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Ephesians 6:11-17

11 Put on the whele armour of God, that ye may be able fo stand against the wales of the denl. 12 For we wrestle nof against
Jfiesh and blood, but against principalifies, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high ptﬂr.'e's 13 Wherefore take untoe you the M'JmL' armour af God, that ye may be able fo m.th stand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breasiplate of
righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparafion of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, talang the shield of fmith, where-
with ye shall be able te quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spint,
which is the word of God:

David Pope, MD r!' -~
AccepTINGNEWPATIENTs  (B828) 766-3555 ¢ MISSION

Serving athletes of all kinds, sutdoor enthusiasts A e R
ﬁ weakend warriors In Mitchall County ORTHOPEDICS

¥
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Get back to the life
you want to live

At Mission Health, we understand that weight loss is

not always simple, and it's not just about losing pounds.
It's about healthy new beginnings.

If you've tried to lose weight and need help, consider
one of our advanced weight-loss programs in a clinical
and supportive environment. With personalized,
compassionate care throughout your weight-loss journey
including medical weight management, nutritional
coaching, exercise therapy, surgical weight management,
behavioral modification, customized payment options
and comprehensive follow-up visits, we help you get back
to the healthier life you want to live.

For residents outside Asheville, virtual visits for weight
management services are available providing quality
care closer to home.

Learn more and sign up for a free information
session today at missionweight.org.

¢ MISSION

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mﬂm~ Yancey Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APFLIANCES First Baptist Spruce Fime (5) First Baptist Churdh (I7) Brian Cester (6, 54)
Jonathan's Used Appliances (W)  Gramwy Creek Baptist () Freedom Life (11) LANDSCAPING
Great Hope Tth day Adventist (5)  High Pastures (5) Harding Landscapimg (49) RESTAURANTS
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers Harizen (4) Abeles Resturant (26)
Buchanan Yeang (37) Morganisa Seventh day Adventst (5)  FURNITURE MEDICAL SUPPLY Bastam Chef (34)
John Gresne Chrysler (17) Pime Branch Baptist (5) Budk Stove (I8) GlobalMED {19) Bubba's Geed Eats (31)
Mike Brown (T) Measant Grove Charch of LER Furnitwre (15) DTs(9)
Brethren (4) Peoples Farniture (31) HULCH Tokyo (30
AUTOMOBILES - Parts Mumtree Presbyterian (4) Southwest Trading (4) Mcllure Construction (17) Western Simfin (27)
B & | Aut Supply (19) Roan Mt Missiomary (5)
Joha's Precaion Auto (50) Spruce Pime Usited Methodist (§)  HEALTH CARE PVING RETAIL
St. Lucian Cathelic (5) Bakernville Community Chmic (23)  Appalachain Paving (T) (Grassy Creek Clothing (40)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires The Bridge (4) Mission Heath (1.7)
Phil's Tares [47) West Burngville Baptmst (5) Pruit Health Care (21) PAWY SHOP RETWREMENT
Spruce Fine Tire (46) Mountaineer Pawn Shop (44)  Mars Hill Retirement (56)
CHIROPRACTIC HEARING AIDES
BEAUTY SALON Cruz Chiropractic. (53) Mirade Ear (16) PET SUPPLY TAXES
Rumors Salon (13) Appalachaim Pets/Supplies (11)  Jackson Hewitt (38)
COLLEGE HOSPICE
BOOK STORE NcDowell Tech (24) Hespice of HcDewell (40) PHARMACY TENTS
Dellimgers Book Stere (31) Hespice of Mischell (35, 16) The Prescription Pad (31) Blwe Kidge Tents/Event Rental (5)
CONCRETE SUPFLY Hepice of Rutherfordten (45)
BUILDING SUPFLIES Boene's Concretz (1) Hesipice of Yancey (25) PLUMENG/REATING THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Sumenit Budding Sapplies (42) = S Burlessn Plumbing Heating (45)  Carolina Theological Seminary (12)
CHURCHES Jamie. Miller (53) Claytan (20) POOL SERVICE TRANSPORTATION
Alitapazs Baptist {4) Ken Ray Pools (38) Mitchell Co. Transit (11)
Bakersville United Methodist (5)  EQUIPMENT REPAIR HUNTING SUPFLY Tancey Co. Transit (11)
Banner Elk United Methodist ()  Superior Comstructin/Repair (49)  Comper Tradimg (I7) REALTORS
Bear Creek Baptist (4) Whitson Realty (42) TREE SERVICE
Berry Chapel Baptist (4) EMPLOTMENT INSURARCE Ray's Tree Sarvice (14)
Burkemamt Baptist (5) Carelina Home Care (22) Fortner lnsurance (13) RECREATIONAL VECHICLES
Burasville Tth day Adventist (1) Miller Insurance Growp (41) High Country Mahindra (15)
Faith Fellowship (4) EVENTS Mitchell (o, Farm Bureau (44)
First Advent Christiam (1) Berry Chapel (1¥) Nation Wide / Treat (35) REHABILITATION/NURSING
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Church Directory

Pastor Rev, Jeremy Troxler

Sunday Schoal - 1000am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am
Chalr Wadnaaday - T:00pm

~ Altapass Baptist |
Gt Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
341 Aiepme tey Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
oo 48 Church Road 207 Pinebridge Avenus 280 Chapel St
|snapssstaptistchurcheacevn.com| Spruce Pins, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 W“’E‘;’gﬁw
; ' - M \828) 765-8101 TEC'HHI:-:wg woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Banfield www.pinebranchbapfist net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
e Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Service 10:30AM St
-mev:n'::é-rm Wednesday Service 7:00PM mm ﬁ%ﬂﬂ,‘
stors for Christ sges B-11) wmwgﬁ §:00AM-2:00PM Minisiry - 5:30 PM
Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening + Cur pssion 8 10 el connect the Body of 9
Wedrasday - T-00pm . . mhm?n#hm% Servica 7:00 PM
L :
amem | |Awesmrienn, | | SESEREENSD | [emowesssee
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton Plessant Grove Church
Methodist Church Christian Ghurch Seventh-day of the Brethren
11080 Hwy, 226 South Marganion, NC 2886 Adventist Church 1717 Harrell Hill Road
Spruce Pina, NC 28777 S Harruhn:“ o 2187 Jameatown Road Bakersville, NC.
WAW.SPrUCERINeLIMS.org facomongaron. m NG :
spumc3i@bellsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw 212 (B28)-458-1847
B26-7€5-7446 Associats Pastor Javier
Guzman Fmactcar: B S Pastor: John Smith

Sabbath (Saturday)
Bibla Study - 5:30 am
Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am

Sunday School - 10:00 am
Waorship - 11:00 am

:30F aoew|  |Vegetarian Buffet after church
Thi missian of Sprucs Fins Unisd m“"”‘é".‘.?ﬁ?’ﬂ;m Wednesday We are a small, Christ-
Mithexliat Chusch 10 b & baacon on Sat. Band Practice 4:30PM Fraisa, Prayer & Proclaim - cantarad family of bellevers and
-mmmmm:rm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
www:dm Fallowship, Pmamﬂﬂwmmn_ Rissn www morgantonsda. org and bove with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy ‘,m Banner Elk Bakersville United
W“E“‘“ F‘man“"“ 755 OMNE 238 iy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
amiu Spruce Pine, NC 485 College Dt 118 S, Mitchell Avenus
] mﬁiﬂ-ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬂ] Banner Elk, NC Bakersville, NC 28705
Pastors: Senior Pastor A : R IR ot
Timothy Fortune & Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Sunday School 10:00am rs
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud) Moming Worship 11:00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday School - 10:00 am Rav. Gane Lanier
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 3:40 am X
Wednesday 630PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7.00pm Tradtional Wership Sendce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| A Open Stap Meefing - Mon, 7 pm Morning Worship 10:00 AM
;mwm:.hnmw«g mehlﬂ T:00pm wﬂmlﬂm“ﬁh !
ransforming Mifchel Courty & - #nd 5af 10700 am .
The Power of Jesus Christ! may kow Christ” Engish Ciasses - Tuss, & Thrs. 6. 9m Come grow with us™

Community Housing Coalition of
Madison County

Volunteer Corner
By Stephanie McCulloush
Madlizan Coumgy

This past Sanmday s MNeighbors Helping Medghbors wododsy was @ temific suocess! The
homeowner was qif working alosgside volontesrs nearly the whole day. Some family,
fenids and nedghbors Al showed wp to kend a band as well. W had a group of 14 local
vohmizers and 4 chient volunteers, for 3 tofal of 18 people on the work site. [ explainad
i the homeownes that this is precisely wity Conmuomity Housmg Coalition of bisdison
Coommty exasts, and wity we &t CHC enconmrage the fostering of relationships aoess the
CIOUmEY. hmh&eaamﬁmﬁehmm T'mnot just gratefil to bave
had the help, bat I'm alse sratedil o =
have made some fends”. Additon-
alty. befire T had a chanee o 3k, the
homsowmer offersd to volumtesr a3t
fitome WH work day. Success! On
50 many levels! !

Summner 2017 will be here hefoge R
we know i and many of our tetum- [
Iz smmmer Eroaps have aleady
rezched put o CHC for information
on potentisl projects. We areinthe  Fromt: Jake, Fhianne, Jogy, Julse, Ban (fve ad-
process of condiacting a client re- ditfonal voluntears not pichred) Back: _dndrea,
view, which will enshleus omarch  Celina, Nicholas, Cailum, Katelin, Stepharie,
groupes and thedr skills. Bdore om this I Apnl's Housing Coalition Headlilnes.

Ty it's timie 0o be thinkine ahont te next WHN. will be held on Saneday, Biach
18fh 10am-3pe Bofark vour calendars! Be thers if yon can it 15 8 most rewsnding expern-
ence. Intersted individnaks or groups shonld contsct Sephanie ap 828 6401 200 or email
vohmeesrcoordinaton @ chomadisoncoantyne arg.

