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Cazsie Tipton-Yorlk

he Damascus Road

By Cassie Tipton-York

In the scriptures, there are many recorded accounts of the miracles performed
bry Jesus during His earthly minisity. The Samaritan woman at the well (John 4),
the Centurion’s servant (Matt. £), the demomiac (Mark 5), and countless others
were changed and ransformed when they encountered the Son of the Living God.
Even Sanl of Tarsus (Acts 9, a Pharises who lived his life persecnting followers
of Jesns, had an eye-opening experience when he was blinded on the road to Dia-
mascus. The comversion of Saul, renamed Paul, shows
s how Jesus can even tum great wickedness around
for His glory and for the advancement of His kingdom.
Like Paul, everyone who knows Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior has a “Damascus road™ story. Althouzh
I kncwr now that the path fo my salvation was plomed
long before I was bom, my redemiption story goes like
this:

My Backstory

I grew up m Mitchell County, I did not have s perfect
perfect. I was an illemitimate child who was not preity
or exceptional in any way. I sought solace for the im-
perfections of my life in fendships and through social
arceptance, thinking that if other people liked me then
I st be worth something. I hid my feelings from everyone. My fear of failare,
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Behind the Addiction

By Joshua Wise

Asz a voung boy, I was very blessed I grew up in church and was expected o
be there every time the doors were open. My mother was the vouth lesder at Cane
Creek Bapfist Chorch and not only tanght the word of God o us, bof lived it too.
Ag z child noy mother grew up in a home where slcoholism was an issne, so it
was never tolerated or accepted in our home. As fime passed, and I was given
more freedom, I bezan to fall into the hand of peer pressure. As young teenag-
ers, we were allowed to start camping on
the weekends_ With this new found fresdom
came bad decisions. It started with steal-
ing aloohol from family members and later
led to dmag abuse. Teenagers often feel that
it's cool to drnk beer, higuor, etc... but I
can honestly say it was the beminning of
desmaction Destriction that lead to over
A tem year addiction for me Az the camp-
ing frips became more frequent so did my
habit. What used to take a few beers to make
me feel good, now was taking mnach, nmch
more. . and sad to say it just didn't give
me the high that it ooce did  Up untl this
point in moy life, T had had 2 good group of
friends. The kind of fiends that would last
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options to fit your nesds.

(B2B) 670-5665 |

Call today for an appointment.
WCWEC.COMm

Is your day interrupted with a frequent need to use the restroom?
Bladder control issues are not a normal part of aging. Ouwr specislists are here to help with treatment
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Half of all women
have fibroids by age 50.

Symptoms can include heavy or prolonged periods, frequent urination and pelvic
pressure. Our specialists are here to help with treatment options to fit your needs.

r‘

To talk about your symptoms and treatment options, schedule an
l appointment with Dr. Megan Daw atVWestern Carclina Women's

Specialty Center,

Call today for an appointment.
(828) 670-5665 | wcwsc.com
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Wedneaday - 7:00pm mam rayer 6:30PM Vegetarian Buffet after church
The tisslan of Spruce Fine Unied m Wednesday Wo are a smal, Christ-
Misthiseia Chisre o 1 b & b G0 Saé Band Praciios 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - cantarad family of believers and
-mmmmm:rm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Fducation, and Nururing Servica and Coming Again] www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy Creek Baptist Banner Elk Roan Mountain Missionary
e e maGanCamumy | |United Methodist Church| | BaPUSLChArch
828-437-1212 Py g mﬁ"""ﬂ'& o P.0. Box 668
www. grassyoraskbo.om BE3-E540 Bakersville NC 26705
L oo W Pastor: Dr. C. Timothy Fowler
Timothy Fortune & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker dip=d
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am Sunday School - 10:00
Sunday svening 6:30pm Sunday Schoal - 100 am Worship Service - 11:00
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 9:40 am Sunday Evening - 6230
Wednesday 6:30PM JLAM, (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Senvice - 11:00 am Biie Sudy - 7:00
Ei:'h-'tumunn -drm} 7:00pm| Mmﬁm Maefing - Mon, H::t p;m Trecnesday '
www.myhorizanchurch.ong Id-wesak worship F-00pm Meeting - Wed.
Transtorming Lives “Th Mitchell County UMY & UMM Veing - 2038 100 | [ 3 e e it o recaimed
The Power of Jesus Christ! may know Christ” Engish Ciasses - Tues. & Thars. § - 3pm and His Werd s belloved.
Behind the Addiction o

2 lifetime. But one night I chooss to go n 8 nmch worse direction. A distant
family member ssked me to balp hito frack down 2 deer that he had shot. Instead
of keeping mv plans with my high school buddies, I went with kimn  That night

I stared the face of Satan straight on. I was introduced to meth. He told me that
meth would make everything better, that life couldn’t zet amy better. ..and sure
enpugh I fielt like Superman (I was on top of the world). But that only lasted a
short time. Each time [ used, the effect just wasn't the same. Before I even real-
ized it, I was booked, I couldn't live withowur it. . .and a lot of it. Throughout the
next ten years, I lived each da].rfu{ﬂ:emuhgh.Iusa:iwhatEﬁHImquge:my
hamds on (pain pills, marijuana, cocaine etc.), chasing a high that T would never
reach again. I fonnd myself falling losing control of the things that nse to matter
to me. I stared a mother and father 3 sister and brother in the face that loved me
s wery much and could see the disappoinnment and hurt that I was cansing. But
no matter how much [ knew I was burting them, T just conld not overcome the
drive for that next kigh. Later, I was blessed with two special littls zirls. Sad to
say, I loved them. ..but my desire to stay high seemed to be more important. T
let ower 5 years pass by, missing out on some of the most important days of my
life. Addicion overshadowed how so very precious the birth, first steps, and
first wiords of my children were. My sin and addiction lead to the downdall of my
mammiage-- divorce. With all these memories taking place n ooy life I was losing
condrol. ... was in such a depressed state that I was ready to take my life. Ome
night. I came fo my mom's with all intennions of saying poodbye. I was higher
than I had ever been T left her honse and went next door to mine. T found myself
ontzide, left with no hope. . Screaming if thers is a GOD out there HEL P RIE!!
My mom came 3= gquick as she could, knowing that she would find her baby boy
dead She was at the poinot that all hope was gooe; she had prayed and praved-——
was od ever going o intervene. The next day God moved and when He moves
things start happening! As hard as it was, my brother and brother-in- and laar had
me imwoluntanly committed (thank God for their obedience). After nunming from
the law, wandering through the woods, it came to an end the night of Angast 10,
2015 I'was handruffed and tsken to Saint Joseph's Hospital in Asheville. For the
first time in 10 years, I felt free. Through many prayers, tears, and heartaches ooy

family’s prayers were being answered . A few weeks prior, my sister and brother-
in-law had imvited me to Bear Cresk Baptist Church to listen to Chris Allen zive
his testimomy. Of course, T declined their imvitaton, but they had continuad fo
keep In confact with Chris Allen. Chris Allen bad prayed with ooy family, and
asked that God work in haste. He had confinued 1o keep in contact with mry sister
and brother-in-law, offering help when I was ready. The time had come that I
was ready, and I knew that the help I needed would only come through God the
Father While spending 5 days in the bospiral, God had dealt with me and I was
ready for a new life, I was ready for Christian rehab. My brother-in-law contacred
Chris Allen for direction on what facilifies were ouf thers. He fold niv brother-
in-law, Scutheastern Caroling Crossroads, was his choice. He told us that Bruce
Cannon has helped establish this faciliy and he knew that God's hand was apon
it. Was be ever right!!! From the moment my fisst touchsd the ground of this
facility. .. God was moving. I felt his presence like never before. God helped me
z#nd he wsed me. [ expenenced a change in myself and was able to be a pant of
seping men being renewed, set free, and finding salvation for the first moe. Upon
reffecting back at the months leading to rehab, God was crchestrating His plan
for my life. He aligned the right people, cbhedient people, and the right resources
before us. God msakes no mistakes!!! Iam a living example. It's amazing that
God would allow someone like me who was 50 deep in sin, as far down in the val-
ley as someone could possibly be, to the wop of the moumtain. . overfiowing with
the sbundance of His mercy, His grace. His love. He has delivered me and T am
forever gratefinl. Why did God deliver me? Because He has a plan for my life.
& calbing. T kncrar that part of my plan is o ell my story. Psalms 400 7 waited
panently for the Lord, and he inclined unito me, and heard ry cry. He broughs
e wp alze out gf a horribie pit, oud gf the miry; clay, and sef wmy feet upon a rock,
and estabilished wmy goimes. And be kath put a rew somg in my mouth, @ven praise
vt orr G many shall fusi in the Lord. ™ He has established ooy goings, 1

Hm 3 0Ew cTesture, 3 new man, 4 dad to my girls. Oh what 2 blessing, Oh what

a Savior! He has restored my life, opened doors, and continuees to replendsh the
important things in life. He contimaes to add new foends (Christan friends),
advocates that uplift me and acknowledge that “all things are possible with God”.
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Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
beoh Baptist Church Baptist Church SB| | Baptist Church
e 327 Bear Croak Road
Phamirea, NC 10654 227 Wesl Bumsville Church Rd. 4868 Burkemont Rd.
i Bakersylle, NC 28705 Bumavllo, NG 28714 -NC 28655
— www.bearcreskbaptist.com (828)-682-3990 R28-437-2367
O s Reverend Bruce Cannon i mlﬂl "t“""
Lo G oo T owirgn 740pm Worship Service 10:45 AM Wmﬁﬁm"‘-
mwﬂwﬂh_ Discipleship 6:00 PM e ; e Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Wyt Evening Worship 6:45 PM nesduy Servios &:30 p.m 8:30u Worshi
:nmw-:n::um_p Wednesday Worship 7,30 PM mu::'n hul;nm 9-45am _‘% Bdugl
uumn%nmn-rm *For God so loved the world, he win tnthe and 11:00am - Worship
Firfaiuiacts; gave his only Son..” sityvical meeds of put chars md cameuniy. 6:00pm - Evening Worship
First Baptist Church of Burnsville Seventh— |  [Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien’s Spruce Pine day Adventist Church cmnul?t
Catholic Church ni 283 Crest View Road Micavile, NG 26755
695 Summit Street Spruce Pina, NC 28777 Bumsville, NC {B28)675-0284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 BZA-THS-0411 B28-6R2-TATE winw flen.org
Phona (828) T65-2224 w waw.ficnradin.ong
- = Pastor: David Gillespie
Sundey Mass 8:00 Dr. Rocky Branch .
mm Faith Formation T e ﬁ"mhw’ Sunday Schosl - 1:00 am
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- Sunday VWorship - 8:30 and 11:00 am Bite Shdy - 30 AM M?M'm
A<y Sabibath Worship - 1100 AM 'lhm;rﬂﬂt »
Tuesday Upper Room Had ha delighieth in his way."
| Fetowstip (Prayer Masting) Wed pm)| Pasim 37:23

Bakersville United

Methodist Church
119 S. Mitchell Avenus

Bakergville, NC 28705
BZ2B-TE5-9016

Pastors -
Dr. Louis H. Woodard,
Rev. Gene Lanier

Sunday School 11:00 AM
Moming Worship 10:00 AM

*Come grow with ua”

And I now knoar
4:13 "I can do
ail things throwgh
Chrizt which
Stremgthens me ™.
Addiction is one
of Satan’s mpst
powerfil tools,
bt T serve &

God that i omch
stronger. Dom't
allow doubt, fear,
and the world’s
statistics cloud
your thoughrs.
My farity prayed
and didn’t grve
up on God. . He
intervenad and I
am 3 living example of his merciful grace. I want everyone reading this amicle to
remember that “Thers is a difference between living and being alive™, We wake
up each day breathing and capable of performing life’s everyday responsibilities
or we Can wake up thankful and filled with the Holy Spixit, recognizing that be is
Eing and sble o meet our every need. As I end, I want to give special thanks to
Sontheastern Caroling Crossroads (010-549-8487), Pastor Diavid Chestont, Pas-
tor Brace Canmon, Chris Allen. a praying family, and above all my savior, Jesus
Christ

Josh Wize Iives in the Howk community in Mirckell Co. He works with Plonear
Cabinets and speaks confinvously fo help other addicts.

You can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know
where your church is and when yon meet by listing
in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible and
effective advertising is specially priced at $300.00 per
vear for our churches - approximately 35.75 a week!

Call us at §828-765-6800 ro enroll in
this important outreach effort.

| Am
By Timothy Eller
McDowall County

And God said unte Moses, T AM THAT T AM: and he said,
Thus shalt thou say wato the children of Trael, "TAM™ hath
sant me unfo you. Exodus 3:14 (ETV)

God made himself knoawn to Abraham and also to us
25 “T Am"™ this i= 3 conumon wsed term for God m the Old
and Mew Testaments. The Hebrew word for this term is “hayah™, which simply
means “T will be™. The Greek word for this is “eimi™ — this name means, be who
abways was, and is, and always will be.

Explicitly Jesus is the physical manifestation of the “I AM™ of the Old Testa-
ment i the flash. This God was the one who made promises to Moses and hasg
made prommizes fous during his Earthly Ministy. JFesns is our “TAM™ When we
ask whe will comfort ns, who wall be our friend, who will be oor connsalor, who
will be pur protector and provider” He replies, I always was and abaays will be
everything you nesd

Jezus 18 everything you need in this Mewr Year.

Tim Eller graduated from Caroling Graduare Schoel of Divinily and has bean
imvahed in prison and jail mivisty for the past fiftee years. Currently he iz
aperaiing in the capacity af a sevant of Jesus Christ

Therefore {f any man be i Chrise, fve ©5 @ mew creatre: old things are
paszed away; behold, oIl things are become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

www brenews. com
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You Can Live Conflict-Free
Byw Joyce hlaver

Can you think of 3 Tne when you had an ongoing issue
with someone in your lifeT Thea just when you thought
vou conddo 't rake another minute, God asked vow o hang
in there one meore ome apd not gve upT

Maybe vou've thought God, I have beld my tonsue and
kept a good atdmde with thes person 50 many fmes. and
now You want me to play the peacemaker again® This 13 just too much to azk!

Grod calls each one of us to be an mestmonent of His peace. Many omes this
mezns being the first to ask forgivensss or sockimg with someone who has mied
our patience over snd over again

Thesa siiuatons are perfect oppormunites God will nse o build cur character,
because He can use othar people to be the “sapdpaper™ that smiooths down the
rough edzes in our persoaality

Yion're probably familiar with Maghew 18:21-22 (AMPC), Peter asked Jesus
how many tmes ke had to forgive someone whe sipped against him. I'm sure
he thoughr be was being gensrons when be satd, “Up to seven tdmes ™" Bur Jesus
awswerad Peter by saying, "Nor up o seven mmes, dut seventy mmes seven.

Yo sae, (rod 15 2sking us to be lonzsnffering with the people in our Lives. He
wants us to go the enra mile and stay detsmuived to do the righe thing. even when
ather peopla do the wrong thing And I hawve Sond that it's alieost anpossibles to
stay in confiics with somsone If you rafnse o argus!

Chvar the years, the Lord has nsed noy mamiaze to teach me important lessons in
this area. [ can vividly remsmber ope oocasion whan my bushand, Deve, and T had
been arguing, and afrerward, the Lord spoke to wy heart and satd, “T want vou 1o
2o apologize and ask for his forgiveness.”™

Isaid “But God, ke starmed ! Dave should be the first owe 1o say ke's sommy!”

The Lord was asking 1me 1o be the peacemaker, regardless of what Dave did
or dide’r do. He wanred me o see how taking fhis acoon brings wdny and allows
Him 1o bring bealing in our relanonships.

Comversaly, if we always wait for the other persen to spologize or be the peaca-
makar, we actually harm ourselves and hinder the potential for peace.

The Lord metacts ws to pursne peacs with others and “seak it sageriv” [1 Petar
3211 ADIEC) Ir's not abaways easy, bat 25 wa take steps o follow God's Word in
this area, it opens the deor for Him to bless us in so many wavs.

Oz of oy faverite examplas is the story of Abraham and bos zephew Lot
Crapesis chapter 13 talls us how they each had a remendons muaaber of livestock.
In fact, their possessions were 50 great thaf there wasn't enconzh Lland for both of
them and it inevitably lad 1o smife. Bur look at how Abrabam handled the sitea-
o

"Abram savd to Lov, Ler there be mo sofe, T beg of vou, betwoen vou and me, or
Baenwaeen your herdsmen and sy herdrmen, for we are reldanves. I naf the whole

Tand bgfore you? Separate yourself I heg of vou, from me [fyvou rake the lgft
Fand, then Twill go to the mighis ar [fyou choase the right hand, then Twill go o
rhe lgft” ({enesis 13:5-0 AMBC)

Becanse of Abraham’s willingness to keep peace o the family, the Lord blessed
him abundantly: In verses 14-17, God savs to Abraham:

“Lift up now vour @ves and Jook from the place where you ane._ for all the land
whiich vou see I will give fo you and ro your posteriny forever: And Iwill make
your descendants (ke the dust of the garti, so that [Fa man cowld count the dust
af the earth, then cowld vour descendanis alzo be counted. Arise, walk through the
land, the length af ir and the breadth af it for Twill ghe it fe you ™

I encouraze von to apply this leszon to your own lifa. Bavbe somebody's rying
to stir up sirife aod you fod vourself in a simation like Abrabam’s. If s0, let peace
bz with yvou, even if you know you're right.

Mo person or relationship is perfect, and there will abways be things o work
trough. Howevar, when vou mske a fimm decision to pursue peace, you can
guench the spint of smife and put a stop to conflicts before they ever really begin.

And rememnber, even if po ooe else notces, God always szes. And wheo you
choose to do what's rzht because it's nzht He will reward vou o some of the
most marvelous ways.

Jovee Maver 15 a New Tork Times besoelling aurhor and founder of Jovee Meyar
Miniztries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 boolz, inciuding Barlefield of
the Mind and Overioad: How fo Unplug, Unitnd and Undeash Tourse(f from the
FPrezscure of Stress (Hachersel. She hosts the Exjaving Evervday Life radio and ITT
orpgranes, Which mir on hundreds af stafions woridhatde. For morg npformation,
VESH WHWW JOVCERE e ovE.

STEEL TRUSSES

Pole Barns, Carports & Garages
SALES & INSTALLATION

828-413-4201

416 E. Fleming Dir. * Morganton, T 28855 = wwnw stmoudsbuilding supply. coan

A, A A . A
AR Al A gl g e
NOW
Official 5 Star Medicare Facility

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
765-7295

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

* Occupational Therapy In-House

* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour
| 7 Days a Week

» Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

* Call us for Reservation Program

Call to Schedule a Tour
or Step By Today!
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Drug Use

Fev. Bruce Canncn
Mirchell County

Tha headlmees are termihla! Diag use is up across the
nafon and tsup in Maorth Camoling,

* Four IWorth Caroliza fowns make the natonal tap 23
list for opioid sbusze (1)

= Waarly 16,000 people die every yesr from prescrip-
oo dmig everdose. (1)

= Haroin deaths in our state kave skyrockesed more than 384 percant. (3}

= Mearly ooe out of every thres opioid prescriptioas, mnsured by employers. is
bang sbuzad (4)

* Appromimately & percent of Morth Carolina residsnts reported past-month nse
of illicit dmgzs. (5)

Dimg and alcobol nse and sbuss dees so many bad thupgs to the person us-
ing and to their family. It bavknprs fandlies either by the neer acmally taking
money desiznatsd for food, bills. etc. and using it o parchase drags or by the
thef and sale of family assets to support their addicdon. It is the leading canse of
imprisomnenr in Worth Caroling and padonwide. It is 2 leading culprit in mearisal
breakup. Dz and alcoheol addicton robs children of feod and proper housing

Alcohol aond dmig use smong emplovess and their family members can be an
expensive problem for business spd indusoy, with issues rapging fon lost pro-
ductivity, shsentesism, inuries, fatalides, the® and low emploves morale, o an
increase in health care, legal liabilides and workers" comupensation costs, (6)
The problam has now reached eprdenuc propormions io Mok Carelins apd aroand
our naton! The quastion that minst be answerad by evaryone is: what are ws go-
ingz to do abour it? There is not epowgh prison spacs available, nor can we uild
apongh prison cells, o houss those who will need to be incarcersted if our society
contnpss o breakdown and does not address s problem bead-on

Crpiodd prescripticns mnest kave more resmicnons apd hmitations placed upon
them. MWearly ooe ouf of every threa (32 percaent) opioid prescriptioas, which sre
snbsidized by America’s employers, is bamg sbusad. (7)) We shmply capnot con-
fimae to write prescriptions for mass doses of opiedds and not mamtam very smct
conmol aover their dismibuton. These dmes end up oo the streers way too easily!

Help is available to those souggling with addiction and to their families. Ba-
ginning on Thoarsday, Faonary 5th 7:00pm Bear Creek Bapust Chuach, 327 Bear
Craek Church Foad, Bakersville, will begim offering Celsbrats Fecovery. Ses-
zions will be hald each Thrsday nizhe for males, females and famdly members.
For more mformaton pleasze feel free to contact the Church ar B28-6858-2331
Peferancas:
(1) mrrpsSumencom 200 8/04 204-ne-towns-in-fop- 2 0-national - fer-apioid-
abusa-sindy s’
{2) Ihid
(3) Ihid.
(4} Ihid.
{5 Regps: S whitehouse goveSites defulifiles docs/State_profite_-_north_car-
aiina.pdql
(&) hrmos:Saww ncadd orgdabout-addicion addiction-update drugs-and-alcehal-
m-the-workplace
{71 hitocSwane castiiphsheaith. comyorezr-releases mew-iudy-neveals- 3 2-parcent-
gftratal-opoid-prescripiions-are-baimg-abused/

- Stillin Need of Frayer

Rev Bruce Cannon ciomently sevves as e Senior Pastor gf Bear Creek Baprisi
Church mi Bakernville  Formerly ha served az Director of Missions for the Bladen

Bapnsit Arzociation and Ras sermved on the Seneral Board of the Baprist Stare Can-

vanmian gf Morth Careling,
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Frapklin Graham

Aswe close put 2004 and begm 2 new year fesh. 1
wan? fo =3y thank yon for the support vou have provided
tharowsh vour prayers and vour financial gifes I look back
over the year and thank God for the incredible appar-
mumity to 2o to Al 50 sates stand on the capitel steps.
share the ospel, and call teas and fews of thousands of
pople to prayer It was amwazing. Wever did we drezm
there wiounld be suchk 2 harvest of souls af these rallies. We
wouldn't have been able to do this withont you standing with us. And ves—God
HOSWETS praver!

The need for prayer for our nation dida's end with an election, 3 new adominis-
waten in Washingron, or & new vear America stll needs the messags of “Tepen-
tapce thar leads to salvadon™ (2 Connthians 7:10, ESW. We are lpoking ar going
back to all 30 stares 1o the pent few vears. In Bay, we will start with the Diecizion
Amearica 2017 Tennaszsee Tour, zaing to four cines—Chamanooza, Murfreesharo,
Tackson, and Bemphis. And then in the fall, we will 2o to sevean cities across the
Lons Srar State with the Decizion Americz 2007 Texz: Tour These are one-wmight
avents, samranns each region with the bope of the Gospel snd a call to praver sud
TEpEntance.

This iz a time of both great oppornouty and remendous challenge for our wa-
tion. By the tme yvoun read this lefer, we will be preparing for the insuzoration
of & new prestdent who has & clear vision for America’s fumre. As Claistzns, we
have a responsibility to pray for our prestdent, vice prasident, and wew leadership
in Washingron, thar they will look to Him for wizsdom and dirsction. The Bible
directs ws that “pravers, intercessions. and thanksgivings be made .. for kings
znd all whe are in high posifions. that we mav lead a peaceful and quiet Iife. godly
znd dizmifiad in everv way. This is good, and it 1= pleasing in the sight of God oor
Saviar™ (1 Tonothy 2:1-37.

In addition to Dectsion America 2017, wa have a fll slate of Crusades across
Worth Armerica and around the world. In February I will hold 2 Crusade in San
Tz, Pusrto Fico. This istand. & U5 termitory, is facing su epidands of dmug
abuse. cormaption, and poverty, Will you be praving for an outpouring of the Hely
Spirit and that bearts thers will be open fo the Gospal? “It is the power of God for
salvation™ (Fomans 1:16).

Hundreds of thousands of people o the 175, and aronnd the world told vs that
they made 2 life-changing dectzion for Chrst during 2016 23 a resuls of the min-
izmies of the Billy Graham Evangelistc Associztion We thack God for each and
avery one—and we give Him the glory! We conldn™t do thas work withowt vour
faithfal prayers and gifts. I am deeply grateful for vour parmership in the Gospel

May God wie you m His sarvice in this newy yvear!

Faverend Frankiin Graham is Presidenr and CEQ af the Billy Grakam Evan-
galisfic Associntion and gf Samaritan & Purse, an imi@nanonal Chrisiian religf

| organization.

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Welcomes You to

CELEBRATE
RECOVERY

Christ and Biblical Based Program

{Hope and Help for Men, Women, and Families Suffering From Addiction )

For Additional Information:
Call:
Bear Creek Baptist Church Office:
828-688-4331
Joshua Wise: §28-3585-0061

wwrw brenews. com
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oy feelings of worthlessness, and my self-loathing were all carefully ucked away
behind a mask of laughter which I had been forging from birth to cover my weak-
ness and msecuTity.

Towards the end of my senior year in hizgh school, my fears of inadequacy
zained sigmificant momenmm as I was preparing for the next phase of my life.
Although I had been accepted fo college, I was more frightened of faihare than
ever before. It was during this time that I made 3 fatefnl mistake; I started drink-
g with some of nrv friends from school. Aloohol offered a long-awaited refuge
fo my fiesr and pain, and like most people who have problems with addiction, T
was good at dnpking. Drmking gave me false courage and I used it to mmster ap
the nerve to go on to school as was expecied of me. Shortly after moving into the
dom, I started smoking manjuana and thus begon my descent into drg addic-
fion. Within two years, [ flunked out of school, I started using methamphetamine,
and I got in trouble with the law. I sought h&h:ﬂlr:rughps_'.rchlatrymddrug rehah;
however, neither worked and I contmeed to use.

Crer the course of the pext fifieen years, I mied w forge a life for morself ont of
the chaps of addiction by zetiing married and having children Although I man-
aped to stay clean while I was premmant, having children did not stop my dmug e
and mry addiction just kept getting worse. By the time by youngest child turned
tara wears old, Iwas using OeyContin on a daily basis and methamphetming
whenever I could. After my marriage fell apart, during my sscond attempt 3t man-
aging my sddiction through methsdone maintenance, [ started attending 2 local
chuoch with my parents. Iwas stll abosing drugs, I had o open case with TS5,
along with other assorted problems associated with my addiction, and I went to
chuch hoping God wounld take all the negativity ont of ny life. Althonzgh I wanted
God to remove all the bad, unwanted aspects of my life, I did not want to give up
what had become my life: petting and wsing dozs. What I did not realize at the
fmme was that Grod was working; but for my life to zet befter, it was going to have
fo gei worse. [ was not ready to zive up the dmgs.

Gradnally, bowever profomndly, nny addiction cost me everything: my mamsage,
my possessions, my self-respect, and evenmally my children. Once TS5 stepped
in and remerved my children from the home I mads one last feshle attempt to gt
clean in an mmpatient detox and relabilitation center. I no longer belisved that 1
could ever go back to living a normal, clean life, therefore, [ did not believe that
this stay would “fix™ me, just 35 the other amempis at getting clean had not worked
in the past Meedless to say, even though I leamed some new things about myself
and oy addiction, this stay was no different than the rest, it did pot change me.
Utterly bopeless and desperate fo escape, I cut all remaining tes with the people
who showed any concem for me and I set out to desmmoy myself Living oat of
2 backpack on the sireet, staying with whoewver wounld put me up for the night
without awy regards for oy personal safery. I was consuming more drugs than
ever, living the life of a reprobate. I did not have any intentions of refuming to the
lifie and the people I had known, I never thonght I wonld see my children or noy
family azzin but the LORD had somethmg else in mind

The Road to Damascas

I am sure the Apostie Paul, and probably most amvone who encounters Christ
at spmve point in thedr life, thought nothmg special would happsn on that day, or
on that joumney, ot when the Lord shows up, He shows up i a big way. For Saul
(Faml), be was on his way to Damascus o pundsh followers of Fesns Christ when
the voice of the Lord spoke to him and then he was rendered blind for three days
(Acts 9. For me I thought I had besen forgpotten by God, an outcast and menace
of society, an individual without hope who was destined o die in their addiction.
That iz when the Lord Jesus Christ stepped in and changed my Life forever

I'll mever forget the knock of infervention on the door of the bome of which
I happened to e, “Cassie. we know vou are in there 50 might a5 well come on
ont.” Well, T thowght it is finally over. Mo more ninming, no more hidmg what-
ever happens next has to be better than this. I grabbed the couple of backpacks
which held the few possessions I had left, and I stepped ont the door to face the
consequences of my actions. Four members of the Yancey County police depart-
mEent Wele Waiting fo fake me into custedy, and as they put me in the car, an
inexplicable relief washed over me. Own the way to the police station, I thonght
about the choices I had made that led fo this event, and guite honestly, I was sur-
prised that this was to be the end of my nunning, rather than the death I had been
so actively seeking I did not care what happened next, at least the life I had been
lwing was over

I had been in jail for about thres weeks—- the dmgs were out of my system,
when the moment I had been dreading was upon me, the moment when T would
hawe to face all the mistskes [ had mades I did not have anything to mazk oy
feelings, no pills snd no meth, caly the raw, undiluted tmth of what all T kad
done. The weight of my sins, the guils, the shame. and the sormow coushed me
inbo oblivion, but it was in that moment of brokenmess that 1 met Jesus. In what
seemned almost like a dream. where fime has no meaninz, He was there; I conld
feel His presence. He revealed to me in that cell that alihough the burden of sim
is heavy and the punishment for sin is death, He already bore ory sin to Cabeary
and died on a cToss to pay my debi. Jesns Christ changed my life in a jail cell m
Yancey County, and from the moment He showed me the outh, noy life has not
been the same. Althongh T had lost all faith in myself Twas grven faith in a power
greater than myself bry the One who spoke creation into existence, my Savior, my
Bedeemer, snd nyy Friend, Tesus Christ.

