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“AUTUMN™
The air becomes bitter, might is darker
The leaves become amber and crimson uniil they perish
Phantoms and ecculfists come alive
Potatoes are harvested
Apples are bobbed at galas.

Faddersheck and scarecrows on display
Fooiball games are played
This 15 the tme of pumpkin spice and everything mice
Steries are told and houses are hannied
Pumplin spice laftes and hot chocolate are essential

The arema of the mr 15 crisp and clean
The sky becomes darker as the days become shorter
The wind blows the wild leaves, rustling them info a frenzy
Autumn brings us both happiness and sadness, for we say
goedbye fo summer and hello to approaching winter.

By: Bailey Brinkley

FALL IS HERE
The colorful leaves of fall fleat to the ground,
arange, crimson, brewn

Thanksgmving and halloween are approaching
The weather takes a turn bringing chills and frost
The fall festivals begin, apple bobbing, and ghost stores alike

Mums start fo come alive
Scarecrows come out of hding

Pumplans carved, corn furns inte foddershock
Frosty air begins to blow
Squirrels running, hiding, collecting for the winter

Famalies join fogether, feasting, ﬁeﬂmg stories
of old and making new ones_____ Fall

By: Reuben Rathbone
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AUTUMN
Autumn, a fruitful and wondrous fime of year,
if nof a bif spooky.
The smell of pumplan spice wafting in the air,
rs roaming in the might
but don’t be scared they're not looking to canse a fiight!

The air can be warm or brisk, but who doesn 't
like a surprise!
A great time for famuly and friends , young and old .
Gathering together and observing Thanksgning
whilst watching football on the I'F,

The leaves wall turn crimson, orange and brown
as they are falling to the ground,

But do not fear for they will be back next year.
But alas, all good things must come to an end,
As we say goodbye fo Autumn._._. 5
in hapes we will see it again.

By: Anthony Greene

"AUTUMN"™
Just after summer she arrives sudden and brief as a gust of wind
only passing throngh mementanly and with her, beauty nnbe-
knownst to other seasons the trees letting go n_f thetr weight
affering gorgeous visnbility of scarlet, xanthous, and fifan.

Children come out fo revel and bask in her causatum bundled
up ever 5o shight so the brisk air wall not bite love and
laughter all arennd, never a frown boundless goodies

and treats te share lving happily withouf a care
gwving us all the joy she can before she must depari.

So cherish her while she 15 here she will not tarry long
admire the dnine days she provides with the foliage so
kalaidoscopic and the larder almosi too good to eat the short
season af days with immeasnrable bliss.

By: Paighton Robison
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Geting sick1sn't
convenlent. We are.

How many times have you gotten sick or hurt before the doctor's office 15 open or after
the doctor's office 15 closed? Now you can walk in and get the help you need sooner —
even lab and radiology services. Mission My Care Now Blue Ridge 1s availabile Monday
through Friday from 7 AM to 7 PM, Saturdays from 9 AM to 4 PM and Sundays from
1 PM to 5 PM with no appointment necessary. Plus, with an integrated electronic medical
record across Mission Health physician practices, your health mformation 1s collected
amd available in one place so your providers can access your care updates. Why wait?

(828) 213-4444 -
L8ZA)T66-8355 ¢ MISSION

missionmycarenow.org o
Welcoming patients three MY CARE NO b‘ '
meonths of age and older BLILUE RIDGE
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Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES Barkemont Baptist (%) EVENTS Hospice of Mitchell (6, 35) REHABILITATION/NURSING
Jonathan's Used Appliances (13)  Burnsville Teh day Adventist () Crozsnore School (44) Hospice of Rutherfordion (12)  Brian Cemter (§)
Faith Fellowship (4) Freedom Life (1631) Hospice of Tancey (15)
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers First Advent Christian (4) RESTRURANTS
Buchanaa Young (37) First Bapdist Spruce Pine (5) FARN SUPPLIES HOUSING Abeles Resturant (23}
Joha Greene Chrysler (%) Grassy Creek Baptist (4) Griffth's Geseral Store (13) Clayton (20) Bastam Chef (%)
Mike Brewn (11) Great Hope Tth day Adventist (5) Bubba’s Geod Eats (24)
Horizen (4) FURNITURE IKSURANCE s (9
AUTOMOBILES - Tires Morganion Seventh day Adventist (5)  Buck Stove (10) Eben Insurance (11} Western Sizzhn (3)
Phil's Tire (12) Pine Branch Baptist (5) LER Furmitare (36) Fortner Insurance (18)
Spruce Pine Tire (30) Peasant Grove Church of Pesgles Farniture (35) Miller Insuramce Group [41) RETAIL
AUTOMOBILES - Service Plameree Preshyterian (4) Nagion Wide / Trent (47)
Joha's Rutometive (40) Noaa M. Misiomary (5) GUTTERS Presmier Insurance (34) RETIREMENT
Spruce Pine United Methodist (4)  Energy Saverms (B) Mars Hill hetirement (45)
BEAUTY SALOW 5t Llucan Cathelic (5) MULCH
Rumsers Salon (3) The Bridge (4) HAEITAT McClure Construction {17) TRANSPORTATION
West Burnaville Baptist (3) Tancey/Mitchell Habitat (31) Mitchell Ca. Transit (14)
BOOK STORE PR SHOP Yascey Lo, Transit (39)
Cruz Chiropractic (40) Bakersville Commanity Chnic (26) TREE SERVICE
BUILOMG SUPPLIES Carolina Home Care (25) PHARMACY Ray's Tree Service (43)
Summit Budlding Supples (40 COLLEGE Wission Realth (1, 2) The Prescripion Pad (18)
Mayland Cabege ) Pret Heskth Care 21)
CHURCHES MeDowell Tech College (17) PLUMBING/HEATING
Ntsass Baptt (1) HEAKING ADES Busen Pumbing Heang (1)
Bakerrville United Methodist (5) CPA Mirade Ear (11)
Banmer Elk United Methodist (4)  Jamie Miller {B) REALTORS
Bear Creek Baptist (4) HOSPICE Whitsen Realty (10)
Berry Chapel Baptist (4) RENTIST CarePartners Bospice & Palliative
Sestt Murphy (19) Care/MeDowell. {43)
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Church Directory
~ Altapass Baptist |
Gt Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
831 Alnpasa oy Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
P 48 Church Road 207 Finabridge Avenua 280 Chapal 51
|aapassbaptivichurch@ecvn.com| Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 26777 el
; ' . F'I'HI'II \828) 765-8101 WC’I‘I‘HC.GI’Q woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Benfield www.pinebranchbapfist.net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
v A Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Service 10:30AM :
Worship -11:00am Fotrms by Sunday School 9:45 AM
y ¥ Warship Sarvica 11:00 AM
(onductors for Christ ages &11) wsmh 1;:45-.-11 6:00AM-2:00FM Ministry - 5:30 FM
(Twan Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening = 6:30pm Our passinn ia in halp connact the Bady of e iy E s g
Wetdnasday - T-00pm 2 F w&m?mh“m Servica T:00 PM
*A Ehrist-Canterod, Bible-belleving Felowship fravesfurm our community, sizte Whare E i
Bitss Bafiwving Church™ Loving God and Loving People nation and wori! (See Jubhn 17:21) At Jeaae Creist is Lol |
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
Methodist Church e o Seventh day Pt iie Brothron
14000 Hioy, 236 Soufh M e Adventist Church
Spruce Pine. NC 28777 Eu?r.uhn;! 2187 Jamestown Road ﬁl‘m;mh%m
R WA EscomoTganion.ong Morganton, NG '
wnﬁmﬂmm Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B2B-TEE-T446 Associate Pastor Javier e . kR
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
B St At Sunday Sohool 10:00 AM. Bilbia Bndy - 930 con Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wed: Youth Meal 5:30Fh - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Waorship - 11:00 am
Chalr Wednaatay - T-00pm Mﬂtﬂwwﬂ'!ﬂn ‘Vegetarian Buffet affer church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Hg{'i“ Qhﬁh Brany CIosk Bayies Banner Elk Bakersville United
ko NG 783 Ol NG 226 Hwy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
! Spruoe Pine, NC 456 Collage Dr. 1198 8. Mitchell Avenus
8284371212 B28-7854620 Barner Bk, NC Bakersville, NC 28705
m.wmﬂ
Pastors: Senior Pastor {328) BE3-6540 B28-765-8015
Timathy Forne & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
5 Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am Rav. Gans Lanier
nday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 3:40 am
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| A Open Stap Meeting - Mon, 7 pm Marning Worship 10:00 AM
L o HWMIF T-D0pm wwm-ﬂh}m
i Through Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! meay know Christ" Engish Ciasses - Tuss, & Thas, 6 - 9 "Come grow with us”
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Gl Baptist Church Baptist Church SB Baptist Church
Plamiros, NC 20664 E?MTHM 222 Wes! Burnsvills Church Rd, 4668 Burkemont Rd.
www.plumirescharch.som mwz . cmn: : Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
e (B28)-662-3900 . 284372387
R o Reverend Bruce Cannon “';:m vh"'rt"m' N
Sy Echoul 5045 om Sunday School: 8245 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
PR e Homing Servie: 1030 a.m.
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Senvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Homirgy Sewrutcais S iy o e oy, B30 o E'h'!l*iﬂ Mp B:45 PM mﬂm Servica E:Erﬂp.m = )
Sy S0 Vommchd o s, Bt | cheint o Wadnesday Worship 7230 PM Chereh visior: To BRSom passotm 9.' 5 ndj Emunlp
et ppeinted you b g el b ul—trd hat lelowars and werants of Juss Crist 45am - Sunday
‘il i Thon e Fathrwil givs yourmhatover you “For God so loved the world, he ‘s minisbaring o the spirfieat and 11:00am - Warship
b sy, gave his only Son.." VUSRS of oo Chvarelh ! L B:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summi Siroel Spnice Pine, NG 28777 2007d US Hwy 70 E {B28}- 6758284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mmw-muﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gillesp
FﬂnﬁP;ﬂﬂ“ad 1:00- mup 5/5% and 1190 am SaEs B 1000w Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabbath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ"ﬁﬁl
Knowing God, Sesing God, Senving e Prodl: 7:00pm rol hﬂrnﬁi!tzllhmm'
God, Submitting fo Goal MMM ot/ Pasim 37:23
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. Thiz vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at this hﬂp artant outreach F‘ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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Billy Graham Evangelical Association

Hate
By Franklin Graham

I recently had the privilege to pray for our nation and its
leaders at a gathenns led by President Dionald Tmsmap.

I asked for God's help and wisdom for cor president and
Vice President Mike Pence, slong with our congressmen as
they attempt to belp steer our troubled couniry through some
very nobulent tmes.

America has faunted its sexeal immorality to dee world
We've neglected mamy of the poor and suffering and are goilty
of mach injnstice, pride and self-mdulzence We ame broksn
spiritnally, adrift morally and dlﬁzhdpuhhna]l}mdma]ly—fuﬂmmgm:hma
direction the hanknpt cultore sesms to drivens,

Sadly, the voices of lute heve provm mereasmesty lowd snd insobting and it was my
prayes then, and now that God would sikence these voices like bhe shut the moaths of the
hions whem Diamiel was hrled inbo te den.

While these hatefil voices have been raised on bodt sides of the political sicle we
ot realize thet nltimately, what i manspinng mour nation is a0 oeasing hatred of
God, His Word and His ways.

Az we leam to love nehiecusness and hate sin, we must ever, ever, iom o hating
our fellow man.

In oy lifetime. I have never seen such blatant and incessant anmosity foward Christ
and His followers. We should nod be sumprised bacanse the Scriptare tells ns that if they
hated the Lord Jesus Christ, they surely wonld despise those who worship and serve
Him

I think of des recent maling from te Sth 1.5, Ciwowit Court of Appeals i the case of
Bremetton, Wash | high school foothall coach Joe Keanedy. For eight years, Coach
Eennedy took a knee and prayed silently afier games, But im 2015, he was suspendad
by the school district when he refiased to discontivme kis pravers, and his coniract was
not renewed.

The federsl appeals court said in their sppaling niling: “When Kennedy kneeled
and prayed oo the 50-yvard line immediately afier zames, while m view of students and
parenis, be spoke a3 3 public employes .. and his speech, therefore was constibnbon-
ally nprotected ™

Can youn believe 117 4 coach, public or parochial 1= not allowed to sooply bowr and
silenthy pray becanse it pught offend someone? Mot only that, but in the eyes of te
ciodrt this violates the First Amendment which is supposed to gusrantes and protect
o redigions Feadom! As First Liberty Instmte. which defended Coach Kennedy, said:
“[This] is simply wrone. It is not American and it 15 not the Americs contemplased by
our Clonstitation

So, let’s be clear Whils believers shonld never raise voices of hate agamst amyoae,
the real object of hate in our nation {that has been 5o blessed by God) = nome other
them God Hirpself What has been historically called good and rghteows is now called
evil, and what was evil is now called good. The Bible says, "Toe fo those whe call @il
Eood, and good avil, wiho put darkmess for ek and Rgh for darkess ™ (Tsaiah 520

In wiat I can only describe as unbelievable, the Southern Poverty Law Center in
Montpomery, Ala s labeled 8 momber of Chrestisn orgamizations—snch a5 the Fam-
ily Besearch Conncil led by oy friend Tomy Peding, and T Tames Eenmedy Bfinis-
tries—hiate organizations simply because they hold fo the teachings of the Bible on key
sofial izsnes like same-cer marmiaze. Bowerfial contribaters to the SPLC include Apple
President Tim Ciook and financial semvices giant T B Morgan The leftist-progessive
mediz frequently reference the SPLC in their repoing.

The anly things I believe the Bible says we should hate are the very things God
hates:

“Thare are six things that the Lovd hates, saven that are an abomiugiion fo kim.
haughiy aves, a hing rongue, and hands St shed mnocenr blood, @ Reart that devines
wicked plans, fear thar make hasie fo mm to evil, 3 falss wimess who breathes our lies,
and one who sows discord among brothers™ (Promerbes §:16-197,

"dBhar what i @l; kold fast o what = good ™ (Fiomans 12007,

"The fear qf the Lord is hatred gf evil. Pride and arrogance mnd the way of evil and
perverted speech I hete” (Proverbs B:13)

"The Lond sestz the Figireous, bur his sowf hates the wicked and the one who loves
vigigncg " (Pealm 11:5).

"0 yon who love the Lond, hate 3! (Psalm 97:10).

Hirwever, 25 we leam to love dghieonsmess and hate sin, we must never, ever, fom to
hating cur fellowy man. “Whoever hates ez Brodher (2 o the dariness . and does not
froow where e s gamg ™ (1 Jobn 2:11); “Evervone who hates fus Srother i3 a mur-
derer” (1 Joln 3:15).

S, while the world rarchers up its contempt and cruelty, especially toward disciples
of the Lord Jesns Christ, we are called not fo refum evil for evil, or insult for insudt {1
Bater 3:00. Instead we are to Love our enervies and pray for these who lnmch attacks
amainct s,

Tesus said “drd this ix the fudement: fhe Hei has come indo the world, and peopls
Lonved the davimess rather tha the ekt because their words wene avil For averpong
wihg does wicked things hates the Iight and doe not come fo the fight, lest ks warls
zshould be exposed ™ (John 3:19-20).

W need to pray for thoss who hate the Gospel, those who hate the Mame of Jesus,
those who hate His followers—that they will come out of their self~mposed darkness
and mito the Hght of God's forgiveness through faith and repentance in Christ, who gave

The love of Jesns is the supreme antidote agamst the hate of our cobhure It is the love
thest saved s froon oo imiquities amd will save whomever will call on His Mame

Scriprurs quotations are telen from the Holy Bible, Bnglich Standard Version

Raverend Framkiin Grakam iz President and CEQ of the Billy Graham Evan-
pelistic Associaton and af Samaritan & Purse. an internafional Christian religl

D@D?I“’Eﬂﬂﬂ

www.mayland.edu
828.766.1234

From blacksmithing classes

to 3D printing, and more

in between, MCC offers:
+ Associate Degrees,

Gertificates & Diplomas
Transfer options
Continuing Education
classes

Workforce Development
classcs

Small Business Center
classes

Locations in Burnsville,

Spruce Pine, & Newland

MNow open: Bare Dark Sky

Observatory

Excellence. Oppartunity

|
|

We want to wish

ou a
Blessed frimisgmngl

&'

South Hwy 226
Spruce Pine, NC

Weslerm-s12z1n . com
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L Hospice Choices
Brent Price, Outreach Programs Coordinator
Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

Crhver the past few years several new hospice providers have be-
gun to serve our area. Many of these agencies are not rooted 1 ouwr
and simply tell patients, “We are Hospice.” You and your families
hveanghtbj'liwh dlmmmmhnmﬂm:h{ud

commumnity for twenty-five years. We continue to operate as a
Patients and famnhes always come first.

Throughout Mitchell, Avery and Yancey counfies our murses, cer-
tified nursing assistants, social workers and chaplains are assigned
to each mdividual patient. Nursing services are provided round-the-
clock. Volmtesrs are available to allow care-givers time to rest or
nm ervands and to provide patients with compamonship.

Chur team 15 a tightly knit group of persons who have answered a
call to serve m a feld that requires considerable strength prace and
abowe all, farth. Our low staff tom-over rate reflects our belef that
those who serve our commumity are mmiquely called to perform the
work God has placed m their hearts.

Through the care we have provided fo several generafions our
prommse has proven to be true and faithfol. K 15 our desire to confin-
ue providing the lnghest quality of care to you and yvour loved ones
for many years to comse.

If yvou wonld like for us to care for your loved one, ask forus

by name—- Hospice and Palhative Care of the Bloe Ridge. We are
proud to serve each and every person who enfrosts us with provad-
mg the highest quality of care possible.

/f\ Hospice and Palliative
= A Care of the (PRlue Ridge. ne.

\'./ Formerly Hospice of IMitchell

L,

L

'l

Brett Loftis to Teach Advocacy Workshop

By Suszan Larson
Mirchell County

Leaders in area nonprofit organizations are often callad
on to advecate on behalf of their organization, whether fo
the eleried officizls and the adminisoators who make the
policies that affect their chients or to potential fimders. Brett
Luflji{:E[)ufThECmsmumEcthmdahighl}'mc-
] WONFRIFIT  cessfol advocate on issues affecting children, will
H‘th be the presenter for 3 WHHC Neoprofit Padrwrays
H I] Iunch-and-learn workshop “Efective Advocacy”
on Tuesday, Movember 14, from 11:00 am_ to 2:00
pm. at the ARC upstairs of the TRAC Gallery at 2628 Oak Avenne in Spruce Pine.
The cost is 520 for the first reistrant from an organizanon and 515 each for up to
three more from the same crganization. Lunch is inclnded in the fee.
Participants will leam how to make an impact on the public policies that affect
the people their noaprofits serve. Using examples foom participants, Lofiis will
distinguish betaeen legislative and sdministrative advocacy. Monprofit leaders
will leave the workshop with the knowledze to crafi their oam public policy, the
confidence to use their own voice o implement it, and the assurance that they will
ot be jeopardizmg their nonprofit status when they do.
Brett Loftis, J.D., is the CEOQ of The Crossmore
School and previoushy was the ED of Charlotte’s
Ciouncil for Children’s Rights. He has spent over two
dacades mmgd:til.thmmn.aed. EIII],"].'Eh!EEHIEEI’

served as a voluntesr Guardian ad Litem mdwurked
as 3 youth minister. Afier graduating from law school,
he bacame 3 child advocate atomey and nonprofit
executive. He was Executive Director of Charlotte’s
Comneil for Children’s Rights bafore joining The
Crossnore School in 20013

His workshop on advocacy is intended for nonprofit
organizations of aoy size and is struciured both for

{ 2
Braft Lafts, JI.
individual artendees and for feams fom the same nonprofit.  For a link to register
for the workshop, please send an email to sjanelarson@zmail com or call Susan
Larzon at B28-T65-2652.

Susan Larson coordingtes prograes of FNC Nonprgfit Patingys i dvery, Mitch-
@il and Fancay eowsities. She Ives m Mitchell Coundy with her Fusband, retired

Do you have a joint replacement surgery
scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce
Pine invites you to reserve a room with
us ahead of time. Call us a week before
surgery to tour the building, meet our
therapy staff and see where you will
staying. Its our goal to provide a smooth
transition from the hospital to our build-

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House
* Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

ing and get you back home as quickly
as possible. Contact Karen Mcdowell
@ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer @
(828)284-8362 to make your appoint-
ment today.

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
5 Star Medicare Facility

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312

Fax: (828) 765-7295

* Occupational Therapy In-House

* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour
| 7 Days a Week

* Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

* Call us for Reservation Program

Call to Schedule a Tour
or Stop By Today!

wwrw bicnews.com
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Christian Action League of NC

Lessons About Abortion From

Abraham's Test Of Faith
By Rev. Mark H. Creech

Cremyesis chaprer 22 is one of the greatest chapiers in
the entire Bible. It records the supreme test of Abraham’s
faith. God called upon his servant to sacrifice whet was
dearest to his heart — hiz own beloved zon Isaac The
circwmstances seprmad to shetter all of Abraham's hopes
for the fismre.

Atheists and skeptics have commonly refemmed to this
hibdical accoumt a5 proof that the (od of Scripiure is moastous, cniel, and imomorsl.
"What kind of God would require a father to slanghter his oamn son?" they acousingly
ask.

It pmast ke remembered that Abraham wouald heave been farmilisr with buman sacri-
fice. In his dayy, it was practiced by the godless people that lived arcmnd him and so
the conmmend in ifself woulde't have been 3 resl shock to him

With respect to the Divine aspect of the command  God may chopse 10 accom-
mindate the morsl and spiritua] standards of 3 certain dispensation withont endorsing
them tnat instead uwse it to demonstrate his own will. God knew the end from the very
start, and it was never his infention that Isaac should scoeslty be saoificed What God
really desired from Abraharn was his imaplicit st Morsover, God used A brabemn's
mﬂasamamufmﬂﬂmnahnghmmfﬁmmenthergndinﬂhewmﬁmmhﬂm
to buman sacrifice. :

WH. Griffith Thomas i lis
commentary on Genesis 22 fghily
cootends, "By this action God bare
unmistakable testimony 1o the
error of the hesthen as to lnman
sacrifices, and it is a smking fact
that fromm this fime forward the
Tews never adopted the practice
of hman sacrifices wntil they had
sunk 1o the level of the haathen
arpund themn "

The BEible records Tsraal’s sad
descent into the practice of child- -
sACrifice. Euthenmnaufhinhth,thegndufﬂnﬁmmmﬂs an idol made of bronze
that putstretched his hested red-hot arms, the Israslites placed their children 1o die an
unspeakable death.

The book of I Kings says even King Solomon was drawn away from God and
into the idol worship of other nations, which inchyded child-sacnifice. According fo 2
Eings, Israel's wicked Fimz Manasseh offered his son 2= a sacrifice. The prophet Jer-
entizh noted that the evil of omsm sacrifice was one of the reasons the Lord punished
the Tsraelites by sending them into Babylonian captivity.

Of course, one might he sempted to believe enlishtensd modem nations like our
oam are far above such strocities, but that assessment wonld be termibly wrong. In
America alone, approcimately 60 million children have been offered to the idols of
comvenence, innmorality, the sapremacy of self, a person’s so-called mght to pr-
vacy, women's equality, etc. These litfle hahies were ripped and dismembered by the
ahartonist's knife with only today's scientific expertise distinguishing them from the
blsdes of the Canaanites. te Ammonites, the Moahites, the Artecs, the Incas, and the
Dinaids of Europs,

We enthrall curselves as having moved foreard, when in fact, we have repressed
to the very conduct God condenmed millennia ago and which also precipitased his
judzment.

Bt I sugpest there is still ome other lazzon to be seen in the testing of Abraham's
faith. Like Abrahar God desires our noreserved trust when we find ourselves m
seeninely Impossible simations — confising simations where everything looks
mcredibly bleak with no good outcoane likely — stmations that mey require the loss of
some prived possession, promise, of possibility. It is in such momenss God is closest
to us and able to perfectly provide.

The text i Genesis indicates Abrabham's faith didn't falter even when i prepara-
tion fo obey God's command his son asked him, "Father, T see the fire and the wood:
Tat where is the lamib for the ot offering ™ Abraham replied, "My son, God will
provide." Indeed God did provide by staying Abraham's hand from sacrificms Issac
and produring a ram canght in 3 thicket by the homs.

5o the Bible says Abraham named the place where the sacifice was fo oconr,
Jehoesh-Tireh which means "The Lord will provide "

I think &t's sigmificant that some of the most comomon reasons given for 3 woman to
have an abortion — some of the most commen talking peints in Bver of the idolatmons
practice of contemporary child-sacrifice — are that the woman can't afford to fake
care of the child, or she i=n't in the position mentally, phy=ically, and emoonally fo
provide for it.

A few years ago, I was talking with a moubled young woman who mentioned some
of these factors in weighing whether she would kave an abortion. Urging bet not to
follow through with the procedurs, T said "What God wants Som vou now &5 faith
Dhon't let your trast in him waver. Vou mwst know that He is more than able o supply
every need for both vou and your anbem child. God will never order what he can't

ay for"

. %ﬂrtm&r&l};ﬁn:pmngﬁmﬁﬂﬂdm that covmsel and today she and her son
are doing quite well.

There are monercus alematives 1o shortion available and sometines the ones saz-
gested may not seem to fit. Wevertheless, there &= always God who is more than ready
o reward those that diligenthy seek him (Hebrews 11:6).

Jolm E. Zoller has besutifially written, "All God's testimes have a purpose’Somedsy
vou will see the light/A1 he asks is that you trost Him Walk by faith snd not by sight!
Do not fear when doubts beset youwTost remember be is nearHe will never, never

leswe yowHe will abarays, always hear"

Reverand D Mark Creech iz Executive Director gf the NC Christion Action
League. Tou may contact him ai revmarkcreech|@chriztianacfionieqgue. org or
RI0-FET-0604

urleson
Plumbingg Heafing

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!

828-765-4042 Qi)
burlesonphmbing. com

SALES EVENT

L. HITY Sl = IT

—e——

| L . Lﬁﬂ

Tourirg
Biind Spot and Cross Path Deteclion,
Parksense, Alaminam Wheels 5.4°, Touch-
screen Dispiay, Power Siiding Doos

NEW 2017 Ram 1500 Guwad Cab
x4

5.7 Lifer HEMI engine, B spead Automalic

Spart 4X4

Posver Winooras, Power Locis, Cnise,
AMC, 3 Plece Hard Top, Aluminum Wheels,

Conneciivily Group, Sidesteps

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC

|-40 Exit 100 » 910 Jamestown Rd. » Morganton, NC 28655
www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337

www brenews. com
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HighCountry Prison Minstry
Dﬂ'l"v.:lu Hear What | Hear? ;

By Jody Griffin
Mitchell and Avery Counties

For ye shall go out with oy, and be led forsh with
peace; the mowstains and the kills shall break forth be-
Jore you info singing, and all the frees qf the fleld shall
clap their kands. (Isaiah 55:12, KTV)

the area &s remnants of a laricane made their way
north. Then almost snddenly, the colors of Fall burst
on the scene. And oh the besuty w behold! Mo wonder
people travel from far away to come o the little corner of creation that we call
bhome. Who can look around at such a gloriows sight and not be filled with aae?

I often contemplate the construction of two, ves two Correctional Instimfions in
such close prociniity o one apother. And to think they wonld build them “smack
dab™ in the middle of this moest beantiful setting! Then one day as T drowe it
oconrred to me that this is the ideal placement! Afier all, whete else could a man
whao has found himself in prison, be sble to have an up close, paporamic view of
the Mighty Hamd of God?

I hear it a lot. Statements like, “T balisve the Lord wanted me here, Chaplam.
God definitely has piy atention™ And “T didn't want to come fo this camp. . But
look around Chap! God is showing off aroumd hete and telling me that T ain't
alone here. The Lord is with me!™

Maybe I'm sull new o the region, but many times I wonder if these who have
been here all of their lives can still see the images of God's Hand at work reveal-

Bright colors and waried
shapes of leaves flutter in the
. breeze mnd dance to some
Divine choreography. So{ME)
people gramble at the soon
to be avalanche of leaves
descending on their lawns.
Bat for today, for the moment,
eyes and heams are drawn o
the display.

Then an Epiphany! Tath
becomes crvstal clear as the
words of Holy Scripture lesp
from the pages of God’s Word!
That sound vou hear isn’t
simply leaves msiling in the
wind...what yon bear is the
applause of Creation at the
Works of the Creatar!

Last month we asked the
gquestion, “Tha you see what
I zee™ This month T wonder,
“Dio you hear what T hear™ There is a concert of praise all aronnd we. It is foumnd
with the sound of clapping and the voices of poyfnl worship!

High Country Prison Mmistry serves a5 the sponsor for the Convmmity Fundsd
Chaplain at Avery Mitchell Cormrectional We rely on the generosity of individnals
and chuoches to keep the melodies of God heard by those contained within these
walls. Will you help us share the Glory found in the praises to the Logd?

Jody Griffin is paztor af Central Bapsizt Church i Spruce Pine and Commmily
Funded Chaplin at dvery-Mitchell Correctional Institution.

