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Smoky Ridge Health & Rehabilitation

It Takes a Village. . .

By Heather Steuer
Yancay Coungy

We zre all familiar with the age-old adage “it takes a wil-
lage". Auwtomatically we think of thiz proverl in termes of
raizing children and the benefit of comomnity rallying aroumd
our youth fo love, support and teach them. We know the impor-
tance of agreeing npon a team approach, which influences char-
acter, quality of life and a sense of worth in our young people.

These principles are so important and should always be 2 way
of life. That being said, it seems that there is a certain portion of our population
that could and should benefit from those very same principles... Cur Elderly.

I kave worked with and for the elderty for most of mry career 1 have had the
bonor on many occasions to sit with 20 year old women and yust listen. I listen as
they share their life stones. I listen to all that is and has been important to them
They share their accomplishments, the people that they lowe and the life chal-
lenzes that have bronght them sormow. As they recount their life stories the valids-
tion is evident and the joy that comes forth is recognizable. In cne small act, just
Lstewing they are blessed and so am T Their life story now, not only matters to
them; it now maters to me too. We have just had an exchange woonan to woman,
nmot 30 year old to 40 year old. You see, she has been me and ope day I will be
her I am reminded I will need someone to listen to my story and remind me that
I meatter, I will meed someone o overlook my wrinkles and declinimg health and
remind me that Twas, I am so mach more than my appearance, age and health
condition.

Let's remember to abarays be the village. Let's look for oppormandties fo love
on our children and our seniors. Let's remember how moportant it is to talk and
teach our children to Listen and kearn from our elders. Let’s take the time to pay
attention to our elderly family members, church mermbers and neighbaors and find
ways to serve and homor them. They so desperately nead and deserve it W will
all corme te 4 space in time when we will need our village. let's make sure that
while we have the ability to, we do it well. Always emembering we belong to
each other.

~ Blassings

T have worked in health care for 14 years, 10 az an LPN and the last 6 years in

COMUMLTLY reiafions.

A IL(!FE'ES for Remembering Me!

Yancey County Hospice

“Holiday Grief"
By Tacob Willis
Famcay Connly

The Holidays are depicted as happy times of family
znd friends gathering aroumd the table to celebrate life
and faith. This depiction is tree for some people as they
are healthy, close to relatves, and zainfully employved.
Hplidays can be a different story for some people,
bowever. Many people spend the holidays alone. This
nme iz particularly difficult for elderty people who live
alpne. Many of them rely on public rapsportation, meals
on wheels, semior centers, and neighhaors for food and support. Thedr lives e
made better by these services. During the holidays, many of these services sren’t
svailable. Mamy of our local seniors are left withont meals, or aoy way to get out
of the house. Many seniors in oursing facilities miss their homes the most durmg
ihe holidays. The memories we all celebrate can baunt them Many seniors sadly
are abandoned by their families, or they outlive their famdlies. Thanksgiving and
Chrisnmas are holidays that many elderly people spend alone and banzry. What
can we do during this time, and all year, to honor those who have given so much
1o usT First of all, we can open our eves and bearts to see a peed. Many fmes
during the bolidays we can focus on our families, food, and presents. Getting
all of this tomsther can be overwhelming. During this time it is really impontamt
to remember the “Feason for the Season™. Jesus came to serve the marpinabized
people of this world. This season is about giving, loving, and sacrifice. T think it
is important to rermind our children that people who are less formnate are our re-
sponsibility. We have a responsibility fo care for those who cared for ns. We kave
a calling to minister to those who are lungry, imprisoned, sick, and booneless. We
are called to do this not only at Christmas and Thanksgiving, but all year long.
If you choose to volunteer serving food to the homeless, prisoners, or shnf-ins, it
will open your eyes to the great need in our world. Delivering zifis to the pursing
home and spending time with them enhances our lives beyvond messure. In giving
we receive. People need someone to love them. They need someone to care sbout
them regardless of what they have done or been. Secondly, we can identify people
in our own commnnity that have needs. We can visit them idewtify their need, and
make them our adopted family. We need to make our churches aaare of the needs
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Is your day interrupted with a frequent need to use the restroom?
Bladder control issues are not a normal part of aging. Ouwr specislists are here to help with treatment

options to fit your nesds.

Call today for an appointment.
WCWEC.COMm

(B2B) 670-5665 |
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Half of all women
have fibroids by age 50.

Symptoms can include heavy or prolonged periods, frequent urination and pelvic
pressure. Our specialists are here to help with treatment options to fit your needs.

r‘

To talk about your symptoms and treatment options, schedule an
l appointment with Dr. Megan Daw atVWestern Carclina Women's

Specialty Center,

Call today for an appointment.
(828) 670-5665 | wcwsc.com
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Disficious. Chimess Food fo Teke Cut or Eal in

12105 Hwy 226 South
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Tek (828) 768-8811

{Commons Shapping Center)

~ Altapass Baptist | Pi The Bridae Church
Church ne Branch dge Chu Berry Chapel
3831 Alinpess Hay Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
Heshin Fh. N 48 Ghurch Road Auricia 280 Chapel St
| sapasebaptistchurch@ccvn.com| Spruca Pine, NC 28777 ﬁm Pine, NC 28777 ww
Phone: (828) 765-8101 ’I'.HEWHC.ug woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Banfield www.pinebranchbapiistnet Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
Bunday Bohool - THd0am Fastor - Steve Williams
Warship -11:00am Reverend Bobby Jou Greane Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School 8:45 AM
“ﬁ“ = T:00pm Sunday School » 9:45-10:40am ﬂ'l.l'ﬂ'll"lﬂ-F waﬂ:'ﬂ‘h 11:00 AM
(Conductars for Christ ages 6-11) Warship Servos « {0:45am 8:00AN-3:00PM e
ol B Dl e B W
o
Bible Bedleving Civarch™ Loving God and Loving Peope nation and wordl (Ses Juhn 17:21) N e D R
. First Advent Morganton
e | [, | [ domen | et
e e Adventist Church
11080 Hwy. 228 South . MC 28658 2187 Road 1717 Harrell Hill Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 it |r-m]||'rllun.nm ""I:m, ill i :H N Bakersville, NC
spumc3gbellsouth.net Paster Patrick Bradshaw B26-684-8212 (B28)-458-1947
,.,,“,:m.,,,mm,,m,,,, s as| || TR R e Pastor: John Smith
Sabbath (Satu
Sunday Sehool - 10:008m e waratun 11 O AR Bibla m.uir_nm Sunday School - 10:00 am
Worship - 11:00am W Youth Meal 5:30PM - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship - 11:00 am
Chalr - 7-00pen b sacen|  |Vegetarian Buffet after church
Thia mission of Sprcs Fine Urnibed Chaoir TASPM Wednesday W are a small, Christ-
Matheaisl Chissh @ 1o ba & baboon on Sat. Band 4:30PM Praise, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
8 HE sprasding T Bood News of Jesus .. 7:00 pm would love o share God's Wond
e etk et FRomet e www.morgantonsda org and love with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy m Banner EIK Roan imnugmmm
500 East Drive u
o b 793 OWNG 220y United Methodist Church Baptst Church
828-437-1212 e Py Pt ot P.0. Bax 68
wanw, grassyoreakbo.ong [R28) B63-6640 Bakersvilie NC 28705
Pastor: Dr. C. Timothy Fowler
Timothy Fortune & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker S
& Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday School - 10:00 am Worship Service - 11:00
nday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamparary Senvics - 3:40 am Sunday Evening - 630
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm me =100 am Wednesday Bible Study - 7:00
ﬁr*ﬂ'ﬂ“mlil-r} 7:00pm| b -Ihﬂprn '
www.myhorizanchurch.ong Id-wesak worship F-00pm l.h:b%
Transforming Lives Through ol mandpigeriad W#i’lﬂwﬂu wtan mmﬁﬂ:ﬂw&'&m
The Power of Jesus Chrisi! may know Christ” English Classes - Tues, & Thars. § - B pm and His Word is belisved.
O Holy Night
O haly night the stars are brightly shining

It iz the night gf owr dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Tl He appeared and the sowd felt its worth
A thrill gff hope the weary world rgioices
For vonder breaks a new glorious morm
Fall on your Ineaz
O haar the amgels " volcer
O night divine
O night when Christ was barn
& might diving o night
O might divine
A thrill g hope the weary world ngioices
Faor yonder breaks a new glorious morm
Fall on your Ineas
O haar the angels " volces
O night divine
O night whan Chrizt was born
O might diving o night
O night diving
Ok yes it was
Oah it i1 the night gf our dear Smiors irth
OF yeah, oh yeah, of yeak, yeah
Tt was a holy holy holy, ok oh oh

Songwriters: Adolphe Adams, John Sallivan Davight
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Church Directory

Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Church Baptist Church Baptist Church SB Baptist Church
i 4o 327 Bear Crosk Road ptl b
Plamirsa, NC 20654 Ba NC 28705 222 West Bumsyille Church Rd. 4668 Burkemont Rd.
Pt i D Bl ol Bumsville, NG 25714 Morganton, NC 28655
Ryan Brid (828)-682-3890 B828-437-2357
oo Reverend Bruce Cannon o "mwm
mm : Schoot: &:45 a.m. .
mwﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁm - sml“-"’ School E.-ﬂ:s AM Hﬁﬂdl?m Service: 1n:5ﬂlla'.nm. O BT St
Tissadny-Thursday averings, T30 pm Worship Sarvica 10:45 AM Evening Service: 6:00
s Vi Weckrsscdiny's, 5:30 pr Discipleship 8:00 PM p-m. Br. David Milis, Sr. Pastor
Himaing Sarvioee: el Soreiay of anch marh, £90 pm Wadnasday Service 6:30 pum.
Evening Worship 6:45 PM 8:30am Worshi
o 1515 Yo ] e, s v, B | chesa yo Wednesday Worship 7:30 PM Sl winn To bsszme s 2 i P
et appoied you 1 go ard ear v e Saboowers and servarts of Jesus Chrin 9:45am - Sunday School
il Toar e Fatwr sl gy wtumery | [*Fior God 50 loved the world, he whin mirisleeing o the spitusl and 11:00am -
‘s Iy may mae. gave his only Son...” e e e e T— | 6:00pm - Evening Worship
St Licion’ First Baptist Church of Burnsville Seventh— |  [Faith Fellowship Church
t. ien’s Spruce Pine day Adventist Church Champ Ray Re.
125 Sirast 283 Crest View Road Micarile, NG 28755
Catholic Church S P N SR Bumville, NC (a7
503 Summit Street BI8-TH5-0411 23 B28-GB2-TATE wuw flen.ong
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 it o] wew favadoony
Pastor Ed Couser
Phone (828) 765-2224 v Rocky Branch Pastor: David Gillssple
Sanlor Pastor Sabbath (Satundny)
Pot Ludk Lunch every Sabbalh nony Lo - FiXM am
| | Smmmrie | | SRS
Sunday Mass 9:00 am Evening - 8:00 pm Bibke Study - 530 AM “The steps of 2 good man &%
Wednesday Faith Formation g - B, pr wmmﬂ' erarad by e Lond:
MMMMW Tusadey Arvd hat deligivieth in his way."
6:00 pm | Feowstip (Prayer Mosting) Wed. o Pasim 37:23
Bakersville United ; T .
Methodist Church You can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know
119 §. Mitchell Avenue where your church is and when you meet by listi
Bakersville, NC 28705 in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible and
B28-T&5-9015 effective advertising is specially priced at $300.00 per
vear for our churches - approximately 55.75 a week!
Pastors -
Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
Rev. Gene Lanier
! ] F. a
Sunday School 11:00 AM Call us at 8§28-765-6800 to enroll in
Morming Worship 10:00 AM this important outreach effort.
"Come grow with us”

Yancey County Hospice

of others and challenge them to reach out and help. If we look m our comomani-
ties; it may smrprise us with what we see. Teking action speaks louder than words.
Preach the gospel everywhere and when pecessary use words. Fmally. we need to

develop meaningful relationships with elderly people. As we get older our prion-
ties in life champes. When you are young climbing up the ladder of success seerms

o be very mportant. When yon are older relationships are the most iyportant
aspect of life. Working with Hespice is not only shout 2 patient’™s phyysical needs,
but emotional, socio-econommic, and spiriesl nesds. We provide commfort and fams-
ily to our patients regardless of ciroumstance or shility o pay. Cur clients becoms
a part of the Hospice famdly. Mamy of them kave no other family present in their
lives. Mawy thmes afier being placed on hospice our patient’s lives improve.
Seniors need companionship and conuwoanity, They have mch to share when it
comes 1o life expenences and love. If you choose to make them a part of your Life,
yvou will cermainty receive more than you give. Our challengze during the Holidays
is not to by our kids all they want, or cook the best meal, nor is it to have the best
decorated bowse. it is to be Jesus fo marpinalized people. If we cam make people’s

lives befier, we are sharing.
Jacod Wiilis iz an ordained pazitor and Bereavement Coordinator for Tancey I 0 R SALE

Couny Hospice. Tou may contact iim of jacobwidhospicegfyance. org.

affordable

HOUSING PROVIDER®™

828-412-0822

sillmanhomebuyers.com
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These things I have spoken unio yon, that in me ye might have peace. In the
warld e shall have ribulemon: bur be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world Jolin 16:33

urleson
Plumbing& Heating

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!

828-765-4042
burlesonplumbing.com

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

Y % ¥ e %

Official 5 Star Medicare Facility

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

« We accept Medicare / Medicaid / Managed Car Ins.
« VA Contract

« Respiratory Therapy In-House

= Speech Therapy

*» Physical Therapy In-House

= Dccupational Therapy In-House

= Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour / 7 Days a Week

« Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall

= Call us for Reservation Program

Call to Schedule a Tour
or Stop By Today!

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park
Phone: (328) 765-7T312

Fax: (828) 765-7295

No Regrets Family-Miracles -
Do They Really Happen?

By Pastor Dean Honeyoutt
Mirchell Coungy

Melizsa and I were walking in Maron Square looking at
the Christmas lights on the palm trees m Charleston, Soath
Carolina. My mind was &t ease and we were taking a break
between hospital visits where my mom had nnderzome a
radical 12-hour tongne cancer surgery at the University
Medical Center. We received a dreaded phone call that explained my mom's Flap
(artificial tongue) was dying and she needed smergency surgery once again My
heart sank we begmn to cry becanse Bom had been through so puch already. The
flap was a piece of fiszue they had remeoved from her thigh and attached it to the
bettonn of her throat simply for cosmetic reasons. Duning the first surgery bom®s
tonzne was removed revealing a cancer fumeor the size of an orange. Leaches had
been placed around her mouth and attached to the flap o draw blood o the front
of the flap to keep the tissne and Blood vessels alive. Mom was severed ffom ear
to ear aod ber jaw kad been sawed in two to allow the surgesns to do what needed
1o be dome. She was stapled back together and I had never seen anything like that
before. Mow Mom was being mshed back in to surgery o remove the dead fap.

The flap was removed and she was recovering once again, [ know Mom was
nervons and scared but she did not know at this dme what had been done. After
2 while she realized that she did not have a tongue. We were told that she would
possible to talk withont 3 tongne, and there is nothing that doctors can do to make
an anficial tongue work the way a nahural tongue does. On top of all this Mom
was living on a feeding tube and had been for 3 year. She would never again take
anyvithing by mounth; she would never drink anything or eat oy food.

We begam o make plans on bow to care for ber, and how fo communicate with
her. I will never fooget there was one ntensive care mose who was not very pless-
ant o mom. Mom woeuld try fo communicate with her but this one mrse wouald
oot even iy to understand what she was saying. We got Mom a dry erase board
and she would write down what she wanted to say or ask. My heart was broken
because she loved w malk and I would never hear ber voice agaim.

Mom would write “T do not mind not being able to eat, but I pray I can talk
azain ¥ Ome time she was oTying to do something at our kowse and she could not
fix the problem and Parn said before thinking “Wou are not bolding yoor tongue
right ™ We all pot a big laugh out of that one. You never know how nooch yon miss
spmething il it is gone. Things we take for pranted like walking, holding aat-
ing, or even falking MMom never gave up that she said she would falk again. And
she prayed about it

Christmas was at ory house that year and I will never forget hMom was sit-
ting on the couch and my sister said Mom had something che wanted to share
with us. Alright what is it as we all gatheted round as she sill had ber dry erase
board. Mom spoke “MMerry Christmas”. We were all amazed I kad just witnessed
& miracle of God. I conld not believe what I had just beard, something I thought I
would never ear Come to find ot just 2 week or 20 before our gathermg. hiom
had spoken her first words to my brother in Lrar And as she explaimed the words
just came ont. God had answered her prayers.

Mom =till lives on a feeding mbe, but she will tell yvon she does not want her
tonzme back bacase she talks more about Tesus without & tonguae than she ever
did with one. I have experienced two geouine mitackes in my life and both were
with my parents. Doctors have recorded my mom talking and are amazed at the
vizbility of her life.

I consider my salvation 3 miracle; it is medically and scientfically unexplam-
shle how Jesus Christ Hives in me and has transformed my life. I have efernal life
because God snstins all of life. Bric Metaxas describes “the essential meaning
of miracles. then, is to point us fo the God behind the miracles. What makes it 3
miracle is that God performed it specifically to make himsalf known, to comnnam:-
cate with ns.” (Bdracles, Eric Metaxas, 21}

Would you consider that the Vizgin birth of Jesus Christ is a miracle? That God
throwgh the Virgin Mary conceived of the Holy Ghost wonld birth His only Son
into the world for you That baby Jesus wrapped in prave clothes would dis on a
cross for you. That night when Jesus was bom God spoke, “Memy Chroistmas ™

od Bless you and Memmy Chrismas from onr famdly to yours,

Pastor Dean Honeyeuft shepherds Snow Hill Bapeirt Church tn Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 525-385-0213, snowhillbaptisidgmail.com . or Visil their
walisite ait wwwsnowhi [[bapiist. cam.
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Billy Graham E

Pray for Our Nation
By Franklin Graham

Dear Friend,

Grod s newer surprised. The election of Donald
Trump shocked the pundits and Washington elife and
even surprised somne of the candidate’s own voters—
bt it is God who cleared the way for him whether he
fully realizes that or not. That's becanse, whichever
person had been elected, the rize and fall of 3 nation’s
leaders happens mnder the sovereiznty of God, who
is often working in larger ways and with 3 longer perspective than we can know.
The Bible says, “Wisdowm and migkt are His. And He changes the time: and the
seasons; He removes Bngs and raises up Bogz © (Damel 2:20-21, HETV).

Mo one should think that electing Donald Trump will fix our conniry. America
is still a sin-samarated and divided nation, and Trump himself is a leader with -
man flaws. Elections matter, and this ome will kave lasting consequences, bat only
Grpd cam heal and restore a naton—and that coomes through commirted, faithinl

When the people of Israel asked for a king afier centuries without one, God
gawe them one. Buf the Prophet Samuel remimdesd the people that nitimately,
they did nof choose their nanonsl leaders: “Take note, the Lond has set a bing
over you ' (1 Samuel

12:13). The new kingz
wias inexperienced n
zoverning, and God
made oo promise that  §
things would antomat-

cally nam out well for
either the new king

aaainzt the commandment gf the Lord, and if both you and the Eing who reighs
over yau will follow the Lord your God, it will be well. But {fyou will not obay the
vorice gf the Lowd, .. then the kand of the Lord will be against you and your HEng™
(1 Samme] 12:14-15, ESV).

Afier appinting the newly chosen mmiler, Samuel made a personal commitment to
his natipn, the king, and the people I hope vou take his words personslly to heart
for our own couniry today:

“dr for ma. for e if from ma that I should sin apaimst the Lord by ceasing fo
pray for you ™ (1 Sanmel 12:23).

Wil vou make that same commimoent o pray?

Druring the mnmliuous natonsl election of 1860, America was in political cha-
0s5. The man who emerged o become the mext president had very limited Wash-
ington experience, was considered uncouth by a significant part of the electorate,
and wion the election without a majority of the popular vote. Abraham Lincoln
became one of our most effective presidents, and several years imto his presidency
2 well-known pastor in Mew York pinpointed the reason: “The prayers of God's
people made President Lincoln what he was to the nation.”

Dionald Trnorop is, of course, a far different man than Lincoln, and the conflicts
and iszwes in our counity today are entirely different than in 1260, But we know
that God can use amy leader. We as God's people can have a lage mpact if we
take our responsibility seriously and ars dilipent “always fo pray and pot loze
heagrt” (Luke 18:1). Will you persenally be part of that? Ask God to use this man
He has allowed to be put m place, despite laman shoricomuings, to farther His
great puoposes in the naton and the world. And pray also for the incoming wice
president, Mike Pence 3 man of faith who szid he was “grateful to God for His
amaring grace” in his speech right after the election.

The one sure path to national restoration is through repentance. The Bible says,
"Repant thengfore, and turn back, that your sins may be blorfed out, that tmes
af rgfreshing may come from the presence af the Lord ™ (Acts 3:19-20. Pray for
America. Omby the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to change hearts. across
our nation or anywhere in the world.

In the mew year, [ look forward to preaching the life-changing meszage of the
Grospel at evangelistic events In cities like San Juan Puerto Rico;, Vancover,
Canada; and Oslo, Morway. [ am also looking forward to preaching the Good
Wewrs of Jesus Christ during panlti-city tours in dhe ULS., starting in two states,
Tennessee and Texzs. [ will tell you more about these tours soon. Our associate
evangzelists, inchuding Robert Conville and oy som Will Graham are scheduled o
lead Crusade events in two dozen other cities in India, Thailand, Mexico, Canada,
and the 7.5 Pray that God will open hearts to the 5avior in each place.

5o far this year, more than 1.3 million people across America and around the
wiorld have told us they made a life-changing decision for Christ as a result of
God working through the munistry of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
We thank Him and give Him the glory! As we press forward to the end of this
wear and into the mext, we are gratefil to you for your contiming parmership with
ns throwgh your prayers and gifs.

M=y (od richly bless yon

Reverend Framkiin Graham iz Precident and CEG af the Billy Graham Evan-
Eelistic Associaton and of Samarizan & Purse, an intermational Christian religh

Sixteenth Annual Christmas Pageant
By Wanda Harding
Famecay Couniy

Jesus - His Story

We mvite you to begin your Chrisfmas season this year
with a celebration of the life of Christ throngh drama and
mmsic at West Burnsville Baptst Chorch. Thrall fo the
proclamation of the angels that Tesus is bom Marval at his
minisiry &= the blind see and the lame walk Moom with
MWary and his disciples as Jesuns is crucified and rejoice with them as they discover
that He is alive! His story does not end there bt proclaims the promize of life
everlasting in our hesvenly home.

The Pazeant opens oo Wednesday, Wovember 30 at 7 P, confinees Thurs-
day, Drecember 1 and Saturday, December 3 at 7 PM and conchudes on Sunday,
Diecember 4 at 3 PAL West Bumsville Baptist Charch is located one mile west of
Burmsville town square. just off U5 19E on West Burnsville Church Foad. Seating

Peservations for proups of six or more may be made by calling B28-675-4720
or 828-682-3000. While there 15 no admiszion charge your love offering is grate-
fully accepted.

Sizfeenth Annmal West Burnsville Baptist Chorch Christmas Pageant
Jesus - His Story

The Papeant opens on Wednesday:, Wovernber 30 gt 7 PA continnes Thurs-
day, December 1 and Saturday, December 3 at 7 P and concludes on Sunday,
December 4 at 3 FM. West Bumesville Baptist Church is located one mils west of
Bumesville toam square. just off US 19E on West Bumeville Church Foad Seating
iz available forty-five minutes before the performance.

Reservations for groups of six or mvore may be made by calling 828-675-4729
or B25-682-3900. While there is no admission charge, your love offering is zrate-
fnlly accepted

Wands Harding &3 piamist af West Buenaille and has bean part gf the creative
feam that produces the pageant sInce I Mcapfion

And there were in the same conniy shepherds abiding in the fleld, keeping
watch over their fock by might. And, lo, the angel af the Lord came npon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone ronnd abons them: and they were sore qfraid
Lulke 2:8-14

|
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Getting the Life You Truly Desire
By Joyce Meyer

I hawe made it a priomiy to stady about love i the
Word of God. Getting a3 revelstion about how nmch
God loves me and leaming to receive His love has been
life-chanping for me. It's been the key to beinz able
o really enjoy my life because when I received God's
love, then I could love others. And I've discoverad that
the best way—the only wav—iyou can have a happy,
mﬁﬂhﬁmmgeiwmmdnﬁwmﬁaﬂhmﬂmgfmmdm
Helping people, being a blessing and adding value to other people’s lives is what
it means to walk in love and follow the exsmple of Tesns.

Epheszizng 5:2 (AMPC) says, “Walk in love, festeeming and delighting in one
ariother] as Christ loved ws and gave Himzelf up for uz, a siam gfferimg and sacri-
fice to God ... " The NLT zaps to “Tive a ljfe filled with love, following the example
aff Chrizt. He loved us and gffered himsef as a sacrjfice for us.... " Jesus—our per-
fact and holy Savior—egawve His life for us, took all of our sin upoa Himsself, and
shed His blood so0 we could have a personal relationship with Him and become
the righteonsness of God. That was His gifi to us. Once we experience the gift of
salvation, our zift to God is bow we live oor bives,

Jesus says in Jobm 13:34 (AMPC), T give yvou g naw commandment- that you
should love one another Just ar T have loved you, so you too should love one
arother ™ If we will leam how to follow this one commandment, everything else
in our lives will fall into place. Bacause everything we need to be and do to follow
Tesus" example is covered when we live a Life filled with God's love.

Be a Good Samaritan

In Luke chapter 10, Fesns tells the story of the Good Samanitan o demonstrate
what it mesns to love God and your neighbor as yourself. In verses 30-37, we read
that a man was traveling from Jemsalem doam to Jercko when “he foll among
robbers, whe siripped Fim af hiz clothes and belongings and beat him awd went
their way, funconcernedly] laming him half dead ™ (AMPC).

A priest and 3 Levite both passed by him and peither stopped o halp. Versa
33 says, "Bura certain Samaritan, a3 he raveled along, came down fo whaere
he was; and whaen e saw him, he was moved with pity and sympathy [for ham]™
(AMPC). Motice that he ™war moved with pity and sympariy  for this man He
had compassion for him and was meved to do something to help him

He dressed his wounds and took him to an inn where be could get the care he
needed. He paid the innkesper and told hkim, “Thke care of fim,; and whataver
miowe you spend, J fevself] will repay you when I raturm ™ (w35, AMBPC),

There are 3 few things [ want you to notice here. First, the Samaritan was Tav-
eling the road and was probably going somewhere he needed to be; be had a plan
Tt be was willing to stop and kelp this man even if it meant his plan was infer-
mupted. Also, he gave his best effort
o make sure the man had good care
and then paid for kim to zet it. He
was obwiousky willing to pay what-
ever it was going to cost becawse he
told the innkeeper, “Whatever more
you spend, I [mryself] will repay you
when I refurn ™ S0 be was planning
o comme back and make sure every-
thing the man reeded was covered

This Is Love!