A New Life in Christ

Onzar the 1=t six vears, God kas muly blessed my life. First of 2ll, T am a living
wimess to the love, the mercy, and the power of God. T am blessed to be an en-
couragement 1o those who have loved ones suffering from addiction and a beacon
for those who may be seeking belp themselves. What Jesus has done for me also
seTves a5 3 reminder that although the world may try to discount His existence,
He is still very mmch alive and performing miracles the same a5 always. He is e

and faithfil to His Word, He came 1o seek and save those thar are lost, choosmg
the foplish of this world to confound the wise and the weak to confound the things
which are mighty (1 Connthizns 1-27). When you put vour faith and st im Him
vou can doe all things through His power and His strength (Luke 1:37), even owver-
come addictions that seem impassible to defeat

Mot only have I been clesn and sober since the Lord changed my life, I have
been granted 3 new life m Christ. In 2012, I regzined custody of oy children and
Fod has restored and renewed my relatonship with them and my other family
members. [ have also been recently blessed with teo more children that I acquired
when I marmied my busband in Movember of last year, 3 man who also happens to
be another one of God's mitaculous conversions.

When the Lord changed oy life, He gave me a heart of service and a buming
desire to help others like nryself. I felt led to go back to school so that I could par-
sue 3 career in substance gbuse treaoment. In 2015, I pradusted from the Human
Services program at Mayland Comovanity College where I pamed my A ssoci-
zies in Applied Science degree in Human Services Technology. Among Mayland
scholarship recipients, I was honored to be chosen by Mayland's scholarship
committes to speak at DV E_E_ A WM. Diay (Dreams Realized Every Day AT Mayviand
Dray)y, and I was recosnized by the faculty at Mayland as an outstanding gradu-
gt for both my academic and leadership skills. At the beminning of this month, T
started my last semester at Lees-McRae College where [ am eaming my Bachelors
in Applied Science in Human Services. I ourently hold 2 4.0 GPA and I infend 1o
evenmally pursue my Masters in Addictions Counseling.

Like each one who is a redeemed child of God, we all have a coaversion story.
We were all dead in our mespasses and sins untl the Lord Fesns opened our
blinded eyes and wrote His truth on our hearts. I am sure I will never come close
1o being as imfluential as the Apostle Paul, the only similarities we share is being
chased down by 3 Holy God despite the mammitmde of our sin [ knowy that it is
only by His love, His grace. and His mercy, that T am whers I am today. Although
may life iz =tll fraught with obstacles and T =60l lack faith in myself, T have com-
plete faith that the One who called me out of the derkness will finish His good
work in me until He calls me homse, or when the moopes sounds at His glomious
COming.

Thergfore, {f amy man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old rhings are pazsed
awdy; dehald, @l things are become maw. I Corinthians 517

Ifthe Son thergfore shall make you free, 1@ shall be fhee indeed. Tobm B:36

Cassie iz contimang her aducation and working part fime with the Mitchall Co.
Chambar:

Tea, chomgh Iwalk throngh the valley of the shadow of dearh, I will fear ne evil:
Jor thon ard with me; thy rod and thy stgff they comyfard me. Psalms 23:4
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A Time for All Ages
By Dioug Harrall

T everything there & a season, and a fime o avery
purpase under the heaven. 4 time to be born, and a tima
fo die; a tima to plant, and a time fo pluck wp that which
iz planted. 4 tme fo L, and a fime to heal: a tima 1o
brwak down, and a time fo build up, 4 time to weep, and
a e to laueh; @ iime fo mourn, and a tine fo danca;
A fime o cast away stonas, and a dme fo Saiiar Stones
fogether; a time fo embrace, and a fime to ngfrain from
embracing; A time fo gef, and a fime fo loze; a time fo keep, and a time fo cast
ey 4 fme fo revd, and @ fme fo sew a time fo keep silence, and a fme to
speak; A time to love, and a time fo hate; a fime of war: and a time of peace. ™
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

We have just finished most of our Christmas Celebratons and just a couple of
more days nnil the MNew Year molls m. Most of our family has rotated through
rather than being bere a1l af cne time. Those days when we had the larze crowds
are probably gone for good, with the famdly expanding. new brides, new grooms
and new great grandchildren bere and probably more in the pear fure. As the
seasons of life chapge. the ebb and fow of families also changes. Aftdmes, I
really miss the days when all the children then the children and their mates weare
bere on the holidays. I hawe watched what happened with Mother and Diad as we
children prew up, marmried and had our own children; we started cresting cur owm
family traditions and occasions, and Mother and Diad were not 25 hig a part a5
they once were.

As we move throngh life and the changes come, we Can either emnbrace the
changes or be biter and resentful . 1 am stll leaming to make the embrace nmach
more powerful than the resentment leaming to love the new rather be mad ar the
changze Life is muly too short to be sad and down wodden when things don't go
as we might like.

Christas Dhay was a time for reflection here on Harrell Hill, We had our grand-
daughter Geneva, whe is four, snd my mother Geneva, who is ninery-two, with
ns. Abount 5:30 AM little Geneva woke up and we let ber open her stocking and
gifts and sbout §:30 mother = |
Geneva woke and we did the ] :
same for her. The joy that both
of them exhibited was truly re-
freshing as they expressed gles
over the new foumd measuras
that had been provided. Ower
that bours” time I had flash-
backs of the momings around
the fireplace at Mother and
DCrad’s as we four children were
s excited about Samts Clans
and what he had bronght us. It
nsually was mot a lot n foday's
ferms, but we were Certainly
blessed with the love and car-
ing that was provided. I med
again to look at Christmas
morming through the eyes of
the fouar yesar old, the eyes of the seventy three year old, and the eyes of the minety
two year old. As a seventy three year old, the tue meaning of Christmas was
more oo my mind than the presents under the tree or in the stocking. Even litle
Geneva made several comments about it being Jesus birthday and that she was
glad she was a Chrstian. At ber age [ have to compliment her parents for teach-
g her those things becanse I am not really sure that she has reached enongh rma-
turity 1o really understand. but what do I know! 1am not sure what it looked like
from the eves of a ninety toro vesr old, but I could ses signs of joy and also signg
of sadness and lomeliness in Mother’s eyes. She made the statemnent several times
that it was hard and T can only imagine what life wonld be like to have lost your
mate of almost seventy yvears, @ fesl like you were no longer an inteszal part of
the activity that was taking place
around you. To not really be able
fo maintain a conversation thread
for more than a few moments,
really not know what was taking
place with children, sramdchildren
g:eatgrgndthﬂthmmdgrurguat
grandchildren

Ac T look foreard to the Mew
Year, I hope I am able to place
nryvself n the shoes of the four
year obd and the ninery two vear
old and show love and compassion
for all those of all ages around me.
It is so easy to get anzry and fos-
irated with both ends of the spec-
fmum, and also the middie at fmes.
I look at how children are baing
freated today, sometimes with no
lowe, no discipline and no teach-
ings of the real meaning of life
is ;0 mamy cases. As [ write this

continued on page 13

My Answer

Encourage vour children to give thanks, especially for
Jesns

J: I've decided that the hardest thing about Chrisnmas is
gatting our four children to write thank you notes afterward.
Am [ expecning too much of them? T admit T get rirad of try-
ing to get them o do this. — Mrs. 5.G.

A: T suspect many parents conld echoe vour frusration! Afier
all, expressing thanks doesn’t come naturally to most children; it's something they
have to learn. And if they don’t, they Il most likely be selfish and mconsiderate
the rest of their lives.

This is why I hope you'll keep urging your children to write thank-you notes
for the mifts they ve received (o to express their thanks in other ways — a phone
call or email, for example). Take time also to explain why it"s important to thank
people fior what they've done forus. It's not just A social custom or 8 mstter of
coumesy; it's 3 way to belp us look beyond ourselves. and to be gratafiol for the
love of others. The Bible says, "D nothing out of se[fish ambition. ... Rather in
Fumility value others above yourselves " (Philippians 2:3).

Pemember too that our children leam not oaly through what we tell them, bt
through what we do. Is your life characterized by "an anitnde of gradmde"? Is
thankfilness a sincere part of your life every dayT The Bible says, "Give thanks in
all circumstances ™ (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

Most of all, however, encourage your children to give thanks for the greatest
gift any of us can ever receive — the gift of God's own Son, Jesus Christ, Chrisz-
mas is over for this year — but shouldn®t Chrisonaes be part of our lives every
dary, a5 we thank (od for sending His Son mto the world for our salvation? Make
Christ the center of vour famiky s life during this coming vear.

Seek Christ's assistance to Lift von out of despair

: T aharays feel kind of depressed after Christruas, and I've never been shle to
fizurs ont why. It wsually mkes weeks and weeks for me to begin fesling nomal.
Why is this? — MBI,

A:T'm not 2 psychelogist, of coarse — but I've noticed that soone people do tend
to feel somewhat "down o the dumps" afier they ve been very busy. It's not just
physical exhanstion (although that may be part of it); often it"s emotional exhans-
tion a5 well.

I often think of Elijah in the Old Testament. He was one of God's greatest
propheis and 3 man of deep faith, and be had experienced God's provision during
very difficult times. In one of the most dramatic scenes in the Bible, Elijah con-
fronted lundreds of pagan priests who dented God — and God rewarded Elijah's
faith by answering his prayers and rejecting those of his opponents. (Yoo can read
shout this in chapeer 18 of 1 Kings.)

And yet invnediately afterorard Elijah became depressed, snd even asked God
to take his kLife. Why? One reason was because be was physically depleted (the
first thing God provided for him was food and rest). But he was also emotionally
and spirimally drained, feeling he had failed becanse the king and queen refused
to give up their opposition o God.

I don't know, of course, what your experience has been during the holidays. But
get rest if you need it (and seek to conirol your schedule mext year). Most of all,
ask God to help vou recover the tee meaning of the Chrisomas season the com-
ing of Jesus Christ into the world for our salvaton. Cpen vour mind and heart o
Christ, and allcar His lowe to saturate your soul. The Bible says, "Sef your hearts
on things above, where Christ is, . not on eartidy things " (Colossians 3:1-2)

CH XX
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The Enemy Within
By Paula Holtsclaw

As T sit in my office glancing out the window I s=e a
-up; I recognize the mdividusl o the car as one of

our clients. She is a beautifol girl in her mid-twenties. She
hesitates to get out of her car and I see she is cryving. She
has two passengers in the car with her— one she has known
& long time and his name is Drug Addiction. He is telling
her not to go info Sodial Services. He fells her that she will
fail her drug screen becanse she is doing meth. He tells her that her children wrill
remain in foster care. He fells ber that the Workers m that building are against
her. He talls her that her parents hawe mrned theit backs on her and she disgusts
them Drug Addiction tells her ke is the only thing she can count on. He tells
her to pull out and leave However, in a soft voice the passenger in the back seat
speaks and tells her to zo into my bailding He tells her that he has wamiors mside
who will belp her. He tells her that his warriors will not jndze her becsuse they
hawe faced their own demvons n life. He tells her those warmiors will help ber up
when she stumbles, will work to get her children back to ber, and will give her
every resource available to get her on ber feet. He tells her that ber family lowes
ber no matter what becanse parents never siop loving their children. He tells her
he knows this becamse all his children have let him down many many imes and he
always forgives them and never stops loving them. The passenger in the hack tells
her she haz never been alons— that he will never leave her He tells her that Dimz
Addiction is no match for his lowve for her. In thet moment. she feals no jode-
ment There is oo hatred. There is no condemnaton. There is just 3 peace. In that
monnent, she makes a choice and, as [ watch, she heads toward the doors of Social
Services. As she is walking in the door she feels a hand take hers and she knows
that it's ber back-seat passenger. She feels his strenzth and she whispers to him— I
Enow that you've got this Lord!!

It's the start of 3 new year and with that comes the belief that we can start a-
fresh and wipe the slate clean of all the had that happened to ns last vear. There
is & hope inside of us that the Wew Year will bring ws exciing things. I believa
that staternent to be ttue— a new year can be a fresh stant and a chance to change
your life. Bvery day at Social Services we see those who are stmzgling with the
deman of dmz addicton and day after day we see that demon take awsy every-
thing they have. We see the loss of jobs, homes, family, and their own precions
children. "We see the total devastation that comes with the use of dmgs. However,
there is hope for those stuggeling with that Demon and, as long as there is breath
in your body, you can changs your life. I believe that hope comes from the Load
and His presence m your life will overcome anything. The Lord has put His ser-
vants at Social Services to help those with drug addictions by helping them zet the
resources they need to get clean, to get jobs, and fo get their children back hoome
with them. Those servants will do everything they can to help vou they need is
for you to want o help yourself. There is no obstacle too big for the Lord and I
hawe never seen anyone not moceed when they have the Lord foremost in their
Life. Ewvery success story we have at Social Services is attributed to that person’s
farth. Twounld say to those battling this demon of drug addiction, “yon are not
alone— the Lord is with yon and be will never lesve you, not even in your darkest
shamefnl hour™ He has His wamiors in place to belp you fight your battles and all
yon kave to do is tmst in Him. This year is your year to turn your life aroumd and
take back what dmg addiction has taken away. This is your year to Zet resonsnt
and zet clean. This is your year to look in the mimmor and be proud of what you
see. This is your year!

Paula is the Director af the Mitchell Co. Dept. of Social Services.

Ewe Me Jesus
By Rick and Cindy Mercer

W are told that ope day there will be no
more tears, sormow of sadoess. I long for dhat
day. Ifyou have ever bad the carpet pulled out
from under your feet, or maybe even stood by
helplesshy as you watched a friend or famdly
member soiezle. you oo protably nnderstand
the desire for a fresh new start or just a better
warld o live in.

Unformnately, there are plenty of distractions
in this wortd that can "de-rail™ sy of us af amy
given moment. And what if one of twose "disractions" crippbs us to the pomt duat we
lose mteract oy our ok, our family or even life itself e have becomie all oo familisr
with anothes word for these disoractions. _or addictions 2 it is refemad too ofien.

Addictions are prasent in a puktmde of categores. We could even name humdreds
of addictions in this given article. But rather than imundate ourselves with "the list"._it
SESINS MOTe Appropriste t0 steer our thinking to the overcoming of the addictoas.

Allonw me to illostrate throngh a story [ heard some time ago.

There was on old raveling preacher that was gring fiom one mountam town o the
pext. He would dilizenily march forward o eagerly do his part in shanne the mospsl
with a5 memny people as possible before the winger set in, Unformately, be zot canght
in & had winger storm snd lost bis way.

The pastor now lay in the _:
bitter cold snow, smgpling for
his life. Then thankfully, slong
came Mountain Bob. He was
numning his maps and discow-
ered the almost frozen o death
preacher. He thresy him over
his shonbder and camied him 1o
his warm cabin  Wountain Bob
began to nurse the preacher’s
wonnds, doing everything be
conld to sawe his life.

The pood news is that the fraveling preacher was getting stronger and stronger each
day. He conld hardly contain his excitement as he prepared o lasve Momtain Bab's
cabin smd refurn 1o e tack be originally set ot to do.

But the bad news is they were snowed in for the winter. It siply was not safe for
the preacher to sef out oo foot to mavel to the next monntzin fown. His only choice
was o stay. As tme passed the preacher and MMountzin Bob became very good
friends.

As 3 mtter of fact, everything was going great untl Mountain Bob got robbed.
Yes, robbed by Little critters called mats. Yo see Mountin Bob liked to svoke .3
lot. He would take his tobacoo and roll his dgareties i the thin Gitle paper. Buost the
rats mor meo bis rolling paper and left it in twy shreds! This left Bob with no way 1o
smnke. Unfornmstsly, Bob vras highly addicted to the tobacco. The more be thwonzht
shont, the waorse it got. It was driving bim crazy not being able o smake!

Tt was then that be noticed the prescher guietly reading his Bible and realizad
that the pages of the preacher's Bible wonld work perfectly to roll his tobacco. Bob
wilked over and asked the preacher if be conld have 3 shest from his Bible, OF course
the preacher said, "Wo way. I cannot k=t yon do that™ "I can't believe that wou would
even ask swoh a thing!™

It was then that Bob quickly reminded the prescher that be saved his life and that
he shoukd be very gratefol and oblige him with his reqguest. In no imcertsin fems,
bomitain Bob indicated he mizht have to take the very life that he had saved. The
preacher told Bob that he would just have o do that because there was no way bhe

Bob paced and paced. He just couldn't tske it amymore S0, Bob grabbed his pun
and walked out to end his life. The preacher mstamtly followed him snd demanded
him to stop the craziness. 5o reluctandly the prescher made a deal with Rowrtain Bob.

The preacher apread to give him 3 page from hiz Bible under one condition He
told Moumtain Bob that be wonkd kawe to read every word on the page before be nsed
it o roll his tobacco. Bob was very excited and willing to comply with the prescher.

So, Mountzin Bob read and be smoked. Then he resd snd read and smoked. He
read, and read and read and he smoked. He read and be read and he read and be read
and he smoked. Well, vou get the idea! Moumtain Bob got to the point that he would
rather read than smoke.

As Bob filled his life with the words of Fesus and fized his thoushrs npon Him: his
life was transfonmed reoment by moment!

Yo sep. woun can’t stomap sin ont of your Life. bat von can crowed it ot by patting
in mpre of Temas, It is the same way with overcomine amy sin i our bifs. Tt dossn't
marter what it is. yon simply fill yoor life with mere of Tesus and befors you knowar it
the sin is crowded ous.

"Thergibre, since vwa have 5o great a cloud gf withesses siovmmding us, el us
alse hqy aside every encumbravice and the sin wiich o easlly endangles us, and lat us
run with endurance the race that = ef bafbee vz, fluing our grer on Jesus, the muthor
amid pevfectar gf faith, who fhr the joy ret Bgfore Him endured the crpss, despising the
sharme, and haz sar dows af the right amd of the throne g God. ™ Hebrews 12:1-2
NASH

We can then joyfully say and sing, "Give me Jeaus_ give me more and more of
Jesus!™

Pastor Rick and Cindy Mercer pastor the Morsanton Seventh-day dohentizt
Church ar 2187 Jamestown Road, Morganion. They can be reached af §70-820-
3349 ar gimenceri@itds_nel. Check ont www. morganionsda.org. Their passion is fo
sheare the love gf Jazus with all whoe will listen.
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Nonresistance to alcohol

compromises marijuana resistance
By Fev. Mark H Creech

The votes for advancing alcohol sales across the
Tar Hesl state were alamming this vear. A total of 27
glcohol referendums were beld in Alexander. Bertie,
Burke, Camden, Cleveland, Davidson, Davie, Gaston,
Havwood, Johnston, and Swanly countes. Every referen-
dum succeeded with votes n favor of greater access o
glcohol besting limited sales by an averaps of 62 3% fo 8
37.1% margim.

It wsed to be 30 to 40 years ago, if there was an alcohol referendum on the bal-
lot in some city or town i Morth Careling, nearly every mamline church wonld
join forces to defeat it. There was a general consensns among churches that ezsier
access o alcohol was inherently problematic, bringing with it hosts of secial prob-
lems. Today, however, it's difficult to find a handfol of choches willing o oppose
an alcobol referendum

Thns, the primary reason pro-aloohol forces bent on making new markets for
wine, beer, and spirits had a banmer yesar in Morth Caroling.

Pastors rarely, if ever, preach on the subject of alcobol use and abuse in their
chuorches anymore. A few years ago, a pastor asked me o come to his church and
preach on the topic. After T finiched my sermon, several people came up to me
afterward and said it was the first full sermon they bad ever heard on the subject.

What concerns me is another threat coming down the pike that was also up for
a voie on Election Dy, not in Maorth Caroling but in other states. And the com-
promise of our churches on the alcolol issue, [ believe, places us in a vulnerabls
positon to effecovely resist it.

According to the Washington Post, "Voters in California, Massachnsetts and
Wevada approved recreational marijrana imitiatives Teesday night, and several
other states passed medical marijuana provisions, in what is tuming ouf 1o be the
biggest electoral victory for marijuana reform since 2012, when Colorado and
Washington first approved the dmg's recrestional use "

Mazine alse voted on a recreational marijueana inibative, but the vote is 50 close
thart it will take at least 3 month to determine whether it succeeded The Hoffing-
fon Post also notes that "[even withouat Maine 66.8 million Americans living in
seven states and the District of Cohonbis — or 21 4 percent of the 15 popualation
—will spon have access to legal marijnans.”

Dhpes this comcern you, citizen Christian? If not, it cerfainty should On top of
all the quantfiable demage done to mdividoals, families, and society cansed by
alcohol — on fop of all the guantifiable damage caused by tobacco to the public's
health — now there i 3 movement with serions momentum to legalize recreational
marijnana — something some of the most reputable stdies from Europe and the
United States have found has nmldple significant adverse outoomes.

Interestingly, the same arguments made i favor of legalizing recreational mari-
Juana zre essentally the same made when an alcobol referendam proposes lifing
resiiciions on alcohol sales in our stata:

= It's needed to penerafe more tAx revemie

= It's needed to enhance economnic growth

= It will create new jobs and new oppoTiumities

= It will provide better control, ending the busimess of illegal zales.

Tast as these always prove to be falsa promises for compnmitiss that vote in
favor of an alcohol referendum, they'll prove over time to be false for any state
that legalizes marijnana.

O course, one can never talk abont alcohol and marijusna m the same sentence
without someone quickly pointing out that Prohibition was a failore, and, there-
fore, the curent prohibiton on marijuana needs to also be fifted.

Such claims, bowever, don't stand up to scabny. It is tree Prohibition didn't end
glcohol nse altogether, but 1t did succeed in reducing consumpiion and its harms.

William J. Bermet and Fobert White in their ook, Going to Pot, reference
journalist Dianiel Okrent's recent research in his book on Probibiton, ttled Last
Call. They write:

"Prohibition kad the effect of reducing alcohol consumption by 70 percent in its
first few years. Furthermore, the highest rate of consumption of alcobol in Ameri-
can history was 2.8 gallons of pure alcohol per person just before Prohibition. It
stayed below that for a long time, even long after repeal, not reaching that level of
2.6 zallons again wmi] 1973."

The suthors also cite research from Professor Mark Moore of Harvard's Een-
nedy School of Government noted in an aricle from the Mew York Times:
"Corhosis death rates for men were 285 per 100,000 m 1911 and 10.7 in 1928,
Admiszions to state mental hospitals for peychosis declimed from 10.1 per 100, 000
in 1919t 4.7 in 1929 Arrests for public dmnkenmness and disorderhy condnct
declined 30 percent betoreen 1916 and 1922 [V]iolent crime did not increase
dramyatically durimg Prohibition Homicide rates rose dramatically fromm 1900 to
1910 bart remamed roughly constant during Prohibition's 14-year mle. Organized
crime may have bacome more visible snd horid durimg Prohibetion, bat it existed
before and afier.™

To contend Prohibition didn't work is an umtenakle arpuoment, no matter who
makes it. What is more, to claim the cuorent prohibiton on marijusna hasa't
worked is just as untenable because, like alookol, legalization won't reduce con-
sumption or karms but only increase both

Since 2008 there has been legislation filed in the Worth Caroling General As-
sembly to legalize medicingl marjosna, which is simply the firct step toward
lepalizing recreational pot. Each yesr, these messures have besn rejected.

541, the point here is that this isswe will contings to push WNorth Carplinians for
8 decizion m itz favor. And if chrches don't start taking on slcohol 25 2 threat to
their commmunities, if preachers doa't start preaching agzinst alcohol use and en-
couraging abstinence, if ciizen Christians are unwilling to resist sloohol for what

it is — America's oumber one mind-altering dmeg that destroys mors lives than afl
the other dmugs combined — then these seems to be Liftle pround for standing on to
defear weed.

Diwon't misundersiand me. Brobibiton is 2 dead isswe and it isn't coming back.
Mevertheless, the less resistance there is to alcohol, the wider the door swings for
marijusna legalization fo sashay in.

Ravergnd Dr. Mark Creech is Execurive Direcror of the NC Chriztian Action
League. You may contact him at nevmarkcreechi@chrizfanactionleague. org or
RIR-FRT-Da0G
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Avery County Schools

Looking Forward
By David Burleson

Dear Friends snd Supporiers of the Avery County Schoals:

As we refum to schopl for the secmd semester, [ would ke to
say thamk you for the Important rode you play each day in help-
iz our school systern foster student success. There is evidence
of vour suppont and service I sy areas mnd we want you to
Eneoy that we greatly sppreciate what everyone i our comnm:-
nity offers o our schoals. Y inferest and imvolvenent in the
Avery Connty Schoaols is taly a lasting gift and one that not ondy benefis oor sudents awd
feachers, buf the entire cormnmmity.

Ag I refipct upon the fall semecher mamy special highlizhes cmme tomind The following
are st 3 few exarmples:

= The Awery Coumiy Schools had the highest pradustion raie m the sme. (For 4 owt of
the past 5 years, Awery Conmrty has been in the top 4 in the stae in pradustion mates [46 1st,
3rd amd Tsi

» The Avery Coumty Schools and the Axvery Commry Conmnissioners worked woepdher 1o
refresh our cne-to-poe technology program for stadents,

= STEM =mdent= from every school in the district participated in Hour of Code Actha-
ties to encourame meerest in Compuser Programeine. hamy schools are developine niskes
spaces thanks to the work of Moy Carver media specialists and variows grames.

* A record munber af our shadents participated i our locsl and resionsl soience fair with
forty-four maosins on fo state Contpetition.

= A systemn of conmon sssessments has been mplemented to strensthen instmaction
grades 3-12.

= We have implenened the HillF.ap resding program in all elementary and meddle
schools along with dve FUTSIOMN prosram st Avery High School. HilllIzh will be mple-
mented at the begmning of te new year.

» The Awery County Schools Child Mamtion Prosram comimees 0o serve 3 manfious
breakfast snd hamch af each of our schoals.

* The Awery Hizh Marchine Band conpleted cne of = mpst swocessfinl seasons ever,
achieving one of the highest soores ewer at the 45T T marching hand congest.

* The Avery High TROTC School suppored the “Trees for Thoops™ program and the
cadets competed in seqreral state and national cormpetitions.

January

Clearance
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Fax 828-659-8384
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280 Kings Highway » Burnsville, Morth Canclina 28714
Phone: 828-682-3138

Siee opur web sife for mare inforrmation - Webgife: www highpasfures arg

= The Avery High Constmaction Classes supparted Habatat for Hamanity, sssisting i the
constuction of new homes fior our Comnmmity,

= The Avery Hizh FEA attended te national comventon and bad a record mmaber of
former stademis named Armerican Scholars,

= Char studemits callected an nnprecedented amount of food and foys for neady farmlies.

= We had one of ithe largsst proups ever indeced v the Matiors] Bonor Socety and
Hatioma] Terhnira] Honor Society at Avery Hizh Schoal

= The Avery High Koy Club had one of its most soccessfil years ever with members
providing mare bowrs of comurmnmity senadce than ever hefore.

= Each of our schoals indocied a record momber of stodents mio the Bem Chilb.

= The Avery STEM Acadenty was recogpmized as one of the top 500 high schools in the
nation by MNewsweek.

= The Avery STEN Acadenty was also recognized by MCDF for having 3 100%0 Grade-
‘HIION THE.

= Awery Hizgh School was recognired by WCDPL for having a graduation rae above
0544,

= Avery Bdiddle School mplemented FRIS slons with holdns a school wide Hevitsge
oppartmyitiss hased on stodent intersst.

= Bannet Elk Elementary School had 4 Odyszey of the mind teanys representing the
sthoal and the Banmer Elk Fiwanis. The eams are mads up of 4ih and 5th graders slong
with a team of Sth graders. Fumior Appalachian Mhasicians (TAM) will besin azain in Feb-
ruary after a very sucoessfial program durmg firss semesier. This ofd-fime simng misic pro-
eram will be open to dalts and stdenis fom all schools. Project Lead The Way Fobotics
was tanght in the 4th and 5th grade Science classes and the Leam to 5k and Soowboand
program with Sugar Mountin is set o begin,

= The Blue Bidzs Aradenyy received the MIC Works Governor's Award of Distinction
— Immoryative Parmership. The sderts sloo worked with Feeding Avery Families to pack
food boeres for our conmmmity members.

= Cranberry Middls School contimaes to fones on being 3 STEM middle school and was
swarded a 57,000 arts couneil pramt

= Crossnore Elementary School was named a national Distnmzished Tide One Be-
wards School. The schoal also obtsined srants theat helped parchace bicycle kifs o be pat
tozether try memibers of their bike club.

= Freedom Trail Elermentary Schood completed is Chadoor Classroom.

= Biverside Elermentary helped establish an active Girl Scowt Troop that led a toy dive
paed i their Bevohstionary War proeram in 2 parmership with Uninnin. Bhersides sodens
sang Christmas carols for resdents of e Bryan Cester.

Thess areas of shedent partcipstion amnd success can ooy be credited bo our staff mem-
bers, pur pareni=. and members of our commmmity:

With comtinned tearvorork and 8 dedicated ACS staff we will exceed the bevel of past
soconiplichrments and experience even sreater syt and soonmplishrmeents m 2017
Craality public schoals are vital to the economic development of cuar county. Therefore, our
sthoal system is dedicaied 1o preparing our children for successfl, productive citizenny.

