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Pause. . .and Consider

Forgiveness. . .a Sweet Fragrance
By Ken and Jan Metop
Avery Coundy

We entered the sanciuary of the church and
immediately breathed in the sweet fragrance of the
Easter Lilies. Mot only was the sir scented but
even the zracefinl, pure white blossoms seemed o
mmvite joyiul praise.

While celebrating, the glorous resurrection of
Jesus Christ, we can't forget the forgiveness of
Good Friday., Without the excrocianng pain of Friday's bemraval and unforgive-
ness by the mobs, we wouldn't have the 5 ¥ celebration of the empty tomnb.

Forgmveness was the hallmark of Goopd Friday and made it “good’ for all wio
would believe in Jesus Christ’s finished work on the cross; past, present, and
fwhare.

Fromm the cross, Jesus cried, “"Father forgnae them for they don 't Imow what they
arg doing, ™ Luke 23: 34 MLT. As be shed his hlood in our placre, be opened the
way to forgivensss and restoration; deliverance and hops.

Even the thi=f on the cross recognized him as the only way to etemal life and
azked Jesus to remember him when be came info his kingdom. And Jesus replied
(ws. 43), T e you, today you will be with me it paradize. "

Forgiveness is its own reward.

Withwonat it, the seeds of bitterness, resentment and anger baild and fester within
the heart of the ope withholding forgiveness. But once we realize that forgive-
ness is a decision, not a feeling. we take the first steps to embrace what God offers
ns. Mow, we can be willing to forgive another and. when we do, the weight of
nnforgiveness is lifted.

It's ot pretending you were not burt.  It's not rationalizing mappropriste be-
hawior It is petting my heart fght with God and releasing the other person to bis
authority.

And then we come o the empty toonb.

It does not soell of death. Tt is pulsing with fragrant life. He who overcame
sin and conquered death have burst forth offering us the gift of new life in him.

Forgiveness is costhy. But in Colossians 3: 13 NLT we are remminded, “Make al-
lowance for each other & firultz, and forgive ageone whe affends you. Remember,
the Lord forsave you, se you must forgna others

A zaying atiributed fo Mark Twain says it superbly. “Forgiveness is the fra-
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erance the violet shads on the beel that has crushed it™

I like to mpagine deep purple viokets and pure white lilies nuraculonsly bloom-
ingz as Jesus walked out of the tomb. With open hands and hearts, let's spread the
fragrance of His forgivensss and joy.

Exiravaganily given forgiveness results in joyfil praise.

He has risen. He has risen indeed! Selah

PROMISE QF SPRING
Decaying mulch hardly seems the bed for beauiy.
MNevertheless, it emerges from beneath the gronnd
Purple and white crocuses brealdng throngh winter 's harshmess.
A eross, crovwn of thorns and a borrowed fomb
hardly seem the lkely place fo find a promise
THll Jesus burst foreh from the tomb._ just as He said.
“Why do you seek the Inving among the dead? He is not here,
Bur iz riven!™
Luke 24: 5 and &

Eom and Jan love residing in the mountains of dvery Coumy.  Fisit Jan § new
blog [@pauseandeonsider.net, Journgying with Jan. EKen: photos can be seen at
kenmerapphotograpky. com
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When We Face Fear

Last month I infroduced 3 new series about umlikely
people that (eod chooses to wse. For Aprl T am gomg de-
viste from that series to address the fear that is gripping
our world. Twant youw fo realize I sm not 3 final authority on vireses, financial
markets or anything for that matter. T do have 3 personsl relationship with God
through His som Jesus Christ Through that relatonship, I have leamed a great
deal from His word, our Bible, regarding fear and bor His children are directed to
deal with if.

In the last thiny days, the Corona Viros has migrated from Wihan China and
infected every nation on the face of the earth. Bonging financial crises on a lewel
ot seen in America since the Great Depression. There is panic, fear, and delnsion
touching every bhome around me. Don't misunderstand me. I'm not taking this
virus ar the residnal effects of it for gramted. T accept it for what it 1= & devastating
sickmess that has killed ontold onmbers around the world and can continne.

I want to offer you peace of mind during the chaos that srips our lives today.
The phrass “fesr not™ is mentipnsd §2 times in the King Tames Bible. Ons of the
st BNCOUTAZING verses containing this phrase is Dande] 10:19 KTV “dnd said, O
man greatly beloved, fear not- peace be unto thes, be strong, yea, be strong. And
whan he had spoken unto me, Jwas strenethened, and said, Lef my lord speak;
Jor thou hast sirengthened me. " Dandel has a testimony that will touch the heart
of amyone willing to read and study his life and Gods work through it. In the face
of great adversity, (God said, “fear not " With those words come the consola-
tdon of peace. God does not simply give us words He also gives us peace during
adversity. I do not believe anyone would argme that we are not facing adversity
today. The people of God have in front of them a fortress of peace that passes all
understanding I do not know what the fiture holds for me. bot I assure von I have
peace knowing God is in control of the Corona Virns, the stock market, banks,
inferest rates, ras prices. and supply lines. I know God is in control of my life.

From this peace, we are encouraged to be sirong. Let’s think abont being
strong! Being strong requires us to rely on the wisdom and there is po greater wis-
dom than God. T realize thers are amazing men and women i science, medicine,
and even govermment, But they do not hold 3 candle to God. Our strength mnst
come from Him if we are to move forward with confidence. Being strong also
Tequires us to be prepared for the battle thar is in front of us. We are told by the
Apostle Panl in Ephesians § to put on the whole srmor of God! The fear that grips
the world around us comes from the evil of Satan. This anmor is prayerfully ap-
plied and farthfully used I am a firm believer that when we stand before the Lord
our armor will either be polizshed and well protected, or battle scared and well
mended. I believe God wants ns to use the srmor He has issned ns to do battle and
stand stronz Mot azainst each other but azsinst our cormmon enemy, the devil. Sa,

let’s find strensth throwrh prayer and faith to st God trongh the deys ahead.
I Enow its easy to sav [ will bat mnch more difficult to live it ont. But, we have
each other for encourazement and belp and love.

Motice next what I think is the most important thing Danie] said about soength
It came from the word of the Lord. The strength Dandel found wasn't within his
by, it was from his God. The word. We have strength waiting fior us in the pages
of our Bible. Some of us may not be able to meet with our charch family Tt we
can meet with our God through His word. Froom God's word we find the strenzth
to get us through a family crisis, fnancial crisis, medical crisis, and sy personal
crisis. For a little while, every day tom off the news and shut doam Facebook then
pick np your Bible

God's people can pat throngh this and amy of the residusl fall oot that comes
from it if we find strenpth from God's word. We nmast also share that sorensth with
those around us. I notice people with expressions of fear and delusion. When I
da, I iy to offer them words of love and encomagement from the grace of God's
word. We are the salt and the light Let's not lose our sawor of be extinguished
because of fear. There are many seeking the answer's that you and T have through
3 saving relsnonship with Fesns. Let’s remember the words of God, “fear not.”

Until we meet again in person or print, may God fchly bless you is my prayer!

Terry iz the Execurive Divector and broadeaster af The Inspiring Word media
minizry. Tou can contact Terry By email at theinspiringword|@gmail.com
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Bear Creek
Baptist Church

327 Bear Creek Road
Bakersville, NC 28705
www bearcreakbaptistcom

Reverend Bruce Cannon

Sunday School 9:45 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM
Discipleship 6:00 PM
Evening Worship 6:45 FM
Wednesday Worship 7:30 PM

“For God so loved the world, he
gave his only Son..."

Pastor - Billy Chapman

Sunday Moming — 10 AM

[Grassy Croek Baptst
r“'?“:Iﬁhrllrr.lsh :

733 Old NC 226 Hwy
Spruce Pine, NG
£28-765-4620

Ww.grassycreekbo.ong

Sunday School 10;00am
Moming Worship 11:00am

Sunday Night — & PM Sunday evening ﬁ:ﬂm
Tuesany Mgk =1:18 JAM. {Jesus and Me) B:30pm
Come Jain Lis "ﬁmmm:rm ml!
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The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
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207 Avenus 280 Chapel St
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g 20) wreew barmychaps|baptist. com
Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Willi
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Wednesday Sarvice 7:00PM Wmﬁ Sarvice 11:00 AM
Church Offica M-F Eve Care Mead/
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Cluiat I thls roe In ordar-fo sea e Servica 7:00 PM
of God framslamm our sate. Whars Evarybody is S
nation and word! {Sea John 17.21 And Jesus Christ is Lord!
Morganton Altapass Baptist
Seventh-day Church
Adventist Church 3631 mw
2187 Jamestown Road Spruce
Morganton, NC [
828-564-8212 worwe, allapass baptistehurch. arg
Pastor Steve Baltz Or. Marcus K. Benfield

Bunday Belves] - 10:00am
Worship =11 100am
Sunday Evaning - T:00pm

Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.

Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Sunday Youth - 7:00pm
Vegetarian Buffet after church PR 'ﬁmm ]
Wadnasday h-ll.ul.u.‘“q
Praisa, Fm?&r :ﬂ Prociaim - (Tean lll--—'r?-
www.morgantonsda.ong ..:.ll;ﬂhhl-a-—-d.
West Burnsville Burkemont
Baptist Church Baptist Church
222 West Bumsvills Church Rd. 4668 Burkemont Rd.
Bumsville, NC 28714 Maorganton, NC 28655
(B28)-682-3880 828-437-2357
For more information,
Pastor: Terry Long please visit
Sunday School: 245 a.m. waw burkemontbaptist.org

Fusian outh s, &30 pm e Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
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[Reaching ®ie Warld with he Everiasting] m—maﬁu—mm Wndmldur-Pmr,hrﬂ'& Al o
Gospel o DUl e L. Taviie Proclaim - 7:00pm bis-balieving Fellowship
mﬂmtfxﬁmﬂm MMF Gad! www gresthopesds. com Loving God and Loving People
T‘ &
Spruce Pine United Newland Christian Charch Call {w:ﬂ‘ 8§28-765-0800 to enroll in
2800 Milers Gap Highway this important outreach effort.
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11080 Hwy, 226 South Newiand, . . .
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Fear Not!
By Chris Fathbone
Michell Coumiy

Wow! Things sure have changed since last month! Char
nation kas experienced 3 series of rapid changes from traw-
el restrictions, pathering restrictions, foodservice has gone
to take out and delivery only, and many grocery stoTes ara
ont of stock on many things, etc. Thess pew restrictions
hawe caused many churches to cancel seTvices and somive
o minister through social media and online sources. Last
night I was so restless with the decistons that needed to
e made about my chuoch. We want to mindster to people’s spirimal needs while
at the ssme time honor our president's requaest to be sure we are doing our part o
belp stop the spread of this vimas. My advice o you is to support these decizsions
that pastor's and church leaders have had o make. It's not an easy one and it is
even harder when others ars pufting pressure on you one way of the other.

COme thing that has shood ot fo me throngh all of these concermns and changes
that ave taken place i how people have reacted in fear and panic. Panic buying
of food and supplies, to be homest, has taken me by surpriss. Totlst paper is the
big purchase, which I've not figured ont yet. To me, if one was low on food, that
would be the first thing to purchase. Cleaning suppliss followed and then om to
the food. The problem that anses from this panic purchasimg is it makes it hard on
everyone else, especially the elderly who oaly go shopping every so often and on
those who may be less fortanate financially. When folks react this way out of fear,
it makes it harder for everyone else. Imagine how smooth things would have gone
for everyone had many not allowed the spirt of fear to conmmol them | especially
those who are Christians. This behavior shows that we are selfish and only look-
g out for ourselves. It breaks our Savior's command to love our neighbor as
oursabyes.

Fear has a way of cansing ns to make rash and chaotic decisions if we aren't
carafinl Fear can take control of le completaly which leads to fiolks los L] =
mm!%lmﬁhb&mﬁ&ﬂgmﬂyﬁmeaﬂﬁ mma Insuranm SOIUtI'ﬂns

began that neads fo repeated, memorized, guoted, written down, and read over and

aronnd you. We may have to mimister in different ways bt that's ok I will be
preaching on my Facebook page. That's new to me but I'm going to nse this op-
porunity to spread the hope of Fesns.

I believe that God will get us through this like He has other things we
hawe faced before. When we react in fear as Christans we are basically telling
thie world that WE don't even trust God! Let us hawe faith and not fear! Letus be a
testimonry to the world around us to "FEAR WNOT!"

Preacher Chris Rathbone serves as Pazior at Mine Croek Bapfizt Church.

For I kmow the thonghes that I ihink toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts aff
peace, and mot of evil, o give you an expacted end. Jeremiah 29:11

over again! It's from 2 Timoty 1.7 “For E.iadhm& nat given us the spirit qf fear; Medicare ELIFF'EI!‘I‘IEI‘IE, Medicare Aﬂ?ﬂﬂtﬂgﬂﬁ,
bt of powar, and of love, and gf a sound mind ™ Medi P i A D Fi
Panl was Writing to young Timothy. This would be Paul's last lester before icare Prescription Drug Plans
be would lose his life for preaching the Gospel of Tesus. Timothy would be lafi - :
writhout his mentor and friend o longer would he have Paul to encoursge, (828) 442-9681
teach and challenze him in bis walk with Christ and ¢all to preach the Gospel 551 Burma Rd. W Marian NC
of Tesns. He exhorting Timothy to not allow the spirit of fear to confrol him
mﬁmmm?:phﬂnf&nmnimmmwﬁiumhm:rmﬂs thriveinsolutions@gmail.com

mimistry. You see. faar of wihat might happen will stop what shonld happen How
many times haves we allowed this kind of fear to hinder ns from deing what we
shonld do? Mot omly that, buat fear can cause people to do things out of panic that
they shouldn't do (such 35 hoarding food & fizhring at the supermarker). Ir causas = '/ EBH Homes
people to react in ways that are not the way the Lord would want us to behave. o — T - -

Panl reminded Timothy and ns, that here is what God has given us through His
Holy Spirit that mdwells ns who are believers. We need to remember these truths
when we are faced with seasons in life that Saran uses to stir up the spirt of fear
in us and keep ns from trustng Jesus.
#]. We've been given the spirt of power. This is the power or smength to act, the
freedom of action, or the right fo act Throngh Christ and the Holy Spirit, we have
been given the freedom to act and do what God wants us to do. Fear tmies to hinder
ns from that Fear makes us weak spirituaily, but God gives ns the power to frst,
fo act, to serve, to behawve, to speak the tuth ate.
#2_We've been ziven the spint of love. I believe Pl is reminding us that when
fear attacks, remermber how much we are loved by God. Even during moubling
tmmes, His love for nus does not changs. Fear fries to sitip us of that comfort. 1
John 4:18 states this: “There is no fear in lowve: tat perfect love casieth out fear;
because fear hath torment He that feareth is not made perfect im love.” The
weapon to combat fear is love. Feminding ourselves in scripmre, prayer, worship,
etc., that (od loves us and commands ws to love others. When we react in His
love, love casts out fear!
#3_ We've been ziven the spint of 3 sound mind. The phrase "of 2 soumd nuimd"
here means "a calm and well-balanced mind with discipline and self-control”.
Basically, Paul is saying thar the Holy Spint gives us the wisdom o make sound
decizions when cirnumstances come intg our lives that the devil tries fo u=e o
sir up fear. The wisdom of God through the Holy Spirt will help s maks wisa
choices dhrmg a fhoe of wouble. Enowledge is what we know. Wisdom is how
we use what we know to benefit ourselves, those around us, and most importanily,
bring glory to our Savior Fesus! We can have a lot of knowiledee but mot have the
wisdom to use it to our benefit. Imagine how different things would be now if
people would have nsed a little wisdom during this time n our nation instesd of
allowing fear to cause confusion

Some advice I wonld personally like to leave vou with Tum off the news! Get
the mfo you need but dom't sit in front of the TV for hours. The media counts on
that to cause people to react in fear so they'll have even more stories fo cover nv
Intentionally spend time m God's Word and prayver. This is something we all
shounld have been doing already. If you haven't it's a great time to stant. Prayer
and smudy will belp stop fear from influencing our stimde and actions. Last, of B“rnsul
all, let's do our part to help. Whether you agree with all the decisions that have
been made that have caused us to have to change a lot of our plans, let us be seen Innovative’Home ﬂBEl!]Il Lawn and Garden Equipment
wmmmmﬁﬁmwgmwmg% Homie i l‘mt n‘-lsuruuinn Food - Door Prizes
R R R e il beliewing, paying, pres $5 advance | edoor For more info call 828-308-5943
E:Eh:ppmg, etc., they are simply asking ns to do our part to help ourselves and ﬂlﬂ_ﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ'lﬂﬂmmﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂm

se groumd ns. Serve others, help dhe elderly, stop hearding food (selfishness), et
stay calm and make wizse decisions to protect yourselves, your family, and those
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BRIAN CENTER

HEALTH & REHABILITATION

NOW
HIRING

Full Time, Part Time.
PRN Nurses and Certified
Nursng Assistants

who are energetic, friendly, team
oriented and committed to providing
compassionate care to our residents.

COMPETITIVE WAGES!

COMPREHENSIVE BENEFITS PACKAGE
AVAILABLE!

ASK ABOUT OUR $2,000 SIGN ON BONUS!

Contact Shirley Topper or

Angela Wilson today!
828-765-7312

Brian Center Spruce Pine
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Could 'Social Distancing’
Lead to the Greatest Harvest

the US Has Ever Seen?
By Sean Dhmn — Groundwire net

corcumsiances. Due to health concerns restarants are '
losi ; joms are biing Emited, mnd
hounses of worship remain empiy. In an effort to protect the populaton, employ-
ers are encouragmg their workers to work from home sovermoments are banning
groups from gathering, the older penerations lock their doors and svoid contact.

The paradigm of “Social Distancing™ is being encouraged so that mermes don’t
spread, but as iselation is wged, an opportunity is nsing. If approached with
commpassion and nnderstanding, those who are secluded are proving to be willing
o consider and respond o the claims of Christ.

In 2017, Groundwire recognized that the digital space represented the next
IV, Radio, Billbeard) to digital delivery only, they began to see a temendous
response. Last year alone, they saw 83970 people (mvosthy Millennial and Gen
Z) in the TS place their mast in Jesus and they anticipate achieving their goal of
175,000 Wew Balisvers in 202,

They have identified a few key factors that are doving this growth.
= They are never more than 10 feat away froon their phomes. We might not be ghle
to gef them to walk info 3 church, but we can®t get thern to put doamn theit phonss,
5o bet's ufilize that. Instead of ziving all the scresn space fo the pomegraphers,
polificians, snd publicists, let’s find ways to share Jesus.
= They may turn down an invitation, but it is possible to interrupt their entertain-
ment. The younger generations have 50 many excuses s o why they don™t want
to arend chorch. They might be busy, fired, or just don’t want to o, but using
their mobile device we can interrupt their thonghis and share hope, peace, and
Jesus.
= They are tirted of the monologue they perceive coming from the church, but they
are very open to 8 dislogue. The most powerfiol skill 2 if pertains fo gaming their
trust is the ability to histen. If they feel heard they will listen Cur online wol-
untesrs dom’t just bhurt out spiriteal math they listen carefully, then comect it to
their season of life.
= Crisis opens them up to having conversations about Christ. Lost and bariing
people aren’t asking theological guestions. They aren't waking up and saying,
“Oh no, [ 2m going 1o bell.” They are waking up and saying, “Oh oo, I am zoing
through hell ™ We don't ignore theology, bat we have realized that it isn't the
doorway to begin the discussions abont Jesus. Start with felt need and introduce
them to the One who can mest it.
= They are not asking the right questions, but vou can belp them: Most in the
VOULZer Fenerations aren’t “seekers.” They aren’t asking the right qguestions. But,
with the right content. yon can craw] behind their maszk and encourage them to
consider taly meanimefil things.

Using thess principles Groundwire is seeing hundreds {their metrics, defini-
tioms, and processes hiave besn validsted by thitd-party company’s) of people in
the TS coming to faith every day. They aren’t waiting for people to come look-
ing for them and they aren't waiting for permussion, they are permeating digital
spaces with the message that “When Life Hurts, Jesus Cares” and inviting people
info comversations about faith, pain, cultore, and Fesns at www TesusCares. com,

Sean Dunn the founder and President of Groundwire shares, “72% of the
young pecple in our nation believe that God is a real being and not just a concept.
We don’t need to convince them that He is real, we need to remind them that
He is relewant. With God's help, we are doing that, and He is drawing hearts to
Himself ™

With the push of “Socially Distancing™ people will be spending more time
with their phones and the oppormnities will continwe fo groww, This new rend
could actually lead to the greatest harvest the 1S has ever seen.

To learn more, vistt www Gronndwire net or www JesusCares. come

Groundwire is a leading force in today's landscape. A peneration often cat-
egorized as “lost™ is responding by the thonsands to 2 clear engaging message of
imuth. By uiilizing well-prodaced commyercials amid today's most relevant media
and technology platfonms, viewers are mvited to bave a no-holds-barmed conversa-
tion with someone who onderstands. Twenty-four hours a day, online coaches di-
rect voung adults inte salvation and towards a local church comouanity. Discowver
more information sbout Groundwire's momenmm by visiting waw.gronndwire.
net.

If yon wonld like more information sbowt this topic, please contact Sean Dhann,
Groundwire Foundes, and President, at (303) 660-3582, or sdonn/@eroumdwire.
et

Sean Dmm is the Groundwire Founder, and President.

wwrw bicnews.com
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The Potter And The Clay
By Glenda Ward
MeDowell Couniy

“The Lord God formed man gf the dust of the ground and
breathed info his nostrilz the breath of [jfe, and man became a
ining soul. "

In Biblical days, back in the Old Testament, the people kad one kind ufc-:mm.m
er that served a host of purposes: rtwassda}'ja:m{pﬂf If they needad a differ-
ent size, they simply made or purchased the size clay jar or pot needed. All were
made of the same material dirt (clay), and water The image of a potter and clay
is recorded frequently in Scriphare bepmning in Genesis 1:7. God actually shaped
and made Adam from the clay (dirt), the dust of the earth and breathed life info
him. Adsm became a living soul being 3 human,

Loock at the Scripture, 2 Corinthizns 4:7. Paul referred to our bodies as earthen
vessels, made of the earth, shaped and molded similarly as a clay vessel may be
shaped and molded We are the clay in the hands of the Potter, acknowledzing
God's handiwork s the Master Potter, creator of our physical body. If is the aa-
thonity of God to shape ns inwardly, to spirinally fashion us nte 2 vessel to be fit
fior His use in our servanthood and discpleship to His Glory. (od wants to fornm
us o be 2 vessel unto honot, sanctified and fit for cur Master's nse, and prepared
for His good work (Feference 2 Timothy 2:21; also read Tob 10-0 and T=sish
20-16, 45:9). God is the Divine Potter and bumanity is the clay. An expression of
God's Sovereignty over all people and our need o yield to His divine plan to find
8 purpose for which we have been made.

Car life rests in God's hands! Like a skilled poner, God knows bow to applhy
accarately the pressure, when to relax His grp, how to embrace and push genthy
— all of which gets our attention and incresses our fitness a5 & veszal for His use.
A times od, our MMaster Pomer, places us in the kiln or fumace where the fires of
Life turn us into stronger vessels. God permits trisls in 1ife 2c a tool m the skillfol
hands of our Master Potter to mature, develop, and confomm us into the image of
Christ according to His purpose and plan (Beference Romans 8:28-200.

God, who is our Heavenly Father, uses the events we encounter each day as
tools to shape and sculpt our life, to deepen our faith, to develop within us a qual-
ity of perseverance, and to make us confainers of His love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, faithfulness, genfleness, and self-control; which is, in reality, the fnut of
I‘.'IEEp:II!t (Pueference (ralatians 5:33-23). Expmmcmgpfﬂmwe-:mwml-
ize the skillful hands of our Divine Potter nsing it for the good in life. Tmsting
our life to God, we can echo the prayer of Isaiah: 64:8; “Buf new, O Lord, thou
art our Father, we ane the clay, and thon our Potter; and we are the work af thy
hand. ” Jeremizh 18:1-6

A Porter retrieves clay nsually from a clay bank which sometimes is enclosed
or coversd with 2 stracmare. The bank 1= dirty, datk and smelly. In Bibls times
the potter felt for the night consistency of clay to be used with great care. He
didn’t just take any clay. He spent a great deal of Gme choosing the exact clay he
wanted. Think of the fime this took and the dirt be had to sifi through o find the
clay. Mow think of the homible pit from which we were drawn when oar Master
Poter came looking for ns, He found us filthy with our sins. “He bronght me up
also out gf @ horrible pit, out af the mary clay, and set my fest upon a rock, and
established wy pornes " (Psalmes 40-2). God had fo exercise endless love and ps-
tencs with many of ns 25 we resisted His Spirit's call to Salvation His grace and
mercy extended dowm into that hornble pit and gave us the gift of Salvation. He
didn"t tum away from the dirry, sinfil place where He found ns!

With infinite care the potter kneads and rolds the clay. He searches ont snd
remeoves any impurites. This remdnds ws of our spirimsal Lves. God mrns the spot-
Light of His Holy Spirit on our lives and points out areas of impurities that need
to e removed. The process can be painfol bt is necessary for us to be nsefl o
God's service. We mmust be open and receptive to the Holy Spirit as He instructs us
i aTeas we need to remove from our life. (Reference Jolm 14:21, 23-24). Only as
we surrender o God and allow Him o clean onr the impunities fom our lives will
we become wessels fit for our Master’s usa.

The potter forms the clay as he begins to tum it As the honp spins on the pot-
ter's wheel hiz hands shape the clay. As the potter works the clay, he may puash it
dowm and start over. He will do this unfil the vessel is formed o his liking, And
sometimes the potter will completely change direction and make the vessel guite
different from what he started to make The potter may take the broken piece of
clay and make an exquisite vessel from it As the masterpiece is finished. he looks
upon it with great pleasure.

Sometimes we koow the area God (the Potter) is irying to change in our lives,
tnat because of our stubbormmess, He is not able to make ws useful in His service
as He would like. We need o allow God's Spirit to work and shape our lives. We
need o develop a sensidvity o the Spint’s voice in our bves. We need to fisten
for His direction and obey Him when He mstruects us in His Will. God is 2 special-
15t i faking broken, muined clay vessels and making precious vessels out of them.
The secret lies in our confession, repenfance. and submizsion to Him.

After the potter is finished the unfired vessel is placed on a shelf for dryime. The
vessel will break and be useless if it 1= fired before it has properiy dried. In rels-
fon, sometimes we experience fimes of dryness in our spiritosl Ives. God can nse
these fimes o prepare us for greater service. It is important we rest and keep pur-
suing Crod’s Will. If we persist, God can nse our dry times to boild mamrity into
us and increase our nsefilmess to Him. We should be patient and look forward too
many wonderfial blessings being prepared for us in our eternal Life.

Today some of us are in God's furnace flled with mial and beartache. But God,
the NMaster Potter, is and refimimg yon into a beawtiful vessel. (Fefer-
ence | Connthiang 10:13). Allow Him to wrap His arms of comfort around vou,
as we all should, and lean on His everlasting arms of His mercy allowing Him to
make vou 3 wessel fit for His uze. (Reference Isaiah 40-317.

After the firing of the veszel, it is ready for use. The potier makes the vessel ag

hea sees fit. The clay that yields to the potter”s touwch brings happiness and satisfac-
tion, a source of joy to the potter. Jost s those of us that yield fo God asllowing
Him to cleanse the impurities from our lives, and samender to His Will, will be 2
spurce of joy and pleasure to our Baster Potter. God, the MMaster Potter, is calling
each of ns to yield to Him so He can shape us into beautifinl vessels to be nsed in

For we are 8 chosen potter s vessel umte God, a vessel made unio bonor, sanci-
fied and made worthy of God’s nse, and prepared by God that we may be thor-
oughly furnished to do His good works. Cur wounds are healed and become scars
that tell a story.

Crignda Ward is a membar of Grand Fiew Baptist Church in MeDowell Coungy.
She iz the mothar gf fhe grown children. Glenda is a Chrizifan wriier/fauthor aff
“Something fo Think dbowt ™ — weekly Christian drficles. She writes Church Pro-

grams & Bullefing, FBES Material, Chriztmas and Enster Programs, aill material
Bbased on the EJV gf the Bible. Alzo festing the field in oribwtes, individhal meno-
rial writings, @ic.

Jamie Miller, CPA

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road 30 Feming Ave
Spruce Pine, MC 28777 Manon, MC 28752
phone: B28 765.4400 phone: 828 852
fac; 828 765 4880 fax: B28.852 8755
jamie@highcountrycpa.com

www. highcountrycpa.com b
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APPLIANCES

ﬂmnnﬂﬂﬂufnmtﬂ}rihﬂ:'ltlundhml
for all your appliance needs

*ﬁuﬂ:dlmﬂuhmﬂl:nfqﬂhm
= We repair Monitor Heaters!

Cash It, Don’t Trash It! e : /
We buy your used appliances! * Washers
* Dryers
149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC « Stoves
828-766-9005 = (Cell) 828-766-9389 Refrigerators

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1949
1011 South Sterling Street » Morganton, NC 28655
(828) 437-3211 » www.Sossomanfh.com

wanw brenews. com
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THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE

“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
=Drive-thru window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
*Over 150 years of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
=Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™

HOURS:
M-F 8am-Tpm
Sat. Bam-4pm

Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

CAROLINA

A Christian Owned Business

WE ARE COMMITTED TO HELPING OUR
CUSTOMERS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS BY
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY FLOORING
SERVICES

OUR HARDWORKING TEAM CAN TAKE CARE OF ALL
YOUR FLOORING NEEDS!

006 W Union St
Morganton, NC 28655

Telephone: (8258) 475-1192

FLOORING

By Jody Griffin
Avary and Mirchell Connty

"dlze, I heard the voice gf the Lord, saying, Whom shall
Tzend, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I
send mrg. " {Isaiah &5, ETV)

I was privileged to serve for tweniy-one yvesrs in the
Arnmoy Feserves. Pifieen of those years as a member of the

MC Army Matonal Guard. At the nipe “old age’ of 17, oy
father drove me o the Fecmiter’s office and watted for
me o “voluntesr™ for service. I had becomne part of whar
is koown as the “All-Vobmteer” Force. T admit that I was
powerless i the face of myy father’s demand. “Vohmteer® was what yon mizht sy
was 3 “relative term™ .

The call to sarve God is also offen an imresistible force. (fost 2=k Jonah. ) Ome
might wondsr what would compel someone o enfer e the world of the incarcer-
zted willfully. Yet every day, in comectional facilities avoumd the state of Morth
Carolina, that call is answered by those who come not for pay or finsncial benefit,
bat for the deep-seated satisfaction of having helped a fellow laman being. They
are known by the name, ““Vohmieer™.

Some Ccome to feach, some to preach, all o encourage. The Truth is that they
come freely, giving of their fime, talents and restimomies. They come in response
to a call, and they come issuing a call They challengze those they serve to grow
znd to become the £yl ;
very best versions of
themssalves When ons
seps it happening. one
can hardly resist being
moved.

I have wimessed this
reality many fdmes.
“oluntests are com-
pelled to come and
share their knowledze,
their talents and their
wizdom with thoza
who are cnt off from
these oppornumities as a
result of their incarcer-
stion. These voluntesrs
ammive from a3 vamety of places and bring a broad specimm of experiences with
them. They undergo fraining to gain access to the insttotions they enter. They
agree to operate within the gnidelines of the Departmuent of Comections. They
come knowing that they might have a room full of men to share with or just a few
men. Sill, they enter the zates seeking to offer hope and wisdom. And they exit
each ome having left an imprint on those whom they offer their effors,
through the men snd women who come vohmteering their tinee and energies o so
many ways! And each year the vohmteers who serve are recoenized st an event
honoring them for their service. A highlight of our year, the Vohmteer Apprecia-
tion Banguet includes 3 goest speaker, refrechments mmsic, snd inspiring words
from select offenders whose lives have been positively affected by our volunteers®
service. It never fails to be a meaningful tme.

It takes a3 umigue person to vohinteer inside prison walls, and there s 3 word
that describes our voloniesrs at Avery Mitchell Correctional Institution very well.
Inse this space to say, “Special Thanks to Special People™!

If you wiould be interested in becoming a volunteer, please let me know and 1
will connect yon with these who can assist you! May God Bless Yo for saying,
“Here am I! Send me!™

Jody Griffin iz pastor gf Central Bapdizt Chureh in Spruce Ping and Cormmunity
Fumded Chaplin at dvery-Miichell Correctional Inziifufion

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Bull’s Tire & Servic

Your ONE-STOP F

FOR ALL THINGS AUTO, IT TO BUES
Check Engine Diagnosis = Alignments * Brakes * OF Changes * Inspections
1211 BUEKEMONT AVE., MORGANTON, NC

Located in: Magnolia Plasa = §25-438-3800

“We've Moved Aeross the Streef mexy oo Rural King. Come See sl
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Life Lessons

Faith for the Journey
By Doug Hamell
Mitchell County

What iz vour response when Jesus says, letns 2o over o the
other zide? Your first response is probably. what on earth are
vou talking sbowt Doug! Well T am talking showt the parshle
of Jesus calming the seas when the storms of the san were
ahout to swamip the boat. Most folks focas on the all-powerfol voice of the master
of the seas when Jesus spoke, the winds obeved, and that is powerful. To me, the
underhying power is in the fact that He stated in the very begmning, let us go over to
the other side of the seal

When Jesns says to you, ket us zo over o the other side of life, do yon lose faith
i His ability fo zet you there? Do you fret and complain, give up oa God, throw 3
tantrum, ar do vou st and believe? We all face tialks and mibulstions almost daily,
some serious and some kind of mumdane, bt we face them Having faith to face
the stormes of life and knowing thet all things work for good to those that love God
and are called to His porpose, (Fiomens 8:28) is the essence of faith When tossed
upon the seas of life, have faith_ the shore will appesr shortly and the sun (Son) shall
shing,

"And the sama day, when the even was come, e zaith unto fem, Lot ur pass over
unio the other side " Mark 4:35 KTV

Diom’t let the stress and fear cloud your mind it be resolute m your fxith and
belief He is the Miaser of the Seas, He will calm the winds, snd as He promizad
you will arrive safely on the other side of the challengs’

"And he aroce, and rebuked the wind, and maid wito the sea, Peace, be sl And
thg wird ceased, and there war a great calm. And he said unie them, Wy are Je 50
Jearful? how is it that ye have no faith?  hiark 4:30-20 KTV

When you are facing life’s challenpes, and you will face them. Most folks T know
are in the middle of a challengs, coming ont of one, or Zetiing ready for the next
one. The mood news iz that if von are in God's hand and a child of His, the results
cam Five slory. When vou are entering 3 challensing season 1f you look around you
will always see others in 3 similar or worse situation When JTesus told His disciples
to get in the boat to go to the oter side of the sea, many linle boats went with them

"And wihen they had sent away the muifitide, they fook him aven as he was in the
ship. And there were aiso with him other lirle ships. ™ Mark 236 KTV

When you are facing life’s challenges and you will face them, the good news is
thext if yom are in God's hands and a child of His, the results can give glony.

Stop and rake time to look away from yourself and ook around yon Can yon
muinister to & lnoting soenl that does pot know Christ that is in a place alongside of
vou? Maybe this is a Devine appoinament to chanpes the directon of another life
that conld be reached for the Lord. Jesns looked arovmd and untl the very kast honr
before Hic death on the cross, He was in the Life-saving tasiness.

"And he soid unto Jecws, Lovd, remembar me whem thou comast fnno fiy knpdom.
And Jezns said veto hin, Ferily I saqy wnto thee. Thday shalt thou be with me in para-
dize * Luke 23:42-43 KTV

We cannot nureanly tmderstand all the things that go on around vs, there is Bo
way that we can see the fiuture, but God can and does. What may seem 1o be 2 tofal
diszster o us can be used to give glory to God in ways that are totally beyond our
comprehension, When we are in the deepest depth of despair, God still has the reins,
Miavbe we, vou and I, were bom for such a time as this,

“Faor i thou aitogethaer holdast thy peace ar this time, them shall thare enlarge-
ment and deliverance arise fo the Jews from another place; burt thow and thy father's
howse shail be destroyved: and who kbroweth whether thou art come fo the ngdom
Jor suich a fivee as thiz? Then Erther bade them return Mondecar this answer, (ra,
Eathar topether all the Jows that are presens i Shushar, and fst v for me, and ner-
thar e nor drink three days, night or dgy: I alse and wy martdens will fist likewise,
and o will I go in unte the king, which &= not according to the low: and if ] parich, T
parish.” Esther 4:14-16 ETV

Mayhe today is your day to shine, your day to touch a Life for etemmity, your day
to be 3 shiming excample of what God put you oo this earth to do. Maybe a God-
ordained mestng with someone that will change you and another person, open your
mind and heart to the possibilites rather than the problems you may be facing. All
thinzs do work for good to those that lowve the Lord and are called o His purpose
(Fomans §:28). Seek ouf the good and think on that, not the bad.