Srephanie MoCulloush is a voluntegr coordinaior with Wadizon Housing Coalition.

| RS
VAR CDLLECIN

-|. bt )

[ ST ES T
1t i-.lL"d‘n'_'g'i-'-
¢ (IMPANY

828-765-8261

279 Qak Ave
= . .
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Church Directory

Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
! Baptist Church Baptist Church SB| | Baptist Church
Pairea, NG 28654 E’m“ﬁm 222 Wes! Bumsvills Church Rd. 4668 Burkemont Rd.
B25-TEE-E810 kersville, Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
H%'ﬂmm www.bearcreskbaptist.com (828)-662-3990 A28-437-2357
e Reverend Bruce Cannon i ":mﬂf'm
n - Schoot: &245 a.m, X
mwﬁ'ﬁ;"ﬂﬁ?ﬂn - sml“-"’ School E.-ﬂ:ﬁ AM Hﬁﬂdl?m Service: 1I:I:H.a'.nm. O BT St
Tissdm Thirny avenings, T:00 pm Worship Service 10:45 AM Evening Service: 6:00
Fusion Yot 'Wecnasdn's, 5230 pra Discipleship 8:00 PM p.m. Dr. David Milis, Sr. Pastor
Hisaing Sersione: el Sl of smch: morh, 50 pm Evening Worship 6:45 PM Wadnasday Service 8:30 p.m.
e 955 Yo ale] mot chicssn sms, BUE | chess you Wednesday Worship 7:30 PM Dl slgne To bessme st Eﬂl.'lﬂm - Early Worship
il ey s el Sollowars and nervart of Jetus Chviet S:45am - Sunday School
wll i, o 1 Pt ol eyt | |“For Giod 80 loved the world, he whil iisiesing |o the spithisd and 11:00am -
sk In mymame. gave his onily Son_ " physical reveds of our charch mnd communiy, 6:00pm - E'il"ll'lh"; Worship
First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
3
St. Lucien’s Spruce Pine Elvinth-cf:y Champ aa,-hipﬁ
Catholic Church B Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26758
695 Summit Street HpnmlF'll g caphe i 2007d US Hwy TOE {B2B)ETE-0284
m Pine, NC 28777 B28-TH5-0411 Marganion, NC waw flen.ong
(B28) TE5-2224 mmmm BPR-4TS-2040 www.ficnradin.on
Sunday Mass 8:00 am Dr. Rocky Branch IR S et e T .
Wadnesday Falth Formatfion Sabbath (Saturday) Sunday Schaal - 1000 am
6:00 pm Sunday School - 545 am Bible Study-10:00am Worship Sunvice - 10:45 am
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- Sunctay Worship - 8:30 and 11:00 am Sabbath Worship - 11:30am Wiednesday Bible Sty - T:00pm
A:Miyon y Evering - 6:30 prn Vegetarian Buflet aflsr church "The ega of a good e e
Wadnesday - Praise, Prayer & ordered bythe Lont:
Kinowing God, Ssaing God, Serving Prociasim - 7:00pm el ha dalighieth in his way,
God, Subwmifiing fo Godf wwna.greatopesda.com Psaim 3723

Call us ar §828-765-6800 to enroll in

You can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know e 7
where your chureh is and when you meet by listing this iparsan outreach Ej-ﬁ. OFt.

in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible and
effective advertising is specially priced at $300.00 per
year for our churches - approximately 535.75 a week!

Blue Ridge Tent
& Fvent Rentals |

Western North Carolina

« Weddings
« Fundraisers T
- Family Reunions 2 'COME to a PLACE
« Corporate Events L where YOU can
- Class Reunions fellowship and
« Church Events GROW in the Lord
- Birthdays 1 R '
Unciugered by hurried schedules and electronic imfluences,
High Pasarres iv frwly a plece af refreal.
Austin Burleson - 828-385-2372 Please call for reservations.
Blake Glenn - 828-467-6103
Tim Fox - 828-284-6631 280 Kings Highway - Burnsville, Morth Carolina 28714
Phone: 828-682-3138
See ouwr wab site for more information - Website: www highpasfures.ong
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Prepare Your Hearts
By Monica Henley-Eritz

Mitchell County

Thursday, May 45h, 2017 -  Narional Day of Prayer
Scripmre: "0 Lord, kear; @ Lord, forgnve; O Lovd,
hearien and do; defer mot, for thing own zake, & myy

God: for thy city and thy people are calied By thy
mame. ™ Daniel 9:19

Themes: "For Your Great Name's Sake!
Hear Us._ Forgree Uls._ Haal TUs!®

Fiverside Park at 12:00 noon & agazin af &30 p.m.

Dravs of Repentance (leading up to the Mational Day of Prayer):

Sanrday, Apnl 29 at 12:00 noon

Monday, May 1 at 12:00 noon
Tuesday, May 2 ar 12:00 noon

Wednesday, kay 3 ar 12:00 noon

(Alzp, Sunday, April 30, we ask that every church set aside 3 special ime of

Bepentance & Praver)

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
Yo Yo 3¢ ¥ %

Official 5 Star Medicare Facility

Be A Mentor Change a Life
By Peirce Bingham
Famcay Conniy

hiawy kids, growing up, lack the adualt role models they
need to make positdve life chodces. That's why a mentor
can literally change a kid's life! When a youth spends time
with an adnlt who's interested in them  and who serves 3z an
example of Hving life well, it profoundly affects their futmre.
Mentors are truly community heroes! 4 mentor agress o
spen 3 to 5 hours 3 week for 2 peried of one year, with a youth they have besn
matched with. Traming and support are offerad throngh the hMountsin Challenge
4H proeram. out of the Yancey Coanty Cooperative Extension, and the program
uses am evidenced based Mational 4H model. What an oppormunity fo be 3 living
example in the life of a kid and change the couase of that life forever! The tme
‘ ¥ you spend with your
young person, can be
dping almost amything
and can vary from week
to week Great effort
iz made to make sure
" matches are compat-
~ ible and that areas of
shared interest exist
All matches ate gender
appropriae, and youth
' ages range from 10 o
‘]ﬁ.MenmrsnnybE
AMNY age 21 or older
For those with families or who are marmied it is ok to incorporate a youth into
family actvines. The time you spend is exremely fiexible and takes into account
busy schedules, vacanons and life’s unforeseen simations_ If von have any goes-
fions please do not besitate to contact me at GE2-6188 or 208-0200. T would be
more tham happy to mest with individuals or 3 group in your Church to discwss
the proeram in greater detail As 3 Christian I can think of no greater opportonity
ithan the chance to reach out and build a relationship with cne of our communities
“Ar Picgk” youth. I appreciate any attention you can give this and look forward to
hearing from vou.
Peirce Bingham MMoontzin Challenze 4H Coordinaror, 828-582-81 86 or E2E-208-
0299

Pairee Binpham i the 4-H Mowstaim Challenge Coomdinaion

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

* Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

* Occupational Therapy In-House

* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour
I 7 Days a Week

* Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

* Call us for Reservation Program

a el S

Call to Schedule a Tour
or Stop By Today!

wwrw bicnews.com
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ﬁ_ﬂlay For Life

Relay For Life Spotlight: Rhonda Buchanan
& Blue Ridge Regional Hospital

By Don Ford

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Mitchell County

It is springiime and thete abounds a flamy of act-
ity: fiowers blooming, trees budding, and birds chirp-
ing The same is ttue at Blue Ridge Fegional Hospital
where a fhary of actvity ocours this ime each vear
where sfaff are imvolved in the Relay for Life effort.

Phonda Buchansn Radiology Patient Represents-
tve is the BERH Felay for Life Tesm Capfain  Dhar-
ing her fonrteen years of employment af the hospital,
Ws. Buchanan has become attached to many of the patients who come for cancer
scTeening and fTeamment.

For Rhonda, meermpﬂsmalashumherbmﬂmrmdmmmmag-

- nosed with the disezse. At age 14, her brother

1 hﬂdeﬂmJnlmsHupkmsEu-spmlmMar}

m land fo be freated. Blonda says “There wese
few places he could go for westment decades
ago. Thankfilly, thar has changed for the beter
today.™ Is it amy wonder why she is so passionate
shout BFL and finding 2 cure for cancer?

S Many resources are availahle to cancer pa-
tients in our area. The American Cancer Sociery

provides assistance such as gas cands to help with

8 ransportation during cancer therapy and meat-

ment. Mission Hospital System promotes pro-

| mrams such as “Look Good, Feel Good ™ helpmg

o women with makenp, nails and bead coverings.
Breast cancer support is also available, especially
1o those withour a family or suppert system in
place. In addition, the ACS has online support,
information and counsaling.

Phonda Buchanan states that one reason that
BFEFEH rzized over $11,000 for BFL im 2016 “3s dus 1o its grest employess and the
comradery of the staff " According to Fhonda, “this dedicated organization “Fe-
lzys" all vesr long.™ She sharad a few of the cument fundraisimg ideas st BRERH
which inclode: Getaway/Fun Day Give Awsy — a mini vacation, a shopping day
package and tickets to &0 area theme park.

“It is mot all about the meoney or fumds"” Fhonda says. “People can voluntest
their time to serve on the BFL committee or elp a cancer patient which is just as
important ' For more information, please contact Rhonds Buchanan ar B28-766-
1630, To belp with Felay of the Blue Fidge, von may contact Fussall Saxon at
B2E-T65-9245.

No Job
Too Big

Dion Ford haz served the Lord as a minister for 40 years. He and hiz wife Debo-
rah have one daughiter who haes in eorgia.

or
Too Small!

Fully Insured
30+ Years Experience

Call today for
FREE quote!

Josh Atkins - 828-467-1167
Allan Atkins - 828-766-4000
Office - 828-688-3810

:SUBAHU TIMING BELT REPLACEMENT

w$50

ervice &

For Your Convenience

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm
Saturdays 8am-2pm

828-165-1200

mikebrawnsubaru.com
mikebrownlordsprucepine.com

' MAINTENAN GE SAVINGSI

i s 2 5 nll nntn" [ THeep——— mal-
|

1

|

I

el Cl i -Gy Nl T Ty -t o TRl Ty’ il Sl T Sl Tl oy Tl Tl T

PRICE MATCH
ON TIRES

arts

Cam nuanmu@i
— WITHPURCHASEOF — |
. JOURTIRES | i
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H:anuEﬂmi
By Jessica Williams
Mitchell County

Growing wp I lived ina very loving and canne fanuly
Mever wanting for anyihing I wonld walk to my Grandpar-
enfs howse every day after school There I wiould stay undil
mom gof off work. Grand maw always had a snack ready
for mve when I zot home froom school. She was very loving
and caring. Mom Beverly, abaays made sure we went to
chorch. My life was a piciure-perfect life. T had accepted
Christ at a youmg age, but what happened next, no littte =irl could ever imderstand.
Mom and Dad sat me, ooy brother Tonwwy and my sister Sharon right before we were
io get ouf of school for ooy §th zrade Christmas break. They told us we would be
moving fo Hendersomville, W.C. so that my dad could attend Fruitland Bapsst Bible
Imstitute. Wy sister was in her sendor year of high school so she wonld be staying
with my srandparents to finksh the year. I was excited scared and very nervous. At
first. things were good but I quistly discovered I didn™t fit in. I no longer had all noy
friends I had growm op with and plaved sports with. Life just wasn't the same [ was
still in church and was part of 2 very large youth growp. bt T just didn’t feel the love.
I couldn’t find the love, and I slowly started to mot love me I just didn'tvmderstand
wiat was going on This is when pry mess in dmps stared. T was ondy i the Tth
still it made me forzes the o snd pain T aes
feeling. Mow i the eighth srade it was tme to
move azEin [ thought well mayvbe this thme it
will be different, and it was for about one year.
I ztll couldn®t find dee love I was longing for.
My dad was now a pastor at bis first church,
So pow I have a new title and new pame, “The
Preacher’s Eid"” or “Preacher Steve Wilkiams’
danzhier’.

