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In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because ﬂmr Gﬂd sent his
only begotten Son
mto ﬂfﬂ’ world,
that we might live
through him.

1 J{}]H’I 4.;9

The Inspiring Word

The Gift That Keeps on Giving
By Dir. Terry Chesk
MeDowell Coumty

With Christmas fast approaching, this year refailers
zepm to be starimg their adverfising msch eartisr than
uwzusl. Of course, T have been saying that for previons
yaars also. Hnne.li'_';. sdvertizing seems to start earlier
every year. Becently I have seen many advertisements
claiming to have the zift that keeps on giving. All of these have been very expen-
sive gifis, nsually high-end sutomobiles, hooary vacations, dismonds, gold, even
insurance, and investments. As I szid each of these had ope thing in common, they
Wele Vely eXpensive.

If we really look at each of these expensive gifts, and really awy materialistic
gift, we see they are far from being the zift that kesps on giving. Every one of
themn will break. wear ouf, can be lost or stolen and they will all lose value given
time and conditions.

Conmmercializm has made its mark on Chrisomss mnd sadly @t doesn't seem to
be going awsy anytime soon. The Christian doesn't have to allow commercializim
to dictate our Christmas! And, we know, there is 2 zift that kesps on giving Lat’s
imvestigate God's word and kave Christmas refreshed and simplified before we
bacome overwhelmed with materialism.

Even though we know, we should take time fo remember that Chnsimas is
the story of the incamate birth of Christ. Mot just aomy birth but Christ, the Mes-
sigh, coming to dwell among men. Let's allow our minds and bearts the ome to
absort that thought. God came to earth in the fesh of man and willinghy walked
mmong us. God talked with us, healed ws, met our physical needs and even clearad
up centuries of reliious cormapdoen regarding His teaching. Those are some of
the frimpe benefits of His coming, but they were not His primary purpose. Luke
chapier two tells of His birth In Matthew 5:17 Jesus gives us a glimpse mbo His
purpose for coming. From the KTV we read “Think not that I am come o destray
the law or the prophets: Tam not coma fo destray, Bud fo Al " From cur Bible
we learn that Tesus came to do for us what we could not do for ourselves. We were
and sall are umable to fulfill or meet God's law. [ realize most people reading this
are shaking their eads in agresment, at least I hope yon are. The Bible folfills
many applications m our life. I believe the most important one is the spplication
poinfing us t0 Fesns for salvation. Again, from Jesus' owm words found in John's
poapel 12:47 BTV “dnd i any man hear wy words, and believe not, 1 judes kam

wanw brenews. con

not: for I came not to judge the world, bur fo smae the world, * Some today will
say, Jesus didn't come fo judze, it's His own words and tme they are. Jesws didn’t
have to come to judge because we have already been judged and found muiloy.
Without a proper relsfionship with God we have no hope. Without Tesus there is
oo hope! Jesus came to zave the whole world, what an amazimg thought that s,
In case vou're wondering hovar il of this will fit into my fGtle, “a gift that keeps
miving." Fiead this piece of scripiore. Romans §:23 KTV “For the wages gf zin i
death; bt the gift of God iz etermal e through Jesuz Christ our Lord ™ The pay-
day we are promised throngzh a life of unforgiven sin is death. Buat the gift of God,
free pardon and forgiveness of sim, is etermal life! God's gift is Jesus Christ and
God’'s gift when accepéed and applied is a gift that keeps on giving for etermity.

If vou're not certam that Jesus is yvour Lord and Savior, I beg you do not puat
it off amy longer. Call upon Him this Christmas and ask Him to come o your
heart, forgive your sin and accept the free gift of eternal life. There is a gift that
keeps on giving bat we canmot buy it, all we must do Is accepr it. Fomans 10:9-10
ETV sums it up nicely “That [ thow shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesuz,
and zhalt believe in thine heart that God hath rained kim from the dead, thou shalt
Bba soved. (10) For with the heart man belicveth unfo righteousmess, and with
rha mouth corfession is made unte rahvation ' Mermy Christmas everyone and
remember Jasus is the reason for the season

Until we meet again either in print or in person, may God nchly bless you is
Doy Prayer.
Terry i3 the Executive Director and broadoaster af The Inspiring Word media

miniziry. Tou can contact Terry by email af theinspivingword @ gmail. com
Or by viziitng waw theinspiringword. org
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Genesis: The Missing Fiece of the Puzzle
By Calvin Smith

Most charch leaders would agree that the western world is becoming “less
Christisn’ every year.

Worldviews

Mations once built upon biblical foundations are watching the collapse of
godhy values in our cnlture and Christians seem powerless to stop it. Competing
worldviews like atheism, umanism, commmism, new age, and the ocoult are be-
ing vigorously promoted in edocaton, the media and one-on-one to children and
adults alike.

Mations once built upon biblical foumdations are waitching the collapse of godly
values in our culture and Christians seem powerless to stop it With so many aress
for the church to deal with we meed to ask ourselves, how do we make a differ-
ence? Where do we focus our efforts? Did this happen by chance, or is there a
deeper issue? Church leaders are busy with programs, counselling and such buat
it sepms a5 thouph something’s been lost. It's like a giant purzde and the chorch
can't seem to find the ‘missing piece’.

When things are crumbling around ws, we need to 2o back to basics. Withonot
a2 strong foundation, a struchors will eventally ercde and collapse. Peabm 11:3
says, ‘If the foundations be destroyed, what can tfhe rishteons do? This verse
shonld canse ns to examine our foundstions, which may lead us to a better realiza-
tion of why we face the issues we do.

- i

It"s like a giant puzzle, and the church can't seem to find the “missing piece”.
Bt before we look at our own fomndstons, let's look at those of the polar oppo-
site of the Christizn worldview—atheism A -theism by definition, states foumda-
tronally that there is ‘no God”. All worldviews provide answers to the biz gues-
fions in life like “Where do we come from?’ How do atheists explain our origins
without God? Their snswer is evolution. This gives them an explanation for our
existence without God—asturalistically. Briefly stated the grand theory of evola-
fion embraces the following.

Cosmic evolution

Billicns of years ago time, matter and energy came into existence as the result
of the “big bang’. Onver billions of vears the galaxies, stars and planets formed—
all by themselves.

Ceological evolotion

The earth started as a bot molten orb, evenmally cooling dowm enongh for wa-
fer to condense and fill the ocesns.
Chemic al evolution

Aﬂﬂmmhﬁmﬂ@mmmmm

mmmummdmmﬂﬂelecum,nthmtdypodlmg:]l of the life forms that have

Eventually, ape-like creamres developed higher brain functions and bumsans
evolved, forming societies and culiures that developed laws, religions, and mstim-
tions like mamiage. Evolutionists point to the geologic cohunm and the fossils &t
contains &= ‘scienfific proof’ of these processes,

Heat death

Becmse the enfire umiverse is subject to the laws of enmopy, the fiture uli-
mately is "heat death’, where there will be no more available energy. Mo life will
exist, and perhaps everything will collapse and begin all over again.

No ultimate hope

The atheistic worldview, based on this supposed history, says that we had an
accidental begmning: we developsd throuph random processes and that there is no
ultimste hope for the future. It says that there ars no absohites. no basis for moral-
ity or ethics oniside of what each person decides is right for themsalves.

Atheizm ws. theizm is someties misrepresented as ‘science’ vs. “faith’. This
is umiTee because evolation is 3 worldview that is also based on faith. In fact, evo-
Infiomists and creatiomists have the exsct same scientific facts to examine . There
isn't a scientific observation that a creationist would disagree with an evolutionist
sbout. Creationists disagree with evolntiondsts' conchosions because we do not
agree with their starting presuppositions.

The real difference is that of the world history that each group believes m, by
faith. Why by faith? Becanse we cannot iravel back in time to see the first life
form evolve or observe God create the umiverse. So, our understanding of what
happensd in the past is ultimataly sccepted by faith. We can nse scientific methnds
to obsarve evidence in the present, and then assess which history is best supported
by that evidance.

The key piece of the puzzle; Christ died for oar sims

DMfamy Christians believe the creation/evolnton issee to be a side issue, an un-
profitable atea on which to focus. To many, it seems divisive and has Little relation
1o proclaiming the Gospel.

Ta find out if this is a side issue or mot, let’s move to the core teaching of
virmally all evangelical churches. Almost every Christian would azree that the
kev piece of the Christan worldview is our Savier, Tesus Christ. The Bible says
that Fesns became the ‘last Adam’, died on a cross for the sins of the world and
paid the penalty that we deserve so that on judrment day we won't suffer etemal
separation from God in hell.

Virgin birth

Traditioms like Christmas arose fom the event of Tesus® hirth, foretold in the
Old Testament. Christ was “born of a vizgin®, the sinless Son of God, perfect in
every way 5o that he was able to take on the sims of the world as the only snitable
sacrifice.

continued on page &

Compassionate Care
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Palliative -
Wonderful Care When You Need It Most

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO OUR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES

- PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE -

Hospice+Counseling

December 17th - 1:00 to 3:00pm Drop-In
Serving heavy Hors d’oeuvres, hot cocoa and apple cider

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714

8328-682-96735

Infol@compassionatecarewnc.org
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Church Directory

The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
5 ' of WNC Baptist Church
- o 207 Avenue 280 Chapel St
i . ot Spruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬂnml_rr:. NC 28777
:": - :"': waw biridgewnc. org wearwr. bamychapelbapiist.com
7 i Pastors - Tom & Tamumy Angfin Pastor - Steve Williams
i K Sunday Service 10:30AM Sunday School B:45 AM
i - i - Kt Wadnesday Service 7:00PM Wmﬁquﬁllm' 11:00 AM
& r . & Church Offics M-F Sunday Evening Care Meal/
£ e | e 8:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM
; ¢. "Home of Tri County Christian School” Eve
i .- H Cur passion |5 o beip connacl the Body of Servica T:00 PM
s £ ot in this anes in oreser b s8a s Firs
g, a5 - o of God tramsfonm our communty, stat, Whars Everybody is
i o 1T = naition and worid] {Ses John 17:21) And Jesus Christ is Lord|
* Eode &
i : " Morganton Faith Fellowship Church
e 0 Seventh-day Champ Ry R
i K Adventist Church Micavile, NC 28755
5 . 2187 Jamestown Road B2BH-675-0284
¥ Tt Morgarton, NG
- - B28-584-8212 wwwflcn.ong
i o L www fiorradio.ong
5 : it Pastor Steve Baitz Devid & .
i L Sabbath (Saturday) : i
1 &4 Bible Study - 8:30 am Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am
e - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Sendcs - 10:45 am
ki ! Vegetarian Buffet afier church Wednesday Bible Shudy - 7:00pm
o o Wadnasday “The sisps of & good men are
C o Praisa, Prayer & Procaim - orsered by e Lord:
: ] 7-00 pm And he celighteth in his way”
wowew. morgantonsda.ong Pealm 1723
AR AL Grassy Creek Baptist | | West Burnsville Burkemont
Church Church c ist Ch h
e e PRU OLNE 238 Hhy Baptist Church aptist Churc
- BB TBE-06ED ?ﬂm NG Wast Bumsville Chirch Rd. I:hﬂﬂs B-l.u'lurrgm R,
ey skl wimlatging) | 54520 Bumnsville, NC 28714 rganton, NC 28655
www_ alapassbaptisichurchoorg 3 r
WL E A o (828)-562-3990 828-437-2357
Dr. Marcus R. Baafield F\,ur more iMMmI
Sunday Schosl « 10:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long pleass visit
Warship -H:H..I Maoming Worship 11:00am Sunday School: 8:45 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
ooty b g i Sunday evening 8:30pm Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
st & Ird Wednesday: Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
mnﬁgﬁ-lﬁ;ﬂfnrhtm- 8-11) JAM, esus and Me) T:00pm Wednesday Servica 6:30 p.m.
Discovary ages 12-18) Ssokars (young adults) T:00pm)| 8:30am - Early Worship
Wednasday - 7: Mid-week worship 7-00pm Church visiorr Gloefying Giod theough 2:45am - Sunday School
- “That Mitchel County kcing, growing, going. to buld the churs 11:00am - Worship
Bible Balieving Church” may know Chist® et it the workd, 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Hunmam Prulflytunan Baﬂalar t‘::r:ellltm f_ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
re ptist Chu bl Baptist Church
el L 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church EI Church Road
BaBTES-8010 Bakarsville, NC 28705 2907d US Hwy 70 E Spruce Pine, NC 28777
weww T rReChrh com www.bearcreskbaptist com NG Phane: (828) 765-9101
Pastor Ryan Bridgeo RS R www.pinabranchbapfist.net
uuum-mrm Reverend Bruce Cannon i g
Pastor Barry MaHormney
mﬂr&':“ Em;ﬁ’gfmd gﬁ;r“ Reverend Bobby Joe Gresns
L Gouapes Thomsssiany-Thumehery ewsnings, 00 Worsh rvica 10z Sabbath
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm ] Discipleship 6:00 PM Hible m Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
PR My O [ e Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Waorship - 11:30am Warship Service « 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM Vegetarian Buffet after church Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
ke you I o e b il —rd - Z
:' unmﬁm;-m:: “For God =6 lovad the word, he mmnﬁm%?w A Bible-believing Fellowship
=k sy gave his only Son..” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
Newland Christian Church
' First Baptist Church of Spruce Pine United
St. Lucien’s Spruce Pine Methodist Church 2000 Miars Gop tigfvey
Catholic Church 11080 Huwy. 228 South Newland, NC 26657
695 Summit Strest ““E‘F"H?;.Fm Spruce Fina, H;: 2BTTT Phona (B28) 260-1404
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 P e www.sprucepineumc.ong www newtardchvistianciuch cam
Phone (828) 765-2224 wwvesprucepinafbo.cam spumci@balisouth.net
wanw. pibe blogenat.com B28-TE5-T446 Pastor - Phillp G
M Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Rick Schifling
Wugug:?ﬁr Fﬁhgm Senior Pastor Sunday School - 10:00am Senday School, :45 am
E:L'l]pm Behae] - 45 s Sunday Worship - 11:00am &wjmnm
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- mﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂmm SOy Wy~ 1000 Suriay Evering Bible Study: 6 pm
4009 PR e lion o Spuce Py Unted || Wedvesday Evering Prar Mosg: 7 pm
Knowing God, Sasing God, Sening 2 ':':.hu “mw ' . .
God, Submitting to Goal Education, and Murturrg Service A Local Congregation of Christs Cherch

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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It was a warm day when my mther placed me zenthy
in the baskst and left me by the rver She had no choice
really. At only thres meothe old, T was mow 8 liability. T
was one of the lucky onss becanss 3 wealthy and power-
ful worman raised me as ber owm. One day, when I was a
grown man, I wimessed one of my people being beaten
and I killed the offender and hid his body i the sand. T
am a murderer. Iy name is Moses and I wonld Later be chosen by God o lead the
Iszaelites out of Egyvpt. [ was also given the Ten Commandments from God. My
sins were forgiven.

I was known for slaying the great giant, Goliath. Later, I became king over all
of Israel and was even know as being 2 man after God’s own bheart. It happened
in the spring at the time when kings o out to battle. Whils walking aroumd the
roof of the king s house, T saw a besutiful woman bathing. T inguired abont her
and found ot that she was the wife of one of o1y soldiers. I had her brought o
me and Eaid with her I even sent har lnishand to the front lines of the barls to his
death. My name is Eing David. My sins were forgiven.

These are oaly two of many examples throughout the Bible of people that
committed what we might consider great sins but were found rehtecus and
walked close to the Lord. The obvious lesson bere is that “all hae simned and il
short gf the glory of God” Fomans 3:23. We know that all sins are forgiven when
we confiess our sins, ham awsy from themn and accept Fesns Christ as our Savior

and Lord. “Bur ar many, as received Him, to them He gave the right fo become
chilaren of God, even fo thase whe believe in His name ™. Jolm 1:12.

As modem-day Christians, we read these stories in the Bible but all too often
we don’t make the connection to our fellow man (woman). We koo that we were
bom into sin and we are only =aved by grace through faith i Jesus Christ who
died on the cross nd became the sacrifice for onr sins, past, present, and futore.

But do you know 211 this, rizhe? Can smyone be forgiven for any sm? And
what sbout forgiving those who have wronged us? The Bible says, “Then Perar
came and said fo Him, Lord, how gften shall my brother sin agaist me and T for-
Efve kim? Up to seven iimez? ™. Jesus said to bim “7 de not sqy fo you, up o seven
fimas, bt wp fo seventy fmes soven. ” Matthew 18:21-22

I can’t think of 3 better time than when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ
1o meditate on the Word of God and what it says sbout forgiveness. As you read
the following letter from a prisoner that we send a copy of the Blue Fidse Chris-
tian Mews o each month, think about the forgiveness that you have received from
God even thonph yvou don't deserve it. It is only through a relationship with Fesns
Christ that iz made possible. Read this letter. Pray. If thera is someone you have
been reluctant or even refusing to forgive, now is the time! The Bible says, “For if
you forefie others for thefr transprestions, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. Bui if you do rot forgive arhars, than your Father will not forsiee your frans-
Eressions. " Matthew §:14-15.

Brign Rarrier iz a ljfe-long nesident gf Burke County, U5 drmy Feleran, a mam-
ber af Pleazant Hull Bapsist Church and Pubiisher of the Blue Ridge Chriziian
Naws,
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Servicing the Morganton Area

828-544-1776

wonw benfranklinplumbingmorgantioncom

,EBEH_]&HH.I‘]

Franklin

If there's amy deday, I's you we pay’.

&

1001 Satisfactlon Guaraniced |
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ol b g el e P ey ¢ = i Sy Sl

Fufy Litdemddd bited imiiories = Dvog Tz, Lechgeoona - Lagiad §mgdeg il

= = CHECK OUT THESE GREAT OFFERS! .t
$I50FF = $500FF @ $250FF
Miw Water Heater
instaitation
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1011 South Sterling Street » Morganton, NC 28655
(828) 437-3211 » www.Sossomanfh.com
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Besarrection

Easter Sunday is the Celsbration of Jesus® resmrection, the demonsiration of
his victory over sin and death Jesus acknowledzed the link between these “earth-
Iv', real-time/space events relafing to spirifual tmuths when be spoke to Bicodermmns
ghout beinz bom again

Jesus says; "I have spoken fo vou of earthiy things and you do not baliave: how
rhen will you beifeve If I 1peak of heavenly things? ' (JTohn 3:12) The Bible makes
it clear that if these events dida’t acmally ocour we are stll lost in our sins, our
faith is in vain, and we are o be pited above everyone.

But why was the cracifixion necessary? Why did Jesus have to suffer such a hor-
rible death? To understand this, we pnst renan to the foundations of our faith,
ropted in the Old Testament. Jesus acknowledged the awthority of the O.T. each
fime he said ‘It is woitten ..." or “Have you oot read ... °

The book of Genesis gives us a clear understanding for the reason Jesus came.
It was to fix the problem caused by the bead of the bumemn race, the first Adam.
Creation

The Bible describes God's creation of a perfact world, a paradize whese every-
thing was ‘very good’. Genesis 1:29 cays that man and snimals ate plants (there
were no carnivores) and therefore no bloodshed There was no sin, cormption or
death.

The Fall

God gave Adam a command that be should mot eat fom the foit of the mee of
knowledge of good and evil, and told him that death would be the consequence
shonld he do so. Unformnately, Adam chose to exercise his free will in clear
rebellion against God.

As a result, God carsed the earth, and suffering and death entered the world.
Becanse Adam was the head of the homan race his sin nature was passed on to
all hiz descendants. Formans 5:12 says, “ Thengfore, fust ar throwgh one man si
entered info the world, ond death through sin, and so dearh spread fo all men
becauze all sinned .. "
hiznking iz now separated from God, not just shle to die physically, but spirimally
dead as well.

Judzment

In Genesis 6 we read bow God judzed the wicked in a global flond where © ...
ali the high mownlaing under the enfire heavens vwere covered. " (Genesis 7:19)
for righteous Moah, his family, and represenfative kinds of land animals on board
the great Ark. This is a perfect cause-and-effiect explanation of the fossil record,
the billions of dead things buried in sedimentary rock all over the earth.

This parallsl o the coming judmment is spoken of in 2 Peter 3:6 and 7- ‘By
these waters also the world of that ime war deliged and desiroyed. By the zame
word the present heavens and aarth are reserved for fire, being kapt for the Day af
Judement and destruction gf ungodly wmen.

The Law

After this God established the Law through Moses, which taught right from
wrong and social docirines. Most inportantdy it showed that mankind could
never reach God's standard, that “all have sinned, snd come short of the glory of
God." (Romans 3:23) Paunl says © ... Dwould ot have brovs what sim was excapt
rhrough the i " (Fuomans 7:7) The knowledee of sin and judzment leads people
1o seek mercy at the cross of Christ
Eestoration

The blessed hope of the Bible is the mme after God’s coming judzment when
He will restore the earth to the way it was m the beginning as far as zin and death
zre concemed There will be © ... mo more death or mourning or crying or pam ...
" {Fevelation 21:4) We will get newy, incormuptible bodies. The Last enary, death,
will be destroved _..

Foundational knowledge—transforming power—blessed hope

picture’ of the history of the world and bumanity as it has been taught and 2c-
cepted by the Christian charch for some eighieen hundred years now. Up untl
sbout 200 vears ago in the western world, even most non-Christians accepted this
history. So, what changed” Dioes this have any bearing on the stroggles the charch
is facmg?

Arcund 200 vears ago the concept of “millions of vears' started to gain
popularty when centzin pesple reimterpreted the rocks and fossils, not a5 2 result
of Mioah's Flood, but as 3 record of millions of years of history. The idea of a
long-pre-history “recorded’ in the rocks paved the way for Darwin’s theory of
evolution—its mooted slow step-by-step processas needing eons of time. which
‘long-ame’ peology provided

Today this long-age history of the world is promoted by virtually all public
educationz] centers. Many Christians have adopted portions of this “history” and
attemptad to reconcile it with the Bible. Many woendsr if God may have nsed evo-
hatiom, or if millions of years of evolutionary processes are compatible with the
teaching of Scripture. Some people feel that science and religion are tTwo separate
areas of thonght and that the Bible has no bearing on the real world. Maoy simply
believe it's a side issue.

Contrasting worldviews

Let's look at just one aspect of the evolutionary story and see how it mpacts
Christian theology. Biany Christians that may not believe in the evolation of ani-
mals and man per se still believe in millions of vears of earth history. But the idea
of millions of years comes from an mterpretation of the sedimentary rock layers
all over the world, which are assumed to have been deposited slowly, and which
contain fossils.

Where do you fit the “AMillions of Years*?
Wirmally no one would attempt to Gt these millions of years of history after the
cartinuad on page 4.2

WE ARE
HERE FOR
\\\ |/ L

Brian Center Spruce Pine

r!,’ The Brian Center team wants to be

YO.

W Come take a tour and reserve your private room today!

218 Laurel Creek Ct. - Spruce Pine, NC 28777 « Phone: B28-765-7312

a resource to the community.
We are a § star Medicare rated facility.
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It's our goal to get community members
back home as quickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Stroke Recovery

Respiratory Care

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electncal Stimulation
Diathermy Mobile Swallow Studies

* Fax: B28-765-7235
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High Peak Baptist Church

Why Won't God Bless Me
By Kevin Purcell
Burke County

Dften people will ask me “Why aren't things
working ot the way I hoped™ This question offen i
comes after their life swirled ont of control and they ""f'lr
blamed God for not hlessing them with an easier life. 8
But why didn't be bless them?

Doesn’t the Bible Promise Life Gets Easier?

People often cite 1 Commthizmns 10013 claiming this promise proved false since
things are gefting too hard. The verse says, “No fempration Ras overtaken you
axcapt sich as & common o man,; but God 5 faitifld, whe will rot allow you fo
b rempred beyond what you ane able, bur with the remptation will aiso make the
way g escape, that you mey be able fo bear it ™

Well-meaning balievers focus on a few words at the expenss of the true mean-
mg of the text.

* Crvertaken — A crisis took over their lives, so God’s waord didn®t hold ap in their
Hwas.

= Bayvond what you are able — “This crisis is beyond what I am able to handie ™

= Way of escape — “T want ouf of this suffermg, but I don't see aoy way of escape.™

Here's the problem. Focusing on & fewr words or phrases diverces this verse
from the tmuth of God’s teaching. He's not tesching that vou won't have soy
proflems in your life that will keep you ffom struggling too onach. He does oot
promise only short-fem suffering that seon gives way to happiness snd an end of
sufferimg. In fact, this passage doesn’t address peneral suffering AT ATL

1 Corinthians 10 addresses sin. Verse five says God was not pleased with many
of the 0ld Testament peopls due to sins like hist and sexnal sms. Their sing served
s bad examples to ns. If you think you're standing up to tempdation, be carefil
Dom't gat too prowd, lest yon fall. That leads ws fo our verse above. It promises a
way of escape for the sinner who gives in to termptation.

Ddamy TV preachers and I am sure lecal preachers of the prosperity Gospel
promise every Christian wealth and ease. Give money to TV preachers and God
will make you rich and your life will zet easier. That's a perversion of the Gos-
pel of the worst kind. It makes the world think the charch is all about grabbing
people’s cash and geding rich instead of what it’s about, God overcoming our
sinful mistskes to promise eternal life and parpose-filled life. Mot en easy life, but
a worthy life.

Why Won't God Bless Ae?

This takes us back to the origmal gueston Why doesn’t God bless mry Life?
Imapmine a coupls of teens who are seniprs in high school with a bright fomre.
They grew up in godhy Christian homes and their parents taught thern sbout
miorality, the love of Jesus and how to live a life that bonors God. They want to
follow that teaching in their dating relationship

Unfortunstely, the couple makess 3 bad decision. His parents went out to
celebrate Christmas &t 2 party and won't come horme Gl afier ten o' clock. So, he
suggests they go to his house and watch movies. They find the Lavest romamtic
comedy. They begin to feal romanfic fowards one apother bhe kisses her, caresses
and ... You can guess where it leads. They didn't plan it, but they alse didn’t listen
as the Holy Spirit in them warned them with feelings of guilt. God provided the
way of escape but they didn't follow that off-ramp and sped along towards sexneal
5im.

About five weeks later she confides in her boyfriend thar she might be presnant.
They get a tact at the local CVE and it tests positive. Two lives that had such grest
promise now looks out of control.

They can’t abort the child. That's just wrong and they kwowr it. They also don't
think gefiing mamied is the nght choice. “T'm ot sure I'd want to live the rest
of my Life with himn. We"ve only been dating, for three months.” So, instead they
both drop from our school, find foll-tioye jobs and move in together. The mobile
home they rent is nothing special, bat it's adequate. But their jobs take them out of
charch and away from the pesitive mfinences of their parents” booe. They neglect
their relationships with Jesus and stan to make more bad choices.

Soon, one crisis led to another. Omne temptation led to another These new par-
ents find their lives falling spart They fee] like this has overtsken their lives. They
feel trapped So. they wonder. “Why doemn’t God bless us and make Life pasier™

Can vou guess the anewer? God doesn’t bless sinful lifestyles. This started with
the poor choice to be alone at the boy's home. It contimeed with sexmal contact
and eventeally gave in to the ultimate temptation. They kept making mistakes by
Living topether, leaving fellowship of other Christians in a charch setting. They
did the right thing by kaving the baby but dida't choose to raise the child in a bib-
Lical environment At each choice, a quiet impulse pulled them to make the nght
choice and they ignored it making the wrong choice most of the ime.

A good father won't reward a child for beanng up his brother, stealing candy at
the store, or cheating on his school assipnments. God won't bless the Life of a sin-
ner mnning away fom His will

There's Sll Good News

Despite all the bad choices the coupls sbove made, God wounld still bless them
if ..
1. They ask God fo forgive their mistakes and conumit to repent and follow Jesus.
2. They chose to make their relattonship with one another nght by getting marmed
and comumiting to a biblical marriage that applies the lessons of Ephesians 5:22-
33
3. They chose to immediately start asking God to belp them find jobs that will ket
them sttend worship with fellow believers and until then find a fellowship on a

Wednesday or Sunday night or Twesday or Thuosday for that matter so they can
receive teaching, encouragement, discipleship, and opportmities to serve Eing
Jesus.

Here's the prest thing abowut Fesns. He loves us so much and He desperately
wanis o bless us. But He loves us enough to never bless ns when we're making
salf-destrurtive choices,

D Eavin Purcall is the pastor gf High Peak Baptist Church off Exit 107 on 140
Hekr alzo written abowr church and Bible technology for waa Church Tech Today:
com and ather publications. He covers Biblez softweare and rech at wrnw Eavin-
Purcellorg and on his YouTube chammel af wwwpouiube com'c/ EavinPurceliBe-
FindThePuimt

YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

General Dentistry for the Family

We Love To See You Smile

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Flled Forvou
Monday - Thursday B-5
Friday 8-2

(828) 433-1223

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 2B655
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Carolina Home Care
Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

- In-Home Care for Children & Adults - Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adulis & Children - Insurance
= CAP Chaoice = W& Homemaker Service
- Pediatric Nurse Aids - Companion/Siter
=~ Respite

Oar In-Home Aldes are supervised by & registered murse
who iz avaifable during ail hours worked by the aide.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-434(0

Breakfast = Lunch

o

Deli Sandwiches

=Hamburgers™, "
““Hot'Blogs

l - Soup'& Salad
DT’'S BLUE|RIDGE JAVA PRTe il
COFFEE SHOP S CAFER &i

CAROLINA FLOORING

A Christian Owned Business

WE ARE COMMITTED TO HELPING OUR
CUSTOMERS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS BY
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY FLOORING
SERVICES

RN

OUR HARDWORKING TEAM CAN TAKE CARE OF ALL
YOUR FLOORING NEEDS!

006 W Union St
Morganton, NC 28655

Telephone: (8258) 475-1192

Avery and Mirchall County

By Jody Griffin

Far unto us a child &= borm, undo us a son i5 given: and
rhe governmant thall be upon hiz shoulder: and kis nama
shall be called Wonderfte!, Counzellor, The mighty God,
The Evgrlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (Izaiah 9.6,
Kjtqmmesu:unmhjnlly!” Yaddah yaddah yaddah,
blzh, blsh biah...

While the Christmas season does seem 1o bring out the
best in many, there are countless others who stuggle fo ex-
perience joy this time of year. The gleeful choms of carols can do more hamm than
gocd when the world seems dark all around you Everyone else’s joy can serve to
heiphten one’s anxiety when the fesling isn’t muiual.

Want o be 3 real blessing this Chrismas? Consider ziving of yourself, not nec-
escarly your money. Look around and find someone who lacks a joyful spint this
season. They may be bungry or thirsty, a soranger in nead of shelter, or they may
need clothes to keep them wamm. They may be in prison, i need of somepne who
will pray fior them_ care for them and even visit them. Each one of these activities
would be used by Jesus later in His minisory to distingaish the “sheep’ from the
goars’ (hatthew 25).

It makes one think of the seringz of the Lord’s birth. A stable where sheap,
Eoats, catile and more found shelter in the night The bomble beginnings of Tesus”
life oo earth are n stark comtrast to the stagzering salf-interested consumerism of
today.

Look around you. Stop bhumming
Christmas carols long epough m
bear what is on someone’s mind.
Love them by listening, caring and
sharing. You need mot nay them any-
thing. YWOUT are 3 gift in yoorsslf.

Beflecting on this passage mizht
be halpful for anyone rymg to give
back soone of the blessings they have
b=en given.

Walk info 2 nearby rest homes,
nursing home oT arAngE a visit to a
jail or prison. {These require preap-
prowal. . so be sure to Confact your
choice of semting and make prior

1 Visit with someone
who looks, or acts like they might
nntgetmnr_hmmmj' Speak with
themn even if they are unshls to speak hack. T]:Eem!mm'ehmtngpeqﬂemﬂne
world than we want to see. We are afrzid of knoaning the enormity of the nesd

Mothmg could be forther from the moth! It muly s “better to give than o
receive’. Think abont it The One who is the “Fesson for the Season™ found His
destiny giving, Himself for the sske of others. When we learn what that really
means, WO ONE will be overlooked at Christmas. Mo one. ..

The Prince of Peace will be found by those who look for Him i the lives of
those in meed!

Blerry Chrismmas!

Jody Griffin iz pastor qf Central Bapiist Church in Spruce Pine and Commmamily
Funded Chaplin at Avery-Mitchell Correctional Institution.
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By Doug Harrell
Afitchal] Coumy

I once heard a man say if you think about bow blessed yvou
are i have what yvou have, rather than what von don’t have, you
will be sarprized at how much you can achieve! Wow, what a
meszape! Changing our focns on things makes all the differ-
ence. The song “{Connt Your Blessings™ moes ke this:

“When opon life’s billows von are tempest-tossed,
When vou are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
And it will surprize you what the Lord has done.
Refrain:

Count vour blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God has done!™

One of the greatest blessings, if von are an Amenican ciizen is just being bom here
ar living here in Americs. [know we aren’t perfect, but T have been blezsed to be shle
fo ravel around this world these is no place on earth ke America! We did not zet fo
choosze where we were bom, we just won the lostery!

Travel to some other placss. 2o owt in the supar cane fields that ars g6l harvested
oy hand with 3 machets hauled in by cxen, and the femilies are boused in Sd bt
Look at the news of people in comommist couniries that are mprisoned or killed
because they are Christians if they are foumd with a Bible, too bad!

Agaim, I may mot be politically comect bere, but I give thanks for our great military,
our law enforcement conumumity, our frst responders and firefighters. [ give thanks
for pastors that preach God’s math, for the opporimity to be able o write these daiby
devotions that I post without being imprisoned as @ spy against the povermment I give
thanks that I can say what I believe and have the freedom to say it. If we are not care-
ful, there are mamy tat would take sway that freedoon It is ot politically comect on
many of our campuses to profess Christian belisfs, to believe that God created us male
ar female thet mamiaes was between 3 mam and a woman, o believe that men should
zo o one hathroorn and wiemen to another. It is not correct fo think that men thet are
biological males (buf =3y they are females) should not be allowed to compete against
WOIER I Sparting events!

When we count our hlessings, one of the things that we nmast not forget is that our
freedoms are not free, someone paid the price fo defend those freedoms. The ques-
tion hers 15, are you willing to stand up, are vou willing to say these things T believe?
We may not all be soldiers, but will we be willing to stand up to Adicule and soom by
lerting our faith be evident to all7 The sonz “Stand wp, Stand up for Jesus™ says if tus
Way.

“Stand wp, stand op for Jesus,
Yo solbdiers of the crozs;
Lift high his royal banner,
I must not suffer loss.
From victory unto victory
His army shall He lead,
Till every foe is vanquished,
And Christ is Lord indeed ™

Today, more than aoy tme in nyy memory, it is critical duac we put on the anuor of
God, that we are willing to raise the sword of Gith.