There are niany oppornmities for this semester, and one of the most exciting is contim:-
ing to offer amy family that has a three or fmer-year-obd that is not oomently enrelled ina
Pre-E program SCOTTIE (Sapporting Children’s Opportndties dwoszh Technolosy, In-
nowaticny, and Education), a mobile pre-kinderzanten classroom that is boused in 3 renonvas-
ed North Caroling school bus, SCOTTIE, a stue-endorsed program. will contime o rawvel
o ten desiznaied locatons m the ommiy and offer an abbreviated schedule of edocatonal
sotivities for children enrolled . Currentty we have 80 shadents enrolled on SOOTTIE. This
program is desiamed to allow parents and thesr children to have early childbood edications]
oppartmyity mesr thedr homes. Children whin sre scoepeed v fhe propram will bs met
with a highly qualified hirth-kinderssnten teacher and credentialed assistamt. Wiap-aroond
services will be offered & well as opportndty for parental participation. We believe thata
successiil stant to the school-age program mnst be an expectation for sl children m order
o ensuze 3 10070 graduation rae Avery Connty. W also believe that early exposure to
literscy and other educational skills will foster smdens” success as they jnmmey timongh
thieir educational padvray. Interested parents may contact oy office. Aneels Vitale, BEC/
Pre-K Dhirector or Fenee Banner, Administrative Assistant st 7336004 w0 register a child or
fior mwore Information.

Lasdy, Iwounld like to mention one more excitine parmership with our locs] Williams
YRECA ACS along with the YAICA i= offering 3 Snow Camp to famdliss that may nead
childrars on days when school is not in session doe to nclenent weather Snow Carmp,
staffed by YRCA profecsionals, will be hosted ar the YRICA for sudents in kindergar-
ten throneh siwth srade and will operste from 7:30 2m 60 5:30 pom Daily acovities all
consit of aft tme, games spors, ndioonmatdeor activities, swimmnng and taofonns.
Transportation to the YACA and a bag lunch passt by prowided by parents. Stadenes will
need o bring ouiside clothes, homework, bathing suit and fowel to be used. The costis as
folloms:

= 515 per day (with 510 pre-regismation fes)

= 520 daily drop in rase

For information coatact Lark Blantom ar B28-737-5300 or woany ymcasvery.orz.

I want o thank each indvidaal in our school syseem that works so dilipentdy each day to
provide the best possible education to our stndents. Wy srafiude is extended o esch parent
wiho has provided support to s her cinld and oor schools. I is imperative that we contme
1o work tomether 25 8 compmmmity to reduce the immber of studenss droppine ot of scheal
and to comtirme to enphacize the mportance of edocation. I is also of srest mportance
o meet the needs of each siudent that is in oor schoel system. We ame very blessed 1o live
in & conmmmdty that conscientionshy assunes it responsibility to edocate children and o
provide the necessary resmuces for their success.

Azain thank you forall you do for educaton. It is our maission 1o ensure that no chald is
left bebind and with your contmned suppont for public education more students will zrado-
ate from high schoo] with direction, confidence and <kills for the next stage of thedr lives.

Dlay you have a joyous. and prosperous 2017 and a suocessfl “Sprng™ semester?

Dimad Burleson is Supermiendent of the Avery County Schoolz

www brenews. com
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GafePlace of Mitchell County

Substance Abuse and Domestic Violence
By Beth Davis

The mice lady was on her way home from chmrch one
recent, raimy, dreary Sundsy night On 3 whirn, she stopped
Ty 3 local store to pick up a few Christroas mmkets that
she really didn’t need That's where the nice lady saw her
sittimg om the aob.... cold, demp, weanng a thin, wom
hoodie. Crowched over, with ber armis wrapped around
her legs, she rested her head on her knees. The mice Lady
immediztely knew wiy she was drawn to the local store; she asked if the 30-ish
woman was O (she wasn't), and what could she do? “T never pray, tut I finally
prayed for belp.” With the belp of Richell Connty Law Enforcement, the mice lady
bronzhi her to Mitchell Coumty SafePlace.

She’s been married for 10 yvears; they have a kindersarten-aze child. She loves
her mchand, but he’s ahways kept her isolated: she wasa't allowed o dove, get
together with girlfriends, and, worst of all, seeing or talking to her family were rare.
She certainly wasn't allowed to have 2 job! He never hit ber, but he put her dowm
and made her feel worthless almost daily. She couldn’t do amrthing right, no mater
how she med

Yeah he drank sometimes. You know the drll: kanging out with the guys,
umwinding afier work, wakching the zame. It sure didn’t brng ont the best in him.
About two years ago, be started nsing meth . and staried smacking her around a it
A litle over a year ago, be started shooting wup meth. Mot surprisingly, that’s when
things went from bad to moch, nmch worse. He beat her regularly, and due beat-
Ings got worse as ime passed Femember, she couldn't lesave becanse she wasn't
allowed to drive. How conld she possibly explain this to her *distant™ family and
frendsT Of course, she had no money:

A ey wepks oo he started making meendiary devices. Why? He was going
to fhrow them at ber if she did ampthing srong.....specifically if she had soy ideas
aheout leaving! All the while he was regnlarly, savagely beating ber. Then came that
rziny, dreary Sunday nizht. His plan? He told her he was “going to just get rid of
her completely.™ His plan was fo kill ber, then cut her up i litile pieces so no one
wionld ever find her body. What did it matter” She was so aloane, so isolated, nobody
wionld niiss her anyway: She managed to speak out, oo foot n that nasty weather,
il she fimind berself with nothing tut the clothes on ber back, siting on the curl
of that little store.

Yes, we're all painfolly aware of the destmction dmg and alcohol sbuse s to
our baloved family members and friends. We wormy oursalves sick, pace the flaors,
spend many sleepless nighes. We pray and pray some mors. We beg the addict to po
to religb. to go to connseling: to get help . sy kind of help! We hargain with the
sddict; we bargain with God. We beg the addict to get back o church Many dmes
we beg our pastor fo plesse Ty fo Intervene, o form prayer chains.

According to co-director of EMER.GE, the nation’s first and one of the leading
programs for the reamment of sbusive men, Lundy Bancrofi, an intermaticnally
renowned expert in domestic violence and its noot causes, “TJo one wants o believe
that his or ber own son or brother is an sbusive man. Parents don't want the finger
pointed at them, =0 they say: “Cur child wouldn't sbuse his parmer. We brought him
up rght ' . Family lovalty and collective denial of family problems are powerful
binding agents " Sometimes they hlame the victm Mayhe they*ve sepn how she
‘overreacts” to his actions, but they don't know what be's been doing oo her bebind
closed doors - ewven before the drags or abcohol heve entered the picture.

Sometimes we blame the victim We even beg her to “just don’t make him mad ™
“try mot to push his battons.™ Or kay a guilt frip on her “Divorce is oot an opton.™
“Femember your vows - for better or fior worse ™ “You made your bed, now lie in
ir.™ “Think of the children - they need their father And he'd never burt them!™

We're quick to blame dmzs and’or alcobol addicdon on abuse. Baf, just think
about it for a mimite. Femember, for § vears this man kept hus wife completely
isolated... no doving, no working, no money, oo access to family or friends. Cheer
fme, he pulled her down, down, down, stripping her of any self-psteem or self-
worth And don't forget that he smacked her aroumd at times. The fact is. be chose fo
do these things. He chose this power, this contral, this abuse.

Dee Hamizon who also practices the EMERGE philosophy in her Batterer
Intervention Programs (BIF) in Mitchell, McDowell, and Burke Conntiss, explsins,
“Wiost of the sluse s forused on the intmate percon in their ives. For abusers. te
majority of thelr “‘outside’ relatonships are condncted i a respectful manner, which
indicates that they already know how to behave respectfiolly towarnds others [bosses,
coworkers, other family members, friends, the mailman] when they decide to. The
belief of EMERGE is that abasers decide that it is socially acceptable to use abuse
and control with their parmers and children in order to get what they want m that
lomg-tenm damage and loss that they experience berause of their sbuss.

Dee goes on to emphasize that “sbusers tend to have a view of the world that
is negative and self-centered. They view themsealves as victims ™ The goal of the
EMERGE mpdel is for the aboser to accept responsibility, snd leam to co-exist
respectfinlly with the parmer.

As you can see. this is 3 very complex sue. Arcording fo Tracy Black, Ascociate
Drirector for Bitchell County SafePlace. “Tt is our hope that directing these abusars
o mesningful, effectve treatment will one day brng an end to domestic viclence
that plagues our commumities, ™
TEoonrogs, contributors -

For over nwanty vears Lundy Bancroft, the aurhor of the national bestzeller Wiy
Dioes He Do Thar? has specialized in coumnzeling man who ane umhealitiy nelanion-
ship parfmers, helpmg them make lasfing changes.

Dec Harrizon, MAC, LCAS, OCE, C50TS

Bath Dyvis iz the Recournce Development Coordingtor for AMitchel]l Coundy Safe-
Place. Reach her at 825-T63-4015 or bethbdavis 6 agmail.com.

LifeLessons

there are approximately eightyv-five foster children in just this one coumty that I
live im. The dmg and alcohe] addiction that is taking place is desooving the lives
of all ages. My prayer for the Mew Year is that this country return to the Christian
values that have made it such 3 great nation and a wonderful place to grow up,
marry and start a fanuly. Just this past weekend, Chrisnmas weekend forty people
were shot in just Chicago alone. 3 dozen died. The Center for Disease Control
reparted 52 404 deaths due to drag overdose m 2015 and the rates have increased
azain this yvear At least 64 law enforcement personnsl have been killed in the
line of duty this vear, part of them by amibnish. One ray of hops is that abortions
have been declining in the past few vears but the moobers are stll staggering.
The best hope for 2 renewal of our basic way of Life is through the power of the
blood of Jesus Christ. Femember, a revival starts in the hearts of each of us as in-
dividuals. Plesse be in prayer every day for our mothers, our fathers, our children
our families and our leaders as we look forward to a revival of the Holy Spint of
the Lord to be accepted by each ofus. I know the Lord is willing and knocking,
are we listening and opening our bearts o kim? I wish esch of vou a blessed and
prosperpus Mew Year May God bless each and everyone.

Doug Haorrell i a life-long resident af Mitchell Conumty, Ohmar gf Havrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member gf Bear Creek Baptizt Chrch and Publisher gf the Blue
Ridge Chriztian News.

HOUSE
FOR SALE ?

affordable

HOUSING PROVIDER®

828-412-0822

sillmanhomebuyers.com

OFF

selecied items

DELLINGER'S

Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

225 Lopust Awernss + Spruce Pine, NG 28777
Man-5al Boi0am-5:30pm » |528)765-7 188

COOPER'S TRADING, ING.
Archery - Hunting - Fishing
Guns & Ammo

Bowtech, Mathews, Hoyt, Mission, PSE, Diamond, Elite
Bear Archery

1995 West US Hwy. 19E
Burnsville, NC 28714

Shannon Cooper
828-208-0898

B28-678-9929

www brenews. com
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Bridge42 Church

Gospel Centered

By Jason Koon
Burke County

"The Church is a sign-post, a preview fo the watching
warld gf what the coming reign of God in Cheist iz 1o
fook like " — Bussell Moore

"Our Fathar in Haaqven .. Your Empdom come Tour |
will be done an Earth as it iz in Heaven * — Jesus (Mat-
thew &3-97

Last Spming while reading through Fussell Moore’s book, “Owmward: Engaging
the Cuiltee Withowr Lozing the Gospel, ™ [ inadvertently commented something fo
the effect of, “This guy is right on. Moore is the Chaimman of the SBC's Ethics
znd Beligious Liberty Commidtiee (say that three mnes fast), and his cime; oppos-
ing Dionald Tromp for president.

I fully imderstand evangelical support for Trump — think sbout the aliema-
tive — thongh I don't necessarily share the enthusizsm that many Evangslicals
hawve shown: I describe my position as “caatisusly optimistc.” Owver the past
year however, Moore has been very critical of Tnoop snd to a lesser extent of his
Evangelical supporters, echoing the sentiments of Albert Mohler, who wrote that
he couldn’t support Tromp without kaving to “apologize to former President Bill
Clinten.™ As vou might imagine these towo Conservative Christian beavyweizghis
have raised the e of many Conservatve Christians and particularly of those in
the 5BC, who employs Moore. Becently, several prominent SBC Churches and
Pastors have even begun the call for Moore's remowval from his positoo.

I find this moubling; this issue is bigger than a presidential election. What is
&t stake may be no less than the role of the Church i the political arens and the
foens of the Charch’s mission in the world. Tack Grabham 3 prominent Texss pas-
tor, publichy worried that Moore would have “no access, basically, to Presidemnt
Trump™ and others have recently nmsed that his crificism of the president-alact
may end np “costing Baptist™s a chance fo capitalize on a victory for the religions
right. ™ It that what we are doing now? Capitalizing on political victories? Is this
the Great Commission that Jesus called His Church to n Matthew 28:19-207 Go
to Washingion, influence policy, lobbying for all [ have commanded and boycot-
fing my opponents. Are we acmally now worried that Moore's stance on the
centrality of the Gospel may jecpardize Bapiist political power?

I don’t know Fnssell Moore personally but I whole-heartedly believe his views
are hom, not out of politcal disagrerment with or persomal distaste for Donald
Trump, bt owt of a passion for the nurpassing worth of Jesus Christ and His
Gospal. I believe Moore sees 8 Conservative Christian movement that, in recent
decades. has become far too cozy with certain politicians and political parties and
I'believe that he takes his dual-role n the Convention seriously; 3 role that his
beloved predecessor Do Richard Land described as “to speak fo Southem Bapst
znd on behslf of Southern Baptists.™ In other words, Moore understands that his
primary mission is oot lending Evangelical credibility in the political arena, bt
being a Gospel-centered voice mforming Balievers on issnes and then drawing us
back to the centrality of the Gospel. I am thankful for this voice that confinees to
remind me that the eternal namre of the Gospel and the surpassing Glory of the
coming Eingdom are far too important fo sacrifice on the sktar of political infio-
ence. I prav for Moore and for His Gospel-focused weice to contime to ring out
lomd and clear in Washinmton and in the hearts and minds of believers across the
nation

Jazon Koon 15 Pastor gf Bridged 2 Charch in Morganion, NC.

&R John's

T}’emwn Auto Body

* Hazardous Tree
Removal
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* Pruning

= Chipper Service

* Bucket Truck Service
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Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Retaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of The Story
Fammer Dioug

Clint ran this story five vears ago this month, oy how time does fiy. We are
closing in on seven years of publishing Blne Fidge Christian Mews and it sesms
like pnly yesterday that we were on the famm experiencing the daily antics of Cling
and his heroic deeds.

There are lots of truths involved in this story, Barbara says I hawe abarays been 3
workaholic and there is some trath in that T have never besn happy sithing aronnd
and playing games or waiching ballgames and swch on TV, T am mmch happier
being active and hopefully accomplishing something at the same ime. 1 was
really looking to zet a reaction when I made the sugzeston that we cancel our
Grarther Gospel Howur viewing so we conld work longer. I really enjoved this pro-
zram aryself. My greatest lowve in mmesic is to Hsten to Christian nmsic, especially
Southern Gospel.

The second tmwth is that Barbara, my wife of ffry three vears, has never been
a pushover She might be Little of statue but she is not little on wisdom and the
ghility to communicate. She has always been able to zet my attention in 3 so
called “skimmy mimrte™. I definitely mot a mise out of both her snd Clint on this is-
sne. Meedless to say, we contmued to watch Garther Gospel Hour and had a goad
nights sleep afterwards.

Happy Mew Year
Doug

Smmset At Harrell Hill
Diear Friends,

I receive letters. email, phone calls and personal visits
from many, thankmg me for reconnting my close encoun-
ters and near-death experiences at Harrell Hill Famme_ 1
confess that I often wonder how it is that Christian brothers
and sisters Can derive such perverse pleasure from Famner
Clint's near misses with etemity @ . Yon may be surprisad
io leam that such oconrmences are commonplace throughoat
oy lifetime, even pre-fammimg days. For exampls, one day 1
wiill recount fior you kow I was mm over by an outboard mo-
tor after falling into one of Alaska's most figid and danserons owers. Or perhaps
yvou'd like to bear about the might I was amacked by a moose? But not now, let’s
stay closer o home for dhe time being.

Cme summer’s eve, Dioup, Barbara and T were resting in the kitchen at their
farmhonse at Harrell Hill. T was celebrating the fact that we acally kad a short
work day, by Doug standards smearay, 8 mers 12 hours. A we visited aronnd the
dirmer table Doug surmitzed that be had “heen thinking .7 shways a scary sce-
narin. Usually this meant we would soon embark on a wild and crazy veniure of
some o1t and I wonld go along kicking and screaming, my body and life hanging
in the balance.

As Barbara and I digested her fine home
cookin’, Doug offered me 2 second piece
of Hawaiian Sunset cake. .. sure sizn
of mpending doom for me! This des-
sert, 3 Barbara specialfy, had become niv
overwhelming favorite. And I knew that
if Doug offered me 3 second slice some-
thing terrible was about to happen to me.
He began “You know, thers is oo mach
to do aroumd here and it seems there are
oo few hours in the day™. (I was feal-
ing more confident than usual as I knew
Droug could do a lot of things but even he
couldn’t MAKEE more time happen') “So."
I queried, “how do you propose that we get more done? Perhaps I could wear a
oumer's hat, with the lights on top, and work all might lomg. Tust think, Doug, I
can dig, plant, weed-eat, spread fernlizer, during the dav; then crawl around on
my hands and knees and diz potstees, pull corn and other vepgies at night. T conld
take 3 5 minute nap at the end of each com row. . or mavbe rest beside the preen
lake beans. . or perhaps snooze. ever so briefly, m the sorgloon patch By sunrise 1
would already have chosen the over-ripensd cabbape and tomatoss for the pipgiss’
breakfast. That way you can work me aronnd the clock. Wonld that make you
happy ™™

Shaking his bead and closing his eves, the way Doug does when he really
would like to shoeot me, my fiend replied, “You know, Pollard, you jost don't
hawe vision. You're a great worker and willing to do just about anything, but yon
need to look beyond the walls.™ Uk oh, bere it comes! “We’re nsnally finished
dinner by 7:30 or so, and then we waich The Gaither Homecoming shows oo TV,
or somefimes we eat waermelon on dad’s front porch. I'm thinking we should
maks mood use of that hour, after dinner. to do more chores. Fust think| an hour 2
dary six days a week, it would be like hawving another day ™

Believe me friends. I enjoy hard work. Although inewperienced, I had grown
to love farm chores as each day is filled with excitng, back-bresking,
projects. I even became accustomed to getting out of bed at 4:30 AM 1o Doug's
bellowing from the foot of the stairs, “Pollard, pancakes are ready. We're aming
daylizght!'™ I would spring from my bed, don my Farmer Clint attire, and descend
for buckwhest cakes and another harmowing adventure on the farm. And, always,
I would note ooy friend’s Bible, open to his daily devotions, resting on the end
mable. I accepted the notion of bemg mited in dint by 5:30 AM because that’s what
farmers do. Prayer, pancakes and projects...can it get any beser than this? But

oow, IO this obsessed Fammer Dioug, the Peul Bunyan of Harrell Hill, wants to
tzke away the ONE HOUE I kave each day to do nothing T think not!

When you are a guest in one’s home 3s [ was at Harrell Hill farmbouse, it is
important to stedy and discern the “power stmotre™, ie., who is in charge. Well,
having been Doug’s mdentured servant for several months I'd discovered that
Barbara is the boss of him when we're inside that house. It only made senza,
therefore, that whenever Dioug proffered one of his cockamamie schemes T would
tzke a step back. hide behind Barbara, and see how the earhy skinmish wonld end
{Motice that I did not =ay, “.. see who wonld win the early skinmizh!™)

Mow Barbara is a very loving dutiful  hard-working parmer to Douglas. Bat
there are some things she will not compromize. T've wimessed her drop every-
thing she’s doing fo balp her husband &t 2 mere call. But best me now, YO DO
NOT MESS ARQOUND WITH GAITHEE. HOME COBMMING! As I cowered in the
backsroumd, speechless and fabbergasted by Doug’s “snggeston”, [ watched the
lady of the house raise her head . look up at her lashand (WAY up ‘cause he's
about &7 tall), and those tiny Little eyes shot temifying laser beams right info his
skull. And the BIiZ man quivered, snd his knees Inocked and tuckled. . and he
collapsed like an nmbrella in 3 bumicane! And I knew, GANME OVEE.!

The three of us chuckled ar this fiery exchange, and I wondered if Dioug knew
just how close he came to being annikilsted (he of conrse did). I remvinded Dioug
that God stopped the sun once, Joshaa 10:12-14:

11 Om the day the LORD pave the Amaorites over fo Irael, Joshua safd to the
LORD in the prezence gf Torael:
"Sun, stand sl over Gibeon,

and Yo, moon, over the Falley of djjalen. ™
13 So the sun stood siill,

and the moon stopped,

till the nation manged imell onfa] it enemies,
as it is wrirtan in the Book of Jashar
The sun stopped in the middle gf the sky and delayed going down abour a full day.
14 There has nevar been a day like it bgfore or since, a day when the LORD [iz-
fenaed to a fuman being,

Happy to be chiding him_ T zaid. “HNote verse 14.. I'm
pretty sure the Lord won't stop the sun for yon!™

Barhara departed to her bedroom to watch Gaither
Homecoming. I leoked st oy friend with that “gotcha™
grin and said “Think I'll go down to Daddy D¥s and have
2 little watermelon, wanna go? I love eating watermelon
in the daylight " Doug shook his head, closed his eyes,
“Pollard, one of these days. .. Yesh, Iknow. . but I"d
won this batile oo the Funny Farm {or at least got to
enjoy the spoils). ..no exira work day for me. And that
dogzons watermelon was so good. Praize the Lord!

Women - Men - Children

e R R I

- Hair

- Perms

- Cuts
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niMiki He:

Vicky Hutch
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Pain?

Laser Therapy,
Healing at the
iSpeed of Light

Research published in the Britizsh Joumal of Sports Mediciine
stated that Laser therapy and steroid injections were the only
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freatment of frozen shoulder. So why choose laser therapy?
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| Baptist Church
No Regrets Family--

Help My Teen is Rebellious

Pastor Dhean Honeyoutt
Mirchell Cowniy

We would all like to have teens who always did what they
were told and never gave us any trouble, however that is not
ahways the case. | remember giving my mom a Gt I would
have besn labeled as a reballious eenager. Mow I regret ever
arpuing with my morn. Bless ber heart she deserves a gold
medal after raising me. *Mo Regrets™ family ministry 1= about helpine families. por-
sne a relationship with Tesus Christ. Even Christian families at times have problems.
But how do we handle a rebellions teen?

Well there is no magical fornmls or spell 3 parent cam cast on thean Bat T think
we can do some things to belp. It is troe that most teens do not like to arzue with
itheir parents. Teens wounld rather sveid the arpoment and confrontation with 3 par-
ent. [ know I did not like to argue with ooy parents. Artguing just led fo more fimstra-
tion and unresolved issues; someone cnce tobkd me— if T am oot pant of the solutbon
ien I am part of the problem.

One buge factor we tend to overleok sbowut teens is their relatonship with God.
Az a parent I cannot esgpect nry child fo act like a sxint if the Son of God does not
live in their beart A Christian's heart has been mansformed by the work of the Holy
Ghost. The Bible describes 3 Christian @s a new creation, “old things are passed
sway behold all things are becomes new.™ What that means is that within every
Chiriztian is 3 desire to please God. We often mistake what we call 3 back=lidden
child for what is actually the “prodizal son™; one who grew up in 3 Christisn home
bt never oty surrendsted their Iife to Christ A heart surmendered o Christ will
desire to obey their parents, becawsa that same beart wants to obey God. Every
parent will have some cordlict with thedr tfeen child, but problems will soon be
resolved becanse a Christian will come nnder the comviction of the Holy Ghost and
ihe discipline of God. (Heb. 12:7) Give your tesn every opporumity fo go to Church
and experience God. Pray for their salvation or a very serons rededication to God
&5 Lord and Savior. Then this same men that once slammed doors and disregarded
rules will now have 3 new nature and the direction of the Holy Ghost in their life. It
is 50 puach easier to commmicate spirital convicnons with 3 teen who is a child of
God. Your nnmber one advocate is the work of God I vour child’s heart

Second, choose your hattles wisely: Many arpuments with teens can be avoided
simoply by clearly defining the important issues. Let me speak clearly on this subject.
What are we more concerned shout— Eeeping onr teen off dmgs and alcobol or
ihe kind of mmsic they listen to or the way they wear their hair, In his younger teen
years | was pot always in zgreement wits the way ooy son wore his hair, bus I did
oot go to battle on that partoular isswe. However Pam and I will go to batile and
stand firm oo isswes like aloohol, dsting, curfews, guestionable friends and other
children’s relatonship with Christ is our mmmber one pricrity. I have seen parents
argue over msiznificant issues while totally ienoring the more serious problems
teens face Clearly comumumicste what is expected and be willing to discwss and
Compromize on issues that do not directly hinder their relationship with Christ. For
example we are willing to bend on curfews and cell phone texfing to a tesn that is
showing manoety and responsibility. We oy to allow for oppornmities o bald st
11 Even @ young man is Brown by kis actions— Iy whether kiz bakavior it pure and
upright. Prov 20:11 (HCSE)

Third, focus on character. We tend to focus oo behavior; bowever, God wanis fo
baild character in your child’s life. The whaole book of proverbs is directed at mold-
ing & youmg person to fear God and gain Godly wisdom to navigate through life.
{Fod spent years developing a young shepherd boy to be the king of Tsrael.

In 1464, Asostinn di Duccie was enlisted to produce a stame for the local cathedral
However, Agostno abruptly abandoned this project.

In 14748, Antorio Rorzelling was commizzioned fo sahage the marble and com-
plete the project: vet ke soon abandoned the gffort ar well. Finally, m 1300 fwenty-
six-year-aid Michelangelo was contracied fo attempr fo save the project He would
naf fish wntil 1504 When he put down hiz ckizel, the sioue gf David remainad,
represeniing one of the greatest mastermieces by kuman hands, What had zeamed
bayond hope or repair i the kands gf the master, became a breathtaking achiove-
mant. (pE. 71, Experiencing (od af Home, Blackaby)

The ides is (God is at work in your child's life (Philippians. 1:6). He is con-
cermed about developing a Christ ke nature in him. So, rebellion & just part of the
problem. 1 sat down with my son the other day and encouraged him to examine his
character and the type of man God wanted him o become, Diavid had a group of
men that followed bim when he was nmning froon San] The Bible describes them
&t first 3= rag tag outcases, bat latter on they became knoam ss mighty men of valor.
Why would these men risk their Hves to follow David? Becanse David was 4 man
whom (od molded his charactar. Sure. David had bis share of problems bat all m
a1l he had a modby character 5o as 3 parent my job is not only to discipline behavior,
bat to fecus on character that produces behavior.

When the miles or actions of 3 teen are in direct rebbellion then discipline mmast
follow:. A parent who practices what they preach and mean what they say will be
respected As parent [ cannot parcipate in the vices [ am oyimg to get my kid to
stop ar mot do. If T do not want oy kid to become a dumk then I muost shstain from
alcobol. If T do not want @y child to cnss, then [ have to have a clean mouth a5 well.
If I want ooy child to respact their body then I nmst respect mine. Character is hnge;
I cammoit expect my child’s character to be any deeper than my owm.

With love and concern for moday’s famiky,

Pastor Dean Honeyoudt shephends Snow Hill Baptizt Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at §25-383-0213, snowkillbaptisiasmail.cam . or VisiT thar
welsite it wwwsnowhi Thapiist.com.
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What Grace!
By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

1 Peter 5:10-14 says the followmg: "Bur the God gf all
erace, whe hath called us unte his eternal glory Iy Christ
Jesus, qiter that ye have syffered a while, make you perflct,
stablish, srengthen, seffle you. To kim be glory and domin-
ton flor ever and ever: dmen. By Silvanus, a faithful rother
umfo you, az Fruppose, T have weitten Brigfy, echorfing, and sesqfiing thar thix
i1 the frue grace of God wherein ve stond. The chunch that is at Balydon, elected
fogaerhar with you, saluteth you, and so doth Marcuz my son. Greet e one anothar
with a bss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jasus. dmen. ™

Hotice bow v.10 begms. The first words of that verse say, "But the God of all
grace.” The conjunction "but™ draws 3 contrast. The Apostle Peter in the verses
Just prior fo our passage in this study deals with two main things which draw a
comirast to verses 10-14.

The first conirast has o do with oar cares mentioned in verse 7. Christians
foday have many cares but one day they will be no more. We deal with great
concerns and problems today; but, it is good news to know that we can take them
io the Lord. One old song says, "Take your burdens to the Lord and leave them
thers " Ahove and beyand that fact there is coming 3 day when we will deal with
cares no longsr,

The other contrast immolves Satan and the oppositon be throws in our way. He
zoes about rying to canse problems m our lives, seeking to um us away from
the Lord. Verse 8 nses the word "devour” when it comees to disclosing Satan's
olyjectives in our lives. In our King James Bibles, we find that word "devour™ is
ranslated in other places in the New Testament as "drowm” and "swallow up.” It is
kin 1o the Gresk word that is manslated to "fall down ™ Satan certainly has no good
inrentions at all for our lives.

The key is this--no matter what your problems are, God will see to them
thronzh His matchless marvelows, and mighty grace. Mo matter how problematic
things are m your life mow, they will be better sooner or later.

Cod Has Grace To Give To All {(v.10)

1 Beter 5:10 refers to, " The God of all srace, who hath called us nnio his
efernal glory by Christ Jesws.” "0f" is a source word. It rells us where some-
thing orginated or came from in Llife All ttoe grace commes fom God. When
you need grace, all you need to do s ask Him for it, and to draw near to Him to
receive it

All saving grace, keeping grace. SeTving grace, settling and satisfying grace,
every manifestation of grace, comes from God who gives it abundantly and freely
io those who are willing o receive and believe on Hum,

There is not a person on the face of the earth that Jesus did not die for st Cal-
vary. But that does not mean everyone is going to Hesven One must personally
raceive Christ to be able to walk on the sreats of pure ransparent mold in the MNew
Jeruzalem (Jobm 1:12).