Still trying to fimare ot who T am and where or
beray to £l dhis lowe I started partying more on
the weekends and sttending church always on
Sumdsyys. Mom and Dad had no clue T was par-
tying a5 much as I was. [ have now sraduated
high school and by this ime I'm doing what-
ever I can to get noy hands on, Crack, Crank_
Cocaine, Pot, Ecsfasy just to name a few: And I 'was managing to hide it and keep a
job. I'm snll i search for love in drogs, men parmyving. whatever can fill noy zap of
temporary love. At the age of 21 I stopped doing street drugs and now my dociors
have put me on pam pills for ooy BLA | and this is noy WEW love. At the aze of 24 T 'm
domg pain pills, but its ok becanse the doctor has prescibed them to me T can con-
frol this or 5o I thonght. T pot married in 2004 and we had tors wonderfil children in
2008 and 2009, and I was doing well. Thought I had everything T had ever dreamed
of, but I'was stll looking for the love I'had felt as a linde mirl. By 2013 I am now 31
and may life is spiraling out of control. I am doingz larze amounis of drogs and slowly
losing everything. So, when the pills no longer can belp, I start deing Meth with the
pills, but now I can't zet enongh The dmgs that had belped me cope for so long with
the hnrt, anger, loneliness, hopelessmess was no longer toming me on. I wasn't able
io forget about the nart and pain I kad felf for so long. The dmgs were now starting
io take everything [ bed. The love I had for BY EKIDS, 3Y FAMITY and what Little
bit I had left inside of me I was wantng o die and prayed w0 God night afrer night
that He would take my life T was getting more anger, hatred and conld have cared
less what anyone said or thought sbowt me But just then (rod sent sm Angel Linda
Pirman to tall me just what I hsd needed to hear and to remind me who's child 1
really mm and wiho really loves me. Yoo are 3 child of te Eing! Viou ane His Princess
and Ha lowes you.

1 sl stmagzgled for sbout st months mors, bat thank God for parents who had
not stopped praying ar believing in me. Also, many other people were praying for
me And becanse they stayved soong with prayers and believing that Christ wonld
hesl me HE DI 0o Febmuary 7, 2016 [ was sefting on the fop of Foan hMoumntzin
looking at the bemitifol mountams when be touched me. I was tited and ready for
something different. I Ivoked ower in the seat beside me and there 1aid the book “War
Foom Bible Stedy™. As I looked at it, I remembered what Linds Piriman had told
me- that oy heaventy father loved me no matter what, smd if T woold just by let
him love me He wonld, becanse He had already forgmven me of my past Theat day T
prayed, “(rod if vou will take this addiction from me T will do whatever von want me
o do. Thank you for loving me even when I didn't love myyself and please forzive
me of all my wrong doings.” That day God took it all. It was like a freedom [ have
never felt before. All the anger, bittermess. hate and worthlessmess was now zope. T
was free at last. I had a pewr JOY im 1oy keant that no one can take away &od I could
now feel him all ofhim T had fomd the love [ was searching for. Thank God, T cnce
was lost st now [ am found

Psalm 40 1 & 2 T waited pattently for the LORD: he nomed fo me and Raard my
cry. He ljfted e our of the siimy mit, outt qf the mud and mire, he ser oy feer on a rock
and mave e a firm place fo shavd.

Ever since that day Grod has blessed me. I now have 3 new love for Life. T have my
kids back and moy famdly. Aberays rememiber: YOI ARE NEVER TOO SCARED. —
Because two scared hands and two scared fest paid the price for you and for me.

As Linda Pittman once told me: Jobn 3:17, For God did rof send ki Sen info the
worid fo condamn the world, but fo zave the world though hine

Mow, G0 GET YOUE. SHIMNE O FOE THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MIMNE.

It Sweet TE 4. Jarus m marion and I'm member of first bapiist church spruce
pine. Just in case vou needed that also thanks
Samt from my (Phong
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One Day with God

By Chaplain Jody Griffin
Minchall and Avery Counties

Cme Day with God provides an opporumity for
children to spend an entire day behind the prison gates
of separation dissppears as they sing, play games, have
quiet conversation and otheraise connert with one
snother Itis an amaring day, made possible by the
generons sponsorships of individoals, groups, Sunday
School classes and churches. Forgiven Minisries, Inc.
in Taylorswille, WC reaches out to inmates and fami-
lies providing a full day of activities designed to bring them together for bealthy
relationship development. Veluntesrs from around the area come together fo assist
in every part of the day. The costs associated with such an event are masdest (about
F0000.00 total for appros. 32 children), tat mnst be raised apart from govem-
ment fonding. I am writing to request that youor class/church’sroup/organization
consider sponsorng 3 child/children for our event taking place st Avery Mitchell
Comectional Instiimtion oo August 19, 2017,

Sponsorship for ons child costs $175.00 and inclodes ATT materials and ac-
tivities they will have during the day
including a t-shirt, 3 backpack (with
school supplies, books and a Bible
included'), ams and crafis, games,
honch, snacks, a magic show, special
demonstrations and much, omch
more! Any amount is appreciated!
For one FULL day they enjoy the
blessing of rime with their Dad, but
the effiects of this Blessing last omach
longer! YO can be 3 part of this
Blessing too! Plaase consider piving one or more of these children the thing they
lack maost, TIME with their Dad! A Gift from God o them and their Dad. ..

zod Bless you for considering sponsorng one of more of these children! You
may make your tax deductible gift directly to Forgiven Mmistry, PO Box 117
Taylorsvilke, BIC 28581 (Bdemo: AMCT). Of course, if vou prefer, you can contact
Chaplain Jody Grffin at (828) 765-0229, ext. 253 or reach me on my cell phone at
(012 475-5059 and I will gladly meet you o receive your donaton'

Check out Forgiven Minisiry online at forgivemmimisity.org and on facebook
for picnures, testimonies and mors!

Jody Griffin ir pastar of Central Baptist Chunch in Spruce Piine and Commmigy
Funded Chaplin ar dvery-Mitchell Correctional Jnstitution,

BERRY CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Spruce Pine, NC
Presents for the 30% year
the Easter Drama

“The Living Lord’s Supper”

Friday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday - April 15, 7:00 p.m.

The public is invited
Nursery provided
Call 765-6590 for group reservations

Rev. Steve Williams, Pastor

www. bremews. com
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f’trl:ting on the Armour
By Doug Harrell

I can't speak for anyone else, but it seems as if each
day is a battle with oy mind_ It is daily flled with temp-
tations and unzodly and Instol thoushts, James 1:14-15%
Buf gvery man iz fempted, when he is drawn away gf his
own fuzt, and enticed.  Then when st hath conceived, it
bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finizhed, bringeth
Jorth death. Lust can be mawy things: the first thing
that meost people think abont when the word, LTTST,
is used is sexnal Inst. In reality, it can be any number of fhings. It certainly can
be of 2 sexunal nature and in todsy's culture we are mwotally sumoumded by images
and mrmendos that make illicit sexmal activity seem 50 exciting. There are many
mentions of this kKind of hast in the Bible. Mathew 528 But I zay unio yor, It
whoseaver lookbeth an a woman o lust giter her hath commifed aduitery with har
aiready in hir heart Ihave to sdmit that I have had to ask forgiveness for this at
mmes in my life. at those tdmes the verses above from the book of James and many
of the proverbs have popped into my mind. In the real world bost can mean lots
of things: we can host after money, fame. recognition and sy material things.
The end result is the sames, disfavor with our Lord and Savior, Tesus Christ.
Everywihers we look we are surrounded by things that people want us 5o st owver,
and zet out of balance n our lives. If we just go about our daily lives, we will be
suroumded by advertisements and solicitations that compets with what should be
our forus, doing the will of God.

How do we put on the Armonr of God that allows us to resist all the temipta-
tioms that surround us oo a daily basis? There are several ways that I have foumd
that belp me in this snd I freely admit that I always need help m this area. The
best thing I have found is to concentrate on what goes iofo nry mind daily. What
we watch, read, listen to and associate with kas a major impact day to day. As
the old saying poes, “garbage in, garbage out” is so tue. We tend o be 3 com-
posite of what we sumound ocurselves with. Ask yourself “what sm I reading,
are the words in this book going to teach me to be more Christ like or are they
Zoing to take my fantasies dowm the wrong read? Are the movies [ watch zoing
io fll me with Godly thoughts, or do they make me visualize paths that I should
not be waveling? Are the people we are spending our time with, belping hold ns
o & higher standard, or are they belping ns get in the guiter? We tend o become
like those we sumound curselves with. Do you really want to be like them? If the
answer to that is no, then we need o change our circle of friends. As parents, how
many of you have told your children T do not want vou associating with this or
that person” There
is 3 good reason
that you szid that,
becanse bad influ-
ence is catching.
Today, peer pras-
sure leads so mamy
of our children and
grandchildren down
the wrong road. Please profect them as nch as you can!

It is critical that we as parents set an example for our children: take them to
chuoch, don’t send them. Teach them to read the Bible by showing them an ex-
ample each day. Ifind that the smdy of God's word daily is the way that I put on
ooy armour. Without that, my day is not complete. If we, as parents don't put on
the ammour, how can we expect onr children to do this. We are facing times that
will be hard for Christians, if we believe what the Bible tells ns. Cur children will
onby be shle to put on the whols armour of God if and when we teach thern that
Gt imvolved with their lives by being 3 person they can depend on and respect.
Don’t my to be their best frend, but be their guide. snd you czn only do this by
being tmie to the teachings of our Lord and Savior. Balieve the promise that says
io teach them in the way they should go and in their old age they will remm to
the right path. Ephesians §13 Fhergfore fake wite you the whole armour gf God,
that ve may be able fo withziand in the el day, and kaing done all, fo stand.

Daovie Harrell iz a ljfe-lorg resident of Mitchell Coumty, Owner gf Harmell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Baptist Church and Publisher of the Biue
Ridee Christian News.
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You should never be too busy for God

Q: T kmow I ought to think about God more, tat T somply
don’t have the tme. I'm so busy that it's all I can do to
concentrate on what's happernimg at the moment. I snspect
lots of people have the same problem Do you think God
undersmands this? — G.E.

A God knows all abont s — and ves, He inderstands ev-
erything that's going on in your life. As the Psalmist wrote,
"You are flemiliar with all my ways ™ (Psalm 139:3).

But I urge you to step back 3 moment and think about what you're really say-
ing What I mean is this: You're not only saying that yon're too busy for God,
bt that He isn't important to youw Your job is imponant to vow;, your family and
friends are important to you; how yon spend your lejsure time is Dnportant to you
— bt Good ism’t IypoTtant fo yow.

Bt listen” Yon are important to God! He watches over yon and tskes care of
vou even the next breath von take or the newt beat of vour heart is 3 gift from
Him M\ost of all, you are so impartant to Him that He sewt His Son, Fesns Christ,
imfo the world to make it possible fior you to be forgiven of your sins and zo to be
with Him m Heaven forever.

Troables and frials can serve to make our bond with God stronger

: I've pone throuph some kard fimes recently, and my aunt savs I ongiht o be
thankfil becanse they Il make me a better person. Is she right? I admit I'm having
2 hard time seeing things her way. — Mrs. EW.