“Waich ye, stamd fast in the flith, quit you ke men, be stonz. ™ | Cornihians
1613 KTV

“Thengfome, my beloved Bredren, be ye steadfit, unmovable, ahvays abounding in
th work g the Lomd, forarmuch az e beow that your iebor i mot i vaim i the Lopd ™
1 Corinthians 15:58 ETWV

HMow is the tme for Christians to stand up and be connted, to be bold in their faith
o mot cower In fear of rejections o state finnly, m God's word I believe and will not
waver Tovote for leaders that will honor and uphold cur constination and our baws,
that will value the hetitaze of our prear naton o prowdly say, “IN GOD WE TRUST.”

To God be the glony.

Die Harrell iz a iffe-long mesident gf Mitchell Coundy, Owner gf Harrall Hill
Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Bapiizt Church.

Now when Jesns was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
king, Belald, there came wise men from the east to Jernsalem, Matthew 21

ARU share the love evenT

Mew 2020 Subar Oulback

Hew 2020 Subaru Ascent

Get a great vehicle and support a great cause.
With every new Subaru purchased or leased,
Subaru will donate $250 to your choice of
charties*. November 14 through January 2.

PCA  Make &Wish.

i

MEALS @ WHEELS

ﬂ Egrﬁkufgdndatim

Jim Armstrong Subaru

2321 HWY 70 WEST = HICKORY = 828-322-3372
WWW_JIMARMSTRONGSUBARU.COM

~Subaru will donate 5250 for every new Subaru vehicie sold or leased from
Movember 14, 2018, through January 2. 2020, to four national chariies
designated by the purchaser or leEsee. ved Homesown Charflies
may be selecied for donation depending on participation. For every
new Suban vehicle sokd or leased during the campalgn penod, participating
retaliers wil donate 3 minimiem of S50 i total o their registered Homesown
Chanles. Purchasers/iessaes must make thelr charlty designations by Jan-
uary 15, 2020. The Sour nafianal charties will receive a minimum
donation of $250,000 each. See your kacal Subaru retalier for detalls or vist
subany comishare. A donalions made by Suban of America, iInc.

or

The HEARTBEAT of the High Country
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AMI1130 * WECR * NEWLAND

www. bremews. com
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Slivers Of Light
By Pairicia Jarkson
MeDowell County

Recently, before the moming daybreak, I wimessed
an unexpected display of God's majesty and beanty.
Silver colored, thin slivers of light streamed dowmwarnd
from the rising moming sun, 3 sunning remindesr of the
awesomeness of God's ceston.

As the oun climbed slowly over the fres-lined
horizon, the narrow slivers of light srew in nombers,
imtensity and lemsth  For those who are not farmilisr with
the word or meaning of “shver”, it is an mdicator of the presence of something
bigger A sliver of light is a small piece of ight, heralding the new day and the
hope of light in our soul and the world. The light was necessary for making God's
creative works visible and all life possible.

“dnd God said, Lei there be light: and there waz light 44nd God saw the Sght,
that it waz good: and God divided the ekt from the dariness. S4nd God called
the light Dy, and the darfmess he called Night. And the evening and the morming
warg the firs? day. ™' (God’s first words recorded in Genesis 1: 3-5) God's light is
with us always, whether it be night or day.

“T am coma a Light into the world, that whosoever beiteverh on ma should not
abide i darkess. ™ John 12:48. Thar same light that shone brighitly two thousand
vears ago, is the same light that ilhovinated the world at creation. It is a hoby Lght
that penetrates our hearts and bives within each of us 3= believers. JTesus is the
Light of the World. He called His disciples to be the light untoe the world as well.
Tast 2= 3 small lamp can give light to a large room, each of us individually can be
that beacon of light in cur homes, workplaces, church, and commmunities.

Matthew 5:16 tells ns “Lat your ekt zo shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorifl vowur Father which iz in heaven "' Jesus came to
shine the nliimate light the light of salvation in our lives. Those who follow Him
are called children of the light. We should endeavor to walk in the light of holi-
ness, peace, and jov, sharing our faith with others,

In 2 Cormthizns 4:6, Paal nses these words to illustrate God’s re-cresting
work in sin-darkensd heartz. “For God, who commanded the Iight fo shine out gf
darkners, hath thined @ our hearts, fo i the Rght of the browledee qf the glory
af God in the foce gf Jesus Chrizt ™. The darkness of sin is dispellad by the lizht
of the gospel. The phrase “it is always darkest before the dawm™ is not 3 biblical
scripture, but rather a folklore saying. When we are facing disappointmnent, sick-
ness of other problems, it may seem life is dark. Buat the rising Son brongs us hope
and 3 repewing of (God's presence to shine His light in our lives. Bemember, the
darkest night produces the brightest stars. “dnd the light shineth i the darkmess
arid tha darfess comprehanded 1F motr. ™ Jobhm 1:5. Sadly, the world we bive in is
engulfed in spiriual darkness and there are many people who sl do not compre-
hend the light of Christ.

“Ic there some goad I should have done?
Is there some soul I should have won?
Hawe I huart someone thoughtlessly?
Lord, give me light, that I might see”.
{Anthor: Zac Poonen)

Pamricia Jackson iz the dzsistant Teacher for the Ladies Class at Redeermed Free
Wil Baptiss Charch, Glemwood, NC. She iz a grant writer for non-prafiis, a pub-
lizhed author and retired Nursing Home ddmmizirator. She ives in Rutharford
County with her huzband.

Now the bivth gf Jesus Chrise was an this wize: When av iz meother Mary was
exponsed fo Joseph, before they came fogether, she was found with child of the
Holy Ghost. Marlhew 1:18-235

Luke 2:11 - For unto you 15 born this day in the city of
Dawd a Saviour, which 1s Chrst the Lord.

SOUTHWEST
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828-765-8261
279 Oak Ave,

Spruce Pine, NC
salesi@swiradingcompany.cam
wwrw.awirading compamny.com

Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce
A Mountain Christmas Trail of

Lights & Holiday Events
By Patti Jenszen
Mitchall Couniy

The Moumtam Chrisoess Trail of Lights and Holiday
Events will kick off in Mirchell County on Samrday,
Nowvember 30th with events in both Sprce Pine and
Bakersvills.

The Trail of Lights and Holiday Events is a newr
project by the Dfitchell County Chamber of Commerce
in parmership with the Town of Sprmace Pine, Town of Bakersville and business
owners and organizatons throughout the county. “Tt is exciting to see everyone
rally arcund this project and come together 35 a coanty to create a festive celebra-
tion for both our Cconmmmity and visitors who will come 0 see the lights and tske
part in the events,” said Patm Jensen, Director of the Mitchell County Chamber of
Commerce.

The Trail of Lights will go from the Blue Fidge Parkway to Bakersville and
beyond, begin-
ning MNovember
3th and ending ;
on Mew Year's L 9
Eve along with ®
a month of 9
holiday events
and happenings.
“We have visited
every business
from the Parkway
to Bakersville to
share informa-
tion about the Trail and myvite them to participate, “said Jensen “We have asked
all busmesses and bomepwners to call ws at the Chamber to let us know they are
participating so that we can add them to our online map. And it's not foo late to be
added to the map!™ It's important to rementher that 4 businsss or homeowner can
do as lintle or as omich as they like to add lights to their properiy. “The thought is
that we want everyone o join in the fun in aomy way they can™, said Jensen. “This
is A way for everyone to comne fogether as & Ccommunity, a5 3 team, 1o create this
special experience for our county.™

“This project has been something we have been talking sboat for a year,” said
Pati Jensen, Executive Director of the Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce.
“We began dizcussing holiday plans with local crpanizations and leaders amd
fornsed on two things, ™ said Jensen. “There really wasn't much planned in the
county after the first weekend in December and we knew that if we could build
out the month with holidsy events, we conld not only creste a great holiday expe-
rdence for Mitchsll County families bt also create an opporhunity to bring more
people inta Mitchell Coumty to shop with cur local busineszas ™

The trail will go from the Blne Ridge Parkway on Hay 226 to Sprace Pine,
travel down Summit Avemie then through downtown Spruce Pine, back cut Fosn
Puoad to pick up 226 I to Bakersville and then om to Leafer's Glory and Mine
Creek. The Chamber will be providing 2 prize to the light display judzed as the
Best of the Monntain Christmas Trail this year for one business and one resi-
dence! “We have recruited some amazing judges from our local Senior Center
who will be waveling on a Trail of Lights van to view the lishts and suboit their
spores,” said Jensen

In addifion, the comomnity has pat together a full calendar of events for the
holidays and is asking for local crganizations, businesses, snd chuarches who are
hosting a holiday event to send their mformation as seon as possible to the Cham-
ber at pjensen/@nitchellcountychamber org. “We have over 30 holiday events and
happenings on the calendar now and it is packed fall of things for locals and visi-
tors to do as well as encourage people to creste new holiday events this yesr from
Thanksgiving until MNew Years,” said Jensen., The Chamber says it isn't too late to
call or email to zdd holiday and church eveats to the free calendar,

The Eickoff Weekend will bepin on Movember 3{th with Small Bosiness
Samrday in Spruce Pine and Bakersville. Spruce Pine's events will featre special
shopping deals, the Polar Express Storytime, an Uzly Sweater Contest, a drawing
for a Chrisnmas, the lishting of the Christmas Tree and ending with the Spruce
Pme Christmas Parade i § pm. Bakersville will be kicking off their Christmas
“Iesth the Fipan season with a raffle and Small Business Bingo, an ArtWalk, Trea
Lighting and Christmas Concert. Events confinne in both towms every weekend
unfil Chriztmas.

The Chamber is asking the public to follow the Facebook page for A Mountain
Chrismuas Trail of Lights and bezin o kelp spread the word The website for the
Trzil i= www amountainchristmasirailofights com and features events, the trail
map, 8 charch event page and more. For information, to be added to the wrail or
add an event, call the Mitchell Coumty Chamber af 828-T65-90533.

“The Trail of Lights is a way for our community to come together to celebrate
the holiday season and to offer it as a gift to our cifizens and vizitors,” said Jensen
“TWe bope that this is the stam of something special for our county that will con-
mmae to @Zrow for years to come ™

Panti Jemzen iz Trerim Dinector of the Mirchell Cowety Chamber of Commerce.

\ MOUNTAIN CHRISTMAS
TRAIL OF LIGHTS
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"We Lost Everything But We
Did Not Lose our Praise’
By Lizzy Long

It"s been two months since Homicans Dortan pummeled the Bahamas laay-
ing at least 61 dead, hundreds miszsing, and thoussnds of homes damazed or
make a profession of faith smce deploying to the islands. They're offering prayer
and a listening ear to residents like Carmen Jomes, who told chaplains she thought
she was going to dis.

As water poured into Carmen Fones' home in Freeport, Grand Bahama, she
praved for help to come. She and her two grandchildren were caught in the strom-
gest humicane to ever hit the islands. “Fesoue never came,™ Carmen explamed to
Billy Graham chaplains Migwel Cabrera and Gary Cain, sifting on ber front porch
amid the wreckage.

She recounted her 72-hour journey of survival Water was up to her neck when
Carmen insmacted Jabmysh (“Fyah™), 11, and Jahiser, 8, o head to “the man-
hole,” or attic.

“Mone of ns could swim " Carmen said, describing how her prandchildren
clung to het as she paddled down the hallway.

“1 went underwater twice ... almost drowned, bat God blessed Myah, Myah
pushed me back np—I don't know how she did ™

Placing a two-foot ladder below the manhole, they pushed Jzhizer, who was
nearly hypothermic, into the attic. Then Carmmen helped lifi Myah before tryving o
zo up herself. “I made an sttemnpt to go up and fell back in the water—bapoom!™
Carnmen exclaimed. Popping up from the wawes, Carmen headed for the ladder
again while saying to God, “T can’t make this ™

Carmen numed toward the chaplsins snd parted her right kmee “Wfv body was
weak Having had nmitiple strokes, this side awtomatically freezes after being in
the water o long. " After asking God for help, she noticed 3 matress floating in
Tahizer's room She maneuvered it under the manhale while Myah hovered over
the opening. asking her grandmother if she could come doam and belp.

“Wyah never left " Cammen recalled. Her granddanghter kept shouting, “Gram-
mry, I"ve got you!™
But Carmen still wasn't sure she would live. She fell back into the water again
before stepping onto the mattress as a ledze. “Here's the deal,” she told ber grand-
children. “There’s no gearantes Grammy's going to make this. Bat bere’s what
I want both of you to do. If Grammy doesn’t make this journey with yoo, when
the rain, the water goes down, jump out of that manbole, and ron for vour lives.”
“Ma!™” Mysh persisted. “Granuny, yon've got to make .

Carmen lpoked up toward heaven talling God, “If this is the way ['ve gotta go,
then so be it. But if my ]
work 18 not completed,
then You've zot o
show me 3 way out of
this. My body doesn't

Carmen pleaded for God o let her live as she mied to climb o the manhole
again. This ome, she made it Myah reached dowm and grabbed her prandmother,
helping Carmen pull berself up. “I don’t know who the mvisible angals were,™
Carmen told chaplains. “All I know is it had to have been God. I sat down and
said, ‘Thank You, Father.” It wasn't my time.”

She had no idea what lav ahesd, but told her fearfinl grandichildren, “God didn't
bring us this far to leave us, 30 we're gonna be all right ™

In the manhole with only four minizmre bottles of water, no food and no
insulin for Carmen who's diabetic, she held onto ber faith praving and singmg
“We lost everything but we did not lose our praise ™ Carmen sxplamed Her
hegvenly perspective i one chaplames often encourage on deployments.

The family spent thres days in the manhole, monitoring water and eveniually
losmg mack of tme before the lingering storm passed.

“Af the end of [the homicane], I asked God, “Why ™ Carmen said.

She knew the answer as she sat around a pile of robbish. God bronzht to mind
how she fimozht for Fyah's life while still in ber mother s womb. She heard God
say to her, ““You saved Wyah and I allowed het to save yoa™

Az Cammen prayed with chaplains, she recopnized the complete picture of
Gpd's grace in ber life,

Dip yvou have the peace of God in your heart?

ﬂ ﬁ‘ 200 g ,
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Fatriot Pastors: Civil Air Fatrol Chaplains
Serve Community, Church, and Nation

wilen it comes to character and leadership dewelopment in
the lives of young people. Founded one week before Pearl
Harhor was attacked the Civil Air Pairol played a vital role
in the defense of Americs’s homeland during World War
O Inthe 75 years that followsd, the Civil Air Patrol kas transifioned into one of
America’s premier search-and-resone organizations. Ower ninety percent of all
aarial sesrch and rescue operations i the United States are performed by Civil Air
Pairol aircrews. The Civil Adr Pamo] is the officisl swdliary of the United States
Air Force. The greatest simength of the Civil Air Patrol is the cadet program, in
which voung people from 12 to 21 learn character development, lesdership skills,
and aerospace educaton. The Civil Air Patrol has a strong history of tarming boys
and girls info men and women who are prepared to serve as leaders in the military,
society, and the cloarch.

The Civil Air Patrel Chaplsim Corps is the largest volonteer chaplam force on
wide. In this article I°d like to enconrage my collesgues in mimisiry to consider
joming the Civil Air Pamol Chaplain Corps. The oppormnities for ministory and
personal enrichment are remendows, and the nead is great. Even with such a large
chaplain corps, most local Civil Air Parol squadrons function without a chaplam.
There is a squadron near you, waiting for someone to bring your gifts, calling,
and education to their young people and sdults. There are over 2,000 Civil Air
Pairo] members in Morth Carolina, bat only 18 chaplains. There are sqnadrons all
over the state. Westem Morth Carolina squadrons are in Asheville, Shelby, Boone,
Hickory, Gastonia, Stateswille, and Charlotie.

What minisiry opportunities can the Civil Air Patrol provide to a local pastor?
Many! Here are a few that come fo mind:

Develop Relationships with the Community

The Civil Air Parel has 3 community presence in schools, in familisz and in
the emergency services Comumumity. A chaplain in the Cvil Air Patrol may have an
opportmity to develop relatonships with people throughout these compinnitiss.
As an emergency services chaplain, 3 pastor can receive an open door to minister
o people in times of deep crisis.

Networking with Other Clergy
Civil Air Pawrol chaplains come from a diverse range of theological and eccle-
siplogical backeroumds bar are united in their service to God and to their counmy

The hospice you choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:

local staft

two hospice inpatient units

palliafive care in A SSRGS

arief-counseling for any adult

Kids Pathe

{:;_'lllﬂlpji"l il |

...l.r"""b'rJL

\\\4

PlCe
Carolina L Foothills

-‘ = =N
Serving Palk, Henderson-Rutherfard, and McDowell in aNC and

Cherakee, Graenvlle and 5
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throwgh the Civil Afr Patrol. Each Wing (sfate) has an annnal conference, and each
region holds a week-long Region Staff College at least every two years. At these
events and throwsh other informal oppormnities, chaplames meet for education,
edification, and encouragement. As a Civil Air Pairol chaplain, a pastor can meet
and network with dynamic partners in minisity and form lifstime bonds with fel-
low servants of Christ.

Model Volonteer Mimistry

Pastors ask their chorch members to volunteer their time and efforts to the min-
istry of the local church. We ask our people to carve out fme from work, school,
family commimments, and personal interests to serve the Lord throngh the min-
isiries of our local churches. As a chaplain in the Civil Air Patrol, the pastor can
model this conumitment to vohmnteer service. What is more powerfinl tham leader-
ship by example?

Train the Next Generation of Church Leaders

As pastors, we lead the church today and prepare leaders for tomormow. The
Civil Air Patrol is a great incubator for leadership. In our area, many of the cadets
in local il Air Patrel squadrons are Christian young people. These are the next
generation of pastors, deacons, elders, teachers, missionaries, and matre disciples
of Jesus Christ. Today they are enthmsiastc youth eaming nbbons and medals.
Tomprmrow they will take up the torch of leadership in the church. As a chaplaim in
the Civil Air Pamrol, the local pastor can have an active role in developing charac-
tu'mdlﬂd&m‘tnptm:ﬁmyumg[hm:ns and reach the Wext Generation with
the Gospel

Blany cadets in the Crvil Air Parol come from smong Christan families.
Many others are vinchurched and wnreached with the gospel. The chaplain i thedir
Civil Air Patmrol squadron may be the only minister invelved in their lives. Many
familiss nowilling to bring their children to chuoch will bring them o the Civil Air
young people and their families thoough Civil Air Pamol which they might not be
shle to reach in awy other way.

Ferzonal and Professional Development

The Civil Air Patrol has a robust raining program for its adult members. The
Chaplain Corps offers specialized minisiry training in areas that seminary may
have missed. It also provides training in leadership snd organizational skills.
biuch of the maining is online and is free. A chaplain can even take classes online
from the Air Force, incloding Squadron Officer School, Air Commmeand and Staff
College, and Air War College. As a pastor, you need to constanthy grow in minis-
iry and leadership skills. Civil Air Patrol can be 3 zreat resource.

The Civil Arr Patrol is not the military. If yon join as a chaplsin, you can't be
mobilized and sent overseas. It's a volunteer organization, 3 “force multiplier™
for the Air Force. The e comanitment for a chaplzin is nsnally a few hours one
nigiht each week, as availability allows. There are no age or fimess i
There are hiph academic standards, however A chaplain in the Civil Air Pamool
st meet the same requirements as an actve-duty Air Force Chaplain, including
3 seminary master’s degree, ordination, and denomvinational endorsement.

If von think chaplaincy in the Civil Air Pamrel might be an sutlet for your
ministry calling, gifts, and preparation, please send me an email As our Morth
Caroling Wing Chaplaim I'm glad to answer guestions and provide more informa-
tion. Please email me at steve mathews @ncwgCap.org.

Think your pastor might be interested in voluntest chaplzincy in the Civil Air
Pairol? Showr him or her this artcle!

Steve Mathews serves as pastor gf Untted Bapiizt Church in Faldee, and az Wing
Chaplain for the North Caroling Wing af the Civil Air Pammol. He may be reached
af sieve. marhews @R WECaD. o E.
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Hearts on a Mission - NCBAM Call Center
By Melania Besson

When I accepied a part-time position with the Morth Caro-
linz Baptist Aging Mimisoy (MCBAW) in 2011, I was doing
volunteer work in my charch and comonmity. T feli bed to shift
oy mission foons o working with aging adults throweh my !
positton at WCBAM. T did not know just how nooch my beant = -
wioubd shift and moy kowe for meeting the needs of aging adults would grow. I have
since ransitoned to full-dme Call Center Diirecior for BICBAR. The outreach of
the Call Center has become an integral part of my personal mission direction.

This mission-minded focus is prevalent among all Call Center staff WCBAM
receives calls from vulnerable aging adults scross te state who ars often facing
overwhelmimg ohstacles, Whether the need is 5= comipley 25 8 wheslchair ranp or
as simple as an occasional foendby visitor, Call Center Specialists showr the love of
Christ through actively listening to each caller and responding with care and com-
passion. We recently received a thank-von note from a client that read, “HCBAM
was 3 Heszing. They could not have been more belpful They were loving, kind
and inchided me and my famity with tee process. We would love to say, THANK

your TR TEYET

To mest the vaned needs of aping sdulis the |
Call Center relies on churches and chrch vol-
comnect them to agine adults in need. Call Cen-
ter Specialists work dilizentdy to build relation-
ships with vohmtesrs across the stae. Vohm-
teer Larry Brush, with Fudson Baptist Clurch, The Call Center appreciates
spoke of the collaboration of Call Center staff volunteers whe have helped NC'E
and chuoch wohantesrs when he stated, ““You aging adults the past ten years.
(Call Center Specialists) get to do more than we {l-r} Cail Canter Specialists
even do. You do for all these people and never ooy Sharon Chastain, Renee
get to se2 the end resalt. We gettobe there avd g iin: Dirocror Melamie Beason,
seg their smilme faces. I want you to koow thet €55 Trina Fegy, Shirley Carison,
volunteers are thankful for all you do.” and North Central Regional Di-

If you are 65+ and need help maintaining — ppcpop Samanrha diired. (Shirigy
vour independence at hoone or if yon can assist Eﬂhﬂnmuﬁﬂ!ﬂﬂp@ﬁm
an aging adult in your conmounity, phone the Mizsion in Coaztal NC following
Call Center at 877-508-2226. You will speak Hurricane Dorian.)
with a Christ-loving, compassionsts Call Cenfer
Specialist and experience frsthand the mission-minded minisiry of HCBAM!

Melmue Beeson serves as Call Canter Divector for NCBAM. Reach Malamie ar
mbeezormbohfimrifiorg

Humor
By Bnddy Freemam
Madizon Connty

“LAUGHTER IS HEAITHY FOR YOL™

A school teacher asked her class to write an arficle on the
subject of baseball. “You have 30 minwtes to complete it,™
she mld the class. Sara kanded in her paper sfier writing for
less than a mimnte. The teacher asked, “You can’t be finished already™ “Yas, I
am,” said Sara. The teacher looked at her paper and read, “Game called off on
accoumt of rain.”

A wise man z3id, “There are two times in 8 man’s life that he cannot understand
women — before mamage and after marriage ™

A teacher told her class, “You have my assurance that if you repeat a word eight
or ten times, it will be yours for life. ™ In the back row, an attractive youmg zirl
sighed and closed her eves, whispering sofily to berself, “Tom, Tom, Tom.™

A Sunday School teacher asked, “MWow, Harold, what can you tell me abont
Goliath™ Harpld said “He was the man, David rocked to sleep ™

Dir Buddy Freeman I now Serving a5 the pasior ar First Baptist Church of
Marshall, NC. Recently Ratired
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Gardner Webb

Toilet Paper and the Second Coming

By Tracey Jessup

Az to the coming g our Lord Jesus Christ and our baing
gathered togerhar to him, we beg you, brothers and sisfers,
nof to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit
or by word or By letter, as though flom us, fo the gffect that
the day af the Lord s already here.™ I Thessalonians 2:1-2

On December 19, 1973, Tonight Show host Tohrmmy
Carsom started a pear month-long toilet paper shortage in the
United States. Dhoring his monolozue he stated, “YVou know what's dissppesaring
from the supermarket shelves? Toilet paper.. There's an acate shortage of toilet
paper in the United States.”

Apcmally, Johnny Carson simply was the spark that ignited the panic and math-
fully, 1973 was a year marked by chortages. Gasoline, electricity, and ontpns
were mopds and services heavily reported to be in limited supply. But the toilet
paper shortage all started with an unsabstantiated momor. Zachary Crockett de-
scribes it in this Tuly 9, 2014 post for priceonomics. com:

“In Wovember of 1973, several news agencies reported a tissue shortage in
Japan Imitially, the release went imnotced and nobody seemed to put mach
stock In it —- save for one Harold V. Froelich. Froelich, a 41-year-old Bepuabli-
can congressman, presided over a heavily-forested district in Wisconsin and kad
recently been receiving complaints from constiments about a reduced stream of
pulp paper.” Cm MNovember 16, Froelich released a press statement indicating The
Government Prinding Oiffice was facing a serious shortage of paper The state-
ment received little fanfare.

“However,” Crockett contimies, “a few weeks later, Froelich uncovered a doc-
ument that indicared the sovernment’s Mationsl Buying Center had fallen far shore
of sequring bids to provide toilet paper for its ooops and boreawcrats. On Decem-
bar 11, he ismaed another, mors serions press release: “The TS, may face a serions
shortage of toilet paper within a few months.. we hope we doa't bave to ration
todlet tissue . a toilet paper shortage is no laughing matter. Tt is a problem that will
potentizlly touch every American. ™ Carson saw it in the papers, incloded it in his
monologue, and panic ensued.

In today's passage, the Apostle Paul addresses an nnsubstantated romor that
had greatly alarmed the Thessalonian believers. The numor was that the day of the
Lord had already come, and evidendy, this nmoer was spreading rampantly “y
spirit.” “bry word,” and “by lenter™ Both then and now, ruomors that specnlate snd
cause fear about the retorn of the Lord need to be addressed. Paul imparts two
impeortant traths to inspire confidence and hope in the charch. He assures them
that Fesns iz comimg again smd that part of the purpose of his coming is the gather-
ing of balisvers mogether with Christ

EBaul conchades chapter two with this benediction: “Now may owr Lord Jasus
Christ himzelf and God ouwr Father, who loved us and throrgh grace g us
gternal comfort and good hope, comfort your Rearts and strengthen them in avery
Eood work and woerd ™’ (v 16-17T We mnst let go of the mmors and hold fast o
the comfort, hope, and sirength of the tmuth of the gospel.

Prayer: Lord, instead of falling for numers and becoming alarmed, help us to
stand firrm in Christ Jesus,

Dir. Tracy Jessup serves as vice presidant for Chrizfian Life and Service and
senior minister fo the Lniversity. He iz a graduate of Gandrer- Fabd with a B4
in Muzic and earned Riz M. Dy, degree af Sampford Universitys Beeson Divinity
School. He completed his PhD. at the Unnversity qf Nebraska-Lincoln. He alzo
feaches in the undereradiate department gf relipious studies and axfoys the op-
portumity to rerva the local church through imferim partorates, pulptt supply, and
rreaching mevival zervices. He and his wife, Toresa, kave two children, Chrizfian
vl A,
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The Rest of the Story

Clint had many stremzths; & vivid imagination was certainly one of them. He
often szid that Harmell Hill was his haven of safety and solimde. Clint had had
his share of hard thoes, some of his own makings, as we all do. His worldly
experiences were amazing. He had traveled the world over in bis very success-
ful corporate life, and yet he was a little child in so maoy ways. He tended to see
things with both fear and joy to the degree that escapes mvest of us, and that is oar
loss. Oh, for the sbility to exhibit the enfimsiasm for life that Clint was able to do
in life, and in desath.

Fammer Dioug

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm
Dear Friends,

Mamy of you have written or called abowt Clint's
Chronicles on the Funny Farm. It seems that you take great
pleasure in nry meny fodbles and near —misses with danmer,
Also, some of you question my veracity — that would be
TRUTH telling — regarding these tales. A couple of things
vou should knowr: clearly the Lord is protecong me from
nryself and the myriad monsters and events that saek to
sonff me out, and these storjes are absohitely true (not o
say [ don't exagzerate 3 teeny finy bit g ) Mow get a load of this.

Coyotes in the Corridor!

Since moving o Hamell Hill farm back in March nry insommia has all but
disappeared. At first, I considered it 3 miracke but T think it kas more to do with
anizing at 400 am_ working like a pack mule in the momid sun, porging myself on
Barbara’s marvelous home cooking. fighting off all manner of vermun and dodz-
g life-threatening equipreent &t every turn. Whatever the cansze(s), one night in
Angust I was snoozing peacefinlly at the Hamrell’s fapmbouse 3 cool moumtam
breeze wafting through my open windows.

Dioug told me 2 few days prior that packs of coyotes — [ think be szid packs. ..
hoommm ar did e say platoons, or pods, or wads. . _just oot sure. Anyway, I was
awakened by howling, snarling, moaning meonsters I knew could only be the coy-

With my newfoumd farmer courage and a strong desire to protect Dong and
Barbara, 1 bolted npright in my comfy bed, sprung info ooy city slicker flip flops
and zalloped dowm the stairs fo investizate the mckus.

I never experienced tme darkpess before Harrell Hill. T guess the fact that there
isn'ta city light, an interstate light pole; not even a stoplight in the holler makes
nighttime real. In amy event you get the picture_. it was DARE outside. I stood on
the porch listenimg as the howling critters moved closer and closer to me (By the
way, ] was on the back porch becanse Barbara had seen 3 goumdhog — and you
remember what they do to me — on the front porch days earlier I wasn’t tempting
fare by imading kis lair}

So, it"s about 2.0 am and I can literally hear the coyote paws sirking dew-
coverad grass nearby. Well, it seemed the right thing fo do to GET OUT OF
THERE now. I quickly sanntered okay I stumbled and dashed, into the back door
o escape what conld be a catasimophic event.

The inside of the Hamell farmbonse is dark like an undersround coal ming, 5o
my hands are “feeling’ for the walls as I struggle to again fnd the stircase and
refreat to muy warm bed. I was thankfil o have escaped vet another vicious wild
smimal attack_..at least so I thousht

It sesms that sometime during the early evening honse long after farmer Clint
had paszed out in my bed, the Hamell’s son, two granddaughters and their itsy-
bitzy teacnp Yorkie dop named Erinple had come for a visit.

I finally came npon the stairs and began the steep climb to safety, all the while
contemplating the sheer temmor of what might have happened to me had the savage
coyotes managed to corner me on the porch.

Snddenly, out of the pitch Mack of night, an animal screamed, it umped on
o1y bare leg and zrowled like a grizzly bear. .. the nightmare was tue. I screamed
— novt sure how my fiends slept through the cries for kelp — and mearly plongzed
backward down the staircase. I sensed the soft fir and a very wet tongwe attack-
ing my legs. I kmew it was only momenis before the cresture wionld take its first
chumk of farmer Clint flech.

I regainsd my halance dropped to my hands and knees, and duck-walked
quickly up the mouovtsin staircase  armiving at the landing and frantically sesrch-
g for the light switch I knew this was the end; the camivores would soon drag
oy lifeless carcass into the woods. But at least T would confront my atackers and
put up a fight

The blinding light shattered the pitch-black night, stariling me and the beast.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear. .. but the itsy-bitsy Yorkie
named Erngle, so glad to see me @ . I first thought &t was a mirage, possibly an
ont-of-body, near-death experience. 5o, this is what a coyote looks Like? IMot what
I expacted g .

My hesrt nearly siopped. . nyv breathing was labored. . .my nerves completely
frayed_..is there no safe place at Harrell Hill Fanns? Can a fanmer not feel secure
in his own farmhonse? (Well 1t's not actually my farmhonse ot yon know what I
MIeEn )

I slonched in the comer; unsore of the vision before me.  what was it. where
did it come from, why was it now siting in my lap licking my face at 2:30 am?
Where were the coyotes, they nmst be close behind?

That's when I remembered
Dioug telling me that his son,
Greg, and granddaughters
were coming for a short visit
and would ammve ar 900 pm
or so. “That’s it,” I said slond.
“This vicions teacup Yorkie
st belong to Greg ™

I rabbed Eringle’s belly,
rustled his fur 3 bit, shooed
him down the STEEP stair-
case and slinked back imbo my
badroom.

The bezsts contimed to
howl outside, nearer than
ever now, but T didn’t care. T
was tired.. Iwas safe . I was
bhappy...Iwas home. T had
chested death onre agaim. a
new adventire on the Fanmy
Farm.

5Soll lumbled in thess hills,

Fammer Clint

~

Tim Bernard
41T Carbon City Rd.

Morgamton, NC
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We want te thank all our customers and wish

yvou Merry Christmas and Happy and Blessed
New Year!
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What is Perfection
By Christy Youngz
Mitchell County

What is perfection? The dictonary defines perfection as 3
condition of quality or being free of flaws or defects. Per-
fection is something that I have always sirived for. [have
always prided noyself oo doing well and pleasing others. But,

I will admit often it weighs me down and I feel empty. Siriving to please others
and finding vour self-worth in this world leads only to self-condemnation. It finds
ropt within vour heart and weighs vou down from the moportance of what God's
will and parpose is for your life. Fomans 8.1 says, “There is thergfre now no
condemmation fo them which are m Christ Jesws, who wall not giter the flesh, but
gfter the Spirit. ' T have bepun to realize that perfection is only in the eyes of my
Savior. When He chose to creste me, He created me perfectly m His imaze He
lowes me in spite of oy fadhures. Althouagh I fail every day, I zm embraced in Hig
love and grace. My idendity is in the finished work of Christ, not by my accom-
plishments.

T find peace and self-worth, we pinst embrace what Jesus has done, repemnt
with 3 pure heart, and follow the path that Christ has sef before us. Let us rest in
the work that Christ did oo the cross! I find peace i knowing that [ can come to
the throne of grace, o longer baving to bear the weight of my failures. His zrace
did the work for me and you. God sees you as a masterpiece, His perfect work.
He creared each of us to fulfill a purpose. What direction will vou follow? Wil
vou judze yourself on the standards of this world or that of God?

I challengs you to find your success in your Creator, not the eyes of the world.
Strive to matare in your walk with Christ and find your worth In eyves of Jesus.
Imagine a5 He suffered and died for you and me, we were on His mind. WOW!
Drespite our failures, He lowed us 50 much that He took our sins upon Himself
Aswe approach this Christmas seasom, let ns remember what the greatest gifi
ever given was. . JESUS, OUR LORD, and OUR SAVIOF. Find peace through
the grace and faithfulness of Christ Fesns. Dion’t allow the adversary to conform
you o beliewe that you are worthless and mperfect Always remember that your
worth was bought on a cross af Calvary by a God that is faithfinl, ooe, and loves
you beyond measure.