Jesus is showing us in this story
what real love looks like. And 1
Corinthizns 13 Lists the character-
istics of God's love: it is patient
and kind. newver envious, boastfiol
or mflsted with pride; it is not mde,
does not insist on its own rights or
its own way; it is not self-seaking,
fouchy or resentfiol; it takes no
account of the evil done to it sndra- | -
joices when right and truth prevail: [ 00 s M
love bears up under anything that
comes and is ever ready to believe the best of every person; its hopes are fadeless
under all cinowmstances . love never fxils!

Mow, if vou're thinking “There’s no way I can live up to this list!™ I want to
tell you, “Yes, ywon can'” You can lowe others like this becanse as a bom-again
Christizn, you have everything von need to be like Tesus. It's not always easy
becauze we have to resist the tempration te be selfish bot 1 Tobn 4:4 says that the
Spirtt of (God in ws is greater than our eneryy:. 5o in Christ, we have the power we
need to walk by faith and bive 3 life of love.

It's imiportant to noderstand that God is not expecting you to be perfect in your
love walk or to do it alone. He knows you can’t do it without His belp. What He
wanis is for you to sesk Him through prayer and stadying the Word, and as you
deo, lesn on Him for the grace o do what He’s asking yon to do each dav. He is
love, 50 you can rest in the truth that He is patent with you, He's always with
yo, He believes in vou aod will not give up on you. And with God's love i your
lifie, you can learn how to Live 3 life of lowe!

Joyeca Meyer iz a New York Times bestrellime author and foumder of Jovee Meyper
Mimiziries, Inc. She has auihored move than 100 bools, iecluding Battlgfield of
the Mind and Overload: How fo Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Tourself from the
Prassure gff Stress (Hachetta). She hosts the Enjoyimg Everpday Life radio and TV
programs, Which air on hundreds of stafions worldheide. For more Diformation,
VISTE VWM OV COTHEVEr OrE.

Haiti: Continued from November |ssue

By Feverend Georze Patton

Burke County .
Once we heard the gun fire, the driver of the Tap Tap }-‘-h

(a Haitian cab service) jumped in his tmack and we took #,-_-r\q_

off. I asked the driver what was happeninz he said
that the police had started firing on the profesters. Mot
many people have pums in Harti, only the criminals and
the police. The average person can hardly afford food
let alone 2 pun. We contirmed dowm the road to the city
of Les Cayes in the south. We paid our fare and zof
out By this fime it is beginning to get dark and we still kave 3 hours to go by moo-
torcycle. I could see a stomm comning in the distance, but we all thonght that it was
going to pass. I asked my other 2 brothers who were with me what they thought.
They thonght that the stomm wonld miss us as well. We found 3 motorcycle driv-
ers who said they would be willing to take us the 3 hours wp the mountain roads
to our village for 50 a piece
which was oot a bad price
considering the roads we were
Eoing to be maveling on. We
strapped doam our things amd
headad ap the read. We were
neot but about 40 mintes info
the wip when the rain starmed.
It wras Light at first and we
really thought it was going to
pass over, but about 30 min-
wies lafer the bortom fell out
of the sky. It was raining side- Tap Top

ways and there was nowhere to take shelter all we could do was to continee omn.
By this time it had already gotten dark and wouldn®t you know it bat the motorcy-
cle I was on lost its Lights. They just went out The other 2 motorcycles came on
each side of us to ry to help us slong the way. Em:erhﬂﬁ:gcamemdmrea]!}'
did have 2 problem. The |
roead we mavel goes thronzh
canons and across mountaing
and fvers. S0 maEny Gmes
we had to stop becanse the
way got too difficalt. Ido
nt think T have ever been
more wet and nddy in my
life. We kad water inside
our shoes and of conrse the
motorcycles were kicking up
nuad along the way. Thera |
Was 00 podnt in the rip one e
ﬂmmﬁmmﬁ S

and szid this is going to cost 510 more per motorcycle or be was going to sef us
off beside the road. I was already thinking to myself [ was going to give them at
least 520 more but becanse of his medeness I said ok, [will give you 510 more per
motorcycle. It was guoite the journey that night. What usually takes us about 3
hours ook us 5 and ¥ hoars.
We finally arrived at our pas-
tor’s honse. He said “Who

is there?" I szid pastor it is
me Pastor George. He said
“Pactor. Oh my goodness we
did mot expect you becanse of
all the main and the bad roads.™
I told him how that the dewil
was really fighting us with the g8
blockade and then also the rain &
and the drver threating to pat
us off oo the side of the road,
bt how that the Lord finally
gotus here. [ really understand now winy the devil fonzht us so moch. In those 3
days that we were there we saw 2 people commit their life to Christ and had the
largest pastor’s conference we have ever had up in those mountains before. Ower
T pastors came from all over the mountzins to the conference.  Some of those
pastors left their area at &
am fo get o & 10 am pastor
conference I praise the Lord
for the hunger we are see-
mgnmmﬂﬂuwnﬂd. Iam

on the ail. Please contime
to pray forus. We will be
Africa December 7 to March
14. We have 7 couniries in
which we are going trajmng
pastors and doing evangalistac
cmsades. od is so awe-
zpme!!

Muddy Road

Creoree Paifon i5 an @vangeliztmissionary fo the world from Grace Baprizt
Church in Morganton.
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Hﬂnnring Qur Parents
By Doug Harrell

Emoduns 20:12 Honowr thy father and thy mother: that
sy days may be long upon the land whick the Lard thy
God giveth thee.

This Commandrment is the only one of the Ten Com-
mandments to camy 2 promise and 1 muly feel that it
means more than just long life here on earth. T think
it also means a flfilled and happy life. This does mot
mean that everything is going to go smooth, that never
happens, bt it does lend itself to inner happiness I think.

As T was growing up Dad and I often bured beads on things; we were both
very sirong willed and opinionated and wounld sometimes gef in some heated
arpuments. Drad, being Diad nsnally won these arpuments! T remember one day
n the milk house I smarted off big tine and the next thing T knew I was bying
on the proumd outside, having been kicked out the door by Dad’s foot. I am sure
they wonld probably put him in jail for that these days but, in reality, it served me
rizht. Idon’t remember exactly what I said bar I did know that it was not what 1
shounld have said

Cme of the biggest challenges our society faces todsy is that we do not have
sirong, Christian men leading our families and teaching their children hoar to
honor themselves, their mothers, their siblings and their fathers with respect. This
leads o & tofal breakdownm of the family stuchare. God is very clear on how the
family meeds o be sirocred and the man is o be the leader in the family. When
thiz happens in a Christian manner with the father mking his wife and children
church; the facts are that £3% of the children will be true to the faith. Our society
today sees so many families that the father iz absent entiraly and the teaching of
respect is not there. Dfany times we are fornsing on belpimg the children and
mothers and that is good, but what abont the forpotten dads of the world. We
need to be in constant prayer about how the church can reach the forgotien dad
that is omly a father in 2 binlogical sense. The murebers are that if 3 mother takes
the children to church only 18% of the children will remain e to the faith, hence
the grear divide!

Ay Dad A D Harrell, was 3 stvong man in a man's world and he tanght me at
an early age to respect that.
He was not a Bible thummper,
bt he abways took us to
church wheneyver there wers
seTvices going on af the little
church on the hill Plezsant
Grove Church of the Breth-
ren. Wamy times, over the
years we wonld wash each
other's feet af the Lord’s Sup-
per. In that chooch that was
part of Comnmnion SeTvice.
The only vacation we got o
take a5 children was to geta
week off from the damy duor-
ing the sunumer to 2o to chorch camp. Camp Cammel]. in Linville.

When the man leads the son will nswally follow if the man leads with love.
Alonz with folloaing, the son will leam to honor his father and mother. The fa-
ther nmst always siive fo be e o the Lord, his wife and his children  One thing
Drad always taaght was that you, as a man, always Teated women, especially your
mother, with respect. The wrath of God and Diad woould come down on me if T did
not show respect for ory mother and ooy sisters. I also taught that to my children.
We, == men mast take the responsibility sguare on our shoulders to tesch these
principles o each of our children.

Another thing the man shounld teach is bow mach fun it is to spend dme togeth-
er doing fun things. not just all work. We worked so hard prowing up on the dairy
that D55 would probably imoke the child labor laws today, if we did it. Our days
started at 4:30 each moming and wswally went until abont 8:30 in the evening.
Drad taught school, coached basketball at Tipton Hill High School, and we ran the
dairy along with growing barley tobacco. Thers was not 8 lot of time laft, at
somehow Dad always found time to take us bunting and fcshing, we would zo
on family picnics and do fin smff. He and Mother were masters at making fum
things ont of the day to day
things that weatf on. We
wiould go to fields to pick up
rocks afier the ground was
plowed and be and Mother
would talk with us alont
looking for armowheads; the
person that fonnd the most
or the best would get some
little prize and that kept us
imtersgted Mother was not
Just a yes person and they
both ook grest pride in the
family, and in making sure
we were headed down the right path. It takes 3 man and a woman, working fo-
gether, to make 3 farndly that grows and reaches the children in the admonition of
the Lord. The stucture that God created is the only one that will ever mly work.

In families. today the respect for the parents tod many times is entirely mizsing:
in the holiday season, far too many elderly mothers and fathers are forgotten, and

Teaching me how fo have flm.

conitred on page 11

Crossiping is dangerous and wrong in God's eyes

Q: A person [ work with claims o be a Christian and talks
shout her church a lot, but she's also one of the worst gos-
sips ["ve ever met. How can anyone claim fo be 3 Christian
and yet be such a nasty gossip? I even doube if what che
s3ys s troe. — Rrs, TW

A: Only God knows this person’s heart, and whether or not
ber faith in Jesus Christ is real; God slone is ber judze. The
Bible, however, warns us against "faith" that isn't really
faith at all, bt is only a shallow pretense or an outward show. The Bible says,
"Such a person is double-minded and unstabie in all they do" (James 1:8).

Eut the Bible also clearly tells us that gossiping is wrongz, snd shouldn't be part
of any sincere believer’s life. One reason is becanse its parpose is wrong. You
don’t gossip about someons to build them up; you do it to beliftle them or cast
doubt on their character How many lives have been destroved by possip? The
Bihle wizsely says, "Without wood a fire poer out, without possip a quarred dies
dansm " (Proverbs 28200

But gossip is also wrong in God's eves becanse (as you suspect) it's often based
on fies. Even if it's based on facts, the temptation to shade the fmth is almiost
overwhahming The Bible says, "Do mot et arny unwholasome faik come ot gf
Jyour prowths, b only what i heigfld for building others up" (Ephesians 4:29).

Diom’t lef this person’s bad example keep you from Christ. Instead, open your
heart and life to Him, and let Him remake you into the person God created yom
10 be. Then pray for this person, and urge her to face ber cam need for Chnist's
forgiveness and lowe.

‘Blessed are they
that hear the
word.of God,

'_,:-ag,ﬂ keep it.
o Luke 1128

Like almost any invention, the internst can be used for good or evil

) Is the intermet 3 good thing or a bad thing? I accidently opened a pomography
site the other day on my computer, and mavbe I'm naive, but I was shocked at just
how temible the internet can be. It's even made me wonder if the devil is behind
it — Mrs. THIcE.

A: The internet is like almost any other invention: it isn't evil in itself, but it can.
be used for either good or evil.

In our own ministry, for example we are using the internet to reach people
across the world with the Gospel — and conntless men and women (especialby
young people) are coming to Christ as a resnlt. Some live in parts of the world
that have no other Christian wisess, and may even forbid the presching of the
Gospel. I can’t help bt think of Tesus’ statement conceming His retuon: "dnd this
Eospal of the kmgdom will be preached in the whole world... and ther the end will
came” (Iatthew 24:14).

At the same time, whenever God begins to act, you can be certzin that Satan.
will do all he can to counterattack. You're right; the widespread nse of the internet
to promote pornography is appalling — and is a sizn of Satan’s attempts to tum
people away fom God. Satan’s methods may change — buat Satan’s goal never
changes. His sole purpose is to oppose God in every way he possibly can. Jesus
szid, "When he lfes, he speaks hiz nafive language, for ke iz a liar and the fother
gy ies” (Tohn 8-447.

Thank God for every teol He gives us to declare the life-changing messape of
Jesus Christ to 2 world that desperately needs Him. And pray that Satan’s effors
will be seen for what they are, leading cnly to cormption and emptiness and death

www. bremews. com
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Shining a Beautiful Christmas
Light on Our Elders
By Barhiara Harrell

“Thank you so much for what yvou do for me”. “If it
weren’t for you I would not be abls to be hera! Might
after night Grandmother tells me this. Sometimes she
even kas tears in her eyes. Then she remimisces about
all the tmes she has visited o1 been in mirsing homes or
refirement homes over her 97 vears, and how lost some
of these people are.

When we decided to shine a lizht on our elders in
Western Worth Caroling for this December issne we
wanted to motivate myone who has family or a long apo friend in 3 porsing boma
or long term cares facility to remember themn at this time of year. Sometimes this
is the saddest titne of year for many people. People who have no one or has lost
loved ope can become unhinged at Christmas time.

In working with Grandmother, T have realized these elders have physical nesds
bt even more they have emotonal needs. The most prized gift vou can give
them is to listen as they talk about how it used to be. Tone spent listeming, tonch-
ing, and lmeging is the niimate. Even when their mind is not completely there
anymore the need is stll there. It 30 reminds me of a story abont an old man in
the hospital. He was dying and he wanted to see his son one more time, The hos-
pital personnel tell the story of & youns manne coming to see him one night and
he realized he was dying. He sat with him all night long and in the early moming
he died. The nurses were talking to the voung man and thanking him for canng
encugh for his dad to stay by his bedside all night. The young man locked at
them with tears in kis eyes and told them this mam was nof his father, bt be was
someone’s father, What if we all had that kind of compassion and made time for
these wonderful people in their waning yvears.

Listen to this wisdom from the Bible:

Proverbs 23:11
Listen fo your fiatfer who begoi you, And do not despize vour mother when she iz
ol

Pralm 71:8
Do not cast me off in the time gf old age,; Do not forsake me whan my sirength

Jails.

Deuteronory 32:7

"Remember the days af old, Conzider the years af all penaranons. Ask your firther
ard ke will inform yor, Your elders, and thay will fell you.

Teapigh 464 And Dwill s5800 be carrying you whan yeu arg old. Four hair will furn
ery, and I will sull carry you. Tmade vou, and T will carry you fo sqfel:

I Love You Even Though
By Barbara Harrell ©

I can’t always remember who you are
But I love to see you come with your smile
Sometimes I don't answer appropriately
When you ask me a question
But does 1t maiter, when I look af your smle
I want fo tell you abeut what happened foday,
But my muind keeps going back years ago.
Can’t you see how much I love your hugs
And when you scraich my back for me.

I just can't always tell you how I feel.
I'love how you take care of me,

But please don 't move my ithings.

They represent my safety and securify.
Won't you come and sit a spell
Let me tell you stones from the past
The things that mean so much te me.
Please remember who I was

Becanse I am not sure who I am now.

Barbara Harrell loving mother, grandmatfer and great-grandmother. Part ownar
Biue Ridge Chrisfian News.
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Bakersville Community Health Center
Celo Health Center

Joining Forces

Amber Dillinger
Afirchel! and Fancgy Counties

Healthcare Providers Plan to Parmer 1o Expand Health
Arcess i Vancey County (Bakersville, MNC) Bakersville
Community Health Center and Celo Health Center are
working together to improve access to health care in Yancey
county. The plan recently approved by the Health Fe-
sources and Services Adminismation (HESA), permmits Celo
Health Center fo provide their services under the numbrells of the Bakersville
Community Health Center. Celo Health Center will retain its name and location.
Current Celo Health Center patients should experience very litile in the way of
changes to the care they receive. The mfent of the mverger is to Improve access to
affordable, comprehensive health services for residents of Yancey and sorround-
ing counties, whether patients have insurance or not.

The merger will increase both organizations’ capacity to expand access to ser-
vices inclnding family medicine, behavioral health prepnancy care and commnmn:-
tv education. Access o 3 discount phamacy for iminsured patients is anticipated
to be sdded later in 2017. Calp Health Center will comtinige to acrept munst insur-
anre plans, inchnding Medicaid and Medicare smd those without eurance will
pay oa a sliding scale based on family size and honsehold income. The same Celo
Health Center providers and office staff will continne after the merger o ensure
contimnity of care for patients.

Celo Health Center will be able to continue its mission of promoting and en-
hancing the health of the people of Yancey and surmounding counties, Tt will be
adding much-nesded wrap-around and suppert seTvices, such as care management
and behavioral health zervices to enhanre the patient-centered experience at Celo
Health Center.

As commymity-based and patient-directed crganizations. Federally Cualified
Health Centers (FQHC) like Bakersville Comnmnity Health Center are well posi-
fioned to be responsive to the specific and ever-changing health care needs of their
commmnities. Today, spproximately 1400 health centers operate almost 9200 ser-
vice delivery sites that provide care to over 23 million patients across all 30 states.
Celo Health Center is proud to parmer with Bakersville Community Health Center
because the parimership will resnlt in a healthier Yancey County. The organiza-
fions anticipste the Celo Health Center will provide over 12,000 visits to 3,200
patients in fhe mext year

Bakersville Community Health Center is a nonprofit commnunnity health center
that kas been providing hizh gquality and affordable medical snd behavioral health
care as well as promoting beslth awareness and education since 1974, Services
are convemiently provided in 2 locations in Mitchell County. For maore informa-
tiom, call (828} §88-2104 or visit thebche org

Likewizse, Calo Health Center i3 a nonprofit conwmmity health center that has
been providing high quality snd affordable medical care and health edwcation
since 1944 Services are provided at their Yancey County location. For more
information call (828) 6754116 or visit celoheal thoenter com.

CONTACT: BCHC - Tammy Hoilman  §28-688-2104
CHC — Tim Evans, 828-675-4114

Ambar Dillimger iz the Quireach and Enroliment Cortified Application Counselor
ai Bakbersville Community Health Contar

ihis again is becanse of the breaskdown of respect being taught in the homes. Char
school teachers cannot right this, T am seary to say this but, in many casas, our
education system is teaching the very opposite of madittonal family valoes, Chuor
pastors cannot comect this from the pulpit alone, we, the people, oust be living
our lives as an example to our children, remaining trae to our spouses until death
dio us part and showing our children bow to Llive, mot just telling them. As the old
sEying goes, our actions spedk londer than our words.

Some of my favorite tmes have been spent with Mother and Diad and ny wife
on hunting rips fogether in Wisconsin, The bonds that were built have stood
the test of time and will alerays be teasured m nry mind Memories that created
lasting respect and bonor There were years that Barbars and I could not afford to
make the trip, and Mother and Dad would help with the expenses. Loyalry was
developed that went bevond words and, hopefully, Barbara and I have passed and
are passing that lovaliy along. For the past several years I have been taking sons
and grandsoms on the same trips we nsed to fake with my parents. Barbara has
been gracious enough fo stay home and look after my mother who lives with ns
oow and requires 24-7 care. The bond that she and mother have is taly amazing
and was formed ower all the years of doing things together

Im 1990 Barbara and I decided to sell our business in Burlington, WC and move
back bome. When we made this decision to come back home to the fam I told
Barbara that I was not going to foss with Dad but was zoing back to help him and
enjoy his mnd mother’s company. For the next 20 vesrs we worked together on
the farm_ anted toreter and worshiped together. T think we had ome argument i
that 20 yvears and it did not Last but 2 short time. T abarays told Dad o do whatever
he wanted to do on the farm and if ke fell over out on the fanm I would pick him
up and bring him home, That happened one day night before his 96t birthday
#nd I camied him home, two days later he had zone on to be with the Lord. T
promised him shortly before that that I would take care of Mother for as long as
she lived, and we are blessed o be doing this. I know ciroumstances are different
in mamy cases but we as children parents, grandparents and great srandparents
should abways sirive to honor our fathers and mothers mn all that we do or sav.
Again, thiz is the only commandment with a promise. Please remember and pay
special attention fo the elder members of your family thiz holiday season they are
= special. Mermy Christmas to all.
Doug Harrvell is a life-long resident gf Mitchell County, Cvner of Harrell Hill

Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Baptist Church and Publizher of the Blus
Fidee Christian News.

Now the God of hope fII youw with all joy and pacce in believing, that ye may
abonmnd in hepe, firough the power of the Holy host. Bomans 15:13

WD%]I]T MEN
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* COMMERCIAL
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South of 1-40
3800 Sugar Hill Rd.
Marion, NC 28752
Denniz J. Whitson, Broker

(828) 738-3540
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ﬁm”a Treasures

Full Circle
By Timothy W Tion
Burke Coumiy

“that in the dispenzation gf the fullness af the tme: He
miight pasher rogerhar in one all things in Christ, horh
which are in hamven and which are on earth—in Him. "

-Ephesians 1:10

Al T can rernember was the joumey, the mp back in
tme.

The farther we traveled, the more mountainons became the ferrain untl it was
olicus we had reached a pomt high showve the tree linae. by suide was a younger
man whose demeanor evoked 3 sirength no mortal could match yet, be camied
himizelf in such a mamner that I felt more than comfortable in his presence. His
clothes were those of an apcient wamior, tunic across his broad, massive chest,
with a leather sirap around his waist that could have beld 3 broadswnond at one
fime. His hait was lonz and black blowing in the high-altitede winds lapping at
his shoulders. If T didn’t know better, I conld sense him being something more
than luman something of 3 higher power, yet not willing to use thar force unless

= called upon.
_d I followed him past large
dark foreboding boulders whose
shadeoars pave me a chill and then
owward past chiff faces where the
depths beyond their fragile edzes
were bottombess blne vistas of
certain death. Yet, as we maveled
this pathway of termor, I did mot
fear for anything as he comforted
me in 4 way his countenance em-
bodied thar of an angelic being. Efortlessly up the seep climb we hiked nnnl we
rounded a tum in the mail that came wpon 3 cleared but hilly pasture. The sroumnd
was punctesied with objects sirewn all aromnd ws. At a3 glance T thonght them to
be large rocks. In this field stood a woman of later years, dressed as the warmor, in
am amcient wardrobe mmlike any I'd ever seen Her age conld not contain the inner
beanty which shone fhrongh the physical years; yet when she spoke ber besty
was matched only by ber wisdom. Although she evoked a loveliness, her face was
shadowed from the sun so that I could never zet a clear view; shronded as if in
SECTECY.

Ay escort iIntroduced me to her and then left us, vanishimg before I could thank
hirn for his efforts. The woman then began to explain to me why I was bere and
what It was we were to do. It was then I realized the rocky clefi of a field was
littered not with rocks but with aged tombsiones, all wrapped in cloth, as if ready

o be shipped away. The lady then ex-
plained that we were transporting all of
these back to where [ had come from o
return them o the present; fhis was oy
mizsicn. She explained that we wonld
be loading each of the headstones into a3

frailer. Then she asked what zeemed to
me to be an odd gquestion. She wanted
o know if I thought we should use a
closed twailer, sealed off fom the air

or if I thonght an open trailer, one that
could breathe and have air fow trough
it would be beter; fior some reasom, I
chosze the latier, unbeknownst o me
why. She smuled and sgreed that I had
chirzen well.

There were others there, yat they
never became bright encugh fo shine
more than mers shadows. These beings
helpad us load the heavy stones imo the
tracior trailer, and when we had finiched I too climbed m. Befiore I departed in the
trailer with the tombstones, the woman spoke to me and said, ““Vou are the first
o kave come full circle; this, you've been chiosen as their escort back m Gme,™
and with that, the mailer was off, fying. The clonds and sky shone below the wire
mesh fleor upon which I stood, speeding past as we flew. Above me. throngh the
wire mech ceiling T could see more sky, filled with deep shades of Prussian blne
dotted with the sparkling lizhts of distant stars. How longz we flew smd whers or if
we landed I don't kmow.

I awoke and tumed to look at the clock; too soon, tod soon.

Ay life has become a passage in fime where the clock becomes merely an ob-

seTvation, nof 3 limitation. To understand it all, or fo even attempt to grasp the re-
ality from whence we have come to now is an atbempt to grab the wisp of 2 clond
in the distant sunset; fotle. The only thing that belies a steady keel of comfort is
the Word and the math therein.

As fall gently slips into winter, I sip from my nmg the bitter, dark brew each
moming by the light of the fire snd embrace every sentence with reverent awe.
Comimg full circle in life st times with the voices of those gone on before s the
sweemess for nry drink

These are my days as we walk down this new path. Every step another page in
the jourmey.

Wy paradigm shifi has brought me back to so many beginnings that only the
recognition of God's hand at work can fathom the innersorkings of this story,
Someday, wihen we are gathered aroumd His throme, we'll be able to umderstand
the how and why. For now, we should not tamy but carny on, His mission for us is
yei o be fulfilled.

These and many more blessings are just a few of the things for which we can be
thanlkfil this Mowvember.

And ag always, Thanks Be to God!

Timodhy W Tron iz the Executive Direcior of the Waldenzian Trail of Faith. He
lives in Paldese with hiz family. He is the author of “Bruecke fo Heaven, ™ and
an active blogzen, artist and musician. Timothy alze has g BSEE from UE is an
Eagie Scour and iz Vice Prazident of the Taldese Merchaniz dzzoc. He has begn
Ordained o perform weddings af the Trail and affends several amea churches
seeking to serve the Lord every diay
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Evergreen Church

What Christmas Is All About
By Fev. Jobn MoCoury
Roan Mountain, Tennezses

T Christians, Christmas will abaays be for us a time to
reflect om Christ. The most wonderful gift God zave to all
the world was the gift of His life. We know Christmas is not
about tinssl, nor fancy Christmas wreaths, nor is it sbot all
the decorations that adom our Christmas trees. It's not about
holly or mistletoe hanging from our doors, nor is it abowt the
gifis that are left by the jolly Santa Clans. Christmas is more than all of this. It is
the only reason why we celebrate Christ's birth together and the wonder of His
Lifie; zo, remember as you celebrare, just wihat it's all about and mvite the Lord
o join with us, instead of leavimg Him out, for He will abarays be the reason we
celebrate this day. Mo substtote the world may offer can fake that mesning away.
A5 Christmas is approaching may we be re-
mindad- let the Christinas presents remind you
of God's greatest gift His only begotten Son,
the Christmas candles remind vou of Him who
is the Light of the world. May the Christrnas
mes remind you of another mee on which He
died fior you May the Christmas cheer remind
vou of Him who said, "Be qf good chear ™
Bday the Christmas feast remind you of Him
wiho is the Bread of life. May the Chrisnmas
snow remind vou of the cleansing power of
Christ. May the Chrisimas bell remingd yon of
the gloriows proclamation of his hirth May the
Chriztmas carol remind you of His glad td-
mps which we proclaim to all manking bay
the Christmas seasen remind you in eVery way
of Tesus Christ your Kinz I would like to say
to 21l Merry Christmas!

