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Marcheaw 15:34-40 34Then shall the King say unts them on his right hand, Come, yve blessed of my Father, inherit the kangdom prepared for you
Sfrom the foundanon of the world: 35For I was an hungred, and ye gave me mear: I was tirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stvanger, and ye
took me - 36Naked, and ve dlothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I vwas in prison, and ye came unte me. 37Then shall the righteous answer
him, saying, LORD, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38When saw we thee a siranger, and took

thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 390y when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 404And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Vertly I say unto yvou, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
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Geting sick1sn't
convenlent. We are.

How many times have you gotten sick or hurt before the doctor's office 15 open or after
the doctor's office 15 closed? Now you can walk in and get the help you need sooner —
even lab and radiology services. Mission My Care Now Blue Ridge 1s availabile Monday
through Friday from 7 AM to 7 PM, Saturdays from 9 AM to 4 PM and Sundays from
1 PM to 5 PM with no appointment necessary. Plus, with an integrated electronic medical
record across Mission Health physician practices, your health mformation 1s collected
amd available in one place so your providers can access your care updates. Why wait?

(828) 213-4444 -
L8ZA)T66-8355 ¢ MISSION

missionmycarenow.org o
Welcoming patients three MY CARE NO b‘ '
meonths of age and older BLILUE RIDGE
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES First Advent Christian (1) Freedom Lk (1631) Hospice of Mitchell (23,35)  Burleson Plumbing Heating (%)
Jomathan's Bsed Appliances (12)  First Baptist Spruce Pine (5) Morganton Rec. (18) Hospice of Ratherfordton (12)
Grassy Creek Bapéist (1) Valdess Towrism (45) Hospice of Yancey (25) POOL SERICE
KUTOMOBILES - Dealers Great Hope Teh day Adventist (5) Backyard Creations (6)
Buchanas Young (37) Horizen {§) FARM SUPPLIES HOUSING
Juhm Greene Chrysier (%) Morgantom Seventh day Adwentist (5)  Griffch’s Gemeral Store (1) Claytom (20) REALTORS
Mike Brown (T) Pine Branch Baptist (5) Whitsas Realty (47)
Pleasant Grove Church of FIRE ARNS INSURAMCE
KUTOMOBILES - Tires Brethren (1) Parker Fire Arms (11) Carlima Farm Credit (27) REHABILITATION/NURSING
Phil's Tire (24) Phamires. Preshyterian (4) Eben Insurance (15) Brian Center (§)
Spruce Pine Tire (16) Roan Mt. Missiomary (5) FURNITURE Fortner Insurance (18)
Spruce Pine Usited Methodist (1)  Buck Stove (24) Miller Insuramce Group (41)  RESTAURANTS
MUTOMOBILES - Service St Lucian Cathofic (5) L&B Furniture (16) Mitchell Co Extemsion (13,18)  Abeles Resturant {22)
Joha's hutomative (34) The Bridge (4) Pesples Farniture (35) Mitchell Co. Farm Bareas (44)  Bastam Chef (14)
West Burnawille Baptist (5) Southwest Trading (7] Nafion Wide | Trent (47) Bubba’s Good Eats (14)
BEAUTY SALON Presmier Insurance (M) bT's (39)
Rumers Salon (31) CHIROPRACTIC GUTTERS Western Sizin (36)
Cruz Chiropractic (40) Energy Savers (1) LANDSCAPING
BUILDING SUPPLIES Hirding Landscaping (3) RETAIL
Summit Beilding Sapplies (40)  CONCRETE SUPPLY HABITAT Grassy Cresk Clothing (42)
Boone's Concrete: (1 226) Tancey/Mitchell Habitat (31) MULCH
CHURCHES MeClure Construction {17) RETIREMENT
Mtapass Baptist (4) P HEALTH CARE Mars Hill Retirement (43)
Bakersville United Methodist (5)  Jamie Miller (8) Bakersville Commanity Chnic (26)  PAWN SHOP
Banmer Bk United Methodist (4) Carofina Home Care (26) Mountaineer Pown Shop (23)  TRANSPORTATION
Bear Creek Baptist ({) DENTIST Wission Health {1, 7) Witchell Co. Transit (5)
Berry Chapel Bapiist (4) Scatt Murphy (36) Prait Health Care (21) PHARMACY Yancey (o, Tramsit (34)
Burkement Baptist (5) The Prescription Pad (1)
Burnsville Tth day Adventist (4)  EVENTS HOSPICE TREE SERVICE
Faith Fellowship (4) Barkemont Bapfist Church (27)  CareParinens Wospice & Palliative  PLUNBING/HEATING Ray's Tree Service (43)
Care/MicDowell. (46)
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Church Directory
~ Altapass Baptist |
Gt Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
831 Alnpasa oy Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
P 48 Church Road 207 Finabridge Avenua 280 Chapal 51
|aapassbaptivichurch@ecvn.com| Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 26777 el
; ' . F'I'HI'II \828) 765-8101 WC’I‘I‘HC.GI’Q woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Benfield www.pinebranchbapfist.net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
v A Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Service 10:30AM :
Worship -11:00am Fotrms by Sunday School 9:45 AM
y ¥ Warship Sarvica 11:00 AM
(onductors for Christ ages &11) wsmh 1;:45-.-11 6:00AM-2:00FM Ministry - 5:30 FM
(Twan Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening = 6:30pm Our passinn ia in halp connact the Bady of e iy E s g
Wetdnasday - T-00pm 2 F w&m?mh“m Servica T:00 PM
*A Ehrist-Canterod, Bible-belleving Felowship fravesfurm our community, sizte Whare E i
Bitss Bafiwving Church™ Loving God and Loving People nation and wori! (See Jubhn 17:21) At Jeaae Creist is Lol |
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
Methodist Church e o Seventh day Pt iie Brothron
14000 Hioy, 236 Soufh M e Adventist Church
Spruce Pine. NC 28777 Eu?r.uhn;! 2187 Jamestown Road ﬁl‘m;mh%m
R WA EscomoTganion.ong Morganton, NG '
wnﬁmﬂmm Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B2B-TEE-T446 Associate Pastor Javier e . kR
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
B St At Sunday Sohool 10:00 AM. Bilbia Bndy - 930 con Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wed: Youth Meal 5:30Fh - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Waorship - 11:00 am
Chalr Wednaatay - T-00pm Mﬂtﬂwwﬂ'!ﬂn ‘Vegetarian Buffet affer church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Hg{'i“ Qhﬁh Brany CIosk Bayies Banner Elk Bakersville United
ko NG 783 Ol NG 226 Hwy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
! Spruoe Pine, NC 456 Collage Dr. 1198 8. Mitchell Avenus
8284371212 B28-7854620 Barner Bk, NC Bakersville, NC 28705
m.wmﬂ
Pastors: Senior Pastor {328) BE3-6540 B28-765-8015
Timathy Forne & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
5 Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am Rav. Gans Lanier
nday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 3:40 am
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| A Open Stap Meeting - Mon, 7 pm Marning Worship 10:00 AM
L o HWMIF T-D0pm wwm-ﬂh}m
i Through Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! meay know Christ" Engish Ciasses - Tuss, & Thas, 6 - 9 "Come grow with us”
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Gl Baptist Church Baptist Church SB Baptist Church
Plamiros, NC 20664 E?MTHM 222 Wes! Burnsvills Church Rd, 4668 Burkemont Rd.
www.plumirescharch.som mwz . cmn: : Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
e (B28)-662-3900 . 284372387
R o Reverend Bruce Cannon “';:m vh"'rt"m' N
Sy Echoul 5045 om Sunday School: 8245 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
PR e Homing Servie: 1030 a.m.
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Senvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Homirgy Sewrutcais S iy o e oy, B30 o E'h'!l*iﬂ Mp B:45 PM mﬂm Servica E:Erﬂp.m = )
Sy S0 Vommchd o s, Bt | cheint o Wadnesday Worship 7230 PM Chereh visior: To BRSom passotm 9.' 5 ndj Emunlp
et ppeinted you b g el b ul—trd hat lelowars and werants of Juss Crist 45am - Sunday
‘il i Thon e Fathrwil givs yourmhatover you “For God so loved the world, he ‘s minisbaring o the spirfieat and 11:00am - Warship
b sy, gave his only Son.." VUSRS of oo Chvarelh ! L B:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summi Siroel Spnice Pine, NG 28777 2007d US Hwy 70 E {B28}- 6758284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mmw-muﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gillesp
FﬂnﬁP;ﬂﬂ“ad 1:00- mup 5/5% and 1190 am SaEs B 1000w Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabbath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ"ﬁﬁl
Knowing God, Sesing God, Senving e Prodl: 7:00pm rol hﬂrnﬁi!tzllhmm'
God, Submitting fo Goal MMM ot/ Pasim 37:23
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. Thiz vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at this hﬂp artant outreach F‘ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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| Am A Christian Have | Been
Baptized In The Spirit?

By Pastor Dean Homeyoutt
Afirchall Couniy

When [ was a child T was playing in the ocean and
a big wave came and knocked me down covering me
with water and rollng me over and over, [ thongzht I was
zoing to drown. But the water went away. The water im-
mersed me, it baptized me.

First let's consider water baptism. Water baptizm does not save you and is not
8 prerequisite to enter heaven. Water baptism is a public testimony of 3 new life
in Christ, symbolizing His death burial snd resurrection. The word baptism im
tmasted Theological dictionariss of the Greek Mew Testament mesns to dip, bap-
fize, immerse, sink, drown, bathe, and wash. Therefore, we can conchide Literally
speaking, Christian baptism is the mmersion of the believer in water, i e the com-
plete covering of the body in water. In John 1-24 it is szid by John the Baptist T
Bapfize with water . What did Fobn do? He inunersed, dipped, or sumk people inio
the Fordan River. Concerming the baptism of Tesus in hark 1: 10 “And soraight-
Wiy caming up ouf gf the water ™ would mean when Jesus' body was under water
and then cames up out of the water,

This doctrime is very muppreant o our understanding of baptism in water and
baptism in the Spirt. In Fomans chapter § the Bible teaches us that water baptism
is & pictore of the desth and resurrection of Jesus Chrst. Consider verse 4, “thaene-
Jore wa are luried with Him by baprizm fnfo death, ™ and verse § “fmowing this
that our eid man i5 crucified with Hom, ™ How are we buried” Do we throw dire
on us? Mo, we are buried umder the water in baptizm. When we go underarater in
water baptism it is a picture of the death of the old man. we publicly identify with
the death of Fesus on the cross for our sin. When we come up out of the water it
symbaolizes the resumection of the new man. Consider verse 4 “thar ik a5 Christ
Wiz raized up from the dead by the glory af the Father, even so we should walk in
mewress af [ife " and verse 5 "o (fwe have bean planded topether in the iThemass
af His dearh, we shall also be in the likeness of Hiz resnwrrection. ™ What a besuti-
ful way to picmre our new life in Christ. Wiater baptism is a Christians first step of
ohedience and accountability to 8 Wew Testament church.

If water baptisim is the
immersion of the believer in
water that publicly identifies
him with Christ and 3 Mew
Testament Church wihat is
Spirimeal bapdism?

Spiriteal baptism is the to-
tal immersion of the baliever
at the moment of salvation in
God the Holy Spint. Consid-
er John 1:33, John the Bapiist
speskimg sbowt Fesus, “and
I Enow Him not: but He that
sant me fo bapdize with water, the same said unte me, wpon whom then shall see
the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the same is He which baptizeth with
the Holy (hozt * And when dpes this happen to the believer? Jobn 7: 38 -39 ells
ns plainly, Jesus speaking; “hwe thar belicves on me az the soripfures has said out
af kiz bally shall fiow rivers gf Ihing water” and Fobn the Apostle tells ns “Hhis
spake Jesuz of the Spirit which thay that believe on Him showld receive; ™ In the
book of Acts we see people believing and at the same moment receiving the Holy
Ghost. In Acts 10: 47 Peter says, “caw any forbid water, that these (rentile belie-
@rs) showuld mot be baptized (water bapiizm) which have recenved the Holy Giost
as wall as we. ~ Therefore, at the moment of salvanon we are baptized in the Holy
Ghaost

When you go to purchase a new car the stcker on the windowa tells you what
iz swailable on that particular model of car. When you purchass 3 car with every
available option vou call that “loaded”, in other words that car has everything and
nathing is bald back. When we receive the Holy Spirt at the moment of Salvation
we are “loaded” with the Hely Spirit. We receive everything the Spint should of-
fer and nothing iz beld back Epbesians 1: 3 teaches ns “the Farher has bleczed ux
with aill spirffual Blessimgs in hemvenly places in Chriss. ” Ephesians 1:13 tells ns,

i whom you alse frusted, qiter that you believed you were sealed with e Halt
Spirit af Promize. ~ Paul teaches us in 1 Corinthians 12:13, ‘e by one Spirit ane
we all bapiized into one body, and have been all made to drink into one Spirit ™

In conclusion, the command to every Christisn is to “be filled with the Spirit”
Ephezizne 5:18. The Apostle Tolm in the words of Jesus teaches ws that the Holy
Spirit fives in the believer and remaims with us forever. (John 14: 16-17) To be
fillad with the Spirit is different fFom the cne-time event of being baptized in the
Spirit. Every Christian sheuld strive to be filled with God’s Spirit every day m
walk in obedience to the Spirit “speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spirinzal songs, singing and making melody o your heart to the Lord™ (Ephesians
5: 18-1%) and demonsirate the fruit of the Spirit. (Galatians 5: 22-25) I hope this
arnicle has belped you nnderstand that all ee saved believers have been baptized
in the Spirit and we are conunanded o be Biled with that self-same Spirit of God.
hizy the word of God encourage you and “Live life with Mo Fegrets™.

Pastor Dean Honeyouft = x Srow Hill Bapsist Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 525-385-0213, snowhillbaptizfiggmail.com , or visit their
wahsite ai www showhilibapiiz{ com.

Amd when ye siand praying, forgive, {f ve kave ought cpains any: that yowur
Farher alse wirich ix in heaven may forgive yon your respasres. Mark 11-25

Fallen Leaves
By Jacob Willis
Famcay Couniy

Ecclesiastes 3 says, © T everyithing theme iz a
sSeqson, and a ime fo every purposa under the
hgaven: 1.4 time ro be born, and a time fo die; a
nima fo plant, and a time to pleck up that which
iz planted; 3.4 time fo 20, and a tme fo heal;

a time 1o break down, and a fime fo buld up; 4

A fme to weep, and a ime o laugh; a dme o
mourn, ahd a fime fo dance; 5§ A fime fo cast away
stomes, and @ fime fo pather rtones fogather; a fime fo embroce, and a iima fo
rgfiain firom embracing: 6.4 fme fo get. and a Sme fo lace: a time to keep, and a
fime fo cazt away; 74 fme fo rend, and a Sme o sew; a fme fo beap silence, and
a timee 1o speak; & A thwe fo love, and a ima fo kate; a e gf war, and a tme af
peace ™ Fall is here and for many people changes of the season is 3 reminder of
life. death, and changze.

Fall is a fime of beawty m this area that is wnmatched in amy other season. The
leaves change and ot weather gives way to brsk momings and cool nights. The
light of autumn’s evening and moming pierce through the clonds and fog like a
million fireflies flickering all at once. Fall represents the time of life when we
are wise and still active. It is where strength meets wit in a wonderful
played for those foriumate enough to live this lone and learn from . Fall is the
time when we empiy nest and watch our children’s children play. It is when great
oppormnity kappens for those who have prepared all their lives for it. Fall is
beautiful.

Fall also rerminds us in not 0 subtle ways that winter is coming Many elderly
people suffer from depression as fall spproachkes. They know when the leaves be-
gin to fall, the days shorten and the flowers fade that things will die. Inaspmmal
semse mavbe they realize
their own mortalify is ap-
proaching. Maybe they
look back o fall in teir
lives with longing. Hop-
ing for the beauntiful days
of middle age agsin.

Fall alsp reminds us
of swift ransifion. For
everything there is a
season. We may look
around and see changes
all arpumd ns. Fall is the
Ereatest reminder that
we all will in beanty fade to winter. We will all as the gospel song says, “Becoms
fallen leawes that lie scartered on the groumd.” Some people are af their best m
fall. They accept themselves wars and a1l  They use their wisdom to help others,
they forgive and recerve forgivensss. Fall is sbout living and preparing to die. It
is ghout the metamorphosis that happens when we as Paul says in 2 Corinthian's
5: “For we brow that [f the earthly fent we 1N i i destroyed, we have a bullding
Jhom Grod, an eternal houre in hamaen not made with hamds. ™

Fall reminds us not oaky of winter, bat alse of regeneration.  That not foo loaz
from now we will be new: We will be in 3 place where roses don't fade, we will
pever goow old, and we will be 2 new creation. 'We have bope that even in the
winter of cur lives we will be beld, loved, and transformed. We can go abead and
enjoy fall
Jacal Willis iz an ordained pastor and Beremvement Coordinator for Yancey
Coungy Hospice Tou may confact him af jacobwidlhespicegfiance). org.
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< Need a Kide o2

> Nedical Appoinment?

If you need transportation to a medical appoint-

ment in-county, out of county, early morning,
for a procedure, call us for affordable, clean,
safe, reliable & caring transportation.

We treat you like family.

Mitchell County
Residents Call
688-4715
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The Brian Center Spruce
Pine Invites You to Come

Bloom With Us.

We are seeking dedicated and caring nursing
professionals from our community who desire to
serve our seniors with compassion and dignity. If
you are interested in becoming a part of the Brian
Center family we have immediate openings for:

* Registered Nurse

» Licensed Practical Nurse

* Certified Nursing Assistant

* Resident Assistant :
If you have a servants heart and desire to work in
long term care we can provide financial assistance
to committed individuals to complete the CNA
certification course. Tuition reimbursement
options are also available for those who desire to
further their nursing career. Interested Applicants
please contact Shelley Tinsley or Sue Parker @
(828)765-7312

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

—~———T—

The Inspiring Word

Reformation
Pastor Terry Cheek Th.Ik
MeDoweall Coumity

Thanks for joining me for another publication of “The
Blue Ridee Christan Mews” and my article “The Inspir-
ing Word™.

With October upon us, we obwioushy have our hearts
mrned toward fall and the coming bolidays, My heart
warms to think of them time with family and friends,
the special fellowship and atmosphere found ooty in
the body of Christ! This year October brings something
vary special This October we recognize the 500th anniversary of the begimning
of the Reformation. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95 theszas fo
the church door. His stand of biblical anthority began a work that confinues foday!
The Peformation has never ended. The body of Christ confinnes to stand oo God's
word a5 shsolute suthonity for all people and in all things.

Too often the Reformation is porrayed as a theological division among Chris-
tians and as such very few study it and discover how deeply their Christian walk
is influenced becanse of it. I'mi not geing to spend a ot of my ardcle on it ur I do
Want (0 encourage you to embrace this tme in history and in deing =0 take mne o
read and leamn abouf an event that contimies to shape your farth 500 years after it
bagan.

i-![an}'armmdﬂu sonthesst and hidwest continnes to recover from Huarn-
cane Harvey and Imns. The road o recovery is poing to be long and difficult,
sadly there are some who will
never fully recower. T say this as
spmesne who has lost everything
to a disastar, having no msur-
ance, with a family and an infant
child I was under the weight of
hopelessness and despair. God
came throngh for me and I know
He will come through for those
dealing with the recent disasters.
Given my experiences, I write to
vou this mpmth with a heart of mizssione. Will von ask God to show yon what He
would have vou do in His name for these folks? Yon may think it is insignificant
bat really it isn*t. When we personally zet involved in missions we collectively
make a sirong mpact. By getting invelved through your lecal charch yon join
others around the world who share the love of God through marterial gifts that
mesf the daily needs of food, shelter, bathing, washing clothes, along with biblical
and spirimal comnseling, just to name & few. You can be a significant pam of the
outreach. I'm sure many of you have already joined the effort. If vou haven't,
make a prayerful conunitment today. There are many Eanizations and possi-
bly your church is capable of directhy reaching ont with a heart of mizsions. The
oppormnities are many. Let's not forget we are reaching ot with and throngh
the zospel. Femember the Lord's words froon Luke 10:2 “_ . The harvest truly iz
greas, bt the labarers are few: pray ve thergfore the Lord of the harvast, that he
would send forth loborers infe hiz harvest. " We all have an opporiamity to be a
lzborer in the Lord’s work.

The English word laborer is franslated from a Greek word that means workman.
In other words, this is a person who does whatever is necessary to be the means
which justify the end. God has called His church to be laborers in Christ work.
What is that exactly? Well, it begins with the spreading of the zospel This only
bhappens when we lowve people. I'm not talking about behaviors, I'm falking abont
seping others a5 God sees them His creation in His image with a soul that Jesus
has died for The body of Christ has the privilege of knowing what that means,
we know through experience. We gained the experience becanze 3 messenger
was sent with the zospel and the Hely Spirt comvicted us 1o seek forgivensss and
repentance of sin fhrough the blood of Tesus Christ! Be that messenger and while
you're delivering the message take along some food, 3 blanket, a stuffed animal,
ithe word of (God and a warm g for someone wondering— What will I do? God
has it all fizured out and part of His answer is you and me. T will close with Fesas
answer o the Pharises; hMark 12:28-31 “dAnd one of the scribes came, and having
Fgard them reasoning tepefher, and perceving that he had anowered tham well,
askad fimr, Which is the first commandment gf all? (29 And Jesnus annwered
Fam, The first gf all the commandments is, Hear, O Erael; The Lord our God is
ong Lord: (300 And thou shalt love the Lord Ry God with ail thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all fthy strengrh: this &= the firzt com-
muadment. (1) And the second is ke, nomaly thiz, Thon shalt love thy neizhbor
as thyzelf There iz none other commandment greater tham theze ™

Char tirme has come and gone. until next time may God keep you finmby in His
erip!

Terry Cheak iz Paztor of Calvary Baprist Church in Marion.

Wirglrla Beam .
338 Easi Court Siresl
Marion, NC 28752

B28-652-26IT » fax B2E-652-1445
Btore Hours: 1l'.'-ETtII-FH 10-2 Sat

i s ﬂW*

L

wwrw bicnews.com

October 2017 - Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page &



Mine Creek Baptist Church

Support your Pastor!

By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Mirchell County

Chctober is Pastor Appreciztion Mownth, This is an ar-
ficle which has been printed before, but I felt compelled
fo share azain. Fead with an open beart and show your
pastor and his family how much yon appreciate them for
all they do for your church family:

Support your Pastor!

Several years ago, I spproached ooy former pastor
and issued an apology. This man was my pastor when
I received Christ 3= Savior and baptized me He faithfnlly preached the Bille,
pastored the chuoch, sttended night clzsses at Fruitland Bapast Bible Instituts,
wiorked om 2 job during the day, and confinwed to be a faithfnl busband and Dhad.
The reason for the apology I zave was the fact that afier being in the minismy for
a fewr years, I realized that I could have been a munch better church member! In all
that this pastor did, balancing his church family, and career, I soll found things to
whine and complain about. Personally, I failed to realize how much was on him,
Instend of looking for things to whine and complain shout, T shonld have besn
praving, helpme. and supporting him more. In other words, when God called me
to pastor and preach I began to understand throngh experience what a pastor faces
every day in the rinistry. Tnlsss yon are 3 pastor, you cannet understand the day
o day challenges one faces.

The most important thing to do for your pastor is to pray for him. A faithfal
pastor who has been called of God comes under constant assaults from the Devil.
Being the one who is responsible for breaking the Bread of Life to the disciples
of Christ brings him in the crosshairs of the evil one. Aoy pastor who sfates the
ministry has no kattles may not be domg what he needs to be doing. There is a
constant every day spirimal bafile that farthful pastors go through to minister
o the congrezations and conumumities i which God bas placed them When a
man answers the call to preach the Gospel he mstantly steps ooto the spirial
battlefield To carry such an important responsibility places him as 3 target for the
forces of Satan This constant spiriteal battle can take its todl on the man of God.
What I"m saying is your pastor needs your help!!! Pray for him every single day
and if possible several times a day! As he is praying himself he needs to foel the
pravers and support of those be is mying to minister to. Pray for God’s smength to
snstain him Pray for God's wisdom to puide him  Pray that the Holy Spirt will
amnint him as be smdies and preaches the Scopoares. Pray for protection from
the onslamaghis of the Devil. Your pastor, if he is doing what ke should be doing,
is comstantly praying and thinking of the messages from the Bible that will belp
the people fo whom he will be preaching He neads the prayers of God's people
o help him 2= he prepares. If vou believe his preaching needs o be depper and
improve stant praying and stop complaining. It will help pmach more to pray for
him than to complain to him!

Mext, be imderstanding Thon't just assume that your pastor onky works on
Sundays and Wednssdays. A pastor is never off duty. Even when he is at home
with his family, he is on call A pastor can expect phone calls at any time. There is
no time card which be will punch to say the work day is over. For the most part,
many people will zo to work and leave that job at a certain time. This is pot so for
the faithful pastor. At all tmes and in all places, be will be called uwpon to fulfll
his calling as a pastor. He can be called away from his family during supper or in
the middle of the night In the grocery store, at the ballgame, walking down the
sireel, eating in the restaurant, wherever he is at, he is snll on duty as a pastor. The
responsibility he has is not a career bat a callmg of God. Whenever be is called
upon, wherewer he is at, he cannot say, “T"'m not oo duty™, bat mwst faithfnlky
amswer the call when 1t comes. Dion’t expect a pastor to have to be there for every
Iittle thing. If you gemrinsly need him  let him knowy, bat don't expect him to have
o Ccomme every time you stump your toe! Understand that be sometmes will have
io place prionty on certain things and cannot be in more than one place &t a time.
He mnst tzke tirne to study God’s word and bring 2 message, for that is his most
imporiant responsibility as 3 Pastor. Be understanding that be is 2 busband and
father and st have time and opporiumity, just like vou, to fulfill those respon-
sibilittes also. He mmst first pastor his family before he can be a pastor to you
Ay wife knows me as Chois first, not Preacher Chrs. My boys koow me simply
as “Dhaddy™. If your pastor also works on a public job, think of how nmch more
pressure is placed on him to try and balance his responsibilities to his family and
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church. Be understanding and allow him o be
& family man He will be a better pastor to your
family if be has time to be with his family.

Be a blessimg and not 3 burden. Be an
enconrazer and not 8 discourager. Often the
only time soome charch members speak to thedr
pastor or want & visit, is to bring 3 complaing
1o him abont something thet will make no
difference in eternity. MNow its one thing if he
is denying the reswrection of Christ, but it is
snother thing if he didn't have fmme to visit
your second cousin twice removed who you
should kave already visited! Let your pastor
know you love and sopport lim. Let him Enow
you are praying for lim. Be fxithful to wor-
ship services and seTve n, mot just sit in, your charch, Ir:sve:j.rencmmgmgtua
pastor to see peopls who are hunery for God’s word and choose to be there to be
fed spinmally. Your pastor will be a befter pastor and your chorch will be 3 better
clnarch to the slory of God if vou work to belp and not kinder, Always strive to be
one who is willing o help camry the burden with your pastor so the entire body of
Christ will prosper in the work of God's Kingdom. I challenge you, afier read-
ing this article, to go to your pastor and ask him what you can do to belp. Afier
he wakes up fromm passing ot (Ha! Ha'), help him as your church worships and
sarves the Lord

et together with the leaders of your church and do something to show your
sppreciation for all that your pastor and his family does to serve you and your
choarch famity.

Hebrew 13:7 Remember them witich have the rule over you, (rour spiriual
leaders) who have spoken unto yvou the word of God: whose faith follow, (Tmiate
their faith} considering the end of their comversation fway of Ijfel. Parenthesis
M.

Preacher Chriz Rathbong semves ar Pasior af Mine Creek Bapiist Chunch.

Thergfore said ke unte them, The harvest truly [is] grear, but the labonrers fare]
Jew: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvess, that he would semd foreh labaur-
ars imfo hiv harvest. Luke 10:2
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High Country Prison Ministry

Avery Mitchell Correctional Institution
“DoYou See What | See?”

By Jody Griffin

Avery County

Whather shall I go from thy spirie? Or whither shall I
fiee fram thy presence” (Psalm 13927}

It's mot & fair question, I know. Becanse each person
seas through a unigque et of lenses, the value of the Life
we are given to share. Please allow me the prvilema to

Many believe that within the walls of the correctional
facility there is nothing but spiriteal darkness. While T
nmist admit that there is some measure of tmath in that, I am so blessed o offer you
8 glimpse info 3 place where the Light of the Love of God ofien shines brightest!

At a recent training event fior comectional chaplains from around the state, T
wias sitnck by the spinit of my brothers and sisters who share this gift of ministry
together. Of the thirty some gathered, for three days of training and sharing, I did
nat bear a simgle complaint about the work we all do. Mot One.

Without fail every person expressed umdlity and awe that God would allow
them to be present Jnaplace many would never choose to go, amongst thoze,
many would rather awvoid or isnore. There was a common sense of JOY n serving
Grod by zerving those who are incarcerated Fealhyl

The math is, there is 8 vibrant spirit of faith within every facility becanse there
are those who dwell and thooe who serve within who realize that they are mot
alone! The spirit of &od is present and is at work in so many ways! Here ate just a
fewr examples!