Ome day at a time one life at 3 time and the willmmess to be nsed as God sees fit
1= a critical part of being willing fo serve. As many of vou may know, snd some may
not, two years apo [ was disgnozed with tenmins] leukernis and told I had months to
hive. Two wesks ago I went back to Duke to start oy 24th rovmd of chemo for three
wesks, well past my projected life span. Mow [ cannot claim that this is a fon wp,
tnat it is amazimg how our God orchestrates things. Cur first appointment was at &30
Al and we armived at about §30 and set down to wait for the labs to open at &40
Al We had just set down and another couple about our ages came in and ==t down
beside ns. In a few moments of comversation, we realized that they were in distress,
their first trip afier a senous dizgnosis. To make a long story short, we were sble to
actmally stand there in the lab and pray with them and share the gospel of Christ and
His scripmures. Folks were lopking at us kind of crazy but that was okay. Tears wers
streanyine dowm 21l our faces. I say this to say that (God has 3 purpose for each of us
daily, I guess nry purpose is to deal with chemo three weeks ont of every five so 1
will be put i a spot 1o toach & life in some small way. Learning to rejoics in the trial
is the greatest challenze tf the reward is =0 great. 1 tell vou this not to brixe gleoy
to moyself, bat to make vou aware of how God uses our sifuations o forther His
Emgdom if we are willing to be used. I have made the statement many times in the
past two yesars that lenkemia bas been a life-changing blessing and I just pray that T
am pliable enouszh to allow me to be molded to His parpose.

Mow [ am not suggesting that you pray for some critical illness to simike you, just
that you be willing to accept His good and perfect will to equip you to better serve
His purpose. We do not have to be pastor or Preacher, deacon or Sumdsy school

teacher, just be yourself and be conscions of the burting folks around you Be will-
ing to unachamedly reach out and touch someons that iz stmzsling in dowbs and
fear be the voice of Jesus, snd be the Bible that they may not have read.

Az a side pote, for the first Gme in two years all my blood levels came back in the
normmal range. some very low normal bt normal any way, maybe, just maybe, God
is honoring and thanking me for being willing to serve, not that be needs me to ac-
complish anything becanse be is all-powerful and can do it a1l T sure don't know the
answer to all those guestions, and have no idea bow bong moy days may be on this
earth. I can onby pray that He will say, well done good and faithfnl servant. Praying
that I will have the courage o stand and be faithful in the face of adversity. I am
telling vou these things mot to put me oo a pedestal, but to bopefully zive you faith
that the Holy Spirit will =ive you the strength to say the nizght words and do the nght
things when yvon are presented with the opporbonity, He promises ns that he will

When vou are at your kewest point, search your mind. heart, and soul to find ways
you can tun your challenses ingo an opportunity to serve, to make your challenge
be 2 blessing fo someone else, 1o lead snother into the fold of everlastng life. Rather
than having a pity party, throw a praise pamy

"Awd be that searcheth the hearts buoweth wirar is the mind qf the Spirit, becmuse
Fe maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And wa know that
ail things work fogerher for good fo them that love God, fo them who are the called
according fo his purpose. ™ Fomans 8:27-28 ETV

"Rejoice evermong. Pray without ceasing. fn evary thing grve thanks: fbr thiz is
the will gf God tn Christ Jasus concerning vou. ” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ETV

Dion't get angry with God over your challenpes. tmost His good and perfect will,
search for a parpose to bring glory to Him throngh vour strugzles. Ask the Holy
Spirt to lead vou smd show youw e way, the mmath and the Hfs duat is promised, yon
and those avound you will be hleszed!

Who is in vour boat? The waves and stomms will come, sickness, death, disap-
poinmment, and iragedy are a part of life. The comforting thing for s Chrstians is
that when we have Fesus in our boat, then the Master of the seas has control, all you
herwe to do is to call on him, wake him up a5 the disciples did, all vou need to do is
trust and turn things over to Him. I know this sounds simplistic, and the amazing
thing &5 that it really is, the challenging part is to have faith rather than fear There
is no way that both faith and fear can dwell together in vour mind, one or the other

"And he waz in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awaks
Fam, and say wndo Fm, Master, carest thouw not that we perish? And he aroze, and
rebubed the wing, and soid unto the sea, Peace, be sall_dnxd the wind coared, and
there was a grear caim. And be said unio them, TWhy are ye so fearfl? how iz it thaet
e have mo fimth? " Mark 43840 ETV

The song “You'll Wever Walk Alone™ says it this way:

When you walk through a storm
Hiold your chin up bigh
And don't be afraid of the dark.
At the end of a starm
Is a golden sky
And the sweet, silver song of a lark.

Walk on throwgh the wind,

Walk on, through the rain,
Though your dresms be tossed and blowm,
Walk on walk on with hope in your heart,

And you'll never walk slone,
You'll never walk slone.

Droa't ity to walk alone, none of us are stromg enongh, remember another song, I
am wesk bt Thou art strong, precions Savior lead me oo

To God be the Glory!

Done Harrell iz a ljfe-long resident gf Mitchall Cowngy, Owner of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member qf Bear Creak Bapiist Chunch.

Catawba Rhver Baptist Assoclation Presents:

"Ladies Night Out”
with The Brown Family

May 4th, 2020 7 pm - 830 pm
@ High Peak Baptist Church

www. bremews . com
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Hope During Coronavirus

Bv Matalie Lindsay
Avery Counfy

Ay bustand and I recently retureed from Evrope during
the current Coronavims pandemic. Whils we wers in the
gir beading to Evpope, Trump announced bannimg wavel 1o
from Enrope. When we zot sariled o our hotel thar afier-
noon in Barcelons, we did not know abour kis annonnce-
ment bt had received several emails and messages from
loved ones worriad sbout the fact that we had just armved there. T ounst say that
when I firse szw one of the beadlines tn my email, T did feel & lirde pavic bt I alzo
Emew that T did nor nead to get too upset withon: knowing all of the facts. Afrer
praver and some Tesearch we Enew that staving was the most logical plan for us
2t that dme We tust God for these apswers and nevar felt that bhe was telling us,
at any ome, pot o wavel fere or ConNnne CUT journey.

We started owt in Barcelona and stayed there for owo nights. We enjoyed the
city and weat to a conple of museums. We also enjoved a bus tour of the ciny with
no Amencans on the bas that second day. At the botel onr last nizht we mat a
voung couple from England cw the hotel rooftop. We enjoyved the beauniful weath-
er and view of the citv. Linle did we koow that those two days n Barcelons would
be the only days that would mwchide our own plans. God had other plans for us.
We already had reservations fo leave Barcelons by train that Samrday morning
swd mada aur way o 2 beach ares on the west coast of France so my bushand
could enjov some surfing. Whee we arrdved in Lacanan, Frawce we found out, by
messages fom the young English conple, that they could not 2o o the stests ar
even laave the hotel in Barcelona. Police were making everyons 2o back insids
if they saw amyvone ol on the sweets. This is oae of the many and obvions places
wa saw God working m onr joumey. We left Barcelons and zof into France justin
mme for Barcalona to close their borders.

Afier we got sefiled in our renmal we went out for @ meal snd found a linle
rastanrant where we met some local surfers. Thew let us know thar ar midnizhr
thar might France ordered that only necessary services/shops could stay open, like
groceries, pharmacies, and doctors. We woke up each moming praying for zmid-
auce from God to let us know we when neadsd to leave. That mormms we left our
rapeal o walk oo the beach and saw people everywhere. Even though restavrants
aud shops wera closed people wers out enjoving life af the baach It was 3 baans-
ful svmoy day.

Becanse of the closings, surf shops were also closad. We went back o our
rantal aod decided to do some orzamizing of our packed clothes and other things.
While deing this my busband slid the closet door open and geess what was in
thereT A wersnit, just his size We were pot suxe about a surfocard 3o 1 decided o
contact our reater and sk lom if be kpew aoyone that wonld be willing 1o rent 2
board. He raplied that be was a surfer and that noy busband was mors than wel-
comns 1o v his beard. Sea bow God not only cares sbour our safery and protec-
tton but be alzo wants ns to be happy. He provided what we needsd and mors than
wa could have ever imazined during this dme.

Becanse of the shutdown, we could not enjoy the rovsenms and sites we had
plannad 1o s2e oo this p so that affemoon we srivad to contact our airline to
ckange our retim wip boane fo an earlier flighe. [ logzed oot my acconnt with the
girline snd they had cavcelad our mip home with oo notice, Dot even s email I
sent A messagze o them online, which was their chedce of communication during
all of the hype. I received an email saving it would be E-10 davs before wa would
hear foan themn. We innnediately prayed for puidance oa this bt felt a sense of
peace despite what we had just seen cnline. We did not expect an answer right
away but knew that when itwas lus muoe, we would kwow whar o do. The naxr
mioming. we woke up and I started looking for Sights from Paris. We could wot go
ar gy back out of Barcalona, a5 planned. We found a good price on tckets, so we
decided to 2o abead and buoy the tickers.

We went for a walk after we bought the fickats and [ was once again reaunded
of God's gocdnas: avd the facr that e protects us every step of the way. I found
rocks with crosses on them as solid reminders that T conld see and hold. Tt was hes
way of leming ns kvow that we could trust his path for us on this oop. We never
falt threatensd by the vimus or our sitmaton. Ohar preachker seat this message to s
after leaming sbout sowe of the tuees we had slready experienced God doing for
ns. “Femember ovo tungs: be is always with you (the rocks renund you of thar)
and do pot be afraid (even of death-the cross remninds ws of that).”™

Itis smazing what $rod can do during tmes thar sesm nocertzin. Our blessings
did ot end ow the coast. The wansportation lines in Franoe were sTaring o g0
cancaled Ownce agzin God sotus out of the amall town just in dms. We also ob-
tained an early train to Pars. Ivwas 3 2ood thing thar we arrived in Pans early that
day becaunse something alse would happan to test our fa2ith We got of of the rain
awd walked strarght to our hotel which T had resarved the night before. When we
arrived af the hotel thers was 2 sizo ok the door stzting that the govemmeant forced
all botals o closa, As we stood there with our [uggagze o the smeat, we felt lost
We stared walking down the small streetss and saw very few pecple. We walked
around 3 comer and saw another hotel. We saw paople inside and the doors weare
opel s0 we walked in. T asked the person who worked there if they had amy rooms
for the oext two nizhts. He stated thar he was sommy bars that be was acteally walt-
ing for kis Last guests to leave, who were in the lobby, and thar be had w closa
once they left. We walked back out tnto the street and had thar small moment of
faar that we might be slespins on the streets thar night. All of 2 sndder, a Franch
man cxme around the comer and asked ws 1 we were ak. My lnsband told hir
that we were not sure what o do becanse 21l of the hotels wers closing. Ha spoka
very good Enslish and said, “Find 2 policeman, they will help you ™ My hashand
thanksd him, and the man soulad and weot on lis way down the sidewalk We
wialked toward the direction that the man had zons and found 2 fountzin whers we
decided to st and figure out our next step, We did oot see the man again, he st

disappeared We both know be was sanras a
meszangzer from God

Before our oip. I kad a strong arge to buy
3 sim card for any iPkoee so that I could nse
the hot spot if needed for work. [ have never
bought or wsed one ovarseas before, Litle did
I know that I would be using it next to find us
A place to stay e Pards. Tmst those toitons
when vou fael him pedging vou. As we sat
on the fountain in this big cirv there were mot
many peopla atound and & homelsss man was
zifmng near us reading & book. Empry busas
wers cnn:»tanrl'_'r coming znd going in this small square. In:mad:-uthehm;p-n‘tnn
my phone o that T could zet on miy Adrbab account. T found places that were cnly
e blocks away froan ns and messaged the owners o maks sure they could rent
the roons to us nght away. I received messages from mwo of the three Immad:-
ately. We decided on oue of the places and the owner et me koow that someons
would call e with direcoons o how o get iuto her place. [ had not used the
rhone pumber with the sim card because It was 3 French number bt thankfully it
wiorked when the person callad me. My batery was low oo my phons and here is
a place where God also showed his sense of bumor despite the stressfial sitnation.
We amived ar the address the owner gave me for the aparnoent. The person whao
would give me directions called and gave me a code to get o the owtside door
of the nulding AW thep 2 different code fo zat into 2 second enmance. We wonld
tzke an alevator ap to the 5th Aeor whers we had o find a lockbox babind 2 doar
znd thew tvpe in another code to et a key our that wonld open another door in
that halkwzy. Inside that romn, we bad o find another lockbeos (with another code)
that wonld =ive s the key 1o our apariment, which was up another fight of stairs.
Four different codes Later we couldn't help but lanzgh coce we zot intw the cuts
little spartment with a great view of the city aod Eiffel Tower

We staved thers for tro mights. Cutside of the building, thers was a large group
of policeman waiching the sireets since there were resirictions for locals. Afer we
o settlad in our rental we went putside. My husband asked one of the policemen
for directons 1o the marker grocery store. He told us bow w get there and saluted
my kushand with a smile when we left. They stayed cutside our budlding day and
night. which made ns feel safe. That iz what the mezsanger was telling us earlisr
that day when we did not kuow whers to go.

Somemnas tings do not 2o as plapeed . Europs was closing all aronod us yet
rod goided s in uncertam simuations. He is always there whether we recognize
itor not We conld also feel the pravers of loved onas back boms. We had good
food, comfortable beds and rest, good exercize. rare views of empry cities, great
weather and reminders everywhare of his love for us duning this oip. We also
came home bealty and happy!

Drmtng this crisis, we cannot fear to live the life God gave ns. Are we fearfil
znd hiding because of the fzar of sickness or death” Ooly God knows the plan
for each of our lives. It is not for us to koow or undarstand. T am not saying to go
out and be “unsocially distant™ bat we cannot et fear fake over our faith, joy, and
trust in God. What does his plan for your life look ks durmg thes tine? A<k him,
Prayer can heal Yon can find joy io the nudst of all of this. God is commitnmed to
tzking what we perceive as bad and nsmg it for good. Trost Him. His way is the
only way to follow [h:nug 'IiI.E:-E uncertaim tuwas, We have proof! (Psalm 21: 1-4)

T e TS TR

J‘rm'mfm Lindsay iz an oniing -!ﬁ‘HL.'an prq;fﬁ'.mr She engays frm-m'mg, le:;'aﬂ'-
raphy, and the ourdoors. She attend: Arbar Dale Prashterian Church.

Deli Sandwiches
Hﬂmh[':‘.rg&rs
Hnt Eh::gs
Snup'& Salﬂd
Ice .Eream.

i
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COFFEE SHOP'S CAFE}
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By Diave Famisey
Do wre still owe?

Dear Diava,

Shonld vou sl pay debas that are o collecoons, evea
if they have besn dropped from your credit repont” The
ane in gueston is Som 20011, and I assume it dsn't show-
ing on the credit repont uvinore becanse i's nina yvaars
old Sam

Diear Sam,

There are rwe good reasons to 20 back and deal with this dabe. One, aven if
it's off wonr cradit rapors, von may sl lagally owe the money. Even if the stanite
of limitatons has mm it course, things like this have a kabit of popping up and
cansing problams at the worst possibla tmes. About the dme vou decide o buy
3 home, this is liable o raise its bead sgain and mess things up. So. the fact that
something doesn’t appear ca a cradit report doese’t misan you'te not lezally k-
zble, or that they woa't bothar you about it Later

The second thing to think about is a simple mater of fact—ryou owe the money.
Fezardless of whar the legal swstam or credit report says, vou morally owe the
mioney. I'd comract the creditor and begins negotations to semls te debi. Yon
mught be able to reach an agreement whers they'd accept lass than the priginal
smount owed. Fegardless. zet any rype of satflement offsr in writing. That way,
v 're traly claaning up vour life and seming rid of sy financial skelstons o your
closet! —Dava

The :imple thing is the right thing

Dear Dava,

I recently found cut oy former enplover never stoppad conmbuting to ooy
health savinzs account (HSA). Apparently, this kas been goms on for abon: nine
mionths, and they just senf e a fonm 1o sign so they can zat the overpayvimen:
back. The amouns torals a linls over 1,000, so should [ sizn the papers or is thera
awpthar way to handls this? Ellie

Deaar Ellie,

Yo know, 1f [ were s incompetant 25 your former amployver, I'd be oo ambar-
rassed to ask for the money back. But hey, the point 1s i's pot vour monay. Sign
the forms and lat them take the monsy out Eeep an eve on your H5A balance,
though, and make sure they take our the oaly atoount they overpaid—auot one
pELLY more ar less.

Feep if simple, Ellie. Yoo dido’t eam this monsy, and it wasn't expected or
agread upon. It was a mistake, so just do the nght thing. Coamel the scenario and
stay on fop of this simanon unil everyiling is resolved comectly. —Dave

Protecting vour assets

Draar Dave.

We live in Colorade, and we peed sooe advice on protecing our assets. My
wifz is a teacher, and I'm a murse. We make aronnd 5180000 2 year combined,
and wa're et o pay off our bome pext month. We alse have two teenagers who
are both ddving, so we were wondering about the best way to protect everything
if ppe of them has an accident and we get swed, or something else magic happsns.
Spencer

Diear Spencer,
Witk vour mecome and the stage vou're in when it comes to wealth building,
think it's ome to 3dd an wmbrells policy. This 1= a lishility policy, and vou conld

probably by an extra million tv lakility coverage for around $250 2 year. It
artaches to the ltabiliny policy that's already part of vour homeowners and car
insuranca.

With 2 coupla of teenazs drivers in the bouss, if mizht ma a litls more than
3250, but [ wouldn't thank it wonld be nmch more if any, It would just add an
axma million o the mix, just o case, somecns decided they were goins o omns
afier you becanse of a bad siwaton

As you contime ailding wealth later as if vow get into real estare and stam
buying rental propertes, make sura you put those in a lmired Lizbiliny company
(LLEC. Yon're not there quite wer, but it's always 2 zood idea to plan ahead and do
whatever you can 1o keep the size of the targes on vour back relatvely small —
Diave

Control your own destiny

Digar Dave,

I hawe a pension plan that will pay me 30 percent of my top thres hizhest years’
imcoma. Should [ continue to invest 15 percent towards retirement” [ will top ot
at 379,000 vearly, and I plan on resiring in 28 years. Jordan

Diear Jordan,

Yo should always pat 15 percent of vour inoome into Iedremsnt 0noe yow
reach Baby Stap 4. I would vever count on a penston 25 oy only retirsment in-
come becamse the truth 1= ruany pension funds are very poorly manazed.

Yo'l probably get the pension when the time comes. I'mi not predicting 1t will
zo hrake ar anything like thar, bur there's no way Twonld leave the financial state
of my refiremant in other people’s hapds. That's exacily what you're dong when
your plan is fo count on a pension o Social Security. With Roth TRAs 201(K)s
and so forth. you're building wealt that yon coamel

o have to conmol the conmollable, Tordan, Theare are plaony of things m oar
lives we have no control over whatsoever, Imit you have o take charge of the s
you can control o erder to win. Bullding wealth is one of those things! —Dhave

Diave Ramsey is CEQ af Ramzgy Solutiens. He has quihored zoven besr-selling
baoks, including The Toral Money Makeover: The Dinve Ramzay Show is hearnd
By more than 14 million liztengrs each week on 600 radio stations and mulnipls
digital plagfems. Fallow Dave on the web at daverawsey.com and on Turtier at
i@ DaveRamzeay

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrnate Recauery

Thursdays at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

iller

insurance Group, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

YAy Erie ,
Astnsurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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WITH A

“ NEW SET OF TIRES !

JUMP-START THE SEASON WITH UP TD A §70
COOPER TIRES REWARD WHEN YDU BUY A NEW
SET OF FOUR QUALIFYINE CODPER” TIRES.

SPRUC

TIRE SERVICE

828.765.2186

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM - MON-FRI

Evergreen Church

The Besurrection
By John MeoCoury
Eoan Mownngin, Tenessee

"D not be givaid; for I mow that you are looking for
Jesur who has been crucified. He is not here, for He hax
rizen, just as He said. " Mathew 28:3-0 The fact of Jesus'
resumection is the climse of redempirve history and the es-
senfisl basis of the Christan faith. Without the Fesurmecton,
our Christian faith would just be a lot of wishful thinking no
better than human philosophies and speculatve religions. Car Savier's resur-
rection is truly of great importance in Christanity, so great that His being or not
beimg the MMessiah stands or falls with it From its very early accounts, Scripture
has contaimed the message of resnomrection hope. Theath has never besn the end for
the heliever, but simply a gateway to eternal life in Heaven Abraham was ready
to sacrifice his only son Isaac because in faith “he considerad that God is able 1o
raize man from the dead” (Heb. 11:19). The Lord assured Damiel that believers
“will awake ... to everlasting life" (Dan 12:2). The Fesamecton was the focal
paint of Christ's teaching to the disciples abont His sufferings and death: "The
Son of Man nmast suffer mamy things and b= rejected by the elders and the chief
priests and the scribes, and be killed and after three days rise agam"” (Mark 5:31).
It is therefore completely understandable that Marthew and the other thres Gospel
writers all included a historical acconnt of Jesus' resmmection i their namatives.
Paul knew that without the Fesommection our sabeation could not have been pos-
silble. He was also comwinced that the tath of the Benurection nmst be believed or
elza salvation carmot be recaived: " vou cowpfess with your month Jesur ax Lowd,
and believe in yourr heart tha? (God raized Him from the dead, you shall ba sanved”
(Foom 10:87. It's mo wonder that Panl, the other apostles, and every leader in the
early church contimzally proclaimed Christ's resumection as the culminaton of
His ministry. Those men were so capivated by the significance of the Resurmec-
tion that they conld not kelp but preach it.

And that should be our antiede todsy. Thank God for the truth of Jobn 1-1:25,
which gives us the hope of resurrection in Jesus' own words. In 1 Coninthians
15, we have a living Lord (1-1%). Jesus is alive, and the gospel messaze is mue!
Wimesses who saw Him have passed along their testimony o ws. When you tast
Him_ von receive resurrection life, etemal life (Tohn 5:24); death can hold youn
oo miore. We have a lving hope (20—29%. Tesus Christ will come again, and the
dead m Christ will be raissd. We will have glorified bodies like Christ’s body (1
John 3:1-3). Eeep in mind that resurmection is not reconstmction. God does not
rezszemble the original body that kas torped to dust. Like Soaners and front fom
the planted sead, the glorified body is related to the “planted” body but different
from it. We have a living dynamic {$0-58). We have no reason to give up because
Jesus has conguered sin and death! If you believe in the resurrection and retom of
Jesus, verse 58 will characterize vour life. The best is yet to come, 5o let us give
Him pur best now.

Dio you want and need proof of Christ Eesumection” The Bible recorded
fourteen appesting’s of CHEIST after his Feswrrection We find there are no less
than fourteen recorded sppearing’s of Christ before Paul wrote to the Charch of
Corinth_ and fifteen 1f we inclde Christ's manifestarion to John m the Isle of Pat-
mas. The fourteen appearing’s are as follows; 1 To Mary Mazgdalene (JTokn 20:14;
Mark 16:9). 2.To the other wromen (Mate. 28-0) 3 To Peter (1 Cor. 15:5; Luke
24:34). 4. To the two disciples on their way o Emmans (dJark 16:12,13; Luke
24:13-32). 5. The day He appearad o the disciples, in the absence of Thomas
{Tobn 20:19-24). §.To the disciples when Thomas was present (JTobn 20-24-23) 7.
To Galiles, at the sea of Tiberias, to Peter, John Thomas, James, MNathanae]l, amd
o others (John 21:1-14). 8.To the disciples on & mount in Galilee (Mam. 28:16).
2. To more than five lmndred brethren at once (1 Cor. 15:8). 10 To James the apos-
tle {1 Cor 15:7}. 11. To all the apostles assembled together (1 Cor 15:T). 12.To all
the apostles ar His ascension (Luke 24:50,51; Acts 1:9,100. 13. To Stephen when
be was being stomed to desth (Acts 7:58) 14.To Paal {1 Cor. 15:8; Acts 9:5-5;
22:8-10%. Such 3 mass of evidence attesting any given fact would be accepted 2=
proof positive as to its validity in swy court of justce. Phil 4:23

John MeCoury is pazfor of Evergreen church m Roan Mouwtaim, Temmessee and
aiza chaplain af Roan Highlands Nursing Canter
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SUMMIT BUILDING SUPPLY
252 Possum Trot Road | Burnswille, NC 28714
B28-682-9841 | summitbuildingsupply.com
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God s in Controllll

By Christy Younz
Afiichell Couniy

Wow! How assuring to hear that halp is on the way in
mmes of disaster or distress? It's a sense of security, safety,
and comfort fo know that belp will scon be amiving. These
past few weeks have been difficult times for our coaniry,
churches, and families. We are facing tmes in this coumiry that we have never
faced before and are overwhelmed with emotions. As I have begun to pray and
azk for God's puidsnee and comfort, He has revealed himself over and over. Feas-
suring me that He is still on the throne and i complete contral. God 15 always
zood! As we travel throngzh this life, it is often easy to focus on the fmials we are
faced with. Buif God often reminds me that our blessings way exceeds aoy hard-
ship that we will ever face. Hebrews 4:16 says, “Lat uz, thergfore, come boldly fo
fhe throme af grace, that we may abiain mercy and find grace in the e gf nead. ™
The door to the throne is always WIDE open to us, God's children. We can come
anytime; we don't need an appointment. Wow, that means that we can walk
straight to the throne of grace when we need help. We have a direct line to the
Father! Ihawve realized that I am weak, and I zm in such need of God’s swength in
both the good tmes and bad But it is s0 great to know that in our tme of despair
that we serve & (God that is always faithful compassionate and able to calm our
storms. I don't know what the fwhore will bring, but I do know with complets
confidence that I serve a God thar will hold noy kand to the end  God promised
that e will never legve us nor forsake ns. The trials that we are facing in thiz
coumiry does not take God by sumprise. If we as Christians will open our hearts
and stay grounded m God®s word, seek His presence; and dwell in the goodness
of God we will overcome and become stronger Christians. So, no martter wihat
storm, hardship, or trial that we may be facing. . Our God is slways near. Find
your smength and refuge in HIW and believe in faith that God is in conirol! In the
words of Stonewall Jackson “My religious beliefs teach me to feel as safe in batile
as in a bed. God has fixed the time of my death. I do not concem nyvself with
that, bt to abways be ready whenever it may overcome me. That is the way all
men should live, and all men wonld be equoally brave.™
Christy Young &= the Mlessed wife off Chriz Toung and proud mother of Hurntar
and Holden, She is a [jfe-long resident of Mirchell County, bookkeeper at Foung,
Miller & Gillespie, P4, and a member of Bear Creek Bapfist Church.
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If you would like to be part of our "Heartbeat” and help
bring the Message of God to our community, contact our
sales teamn, (828) 264-2411
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Young Writers Corner

The Day | Heard Mawmaw Sing
By Hannah Hensley
Ermang, Tennezzeq

Sunday, we had the privilege to participate in an earky
birthday surprize and celebration for moy great-Biamaw
Atlaz This wasn't just anoy birthdsy celebraton, but this
was her nminetieth birthday. All ber life, there have besn
four things that MMamaw has held on 3 pedestal and hon-
ored with her wheole life, those things are home, family,
church amd most importantdy our Lord. So, what better
way to honor and celebrate her than o have her children and family surprise her
and o to church with her? Her children and spouses, my brother and I piled into
those old church pews of the liftfls white church house that sits on the hill. When
Mamear soar us, she was shocked We told her for her birthday, we wanted to
come to worship Tesus with her. She cried. She took a tisme and wiped her tesrs.
I looked at ber and [ winked and I smiled. She smiled back  She zazed af her
spns and danghiers. They're all mamied with children and srandchildren. They're
all very successful in their careers and trades. They're all happy. They all love
Momma and each other. They all love Jesus, just like Mamaw. Sunday moming, T
stdied Mamaw. I zaw her eves beaming with joy, but I also noticed her humble-
ness. [ saw her happy and it made me happy. I heard ber pravers and her amvens
during the sermon. 1 saw Mamaw worship Tesus,

When the sermon bad ended the preacher asked if anyvons had something on
their heart that they would like to share. Of course, Mamaw was one of those who
spoke np. “This has been oy worst winger yet. I"ve had every sickness out thers;
I've besn down in my back and I know it's been that dewil rying to keep from
coming and worshipping God in here. But my God is mizhtier than the devil and T
prayed thiz week thar He would give me the storength to be here and He answered
ny prayers. And my children came and surprised me for oy ninsteth birthday.
But it's 3 good thing that not all my family came, or we wonldn't have enongh
roeom in this church. ™ She langhed and then thronzh her tears she said “What
2 God I serve.™ Her voice began to crack, “He s 50, so good to me. Thank you,
Jesus.™ Bverybody szid “amen™.

Orther people spoke up and mlked about how moach they admired MMamaw.

“She's 3 good mother™

“She’s raised, beantifol children ™

) what a wonderfinl woman is Atlas™

“She’s been 3 wonderful example to me ™

“5he loves her Logd.”

When thinking shout Sumday, I've coms to reslize that I have so mamy wondsr-
ful memories of Mamaw, but what will always stick n oy mind more than any-
thing, is seeing Mamaw's love for Fesns. [ noticed it Sunday and I thought about
all the other times I've noticed it. For instance, one late summer day. [ was at
Wamaw Sharrel's, to help around the houwse and to help cook our Friday evening
meal, and Mamaw Shammol asked me...

“Hannzh, could you zo over and help Mama with some beans that she’s oving
to can? She's got a pinched nerve in ber leg and she is laid up."

“Sure thing ™ T said

I made my way to Mamaw’s little house When T arrived, T walked up the steps
znd took notice of the sign nailed by the door snd I read aloud fo mysslf .

“As for me smd vy howss, we will serve the Lord ™

T had sesn that sipn many times. A frer all, it kad been there for as longz as I
conld remember, and [ was 19 at the time. But it s6ll comfored me to read it
every thme [ passed it

I entered the house and foand MMamaw bying on the couch, propped up on pil-
lows. She was watching the birds ont her window. On the floor was a large bag
full of green beans, waiting to be stnung, broke, washed and camnmed.

“Hello there Hannah ™ She said as she rose from the couch

“How are you hamaw™

“Mot too good, but I've been worse. Here's the besns. I']] get ns some knives
snd bowls and then we'll start smingimg them ™ She said with a sigh

“Yiou lie down. I'll get “em Mamaw.™

“Mo, no I'm just fine. You want some diet soda or some diet tea? I don't know
whera they care from I puess one of them kids hrowght them for me. Want
something to eat? I'll cook vou something. Or I have some oatmesl créme pies ar
peanut bustter crackers.”

“Blo, Mamaw I'm good. Mamsaw Sharrol just fed me hanch ™

She came back to the living room with the bowls and kndves. I scooted my chair
pexi to her rocker. Then we began to siring and bresk the beans together. We had
almost a bushel w prepare, 50 we numed the TV on trying o help the time to pass.
We watched the news, baf just lonz encagh to becoms to disensted with it and
then we mrned it off We tomed on the radio and listen to a sermon, but then there
was something =aid that evoked conwersation, so off wenf the radio and the talk-
ing began. We talked about family and friends, her childhood, Papaw Charlie and
we talked sbout the old overgrown tobacco field in front of the house_ After what
sepmpd like forever, we had finished the baz foll of beans. I carried the bowls to
ithe kitchen, and we dropped the beans in the sink to wash them and to pick ot
any bad spots. Mamaw gof the water bath started and washed the rings and lids.
After I had washed the beans, she brought a clean jar over and beld it, while T
filled it full of beans and a Limle sali. I wiped the top of the jar clean placed the 1id
on and screwed on the ring. Mamaw placed it in the water bath.

“Are you still burting Mamaw? Why don't you go lie down? I can do this.™

“TI'm burtimg some. bai I'll belp yvou. I'l be fine.” She zaid and zave me a little
pat.

We continned with our canning and then Mamaw began singing softly to her-

What Fumee in Jaz
a firend wa ke in u.:r__ RS 44
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The Rest of the Story:

It was never a dull day sround Clint, you never knew what to expect. 1have
never seen pigs with as mach of a “sogar high™ a5 those poor pigs kad  They had
cleaned np the entive 5 zallons of scuon and just laid down. With Cling, vou had
o be very specific in the instructions, and I nmst admit that I did not always do
that to perfection. The surprising thing was that Clint had acmally gotten in the
pen with the pigs and poured the five gallons in their frough. I was not thers, bt
knowing pigs the way I do, [ am sure that they were all over him mying to get to
the molasses soum. I don't recall any dite fales of kim being attacked or almost
eaten alive, bat I weuld not have been surprised if a few tales had derived from
the feeding frenzy that T am sure took place!

Best in peace, my friend.
Fammer Dioug

Funny Farm

Draar friends,

When you're me it's hard to decide which story to share next with 50,000 of my
closest frends g . Oftentimes people are perplexed as to why I am willing to ralay
fales of my incompetence month affer month. [ tell them that [ am a proof-positive
that there is 3 merciful God Who looks afier the fools of this world. . and I am
chief among them g .

The Farmer's Apprentice

It was early October 2010, and time for the Family Fun
Fastival at Harrell Hill Faomes. This annual harvest celebra-
o is truly A wonderfinl event highlighted by Gospel music,
face-painting for children hayrides, excellent BEQ) pork,
and other goodies, and the making of old-tmey serghumn
miolasses. If yvon've never attended this conniry festival you
shonld make plans fo come this year on Saturday, Ociober
4th! Anyway, back to the story.

When I came to Harrell Hill Farms in the Spring
of 2010, A.D. “Daddy D" Harrell kind of adopted me as
somewhart of a “project ™ Day-to-day I was “n the custody™
of Farmer Dioug, as you know, but Daddy D). occasionally
stepped-in when to provide me some special lessons. This
was to ba such 3 day 3z be pulled up to the bam and honked the bom of his Chevy
pick-up muck. As always, I went nmming to see what was on his nymnd.

“(zef in, I wamna show you something ™ he said with a wry smile. I was nsnally
fentative when sununoned this way but knew I was not to question his commands.
I climbed inte the passenzer s=at having no idea what would come next.

We meandered up Byrd Road, weaving slightly from keft to right {(Daddy D's
evesipht wasn't what it once was!) uniil we armved at Fanner Dong and Barbara's
farmhonse and parked in the drivewsy. “Come on,” was my ooly instrection, and
I went.

Diaddy . camied an old, oil-stained brown bag that appeared heavy in one
hand As we approached the front porch he began dizging in the baz, first fossing
me 3 conple of worm-riddlsd “cheep’s noce™ apples (T think that's what he called
them) then he handed me some sticks and dred leaves, and finally noveiled 8
rusty contraption of some sort. [ confess. T quickhy identified the first three con-
tents but conldn't imazine what we would do with the ancient musty, medieval
formre device. Soon I would knowy.

Setting The Sieel Trap

Please nnderstand, Draddy D¥s hands were pretty goarly. . I don’t mind telling
youn the man didn't bave a single soraight digit. 1 can only imagine how his bands
had become o — Ummm weathered would be 2 nice term bat they were a mess.

I once remember him threading hiz boots with 3 pair of phers becanse his fingers
couldn’t do it! Ar amy rate, be said “T'm going to tell you what to do, at you have
io follow oy instroctons. I wonld do this myself but my fingers can’t mampulate
the trap like they nsed to. Moar, don’t do soything wnnl T tell vou ™ Abamys the
eager learner, T agreed to the challenge.

“Blowr Lok, ™ he began, “we've got a groundhoes under the porch here and it's
digging tunnels all the way under the house. We're going to set this map to oy and
zet rid of it.™” By this time, I am getfing pretty excited, just think — “Fanmer Cling
The Trapper” @ . It just had 3 certaim nng to it, don’t you think?

Another thing you have to know about Daddy I, he was fon and mdschievous
onmch of the time I spent with him BUT...he was VEEY SEFI0OUS when teach-
g me things which might be considered dangerous . "Clint, don't ever mo mio
the woods with a chainsaw by yourself, be sure youn have a parmer!™ . or, “Son,
you've gotia watch whers yon're poimg with that tractor and hay rake. you're mn-
ning people off the road down there!™ . “Always check to make sure the power
is off on the fence before you clind over!™ The wamings were endlags.