Jokm MeCoury iz pastor gf Evargreen church in Roan Mowtmn, Timmesses and
alro chaplai at Roan Highlands Nursing Center

Em{umﬁ'cﬁﬁfmnm&:mﬂﬁcrhanﬂﬁﬁﬁmmmm!

Mﬂm@uﬂﬁﬂa

AMeditation

| Have Been Reading A Book
By Timothy Eller
MeDoweall Coumgy

I hawe been reading & book by Dr. Henry Clond “Never
o Back: Ten Thingz Tou Fill Never Do dgain”. One of
the first chapeers talks shout never gome back to something
that has mot worked. This is ofien the area of people’s lives
that is the most problematic. Often Christian individuals
have found themsalves within patterns of life and behavior
where they become stuck. People cannot sesm o find their way out of destmctive
patterns and habits. hipses and the children of Israel wandered in the dessrs for 40
years due to a lack of nnderstanding. Solomwen said in Prowverbs 4:7 " ail pour
geiting gt nowiadge, wisdom, and undersianding. ” Odten I coumsel with people
who have confinually made the same mistakes every single year, and wonder why
their life is in 3 mess. The tue path to abundant life takes work. Most Chrishians
desire to have 3 better life. They do not have an undsrstanding that God waill not
work in their lifs unless they are willmg to cooperate with him. God 1= willing
to cooperate with s when we are willing to cooperats with him We need to umn-
derstand what is dysfonctional and wrong in onr thinking that continnes to canse
us to make wrong decisions which lead o poor choices in life. As we contimae to
make wrong choices we develop strongholds that will eventally destroy our life.
We need to have the “spirit of this woerld™ remoned from our eyes so that we may
be able to see what God would desire for us o do. Allowing ourselves to become
who God desires ns o be is the way to have a befter life. Becoming a fully ma-
mre person in Jesns Christ is the only way that we are able to have the fiulfillmg,
jov filled life that God wants os to have.

Tim Eller praduated from Caroling Graduate Schoel gf Divintly and has bean
imvahed in prison aad jail ministy for the past fifteen years. Currently he = oper-
m‘iﬂg in the capaciy of a servani gf Jesus Christ.

Health insurance, Medicare and Life Inswance can be chalenging to wndersizmd
in today’s world especiaily. We are here fo help you through indersianding all

your apfions which will be beneficial fo fhe ones you love when needed the most.
Keeping yowr family first with fhe nghf insurance needs.

EbenConcept
Grubd

Call ms (828) 7653499 - Lee & Amy Eilis, Wayne Elfs,
India Bomar, Allizon Vines, Warska Letterman, Judy

COME to a PLACE
where YOU can
fellowship and
GROW in the Lord

Uneluttered by hurried schednles and elecironic infinences,
High Pasinres is fruly a place af refread

Please call for reservations.

280 Kings Highway » Burnsville, Morth Canclina 28714
Phone: 828-682-3138

Siee opur web sife for mare inforrmation - Webgife: www highpasfures arg

1136 Greenwood Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

phone: B268.765.4400
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Can't Buy me Love

L]
Crossword Solution By Ko Bomu
Avery Counny
HIA|S | [N|S|1[S]|T O|WIL|S Song of Solomon 8:7 Mamy waters canmor guench love;
Als|IPls EIAIRITIH RIEIAIP riVers cannol sweep it away (Butl If ong were o give
all the waaith gf one's howse for love, it would be urterly
LIEJA|H SIWIO|R|E DIA|TI|E scorned.
Femambar back in the §0's when the Beatles (the graat
FIEIR|IRIE|T NIUM|B|E|R|E|D rhilosophers of their day) told us that vou just can't by
lave?
9
RIEIE|L W RSN No.213 We all gat that and am sare we agree as well.
D WIlIIPII INIG SIEIAIMIS Wy is it then that we try to buy love fom God? What I mean is, doa't we
: often think. “The Leod nunst really love me woday becanse I had my devotons
EIKIE|D AlS|A B|lIDIDIEN for ao hour! I'm really goleg o be blessad today. Afer all, T eamed i Perhaps
we expect blessings because we did 8 good deed for sorme unfornmate persow or
N|E[W AR|IE|B|O|R|N O|N|E mayhe we just satd “po” to 8 empraton. Conversely, when we sin, we think God
dipamn’t love us 25 mch,
S|IE|E|TI|HIE AM] | A|G|E|E Tha zood pewsbad news (depending ow how von look at it} 1= thar that kond of
EINIS|UIE CILIIIMIBIS R love is uselass becansa it is based on your works instzad of His zrace. Doa't oy o
by the Lord's love.
- MIAIRIA 1] AlILIAIS Here's the really good naws. God loves you fust a3 moch when you miss vour
devonons, you lose your temper, or you f2ll yet again to a temptatew. (I'l prove
| IMIPIUID(E[N]T UN|I]|T]|E|D that later).
So why, sorne mizht ask, do we even oy 1o do the righs things if it doesn't make
CIE|AIL AIDIOIRIN NIAIV]Y adifference? I dida't zav it didn’t make a difference, I said it won't affect how
EIAISI|T PILI)IEID GILIEI|E ok Grod loves you.
AL wom bave to look at 1o prove this s vour relationship with your children Do
AIN|T|S SIE|IL|D|O|M EIN|D vou lowe them sy more when they clean themr room, do their homework or mow

COPYRIGHT 2018 RIALEWORDGAMES COM  ALL RMIHTS RESERVED the grass? We don't lowe our cluldren based npon their works, ut rather becanse
they are QTR They can’t eam our love, it's already there
S0 why should they mow the srass or belp with the diskesT In a kezliny rels-
x tonship, it's becanse of appreciaton. They lova their parents and they want 1o
Sudﬂku Sﬂ[utlﬂﬂ please them and spend Mo with theim.

The blessing of datly devotions zud zood works 15 that WE are changed by it
We gef a clearer understanding of the depth of the love that our Lord has forus
and we just want 1o be arcund Him 1l the maors.

Paul zaid it 30 cleartyv: Fom 838 For I am comvinced that neither death nor Ijfe,
naither angels nor demons, nerther the presart nor the fiiture, nor any powers, 39
naither height nor depth, nor aqything else in all creation, will be able fo reparaie
s fram the Jove of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord

I can't eare that kind of Lewe, bue I sure like basking in 1t

Selab (think abour i)

Kot Bownar is pastor of Walnut Grove Prezbyrerian Church.
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The Eesf of the Story

Bw Fanmer Doug

This story brings many thivgs o nued wday, We were producing 300-20(
zallans of pure sorgbuan syvoup molzzzes when Farmer Cling was wiiting this story
and thos past vear we cnly produced 140 zallons. The spring weather pust did
nat agree with plant pamumation 5o we wever 2ot 4 good stand of sorghum. The
process had chanpsd from wsing 3 tobacco hatclket to 3 Tobn Deers com bindar o
wa had 2o easter thne with the harvesting.  Clint wonld have enjoyed watching
that procass. at it wonld never have doee to let him mum the machine' As T have
mianirad more, I personally realize that some of the things thar have taken place cn
the famo mnst changze with ooy ploysical ability 1o do the wannal Labor thay Clost
never enjoved, but was always so willing fo &y and do.

The Christmas wees are another facer thar has changed dramatically with this
harvest that we just fwizhad this past week, We started growing Chrismas oeas
on Hamrell Hill Fanus in 1978, That folks, was a long fime ago. When Cling was
helping me shear the trees, we had 30-60.00] oees on the fann to ke care of He
acinally shearad 5 ess while I sheared two full rows of wees. Wa startad in two
rows together and I wane to the end of oy row and came back o hing in bis row, 1t
was mora like 50 to 1, but hic mess did look good.

This past Sanoday I was on the same il that Clint was talking shout, a5 we
cut the Last Chrismmas mee for wholesale that will probably be out on Harrell
Hill Farms in mvy lifetime. T have reacked the rpe old age of 73, and am =l
thank God zble o do 2 Lot of things on the farm The time has come to out back
aa soane of the things like this. Clint would have looked af me in disbelief if ke
could read this. He thought T was iovincible and conld do aoything. Somy Cling, T
can't do it anymare atther. I know that Clint wonld want me to wish each of you a
blessed apd Christ filled Chyistmas, Memy Chrismmas to all.

Dous

From Cooey Sorghum To The Perfect Christmas Tree
By Clint Pollard — Editor

The vaned commouniguas I receive indicats that vou en-
Jov reliving my close encounters and personal penls at Har-
rall Hill Farms. Oftentimes T wonder how it is that Christian
brothers and sisters can denve such pervarse pleasure ffom
Farmer Clint's pear misses with eterniny o . Vou may be
surprizad to learn thatr my entire lifetime, even pre-farming
davs, could be characterized by bizame occowrences, Jne
daw I will recouns for vou how I was mn over by aw on-
board motor after falling into ons of Alaska’s most frigid
awd dawgerows rivers. But not now, after 211 this is Christnas
Sezzpn and T oeed to share a holiday farm story

Mo “Tap™ On A Tree

Call me crazy, bat a5 2 boy [ remember seeing pictores of syTup coning from a
spigor mppad into 3 wee. It iz linle wonder, then, thar I anagived molasses frealy
fiowing from a mee munk somewhers in the hills of Westam Worth Carolina. 5o
when Dioug first mentoned a “cane field” [ conjured up the imagze of bamboo,
thinking we would be harvesdng fishing poles! Imagine my swprize whean e took
me mio a thicket of bammboo-like plapts and told me it was time 1o maks molazses.

I vagnaly remembered kim giggling whenever be warned ma of the coming
cane harvesy. He wonld sav things like, “Vou will rezlly enjoy curting care. stalk
by stalk, ow your kness with 2 lictle hatchet " Having no framie of referancs T sim-
plv izmored my mentor’s amempt &t lnunor and weat about the business of oying
nat o kil myself in dav-to-day farming. Aryway, the premoniticn of madiaval
tormire was accurate and I speat mawy au hour chopping down serghum cane
stalks with an itsy bitsy hatchet-like thingy. How hard can thar be, you may ask. .
well when yon repear that tomabawk moton 5,000, 000,000,000 droes withour a
break it is & chore! Then comes the dublous pleasure of loading TALL cape stalks
omio pickup macks aed hauling it back to the bam, How bard can s e, vou may
ask. .well whan you pick wp 5 000,000,000, 000 LOMNG sticks and purs "em on a
muck it is 3 chore!

Arriving back at the bam it's tme o wload the cane and feed it mio a GIAWT
mnnching thingy | Thong calls it a caee mill, bt that's practy echndcal if yan
ack e Factis T call things what they do, and that thing memches cane — purs
apd stmple. As always, [ was wamad sbout the hazards of this machinery . Tam
amazed &t the gazillion wavs 2 man can die while producing food products for
v folks to eat! Avd, of course, I had vistows of being swallowed up by the GI-
ANT cape onmecher, being spit ous the other side flattsped like Pillsnoy Christmas
cookis dough!

Whean ya squish the cane, aka mumching it pumid looking green Hquid oozes
ot of the stalk, drips into 2 pao coverad by a screen, is then siphoned e a stain-
less speel var, and sguirts out 2 hose e a heated maze-liks conmaption whera
it meanders dovwm varouws chavnels for bours on end. All the while va have to
s0pop the gresn slime from the top of the maveling howd and dunp the sludge
into 2 5 gallon pickle bucket (or whatever comes in the bucket. . who the beck
caras'y And, FYT, while you are desperately avoiding the boilling substance it is
imporiant, also, o Gghe off the 5,000, 000,000,000 vellow jackets which dascend
npon the sweet, sicky smiff hoping for one more taste of life before being fozen
for the winter And, sooneday [ need o el vou about feading 5 gallons of the
shidge'slime molaszes to 4 linle pizgies g . But that's not for today, it's Christmas,
ramember?

Wonder of wonders, after abour six bours of botling the pale gresn smff it
miorphs into the most beantfinl amber Hoguid and povas out a sweet, dalectables

miclasses product thar is 1o die for! (ot liberzlly to die for, althongh I oearly f=l]
imto the boiling mnoure ou one occasion.) Bat I'm hete to ell you, if you kaven't
satnplad Harrell Hills Farms Pure Sorghoom Molasses you are 2 deproved buansan
baing.

All that to say, [ had ro finish making molasses bafore beimng taken ro the Chriss-
mas Tres patch.

Farmer Clint Turns Samurai. ..

Onee thing T know for certain, every facet of famming is hard. . every product
is kazardons.. every tool 3 weapon of mass desmaction. (Hmomm that's zcially
three things T know for certain.) Avyway. . .

Early oo Sanwdsy moming. after roolasses season, Doug ook me smoeplace
on a BIG monntzin over 2t Tipion Hill. He explaized that we would be sheaning
Christnas wees m advance of the anonal harvest. As with every other crop feld
T'veworked, this ooe was oo 3 BIG hill and my fused aekle strammed to cooperats
with the hillside. (If you've wever red walking sideways oo 2 hill with an ankls
that doesn't bend it's no small chore.)

Fanuear Dong Exbabis 1. "Clmt, this is 3 shearing kufe ™ he zaid with that
Cheshirs cat gnn. Folks I'm telling va. I looked at that implement and membled.
This “knifa™ iz really a 3" razor
blade on 2 sock . o fact I'm premy
sure it's what they smng aromd
2 fence to keep inrpates in prison.
Fezardles:, what in the heck was
I supposed o do with THAT?
Quackly I was able to wansfonn
my thinking and wanspom my spirtt
back to the days of Genzhis Ehan .
bere I am Farmer Clint Samnrai
Warrior!

Fammnear Dong Demonsation
1. "Clint, you shear the meas like
this™ (z2d he saunters his TATLL miountain men self aronnd that oes, rzising the
blade kigh overbesd and dropping it with precision oo the nneven branches).

Fanmmear Dong Caudoa 1., "Cline, the most imporiant part of this eotire job
is EFEP THE TREE BETWEEN YOI AWND THE EWIFE, or you will SLICE
TOUR LEG OFFE” (Mow [ ses why peopla are converting to arificial ees, thesa
real Frasers are dangerons s By the way, fiends, I'm inagming pain. apswish and
severad limabs by this point Afer all, despite what von may have beard. Tam oot
the world's most coordinsted farmer.

Alone At Last. ..

Dipn’t get me wrong I love Dong Harrell; thera's nothine Twaonldn't do for the
man. But I anpoy working ATOMNE. . _being “pne” with the fann _ the solimde of
the soil . the peace of NOT HAVING HIM LOOEDNG OVER MY SHOULDER.
And, sure enongh Doug finally set ot oo begin shesnne mees. Iwas convinced
that before long I wonld O the shearing process and my wees would lock far
bearter than Doug’s @

Alakdng Dreams Comne Troe. ..

I mmst say, Ihegan 1o “get into™ tis actv-
it it became sorpewhat of a waltz for me. 2
bt like “Fanuer Clint Wins Dancing with the
Sears.” Granted I occzsionally mipped over mmy
fuzed ankle and mezrly smputatad myself, but
the dance was worth it Think abouf i, bere [ am
only months into my apprentceship as a REAL
FABRMEER.: I am pow making failies’ dreams
cote e by shaping theo Christoas mee. This
is a romoantic woton [ den't care who you sme. .
me, Famuer Cling, carefully snd skillfully shap-
ing each Fraser Fir in my path with tender loving
care. I'm envisiomng the glee-filled squeals of
lirtle children as they “choose and ont™ AIY mee
ouf of this patch I, Fanner Cling, am helping God
o put the finishime touchas on THE PERFECT
CHEISTMAS TEEE.

Doz The Diream Squisher. ..

3-4 hours mte our day of sheanng, I sense
Droug spproacking down my row. His face is coniomed a wesa bit, an expression
I've come to read a5, "Unooonm, Pollard, what are vou deinz™ Or, “What kave
yvou bean doinz™ Mot to be dissuaded, [inguired, “Xow, il the outh, Donz..
have vou ever sesn more beanifnlly sheared Chrisonas mwees than these ™ I could
tell that noy friend was mdeed awe stricken. _."Well, he began . thev are beauf-
ful, Chut; honesthy. they are. But T don’t want you to 211 in love with the ree _ we
juast don’t have mne o make it a part of oo family. I want you to shear !

“Dhoaglas.” [ began, “this is a familv’s dresm their madition, their kope for the
furure; this mzy be thedir last Chrisanas together and [ wans their mee to be per-
fect!” Crocked gnn io place, Doug replied, “And vou've done that with the 5 mees
you've finished, Clint. The problam is I'm shearing 25 trees 1o your 1 and the
muck will b2 hare next weak 1o take mmore than 1,000 ees up porth. At the pace

camfined on page 1P

www. brenews. com

December 2018- Blue Fidze Chrstian Mews page 13



[ i .-'III - . :
| =V Vel AV =i=4™

...Standing in line
at the DMV office!

Thank you Burks Count

WE CAN NOW RENEW _
YOUR LICENSE TAG | foriomgs
:-:v;r: z; ﬁ,‘;ﬁ{;‘f :c?n{r BEST BRAKE SERVICE

BEST AUTO SERVICE

We appreciate the continned
levalty, business, and
Jriendships!

No addifional fees charged other
than normal registration fee. We
also meed registration and credit
card to complete the transaction.

No Title work.

1211 Burkemont Avenune * Magnolia Shopping Center
- Morganton, NC 18655 = (328) 438-3300
s M-F 8am-5:30pm = Sat Sam-Ipm * Sun-Closed

Deal with Honest, Non Pressure Service Personnel
Suffering with Fibromyalgia?
Laser Therapy,

Healing at the
Speed of Light

Lazer therapy iz effective in
relieving pain associated with
fibromyalgia. So why choose
Lazer therapy? It works and
has no side effects.

How does that compare with what
you are currently doing? Give us
a call and see how laser therapy
can help you.

CRUZ

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Life Center

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7T955
cruzlifecenter.com

‘Since 982"

Bear Creek Baptist Church

It's The Most Wonderful

Time Of The Year
Eev. Bruce Canoom

Mitchell Courty

‘This song was made poputar by Andy Williams in 1963 and
has heen a lmpe hit and traditions] Christmess sone simee. Yet,
for mary, Christries is snch a lonely, depressins tims. Accord-
ing o the Matenal nsdmee of Health. “Christmss is the time
of wear that people eqperience a high modence of deprassion.
Hospitals and police forces report high inddences of smicide
als repont & sipnificant increase in patients complaimns abowt depression. One Mot
American survey reponied that 45% of respondents dreaded the festive season™

What a magedy! When we should be the most joy-filled, many are sad  How can we
et through the holidays joyvially? May I offer a few soppestons:

= Dion’t ey imiey the “perfect Chrsmmas” media porirays families as kaving. The math
family: The perfect holidsy zift sometimes can't be foumd And decorstions just don't
turm ot ik we had wanted  That is just life. Life happens

= Be graseful for what you have and don’t focas on what you do not have. We all
want family to be together at Christmaes but sometimes it just can't kappen. Oblizations
aned distamce often keep farnilies apart. Try o settle on a phone call untl A visit can tske
place. Ome of the very handest things to deal with at Chrisomss is kaving to expenence
the loneliness due 1o the loss of someone dear. In this instance, iy o magine what kind
of Christmas will they have this year if they are o the presence of the Lord!

= Try to spend some time making odwers happy. Givine of ooe’s time, cooking a dish
for 3 shut-in or doimg something for somecme who can't do it for thermsehres iz 3 sure fire
way to get mio the Spirt of Christmas,

= Fimally, foons your thonghis on the real meanins of Christmas. masme God loved
us 50 nmach thar He wrapped Hic Son the GREATEST Christmas present, in saaddline
clothes 50 He conld be the Savior of the wrorld.

There are @0 m=ny oppormites o really emjoy Chresmas: 3 Children's Christmas
play, 2 band concert, A cantata, caroling to shint-ins and the list goes o All of these
events will be taking place af Bear Creek Baptiss Cinrch, and all of o sisser Chirchies,
over the net & weeks and I can hardhy wait.

My von have the greatest Christmas ever! My you be well and vour family able o
spend time together over the Holidays, Bay yvou expenence the Lord in such a power-
ful, gentle way as He cormmmmicates His love to you this Christimas,

From my famuily to yours, “Memry Christmnas!™

Rev Bruce Cannon crrrantly zemves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served az Director of Mizsions for the Bladen
Baptizt Azzociafion and has served on the eneral Board of the Bapiist State Con-
vention gf North Caroling.

Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Defailing

» Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffes, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « 828-559-2700

GET 500A) OFF

YOUR FIEST PROPANE BILL «» PLUS LOCE IN THEU MAY 2018

CALT TODAY T SAVE!

828-675-1513

WWW._PTOpaNEpromo. com/save
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Foothills Baptist Bible College
Necessities For Successful I@
Christian Living

by Dr. Tam Walker

MeDowell County

Zion Hill Baptist Church-

1 Peter 5.8-0 says:

"Humble yourselve: thergfone under the mighiy hand gf rod,
that Ha may exalf you in duwe tme. Casting all your care upon
Him; for He careth for you. Be sober, be vigtiant, becaise
your adversary the devii, as a roaring lion, walketh abous, seeking whom he may
devour: Whom resist steadgfass in the faith, Buowing that the same giffictions are
accomplizhed in your brethren that are in the world. ™

Any bealiewer should desire to live a soocessful Chrstian life. Wone of ns are
perfect in our daily living, but we can live successfially as we are dependent npon
the Lord. To be a success for the Christisn is to achieve things for the plory of
(od and His kingdom.

Tosktma 1:-8 says, "Thiz ook gf the law shall mo? depart our gf thy mourh, bt
thowu shalt meditate therem day and night, that then maaes? obsarve to do accord-
ing fo alf that is written thevein. for then thou thalt make thy way prozperous, and
fhen thon shalt have good success. ™ From that statement, it is clear that success
can be the portion of the people of God. It is not an unattainable matter. Snocess
shonld be desired for God's szints!

There are several necessities if one is to enjoy tree spiritial soccess,

We Need Humility (v.6)

Verse 6 says, "Humble yourselves thergfore under the mighty hand qf God that
Hi might exalf pou in due time. ™ It is less paimdinl for us to hombie ourselves than
it is for God o bhumble as. "Huomble™ is ranskated in other places as "sbase" amd
thng hw-rl

Becanse of our old Adamec paure, our tendency s o lifit ourselves up instead
of bringing ourselves low. Someone =aid, "The way up with God is the way down
in our own atdhede ™

Why should God exalt us if we are doing our best to exalt ourselves? When we
exalt self, we are saying that we are snfficient within ourselves, and really don't
need God.

The mumber one thing that hinders submizzion 15 pride. If von will remember,
pride iz what tumed & beanafol, pronoment angel into a devil. Of all the thines that
God hates, which is Hsted in Proverbs §17, pode is st the top of the lists.

With pride comes shame (Proverhs 11:1). Prideful people are hard to work with
simply becanse they will oot kisten, They are stubborm and their pride won't ket
them submnit to leadership.

Humilify i= the amimde that puts others before one's salf Fead Phil 2:3-4.

We Need Dependence (v.7)

Verse T declares, "Cazting all vour care upon Him, for He careth for you. "
"Casting" is in the present tense n the Greek Bew Testament It should be a way
of Life to tam our amcieties over to the Lord; it shoold be a practice of our lives.

This verse 15 tied with verse § and the matter of pride. Instesd of wormying
shout promimence and prevailing ewer others, we ought to stop worrying over
trivial, self centerad things, and torn them over to God. God cares constantly and
contimaally abont us. We worry too owach shout the material things and problems
of this life. 5elf centered living is detrimental o our spirimal and physical life.

Pzalms 55:22 tells us to, "Cast thy bunden wpon the Lord, and he shall sustain
thea: ke shall rever suffer the mghteowus fo be moved. " Believe it! Count cn it! He
will newver suffer or allow the oghteons to be moved. Since the Lord has all power,
why should we not torn over to Him those things that are beyvond our control?

Dependence upon God is not 4 sign of weskness but rather one of srength. A

person is never sirongzer than when he or she depends npon the strength of the
Lord.

We Meed Sobriety {v_8a)

"Sober” has the idea of being discreet and cautions and has the thought of being
a disceming, discreat person. Christians omst develop discermment. Without dis-
cemment 3 person becomes prey to the flesh, the world and the devil. Too mamny
believers are easily deceived and misled.

Woah Webster defines discermment as: "The act of discermng; also, the power
or faculty of the mind, by which it distinzmiskes one thing from another, 2z oath
from falzehood, virue from vice; acuteness of judzment; power of perceiving dif-
ferenres of things or ideas. and their relations and tendencies.™

The sobriety Peter s talking about is the abilify to see things in their ree light.
While none of us are perfect, we need the ability to see things as they really are,
naot just like someone presents something. but as things actually are. It i God
who gives wizdom to hiz peopls that we might discem and see what we otherwize
could not see.

We Need Vigilance (v.5b)

We are told to "be wvigilant " That is commanded because we have an adversary,
an opponent, called the Devil. Satan is likened to a "roaring ion" here m verse &,
bt he is alzo likened to 3 serpent (Rev.12:9) and to one who can be transformed
into am angel of Hight (2 Cormthians 11:14).

The word "vigilant" was used by the Greeks o describe crossing a fver, care-
fully stepping from one slippery stone to another. If they did not pay close atten-
tion to what they were doing, they would fall o the rver.

Satan is ont to devouar souls and lives. That is why we are not wise to live cars-

le=szly or sloppily. We are to be on the leokout for Satan attack then we can resist
him in the power of our Almighty God.

We Need Steadfastness (v.@)

We should be steadfast. The word "steadfast” means to "to stand or be tnmov-
shle " We have two main weapons of warfare that allew ws to stand firm m the
faith First, there is God's Word. It is called the "sword of the Spmit"(Eph 6:17) for
it is the weapon the Spirit of God uses to drve back the advances of Satan

The second msain weapon is prayer. Maoy batiles are won oo our knees. Eph.
§:18 says, "Praying ahways with ali prayer and supplication in the Smirit, and
wiaching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all sainis. " Prayer
calls in all the respurces of God that enable us to live successfully, even when we
are hounded by our adversaries, and faced with fear and confusion

Leat's not £ail the Lord in attiude or action for we are on earth in the place of
Christ, mviting people to be reconciled to God.

Tom Walker iz President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor gf Zion Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.