God is actively: Preserving, preparing,
presenting perfect love o many! Soothing,
solidifying, stiming, souls for senvice both
within and without the prison gates! Break-
ing. bending tuilding lives once broken o
bold smtements of God's abilites!

I have personally seen these works taking
place. I have wimessed the baptisms of thoze
who have commirtsd themsslves to God in
Christ!

And participated in 2 Blessing Service,
where men are given the affimation they dea-
serve as sons of the Living God, wherein the
foecuis 15 oo their fohure, WOT on their past!

And counseled several men whose families
have experenced severe illness, magedy, and
death. Can you inagine being incarcerated
knowing thar your lowved ooes have faced bumicanes, earthguakes, community
viclence and more?

Let me testify to you that in the face of those nncertainties and more, the Spint
of God 15 at work amongst those who 1ive within these walls!

Thank yon so very nmch for your contimed prayers and for your faithfol sup-
port of this ministry! We couldn 't do it without you!

Jody Griffin is paztor af Central Baprizt Church in Spruce Pine and Commemiily
Funded Chaplin at dvery-Mitchel] Correctional Institution.

Amd be ye kind one ro another, tenderiearied, forgiving one another, even
as God for Chrisi's sake hath forgiven pon. Ephesians 4:32

Jamie Miller, CP&

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road 2301 Rutherford
Spruce Pina, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phone: 828.765.4400 phone; 828,652 6777
fax: 828.765.4880 fa: B28.652 6755

Celebrate Recovery

Drugs Drugs Drugs
By Barhara Harell

There are mamy prospectives on the dms izswes that we face
in society today. Afier a conversation with our district attormey
I decided to shine the light on 2 of these,

The first is Dz Couarts. For over two decades, Dimg
Courts hiave led the charge towards 3 more humane. cost effec-
tive justice system. Fesearch demomstrates that Drug Courts
provide & hizhly effective alternative to incarceration for

individuals whose involvement v the criminal justice system is rooted n serious
addiction o drugs and aloobol.

A Good Definition is: A special court with jurisdiction over cases involving
drug-usimg offenders. Diup courts are treatment based alternatives to prisons,
yvouth-detention facilities jails, snd probation. These courts make extensive nse of
comprehencive supervision, dng testing, Teatment seTvices, immediste sanctions,

Dimug courts
concentrats the
efforts of judges,
PIOSecuIioTs,
defense connsel,
substance-abnse
restment special-
ists, probation
officers, lawr
enforcement
and comectional
personnel, edn-
cational and vo-
cational experts,
Conumumity kead-
ers, and others on
individnals who
are charged with illicit drug abuse. The criminal justice system works coopera-
tvely with mesonent systems and others to provide an offender with the necessary
tools to gef info recowvery, stay in recovery, and lead a productive, crime-free Life.

The drup court acts to help the offender change his or her life in order to stop
criminal actvity, rather than fecusing only on punishment of the offender. Doz
cours also help to provide consistent responses to dmg offences among the
judiciaty, and they can foster coordination between infervention agencies and
resources, thus incressing the cost-effectiveness of drug-interveniion programs.
Successful conipletion of the dmz court's freatment or intervention regimen wsi-
ally results in the dismizzal of dmge charges, shortened or suspended sentences, or
3 combinstion of these Participsmts acquire the whesewithal to rebuild their lives.
At first, dmag courts were geared toward adult populations. The successes of adult
drug courts in infervention and in changing the lives of adult offenders prompted
jovenile courts to establish similar dme conrt proerams simed at juvenile offend-
ers. hovenile dmz courts likewise have proven successful | and now many jurisdic-
tiong include family doog conrts that primarily besr substance-abnse and neglect
Cases,

Diiffering needs across jurisdictions have resulted in 3 vanety of dmg cours
in terms of their stmcre, scope, and target populations, but they all share three
primary geals: reducton of recidivism, reduction of substance abuse amonz par-
ticipants, and rehabilitation of participants.

To achieve these goals, dmig courts gensrally stactare them

= Incorporation of dmug tesfing info case processing.
= Creation of & non-adversarial relstionship between the offender and the court.

= Idenrification of offenders who are in nesd of reamment and referring them o
reatment as 3000 a3 possible after arrest.
 Access to a contimmnun of meatment and rehabilitation services.
= Monitoring of abstinence thronzh frequent. mandatory dmg testing.

* Establishment of 3 coordinated stratepy to govermn dmg court respanses to of-
fenders' compliance

= Maintenance of judicizl mteraction with each dmg coust participant.

= Monitoring and evalnation of program goals and effectivensess.

= Continuwing educaton to promote effective drug court planning, implementation,
and operations.

= Porging of parmerships among drug courts, public agencies, and community-
based crganizations in order to generate local support and to enhance drug court
efferfivensss.

Dimag courts can be wsed for a warety of caze types and are adaptsble enough to
fit the needs and acceptability of any given comnmnity. Torsdictions failor their
drug courts fo mest the specific needs of their communnites. Most dooz conrts
are pra-plea courts, but sorse drag conarts are post-ples. and others are wsed 2z
& methoed of altermative sentencing In a pre-ples program. charges are deferrad
while the defendant is actvely participating in the drug court program. At that
point in the process, he or she has not pled guilty to any charges. This program is
designed principally for non-violent, first-time, low-rizk offenders. Dimg courts
can be used for a varety of case types and are adaptable encugh to fit the needs
znd acceptability of any given commumity. Jurisdictions tailor their dmg courts to
meet the specific needs of their comnmnites,

The next question would be do they work? bdost of the data Thave accessad
has had improvement i recidivizm as well as lower costs overall if taking into
accoumt fisars cost if they relapse. There are a lot of factors that can mfinence the
outcomes of the sucoess rate; even the interaction with a particular judge or person-
nal tumover.

continued on page 14
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But for the Grace of God
By Doug Harrell

Luke §:37 Judge mot, and e shall not be judsed:
cordemmn not, and ve shall not be condermed: forgive,
ard ye shall be forgiven:

Ag T have grown older, and bopefully a bit wiser, T
fend to look at people and situations with more com-
passion, and maybe nnderstanding, than I did when I
was younger. In my younger years, I tended to be very
I am =6l poikty of this in some instances, if T am honest
with myself That being said, when T look back on my growing up years, I real-
ize how blessed T was and am to have had the people and parents I had in those
years. Fecently, Thave had opportunity to deal with peopls, hoth yoonz and
older, that had different situations srewing up and kave had harder challenges in
life in many ways than [ have. I don't know how I would have mmed out in those
same circmmstances, and maybe [ am leaming to view them differently, nat for the
Grace of God go ' If moy parents had not ftaken me o charch, taaght me to wodk,
faught me to be homest and tmathfol, set 3 moral example for me, how wonld I
have tomed out? Onky God has the answer to that question

When [ am in sinzations today that [ am dealing with people that have an addic-
ton of soome kind, or have had one, maybe I can see more clearly now. As Jesus
said I came mot to save the st bat to save the umjuest Fomans 14:13 Ler us not
thergfore judee ong amother ary more; but judge this rather, that no man put a
stumbling dlock or an occasion fo fill m kis brothers way. Mayhe we help more
if we have compassion and lowe, not enabling, bt directing, with the puidance
that we sirive to provide. I is critical that we be loving and understanding bt
also fimm in our convictons. Accepting things as right, that are wrong, will never
help anyone mamre in this life and have happiness. But guidance with love and
compassion can make 3 difference in many lives. By prayer is that I can maly
lowe and accept the individual even if | despise the =in in their ives, and yes, a
5in is & sin, and we never belp anyone without an understanding of God's teaching
fmths. True happiness can only be found in lving a life as God ordains, oot one

without moral lmdts, Matthew 9:13 But go e and lears whar that maaneth, Twill
have mercy and not sacrifice: for I am not come fo call the rightecns, na sinnars
fo repantance.

As we read the scriptures, it is very evident that Jesus was not afraid o ap-
proach the tmapproachable, but that be as a guiding light for meaningfal change
in their Iives. My prayer for each of us is that we be that beacon of light for those
around us that are souggling each day with the challenpes that life have thrown
them Will you lowe others and pray for guidance in your own life. and the life of
others around you today?

And another angel came out af the temple, erying with a louwd voice to fim
thxt st an the clowd, Thrust in dy sickle, and reap: for the gme iy come for
thee to reap; for the harvest gf the earth &5 ripe. Revelaftion 14:15
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

“Peace Be With You"
Bv Shawn Thormas

Burke Coumgy

“Jesuz came and stood i thelr mids and said o them,
‘Poace be with you " (John 20:197

“So, Jesus zaid to them again, ‘Peace e with you, az the
Fathar haz sent Me, Ialzo send you."” (Jobn 20:21)

“Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and sfood in
rhetr midst and said, “Peace ba with your "' (John 20:26)

It iz strking that when the Tord Jesus first appeared to His disciples after His
resurrection from the desd, He repeatedly shared this same messame: “Peaoce be
with you * If He'd said it once, it would have been nportant; as He repeats it
THEEE TIMES it shounld really kave our attention!

What is the message of the risen Jesus to His people? “Peace be with you ™
This was a word that those first disciples sorely needed: they were hiding in fear,
lwing in doubis and uncertsinties after the events sumounding His death. Bat in
the midst of all that He appeared, and His message was that there was peace for
them; becsuse He was alive!

This is acmally what Tesus came to give each of ns. “Peace™, “shalom™, con-
nofes not only the sheence of conflict in a Life. ot also 8 “wholeness™ that cormes
fromm & might relationchip with God. We broke that “peace™ with God throngh our
sim bt Jesus came to dis on the cross, not merely to “forgive our sins”™, but also
fo restore ns back to that “wholemess,” that “peace™ in our relationship with God.

Thns, this thres-fold message of Christ was not only for those onginal disciples
in the upper room. I is for each of ns teday. What wonld Jesus sy, were He
standing before YOU today? It might well be these very same words: “Peace be
with you.” You muly can have peace with God, and peace in any sifation in life,
&s vom marn your Life over to the reswmected Lond Fesns.

Shawn Thomas 15 Senior Pastor af Pleazant Ridee Baptist Church in Morganian.

Hiz messages and davoiionals are availalie af www.shownethomas. com

Grace Community Church

God's Fowerful Voice
By Jerrv Lewis
MeDovwall Conrety

I kave met people with powerfil voices. When they
speak. people listen. They walk nto 2 ropm and the entive
dynemic chemees hiayvbe you recall the calming voice of
vour mnther, or perlaps ifs her coonmanding vaice you
remember most. anyhe the assorig woice of vour father
comiforts you, of his comecting voice still confromts you

{Fod's voice exceeds them all. Consider the psalmist

Thevoice gf the LORD i over the waters, the od of glory thunders, the LORD,
ovar muely warers. The vouce gf the LORD i powerfll; the voice of the LORD i fiall
af maiesyy. The vaice gf tfhe LORD fmeals the cedars; the LORD breaks the cedars gf
Labawon He mates Lebanon o skip ke a calf and Sirion ke a young wild ac. The
v gff the LORD fashes forth flames gf fine. The voice of the LORD shatkes the wil-
diernezs; the LORTY shaker the wildermess of Eodech. The voice of the LORD makes
the dear give birth and sirips the forests bave, and m ki femple ail oy, “'Glory™
{P=zalm 20:3-9. E5W)

In the begimming God crested . with his words, bis voice. He started with nothing
and said, "Let there be " and there was Here i Pealmes we discover thet iz voice i
not dimdngshed at all. The God who created with words, shakes his very crestion with
e same voice with which be created it.

Jesus did too. Asleep in the boat, tired froan the demands of his day, he was swd-
denly awakened by his disciples. The boat was rocking, waves crashing, fear moumt-
ing. They thought they were dying’

And teqy went and woke lm, saqving, " Master, Wazter, we ane parishing! " And
he awoke and rebuked the wing and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there
waas @ caim. He said fo them, "TWhare is your faith? " And they wene qifaid, and they
marveled, sayime fo one another “Tho then iz thiz, that ke commands aven winds and
water; and thay obey am? ™' (Luke B:24-25 ESW)

Yion mery be in a simaton rght now
theat ooty (rod's voice can handle. Tinless
He steps in, there is oo hope. A broken
marriage, inourable cancer, unbelievable §
debt. You need God's voice. Diavid ends
his Pealm with this sffimmation- "Adqy
e Lord give sirength fo ki people;
ety the Lowrd Bless iz people with
pagee.” (Pzalm 20:11, ESV).

Ak for bis powerfol voice.

And ack azaim . snd agmin and agam

Jurry Lewis is Semior Pastor af Grace Commuoufy Church in Marion.
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How Big Is God to You?

By Billy Graham

In the fourth chapter of Hebrews, verse 12, it savs: “For
fhe word gf God is ang and powerfld, and sharper than
any mwo-adeed sword, piercing evan fo the division qf soul
amd spirit, and qf jeintr and marrow, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and imients qf the heart ™

It is the world’s best-ssller. Yet this hook, for the past 200
years, has been under increased attack. Many people, even
within the church have come to doubt whether the Bible
is suthoritative aod mostworthy, When vou talk about the
Bible, someone will allege “Bibliolamry.” In other words, worshiping the Bible
and not the Christ of the Bible Mo, this is not Bikliolamry; the only knowledge we
have of Jesus Christ is in the Bible.

Todsy there’s a8 growmg maovement to do away with the Bible. And if this
movement succeeds, anarchy will male. This generation must face the appalling
fact that it’s either the Bible, or back to the jungles, becamse that's exacthy what
will happen.

Now the Bible teaches that God loves. Al over the world men bungsr to know
God. Bunddhizm  Hindwism, Islam sl] the religions of the world, anse from man’s
searching for God. But God has already revealed Himeself, and it's reasonahbls for
me to suppose that God, an intelligent Being would somshow reveal Himaalf to
15 a5 3 humam race. Even our most atheistc scientists are beginning to say that
and there must be some sort of intelligence. They may mot say it"s God, but we
call Him God. This Intellipence Who orders, and srranges, and creates, and makes
ns—dowm in our hearts we bunget to know Him.

“Dioram through the vears it's been ndiculed. bamed, refiuted. destroyed, bat it
Irves om. It is the anvil that has wom out many bammers. host books are borm,
liwe a few short years, then go the way of all the earth; they e forzoften. But ot
the Bible.”

Has God rewvealed Himself?

He has revesled Himzelf in naure. T look through s telescope and T koo
there's 3 (rod. I look through 3 micrescope and I know there must be a God.

And He has revealed Hims=lf in His Son, Jesus Christ. But we get our knowl-
edge of Christ out of the Bible. Only one or two other men contemporary with
Christ ever meationed that He ever lived. Fosephns being one. Char total knowl-
edge of Christ comes from the Bible.

The Bible was written by 40 writers, over a period of 1,800 vears, in &6 books.
And the great theme from one end of the Bible to the other is redemption—God s
lowe for the human race and God redesming man and bonging man back mw Him-
self after man had rebelled against God. That's what the Bible is all sbout.

The prophetic meszazes of the Bible are coming true in our day. In 2 Timaothy,
written almost 2 000 vears ago, it says, “But deow this, that i the last days
parijous tmes will come: For man will be lovers qf themsehes, lovers of money,
boasters, prowd, Dlasphemers, dizobedient fo parents, wethankiy, wikaly, un-
loving, urjforgiving, slanderars, withent self-conmel, brutal, despizers of good,
fraitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers gf pleazure rather than lovers aof God, kaing
a form af podiiness but derying itz power.., " (2 Timothy 3:1-5). Isn't that hap-
pening” The Bible says in the later penod mavel shall increase, knowledze will
increase {Daniel 12:4). Look what has happened in the last 73 yvears in the world.
The whole world has become a3 neiphborhood without being a brotherhood. That's
precisely what the Bible =aid 500 years before Christ.

And Jesus, 2,000 years zpo, looking forwrard, said there would be a day like
thiz. Oh, the Bible is tae.

Becent archaeological discoveries have thrown some people for a loss. Several
VEArs Az0, many writers spake of the sure results, the ghsolute certsinties and the
fimal position of a science (archasolozy) that had disproved the Bible, but these
phrases are oo longer uttered.

Hundreds of ¢ld volumes £l your librarnes rght now saying that Bloses could
newver have written the first five books of the Bible as is claimed becmise writing
had not even been invented np umt] that tme. But tablets and inscriptions have
been found which were written several lundred vears before MMoses. The Bible
wias right and scholars wrong.

And then many volumes once filled libraries about John's Gospel. They stared
that be conld oot have writen it; that it was not written unl the third or fourth
century. Yet scholars of Byland's University, Byland’s Library in Manchester,
England uwncovered a fragment from the Gospel of Jobn dating to around 100
AT proving that the Gospel of Toln existed in the frst cenmry. The Bible was
right and the scholars were wrong. A scieatist once said i the New York Times,
“Ewvery fact and every science that man has so far discovered adds Iuster and testi-
momy to the valuee and integrity of the Bibke ™

I had to decide one day and I had to do it by fith T saw all the evidences, but T
couldn't prove them T could almost prove them—but I had to fake a step of faith
When I did niy life and mindstry was changed. There came an authority, and a
power, and an assurance and a security.

But let's see about Jesus—and here was the big convincing thing o me. Jesus
gquoted constanthy the $1d Testament and not once did He ever tell us to doubt.
Nt one time. Wot one time did He throw a doubt on the Bible. He quoted from it
suthortatively many times. He said the Scrpiures canmot be broken. He said afl
thiz was done that the Scripmres of the prophets might be filfilled and after His
resurrection the Scripiures said, “And beeinmig at Moses and ail the Prophats,
He expounded fo them in all the Scriptures the things corcarming Himze[™ (Luke
24:27). He was saving, ~The whale OId Testameent feaches about We ™

And then Fesns did something that was fantastic. The two things that are the
most difficalt for people to believe are that the whale swallowed Jonah and that
the fleod came in Mosh's day and covered the world. And Fesns deliberataly
picked out those two stories, confimmed them and underlined them. You say,

“Well, Billy, I don"t nnderstand I don't understand all that I dom’t understand
bhow a fish swallowed Jonah ™ But I believe that God is God, He conld do it. But T
balieve even more than that I believe that Tonsh could have swallowed the whale
if God wanted him o, becanse God is God. Wow if you wrap God up i a little
box and make Him as small as yon are, of coarse it couldn’t be done. If you made
God 25 small as your laborstory in the university, He couldn’t do it. Buf (God is
the rod who created all of space and if you believe in that kind of God, He can do
amything . And if Tesus said He did it, I believe Jagus,

The very heart of thiz Bible from Genesis to Fevelaton is the fact that Jesns
Christ is God’s Son. Take that by faith, that He was borm of the Virgm Mary, and
that He died cn the cross for a special purpose. It wasa't just death becanse He
was put to death by the Fomans. You and I put Him to death. I helped my sims.
The Bible sxys that God took all of our sins and laid them on Him And it was my
sins, your sins, the whole world nailing Him to the cross. But in that cross a great
victory came. The Bible tells ws that Jesus Christ ohonphed owver sin and death
and the zrave and bell and there is hope today—security, peace, assurance—in
coming to the cross.

Bt the first step that von must take is a child-like step. It's a simple step, 5o
simple that many will rebel &t it. It"s so simple that vou may reject it. In fact the
Bihle savs thonsands of peaple stumble over it becawse it is so simple, bacase
yvou see the man with his Ph T). has to come like a litle child exsctly the same
way. And that's kard for a businessman or soctalite, or umion leader, show person,
or journalists to do. We don't like to lomble ourselres and become small and just
come with simple childtike faith. But when you do, your life is chanzed. Believe
that and acrept Him by faith info your heart.

But you have to be willing to give np your sins. Fepentance means that vou
acknowledge that you have sinmed, that you are willing to nom from them and if
you are willing, vou come by faith to Christ, and He will give you a new life. And
it becomes (rod's life becanse the Bible savys that God exists from eternity to eter-
nify. Eternal life begins at the moment you receive Christ It's 3 new dimension
of living. We have third dimenzion. We're talking abowt fourth dimension. But T
tell you there's another dimencion, it's the spiresl dimension that thowsands in
America have not tried. It's the dimension revealed m this Book—the dimension
that Fesns Christ offers fiee to everyone who will tust Hom. I ©18262 BGEA
Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bikle, MNew Eing James Varsion.

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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What a Tragedy!
By Franklin Graham

Could there be anything more that our troubled nation
and its leadership needs right now than the wisdom, power
and mnidance of Almighty God a5 revealed in the Holy
ScripnaresT
ica’s 1fth president, Abraham Lincoln, who led
the nation with great moral courage, said: “All the zood
the Savior gave to the world was comomumicated through
this Book. But for it we could not know right from
wrong.”

Jobn Cpincy Adams, the sixth president remarked, “Bdy custom is to read four
or five chepters of the Bible every moming _._ It is an mvalnable and inexhanstible
mine of knoailadge and virte ™

President Harry Trumsan said, “The fundamental basis of this netion’s laws was
given o Moses oo the Mount The fundsmental basis of our Bill of Rights comes
from the teschimes we zet from Exodus and Saint Maithew, from Izsish and Saint
Paul ™

And it was oaly a few decades azo that President Ronsld Feszan said: “0f the
many mfiuences that have shaped the United States into a disinciive nation and
people, none may be sxid to be more fimdsmental and endunng than the Bible.” In
1983, Beagan signed into Lewr o Act of Congress proclaiming it as the “Year of the
Bible.” The Act asserted “a nationsl need m study and spply its teachings ™
Tt was at the very begimning of my father s nmumistry that he decided once and for 211
that Scriphure was the infallible Word of God, snd thar his life and preaching min-
sty would be budlt om the lifechanging power of the Bible. Chring an era where
o doubt the inerrancy of God's Word, moy father always lifted his Bible high in the
pulpit and stood squarely on its imchanging mush

In fact, one of his Bibles fiom an early era of his minisiry will be part of the new
Dduseum of the Bible in Washington, IN.C., and oy hope is that this sroondbreak-
ing mnsenm will expose a pew generation to the endurng, ransforming and saving
power of Scoptore. God says that His Word will not refurn void, and T pray that
humdreds of thowsands of people will come to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The museum will open on Nowv. 17, just mvo blocks from the Madonal hall and
three blacks from the T7.5. Capitol It will be 2 histonic moment.

There has never been amything guite like i+—a nmsmun dedicated to the umique
history, namratve and impact of the Bible trough the millennia, filled with Biblical
artifacts and mamseripts from 014 and Mew Testament times, all sctifyine to the
mredible role played by God’s Word throughous the ages.

5 A massive replica of the Gutenberg plates that were nsed by Johannes Gutenberg
to print the workd's first Bible i mowable type, sparking a revelaton in the mass

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043

www.hospiceofrutherford.org
828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE
=l

Rutherford

The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford County, North Carolina,

strives 10 provide state-of-the-art,

compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting. From 18 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clack care, to
elegant living areas for visits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a ‘home away from hame’,

reproduction of the Scrptures.

You'll also see fragments of the Dead Sea
Scrolls, large portions of the Tyndale Mew
Testament, early macts and Bibles of hMartin
Luther, and some smazing displays that high-
light the Bible's imsnrpassed role m mfin-
enring entire civilizations with the power of
o' trans formine Tt

I love the Bibla I love how the Lord
speaks to my sounl &5 [ begin oy days read-
ing passages of Scrptare. I lowve to preach
its mansforming woths i our Festivals and
Cmsades.

T can't think of anything more encouraging
than 3 premier exhibit on the hisporical, cul-
tural and spiritual impact of the Word of God
placed in fe hesrt of our nation’s capital

T halieve that lnmdreds of thenasands of men women and children will pass
throngh e Mnsewn of the Bible esch year amd will leave with new wonder and aoe
at bow God nsed men to compumicate His inspired, suthoritative, inerrant Ward.

Think of it: §& books written by more than 40 authors on three continents over a
time span of some 1,500 years. All of it with 3 single, reqaming, redenptive theme
of a Savior who comes to rescue people from their sins through repentance and faith
in Jesns Christ.

Every single word from Genesis v Fevelation is God-breathed. as the Spint of
od superinfended the minds and pens of men . “ Al Scriprure is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reprogf, for correction, and for traming in righteous-
mass ™ (2 Timodyy 3:16).

In virtually every sector of public life today, the veracity and relevance of the
Scriprures is being questoned Scholars and theologians constantly cast doubt biost
schools and scademies can rarely bring up the topic of Scriphure without the fear of
legal action (thouzh some are able to present the Bible as literamre). Biased state and
federal conmts and hostile govemment mandates have served to practically ban aoy
Biblical references in the public sgnare.

When Sen Marco Rubio recently tweeted Scopiure verses Fobm 14:27 and
Proverbs 16:3-4, the hacklash was inmmediate. A Washington Post reparier suggested
Fubic kad been hacked or perhaps “tolly lost it™ An Esquire blosger called the
tweats “oddly terifying ™ and another journalist deemed them “unsertlmg ™

Such is the stste of affairs in our land,| where the Pew Besearch Center found that
fewer than half of adults could name all four (Gospels. and only four in 10 knew that
Job was a Biblical fisure known for followme God m the face of grest nuffering.
Mearly 40 percent of American adults seldom or rarsly read the Bible

Bdary years azo. when I was 8 young boy, my mother taught me the importance of
memarizing key Scrpiures. To this day, I can recall many of them. and the promises
of God's Word have sustained and guided me through the years.

I love the Bible I lowve how the Lord speaks to my soul as I begin mry days reading
passages of Scroprure. I love o preach its ransforming tmoths m o Pestivals and
Cmsades.

Thar's why it's my fervent hope and prayer that we will have a resurgence of
interest and estesm for God's Word. Any renewal or revival movement must have
the Bible as the centerpiece. for "fuih comas from hearing, and hearing trough the
word gf Chriss ™ (Foomans 10:17). God saves us from sin. and He dpes so as the msth
of God's Word is clearly proclammed.

Jobn Warcliffe, who will be feanmed prominently in the hiuseum of the Bible and
who first transtated God's Word from Lanm into the commen English lanmnaze of
ihe mid-13th century, said: “Holy Scrpiare is the preeminent authority for every
Christian ... Forasmuch as the Bible contaims Christ, that is all that is necessary for
sahvation.™ Men like Wilkizm Tyndale have been bumed at the stake for it. Men like
Martin Dather kave had to hide awsy in a castle while translating the Scriptures into
the lanroape of the people.

And that is why there is no other book on earth that can even compare o this
EBook—the inspired. infallible, inesrant Word of God ©2017 BGEA

Reverand Frankim Graham i Prezident and CEQ af the Billy Grafam Evan-
Ealistic Association and of Samaritan 5 Purse, an imtarnational Chrisian religf
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Keeping Your Finances Right
By Dr. Tom Walker
MeDowall Couniy

Thers zre many reasons why homes break up. I am going
to list several of these for you by way of introducton fo our
IMATTLAEE Topic:

1- Ower imvolvement with members of the opposite sex
2- Selfishness in the mamiags

3- Disrespect toward the other marriage paniner

4- Chatbursts of anger

5- Failing to share feelings with one another

&- Lack of physical infimacy

7- Failure to mesh lives together throngh shared actvities
8- Failare to conmmuovicate

8- Desmuctdve habits and addicmons

10- Character defects such as dishonesty and laziness.
11- The unequal yoke (believers shonld marry another believer).

Crverfooked by many, poor financial manazement may well be the munber one
canse for diverces. When a4 conple = not wise with their money, when the finanres
begzin to fail and causs extreme pressure in 3 marriage wowhle is o its way.

It is easy to obiain credit cards, bt it is another thing o manage them properly
that you might avoid over oblizgating yourself financially.

What can yon do fo svoid over obligating vourself when it comes to money?

Tallk About Your Finances and Create a Budget

It is essential in most cases fora
couple to have a budget. CBS Mews
gave the following informamon over the
Internet:

"Your bodzet is the lifeline of your
persomal finances_ Tt dpesn't mater
whether you chooss to create your bud-
get with an advanced budzeting sofiware
proeram like Mfint or with a papst and
pencil. What matters is that v use a
gysterm that works for you At the end
of the day, your badzet should List all the mcmme you have comung o, your fixed
expenses, your variable expenses and the date vour bills are due.

This step will take you a couple of hours at first However, once you're over the
hnunp of fisuring our realistic budgets to 5=t for spending on Zroceries, entertain-
ment snd other catepories, vou'll only need to make small tweaks month to month
Ewery dollar in your budzet should have a job. That means each time you receive
vour paycheck vou should know where and how your money will be used Tt
conld be for fived expences. like howsing and menrance; variable expences, like
groceries and uiilities; or items like savings and invesiments.

If vou have exira money in vour budzet, send it toward the top item m the
financial priorities list you creared when yon developed your plan. This way, you
always have your money working toward the most important financial goal. This
takes the puesswork out of budgeting and makes it easier to know how to handle
VOUI ILO0EY.

Evenmally, you will reach your financizl goals of eliminating your debt and
mreasing your savings, and somewhere along the way you will notice that vour
cach fHowr has increased — and what seemed like 3 stugele foom paycheck to
paycheck slowly disappeared It all starts with getting abead that first month  then
slowly mrreasing your savings from there ™

Male Sure You Have a Savings Acconni

It is =ad when a finsncial crisis comes in your mamied life and there is oo sav-
mgs account to draw money oo to meet the unexpecied bill.