Diaddy D was a long-times educator and was showt to crank up his teaching vaics.
I'm not sure exactly what he planned to say buat I have intimate recall of his next

Comment. ..o paraphrase, “DANG IT, BOY, YOU'RE GOING TO KILL Y/OUR-
SELF!™ (Dops, I think T made him mad) g .

You see, in my mind, I already had graduated to “Farmer Clint the Trapper™ and
had the jaws of that steel monster wide open. As I went to put it on the ground it
snapped with the force of a 500 Ib. gator, narrowly missing my rizht hand. And I
thought to myself, “0h vesh Daddy D said ‘you have to follow my instuctions .’
Guess I failed that test.™

I wiped my brow and looked him in the eye as Daddy I “dressed me down™ for
a little while longer — a verbal winppin® I'd eamed; then we went abount the basi-
ness of resetting the trap. He, with his very bent fingers actually did the “setting™;

I was allowed only o sprinkle a few leaves and twigs in the vicinity. Deddy I
put those sheep’s head apples nearby as bait, “That'll get the job done,™ he said.
And ke winked at me — you know, that “wink” we get from a parent which acmally
meeans, it's okay now, I 56l love you, let's move o’

Back At The Barn

While I was leamning to be a gronndhoz trapper, Fanmer Dong and Larmy were
busy boilmg the juice from sorphum cane. This is 8 very tedious process which re-
quiTes contimacs skimming to remave the various impurites and proteins which
rise to the surface. It forms praenish foam — similar to the slime wsed in Ghost
Busters — and it st be scooped nio nckets for disposal Anyway, there were a
couple of 5-zallon buckets of what I call “molasses soum™ beside the pan.

“Hey, Fanmer Clint, why don’t vou tzke some of that up to the pigs? They will
be your friends for life,” Farmer Doug langhed. Mow that was rather fonny since
vou may remember that I bad some rather unpleasant encounters with these ag-
gressive piggies earlier in moy stay oo the farm.

Obediently, dutifully, I grabbed a bucket of sonm and walked to ooy trock. After
having nearly chopped off my hand with a groundhoz trap-thingamaboeb, I was
“info™ following directions to the letter 5o, I left 3 5-gallon bocket full of molas-
ses drippings just mside the piggy fence. 1 looked forward to a new, improved
relafionship with the bogs after this litde gift.

Too AMuch OFf A Good Thing?

It bas been =aid that too onach of 2 good thing can be a bad thing. Apparently,
that is ttee of molasses and piggies.

The mext morming, a5 we enjoyed Dioug’s patentad uckwheat pancakes with
miolasses mixed with bater, it starbed:

Doug: “Hey, Clint. .. Unuomy, did you give molasses o the pizs™

Bie: “Yesh, and they BREATLY liked “em ™

Diongz: “Well thanks for that. I wonder, how much did vou give ‘em?™

Bde: “Tust one of the 5-gallon buckets full

Dougz: “0h, a WHOLE 5-gallon backet full ™

Bde: “Yeah tnat it was 3 couple of inches from the top ‘causs the rest spilled oot
mnta the track bed

Diongz: “Hmomm, ™ — pow that crooked, wily, half~cocked smile overtaking his
face.

Nde: “Mow what? You tell me to give the pizs some molasses, I give the pigs
meolasses. Didn’t you want me to give them molasses™

Dougz: “Yes, I did. I was thinking mwore like a cupful in their evening feed. But
you gave them 5 gallons, nght™™

e “Ves I did. Are they okay?”

Douz: “Hroormm, oot sure vef. When I drowve by all 5 of them were lving on their
backs with their feet straizht np in the air.™

bde: “Dead, are the piz's dead™

Doung- “Blaw, they aren’t dead Mot sure if they will be or not since I"ve never
given 5 pigs a 5-gallon bucket of molasses ™

Nde: “Damn it, Dong, I'm so soary. I thought you meant. . oh mever mind g "

Dhongz: “Once again, it's my fault, Clint. I forget that you're stll new o the
farm; I need fo communicate better; to let you know exactly what I"m saying ™

Yo nmast Enow that by now I'm fesling pretty much like the village idiot. I'd
dizappoimted Daddy D by nearly severing my am; now I may have killed Doug's
pigs. What next?

Dougz: “There’s one thing shout it, Pollard.™

Bie: “Yeah what's that?

Dongz: “If they don't die beforehand, that will be
some mighty sweet-tacting BRQ) next fall’™

Iraceived that message . oy second “wink™ of the
day. (And those pizs lived untl te mext Cotober o).

Sall hnmbled in the hdlls,

Fammer Clint

Come, my people, enter thon into thy chambers, and shar thy doors abont thee:
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, unl the mdignation be overpast.
Izaiah 26:20

YANCEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION CARES
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Mysteries of the Bible
The Mystery of God is Jesus Christ

By Alsn Griffin

A nrystery in the Bible is something thar 55
at one time was hidden from view. A lot of %
times if was hidden in plain sizght The 0ld
Tectament promised a hessiah and at the
begimming of Jesus's ministry, the Israel-
ites were looking for 3 conguer. Someone
who would free them from Foman mle.
When Jesus came into His own, they dismissed Him as a troublemaker and felt He
threstened their anthority, so they had Him putf to death. Instead . Christ came to
save that which was lost. He came not a5 a conguering general, but the sacrificial
Lamb of God. He came, “So that we may have the il riches gf complete widar-
stgngling, in order that we may ow the mpystery God, namely, Christ, tn whom
arg hidden all the treanures gf wisdom and Inowiedge. ” Colossians 2:2-3 NIV

It has always been God's plan that all of mankind shonld be heirs or partakers
n God's kingdom  The Eingdom of Heaven was first offered to the lost sheep of
Tsrzel, and when they refiised to listen the Kingdom was sef azide for 8 whiles and
the (rozpel of Tesus Christ was shared with the rest of mankind We are now at the
end of the church era and it will mot be too many vesars from pow that the news of
the Kinzdom will be preached just as John the Baptist did two thousand years azo.
This myystery is given to those of us who believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. While Tesus walked this earth, He was God and man at the same time. “Far
in Him dwalls all the fidlness of the Godhead bodily, and you are completa in
Him, who iz the head of all principality and power™ Colossians 2:0-10 RETV

Everything you see and hear Jesus Christ created. He is the glue that holds the
universe ogether. Right now, He is in control of the all. When He puts everyihing
under His subjection, He will return the all and a1l back to God the Father “He
iz the image of the imisible God, the firsthorn over all creation. For by Him ail
things ware created that are in heaven and that are on sarth, vizible and imisilbie,
whether thrones or dominions or principaliifiies or powers. Al things ware cre-
ated through Him and for Him. And He is bgfore ail things, and i Him ail things
conzizt * Colossians 1-15-17 WETV Can yon just imszine the Creator of all things
coming to earth and taking on a mortal body o be sacrificed on a tmee forus? He
paid the nlinnate price so that our sins will be forgiven. He gave up everything
50 that we might reraim 3 personal relationship with Him How sad it is for us to
ignore the gift of salvation. How wonderfol it was that He paid such a price and
offers if 1o us for free.

Mow Godliness is restored o mankind. “Adnd withont conmoversy grear is the
mystery of podhiness: God manifested in the fech, Tusified e the Spirit, Seen by
angels, Preached among all peaples, Believed on in the world, Received up in
glory. ” Timothy 3:18 KNETV
The Mystery of the Church

The MNew Testament Charch is the bride of Christ and one day there is going to
be “the mamiage supper of the Lamb.” There, somewhere up in the skv, will b=
a wedding ceremony where the bride (the choarch), and Fesns Christ (the Groom)
will marry. The fact is mamisge bere on earth was based on the mamiage between
Jesus and the church. He gave us this ceremony as an example for us to follow,
knowing that one day we will be “the bride of Christ. ™ The Mew Testamvent was
written in ancient Greek. “Boclesia™ the chuorch. It means “called out™ a body of
people called out by the power of God through the Holy Spirt to share with the
wounded world the good news of Jesns Christ. “dnd He iz bgfore all things, and
in Him ali things conzizt._dnd He iz the head gf the body, the chunch, who iz the
beginning, the firsthorm from the dead, that i all things He may ko the pre-
emiimence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullnezs should dwall ™
Colossians 1:17-18 WETV People that believe that Jesus Christ is the Som of
God believe, through faith, that Jesns Christ was bom of 2 virgin, crucified as a
living sacrifice so that our sins are forgiven, three days later was resurrected fom
the dead, and now sits at the right side of our Heavenly Father waiting for His
enemies to become His footstool.

Idany people confuse the building where people worship with the charch. The
charch is made up of peopls who love the Lord and seek to serve Him “For wa
arg co-workars in God 5 service; vou are God 5 field, God & buildimg.™ 1 Corinth-
ans 39 MASH and a person who iz 2 member of God's building is empoaered by
the Holy Spirt COur body is the temple of God. "Having been bugit on the founda-
tion gf the aposties and prophets, Chrizst Jesus Himze[f being the cornersiong, i
Whom the whole building, being fitted ropether, is growing Info a holy temple in
the Lomd, in whom your alzo are being builf fogether info a dwelling of God i the
Spirir. ” Epbesians 2:21-22 It is the cormerstone that the nilders did not allow, and
we are the living stones joined o make a spirital home. When our membership is
completed the Body of Christ will be removed from this earth. “You alse, az ving
stownes, are heime buill up as @ spiritual honse for a holy priestheocd, fo affer up
spiritual sacrifices accaptabie fo God threngh Jesus Christ.™ 1 Pater 2:5 HASE
Evervone has their own service o God. We are 3 living, breathing organism
whose members work towards God's plan. We love everyone and always try to do
what's mght. We never think sbout oursalves, and we are alarays putting the needs
of others first Bach of us has a specific service that we perform for our Heavenly
Father. This service is revealad to uws through our relationship with Jesus Christ.
“Just az a body, though ane, has many paris, bur ail it many paris form ong bod);
o it is with Christ. For we were all bapiized by Spirit 2o as fo form one body—
whather Jews or Gantiles, slave or free—and we ware all grven the one Spirit fo
drink. Even so the body iz net made up gf ane part but gf g™ 1 Corinthians
12:12-14 HASE
The Mystery of Iniquity

Those who choose the life of lawlessness have been aroumd for a long time The

commmeon ground of teday is to lie, cheat, and steal The way of the world has re-
jected the way of God and this state of anarchy will contimae to get worst umil the
time of the end. The power of the Holy Spirit of God defends us mnil the tme of
and all hell will break loose.™ And mow you Enow whar is holding him back, thar
hg (the Ans? - Chrisi) may be revealed af the proper fime. For the secret power of
Imwleszness is aiready af work, bur the ong who now holds it back contimue fo do
so HIT he iz faken ont of the way. dAnd them the Imwlezs ome will be revealad, the
Lord Jezus will everthnow with the dreath gf hiz mouth destroy by the splandor of
Rir coming. The coming gf the lawlezs one will be in accordance with kow Satan.
He will uze all zorts of duplays gf power through signs and wonders serve the lie,
and ail the ways that wickedness deceives thoze who are perishing. They perizh
because they rgfured to love the ruth and so be saved ™ 1 Thessalonians 2:6-10
NETV

There will be a e when 3 man walks upon this earth that will be the Devil
incamate just like Jesns Christ was God incamate. Satan's Anti-Christ will work
powers and wonders npon the people of this earth  Mawy will be given over to
sirong delnsion smd will follow the Ant-Christ o destaction. Even the elect will
be fooled, and all the earth would be destroyed if Christ doesn’t return fo stop it
"For thiz reason, God sends them a powerful delusion that thay will believe the
It and so that all will be condemmed who have not believed the truth but have
daliphted tn wickedness.” 2 Theszalonizng 2:11-12 NETV Those of us who will
receive the muth that light has come into the world, and Jesws Christ is the Soa
of God, will be saved. Those who by their oom will reject the fruth and refuse o
walk in the light will become more confused and, m the end, will reject Him. T
urge you with a1l great haste that if you have not accepted Jesns Christ as your
Savior get down on your knees and do 5o now. Please say this prayer with me.
Dipar heavenly Father, I admit I am a sinner and need vour forgivensss; [ believe
that Jesns Christ died in my place paying the penalty for my sins. I am willing
right now to turn from pay sin and accept Tesus Christ as ooy Lord and Savior I
commit myself o you and ask you to send the Holy Spint into my life. to fill me
=nd take conirol, and to help me become the type of person You want me to be.
Thank you, Father, for loving me_ in Jesus Christ name I pray. Amen.

The Mystery of Chrizt Within You

Through the sactficial death and resurmection of Jasus Christ, the Spirnt of
Christ was made gvailable to all mankind. If yoo can say,™ Jesus Christ is Lord™,
then the Holy Spimt of God resides mside of your heam. He is there waiting to
have a relstionship with you just like a friend or family member. The only dif-
ference is He can't be seen. The Bible talls us, “Thene are three Percons in the
Crodivead: The Father, the Son, and the Hely Spirtt, and these three are one God,
rhe zame in subsrance, egual in power and glory. They are one naiure, the sama
in Thair aitributes, in Their will, and in Their purpose.” Soofield Bible. He is
inside of your heart becanse of the finished work of Tesus Christ and He is there
to help us m our weskness and infirmities, When we simply no longer know how
to pray, the Holy Spint will coy out to God on our behalf. “dnd jf Cheist iz in pou,
rha body i dead becauze af sin, but the Spirir is ijfe becawre of righteousnezs. But
{f the Sparit of Hine whe raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raized
Christ from the dead will alze grve iijfe to your moriad bodies through His Spirit
wha dwells in you ” Fomans §:10-11 WETV

Each believer is a partaker of divine nature. "The sesiery wiich ks been hed-
dan firom ages and from gemeranions, but mow has been revealed fo i saingz. To
them God willed fo make Enown what are the riches gf the glory aff this mpsiery
among the entiles: which iz Chrizt in you, the hope gf glory.” Colossians 1:26-
2THETV We read in Galatans 2:30, “T have been crucified with Cheizt; it iz no
ionger I who Iive, but Christ ives in me; and the [jfe which I row lfve in the flesh
I Itve by faith in the Son qf Grod, whe loved ma and gave Himself for me. ™ 5o,
it is wery moportant that we do not say in our beart, “Whe will ascend heaven? ™
bacaze we bring down Christ from above throwgh our lack of faith The mstant
we believe there is no condermmation fo those of us who are in Christ Fesus. W are
fread from all sinfiil natore and death becanse of the “Law of the Spirit.” The faith
we receive thronzh Bible study and prayer gives us God's nnmerited righteons-
ness. Bacause of our faith m Christ, we stand before God just as if we had never
sinned. We are no longer nnder the “law of sin™ and “the law of death ™ Onr deliv-
erance from sin has been paid for by the precicus blood of Tesus Christ.

Cnir lifestyle determines the position of our bearts. Those of ns who follow
worldly hast such as “the lust of the fiesh the hust of the eve and the pride of life,”
are agamst the mind of God. Those of ws who are indwelt in the Hoby Spirit search
afier things of the Spinf and are not snbject to the “Laws of God.™ Whosoever will
come umte God, bat everyone who comes to God nmst do it His way. That way is
by faith throngh Bible sdy and prayer because without faith it is mpoessible to
please God. Jesus said, “T aw the Wiy, the Truth and the Life: No man comes wrio
rhe Father, bur by Me.™ Jobn 1426 NETV
The Mystery of the Eapiure of the Troe Church

The time of the dispensation of grace will soon be over The opportanity o ac-
Cept to receive salvation by grace through faith will come o a0 end when the fme
church is rapiured up to heaven Afier the church has left the Kingdom of Heaven
will be offered as a way of salvadon. This dispensation remnoves the opporbomniry
1o receive the free gift that Christ paid for our sins. The Einpdom of Heaven
is gpalled out in Matthews m the sermon on the mount. There will be echoed
throughout the earth, "Repent for the Kmpdom g Heaven is af hamd. © Chaning
the mibulation period, millions will tum to Christ and millions more will die for
their faith, “Far jf the word spoken through angels proved steadfazi, and every
tramsgression and dizobedience received a fust reward, how shall we escape [fwe
Heglect 50 greal a zalvaiion, which ai the firzt began to be spoken By the Lord, and
was confirmed fo uz by those who heard Him. " Hebrews 2:2-3 WETWV

"Behold, I el you a mystery: We shall no? all sleep, but we shall ail be
changed— i a moment, in the winkiing gf an ove, af the last rumpel. For the

confinwed on page 17
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frumpet Wil sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptibie, and we shall be
changed. For thiz carruptible must put on incorrupdion, and this morfal must put
o immartaiipe ' 1 Cornthians 15:51-53 NETV The very next thine on God's
fimeline is the removal of the fme cnoch from the earth. There is not one proph-
ecy that neads to be fulfilled before the second greatest event on earth oconrs.
Omnly our Heavenly Father knows the date and time when Jesus Christ will meet
ns in the air and snatch ws away. We conld be waiting for youn to surrender your
life to Christ. We may be just a few decisions away. We just don’t know fior sure.
We don’t have to wonder what is required to qualify ns for the prestest joumey in
the history of the umiverse.

All of us who refuse to obey God's word and sumender our bearts to God would
e better off if we were born in the deepest, darkest jangie on eanth, never hear-
ing the zospel, beczuse those of us who hesr and refuse to submit to His will are
condermmed already. God is 3 nghteous judge, snd we will be judzed by the light
we have received and the oppornmities we have had. “He who helicves in Him is
maf condemned, But he who does not belleve &3 condemmad already, because e
hus mwot believed in the name gf the only begoiten Son af God. And this is the con-
diemation, that the light haz come info the world, and man loved darimess rather
than fight, because their deads were @vil. ” John 3:18-19 NETV When we hesr and
refnse to obey, we are rejecting God and calling Him a liar. “He who rejects Me,
amd dowes ot recena My words, has that which judges fom — the word that T have
zspokan will judes hive in the Lozt day. ™

The Word of God is what brings the good mews of salvation. It is what the Holy
Spirit uses to coovict us of our sins. The Bible and the power within it produce
the new hirth. Throngh God's Holy Word we develop our service and ministry to
others. Through daily Bible study and prayer, we grow in faith and we agree to the
terms of our forgiveness. We boldly walk with confidence that we are servants of
Tesus Christ and sons of God. Won't vou stop this moment and reflect on your life
and see what yon are missing without 3 personal relationship with God. Time is
munning out. The church age is coming o an end and the moystery of the rapome of
the true church will soon take place!

Alan Griffin started the Edsnchrist ministries in November 19097, He has worked
with fmmer cify kids for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Biblical fitera-
fure that would reach people of all ages and has been writing since 2005, The
ministry has expanded their wabsiras fo reach around the world. Eidsnchrizt com,
millerniglchrisfian com, eenmmchrisl COM, SERioTSHCRFIST.COm, RCme-1arse com,
and soulworks-smallgroups.com. W had an oureach of over 13, W00, 000 peaple
last year with 36000, 000 imprezzions. If von hove any gueztions for dlan yvou can
reach him af alani@iidsnchrist.com

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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For God o lovad the world, that e gave hiz only begotten Son, that whosaever
believerh m kim should mot perish, bot have everlasting [jfe. John 3:16
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¥e are of Gad, Iiitle clildren, and have overcome them:
becanuse greater 15 he thaf 15 0 yon, than he that 15 1 the
world. 1 John 4:4
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New Dimensions
Unprecedented Times

By Diavid Burleson
Burks County

We are certainly living in unprecedented times. Dharing
oy lifetime I have never known a time when all schopls
i Morth Carolina were closed by order of the Governor.
I do remember the schools in Avery County being closed
for 3 month dne to snow during my senior vear, but this iz
on another leval.

Closing schools for at least two weeks due to execntive order 117 leaves ns
with many questions and concemns a5 & companity. Some mformation sboat
schools in Morth Caroling was provided om March 14 by the Governor's office and
the Deparmment of Public Instruction. Here are soame issues and information to
consider:

1. Class Time — the reguirement for WC Poblic Schools is fo have a miniomom

of 1025 metmactional bours. Af this time. Mew Dimensions would have 1 060
instractional kours which wounld take mio account the half days we have in the
calendar, the two days we missed for inclement weather, the projected two weeks
we will be closed and the foll §-day spring break that is schednled. Thankfully,
our extendsd school day has placed s m 3 good position unleszs the meamdated
closare is extended.

2. Online Leaming — plans are in place fo provide oppormnities for online learn-
ing for our sadents. We realize that this is not a perfect soluton for 2l cur
students, it we will do the best we can. The promary objective will be to keep
students aciively engaged scademically the best we can. Plans are being made
o provide paper copies for siudents with no infernet acoess. Also, for those

that have access to Specum, families can get free intemet access while school
is closed. Work sent home mnst be practice exercises to help sustain academnic
achievement. At no dme should bome assignments be zraded from a punitive
approach snd nmst only be used to halp foster academic support. The staff at
New Dimensions is using a variety of online platforms to reach siudents and thedr
families.

3. Smdent Contact — The Wew Dimensipns Facnlty and Staff iz making sure gvery
smdent/parent is contacted personally each day. To assist with this and online
leaming, students have been allowed fo check ont 3 school Chromebook to use at
home.

4. Field Trips and Athletics — Unil April &, all field wips and athlefics have been
canceled or postponed. We are working with our wavel agent to reschedule oar
nuddle school Washington mip. Grade levels are also attempting to reschedule
field wips.

5. Omur custodians are doing a remendons job cleaning and disinfectng our
schonl They have worked tiralessly smce we first received word of the corona-
rs.

It iz mmportant to understand that we all play a role in redocing the hikelibood
of a coronavims outhresk in our school conumumity. We encourage evervone o
praciice good habits, inchyding:
= Wash your hands regularly, especially after using the restroom and before pre-
paring or consuming food. Wash for 20 seconds, using soap and water.
= Avoid coughing or speezing into your hands or i the air. Always @y to cough
Or sneere into a fssue, and then throw the fdsswe away. If vou don't have a tissue,
cough'sneezs into your arm.
= A&z pmch as vou can, aweid touching your eves, mowth, and nose,
= If children are feeling sick, please kesp them home from school, Allow them
some time to feel better so that they do not risk mifecong others.

Al Morth Carolmizns can better prepare for COWVID-12 by setting up-to-date
information directly from relizble sources like WECDHHS and the CTHC. The C0-
VID-19 putbreak has besn sccompanied by a zlobal Aood of mismformation from
nnreliable sources. Be thoughtfol sbout what vou read or hear abont the vims and
make sure you are separating nonoer from fact before you act.

For more information oo COVID-12, please vistt the CIC's website at odc.
zovicoronavims. Morth Carelina resources can be found on the Division of Public
Healih website at nodhhs govicoronavimis. If you have guestions or concerms, call
the COWVID-19 Helpline wil fee at 1-866-462-3821. To submit guestions online,
20t www.ncpoisonconool.org and select “chat ™

The Mew Dimensions staff have been phepoonenal throughour this unparalleled
fmme in history. With less than 3 day’s notice, online lesson plans were developed,
leamming packets were produoced, plans for technology distribotion were made and
8 caring cormmunicaton was mads to each stdent. When our WDS family needad
them the most, our staff was willing to do a1l teat was asked of them.

Wew Dimensions will contimie 1o compminicate with our school compmnity
in the days and wesks fo come As always, the safety of our smdents, staff, and
farmilies remains our top priomty. We will act out of an sbundance of cantion to
protect everyone’s health and wellbeing. We hope that vou will never hesitate to
contact the school when you have a question or problem conceming your child. If
there is anything else that we can do, please do ot hesitate to contact me.

Apain thank you for your spirt of cooperation and your concem for our
students. We connoue to pray for those impacted by the Coronavirus and for our
entire CommmUmity.

Dimvid Burlesom is the Director gf the New Dimensionz Charter Schoal in Burke
Cloumiy.

Blessed [bel the God and Father af onr Lord Jesnwy Christ, which according fo
hix abnmdant mercy hath begorten us agzin nmie @ fvely hope by the resnrrec-
mon gf Jesns Chrise from the demd, 1 Peter 1:3

No Regrets - “Chariots of Fire”

By Dean Honeyoutt
Mirtchell County

As ] write this article, we are in the muddle of the
Coronsvimus Pandemic. It is Thursday, hbarch 19 2020,
snd all schools, restaurants, and events are shit doomn.
We are =tll gathering at Snow Hill in frith trusting the
Lord. Our mambers are down bot people are still coming
&t their discretion and some of them are the most vnlner-
shle to the disease. As of right now, we do not have a
repornted case of Covid-19 nesr us. The closest case is in Watsuga county.

MWy faith has never been tested in this way before. I never dreamed I would
be making decisions to consider canceling church services because of a vims. I
pever thought I wonld not be shaking hands with people I love and care for. We
are social people created for relationships and social distancing is very difficnl
to practice. My beart breaks for people who cannot zo see their loved ones in
our marsing homes. T heard of 3 man who went to the nursing home every day to
feed his wife and left at night bar is now separated from her. Another dear fisnd
whose dashter was on 3 cradse ship headed for Traly was having trouble finding 2
place to port. Many people on the ship were getting sick. Oh, how this father and
mather long for their daughter.

Matthew 24:7-8 has really hit home during this tme of sormow and suffer-
inz T For nafion shall rize apaist nation, and HEngdom agamst bngdom. and
there shall be famines, and peziilences, and earthquakes, in divers "places. § Al
these are the beginning af seemows. © A pestilence is a disease and Fesns told us to
expect things kike this, however, we really do not think sbowut this thar nonch onml
suffering hits home We are as Jesns told us expenencing the birth pains before
the Great Tribulation. According to scripture Covid-19 is just a drop in the buckes
to what 1z ahead of ns. Famines. wars, disease. and earthquakes will zet worse as
we npar the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

I hope and pray by the tme you are reading this article Covid-19 has subzided
and we have experienced the grace and mercy of God. But whatever happens and
wherever you find yourself m life we nmst remain faithfol and st God. These
recent events are 2 test for the church and God's people. The Church is not fm-
nmne o suffering. The early church experienced zreat suffering for the cause of
Christ, and through her faithfulness and prayer expenenced great zrowth during
times of adversiny. Many foumding churches m America were established as Chris-
tians fled reliFious persecution and soffering

As the church we need to look up because our “redemption draws pear,” praise
the Lord. Jesus arose from the dead praise the Lord. “WJy hope is built on nothing
lezs Than Jesus' blood and nightepwsness. [ dare not trust the sweetest frame bt
wholly trust m Jesus' Mame. When darkness seerns to hide His lovely face, T rest
on His nnchanging prace. In every hish and stormy gale. my anchor holds within
the veil Om Christ the solid Fock I stand; all other sround is sinking =and; A1l
other ground is sinking sand.” Edward Mote

Folks may we be found faithfol and may our light shine the brightest m dark
davs. May our eves be open to the glory of besven and Her King In 2 Eings
chapter six Elisha iz in a tovm called Diothan, He and his servant have been stay-
ing there. It is a small town surounded by hills. The king of 5vria is at war with
Izrasl and every time they try an attack o Israel their plans are foiled becanse
Elisha wams the king of Israel what the king of Syria is plaoning. God tells Elisha
where the Syrian amy is camped that they are preparnmg an ambush against Tsrael.
The king of Syria is furiows that e could not ambush the Tarseli smony and be
believes ome of his own men is 2 fraitor. But one of his servants tells the king it
is mot one of we, but it is Elisha the prophet who is tellmp the king of Tsrasl your
plans. So, during the night the sy of Synia sumonnds Dothan in bhopes of killing
Elisha. Elisha’s serant wakes up and sees they are summmmded by the SyTian army
and is scared to desth and he tells Elisha. Elisha savs “do not be afrzid becanse
they that be with us are more than they that be with them™ praise the Lord. At
that moment Elisha prayed and asked God to open the eyes of his young servant.
The young man's eves were opened, and he saw the mountain was full of borses
and chariots of fire round abowt Elisha. Praise the Lord God's amay was there to
protect God’s people.

I pray that God would open our eyes and let us see God's divine hand of protec-
tion and deliverance. Charch God is present. He is with us, and He will help us.
Jezue told ns we would zo through hard times bt will never forsake us. My dear
friends remember “they that be with us are more than they that be with them ™

God bless you in His Great love.

Pastor Dean Honepoudt shephends Snow Hill Baptizt Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at §25-385-0213, snowkilibaptisiasmail com , or VisiT ther
wiebsite at www.rnowhiThapiist.com.
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Kids' Corner

Is God the Great Provider?
By Christy Lowman
Burke Coumty

Are there times in your life that yon wonder will God by
provide for you in 2 fime of need?

We're going to have a look at another animal that God pro-
vided and contimies to provide for

Spammows are mentioned in the Bible. There ate many types
of sparrors, but we are going to take a ook at the Honse Spamow because they
are very common and you more than likely have them around your honse. I"m
sure you have seen them before because they like people!

The honse sparrow was brought to Brooklyn, Mew Yook in 1851 from Europe.
They can be found all over Morth Amenica eccept i apper Canada and Alaska
House sparrows live wherever there are people, you will not find them awywhere
elze (excapt for the proup of howse sparmrows that live in the Central Asian Steppes
who are more cautions around people). House sparmows are & small 5t bird with
@ short tail along with a big head. These sparrows grow up to 16cm long and nor-
mally live up to 3 years except for 8 female that lived almost 16 vrs. in Texas.
This widespread songhird makes a shrill monofone chirp. They are very noisy
despite their finy size. The house spamow hops when not fiying instead of walking
oa the ground and they lowe to take frequent dirt bathes.

House sparrows have a large variety of things they like to eat: grain, seed,
Iwestock feed. ragweed, crabgrass, buckwheat, people food, especially pizza!
Except for the house sparrows that live in Cenmal Asia, bouse spamows have
special penes that allow them
io be sble to eat starchy grains,
that is why they love people
food 5o mnch. In the sunumer
they enjoy snacking on insects.
The zdult birds will also catch
insects and feed them to their
young in these months. Close
fo dark, yon can see them
hanping around lights anting
for bugs. They will also jump
on insects in the air or belind
MOWETE.

House sparrows build their
nests out of rongh dry vegets-
fiom, also prass, weeds, maigs, and mash On the inside they are lined with soft
feathers or other soft materials such as paper or sioing. They will ofien reuse their
nests and sometimes make small bird conppmmites by building their nests beside
each other. House spamows will also make homes in birdhouses mesnt for other
birds such as bluebirds. They will build nests in boles and cracks in honses and
bmildings.

These birds can have anywhere between 1-8 eggs at a fme aod up to 4 tmes
2 vear. Their small epzs are white, bluish-white, or preenish-white with gray or
brown spots. It takes 10-14 days for the babies to hatch Hoth parents will take
tums taking cars of their young untl they leave the nest in approximately 2
weeks

In Bible days, there were a lot of sparmows in Israel S0 many that yoo conld
by them very cheaply. But God loved them =o nmch that He made sure they had
what they need to survive. He provides them with food, water, and shelter. “dre
nad hwa sparmows seld for a penmy? Xet nor one gf ihem will fall fo the ground
outzide your Father & care.” Matthew 10:20 NIV

We are even more cared for by God. If He is willing to care o muach for a small
bird that is common and doesn't mean much o people, bow omach do you think
He cares for us? “Are not flve sparrows sold for two pemnies? Tet not one gf them
iz forgoiien by God Indeed, the very hairs gf your head are all numbered Don ¥
b gfraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. ™ Loke 12 6-T MNIV

We are made in God’s imagze He lowves ns =0 nmch that He knows our every
move, and even how mawy hairs we have on our head. Do you know how mamy
hairs yon kave? There's no way! See if von can count them! T have tried bt have
lost coumt 5o many times!

Grod is ommipresent, meaning that He is everywhers af once. He can be with
yon when yon are sick and af the same fime be with a mother who is giving birt,
who lives on the other side of the world!

God provided for the Israelites when they wandered in the desert for forty
years. Did you know thar their shoes and clothes never wore out? He sent them
more than enough food to eat from hesven every day called manna and provided
them water to drnk. Do you think God loved them mpre than us? Or that He no
longer cares for His people? Of course not! “Seo don tworry abont these things,
smang, What will we aat? What will we drink? What will we wear? ' 12 These
things domingie the thoughts gf unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already
knows all your needs ™ dathew 6§ 31-32 HLT

There are mamy more exaniples and stories in the Bibls of how God provided
for his children over and over again. The biggest thing we can do is tmust in God.
Have faith that He will do the exact same thing for us becanse He loves us too.
Dk not be scared of what i going on aroumd ns and, m the woorld, today. I vou are
roubled, scared or need God to provide something for you, pray aod ask God for
it. “Ask amd it will be given fo you, meek and vou will find; Inock and the door will
bw opened fo you. § For everyone who azks recenves,; thw ong who seeks finds; and
fo the one whe brecks, the door will be opened. ™ Matthewr T 7-8.

Did you know that God tells ns not to be aftaid in the Bible 385 times? That is
one fime for each day of the vear. God wants yon to know every day that He is in
control and He will take care of you regardless of what is going on

I wramt you to go outside when you wake up in the moming and watch for spar-

rows and other birds. What you will notice is this. The first thing birds do when
they zet up is singing to God, they are happy and thankful for each new moming,
and don't kave a care in the world. They are thankful for another day. Yon will
alzo see them finding more than enough food o eat and water o drink. Last but
oot least, vou will see many places for them to find shelter in the stonm. There iz a
lot we can leam from birds.

So next fime when you feel scared or wonder if God will prowide for you
remember that God said, “ro don 't be gifaid; yor are worth more than many spar-
rows " Marthear 10:31 NIV He lowves all the sparrows and provides for them and
He lowves all of us even maors.

Diear Lord, I pray that you will be with each one of us. Help us cast all of
our fears on You and tmst that you will take care of what is worrying us. [ pray
that each one of us will have faith that You are our grest provider who performs
miracles, raises people from the dead, can feed and take care of the common spar-
row, snd who even knows everything abowt us down o the mumber of hairs on our
head! I pray that we will solely relv on You for cur every need! In Jesus’s name, I
pray, Amen!

"Thergfore I tell you, do not worry about your ljfe, what you will eat or drink;
or about your body, what you will wear It not Ijfe more than food, and the body
more than clothes” Look at the hirds: of the air; they do not 2o oF reap oF Store
ey in bz, and yet your heavenly Father foedr them. ™ Matthew § 25-34 NIV
Biography
hips: v allabountbirds org suide House  Spammowy'overview
hitps-wwwandabon org field-puide bird howse-sparmow
hitps-/fwrww christianpost. com'news Tick-wamen-why-god-encourages-christians-
to-fesr-not-355-imes-in-the-hible i
hitps-'‘celebratenrbanbinds. orgleam birdsfocal-species’house-sparmow-panama’
hitps-/wraacandobon orgnews/how-honse -spamow-conguered-worl d-encoded-
its-Zenes
Photo credit hitps:/‘wrww_goodfreephotos com ' smmalsbirds close-up-of-houase-
sparmow jpE php

Chrizfy Lowman is @ Christian author and filustraior that lives in the footiills of
the Bliue Ridee Mountains with her hushand and rwo children. She anjoys wriiing
and iisirating books for all ages. Some qf her short stories are published with
Guidepasis and HCT. Christy gives all the glory fo God in everyrhing she does. 4
parfion gf every book sold from the Small Bible Characher Series will be donared
fo batrle human frgfficking. [fvou enjoy her books, "like" her author paze on
Facebook and lef har know! You can buy her books at hiips-/Aeww. amazon. com/s!
rof=dp_Byiine_sr_book_1 7le=UTFi&feld-author=Christy+Lowmandesearc h-ali
ar=hooks &fent=Chrizty+ Lowmandsort=relovancerank

Fou can reach her af ks Sasw frcebook comdauthor ChrisgL ovemean or chrz-
nsseapsiayahoo. com.
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ﬁnwn: Thirsty?
By Tracy Jessup

“Jesus raid to her Everyone who drinks of this water will
be thirsty again, buf thoze who drink gf the waier that Twill
Eiva them will never be thirzly.  The water that Daill ghve
will becorme in them a spring gf waler Rushing up fo eferral
life. "™ — John 4:13-14

Afier Haiti's 2010 earthquake, 8 man survived for 14 days

in the mbble thanks in par to 3 two-gallon jug of water
nearby.