And she brought forth her firsthorn son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and latd him in a manger; becanse there was ne recm for them
in the inn. Loke 2-7

t% 5 Trail of Lights at the Trail of Faith
: Nov. 24-Dec. 24 from 6-9pm
Lighting Ceremoany will be held Nov. 24 at Bpm

Merchant’s Association Tractor Rides
Movw. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16 from 6-9pm

Rt Start at the Trail of Faith or Village Park Mural

f8 Enjoy hot chocolate stations and the Christmas

] lights of downtown Valdese

Valdese Annual Christmas Parade
Dec. 3 at 10am: Grand Marshall Pat Draughn
PWRR Museum Open House at Old Rock School

OCP Production: “Babes in Toyland"”
December 8, 9, 10 & 11 at the Old Rock School
Thursday through Saturday 7:30pm
& Sunday Matinee at 3pm
510 Adults/Seniors/Students 55 Pre-School

Celebrate Christmas in Valdese
Dec. 9 from 6-8pm on the steps of the
Old Rock School. Enjoy Shop Hop, Christmas
Caroling by the Valdese Elementary School &
Christmas Tree Lighting with SANTA|

Blue Christmas Alzheimer’s
Benefit Concert: Dec. 17 at 7:30pm

Robert Kearns Presents the Tom Kearns Memaorial
Artimus Pyle Band, Harns Brothers, Bear Wallow,
Habby Denton, lonathan BirchAeld, Shelby Bae Moore Band,
Sigmian Stringars, Tony Bailey, Greg Simmaons, The Mull Sisters

Tickets 518 in advance & 520 at the door
Visit townofvaldese.com or call 828.879.2129

Historic_—=,

VALDESE

townofvaldese.com S88E-VALDESE
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For freedom’s sake, bring back civility
By Fev. Mark H Creech

"Thonsands across the USA Protest Trump Victo-
ry," 5aid the headline of USA Today on Thursday. The
news source said the protestors had taken to the srests
in at least 10 cities.

In cities like Chicago, Mew York, Los Anzeles,
Philsdelphia Boston, Washington, DT, Portland,
and 5t. Panl, protestors angnily chanted, "Mot My
President™ and laced their shonts with expletives. In
Los Angeles, they torched a giant Trump effizy. In other places, protestors bamed
the American flag, started fres in the city, damagzed private property, barassed and
asgmulbted commouters, and delayed waims,

Cmly a conple of weeks before the electiion, in my home state of Morth Caro-
Ima, the GOP headgquarters in Orange County was firesbombed. The day after the
election, sigms at the Fepublican headqnarters in Raleigh were vandalized.

It appears that we are at 8 jumchare in American history where we've lost sight
of civility m polidcs. We seemed to be shocked by the anger, the violence, and
lack of restraint that we're witnessing. However, much of it, in o1y estimation, is
the harvest we've been sowing for quite a while

It's interesting to note, according to media reporis, these protests are largely
made up of colleze smdenis.

C B IETeL &4

=l -

e cmaglf 2 '.#.‘:E

e

4 Dowr, 5.7 Liter HEMI engine, Chrome
Vnesls, Backup Camera and moe._.

Cherokes 4X4
TSih Anndversary Edifion, Tralier Tow Peg
Heated Seats & Sieering Wheel, 8.4
Touchscreen

JOHN GREENE

| CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM |

MORGANTON, NC

1-40 Exit 100 « 910 Jamestown Rd., « Morganton, NC 28655
www.johngreenecdj.com » 828-584-5337

Stephen I. Carter, a professor of law at Yale University, has nghily arened:
*Teaching civility is an oblization of the family."

I can remember prowing up and being taught sood mamnmers by my parents.
You always said, "Yes sir and Mo sir or Mo Ma'am and Yes Ma'am" to authority
figures. Showing respact to your elders and such was an indispenzable lesson of
life. If an adalt came into the room, you were required o stand and offer up your
seaf. The home wasn't 3 democracy, st best it was a benevolent dictatorship, where
parents mled and children obeyed — otherwise you would experience a discipline
vou wonldn't likely forget.

Perhaps the reason so many of these voung people today, who ought o be in
the classToom, are tearing up things in the smeets because they've never had their
backsides torm up at home. Instead, they'we been coddled, babied, and overin-
dulzed by their parents. They'we prown up with 3 sense of entitlement and mot
enogh empliasic on responsibility.

They'we not only been raised this way, but meated the same when they mo off to
school. The USA Today story said after the election, when Hillary Clinton, filed
to win, "[a]cross the country, imdversitiss and even & few high schools organizad
post-election civil disobedience Some teachers senf notes to stedents posiponing
tests and offering suppont. Student unions offered sessicns of meditation, discus-
sions and tea "

Oh for heaven's sake, give me a break! It's time these youmgsters grew ap.
Life iz finll of dizappoinments. When we treat them with kid gloves every time
spmething dpesn't go their way, we're semng them up for failure. We're making
emotional wimps gat of them Wa're fostering psycholomical framility.

This is not the way to build a strong civil culhure where democratic principles
flonarish Without respact for anthority, without developmge 2 tough constitation
in facimg setbacks, without 2 healthy appreciation for one's responsibilities over
one's perceived nghts, civility ends up wampled undsr the feet of inselence and
CORRmIpT.

Furthermore, I believe our national politics and its rhetoric over the years have
also contributed o this present crisis.

The late Edward Brooke, a Fepublican, who became the first African Ameri-
can poputarly elected to the United States Senate, once said, "The polarizaton of
Congress; the decline of civility; and the rise of amack politics in the 1980s, the
19005, and the early years of the new century are a blot on our political system
mnd 3 disservice to the American peopls. ™

Brooke was right. And this wretched form of politics grew to a crescendo in
the presidential camipaizn betwesn Secretary Clinton and Donald Tramp. It was
3 terrible example to the generations that will someday take the reins of oar great
Fepublic.

I hawe to admit; sometimes I don't nnderstand why politicians feel as though
they have to respond to every croticism of their person or political positon. Civil-
ity, I smzzest, would often require them not o respond.

The former and deceased Archbishop of 51 Louds, Jobn L. BIay, nsed o ell
the story abont 3 heated debate that oooured in the 1.5, Senate, when one of the
semators told another "to go fo bell." The senator that was verbally castigated ap-
pealed to the presiding vice president, Calvin Coolidze, conceming the propriety
of the remark Coolidze. who had been idly leafing through a book, looked up and
zxid, "T'we been looking throngh the rule book. Voo don't have to go."

What an ingeniows way to encourage civilicy. Often the best response is no

[BSPONSE.

Piezze don't misunderstand me. I'm not suggesting civility always requires the
dowsing of strong words or pegative comuments. Jesus was the most civil indi-
vidual whe ever lived. Yet for the misznided relizions leaders of his day, Jesns
provided severe and passionate critical analysis. He called them "white washed
graves," and 3 “trood of vipers." But without exception, af the heart of his words
was a loving motive of redemption, not 3 camnal spint of andmosity.

Jim Whllis, foumder of Sojonmers, and the late Chock Colsen, founder of Proson
Fellorarship and Breakpoint, were essentially polar opposites on many marsers both
theolomical and political  In the aftenmarth of the horrific shooting of Congress-
woman Crabrielle Giffords and the senseless killing and wounding of 19 of her
constiments in 2011, Wallis and Colzon, wrote an anticle together and published it
in Christianity Today. In the piece, they admonizhed that demacracy dependsd on
the virue of civility.

*The scropiural admonition to pray for these in sathority is more than a reli-
Eious duty, it promotes geod civic behavior. It s more difficnlt to hate sooneone
when you are praying for them. Jesns' commandment to love our enemies, mechad-
ing those with whom we politcally disagres, is even more challenzing and defies
the ideologies of both Left and Fight " Whallis and Colson wrote.

"These commitments are 35 demanding as they are necessary. . in their secalar
forms, to the working of democracy,” they added " Therefore we call on all cifi-
zens to minde] better behavior in the public square — i word and deed ™

ez, we have to bring back the blessed quality of civility. This type of respect
has to be taupht i the bome, and demonstrated by our educarors and public
servants If we don't, we'll lose hiberty and become & society of anger and vmoues-
tioned, unyielding forms of conmmel. Let's not sell freedom’s irthright of dialogue
and debate for incivility's mess of pottage.

Reverand D Mark Creech iz Execufive Director gf the NC Chriztion dcfion

Leaggue. You may contact him at i markcreschi@ohriztianacionleague. org or
RIO-FET-0600

I—Ia‘;frp}r »
Holidax's
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Preparing for Christmas

you're going we will only have a dozen or so finished!™

Pastor Steve Williams Thest day, back in early MNovember, T submitted to Dong's authority as Hamell
Mitchell County Hill Hezd Honcho and completad my shearing task with warp speed —well, sz fast
as 3 man with a fosed ankle, swinging a 3" long razor blade can finish Buf later
Howdy Friends, on. ..

“Preparing for Christmas ” said one fellow,” is a Wrap
race.” At least, wisecracked another, “Tve learn what the Yule
mezns. My wife says, you'll buy this, and you’ll wrap that,
and I do.

Ome weekend in early Diecember Dong and Barbara asked me to “man the tree

But, really, that’s not the way to get ready fior Chrisimas. lor™, salling Chrisomas trees to fiends and neighbors. I knew this was my chance
This is: 1o make things nght, to comect the emor of Doug's ways. .. s0 while be was away

1st We Need to Review. I zot one of the Samurai Christimas Tree Swords and trinemed | ever so carefully,

You and I nesd to take a good look at our hearts and homes, Christmas is EACH of the trees on that lot...at last creating THE PERFECT CHEISTHMAS

Christ’s birthdsy. But we invite evervone to the party, except Christ. Christmas THEEs. I am thinking the heavens rejoiced at the beauty of these symbols of the
s more than a tme for shopping and Santa. It's a time for the Savior. Let's Mot 88500
crowd out Christ And just think Doug doesn't know sbowt it, to this day @ ! Mermy Christmas

Ind We Need to Eepent: friends.

Pepentance is 4 change of mind In repentance one says,” I'm wrong. I'm
sorry. I've been putting fin and gifts ahead of God and His unspeaksble gift. But | Humbled in the hills,
fromn today on its Jesns first, others second, and me last.

3rd We Need to Eenew: Farmer Clint

A man said o Mark Teain, “T wish I kad mever read Huockleberry Finn ™ Why 7™
demanded the auther “So I could have the pleasure again of reading it fior the first
time" he explained. Has the Chrisomas story lost its excitement becanse yon've
read it so often” Then Get alone with the Lord and His Word and read anew Luke
2:1-20, asking the Lord to make your heart bam within vou as you read it

4th We Need to Rededicate:

Give the Lord firse place in your life. Delight in everything He wants voo to do.
Day and night meditate on His word and think aboat ways to folloar Him more
duaﬂ:.r Do thess things, and this Chriztmas will be the Merriest Christmas of your

AEEIJ.I‘.IEI].E.I]S'II:'EIEEd.EI understand we have the greatest gift anyone can ever
receive. ?mmhm@?mh%smm@hndfmﬂmtum- ] AUTG""‘GHE*' e
swer, o need to great He can't supply, no problem too difficalt for Him to solve. § & I L|FE'HE,-4_|_|i-|—|
S when we are facing a day of calamiry, we can experience cahm, in our days of a ?3?_[}5? |
perplexity, We Can experience peace, i our days of temptation we can experience 9 J
onunph, in our day of somow we CEn experience a song. God's Salvation and
Grace is a gift that never goes awav.

el il i ANDREWS & ANDREWS

Wear.
Pastor Steve Williams . — fnsurance —

Words of Wisdom
= 7od can’t be defeated nor can they who tast Him.
» The lomeliest place in the world is the heart where the Lord Jesus is absent.
= The best teachers are those who live by example.
= Mo one can make you sin withowt your consent.
= (ot something to do? Do it with all you got.

Question of the month: 1
A A i i il S Welcome Linda Thomas
giving Him the gift of vour body? Home Owners = Auto = Commercial
Jake of the Month : .

An atheist complained to a Christian friend, "You Christians have your special 818-733-0951 1831 Millers Gap Highway
holidsys, such as Christmas and Easter. Jews celebrate their national holidays, 828-737-0679 Newland, NC 28657
such as Passover and Yom Eippur. But we atheists have no recognized national

His friend replied, "Why don't you

celebrate April the First™ (April Fool's 111 . g .

oy We are I.l'u'.- appmnu:d Dualer I'nr the High {",uunlry & Burduﬂng
East T-nnna&'-.m. for Mahindra — the world's #1 tractor campany and

Steve Williams is the Pastor qf Berry the fastest selling tractor in the LISA!

Chapel Baptist Church in Spruce Pine.

THE FPOWERFUL 3500 SERIES

- 5 YEAR
STEEL - NOT PLASTIC TO e

- = Ui T -F?'m CASH DACK
Wil COULD AAY PE MAYE TeCHEER §iN SEALSTESL TR - A SAVINGS OM ALL 31500 MODELS

High Country Polaris, Inc.
200 Pineola St. Newland 828-737-3060
www.highcountrymahindra.com
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Don't Blink. . .

By Clris Fathbone
Mitchell Coungy

Many dmes I bear people sav that the oldsr they
get the facter timie seems to pass. That ceatainly
seemns 1o be moe. Hers we are in December and
many of us are wondering where all thess months
have zome. When we were kids, summers sesmied
o last forever and unforfunataly for those of us
who didn’t maech care for schoolng, so did those
long days ar school! As kids we seammn o think that
we will be forever voungz and then the next thing
vou know, boom!!!? We're forty, fifty, or sixfy something! T sure would like for
soane things fo stav the same bat, unfortonstely, e bas 3 wav of changing us
and the coroumstances of our lives.

In pur family, as with most families. we had mawy maditions especially when ot
comes to Thanksgiving and Chrishnas. The gathermgs we had weare really famoely
revmions. It seemead that for the mest part the only time we could get evervbody
rogether was arond the holiday: when evervbody had 2 few days off from work.
Al ef us consins wonld pick ap mght where we left off the Last mme wea wers
together It was prethy well 3 given that every Thank:miving and Christuas we
wiondd zll be together There were dmes that some couldn't make it for whatever
reason, but for the most part we were all thare,

Oy Dad’s side, we wonld gather at Paw and Maw's house. T have to say
it was what I call organized chacs. Children mnning evenywhers plaving and

lanzhing; Paw fussing because we keprt getting betwesn him aod his TV, and Maw

and all the women of the family working to zet all the food prepared and ready. It
wionld sound like 2 herd of canle nomming through the bouse when they would call
everybody to eat

Mama's side wasw't moch different just different faces. Chrismmas is whar
repmarmber ropst at hlarmny’s kowse. Her honsa was premy small awd it was premy
mperesting trying w fnd 3 place o ot down and eat. Mamoyy was ane of those
srapdmathers who always over did itwhen It camie 1o cooking She was sp aftaid
thers wouldn't be eaonzh to eat, =0 she wonld cook 1l 2-3 in the morning st o
make sure thers was plenty for the whele famdly to enjoy.

T don't retpember everyons really exchanging gifts. There were 3o many of
1us oo both sides that there was o way w0 afford to buy a gift for each and every
oue. For the most par just being together was zift enonzh We were all 50 excited
o se2 each other apd play wogeiher we dido't really think too nmach about pres-

ents. The gifiz thar were given weare mostly to v srandparents. Sonenmes wa
received gifts from them if they could afford it

Sadly after Paw, Maw, and Manmy passed away, those family gatherings fadad

away to mernory. Tire has passed and new radinen: have akean place of the

old oees. By boys
abways look forward
to Christmas Eve
brezkiast ar my Dad
znd Mom's hanse.
We havs named

ir the Fathbone
shindiz. Sorme vears
averyone is able to
make it in and soms
yaars they can’t.

Looking back
now that I'm older,
Irealiza that T didn’t
really appraciare the
nmes and people
that were m nyy life. God really blaszed ws with large familiss on both stdes
Somenmes our youth zets o the way of recognizing bow blessad we wers back
then, Some of my entended fanaly T havan't seen in vears. Some of ooy axrended
famuly T haven't even mat because they were bom afrer theze family maditions
faded away!

The Lord has blessed with new wadiions and, as dms goes by, even thess will
b= replaced as time chapges things. The pomt to all this rambling is tis: Look
around in vour Life and thavk God for the people vou have now. Make the most of
the oppormaoities He gives us to share 1ife with those we love. You koow as well
as I do that maybe even next year there will be faces missing from our gathennzs.
Love God most importanily, and love the cnes He has given ns. Don't blink .. be-
cause before yvon kpow it things will not be the sama.

Mearry Clmsmas, Preachker Chns

Preacher Chriz Rathbong serves as Pastor ar Mine Creek Baptist Church,
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PRUITT HEALTH WOULD LIKE TO
WISH YOU MERRY CHR AS’

'i PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

There's no place like home.

PruittHealth Home Health delivers premium care in the
comfort of your own home. Our clinicians provide nursing
services, physical and speech therapies, IV care, social
services, and more.

We provide the same exceptional service, with the same
caring staff, with a new name. The PruittHealth family is
growing, and we remain committed to caring for you and
your health.

Avery County: Mitchell County: Yancey County:
(828) 7331550 (828) 688-342 . (828) 682-7825

pruitthealth.com
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A Prayer for America

By Jerry Lewis
e Danwell County

This prayer is still exactly what we need today!

Prayer praved for the Mational Day of Prayer by Pas-
for Greg Launie, honorary chamman for the WDOP m
Washington, DC, MMay 2nd, 2013:

Father, we come to You to pray for our nation, the
United States of America.

How Yo have blessed us throngh the years, Lord! Wengii}'ﬂng, “Americs,
America (od shed His grace on thes ™ Vet we see frouble in our cultare today.
We see the breskdowm of the family, cripplng addicoons, and random acts of hor-
rific violenre.

Lord, we need Your help in America. In recent days, we have done our best to
remiove Your Word and Your coumsel from our courtroomms, classroems, and cul-
ture. It sepms, as President Lincoln once said, that we have “forgonen God ™ But
Lord, You have not forgotten ws! Yoo can bless and help and revive our couniry
again.

Scripmare tells us that "Righieousness exalis @ naton, but sin is a reproach
fo any people” (Proverbs 14:34). Lord, in Yoor mercy, we ask that You wounld
exalt our country agam. We have had 3 nomber of great awakenings in Americs,
We have experienced times of refreching . and revivals that changed not onby the
spiritual but also the moral lBandscape. As the paalmist said. "W Fou mor revive
uz agaiy, so that Toue people may ngioice in Fou? ™ (Psalm B5:6).

That is cur prayer for America todsy, Lord. Send a mighty spirimal awaken-
ing that will turn the hearts of men and women, boys and girls, back o you. Yoo
hawe told us if we will lnmnble ourselves and pray, and seek Your face and tom
fromm our wicked ways, that Yoo will forgive our sins and heal our land (2 Chrond-
clesT:14).

Forgive us teday, Lord, and heal this moubled land that we love so noach,

We ask all of this in the npame of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Jurry Lewiz is Sentor Pasfor at Grace Communily Church in Marion.
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Christmas!

Pastor Terry Cheek Th.D.
McDowell County

With Christmas approaching, hom again Chris-
tians find themeelves face to face with the conflict of
worldly fantasy and spirimal reality!

As we approach Christmas let's think about the
incamation. In John's zospel chapter 1 and verseld
we resd. “dnd the Word was made fash, and dwelt among us, (and we baheld kiz
Elary, the glory as gf the only begoiten qf the Father,) fill of grace and fruth. ™

The birth of Jesus was unique to say the least. The hirth of any other child is the
creanon of a new persenality. Mew life Is created, a life that never existed before.
The birth of Jesus was WOT the creation of 3 new personality; it was the coming
of a person who had existed from etermity. This alone ilnstrates why the angels
aoke the Tudean hills with their praise.

Jobn descrbes the incamation using three words. Fobn tells us Jesus “dwelt
among us. " The Greek word ;opvon skénod (derelf) gives us the meaning of
pitching a tent. Said another way, Jesus Tebemacled amongz ws. This word is sig-
nificant in John's zospel when describing the mcamation. Some scholars believe
Jesus was actually bormn oa the first day of the jopous annual Jewish feast of aber-
nacles (15th of Tisti or on our calendsr September 20 in the year 4 BC). If this is
the case, Jesus ciroumcision which fook place oo the eighth day would have taken
place on “the great day of the feast™ mentioned by Jobhn in 7:37. Begardless of
where yvou stand on this thought it is an interesting shody.

When we bear the word Tabemacle it remimds us of the rich tvpology of the
Old Testament Tabemacle snd its concealed glory. Have you ever given ssrioas
thonght shout the tabernacls? It possessad no cutward besuty! The furniture of the
outer court was made of brass (copper). The curtaing were linen bleached white
by the sun. The only color was the enfrance gate which gave access to the brazen
{(bronze) aliar of sacrifice. Looking on from the cutside there was nothing glorious
about the Tebemacle. It appeared to be just another tent placed among the tents
of the common people, only the Tsbemmacle was larger. When the Tabemacle was
moved from place to place the zold fumitre was carefully covered from the eyes
of the curious.

The cowvering of the polden fumitare represented the glory of the Lord beinz a
concealed glory. Likewise, when Jesus came to pitch His tent (dwell among us),
He did not lay aside His deity, He simply concealed 1t for 2 short time.

Further reading of the Apostle Tohn reveals ™we befeid his glory ™ “the glory
a5 of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and tmath " These remarks
should direct our minds to the Shekinah glory that filled the Tabemacls. The Lord
Jezus® concealed plory permanently resided within Him John realized this glory,
he saw God in Christ, “rhe glory a5 of the only besotien af the Father fuill gf
Erace and fruth "' John was referencing the days he had spent in the company of
the Lord Jesus. When John tells us “we beheld his zlory™ John is describing the
glory that an only begotten Son receives from a Father. Also, John tells us they
saw one Tl of grace and rurth ™, This is 3 Hebraism for the sum total of divins
revelation; grace is a reference to the revelation of God, as love and truth is &
reference o the revelstion of God as Light.

As we obsarye Chrisomss let's look wpon it 5 more than a new bom baby in
the manser. Let's look npon it a5 8 celebration of the Incamatnon of God whao
Tabernacled among ws and resides m the hears of everyone who calls Him Savior
today. If you know beyond 3 doubt that von are born arain by Grace and throngh
Faith in Jesus alome you have nmnch more than gifts. dinners, parties, or personal
desires to cling to, yon kave the Eing of Kings and the Lord of Lords as your
savior. Do you worship Him, serve Him, adore Him and most of all Love Him as
He deserves? If we love Him the way we should the typical issues with family,
friends, work or the mamy other siresses we seem o hear so omch about dunng
the season will be insignificant. I wanf to encourage you, Keep Jesns First and
everything else will find its proper place!

Merry Chnstmas and until next fime, Aay God keep yon Firmby in His Grip!
Tarry Choek 15 Paztor of Cahvary Bapiist Church in Marion.

For unie iz a child is borm, nmie us a son iy given: and the government shall
be upon his shonlder: and his mame shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

HELP WANTED

Contract RN Position Available.
Wonderful opportunity for RN looking

for second income. Paid by visit, flexible
hours, minimal paper work.
Call §25-765-4343 ar come by the office for
motre information.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence In Personalized Care
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Lana’s Lines

Gift Opening Time
Bv Lana Ellis
Temmesses

For several years, [ played a game with our grandchil-
dren on Christmas Eve. I wrapped several gifts with no
nametaps aached and placed them in a pile on the Soor.
They took tums choosing & gift and opening it. Bven if
the gifts they chose were obvioushy not for them they
kept them until all were opened  The object is to see who
can randoonly choose the most gifts that were purchased
orizinally for thern. What makes pur 2ift opewines so much
fum s the fact that there are three females ranging from five to sixtesn years old
and one mals who is a tall lanky twenty-year-old college stadent! In most cases,
the gifts they choose are obviously not for them becanse of make and femasle prefer-
ences and in oo way does “one size fit all”. At the end of the game I dismbuted the
gifis to the child I had in mind when I made the purchases.

As hard as we try to choose a perfect gift for others, we will never ontdo God
who is the Ulnmate Gift Giver, He has offered the most precions, one of a kind
gifi tous. Ii's the gift of salvation and the forgiveness of sins and it cost the life of
His Som, Jesus. If we had no other gift that woald be over and abhove all we need,
bt Fod has other zifis for those of ns who have trusted Jesus as Savior. They are
perfectly fitted “Spirimal Gifts™ made aspecially for each believer. Offen with
Zood intentions, some atterpts are made to fill woids in areas of service witheat
having the proper gific and that results in frmstration and confusion. Like the pile of
o1y grandchildren’s gific “one size does not fit all” when it comes to spirimal gifts.

Thera's a big difference in our gift giving and God's. We give gifis o others
for thedr use. God zives gifts to us bt they are not for us! They are meant o be
nsed fior the benefit of others. As each ane has received a special ggft, empioy it
sarving one another, (1 Peter 4:10 HASW) Also, spiritaal gifts were never meant
io pat the spot lizht on us but rather on Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12:7 we're told
that spirimzal zifis are the manifestation of the Spirt. The word “manifestatnon”
mesns to make visible In other words when spiritual gifts are nsed properhy they
are making Jesus Christ wisible to others throngh ws. Think about that  Crthers can
aciually see Jesus throngh ws!

Do you know your gift? Are you willing to let (God nse it in His service? Are
you making Christ “visible™ to those around you? Hopefully all of us can ansawer
“yeg”. If you answered “no” you have a perfectly fitted zift in God’s “pile of
gifis.” Ask Him to reveal foyoun the one that has your name oo it. Then “open™
that special present and begin wsing it 35 the Ulimate Gift Giver infended. In so
daing others will see JTesus i you and your lecal “Body of Christ™ will be healthier.

(The zifis are listed in Fomans 12, 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. Please
fake fme to make these an object of study.)

Lana Ellis rezides in Kingzport TN, nexs door fo prandchildren. Church iz Wast

CAS Jutmﬁi?:i:t.urn *
PRECISION ALIGNMENT

1450 Rutherford Road
Marion, MC 28752

(828) 652-ALIGN

Mitchell
Mountaineers

Jesus Is The Reason
Jewelry

For The Season...

DELLINGER'S

Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

——

228 Lotus! Averiis + Sprice Fing, NG 20777

Mon-Sal 5 3@ Jlpm ¢ [S28)0 00104

From careers to enhanced skills, MCC offers a
variety of options.

Registration for the Spring curriculum semester is
now open. Classes begin January 6.
Mini-semester options available.

Continuing Education classes have o
registration dependent on closs start ufes

Excellence. Opportunity. 828.766.1234 - www.mayland.edu

Christian Adoption Services has been
building God's kingdom by connecting vulnerable
children with Christian families for over 37 years.
CAS' Domestic and International programs have

placed over 2000 children in forever families!
Christian Adoption Services provides:
* Pre- and post-natal counseling for birth parents
= Annual birth mother retreats

» Training and support for adoptive couples
* Fun events to connect CAS families

CONTACT USs:

:I 828-610-8005 (available 24/7)
& www.christianadopt.org
: = cas(@christianadopt.org

\ Chns’rlun Adoption Services
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\
%0‘ FREE Assistance

® Update Your Application for 2017 Insurance
Coverage Through The Marketplace And Enroll.