A: We all want our lives to be smooth snd trouble-free. of conrse — Tt unform-
nately life isn't always that way. In face, T dont think I've ever meat anyons who
was commpletely free of worries and problems. Fob rghtly said, "M is bom fo
tmorbie as surely as sparks fy upward ™ (Job 5.7

The real question, therefore, is this: How will we react when moubles and prob-
lems arise? Will we react in anger, or despair, or doubt, or hopelessmessT Will we
spend our fime blaming others for our problems, or demying that they even exist
and refusing to do anything about them? Will we try to solve our problems oo oar
own — even If this isn't realistic?

Or will we turn to God for the wisdom and sirength we need? This doesn't
mean all onr problems will suddenly vanish. But it does mean we'll oo longer
be alone. and even in the midst of bfe’'s deepest problems we'll find that God 1=
strenzthening us and belping ns. hust as exercise makes our nmscles grow siron-
gar, =0 wonkles and tmials can make us sitonger emotonslly and spirimally. This is
why the Bible says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenaver you

Joce trials of meagy knds, becanse you mow that the fezting of yeur faith produces

perseverance ™ (James 1:2-3)

The zreatest discovery yon will ever make is that God loves you — and the
proof is that Jesus Christ was willing to give His life for your sakvation. Invite
Him into your Life, and then commit your problems to Him — foday and alwrays.
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GlobalMED

Home Medical Equipment Company

(Formerly Yancey Home Care)

WE'RE MOVING
OPENING
APRIL 1st

Come Visit Our New Location
at 74 East US Hwy 19E

(Across from Glen Raven)

New Name
New Location
Same Great Service!

Locally Owned for 12 Years

Specializiing in:

Home Oxygen
CPAP/BIPAP

Wheelchairs
Hospital Beds
Nebulizers
Bathroom Safety

Phone 828-678-3402

wrarw brenews com

Snow Hill Baptist Church
No Regrets--Was Jesus Intolerant?

Bv Pastor Dean Honeyoutt
Mirchall County

I was riding down the creek wien I saw a Fed Tail
hawk perched on the power lne overlooking 3 cleared
Chriztmas iree field. For those of yon off the mountain
let me excplaim what “down the creek meams™. Thig
wonld be a road adjacent to a river or creek that rane
along with the flow of the water. I would rather ba
“down the creek™ as opposed o “up a creek without a
paddle” lol, and enough of my bomor. The Bed Tail hawk was amazing to look
at and watch. I knew that hawk was spying over that field just waiting to swoop
down and claw his next meal. Unsuspecting field mice, rabhits, or chickens would
be totally nnaware the enenty was waitching and ready to attack at aoy moment.

Christians, we are like the liftle field mice. We are sounrying along throngh the
Zrass nof expecting amything to happen and the next thing we know we are mn-
ning for our lives. The dewil is a roaring lion sesking whom he may denvonr.

Christizns, let me be bhmt intolersnce is not 2 sin. We have been led to believe
by the enenyy, to be pood Christismes we pust be tolerant. And this is simply not
mae. Could you imazine for just a moment the hawk swooping down to grab a
mouse and the little mouse jumps wp and says “not teday, hawk, T am Gghiing
back.” And the hawk says, “wait a minute, you are not suppose to fight back.”™
We, the Christian compmnity, have been told not o Gght back, bat to be tolerant.
This is unbiblical.

We are to lowve people, no doubt, but where in scripiure are we told o lay dowm
our dociminsl distnctvensss and conwvictions to get along with a phoralistc soc-
ety? We are to be in the world, but not of the world. There are two definitions that
describe our culiure and, if T may wse Bavi Zacharias definition of secularnzaton
and pharalization.

First, secnlarizatiom is the process m which relirions ideas. instimfions, and
insmactioms lose their social sisnificance. Wiow, did yon catch that; Christian
principles and doctrine no longer have the mfinence they once had. Mo wender so
many of our young people are confusad when they are brainwashed by liberal vmi-
versities and colleges. I know God is sovereign and absolutely nothing happens
that He is not in conmod of, and, we are fighting for the beatts and minds of our
young people. Lat me be blumt agzin, it is impossible to follow Jesus as a disciple
and oaly attend church once 3 week. Discipleship takes place in two places: a
personal daily Bible study, and at a Mew Testament Bible believing church. We
camnot equip ourselves for the battle a conple hours a week siting on 3 pew. And,
we are fooling curselves if we think we can get by with aoy less time spent with
Tesus than Peter, Tames. snd Fohn, just to mention 3 few who laft all to follow
Tesus.

Second phiralization is when competing 3 aumber of world views ars awvail-
ahle to its members and no ons world view is dominate This is whers we ars at
in America There are a compefing number of world views and we are asked to
be tolerant of all of them Could you imagine the Apostle Panl had be had the at-
mtude of many Christans today “don't rock the beat™ you may offend somebody.
The first and second cenpmries were much like we are today with many pagan
world views and Christianity was small bat through the power of the Holy Ghost
and boldness of Christians preaching the resurrection of the Lord Jesns Christ
“turned the world upside down "(Acts 17.6) The preaching of the Gospel is of-
fensive. The Gospel message is 3 message of love but also repentance.

Intolerance is not 2 sm. If T am standing on moral ground, I am not sfanding
there becmise I am better than other people; I am standimg there becase God's
wiord compals me to stand thers. The Christian soldier in Ephesians 6 is com-
manded to stand, and to withstand in truth of God’s Word

Please join me n feaching our sons and danghters and our grandchildren the
difference between being judzmental and intolerant The Phanses was very pas-
siomate about God’s word, at they kad no compassion for the sinner, They sxid
one thing, but did something else. Fesns called them hypocrites. Fesns, on the
other hand, “‘the Word of God tn the flesh™ (Jobn 1:14) is compassionate toward
the sinner and at the same e completely holy and without sin. Jesus himsslf is
intolerant. He does not allow, or accept sin, and He does not and will not share
His Glory. "Holy, koly, hely, is the Lovd gf hosts: the whole earth is il of His
glory. (Is. 6:3)

Yom sy walt 3 minute. we are not Fesns. Mo we are not, and we do not win the
wiorld by being tolerant. (Tolerant used in this article is not the idea of patience,
Tt acceptance of ideas and practices contrary to God's Word) We act in the
same manner He did. The only way to do this is the Holy Ghost in us. The Bible
teaches, the Holy Ghost conwicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judzment
(John 16-8) I simnply five in obedience to the Holy Ghost in e We are compas-
sicnate and mtoletant at the same fme. We unapologetically preach the Gospel o
save the simer, and we remember we are but saved sinners.

Would vou please consider this? When I write an article I have to ask, “Is this
mae.” I do mot want to write anything that is not e, Live Life with “Mo Fegrets”.

Pastor Degan Honeyeuit shephards Snow Hill Baptiss Church in Bakarsvilla, NC.
He may be reached at 828-355-0213, snowhillbaptizti@gmail.com , or visif thefr
wipbeite at www showlidlBaprizt com.
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

On Living the Christian Life Vietoriously
By Bruce Cannon
Mitchall County

What a paradox! Being a Chrisnian is the most wonder-
ful thing that can be said about anyone. To be forgiven
of sm_ have Heaven 25 our home, have the Haly Spirit
Iwing within and to be able to Live by all of the promizes
ziven in the Word is such a blessing and privilega. Vet
the Christian walk is 3 hnge challenge! Tesus szid, "Tn
the world ye shall have fmibulation. " (John 16:33) He also said, "I thay have
parsecuted me, thay will also persecute o, "{JTobm 15:200

The Christian life is 2 war which began the moment we accepted Jesus and will
continne untl we fmally make it home.

The Christan has three primary enemies: Satan and his armay, the world, and
the flesh. We omst always remember, " Fe wrestle noi against fesh and Mood, bt
against principalities, aeainst powers, aeminst the rulers of the darkness gf thiz
world, against spiriival wickedness im high places ."(Epbesians §:12)

Crur enenty is not the person who says things or does things which hort ns, bat
is the doving force behind that person. If we can remember that, it will help us to
not have hitterness or an unforgiving atrmde toward those who are being used to
CANSE 1S pain,

D=, Gary Smalley and John Treat coined the phrase, "Hurt people hurt people.”
Someone who has been brt, and who will pot release the person(s) who burt
them can gef so filled with anger that they nut others; especially the ones they
love most. Their angry outbursts are nnintentional and even are unconmrollakle
because of the deep Imrt residing within. 1 recently coumseled with a senior
adult whose family mewoher is filled with anger becanse of baving expeniencing
deep pain in the past. Instead of being able to zet past the pain, they have it beld
within., This person is literally being destmoyed by their anger. Therefore, when
someone comes into their presence they spray that person with their anger as one
wipuld spray paint with an aerpzol can. I coumssled the one who experienced this
“gpray” to forgive and not et the one being consmwmed with anger cause them to
2lzo be that way.

Crur flesh is an enemy. It loves to fail God and must be “reckoned dead.” (Fao-
mans §:11) The flesh longs to fail God and if left ymmastered, can lead to remen-
douns evil. Examples of this would inclhede King David, Samson or the nmltindes
who gave info the desires of the flesh and paid luge prices for their failings
thronzhout the course of history.

Samn and his amoy, in ooy opinion, is the greatest enemy of the Christian
because he nses the desires of the flesh and the lure of the world to mislead and o
"sread, Kl and destroy " (Tolm 10 -10)

Yet, though these forces are so powerful and destructive, there is wictory in
Christ. "_. greater i He that is in uz than e that iz in the world™ (1 John 4:4) We
can live a victorions Chrisfian lifs! The Holy Spirtt hving within will puide with
the Word. That is Hiz sword and He nses it to help ws overcomes. He will strength-
en, protect and equip every believer who yields to Him

What is our role? How can we be victoronsT 1)5tay close o God by keeping
sin confessed. While speaking o a group of 3rd and 4th graders recently I very
passionately and emphatically szid, "You know right from wrong. If something is
wrong, don't do it. " We, adults, know right from wrong also. If we know some-

thing is wrong, we must not give iofo it. And, if we do give in to the flesh or temp-

mation, we nmst confess and repent quickly. Unconfessad sin desooys our abiliny
o0 have the power and blessings of God in our bives. 2)5Get in the Word. Feast on
it. Memorize it. Meditate om it. The Word will help us overcome the forces of evil
which seek to destroy.  3)Pray. Prayer is a5 wuch about our experiencing {rod's
prasence. and His presence changing ns more so mto the imape of Christ. as it iz
ghout our getting our requests answered by Him. 4)Finally, we mnst surround
ourselves with people who can hold ns accoumtable o our walk with Christ,. We
are our brother's keeper and if we see somepns overtaken with a fault, we are to
restore that person to Christ (Galatians §:1)

Be wictorious in your walk with Christ. Every resource you need is available
abumdantly.

™ (828)§520-1738

NOW OPEN - A NEW PET STORE!

e PR LIES
A L_L AR DY (W L EEE NS
Enakes » Lizards = Chinchillas Gralr-Free Dog & Cat Food Treats
lguanas = Mice = Blrds Toys = Collars = Leashes
Fish and More! small Animal supplies

W EH AV EFRLLE

i _'-'_I_I'"'-'\ I—

714 SUMMIT AVENUE | SPRUCE PINE, NC
£18-310-1738 | MONDAY - SATURDAY 9:310 AM - 6:10 PM

ASHEVILLE ELDEH‘.L"I" AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7-00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”
Trips for April

April Tth - Kohl's/WalMart {Lunch at Cheddars)

April 13th - Strawberry Hill {Chesnee S5C)

April 21st - Johnson City Mall
April 28th - Farmer's Market

Rav. Bruce Cannon currandly serves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served az Director of Mizsions for the Bladen

Baprizt Arzocianon and has served on the Gemeral Boand of the Bapdist Stare Con-

vantion af North Caroling.