God's Grace Is Part Of An Eternal Plan (v 10)

Peter spedks of "etemal glory by Jesus Christ " While in this present world, we
face suffering in some form about every day of our lives. Sometimmes it looks like
our pain and suffering will never end. When you compare our present sufferings
with etermity, they past last a little while. We are assured of a day when there will
be no suffering- Fev.21:4. We are called into God's eternal glory. That was the
plan before the worlds began when there was no one in the universe but God.

That plan inmvolves several different matters. Mewer forget God is making you
throngh the cironmstances of life, both positive and negative. Certain things will
happen after we have to mnderpo times of suffering.

First, the Lord will perfect us. That word "perfect” means to "amanges, to set in
order, or to adjast.” It is used of the mending of the net of Tames and Tohn (Matt
4:21}. There is always mending to be done in our tom and tattered lives.

Secondly, the Lord will stablish us. "Stablish” is ranslated "steadfastdy” in
Lake 951, It means to turm steadfastly m 3 cerfain direction. It comes from a word
that means "to make siff solid, or stable.” What wonders the Lord can do in our
Irwes!

Thirdly, the Lord will storensthen ns. This is a promise to believers, pledging the
belp of Almighty (rod through the problems of this life.

Fourthly, the Lord will settle yvou "Settie” means to "lay a solid foundation " It
is 3 bnilding tenn. In order to sfand buwldings need a solid foundation

Gad's Grace Brings Praise To Christ (v=.11-13)

It is a perpemal praise. The praise of verse 11 is to be "forever and ever.” The
scheme of grace is that (od gets the glory, rather than man, because man is saved
by grace and not throngh his oam works (Eph.2:8-2). If man conld produce his
own salvation, then men would zet the glory rather than God.

It iz a provided praise. Two men are mentioned here in the last verses of the
Book of I Peter-those being Silvamus and Marous. Silvanus was a faithfol brother
who spread the word abowut the things (God was doing through Paul Marcos most
have referred to Fobn whose sumamed was Mark or hMarcus. Mark spread the
word also abont how God should be praised. What are you doing to get that mes-

out?
5Egl!;":.ls:un,lim!r.]mn:h:1tlEl-ﬂ:jlvl::nr.ijtiﬂm'u']mm't in gerting the word out about the
worthiness of Christ to receive worship and praise.

God's Grace Brings Love And Peace (v.14)
All of those who are in Christ Fesns have two very important paris of those who
recaive salvation. There is charnity, or love, which every believer possesses. Fo-
mans 5.5 says...."the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost

which iz given umite us.” God gives us a sufficiency of love to love others that we
could not bring curselves to otherwise love.

Peace also is given o believers. The peace Jesus gives is one that passes all
understanding (Phil 4:7)

When we think of the supply of love and peace God gives to us through, and all
becanse of His grace. we can do what the Apostle Peter did at the end of this book
and say, "Amen " It means "so be it or let it be so." God's grace will prevail.

Tom Walker iz President of Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zion Hill
Baptist Church in Marian, NC.
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Patton’s Missions

Africa Year's Diay they hawve a seties of services every night and then finally on Mewr
By Feverend George Patton Year's Eve they have an all-night service and cross over into the New Year. We
Burke Couniy = have been invited by 5o many churches to preach this service; unfortunately we
) can ooy be af one at 3 time. We are in the middle of services bere in a location

Drear friends, }" E called Kisumu. Samrday we are heading out to another even more remate ares for

Thank ymﬁ::}pmcnqﬁnmdpmym mdsqqmrt It % ¥ the cross over service and then a big cusade on New Year's Day. Please continse
has been so refreshing being back on the mission fiald. o to pray for us. Todd is getfing more and maore invitations to hold youth rallies.
We have seen God doing so many great things here in God is really prowing him as well. We love you folks so much. We pray you have
Foemya Cur original plan was to only spend 2 weeks a great MNew Year.

hete i the back coumtry and then procesd on to Zonba-
bwre amd Malawi, at becanse of the cry of the people
here and the leading of the Holy Spirit we decided to
come back for ancther four weeks. We will be going back to the capital on Janu-
ary 23. We have 3 mesting with scme pastors from South Sudan oo Jaoueary 24
and then Jaonary 25 we will be fiying to South Suwdan. The pastors have contacted
ns from there. 87 churches have come together i the South Sndan o build the
first Bible College n the country and we have been mvited to join in the work:
We will be there for one week then off to Rwanda for 2 weeks and Uganda for 2
weeks then back here to Eenya. We will refum back to Morganton on March 14.
Bvery service here has been full We have had services in Little tin churches
as well as Large elaborate
churches. T was o very sad
io hear that there is no pastor
or hishop in this enfire arza
that has bad amy type of Bikle
fraining They have been eat-
ing up the raining we have
been providing. We have been
feaching six hours a day and
preaching two hours every
night. They want so mach
muore. They have told me
ate ™ It seems so over whalm-
ing at fes. There is so much

they need to know. These pas- : st B oy
tors are simple people. Many [ 0 R it e TN, TR ' }
of them are farmers by trade. ' i oy i _

'Ihey:n.'i]lgut-nﬂ:ltei:ﬁeBdE .
:::::;ﬂnﬁ?fggmm & ol kT ‘ THROUGH EVERY

The 5Spirit of the Lord has ! PR
hunum;sré?nginmhaway ' ‘.__‘-," FOR ] {]D YEAES
like mever bafors. We have : r—_— . . : e
sesn 50 many people saved,
people continue to come from Ly - b s b Insuranee and yaur local independent agent
far and wide. I believe a per- S A i\ will be there when you need us mast - just
son could spend a lifetime hers Lo 5 i
and still not finish all the work
that peeds to be done. We have
nof even left the area of Lake
Victoria vet There are still so
many unreached areas. The
people here lead very simpla
liwes. Crar Christmas was amy-
thing bt commercial. These
people sing many of the same
songs that we sing about the
birth of Jesus sach as Away in
the Manger and Silent Wizght,
bt the difference bere is
they have nothing to give ona
another. All they have: all their
praise the give to the Lord.
Christmss here iz celebrated
around the church. They coms
very early and begin with wor-
ship. Every age group has its
own program; children have a
recital program, young people
have a dance skit and the older
pecple have a choir. Of conrse
then the Chrisimas message,
After the mezzaze there is
food for all We had a great
Christmas hete even through
it was difficult to realize it was
Christmss when it was over
20 degrees putside. I am so
excited about the Mew Year's
Services. Here in Africa they
hawe what they call a crossing
over. The week before Mew

Todd youth

Gworge Pafton is an evangelistmissionary to the world from Grace Bapiist
Church in Morganson.
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Pasior Termy Cheek Th T
MeDanwell County

By the Lord’s amazing Grace, we find onrselves at
the beginning of another Mew Year! 2017 is in front of
ns and once again we are asking the guestion; what will
I do with it? By the way it's 3 bealthy question o ask.
There is & lot to be said about making plans, commit-
ments, promises and even the popular resolntions for a
coming year. There is even maore to say abont keeping them. Keeping any plan,
Commitment, promise or resolution requires that we embrace with our heart what
is necessary to fulfill the expectations placed upon our life. Let’s talk sbowt that
for a little while.

Every year we make promizes with the fullest intention of keeping them
Maybe we're poing to drop a few pounds, or quit smokmg, or get sway fom
immorality, maybe we're going to get back in church or quit dronking or doing
dmgs. Too often yon keep falling short, year in and year ont. With it comes the
feeling of being a failare. Yo let vourself down, maybe even your family, fiends
ar a spouse. Why? Why do you f2il7 I have the answer, I also have some words of
encouragement for you, please keep reading!

First, understand that vou do mot have what it takes to overcomne the pitfalls of
lifie. The pirfalls of life comes from sin and within each one of us is a sin namre.
Mavbe vou have never heard of that. Simply put we are bom separated from God
becanse of the sin of Adam and Eve. We are told m Fomans 3:10 “4s i is writien,
There is none righteons, no, nof one:” and again in Fomans 3:23 “For all o
sinned, and come short gf the plary of God, ™ we cammort within ourssbyes over-
come the sin nature within ws,

Second, there is 3 consequence or penalty that comes with sin. Bvery one of us
are headed for this penalty. Motice with me Fomans 6:23 "For the wages gf s is
death; but the gift of God iz eternal Ijfe through Jezus Christ our Lord. ™ 5in has 3
death penalty. This death penalty is an etemnal death, a death beyond our beartheat
That isn't very good news to begin a Mew Year with, is it? If we stopped mzght
there we conld find no hope and have no confidence moving inte 2017, bt the
Bible continwes so let’s continue in it! God has a gift. A payment for the penalty
{consequence) of sin, 3 payment that doesn’t mean an etemnal death. God offers
eternal life as a sobstitnte for eternal death.

Third, the eternal life that God offers was provided by Jesns Christ! Jesus paid
the penalty for our sin. Fomans 5:8 "But God commenderh iz love foward us, in
that, while we weare yai sinners, Christ died for us. ™ Commendeth is an old Eng-
lish word that simply means God shows or displays, in this case His love. Even
while we are living with a sin natare smbedded in our lives and having no hope,
Jesus died for you'! He did this to prevent you fom dying 2o eternal death. All the
hving, cheating. They are shornt lived pleasure, short lived becaise the end is death
It's important to nnderstand, we aTe not sinners becanse we sin, we sin because we
are sinmers! Jesns is the salvation of sinners.

Fourth, bow does Jesus remedy our sin nature. I'm glad vou ask! Your Bible
tells vou in Fomans 10:9-10 “That {f thou shalt congfess with thy mowrh the Lord
Jezus, and shalt balieve in thine heart that God hath raized him from the dead,
thowu shalt be saved. (10 For with the heart man believeth unio righteousmass;
amd with the mowuth corfersion is made nnto ralvation. ” Simply put, confess and
believe! Confess that Fesus and only Jesns can save you Thete is no odher parson
who can tzke the place of Jesus Chnist as your savior. You must be willing to
confess that. To confess Fesns as your savior you must believe that God did raise
Jesus from the dead. That's nght, it's no fairy tale. Jesus reswrection is a real-
ity yom must accept by faith, then by that same faith confess Jesus as the only
forgiveness of sin, your sm!

This miracle is called being born agzin! Having this new life in Jesus Christ
gives you His presence daily. That's right, Christ lives within yvou. In thar fact is
the strength you need to fnlfill your Mewy
Year resolutions. Whatever they may ba
with Jesus in your life they will be the
right decisicms made with the presence
of godly sirength and vou will have the
faith to let God lead you to swocess His
way in 2017! Until pext month may God
Eeep you fimmly in His gop!

Terry Cheek iz Pastor gf Calvary Bap-
st Church in Marion.
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High Country Polaris, Inc.
200 Pineola St. Newland 828-737-3060
www.highcountrymahindra.com

By Allen Buchansm
Mirchell County

I"ve never been one that enjoyed seeing Winter ammive.
The shorter days and colder weather aren’t my cup of
who wouldn't want to avoid this season? I do get sorme-
what excited on December 22nd. If's the shortest day of
the year and I know come the 23nd, everything is look-
ing pood! Wanmer weather and longer days will be hera
before I know it.

Along with the bad is plenty of good. I enjov faking the time to be thankful for
all God has provided. Thanksziving sets my heart and soul in fune as I prepare
to celebrate the birth of the Christ child If God had not sent lis only Son fo save
everyone who believed on Him we all would perish forever. Eternal life is ours for
the asking becanse God first loved the whele world.

Alibough Mew Year's Diay starts another year of adventure, it also marks the
end of one. Pecple zo crazy for one day of celebration. Millions hit the outdoors
for food and fireworks. Some g0 so far as to make resolutions to mprove their life
in the coming days. I have yet fo see anyone succeed in keeping their resolitions.

Simce I know the spirimal implications in celebrating Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, I began to wonder if Wew Year's Diay had any biblical des.

Aprcording to Wikipedia, the Babylonizns made promises to their gods at the
start of each year that they would refurm borrowed objects and pay their debis.
The Fomans began each year by making promises to the od Tanns, for whom the
manth of Jannwary is named. In the Medieval era, the Knights took the “peacock

vow' at the end of the Christinas season to re-affinn their conumitment to chivalry:
At watch night services, many Christians prepare for the new year by praying and
making resolutions.

As vou take the opporuntty to slow down and rest with bolidsys behind o,
there’s just one more day of celebration within reach. It's oy birthday, fanwary
5th That's right and today I'm giving you the chance to fimish out that roll of
wrapping paper. While yvou're exchanzsing those Christmas gifis, remember me.

Youn may think I'm sretching the tmth but I'm sure many years ago, my parents
celebrated my binth with thanksziving and jov. Imazine with the thoughts of baky
Jezus fresh on her mind. my mom beld me wondering abowt the life of Mary. 1
have sat many fmes talking to God and wondering all sbowt his 33 years com-
pared o we bumans,

Omee day I plan fo know the whole story. Seven vears after my phoysical birth, I
was reborn spiritually. Telk about celebration Dnke 15:10 KTV reads “Likewdse, T
Sy umdo Jow, thene i5_joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sirner that
repaniath. " Isn’t that swesome” Mot only did my family, friends and T get excited
when I zave my heart and soul to Fesns, bat the angels and God rejoiced!

The fact that Jesus lives in my heart is the main thing that keeps me looking up
day afier day. It keeps me pressing on through the season of Winter. In a lifenme,
we go thronzgh mamy seasons and bardships. For that reason, we need a Savior,
Jezus is the Only One! Happy Mew Years!

Allen Buchanan iz a fheelance Christian writer: Allen attends Bear Creek Baptist
church.

And that, knewing the fime, thay mow i v high Gme fo awalke out of sleep: for
now is our salvadon regrer thar when we believed. Eomans 13:11-13

We are I.l'u'.- appmnu:d Dualer I'nr the High {",uunlry & Burduﬂng
East T-nl‘lltlﬁﬁ-.'-.m. for Mahindra -
the fastest selling tractor in the UISA!

the world's #1 tractor campany and

THE FPOWERFUL 3500 SERIES
5 YEAR

WARRANTY

STEEL - NOT PLASTIC TO

e

P To -F?'m CASH DACK
& SAYVIMNGS OM ALL 3500 MODELS

Jammary 2017- Blue Fidge Christian News page 19



Several of v il bae told me et you bhave been provd o se2 1y soa hichael woeking at
F-mart — and T have o say daar T ann prond that be i wookdez too. And be wants to; tstis

3 zood dung T oan resmemiber vy firss job: 0was 25 a swocker and cledk st the linle srocery
store 3nd Zas saton shot a mds fon our bovse. The mansger of the store was 3 wiomnan by
the name of Barkara Condey, and ove of the things she enphasized was tiat there was ahvays
sk 1o do; if here were no customers At the registern tien stock te shebves, or dust
dhern ormeve the cans up o he Soot (T soll do thar when T walk in stores today™) Bur e
worst sii was o be canshi standing apvmed af the cash regiser doing podinz when she cama.
When I'was woddng wights after %Iz, Barbara kad left for the day, fwas always a zood faal-
m= when she carpe mmexpectedhy and waw me sraishening te shebves, Coe or teo omes,
mefornmately, Twas stmding v at the ot ralldne 1o the ceshier — and Thared thar fesfine T
wanted o be fmmd doins what Thad been mld to be doms when she carme.

Ifthaat’s so with sn earhdy menazer, how amch moee sowith te Lowd? 2017 is te
ear fhat Jesus comes back — orif s the vear that He comes for V0T — ove of the miost
mmaportant guestons of your Lifewill ke are vou doiez what He called and mfied vonmw do,
wien Hecorpes? [ can't nszine 2 worse Seling, than Erowing tiat God gified me to teach,
ar EVE, OF serve, of skg. of whasver — and for Him to conee and Tau deng HOTHDNG
in te chrch when He comes. Don'the fmmd standing around it *your bands o your
pockers” wien Jesus comes back. Iwe are near the end Gen SEFVE! Be fonnd doine wiar
He called vou o dowhen He comes.

CONCLUSION

e doa't koo what 2017 &= gomng o hold. Bur we know fhet the end of all thinss is closer
than it hizs ever basn hafore. And even if the end iz moe thes year, it condd wall ba ther de and
of somie of cur hves is this vear T face it slmost 3 certamny thar soms of v wha ars hers
his moerming, will OT be aroong oar mober if dere is 3 2018 In lighs of that, God's woed
says we need o be ol sound jndzment and sober™

I 5a1 3 zoal Last vear 1o 12ad 25 books by the end of the vear, and [ did: T fimished ooy 276
yesterday! One of te lonzess, and best bocks Iread this yvear was & biozraphy on Ansusine
of Hippoe Fezins — the man we offen refer w as 5o Augnstine. Afer beins comvemed fom
a lite of senmualiny as & vouns man Angustine speaf a [Hetime of semice 25 3 Bishop as an
sidudr, Bt in his laver wears, he commacred 3 deadby fever, frony wikich be would not recover
Those whe were with birn sxid thar in bis st weeks, Avgrsome kad 4 Paslns (te pensens]
Paalme) posted on the wall arovnd his death bed  He spent s st days i prayer and repen-
tznce and preparation for His comme fo the Lopd

We would do well to irnimte this great same If tie end i near, [er's geteady foric Pater
£ =zvz do the Slowing tunss: FRAY TOVE. SEFVE And sven if the and of the world s
WOT m 2007, oreven if it does not porend e end of our bves, we will wot bave wasted oor
effoers, These are the dungs we showdd be dodng every yvear mil v Bfaster comes,
Fememiber Joqus” words in e 24-46 “Blessed s that sbave whom bis M Iaster finds so domg
wizem be comes ” Ler's rededicate ourselves woday, o FRAY LOVE; and SEFVE wil He
FEQIILE,

Shawn Thomas 15 Senior Pastor af Pleazant Ridee Bapsist Church in Morsanman,
Hiz mezsages and davorionals are availalie ar www.shmvnethomas, com
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of MORGANTON

Clayton

Regifting: 3 Gifts Worth Giving Again
By Jemmy Lewis
MeDowall County

Lat's face ir. Every Chmsmmas we zet thar zift we
know wa won't use Before we completaly rip off the
paper. wa know who's going to gef it next. Thesraet
con lists the following as tha tap tan zifrs maoet likely
to be regified: candles, picnre frames, Zift baskets, / I'i'
parfume, fuit cake, wine, cookbooks, batk sosps, books
and {dnunaroll please), pajamas (really T,

If vou know Jesus, be has given you 3 gifts yvou should regifi. As 2 mamer of
fact, you may peed to wrap them up today aod gve them away. Christoas isn't
the only fme te do that. You can zive these agam and zzain &l year loag.

Zrace

John writing abant his best friend and the MMessiah said, “Foe fom s fullness
wi have ail recenved, grace upon grace. ” (John 1:16 ESW) Charles Spurgeon said:
“Mothieg bat the infinite can ever satisfy me: I am such 3 great stower that T st
have mfinire mearit to wash my sin away; buot we have had our st remeoved . and
foumd thar there was merit o spare; we bave had our lnnger ralieved at the feast
of sacred love.™ The grace that fovmd yon in your sie, drew you in, washed yon
clean, aod put vou i God’s ooply case is worth regifiing,

Forgivenes:

Hea kas delivered ns from the domain of darkness and mansfemred us o the king-
dom of his beloved Son, in whomn we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
(Colossians 1:13-14 ESV) Toward the end of his life, Tobhn Mewton, former slava
wader and nlomate suthor of thar old oo, Amazing Grace, said; “Althonzh ooy
memory s fading, I remember foe things very clearly: I sm 2 great sinner and
Christ is 2 great Savior.” Who bas ot von, woundad youw, shebtad you? Wil you
give them the forgivensss thar was freely, ata very lugh cost, given to von?

Patience

Waybe this one surprised you. Patisnce is nof on most people’s shor list.
Thankfully, it"s on God's. Peter, who kKnew vary well the patence of the God who
once called him Satan, wrote: The Lord & moe siow ro lfill hir promize a5 some
count slownass, but iz patien? foward vou, vo! wishing that any should perizh, bur
rhar ail shewld reach repentance. (I Peter 3.2 E5V) Who zrates on your nerves,
pushes your burtons, swerches vou o vour linv—ahmost every tme. Ask God for
the graca o be pagsnr,

Fegift. Today. Dion't wait. Semously.

Jerry Lewis is Sentor Pastor af Grace Commruniyy Chureh i Marion

[I-40 Exdi 103
12746 Burkemont Ave

nton, NC
B28.433.8455
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PruittHealth Home Health
2 would like to take the time
e to serve you! We strive to
.*i Pru itt provide the best quality
services for your home
health needs.

Avery County: Our services include:

(eSS 130 + skilled nursing

* physical, occupational
and speech therapies

e medical social work
* home health aides

Mitchell County:
(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:
(828) ];ﬂz-?a'g We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding
counties.

Pruitthealth.com
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CNA positions available. Part-time
and Full-time. Flexible hours.

Call 525-765-4343 for more information
or apply anvtime at oul office Monday
through Friday hetween 7:30 am and 4:00
pm. 125 Skyview Circle. Spruce Pine. next
to the Chevy dealership.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Easy Online Ordering
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Mitchell County Schools

Health Occupation Students of

America Distribute Winter Coats
By Chad Calloum
Mitchell County

On December the 13, 2018
four HOSA officers, Megan
Dnmecan; President, Camington
Boone; Secretary, Graci Pir-
man; Secretary, and Faeleizh
Bur_hmu., Chsirmen along
with advisor Linda Priman
traveled to Deyton Elementary [
to meet with Fomds Frankling
Mirchsall County's 20162017
Teacher of the Year to distrib-
ute winter coats. This Coat
drive was 3 project for HOSA
week af Mitchell High School.
Several students weare allowed
to choose the coat of their
choice, as well as oy it on.
Upon arrival officers azsisted
the children with trying the

coats on. This was 4 grest exparn-
enre for all officers to be a part of,
and become one on one with less
formmate children. As Camington
Boone put it “This experience has
opened my eyes o the neads of
children in our connty. I did not
realize the need was so close o
bome, I bope to belp more children
in the firmre ™ hMegzan Duncan,
president and organizer of this event
alzo had some heartwarming words
“The look on the child’s face when
they picked the coat they wanted,
the way their eyes lit up and the
way they smiled 50 wide was maly
remarkable ™ Several less form-
nate children were w0 ecstatic to be
receiving the coat of their dreams as
Graci Pitman said “Tt was a blessing
1o be able to have the opporinity
1o see how grateful these children
were; it was definitely 8 humbling
activity.” HOSA is wantimg fo be
more imvolved with the compninity
and activities that take place within
it. Easeleigh Buchanan, Chainmen
of the HOSA Clhub zlso has some
insight on the wip “Beinz 3 part

of this Coat dove has been a step
forward in HOSA belping the com-
nomnity. Taking the coats was such
a0 eve opening reality. I cannot
wait to see what else we do, and the
other lives we touch fo God be the
Glory " The officers along with Birs. Pitman plan to do mors interactive things
with the commmunnity and school. If you have amy questicns, ideas or kind regands,
vou may reach Advisor, Mrs. Linda Pitman af lindspitman/@mbslive net, or Presi-
dent, Megan Duncan at md2219@mhslive net. We hope the children use and love
the coats, and everyone has a Memmy Christmas! -HOSA Officars

Chad Calhoun is the Superintendant of Mitchell Co. schools.

BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Foan Fd - PO. Box 217 - Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Phone (B28) 763-2762 - Fax (B28) 765-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 American Thread Rd. - Marion, NC 28752
Phone (B28) 7T36-4426 - Fax (B28) 7564606
Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Chance Boone Cell (828) 385-1099
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My Life Wasn't Always This Way. . ..
By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Mitchell County

Several years ago, I received a call that a near magsdy
had taken place i the life of 3 family I knew. The family
wamn't directly conmected to the church of which I was
pastor, bur I felt a heavy burden to reach our snd offer o | _J

A couple of days passed before I had a chance to make
the irip fo the hospital. My heart was broken 2= [ stepped
into the Intensive Care Unif of the hospital. A teenage boy in the family had
overdosed and almost died Though the family hardly Enew me, they began to
open up when I told them I was a pastor and had heard of their sinzation and had
come to pray with them Tears soeamed down the faces of the family members
as they shared what had happened that sepmed to lead up to the events of the 1ast
ferr days. To be homest, T struggled preatly to even know what to say ar do to help
them Somehew just being there with them ssemed to bring comfort. Mayvbe it
was because they ust falt thar somesne cared Doctors had told dhe famiby thet
they felt the young man would pull threugh ut would likely have penmanent ef-
facts from the overdose.

Time passed slowly as [ wimessed famdily and friends enter and exit the room.
They would walk in, look at their loved one, speak a few brief words, and look
at me and then exit. Many youns people were there that day coming in and out
of the room. Each one entered and if they were ot already crying, they wonld
start as soon 25 they saw their friend. Some would oy to speak but could not, and
wipuld leave weeping Many looked ar the family and ar me. What I saw in their
eyes pierced may heart. To this day, I remernber the Look m their eyes. One could
tell that m=ide their hearts there was hopelessness snd emptiness just by looking
in their eyes.

Afeer T left the hospital I too cried most of the wray home that evening. (ues-
tioms rolled over and over in my mind. As I remember him there in the ICUT room,
just strugzling fo hold on fo life, I asked myself “What was be looking for?™
Surely lying there in that bed connected to life support wasa't what he was boping
o find, was it? Did he think that somehow the dmugs would belp him fnd sonie-
thing or escape fom something? What was be expecting to find at the bottom of
that pill bodtle? Was it hope? Was it meanmg” Was it sinply an escape to Ty and
forget something in hiz Life? I wondsred what he thought be wounld find as nyy
heart took me hack several years.

Many people sesrmn fo search throughout life for that one thing that i= going to
fill up that emptiness in theit heart. My search came throwgh aloohol. Wy friends
and I wounld wsually go every weekend somewhsre to drink. We didn’t drink to
be sociabls with each other, we didn’t drink becase it tasted good, we drank to
zet dmnk. The cycle repeated itsalf over and over again. We wounld sober up long
encugh fo recover from the previons weekend and by Wadnesday or Thursday
we were planning for the pext. For the most part, I did a pretty good job of hid-
ing what was going oo in my life. Some people knew, but most didn’t realize the
sttngzle I was having inside me_ You see, daring this whole time T was attending
chuoch services with my girlfriend on Sundsy momings. Some services I falt mis-
erable. MMostly I went to keep MMichelle (now my wife of 22 years) off my case!
During this tme of soazgle a farthful preacher, Buster Yelton, would preach
the gospel every service I attended. He shared of how mmch God lowved me yes
me! He talked of past what Christ went through on the cross to forgive my sin
and change my life. He tanght of God's great plan for oy life and that by Saith
and repentance T conld be 3 new person in Christ. It seemed as if every time he
preached I was the only one in the building! Have vou ever falt that way?

Cme particnlarly weekend, the whole direction of my life changed. We had
drank until about 2 am Sunday morning. This was one of only a conple of times
that I had drank vmfil I physically passed out. The last thing I remember was ask-
ing my buddiss to belp me get fiumed around in the bed of my muck becanse I was
about to be sick. Afier that, I remember nothing. The pext morming I woke up in
the same position, hanging over the tailgate. Folling over in the bed of the tack T
felt as if I had been hit by a car. There was no way [ conld mske it to church thar
morming.

Something different happened that moming thongzh as [ lay there looking wp
throngh those Hemlock trees with the sun shinmg through the limbs. For the first
fmme. T ke that no marter oo mary tirees T did this, it would abarays be the
same. All that was ever at the bottom of those cans and botiles was nothing. There
never had been apything there and there never would be! That emptiness nside
me wionld never be filled by alcoheol, or anything else, just by Jesus. Mow friends,
yon can say it was the alcohol or my imaginaton, but T know what it was. Thaz
moming [ beard clearly, for the first time in nyy soul, the God of all creation speak
o me. He spoke lowder than any audible voice ever could. He said, “Chris, this
is not why I created you, this is not mwy plan for your Life. What you are search-
ing for can coly be found in Me! I'm waiting for you ™ That weekend was the last
e alcohol would ever control me. Shorthy after that experience. I gave my life
and heart to Jesns. He gave me forgiveness, hope, direction peace with God, and
2 foundation that I can stand on no matter what happens sronnd me.

This is difficult to share knowing that so many who never knew will now knoar.
But I want those who are stuggling with alcobol, drags, ungodly relationships,
or whatever it may be, to know that you will never £ill up that eniptiness inside
no matter ow hard or how many tmes you Ty, All vou will ever find is empti-
that whart you are i right now is not why God created you. Come to Jesus and
fimd what yon have been searching for all alonz Years from now, you will be
ahle to look back over your life and see where God has brouzht yvou and what He
has bronght you ot of. You don't have to stay where you are at now. God has so
nmch more for you than this. Then one day, together we can lift our hands to the

Lord, and give Him praise and honor for changing our lives,

I often remember as I reflect on what God has done for me that moy Life wasn't
always this way!

Tohn 10:9-10 I am the door: by me {f any mean ender i, he shall be saved, and
shall go i and out, and find pasture. The thigl comath not, but for o steal, and to
kil and destray: I am come that they might have Ijfe, and thar thay might have it
more abundaniy: (EITV)

Preacher Chriz Rathbone semaes as Pastor af Mine Croek Baptizst Church.