Chriziy Toumg is the blessed wife gf Chris Toung and proud mother of Hunter

and Holden. She i a ijfe-long resident off Mitchell Coundy, bookbeeper at Toume,
Miller & Gillespie. P4, and a membar of Bear Croek Baprist Chumch.

Amnd the Word was made flesk, and dwelt among us, and we bekeld hiz glory, the

glory as af" the only begoden of the Father, full af grace and outh. Johm 114

%"ﬂu—n—

www. brcnews.com

“Christmas Times A’ Comin”
Ey Brce Cannon
Mitchell County

Tt ahmost seems impossible that this should be the Decentber edi- [ m
tion of the Bloe Fidge Christian Mews, that Thankcriving has past ; ‘:.
aned we are soon celebrating mu Savior's birth. Yes, the cold winds
ame blowing, some sow has already fllen so "Chrisimas Times A" &1
Comin * L

I lowre Christmas! For the most par, people have 3 giving spint
which as we know, began in the beart of God when He gave His Soa to be the Savior of
the world

Az we prepare for this celebration, and as we celebrate Jesus' birth. letus not let Him
et bost in the fmstle and buste of Chrisimas. There are presents to be bought trees and
howses to be decorated, and parties to atfend bt bet's keep the main thing the mam thing,

Ome of noy favorite verses i John 3:16, " For God 5o loved the world that He
gave. " What did God zive?

A The perfect gift Tt's 8 gift evervone nesds, it's the ot size and chape. and one
ihiat we can all take great pleasure in receiving.

B. A gift dest will kst forever! Ti's nof one that bresks when it is nsed bat is etemal
more it is nsed

C. Agift theat does not cost s recipient amything, nor does it cost anyone o give te
Eift o others. The Cne who made it pessible paid the whole price so this gift canbe
fresly received by all.

What &5 this gifi? Ii's Jesus. I's salvation It's forgivensss. It's help, bope, emconrage-
ment, love, grace. mercy, peace. satisfaction and follness of life. And #'s so mnch more!

Faith Hill's somp, " A Bakby Changes Everythins. " expresses iy sentiments perfacty!
This babry chemoed everythine. Mo lonzer does mankind heve to die lostin sin. Mo lon-
ger does he or she have to face the challenpes of this world by himes]f or herself. This
Babry {Tesus) chanzpd all of that!

His death and reswmection, 25 we sl know, makes it possible to go to Heaven at our
death AN makes it possible to have Heaven come down fo 1= while we live. For as
can henve His obwious presence, His power, His guidance and so pnach more bere. And
it's all becanse of a baly bom at Christoias 2000 years ago.

Enjoy Christmas. Know that yvou are loved beyvond all measare by a God who cared
emough to send His very best to yow

Memry Chriztmas from our home snd hearts to von! Brsce and Wendy Carmon

Rev Bruce Cannon crurrantly zerves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creck Baptist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly ke served az Director of Mizsions for the Bladen
Baprizt Azzociagfion and kas served on the General Board of the Baprist State
Comveniton gf North Caroling.

WPCC offers a variety of hands-on classes

for personal growth and enjoyment:

« Woodworking - Guitar - Trips
« Pottery - Painting « Crafts

» American 5ign Language
...and many, many more!

Visit wpcc.edu/personal-enrichment
or call 828.448.6715
for details and class listings.
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The Light Still Shines

By Caron Clins
Burke Coumty

Between 5 and 6 BC, a young peasant girl from INaza-
reth received an unexpected visitor with a startling mes-
sage that wonld forever chanpe not only her life, but the
liwes of all mankind Mary led an ordinary life, but she was
no ordimary girl. She was a chosen wessel set apart befora
the dawn of time for an onfathomable assipument.

“reetings, O fovored one, the Lord i with you! But
zhe war greatly troubled ar the saying and fried fo dizcern what zort of greeting
thiz might be. And the angel said fo her, Do not be giraid, Mary, for you kma
Jound frver with God. And behald, you will conceive i your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call Hix namee Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Som gf the Mozt High™.

With heart and mind racing, Mary menaged to find the breath to ask, ‘How will
this be. since Iam a virgim™ And the anpel snswered ber, “The Holy Spirif will
come upon you and the power gf the Most High will overshadow you. thergfore,
the child to be borm will ba called holy-the Son of God ™.

As this annonncerment seitled npon ber, frith arpse within her as she anowered
Gabriel "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let if be to me according o your
wiord. ' The angel departed and the waiting hegan,

i innuendos, and mismderstandings had become the nomm for Mary.
In the begimming, she wondered how Joseph could ever balisve what had kap-
pened 1o her. Would be break their betrotkal by diverce? Wonld he poblicly bumdl-
iate her? Mo, the angel confirmed Mary’s explanation and Foseph took ber as his
wife. Mow he, also, shared the burden of jedgmental stares and cynical glances.
In addition to these difficultes, “a decree want ot from Coesar dugusis that
aii the world showld be registered. Thiz was the first resisiration when Quirinis
waz governar gf St And all went fo be registered, each ro kis ovwn town, And
Josaph alzo went up from Gailles, from the tovwn of Nazareth to Judea, fo the city
af Davd, which is called Bathlehem, because he war gf the houze and Imeage
af Dmad. And while they ware there, the fime came for hor fo ghee birth. And sha
Emve birth fo ker firsthorn son and wrapped Him i swaddiimg clother and lafd
Him in a manger becauss there was no place for them in the ian ™.

Every prophecy that Mary had ever heard concemning the corming Messiah kad
been fulfilled on this night in 3 dirty stable in the Lile towmn of Bathlehem Often,
they had wondered together if this baby would appear significantdy different than
other newboms. But, no, He seemed so ordmary; and, so far, their reality fell far
short of their expectations. Jast the tano of them in a damp and dark cave filled
with animals, waiting for the light of dawn. Yet “in the same region, there wera
shepherds out in the feld, keeping watch over their fock by night. And am angel
af thae Lord appeared o them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they ware filled with greal fear 4And the angel smid fo them, Fear not, for bahoid,
1 bring vou good news af grear jay that will be for all the people. For unto you iz
Borm thiz day m the city gf David a Smior wito iz Christ the Lowd _And this will
I a sign for veu: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and [ying
in @ manger”. And suddeniy thare was with the angel g multtude of the heavenly
hast praizing God and saying, "Glory to God in the kighezi, and on earth pesce
among those with whom He is pleased!” When the angals went away from them
inte hamven, the shepherds zaid fo one another. Let ws go over fo Beiflahem and
sag this thing that kas happened, which the Lord has made Erown fo ws. dnd they
wamd with haste and found AMary and Joseph, and the baly [ing in a manger ™.

Mary and Joseph were astounded to leam that shepherds were the first to
hear of the Savior's birth yet elated to realize that God was orchestrating every
circumstance in spite of evidence to the contrary. Angels had appeared fo them
the night sky and spmoumced the birth, they said. The confimmation of God's plan
for thess new parents, both thrilled and numbled them answ. After seeing the baby
Jesus, the shepherds “made Enown the saying that had bean fold them concarming
thiz child. And all who heand it wondered ot what the shepherds fold them. Buf
Magry treazured up all these things, pondaring them in har haart. And the shap-
herds renurned. glov{fying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them ™.

This good news of zreat joy is for all the people. Isaiah had prophesied nm-
dreds of years earlier, “Ihe people who walked in darknezs hana seen @ grear
light: those who dwalt in the land of deep darkness, on them has Hght shone. Tou
hve muitiplied the naton,; Tou have increased itz jov; they reioice before Ton as
with joy at the harneest, az thay are glad when they divide the sporl. . For fo us a
child is born, fo ur a zan i given, and the goverrment shall be upon His thowi-
der. and Hiz name shaill be called Wonderft! Counselor, Mighty God, Everiasting
Fathar, Prince gf Peace. Of the imcrease gf His povernment and peace there will
Ie mo end... ~ Jov is defined by Webster as “the prospect of possessing what one
desires’. Jesus came to bring joy, that those who belisve in Him might have the
prospect of possessing a life of purpose and sbundance. He came to bring light
that those who believe in Him would ne longer dwell in the kingdom of darkness
bt instesd would shine as His lizhes in a dark and bopeless world.

Light always overcomes darkmess. Isaiah prophesied for God by saving “It iz
fog light @ thing that You should be My servant fo raise up the friber gf Jacob and
fo bring back the preserved of Irrael; Twill make Tou az a Hght for the nations,
that My salvation may reach to the end gf the earth ™. The Messish wonld be for
all the people. "For God whe raid, Let Iizht shine ont of darkeess ’, has showa
in our heariz fo give the light gf the nowiedee gf the glory of God in the face
af Jesur Chrizt™. We are now the carriers of His glory; possessors of treasure in
earthen vessals. The darker our surmoumdings, the more obvious our light, because
Jesus, the bhope of glory, lives in us. He desires that His salvation reaches to the
ends of the earth throngh ordinary people like you and me. Duming this Christmas
season, watch for opportunities to shime the light of Jesns® love among those who

hawe previoushy had no room in their hearts for Him Proclaim the good news of
ereat jov that is for all the people.

Ceawon Cling iz a fblfower gf Jasws Christ whe loves fo feach the word of God. Har
dezire is fo see avery believer erowing in the grace and bnowledze gf the Lowd

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Lirtle Our Of The Way, But ALOT Less o Pav”

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

200lb cattle block

on sale for $49.95 each or

§47.95 each per pallet of 8

’ _ Ph: (B28) 688-2369
RedMax Fax: (828) 688-5479
Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58@ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 25740 griffith2 3@ frontier.com

Ie are of God, hitle cinldren, and have evercome them:
because grearer 1s e that 15 1 you, than he that 15 i the
world. 1 Jehn 4:4

HVAC

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

WHY ENROLL IN OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM?
* PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS AND BREAKDOWNS

+CORRECTION OF DEVELOPING PROBLEMS
w LONGER ECARPMENT LIFESPAN
w SAVE 10 Ol REPAIR PARTS
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wHEDLUCE EMERGCY LISE
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Christmas Memories
By Chris Rathbone
Mitchall Couny

Many of you have followed my articles overthe past ||
few vears. Memories and stories from the past ae some-
thing I really emjoy sharing. Mo doabt that ooy family
had somme rough tmes over those years srowing wp, bt
if we aren't carefill, we allow the rough times o over-
shadow the wonderfill mempries that God allows os to
it makes me feel a litths sad deongh becanse I realize
that thers i no way to go back to those tmes. However,
those memories gmemmmrruﬂmsmg:mﬁndﬂnnksﬁ:aﬂmmgts o makea
them. So, in this month's article, T be sharne some random Christmas memones of
oy childbood

The Estatoe Church of God was the church m which I grew up. Every year, of
course, our Church famity would have a Christmas program. As a child, many of ns
were "volunteered” to play a part in those programs. There was always a combination
of being scared about being wp in front of everyone and at the same time excited to
be a pam of the plays. Ofien the par: weren't even speaking parts, bui we stll got ner-
vous The simplicity and besuty of those programs will forever be etched in nyy mind
The powrer of the story of God lowing us mo moch that He came in the flesh m His
Son Jesns was something that, 25 2 boy, T didn't completely understand Howrever, T
never doubted the truth of it Even now, I sl feal the power of God's lowe in my hesrr
&z o1y chorch does plays, programs, mnsic, etc, &5 we choose o celebrate Christ's
birth Every vear as everyone was leaving the Christmss programs there at the Estatoe
Church of God, we received a giftbag It was a small brown paper bag filled with an
spple, orange banana candy cane, and a candy bar As a child I was so excited to gat
that bag of gondies” 5o many wonderfol times shared with wonderful people that T
will never forget

Then, of course, there were family patherings. On dwe Atkin's side of the family, noy
grandrodier “Mammie” had 22 srandchildren and no telling how many greas-grand-
childrem. Even if everyone couldn't come to the famdly Christmias gatherings there
was always a buge crownd. Organized chaps is what it seemed like most of the tme.
Everyone lmughing, talking londly, esting, et If the westher permirted all the chil-
dren were patside monning around and playing. We didn't even try to buay each other
gifts because we were such a large family. So just being together was zift enouzh.
Mfammmie wsually received the gifis. Ususlly new aprons, bedroom shippers, zowns,
and sormetimes new dresses she could wear to cnarch. I don't know bow she did &, bat
she was always sble to zive all the children a few dollars for Christmss. Back thena
couple of tacks was a big deal o a bay!

There was also a zatherng on the Fathbone side of the family. Every year we would

Wishing you and your Family a Very Memy Chrisimas
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gather gt Paw and MMaw's house. Orer the years they moved severs] times. The earlisst
I remernber was the 01 Wikson place on Cattail Creek m Yameey County. Then duey
moved down to the what we called The Depot House near "downtoamn” Pensacola.
The ==t house they lived in was in Bumsville city limis above the Bec. Park. It didet
really matter where, the point was that every vear we gathered as a family. In those
days the bolidays were a wonderful opporiumity to basically have a family revmdon®
And bay did we ever! Talk abowt some rmeals! Those occasions were special fior sure
because we certamly didn't eat like that too ofien arpund the Fathbone househald As
a boy, the Bloeberry Yam Yum was a highlizht for me. RMost of the tine I wonld go
shead and zet me 3 biz ole’ bow] full with my mesl jost to be sure it 2ll dide't zet gone
(if you know what T mean)). Many of my farmily members that were present then have
gone on It makes me mics therm and the times we had but af te same time T'ni thamk-
ful to have thern in niy heart

some of the gifts! First is the "Brown toboggan expenence” a5 my boys like to call it
Dierpton Elemnentary was the school I attended in the 1st grade. Mrs. Basters was ooy
teacher and was one of my favorites. She was such a sweet lady, fimn with making us
nuind, bt swveet and lowing i the process. Somebow, I remember these things as if
they happened yesterday. We drew names that year for Christmas as a class. The day
of our class party came with food and fian. The time came for us to exchange our gifis.
Most were just small simple gifts such as a Matchbox or Hot Wheels car for the boys
amd small diolls for the girls. birs. biasters did it slphabetically. As I waiched those
dously: I saw the cars, the sy men the toy gums, etc. and was on pins and needles
waiting fior my name to be called Dy nemne was called. T booried to e front, 2ot moy
present and raced oy ssat. T guickly tore the wrapping paper off and opened the
box_ All the while thinking "What will it be? A car, an sction fimmre. 8 gon, 3 kmife?"
My mind was racing with excitemnent. "When [ open the box, my heart dropped!
There it was in all its glory: A brown fobogzan. Mow [ know that was probabdy all oy
Clessmate’s family could afford, but as 2 boy in the 15t grade, that's not what vou tink
sbont. Mrs. Masters tmhed to smooth it over by sayving, "Fust think, yow'll be warm this
afternoon when you 2o outside to play.™ I didn't want to be wanmm; I wanted a toy! It
was everything I conld do to hold back the tears as I looked at that brown tobogzan.
It"s silly morar but was certainly a biz deal for a 1st grader!

Growing up, Dad and Wom may not have been able to zive us a lot for Chostmas,
bt they always made sure we had something to open come Christmas moming. Every
vear was the same We didn't ury a Christmas tree. A neishbaor sllowed us to sesrch on
his property and cut oae, ususlly a small white pine that was more akin 1o a Char-
Lie Browm tree. But by the time we put our decorations on i, we were happy. Back
in those days the smingy iicles were popular. Even if the tres wasa't much, by the
tme we got all those icicles on it most every hole was covered. We loved the lights,
especially the ones that twinkled. We would Lie on our backs umder the tree look-
ing up throngh the branches wanchme the lights blink for the longest time. In those
days it seemed like Christmas Diay took forever to come, bt now it's here and gone
s quickly. We could hardly sleep on Chrisinas Eve and would always beg o open
a gift. Sormetimes they let us and sometmes not. Of course, we were up &t 5 am on
Chrisimas morming beggms Diad and hdom to get up =0 we could open our gifis. Such
expcitement and joy that we as children had because of God's blessings on our family.

Dion't misunderstand when I write shout these memories. Char family had our stag-
gles, heartarhes, and hard times. That's just part of iving in this world. We can choose
o albow those struzgles to rolr us of the zood we experienced, or we can choose to be
eratefnl for those wonderiul memories God allowed ns to make. Times sure are differ-
ent now. All us kids grew up, have families and lives of our owo. Mot too often do we
Eet to see each other nowadays. Bt af the same time, we are making memories with
our kids and grandkids. The point &= this, be thenkfnl tis Christmas for the memoTies
of the past. Make it 3 priorty to ntentionally make time fior your fanaly so that your
kids and prandkids, Lord willing, will have memonies to share. Most importanity,
make sure that everyooe in vour family hears about Jesus who made these fmnes pos-
Celebrate God's love for us all and cherish the memaries He gives us with family and
friends.

T hops everyone has 3 wonderfial Christmss and blessed Bew Vear. Whether yon
choose o celebrate or not, I pray God's blessings on yon and your family. Let ns never
forzet thar it's all shout Tasns!

Preacher Chris Rathbone serves as Pazior at Mine Creek Baphizt Church

EXPERIENCED HIKE LEADERS WANTED for “The
Grandfather Challenge” program for at-risk, struggling
kids. Please see Tinyurl.com/ThelasonProject2019 for
more information, and send inquiries to
{ames@jamesnipper.com .
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Discover Your Ministry
By Alan Griffin

1 amended church most of my Life
bat like so mamy others that sat in a pew,
listened fo the sermuon, and went home,
seemingly mnchanged. Sadly, my Life-
style did not reflect oy beliefs. T lived
for myself and only nrvself. Meedless to
say, living for mrvself led to unhappiness,
Mo matter how hard I ried nothing ever
sepmed to work out My bosiness, financial, and personal relationships were in
ruins. I finally reached the peint T conbdn®t take it amymore. Formnately, T had the
smswer ingide of me. and oo November Sth 1907, T surendered nry lifs oy will,
nry emofions, and my possessions to Jesus Christ Mot once have I ever looked
back. “Ads we have thergfore appertimaly, let us do good unie all people. especiaily
unto them who are gf the household of faith.” Galatians §:10

The change Christ made in me was nothing short of 2 ouracke. [ went from a
self-indulzing mndividual o 3 servant of Jesus Christ and a son of God. Today I
spend my time thinking of others and how I can lead them to @ closer relation-
ship with God. This is one of the secrets of Christanity. The more vou think of,
and care for others, the more God thinks of and cares for yow. One of the sreatest
revelstions I know to mankind is the more yon give the more God gives to yow. T
=m in 3 contest with God. I ry fo out give Him It is a contest I can never win. In
the past 20 years He has blessed me beyvond oy belief. He has been there for me
every step of the way, and I ot tell you, it is 8 wonderfiul feeling. T am never
alome. He is always there beside me wherever | am and whatever I am doing.
Dhoing times of struggle when [ can’t bear the burden, He camies me bearing the
burden for me.

O numistry started when [ was walking to church one day, 3 young nine-year-
old boy named Billy Ray asked me where I was going I said “To charch, do yon
want to go?” We sat up in the balcony af chnarch. The pext week, he brought a
friend. The next week, his friend brought a friend, and so on and so oo In thne we
bought an E-passenger van that we would £l with so many kids, it's a wonder we
didn't get in trouble. T will always remember Farnar sitfing in betyeen the seats
becaise he was the smallest We moved on to a 15-passenger van with the same
results. When people ask me how many kids came to church thar day nry answer
is usually, “T don't kpow™ becanse thers are more kids than seat belts. We drove
vans for eighteen vears and took himdreds of kids to church. A few years later we
added a chabhouse where we meet before and after church for fun and Bible stmdy.
We feed the kids breakfast and lunch on Sounday, then take them bome. The point
o all of this is if you let God work inside of vou the results are amazing “And we
Enow that all things work fogether for poad fo those wio love God, e those who
are the called according fo His purpose. ” Fomans 5:28

The next step is a comprebensive Bible study program. The Hible is the mind
of God or at least a little splinter of it This splinter, the Bible, is a hfedme of
stndy. You can read it repeatedly lesming maore the last time than you did the first.
It is kind of like pesling an omion. Every time you peel another layer, vou leam
spmething else. I have been studying it most of my life and am amazed when I
read and discover something I had not noticed before. To get staried we pray to
our beavenly Father to open our spiritual ears and eyes. Let's ask Him to reveal fo
1= the meszaze He has forns that day. Thers are numerons study goides that will
halp ns further undarstand the Bible Some of ooy favorites are Billy Graham, T
emon MoGee, Oliver Gresn, B A Tomme, Charles Spurgeon, H. A. Ironside, and,
finally, Drwight L. Moody. The Word of God is a lamp umto our feet and a Light
unto our path. Throngh daily Bible stady and prayer God will show us the way.
“Ye are the sailt of the earth. but i the salt has lost his saver, wherewith shall it
e salred? it is themcgforth good for nothing, bur to be casr our, and fo be rodden
undar foot gf men. Te are the light of the world. A city that iz set on a il canmaot
be hid "~ hiathew 5:13-14

When you first accept Christ a5 your Savier there is 2 leaming period whers
vou spend tme with Him daily. For somie, this might only be 3 few months hefore
they zo keadlong i their minisiry, For many it is a Llifetime becaase without Bible
stmdy and prayer we do oot gromr as Christians. We stay “babies™ m Christ and
spend our time &t chuoch sitting in the pew watching others. Without Bible study
and prayer, we do not grow in faith so it will be difficult fior us to grow a minis-
iry. Without Bible study and prayer, the Holy Spirt doesn't kave a work inside
of us, and we pever produce fruit. We become the branches that are cot down and
thrown into the fire. We become the one whose seed falls on rocky gromnd. We
hear the Word and receive it immediately with joy, yet we have po fitm root be-
canse we have neglected our stadies. Spon affliction and persecution srise, and we
imvmedistely fall away. “Thargfbee, [fany man be i Christ, he i @ new cremiure.
old things are pasced awagy; behold, all things are become new. 4nd all things arg
gf rod, wio hath reconciled us fo kimself by Jesus Christ, and hath gheen fo us
the mimisiry gf reconciliation. ™ 2 Corinthians 3:17-18

Have yon known people who move from job to job, whenever conflicts anss
because they have not mastered the art of conflict reseluton” The same resalt can
ocour spiritually in our everyday lives. When you neglect Bible smdy and prayer,
we find urselves constantly fighting a losing battle, instead of engaging in the
goed fight of faith. When you contmually oy to work things ont oo your own
withount the assistance of God, you become frustrated. fafipned sand wom down.
This cawses ywou to 2ive up. or just accept the falsehood of “that’s just whe Iam ™
You accept being “averaze™ a5 a way of life and never reach the fullness of Hig
plans for your life. You fail to overcome. Ak, and you will mecenve, that your joy
meagy Bl Jobn 16:24

The next step is to find a church where you can get involved. This will not
happen in the Sunday service. To fully benefit we must attend Sunday school,
Wednesday prayer service, and other occasions. Eventually, you will mest the

people who make the chuoch work. Hang out with them and soon you will be
serving Christ. Don’t be afraid fo join the chedr, help with kids dunmg Sunday
school, or Wednesday services. One of the greatest rewards [ ever received was
working with kids. I tried sharing Christ with adulis, bur most would not listen,
Wirh kids their eves and ears are wide open. They are receptive o the Word of
God. They baven’t closed off their minds to the basic prmciples of being 3 Chris-
tan. “A4r the Spirit gf the Lord works with us, we become more and more ke Him
and we rgflect Hix glory aven more ™ 2 Corinthians 3:18

When you 2o to school or work you are a minister. The people you ralk with
every day that bave not had an opportanity to accept Christ as their Savior are
your responsibility. You are obligated by God to respond to their peeds. God has
chosen you to share the Gospel with them the zood news. As Christ leads yon,
you lead them Be prepared so you know what to say. If vou apply these prin-
ciples, the Holy Spirit will lead voun in the direction of your minisiry, and God will
bless you beyond your belief. It is an amazing thing this living for Christ. Christ
in you and youn in Christ. There is no gTester experience on earth.
The Craclked Paot

There was a watar bearer who provided wrater for the Eimg every day. He
had been doing so for many years. He had one good pot and one cracked pot. He
walked a mile to and from the well and when he retomed to his master’s honse
the zood pot was full of wrater and the cracked pot had leaked half it water on the
journey back from the well. The cracked pot became depressed because he feli
like he wasn't providmg his full share of the water. As they were coming back
from the well one day the bearer told the cracked pot not to be distressed becanse
all alongz the side of the path where the cracked pot was carmied were besutifl
flowrers that brightened ap the kingdom. What the cracked pot did not realize is
that the water that was lost becanse of his crack made the flowers grow. You see
everyone has 3 ministry in Christ. ™ He will show pou, what iz good; and what the
LORD requires of you? To act justly, and to love marcy, and fo walk humbdy with
Jyour God. * Micah §:8

Pleasa balieve T am not trying to brag or boast. I am smoply Tvimg to show yoo
what 3 very average person can do with Christ’s help. I would mever hawe done
these things on my own. I am not capable of it. It is very important for yvoo toe un-
derstand the good things vou see me do is not me. It is Jesus Christ living through
me. [ am of average educaticn. I am of average intelligence I have average means
of employment I am a roofer. T did all these things in ooy spare thme whila I con-
tirmed to work and support my famdly, Ope of the things I am proudest of is that I
have never taken money for my own benefit. T have volunteered everything that I
have done. I hawve fornsed my minisiry on the principles that Paul the Apoestle es-
tablished in his letters fo the New Testament churches. He worked as a tenfmaker,
and I work as a roofer, taking money I eamed and puting i towards the ministy,
Ome person can make a difference. You can make 3 difference. and I am going to
show vou how. “Thergibee, [ zay fo you, whafever thines vou ask when you pray,
Bbaligve that you recetve them, and you will have them. ™ MMark 11:24

The first thing we need to do is clear a patharay to our mund 50 we can com-
pmnicate with God Ninety-nine tmes out of 3 mdred He is aleady there Tyving
to have an influence in our life. To get an open fisld of compmnication we nead fo
clear pur hearts of all our sins. T know it sounds complicated bt it's not. Thanks
to the sacrificial death of Tesus Christ we have an open avenue to our Hesvenly
Father through prayver. The best approach is to create a prayer journal Take a
potebook, sit down and write ont what vou want to say w God. Be specific. Start
from the beginning and zo over your entire life. Things that have separated us
from Him is just the beginming, We can 2o in detail aboat bow we are thankful,
shout concermns we have for others, snd how God wants to use us in Christian
sETVice, %muﬂdpumﬂmmmmhemnedﬂn’tgetdmdmhmfm
our mimistry in 3 day, 3 week_ or 3 month. Panl and Meszss spent vears in the des-
ert searchimg ont the will of the Father When yon have completed 3 prayver, read it
1o God. When yon are finished, put your prayer journal in & very ssoure place, or
shred the pages you wrote. This is a personal letter to God, and it is no one else's
business. “Praying always with all prayer and supplicaiion in the Spirit, being
wertehful o thiz end with all perseverance and supplhicaiion for all the sami. ™
Ephesians &:18

Alack of compmnication with God prevents us from developing an effective
prayer life, and an ineffective prayer life leads to a Llife of mediocrity. Prayer is
the key o unlocking the heart of God. When you walk out to your car at might and
geat in to dove off you turn vour headlizhis on. When vou first fum them on yon
are hacky if you can see to the end of the driveway. When vou drive off you can,
mayhe, ses 5 coupls of blocks ahead of yvou. This is how God works. He may give
vou an overall pictare of your ministry, but He reveals the details a little at a time

Atan Griffin started the Bdmchrist minisiries m Novembar 1007, He has worked
with immar cify Rds for 21 years. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure that wowld reach people of all ages and has been writing simce 2005, The
miristry has expanded their wabsites fo reach around the world. Eidrnchrat com,
millenniglchrizfian com, WwensnchirTst. com, Senforsnchrist.com, Folung-Verse com,
and souhworks-smalleroups.com. Wa had an oumreach of over 13,000,000 peopie
Past year with 36, 000,000 imprezzions. Jfvou have any questions for Alan you can
reach kim at alan@kidsnchrist.com
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Eleven Thousand Scientists Say
Population Control Necessary Response
to ‘Climate Emergency’

By Fev. Mark Creech

“Soientists have a moral oblization to clearly warn
bumnanity of any catastrophic threat to “tell it like it
i=." Based on this obligation and the graphical indica-
tors presented, we declare with more than 11 000
srienfist sipnatories from around the world, clearly
and wmequivecally that planet Earth is facing a climate
emergency.” This is the first paragraph of the apocalyptic sounding decument
released this week, published in Bioscience, callmg for immediate action by world
anthorities on so-callad climate change.

Written by the Alliance for World Scientsts, the document bsts many of the
thing's climate alamusts have propesed before: The need for a carbon-free econ-
oy, increases in solar and wind enerpy, curtailing habitat and biodiversity loss,
egfing less meat, etc. Bur something scientists are also calling for in response to
this alleged “climate smergency™ should send shivers up the spime. They demand
populstion contral.

The authors write, “54ll increasing by 80 million pespls per year, or more than
200,000 per day; the world popalation nst be stabilized — and ideally, pradu-
ally reduced — within a framework that ensures social mtegrity. ™ In other words,
fewer lnumans make for less use of the planet’'s resowurces, and, therefore, a more
stabilized envircmmeent. The snggestion is moubling. Knowing hamankind's bent
for evil, ope can only ponder what public-policy initiatives world leaders maght
pursue if the climate garns are believed and if their prornostications are greeted as
absolute. What will resuli” Forced sbormons or something worse?

“Thera are proven and effective policies that strengthen lnaoman nghts while
lowering fertility rates and lessenimg the mpacts of population growh on GHG
available to all people. Temove barriers fo access and achieve full pender equity,
including primary and secondary edwcation 35 a global nomm for all, especially
girls and young women ™ the scientists declars.

TWell, paint me green. Woa't that make your solar pansls hot and get your wind-
mills o mrming!

Mewer mind that only two years ago, more than 30,000 American scientists
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signed a petition challenging the climate change namative, and more than 9,006 of
them held Phl¥s in their respective fields.

Hewer mind demozraphers have been warning for several years that the birth
rate of Western natons is below replacement level, which conld critically create
severe imbalances and prove detrimental to infrastroctures, economies, healthcare,
znd a3 host of other matters necessary for sustaming western demprracies.

Meverthelsss arsuments for population control s 8 means for reducing climarte
change effercts are rapidly becoming mamestream  Bewara!!!

Yifatt Susskind, in a2 recent edition of Ms. Magazine not exactly a pro-life
friendly resource, rightly contends “the mpst nefarions populstion contmol projects
claim fo serve some 1massailable social good, fike poverty reduction or peace.™
She further warns that we should be cautions about “Tights-based and social jus-
tice lamguage that positions contraception and family planming as core sirategies to
reduce carbon emissions.” Susskind sites the Bl Paso termorist, who wrote in his
manifesto: “If we can get rid of enough people, then our way of life can be more
sustainable.” “The eco-fascism of the far-right conches ifts racist intent as Cconcem
for the enwiromment demvonizes women of color for “overpopulation” and stokes
fears of an end to white racial “purity”’ and peaer. It uses the current specter of
loomimg ecological collapse o reawaken 2 penocidal impualse. | wiping out thosa
deemed wrfit to survive,” writss Susskind

Of course, megrearquaumnﬂhzhm:suhuwiﬂdﬂmmﬂmwhichm
will be allowed to produce more bumans snd which will not. Or worse sall, what
if the “powers that be™ assess the crisis of climate change is moch werse than
previously thought, and more than just the nobom st be eloninsted? Then who
is allowed to stay and who nmst zo? Who makes these incredible determinations?

When it compes o the alleped need for conirolling population groups, the world
has a temmible rack record, and no specific or corporate governmental body has
ever proven worthy of tmst. Historically, the people targeted have been the poor,
people of color, the mentally and physically disabled, political enemiss - anyons
deemed wrarorthy by those in control.

Vaclav Klme, a Crech economist, and politician who became the sscond
Prezident of the Crech Fepublic, once referred to global warming hysteria as “a
prime example of the fmth versns propaganda problem " Having lived thronzh
many years of commmmism, Elauws said- “T feel obliged to say that I see the biz-
gest threat to freedom, democracy, the market economy, and prosperity now in
ambiticns eovirommentalism, not o comomnism, This ideology wants to replace
the free and spontanecus evolation of mankind by a sort of central (now zlobal)
Flarning.

“The emvirommentalists ask for mmediate political action becanse they do not
balieve in the long-term positive impact of economic growth and ipnore both the
technological progress that future penerations will imdoubtedly enjoy and the
prowen fact that the higher the wealth of society, the higher is the guality of the
ervirorrnent. "

When raferring to the devil, Jesus admonished “The thiglfcomaer only to steal
and Kill amd destroy: T came that they may have Ijfe and have if abundantiy ™ (JTohn
10:10). The Eihle also teaches that the devil employs conmterfeits of the great
muths of God.

Christ vohmtanly zave his life’s Blood on the Cross o stone for sin, redesm
bumanity, and the crested order The Bible also teaches that it is not God’s will
that any should perish (2 Peter 3:87.

Climate alarmyists, however, would load us up with imnecessary guilt for usmg
God's good gifts of the Earth, and then tell us the way of atonement for mankind
mnd the planet iz by forcibly shedding the blood of thonsands. even millions of
innocents, through population control.

Raverend Dr. Mark Creech iz Executive Director gf the NC Chrizstian Action
League. Tou may contact him at revmarkcreech|@chrizianactionleague. org or
D10-FET-OH0G

And tlhere were in the same country shepherds abiding m the fleld, keeping
watch over their flock by might Lule 1:8
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Habits of the Heart: A Study
of the Spiritual Disciplines
Dr Jack R Hodges, It

Burks County

Paul wrote the following words to young Timothy,
who had answered the spiritual call to minisity and was
prepaning himsalf to serve the Lord, "Dizcipline yourse[l
Jor the purpose gf godliness. " (1 Timothy 4.7) The pathway to following Christ
Jesus in hnmble obedience is the pathway of discipline. The Son of God, our Lord
Jesus Christ came to et ns free from sin and death so that we could (and woald)
follow Him and experience a deep, intimate, and eternsl relationship of faith. Oor
Lord desires that we love Him, follow Him, and serve Him and in order to do
that, the Christian nmst followr the pathevay of spirimal discipline. T inwvite vou to
fake 3 journey with me over the nect months as we dig info what T prefer to call
the “Hahits of the Heart. ™ Thess are the spirimasl disciplines lesmed throuzh daily
devotion siudy, and practice that allow us to most powerfully serve the Lord with
all theat we are.