* []

Jaminh[i]lenﬂl‘%-

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road 2301 Rutherford o
Spruce Pine, NG 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phone: 828.765.4400 phaone; 828,652 6777
fax: 828.765.4880 fax: 828,652 6755

By Barhara Harrell

This month I would hike to share with you a most touching
communication I received from 3 family who have been visit-
ingz in the TS for 2 vear, We are so quick to judze even oar
citizens, but even more 50 of people who are different from ns.
I find that T am more and more focnsed oo prayer for the unity
of the body of Christ. I fhink that means all Christians who
balieve Jesus came from God, was crucified, and rese from the
dead to bring salvation to 4 lost world.

I wanted to leawe this article i its orizinal writing, just as it is. Listen with 2
loving heart.

I amn a miother of a four year old girl who sings in different churches bere in
Morth Caroling and in some states here in 175,
If possible, I wanf her to be publish in your
newspaper to tell everyone thank you so mnch
for their wam welcome. My family and I are
first time to be in the US. We thanked and praise
Zod for what He has done for us. My daughter
came in T75 at the age of 3 v.o . She celsbrated
ber birthday here in US last May 3. 5he laft our
| comntry when she was 3, now she is refurning
atthe ape of 4. She never fear singing for the
Lord 5She sings these § songs all at the same time
whenever we zo to churches sfier churches. She
sings: "Tesus loves me, Fead vour Bible, Jesus
lowes the litfle children This little light of mine
. I will make you fishers of men and I zot 3 joy

. jor down in my heart". She loves quoting this
verse "1 Johm 1:8" before singing To God be
All the Glory! I am writing to tell everyone howr
thankful we are and we are bless by your people
bere in America. We will always remember
everyone in our prayers and hearis. My deuph-
ter's name is Boche Toan Hunt Rodripo Galvez,
bt everyone calls her BT, She sings in charches,
baptism oursing bome and whenever there's a
chance, she will sing no mater what place or
fime, she loves telling people that she loves Jesus
and Fesus is in her heart At her young age, she
hbless many people incloding us, her parents. We
praise God for her.

We will be leaving thiz Sanrday and we don't
know if we were sble to wisit TS again. My
parents (Jun and Joan Fodrigo) live here and they
in U5,

Proverbs 22:6 ETWV
Jirain up a child in
the way ke should go:
amd whan Re i1 old,
he will not depari
o it

Grod Bless,

Mrs. Dieanne Galvez

This precious fam-
ily is now in the Phil-
ippimes. Commit to
pray with me for this
family as they share
the Word of God!

Barbara Harrell, loving mother, srandmother and grear-grandmaother. Part ownar
Blue Ridge Christian Naws.

Need Gutters?
Call Energy Savers Now!

’,,{' ——
(ES/FENEHEY
SAVERS
EXTERIORS

2601 Hwy 19, Suite 3 » Spruce Pine, NC » §25-467-0059
wayne.energysavers@gmail.com

828-467-9959
Wayne Peight
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Life Lessons

Sharing the Love
By Doug Harrsll

The Bible is full of scriphures abont love, sharing,
and caring for each other. According fo Jesus, the first
great comumandment is to love the Lord our God with all
our hesrt, soul and might and the second is to love vour
neighbor as yvourself. “Jesus said umdo kam, Thou shait
Iove the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all fy
soul, and with all ty mind. This is the first and great
commandment. dnd the second i like unto 17, Thou thalt
Lowe thy merglbor ar fpcelfl On thee two commrandments hang all the law and
the prophets. " Matthew X2 3740 KTV

Where do we really start with love in our lives? Probably the fitst real expen-
ence we have is with 8 mother’s lowe for us 25 a child Iknow that there are sita-
tioms where this is not ue and that must be one of the grestest Tagedies in life for
& child to not experience this love from the beginning I know in many orphan-
apes aronnd the world this takes place and it mars the child for life. It is kind of
like a baby calf thar does not get to suck the mama cow when it is first borm and
o get the colosomum milk that is sp critical to health of the newbom calf. Most
calves just will ot make it without this and if they do they are wnally stunted in
growth their entire lives. I know of examples where people have adopted children
that were orphaned st hirth and the majority of the time there are critical problems
to be faced with those children Later on no matter howr much love is poured into
their lives at @ later tme.

When we are adults and start a family are we aware of how critical it is that
this love be shown and the ways we shonld show it? Sometimes T look around
and wonder if we really do nnderstand the roll of parent as God planned it MNone
of us are perfect, bt it is crifical that we constantly work on the love. The first
and most important love in our lives needs to be for the Lord Jesns Christ, our
loving Savior, for without this life is nothing at all. The next great love for a
married person should be the love for our spouse. [ know, somenmes that is not
easy either. I don't think that any mamed couple can tmby live a life together
without at beast feeling miffed with the other at some point in the relationship.
From 2 child's viewpoint, after the love of its parents for the child itzelf the love
of the parent for each other is of vital impontance. Cnce the child is of the age
of understanding, they need to see and expenence the fact that mother and daddy
love each other without fail The fact that their love for each other is even stronger
than the love for the child needs to be evident. I have found that it was critical for
me to tell my wife daily bow nmach I love ber, This may sound a little crazy, bat I
think this does two things. The first is that it reaffirms to her that the love for ber
is there, and it remimds me that I should always be loving ber. There are abways
challengzes m life of all kinds and we need to remind ourselves of our vows to
each other and the Lord daily.

The love for the children is another thing altogether S0 many people oy to
teach that we are to be our children’s best friend and not burt their litile fealings
and epo’s. This is not scriptural st 21l we are to love, puids snd admondish our
children  God’s word teaches us that there are results for our behavior and thers
are consequences for our bebavior. “dnd I mpselfalzo am persuaded qf you, my
brethren, that ve alzo are full gf goodness, filled with all Inowiledge, able alzo fo
admonizh ore grother ™ Fomans15:14 KTV, We are promised in Proverbs that if
we will teach a child the way he should go, in his old age be will be true to that
teachinzg. We are to be the example of love, compassion and strength to our chil-
dren. We canmot tell them ome thing and do snother.  Char talk falks but ouar walk
falks louder than our talk talks as the song says. As parents of 5, grandparents of
21 and soon to be zreat grandparent to 7, I have seen many examples of good and
some not 5o gocd, even m the worst of times, we nmst be e to the Word and
nof accept a5 correct, mcorrect behavior, bt we omst always love the child and
make sure that they know that. If we have raised them comectly, they will already
know that we are not happy with the wrong behavior, and they will also know that
our lowe is like unto that of God's lowve for us, nndying! God Bless and Happy
Thanksgiving.

Do Harrell iz a ljfe-long mesident gf Mitchell Coumty, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Baptist Church and Publisher gf the Biue
Ridge Christian Naws,
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Breakfast - Lunch

| - P -
 Deli Sandwiches
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S Soup'& Salad-
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1116 Rutherford Road = Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
. recycling for a cleaner community

é% and a greener environment, é\z—\é
Ask about our ongoing recycling program

and how you can participate in our contributions

to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |

McDowell

We serve

. SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats
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“So Much to Thank Him For”

AITS O e

N S e e e e T Tharksgiving is ooy favarite holiday. It is a time
- ’# — § t0 name who and what we are thankful for, Being
themkfinl iz 8 Biblical idea When we are thankfil we
Ve Broben “fhal ﬁa‘d Heawlrs S B b s
Thanking God is something that should begin our
prayer and end our prayer each day. In this article I
HOMES = FARMS would like to use the acrostic THANES, to name 3
LAKEFRONT » LOTS e
ITACREAGE = COMMERCIAL Truih of God's word. We can rest assured that God's word is mae and living. Iris
God’s standard and gives us pracical guidelines fo live our lives by, It tells the story
of Jesus and God's grace. It gives hope to the hopaless and zrace fo all who ead it It
is 8 lamp to our feet, and a Hght o ouwr path. We shonlkd be thankfiol for God's zusd-
ance and sirenpth.

Help from the Holy Spirt. There are things in life that are too hard for us. They
are beyomd onr ability to cope with The Holy Spint is our comnforter. He is a very
present belp in times of mouble. He ilbuwinates our path and guides us in paths of
nighteousness.

Anzwers to prayer. When we pray to (God. we are talang our cares to somepne who
cam do something about it God loves us and answers prayvers according fo His will

£ £ and His purpose. That is because He knows what is best for vs. T am thankfill He an-

EQUAL HOUSHG . swers prayers. [ am thankfinl sometimes His answer is no. T am thamkfinl His aweower
OFFGATUHITY ﬂmﬂ}"ilﬁﬁﬁ!’m

Meads that keep us Inmnbie, are sonething 1o thank God for. Soopetimes we view

@ ‘ W o own insdequacies as weakness. e view the sin that so easily besets us as faml
w We look around and see more of our needs: financial physical, or mentsl as debilisat-
iz, st these are what God wses o keep us nmible. These needs in our lves doives us
: TS '-**_-rd-"'“" &0 our kmsees and there we find strengih. The needs in our ves draw us closer o God.
South of 1-40 Wﬁ_-k-_-%._, King who is coming back  Jesus is comine back In 3 world of uncertainy and
,:a-ﬂl -3580(  fear ope thing is sure, Jesus is coming. We will live with Him forever in a world that
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. | ﬂ Tosrsfs Sk s ek |
Sabvation full and free. Salvation booght by the blood of Jemas to save ns. We can't
N o T i = R earn it. We don’t deserve it but He offers it freely to those who belisve. Whosoever
Marion, NC 28752 = . shall c=ll ipon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
D'F-'”I]f-a J wﬁ”s{”:'l E.l"{_.'l.'-fé'l' | T"I:F.:":-:lg F-‘E'ﬂ-'lfﬂf'ﬂflj-'?e l'l'"-"_:."-:i:lr We have so nmch to thank Him fior, so nmch to praise Him for, for you see He has

(828) 738-3540 B s—r——r——m

Counfy Hozpice. Tou may contact him af jacobwiihospiceafiancey.org.

{ l"".h ol

wwwr, WhilzsonBealiv.com | denniswad WhitsonRealtycom

God Bless You and Yours this Than ksgiving Season!
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Holiday Plans
By David Burleson
Burke County

A the holidays approach, the peeds n our comnuanity
increzse. Burke United Christizn Minismies (BUCAT) and
our tfeam of volunteers are in the process of making plans
o meef those neads.

Cme need we are working to meet is providing a
Thankseiving meal We need volonteers from 11 am. o
1 pm. on Thanksgiving Day to prep the meal, cook the mesl, provide support in
the dining room and clean up after the meal. Also, if anyvone would liks to donate
2 fully cooked or imcooked tarkey, plezse deliver them to BIICM bafore Movens-
ber 21. As you can see, there is a job and task for evervone. If yvou are interested
in velantesting of donating items for our annual Thanksoiving meal, plessa call
Elizabeth Morris ar (B28) 433-8075, ext. 237, Thanksgiving is a perfect day to
show how thankfinl you are fior everyithing vou have by serving others!

Drring the bolidays one group that can pet overlooked s our senior cifizens.
Annually, BUCM coordinates a Senior Santa program. Last Christmas, BUCK
zawe out over 200 Senior Santa bags. This is a ministry that supports thoese in our
Ccommnity who many imes are living alope with few famuly members fo support
them Char senior adults” smiles wamm the hearts of staff and vohmiteers alike as
they receive a bag filled with geodies. BUCK is collecting and preparing to give
out Senior Santa hags again this year Please consider donsting some of the fol-
lowving items beafore Movember 10:

= Toiletry Items (lotion, shampon, soap, &)

= Hats, Gloveas, Socks)

= Crosswards, Word Searches, Jigsaw Puzzles

= Postage Stamps

= Coffee, Tea Bags, Hot Chocolate

= Apple Sauce, Pudding, Sweet Treats

= Spacks, Crackers

= Mote Cards, Stanonary, Pens

= Tissues

= Orther [tems Seniors Might Enjoy

Everyone i= invited fo participate in the first amwemal BUCK Emalry Fim o
Fight Hunger on Saturday, Decentber 9 at @ 2 m. This imanzaral event inclodes
3 5K Bun on the Freedom High School Cross Country Trail and a one mile fun
mm for children under the age of 14 on the wack at Freedom Park. The SE will
be 2 chip-timed event and wophies will be awarded for best dmes for ages 15 to
30+, Adults and children will enjoy the safety and the bealthy competition this
race will provide and frophies will be award for best times with age breaks every
5 years.

Crur hope is that this race will capiure the mvalry between our four high schaols
and we can use this peod-pamred competition to belp our community. Supporers
of the kizh schoals plos the “party crashers™ {those with no affilistion to a Burke
County Hizgh School) can earn points for the school of their choice by numnimg,
brinzinz non-perishsble food, donating gently used clothes or making a monetary
contrbution The school with the most points will receive a waveling wophy to
display fior one year. Fegistration before Movernber 24 is §20 for adults and $10
for children 14 and younger Funners who register before Movember 24 will
recaive 3 specially designed long sleeve T-shirt. Registration afier Movember 24
will be 325 for adults and 315 for children 14 and under. T register go to the
Burke United Christian MMmistries at warw bucm net for more information. We
are very fornmate to have a3 community that cares about others and is willing to
dempnsirate that care through senvice.

The Burke United Christian Minisiries are parmerimg with the Morth Carolina
Hunters for the Hunpry and local anters to provide fresh venison to be used to
feed the impry.  Local bumters can take their deer to Phillips Meat Processing at
48 View Street in Marion, Morth Caroling for processing.  There is no expenssa to
the umter or to BUCK.. The lanter only needs to czll ahead and bring the deer
by Monday through Satarday from 8:30 am. to 2:30 pm. If yon are 3 bunter or
know a hunter, please consider helping the onzry during bunting season

Here are a some more ways to support the clients of Burke United Christian
Ministries as the holidays approach:

Happy Thankgg[umg

From fhe Mike Brown Family

For Your Convenience
ervice & Parts

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm
Saturdays 8am-2pm

828-7165-1200
mikebrownsubaru.com

2 gutfits for a child 525

Grocenies for a family for a month 5100

Baby itemns (dispers, formmala, wipes) 575

Coats for a family of 4 $100

Underwear for 3 family of four $50

Socks and shoes for a family of 4 3100

Teaf for the homeless 520

Toiletries for a2 month 5100

Towels and washcloths for 10 people 5 100

BElankets for the homelass 575

Pay Electric Bill for 2 family for one month 5150

Pay Water Bill for 2 families for one month 5100

Provide food for the Soup Eitchen for 3 week $300

Supply 500 Ibs. of food 5200

Viohmteer § hours of your time once amonth FREE

Without the support of our suppomers, volunteers and sustaining charches,
the mymistry of BUCK conld not exist. This group of dedicared and conomitred
seTvants consistently meet the needs of these in our community who need a hand
up. They truly mnderstand the words of the writer of Hebrews when he wrota:
"Dl not neglect fo do good and fo share what you have, for such sacrjfices arg
pleasing to God. ™ (Hebrews 13:16)

Plpazs don't hesitate to share any idea or ask amy question vou might have con-
ceming the minisoy of
BUCH. Feal free o
email me at bucmdi-
rectora gmal com or
call at (B28) 433-8075. |
I'would also encourage
YOU fD participaie m
one of our Brunch and
Tonars which are held
the third Friday of each
month at 102 m.

Themk youn for vour
prayers for our minis-
iry and clients!

Dnad Burleson iz Director qf Burke Uhnited Christian Minisories

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Medicare: Oct. 15- Dec. 7
ACA Individual Plans: Nov. 1 - Dec. 15

WWe Do The Work So
You Can Be At Ease!

Amy Ellis

@ Marsha Letterman
REhonda Robinson

EbenConce pts Benefit Consultants

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

(828) 765-3499
(B66) 514-3236 fax

alefis@ebenconcepts.com
138 Hluhland Ave.

=R

Specmf:zmg in Medicare and A{}i Enm liment Plans
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Christmas Pageant

By Wanda Harding
Tancay Cowunty

Begzin your Chrisfmas season with your eyves on the reason for the season!
"Jesns, King of Kings " the 17th Annwal West Bumsville Baptist Church Christ-
mas Pageant will be presented this year begmming Tharsday, Movember 30 at 7
Phi. Performances confinne December 1 and 2 at 7 P and Sunday, Decembser
3 ar 3 PM. The pageant includes favorte Chrisonas carels and the story of Jesus
presented m drama and music. Don't miss this oppornmity o be reminded of what
happened when Jesus came to earth a= a man! Beservanions for groups of six or
more may be made by callmg the church office at E28-682-3900. Admizsion is
free!

West Burnsville Baptist Church
is located one mile west of the Burnsville

town ﬁnare just off TS 19FE
on West Burn Church Eoad.

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043

www.hospiceofrutherford.org
828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE
SN

Rutherford

The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford County, North Carolina,

strives 10 provide state-of-the-art,

compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting. From 18 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clack care, to
elegant living areas for visits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a "home away from home',

Thamks fior joining me for another poblicstion of “The
Blue Ridze Christan Mews" and ovy article “The Inspining
Word™.

Crver the past couple of monts our world has esperni-
enced memendous prief and beartache. Manmral disasters,
viobence smd terrorism heve mfticted 3 great deal of pain
and suffermz on our fiends, family and neizhbors. Thet is only part of what is on oy
heart this reomeh. Viow sse; as a bi-vocational pastor working 8 foll-time job with the
NIC prisom system I spend mast every day i the presence of men and women on both
sides of the prison bars. Then, there is my work 25 3 pasion. [ meet countless people
every week throngh minsstry and connsaling. They all kave concems, guestions, even
fears and they all are locking for answers. We can say, I believe mathfolly, we all fmd
ourselves searching for HOPE!

Bepinming this month I want to berin a series of artcles written to brning HOPE
to the readers. Maybe yon find yourself struggling with dmg or alcohol addiction ar
abuse, maybe it's sevqal inmoraliny, anger, prejudice or loneliness. Each one of us
from time to tme find ourselves searching for HOPE. These examples are only a few
and do not scratch the sorface of our strugsles.

This month I want to address one of if not Amernica’s bizgest smaggles: onr lack
of spiritual HOPE. We Live in 3 day where we are told e only acceptahle spirimal
Jonrmey is omes witich coexists with all oters. Fegardless of where yon place your faith
its fine and comedt if it deesn't offend anyone else. That may koeok zood on paper and
for 3 moment give 3 warm fozzy feeling, but it doesn't provide any bope! For you and
e to heve spiriies] bope we must have an absolnte suthority mour life. To say there
is nothing absohite 1= an gbsohute! Where is hops found within sm ghsohrte that i= nodh-
inz? We reguire sn anthority of HOPE! This hope exdsts, please read oo

Ddamy people today Enow about Jesus, maybe they have been raised in charch and
followed in the fooisteps of their parents, grandparents and other Tole models. Maybe
they have memaorized their Bible. Maybe they give to conntless chanities. Yet, they
they have never entered info A personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Please nnder-
stand Chrstisnity is not 3 membership, it's 8 relationship which lesds o a fellowship.
This relationship with Jesns Christ is the spirims] hope deat is needed in America. We
need less social media and more personsl fellowship; first, with Jesas Christ 25 our
Lord and Savior, then with fellow bom agzin believers i the body of Christ. Withowt
A gennine relationship with Christ we find curselves vulnersble o subtle yet power-
fial artacks from Satan. If yoo find vourself smirtking right nowr, 1 wonld like to make
8 bold and sincere statement. You are immomal, you bave a sonl and you will move
fromm this life to an etermnsl existence. There are only two options, eemal hfe (beaven)
or etemal death (hell), where there will be no end to the suffering. We cannot make a
decision 10 tum over 3 new leaf, we can’t say I'm going 1o be a beter person and have
spirimal hope. We nnst submit fo Fesus. Jesus said in Jobm 3:16-17 “Jobn 3:16-17 Far
rod 5o loved the world, thar ke genie his onfy begotien Son, that whosoever balieveth
i him showld not perich, bre have everlnsting Iffe. (17) For God et not his Som
o the worid o condemn the world: but thar the world through hive might be saved. ™
Why did Jesus come to save and not condemn” Yes, verse 16 anphasizes love but
there iz a nmch deeper trut here. We were already condemned because of sin! The
aposile Paul tells ns n Romans 518 “Terglre a: by the gffernce of one jfudemend
came upon ail men fo condemmanion. v so By the righteowusness of one the free 21t
came upan ail men whie jusificaton gf i ' The offence of one came in the fall of
meam in the garden of Eden and the rightecusness of coe comes throwgh Fesuas Christ!
He is cur spirituz]l HOPE. There is no other name under heaven by which we can be
saved! God does not coegist with other deities, God does not nemotate or compro-
mise. He has ziven us HOPE if we will take it and submit cur lives o Him as ohedient
children to a Father Don't lnve n spirifual hopelessmess, if God has broken your hesrt,
wherever you are right now you can call wpon Jesus and ask Him o save you! His
HOPE is resl and permanent and gennine. There is spirms] HOPE i Jasus Christ and
only in HIM. For more information please contact me nsing the mformation given

Chir fimie has come and gooe, nobl neot tone remember there is HOPE in Jesus
Christ!

Terry Cheek iz Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Marion.

PHIL'S TIRE SERVICE

}“ﬁ“ 617 Wist Main Street
ﬁ M g ! Bumsville, NC 28714-2737
D the ESH{"& mtsun] 682-2421
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Making Sense of Senselessness

By Jerry Lewis
MeDowell Cournty

Words seem insufficient in response to the shooting in
Las Veess. S4ll we want (o make sense of senselessness.
We want to make the nbuonane, bumane. In the absence
of explanation, I'll speak to response. How do we think™
Whar do we do?

How do we think?
1. There iz no excuse for senseless violence. Amy

kind. Awywhere Since the shooter killed himself we will never fully know why he

did whar he did Investizsiers will fry to put the pieces of the puzzle topether and
i anewers. Whatever they discover, we st hold fast fo the reality that sense-
less violence of any kind is reprehensible

2. Words kill like wespons. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus raised slander
io the level of slaying. Words don't just e, they kill When 70,000 fans boo a
rad kicker in a football zame, something in that kid dies. When politicians and
journalists throw verbal daggers at one another, someone dies. Whoever said
sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never it me was denying
realicy.

3. Enongzh is enough. We are becoming desensitized. Push notifications bom-
bard phones. Cahle news reports violence all day, every day. Video games mam
killing inte competition. Music celebrates murdsr. Even too nomch news of the Las
Vegas tragedy can desensitize. Overexposure deadens the conscience.

What do we do?

1. If you see something, say something Yes, this is Homreland Securiny's
slogan, bt it belonged to Christanity long before the government frademarked
it. Don't tolerate aoy foom of bigomy, hatred, or violence. Jesus called ns salt and
light. Szlt and lizght do the same thing: they reveal. Salt is a cook's fiend—when
the right amount is put in 3 recipe, it reveals the flavor of the food Mo one has
ever said, "The salt in this casserole tastes good.” Light is a photographer's best
friend People don't look at a pormrait and say, "I lowve how the light is coming in
from the front " Father they mlk abont the subject of the photograph As salt and
hight, we fawor the world without drawing attention to oursabves—rather we reveal
Christ.

2. Choose your words carefully. JTames 1:19 =xyvs, "Be quick fo hear, siow fo
speak, slow e anger ™ His statement is both coumferinnitive and counterculiural.
Crr cultare is gquick to anger, guick o speak and slow o hear Proverbs 15:21
adds, "Death and [ife are in the power gf the fongue. " Petar wrote, "Whoever de-
sires fa love Ijfe and see pood days, Tet him beap hiz romgue from evil and Ris lips
Jroww speaking deceit.” (1 Peter 32100

3. Filter what comes in Examine your intake of viclence. How much do you
see or hear in a given day? Fesolve to redace it. Proverbs 4:23 says, "dbove all
@ise guard your beart for everyvihing you do_fows from it " What goes in will come
ont. Kevin DeYoung writes, "Having a conscience is one mark of being a sentient
bnman being Scripture sometimes speaks of people “who do not buw their right
hand fram their Igft” (Jonah 4:11), or of “children, wheo . . . have no nowledee qff
good ar @il " (Deut. 1:39). Enowing rizght from wrong is what msakes us function-
ing adults. To have a malfim: Goming conscience is to be less than lnaman "

Perhaps in DeYoung's statemment lies the explanation for the shooter's capacity
o cowardly and mercilessly kill 59 people: he was less than human. Something
happened to his conscience. Scripare s3ys our conscience can be seared (1 Timo-
thy 4:2) or defiled. Titns 1:15 says, "To the pure, all things are pure, but to the de-
Jiled and unbalieving, nothing & pure; but both their minds and thelr consciamces
are defibed. "

Cmly Jesus can clesn ns up and clear our consciences. Jobn said "[fwe confiess
our sins, he i faithfd aed just fo forene ur our sing and fo cleanse us fhom all
umrighteousness. ¥ (1 JTohn 1:9) Only Jesus can turn senselesspness into salvation
and make the mbymane homamne.

Jerry Lewiz is Senior Pastor at Grace Communily Church in Marion.

Inm every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jeaus
concerning por. 1 Thessalonians 5:18

7
Jonathan &

APPLIANCES

* Come and see the friendly staff at Jonathan's

* We repair all major brands of appliances.

+ Wa repair Manitor Heaters!
Cash It, Don’t Trash It! %T "
We buy your used appliances! + Washers
* Dryer:
149 Roan S'I'..q. EFI.IE Pﬁl‘, NC + Staves
828-766-9005 * (Cell) 328-766-9389 * Refrigerators

THANKSGIVING BLESSINGS

Thanksgiving 15 a ime of praise
As thankful hearts unfald.
The blessings God has given
Are more valuable than gold.
IThe fanuly He has Messed us with
Is precious to our hearts.

This 1s the fime fo share with Love
The blessings He imparts.

Sy 15 a restadent gf Madizcon County, where she now [fvas wirth har Fusband,
Dy Jow Baldhwin, She iz currently a member off Mt Zion Bapiist church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previous membar, she calls Forks gf vy Missionary Baptist
Church in Weaveridile, “home away from home ™. She is currently singing with the
rocpel Growp “Jonah s Foice " our gf Mars Hill, NC. Her latest song “Homaecom-
ing ™ will soon be heand &y many:

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“A Litrle Our OF The Wav, Bur ALOT Less ro Pay™

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

Saws

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffithS8:@frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith 5@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, hitle chnldren, and have overcome them:
becanse greater 1s he that 15 in you, than he that 15 1n the

world I John 4:4

www brenews.com
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Women's Prayer Breakfast

Monthly Meetings

By Jovre Boone
Mitchall Coungy

Join the Praying Women of The To-County Communities Prayer Breakfast held

the second Friday of each month, &AM, at DT's Restaurant, downiown Spruce

Pine, M. Brng your sister-friends and together receive spinmual refreshment,
warm Christian fellowship, sroup prayers of Faith for personal restorstion and

life's daily challenges. phas 2 unique and
delicions breskfast mem form which fo

arder. (God's Holy Divine WORD in He-
birews 4 tells us to BOLDLY approach the
THR.OME of GRACE of OUFR. FATHER

GOD, so that we may receive MERCY and ||

find GFACE in our time of need. FLEASE
Join us at our next Praver Breakfast on
Friday, November 10, 8-10 AW, 3t DT's
Bestaurant, where God will bless as we
stand on HIS WORLD and celebrate the
Supematoral Promises of JESUTS through
swest fallowship, songs of Praize. and

Some gf those atending Ociobar'’s

FPrayer Brealfuzt, held ar DTS
Rastaurant, Downtown Spruce Pine,

Prayers of Faith. For more information,
pleasa contact Barbara at E28-4467-3644,
or barbaraly@brepews com. Join us :mdhe

L to R: Julia Hardie, Brevda Ward,
Nora Jarrett, Barbara Harrell, Doriz
Thompeon, Tomeyy Hendrick, and

blessed with loving Christian encourage-  Jowee Boone

Ieent.
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Receives Funding to Expand Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library Across NC
By Ruthie Styles
$10 million provided to deliver books right into the hands of
Narth Carolina’s younges: children
Spruce Pine, NC — Smart Start and Diolly Parton's Imagins-

?—ﬁ tion Library are working sogether to bring

books to Morth Carolina’s younzest children through fundins
Smarl Slafl

provided by the Nonh Caroling General Assembly.

Dring the 2017 legislative session, Morth Caroling state
lzwmmskers mchoded 53.5 i the first year of the budzet and
S?mmmmmemmdgwﬁmmeﬂmtﬂmmnﬁmﬁﬂeeh&smgh
Duolly Parton's Imspination Library to children acmoss the state. Inazination Iibrary i-
2 program created fo foster 4 love of reading among children azed birth to five through
the gift of a specially selected book delivered mght to their home each month.

“T'm thrilled that my Imarmation Library is going to be offered to 50 many chikdren
i Morth Carolina™ stated Dholly Parton, the foumder of Imagination Library. “Working
tozether we can help children dream more, leam mose, care more, and be more.”