Freedom Life Enterprises:

» Marion Fabric & Upholistery

» Freedom Auto Detailing

— | ™M

* Freadom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifls,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « B28B-559-2700

Driving getting conusing?

Residents Call,

Mitchell County
Transportation

688-4715

We treat you like family
Friendly, Safe, Reliable & Affordable

www. bremews . com
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Enjoying EverydayLife

Face Your Giants and
Move Forward in Life

By Joyce Meyer

We all zo through hard times in this life and have issues
we need to deal with While it's not easy to face challenges
or things that have caused pain, it can acmally help us if
we let God use them to do a good work in us.

James 1:12 (AMPC) says, “Blessed (happy, to be
emied) iz the man who is pafient wnder frial and sfands up under temptation, for
when he has stood the test and bean approved, ke will necetve [the victor 5] crown
af [ife which God har promized to those who love Him. ™

This verse is mlking showt how going throngh diffioult tmes and resisting
fempiation o sin tests and fies us, revealing our free character. It prepares us to
pass our tests so we can be promoted and move foreard in God's plans for us.

It's time to stop mnning from things that are hard, that we're avoiding or put-
tng off beczuse we just don't want to confront them. I'm falking abont issues like
debt, an addiction, poor health due o bad habits, unhealthy relationships, messes
cansed by bad choices that have led you to live in self-pity. ..or anything else that
is making vou feel gulty, frsmated and weary.

Maybe vou've been living with 2 broken heart—an emotional wonnd—ihat's
been blseding for way too long. Perhaps you heave an anger issne, bitterness, or
msecurity that canses you to be easily offendsd and hard to et along with.

Whatever your “izsnes” are, they are nof just hang-ups, weaknesses or things
you have to live with, They sre ziants coming axamest vou in your walk with
Christ. And as a believer in Jesus, you doa't kave to live with any giant—son are
3 ziant killer!

Confront Your Giants

In 1 Samnel 17, we read about David, the shepherd boy wiho congquered Goli-
ath, the Philistine siant who was oppressing the Israelite anmy. Dawid's brothers
were sobdiers, and his father sent him to the battiefield to take provisions to them.
When be heard sbout Goliath, David asked, “Who i this uncincumcized Philiziing
rhat he showuld dgfl the armies qf the Ihing God?™ " (v. 26).

It botherad Travid that these Israelite men of God were standing around. letting
Goliath intimddate them so he said “I"ll fight him"™ But Eing Saul didn’t think he
could defest the siant.

5o, David told Saul how he had killed the lion and the bear when they came
after his shesp. Then he said. “And this unciroamcised Philistine shall be like cne
of them_ for he has defied the armies of the living God!™ (v. 38).

You've probably beard the story: he took his slingshot and five smooth stones,
“ran quickly foward the battle ling™ (v. 48), and killed Goliath Travid nsed what
be had and ran toward the batile—not away from it God blessed him and made
hirn & giant killer, and He wants to do the same thing fior yon!

Leam the Best Strategy for Bande

The first step in confronting your
Fiamts is making the decision that youn
won't live with them any longer but
vou will tast God to help vou do what
you need to do to be free of them Yonr
attifnde should be: [ am a giant killer,
#nd I"'m not maning fom oy problems
soymore. 'm going to take responsibil-
ity fior the messes I've made and stop 4
making excuses to avedd them. I'm mast- |
ing God to show me what [ need to do,
and by His zrace, I'l do it!

Femennber that we are parmers with |
God: We have a part to do and He bas 3
part to do. He won't do our part, and we can’t do His part When we do what we
can do, He will always do what we canmot do. But we have to be willing to obey
Hiz direction, doing what He shows ns to do.

The next step is to study the Wrd; look up every scripiure in the Bible that ad-
dresses the issue and meditate oo each one. Write them dowm and put them places
where you'll see them often. Pray and ask God to belp vou apply His Tmth o
your life. It can also help to read books abowt the subject, and if you nead it, get
profiessions] help, like counseling.

As you spend ome with God, praying and smdying Scripture, He will work in
vour heant, healing your wounds, soengthening your faith. and showing you how
0 move forward to overcome your giants.

The truth is, you don't have to bive defeated with a broken heart and emotional
pain. Make vour mind up todsy: “I"m not going te get smck in the past and zive
up my fomre becsse of something that hore me. T cam®t go back and undo it buat
Ican go forward in Christ. T will have 3 whole heart and be bealed becanse Jemms
came i heal the brokenbearted. I am a giant killer!™

Jovee Meyer is a New York Iimes bestselling author and founder of Joyee Mayver
Ministries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 beoks, tncluding Barlgfield af
rhe Mimd and Ohverload. How fo Unplug, Unwind and Unwieash Yourse{f from the
Pressure of Stress (Hachette). Sha hosts the Exjoving Evervday Life radio and TT
programs, which air on hundreds of staiions worldwide. For more pyfbrmation,
VST WWH OV Came) ar ore.

Prr on the whole armorr af God, that we may be able fo stand against the wiles
gf the devil Ephesians §:11

Carolina Theological Seminary

el AFFORDABLE THEOLOGY OR DIVINITY DEGREES
EARN YOUR DEGREE AT HOME, ON YOUR SCHEDULE
NO TIME LIMIT ON COMPLETION
EARN CERTIFICATE, ASSOCIATE, BACHELOR,
MASTERS OR DOCTORATE

Courses like:

REVIVAL - with Ralph Sexton

PSALMS - with Squire Parsons

PRAYER - with Danial Buchanan

THEOLOGY - with Kent Sexton

AND MANY MORE!

Workbook and audio courses

GREAT FOE. THE LAY PERSON UP TO THE SENIOE PASTOR.

King James Based

General info<info@carolinatheclogicalseminary.org>
Apply for free today at www._carolinatheologicalseminary.org
Or call us at 843-742-1945

www brenews com
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By Pastor Terry Cheek ThD.
McDowell County

Thanks for refurning o read another publication of
“The Blue Fidge Christian MNews™ and our artcle “The
Inspiring Word'™.

April finds the Christian sndonshy swaiting the cel-
ebration of Jesus reswrrection. The world may celebrate
E=zster, but the zaint of God celsbrates the renurection.
Yes, I realize the words are nsed synooymonsly in our
cultre, and Tam mot being critical of the children and their ime of weats, fun and
games. I onby wish to remind the church of our redeemer and His victory over
death and the grave. As we consider the Lord’s victory we omist also consider the
battles we are called upon to fight as the body of Chrst.

We know from God's word, the church will be faced with stmaggle against a
commaon foe; the devil and his armoy, ak.a. demons and their vessels. For this
reason, we are told fo put oo the whole armor of God. T feel all of us have heard or
preached mamy messages about the anmor of God. For this article and the benedit
of setfing our hearts toward the resurrection I would hike you to consider three
things with me sbowt the armor of God. Consider with me the srmor’s purpose,
pieces and presewtstion i your life.

This month open yoor Bible first to Romans 13 and follow alons Beginning
with werse 11 Panl tells the Christian it's time to wake up and realize our positon
with Jesus. Verse 12 is where I want to focus for a while. Romans 13:12 “The
might iz far spent, the day s af hand. let uz thergfbre cast off the works gf dark-
mass, ahd bt us put on the armor gf light ' The position we have is one of sharing
Jesus with those arcund us. We read im Jobin 1:4 “Tn him was e and the [ was
the light gf men. ' He is the light of His children and we are equipped (amyer) to
share thar light. Therefore, one purpose of Gods ammor is the equipping of His
saints to spread the Light of His zospel

HNow let’s move over to Ephesians 6:13 where we read “Whergfore fake unio
you the whole armer gf God, that ye may be abie fo withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand. ™ Ephesians 6:10-20 describes in detail the ammor of
God. I recommend you read the entire pazsape for clarity. Wnting to the Ephe-
sians Paul has in mind their weakness to resist temptation. Verse 12 talks specifi-
cally about principalities, powers, milers and spinineal wickedness, Now verse 13
begins with “wherefore™ which means becanse of this. Because we face such 3
foe we must tike advantage of God's provision, His armor. Here, we find another
parpose of God's armor. It prepares us for the coming armacks of Satan and his
demons.

HMow that we have established a twofiold purpose for the ammor of God let's
briefly look at the pieces of God's anmor. First, we see tuth. Trooth does something
VETY Imiportant: it serves as a girt, or & belt. The Foman soldier wore a leather balt
which supported the other pieces of his armor. Truth = the belt which supports the
remaining pieces of armor i our life. Tath, as it is nsed here refers to the math
of scriptare. God's word. It is inerrant smd inspived. We canmot lose that. Withoat
that affirmation of the tmth of God’s word m our life, everything elze falls to the
ground. Second, we see the breastplate of righteousness, or the character and
moral conduct that truth produces in our life. God’s word will change our char-
acter and conduct. God uses the phrase “bom agzin® for 3 reasen. Third, we read
absput the pospel of peace. This is illnstrated
by @ pamr of shoes. These are not any ordi-
nary pair of shoes. The Foman soldier wore
shoes called calizze and these shoes allowed
advancement against his enpry. They were
a soldier’s all-wheel drive for advancing in
combat. The Christian pwst heawe a sense of
eagernesy of willinmmess fo advance the mospsl
aEainst the Dievil and fight his resistance. The
gospel is what and bow we advance. Fourth,
we find a shield of faith. We take God at His
word, we believe His promises, we ttust His
wiork, will and wisdom in our lives. Faith will
protect ns from the doubt and disracton we
are proomized o face from Satan. Fifth, we
find the helmet of sabvation. Paul is wrifing m
the Christians They are zaved but Christiang
nead the assurance of hope that comes only
thromgh the daily reflection of salation. Hope
is mot wishing for victory, it is expscimg victory. Hope expects victory on God's
ferms and in God's time. The helmet of salvaton protects the assurance placed in
our minds and heart. Sixth, we are issued the sword of the spint, the word of God.
The “word™ used here is not logos but thema which refiers to the written word of
od. There are passages from Gosds word which encourage us, sitengthen us and
prepare us. There is alse a responsibility. We nmst read the word to imderstand
how to properly use it

I hawve discussed the purpose and the pieces of God's ammor; now let me con-
clude with the presentation of God’s anmor It is given o be worm and used. God
did mot issue His armor for us to hide soray. 1 see a comparison with the parable of
the talents. Toro people took the talents and put them to work, yes there was nisk,
bt there was also reward which paid off. The third hid his talent and faced hor-
rible judgment becauss of it. When you stand before God in fodzment will your
anmior be clean, pretty and shimy becaise you have hidden itT Or, will your armor
be beaten dirty, patched and dented becansa of combat? I don’t think God wants
o s22 His ammoT in 3 mussmm, becanse He has issued it for the battlefield Undl
next momth may God rchly bless your walk with Him.