Cm Mfay 10, 2013, rescuers pulled out a female survivor 16 days after a fac-
tory collapsed in Bangladesh In the last toro days, she had nothing bat water and
drank only a limited guanfity to save it

In May 2019, a worman survived after baing lost in the Hawaiian jungls for 17
dayz. The 35-year-old phy=ical therapist and yoes instmctor hiked for seven days
until she reached a waterfall, living on insects, wild bermries, and stresm watsr,

According to Randall Packer, an expeart on the body s water balance at George
Washinzton University, “Under extrems conditions, an adult can lose 1 to 1.5 hi-
ters of swest per bour  If that loss is not replaced by drinking, the tofal volume of
body finid can fall quickly and, most dangerously, blood vohume drops™ (MMaggie
Fox, “Pulled from robble after 16 days: Water secret to surmvival,” nbenews com,
51013).

Water is the best fnid for survival. And warer is at the bheart of mday s text.
The disciples have zone nto the city to buy food, snd Jesus, tired from his jouar-
ney. stop to rest at Jacob’s well where he encounters a Samarifan woman who
comes o the weall to draw water. In confrast to the sorial nonms of the day, Jesus
imitiztes 8 conwersation with her — a conversation shout water. Unlike Micodermns
who comes to Jesus af might, this conversation takes place in the middle of the day
for anyone to see.

Jesus is thirsty, so he a:ks the woman for a donk. She is confiused and re-
sponds, “How i it that you, @ Jew, azk a drink gf me, a woman gf Samaria? ™
{Jewrs do not share things in common with Samanitans)™ (Fobn 4:9%. At this point
in the story, Jesus tums the conversation to the living water gushing up o etermal
lifie that he will offer her and for which she will ask.

Jesus is offering more than warer. He is offenmg himself Later in John's Gos-
pel on the last dav of the Feast of Tabernacles. Jasns cries out, “Lef anyone who is
thirsiy come to me. and ler the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has
szid *Our gf the believer & hears shail flow reers gf hving water " Now he said this
about the Spirit, which believers i him were fo recetve.. " (Jobn T-37-39). This
liwing water is mentoned yef again in Bevelation as Jesus is pictored as the Lamb
at the center of the throne - a shepherd suiding believers o springs of the water
of life (7:17). Then in Revelaton 218, Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, isswees 3
proclamation remimiscent of the one extended to the Samaritan woman at the well:
T the tharsiy Dwill give water as a gt from the spring of the water gf [jfe. ™
Prayer: Lord, help ns to drnk deeply of the living water of your Spirit, and may
we point others, who are thirsty for your grace, to your efernal spring.

I Tracy Jessup serves as vice president for Chriztian Life and Service and
Tandor minister to the Lmiversity. He i a groduate of Gardwer-Fabhb with a B 4.
in Music and eqrned his M. Div. degree af Samford Dmiversiny's Beeson Divinity
School. He completed hiz Ph.D. at the Univerzity qf Nebraska-Lincoln. He also
feacher i the wedereradiate department of relimiows studier and enjovs the op-
porfunity fo serve the local church throngh interim pastorates, pulpit supply, and
preaching revival services. He and kis wife, Teresa, ke hwo children, Cheistian
and Anra

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patients - Insurance Flled ForYou
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341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

April Showers Bring biay Flowers (Boy, I am booking forward
w Sprmgl)

What a glomions time is Sprnz! Flowers are blpomins,
mMmvimine e green. Wion't that be 2 hllessed time!

by wife rerminds me regularty to remensher g look st God's creation heve in Western
Morth Carcling. Thate to sdmit ther T get so forused on the tasks ar hand that the bamuty
anoumnd me gets lost in the details. She willl divect moy affention o 3 rock fommaation, a bab-
bling sreqm cascading over rocks ar to a fewr desr grazing in a pashee. Thee is o0 moch
aesthetic vale n beholdne whet God has aested instesd of foosing on the oestons of
oy own naind!

Take time o wimess the imfolding of the smerine crestivity of our Lord as Spring
comes. Bemember there 15 2 God behind all of that wihoe could heve created a black and
wibite world only. Fevelatdon 4:11 states, “Ihoa e word: & Lond, i recenve glory avd
honowr and power: for thou hast created all things, and fow thy pleasure, they are and wene
crered. "' He created all of this for His plesams, baf we getio ke joy @it slso.

And take heart in the fact that the God who does all of these things can easily halp s
i o time ofneed  There are severs] reasons this is tme. First He s not lovited in Hes
mdersmnding. He has sll the knoawledeze. Iatsh writes of the Lord i Chapier 28 savine,
“Fho hath mezired e wases i the hollow gf ki hand, and meted out hemeen with the
spam, i compronandad the diust gf the earth i g meine, and weishad the moumtang
& seades, avd ae Falls i a Balance” ™ He knoors how to belp us in our tme of need! Sac-
omd, He is not imited in His power. In that same chapter, Eaish says, ~“Behold, the Lord
GOD will come with strong hamd, and iz o shall rde for him: © He is our defender, o
nighiy warmior, our God, and our Eing. He has never bosta battle and never came close.
He will win every baiile forus! Lasdy, He is for ws! He loves us! (oing back in the 28
Chapter af Izaish he wrtes. “He shall fad his fiock e a shepherd: he shall gather the
ke wath iz arm, amd covry them e his bosom, avnd shall gently fead thare that ane with
yormz ™ When we need Him to do so, He will carry vs in His am a5 He woald 8 kb,
He wall carmy s in His hosom-—safe from all lesrm amnd danger.

The pext ime you are droving aromd these monmiain: pase o reflac the bove and
greamess of the God we semve. After all “The aeth i the Lords, mnd the e theregl™
(Paalm 24:1) And “The heavens deciane the glory gf God. ™ (Psalm 19:1)

Enjov Sprinz. Femermiber there = a loving God who ceated it all snd whose heart is fior
us. Femember also the depdhs of His love for us. That He would give His only begotien
Sion as the perfect sacrifice for our sins AND) daat the tomab is empiy.

Rav Bruce Cannon cudvenily serves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Bapiist

Church in Bakarnville Formerly he semved az Director of Mizsions for the Bladen
Baprizt Arzociation and kas served on the Genaral Board of the Baprist State Con-
veniion gf North Caroling.

Decorate your home with poly furniture that will [ast a lifetime.

Many styles and cofor options fo choose from. All on sale now!
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Fia DAK AVEMLIE = SPRLUCE PINE, NORTH CARCLIMA 287
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wiws, o pins-furnifure. com
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Foothills Baptist Bible College

Nothing Like God's Book
By Dir. Tom Walker
MeDowell Coungy

2 Timoihy 3:16 says, “41l soripiure It ghven By ispiration
af God, and iz profitable for docirine, for meprogf, for correc-
The zreatest book in the whole world, past, present, and

fmre is the Word of God. It has mmch to say about itself
There are three significant words we use in reference o the
Scripmares. Those words are inspired, inerrant, and infallible.

The word “inspired” comes from the Greek Mew Testament word which simply
meszns “God-breathed ™ Thuas, the Scrpiures are the very breath and the exhaling
of divine truth to holy men of God as they penned down God’s mind to men.

The word “insrrant™ means the Bible is not a book of emror It i= acourste in all
it speaks about fo men; it s fully tustwrorthy. It is not a2 book of science bat wlat
it says concernming science is all right and tae. It is not merely 8 book of philoso-
phy, but what it says about life is spot-on. If the Bible were plagued with emors,
how could we believe it? I believe the Bible to be the Word of God withont amy
faint of error. If someone said there are etrors i the Bibkle, they have failed to
interpres the Bible accurately.

The word “infallible™ means not capable of emng, to be entrely exsmpt o
maks 3 mistake, not liable to decaive or bemay a confidence. Yon mizht argue that
men wrote the Bible, but they did so “mowved™ bry the Holy Ghost. 2 Peter 1:21
declares, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the wrill of man: bat holy men
of God spake as they wers moved by the Holy Ghost™ That word “moved” is
nautical term. It can refer to the sails of a ship beinz moved in the direction which
the wind blows. God’s Spirit so moved these men to the point they wrote withont
ETTOL

Cm what basis do we say there is nothing like God's Book the BEibla?

Its Principles Are Unchangzing

Pzalms 119:892 tells ns, “Foraver, O Lord, tfy word 3 seftied in heaven.™ Times
are changing around us, and not necessarily for the better, but for the worse.
Thongh that be true we have a book whose principles are unchanging, fixed and
imvarizble. The Bible stands with principles that will never be gutdated or omal-
Evant.

Itz Reliability Cannot Be Rivaled

When you prck up 2 book and read from it, you do not koo if all the informa-
tton contamed therein is all muestwortey and relizble. There may be an eTror in
stating 3 mumber of statistcs or a host of other areas, but that is not the case when
yvou leok toward the Scopiares. If vou read i, vou do not have fo determine what
part of it is rustworthy and what is not frestworthy, You can tost all of it or yom
cannof st any of it. It is ope way or the other with no middls sroumd.

It is Invaluable to Educate The Aind

Today in our educationsal system, there has been 3 movement to eliminate the
Bible fromm our public education. William Tyon Phelps of Vale, one of America’s
highly esteemed professors, said “ I thoroughly believe in 8 university education
for both men and women, but I believe a knowledge of the Bible without a collepe
education is more valiable than a college course without the Bihle ™

I think I should repeat what Phelps said <A knowdedze of the Bible
without a college education is more valushle than 3 college course without the
Bible.” What 2 good stabement from a3 public educator! He obwvionsly realizes the
impormance of the Bible in enlightening the mind.

It Adds Sweetness to the Soul

Pzalms 119:103 mforms us of “How swee are (i words wnie my tasie! yea,
sweeter than honay to my mouth! ™ The people who are sweet in spirit are those
who spend much time with God's toth. Te neglect or refise God s muth through
His written word is to mvite bitterness and sourness mio one’s life.

Sompeone asked George MMueller, “How many times have vou read the Bible
thronzh ™ MMueller respondsd by saying, “T have read it through sity-zix tmes
and now I am going through it the soety-seventh fime. It gets more mterasting and
swester every time I read it

If wou want to e saeet in spirit and soul as the senior years come. spend a
great deal of ime with Geod’s Word when vou are young.

It Is Miracolous in Its Conception

The Bible is a collection of shoy-six books, written by forty different awthors,
on three different continents, in three different languages, over a perod of 1300
years. Yet, all sixty-six books have a marvelons umity. Forty men have never writ-
fen with more unity and agreement that these men The Bible has proven itself to
be from God scientifically, historically, and archeologically. It is moly & mirscle!
Mo other book with fonty anthors could produce the ity the Bible possesses
throngzhont its pages.

It Is A Most Effective Tool Against The Devil

The Peabmist said, “Thy wond have I id in mine heart, that T might no? sin
azginzt fhee” (Psalm 119:111). Satan endeavors to lesd us into sin, while the Lord
seeks to draw s sway fom sm.

In Ephesians §, the Bible is likened to & sword. A sword is an offensive wespon.
When it comes to Satan, we nmst 2o on the offensive and not just the defensive.
Ephesians 17 says, “dnd take the helmer of satvation, and the sword gf the
Spirit, which is the word gf God. ™

If you recall, when the Lord Fesns was being tempted in the wildemmess (Mat-
thew &), he responded to Satan’s temptations by using the Word of God. He used
the statement “It is written™ and gooted Scripture each tme Satan sought to make
Tesus sin. That is a pattern for us to follow. We shonld quote the Bible to Satan
when ha tempés vou and me to sin spamst God, repellmg him writh it

It Is Mot Just A Book- It Is A Mirror

It shonws ns as we really are. Since men ars born smmers (Form 5:17), it reveals
s a5 we really are before salvation. Before our new birth, according to Ephesians
2 We wers 1 dicghadient and doomed. “Children of

wrath” is what the lost man is refermred to befiore 3 sahration expenence.

Yon may think you are real good leoking, bat all it takes is to look mto 8 mirmor
and the fmth comes out. A standard mimor doees not lie; it will reveal you as you
acmally look.

How frghtful is the reflected image of the unregenerate man s he sees himself
in God's mirror, the Bible! The Eible is the only Book present which depicts ac-
curataly the tae condifion of mankind in his losmess: Isaizh 1:5-6 declares: “Why
should ywe be stricken any more” we will revolt more and more: the whole head iz
sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unfo the heed thers
iz no soundness i i but wouwnds, and brufses, and putrjfling zores: thay have not
bagen clozed, naither bound up. neither moll]fied with afnfmment.”

It Chamges Lives Lile No Cther Bool:

2 Cormthisns 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, be is 2 new crea-
mare: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” Thereis a
iransformation takes place when a person repents of sin and tmsts the Lord Jesus
Christ that nothing else can canse at the Bible.

Through the Scrpnres, people become new reafures or new creations. It is
because when we are bom again or bom of God, we become partakers of a new
naiure. Peter puts things this way in 2 Peter 1:4, "Wherely are given unio us
exceeding sreat and precious promizes; that by theze ve might be partakers of the
diving maiumg, hanine escaped the corrupiion that s in the world throwgh Tust. ™
The werb “escaped” is an aonst verk, which mesns it points fo 8 particular fme in
the past We escaped the commuption thet is in the world by God giving us 8 new
nafure, new desires, md new imypulzes that wonld changs ws completely.

The Bible says, “Oid things are pazsed away ™ Again, the verb tense for
“passed away" is an sorist verb. Things began to changze in the past when we were
saved by God's marvelons grace.

It also says, “All things become new.™ The verb for “are become™ is in the
perfect tense, which means at that peinted time in the past, when we were saved,
all things became new and results from that expenence contimie in the foture with
ongeing results.

There is nothing like God's book divine. Cherish your Bible.

Tom Waiker iz President of Foothilis Baptist Bibie Coliege and Pastor gf Zion Hill
Baprizt Church in Marion, NC.

Spiritual Health

comselor and kaser therapist'rainer and she works with me in our office. T bring s op
becanze the Bible tells us that *“the twro shall become one" vet memy relationships may ha
Iving tomether but are very separated. And this shows up in their health 35 well.

S, o unmsrize all this rambling. af tis end of the day what can you da?

= Have Faith resmemiber thet Coud B2 i comtrod. Yo still hayve oo do your part with wiss
preparation, but please don't panic and cause oers to pamic.

= Take comirol of your health. Don't waif for & orisis to get your afention. Having a sironger
imennme systemn will ensble quicker recovery when you do get sick. F you dom't know
wihere o start fo comtact 3 health care practitioner who can puide yow

= Follow the CDC suidslines, fior now, to prevent firther spreading of disease.

= Work om your relatonship with vour spouse, 8 good mnd loving relationship will heldp
just sbons everyiiung be beter. If needed I recommend voun find 2 fxith-based mamase
coumselar

= Belray s a hist of clinically tested nafiral remedies that we recommend to our patients and
I zmd myy famiby use persomalby:. They DO MOT claim fo oure amything,. ghey somply halp
make the bady stroneer so it can do what God mtemdad our bodies to do. . heal them-
selyes!

Probiodics: Help give your imamne system 3 boost and inhibit the srowih of hermid gat
baceria. I can help promose the production of naurs] anithodies m e body.

Echinaces: Comes in ligud or capsule. I prefer liquod, follow diections on the boitle or 1
dropper in the mmath 3% per day:

Biccidm: Poient broad-specinum botanical compound designed to support die entire im-
nnme system 1-5 drops i the neouth 3x per day

Vitamin 03 + E2: Vigamin T is iniportant fo many fimctions m the body inchading im-

Lamicidine Supports 3 healifny and hesrry immmne systmm . Helps your body msintam a
healilyy halance of bacieria and yesst that helps vour body oreate a sirong defense agamst
pathogens in your bady. Pollow dinections on the hottle,

Vitamnin C: Everyone knows ahont vitarnin O, take 25 mnch s= yon can toleras thoongh-
ut dhe day in infervals. For prevention. the dozse shouald be between 2 000-3 000mz daily.
If o zef Joose sioals, your taking too much
This is 8 professionally foromalaced Ligid that is safe for children and adoles and will HOT
nmmvon bhae. 1 tablespoon 3x per day for an adalt. It also comes s 8 spray thet works
ereat for a sore thooat.

Cuencetin: Is known for its amfioxidant actvity in radical scavensing and ant-alergic
decreases nflsnmation. good for bromchial infection. S00me 3x a day.

Elderberry: Smudies ndicate if works as good as Tamifin

D Mipuel Cruz iz in practice along with his wife of 35 years, Laesia Cruz who is
a cartjfied Mnfegrative Numritionizd, Thay ovn Cruz Life Canter in Burmawille NC.
D Cruz iz a licensed Chiropractor since 1981, When azked what he does fora
Iving ha explains that he halps people et out af paim and improve their overall
Realth without? the use of drugs or suwrgery. Sorething everyong Ieems fo wamnt
Init nobody seams to brew how fo get there. D Crus accapted Jesus Christ in
the summer qff 1979 wihile in chiropraciic scheol. He has since dedicared hiz e
fowards helping peopie grow in physical heaith and spiritual health.

www. brcnews.com
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NC Baptists
Discipleship & Social Distancing:
When My Small Group Can't Meet
By Brian Upshaw

“How do I disciples our small group when we can't mest™™

That was the question that went through oy mind when I re-
ceived yesterday's news that our charch was putting our groups
on “hiams™ due to COWVID-19. This is the right call since our government leaders have
asked ns to keep our distance.

Many are saying this is new temitory for the chuoch. Bt is it?

We are not the frst peneration to have o disciple over a distance. After all, the MNew
Testament epistles were written o charches or church leaders fo discipline them even
over 3 long distance,

Just becass we cammot be in the same room doss not mean oar group has o stop.
Here are some tips to help vou keep leading while your proup is on histas,

1 Eeep caming.

Gronp leader, you sre on the fronf line of pastoral care in your church. Check-m
with group members frequently during the crisis. Ask bow they are doing and bow youn
can pray for thermn. Make sure they have their neads met. Persoms] touches, even by
fEXD message, are priceless m uncertam times.

2. Eeep teaching.

People need te encourazement of the Word of God now more than anything else.
Wior group can still meet for Bible stody virmally. Use Google Hangouts, Zoom or
another meeting platform o meet at vour scheduled time via video,

3. Eepep reaching.

Encourage your sroup members to serve their neighbors. Suggest that they reach
out to st-risk or elderly neishbors to see if they can mn emrands for them They can
glso offer to help viz thedr neighborhood's Facebook or Mextdoor groups. Encouraze
them to use these fimes to verbally share the pospel as they are meeting needs.

4. Eeep praying.

Invite your group to pray fogether virmally doouzhout the wesek wsing the platforms
alresdy mentioned Hest a virtnal mestap and pray through the Pealms, interceding for
the power of God. You can also pray missiomally for your neigbbors nsing an spp like
Bless Bvery Home.

5. Finally, kesp vour group informmed.

Group meszaging apps like Band or GrouplJde enable you to check-m. share prayer
reguests and give informetion abowt what's happening. Yo could alsoe start & private
Facehook proup.

Eseping your distance doesn’t kave to keep you from disciplining. Yow can leverags
technology to stay i each other’s lives and sty in the Word”

Brign Upzhaw is team leader af the Disciple-Makmg Team for the BSCNC. He
alzo serves ar ah adiunc? facully member at Southeastern Bapiist Theological
Saminary. Prior to coming to North Caroling, Brian semaed local churches in
Greorgta, Louisiana and Missisippi
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' (828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

{Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank yvou for the opportunity to serve you!!

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
and a greener environment. -/

Ask shout our aging recyeling program
and how you can parficipate m our contnbutions
to Hespice of MeDowell County.

SOFT ICE CREAM
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Floats & Boats

Eroing Everyday L

Getting What You Really Want in Life
By Jovce Mdeyer

The things we pursue in Life have everything to do with
our jov and fulfillment, While it's certainly not wrong to
desire sucoess, A better paying job, or a higher standard
of Iiving, the Bibls tells us that seeking after “thing=" and
making them our priority will make us miserahle in the
end!

Seak is 3 strong word. It mesns “to crave, pursue. to make sacrifices to get, to
o after with all of vour strength and all of your beart.™
I enconrage you to tike a moment and ask yourself, “What am T seeking? What
am [ spending most of my time talking abowt? Whers do I invest the majority of
DIy energy’”

Pomans 14:17 (WIV) says, "For the kingdom gf God is not @ matter gf eafing
and drinking, but gf rightecuzness, peace, and jay in the Holy Spirie. ™

In other words, the Kingdom of (God is not abont ws simply trying to get what
we want. Instead. it's abont seeking 3 relationship with God and experiencing e
Eingpdom benefits. It's sbout having 3 preater inderstanding of His nzhtesnsness
{our right standing with Hom through Jesus Christ), His peace and His joy in our
lives. Only then will we find what we are truly Inoking for

In the berinning of our relationzhip with God, it's 21l about ns_._and for 2 whils,
this is fine. I balieve this is where we all start. We come to Him with our list of
needs and desires. We bring Him our problems and want Him to fix everything.
Bt evenmally, the time comes for us to zrow and mamre.

I remember coming to 2 point in my life when I had a lot of “things™ but real-
ized I simply wasn't happry. Afier praying and asking the Lord what was wong,
He spoke to my heart and szid, “Tovee, you are too shallow—it’s time to go ot
into the deep."”

Thet was difficalt to bear, but I knew exactly what He mesand. It was tme for
me to start iving the “desper life™ o begin seeking God for who He is and not
just what He can do for me.

Yon zee, shallow Christisne want the fuit, bat they are not concerned aboat the
roots. I love Tsaiah 37:31. It eays, “. . Toke root below and begr fruit above ™
Just look at nature. Large frees with thick, fnll branches have a massive nnder-
sroumd root system that spreads both deep and wide Withont this support system,
the mee conld never weather s stomm.

In the same way, we nmst develop deep spirimzal roots before we can traly en-
joy the biz, full life God has mfended for us. This inchades cultivaning a relation-
ship with the Lord, finding out what He says about us in His Word, and becoming
rooted and proumded in His love,

Many mmes, we come at it the wrong way. We want o have all of the benefits—
mare privileges, more influence. more “souff"—bafore we ever establish our roots.
But withont 3 strong foundation in God, thess things can actally burt ws more
tham they can help. And without deep roots, we Il never endore the stomms of life.
The truth iz, the Lord is more concemed abont your inner life than your outer life.
He knows that when you are spirinzally strong oo the imside, then yvou can handle
@y situation that arises in your life on the ontside.

I think sometimes we're afraid that if we stop chasing afier all of the “things,™
we'll never zet what we want in life. But the exact opposite is me. ..

Psalm 37:4 sawvs, “Tike delight in the Lord, and ke will ghae you the diesires af
Jyour haart.

As we place our focus oo God, we not only begin to expertence His nghieons-
ness, peace, and joy.. but He even causes pur desires to be i line with His plan
and what's best for our lives.

Years amo, while I was praying (probably for something I wanted), the Lord
spoke 3 life-changine tath to my heart. He said, “Toyce, seek My face and not My
hand. Tf vem seek My face, My hand will always be open ™

Matthew §:33 says it this way: “Buf seek first his bngdom and kis righteons-
riazs, and all these things will be gham o you as weall. ™

I can tell yvou from experience that when you make God your munber-one prior-
ity, He not omly fills your life with His amazing peace, joy, and satisfaction, bt
He also gives you the desires of your heart.

Diecide today to pursue the One who matters most. Seek God for who He is and
make your relationship with Him a priority. As you do, I beliewve you'll discover
what you've been lpoking for all along.

Joves Meyer is a New Tork Times bestrelling author and founder of Jovce Mayer
Ministries, Tne. She has authored more than 100 books, imciuding Bartlgfield af
rhe Mind and Cherioad: How fo Unpiug, Unwind and Unleash Tourse{f from the
Pressure gf Stress (Hacherie). She hosts the Exjoying Everyaay Life radio and TT
programs, which air on hundred: gf statons warldwide. For mone ijformaion,
VIS WWW OV CaE) ar org.

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Pleasant Hill Baptist Church

Habits of the Heart: A Study of
the Spiritual Disciplings "Study”
By Dr. Jack B_ Hodges, It

Burke Coumy

If followers of Jesus Christ are to grow nio the likeness
of Christ, 3 deep conunitment to grow spiriteally and prac-
fice spirimeal disciplines is essential I am sharing twelie
biblically based Spirimal Disciplines thronghont this year's BRCH monthly
publications. These “Habits of the Heam™ are drawn from Fichard Foster®s book,
Celebration of Discipline. [Mote: You can ook back at previous publications to
cafch up. You may also go to the Pleasant Hill Baptst Chorch website (arsma.
plezsanthillbe church) fo watch a more in-depth presentation of each of these
smdies]. 5o far i this series, I kave shared abont the first thres of four “Infemal”™
disciplimes: meditation, prayer, and fasting Todsy, look with me at the spirinaal
discipline of “stody.™

Panl wrote this powerful instmotion to young Tonothy, “Be dilipent fo present
yoursalf approned to God as a workman who does not need fo be arhamed, ac-
crrately handimg the ward gf ruth. ™ (2 Timothy 2:15)

There is, perhaps, Do more Important of essential spirimal discipline than
the study of and intake of God’s Word. MNothing can substhute for constant amd
disciplined Bible study. For us to soengthen ourselves for the daily spirimal
battles that we face and for us to bulk wp and ope our spirimal muscles—ure nust
sesak to hear (God spesk to us thronzh Hizs Word. And we nmst practice the daily
exercise of stadving what God is saying to us. What is so powerful about hearing
fromm God threngh His Wiord is that we experience and indsrstand thas (1) God
does want to and will communicats with us; (2) we do take n and receive a “pura
breath™ of truth (e g., taking in oxygen); and (3) we are sef free from our debilitat-
ing thonghis znd habits

Unforiunately, a large portton of Christians, for various reasons, neglect daily
hearing from God's Word. Why? Perhaps the answer is found in two things—
basyness and laziness. Jobn Grezlak says, “Beading the Bible is work and stody-
ing it even more 0. Yet it is a Labor with the sweetest of payment ™ Take a look
gt a 2019 graph from Bama and the Amencan Bible Society wioch defines and
depicts five different segments of Bible engazement which measure Frequency
(how often people interact with the Bible), Centrality (how the Bible shapes their
choices) and Impact (how the Bible transforms their relationships).

M.T. Wright asks some probing questions concerning the Bible, “How do we
nnderstand the narrative, the real-life story of God in the New Testament? Hoar
shonld we view the story which reached its nlomate climax in Jesus of Iazareth
and which then flows out, in the powes of the Spirt, to fransform the world with
his love and justice” How do we let the poetry of the early Christians, whether it's
the short and dense poems we find in Paul or the complex imagery of the book of
Fevelaton, transform our imaginations 50 we can stam oo think n new ways about
Grod and the world, abowt the powers that sull thresten darkness and death, and
gbout our role in implementing the victory of Jesus? How do we make the MNew
Testament matter? How do we smudy the Mew Testament for &l its wonth ™
The answer is—we study this living Word of God! We sdy it infending to make
it matter in our lives, our churches and our cormwmunities. We smdy it to hear
God speak. We study it t0 see and vmderstand the character of God. We smdy it to
leam!

There are many different models and technigues that have suided sojoumers
into and throngh the powerful words that God has nsed throughout the cennuoses
io speak and guide His people inte right reladonship with Him  Stody can ke
on several forms: individual Bible reading, group Bible study, preaching, andfor
teaching.

Richard Foster argnes that the spirifual discipline of Bible study inclndes the
study of verbal (books and lectures) and nonverbal messages (nature, evenis,
acions, et} in God's world. He outlines four steps in acquiring wisdom through
stady:

1. Repetition—a way of chanmelmg the mind m a specific dirertion, thus mprain-
ing habit of thought.

2. Concentration—the second step in 8 stdy that requires thar the person foras or
Con{enirate on what is being studied.

3. Comprehension—ithe third step leads to insight and discermment Tt “provides
the basis for a tree percepiion of reality,” argues Foster

4. Feflection—as we understand and comprebend what we are reading and stwdy-
ing, the final step involves reflection. Reflaction brings us o see things from
God's perspective. We see both God for who He really is and ourselves for who
we really are. That, of course. 1z God's ultimate design smd desire for conwmm-
cating with His creation—-so that we will: (1) know Hioo (He is Almighty God,
Creator, Soversimn and powerfiol in all things: He iz Love, Grace, Mercy; He is
redempiive, forgiving; He is long-suffering snd patience etc); mmd (2) know
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who we are (His wonderfinl creation built for an eternal relationship; mads in His
image—=o we have the capacity to love, forgive, create, and be in an infimate
relationship with Him and others}.

If we haven't completed these four steps, we kaven’t really done the discipline
of smdy. It is tme o sink inte God's Word and meet our glorons Savior in and
through every page of scripmare. God is serions about meeting youn there—so if
you are serions sbout meeting Him there, then get ready and prepare yoursehes
for Bible sudy. It doesn®t just happen! Satan will try every mick to keep you from
going deeper o knowing and erperiencing God in Chrise. But when we prac-
tice the spiriteal discipline of the study of God's Word, we can join Grezlak in
proclaimime that it is a “labor of the swestest payment.”

D Jack R Hadges, Je is the Senior Pastor at Pleatant Hill Baprist Church in

Morganton, Burke Coundy. He has semved az a paztor, a biblical coumzelor and a
Tnternational Mizsion Board mizzionary
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The Template of Trust
By Marlene Houk
Burke County

The presn plastic template teased me with its hidden
meanings ag I stared at the instructor. Its blank look
and meaningless holes glared back at me. daring me to
dizcover the myysteries of shaped holes and :m unknown
process. How could this mexpensive gnide give mea
the power to make an A in 07y COMNpUber programming
class?

I found a place for that valaable rectangle, secured inside nry notebook and
available at a3 moment’s notice. And I did get that A. The programming template
T used decades ago reminds me that templates prove to be powerfal tools to reach
upwards towards something greater than our cument positon.

A template can be a concrese object made of wood, plastc, or metal that pro-
duces a practical tool for uilding projects such as a stencil, building marketshle
products. They can be & plan, process, or program to help others recognize a brand
or product Many software programes creste templates that reduce the time neaded
to prodwce sales fliers. memes for social media, and emai] newsletters. Temyplates
cross the broad spectrumm of all layers of sociery, Improving our lives.

Uiy past and corrent wse of templates reamind me of the mportance of choosing
a spirimal template. My fhend’s Christian counselor advised that she adopt a plan
{2 template) for coping and even emerging as 3 sironger Christian when life over-
whelms her. His inchided templates found in the Bible that offer rich resources for
handling the unknowms, for making decisions in
umcertain times, for fornsme on the Lord rather | = ST
than the worry or fear, and for racking God. e} | “ -

Omne of my favorite templates for surviving - |- -
amy crisis is tacked into 2 Chronicles 20:12 4.';-.._,..‘&.; "wf ﬁ-"' ﬁ
which zays. “We have no might against this
Ereat company that comath against ws,; nelther now we what fo do; but our gyes
are ypow thee. ” A great maltinide of enemies was advancing toward the kingdom
of Tudah, and Eing Jelboshaphat reacted in fear: 3 nommal reaction, fo inipending
doom. But I love his template (both before and afer his crisis) for ansfonming
termor to tmast. When be filled in the spaces with his needs, God empowerad him fo
win over his most crifical enemy: his own fiear.

If you read chapters 19 and 20 of 2 Chronicles, you will see bow the Emg nsed
thiz powerfil spiritual template to emerge victoriously. Through its nse, God
granted wimmph to the king owver his enemies. These two chapters peveal the king's
spiritusl template:

1. He took away the things that prevented him from seeking the Lord (See 19:3)
2. He prepared his heart to seek the DOBRT). (See 19:3)

3. He set his spirimal house m order, conmanding those ander his suthority and
infinence to focus on the LOBRD in theit work. (See 19:6)

4. Finally, the king gatherad together the whole coumiry to ask the LORD for help
and to seek Him_ He led this corporate gathering of prayers and reminded them

and himself of God’s cmnipotent power and might, His incredible ability o halp
them, and the samciary that thev created to oy out to Him in time of peed. He

reminds himself of God's larger template for the naton of Judab (See 20:4-11)

5. He admits his own msufficiency and comumiis to keeping his eves upon the
LOERD. (See 20:1I)

6. He worships. (See 20:18)

7. He appoints singers, specifically to praise the besuty of holiness and to praise
the LORD for his mercy. (See 20:21)

And, that's when the LOBRD moved in power and strensth. He made Fodsh's en-
emies to ion on each other and kill themsalves. King Jehoshaphat and his soldisrs
didn’t fight at all; they simply ook the jewels and other treasures.

What is my remplate in times of woubkle? I plan to use the same one that King
Jehoshaphat and a host of other Bible hetoes used. Filling in the designated spaces
from his 7-step remplate with mry unigque siteation, I rest assured thar the Lord will
bring victory over my enemies of wormy and fear And then I'T warch as the Lord
uzes my compleied template o noveil the beanty of His boliness!

Marlene Houk iz an author and teacher of Bible studies. She may be renched at

Bibleld M @gmail.com To recerve helpfil insight from the Bible, sign up for har
m&i‘nﬂ‘irm‘hﬂ_‘p “wans WarleneHouk com or connect with her on ofher social
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First Baptist Church Nebo

Revive Us Again
By Cody Penland
McDowell County

"Wl thou not revive us gagain: that thy peopla may reiolcg
in thee™" — Psalm 85:6

At church, T am one of two tenors i the chorch choir. T
am not sure that I am a natural tenor, but T observed a man |
in my charch named Tamie—one that T hold high regard
for :md look wp to—doimg it by hkimself and =o T felt
compelled to sing tenor with himn. The Lord is fummry that way. As often happens,
I nonethelass find oryvself crooning lowdly in the back row, unsare of whether or
not I gzet anywhere close to what the sonzwriter had in mind. I suppose that it
was 3 couple of Sundays ago when we sang WP Mackay's “Bevive Us Again ™
Tt stirred a short season of deep thought that has culminated in the writing of this
articke. Our chnoch has been prayving for revival, and 1 believe without 2 doubs that
it is comming. I am not sure shout anypene elze. as T canmot speak for them bt T am
ready for a fire to course through our commmnites for Jesus! For this to happen,
we nmst be revived; we must get excited and fall in love with Hom agam.

What I am mwest happy about, however, is the way that curment events have
occurred to divect us to this mindset. Much of our consregation—as well as our
communitiss here—ara Morth Caroling basketball fans. As has been sesmn by Tar
Heel faithifinl all aroumd, the team has been dreadfil this year (I am a Duke fan, so
this fails to ot my feelings), and I kave oot heard nmach about college basketball
this year as a result. Another man in my charch, Roger—whom T also hold high
regard for and look up to, bronght this peint to my atention. To paraphrase, Roger
{3 faithiinl Merth Carolina fan) said afier church one morming that it's a good thing
that the team is not doing well becanse people can forns more oo the things we
onzht to fiocus on. I believe he was alloding to Christ and revival and I agree
wholebeartedly with Foger.

In our bmstle snd bostde world, it is easy to lose sight of what ooy matters. TWe
zet tied into the political world, the sports world, and every other world that we
put before God and therefore idolize. T did thes with youth basketball this year, as
I 'waorshipped oy cormpetitivensss over the true calling of wity I decided to coach
sports. The Lord, as he often does, uniquely illosirated to me; this fime through
listeming to SonicFlood's “Heart of Worship. " Covered by many groups over the
wears, the song’s choms stays the same: “T"m coming back to the heart of worship,
and it"s all abonat you; it's 21l aboat you, Jesus. I'm somy Lord for the thing I've
made it when it's all about vouw; all about vou, Fesns. ™

Yiou see, foend before we are to be revived, we nmst center our hearts and
mumnds toward Him and not the things of this world! When vou got saved, all of
vour forus was on Him, When you were last excited about Jesus, all of vour focus
was on Him Femember that.