® Enroll In A New Plan.

Enroll In Insurance For The First Time.

Ask Questions And Learn About Your Options.

®

Get Help Applying for Medicaid and CHIP.
Find Out About Your Medicare Options.

Insurance Open Enrollment: 11/1/2016-01/31/2017
Medicare Open Enrollment: 10/15/2016-12/07/2016

828-678-0531

Bakersville Community Health Center

In parmership wirch

HOSPICE
X

Rutherford

Camp Erin™ of the Carolinas is a camp for kids and teens,
ages § fo 17, who have experenced the death of someone close
to them. Facilitated by professional staff from Hospice of Ruther
ford Couwnty and trained volunieers, Camp Erin is offered free of
charge to kids and teens throwghout the Carclinas.

At Camp Enin, kids have an opportunity fo be around other
kids who have experenced similar losses. They participate in
typical camp acfivities (arts, crafts, fisld games, and more), as
well as acfivities designed to help them understand and process
their grief.

This year's Camp Erin of the Carolinas will be held from Fri-
day, Movember 13th through Sunday, Movember 15th at South
Mountain Christian Camgp in Bostic, NC. For more information,
please contact Cy Miller at (B28)245-0085 or cymillenf@hospi-
ceofrutherford.ong

The Meyer Faundnbiam and
Haspiea of RuEhenond Ceanty

A Gt Support Camp for Kide & Trans

Please note that space is limited, and campers are
accepied on a first-come, first-serve basis. Preference
iz given to campers who have not attended Camp Erin

before.
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“You Are With Me™
By Shawm Thoomss
Burke County

“Evan though walk through the valley gf the shadow qf
aeath, Jwill fear no ovil, for You are with me. Your rod and
Four soqff, they comgfbrt me ™ (Psalm 23:4)

Those words, ““YOU are with me" are everything to the
follower of the Lord. The word “YOLU™ is emphasized in
Hebrew (“amah™ is an emphatic ““Y0T™) It reassures the
Lord’s sheep that if we know that God is with us, we can face
smything — even dexsth’s shadow:

The st important thing in a1 the world is to have the presence of God with
vou, to know that He iz “with ws ™ Becanse there®s nothing we can't face if He is
with ms.

Moses knew this. Thar's why in Exodns 33:15, after God told Moses to ke the
pecple to the Promised Land by himself nat that He would not go with them, Mo
ses said, " Tour presence does mof go with vz, do mot Tead w5 up from here. ™ He
knew that the OFNE thing they could not do withowt was the presence of God.

Wheo cared if there was a river to cooss, if God was with them — He'd just split
ir!

What did it marter if thers were giants m the Lind — if God was with them He'd
slay them!

5o what if there were cities with walls so thick you could drive chariots on top
of them — if God was with them He could make them all just fuomble deam!
Moses knewy that the most important thing; the onby thing that really matters. is that
God was with therm.

In the Book of Daniel, they threw Hananish Wishael & Azariah into the fery
furnace. and they saw a 4th man with them like 3 Son of God. Those 3 men could
g0 through ANY THIMNG: even 3 fiery fumace, if the Lord was with them.

That's why it is my constant prayer for our chuoch, that GOD WILL BE WITH
TS, It doesn’t matter who the preacher is, or what songs we sing, or how the pro-
Eram is orgamized, or whatever projects we oy to do — the only thing that really
maters is thar GOD IS WITH US. If HE is with us, then none of that maners; He
can bless and use amything. And if He is NOT with us — then Likewise it doesn't
matier what we do; because nothing will work if His presence is not here. So. my
praver for our charch has been Poalm §7: “God be gracious fo ws, and Bless us,
and comze HIS FACE TO SHINE UPON US. © The thing we nesd maore than amy-
thing else is for God o be with us.

&t us, if we know that God is with uws. This s why it's so significant that in Matthew

1 Fesus is called “Tmmamuel " — “God with wr "' If you know Jesus as your Saviar,
then (nod realty IS “with you™; He is IN yon through His Holy Spinit; He is with
you o the end of the age; He will never leave you nor forsake yon And just like
Diavid says here, there is NOTHIMNG yvon can’t face — not even “the valley of the
shadow af death "' — when yvou know that HE is “with me.”

Shoem Thomas is Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Baptist Church in Marganton.
His messazes and devetionals are available af www. shawnerhomas_ com
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General | gntistrﬂr for the Family

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Filed ForYou

Monday - Thursday 8-5
Friday 8-2

@28 4312y STEETE-HG,

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

wwrw brenews. com

December 2016 - Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page 24



Horizon Church
It E}nthak&E A Ep-:rlt. e

By Mike Siroud
Burke County

I am reminded of the old youth zroup song we would
sing &t camp; it onby takes 3 spark, to Zet a fire poing then
soon all those around can warm up in its glowing That's
how it i= with God's lowe, oncs you have experienced it,
it’s frech like spring, wou want to sing yon want to pass it
oo I'm singing in my bead to that tune right now. With all
the wildfires we are experiencing now, our prayers are for
the firefighters, home camers and for the Lord fo please send rain. We are so used
o seeing the west coast on fire, it is nonsnal that we are dealing with this. Itis
crazy to see all the smoke nising up and bow it has affected everyone near and far
Cmce a fire gets going, it is hard to stop.

I pray that is what happens tous as Christians and the Church, We catch on
fire and are imstoppsble. How can good news and lowe not spread” 1 desire tme
paszion in people’s lives, full of miraclss and testimomies of God™s goodness and
grace. Our conntry is still divided in 3o many ways. We have lnmbled ourzelves

- a5 the church and prayed
ihat God would hesl the
land. I believe that is
taking place right now
all across America Tt
is the responsibility of
ithe church to fse up
and caich fire. To reach
# lost and dying world
that is looking for hope
and answers. We have
the niysteries of the
Eingdom of God revealsd to ws. Christ is the anower, The Way, The Tmrth, and
The Light of all men_ I balieve it is our morment for our generation to catch fire, to

not grow weary in well doing, to stay the course and win this world for Christ It buy any chair and get one of equal or lesser value Tor free!
starts with us having the fruit of the Spirit.  Love, kindness, gentlenecs, longanf- LIMITED TlMEl
fering, and patience with all these we come in contact with. We are the light of u
the world, a fire, 3 blaze of His Glory revealed through our testimony. Catch fire
today and be umstoppable for the commission Christ zave us is to go into all the 0"-')
World and preach the Gospel. Like my old wrestling coach would say. .. How,
yvou are cooking with Gas.™

- - - — FURMITURE ¥ COMPANY
Mike Sroud i5 a pastor ar Horizon Church in Morganton, Music Director at wina! 774 OAL AVENLUE » SPRUCT PINE, RONTH CARDLBRWA 2HTIT
AmazimgGraceRadio.com, and owns Froud Bruilding Supply in Morganton. FIONE §a0) Tos-0ea? « PAX (M2l 7083558
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e ——————
~ Forover 33 years, we have
provided a “Higher Standard
of Care” for our patients in
their homes and all area

tacilities: a care built on

the principles of comfort, é/ o
dignity, choice and control. At [ i?df-ﬂ{'-'r

As a stand-alone not-for-
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winning care for chronical-
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828.682.9675 hospiceofyancey.org

856 Georges Fork Rd. Burnsville, NC
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.Holidaijdfﬂpnﬂ-

Each year we look forward to cerfain family tradifions, like baking Granny's
gingerbread cookies or watching It's a Wonderful Life with the kids. Buf some-
fmes all those fim madidons can get overwhelming.

That's why we're giving you permission to choose what vou want to do this
year. [snore the pressure to people-plesse. and instead pick the tradifions that
don't stress youw ouaf.

It's wour holiday, after all. And it's goingz to be awesoome 35 long as you're with
the people yon love — no miatter how you celebrate. The key to deciding what
stays and what goes is to ask yourself Do I aciually want o do this? Can I acm-
ally afford this?, and Dio I really have time for this?

Here are eight holiday madittons o get you stared:

1. Annual Christmas Bash

Some people love hosting Christmas parties. Cooking for 507 Mo problem! But
if you’d rather not spend two precious weeks in December planning and prepping
for your anmeal Christmas open honse, then don’t. Forget the chesse ball, sherhet
punch, and mini gherkins, and just get together with a few close pals af a local
restanrant. Split the check and enjoy a simple. stress-free evening with vour near-
est and dearest.

Or, if vom love throwing parties bt hate the cost, invite less peopls. Make it
a pothuck, or ask someone else to co-host and share the respomsibility. It's your
party — do what you want!

2. Competifive Lights Display

Drom't ket your Christmas-crazy neighbors gnilt vou info a lights display wortg
of Rockefeller Center If vour famdly enjoys looking at lights pack a thermos of
hot chocolate and drve around town to adodre the best of the over-the-top yards.
It's free, and vou don’t have fo freeze your tail off!

If vou prefer decking out your howse with lights but don’t have the mne, start
early and stop when vour enetgy does. MMake sure you're decorating your honse
becanse you like it. not becanse you're ryimg to match the neishborhond. Your
e and money matter more than boo mamy cars drive by
3. Elf on the Shelf

This one is 3 hot-button issne. So, we won't get into the pros and cons. We'll
Just say this: If vou're pro-Elf, make it easier on yourself by not getting too elabo-
rate. Sparkles doesn’t need to build a Fube Goldberg machine in the middle of the
night. Eesp it siniple and keep it fon. And if vou're over Buddy, just tell your kids
he went back to the North Pole this year — for good. They'll be fine, we promise.
4. The Shopping Frenry

We like a deal as much as the next person, bt if you're shoppmg “for sport,”
fake 3 time-put It's okay fo get & mush from the shopping season — buying stuff
should be fun' But don't ler the pressure to spend destroy vour budget.

Take contrel of vour money by creatimg 3 Chrisonaes-specific money plan and 3
detziled mift list. And stop shopping when your list is completa! If yvou have exira

enersy to burm, try 2 famdly game of flag foothall It's much less dangerous than
the mall {well, maybe).
&. Family Portrait Christmas Cards

Photo cards are a sweet tradition, at they aren't 2 nmst. It's okay if you didnt
have time or money to schedule a photographer, ay matching red-and-white oat-
fits, and order handreds of glossy prints this year Cards are a meaningful gesture,
bat don’t make them more difficult or more expensive than they have to be. You
can shill hawve a grest tradition by Lmiting your card list and heving the kids help
vou craft some soreet letters with stickers and glitter — o fum is that?

6. Price-Inflated Plane Tickeis

Instead of heading hoone for the holidays, why not visit your family in Tama-
ary or Febmary when the prices have come doem? You could even start 3 new
raditdon, like meeting your folks in a fun city between your two towns. Imagme
& calm, post-kolidsy vacation for half the price and half the crowd. Mow that's
peace on eanth.

Or if you're locking forward to being with your parents aod siblings over
Christmas but need o save money, zrab your tickets and skip the bulky presents.
You'll save on bagzage fees and the stress of making sure your stuff doesn't get
cmshed. Make it easy with gift cards, or going up 3 day early and having 3 fum
shoppingz day with a family memwber you rarely get to see.

7. A (Sort of) Freshly Cut Tree

Chrisfras trees are a mnst in most households, bt if you dread the drama of
picking the perfect, overpriced specimen from vour lecal Boy Scowuts, try some-
thing else. Az in use the garage-sale special from your attic. (You Enow it's in
there.} Or buy one st your local bobbey store with 2 coupon. A free Is just a base
amyway. It's how you decorate it (znd who you decorcate it with) that connts.

8. Swanky Gift Wrap

For some, it's fun to see bow Pinterest-worthy vou can wrap your presents. But
it can take some prety peomies fo buy all those handcrafred bows, spray-painted
twizs and zold leaf paper bags that will be washed on Christnas morming.
Why not cover your presents in newspaper (which yvon can dye for a cool effect)
or bnicher paper instead? Then have vour kids decorate the paper with stickers,
stamps and crayvon creations. Trim it with some bulk twine and yoo're done!
Eeep This in AMind

As you udget for the bolidays, don’t break the bank in the name of wadition.
Diecide which customs are important to you and then see how they fit into your
owverall budget.

If amyone asks why you're not doing something this year, simply explain yon
want 1o spend more nme with them and less dme doing smff for themn. We have a
feeling they' Il understand and love you more for k!
—Tzad with permission from daveramsey com

Jesus is the Reason for the Season!
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The Rotary —Spruce Pine

District Judge Egaers-Gryder

By Doug Suddruth
Afiichell Conuniy

The Hon Rebecca Egpers-Gryder, Dismict fudge
of Morth Carolina's 24th Tudicial Disirict, was guest
speaker Mov. 3 at the weekly mesting of the Fotary
Club of Spruce Pine. Egzers-Gryder spoke abont the
Sith aomiversary of the unification of Morth Carolina’s
courts, which was a decision that created the district
couxt system. “There were 256§ small courts actoss Morth
Carplina with wildhy varying districts.” che sxid about the systems hefore umifics-
fion. “Those courts handled everything from speeding tckeats to child onstody
issues.” The district court system now kandles around 80 percent of cases in Morth

= T Caroling Calling

herself 3 “country
Lawnyver with hore-
spum wisdom,™
Eggers-Gryder
was appointed to
the position of
Tudge of the 24th
District by Gow
Pat MoCrory in
i Jamnary of 2015
| tofill the seat

wvacated by Jndze

il

1 1
Judpe Rebecca Egears-Gryder receiving a locally handmade “PPOIIMEnt to
Rotary mug from President dlex Glover Supeeme Cont
“I grew up hearing about Law,™ she said. “T drafied ooy first confract when I was
2 wears old I had a srong sense of justice and what I wanted w do with my life
early on. I wanted to help people and I wanted to serve with 8 servant’s heart Tt
was only natural that I wonld go to law school and then come back to noy com-
nnnity to practice law with my father and brother in the finn of Exgers, Eggers
and Ezzers.” Egmers-{Gryder is the bass player and lead vocalist for bluesrass
band Amantha Bill aod led Fotary Club members in a rendifion of ““Yon Are My
Sumshine™ before concluding ber speech The Fotary Clhub of Spmce Pine would
like to congramlate Bebecca Egzars-{Gryder on ber election win

Doup Sudduth iz the Public Relations (fficer for the Spruce Pine Rotary Club.

American Quality

Dave Says
Diear Diave,

TI'vebeen ot of collepe fior 3 foor vears, mid T have no debe. I'd like to start imvesting: so
I'm thinkinz gbos uyng & mples, Tving in one of te aperments, and eoings e oter oo,
Should T get an interest-only loan for tis™Chad

Diear Chiad,

Never, ever sat an neerest-patby loan I von can't make thic ides happes on 3 15-year,
fixed-rate morizage that takes no more than 25 percent of Yoo tke-home pay, then youcan't
afford this project.

Think ghanst this too. If you tnny 8 complex and Ive on the property, wou'l have o set doan
have aocess to you 24 hours a dey, and some of them will abuse the privilege. Then again,
o'l hawe that kind of access to them as well Mot exxactly abad thine when you have people
living in 3 complex you owm
Here's an opton. What if you just boaght a nice, imensgpencsive single fmily home: for youm-
self? Yo wonbdn't heve the cash foar, g yom will have the sppreciaton and a better chanee
of reselling down the road  Phes, if you want to imest forther, thene are alweys nmansl fmds.

Flipa) pstwie plans work ot joss ks you want e o ondy about heif the toe. Don't dis-

Deear Diave,

Thave tov make a fmr-day bosmess, trip o Haaei soon and my wife would like to go
slonp Tt's ckay with oy boss, ac bone as we pay herway, and T wnould Love to have her aloss.
Trwll ocest oot 51,500 fior her to join me, snd T make a litie over $100,000 a year We'se
also debi-free. except for o bome, and we're working hard o pay that off as soom as pos-
sifole. What do yom think ™ Miichss]

Diear Bfichasl

I Twvere inyour stuaton, and I told moy wife [ didn't tnink i was 3 good ides or we
couldn't afford &, there’s 8 good chance I'd be sleeping oo the cowch for 3 meath. Teke your
lady with wou!

Yo goys heve a six-fpare income, and you've got o defrt but your home. So, 3 fne-day
i o Hawsaii for 515007 Yeah I'm defmdely dioine that It sounds to me e you o have
done a great job with your money, That being the case, you deserve a lftle fim — like a trp
fior v i Hmwadi for 51,500, Even if von keve i work, you'll s6ll have bots of time together,
#mi she'll be able to nelao: on the beach swim and sightees wihile you'ne mking care of tusi-
DESs.

Have s preat tme, you two'— Dave

Dave Ramsay is America 5 trusted voice on monay and husinmess, and CEQ af
Ramsay Solumons. He has authored reven best-selling boolks, including The Towal
Mongy Makeover: The Dave Ramsey Show iz heard by more than 12 mallion lissen-
ars each weaek on 575 radio stafions and mulfiple dierital plapfbems. Follow Dave
on the web af daveramsey.com and on Twitter af ([@DaveRamsey.

N
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Crosmmore Chriztmas Bonfire—Come celebrate the season singing carols with hot
cider and cookies bosted by the Crossnore Conumumity Enhancement and Towm
Council. Friday December 9 from 6:30 - 8200 Bonfire is meant for evervone

hosted by our small commnnaty for the greater hizh couniry area!

Burle County

Burke Comnty Chamber of Commerce Morzanton-

Food Lion 1= joining forces with Feeding America and Cwur locs] food hank
agencies for the Food Lion Fesds
2016 Holidays Without Hunger’ Campaizn
The 2014 Holidsys Withowut Hunger' Campaizn will be
Wednesday, Mov. 16 through Teesday, Dec. 20, 20146.

We will donate Holiday Food Boxes to our local apency which 1s Burke United
purchased by our custommers will be donated to BUCH as well

O zoal is fo sell 280,000 "Holidays Without Hunger' Boxes to provide 3
million meals snd $250,000 throwgh cash donstions or 2.75 million meals in our
Food Lion Stores operating area. With the local Burke County Food Lion Stores.
conmbuting around 17 (K620, 000 of those Mesls during this 3016 Holiday
Sesson.

The Casting for Hope team is super excited to officially announce our kead-
liming band for the 4th Annnal Casting for Hope Winter Music Fest st ColIRA
Presented by Jolm Greene Chrysler Dodge Jeep Fam Morganton MC for Decem-
ber 17, 20146!

Mipso is coming back to Morganton for their fourth snomal performance at
the 4th Ammaal Casting for Hope Winter Music Fest at CobIMMA—and we can't
walt—and we know you can't either
Here’s the full line up of enfertamment for Diecember 17:
12:00-1-00- Mfichasla Pittman and Frends
1:15-2:15: Sweset Revenga
2:30-3:30- Bob Sinclair and The Biz Dieals
345-5.00 Carolina Blue
T00-10-0: Jon Stckley of Jon Stickley Tro snd Travis Book of the The Infa-
mions Smingdusters will be opening the Mainstaze event before Casting for Hope's
favorite band, Mipso, takes the stsge to end what is sure to be a great day of music
and fimdraising for & canse near to the beart of Morganton.

We have a dwindling monber of VIP and Deluxe tickets left. Contact Jobhn or
Tayior today to claim any remaining ones a5 they are going fast—just as a remind-
er, VIF tickets grant the bearers dinner at First Baptist Church-Morganton &t 5:30
(if you've been to this before, you know what a great meal this is every vear),
enfry to the after party, serviced by Countryside Barbegue, Appalachizn Mountsin
Brewery and Cidery and Brown Monntain Bottleworks for free food and drimks
after the show, and a1l day mosic; Deluwe tickets prant the bearer all day nnsic
andeuir_vmﬂmaﬂuparr_l.r serviced by Countryside Barbegue, Appalachian
M ommtain Brewery and Cidery and Brown Mountzin Bottleworks for free food
and drinks.

Music only tickets can be purchased from City of Morganton Municipal Andi-
formnm af www commnacnkine ofg.

We can't wailt to spend this swesome day with you! Be sure to get m touch wath
us if you have any questions via e-mail at jobnd@icastingforhope org and taylond
castingforhope.org!

Chriztian Business Men's Conpection (Morganton) - We are a movement of
Men to Experience the Power of One (God, the Value of One Man and the Lever-
z2ge of One Team, resulting in the Spirimzl Beproduction amonz Businessmen.
Please join ns for hmch at one of our weekly Bible smdy meetings: Toesday,

12:00 poon at the Connmumity House, Morganton. Contact: Wayne Giese, B28-
413-5819.

Alorranion Seventh-day Advenfisi-Borke Connty

Dirive-Thm Mativity - December 17th., at 5:00 p.m. Hop in the car, bring your
famity and friends and enjoy this bve, free event! The Dinive-Thr Bativity will
take place at Silver Creek Adventist School, 2195 JTamestown Foad, Morganion,
H.C. ZBE55.

Matoral Remedies Demonstration by Lee Wellard - December 4th | from.

2200 pom., unil 5:00 pom. This event is free and will take place at the Morganton
Seventh-day Adventist Church Gymnasivm, 2187 Famestoam Foad, Morganton,
MW.C. 2E655. For more information, plesse confact Cindy Mercer at 370-510-2048.

Arape Meal and Commpnion - December 31st., st 5200 pm. Start the Mew Year
off rizht with this special service. Enjoy a besutiful meal and fellowship, followed
by candlelight conmmumion service. All are welcome! This event is free and will
take place at the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Charch, 2187 Jamestown,
Foad Morgsmton, M.C. 28655,

Elueerass af the Rockc
Blue Chrizmmas Alzheimer's Bepefit Concert

December 17, 2016

Fleazant View Baptist Church, Morganten, NC, a theologically conservative
SBC charch, is seeking a pastor who is 3 dedicated teacher, counsalor, proactive

leader, commmitted to comonuaty cutreach. Prefer a graduate of seminary or simi-
lar college with some 3 Send resume to PVBC-SEARCH TEAM, 1834
US 70 E, Morgamton, WC 28655

Arlvw Internafional Hickory Lishihowse -Hickory Lighthonse meetings are the
zecond Sztorday of each month

Yaldese, BT — November 14, 2016 — The 01d Fock School will once azzin be
MWMEMEMWEMMMNWH Citizens
are imvited to sponsor & candle in the wondow of the bonilding to honor a loved
one. Last year the windows of the old schoolbouse bomed bright with candles in
memaery of family, friends or classmates, and this year the radition will confinne.
“We had a grest response last year,” states Mornssa Angi Dhirector of Comonity
Affairs and Tourism for the Town of Valdese “People loved the idea of doving by
the O1d Fueck School during the holiday season snd knowing that the candles in
the windows were shining for their loved ones. We hope to continne this raditon
smmally™ Candles may be sponsored for 5500 each and participants may pay by
check, cash or credit card. The candles will shine through the end of the year and
honoreess will be mentioned ow the Town of Valdese Facebook page. For more
informanon, czll the Valdsse Compmmity Affsirs office st 823-879-2120.

McDowell Connty

Clinchfield Baptizt Church (AMarion) — We are accepting resumes for Mmister
of Music. Cuament worship style is blended nsing both traditional hymns, choral,
and contemporary arrangements with soloist and choir. The positon is 3 paid part-
ome position and involves organizing and leading the charch’s music minisines
both adult and children. Baptist back gronnd preferred. Send resumes with refer-
ences o Clnchfieldbaptistchurchimfrontier com or to address 1150 East Court
Strest, Maron MC 28752 Atm: Personne] Conmmittes.

Grace Commupity Church - 53182 US 70 W Marion
Chrismas Eve Candlelight Service - Saturday, December 24th (g Spm
Chrismmas Candlelight Service- Sunday, December 25th @@ 11am

New HOFE of McDowell (Marion) - New HOPE of McDowell is seeking a full-
time Associate Director - Shelter Manger New HOPE of McDowell is a non-prof-

it domestic violence and sexunal assanlt agency located in McDowell Couty, MC.
This position includes benefits such as employee health msurance and paid vacs-
ton, personal, and zick tme. The primary purpoese of this position is to provide
direct client services and advocacy to victims of domestic viclence and sexal
mzsanlt and their children a= well assisting with camying out the strategic goals
md ohjectives of fthe organization, providing direct leadership and supervizion o
2l Client Services Advocstes. and operating nnder the direcfion and expectations
of the Executive Director'Court Advocate snd Board of Directors.

Mitchell Connty

Bear Creek Baptist Church-Ledeer

Wiomen's Praver Breakfast at Helen's Restmurant on Friday December 2 20016 at
Helen 8:00mm. Ordening from mepn. All women are invited.

Bear Creek Baptist Church Famdly would like to invite youw and your family o
join ns 85 we celebrate the reason for the season—-—Jesus.

Dipcember 4, §:00 pm Adunlt Chrisimas Cantata Diecember 11, §pm Chrnisimas
Music Concert-—-Pefreshmeants i Drecember 18, 6:0 Children’s
Chrisfreas Proeram followed by Vouth Christmas Program Befreshoments fiollomw-
ing Decemmber 25, 10:00 am Christmas Candlelizht Sermvice  For more info
comtact Linda Dhancan at 828-§88-4331 or BEev. Broce Camnon xt 910-876-2100.

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Fine

Calvary Chapel Charch in Asheville is sponsoring a home fellowship and Bible
Study in Sproce Pine. The fellowship is beld on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm st
7% Sean Dir. (Estatoe arex—oif Brushy Creek Bd). We are smdying the Gospel of
Jobn corrently. Call Fobn JTackson T6-T793-3799 for information and directions.
And bring your Bible

First Baptist Church Spruce Pine
First Baptist Church of Spruce Pine is sseking 5 part-time childeare provider for
their toddler nursery. The position will require spproximately eight honrs per
week consisting of 4.5 hours on Sunday moming, 1.5 hours oo Sundsy nights,
znd 2 howurs oo Wednesdsy nights plus other bours during special events as
needed. The position will require a spini-filled canng and responsible childcare
provider who will focus on providing a safe environment for toddlers. Chualifica-
tioms inclnde experience m caring for young children and the physical ability to
meet their active needs; 2-3 peferences; and willingness to submit to & background
check. CPR is required and First Aid is recommended and can be completed once
employsd The hourly pay 15 $15-320 per hour and is negofiable based on expers-
Applicants should contact First Bapsist Church 125 Tappan Street, Spruce Pins,
HWC 28777. Phone # 828-765-0411 Ext 301.