“Cnr state lesders clearly underssand how mmiportant an early love of reading is for
each child's snccess in school and later in life  stated Cindy Wadkins, the President
of the Mort Caroling Parmership for Children that oversees the Smart Start network,
“Bmart Start works In every comommity to ensare young children have a strong fonn-
dation for starting kinderearten — now we cam offer this mportant literacy program to
st coitical word ™

Senator Falph Hise and Rep-
resentative Josh Dobson joined
Smart Start and Diplly Paron’s
Imagmation Library representa-
tives to kick off the statewida
effiort that will begin in 08 of
North Carplina’s 100 counties.
Becanse the program is offered
cover 85 percent of WC mp codes S
expanding fo cover every ooty S
Iy the second year.

T find out more ghont Smart
Siart and Diplly Pamon’s Imagina-
tion Library parmership. snd to
check availability and register a
child wisit htip:/ MW smartstan.
arg'dolhy-parons-masinaton-

Diodly Parion's Imagination
Libwary is a book gifting program for children fronm birdh to age five. The niission of
the program & to foster a love of reading in preschoo] children and ensure that every
child bom has books, regardless of their family’'s moome.

Smart Start is a network of 75 nooprofit kecal parmerships that serve all 100 Morth
Caroling connties. This network is led by The Morth Caroling Parmership for Chil-
nates the statewide network oo create better outcomes for children and famikies.

Rurhie Shies 15 Communily Davelopment Manager for Blue Ridge Partnership for

Childrent serving Avery, Mitchel] and Yancey Counfies.

L—
CALL 6684715

Thankful we ae e

if you are a veteran in need
forallow

of transportatien give us a
ezens of Michel Counly

call. Let us show you the
respect that yeu deserve,
We take care of sur

Tt

www. bremews . com
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The Rest of the Story
Bv Farmer Doug

Clint dpes not need an infroduction or conchision to this ons. Laughter all the
way from start to fimich

Funny Farm

Drear friends,

Begalar readers of this colunn understand that Tam a
rather poor excuse for a fanner. For the politically comect,
I might be called “agriculimrally challenzed”. Whatever
your term of endearment for my aETarian prowess, You must
admir there are few dull moments when I am “one with the
land™

Those of you who have never besn 3 fammer - like me
- need to imderstand that hay grows twice in a season. .
there's the spring cut snd the 21l harvest. . who the heck
knew? It's for sure I didn't. Regardless, the chores needed
doing and Famner Clint was primed for acton.

On My Own

Crme bright annumm Sunday afternoon Dioug and Barbara made 3 mm over the
Irom Mountain to Folmson City; I believe they were searching for a tractor part
or two. I sat idly for a wee bit, thinking I would watch an WFL zame, tat soon
became restless. {There was a time in my life when I could vegetate in front of the
book wbe and paze nundlessly at proem men nmmimge up and down a field of grass
frying to knock each other’s braing ouwt. But life at Harrell Hill Fammes cured me of
that malady ) Morphing into “Fammer Clint™ cored me of that desire, even the ahil-
ity to just “hane-put™. A man needs to be busy, buasy, basy!

Earlier that day Dioug mentioned that he was falling behind on zetting the hay
up and exprassed concem that rain was heading our way. He already mowed
and teddered the lower field, next to Cousin Betsy Herrell's houss, but it nesded
rakimg. Mormally I would not even consider sefting ont on such a venmre alone;
bt I'd been on this famm nearly six months and believed mysalf to be an accom-
Plished famn-hand mow. Well call it an nnexplainable mental breakdown; refer 1o
it as 3 sudden lapse in adult judsment; or simply call it & surge of confidence m
Fammer Clint’s heart, but I thought "Hey, I can rake thar hay and surprise Doag!™

“0One With The Land™

I drowe to the bam and mounted that little Eist tractor like I ovmed the sncker!
Mot only thar bot I artached the hay rake and even tested the kicky-doo that makes
it spin around and arcund. . beck, I rersembered to raise the jack so it didn't make
sparks when [ drove down the road, AND I remembered not to “mide the chich™

do oo wrong. I stood back and stared in wonder at the perfectly mamicured rows
of fluffy hay I'd crafied. I just knew Dioug would jump for joy! (Don’t laugh, I'm
being seripus here). I was doing 50 well I began to talk to mysslf “Hey, Fammer
Clint. youn da man dude! Ain't nobody, mchiding Keith basters, who could make
2 better looking hay row than yon!™ Meedless to say, I was baving an out-of-body,
pride-filled party with myyself!

OOPs!

Ag T ractored toward Cousin Betsy's farmbouase [ beard a sndden clang, bang,
and rattle from behind the ractor — not good! (1 learmed fom previons mishaps
that when it sounds like pants are fixin® to fall off it's best o STOP!) So I quickly
Ekilled the thingamajiz that makes the rake rake_. I think it's called the “BTO™
(whatever the heck that means).. engaged the brakes and leapt fiom ooy twactor
perch.

Well, you've never seen a more tangled, parbled mess in yvour life. Somehow I
had raked what looked like miles of barbed wire, along with the freshly teddered
hay. (Later I would discover — after a bit of chidmg from Farmer Dioug — that T had
olliterated Counsin Betsy's fence line g )

Armyaray, I fimared I'd better clear the dopgpone barbed wire bafore Farmer Dong
came bome, It took about 2 hours to clear that fouled rake but I managed to finish
the job just 2= Dong came over the hill. He told me it looked great @ .4 rare treat
for me o successfully complete a chore withont baving to be saved from mysslf!
(O course, I failed to menton the manzled barbed wire episode. I mesn, why
imcriminate yourself when no one will ever know™)

Another “Teaching Moment™ g
A day or two Later, after another wonderful Barbara-cooked farm supper, Dong
remarked, “So Clint, looks like you battled with Betsy’s fence row, buh™ by first

reaciion, as always, was to think of some way I could blame it oo Tony; aoything
to weasel my way out of monble But, once azaim, [ knew that “The tmath will
set you free”; so I looked into Diong’s eyes and innocently replied, “What in the
world are you talking about?™

I knew he had me in the crosshams when be fashed that wide Diong smile a
fatherly timbre in his farmer voice, “Well, there was guite a bit of barbed wire in
the hay near Betoy's place smd_ since vou raked 1t, I figure yon must have tanzled
with the fence ™ BFATS . BUMMEE. . HOLY SMOEES . I'm busted! ““Yeah well
I did hewe a slight enconnter with some barbed wirs from somewhers, but wasn®t
sure where it came from. Do you think T should tell Betsy ™ Again in his ‘T'm the
bass of you' voice, Doug replied, “Mo, that’s okay. Betsy already knows,™
notice EVER Y THING. They know when you distark a leaf; they notice when dust
settles; each plant/critter/structorepiece of equipment is vital to their being, so
don’t go wying to fieol “em WHERN YA MESS UP, CLATM IT — OWHN IT — FIX
m!

Fammer Diong explained “T can’t feed hay laced with barbed wire to the cattle,
they will zet “hardware diseassa’. (Dub, even I comprehend that eating barbed
wire conld be harmifal') But HARTYWARE DISEASE? Come now, Farmer Dong,
you are messing with me — ain’t no such thing as “kardwars disesse™. I mean why
nmst he fabocate a story about some mysterions sicknessT Father than atpue, I
simply nodded agreement about the scare of hardware disease and went about ooy
business. (Secretly, I wondered if Cousin Batsy was going to beat me up for “rak-
ing™ dowm her barbed wire @ ). . _hardware disease indead!!!

EBelly Ache? Eat A Magnet!

A guick internet search confirmed my worst fear. .. Famer Dioug was nght;
there is ‘hardware diseasa’.

Apcording to experts, hardwars disesse s the tenm used when complications
occonr after an animal consmmes objects snch as nails, wire, or even tin cans. This
condition is particularty associated with bovine due to the face that cows have
been knoam to make 8 hmeh of steel or tin objects. Fenowned veterinsrian C.E.
Spaulding states, "Why bovines like the taste of steel and tin, I'l mever know; Tt
I've seen a cow happily nmncking dowm 16-penny spikes as her owner patched 3
bam wall ™

When caught early, a vet can feed a bolus-shaped magnet to the cow. This
magnet will collect aoy metallic pieces and bold it i the reticulum preventing the
debris from traveling throushout the cow's system. Carttle owners can zlso feed
these mapnets to their stock to prevent hardware disease from occumring. The
average cost of these magneis is inepensive compared to the cost of veterinary
care or the cost of the comr.

Yo beard me right fends_ . 1f'n your cows eat nails just feed ‘em 3 handfiol
of mammets! Mo thats crazy, but that’s what “those m the knoar™ say to do. (I
wonder. _if taro cows eat magnets and their ‘morth poles® or “south poles’ come
info close proximity, will if push coe of the cows over @ 7)

Well, fall became winter and tending hay tumed fo chopping wood and mory
barbed-wire hay exploits seemed forgoten. Once more the nuzped moumtaim folks
at Harrell Hill Farms bad metcy on Fanmer Clint and Cousin Befsy never men-
tioned that I had desiroyed her fence. Undl .

VWhat The ....7

Spring 2011 drew me back to the hay Gelds and I was excited to renpew my love
affair with nature. As I meandered up Hamell Hill Foad I conld abnoest taste the
zroma of frechly mowed grazses:; expectant of another wonderful experience with
the hay rake

As T roumded the comer, nearing the bam, I nonced what looked like Crime
Scene tape extending the fill length of Cousin Betsy's pastre. Why in the world
would thers be 3 ribbon cutlining the border of the field?

Tie A Yellow Eibban
Dioug and I exchanged fammer bugs — the kind where va slap each othet on the
back withowut really mzzing — and shared thanks for the beaunful day God provid-

ed for working the hay. As I turned toward the tractor Dioug remarked, “You ses
the yellow flags along the back side of the pasmre™ .. What a ndiculows ques-
tion, DITH!. . “Yes Dioug, I see that . what happened over there?” I asked. ““Well,
Clint, " be began_ “1ast fall ‘somepne’ removed Betsy's fence with a hay rake and
she just wanted to make sure ‘somepne’ saw it this year!™

As T spproached the far side of the field I leamed that this was not Crime Scene
tape at all, it was HUNDEEDS of litle vellow flags positicned slongside the
barbed-wire fence. Sweet Cousin Betsy had carefully marked the boundary, cre-
ated a sort of ‘mnway’ for Fammer Clint.

“Tie a yellow ribbon “round the ¢ld cak wee..." To this day we've never dis-
cuassed bow I manaped to chew up her fence romr. But Cousin Betsy did her best to
make sure I avoided it this go around!

Humbled in the hills,

Fammer Clint

www. brenews . com
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

This Time of Year

By Fev Bruce Cannon
Mirchell County

" gpive thanks unto the LORIY: for ke iz pood- for hiz
marey anduneth forgver: ” Poalm 136:1

I lowe this time of the year for so many reasons. First,
of the year maore 50 than any other time. A day, Thanks-
ziving Dray, was set aside for the sole purpose of help-
ing American citizens to be thankful. Tt has been celebrated as a faderal holiday
every vear since 1864, when, during the American Civil War, President Abraham
Lincoln proclaimed a national day of "Thanksziving and Praize o our beneficent
Father who dwelleth in the Heavens," to be celebrated on the last Thursday m
Hovember.

Being thankfinl does so many powerful thines for us. It focuses our attention
away from the problems at hand to the mamy wondsrful things that have happened
in our lives. It cheers the heart. It sorestens our disposition. It helps us sleep so
omich better at might. It aids our digestive process by reducing woory and stress. It
helps uws fo recall the foving God who is there to bear our prayer and to help us in
fme of need

A second reason I love this

C—— H Al P oY
fime of the year is that families [ r g -
s s g e . (Al Al
spend fime with each other. What L - e
& blessing to look aroumd the i |
Thanksgiving Day table and see 4 -'ge
loved ones; many of whom we -\'"

do not get to see often berauzs
of geopraphicsl resmiction:, long
wiork days and so forth

A third, and wery selfish reason,
is that I lowve to eat. Ilove all of -
the Thanksgiving fare. I lowe nokey, ham_ pies and cakes, frech mads bread and
everything else that ends up on the Thanksgiving table.

A final reason I love this time of the year: Christmas is not far away. And,
then, we celebrate and show thanksgiving for the grestest gift of all. ... the Lord
Tesus who became flech apd paid the price for our sins.

It thmlls my heart to hear the things people are thankfnl for. Personally, Wendy
and I have bean blessed zo many ways. We live in this besuiiful part of the state,
we serve the Lord in a wonderfinl Charch, our health is pood, AND the Lord, in
Tane blessad us with our first gramdbaby. What a wonderfol God we seryve!

All of ns kave so pnch to be thankful for! For God's grace, answered prayer,
family and friends, health and strength, food on our tables and a roof over our
head and the list neads to go oo 3nd on and on.

From noy beart to yours [ pray this time of the year is very special for you. May
you know God’s presence and peace in wonderful ways. May your family be well
and may you be able to spend time togethes.

Rav. Bruce Canmon currently serves as the Senior Pasior of Bear Creek Bapiist
Church i Bakersville. Formerly he rerved az Director of Mizzions for the Bladen
Baprizt Arzociation and kas served on the General Boand of the Bapdizt Stare Con-
vention gf North Carolinag.

A Meditation

Do You Know Jesus?
By Timathy Ellsr
MecDowell County

Jazus saith unto kim, Have I bean so lowg Gme with you,
and yet hast thow not nown me, Philip? ke that hath zean
mig hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou ther, Shew us
the Fatfer?

In John 14:0 Phillip

asked the most impor-
tant queston be could ever ask. He asked
him to showy him the father Ome of the
bigmast stragzles people have with Tesus is
ot about what be did or what he =zid. The
issme then and now is do you know who he
is. 50 mamy people have opintons and ide
ologies. The angel said call hkim Emmamae]
meaning God with us.

I will ask you the most important question
anybody conld ever ask.

Do you know who Jesus is7

Tim Eller praduaited from Cavoling Graduate School gf Divinily and has Beam
invalved in pricon and jail minisiry for the past fifseen years. Currently he is
operating in the capaciiy gf a servant gf Jesis Cheist.

Walnut Grove Church

Forgiveness: It's Not An Option
By Eurt Bomar
Avery County

Have you been nart by someone so deeply that you
don't think vou have the capacity to forgive them? Mo
doubt evil people do evil things to good people and
they aren’t worth forgiving. Buf is that the issue?

In the Fewish culture their system of bankmuptcy
was 1o sell themselves fo their creditor and work off
the debt. God had an mteresting milke e wanted his
people to follow regardmg this practice. Mo matter what the debt was, as the end
of every seven years, the creditors were 1o relesse the debtors. This wonld give
even those with buge debis an opporbanity to start over.

Dnming Jeremish’s ime. King Fedskish initially honored this, but look what
then happened:

Jer. 34:10 5o all the afficials and people who entared infe this covenant agread
that thay would free their male and female slaves and no longer kold them in
bondape. Thay agreed, and sot them free. 1] Bur qfterward they changed thair
minds and ook back the siaves they had freed and enslaved them again. 12 Than
the word gf the LORD came to Jevamdali: ... 17 "Recently you repented and did
what iz right im my sight- Each of you procimmed freedom fo your own peopie.
Tou even made a covenant bgfore me in the house that bears my Name. 16 Bur
now you funve turned around and profireed my: namae; each gf vou has taken back
the male and female slaves you had et fhee fo po where they wished. Tou have
Jorced them to bacome your slaves agmin. ™

Because they broke the covenant and this was the response:

17 "Thergfore thiz iz what the LORD saypz; Tou have nof obgyved mee, you have
nat prociamed freedom fo your own peapie. So, I pow proclaim headom’ for you,
deciarer the LORD—frecdom” fo fiall by the sword, plague and famine. §will make
Jyou abhorrent fo ail the Eingdoms gf the earth.

This tells me God is setious about our oblization to forgive. He released us
from the penalty of every sin in our lives. Therefore, we are to forgive others.

Jesus confirmed thiz command in one of his parables. In Matthew 18 he tells of
2 man who was released by the king from a debt of millions of dollars tat when
he ran across another who owed him 3 few dollars e demanded payment on the
spot or threatened debiors prison. When the king got wind of this his whole at-
tinde changed. “Becquse I forgaae you a large ameunt vou showld have forenen
a small amourt ™. Then he had the man cast inte prison until the debt was paid in
full.

Bt how could the
man pay such a larze
debt while earning pris-
on wagesT He couldn't
There was oaly ome-
way out of prison: he
had 1o die.

If we apply this story
to our lives we ses that
o matter what has been
done tous by others,
it's incomparable o te
debt we owe our heavenly Father Every sin we have ever coonmited was forgiven
because of what Jesus did for us oo the cress (that’s the onlt-million-dollar debi).
Therefore, it is imperative that we forgive others their relatively puny debt. If's
amazing how their offense to us shrinks in size when we look &t our offenses o
God.

How do we do it from a practical standpoint? How do we get out of the prison
of bitterness and judgment, depression and criticism? There’s only one-way ot
we have to die. We have to die to ourselves and our disappointments. disilnsion-
ments and discouragement We have to say, “Lord, I've been forgiven so nmch.
Help me to die to what others have zaid about me or done to me ™

When you say that by faith don’t be surpriced if tomormrow you want to “take
back™ your offer of forgiveness. Just remember it's 3 bleeding off process. It will
tzke time. But to tske back the forgiveness pats you m the same position the Jews
were in in EKing Zedekizh’s time and we know how God feels about that. To “keep
on forgiving™ keeps ns out of our prison and homors our Father af the same time.

Selah (think sbout i)

Eoart Bowmar is pastar af Wabwt Grove Church.

www. brcnews.com
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Burnsville Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

Thanksgiving Day
By Pastor Ciouser
Fmcay Coumgy

It's hard to believe that the holiday sesson is just avoond the
comer. 50, I herin with 8 pop quiz. "When iz Thanksgiving
Day™ I wonder how mamy could give the comrect answer Do
I mean the "exact” date? Mot really, becanse the date var-
ies from year fo year Soane of you might say, "l know it is a
Tinrsday in Wovember." Yes, baf which Thursdsy?

Even if vou guessed the exact date which s vear happens to be Movember 23, you
still won't give me the answer I'm looking for. The official Thanksgiving Diay goes all
the way back to 1789 when President George Washinston proclaimed MNonember 28 a5 3
day of Thankssiving.

Afier that, Thanksgiving Day continned o be celebrated on different days in different
stafes il finally m 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued 3 White House proclama-
tion calling on "the whole Ameriran pepple te obsenve 3 special day of thanksgiving on
the kst Thursday of Movember every year." Ewer since. each President has zsued 3
Thanksgiving Diay proclamstion desizmstine the fonrth Thursday of each November a5

As followers of Jesus Christ, there ks great news for us. Though every day is certainly
not 3 boliday, every day is a Thaoksgiving Day. Praise (3od that Thanksmiving is every
day in the life of His followers. As believers, we have the amazing privilege of not
only praying to our Heavenly
Father, bt having an atiiade of gl
Thanksgiving in our hearts. .

In fact, mur Hegventy Father
wants His children's lives to
be charscterized by gratefial-
neqs. Philippiane 4:6 saps,
"Be camgfl for nothing: Bbut
in everything by prayer and
supication with thanksgn-
ing let your requests be made
Frowm do God " (WNETV). 1
believe His Word tells ws tat
an Fppreciative atthade should
heenh:rmmmshpﬂsatnﬂi 2-T: Colossisns 3:16), grving (2 Cormdvians &

7-13), 1:1-3}, and even the way we approach spirineal hattles
(1 Corinthizne 15: 57-58). In other words, thankfihvess to our Lood needs to penmeate
everything we do. In the Scriphres, oor Lord mandates our gratinde (1 Thessalonians
5:18), wiich soane mipht find perplectine. Bt our Lord knows 3 gratefiol antifudie affects
our bieares. Thanking Hirm ..
= Eieeps us aware of His presence
= Fomuses us on Jesus: pride diminiches when we remember life is all sbout Him.
= Dirives us &0 look for His parposes im our challenging sihaations.
= Pentingds us of His goedness, which leads to hope, even when we don't tmderstand.
= Encourages our continmed dependence on Him, redocing amiety with peace and joy.

‘When we maintsin an afimde of Thanksgiving m both happy and difficuls tmes, our
Hivees will be filled with purpoese and fulfillment Bt more moportanity; God will be
glorfied As we approach Thanksgiving Day, ket us ask Him to brng His blessings o
mind so we can =3y, "Thank Yon!"

Happy Thanksgiving!!

o B
Sing unto ilru. HORY ﬁﬂﬁ thanksgiving:
sing praise upon the Imr'pﬁﬁq} ﬂﬁqod

Ed Coviser iz the pasior for the Burnsville and Erwin Hills Seventh-day ddventizt
Chumcher. Previousiy he served chumches in Ontario (Canada), New Tork, Eentucky
ard North Carodinag. He also i5 a refingd Chaplain, Lieutenay Colonel, oving spent
28 yaars in the US Air Force. Partor Couser, and hiz wife g 25 vears, Carol hava foer
adui? childner: Mafissa, Eqylee Meagn and Drew. He enjoys shaving the love gf
Sesls and encourasing others o prepane for Hiz soom refam.

e

Making a Difference

By Tracy Black
Mitchell County

It was late om 3 Friday afternoon; the doors were locked,
and the staff of the SafePlace Thrift Store was ready to go
home. A tap oa the door led to the discovery of Shenff
Street and another man who was dressed in an crangs
Jump suit and orange mbber sandals. The Sheriff explained
that e was escorting this young man to his grandfather’s
funeral and be hated to take the man there dressed im jail clothes, Could we help?
Indeed, we could. One staff member stayed behind and “dressed™ the young man
in slacks, dress shirt, sports coat and dress shoes. The young man’s eyes welled up
&g be stated that thiz was the nicest thing anyone had ever done for him,

Mitchell Connty SafePlace is an agency that serves the needs of the victims of
domestic vielence, sexual assault and elder abase. The grants that we zet help 1o
cover our overhead, staff wages nhlifies, office supplies, etc. What these grants
don't kelp with is assistance for the victims we serve. With the overwhelming
zenergsity of the folks of Mitchell County and the surmmoumding area, we are able
o assist not onky those victims but also to give back to the commmnity that has
been 50 generons. Whether it's a teacher needing supplies for their stadents, a
fammily who has lost everything in
& honse fire or lending dignity to
2 young man shtending bis grand-
father's funeral SafePlace mwies o
bridze the void.

Last vear alome. SafePlace zave
away merchandise vahied m excess
of 530,000 to those n need How
does this all come together? The
answer is VOLUNTEEES!!

“olonteers are the life blood of
any non-profit. As hard as our store @
staff works, and boy do they work
hard, it is not enough. Volunteers
are used to fill the zap. You
might wonder what a voluntesr
at SafePlace does.
Viohateers:

= Sort donations

* Hamg amd stesm
clothes

= Stock shelves

= Halp on the salas
desk

= Inferact with
Customers, serving
az ambacsadaors for
SafePlace

If von have as litfle as an hour to donate, please contact Cheech Stewart at T65-
T115. Mo matter what your talewts or ability level Cheerh will find the perfect job

for you

Tracy Black is the dssociate Divector for Mitchell Cownty SgfeFlace. She can be
reached ar §28-785-4017 or macyeblackiabelisouth net.

Dyed Red Mulch
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Pine and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
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www brenews com Movember 2017 - Blue Bidge Christian MNews page 17



Thankful
By Allen Buchanan
Africhel! Coumiy

I am =0 blessed that T dowbt T conald list all of moy blessings
so I wanf to share some of them with you

I'm thankful that thete is a God and He knows my name. [

I"'m thankful for God’s son, Jesus Christ, the price He paid
for my sins and the promise of spending eternity in heaven
with Him_

I’'m thankful that God browght Sherri, a Christian and [ ogether

I'm thankful for Godly parents and a Christian bome.

I'm thankful for ooy brother, Chris.

I’'m thankiul I was bom in America.

I’'m thankful that thonzh I was bom with Buscular Dystrophy, my parents love
me and encourage me to live my life to its fullest

I"'m thankful for prayer

I’'m thankiul for Ged’s Holy Word, the Bible.

I"m thankful for forgiveness, mercy and grace.

I'm thankful to have kad Christian in-laas.

I’'m thankful to call Mirchell Connty home.

I’'m thankful for the Blue Fidge hountains.

I'm thankiunl for Bear Creek Bapost Church

I'm thankful for everyone I"ve met in life that belped me, encouraged me and
for those that remain a close friend oday.

I’'m thankful for Rev. Billy Grahsm At age 7 I heard his mvitstion to accept
Jesus as my personal Savior and my parents led me to the Lord.

I"m thankinl for my Pastor, Bev. Bmce Camnon and his wife, Wendy.

I'm thankful for every minister [*ve kad the prvileges to know and love.

I’'m thankful for God allowing me to sitend Ladzer Elementary where the
Bible was read, allegiance to the flag was szid daily and classmates cared for one
anither.

I'm thankful for indoor plumbing, elecmicity and a roof over my head.

I'm thankful for my powerchair and minivan which provides independence and
fransportation needs.

I'm thankful for the wisdom ziven to doctors, nurses and those wio develop
new medicines of equipment to extend our lives.

I'm thankful for all aspects of natare; hesvens. clonds, Caroling bloe sky, ea-
gles, hnmmimebirds, robins, deer, ficarers, mees, waterfalls, lakes, fish and rvers.

Those are just A few of the things T zm thankful for.

Allew Burhanan i a freelance Christian writer dilen attend:s Bear Creek Baptizst
church.

&
THE

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thrn window
=Easy transfers

*Delivery service available
=0Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
=Locally owned and operated
*Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program”

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

Why, God?

By Pastor Dan Quralle
Burke County

We face real life events that often canse us all to ask the
gquestion “Why™ Why did God allow a deranged surmsn
to open fire on & large crowd of concert attendees, killing
1o understand why God allowed one of our owm firefighters
1o be killed while serving our comnnmity. Why does God
allowr loved omes to experience the horror of cancer? Why
does God allow loved oaes and fends to pass imexpectedly”

These are obwionsly questions for which thers are no easy “cookie-cutter™ an-
swers. In some cases, we may believe we know the answer or at least have a good
ides regarding the answer. In many cases, we are speechless as we try to ratonasl-
ize that which God has allowed. If we are honest, we have felf at times that it even
SEEIINS LN,

When we are faced with circumstances we simply do not understand, we nunst
leam o respond to these circumstances Biblically. God often does not reveal the
need for faith. How do we respond when these things happen™

1. Pemain confident in Grod’s natare. Femardless of what we face in life_ we must
rermaim finm in our conviction that God iz abarays faithful and et God is always
good An wmwavering confidence i God's nature enables us to respond properly
to these difficolt croonstances. When we begin to question (zod's namre, we will
often find curselves bitter at what God has allowed.

2. Trust that God knows best. Often, we mistakenty feel that we have a better idea
of how o handle something or how something should be resohved. We have Lirle
understanding and certainty do not know what is best. Our perspective is limdted;
the finits will never understand the Infinite. We therefore place theze difficnlt cir-
cumstances in od's and with the confidence that He knows best.

3. Trust that God is at work. He may be using difficulttes fo draw us back o
Him or to draw someone else to Him to be saved. He may be refinmg our spirioal
chiaracter. Ha may be domg many things, bt we ninst manytain an qmysyeringe
confidence that God is at work.

4. Sulmit to (God's plan. Bather than arguing and questioning His plan, leam to
sulnmdt to it. We know it is always best, yet we often staggle when our idess are not
reality. These are the moments when tree submission to God is evidenced.

It is possible — and even expecied — to respond Biblically to the challenges of life.
Drping 5o is essential o maintaming a proper, God-honoring atdade, even when life
does not make sense.

Pastor Dan Quralle i3 pasior Merganfon Bapiizt Church, Check uwr our on our
walisite www morgahtondbapdizt net or find us on Facebook and TouTibe.
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Christ is the Only Answer

We are living in days of tanglad thinking. Pur-
poses, ideals, motives and ideas are all crashing.
Lawlessness and revolutions have now become the
spirit of the age. And it has penetrated iofo every
realm of lnman thinking.

The Apostle Paul wamed ns that in the latter days
& spirit of lawlessness would prevail in the entre
world. We are told that this spirit of lawlessness
is the spirit of antichrist. The new Testament even
warns that this spinit will imvade the church and thar
the church must constantly be on ber puard.

Menral revolution is in the air People are niming consciously or nncon-
sciously against the status gquo. In every relatonship of life, some of the com-
moaly accepied opinions have been thrown on the scrap beap, Any method or
idea that is old has come under suspicion. There is 3 general opinion that if an
idea s to be nsefil in this peneration, it must be new.

There is a revelt against anthority of all kinds. Lawlessness is the spirt of the
mmes. Analvze every expression of it and you will find in it an wrwillingness
o be controlied. Tradition, substance and precedent are all discarded. Govern-
mental anthority is questioned, moral standards are laughed at and the chorch
is considerad a useless institution. In the United States, even the Constitntion is
considered ont of dats.

Jesns Christ can give mental rest to those who are confused and bewildered.
He can quiet your beart and give you inner serenity and jov if you will et Him
have conirol of your mind and heart.