Back to Mackay's bymn If you open your hynm book and find that song (or
Grpople it, you know'), you will find that every werse is deliberately addressed to
Christ. The first two verses start with “We praise thee, O God™ and the third starts
oa “All glory and praise to the Lamb that was slaim.” THEN, we sing the fourth-
“Bevive us again—fll each heart with thy love; may each soul be rekindlad with
fire from above.” We must direct our thoughts and efforts to Him, engaged
fervent prayer, and then we must ditect our praise to Him before we are to be
revived. It is all well and good—and offentimes necessary—io Engage in Conver-
sation abouat the politcal, economdc, and social temperatures of cur coumiry, bat at
the core of ir all, the Lord commands vour foll attention

My last pomnt is in the scripture I've shared with yon When we look at Psalm
85:1-5, we sep the Paalmist first writes on the favor that the Lord has shown to his
land, sawing them from captivity. Then we see that the Psalmist has recognized
that the people (mchiding self) have tumed awsy and be is attempting to act 25 an
intercessor for the peopls to be revived. Much could be =aid showt oar oam conn-
iy, oux charch that has fallen away and bas become lethargic in their walk with
Jesus. Have you noticed this? Is the Lord ondzing vou to be that Psalodst today?
We need revival now. Fead and sing Mackay's “Fevive Us Azain " Talk akbout
it comstantly i your church and fall in lowve with Jesus again yourself Fesd the
Gospel and read about the wonderons things He did. Spend a great deal of your
nme reffecting om everything that He has done for yon and your family, Heis a
mighty and wondercus God that lowves us unconditionally who sent his Son to die
for us that we may spend eternity with Him in the Kingdom, and we need to share
that with the world that we live in! Brothers and sisters. nay prayer for you is that
you see the need, and that vou fervently pray slongside with me for revival that a
lasting, mconsumable fire for Fesns spreads across our coumtry: Amen

“Hallelnjah  Thine the glory; Hallelujsh Amen® Hallslujsh Thine the glory;
Fevive us again ™

Cody Penland is a Fouth Leader at First Baptizt Church gf Nebo. I have my
Bachelor gf Sciwice i Hutory from Montreat College (717}, and curmenty attend
Fruitiand Baptist Bible College in pursuing a call fo Pastoral Ministry. I'eoach
fays " Baskethall for the McDowell Cownty Recreation Depariment.
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Something to Think About -
"What Does God Want Most?"
By Denmiz Love

MeDowell County

The Bible says in 1 Jobn 4:16; “We ow kow much God
foves ws, and we have put eur frust in Hiz love. God iz
love, and ail who Iive tn love, live in God, and God Ihves in

Letme ask you a question. Why did God make ns? Most Christians would
answer this guestion by saying that He made us to serve Him. But that’s mot
tue! Think about it folks. If God really wanted servants, He conld have used His
angelz or He could have used aoy amimasl on this plapet and they would be doing
a much better job serving Him than we mere mortals ate doing.

Do you recall m Mark 12:29-30 when the scribes asked Jesus what's the first
commandment, that He responded by saying, “The first gffall the commandmeents
is, Hear O Israel; the Lord our God is one God. And yeu shall love the Lord your
rod with all gf your heart, and with all af veur soul, and with all af your mind
and with all of your sfrength; thiz Is the first commuandmeent. ' 5o, the first com-
mandment is not for the us to do something for God. The first commandment is
for the us o simply LOVE God. He made you and He made me in His oo like-
ness and His owm image 50 that we conld bave sweet fellowship with Him, and so
that we could praise Hon for who He is! 50, what does God want most from os?
He simply wants us to love Him. Mow, if you are traly loving Him other things
are going to be evident in your life. If you are truly loving Him, you will have a
desire to serve Him. You will have a desire to be in His house. Yoo will bave a
desire to pray. You will have a desire to have a quiet time with Him in the mom-
mpes. Yo will have a desire to reach owt to others with His lowe. And you will
have 3 desire to be n His Word.

But the thing that God wants most from you and me todsy, snd every day, is
to simply LOVE Him' How sbout spending some time today and in the days to
come meditating on this wonderfiol thonght? It's something for each of us o think
about

What God wants most from each of us is to LOWVE Him! Let’s spend some
time today domg what God wants each of us to do most!

D Digwniz Love is the Senior Pastor af Glemwoeoed Bapdist Church in Marion,
NC. He and his wife Fick have been married for 39 years and they have Been in
Marion for five years. They ki heo soms and three srandehildren.

Bur God commendeth hiv love foward ws, in fhat, while we were pef sinners,
Christ died for ns. REomans 5:8

Dental Clinic in Bakersville
Mitchell Coumnty

Mountain Comnminity Health Parmership (MCHP) is pleased to announce plans
to open A dental clinic in Bakersville with a spomg 2020 opening dste Fenova-
tions are currently umderway in the Bakersville Comnmmity Health Center Anney
located directly across the strest from the health center. Funding from the W
Diepartment of Commerce, the MO Office of Faural Health, The Cannon Foumda-
tion, and the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Morth Caroling Foundarion has made
the opening of this dental clindc possible

Bakersville Drental Clinic will offer comprehensive
dental services for patients of all ages, which may in-
clude but are not limited to, cleanings, deep cleanings,
fillings, extractions, partials, denmres, crowns, bridzes,
and root canals. The clinic will accept conumercial
insurance, Medicaid and NC Health Choice. We also
accept patients without dental insurance. MCHP offers
3 sliding fee srale for padents who qualify.

Diental Director, Dr. Alex Green is 3 native of
Spruce Pine. He received a BA in Psychology from
UNC Asheville, his Doctor of Dental Medicine
(Iﬂdﬂ}ﬁnmﬂuECL School of Dental Medicine and
is currently = Master of Public Health smdent at the
UC Gillings Schipol of Global Puoblic Health. Alex
says that “[as] a Mitchell County native, opening this dental clinic is a dream
come tmee. I maly believe MCHP is doing grear things for the wellbeing of our
community #nd I am thrilled to be a part of snch 3 wonderful organizadon. I am
very excited o begin seeing patients soon and working with the folks to hemer
their oral and gverall health ™

The dentsl clinic will be lpcated zt 80 M. Mirchell Avenne, Bakersville. MCHP
is currently hiring for all dental clinic positions. Dental clinic contact information
and opening date fo be determined and announced Later

For more mformation aboat Mountain Commmnity Health Parmership, visit our
website, (wwwnchp.care) or call 82E-§88-6621.

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News' on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Dead No Longer
By Caron Cline
Burke County

Last month we examined the benefits and blessings that
are ours through Jesus Christ Panl has thrilled our souls
would kave the eyves of their hearts enlizhtened to umder-
stand these great trwths. Jesus is seated at the right hand of
Grod far above all the powers of the enemy and Hea is the
head owver all things in the church, which is His body. Afier
Panl discusses the authority and superionty of Christ, he rolls right into these next
words. “dnd you were dead in the frespasses and sims in which ypou once walked,
Jollowing the conrse gf thiz world, following the prince of the power gf the air;
the spirit that is now at wark i the sons of dizobedience—among wihom we all
once ived m the passions of our fesh, carrying ouf the dexires of the body and the
mimdmbyum;ﬁdﬂwqu&hhﬂinmm (Ephesians

2:1-3) How cam we be dead and still slive? Bafore sslvation, the body is alive; the
soul is alive; the spirit i= dead According o Galatians 5:19-21, the body is alive
Tt corrupt. Psalm 1927 instructs us that the soul is alive bat uncenverted.

The spirit is dead because there is o connection with God. We are bom with a
disconnect to all that is boly. That cord was severed inm Eden.

Chapter 2 is a sobering reminder of whao these believers once were; people who
were living a lifestyle of sin; completely held captve 1o do the will of Satan. We
are always following and serving someons, God or Satan. Until we receive Jesus,
we are following the course of this world whose muler is the ponce of the power of
the air. It is a walk of destacton.

Many Biblical texts indicare that Satan is enthroned in the aonosphers betwesn
earth and keaven This 1s why he is referred to as the power of the air. His goeal is
to grow his kingdom by increasing unrighteonsness in those already disobedient.
Satan and his cohorts entices unbelisvers to move mersasingly toward their doom
of a Christ-less etemnity. Somnetimes we forget that the devil has children just as
(rod has children. Mot all people are children of God, only those who have ac-
cepied the adoption proposal. Satan has dormminion in this world becanse Adam and
Eve zave it t0 lum when they disobeved the word of the Lord. Therafore, we are
all bom under his dominion This is the spirt at work o the sons of disobedience.
But Panl reminds these readers that their destiny had been forever changed by one
thing: the mercy of God.

Ephezizng 2-:4-10 contimes, “But od, bemg rich in mercy, because of the
Emeat love with which He loved s, evan when we were digad i our frespasses,
mdde us ainve fogether with Chrizi—by grace you have been taved—and raized s
up with Him and reated ws with Him m the heavenly places in Cheis? Jesur so that
in tha coming ager He might show the tmmeaturable ricker of His grace in bind-
mass towend s i Cheist Jesus, For by grace you have been saved through finith.
And thiz is not your own doing, it is the gift f God, mot a rezuit gfwoerks, zo that
nio one may boast For we are Hiz workmanship, created m Cheist Jesus for good
warks, witich God prepaned beforefand, that we should walk in tham ™,

The mercy of God has closed the door to bell for those who receive the free gifi
of salvation through faith in Jesus. He raised us from the dead and then He raised
ns ahove the prince of the power of the air and seated ns with Christ i the heaw-
enly places. We are n two places at once. Physically we are stll on planet earth,
bt relationally and positionally, we are already seated in heaven Fesns went
fo the cross and died for the sins of the world, but we nmst individeally believe
amd receive the truth thar our sins were placed upon Him. Then He was buried.
Omnce we believe that He was our substifute for sin and that His blood completely
washed us clean we become one with Him in His death. The most important step
was the reswrection of Chrst, which signified God’s acceptance of His sacnifice
for our sins. Because of God's mercy, every believer is raised np with Fesus and
sexted in heavenly places. In the mind of God, we are already exalted far abowe all
mule and awthority and power and dominion. (Eph. 1:21) No one can snarch us our
of His Hand or out of His Heaven.

And He did it all to show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness
toward those who believe.

The definifion of “Immeasursble’ in this passage is: “too large, extensive or
extreme tn messure’. His grace towsard us n extreme!!

Cmce we are saved, Paul reminds us that we are His workmanship. created for
zood works. We are no longer walking the broad course of this world as 3 child of
wrath; we are walking a road filled with opportunities to serve our Father and oth-
ers. We have good works that God has prepared for us to do before the foundation
of the world was laid. These works are perfectly selected based on the gifts and
talents precrdained for the children of God. In the Greek, the word for ‘workman-
ship” is ‘podema’ and can mean “a product’ or some type of fabric. We get the
Enzlish word ‘poem’ from this Greek word. We are like a poem that our Father
face to face

By the immeasurable grace of (God, we are po longer children of wrath bat
children of mercy. We are no longer dead, bt alive forevermore; seated in the
hegvenly places in Jesus. Tust as Jesus was resurrected to dis no more, 5o we will
die no maore, spirtheally. Someday we will mowe out of this earthly tent, tnat we
will never move out of His presence.

Caron Cline iz a follower of Jesus Christ who loves to teach the word gf Grod.
Har desire is to see avary believer growing in the groce and Inowledge of the
Lord,

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

By Monica Hensley-Kirtz
Mitchell County

The theme for the 2020 MNational Diay of Prayer is
“pray OI°s Glory across the earth”. The Scrphare is
Habakkuk 2:14, which szyvs, “For the ¢arth shall be
Jilled with the nowledee of the glory of the LORD, a5
the waters cover the sea. " This i so appropriate for this
fime in our world, e need fo zee GODL Glory diz-
played m a groad way. The Bible tells ur that “avil man_..
shaill wax worse and worse " (2 Timedhy 3:13). We arg
soging that dispiayed avery day in our nation, and in our
wiordd The Bible aiso saps there will be “a falling away ™ (2 Thescalpnians 2:3)
We are also sesing this today.

But tske haart!

The Bible has great and precious promises for ronbling tmes. Zephariah 2:3
says, “Geek ye the LORD, all yve meek of the earth, .. seek nighteousness, sesk
meskness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORTY's anzer™ Isaiah 55:6
tells us, “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is
mear ' Alsp, there iz a powerful promise, that many of us are famailiar with, in 2
Chronicles 7:14: “If my people, which are called by ooy name. shall bumble them-
selves and pray, and seek my face, and torn from their wicked ways; then will I
hesar from heaven and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land ™ hay I ask
you to read that verse again. __read it slowly snd really congider what it 1s saying.
Let it sink into your heart and mind

Dot quit. Doa't give np. . do not sit dosm

Pray. Ack GOD. And waich Him wnork. . for our goeod. . but most of all, for His
glory!

The 20200 Mational Day of Prayer in Mitchell Coumty
Thuarsday, May 7th 12:00 —noon - 6:30 p.m
Also, Sanurday, May Ind will be a Diay of Prayer & Fepentance at 12:00 noon.

Adrr. Mowica Hanlgy-Erizz County Coordinator for the National Day af Prayer
Azzociational Prayer Coordingior Monica = a member gf Crabires Chapel Bap-
tist Church, where Jason is the pastor

Jackson Hewit

TAX SERVICE

Compromise
on Accuracy.

Ask a Tax Pro.

M e e e o ey
| o e e by
K PR i e Sl i

www. bremews. com

Apnl 2020 - Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page 27



Bits 'n Pieces
We have listad events in Bits ‘n Pieces as planned before the Coromavims

Pandemic. Events may be canceled or postponed as of the date of publication.
Thapk you for your understanding.

Regional News

Baptisis on Aizsion - Mission teams are needed to do Vacarion Bible School,
Evangelistic Ouwireach, and Construcfion projects in our pariner states of Alasks,
Vermont, Mame and Pennsylvania. Mission fesms can mske A grest inpact in
reaching fhese communities for Christ. Visit oor website for full lists of projects
at https: haptistzonmission org/Alission-Projects United-States Mew-Engiand or
contact MNC Bapiists oo Miszion at 219-467-5607 or mabemathyi@ncbaptist org

- Dieep Impact Kids, Are you looking for a mission opportunity for the children in
your church? Deep Inmpact Kids will be semving in many communities across the
state with hands-on mission projects designed for 151-6th-grade children Siznup
your church mow for a weekend mini-week, or finll week at one of thess loca-
tions: Camp Cale, Bed Springs, Shalby, Mundo Vista, Caswell, or Truent Baptist
Camp. For more infornmation contact Dollie Meoa at dooafincbaptist.org. Website
hrpobaptstsonmission org/canips/di-kids

Ombodsman Frogram - Voluntesrs needsd to advocate, protact the nehis of
lonz-tenm cars residents
Boome MC (hane 26, 2019) — The High-Counry Ares Apency on Arine Long-
Term Care Ombudsman Program is calling for volunteers in Avery, Mitchell, and
Yancey Counties. Voluntesr ombudsmen, also known as Community Advisory
Committee’s (CAC) serve &z advocates for residents living in oursing hommes and
assisted bHving facilities.

CAC members are rained, certified volunteers who are assigned o a local
longz-temm care facility to advocate for residents” rights.

To leam more about becoming a volunteer cmbudsman or w0 request an ap-
plicaton call Stevie Tobm at (B28) 265-5434 Ext. 126 or visit the High-Couniry
Areg Arency on Aging website at wanw ighconniryaging org.

Bible Stndy Fellowship - Acts and Tetters of the Apostles
Im The Acts and T etters of the Apostles snudy, we see evidence of God's Unstop-
pable Spirit, the srowth of His Unstoppable Church, and the Unstoppable wimess
of His people. Join s for this mcredible study. Woonen Begin Thursday, Septem-
ber 12 - bday 7, 3020

Women's Day groap meet (@ First Presbyterian Charch, Sprace Pine 10
am-11:30 am Mirchell County Women's Evening group mest (@ Grassy Creek
Baptist Church, Sproce Pine 5:45 pm-7: 15 pm Mitchell County

Men's Begin Toesday, September 10, Men meet (7 Higgins Methodist

Charch, Bumsville 655 pm-8:25 pm — Yancey County Contact: MNancy Ball
(E43)507-1196 (Day Women) - Angie Woody (B2E467-3830 {Evening Women)

Avery County

Celebrate REecovery at Heaton Christisn Charch, Elk River Foad; § pm, every
Adonday; all welcome.

Bible Sindy Fellowship- Banper Elk Christizn Fellowship; Thursday at 930 am,
contact Isabel Peterson 828-964-1-4H02 for an in-depth Bible Class for woonen.

National Day of Prayer - on May Tth, 2020
Burlze County

Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church Event - The Morganton Seventh-
day Adwventist Church wonld like to imvite EVEREYOMNE to mne info oor Oo-
line Live Siream on our YouTobse Channe! Morganton Seventh-day Adventist
Church, ezch Samrday moming at 11:00 am Yoo will also be able to find the
limk on our Facebook page, (mhdorgantonSeventhdayvAdventistChurch

McDiowell Coundy

Cross Mill United Methodist Church - Cross Mill United Methodist Church in
Manion is now acceping dopations of WEW items for an upcoming fondraising
suction. Proceeds from the suction will go toward nuch-needed church boild-
gz repairs and our 2447 Sharing Food Paniry Ministries. Any business and'or
individual donstons wonld be greatly sppreciated. (Call 828-480-0257, §218-442-
8098 or EZE-503-8790.

New Community Oofreach Benefits McDiowell Families with Children Teens
for Christ BEE AR, Closet

(Bzby Equipment and Fesource Closef) - Beginning Wednesday, Angnst 1st,
2018 the youth group af Cross United Methodist Church loczed at B3 West
Cross Sireet in Marion will lanch a pew outreach ministry benefitmg families
with children The owmeach will be open the 15t and 3rd Wednesdays of the
month 4:00 to §:30 pm. and the ?nd and 4th Wednesdays 9200 o 11:00 am. For
more information or If you are interested in volonteer opporiumities call (828)
203-E700 or email TeensforChristBEA R closati@yahoo. com

Celebrate BEecovery - This #s a Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip
and help for men women, and families suffering from addiction. Any guestions
contact Josh Wisejm 383-0061

Aitchell County Chamber — Sprace Pime Main Street Clean-Up — Samrday,

Aprl 4 — Downtown Spruce Pime; Time: 9:00 — 1:00 - Please join SPRS for

our annial spring clean-up. Activities may mchide tnmming, weeding, swesp-
ing planting and picking up trash. Please wear old clothes and bring your rakes,
shears, gloves and garden tools. Trash bags provided Hot dogs and drinks will be
available to all volumteers who participate. Please meet at Central Park &t 9:00 to
be placed on a team (for safety reasons, we sk that all vohmteers be at least 12
vears of age). Fain date April 18th. To sign up call B2E-755-3008 or email spms(a
downtownsprucepine com. (headcount reguested please).

Alitchell Connty Cooperative Extention — Upcoming Pesticide Classes Sched-
ule — The classes will be beld at the T Cooperative Extension Mitchell Connty
Center, 10 South Mitchell Avenne, Bakersville, MC. Category (V) Classes March
24, 2020 2200 or 6:00 pm; April 7, 20200 2:00 OF 600 pro.  To retain your private
pesticide license. yon must attend a 2-hour category (V) You will also nead to
srtend 3 2-bour category () for a total of 4 hours, Call 825 888 4811 to registar
for these classes

Neighbors Feeding Neighbors - 1353 Foan Foad, Spruce Pine, MC ZET7TT
{Fock House in Freedom Baptist Charch parking lod), OUR MISSION: Is fo reach
ouf to those who have food insecurity with love and respect and serving those i

The Nafional Day of Praver The 2020 Manonal Day of Praver in Mitchell
Connty, Thursday, May Tth —Alse, Saturday, May 2nd will b= a Day of Prayer &
Fepentance

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. - Easter Sunday, April 12, Sunnise service 700 am,
followed by fellowship breakfast Worship service @:00 am_ Ezster Extravanganza
for the kids Sunday, April 5 at 3:00 pm.

Tipton Hill community Foundafion (Tipion Hill) — Country Breakfast, the first
Samrdsy each month, 730 — 10:00 B, across from Jermmy's Store. Come join ws
for homemade sansage. scrambled egzs, gravy, jellies, juice, and coffes. Eat-in or
tzke-put 2ll fiunds support the Tipton Hill Cormmunity Foundation

Western Carclina Church GriefShare Minisiry — meets on Thursday's at 6:00
pm at 31 Cross Simest Suite 289, Spruce Pme, W in BMirchell Counry. Facilita-
tor: Carolyn Dotis. For more information call the church office at B28-T64-4633
or cell 828-457-1433. The 2020 Spring cycle will begim in March, dates to be
smmounced.

Ta¥a Village — We are announcing the Opening of YaYa Village Commerical
Share Eitchen!

We've reslized there’s a gap that needs to be filled between the production of
local food snd their consmmption.  That's why we started Ya'¥a Village Commers-
cal Shared-Use Ertchen so that we could provide a certified area at a reasonalble
cost for locals mying to sell their products. This way we stmive to help conunamity
enreprensurs with their pan-tme business.

5o, if you have & product you want to markes and sell (like jams, jellies, baked
gocds, etc.) or if you need a commercial kitchen for catering, having a private
Pop-Up dinner, hosting 2 class or whatever you're imagining, we hope our Shared
Use Kitchen can provide yon with a solotion.

Come visit our space, gef an application and let us talk to see what it 15 that you
have in mnd’

We are also serving hinch oo Tuesdays and Tharsdays from 12200 pog o 2000
pPoL

Yancey County

Feed-A-Child Yancey County — Higgins fills bags on the second Toesday of
each month, We have besn forfunate to have enongh volunteers to fill the bags
sp far They are going to contme the program this swmmer through the churches
in the county that have Wednesday night meals. If yon have any questions sbout
Feed-A-Child, they can be directed to Bill and Wancy Watkins at E2E-6735-5367.

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

! TS -_|u.='.|l|.,_|.' SeEnCe

Proudly serving the great cifizens af

Western N 25 years with Health,
Employer Group Health Flans, Medicare
Plans, Life, Annuifies, 401K Transfers and

Long Term Care Coverage

agents foday

275 North Main Street » Marion, NC 28752
B828B.652.1553 lacal » B8B.528.1553 toll free
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Too Young, Too Smart,

Too Rich to be an Alcoholic
By Lawrence Traylor
Jacksemville Beach, Fla.

It's like a Feopardy game show guestion: “What are the
fhree reasons offentimes given as to why Christians with
2 dronking problem cannot gt sober™

‘What is too Young, as “T'm only () fill in the blank,
years old. How can I possibly be an alcobolic, I'm too
younz™ “Yes, my mother and father drink too mnch and
probably alcobolics bat they are m their mid-seventies ™ “Not me. I'm nmach too
young to be an alopholic ™ The undeniable tmith is that alcoholism affects both
Christizn men and women of all apes.

What iz too Smart, 35 “T have an MBA from a very good school and have ra-
ceived excellent grades thronghont my entire academic career. T believe only hizh
school and college dropouts can be alcobolics. Mot me, I'm omch teo smart to be
an alcoholic.

“Besides, I have a great work history and a prommising career.” The undeniable
fmath is intellizence is no more a factor a5 who may be an alcobholic than the day of
the week they were bom on.

What is too Rich, as “T don’t live ouwtdoors, I didn't spend 1zst night under
& bridze. I have an excellent paying job, a home in 8 nmice neighborhood and a
BMW in my garage. Mo ['m definitely foo well off financially to be an alcoholic ™
The mndenishle truth 1= that money and m individual's wealih play no role as fo
who may or may not be an alcobolic.

Ay personal and professional experience in the rehab, recovery and trestment
world suggests strongly that it is efther cne, a3 combination of all three of these
reazons why Christians believe they cannot have a drinking problem.

In ooy case, it was all three reasons, “the wifecta™ as I like fo refer to it, as to
why I conld not possibly be an alcobolic.

Iwas 38 years old, a college graduate and a successful, small business owner
who attended Cluarch each Sunday. How could I possibly be an alcoholic? Be-
sides, I had a kot of friends and especially relatives that spilled more than I drank.
T used to say, “I only had & problem when there was pothing to drink’

The craving started most weekdays berwesn 2:00p and 3:00 pm_ Tt was at this
fmme each day that I would start romancing the idea of having a few cold, “Tall
Bovs"™ on the drve home Winter or summer, hot or cold, it made no difference.
Stopping each late afternoon at the local convenience store or “packy™ as we say
in Mew England and purchasing what T considered my just reward for completing
yet another day at work became 2 mal

I had become like Morm on Chesrs. How else was I supposed to make oy way
home through the late afiemeon Boston raffic” Besides, I worked hard each day
and deserved a few beers on my way home, dida't I7?

I had always believed alcobolics were dirty, lived ontdoors, and people who
drank cheap wine from screw-top bottles.

Amiving at home each day before taking my winfer or swit jacket off I wounld
routinely reach mio the fridge for another of my tusted friends, my Bads.

Orftentimes T wounld proceed to have seversl additional ice-cold beers n anm’s
reach while taking 3 hot hath or sitting in 2 bubbling jacuzzi.

Tust one or two more before supper and T'd have capared once again that elu-
sive beer buzz that I so craved at the end of each day.

I thought I could stop drnking at any time if it became necessary. The simple
fmth was [ was living a lie and had a secret I could not share with anyone. I knew
deep down inside I was not able to stop or control nry drinking.

I began to worry that it was just a matter of time before I too hit what T kad
heard refermed to as a “botiom™ and lost everything. I discovered there are twno
“bottoms™ an alcoholic will experience. There are whar are referred o as High
bottoms and 1o Biomorms,

Examples of an alcohol addict’s Low bottorm oftentimes inclades DTS, di-
varce, kankmpecy, job loss, hospitalization. honse arrest or jail.

But agam, how could T be an alcobolic? I was only 38 years old, a Christian a
collepe praduste. and camer of 2 sailboat and a BRIW.

It wasn't imtil a Sunday afternoon after Church in 1992 my wife gave the
nltimatom and choice between continning to drok or losing my marmiage aod
children. T finslly surrendered and sought relief. I was desperate and sick and tired
of being sick and wred.

It was in taking another Christian®s advice aod attending twelbve-step mestings
that allowed me to come to zrips with the fact that I had become powerless owver
oy alcohol consumption and that the loss of my life. health snd family were truly
at risk.

I proceeded to attend nimety mestings in ninety days. In hindsight this saved
oy life. The pratitude T have today stems from the fact that I didn't have to lose
everything s so mary others had befors I sucomnbed  surrendered and acknenl-
edped my alcoholic dizeazs.

Toaday, with 28 years of continwous sobrety I chuckle to nryself and ofientimes
cannof help bat laugh ont lond when I kear another Christian say they are foo
young, too smart or too rich to be an alcoholic. As now I know better.

Lawrence (Lavria) Trgmor Ives in Jackzomalle Beach, Florida — a membar af
fhe recovery comrmunity and volumtears hiz fime free gf charse in halping addicts
and aicoholics, ther foved ones and their families locare drug and alcohol as-
Sishmhoe resonrces, (M) 553-1600

O give thanks nmte the LORD; for (ke is] good: for his merey fendureth] for
ever. Pualms 136:1 - 127226

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

What Do You Do in Times Like These?
By Steve Williams
Mitchell Coumty

The Bible tallz us in 1 Cor. 824 “Enow ye not thar
thay which rum in @ race run all, bt one recenveth the
priza? 5o run, thar ye sy obrain ”. And then in Philip.
3:14 “I presz foward the mark for the prize of the high
calling af God in Christ Jesus. ™

We are living in uncertain times. Things are looking
bleaker as the days go on. People are getting discour-
azed, facing the fesr of not knowing what to do. Bur Paul tells the Child of God
what to do and that is to keep on going or press on. Life is not always a joy rde,
Ay timees it is a rough ride. We will face death, loss of health, aging, sickness,
loss of jobs, etc_. Right now, people are letimg themselves be overtaken with fear
and amxiety. People are asking guestions like thess: What am I to do, it feels like
my world is falling spart arcund me? Am I zoing to get this dreaded Coronavims?
Whart has happened to my 401E? What in the World is the Lord doing? What am I
to do? Is there a secret that [ need to know about? I don't know if you would call
it 4 secret it just 3 fact of life, Panl tells us m these 2 verses that we just need o
Fress oo or kesp going Yoo cannot give up when hard times come. Why not yon
=ayT When you give up you make the God vou say you believe in smaller than
you are. How do you press on then you ask? Well, Paul gives us four great tmuths
in these two verses.

15t We nmst nnderstand there are things we must face m life, and the day that
we are living in is one of those things. There's Uncertainty, Fear, Doubt, Anoety,
Panl’s describes the Christian life as a race, {they which nm 1Cor 8:24) The ques-
tion we nesd to a5k oursebves is Am T Bonning? Am 1 In the Race? See life i= one
burdie after snother. yon cross one hurdle then von go to the neert anl the coarse
iz completed. People who stop in lifs. and never cross their next lnardle will newver
see what they are missing. Femember you have already crossed others hurtles in
life and you can cross this one foo.

2nd Panl tells us that there are goals we nunst set. Paul says: (nun that vou may
obtam. 1Cor 3:24) What is life without semming goals? It is our goals that belp us
meake It over the urdles of life. We need to stay focused on the goal or goals we
have set. e goal that Christians need to set is not to let fear overcome them.
People are charging the grocery store, nmming o the banks to zet their money,
gun shops to buy ums and ammo, to shoot the person who is going to come o
try and take their hawborger or todlet paper saay from them Christizsns my Bible
says in Joshua 1:9 “Howe not I commanded thee” Be strong and of pood courage;
be not gfraid, nefther be thou dizmayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whith-
erromur thou goest” Hey God's people need to gquit loading up on the things of
this world and start stocking up on the things of God. His Presence, His Protec-
tion, His Peace, His Power, and His Word. Christians seem to have lost sight of
their goal Heaven, and kave focused more on this old world that we are going to
leave behind.

3rd Paul tells us that there are disciplines that need fo be practiced in our lives.
Paul says: {I press toward the mark Phil 3:14.) Discipline is one of the most
beated terms of our time_ it goes right along with patience. But have you ever no-
ticed how many times disciplne is part of 2 winner's lifs snd a faithfiol Christian's
Lifa” Baml was not sble to accomplizh what be did in life withour discipline in his
life. Understand if our mind is not disciplined 1t won't be long 6l the body i= fol-
lowing wonr mind. If vou keep your mind on something long encugh it's not very
long till you have done it or fiare ont 3 way to justify whatewer you want to. If
you expect to make it in times like these, you ate going o have to be disciplined.
It"s been said, “The undisciplined is a headache fo themsebyes, and a beartache to
others, and is noprepared to face, the stern realities of life. Folks that's where we
are today, we are living in real-world, not a fantasy world. So, discipline your-
self to pray and study God's Word and be more Committed to God instead of to
yourself.

4th Paunl tells us that there are prizes to be won. Paul says (I press toward the
mark for the prize Phal 3:14) It's never a bad thing to remind cursalves of the
prize awaiting fhose who live to please God. I believe Panl often did this o he
conld keep on going. The Christian prize that awaits them on the other side of this
World Heaven Femember God didnt make s to =it in this world but to come ont
of this world.

Words of Wisdom: In Times Like These

= Trust in the LORD with all thing heart. and lean not unfo thine own understand-
me & Inall thy waps acknowledee him, and ke shall direct thy paths. Proverbs
3:5-6

= Te ave qf Grod, little chuldran, and have overcome them: because smeater iz e
thart 15 v o, than he that is i the werld. 1 Jobn 4:4

= Ican dio all thines through Cheist that strengthen me. Phil 4:13

= Foar thou not; for I am with thee: be not dissagyed,; for I am thy God: Twill
siremgthen thee, yes, Iwill help thee, vea, ITwill uphold thes with the right hand of
my righteonsears. Tsaigh 41:10

Sive Willuams iz the Pastor gf Berry Chape! Bapiizt Church im Spruce Pine.
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Celebrating In The Shire!
By Mancy Malik
Avery County

Awvery County, the Shite, is celsbrating the maost wonder-
fial season of the vear, Resummection Diay! As spring, which
began in March, really shows itself we are looking forward £s
to the day of remembrance for what Jesus did for us. Palm
Sunday celebrates the wonderful day when Fesns rode a
donkey with her foal on the road into Jemuszlem. The people laid palms and their
robes dowm on the road to howor Him, The Eing. It was a wadition at the fime for
kings to ride info their tomms oo a donkey! The people of Jerusalem recognized
Him and His kingly stams! That was Monday moming of Passover Week, The
wonderful zir of jov, respect, expectations, and hope truly Sowed through the
cify! This was Jesns' last ime fo come to Feruzalem and even though He had told
His disciples His time had come, the simosphers of Tesns' minmphal enfry was
electric! The selection of the Upper Fomm was where Jesus and His 12 disciples
ate their last meal topether Jesus even told the 12 that He would be betrayed and
senf Jodas to do what He had chosen to do. He asked the 11 to come o the Garden
of Gethsemane and pray with Him doring the hardest prayer ever written wherna
He bled drops of bood as He prepared to die a horrible death for every sin ever
commited by you, me and everyone ever bom! After the last meal together, at
the Garden, Tudas bemayed the Lord for 30 pieces of silver. Jesus was taken io the
Phanizees, the Jewish leaders of the mme. He was declared goilty of blasphemy
and given the desth sentence. He was beaten, humilisted and died a homible death
O 3 CTOSS.

Dharing the fime on that cross, He bore every sin ever committed before, during
and after His walk on the earth a5 a homan. He did this for you and for me and
all peoples of all times! He did die, He did rize again He did ascend fo the nght
hand of the Father, in eaven and He is coming agpain'! Fifty days after Hiz ascen-
sion o 8 cloud, He sent the Holy Spirit, 2= tongues of fire, to the disciples and
3000 people in Jemsalem accepted Him as their Lord that day, Pentecost! Dear
Asrery County, we are loved! Awery County is a safe place in God’s eye. The
believing people of this coumty need to reach out o the non-belisving. Most of
you know this story well, but there are still many here that do not know Him per-
spnally. Please reach ot to those who haven't made that decision. We are in the
season of reflecion and reconumitment to the ope who gave His life for us, so we
counld live eternally. That is the zreatest gzift of all' Happy Resurrection Dy and
ey you and vour family rejoice for what He did for us. It is good!

Nancy Maiik haz ived 3 years in Avery County. She i a member of Heaton
Chriztian Church. 5he has fought creations science to children for many vears.
She hazr a radio program M —F 810 am and 1250 pm on Glory 1130 am radio.
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Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

President Trump Shook Hands With A
Man Who Had Contact With An Infected Person:
Three Ways Jesus Responds To Fear

By Jim Deenison

President Tnump shook kands on Febroary 20 with a
man who had direct contact with a person who later tested
positve for COVID-19. The White House states that the
president kad no direct comtact with the infected person and
has no symptoms. However, Sen. Ted Cmz and Fep. Panl

In related news, Christ Charch Georgetown suspended services last Sunday
afier its rector, Fev. Thomas Cole, was diagnosed with coronavirus at the hospital
Satardsay evening This is the first times the church has closed zince a fire in the
1800=. Health officials are asking hundreds of people who had potential contact
with Bev. Cole to self~quarantine.

Closer to home for me the coumty where I live now apparenthy has its first case
of coronavirus. A man in his thirtges traveled o California and is salf-guarantined
at home with his family while additional testing is done.

The president and the White House coronavims task force held a press confer-
ence yesterday evening in which they spmoumeed economic steps mtended to
assist those who are at financial risk, especially these who cannot afford to miss
work. They also aonounced practical ways Amenicans can profect themselves and
others froom the spread of the disease.

Three ways Jesus responds to fear

As the epidemic spreads across the TS and the world, fear is spreading as well.
This iz 8 new disezse to buonsms (thes the “nevel” coronaviros description) Asa
result. we have no acquired imnnmity such as we have developed to exdsting fin
straivs. There are also no approved vaccimes or therapies for coronavines as there
are for fin. And its death rate af present stands at 3.4 percent, compared with far
less than 1 percent for those mfected by the flu.

Since anyone can get COVID-19, evervone can get COVID-19.

Ome-way Christianity is different fromn other relizmions and worldviews centers
in Jesus® redemiptive response to fear Consider three lessons ke offers his follow-
&5,

Ome: We should live in the present and trust the fumire o God.

Jesus tanghe us, "Do ot be ancious about tomarrow, for fomornow will be
anxions for imell Syfficient for the day & i ovwn roubie” (Matthew §:34) This

Sorneday there will be a plobal crizis that seems frishtening and ummianageable,
but hefore it accelerates, Tesus will retum for us or yon or Iwill zo to him. This
could be thar crisis. That's why “now is the day of salvanen™ (2 Corinthians &:2).
We are one day closer to etemity than ever before, and we have only today to be
ready. So, live in this day and tmst tomormow to the providence of your Father

Jesus asks us, “Whick af you by being arcous can add a single hour fo kis span
qf igfe” If vou then ane not able to do a5 small @ thang as that, why ane you anxiens
about the rest™ (Luke 12:25-26)

Worry provides the sense that we are doing something shout our fear, but this is
&n illusion. Rather theam wormy aboat the fivtare, we should prepare by doing what
we can do and trost God with what we cannot.