Ewven if you are a Christian and say, "Well, the Lord will supply my needs", yon
still need to remember there is personsal responsibility. God kas given ns a brain
and desires that we use it and put momey back for a rainy day. It will rain and the
unexpected will come our way. Presumption is not faith; there is guite 3 notable
difference betwesn the tana.

Saving money is an important matter. Things that are made by man can amd will
malfimction from time to e What are you going to do if your well pump fails,
if the ransmisgion Foes out on vour £ar or if you face 3 major dentsl or hospital
ball?

A couple cught to save some money every maoath if at all possible. It may not
be a larze amount, but saving even a litfle each month, adds o your emerzency
respurce fond.

Idake 3 goal of bow nmch vou plan to save from each month If yon do so, after
a while yon will see your savings account increzsing. That should give a person a
great deal of satisfaction.

Uze Credif Cards Wizely

Credit cards are easy to obtain but sometimes difficult to control. When onr
eyes zet higger than our wallet and our fimancisl resources, then wwouhbls is on its
way.

Dbt can tally up quickly with the misuse of credit cands. The credit card com-
panies want you to build up your debt with them, so they can charge you unfair
prices for using their money. The inferest on several cards combined can become
so great that yon simply pay on the interest and bring your debt down wery little
exch month

The misnse of cards can become a trap that is very hard to find vour way out of

The best way to use credit cards is to pay off what you have charged ar the

end of the month. If vou do w0, you are not giving the cradit card lenders = lot of
money for nsing their money. It is not wise to give the credit card people money
ithat could be in your pocket or your savings account

Yo can become too financially oblizated that yon bave no choice what vou are
going to do with your money afier you receive your paycheck each wesk or each
month

If meceszary, go to a reputable financial coumselor to assist you in gefting your
finances in order.

Eealize Misuze of Finances Can Be Omne of the Most Divisive Forces in a Marriage

When things get out of kilter in a mamiaps relationship often the blame Fame
begms. One blames the other for the financial woes they are facing. As a resnlt a8
couple pets farther and farther spart unti] their marriage is totally desmoyed.

Hushands and wives can have different ideas abont money. While ome wants
1o be conservatve with their money, the other wants to spend it 35 soon as he
receives it One parmer may want to give to the charch, while the other one does
not see the peed of it. One may want 0 g0 on expensive vacations, while the other
pariner thinks i is best to stay aroumd home rather than deplete their finances on
0 expensive vacaton fwip. A couple needs o get together over money lest it pulls
themn apart.

If mismanapement of finances is the puomber one canse of mamiaze failure, it
would behoowve us to be very wise in how we deal with the money the Lord allows
us to hawve at ont fingertips. We must do all we can fo ensure that our marmages
lz=t and stand the test of time.

If a person needs some good information on finances and how o manaze them
Diave Ramsey has some excellent materisls that will be 3 bizx help to yow Just go
o the following web site: wwadaveramsey.com for tools fo assist you In putting
your finances in order.

Honor the Lord with your Finances

God has a simply formnla for the Christians financial success. It is found i the
Word of God:- Malachi 3:8-10 says, "Will @ man rob God? Tt e have nobbed me.
Bur e sery, Wherein have we robbed thee? In fikes and offerings. Te ane curzed
with @ curze: for ye have robbed me, even this whole naton. Bring va all the fithes
info the storehouse, that there may be meat in mme houze, and prove me now
herewith, zaith the Lord of hostzs, if Twill mot open you the windows of heaven, and
pour yvou ot a Blessmg. that there thall not be room enough fo receive it

If you honor the Lord in vour giving, He can make the fimds you have zo a Lot
further If the Lord can take five loaves and two small fishes and feed 2 nlttods,
then He can take what we have and canse what resouoces we possess to 2o a lot
further

Tom Walker is President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zion Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.
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w:lr;um I':rm ﬁnrfurth

By Brent Price
Mvichall County

Hospice of the Blue Fidge, formally MMitchell County
Hispice, is prond to welcome Kris Goforth to our team.
Ens is a life-long resident of Avery County and has over

ten years’ experience in the healthrare field. He is a famdl-
1ar face fo many who have been bleszed by his care and
Compassion

W baliewe Ernis brings a
wide range of gifts and talents
that will be invalushle as be works to create and main-
tain relationships with physicians and other healthcare
providers. However, the meost important relationships
are those he is developing with patients and famdlies
who need our services.

Eris kas the heart and integrity to enter into these
relatonships with the care and consideratdon each pa-
tent and family deserves. We are blessed that Enis has

Eriz Gaforth

joined ws and believe he will bless many others as weall.

Raverend Brant Price is a chaplain at Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue
Ridge
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Locally we have drog courts in several counties but not all. This type of reat-
smaller counties don't have epough of these.

Omee of the things I noted in researching the Drug Court was oo mention of the
faith-based community. What conld happen if the chuorches stepped up to fill the
Eaps in some of the treatmient that is lacking in the system becanse of finding.
Ohir church is now imvolved in 8 program called “Celebrate Recovery™. Could
these types of programs be nsed to lessen the strain on the government bodgets?

B, this leads me to the Ind observation. We need Christizns fo step up to the
plate and begin to treat these people like God's children. When somsone commes
1o your chnarch dressed differently or maybe a litfle dirty or they have a dmg
repuration, what is your reaction? Whether we will admit it or not, we probably
withdraw a little. They don't need our condemmation, but a loving acceptance.
Ciould we become their friend? Ack them to have coffee? Take them out fo eat?
We need to get rid of our pharsaical attinade and koo that a5 our affoomney gen-
eral said, “Except for the grace of God, there go 1"

YHADCE
*wamw.encvclopedia. com

Barbara Harrell loving mother, grandmother and sreat-grandmother. Part eviner
Bhie Ridge Christian Nonss.
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The Rest of the Story
Dipup Harrell

Clint was always mberesting to watch and listen to, his mechanical ability was
next to zero but his overall intellect was close to 100, I had the opporimity to sea
him in a high powered corporate arena and also on the farm. He really fit better in
the corporate arena, bt he cerminly kept things lively on the farm. This story is
no exception fo the mile. You just have to laugh ont loud at the experiences.

Diear Friends,

A devoted reader, and 3 salf-proclaimed Fommy Farm Fan,
recently admonished me_ . “IET were yon I would stay away
fromm that Diong Harrell. When you see him coming yon
shonld nm the other way!™ And I replied, “Where were yon
‘back i the day’ when you might have spared me the dan-
zers of Harrell Hill Farms™" She, of course, just chckled.

Again I come before yon this menth to share another
tale of termor. You know, even I am astonished by the sheer
vohune of perilous escapades which befell me during the
spring and sunumer of 2010 You do realize, of course, that
this is noy 20th Funny Fanm coloon. . how is it possible thar
so much drama could ecour in 3 7 month stint on the fanm?
But it did and at least the naghtmares are fewer now that T
can share oy stories with yow

A New Look

Yo muay recall that when [ amived at Hamell Hill Farms Iwas a BIG CHUBBY
city boy fiom Hendersonville, WC. At a svelte 200 Ibs I was most comfors-
ahle dressed im a parachute; nry wardrobe options were linuted at best. (Having
flashbacks, even as I type, of tadging moy ronumd self up and down the moumptaims
dragging equipment, GIANT backpacks filled with fertilizer, etc. .. snmbling and
rolling down nmbtple hills). It is 3 miracke that moy heart didn’t explods early in
my farming career.

Well it took only 2-3 months before I was transformed from Shanm to the lean-
mean Fammer Clint yon know today @ . Mew, a shadow of my former self, Ihepan
longing for some tme famier’s attire.

Cme suoumer’s day Dong dispatched me to Griffith's General Store m Tipton
Hill. (My flashback continees. . it was less than 90 days since I'd purchased SIZE
FIFTY jesns fo engulf my generous girth I have 3 vision of nearly needing a rope
o cinch them since I could not find a large enough belt ) Anyway, I doa't recall
the purpose for going there this day, but am certain it was o purchase soone piece
of farm paraphermalia which I wonld never recosnize without a written note fom
Doug.

Amvwray, as I browsed the miltions of cool gizmoes m this mral Mecca, I canght
sight of my heart's new desire. . memiime overslls. I mean the bib kind with the
snspender thingies and pockets galore. I was in lowe.

F.ecall that upon arrival at the Hamell farmbeouse a short while back I had no
money. .. zerp dollars. . nada. But Dhoue recently shared some 335 from an ontside
job be’d obtaized for raking hay. _.my specialty as you may recall. [ decided then,
oa the spot, to acquire nry very first Fammer Cling bib-overalls @ . I must confess,
althongh not with false-pride, I was looking good! Being a bit shy and not want-
ing to appear too dapper, I decided to keep the secret of my new acquisition from
Doz unfil the next moming.

Well, as nsual, moming (or I should say middle-of-the-night) came with the
familisr bellowing from my friend at the foor of the staircase..."Let's go, Pollard!
We're buming daviight!™ Why does he do that @ ! I sprung to my feet, showered
in 3 minutes, and quickly donned my new duds. I nmst say, I was looking pond.

Dipug was m the kitchen making hiz patented bockahest pancakes which I
drown in homemade molasses, when [ made orv enfrance. He welcomed me, as
nsnzl fo the mmhle bot averted looking in my direction for long. A liffls "Doug-
smurk” on kis face, those eyes twinkling a= they do, be said, “Wice clothes™. That
was it .. I think shock-and-swe streck him as I pranced about in my new persona.

Bees In Ay Britches?

Today was 1o be another “teaching moment”. . Fanmer Chint's first nse of a
chainsaw. I was anxious, a bit terrified to tell the muth, but excited at the same
mme. We wers zoing to blaze 3 rail up 3 monntainside to prepare for building a
road later that sunomer. T mean think shout it o moch better could things be. .
beanfiful cool summer’s morn. . my best friend and I side-by-side. . T wonld leam
& new skill with a new tool. . and T was looking like 3 million bucks.

Dioup is always very sarions when he begin:g mentoring me sboat DANGER-
OUS implements — today was no exception. He wamed me never to nse a cham-
saw nnless somneone was with me; I learned where to stand i relation to the wes
being felled; he demonstrated how to ot Lintle wedgies in a free to make it fall
where you want it; be talked about the importance of sharpening the blade; the
need to check the oil each fme youw refuel the tool; blah, blah, biah! (Of course, I
listen intently but make him do all that maintenance sff since I'm scared of ©#t7)

At last m answer to prayer, Dioug stopped talking ‘'waming chastsingteachime!
preaching and walked sway. I cranked that saw and felt the power of Panl Bunyan
descend upon me. . Farmer Cline the Lumberjack!

Tiv tell the absohate truth, I was oaly permitted to chop doam the itsy bitsy
frees. . well if T am tofally honest, the snes *assimed” to me were more like
taigs. . but who cares! I oras free and empowered. . alone with a power s, Dang
it was cool!

I sawed, chopped and nmtlated dozens of sprigs that moming. . rejoicing as

each one fell with a THUD (okay it was more like a “plink ™). Lest you think I was
on safe ground, know that I was challenged to WOT TUMELE down the hill with
chamzaw chuming away!

Afver a brief while T begam feeling a tingling sensation in my nether-regions
and legs. Chalking it up to adrenaline. [ imagined that T was just excited in nry
new role. When suddenly something stabbed me in 4 place one should not be
stabhed. I felt scratching itching, stinring sensations from oy chizeled abs to
my ankles. .. BEES, it omst be BEES in may mew overalls!

Sawdust Stingers

Idot wishing to make a scene, and hoping to avoid another embarrassing event,
T extimpuished ooy chainsaw {or tormed if off — for you novices) and bolted behind
a big pine. [ began disrobing, droppine those overalls to the ground and slapping
at my various body parts. I must kill the swanm of critters that was ageressively
devouring my flesh! :

Ax my pants hit the prowund I noted
tom of sawdust cascades from beneath
myshrrmdpm!egi n:}'me-m'_!.r

saw dust o cling like blood-sucking
leeches.

Cickly, I nmsed to moyself. .
“Perhaps overalls are mot the best at-
tire when using & chamsaw™ You see,
as the wood chips exit the saw they
are propelled backwards and, a5 you might envision, these tiny slices of wood
were entering the open bib of mry overalls. S0, my friends my pants were fillad
with sawdust.

Wall I emptied my Farmer Clint pants and resumed the task at hand — blessed
that (God spared me from another antack of killer bees, choozing instead to teach
me anather farm lesson. . WEVEF. EVER WEAFR. OVEFALLS WHEN USIMNG A
CHAINSAW!

Back At The Farmhounsze

Showered, dressed and gathered around the dinner table, I thanked Doug for
mry “chainsaw badge™ (I insisted that whenever I did something without getting
killed he had to give me an achisvement badze). He asked if T enjoved it and I
replied, ““Yeah butI learned to not wesr my overalls when nmming a chainsaar.
all the sawdust goes in the bib.™

There it was, that liffle glinuner i his Farmer Doug eves, “Follard, you are 8
hoot.™

I'm not sure, tut I think perkaps be wimessed my umclad self frolicking in the
woods trying to rid mysalf of the killer wood chips. Whatever the case, Doug
never azain chose o let me nse that chainsaw again hoommm. And, FYT those
overalls are too big now. . think I'l] g=t 2 new pair for a
date with my new bride Eay. Think shell be impressed?

At the end of the day I praised God that I had sorvived
vet another near-death happening on the Funny Fam g .

Humbied in the Hills,

Farmer Clint (ska THE Lumberjack)

OPEN ENROLLMENT
Medicare: Oct. 15- Dec. 7
ACA Individual Plans: Nov. 1 - Dec. 15

We Do The Work So
You Can Be At Ease!

— st

Marsha Letterman

Ehonda Robinson
EbenConcepts
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

Benefit Consultants

(828) 765-3499
(866) 514-3236 fax
alelis{@ebenconcepts.com

138 Highland Ave. I

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 3
Specializing in Medicare and A{H Enrollment Plans

www. bremews . com
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Why | Love the Bible

By Rew John MoCoury
Boan Mountain, Tmnessee

&2 how Jlove I thy law! if iz myy meditation all the day. - Psa. :
118-07 Can we say with the psahmist "I have mgioiced in the
vy af thy testimonies .. I will delight myselfin fiy stanures. "

I lowe the Bible becanse it is the Word of God. Both, the ex- |
ternal and the interal evidences for this are overwhelming ..
od spesks through the Bible to man and the belipving heart
is changed. That's external evidence. Bible accounts of saints and simmers alike
with our own experience. That is infemal evidence. 1 love the Bible for its unity
and union: Many authors in different places and circumstances wrote the Bible
over a period of many years, yet it has a unified message sbout God's purpose

for man and His plan of salvation. I love the Bible because it is smictly honest
shout nrv condition as & sinner. It is not bizsed toward sinful man even though

its suthors were men. Jeremiah 17-0 declares this withouot apology: "The heart

Iz deceifful above all things, and desperately wicked I love the Bible becanse
the Holy Spirit speaks to my need' throneh it, first by mterpreting it; second by
conviciing me; and third by condemning me. Finally, it presents the remedy of
salvaton throngh faith in the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ- I know He died for
me (Fiomans 3 220-28).

1 lowe the Bible for its consolations, its confinmations, and its conciliaton. It
pours the refreshing blessmes of its promises into our parched and thirsty souls,
and it satisfies ws over and over again Afier many followers had tumed away
from Christ because of some hard saying the Lord questioned the twelve dis-
ciples, "W pe alre go away?" Peter answered, "Lord, fo whom shall we go? thou
Ruast the words of eternal " (Fobn §67-88). The sxme declaration sppliss per-
fectly to the Bible. Thy testimonies also are niy delight and my counselors. - Psea.
118-24 We affirm the
buman argin of Scrip-
mare, for it was written by
homan beings and bears
the marks of lniman
sathorship, However,
we also affirm the divine
ongin of Scrpture that
God supermtended the
suihors of the biblical
text m such a way that
the final product can-
not teach falsehood If
we believe otherwiza,
then we have denied the cmnipotence of (God and have no reason to trost that He
can save 1s. The power and infallibility of scoipure ISATAH 55:10-11 “So shall
ay word be that goes out from my month,; If shall ot refurn fo me ampiy, but it
shall accompliizh that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I
sant it" (v 11). Isaiah 55:10-11 emphasizes the power that the Lord kas imrested
in His revelation. The word that goes forth from the mouth of our Creator-which
is Scripture. a5 Scriptare is " God-breatred” (2 Tim. 16-17)-cannot f3il o scoom-
plish the Lord"s purposes for it When God sends forth His Word in order to bring
shout 3 person’s salvation, that person will not finally resist His revelation. It will
comvert the man woman or child that God mtends o save. At the same ome,
when the Lord sends forth His Word to someone He has not chosen for salva-
tion, that revelstion will result in the hardened person's hardenimg his heart even
finther God's Word is powerfnl and effective both to reveal the way of salvation
to Christ's sheep and to hide it from the goats, those who kave not bsen chosen
from the foundaton of the world for redempdion (Matt 11-2 3-2 7). Fust as the
Word of God cannot fail to achiewe the purposes for which it is given, Scripiure
camnot f3il to teach the owth. The Scrp-
rures are infallible, that is, mcapable
of teaching error This is 3 necessary
consequence of divine mspiranon and
the omnipotence of God. Scriphure is
God-bresthed, and smee (God is tath
Himsslf (Jesus, who i= God mcarnate,
identifies Himeself as truth; John 14-

i}, He is incapable of telling any lie.
" Every word qf (rod proves frue, "' as
Proverbs 3005 tells us. The power of
Cod puarantees the infallibility of His

| A NEW SET OF 4 QUALIEYING ) 3100 REWARD '-‘}f precious Word Some people argue that
WHEN YOU BUY A NEW SET OF 4 QUALIFYING TIRES, e By o e
! SEPTEMBER 1, 307 - DOTOBER 31, 20 970 REWARD errors becanse it was writien by human
PO M PE INFERMATION. G TO COOPERTIRE (2 154 CAEHE TOVRING®, BES LASRA TRURING", beinzs, and buman beings are capable
R EAALL 184 804 P10 ISREVERER 1,70 IBCOVEAER SRE”, of erring. However, beingz capahle of
i p e o JIECINER:S 8/ 14" SPRUCE PINE error and actually éakjuganmarm
s ,'f.f'.'..','.',".'.;'_f,',,'".'1'.'::1.' iy a0 REWARD two different things. "4/ things are
o R £iE FIUAINT ™, DIEANERER 4127, i ; n
11 Todlims poar leam {oewary games his [l sop by paur local deaie PP MRS & ENOLITIIN T Pﬂ“w Gﬂ'ﬂ‘ I:I'-'IHI‘E 102 T, H-Ill'i
T, i Sscawer wivg o shivld CIUNT BY CIOPER ‘ WENTHER-MLITER WYL ﬂnﬂ_‘f cin mmmmﬂ
| = in such 3 way that their words cannot
teach ermor.
§8.705.2180 | —
n MeCoury iz pastor of Evergreen
i church in Roan Mountain, Temersoe
Quk Ave, Spruce P, NC | ciarch in Boan Mowns s
. HOURS: TAMSPM «MONFRI | Mursing Cantar
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Tirs Treasines

“Let Sleeping Dogs Lie. . .”
By Timetiy W, Tron
Burke County

The rain fell m large comforting drops. It had been a
sultry afiermoon in our little toam of Colletiswille. My
clothes were soaked throngh with sweat, so the coolness of
the precipitaion was apprecizted. The rain had stopped my
work on the land and allowed me the opporiumity to mn

fo the store for fuel for the tractor. Closmg the door of my
mmuck, T tarned to walk inside to prepay. The first thing that cawght my eye was the
pair of dogs lying on the porch, one reclining against the wall and the ather repos-
ing peacefully upon the bench. Earlier that moming when [ passed, they were

oa the opposite end of the store, sleeping under the shade of the shelter. People
passad, coming and going from within the store at an almest constant rate, yet the
o seemed none the more bothered. Meither beast strred froom their sleep. Their
carefres manner seerned so invibdng, it made you almost want to join them,

The first thing that came fo mind were the scenes from the Beverly Hilllil-
lies when Jed Clampett would be sitting out in front of the mansion whittling on
a stick, while Cuke, the old bloodhonnd would be sleeping nearbry. All that was
mizzing was Jed and his carving knife. Then again other than the fact that the
COmMmMINity Was In constant motion, there were acmally plenty of “Teds™ around,
they just didnt hawve time to stop and sit on this particnlar day. If ons were to
panss long enongh to take heed, they might ssp lopsing trucks roarmg past one
minte, 4 landscaping crew the next, or perhaps a caravan of motorcycle nders
heading for the winding roads mearby. Yet, amongst all the buzz of the daily zrind
in the valley, there was also a sense of peace and serenity. Call it the sura of the
John's Fiver that flowed peacefully belind the store, call it the sweetmess of the
pure mountain air, but it was something that seemed to float over the area no mat-
ter the day or time.

Cme might think of this as a lintle slice of heaven, where the cool waters fow
and the people all say “Howdy,™ bt it is nonch more, The history ponmays devas-
fation, desth and mowrning bot through it all the hesrty mountain people here
hawve survived The scripmare, “My Grace is syfficiens for vou, we find stnemgth i
Him in our waakness, ™ comes to mind in such moments. Their memaories tell of
stories of strurele and sunyival. They seldom shrink froom any danger. for their
spirits are embodied in the ancient tones of those distant lands fom which they
iraveled centuries bafore. A earty breed of people that congquersd mamny lands
beyond their owmn, they now bave settled into lives that are more complacent than
any time befiore in their history, Yet, occasionally there are talss that mval those
desds of old.

Today we take for granted so mamy things.

Mz, Zelma and Ms. Clara shared with me this moming of their Grandmother
who was a midwife dating back to the early part of the 2{ih century. She was
50 important to the area that she was the only person with a car. She wonld hanl
people down pig paths crossed with deep ruts of wagon wheels, car bouncing,
wildly, while she raced to the next person or persons in need. Wz, Zabma recalled
her car doors encoanpassed both the front and back seats. “Huge doors no child
could handle ™ she reminisced. Her srandmother was one of the last “Mountain
Droctors,” as Granoy on the Beverly Hillbillies might say. It was ber knowledze
of herbs, natiral cores, and the “Cld Ways,” that made her a ttue M1 Today, so
omich of that past has been forgotien, erased by our failare to conumumicate that
imalnable wealth of information froon one generation to the next. So, we rely oo
pharmaceuticals, food ndustries, and mamy other man-made, processed entities
we either consume or fake to supplement whar the Lord bath given. All the while,
cases of cancers and heart disease contimie to rise to new haights.

In the end we don't take what the Lord heth provided, becmise of what was
taken for pranted; so nmch the irowy of it all.

If we would only Irve as God had infended.

Onr society’s pace is dictated by the world mw]:mhwehve,creamghtﬂe e
for the “0ld Ways.” We find it
easier to jusafy buying the can
of beans rather than carming ouar
own. Meanwhile, the meat wea

srowih hormones, and additves
to make it more appealing and
sellsble in the markeiplace. In
the old days, the animals wonld
be processed in commumity
hog killings, for example, not
only providing the miments of protein to live oo, but also keeping the purity of
the fpod as it had been intended from the beginmning. But not just the food was
preserved, so were the ways of the people by coming together 55 8 commnnity.
In those gatherings, whether they were snapping beans, patting up hay, or killing
hoes, they talked while they worked. There the commnmication camed on, and in
that way, those cures and tales of old wounld be passed from one generation o the
next. Later, in the slowver seasons, they would be retold aroumd the winter fireplac-
es while their bellies would be filled with the foodsiuffs that had been prepared in
the easy, suoumer days. When they read fiom “The Book,™ from the famt glow of
ithe lamp lizht or wood fire, the words wonld have more significance becanse the
era in which they lived more closely matched those of Biblical times, as God had
meant it o be.

If only we'd take the time to slow down and sit for a spell. Like those dogs, let
us find ourselves just soaking in the moment. Come join me and =it for a spell.

“Yep, the ram is good.”

“Te been having some gooding™

“Toad stranglers yesterdes™

“Yep, river come ap a bit”

“Let slesping does hie,” they say, and so we will, but not for longz.

We must awaken the sleeping fold.

There is omach to testify for m this world, and the felds are ready for harvest.

o vea unto all natons and make disciples fior Christ, for this is our conumis-
sion

Thanks be o God.

Timothy W Trom is the Executive Director of the Waldensian Tral of Faith. He
fives in Faldese with ks fimily. He is the author of, "Bruecke fo Hemaen, ” amd
an aciive Mogger, ariist and musician. TTmorky alze has a BSEE from UF iz an
Eagie Scout and iz Fice President gf the Taldeze Merchants Azsoc. He haz been
Ordained to perform weddings ar the Tral and attends reveral area churcher

secking to samae the Lond every day.

Dyed Red Mulch

cC\u,j:'e Constr

See Us on Facebook

Pinc and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
N"’_"U:::i“ﬁiﬂ‘“ﬂ":lh 12715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine
Recyling Stumps, Limbs, : : :
Call for Dump Fees (ll‘._ .2:3) 1‘(66_6 169
www brenews com October 2017 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 17



Are YOU or SOMEONE you
know on MEDICARE?

Do YOU have a
LIMITED monthly income?

Do you PAY more than $8
for your PRESCRIPTION drugs?

If you answered YES to these questions, you
may qualify to receive help with paying for your
prescription drugs.

Call the Seniors’ Health Insurance Information Program, SHIIP, to find
out, Receiving this help will not change your monthly Social Security
benefits, (This program s not available to Medicaid recipients.)

Mitchell County Cooperative Extension

10 South Mitchell Ave,

Bakersville, NC 28705

Call (828) 685-4811 to schedule an appointment

Social Security Admintstration
1-B00-772-1213

S}iIH’

NC DEPARTMENT OF

INSURANCE

&
THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE

“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thrn window
=Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
=0Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
=Locally owned and operated
*Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program”

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

Seniors of the Month

By Doug Suddmsh
Mitchell County

Ap their meeting on Septemher 21st, the Botary Clob
of Spmce Pine weloomed Mitchell High School Seniors
of the Month, Anns Fheng and Garmrett Buchanan, and
Grant Sparks, Coumsalor st MHS.
courses and for being a part of 3 community in which
she has learned life skills that will be assets in her
future. She has been class president since het freshman E
year and currently serves as president of FELA and captzin of Varsity Chesrlead-
ing bker self-confidence. Her fuiure plans include attendmg TTHC at Chapel Hill

Gamret Buchanan spoke of his faith as the focal point of his idennty and the
value he places on integ-
rty, homesty, and empathy.
He has been inwolvad in
Ccommnnity projects and
helped familiss who were
affected by Hurmicane
Watthew last vear and
cuarrently serves as stadent
Pepresentative to the
Mirchell county Juvenile
Crome Prevention Coun-
cil. A member of the foot-
ball and wrestling teams,_
Garrett siill finds tme to
enjoy reading, writing
and drawing. especially  Rotary President George Nomo, Gﬂrmﬂucmt
about things in nahme. Anna Zheng and Grant Spariz
His fohure plans inchude
stdying health sciences st Duke or UNC at Chapel Hill with the goal of becom-
ing a surgeon and remming to western N to practice.

The members of the Fotary Clob of Sproce Pine congramlate Anna Zheng and
Garmest Buchanan as exemplary high school students and wish them future swccess
as they work to accomplish their educational and career goals,

Doug Sudduth i the Public Relations (ifficer for the Spruce Ping Rotary Club.

“Comani 1iad 1o Kagailloacy Bimiw 1919"

vy farirerinaur ance fom

D=
FORTNER i

Spiwie Fing

iy iz

[t b ray MSURAKCE AGENCY (HEE S b

LIFE « HOME » CAR = BUSINESS Juﬂ?-m.f?

INSURANCE
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What Is Life
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mirchell County

The Bible tells us a lot about life. JTames £:14 says ..
Forwhat is your [fo7 It s even a vapour, that appeaneth
Jor a little time, and then vanizhath away. Char lives have
aleo been comparad with prass that withereth saray, and
flowers that fadeth awray. All three of these comparisons
tell us 3 great truth about Life, “It Is Short.™ 5o, if life is
short, what nmst we do with it7 We omst do all we can
1o line up our lives with the Word of God and be the person God wants us to be
Sonnds simple, bat it is a very hard thing o do.

When you ask people, what is life they will give yon different answers. It's
Wonderful, It's Challenging. It's Hard to Understand, It's Diepressing, It's Bot
Fair and you could just keep on going, bur Life is really just how you look at it
The other day I was sifting i oy smdy thinking shout this queston What Is
Life? And I thought, people are looking for happiness in life. They are looking for
spmething to give them some rest and relaxation. They're ssarching for something
thest wvilll fill & woid they have mn their lives, and they will try many different things
to do this. People et imolved in many different activities, mrying to fimd just what
they are looking for Then I look up and see my Golf Clubs siting in the comer,
and it came o me that life is like a zame of Golf. Wow before you quit reading
this article or say I'm not interested in golf, or I doa't care abont golf, or that Golf
doesn't have anything to do with God, Please, read just a little further Give me a
chance to explain to you what I believe God has shown me as I was sitting there
thinking shout this question “What Is Life? Life is finding God and lesming shout
God. If's called Christianity. That's What Life Feally is about.