Torry Cheek iz Pastor gff Calvary Baptist Church m Marion

The Gth Annns] Casting for Hope Gold-Level Fly-Fishing Competiton will
ooour on Aprl 7-9, 2017 in Sproce Pine and Bakersville, Morth Camoling. Anglers
from all ower the United States and even sbroad have made Casting for Hope a
staple on theit competidon circwit Crver the last four years, this event has raised
over $300,000 for women and families battling ovarian or another mymecological
cancer m our western Morth Caroling communnities.

The Casting for Hope team is seeking volunteers to make the competition
another grest snccess. Volonteers are needed o perform 3 momber of tasks such
2= food pick-up and delivery to sites and registration, bat principally, vohmteer
siTeam monitors are needed to record the lenzth of the fish that are canght by
anglers dhring the competition. If you've ever wanted to leamn maore about fiy
fishing or just enjoying sitting by a dver waiching a great angler fish—this event is
for you! And vour services will directly aid Casting for Hope's work in our com-
nmmities in western North Carclina.

T leamn more sbout the fishing competition, check ont the website: hitpo//cast-
mmgforhope org'casting-for-hopes-gold-level-fshing - competition/

T sipn ap to volunteer with Casting for Hope, complste this formy bitpedicast-
ingforhope org/fshing-toumament register-te-voluntesr-ai-casting-for-hopa/

Vohmteers will be given an official 2017 Casang for Hope t-shirt and provided
meals while volunteering.

Casting for Hope is a regional 501(c)3 public charity with offices in Morzan-
ton, Morth Caroling and Asheville MNorth Carolins. Dhollars raised through events
such as this and others throughoat the vear support Casting for Hope's mission
objectives. Casting for Hope prowvides fiy-fishing retreat programing and financial
azsistance for women and families that are coping afier 3 diarnosis of an ovar-
ian or other gvnecological cancer. For more information aboat Casting for Hope,
check ns out on the web at 9w castingforhope org.

For more information or pictares beyond the visual assefs attached here for
publication regarding this event and other Casting for Hope questions, contact:
Tohn Zimmerman, Co-Founder and Chaimman of the Board: jobn/@icasting-
forhope. org
Taylor Sharp, Co-Founder and Vice-Chairman of the Board: taylongcasting-
forhope org
Eathy Haney, Executive Director: kathyi@icastingforhope org

Do you run a
local business?

So do we.,

THE BEST LOCAL
INSURANCE AGENCY

Fourxim
1
el kR

Fortner Insurance Agency, Ine.

Spfuca P Ean-m He
028- FBa-ari N6
Pl mnd Beirasiln
ETA-T1T.7040 AT 2 AT

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

HME

LIFE * tCAR « BUSINESS

www brenews. com
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SafePlace

¥ Fresh Start Gets to Start Fresh!
Crossword Solution T

Mirchell County
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ADIM] 1T There are just  handfol of things that Mitchell Cownty

SafePlace Shelier Manager Lisa Cassaro gets excited about: her
three precious, perfect grandbabies pardening cooking, can-
ningz snd Fresh Start. Thanks to the genernsity of Trinity Epis-
copal Church SafePlace is finally ahle to restart Fresh Start!
Trinity is welcoming us mfo their Parich Hall and they are donanng pizza and
drinks fior the ladies and children who aitend. Fresh Start will mest every hMonday,
begmming Apnil 3, 5:00-6:00. Babysitters will be provided to give hMoms 3 break,
and gas venchers may be available.

This program is not just limited to cument or for-
mer SafePlace chients; any woman or young lady
who has been 3 victim of domestic violence and’
or sexual aszaalt is welcome to attend. Fresh Start
is @ support group that provides a safe, welcoming
enviromment for thermn fo disonss the pam they en-
dured at the hands of their abuser, 2z well as Lasting

affarts thizs has on not only them but teedr chil-
- dren too. But this sn't gomg to just be 3 weekly
L gripe session for women to coonmiserate abont
their suffering. Wo, no, no! Mot on Lisa®s waich!
| Lisa is going to help empower thess women, strap
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3 e Lisa has worked tirelessly pusting together ?Mmﬂmmm
L engaming informative, and entertaining programs p
O ALL FIGHTE RESERVED 10 belp women scceed in many aspects of their
lives. Several voluntesrs in the busmess commumnity, the Sprace Pine Library, and
other local experts are pracionsly lending their ime and expertise to help Five the
women 3 boost. Below are examples of some of the Fresh Start programes
Sudoku Solut

= Employability Skills - Identifying job search possibilities and concerns, and de-
vﬂupgu-almategln_:. cover letter and résnme development and writing; complet-
ingz job applications; mock interviews.

= Comypuater Literacy Skills - Fundamentals of nsing a computer; basics in creat-
ing saving, and reopening a document; basic email and inernet skills; sending,
receiving, and downloading attachments.

= Budzeting - Opening 2 bank acooumt; learning to budzet based on income;
debit cards, credit cards, and check writing; clipping coupons and daily spending
diaries.

= Personal Appesrance - Hair snd make-np makeovers; wardrobe coordination and
dressing for suoress; work clothes vs. play clothes.

= Self Care - Yoga, healthy self-esteem and positive affirmations; journaling; ef-
fects of sivess on mental and physical health.

= Ladies Choice! Cooking and bealthy muirition; basket weaving, gardening and
canning; hobbies and special interests.
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According to Lisa, “T want our new Fresh Start to simply offer women a place
where they feel accepted, where they feel they belong, whese they feel thev can
blossom and grow and thrive wgether!™

Bath Danvis i3 the Rasource Developmant Coordimator af Mitchell Cowmity Safe-
Flace. She can be reached ar 828-783-4015 ar berkbdmistaigmail.com.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* Hazardous Tree - Hedge Tri S
Famones * Hemlock Wooly

= View Clearing Adelgid Control

: cb;;“‘ger Saritos * Landscaping & Grading

* Bucket Truck Service * Retaining Walls

* Stump Grinding
Certified Arborist * Insured * Free Esfimates

enigMiskea0veas~ (028) 467-1113
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm
The Rest of the Story

I will never forget the day! One of the things that Clint’s plowing Vickie's yard
tanght me was to be sure and verify that the meszzape was lowd and clear! Thad
acked Chint if he knew where a little field was across the creek from where we
were working that day and he had assured me be knew. 1 got to the field I had
been talking about and there was no Clint. It was an bour or so later that [ leamed
he had acteally plowed ap the neighbor’s vard Hamell Hill is a very quiet, easy
zoing neighborhood, but plowing up someone’s yard was pushing bations even
for Harrell Hill. There was langhter over this even for several years and I had to
reseed and smooth ont the yard twice to get it back in shape. Oh, how I miss the
darys of all the mishaps and fum we had and lived to tell sbout 1. The Funny Famm
stories are real life examples of howr we should be able to find fim and joy at even
the most horrendous events. I hawe not had a chance to visit with Glen and Vickie
thiz spring. I think they have just zotten back to the moumtsins and Harrall Hill
after spending the winter down off the moumntsing. Tam sure we will still gat a
laugh out of the memories though when we do zet a chance fo chat

Blessings,
Farmer Dioug

Funny Farm
Dear Friends,

A late as Barch of this year I believed I was a coum-
iry boy. My home is Hendersomwille, WO, a nice town of
20,000+ onby 1 % bours sway. But my perspective changed
dramatically in tate March when I came to spend a few
momihs with my friends Dong and Barbara Hamell at Har-
rell Hill Farm near Bakersville.

Dioug and I po back more than twenty vears, I was exscn-
owe wice president fior GTE Corporation (now Verizon} and
Dwpug was a technolosy marketer. A “country boy™ who
done zood is the way I often thought of me.

Wall let me tell you, I hawe learned some valugble and
unforgettable bessons since arriving in the real ‘coumtry”. . I'we worked on the
farm mow for nearly six months and experienced things which conld coly happen
in 3 Chevy Chase film — or to me.

Aryway, if v°all will tolerate me I want to share some of my hair raising fann
stories. We'll call them “Clint’s Chrondcles on the Funny Farm™ — names will be
changed to protect the innocent, and chances are [ may exaggeraie the facts a wee
bit. It will go something like this:

Clint's Chronicles om the Funny Farm

I wras filled with joy the day Dioug let me drive his Kieti tractor for the first
tme. A sprig of hay in nry teeth divty jeans on my body and a boley tes shirt
roundad out my attire. . oh yesh, and a great straw hat! So if vou think I was
eCstanc just gefing behind the wheel, imazine my delizht when be sent me on my
first solo plowing mission.

“Hey Clint, you know that field on the other side of the fver™ Dioug asked. I
assured him I knew just the spot. “Why don’t vou take the racior down there after
hmch and plow it for potstoes?” Folks ket me tell ya, I nearly pomped for joy bat
chose not to appear too eager. Think abont if, me, a wacior and a plow .. . virgin
zround, I was a full-fledzed farmer in a few short weeks. by heart was filled with
wonder.

I was proud as a peacock drvin’ that machine down Harrell Hill Boad. Go
fipure, this was the coolest experience a man could have And I was dead set on
makinz Doug prond, sure I would make the best plower — or whatever yon call a
plow person — ever.

I pulled into my appointed plot of ground, fexed oy hands, sat high in the
saddle — oops I mean seat — and lowered the plow thingy. When I pushed the Litle
green button that makes the plow thingy plow, I expenenced an adrenaline msh. If
oaly my daddy conld see me now.

I plowed and I plowed. . .I wawed at folks doving by, some slowing down to
gawk af me rather suspiciously. But I didnt mind, I thought “T am ONE with the
ractor.”

Every now and then T would narm mvy head slightly to admire the progress,
plowing, digring sxcavating . I was the ‘Tesl deal’. 3 virmal Tobn Deere. T hesi-
tate to call it 3 spirial experiencs bot damed near.

As I mamed the ground making deep rows for pofatoes I heard a soft rap on
the ractor door. Glancing to my keft, a small womsn, her head covered with a
sunbonnet, gazed up af me, her eves a bit fantc. [ was more than a tad aomoved; T
stopped the plower {or whatever youn call it), killed the roaring engine and asked,
“Hello ma’am may I kelp you?™

“Yes, I think so. My name is Vicky, what are you doing?™ she asked. All the
while I'm thinking it's prefty clear what I'm doing, can’t she see I am a farmer
prepanng a potato Geld? “Hi, my name is Clint and [ am plowing,™ I replied. “I
am helping noy friend Donz plant potatoes.™

Vicky removed ber sunglasses and glared it muy eves, the look was laser-like
as she asked “Cn my property? TUh ob . oy heart fluttered . noy pulse raced, my
head began to pomund ny skin glowing like 3 boming ember 85 I answered, “0h
Lord I hope not!™

At that moment T had a near out-of-body experiencs as I imagmed the conse-
quences for my ewor ['ve seen the films when a3 famer encroackes on another's
land - be is always shot with a Colt 45, [ waiched RMiss Vicky's hands, fully
expecting ber to draw a pistol from ber pocket and end ooy life.