You cerfainly know what a habit is, right? The dictionary defines a hakit as:
“An acquired behavior pattern regularly followed umtl it bas become almost
imvohmtary.” The tath is that we have sl developed learned behavioral patierns
over the course of our lives that have tumed into hakits. These are rouatines, cns-
folns, IEAnners, of even quirks that kave become a pant of our daily lifestyle and/
or choices {eg., I bite my nails when I am anxions or bunery). Many of our habits
are unconscicusly applied. Soone of them however, we consciously choose when
2 threatening simation ocours (e g., we attack, defend retaliste nm hide etc ).
Each of these habits. both conscionsly and unconseioushy applied, seeks to help
ns navigate throngh life. They are all leamed and more specifically, I believe that
they fanction to help us survive. But God doesn® wrant us to meraly survive—He
wants His children to spirtually thrive and serve Him with joy, gladness, and pas-
siom. When yon were saved by faith in the fimished work of Christ on Calvary, He
set you free from the bondage to the flesh and this old world

Unfortunstely, it sesms that in our time and age, spirttual disciplines (Habits of
the Heart) are all foo often considered a bothersome, “dinty word™ for most Chris-
tians. They smack of burden, failare, or legalism. But God calls His people to
“dizscipline [themselves] for the purpose of podliness. ™ These Habits of the Heant
are ntended for ordinary people who have jobs, families, children as well as be-
ing imrohed m lay-minisoy through their chorch Althougsh these disciplines are
all too often thought of a3 some dull dredgery aimed at squeezing ont all life and
enerzy from our lives, that i not what thess spiritual kabits are meant for. T love
what Rirhard Foster describes as their tme, podly purpose. He says, “The purpose
of the disciplines is iberation from the stiffing slavery 1o self-interest and fear ™
Let me add that they are designed by God as a part of our fraining, preparation,
and spirimal health. That is what Paul had in mvind when he counsaled Timothy o
“discipiime yourself for the purpose qf podiimess. ™

What is a consistent spirinial journey abouat? What are the major elements of
discipline in the believer's life” What are the main “habits of the heart™ The
Bible doesn’t provide a complete list, but we find showered upon every page of
scripiure the essential elements of & spimieal walk and joumey with God in Christ.
Thers appear to be seven penerally accepted core disciplines or habits: Solitude;
Simplicity; Fastimg; Smdy; Worship; Service; and Prayver. Foster identifies twelve
(12) umigque and separate spirinial disciplines, which he places into three separate
catezories: [INWARD disciplines; OUTWARD disciplines; and CORPORATE
disciplines. Stay funed as I share with you each month one of these “habits of the
heart ™
Dr Jack R Hodges, Jr is the Senior Pastor at Pleazant Hill Baptist Church in
Morganton, Burke Coundy. He has served az a paztor, a bibiical coumselor and a
International Mizzion Board mizzionary.

The Gift We Need

By John McCoury
Roan Mountai, Tenmezsee

You cannot escape Fesns Christ. In Doke 2 His birth affect-
ed Caesar’s politics (v 1-3), the munisiry of the anzels (.
8—15), and the activines of common men (v 15200 Omn that
day, shepherds wers looked upon as the lowest; God singled
them out to be the first lnonan messengers of the Messiah's
hirth. His coming touched worshipers (v, 21-38) and even
scholars (v, 30-52) The angels sang sbout Him, and He is still the theme of the
greatest music. Luke wrote abont Him and He is still the subject of the greatest
Literamre. The shepherds hastened to behold Him, and He is stll st the center of
the grestest art. Teachers listened to Him and marveled. He is still the focal point
for all iruth and wisdom.

In His development, Jesus was perfecily balanced: intellecally (wizsdom),
physically {stature), spiriteally (in favor with God), and socially {in favor with
man}); and He iz siill the zreatest example for childhood and youth. He zlone is
wiorthy of our worship! Oh, come! Tet us sdore Him! THE CHRISTMAS 5PIRIT,
like the mammetic spirt that comes over ns and draws ws together during this an-
mal s=ason is literally the Spint of God working to bring us back to the wonder
of the most amazing mystery that has ever struck this earth; that God became
haman In the wonder of it all, as believers and unbelievers alike are caught up in
that remarkable draw toward the warmith of Christmas, God does 2 work through

When Jesus came born in & manger in the obscure town of Bethlebem, His
people didn’t want their Messiah to look like that. They wanted a warrior with a
big sword who conld oventhrow the powerfol Roman govermmment. They wanged
someone to bring rescue and revolution. They wanted a polifical lesder whao
wiould set up a kingdom and make them charter members. They were waiting for
that gift They wanted & leader who wonld get rid of the Foman soldiers. But God
knew what they needsd He sent them a leader who wounld get fd of the problem
of sin. But when you want soonebody to overthrow the govermment, a litthe bakby
bom in Bethlehem does pot seem like mnch” of a gift at all. Jesus didn’t amive on
a white stallion swingingz a big sword. He never once talked about overthrowing
the povernment. He had no political agenda. He didn’t come to be served, but to
serve. He didn't wear a coowm, except a crown of thoms.

Christmnas is about God's lowe for the world. It's about God's gift to us. Bat at
Chrizmas, bow do we “thank God for this g1t foe wenderfid for words™ {2 Cor.
0:15) Jesus Christ is the God-man, He is our High Prest who intercedes fior us
wihen we zo to the Father with our prayers of confession and praise and mper-
cession and petition Youn see, He came fo tonch the lives of the world  Maybe
vou've never connected the dots umt] teday: Mayhe for you Christmas has bean
ahont A tree an old man with 8 white beard, 8 bunch of gifts (some of which yon
don't even want), and a lot of imelevant raditions which yon've never really been
able to put together. Understand this today: Christmas is about God's love for the
world. It's about God®s gift to ns. By simply receiving this gift, a gift vou dida’t
even realize you needed. your whole life can be fransformed. If there has never
been a e when you have personally conumitted Your life to Christ, what in the
woorld are vou waiting for? This is your morment. It doesn’t matter what your age
iz, It doesn’t matter how shameful vour past is. Jesus doesn't care what your frack
record has been. He doesn't care if yvou've been i chuoch, all wour life .. It doesn't
make any difference whether you know a lot of religious things or can even guote
verses from the Bible. If you've never believed in Jesus, you're not going to go to
beaven Jesus is the Way. He is the Truth. He 1= the Life. Withowt the Way, there
isn't any going. Withour the Truth, thers isn’t oy knowing Without Life, there
i=n't any living Come on jom the family! God has given yon a gift that you need.
Today you can receive it
John MeCoury is paztor of Evergreen church m Roan Meuntam, lemessee and
aizo chaplain af Roan Highlands Nursing Center,

Amnd she bronght forch her firsthorn son, and wragped him in svaddling clodhes,
and laid him in @ manger; because there was mo reom for them in the i
Luke 2:7
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McDowell

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM
| Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Obedient Heart Fellowship

Jerusalem Council

By Jim Huskins
MeDowell Coungy

Those who teach that God's instructions for a
living have been abolished ofien cite an important
event in Acts chapter 15: the Jerusalem Council
Supposedly, this Council teaches that “{rentle” Christians are only required to
keep the four parts of Torah listed in verse 20 “Write to them fo abstain fhom
the things polluted &y idols, and from semual mmorality, and from what has
Bbaen strangiled, and from bipod, ” They also teach that Peter claims in verse 10
that Torah is an unbearable turden. Meither of these positions holds up to proper
EXEgesis.

The debrate before the Jeruzalem Council involved one issue: whether keeping
Torzh is necessary for salvation MMamy have convinced thernsalves that the coun-
cil was called to decide if Torah shounld be sbolished, bt in fact, no one present at
this meefing made such a propositon.

Wersa 2 says that Panl and Barnabas had been properly teaching that salva-
tion is A free gift of God by grace through faith and does not depend oo works.
However, men from Fodea came to Antoch and taught that all believers must be
circumcised before they can be saved. In order to clanfy this matter, Paul and
Barnahas raveled to Jerusalem and asked the leaders of the Church to mle. After
mch debate imvolving joyiul reports of evangelism amony Gentiles, the Council
declared thar circumicision and keeping other aspects of the Torah are not neces-
sary for salvation. They did not, howewer, say that Torah has been replaced by
[=4 E-:'\-

Er;{eter begins the response of the Council in verse 7. He makes it clear that
salvation by prace throwgh faith is available to everyone. He makes a powerfiol
statement In verse 9 “God) made no disimciion hetween wr and them.” In other
words, Fews and Gentiles are the same i God's eyes. This is exacily what Panl
teaches in Galatians 3:28 and several other places. Those who claim that Torah is
sbolished by “grace™ teach the opposite. They msist that Gentle Christians consti-
mfe a “special” category who are exemipt from God’s instuctions for living.

These same teachers believe that in verse 10, Peter refers to the Torah as a bur-
den which, “Neither owr fathers wor we hime been able to bear ™ This Is an impos-
sible mterpretation becanse it would make scripoare conradict tself Pzalm 19:7
=ays that Torah is perfect and revives the soul Psalm 119:44-45 says that keeping
Torah continnally resnlts in freedom and safety. Thar's the meaning of the Hebrew
idiom “walking in a broad place.” Dienteronomny 30-11-16 states that Torah is
najther difficult mor distanwt. This theme will be repeated in 1 John 5-3 and JTames
1:25 where we are taught that Torah i= oot burdensome. If God says that Torah is
perfect, brings freedom and safety, and is pot difficnlt, then we cannot claim that
Peter teackes the opposite.

The “burden™ Peter references are the necessity of keeping Torah for salvation.
Fuiomans 3:23 teaches that all of us sin. Sin separates us from God. Salvation is
impossible without grace made available through the life and death of Jesus. God
dipes not require us 1o keep Torah perfecily m order to receive salvaton. However,
those who desire salvation by grace through faith et then make whole-hearted
effort to live Godly lives. Jesus makes that clear in John 14:15, “[Fvou love me,
Epgn my commamdments. " Sin is defined by seripture 8 violating Torah. Teach-
ing that Christians are under no oblization to kesp Torah is the same as teaching
that Christiaws are free to sin. Meither Peter nor anyons present at the JTemsalem
Ciouncil makes such a claim.

James concludes the findings of the Council. He begins by gquoting the proph-
ets: Amos 9, Zechariah 8, Diandel 9 and Isaizh 45 The summation of those prophe-
cies is that God will, in the latter days, umite the nation of Israsl with belisvers
from all nations. The terms of this nnion are spelled ot in Jeremiah 31:31-34.
The “Mew Covenant™ is Him writing His Torah on our kearts so that all know His
ways insanctively. Verse 34 of that passage says thar no one will have to be tanght
shout God becanse all will know Him

In hiz qurmmation, JTames acknowledges that we have not yet reached the col-
mination of this promise. He is aware that Gentiles who have accepted Jesns were
schonled from binth in the ways of pagan worship. He realizes that new comverts
will need time to leam Godiy living. The fiour items mentiosed in verse 20 are
infended to curb the worst abuses of paganism. Then in verse 21, which is abmost
abways ignored by teachers of Acts 15, Tames makes it clear that new believers
can and should study Tozah every week at Symagogue. They could not study on
their own since almost oo coe conld afford o own scripiure scrolls.

I've been told by Chrstans who describe themselves as “on fire for the Lord™
that they conld not pessibly evangelize if God requires: “A lot of stuff ther I don't
have time fo tell you nght now."” The Great Commmission; howewer, makes it clear
that we are to teach new converts fo live like Jesus. He walked every day in the
Torah. The notion that Gentile believers are only bound to the four items men-
toned in verse M is ndiculous. Torah is God®s instroction marmaal for how He
wants His children to live. The Jeruzalem Conncil underscored thiz oath by giving
baoth a starting place for learnimg fo live (odby lives and a lifelong process for
confinuing that siudy: attending synagozne each Sabbath

Oiedisnt Heart Fellowship believes that the entirs Bible is oue and relevant.
We accept salvation by grace through faith in Fesns, and we attemnpd to love and
serve Him by keeping his commandments. See Fevelation 14:12. We meat each
Sabbath—Seventh Diay—im Marion. 11:00 A M. at Bartlett Wellness Center, 551
Burma F.oad West, 28752 828-460-7913

Jim & Beverly Huslhing are mambers of Obedient Heart Fellowship.

For unte wy @ child is borr, unte us o son iv given: and the governmemt shall
be npon iy shoulder: and hiv name shall be called Wonderfiel, Connsellor, The
mighty Ged, The everlastng Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6
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KidsCorner

Bird mFH':E Far nmte you i3 born thiv day in the ety af David a Saviour, which is Christ the
By Christy Lowman Lord. Luke 2:11
Burke Coumiy

The dove i= known as the symbol of peace. It is mentionsd
in the Bible several tmes. First, Moah sent the dove out to
look for evidence of dry land during the fiood. Then the Holy
Spirit flew down in the form of 2 dove when Jesus was bap-
tized. These are just two examples of how doves were usad in

the Bible. Did von know yon can find a dove rght cutside vour bouse, on pow- . : *‘\.___

erfines, in frees, or just walking around pecking the pround for food? If you hear = M 5

iy, i i i e e Tl o, fazst- el m e, ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
Doves can be found all over the world and can adspt to any environment except GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON.-THRU.-FRL 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

for Antarctica. Some do migrate south for the winter while others stay and endure CALL: 828-682-6144/9304

It 11 — . >
Doves have small heads, pointed bills, round bodies, and long tail and wing Serving the Community

faathers. There are over 300 species in Irips for December

the dove family, bt the most com-
mom colors are gray, white, brown, and
peach. Their wings are very muscular
and can tzke up o #0% of their total
body weizght. Mouming doves can reach
np to 55 mph when in flight Their
wings make 8 whirting scund while they
are flying Onwer 3000 years ago, people
started iraiming doves to deliver mes-

5 for the nulitary, noble fisures and LV "
S N e e EMPLOYEE PRICING PLUS
home from thowsands of nules aay! AT THE

The common dove that we see, eats up to 2300 seeds 3 day to mest their hizh-
calorie requirement. They also munch on fuit, plants, mvsects, zrass, and people
fopd. The white-winged dove loves to eat snails for calcinm. When doves forage
for food they will only walk around and peck the groumd. They will not shufie
leaves around to find food a5 chickens do. Dioves are the only bird that can drmk
water without raising their heads.

» Friday, December 13- Hamrick's & Lunch @ Cheddars- Asheville NG

« Thursday, December 13- Bristol Motor Speedway Lights & Dinner @
Golden Comal-TH (Leave the Senior Genter @ 4:00 pm. Cost per rider will
be $3.00)

In the wild, doves only live 3-5 vears, but they are able to live around 30 years [N -TTT T Yy M, Jeep Pyl
in captivity. . . mrm
Dipves mate for life. They build their nests out of socks, twigs, grass stems. and 1 "
pine neadles. They only have 2 eges at & time bt have up to 9 sets of eges a year. What's easier than
Both the male and femals take tume taking care of the new hatchlings. They do
this by secreting milk in their throat thar they use to feed them This milk is callad the casy button?
crop milk and has 2 roach higher level of protein snd far than the milk memmesls
produce for their young.
Christians usually show the dove with an olive branch to symbolize peace. You = 1
see the dove being symbolized more often around Christmas fme. ThE GHEEHE hutt'ﬂ'“.
This tirne of year, has become a busy and soonefimes chaotic time. The high
demands we put on ourselves can make us sitessed out and miserable. Sometimes NEW ‘BRAM 3500
getiing together with other family members can not be a very peaceful time. This Fﬂjgump Eedl]u{:;ym'l
Chrisonas I wish you and vour family 3 time of peace. Eﬂju‘}'ﬂh‘jﬁtﬂ]ﬂ?l’jﬂl each £.7 LEer Cumming Tusto Diesel, ALSH
other and focus on the real reason for the season: to celebrate Jesus's birth. If He Heawy Duby Automatic Transmissian
had not been born, there wonld not be sy chance for ws fo have eternal life. hax Tow Package, Chimme Appearance
And who knows mavbe you will o outside and find a white dove looking down G g e e e
on you this Chrisonss season’
Dear Lord, T pray for peace for all of us this Christmas season. T pray we will Fn toom Tax 2d _
slor down and take the time to celebrate the real reason fior the seasom: Fesns’s
birthday! In Jesus's pame, I pray Amen. NEW 2013 R 1500 Classic

"And the angel said unte them, Fear not- for, behold, I bring you good fidings
af grear foy, which shall be to all people. For unto you iz Born teis day in the city
af David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord ™ Luke 2:10-11

Express Crew Cab 4X4
5.7 Lier HEMI W5 Engine, Power Eqlip-

Bibliography
Sciencing comcharacteristics-dowves-B6862 74 him]

Unbetsuatie Deal at OMLY 997 ,469!
Study com/acadeny lesson'dove-facts-lesson-for-kids Timl /

Dovesoflove.com an/dove-facts ASK your Accountant about 100

F Depreciation Tar advant
Christy Lenamean = a Cheiztion author and illicorator that e i the fborhilis of
the Blue Ridee Mountais with her Rusband and two children. She enfons writing NEW Ram 2500 Tradesman
and illuzirating books for ail ages. Some of her short Sforics are published with Crew Cab 4X4 Diesel

Guideposts and HCI. Chrizty gives all the glory fo God in everything she does. 4
pariion of @very book sold from the Small Bible Character Series will be donaied
fo bartle human raficking. Ifvew agioy her books, Tike' her muthor page on
Facebook and et her know! Tou can byy her books ar hrips: Seww.amazon. comE,’
rgf=dp_byline_sr_book I Tle=UTFS&feld-muhor=Christy+Lowmandesearch-ali
ar=booksdtext=Christy+Lowmandesort=relovancerank

You can reach har at hipsSaevw facebook comdmuthorChrisn L owman or chris-
Drssoapsidyahkes.con.

5.7 LEar Cummins Turbo Diesel Engine,
Znow Chiel Group, Chrome Appearance
Group, Off Road Package, Level 2
Equipment Group, Parkssnse Rear Asskt

Unbestahie Deat 1or oncy $48, 1761

ASK your Sccountant about T00%
Doz Deprecation Tax advaniag

JOHN GREENE

i — o Jeep T maes

[ |
e MORGANTOMN, NC

=]

140 Exit 100 - Q'Il] Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com » 828-584-5337
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Grand View Baptist Church

Make Egom in Your Heart

By Glends Ward
MeDowall Cowngy

December should be the kindest month of the year Kind-
ness desrribes words mmd sctons dssizned oo enmich the life of
another person | other people. The birth of Jesws Chivst defi-
nitely qualifies as an act of kindness. The words were spoken
o Joseph, ©. for He shail zave Hiz peopie o thair sz ™,
(Matthew 1:21), are tmly works of kindness.

In Ephecians 5:22. Kindness is listed as one of the fts of the Spirit. We will never
develop kindness a5 a way of life without e power of the Holy Spirit, bowever, we
nmst cooperate with the Holy Spirit

Kind wards and kind actions can be life-chanzing! Kindness develops over time as
we open our keans to become more loving people.

Enowing that the old natre is self-centered. we nmist conscioushy leam to kesp
kindness a5 our agenda every day. When we do, we will have the help of the Hoby
Spirit. There is so much blessing m living a Life with owtstretched anms.

It zoprms peace is nowhere to be found and the night i aything bt silent. Yoo or
T may zsk “Tord. what do YVou want me to do shout all of this™ Can one person or
family make 3 difference? It seems [ hear a guiet whisper from within szy: “The only
way to get rid of darkness & to 3dd more Lght ™

Tesus said, “Fe are the dght qf the world " (Matthew 5:14). He bves within vs and
wanis o shine throngh us. Through His power, we can let that happen this Christmas
seasom and throughout the comimz Wew Year,

We shine when we are kKind by simply treating those we imteract with in a consider-
aie way, we can brighten someome’s day and way: Tesns said “By this shaill ali men
Frvow that ve are my dizciples ifyou hmwe love ome fo another™ (JTobn 13:35).

We also radists when we are real within ourself One of
oy favonte Thankspiving Chnstmss decorations &5 8 -
saic candle bolder When a candle is placed inside it, all the
broken pieces nnltiphy and spread the st The seenminsdy
maperfect places i our lives can do the same We don't
need to have it 2]l tozether. e just peed to =5y, “Tesus,
please nse all of me for your glory™

When we are real others are drawn tons and duat gives
ns the oppormmity to brighten their ves with encourags-
ment. Every thoughtful ward or act is 2 spark that can
spread farther than we mizht ever realize.

Most importanthy, we shine because we keep Jesns
Christ first. Wo matter what amvone may =xy, Ha 15 still the
reazon fior the season — and the reason for tee lizht within
ns. Char Savior knows there will slways be heartbreaking news headlines. They existed
the night He was bom as a baby in Bethlshem and will contirmse until He cpmes arain.
He alzo knows that because of what He did on the cross and throngh His reswmection,
the darkness has already been dafeated.

Every time we ses Christmas lights this Christmas, et s remember this imvitation
and celebration: “drizg shime, for thy light is come, and the glory of e Lond i risen
upon thee” (Tsaish §0:1). The darkness will not last forever. The light abaavs wins m
the end. And we can all make this world a Little brighter wherever we are today.

Dielight in both the simplicity of the story of Jesns and how His birth has changed
you forever.

Glenda Ward iz a2 member of Grand Frew Baptict Church in MeDowell Conngy
She iz the mother gf five grown children. (Henda = o Christian weiterauthor of
“Somerhing fo Think dbout ™ — weekly Chriztian Articles. She writes Church Pro-
gram: & Bulletins, VBS Material, Chrisimas and Easier Programs,; all material
bwazed on the JLW qf the Bible Aiso testing the field i trifuies, mdividual memo-

New Writer

Having The Right Attitude
Towards The Lost

By David Valls
Mitchell County

Since the Chrisomes season is approaching. Twas
Zoing to write something abont the intportance of the
season and then continne our series on the purpose
of salvation That planned changed. The Lord has
bardened mry heart to write somnething different. Twas
listening to 3 song by Casting Crowns entitled "Dipes
Anybody Hear Her".... The song talks sbout people all aronnd who are lost and
hopeless searching for hope. As [ was listening, I thought abtout all the people
around us with that need o know about JTesus and yet many times they go nono-
tced, unseen and unheard They are frying o find the hope that is inside of us. We
(the church) are the ones that bear the responsibility to share with those who feel
unloved, nnwanted unseen and umbheard They need to know there is 3 Tesus that
loves the umlovahle, desires the undesirable and wants the onwanted.

Many times. we are quick to pass judsment on people that we have never even
met .. and becsuse we do not feel they meet our "lofiy” expectations, we may look
the other way. Is that the Jesus we want to portray to the lost? We are to spesk
the tth in lowe and give constructve criticism rather than jud=mental coticism,
which amounts to finger-pointng and thinking we are somehow more nghteoas
than the lost Lef us never forget we were once lost just as they were! Being
saved does not make us 0o longer sinners. We are still sinners saved by God's
emazing Grace, which we did not nor could ever earn! Fomans 3 23 says “For
all hanae simmed and come short of the glory of God. "

Let us be more fiks the poblican and less than the pharisee who lifts oor heart
toward heaven snd says Lord I'm glad T am not Like that publican . or are we
more like the publican who would not even look toward hesven and smote his
chest amd say Lord be mercifol to me? Becanse we often think so highly of
ourselves, our amitude toward the lost is phansaical... showing them bow good we
think we are, rather than showing the love of Jesns. If thev oaly think they are
walcome in church if they mest OUFR. standards, then they will zef the impression
that Jesus will oot accept thern 2= they are. Gone are the days when people just
come walking info chuoch. If they will not comme fo ws, then we mnst Zo to them!
We must witness to the lost in this world. In the area we live, if is ofien assumed
everybody already knows sbout Teswsbut yon would be surprized to find hoow
unirwe this is. The best way for people to bear about Jesus is for we the church to
take the message to them by poing ontside the walls of the buildme and making
disciples. Matthew 28: 19-20 Jesns says "Go, thergfre, and feach all nafions,
Baptizing them i the name af the father and af the Son and of the Holy Ghast:
Teaching thew to obseree all things wharsoever I have cormmanded vou: and lo, T
am with you aheays, @ven undo the end gf the world. dmen. ™ We should not want
our faillure to mention Jesus to even one person, result in them missing out on
hegven.

Danvid Falls attends Middie Disiric? Freewill Bapiist Church in Buladean. Tam
Jrom Mitchell Connty. I have baen the adult class Sunday school teacher for the
past 13 years.

iller

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711
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! [nsurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.’
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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Denison Forum

Four People Killed At A Family Gathering In Fresno:
Why We Need To Emulate The Kindness Of Tom
Hanks

By Jim Denizon

I had planmed to begin my article today by focusing on the
kindness of Tom Hanks, whose porirayal of Fred Rogers will
open in theaters this Friday. Then I opened my computer this
moming to learn that another shootng was makine headlines,

Fresno Police L. Bill Dooley described the tragedy: “This
was a gathering, a family and friend pathering in the backyard. Everyone was
watching foothall this eveming when mnknown suspects approached the residence,
smnck mwto the hackyard and opensd fire ™ Ten people were chot and four died

Torm Hanks “is just s nice a5 you think he is”. The more that violence fills the
news, the more we need examples to give us hope. That's why Tom Hanks is such
an imporiant madel for our culhure.

Hanks" movies have grossed nearly $10 billion worldwide. His porirayal of
Fred Fogers will be at least his seventy-first film.

But Hanks is knoam at least a5 much for who he is in real life as for who be is
oa the movie screen. His powerfal recent inferview with the Wew York Times is
subatled: “Hanks is playing Mister Flomers in a new movie and is just as nice as
you think be is.”

Hare are some examples cited by the Times reporter: When Hanks was shooting
Angals & Demons in Fome a bride and ber father couldn’t approach the chapel
becauze of the film crew, so Hanks stopped filming and escortad them to the altar
He once bought soome booces of Girl Scout cookies, then offered selfies fo passars-
by as an enticement to bay. He fond & woman's student ID and used his Twitter
feed tn get it back o her.

What do college students want most in 3 mate?

Time magazine reports that researchers asked 2,700 college smdents to namow
down the characteristics that were most important to them in a lifetime mate, and
one emerged ffom all culbmres: kindness.

Eindness works for churches: Congregations in Califomia are responding o
the state's housing crisis by sharing their parking lots with people who live in
cars, providing mobile shomrers for the homeless, and explonng ways o boild
affordsble apartments on their own land One minister explained: “This is just one
part of how we live out our faith ™

Eindness works for managers: according to Forbes, science now shows that it's
more productive to praise people for their snccesses than to correct their mistakes.

Eindwess even works for popes: Pope Francis hosted 1,500 homealess and
needy people for hmch yesterday as the Foman Catholic Church marked its World
Dray of the Poor Last week, 3 mobile clinic was set up in 5t Peter’s Square,
where vohmteer doctors gave free specialist bealth care 1o the poor.

Why is kindness so rare?

Why is kindness newsworthy? One reason is thar it is so rare.

The Times reparter tells us that Hanks altered his schedule for their second
mmterview. They were in Santa Fe, with an elevation of 7. 200 feet, and the reporter
had zone to sn urgent cars center for ooy gen that morming.

So, Hanks changed his plans for the day and met her ahead of their appoint-
ment 50 she could leave towm earfier. She comtrasts his praciowsness with oumer-
ons other celebrities she has mterviewed who ware notewoerthy for their medeness.

A secnlar cultare that defines our success by prosperity doesn't lesve much
margin for helping others find prosperity at our expense.

“Onr citizenship is not of this world ™

That's the negative side of our subject, so here’s the positive: when we eat
kindly those we don't have to freat well, we obey and emnalate our Lord.

Consider the obedience of kindness. Fesns maught us to “love vour @nemies, and
dio good, and lend, expecting nothing in refurn, and your raoward will be grear,
amd you will be sons gf the Most High ™ (Luks §:35). His best friend reinforced his
message: “Let us not love in word or talk bt ndeed and i toeth™ (1 Foln 3:18)

Mo let’s note the way kindness emnlates our Savior. James Koester of the
Society of Saint Jobn the Evangelist: “We Irve in 8 world where bds is king. Bar
our cittzenship is not of this world. We are ciizens of another conniry, whose king
is 3 servant, whose orb is a towel, whose scepter is a washbasin, whose croam is
hamility, and whose motto is service. As citizens and subjects of that kingdom,
we annot swear ulimste allegiance in any other way than taking np our towels,
holding our basins, and geting down oo our knees.™

However, ket's remember that one of the “fat of the Spirit” is “Kindness™
((Falanians 5.7} That's why we should pray todsy and every day for the Spirit o
help us be kind to those who need swch grace.

Why “everybody can be great™

On Febreary 4, 1068, Dr. Martin Luther Eing Ir. deliversd his last sermon
2t Ebenazer Baptist Charch He preached from Mark 10:43 whers Jesws stated,
“TWhoamaer would be praat among you must be your servant.™ Dr. King offered
these observations:

“Bvervbody can be great because everybody can serve. You don't have to
hawe a college degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject and your
verh agrees o serve. You don't have to know about Plato and Anstotle to serve.
You don't have to know Emstein’s theory of relativity to serve. You don't have to
know the second theory of thermodynamics i plysics to serve.

“You only need a heart fnll of grace, a soul zensrated by lowe. And yon can be
that servant. ™

Wil vou “be that servant™ today?

Jim Danison Ph.D speaks and writer on cultural and covnfemporary fssues. Hix
daily column is distributed to more than 113,000 subzcribers in 208 counirias.
See more on the website www denizanfonimorg. Copyrighted and printed by
permission from Demizon Forum

g 1.7.“ ':I-"f:- fﬂ+*_| li"]'l'"l i H]T :r___"-':' T""‘F
U ST B .Lf I AANIY

A TN j*rpr Tl 'rm. Tl:u
0 "R TR

L 'l"'u.-,_ ~,

\WESTERN
[}Z}Lle

« NOTERIGTE POR BRING A ORRARWALYR .
« ENOTT 6 BR "TLANENIST" 29 LOOR 1N ¥HN JUIORS .
«LRORMDANT POR A BELD AWD DELIDIOUE FLATER -

South Hwy 226

828.765.9151 | ..o e errm tusar

I‘ Rebirement

Resource Managemenb

Educablon, Analysis and Consulbing

Steven W Gaito, CFP®

Did you know your IRA or 401(k)
plan could be a tax time bomb?

As McDowell County’s only
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
| help people pay less taxes on
these plans.

Mention this add for a free analysis
of your qualified plans. (IRA, 401(k)
or 403(b)).

68 South Main Street, Suite 200
Marion, NC 28752
(828) 559-0299
Steve@retirerm.com fwww.retirerm.com
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Will God say, “Well Done™?
By Rev. John B. Sorensen

When you amive in Heaven do von want to hear God say,
“Tell done zood and faithfil servant™? I do, and T hope you
de too.

Ve know that God is the “guthor and finisher gf our fimth ™
(Hebrews 12:2) but finiching sorong isn't something that just
happens. It nmst be worked oo

Cme way we can finish stwong is o share pur faith. One of the East conmnands
Tesms left us was o “po and make disciples gfall nafons ™ (Mdatthew 28:18).

When we share our fxith infentionally, we bear eternal fait. Peaple will give
their lives to God. This is not zood news for 8 moment. This is good news for
eternity! The fimit of our obedience will Last forever And, prayinz with oteers to
receive the free Fift of etermnal life is one of the preatest joys that we, as halievers,
CHO EXPETIENCE.

Iz this what you live for — t0 share the best news of all with the people aronnd
you? Ars you being & lght to your family? Your fiends? Your neizhborhood? Yoar
world?

I've met many believers whose main purpese is 1o reach others for Jesus Christ
They have sumendered their lives to what the Lord has called them to do, to Live for
His glory, and to use the talents that God has entmasted to them to spread His Eng-
dom. I have no doubt they will finish strongz and hear the words, “Well done ™

Let me tell vou, there is nothing more rewarding thean knoming you are being
faithfol to our Lord's Great Conmission and that yoa have had a part i telling
people bow they can zo o Heaven someday.

Dip you want o make shanimg the Gogpel part of your daily lifestyle™ You can
Start right now:

1. First, surrender your lifs, your will, and your fiture to God. Determine to obey
Hirm i all ways, including the Grest Conunission.

2. Ask God to Gl you with deep compassion for those who are lost around von —
the ones who are 3 heartbeat sway from etemity, with or without God.

3. Infenticaally share the Good Wews of etemal life with the same love and com-
passion that God showed ws.

4. Confimue to disciple those who pray to receive the free gift of eternal life and
help them srow in their faith

Ax followers of Christ, the greatest lepacy we can leave is to be remembered as
those who tslked about Fesus and the Gospsl. Let's finish well together and strive to
hear those coveted words, “Well done, my pood and farthfol servant ™

Rav. John B. Sorensen, DD iz the President/CED af Evangelizm Explosion Infer-
nafional, headquartered in_drden, N.C. EE has been a lepder in equipping Chris-
figns fo share their faith for more than 50 yemrs. For more fhoe Sps and resourcas,

Visir evamEelsmemioTion ore.

Hello from The Shire!
By Mancy halik
Avery Covngy

Christmas time is near, always a wonderful thne here in
ihe High Country of the Blue Ridge; Avery County. Awery i 2
County sends ouf thonsands of Christmas trees every year o 8
the rest of the connry and the world! What a great thing to |
be remembered for; Chrisimas Trees. Martin Luther, n the
early 1500s, as a devoted Christian is =aid to have bronght
=n evergreen into his home and decorated it with Lights to symbolize God's ever-
green life and the light of Christ.

Christians have had wavs of celebrarmg the birth of Christ for cenfuries and
conmtries around the world join together to remernber the birth of a precicas baby,
sent from hesven for our sonls! Here, the celebration is finll of joy for His birth!

Brends Kav and Kenny Melton are great examples of people who give with
all their hearis! Brenda Kay, owner of Brenda Kay's fabrics and florals, across
the streef from our new commuanity pool in Mewland, and her son, Kenny, gather
toy donations and money every fall from the people of the connmmity to donate
to the Niswonger Children's Hospital and Sahvation Arnmy in Johnson City every
Diecember.

The Melton's hearts are bage, but their way to raise money and get toy dona-
fions is sweet. If vou would like to donate to this loving canse, please stop by
Brenda Eay's shop and do that. Look around at her beautiful meentory of fabrics
and florals. They are uniqne. She creates vases of besuty for events from new
bahies to weddings and bevond . Great gift ideas are thers and crafts to creste as
your heart desires!

Fenny will have his 18-wheeler parked out in the Foses/Tnzles shopping center
in early December for donations to his worthy canse. Please bring vour donations
of new toys, not used, as the children at the hospital cannot take them due to their
commpromised inwmme systems.

Brends Kav also makes thousands of red bows for garland for the Christ-
mas season and her store is full of life. If vou ever nead prayer, stop by, One is
always ready!

Mermest Chrisomas, beautiful Avery County. We are blezsed bevond belief to
live n 3 gorgeous part of the comniry, that loves the Lord so much and shows it!
Nemey Malik and her hushand moved to_dvery Cownty in 2007, Her husband
paszed in 2018, She iz a member of Heaton Christian Church. Nancy taught
preschool, elementary school and middle school over many years. She iz the
grandmorthar of eight!