Three: Car Father iz Lord of the umiverse.

He asks: “dre nof fwo sparmois sodd for o pery? Adnd sot one gf them will
Jall fo the ground apart from your Father But even the hairs gf yvour head are all
numbered. Fear not. thergfore ™ (Marthew 10:20-31)

The vimes is one nine-hundreddh the width of 2 homan hair. Car Father mes-
sures the nniverse with the palm of his hand (Izaiah 40:12). He is on the throne of
the world. Let’s be sure he is on the throne of our hearts today.

Hew John Mewton found God's amazing grace

Om thiz d=y in 1748, JTohn MNewton converted to Chrishianity during a buge
storm at sea. (Due to calendar adjustments in 1752, the date was later reconfigured
to March 21}

Mewton was borm in 1725, the son of a ship commander. He went to sez at the
age of eleven and eventually berame the captain of a slave ship.
when e was a child and he gave up aoy religions convictions. However, duning
a violent stormn, he called out, “Losd, have mercy npon us.” He believed that God
addressad him through the storm and that his grace had begun to work on his life.
He called March 10, 1748, his “zreat deliverance.™

MNewton evenmally became a disciple of George Whitefield and came to admire
John Wesley. He taught himself Iatn Greek, and Hebrew, and surrendered to a
call to minisiry. He evenmmally wrote 280 hymns for the charch, of which the most
famoms is “Amazing Grace.™

Jobhn Mewton later moved to pastor a church im London where he influsnced
William Wilberforce. Though he lost his sizht in s lafer years. he contimoed
preaching until his death in 1807

I visited his pravesite several vears ago, where I found these words: “Fobn
Newon, Clerk, Once an infide] and liberine, 3 servant of slaves in Africa, was by
#nd sppointed to presch the faith he had long labored to desroy.™

Jesus used a storm to bring his amazing srace to a bost soul, and through him, to
the world.

What fears would vou tmest to that grace today?

Jim Denizon PRD speak: and writes on culiural and contemporary issues. Hiz
daily colummn 5 diztributed to more than 113,000 subscribers in 208 counfrias.

See more on the websife www denizorpforum.org.  Copyrighted and printed &y

parmission from Denizon Forum.

www brcnews.com
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Morganton Baptist Church

For Such a Time as This

By Dian Qurollo
Burke County

As T write this, the pandemic of Covid-19 has caased
mass panic smd confision globally. The stock market
kas tzken a sizmificant kit, cansing some to spenilate
that a recession is mevitable. Schools have been can-
celed, leaving working parents in 3 precarions position.
Churches have been forced to adjust their services to
live siream only. Widespread pamic is wimessed across
the refail world as people have begun hoarding varions
supplies, regardiess of the legitimate needs of others. What should a mne such as
this prompt in ns toeday?

A time such as this reminds us of the uncertainty of life. Humans naturalky
desire that which is certain. When we are experiencing certainty, we often develop
a false sense of security in those things that are perceived to produce ssoarity.
When those things are removed we are suddenly faced with the reality of a life
that is exiremely uncertain. Beyond the uncertainty, we are also stuck by the real-
ity that thess events are beyond our conirel. While we can take certain presmpiive
measures, the reality is that mmch of this lies beyond our contrel

A time such as this also reminds us of the necessity of biblical, God-bonoring
faith. Man’s greatest need is to place his trust i Jesus Christ as Savior so that
e mizht have eternal life. The well-known verse John 3:16 states, “Far God o
foved the world, that he gave hiz only begoiten Son, that whososver believeth in
fime showuld not perish, but have everiasting life.” If you hawve not placed your mast
in Jesuns Christ, T urge you to do so todsy. The chances of your gefting Cowid-19
are slim; the reslity that von will stand before God is centain.

Far too mary believers have been by shaken by the events thar have trans-
pired ower the last few weeks. Fear iz a natoral response to the loss of an individa-
al’s sense of security. This loss of securty may come in a varety of ways, mchad-
ing bt mot limited to, the steck market, provision, and job secarity. The gnestion
for us as believers is in what or in whom do, we ttust? Consider just some of the
mEny passages that necessitate believers place tnwavenng confidence i God:
= Some tmst in charoets, and some in borses: nat we will remember the name of
the LOBTY our God — Psabm 207
= Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, aid lean not unio thine own undersfand-
g In all thy ways ackowledes him, and he shaill direct fy paths. — Proverbs
3:5-6
= Be cangful for nothing,; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thankzerving et your regresis be made o unte od. 7 _And the peace gf nod,
which parzeth il wderstanding, shall beep vour hearts and minds throngh Christ
Jesus. — Philippians 4:6-7

If one's secunity is Christ, is it possible for a believer 1o lose Christ? Fomans
£:35-30 teaches no circumstance can enter the life of the believer that will result
in his being separated from God and His love. Is it possible for Christ to lose the
believer? Fobm 10:27-30 teaches no circumstance can cause Christ to lose the be-
liever Inzsmuwch as the believer cannot lose Christ and Christ cammot lose the be-
liever, logically necessitates that a8 believer whose confidence is comectly placed
in Christ has nothing to fear Fear enters the heart of the baliever the moment he
takes hiz eves off the Lord

Paalm 46:10 reminds us, "He siil, and mow that I am God. ™ In spite of all the
umcertainty, He's still God! Fest in Him even in & fime such as this.

Pastor Dan Gurelle &= pastor Morganton Bapitst Church. Check uz ont on our
wabsite www morgarionbapiizt nat or find w5 on Facebook and YouTkbe.

Behold, I'will do a mew thing; now it shall spring forth; siall ye ot know &2 1
will even make g way in the wildermess, fand] rivers in the dasert. Isaiah 43:19

WECR AM Radio/Glory 1130

Love and Unity
by Phillip Greene
Avary Cowny

Crver the past few davswesks I have had a scriphare thaet has
echoed through pry soal in swch 3wy that T jost can't seen to
shake it no matter what T oy to do. _. that scophmre comes from
Jobn 17:20-23.

I f=al that this word is maly the beart of our Savior foros n

I azk that you prayerfully consider this today:

“I pray ot caly for these bat also for those who believe i me through teir word.
May they all be coe as you, Father are nme snd T am m you Bbay they also be i us, so
ihat the world mey believe you sent me. T have given them the slory you have given me,
5o that they may be one a5 we ae one. I am o thern and you are in me, so that they may
be made completety one that the world may knoar vou have sent me and have loved
them a5 you have loved me ™

It has left me speechisss.

Thave formd novself broken it so fisll, completely blown away by what we sesm to
hane missed s the Cihurch today:

Cluriet, in the final roments of his aarthly mimistry, prayed for hic disciples-and then
for those who would hesr their meszage.

He then prayed for umity. . .that we would all be ONE, unified, joined together fora
commaon canse. et canse? To show the world His glory. Wit for it that HE placed in
the 175! How have we nyissed this? How have we as the chirch mdssed that Jesus prayer
wiasn't for this program or that program in the Chnech. . he simply prayed that we would
be unified. . .toeeder. .

What dpes this mean? It meamns thet Chirist kyew we are stronger 25 one cobesnge unit
rather than divided along denominational or panty lines. . meyvibe we should taly stop
{which showldn't be too heard given cumment events) and reflect. repent, and renew your
dedication fo the one who gave His life for yon! Come together and stop areming over

Why? Becmuse this vmdty that Christ prayed for. . (the coming toopther of the
Church). . that is what will sheosy the world who Christ 3= That God sent him. And uhi-
mately that He lowves them a5 mmch as He did Jesus. Us. and any who wonld come.

Bermise “odiz Love ~— 1 Jobn 48

Phillip Greene is the Stafion Manager/Program Director for WECR-AM Radio/

Giory 1130.
7 )
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Rep. Mark Meadows (NC-11) released fhe following statement-

"It's an hiomor to be selected by President Trump to serve alongside him and lis teann. This President and his adminicration have a long
list of incredible victories they've delivered to the coumtry during this first term with the best yet to come—and I look forward to helping
build om that success and staying in the fight for the forgotten men and wormen of America.

In particular, I want to recoenize my friend Mick Mulbvaney. Bick is smart. principled, and as tough a fighter vou'll find in Washimg-
ton, DLC. He did a great job leading the President's team thoough a remendons period of acoomplishreent over the 1ast vear-plas.

Lastly, I want to thank the people of western Morth Carolina. Serving you in Congress has been the honor of moy life. fmay beina
different role, but Tl continne werking every day to deliver results for you—and main sireet Americans all over the coumtry—imn the
months and years to come. ™

US House of Representatives NC Dmmct 11

NC Senate District 47 s

Sen Ralph Hise

= et
919-T33-3460

Interim Committees are now in fiull swing —with committes assigmments completed by the Speaker, many are raveling to Faleigh
to attend. Most recently, Pep. Presnell was here on March 5 for the Joint Transportation Oversight Commites and the Global Engage-
ment Committee. She serves on both of these conumittess in addition to the Honse Salect Committes on Strategic Transportation Plan-
ning and the House Appropristions Committes that will be mesting on MMarch 30. These committees are packed full of information
requested by the members and reporting of statistical data required by the varions agencies in the state povermment Theze mestmes
are generally held Joinily with House and Senste members participating. There are no votes taken during the Interim meetings.

Voter ID Case torists smd harns — A thres-judze trial court panel found that the plamtiffs in Holmes v. Moore were unlikely to suc-
ceed on their challenge to Nerth Carolina’s voter ID Law, but an “error-ridden decision that took a one-sided look at the record™ from
an appeals court panel reversed the mlimg.

“This liberal, activist appeals court panel was wrong to reverss 3 bipartizan mial court’s muling and tread on the will of voters in this
state. The Court of Appeals nmst grant the request for a full kearing on voter ID given the people’s voice in the democratic process is

warw. meadows. howse. gow

Following the action in Febmary of a three-judeze panel that issued an inpmction to indsfinitely suspend our sfate’s voter ID law, I,
in my official capacity as chaimman of the Senate Selact Committes on Elections, joined Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger,
House Speaker Tim Moore, and Bep. David Lewis, chairman of the Honse Select Commities on Elections in filing a motion for an “en
banc rehearing ™ which would have all 15 judses on the Court of Appeals hear the case and vote on whether to permit Constitntomalby-
required voter ID). The vote to amend our Consamtion to require woter ID passed with support from ower 55% of Morth Carolindamns
voing in the 2018 electon.

In our court filing, we outlned the errors, faws, and lack of legal basis in the decizion issuwed by the three-judge panel azainst our
state’s Constitnbonal requirement for voter IT. The all-Democrat panel ignored binding logal precedent and excnlpatory expert testi-
mony and ghsurdly conclnded that it is unconstatotional for the legislature to enact Constitutional by requirad voter ID lepislation until
some Fepublican legislators retire. The all-Democrat panel also bizarmely concloded that a law mendated by the voters and sponsored
by an African American Democrat was motivated by racially discriminatory infent against other African Americans.

Im 2018, two of the three judzes, Jobn Amowond and Teby Hampson, responded to the People’s Alliance PAC 20138 Cuestionmaine
for Morth Caroling Appellate Division fudicial Candidaes. Arrowoeod and Hampson each stated their intention to wote against the Voter
ID amendment on the MNovember 2018 ballot. Obiously, these two judzes were not nobiased and should have recused themselves from
this case.

Along with Arrowood and Hampson, the third judge oo the panel, Allegra Collins, was elected in the 20138 election. These three
jadzes will not be up for reelection untl 2026; however, five other seats are on the ballot in the wpromimg general electon in Movem-
beT.

In addition to filing 3 motfion for the en banc rehesring. we also filed 3 motion for anether Court of Appeals judze, Chris Brook,
sppointed last year by Gov. Cooper, to be recused from the case. Brook previously worked agaimst a 2013 woter ID when he was
employed as a lawyer by the ACLU. Following our motion, Brook did recuse himself so when the case is reheard it will be before the
remaining 14 judges.

As ahways, please share your thoughts with me on these or ether issues related to the state govermment by emailing me at ralph.

hise@ncles net or calling me ar 919-733-3460.
NC House District 11 8

at stake in this litization.” stated Speaker Moore. Eep. Michele D. Presnall

Morth Carolina’s woter ID Lawr was passed pursuant to 2 constintional amendment approved by the voters, was vetoed by Govemor
By Cooper, but enacted by the state legislaioe in 5B 824 Implementation of Voter ID) Constitutional Amendment. Morth Caroling is

Q19-733-5732

the last state in the Southeast not to have some form of voter ID.
Sancinary Cides — A court ruling has put President Toomp in the pesition of being able to withhold fimds from sanchesry cities.
Morth Carelina sheriffs refusing to cooperate with federal defainers can put the public at risk and threaten the risk of federal fumds.
Cioronavimas Update- The W C Depariment of Health and Hwman Services along with the NC Emergency Management are work-
mg closely with the CDNC, Incal health depariments. and health care prowiders across the state to quickly identify and respond to aoy
potential isolated cases that might ocrnr in the state and prepare Morth Carolinians to be ready in the event of more widespread C0-

VID-19 fransmissions.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN

GOES TO ASHEVILLE MOMN.-THRLU.-FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
E?LL: 828-682-6144/9304 ) P e e - Private Pay
“Serving the Communrnity”™ - CAP for Disabled Adults & Children - Insurance
- AP Choice = WA Homemaker Sarvice
= Pediatric Nurse Aids = Companion/Sitter
= Respite
NO TRIPS SCHEDULED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE e A ‘”“;‘;.,,""‘“.. i L.,,,""‘,,,";,..""m'“"“

Carolina Home Care
Specialists, IN

Excellence in Personalized Care

Phone (828) 765-4343 « (866) 765-4340

www. brenews. com
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NC House District 86

The stock market’s recent, dramatic drop has cansed concerns smong nvestors generally and all whose financial well-being may
be linked to how the econony is doing. Those concemed cermainly include refired Morth Carolinians who have pension funds i the
Horth Carplina retiremient system. The North Caroling retirement system is currently the ninth-largest public pension fumd in the
commiry. It was recentdy valued at aroumd one handred billion dollars. The Morth Carelina system provides retirement benefits for more
than 950,000 Nerth Carolinians, mmchiding current and retired state employeess, teachers, and local govermment employveess. Becenily,
HMorth Carpling Treasurer Tiale Folwell released a statement mdicating that the stock market’s activities will have no effect oo pension
pavments. Fobwell noted that Morth Caroling’s state pension plans are down much less than the overall stock market becase of his
conservative and responsible management a5 well 35 under previous state reasnres moingz back as far as ffty years.

Treasurar Fobaell also cites a report from Moody's Investors Service, a leading, national credit rating agency. Moody's found that
Morth Carplina’s retirement system is the best-funded in the nation when considering its “Adjusted Met Pension Lisbilitg™. In addi-
tion, The Pew Charitable Trust, noaprofit and nonpartizan research and policy organization, conducted “siress tests™ on state pension Rep. Hugh Blackwell
plans. According to Pew, 3 “stress test” evaluates the potental impact of mvestment risk and conmbution fsk on both pension balance 919-733-5805
sheets and povermment budzets. “Invesiment risk™ is dsk associated with ups and dowms in the value of the pension funds® mvestments. H
“Conmibution risk™ is the risk associated with whesher those coniribusing to the pension fumds will contizue to do so at levels needed  1102R Dlackwelli@nclez net
to maintain the promized payours. The Pew Charitable Trust found that Morth Carolina®s “siress test™ results come out especially well,
due 1o “sorong funding policy and finding levels.™

NC Senate District 46

For many people n our couniry, Easter has become a lot like Christmas - gourmet dinmer with family; extended tme away from
work; special seasonal outfits; many smiles for the children; Happy Easter grestings and maybe even a vacation. As we celebrate Eas-
ter, many Christians will atrend "Gopd Friday' services. Buf what is "good™ about a day on which an imnocent man was mocked. imied,
and then heaten unti] umrecopnizable™ What is “happy™ about Easter whera the ran who many thowght would bring hope to Israel
suffered violent and cruel boatings ooy to be nailed to a cross to die by asphyxistion? What was happy or good abowt a meother and
friends having to watch their innocent loved one die 3 terrible death, worse than smvihing ever conceived by man?

The truth iz if the Easter story ended on that Friday with Tesus' death on a cross, thers wonld be nothing posd or happy about it
Thankfuolly it didn’t. If it had, Jesus® death wonld merely be another example of human persecution, injustice, creelty, and barbarism.

I can only imagine that all hope was bost fior bary, the mother of Jesus, and His frends and disciples. It is stll difficult today for me

to ook back onm history and nnderstand why this amount of suffering was part of God's plan. Perhaps there is a correlation to Joseph's
staterment in Egyvpt o his brothers, “You meant it for evil, bt God meant it for geod.™ Yes, some good came oo that crocifixion day
ahmost 2000 years apo. One of the thieves hanging on a nearby cross called out to Jesus defended him from a scoffer and asked Jesus to
beart that Tesus was a kind man who had done no wrong. God had allowed the thief to recognize Jesus® detty. 5dll, the good contimned
when the veail in the Temple was ripped in half a sipn that the perfect sacrifice for sin had finally been paid. But- there is stll more fo
the sfory.

Shorily after Jesus breathed His last breath, weslthy disciples prepared His body for burial in a fachion that they could afford Inan
effort to ensure that the body of Tesuws would stay entombed, the Fomans placed smmed guards at the enfrance of JTesus® prave. Can yon
imaping what it was like for Tesns' followers on that Sabbath? A day that was meant for worship, joy and rest. had tomed into nioom-
ing, sorrow, fear, and despair. As the context of all these events begin: fo sink in, one of the disciples— probably John— had a sudden
flood of memories of all the times that Jesus tried to tell them that ‘gocd Friday' and ‘resumection Sundsy” would come. Jesus had said
“What I do thou noweast nod now, but thou shalt inow hereqgfter ™ (Jobn 13:7); and  “"Destray the femple and T will raize it again in
three dys. ' (John 2:19). Soon after His reswrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples and had the exchange with “Doubting Thormas™
that we know so well. "Because thou hast seen ma, thon hast beliaved: Mlessed are they that have not seen, and yet have balieved. ™
{(Fobn 20:29). In the days that followed, the resurrected Jesus appeared o over 300 people, out of death-life, out of despair-hope, out of
sacrfice-redempiion.

T hope that this Easter you and your family will pause to reflect on the unendmg love that Christ had for us, love that led Him to the
cross, where He fulfilled the tmoths of John 3:16: “For (od 5o loved the world that He pave Hiz only begotfen Son, that whosoever
belicveth in Him should not perizh buf have everlasting ijfe. ™

And that is why it's Happy Easter.

919-T15-7823

smallmartin piers
g

David C. Small, D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
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Palm Branches
By Joy Baldwin
Madizon County

I stood among a livaly crowd
As Jesur passed that day
Hizy mizsion o accomplish

The King wonld come onr way

The people spread their garmeniy

Palm branches from frees 5o green

They placed them in His pathway
In honor of The King.

He came riding on a donkey
Palm branches made o way ity frue
For the Awesome ('ne fo ride

Hix robe of prrple, wihite and bine.

Heozanna to The Sen af David
Praisey rang ouf fo The Highest
His firce shined Iike the brightest sun
Jesus qf Nagareth, he was The Chrise.

Joy iz a restdent gff Madizon Coundy, where she now [hves with her husband,
Dy Jow Baldhetn. She i currently a member gf Mt Zion Baprist church in
Marzhall, NC. Az a previows membar, she calls Forks gf hyy Missionary Baphist
Church in Weaeriile, “home away from home”. She is crrently singimg with the
Gospel Growp “Jomahs Foice ™' our gf Mars Hill, NC. Her Iafest song " Homecam-
g will soon be heand By man:

Check out our Website
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Hosplee e Tlome Case
ﬂi} of the Bhac Ridg, lwe.

for Certied Nurﬂng‘iétante for the
Avery County CAP program. If you are
Interested in a position please contact

Paula Holtsclaw, Director of CAP
Services at (828)-765-5677.

Death in the Fot
By Eurt Bomar
Avery Couniy

A Word to Parents (and Grandparents) of Youmg
Children-

As a parent of five children, I was abways trying to
teach that right balance of protecting my children from
the influence of 8 corrupt world, while at the samea
tme, preparing them for the day when they would
have fo make their way into that same world.

To make matters worse, I found that the internet had a way of violating mamy
of the protective hedges that T had planted around them T conchoded that even
with oy best efforts, they would be undaly influenced by a sinfial world at a much
earlier age than [ wanted.

There is a short story in the Bible that gave me comfort and also provided an
answer for me You can find it in 2 Kings 4:35-41_ I call it the “Dweath in the Fot™
StoTy.

Hete we see Elisha ordering a banguet for 2 company of prophets visiing him.
One of his servanis sccidentally put some poisonous gounds o the stew that was
being prepared. Mo one knew about it nnal they had eaten some of the stew and
were starting to feel the effects of the poison. They cried out to Elisha, “there iz
death in the pot!”

That's the way parents feel sometimes. We do the best to protect our children
bt wee simply carmot filter put all the gourds that will make their way into our
children’s stewy. Therefors, their liffls formative minds are poisoned. What do we
da?

We do what Elisha did. *Get some flour, ™ he said. And he mrgad the Sour inte
able o finish and enjoy the stewr:

Char flour is the word of God. We may not be able to stop the evil influences
of the world, ut we can give our children a dsily dose of flour to newtralize the
effects of the world.

2 Tm. 3:16 “AN Scriphre is God-breathed and is uzgiul for reaching, rebuking,
cormecting and training in righteouzness. ™

We have an anfi-dote much maore powerful than the poison! Have devotions
daily with your children!

Salah (think about if)

Eurt Bomar s pastor of Walmt Grove Church.

The firse fday] af the weer cometh Mary Magdalene early, witen if was yver dark,
unte the sepulchre, and seeth the stone toiven away from e sepulchre.
Jobm 20:1-18

To the world
You may be one person,
But to one person
You may be the world

Become a Hospice Volunteer

For more information contact Megan Robertson at:

{828)-765-5677
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Will Graham's Daughter Shares Nashville
Tornado Experience, Helps Others
By Lizzy Long

It had been a regular day for Will Grabam’s danghter, Christine JTane—hbetter
Enowmn as “C.J."—when she went o sleep Monday, March 2, in her Mashville
dom

However, that might was far from normal.

A 12-45 3 m —just howrs before early momimg weight oaining—ihe Lipscomb
Undiversity soccer player and nursing stodent slept through tomado alanms ontl
she was awakensd by a friend

Cruickly, the university evacnated smdents to a hasement where they waited ouat
the storm. Bavagzing 3 145-mile stretch of Central Tenmesses, the weather system
spun off six tornadoes and killed 25 people. Diozens more were mjured as their
homes were leveled or destroyed.

C.J. Graham and her friends remained safe through the storm, bt several fac-
ulry and stadents from her vmiversity lost their bomes.

“Here's it like, “Wow, this is 10 mimites down the road fom me and it's like
warching the news and seemg that's my community thar nesds halp,™ C.J. Gra-
ham said “Tt"s totally different than sawything T've ever been throngh ™

Cm Saturday, she met her dad, Will Graham and umcle, Edward Graham slong
with their family friend snd nmisician bichasl W, Smith st a devaststed apart-
ment complex that was condernned following the storm. They served alongside
Billy Grakam Fapid Fesponse Team and Samaritan’s Parse voluontesrs to comfort
discouraged residents and help put their belongings in moving macks.

“Hare, I have the opporiumity to mwest in other people’s lives. [ can acmally
wimess and be a testimony to those who have absolutely nothing and help them
find everything.” she said. “T have the opportanity to be a light when it"s dark for
someone else. Maybe [ can nse some of my stories from my past that ey not
directly imvolve the storm, but maybe they're poing through a bard time at school,
hawving a hard e with just their imags. there are so many different things I can
relate on ™

HNearly the whole time C.J. Graham was just 2 step behind her father, guickby
offering to help. For years, she’s watched ber dad share the Gospel during evan-
gelistic events called Celebrations, so this was a special moment of hands-on
muinistry for them to share.

O Sunday, she again refurned o belp her tomado-ravaged community. This
tme, she served a5 & Samaritan’s Purse volunteer, bringing several friends from
her sporer team.

C.J. Graham enjoyed serving her Mashville comommnity with friends. ‘]Jmng
school, I've always been
taughi the ways of Jesus
and so0 here, I have a way o
implement that. It"s really
scary .. I'm scared a lot. I g
don't want to say the wronz |
thing to the wrong person
and then have them not sea
the Lord through this.” she
said “So, my heart is for
these people because they
are suffering. When [ see
pmplesnﬂ'u‘mg,lrﬂ]shmt iy
ens me to see their pain, mﬂmmmmwm Cur,

“T decided to help them  pray with Nasiville resident Holly Hood as Billy
and showy that there is a pur- Graham chaplains and Samariton s Purze volunieers
pose to their pain—and by semvw Hood's neighbors.
finding the purpose to youor
pain, yvou'll be at peace.” C.J. conmmeed. “And the purpose is to brng God glory,
and even thongh it's hard and you may not see it for 8 while, there is 3 purpose to
it. Maybe it's just for one person to come to know the Lord—it would be worth
i ™

Chrer the past few days, crisis-iraimed Billy Graham chaplains have been work-
ing alonpside Samaritan’s Purse volunteers to emoetionally and spirimally help
tomado survivors. They have seen several people across three Tennessee toams
come to kmow the Lord.

And even though C.J. Graham was serving as 4 Samaritan’s Purse vohmteer,
her desire was ultimately the same as the chaplains’—for people to know God.
“Mot only are we working with the homeowner with his physical nesds, bt we
are also loving on him snd showing him the love of Tesus.” she said.

Crver Christmas break, the 18-year-old went and saw the destmaction in the Ba-
hamas months afier Humicane Dorian it bat this bas affected bher differently.
“Iy heart has always been to help people and I've [gotten] to wimess that a lot,
especially raveling with my grandfather [Franklin Grakam] and even my father
[Will Graham].” C.J. explained “But I felr like I've always been in the shadows
behind them and so today especially, I've been able to be on the front lines.™

Humor

By Buddy Freemam
Madizon Conunty

“LAUGHTEE IS HEATLTHY FOR YOU™

A school teacher asked bier class to write sm article on the
subject of baseball. “You have 30 minutes to complete it,”
she told the class. Sara handed in ber paper afier writing for less than a minute,
The teacher asked, ““You can’t be finished already?™ “Yes, [ am.™ said Sara. The
teacher looked st her paper snd read, “(Game called off on account of rain ™

A wize man said “There sre tano times m 3 man’s life that be canmot inderstand
women — before mamiaze and after marriage ™
A teacher told ber class, ““You have ory assurance that if vou repeat a word eight

or ten fimes, it will be yours for life.” In the back row, an attractive youmg zirl
sighed and closed her eves, whispering sofily to berself, “Tom, Tom, Tom.™

A Sunday School teacher asked, “INow, Harold, what can you tell me about Goli-
ath?” Harold said, “He was the man, David rocked to sleep.™

3 o IS oW a .

The hospice you choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:
o local staff

two hospice inpatient units

palliafive care in 2 SSRGS

atief counseling for anv adulf

Kids Pathes
Cam 1&"" “

SPICC

LJEJ_hJ_]_J Foothill
W

Serving Palk, Henderson; Buthertond, and McDowell in NC and

Cherakee, Greenville and Spartanburg in SC
(328) 2450085 NC {%4) 457-9100 5 (800) 218-CARE {2273

NOW OPEN!!!
' MCCABE'S e

pot TIRE R SERVICE A family owned & operated business
(an entity of Buff's Tire & Service)
:::mm i Located at 303 Burkemont Ave,
Morganton, NC
828-608-0840 ( i Freaile e )

We offer muitiple services including:

* New Tires

* Brakes

 Alignments

* NC State Inspections
* General Repairs
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West Africa

Bw Grearge Pamon, JT.
Burke Couniy

Twronld have never imagimed when T came to West
Africa that the Lord was going to do all that He bas. I
Eknew that He bhad sometling great instore. Even before
I left the USA, the Lord had pressed upon iy baart

e
ey

| Forget-Me-Not

o take 1,000 bapismal cermficates with me. Thave
been in 87 covmties now Bur thds by farbeats all I
have ever seen. In less thap 4 weeks we have seen |55
pecple baptized, 23 leadars mained and ordzined apd 12
chuoches browght e one associzfion in rwo comnmies. This weak the associaton
will plant its first chorch. Berwean Liberia and Sierra Lecpe, the Lord is really
moving. [ amn not sure if it is becanse thev are so familiar with death, as thesa o
covmiries wers the hardest hit by the Ebola virws, or if it 1s that they just have a
hanger for the things of God.  Pastors are craving Teadung and church membears
it eagerly listening to
the Word of God. I hava
never seen such. Tost
yesterday [ was leaving
2 church thar I had bean
nuistenng o whera 5
pecpls came comnuting
their life to Jesus. We
ware cpming down the
road when a young man
in his owenties came ap
tous. He bezan sharing
with me how he used

o b2 a3 slave fo dmgs
and sloobol. I shared
with him how I too, as
3 youns man was io the szme bondage but how the Lord Jasus had delivered me
and now, [ was waveling the world preaching Jesus. He said that the drog dealers
here kesp people in bondaze. He sharad with 12 how he bad been delivered froan
the dmgzs and alcobol bot thar be bad not been saved. I ask him if he had ever
repented of his sins and been baprized. He said, "no bas pastor, bat I wans to. By
this mms. we are standime becide the road. T ask him “Dio vow want o repent and
tum from your sing teday tmusting in Jesus?" "Yes, pastor, I do." Bizghe there on
the side of the read. we koelt in the dirt and tis youns man convmittted his 1ife o
Jesus Chrizt This Sunday he will be geming baptizad He asked me, “pastor, will
yan please comne back to this village™ He said "T kave so mswy fieads whe are
sl in bondags apd Jesus can set them free too " I told bim that we wonld defi-
nitely come back. In 3o many places the people are cotming o us bearing we have
the good news of Jesus. Truly revival is breaking our bers. 5o far, we hava been
wiorking primanily in the capital of Moorovia in Liberia sud Freetown in Siemra
Lecee Mext week we will be going to the remote areas. We have already sent
soputs ahead o inform the peopls we are coaningz. Pleass contnne to pray. The
qumzles bera are so vast. They sall pracnce a Lot of the ancestral veodoo practices,
bt I know thar the Tord can bresk this, Also, the roads are so difficnic back in the
bnsh so pleasas pray for the vehicles that we will be wraveling on. Cne sreat pratse
raport is that the Corona Virns that seemis to ba cansing such 2 sor around the rest
of the warld but has pot come here ver. Toaly after battlmg Ebaola, the 1azt thing
they nead is this virns too. I love you folks 50 much. Twill be back o the U554 on
Miay 200 Ifvou would like ns to come and share more or if von would Like 1o be
part of what God is dofng in West Africa plezse email me at rev. gpationjria gosil.
comn God bless each of yvou so mmach. By the way, the Lord is tuly usmg my wife
bere as well. She has goten to do several women's conferences. She is maly a
mughiy miszionary for Jesus,

My mame iz Bev George Patton Jr T am married to Bebecca Patton. Together we
havg & sons and O daughrers and 13 grandchiideen. e are aciive members af the
First Aposiolic Church i Meorsanton NC. I have spens iime over the years plant-
ing churches, paztoring churches, astablizhing minisiries and doing mizsions. Af
present, I have 15§ books written which can be fund on Amazon.

By Steva Biez
Burke County

lot, T quickly came up besuie an alderly couple. The man
was nzing a cans while the woman kad the srocery cart and
I aotced her cans was hapging on the cart kandle. Fizhtas
Iznﬂmed]w them, T keard the eldarly woman szy, "younz
man." Mow, [ am of the age that no one should be calling

| me ayoung maw. So, I fel that it was not possible that she was referming o me.
. Heowever, [ dida's feel as though anyone alsa was nearby, so I noned more direcily

to ker and azsked if she was talking to me. The elderly woman quickly smiled and
zaid; "ves, I wooder if yvou conld balp ns.” Ireplied thar "I will oy, what can I do
for you?" The woman said, "I hate to admir it bar we have forzomen where we
parked our car” It was then that Twalked over to them avd szid, "well let's see if
we can fnd i for vou” and I added, "wlar color is vour car " For the first dme,
the eldarly gentlarmen spoks and said "iv's blne " Crdckly, the alderly wornan
zaid, "howey” (and T now felt cermain that honsy meant that be was her hnshand)
“it 15 ot bive, it's sthver” I thought o myself, finding their car may be more chal-
lenging than I bad imazined.”

Bus I smiled at the color dilemang and said, napn:tr]em_ is the Key 0 your
car z key fob." To which the eldarly woman
respoaded, “what's 3 ey fob." Father than my-
ing to explain what a key folr is, T shoply asked
them o show e their keyvs, The womsen said
“sweetheart, show him the keys.” But sweet-
haart responded. "I don't have the kevs you
toiok thern and part them m your purze.” For a
few mpoments, the womsan insisted thar she did

that ves, here r.h-w ara in ber purse.

Their car key was indead a key fob, sol
proceeded to pash the unlock the door button on the key fob, and just 3 cars down
the row fromon whare the thres of us wers standing, the taillights flashed. We had
foumd their lost car I proceeded to contimie giving aid to the elderly couple, for
they both seemed a bit maumatzed by the lost car ordeal. W zot theor purchases
placed n the back sear and I rold them thar I would remamn the grocery carm o the
proper place.

As T fintchad with therr cart, still holdme the small bag thar contamed the
couple of items [ had purchasad. T watched the eldsrly couple slowly back ot of
their parking space as [ now made my way o nav car [ mowss adedt that T chack-
led omt lond when T noticed. their car was not bive or silver, but beize

Mow I do pot walk with & cape and T'm relatively centam I know without a
doubt, the colors of both of my vehiclas. And yes, they both have key fobs. Tam
glad they hawve key fobs becanse I also have pushked a buroa ow oy kev fob so that
I could find noy own carin a parking Lot Forgeming and remnembering are con-
stant barassmoent of our rontines. Thankfully, we have a God who oever forgets
whers we are parked. He tells us: "Can g woman ferger her mirsing child, and not
e compassion for the som of her womb? Suraly thay may forger, Ter Twall not
Jorges you. See, I have mscribed you on ihe paims qfmy hands," Isaizh 49:13,14.

We are paaring the fime of vear when Christians spend time celebrating when
Christ had us inscrobed on Hizs hands. Of conrze, it wonld be hormbly unthongl-
ful of us, to only rememiber the Blood Christ shed an our babalf just at Easter
Christ acmally laft in place 3 memaorial service, that as we participats in the Cel-
shration of the Lord's Suppser, we can recall with vivid illustrations, the cost of our
redemption. Paul reminds us that Jesus said: "This cup o the new covenant gf
ay Bleod, this do ar aften oz you drink i, in remambrance gf We. " 1 Corinthizns
11: 35

Jazus evidently knows bow forgerfnl we can be, so He gave us ways thar help
us remernber, It 1s a3 if our Lopd has ziven us 2 Sower called a Forger-De-Iot. 1
bhope each of us, although we mizhs not always remeawber where we parked our
car, wea will always remember with grear joy, the sacrifice of Chaost. May we
naver ceass o give our sincere sratimde for the Lord inscobme ns on His hands,
25 Ha naver fails to remember s and our need of Hiz blood.

Sneve Bierz, Pasior, Morgaton Seventh day Adveniiss Church

3/10 mile North of Walmart

Camper & Boat Storage

828-260-3396 ¢ 828-766-4589
www.drstoragenc.com.

*MINI &
TORAGE

14307 Hwy 226 « Spruce Pine, NC

www. brocnews.com
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Socialism: Lipstick on a Fig
Bw Dir. Wark H. Creech

Dharing the 1980s, Morth Carelina’s U5, Senator, the
late Jesze Halms wrote an interesting armicle about Amieri-
ca's drift foan her raligions and politcal meormgs, Helms
wrota at that tme something powsrfully asnute. He said,
“It is debatable a2t just what point the Unitad States began
to dnift away. .. But I think we reachead that point when
miany Americans iumed away fom the idea of salvanon
thronzh Christ to that of salvadoen thoough technology or
science or materal affuence or the welfars safe.”