Today there is revolufion in the indusirial world. It is too bad that in labor-
management discussions selfishness reigns. Salfishness is sin, and people are
simmers. The beart must e made right before there can be any proper adjusiment
of external affairs.

The spirit of lawleszness is in the bome. There is very liftle discipline in many
bomes. Each child is 3 law unfo himself. The modem renderimg of Paul's famil-
iar injunction might well be, “Parents. obev your children for this is right ™ In
many of our homes, if there is a voice of suthority at all, it is the voice of the
child. Parents have little or nothing to say abowt the lifs of the child. As a resub
of all this, there is a grand msh for anmsemesnt on the part of the children

If children do not kear m the home a voice that speaks with authority, how
can we expect them to obey the voice of the nationa] government? We are now
reaping exactly what we have sown for many years. We have allowed our chil-
dren to run wild withour discipline.

There is one answer o the many problems that beset the average home, and
that is Jesns Christ. As Christ blessed the home of Mary and Martha long ago,
50 He can bless your bome. If the individuals in your home will puat their oost in
Him there is not a problem that yvou and your family face today but what He has
2 solntion.

There iz a revolution in the realm of morals. Mever in the history of the world
hawe we seen such a casting aside of moral restraint Things that 3 generation
g0 were considered shocking are now accepted as comunonplace. The entire
country is obsessed with an excess of sexmal individualism. The principal topic
of comversation seems to be sex Why are we sufferimg from such an excess?
Because all the Christian social barriers and moral restraints have been broken
down. People have litile or no restraint. They refuse to be controlled. They insist
on setting their own standards.

If the chuarch raises its voice agaimst the deplorable morals of our day, we are
called old-fashioned and puritanical. The moral resmraint placed by God upon
men and women is now langhed ar and rddiculed. Every person wants to do what
is right in his or her own eyes. A Congressman once told me that immorality
was the curse of Washington. Where will this end” Where will it stop? How
omch fariker can we po without falling apart ar the seams?

There has never been a nation in the history of the world that has ever im-
proved morally apart from 2 revival. Mearly all great nations of the past have
been destroyed by disintegration of moral character. That is now happening
in the United States. History gives us only one remedy, and that is a spintoal
revival. As revival injected into Great Britzin brought a new moral fber during
the davs of Wesley, so tuming to Christ can save us now.

I warn your—ibe issue in the United States at this morsent is not politcal. I
is spirimaal. What are we going to do with Jesns Christ? That's the queston that
should confront every person today. The modern expressions of revolutions are
the natral results of a lawlessness in the hearts of men We are rebels against
Gaod.

Thank God, however, there is 2 splendid company of people who have not
bowed the knee to Baal The true child of God kas nothing to fear in all of to-
day's threstening sifuations.

(zod is not surprised at these happenings. He is not dependent upon our puny
plans and political conventions for a solution. The hope of the world is the MMan
whom the world has rejected. It is for us to uphold that God-man Jesus, as
Fedeemer and Savior and lesve the rest to Him.

There are times when revelts and revoluotions are right and just Great Britain
has the Mazna Carta because of her revohation. The United States has its Decla-
rafion of Independence becase of a revelution.

We have come to 3 place whers we must have another revolution 1f we are
to be saved The church wnast lead this revolution. We must have a revalotion
apainst cormption in kigh places, apainst immarality, licentiousness and sen-
snality, which are pervading every realm of our society. We must have a revolt
against alcobolism and dmg rafficking. We must have a revolt against ying,
cheating and cotting corners in business. We must have a revolt against dis-
crimination because of race, color or creed. We need a revolt agamst hypocrisy,

spiritual indifference and slothfulness on the pant of church members.

I call npon the clurch today o fall on its knees before (od and ack the God
znd Capizin of our salvation to lead on in a spirimsal revoloton that will shake
the very foundations of the social strachure.

Christianity is oot a religion for weaklings. The challenge of the hour in
which we live is so remendoms that it calls for the very best in us. We must be
strong, virile and dynamic if we are to stand The only thing that can give us this
moral spirimal sirengih is 3 retormn to Christ. Unless we tum to Christ, I despair
for our future. T am conwinced that unless we have a great spiriteal revival, we
cannot endurs much longer. We are at enmity agzinst God. We have disobeyed
His laws.

We zre fighting and rebelling against God and His plans, laws, stamtes and
commandments. The Bible says that we are enemuies of God. However, thanks
be unto God, there is a way to be reconciled to Him The Scripiare says, “For
if when we were enpemies we were reconciled to God throngh the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life™ (Fo-
mans 5:105.

An enemy, reconciled, is 3 friend A disturbed relationship has thas been made
right, and the result is one of jov and satisfaction with each other. This is what
God has done through Christ Jesus. Man, the epenyy of God, has been recon-
ciled through the death of Jesus Christ and having been reconciled o God the
Bible says, *“ _ much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
]jﬂ_'.:

The Bibkle teaches that you are st emmity with God, that von are separated from
God. The Bible teachss that there is no way back to God except throngh Jesus
Christ. And if God says that to the individaal, God alse says it to the nation.
Until this pation noobles itself and prays and seeks God and falls upon its face
and receives Christ as Savior, there is no hope. There is only one road—one
way ont—and that is through 3 personal knowledge of Jesus Christ.

And for vour own personal life—ihe problems you face and the sins that
beset your soul—ithere is only one way to peace, joy, rest and the bope of etermnal
life Thart is by personal farth in Fesws Christ. Right whete you are now, you can
sy “Yes™ to Christ. Yom can tmast Christ. You can surrender yourself to Christ
1957 BGEA

The Scripture guotation is taken from The Holy Bible, Mew Eing Tames Ver-
sion.

THE ONLY WAY BACE TO GOD

Arte you ready to fight back against the spirit of the age? The only way is to
come fo God throngh faith in Jesus Christ alone. He died so your sins could be
forziven, and He promises to save anyone who will turn from sin and receive
Him by faith. You can do that right now. You can have abundant and etemal life
if you will surrender to Christ.

Iiake the decision today.
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Christyﬂa Corner

Swordfish
By Christy Lowman
Burke Coumgy

Have vou ever heard of 2 swordfish? They are an amazimg
fizh that 13 belteved to be the fastsst and soongest fish in the
sess. They can swim ap to 30 mph! Swordfich are predatory
fich that bumt at pight and mizrace to different wann watars for
feod. Bom witk smooth two-tonad, brows skin (oo scalas), the
swardfish's favorite food is mma, Sying fish, squid. and bamaouda. The Swordfish
do pot have teeth, but who peeds teeth when they can thrash sud slash their loag
sharp swords aromnd o keeck out, slice, and chop up their diower!

These fish love 1o jump out of the water, sometimes it's fo catch prev, other mhnes
it"s to rid themselves of parasites.

Swordfizh can grow wp w 15 & long aepd weigh as moach as 1400 Thes, Did you
Enow thar God gave swordfsh a super power? Their super power 15 called cravial
endothernyy. This gift allows the swordfish to heat their Large, tapnis hall aves,
and their brain up to 60 desress warmer than the current water femperare whils
the rest of its body stays cold This allows their biz. blae eyas to move and wark
ten nmes fastar than the fish that bave cold eves. The swordfish are thep zhle to
capiure light quuckly in the dark depchs of the cold ooean and find fish w0 eat
Swordfish protect themsalves fom Mako sharks by ramming them o their gills
and stoanach with their sharp swoerds. These fish bave zlso been known to ram
their swords o the planks of small boars when they are barpocned by Gshenman
Dhd you know that God has equipped ns with a sword? He sare has, it's pam of
the annor of God. Do you keow what our sword 157 It's the Word of God that @s
found m your Bibla® You see, by reading vour Bible and memonzing varses von
are preparing vourself for hard fmes that yon mizght zo thronzh in the funoe. Try
it and sea. I guarantes the next fimie wou are scared. sad. or anything von mizht
be fzeling, a Bible verze will pop in vour nund to comfort vow. Wor only that, bt
when you meet other kids dar ask you questions sbout God you will be abkle o
awswer using what vou kave raad in vour Bible. Yo see the Bible 1= Itke a key
that opens doors and awswers guestions. Onr sword i3 one of the best pieces of
armooT against Sataw. He hates the Word of God, 50 my fmeand, open up that Bikle
of vours and star reading so we can defeaf the enenyy! Mot only that, thare ate
really cool stories in the Bible to read about! Tast as God equpped the swordfish
with 3 sword, 8 wann bratn, aod large heated eveballs, Ha also equipped yon with
the best sword of all, your Bible! Take if evernywhers yvou go and read it often’ It
will gnide wou in your lifs!

Take the heimet of salvanon and the sward of the Spirit, winch is the word gf
{rod. Ephesians &:17 BIWV

For the word af God i guick, and powerfil, and sharper than any two-edeed
sword, percing aven fo the dndding arunder af ond and spadt and af the joints
and wearrons, and i a dizeerner of the thoughts and it af the heart. Hebraws
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Diear Lord, T pray that you will show thase chuldren how to use their Bible, the
Word of God, a3 a sharp two-edged sword 1o defeat and conqueror ;ux sneny.
Give them an mgurenchable thirst o read their Bikle daily so they might leam
more about Yo, Help them be bold and brave as they share whart they read with
others. In Jesus name I pray, AMEN.
Bibliozraphy
bhitp:'marmebio org/species azpTid=240
hitps-/ Sy patare com ' news 20050501 10 fallneays0501 T0-2. himl
bhpwww bioexpedition comswordfish
bhrtpewww newworl dencye lopedia . argentry Swardfish
bhopwww ovdailvoews com oews/natonsl giant-eveball-swordfizk-eye-am-
cle-1. 11838735

Chrisiy Lowman 1z g Christan author and ilfusiraior that Iives in the foothills af
the Blue Ridee Moumraing with her hushand and fwo children. She anjons wiiiing
and illusrating books for all ages. Soma qf her shorr stories are published with
Guideposiz and HCT, Chrisyy gives all the glory to Gad s evervrlhing she does. 4
porion gf every book sold from the Small Bible Character Series will be donared
fo bairle human rgfficking, fyou anfor her bools, like" her auifor page on
Facebook and lef har know! You can buy her books af hips-Aswuw amazon.com.s/
rgf=dp_byiine_sr_book_l Mie=UTFREReld-author=Chrisry+Lowmandesgarch-ali
as=hooks &rext=Chrisiy=Lowmanderori=pelovancerank

You can reach her at kirosaww frcebook comdauthorChrisqLovwman or chyz-
nEsaansanalon. com.

e

" o [House
homes | Season

(828) 433-8455
1276 Burkemont Avenue

Morganton, NC 28655
www.claytonmorganton.com

The best time to
bag a trophy home.

Save thousands on a new home.
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PRUITT HEALTH WOULD LIKE TO SAY
“THANK YOU” TO THE VETERANS THAT HAVE

"i' PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

There's no place like home.

PruittHealth Home Health delivers premium care in the
comfort of your own home. Our clinicians provide nursing
services, physical and speech therapies, IV care, social
services, and more.

We provide the same exceptional service, with the same
caring staff, with a new name. The PruittHealth family is
growing, and we remain committed to caring for you and

your health.
Avery County: Mitchell County: Yancey County:
(828) 733-1550 (828) 488-34m (828) 682-7825

pruitthealth.com
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2 for 1225

America's most Receive 2 Audiotone Pro Appointments
recognized Contour Hearing Aids At $1225 are limited for
hearing aid for a limited time only this exclusive

hra“d *alid at participating Miracka-Ear locations. 5a«imgs off list prica. ﬂffE‘ r
Mot walid on pravious purchasas,  Expires 118017

The freedom to hear better days is here

Enjoy football, bonfires, and pumpkin patches without worrying about asking people to repeat themsehves
or missing out on the conversation. Visit your local Miracle-Ear® location and a Hearing Instrument
Specialist can perform a FREE hearing test** to determine which solutions will work best for your lifestyle.

Is it just earwax? The Miracle-Ear Advantage
A miniature camera "tours” your ear canal. You

may not have a hearing loss, it may be nothing Personal relationship with a local
more than earwax. hearing professional

You can afford the nearly invisibile &5 Years of Innovation and over
hearing aid from Miracle-Ear with 1,300 locations nationwide

our financing options to fit your
budget. Ask your hearing specialist Free Lifetime Service and
for more information. annual hearing tests

Special Offer Ends November 30%
Call and Schedule your FREE HEARING TEST

Chad Parker, BC-HIS Marian Schneider Wendy Watson, BC-HIS

RATDMA EDAAD R HE'I".II'iI'Iﬂ Instrument &lEl:iiE"-!lt ~ RATEMAL BDAAD IR
CERTIRCATIN IMHEAFRL CERTRLATION | W HEAFRG
ISTAUMENT JLEMCES S TAUMENT SUEWCEE

LINCOLNTON : ASHEVILLE MORGANTON
143 Vandiver Dr ' 1638 Hendsrsomville R, Ste. 135 347 Sanford D,
980-533-0475 828-575-0161 828-528-4042

¢ LENOQIR i BURNSVILLE s MARION
_j' 320 Maorganiton Blwd, SW 363 West LIS HWY 18E 70 M. Main St., Suits 102

J 828-6468-5003 828-548-3549 o 828-237-1973
{Prome Code BRCN-1117.

Hemng wich o not rertors nued hewing. ndvidusl se-nsnces vy depsnding onasvsrry of beanng loa, scorssy o svdusoon, proper 5 ard skl iy o sdagt 4o splficovion. = Our bsenng e nd vides cioacopic nepscion we s
frea Hewing der i an sudisreinc tast to detsmine proper smplifizet on nesde only. Thess se not medizel s:ama or degncasas nor s they imended 1o rephecs w phasicin’s care. Fypoususpecs o medicsl problem, plesis sesh trsstma e dom
yeur decitor, Mo vl with sy ciber dcouni or offer. Dosn raoi spply io pror puechmsas. Cffar sepea THINIT.
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A Life Lived Mot Lost
Bv Marlene Houk

Burke Coungy

One ganerasion shall praise thy works to anoiher, and
shall declare thy mighiy act. Psalm 1454

The loss of a child ripples thronzh the lives of lovad
aaes and those who hear about the ragedy. Many par-
enfs live oo in disbelief, wondering bow they could have
anlived thewr child Even King David in the Bible com-
pletely shut down kis govermmental activities and concentrated wholly on praying
for his newhorn baby who was desperately 111 His tiny son died and David was
zhla to pen divine inspired words that have comforted 2 nmitimde of paranes.

I zhall go ta kime. bur be shall not return fo me. 2 Samual 12:23

This kiklical baby emiphasizes the fact that all buman life is pracions and makes
3 powsarful statemnent bevond their sarthly existence. Fing David's son’s shom
Iifie has shown to us that love wanscends the loss of a child and underscoras the
significance of & lifie lived, not lost.

Adichael and Cymihea Staton lost thair sixteen-vear-old danghrer, Victona, to
Cwsfic Fibrosts on Movember @, 2012, The grieving process urged her to write a
ook abour her path through the gnef and ber daughier’s finence on Cyarhea's
Jonmmey of farth,

The core maszaze of the book, A Lifs Lived Mot Lost, chronecles Cymthia®s
jonamey of hope. She saw the miracles of faith thoonsh Victora's eves as she
smuzzled with her dizeaze and than saw them throngh ber oowm eyes aftar ber sal-
vaton Cyorhia’s path to faith emerged from har danzhier's love for the Lord.

In a recent nfarview with Cymchia. T asked her more about ber book, A Life
Lived Mot Lozt

Interviewsr: Why did you write this bool?

Answear. Victoria touches thousands of lives even today, five years afier her pass-
ing. I'wanted everyone o kpow that God is abways thers even though wa doa't
ses Him Victona pointed me o God
thronzh ber kKindness and exampling
His love 1o me. [ watched Victora
and leamed God-sized lessons. One
fme, a3 she waited o her gurney

to anfer the operafng room 35 3
Iittle girl, Tomie (Victoria) notced

2 YOUnE WOILaAn Crving oo Ber own
ey across the room. Althouzh
Troarie had already received 2 ralax-
ant, she slipped off ber bed, crossed
the room and snugeled her special
SUrZery companion. a crocheted
augel dell, to the 19-year-old and
talked with her. It was simyple acts of
love such as this that T remamberad,
and they helped me to understand
Gropd's love for me.

Whan [ got saved, Torre knew as
so00n as she came doam to break £ast
that I had received Christ My eyes
ware openad, and T saw Victoria
differently. Toarie assured me that Fesns would never drop me. Althongh it burt o
ralive the memories, this was my pupose. The hardest part of wridng the book
was that I wrote the second half of the ook frst which recordsd my thoushts
after she passed away.

What iz the core message of the book?

Amzwar: (zod 15 abways with vou. For eachk person. God bas 2 porpoze. Victora's
parpods was complated, pomnting me to God. I could pow carry on her legacy
berauze har body could no longer carry har,

Which chapter of the bool: iz most meaninzfal to you?

Anzwar. Tha last chapiar, #24-Comnplaons the Cincle, 15 the most meaningful

to me. When oy father discoversd his ver cancer, his bardaned besit sofreped.
and I'was able to lead kim to the Lord. T explainad o my father abour God n the
same way that Victeria had explaived Eon o me, slowly and lovingly T found moy
parpose in belping others such as my father to fnd God.

A few months after that, Gerald Eaya, mry father died ar Coney Island Hospital
in Brooklyn 3T Thad prointed him fo Jasus just like my danghter had pointed me
to the Savior of the world.

Do vou plan fo write another boolc?
Amzwar: I'm working oo a devaostonal to help others walk through grief in the loss
of a child

A Life Lived Mot Lost will be available oo Amezon in Tamazry 23, 2018, eryon
can puachase a signed copy from ber website: www anthorcynthizstaton. com
Cworkiz denstes 3 porticn of the proceads fom the sale of her books to children in
need and also o help pay for the funerals of children Cwoflda is also avatlable for
speaking engagements. Wou may contact ber at: cyuthia@authorcynthuastaton com
(B28) 380-5371

Mariene Houk iz a resular confributor fo Blue Rides Chriztian News. Her passion
i fo dehve deeply fnfo the frurhs gf Bible women and fo discurs thaze in Bible

Studies called Backstage Pazs fo Bible Women. She and ker hishand discover jay,
nurinre, and challenge in therr church. Her contact is marlenahoub@belizouth net

Mountaineer Pawn Shop

12513 5. 226 Hwy.
Spruce Pine, NC

THANKSGIVING

SALE

Thanksgiving sale on selected jewelry -

with up o 80% OFF
Buy now or lay-away for Christmas!
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DON'T FORGET WE BUY GIFT CARDSI
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Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400
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Avery County FFA Host PALS
Program for Heritage

Homeschoolers

By Gwen Clark
Avary Coundy

FEA members, hosted the Avery Coumty Heritage Home
School smdents for a PALS program.  PALS (Parmers
in Active Learming Support) is 3 program of the Maticnal
FEA Orzanization. The PALYS Prozram can work with all
fypes of educational suppont actvites and fun, kands-on
leaming activides fior children in elementary and middle
school  Avery County FFA has worked with the PATLS Program through their
work with tatoring. teaching hands-on agriculmre lessons to local elementary
and middle schools, and working with local home school proups.  Bdany Avery
County FEA members have worked with the PATS Program and this school year
has started off with & snccessful program with the Asvery County Heritage Home-
schoolers.

34 smdents with the Heritage
Homeschoolers meet on Monday,
Orctober 16, 2017 to leam showut
growing pumpkins and the edibles
parts of pumpkins, beekeeping and
the mportance of bees to agricul-
ture, and to explore the commpo-
nents of the soil.

Drawrson Buchanan is a Senior at
Awery High whers is he involved
with FFA BETA Smdent Govern-
ment and the Theater Department.
He is the current Stodent Govern-
ment President and he is 3 Northwest Fegion FFA Vice President
Drravson presented his portion of the PATLS Program on Pumpkins. He cut open
a giant pumpkin and taught the lavers of the puoopkin and bow the seads were
formed After his presentation, the students ate roasted pumipkin seeds and each
student decorated a ministure white pumpkin to take home.

Blake Williams is 8 Sendor at Avery High and is imvolved with FFA BETA,
T5A and 1= 3 sport Athlete. Blake is an svid ontdoorsmen and i=s an Eagle Scoat.
He haz berome 3 master beskeeper. He presentad his portion of the program on
Beekeeping the importance of bees to agriculural crops, and had samples of
honey for the students to Ty,

Mrs. Gwen Clark, retived Azriculmre teacher/FEA Advisor presented the impor-
fance of the soil to all agrioulitural crops and each smdent made “dirt cups™ from
coeokies and pudding, which provided for another tasty treat.

The students and parents had many questions and each lesson presanted is part
of the science cormicuium,

A special thank- you goes out to Avery County Manager Phillip Bamier The
BATS Program nsed the County Board room for the presentations.

Mers. Gwen Clark iz the dAgricultural Education TeacherFEd Advisor af dvery
Couniy High School. She & g praduate gf NC State University (B5) and NCO A &

T State University (ML4). She is a National Board Certified Teacher and has been
feaching for 22 years. She and her hushband, Dee Clark, have been married for 16
yaars and attend Crossnore Baptist Chunch.

Be caraful for nothing; bud in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let porr reguests be made krown unie God. Philippians 4:6

VETERANS DAY

We give Thanks for our Veterans and our customers
Thanks and God Bless!

394 East Main St. Best Food

Burnsville, NC 828-678-3388 and Prices!

McDowell Tech

2nd Highest Ferforming
Community College—Again!
By Michael Lavender

MeDoweal] Coungy

For the second vear in a row, McDoweall Techmical
Connmmity Collegs has been ranked second hizhest
performing college among the 58 commmnity colleges
in Morth Caroling.

The ranking is an anmaal assessment by the Morth
Caroling Commmity College System (WOCCS) o
determine how each of the stare’s community colleges
stack up against seven performance criteria that mea-
sure smdent success.

“T've smd it before and I'1l say it agsin—onr facnlty and staff are some of the
best anywhere,” said Dr. Joln Gossett, McDoaell Tech’s president. “While we
have much more limited resources than schools n wealthier commminities and
with larger endowments, our folks conbinne fo perform better than almost all
of those colleges, whether you're talking about larger schools, smaller schools,
mare wealthy schools, schools whose students enter college with better academic
performance and so on.”

The 2017 Performance Measures Summary identifies seven key areas that state
education leaders use to measure performance progress: Basic Skills Progress,
English Success Fuate, Math Success Faate, First Year Progression, Curmicnhom
Completion Fate, Licensure snd Certification Passing Fare and Transfer Perfor-
mance. Besults of each messure are compared in several ways, mclnding indi-
vidual colleps performance mesnared apamst a baseline, performance measared
against the averape performance of all 58 colleges and performance measared
against an “Excellence” standard established by WECCS administrators.

Dir. Gossett and Ladelle Harmon, Director of Instimtional Effectivensss, shared
specifics from the performence summary with MTOC Trustees at the board's
manthly mesting n mid-September. Harmon told trustees that all 58 colleges
were scored according to how many measures met or excesded the “Excellence™
standard, how many exceeded the average of all colleges but did not meet the
“Excellence™ standard, how many were above the baseline bt did not mest the
averagze of all colleges and bow many did not meet the baselins.

“We were sbove the baseling in all seven measures, exceeded in the “Excel-
lemce’ standard on four measures, and exceedsd the state averape of all comnm-
nity caolleges on two additional measures ™ said Harmon

Bioard members were very proud and complimentary of the collema’s faculty
and staff, pardcularly since the college not
only performed well in the overal]l perfor-
mance rapking, but had first, second and
ihird place rankings in three of the seven
individual measures: Credic Math Success,
Credit English Success, and Licensure and
Certification Passing Fate, respectvely.

Cradit Math Success measures the
percentaze of first-time 4ssociate Depres
sepking and transfer pathway students whoe
pass a credit-bearing hath course with a
“C™ or better within two years of their first
term of enroflment. Cradit Englich Success
measures the same thing, but in English. Li-
censure and Certfication Passing Fate mea-
sures the ageTegate institutional passing rate
of first-time test tikers on state-mandated
licensure and certification exams required
before becoming an active practtioner ina  MTCC Prasidens, D John Gosser
particalar profession.

In overall performance, BdcDiowell Tech mailed first place finisher Coasial
Caroling Commumity Collese for the second year in 2 row. Only one measnrs
separated McDowell Tech from Coastal Carelina’s ranking: Comicufum Coomple-
tion Fate. BMTCC was one of 21 collemss who fell just below the state average in
this category. 7 colleges did not even meet the baseline for this mezsure

“The know that we have to continue working on our Carricnhom Completion
Bate ™ said Gosseft. “We had already begun puiting measures in place that we
think will belp more of our students complete their degress, but it takes tme for
those efforts o pay off for us.”

The college is working more pro-actively with stodents who appear to be fall-
ing behind in completing their degree. “We have o help people overcome the
ohstacles that stand in the way of them completing a degree and becoming swc-
cessfnl ” Gossett continned.

“In addifion we are doing things like making diploma programs availsble in
spme curricubom aress for stodents who decide in mid-siream that they do not
want to conplete a full associate degres in their chosen field. bat are able to
complete a shorter diploma program ™ szid Dr. Perry Cross, Vice-President of
Leaming and Smdent Services. “Having that credential will kelp open more doors
for them professionally as well ™

Fosseft thanked the board of tastes members for their support and accolades,
“It is great to see oo performance and the success of our students in black-and-
white,” Gossent concluded, “Tat it is even more fmportant for our folks to know
that they are valuable and valued. We have been providing quality education in
McDowell County for 50 years now, and this ranking prowes it.™

Michael is the Meadia and Promrotions Dinecior for WeDowell Tech tn Marfon, NC'
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Morganton Seventh-Day
Adventists Church

Thankful to Be Giving
By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke County

Humnidreds of academic professiomals gathered to
bomor 3 man who had earned a Hobel Prize m scence.
backstape with the wives of other men who would
be bonored also. The wife of the Mobel Prize winner
didn’t seem particularly excited. The other wonien
asked ber why.

“How can I be happy with a bushamd like that?™ she asked, and went on to
describe a rather pathetic home life.

Tmmediately the other womnen chimed in “Why, that’s my story exactly!™ All
kad the same experience of neglect and sbuse

While cameras flashed on the stage and dignitaries gave admining speeches. a
wvery different story was noveiled backstaze. Those closest to the honorees could
only describe 8 conumon misery,

It is one thing to be nghr. Itlsmulﬁawmgtubemca Inspnsnblet-nhaw
a kigh IQ (Intellizence Quonent),
bt a very lor EQ) (Eindness
Cuotient). i

EQ or Kindness Quotient has to  fe
do with our interpersonal relatons.
Smccess m life results not simply
from bow smart we are, but from
how we reat other people. The
kindness factor makes all the dif-
ference.

Eindness is one of God’s atmac-
tve atiributes. He is “grocions
and marcifld, slow fo anger, abum-
dant in Hndnazs ™ (Neh 317

The pzabmist agserts, “His mar-
il Eimdness is great fovward ws ™
(B 1172

Eindness looks for oppormnities
to do others pood. It delights in
making others happy. Kindness is
niot demanding; it is giving.

As we approach Thankssiving, consider a little exira tendermess in your heart.

We hawe so roach to be thankfnl for! It is easy to guickly say we are thankful for

our family, a job, or even food on the table. But what about the mail camer who

delivers your mail and packages in a varety of weather elements almost every
day or the co-worker that goes the extra mile to help yon with a task at your job?
Then, there is the nnexpected card or phone call of encouragement that arives
exactly when you need it the moast.

Think of what the atmosphere in our homes would be like if we all were a little
kinder Think of what the werkplace would be like if we were a litle kinder.
Think of what our schools, our churches, and our committess wonld be like if we
were 2 little kinder.

Tast like frudr trees produce fmit_ . Eindness produces kindness. The people
arond us offen reflect back the sttimdes we project toward them. They are like
DITTors imaging what we are.

We sometimes feel “empry-handed”™ in the giving deparment, Tt surely we can
find a kittle kindness to give each day. We mly can be thankfal to give!

The lirile girl was on target who one night prayed, “Lord, help all the bad
people to be good, and help all the good people to be kind ™

Why not think of someone yon can perform an act of kindness for today? You
will be thankful that vou did! There really is “Thanks" in the “giving ™

Rick Mercar iz the pastor af the Morganton Seventh-day ddventizt Church ar
2157 Jomestown Road, Morganion. Thay can be reached at §70-820-35492 or
Cimercariaitas. net. Check ont www.morganionsda.org. Thar passion it fo share
the lowve af Jesus with all who will listen.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

*argonalized Care

Excellence in

- In-Home Care for Children & Adulis = Private Pay
= CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
= CAP Choice = W& Homemaker Serice
= Pediatric Murse Aids = Companion/Sitter
= Respite

Our In-Homa Aides are supanised by a registersd nurse
who is avaiiable during alf hours workad by the alda.

Phone (828) "fﬁ 4343 » {%ﬁj ?h'-r 4340

v Care af NC

Memibe r. ' The Azzo

HaGR l]'l e I| |I |I S
i

828-682-9675

A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE!