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

-

Best time of the
year to buy a home!

September 1-December 31

(828) 433-8455

1276 Burkemont Ave
Morganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com

www. bremews . com
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The Christmas Wish
By Timothy W. Tron
Burke County

Ay time af Crossnore meay have ended recently as
the Lord has led me elsewhere, but there will forever
be a piece of me in that special place. There were many
beartbreaks, many moments where you felt your heart
being tom in two. OF all the many nnexpected Blessings,
my fondest memory is that of bedtime. Por not only did it
mean the end of & nsnally very trng day was at hand. g
it also allowed for us staff, Cottaze Parents, to perform the duties of putting to bed
the little ones.
soiftty and cherishing thedr langhter Then when it came time to mck them in fior
the nizht and quiethy leave the room, they would be one more request Before you
conld make if to the door, they would ask for one last favor; to pray with them
For every prayer lifted, you could always be assured of ope request that was never
you please pray that I zet to 2o home soon.™

Your heart would break once more as that tender voice spoke in sweet, bushed
tomes.

Mo mater how close we might have felt to each child, no matter the bonds thar
were formed, you knew then what martered most in their little hearts; going home.
The stories from which they had survived were often borrific and beyond belief.
The majority of them were there becanse of no fanlt of their own. Their onky wish
was to return to a place that kad cansed so0 much manoma, so much bleskness, that
it created an environment so unhealthy that they had been physically removed for
their own safety. Yet, each one, no matter how severs the despair, would ask to
Temm.

It wonald literally tear your heart into pieces
as tears wonld come to your eyes esch night you
closed your eves to pray for them.

They knew that no maner what, the Chil-
dren’s Home was not their booe, but the place
from which they came was their mae home, if in
name only.

Likewise, Jesus knew that this world was not
hi= home As he said in the gospel of Matthew,
“dned call mo man your father upon the earth:
Jor one is your Father, which &5 i heaven. ” And
be reminded his disciples in the gospel of Tohn, “They are noi of the world, aven
az Iam not gf the world. ©

Unlike those forsaken children at Crossnore, Tesus knew that this earth was not
his horee. He was also aware that his Heavenly bome was not his bome in name
omly, bart that He was of his Father. He, Jesus Christ, was and is the Son of the
only one mae Living God, sent to earth to die for the sins of the entire world, and
even those yet to come; even those liffle children who asked for prayers in His
Holy nams.

How pracions it was to hear of those Httle voices lifting m prayver their nesds
and concems of others. S0 often they would pray for those whom they felt less
formmnate; when in truth, they wrere more needfinl It was obvious what Feaug
meant when be caid in the gospel of Marnhew, “Syfier litle children, and forbid
tham rot, fo coma umte wme. for gff such I the kinpdom of heaven™

We might imazine one night, 35 Mary knelt beside the bed of the yvoung Jesus,
that he oo, might have asked for the same prayer How hearfbroken Mary might
have been at first if Tesus would have asked that same question, “Plezse pray that I
mizht go home soon o be with my real Father, ™ bt when she realized the miracke
to with which she had been glorifed she would heve known that it was the outh.

Yes, the birth of Jesus Christ, God in the flesh was the answer to the curse
of zin from the first man Adam We celsbrats aach year this precious gift and
with each zezson those forpotten children suffer the heartaches of being away
from their home. Although they are richly rewarded with bountifol bleszings of
donations snd ddings. they wounld guickly tell you in the end the gifi they wonld
prefer over any other, was not one of this world, not of the flesh, bt that o retum
bome; to go from whence they came.

And so, it was with Christ; that be too may retum to His Father when his work
on earth was done; his meat as he called it; to do the will of His Father

Each of us can be thankful that when we walk with Christ, we to0, can claim
the victory in defeating death because of his sacrifice for our sins. “Let ws go forth
thergfore unfo him withou? the camp, bearing hiz reproach. For here have we no
confinume cify, but we seek one fo come ™

Yes, this world is not our own, but that which is in Heaven that kingdom to
come.

So, this Christmas season, be thankful to have mm eanthly home with all the niches
of the season But most of all, pray for those little ones separated from their
mommies and daddies, for whatever reason. And at the end of the day, when the
gifts are opened and the last dish washed pray this prayer. That oo matter where
on this earth we might be, that as Jesus said, “For it iz written, 45 T ihve, saith the
Lowd, every Enae shall bow to me. and every fomgue shall conféess to God, ™ that we
all may ton someday finally go to our real home, that which is in Heaven,

And in this Chrisnmas season fake a moment to give thanks for all you have
theat is ot of this werld. And Iastly, be sure to say 2 praver for those who are less
formnate because they might be closer than you think.

Merry Christmas o all.

Thanks be to God.

“Thay are not af the warld, even as Iam not gf the world “-In 17:16

“Let uz go forth thergfore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.
For hera have we no continuing city, buf we seek one to come. "-Heb 13:13-14

Timochy W Trom iives in Collermoille, NCowith hiz family. He is the formar
Director qf the Trail qf Faith in Faldeze, where ke sill velunteers and helps with
fours. He mow feaches Math full time ar Watouea High School in Boonwe. He i
the authar gff a new Chriztian sertes, "Children of the Light, " with the firss book
baing, "Bruecks to Heaven, ™ and kiz recent book, baimg the second, "The Light in
the Darknesz. " He is an acthwe blogger, artizt, and musician. Timorhy also kas a
B3EE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker. He can be reached ar iwirom@ine. com

Awnd she brenght forth her frsthorn son, and wrapped ki in ovaddling clothes,
and lgid him in a manger; because there was no reom for them in the i
Lnke 2:7

DELLINGER'S

» Devotionials
S : * Clothing
Christian Book & Gift Shoppe o Benmeeiey
= Ee S  Bibles
225 Lozt Avanise - Sprace Pine, NG 28777 » Gifte Cifte Cifte

Wior-Sat :30am-5: 30pm - (E281765-7184

When Medicare isn't enough

BlueMedicare Supplement-
Original Medicare covers only a portion of your medical

. Get additional with one of our most
popular plans, Flan G, for people ape 65 and over!
* Virtually no paperwork

= All from a local company with over 85 years of experience

* Blue Medicare Supplement offers an exercise and
healthy-aging propram on most plans

Just $99.75 [ month at age 65"

| c—

EbenConcapts

SAAPNLEIYEE BEMEFITS
1-828-765-3499

alellis @ abenconepts.com

Phone:
Emiail:

@@WBM&M
of North Carolina

Meesrn plans o it your needs

Contact your suthonizd Blua Cross end Blue Shiald of North Caroling (Blue Cross NC| sgant for cosls
end further detais o mqun,llnMurI, exchusions and torme undarwhich the palioy may ba
continuad in foroe. Keithar Blue Cross NC nor is egants eraaffilebed with Medicana or endorsed by

1ha LLE. government. EMS G, 12418, * Benafit quotad end rru'rﬂi; premium |rnﬂHlf|:|r Pen Eja ng
e femele, non-tobacss end i offedive umil May &1, 2020. 1 Bead on Blus Cross NC intamal deta,
Mecwamibar 2003, Aetas are subjert tocheange Juna 1 of eech year, but membens will not besinglad out
Tor premium inoraases hased on their ndwiduel haahh &, Marks of the Blus Cross snd Blus Shidd
Aamoviztion. The sgency is an ind gpand et ety thet hes been ngpairl:ﬂd & an autheried agent of Bl
Cross MC. Bluo Cross MG is an independant lizarsse ofthe Bl ard Blug Shial Assoaition.
Liz1eab, 318
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December 2019 - Blue Eidge Chnstian Mews page 27



Bits ‘n Pieces

Regional News

Bapfists on AMission - Mission teams are neadad to do Vacation Bible School, Evan-
gelstic Cureach. and Constrocton projects in our parmer states of Alaska, Venmont,
Maine, and Pennsylvania. Mission tesms can make 3 great impact in reaching these
conummmities fior Christ. Visit our website for full ists of projects at hips.\baptisson-
nuizsion g Mission-Projects United-StatesMew-England or contact M Baptists on
Mission at 219-457-5607 or mabemathymnchaptist.org

. Dieep Impact Eids, Are you looking for a mission oppormumity for the children m youar
church? Disep Inmpact Eids wall be serving in mamy conummities across the state with
now for 3 weekend nrint-wesk or fioll week at one of these locations: Camp Cale. Bed
mﬁmmmcﬂeﬂ,nmmcﬂm For mars infommation

Events at the Billy Graham Library —

Eids Paint on the Patio Decernber 10, 2019, 2:00 —4:00 and December 17, 2013,
2700 — 4200 Celebrate the tme meaning of Christmas at the Billy (Grabam Library with
& children’s craft on our heated pado. Children will be led and coached o exercise thesr
artistc ahilites (no matter the skill level) in cresting 8 Christmas-themed cratt 1o take
haomes.

Snacks, wanm donks, and storytime will be incheded 35 we gather together for thas
Wmmﬂuggaﬂﬁrdﬂd:magallmﬂmﬂ“em
iz 525 per child Space is bmited All sales are final wo refimds provided.
Craft om the Patio (Aduls) December 11, 2019, 2:00—4:00

Take a break from the busyness of the season for a relaong aftemoon at the Billy
Grabem Library. Exercise your artistc shilities (no metter your skill level} and crafta
holiday decor item to take bome &5 2 remindar of the true mesnine of Chnstmas.

Snacks and wanm drinks will be provided as we gather together for this Christmas-
themed activity. Sugpested for adults snd teenazers (apes 12+). The costis 325 per
person. Space is limited All sales are final, no refimds provided.

Paint on the Patio (Auduls) December 18, 2019, 2:00 —4:00

Take a break from the busyness of the sezson for a relswme sftemoon at the Bilby
led by a professional artist fo create 3 beaatifinl camees to take home 25 3 reminder of
the true meaning of Christres.

Snacks and wanm dnnks will be provided as we gather together for this Christmas-
themed peinting activity. Suggested for adulis and teensmers (ages 12+). The cost is
325 per person.

Ombudsman Program - Vohmteers needed to advocate, proftect the nights of long-
term care residents
EBoone, MC (Tane 26, 2019) — The High-Country Area Azency on Aging Lonz-Tenm
Care Oioiadsmen Program is calling for vohmieers in Awery, Michell and Yancey
Coumties Volunteer ombodsmen also knoam as Commmmumity Advisory Committes’s
(CAC) serve as advocstes fior pesidents living n pursing homes and sssisted [ving
CAC members are rained, certified voluntesrs who are assizped to 2 loczl long-
ftemm care facility to advocate for residents” nghis.
T lesmm mare shont becoming 2 vohmteer cmbudsman or to reguest su application,
call Sevie Fohn at (B28) 265-5434 Ext. 124 or visit the High-Couniry Ares Agency on

Azing website at www highcoumiryaging oz
BIELE 5TUDY FELLOWSHIF - Acts and L etters of the Apostles
In The Acts and Letters of the Apostles smudy, we see evidence of God's Unstoppable

Sipimit, the growth of His Unstoppable Charch, and the Unstoppable wimess of His
people. Join ns for this incredible sody. Wiomen Bagin Thursday, September 12

- Bollmy 7, 20200
Women’s Day group meet (@) First Presbyterian Charch, Spruce Pine 10 am-11:30
am Mitchell County Women's Evening sroup meet (2 Grassy Creek Baptist

Church, Sprace Pine 545 pm-7:15 po RMitchell Coumnty

Men's Begin Tuesdsy, September 10, Mhen meeat (1) Higgms Methodist Chumch,
Burmnswille §:55 prm-8-25 pm — Yancey County Contact: Iancy Ball (843)507-1196
{Day Women) - Angzie Woody (825)467-3830 (Evening Women)

Awery County

Christmas Services Af Mountainside Lutheran Church

bonntainside Luthersn Chmnch in Timalls fvites you to celebrase the Advent ses-
son with Sundsy worship semices af 10am Char Christmas Eve sarvice is schadnlad
for December 24 at & pm and our Christmas Day service af 10 am. For the first time,
Moumtaineide 15 offering 3 Chnistmss Day senvice for memibers and goests in the area.

“Te imvite you to join vs in warship for our special Christmas services.” states Pas-
tor Bryan Chestmat, “celebrating the besutifol and powerfil love of God, who daells
smong s, to fill v with the joy and pesce of Jesus™

Centerpieces of the church during the holidsy sesson are a towering Chrismon res
decorated with numeTons cmarments that are hendorafted by members of the doarch
and a large handmade créche.

Monntainside Lutheran Church 3 memiber congresanon of the Lutheran Chanch
Missoun Synod, is located on the prounds of Camp Linn Haven on 15 Hary 221/
WC-18] pear Linvilla. Wit the chomch website at wamsy monntzinsidehtheran org or
contact us at mountamsidelciabellsout net or 828-733-4404.

Burie County

Catawha Biver Baptist Asseciation —Mission Insight Training - Missionlnzight is
2 tool that enables churches fo batter nnderstand their congregations and conmmmity

&t large and 1= free to each of our CRBA chorches. It nmiquely intezrates information
shount your congrezation and visitors with demopraphic and anabytical toals to help
projects are most peeded ahead of time, what i= nesded in your peighborhood amd what
may be chanzins in your conmnunity before those chenges happen, enabling yon to
December 185 at 10 am_ st our CRBA office in Morganton This free mraining will be
lina. Whether a pastor, staff member or darch leader, this training will belp yon &5 you
plan to reduce kosmess in vour comnumity. While this is free, each person is encour-
zged o call our CRBA office at B28-437-0137 so we can belp you be prepared for this

How do you take a new Christian and help themn to beomme 2 reprodncing disciple?
That s 3 question ey have gsked mmd have had difficnlty findine fhe answer To help
our leaders tram their chrch members to become reproducing disciples we will train
participating pastorsleaders for 10 weeks begimming Tamnsry 21stat 10 am. at ear
CEEA office. We (Chock Camphbell and T will be demonsiating the &3 discipleship
ool (The Imperative Life of 3 Chriss Follower) for the parpose of doplicsting if in our
CEEA dwrches. We will first be gzining pastors and staff amd then il offer to other
lemders. If you are mferested in being wained in nsing this wonderfol discipleship toal;
meeting weekly for ten weeks and then reproducing it in others, please give usa call at
our CREBA office.

Cror Amymes] Toy Store Mmistry i3 approaching quickly, and we are noar
voluntesrs to serve foar-honr shifts from December Oth fhronsh the 11th The opporta-
= Shoppers
= Conmsedors
= Chuorches to bring a meal for the volmiesrs
= Pepple to check-in our guests
= People to help sst-up on Smmdsy aftemmoon (December B8 beginming at 1 pm
= People to help clean-up on Wednesday afiemoon (December 11th) begmming at 2
pmL

‘We are celebrating 25 years of consistent ministry to Burke Counnty families dorng
the Chrisimas sesson. Plesze jon us by praying and vohmieering. To vohiteer please
call our CRBA office at E28-437-0137.

Downtown Morganion Events — December 3. 2019 — Morganton Christmss Parade
&t 600 pm;. December 14, 2019 —Holiday Farmers R{arkes — 10:00 — 2:00 pm at
Forganiom Wi Markes, 111 Morth Green Sireet; Diecember 17, 2019 at 7200 pm, The
5 Browmns -City of Morzanton Mmmicips] Avditorom, 401 5 College 5t Holidsy Car-
riaze Fides, Movember 23 — Diecember 28 2019; 0

Where: 102 East Union Soeet — Camiaze pick up will be located on the Ezst Union
Side of the Courthonse Sgnare; When: Frodays and Saturdays Movember 23-Diecember
28; 5:30-2:00 po; There is no better way to view downtown Morgantom s Choistrnss
lLighis than with a horse-drmm camiage nde through toam. Whether it is a romsntic eve-
ning fior two or an evening out with the famdly, enjoy camizze rides in dovwniown Mor-
Eanson thronshont the bolidsy season. Tickets are 55 fior Adnls and 3 for Children 12
and under; Carriaze Fides may be booked begmmines at 5300 pm on the night of vour
preferred rids. Mo advanced bookings will ooour Canoling Carmiaze Comupenyy staff will
be co-site (E=st Union . . Soest adjacent to Courthouse) beginming at 5:00 pm fo tke
yiour reservation. Fides begin at 5-30 pm and will depant from the Courthonse Souars
on Bast Union Soeet |esting approcamately 20 minutes; Mo call shead resermvations are
sccepted Camiaze Rides are offered every Friday and Saturday from Movensber 23nd
twouzh December 28th (Fres camiase nides offered on Sanmday, Movember 23rd. First
come, first served). Be sure to dress wannly as these rides oconr afier dark!

Great Hope Seventh-Diay Adventist Chuorch - CHRISTRAS MUSICAL CONCERT
with lowely and nich soprano voice of MMonsgne JTenkins, scoompamied by Fady Cobl
on the piano. This will be on Setrday, Decemvber 14, at 7:00 pm. Great Hope Seventh-
dany Adventist Chnach, 2007 US Higlmay 70, Morranton (soross from Foothills Threft
Store in Drexel). Free admiszion

JIEDC Anmual Christmas Parade - Diec 5, 2019, 3:00 Pi - The Center's pates will
close at 2:30 m order to get everyone parked before the event begins. The Christmas
Parade zt J. Iverson Rliddle Developments] Center will featrs marching bands, fire
tmacks, fioats and 2 visit from Santa Clans. The whole Smily will enpoy this free event
Call (B28) 438-6586 for more information. 1. verson Faddle Developmental Cen-
ter 300 Enola Foad, Morganion, BC 28655

Morganton Seventh-day Adventst Church Events - The Giving Heart Thrift Shop is
OPEN every Tuesday and Thorsdsy from 10000 am - 5:00 pm. Like us on Facebook
at (@ithegivingheartthrifishop, The Giving Heart Thrift Shop & a mimistry of the Mor-
santon Seventh-day Adventist Church

God's Closet - Morganton FREE Shop Diay! Tost in time for the Christmess shop-
ping sezson’ Sandsy, Novernher 3, 2019, from 200 pm. - 5:00 pm  at the MMorganton
Seventh-day Adventist Church 2137 Jamestown Fosd Bdorzanton M.C.

£1.00 Enmrames Fea and then 3]l the clothine is FREE! Thers will be clothins for
children agas 0 - 18 years old! Also, FREE childcare while you shop or they may shop
with you, your choice!

Toumey Throngh Bethlehem takes place on Thursday, December S5th through Sun-
day, December Sth., from 630 pm. - 8:30 poo, each might Please join us for this inter-
active Mativity expenence! There will be Ive fanm animals. mnsic. hot chocolate, and
cookies! This event is completely FREE! Toumey Through Bethlahem will take place
gt the Morranton Seventh-day Adventist Chorch 2187 Jamestown Foad, Morzanton.
H.C. {Golf cart rides will be svailsble for handicap wisitors.

EBufherford College - Oor Avmrs] Christoiss Parsde and Town Hall Christmes will
take place on Satorday, Decenther 144 beginming at 1 pon. The Towm Hall Christmas

www. brenews. com
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will immediasety follow the parade incide.

Valdese Events

Miovember 28 through December 24 | Lights are on nightly from § pm to @ pm
Apple Cider & Hot Chocolate will be on sale for $1.00 m the visitor's center

Movember 30th: Shop Small! Shop Local! Shop Small Business Samrday!

Check out the local shops n Dovwntowm Valdese and support our kocal merchangs!
Drecember 7: Valdese Amma] Christmas Parade

Dioamitoam Valdese wall kick off the Holiday Sesson foom Church Sireet to Morgan
Smreet 33 Mam Soeet fills with everything from fire tmacks to go-carts! P&W Bailroad
Bfnzenm will keave an open honse at the (01d Fock School. Inferestad in being in the
parade? (o o visitvaldsze com o downlosd the free spplication.

Drecember 7. Movies at the Fock presenis A Choisoass Carol (20047

03d Fock School Anditorimm 7 pm | 52 Admizsion | Fesismation is prefemed | Visits
with SANTA!

Concessions will be available | Doors open at 6:30 pm

December 13-15 and December 20-21: Oid Colomy Players Chrisonaes — A Christmas
Siory

i0dd Fodk School Anditoriom | December 13,14, 20 and 21 at 7:30 pm; December 15
and 22 at 3300 pm | Go to oldoolomyplayers com or call B38-522-1150 for infa.
Drecember 13: Chnstmas in Valdese

Calehrate the Chrismias Sesson in Valdsza on the (4d Bock School fromt steps begin-
ningz a3t § pm. Brjoy a ree lighting celsbration with Santa and a special presentation of
Christmas Carols by the Valdese Elementary Schood Children.
Decemnber 14: Mingle with Fris Ermzle af the Old Finck School

Sponsored by the Valdese Fire Diepariment, the event will festure 2 pancake breakfast,
face painting . and meet I Freet with not ooty SANTA ut SPARKY too! Admission is
2 per person. 3 sessions will be available at 8:30 am. 9-30 am, 10-30 am and regjistra-
tion opens Movernber 15t at visitvaldese com

Lincoln County

Corinth Baptist Church, 7929 West MC 10 Hwy, Vale, NC 28168 (12 mile west of
Banoak Elementary School), will present s LTVE MATIVITY oo Friday, Saturday and
Sunday evenings December §, 7, & & from §-8 PR Lizht refrechments will be aexil-
ahie m the Fellowship Hall and crafis for children The event is FREE and open o the
public. For more information, contact the chorch office at T04-462-1547.

McDowell County

Cross Ml Tnited Methodist Church - Cross Mill United Methodist Chirch im Bz
Proceeds from the anction will o toward much-needed charch building repairs and oor
24/7 Sharing Food Paniry Ministries. Awy business and/or mdividus] donstions would
be sreathy appreciated  Call E28-460-9257, §28-242-8008 or £28-303-8700,

New Community Outreach Benefits WeDworell Famnvilies with Children Teens for
Christ B EA B Closet

(Baby Equipment mnd Fesomrre Closet) - Bezmnine Wednesday, Auznst Ist, 2018 the
youth group st Cross United Blethodist Cluoch located at 85 West Cross Street in Mar-
iom will lnmch 3 new oureach minisiry benefitng famdlies aath children The oureach
will be open the 15t and 3rd Wednesdays of the month £:00 to &30 pm and the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays 2:00 to 11:00 a.m. For more information or if you are nterested
i vohmeeer opportanities call (228) B03-2790 or emall TeensforChristBEAFcloset(m
yahoo.com

First Bapiist of MMarion - The Children's Committes i creating 8 hivrary fior the chal-
dren and families with the charch snd daycars. We are sccepting donations of mewr and
zently usad books for children of all 27es and reading levels, as well a5 resources for
parents. The donations will supplement the selacton of books ourently on hand. Plesse
leave donstions in the main office. Thank you!!!
A Christrmss Minsical- Heartstrings - I yon love Chostmas stones and the impact they
can have on your faith. then we have 8 new story for you this Christmas Season!
In less then 3 moath, the FBC Mamon Christmss stage prodocton begins. Join
ns fior this three-week developing story about angels, mosicians, life getting massy,
and God working Chrisunss miiracles! The story is told through 2 vanety of new and
Wednesday Evenmes December 4. 11, and 18 §:30-T:15 pm Yoath hfmistry
Center

Mitchell County

Anmmal Christmss Parsde — Samrday, December 7, 2009 — &:00 — 7:00 pm. Join the
town of Bakerswille to celebrate the holsday season!

Celebrate Fecovery - This is a Christ and Biblical Based Propram siving hip and help
for men, women, and families suffernmy from addiction. Ay guestions contact JTosh
Wised 355-0041

There will be a meetng every Thorsday night with someone there fo talk o men,
wiomnen, and their families. There is also a Children's program.

Crassy Cresl Bapfist Church - We will have o Christrzss programs on December
15th The Cantads “The MName JTesns", will be Sunday morming st 11 am service and
our Yoush Play, “Tiwas the Clash Before Christmas™, Sunday night @) 6:30 pm. The
candlelizht service will be on December 22nd at &30 pm. Thank yoo very nmch for
your b=lp.

Jonrmey to the Manger - 2 Live Mativity - Samrday, December 21, 2019 at the Bak-
ersville Cresk Walk from 6:00 — 2:00 pm. Don't mess this special event, browght to you
by ten bocsl chorches 2= part of Bakeroalle's Christmas ‘nesth the Boan festivitias.
Follow the Toumey, which bagins =t the Fire Deparmient end of the Cresk Walk, and
commences af the Manger to welcome the binth of Fesus.
The Fire Deparmment will be sallins hotdogs, chips & drnks staning 3t 4pm Thers
will be a bive Christmas performance after the Mativity and 4-H will sell s"'mores & hot
chocolate pear the Cresk Walk pavilion.

Atchell Couniy Chamber — A Dlonntain Christmess Trail of Lights Coming to
hlitchel]l Coumiy!

Calling all businesses, homeowners, churches and beyond!
Be a part of the 2019 Mountain Christmas Trail of Lights!
Diecorats your home. busmess, and irees. fences everythine that doesn’t move, or for

Be a part of this wonderfol event tdhat will be 2 gift to our conmonity and a wonder-
il event for visitors to oome and enjoy!

The Mountain Chrestmss Trail of Lights will ma fiem the Bine Bidee Parkoaay o
Bakersville and pomis beyond alons WC 126

Special emphaszis will be placed on Downtown Bakersville, Spnace Pine and the
conununites along the wail to let folks know the side roads and bollers that are deco-
rated and swailsble to be seen

The Trail bepns on Movember 24th and continues through January 1st, 2020! There
will be more details to come but for now, belp share the word!
Spruce Pins Dommtowmn Events
TRAC Smdio Tour - Discember 6-8th. Mhschell & Ymcey Coummty

The Mafional Tay of Prayer - The Mations] Diay of Prayer for 2020 will be hald on the
first Thursday of May, the Tih, 2020, Please waich fior updates thoongh the npooming
months. Call 239-248-2130 if you are inferested in prayins for tis Mational Day of
Prayer, "for such a time 3 this".

Tipton Hill Commumity Foundation (Tipton Hill} — Coumtry Breakfast, the first Sat-
urday each month, 7:30 — 10:30 am at the ofd Methodist Charch, across from Jemry™s
Store. Ciome join vs for homemsde sausaze. scrambled epgs, ranvy, jellies, juice, and
coffes. Eat-in or take-out, all fonds supporn the Tipton Hill Comnmmity Fonndaton.

Toe Biver Arts

December §-8, 2019 10:00 — 5:00 Tour Time

four in ithe coumiry; you will find crafispecple and artists in nearly every medinm. many
tops in their fiald and several new-to-the-tour partidparts.

FEEE, mnd self-guided, this adventare will lead you fo some nmique places sifusted
beraeen Mt Mitchell and Foan Moumtaim Visitors ravel through valleys, past sireams,
across mvers, over hilliops, and expenience breathtsking moumiain vistes 25 they make
ther journey through the Toe Fiver Ars region. Meet the ariists, see where they create
amd whera they live.

T Fiwer Arts will sponsor 2 Meet-The-Arist reception &t their Sproce Pins locs-
tien on Friday evening, December & from 530 — 7:30 pm after the tour closses for the
dany. A sampling of participants will be on display geopraphically so one can plan g
route fior the rest of thedr joumey:

For more informstion. please call 828 882 7215

Ta¥a Village - We are apnouncng the Opening of Ya¥a Village Conmnencial-Shars
Eitchen!

We've realized there's a gap that neads to be filled between the producton of local
food and their consumption. That's winy we started Ya'¥a Village Commercial Shared-
Use Kitchen so that we could provide a cenified area a3t 3 reasonsble cost for kocals
ying o sell their prodocts. This way we strive o belp copummnity enmepremenrs with

So, 1f yom emve A prodoct you want to mertket and sedl (like pames, jelliss haked
goods, etc ) or if you need a conmencial kitchen for catering, having a private Pop Up
dinmer hosting 3 class or whatever you're imaginine- we hope our Shared Use Eitchen
can provids vou with 2 solution.

Ciomes vigit our space, met an spplication and let vs talk o see what i that yon have
in mind!

e are also serving hinch on Teesdays and Tharsdsys from 12200 pm to 2:00 pm

Yancey County

Bornsville Christmas Parade — Satundsy, December T, 2019, 1:00—3:00 pm. Come
ount and enjoy the Bumsiille Christmes Paradie throupgh downtowm Bumsinlie BC. A
ereat kickoff to the Chrisomes Seaspn

Feed-A-Child Yancey Connty - Hizgine fills bags on the second Tussdsay of each
month We have been formmete to have enough voluntesrs to fill the bags so far. They
are going to contimae the proeram this summmer through the charches i the connby that
have Wedpesday night meazls. I von beve any questions sbout Feed-A-Child they can
be directed o Bill & MNancy Watkins at 828-675-5367.

West Burnsville Baptist Clmrch —Mineteenth Armus] Christmas Pageant — Chriss-

mas Umsrapped. Perfonmances will be Diecember 7 at 7:00 po, Decernber 8 at 10030
= amd 3200 pm. Diecember @ af 7:00 pm. West Bumsville Baptst Church, 273 West
Burmsville Cinarch Foad Bumsville, MC. All performances are free. Bring your fam-
iby and friends and expect o recsive 3 blessing! Beservations for large sroups can be
made by calling the church st (825) 682-3000.

warw. brenews com
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Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

Our mission at Seven Homes is to reach out to vouth in need of
~ love, safety, and stability. The therapeutic vision of this mission
is to serve the needs of the whole child.

Allen's Offerings

Lights of Home
B Allen Buchsnan
Mitchell County

While amending college ar McDowell Tech, I zot a par-
time job in the evenings from 5-10 pm. Theat meant Tams
driwing Mondsy-Tinnsday Highoray 2217228 o Bakersville.
Driving chming the daytime was okay bur I dide’t like driving
that far after dark Espertslly since T had to doive up Coxes
Creek (226). If vou're not familear with this roate, it's 3 sieep,
winding road that tockers use aroumd the chock. Mamy ac-
Cidents and, anforhmestely, desths have oocumred. [ know people that don't like to visit
us becanse they despise dwe moumntain road so omch.

When doving toward home and spproaching the Woodlsan conummnity, if you look
uprward slightly o your left on a clear might you can see the lghis of businesses at the
top of Cioowes Creek. Purther fo the East, the lights of Linde Switzerland and Big Iynn
Lodge glow A feeling of peace wonld come over me that the weather was okay. Mo fog
or snow to slow me down. I T didn't see amy lights fear would fill my bensz.

Cme earty Spring might. dowm on the fieor of Woodlawm, I couldn’t see 2 smele Heht
on the momvtain. T could feel the fear creep in as T gripped my stesrins wheel A frer
nming left off 221, 1 drove 2246 fior showt 2 miles before fog coversd the road I a sherp
curve befiore me. I slowed my car domm fo 10 mph and even slower as I contimeed. It
wasn't lomg before T bost ooy way. [ waited for other car lights snd none came. What
seemed bike an hour past and T wondered what was aroand me? [ have no clue as o why
I god ot of ooy car thinking T coald walk aronmd a Little snd iy to see where 1 really
wis. Less them & feet in froot of noy car was a guand rail. “What am I going to do™ 1
dedded to back up some and walt on another car. In a few minutes [ saw the lights of an
13-ahesler and thought T would follow it. I was sble fo do theat throuzh 3 omves uniil
it drove off and lefi me in the for slone szam. Did vou know you can pray wids yoor
eyes open and drive foo” I've done this often in bife. (God's prace browght me scooss that
moumian snd throngh the tick fog that might Even thoush I told my family T dom’t
want o work dowm there swyrmore and travel that road at mizght come meming rigit
back doom 226 [ went. As I wiite this, I reminisca back over all the mips in lifs that T've
made and how "m sl here, God's Grace is the only explanstion.

This past Jaly, cur family szid goodbeye to my mom. I was by ber badside shorthy
before she was greeted by our Lord! Druning those last moments, she sat up in bed and
stared at ber bedrsom wall. T doa't believe she saw 3 blank wall. T think she was gazing
&t the lights of that heavenly city, ber eternal bome. Beyond the fog of sickness, acnoss
the valley of de shadow of death are the lights of Home!. Shonly after her last eanthly
brexth she spoke with te wimost clarity, and probably szid: “T love yow, Jesns!™ He in
narm, said. ““Well dope my good and fxithfil servamt!™

Allem Buchaman is a fieelance Christian writer Allen attends Bear Creek Baprist
church.

Interested in
finding out more
about foster care?

Join us at our an
information session to
find out more.

December 10th
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Morganton, NC
RSVP to Sara Huffman
704-868-6278
sara.hutfman@7homesdkids.com
www.7homes4kids.com
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SEARCH (Sustaining Essential and Rural
Community Healthcare)

SEARCH Resumes Meetings

with ldeas and a Flan
By 5Susan Larsen, Co-leader

Besidents from across Mitchell and Yancey counties came
fogether recently o leam what SEARCH has planned and to
give feedback — as well a5 10 be fed af a prand conwmmity
dinner Before hearing about the plan, attendees reflected on
the izzues they see as critical to the health of their oom com-
onmites. The list was long, begmming with the need for jobs,
which Dhows Harrell said could be impreved if youne people were educated about

Having mesningfial activities for young and old alike was a need expressed
at one table. Participants said all
children, adults, and senior citizens
need greater acCess to exercise.
Elderty apanment dwellers got
specific attention, too, as they are
often lacking in panized acovi-
oes. All apes were included when
another table fornsed on food
IMEeCUTIly 35 an Issue.

A thresd nmming throughout the

and sddiction are taking on indi-
viduals, nsimesses, and families. : -
Srhell MtEa.'II of PATH discussed  SEARCH co-leader Earin Rolott describes
the day-long training (M-Y Com- the maw siratesic plan.

onmity Cares) receathy oomdecied -

oa the topic which anfmacted a
cross-secion of the Ccommuminy o
leam what addiction is and bow o
deal with it A related topic was
the effects of childbood frammns
which educatars are recognizing a5

a significant challenge to leam-
ing for children. Britt Kanfmann ‘;’

spake of the resiliency raining
which is becoming available to
teachers and the public.

SEARCH leaders revealad
ﬁ‘“‘mﬂ,pum of el SUategle o e Harmall from Tipton Fill talks with

an, developed with the belp of e
. i it or s o Mrﬁm:ﬁﬂm_ﬂvmmfmm
existence since Fune of 2017 when JHTIRE.

Blue Ridze Fegional Hospital decided to close Labor and Delivery, SEARCH
(Sustaimimg Essentiz] and Fural Convmmity Healtheare) announced its top thres
priarities going forward. Owne is to seek nooprofit stats, which wonld allow it o
broaden its scope by maising fimds, primarily through grants. Another is to make
the 100+ pages of material collected at 15 Listening Sessions in both counties ac-
cessible by topic on the SEARCH website for local agencies and nonprofits to use
And the third priority is to research access to care, in particular, charity cars, for
uninsured and low-income residents and to share the results broadly.