Mow, if T were to tell yvou that life is like a game of polf, the first thing a lot of
people would say is, Steve, golf and Chrisfianity have nothing in conumon. Well if
vou'll let me make a comparison between Golf and
Christianity. I believe it will become clear

People say (Golf is 2 senseless game bacause all
you are doing is chasmg a little white hall all over
the place Tying o get it in 2 hole.

Life with Cmt God is also senseless becanss yon
are chasing nothing, expecing o find something
only to be let down.

Golf is Difficult, and you must Practce it to be good at it.

Christianity is alse difficalt, and it too mmst be Pracdced Daily if we expect to
get better at it.

Golf is all abont being Consistent in obiaining a better score.

Christianity is shout living a consistent lifs for the Lord, every day, so we may
develop a beter Life.

Mow in (Golf there's a Starting Point, you nanst tee the ball up to get started.

Christigniry starts with God, when you Believe in God and Accept Him to be
your personal Savior.

In Golf, you need to line up with the ball before you hit it if you expect it to go
where you want it to.

Christianity, your life must line up with God's Wiord if yon expect fo experience
what God has o store for yow.

Golf you have o Keep your eye on the ball to make a good hit.

Christianity, you must keep your eyves on God so you can follow Him.

Golf you must follow through on your swing, becauss if you don™t, you will
either hook or slice, or yon will see your ball ;o n the wrong direction.

Christianity, von must follow throngh in your wealk with God, or von will find
yourself going the wrong way.

olf vou must beware of all the different hazards on the course, like Witar,
High Grass, Woods, and the Chat of bounds areas.

Christianity, yon must beware of the traps of Satan that be has set, Disraction,
Tempeations, Choices, you have o make along the way.

And in golf, if you do all things you'll stll have some bad shots along the way,
bt cver all you have 3 better pame.

And in Christamity, if yon do all these things you're siill geing to bave had
days, hard fimes, and life will not always make sense. bt yon will develop a bet-
ter and sironger life

Life's Victories don't come by accident, it comes by practice, and untl we start
practicing what God's Wird tells us we are going to find ourselves 3 rough
Predicament.

Fact: The reason I'm not good in golf is because I don't practice enonzh Could
this be the reason so many struggle with their Christian Life. there is not enough
practce tsking place?

Words of Wisdom:

= Omly God can change my life, =0 I must choose Him. WA

= There are Two great days in a person's life - the day we are bom and the dav

= Life is really simple. but we insist on making @ complicated. W/A

* Life is full of happiness and tears; be soong and have faith N4

* The good Life is one mspired by love and guided by the Lord W/A
A Litfle Laughter

A little girl, late for Sundsy School, was nmming as fast as she could foavard
church. As she ran, she prayed, “Dear Jesus, please don't make me late for Sun-
day Schonl ™ Tust 85 she was in sight of the church, she mipped and fell, bruising
her knee and dirtyimg her chothes. Undisnobed, the Iitfle girl zot up and stared
nnming agaim, this ime praying, “Dear Lord, please don't make me late for Sun-
dav School baf please don't push me. either™
St Williams i the Pastor of Bevry Chapel Bapiizt Chumeh i Speuce Ping.

Movie Ministry
By Libby Miller
Tmegy Coury

Wi live m 2 vesual society. Movies give us an opporomity
o 5it back, rebas and enjov leaming. Hyou are secking 3 clos- |
er relstonship with God, yet, your Life is too bosy or becfic,
ar you may find fhe Bible diffioalt to read snd vmderstand or |
meayhe you did not have the oppaoramity o astend cnwch 258
child our ovie hiimdsory meay be just the thing for you The
inderstanding of the entite Bible!  (The movies we will use are mder o CWLI License)

If yom e currently & Sundsy Schood Class, you aleady have the best in Bible Study.
This is for those who are not cumrenty atending a class.
Begimuing- First of Ocinber
Location: Faih Fellraship Ch - Mewdsles
| Classroom in new addition-back door
pny Tmie 930 am— 1045 am
Contact: Libbwy Miller to register or if you need diverfions
(B82-3304)

Following Sumday Schaal, von are weboorms to sty for
oour Warship Service at 11:00 am with Pastor Danad Gil-
Libly is a member qf Faith Fellowzhip Church in Newdale and has taught Sunday
School for 38 years.

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“A Little Our OF Tle Way, Bur ALOT Less to Pay”

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

Jonsered
Saws

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58:: frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffithl 5@ frontier.com

1 are of God, hitle chnldren, and have overcome them:
because greater 15 he that 15 in vou, than he that 15 in the

world 1 Tohm 4:4

wwrw brenews . com
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Overcoming Adversity

Congratulations to Michael Harris
By Dioug Harrall
Madizon Clowngy

Many people have challenges in life snd those of you
that kave had the pleasure of meeting Michae] sre awars
of his many challenges and maybe a few of his accom-
plishoents as well. Michael grew up in the Burnsville
ares and sttended schools in that area. In 2009 Wi-
chael gradusted from WOSU with a degree in Forest
Manazement and minors in Bosiness Administratien and Apnicoliure Business
Management. Shortly after pradusting be went to work with 3 line clesrance and
arhorioulmre company in the Asheville area and was mvolved in an accident that
changed his life forever. A five-hundred-pound limb fall out of a mee and des-
fmed him to live the rest of his life as a paraplegic. Since that time, Michael hag
arcomplished mamy things to be proud of inclnding mamrying his beawtiful wife
Tiffany. In August Michsel received his Master’s Degree in Business Administra-
fion from Gardner Webb University, sradnating with a 3.95 GBA.

In talking with Michsel his love for his
church and church family shows throush
in his comversation. He and Tiffany at-
tend First Baptist in Burnsville, where he
and his famdly have been members for
years. One of the reasons that MMichael
giwves for his being able to move forward
with his life was the love and acceptance
showm him by his chioch family, and he
thanks them from the bottom of his heart.
Family and friends have alsp had a tre-
mendows impact on his life bis dad and mother were totally supportive and were
the nltimate care givers. He lost his mother last year, and that was hard to handle.
His father, Tony Harris, went throngh cancer snd even in the face of all this, faith
remained strong. Childhood fendships have also helped camy him through hard
fmes with fishing trips and other shows of support and acceptance of him with the
different Lifestyle he has had o live.

Adichae] wants t0 encouraze each of us o be willing to really be supportive of
those aroumd s that face challenges of all kinds., A wanm smile and show of sup-
port can mesn 50 much to someone that is burting and facing stmggles that most
of us never face. Latus all remermber. there but for the Grace of God go L
Congratulations to MMichael on the continned journey of success that he and Tif-
famy are embarked on thank vou for letting your love of Christ contime to showy
throngh lowd snd sorong in the face of adversity. May God confinue to puide your
path and bless your efforts and thank youn for being the example God would have
youn to be. A lizht for others to follew by being the person youw are.

Comments from Michael:

In thinking of clnarch, especially during these
meredibly divisive times, it should be a place where
we affirm one another. Mot criticize or degrade
each other. It should be the place where each
person can be their troe self, and not wormy sbout
what others think  becanze we all nesd to adnare
and koo that we are sinmers and fall short. Az a
society, we love miles. We lowve for someone to just
give us the answer becaise we are intellectually
lazy. I feel this is not the correct approach in life,
or faith. If you zo to chorch just to get answers,
you'Te not being mtellecmally challenged. In
order to leam and grow with God, you should
leave with more questons than answers. This
way you want to know more, and search in erder
to leam. In thinking of mles, I feel 1t wonld be
awesome fior charches not o display the ten com-
mandments. but the beatimdes. As the body of
Christ on this planst, and in atempt to umite, we
should not build walls. We should build bridzes
i order to live out his mission cutlined m Loke
4:-18-19. An anthentic relizgion where the display
of love, compassion, and empathy fo everyone is
seen, and whese all who are weary and seek rest
are welcomed is what people are searching for
shoar who God traby is, and it changes
lives. These scts are not experienced or
seen in the miles or processes which so
many desire and claim woald fiv societ-
ies problems (ie praying and doing the
pledze of allemiance each day in school,
beingz in church every tme the doors are
open, etr.). They are seen and experi-
enced by paying close attention to what
is 5aid in the red lefters. Following this
exampls can belp you act in such a way
that you are proof of a living God.

Doug Harreil iz a ijfe-long resident of Mitchell County, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Bapiist Church and Publisher of the Biue
Ridge Christian News.

The best time to
bag a trophy home.

Save thousands on a new home.

-

House

Clayton Hunting
e Season

(828) 433-8455
1276 Burkemont Avenue
Merganton, NC 28655

Wl !'.l't alilgil WAl lon.Ccom

www. brenews.com
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Quality is our Priority
Quality of Expertise. Quality of Care. Quality of Service.
Quality of Life. For more than 45 Years, PruittHealth has been

providing peace of mind to our patients, residents and clients.

Committed to Caring

Our health centers offer a wide range of care options, including
short-term rehabilitation to get you well and back home again,
or more traditional care in a skilled nursing home setting,

Proven Professionals

In the world of ancillary medical services, one company pro-
vides single-source solutions that satisfy both the patient’s and
the health management organization’s best interests.

Best Nursing Homes
PruittHealth announces that 17 of its skilled nursing and
rehabilitation centers were recently recognized as the “Best”

by U.S. News & World Report.

We offer a spectrum of serices allowing patients to
receive the uninterrupted care they need within the
same family of providers.

» Skilled Nursing

* Physical Therapy

» Occupational Therapy

» Speech Therapy

* Medical Social Work

» Nursing Assistants

Serving Mitchell, Yancey, Avery and surrounding counties.

it PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

Mitchell (828) 688-3421 | Yancey (828) 682-7825 | Avery (828) 733-1550

www.PruittHealth.com

he PraittHaslth Organization complias with spplicabla Federal civil ights laves and doos rot discriminate on the basis of race, color, netional corigin, ags, dsabiity, or sex.
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This land is your land.

Ofertog, ke for:

« Bailding er Baring a Home

« Farms, Lots, & Home Sites

« Small or Large Tracts of Land
+ Timber & Recreational Trach
+ Hunting & Rshing Properties

R U CAROLINA
furming huning, o justa plce o get awey—Farm Credit

an help make ot your land. Call us. We're the experts. mﬁ%
Jereny D. Ballrd, Loan Offcer Lo for hames i, and i
507 Wist Min Street | Burmville,NC 828-682-6100
828-380-0204 cell wwwcarol i armered . com

g Lowns | Home Loans | Land Lo | Appraisabs| Anancial Flnaing | Crop lnsurance | Lie lnsurance| Leasiog,

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

McDowell Residents Walk in
Support of Life

By Marion Stephan

McDowell County

“Sadly, ons of the most dangerous places for this
EEneTation is in a mother’s womb,” assers Mike Zullo, a
member of the McDowell Pregnancy Care Center’s Board
of Directors. Zullo, pastor of Amazing Grace Baptist
Church in Manion, was sharing his insights through the
Center 's video ““You Don't Have to Walk Alone ™

On Saturday, September 23, about 300 men women, and children stepped
arpund the YICA outdoor greenway in Marion so thar local families will not
bhave o walk alone through unplanned pregnancies. The occasion was the M-
Dowell Pregnancy Care Center’s §th Anrmal Walk for Life.

The walk raised almost 527,000 to help the Center provide suppart to help
muvthers brimg their babies to term. These respurces inclode prepuancy tests, pear
comnseling diapers and baby supplies and ultrasounds showing the new life sromw-
ing within 8 mother.

Bduch of the money raised was through donations collected by the walkers and
money collected from local businesses and charches who purchased spots on the
back of event t-shirts. Funds were also raised thromgh "Celebrate Life Footprint”
sigms ammayed along the tail. Supporters domated 55 to display the names of spe-
cizl individozls on the signs.

Church teams harvesting the most donatons this year were: Glenwood Baptist
Church, collecting 54665, Providencs United Methodist Church, 2, 763; and
Mew Manna Baptist Clurch, 32 065 Thess teams recaived plaques for their ef-
forts.

Top individual fimdraisers wers: Danis Love Glenwaood Baptist Charch,

52 40y, Landon Dowdle, Providence United Bethodist Charch. 51, 718; and Take
McEinney, Mebo
Baptist, 3520.
These win-

ners received
their choice of
the door prizes
donated by local
merchanis.

Also contribnat-

Marion Stephan iz aChunmjwﬁmmmrrmdMﬁhrﬂmmmtﬂm
mumily Church i Marion,

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

HWelcomes You fo

Celebrare Kecavery
Thursday's at F:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ
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Toe River Arts

Forest for the Trees
By Kate Groff
Tancay Cowunty

Cm October 7, the Toe Fiver Ams Bumsville Gallery will
be hidden within the trees fior an exhibit entitled “Forest fior
the Trees"—paintings by Debra Carpenter. The ecchibit will
contime throngh Movember 11.

Diebra moved to Spruce Pine from St Augustine m 20146,
For years, she would work in her litfle howse on the beach
exploring color and discovering a new way to inferpret the
landscape. “Diy eves were losing far sight. I noticed the wray light ‘mosaics” be-
tareen the branches of trees. I painted thiat nsing the letters and Light play. " When
she decided it was time to make 3 move, she recalled the many mips to Penland
with her mpother and the wondarful area. A listing on Zillow drew her to Sproce
Pine; she has “never besn happier.™

“For many decades, I experimented with interpretations of rees, from the forus
on the way light through their limbs seemed to break mbo prisms, t0 color paterns
thrown on fields like condet. I played with background color and contrast; it
seemed as if the limbs were afite . Painting is a conumumication, a reaching out,

- — fromn the canvas to the
- 4| artist to the viewer .a
¥ constant journey with
an ever-illesive desting-
tion. It is nrv hope. you,
; i viewing these selec-
"f tons, will also enjoy
S 8| the ride ™

: “Forest for the Trees™
| will explode in buge

displays of color on the
gallery walls from Oc-
tober 7 through Movem-
' | ber 11 st the Bumsville

are 10:30 am to 5 pm, Tuesday throwgh Samurday. Toe Biver Arts is 2 non-profit
dedicated to connecting arts and the comnmnity and supported by individuals,
organizations, and businesses who believe in the benefit of an aris filled life to 2
thriving community. For more information, please call 828.682.7215 or visit the
website, toariverarts oTg.

Kae Grgff = the Programs Coordinator for the Toe River Arts Council,

Come in for all your
hunting saupplies!

Mﬂmﬁtammr Pﬂ.‘ﬂ'ﬂ Shop

12513 5. 226 Hwy.
Spruce Pine, NC

(828)765-7651

P\ Hospice and Palliative
C | Care of the Blue Ridge, cine.

\:’:/ Formerly Hosplee of Mitchell

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the
sponsors, vendors and members of our community and the Mountaineer Shrine Club made
this years Cruz-In for Hospice a great success . Your support and generosity is vital to our agen-
cy and enables us to continue to deliver the exceptional care that our community deserves. We

would like to give special thanks to the Rod-Busters of WNC, without their kindness and dedi-
cation, this event would not have been possible.

www. bremews . com
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OCTOBER 21, 2017
1PM - UNTIL

PRESENTED BY: Buck Stove
200 Ethan Allen Dr.
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Other Performances By:
Davip HoLt
THE SURLY GENTLEMEN
UNSPOKEN TRADITION
WHITEWATER BLUEGRASS

ADMISSTON:
520 Advance

§25 At the doer
12 and under free

» VENDORS

* ARTISANS

* FOOD

* FUN

« BUCKS TINY
HOUSE TOURS!

828-765-61
www.brbluegrass2017.com

Bits 'n Pieces ...

gaant Trofter, played by Steve Elderbrock. doesn't know which of the characters
snowhound in the old inn is 3 murderer. Maybe it's Ms. Boyle, plaved by Rose
Bay Apatha Christie’s The Mousetrap opens on September 30, umwing fior thres
weekends. Tickets ars gvailable at woarw parkwayplavhonse com or by calling
B2E-6E3-4285.

Oxinber Fres Seminars Mavland Small Business Center

Basics of Bookkespme (3 Houms)

This class will disouss the v most imporant fnancial staemnents in bosiness: the person-
] financial statement, the balance sheet, the income sofement. and the cash flow staement.
The class will slso oover basic bookkeeping snd record keeping skills. Asendees will gxin
2 worksble knowledze of how to property record financial transactions for a usiness.
1072, 3L 5:30-8-30 pmn. Fee Waived - Hollifield %/ firchel] 828, 7568 1205

Hivay o Ifarket Yomr Businsss Colins to Incresse Salss (2 Hours)

This senvinar teaches how to gt your bosiness successfilhy Ilmmched into fhe digital workd
=s well as online markesing stratesies that will incresse sales. Eperpetic and Infonmative
(o Degatal Public Pelstions Director, Fames “Zen"™ Donglas will disonss oument online
marketing platforms that are proven fo uild sales.

105, TH, 5:30-730 pm -Fee Waived -Dionzlas-Mische]l 828 766 1395

Yinar Small Business Taxes (3 Hours)

Gain 3 solid imderstanding of taes required for smaall usiness owners and develop te
=nd procechwes for both stste and federal taxes. Class will be tanght by a CRA

109, BL 5:30-8-30 pan Fee Waived -Sisk-hJormis-Mitchell B35 765 1395

Create. Market Sell! (2 Hours)

World rencwmed besket msker and marketing expent, Matt Tommey, started ouf cresting
baskets fior fim from Kndm Merging his love for ant with bis knowledss of marketng,
Ndatt went fill time info the bosiness of msking baskets, He made his passion his job and
now owns 3 hcrative stadso on the Biver Arts Dhismict of Ashevills MC. Signap for this
serninar and get ready o creste, market, and sell your art!

10711, W 4:00-5:00 pm. -Fee Waived - Tonumey
TRAEAHREEIECE!E;E}:EEPEEE&THIE‘I

Wioly Wom Craft Showr Prmer (2 Hours)

Tuast in tinne For the Wioly Worm Festival! In fact, this serviner will be locsted st the site of
the 201 7 Wooly Worm festval atthe Banner Elk Maylsnd Satellie Campns! Leam oy o
properhy desplay wour fesmes o 2et the atention of prospectve vers. Topics will inclods
booth types, setting up, tent siyles and recommendations, common show requirements.
bailding displays that target your buyer, and the elements of 8 onstome  friendhy boodh,
1012, TH, 4:30-6:30 pom -Fee Waived -Styles-Barmer Blic 838 7651205

Buminess Plan Presenmations and Gradnaton (2 Homs)

Drevelopment of a business pitch is a cnadial factor to gain fimding and boild 3 costomer
base. In this seminar, each participant will be provided 2 maxinmm of = mimses o pres-
eni their story, passion, and business idea to their classmses, Gradnation follows widy a
presentstion of certificates

10718, B 5:30-730 pum.-Fee Waived -Cook Piullips-hichell B28 7661295

Hoay 1o Selll Your Prochact or Service Cmline (2 Howrs)

Dieveloping a revenne stream from online sales is ofien an essy way for smsll businesses
o incresse profits. Lesm what sites work best to sell vour product of service. Epergetic and
Infommative spesker, Fames “Fen”™ Douglas will disonss popular as well as up and ooming
1019 TH, 5:30-7-30 pm -Pes Waived -Douglss-Michell 828 766 1205

Forecastine Inoome in 3 Seasonal Market (3 Hours)

The Avery-Riirhsll-Yancey iComsty market i= considered 2 “travel and toorism” doninated
markst The popalation varies. prasty fom someser to winter, By this class, we will expore
dats sovrces that are svailable to assist 2 bnsinsas oamer fo predict sales and incomse from
season b sessom. This sesviresy will slso shoar wou hoear to use this mformation oo plan
o busimess year

1024, T, 5-30-830 p.m -Fee Waived-Branch-Yancey

I

:ir_lg_ll'l,l e DY

of Com r| IEMNCE

A5 Halloweer )

Spec\:a]

October 31st

on the Square &

FUN = FAITH - FOOD

wwrw brenews. com
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New Heights on U.5. News
& World Report

By Nina Mastandres

Avary Coundy

BAMMER ELE M.C. —In an increase from last vear’s
Mo, 23 spot, Lees-McFae College landed at Wo. 19 as
best regional college in the South in addition to 2 spot
on the “Best Valne School” List in the newest evaluation B
released by U_S. Mews & World Beport.

U5, News assessed more than 1,800 mstimbons, apd considered momerous fac-
tors such as smdent populaton, sradustion and retention rates, reputation, stadent
selectivity, faculty and financial resourres and percentage of pradustes who zive
back as alumni

As for the Best Value ranking. the “calenlation took mte account 3 school's
academic guality, as indicated by 1tz 2018 U5, Mews Best Colleges ranking, and
the 2016-2017 net cost of atendance for 3 student who received the sverage level
of need-based financial aid,” according to the 1.5, News & World Feport website
“The highet the quality of the program and the lower the cost, the betier the deal.”™
“Omly schools ranked in or near the top half of their categories are included. be-
canse U5 Wews considers the most siznificant valees to be among colleges that
are above average academically,” added the U5, Wews website.

U.5. News & World Eeport, an online resource for np-to-date rankings and
advice on subjects mchading education health, money, mavel and more, releases
itz anmual rankings fo hizhlight the most cofming-edge programmimg.

The four-place bump in ranking can be stirboted in part to improvements in
retention and graduation rates, as well as increased peer recognition during the
previous acaderic year

“Lees-McPae is an institotion with a commitment to contimied mprovement.™
53id Lees-McFae President Bamy Buxion.

Hastled in the Blue Ridze Mountains
of western IWorth Caroling, Less-McPas
College is a private, fnr-year college
offering diverse baccalanreate degrees,
strong athletic programs and oucstand-
ing faculty. Field-specific career prepa-
ration and hands-om learning enhance
the broad core curmicnhom. For more
information, please visit wanw. lme_edn
or call 828 898 5241,

Nina Mastandrea is the conten! manager gf Lees-McRae College

WNC Nonprofit Pathways Workshop
Focuses on Effective Fundraising
B 5Susan Larson

Mirchell and Tamcey Conniy

mmmmdm:hnd:mdhammmmnnhday
October 20, from 100200 am. to 2:00 pom. at the Yancey
Emmr_'i'Pu]:llicLibm'l_.r. MNooprofit consultant Beth Trizz will
lead the workshop “Alternatives to Special Events: Effecove Fondraising Sirate-
mies " The discussion will focus on the anmnal campaipn and fimdraizing from
individual denors as efficient alternatives to events.

Manwy nonprofit orpanizations nse special events to raise money. But do they
work? Monprofit staff and volunteers sometimes have 3 love-hate ralamomship
with events. They valne the visibility and oureach benefits of events bat are
frustrated by the time and energy that is required to organize one that is snccessful
and the soess that often accompenies event planming. This workshop will explore
some key questions about events as part of an organization’s fundraising plan.
Topics will inchude how small organizations can be most efficient and effective
with fundraising and what fundraising stwategies have the highest retom on fovest-
DD,

Eeth Trige has worked at every level of
nonprofit erganizations: as a staff member,
&5 3 board memwber, a5 3 volunteer, and as
& comsulramnt —mﬂmrg_a.m:.m:mns fmmﬂ:e
smallest miost grassroots level up to the scals
of larger internationsl organizations.

Thig event is the first in a series of 2017-
18 Lunch and Leam Workshops sponsored
by WHC Monprofit Pathoways especially
for the Avery, Mitchell and Yancey County
region. Please email sjanelarsoni@gmail
com or call Susan Larson at B28-765-2652
1o pre-register and have the link sent. The
deadlime to register is October 16,  There 1= 3 nominal fee for Each Lumch and
Learn session with lhumch included in the fee. WHC Monprofit Pathrrays makes
hizh guality, capacity building sapport availables st low of no cost to nonprofits
across the monntain region, thanks to zeperous collaborative fiundimg from 2
group of foundations.

Susam Larson coordinaves programs qf WNC Nonprofit Pathways in dvery, Mitch-
&l and Yemcey counties. She lives in Mivchell County with her huzband, rettred

828-682-9675

A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE!

HONORS elite

www. brenews. com
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CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Medicaid Covered Services Other Services

« In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
= CAP for Disabled Adults & Children * Insurance
= CAP Choice = WA Homemaker Service
= Padiatric Murse Aids = Companion/Sitier
= Respile

Our In-Home Aldes are supervized by a registered nurse
who is avallable during all hours worked by Bhe aide,

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340

Member of The Association of Home And Hospice Care of NC

BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Foan Bd. - PO. Box 217 - Spruce Pme, NC 28777
Phone (828) 765-2762 - Fax (B28) 763-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 Amenican Thread Bd. - Marnon, NC 28752
Phone (B28) 756-4426 - Fax (E28) 736-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Cell (828) 385-1009

Chance Boone

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OB and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your
family before and
after yvour delivery.

Call teday to
schedule an

appointment!

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHMERSHIP

Providing prenatal and family cara
for more than 70 wears!

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Celo
675-4116

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Bakersville |

G28-2104

Bowman Bth- Graders
Study History

By Cindy Ollis

Mirchell Couniy

Upon stadying the Barle of King's Mountain in secial
stadies class, Sth- graders at Bowmian Middle School shara
their views why If Is important o stody, conunemorzte and remember the aromy
of citizen soldiers that changad the course of history, After five-and-kalf years of
fighnne in the Fevelanonary War, a group of citizen soldiers, paniot miliza took
the threat from Major Pamrick Fergozon ke would “hang their leaders, and kill
their families and desmoy their homes with fire and with swerd.” Their deciston o
tzke the fight 1o Ferguson was the begimung of 2 march known as the “overnmoum:-
tain ren march™ that wonld
prove to be the tumuing poiwt
of the war according fo maoy
historians. Even though they
were simple couwnoy people i
their sirong detenuninaton and
allzgiance to family awd fread,
proved to be enouzh o defeat
the likes of Ferpuzon and hos
1,100 lovalists oo top of Hing's
Mountain m 1780, History like mers
all things stories, haritage,
baliafs dies if it is not resald,
passed on and ramernberad.

A battle fought and woa by

3 group of “backwarer men”,
that changed the enfire war is
too importaot o be lefi in the
dust and forgotten. Bowman
fth-graders visited the Min-
aral Musenm srovads which
wWas 3 mepagerie of IREnACtors
dapreing the Life and tmes

of the brave cvermountain
men snd women who stamed

2 march fom the Watauza
Senlement They crossed oux
vary own mountaing and mads
2 difference through thetr sheaer
determination to gain their
freadomu. Demonsmatons of =

1780 life proved to be eclizghrening and educatonal.

Cynthia Olliz is an Stk Grade teachaer ar Bowman Middle School,

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You fo

Celetrnate Recoueny

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from

Addiction Through Christ

www. brenews. com
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Habitat For Humanity

Home in Ledger for
New Fartner Family
By Puobm Warden
Afiteiel] Coumgy

“We want to have a bestar chance a1 life and raising oo
siom, Wiaylon, I a safe and wanm place wea can all proudly call
homna, We have both dreamed znd mlked about cvwning our
o honne, yest i sesmned out of reach snd almiost dupossi-
ble.” shares Jessica Hovle and Joey Stout, who are Michsll-
Wancey Habiar for Humanity's newast parmer farmiby,

In earky spring, while working as 2 wailiress in Sproace Pine, Jessica was serving one
of her regular customiers, Bill Soudy. His fiend. Dr Marvn Walker sat with bim and
Jessica potced hes Habitar for Humianity T-shirt. Urbeknowmst m Tessica Walker
has served our local Habicat 25 a board member, volunteer, and member of the Famiby
Salardon Connnittes for our affilizte homies for many vears

Jeszics earfully sxplames. “T coulde't stop bomnbarding him with guestions abont
how o g0 about being selected for a Habitat bome He encomraged me to apply and
helped e to realize thar [ was the kind of hard working person that Habizat was
seeking. S0, [ applied in April znd by June we were informed we were selected. It
iz fimally tme for us to move on and now dresimn abour waking up in dee moming moa
new, war bome of our owm. @

Jessica and Joey's Iife stories are a testimiony 1o teelr restlience and smong farth
thar they could overcomes the emptonal aed
fnancial difficuldes of deir voumzer years. Joey
lefi hiz horpe m Foan Ronntain when be was 14
vears old He became homeless and supportsd
himnself doing fann work and covsmacion, whila
sometines Iving m bis station wagon for lons
perinds of tiwe, His fate bezan to change atage 19
winen e went to work for Tom Linleton cwner
of Sprace Pine Baich Torn aed bis fantly took
himn in z0d helped to 2t kim back on his feet.
Joey worked at Spruce Pine Bawch as an Assistant ) - *
supervisor of Prodoction for 12 years, Ower those .-E_'__'l' im | % '
vears, e began to think more seriously sbour the R T —_——.
furure, having a family avd owning a homs, Hayla, Stout family

Jessics grew up in Plowtres Crask m Avery Counnty with ber mpther aed four
athlmazs, “We srew up diot poar, “she reports. “Wa had 2 roof ovar our head, but nat
2 wary nice one. And we lved oo a sroall trailer on a direroad. Chr Loving mons was
our rock aed worked seven davs a wesk with never swything to show for it” Jessica
shwvays aspired o go to collezs; however, she bad no erootons] or financial sappon
from her farndly. She paid for school with a small scholarship snd stedens loaps. She
gradnated fom Wamen Wilson College in Swannsnoa, WO with 2 BA n Elementary
Education As 2 voung teacher she felt very challenged by large class sizes and dis-
courazed sbowt beinz a zocd teacher aud paving off ber education Leans.