Hahn's staterpent is ar the heam of the legitimare asserfion that Secialism s
aufi-Christian As early as 1917, Charles B Erdman. a professor ar Princeton
Theological Seminary, said that Secialism is defective in that it places the physi-
cal shove the pirjimal needs of nwnanicy. Erdman wrote: “Ir nsists that bet-
ter social conditions will
produce beter men; Chris-
fanirty teachss that bemer
mien are peedad o produce
betrer condidons. Socialism
seaks to elevate individuals
by elevating sociery; Chris-
maminy contends that spcieny
can be elevatad only by the
ragenaration of individuals.
T secure such regensration
is the suprema afor and
funcosn of e Charch, and
its chiaf maszaze o Socizl-
ism is that “life iz more than
meat aid rannent.” To those
whao are crying for equality and eppornaaty and mmpreved marenal condidons and
fondly dreamivg of a new age of nniversal plenty and comfort and happiness, the
Church repeats the divine message, “Te nnst b2 bom-agam. ™

Last suanueer, Tulie Fovs, who is the bhost of 2 naticnal talk show on the Moody
Fadio Memwork callad “Up for Debare.” wrote an op-ed piece for the Christoan
Ppst, rightly arguing that Soctalizin = bazed oo a complately materialisac world-
Tiew

“To socialists, suffering 15 cavsed by the vmequal dismibunon of smff — and
salvation is achieved b the re-dismibuartion of stuff There's no ackeowlsdsment
of spirmual issues. There's just an assuanption that if evervope i3 given equal stuff,
all the problems in society will somehow dissolve.

“This worldview contradicts Christanity, which affinns the existence of both a
materzal and non-marerizl world — and teaches that mankind’s greatest problams
are spirttual. The Bible savs the canse of suffering is sin, and salvation is fond in
the Cross of Clatst, which liberates us fom sin, Because of sin though, thera will
zlways be inegualites  wealh. As the parable of the ralents [y Chrizt] shows,
thiose with zood character tend fo acomunlae more: those with bad character [are
miore sniyject to] lose everything they have Vet even if we are unable w acomms-
late wealth [espectally in simations beyond onr contrel], Christianity teachas that
wa can s6ll have an ndant life. That's bacauss the quality of 1ife is not deter-
mutned by how roech staff we have but by our relatonship to Christ™

The late world-renowped evangealist D Billy Grakam, n discussing man's
hopes of self~zalvanon nsed to szy that vow can scmfr a pig, sprinkle Chanel 2o, 5
o bim part 3 abbon around his peack, aod tzke him inte the most exquizsite palace
in the land. Bu: when you nuom kim leose, ke will juonp oo the first mod puddle
he sees. Why? Because even though e may be wearing lipstick, be is sull a pig.
That's the piz's natuae.

Yo may think this i5 3 pessimistc wav to look at life or the prospect of zelf-
nmprovement. Bur it's not ar all Christans are not pessimists. It's just that we
Emow where real hops is fourd. TWe nnderstand that every effort, whether it ba
personal or corporate. that leaves ont the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, thar
doesn’t make Grod cenfral to the nsed is po solution bt just Lpstck on a piz
Whether it be education, or science. or pevcholosy, or awy Rind of social planning
parsuad that i withowt the redeeming apd regalatory tonch of a bepevelent and
graciouns God, it is nothing bas lipstick on a pig.

And that 1= why, [ 53y, Soecialisia is just lipstck on a pig.

We should beware of eamhly wioplan vizicas. The Scopnuores reject them a3
matenzhle becanse of the brokemness of bhumaekivd’s sinful natare. The Bible
resoundingly declaras that Christ and Chaust alone, is the Savior of the world and
nat the govermment.

Zpme who embrace Socialism and proonots it may be well-intendad, tut by
nafure, if is thoreuzhly ant-Christize snd will bankmapt body, soul, and covmtry:
This edrtorial 15 developed froom a few axcerpis of 2 speech by Dr Mark H.
Creech titled: “Socializm: Lipstick on 2 Pig ™

Raverend D Mark Creech 15 Execuiive Direcior gf the NC Chriztian Aciion
League. Tou may contact him af revmarkereechi@chrizianacfonieague. org or
RIR-FET-Da0G

- The Joy of What God has Done

Bw By Jobm B, Sorensen

Take 2 moment. Pawse Feflect an dus pase year. Hoor did
Crod mse yom? Did o expersance the joy of laading somsone
(o many paople) fo JesvsT Great! Then calebrate what God bas
dane.

InLuke L3, Tesus mold us daee stones sbons a lost sheep, a lost
cpin, and a lost son. In each one, 2 grest celsbration was held
when the lost was fovmd. He tells ns moverse 10, “fn the samne wan T el vow, there @5
mfoicimE i the presance of the angels off God over ong siviner who nopernis™ (WNIV)

That joy is contagions. When Tulie joirad A team o wimess in ber commmnity, she
Lrerally felr sick. She had pever shared her faith aud dide’t believe she could do it
Bur thar chanzed when she personally watched someone tum to Jesus. The joy of that
mioment gvercma ber fear, and ber confidence in what Grod conld do began to grow.
Today, she i excited ar every opportaity to share her farth and maines, other balisvers.
hovar to overcouse thair fear of wimessing.

Zeplawiah 317 says that “she LORD your God = with yow, fhe Mighty Waior wiho
sirvas. " WDV WWe mvnst remsrnber that God zoes with 13 when we share His love
with others. He speaks tothe hearts of those who hear Hizs Word Ohr job is stmaply o
share what Fe has done for vs. Bt we also 2t o join the celebration when smnaone
poays to accept Him. Every soul that enters His Fmzdon is word celebraing!

Joy drives us forward. It breaks our baarts for those whe are lost snd zives s the
mornsnnn 10 kesp sharing the Cospsel even when people reject i

Earlier this vear, Brtan bad the oppormuminy to pray with someone o accept Jesns,
He could not conxin his excrfement. “T was able o stand and look at another indnad-
uzl who has gone throwzh the same dunzs Thad aed show hem the goodness of God
and what Ha's dooe in moy Bfe and God neoaed . This was ooy first timie going o,
bt I'mi going o keep 2oinz™

The Apostle Paul nrzes us to keep zoins. He savs in Galatans §:9. "Ler uz mof grow
weary i doing sood, e ot the proper ime we will meap a harvest {fwe do nof grve
up” (MIV).

So, doo’t stop. Let dea poy of celsbrating salvadon propsel vou o keep sharne your
faith teday and into mext year so that others mizht coane o kaow Him.

Ifvou haven't shared vour faith recently, or moybe vou've pever shared it, Thave
good news for you, It's not e late. Yoo can start today. The pentt person you mmeet
may be dasperars 1o find some hope — the hope thar can cnly be offered through Tazas
Clirzst. May (Fod be with vouw 25 you o ot and slare His Love.

Rav Jolm B. Sorensen, DD iz the Prazident/CEQ af Evangeiizm Explosion Inner-
naftonal, headguartered in Arden, N.C. EE has been a leader in equipoing Chriz-
nans fo share telr ik for more than 30 yvears. For more jfres tips and resources,
visi evangelismexpiosion. org.

L

Creef
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

B:30am-5:20om M.TW.E.
Thursday & Friday 8:20-2:00

Grassy

Clo=ed Sunday

Goto Church  WWWigrassycreekclothing.com

www. brenews. com
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Crossword

Crossword 233 and Solotion
Across

1 Take vour ___ and stretch
out vour hand over the
waters of Ezvpt (Exod 7:19)

6 his eves are like the  of
dawn (Job 41:18)

10 Jezebal's husband
(IEing 21:7)

14 Youprepare a___ before
me in the presence of my
enemies (Ps 23:5)

15 He traveled through that
____ speakmg many words
of (Acts 20:2)

16 O my people, put on
sackeloth and _ in ashes
(Jer 6:26)

17 Iwall besiege  ; she wall
o and lamsent (Isa 22-7)

1E the spxth angel poured out
his __ upon the great river
(Rev 16: 12 ETV

19 beast of burden (Psm 32:9)

20 The LORD 15 nghfeons, vet
I __ apamst his command
(Lam 1:18)

220mthe . as they wenf on
thewr joumey (Aets 10:9)

ETV

24 Showmethe  used for
paving the tax (Matt 22:19)

25 But when vou are invited,
take the ___ place
(Luke 14:10)

26 they found the whole road
___wth the clothing
(2 King= 7:15)

29 Zoam and their emvoys have
amived im __ (Tsa 30:4)

31 matenial taken from Emng
Solomon's mmes

32 they _ fig leaves together
and made covermgs for
themsalves (Gen 3:7)

34 reconsider, for my mtegrity
isat__ (Job 6:29)

37 that anomtng 1= . oot
counterfert {1 John 2:27)

39 hes down, hke a honess who
____toromse hom?

(Gen 49:9)

41 Eescue me from the nure do
oot letme  (Ps 69:14)

42 Tt is muine to avenge; I wnll
. In due time
(Deut 32:35)

44 they will __ the rumed
cities that have bean
devastated {Isa 61:4)

46 opposite to windward side
(naut.)

47 Long ago yvou broke off
vour yoke and tore off vour
_ {Jar 2-MN

49 for every trading ship and
every stately _ (Tsa 2:16)

51 the axles, rom=s,  amnd
hubs were all of cast metal
(1 Kinpg= 7:33)

53 made the hearts of the
people  with fear
(Josh 14:8)

54 The LORD reigns, lat the
earth be glad; let the distant
___ rajoice (Ps 97:1)

55the LOED __ the language
of the whole world

(Gen 11:99
9bemrestandat and
none shall make hum afraid
(Jar 46:27)

60 I commanded thee, saving,
___ shalt not eat of 1t

{Gen 3:17) (ETV)

62 KEeepme asthe  of yvour
eve (Ps 17-8)

63 But the word of the Lord
endurath for

(1 Pat 1:25) KTV

64 to settle dovnand _ the
bread they eat. (Il Th 3:12)

65 Prepare for war! ___ the
wamiors (Joel 3:9)

66 Benjamun's  was five
times so mch as any of
thews (Gen 43:34) KTV

67 for the tent a covermmg of
ram skins _ red

(Ex 36:19)

68 Surely I have acted like a
fool and hawve  greatly

(1 Sam 26:21)

Dieam

lwehave seenhis _ inthe
east, and are come to
worship oo (3att 2:23
2 the devil threw him down,
and _ hims (Luke 9:42)

3 First month m the Hebrew
calendar (Exod 23:15)
4Iwill placeawool _ on
the threshing floor
(Judz 6:37)

5 lat's go over to the outpost
of those mmeircumeised
(1 Sam 14:6)

Ghesentfortha . whech
went forth to and fio
(Gen 8.7
7 it goes through _ places
seaking rest (Luke 11:24)
£ positive reply (Luke 11:28)
E_‘I’"T
9 the father of Boaz
(Buth 4:21)

10 On both sides of the seat
ware (1 Eings 10:19)

11 Jesus answered, " Are there
not twehre  of daylhight?
(John 11:9)

12Youareto _ itasan
inheritance for yourselves
(Ezek 47:27)

13 thewmds  and beat
agamst that house
Mdatt 7:27)

21 He ___ its interior walls
with cedar boards
(Emgs 6:15)

23 vou noust cancel any debt
your brother wou
(Dient 15:3)

25 He brought ot Israel,
with sibver and gold
(Ps 105:37)

26 He was crying, and she falt
___ for bam (Fx 2:6)

27 part of the parden of Eden
(Gen 2:16)

28 gather, collect (Gal 6:5)
29 the bndegroom Comes
ot to meet ko (Matt 25:6)
30 mseription that was written-

P
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e
A
]
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MENE, MENE, .
PARSIN (Dan 5:25)
33 zppointed the  of the
priests and the Levites

(Meh 13:30) KTV

35What _ wou that vou keep
on argmng? (JTob 16:3)

36 at the name of Jesus every
___ shonld bow, in heaven
and on earth (Plal 2:10)

38 against those who defrand
____ of their wages (Mal 3:5)
40 He 15 able to open the scroll
and 1t seals (Rewv 3:5)

43 Formy __ 1seasy, and
mry burden 15 hight.

(Mate 11-30)

45 and spoke up forthe  of
all the Jews (Est 10:3)

48 All the birds of
the aar

in 1ts boughs (Ezek
31:6)

50 as from sleep, as
4 man

wakes fromthe
of wine

(P= TB:65)

51 take a sharp
sword and use 1t

as a barber's razor to

your head (Ezek
5:1)

52 Jerenuah from
Amnathoth,

who _ asa
prophet ameng
you (Jer 29:27)
53 Rabbah of the
Armmmonites;

of nmns

(Jer 49:2)

5 All a man's ways
___mnght

to hum, but the
LORD

waighs the heart
{Prow 21:2)

i A L e
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55 Balaam for reward, and
perished m the gamsaymg of
_ (Tude IIYETV

56 let us consider how we may
____one another on foward
love (Heb 10:24)

57 Or ___ let them come to me
for refuge (Isa 27-5)

58 He was a prophet, powerful
mword and _ before God
(Luke 4:19)

6] forthe 15 withered
away, the grass fauleth

(Isaiah 15:6) KTV

Solution on pape 14

Call the agents
who call

North Carolina
home.

828-765-9678

Mitchell Co. Farm Bureau
15/ Skywiew Circle
Spruce Pine , NC 28777

Pirkping you i whal wr do bt
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Obedient Heart Fellowship

Surely That is in the Bible
By Jim Huskins
McDowell County

“(zod helps those who help themselves ™ I heard
thiz stated so often and so confidentdy that T was
sure it was scripture. It 1s not. The concept is frace-
ahle 1o both Buripides and Sophocles, but the modern wording is credited to Eng-
lizh politcal writer, Alzernon Sidney. Benjamin Franklin 4id not coin the phrase.

The oaly way to know what the Bible says is to read it. My campaign for the
Year of Perfect Vision is to encourage every believer to read the Bible start fo
finish over taelve months. If vou do that, you will discover that God’s Word does
not instmact His people to obsenve an event that most Christans bhold dear; Easter
Some of the background of Easter is mentioned in scripture. Genesis chapter 10
tells the story of Moah's great-grandson, Wimred. Verses 10-12 list the cittes he
established. One of them was Babel. The next chapter tells how a famous tower
in Babel was a direct affront to God. Babel was the bepinning of the nation of
Babylon, and Babylon was the source of polytheism The Babylonians were par-
ticnlarly fond of worshipping the sum.

After God confounded the lanFuazes and dispersed the people of Babel, they
camisd sun god worship across the earth: Ba in Epypt, Zeus in Greece, Ddithrs in
Faorme Sum worship is universal. The Babylonians called their sun god Tammus.
Their legends tell that Minwrod married Semiramis. When Wimrod died he was
taken to heaven and mrmed into the aciual sun. Afrer Nimred's death, his widow
was impregnated by the rays of the sun. On December 25th, she gave birth o a
boy which she named Tamnmz At the age of forty, Tamonz was killed by a wild
boar. He was taken to heaven and became the sun god.

Those same legends say that when Semiramis, Tammne's mother, eventualby
died; the gods sent her back to earth in a giant egg. It landed in the Euphrates
Riwer at sunrize on the first Sunday following the vemal equinox. When she barst
from her egz, she proved her divimity by chanzing & bird inte an ege-laymg rabbit.
Sepuramis, the wife of MNmrod, mother of Tanomee. berame the naked fertility
zoddess nfEI.uT:r}'Enmm =smn-pod worship. Following her rehirth, her name vras
Ishtar. The name later changed to Eestra.

Every spring, Babylonian sun-worshippers set aside forty days of mouming for
Tammmz—one day for each year of his life. This period colminated on Ishtar Sun-
day. On that day, they avenged the death of Tammuz by killing 2 wild boar and
eanng ham. The priests of Ishtar made a rimal of impregnaimg virgins during bher
celebration. One year later, they sacrificed the three-month-old babies and dyed
eggs in the nfant’s blood.

The fact that so mawy of these pagan rimals bave come to be considered “nor-
mal™ aspacts of Christian worship is testimony to the fenacity and influpnce of
political and ecclesiastical power centered in fourth-cenmry Fome. Boman society
of that age was built on sun worship. The thin veneser of Christianity implemented
by Constantine I was a political ploy. The adoption of sun pod festivals and prac-
fices made it easier for the Foosn church to appeal to that coliure.

The net resulf is that many centuries later, most Christians enthmsiastically
engaze in the rials of sun god worship convinced that they are acmally wor-
shipping the Creator of the universe. When confronted with the origins of thoss
rimals, they rypically respond. “Well, that's not whart it means to me ™ I have yet
io find any passage of scripiore where God gives us the right o redefine worship
as we see fif.

Cm the other hand the Bible 13 packed with accounts of bow God hates pagan
worship. He called Abraham ont of Babylonian sun-worship so that He conld
begin His chosen naton. He rescued His chosen nation from Egpyvptian sun god
culmra so0 He could lead them to Camasn. He conmmanded His chosen nation to
elimimate entire Canasnite nations partly becanse they were devoted to the practic-
es of sum zod worship. He refermmed to those practices nsing the strongest Hebrew
word. That word is typically ranslated into English as “abomination ™

Dreuteronomy 12 gives God's perspective oo pagan worship. The entire chapier
is sobenmg. Verses 30 and 31 tell us that we mnst mot worship Him in the same
wayv that the pagans worship their pods. Many Christians tell me that Christ has
“redesmed” pagan worship practices, bt the Bible teaches that we should flee
from them Israel did not leam this lesson ungl their pagan worship finally led
them into captivity in Babylon, the source of those abominable acts of worship.
Scriphure specifically mentions practices we associate with Easter. In Ezekie]
2:14-17, the prophet tells of sesing Israslite women weeping for Tammuz at the
enfrance of the Templs and Israelite men in that same locatgon facing the east and
worshipping the sun “Weeping for Tammme™ involved ritual prostitten. God
tells Ezekiel that these practices are sbominations.

This year, the threat of viral pandemic will keep many Christians fom holdmg
np their bands to the sun as it nses, sharing the ham dinner, and hiding colored
eggs; but most will wish they were doing those things. They would tell me that
“GFod knows their heart.” Indeed, He does. His clearly-stated position is that
pagan worship rimals are sill an abomination, and that a heart which deliberately
disobeys Him is not atuned to His ways.

Dio not take nay word for aoy of these things. Please stady and discowver for
yoursalf

Obedient Heart Fellowship believes that the entive Bible iz troe and relevant
We accept salvation by grace throngh faith in Jesus, and we agempt to love and
serve Hm by keeping his commandments. See Eevelation 14:12. We will resume
mesiing each Sabbath—>Seventh Day—in Maron afier present bealth concems
are resolved. Email to receive weskly teaching. lostrangen@mindspring. com

Jie & Deveriy Husking are members af Obedient Heart Fallowship.

Thergfore {Fany man [be] in Christ, (e i3] @ mew creamre; old things are
paszed away; behold, all things are become mew. 2 Corimthions 5:17

NC Baptist Aging

NCBAM Seeks Volunteers
for Rampin' Up 2020
By Carol Layion

Morth Caroling Bapast Aping Mmisry (MCBAR) will
heold its 5th Fampin® Up! on April 25 and MMay 2. The
event, held in conjunction with MC Operation Inasmuch,
comnects vohmteer ramp builders with aging adults in need
all across Morth Capoling.

Peduced mobility and the lack of a safe way to exit their homes lpave mamy
frail aging adults rapped. This enforced isolation can lead to loneliness, depres-
zion and other adverse health affacts.

Viohmteer ramp builders provide the road to
hope! -- mmproving quality of life for those who
rely on wheelchairs or walkers, or who have dif-
ficulty navigatng steps. Famps halp to redace
fall risk and allow easier and more freqoent
access 1o the church, healtheare, and social
ACHvites.

Emilders are needed smatewide! NCBAM can put you in touch with an aging
adult m your compmnity! Put somesne on the road to hope today! Call WCBAM
&t 877 50622245

Clarol Layton is the Direcfor off Communications and Adminiziration for NCBAM
at Bapeirt Children's Homes of North Careling

NEW 2020 Ram 1500 Big
Horn Crew Cab 4X4

4.7 Liter HEMI Engine, NIGHT
Editian, Big Hom Leve! 2 Equip-
ment Group, 84" Touchscreen
Dispiay, Heated Seafs & Wheal

HUGE DWSCOUNTS & BEST
DEAL ANYWHERE!!

NEW 2020 Ram 1500
Rebel Crew Cab 4X4

3.7 Lier HEMI w' Eforque
Enginz, Rebe! Level 2 Equipmant
Group, Trader Tow Group, B.4"
Touchscreen, LOADEDN

MSRP §57,010.._ Come in or
Call For MASSIVE Savings!!

MEW 2020 Ram 1500
Laramie Crew Cab 4X4
Diesel

3.0 Leer Turbo Diasel Enging! 20
MP5 Hay! Leather Seafing
Night Edifion, 84 Display, Lara-
mia Lewel 2 BEquipment Group
This Truck Is Bad To The
Bone!!

CHRYSLER - DODGE - JEEP - RAM

44 Worley Road
Marion, NC 28752

(828) 559-9014

worw bicnews. com
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Fre pare for Tomorrow
Bw Timn Tron
Burke Coundy

The mist bumg on the mountain liks the memory of an
ald friend that vou dide’t want to forges. Walking amongzst
the towenng Poplars and Piees, one coulda't kelp feeling
the sease of majesty affordad to one who took the time to
implore this reabm. Mighty colunns that seemed to reach
o the sky bkeld the empiy canopy above, shrouded m the
foz. Drops of dew-like moishure pitter-pattered npoa the
stll winter landscape. Looking out upon the edzs of 2
pasmre, oo whar would be a vista on a clear day, there was nothing bur ap empty
void of whitenass, the mvstery of the tmkpown God kad a purpose for me being
here on this trail today.

Grod’s puopose is o everything we do, whether wa rezlizs it or not

Ay mind thought abont all that was wanspitog inoour world snd the fear thar
bz overwhelmed our conamy, That mystery of not koowing has people literally
held capfive. Some fear to leave their homes, while or others self-quarantine o the
cornmendakle effoar to thwart the spread of illness.

Thaose who are consvaned with frighs cling to every word being speaed by
the media. Much like those disciples who cowered n the upper room after the
cacifizion of fesus. Their world bad collapsed, and af that moment, all hope was
lost. Wiiile most feared what would bappen pext, soans kneli n praver and songhs
suidance for what was (o comes, Their pravers would soon be answered oo the
third day. They had not miven up bope buar instead kept on, praying and fasting for
the preparation of what was to come.

Today, even thoeugh many bave sesminzly givan in to the hype, thera yet again
some are taking the tmie to tun ovward aed seak His puidance in this trowhled
world. The lamer is, in essence, preparing for the fufure and what s vet 1o come.
The thought of moantain tratls and springnme began {0 creep mto my boaes ths
past weak. On the mountain, the spows have all ot melted. That sall small voice
seamed to whisper o me, “Tow s the ome o prepare. " That being said. T scon
found moyself — thanks to the bhelp of my IT colleazae, Shawn Whiterer - i the
bowals of the Varsiny Gymnzsium on the camnpus of App. State Undversiny.

The wall in front of the meadmill was mads of cream-colorad, painted cinder-
Blocks. To the left, hung a far panel TV which was mrmed off, 1ts blank screen a
reflection of 2 modem-day tormare chamber in which I stood. To find this place,
v have to traverss 3 series of doors, kallway:, and smirwells, contdrwally sporal-
ing downward, like seaking the depths of an ancient dungeon [was mthe newly
rapovated staff exerciza center, battar kpown 25 the hasement of the Varsity Gym.
T the dght of where T steod, bung a chart describing the vamons pans of the body
that were being rewarded by all of the implements of torrore lindng both walls of
the room Below the meadmill, just fo the dzht, was 3 wire. meial fn blowins
with all its might ap attelpt to give oue the impression of bamg io the real world
Slowly, after reading over the various mechanisios necessary 1o safely operate
the mackine, my lezs bezin to move on the magic carpes beneath oy feet. The
“Folling Hills" workour option canzhe my eye, so when the button was selected
imrediately, limle red LEDs indicanng the intepsity of the incline that was about
to kick in bagan hlinking

Ay eves remaived fransfived wpon the blinking dots. a pulsames echo of
rme washed thrangh my being

Beneath me, my legs started to chury 3 farmilisr pattern. Before long, withont
even knowing it, the road of yesteryear began to appear. [T's fonoy how the body
can fall o far bebind what the mind remembears. Soane call it mnscles memory.

I prafer o think of it as the countless miles of maining erched into your soul.
Whatever it 15, before [ knew i, my stride had returped to shadow of the former
self, and as it did, the pace began to pick ap vwidl there was a smoothness. [Twas
then the mind stared to fnd its niche, o longer was there 2 blank wall before
me but rather, the opsn road of nay yowth, the zsphalt-rovered country roads that
ran like veins through the patchwork land of comfialds in the southem Indizna
cotmrysida.

Abead of me ran the bropzed fizure of my friend and raiwng buddy, Scon He-
ams. He was at least sin-feat tall and had 2 natural stide. He was half Cherokes
aud aften texsed me thar it meade bim a patral roonar, His long black hair bouneed
off his shonlders as be slowly pulled awsy. He madea it look ezsy as [ fought o oy
o stay mear him. The heat of the stammar was oo ooy back. My body drapk itin,
thirstng for the wanoth of radizet enarzy. The air was beavy with the rich smeall
of the comfields that lined both sides of the read. The sound of the wind mmsled
throngh the nmlcmds of leaves thar formed the canyon walls of corn stalks that
sesmed 1o reach to the sky. There were no cars, oo bubtub of life other than the
sonnd Scott’s fading footsteps, and that of my hearbear matcling the pacs of nuy
feet upon the road, OF o the distance, [ conld bear an old gram mack rartling
down a nearly kighway. We were on the thres-nuls circle that started and stoppad
on our road thar compectad to the loop. It was the first fime I had sver mun any
length of distance Itwould be the length to which my [ife wonld be meanured.
Srom had asyured me that if we conld mom ches “couarry mile ™ we conld easily
maka the Castla High School Cross Counnry team.

Sweat began to tickles doam my temples as moy body worked 1o cool itself
In that formier itnage, my entre being was already swathed in 3 thick layer of
perspation. This preseat workout, mouch like that of befors, was preparaion.
How, ttwas to find whers I was physically and to see if T mizght be ready fior the
open road. Then it was mo s2e If my body was capable of mying owt for the ream.
My Biology teacher, Mr Edwardson, had invited me to try out, and so when I
had mennoned to 300w, be sugzested we prepare so that when we showed up,
wa wouldn 't be blown away. Liftle did we know back then what o would take to
endure 8 season of maining and racing in ordsr to competa. It would take far more
than a simple three-mile nu. Mow, much like then chers was much to constder

The differsnce was mme and age, both
axcallent tezchers. Tes, thers was another
differance a5 well; T was alone There was
oo Scoft to push me anyvioore, just the
longing fo retom o ao “akbility.” But it was
more than thar There was a feeling of a
purpose in this as in the Proverbs passage,
“The horse [is] prepared agams? the day of
Dbarrle: but sqfety [iz] af the LORD. ™

Ce might say, that whar starred today in
the mym was the praparation o 2o our be-
youd the four walls of the Varsity Gym and
ot into the roads and bv-ways of Boons,
which, if the plan would allew, o End
nmiyself running the twails aloag the patkway
when the weather improved: o cnoe moTe
renrn to that fesling of being cns with (God
To those who koow, thers 13 a moueness
when nuuing when your body cap achieve 2 cemain level of fmess whers there
iz limtla 0 po exerton It is then that moy nund seems to be more able to lasten o
God than at any other fme. The preparation reminded me of more than just the
physical waiwing, bar also thar which we should wark toward every day: reading
and shanng God"s Waord.

Setin the remote valleys of the Cottisn Alps, the oy enclave of stone stmac-
maras lay hidden upon the Alpine mmmtainside Their inhabitants, students of
the Grospels and their teackers knoam culy as “Barkd,” which they were called in
the auciear languaze of the valleys, which meant Uncle. Thers, through the long
brueal wingers, the smdents studied the Word, mementzing scripnoes and testng
one another. As the Bible says, “Iron sharpaneth iron; 1o a man sharpeneth the
countgnancg g Ris_frignd ™ Tust like my friend pushed me in mwy vouth o obtain
2 greater lavel of swangth, so wo did these Thaological wamiors, as they prepared
for what lav beyond the four walls of their granite college. It was the num of the
first millennnun, and the Foman Cathelic Church wartad to conmol the souls of
bhumarity. To do so, they chained their Bibles to the Church pulpits, dizallowing
amvone to raad or bold o thedr possession 2 copy thersof.

This cluster of stone reoms became kpown s the “Barba Cellege,” and fromn i,
the peopls of the valleys, known as Waldensians, wonld go forth actoss Europe,
avangalizing the Word of God wearly §00 vears before the Reformanca. Thay
knew from what others had discovered, thar their ves depended upon knowing
the Word bevond just being able to simply read the Hebrew and Greek scrolls, but
that they wonld also kave o koow it in their bearts. Pand tells us, in kds leder o
Timpethy, “Srudy to shew el approved wnro God, g workwan that meaderh not
ra be ashamed, rghtly dividing the word of ruti. ™ The penalty for being caught
with the writter Word of God was dearth.

Tt was 3 desparate trne. Fear could have kepr them bostzge within thoss four
walls, but they knew thar thers was a purpose 2]l thar they did, and bacanze
God had given ther the Word, itwas their duty to share it with 21l of marking.
As the voumg men wained through thoss harsh Alpine winters, they grew stron-
gar oot only in their sbhilites 1o survive plovsically but also in the defensa of
their faith, Capakble of kiking for mdles in the arduons Alpine terrain, their bodies
becane has hardened as their faith became embaldensd. They didn't just koo
their Bible; they livad it. When the spring thaws began to break open the hereto-
fore hidden passes, they wonld leave the safery of the valleys. It was their duty,
As Tewns kad commanded, “ 0o ve thengfore, and reach all natons, baprizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Som, and gf the Holy Ghozt: Teaching them
fo ebserve ail things whaizoever I have commanded you: and, lo, T am with you
aliways, even unio the end of the worid. _dmien. "

It fs said thar the seads of the Paformation were planted with the blood of the
Waldensian martyrs.

Today, as we wam o zo forth, both plysically apd mentzally, L=t us not be
blinded for reasons that offer a linke reward, bt rather stve o s28k a purpose for
which is much more profitable. Asvaken to what purpose you were made and pre-
pare for what is 1o come. We keow oot what temorrow sy bring, 2o oo 211 things
ready yoursalves. “dnd that, mowing the time, that now [T i) lgh tme fo awaks
out gf sleap: for wow [is] our ahafion nearer than when we believed. ™

Thea lirtle rad dots are blinking, cee heartbeat ara mme. Can't vou hear thosa
mountain patkowvays calling?

Turn off the TV, and the media’s relentless puarsait of pandsmominvm. apd thiek
of what von can do to prepars for whart is pext. Dlon't let the fog of socieny’s fear
kaep vou frozan.

Thare is 3 purposs in evervibing we do. You have been affordad this fme for a
reason. Dion't wasts it

Thome is short.

Are vou ready to ma’”

Thavks be to God.

Timarhy W Trom lves in Collertoville, NCO with iz famaly. He is the former
Director of the Trail of Faith m Taldene, where be still volunteers and helps wiih
faurs. He now feaches Marh Al fme ar Wanauea High School in Boone. He iz

rhe aquthor of @ sew Chetstian sermes, "Children gf the Light " with the first book
being, “Bruecks fo Heaven,  and Riz recent book, being the second, "The Light in
rhe Darkness. ' He is an active blogeer, ariizt, and musician. Timerhy alro has a
BIEE from UF and is a Lay Speaker. He can be reached ar hwtrosdliive.com

For God vo loved the world, that he gave iy only begosien Son, thar whoseever
beligveth in kim shonld noi perivh, bur have everlasdng life. John 3:14
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Press Release: Feb. 25, 2020

Dogwood Health Trust Awards More Than$3.7
Million in Immediate Opportunities and Needs (ION)
Grants to 259 WNC Organizations

Asheville, W.C. — Diozwood Haalth Trust has swarded more than 33.7 millico to
a diverse rapge of 252 nooprofit and governunent agencies fom every county and
tha Cnzalla Boundary in Westem North Caroling through s Invnediate Opportuni-
des and Meeds (IO zrant program. OF the 492 applicants. 53% were awardad a3
grant, with the average award amount totaling 314 600, Of those fipded 34% of
requasts will advance equity or reduce dispartes.

“Onginally, we planned to begin fanding in f211 2020, buf the board was eager
to begin mvesting m the conwoanity at the starn of the year ™ said Janice Bt
chair of the Dogwood Health Trust board of directors. “The purpose of this rovasd
of fundieg was o mest inunediate neads and boild inifal ralameeships throvghonr
our region. We plaw to use what we learnad frovn this round of fmding fo infonm
tha work we're doing now o desizn our straregic indtatves. Mesdng anediate
weeds 1s one thing, but what we really want o do s move the peedle oo key issnes
and mzke lasong change ™

An inial bodzet of £2.5 million was allocated to the IO grant program. "COhar
goal throuzhout the [0 granmaking process foonsed on awarding grants to 3
diverse rapresepration and on inciusion v our 18 couwtes apd Qualls Boundary
region ™ satd Jackie Simuns, chair of the programs and grants conumines, “We
gave partcular amention fo smaller povprofits beadguarered in the countes and
mbe sarved by Dogwood and to crganizations led by peopls of coler Choosine
recipiants was 2 challspzing apd awe-inspiring task; so mawy orgavizations are
doing such important woerk inoour region.”

ICH grant awarded will suppeort affordable housing development, dependabla
cars for wooking famtlies, cybersecunity anprovements, roof repairs, and a por-
table Z-rav device, 1o pame 3 few. The Hendersoowille Fescue Mission located
just off Seventh Averne in doamiown Headersoowille recaived a grant to offet
unforeseen costs associated with their Dav Center expansioa project. This expan-
sion project will take the curmrent Day Center space fom 758 square feat to 2700
sguare feet. providing much-needed space for personal byziens and bealih needs,
resources for job seekers, and a charging staton for its clients. Once complare
the Diav Centar expects miple the number of client visits, drarnancally mpacting
the disparities associated with people who face extramme poverty, including thosa
who are homeless or bave madeguate hovsing conditons, have Ionited access
te sanitaton facilidies, or access to commmnity resourcsas, W are so gratafal mw
Diogwood Health Trest for walking alongside us to address this growing need
in our conmomdty,” said Anthony Mohlioe, CEC of the Hendarsonvills Besoue
Mizsion. “This additonal funding will allow us to address wmexpected costs and
complese the Day Canfer expapsion.”

L0 grawts awardad were in aliznment with Deswood's work to Improve
Lkezlth and weliness aod address the secial determuinants of health in the region. Ta
see a fll list of award recipients or to leam more abont Dogwood Health Trust's
grant oppormudtes, including the Leveraze Fund, vizit waw.dbrore,

Dogwood Health Trust 15 a Marth Caroling povprofit corporation with the sole
purpose of dramatcally improving the health and well-bamg of all people and
comunnmities of Western Morth Carolinag, Dogwood Health Trust becamie op-
eratonal npon the ssle of Mission Health's assets to HCA Healthoare and is the
recipient of the pet proceeds of the sale. To leam more, please visit wwaw.dhi.org.

Mledia Contact Erca Allison, Formation PE. + Brand
EE. Lizizon for Dogwoeod Health Trast

encasd fonmatonpr.oom

Bledia Call: E28-320-5083

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You 1o

Celebrate Recoveny

Thursdays at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

828-652-4525

McDowell County Farm Bureau
21 Buncombe 5t

Mlanion, ML, MC 2B752
T i i i Bt et s M

T dsme

Redeemed Free Will Baptist Church

Windows Of Heaven
By Patmicia Tackson
MeDowall County

In 2 Eings, Chapter 4, a serions fanune was In Samana,
resulong o starvaton and even cannibalism, Fipg Je-
horam, ruler gver the sonthern kingdom wmibes of fudah and
Benjamin, blzmed Elisha and planned to havs him killed.
Hewevar, in Chaprer 7. God revealed to Elisha the king's
plans and thar flonr and barley would be availzbla the next
dav. The massenger did not believe Elisha's words. He was leoking ar the raality
of the sttuaton: the starving people, the diminishing anioals and te duraton of
the famdne. Alse, the amuy of Svra was besieging Samaria, The word that food
would be availabla fomorrow was ahmest too good 1o be mee. He doubted the
power of God and the messenger of God. He replied “Babold, if the Lord wonld
make windows in haaven, might this thing be” His reply quastions the muthfnlness
of God's promdsas, that 2 new thing or sudden thing carmot ke mue. He was look-
ing ar the simuation, the starvaton, and suifering and did not have his eves on God
Elisha’s reply was if will happen, and you will se2 it with vour own eyes, bat you
will not eat of it. This was a harsh jdzsment upon the King's officer

As T read these scripmres, Iwondered if his response of dishalisfwas rypacal
of most who do not kpow the powear of the Lord. We maw hear the waord of God
from God's ancioted. bat oot believe it will happen. znd thus, we do oot beaefic
from 3 muracle or promuses of God Belief takes farch, Are we foo prone to ook at
cicumstances, rather than belief through faith? If we doa't belisve the word, then
we have no basis o belisve for a miracle. We omst believe with our heart and not
our head, remembering nothing s impossible with God. It doesn’t matter how
good or how bad things look. God is s1ll on the throne, and ke can do aoviking
if we will have faith apd believe Tlnbeliaf stops God from working in our lives
That will keep the Windows of Heaven closed for a miracle, While the King apd
his meszenger did pot have farth, Elisha did. and God had 2 plan fo cnce azain
save iz people, Tarasl.