As @ healthcare advocate SEARCH is also focnsed on the specific needs of our
rural area. Of late that has mchided watching local issues such as the fiomare of
the Mitchell County Health Dieparmment and ambmlance service in hchell and
Yancey coumties, whose HCA confract expires in une of 2020, SEARCH expects
o adopt a new working mode] that combines two concepts. SEARCH will con-
fonuee to fonction as a backbone orpanization to collect, bold and unlize knowladge
while also being an incubator for kealth projects, responding o healthcare-related
issues and needs.

In order to achieve these goals, SEARCH will ne=d to identify people and
resources within the region and beyond. To date, the work has been accomplished
almost exchisively by a committed but small group of vohmbeers, who are seeking
others o join them. A list of ways people can zet involved and skills needed is
posied on the website, www. searchwnc oog

At the Movember meefing, a topic many people wanted o hear more about was
philanthropy. SEARCH leaders were able to share some very positive mmpres-
sions from a mesting they had the day before with Anfomy Chiang CEO of
Doswond Health Tmst. Knowing that the sroup wanted to hear more shout the
new foumdatons and how to access them, SEARCH Leaders said they'd explors
dewvoting the pext mesting early in 2020 fo the topic of philantiropy. The date and
detzils will be annoonced on the SEARCH website and in the local media_

Suzan Larson iz a co-leader of SEARCH. She resides in Mitchell Cowrly with har
hurband, retired pigesician D David Larzon,
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Grassy Creef
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (B28) 766-7502
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105 West Main St. Burnsville, NC
828-398-5943
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

Supporting Our First Responders
On Ocrober 29, the Committes on Transpoertation and Infrastruciure Committes passed H Con Fes. 37, to designate October 28 as
Matonal First Responders Dray. We owe the brave men and women who serve across the couniry as first responders a debt of gratitude
for the work they do to keep our conwrminities safe. I prondly sponsored this resohation becanse I believe first responders desene to be
recopnized for their commitment to safety, defense. and honor. This resohation alloars Americans to recognize and honor thedr service
and sacrifice for our country.

Fighting Baseless Impeachment Inguiry
Last week was the first time the American public was able to see the House Democrats” witnesses testify in public durnng the official
impeachment inguiry. Cwer the past six weeks, depositions have oconrred behind closed doors with selectively leaked informmation com-
ing from Adam Schiff Chaimman of the House Intelligence Committes, who has been blatantly misleading the American public.

The first two pablic bearmgs featured Ambassador to Ukraine, Bill Tavior, Depaty Assistant Secretary of State for European and Congressman
Eurasian Affairs, George Eent, and former Ambassador to Ukraine, Marie Yovanovitch. The bottom kine: none of these wimesses had Mark Meadows
first-hand knowledze of the phone call berween President Tromyp and President Felensky: Additionally, the military zid o Uktaine was 2022256401
nlfimately released without amy commifments from the Ukrainian President. www.meadows house gov

It is incomprehensible that some in Congress are working to impeach a doly elected president on bhearsay alone. As a member of the
Heuse Committes on Chrersight and Peform, Twill contimie to histen to the facts and fizht for the ransparency the American people
dezsrve.

Fighting for Federal Agency Transparency

I co-sponsored H B 4929 Too Long; Didn't Bead Act of 20109, This bill will improve and expedite the process of reading and filling
ont paperwork for federal benefits. Far too often, this task places unnecessary burdens on families and individuals with confusing lan-
gnage and lengthy forms. Americans vahie their time and deserve clear and concise communication with federal agencies.

The bill directs the Office of Management and Budget to require federal agencies to place important action items at the beginning of
their letters to Americans. They wonld also be required to imchide nformation swch as the deadline for the acton ibem, bow to complete
it, whether it is required or optional, and bow to contact the agency. This will soeamline the process of applying for federsl benefits and
will make rules and regulations easier for Americans to pavigate. I am proud to join Fep. Seth Bloulton and my colleagues in this bipar-
fizan effort o make the govermment more efficient for the people it serves.

Congratulatons to CA BE. of Transyhvania Coumty

The Depariment of Health and Human Services {HHS) is taking messures to prevent substance abuze in conmmmities across the
nation As part of that efforr, HHS awarded the T A B E. {Comnmnity Awareness Recovery Effort) Coalition of Transvivania Coumnty
Drup-Free Commnmities Project with a $125% 000 grant. The C_A B_E coalition is 3 prassroots non-profit organization fornsing on redwc-
ing substance abnse and mizuss in Brevard smd the sumounding area. I admire their dedication to 8 healthy and vibrant Transylvania
County and am glad their hard work is being recopnized.

Faith-Based Adoption

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced on Movembser 1 that the agency will not continwe enforcmg an
Cfbamia-era mule that forced faith-based adoption apencies to go against their relipious convictons by affinning pay marmiage or else nisk
being shut dowm.

This Obama-era practice was a violaton of the First Amendment as well as the Begulatory Flexdbility Act of 1980, which govems
the izsuance of certain federal regulations on small busineszes and organizatons. HHS will contoue to comply with applicable Supreme
Conart decisions and nondiscrimination provisions in the law. The discrefion of faith-based agencies when it comes o who they allow
adopting children in need and who become part of their foster care networks is based on religions conviction.

I appland HHS Secretaty Alex Azar for this cmcial step forerard in the Tromp Adminisoration’s effort to uphold relimions freedom
and the mle of Law in America for sil people. Any federal repulation that interferes with moral convictions is at risk of vielsting relizicnas
Iiberty outlined in the Conctitution. and impeding the incrediible work done by faith-hased apencies across the country to alleviate the
foster care Crisis.

NC House District 118

The General Assembly adjowmed on Cctober 31, 2019, to retum oo Movember 13, 2012 to votfe oo the newly redrawn Congressio-
nal maps ordered by the couart.

Upon rerurning we learmed of 5 additional bills thar had been ratified by the General Assembly tat since vetoed by the Govermor,
Thesa bills were given the veto stamp on 11-6-19 and 11-8-19.

Two of the bills that were vetoed are salary bills, HB231-UNC & Comm_  Coll Pay/Betiree Boms and 583534-5mengthening Edu-
cators’ Pay Act. These two bills provided salary increaces for the teachers in the public schools in addition to salary increases to the
employvesas of the URC-System, M.C. Community College System and a cost-of-living snpplement for retived teachers and state am-
ployess. SB35 also provided much-needed salary increases for public school personne]. The mdividuals impacted by the vete need an
answer as to why they were singled out.

Why on God's green earth would the WCAE (MO Association of Eduncators) representing the teachers, pulblicly state their support
Rep. Michele D. Presnell for these vetoes? What kind of crganization, on behalf of teachers, would tell their membership that a 0% raise is better than 2 3.9%

= net raize? As it stands now, the teachers and others will receive nothing, unless the Senate was to overmide the Governor’s veto when they
919-733-5732 Teturn in Jamaary.

LOOEING FORWARD. .. We were able to pass several bills that are very positive and will do a lot of gopd.

The House of Fepresentatives voted to add an additional $180 million in HE20D 2019 Storm FecoveryVar Budeget Comections.
This in large part is due to having our financia]l kouse in order and giving us the sbility to draw on addifional monies saved. The bill
appropriates over 5121 million from MC Savings Reserve Account for federal matching fimds and another 352 million of state emer-
gency fumds to sapport recovery from prior harmicanes to inclede Dorian, Florence, snd Matthew &= wall as Tropical Stonm Michae]
Addinonally, the funds will provide fexible local povemment loans to assist comomnities impacted.

5B356 — DOT Cash and Accountsbility was desperately needed to pull DOT out of a cash strapped hole to mest its financial obli-
gations. The state is facing work stoppages on hundreds of transportation projects and layeffs of potentially thousands of workers dae
to the curment cash problems at DOT. This bl will mest the immediate ransportation funding needs and provide sirict accountability
mezsures like cash balance reporting requirements from the DOT m the fatare. “While we have concerns abont bow the DOT amived
at its shortfall, this General Assembly is prepared to meet the immediate needs of stom victims in North Carolina and to support infra-
structare funding for our state’s rapid population and economic growth,” Speaker Moore said.

SB190-Child Sex Atmse/Srensthen Laws. The primary purpose of the bill is to protect children from sexual abuse while soength-
ening and modemizing sexaal assault laws, The bill encompasses the duty to report crimes, expands the stamate of limdtydons for
misdermeanor critnes against children protects children online from high-risk sex offenders, and extends civil statate of limitations and
requirements of frainimg. The passape of this bill was mnarimons in the House.

The eneral Assembly has adjourned vmit] Tamary 14, 20200 We have had some difficult days and confentious fimes during our
lomg session, bat we have managed to get some important things dons.

| ESSPANTTET I Gl

December 2019 - Blue Fidge Christian Mews page 32




Since Bepublicans gamed the majority in the NC General Assembly in the 2010 elecions, the
NC Sﬂﬂate Distrl'ct 47 far-left NC Association of Educators (NCAE) has focused on convincing the public and classroom
teachers that legislative Fepublicans ate anti-teacher. However, the numbers prove that nothing is
farther from the mmuth. Teachars have received seven consecative pay raises, and, in the Last five
years, teacher pay has increased by more than 20%, the third-hizhest rate in the nation. Average teacher salaries have incressed nation-
ally from 47th to 2%¢h, cumently second in the Southeast.

Gov. Boy Cooper clamms that he supports teachers, but the facts prove otherwize. He vetoed the 2017 and 2018 tudgets which
provided close to 10% in raises over the two years. Formmnately, the Fepublican supermajority in the General Assembly overrode Gov,
Copoper’s veto, ensuring that teachers did receive their promised raises. In the state budest, the General Assembly paszed in Tume teach-
ers were to receive a th and 7ih conzecutive raize. Tme to form, Gov. Cooper vetoed the teacher pay maise, leaving teachers with noth-
ing for the next two years. In an sttempt to provide the teachers a raize despite the Governor’s veto of the bodzet, Republican lepislators
pazzed 3 3.0% pay raise for teachers and sent the bill to the Governor for his simnature as 3 mini-bodget tem. Once again Gow. Cooper
vetoed a teacher pay raise.

Unforiunately, the teachers have been left high and dry, not only by Gov. Cooper bt also by the organization whose stated purpose
is adwocacy of teachers and public education. A recent report relsased by Democratic State Auditor Beth Wood reveals the CAE has
oaly 5,391 members on automatic payroll dedaction, which is about 5% of all teachers. The MCAE. in violation of the law, refuses to

Sen. Ralph Hise provide any additional infommation sbout its membership munbers, leaving the public to conclude that the MCAE probably only has
Ralph Hise(@ncleg net 5,3’5{1 mﬂn]}&ts._En,ﬂlE:HEAE,:whichre];:EmnEjustif’-’uufteathﬂf;:isﬁglﬁngtmlhmdm_iltqtaepmgmhﬂﬁ%ufte-achmf_rm

9197333460 getungapaymsp_kfs_msrmtnght@dﬂshuthﬂmm.ﬁhtkmdufmadmcrmgmmﬂmtﬂ]&:ﬁmhusthnul]"’.-'ﬁms.em

better than a 3.9%4 raize” And what kind of govemor agrees?
As always, please share yvour thonghis with me on these or other issnes related to the state government by emailing me af ralph.
hisefFmclez net or calling me af 919-733-3460.

CGovernor Cooper Fights Election Integrity Measures with Vetoes

Many of you recall that, after Gavernor Cooper's opposition o 3 proposed NC House District 86

Voter I law, the citizens of Morth Carolins voted m favor of a constimtional smend-

ment that wonld reqguire voters to present and display a photo ID when voting in person.

After the constitutional amendment was spproved, we n the state legislaure passed legislaton needed to acmally put the Voter ID
requirement mte operaton. Governor Cooper, contimaing to fight against requiring photo ID), then vetoed the operational legislation.
Foriumately, enough of Governor Cooper’'s own party voted with us o override his veto. Thus, the Voter ID requiremment is now mot only
part of our state constimiion, bat we also have the legislation in place so that electons boards across the state will know howr to carmy
ot the requirement and comply with the voters’ decision that photo IDs shoald be required for all voters.

Subsequently, the legislanre’s efforts o preserve the integnty of our elections contineed. The legislature adopred a Law to require the
State Board of Elections to review the woter registration status of persons disqualified from jury duty becanse they are determined not to
be United States citizens. Citizens across Morth Caroling are called to serve jury duty based on the voter rolls in each county. There are
occasions when persons called to serve on the jury are excused becanss they are found not to be U5, ctizens. The State Board of Elec-
tions has stated thet it does not have 8 mamtenance process for the remewal of such non-citizens scmally disqnalified from jury doty. Rep. Hugh Blackwell
The legislatura’s law wonld create such a removal process. Again Govemor Cooper vetoed this legiclation, despite its bemg desined 919-T33-5805

o give us grester confidence in the integrity of our elections. Hopefully, a way around this katest Cooper veto may be found . Clearly,
noo-citizens are not enttled to vote. If they are determined meligible for jury service becanse they are not citizens, only someone hop-
ing to take advantage of illezal votes would want to keep them on voter rolls,

NC Senate District 46

As we pear the end of another calendar year, I wanted to share some of the economic successes m MC owver the past several vears.
Since Fepublicans took conirol of the General Azsembly i 2011, they have retumed taxpayer moeney to Morth Carolinians throngh
historic, economy-boosting tax cuts. When Diemocrats controlled the legislature. they imposed the hizhest taxes in the Southeast — and
some of the kighest in the country — on working Morth Caroling families. They used the revennes extracted from the ctizenry on failed
spending programs that threw Morth Careling imto an ecomomic badget crisis during the recession, leading to historic deficits approach-
Dharing the very first vear they held the majorty in the legislanare (2011), Fepublicans upheld their promise to return §1 hillion mo
Morth Carplinisns” pockets by eliminating “temporary™ sakes and income taxes. Then in 2013, Fepublicans implemented historic and
comprehensive tax reform that served as a meodel for the entire naton. The Tax Somplification and Feduction Act cut the mdividnal tax

,‘, rate from 7.75 percent to 5.8 percent while increasing the marital standard dedwcton from 56 000 o 515,000,
Sen. Wamen Damel In 2017, lawmakers passed further tax relisf by reducing the mdividual tax rate o 5499 percent and incressing the standard dedwc-
= tiom to 517,500, Wext year, the individual rate will decrease again to 5.25 percent and the standard dednction will mse to 520,000,
919.715-7823 Job prowth in Merth Carplina has been steadily increasing since 2011, Froon Movember 2011 to August 2019, 769,938 jobs have

been added in our state, This represents a growth rate higher than the pational average. (U753 Burean of Labor Statistics. ). And our un-
employment rate has dropped from 11.5 to 4.0.

Here are some additional legiclative highlights from this year In 2019, the eneral Assembhy has passed several important pisces
of legislation, mchidmg:
* the Bom-Alive Survivors Protection Act; = 3 bill to Beguire Cooperation with ICE detainers; * the Small Business Health Care Act;
= Tax Befomms raising the standard deduction by 7.5%:; = A bill o remove foreign citizens from the vofing rolls; = the Proson Reform
Act,
= the Testing Peduction Act; = a bill fo Combat Absentes Ballot frand; - a bill to Stengthen Child Sex Abuse laws; and
= the Standing Up of Bape Victdms Act

Ddamy of these bills are now law. However, a few of them were vetoed by Govemnor Cooper (the Bom-Alive Act, the Fequire Co-
operation with ICE defainers, and the bill to Femove Foreipn Citizens on Votng Folls.)

Az 2019 continwes to gquickly roll on toward an entirely new decade, I am especially thankful for the oppormnity to represent the
44fith Senate District. My family and T would like to wish each of you 2 joyous Chrisimas season filled with farmty, friends. snd fellow-

Statement on Raid Against ISIS Leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
RD WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, Senata Select Committes on Insellipence Chair-
g ; i AT : man Fichard Burr (B-WNC) released the following statemnent on the U5, raid agamst
-_';ER.'_}_?IDHTHEﬁﬁ.ﬂhﬂ‘i.ﬁ - 4 d I5IS fonnder and leader At Bakr al-Baghdadi:
: e “The U5 raid against Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi marks an important milestone in the
campaizn agzinst remaining 1515 leadership. The world is safer without al-Baghdadi in ie. 515 fighters should take note thar their leader died in a hole, nules sway
fromm them in what he thonght was 3 safe haven The message is clear There is no safe haven ™
Passing of Senator Faav Hagan

WASHINGTOMN, DVC. — Today, Senator Richard Burr (B-MNC) releasad the following statement on the passing of former Morth Caroling Senstor Eay Hagan:
“Brooke and I sre deeply szddened by the sndden snd untimely loss of Eay Hapan Kay dedicated nmch of her life to serving Morth Caroling and she ol be ramem-
bered for her tireless work on behalf of the bome and the people she loved. In our fime 35 Senate colleazmes, we worked across the aisle together frequently on issues
that we both knew would determins what type of conniry our children wonld inherst, from conservation to our common defense. She tackled everything she did with a
passion and a sense of buonor that will be missed. Onr thoughts and prayers are with ber family. ™
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5 Ways to Stay Safe During the
Dangerous Holiday Driving Season

The holidays can be the happisst time of the year, but unforunately. they can
glso be the mast dangerows, with more fatal car crashes ooournng dus to increased
fravel time, more alcobol nse and excessive speed, according to the Matiomal
Hizhway Traffic Safety Admimisration (WHTSA).

WHTSA predicts thar durmg this Christmas week, from Tuesday, December 24,
2019, at 6 pm. through Thorsday, January 2, 2020 at 5:30 am |, 799 people will
lose their lives natioowide due to car crashes. While it may be uncomfortable to
consider these predictions, WHTSA's report says that anslyzng and forecasting
faraliies can serve as useful warmings to the public, making roads safer.

“Mo one wants to think about what can go wrong, especially af such a joy-
ful time of year, but as the saying goes, prevention is better than cure.™ said Jon
Bloom, vice president personal suto, Ere Insurance. “The good news is that there
are specific things that people can do to help keep thermselves and their families
safe this holiday season.™

Ene Insurance offers these five tips for safer holiday drving.

= Eipep your car road ready. Proper maimtenance will kelp keep your car in
shape for whatever road conditions you encounter. In addition to gefting regularly
scheduled oil changes, make sure your car’s finids are topped off and that Glters,
hoses and other components are in good working order. If they're showing signs
of wearing out, replace them.
lead m Hats and bloweuts, which could caase you wo lose control of your car and
crash Pay close atfention fo your car's fire pressure monitoring system. If you see
am alett that tire pressure is low, fill them as soon 25 possible.

= Be ready for emergencies. While maintaining vour £ar can reduce yoar
chanre of being stranded alone the side of the road, it conld sall happen. Eeep am
emeTgency kil in the car with a cell phone charger, blanket, and first aid kit slong
with bottled water and snacks. Also, check with your insurance agent o ensure
your policy includes Emergency Foadside Service coverage so that if your car
does break down, you can call for help.

= Give yourself plenty of tme. With speeding being one of the top canses of
car rashes, it"s important o remember that there's no prize for armving first. It's
nmch beter to drive the speed limit -- or even lower, depending on road condi-
nions and buaild in 3 few exra minutes to get where you're gomg, especially when
driving near busy shopping malls or on holiday travel days when affic is heavy.

= Stay sober or designate a driver. Celebrating with 4 holiday toast? Plan shead
and have 3 desirnated driver or use a cab or ride-charing service to zet home.
Begardiess. never get behingd the wheal if you ve been drinking.

While the holidays can be a particularly perilons time to drive, taking precan-
fioms can help ensure you, and others on the road, have a safe season

Thankful for Christmas

By Dean Honeyoutt
Mitchell Couniy

I am 5o thankful for Chrismmas and all thar it means o
u=. And I wonder wity do I believe in Jesus who I canmot
sep or tonch? T belisve every word the Bible says abort
the virgin birth of Christ. God left beaven and came
to earth in & miracle birth. Tesus was concsivad by the
Holy (Fhost and bormn of the Virgm Mary. God came to
earth as a little baby bom in a place livestnck was kept,
because all the rooms were taken in the inn Mary wrapped God's Son in swad-
dling clothes. Simdlar strips of cloth wonld be nsed later fo wrap our precious
Savior’s body in for buarial.

Jesus the Godman voluntarly emptied Himself of deity to experience lnuman-
ity. God became fiesh and lived amongz us. Jesus lived a sinless life and took my
place on 3 Foman Cross becoming nyy substitute. Tesus's death on that Foman
cross safisfied (God’s anger agzinst my sin. Jesus's death on that cross paid for my
zin something I cannot do becanse [ am 3 sinner I cannot pay for my sin nor can
I'work my way out of sing debt Jesws's death alome atoned for ooy sin. Grace is
od’s riches at Christ's expenss. Grace is the wronerited favor of God in Christ
Jesus. In order to have my sin forgiven I place my faith in the finished work of the
CIO0S5.

Christruas reminds me that Jesus came to earth to die for me. He did not have
to come, bot He did. For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son
Jesus. Christmas reminds me of the miracle God did in my life. T believe in Jesus
because Jesus changed my life. I will never forget the day [ was saved, and Jesus
came mto ooy heart. My life has never been the same since that glomous day. 1
thank Crod that Jesus saved me and gave me etermnal life. S0, we celebrate the hirth
of Christ at Christmas and we give giftz, and these gifts remind ws of the grestest
gift of all Jesus the Christ.

May yon and your family have 3 wonderful Christmas and may von foons on
the tmae mesming of Christmas. Help your children understand wiy God had to
come to earth, and why Jesus is the greatest gift ever. Jesus is the greatest gifi we
can share with others. The Bible says, “The wages of zin iz death, but the gt off
Grod iz gternal [jfe throngh Jesus Christ our Lord. ™ Yes, Jesus is 3 gift and what
& wonderful gifi He is. Father thank you for sending youar Son and thank you,
Father, for saving me.

BMerry Chrismmas from moy family to yours,

Pastor Dean Honeyour? shephends Snow Hill Baprist Church tn Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 525-385-0213, snowhillbaptisndgmail.com , or visit their
wiebsite ait wwwinowhi[[bapiist.com.
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The Gospel and the Virgin Birth
By Dir. Tom Walker
McDowell County

This time of the yesr I am hearing m the waorld of Christ-
mas music abowt mow, sleizh bells, reindeer. mistletoe, silver
bells and 3 bost of other things. All of that is acceptable, but
thiz mme of the year is 2 ime to celebrate the virgin birth
of the God-man the Lord Jesus Christ. Tesus Christ was not
Just another man; Jesus is both God and man. That is a unique identification with
bhnmanity that had never kappened before in all the history of mankind.

The word “Gospel” basically mesns “good news.” It is the mood news about
Jesus and all that involves his coming to earth to redeem manking, That would not
have happened had Jesus not been bom of 2 young virgin by the name of hary.

There are some whoe do not believe in the virgin birth. Arianism teaches that the
"yirgin" of Izaiah 7:14 should read "young womsen * and that 5t some point God
created Jesus. The Ebionites, an early Jewish Christian sect that closely folloaed
Tewish Law, taught that Tesus was Joseph's bislosical son and becmse of JTames
rightepwsness, God chose Him to be 3 prophet and ancinted Him with the Holy
Spirit. The Goostics, who believed the physical and the divine could mot co-exist,
clamued that God could not inhabit 3 material body, therefore, Jesus only appeared
to be human. That is the error that Paul had to deal with over and over im his writ-
ings in the epistles. The King Tames translators were right in choosing the word
S

It is essential that we comnect the Gospel we preach and the virgin birth of
Ehis‘ t.

A Sipn Was Promised

Iza T:14 =ays, “Thergfore the Lord hirself shall give vou a sign; Behold, a vir-
gin shall conceive, and boar a son, and shall call hiz mome Tmmanual. ™

Crbserve to whom the promise was made. The promise was made to Ahaz, who
was the son of Jotham the eleventh king of fndah, The prophet Isziah sent a
message to the tarified Ahaz but Ahaz would not tamn to God and st Him for
deliverance Instead bhe phinged deeper mto idolamy and self-destruction. Ahaz
said ke did not want o test the Lord, but by refusing fo follow God's directive 1o
ask for a confirming miracle, he was testing the Lord’s patience (a5 well a5 man’s
patience). Though Ahaz refused to request A sizn that wounld have confimmed the
math of Izaiah’s mezsage the prophet said God would give him one aoyway. The
sign was to be a boy named Immannsl.

Wodice the elements mwolved in the promise. There are threse of them in mumber.
First. The boy wionld be bom of a virgm (v.14), be would be raissd up in 3 mne
of natiomal calamity (v.15), and while he was s6ll 3 yvouoth, the two-king sllisnce
wiould be broken (v. 18

A Simlessness Was Accomplished

We know a5 sinners, we all sin 2t one time or another in our deeds, actions of
attitudes. There is not one person, make or female, who reached the point in life
that they are above sin and sin-free.

For Jesus fo be the perfect sacrifice to die for the sins of mankind, He had o
be sin-free. There could not be one spot or blemish in the Lord. The Lord Tasus
Christ was fully God with an eternsl, sinless natare. Christ was sin-free. Having 2
biological father would have snrmalled Jesws® daity.

Think shoat the mportance of His sinlessness. Tasus 15 folly God with an
eternally sinless natars. Here is what Hebrews 7-26 says, “Far such an high priest
acame uz, whe i koly, harmiess, undgfiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the hemenz. ™

Wodice three very Important, outstanding words in that verse that jumps ot o
me. Consider the words in Heb. 7:24.

The Bible describes Jesns as “holy.” That means fo be set apart and separated
o God; to be separated from sin and from all evil, and from immoral, wicked, and
lawless behavior. Tesus Christ is perfectly and eternally set apart from zin and free
from all immoral and lawless behavior. Jesus Chmist 1s absolniely holy.

Christ iz slso “harmbess.™ That word means blameless not evil, free from all
gmile, deception envy, and malice apaimst anyone. We muight say that Jesus Christ
was 50 pood that there was nothing bat good mn Him

Crr Lord is “umdefiled ™ unstained by sin; absolhitely free from all moral impo-
rity, unclesnness, and defilement. Jesus Christ was completely free from anything
that would keep Him from approaching God. He is absolutely and totally unde—
filed.

Jesus is “separate from sinners.” He is totally different from sinners. He never
simned; He never caved into sin. He was tempéed just as all men are, bt He never
yielded o temptation—aot to one. He stands apart, completely separated and dif-
ferent froom all other men. Jesus Christ is the Perfect and Ideal han, Tesus Christ
is abzolutely separate from sinners. He is totally qualified to be the sin sacrifice
for all the people of this world.

He is made “higher than the heavens. ™ Those that Jesus raised from the dead
wonld kave o die araim. But not so with Christ for He alone was raized to mever
die apzin, Christ was taken up to Heaven in bodily form to remain forever in the
presence of the Father He was so exalted that He will never leave his position of
sovereiznty 35 the Supreme and Majestic Lord of the nniverse.

Dreuat. 17:1, “Thow shalt not sacrjfice unto the Lond thy God any bullack, or
shean, wherain iz Mamisk, or any il favouredness: for that iz an abaminaiion
urte the Lord thy God ™

MNumbers 192 savs, “This iz the ardinance gf the low which the Lord hath com-
manded, saying, Speak wito the children gf Irael, that thay bring thee a red helfer
without spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never came yoke. ™

HNote from these two verses that a sin sacrifice had to have no blemishes or no
spots. They were not even to have carried a yoke on them. The sin sacrifice could

oot kave faults, flaws, or spots. It kad to be absolutaly perfect and Hawless for the
Lord to accept it as an offering for sin.

Think also about the endurance of His sinlessness. It is nof 3 phase that Jesus
goes through which someday may change. He has been sinless in efemity past,
is sinless mow, and forever will be sinless. It must be that way because He never
has possessed a sin nature. Conservative theplogians generally believe that the sin
namure cpmes throngh the Father Joseph was not the biological father of the Lord
Jezsuz. The Bible says the Holy Ghost overshadowed the virgin Mary and oat of
that glory clond, the Lerd Jesus was conceived in the womb of the Mary by the

Holy Ghost (Matt.1:18).

Salvation is Porfrayed

Joseph had no part in the birth of Fesns Christ. Mary's role was clearly passive.
She merely accepted God's gift to ber and to the world

This is a picture of the work of salvaton being God’s work alone. The Bible
says in Ephesians 2:8-2, “For by grace are ve saved through farth,; and that net gf
yourselves: it is the gift of God. not of works, lest any man should boast. ™

It is an anmoumced porrayal. The Bible clearly says that Jesns came into this
world o save sinners (I Timothy 1:15). He did pot come fo start a new religion
or merely to become 3 martyr for what He believed. Christ had the salvation of
mankind m mind. This i= what we celebrate at Chrismmas. The hessiah has come!

It is am scceptable portrayal. [ accept the fact that sabeation is of the Lord Tt
iz clear if 3 man conld gaim his own salvation or do anything to keep it, that God
would not get all the glory in a person’s salation. How wonderfinl that salvation
is by grace! It is no wonder thete is joy in Heaven when a person is saved.

The virgin birth and the Gospel are inseparable, for there would never have
been finll sahration fior mankind, there would have been no zood news if cur sin-
less Savior bad oot come m the flesh. Let's celebrare Him this Chrismas!

If you deny that Jesus is God come in the fesh yon are an anbeliever and are in
danger of an etemnity in bell withowt God and withont bope (I John 4:2-3).

Tom Walker iz President qf Foothills Baptisr Bible College and Pastor qf Zion Hill
Baprtist Church i Marion, NC.

m Malionwide’

to help protect
your many sides.

AUTO | BUSINESS | FARM | HOME RETIREMEMNT

BURMSVILLE
(828)682-2325

SPRUCE PINE
(828)765-2790

MHEWLAND
(828)733-9500

MCOOWELL MADSON, BURKE
(866)346-4202

e
TRENT

sassociates

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Blrr! w0 e ree i @b G0 Frpee i o Trclomd coe s e aed el 6l Bedanes s maniters we reusd by st
cofhgiiT  MalSirioe, B Mllomeide B and Sigh Join e Milos, Wiets packes i pou i press b e e Ve pul
rarnizaie 1151 baciin W g bt ESeresoldnn il S kon s of Mabsinwids Melesl Hfouishos Comgity @ 2017
i aivwicn Metonl T fince Comy. MPRLOTIBAO2 (031T)

www. bremews. com

December 2019 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 33



4 Realities Regarding the Mission of God
By Josh Read

Orftentimes, the mission of God doesn’t seem to |
match our convenisntly consmucted models. In Acts
8:26-40, we caich a glimpse of how God brings abont
what He has promized is going to happen in Bevels-
ton 5:0-10. God crchestrated cirrumstances in such
a way that Phillip and the Ethiopian enmoch miet on a
desert road to bring sbout His will, and He continnes to do so today for the zame
purposes. Buf we also see some things about this mdssion that are often missed, or
even rejected, m the West. In this passage, we see four realities regarding the mis-
sion of Cod that nmst be embraced in order o stay faithfnl m the mession

1. The mission of (rod Is inconvenient

Think sbout how inconwenient the Lord’s assigmment for Phillip was. Phil-
Lip had just been scatterad from Jerusalem is 2 family man needing to provide
and seeminzly is a bluwe-collar, lizhter-ckinned Middle Eastern father. Mot very
convenient to go to 8 place that is known for robbers, in 8 desert place af noon m
order to talk to a wealthy, dark-skinned Ethiopian eumach. For someone imited
on time, surely there were batter assipnments. In the West, our colture is built on
convenienrea, constanthy attempting to make life more comfortable. While some
conveniences may have their place, the mission of God is never convenient, at
least mot the way our culure thinks about convenience.

2. The mission of God is inefficient

Phillip is prayimg and is directed to go to 2 desert place. Once there, he is di-
rected by the Spirt to mun alongside a chariot of foreippers. The eumnch’s jour-
ney to Jerpsalem was conceivably five months long, one way. Onoce there, he is
doubly demied entrance into the assembly at the temple for being 3 Genfile and a
ennuch. While efficiency has ifs place, the miszsion of God is hardly efficient and
the details surmoumding Phillip and the Efhiopisn euoch underscore this pomt. In
the West, 2z one of the holdovers from the Industrial Revalation, our cultore lowves

3. The mission of God is ingenions

God combars the core lnumian insfinct to “go our own wWay,” even stiempiing
to earn His favor by our convenient, efficient means. The gospel is a gift, and
the only way o be made right in God's eves is to admit yvou need it and simply
receive if. Mothing is more convenient than that! But the genins of God is that 1o
grow in this grace is to receive His mission — *it is more blessed to give than o
receive.” Grace writes a blank check for the obedience of the recipient.

4. The mission of God 1= indisputshle

God has given ns the end of the story. Either it is troe, or if isn't. And if dhis
story is the mue story of what He 15 domg in the world, then the reason His mis-
sion seems Inconvenient and mefficient fo many is perhaps that we're living for a
different story.

Wiy experience has been that those who take Him at His Word and act on it

dizcover that He's proven Himself and what He is doing in this world, every step
of the way.

Josh Reed serves as the zenior consuitant for the dduls Evangeiiom and Dizciple-
zhip Team.

Merry Christmas

I'm Dreaming of a ‘Right' Christmas

By Phillip Greene
Avery Clounty

Christmas iz a fime 1o spend with your families_ . it's
3 tirme when we all sit back and analyze our lives. We re-
fiect on family memhers that pass on, we reflect on famiby
and friends. and we reflect on oor lives. Several people
use their Christmas cards to send mass letters to update
family and friends on their ves over the past 12 months.
We nse Christmas to reflect on & majority of things, but
due 1o the commercizlizagon of Christmas, are we forgeming to reflect on the
reason we celebraie all together?

Christmas In many cases has become abowt that perfect present, the perfect
e, and the perfect light show . . ot with all the lmstle and buste. . where is the
Perfect Son in all of this? With all the hoopla around Christmas these days, are
we making tme for Jesws? I can rementber when I was younger seeing signs
everywhere that said “Jesus is the Rezson for the Season ™ Wow, those signs
have faded into the backzround; thoss signs have been replaced by sipws that read,
“70% off”, “Buy one, get one Free™, and “Financing Availahla™.

Why have we lot the materialism of Christmas override the Feason we cel-
ebrate? Why have we seeminsly become like Peter in his denial of Christ, by
taking Chrst out of Christmas? What was so hard when Fesus was the Center of
our Christmas Experience? What kas changed?

We can blame it oo 2 mumber of things. . but it all comes down to one thing...
TOU and me! We need to refocus our Christmas; we need to refoons our lives. ..
we need to reforus on Tesus. Mot just for December 25, but every day of oar
lives. _.if our day revelved around Christ as the centerpiece, our Chrisonas would
revolve aroumd the resson we celsbrate. Every day should be Christmas .. Bvery
day we should celsbrate the brth of oor Lord.