Dear Diave,

We just stanted following your plan, and we have 539,000 m debt. We make
£55,000 a vear, and two of our smaller debts — one car and a credit card — are
both 57,500, The credit card has 3 higher interest rate, so my wife thinks we
should pay it off first. I look &t the car as 3 necessity, and for that reason I think
we should pay it off first. Who's mght?

Pat

Deear Pat,

When the miles of payving off debts from smallest to largest don't apply, I look
at things this way: If you have two debis that are of egual amoumts. T wounld attack
the one with the larger inferest rate first. In your case, that wounld be the credit card
debt.

I met what you're saying about the car. Vo guys might be m 2 bind if some-
thing happened and you lost one car. Buf it's also something you could work
around if vou had no other choice. So yesh, knock out the credit card first then
move on to the car, Geing this ronte will serve two parposes: First, it will save
you some monsy. And second I've got 2 feeling it will fire up your wife and get
ber on board with the plan even more than she slready is.

She’s taking this sertonsly if she's eyeballing interest rates, Pat. S50 use this
momentom v work together, and knock our that debq!

— Diawe

Dear Diave,
What are your thonghis on transfamring an TRA over to gold?
Sandy

Diear Sandy,

Homestly, I think that's about the dumbest thing a person could do. [ hope T
wasn't umclear.

(old is going down like a rock right now as people start to believe in the econ-
omy and the economic direction of this conniry again. The stock market indicates
this is true, and in the process, gold becomes worth less and less. Gold is essen-
tally a fear-based product, and the less fear that's out there, the cheaper gold is.
That's not how yon want to fiond your IBA . Sandy. You want to find it with soome-
thing that has a long wack record based oo prowth dus o the performance of the
companies myolved — not sommeane”s gresd or fear. Gold 1= a horrible imvestment,
and I don't cam sy except for one nice watch and a pair of cufftinks. That's it!

Dave Ramsay is CEQ gf Ramzay Selution:. He har authored seven besi-selling
boaks, including The Tetal Mongy Makeover The Dave Ramsgy Show iz haard
by more thawn 12 mullion listeners each week on 575 radio stations and multiple
digttal plagferms. Follow Dave on the web of daveramsay.com and on Twifter at
[EDaveRamsay.
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In partnership wirh

HOSPICE
NS

Rutherford

Camp Erin™ of the Carolinas is a camp for kids and teens,
ages 8 io 17, who have experienced the death of someone close
to them. Facilitated by professional staff from Hospice of Ruther-
ford County and trained volunteers, Camp Erin is offered free of
charge to kids and teens throughout the Carolinas.

At Camgp Erin, kids have an opportunity o be around other
kids who have experienced similar losses. They participate in
typical camp activities {arls, crafis, field games, and more), as
well as activities designed fo help them understand and process
tiveir grief.

This year's Camp Enn of the Carclinas will be held from Fri-
day, November 13th through Swnday, Movember 15th at South
Mountain Christian Camp in Bostie, NC. For more information,
please contact Cy Miller at {323)245-0085 or cymiller@thospi-
ceofrutherford.org

The Meyer Foundntise and
Haaples ol Rutheron Caunty

A vy Supporr Camp for Eids & Feans

accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis. Preference
is given to campers who have not attended Camp Erin
before.

Parits City

SAAETFTFEF FEARETsS

John Briggs & Benny Briggs = Ownar
B & J Auto Parts
140 Hwy 226 M. = Dakarsville, NC 2BETOS
(B28)588-2137 or (BZOGHE-21 30

Fnlz 7 AR S-050 PRA, Eat T AR 13 PR, B Closed
WPRdT ard (eelicad 8§ Fanbelaplota. Soamn

ey §limairm, BAoE

All Things New
By Marlene Houk
Burke County

2 Sammel 22:33 “God iz my strength and power: and he
makarh my way perfect.

Ispiah®f:4 “Trust ye i the LORD for ever: for in the
LORD JEHOVAH i everiasting strength. ™

Panic smshed throngh his soul as the pain gripped
with an iron hand. It had been seven hours, and be could
feel the push of the force that propelled him into the
mnknown. Dimly he heard the wail of the siren as he struggled against the dark-
ne=ss and the suffocarng claustrophobia. He could barely see the light at the end,
but ke conld sence the intense efforts of those on the other side as they assisted
him. Finally, be broke free mmto the invitng bright light of the emergency room
where 3 team of murses, docfors
wiorked feverishly to assess, aid,
and comfort his iny body. He
heard gentle sounds, two of which
be recopnized from his nime-
mounth jouwney, and be relaxed,
knowing that all was well. A new
advenmre had bepun. Althonzh he
didn’t know whar the fivtore held,
be knew that the famdliar voices
would be there with him.

MNew-he was completely new! He had no past, and be had no preconceived
ideas and no understanding of the siznificance of the culture he kad been bom
info. His slate was clean, and he reveled in the hroarious love that cuddled him
like the softest Sherpa flesce. He also knew instinctively that he would be pro-
tected from the slightest threat of anvihing that sttempted to thwart his parents”
his sleepy eyes watched the lizht shine on 3 warm and caring staff, and be knew
he would thriwe in this new waorld.

Tust as this newbom baby was welcomed, praised for the acoomplishment of his
birth, smd fulfillad the love and wizshes of family, so the addict, when he is birthed
inm the heirship of the Kingdom is welcomed, praized for his decision to follow
Christ, and mreasured for his pofential to glorify God.

Theze powerful facets of a new Christisn mentioned above (love, affimation
and purpose} nourish and grow that new creatore refered to io 2 Conmithiams 5:17.
Asx the chrch, his family, begin to gather round at the sltar, smile and welcome
this prodizal son info the church, their love lights the darkness of statstical failue
and weaknesses. As the LOFD JEHOWAH gifis him with the Holy Spirit, and He
sanciifies his spirimal gifts, providing him oppormnites o serve in the Chuoch,
be is affirmed as a child of God. As his friends accept His Lord a5 Savier, and as
others in his sphere decide to foons on Christ, this new comvert is affirmed in hig
choice of faith ower failure. And, as the froit of his spimeal labors glonify God, he
disciples others and repeats the new birth process.

The converted sddict lified his wet face to the sky and praised the Lord of the
universe for sending that ambmlance finll of Christians fo help birth him into the
family of God. His heart swelled with new life, and its thytho filled his sonl with
spiritaal strengih and the all-consuoming desire fo grow in grace and m the knowl-
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ! (2 Peer 3:15)

"Thergfore we are buried with kim by baptism into death: that ke az Christ
was raized up from the dead by the glory qf the Father, @ven so we also showuld
walk in mawmess af life. " Fomans §:4

Marlene Houk is a regular confributor to The Blue Ridee Christian Naws. She
e S, her huesBand, affend Wount Home Baptist Church.

2 For God so loved the world, thar
Where Should You Go: e 7 outy gt B, et
Primary Care Urgent Care ER ww i him should mot
Lawiar Codt Higher Coet Highoot Cot g:hnnhilﬁ everiaxing .
Check All Areas Of Only Treat Urgent Only Treat Urgent
Your Health Condition Condition

Monitor Condition/
Follow Up Care

Mo Follow Up Care Mo Follow Up Care

Can Go When You Are
Lick And When You
Are Well

Should Only Go
When You Are Sick
Or Injured

Should Only Go
When You Are Vaery
Sick Or Injurcd

You Can Get Your Mo Preventative Care | No Preventative Care

Yearly Check Up

Unless You Are Very Sick Or injured The Best Place For Your Care
I Wi ir Prim ey T arem Pravuirdior

688-2104 spruce Ping

36 Hospital Drive

Bakersville
E6 M Mitchell Ave

“PéBcHC

wwrw brenews. com
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Under the Spout Where the

Glory Comes Out
By Kurt Bomar

Avery Counfy

Bt ye, beloved, hullding up yoursehas on your mast koly
Jaith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keap voursehes i the love
of God, looking for the mercy gf our Lord Jesus Christ unta
atarnai ljfe Tude 20,21

Thete iz 3 wonderfnl old byrmm entitled “Get under the
spont where the glory comes out.” There is also a deep profoumnd muth hidden in
it.

First et me dispense with a common misconception. It doesn't mean that this
upcoming year we can exm God's bove by being a “good Little boy or girl™ Oh
how we miss sp omch when we think that God's love to ns depends on our obedi-
ence o Him This can be proven by looking at Foon, 5:8. There Paul tells us that
Grod loved us even before we knew Him. While we were sfill n 2 sinfol sfate.
Dipes it make sense that afier we are saved, His lowe for us would urn condi-
tiomal?

God doesn't make a list and check it tonice like Santa. Father we make the list
and He blots it ount!

If this is tre, then why are we
told 1o “keep ourselves in the love
of God ™ It's very simple. It means
we are wise o be in the place
whera we can receive His bless-
ings. Think of God as a refreshing
waterfall on a hot day. We can get
under it and enjoy that blessimg, or
we can wander dowm 3 path that
separates us from it

Hera's the point. When we
wander sway and we don't feel the
bleszings of God we need to knoar
that He didn’t shut off the waterfall. It's stll zoing full power. He is faithfnl even
when we are not. God doesn't monitor the wolome based apon bow good we are
doing. He simply gives us the choice fo bask in His blessmgs or not. But His love
for us is always there.

It's up to s to get back under the spout where the glory comes out.

Selah (think sbout it)

Eiyry Bomar iz pastor gf Wainut Grove Preshyterian Church.

Lift Chairs

by Med-Lift & La-z-boy
2 Featuring:
2 = Lifefime Frame and

Mechanism Warranfies
= Supenor Construction
» Hardwood Frames

= All Steel Mechanisms

NOW

ON SALE!

Many styles & colors
now in sfock.

FURNITURE ¥ COMPANY

274 DAK AVENUE = SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA 28777
PHONE (B2B) 765-5657 » FAX (B2B) 765-bb5E
wwww. peoples-turniture.com

STORE HOURS: 8:30AM TO 5:30PM - MON. THRU SAT.

—— o
~ Forover 33 years, we have
provided a “Higher Standard
of Care” for our patients in
their homes and all area
tacilities: a care built on
the principles of comfort,
dignity, choice and conirol.
As a stand-alone not-for-
profit, we ofter this award
winning care for chronical-
Iy and terminally ill patients
and their tamilies.

-
il

828.682.9675

AT ol S tandardiod Care

4§
/

Youn (Clioice.

Your Faspice.
Al Jor Yancey FHaspice.

T

hospiceofyancey.org

856 Georges Fork Rd. Burnsville, NC

www. brenews. com
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New Fear s Dawning

The new year now i5 dawning,
Wil you cry or will you dance?
O take timee fo zmell the fowers;
This could be your final chanca.

Or iffe wa dmow iz thort hare
And our time iz like a flazh
So will you Iive the futire
Juzi the way Jou ed your past?

Wil you make the bezt aff all
That god has ghaen you,
Or wall vou waste away the fine
Feeling sorrowill and bine?

Wl you leave your loved ones

With a auesfion on thefr minds;

O will you make it clgar fo all
That heaven you did find?

Joy kaz Ihed in Madizon Cownly since I19748, where she now lves with her hus-
bamd, Dy Jow Baldhwin, She iz a native gf Buncombe Coungy and the dougher
af tha Iate Cleil and Edith Moss She is currently a member qf Mt Zion Bapiist
church in Marshall, NC with her Fusband. Az a previous membar, she calls Forks
af hey Mizzsionary Baptis? Churnch in Waaverville “home away from homa™.

Horizon Church

Another Year to Get It Right. . ..

By Mike Stronad
Burke Covmty

Here we go again. Facing a brand Wew Year. Will I lose
the weight T have zained at Christmas? [ make a new reso-
Iattom that I will start & new diet, read o1y Bible more, pray
mare, do more for the ministry, and stan exercising more.
Yeah, right. It sounds good to start going on a diet afer
Sunday dinmer, but the fact iz we are weak. I don't know
shout you, buf my intentions are greater than my applica-
fions. Once that belly starts growling. I'm howling for relief Fasting iz not my
strong suit. Why is it 5o hard to push throngh the agomy of doing berter? W like
lazy. We think we always have tomoTrow or next year. We prioritize according
to how we feel at the moment Mot much at sacrificing. The greatest accomplish-
ments in our life come through sacrifice. When we sacrifice those hunger urges,
and press on to ear clean and healthy, our bodies thank us. When we sacrfice to
spend fime with The Lord meore, He enriches our hears and sonl. By the way, it
shouldn't be 3 sacrifice to serve the Lord I look at the sacrfice He made to bring
me salvation and etemal life. Think about the agony He endured thronzh the
Cross of Calvary. Beaten and Bleeding to wash away our sims. Yei, He endured
the Cross because of the jov and glory set before Him. He rose agzin from the
dead and now is seated at the right hand of the Father making intercession for the
szints That is encouraging to me. My prayers seem to go inanswered sometimes,
bt I know if Christ is praying for me._.I"'m good to o no matter what T am deal-
ing with. If Christ can go through what He did for me, the least I can do is mke
up my cross and go through a little suffering. That is my prayer for ns this year
That we go further than before in our walk and dedication to the Lord. That we
sacrifice a little more this year We nmast remember, our bodies are the Temple of
the Hely Ghost. Let's sacrifice to be 2 good steward in cur bodies. Bodily exercise
profits little according to the Bible, but it does profit. They walked everywhere
in Christ day. Let’s get to walking our walk like we never kave before. Thatis a

Mk Strowd iz o pasfor af Horizon Church in Morgoeon, Music Dinector af wiss!

Lot yonr light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
gloryfi vour Father which ix in heaven. Matthew 5:16

designed and produced right here in the USA,

with wood when needed and customize the amount of heat to your liking,
They are simple to use and built to last]

Young's Fuel of Bakersville and L&B Furniture of Marion

MNothing makes a home cozier than a wood burning stove. They look great and they
produce heat for your living room, family room, dining room, o kitchen, Buck Stove
offers a wide selection of Wood Buming Stoves in various styles and sizes, proudly

Buck Stove wood burning stoves allow you to use a plentiful and renewable source of
fued to heat your home all winter, Not only do wood burning stoves look pleasing, but
they also allow you to rely on your own source of heat. You can heat your home

Visit our local BUCK STOVE Dealers and check out the selection of Wood Burning Stoves!
Peebles Furniture of Spruce Pine, Blossman Gas of Burnsville, Amerigas,

www. bremews . com
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Happy New Year Everyone
By Marcus Benfield
Mitchall County

I tmst you had a Very Mermmy Christmas as well.

As we begin 2017 we have many things on the horzon.
In just a few short days our 45th president will take the
Crath of Office and begin his new role of leadership of the
Greatest Maton on God's Eanth. I st we will all pray for
Prezident Trnamp, Vice President Pence and their cabimet
regularly.

Mawy mmes, a MNew Year beging with Recolntions that are often broken within
30 days or less. May I suggest we Besolve to do some things this year that we can
do successfully.

First of all, ket us Resolve to pray daily even several times a day as the Aposile
Panl admonished us to "Pray withow? ceasing. (I Thess. 3:17)

Secondly, let ns Resolve to read our Bible Daily for the Peabmist teaches s that
His Word s a Lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. (Psalm 119:105)

Thirdly, 1et us resolve to be more Faithful in our Church Attendance as the He-
brew writer tells us to Forsake not the assembling of ourselves together. (Hebrews
10:2

1"||:rm'|1:|lr£:II . let us Fesolve to Love one anodher as the Apostle JTohn feaches ns.
(Tobn 13:34535)

Fifihly, ket ns Fesolve to work together i Uniry as we sse the example of this
all thromgh the book of Acts in the early Church. Azain the Pzabmist reminds us
as well as to how good and how pleasant it is for brethren fo dwell together in
unity. (Psalm 133:1-3)

Sixily, let us Fesolve to be Thankfol each day for God's Aundant Blessings on
each ofus.

Finally, may we Fesolve to Beach the Lost with The Gospel of the Saving
Grace of Christ. After all He commanded it m Matthew 28:19820 a5 well as Mark
14:15. He also told his disciples in Acts 1:8 "dnd ye shall be Wimeszes unfo ma
both i Jerusalem, and in ail Judea, and in Samaria, and wnfo the uifermost part
af the earth. "

May we seize this opporiunity to welcome a new Year of Fesolitions that we
can be confident that at years end we have kept and that they have made a Beal
Impact for Christ!

od Bless you all and May God Bless Americal

I Bewfield iz the Senior Pastor of Altapazs Bapist Church in Spruce Pine. Ha

Jormearly pastored in Aleccamder Connty, NC for 20 years before coming to Alta-
sz im Ocrober 2011

MHS Seniors

By Doug Suddmsh
Mitchell County

The Fotary Club of Spruce Pine recognized the
“Semors of the Month"™ at its Thorsday, Mov. 17, regular
DEeeting.

They were infroduced by Mitchell High School goid-
snce coumselor Grant Sparks.

Wirchall High School santor Callie Blevins plans to
bacome a preschool teacher. She has worked 55 an intern
&t Foan Child Development and will move to Fort Hood, Texas, afier she gets
married this coming Tune. Her fiance is active duty military and is camently in
Afzhanistan.

Elevins said she is likely to amend Ceniral Texas College to contimie her educa-
Hon.

WMHS senior EKayla Brvant is a lifelong resident of Mirchell County, serves as
FBLA president, is in show choir and works part time at Boonie and Clhyde’s i
Loafers Glory.

Bryant wants to attend Liberty University and become a history teacher She
credits WMHS history teacher Matthew Hurd for fostering her lowe of history.

She zaid she plans to eventually earn her doctorate.

E’gﬁﬁcﬁmﬂ'gﬁmm rrant Sparks,
"Semior qf the Month ™ Callie Blevins, November ~ Eaqyla Bryant

Doug Sudduth i the Public Relations Officar for the Spruce Pine Rotary Club.

BUCK'S

www.buckstinyhouses.com
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Avery County Pregnancy Center 1808 Millers Gap Hwy. Mewland 1C
Contact Person: Wade i
Phone: §28-733-2400
Hotline: 82E-387-5478
Mon-Profit Pregnancy Center offering free assistance o anyone with a difficult
pregnancy sifuation. Cpen Tuesdays and Thosdays from Pam-5pm. Call for ap-
polntment or just stop in to speak with someons.

Burle County

Catawha River Baptict Association - On Tuesday, Tamuary 17th we will ba
hosting the Bvery Believer 8 Wimess PastorsAinisters traiming conference with
evanzelist and founder Dennis Mum. Dennds was raised m Morth Caroling and
loves teaching people fo make witnessing a lifestyle At this important (Talning,
he will teach us a great sirategy that will benefit your church in wonderfol ways
s please sign up today.

The cost is 549 per person and includes DVDYs, CDVs, Traming hMannal, and
of course the conference which will begin &t 10 am.

To register please go o bitps:Veverybelieverawimess orgpastor-equippine-
conferencefragister.

Once yvou register you will be sent digital DVTY and CT) copies of the presenta-
fion which shounld be looked at before attending the conference to help you better
understand the process.

I personally teach this method in charches and have actually seen church
members come to faith in Christ as they began working on their personal fest-
miomry. This is a great tool and I hope each of our pastors and staff will join ns for
fluis very importsnt fraining.

Minsic and Worship Leadership Meeting- I'm excited about possible parimer-
ships with area Ministers of Music in order to strengthen music worship num-
istries in our local charches. With that in mind we are plannimgz a Music and
Worship Leadership mesting for Tuesday, Fannary 244h at §:30 pm_ at our CREBA
office for all persons Imvolved in musicworship leadership im our ares churches,
We will have 2 time of QA snd then will discuss plans for the fwvtare. We hope
io zee you there.

Chrisfian Business Men's Connection (Morgamton) - We ame 8 movement of
hien to Experience the Power of One God, the Value of One Man and the Lever-
age of One Team, resnlting in the Spirimal Beproduction amons Bosinessmen.
Please join us fior hmch at one of our weekly Bible smdy meetings: Tuesday,
12:00 noon at the Connmmity House, Morganton. Contact: Wayne Giese, B28-
413-3E1%.

Morganion Seventh-day Adventisi-Burke County - 10 Days of Prayer - Janu-
ary 11, 2017 through Jaouary 20, 20017, each night at 7:00 p.m_, at the Morganton
Seventh-day Adventist Charch, 2187 Tamestown Rosd, Morgmton BC. 28855,
"For where two or three are gathered together in My Mame. there am I im the
mudst of them ™ - Matthes 1820 ETV

Pleasant View Baptist Church, Morgantfon, NC, a theologically conservative
SBC charch, is seeking a pastor who is a dedicated teacher, counsslor, proac-
tive leader, comumitted to community outreach. Prefer 3 graduate of semuinary or
similar college with some experience.

Send resume to FVBC-SEARCH TEAM, 1834 US T0 E, Morgamton, WNC
285655

Aglow Infernational Hickory Lizhihouse Hickory Lighifhouse meetings are
the second Saturdsy of each month

McDiowell County

Clinchfield Baptist Church (Adarion) — We are accepting resumes. for Min-
ister of Music. Current worship style is blendsd | vsing both raditonal bymms,
choral, and contermporary srangements with soloist and choir. The position is &
paid part-ome position and inwolves orgamizimg and leading the charch's nmsic
ministriss both adult and children. Baptist background preferred. Send resmes
with references to Clinchiiel dhapt ier com or to address 1130 East
Court Smeet, Maron, MC 28732 Arn:; Persomme] Comnities.

First Baptist Church of Marisn - Balize Madicsl Mission Registration is now
oomplete for the 2017 Balize Medical Mizsion Trip. 14 are onbeard and prepar-
g to provide free climics in 5 mnderserved villages in the northern Coroeal Dis-
trict of the counery. The team iz currently raising funds for medical sopplies and
medicines. Contributions are greatly appreciated. Please make your donaticns to
FBC for the Belize Madical Fund. For more info., please contact Scott Hagaman,

New HOPE of McDowell (AMarion) - Mew HOPE of McDowell is seekinz a
full-fime Associzte Director - Shelter Manger. New HOPE of McDowell is a
non-profit domestic violence and sexual assanlt agency located in McDowell
Conniy, WIC. Thes postion inchuides benefits such as emploves health insurance
and paid vacation, personsl, and sick fime. The primary purpose of this positon
is to provide direct client services snd advocacy to victims of domestic violence
end sexmsl aszmult and their children as well assisting with carmying out the strate-
gic goals and objectives of the organization. providing direct leadership and m-
pervision to 2l Client Services Advocates, and operating under the direction and
expectations of the Execntive Director/Court Advocate and Board of Directors.

Mitchell County

Bear Creel Baptist Church-Ledger - Women's Prayer Breakfact ai Helen's
Bestaurant on Friday Tamnary 13, 2017 at Helen 8-00am Ordering from menn.
All women are invited.

Celebrate Recovery - Eick off will be Jamuary 5, 2017 700 pm. This is a Christ
and Biblical Based Program, giving hope and help for men, women and families
suffering from addiction. Any question comtact Josh Wisers 385-0061
There will be 3 mesting every Thursday night with somecne there to talk to men,
wonen, and their families

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Church in Ashevills
is sponsonne 4 home fellowship and Bibls Smdy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is beld on Thiosday evenings at 7:00pm at 7% Sean Dr (Estatoe arex—off Broshy
Creek Fd). We are studying the Gospel of John comentty. Call Tobn Jackson T60-
T93-3T99 for informaton and directions. And bring your Bible

Sopport Group Fer Caregivers Of Those With Memory Loss To Hold Mest-
inzs Tha First Friday Of Each Month From 1-3PM Care & Share, 3 newly-formed
support group for caregivers of loved ones who have been dizgnosed with
memory loss, will bold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice & Palliative
Care of the Blue Ridze, 236 Hospital Dr. in Spruce Pine. from 1:00 PM. to 3200
BM High Coupiy Caregiver Foundation welcomes and encourages all caregiv-
ers i atend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can guickly become ex-
hemsted. renmatized and isolated snd this new group mtends o provide support,
friendship. education nformistion aod referrals for caregivers. Monthly mestings
hald on the first Friday of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
Thers will be opporinnities for caregivers fo tell their stories, leam nsefil fips,
irade miformation, and give and gain support to others in the same situation.

For farther information showt the group and the meeting please contact Suzanne
Bussell at (714) 614-5867 or Janet Onzts at jootonzts@yahoo. com.

First Baptist Church Spruce Pine - First Baptist Church of Spruce Pine is
sepking & pan-time Childcare provider for their toddler morsery. The position will
require approximately eight hours per week consisting of 4.5 hours on Sundsy
moming 1 5 hoors on Sunday mighes, nd 2 hours on Wednesdsy nights phas other
hours doring specisl events 25 nesded The position will reguire a spint-filled
caring and responsible childesre provider who will focus on providing a safe
erviromment for teddlers. Qualifications inclwde experience in canng for young
children and the physical ability to meet their active needs; 2-3 references; and
willingmess to submit to 3 background check. CPR is required and First Aid is
recommendsd and can be completed once employed. The hourly pay is $15-320
per bour znd is negotiable based on expen=nce and qualifications.

Applicants shonld contact First Baptist Charch, 125 Tappan Sireet, Sprmce
Pme MC ZE777. Phone # B28-T65-9411 Ext. 301

Alnichell Baptist Association-Spruce Pine - Bvangelistic Ministries
The Mitchsll Baptist Associstion operates several svangalistic mindstries to reach
those who have never heard the zospel.

Prisom Minigery — the association employs a folltime chaplain at the blountam
Wiew Correctional Institution. The chaplain is responsible for ministering to the
spirial peeds of the inmates.

Veterans Ministry — the associafion operates & veterans' minisity. The Diirector
of MMissions visits the veterans® bospitals in in our syess, sharing the zospel with
those who have faithfully served our nation
ports an evangelist to conduct Sunday morung worship services at the Secluded
Valley Camperound off the Blue Fidge Parkoway in Spmce Pine.

Wilderpess Hispamic Mission — the sssociation supports a church for the His-
panic commmmity in Sprace Pine.

Alitchell-Yancey Substance Abuse Tasl: Force

Toin the Mitchell Yancey Substance Albwnse Tesk Force for our Tamueary 10, 2017
mesfing, noon-1pm & the Yancey County Library., We will bear a presentation
from Leslis MoCrory with the Begional Perinatsl Substance Use Initiative abont
wiork being done i western Morth Carolina to address the issue of newbom dmz
dependency.

A Becent Stdy of Medicare recipients found that m 2011, abont 15 percent
were prescribed an opioid when they were discharged from the hospital; three
months later, 42 percent were stll taking the pain medicime.

Talk to your doctor and ask questions about any pain medicanons you may be
prescribed after injury or surgery.

Spruce Pine Farmer's Market MMoves Indoors! - We will have baked poods,
frech epps. pork, prass fed beef and more. The market is mvzide the Pizza Shop
and Dry County Brewing Company from 12-4pm. The indoor markets will be
once a month the 15t Saturday of the month frem Decamber through Aprl. Come
shop kocal with us.

Eed Crosz Blood Diomation - The American Fed Cross serving Mitchell and
Yancey County has volunieer positions open a5 Blood Donor Ambassadors assist-
ing in the areas of Beception and Hespitality at local blood doves in Spmoce Pine
nd Burnsville. With the need for blood donations increased during the holidays,
this is 3 crifical role and meaningfol way to serve an wgent need throngh the Red
Cross. Drives are held at the First Baptist Choorch of Spruce Pine and the Higgins

www. brenews. com
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Bits n Pieces

Memaorisl Methodist Clurch in Bomesville Vohmtsers serving in this role help
the Bed Cross provide a great blood donation experience for donors - helpine

o save lives. For more information and to apply go to hitpowanaredcross.org!
vohinteeror contact Kimberly Brewstar, Volontesr Services Specialist supporting
the Mitchell and Yancey area blood drives st kimberly brewster giredcross.org or
H28-333-0800.

Sommer 17T Worlsshops af Penland - Say bello to Penland's Summer 2017
workshop catalog, now online in fill as a POF! We're beyond excited o have 97
great workshops on offer this year. Take a look and come join us in the smdios to
bmnild bikes or books or bowls or brooches or .7

All applications received by Febmuary 11 will be enterad into the early registra-
tion lottery. Scholarships are available for all workshops: apply by Felbrmsry 17.

Tipton Hill Commuuity Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Conniry Breakfast, the first
Sanardsy each month, 7:30 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Charch scross from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemade sansage, scrambled eggs, gravy, jellies,

juice and coffes. Eat in or take-out, all funds support the Tipton Hill Comonmity
Foumdation.

Yancey County

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Fine - Calvary Chapel Charch in Ashewille
is sponsorng 3 bome fellowship and Bible Study i Sproce Pine. The fellowship
iz beld on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm =t 79 Sean Dir. (Estatoe area—off Broshy
Creek Bd). We are smdying the Gospal of Jobn currently. Call Tobn Fackson 760-
T93-379% for informstion and dirtections. And bring your Bible.

Hizgins Memorial United Methodist Church - Bible Study Fellowship (B5F)
Men’s Class meeting in Burnsville announces that its new stady year will begin
Sepember 13th at §:55 pm and the class is being hosted by Higsins Methodist
— 101 M. Main Swoeet, Bumsville. This year's smdy will focus on the Gospel of
John

Bible Smdy Fellowship (B5F) is an interations] and imerdenominstions] Bible
class for men of all ages. denominations, geosraphic locations and backegroumds
— all men fiving in Western Morth Caroling are encouraged to join the study. The
group, for bezimmer or advancesd Bible smdents. will mest fromm §:55 to 855 pm
each Tuesday evening throngh May — just show up any Tuesday evening begin-
ning September 13th to join the zroup and the smdy.

For more local information, call Mike Lanrence — 004-254-6303 (jamesmi-
chaellswrencei@igmsil com) or Harvey Schestag — E28-284-0707 (harveysche-
stagimemail com) ar go o wwwbsfinternational org for comprehensive informa-
fion shout BSE.

Lanrel Branch Baptist Church (Burnsville) — Seeking hi-vocational pastor,
please email resume to foreecappsFifronter com.