I conzidered leaping from my ractor and monning sway, but T was bemmed m
— gither pump into the Toe Biver on the left or oot Harrell Hill Road on mv night
Surely I would drown in the swirling torrent or get squished by a2 cartle trailer
on the road. 5o I s=id to Vicky, “Lhm, ma’am I zm so sormy [ don't even knoway
whar to ==y, Yiou see I thought this was the place [ was supposed to plow. Pleaze
understand, I"m new here, never been a fanmer before. . in fact this is the first dme
I"ve ever used a plow thingy. This is ooy first BIG farm mastake. What on earth
can I do to make this right? Fust tell me, anything, and I will do it'” Suddenly her
countenance changed and with a twinkle in ber eyes and a2 wanmn smile Miss Vicky
replied, “A little grass seed wonld be nice.™

Later that dav nay friend Doug visited my victim. They had a goed chuckle
ower the city boy's error and she told him, “Ar first I was pretoy upset but I don’t
think I've ever seen such terror in another person’s face. His eyes were as big as
bubcaps! 1 just had to lanzh ¥ And Dong planted grass seed, twice in fact.

As ] reflect on this event T am lnomblsd by God's gprace expreszad through the
actiong of 2 sranpsr. T would understand Riss Vicky taking sreat offense for nuy
wrong against her; instead she shomred mercy. I leamed more about namdlicy that
day

B5.If vou s2e a 60 year old man driving 3 Kiofi near your property please don’t
shoot. He is surely lost and needs directions.

.Lﬁﬁsﬁhﬂ'_lgﬂﬁﬂ

Appalachian Herftage Week

BAMWHKEF. ELE. W.C. — Sponsored by the Stephenson Center for Appalachia,
Less-McPae will kick-off the start of spring and highlight the unique aspects of
meoumtzin lving during its seventh ammal Appalachizn Heritaze Week,

The weeklons event will begin on Monday, April 3, with the Mew Opporhmity
School for Women Open House from 1-5 pm. The proeram provides the oppor-
tumity for participants to embrace their Appalachian heritage as they improve their
lives. Toin Dhirector Jermie Harpold, members of the MOSW advisory council and
past gradustes to leam more about this program that kas changed the bves of more
than 100 women within the region and more than 700 m the 28 years since it was
founded in Berea, Kenmcky.

That same day, MacDonald Dining Hall will serve a traditional, Appalachian-
themed meal while the group Us Fellers, will play old-time moumtam pmsic. Mesl
cost for non-Lees-McFae meal plan holders is 510.25 writhout tax.

Starting at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4, professor of biological sciences Gene
Spears and professor of biology Stewan Skeate will lead students and commmnity
myvembers arpund campus fo identify and discnss the many varetes of wees on
campus. Interested participants shonld gather at 1 pm. in Swank Park behind the
Chaffee Adminisiration Building

That evening the Bailey Moantsin Clogzers will have the cafeteria juomp-
ing from 5-1% notil §:15 pom. The maard-winning team from Mars Hill College
retums for the fourth year in a row at the request of sdents and faculty who have
enjoyved the groups dances.

Wednesday, April 5 is the 13th Anmoal Mountain Day of Service during which
stodents, faculty, staff and conrmumity members volhmieer their time and efforts
in projects around campus and in the community. For information o to voluntesr,
conmact Renee Baker in the Stodent Development Office at bakerr@lmc edu or
B2E.298_3414.

From noon until 3 pom. on Thursday, April 6, the college will celebrate old and
new Appalachian crafis and traditions. Local Potter, Bob Withrow, from Brass-
tonwn, Morth Carolima, will demonstrate his pot-throwing technigue in Swank Park.
Stodents and wisitors are invited to get their hands wet and shape clay on the torn-
ing wheel. Withrew will also have 3 selection of his work for sale

Also, beginning at noon on Tate Lawn, smdent-favoriie Apple Hill Farm Owner
Les Fankin will bring alpacas to campus.

That night beginming at 7 pan. in Evans Anditornum, area author and historian
Michael Hardy will present a program on Morth Carolina listory, Appeating as
the renowned Fichmond M. Pearson, (1805-187E) an American jurist who served
as Chief Jastice of the Morth Carolina Supreme Conrt from 1858 o 1878, Hardy
captures the past o bring it alive.

The wesk"s festivines conchide on Friday, April 7 when Greg “Bumble Bee™
Miller brings his percheron team and camiage to campus to tike stodents and
visitors for rides the old-fashioned way — by real horsepower. Horse and camiage
touas will be available from 11 am. wmtil 2 pom At 2 pm. in Bvans Anditorinm,
Leas-McPas history professer, Scoft Huffard will present the acclaimed film
Blood on the Mountain and lead 3 discussion of the isswes raised by the movie,
which explores coal minimg in West Virginia and the stmaggle miners bave endured
over the years.

“Ohyce agzin, we invite everyone o join us in Lees-McBae's celebraton of
our Appalachizn heritage ™ Michael Joslin, director of the Stephenson Center for
Appalachia at Lees-McFae College said. “Whether you can contribute fo our un-
derstanding of the past or hope to leamn more about mountin colnoe, please join
us for one or all of our activities. We look forward fo a rewarding week.™

All events, with exceptions to meals, ate free and open to the public. For further
information contact Pam Joskin at 828 898 8721 or email Michae] Foslin at jos-
linf@llme edu.

IMestled in the Bloe Fidge Mountzins of western Nosth Carolina, Lees-hcFae
College is a private, four-year college offering diverse baccalaureate degress
strong sthletic prosrams and cutstanding faculty. Field-specific career preparation
and hands-on learning enhance the broad core owrmiculam. For more information,
please visit wwnw Imc edn or call 28 898 5241,

www. bremews . com
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828-548-3549 B28-558-5003 o, 828-237-1973
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Jesus Wept (John 11:35)
By Pastor Exrt Bomar
Avery Coungy

As we entar the Easter
season, this is a good tme to
look at the shortest verse m the
Bible. Tesus is just deys away
from the cross and we see
some deep emaotion in him ag
he wreeps. Why is be wespmp? He has just smived
at the house of Mary, Bartha and their brother
Lazams. Lazarus has just died four days earlier
The funeral is in process.

If I put myself in Jesus® place, I sfill don't see
wiry he is wesping. I wouldn't. I would be joyiul
and saying “Hey guys, stop crying, I'm bere,

I'm going o raise Lazarus. Let’s get ready for a
party!™ So winy was be weeping?

Let’s examine some possibilities:

1. Perhaps he was remimded of the effects of sm. Mavbe he was thinking “Thig
wasn't our plan from the beginning. I"m saddened that my buddy, Lazamus, kas to
suffer becanse of the fall of man ™

2. Spome say he was saddened becanse he knew Lazamis was in paradise and he
was about to yank him ont of there.

3. He could have been sad because he had been ministerimg for three years now
and 5till there was nobelief in him by Mary, Mariha, and the other moumers. In
fact, Mary blamed him for her brother’s death.

However, I think maybe the main reason is that Fesus was fulfillmg prophecies.
Bemember what Isaiah said sbout him. He was “a man gf zorrows, and acquaint-
ed with grigl (Isa. 53:3).

Mayhe even though he knew everything was going to eventually tum out OF,
be looked arpumd right then and saw 2ll the burting people. This sounds so simple
bt I think it's tae.

Hebrews tells us that as our High Priest be sympathizes with us, e feels forns,
and that e prays oo bekalf of us to the Father. We often focns on Jesas as God,
bt sometimes we forget that be was a man too.

I like that.

When I'm burting, I want someone who cares for me. I want someone who sees
me a3 A good friend. Someone who savs “ouch™ when I cut or bum myself. That's
what I see here. That’s why he was crying. And that's why we can be confident
that when we are lnoting, JTesus, our best friend is horting too.

As we enter mnte Bzster, remember that while Tesus loves us, e likes us too!

Selah (think about it)

KEurt Bomar is pazior gf Walnut Grove Church.
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Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

1995 West US Hwy. 19E
Burnsville, NC 28714

Archery - Hunting - Fishing

Guns & Ammo
Bowtech, Mathews, Hoyt, Mission, PSE, Diamond, Elite
Bear Archery

GOOPER'S TRADING, IMG. ﬁ

Shannon Cooper
B28-208-0898
828-678-9929

HOPE

MITCHELL COUNTY

EASTER EGG HUNT
APRIL 8*
1AM - 2PM

REGISTRATION AT: FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SPRUCE PINE
EGG HUNT : RIVERSIDE PARK
(BeLow THE CHURCH)
LuncH : FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

CHURCHES:
DoNATIONS: EGGS, WRAPPED CANDY ,FOOD FOR LUNCH
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR:
GIVING OUT FLIERS

Comtacts : Janice Branch 828-385-5204
Tessa Tayler 828-230-2301
Church Secretary @ B28-T65-9411
IF BAD WEATHER OCCURES WE WILL STAY IN CHURCH

See Us on Facebook

ucl-i

Pine and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
N“"U::J““E‘E“dh‘:“ﬂ":lh 12715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine
Recyling Stumps, Limbs, - S : :
Call for Dump Fees (828) 766-6169
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L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture

2 mc-nths lnte-re5t free - CALL

‘He is ‘Risen
- 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC

Tuesdiy - Friday  Salesday  Sunday & Mondiy
ilam - tpm  [0am - d4pm Closed

Snfansaiepﬂice
starting at §299
B e B
Exit &1 1-40
(828) 652-7T6G6G7

designed and produced right hera in the USA

with wood when needed and customize the amount of heat to your liking,
They are simple to use and built to last!

Young's Fuel of Bakersville and L&B Furniture of Marion

Nothing makes a home cozier than a wood burning stove. They look great and they
produce heat for your living room, family room, dining room, or kitchen, Buck Stove
offers a wide selection of Wood Burning Stoves in various styles and sizes, proudly

Buck Stove wood burning stoves allow you to use 2 plentiful and renewable source of
fuel to heat your home all winter. Not only do wood burning stoves look pleasing, but
they also allow you ta rely on your awn source of heat, You can heat your home

Visit our local BUCK STOVE Dealers and check out the selection of Wood Burning Stoves!

Hung from His Creation
By Allea Buchanan

Ciry folk dow't have the opportunity o walk outside
thelr door snd gaze at their swrrondings znd sea bil-
lions of mees like vou and me. We cannot aveld contact
with this creation. Everything from a teothpick o large
skyacrapars have wood or 2 product conststung of wood
in them.

Stop for 3 moment and ask yourself bow the very
axistence of creation wonld have been alered without
traes. Thep nun vour mind to the fact that the creater of the mee sant His sely Son
to earth o die on A ree for von and me.