Every day we shonld be thankfinl for the love of a Father who would send
his Son to this world with a plan for salvation. God looked at the world, sawr
OUR sin, and knew there was oaly ONE way to save us from ourselves.  JESUS
CHEIST?! This Chrstmas remember your focns. . remember the reason. . Temem-

So, with the Christmas season upon s and many siressing over the finzl zifi
ideas; many feel the sirain of the family coming to town of fTying to prepare for
ihe fip to visit with family and frends, and manoy are too busy o see the peal
reazon for the Christmas sezcom.

It started with a woman — a virgin; pure, blameless, favored by God. It had o
be this way. . it was what God told the world would happen.

“3 Thargfore Erael will be abandoned until the time when she who iz in iabor
Erves birth and the rest gf hiz brothers return fo foin the Israelites. 4 He will stand
and shephard his fock in the strength af the LORD, in the majesty of the name qf
the LORD kis God. And they will hve securely, for then his greamess will reach fo
the ends of the earth. 5 _And he will ba their peace. ™
-- Micah 5:3-3 (IIW)

Israel had fallen awsy; it had become their custom. - and God was tired of 1t
Bur He did promise redempdion. . in the form of a baky — His Son!

God made the promize o save Israel, and His promdse carries resoundingly
info today. od sent His ooly Son. A Child, who would become 2 man, shows us
the rzht way to live, and then. . this Child the one we calebrate, zave up His life
o save the world Jesus came to the earth with 3 purpose. to die for the world

“For (Fod did not send Hiz Son into the World fo Condemn the World, bur thai
the Worid, throush Him, might be saned. ™
- John 3:17

It was all in the plan.. 2 virgin, a carpenter, 4 star, 8 small town named Bethle-
hem . .and a babry. Christmas s about His birth, it we can’t remember His birth
withont remembering the reason He came. This Chrisimas remember the path to
the cross went throngh the stable in Bethlehens.

Sp mstead of dreaming of 8 White Chrisimas, let’s dream of a BIGHT Christ-
mas.

Phillip Greane is the Station Manager/Program Director for WECR-AM Raodia

Camper & Boat Storage

828-260-3396 * 828-766-4585
www.drstoragenc.com.

*MINI
TORAGE

14307 Hwy 226 - Spruce Pine, NC

Dacember 2019 - Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page 36



Savior Like A Chicken Under The Tree
By Steve Bietz
Burke Coury

The mob is already there. Mo one has vet realized it, bt
by the end of the week, these attentive faces will be trans-
formed into faces of frenzy, faces of hatvred And Fesns, who
then will not resist or even answer them . is answering them
now. He is exposmg the crowd and the evil that makes them
what they are lost humanity bent on destroying the very one
bom to save them. He Enows their sinful bearns. He knows just how far those
hearts will take them. The evil in their hearts will mke them to the judgment hall
before the comapt High Priest and puppet government called the Sanhedrim. That
evil will take them to Ponms Pilste who cannot mask his cowardice with false
patmotism. The evil in their bearts will mke them through the sirests of Ferusalem,
them to Golzotha, where their addiction toe suffering and death will express itself
in the tormrous death of yet three moTe men

But evil can take them no firther than that Having made them the villains of
history's most important scene evil abandons them thers to face the finals alons.
How very alone, hecame apparent when the sky mams black and the heavens than-
der. They must kave falt evils cold hand when word came that the temple cortain
has been tom, and the priests kad fled in terror  And when the Man, whose life
they had demanded cries, "Father, why have you forsaken Me " they are the omes
who have been forsaken

Sabbath comes, bat it brings o joy, and oo sense of coanection. They are
lindly and borribly lost. But, if that mob is already present, then so is the Sawvior
Christ knows their evilness. He has seen if and felt it and beard it. He has lved
among it and always called it by its name, He calls it by its name now. Bomer-
ons times in Matthew the tweniv-third chapter, Christ condemns the evil in man's
bheart He directs much of His words to the Phanisees, the superstars of pisty, the
henchman of destruction. He uses languagze unprecedented in His teaching. It
iz by far the strongest langpuags of His minigory and on this last day of teaching in
the tenple. Tesus seems determingd in exposing the evil for what it really is.

The words comme like claps of thnder. 5o dark i their vision, so powerful in
their expression. The disciples and those who have followed His minisiry, know
Jesus to be a man, nof just of words, but acdons. They have seen Him cleansze the
temple and cast out demons and even raise Lazams from the dead But in these
words, He seems to reach further, deeper, and they st begin o wonder just how
far He will go. With words of condenmation give way to an act of destmaction.
"Wow to vou scribes and Pharizees, Rypocrites! For vou shut up the bingdom of
heguen againgt men, you neither 2o i yvoursehes nor do you allow thoze who
ane entering fo go in.” Matihew 23:13. “Woe fo you, scribers and Pharizess,
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed fombs which indeed appear bemutfil
owhwardly, but inzide are il of dead men's bones and ail wncleammess." Matthew
2327

Yes, just how far was Jesus going o go with His strong words of severs cen-
sorship. Matthew 23 does not have what literary expers like to emphasize. no ro-
mance, 0o paradox, no poetry, aod oo gentle phrasing. This is just plain talk. He
speaks of those who nmrder the prophets, not accusingly, but matter of factly. He
Eknows the crowd will not argue the point. It's just one of many sins. And ver this
incident is not sbout our sinfulness, rather it is abowt His grace.  When the evil
that we mpstly are becomes so Zreat as to even sesek to desoroy Him, He loves us
stll. Jesus wants all to know thar He has always intended to save us. Jesus lays
ounf the fmth You are the pyorderers. Vion are the ones motivated by evil. Christ
says [ am not for I am Love sent from T ove.

Then without waming, Fesns chokes up. His words tum to tender hearthro-
kenmpss. "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who Hils the prophets and stones
fhoze who are sent to her! How gften wanted o gather your children fogethar,
as a hen gathers har chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. " Matthew
2337

Did Christ's earthly parents, Mary and Joseph, have chickens? Dhid the boy
Jesus have the oppornmity to guietly sweak up to watch the chicks play aronnd
their mother's feet? Did He see them mum beweath the hen's strong wings when
frightened? And then did He think of the prophecies concerning the Messiah.
Cm this day, no little bamyard Lies before Him  Instead Christ looks into the faces
of the nman beings He came to save. He knows how needy His church is and He
omst stop and say how much He cares for them and for us. He reaches past the
condpmmations, past the evil He sees i every heart, past the temible experience
that lies just ahead, and zrabs onto salvation. Christ says that what matters most,
15 mot that you are killers but that there has been born for yow, a Savior.

We have a Savior, who came to save us, even from onrsabves. Like a chicken
under our Chrisomas Tree, a package of love as He wants to gather each of ns to
Himself if we only ket Him O Jernsalem, Jemsalem, I long to gather you to ony-
self like a mother hen gathers her chicks under her wings. o more tender expres-
siom has ever come fromn lips as it did fom the lips of Jesus. We have a Savior
like a chicken under our Chrisonas Tree. Under His wings, O what precions en-
jovment. There we can hide all life's wrials are ower. Sheltered and protected. no
evil can harm ns. Besting in Jesns we're safe evermore. When this world looks
for us, may they find ws under His wings? Don't forget this Christmas, that imder
the trea, is a Savier like a chicken A sawior bom to save

Steve Bigtz, Pastor, Morganton Saventh day Adheensizt Chureh

Bur when the fhiness of the fime was come, God sent foreh kis Sen, made qf a
woman, made nnder the Lo, Galafans 44

| Ain't Apologizing!

By Lee Sirobel

When I tell pecple that God used "spologetics” to change
nay life and eternity, some of them respond with a blank
stare. They think "apologetics" means I'm sormy for some-
thing. Acmally, apelogetics is quite different from that. In
fact, it may very well be the key t0 keeping our children and
erandchildren from leaving the faith,

The word "apologetics™ comes from the Gresk apologia, which means "rea-
spned defense " Simply pot, apologetics offers philosophical arpuments and
scientific and historical evidence for the tuth of Christianity, while also providing
Eocd answers to tough gquestions that skepfics raise sbout the faith.

Both aspects of apelogetics ware cmacial in myy spiritual joumey. I was an athe-
ist, mained in journalism and law, who decided to Investgate Christianity in order
to disprove it and thus Hbarate nry wife from ber newfound faith in Christ But
ﬁlingmymu-]umglfmmdawutﬂlufeﬁdztzfurﬂmtnﬁuf[ﬂnisﬁm—
ity and s0lid responses to the spiriteal objections that [ had harbored.
Irmc&aﬂmjmmtecmmr[hurlmsﬁﬂmmquﬂmnfﬂﬂd,m
prowed his divinity by rising from the dead.

Sp, for spirimal skeptics like I was—and their nmmbers are mereasing in Amer-
ica and beyvond—apologetics can halp us et past the spirital "sticking points™
that himder cur jourmey to God. But that's not all apolepetics does. It also serves to
deepen the faith of Christians. which makess them more confident snd willing to
rezch out to others with the lifechanging and etemity-aliering message of Chrst.

A thene verse for apologists is 1 Peter 3:15: "Buf in your hearis revere Christ
as Lord. Ahways be prepared fo gNa an aiswer to @verione who azks Jou fo gne
the reason for the hope that you e But do this with gentleness and respect..”

Indeed that last sentence suggests that how we answer the gquestions of
skeptics can be every bit as mportant as what we say. Apologetics isn't effectove
when Christians merely ponfificare or try o force-feed information into wmwilling

Instead, contemporary apologetics means we do more listening than falking-
we honor guestions rather than be offended by them  and we seek to reflact God's
love to others. That way, we're emulating Tequs, who came "full of prace and
frurh” (Tohn 1:14).

by friend 7. Warner Wallace, 8 homicide detective and atheist who became 3
Christian after investigating the evidence as [ did, =aid recently: "Evangelism in
the 21st Cenmry is spelled A-P-0-1-0-G-E-T-I-C-5." That might be a bit of an
exaggeration, but not moch! More and more, people today want reasons to belisve
in Christ

That's why it's even more Dmportant to ncorporate apologetics nto the
children's and student minismies of our churches—and for each of us to become
comversant with why we believe what we believe. It's also why we have now
Isumched the Lee Strobel Center for Evangelism and Applied Apclogetics at Colo-
rado Christian Universi ecquipp chorches, ministries, snd individes] Chis-
tians to be bescons of truth and grace.

Char goal is ambitions: to spark spinteal renewal in America, Watch for our first

courses to be offered online next Fall—and consider whether yon'd like to be part
of this excifing endesvor.
Lee Smobel i a teacher, speaker, award-winning jowrnalist and the author of sav-
erai books, including: The Case for Christ and The Case for Faith. He has been a
Jeatured puest on national networks mciudimg: Dizcovery, CNN, 20020, PRS, ARC
and Fox. He wrote and produced his own TF show, Faith Undar Fire.

Make sure your
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Your Friends
for

Faty A
BURLAL
PR

SOUTHIES FARM BLINEAL
LUFE S LRk CE COMPANY

Bakersville (828)688-3745

Spruce Pine (B28)765-9678

www. bremews. com

December 2019 - Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page 37



ACROSS

1. The zray-hzired and the
are on our side (Job 15:100

5 Ifanyome  anything to
them God will add to him
(Few 22:18)

9. the hMonmt of Olives will be
____inmao from east to

(Zech 14:4)

14. clothe his neck with a
fliowmg __ ({Job 32:1%)

15 m1y ears have heard the  of
oy wicked foes (Ps 92:11)

14. Traitors, _ , hizhmimded,
lovers of pleasures more than
2 Tim 3:4) KTV

17. 30¢h book of the Old
Testament

18. "Logd, firstlet _ _  and
bury my fasher " (.7}

(st 8213

19 Put on the full _ of God so
that you can take your stand
(Eph 6:11)

2(). pressed on every side, but not
crushed; perplexed, tat not in
— (2 Cor 4:8)

22 Jesus told his disciplesa _
o show them that they

(Luke 18:1)

24 snidol castimihe  ofa
calf (Exod 32:8)

2. obiain (Maix 24:18)

28 seven of every kind of clean

amimal & male and  mate
{(Gan 7:2)

28 Jonsh ran away from the
LOFT and headed for _
(Jonah 1:3)

34 they shall _ like young
lioms (T=a 3:299

37. Its posts be made of silver, its
__of gold (Song 3:10)

38. stored up buge guanttes of
zraim, like the sand of the
(Gen 41489

39 The islanders showedns
kindness (Acts 28:1)

41. the nations conspire and the
__ plotin vain (Ps 2:1)

43_ a beast coming out of the sea
Hehad  homs and seven
(Bev 131} ETV

24 a quarter of a cab of seed
for five shekels (2 Kings 6:25)
44 the veil of the temple was
__ inTwain from the top to
(hdart 27-51) KTV

47 sit dowm and ____ the cost to
ses if he has enonzh

(Luke 14:28)

50 thy cousin Elizabeth,
hath also conceived 2 son

(Luke 1:36) KTV

52_we never used flattery,
did we put oo a mask to Ccover up
(1Thes 2:5)

53, a pet of im like 3 bird or put
himona ___ for your girls

{Tob 41:5)

5. Diavid made this a __ and
ordinance (1 Sam 30:25)

&0 his face like lighminz his
eves like flaming  (Dan 10:6)
G2 thon hast incresgsed and
great (Ezek 16:T) KTV

G3. who _ vour wood and carmy
your water (Deut 28:113

5. rabhbit (Deut 147y ETV

G, Therefore now _ vour ways

and your doimgs (Jer 26:13)
TV

67 doza__ inthe ground and
hid his master's money

(hiatt 25:18)

8. all the wees of |, that
were in the garden of God

(Ezek 31:07

9. Foxes have holes and birds of
the airhawve _ (Mdam £:20)

70, shall dwvell there, and
satyrs shall dance there

(I=a 13:21) (ETV)

Tl Iwill piveim _ from all
his enemies {1 Chr 22:8%

DO

1.Ags_  manwho casteth
firebrands (1.3} (Prov 26:18)
EWV

2. Bveryone who competes i the
(1 Cor #:25)

3. son of Seth (Gen 5:8) KTV

4 He  ofescsping the
darkness; he is marked for the
sword (Job 15:33)

5. The _ of heaven were
following him riding on white
horses (Few 19:14)

. being not 2 forgetfinl hearer,
ata _ of the work

i(Jamees 1:25) ETV

7. Then they _ another well,
Tt they gqnarmreled over

(Gen 26:21)

8. your hand and pat it into oy
side _ doubfing and believe
(Jobn 20:2T)

9. A penerous man will himzelf
be blessed, forhe  his food
(Prowv 22:07

10. 5o Iwentto ___ and dugup
the belt {Ter 13:7)

11. with the precious blood of
Christ, 8 without Blemish
(1 Pater 1:197

12_Aca desmoyvedber  _amd
armi it by the brook

{1 Eing 15:13}

13, fromm Jerusalem and from the
coast of _ and Sidon

(Luke §17)

21. A man finds joy in giving an
___ meply (Prow 15:23)

23 But neither so did their
wimess __ together

(hiark 14:58)

25. the seventh letter of the
Greek alphabet

27 They are like _ beasts,
crestures of instinct

(2 Pater 2:11)

30. the poison of _ is under
their lips (Fom 3:13) KTV

31. they had gome through the
_ 1mibo Paphos (Acts 13:8) KTV
32 whentheyhad  the
miracke that Jesus did (John 6:14)
33 domotbe  in your heart to
nrier anything before God
(Eccl 5:3)

35 for your little  _ and for
your wives (Gen 45:1%)

34 Sarah was Lots'

37. according fo your great
compassion oot my

frams pressions (Fs 51:1)

40 Abraham set  seven ewe
lambs {Gen 21:28)

42 bui protected Mosh, a2 of
righteousness (2 Peter 2-5)

45 LOFD bless his land with the

i 2 £ - - [ g ) 1 Fi 5
14 1% 1]
7] T ]
& it &2 il
Fa 23 2
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"} 48 |45 5|8
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(hiark 5:34) (1 Sam 13:21)
54, made it grow up over Jonah 50, the wall will cry out, and the
to give  for his bead beams of the woodwork will
(Jonsh 4:6) it {Hab 2:11)
55 the bridegroom Come 0. it shall not be lawful to
ot to mest him (Miate 25:8) impase . tribate upon them
56. and the | and the pelican, {Ezra 7:24) KTV
and the mier sagle (Lev 11:18) 61. Then Jesus the
Emn multitude sway (Matt 13:36)

57. the tongme can B0 mAan
it is an unroly evil (James 3:8)
58. third of & sheksl for
sharpering forks and

THE

&
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64 For __ great is his
gondness, and how great is his
beauty (Fech 2:17)
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Berry Chapel Baptist Church

I'm Dreaming of A RIGHT Christmas S
B‘}_'Ste'l.rewmiams By Joy Bakiwi
v Madizon Cownty
Howdy Folks, ;
{_iuﬁs thar, Christmas is ng;h:t .ammld Tll!cumer i kﬁ"ﬂ'hw:;}:dn:‘p::r P
There is one thing that I really believe, if yon're going 45 all the child oo amid
o dio something that you need to do it Bight. (Like E ﬂrﬁMHitcmaﬁrngpm}”

Celebrating Chrisomas). Chrisonas has really taken a
beanng over the yvears. At Chrisimas we say that we are
celebrating the birth of Christ. Bur Christmas today is

They saf around Grandma’s table

Py . Creafing balls fo hang
so far frowm that it is pitiful. to sav the least. Mawy peopls say they want a Fight Av Grandpa slid PP
Christmas, just like they say they want 3 Right Felationship with God. We want Thev all B 4 S
it white and bright. We want the tres, the decorations, the lights, the egpnog, and n # g od LR
the presents. We want everyone to be happy. We want to be able to zet and give - . . o - TR
. . z . : Grod’s smow i lovely fakes gf white o, A

plenty. We want peace and joyv to aboand, bat in reality, Christmas often tums into Mfuhmjmﬁrrhs_rgﬂ 1 A
& real hasske. Yo are mshed and pushed for tme. Yon spend money you don't So soft and ul io Iand just right F Ly L
hawe, for people vou don't even know, to acguire things they don't even want or Far the ol wa.ﬁ'm.u'n}:fﬂ = L
need Chrismas is filled with mamy distracions. Between the personalities, the
preseafs, and the practices, it is easy to forget the real reason for this day. 3 .

In fact, many of the things we do and lowe at Christmas are nothing more ﬂm;:mﬁr:ghﬁmi
than ancient pagan rimeals and symboels hijacked by the Christian charch. In our 1 e e

stmugzle to Zet it right. we often gef it dead wrong and end np mesking ourselves
and others mizerable. I believe God wants us fo get it right. T believe that He iz not
50 inferested n our having 8 WHITE Chrisonss a5 He is interested i onr having 8

Filling the earth with God'’s love. ™

RIGHT Christmas. So, how can we have a right Christmas? What can we change “’i. » *'“"’ n'”:'m"fif’:"‘m*f'!‘“mﬂi"
in our lives that will allow Christmas to be 2 tme of blessing and joy instead of Excl 2 BB . 13
being a time of stress and tension? Well the Bible says in Isaiah 8.8 “For unio 5 ank C i'j'hrEii‘_ﬂﬂ'Jl'ﬂmﬂ.
uz @ child is borr, unto ws @ son i3 ghan, and the governmant shall be upon hiz
shoulder: and iz name shall be called Wondafil, Counselior. The mighiy God, :
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. ~ So Just How Can We Have A Right T?:gﬁf“ﬁ”’”h‘:f"l e
Christoas this year? ?
s . He comes gendy as a snowflake
1st Femember Just Who's Birthday We Are Celebrating. The Bible Says 7 eavi ; ingr. e Codl’s smom.

A Child Is Born. This passage is predicting the Birth of Jesus Christ. So mawy
people today forget whose birthday we are celebrating at Christmas and others

don't have a clne. Have you ever had someone you loved, and they loved you,
forget your hirthday? It burts von not think it larts God when we gat canght up
in Christras and forget Him. 2nd Bemember the Son that was given. God's Son
was given so that yvou and [ could have a personal relationship with Him Jesus
came and gave His life that you and T might have etemnsl life through our rela-

Joy is o resident of Madizon Coundy, wirere she now ITves with her huzhand,
Danmy Joe Baldwin, Ske is curmently a mambar af My Zion Baptizt church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previows member, she calls Forks aof Ty Mizzionary Baptizt
Church in Weaveniile, “home megy from home ™. She i currently singing with the
Grospel Group “Jonah & Foice ™ out af Mars Hill, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-

tomship with Him Christmas to a Christian should not be abont gifts and games,
bt it should be abont the glorious gospel of Tesus Christ. (Tohn 3:18) (3rd)
Femember that our lives rest npon His shoulders. God is to be the Fuler of our
liwes and when He is not goverming our lives, something is wrong. That's why so
many Christisns are asking, what's wrong at Christmas? When vour will owver-
rides God's Will you'll never have a nght Christmas, (4h) Femember to Worship
Him_ You say, what am I going to worship? You're poing to worship a Wonderfol
Counselor who gives you sound biblical words of adwice for vour Life from His
Word. You will worship a Mighty God, who has never lost a battle in His Life and
He can belp you through vour battles. You will worship an Everlasting Father who
will never leave you or forsake vou. You will worship the Prince of Peace, who
can Give Peace in the Middle of a Storm, “At the brmk of a Disaster “, “ In The
Drarkest Hour®, * When everything is falling apart™, © When thete sesms to be no
hope.” The Bible says He will give you peace that will pass all oor nnderstand-
ing. See brothers & sisters we can shop till we drop, and we will never be able to
find the RIGHT CHEISTMAS umt] we rememnber what God has already given us
throuzh His Birth, His Death, His Fesurecton and His wonderful gifi of Salva-
oon. Memy Christmas and I hope yvou have a Bight Christmas rthis vear,

Words of Wisdoom:

= Christmas is oot 8 time nor 4 season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and
zoodwill, to be plenteons in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmss.
Calvin Coolidge

= I think we've taken the meammg of Christmas ont. People don't stop and think
about Fesus or the birth of Tesus. When they think of Chrisomas, they think of
Sanm Claus and - for the children, and they think of ziving zifis and cw-giving
the next person of spending their tome looking for the right thing for somebody
who has everyvithing.,  Billy Graham

= Christmas is 3 season not only of rejoicing bat of reflection.

Winston Churchill

= Wiayhe Chrismmas, the Grinch thoupht, doesn’t come from & store.  Dir Seuss

Words of Hamor:

Thres Wiss Wonan

Dro you know wheat would have happened if it had been three wise WOREN
mmstead of men who mest Jesus? They wounld kave asked for directions, amved on
fime, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole, and brought
disposable diapers as gifis!

g™ will soon e heard By mane.

Steve Willigms is the Pastor gf Berry Chapel Baprizt Church in Spruce Ping.
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Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved One.

With over 165 years of combined experience serving Burke,
Catawba, and Caldwell County families, the owners and staff
of Hentage Funeral Service and Crematory are commutted to
helping families plan a personal and meaningful ceremony that
celebrates life, and beging the much-needed healing process.

Get in Touch
Our Team of
Professionals Are
Standing By 1o Help

Business Hours
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24 Hour Availability

1507 E. Main 5t.
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By Dave Famsey

Emotions, basics, and change
Dear Dave,

I've gotten ont of debi before following your plan, but
I abaays seem to fall nght back in. I find myself spend-
ing more than I mean to whensever I go out shoppmg or
mummimg errands. T'm tired of all this, and T want to stop
busting my tadgzet and gat control of my money once and
fior all. Do you have any advice?
Paimick

Dear Pamick,

Years azo, when [ lost everything fmancially, there were two or three exirerme-
ly strong emetions that sparred me toward change. Probably the biggest emotion
was fear. I was scared to death I'd be broke for the rest of myv life, and not be able
to take care of nrv family. Don't misunderstand me thonzh I don't think youw
shiould ever live vour life in fear. But a reasonable, healthy level of fear whera
some things are concerned can be a fantastic motivator.

Another emotion was disgust. I realized the way I had heen living mnd handling
money was shapid. S0, Imade 3 proactive, conscions decision that T was poing
to change, and things were going to be different. The third emotion was confent-
ment, You koow, advertisers iry to make us believe our lives will be better, and
we'll be happier if we just zo out and by their stuff I can tell you from personal
experience when this idea is cramumed down your throat every day, it can warp
your percepion of contentment and happiness. Lots of smff does not equal lots of
happiness.

If wou''ve tried several imes and are still falling back into the same old frap,
mavbe vou should approach your sitmation in a practical, day-te-day way. Stop
going places where you're temipted to spend money on silly things. When you go
out mnning errands and shopping. make a List of only the hare pecessities, and
take alomgz just enough cash to pay for them

Spending money on A bumch of stuff you don't need. and probably don’t even
teally want, isn’t going to bring you contentment. It's just going o bust your
budges, and put you in a financial kole that will, sconer or later, become very dif-
ficuli—if not impossible—ito dig your way oat of! —Dave

Diear Diave,

Dipes the apyoant yvou advise saving for a beginner emergency fund in Baby
Step 1 double for a couple, or does it stay the same?
Charlie

Dear Charlie,

Whether you're single or married, Baby Step 1 of moy plan is to save $1,000 as
quickly as possible for 2 starter emerpency fund. This may not sound like 3 lot of
caszh to have on-hand i the event of an emergency, tat you need to remember the
£1,000 fizare is a termmporary thing.

Baby Step 1 is saving up §1,000 for a beginmer emergpency fund. Baby Step 2 is
paying off all debt, except your home. The wast majority of folks working my plan
are debi-free, except for their mortgage, in two years or less. Then, you move to
Baby Step 3, which is increasing your emergency fund froom 51,0600 to three-to-six
mpnths of bousshold expenses.

In reality, we're talking about a premty short period of time where you'd have
just §1,000 in emerpency savings. Plus, it serves as an exercise n fimancial disci-
pline. A lot of people hawve nothing saved before beginning the Baby Steps.

If that makes things seem a lintle scary at the stare, it's not necessarily a bhad
thing A healthy level of fesr can be a fantastic motivator. I don’t want anyone
constantly living their lives in fear, but that added push—that sense of nrgency—
can make you work harder to get out of debt, and move on the Baby Step 3, as
quickly as possible! —Dave

Baby Step for weddings
Diear Diave,

We recently started following vour plan, and it has made a buge difference in
our financial outlook and our marnage. When it comes o the Baby Steps, when
do you recommend setting aside money for 3 wedding? We have a dmghter, and
we want to be able fo do as mwch as possible for her when the fime comes.

Jim

Dear Jim,

That’s a good question. There's not really a Baby Step specifically for wed-
dings. In mry mind, it should probably come afier Baby Step 5—setting aside 3
colieze fund for vour kids. Maybe part of this is the dad in me, but in priodtz-
ing these things I think a good education is more nportant than a big wedding.
Diom’'t get me wrong, 3 wedding is a3 wonderful event and camse for lots of joy
and celebration. But it's also a one-day event. Plenty of people have inexpensive,
beautiful weddings. and enjoy long, wonderful lives together!

—Dave

Dave Ramsey is CEQ gf Ramzey Solufions. He has authored seven best-salling
books, including The Teral Money Makeover: The Dave Ramsay Show is heand
by more tham 14 mullion lsteners each week on 600 radio stations and multiple
digital plagferms. Follow Dave on the web at doveramsey.com and on Twitier at
mDaveRamseay.

Check out our Website-www.brecnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Pause. . .and Consider

Spoken Blessings
By Jan Merop
Avery County

God, the nltimate Creator of all, is at no loss of
words of ways o speak tons. A soft whisper on
our hearts; a thonghs-proveking ides that won't 2o
sway; a clap of thunder that snddenly awakens us
to a reality we've ignored for too long.

God’s voice will never lead us away from
Scripture.

He commrmmicates through his written word
directly or will provide Scripmaral assurance to anthenticate his voice when 3 fena-
cipus thought Impers demanding our attention,

After all, he is the Word that became flesh and dwelt amone us s we have just
celebrated during this Chrishmas ssason

His pervading peace that embraces us at the core of our being helps us discem
His voice. So, flee from confusion or umsettlednass.

Truth is another way to be sure it s God's veice and not another because he is
Trwih

In John 14: 6, BLT Jesus declares, “Tam the way, the futk, and the Ijfe. No one
can come to the Father except through me. ™

In other words, tath isn't some concept we make up fo fit our cirommstances.
Truth is a persom, the Lord Jesus Christ  His fmath is absolute, not wishy-washy,
He =ays in Malachi 3: &, “I am the Lowd, and I do not change. ™

God spesks throuph a deep senze of belonming He knows me inside and out.
And a wonder of wonders, he wants me to know Him too. He savs in Malachi 3:
17, HETV “Thay shall be Ming,” =ays the Lord of Hosts, “On the day thar I make
tham My jewals. ™

Then in John 10: 22 Jesus said, "My sheep listen fo my voice, I fnow tham, and
thay follow me. No ong can snaich them away from me ™

So, to sum up, our Christmas nmsings, we know that God speaks blessings over
U5 i 50 Many ways. Wwe peed to mne our ears aod hearts to Whoe He is. Get o
know His word, His atiribautes, His names. Then we will be able to better tecog-
nize when He is spesking tous.

Let’s grasp and cling to Ephesians 1: 3, 4, & 5, NLT that says He “has blessed
us with @very spirirual Meszing in the heavenly reaims becawsa we ane wnited with
Christ... God loved wr_ decided i advance to adopi us it Ris own family by
Beimging us to himee[f throwgh Jeswr Christ._and it gave him great pleasume. ™
Spoken blessmes from God. What a8 wonderful way to coniplete this year and
laumch ws it the next. Wy we ermulate Hion and speak blessings o others.
Selsh

God Speaks

Open God’s book, the Bille.
1t is Hiw love Levter fo you amd me.
Read with open heart, eyes, and sars.
Diiseern with a loving amnd willing spiris
in tme with God’s Holy Spiri.
The Light will come on and illumineg you.
Seek Him ay the shepherds and wize men did long ago.

“And yor will seek Me and flad Me,
when your search for Me with all your heart. ™
Jeremiah 29: 13

Eign and Jam love residing in the mountaing of Avery County.  Fisit Jan's new blog
@ pauseandeonsider net, Journgying with Jan; and KEen's photos at kenmeroppho-

rograpiy com. benmeropphofasrapiy.com is currently offtime. Bur Een's photos
can sl be zeen af Een-marop. pixels. com,

warw brenews.com
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By David Burleson
Burke Couniy

It is difficnlt o believe that almost half the school vear,
and the Chrisnmas holidays are ready to begin. The Mew
Dirnencions’ children have achieved 5 great deal of suc-
cess thus far and we anticipate even more achievements
during the remainder of the school year Our smdewts
have improved academically. competed wall athletically,
and participated prowdly in 3 variety of other activites.
Dfpst mportantly, we are prond that our children have progressed in their charac-
ter development and citizenship skills.

It was the renowned anthor, Charles Dickens, who once said: “There seems a
magic in the very name of Choistmas.” I know that each of ns shares Dickens’s
senfiments, evel more, when we think of the meaning of the holiday season and
the antcipation of being with family members and friends. The festvites of this
time of vear offer us many opporiumities by be with those who make our lives
special and to reflect wpon our nomerous blessings.

During thiz magical season, [ am maost thankfil for the privileze of serving as
vour director I am grateful to the staff members who shars their many gifis of
encouragement, lowve. knowledge. and patience with every student each day. Each
staff member makes daily conmibutions to scademic and personal success for
every child.

With continned commanity suppart and the dedicated staff of MWew Dimen-
sipns, we will exceed the level of past acconiplishments and experience even
greater growth in 20200, Chality schools are vital to the economic development of
our connty. Therefore, our school is dedicated to preparing our children fior suc-
cessful, productive citizenry.

I want to thank everyone in our school that works so dilizently each day o
provide the best possible educstion to onr students. My pratimede is extended to
ezch parent who has provided support to his/her child and to the school. We are
very blessed to live in a comnmnity that conscientionsly assumes its responsibility
to educate children and to provide the necessary respurces for their success.

Druring the entire month of December, Mew Dimensions is providing mumerons
opporunities for our school family to give back to comamnity organizatons that
assist those in need. From food drives to providing Christmas presents, our school
is very imvolved in belping others.

COur school has many activites planned o belp our families celebrate the holi-
days. These actvites include the following:

= Thursday, December 5 — Smdent Half Day

= Thursday, December 5 — T Iverson Fiddls Parade

= Tuesday, Diecember 10 — Mew Dimenszions E-4 Christmas Program — Middie
School Anditeriom — § p.m.

= Wednesday, December 11 — Warmior Wednesday

= Thursday, Diecember 12 — First Grade Fialdimp fo the Muotcracker — Hickory
= Thursday, December 12 - Mew Dimensions 5-8 Christmas Program — Middle
School Auditorinm — & pom.

= Fridsy, December 13 — City Officials to Greet Smdents

= Monday, December 16 — Eeaders Theater — All Classrooms — B a.m.

= Thursday, December 19 — Polar Express Mizhe at WS — Middle Schoo] Andito-
man— 530 pm.

= Monday, December 23 to Friday, Japuary 3 — Chrisimas Break

Ag 2020 approaches. we anticipate the yesr with exciternent; yet, we know
much work is yet to be done. It is invperative that we continue fo work tomether as
a8 Conummity to continne to emphasize the importsnce of education. It is also of
great imporiance to meet the needs of each student that is in oar school.

As pur school contimmes to work with parents and the compuonity o fulfill dhe
challenge of educating our children, please share your ideas and suggestions. Your
input is greatly sppreciated and needed. Together, we can accomplish so moch for
the young people of our school.

Best wishes to you and your family for the most blessed of Chrisimases and
the best of new years. With your continwed support, the Mew Dimensions Chaner
School can and will help each child achieve all the success and happiness he/she
so richly deserves. Together we can make sure that no child is left belind.

Ixniid Burleson is the Director of the New Dimenzions Charter
School in Burke Coundy.

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recouery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

Helidags 1 Valdise

Concerts at the Rock
January 11, 2020: Darin & Brooke Aldridge
February 15, 2020: Nu Blu with Merle Monroe
March 7, 2020: Caroling Biue Band
Old Rock Schoo! » Tickets available online
at concertsattherock.com.

Movies at the Rock
December 7, 2019: A Christmas Story
*with wisit from Sonta & Mrs. Clous!
January 10, 2020: Wizard of Oz
March 13,2020 Space Jam
Old Rock School Auditorium = Fom » Register online

Old Colony Players Presents:
A Christmas Story

December 13-15 & 20-22 = Old Rock School
For ticket information go to oldcolonyplayers.com
or call 828-522-1150

Valdese Christmas Parade
December 7, 2019 » Downtown Valdeses 1040
The parade will begin ot the corner of Church Street &
Main Street and will continue to Morgan Street. There will
also be an open house at the Pledmont &
Western Raifroad Museum.