HONORS elite

www. brenews. com
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Lloyd Bailey’s Latest Volume

On Sale
535.““ in November

THE HERITAGE OF THE
TOE RIVER VALLEY
VOLUME X1l
2016

Thie First Woaio Wan

The old soldiers have all gone to rest now, nearly one thou-
sand of them from the Toe Biver Valley. Thew stmggles have
been largely forgotten, partly because the Army discouraged
them from talkmg about 1t and forbade them to keep dianes.

The present volume 15 an attempt to preserve their memory.

DELLINGER'

Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

275 Locus! fwenue = Sprace Pine, NG 28777
Mon-5af 9:30am-5:30pm - (2281 TE5-T 188

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OB and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your
family before and
after yvour delivery.

Call today to
schedule an
appointment!

‘%0 MCHP

MOUNTAIM COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHMERSHIP

Providing prenatal and family care
for more than 70O vears!

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Celo
675-4116

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Bakersville
688-2104

The Christmas Story Comes Alive
By Sylvia Murphey
Madizon County

As 3 mimistry onireach fo the comnmmnity, Gabriels
Creek Baprist Church at 111 Gabriels Creek Church Boad
in Mars Hill will be pressnring its seventh annual LTVE
drive-through Christmas Pageant on Saturday, December
9 and Sundsy December 10 from §:00 to 8200 pm. {rain
of shine). One will see the portrayal of the Angel’s visit to
Wary through Jesus® ascension into heaven as you tour in
the warmith and coonfort of your vehicle.

The tour begins cutside the litile town of Bethlehem  One will be able to sea
the shepherds and where the birth of Jesus took place with live animals sur-
rounding the stable. Trawvel
through the little town of
Bethlehern with shops where
people in Fesns' day were
shle to buy commadities
and transact business. Sea
the residents of Bethlshem
worshipping in the teniple.

At this point one will be-
Ein to see some of the minis-
mes/mirscles of Jasus—the
healing of the blind man,
calling ount his fishermen dis-
ciples and lettimg them know
they wounld now be fishers
of men rather than fish He
is chown spesking with the
hated Samaritan worman and
then raising the dmghter of
Tzirus from the desd.

Jesus then begins his
final few days on earth. He
is taken to Pilate’s Hall,
condemned beaten and
then bears his owm cross to
Calvary. One will then find
the tomb empiy on the day
of His resurrection when He
srose. The finsle shows Je-
sus ascending into heaven fo
b= with His hesvenly Father

Ome will not be disap-
pointed i attending this
“Life of Christ” porizayal
People have been very
complimentary and end

nights it is piven. There is
oo charge and no reserva-
tions required.  Fast comes
as you are aod imvite friends
to aftend with you. Bring
the children in their paja-
mas since you will not have
1o exit your vehicle ar amwy
nme. Rev Gary Coates,
Pastor, and our charch fam-
ity invite and weloomwe you
and your family to zo back
in time and visit with them
in Bathlehem

Information ditec dons:
“isit the Gabriels Cresk
Church Facebook paze or
ermnail edu
or call 828-682-6755 or 828-
206-6755.

Syhig Murphey iz a member qf Gabrigls Creek Baptist Church, works in the pag-
aani az well as does the papean? publiciyy  She retived from Mars Hill Unhersily
in 2012 with 43 years gf ervice a5 an adminisiraine azsisiani. Sidvia Iives in
Bald Creek Communily of Tancey County. She is deepily imahved with the mis-
stans eutreach af her church and is @ velunteer for both MemoryCare (a mongrafit
phyaician 5 affice in _Asheville caring for paients/fomilies qifecred by dementia)
and the Mountam 4drea Pregrancy Services i Mars Hill.  For guestions or
SArther informarion, please contact Syivia Murphay ar smurphey@imhu.edu or call
B25-681-4735 (home) or 828-208-6737 feall)

And let the peace of God rule in your hearrs, to the which alve ye are called
im one body; and be ye thamigfhl Colossians 3:15-17
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Emergency Management
Landscape Gardening
Office Finance

Office Software

McDowell Technical Community College C’cﬁ(&m Ot 50° Uomiversary !
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery County Chamber

HNowvember 15 Holiday Market, Buckeye Fecreation Center, Beech Mountain
Diecember 1 Christmas Parade Dioemtown Mewland
December 2 A4 Small-Town Christmas & Parade of Lights Bamner Elk

Burlze County

Burlke Couniy Chamber

Hovember 16, 2017 Thursday, 3:30-5:00 Event

5:00-7-30 Open to Public

Foothills Higher Education Center

2128 Sterling St. Morganton

Business Showcasa

What is your faworite Olympic Sport or Team?

This year's thems iz World Games and can be any feam or sport.
Past, Present or Puiare!

The Chamber will be Sport Sailing =0 jump oo board with your best theme and
see If you can win the

Gold, Silver or Bronze Bedal

Catawhba River Baptist Aszociation - Fenew: Bresthing Mew Life into
Sundsy School, High Pesk Baprst Clurch 3073 High Peak Fd, Valdese MC,
Nowvember 6, at 7-00 pm, Speaker is Dr. Ken Hemplifl

CGreat Hope Seventh-Day Adventist Church OFf Valdese will be celebrating
their ope-vear anniversary with 2 special Crestion Weekend will be celebrated
HNowvember 4 and 5 at Great Hope Seventh-day Advenfist Church located at
2907-I, US Hwy 70 in Drexel (across from the Foothills Thrift Store). Fetired
science teacher from Mt Piszah Acadery, George Grow will be the fascinst-
inz speaker for the Satordsy worship service at 11:30 am entifled, "Moah Built
an Ark." and 2:00 pm afternoon seminar enfitied, "Under Water " The pulblic is
imvited.

Sundzy aftermoon, November 5, 2:30 at the Old Eock School's Waldensian
Foom in Valdese, an incredible and coovincing movie, "Is Genesis History 7,
will be shown. This features over a dozen scientists and scholars explaining
how the world intersects with the history recorded in Genesis. From rock layers
to fossils, from lions to stars, from the Bible to artifacts, this fascinating film
will change the way vou see the world. The film's goal is to provide a reason-
ghle case for Crestion in six normal daws, a real Adsam and Eve, an actual fall a
global flood, and a fower of Babel. Dr. Diel Tackesit, I:l'EIh}IEIf"'I'!ETﬂIﬂlP'I'ﬂJ
ect" serves as your goide—kiking throngh canyons, climbing up moontains,

and diving beloar the sea—in an exploration of tao competing views. . one
compelling tmth. Please invite your family and friends, aspecially teenagers
and young adults. A love offering will be taken,

HOLIDAY COOEING—-PLANT-BASED will be Toesday, Movember 7, 00
pm upsiairs in the (01d Rock School in Valdese The charge is 58 which covers
handounts, food samples, food demonsrations and inspiration o cook healthfuol-
ly. Pre-register by calling Sharyn st 828-334-0084. Sponsored by Great Hope
Seventh-day Adventist Chaoch of Valdesa.

Morganton Seventh-day Advenfisi-Burke Connty - God's Closet - Morzan-
ton FREE Shop Day will take place oo Friday, Movember 3rd | from 200 2.m
nnfil 12200 pm Thers will be FREE children's clothing, shoes and bedding
Ho docwmentation required. We do ask that all shoppers pay a 51 entry fea.
This event will take place at the Morganton Seventh-day Adwventist Church,
2187 Jamestown Foad, Morganton, 1.C.

If you or someone von know in the Burke County area is in need of a
Thanksziving Food Basket, please call or text Eiersten at 828-803-5746 by
Howvember 13th (This dismbution is sponsored by the Morganton Seventh-day
Agdventist Advenmrer Chab).

Aplow Intermational Hickory Lighihouse Hiclory - Lizhthouse meetings are
the second Saturday of each month.

McDowell County

Marion Community Building Movember 11, 2017 | 2200 am J. Andrew Wag-
ner, [SA Certified Arborist, from Heartwoodires. com will present on proper
pruming technigues on Sanardsy, November 11 at @ zm &t the Marion Com-
mumity Building, 191 M. hain 5t Marion We will then have a hands-on mee
pruning demoastration. For the praning demonsiration, the mee that will be
used for the demonstration was planted by the City of Manono to honor Geneva
Blanton in January 2000, The workshop will conclude at noon.

This workshop is idezl for landscape professionals, school maintenance
workers, resl estate agents and homeowners. Landscaps Contractor Comfinmn-
inz Education credits (2.5L) have been approved and Pesticide Recertification
credits have besn applied for

The workshop is hostad by City of Maron Tree Board and Morth Caroling
Cooperative Extension-}cDowell County Center. Cost of the workshop is
310, Pleass make checks payable to MOCE-McDowell Connny Center. Mail to:
HCOCE-McDowell County Center, 60 East Court 5t Marion, HC 28752, Ques-
tionsT Please contact MMolly Sandfoss 828-652-8104

CGrace Commmnity Church—New Prayer Line Lannches in Manon, Morth

Carolins - Tames 5:16 says “The praver of a nghteous man is powerful and ef-
fective ™ A. J. Gordon said, “You can do more than pray after yon have prayed,
bat you camnot do more than pray until you have prayed. ™ Churches in McDow-
gll County believe God’s Word and agree with A, T, Gordon. That's why they
have launched 659-PRAY, a praver line where people can call anytine, leave 3
message and Enow that churches m McDowell County will be praying for them.
Here's oy it works. The prayer line (659-FFAY) is housed at Freedom Life
Minismies (freedomlifeministmies org). Each day prayer requests will be sent to
25 parmenng churches n McDowell County who will imomediately send those
requests to prayer warriors in their chnrches who will pray for them The effect
iz knowing that your prayer request is coverad daily by hindreds of people
across MeDowell Coummey. §59-PRAY will begin on September 1. Bamveen now
and then plesse ask your pastor If your church is mvolved. If not, encouragze
your lezders to reach out and get on board. For more information, please call
Fobin at (828) 714-9300 — Contact: Chris Allison Cell Phone: 828-558-7312
E-Mail: chrisimrocketsleddesipn com.

Mitchell County

All Saimts of America Orfhodox - On Samrdays beginning in June, All Saints
of America Orthoedoo Mission will be having Divine Linogy at the meenng ball
located at Trimity Episcopal Church, 15 Hemlock Ave, Sprace Pime. MC 2E777.
The Limnargy will be served weekly on Satardays at 11:00 AM Fr. Steven Wabh,
the priest appointed to serve the new mission will be officiating. While All
Saintz of Americs Orthodox Mizsion is 2 part of the Bussian Orthodeox Church,
all services are performed in the English language. Afterwards, all are fmvited
to a picwic at 1064 Deer Park Lake Bd. Spruce Pine, NC.

Bear Creel: Bapfist Church-Ledger - Movember 12th following the Moming
Worship there will be a Chnrch-wide Thanksziving Meal.

The Sunday Might Service will be a Talent Shanmg Might. Sign-up sheets are
on bulletin boards at front and back of church
Celebrate Recovery

Thas is a Christ and Bibliczl Based Program, giving hip znd belp for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Awy guestions contact Josh
Wise(m 385-0061

There will be a mesting every Thursday might with someone there to talk to
men, women, and their families

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Cahvary Chapel Chorch in Asheville
is sponsoning A hoome fellowship and Bible Smdy i Spruce Pine. The fellow-
ship is beld on Thursdsy evenings at 7:00pm at 79 Sean Dr. (Estatoe area—ioff
Brushy Creek Fd). Call Tohn Jackson TE0-793-3799 for mformation and direc-
tions. And bring your Bible.

Charis Children"s Foundation: Meet and prest. It 1s Nowv 4 from 2-4 at The
Bridge WM. There will be lizght bors d'oeuvres and a presentation at 3 pm
datailing our vision The board will be there to mest and answer any questions
people have. We will be taking information for velintesrs for fotore events and
hopefully will have sone representation from D55, o if people want to sigo up
for foster care classes they can

We are believing God is about to do a mighty work i this compmnity!!
Great Things Are Going to Happen Jobhn and Stephymia Limongzello

Spruce Pine Cifizens and Businesses—Dnue to the outpouring of complaints

of speeding on Oak Ave., We will start a zero tolerance for any speeding inside
the city limirs in Spmce Pine. NC. Effective Wed. Mov 1 we will start enforcing
the speed limits and the citation will be issued by the state. Everyone make your
travels to Sproce Pine 3 Safe and Slow trip!!

Spruce Pime First Bapfist Chorch Drop-Off Center for Shoe Boxes - 125 Tap-
pan 5t. Spruce Pine, WC 28777, 828-765-0411

Hours 8:00 AX - &00 PM Mondsy - Sunday, November 13-19, Monday lo-
vember 20 hours 8200 AM - 2:00 PRI

Support Group For Caregivers OFf Those With Memory Loss To Hold
Meetings The First Friday Of Each Menth From 1-3PM Care & Share, a
pewly-fommed support group for caregivers of loved ones who have memory
loss, will hold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice & Palliative Care of
the Blne Fidze, 236 Hospital Dr. in Sproce Pime, from 1200 BB o 3:00 BB
High Country Caregiver Foundstion welcomes and encourages all caregivers to
attend.

Farmilies desling with 8 loved one with memory loss can guickly become
exhsusted, ranmatized, and isolated, and this new groop intends o provide
support, fendship, education, information and referrzls for caregivers. Bonthly
meefings beld oo the first Priday of each month will offer refreshments and
fellowship. There will be opportumities for caregivers to tell their stories, learn
useful tps, wade information, and give and gain support o others in the sames

For further information about the sroup and the mesting plesse contact Su-
zanne Russell at (714) §14-5887 or Janet Ouzis at joatousis(@yahoo com.

Aitchell Baptist Association - 1E7Tth Awenal Session Baptist State Convention
of MC Mow. §-7, Joseph 5 Eonry Coovention Center Graenshorn, MC Thems:
Peturn to Me

www. brenews. com
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Bits ' Pieces

Aflitchell County Chamber - Ower There and Ower Here: World War I in the
Monntzms. Don't miss our special Veteran's Day Celebration on Movember
Sth at 7:00 p.m a0 the Mitchell County Sentor Citizens Center. We will have a
special program on World War I in the Toe Fiver Valley with presentar Jonathan
Benneit.

Toe River Arts Opens Bi-Annual Stndis Tour Exhibifion In Spruce Pine
It"s only the very beginning of the holiday seasom in the mountams, bat alrsady
leaves have mrned brlliant and fallen, holiday get-togethers are being planned
and the Toe Fiver Arts Smdio Tour Participant Exhibition is sbont to begin—
Mowvember 18 art their Sproce Pine facility 3t 260 Oak Avenue. It may be too
soon fo enjoy a rezl nip in the air, bat not too early to visit the gallery and see
work from all the artists on this year’s Holiday Tour (December 1-3).

With over 100 arfists in the 58 simdios submitting work, the walls and the ped-
estals will be filled from gallery front to back with pew and exciting work. And
this tour feamres 13 arbists—aew or remuming after 3 multi-yesr hismes.

Bed Cross Blood Dionation

The American Bed Cross serving Mitchell and Yancey County has vohmtesr
positions open 25 Blood Donor Ambassadors assisting in the areas of Feception
and Hospitality af locsl blood drives in Sproce Pine snd Burnswilla. With the
need for blood donations increased dunng the bolidays, this #s a critical role and
meaninzful way to sarve an wrgent need through the Bed Cross. Dirives are hald
at the First Baptst Chnrch of Spruce Pine and the Higgins Memorizl MMethodist
Clmrch i Burnswille. Violunteers serving in this role belp the Bed Cross provide
& great blood donation experience for donors - belping to save lives. For more
information and to apply go to hitp:/fwww redcross orgfrolunteeror contact
Eimberly Brewster, Volunteer Services Specialist supporting the Mitchell and
Yancey area blood drives at kimberly brewster/@redcross.org or B28-333-0209.

Spruce Fine Farmer's Marlket - We will have food for any mood!!! Winter
sqnash tomatoes. cabbage potatoes, cucnwbers, bell peppars, kale, mmstard,
chard, nicrogreens, collards, eggs, pork, beef, cookies, ciabaita, scones, brown-
ies, cheess sirip. You can also find essential oils to heal and help with what ails
you! Come out and s=e us, Wedpesdays 2-5 in the parking lof under the blue
Tenfs.

Tipion Hill Communiiy Foupdation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast, the
first Sanrday each month. 7:30 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Church across
from Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemade sausape. scrambled eggs, gravy,
jellies juice and coffee. Eat in or take-out. all fomds support the Tipton Hill
Conmnity Fonndation.

Women"s PFrayer Brealifast: If yon would hike to join 8 group of women whao
are dedicated to praying, leaming about God's will, and felloeashipping, come
join us for bregkfast at DT 's in Spruce Pins. We will be ending by 10:00am.
Crpen to all-for more information call Barbara Harrell at 828-467-3644 or email
at barbarahj@bronews. com.

Yancey County

Higpinz Memorial Unifed Methodist Church - ROC Gottem’ Rockin® Talent
Show Movember 12, 5 pm — 8 pm Bumswille Towm Center, § South Main Sest
It's your tims to shine! Can yon sing? Can you dance? Can you entertain the
crowd? Jom the tri-comnty talent show! The event is fres, any donation will ben-
efit local charties. Some snacks and drinks will be provided. There are prizes
and raffles available o win Participants will bave the oppormmity w© collaborate
on a new albnm with Christizn rap artist, ROC. Talent show from 3-6:30, con-
cert from &:30-8:00, featuring FIOC and special guest, FLUXY Diaddy Becords.
Second Event: 15th Anmmal Thanksgiving Compunity Dinner
Thursday, Movember 23, 11 am — 2 pm
Hizgzins Memorial URIC, 101 W MMain Street, Bumsville
Joinus on Thanksgiving Day for 2 free meal. Higgins serves around 1,500
meals to the comrmumity on Thanksgiving If yvou wonld like to belp serve,
please call 828-683-2835 to find out about opportunities. If von are homebound
and living in the Bumsville area_ please call that mumber to inguire abowt having
meals dpliversd.

Shoal Creek Baptist Church - Praise Night, Samrday Mov 4, 2007 at 7:0:0 P
with Beyond Measure

Yancey County hMeals om Wheels (Burnsville) — Volantesers needed to deliver
meals to Yancey County shnt-ins, any weekday, 10:30 am - noon. If yon wounld
like to voluntesr, please call the Yancey Connty Senior Center at 828-682-6011.

Maviand Commumity Colleze

For more info Contact Allen Cook

CuickBooks Test Drive Series

Want to fry it before you buy it? Tanght by a CPA, this four-class senes allows
students to work with 2 sample business to leam the features of Cuickbooks.
This clzss typically costs 5200 per student, bat is being offered free through the
Mayland Small Business Center! Seats are limited s0 sizn up today.
Introdncton o QuickBooks: Class Ooe (3 Hours)

Tanght by a practicing CPA who knows all the tricks, tips, and frends related
to OmickBooks. Class one of this four class series will disoass the feamres

of CuickBooks Coline and compare it to ChickBooks deskiop. Determine if
OuickBooks 1s 3 nght for you by "test driving™ the softerare on 3 sample busi-
ness. Computers with CuickBooks installed will be available to nse at this class.
11728, T, 5:30-8:30 pm.

Fee Warved Sisk-Mormis

Yancey 828.766.1295

QuickBooks Test Drive: Class Two (3 Hours)

CnickBooks tanght by a CPA! Class two will focus on sefting up QaickBooks in
A meanmet that will work best for your basiness. Explore feamures while learning
how to lannch QuickBooks the right way. Class will work with a sample busi-
pess downloaded on the Mayland computers.

11730, Th, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Fes Waived Sisk-Adomis

Yancey 828 7661295

CickBooks Test Drive: Class Three (3 Hours)

Thi= class will focus on recording income and expenses in Cuickbooks as well
as balancing transactions. We will slso look at varions scensrios that youar busi-
ness may face when keying fransactions mto CaickBooks. This 3 great class to
zat answers fo (uickBooks questions.

125, T, 5:30-8:30 pm

Fee Waived Sisk-Momris

Yancey B28.766.1295

QuickBooks Test Drive: Class Four (3 Hours)

The final class of this series will explore the use of QuickBooks for payrell
Leam bew to s2t up payroll and cuf checks nsing ChaickBooks payroll feammes.
Cut checks and make deposits on 2 ssmple business in this test drive of the most
popular small business accounting platform in nse.

127, T, 5:30-8:30 pm

Fee Waived Sisk-Momis

Yancey 828 766.1295

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recoverny
Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from

Addiction Through Christ

Mountain Community Health
Partnership

Mountain Community Health Partnership's
Outreach And Enrollment Department
Receives Western NC Mini-Grant.

Ey- Amber Dillinger

Mountain Comnmmity Health Parmership (MCHP) is
pleased to snnoumee that their Ondreach snd Enrollmernt
Dieparoment has besn swarded a 10, 500 Wini-Grant
Award. The aorard amoumnt will be used to support our
Hezlth Centers Affordabls Care Act Ouireach and BEorollment efforts. It will allow
us to purchase nesded cutresch materials and advertize our services during Cpen
Enrollment.

MCHP was among nine organizations in Western MNorth Caroling to receive
maney for our effonts. We would like to thank Eate B. Feynolds Charitable Trast
gnd W Get Covered for this sward and for their suppor:.

Affordable Care Act/Health Insurance Marketplace Open Enrollment will begin
on Movember 15t and will end oo December 15th this vear. For free assistance,
please call 638-6621.

For more mformation, or to leam more abont our healih center please contact:
Amber Dhllinger, Owtreach and Enrollment 828-688-6621 adillnger@mchp.care

Amber Dellinger iz the Oureach and Enrollmet Corfified Applicatnon Counselor
af Bakersville Communify Health Centar

warw. brenews com
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Learning from Children

D, Tomn Walkes
MeDowall Conraty

Isaiah 11:8 says, "The woll alzo shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall e down with the kd, and the caffland the
youmg lion and the fatiing rogether; and a lirle child shall lead

them.”

The Scriptare which I have referred to in the begmning of

this article, has refarence to 3 coming fme that we czll the Millennial Beign of
Christ mpon the eanth in a fiinwe day. The charch will be raptured out of this world
(Pevelation 4:1). After that there will be a seven-year Tribulation Period upon the

earth, a thousand-vear earthly reign of Christ that will follow, and finally new heav-

ens and 8 new earth (2 Peter 3:10-13)

SOUTHWEST

Tr ading
COMIPANY

ordal dam o
B28-765-8261

'T9 Oak Ave,

| ekl
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Spruce Pine Tire

828 765 2186

Monday-Friday 7am-Spm
97T Oak Ave Spruce Pine NC 28777

o COOPERTIRES
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The Litersl interpretation of Isatah 11:6 is that children will be sble to lead wolves,
leopards, and Lioas in the coming 1,000-year reizn of Christ on the eanth. Those
kinds of animals during that time will lose their desire for meat and will eat vegeta-
hles. It will be safe for a Little child to heve snimals for pets that are Listed in our text
verse. That is the primary interpretztion of what that verse says.

I am going to make 3 secondary application. In our text werse we have children
leading previously wild animals. However, I wamnt us to coasider this verse in the
kizht of children teaching adults valuable lessons. We seek to teach and train chil-
dren, bt there are mamy things we can leam from them if we observe them care-
fally.

Lezson About Unconditional Love

Ome of the most needed mairs. adults need to possess is an mnconditional love.
This is a reference to love withowt conditions. Somefimes we want 10 love a person
bacauze they meet all of our expectations for them What about those times when
somepns does not always do the way, act and react the way you want them to do?
‘Thar is where love without conditions steps in and takes ower. This kind of love =tll
lovves when there are fewr reasons to love. Eids do not love on the basis of conditions
Tt rather spontaneonsly.

(Fod loves us with an unconditionsl love. He knows werymmgahmﬂus and sall
vet He loved vou and me. God declares in Jeremyiah 31:3, "7 have dned thee with an
avernastimg love... " The love of God for s ﬂiﬂmmﬂmm&ﬂunlutmhnr
Y.

Lezson About the Spirif of Forgivens:s

I have been privileged to raise fnr children and have thireen grandchildren. I
have observed some very Important things in kid's relatonships fo one aonother T
have waiched grandchildren fight and stnggle with ome another. They can become
mad enonzh with one another o about choke each other and look a3 frasirated as a
bull in & china closet. In 2 short while they go outside to play with one another, act-
ing as though nodung ever happened.

Adults are 3o different. When an adult is wronged by another person he or she
tends to want o hold a prodsze and not forgmve the one who gave the offense. That is
not the conrse of behavior the Dord wants ns to ke, Marhew §:14-15 says: “For §f
wa forghae man thetr trespasses, vour hamanly Father will alse fhreive you but {fye
Jorshag mof man therr frespasses, peithar will your Father foreive your frespasses.”
That is plsin, pointed, precise language.

Many people miss blessings because they will not forgive someons who they felt
has wrong them Lef's be more like little children in the sense of being walling to
forgive those who mespass agamst ns. Since the Lord forgave ns wien we believed,
we shonld be ready to forgive those who Tespass agzinst us. Keep short offense ac-
coumnts with others.

Lesson About Friendliness

S0 mamy adults are lacking in social skills. Some complain sbout not having
mmﬂswhﬂnmeymﬂmrmahﬂ]ﬂﬁahﬁﬁlmdlyﬁmaﬁ& 18:24 says, "d man
tiners Frerth friends moist shew hirself fiendy.. "

Most kids will smile and are friendhy with a sranger. T love to smile at livde kids
and see them smile in response, even when I do not know them. 5o many follks come
to church looking like they have lost their best friend and a= though there is no bops.
Come to clnoch to be a friend and plan to be foendly to those who are gathered thers
to worship. Don't be a discourapement oo others, be an encouragement.

Lesson Abount Perseverance

I watched one of my prandchildren many yesrs ago building 3 strecture with
blacks. Time snd fime again be med to stack the blocks, baf they would nouble
donan before he could ever use them all. The biftle fellow did not give up very easily.
The blocks wonld f2ll, then be wounld pick them up untl he finally stacked every one
of them in their proper place.

Adults zive up too easily. The Bible says, “Tn due seqson we shall reap {fwe funt
ot (Galatians §0). That word “faint™ means “to break up, o dissolve, or to melt ™
God's people need a backbone like a saw log to stand in these evil days. We cannot
give up when the going mets tough m Lifs,

Lessons Abont Laughter

Eids do a grest deal of laughing. They Laugh about some of the silliess things ot
ar least they laugh

Sompe adults have forgoten how, thus the mials and problems kave piled npon
them, hindering the quality of their lives. The Scriprures il us in Proverbs 17:22,

“ A merry hamt doeth sood ke a medicing, buf a broken spirit drieth the bones. ™
We adults need to leam from the examipls of litfle children to langh more than we do.

Lessom About Activity
Most children are very active. They want to do something so somehmes they pet
mto things they shonld have no part of being invobred with i daily life. They are
moving and doing something all te time. even if it is nothing mere than playing
with the controls on 4 video game or touching the screen on 3 tablet.
Adults nead to be more active for the Lord. The spirrmal “harest ey i plense-
ous, but the Inborers arg fow ™ (DJIatthew §:27).

Lessom About Trust

Onrerall children are more tustng then aduolts are. Adults have seen 50 many
things happen in life, thus, they do not tast as easily as kids do.

We may not abways be able to tast others. On the other hand, we can cermainly
st (God in life for power, provision, guidance, and belp as we go throngh this pres-
ent world. Psalm 37:-3 says, “Trust in the Lord, do pood. o thou shalt dwell in the
el el werily thou shalt be fod. ©

Tom Walker is President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zien Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.
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| Don't Want to Talk About It:

Part One

By Jazon Koon
Burke Coumty

There are certam jssues in the evangsbical world that
are hot button issues. Denoume ing shortion, same-
SEX ImArmage sports on Sundays, of Zender-neairal
bathrooons plays well in Evanzelical circles, and while
bloggmg sbout them may mn the sk of drawing the
ire of liberal detractors, most of us who are in the Blogosphere know that acoarm-
lating liberal detractors can be a big key to sncocess for a Christian blog. There are
glso certain key issues that everybody n the evangelical world should be talking
ghout, but meest are siraid or wrwilling to becanse these issues mn the risk of rais-
ing the Ire of Conservative Evanmelicals. S0, in my never-ending pursuwit to make
everyone mad at mes I fizured I'd tackle as many of these iszues as I possibly
could and see what happens. Here poes:

Spcial & Economic Justice

Crme talk radio bost recently said that any Church leader that nses these phrases
shonld be aveided becaise they are covert commundists. Well, I'm not 3 commo-
nist, and I recognize these words have been coopted by the militant left to mean
anything from reparations for slavery o a call for 3 global ourency. However, we
can't just dismiss them because there is one more thing we mnst admit They are
thoronghly biblical. Leviticus 19 says:

“Treat the siranger who sojoums with you as the natve. . love him as your-
ﬂfﬂuﬂrymwm sirangers in the land of BEgvpt... “You shall do uunlmngm

hawe nothing Bverything I think iz mine belongs w God. ThelndI]mm,dlE
foepd 1 eat, even the air [ breathe doesn’t belong to me. This is the heart of social
and economi justice for the believer. It is not mine. Whatever I've baen given,
whatever influence I have, I mmst use that o make sure that, as Jesus said, “God's
Will is done on Earth as in hesven ™

This means that I'm not ok with a bomeless man dying in the cobd this winter
if I have the power to stop it. It means that since the starvaton, sex irade, and the
freatment of widows and the disabled that poes on in majority world nations will
nof be acceptable in the Kingdom of Heaven, it's not acceptable now.