Trac Anmounces Y1617 Grant Recipients - The Toe River Aris Conncil
Asheville Area Ars Counncil, snd the Madison Couaty Arts Council are pleased to
snnoumce the 20162017 Begional Artist Project Grant recipients.

The Regional Artist Project Grant (FLAPG) is a0 anmual grant program that
provides financizl support to developing professionals by funding 2 project pivotal
to the advancemment of their careers as amists. The salection criteris include artistic
mernit, the potential of the project to contribute to the amist's professional zrowth,
and the feasibility of the project itself

This year's grant cycle received 50 applicants, with owver 554,000 in requests
from all ant disciplines. A total of 511,500 was awarded. The Fepional Armst
Program Grant is sponsored by the Toe Fiver Arts Council (Mitchell and Yancey
Counfies); Madizon Arts Council; Asheville Area Arts Council (Buncombe
Conanty) with support from Avery Connty, and the Borth Caroling Arts Couneil, &
division of the WIC Deparment of Manmzl and Cultural Fesources, 5 state agency.

The 2016-2017 Regional Artist Project Grant Recipients sre:

From Buncombe County:

Tohn Fansmeier [51,100]: To build a new kiln and farnish it with kiln shelves
Aliciz Willizms [51,100]: To purchase 3 wood planer to ensble the precise mill-
g of wood nsed in nry rocking horses and carvings.

Heather Histala [$500]: To purchase a Skuit EM 1227 elecmic kiln

Michael Stevens [§1,000]: To document a new §5-piece chamwber jazz ensembls
with 3 sdio recording of 10 new onginal compositions over the course of o
days

Toseph Pearsom [$800]: To produce a body of figurative works on reporposed
discarded materials and to halp with promotions throwsh variows media.
Bamry Obes [51,000]: To owtfit fraditions] stone lithopraphy printmaking stdio in
ander to develop professionally as an artistprntes

Comnie Fegan-Blake [$60{0]: To repurpose videos of my performances, work-
shops, and inferviews mfo short clips that will reach a global sudisnce online via
Eoyle Carpenter [$1,200]: To atend, speak at, and exhibit 5t WCECA in Portland,
OF im 2017

Hammah Eaminer [$1,000]: To record 3 full-length professional album as 8 mosi-
cian, singer, and songwriter

From Madizon County:

Hammah Furginele [£300]: To creste 3 doommentary film thet tells bow & muasic
festwval saved Bhaff Movmtain in Hot Springs from being clear cut in 1995,
From Mitchell County:

Christing Shimdgsl [3800]: To acquire studio equipment needed for the fabricaton

of my work in steel for scolpiure and mstallation

Michse] Elins [$200]: To complete the next phase of construction on my studio
o create 3 workspace for an spprenfice and an organized, dry glaze storage area
From Yancey County:

Jeam Elein [5800]: To purchase a Fet bench top wood lathe to help create largs
sculptural work.

Good bye Mortzage! If's paid off!

Thank you Cwen Family Poundation and everyone who contributed gifis,

This past swmrmer TRAC sent out an appeal o raise 580,000 that would pay-off
the mortzage on our Spruce Pine facility. The appeal confinwed with a focns at the
TRAC Anction and then in the year-end letter. Since scquiring our Sproce Pine
facility in 1999, members have besn donsting 1o help pay off the mortzaze. We
are very happy to annomnce that throngh the efforts of Elizabeth Westvear and
one final major gift from the Owen Family Foundstion, we have paid it off! This
substantial gift honors the philsnthropic and leadership spirit of Doroty Anne
Greene Crwven. We thank the Owen Farnily and all cur members and TRAC friends
for makimg this possible. A complete donor list will be posted soon to recosnize
all who belped us reach our goal.

We thank all those who bave supported us over the past year—from domors to
voluntesrs 1o those who opened the doors, kept others gjar, and belped us on our
jonmmey to A thrving comnmmiiy.

TRAC's first exhibit of the vesr begins Fri, Jan 13 at the Spruce Pine Gallery
with an Empity Bowls reception provided by ARTsCentered students and facnlty
25 3 Wi openimg to their exhibition—"5erving Up The Arts." The showease
of talent contirmes thremgh Feb 11. Feception snow date—Fan 2. For more mnfio,
contact Eathryn or call 828.765.0520

Yancey County Meals om Wheels (Burnsville) — Volunteers needed to daliver
meals o Yancey County shut-ins, any wesekday, 1030 am - noon. If you would
like to violanteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-8011.

AMaviand Community Colleze

Small Business Center- Allen Cook, Director, E-Mail: toook/@mayland edu
Address: 3 Mayland In Spruce Pine. WIC 28777, Telephone Number: 828-T66-
1225

To register for free classes, call Alan Cook at 828-T66-1295 or email tocoki)
msylznd edn

Free online webinar: Tax Tips for your Mew Business: This welbinar covers the
major tax issues faced by your sl busizess. Topics discussed include sslecting
2 business structare, understanding business taxes, IRS recordkeeping require-
ments, and IES help available to you. Call 328-7686-1238, if you wounld like a
copy of the accompanying power point fo this webinar or would like to schedule
free confidential business counseling. Fegister ouline: hitps:/amnw.noshe net!
workshop. aspxTekey=3103601461

Free online webimnar; Avoiding the Biggest Tax Mistakes in your Small Busi-
pess. Leam on vour scheduls st your convenence with this online class: Leam
sbout tax benefits available snd how best to avoid common mistakes small busi-
nass owners may make. Topics inclnde conunon questions to small business own-
ers: best practices, record keeping tips, mileaza'personal Business use of vehicle,
for this class online: hitps-/wamnoshe. net'workshop. sspecTekey=3 103860152

Mayland Comnommity College Small Business Center
The WMayland Small Business Center (SBC) offers hizh quality taining snd confi-
SBC will offer free classes online. Classes that begin in Jannary include: Creas-
ing a Loan Packape, Finding Money to Start A Business, Fmding & Attracting an
Inwestor, Cresting Financial Projections, How to Wrtte 3 Busmess Plan, How fo
Start a Business, Choosing a Legal Smuctre for 4 Bosiness, and Buying A Buosi-
D=ss,

The 5BC Small Bizl] online ssminars will be availsbles Tannaryl-Tune 300 To
register for @ free online class, visit waw.ncsho net'events aspx and click the “Lo-
cation” drop down menn o select “Af Centar.™ From the “Center” drop domm box
salact “Mayland Community College Small Business Center ™ Once the lncation
snd center are entered click “search™ to view the online seminars below. Click the
register button to sign up and receive a link fo view the online class.

Whether yon are considering lmmching 2 new business or managing an existing
one, MCOC's Small Business Center prowides resources tailored to fit soeall buasi-
ness negds. If yon would like to schedule 3 free business counseling session or
register for other small bosiness serminars, contact the SBC Director, Allen Cook
at 828 T66.1205 or email him at tcooki@mayland edu.

.lulgella .Fl.ngle" Ollis
Hair & Makeup Arist

828-385-0475

warw. brenews com
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GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRL 7-00 AM - 4:30 PM
CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”

Rappy New Year o
0f Our Ridens!

Best Food
and Prices!

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC

828-678-338

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Calendar for New Year
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell Coungy

Howdy Folks,

Here we are looking at a Mew Year, 2017. How are you
Eaing to enter the Wew year? Grumpy or Glad, Grouchy or
Gratefial-- the choice is yours. A wife was asked, “Do you wake
up grouchy every moming? “Mo™ she answered, “T let him
sleep.” Grouchiness in 3 man or woman drains one of grantede, gladness and
good health.

Yon canmot be gronchy and gratefol at the same time. You can't think defeat
and thrill with the victory. You cannot dwell on zin and delight in ssinmess snter-
tzin griping smd enjoy gladness.

It's a Fact Love produces more Love, so if you arend to grief, von will attract
more grief. So, vou need to acknowledze past benefits 50 you Can afract present
blessings. A grouch always has more grief than one whe is zrateful

Unless your moments are packed with praise your Mew Year will be burdened
with frustraton. Unless your steps are taken with thankfnlness your Mew Year
journey will be annorved with anctety. Uinless your days are filled with gramiude
your life will be full of zrief Don't wake up Grouchy to the New Year! Wake up
full of joy i the Lord. How do you do thar? The Bible says in Philippians 4:6 "Be
cargfil for nothing: bt in every thing by praver and suppiication with thanks giv-
mg, let your request be made brown fe od ™

Christians nesad to remember when we are facimg difficnlt times, that being
srouchy is not 3 good way to face them But Christisns have Help, and a way to
gat thronzh these difficult dmes. The Bibla tells ws: Psalms 121:1-2 says " will
Iift up my eyes wito the hills from whemce comath my help. My help cometh from
rhe Lord which made heaven and earth ' To “leok™ mesms to direct the vision in
order to find out. Looking has 3 powerful effect on our lives. Most of ns remem-
bear much more of what we see than what we hear Here in this verse we see the
Psalmist was goimg thronzh some woobles of his own, and the main thing I want
us to ses is that he knew whete to look for help and deliverance. In this coming
Mew Year let us do the same thing.

13t He Looked In The Fight Direction. He Lified up his eves, he set his eyes
on things above. He turned toward heaven not toward ummsn rezsoning. We must
ahways look up when we are faced with diffinulties. We need to Look up from the
moubla of thiz world, loak up through the temptation to sim, look up when you feel
like quitting, look up when you are bewildered or confused. Look up to the powes
of our great Lord who is able to help. Mot only did he look in the rght direction.

2nd He Looked To The Right Person. It is our nature as oman beings, to look
or search ont some mezns of help when we find ourselves in rouble. Many times
even our most faithfnl and dearest of friends fail to be sble to comfort us in these
irying times of Llife. Do you remember what Job said to his frends? “Miserabla
comforters are yve all”. The greatest comfort Christians can receive is the Peaca
that only God can give vou. Yon see the Psalmist knew the night person to look to
for Help. My help cometh from the Lord which made the heavens and earth. He
looked in the right direction He look fo the right person.

3rd He Looked For The Fight Thing. He was looking for help. Mot a quick fix
Mot a temiporary solntion. Mamy Christians todsy try to grit their teeth and bear
the load, or square off and try to lit it head on by themselves. It never has or it
pever will work, We are no match against Satan and the Difficulties that surprise
s during our life. The Psalotist was a strong man, a great King, 8 grest warmior,
yet with all his wisdom, with all his personsl soength he realized that the Lord
was his belp. May we also look to the Lord when we face difficnlties this MNew
Year!

Words of Wisdom for the New Year

= {Freat mials are often necescary to prepare us for great responsibilines. (A Fact
Found In Gods Word)

* Diom’t look for trouble, it knows whers youn are. DA

* The best friend is the one who brings out the bect i yon Adrain Bogers

* (pod works throngh people who work_ Billy Graham

Cestion for the BMew Year - JTesus zave His all, what will you giva?

It"s Up Too You this New Year

Your life can be a fmit tree

Ot just 3 shriveled pod.

The vital difference well may be

The guiet tme you spend with God NTA

Ten Ruole: For A Happier New Year

1. Give something sway (no srings attached)

2. Do a kindness (and forget it)

3. Spend a few mimates with the aged (their experience iz 2 priceless puidamnee)

4. Look imtently into the face of a baby (and marvel)

5. Laugh often {it’s life"s hubricant)

&. Give thanks (a thousand times a day is oot enough)

7. Bray (or you will lose the way)

B. Work (with vim and vizor)

2. Plan as though vou'll ive forever (because you will)

1. Live as though vou'll die tomorrow (becase vou will on some tomormo’)
1 fomnd this in an old talletm. 1A

St Williams is the Pastor gf Berry Chape! Bapiizt Chech im Spruce Pine.
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Lana’s Lines
The HPST Antibiotic

Bv Lana Ellis
Tenhesses

Finally votes have besn counted and in spite of ongo-
ing dispuates a8 pew United States president has been
named. Chring the campaign both parties, according to
their viewpoints, made several promises for the “zood &
of the people”. In the meantime Christisns were pray-
ing around the clock with most of those prayers based
on 2 Chronicles 7-14. Jfmy peopie who are called by THE

ettt e PRESCRIPTION PAD

Jrom heaven, forgive thetr sin and heal their land, When I began thinking on this : =
subject I came up with the catchy tifle for an article “Administering the HPST Ax- OF BURNSVILLE
R fi e HERINGE nf funetics . Khe MCiedienb musang, oo (e mfiagis “The Service You Deserve fram the Neighbors You Trust”

are Humility, Prayer, Seeking and Toming bhased on the shove Scripture.
Az T bepan patting my theughts topether for my “sermoen’™ on what 1= requited
for the healing of America my attention was drawn to the prayer of Danisl found

*We accept all major insurance plans

in Dianiel 9. Daniel also was praying for the healing of his nation, Israel. While in *Dirive-thro window
the process of studying his prayer I looked at the prayers of ofhers in Scripmre. *Eis‘_li'tﬁlsfl:ﬁ
There was one common theme that stopped me in my macks, Humility: All the iﬁﬂﬂil‘tl'\'ﬂﬂlﬂ
ingredients of the “HPST Antibiotic™ are required for healing of the land but the *Over 150 = e J i N
“H" j5 so easily overlooked Humility — What does it mean and bow is it dis- ol TE‘;‘“" l';d I't.“l"‘ﬁ"‘“'"':E
played? Open 7 days a wee

The Hebrew word in 2 Chronicles 7:14 mamslared “numbls™ meamns to “bend the il,pc;]}jr ovwned and upgrn-n_-d

— showing subjection. Being privileged to live in a free country ciizens of # ; L]
America are not reguired to MEEEEWDINIE. Iz it possible that our “free- ﬁskl]]ultm!r"ﬂﬂiﬂlfﬁdl Prngrnm
doms™ have made s more msensitive o what being lamble really means? Have
we become so prowd and self-righteans that subjection is not part of our thoupht
patterns? What iz God expecting when He tells His people to bumble themcelyes?
I think the answer to that question fies in the pravers of many in the Bible. See for
yoursalf the common theme that begins the following prayess.

Hamnah (1 Samuel 2) — My heart @xalis in the Lord ... There is no one holy like the
Lord_._There i5 no ong besides Thee.

Hezekizh (2 Kings 19) — O Lowd the God gf Brael who art enthroned above the
cherubim, Thouw art the God.. Thow has made heaven and earth.

Mehemiah (Mebhemiah 1) — & Lovd God gf heaven, the grear and awerome God.
Ezra (Mehemiah ) — Thow alone art the Lord. Thou hast made the heavens, the
heaven of kamvens with all thetr host, the earth and all that is on 5, the seas and = i =

all that iz in them. Thou dost give life fo ail qf them and the heavenly host bows 730 E' Mﬂll‘l st' BI.II'I‘IB‘H’I"E
down bafore Thee

Mary — (Luke 1) My soul erales the Lard._Holy is Hit nama__Ha has done mizhty 828"678"391 4
deeds

Tesus (Matthew &) — Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. t.__ __,___,_,,_,_-"_ -
Each of these example prayers began with 3 commen theme, Humility — the ac- aLP
knowledgment of God T have heard prayers prayed that T believed without doubt ..:n*.'.;.,if'll"' "l'l ui‘ 'I:J. Jl'.

had reached the very ears of God. What made those prayers so powerful? It was
the emphazis that was put on God, the Creator of all things. The One who sits on
2 throne swrroumded by a host of angelic beings, The One who put the stars and
plansis in place. The One who causes each of our beart beats to pulsate through
every artery, vein mmd smallest capillary. The One who enables oor hmes to take in
breaths of lifs-giving oxygen. God, the God above all zods!

Mizyhe noy feshle attemipt to put in words what God is trying His best o teach
me abont prayer will cawse you to think more showt your prayer Life T koo from
experience lately that py morming prayer, “Thank you God for taking care of me
daring the night and take care of me, mine and others today™ seems a bif shallow
after this study. Yes, the “HP5T Antibiogac™ does need fo be administered to an
giling America bt as we pray let us not overlook the all-important “H™ ingredient
of the formmla — “lamble themselves.™

Lana Ellis rezides in Eingzport TN, next door o prandchildren. Church is Wast
Colonial Hills Baptist Church.

Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

- M * Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

« Cozy Cabin - Coffes, Gifts,
Furnishings

SPRUCE PINE TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186 » Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 - B28-559-2700 HOURS: 7-5 Mon-Fri
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The General Assembly was busy in December with three extra sessioms. The first extra session in the month resulted in appropria-
tioms of over 5200 million of disaster relief to those affected by Humicane Matthew and the INovember wildfires that befell portions of
oy dismrict. Additional dizaster relief approprisdons will be considered in the uproming 2017 session.

Ancther extra session inchnded confirmaron of cabinet secretaries, fiull appellate court panel review, employee status, restoraden of
adminisirative anthority to the state superintendent. health insurance. board of trustess at UNC mstftons appointed by the Legislahre,
State Ethirs and Flections Enforcement Board, clanfication of the General Assembly's authority to draw Congressionsl and legislative
maps, and partizan sppellate court elections. Following are soone hizhlizghts of the enacted bills:

* Confirmatiom of the governor’s Cabinet secretary appointess by the M.C. Senate.

= Consolidaton of the State Board of Elections, Lobbying Compliance Division of the M.C. Secretary of State’s office, and N.C. Eth-
ics Commission into the State Bdhics and Elections Enforcement Board with an even split in partisan membership,

= Clamfication that the W.C. Constitution gives sole authornity to the General Assemnbly to draw congressional and begislative districts.

= Restoranion of the State Superintendsnt of Public Instruction’s anthority to msake staffing decisions as the elected head of the Depart-

meni of Public Instuction.

Govemor MoCrory called legiskators back to Faleigh for a final exira session in an effort to repeal House Bill 2 — Public Facilities
PBrivacy & Security Act I vored for Honse Bill 2 in March of 2016 for the same reasons I woted against repeal of the bill in December of
2016 — I finmly believe in protecting and mamtaming privacy and safery for women and girls i resoooms, showers, and locker rooms. 1

NC Senate District 47

Sen. Ralph Hise

Ralph.
919-733-3460

will always wote for what I believe is dacent and appropriate and in the best interest of my constriuents.
I wish each of you a happy and heslthy new vesr! As always, please share vour thoughts with me on this or other zsues related to
stafe government by emailing me at ralph bize@ncleg net or calling me at 010-733-3460.

Gmwmgnpmﬂmﬁﬂamﬂma,myparmﬁm:h]l&dmm&ﬂmwhmnfharﬂwm pablic semvice, and gratimde for all that our great coumiry has o offer My father
was 3 minister who served our country in World War IT, while also serving our family, congresation and the conmmmity of Winston-5alem My mother was an alemen-
fary school teacher who ymderstood the value of education and its power to Lift people out of poverty.

I amtended public schools in Winston-5alem where [ started iy football career, and 1 contimaed to play foothall at Wake Forest University, where [ eamed a degree in
Communications. [ met the love of my life, Brooke, shortly thereafier. Together we have two incredible sons and were recently blessed with cur first grandchild.

I began my caresr in equipment sakes in Morth Carolma, only to find that the policies of our govenument coly beld back people ttving to work their way up. It was then
that I decided I wanted to man for public office, to make a real difference in our conntry for the sake of my children and o1y community.

Afier representing Morth Carolina®s Fifih District, I was elected o the United States Senate, and I am honored to work for the people of Worth Carolima. T ourrenthy
serve a5 the Chairmean of the Senate Select Commities on Infellizence, where I oversee the nation's intellizence apencies to ensure that they are working together o
keep our couniry safe. During my time i the Senate, T have made it my nussion o ensure the safety and secunity of our citizens both ar boome and sbroad. I am working
o protect the rights of crime victims while miving law enforcement the tools they need to bring criminals fo justice. T have fonght for our veterans md military families
who have fought so hard for us, to protect the retiremnent secority of seniors, and to make college more affordable so that every American has a shot at the American
Dream. But mvy work is far from done. As the Senator for Morth Caroling, Twill contimie wrorking to restore the strenzth of our economy, to expand opportumity for all

Americans mnd to keep oor country safe.

Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

“becanse love oovers 3 mmititnde of gns.” What does this mean. “love covers a malihade of
sms"? It meeans that when yoa love samecne, vou guverkock the flaws in tem . and the sins
ey commmit agaimet yow Think shoat it the people that you love are not perfect, far from it
They dio things that rodghf bt or sy yon all the time. Bag you - overlook it becanse yon
bowe them ¥iu miizh say semesthing Hke: “{0h, T knoy theyy did (such and such a thing)™ tur
v dion't care, because you love them Mow some OTHER. person, whom vou are NOT
mclmed w love, nuay do the SAME kind of thine, and et von are offended or bold it azainst
themn What was the difference™ It was not the deed, or the “an’ iself — hecause yon forgae
one for it Mo, the difference was that vou had LOVE for one. and MOT for the other

For example, I love ooy lidle granddmghiers. They are just precimis easmes. And so 1
overlook a lotof things that they do. Several yvears azo, I zo¢ noy first (Pad, and when T did I
got one of the best accessories [ever got 3 Zagz keyboard case that serves both as a case for
tihe iPad Tt it also folds our mio 8 keyboand, besically mekine the iPad 2 bapiop — and ever
since I've bad it I have hardly ever used a desktop coopater of baptop agsin—I just love it
Baxt ome day the srandbalbies were over, and Codey wanied so play with my ifad. I zenecathy
guard o1y iPad with nry Life, bat I thousht well Twill et HEF. it in o1y bap and do 3 few
tinines on it Before Ikmew it she had reached down on the kevboard, amd just mpped the “W
right off of it! It never worked agam. Mow [ave got to tell youw i one of Y ALL had done
tiat, I wamild hawe been presty ticked at wou! Bur when Corley did it I joss lasshed — and
then & conple of ronthe later A bisail did the same thine oo the <57, & shoaed noy typing
doam considerabiby! Bt T overlooked their “trapsprecsion™ becanse T loved tuenn. Moo there
are probably other people, who if THEY had done that same thing, T would have besn presty
1mhsppry about them earine the mmibers off noy keybeard What's the difference™ It was not
the transeression — the difference is MY LOWE for one was greater than for the ofher.

And if you think about i, there are all kinds of examples of dhis in vour oo Life as well
There ar= people who do things oy, or sy things v, or forget o do something for
vy, of whatever — bt von don't bobd i zzainst them and the reason you don’t s becaise
you are predisposed o really bove thern. Baxt someone FILSE might do the WERY sarme kind
af thing — and yet you get ticked off at thern for it Wt was the difference” It wan't e
mansEression it wasn't what they did — the poby thing differemt is YOUR LOVE: you really
bowe one. and not the ofher.

Some of vz here mday need to consider our rebation chips with others in the comch — ar
rexyhes evem cur o fanvilies or meiphhors or work associes. Are vow beine critics] of
some:, of holding fhings amainet some. when you are forgiving theee very same kinds of things
n othersT Can you see that the difference iz not what they are doing, b in YOUR back of
bowe fior then™

God challenges us here in His word o be “fervent in your love fir one another™. 4 bot af
15 in the cinach may “like™ each other and be “fiond” of each other with 2 broterty love, I
(0d says it's ime for o o Zrow into real “azape” love for each ofher: the kind of love tar

- confimiad from page 39

overiooks transeressions i others — becanse GOD has this same kind of keve for YO
Listen, you may or may nof scconplish what some people will call 3 “great thing™ m 2007,
Bt if you witll LOWVE people: love them enough o let them lean on vour; love them enoush
o overiook their sliphts and ranseressions — flen you will bave acoomplished what GOD
calls the zreatest thing. If the end is near, then DLOWE — more than ever befiore!

Il SERVE

I Peter 4:10 “dr aach one har recenad a special 21t anpioy it in serving one ancdher az Zood
stewirds qff the ramifbla grace of od ™

We fmd seversl tnsths m this verse shoat Fifte and senice o the cnmch:

First of all, we see that every Chiristian has received a gift or ability o seme. He says: “As
EACH OME bes recaived a spedal gt " EVERY Chastian has 3 gift I Connthisns 12:7
echoes this same thing “Th EACH ONE is given the mamifesttion of the Spinf for the com-
mon good ™ (o bas laft mone of His children oat. “EACH of s has been given a gift wit
which to serve. |t is caly 3 matier of discovenng what our gfi IS5, It if vou ame = Christian
{30d has ziven vou an ability with which to serve Him.

(Giffs are o e USED. I says, “As each one has received 3 specis] gift, EMPLOY it God
gxve you vour gifi wo UTSE i semvice. He didn't grve you the gift of teaching just so thatvon
conld enjory the fmis of vour sody for vourself. You were given that gift w0 USE it in eaching
odiers God's meh

W see tins enphesis here that oor gifis are not forws; ey are for THERS. He says ag
wou have received your Zift Bropleoy it “in servine COWE AWCOTHER. ™ You are not to use
yox gift becanse it makes you feel apod — althongh Twill say there = offen a certam feeling
wiou get when vouuse your gift Bot vou feeling pood is not the purpese of vour gift Yo e
o e Yo Sift 1o serve others, whethes i benefits yon in some way or mot. I believe thar God
s piven e the zift of understanding and feaching His word, st there may be tmes when
it i= hard for me o do that i may be pirysically dificult for me o do it or Tmay not abamEys
“foal” like dinine it — bt 50 wheat — this jon't shout me; i i sbof me wEng e gt God has
Efven me, to mimser o oters. This is what Jesus did for ns, and i is what we are to do for
others ag well

This verse also teaches us that you are acooumisble o God for the wse of your gifts, It
say's 1o use your Fifts “As pood STEWARDS of te nianifold prace of God ™ A stewsrd is
somepne whi is accourtsbls for what be does with somethvine it has been camasted to him.
The Eible ==y= hera tharvon are soommishle to God for what you do with the spirmal zifis
of service which He gave yon. Howr will voun fare when vou are judsed fior the vy you have
wsed vour Zifes?

InM=tthew 24 Jesus qpoke of the events of the end . and n 46 He said “Blessed ic that
slane whom his Master finds so doing when He comes. " In other woeds, we will beblessed if
we are fonnd doing what Jesns conmmanded us o be doing, wisen He retirms.

confinued an page 20
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US House of Representatives NC District 11

Winston Chuarchill once said, “Chrisimas is 2 sezson not only of rejoicing but of reflection ™ As Christians, the Christmas season is
an important time o worship Christ, and to reflect oo what His birth means for us as lnunans. It is not insignificant that God planned
for his Son to be bom noobly into the world as a buman, just like yon and me.

When God chose o homble Himself and become 3 man to dwell amonz us here oo eanth, He fonmed His son in Mary's womb, in
the same way that we also were knit together in our mothers” wombs. In Jeremiah 1.5 God speaks to the prophet Jeremiah and says,
“Hefore I formed you m the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you " What a beautiful reminder that God kmew
us and the people we wonld become even before we existed here on earth.

My famity has had a beannfil remvinder of Christ’s entrance to the earth this year a5 we celshrated the birth of our very first prand-
child this month It is swe mspiring to think that Jequs Christ came mvte the world the same way sach snd every one of us did

As sigmificant as Christ's buman birth is, it is His life that we are called to emulate. Duning this Chrisimas sezsom let us rejoice in
His life and reflect on His example. Give thanks for the family that sumounds s and the blessings we receive. Be thankful for a Savior
202-275-6401 who came to this earth to bive a blameless hife and be our example so that wihen he died in our place God’s grace was poured oo us.

- - NC Senate District 46

Two thousand years afier the birth of Christ, we contimie to celebrate the gifi of hope that was given to mankind amidst all the
darkness of the Foman Empire, a child sent o be the Hght of the world. "For unfo us a child is born, unto s 3 son is given: and the
govermment shall be wpon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful Coumselor, Mighty God, Everlastng Father, the Prince
of Peace." Isaigh 0.6

The world today may at times seem filled with darkness, but we have been given 3 great Light. This Christmas, let us renew our
dewotion and worship of the Christ Child who was bom on earth, dwelt among s, was crucified. buried and rose agam In 2017, may
we all sirive to shine our light, the lighi of Christ, into the dark world that He has already overcome.

Merry Christmas and Happy Mew Year!

Sen. Warren Diamel
. . Warren Daniel @ncleg net
NC House District 85 919-715-7823

The Morth Caroling Geperal Azsembly convened for a special legislative session on December 13, 2016 focusing
on dizaster relief funding for the onzoing efforts across the state to help recover from Humicane Matthew and the
mountain wildfires. The chamber voted nnanimonsly late Tuesday to spend 5201 million, much of which would go
for housing, local infrastmactore needs and march federal aid.

Several more bills were filed in a second special legislative session, which was called for Wednesday, December 14,
2016, Several of these bills voted on were very controversial and I would like to zive the people of the 85th District
background on two of the more important bills and explain why I voed in favor of these bills.

The first bill, House Bill 17, has four separate pams. The first part gives more authority to the State Superintendent. I wounld support
this prowision regardless of what party the governor or state superintendent iz affiliated with. The second section of this bill eliminates
the GGovernor’s four appointments to the beard of trustees at each oniversity in the TMC system and creates four appeintments by the
NC General Assernhly. If this was 3 standslone provision, I would have voted agzinst this. However, it was part of an oversll hill. In
the General A ssembly, you don’t get to chooss which parts yon support and only vote for one provision. The third section of the bill
Tosh Dobson requires Senate confirmaton of cabinet sppointees. I am very omich in favor of this. This is the process at the federal level and I have
pet  Bdvocated for this umder Republican and Democrat Govemors. Lastly, section 4 of this bill transfers the Center for Safer Schools from
the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to the Deparment of Poblic Insmmction (DFT). 1 have no objection fo this provision.