NC Bapfizt Men & Women Assivting Firefighters: Our local Baptist Men and
wiomnen have been called to assist m sening the MC Forest Service Firefighters at
the Mountain Traiming Facility in Crossnore, MC for approx_.. 14 days. If yon are
shle to serve, call Dale Doncan 828-T68-E282 or Angie 328-467-1091. We will be
be done in 3 shifis, FIRST SHIFT: 5:30em-10:00am, SECOND SHIFT: 10:00xm
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Bits 'n Pieces

— 5-:00pm, THIRD SHIFT: 5:00pm — 10:00pm.

eration Christmas Child: A total of 2, 180 shoeboxes were collected this
year during our ammazl relay drive. We will be maveling to Boone on Wednesday
December 14th and Thursday, December 15th to work af the processing center. If
you're interested in joining them please see Fodzer or Wancy Hinshaw,

Hiztoric Conrthonze (Bakersyille)
The Historical Society will be co-sponsoring & Christoeas Tour of Homes. Please
We now have our Christmas ormsments for sale in our office at the Historic
Courthpuse.
Ewery yvear since 2012, the Mitchell Coumty Historical Society chooses an
historical site in Bibchell Connty to be commemorated on these lovely omaments.
Char 2016 omament honors the Old Kona Baprst Charch.

MAhtchell Baptist Association-Sproce Pine
Mitchell Baptist Association is sponsoring a collection of things fo be sent fo
those affected by the Hurmcans.

Spruce Pine Farmer's Markef XMoves Indoors!

This week is our first indoor market of the sezson on Szturday MNovember 19t
W will hawve baked goods, fresh eggs, pork, zrass fed beef, and more. The market
iz inside the Pizza Shop and Doy County Brewing Company from 12-4pm. Our
next market is only & few weeks away on Saturdsy December 3rd with more
bolidsy goodies for the season. The indoor markets will be once & menth the 15t
Satorday of the month from December through Aprl Come shop local with us.

Sproce Pine Mam Sireet-Spruce Pine
The Ginperbread House display will be November 25th-Diecembar 31st af the
Wisttors Center

Smdio Tour will be Decamber 4th-&th in Mitchell and Yancey Counntias

IEAC Holiday Studio Tour Coming!

The tour tzkes place December 2-4. Pammcipating smdios and zzalleries will be
open from 10 to S5pm each day. The Toe Biver Arts Coumcil hosts 3 reception the
evening of the first tonr day, December 2 from 5:-30 to 7:30 at their Spmce Pine
Gallery (269 Oak Asrenus].

Each day determimed wisitors travel the hizhways and back roads m search of
itheat perfect piece of art and the creamve arist belind. This is the second of o
open Stadio Tours sponsored by the Toe Biver Arts Council this year And it has
been happenimg for over two decades in the beanfifiul Toe River Valley.

Holiday Evenis af Trinity Church!
ﬁnsunasEvearT:mﬂ.?Eh:rch Saturday, December 24, 20016, 5:00pm, will
begin with a pre-service concert of nnasic for thres ladies followed by a Solemn
Eucharist.

Chrstmas Day will be Christmas Lessons and Carols with Eucharist at
10:30am. Join us in singing all of your favorie Christmas carols.

Trimdty Chmrch is located in the English Wioods neighborhood of Spruce Pine at
15 Hemlock Aore.

Tipion Hill Community Foundatisn (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast the first
Saturday each month 7-30 — 10-30 am_ st the old Methodist Church, across from

Jerry's Store. Comes join us for homemade sausage scrambled epps sravy, jellies,
Juice and coffee. Eat in or take-ont, all funds suppart the Tipton Hill Cormmmanity

Foundation.

Yancey Conmty

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine

Cslwvary Chapel Church in Asheville is sponsonng a boane fellowship and Bible
Stady in Spruce Pine. The fellowship is beld on Thursday evenmings at 7:00pm at
79 Seam Dir (Estatoe ares—off Brushy Creek Bd). We are smdying the Gospel of
Jobn onrrently. Call Jobn Jackson T60-793-3799 for mformation and directions.
And bring your Bible.

Hizzins Memorial Upited Aethodist Church

Bible Smdy Fellowship (B5F) Men's Class mesting i Bumsvills ammounces
that its new siudy year will begin September 13th at §55 pm and the class is bea-
ing hosted by Hizgins Methodist— 101 M. Main Street, Bumsville This year's
study will focus on the Gospel of John

Bible Smdy Fellowship (B5F) is an infernational and interdenominational Bible
class for men of all ages, denominations, geographic locations and backgnonnds
— all men living in Western Mogth Caroling are encouraged o join the sady. The
group, for beginner or advanced Bible students, will meet from 6:55 to 8235 pm
each Tnesday ewening through May — jnst show up soy Tuesdsy evening bagin-
ning September 13th to join the sroup and the sdy.

For more local imformation call Mike Lawrence — 904-254-6303 (jamesmi-
chasllawrencemzmail com) or Harvey Schestag — 328-284-0707 (harveysche-
stagiaigmail. com) or go to www bsfintermationsl.org for comprehensive mforma-
ton about BSE.

Laurel Brapnch Baptist Church (Burnsville) — Seeking bi-vocational pastor,
please email resume o foreecappsi@frontier.com.

TERAC
Its annuesl mesting time 3t TRAC—20 years of connecting our commuonity with
the sris. It starts at 5:30pm on Wednesday, December 14 at the Arts Resource
Center above the Spruce Pine Gallery. It's a pothuck repast (We'll provide the
paper goods and beverages) followed by 2 shom meeting to talk owver the year's
happenings and infrodace the new members of the Board of Directors. It will be
fim and it will be flling, friendly, and fostve. Any questions, call the Bumsville
office, 828 682 7215,
HOLIDAY S5TUDIO TOUR

AND, obh my goodness. I's almost tme for the Holiday Smdio Tour festuring
spme of the best arfists in the nation and the best settimg for 2 joumey to the ants.
Diecember 2-4/ Friday-Sunday
10am to Spm
with an open-fo-the-public-please-come reception
Diecember 2/Friday
530 to 7:30pm

West Burasville Baptist Church
Sicteenth Annusl West Bumsville Baptist Church Christmas Pageant Jesus - His
Story

We invite you 1o begin your Chrisimas season this wear with a celebration of the
life of Choist throngh drama snd nmsic at West Bumsville Baptist Churcl. Thrall
o the proclamation of the sngels that Tesus is borm. MMarvel at iz numistry as the
blind see and the lame walk. Mowmn with Mary and hiz disciples as Jesus is cmci-
fied and rejoice with them sz they dizcover that He 15 alive! His story does not end
there bt prociaimes the promgse of life everlasting inour heavenky home.
The Pageant opens oo Wednesday, Wovember 30 at 7 PM, confimies Thurs-
day, December 1 and Samrdsy, December 3 2t 7 PM and conchades on Sunday,
Drecember 4 at 3 PAL West Bumsville Baptist Chiarch is located ope mile west of
Bumnsville town square, just off TS 19E on West Barnswille Church Foad. Seating
is available forty-five mimites before the performance.

Peservations for groups of six or more may be made by calling 828-675-4720
or 828-682-3000. While there is no admiszion charge,

vour love offening is gratefilly accepied.

Yapcey County Meals on Wheels (Burnsylle) — Volunteers needed to deliver
meals to Vancey County shut-ins, any wesekday, 10:30 am - noon. If you would
like to volantesr, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-8011.

Aaviand Commumity Collese
Small Business Center- Allen Cook, Director, E-Mail: tcook/@mayland adn
Address; 200 Mayland Lo, Sprace Pime, WC 28777, Telephone Mumber: 828-766-
1295 To register for free classes, call Alan Cook at B25-766-1295 or email tocokis
mayland edn

Free online webimnar; Tax Tips for vour Mew Business: This webinar covers the
major tax issnes faced by vour small busimess. Topics discussed include salecting
2 business stmacture, mmderstanding buasiness tawes, IRS recordkesping requirs-
ments, and [R5 help available to you. Call 828-768-1238, if you wonld like a
copy of the accompanying power point fo this webinar or wounld like to schedale
fres confidential business counseling. Fegister omnline: bitps:/famnw noshe nat!
workshop aspexTekey=3103601461

Free online webmar: Avoiding the Biggest Tax Mistakes in your Small Busi-
pass. Leam on your scheduls st your convenience with this online class: Leam
shout tax benefits svailable and how best to avoid common mistakes small bosi-
ness owners may make. Topics inclede conunon guestions to small business own-
ers: best practices, record keeping tps. mileage'personaltmsiness use of velucle,
IES requirements for hirng new employvess, home office requirements. Begister
for this class online: hitps-‘wana noshe petworkshop aspoekey=31038601462

Reconoorns zﬁ-eaz«:,‘d; Salon
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Thl! ;Jﬂ:';l' ﬂféiﬁng!
By Fick and Cindy Metcer
Burke Coumty

When [ was younger I loved fo throw a ball
upon the reof of our house and watch it roll
up and then roll kack down to me. T would re-
peat the process mulipls fmes. ooly to watch
it roll up and then roll rizht back dowm, owver
and over and over again I could stand thers
doing that fior what seemed like an eternity!

Believe it or nof, some people would aci-
ally describe their Christian experience like that--up and down, up and down.
Drav in and day out, the process seems to repeat itself. They attempt to pray, they
study the Bible regalarly, but it seems there is no life to their Christian experience.

Is it possible fo attend church consistently, feasting on a spiritesl banguet each
week, and snll die of 3 spiriieal heart attack? Withowt a clear focus on service,
our spirrtual arteries become clogged so it seems. For this reason, Jesus said, "I
iz more blessed to give thawn fo receive ™ (Acts 200350

Yom see, it is in giving that we truly get the blessing  As we share with others
what Jesus has done for us, our own spiTitual experience is sitengthened. The
more we give away our faith the more pur faith zrows. It growes when we share
ir.

In one of my favorite books Steps fo Chrisf we read, "If you will go o work as
Christ desizns thar His disciples shall, and win sonls for Him, yon will feel the
need fior a deeper experience and 3 greater knowledze in divine things, and will
banger and thirst afier righteousness. Yon will plead with God, amd your £aith will
be srengthenad and vour soul will drink deeper drafis at the well of salvation."

That soumds like a prefty awesome plan!

I know from expersence if we really wanrt to be overcorers, we will do
everyihing and amyvihing necessary o reduce "self" and the only way to achieve
this is to completely immerzs yourself in becoming mterested in the salvation of
others. In other words, shift from being “inward-focnsed"” and become "ourward-
focused "

If vou want a vibrant, growing Christian experience . simply share yoor fxith.
Make a prayer list. Begin praying for your family members, neighbaors, or co-
workers who do not know Christ. Share tuth-filled literature with people God
leads into your life. You may even find that the Lord leads you to open your home
for 3 small group Bible smdy. The Lord may even lead you to becomne 3 mission-
ary...abread or possibly in your own conummanity?

Mo marter the direction that God leads vou, be sensitive to His leading. Yo
will be amazed at how you will zrow spiritaally by getimg iovobved in sharing
your faith, When we wimess t0 others, the soul that is saved may very well be our
own, for it is abeays "more blessed to give than to receive ™

Let this be a Christmas seasomn like no other!! A preat way to begin is to share
the timelass story of the birth of Tesws Christ and hiz amaring redemptive story.
Simply give the gift that kesps on giving---the gift of Fesus.

Blessimgs from your friends at the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Chmrch!

Pastor Rick and Cindy Merncer pastor the Morganton Sevemih-day ddventist
Church at 2187 Jomesiown Road, Morganion. Thay can be reached at §70-520-
3549 or gimerceriditds. nel. Check ouf www.morganionsda org. Their passion is fo
share the love of Jerus with ail who will lizten.

&‘ﬁdﬁﬁ:} ;::jf’fﬂfﬂff'ffyu’

Best Food
and Prices!

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC

828-678-338

Six Biblical Words We're in Danger

of Losing Forever (Part 6)

By Jason Koon
Burke Covnty

This is the sixth part of 2 series dedicated o |
exploning some of the great historical muths of
the faith, that I believe, seem to be n danger
of disappearing or being forever altered.

Judeement

“Oaly God can judze me!™ Wa've sl heard somebody nse this phraze: we
know where they're coming from amd if yvou're like me you recosnize 3 certaim
lewel of biblical tmath im it Yet, it sl makes oy hair stand on end just a lile bit.
While it is truee that only God has the anthority to judee, this starement leaves out
one imporiant piece of perspective; God will judge me one day. I know what that
spunds like in this culture. [ recognize that the Claoch growth experts el me I
should not even be attemnpiing to write this aricle, but the math remains that the
Eible =3ys that vou and I, and all of lnimanity will one day stand before God in
judzement. According to Scopiure that is reality, @ reality that our church-culmre
seems 1o be losing sizhe of.

It seerns that many professing Christians today take God's Glory and Holiness
pmach more lightly than even a peneration ago—and to be honest—it scares me a
little it Mobody n Scriprare who experienced God's presence took that kind of
attimde. Look st 3 fewr examples with me: Tochus 5:14 when Foshua stood before
the angel (or deity, we're not guite sure) who identified himself as the commander
of the Lord’s Army, “Joskwa feil focedown fo the ground ' In Isaiah 6:3 the
prophet came face to face with the Glory of God and replied, ™Wow is me! For T
am lozit...a man gf unclean lips, " and Job afier God answered him in the whirl-
wind responds by saving, "I had heard af you &y the hearing qf the ear, hut now
MY e sees you, thergfore, T despise meself, and repent in dust and ashes ™ (Job
43:5-6). Scripmare is clear that comingz face to face with the Lord, is an bum-
bling—and likely—a temifying experience. the biblical wimess is unequivocal on
this topic.

Thast's mot to say that God isn’t 3 God of Grace, Love, and Compassion, He is.
He has ahways related to His people with Grace and thers is forgivensss freely of-
ferad to even the vilest offender Truly cur God s 8 God of Love forgivenscs and
compassion, bt He is also a God of justice; a God who is furiously anery towrard
the sin, oppression, and pain that we cause one snother by our selfishness and cal-
lowns disregard for His tath. God is supremely patient with as, bat there will come
& day when He will have had enpough and Fesus will retam to finally put zn end to
the sin, shame, sufferng pain, and death that has plagned bamanity for Millennia.
We nsually rake these kinds of statements as comforong thoughts, and they are for
those of us who believe, tut what about sin? What of the people who refiuse fo let
o of their zin and trust Choist™s work on the crpss? What of the rebel who refuses
to lay down his weapons and concede defeat? Ome day our sin will be etermalby
banizhed from the presence of God. I pray I never hold on o tightly to it that I
am in danger of being banishked with it. It is tae that only the all-pewerfil creator
of the universe can judse me, but that is not someething to ke lighthy.

Jazon Koon iz Pastor gf Bridged? Church in Morganion, NC.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FR1. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”

Trips for December

December 6th - Hamrick’s

December 15th - WNC AG Center for Shadrack’s Light

Show ($3.00 per person for van to enter light show) Leave at
4:00pm from Senior Center 12/15
December 20th - Walmart/Khols - Eat at Cheddars

Merry Christmas!

www. brenews.com
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Concord Baptist Church

David's “Golden Years" song
By Eradley Boone
Tancey Cowunty

2nd Samuel 22 records the “great song” of David. Tt is
51 werses long and deserves to be read by anyone who is
down oodden or distranght with the ciroumstances of life.
It iz mteresting to note that this chapter mitrors almost
exactly the 18th Psalm which again shows ns that the
book of prahms iz made ap in large part with the songs
that Diavid wrote at different times in his life and they are
not recorded in any particular chronological coder. This
particualar Peahm that we have before us today, most Bible scholars agree, was
probably the last psalm that David wrote. IF you will stady the 21st Chapter of
2nd Samusl, you will find that David went out to batile and “wazed faint™ in verse
15 and was almost killed by a giant of the Philistines. This event in David’s life
prompted the men of Israel to demand that David not go back meo battle for fear
of him losing his ife. This event shows us the failing health of Dihavid as his body
haz given way to the ravages of ime. The shadows are now long in David’s life
and this man who as 3 young boy killed bears and lions and even 3 Giant is now
relegated to sitfing at the palace while others went forth to battle. David's spirit
was siill in the fizhe bat his body had simply wom ot

This is the backdrop for the song we find recorded m 2nd Sammel 22 This
psalm is meost instrective to us shout kow David approached his senior years.
As fiolks zrow old there seems o be two options coe can take. You can become
bitter abont the lonitations that vour body has placed on you, or yon can become
sWeetel a5 your relationship with the Lord becomes more real and your fellow-
ship with the Lord becomes more sweet. In this Psalm we see David with his
heart fixed on God during his “Golden Years”. He shows ns that though his body
may not be able to perform as it once did be can sall be used of the Lord to be a
blessing to others. As you read thronzh this psalm vou will find that David gives
all credit for amy good thing that he has done i his life to the Lord and that he
has depended on the personal relationship that be kas had with him all the days of
hig life. We sep n this song that the Lord has made David's way perfect and one
of the most profound utterances is that he has done all this for David becanse he
“dalighted” in David{V52{0). Mo one can tell why God would decide to delight
hiruself in a lnaman being but I sure am glad that he dees! This sonz ends with
Dravid looking info the fomre snd thinking on what will be in vesrs to come for
his famuly. The last verse says that God kas shown mercy to David and will con-
tine to show mercy o his seed for evermore. As David looks at Solomon, whio is
being prepared to take over the kingdom, it nunst have bronght Diavid nomch joy fo
sea that he was contiming in the path of serving the Lord. Mo doubt many of you
reading this teday find comfort in knowing that vour children and grandchildren
are I Church and imterested in the service of the Lord. It is a testimony to your
pravers and conymitment fo raise children m the way that they should go.

Bradiey Beone iz the pastor of Concord Bapiist Chunch i Burmoville, NC

Imss, whis wiould you
lea? To gt an sukn qucts, |
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THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE

“The Service You Deserve from the Newghbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
*Easy transfers
=Delivery service available
*Over 150 years of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 dav: a week
owned and operated
*Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™

Mon. - Fni.
8 am - & pm
Saturday
8 am - 5 pm

[ g EEIfMTN

IMMANDER "~

SPRUCE PINE TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186 » Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

HOURS: 7-5 Mon-Fri
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NC Senate District 47

Acg ] prepare to begin my fourth term next month as your state senator, | am profoundly gratefial for your support and the opporumity
o seTve the citizens of the 47th Senate District. I will confioee to work oo policy issues that are important to ory constiments and align
with my core values. In reflecting upon the story and celebration of Jesus® birth doring this Christmas season, my thoughts tum fo the
muracke of each and every birth and the knowledse that we are all the children of God and made in His image. Unforiumately, not all
babiss experience this miracle; their lives are violentdy ended before they draw their first breath. I am thankfil that two thousand years
2g0, 8 mother, in difficult circumstances and agamst many odds, made the decision o give birh to our Savior and light of the world,
Tesus Christ May we reflect on this during the season of celebration of His birth.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on this or other issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hise/s
ncleg net or calling me st 910-T33-3460.

919-733-3460

NC House District 85

I don't think aoybody was more shocked than I was at the results this past week. Anything can definitely happen in politcs! I like
everyone else was going to have concems regardless of who won the election Although his demeanor is not always a5 1 had boped,

I agree with many of his policies. I aeree that bad trade deals has cost areas like Western Morth Carolina jobs, I agres that China has
manipnlated it's currency &t the expense of the United States, and I agree that we need to contimially strengthen our military. I am
hopeful that the Tromp admindsirafion can COMect ANy n-flhsehmlpahuﬁ_

However, the thimg T am most optimistic about is the straightforward way he has addressed the matter of the Supreme Court. T take
great comfort in the fact that President Elect Trump has given the American people a list of 21 individuals he would consider for the
Supreme Court. This, T beleve is the most impontant decizion the next President of the Undted States will make. I take great comfort m
this list of 21 potential nominess. Mr. Trump said he wanted judzes who are pro-life and pro-2nd Amendment Each of these potential
Justices meets these Criteris.

I too am very much in support of our 2nd amendment rights and [ continne o belisve our nghts should be protected and expanded.
I am also unapologetcally pro-life and will contime to fight for the nghts of the iwborn. There are many complicated issues that we
at the state level and our elected representatives at the federal level mmst address such as education, bealthcare, and taxes. I balieve
we should abways work to find common grovnd on these isswes and work together to find solutions. However, on issues such as our
019-733_5862 second amendment rights and the issue of Llife, I frankly don't see nmch room for compromise. I am encouraged and hopeful that Bdr
Tromp will nominate & justice to the Supreme Court that wpbolds our conservatve view on expanding gun rights and our sacred belief
that all life was ceated by God and should be chenished

NC House District 118

Thanks to prayers and support from ooy constitnents, [ was honored to win election to a third term in the I.C. Hounse of Bepresenta-
ves.

There is no better scorecard than the one revealed after Election Day. Voters in Haywood, Madizon and Yancey Counties showed on
Mov. B that they approve of the job my colleagues and [ have done in narming our great state aronnd.

From lower taxes and fewer regulations 1o more than 300,000 jobs created and the highest teacher pay in state history, the record
shows Morth Caroling is beading in the neht direction. We have nmch to look forward to n the coming years, and I sm lombled to be
a part of our confinned progress.

Getting the word out to constitwents about our successes during the campaion was hard work, but it doesn’t compare to the hard
work that comes with a legizlative session of the General Assembly. My constitnents need a voice in Ralsigh and T am lookmg for-
ward to tackling the challenges of a lapislative session on their hehalf.

As always, please zet i touch with nry office or me with amy questions or concems about state govermment. Whether you nesd
help dealing with a state agency, of you would like to share your thoughts about legislation before the General Aszembly, I am always Rep. Michele D B 1
happy to hear from my constituents, Michele B 1|'§ T——

To all mry constituents: thank yon for your wote of confidence on Election Day. With your continned support, there is nothing we 019-733-5732
can't achieve together.

We are your “Home Town Agent”
,r.u'*-:wr"rfr'.'w vou knowledgeable assistance and high quality service.

Premier =

NSURANCE SERVICES, INC. '..."_‘ﬂll-.. Lﬁ! ¥y

- 13922 'Sr_-uth 126 Hwy. 275 North Mam ﬂitrnet
a - ; Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
el I e B28.766.7629 local 828.652.1553 local

Rhonda Robinson - Elien Hobson

Stinice B Masian Maran “Markon 888.528.1553 toll free

Contact one of our knoewledgeable agents fodm

= Medicare Annual Enroliment Starts Oct. 15th

Lot us assist you with: * Individual Health Care Enroliment (ACA) Staris Nov. 13
« Medicare Supplements

+* Medicare Advantage

* Prescription Drug Plans

¢ Individual Health Insurance

We have been proudly serving Western NC for over twenty vears and will abways
connnue fo affer vou quality p- aducts and a staff that cares about you long afte:
the sale.
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

1 am overwhelmed with gratitude that the voters of this dismmict placed their confidence in me to continne serving them in Congress. I
want to thank all of the vohmteers, supporters, and staff who worked extremely hard and dedicated their ime to make this possible. It's
an honor to be yvour Congressman, and moving forward, I remain committed o fighting for conservative principles and to uwsing my vot-
ing card for the people to whom it tuly belongs -- the constments of Morth Carolina's Eleventh Dhistrict.

Enjoved spending time with the next President of the United States, Dionald J. Toomp!

Enjoved spending thme with the next President of the With Governor Mike Pence and his wife, Earen,
Limited States, Donald I Trump! Crreensbora NC

Wrth Donald J. Trump and Rep. Jokn I Duncean, Jr af Spending time with Shirlay His qu"ld'ir.:h.ﬂﬂ Coumie
the #TrumpPencerally in Fletcher NC! Unbelimable
furreRt and enetE)y it the room
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

PORT OUA ra
e

o i

r

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
KYQU and a greener environment, _{ )\ A2

K;{‘D)
Pssk about our ongoing recycling program

and how you can participate in our conributions

to Hospice of McDowell County,

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Toe River Arts Council

It Takes Two...Mediums That |s

By Eate Groff
Tameay and Mirchell Counifies

Visitors on the Toe Fiver Arts Council’s Holiday Smdio
Tonr are often surprised to find more than ope craft show-
cased at their favorite artist’s stodio. Bat it's mot wmisual.
The diverzity of the arts in this area iz mfections, and mamy
ariists rain in more than one medivm. TRAC mvwites toar
tzkers this December 2-4 (10 o 5pm each day), to enjoy
and appreciate these muld-skilled creators, painters who sculpt, potters who paint,
and some who seem t0 have 3 hand in everything.

Puolf Holmequist (#32) is an accomplished soulptor and drafisman. His whim-
sical birdhonses and birdfeeders are made from recycled architeciral bits and
pieces, door frames, windowsills, tin roofng, as well as fumiture parts such as
chair fegs. “I don't throw mwch oat,” says Folf “T often find boxes of odds and
ends dropped off on oy porch ™ However, Fuplf 1= also known for his renderings in
eraphite. his poriraits of mountain folk, especially those asseciated with aris and
craftz. He was recently commissioned to complete a “ponrart™ of Bt Bdrichell for
its centennial event.

Shawn Ireland (#71) is another arrist who works in both 2 and 3-dimsnsions.
Althongh e admsits that maost of his days are spent at the whesl, his erewings
are devoted fo painting and drawing—landscapes from Italy, aildings that sesm
cemented fo the zround, transient stll-lifes. “T love making things at the wheel or
the easel and I love being lost in the moments of making or “in the search”,

Lisz Joerling (#34), an arist who
works in fisnrative clay and metal,
Her alomimim Christmas tree orna-
ments are a5 popular as her bent wire
eamngs that she often combines with
irdescent semi-precions stones. Her
work in clay is commonty of hnman
caricamirized and animals that beg
o be picked up and stroked. Of her
jewelny she says, “it's very simple yet
subitle, with lines and forms that ate
hammered and textared ™ And ber clay
work? “Whatever interests me on that
paricnlar day.”

Interested in fancifinl art? Fate hll-
er (a visiting armst at Selena Glass and
hetal, #51) is just the clay artst. She
moved from mral upstate New York
2 few vears ago, retomed to working
in clay after 40 years. and picked up
creatimg fairy honsss—of course for fairies and for fon  fantastical creamres. Bt
when she wants a gquieter time, she sews landscape collages rendered from her
own photographs of the eoviromment around her new bome. T feel so lncky living
here. I never zet bored.™

And finalty, Yaffa Tedd. (#77) She and her parmer Jeff have been working in
glass for over two decades, creating handblown art from paperweights. But her
education spans two medinums—eglass and clay. “Clay has always besen a way to
create a 3-dimensional canwvas, an extension of myy early painames. Each piece is a
stmdy of color, representing a one-of-a-kind expression of a moment in Gme "

Smadio Tour visitors may add to the pleasures of their joumey throngh the
Bhue Ridze by reflecting on the talent behind the fabrics that glisten with gems,
the hooks covered in textiles, paintmes framed i coramic desisms, pots that tell
storiss, or sculphores that carry paine-
ings. Some people paint within the
lines, odhers are only content when
stretching, crossing, or blending the
lines. Miany TRAC artists wear many
hats; this December we invite you o
meef 35 many of these versatile and
nualti-talented folks as you can, One of
the best things is thar these armists and
the other participants have 8 sampling
of their work on display (geographi-
cally arranged) at the Spruce Pine
Grallery, located at 269 (ak Avemae,
until December 31. 5o if you want to
know who's doing what where, stop
by the gallery between 10:30 and Spm,
Toesdav-Samrday. And if you miss the
tour, the showrase will remain up until
Diecember 31, And remember, both the
tonr and the exhibit at the gallsry are
free and open to the the pablic.