I knowr these are big issues. What can I do to even make 3 dent in these prob-
lemsT Lewiticns 19 has something fo say sbowt that In verss 9 it says that a farmer
is not to harvest the comers of his fisld. This should be left for those in meed.
What 2 brilliant solotion; no weslth redistribution. no global ourmency, or repars-
fioms, simply everyone being willing to share a little bit of what they have laft
over. If you have a field leave a little bit of food in the feld. If von need food, g0
zet it. Diom™t expeact us to box it up and hand it to you, but it's there if you need it
and are willing to go get it. If everyone did this in every area of their lives, if we
recopnized that nope of this is really ours to begin with, we wounld 2o a long way
foward seeing God’s Will done on earth as it is in beaven.

Jasat Loon iz Pastar gf Brideed? Church in Morganion, NC.

O give dhanis unte the LORD, for ke is good: for his mercy endnreth for
ever. Psalms 107:1

HABITAT RESTORE

Mitchell 8 Yancey County

* Doors

« Windows

= Appliances

* Housewares
* Furniture

* Bath Fixtures

(828) 766-9000

F1¥ Habitat for Humanity” HOURS
Tuesday - Friday :00-5:00

ReStore .. =5

Evergreen Church
Thanks-giving

By Rev John MMoCoury

Roan Mountain, Tenmassee

We should follow Fesus' example in giving thanks. When
Jesus fed the five thonsand. he "took the loavas, and when ke
had given thanks, he diztributed fo the ducples, and the diz-
ciples fo tham that were set down, and Dkewize qf the fizhaer
as much they would. ™ (JTobn 6:11) When Lazams, the brother
of Martha and Mary, died, the women sent for Jesus, but Fesus delayed his com-
ing. When he did armive, he went to the tomb. “Ther they fook away the stone from
the place whare the dead was laid dnd Jesus [[fred up iz eyes, and saud, Father
Ithemk thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always:
bt becarse gf the people which stand &y I said 18, that they may believe that thou
Foast zemt mee. ™ (Johm 11:41-42) To whom should we give thanks? First of all, we
should give thanks o God. * dnd I thank Chrizt Jesus our Lomnd, who hath enabled
me, for that he counted me faithful, priting me it the mingz iy, who war bgfbee o
biasphemer, and a persecutor, and njurions: but T obimned mercy, becausze I did
it igmowantly in unbeligl " (I Timothy 1:11-17} For what should we give thanksT
We shonld mive thanks for everything. "I sverything give thanks: for this is the
will af God tn Christ Jazus concernimg you. " (I Theszalomians 5:18) Thanks be
umte God for the gift of Christ “Thanks de undfo God for ki wespeakable gift " (I
Corinthians 9:15) Thanks be nnto God for a1l his good spirimal and matenial gifis.
“Grving thanks abways for ail things unte God and the Father i the name of our
Lond Jesuz Christ. " (Ephesians 52200 Why shounld we give thanks unio God? He
has cormmanded us. It is the right thing to do; it is the Christian thing to do. How
can we express thanksgiving? We can express our sratimde by committing oor
Lives to Geod in faithful service. "By him [Jesns] therefore lot us offer the sacn-
fice of praise to God contmually, that is, the fruit of onr lips grving thanks o his
name. Buf fo do good and fo communicate [share with others] forget not: for with
such sacrifices Grod ix wall
Pleazad. ” (Hebrews 13:15-16)
We read in (I Theszalonians
5:18) "In everything give
thamkz: for thiz is the will aff
rod concerning you. " As we
rendered thanks or gracions-
mess. "But God e thanked,
that ye wone the servanis off
sim, bt e hove obayed from
the heart that form gf docirine which was delivered you. Beimg made free fhom sin,
ya became the servants gf mghteonspes:. " (Fiomans 6:17) The grace of God not
only brings forgivensss of sin it alss brings joy and thankfolness to the repentant
sinmer The imparted grace of God can make s 3 gracious and thankful person.
The dictionary also tells us that the Englich word thanks iz akin to the word think.
When we think favorsble thonghs of good will, snd gratefully acknowladgze the
spurce of benefits and blessings received, that is thanksgiving. Thanksziving, as
an anmal festival in the T75A, was first celebrated in the Plymouth Colomoy in
1621, Historians tell us that our Pilprim fathers bad custom of putting five grains
of com upen each empry plate before the Thanksmriving dinner was served. In
answer to the questions of the children, parenis explained that, in the past, things
were 50 bad that the Pilerim fathers had to ration food w five grains of com per
person per day. I am glad for an amoal day of Thanksgiving, bat thanksmiving
must be more than an anmnal event. We need to think and thank God, the faithfol
spurce of our blessings comtinually. "ff is af the LORD''S mercies that we are not
conzumed, hecause his compazsion fail nof. They are new @ver) morming: graat is
thy frtiflimess. " (Lamentations 3:22-23) "Every good gift and perfect gift is from
above, and cometh dovwn fhom the Fathar af ighis, with whom is ne variableness,
natther shadow gf twrmang. ” (JTames 1: 17) As God's children we are often unfaith-
fil and onthankful. " The ax buowerh his owner, the ass his master's ot but
Lrael doth not know, my people doth not consider " (Ixaigh 1:3) Let us remember
to think of the poodness and generosity of God to sinfinl man. "He did goed, and
Eave w rain from heaven, and fruigldd searons, fillimg owr hearts with food ad
Elacmazs. " (Act 14-1T)

John MeCoury is pastor gf Eversreen church in Roan Mountai, Tennessee and
aisa chaplain af Rean Highlands Nurzing Conter
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

Mark Meadows
2022255401
warwmesdows howse pow

Cm October 20th at the Spruce Pine Fire Depariment, I was pleased o attend the kick-off for the initial phase of Smant Start’s
statewide expansion of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. I first learned of the Imagination Library several years ago when I attended
Childfest in Mitchell Coumnty with noy twin sons and sigped them up to receive a free monthly book. At that time I excpressed o Jen-
nifer Simpzon, Executive Director of the Blie Ridze Parmearship for Children miy desire that the program go state-wide.

Last week [ was honored to speak at the Family Besearch Council's "Values Voters
Summit™--spegking just befors President Donald Tnomp! It was great to see the President—
he sends his best wishes to the people of IMorth Carolina and remembsrs your voices well
from the campaizn season. How encourazing it is to have a President that has not forgotten
ihe men and women who put himn in the White Honse.

A tax reform update: noy House Freedom Cancns colleague, Bep. i Fordan (B-0H), and I
are in comversations with some of our Democrat colleagues to see if we can find some com-
mon Zround on fax principles.

We're commitred to seeing if we can work across the aisle to zet something done—-making
our tax code simpler, fairer, and better for middle class families i= a hipartisan izzne. We're
wvery hopeful about where some of the dismssions might lead i the coming days. Ultimats-
Ly, this i=n"t about panty or poliics—iit’s about delivering resnlis to the voters who put us in
office.

Speech at Family Research Conncil’s “Values Voters Summit™

Bipartisan Tax Reform Efforts

NC Senate District 47

And zo, T have worked to make that happen T started with Senate Bill 280 — Barly Literacy
I“. Initiative Funds, which became a provision in the Senate bodzet. Sponsors of the Howse

o companion bill, Reprezentatives Toch Dobson and Tustin Burr, helped shepherd the provision
through the House and the Smart Start Feading Initiative became an appropriation of the state
tudget for §3.5 million for 2017-18, and 57 million for 2018-19. Once fully implementad in
fiscal year 2018-19, access to the program will be statewide.

This early literacy program mails hizh quality, age-appropriate books to each registerad
child on a monthly basis, from birth through age five, providing each child with a library of 60
books by the fme they start school. T believe taxpayvers gef the bizzest bang for the buck when Sen. Ralph Hize
dpllars are focused oo children’s earliest development years, before they enter school. Literacy
1z & comerstone of success in school and beyond, and investing in literacy for every child will
result in the aducational outcomes we need for our citizens to have enriching, productive lives 915-733-3460

and keep our state competitive. The added bonus is a lifetime love of reading for children who are exposed to books from an early age.
Az always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hisef@mcles net or call-

ing me at 919-T33-3460.

NC Senate District 46

Sen. Warmren Damel
3 net
O19-T15-TE23

I recently visited the Contpental AG plant in Morganton on October 17th to celebrate the company's 25th anniversary i that loca-
tion. Continentsl has been 3 wonderful emplover in Burke County snd 3 contribwtor to the Morth Careling econormy s 3 whole. T am
vﬂ'j.rexdtedfntmﬁmu'ewiﬂlﬂmﬁmml,asmeyhaﬁnﬂid:ﬂyhagmtmnnnnmﬂzDﬂﬂsquarefmrﬂq:lam:iunnhichmll
extend the warebouse and supporting areas for increasing production snd logistics. The expansion is expected to add
150 new full-time jobs and will enabls Contimental to mipplyﬂlﬂrﬂﬂ—nf—ﬁ&ﬂﬂhﬂﬂlhﬂkmgm%mﬂﬂmlﬂlﬁﬁngmﬁlﬂ&
mamnfaciurers.

The expansion of Continental is just one exampls of the fequent positive economic news stories all across Morth Carolina. Hare are
some other remarkable faces:

The U5, Censns Burean recently released wage data estimating Morth Caroling had the fourth fastest housebold income growth in
the nation during 20186. According to the Census Bureau study, Morth Carolina’s median bousehold income was 350,384 in 2016, up 4.5
perceat from lzst year afier adjusting for inflatdon. Month Carolina's wagze growth ranked substantially igher than the national average
of 2.4 percent.

Alzp Neorth Carolina’s unenyployvment rate is below the national sverage at 4.1 percent, its lowest point in 17 years. The nanional
sverage is 4.4 percent. And Morth Carolina had two regions ranked in the top 3 for national tech job growth owver the Last 5 years in =
recent stady by the CERE real estate comparmy.

It's seems like a long time since 2011 when the newly-elected Bepublican (General A szembly had to dig ouwt of 2 525 billion deficit
hole created by oor predecessors, but recent economic resnlts speak for theryzelves. When yon reduce taxes on hard working people
and cormbine that with spending discipline and limited srowth in govemment. it's good for the econpmy, it's pood for businesses and it's
mood for working families. We know that economic downtnms are cyclical, and that tough tmes may lie ahead buat for now the "Cano-
lina Comeback" confinwes. And I infend o work with my colleagues in the NC Senate o make sure we kesp making prdent
decisions that keep Morth Carolina on an upward economic path,

Best wishes to you and your families for 3 wonderful holidsy celebration this Thanksgiving.
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Madison Connty company to create 47 new jobs

Advanced Superabrasives, Inc will creste 47 new full-time jobs cver the next four years as part of a 526 million mvesoment.
The company will expand its Mars Hill operatons mie a 110,000 sg. foot tailding. Advanced Superabrasives mamnfactores high

The hard work of employees at the company has paid off and they are now poised to expand. I conldn't be more excited that they

hawe decided to remazin in Madison County and expand kncally.

Advanced Supersbrasives works closely with Anspach Advanced Mamufacnumng School in Yancey County. The nearby availability

of high quality vocations] aining will aid in the expansion.

If von or someone vou know is looking for work or lookimg for a career change, Advanced Super-
abrasives is a great place to inguire. They have demonsoated their comminment fo providing enploy-
ment in Madison County, and their expansion shows their intent to carry that momentom well into the ~ Fep. Michele . Presnsll

i A.HDD 000 performance-based grant from the MNorth Caroling One Fund will be provided to help
facilitate the expansion The fund provides matching srants fo local governments to help attract and

Miichele
919-733-5732

I would fike to thank staff at Advanced Supersbrasives for having me down for 3 visit on Thurs-

This wesk, the Senate passed the Wational Defense Authorizaton Act This legislation is crifical to accomplishing the federal govermment’s most Important respon-
sibility: keeping our conmiry safe. As the Chairman of the Senate Select Commities on Infellizence and your Senstor from Morth Carcling, T am all too aware of the
wide-ranze of thrests facing our nation and bow versatile our military moest be to fght them We cannof stand idly by as Iran, Morth Korea, Bussia, ISIL, Al-Claeda and

others present a threat to the United States.

For the previous eight vears, our ammed forces have been asked to cammy ouf an ever-prowing range of missions withour the necessary resonrces to do so. At the same
time, Secretary of Defense Mattis and America®s military leaders have consistently stated that budget cuts have hindered their ability to address the twoop Taining and
readimess shortfalls they oorently face. The Mational Defense Awthorization Act addresses these concerns and mechades $358 million for military mstallations in Month
Caroling As the home to Seymour JTohnson Air Force Base Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, Marines Corps Adr Station Cherry Point, the Amry’'s Fort Bragg, and
several maore, Worth Careling’s military bases are especially well-served by the investments made in this bill.

Thiz legislation also includes 3 provision I wrote that wrill improve standards for child care centers on military bases. It also requires child care providers on military
hkases to go through a cominal background check before they can work with the children of our troops. Char military families have enough on their plate fo wormy abons
when they are working to keep our country safe; they should not have to wormy about whether their children are in safe hands during the day: I was very proud o s=e

this common-sense provision included in the legislaton.

Crvezall, the Mational Defencze Anthorization Act will give our froops the tools they need to defend the UTnited States and her interests abroad. I will confione fighting

to homor our ttoops and veterans and restore America’s military strength.

By Gloria Huskins
Mitchell County

Vohmteers to host findraising efforts to ensure that
all wetrerans at Western Caroling Veterans Cemetery are
honored Cohonbia Falls, MATHE, and Spruce Pine,
Hrth Careling — Movember 2017 — Local voluntesrs
are working hard to ensure that sl1 veterans laid to pest =t [
Western Carpling State Veterans Cemetery are honoted R0
thiz December on Mational Wreathe Arross Americs
Dray. This year, the ceremony, beld simultaneonshy across the couniry at more
than 1. 20 locations, will be oo Satarday, Dec. 16, 2017. The zoal: to place a Live,
balsam fir wreath at the headstone of every veteran buried there and spread patrio-
fism and convmemoration for the ulimate sacifices they made for our coantry.

From now il Movember, volunteers will host varions fundraisers to sponsor
the 4,450 wreaths needed to honor every veteran at Western Carolina State Vet-
erans Cemetery. Each wreath sponsorship cosm 315, with $5 zoing to the local
fundraising sronp for American Heritape Girls,

American Heritage Girls Troop MWCO0S 16 will be collecting donations for
wreaths from now untl Movernber 21, 2017, Altapass Baptist Church is
the Troop Chartsr, Fnrmummﬁ:rmanmmmﬂ:emmmﬂ'reathsﬂmss
America Donation page:  hitps:wreaths fastport comd'donatel ocation.
hml?pape=430158ralae—=345949

“Ewery donation and wreath sponsorship is 3 meaningfiol gift from an appre-
ciative supporter who Enows what it means to serve and sacrifice for the fres-
doms we all enjoy,” said Earen Worcester, executive director of Wreaths Across
Ametica, “We are so grateful w the community of Spruce Pine for participating in
our mission to Pemember, Honor and Teach.™

The leaders and girls of Troop MC05148 are honored to participate in such an
amaring event that honors America’s beroes. They are nsing this event to teach
the young ladies to Femember and Honor all veteramns.

Mational Wreaths Across America Diay is a free event, open to all. For more
imformation to domate or to sign np to vohmtser, please visit wanw Wreaths Acros-

& &

WREATHS

— (ACVTOSS ——

AMERICA

Abont Wreaths Across America

Wreaths Arross Americs is 8 301(c)(3) nonprofit orzanization foumded to contime

and expand the annoal wreath-laving cerermony at Arlington MNational Cemetery

begun by Maine businessman Mormill Worcester in 1992, The organization’s mis-

sion — PRemember, Honor, Teach — is camied out in pant exch year by coordinating
ath-layineg ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well a5 &t more than 1 200

veterans' cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.

bledia confacts:

Amber Caron-(207) 513-8457

Chrsty Wilson-{825)284-0876

pridwreathsacrossamerica orgchristywilsend2i@iclond com

SAMETica org. Glorig Huskins is Cownty Linison/Licensed CSR ar Mitche!l County Farm Bureau
and arrends Altapass Baprizt Chumch.
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Beginning of the Story

John and Stephynia Limongello
Mirchell and Famcgy Connriles

When God controls the story of vour life He adds
things you conld have never dreamed, calls you
deeper than vou ever thought vou conld zo, and
demands more than vou thonzht you could ever
zive. In that place of the preat biz imkmnown of God
is whers we find ourselves today.

Grod has given me (Sephynia) songs for several years. In 2015, T was msitting &t
oty keyboard and hesrd the line “somebody love me™. I Eknew that thisz was the
heart cry of a child. T knew the sonz kad something to do with a foster compmanity,
perhaps a fundraiser song. I began looking for someone who needed the song bt
could not find 3 place for it, 30 I put it on the back bumer

In spring 2016, I tried o find a place for the song again but did not bear any
direction froon God. Twas in school full tme, pregnant and faking care of a two
wear old, 50 once again I laid the song dowm. In late 2006 God told me I was sup-
posed to record an album I had no idea where to stant or what to do, so [ kept it
o noyself, but God began pouring songs nte my heart faster than they bad ever
come bafore.

During the same time, John and T became friends with a cowpls from the church
mm:mingwhnhndﬁmmhpteddn]ﬂmn.hyaﬂadmmhﬂppny
whether they should open their
home to one more child In Febro-
ary, they received a call asking
them if they would tzke a three day
old girl who was taken into IS5
custody at birth. We received a
text asking ns to pray for wisdom
for them. The next day our friends
called to ket us koow they were
taking the baby and were allowed
o name ker Babry Chans (which is
Greek for God's grace) becames a
part of their family and unknown to ws, 3 part of our story.

A few days after Chards came home from the hospital we were honored 1o
be asked to come and pray over her dedicating her Life to God. The next mom-
ing while having a conversation about Charis, I heard God say “that song is for
Charis”. I knew immediztaly which song he meant. Before [ could tell amyone, I
again beard Him say, “and the name of your albam is The Chanis Project: Live it
omt and it is to fiond The Charis Foundation”. I was so overwhelmed: all T conld do
WS IV,

Later that day, I shared what I heard with Joho I told him I had no idea what
the Charis Foundation was but I thought it had something to do with foster chil-
dren. John guietly said “I know what it is’. Then he bagan sharing with tears im
his &yes, the vision God had been speaking to his heart abont building a foster
comomnity. .. And the Charis Children’s Foundation was born.

The vision for Charis Children’s Foundatoen is o house children in multdple
honses in 3 communnity sefting with permanent foster parents. We know the vision
will change and grow as we do, but our heart is to provide long tenm Christian
homes for foster children sharing the love of Tesus and the hope of the Gospel will
always be our mission.

We believe God has uniguely mained and called us through our life and career
exrperience to create The Charis Children's Foundation. Children hawe umdorn-
nately been lost in the madness of 2 world that promotes materializm, selfishness,
and hedonism Judeo- Christian values are shhrmed i this modem era of accep-
fance and toleTance.

We believe God created marmiage, betwesn one man and one woman. He cre-

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

Contact one of our knowledgeable agents todm

Let us assist you with:

« Medicare Supplements

» Medicare Advantage

» Prescription Drug Plans

» Individual Health Insurance

gied family. It is all 1o reflect who He is and His relatdonship with us. He s=ts the
standards by which man should Live.

Onir moal is o bring the hope and lowe of the fme zospel to a generation of kids
who have been throwmn away. We want to see the church rise up and take its place
as the center of family and commniry again. We want every child that God al-
lows us fo reach to feel the safety of knowing there is 3 God that loves them and a
family that does as well.

The first phase of the Charis Children’s Foundation mchides the building of 2
commnnity health center that will provide medical care, social support services
and recovery services for the foster children their families and the conrmmity.
We are domating & home near Burnsville to Chars Children®s Foundation which
mﬂhmmuﬂﬂadmdmlmgﬂmmasmnmnjhmﬁmm
0ne is necessary in receive - —
the credentizling required to
be licensed to house foster
children in a compningty
seffing

We believe the foster care §
issue is the mandate of the
chuarch to address, not the
sovernment We believe no
one can address the wounds caused by addiction. abuse and neglact without the
power of the love of Jesns. We can provide bousing and services, buat only Fesus
can make a wounded heart whole again.

The Charis Children’s Foumdation is cuorently in the planning and fimd raising
stages. The Chars Project allnum is being recorded at Cross the Bridge Dfimis-
imies in Spruce Pine, MC. We are prayerfully taking each step as God directs. We
believe that God will bring to frition what be has started. We are challenging the
body of Christ to parmer with us to care for these children.

John and Stephymia Limongello rezige in Bumnsville, NC. They ware married

im 2009 and have rwo beauriful young bays, John David and Daniel. Jokm was
raized in New Jersey. He has eqrned his Bachelor § and Master & in Social Work:
Stepipma was raized in Tancey Coey, NC and works a5 a Nurse Prachifoner:
They attend the Bridee Church gf WNC. TTew our video and donaie at hrps./Y

ngqﬂnﬂuacmﬂmm'ﬂbmdm Contact ar charizchildrengfoum-
Loom. Facebook: Chariz Children & Foundation and The Charis

Prqm:r:.!.n'eﬂ' Out Call §28-447-5485 for more infbrmation.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

Providing veu knowledgeable assistance

and high quality service.
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275 North Main Street * Marion, NC 28752

828.652.1553 local - 888.528.1553 toll free
* Medicare Annual Enroliment Starts Oct. 15th
* Individual Health Care Enrollment (ACA) Starts Nov. 1st

We have been proudly serving Western NC for over twenty years and will always confinue
ie affer vou quahiy products and a staff that cares about you long after the sale.
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Farm City Banquet
By Nell Smith English
Mitchall County

Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

Mirchell County Extension held their 10th Anmal Farm
City Banguet on Septemnber 28th at the Senior Citizen
—— Canter in

; Bakersville.
The event
celebrated local individuals and
their achievements in the agriculhire
field. Approcrimately 100 people
were in anendsnce. Blitchell Soil

LOCATED ON HwY. 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

(828)-688-6400

and Water and the Extension Office
wiould like to express their sincer-
est pratitude for those business and
individnals that helped make the
Mark Byed, Mitchall Soil & Water Dizfrice  event possible.
Techmician, presents the award for Conzer-

vation Farm Family gf the Yaar fo Mr Pawl

Grreane and Mr Nathan Greena.

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed
We have a huge variety of items including;

Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,

bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection “Great Prices ~Great Cause

Artendees af the 10th Amwmual Farm City Banguer enjoved a wonderfil meal and
PrOgTam.

' P\ N Hospice and Palliative
Nell Smith iz the ddmniziraiive dzziztant ar Mirchell Soil and Water Conzemna- aE {Care ﬂ'_f the Phue ‘I-{ihlgi:. Ine.
tion Dzirict. She received her Bachelor's degrer from Lees-MoRae College with a X iv :
mgior in Englizh. She currensly ves in Spruce Pine and [oves spending fime with S /]

Formerty Hospie of Wchel
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LEATHER

buy any chair and get one of equal or lesser value for free!

LIMITED TIME!
S

FURNITURE ¥ COMPANY

274 Qs AVENUE = SPRUCE PIME, NORTH CAROLINA 2B777
FHOME [E28) TBEBR-3537 + FAX [BEI8) 7ER-5558
sww peoples-furniture.com
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A:c:ntuit-mg the Positive

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke Couniy

Senior starts book drive for former elementary school |

By Natalie Ollis, Burke Middle School student

Burke hiddle College senior (Mivia “Olhe™ Hilton
iz going hack to her elementary school for her senior
project. She is hosting 8 book drive at WA Youme
Elementary School fo zamer support and encourags
reading Ollie kas abways enjoyved reading and realized at an early age how vital it
is. She decided to buoild her project off of this passion becanse she understands the
importance of giving back to the comonmity in 3 way that will be beneficial amd
contimne to have an impact for years fo come.

For her graduation project, Cllie is working with W, A.
Young media coordinator Stephanie Price as her proj-
ect mentor; Price was Ollie’s librarian when she was in
elementary school and leoks af her project as a way o
repay the woman who helped foster her lowe of reading
at a young age (Mlie has spant many houars volonteering
and helpinz behing the scenes at the media center, check-
ing new books into the system, sorting retumed books,
and Fiving ook recommmendations o the siudents wisit.
The school has mew critical thinking and maker space
stations in the media center that include puzzles to help
students leam to conmect and develop ideas. The books thar Ollie gathers from the
book dove will go directhy to the WA Yonng Elementary School Library so the
kids will have more books o choose from.

Oillie chose this project becanse of her love for reading. Her goal for the book
drive is to get a5 many books as possible for the school; her goal for her project is
o leam more about kids® imvolvement with reading and also the mner workings of
being a lbraran. She also wants the ease of talking to children to branch owt mbo
other aspects of her life. garnering criticsl commmmnication skills along the way.
Lisa Wiall, Olie’s English teacher at Burke MMiddle College ssid, “T'm excited
gbout the project becanse many more children will have access to fun books that
will spark their continned interest in leamming ™ Ollie knows that everyone needs to
e able to read in order to leam and wants to set 4 good example for the children
and zive them new reading materials. She said T want to show that reading
isn't boring and that it can actueally be an escape to take you places you can’t go
otherwise ™ Ollie is raking book donations at the Burke Middle College office and
classrooms at Western Piedmont Conmomity College through Oct. 20

Semior volundeers at BUCK

By Natalie Ollis, Burke Middle School smdent

Bebecca Parker has been working on ber senior project
at the Burke Undted Christian Ministries over the past fear
momihs. She nnderstands that volunteering is important,
50 she has been working hard to help the coganization and
the people in the comnninity it serves. Feberca has been
helping BUCK] umload mucks of supplies and by working
in the food pantry and clothing closet. She hopes to be
gble to wolunteer in their soup kitchen soon as well.

Febecca wanis to spresd swareness for homelessness, bacsuse. she said. “pro-
viding help for {others) will benefit yon just a5 much a5 it will benefit them ™ With
cold weather coming soon, Febecca is nanning a drive to help pet donations for
the minismy. She is faking “camping supplies™ such as tents, canned foods, tatps,
clothes, boots, coafs, and toiletries thronzgh Fridsy, Oct. 13 in the Burke &hddle
College offices.

Bebecca has set several goals for berself through her project. For her dove, she
Wanfs to Zet enough donations o keep people out of the cold. She also wants o
spread awareness for bomelessmess, be more selfless and enconrage others to be
more willing o help others m times of need . She explained that although she has
never been homeless, she remembers a time when she wasn't as formumate as she
is pow, and doesn't want to take the privileges she has for granted. Becausea of
this, she’d like to go back to ber roots by being more caring and providing help
for others in similar simstons. Lisa Will, Febecca’s senior English teachsr, said,
“Bebecca’s work af the Burke Tnited Christan minjsmies and donation drive to
help homeless people in onr comonmity shows her passion o make a positive
impact on the world around her ™ Rebecca plans to contionne fo work with BUCM
even after the end of ber project in hopes to acconmplish these goals.

Teacher receives math gramt

By Anna Burkhalter, Patton High
School smdent

Hildebran Elementary School
fifth-grade teacher Tracy Poole
has received fimding throngh Do- |8
nars Choose to belp her students
sea that math can be fim She
called ber project “WhatyT! hsth
can be Fun™ and asked for seven
The zames snd kits fotaled 5450

B
=
(RN

Helping Our Farm Families

By Marianne Tones
Mitchell Couniy

The Mitchell County Fanm Burean Women's
Connmities has been very active this year in
furthering our mission statement of supporting
agricultare through legislation and educaton.
Apniculiure has always been a fimdamental part
of life here in the county. According to dam from
the USDA's censuses of 2007 and 2012, Michell
Ciounty has lost 15% of favm acreage, aswellas
sepn 8 decrezce in the number of farms and animals pmdu:ad. Itsmthnugh
that the way fanmers sell their products is changing, as we are seeing 8 substantial
increase in sales directly to consumers. Thuehashemaﬁ!ﬁmu&emwg—
etalble fanms with 3 17% increase in
sales over this ssme five year period.
Local farms accounted for nearly %1
million added to our local economnry.
Agritourism , or tourism centered
around a fanm or farming actvines
such a5 3 oorm marze, winery or farm
store, is growing rapidly.

For the last 3 years MCFB Wom-
ens Commmittes has awarded & schinl-
arship for 3 local sdent to pursne
zn education in an agricaliurally
related field We have mied several
different ways of raising money for
this scholarship. This year, we rzised
money at the Rhododendron Festival
selling rhododendron raised here in
the coumty and bosting a Cow Pamy
Bingo game. The game is played by
releasing 8 Cow into 3 feld marked
by a grid and waiting to see whers
thee first cow patty lands. Squares
were s0ld ahead of tme and 2 $500
prize was awardad to the owner
of the square, which this vear was
given o Kim Slomick.