Althiough Jessie and Joey had been fends since middle school, they rekindled teir
friendslip m 3011, began fo dare, apd became engazed They shared 2 sindlar passion
of home gwmership and refornsed their nomal life zoals to save maoney, buy 3 home
and have a family. Toey had 3 good job, with 3 401K health imsurance a savimgs ac-
count and was making 3 vary livable wage. In sarhy May of 2011, during a business
derarbum. Toey was Llaid off from his job. A weelk later, he sufferad a brain ansuream,
“Wiy medical condition chanzed everytins and our draarms sesmed to 2o out the win-
donw,” recalls Foey, Dhming an 11-day stay 1o the Misston Mevro Head Traues 10T in
Ashevilie, he suffered a second brain speunysm. Joey was in recovary and mesble to
wiork for the neot five wears, “T call myself 3 working miracle to have sanived these
mcidents and o kave been able to fnd 3 patk to prosper
agzin,” reflacts JToey.

Ther sow, Waylow, was bom on Decernber 14, 2012
“Since that tne, T have been i charge of our bome and
the childcare domg all the cooking, shopping, cleaning
and yard work. T kmow how difficnds bonsework can ba.
Although T wanted badhy to go back w werk over those
vears safeny teanes mothe workplace were 3 concem ™
repoms foew, In 2014, Toey was cleared by his meurola-
gist o g0 back to work part-tme and is pow providing
zeneral support with producton, maintenance and
construction at Spruce Pme Batch He speaks highly
of Toem Litleton znd General Macager, Brends Wilson,
for the pensrous and canng support they have providad [
fior hirn to remun o work.

Jeszics has been supporting the family during Toey's
recovery by wooking sin days & week, sometimes owo
jobs 3 dav and oo weekerds i the resall and food
mdusmies. She shares “I know now that T have to do
wiatever it takes to Kesp vy jobis. However, sore day Twant a job whare T can work
with children and vse niy education snd dkills to promote early lsracy, el Ike I
was meant i do more with ooy life and I want o find that path ™

The family onreatly Ives in 2 very small 130-year-old cabin owed by Fraok and
Lillizw Forbes, where Joey has restdad for mary vears. Joey feels the Forbes have
teated him apd bis fanuly ke kis oam and pronided ae affordakla and safe place
o raise Waylon, However, their zon has allergies and astona. Avd since Joey also
sougzles with OOPD, they nead a larger Uving space and healdvisr eovmonment whare
these medical copdiions can be more easily addressed,

They reveal, “We always mead to maintzin our crediz ratpg and pay our bills be-
canze we know someday we want o buy a house. We just don't qualify for a mor-
zage and can't find a decently mamained place with afordable rent. i a zafe locaton,
and 3 place for Waylon to play.  Our new Hahimar bhoaze will balp us 21l fee] pratimde

St e

Jogy works qlangside craas
and oiher volunteers fo help
Busld kiz new Habitar homae
in Ladger

Mirchell County Habitar Communily Developrment Advisery Council
Mirchell-Yarcay Habitar for Humaniiy board members and commmunity represehng-
rves sl on Seprember I3th in Spruce Pine fo extablish the Mirchel! Cownty Com-
mimity Develapment dchvisary Council, Habitar it scheduled fo buld fvo new
hamees i Mitchell Coumpy over fhe next year: The Cownct! will halp the affiliase
S Barrer wayr fo inform and inmvelve communiny members in e Habitar mission
i Mitchell Coungy. Members include (lgft —ight upper row) Brandon Roberis,
Folin Warden, &ary Regy, Gepry Rovpfroe, i Erlandzon, Scotr Reece

{lewer rowl Cindy Sexron, LibBy Phillips, Susan Larson, Bill Summmeriin

Nor piciures hore. Darla Havding and Steve Bruton

and pride and belpas o change our ves. We are thankfial 1o the Lord for this oppor-
ity o make a good bome

The board and stff of Mitchell-Vapcey Habitar for Humaniny weloome dus fine
new parmer family  Thedr sife in Dedzer is cumrenthy bems prapared for bailding. and
consmuction will begin this fall They will work alonzside Habimat vohutes craws
and local contractors o build their three-bedroom bome, aed the Sty will recaive
2 bo-interest 23-vaar mortzaze. Jessics and Josv wnll be reguired fo pay 2 monthly
mortzags, land taxes, and menrancs, Their horse will be the 24tk harns bt by
Mirchall-Yancey Habitar for Humanity since 1982, providing safe and afordable
honsing for 28 deserving farnihieas since thar droe.

Ilirchall-YVancey Habitat for Humarcty is seaking volunmeers to balp bald their fam-
ily bome. Are you meerested mosharing vour dme znd talents to bhelp JTessica, Joey, and
Waylen make the dream of owndng deir bome 2 reality”

Cioatact: Steve Broton,
A0-Y Habatat for Huomeniny Voluoreer Coordinasor
I7-S64-0G08
email: stevehabitameli@vaboo com

Rolin Warden i5 the Board Fice-President and Devalopment Chairperzon gf
Mirchall-Yancey Habitar for Humanin

JUDGEMENT.

HCJSE

Real People. Real Choices. Real Consequences.

BURKEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH

4668 Burkemont Road
Morganton, NC 28655

"PAYBACK"

Presentation Dates: October 19, 21, 22 and 25
For specific times and Reservations call
828-437-6582
Recommended Donation is $3/pp. All donations
received this year will go to help huiricane Harvey
and Irma victims.

WHEHN REVENGE TURNS TO RUIN

www brenews com
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Avery Connty Chamber

Oictober 7, Leaf Lookers Hay Ride, Besch Mountam Town Hall

Oictober 14, 0ld Fashion Apple Butter Cooking, 0Old Hampton Store and Taverm,
Linyille

October 14-15, Oktobarfest, Snzar Mountain Besort

Oictober 21-22, 40th Annusl Woolly Womm Festival, Historic BE School, Banner
Elk

Ocmober 21, Valle Coumiry Fair, Valle Cracis

Ouctober 28, Beary Scary Halloween, Grandfather Bountaim

Burle Connity

Burle County Chamber

2Ind Anmual Golf Classic-Ociober 12, 20017, 11:30 AWM o 7:00 BA EDT
Mimosa Hills Golf & Country Club—611 Golf Course Bd, Morganton, 1T
28555 sponsered by Carolinas Health Care System.

Save the Dhate!

Movember 16, 2017

Foothills Higher Education Canter

What iz vour favonte Obynmpic Sport or Texm?

This year's theme is World Games and can be any team or spoIt.

Past, Present or Fuhara!

The Chamber will be Sport Sziling. so jump on board with your best theme and
zeg if you cam win the Gold, Sihver or Bronze MMedsl,

Catawha Biver Baptfist Association - Good Samaritan Clinic Bast

The Good Samaritan Clinic BEast will host sn Open Howse/Grand Opening on
October 14, 2017 from 11:00am-2:(dpm_ The Clinic is locsted 3t Oakridge
Bapiist Chnarch, 7449 Osknidge Choch Fioad Connelly Springs MC, 2E612. Thers
will be 3 FREE hotdog lunch, FREE blood pressure checks, and tours given. This
will be a3 time for prospective new patients o register. The climic serves those in
the Hastemn parnt of Burke County above the age of 18 who corently do not have
insurance coverage, Medicare or Meadicaid and do not have financial resources
for proper medical care. If you have sny questions sbout this event or the chmic,
please call 828-522-1119.

Great Hope Seventh-Thay Adventist Chorch Of Valdece - will be celebras-

ing their one-year snniversary with 3 special Sabbath of worship and praise an
Szmrday, October 21 The public is invited Sabbath School begims at 10:00 am;
Pastor Stanley Enight Yonth Director for Caroling Conference, will ba the wor-
ship service speaker af 11:30. A vegetanian buffet will be sered, followed by a2
concert with George and Mancy Suelzle at 130 pm. Address is 2007-D US Hwy
T0, Drexel. Cuestions? E28-448-1660.

COOEING FOF. HEATTH AND JOY is a whole food, plant-based cooking class
for those interested in being healthy. This goes for 3 contimions Thorsdays, begin-
ninz Gietober 12 throngh October 26, §00 pm. This will be held npstairs in the
0ld Fock School in Valdese There will be food demonstrations, samplss. door
prizes, handouts—all for $15 for the three classes. Feserve your seat today by call-
ing Sharryn at E28-334-0084. This is provided by your fiends of the Great Hope
Seventh-day Adwveatist Church of Valdase.

Morganton Seveafh-day Adventist-Burke Comnty - Shanng Him - "If it's in
the Bible I believe it!™ Evangeli=m Meetings will begin Ociober 15th. | throngh
Towvember 15t every evening (except for Tuesdays and Thrsdays) at 7-00 pam.,
&t the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Chuoch, 2187 Famestown Faoad, Mor-
Eanton, M.C.

God's Closet - Morganion is seeking gently nsed or new children's clothing,
shoes, and bedding (azes birth to teen) for our newt FREE shopping event. Iiems
may be dropped off amyoime under our cowversd drive-thronsh at the Morganton
Seventh-day Adwentist Chorch 2187 Tamestoam Foad, Morganton W.C. Please
lzbe] box  bag with "God's Closet " All donations are preatly appreciated! For
more infonnation, please contact Janet at B28-244-3876. Like us on Facebook (@
GodsCloset™orzanton

Aglow Internafional Hickery Lishthonse - Hickory Lighthouse meetings are
the second Satarday of each month.

McDiowell County

Grace Community Chrch--Mew Prayer Line Launches m Marion, Morth Caro-
linz - Tames 5:16 says “The prayver of a righteons man is powerful and effective ™
A T Gordon =aid, *“You can do more than pray aftst you have prayed, but youn
cannot do more than pray anl yon have prayed ” Charches m MeTiowel]l Conanry
believe God's Word and agree with A. J. Gordon. That's why they have lannched
G59-PRAY a prayer line where people can call snyiime, leave a message and
know that charches in BcDowell County will be praying for them. Here's how
it works. The prayer lins (630-PEAY) is boused at Freedom Life Ministoes
(Feedomlifeminisiries.org). Each day prayer requests will be sent fo 25 pariner-
ing charches m McDwowell County who will immmediately send those requests o
prayer wammiors in their churches who will pray for them. The effact is knowing
that your prayer reguest is coverad daily by hundreds of people across McDiowell
Ciounty. §59-PRAY will begin on September 1. Between now and then please
aak your pastor if your church is invelved. If not, encourage vour leadars to reach
out and get on hoard. For more information please czll Bobin at (E28) T24-0500_
— Comtact: Chris Allison Cell Phone: 828-550-7312 E-Mail: chrisigrocketsled-

desirn com.

Historic Marion Tailzate AMarket iz open on Toesday from 3 fo § pm and Satar-
day from @ am to 12 pm in desmtoram Marion under the Tailgate MMarkest shelfer.

New HOPE of McDowell (Alarion) - Mew HOPE of McDiowell is seeking a finll-
fme Associate Director - Shelter Manger New HOPE of McDowell is 8 non-prof-
it domestic viokence and sexmal assanlt agency located in McDowell Coumty, HC.
This position includes benefits such as employee bealth insurance and paid vaca-
ton, personal, and sick time. The primary purpose of this position is to provide
dirsct client services and adwocacy to victims of domestic violence and sexual
assantt and their children as well assisting with camying out the smategic goals
and objecoves of the organization, providing direct leadership and supervision oo
all Client Services Advocates, and operating under the direction and expectations
of the Executive DirectorCourt Advocate and Board of Directors.

First Baptist Church, Old Fart will be having 8 Commmanity Health snd Wall-
ness Fair on Samrdsy, October 28, 2017 from 2 AW to 2 M The event is frse
to all. The Red Cross blood mobile will be taking donations and Fred's Phammacy
will be offering fin shots, which are fres with most insurance camiers, or if no
insurance, $30. For children of all ages we will have the 0ld Fort Fire Departoment
tmuck and firemen, Bowte 70 Craisers with their classic cars and a children’s tent
with other activities.

The McDowell EMS will be checking blood pressure, heart rage, O2 Stats &
Smgar levels. A Senior Center PT will be doing Fall Assessment and the YMCA
will be sharing fitness oppormmites and their offered programs.

Orther organizations participating will be MMcDowell Health Diepart WIC
(Women Infants & Children) and Comnmnity Care of Western Morth Carplina.

Additionsl educational booths will cover a variety of health topics, including al-
lergy manasement, dishetes management, heart health oils, skin cancer screening.
siress management and women's health.

TWe will not be offering full food semvice, bat will have a varety of muiritional
samples, with the recipe and nuirition facts for each

Wark your calendar and plan to come joinus. For additional informmation,
please contact Cathy Moore, 28]1-T8E-9575.

0ld Fort Presbyierian at 144 Main Street, has a free conuoumity dinner and
nmmsicsl enfertaimment every fourth Saturday from Tanuary through October. Blesl
is from 5:30-6:30 And pmsic is §:30-7:30.

Mitchell County

Al Saints of Amenica Crthodox - On Saturdays beginning m Jone, All Saimts

of Amenica Orthodex hMission will be having Divine Limarzy af the meeting hall
located at Trinity Episcopal Charch, 15 Hemlock Ave, Sproce Pine, WC ZE777.
The Limrzy will be served weekly on Saturdays &t 11:00 AR Fr Steven Webh,
the priest appointed to serve the new mission, Will be officianng. While All
Saints of America Orthodox Mission is & part of the Fossisn Orthodox Church, all
sarvices are performed m the English lanmnape. Afterorards, sl are mvited to a
picwic st 1064 Dieer Park Take Bd. Sprace Pme. B

Bear Creek Baptist Church-Ledger The Hmson (Girls will be performing at
Bear Creek for the 5th Sunday might singing on Oct 20th at §:00pm
Celebrate Recovery

This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program giving hope snd help for men
women and families suffering from addiction. Any guestions contact Josh Wisej
385-00461

There will be 3 meeting every Thursday night with someone there to talk o
men, wormen, and their fanilies

Buclk Stove 1= Sponsoring 3 Blue Ridze Blue Grass Festival om Oct 21, 1:00pm-
uniil. at 204 Ethan Allen Dr in Sproce Pine It will be hosted by Drarin and Brooke
Aldndge. Brooke was raised in Avery County. Her love for Fesus and the Blue
Ridze MMoumntsme mn desp. We are so excited to announce that this years IBMA
female Vocslist Momines will be bosting our 1-day festival Other parformances
will include Diavid Holt and others. There will be vendors, ardsans, food, fun and
Bucks Tiny House Tours.

520000 Advance tickets and 325 at the door 12 and vmder will be free. For
more info call 828-TE5-6144.

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine Calvary Chapel Church in Asheville is
sponsonng a bome fellowship and Bible Smdy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship is
bald on Thuosday evenings at 7:00pm ar 79 Sean Dr. (Estatoe area—odf Brushy
Creek Fid). Call Tobn Fackson 760-793-3789 for information snd directions. And
bring vour Bible.

Came Creel: Community Club wall be kaving 3 Barbecue Fand Baiser on Octo-
bear 7, 2017 froon 11:000m o whenever the food mums oot It s §7_00 per plate. It
Emhmﬂxmmlmgﬂﬂnmmmﬂmﬂmeﬂm&kcm Dhonations
would also be appreciated. They may be senf to Hazen Ledfiord st 204 Hazen
Ledford Fd |, Bakersville, T 28705

Grassy Creel Bapfist Church Earen Peck and Mew Biver will be at Grassy
Creek Baptist Church on Saturday, October 14th at 6:00pm. Admission is fres; 3
love offering will be taken. Doors will open at 5:15. For more information call
the church office at 765-2620. Grassy Creek Baptist is located on Hwy 226 south

www. brenews. com
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of Spruce Pipe across from Parkway Fire Diepariment.

Sopport Group For Caregivers Of Those With Memory Loss to hold mestings
the first friday of each month from 1-3P0

Care & Share, a newhy-fonmed support group for caregivers of loved ones who
hawe memory loss, will hold monthly mestings at the offices of Hospice 4 Pal-
liative Care of the Blue Bidee. 236 Hospital Dr. in Spruce Pine. from 1-:00 BRL
o 3:00 BM. High Counniry Caregiver Foundation welommes snd encourages all
carsgivers to attend.

Families dealing with 2 loved one with memory loss can guickly become ex-
hansted, ranmatized, and isolated, and this new group mtends to provide support,
friendship, education, information and referrals for caregivers. Monthly mestings
held on the first Friday of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
There will be oppormnites for caregivers to tell their stores, leam nseful tps,
frade information. and give snd gam support to others in the same sitestion.

For further information abont the group and the meeting please contact Suzsnne
Bussell at (714) 614-5867 or Jaet Cuazis af jmitouss@yaboo.com.

Afiichell Couniy Chamber - Little Switzerland Fall Ars & Crafis Markes
Save The Date for the Armsan Lezgue of Little Switzerland Fall Arts & Crafis
Market We bhope to see vou &t our 5th Anmal Fall Market, Ociober 13th & 14ih,
feanmming many of our retuming league members and guest artists mchding sculp-
ress Laura Faplan and candle maker extracrdinsire Seanne Hammon. It should be
peak fall weekend here In our beanfiful mountains and we look forward to sharing
the namral apd Artzan made works with everyone!
11th Anpal Sproce Pine Potters Karket

The 11th Anmyal Spmce Pine Poters hMarket will be hald October 14 and 15
fromm 10 am to 5 pm each day m the Cross Soeet Building 31 Cross Street,
Spmce Pine. Morth Carclina. The show and sale inchades thirty-two regional -
ists: Sramlesy Mace Andersen William Baker, Barking Spider Porttery, Pam Brewer,
John Britt, Cynthia Bringle, Melisa Cadell, Crostna Cordova, Clandia Donsway,
Susan Feagin, Terry Gess, Becky Gray, Michae]l Hunt snd Maomi Dialglish, Shawn
Ireland Lisz Joerling, Wicholas Josrling, Michael Eline, Suze Lindsay, Shaumma
Lyoms, Teannine MMarchand, Courtney Martim, Fent McLaughlin, Teresz Pietsch,
Dravid Fooss, Michael Entkowsky, Ken Sadberry, Fon Slagle, Genmude Graham
Smith Liz Zlot Summerfisld, Valerie Schomafer and Joy Tanner. Admission to the
Mharket is free (**but visitors are encouraged o purchase raffie tickets for work
donated by four of the ariists. This year, those artists are Eent Mclaughlin Tean-
nine Marchand Diavid Ross and Ken Sedberry. A portion of the raffle proceeds
will benefit Safe Place, a non-profit orpanization working for the prevention of
domestic and sexns] violence). Food will be availsble for purchase on site

Upcoming Penland Gallery Showcases

Irom Dresigns | Marc Maiorana

Cictober G- INovember 12

Feception: Sunday, Ociober 7, 4:30-6:30

Tohn and Fobnyn Hom Gallery

Focus Gallery

Comverzstion | What Femains

Fache] heginmes

October 3- MNovember 19

Beception: Saturday, October 7, 4:30 to 630 pm
This could be your lncky fall—Peniand snll has a handful of concentration

scholarsheps for workshops in clay, glass metsls photography, mmd wond!
Scholarships are being awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.

Women Seeldng God Freedom Eefreat “Inviting ladies of all ages, to join us for
our 5th anpueal Preedom Fetreat at High Pastures Betreat Center in Bumsville, WC
oa October §th-Tth Cur theme this year is becoming women who “Let Go and
Tmst God" If you often find vourself trying to take conirel of people and sime-
ations instead of trosting Grod with them or conswmed with fear and wormy, this
vear is for yon! We want to become women with deep roots planted by the living
water, that don't fear or wormy but remain sreen and frnit bearing even in the sea-
sons of drought a5 Tersrwizh 17:7-8 states.

Yo will hear testimomies from locsl women Lacey Cannon, Kim Hobart, Tor-
dam Honeyoos, Olivia Grimdstaff and Shelley Grindst=ff who are leaming to 1et go
and fmst God with the people and sitzations in their ves. Worship will be led by
Jordan Anglin. This is a non-denominational event lead by Shelley Grindstaff She
has a heart to see the body of Christ joined together in worship and broken women
find the fTreedom that is only found in Fesns Christ and the Trath of His Wiord.

It begins at 5:30 oo Friday October Gth with dinner at High Pastures followed
by worship and speaker from &:425-9. Samrday, it begms at fam with breskfast
followed by worship and speakers from Sam -2pm with lunch being served ar 12.
Cost is 355 for room and 3 meals. Staying is encouraged to bave focused tme
with the Lord, away from distractions but there iz opton of conference only for
55 if yon canmot stay for whole conference. Meals can be purchased separately
2z well Fegistranon snd deposit for room and meals are needsd by Sepr. 25th.
Space is limited Fegistrations can be picked up and dropped off at Higgins UMC
church office in Bumsville or contact Shelley Grindstaff at sgrindstaffjzyanceync.
net to receive by email or with questions call 284-6848. Also look up Yancey
Women Secking God oo Facebook.

Shelley and ber lmshand have besn serving together in minisory fior 24 years
She has led women’s ministry called Mary Minizmes for 16 vears at the varons
churches they have served at They are cumently attending The Bridge Chuarch in
Spruce Pme Her bushand Steve is also filling in a5 interim pasior at South Estatoe
Baptist in Bumsville. She works as @ ourse in the Vapcey Student Health Centers,
They hawve two besutiful teenagers. Caleb, who will be leaving in September to go

on mizsion with YWAM and Olivia a jundor at MHEHS who will be speaking with
bear mom this year.

Afichell Connty Historical Society - The Mitchell County Historical Society is
exrited to announce our ananal 2017 APPLE BUTTER FESTIVAL on Saturday,
Oictober 21, 2017, from 10 1o 4 on the Creek Wialk in Bakersville, BIC!!

Ag in the past, we will be making our sigzature Apple Butter on site and pre-
senfing if for sale.

Music, food, raffles, bome-crafied goods, coffee, cider .- good fim. Ono gene-
alogy experts will be oo hand to Ty to answer questions sbout your family moots
here in Mitchel]l County.

If you have aoy guestions, or wounld like to become a vendor st our Festival,
please call us at 6824371 or email us at historicmitchellcounty. org/@ pmail com.
(We hawe amached a vendor application with mnstmctions. You can also pick up
=n xpplication at our office, located m the Historic Conrthonse in Bakersville.
Hours: Weds. - 3at, 100 4.}

Eed Cross Blood Dienation - The American Bed Cross serving Mitchell and
Yancey County kas vohmteer positions open a5 Blood Dionor Ambassadors assist-
ing in the areas of Beception and Hospitality 2t local Bood drves in Sproce Pine
znd Burmsville. With the need for blood donations imcreased during the holidays,
ihis is & critical role and meaninzful way to serve an wEgent need throngh the Fed
Cross. Dowves are held at the First Bapaist Church of Spruce Pine and the Higgins
Memorial Methodist Church in Bomeswille. Vohinteers serving in this role help
the Fed Cross provide a great blood donation experience for donors - helping

o zave lives. For mors information and to apply go to kttpc/Swmar radcross arg/
voluntestor contact Kimberhy Brewster, Volunteer Services Specialist supporting
the Mitchell and Yancey area blood drives at kimberly brewsten@redcross. org or
B2E-333-9809.

Spruce Pine Farmer's Marlkef - We will have food for amy mood!!! Winter
sgueash, tomatoes, cabbage, potatoss, cnommbers, bell peppers, kale, mnstard,
chard, micTogreens, collards, egzs, pork, beef, cookies, cisbatta, scones, brown-
ies, cheese smip. You can also find essentis] oils to beal and help with what ails
you! Come out and see ns, Wednesdsys 2-5 in the parking kot under the biue
ents.

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breskfast the
first Samrday each month. 7-30 — 10:30 am st the old Methodist Chuoch | acvoss
from Jerry®s Store. Come join us for bomemade sansape. scramhled aggs. pravy,
jellies, juice and coffes. Eat in or take-out, all funds support the Tipron Hill Com-
nomity Foundaton.

Toe River Arts REegional Artist Project Grant Worlcshops This AMonth

The Eegionsl Artist Project Grant (FLAPG) deadline is Ociober 13, 2017, Armsts
seeking to apply are encouraged to atend one of the FREE prant-writing work-
shops. The first workshop will be held on Augast 24 at dpm in the Buomsville
Gallery (102 W Main Streaf). The second is scheduled for Angust 29 at the Arts
Respurce Center in Spruce Pine (2nd flpor, 269 Oak Axenns’). The workshops
will last approccimataly one hour: Grant requirements will be discussed and amy
individeal grant ideas evaloated Toe Biver Arts. in collaborstion with Svery
Ciounty, Buncombe and Badison comnty arts councils, and the Morth Carsling
Arts Conmneil, a division of the Cultoral and Mamral Besources Department,
provides finding throngh PAPG for projects (in all aris genre) that enhance an
armist’s career; the workshops are highly recommended . Fegistration is required.
Plegze call 828-6E2-7215.

Women"s Prayer Breakfast: If you would like to join a group of women who
are dedicared o prayving, leamuing about God’s will, and fellowshipping, come
join us for breakfast at DT's in Sproce Pine. We will be ending by 10:00am.
Oipen to all-for more information call Barbara Hamell ar 828-467-3644 or emadl
at barbarah/@brenews com.

Yancey County

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Chuach in Ashevilla
15 sponsonng a home fellowship and Bible Study in Spruce Pine. The felloaship
is keld on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm at 7% Szan Dr. (Estatoe ares—aoff Brushy
Creek Fd). We are sudying the Gospel of John comentty. Call Jobn Jackson T80~
TA3-3700 for informanon and directions. And bring your Bible

Sunday Scheol MMovie AMimisiry - Faith Fellowship Church, Mewrdale, Bagin-
ning: Sundays in October 2017

Location: Faith Fellowship Ch Hewdale

Classroom in new addition-back door

Time: 9:30 am — 1045 am

Ciontact: Libiby Miller to register or if vou need directions (§82-3806)

Yancey Connty Meals on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volunteers needed to deliver
meals fo Yaocey County shut-ins, any weskday, 1030 am - npoon. If you would
like to vohanteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at E28-G82-8011.

FParloway Playhonse - Opening next at Parkway Playbouse is Agatha Chostie's

The Mousemap. Alzo, Parkway Plavbouse is looking for new members o serve

o our Board of Diirectors. CUTLINE FOR MOUSETRAP: Detective Ser-
comnfinned on page 24

warw. brenews com
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1116 Rutherford Road « Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes

recycling for a cleaner community
Sy
(A and a greener environment. v(é))—%

G |

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

www. brenews.com

Marstiss Maditations
Legacy

By Marlens Houk
Burke Covmty

O legacy may bestow upon ns that bulbous nose
or sprinkling of freckles from our long-zone relatives.
Perhaps that fiery temiper and mmsical ability from great-
sant Amie sppears again in four-year-old Peter.

What is your legacy? Legacies can be beirlooms such
a5 3 prandmother’s wedding ring or a measured secret
recipe handed down swch s ooy preat-annt’s peach pie
When hiz cousin moved to Soath Africa, my som stll acted like hing  Qpirks and
preferences remaimed the samne for my ten-year-old, surprising me with their con-
sistency. He still acted the same as his cousin even though continents separated
them, and I knew it was genetic, at least partially. Sometimes the facial expres-
sions of pry consin mitrer those of ber sister’s so much that it°s like looking in
both of their faces at the same time. The legacy of physical traits bequeathed to
each generation come alive in the birthing room as family members comonent oo
the newbom. “Dioesn’t ke have Annt Susie’s toes?™ or “Look at that head of hair,
just like her brother's."™

Ancestors endow this finy new additon to the clan with nooln-boed layvers of
colorful stories, awe-inspitng courage, and dark tales of cawton. Hopefolly, the
legacy will inchode breath-taking faith in (Fod that moves mountsins and gides us
to our own rel ationship with Christ.

Such was the caze for Sarah, Abraham’s wife who became 3 preat wornan of
faith Her story is found in Genesiz, Isaizh. Fomans Hebrews and First Pater
Sarah’s direct descent from Adam bequesthed access fo ber roots and grand
stories about the buman race, s failures and God's mercy and love in redeeming
it. Az demonsmrated by The Wall Char of World History (Professor Edward Hull,
Diwrsett Press, 1988), Abraham and Sarah “tslked with” Shem (Mosh's son) for
150 vears before Shem died Shem_ ‘“talked with™ Metftmselah for 98 years, and
Methusalah “talked with” Adsm for 243 years. Their mooumental stories of the
depths of luman darkness and the shining hope of redemption pust have stunned
the zenerations to follow. In & modemn parallel, mov desaghier knew her great-
erandmother who was borm in the earky 19005 who probably knew an elderly rela-
tve who was bom in the early 1800s. That person may have Imown somepne who
had ralked with Georze Washinzton who died in 1799,

God has desizoed us o be inmigned and
suided by stories, and they are easily passed
down to descendents along with cultaral
and genefic predispositions. Therefore, it is
logical o assume that the biblical Sarah had
access o ker own legacy of Enoch’s faith
Moah's faith, and a myriad of other dewout
men of God. She lived in Ut of the Chaldees,
2 sophisticated and metropolitan city with
& large library where perhaps resided the
censns and history of her people. In Genesis
chapter 10, the “table of nations™ detsils
whera Shem's spcectors settled after the
flood. It is the same Mesopotamian region as
Sarah and Abraham! Therefore, it is entitely
plausible that she ralked with ber cousins
every day, drnking from 2 legacy which kad
the power to grow bher own faith.