Tha Hebrew word for windows of Haaven rafers to sluice zares. Imagine an
apormons dam, water backed up behing ivinto 3 great lake. When the shuice gates
are opened. rushing torrents of water are relzased. It is the same way with God's
word and prommizes.

The phrase “windows i Haaven” 15 meatored two more mmas in the bikle
Geaesis T:11 “fn the six hundredth yoar of Noah 5 Iife in the second manth, the
savenigenth day of the month, the zame day were il the founnains of the grear
aeep broken wp, and the windows of Hemeen were apaned . The suTging torrent
reprasented udsment on the world

Malachi 3:10 “Sring ve all the fithes info the riorehouse, thar there may be moar
in mine howse, and prove me now herowith, saith the Lord gf hozts, §f D will not
apen you the windsws gf heaven, and pour veu out a Mezzing, that thare shall mot
Bg room enough o receive 7 God wants his people to mive their dthes and than
He will provide evenr more blessings for them.

We can open the windows of Haaven in our persoaszl Hves, to raceive bless-
ings and muiracles. We must feed oo the word of God, thereby increasing our farth
in belteving. It's also mportant o “do somethinz™ In verses 3 & 4, the lepars
rose up at dusk spd went oo the Symian amay where they found food and wers
susmained. They also informed 5 amaria there was food nthe empiv enenty camp
There are many scripiares mdicating that action moast take place to receive a
muracle. Example; “Fise up and walk”, “Go wash n the pool of 3iloam™ and “Go
show vourself 1o the prisst”.

When we beliteve and do something we will 3ee the windows of Heaven open
up to mest onr neads.

Parrcia Jackron ix the dszizstant Teacher for the Ladies Class at Redeemed Free
Wili Bapsist Church, Glenwood, NC. 5he iz g grant writer for nan-profics. a
pubiizhed author and refived Nursing Howme Adminiztrater  She lhves in Ruther-
Jord Coundy with her husband, Contact dpformanon; emall address: wyolgow
Bbalizouth. net.

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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There iy mo fear in love; bar perfect love caxeedh our fear: because fear hath ror-
meni He that fearedh iv not made perfect in love. 1 Jobn 4:18

47 /E’szm;fr*

FUMERAL SERVICE &
CHEMATORY

Service with Dedicarion & ¢

Tﬂn'lf'n'" fon

Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved One.

With over 165 years of combined expenence serving Burke,
Catawba, and Caldwell County families, the owners and staff
of Hentage Funeral Service and Crematory are commatied to
helping famibes plan a personal and meaningful ceremony that
celebrates life and begmns the much-needed healing process.

Get in Touch -
Our Team of
Professionals Are
Standing By rfo Help

Business Hours

1507 E. Main 3t. ‘ Phone: (828) 874-0411 VR 5
_ M —aun: Jam — JHm
Valdese, NC 28690 | Fax: (828) 874-5390 24 Hour Availability
Next Best Thing o Famly,
Mitchell County
Transportation

828-688-4715
Where we treaf you hke famly

Retirement Resource Management

Free Financial Planning

By Steve Gaito
MeDoweall Coumty

As the nation prapples with the coronavimes pandemic,
we face umprecedenied challenges that will require all sec-
tors to collaborate for the public geod, including finding
ways to support the millions of fnancially at-risk Ameri-
cans who will need quality financisl planning and advice
mare than ever before.

Az g CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNEE. practitio-
per, [ have partmered with the Foundation for Financial
Planning {(FFE) to provide pro bono financizl planning to thoss in need. FEE will
provide support resources and networks to help provide this zid at no cost to in-
dividuals and businesses in need. To be honest this is unchartered waters for most
and will be 3 leaming expenence for ahmoest everyone. By utilizing FFP resources
I can efficiently help those impacted by this umique snd devastatng crisis. While
the lasnng effects of this pandemic are vet to be fully understood, FFP will be a
ereat resource for me during this difficult peried.

It is myportant to know that throngh this program there zre no fees charged for
planmwing services. I also agree to not sell any product or service to yow. This will
be 2 limmited-term engapement focused on your immediate neesd and not vour long-
term financial plan. I am here to belp you get through this crsis.

Who is 3 good candidate for this plamimng?
= Experiencing financial challengzes due to unemployment
= Loss or reduction of wages
= Health-related expenses
= Impacted Small Businesses
= Difficulty in paying morigaze or rent
= Difficulty in paying uilites
= Worried sbout the downium in the Stock bMarker

These are just a few of the topics [ expect to discoss with people, but it is not
8 complete list. The reality is if you have guestions about awy financial topic that
has impactad you or your company and want another qualified person to help
you figure out what to do, [ 2m here to help. I have owver 27 years of planning
experence and have been a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLAWMEE. practifiones
since June of 2005. I have worked with small and large businesses with cash fow
and debt. Through FFP I will have resources to address the Pederal Governmoment
programs as they become available. For individuals, I managed money through
200 and have experienced several dowmnhams in the market. I will help you take
advantaze of the plans available through the Federal Crovermment too.

The key takeaway with this event is
1. You did nothing wrong
2. It would have been difficult to plan for this
3. There will be help available to you
4. I wanf to use ny expertise to halp von take advantage of everything thar can
halp yon get back on your feet

The best way o contact me is through email at steveigretirerm. com bt you can
also contact my office at (828) 550-0299.

I look forward to helping you recover from this hopefully once in a lifetime
BVEIM

Steven W Gnaite o a certffied financial planmer. ovner of Faith Based Health Care
and Renremant Resource Management, National Speaker on the topic gf Social
Security optimization, gueted in national publicanons Iike Money Mapazime, U5
News and World Report: and Fox Busingrz. Lover fo educate and teach on firare-
cial topics fike faxafion gf refiremant accounts, long term care, healthcare, and
gfficient svings plan: for small busimesses. Har provided finameial plawning for
missionaries throngh the International Miztion Board.

__J

D}rﬂl Rﬁ:'l Mulch
Pine and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
Now Dﬂ':ﬁng Wood-waste
Recyling Stumps, Limbs, Brush
Call for Dump Fees

12715 Hwy 22

()f

Mccl‘“e Constry

GRAVEL YARD

See Us on Facebook

Ctlo 11

Decorative Gravel
Washed Stone
5 Sand
S ':-i.pt‘llt:t! Pine bl Crred
6 1 69 Public Welcome
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Burke County Public Schools

BCPS Hosts First County-
Wide Archery Tournament

By Jonelle Boback
Burke Coumiy

Morzanton, WC — Wednesday, March 4th, 2030

Burke Coumty Public Schools recently held its first
couniy-wide archery toumament imvolving elementary
schopls. Archers from all over the county descended on
Greorge Hildebrand Elementary School and competed
apainst each other n nmifiple different fights.

This was the first mme Burke County elementary schools and individual archers
competed against each other in 8 county-wide competition. George Hildebrand
Elementary School’s archery team ranked first, Forest Hill Elementary School
placed second and Icard Elementary School landed in third place.

The top 10 stodent archers starting with first place were as follows: Brooks
Brown of George Hildebrand, Gatlin Ford of Salem Elementary School, Shoy-
anna Magni of George Hildebrand, Lily Lowman of George Hildebrand, Cooper
Price of Hillcrest Elementary School, Jayden Yang of George Hildebrand, Triston
Gooden of Forrest Hill, Eafie Agmilar-Famirez of Forrest Hill, Joe Tate of Glen
Alpine Elementary snd Allie McIntosh-Imion of Geerge Hildebrand.

Merhan Armonr-Seteale. physical education teacher at George Hildebrand has a
paszion for archery snd helped to bost the tonmament

Ammour-Steele said, “The first Burke Coumty Elementary Schools 10 Aeter
Toumament was
a hnze success.
It was wonder-
ful to ses the
excitement and
the skills of the
PaITicipaing
student archers,
as well as the
fremendous sup-
port from their
paTents, Fmests,
schon] personns]
and adminisira- sl _
tors that at- - !

ended. Michael  r.; cnidents recond their shots at the targer after one of the
Steele was also  grape

insmumental in

organizing this fournament, and we had temendous support from Mrs. (Faren)
Anton, in order to make this fournament 3 success. It is one that I bope and be-
lieve will continne in years to come.™

She believes archery to be an important part of her students” lives that grves
them a sense of success,

Along with the BCPS toumament, the Worth Carplina State Infernational
Bowhonting Organization 30 Tournament was held at East Burke High School re-
cently where several BCPS students were recognized. IMatalie Bell, of East Burke
AMiddie School, placed first overall in the competition. Lily Lowman, of Georga
Hildebrand Elernentary, was awarded fourth place overall. Jayden Yang was given
ninth place overall. BCPS schools that participated were Forest Hill Elementary,
East Burke MMiddle, Fay Childers Elementary and George Hildebrand Elementary.
There were a total of 111 participants fom Morth Carolinza.

Ammour-5Sreele said, “Archery gives smdents — from all backerounds and abili-
fes - the opportumity to participate in a disciplined sport, as well as learn a life-
long skill. I think ome of the biggest proponents of this proeram is that we tend o
reach those sindents that may not necessarily be your more common traditional-
sport athlete. It gives those individuals an opportonity to be successful at a team
and mdividual sport, that is more non-raditional — as well as gzin s fife-long
skill ™

Dr Larry Pumam Burke County Public Schopls Soperintendent said. “Great
job to all of our archers, Ohar first ever local archery tournament was a sucoess aod
is the result of a growing program within Burke County Public Schools. I can't
thank Mike Steele and Meghan Anmour-5Steele enonzh for their bard work and
dedication to making sure our stisdents have this opporianity. Archery has been
one of the many posinve things that empower our smdents to be the best they can
be. I would like to say thank you to all the teachers, school personnel and offi-
cers with the Morth Caroling Wildlife Respurces Conumission who helpad to put
together this apportunity for our stodents. My hope is that stadents and the com-
onmity contime to see the benefits that this sport can bring ™

Visit this link to see foll results from the competition — BCPS Archery Touma-
ment Besul

Jonelle Bobak is the Marketing and Commumnicanion: Specialist for Burke County

Public Schools. She is a praduate af Gardner-Webl University and Draugin High
Schoo! and lives in Drexel. She has a background in journalisn and enjays trovel-
ing, crochating and spending time with frends and family
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LAKEFRONI = LOTS
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Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Reallor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy, Yy hitzonRealiv.com | denniswas YWhitsonRealtycom

Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

« Freedom Auto Detalling

« Freadom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

= Cozy Cabin - Colffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

THE Wast Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » 828-559-2T00
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Releasing Control
By Pam Jenzen
Mitchail County

"Far the Sniir Cod gerve us dogs nor wake 1o fod, but gives s
ponser love amd seff discipling. ™ 2 Temodoyl 7RIV

IThsve a conmrod probleny [ suess that amyoae tat knows me
wiodd seres. Althoush for vears T thowzht moy “strong wad was
2 smensth. [ oonld look a0 a sitnaton and ses the “mizht answer™
the “correct sohamon™ “the way it should be done for best reanlis™
Weah | I'mipochably de onby cos who thougls that was a steesd

Tihink T do bave a logispoal o Tinunedsssely can look af 3 rask aad see de steps o
accomplish . The problem is §alse see thar when I look arother’s lives as well, Expecially
oy children As a moother, T always wanbed oo spare them the mowbles and pidalls T saw
them headims towands. Whale ' aure that's mae fior most moms, T also wanted o solve
thedr problams for them rather than lef fem farl md faume out bow oo zolve them tem-
selves

Add to nay logrstcal myind and ney contral isswes the face dest Taro 3 womer and whatwa
have bere is 2 problam. Twoary shout ooy children znd now try grandchdld. [ womy aboa
what T can’t contred. Doy about what Tozn’t see in the fufure. [ wormy sbowt wistbad
thinzs mighs happen o any of us o oy loved cass. I wormy about beine misunderstood .
mian, [ especially hate oae

Idoar T have heard every sermon sbout worry and conmol. IF's wet what Grod inrended fior
15 and it isn't how He has made vs to fimction. He has ceated v w0 oot beive a spirt of fear
ar wory. He wants vs 1o rely on Him Mot cursebves. He wames vs 10 believe fdut He can
seg how our lves should vafiodd, how cor problenes showdd be solved. We are o believe
tzt Ha luas s 21l m the palm of His hand and wants ooty good forns

T vy heare Thenpw thas. B de miese vy children leave for 2 mip I pray and then
procaad to weorry when Thaven't heard froms them When 3 fanchy mernber i3 sick, [peay
and them procesd o gooele the remedies. Thiat tan't lesine go and leming God That's not
letting gooat all, It's defimitely somedung that I am working oo in nry personal e Mayvbe
theat's whart the sorprure means by seli-discipline,

TWith the oErent wiorld crisis avoumd the Covid-19 (Coreaa Vims) pandeniic, Toould see
bonw fhis could ke vz 2l feeling ke we ae losing conmel and also have v filled with
woary. This is sommedhing that we have pever faced and i chapgng so rapidly fuat 5 sorme-
tirnes feels fke the world s just sploming ot of coafrol snd we can't hold oo But we can
bold coto HIV. We don't kave to wiorry or fesl owt of conmrol. We just have to bold onm
the OME who conmols i all, Cuwe ting 35 for sure, God was not surprised by this pandsmic.

God also doss not create us o be tindd Dlost people wrouldn't describe nis as 2 moid
person bar achezlly, T ik T am a bit Tdo v to be srons and overoome ooy mescunfies
(o at leass kade deeay wall) b T2 timd wihem it comes to steppmes oot on nyy own, Lika
ke vy bilos hepedwonazgratefal zirl com publie.  And then ralline friends koot 1t
And fhen stepping out 1o share with voal, the readers of the Bhee Fidse Christan Maws, 5o
mserure. Mavhe a lntle scared of being judzed, of bemns lanshed at I'm pretty sare some
af both of that has happened as some have read oy posts. (52 what T mean™)

Bun I felt compalied 1o share At first I'wezs wrinng and shames recipes and memionies
Just for oy dsughiers. Like 2 viminal recipe box and resmory boak for tem. Bhaf then T
s smomEly felt God's tdze 1o let others in So bere Tam Mot beins trsd Wall mayhe
T 2 =il a lirde timdd ahons sharing nyy personal thoshits and feelings. Bt I am trying
to release conrol and et God do with tws what He will. If soros laneh or judss, Thave m
balisve fust T am spposed to st pregs on and share what God has oo noy haart. 3 adhe He
will nse one post, ope sentenss fo fowch someone or encorage them, or help them realize
thear af least one persomn (ie) 1= 10 the same hoar with tiems. Tust rvine o love God and love

5o, I will keep sharms. with keve, witvout beins drnid and pray thas I ;m m His will I
s, [ kmoaw that Ha will bless my bloz, A Grarefal Gal, and this colwon. And Twill pray
that Ha blesses somecne else drough it

And so, I challenge you, What are youw oz oo oo o your ™ Whar are yow tinnd
ar afraid of that i bolding vwou back from semething vou feel a madee o do” Witke this
SCTIPDATS 00 8 poa-i-nore mnd puat i oo wour nurar, oncvour laptop, oo vour car dashboard.
And remember, especially diring fis aying dme mowr world. .. For e Spanir God gave
ns does not reke vs trod, bat zoves us power, love, and self-discipine.

Pany Jensen iz the weiter mid creaior giftne ifsnde biog "4 Graigh Garl™ winch femnaes
encoumsemen. @ fis on grannade with some lifestds oo and recipes fmown e good
migamre’ P 11 mrried to Jack and fur two dmugiitars, nwo great son-ie-lmes aed @ maw
rennidagier Georera Grace. Tou coan foad her postz on Jissgeram and Faceboak and on
her Blog ar g e geregusirl com.

Al gier sins and grigh to bear
And what a privilege fo carry
Everything fo Gred in prayer

Mz finished her song. “Mow watch those bad spois™, she mold me.

I nodded beczuza I couldn't speak. T was realizing what had just happered T real-
ized whar an arparing ropmmant T had just expenenced Thad just beard Ramaw
Aflzs simg. Ir's not that oy Mamaw hasp't ever sung
b=fore or that ker volce is that spectacular She kasa't
aver lost her speach due 1o 2 smoke or illness and
then radiscovered it Mor was this the Srstmea I had
aver heard her smug. But, I looked at Mamaw beside
me, filling the jars with beans; I saw ber doing a bit
of a hoblle to the stove due fo the discomfort of the
pincked werve; I saw ber walls covered tn picnuoes of
bar children and gravdchildren; I remembared the tin
zign by the door, and it was that it dewned on me, st
bhow moch Mamaw loves Jesus. In thar morment and
all thronzh her life. Mamaw has chozen to find her in
Joy m Jesws. Mlamaw has chosen to be jovial, even
taroush her pain and suffering. no mater bow nuld or
zevere. And just like oy chosen child of God shonld do, she proclaims her lova
for Him.

I snapped out of my thoughkts when Mamaw said “That does it We are done!
Wheww! I'm glad those beans dido’t g0 o waste.”™

I cammied the newly flled jars to the basement and put them on the shelf T
washed the dishes and bhelped MMamew pur awsy the caming things. As T wiped
the coumiers, she cames camving two of the jars wa just canned and handad them o
me.

“Mow I keow you're tred and your MMamaw Sharrel probably has your suppsr
ready. 5o, burry oo over and e thar von all zet these beans with suppar™

“Thank won, Mamaw. But, come with e or 1t me coak your suppsar ™

“Tlaw, I'm a goin to stay home and ezt beans for supper. [ really appraciated
vour belp. I never could have doae it without you I love vou, Hannab Yon mean
sp mach o me. You really do”

“Tlove you Mamaw. You'll mever konow bow noach you mean 1o me ™

“Tlow ma along, b you come back o s22 me some time. | promdse oot oo put
you to work.” She laughed. “We'll sit and tfalk pext dme. Hopefally, 1 feel better
znd I'IL cook wa' something to ear”

“0a! T'1 be back Mamaw, dea't yvouw worry” [ said and then off T went, down
that gravel road.

That dzy happened a few vears back, bt the memory of the day I heard my
Mamaw sing the day I really read tee sizn by the door and the day I canned grasn
baans with Mamaw sull live: on and makes for a story that T will tall all oy life.
Wlamaw, I hops you Enow that one day when I'm old apd have a bome and & fam-
ilv of my own there will be a liftle fin sigm that’s nailed by my door and the sign
will read “As for me and oy house wa will serve the Lord ™ People will notice
nay listle sigm and they will notice oy love for Jesus, And if they should zsk about
my sign, Iwill say “Ic's oue, in my bouse we love Jesus, [ bung thar linle sign =0
whoever epters my home, they will know bow nwach I love Hon and bhow much
I lowe my Mlamaw.™ Then [ will tall them the storv. The story of a liftle woman
znd the story will go... In a Worh Carolina conuominy, down in a holler, in a
Llittle honse, lived 2 woman. A woman of great cowrags, momeasurable love, and
2 great desire o live for her Lord. Time had always given her age & number, bt
har youthfinlpess :eemed arereal. Her wisdom was muwch wiser thap swy man ar
woman on Capreol Hill, Her inderstanding of life was wwbelievable. Her hapds
rongl sud wom from & life fall of famung and laber She worked hard fo care for
her family, to love ber husband spd o raise ber beaunfinl children. Her smile was
warm and tender. Her laughter was contagious and jolly. Her prayers were felt by
everyone. Her bovesty welcomed Her bospitality, a blessing. Her cooking craved.
Her conversatons, desired. But the best thing I can say abowt ber is that she lovad
Jesus, I kpow, because [ saw it I know, bacause I felr it I know, because she
proclaimed. Tes, ob yes. My Mamaw Atlas loved Teans"

Hannah Hemzley, 22, ves in Erwin, TV with har family She i ihe oldast gf' 8
clitldren. She foves Mine in the Blue Ridee Mountains, wetiing stories and visie-
ing har grandpargnis, who ive in Mitchell Caunny

Relief Now

=.with Laser Therap

LY

Ve are open and king new appointments. We follow all COC heglth care guidelines for your safety.

Lager therapy = a treatment uzng bght emitting diodes that penirate
into the body and causes a healing response. Tissue olls are being
stimulated fo reduce inflammation and pain, increase blood circulation
and nerve regeneration. Many patents are driving to Cruz Life Center
from hours away, even when they have been to other lazer clinics
because our approach i so much more comprehensive. [f you are
~ fired of being in pan and want to do something about it with someaone

who iz willing to listen and help you, give us a call today.

T® o Narwai Health Care
cruzlifo mins
D |I I I.I. !: — ICHIROPRACTHC
CE R v HEALTH CORCHING

« LASER THERAPY

Burnsville, NC » 315-682-6157 » 800-T72-TR55
cruzlifecenter.com
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Dr. Dobson Speaks Hope

Amaongst the Panic
By James Dobson

1 arn writing to you this mondh to express compession and bope
o those amang my readers who are desply mowbled wday by the
uncertamiy of our ouees, Whkile our nation snd our world have
rexson 1o be concemed by the coronavin:s that stalks the neniam
famiby, wa nss alse exercise soumnd jnderosnr and shine dhe lizhe ofhope T don't meend
1o hed sihen wour apprebension bt want o pode all of vs o de Gresr Plovsician wio mld
us wa shonld "Cast all vour moden on Him becase He cares for vou" (1 Peter 5:T) It is
comtormng oo ko that the Creator of due universe is mindfil of our cirommstances and
immrtes ns o call oo Him in these disressing fimes.

Ay wife Sharley, wrote 3 book entiflsd Certain Paare in Uncenain Tomes which
spaaks 1o onr fesrs aud arcdeties. She shared, "We all want pescefil Ives and conensd
hearts. Yer, with dweats fo owr mangeliny srowins af & sesnuingly exporanal rate, & 0 any
wonder that many of us swoounh to worry and f2ar” More tnportantly, is tere 3 solutgon?
(A we Know cemsin peace in these nnceram mnes T The answer, of corse, 15 ves. 1
When problenss trearen 1o ensulf us, we nmast do what belisvers have always done—hnn
o the Lord for encouragmmnent and solace "2

Shirey esvphasizes praver a5 2 spiriaal act of woeship. Throughous the Bible, and
experially in the Pealms, we ses pravers of adomdon, proclamstion, amd petiion. And God,
wiois rch i mescy, hears the prayers of His people. Paalm 10013 fells ns, "Tow, Lord
Fune the derive o the aiftected; Tow encovorgse ther, amd Tou Eroen fo theirore ™

Tust as Chiristians dwonshioot hestary have faced hardships and perseqution, we are wot
irmrnme po rondbls. Ve, thronsh it all we can be sssared that God loves and cares desply
forus 1 Jobm 301 says, "How grear is e love the Fadher R Dmashed upon ws, S we
shgeid ba calied the cluldren of God " The news and updstes shout the vaus and ity afect
changs exch day; however these evens are not iknown o God His gracions soversizafy
znd faidhfialness remnain steadfast. God's 1mercias are new evarny moming

Another passzze [ hove is Psahn 91, which Dravid wrote abovs his many mals—"He
who dwells in the sheler of due Mosr High will rest i tie shadow of the Ahmizhiy: Twill
sav of the Lovd, "He iz wy rgfliee and myy fovtress, nyy Good, 1 whome Jonor | Hewill covar
You with His feariars avd wnder Hiz wings vou will fnd reflise; Hir fmdifiness will be
2y shueld and rammpart ™

Some other kay verses for us o remenber are: Prahm £6:1—"God iz our rgflige aod
stmemeth, @i quersmeesant haip i roulle Thengftee, wie wall nod " and 2 Corintiviare
12:0—" M grace & syfficiend far var, fhe Ly pover i miacle pafict i wealness, "

Wkile we st be wise and nse cotnmion sense 0 avedding the spread of this voms. we
shold vt sucozub o the onslavesht of fear that is being marnfactred by the meny Rosm
headlines, As Chrisfizns, we are callad o be an exsnple of pradence and assurance—aot
A pictare of people ravazed by teniporal troables of this world. oo reminded of a guote
fromn nay good frend the lae Chock Colsea: "Life &3 3 miess. And theclogy must be vad
ot amnd that mess." I ek we all would azres that our world & meessy rizht now And of
Clwack weare sdll alive. I'believe he would encovraze v o be tiar voice of reason and hope.

I can’t close withour saying a wood aboar tea srearhope of te Fanmrecton—siven it
iz sch 2 fimely cone. As vou celebrate the Easter season remenyvber dhat Tesus Christ = the
Giver of Life who tales swmy the sins of the world Each of us is arested in the image of
Crod with an etermial soul and a vahee dat exceads the combined worth of the waiverse If
vo: have pot accapied Jesus Clrist as your Ssvar, this is te dsy 1o do so. To our fallow
believars, nse thase myms cronnstances 35 AL OppOITLty oo share te zood pews of
izt Lars rejoice n aur kaonwledze thar Choist is rsen. He is msen indead!

Latns fixt onr eyes o Tess, the sudhor and the perfacter of our faidh

1. Diobeson, Shurley, Cierzin Peace m Tncertam Tines, Tyndale Honse Publishers. Inc
2018, pl4
2. Dobspn, Shdey, Cerin Peace m Uncerfam Times. Tyndsle Honse Pulblishers Inc,
2016; p15

- Sanity in These Crazy Times

|t diis ke soeme of these movies tiat have besn popuilar with

Jamer Doboor, Jr 15 an Awmerican evangelical Cheistian author, povehologizn, and
Jounder in 1877 gf Focus on the Family

By Dr. Ivlignel Tz
Emegy Cown)

Dhermwz s Corona Vims Pandernic, 17 seems the sopmam-
itz are gerting the mest sftzntden. We have the peneral media
wippine evervons 1o mio 8 fenzy thirkme wa are all gons

sonyiler themes oy fanories was the recent Planst of tha Apsc)
O dooze thiat are isnoring all canon & f nothing is happenms apd 2 woa't affect them

What's innportant s remember is that Ood i stoll resl aed oo copied o there i oo need
1o pamic I soll dow't undarstand what all thee commoton sbaot wilet papser was about
We shoudd pay amenton to o govemmnent officmls and the CDC. Stav home zeming out
onby when peeded, avodd close comact with others, when vou are around otiers be sume
o wash your hands and keep them away fom vour 502 naf von de. The problem & tat
thare are probably quite 2 few people with the vings, and they don't even koow it For most
itmuay not affect them roare than a conmnon codd, so they dumk they are fins and end ap
taking it home to their grandparends ar others who mey be momme coropromised.

Unforpmeately, 1f von ges it, there 15 no cure other tuan gesting the symptoms e yon
would for 2 cold ar the. {3z 0f 32420 there are several propased omes et have not baen
sdequately teated and ope deadh dus to the amsmpited curs) Those whe already bave breath-
inz difficalny or mumme weskness may kave lifs-tueatening conplicadoas for which
hospisalzation may be necessary to freart the syiaproms,

T oy lmble opinicn, dee best thmz we can 3dd for our protecdon aside fom the CTHD
recoinmendations is to tike acton to kesp our tnnmme systents sirong. There are lots af
measires one can take w do tis, some Twill podnt oaf shorthy:

It is a0 vmfornmsse part of our keclihoare sysem et wore efion is ot made fowands
adncating the public about bfestyls habs dus sustain oor heald: drines ke the foods wa
aatf, exerrize or the lack of it, and the air we breathe, T‘.Fe-unjrd:::ﬂht'mg.nﬂmmm
Erves 1 clean air o breathe Tnaf if we 2o horme fo .3 moldy house, 2will compromdze our
imnme system (mold and iw7 effect on our bheald iz 2 good dismssion for another fime).
vz wour by the proper mutrients it nesds fo sexy healdy and laamine siratesies to bt
ter daa] wids dathy smess can sreathy enhanes our ireeneicy Jessenine the ability for 3 vims
o hane serions consaquences, Ulnfortmestaly, thare is not 2 lot of mcaey o be made with
these sratemas sowe don't bear tonch abonst 2, mesead, we will be sodd sbows the diferent
dmigs and vaccmes teatwill be made svailzble and ara grear profit to the pharmacentical
comipanies, [ am nof saying fie drugs and vaccines are not pesded, st that, ey would
be less pecessary if we all had soonger natural imsmaity dwough a bealthier ifestyle and
making healduer chouces,

Iwas recenthy azkad o speak 21 a men’s conference i a local charch, They wanted
hear muy story becanse o fhe last 3 years [ had zone throwzh severs appendicids where nyy
Fpped: had mphred 2 days before I finally 2ot to tie bospital md Tyme’s diseaze das
progressed 1o spimal meminegts, Hoth oueed ot fine wit the belp of modem medicine
Wi ssory can be condensed to 3 filters by which T o oy life 2and make decisions. When-
mﬂﬂt&inﬂmmﬂﬂdﬁmuﬁmﬂkﬂmﬂmﬂﬂr&m@knnEIagkm}'sa]ﬂ
stple gquestions. 1. How does s affect ooy walk with WMy God” 2, Hoaw does thes affect
nry walk with moy wife and family? 3. How will duis affect noy hazlia?

Tt weas thoonsh oy faith in vy God dhat T Enew thiat iwill be almzht, dees T hed nodues
wamy abo, the dociors would do deelr pam, nny body wioidd heal 3 it showld and my wife
wiould keep the nsiness noming T oan homestly say I had no woemies dwouzh both ordeals,

It was tirongh ooy confidence nnyy body's abiliny i heal tuat I ke no maer how bad
the siamon looked, my body could beal. Thuew this because T do gl e thines I know we
should do tnw most people doa't becanze s’ ot couvenient; ke exarcise, ear mITous
foods, ke vitaming replarly and currendly taking e of the duipes fo wtinnie a healdy
irmnnme system

It wras thronsh oy copfidence ooy wife du Thoew she would do the nzht dunes e
have gpent the tire meether and trained fozeder so [ knew she was capahle. Tam a physs-
ian ad she comnes with mee fo most of noy conferances and Tainings o if you spoka with
her, vou would think she s a doctor, bof she is pot. She is & cenifisd Integrate menitional

conifmued on page 21

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

765-9133

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

Lakeview Mercantile & Gardens

3 & 4 Generation Owners * 33 Years Experience * New Merchandise

Garden Supplies
Seed
Annuals
Perennials
Shrubs
Soils
Fertilizer
Pottery & Containers
Hanging Baskets

Find us on
Facebaol

for Specials

www. brenews. com
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San:tiﬁutim
By David Valls
Mitchell Coumty

This mcth in our series of articles deslime with the purpose
aof salvation, we will be discussing the process of sanctifica-
tion. By definition, duis word simply means to be “sef apart”
Cmce we have been saved, we have the nghteousness of Choist
placed oo our accout. Then we are justified. That mesns we
are declared righteous based on the sacrifice of Christ Then
begins the process of sanctification. When a person s saved,
there is a mansformation et begins in a person's life
they beoome a new eshure or 2 new creation in Christ. All dings old have passed and
have becoune new after we are saved. Chrest is the porter and we are the clay. When a
poter works with 4 piece of clay, they are carefil to make sure thet whatever they are
making is 8 masterpiecs. .. fuet is eocthy how sanctification works! It a step by step
process wherelry God transfonms ns inbe what He desires vs to be. The clsy has no
chnice bt to sumrender to the wheel of the poter Spirtually speakine. we nmist suren-
dar mur will 1o God, 5o that we can alkow His plan for our life to be fulfilled The Bible
2lls us 1o be ve not confommed o this world it be ye mapsfonmed by the renewing of
your mund. The mind is where our thonghts come from and whatever our thoughis are
fooused on determines where our fos i life is. Whatewver our foons in life is where our
freasure is... and where mur measare is, there will our heart be also. Does sancificaton
mean to be without sin” Certainly mot! We possess 3 fallen nature that is oor flesh. But
when we have the holy spirit bving mside us, it fights azainst our flesh while the flash
Giphts azamst the spirit. The question we most 25k curselves is are we more sanctfied
ioday than we were when we first became Christian® The closer we come o God, the
munre we grow in Chrst. The mare we grovy i Christ. the farther we cling up the spir-
fal Isddier of beine what God intends for us to be. Howr nnsch progress we make n oor
with and the decisions we make. These things all determiine whether we are progress-
inz up the ladder of spimitual growdh or f&lling inte a spivitnsl decline, ar semewhere in
betwean. This is what the Bible calls lukewanm. Jesus says He would rather us be hot or
cobd . iffwe are hikewamm. He will spew us out of his month, which in Greek literally to
viokently vomit. But God gives us 2l the tools thoough sanctification to progress towand
beinz who and what He has called us o be and does not end umil we leave this warld
As long as we live, there will never be a stopping point for spirines] growth. The need
for this is the same for someone who has been saved for fifey years as it is for 8 new
Christian et wns strive by God's prace to be all that He wants us to be oo we can enjoy
Hi= blessing=. not only in this life bof in the mext.

Dpvid Falls attends Middie Diztrict Freewill Bapiist Church in Buladean. Tam
Jrome Mitchell County. T have been the aduli class Sunday school teacher for the

pasi 13 years.

Are You Shifting the Blame?
By Shawn Thomas
Amgleon, Texas

“The peopie spoke apmnst God and Mozes, Wiy kave
vou brought ws up owt of Ezypt fo die in the wildernezs! For

thare is no food and no water, and wa loathe this miserable I_,

food. " (Numbers 21:5) \i

MNombers 21:4 says the people of Israel “became nnpatient
becanse of the joumey™ in the wildermess. But as people
often do, they vented their anger in the wrong direction Verse 5 says that “Tha
peocple spoke agaimst God and Moses, “Why have yon brought ns wp ont of Egypt
to die ... Why weare they blaming “God and Moses”? The reason they weare dy-
ing in the wildemess was entirely their fanlt. Mhanbers 14 tells us that the peopls
refiused to enter the Canaan at the direction of the Lord through Moses, so God
senfenced them 1o die in the wildeness instesd of inheriting the Promised Land
(14:35). It was not God's faualt they were fonndenng and dying in the wilderness.
It was their own.

But like many of us today, the people of Isrzel were looking for someone alze
to blame. It can be hard to own up to our mistakes, 5o we often look to “'shift the
blame™ to someone else: our sponse, child, 2 supervisor, co-worker, 3 classmate
— or even like Tsrael here to God Himself

Are yom doing this? Are you suffering the consequences of your dizehediencs
to God im some area of your life, tat yon kave not been willing to admit it? Is
there somesne you have been anzry with — maybe even God? — mstead of ad-
mitiing that you have brought this apon yourself? If =0, you never will make any
prozress before God or man, until you first stop trying to shift the blame.

Shaem Thomas [5 a Southern Baptist pastor for almost 35 years, I currently serve
as Semiar Pastor gf the First Bapiizt Church gf Angleton, Teoas.

Buck Stove :
200 Ethan Allen Drive
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777

Wood and Gas Stoves

Bob Timberlake Outdoor Living
Buck’s Tiny Houses

Height Adjustable Desk

Hours of Operation 4
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm 4

www.buckstove.com
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PURCHASE clothing, household goods,
furniture, jewelry, and more today to help
support the children of Crossnore.

i‘ "' &

BLAIR FRALEY )°

sales store

100 DAR Drive | Crossnore, NC 28616
(828) 733-4228 | www.crossnore.org/sales-store
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Avery County:
(828) 733-1550

Mitchell County:

(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:
(828) 682-7825

PruittHealth Home Health
would like to thank you and
your family for the
opportunity to serve you!

We strive to provide the best
quality services for your home
health needs.

Our services include:

» skilled nursing

« physical, occupational
and speech therapies

- medical social work

« home health aides

We serve Avery, Mitchell,
Yancey and surrounding
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