This Angnst, we planned our fist
Agnicnliure Science Might for coanty
3rd and 4th graders. Smdewnt teachers
came fiom Leas McFae Colleza
o assist us. Owr sessions incloded
paris of 3 plant, am spricalore fact or
fiction guiz, Christmas tree farm-
ing healily snacking and compost-
ing There were lots of hands on
activities for them to do, dinmer was
served, and we finished up with door
prizes and individnally made ice
cream desserts. The stodents had 3
wonderful time leaming the sci-
ence of agriculiure and the parents
all apreed it was 3 most informative
evening.  We hope to contnme
the Ag Science night annually for
the benefit of local smdents Chil-
dren get excited about agrculmrs.
Undprstanding where food comes.
from and ways to get imrolved in
srowing their own can certainly
belp mwday's children make better
choices as consumers . A scholarship
helps insure those with a passion
for agriculture will leam and pass
on their kpowledze for the mnprove-
ment of all. Asriculure affects all of
us, every day.

Marignne lives in Red Hill N O
She warks_for Mutchell Coundy
School Systens and is the Director
of the Women's Group of Mirchell
County Farm Buremu
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Crossnore School

Storms

By Jim Hart
Avery County

Several yvears ago, I tumed off the TV, not
just for the evening or for the day, but for what I
thonzht would be forever People wonld ask me
why? “Are you tired of all of the violence?™ “Ame
you tired of all the pegativity? “Dio you find that
you now have time to read, fish falk with your
wife... 7" As much as I would like to have given
those folks some lofiv, noble reason for Tuming off
the TV, I conld not. I was not trying to spend more
quality time with Caroline. There were no books .

the diverting.
with asking to
spare me and my
family. I pray
that I get lostin
the wonder of the
storms and God’s
EIIAZINS ETACE In
the midst of the

begzing to be read. By garden did not have amy

less weeds in it Much like Fommest Gump when he said, “I just felr like nmning.™ 1

just feli like tornimg off the TW.

Twelve months, seven days and tharteen hours Later (o1 there
aboat), I decided to tum the TV back oo It was one of those old
school console TWs with the dial. The kind that your mom or dad
used to tell vou o get up and change while your brother went
outside and trped the antenna. The kind fiolks now tum intg
aquariums. I just walked up to it and turned it back on. It spit and
sputiered and blinked back to life afiter a year of service as a col-
lection area for keys, wallets and plamts that needed more sun 4nd
just like that. I sat down in my favorite chair and started watching
TV agan.

Today, I sall =it in my favorite chair and watch TV, Gone is the
old console modal covered with spare chanze, keys and plants
needing more light. In its place is a fancy swanky, super ftuin
#0inch plasma TWV. For all its atimbutes, it is not 3 good place
for your wallet or plants that need more sun. They fall mght off
However, thete is sfill one holdover from my vearlong sabbatical
from the tbe I still do not watch the news or the weather Caroline
always asks if I am worried if it's going to be cold or if it's going m
rain. How about if something important happens o the world? Yoo
will miss out If T walk outzide and its cold, I put on = jacket. If it's
downripht cold I pat on taro. When T lnok ont the windowr each
moming if T zee rain, there is 3 100% chance of rain for the day,
=0 I wear a rain coat. If the wind iz blowing, I know it’s a had day
for squirrel bumting or fy fishing. When Careline informs me that
spmething bad or imporant kas kappened in the world, I pray and
reffect on bow I can help, Simple, real simple!

That all changed i the month of September. T became fix-
ated om the news and the weather. My moming rowtines and daily
schedules were distupted by the looming monster Huricane Irma.
Where would it make landfallT How conld aonvbody in the Canib-
bean survive such a storm? Will it hit Souwthemn Florida and make
3 beplime fior the mountains of Marth Caroling or will it zo east
and destroy Wilson, where my mother lives. T was 50 consumed
with this storm that I forgot to do the things that are such & part of
oy daily life, of who I am I had failed to do what Paul urzed the
church in Theszalomica to do in bis epistie, “Be jopiftd ahwas, pray
conitrually; gve thanks in all circmsanees, for this &= God & will
Jor you i Cherist Jesus ™ (1 Thess, 5: 16-18, KTV I let a stomm far
out in the Atlantic drive a wedze betwesn me and God. I had ket
fear of the unknoamn pull me sway from living a Life that is itself
& living festament of scrpiure reading, prayer, thanksgiving and
discernment I was afraid for the wellbeing of my loved ones.
Something that was complefely out of my control had taken control
of my life. vet I was fixated on it frying to find some control in the
chaos.

Storms will come. There will be things that are completshy ont
of our control that will deeply affact our lives. There will be -
canes and crashing waves in our fives, stonms that deeply affect our
bearts, minds snd sonls — blowing winds that make s bend, drive
wedzes between us and God and ultimately cause us to break, _if
we let them_ if we only forus on the stomm.

Living with the diagnesis of ALS, Ed Dobson, pastor emeri-
ms of Calvary Church in Grand Fapids, Michizan wrote, Seeing
Through The Fog. Facing only a few years left in his life. Ed
shared his journey of finding joy and hope in the midst of the storm
of a failing body. Searching for answers and healing, Ed asked a
pastor friend to aneint him with oil and pray over him for healing.
He was not just looking for someone to pray the words, “God, heal
i if it is Vioor will ™ He wanted someone to pray who deeply
believed Ed could and wounld be healed. He wanted someons to
pray the words, “UCrod, heal him!™ His Pentecostal friend mmd pastor
did just that and then told Ed, “Dion't become obsessed with gefting
healed, Ed. If you zet obsessed, you will lose your focus. Get lost
in the wonder of God, and who knows what He will do for yoo ™

Today, as I sit here looking out the window of my office at
Crossnore School and Children’s Home there is 100% chance for
rain. I heard it pelting the roof this moming, =0 I wore 3 ram coat.
Simce Irma_ T have tumed off the news and the westher and picked
back up where I left off n nrv moming ronfime — pray the Pzabms
mive thanks hreath . focos! T pray that when the next storm comes,
amd it will, that I do not become obsessed with the healing with

Jim Har? iz the sfudent pastor gf Croszmore Schoal in Crossnore, NC
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SALES BEVENT

-‘-{_Iln"'i‘-'-l | =0 £ DD&E:# .-.‘_I-I'--n E" _E
2017 Ram 1500 Big Horn Truck Crew Cab 2017 Ram 1500 Express Truck Quad Cab

2017 Ram 3300 Chasaks Tradeaman!3LT Truck

GREAT SELECTION OF VEHICLES

“Servimge WNC For
{ver 50 Years™

828-682-2194

East Main Streat,
Burnaville, N.C, 28714

*Sale prices postoed in vehilobe
windows. See doaler for
complMe datnka
on rebates and finanaing.
Mo DOC fowes.

Tax and tag extra.

BUCHANAN & YOUNG

o L B

csecaigll Jesp (G e

www.buchananyoungcom

www. bremews . com
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ACROSS

1 The fear of the LOED ___ length
to hife (Prov 10:27)

5 When thev had __ thies or three
and z half mules (John &:19)

10 Brmg me z heifer, 3 goat and
(L3 {Gen 155

14 and an lnmdrad sheep, beside
___, and roebucks {1 King=s 4:23)
ETV

16 Thos 1s the  of those who
trust i themselves (Ps 42:13%

17 before me was 2 __ horse! Its
rider was named Death (Bev 6:8)
15 Blow the trumpst m Ziom;
sound the  on ooy holy loll (Toal
2:1)

19 Diznad saith, Let then table be
made a snare, and a ____ (Fomans
11:%)

s house s tobemade s of
mibbla (Ezz 6:11)

21 the woman said, The ssrpent
e, and I did eat [(Gen 3:13)
KTV

23"You _ ome of s dis-
ciples, are you?" (3,3} (Johm 18:17)
23 from oy own _ and from my
father's famuly (Gen 24:40)

26 saw what took place, they beat
thetr _ and went away (Luke
2348,

27 Jacob _ out of hus sleep, and
he sad, Surely the LOED s (Gen
28:16) (KTV)

30 they shall even fall into the
mouth ef the _ (Maloam 3:12)
31 Davnd woent to ___, to Alimeel-
ech the priest {1 Sam 21:1)

32 vou as a father  with iz owm
children (1 Thess 2:11)

34the  forest has been cut
dowm (Zech 11:2)

38 And _ begat three sons,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth (Gen
6:10)

40 the vine 15 up and the fig
free 15 withered (Joel 1:12)

42 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
ratsethe  (hiatt 10:8)

43 snake (Iza 30:6)

45 zerzes lom by the heel:
a snare holds lum (1 4) (Job 12:9)
47 meamber of the first fammly of
the Bibla

43 The citv was kept under ___ un-
til the eleventh year of (11 K1 23:2)
50 steered by 2 very small
wherever the pilof wants to go
(Tames 3:4)

52 Who would approach him with
_ __Mle)(Jobk 41:13)

53 Thev left _ Jaakan and
camped at Hor (Mum 33:32)

56 a papyims basket for him and

1t with tar and pitch (Ex 2:3)
57 Chaist 15 the of a new cov-

enant (Heb 9:15)

61 John to the seven churches
whicharein __ (Bev 1:4)

62 whatsoever God doeth, it shall
befor  (Eccles 141 KTV

&4 ke wax before the fire, like wa-
ter rushing down a _ (MWic 1:4)
63 13 alive again; and was_____, and
1z found (Luke 15:32)

&6 the people shall go out and
gather a cerfain __ avery day

(Exodus 16:4)

67 the bndegroom! Come out
to meet ham!" (Matt 25:6)

63 to let the oppressed g0 (Isa-
1ah 58:6)

65 he took hus eldast son that should
have reipnad mhiz (2 Kmgs
2KV

70 Then the ugh priest  lus
clothes (Mark 14:63)

DOWN

1 hushand of Jezebal (TKing 19:1)

2 reared up for homsalf 2 pallar,
which 15 in the king's {2 5am
18:18) (ETV)

3 catch them in their net, and gather
them mm therr  (Hab 1:13)

4 he shmg it and __ the Plulistine
on the forehead (1 Sam 17:49)

b Jesus __ withdrew to lonsly
places and prayed (Luke 3:16]

7 they did not expose your sinto
off vour captivity (Lams 2:14)

£ eighth letter of Gresk alphabet

9 words that I have put in your
mouth will not __ from vour mouth
(Isa 59:21)

10 Then he _ to James, then to all
the apostles (1 Cor 13:7)

11 The winter iz past; the ame
over and zone (Song 2:110
12 You are to it 25 an mhentance

for voursalves (Ezek 47:22)

13 zo does the chureh that  at
thew house (1 Cor 16:19)

15 Whenl  at them they scarcely
believed 1t (Job 29:243

22 And they  their assss with the
corn (Gen 42267 KTV

24 a__ hke a measurmg rod and
was told, "Go and measure (Rav
11:1)

28 took unto thenn certain lewd fel-
lows ofthe _ sort (Acts 17:5) KTV
27 aprophetess, . the danghter of
Fhanuel (Luke 2-36)

28 The boar cut of the __ doth
waste 1t (Ps 30:13) KTV

29 norchangeit, za goodfor
(1.3} (Lev 27:10)

30 She zave herself as a prostitate to
allthe  of the Assyrians (Ezek

237

I3 Thekinggotupm {14}
(EstT:T)

15 Share with God's people who are
m___ (Kom 12:13)

36 You are my God; _ vour ser-

vant who frusts i vou (Ps 86:2)

37 Edem southward wers Kabzeel.
and | and Jagur (Jos 13:21)

19 Donot _ to gowith them, forl
have sent them (Acts 10:20)

4] Where 15 the manwho has ___ fo
do zuch a thing? (E=t 7:3)

44 In vour majesty _ forth victon-
oushy (Ps 45:4)

46 The Lord will ___ men for all
such zins (1 Thess 4:6)

45 The _ who direct the affans of
the chmeh (1 Tim 5:17)

51 Lydia, a ___ in puwple cloth from
the city of Thvatira (Acts 16:14)

52 they made an idel in the form of
(LA (Aot T4l

Fa

L

138
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33 e lus clothes and put on sack-
cloth (2 Kings 19:1)

33 zone astray, following the
way of Balaam the son of

(2 Pater 2:13) KTV 39 I have zat befora thesan _ door,
SdInthatdavwilll _ wup and no man can shut 1t {Fev 3:8)

the tabemacle of David (Amos 60 thou mavest give bim _ from the
o:11) dayvs of adversity (Ps 24:13)

35 the brothers sent Paul and 63 went to the wine _ to draw fifty
Silas away to _ (Aets 17:10) measures (Hagza 2:16)

37 vour hands __ out vielence

on the sarth { Ps 58:2) Seiunon on page 14

L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture

Thanbdul for awn Teterans and Customens
10% OFF gfax Aetive Duty Sexcice

Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC
{H!H) 652-?66? Toeulay - [rifdsy  falurday  fanday & Monday

10am « bpm  10wm - dpm Closed

waw brenews. com
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Ru nning the Race

Byv Preacker Chris Rathbone
Mirchell Cownty

Miost folks probably woulde't believa it by
looking at me vow, bat back o the day I ran mack.
Mamer of fact I'was a sprinter! Hard fo imagina
I ooy, Tt 1t's the troth A fier many vears and
pounds bave passed, those days are over for surs!
If you see me maoning, ook bebind me, becausa
there must be something really big chasing me!

Beingz a good runper takes discipline and bhard
wiork. An athlete doesn't just decide one day thas
they are gping to mun a marathon, To build up to
thar kind of comwpetnion, will take months, if not years of mainine o achisve,
Thongh compenng a5 & sprinter sure fzkes 2 lot of waming, deciding o nuw long
distamce is a "whiole other anfmal'"! Trainmeg for long distance mnning will take
mme. One will slowhy work their way up to greater distances each time they mum,
Mutrition, bydration comsiztent maining, and mencal preparation all factor in to
being competintve in long distancs events. It takes a big conumitment to 2chisve
thiz kind of zoal.

The writer of the book of Hebrews (whowm I belisve is Paul) makes 2 com-
panson of the Christian Life to a race. Io chapier 12 versas 1-3, be mives some
foundatonal muth of how we can man this race of faitk apd be successful and mest
nmportancly, famhful o the Lord in the process.

First of all, we are to leam from those who ran before ns: "Whengfors secng
w airg arg compasied about with 2o grear a cloud gf wimesser.. " I believe he
is referring o the ones he wrote about in chapier 11, Chapter 11 15 what Tcall the
Great Hall of Faith. He zives ws a list of thoss who rap the race of faith before us.
Omes such a3 Abel, Enoch, Moah, Abraham, Sarah Jacob, Joseph etc efc. In other
words, we can look to the example thar has been st by those we rezd shout n the
scriptores. Bt T don't believs it just stops there. There are thoss in our fanutlies,
aur church families, among our friends and peers whom faithfully mn the tace of
farth that we can leam from. They caw teach us by being our example of whar it
takes 1o be in the race.

Secondly, we st rid curselves of hindrances: "ef wr lay azide every waighy,
arid ihg san which doih so eastly berer us.. " Onoe thing you will notice about run-
ners is st for the most part they are skinmy! Mow vou Eoow why [ walk! Thers
are no excess pounds that they have to camy that wonld hinder their performance.
ot cnly thar but podoe bow their clothing is so hgboweight, INo biz, alky, or
heavyweight vmiforms are nsed. The less weizht ona has to camy the batter they
can comupete. Exsepfially, Paul is telling ns the sames thing in our spirimal race. We
mmst 2et rid of the excess bagzags that weizhts us down spinimally. Fepentance
of smn i our lives should be obwiows. Hard to rme s race with Jasws when thers
15 3inin o lives. Sin breaks our fellowship with our Savior sud hinders His work
i our Iives. We must get rid of the exoa weight spirimally thar we shoaldn't be
CAITyinE.

Meaxt, we must recognize the kind of race we are mn: awd et s ram with
panience the race thar is ser bafore us..” The word "patence” in this text means
endurance The race thar vou znd [ are in is not a short spriot zud then we crpss
the finish line. This race of faith iz a lifalong marathon. When raining for long
distance nmuing o athlete nmst work over e 1o build endurance. Ezch day
they push themselvas 2 lirfle moore and work a little hardsr. This kind of endur-
apre doesn't come m davs or weaks, but over months snd vears. The reazon many
Christians smagzle mothus race of farth 1z they keap thunking they are sprinters
instead of long
distance nmpears!
Like a seasoned
runnar that chooses
o wain every day,
we have to wake
np every dav and
chippsa Jasus, Being
& Christian is a3 life-
fma colmniment
where wa chooze to
run this race of faith
every day, under-
standing that we are
io this for the long kanl!

Lastly, and most importantly, we must keep our eves oo the prize: "ooking unfo
Jesus the qurhor and frisher af our faith; wiho for the joy that was ser before iim
endured the cross, dezpising the shame, and is ser down ar the right hand of the
thrane gf God. " The goal of the athlete who compsetes is to win the prize. All the
hard work, long hours of oaining, and discipline happen because they focns on
what they want to achieve: The prize! Motice how prowdly an Olviopic comper-
tor stands on the podimm when thev receive their madal All the tme and snergy
spent was to hopeflly be oo that podinom to ses &l the kard work pay off and re-
ceive that medal. Tears often overwleln them as they raaliza they have achieved
their zoal A= we nun this race of farth nry firends we must pever take our aves
off the prize. Jesus, who is the suthor snd Snisher of our facth, is the one who ran
His race in obedience to the Father He is our examiple, He is our Savior, He is the
reazon we entered this race to begin with. Wever, ever, take your eves off of Jesus.
When we cross the finish lize oue day, it will be worth it all! Keep on nimping
the race oy fitends aod keep vour eyes oo Jesus!!!

P5. Happy Thanksgiving!!!"!

Preacker Chris R:T!:'I:'.'IEIHE serves a5 Pastor af Ming Creek Bapiizt Church,

No Regrets Family Ministry-
A Dark Flace

B Paztor Dean Honsyoum

Mizchal] County

The Lord has blessed me remendously and I just waned
1o thank Crod fior everything He bas done forme. You know
the Lord did not have to save me, bat by His good graces
Ha came o where I was af and rescned me

The Bible teaches us that we wera m the “power of dark-
nossr” before wa got saved. Colosstzws 1-13 (EIV 1900)

13 Who hath deliversd ur fom the poneer of darimess,
amid huth fravslated ws into the bngdom of his dear Son.

Therefore, Iwas in a dark place as an vnsaved person T did not realize whare Twas
spimitually. Mipst people never consider thedr spirsmal condition before God We do oot
think of oursalves as being in the realm of darkness befora we get saved. Conld dhis be
e reason mawy of vs take our sabvatioa for graored, becanse we do oot consider whars
irod has boowzhe ws from?

Tip even bazan fo wrap our mind aroued whet God kes dooe for us is smazing, I
ware posstble o e ourselves in hell then we could begin o vnderstand the srace of
Crod. We have an aoooums of duis in Toke 16 about 2 rich man m hell whe Lfted hiz ayesz
in torment and saw Lazams comfored m Abrabem’s boson. This nch man begzad for
2 drop of water and for Lazarms oo wane bis five brothers of the hormtble place he wasin,
Tt is obvions from tes mie acoonar, had the rich man been sware of de horribis emify-
ing placs of bell he wonld have dope aoythiee fo avoidd going o this place of tonnens:,

Cmly throngh the Lizht of the
ospel and the comvicton of
the Haoly Spirt ame we made
zware of our need of salvaton.
We do not come o s place
of awareness oo our owm. By
the gracs of Cod, we are mads
sware of our smfal condition
bt rarely are wa convinced
of howy dresdfindly sinfal and
in darksss we are Tobmw 3:19
(BT 19000

18 dnd this = the comdemnanion, that Reht is come mide the world, and men Toved
aariaess rather than lighi, becawse their deads were avil

S, God comes nto our darkess and rescnes simners ot of 2 place we cxonot get
ot of o our own. How does one expose what 15 in the dak” You expose what is m
ihe dack by shining light mo darkness. Jesns Chimst is the “Hehi gf the world” and itis
His light and revelaton and week of the Holy Glost thar exposes and drwws our sindied
nanure to Himsalf for Salvaton 1 Jobw 2.8 (W 18000

8 dzaim, anew commandment Iwriie wndo you, which thang i irue o Fiim avd i
i becavze the derkmess iz past, and the friee gt now shivesh.

Thank God Tesns carme o whers Twas &t in a dark place I cowdd not get ot of, aed
Teequs pid vy =i debt on the cross of Calvany makme it possible for me to be saved
Fod doves you =0 nach even when we do not even consider whar He kas doae forus.
Whan Jesus died on the cross thare was darkness all over the land, becanze Ha was
paying the penalny for ony sin. The wazes of sin is death, bur thank God, the gift of God
is ezermal life derongh Tesas Chomist our Lord. Have you tusted Jesus Christ as vour Lord
aned SaviorT Grod can miest you whete you are at today, pray o Him today confess vour
sin 0 God and ask Jesas to be the Lord of vour Life. Bionusmes 10:13 (EIW 12000

13 For whosoever shall call upon the nawe of the Lowd shail be raved
Live life with “Io Femrer”

Pastar Dean Honeyoust shephends Spow Hill Baphist Chuorch tn Bakersviille, NC.
He may be reached ar 525-385-021 3, rmowhillbaptisnazmalil.com | op vizif fheir
wabsite @t wwwsnowhillbapiisrcom.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: B28-682-6144

“Serving the Community”
Trips for November
» Friday, November 3rd - Hamrick's
» Wednesday, November 8th - Asheville Mall
» Thursday, November 16th - Dollywood
» Tuesday, November 28th - Asheville Qutlets

warw brcnews com
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Pause. . .and Consider

Thankful, Grateful, Blessed
Ew Fer and Jan MMerop
Avery Clourt)

Shoulder

Thease sentimenis have been bubbling ovar
fromn our bearts so omich smoe moving fo our new
bome We maly are thankful, grarefil and blessed.
Eut, it was onr fiends whe also moved within 3
shor time and distance Som s who Kept sayine
this over and over, reflecting oo God's goodoess
1o them,

i . . ) The more they szid i, the more it rang mee o our oeam circumstances. And it got
L.E] SC1 Tl]-_ o | ﬂl}ﬁ-‘_ me to thirking, Aren’t the words thankful, sraredil and blessed rather simlar” But,
o 2z Iprayed and considered these words, Trealized sormething,
H l - g t th When wa are thankful it is 3 welling up fFrom within o God.
Ea lng ﬂ E When something amazming ocours, fom 2 place desp witkin we look up and say
“Thaok You, Lord!™ There's no considenne bow we nught say it when we should

S p eg d 0 f L ig ht 3y i.1: or “’:!L-Eﬂ:.&'l.’ eI ".'l..'il ar m.?-n'r. accornpEny the PE|'_'|'35E_ Because this is not

merely a phrase, If's praise. Praise o the only Coe who really desarves oo devodion

and thanksgiving.
Research published in the British Journal of Sports Mediciine When we are zratefil we look around and are barobled by God's zrace apd good-
stated that Laser therapy and steroid injections were the only nﬁ: ina simation. We wonder if we really deserve His grace and marcy 5o persod-
allv ziven.

treatments fhl:l'.'ﬂll'lg STHGT‘JGEE:'JIdEIH ce of :eﬁe clivensss f-::-; oy pachicl b Tl i o Bl s oy e g e st iy
treatment of frozen shoulder. So why n:h::n::nal-e aser therapy? weoimied i wayin S s Git. But, lockives e the previces e of my bt s md
It's the only treatment that has no negative side effects. recognizing that I was God's child . his dsughter. . Twas mfissed with courage. My
fou can't make that claim with stercids! henrt rejoiced witk grarefulness that God would wealk this road with me and fulfll
Poonsms & 28, BEW which says, “Awd we driow thar all things work sogether for
goad fo these wha love God, fo fese who are the ealled according fo His purpaze.”
When we are blgssad, we recognize that what i3 coming to ws is not Som our cwa

7 haed, bt from God's heart,
*\Fﬂm{d Health Cnrt." Hiorw precious it was when the Lord gave me a second chance, My mamage 1o
Sm“‘fﬂr Your LE{E my nsband, e, and the additon of twve more sons were blessings ooly He could
L s C t provide. He kvew moy heart and His favor fell upon s 2l
I e en er LASER THERAPY So, though dee words are similar in nature, thev hold different dimensions. . like 3
CHIROPRACTIC dizncnd reflects ligh.

Tlear iz why when we saw 2 sofa pillow that sard, “Thankful, Gratefil. Bleszad”
we knew we had to get it for o fHends a: 3 bowss wanuning @ift

Thatr words had sparked the refreskonent of our own thankfulness, pramiilnes
“Since 1982 and hlessedness warming our hearts and home. May they remind you of the same.

Burnsville, NC HEALTH COACHING
(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7T955 Selah
cruzlifecenter.com

FAMILY PORTRAIT

Brrtercup featiers anmsnnce te growih
aff these mew Samdigll Crane armivals
Mama and Papa ser the example so their babigs
are wall nonrished and able fo grow o mainrin.
My onr family portraits be legacies of biblical love and masuri:

“Tou shall teceh them dilipendy fo vour children__ in pour Rouse._
walk by the way.. e down. __rise np ™
Dexteromomy & 7

We have so much to be thankful
for during this Thanksgiving Season,
including our loyal customers.
May God bless you and your family

during this Thanksgiving Season!

Fen amd Jan reside m Land Harbour in dvery Coundy, whare they hmee moved m
refiramant because they love our mosmtainz.  They hanee weiften for wr i years
past.

SUMMIT

BUILDING SUPPLY Precision Auto Body
828-682-9841

www.summitbuildingsupply.com Marion, NC 28752

1385 Rutherford Road (8z8) 65z-2018

Fax (828) 652-4896
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Habitat for Humanity

Ha bitat Heroes

Bw Pohin Wardan
Mirchell Tancgy Coumbies

Adirchell-Yanceyw Habitar for Huananity 15 2 noa-profit
locally managed. enunenical Christizn honsing minestory
wiorking to parmer with fanmulies in need of safe, af-
fordable, and enerzyv-efficient bonsivg. Heuses bailt by
Habrear are sold to families who are able to pay a no-
interest monthly mertgaze, as well a3, their land tanes
and insurance. Each adult member of a family is required :
to provide 200+ bours of “sweat equity’” helping to tudld their bome. Hahitat
serves people iy nesd of decent honsing regardlass of race or relizion. Voluntesrs
plemrad hare are soms of the many Habimt Herpes providing mest of the laber for
aur loczl affiliate, whale individuals, corporatons & businesses, government agsn-
cias, chuarches, spd community organizafion provide grants, donations, and meate-
rizls to belp build Habitat bomes, We welomne volnoesrs to jodn us in "bnilding
homes and chapging lves” Becomie a Habifat Hero. Volanfeers are weloome.

Conmct— Steve Bruton
407-B84-0600

Email: Srevebabitatvelidnvaboo.com

Habutar Folunieers enjoy thetr work on the foundation of new
hame in Ledeer: Charlie Foust (Construction Supervizor), Tom
Haimerl, Jack Siglgfl Rick Harkins, & David Bush,

Adnchell-Yancey Habitat is 31l sesking 2 parcel of land for a desemving Habitat
parmear family m Mitchkell County, preferably in Ledzar or the summmding atea.
Pleasze comtact us if you have 3 Y acre of larger parcel to sell or would be willing
o donzre for theior pew homs site.

Contact; Misty Evans, Operanons Manager
B2E-766-0000 or email: myhfbveloord @yabon.com

Rofn Warden i3 the Board Foe-Prasidant and Development Chairperson af
Mirchell-Tancey Habitar for Humaniny,

Lana’s Lines

Flease Fass the Salt
By Lanz Ellis
Jngrport, Tenhesiea

Sale. A Simple four lemer word, but i packs 2 mighy
biz puwch! I have read that there are over 1400 uses of
zalt. Most of us theek of it a5 only the white substance
that comes out of the linle bolss in 3 shaker or muea-
sured precizaly for a recipe, but lags thap five percent of
the zalt produced is nzed in this way., Ameng the mamy
other wses is processing of food, meat, leather, chami-

cals, glass, soap, paper and even rayon Szl malts |
snow oo cold winter days and aids in making ice cream
on bot sunuoer days. Salt comes fom mines, the sea and wells. The comnmy that
produces the largest amonant of salt is China fellowed by the United States of
Amnerica. Ancther interestung tdbi I leameed is that wages were once paid with
zalt. Thus came the term “wpot worth hes salt™ meaning ope did not earn s wages.

This subject of saly came about a few months ago while I was oo 2 road wip
o a remote area in the rummiains. Before [ reached my desonacon I stopped
2t 2 roadside diner and orderad a hamburger and fras to zoo Upon reaching my
dastination with mouth watering. T ook 2 bnge bite of the burzer followed by one
of the largs fries that only 2 diner can producs. What? An wnsalted Frevch fry! I
dida’t kupow there was such a thing! Oh bew [ wish I could have sald to someons
“plaaza pass the zalt.” Job asked the guaston, “I5 rastelass food fo b eatem with-
out sain " Ay answer o JTob is yes bat it's oot much zood!