Psalm &§1:5 defines our legacy as Chris-
tans today: For thow, O God, hast heand sy vows: thou hast gven me the hari-
fage of those that fear thy nama,

We have as our legacy today the ones who identify, whether living or dead
with the God of the Bible and His Son, Jesus, who died for our sins and was
resumected in power Their magnificent testimonies, their everyday faith, and their
consistent walk with God through failures and oiumph call us to greater living in
Christ. Even if our physical ancestors were godless and evil, our salvation grafis
us mmte this spiriteal legacy, and we are sirengthened to fulfill His plan. The impact
of their faithfnl lives strs in us the motivation to live for Him. The substance of
itheir faith is 3 raft on the seas of life that gives hope for survival and triumph And
the zifis of their worship, their commitment, and their joy in the Lord encourages
us to plop our feet solidly down on the stepping stones o our own faith.

I remember Grandma Greense, 93 years old, ber red hair long mmed white and
wound in 3 bun reciting Scriphore. I'm motivated to push on despite the battle,
bacause her faith hecame a living legacy to me!

Marigne Houk is a reguwlar confributor to Blue Ridee Christian Nows. Her passion
iz fo delve deeply into the truths of Bible women and to dizcuzs those in Bible

Studves called Rackstage Pass to Bible Womern. She and her hurband dizcover jay,
murture, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenshoukimbelisouth. net
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Christian Action League

Evil, the Rapture,
Responsibility, and Radiation

By Dr. Mark Creech

Tast a few days ago, our conniry commemorated the
terrorist attacks on the Whorld Trade Center, and the
Pentagon. That moming, September 11, 2001, death,
camage, and mayherm ravaged our coumiry.

Evildoers — that was the very old-fashioned, almost
biblical sounding word evoked by President Bush to
describe the Septermber 11 mass murders. "The evil
ones” was another phrase be nsed.” wiites Willism J. Bennet i his book, Why
We Fight “Mot since Fonald Beazsn termed the Seviet Union an “evil empire
and theraby called dowm upon his ovn hesd
the indimnation of suppesadly sophisticated

Action people everywhere [T}t took Gecrze W. Bush,
BYLH TR T{ON 2 ‘cowboy” president like Fonald Reagan, to
- —— revive the lanmuage of good and evil ™
Whatever happened o good and evil? Ewil is often nowadays called good. And
good is called evil

Mamers of moral import didn’tnse o be so fuzry, added Bennet in his book.
“In one form or another, an easy-going relativism, both moral and culmral, is
our common wisdom today. But things didn’t nse to be that way. If wsed to be
that a child in this coumiry was brought up to revers ifs insimtions and values, to
identify with its customs and wraditions, to fake pride in its exreordinary achieve-
ments, o venerate its nanonal symbols. What was taught along these lines in the
home were reinforced in the community and the schoels; what may have been
wanfing i the home was supplied by the community and the schools, and rein-
forced by public suthonity, The superior goodness of the Amenican way of life, of
Ametican culmre in the broad sense, was the spoken and the 1mspoken message of
this ongoing instmcton in cifizenship ™ Obwiously, this is no more.

C.5. Lewis once said, “When a man is getfing better, be understands more
clearly the evil that is s6ll left in him When 2 man is getting worse, he under-
stands his owm badoess less and less.” How spot-on. And I suzgest what is mme
for the mdividual is also the case for 3 culture. Americans ssem to inderstand less
and less the semipusmess of our character deficit

Today ewil is pervasive and “evildoers" abound in our conntmy.

Viclent crime is on the rise in many of the nation’s largest cities.

Approximately a million lives are mercilessly ripped fo pieces by the shortion-
ist's knife every year

Humam sexuality is now twisted and perverted oo numnenons. levels.

Feligion, in general, is marginalized, ousted from the public arena, while Chris-
fianify is assailed.

The news mediz has become 2 band of liars and talebearsars.

Commption in povernment is commonplace. 5o mnch is this the case, Ameri-
cans now expect their public officials to deceive and manipunlage.

The plight of the poor is real. However, the people claiming to belp them most
often leverage their poverny for their own political saim amd tout policies which
make themn slaves of the state.

Alrohol and drug abuse are 3 national calsmity. There is hardhy & family any-
where that hasn't been towched by one or the other.

The government now fleeces its own citizens to sustain itsalf with procesds
from gambling.

This is only to point oat & few faces of evil.

Christians already know about these things. Many times when I discass our
culral maladies with fellow believers, whether in a personal conversation or in
2 group setmng, the common response is that they fally sgree morality is in a fiee-
fall and our nation is in real mouble.

But then they ahmost abaays add to their expressions of asreement something
like this_ “Well yon know the Bible said it would get thiz way befors the retummn of
Christ.”

I'm not interested in geming into 3 debate on eschatolozy. Sall, let me tell yon
what does bother me. [ find it moukling so few ask, “Well, what should we do
about 17 It seems too many would prefer being rapiured out of responsibility,
rather than engaging society to make a difference.

Christizns possess the one answer that can tum back the tide of evil-doing. I
think the motte of the Christian Action Leagwe, the crganization I represent in
Morth Carpling, sums it up well It reads, “The only lasting cure for evil and injus-
fice is Christian action ™

In 1961, a E-19 Soviet Muoclear Submarine was conducting a fraining exercise
in the Worth Atlantic, when a pips camying opolant to its nwclear reactor burst. In
the reactor room the temperatare quickly zoarad to 140 degress and the radiation
level seriously mounted. The reactor room had to be cooled or it would mpmre
and poison the ses with toxdc radiation.

The captain of the ship called for voluntesrs to Zo into the perifous room and
wald 3 new cooling system. Enowing the dangers involved, the men worked in
three-man shifis for fve to ten mimites, wesrnng ooly rainceats and gas masks for
protection. They evenmally succeeded in repaiming the cooling pipe and prevent-
ing the Sub from exploding.

Afierward, the men who had gone into the reacior room started profosely vom-
iting. They experienced skin reddening and swellmg. Dotz of blood appeared on
their foreheads and scalps. Within 3 couple of hours, their appearance wasn’t even
recopnizghle Tn just a few davs, eight of them died 3 horrendows death. Afrer roro
vears, fourteen more of them died from the effects of radiation.

Evil is like radiation. If the breach allowing it is not mended it spreads and the
results can be catastrophic.

The Captain of the Ship of Zion calls for volunteers — vohmiesrs willing to bear

a Crozs for ighteopsness sake — vohmtaers will-
ing o snffer — voluntears even willing to die to
address societal evils.

Jesus is indesd coming again. Perhaps he will
come soom, but just exactly when no one Enows.
It could be decades o now - another cennary
or more. In the meantime, evil is spreading and

a moral puckear holocanst seems imminent if we
are unwilling to resist it at the cost of sacrifice.

What kind of Life will be left for our postersty if Tesus tarmies and the ewils of
our day are permitted fo Hourish?

Domn't be 5o heavenly minded that yvon're no earthly pood.

Thers’s work to be done, short and long range. and the Savior should carch us
doing it when he arrives.

Reverend Dire Mark Creech is Executive Divector af the NC Christian Achan
League. You may contact hkim at nev.markereechidchristianactionleague org or
Q13- FET-0606

Pur ye in the sickle, for dhe harvest is ripe; come, gef Yon down; for the press
s full, the fary overflow; for therr wickedness is great. Joel 3:13

Freedom Life Enterprises:
» Marion Fabric & Upholstery
* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freadom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

+ Cozy CGabin - Coffee, Gifis,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « B28-559-2700

HABITAT RESTORE

Miichell 8 Yancey County

* Windows

- Appliances

* Housewares
* Furniture

+ Bath Fixtures

(828) 766-9000

¥ Habitat for Humanity”
Tumseday - Fricday S:00-5:00

ReStore . ===

econwacrs Geawly Saloe

Alomen - Men = Ch

::T.If "":.l' g o o pk Dirae

= Hair

= Perms

- Cuis

= Highlighting

Vicky H utch
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US House of Representatives NC District 11

Loving Ome Another

I'm sure you have seen pichures of the devastation caused by Hurmicane Harvey and Hornicane Inma, snd many of vou probably have
family and lowed ones who have lost their homes, power, and commnities o these storms. As Hurricane Mara brings destaction to
Puerto Rico and treatens the Momheast, we should be sure to keep all the copnmnities that have faced bumicane destouction this sum-
meT in our thoushts and prayers.

While we here in Congress have debated how to responsibly provide relief. T have been blowm awsy by the enerosity of mamy of youn
in Western Morth Caroling. I've heard stories of families opening their homes to those who nesded shelter, churches sending food and
clean drinking water to the communnitiss damazed by storms. and people donating their hard-samed money to care for one anather. Tast
the other day, Twas told that Steve Odom, who oams Odom Tracking Company m Robbiveville, sent mwultiple trucks filled with food and
water o help with the relief efforts in Scuth Florida

In the Book of Fohn, Fesns tells us to lowve one another as He has first loved ns. Though we a5 3 nation are facing trying times, we have
seen people from all over our nation anite to show their love for one another a5 they help rebuild communities in Texas and Florida Tt

202-225-6401 is this spirit of love that reminds us of God's special love for each of us, and it is this spirit of love that tells of God's zreat work on the
wawmesdows howse pov  Cross.

Aswe bear more stories of your generosity over the coming days, we should each remember that it is this spint of love that makes our
MNation so great. 'Ihnughwemajrbefaungdwmnm our living out of Christ’s lowe for us can unite our counmy, beal our wounds, and

NC Senate District 47

Ap slarming and prowing epidemic in our country of opiodd addiction has taken a sipnificant toll on the cfizens of our state. The
negafive impact of this epidemic affects not only those mffering from addiction, bt extends exponentially. Ouor law enforcement, court
system, deparmments of sodal semvices, as well as employers who need an able workforce, all strugzle o deal with the effects nfm
increasing mmnber of opieid-addicted citizens

In an effiort to combat this pervasive problem, I have supporied significantly increased funding, over $3 million over the last two
years, o upgrade and improve the Controlled Substance Reporting System (C5ES). This statewide reporiing system was 2stablished by
Morth Carolina law to improve the state’s ability o identify people who abuse and misuse prescription dmgzs classified as Schedule I-V
controlled substances. It also assists clinicians in identifying. and referring for trestent, patients who misuse controlled substances.

Additonally, I snpported an appropristion of 54 million to MMission Health for additional beds for inpatient crisis, inclnding substance
abusa.

Crther steps inchide 510 million for opicid and substance sbuse weatment state-wide, an opicid prevention pilot, a guick response
feam o address the needs of opiate and heroin overdoese victims, and the enacment of House Bill 243 - Smrengthen Opicid Misuse Pre-
vention {STOE) Act, which was signed into law on fune 20. Brovizions of the 5TOP Act mchade the following:

= Extends the state-wide standing order for practitioners to prescribe opicid sntagonists to any govermmental of non-governmental stﬂPBH_“E
agency. Ralph the(d@ncleg net
» Requires physician sssistants or marss practifioners mesting patients in pain clinics to consult with their supervising physician be- 919-733-3460

fore prescribing opioids if a patient’s nse of the opioid will excesd 30 days.

= Limits opicid prescriptions to a five-day supply for acute pam relief and a seven-day supply for post-surgical pam ralief

= Requires hospice and palliative care providers who prescribe opioids for in-home freafment to provide written and oral informmaton
io patients and their families regarding proper disposal of opioids.

= Requires dispensers to report information required by stanube to the TSRS database no later than the close of the next busimess
day after the presciption is delivered, and imposes & civil penalty on dispensers for failing to report the required information within a
reasonable dme.

= Bequires practifioners to review a patient’s preceding 12-monrth history in the TS5BS database prior to ininally prescribing an opi-
oid, and apsin every thres monthe afterwrard that the opioid remaine part of the patient’s medical care

Orpioid addiction is & senzalpss tragedy that wastes onan lives and potential. I is 3 problem that requires sttention on mawy fromts
and T will contimae to forns on solutions.

As slways, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hise/@mclez met or call-
ing me at 919-T33-3460.

This week, I was proud to make positive steps forward in one of my career-long zoals bere in Congress: helping Americans save more to achieve financial indepen-
dence and resch the American Dream. Along with Senstors Bob Casey (D-PA) and Liza Mukowski (B-AK), [ reimivoduced the Boost Saving for College Act (5. 17900
This kil wonld help families save more money tax-free in their 529 collepe savings plans so that they can financially prepare for the cost of a college education rather
than rely so heavily oo smdent loans. As many of you know, 520 accounts are a fantasnc savings wol.

Char legislation would provide a tog credit to low- and middle-income families who might not otherwise save for college, incenfivize employers (o put money indg
their employees” 529 accounts, and allow parents to rollover any unused fumds in their kids' 52895 into their refiremesnt sccount Getting an educstion is one of the surest
paths to success, and this bill gives families more options to do jost that.

I've longz advocated for making cur education system more affordable. For example. in 2013, Senator Anzns King (T-ME) and I authored the Bipartisan Smdent Loan
Carmainty Act, 3 law that has stabilized and lowered student loan interest rates and saved Americans billions of dellars. I alse fonght bard in 2015 to secure an additonal
524 million in annual federal educztion funding for Werth Caroling's underprivileged stodents.

Today, graduating from a two-year instution can cost more than 519,000, and nearly 100,000 for a four-year institution. This is simply unsustamable, and T will
confimie to work o bring relief to the millions of MWorth Carolinians and Americans who desperately need it. The American Council on Education, the North Carelina
State Education Assistance Authority, and 14 other higher education associztions have endorsad the Boost Saving for College Act. This is 3 great step towands reining
i higher education costs, but we're not done yet.

GOD BLESS AMERICA
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NC House District 118

Chver the past couple weeks, House Speaker Tim Moore (R—Cleveland) made appointments to varnous connoittess that will meet
during the legislative inferim.

He sppointed me to the House Select Committes on Strategic Transportation Planning mnd Long-Termm Funding Solotons. The com-
mittee will bold its first mesting on Cctober 2.

For comstiments who have contacted me sbout transportation issues. yon know I spend a great deal of my fime and enstgy on
Improving ransportation in Western Worth Carplina. Since taking office. my work on transportation has included getting permits for
mmuckers, halping move forward stalled brides construction, adding turn lanes, petting neishborhood roeads paved and working on hig-
ZeT picture issnes — just to name a few

If you have an issue with transportation, please ket me know. I am always kappy to halp.

I will provide npdates about comnittes work as the committes process moves forwarnd.

NC House District 86

Fep. Michele I Presnell
Miichele.
B18-T33-5732

Special Needs Funding

For the first time in what is ower 30 years, the State Legislanme decided to tackle the spending deficit for children with dizabilities
in the public school system. Though we did not fond the incresse af as high an smount as [ had advocated, we made a first step n the
right direction. In the state’s new tudget, we inclnded spproxmmately 536 million in pew fonding to increase the pumber of fully-funded
special needs children. Again, while this is a positive movement, it is not, in my opinion, where we need to be. However, the addition-
al fimding will help and I will be contiming my efforts to at least incrementally increase funding with an ukitimate zoal of full funding
for all snch children. In addition I hawve been asked to serve on The Council of Edncational Services for Exceptional Children State
Advizory Conncil The council stodies and advises the State Board of Education on the wonet needs of special edncation students amnd

Rep. Hugh Blackwell
919-733-5805
Fiugh Blackwelli@ncles net

Dave Ramsey-Extra

The 401(K) Option
You Should Never Take
By Chris Hogan

There’s a trend among 4010k) partcipants that keeps me
up at nizht I hesitate to mention it becanse if you don't know
abouat i, that's one less person who's losing money. Chances
are you've heard about it, though. It's the 401(K) loan.

There. I said it. You know aboat it. Mo, let me tell you

why it"s such 8 bad idea
" T
%—-' DAVE
HAHE—-E? from veur mwestment acooumt 85 8 short-term
loan. The interest you pay on that loam zoes
back into your invesmient account, 5o you're not really losing amy money, right?
Wrong. And [ can prove it

Let's =ay you take ont 525,000 from vour 401({k) for a down payment on a
hounse. After all, you'd rather pay inferest o yourself than the bank. You have five
years to pay off that :25,000 — 55,000 a year plus interest — 5o you'd pay #4215
& month {or more).

What would kappen if you left that £25 000 alone for five years mstead of using
it for the honse? Your balance would be 340,000 and change. assuming a 10 per-
cent rate of retum. By taking it out, though you lost $15,000. That's 515,000 yon
can mever met back becmuze the srowth was doe fo compound interest.

And the story doesn't end there. Von'l] spend the nest five years digging your-
self ont of that hole to get back to your original 401(k} balance — instead of usmg
that time fo incresse it even more.

Let’s say your oniginsl 401(k) balance was 350,000, If you take out that loan,
you'll spend five years getting that $01(k) fund back to its orginal amoumnt,
However, if yon spent those yvears adding 5425 a month to that 350,000, you'd be
nearing $115,000 in the end. Which balance wonld you rather have after five years
— 550,000 or 51150007 I thongzht so.

In my years as a financial coach, I've talked to thousands of people abowut their
money. The bipgest problem I see is debt. Whether it's student loans, credit cards,
or & 401(k) loan {which iz debt, people!’), being in the red keeps people from
resching their financisl goals. And the only way to stem the tide of debt thar has
fiooded our nation is to changs the cultoral and indvidual mimd-set surrounding
finances.

Americans need to understand that s 401(k) loan isn’t the solution to their
financial woes. That cnly puts a person desper info the quicksand of debt. It's time
that we as a people (and onr povermnment) decide o take fiscal responsibilicy. It's
timne that we stop blaming everyone else for our financial struggles, roll np our
sleeves, and zet to work o chanps our siteation.

What does that mean?

We peed a good dose of our grandparents” approach o money. They lived on
less than they earmed. They didn’t take ont loans every time they wanted o make
& large purchase. They saved np the money unfil they had enongh to by it —

In theory, taking out money from your 401(k)
sounds like a great option. Bather than the hazsls

of going through a bank. yon can fake money

oy to best sddress those sreas. That position will hopefully help me to better arsne the nead.

Dring the intering [ have sloo been appointed by the Speaker to serve on the lemislative Foiwt Taskforce that will study how we
allorate dollars to local school systerms. That position, oo, will, T hope, also enghble ws to urgs 8 new method of fonding that will folly
recognize the needs of our special student populations with Individual Education Plans.

whether it was a car or 8 washing machine. They imderstood the value of hard
work and took oo exma jobs when finances got dght And they definitely didn't
buy things they didn't need to impress the neighbors. That's a relatwvely new phe-
nomenon—and a danserons mind-set to have.

The total honsehold debt in the United States is roughly $12.8 mwllion. Of that,
credit card debt accoumts for 31 million. How can we 35 3 nation expect fo prosper
if we live beyond our means and hope that somedsy wea'll magically turn oar
finsmres around?

I understand that life happens and some problems cost moaney o fix. But rather
than getting a 401(k} loan to pay for life's mishaps, why not prepare in advance
and put money aside” Then, when Muophy's Law comes knocking, you slready
have the money to make it Zo away. I'd rather be prepared for a crisis than spend
time and ensrgy scrambling to fix it

The 401(k) loan is simply a symptom of 3 nyach larger coliural problem. But
change bas to star somewhere. And one place to draw a line in the sand is by
deciding thar the 401(k) loan is off the table. If's not an opton. Period Mot only
dpes it keep people in debt, but it also robs them of money they could be eaming
in their mwestents if they hadn’t taken out the money in the first place.

And no one comes out abead in that equation!

Cheiz Hopan iz the #1 national bezt-selling author qf Rettre rpired: It Nof an
Age Itt a Finameial Number and host af the Reting Intpired Podeast. 4 popuiar
and dynamic speaker on the fopics of personal finance, retiremaent and leadership,
Hogan khelps peopie acrazs the country develop succesyfil siratester fo manage
their mongy in both thair personal lives and busimesses. Tou can follow Hogan on
Twitter and Instagram at (@ChrisHogani&l and online af chrishogan360.com or
Jacebook com/chrizhogan 360,

wrarw brenews com
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First Success Story
By Daniel Barrom
Mitchell County

On the afterpoon of Fuly 2od Mirchell Coumty 911 received
a call from a family saying an adult regictered with Project
LifeSaver was missing. A team of 5 Emergency Service and
2 Head Start Perzonnel followed the established protocel they
had leamed recently during Project LifeSaver training. A team
member serving as the officer- in-charge alomg with the local fite and rescue
group and a member of the team with access to the location seeking technology
respondad to the area the subject was last szen. Forunately the individaal was
lpcated quickly because the family knew exactly what to do to assist the first

responders and they, in tom, followed the search technigues they had been taught.

While the technology was on the way, the other aspects of training paid off and
prevented this individual from wandering into 3 pmch more dangerous mountain
side. An onsite test of the equpment demonsitated its potential benefit had the
mifial search mot been snocessful.

As of this writing, 4 children smd 2 adalts have received the Project LifeSaver
Ipcation devices, been registered with 911, their families insoucted in the appro-
priate steps should their loved ones become missing, and have families that can
Test ezsy knowing that their loved omes will always be guided home. Fm:rnﬂl!
individaals are in the process of becoming registered and
receiving their location devices.

Mitchell County Project LifeSaver has resulted from the
efforts of individuals who are dedicated to making sure that
children with sutsm and adults with Alzheimer's abways
have a lifeline to home should they ever wander maay. This
imifiative beran in Jone 2016 with concems for the safery
of one 3-vear-old child with severe sutism entering an earky
childcare program located between 3 major hizhway and a
creek. The resulting conversations resulted in forming Safety
Avrzrensss for Everyone (SAFE). The membership inclndes
representatives from Head Start, Mitchell Coumty Sheriff's
Office, both TS5 Children and Adult Services, the Family
Support Metwork, Bakersville Police Deparient, Blitchell
County Public Library, Bakersville Community Hezlth Center, and area Fire
Depariments.

The initial fumding for the equipment and rainmg came from a grant awarded
by The Fund for Mitchell County in collaboration with The Coommnumity Founda-
ton of Western North Caroling (htips:wwa.cfiwnc org’ A ffilisteFunds TheFund-
forbitchellCounty aspx) to SAFE and the Mitchell County Sheriff's Department.
The system can sccommodste as many clients as can be identified so others will
be added. Persoms with limited budgets may qualify for free service. To leam
mipre about Project Lifesaver po o hitp='‘wana projectlifesaver arg/ or comtact
locally Pam Soyder. pamenyderdiaryahoo.com or B23-588-2190 ex 14 or Detec-
tive Courtney Beam: chesmmeso/@gmail com or B28-385-2521.

Dy Damiel Barron was a dutimguished Professor Emarifuz at University of South
Caroling. He war the former director of AMTS Regional Library: Dan iz now
matired.
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The Heavens

By Rev. Bruce Cannon
Mutchell County

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmamant
shows kis handiwork. (Psahm 19:1)

I have always been fascinated with the hesvens. As
a young boy, I can remember stanng into the heavens
and being so amazed at the beanty, the vasmess and the
expanse of them How amazmg! A moon rise coming up
out of the water, 3 starmy night or 3 sunnse or sunset all speak fo the mamnificence
of creation.

But, the mountsins sren’t half bad either And they have already berun their
anmnzl “show™. Here, im later Septemyber, the colors have already begun to be-
come vibrant The reds, yellows and cranges will make the mountains appear as
if a beantifiol hand-made quilt were draped across them.

Yet, a5 beantiful as all of this iz, there is One behind all of this that is so mwach
meoTe amazing, beawtiful and special!

A bermeneutical principal I learned in seminary is, “that which is created is al-
ways sipnificantly less than the one who created it™ My wife makes a spectacnlar
pound cake. It takes almost an bour to met it ready for the owven and another hour
or =0 to cook it. When it is cooking our whole home smells wonderfinl When the
cake comes out of the owen, it truly is a site to behold. And the taste .. O my!
Yet she is so pmch more special than the cake for mawy, many reasons. One be-
ing once I eat the cake it is pone. She on the other hand  can make rmore cakes.
than that one cake.

A simple illustration, T know, ot one which serves to make my point The
beavens, the mountains, the oceans, or a baby all are absolntely incredible. Yet,
behind all of these is One who is abselately so pmach more amazing!

He did not have to make the meumtsins so colorfol WNeither did He have to
mkeﬂmm:rymghtsumcmﬂibh&;:mmnnﬂ&ﬁrmnsemspmculn Tet
He did, and it was no problem for
Him to do so at all.

Bemember, that which is cre-
ated is always significantdy less
than the one who created it. Ha,
our God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, is so much more
amazimg, =0 much more incred-
ible and so much more special
than the objects of His creation.

And His beart is onus. My
first grandbabry is pow 3 months
old. And I think he is very spe-
cial He has my heart wrapped sround his finy fingers. I would do anyihing for
him.

Cnar (God will do anything we need Him 1o do for us. He mcradibly loves os!
He always wanis the very best for us. He is always giving us spectacular gifts.

Do you know Him? If not. why mot accept Him today? If vou do know Him,
test in His care. He is for you, not against yon. He loves you with an everlasting
and amazing love! Bejoice in this. And. as the mountains get so much pretier
over the next few weeks, enjoy. Ohr God did all of dhis!

Rev. Bruce Cannown currently serves ar the Sendor Paztoer af Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served as Director of Mizzions for the Bladen
Baptist Association and has served on the General Board gf the Baptist Stare Con-
vention af North Caroling.

1rollmi

Providing vou knowledgeable assistance
and high quality service.

275 North Main Street * Marion, NC 28752

828.652.1553 local - 888.528.1553 toll free

* Medicare Annual Enroliment Starts Oct. 15th
* Individual Health Care Enrollment (ACA) Starts Nov. 1st

We have been proudly serving Western NC for over twenty vears and will always confinue
te affer vou quality preducts and a staff that cares about you long after the sale.
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HALLOWED BE THY NAME
By Joyee (Joay) Harweod Baldwin

It's Halloween again they say
I Oecrober every year

The childrem go fo frick or mear
Think I'll just séxy right here.

Goblins, ghost and candy
Whoever thought of such a thing
The ava child I tosk my part
Iow VIl sit by the window and sing.

My Song iv “Onr Heavenly Father
Huallowed be thy name all year
I'm glad You are Holy and Mighty
o we never have o live in fear.™

If cluldren don’t imow about His Love
To cover their head they might
Yeif kmowing of® The Father's great power
They feel sgfe n secnre on Halloween night

Joy i a resident gf Madizon Couniy, where she now lives with her Rusiad,

¢ Jog Baldwin. She iz currently a member gf Mt Zion Bapiist church in
Marshall, NC. Az a pravious member, she calls Forks gf vy Mizsionary Bapiist
Church i Weaeerville, “home away from home ™. She s currently singing with the
Gospel Group “Jonahs Toice ™ our gf Mars Hill, NC. Har lafest song "Homecam-
ing ™ will soon be heard by many.
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Lana’s Lines

The Rest of the Bird Story
By Lana Ellis
Tennesiec

I prefer to write lighiheartedly with a moral to the
story but the Pest of the Bod Story is far from that In
the previons arcle I confrasted the living conditions of
the swallows i the wooden bird house and the killdeer
who nested in an unprotectad open srea on 3 bed of
pebbles. The last ime I zaw swalloars at the box there
was a bird on the fence nearbry and another head sock-

mE ont from inside the box. Spon that bird flew sy
with the other one and I saw no more action. While cleaning ont the bird house
I fonmnd 3 wery well built nest with 2 nice feather bed but to my dismay inside
the feather bed were three dead birds. From ontward sppearances the swallow
siblings were living a life of exse but now we know they were fn capiavity. Fast as
captivity has no place in the life of a wild bird there is ne place in God's plan that
wiould prevent His children from the freedom He promises in His Word. I think
it's no coincidence that as I write I'm begmming the Bible study “Breaking Frae™
by Beth Moore. This study is based om the book of Isziah described by her as “a
book shout the captivity of God’s children, the faithfulness of God and the road to
freedom ™ She poes on to say, “Like Tsrael and Tudah woach of our own captvity
is caused by failure to remove obstacles such as unbelief prde, idolatry, praver-
lessness and Spirt-quenching legakism ™

The first temptation Satan put before bumans was doubting God's Word and
even though be has been defeated he's sl in the business of putting doubt or
unbelief in the mimds of God's children. Undl the chains of unbelief are broken
we are definitely being hald cap-
tve. Isaish’s account of the Fings
of Judah and Israel goes straight to
pride a3 baimg the reason for mamy
of their faihmes. The pride of those
kings and the New Testament Phari-
seps is easily recognizahls. Tobhn
described Dictrephes as one “who
lovved to kave the presminence.™ It's
also easy for us o recognize pride in
A boastfil person but pride can take
on many disguizes. Ob, how we homans love o be praised and honored, win med-
als and get pats on the back for our accomplishrments and completed tasks. Pride
says, “T don't need help. Ican do itby myself™ Mark 7:20-23 tells what Jesus
thinks of pride and arrogance. There it is, right in the nudst of a list of horrendous
evil things such as murder, theft, formications, slander. etc. If's described as a vice
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that can defile a persom. It takes a lot of gumpton to confess pride in one’s life.
Why? Becanse of one’s pride! Fomans 12:3 Do not think gff vourse[ more highly
tham you enght, but rather think of voursefwith sober judement. Anvihing we
do or accomplish should bring glory fo God rather than to ourselves.