Anather bill, Senate Bill 4, was also bronght to the floor for a vote during this special sessicn. This bill kad five parts, two of which
were the most controversial, so I will only conument on those two. Part One of this bill creates the bipartizan State Board of Elections
and Ethics enforcement. I am in support of this. MNorth Caroling has very complex and complicated ethics laws. Aoy time I had gues-
tions in my four years in the General Assembly, I received different answers from different edhics related enfities, or in some cases, 0o
snswer at all. This provizsion I believe will soreamline this process. The second and most conmoversial portdon of this bill, Saction 3,
will changs the elections of Supreme Court Tostices and Court of Appeals Tustices from nonpartissn to partisan elections. I have sup-
ported this ower the course of my four years in the General Aszembly. Some may disagres with this prowvision, however, I voted for this
snd have advocated for this provision in the past

As you can see it is nch more complicated than 2 yes or no, up or down vote. Some may question the timimg of these votes and
that is their rght to do so, however, I voted for this legislaticn and I would hawve supported it regardiess of who is‘was Govermor. Gov-
emor Cooper will still be bead of state, have veto power, and the bully pulpit.

Om another note, [ would like to say thank you for allowing me to serve another year in the General Assembly. T hope everyone had
& Merry Christmas and wish you a very happy new vesr.

919-T33-5862

NC House District 118

The plan to pack the Supreme Court with two more jostices during a Special Session was 3 figment of the imagmation of the media
and special inferest sroups.

o, the media and special inferest groups did not stop a plan to pack the Supreme Court — such 3 plan never existed.

Mdediz ontlets juniped at the opporunity to fill their pages with conspiracies that insimmated impending doom. MNamrally, people want
frequent updates on matters that suggest impending doomy, and the vicions cycle of mmommongenng quickly took oo 2 life of its owm

While a plan to pack the Supreme Court never existed, one thing is for sure: media outlets made a formne off of misleading the
pabdic both here at bome and across the nation If an analysis of advertising reveme gensrated through pushing such a biatant falsehood
were conducted, I wonld certamly be inferested in reading the results.

Special interest groups also undoubtedly made a fortune off of pushing a fairy tale omto the public. The cycle is clear:

= & special interest group goes to the public to raise mopey to stop an impending (althoush completely fictonal) mwavesty,

= The special interest group — after having pocketed some of the money raised — produces advemisements and other media aboar the
imazined slight, and raises more money;

- The fictional “Supreme Court packing” scheme does not materialize, so the special interest group goes back to the public againto =~ _2oep- Michele I Presnell
ralse more money — they need to stop the next impending disaster from happening, whether real or imagined.

And the cycle contimues. R

Perhaps the Lefi-leaning media and special intersst groups imagined Supreme Count packing to be a real threat becanse Gov.-elect
Cooper and the General Assembly in which he served at the mne packed the Court of Appeals in 2000. The provision, which was
mcked into the 233-page budges bill that year, prevented Fepublicans from gaming conirol of the court in the election that followed that
Fall.

Gov.-elect Cooper voted yes on the Appeals Court-packing legislaton.

Whether the people of Morth Carolins will confinwe to buy imto fake news event after fake news event remsains (o be seen.
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast
1lam - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion

and the Surrounding Communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
{7, anda greener environment, _{ )\
&l
Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our conributions
to Hospice of McDowell County,

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Journal

By Tim Tron
Burke County

"He who finds kis Ijfe will lose it, and ke who lazes his [jfe
Jor My sake will find it "-Mait 10:38 ;

The mountains are shroudad by a thick blanket of
clouds today. Grandfather remains hidden like an ancient
being wrapped up in his winter blankets; protected from
all barmm, safe butf unseen. Water drps from the leaves as
the mver now rums with fully bedied spirit ower the rapids that just a few weeks
ag0 barely made a mickling sound.

Shards of dark earth lie in rows of the fields of upnumed soil. The gentls rain
floars deep nto the crevices, spothing the parched earth that seldom finds the
tonch of rain. All around us somber earth tones match the moed of the sky above;
winter is now upon us in full sezson.

In myy mind’s eye, I'm standing down the hill from the old farmhouse, looking
back up the hill from whence I came. Images that were never apparent untl now
swddenly reveal themselves. :
Unlike the front of the home,
from behind we can see all
of the peouineness of the life
of those who Live within; the
clothesline whete the wash
will ke bung to dry, the bum-
ing harrel where the trash
will be bumt, and finally the
back porch where everything
from the desp freezer to the
canning table sits, awaiting
the next growing season.
Here, the real work of Life
goes on, ouf of sight. Like the soil, until the blade of the botom plow chissls inmw
the eanth, causing an npheaval of sediment, the tmue work of the earnth cannot be
sepn. The dirt folds over like the comers of grandma’s quilt oo the bed, rolling up
the root-side of the dirt, exposmg it to the elements. hMeamwhile, the sod below
bagms to decay adding miments and bnilding more compost for the fimre.

Ome Layer nmst die so that the other may live

We tpo are like these things, the spil and the fapmbouse. What truly makes us
who we are is what we are within: the part of us that cannot be seen from the
outside. To reveal ourselves is o have the bottom plow cut us deep within and
fold over cur bamiers we have created. MMamy fear revealing their toe namre and
oaly do 50 in short bursts of offen umcomfortable ciroumstances that they wish
they could have prevented. Sin makes this possible, and since we are sl sinners,
each of ms has this mmer being with which we battle daily. In essence, we are
comprised of 3 wnne being; body, soul, and spirit. {1 Thess.5:23) The world and
Satan my to affect vs from the outside in, while God works oo ns from the inside
out He infoses ns with His =
spirit. From the inside ont we
are changed when we fruly ac-
cept Jasus Christ info our lives.
Like the back of the farm honse
where the real work takes place,
out of sight, mside us is where
the acmal work has to stare. e
have to choose 1o allow the Holy
SpiTit fo come inte our lives,

50 that from within, we will be
fillad with a new light which
then will begin to penmeate into
our sonl, and eventwally our body: The longer we walk with Christ, the more our
whole being changes; our tastes, our likes, and how we physically seek pleasures
in this world, knowing what is to come 1s even prester. One is never finished m
this manmer, 85 we are aharays 8 work in proeress.

Like the soil, we must die fo our former selves in order to live for Him. “He
who finds his jfe will lose 7f, and ke who loses iz iffe for My sake will find it "
Wiztt 10:-38 We cannot have the sinful pleasures of this world and s6ll try to obtain
sanctification. One cannot stand with one foot in sin and one m Christ. Heisa
jealous God and wants us all or nothing. S0, we contoually battle an enemy that
never stops wying to make us fall. Hopefully, in dme or by chance someone shares
the opportanity to find and accept Christ into your life. it is then that yon will
come into the season of change.

For every season there is megning and porpose.

The prayers we lifted for the life-giving rain have been answered . The fites ara
all out, and omce more the forest beging to heal. Like the sod that has been turmed
for preparation for the next year’s prowing season, we too have to decide in that
season when to begin the life we lead.

Are vou ready to get to work?

Thanks be o God.

Timotky W Trom is the Executive Director of the Waldenzian Trail off Faith. He
e in Paidese with Ris fiorily. He iz the muithor ¢f "Bruecke to Hamen, " and
an aciive Blegeer, ariist and musician. Teeethy also has g BSEE from UF iz an
Eagle Scout and is Fice President of the Faldee Merchanis Assoc. He has baen
Ordained fo perform weddings ar the Trml and attends several area churches

seeking fo serve the Lord every day.

Janmary 2017 - Blue Fidge Chnistian News page 34



Elementary School Speech Contest

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke County

A poem sbout 3 mouse and a gruffale, a work of prose
gbout an orphan, an original composition about a middle
child snd a notable speech abont the death of Martin Lu-
ther King It made up the winming speeches in the 2016-17
Burke Coumty Public Schools Elementary Speech Contest.
The anrmal event was held at the Old Rock School in

Valdese on Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2016, Forty elementary

school students representing the 15 elementary schools competed in the district- _ _ Original Composition
level event. A first-, second- and third-place winner was named in four caregories.  First— Chloe Garmison, “The Middle Child Syndrome™ Salem
The winners and categories are: Second — Guian Callado, “Chicken™ Direxal

Third — Awa Sohl, “T Love You Mom!™ Butherford College

Interpretative Poefry
First — Dianiel Kreahling, “The Gruffale™ Salem Notable Speaches
Second — Caliope Jones, “Goldilocks snd the Three Bears™ George Hildebrand First — Laya Bolds, “Fobert F. Kennedy — On the Death of Marnn Lother Eing™
Third — Kennedy Abemathy, “The hMissizsippd Sqnirrel Eevival” Valdese Salem

Second — Piper Atkins, “Hilly Graham’s Speech to Amernica Afer 27117 Oak Hill
Third — Samuel Famirez, “The Chut India Movement” Forest Hill

Charyl Shyffier i the Public Relations Officer for the Burke County Public Schoal

Syatem.
Interpretative Prose -
First — Kaylen Hall, “Happily Every After™ Oak Hill [
Second — Addyson Whaley, “Earmrings" Icard - '
Third — Ambria Blalock, *Goldie Locks had Chicken Pox™ Valdese . ¢

Making Each Moment Count? Let Us Help
Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge, Inc.

What is the difference between Hospice and Palliative Care?

Hospice Services Pathways Palliative Care Program

Hospice and Palliative of the Blue Ridge provides care to patients

with o life Ij_[|1||;|_|15 illess Pathiwave g2 a i\.l“i..l.'ll'l.':'-l.'.lr:_' corultalve service that !l.--lp-\. pabieries
Admissions Crilenia who are Bacing a senous iliness. This peoegram B defigned to help

patients manage illness and peove el gquaality of libe, The Path-
WIS program provides support o teose who ane seeking Gazsabve toeat
ek and can assist i ddentifving and sething up other programs that

Life bmiting illness of & months or less
Physician whe i willing 10 work with the hospice team

Seltings can be beneficial to the patient
Hospdoe can visit patients in home, long term cane cenber and Admissions Crileria

hospitals

Sorions il
Services Offered PSRN

Seeking Curative Treatmend

24hour on call staff Pain Management S

oy % B X Phvaician willing to work with the Palliative Care Team
Lrief Support Registered Nurse S ot

SRR

Volunteers Counseling Servioe .

i I L Hoamne
Chaplain Services Physician/ FNT Services . ;
Cortitied MNursinge Assistamnis Fapuly ) Patdent Education Lawtg, Ferun Gane Dhcilibes

*F L et I‘.- J ol P Fi-] L LAk s 1 ji'ﬁ‘!rilthll

Paymenl

Servioes
Ml i Arey Yl ieand

. Registersd MNurse MNurse Praciitioner
Most Privatwe Insurances i
5 Provided Regarndloss of ABIHIV o ns Phvsician Chaplain , as newded
Services Prov f f ; -
C l' g # ot -1 My t. it : ok Moedical Social Worker, as neaded
Additional Services and Benefils Availablo .
Paymenl|

Mledic g I ; :
Medical Equipment ledications odicare/ Medicaid

Speech, Physical and Occupational
t t Most Private Insurance

Thesrapy

services Regardlbess of Abdlity to pav

[ Hespice and Pallistive
&;]w-A-n et Biige = Hospice and Palliative Care is a community based non-profit hospice {3231-?55-55??

Tty g o W
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BUCHANAN B YOUNG, Inc.

East Main Street - Burnsville, NC %

(828) 682-2194 ..., ixcivon frm
www.buchananyoung.com

Burke County Schools

News
By Cheryl Shuffler
Pumam receives doctorate degree

Burke Conmty Public Schools Superintendent Lamy Putmam
has received his Doctor of Education degree (Ed.D)) from Ap-

palachian State University. Pumam snccessfully defended his
dissertation “A Case Shudy on the Self-Perceptions of Mowvica
Assistant Principals” and Principals’ Leadership Abilities Based upon the Morth
Carolina Standards for School Executives” on Wednesday, Mov. 16,

Puimam said, “T consider nryself a life-long learner, and have abways been a
biz proponent of everyone, educators especially, bettering themssalves by never
stopping learninz. When we as educators follow this philosoply, it is the smdents
who nitimately win as they zain from our expanded knowledze base. I appreciate
the staff at Appalachisn State University and my cobort of fellow degree seekers
for their support and encovrzrement. My dissertation was about further develop-
ing and supportinge assistant principals and principals in their nmiti-faceted role of
ulimately increasing stadent performance. I chose it becanse after 15 years of ex-
perience as a building-level principal, I realized a peed, especially in a fime whers
ihe job of the principal is forever changing and accountability is higher than any
time in the history of the principal mole ™

Earlier this month, Pumam was recognized as the
2017 Mortiwest Fegional Education Service Alliance
(MWEESA) Superintendent of the Year.

He has been superintendeant of Burke Coumty Poblic
Schools since Aprl 3012 prior to being named super-
intendent, be served sz mberim superintendent for seven
monthe. Pumam has been in education for more than 30
vears snd received hiz doctorste in education leader-
ship from Appalachizn State University on Wednesday.
He has 3 master’s in school administration from (ard-
ner-Webh University; an educational specialist degree
from Appalachian State University; and a bachelor's of
science degree in business education and 3 business admimisiration degree with a
Concentration in manazement from Appalachian State University. Pomam stared
his career in education as a teacher at Freedom High School, his alms mater,
and he beld principalships ar Broughton Hospital's Enola 5chool, Dranghn High
School and WA Youmg and Chesterfield elementary schools. His past work expe-
rences inclnde employment with Drexel Heritage and the Department of Cor-
rections. Pumsm’s connmanity inveolvement includss Burke County United Wy,
Comrmmity Child Protection and Child Fatalify Prevention Team Chamber of
Comumerce Board of Directors, Homeland Security Task Force, Sports Medicine
Advisory Council-Carolings Health Care-Elue Ridze, BDI Board of Directors,
Morganton Fotary, a lecal affirmation group of coonmonnity leaders and past board
member of the Strategic Alliance for Burke Youth (SABY).

Cladden recognized as fimalist

Larry Putnam

Icard Elementary School fifth-prade teacher Andrea Gladden was samong the
education the State Board of Education recomnized on Dec. 1. Gladden
is 3 2016 MC Fimalist for the Presidential Avrards for Excellenre in Mathematics
and Science Teaching (PAEMST).

Ths PABMST is sdministerad by the Matonal Scisnce Foumdation on behalf of
The White House. Finalists dewots time to profescional developrment, mncorporate
imnovatve approackes into classroom teaching and use technoelozy in their class-
roomys. Gladden is one of thres
state finalists in the science
CATEEOTY.

Gladden said she leamed
nmnch abowut berself as an edu-
cator through the process of be-
ing nomminated for the Presiden-
tial Award, which included her
completing an administrative,
narrative and video component.
She also has made contacts
and formed parmerships with
educators across the country.

She said, “T believe that it is vifal in today’'s society for children to bearn to
become problem solvers at a young aze. Problem solving is a skill that mast be
encouraged and murmred so that it can grow over time. My students leamn that in
life we will experience failures, bt it is how we recover from those failures that is
most important.

Gladden also received recognition from the Burroughs Wellcome Fund and the
Mational Science Foundstion m the Fesearch Triansle Park oo Mov. 30 whers she
presented a speech and was awarded a plague snd gifts. There the met corrent and
previous swardees of the BPAEMST sarard and supporters from NCTDPL

This past year, Gladden was swarded her first Prism Gramt fonded by the Bur-
roughs Wellcome Fund., She was awarded 52,000 fior science equipment for ber
project entitled, "What's in a Dirop of Water™ 5She was also awarded the Citzo
Fueling Education Award of 51,000 this summer fo spend on classroom supplies.
Gladden also has been a part of the Mickelson Exxon Mobil Teacher's Acad-
emy, the E4 Study (Explorning the Efficacy of Enpineering is Elementary} Smdy
through the Mational Science Foundation, the Museum of Science, Boston's Engi-
neenng is Elementary (EiE) program, and MO Stare University. This sunumer she
became a certified extended network provider for EiE. Thiz allows her to provide
EiE professional development ramings for western Morth Carolins.

confinued on page 4.5

State recognizer Audrea Gladden

www. brcnews.com
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McDowell X Tech

Learning for Life

54 College Drive, Marion, NC (828)-652-6021 www.mcdowelltech.edu
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Crossword
ACROSS

1 first letter of Greek alphabet (Rev
21:6)

6 as to a light shimingin
place (1.4) (2 Pet 1:19)

10 I remind youto  mto flame
the gift of God (2 Tim 1:6)

13the  of your feet shall tread
(Deut 11:24)

14 How  vou tum my Father's
house mnto a market! (John 2:16)

15 Then Nebuchadnezzar m his
_ and fury commanded (Damel
3:13)

16 Bringmeaheifer, ~  and
aram (1.4) (Gen 15:9)

17 for the tent a covenng of ram
skins _ red (Ex 36:19)

18 And Israel vowed unto

the LORD (1,3) (Num 21:2)

19 walk with long steps (Hab
3:12)

21 together with the overseers and
_ (Pmll:1)

24 Foman Emperor

26 and the hold of __ fowl spinit
(Rev 18:2) (EJV)

27 the king of the south shall be
moved with | and shall (Dan
111 KIV

31 he bumed the bones of the king
of Edommto  (Amaos 2:1) KJV
34 testified about me m Jernsalem,
so you must also tesifym
(Acts 23:11)

35 cups shaped hke almond flowers
with _ and blossoms (Ex 37:19)
37 Onlya __ of 1t has reached our
ears (Job 28:22)

41 they bmld  ramps and cap-
ture them (Hab 1:10)

43 and people have used 1t for a
__ to this day (2 Kings 10:27)

45 the angels hastened Lot, say-
ing, ., take thy wife (Gen 19:13)
(EIV)

446 the roebuck, and the fallow
____, and the wild goat (Deut 14:5)
48 Jesus  m wisdom and stature
(Luke 2:52)

40Iwillsend = and say,
"Go, find the arrows (1,3) (1 Sam
20:21)

51 honey and curds, sheep, and
from cows' mulk for David (2 Sam
17:29

53he  unto the LORD), and
vowed (Ps 132:2) KTV

56 Their calls wall __ through the
windows (Zeph 2:14)

58 like Babylonian chanot officers,
natives of _ (Ezek 23:15)

60 he did not  to sorcery as at
other times (Num 24:1)

64 I now consider  for the sake
of Chnist (Plul 3:7)

65 You made my enenues fum
backs m flight (Ps 18:40)

67 the pinces of _ abode with

Balaam (Num 22-8)

69 God has granied even the
Gentiles repentance  hfe
(Acts 11:18)

70The LORD  nghteous-
ness and justice (Ps 33:3)

71 1f is hands are | the
house leaks (Eccl 10:18)

72 forthe  thatis in the
land of Assyna. (Isaiah 7:18)
73 the hollow of his hand, and
____out heaven with the span
(Isa 40:12) KIV

74 flee from the iron weapon,
and the bow of ___ (Job
20224 KIV

DOWN

1  became kg of Judah
(King 5:9)

2 Send me cedar ___ as you
did for myy father Dawid (2
Chron 2:3)

3 The wicked  apamst the
nighteous and gnash their teeth
(Ps37:12)

4 The nations will  and
remble; anguish will gnp the
people (Exod 15:14)
5Jacobsetup = pallar
at the place (1,5) (Gen 35:14)
6 snake (Isa 30:6)

7The 15 yours, and yours
alzo the might (P's 74:16)

8 Israehites to brmg you
___ heifer without defect (1,3)
(Num 19:2)

9To ___ them that were
under the law (Gal 4:3)

10 The LOED looked with

_ on Abel and lns offenng
(Gen 4:4)

11 O LORD, heal me, for noy
bones arem  (Ps 6:2)

12 z0 15 good from a far
country (Prov 25:23)

15 T have fimshed the | I
have kept the faith (2 Tim 4:7)
20He came to  and then to
Lystra (Acts 16:1)

22 prevent (Jer 11:153)

23 she was n a town and did
not  for help (Deut 22:24)
25 anyone 15 in Chnst, he 15

a new creation; the  has
gone (2 Cor 3:17)

28 a small round thing, as
small asthe  frost (Exo-
dus 16:14)

20 Ahabsonof  became
king of Israel (1 Kmngs 16:29)
301fhe  them loose, they
devastate the land (Job 12:15)
32wasinthe  thatis
called Patmos (Rev 1:9)

33 cnies out agamst me and all
its fimmows  with tears
(3,3) (Job 31:38)

36 to loose the bands of
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wickedness to  the heavy them adesert  (Joel 2:3)

burdens (Isa 58:6) (KJV) 55 Enow  that wisdom 1z
381  vou to bear with my sweet to your soul (Prov 24:14)
word of exhortation (Heb 57 Jesus  outin a loud
13:23) voice, "Elol, Elol, Lama sa-
39 Rescue me from the |, do bachtham?" (Mark 15:34)
not let me sink (Ps 69:14) 58 You are my war ___, my
40 lofty trees will be felled, the weapon for battle (Jer 51:20)
tall  wall be brought low 59 consciences have been
(Isa 10:33) searedaswith  mron
42 Everyone who  lum was (1,3) (1 Tim 4:2)
amazed at is understanding 61 leave out
(Luke 2:47) 62 sons and thirty grandsons,
44 Then the  shot amows at who  onseventy donkeys
vour servants (2 Sam 11:24) (Judg 12:14)
47 The  cannot say to the 63 we spend our years asa
hand, "T don't need you!" (1 that is told (Ps 90:9) KIV
Cor 12:21) 66 member of the first fanuly
50 the  affer lus kind, and of the Bible
the grasshopper after hus (Lev 68 Babylon 1s taken, 13
11:20) KIV confounded. Merodach 1z bro-
52 abbr. for the 28th book of ken (Jer 50:2)
0Old Testament
53 His face _ hke the sun,
and his clothes became as whate
(Matt 17:2)
54 Before them the land 15 hike
the garden of Eden, belimd

Solufion on page 14
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What To Do f The End Is Near

A poupls of wears aro. T read & survey of Americans which sshed
it theny woonld din, 3 ey Jonenar fhe weorkd was continge o an
end soon. T of the top responses inchaded zoins ot and getting

drunk, and poing on 3 wp to Las Vegas T'was amared —burper-  [55 ‘ — :

haps I shouldn't have been That is the kind of aftinde voun should
probably egpect fiom a peson who doesn't knowr God: “eat, dink
& be memy, for tomommow we die.” But the Christian person, on the
oitser hand, shonld have an entiety different aitade. Tesws is coming back The end 15 mear
TWe don't kmow wien, b it is closer dhan it hes ever been before. Clirnactic events could well
imke place in 2017 What should we as those who claim i be God's people, do this vesr in
light of thas?

e don't have o fabricste an snswer; God s word gives us directions for st this case m
I Befer 4:7-11. This passage hegmns with the phrsse: " The and ofail fegs & o hand ™ (or=is
drwing near 7} And then he follows thar with several admomitions shous what we should we
dowhen the end i= drawing near:

LFEAY
T Peter 2:7 "The end qf all things & madr; thergitwe, be g sound fusiement avd sobar spir for
the purpare of prayer”

A thonghtiess person, contemplating the end of all thines, noght think that prayer was mot
of nmach vse mear the end. “Eat, drink, and be merry, fior fomomow we die ™ What time is
there now for mnswered prayersT Everyibing is slbout over But this is really a godless sttimde.
Praver is not somehow of LESS importsnce as we move towards te end: i becomes even
AMORE muportant. Think ghout it

W are drawing nesrer oo an appoirmment with (od. n woss presence we will hve for-
EVET; We nmest sped even minre time preparing parselves in praver for our omming s Him

e need to spend miore tme in praver purifyinge cor ves from sin ax we dreay cloce to the
end

Ak nead to'be praying for lost people o be touched and ssved — ifwe Ze near te end
then a lot of people we know are aboat to have thedr bast opporimities o be saved before “the
doar of the ark is Closed™; we nead o' be even mare fervent In our Eferressions for them as

e Grassy Creey
Sl ctnos s emenanasl  (CLONT H ING

bl e o g BRI i ks ey o sl
wWas 3 o] i

50 he derided sy come homie and af kesst be with his farnily: Hewent to chirch with them &

his famyiby that he wanted to be saved, and they called the prescher over and that son-in-lew Hours: &:30am-5:30pm Mon.- Sat. Closed Sunday

asked Jesns w be his Lord & Savior, and he wants wo be baptized 2s public profiession of -Go to Church

his faith! THAT was 3 Chrstnas niiracle’ We had been praying for him for teo years that T

ko of — and others probably boneer than that And T thonght of soome of us bere today, and

people we are praying for— DIOHT GIVE T (God DIOES lear and apswer those prayers!

Especially as we pet closer o the end, we need o pray mare ferventy than ever befoee for o

loved omes i 'be saved

e need to pray even more for our church to remaimn Sithdnl srmidst the falling sy mor-
alty and docwminally which has been prophesied o happsn i the lasr days.

We need to pray that we wonld personally not be lad into fenpiation. bt delivered from
evil “Wasrh and pray. that wou nay oot enter wto tempration”. Fesgs adnwnrdched His
disciples near the end of His eartity mimisry. He wonld say the s=me toos foday: “Warch and
pr=y ", the end is drawins near

As Tesns Himself modeled for us m His kst howms here on earth, prayer does not sometoa:
bacome of dintimished mpartamce as we deaw pear o the end of our s=y oo earth. Faather it
becones even more cuacial So, is the end of all thines at hand, as ey believe? Then et us
head this verse: "Thargibre, e of rourid judemer avd sober spird fr the purposs gf pragyee ™

I really believe that prayer is one of the bizpest differences between the bost person and the
person who realty knows the Lord. There are some thines that we Chmistisn people dio, that 3
bost person may do as well: kost people may mo to certmin mestines, fellpwship with people,
zive to help someone or some case, etc. But praver is one tune that wou will only do if vou
really helieve in God . I God i not real wity waste time with it Wiy spend 30 mimyies or

-

417 N Main 5t Suite 2, Marion, NC {Next to Tracter Supply)
New and Gently Used
Furniture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Materials

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation

an henr of your primes time and enerzy at the beginning of the day, if thers is not a God who All Donations Help Support Hospice of McDowell County
iz really hearng and arvswerine prayvers. It ic s waste! Bt if wou really believe n God you
ko it 5 MOT 3 waste; i 15 the best thing you can do with your tioe. e end of 3]l things brovids
Eﬁﬁﬂm [ife been in 20067 Are you faishfil i ine prayer 7 Are yoo fol- . ; g dmg o
VT prayer m B 10 T 2 <Are Yo
v e e e e o DAPICE . oy
et o your m - you a :
‘better chanee than t PRAY, Rededicate vourself s New Year to prayer. Peter tolls us: the of McDowel | ﬁ Pellidioe @*-e- [?Mﬂ'ﬂ
end of all thines is near— o FRUANT FRAT Home i= Whaera the Heart Is - -
Bt he also rennings ns in the next verse of THE great prioty for the Chr stian:
IL LOVE When to consider Safe Harbor Palkiative Care:
I Peter 4:8 “dhove al, keep fraer i vour Iove fhr ong another, becanse Iove covars a muls- * [ you or somenne you know b Iving with a serlous liness
Rude gf sinz. ™ * You want care that is available at home
I Timoedny 1-5 smps “the goal of o memcton is DOVE.™ The end result (rod & seekine e
fromn our teaching st “knowledme”, bat that we mizht srow in LOVE! What can Palliative Care do for }-'nu?
I Corindsians 13:13 smys “mow stide fxith, hope, love; these fteee — bus the greaiess of * Provide additional support during a struggle with seriows illmess
these is LOVE."” « Assist with making referrals to ether community resources
Mamy Choistians offen fink of wantng w do sore “hig dung™ for the Kingdom of God: ler’s + Collaborate with your team of medical specialists
Toudld 2 Frest orgmizaton; lef’s consmuct an impressive toilding: let's do something that will aza_ﬁsg_?nﬁa
make hesdlines dwonghont the resion or even the woold, Bui what we have to realize is that
the Kinsdom of God is not really shout these things. The Kinzdom of God is show LOVE! www.homenc.org
Love (3od greatly! Love people greathy! The “big thing™ we are to budld i LOVE!
And then notice what he says in the sscond part of the verse:, this s siznificant He says,

continued on page 32
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Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

LOCATED ON HwY. 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed
We have a huge variety of items including,

Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,

jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,

bed linens, pictures, building materials
Great Selection “Great Prices ~“Great Cause
‘Hospice and Palliative

A Care n_f the TPlue "ELi‘IE'- hae,
Srormerly Hmplee of (Mjichell

—
= g

—= 3 PIECE EEI:TIE:H.!.L

5799

u_r,» Ty
T e WG s slarlin
OUEEN HEADBOARD
DRESZER MIEROR
MNEGHT STAND

499
L&B FURNITURE
B HVolghal M, DT CHGOED®

(828) 652-7667 L

Lift chairs

A Clean Page

By Een and Jan Merop
Avery County

Somefimes 3 clean page can be dmnting.
Thers it sits waiting for inspiration. The longer
I look at it, the less likely T am to fill the smpty
page.

Bur if T simply begin writing, thoughts and im-
ages fow mto my fingertips and ta-da! The page
gets filled.

As we look at the Mew Year of 2017, it's hard to believe that the old year is
behind ns already.

Somerimes, depending on the circnmstances of our bwes, it may have seemed
like 2016 would never end  Bur at other times, we may have felt like a buge wind
was pushing ws forward without sy fne to look over our shoulder.

But for all of us, teday is brand new__ with no regrets, shonld haves or would
heves. This year is & clean slate with vesterday as 3 stepping stons. We don't have
to ke what tomorrow will bring and plan everyihing specifically. We have
today...a clean page. ..and we can determine howr we will write upon it

If we awaken to each new day with God on our minds, we can say with the
Psalmist in Pealm 118: 24, WILT, “This iz the day the Lond haz made. e will
rejoice and be glad in it

Starting the day this way and seeking his direction redeems even the most man-
dane tasks. Hearts and lips filled with praise create melodies of Blessing.