As previously mantionad salf iz derved fom mines, the sea and walls burt thers
is 80 &VED MyOTe NIpoTTant
spurce of salt, Christian-
inv. Az Dwas reluctantly
eafing unsalred fries I
was renunded thar Jesus
sxid that I. along with all
balisvers are the salt of the
aarth. Why would Tesus nse
the example of salt rather
than 3 sweetener” Waonder
why He dida't szy mive the
world candy coated “fesl
good preachine™? Sureby
that wonld make it ezsier
zrow & biz crowd aronnd
us, Why zalt? Salt 1s nsed for cuning apd preserving and I've never known it to
draw ants, buzs and other pests as sugar does.  In Mlark 9°50 Jesus said “Salt o
Eoad.. Hmve salt in yoursehes and be af peace with one another: ' The first place
we should be “paszing the walt” 13 in our homes, What kind of example are wa
safting fior our chuldren and spowses? Arswe carnz for thedr spiriteal 2nd mental
naeds as well as their phvsical peeds? Then step out of the honse 2nd look around
At our neighbors. Are they seeing and beanng Chnstawiny living out e our livas,
It's easy to “look and act saliy™ while ar claoch bar can sommecne there ses us a3
hypocritical?

Paul wrote “Conduct yourseives with wisdom roveard eutsiders, making tha
most of the opporfundy. Ler your speech always be with grace, seasoned with sait
5o that vou kmow kow you sheuld respond fo exch perzon. " (Colossians 4:5-8) We
live m & tasteless world thar is in peed of 8 Lot of “Jesus salt,” So please pass the
zalt!

Lana Eifi resides in Kingsport TN, next door fo grandchildren. Church oo Wzt
Coloniql Hilis Bapiist Church.

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

A® Erie
Insurance’

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

waw brenews.com
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Tim's Treasures

“The Eivers We Cross™

v Timothy W Tron
Burke Coungy

“Fear not, for I have redeemed vou,

I have called you by vour name,

You are Mme.

2 When vou pass through the waners, Twill be with you,
And through the rvers, they shall not overfiow you
When you walk through the fire, vou shall mot be omed,
Nor shall the fame scorch vou.

3 For Iam the Lord vouwr God, " — Tzziah 48:1-3

Before me the roeumtams lay shronded o the nuost

Grandfarher remaies hidden under dark skies. He doeesn’t want to be bothered
today, The 1ain had cleared long erough for a short hake, so bhere I stand waich-
ing as clowds like waves on the ocean, crash against the shorelive. In caln, guiet,
s formidakle stealth, each one suaashes against the babwark of the peaks vet
o be apmulfed by the coming storms. Somewhere below the mist lay the sleepy
Iirfle village of Collemsville. Along its main soreet ned with mill town houses the
John's Fiver fows. clear and cold. Parr of miv walk had already taken me past ifs
banks confirming that the water was cnce more, clear of the day's rains. My mumnd
thionghe of cthe recent journeys to church and bow foor three Sundayvs in 8 row T had
crossed the rver to reach the other side. It became part of my personal challenge
Az [ explained it 1o Pastor Fee, it mada me sppreciate being able to make it 1o
chuach. In Iife, we often take for granted the ease with whick we worshkip and all
that kas made that posstble. This suwmmer’s jougney had made me more aware
of this fact thap ever before. So, as part of 1y weekhy walk o Sundsy moming
preaching, fording the John's Biver became miy nte of passage, so o speak. Each
mme [ epcounntered a pew twist, 3 new challenze. Each mme, thera were the dif-
fonloes making it our of the river and up the steep bapk on the town side of the
water. It made me think of how we offen cross our own rvers.

Both my mother and father have zons on. They hawve both crossad their Biver of
Jordan to reach that far distawt shore. Each pazsed in their own wav, bat it was my
Blessing to have had the opporianity to 52y goodbve to each of them bafors they
stepped o the current and be2an their journey across; God toade that possible.
I'wzs not there on the other side to welcome themn home, bt in soms instance. I
kEnow they both had steep embankments up which they had to stuzgle; death did
oot cotne easy. So, it is for wmany whe have died, and for those tdmes we pray thas
the Lord give them comfon in their tme of crossing. We would want the same. As
Christ suffared oo the cross for our sins, be too felt the painful anguish of death’s
stng, but be was not defeated by i From life to death we all skall pass, bat where
we fimsh is up to us; 2 chodce thar nost be mads here on this side of that baanasal
fowing swand.

Keep Your Feet Warm!

Poad

BY AFD WING BHOES

# 882 600 grams
inswdation

Irish Setter

Boots
200-600-1000
Grams
insulation

APPAREL FOR THE
ENTIRE FAMILY

FREE Gift Wrapping
Gift Cerfificates Available

“SHOP LOCAL?®™ wwwgrassycreekelothing.com

1"(155y C ?’Z’g/{
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Starting Mow. 24th
Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri &:30am-7.00pm |
Wed, Sat 8- 30Em-5:30om

Closed Sunday
-Go to Church

“A decizion rmany
fail 1o make in dme
I thought to myself,
standing thers admir-
ing God's beauty
even m the midst of
an approsching stomm

The sullness was
broken by 2 shoill
znort. Behind moe on
2 ree-covered peak
bevond whers T stond,
a buck buffed irrever-
antly at me; my presence bad encroached upon his domain. Cuee conldn’t balp (o
think that perhaps ke was as epamorad with the scens as was I The crickets spoke
of the coming darkness, 30 Tnade oy way back down the slope to hoe leaving
the deer to his peace. My thonzhis meandered back to the clear Sowing watars
Tomerrow Iwould oy ooce more 1o find mysalf wading the waters to reach the
sancinary, challenged but oot dindeishead by what It took o reach thar distant
shore. The first step is always the bardest.

Likewize when we decide o take our leap of faith and comnut our lives o
sarving the Lord, the fivst step 1= the most diffioult. Stepping from the safetv of the
shere info the unknown can be enough to cause us to reconsider our decizion We
think itiz all eur doing, thar wa'll have to make it on ovr own. What we often fail
to realize = that once we begin our jowrney with Hive, thar is Him God, that will
b= there to help make up the diffsrences we camnot fathorn. So, when we finally
realize that we are nof alons, we can make that st step

The freezing water at first 15 ke uoning fire, but with mme. we become manb
T 1ts pain. As we leam to st in Him we are able to camy oo, pushing forward,
becoming numb to our previons fears. The current is smong, and it takes every
ounce of strenzth 1o take each new step, ver we are not detemed. In our weakness,
we become swong in Him. The reward we seak is far greater than rthe obstacles
that ov to dissuade vs from reacking thar distant shore. The cold has lessened the
patns; shll. we contimie on regardless of what others nught say or think Juce
we find curselves conymetted, stapding on the brink of the mushing watars, we stll
stregele to make the crossing. They never szid it wonld be easy. Trizl and freba-
lzticm batfiet s like the comming stors befiore me this neght. Below the surface,
rocks make each step painful as our bare feef seek o guide our way. Meamwhils,
we are burdened down by the past life; fvancially and emotopally. The anchor
of our self-flicred burdans become wrwvanted drag against the current. Braaking
fre= is in soowe ways as difficulr as dyingz In essence, we must dis to o fommers
zalves 3o that we may be made spew m Chaist. As Paul said, "Denglore, i armpone
i i Cheist, he is @ new oraanion; ofd things have passed away, befold, all things
Fenve becore e, © Wa tend o iy w bring the past with us, aed the problems
therein. With persistence, we push oo Owne by one, we 2 our urdens fee
lightening our load. As we lsam w walk in our faith, those resmaints that kept us
shackled to the past are broken away, and we are set fles,

Wirth aach step. we find 2 rhythm o the river's bamon, and soon, we ars begin-
ming to find the peanng distant shore. Wa konow we are oa the right path for tha
et is against us, ke these mials through which we persevers, they budld cur
character, and with each ocne we become stronger in our farth. Cnce wa make
landfall, we wearily clonb up cut of the dver, careful not to slip and fall back in.
Locking doam from above, we can see from whapoe we came. Thare is peace in
knowing that you have made it through the storm. Thers is peace in knowing that
with Hom, all things are possible, aod because of Him, we have that distant shors
for which we mav smive,

The choice is ours

Step inte the water and begin vour jourmey.

Yo'l wot um back, for if it is His wall, then it shall be dons.

Thavks be to God.

Timathy W Trom is the Executive Director gf the Waldensian Trml af Faith. He
fmver in Faldese with Riz famihy. He i the auitor af "Bruacke fo Hemun, " and an
active biggger, artiz? and musician. Timoitly aise has @ BSEE flom UF, is an Eagie
Seout . He io now feaching in Warauga Coundy

Freedom Life Enterprises:

*» Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residantial

* Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 - B28B-559-2700

www. bronews,. com
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Are You a Blessing or Are You Blessed?
Bw Pastor Steve Willtarns
Mirchell County

Are you a Blessing or are vou Blessed, thar's the
qaestion’ Do you realize that each day yow and I have the
chanca 1o be a blessing to someons elsa? The reason is
Grod has given s another day apd apother chapce iobe s
blessing to the people He puts o our lives. Mow the gues-
fiow is are you willing fo be a blessing o someone elsa? I
realize that if we choose o be & blessing to others we are geing to have 1o make
sacrifices dunng the day. You're zoeing to have to take valuable mme out of vour
sy day and be willmg o offer that dme to someons alze. Mow I want you o
nnderstand it doesn’t take as long as you might think it will to be 2 blessing. Do
vl know 3 kind word and a smile will go 2 long ways aod will be a3 bleszing 1o
those vou share i with?

[ remember one parson who was 3 real blessing to me in my life, even thangh I
never found out ber nama. She showad me the Dopertance of Tying to be a blass-
ing eachk day of our life. Twas a student st Fnatlznd Bapast College in Hendarson-
ville WO, Ry car was giving e and ooy wife a lot of oouble and we wers having
2 tongh fimee making ends meet, if vou koew what [ mean? ['m ot a mechanic,
s whea [ bave moukle with moy car I'to at the mercy of the zarage or dealership
Ttake it to. 5o I ook our car to the deslarshup to see what was wrong. They told
me that they bad o put it oo & machine 1o find the problem. 5o after the fest was
completad they came out and said, Mr Willtams it going to cost guite a bit o get
it fized. bmt if vou dow't et it fizad. vou're geing to wind uwp having even more
problems:. I had nowhare near the monsy, so I had to tall themn T couldn®t do it
Tovondd just have to keep driving the car the way it was, A lzdy that was sign-
ing in cars at the dealsrship szid Mr Willtams watt a mdnote and let me chack
oa sonething. [ watted and watted and then fually she came back and said, “Ir
Willizms I've got vou some good news, this is & wamanty problem and we will
ke abla fo fix it for vou at a0 cost. [ began thanking her and thavked ker agaim for
all ber help. I shared with her how we just dide’t have aoy exma meeey becanse
Iwas going to Fruitland Bikle College. And Listen to what this lady told me. She
said “Seve this ome, each morning on my drive o work T ask God to allow me fo
be 2 blessing ro someone. somehow during the day. Today God has allowed vou 1o
be thar person. I never forget the importance of trying to be a bleszing o someons
during the daw

Bemermber each day God Gives ws a blassing bev allowing us to sse ansther
day. Souse It a3 an oppormaity for you o be a blassing w sameons that day.

BS.I'd like to thank all the peopls. thar God bhas put ooy life who have
blessed me, by showing me the importance of beingz a blessinz. I can't call you
all by namea but vou know who you sre. I'm so thank$al for all the cards, calls,
and kind words v all have shared with me for o many years. I have been so
BLESSED.

Words: of Wisdom

» The Bible is cos of the greatest blessings bestowed by God on the childrea of
men. It has God for its anthor; salvariow for irs end. and outh withowt any mivmre
for its mater It is all pure.  Tobn Tocke

* If you expect the blessings of God, be kind to His peopla. 24

I zrwe all the glory to God Ir's kind of 2 win-win simaton. The glory goes up o
Him and the blessings fall down onme, MNA

» We ars all differenrs, b whan we ask for the Lord's blessmes, we must not for-
zet that God cested ws equal. KA

» Ezch fime we cooparata with God, we fake one mors giant step forwand. Be-
canse when God asks us to change, it means that He always bas something beattar
o Eive s - more freedom, sreater joy, and greater blessings. WA

A Little Langhter for the Heart

An elderly woman was & faithful church goer and an avid reader of the Bilkle, In
fact the Bible is all she read. A fiiend asked, “Why don’t you read aovihing other
than the bible? *T can’t the woman replied, “T'm cranwmng for ooy finals ™
Something te Thinl: About

Seek not to wmderstand thar thow mavest believe, but belteve that thou mayest
mnderstand  Auvsustine

and mnchade the games “Fraction Cify,” “Piece of Cake™ and “Hmeme Math Bas-
Eetball.” While Poole teaches reading sud science for ber bommeroom, she teaches
math to all fifth graders ar Hildebran and was leoking for a way o engage her
stdents in a S way. Poole said math can be 2 tough concept for her smadents. bar
iz & viral part of the cwmioulum. To enzage her studants more, Poole nses games to
help them srasp the concepts of marh, wheeh she hopes will get her students mare
excited about math especizlly during the end-of-the-year review. She said the
Zames will comes in handy durtug the ravisa.

Poola szid of Dooors Choese, “This 15 such an easy way o get sttt for your
classrooms. [ recommend it to everyone that I can. 1 think the kids are going to
love it who peed o g2t more excited about math ™ She bopes this will nspire
ather teachers to do something sinular for their students” funoes.

The prncipal of Hildebran, Randy Sain said, T thought it was great that Mrs.
Poola was awarded the grant The math garoes she gof are very useful in keeping
the kids enzagzed, on task aod learning ™ Sain hopes the zames will find a way
reach the kids through hands-on leamung,

Glern Eckard with Horace lznn was among the donors to Poole “Dionors
Choose™ ragquest. “Diopors Choose” is 2 fres. nonprofit website where teachers can
racaive findme for smdent resources

Charyd Shegfifer is the Pubiic Ratations Qffcer for the Burke County Public School
Syaiam,

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Solutton on page 14

Sudoku

Steve Williams is the Paztor gf Barry Chapel Bapiizt Church i Spruce Pine

© SlatcPouid Modis

= Hazardous Tree
Removal

= View Clearing

= Pruning

= Chipper Service

Certfied Arborist * Insured + Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

SERVICE

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Relaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113

REE

waw brenews.com
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Bridges the Gap

By Erent Price, Cutreach Chaplain
Mirchell Couniy

Hawve you ever known someons who always finds a
way to make sure everyone notices them? You know, the
one whe enters 3 room exclaming in one way or another,

“Here I am'" Always center-stage. managzing to push their
way to the front of every parade, each moment of their
life makes it clear that no matter wihat it is-—-—- it"s always
about them . Huomility is definitely over-rated.

Given mamy of the ways I bear the word nsed, bumil-
ity doesn’t sound like a guality I'm ready to embrace either. Think about it. Poor
people, the mentally challenged and the nnder-privileged are frequently labeled
“hionble.” Persons who are inappropriately modest or demonsirate a low estimate
of their mmportance are nuoble. When someone is “lunbled”™ we generally think
of someones who has been brought down 3 notch or two. MMeek and lowly all too
often mesns weak and powerless. Mot sure it's for me.

Hirarewer, pennine humility is 8 beantiful gquality m awy person. You know whao
these people are. They tonch our fives in often simple vet profound ways. They
Emter 8 room in 3 manner that says, “Well, there yon are!” They wonld rather see
than be seen, listen rather than be heard. At tmes you know thers is somewhera
else they nead to be, but they
hawe chosen to be with you
instead. In their presence you
can sense 4 power that is never
overwhelming or abusive.

Here we experience humil-
ity rooted in lowve. Inspiring
and encouraging it creates
opparmmities for others to see
in themsalves that which was
hidden. It takes a back seat,
bt couldn®t imazine missing
the ride. It works backstaze
so the show can be a success
in spite of the fact that it will
never be mvited to take 3 bow.

Don’t be fooled by fake
modesty and waich out for the
person who is secretly dving
to gei noticed becanss they are so “humble ™ It doesn't take longz to figure out, bt
they cam get you if yon don’t watch out

True bumility lies at the beart of the choice to set onrsalves asgide for a mo-
ment, or a week of more for the sske of another. It doesm’t discount the worth of
its words or deeds, nor does it advertse them for all o see. Footed in a servant’s
heart, bnmility quistly goes about the work of love. It speaks for ftself

Thank God for all those who continne o see others first, going about the work
of lowe, making this spinning ball we call home a beter place forus all.

Raverend Brent Price is a chaplaim at Hospice & Palliamee Care of the Blue
Ridge.

BUREAU

INSURANCE

IRueCeasd DlweShickid
ol Pl il rndinn

828-765-9678

Mitchell Co. Farm Bureau

157 Skyview Circle Bretf Cloer
. Chriz Johnson
spruce Pine , nc 28777 Chasity Pitman

AL 1T

Ty D e Py Daas, ¥ oEs raasp Do Vlgre s o8y meees 2 Bark Tamipe b 0 b U aree [oss: i e

Auto-Home- Life - Health - Bank
Bakersville, NC
(828)688-3745

By Danie] Barron
Mitchell Couniy

The Fund for Mitrchell County n collsboration with the :
Conmmmity Foundstion of Western Morth Carolina awarded |
8 2016-2017 People m Need prant of 513,000 to Hospice 4
and Palliative Care of the Blue Bidge for a project called
Erdzing the Gap. HRCER, formerly Hospice of Michell
County, is 3 nonprofic 501 C 3 crganization that serves
individuals and families who are faced with a life-limiting
illmess.

In 3 recent interview the staff pointed owt that when an individual is accepted
info their cars, that individwal receives total care for the remamder of his or her
life. Lmhlemprmﬁimganmnunsm::cqmﬁmm:epuﬂshln‘y
™ for all hospice related needs even when

Mediczid or Medicare benefits have been
Iluqﬂ-:-tlnd-["ﬂ'luln-r (Res exhausted. Anyone or any family facmg
w Care of the Thoe Ridee, e, - the many difficnlt issues that are eased
P—— |'III-'I'|'_I-H"#¢‘W 1 Emﬂwﬂmemmmﬁ

- i rezardless of incpmme level are encour-
aged o ke advantage of their care and

. : support. Those who do come from lower
income simzations are assured of the same lowing care for as long as they require it
The purpose of Bridsing the Gap is to establich a snstainable program that will
finance many of the daily needs faced by chients which are not covered by tra-
tional supplements, clothing, housshold supplies, pa:-:nn.il care uams,urilnyhﬂls
including keating and cooling, and cther often relatively low cost tems that mamy
of ns take for gramted but are beyond the meager budgets of some individuals and
familiss.

The program is not & one-time project, rather it will be combined with exist-
Hpspice Thrft Store in Ledper, Ammial Golf Towrmament st Grassy Creek; and
the colorful Cmz-In Car Show in Bakersville. Go to their website for details and
to support their work with donstions and or volunteer opportonities: hifps:fwamar
hospiceandpallistiversreoftheblneridze. orz/.

“The Fund for Mitchell County Advisory Board contimzes mhemqmessed
with the many services that 1 ;
nonprofits offer Mitchell
County residents,” szid
Board Chair, Dr Than
Barron. “This year we had
spme very difficult deci-
sions to make, but the pro-
posal submitted by Hospice |
stood ot first becanse the
staff were ahle to show the
memendons need out there
Second, how the project
conild be sustainakble for - —
years to come. Finally, chmng our interviews with the staff, 1t was obwiouws that
they have a deep personal as well as professional caring for each person and fam-
ily they work with and we wanted to suppost that level of care and
Cconumitment ™

The Fund for MMitchell County was able to award $50,000 in
grants to hiitchell County nooprofits during the 3016-2017 fiscal
year. The Fund for Mitchell County is a totally volunteer orgami-
zation and an affiliate of The Commumity Foundation of Westem
HMorth Caroling. Tax deductibles confributions which will remain in
Mitchel County forever are welcome (hitps J/wonw cfmnc.org Affili-
atePunds ThePumdforhfitehallCounty aspex). For more information
contact Dr. Draniel Barron: 823-284-1914 or drdapbamond@email
Com.

Dr: Daniel Barron was a distinguished Prgfessor Emariius af
University af South Careling. He was the former direcror gf AMTS

We Give Thanks

31
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Concerned Citizens of Yancey and Mitchell County

Vigil Held for Closing of Labor & Delivery
at Blue Ridge Regional Hospital

By Mike Lamm
Mirchel! and Famcay Counties

Cm September 30 the Lasbor and Dielivery department
at Blue Fidge Berional Hospital was officially closed.
Despite concern exprecssd by local residents abont the
mmrreased risk m childbirth thet would resnlt from preg-
nant mothers having o travel much finrcher to Marion
or Ashyille while in labor, Mizsion Health refised to re-
consider theit decision. Consequently, over 3 hundred
people zatherad on the nizht of September 30 for 3 candlelight vigil for healihcane
in Yancey and Mitchell counties.

Pastor Torommoy James (First Bapist, Bumsville) began the service by praying,
“WWe zather here ar this place and at this fme to grieve together As 8 CommMumiry:.
We grieve becausze of the mjustices of cormpt systems that place profit above
people. We gather to grieve because of even greatsr hardships that will be placed
on poor families who are already stuggling. We pray for Little babies and mothers
who lives might be in dmper. We pray for health care workers who will lose their
jobs and whose families have been diznapted by the closing of labor and deliver at
Biue Ridze Begional Hospital. We fum to you becsuse so mamy politicians dom’t
care —we furn to you becanse of the pain inflected by commupt systems that exploit
the vulperable among us.™

Pastor Bill Whiteside (Wian's Valley Preshyterian) gave 3 moving reading fooon
Pzalm 38 inchuding "My back is filled with searing pain, there iz no health i my
body. Tam feeble and wirerly crushed, I groan in anguish of hegrs, O LORD, do
nof forsake me; be not far from me, O my God, Come quickiy fo help me, O Lond

: Savior ™
HlfJrI'ash:ﬁ: Jeremy Troxler (Spmce Pine Methodist) recalled the story of children
being bronght fo Jesus (MJatthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-14; Luke 18:15-17). He
szid “TWe stand here tonizht keeping wigl fo mark the end of Labor and Delie-
ery services at Blue Ridze Hegional Hespital Asa Christian pastor, I am here
because [ take Jesus at his word: that the degree to which a person or a Ccormm-
nity is willing to welcome children is the depres to which it is willing to welcmme
God. Tam here becanse of o1y concemn that the closing of local Labor and Deliv-
ery burts the well-being of vulnersble children in our compmanity: and because I
want o be part of 3 comnmmity that does everything it can w provide blessing and
healing for every child born info this world.

We give thanks for holy moments in which parents and grandparents laid eyes
on the face of their infant for the first tdme. We express our gratimde for all of
those doctors, and morses, and staff who have served in the history of Labor and
Delivery. We have gathered fo lament. We prieve that our mothers will not be
ghle to give birth lecally under a doctor's care. We lament staff members wio
hawe lost jobs or who have been forced to relocate. We mourn that oar comnom-
nity feels less sirong and self-sufficient than it was before.

Crur presence here registers our concem for our imborn children, and for ex-
pectant families who now have to wavel longer distances to receive the care they
feel they need We are concemed about a trend in which decisions profoundly
affecting our comnmnity are being made by people far away, people whose own
farmilies do not experience themselves the consequences of those decisions. We
are concemed . . . about the direction of an impersonal health system that some-
mmes seem o care more abowt PE than about the EF. more about dollar signs than
vital sizms.

The word "vigil™ refers to watchfulness, to being awake, to paying sttenfion. In
response to the closing of Labor and Dielivery mamy of ns are being more watch-
ful paying greater attention to the state of health care cloze to home.  But as we
light candbes tonight, we do 50 in part to express a hope: the hope that this vigil
is ot metely a wake - but that . . . we might cns day be 3 comnmnity again that
does ev ing in its power to take Jesus at his word, and to weloome the litle
children. ™

Pastor Whiteside read abowt Fesns healing a leper (Mlark 1:40-44), a woman
who had been unable to straighten ker back for eighteen years (Luke 13:10-13),
and Jesus healing k&
crowds of sick people
(Bdatthenr B:35-36).

Pastor Mike Larnm
(retired Preshyterian
mimister) spoke abont
the miracles of Jesus,
nofing that three-
fourths of the indi-
vidual miracles cured
illness or disakbility.

In addition, there are
sinieen passages that
tell of crowds of people
coming to Fesus to be healed When those are taken into account, we realize that
all bust a tiny fraction of the mitacles of Jesus were healthcare miracles. Mone

of his miracles wers spormons spectacular events fike the nation-wide plagues
that Mosas delivered to Ezypt. In fact, we are told of imes when Jesus purposely
healed in private mnd when he fold those be cured to not tell anvbody. We only
know of two fimes that Fesns knew the person He bealed and there are mamy times
when there is no mention that anyone had faith. Jesus was indiscriminate in who
He healed: youmg and old, rich and poor, male and femals, Israelite and foreignar,
People weren't Tequired to prove that they were worthy.

While people were Impressed by the ability of JTesus to heal, Tesus was less
motvated by wantng to impress people than He was by compassion for their

suffering (Mark 1:41;
Luke 7:13; Marthew
9:35-36 and others).
He recopnized that all
people are precions in
God's sight (Mamhew
G:28). And Fesns taught
that we are to freat
other people in the way
that we hope they will
maat us (the “polden
rule.” (Luke 6:317. “If
we claim to kave faith
then there are moral issues thet st be addressed if we are to be found faithdial.
In the parable of the rich man and Lazams (Luke 16:19-31), Jesus made it clear
that the extent to which we overloek the illness of others is 2 moral issue. Health-
care is a meoral issue. And if you consider yourself to be 2 persom of farth, itis a
faith issue™

As everyone's candles were being lit, Pastor Travis Winkoop (Griffith Cha-
p=l) read the words to the song, “Lizght One Candle™ followed by Galatians 5:14;
Matthenwy 25:34-40; JTames 2:15-17 and Matthew T:12. Then he spoke eloguenthy
shout havinge been born 2t the hospital in Sprace Pine and closed the service
with 8 powerful praver The crowd sat in candislit prayerful silence for several
mimites.

The Vigil for Healthcare was co-sponsored by SEARCH (www searchwmc.
org) #nd by the Yancey-Aditbchell branch of the WAACE SEARCH {Susmining
Eszential and Fural Comnmnity Healthoare) is a recently formed organization
of concerned citizens that seeks to "empower greater Involvement in decisions
affecting the healthcare of our residents" and "to preserve, swengihen and expand
access to essential medical services in our area" The Yancey-Mitchell MAACE
mission "is o ensure the politcal, edocatonal, social and economic equality of
rights of all persoms "

Michael Lamm waz pastor gf First Preshyderian Church in Thomasville, NC wnsil
he retired fo Burnniile in 2015, He doas pulpit supply and a &t gffwriting. Be-
Jore enfering the muimistry he was a consiruchion worker and an qudio enginear

Thanksgiving Blessings
To You and Yours

A (aring Partnerat Home

When Florence was unable to live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-clock caregiver. When
her medical needs became too much for one person to handle,
the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensured
that both Florence and Marcy's physical, secial and spiritual
needs were being met.

A
 CarePartners

HOSPICE & PALLIATWE CARE
MCDOWELL

Exceprional Care. Every Day.

(828) 659-7068
carepartners.org
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children behjr‘lg N ; ?y_.,,,_(%;._u "

Recent spikes in the number of children in foster care in North Carolina have
created an urgent need for families who are willing to open their hearts and
homes to children in need. Crossnore School & Children's Home offers the

necessary training and supervision required to become a licensed foster
parent.

For more information, contact Gretchen Goers, Foster Care Supervisor and
Licensing Specialist, at (828) 733-4305 or ggoers@crossnore.org.

CROSSNORE)Y'

school & children’s home

Avery Campus: PO Box 249 | 100 DAR Drive | Crossnore, NC 286160249 | (828) 733-4305
Winston-5alem Campus 1001 Reynolda Road | Winston-5alem, NC 27104 | (338} 721-7600

infocrosenora.org | www.crosenore.org
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For your many sides,
there’s

HOME BUSINESS LIFE POWERSPORTS

BURNSVILLE

(828)682-2325 Na tiunwi de’
SPRUCE PINE is on your sicle
(828)765-2790

NEWLAND Rﬁl\?
(828)733-9500 T E N

MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE :
gsassociates

(866)346-4202
| Gﬂﬂfa’?x ﬂ ?

Regina Hensley RenceWoody Michele Riddle Crystal Amold Dena Hensley Dusty Robinson Emily Robinson  Shelia Miller
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commercial Agent
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Mot &l Nafionwide aMiaied companies are mutsal companies and not all Matonwide members are Insured by a muhial company. Matiomaide, the Nalionwide M and Eagle Join

the Mation, What's precious ta you |6 precious io us and We put members
first because we dont have shareholders are service marks of Mationwide Mubual Insurance Company. @ 2017 Natiomwide Mutual Insurance Company. MPRA0T18AC.2

(0ar17)
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY
You'll enjoy stimulating lectures, cultural activities,

sporting events, and educational opportunities.

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE
Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included

Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970
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