Christmas in Valdese
December 13, 2019 = Old Rock School » 6PM
Town tree lighting, Christmas carols by Voldese
Etementary Students, and a visit from Santal

Mingle with Kris Krinﬁal’e
December 14 = Old Rock School = 8:30AM-11:304M
Breakfast provided by Valdese Fire Department

with Santa and his elves. 3 Sessions avafiable.
Tickets available at visitvaldese.com.

Historic_—=,

VALDESE

visitvaldese.com ¢ 888-VALDESE

828-652-4525

McDowell County Farm Bureau
21 Buncombe St

Call the agents who call
North Carolina home.

Halping vou is wiat we gz bast.

FARM |
BUREAU

INSURAMCE
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Creation Answers i

account of Adamn and Eve. They wy to fit ir inro the Bible before Adam and Eve
appear on the scens. But if that's oue thep we nust reconcile the foszil record,
which 1z 3 record of death” Palsontolezists have even discovered camrvorons
acivity, cancerous nunors 2ud thorns in the fossil record.

Dieath before vin

This kas massive theslogical muplicatons. When we accept the tdea of mil-
lioms of vears we ara saying that there were millions of years of death, disessze,
and Hloodsked before Adam simned. Bur thus confradicts the clear reaching of the
Bibla where God prooounced His completad creaticn “very good” and where daath
aoouTed because of the event of Adam sinning

When we put millions of years of dme into the Bible ke this, suddenly por-
nons of Scripoure make no sense; Fomans 6:23 ° . For the wages qf sim is dearh
I dearh occurred bofore Adam sinned, what ane the wages of sinT Fomans
512 ¢ L by one man sin eniered into the world and death By sim .. " Death could
nat have entered becanse of Adams sin if 1f was thers already. Hebrews 8222 ¢
without the shedding of Blood there i1 no forgtveness . " What wonld the shed-
ding of Blood kave to do with forgiveress of sin if bloodshed kad been occwring
for millioas of years?

This affect: the Gospel

This directly affects the Gospel message because Tesus was sent 1o repay
the debt that Adam’'s sin brought. Jesus died a plysical death shed His blood
conguerad sin and death apd promised o renurn and restore the world 1o the way It
was ‘in the begirming”. If millions of years of bloodshed ocoarred prior 1o man's
sin. what will God restors the world to in the funars?

I the world really is milliows of vears old then the creadon accouns seems
muore like mytholozy than history, but this i3 meonsistent with Jesws® teaching. He
zave a direct endorsement to. and 2 warming against dishelieving, the writings of
Moses in Jobn 5:48—37 when He said “Jfyou balieved Mosez, vou would belicve
mg, for he wrate about me But since vou do not beileve whar ke wrote, haw ang
you going fo belicve whar I zay?

Wlost pon-belisvers today deny the writings of Moses, and so reject the teach-
ing of Chorist, Creation is thousht of in evelntonary terms; sin is “something fum”,
the law iz oo lonzer ‘rzht froon wrong” but whatever you decide. And the belief in
& global Flood is almost vmiversally rejected.

For Chrstizns, deaying the writings of MMoses but clinging to the teachings of
Jesus is moonsistent thivking. Unfortanatraly, atheists seem 1o understand thesa
inconsistencies mora than mest Chnsdans and capitalize oo them when oving
nnderuine the Chrisoan worldvisw and promots their own. Looek at the following
quate froan atheist Fichard Bozarth from the February 1978 i2sne of American
Athejsr

It bacomes claar mony thar the whaole justification of JTasus® lifs and daath
is predicated oo the existence of Adam and the forbidden fruit be znd Eve ate.
Withowt the origieal sin, who peeds to be redesmed? Without Adam’s 211 info
3 life of constant sin termunated by death what purpose is there o Christaniny”
Mooe, What all this means is that Choistswiny canpot lose the Genesis accoumt of
creation ... Chostianity is fghting for its very life”

Not a side issue

Far from being 2 side izsue, the creanow'svolivdon debate is ar the forefront of
the assault ow the Christian worldview. Creanon Mnusines Intemational exises
to halp pastors and church lsaders agqup their conpregations in this vital sres of
arigin from 2 God-bonoring, ‘Bible first’ perspectiva.

Dlamy timies. ir iz hard to share the Gospal of Tesns bacaze of quastons tlat
srize from the books of Moses.

Mdost Chrisoans have questons about science and the Bibla, and many stuggles
with their faith becausa of them Wimessing can be difficuls bacauze the world
a=ks tough questioas in these areas and many Christans feel ill-equipped to an-
swer Many tinees, i is hard o shars the Gospel of Tesus bacause of guastions thar
arize from the books of Moszes,

What abons dinosaurs? Where did Cam zet his wife? How do you Enow there's
2 pod? Whear about evelanon? Could MWoah ger all the anirals on the Ark™ Was
the dood global? What about datmg methadsT
Equipping the church

CBAT": expert speakers, many of whom are Ph T sciennsts, accept invitatons
from churches to present answars to these and many other guestions i 3 profes-
sional nonconfrantations] manner, while nevar straving from the autharity of
Scrpmare.

Theay can show your congreganon many exsmples of how science suppors
what the Bible says in Gepesis, The presentations are fas: pacad with PowsrPoint
graphics that hold the atentdon of evervore from Jo Hizh and wp.

From testmonies that we kave received over 30 years of nunistry, & patfermn bas
developed Afer mestnz: people become excited abour the word of God, s2e thar
it can be defended logically, and begin wimessing with more beldness.

[f wou're interested m booking one of our speakers] or wonld like more infor-
mation you can confact ws or email eventsgicreation info

Futh Offers Wisdom in

Handling Unknowns

By Marlen= Houk
Burke Covng

2 Chronicles 20:12 “Neriher now we what fo do, but
QT V65 arE upon Yo

Lwsza TerFleurst states in ber boaok. “When we need
to kwow something as a Christisn it makes ws nom to
God. We are willing to follow God even though we
don’t knowr what we're doing.” (Terkaurst, 2018)

Does the vmkoown afact ns” Building that first house? Leamung the meiricacies
of 2 new jobT Canng for our first bakay: that fuy buman, halpless and dependen:
upon o knowledze and wisdom?

Wiy busband and [ experienced signsficant confnsion when we brought our
daughrer bome. She seemed quite delicate apd dainty, ot what was conung ot of
bar wasn't! Afer seven trmes, while my lmsband paced fraptically, be suggested
we take her back to the hospital! Even afrer vears of helping my mother keep
babies in our bome, [ was confuzsed myself Afrer we calmed down and realized
2 babv's diet may canse ber to assimilate differently and newhorns: needed to get
their systems working, we beaved sighs of relief. But those emetions ran kigh
bacanzse we dido’t know what to do.

Afrer reading the book of Futh, T rezlizad that unknoams B her srony. Mot
knowing creates within ns emotons rapging fom esgemmas: o fear and fom
rapid heartbeat to goosebamps. Unawareness creates devastanng results as in the
sinking of the Titamic.

Bz, as Christians, when we realize that God koows our unknowns, we don't
naed to et abour them. We do need o research, collect informaron, and maka
dacisions, Bur many tmes unkoewns sill exist. [T we tmain owrselves, they cao
apcouraze us 1o st the God whe knows. We can then make our decisions—rbur
leave the purcone to Him. Enowing that God is already in the Samare, waiting for
usg, clears the foz of panc and erapowers ns to focus.

Tha best emotion to come Tom unknowns could be amazement and wonder
when God shaws 1s spirdmnal meth. Inazmee what Boch fels a5 she realized that
God had indead takan care of har and Waamt by preparing Boaz for them. Experni-
ancing the muth of God's care bimhed woader in ber beart at the generosity of her
newly foumd Fedesmer

Poath's unknowms show us how to cope with our uncertainties. Looking at
Foash's story in a genenic way revezls that her unknowns are very sinilar oo ours
today. The following list contzins a few of the vokowns in ber namative.

1. She dide’t know about ber direction m life.

. Bhe didnt know bow to walk with a fnend through grief.

. She didn’t know bow to find a msband.

. Bhe dign’t know whe to oust. She possibly knew her future bushand for less
than three months.

Hew do we handle the fealmgss thar arise foon unknoams in our lives? Dines
vour heart sink at the srray of many chodcesT Sometimies being haalthy alndss us
and canses fmstraton and fear Couversaly, you may be eager o attack vour lack
of knowledge. MMany mizht shout, Googla! [ agree becanse I research as quickly
as ab eyelash can blink. Or, perhaps, an mnkoown requires s to consalt au expent
such 25 3 specialist, repairman, or doctor, Ohar stuggles may demand to amonlate
them to a2 professional such as & covmselor or peychiamst to help us separate oux
amotons Tom our identiny

As Chrisnans, our confision puskes uws o follow the Troth, oodzes us o go and
witk in God's felds, and cawses us to look 1 Jesus who prerces our concams with
clarty.

Hew is Fnrh showing ns methods for dealing with our imknoamsT

1. Followr the tuth that you do know: For example. Boaz followed the Mosaic
lzw that he kpew, (Fath 3:11-12) We know thar Christ folfillad the law and thar
John 14:6 says that He is the muth %o, when we follow Hion, we follow the math

2. Go do the next rght thing. (Fath 2:2) Buth asked Mapmni if she could go,
and Maomi said go. Puth went, even thouzgh ske didn't kpow where to coanect
with ker kinsman-redesmer. Her story overflows with Buth going wo the £elds 1o
provide for ber oother-in-law

3. THINE abouar the way God works in your life. (Futh 2:12) Fealize tmaths
from whar Grod bas already dope. Futh, at some pomt, leamad that Boeaz’s mother
was A prostme, rescued by Hebrew spies. They saved Fahab and her family, and
she hecams Boaz's mother. (AManhew 1:5) Pouth conld rezson froom this that God
was 3n inclusive God aed be would find a way for her to fif in oo,

Tloaw, A few decades later, we demonsmate more relaxaton in our role as mom
and dad. We followed parenting maths gleaned Som vears of adwice. My bushand
and I acavated this wisdon i the daily care of cur children. And we acquired
priceless muths fom this joumey. We learnad, like Farh, that our unknowns lead
us to God and His ways for dealmg with them. Buth's plan for managing un-
knowns (follow, go. think) is ready for you to glean fom the Xaster’s hands,

Reference; TerFieurst, Lysa It's Mot Supposad 1o Be This Way. Thomas Mal-
son, 2018

Mariene Houk is a regwlar conmibutor o Blue Ridge Chriztian Nows. Her passion
iz fo delve deeply infe the truths of Bible women and to dizcuszs those in Bibie
Srudves called Rackstage Pass o Bible Women. She and her husband dizcover jay,
mrrure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenchoukid belisoush. net
Learn more abows woween i the Bible af Marfene T webzite: www MarigneHouk
O
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Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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y Public Schools

School Board Celebrates

Deed Presentation
By Cheryl Shaffler
Burke Couniy

The Burke Covwty Beard of Educaton celebrared
a gift of land from the swate on Friday, Ocrtober 23,
2019 during a special called meenpg at Liberty Middle

School. The Morth Caroling Deparment of Aznonlre
sipmad over to Burke County Public Schools the nearty
50 arres of land that Liberty Middle and Warth Libary
School st on a3 well a5 an addidonal 28 acres of land near the Liberty property
and behind Panon Hish School.

Burks County Board of Educaton Chair Bandy Burns said when he realized
Burke County Public Schools had besn leasing the land from the state for Liberty
NOddle and Morth Liberty, which opeaed in 1982, e songht the Board of Zduca-
Oon's permussion o pursue acquiring the land. Burns contacted Burke County
Board of Conuniszioners Chaimman Johnnie Carswall, who in fam reacked ot to
Burke Counry's state legislators Fep. Hugh Blackwell and Sew, Warren Dianisl,
Carswell, Blackwell, and Daniel were all ar Liberry for Friday's mestng, as were
Horth Carolma Deparmnent of Adminisoation Depuary Secrstary Mark Edwards,
Asgsiztant Dismict Forester Mathaw Gatling Burke Covnty Board of Commiszioners
Vice Chairroan Scoft Blolwsee, Comppmizssioner Jeffrey Brimain, County Manszar
Brvam Stesn, and Covwty Clark Eay Dravghe. In addition o Buomns, Board of Eda-
cation Vice Chair Buddy Armonr and members Edasz Waller, Dr. Don Hemstrest,
Sath P Humt Jr, aed Fev, Dr BL Icard were present.

Burns satd, “Today iz a celebration. We have worked for a year and 2 half o
owo years on gettng this land and today, we got it.™ Burns thanked all of those
mwvolved in mansfermring the land over 1o the schools and ovited Blackwell and
Carswall to spesk.

Blackwell said, “This is 3 fum occasion ™ He thanked Sen. Daniel for his col-
laboraton on the project. the Depampeant of Azriculnare for their willingness o
donate the land and the Morth Careling Deparmuent of Adroivismanon for process-
ing the deed. The land was fonwerly part of a foresoy education center in Morzan-
ton, and Blackwel] read 2 lefrer from Morth Carelinag A grnonlnure Commissiomer
Steve Trooder stating excitement for the oppornety for the land to contimie to be
used for education purposes.

Carswell s3id be s excitad for the frtare. “This i3 what collaboration can do,”
Carswall said “Mr Bums and [ mlk daily sbout educaton and the neads of our
stodents. Burke County Public Schools has one of the hardest working boards and
collabaoration Betwveen the boards of educaten and comimissioners has never bean
beter. Wa are looking o the futare and are zll abont advancine. We don't konow
what Burke Counny will be like in 10 vears, bur this county i growing, the popa-
Lattow is coming back, business is moving bere, and I s excirad 10 be 2 small pan
of tha futnre We are moving forvard, snd this 1= a2 grear dav for our county.™

Burke County Public Schoals Supenntandent Dr. Lamy Pumam recommendad
the Board of Edwcation acceps the donstion of 77 acres of land from the Depart-
meent of Agriculnre in accordance with the board's policy on gifts, Following 2
mxotion from Annour oo recotmnsndation with “appreciadon to all wvobred,” and
a second on the motion from Huaar, all school board membars approved acceping
the lapd as 2 2ift from the state.

Weller recognized Buarms fior hus efforts in acquiring the land and said, “We ars
such a great tesie working together and working with the county and the stafe o
get this done.™

Burns skharad his apprecianon mo all iovolved, inclading fellow school board
members. He said, “T am blessed to work with an awesome board. I is a pleasure
to serve the smdents of Burke Connty with thern apd all of this would not be pos-
sible writhout our texmwork and collaboration ™

Upon fonually handing over the land deed to Buoms, Adminismation Depaty
Sacretary Edwards said, “I can think of no bemer nse of these resources than for
the laed o be put 1o use for educating the next gensration.”

Liberty Middle School student zovernment representatves partcipated Fnday
by leadmg the group m the Fledze of Allegiance and leading those in attandance
on &t of the school following the mesting.
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LIBERTY L
Middle Sehool

Chard Shgffler iz the Public Ralations Offfcer for the Burke County Pubiic School
Swrtam.

Morganton Baptist Church

Dreadful or Delightful?
Perspectives for a God-honoring Christmas

By Dan Charallo
Burke Cowuntgy

Is it ot hard 1o belizve that 2012 1= nearly past?
Mearly all of ws will readily acknowledze this year
paszed by quire guickly. As it draws near to its concha-
sion, we are fared with the bustest time of the entira
yaar Each year, we find cvrselves overconuuimed,
axhansted, and fustersd. Many have made pravious
resolurions o never lat it happen again; ved, many find
themsabves nght back io the same mut. Mapy magically approach this dme of vear
with dread. when God wonld have us spproack it with delizht. Dioing so neces-
sitates that we gain & proper perspective and sirive fo mamtain it Adopt these fiva
principles to easure this mme of year ts delightfinl, not dreadfial.

1. Priorinize the mportant. If vou do not conscionsly prioritze things, that wiich
is most impartant will soon be crowdad ot offen uninteatorally, The most
important element of any person’s life is kis relatonship with the Lord. Daily
culdvats that reladonship through praver and Bible smdv. Make sure thart the fzm-
ity maintains the proper priority and they tuly sense their importance. That may
mean aring things down and just eapjoying spome time togather

2. Fealize perfection ts not 3 requirsmeant. For those who koow mie yon kpow I
a2 perfectnondist and like everythins to zo stooothly — perfectly acmally! How-
aver, the reality s often nmch different Accept that everyihing may ot be per-
fect, that scanebody mizght be unhappy, or that you did 0ot measurs up to 2 carain
standard (ofren your own). Deenunine o enjoy the dme spd not b=oome fnstered
rying to maks everything perfect While amempring o serve Jesus, Marmhka grew
very frusmated over ker sister’s lack of mnvelvelnent. Interestngly, it was Martha
who was rebuked (Luke 10:33-420.

3. Awvoid overcomaninuent. Many of us soaggle to say “Mo,” especially this dme
of vear. It saemis that everybody kas a pany or apother event w attend. God knsw
whar He was doing when He gave us twenty-four bours in a day and zeven days a
week. Flecognize vour own limitations and aveid being overcommirted. Cvercom-
mimmant inevitably resulis in stress, frustraten, and bort feelings.

4. Avaid last-roinute preparation. If possible, strive to avoid the last-numute
preparations, regardless of what they might be. Little enjovment and sarisfaction
are derved from last-mninute shopping, cooking. wrapping, e, Manage your ome
wizaly to avold last-mimare preparations.

5. Find some quiet thme. Coe of the most inmizuing statements o me in the Word
of God 1s found m Luke 2:19 where we read, “Sur Mary Bept all these things, and
povdered tham in her heart. ” Despite the mmexpected location 1o give birth to the
Mezsial and the visit of the shepherds. MMarv found mne to ponder all that mans-
pirad. Tesns frequenthy took mue away Som everyons in crder fo find His neaded
gquiet ome {cf Mark 1:35) and metucred His disciples to do the same (BJark
§:31). Find zome queet time and spend it with the Deord. You will be smazad at
howw thes mme will recharze von and enable youn to maincain the fght perapecive.

Pastar Dan Qurallo iz pastor Morganfon Bapiict Church. Chack ur our on our
walsite www morgastonbapiizi ner or find us on Facebook and TouTlibe.
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The Amazing Rest of God!

Grod wants us to enjoy our everyday lives. Jobm 10:10
=ays that Jesus died for us so we “may have and anjoy e,
and have 1T in abundance [to the fAdl, 01 it overflows]™
(AMP). But it seems so many peaple wino say they belisve
in Jesus are not really enjoying thedr lives,

It"s tragic to think that Jesus paid the price for our sins,
that He suffered to make that sacrifice, and yet there are Christians who are strug-
gling juost to gef by and make it throngh esch day:

The key to having sbundant life in Christ is iving by God’s grace throngh
faith. Bacause grace is His power working in us that enables us to do whatever we
need to do in Life.

Dion't Go It Alone

When we ity to do evervihing in our owm strength and leave God out of the
equation, we just et worm-~out and frostrared by our mistakes and failures. Bt
when we lsan oo God, we enter info His rest and can enjoy our lives, no matter
what our circumstances may be.

Hebrews 4:0-11 (AMP) says, “So there reming a Jll and complaie] Sabbath
rest for the people of God. For the one who has once entered His rest has alzo
rested from [the weariness and pam off hiz human lnbers ... Let us, thergiore,
make @very gffort fo enter that rest [off God, fo know and experience if for omur-
sehvesy ... "

Nu-LtErEtufGndis not & rest from work—it’s & rest in work. It's parmering
with God to do what He is calling yon to do by His prace and leaving the part youn
can’t do in His hands. trostimg Him to do it Hebrews 4:3 says it this way: “For wa
who believe [that iz, we whe personally trust and confidentiy rely an God] enter
that rest. "

Start by Believing

When I'm mying to believe, I haven't entered God's rest. But when I do be-
lieve, I have complete rest in Him Living by faith is not a life of stuggle—it's
rest. And you can enter God's rest in every area of your life.

I've discovered that the stress in my life is caused by the way I approach mry
circumsiances and the attitnde T have toward them It was a fuming point for me
when I realized that the world will probably mever chamze, but I can leam how to
change the way I zo about handling simations that are challenging.

Omne key to this is knowing that as believers m Christ, we are parmers with
God—we have 3 part and He has 3 part in everything He calls us to do. When
we don’t do the part, we can do and we Ty to do His part, that’s when we live
stressed-out with wommy, fear, amcdety, fustration, no peace, and no joy.

The reason this kappens sometimes is that we think God needs our help. We
meditats on the probleny—rolling it over and over in our mind worrying, Tving to
fizure ont how things shonld work out It's like we're tellmg God, “T kind of think
You need my help, and I'm not sure Yon can take care of this sineation, Lord.™

We need to realize that wormying is useless! It's like siting in a rocking chair,
rocking all day, weanog yourself out and getting nowhere, Trusting God means
We Eive up worrying, reasoning and anccisry and we enter His rest with simple
childlike faith—we live by grace through farth!

Living by Grace

Ephesians 2:8-9 is a great scripiure that says we're saved by grace thronzh
faith. And we walk out our relationship with God and His plans for our lives the
sEme way we receive salvation: by grace throngh faith.

This is possible because Jesus made the perfect sacrifice for us when He gave
His life. raking our guilt and condemmation and payving for our sms. Through a
personal relationship with Tesus, we access God's grace sowe can do what He's
callimg ns to do.

It's so amazing to know that God is always with us, giving us His grace for
everything we need to do i life. Trost God's nnconditional love for you today. Do
what you can do and give Him everyihing else. And when vou find yourself ges-
ting frstrated or feeling overwhelmed, lke wow just can't do it anymiore, remem-
ber to stop, pet vour focus back on Him snd enter His rest once again

Jovee Meyer is a New York Iimes bestzelling author and founder of Joyee Mayver
Ministries, Inc. She has authored mora than 100 books, including Barflgfield af
rhe Mind and Cherioad: How fo Unpiug, Unwind and Dnleash Tourse{f from the
Pressure of Stress (Hacherre). Sha hosts the Exjoving Evervday Life radio and TT
programs, which air on hundred: gf station: warldvide. For mone fjfbrmation,
VISIT WWH OV CEREar 0T E.
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Retirement Resources Management

One Last Thing
Before The End Of The Year

By Steve (Faito
MeDowell Coumty

A= we wrap up 2019, there is one tax-saving sorategy o
implement T am talking abowt 8 ROTH IRA conversion. Back
in 2018 the Tnowp tax plan sienificantly reduced individoal
tax brackets. This is good news for those that kave refitement
plans like IR &"s, 401({k), 403(k) and 457 plans. For them as
well 25 most workers they would have a limdted fhne to pay less taxes on these
income spurces. The bad news is that these loar taox brackets sunset in 2025 smd
remarmn to the 2017 levels, if nothing is dome. This sunset provides a unigqne op-
porumity fior anyone with a gualified retivement plan. Properly stactared yon
can convert thess plans o a ROTH IFA and insulare these accounts from fomre
tax increases. Becmse of the cunrent fax brackets and the sunset, you can spread
out the taees on these plans over the next 5 vears mnd pay less taxes over the long
heml. T often pet the question of why should I pay taxes now instead of delaving
25 long as possible. The awewer iz snnple math This is the very reason yon should
consider thiz. I helieve that taxes will be higher in the fwtore amd if the “Secure
Act” is passed your estate would pay considerably more. Let me show yon how
this works:

Bill has ao [FA worth $250,000 and 3 4% withdrawal per year and is in the
25% tax bracket state and federsl. If be converts the 5230 000 over 5 years that is
550,000 per yvear and be stays in the same tax bracket. He would pay $12,500 in
taes each year or 537,500 in taxes and hawve $212,500 in a ROTH IRA. Mow if
Bill takes the 4% from either of the acooumts it wonld be like this.

Keep as [RA $250,000 *_04 = $10,000 - 52,500(taxes) = $7500 after taxes
Roth IRA §212,500 * 04=$8,500 tax free

The other question is since there is mors money mn the existing TRA it will
grow larger. Let's see what happens in 10 years:
Eeep IFA grows st §% per year would be 3454 840 * 4=518 104-
§4,540=%13 545 after taxas
BOTH IFA grows at §% per year wonld be 3386, 622* (4=515 4465 tax-free.

S0, you can see that yon will have more income while still just withdrawing
4% Mow if taxes increase, which I beliewve will happen you will have already
paid your tax oblieation and now bave reduced the taxes vou would have paid
ower vour lifefime.

There are many things to consider when comverting TRA"s to BOTH IR.A's and
therefore I provide analysis to ses what impact this will have oo your corment tax

simation a5 well as your lifefime tax obligation. My zoal is to help you pay the
least amwount of incomme taxes over your lifetime and even your estate. There are
also other options to 3 FOTH IF.A which I can review and see if they are appro-
priate for you and your nniqae simation.

The bottom line is now is the perfect mne 10 consider convernng your qualified
refirement plans to a tax-free option. If vou mention this article, I will waive the
fee for analyzis throngh the month of December.

Finally, as Diecember is the month. we celebrate the birth of noy Lord smd
Savior, Jesus Christ, I encourage everyone to share the love, prace. amd peacs that
only Jemas can bring. T wish yon the best this Christmas and the coming vear.

Merry Christmas
Steven W Grito i a certjfied fimamecial planner, owner of Faith Based Health Care
and Retremant Resource Management, National Speaker on the topic gf Social
Security optimizaiion, gueted in rational publications ke Money Magazima, US
News and World Reporss and Fox Busines. Loves fo educaie and teack on finan-
cial tepics like faxanion gf refirenent accoumis, long fam care, healthcare, and
gfficient savings plans for small bunimesses. Haz provided finamcial plamng for
missionaries threneh the Internaiional Mission Board,

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Freedom Life Enterprises:
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* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

+ Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « B28-559-2700

unmatchedss™
American Quality

40 YEARS OF QUALITY
CRAFTSMANSHIP

200 ETHAMN ALLEN DRIVE
SPRUCE PINE, N.C. 28777
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WWW.BUCKSTOVE.COM

www. bremews . com

December 2019 - Blue Fidge Chiistian Mews page 45



The Characters of Christmas

The Unlikely People Caught

up in the Story of Jesus
By Daniel Darling

With ity sparkly lights, piles of gifis, and beartwarming
sentiments, it"s easy to becoms caught up in the fhary of ac-
tiwity ar Christmas, forgetting about Who is at the center of
it all. How do we recapiore our love for the Christmas story, for Jesus, and better
understand those who played a pivotal role in His birth?

“Christmas is more than Hallmark mevies and mips o Grandma’s bouse,” says
Daniel Darling, anthor of The Characters of Christmas (Mdoody Publishers/'Ocio-
ber 2019). “It is the celebration of the birth of the Son of God, the long-promised
Mdessiah. It's the in-breaking of the kingdom of God. That's wiy it's important fior
s 10 not get caught up simply in the sentimentality of Christmas without realizing
wihat it is we are celebrating ™

In The Characters of Chrisomas. Darling 3 prolific writer, and the author takes
readers back to the time of Christ’s birth looking at the wnisual proup of misfits,
societal ontcasts, and often overlnoked charac-
fers im the Chrstmas story. From the angels to r 4 ; T
Itlﬂsltherdsmﬂnmnkupar{dldlnmﬂjr L .,...-- £
mmnéﬁfﬁfwm mﬂ?:f,hfim . CHARACTERS
the Christmas story, and digs deep to reveal of L'..IIRI.‘rI'F"."-L-'I-:-'-+

tmths fromn their lives that mpact believers
i

today. He shares fresh takes on characters like:

= Joseph: Joseph was 3 man of simple faithful-

ness who did the next right thing in fromt of

him. He knew who he was. and he was com-
mitted to Scripmre.

= hary: Thizs voung, Jewish peasant gir] is

at the center of everything. Mary said yes to

the kard call of discipleship, even though the
circumstances weare exiraordinary.

= The Innkeeper: The Bible doesn’t even men- 3
l:innn' ] ,lﬂlt mnsttu‘m‘tnld REANRL Blums B
Toseph and Mary the inn was foll. Regandless,
in the end, the innkeeper found room for Jesus. What do we do when Jesus inter-
rupts our life?

= Simeon and Avna: Yoo may not see them in vour everyday Chrisimas pageant,
Tt thess tone ordinary people faithfolly anticipated the coming of Jesus, agzinst
all odds.

= The Wise Men: There were most likely more than three bt these men songht
Jesns at & great personal sacrifice. We can leam a lot about generosity from these
men—we give gifis to each other and to the work of the Lord as a celebration.
Char King ks come and His joy overflows fom our hearts to our hands and iobo
the lives of others.

Diarling also shares insights info the song of the Angels, the shepherds, Herod,
Simepon and Anna. Zechariah and Elizabeth as well as gives a detailed look info
the surprising people in the lineage of Christ

“All the characters of Christimas pomt, not to themselves, but to the central
fipure in the Christmas namative, Jesus, the One whose birth. life. death and res-

umrection chanps everything ™ says Darling. “This supporting cast allows us to get
& closer look at the COme wheo is worthy of cur worship.™

Dyl Darling i a prolific author and spaakar wiho belfeves Christmaz music
should be sung ail year round. He currently serves ar the Fiee President for Com-

Something To Think About -
Do We Have Guardian Angels?
By Dennizg Love

McDowell County

The Bible mives believers 8 wonderful promise in He-
brews 1:14. It says; “That angels are minisiering Jpiris sent
Jorth fo minister fo thoze gf uz who are hefrs gf salvaion. ™
This simply means that if you are a Christian, vou have one
or more angels assigned directly to you. These smgels are the ones that we refer to
as gmardian angels. So, the answer to the question “Dio we bave guardian angels™
is YES we dp. Motice that the umsaved person doesn’t have them. bt God has
provided them for His people. In Matthew 18:10, Jesus said “Take heed that you
dazpise not ong gf these iftle ones; for I gy wnte vou, that i Hemven their angels
diy ahways behoild the firce of My Father wiich iz fn Hegven ™ This verse specifi-
cally declares that children have puardian angels. Jesus Christ gives a strong
wamning concerning lifile children. He said, “Don ¥ despize the livle ones.™ He
is reminding ns that they are surmonnded by sirong protectors. It is proof positive
that God gives to His people gnardian angels. Perhaps you can recall 3 moment
in your life when you received help, or some kind of snidance or some kind of
protection that was beyond lnuman explanation. [ conld share several instances
oy life, and if you will thimk abowt it, 50 conld you® The Bible says in Psalm 34:7
that; “The angel of the Lord camps rownd abouit them that fear Him, and He deliv-
@rs theme ™ The word “camps™ or “encampeth™ means “to pitch a tent and stay.™
Therafore, (rod kas promised His people that we have an angel standing right next
o us!

Izm’t that a8 wonder-
ful promize! Your
suardian angel is not
CIMISINE OVET ¥OU
&0 30,000 feer. He
isn't checking on the
conditions in South
Africa or Europe.
Your puardian angal
to you at this very
moment In fact, you
are more protecied
than the President of
the United States when be is summounded by his secret service. Now maybs you
are thinking, I am not that important. I am not the President. Mo, you are not, but
you are 8 Child of the Eing. You may not be a naber, or an emperor, o the Pope.
Bt you are next of kin to the great [ Am! God is nght now watching over you
and protecting you! As long a5 yvou walk this earth, your guardian angel will walk
with you. They are ministering spirits seaf forth to minister to those of us who are
heirs of salvation.

In miy opinion that's something wonderful to think shout!

Dy Demmiz Love iz the Senior Paztor af Glamwood Baptist Church in Marian,
NC. He and kiz wife Ficki have baem married for 39 years and thay have beent in
Marion for fhoe vears. They have fwo sons and three grandehildren.

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
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Ehﬂitmls Fagﬂnt
By Wanda Harding
Tamcey County

West Bummsville Baptist Church prasents the 10th
amrmal West Bumsville Christmas Pageant, "Christ-
mas Unwrapped,” a musical dramatization of the life
of Christ. Join us a5 we unwrap the mee meaning of
Christmas and celebrate almost twenty years of shaning
the story of JTesus. Performances are Sanoday, December
T at 7 pm, Sunday, Decernber 8 af 10:30 am and 3 pm, and Monday, December 2
at 7 pm. Admission is free. You may make reservations for large groups by calling
the church office at §28-682-3000. The clnarch is located ar 222 West Bumsville
Church Foad, one mile west of town square.

Fanda Harding lives im Burnnviile with her hushand of 31 years and has bean
part gf the Creative Team for the pageant since s mcepfioon,

For God so loved the world, thar ke pave his only begotien Son, thar wheseever
believeth in him shonld nof perich, but have everlesting Gfe. John 2:146

NOT Like The World

By Shaam Thoomss

"Tou shall not do what is done in the land of Egypt
whare you Jived. nor are you fo do what i dong in the Tand
gf Canaar where I am bringing you, shall mot walk in their
stanufes. ” (Lewitous 18:3)

This is 50 applicable to Christians today. People are
abways saying things like: “we need to be like the world;
we nesd 1o entertaim like the world, be businesslike hike the
wuorld;” and =0 on. But God says B0 “Tou shail NOT do
what is done in the land ...~ He says His goal for His people is HOT to be like
the world! They are to follow HIS word instead. He says in 4, “Tou are fo perform
MY judgmanis and beep MY statutes, to live in accord with them, [ am THWH
your od. " Sadly, too many in the chrch are dome the opposite. using the
world's standards as their model and pwids. for worship, for bosiness. finances,
relstionships, ministry, morals, efc. But this is a tragic mistakes. God says we are
WOT to be like them “Tow shall NOT do what iz done ™ by them!

Last we think this is an “0Old Testament™ concept only, Jesus echoed this same
warming in the Mew Testament In Bdatthew 20, He told His disciples: “Tou baow
that the rulers af the Gantiles lowd it over tham, and their gnead men EXercisg
authoriy over thene. It iz not 1R way among you, bul whoever wishes fo become
Ereat among you shall be your servant 7. Tust like His Father in Leviticas, Jesus
points His disciples to “the way of the world” and then says: “ir is NOT this way
among you.

Again Jesns is declaring that His followers are to be different. They are mot
to do things the way the rest of the world does. The guestion for those of ws who
consider oursalves to be His followers is: ARE we indeed different? Or are we just
“doing whart is dome™ i the land around us?

Shavwm Thomas is a Southern Baptist pastor for almost 35 years, T currenty semve
as Semtar Pastor gf the First Baprist Church gf Anglaton, Teras.
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PRUITT HEALTH WOULD LIKE TO
WISH YOU MERRY CHRISTMAS!

e PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

There's no place like home.

PruittHealth Home Health delivers premium care in the
comfort of your own home. Our clinicians provide nursing
services, physical and speech therapies, IV care, social
services, and more.

We provide the same exceptional service, with the same
caring staff, with a new name. The PruittHealth family is
growing, and we remain committed to caring for you and
your health.

Avery County: Mitchell County: Yancey County:
(828) 7331550 (828) 688-34m (828) 682-7825

pruitthealth.com
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