In Luke 18 Fesus told 3 parable of those who stood and prayed telling God their
“zood deeds”™, even fasting twice 8 wesk snd paving tithes. They certainty looked
good from the outside, but Tesus szid they “rusted in themseives™ which leads us
to the third obstacle that must ba
removed, idolatry, “Iot me”, self
says. Self I have news for yow
Amn idol is aoyvihing or person that

fore, there’s a possibility an idol in
each of our lives goes by the name
of “ME." It's all about “MME™. The
way we “‘worship™ that idol is by
self-safisfartion. The zific we lay at
the fpot of “MdE™ are time money,
activities sports, enfertainment
friends and even family. Anything or person we treasure more than a relationship
with God throwgh Jesns is an idol. Some of the Old Testament kings participated
in temple worship but were guilty of leaving “high places” for pagan worship. We
Christians mnst destroy soy “high places™, those secret ddols, in our lives that we
think are hidden from others. __bat God knows.

As ] began studying these obstacles mdividnally I became aware of how eas-
ity they can be stacked one on another, building a wall that entraps. Faihare m
remove the obstacles of unbelief, pride and idolatry (ME) leads o prayeripssness.
Afrer all. by then I don’t need God even if my cutward appearance and sctions say
Ido. Going through life without asking God for puidance is like traveling a road
without sizns or maps depending only on one’s instincts. How lost we would be
with all the unnecessary todsts and hams.

It's easy to see how faking God out of the formula resnlis in the last obstacle to
fresdom, Spirt-guenching legalizm. Unlike the other obstacles legalism affects
others a5 well as the individual. The words of JTesus in Marthewr 15:8-0 hits the
nail right oo the head. This peopie draws near fo me with their mouths and honor
aee with thair ips; but therr hearis are five from me. In vam they worship me,
feaching for dectrings the commandmants gf men. Colossians 2:8 See to it that no
one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends
on lnyman tradition and the elememntsl spirriual forces of this world rather than on
Christ. In Acts 21:28 the religions people were adamant about those who were
oot like them enfering into their congregations. The early church had to deal with
their past traditions and so nmst we. It's possible that scomseons whose skin calor is
different mot dressed 3 certsin way and’or not camrying 3 particnlar Bible trancls-
tiom can be shimmed  And what abont our church services? Are they so stmcmred
that the Spirit is prevented from ministering? Are there certain things we do just
because we've always done it that way? Paul's waming to the Thessalonians was
“(mnench not the Spirit.” The Internsfional Standard Version puts it this way. “Do
Hot put ouf the Spirits fire ' Pouring oo a acket full of raditons and legalisms
is a sure way of putting out the Holy Spirit's fire.

Omly God knows why the swallows in the bird hemse did not take fight bot I
know what can keep me from the freedom I have in Christ. Will vou join me in
removing thess barriers and awy other obstacles from our lives that wonld prevent
us from the Spint-filled life promized by the “Troth™ himself? Jesus said that He
is the Trath snd His Truth will set us free. We have the choice — become weak
in captiviry like my back yard swallows or break loose and soar on wings like
eagles. (Tsaizh 40-31)

Lang Eifiz resides in Kingsport TN, next doar fo grandchildren. Church i West
Colonial Hills Baptist Church.
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Burnsville Seventh-Day Adventist Church

Shine For Him
By Ed Cousar
Tancey Cowunty

A little boy loved Jesns very much, and enjoyed hear-
ing his mom and dad read Bible stories to him. Every
dary he imvited Jesus to come info his beart and live
there. This boy considered Jesus to be his best friend
and heto.

Children are naturally interested m how they are
zrowing. So, one day he asked hiz father: "Daddy, how
tall zmm I7" "Last ime we messured Vou yon were
three fest tall," his dad responded. COme day as his son was standing beside his
dzd, be asked hiz dad how tall be was. Dad said "six feet, two mchez" Then
his son asked him, "How tall is Fesns™" Surprised, his father said that he was not
exactly sure, but maybe Jesus was tall, like a tall hasketball player After a panse,
this little boy seemed relieved abont invitne Fesns to live in his heart. He said,
"Draddy, if Fesns is so tall and I am so small, He must be sticking

JESUS

By Joyee Tipton Boone

He didn 't leok lite onr savier Iyving there,
While His earthly parents fook tender care.
Yet, there wrapped in ywaddling clothes
Hi lay im @ manrger,

The Savier fo all who wonld believe,
Ter, o some @ siranger.

He didn 't ook like o King, hanging there.
He didn’t look ltke the Son af God, with power.
Bat, He was both gf these and more.

He way LOVE come dovwn from glary.
LOVE took our place. He died for onr sins.
pen up your hearts door, lef the Savior in.

Joyce Boane it a member of Liberyy Hill Baptist Church at Estatoe. She love:s the
Lord.

ot of me."

This young boy's response 10 his dad abour Jesus, reminds me
of John 3:30. "He must morease, but T must decrease " Ouoe of the
greatest prophets realized this too, JTobn the Baptist. To me there is
an important spirimal principle: when more of self disappears. the
more of Christ appears. When we 1ift up Jesns in our lives, e will
nse our life and mine to draw others to Himeelf. T remember read-
ing 3 book vears ago, where the muthor said, "People would rather
see & sermon, than hear a senmon any day.™

5o, what dopes it mean to be called 3 Christian today? Here is
an enccellent defmition” "For to be 3 Christian is to be Christ like.
Jesus is a perfect pattern and we need to imitate His example. A
Christian is a representative of Christ™ (Evangelism, pg. 6413
Panl write these words in 2 Connthians 3:18: "By deholding Him
w become trangbrmed " God's ideal for each one of us is for His
Light to shine brighter throngh us as we confimie to walk with Him
thronzh His Spirit.

When nty family and I lived in Canada, I kad the privilezes o
hawe Bible studies with a young man, who was a bocer, Taining to
be in the Ohympics. What impressed me the most abouat him, was
his long and ardwous training regimen. With all his efforts, it did
not gearantes be would be chosen to be 3 member of the Canadian
boxing team. Mor, if chosen, win any medal All this straim and
sttngzle resuliing in just a few winners, is for a perishable prize
and fleeting fame. It is mferesting thar oy fmend abandoned amy
practice that would not enhance his chances o win. Mo sacrifice
was too great for him fo reach his goal

It iz amazing that in our spirieal Olympics, where the prize
never perishes or fades, we can neglect such a prest and stemal
salvation It
is becanse of
Christ, who was
victorions, that
We {00 Can mo
the race before
us, we can be
victorious, we

—

able zold. Paul
describes this
gpiritzal Olym-
Pics we are all
engagzed m, in Hebrews 12: 1,2 Thergfore we alse, since we ane
surrouticled By so grear cloud gf wimesses, lat us lay aside every
waght, and the sin which so easily ensmanes us, and W6t us run with
endurance the race that iz sef bgfore ws, looking wnte Jesus, the
author and finisher of owr foith, who for the joy that was set bglone
Him enghured the cross, despising the shame, and has sarf down ar
the right hand g the throne gf God. ' In this tewt, we find the secret
of victory m Christ. All the ingredients for winwing the prize of
Christ-likeness are here. Christ-likeness is the moal in the spirifeal
race in our journey toward His kingdom.

A Little girl was walking with her mother into chioch. The
stained-glass windows depicted Christ's disciples and the sun's rays
were shining beaatifully through the windows. She szid, "MMom-
ory, now I koo what good disciples of Jesus are like, the light of
Jesus shines throngh them ™

God bless you, as you shine for Him

Ed Conzer &5 the pasior for the Burnnille and Erwin Hills Sevanth-
gy Adventist Churches. Previously ke semaed churches i Ondario
{Canada), New York, Eenfucky and North Caroling. He alse iz a
retired Chaplai, Lisutenant Ciolomad, having spant 20 years in the U5
Air Force, Pastor Cousar, and Rz wife gf 23 years, Carel, ave four
adiis children: Meiissa, Eqylee, Meagn and Drew. He evjoys shar-
ing the love gf Jazis amd encouraging orthers to prepare for Hiz zoon
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Crossword

ACROSS

1hesaid, |, Father, all thmgs
are possible umto thee (Mark 14:36)
EIV

5 They were nmgry and thirsty,
thear lives  away (Ps 107:3)
10 Five gold tumors and five gold
{1 Sam 6:4)

14 with sitver, mwon, tin, and lead,
they traded m thy . (Ezek
DKWV

16 Femember, O LORD, vour great
mercy and  (Ps 25:6)

17 Their calls wall  through the
windows (Zeph 2:14)
18thereisonly  between
me and death (1,4) (1 Sam 20:3)

19 twenty male goats, two lnmdred
_ and twenty rams (Gen 32:14)
20bhemadea  of cherubim of
olive wood (1 Kmgs 6:23)

21 Youwllbea  wanderer on
the earth (Gen 4:12)

23 represent four kingdoms that
will  from his nation (Dan £:22)
25 nghteous 15 a tree of hife, and he
who souls 15 wise (Prov 11:30)

and

26 below the hioms and bulls were
_ of hanmered work (1 Kmgs
71:29)

27 Such 15 the fate God ___ the
wicked (Job 20:29)

30butthe  wound had been
healed (Pev 13:3)

31 Yowrhand will  hold on all
your enemies (Ps 21:8)

32 fantastic, first-rate

34 the ear  words as the tongue
tastes food (Job 34:3)

32 kalled some twenty men m an
area of about halfan (1 Sam
14:14)

40 from foundation to | were
made of blocks of ngh-grade stone
{1 Kings 7:9)

42 m nakedness and ~ poverty,
you will serve the enemies (Dent
28:48)

43 remams only a smgle se=d But
if it dies, if produces many
(John 12:24)

45 Jesus rephied, "Foxes have holes
and birds of the air have  (Matt
8:20)

47 first book of the Bible (abbr)
48 pure gold, more rare than the
goldof  (Isa 13:12)
50 Sir, your nuna has
(Luke 19:16)

52 the place of the Skull {which
in__ is called Gelgotha) (John
19:17)

55 Chnst Jesus came into the world
to _ smmers (1 Tm 1:15)

56 all the male goats ~ with the
flock are streaked (Gen 31:12)

57 whoever ivesand ~ inme
will never die (John 11:26)

61 consciences have been seared as
with  woem(1,3) (1 Tim4:2)
62 when the ram's __ sounds a
Eﬂi};ﬁﬂmyﬂwgﬂwfﬁmﬂ
64 vines and fig trees, pomegran-

ten more

ates, ol and homey (Dent
8:8)

65 The blind recerve their sight,
and the  walk (Matt 11:5)
66 son of Seth (Gen 4:26) KJV
67 they wall __ the romed cities
that have been devastated (Isa
61:4)

68 now my hife  away;

of suffening gnip me (Job 30:16)
69 When they had _ three

or three and a half nmles (John
6:19)

70 anmmals take cover; they re-
main mn thewr  (Job 37:8)

DOWN

1 Peter followedhim  off
unto the high pnest's palace
(Matt 26:58)
2 Its posts he made of silver, its
___ of gold (Song 3:10)
Iwepat _ into the mouths
of horses to make them obey
(James 3:3)
4 Also there
by it (3.3) (Zech 4:3)
Ghewill  those who fear the
LORD (Ps 113:13)
7 large shields, the  and ar-
rows, the war chibs and spears
(Ezek 39:9)
8 the serpent beguiled
through his subtilty (2 Cor 11:3)
9 A voice of cne calling in the
_ (Matt3:3)
10 The laws of the Medes and
Persians, which cannot be
(Dian 6:8)
11 an ox from each leader and
_ from every two (1.4)
(Num 7:3)
12 the hollow of Jacob's
in the smew that shrank (Gen
323D EWV
13 the dogs came and hcked Ius
_ (Luke 16:21)
15 whoever  logs may be
endangered by them (Eccl 10:9)
22 do good; let lum seek peace,
__ 1t (1 Pet 3:11) (KTV)
24 For I'was an and ye
gaveme  (Matt 25:35)
26 their sailors came alongside
to trade for your _ (Ezek 27:9)
27 for that day 1s great (Jer
30:T)
28 unto the rmgs of the ephod
witha _ of blue (Ex 28:28)
KV
20 simke the tambounne, play
the melodious harp and ~~ (Ps
81:2)
30 he touched her hand, and the
__ left ber (Matt 8:15)
33 I wall stmke every horse with
___ and 1fs nder with madness
(Zech 12:4)
35Theywillbea  anda
wonder to you (Deut 28:48)
36Agood  cannot bring
forth evil fnut (Matt 7:18)
37 The Lord needs it and wall

olive trees

(]
(8]
(]
i
4

i
L= 4
&
r

27 &8 |[%

e
w'w

la= 1.

BIBLEWORDGAM ES SO

o ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
11:3) PR ]

o 54 disciples came and took s
39 This 15 the account of Esan body and laid it in (14)
the father of the  (Gen (Mark 6:29) -
36:.9) 55 endow her with wisdom or gi

" ot (L g—w
féﬂﬂlfmmt mﬂmglfgdlﬂm her a share of good___ (Job 39:17)
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(Rom took lum to the of the hall
44 wll be forgotten for seventy (Luke 4:20) -
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60 patch from a new garment and
than the heavens (Ps 108:4) it on an old one (Luke 5:36)
1 They  andstaggeredlike  e3m. )\ ficham Shemed who
drunken men (Ps 107:27) built  and Lod (1 Chron 8:12)
52 every kind of clean animal -
_ andits mate (1.4)
(Gen 7-2)
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titute, with her family (Josh

GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRL 7:00 AM -
CALL: 828-682-6144

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN

4:30 PM

“Serving the

* Friday, Oct. Gth - Apple Festival

The Poper

Lunich at Cook Out

Community”™

Trips for October

- Erwin, TN
* Friday, Oct. 13th - Mast General Store - Boone, NG - Lunch at

* Friday, Oct. 20th - Farmers Market - Lunch at Harbor Inn Seafood
* Friday, Oct. 27th - The Thrift Shops in Weaverville & Asheville -
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. Compassion
By Brent Price
Mitchal] County

We bear it almost every day. You leam of a person who
is strugeling and broken, someone whose crcomstances
don't appear to offer mach hope. You may feel somy for
them and might feel a real surge of sympathy. Ent we all
Eknow how hard it is to get too Close to misery and misfor-
nme. They re just “pitifol ™

When confronted with the pain and suffenmg of others,
many of us are guilty of simply offering a blessing and confiming on our way.
“I"ll be praving for you™ trails behind us as we leave some “pitiful” person to their
stmuzgle. In the second chapter of JTames we are challenged to respond very differ-
ently to those whom we might be temipted to label as “pitiful ® "] a bnother or
sizter ba naked, and destite of darly food, and one aof you says unie them, Depar?
in peace, b warmed and filled, but you give them none of the things which ane
nacdfiul for the body; what does i marfer? (JTames 2:15-16)"

Pity, as I see it, offers no power. It allows us to dismiss persons. It creates
distance and keeps us unimvolbved. Pity avoids relatgonship and imsulates us fom
entering into the suffering of others.

Tesus did not look out to the hungry multitedes, offer a blessing and send them
on their way. He didn’t tumn o the disciples and say, “Look, brothers. Aren’t these
poor people pitifal? It's a shame they didn’t bring anything to eat.™ Mo, Jesus
falt their lnnger He knew they didn't hawve the means to purchase food. He was
concerned for their well-being-— “Twill not send them away fasting, lext they
Jaint in the way (Marthew 15:32).7 Jesus hears the cries of the lepers, the blind,
the lnmgry and the mooming and be is moved to compassion. Comapted fesh
is made whole and unblemished. Diarkness is mmed to light as sight is restored.
The poor eat and are
satisfied. MMouming is.
tumed infto dancing as
the dead remam 1o Life
The word we know as
“comipassion”™ in its
earliest form literally
mesans “suffer togeth-
er.” This i= the work of
bearing fruit. Here is
the work of love, what §
it means to enter the
Iwes of others.

Tesus is moved by
the hart and broken-
ness of those around
him. So, he does the —
ooty thing be can. He heals and feeds. He binds up the broken-heared. He loves
the unlowable. He embraces “the wrong people.™ His love, rooted in compassion
francforms lives and draws attention to the suffering that is imnored by the pevarers
that be.

I*ve been blessed to =it &t tables where multinides have besn mirsmaloushy
fed. I've been embraced by persons who felt they had litle to offer and vet they
offered more than anyone conld mmagine. Unaware of my ovmn blindness, my
sight has repeatedly besn restored. I've celebrated the joy that follows mowrnimg
and know that even in the most desperate hours we need o be toncked by a hand
mcved with compassicn--— to heal us, to restore us and to offer us bope.

Reverend Brent Price is a chaplain at Hocpice & Palliative Care of the Blue
Ridge

Lakeview Nursery has

worw bicnews. com

become Lakeview Mercantile & Garden
3 & 4 Generation Owners * 55 Years Experience » New Merchandise
Shrubbery * Trees * Perennials * Organic Fertilizer, Pesticide, Soil * Plants
Concrete Fountains & Statuaries * Decorative Pots * Outdoor Bob Timberlake Furniture
665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC » 765-9133

Knowing the Lord

By Timothy Eller
McDowell County

In Exodus 3:14 Jehovah God told Moses to well the
children of Israel that I AM had sent him. He introdaced
himecelf as T am that T AM to bdoses at the baming bush. In
Exodus 3:6 Yahweh identifies himself 3z I AW the God of
Abrahem Isazc, and Jacob. He makes himself also known
in Isaizh 43:

Izaiah 43:10

“Ye are my witnezses, saith the LORD, and my servand whom I have chosen;
thert ye may Enow ard balieve me, and understand that am he: bgfore me thare
was v God formeed, neither shall there be qiter me. “ETT)

Fahweh said that Isaiah was sent fo declare im az TAM  And tha? there naver
Fias boan nor never will be any other God formed excapt Yahweah., W find mone
out about the I AM in Isaiah 43:25:

253 I even I am he that blomteth ouf thy fransgressions for ming own sake, and
will pot remember thy sins.

It is I AN that blotteth fransgressions for mine on sake and will no longer
remembier DIy sins.

As we study who was this Jesus, who was it that hlotted ont our sine with his
Elood?

The answer is foumd in Isaish 45:17-18.

17 But Israe! shall be zaved in the LORD with an everlasiing salvafion: e
shall not be ashamed nor covfounded world withou? and.

18 For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens, God kimself that formad
the aarth and mada 1t; he hath establizhed 17, he created it not in vain, he formed
it fo b inhalited: I am the LORD,; and there is none alie.

Who is this Jesus?

Tim Eller gradumsied from Caroling Graduane School gf Diviniy and has Been
imvohad in prison and jail ministry for the past fiftee years. Currently he iz
operating in the capacity aff a servant of Jesus Christ:

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Breakfast = Lunch

Cieli Sandwiches

o

=Hamblrgers
e L

i e
DT'S BLUE|RIDGE JAVAY et cr:
COFFEE SHOP'S CAFE]

e
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Speed of Light

Research published in the Lancet, a prestigious
medical jounal stated that Laser Therapy reduced
acute neck pain immediately after treatment and up
to 22 weeks after treatment with chronic (long term)
neck pain. So why choose Laser Therapy? It works,
has no side effects and the results last.

C R l I z r Natural Health Care

Life Center

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7255
cruzlifecenter.com

Solutions for Your Life
LASER THERAPY

CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING
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Exclamations in Nature
Een and Tan Metop
Avery County

I cherish two special memories involving
children and mature from our back-to-back trips
to Morth Caroling and then to Colorado.

We had taken our 3 Y2-yesr-pld grandson
Jonsthon — & nature lover — to 8 Christmas tree
farm near his home. The farm alse hes snimals
to feed and wactors to wow the youmgest of frac-

tor lovers.

He kad a blzst. But, niy faverite picmre is of this little gay walking ahead of
us amidst towering Chrismas frees while waving his arms and talking out loud to
them. The cutdoors speaks to him and be conldn’t help at respond.

While on a hike in Focky Mountain Mational Park a few weeks later, Een and
I and our friends, Howard and Alyon, passed by 4 mom. dad and their youmg son
Inhaling the scents of the forest and enthralled by the wonder of natare, our souls
were fed even more by this youngster.

Een and Howard were a little abead of ws when they heard the boy gemninely
exclaim “This iz Life!™

Then a5 we brought up the rear and the family drew closer to ws, the boy asked
in a voice of wonder and hope, “Can I move here™

His eyes were alight with joy as be embraced the place and how it made him
feel.

I couldn’t help but respond, “Sure. And I'Tl move here_ top!™

Of course, it's not possible to move to 2 national park. B, the sights and
spunds of such a place take up residence m us somehow. And thai’s becanse it's
oot simply ‘nanare.” It's 3 manifestaton of who God is.

The Bible tells ws m Fomans 1: 20, NIV, “For since the creation gf the world
Grod 5 tmizible gualities — his efernal power and divine nature — have beern
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are withour
ercuse.

Many other Scripture references attest to the infricacies and vaneties in God's
creation. And, yef, we so offen want to explain it away as ‘mother nature” or the
evolutionary theory. In reality, God has revealed himself thronzh his creation so
that we might be drawn to him — who is the more magnificent, awe-inspinng be-

And be longs to have a relationship with ns.

We are given opporfumities on every walk along a roadway where wild foaers
Erow; every hike info the mountains where waterfalls surprise us, awakening our
semsps; and. pazine mbo the night sky twinkling with endless stars to talk abont
onr amazing creator God

Mature exclaimes his majesty. Let's do the same and pomt oor children to him
Selsh

Pienic in the Park

Ablaze with anfume s fnvitation.
come picaic on food for body and sonl
God’s faitfyhiness is palpable in every seasomn.
“He did not leave Himse]f without witmess,
in thar He did good, gave s rain_from heaven
amnd fruitful seasamns,
filling onur hearty with food and gladness ™
Aects 14: I7

BUILDINGSUPPLY | @ e
an reside in in Avery L W ; moved in
828-682-9841 252 Possum Trot Road retirement becanse they love our mowntains. Thay have wrirten for us in years
+ wevew. summitiuidingsupply com Burnsville, NC 28741 past.
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Where Am | and How Did | Get Here

By Jasom Koon
Burke Covngy

I didn't start off rying to be the pastor of an es-
tablished Bible belt chorch. In the early days of my
calling into mumisiry, I always magimed I'd be out on
the Mizzion field sornewhere. taking the gospel into
the despest, darkest reaches of the world. Somebow:, I
ended up here. Early on, T had a picture in moy muimd of
what it might look like to be the pastor of an estab-
lished Baptist Chorch in the Bible belt, and I didn’t like it. Sitfing in my study,
comfortable, except for the e that [ kept close by in case a deacon dropped by
unsmnounced. It was not oy idea of taking the gospel to the nations. It didn't
seem a5 Christ-like to me as going to the majority world and living in poverty
for the sake of the Gospel. Bui this is where I ended up. I didn’t “sell-out™ or get
off wack, I don't think I sertled for the American Dream imstead of pursumg the
Einmdom of God, it's just that as I went through college and nyy early years in
muinisiry, it just namrally began to take this shape. And I'm thankfiol for what God
has ziven me.

So here is my epiphany. I am in the Mizsion field and yon are too. We are in
one of the dark, Largely umresached commers of the globs. but what makes the dark-
ness §n o Con-
et 5o insidi-
o=, is that a kot
of it looks like
lizht. We live in
& world where
many pecple
are caught up
in a false form
of Christian-
ized idolatry,

2 reliion that
has all the form —— Z
hm:u:mnfﬂmpmﬂ“fehawpnmm%spdﬂms and zood preach-
ing amd there's nothing wrong with those things. But, the reality iz, that most of
the people who live in my neizhborhood don't really understand who God is, and
many that do, kave so omch else going on that the gospel isn't mpactng their
lives like the Bible says it"s supposed to. But everything s fine, right? [ file m,
fill mry spot in the pew, and then file on to zet back to the business of “real life.”
Sometmes I even go on Wednesday night I'm living for Jesus, right?

I think that we are going to need to begin approaching life as a Believer in the
Bible Belt the same way that our older brothers and sisters in the faith approached
tzking the pospel to the noreached heathen on the other side of the world People
are living i darkness; T0% of noy neighbors rarsly if ever go to church, snd T
& hecoming more and mores convinced that many of these who do are no more
worshipping the Christ of the Bibls than the unconverted masses who have never
heard his name. Church, we are in the nussion field. The lost are in cur neighbor-
hoods, in cur families, and in many cases in our own Chuoches. If our lives are
Eoing to have the same kind of Kingdom impact as the lives of people like Lottie
MWoon, William Carey, Dravid Brainerd, George Liele and the countless others
who came before us, they are going to have to start taking on some of the same
characteristics s these did. Most importantly, get 3 passion that all might hear the
Gospel, From the man in Africa who has pever heard the Gospel, fo the man in
HMorth Carolina, teaching Sunday School, who has heard it thonsands of times but
never fully miven hirmzelf to it.

Jazon Eoon iz Pastor gf Brideed? Church in Morganion, NC.

MCHP

By Amber Dillinger
Mirchall and Tancay Couniy

Fecently a pumber of our patients mayv have re-
ceived a lefier from Bloe Cross Blne Shield regarding
their physician at one of the Mountain Commninity
Health Parmership centers; Celo Health Canter or
Bakersvills Conwmmity hMedical Clinic.

The letter from BCES of MC indicated that as of Oc-
tober 5, 2017, their physician is oo longer in network
with Bloe Medicars HWO and that they have been assizned to 3 new provider,

While facmally comect, the letter is misleading in that it dpes not clearly state
that this happened becaase their physician has admiting prvileges with Mission
Heslth and Blue Ridge Fegional Hospital and therefore was lmped in with all
the other Miszion affiliated physicians impacted by Mission's decision to leave
ECEES.

What are the facts vou need to know?

Phvsicians and Providers at Mountain Convminity Health Parmership (MCHE)
health centers_ are in netwrork with BCBS and Blue Meadicare HMO and will con-
tirme to be in network, even if Mission Health does actually leawe BCHS.

MCHP 1= WOT affiliated i any form or fashion with Mission Health, We've
pnever been part of Mission, and mever plan to be. BMCHP and all of its heakth cen-
ters are commnity-owned and managed providing primary care health sanvices
to patkenis in Mitchell, Vancey coumties and surmounding areas.

All provider services provided at MOCHP health centers ate considered in net-
work with BCES and Blue Medicare HBIO.

What do von need to do?

Unformnately, BCBS is a large corporation and while we will work dilizenthy
o have BCBS comrect our patients ermonesns assignment fo another provider, it
may fake 3 while. In the meantime afferted patients should call BCBS Costomes
Service Department to have them assigned back o their original physician at Celo
Heslth Center or Bakersville ity Bedical Clinic. The BCHS Cuosfomer
Service Depariment is 1-888 310-4110.

We sincerely apologize for the incomenience this may cause our patients. It's
unforninate when patents are negatively impacted by the actions of others. Fest
assured that your healthoare is oar priomty snd we'll contione fo provide the high-
est quality of patient care possible to all of our patients.

Pieasze feel free to contact our Patient Advocate, Amber Dillinger with any
gquestions regarding your Bliue Medicare coverage. Open enmollment is coming
sppn for Medicare and Amber is an expert in assisting patents making the best
salection for their coverage. Amber can be reached at 828 688-6621.

For more invformation or to leam more sbowt our health center please contact:
Ampber Dillinger, Outreach and Enrollment 828-588-6621  adillimzeri@mchp care
Wisit our websites at: hitp:fthebche orp’ or hetps'orwmaccelohealtheenter com
medical’ Article written by: Chack Shelton CEQ

Ambgr Dillinger is the Ouireach and Enrollment'Certjfied Application Counreior
af Bakernille Commumily Health Canter

iller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

Erie
Insurance

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the tmost IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

warw brenews.com
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“SHOP LOCAL?™ wwwgrassycreskclothing. com
Grassy Creey
CLOTHIN G

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Mon, Tues, Wed. Sat B:30am-5:30pm Closed Sunday
Thurs & Fri. 8:20am-7:00pm -Go to Church

D%]I]T \

Wb f.--méfr That Gets Efq!-rfff.d

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS

South of 1-40
3800 Sugar Hill Rd.

R'Iarmn, NC 28752

Dennis J. Whitson ﬂ. ke a9 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

v YWhilsonReallvocom | dennisw @2 WhitsonHealty.com

Armadillos
By Chrizty Lowman
Burke Coumn

Diid vou know that God made animals with aomor” One ant-
mal has armor that covers its entire body except for its tunumy.
It comes in many different colors: pink, red Black, gray, and
yallow, This anims] s noctarnal, and an coondvore, which
means it will eat preny muck awything! Have you Egured ot
what animmal T am talking abont”

If vou gmeszed ap annadille, you are cormect!