For more mformation, call 828-682-7215, EXE-682-0520 vistt foeriverarts org,
mmﬂﬂﬂm@sm;ﬂm&smauwhbhmmwgaﬂmaimdm
businesses around the region. TRAC is 8 pon-profit aris organization dedicated to
comnecting our conunumity with the ans—all the arts.

Kate Graffis the Programs Coordinator for the Toe River Arts Council.

Therefore the Lord himself shall give vou a sign; Behold, a virgin shall
comnceive, and bear a son, and shall call fis name Immanuel Tsaigh 7714
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Christmas at Mitchell County SafeFlace

By Tracy Black
Mirchall County

A the Chrstmas season of 2016 begims, I want to tell
you abont one Christmas miracle that happened here at
SafePlace.

Several years ago, 8 group of teenagsrs who worked
the eveming shift st one of our local fast-food restanrants
pooled their money together to “adopt™ a large family for
Christmas, and we had just the fanuly staying in our emer-
gency shelter. Char beleaguered mother of four provided a Chrisomas wish list for
her children ... ranging in age from 2 to 16, The fast-food elves’ enthusizsm was
contagions, and seon their shift manager joined in on the fon. The shift manager
adopted the mother, the girls shopped for the two little girls, and the boys took on
the two older boys. Afiter weeks of exhanstve shopping for dolls, makeup, video
Zames, boom boxes, mnsic ¢d's, and winter coats, I was called to pick up the gifis
on December 23rd. By the time I ot back o the shelter I was told that the mother
had decided to take her family to another state, and they were indeed already
zone! How was I going to explan to these youmg people that their gifts were mot
Zoing to go o their intended recipients? I just knew they would be disillnsioned
shout giving so menerously and would, in all probability, never want to extend
themselves apam . After a fitful night of fretting, I awoke Christmas Eve and then
it happened®

Ay phome rang and it was the voice of my fHend who worked at & domestic
vinlence shelter program in another county. Through her panic she explained that
o that very morming they had gotten a large family imte the shelter. Since her
Chrisonas gift money was down o less than 25 she had no idea of how she could
come up with gifis for these children. She wondered if we mizht have an exira
foy of two we could spare. I told ber T would be right there, My friend and T went
throngh the gifts and they were all appropriate for these children. My foend took
the clothes back to Wal-Rart snd exchanged them for the comect sizes. This fam-
ily had one of the best Chrisimases they had ever had and they were comforted
to know others cared abowt them when they had to fes their home on Chrismmas
Eve! I called the teenspers from the fast food restaurant and explainsd to them
what had happened. They were not disillusioned at all; in fact, they were thrillad
o know they had been able to play a part in a Christmas miracle.

If you wionld like to help provide a Christmas miracle for 3 family fleeing
domestic violence, czll SafePlace or 3 shelter program where you live. I guarantes
wyou will gain far more than you give!!!

Tracy Black is the dssociate Dimector for Witchell County SqfePlace. She can be
reached ot §28-765-4015 ar tracyeblackdbellzouth nat.
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Retirement
BEw Diavid Burleson
Mitchell County

Cwer the last 35 years I have been one of the most
fortunate people alive. Thawve been given the opporanity
o work with wonderfol people and lve in the preatest
place in the world. There is o dowbt that Avery County is
blessed with some of the finest edncators. students, parsnts
and cifizens s any place in our couniry,

Chrer the last six years [ am very proud of what we have been able o accomplish
together for children m Avery County, O test scores have risen as the monber of
families on free and reduced lunch has also fsen. Cur stodents with dissbilities and
those who speak English as a second lanpuage slong with our most gifted students,
have made excellent progress. Char siadents, as a8 whole, have contivmed fo excel
in academics, the arts. and athletics and in alse ziving back o our community, Char
schop] systern has becoms 3 model in drop-out prevention strategies, altermative sus-
pension proerams. pre-school programes, amd safety and crisis programs for students,
staff and the community. We have much to be proud of because of the wonderful
stadents. excellent staff. and supportive parents amd conumumiry:

T wanf to personally thank our entire comnmmity for what yon kave done for ma
and moy family, the support we have had, the prayers we felf, and the comnnitment
you have made o children over the last six years. [ tuly believe that when one door
closes another one opens for me and ooy family and this is the case now. At this
time in o1y life and after nmach praverful consideration, I have decided to retire on
Jane 30, 2017, For some time, T believe the Lord has been leading me to firll dme
Christian ministry. That opportunity kas been provided to me as the Execative Di-
rector of Burke Unifed Christian Minisiries. a position I will begm on Fuly 1, 2017

I want o thank everyone in our conmmunity for the lessons you have taught me
over the last six yesrs, and for the oppornmities to work with you to help our sie-
demts in Avery County. Those lessons I leamed and experiences we shared will be
tremendows sssets a5 I move to another phese in nry life. Plaase know that vou re-
mexin in my pravers, and thownghts a5 T hope we remain in yoars. Mever forget wheat
we have besn able to do together and remember the foundation that has already
been laid. T especially want to thank the Avery Board of Edncation for providing me
the opportanity to “‘comne bome™ to finish ont oy caresr,

T encourage you to do all possible to foows on the needs of our stadeats; to work
collaboratvely to help each stmdent be successfinl and fo contmue to do all possible
1o move Avery Coumty forward, We stll have several monihs together i make a
difference for our stadents.

Please know I wish you the wery best and I look forward to hearing of vour many
fubare successes.

Dawid Burleson is Superimfendent af the Avery County Schoolz
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WNC Communities

Community of Promise for Tipton Hill
Mirchall County

In a time of complexities and nncertaimties, there is stll a lot of “great™ taking
place right here af home in western Morth Carolina. A celebration of the work of
&4 mural conummanites in the mountains ook place on Movember 12th at the 67t
WHC Honors Awards Program. Ower 250 comumunity leaders from 15 conntes
and the Eastern Band of Cherokes attended the lancheon to be nzpired. recoz-
nized and rewarded for their exceptional community development programs at the
DoubleTree by Hilton

“Orur rural commmmities are dedicated and work tirslesshy on momerons proj-
ects,” states Linda Lamp. Executive Director of WHC Comnmnities. “These
comnnmnities make a great difference in the quality of life for all of us in the
moumtamms. It is only appropriate that we honor thermn and draw on their contima-
ons posifive example of neizhbor helping neighbor,”

Comummnities of Promise receive a cash award of 51,000 and were chosen be-
caase of the inidatives implemented by the community that show promise and can
be replicated aroumd the region. The Tipton Hill Comnunnity Foundation gamered
this prestigious award for 2018,

Tipton Hill Comnmnity Foundation was honored for their plans to collaborate
with the hrtchell Comnty snd Morth Carolinag Historical Societies, s well as
the County Commizsioners to declare the approzximatsly 100-year-old church a
historical site. This would 2id in completing improverments to the serond Soor
for 3 commmnity nnasenm when eocupancy is ranted. To raise fonds, Tipton
Hill mailed letters to formyer members of the church providing opporiumities to
purchase plagques in honor or in memory of a loved one 1o be moumted on a desig-
nated memory wall in the facility. This letter campaign realized over 54,000 with
confributions stll coming in In addition, Tipton Hill is a bot spot for Infernet
access, which has enabled them to collaborate with the Center for Bural Health
opening a tele-medicine clinic, providing remote diagnosis and reatment of pa-
dents throngh telecomnmmnications techoologzy.

Genergus sponsorships from Hamah's Cherokee Casino Fesort, Harah's Valley
River Cazing & Hotel, Biltmore - - R
Farms, Inc., Duke Enerzy, Mission y f
Health, The 3McClure Fund Bun-
combe Coumty Farm Bursan, Caroli-
na Farm Credit, First Cidzens Bank
and Wells Fargo made it possible to
award a record amount of 539 500
to the &4 commmunity centers and
chobs throughowut the mountains for
mmovative approaches o addressing
Ccomonnity neads.

Communnity centers and clubs
across the region vohmtarily par-
tcipate n the annnal WHC Honors

Tipton Hill Commumily mambers (Igft to
right); Eit Faulk, Areene Byrd, Anve Pater-
son and Mack Peterson presanted Com-
Awards by submitting an application my af Promise Award by Jo Ray with

t0 WHC C. W Al Hmﬁl Cherobee Casing Resort. Photo
ber The 64 commumities involved Povided By rbmcgee partraiis

in this year's program represented a total of 5,375 volumteers with an impressive
158,006 honars in ouireach programs dedicated to beantafication, conservation,
education, health and wellness, as well as collaborative effors with govemment,
extension, community colleges, nonprofits and basinesses, all in service to rural
comaninities. In addition, the collectve fimdraising efforts of these connmmities
brought in over 5635000 for everything from neighbor belping neizhbor to afier
schoo] programs, senior meal sites, fammiand preservation, a tele-medicine clinic,
and events highlighting our region’s great art, craft, and pmsic waditions.

Are you afraid of the uncertainty
of the Stock Market? Afraid of the
next drop?

There are alternativesl

STOCK MARKET ALTERNATIVES

Fixed Products-Guaranteed interest rate-Most times
higher than CD rates

Indexed Products-Participation in the upside of the stock
market, but does not participate in the downside of the
market. Your money is NOT invested in stocks and bonds!

Leland Riddle Financial Services
205 Locust Ave. = Spruce Pme_, NC 28777

Office: 828-766-9064
5_leland@ bellsouth.net

www. brcnews.com
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Summer Food Progam
Schell McoCall, Executive Director
Fancay County

Giving Thanks for Food and Vohinteers — 2016 Swmoner
Food Program 3 Success.

Bumsville, BT {10/28'14) - The 2016 Summer Food Pro-
STHIM WaS once agFain a remendons success! Spearbesded
by Grakam Children’s Health Services, this collsborative
effort provided 100 families with §00 food deliveries directly
io their doorsteps. Fecipient families all have children who
benefit from the freeTeduced hmch program at school or Head Start during the
school months — an important resource considering that the poverty rate for chil-
dren under 18 in Yancey County far exceeds the statewide rate.

Thanks to incredible conummdty volunteers, this sunomer’s deliveries included:
ﬂahmdluca!lygmwnpmduce ﬂ:la,twaspmﬂusedﬁ'nmlucal fanmers through

Children Feconcilistion Honse Helpimg Hands of Yancey County, and menerous
comomnity donors. This season’s fresh produce inchnded broccoli, bell peppers,
bhueberries, cabbage, collards, com, cocumbers, garkic, green beans, jalapetios,
kzle, lettuce, okra, onions, potatoes, rainbow chard, squash, tomatoes and zac-
chini.. all locally srowm!

This year, through a generous monetary donation, we were able to mchade a
copy of the MNew York Times bestselling cookbook GOOD AND CHEAP: Eat
"ii."eilnn%'ﬂa]r TheGmdandE]‘mppmJa:thegmasmﬂm:Lmﬂim‘i
o £ T zraduate thesis in
food siudies. Her
zoal was to oe-
| ate tmuly delicious,
stamps) budget of
54 a day “Estinzis
one of life’s great-
est plezsures, and
GOOD AWD CHEAR
reaches that kitchen

skill, not budger,
is the key fo great
food.” The cookbook
feamres 152 recipes
that maximire every ingradient snd offers tips on economical shopping and cook-
ing methods, and the simple extras that make everything taste better. “There ara
thousands of barriers that kesp us from eating in a way that nourishes cur bodies
and satisfies our fastes—but money should not be one of them™ sfates Jennifer
hiznde] from Workman Paoblishing.

The Summer Food Program is truly a cellaboramve effort that involves tre-
mendous connmmity vohmteer dedication fo make it happen. Many thanks to
vohuteers from Graham Children’s Health Services, Feconciliaion Honse, Dig
In! Commumity Garden Yancey County Cooperative Extension Office, Blue
Ridee Parmership for Children, AWY Rerional Library — Bookmobile and Yancey

Book Your Christmas
Parties Now

— e
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Branch, TRACTOR, Yancey County DSS, Yancey County Schools, Yancey Coun-
1y Transporation Anthority, Bumsville Ingles, First Baptist Charch of Bumnsville,
Higgins Methodist Church 5t Thomas Episcopal Chuoch, Helping Hands of
Yaocey County, residents of Mountain Afr conommity, and the Yancey comnminity
at large for providing over 420 volunteer hours.
Some quotes from this year's program:

* “dy son Liked w0 wait by the window, watching for our box to be delivered.
He mwied food that be normally wouldn't eat. ™ — Food Box Fecipient

= “Helping to pack and de- .
liver boxes was a really valushle
experience for our employess.
It pave them a really important
insight into the lives of their
clismrz, and I think they are do-
ingz their job with more compsas-
sion " — Volumtesr

According to Schell MoCall,
Diirector of Graham Children’s
Heslth Services, “Working
together, the amaring volhm-
provided over 300 Yancey
County children with matritons
food o zet them through the
summer We are so grateful for
the remendous outpouring of vobmmtesr effort and the generons support oo The
Yancey Pund and Connmmity Foundstion of Western Morth Caroling. The Sum-
mer Food Proeram is 8 wonderfil example of what can be accomplished when
many agencies and committed volunteers come together with a shared mission.™

Program fimding from previous grantors has ended snd we are looking for
fimding for 2017 fior this established  respected, broad-based community inita-
tve. This program Is 2 proven way to reach Yancey County families living with
food msecurity and poverty — often the hardect to reach — and to enpage these
families and share conummity resonrces.

To leam maore, to donste, or to get mwolved with the 2017 Summer Food
Program, contact Graham Children’s Health Services at §82-TE00 or schellim
srabhamchildrens oog.

Schell MoCall is the Execufive Divector gf Graham Children's Health Services
(GCHS). Since 1907, GCHSE har implemented infiativer designed fo addness
cammuriy-idanigied health needs in Mitchell and Tancey Counites. Each mita-
e iz a collabaratiee gifort that Imvolves, aducares, and uhifes the commm

HOME ~STORE

417 N Main 5t Suite 2, Marion, NC (Next to Tracter Supply)
New and Gently Used
Furniture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Matenals

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation
All Donations Help Support Hospice of McDowell County

. New ‘ﬂmm'd’:' ng..

§ Sk ink
of Mchwe” 75 Pl (e (st

Home is Where the Heart is ,,.

When to consider Safe Harbor Palliative Care:
+ W you or sormsons you know i Bving with 2 serius iliness

* Youi want came that is available at home

+ You need additional support for managing symploms

osp Ice

What can Palliative Care do for you?

* Prowide additional suppart during a struggle with serious illness
« Assist with making referrals to other community resources

« Collaborate with your team of medical speclalists

828-659-7068

www.homcnc.org
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Crossword

ACROSS

1God _ raised this Jesus
to life (Acts 2:32)
4HMo, I onpaymg you for
1t (2 Sam 24:24)

10 shall dwell there, and
satyrs shall dance there
(Isa 13:21) (ETV)

14 the poizon of __ is under
themr hips (Fom 3:13) KTV

16 In the begmnmng God
created the heaven and the
_ {Genl:D}

17 Consider the ravens: for
they neither sow nor
(Luke 12:24)

18 Jacob’s first wife
(Gen 29:16-1E)

19themen  anoathto
each other (Gen 26:31)

20 mive notice of the  when
the days of purification
would (Acts 21:26)

2l the . and the chameleon.
and the hizard (Lew 11:30)
EIV
23 even the very hairs of vour
head are all
(Matt 10:30)

23 stagper (Isa 28:7)

27 elose by (1 Sam 17-26)

29 zs ome wapes adish, o
and tomme 1t upmide down
(2 Eings 21:13)

32 on board as shipwrights to
caulk vour __ (E=zek 27:9)
36 AtBeth  ofthe
Shepherds, he met some
relatives (2 Kings 10:12-13)
39 batter as gall, sharp
double-edged sword (2,1)
(Prov 5:4)

40 when thouart . goand
=it down i the lowest room
(Luoke 14: 100 KTV
4] Mow thers aroseupa
kmg over Egypt
(Exodus 1.8}

42 concernmg the daunghters
that  in this place
(34 Jexr 16:3) KTV
44 Wo __ sews a patch of
unshmmk cloth on an old
garment (Matt 9:16)

435 Set on the great pot, and
pottage for the soms
(2 Eings 4:38) ETV
47 Moses sad to God, "Whe
__ ,thatT should go
(2.1} (Ex 3:11)

48 Next to lum was Shammah
sonof __ the Hararite
(2 Sam 23:11)

49 and do good; let him seek
peace, and it
(1 Pater 3:11) KTV
50 whoever _ out of the pat
will be caught in a snare
(Isa 24:18)

52 "Don't call me Naomi" she
told them "Call me
(Buth 1:20)

M | forthat day 15 great
(Jer 30:T)

57 all the house of Israel are
___ and hardhearted
(Ezek 3. TETV
61 a man will leave hys father
and mother and be o
hus wife (Gen 2:24)

63 0 Soveraign LOED,
well with me for your

name's sake (Ps 109:21)

&4 a garland to grace vour head
and a cham to ___ vour neck
(Provw 1:9)

&6 Kimg Solomon made a
of ships m Ezon-geber {1
Eings 9:26) ETV

&7 sawhisstarmthe  and
have come to (Matt 2:2)

68 He  him with many
questions, but Jesus gave

him no answer (Luke 23:9)

&9 But when I stumbled, they
gathered m ___ (P= 35:13)

T0 ___ are creatures of hitle
strength (Prov 30:23)

T1He ___ reflacts on the days
of has hife (Ecel 52200

72 from one _ of the heavens
to the other (Matt 24:31)

DOWT

1 Here and now I give _ of
my possessions to the poor
{Luke 19:E)

2 the prophet of todav used to
beecallad (1.4}

(1 Sam 9:9)

3 my father's hired men have
foodto  (Luke 15:17)
5The owlwill __ there and
lay eggs (Isa 34:15)

61 somethimg hke a large
sheet being let down from
heaven (Acts 11:5)

7 You will male them with an
___scepier (Ps 2:9)

B Their arrows are sharp, all
their bows are _ (Isa 5:28
9 Your decrees are the  of
my song (Fs 119:54)

10 He __ the centurion to
keep Paul under guard
(Acts 24:23)

11 nexther shall thevy  a
rough pamment to deceive
(Zech 13:4)

12 vaim for you to rise up early,
tosttup __ (Ps 127:2)

13 The creatores _ back and
forth like flashes of
hghtnmg (Ezek 1:14)

15beas _ assnakes and as
mmocent as doves
Mlatt 10:16)

22 thetwosonsof
Hophmi and Phunehas, the
priests (1 Sam 1:3)

24 dip 1t info the blood in the
_ (Exodus 12:22)

26 Instract 2 man and he
will be wizer still (Prov 9:9)
28 the  forest has been cut
dowm (Zech 11:2)

30 and zhe shall shave her
bhead, and __ hernails

{(Deut 21:12) KTV

31 His name was _ and has
wife's name was Abigail

(1 Sam 25:3)

33Am]I ., that you
come at me (1,3) (1 Sam
17:43)

34 the mscription that was
wntten: MENE ,
TEEEL, PAESIN

COPYRIGHT 2018

{Dan 5:25)

35 look of confempt or scom
{Isa.57:4)

Y wasfound to havea
mind and knowledge

{Dan 5:12)

38 female sheep (Gen 33:13)
40 vour vats will __ owver with
new wine {Prov 3:100)

42 becanse he was looking
to his reward (Heb 11:26)

43 Tell them everything 1
command vou; donet __ a
word (Jer 26:2)

46 In stripes, In Imprisonments,
m___ mlaboms

{2 Cor 6:5) KTV

48 Dannd fought Goliath with
_ andastome(1,5)

{1l Sam 17:30)

50 Werther do men lighta |
and put 1t under a bushel

(Mate 5:15) KTV

51 troubls on Israsl by
viclatng the  omn takmg
devoted thmgs (1 Chron 2:7)
53 Thus the saving "One sows
and another "1z true

{Tohn 4:37)

BISLEWORDGAMES COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

55 we spend our yearsas
__ thatis told (1.4}

(Ps 909 KTV

56 the thin ears devowred the
___ good ears (Gen 41:24)

37 The man who was healed
hadno __ who it was

(John 5:13)
5EWhatI __ _ boothers, 15 that
the time 15 short

(1 Cor 7:29)

59 which for ages  was kept
ndden m God (Eph 3:9-107

80 through painful _ vou wall
eat of 1t (Gen 3:17)

61 loose the bands of
wickedness to _ the

beavy burdens (Tza 58:6)

ETV

62 for the tent a covermg of
ram skins __ red

(Ex 36:19)

65 an encrmous __ dragon
with seven heads and ten

boms (Rev 12:3)

Solufion on page 14

Rent and Work!

Looking for a Christian couple to
rent a nice 4-bedroom home in the

northern end of Mitchell County.
Some of the rent could be earned

by working on a farm part time_ If
interested please call 828-467-0280
for more information!

www. brenews.com
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A Safe Water Supply
By Mancy Yantchook
Mutchall Coungy

Part 2 of a Sertes on Emergency Preparedness: 4 Sgfe
Water Supply

A safe and ample supply of clesn water is top pricoty in
an emergency. It is recommended that a pormally active person should drink at

least | gallon of water daily. This amount should be increased during hot weather.

Mever ration water, even when supplies mn low. Drink the smount of water
peeded and work to find more water for the next day.

lessons from the flood and snowstonm of 19908, One was that our well pumps mn
on electricity and X310 watts and the power was off for nearly a week. Second was
that springs. wells, and city water can become contaminated from flood waters.
When storing water, plan for at least one gallon of water per person per day. Itis
recommended that families have enough water stored for at keast two weeks.
How to store Water:

Store fresh water in thoroughly washed plastic, fiberglass, or ensmel-lined
may crack over a period of time. Food grade plastic buckets or dnoms are also
gond. Mever nse containers that held tooic substances. Seal these containers
tightly. label them and store them in a cpol, dark place. Chanpe the water every
six momths.

Emergency Ouidoor Waier senrces:

Ifvou need to find water cutside the home. you can use water from natural
springs, streams, rivers, and other moving bodies of water, and lakes, and rain
water. Ayvoid water with fioarmg material, odor or a dark color. Salt water can ba
used-pnly if distilled first. Contarvinsted water may have a bad smell and tasts,
bt can also contain microorganisms, that can cause diseases such as typhoid,
hepatitis, or dysentery,

To Purify Water:

There are several methods of punfying water, but none are perfect. Sometimes
a combimation of methods is the best solution. Snspended particles m the water
cam be soained ont through layers of paper towels or a clean cloth.

1. Boiling water is the safest method of purifying water, Bring the water to
A boiling boil for 8-10 minates. Water must be heated o its vaporization poimnt
(212 degrees F or 100 degrees C at sea leval ) Pemember some of the water may
evaporate.! Cool the water before drinking. Botled water will taste better if von
put cxygen back into it by pouring the water back amd forth between taro clean
containers. This can be done with stored water as well.

2. Disinfection is the next best methed. Begular household liguid bleach {5.25
percent sodium hypo chloride) will kill most microorganisms. Do not use scented
bleaches, color safe bleaches or bleaches with added cleaners. Do not use other
chemicals or gents (o purify water. Some of these are iodine or products sold for

Add 16 drops of bleach to each gallon of water, stir and let stand for 30 min-
utes. If the water does not have a slight bleach odor, repeat the dosage and let
stand for another 15 mimnates. If the water is then expoced to the air for a few
hours or poured back and forth between containers, it will taste better.

Paul and Narcy Tantchook moved o NC in 1994 and are vary happy in Red Hill
with their dog. She served as the Chavrperzon for the MCUHP for nearly 12 years.
She focused on the emersency readines programs as that is a real concern in
these rural areas.

S

Carhartt

Merrell

Irish Setter Boots

Keen

Local For Your
ﬁmt"rms (j frs

Columbia

Woolrich

FREE Gift Wrapping

Gift Certificates Available

Gras

WWW.ETOSSVCTEERCIOMIRG. COm

Creef

Y

CI_O'I HING

12451 Hwy 226 §., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Manday, Tuesday, Thursday Friday 8:30 3PM

‘Wednesday
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Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

LOCATED ON HwY. 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed
We have a huge variety of items including,

Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,
bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection “Great Prices ~Great Cause
% ‘Hospice and Palliative

\@ {‘ / Care of the hlue ‘Ridge. e,

Formerty Honpice of (Wichel

cemifort

1joy event!

Recliners
faarling al

199

Lifl chairs
slarlin g af

OUEEN HEADBOARD |
DRESZER MIRROR
MEGHT STAND

The Rhythm of a Gracious Pace
By Een and Jan Merop
Avery Coungy

My friend Mary moved in quiet confidence
genthy spilling serenity over &ll who met her It
didn’t take lonz being in her presence to kmow
that her pracious spirt wasm't of her making Tt
a result of 3 worshipfiol mmost in her Savior, Fesus
Christ.

When, as 3 single mom, I prayed for remar-
riage to @ Christian lushand and dad for my son, she would zently remind me that
God saves the best for those who leave the choice with him.

If Iwas feeling overwhelmed, inevitably a note of encouragement would armve
im the mail as if she knew of my need. Sometimes she'd include a small monetary
gift that reminded me of the widow's mite. A widow herself, she blessed me im-

“’hEﬂ&ELuIdhrmghth&ndtﬁu moTe precions sons my way, she rejoiced
with me and our friendship confimied through the mail and the occasional phone
call. She has bean with the Lord for some time now, bat I can =61l hear her voice
and sense the thythen of the pracious pace i which she lived har life. She exmdad
quieiness and calmness.

Tt makes me think of another Mary.

Ddary, the Mother of Jesus, was just a teenager when the Angel Gabriel ap-
pesred o her. When be annoumced God's plans for her, she guestioned how it
could be. But, once assured of God's sovereizoty and ability to overcome the
impossitle, she bowed to his will as seen im Luke 1 38, MLT saying, "Tam the
Lord s servami. May everything you have said about me come frue. ™

She could have reacted with a list of ber oom design. After all, she was be-
tothed to Joseph. Plans were being made. And, how would she ever explain this
to him_

But Gabriel mives ns 3 clue 35 to why she was chosen. He zaid, “Grestings,
Srvored woonan! The Lord is with youw!"™

We know from Scriphare that God's favor rests on those who worship him
in spirit and moth; who sesk him and live their lives asccording to His will and
purposes. She was already exhibiting a gentle rhythm of life in obedience to God
— despite the huoulmons times in which she lived nnder the heavy hand of Fome.