T hawe a heart that is a clean page for God to write upon, we must first come
to him and ask for his clesnsmg. In Hebrews 10:22 we read, “Let us go right info
rha precence of God with simcene hearts_fully rusting him. For our puilty con-
sciences hove heen sprinkled with Christ 5 blood fo make wr clean, and our bodies
himee boan wathed with mure wartar ™

It may be disarming to think shout blood cleansing us, unless we understand
that blood represents lifie. Chor hearts are darkensd by sin (wanting our owm way)
=nd are spiriteally dead  Jesus Christ’s bleod shed on the cross is his life.

When [ come to him in faith believing that he died and rose agam for me, his
blood clesmses me and zives me new life while covering me in his righteonsness.
Mow God can write on my clean page (heart) and instmect oy nund in his ways.

The more I stady his Word, the Bible, and live according to its teachings; the
better each day in the Wew Year will go. _. a clesn page for the Lord to write my
story. Selzh

Come, join us

The language af the birds fsn 't undersiood
by human ears.

But looling at the one bird on the feeder,
it seemy Re is saying fo the hesitant one,
“Come, joir ng"

No one should be leff our in the cold. ..

Jeathered friend or human.
So, come. Ity Jesus' imvitafion fo us a5 well.

“If anyvone fldrses, lof him come io Me and drink .
Ot gf i feare will fow rivers of living water.
Jofm 72 37 and 38

Kont and Jar reside in Land Harbowur in Avery County, where thay have monved in
retirament because they love our mountains. Thay have written for us in years
pait

J%y/ y Nea (’5(/% x/

wwrw. brenews_ com

January 2017 - Blue Bidge Chiistian Mews page 40



Emrgmn'Ch_urah

A Diet That Work

By Fev. Jobn MoCoury
Roan Mountain, Tennessea

We're off! Feady or not, 364 days stretch out i front of us,
full of nothing but seconds. mimites, and hours waiting to bs
fvested with all our kigh hopes and mew motivation Tops on
the List for a lot of folks is attacking the age-0ld battle of the
blze. If you question that, just check the magszne rack and
your local newspaper They are filled with ads, fads, het'nre—and—nftm’plmn's and
high-powered promises. Let’s face it, though: a diet that works isn't fad or fum; it's
mu@lhamfnmdunwaynnurﬂltugﬁ{mdmﬂtdmmdﬁtwiﬂmﬂhﬂng
tough on myself In the final analysis, it isn't all that complicated: the head must
rule the body. As concemed as [ may be about our physical imess as we enter
thiz Mew Year, I'm even more concerned about our spitimual fimess. I know of no
Scriphare that teaches we'll be weighed in before enferimg heaven. Therell be no
anpelic aerobic classes in glory (which thrills ms no end). And so far a5 Tcan tell,
no lecal celestial diet will be handed to those who pass the pearky zates (surely
there'll at laast be Hagen Diaz strawberry). But I am forever bumping into versas
that menfion our appearing before the Lord for some type of spirimal accountabil-
ity. That's what the "wood, hay, and straw™ stuff is all about in the 1 Connthiams 3
passage With a Wew Year sprawled out in front of you, what's your spiritaal game
plan® A good goide is Psalm 119:1-16. You'll notice that the first eight verses af-
firm three absohates: the reality of God's blessing
{"How blessed . . . how blessed . _ "), the anthor-
ity of God's Word ("thy precepis . . . states . . .
commandments _ . _ judrments"), and the neces-
sity of God's presence ("Dho not forsake me "),
With that, the psalmist asks the same guestion all
of s 2tk on the adge of twelve new momnths: Hewar
can I keep my life pure (v. @)7 What's the secret?
The answer is found in the next seven verses. If
you're looking for 3 diet that really works, you've
found it Seek the Lord on 3 regular basis (v
1. Parsne Him daily. Kesp Him involved in the
everydsy stuff of life. Include Him in your deci-
sicm: plans, your fun time, your stmggles. The key
is consistency. Treasure His trath in your heart (v.
11}, Comomit werses of Soipiure to memory. A heart fnll of treasure leaves Little
ropm for rash. Openty tell others of Him (v. 13). Something wonderful happens
when we open our own lips and speak to others sbout how our God hes changed
our lives. Make thiz the vear you make your fate known. Rejoice and dplipht m
God's workings (we 14, 1§). Smils mors. Let your delight shins T anghter hag
oumereus therapeutic benefits. Spend more of your free moments meditating oo
His principles (v 15 Think about them. Wesve them into your driving time, your
wiorkouts, while waiting for an appoiniment, before going to slesp. Give God your
full respect (w. 15-16). Don't hold back. Trust completely. Make this the year you
dare to live by faith. When imcertain boeld His precepts in highest regard. Forges
the superficial ads and fads. Follow the Peahm 119 diet. You may not lose twenty
pounds of fat, tat von'll develop spiritual mmscles that will make a difference.
When you stand before Him at the end of the race, He won't fivwn and ask, "How
nmch did you lose™ He will simle snd say, "Well done! Yoo have finished wall!
A finiching towch: If you don't already keep a daily journal begin doing so now.
Gt yourself 3 notebook—any size that's comfortable for you—and start by writ-
g down that which has spoken to your heart today. Be painfully specific.

John MeCoury is pastor gf Eversreen church in Roan Mountain, Tennesree and
aisa chapiain af Roan Highlands Nursing Center

General Dentistry for the Family

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Fled Forvou
Monday - Thursday 8-5

Friday 8-2
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 2B655
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(828) 433-1223

What is your most prized
PDSEESSiﬂH?

Your ability to earn an income!

Personal Disability Insurance

You will protect your house, car and health against loss, but will not
protect your ability to eam an income!

90% of long term dizability daims are due to iliness and are not work
related =o are not covered by workers' compensation.

Leland Riddle Financial Services
203 Locust Ave. = Spruce Pme, NC 28777

Office: 828-766-9064
5 leland@bellsouth.net
Look for me on Facebook ar “Leland Riddle Financial Services ™

Miller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

Erie
Insurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world”
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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Food In An Emergency
By Mancy Tanichook
Mitehall County

= Store af least a three-day supply of non-perishable food. Tt
is unlikely that we would have & two-week emergency, bat
some anthorites recommend a fo-week supply of food.

= The easiest way to develop vour food supply is to in-
crease the smoumnt of basic foods you normally keep on yoor

=
=4

shelves. Familiar foods are better than strange fonds you
hawe not mied before. Your fanulby will eat better if they like the food.
= Select foods that require no refrigeration, preparation or cooking, and littls or no
water.
= Inclhade a selection of ready o eat canned mearts, fruits, and vegetables.
= Put fioods that comne in packages or plastic bags info screw top jars of air-tdghs
cans to protect them from moishure and pests.
= Open fopds boxes carefilly, so they can be closed nghtly after uze.
= If fpod nmst be heared. you can use sterno cans with a rack, 3 propane zrll or
stove, 3 charcoal gnll or the freplace. CATUTION: Do notuse charcoal grills or
other portsble cooking devices indoors becansa of fire danger and harmful and
noxions fumes. Dhon't forget to open cans first snd take off the labels.
= Select fonds that are compact and light waight.
= Keep foods in a dry, cool dark spot if possthla.
= Use fopds before they go bad, and replace them with frech supplies, dated with a
marker. Place new foods m the back of the storage ares and the older foods in the
fromt. Six months is a good cut off time for keeping most foods.
= Inspect all foods fior signs of spoilage before use.
= Include vitamin mineral, and protein supplements (0 355UTe Proper Duirition.
= Food can be rationed safely, nnlike water, if actvity is reduced. Children and
pregnant wonmen eed more fogd. Take in enongh calores to enable you to do
OeCEssary work.
= Try to mnchade foods high in protein and Liguid content Stay away from fonds
high in fats and very saloy.

» Keep in mimd individuals in your famity who need special diets and stock these
items.
= If the eleciricity goes off, use perishable fonds in the refmigerator first, then the
fopds fromn the freezer, and Ty to minimize opening these doors. Then use your
non-perishable foods last.
= Be sure to have a non-elecoic can opener available.
= Several sizes of pots or pans fo beat up food over the fireplace, on the grll or
CAMp-SIOvE.
= Meed wtensils to str dhe food with and to empty the cans.
= Use paper plates, plastic eating utensils, and paper or plastic cups and zlasses,
= Hawe plastic storage containers for lefiover food that is not perishable.
= Use saran wrap, ahonimom foil and plastic baggies to cover food
AMENU SUGGESTIONS:
Breakfast--Canned or powdered milk canned juice, dry cereal sngar, crackers,
peamat butier, jelly, Pop Tants, Swirls, coffee and cocoa mix and dried or canned
fruait.
Lonchk--Canned or packaged soup, spaghett, spaghettios, ravioli, chili, pork &
beans, besns & wisntes, crackers, cheese, dried or canmed fruits, canmed juice or
sodas.
Spacks—Cheese & crackers, tuna or Spam or chicken, on crackers, peanut batter
& crackers, muts, dried fouit, pranoela bars, sugar- free hard candy, raisins, and trail
Y.
Dinner--Canned stew, chili, camned soups, spaghet. crackers, dried or canmed
fruits, canned juice or soda, camned or powdered milk.

If vou have fresh milk, vegetables, fraits, bread, eggs, frozen meats. frozen
foods, then nse them first.

Paul and Nancy Yartchook moved o NC in 1994 and are very happoy in Red Hill
with their dog. She served as the Chairpersan for the MCHP for nearly 12 years.
She focused on the emergency readiness programs as that is a real coficgrn i
these rural areas.

urleson
Plumbingg Heaing

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!

828-765-4042 el
burlesonplumbing.com I

Ringdom Focused
By Dr. Michagl Pardue, St
Burke County

I just 3 fewr days, the United States of America will
insupurate a new president. Millions of Americans will
cheer this transfer of power while millions more will La-
ment this change of leadership, I am thankful that we Live
in a conny where there is a peacefinl transition fiom one
leader to the nect. even if I do not always agree with the
person who Jsisnmdl.ngm the highest office in the land. This P_laru{m however,
has been different. Mot because of the election of someone who has never held
political office or A military positon Mot becase one of the candidates was the
first woonen to win 2 major political party’s nomination. This election was differ-
ent becausa I have seen mamy Christians prove my fear that they were amch more
loyal to a politcal party than their Savior and many more who have chastized
those Christisns who believe the Kingdom of God is always the priority.

Omee promdnent pastor refermed fo other members of his political party as fools
if they did not support our president-elect when be was muoning for office. He said
that not votng for Donald Tromp was a matter of pride, not principle. Other pas-
tors hawve iznored our president-elect’s moral failings while they decried similar
failings from the 42nd president of the US. A fewr Christian lesders, like Albert
Mohler and Pussell Moore have been consistent Dr Mohler writes, “If T were to
support, mnch less endorse. Donald Tromp for president. T would acmeally have to
o back mmd apologize to former President Bill Clinton ™ Thess voices, however,
sepm few and far between. S0 where does that leave us?

We need a time of healing and a recrientation of priorites. I write this 3 day
afier the electoral college has ziven Donald Trump an everwhelming victory, Char
country will move forward and there is no way of knowing what will be ahead
of ns as a nation. Christians, however, always have hope. As Christians, we need
healing because the followers of Christ have a sacred text that calls us to nnity
with ope another not to a political party. We nmst realize that all presidents and
kings are flawed men and women, mired in sin, in need of a Savoir. We muost
contemplate the fact that our King sits on His throne and reigns there regardless of
who sits behind the desk of the owal office.

We also need a recrientation of priorities. The political process. no matter howar
important, is not our primary foows. We are first, and foremost, citizens of Christ’s
Eingdom His Emgdom is our first loyalty and 25 such, His pricrities are our
first pricrties. What will this election do o firther the Eingdom? At this point,

I really do not know. I do know, owever, that God has given us His priorites in
Scrpture. I am quite certain that if our focus is those priortes, we will find that
we have a bot less time to bicker and fight over the political process of the Undted
States. Our tme on earth is fleeting, and when (znd only whea) we are kingdom
fornsed, are we being zood stewards of the time God has granted us here. I hopa
that 2017 will be, for you, not only a time wien our couniry has 8 new president,
but when you will seek after healing whers it can be found and where your prioni-
ties will always be Eingdom fornsed. Happy MNew Year.

Dir Micheal Pardue, Sr fwwwmichealpardue.com) iz the Pastor gf Firs? Bapiizt
Church gf Feard, He holds a Master gf Chriztian Ministry from North Greenville
Uninversity and a Doctor gf Education from the Southeastern Bapiist Thealogical
Seminary. He has served in variows positions with the Bapdist State Comeniton of
North Caroling and har mimiztered i five other Baptist churches in the Foothiils
gf Nowth Careling. Michaal alte writes for the Biblical Recorder  His first boak,
It Shall Not Return Foid, is now available from Raimer Publizhing He and his
wife, Rackel, have seven childman.
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Addiction Challenged

"The Grandfather Challenge” Hiking Program
(Helping At-Risk Kids, One Hike at A Time)

By James and Cheryl Mipper

Tames & Cheryl Nipper, the parents of Tason Matthew
Mipper, ars pleased to provide an update on their uniqoe
and challenzimg hiking program taking place at Grandfather
Monntain for at-risk youth, with a focus on those individu-
als who suffer from mental disorders and'or drog addiction. Our goal in this ar-
ticle is not only to introduce our program o local churches to explore whether we
might be able o serve at-rick kids, but to also nroduce readers o Appalachian
Monntain Lesdership in Boone, which bosts a unigue two week wildemess based
leadership training course each Faly for aspiring church youth.

Jason's Story:

Tazon was a happy, outgoing. and Fifted child with a
keen sence of huonoer and ensazing personality. He loved
omisic, reading. and all aspects of nature. His favorite times
Zrowing up were those spent with his family at their cabin
near Plomiree, BT, Althongh he was greatly troubled by
mental illness he foumd that the days he spent hiking bronght him grest peace and
satisfaction. Jason always wanfed to help other people, and found zreat joy when
he could help a friend.

Life chanzed for Jason when he reached his mid-teens. He started developing
sympioms of mental illness and soon found life more challenming. Despite mamy
stmuzzles. he still succeeded in earning an International Baccalanreate (IB) depresa
in hizh =chool, and was awarded a full, four vear scholarship to his favorite
school, the University of Florida. Tasom lived in Gainesville, Flornda off and on for
thres years and mried his best to be 2 "normal® studsnt pursuing a degree bt was
evenmually forced to withdraw from the University due to the confinning progres-
sicm of his mental illness and severe snxiety.

Jason contimied to stooggle with everyday life, and med valiantly to cope with
his mental illness, Through it all, he foond that the days which be spent mountain
hikimg brought him the greatest peace and satisfaction.

Like so many others with severe mental illness, Tason self-medicated with
substances, which ulimately only complicated lds mental condition Tason passed
away at age 26 on Fume 24, 2014, He is prestly mossed both by hiz family and
everyone that ever knew him

Creation of Foundation and MMission Statement:

Miore than anything elze. Jason wanted his lifs o have "meaning " His parents
Tames & Chervl Nipper have sought to fulfill that desire and honor theit son's
memory by forming & non-profit corporaton called The JTasonm Project, Inc., which
has qualified as a fax-exempt Charitable Foundation under IFS Begulation 501
(C) (3). They hope that Jason's mtense love of nature and hiking, coupled with
his desire to help others, will live on through the young persoms who participate
in this program. Their greatest desire is that at-risk youth participants, imchauding
those youth who are suffering from mental illness and/or dmg addicton, will,
throngh this program, learn mesningful life-lessons, and find it easier to over-
come some of life's challenging
hnrdles.

Becanse of Tason's abid-
ing love of the outdoors and
mmnuitain hiking, one of the
Foumdation's goals is to organize
ontward-bound type, mtercept
wildemess excursions and similar
proerams which are desigmed o
bmild self-confidence in somz-
gling youth, as well as trust and a
positve rapport with adult men-
fors. As part of their “outreach™ efforts, they have esmblished a special program
called “The Grandfather Challenze ™ through which st-rizk younth throngh a series
of four hikes nawvigate all of the hiking frails st Grandfather Boumtsin, NC. Coe
of these hikes takes you to the hizhest point in the Bloe Bidge Mountain chain
and affords incradible views slong the crest of Grandfather Mountain. These hikes
are normally conducted in four consecutive weeks, and the hikes get progres-
sively more difficult as the course proceeds. As these hikes take place, adult hike
leaders simive to teach these youmg people to respect this wery pristine and special
nature preserve, and to recognize and appreciate God's besuty and creation. Each
hike iz led by two highly qualified and experienced adult hikers, and each child
is mentored. encouraged, and supported by canng adult leaders who Ty to mstll
self-confidence, must, respect, and

a2 srong Comumitment 10 complete
a rigorous, challenging physi-
cal goal. The orpanizers of “The
Grandfather Challenge™ strongly
baelieve these experiences enlance
self-confidence in our youth, and
will encourage them to rise above
their challenges in life. A special
Certificate, hiking boots, and
other recosmition is given o each
young person that completes this
program.

Jazon's parents fervently believe that this type of program or scivity can not
only provide enjoyment fo those who participate. but can also build confidence

and st in others, similar to the ideals purswed in varous “ontward bound™
programs, and will thms allow them to folfill their goals expressed m their Mission
Statement:

To provide healihy and fzorous outdpor excursions and challenpes where at-
risk youth can be encouraged and inspired to rise above their adversites and excel
mentally, spirimally, and in life

Community Sapport and Alliances:

Althongh they evenmally expect to receive referrals for at-risk youth candidates to
complete this Challenge from mnlaple sources mchading children's honies and ju-
venile court pre-trial infervention
programs, the program’s first pri-
ority was to form an alliance with
the Avery County School systemn.
Dir. David Burleson, as super-
infendent of the Avery County
School system was the program's
first partner to work with them
in implementing The Grandfa-
ther Challenge. The non-profit
alliamces with the Catawba and
Caldwell Coumty School systems, representing a total of 14 high schools and 9
middle schools. Also, the Grandfather Mountain State Park of Morth Carolina
(throuagzh its Superintendent Sue bicBean) has issued 3 Special Use Pemmit to the
project, and the Grandfather Mountain Stewardship Foundation (with the snpport
of Jesse Pope and Hamis Prevoest) has sanctoned the program and isswed a special
pass for enfrance to the Grandfather Mountain affractions.

Foundation Pay: All Expenses of Program:

The Jazon Propect, Inc provides hiking boots, backpacks, socks, mincoats,
Grandfather Monntain entrawce fees, professional poides, and all other costs asso-
ciated with fhis program There sre no costs to participants or referral agencies. At
the successful completion of each round of hikes, the youth participants are each
given 3 Centificate of Completion and a gift certificate at an awands ceremomy in
their honor.

Hike Regimen Highlighis:

The hiking wails at Grandia-
ther Mountsin State Park offer
spme of the most nigoroas amd
challenging hiking trails in the
Southezst and inclnde areas rated
a5 either moderate or strenwows.
Some areas festure ropes and
ladders, and provide some of the
most phenommenal views exist-
ing in the High Counmy. "The
Grandfather Challenge" features
four major hikes, culminating in the following "Granddaddy” hike along the crest
of the moumtain o MacEae md Calloway Peaks, then dovwn the east side o the
Elue Ridse Parkway:

From the parking lof on top of Grandfather, hike the Grandfather Trail up m
MacFae Peak via ladders and ropes; climb The Chite and wisit Attic Windoar,
Indizn Howse Cave, and Alpine Meadow; hike throngh Calloway Gap, and on to
Callowsy Peak, the highest point of the Grandfather Mountain ndge trail; then
descend down the East side via the Dianiel BEoone Trail to the Elne Ridge Park-
way. This is the most challenging hike of the program, and will requite a fall day
of hiking snd climbing.

Appalachian Moontain Leadership:

The inherent value and effectivensss of our program is directly dependent on
mmgthﬁtm%mdﬁmmﬂﬂhﬂnfmhikelem Chir hikes
are supervized and conducted by Appalachian houn- ;
tzin Leadership (ARML), in Boone. We are extremely
pleased with the professional and Christian man-
per in which these young men and women condwct
themsealves smd lesd youth proups not only throngh
the “Grandfather Challengs™ hikes, but also through
various extended wildemess excarsions.

Wi can visit AN "s website at  wawamine.
ofg. As youn can see, AWML provides a diverse range
of adventre/servant-leadership activities, inchwd-
ing single day hiking or rock climbing, hiking,
nmlfi-day camping and wildemess excursions, and a
very special Created For Purpose program, which is
tzilor-made for church youwth, AML's emphasis is on
servant leadership, and they link wildemess actvites
with their mentoring skills and fraining, creating 3 unique experience that cannot
be matched by awy orgavization in the Southeast At the AW website please lnok
at the "Adventures" page, then the "Created for Purpose” tab, to learn about their
next wildermess excursion which will take place in Fuly of next year.

From AML's website, here are some things that stndents have said abouat their
experences in the Created for Purpose program:

Diay 11: "These past few days, I have been taly blown away by how beantiful
and awe mspinng everything is. From the smallest plant to the bizgest moumtaim,
everything seems so mmch brighter. Colors are more wibrant. and I suddenly seem

confinwed on page 45
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s small T hawe pushed through this journey, troubles, pleasures and all. T heve
pushed onward in a spiritesl] joumey as well The Lord is teaching me great things
in every breath I breathe Purpose is somethine T have always strugeled with, and
I had hoped my parpese (where the Lord is leading me) would suddenty become
clear to me on this trip. I feel like I am just picking up the pieces that will one day
lay out o make the bigzer picture. I just have to be patient and have FAITH We
ALL kave wonderful purpose and I can't wait to Ccontmee my jooney of life to see
what it is. It all leaves me breathless, I have oo words great enough to describs
how a life with the Lord feals”

"Diav 13.. (the end of the bepinning) It is the 1ast day of our mip and I feel bitter
sweet about leaving. These past two weeks have been filled with teaching, leam-
ing, leading, loving, langhter, sadness, awe, and so npwach more! I have learned a
lot about raveling the trail and a lot more sbowt raveling thronzh life. espacially
as a lpader ™

You can see from thess estimonials that the Created for Purpose program has
a very powerful effect on youth, and sssists them in their search to find their owm
"purpose" in life. and helps equip them to become leadars in their own clnarchas
and local communities. We have never seen or heard of any two-wesk wildemsess
based leadership raining program that matches the Created for Purpose program
offered by Appalachian Mountain Lesdership each summer As you can see foom
their website, the program consists of 10 days of backpacking through the Pisgah
Hational Forest in the Blne Ridge Mountzsins of Morth Carolina; two days of rock
bonldering, and two days of local commumitymission service. Egually mmportant,
the program requires a serious eleven month comminment from a charch mentor
o work closely with, pnide, and encourage these vouth participants to closely
azzecs their personal and spiritual lives and leam how o valee and implement the
concepts of servant leadership and thos become future leaders in their respective
communities and chumches.

Sommary of Wilderness/Leaderzhip Programs for Church Youth and Con-
tact Information:

The Jasen Project hosts the “Grandfather Challenge™ for ai-risk kids at Grand-
father Mowumtain, C. The JTason Project, Inc. is a tag-exempt, RS 501 (c) (3)
non-profit foundation organized to provide challengmg ontward bound type
activities and excursions for at-risk youth, inchading those youth who are suffering
from mental illness and'or drug addicoon. For further information, please con-
tact Tames Mipper via email at james(@jamesnipper.com or call (B28) T65-6541
or {(904) 354-7378. If yvon wish to donate to this project, please visit GoFondhda.

Appalschian Mountam [eadership (AWMLY of Boone, M. hosts & very special
Created for Porpose program which is tailor-made for church youth. AMI's
emphasis is on servant lesdership, and they link wilderness activities with their
mentoring ckills and Taming, creating 3 nnique experience that cannot be matchad
by any organization in the Southeast. At the AMIL website, please look at the
"Adventures™ page, then the "Created for Purpose®™ tak to leamn sbout their next
wildemess excursion which will take place in Fuly of next year To contact ARML,
you can reach their founder and CEO Tom Heary at Tomyaaminc.org  or call him
direct at ($03) 667-607E.

Healfh Inswance, Medicare and Life Insurance can be challenging fo undersiand
in foday’s world especialy. We are here fo help pou throwgh understanding all
your aplions which wall be beneficial to the ones you love when nesded the most
HKeeping youwr family first with the right insurance needs.

] . EbenConcept
India Bomar, Allison Vines, Marsha Lesterman, Judy Grubb

Call us (828) 765-3499 - Lee & Amy Ellis, Wayme Ellis,

Icard Principal Damiel Wall szid  “Tcard Elementary is very proud of Mrs. Glad-
den's accomplishments. Her excellence in teaching science and canng for all et
stadents has made a positive impact on our school and community. We celebrate
with Mrs. Gladden in this wonderful achievement.™

Burke County Public Schools Superimtendent Lamy Pumam szid, “T have ob-
served first hand in Ms. Gladden's classroom. Daring ons lecson, smdents were
simmlatimg s scmual il spill snd which materials would absork oil betier than oth-
ers. The stadents ware so engaged bacause it was 4 “real world” problem to solve™
{Fladden is a graduate of Sonth Caldwell Hizh School and Appalachisn State LUini-
versity. She has 3 bachelor’s and a master’s degres in elementary education E-6.
5She also has her Mational Board Tesching Cerfificstion and ATG E-17 Licensura.
Gladden is mammied to Toouwy Gladden, also a Burke County Public Schocls em-
plovee, and they have two danghiers.

BCPS receives Golden LEAF grant for technology

Project DETATL (Digita]l Education Teaching snd Individnalized Lesming) -- a0
imitative by Burke County Public Schools — has received support from the Golden
LEAF Fmdation in the fonm of a 200,000 grant. The puopesa of the grant is to
provide funding to Burke Connty Poblic Schools for implementation of a one-to-
one digital leaming
initiative for middle
schoo] smadents and
teachers.

The mitiative will
heve 3 srong focns
nnbu:l.ldmgtearjler

and teachers and assist in profeszional development doough 3 parmership with the
Friday Instimie for Edncational Innovation fo strengthen the district’s evalation

Honeyowit said, “Ouaicomes of the project include individng] stadent growih as
reflected in their digital portfolio, improvements in math proficiency scores and
increased wse of technolosy as an educational tool ™

Buke Conmity Public Schopls Superintendsnt Dr. Larry Pumsam said the emphasic
is on sixth grade as a contimuaton of the one-to-cne learming oppornimites snadents
are exposed o in elementary school. He said, “Federal Tiile 1 allomments have
allowed the district to focus on digitl leaming m the elementary grades and now,
thanks o this opportanity from the Golden LEAF Foundation, when o snsdents
enter middle school, they will not take 3 step backward in insmocton and smdent-
centered learning due to the lack of devices available for staff and smdents.™

Ower the past few years, the Burke County Board of Education las besn convrmit-
ted to improving the technology mifrzsmchire and increasing the nomber of devices
in pur schools. Project DETATL comes on the beels of a rollowt of 2,000 Chrome-
books faking place now in the middle sand high schools.

Pumam said “Project DETATL will add another 200 devices to secondary educa-
tion and will not only put more devices in the hands of students bat also allow for
profeszional development for teachers on how to get the most ot of the devices for
instructional puapeses. I thank our school board members for thelr support m this
an other technological inffiatves.™

Honeyowtt said the distrect started working oa the Project DETATL proposal
in August and received official word fom Golden LEAF on fonding earlier this
month. Professional developmment for teachers will start in Febnary and comment fifth
eraders can loak forward to wsing the devices in Augnst in thedr sixth-prade class-
TO:OIS.

Swocessfinl mplementation of this grant could lead to foture grants, md the Proj-
ect DETAITL grant comumittes already has plans in place to apply for fare Golden
LEAF grants to fimther the mission of the initative.

Cheryl Shyffier is the Public Relations Officer for the Burke County Public School

865 Oak Avenue * Spruce Pine, NC 28777

www. bremews . com
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In the Nation, we’re more forgiving.

At Nationwide®, we believe drivers like you deserve
a break. That's why we offer Accident Forgiveness,

BURNSVILLE which means your rates won't go up because of an

5 Town Square accident. We put members first, because we don't
have shareholders. ®

(828)682-2325

SPRUCE PINE Join the Nation® of second chances.

12300 Hwy 226 South

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND Nationwide’

320 Linville Street Is on your side

(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADISON, ﬁ/\
BURKE Counties (TOLL FREE #)
(866)346-4202 R E N T

gassociates

il s A

ReginaHensley  Renee Woody  Cindy Shuford  Crystal Amold Dena Hensley Dusty Robinson  Emily Robinson
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commereial
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Products underwriten by Nationwice Mulual insurance Company and AMiiated Companies, Columbus, Ohloe Mot &l Naionwikde affilated companies are mulual com-
panies and naot all Matioraide members are insuwred by a mutual company.
Matiomaide, the Mabonwide N and Eagke, Mationwide |6 on your side, Join the Mation and We pul members first Decause we donT have sharenolders are Senvice marks
of Matiormide Mutual insurance Company. © 2046 NPR-0614MC.1 (11M1E)
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TOGETHER, WE ARE
g/ ,

(/

L‘P‘

HOPE and H AL G

Call to schedule a tour today!

The Crossnore School and The Children’s Home have united

to create a continuum of care offering HOPE AND HEALING for
children in North Carolina who are suffering from the effects of trau-
ma caused by abuse and neglect. COME VISIT US - we would love

to share our story!

THE CROSSNORE SCHOOL | 100 DAR Drive | Crossnore, NC 28616
(828) 733-4305 | info@crossnoreschool.org | www.crossnoreschool.org

THE CHILDREN'S HOME | 1001 Reynolda Road | Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(336) 721-7600 | Iinfo@tchome.org | www.itchome.org

www. bremews. com
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY
You'll enjoy stimulating lectures, cultural activities,

sporting events, and educational opportunities.

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE
Private Bath & Kitchenette

Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 380-4108 I’
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