There are 11 different vanienes of anuadillos. The smallest is called the pink
fairy and weizhis sbout three cueces. The largest is called the siznt apunadilla
znd can weizgh as mach 2z 120 pounds! The three-banded armadillo is the only
oma that can mck s body and change its shell to look like 3 ball to keep preds-
tars from exting thern. Most armadillos dix holes to cover thelr nnprotacted hairy
ballies leaving only their armeor sticking owt when threatened. The screaming hairy
ammadille has hairs between itz ammor plates and screams when a predacor is pear
It also uses its shell to cutr andmals that try 1o 22t it The nine-banded anuadille =
the oaly ammadille that lives in the United States. They ars the only armiadillo that
has quadniplet babies each time they zive birh, and are the official apimal of the
state of Texas

The word anmadillo is Spanish, and means “litds snoored one.”™ Their body is
barre] shaped;
they have pointy
shovel-like
snouts. and have
alongz stcky
tonIus 1o eat
tarmites snd snts.
Sharp claws and
strong legs make
dizzing uarows

o 5 : . easy. Their eve-
zizht is bad o they wse their hairs 25 faslers, and theair sense of smell to help tham
gaf around. Ampadilles ve mainly in wann areas of the world due to their lack of
body fat to keep thern warm

Yo can eat anmadillos, they say it tastes like pork, but T highly don’t recom-
mend it! Armadillos camy the bactena that cause the disease leprosy, which you
conld carch from eating or handling themny. This 15 the very same leprosy that 1z
menficned in the Bible, and kas wo cure

Diid vou know that an armadillo’s armoor is so strong that there have besn stories
of men that have shot them, and the bullet dide’t 2o through the shell? In fact, the
shall was so swoag thar it sewt the bullet boumcing back to the shooter! Mow thatis
spme mighty strong anmor!

Whena [ think of anmor, T think of 3 knight in the Lord's anoy £gkiing for the
Lord against evil I ses him being confident that nothing can stop him becanse
b iz protected by the Lord with the ammor that He gave him, restng assured that
good always wins over evil Did yvou konoar that God really has given us annar 1
put on daily to belp us Sgbt our bamles azamst the devil? We will t2lk albous the
indivichial pieces at a later dame. Isw't it swesome thar God loves us so much he
agpupped ws with aroor to muake it throngh esch day against things we anconater?
It ruight be a bully at school, or the dreadad stommack oz, or being scared of a
timderstonn. There are tons of things that we eacovmtar each day buf rest assared
you are pot doms it zlone! God is with vou abways and will protect vou in what-
aver you mizht endure!

Fiually, be smong in the Lord and in the swength of ks aught. Put oo the whols
anmor of God, that you may be able 1o stand against the schemes of the devil
For we do oot wrastle against fesh apd blood. bar against the mlers, agains the
suthorities, azainst the cosmic powers over this present darkpess, azamest the
spirimal forces of evil o the heavenly places. Therefors, tike up the whaole arroor
of God, that wou may be abls to withemand m the evil daw, 2nd having done all, o
stand finn. Ephesians &: 10-18 ESW
“Hava [ not cormmanded vou? Be swong and couragecns. Do not be frightensd,
and do oot be dismaved, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshna 19 NIV
Drear Loxd, [ pray that you will show each child bow to use Your ammor. [ pray
that they will abways have comnfort in kpowing that you are with them always no
matter what Help them be stronz, brave and tough skinned like the amuadille
whatever they face. In Tesus's precions name [ pray AMEN.

Biblipgraphy

bhrp:‘mentalfioss com'amcle§7346/ 1 2-odd-facts-and-staries-about-armadillos
hnp:www nanonalgessraphic comanimals manunals sroup ammadillos
btpewwnw havabart comarmadillo-fact:

hips-fwwa livescience comy' 32 300-annadillas oml

Chrizty Lowman iz g Cheistian author and Glustrator thar Iives in the foothills af
the Bive Ridee Mounrains with her hushand and nwo children. She anfens witiing
and diuziranng books for all ages. Soma qf her short staries are published with
Gridepasis and HCT. Chrisy gives all the glory to God i everything she dees. 4
parnon gf every book soid from the Small Bible Characrer Series will be donared
ra barrle human rgfficking. Ifvou enioy her books, “like" her author page on
Facebook and ler her know! You can buy her books arf hnps_/Aswuw. ammazon. comis!
ref=dp bvimme_sr_book_l Mle=UTFiEReld-author=Chrisy+Lowmandesgarc h-ali
as =hooks &rext=Chrisi=Lovwmandseri=melovancerank

You can reach her af Bifps:Swww facebook comauthar ChrisoLawman or chrs-
nisseapsiayabo. com.

www. bronews,. com
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Fight the Right Fight
Pastor Dan Carollo
Burke Coumgy

1 Samuel 17 containg what is probably the most famons
battle o all the Waord of God, the bartle between Diavid and
Gropliath. The details of the story are fasrmanne, a8 a teen-
age shepherd defears 8 grant who cansed an entre sy
be paralyzad with fear. Before David ever fought Geliath,
he was faced with two batiles ke chose to oot fight. David
rafused to be sidetracked by simaller banles and thereby
retpained focusad oo the most important banle We mst remain focnsed oo fight-
ing the mzht battles; failare to do so may have disasmons consequences.

The first banle which David chose to oot fight is the banle of false aconsaton.
Diavid was told by bis father to take food to the amuy o see kow the banle was
zoing. Itwas customary for the families to provide food for the Gzhtng amay to
snscain them . David did exactly 25 he was told to do, bt whep he arrved, hs was
zreeted by his oldest brother Elizh. Elialh was perhaps jealons over not being cho-
sem o Be the ment king of [irael (1 Samue]l 16:6-T). Ragardlazs, iz words were
fllad with anfimesin and false aconsation as he said, "Wy camest thou dowy
hitker? and with whome Ras? thou \gft those fine sheap i the wildermeszs? Tlnow
fiy pride, and the naughtings: gf thine heart; for thou art come dovwn thar thow
milghsest see the baile " {1 Sanmel 17:28). David chose to not fght the batla of
false acousation oo
te defend his bovor
Bather, he dispailed
the armument by
simplv sanng,
“Wheat have I now
dona’ I3 thare not 2
canzaT”

Tha sacond barmla
which Diavid chose
o ot fght 1= the
o battle of negarv-
ity. Mobody in the
EOITE ATy Was
willing to face
M Coliath, nor did

d thev want Dravid

to face Goliath (1
Samual 16300
Eventally, Sanl
received word of
Diavid’s infentions
and sanf to speak

i - with David. Father
than epcoazging hite, Saul told David that defeat was inevitable, Mote what Saual
said to David, “Thew art nor able fo go against this Philisane io fight with him.
Jor thow arr but a vourk, and he a man g war from his vourh ™ (1 Samme] 17:33),
In eszence, Saul told David, “You canuot fizhit against him and win, Victory for
vou is nnpossible ™ Father than Gghfing this bartle, David simply recountad the
victories that God had already sranted lim

We ara often guick fo defend our honor. Far too many believers spar back and
forth on soctal mediz 35 well as other ourlats agamest falwe aconsanon. Weavwhila,
the cavse of Christ is iznored  and His people ars no longer advancing His king-
dov; they are instead advanciog their own agenda. We bear all the dme of thinzs
that canmot be dowe. We cannot allow nezadvity o discourage or siderack us; we
mmist instead press on with that whick God has called ns to do. We cammot allow
aarsalves 1o be sidetracked from that which is most imporians. Wonld there have
been a bartle with Goliath if David had a knock-down, drag-out fight with his
brother” Whar if Dravid bad lsteped to the peganvity of Saul? Let's derermine
ro fighr the right bartles: and refiuse o be stdewacked by thar which is of lesser

INPOIRAnCE.

Paztor Dan Quralls = pastor Morganson Baprist Church. Check wr ouf on our
wabsite www morganfonbapfizt ner or find ur on Facebook and TouTube.

Calls New FPastor

By Wanda Harding
Tamcay Couniy

West Burnsville Baptst Charch welcomes Pastor Temy
Long as their new pastor beginnimng the end of Corober.
Pastor Long is 37 wears old, bas ffresn years munistertal
expenznce, and 13 carrently sarving at First Baprist Church,
Charlotte. He
has 3 Master
of Diviniry frorn Sowthwestern
Baptist Theological Seminany and
will seon complete a Master of
Theaology from Southesstern Baptist
Theologiczl Saminary.

Pasztor Loag and kis wife, Joyce
d Tucker Lonz have three daughiers
and 3 sooa to srove baby boy s
Long. from Hampronville, 1T, is
the daughter of a Sowbern Bapnst
pastor. She 15 3 kindergarien teacher

Wamda Harding is pianist af Wasr Burmnville Baprist Church i Burnnviile and has
been part af the creaiive ream that produce: the pageant since iis incepRon.

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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* Flazardous Tree

Removal
= View Clearing
= Pruning

* Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

Bucket Truck Service

Certfied Arborist * Insured + Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Relaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113

warw brenews.com
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Domestic Violence-
It's Not Just Physical

By Tracy Black
Mitchel] Coumy

It was 10 o'clock when the hotline rang. The voice on the other
end was timid and scared, “T think I'm going crazy,” she =xid T
smifed to myself because I"d beard this phrase many times before,
“Tell me why you say that ™ She then tobd me of meny thinges duat
were happening in her mamiage. The final straw was when she went to her fiend's
baby shower and he termed her 34 times in an hour, “What's wrong witdy me, am I
crazy T Mo, ooy dear you'Te Dot crazy, you're absed!™

Oictober is Domestic Violence Awareness month_ 2 fime we set aside fo shine 3 spot-
Light o domestic violence and the damagine effects it has on the victims and society
25 8 whole. The problem iz, we tend to forns on the physical violence mmd overlook
that which cansas more long-term damape that can sometimes last 3 life tme. Emo-
tional abmse is insidiows and can make you feel like vou are gong cazy!

“Emotional abuse mchides verbal abmase such as yelling, name-cslling, baming, and
abuse. Abusers who use ermotional or psyvchological abuse often dhrow i threats of
pliysical vielence or other repercussions if veu don’t do what they want ™ (Smith &
Segal).

In the beginming, it is not unconumon for 8 vicim o passively iznore some of the
smide comuments and put downs. They ooour sporadically and are often “‘peppered”
with acts of kindness — lesving the victim feefing confiused and unsuwre. Forgivensss
and oversights are common. However, over time the road narmows betaeen the acts of
kimdness and emotionsl and verbal abuse begins to narmow.

Emotions] sbuse simply “chips aaay™ at hoor we think | vahie, snd estestn oar-
selves. Until one day you wake up snd have no ides bow vou got there, asking your-

Let me be clear, you have done nothing wrong. Abusers are ust that good.

Here are some signs of emotional shase:

= Putting you down — especially in public in an sttempt to sheame yow

= Embarrassing you in public.

= Blaminz vou for their abnsive and vnhealdny bebanviors,

* Threatening o barm vou or vour family. Offen,

* Calling you derogatory mames.

* hdaking you feel bad or guilty when yvou don't consent to sexmal activity.

* Uking zas-lishting to make yon feal like you are doing something wrong or your
behaviors are wrong. Making vou fee] like von are going crazy. Lying shont things
they said

= Bakinz you feel like yvou are slways dong something wione.

= Isolating vou foom your family and friends.

= hiaking demands on yon when you do go out trough nomeros texss and phone
calls.

» Sialking yow

- ingz suicide when yon amempt o break up with them

If vou heve experienced emotional abwse remesber, it didn’t get bad overnight, so
v won't hesl from it evermight As they say. the first step to healing is acknowiadga-
ment, 5o take thet first step tnday and contact yoor local domestic violence program
Yiou will find compassiom and nnderstanding
Tracy Black s the Associate Director of Mitchell County SqfePlace. She can be
reached ar §28-T63-4015 ar tracyebiackdbellsouth.net.

Auto insurance

that’s not on auto-pi
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828-765-9678

Mitchell Co. Farm Bureau

Bakersville, NC

157 Skyview Circle Bretf Cloer
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spruce Pine , nc 28777 Chasity Pitman
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(828)688-3745

Allen’s Offerings
Telephones

By Allen Buchanam
Mitchell Couniy

“Hello™ “Hello™ “Can you hear ma? I don't recall
EVET starting a comversanon with those words when we
used a dial telephone in the sbcties. When it came to talk-
ing om the telephone, none of ws had many choices. My 2
first remembrance was of one that img on the wall, was - A
black with white muonbers, and had a clear ring with holes J'{
mssociated with mombers which youn rotated one by one
to call another person. I was confined to one spot while talking unti] the optional
ten-foot cord was avzilsble. All talephones had a spiral cord that yon played with

Ome of our bnzz words today is “social media™. I don't belisve it's that new.
Wasn't “party lines™ a form of social media? Usnally, several people in your
neiphborhood used the same phone Lline 1o make calls. Very often when you
picked wp the receiver, you'd hear others mlking. The polite thing to do was hang
up and wait your frn. Sometimes those alking would bear you pick up and ask,
“who's there™ Then vou could join in. For those really brave souls, some might
eavesdrop and listen to the comversanon without joining in. Bad idea! If T remem-
bear comectly the early vears of social media was better known as “gossip”. Hmm
I don't believe anyone refers to socizl media as gossip.

As gmazring ag the telephone of yesterday was, the ones that so many of us rely
on today are tuly awesome pieces of technology. The “cell phone or smartphone™
as we know it offers so onich more than simply talking to another person. ast
today I heard thet Apple has released a new version that nses “facial recognition™
to allow you access to your own phone. With this technology, vou basically just
pick your phone up, keok at it and if it recognizes you, it's ready o use. Mo mome
passwords to key im.

If you Imay the latest and greatest smart-
phone, I strongly urge vou to learn whar it
can do odher than making calls. You have
basically mot 8 computer small enough to
hold in wour hand T nse my iPhone to track
Fppointments and contacts, read daily devo-
tions, order medicime refills. banking, music,
news, GPS, movies, photography, zames,
and the list goes oo and oo

We all give Alexander Graham Eell the
credit for inventing the telephone becanse he
was the first to obtain a patent in 1876 Can
you mmagine Ball on his telephone talking
with Tim Cook on his iPhone?

There's no doulbe that the telephone was a great invention and one which we
probably never will do without Vet it lacks one thing it does not allow us to com-
numicste with rod Cmby prayer will do that! Mo App needed God gave man the
knowledgze to imvent the telephone and He instilled the ability fo pray or talk with
Him into each of our hearts. When we are bom, there is 2 void within each heart
and sonl that only Jesus can Il At the morment, we realize this, and that we ame
sinners in need of 8 Savior; we are given the shility to pray.

As Micole C. Mullen sings. “When I call on Jesus, all things are possible.™ Call,
pray or talk, that’s all youn have to do to speak with Him. That's awesoms!

Romans 10:13 For whosowver shall call upon the name af the
Lord shall be saved.

1 Conipthians 1.2 T the church of God which iz at Corineh, fo
tham thar are sancified in Chriss Jesus, called fo be saims, with
ail that in every place call upon the name af Jesuz Chrizt our Lomd,
baoth thetrs and owrs.

Jeremizh 33:3 Call umto me, and T will anower thee, and show
thee sreat and rughly fhings, which fhou mowast not.

Psalm 18:3 Twill call wpon the Lovd, whe i wortiy fo be
praised: so, shall I be zaved from mine enemias.

Psalm 30:15 dnd calil upon me i the day gf rouble: T will deliver
thee, and thon shalt glarff me.

Allen Buchanan is a freelance Christian writer Ailen attends Bear
Creek Baprizt Church.
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Burke United Christian Ministries
Update on Support and Participation

Burke County

Burke United Christian Mmisiries wonld like o thank
our entire comumnity, especially our sustaining chrches
and individual donors, for your support over a very busy
summer. Becawse of the assistance of our commmmity and
ontstanding volonteers, BUCH was able to provide the
following over the unimer months:

= Back o School Clothes for over 00 Burke County Students

= Brovided Clothes for 208 Individusls

= Accizted 134 Families with Baby Supplies

= Accisted 650 Individuals in 3 Financial Crisis

= Provided Case Management Services for 127 Individuals

= Supplied 7,368 individuals with grocenes from the BUCM Food Paniry

totaling almost 400,000 [bs. of food.

= Provided 467 individuals with showers and over 875 with kygiene products

= Served over 20 578 meals in the soup kitchen

This assistance was provided becanse of a supportive community, a caring staff
and dedicated vohmteers who provided over 18 000 hours of service. It definitely
takes all of us working together to provide 3 hand up to peopls who are urting.

A we all know, volontesrs are the essential piece to every cIganization in
our couniry. Year after year, volunteers contmibute time and energy to assist at
agencies. During the last fiscal year, wolontears at BUCK zave 36,353 06 hours.
Paople volunteer for many different reasons, such as: helping others, making new
friends, fishting boredon, establishing a new direction in life. giving back to the
Ccomumnity or being part of an agency that is making a difference,

The Burke United Christian Minisiries would like to iovite members of our
COTMMNNITY (0 parmer with our ministry and serve withns. Here are some volun-
feer opporimities:

Fopod Harvesting — Going to local grocery stores and restaurants to pick up
donated fond.

Clothing Closet — Mew opportumity — Asgist clients in our clothing closat
as they shop with a clothing voucher The social workers write up a clothing
voucher that allows the clienf to shop. Vohmteers assist clients and then tally up
their selection. Mo money is exchanged.

Sorting, Inspecting, and Hanging — Interested in beinz behind the scenes of the
clothing closet or Saved for You Clothing Store? Volunteer to prepare irems for
the sales floor or clothing closet.

Warehonse — Unload, sort and organize perishable and non-perishable fond

" items. Assistin
stocking the Food
Panfry. Halp
keap the ware-
honse, freszers,
and refrigerators
organized.
Clerical Suppori—
Assist with pro-
el duction of newslet-

M s, bulk mailings,
fivers and more.
Willing to do
whatever or being
on~call — 15 your
vohuntesr time
fiexible? Are you
interested in just being called on in a time of need? Voluntesr to be called on
when the donations are plenty or support is needed in the food panity, clothing
closet, dining room, front office, or anywhere in the ministry. We are especially in
need of an on-call soup kitchen team for times when something comes up for the
scheduled team or in times of bad weather,

Wanting o volonteer, but not sure where. Submdt an application and let’s talk
gbout how you can make a difference with BUCM. BUCM asks volontesrs to
commit o 3 schedale, if possible. It conld be weekly, bi-weekly, once 3 month.
This allows for our depariruent staff to plan and prepare for volunteers. For on-
call vohmteers, connmitment is not requested.  Without voluntsers, we would be
nnable to operste. so we are willmg to work with you to fit your schedule.

Along with voluntesrs, sustaining churches and individusl donors, there have
been many ofher groups and organdratons that have supporied the minisoy of
BUCK. These sroups and orgamizatons have sponsored special food drimes:

= The Bast Burke and Freedom High Srhool Conrmmities during the Sideline
Hunger Food Dirive

= Headlines of Morganion

= Fatz Café of Morganton

= Limville United Methodist Church

= The Bended Enes Cowboy Church

= Bainhill Wesleyan Church

= Sputh Side Baptist Church

* Pleasant Ridze Baptist Church

= Archer Western Contractors

= The Valdes= Fotary Clhub

= The Burke County Betired Teachears

The next food drive to support the Burke United will be beld at the Pation Vs
Dranghn Foothall Game on September 29, If vou are sitending the game, be sure
o bring non-perishable feod to donate at the gate.

BUCK is also blessed to have many of our comomintty grocery stores and

restanrants support us with donated fopd. Omr ministry could not meet the needs
of our clients without the following:

* The Food Lion Stores of Burke County

= Walman Supercenter and the MNeighborhood TWahmsart

* Bilo

= Food Matters

= Pizza Hut of Morganton and Valdese

» Moondog Pizza

» Pie Hole Pizza

= Dielish

= Timberwoods

= Ahele’s

BUCM would also like to thank those who supply mently used clothes to place
in our Sawved for You Clothing Store and Clothing Closet. Ewery item sold in our
clothing store moes back into our ministry. A biz thank vou also goes out to the
Burke Orpanized Youth Philanthropists through the Community Foundation for
supplying graot fumds to supply shoes for smdents.

As we have stated many tmes, our ministry is stronger because of your support
and participation. Beamember that our ministry is here to assist those in Barke
County who need 3 hand ap. Feel free to give us a call at (E28) 433-8075 or visit
waw bucm net.

Danvad Burleson iz Director of Burke United Chrizfian Mimasiries
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Now Looking for CRAFT VENDORS!
Calebrate Christmas in November at the Old Rock
School, Saturday November 11™ from 9am-dpm

Valdese Annual Treals in the Streels
frick or Treat the Merchants Downtown from d-6pm
Iy following

With Costume cash prizes imme

presented by th fese Merchants Association.
MNew this vear Monster Bash at Spm & Haunted House!

For more information please go Lo visitvaldeso.com
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October 2017 - Blue Fidge Chmstian News page 43



Iﬂff-hﬂ 'I"Hr—

Simmons narmed 'P'n'-incipa
Childers named Assistant Principal of the Year

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke County

When paople ask Freedom High School Principal
Felicia Simumons how many kids she has, she takes the ;
enrollment munber at her school and adds three to it. Sim-
mon’s motte 1s “family first” and to her, family mchades
her busband Monte, children MMonte Jr., Felice and Micsh,
phas her smdents, faculty and staff

This mother of 1,126 was named Burke Coumty Public Schools Principal of the
Year last Thursday night before the start of her new school family's home foodhall
game against East Burke High School

“T am hombled that ooy peers wonld vots me principal of the year,™ Sinumpms
szid “All of my colleagues deserve to be principal of the year. All of us work so
hard and put stodents first. So, [ share this with all of ooy principal colleazunes.™

Burke Coumty Public Schools Superintendant Dir. Larry Punam surprised Sim-
mons with the bonor on the foothall field 1sst Thursday night, “T was in shock ™
Simmons said of her immediate reaction

Pumam alse surprised Jom Childers as Assistant Principal of the Year at the
zame, Childers is the athletc director, assistant principal and an assistant football
coach at East Burke High School.

The principals and assistant principals of Burke County Bublic Schools voted
Simmons and Childers for the honors. Potmam said of both, “I 2ee in Mrs. Sim-
mons mmd Mr Childers what our colleagues do and that is their dedication and
passion for education. They are all aboat serving stndents and are all m at their
schools. I book forward to working with them for many years to come and sesing
their contimmed mmpact on our great school system.™

Simmaoas is the frst female principal at Freedom.

She =aid her oldest son, a sophomore at Winston-5alem State, called ber last
Thursdsy nizht afier seeing on social media the
news of her being named principal of the year.

“He told me bow prowd he is of me, and bhe said,
“You were rght, Mom. You always said anything
is possible ” He started repeating quotes I have told
him =11 his life ™ Simmons said

Some of those quotes inclwde:

“When you write the story of your life, don’t let
anyone else bold the pen ™ (Harley Davidson ad);
“Tt takes a village to raise a child.” (African prow-
erb}; and “Evervone kas a leader inside of them ™
(Steve Covey)

Simmons said she lives by these philosophies.
She said, “T love being aronnd the kids. They
keep me young I love seeing them become lead-

ers. I takes all of us — custodians, cafeteria staff,
mainfensnre staff, tea.cha'aﬁustmls
teachers. Wea]lpl.nymesmnmlmle
in mesfing the nesads of these sudents,
and I encourage sll of us to grow lead- §
m-f.

Simmons’ path to leadership went
throuzh West Caldwell High School
and Winston-Salem State University.
It was af Winston-Salem that she
met her lmshand Monte. hMonte, the
head foothall coach and a PE teacher
at West Iredell High School, played
fonthall for the Winston-Salem State,
and Simmens was on the band flapg and
damee squad.

Simmaons has 5 bachelor’s degres in
early childbood education and started
her teaching caresr as a seventh-grade
language ans teacher at Gamewell

DI Denvid Fonseca, arsistand suparinian-
dent; D Larry Putname, superintendent;
Faiicia Simmonz, principal Freedom High
School, Cazey Ropers, assistant princi-
pal and athietic dinector Fraedom High
Schopl: Dr dmma Mooze, assiztant prin-
cipal Freadom High School; Jim Childers
assistant principal and athiefic direcior
iiddle School. She received her Ea:.Tji!m'hHigﬁﬁhmi;SIrmM

hool adminisraion master’s degres principal East Burke High School.
from Gardner-Webl University. She was assistant principal at Hibriten and prin-
cipal at West Lenoir School of Technology before coming to Burke County Public
Schools in 2013. She has been principal at Walter Jobnson and Table Fiock middle
schonls and was named principal at Freedom this sommer

She thanked the faculty and staff at her previous school, Table Rock, and her
new school, Freedom “They are wonderful and have besn so supportive, and they
zet credit for this honor of principal of the year, too™

Cm being pamed assistant principal of the year, Childers said “T was really
canght off Fuard in receiving this sward. There are so mamy more deserving
people in this school system for this award. I wall say that T am tmaly blessed to
wiork with the people I do. The entire staff at East Burke makes my job easy.™
Like Simmons, Childers, too, has roots in Caldwell County. He gradusted from
Hibriten High School and atended Catawhba Colleze. He played football, bas-
ketball and baseball and wrestled in high school and played football in college.
He has bachelor's degrees i spectal education and physical educstion and has a
master's degree in admimisiration from Gardner-TWebb Undversity. Childers spemt
12 years teaching special education for the Caldwell County School System. In
2001, he came to Burke County Public Schools serving as principal at East Burke
Middle School and assistant principal at East Burke High School. He coached
foptiball at Hibriten snd Catawba College and spent the Last 16 years coaching

foothall at East Burke High

Childers and his wife, Jill, have three sons, Breft, Chase and Matt. Brett and
Chasze are sophomores at East Burke High School, and Matt is & science teacher st
East Burke Middle School.

Supper is now served at Forest Hill

Forest Hill Elementary School’s cafeteria will soon ring the bell for three meals
a day. Burke County Public Schools and Chartwells has moved its Eat Well Afier
the Bell supper program o Forest Hill Elementary, :tEIHA.rmEt Murganmn,
adding a late-afternoon'early-evening
meeal to its breakfast and hmch pro-
grams. The supper program is open to
amyone in the ity and is free
to all children ages 3 to 18. The supper
price is 53 for adults. The ot meal is
served from 3 to § pam. each week on
school days starting Thursday, Sept.
21 The program also inchades a oome-
work chib and nutrition activities from
3 fo 3:45 pm. each day.

Eat Well After the Bell menn items
include barbecne chicken baked spaghet and a pancake breakfast for supper, just
to name a few. The program is federally funded throngh the USDHA, and averaged
B0 meals served at its previous locaton.

Burke County Public Schools Superintendent Dir. Lamy Pomam =aid. ““We ars
pleased o offer this additional meal te sudents and their families. We have a new
afterschool program at Forest Hill and are excited that the commumity has sccess
to a good, bhealthy, kot supper. Parents don’t have to worry about cooking, and
they can fieed their children for free. It really is a relief on their pocketbooks and
their time We are grateful for our parmership with Chamwells to be able to take
advantage of this opporiumity through the U5DA Chartwells does a fantastic job
serving smdents twice a day and now three times 3 day at our sSupper Program
location.™

Pumam added that the free supper is a great oppormnity for faith-based orzami-
zafions in the area who hold semvices on Wednesday evenings to take advantage of
the program and visit Forest Hill as a gronp for a meal

Visit wanebnrke k12 ne s to view the monthly supper menn

Charyl Shyffier i the Pubiic Relations Officer for the Burke County Public Schoal

Supper it now sarved ar Forest Hill

And thon shalt abserve the feast of weeks, of the frsgfrwirs of whear harvest,
amd the feast ¢f mgathering ar the year’s emd. Exodus 34:22

A (aring Partner at Home

When Florence was unable to live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-clech caregiver. When
her medical needs became too mue

the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensured
that both Florence and Marcy's physical, social and spiritual
needs were being met.

EareParl:ners

f HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
MCDOWELL

Exceptional Care. Every Day. N-

(828) 659-7068
carepartners.org
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For your many sides,
there’s

HOME BUSINESS LIFE POWERSPORTS

BURNSVILLE

(828)682-2325 Na tiunwi de’
SPRUCE PINE is on your sicle
(828)765-2790

NEWLAND Rﬁl\?
(828)733-9500 T E N

MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE :
gsassociates

(866)346-4202
| Gﬂﬂfa’?x ﬂ ?

Regina Hensley RenceWoody Michele Riddle Crystal Amold Dena Hensley Dusty Robinson Emily Robinson  Shelia Miller
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commercial Agent
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Mot &l Nafionwide aMiaied companies are mutsal companies and not all Matonwide members are Insured by a muhial company. Matiomaide, the Nalionwide M and Eagle Join

the Mation, What's precious ta you |6 precious io us and We put members
first because we dont have shareholders are service marks of Mationwide Mubual Insurance Company. @ 2017 Natiomwide Mutual Insurance Company. MPRA0T18AC.2

(0ar17)
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Be part of an elite group that thrives in a university
setting and appreciates the healing atmosphere
of a mountain community.

Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

LOCATED ADJACENT TO MARS HILL UNIVERSITY
170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

Assisted Living at Its Best
Ask about Our Levels of Care

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970 |
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