For Mary there was no more gracious way o respond than to accept God's ‘in-
termuption’ 1o her plans for the far zreater purposes of her God. 5he adjusted her
rhythm to His and tosted Him for the outcome.

Let's adopt Mary's manquility and approach Chrisonas in pracious step with the
Lord. Salah

Nature's Gentle Reminder

Pine cones dazzle against a snowy white Chnstmas ball.
Suspended en a live, Evergreen Christmas free,
each hiile cone resting on a snowball
reminds ene of nature’s natural beauties.

We can recreafe 1f arfistically,
but only God creates from nething.

“Have you entered the treasury of the snow?"

VAl things were created through Him and for Him . _
And in Him all things consisi.™
Job 38: 22 and Colossians 1:16b, 170

Jan Merop writes an inzspirational colimn, Pouse. and Consider, for the Naws
Sun in Sebring, FL. She and her hushand Een love our mountaing and hope, God
willing, one day o relocare nearly. Tou may contact her ar kermnerop@igmail.com

B4 140 136 Wak R M C MY
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Christmas Season

One More Thing

Ev Dioris B Thompson
Mirchell County

The fress are frimmed with a star on fop.
The candles in fe windows are aglow
All the poodies are baked and resdy,

And every child wishes for snow!

The halls are decked with holly.
The lighimosts are trimmed with bows.
The mailbox has donned a new cover.

The warm fire sparkles and glows!

There'y “last minnee “shopping and wrapping.
The sireety are crowded sach day.
Al the shoppers are excited and calling,
“Merry Chriztmas, ™ as they go on their way!

The presemis are stacked ‘meath the mee.
A wreath iy placed on the doar.

Everything seems to be ready,
B wait. . Is there nof one thing more?

Is there reom for Christ in our holidays?
Dig we celebrare His birth Christmas Day?
Or do we say, “There’s no room in onr inn, ™
As we rush on onr merry way?

Ifwe’ll take time for the sad and the lonely,
And resel our and do onr small pare_._
Then we'll raly put Christ in onr Christmas,
And we'll make roem for Him m our keavri!
{written for “Bethiehem Markemplace™)

Doris Thompson i[5 the world s greatest nature lover, Spruce Pine's angsl that
brings @ smile fo our Businessas.

Marlene’s Meditations

A Priceless Ornament

The exguisite Christmas amament fired shards of brilliancy
inpo the derkmess. With 1. 578 dismonds encmosted o its solid
18 carat white-gold surface and two nings adomed with 188
mbies each surmounding its simaing sphere, the workd's most
expensive Christmas bauble goss for a mere § 136000, Mark Hussey, 2 Hallmark
jeweler, desizned this spectacular mini-globe o bensefic charity.

Bt the above paragraph contains an emor: the extracrdinary orb mentioned sbove
is niot the most expensive omament that exists. That booor belongs to an mvisible or-
nament fmd in 3 sechuded section of an ancient mamscript and broughe o light here:

1 Peter 3:4 Bur lar it be the hidden namm of the hears, m dhar wiich i3 not corrupr-
ihilg, avem the ormament of @ meek and quiet spirts, wiich iz i the sight gf God of great

Tﬁm‘aluaﬂm’ of the omament mentioned in this verse
was made by the mast inminent Tenweber himeelf the TORD
(Fod Almighty. In His estimation, this omament is valoed at
2 “grest price” capable of escalating as the years pass on o
of snmning jewels from His Word and encircled with 2 rings.
that raverse its maznificent carve. Their spectacular stones
shine with an ethereal briliance becanse they are oot from the
Fock which is Jesus.

When we hanz the omament of a meek and quiet spint on
the branches of our lives, suddenly the ordinary rongs of the moumdsmne Lizhi up with the
spectacular imaze of Him clothed in the brilliswt fire of glory. Cur Hves can become
priceless displays of His porarer and majesty.

Just as MMr Hussey, the Hallmark jeweler, nsed 3 cmall pile of dismomsds to fashion
an exquisite unforgetable omament, s0 we obtain the omament of 8 mesk spirnt when
we allow (Fod o nse the dismonds of His Word to form the character of meskmess
within ns. Meekness = confrolled srength and it is demonsmated by the Life of Moses
&5 he leamed to control His words and actions so that the nation of Isrsel could see the
glory and power of their Saviar God. In his miimate daity walk with God, the LORD
fommed within Moses the ornament of 3 mesk and quiet spirt, and the world was
blessed for etemmity as God took a Lion out of Tadah o save His people, and to mile
e

}mlﬁti-thﬂ Englizh jeweler dosigned this exquizite omament with 1578 dismonds
and 188 robies, so the Master Teweler, God Himself, desipned His priceless ormsment
of 3 meek and guiet spirt and adomed it with the diamonds and mobiss from His Wood
The word, quist, in the Bibla iz associated with pesce {Proverbs 1:33), wisdom (Eccle-
siastes 9:17), and smength (Tszish 30-15) According to Ixish 32:17, it is an affact
of dghtepusness. When we focus on the dghteousness of God, we become changed
it His image according to 2 Cormtiizns 3:18. Then, the beanty and buxoary of His
Presence emanstes from within our souls and others are drawm to the magnificence of
Christ, atiracted by our ormament: that of a meek and guiet spirt.

I==izh 32:17 And the work gf mgfresumnass shail be peace; and the gffect gf righ-

Mark Hussey, the crestor of the world's most epensive omament decread that
3 portion of the proceeds would benefit the Matdonal Antistic Sociery of the United
Eingdom S0 God decrees that part of the proceeds from his gift to us of this ormament
of a meek smd quiet spirit will benefit those n need of its hidden treasure. Peaple need
the Lord and wheat better way to pains them to Himn than by & shining Chrismmas ama-
ment of our meek and quiet spint, shining like the star that drew wise men fo the Lizht
of the world that dark might 50 long azo!

Marlene Houk is a reguiar confributor to The Blue Ridee Christian News, She
and Sid, her kusbhand, artend Mounr Home Bapiist Church.
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7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com
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DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!
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For God so loved the warld, that he gave hiv eniy begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believedh in fim should not perizh, but have everlastng Kfe. John 3216

Health & Rehabilitation

Prov Pege of W™ K

The Residents and Staff at
Smoky Ridge would like
to wish a blessed holiday

season to all.

«  24/7 Admissions

« Patient Centered Care

Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
Private Rooms For Short Term Rehab Patients
« Post-Surgical Care

« Orthopedic Care

« N Therapy

« Diabetic Management

«  Wound Care

« Specialized Hospice Respite Rooms

« At Home Friendly Environment

« Social Worker Support Services

310 Pensacola Rd. - Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682.9759 « www.smokyridgecare.com

Habitat ReStores Support
Fayetteville Families

Fuobin Warden
Fmege-Michal] Cowly

donate all or a portion of thedr proceeds from sales on desianared
dases to belp rebuild the 93 Fayetfeville Habitar homes that sos-
tained severe damege lzst month in the Aoodme from Humic ans
hiatthear

Mierhell-Yancey Habitst for Himmanity BleStore will partici-
pate i this program on Samurday, Mow: 19th and donate procesds from all dedir sabss on
this day. Shop atour local FeStore on this day and support the refnalding of Habitar
homes in Fayetieville. The FeSipre 5 located ar 563 Dok Soeet in Spmoce Pine and will
be open from 9 AN to 2 PML

“e all need o rally behind an affiliate that hes had that much magedy,’” said Mirch
Phodes, chief opersting officer of Habitat for Humanity of Wake County. Wike's five
PeStores—iogether with Asheville's and Charlotte’s ReStores, smong many others—are
already designating the proceseds from onstomers wio agree 1o “round up™ deir purchase
o the next $1 ar 35 to belp Fayeteville.

‘The 83 Fayetieville Habitat homes that were swamped by the fooding on Oct. 8 rep-
resenped more than half of the 154 houses built by the affiliate over the past 30 yesrs.

Grep Eirkparmick. exeoutive divector of Habitat for Humenwiry W.C. in Baleish = coor-
dinstins the fform 1o get all 78 ReSiores in Worth Camoling behing the drive to respond o
the crisis in Fayeseville's Hahitat villaze.

“Tie asked the ReStares to consider doing something we're calline FaSiore Fayette
ville,” said Firkpatrick who added thar the respomnse hias been wildly entmsisstic. He
hopes that the 78 BeSiores aoss the state can raise 2s nmch a5 5100,000 for Payvete-
ville.

Marry of the flood victims are staying with friends or fanuly; many have had to find
rooms to rent. Cmby 27 of the homeraymers bad fpod msurance.

But Tanmay Laurence, divector of Habitar's Fayetteville area affiliate sees light amid the

chags that has enmilfed the bomeowners.

in each ofus. Thanks to our Hsbitas parmer affiliates. thess fimds will help us refudld

haormes and restore hope. e sre sratefn]. Fhoricame hssthen tore throwsh Fayedterilla’s

the great spirit that animetes these homeramers and this conummnity. We will rebaild ™
Habitat Hero Phillip Hunsucker

Philip Hunsocker paszed sway on Mowember 1. 20186, He was formerhy 3 resident
of Bumnsville, Morth Caroling whers be served Mitchell-Yancey Hahbitst for Humemity
simce the early M0 and worked on pltiple bailds of Habitat omes in Bfiche]l and
Yancey connties.  Dharing these vears, he worked
Memorial Methodist, on the Wednesday Crew. Phil
slso provided mvalnshle lesdership to our bocal
stfiliate as President and Vice President of the M-Y
portumity to say, “Thank you fior all you do®.

Mwrhell-Yancey Habitst for Himnanity is & locally
mun affileste of Habitat fior Humanity nfernatipnal.
& nonprofit, enmmenics] Christian howsms argsmiza-
tion. M-Y Habitst works in parmership with fanilies [
in need of decent, sffordshle and enerzy-sfficient
hosing. Houses are sold to famdlies who are able fo pay a no- ioterest monthly mont-
gaze and are willing to panmer with Habitat and provide 200+ bours of sweat eguoity
helping to buald teir home or the homes of others. Habitat serves people in need of
decent housing regardless of race or relizion. Vohmeers, pictured here are some of e
mary Habitst Heroes pronading mpest of the labor, while mdividnals snd corporate do-
nors provide money and materials to baild Habitat bowses, We weloome vwohmisers and
supparters fo jomns in “Inildme homes and changne lives. Bacome 3 Habitst Hero.
Contact: 828.766.2000, wanw mitchellyvancevhabitat org . Email: Mitchell vanceyhilve)
il commn
Robin Warden iz the Public Relations for Mitchell, Tancay Habitat for Humanit:

Trading
OMPANY

HJandcrafted |}

Howurs:
Mon-5at, 9 am. - 5 p.m.

828-765-8261
o, e e 279 Oak Ave,
OUTHWESE Spruce Pine, NC

saleaFewiradingtompany. com

www. swiradingcompany.com
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Bea Job!
By Jazom Webhb
Burke Coumiy

D't we all have that friend  the one that seems to
know it all? The one that's jealous of us and the peace
we have in our lives? You know, that person who can
newver stay oot of our sandbox.... Yoo have fossed over
being faithful to youar sandbox time after time after
fime. You even asked your dad bow your samdbos
looked. If things were built well. If be approved of
what yon were doing. Wou talked to him all the tme sbout the new toys he zave
you, thanking him constantdy. I mean, hey, those are some nice toys for vour sand-
box. They are the emvy of vour neishborhpod. When vour dad gives yon each new
possession, vou a5k how to nse it right - you know, you don't want to mess it up or
nse it in the Wrong way.

5o, your dad has gifted youo all this stuff and youar closest friends all come over
o play with it all the time. They play a little rongh, at are really just enjoying
themsehves, so after they leave you always wash it all & completely restore it all
s your dad is proud.

Then one day, this pew kid comes to town.

And them it starts.

He's jealons. He doesn't want you to kave the nice things your dad kas given
youL, 50 animeesity starts w build. He mns off all your friends. He breaks the toys.
He kicks over things yvou've built. After he canses damage to each thing of yours,
he mns away laughing.

Cmce you see all the damags done. you simply sit doem in the ramed bits of
foys and sand and dreams. Yo call ont to your dad, bt he dossn't come.

Hs doe:snt even answer vion.

Hothing.

Then one friend shows up and asks, "why doo't you get mad &t your dad™ You
look at her like she has 3 hesds and mnswer, " He knew what he was doing when
he didn't stop that bully.” So, she zefs mad mmd lesves.

Wow here come three more friends back. But they don't get too close. They
don't want o make you mad, or canse vou to act out. Finally, one of them ventures
back into the sandbaoor with you. Then the other two follow after him,

Then you all four sit in silence anning your fingers thm your destroyved sand-
biox Yo start to shed tears. knowing that thess three must be your closest friends
canse they are sitting with yon when you are at your darkest.

Each ome takes a tum speakimg o yow, but as they all speak, your dishelisf
grows greater snd preater! Youw can't believe that the thres people who yon thousht
had come to kelp you thr this oisis were actuslly bashing you for not standing
up to the bully. As if the destruction of your sandbox was just 3 game! Where is
your dad when yon need him!'7!7?! Why isn't he out bere with you?!7!7 Why is he
still letting you endure all this nonsense™ 717! The world is spinning and falling
apart — and be doesn't even care!!!!

Then it is sall ...

Your so-called friends leave.

You look up and there he stands.
Your dad.

You look af him in part disbelief,
in part anger, in part despair and
2 whole unch of unhappy. But
instead of quistly waiting for him
o speak, your inpatience mounts
up and overflows. It emupts from
within® You wrant to know winy!!!
WHY didn't he come stop the bully ™7 Surely that bully was no match for him®
WHY didn't he come get thar ill zirl and handle ber too?!7? And boy oh boy.....
those thres boys who all ran when the bully showed up... WHY OH WHY didn't
he tell those boys the quit it or hit it lecture?!? He's dad. Mone of those problems
cnuldit.amll:ptn him_WH"'fdidnrhe infervene mstead of dissppearme while

ot as this boming quﬁnnnpm:: ﬁnm*ynu_htyﬁu hawe spent 3l your enerey.

Hs loaoks at yon and with a smile says, "In all you went thm you never once
tumed on me. You dida't speak ill of me. Yon dido't curse me. Yon stayed tme to
who I knew you were. Want to know where [ was™

Eagerly you say yes and nod your head so violently it looks like it may come
nnhinged from vour neck.

"I was out replacing vour suff my child. T love vou and don't want vou to do
without. Please come let me show yow."

How yon are given a bigger, better sandbox. One that nobody can 7et in to tear
stuff up unless vou or your dad give them permission. Twice as many new toys as
you had old ones. Your joy. retumed by the overflowing of blessings from your
dad, connurmes
what Job dealt with and also his reward for smying tue to God Femain faithfnl.

Be Job. Mot the tully.

Jason Wabh iz imohved in Prizon Minizory af The Summit Church in Morsanfon.

Christmas Card Project Article
By Steve Gunter
Mitchall-dvary County

Mayland Connoumity Collepe has an exciting new student
project that is helping spread holiday cheer throngh costom
Christmas cards feamring artwork by stodents. The Life
Works project is a nonprofit service lesming venfure operat-
ingz a5 3 sinmiated small business, allowing sdents with
infelleciual disakbilities to design, create, produce, market,
and sell their own handmade products m order to leam and practice valuable skills
and move foward greater independence. A set of beantiful cards for Christmas is
the latest product the group has put together.

The Life Works project mvolves students from the college's two new educa-
tional programs desizned for adults with mdld to moderate intellectaal disabilities
or similar challenges, These two educstional programs, called Life Skills and
oppormnities for the firture. Even better, both proerames are completaly free, with
class options available m Mitchell Axery, and Yancey Counties. Students from
these classes collaborate to operate the Life Works project.

The items produced throngh the project are sold at local festivals and com-
nmamnity evenis of donated fo local nonprofit panmners. Among the Life Warks
items created are fabric dog toys, pan&nm:mimmlhrtaleu,kwnngs,
and handcrafted fabrc pumpkins.
Creating the items allows students
to practce critical workplace skills
such as measurement, Counbing,
following step-by-step processes,
learn abput the commumnity
through donating items to bensfit
loical orpamizations and paim a
zemep of well-being from piving to
others. Plas, by salling items at lo-
cal events, studenis have an oppormnity to practice customer service skills such as
communicating effectively, making change, writing receipts, and operating their
OWD, Uligue mini-enterprise. Any proceeds from product sales are nsed o fumd
future products and to support additional educa-
nonal oppormunities for these adulf leamers.

“1 really enjoved doing the arowork, amd
I feel very confident abont noy pisces,” says
Crion Johnson, 8 project participant.

The zroup will be offering the cards for sale
in packs of ten, each one fesfuring 3 unigue
desipn. The set of ten cards will be awailahle
for zale before Thanksgiving for fifieen dollars
per pack. Maviand Becmiter Joyce Boone says,
“Buyers are going to be thrlled with these
reasures!”

For information sbout the Life Wooks project, ﬂmfreeedu.mm::.alpmgrmfnr
adutts with disabilities, or awy of the produacts available for sale, contact Virginia
Alvarado, Emplovability Specialist, at B28-766-1329 or valvarado@mayland edu.

Steve umter &5 the Dean of the Adult Education Prosram at Madand.

Sudoku
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Accentuate the Positive

By Cheryl Shuffier
Burke County

Heriftagze student places in poster contest

Lywia Tarpin, & seventh srader at Heritage Middle
School, placed second in the middle school division of te
2018 WC School Bus Safety Poster Confest. Her winning
eniry is posted on the School Bus Safety Website at wonw.
nchussafet_r.nrg The slogan for this year’s contest was

| trates this as well as incorporates smiley face
emajis and Bus Mo, 247 with a happy driver

Parents turn oot for Lights on After School
Families of the 215t Century grant pro-
gram at WA Young and Glen Alpine el-
ementary schoels came fogether at Glen
Alpine to celebrate the 17th annual Lights
on Afier School. This is a nationwide event
that celebrates afier-school programs and
their important role in the lives of students,
families and commmnitiss. as well az the
need for more quality programs for stodents
in the afrer-school setting 5taff Fom bMe You, and Some Gloe sssisted with art
stations set np for students to participate n unigoe art oppormnities, mchiding
glazing 3 light bulb omament to celebrate the canse. Every student recaived a free
pass to Me, You, and Some Glue, and participated m a raffle for a free glow-in-
the-dark T-chirt party - all donsted by MMe, Yoo, and Some Gloe. Missionary Bidge
densted food for event Site director of the Burke County Public Schoels™ 21st
Century program, Cindy Pendbeton said, “T appreciate our sponsors for this event
and everything they do to support us in making our program the best we can for
stndents and parsnts ™

Second grader:s make hats for a good canze
Second graders at Forest Hill Elementary

tion of goods by designing making and salling
felt hats and bookmarks They numed their profit
into 3 fimdraiser for a fellow stodent at Forest
Hill. A1l four second-grade classrooms partici-
pated in the project, which is becoming an znmumal |
event for the srade level. The smdents souoced
felt from a company in Asheville that recycles
plastic bottles to make the material The studsnts
alzo came up with their own patiem for the hats,
znd Opporfunity Threads in Drexsl nsed the
pattem to sew the hats together for the sdents.
The sdents then designed felt embellishments for ezch hat. The stndents also
desirned and crafied felt bookmarks. They sold their wares at the schools’ Spooky
Science Might on Oct. 27, Their profit tomled 5401, all of which they donsted o 3
first-grade student who has batied camcer

Former sindent is illusirator of Dr. Seuss bool
Children’s book illusirator Kame Eath
8 2007 graduate of Freedom High School,
refurned to Morganbon in late Ociober o
sutopraph copies of “Come on Onver to My
Hpusze." 3 book Dir. Seuss wrote and FKath
illustrated. Kath did a presentation at Biull
Elementary School for the students. giving
them a behind-the-scemes look ar what it's
like to illustrate children’s books. She also
talked to the students abont the anatomy of 2 book, how they are printed and gave
insight into how she comes ap with illustrations for characters in books. Eath's
visit inclnded a live drawing of a giraffephant - a combination of a giraffe and
an elephant, which was the smdents’ choice in what she should draw. Eath has a
master’s degree in illusration from Savannah College of Arts and Desizn and in
2013 won a Society of Children’s Books Wiriters and Nustrators scholarship. The
Dir. Senss estate liked her work enongh to choose her to illnstrate the re-relessa
of “Come on Crver fo MMy House ™ a story about how much kids from all over the
world have in common with each other. Kath now makes her home in Winston-
Salem

Garden Clhab helps beaufify North Liberty
Cuaker Meadow's Garden Chib conducts an
ammmal project with Worth Liberty School to
fill the school’s planters with pansies each fall.
Principal Lisa Ervin said they volunteer their
time and resources every year to help beantfy
the school grounds. Cuaker Meadows has done
this along with other projects for more than 24 I

Years.

Honors Calculus goes virtual

Homors Calculus stodents at Freedoon and
Diraughn high schools have 3 umiguee connec-
tion this year Freedoom Hizh marth teacher
Eelly Baker can be at one school and teach
stndents at the other throngh a virfual class-
room. A live camers fopd in the classrooms
erzzas the 14 miles betwesn the schools and
allows their honors calculus class to be one.

Eleven students from Draughn are in the class and 15 smdents from Freedom
are in the class. And they pever know which classroom Baker will pop up in in
person. "This is my first dme doing a virtesl class, ™ Baker szid. “5So far I am en-
Jjoving it. I work with 3 website called Padlet that allows all of the smdents in the
class to post a picture and tell a little about themselves. This information will only
be accessible to those in the class. It's definitely a leaming curve, but T am excited
to be a part of this class ™

Each class 1= taped snd saved for sdditional smdents whose schedules do not
allow them to meet with Baker at a set ime. Smdents from the four high schools
who have taken virfual classes at the STEAM Academyy thoough the BT School of
Srience and Math are accustomed to this type of leaming envirommenst.

Burke County Public Schools Superintendent Lamy Pumam said, “Today's
stadents are digital natives. They leam in different ways than we did and oot in
dasks in rows with a teacher lecturing from the front of the classroorm. This is ooe
way to fnlfill the need for a different leaming environment. Online classes allow
smdents Bexibility in when they mke the class, especially if it is only offered
one Tme 8 year of one semester. It allows for flexible schedales for a fifth period
class for, =3v 3 band student, who has a really tight schedule. It allows students to
inferact with other students from different high schools and experience a teacher
from 3 different high school. 3=, Baker is one of our best teachers and I love her
passion and energy &nd her love for teaching and that comes throush in person
and virmally.”

BCPS has offered virmal classes taught by its own teachers previoushy with an
ACT prep course and Personal Finance Pumam szid he bopes to be able to offer
more virmal classes soon

Tramsportation department paszses inspection

The Burke County Public Schools Trans-
portation Depariment received an 11.2 score
on the MC Depanment of Public Instmaction
manspomation inspecion. State mansporia-
tion officials mspectad the school system’s
fieet of 101 buses and each year assigns a
spore to help bus parapes rack oprovement
from one year to the next The low score iz
an indication of fewer defects found during
the inspection. Last vear's BCPS inspection score was 19,60, The average score
for the school districts in the Western region Last year was 24.00. BCPES Director
of Transportation John Cansler said there are 400 itemns on the state inspection
checklist that can park a bus and Burke's buses passed all checkpoints. “This
spore 15 one of the best in the state,” Cansler said “Tt is a reflection of cur staff at
the zarage. We have a great staff even thongh like most deparoments we are short
staffed. Onr poys care abput the safety of the smdents and the buses and this score
is a reflection of them ™ Cansler said Burke’s buses carry 5,300 students &, 500
miles a day. All are equipped with GPS tracking devices, 44 have stop-amm cam-
eras and seven new buses have seathelts with fonr more equipped with seathelts
expected for mext year.

Charyd Shffler is the Pubiic Relations Qfftcer for the Burke County Public School
Syatem.
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Ken- Ray Pools and Spas

2046 Burkemont Ave. Morganton, NC 28655
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Every New Miracle-Ear Solution Includes:
Free Lifetime Aftercare - Limited Warranty
100°% Satisfaction Guarantee

Call Now to Schedule your FREE Hearing Evaluation

Marlan Schnelder Chad Parker Wendy Watson
~ Hearing Instrumant Specialist Hearing Instrumant Spacialist Heanng Instrument Specialist

MORGANTOM
547 Banford Dr.
828.572-3982

BURMNSVILLE " LENOIR - MARION

362 Wesat US HWY 19E 210 Mulbarry St SW, Suite & 70 M. Main 5t&., Suite 1

828-548-3557 J 828-394-90564 82835440943

Visit: miracle-ear.com
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In the Nation, we’re more forgiving.

At Nationwide®, we believe drivers like you deserve
a break. That's why we offer Accident Forgiveness,

BURNSVILLE which means your rates won't go up because of an

5 Town Square accident. We put members first, because we don't
have shareholders. ®

(828)682-2325

SPRUCE PINE Join the Nation® of second chances.

12300 Hwy 226 South

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND Nationwide’

320 Linville Street Is on your side

(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADISON, ﬁ/\
BURKE Counties (TOLL FREE #)
(866)346-4202 R E N T

gassociates

il s A

ReginaHensley  Renee Woody  Cindy Shuford  Crystal Amold Dena Hensley Dusty Robinson  Emily Robinson
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commereial
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Products underwriten by Nationwice Mulual insurance Company and AMiiated Companies, Columbus, Ohloe Mot &l Naionwikde affilated companies are mulual com-
panies and naot all Matioraide members are insuwred by a mutual company.
Matiomaide, the Mabonwide N and Eagke, Mationwide |6 on your side, Join the Mation and We pul members first Decause we donT have sharenolders are Senvice marks
of Matiormide Mutual insurance Company. © 2046 NPR-0614MC.1 (11M1E)
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WE ARE cezeete mﬁff

THE FUTURE.

The Crossnore School and The Children’s Home are merging into one organization effective January 1, 2017,

Because together, we can seeee (Irrore of.

Corbin, age 9 and Camden, age &, [ in

ape and are part of a sibling
group of fise brothers.,
-

1 Cre'ﬂfu. \ E'. WS will be coming in the next few months. But for now, we wanted you to know that

we are working to serve more children in western North Carolina through our programs in residential
foster care, cnmmunlty-baaedfnster care, education, and out-patient therapies. For more information,
visit www.crossnoreschool.org

/"\-}l/\

CROSSNORE

school

100 DAR Drive | Crossnore, NC 28616
L (B28) 733-4305 = info@crossnoreschool.org & www.crossnoreschool.org
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY
You'll enjoy stimulating lectures, cultural activities,
sporting events, and educational opportunities.

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE
Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970

v
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