T'he fr:-'.' queatin:lu' azk is, why a ::Eﬂ'“ How uiid -:lu':L:r Ol 3 CTOSS I:e'ume the

.u’ﬂ' i v commmitted a sin w |:u'r.|1,1 q,f.:f-:lurF:l_ .r."'-ef.lh:l fa o bﬂ_.:rau' o u‘m*h :Ji-'::i'
thou Rang him on a tres.”

v second gueston would be. what kind
of mes was wsad for the cross? Tlooughout the
scripiures the following rees are made reference
too Olive mn 1 Eings 6:31; Almoend w Jerenuah
1:11; Sycamors in Luke 17:8; Sycamore in Luks
194 and the Fig, Pomegranate, Palm and Apple
mees in Joel 1:12 (ETW). Cyvpress, Taniper sed
Cedar are mentioned fw Tsatah 60:13 NIV
Mpwhera did T find one of thess referrad to as be-
| ing used for the cross. Smce I don't have biblical

reference materials, I questicnsd a cougple of min-
|| isters who told me basically what I had found.
Twas curions as to what mformation about the
cross [ maght find on the Intemmet According to
| Google about 16,700,000 results are available
concenuing the cross and crocifizdon. I scapmed
tarough sevaral of these and cames to 2 conclusion 2o one knows for sure.

Tha kind of wae nsed to suspend cur Lord and Savior Tesus Christ bepaean
hagven snd earth to save each one of s frovn our sims is such a ooy concern. It
doeme’t mater T'm just glad He was willing to dis for me.

"For God 1o loved the world, that ke gave his only begotien Son, that wheso-
avar baifeverh in him shouwld not perizh, but have everlasing e " John 3:16

T'IL never koow bow mack it cost to see my Savier upon that cross!” (Frowm
“Here [ Am 1o Worship” - Tim Hughes 2001)

Allan Buchanan i a fheelance Christian writer Allan artends Bear Creak Bapiizi
church.

Peebles Furniture of Spruce Pine, Blossman Gas of Burnsville, Amerigas,

warw brenews_ com
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The Stone

Ev: Joyce (Fov) Harwpod Baldwin

They found the largast rtone fo place
In front of Jarus “fomb
The darinmes: shadewed all arownd
Frowm the sadness af the moon

The sum and stars and earih agreed
Twas the draariest day gfall
Tha when the sfone came rolling out
Tay heard the angels cail.

“Rgisice of kings and people:
Take joy ve earth and shies
The Smior has arizen
Lovd Jesus iz alive. ™

He srood in whitest garmens
Hiz fee shone ke the sum
Hiz mizsion was accomplished
Oy how God Toved His Son.

Earth trewebied ar His entrance
e sione was rodled awa)
It bowed bafore the masrer
Halding sulemt 1l that day.

Fhen Jesus comes again fo fake
Hiz bride to Heaven fair
The stong will breath tn grear releasc
When He breaks through the air

Joy is o resident gf Madizon Couniy, where sha mow [fvas with her Fisband,

Dhan Yy .,’w Balgwin, She iz currently a member of Mt Zion Bapsist church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previous membar, shw calls Forks gf hy
Chunch ':| Wamegrviile, “home meay fom home ™.
Gospel Treup “Jonah s Teice " our of Mars Hill, NC. Her larest song "Homecom-

g will soon be heard by man):

Mizsiowary Bapiist

She ix currentiy singing with the

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Stay Plugged In

By Wendy Cannon
Mirchell Couniy

Ce momming a couple of weeks ago, T was sifiing
at the dining table payinz some bills. Iwas using my
smart phone 23 8 calonlator.  Suddewly, the screen
started to dim. Thar was when [ poticed the bamery of
my smart phone was ahmoest empty of its charge. S0, 1
gquickly retmeved oy smart phone charger apd phigged
itin The power was restored! [ complared the fask
at hand buar afterwards the Dord began o speak to mvy
haant

The smart phonoe 1 & wonderful creamon. We are able to wse 1t to do 3 malomds
of thupngs. We can use a smart phone 0 make a call to somwecne. A sman phons
can also be used a5 a GPS. 3 caloulator, 2 camiera, 2 radio, 3 westher forecaster,
something 1o conuect ws o social media, and in short, a computer, Bur, without a
power charge, a smar phone will become usaless. If the battery has a full charge
the smart phone cap fuoncroen for 3 while, bur evenmally it will go dim and then
become nseless.

How like us! We are a wonderfinl creanon. Wa were created i the very nnage
of a lovmg God and were created fo be able to do so many wondserful things, But,
we also need power

We need o cormect daily to our power source to function as we were intapdsd
Cno power comes from Crod. We comnect to our power through prayer, Bibls
smady, aod siting wnder the Word, When we naglect those things, our power
begins o wane and “our screens will begin to zo dim ™

T soday®s world, all of our lives are exmemiely basy. With ouar busy Ioves we
may naglect to “recharze our bameres.”
Thers may come 3 e when we realize
thar it has been a few days since we picked
up our Bible, We may come o the end of a
buzy day and realize thar we haven’t taken
tha tme to pray. At first, we may not fzel a
whaole lot different baczuse we ars working
off of & 'pre1.1-..'~u_ ':u!IEE Bur eventualky, if
we do not “plug in” we will feal the differ-
gace. Cur artimades will change Things that
we have dealt with previously will snddenly
seem &0 tonch kardar to handle, We will wake up one moming and oor joy will be
gone. Whar has happened? Onir “soreen has become dim ™ Char battery has lost it
charze.

Tris mme to “get plugsed in.” Fead the Wood. Talk to the Farker o praver He
has een waitng for vour renom. We have a never-anding sbvwdance of power
availaible to ns if we will just “stay plozzed in ™

Wimdy Cannpn serves with her lusband, Bov Bruce Connen, af Bear Croegk Bop-
nzt Church. She stares, "1 love western North Caroiing and am so happy the Lond
Iz laiting us serve Him hare in this very deautiful pars gf the Stave.”

SERVICE I:IH III

DL CHANGES - HHAI{EE » TI.II\IE-UF‘F
"OFFICIAL NORTH CAROLINA INSPECTION STATION®

828-688—5487 oR BE28—-c88—-cGa4898
MON.~FRI 7:30AM TO S:30PM _ - u.u B:00AM TO 12:00 PM

ngh Cﬂuntry Pﬂlar:s Is Pleased To Annuunce...

T WL D D RAY W FANTE T b U AR S AL i - . A RAVIMNGSE OM ALL 3500 MODELS

R Nl EMANLEY

WY CIT IyeE Wiosrlol = FieC Lo = a TR TEA TS i

:' 5 ?EAH l
wlﬂllﬂ'l"l'

High Country Polaris, Inc.

www.hlf,,hi.uuntrvmdhlndrﬂ.L{.'-m
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Easter Day HE IS RISEN!
Bw Fev. Jobn MoCoury
Roan Mountain, Tennesies

It iz ooe of the stwange things in the wodarm Church that wa
think of the Easter farth onlv ar Easter time.

Itis at Easter mue ahmost alone that we think of the Rasur-
raction and of the life to come; it is at Easter tme almost
aloms that we sing the bvioms of the Easter farth. This is so
wrong. [ think that we have forgofen the origin of Sunday,
the Lord's Diay. The Sabbath, the Jewish holyv dav, commemorated the rest of God
after the labour of the six days of creation; the Sunday, the Lord's Day, com-
memarates the Fesarrecton of our Lerd, for it was on thar day that be rose from
the dead. In the early Church the Fesumecton was the star in the finnament of
the Church. The Fagurection was
the cna glodous fact on which all
worship and all lfe were founded.
To that ceamality of the Easter
faith the Beswraction faith, we
would do well fo refum contnu-
alty. It is the Easter farth (the faith
in the risen and livinz Lord)
which makes us sbla to meet lifa.
For if we believs that Fesus Chrisy
1z risen and hivingz, then we monst
believe that all 1ife s lived in
Lis presence, that we ars lites-
ally pever alone, that we are called vpon to make vo effort, to endure no soarow,
to face po tempfation withont him It is the Easter faith (the fzith in the nsea and
Iwing Lord) which makes us able to mest death. It is the Easter faith that gives us
& fiend and companion who Ived and who died and whe is alive for evermore,
whe s the congueror of death. The presence which is with us in life is with us in
dearth zupd beyvond. [ once read a story where the witer tells how lus father died.
His father was old and i1l One moming the writer talls how be went up to his
father's bedroom to waken im The father said, "Pull up the blinds so that I can
ses the moming light ™ The soo pullad wp the blind and evean s the Heht entered
thee rocm, bies father sank back on iz prllows dezd. Death was the coming of the
miorning lizght. The Easter faith shonld be in our thonghis not simply 2t a certain
season of the Chrstizn year; it ought to be the faith in which Chrisfizns daily live,
and in which in the epd they die. oaly 1o live sgain

Join MeCoury 1z pastor of Evergreen church in Roan Mounimn, Timnessee and
alzo chaplain at Roan Highlands Nursimg Center:

homes
of MORGANTON

Clayton

Spring Into Action. ...

By Mike Stround
Burke Coungy

Evarybody feels betfer this tme of the year. Winfer is be-
hind ws and longer days before us. April showsars biing Spring
floers. Time fo get some spring clesning going oa arcund the
houwse and the vard, People are tmstling and chomping st the pi =
it to get out of the house and into some projects. It sesms our life can be lika
that sprameally, We ibemate dorng winter months of our lives., Time to awake
and zar the sleep our of our eyes. Time to getinto the light of day and start mow-
ing  It's like junping out of the bed first thing in the momings. Hard to do when
yvou are sleepy.  The sun wpon vour face helps vou get movieg.  Thart 15 what we
have to do in this season of our lifs. Let the SO, shine npon our face. Waka up
from our sleep and put on soms sood music and praise the Lord. He zives us lifa,
and wa should skout His asme with every brezth.  Come out of the valley and
scale the momtain 1o the top.
Enjov life from the kish side.
not the low zide. Spring into
acoen with your daily reading
¢ | of the word of God. Takea
| few murmates first thing every-

| vour ways. He will guide vour
| every step.  He has dreams

| mezide of vou that only you cam
falfll Fan with the dreams in
your beart  Start anew each and every day. His merncy and grace are more than
anoigh to propel you into your destinaton.  Dwoa't safile for less, but the bast.
Yo are a child of the Most High God.  An Ambassador for Chazst. You are the
most infivential person in vour circle of friends and fanuly. Brng new life o
those around youw, jast like spring brings pew life to the planet Blossom intoa
beautifal person, full of God's glory and grace. Be an encourager. a visionary, a
haaler with words and actions fo the burting.  Break pew ground and mm up the
old drv soil and water your soul.  Pouar out 1o others and Cod will £11 vou up o
overfiowimne. There 1= now bemer ways to start ont the spring ssason than deing
juast that. Youw are besutiful and wonderfil in who God created you o be.  Ha the
naw life to vourself and others arpumd yon. Let your light shipe and blossom in
the Lard.

Mike Strowd iz g pasfor af Horizon Charch in Moveandon, Music Divector af wiww
AmazinebraceRadio.com, and oans Sroud Buiiding Supply i Marganios.

[I-40 Exdi 103
12746 Burkemont Ave

nton, NC
B28.433.8455
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PruittHealth Home Health
would like to thank you and
your family for the opportuni-
ty to serve you! We strive to
provide the best quality
services for your home
health needs.

Avery County:
(828) 733-1550

Our services include:

» skilled nursing

» physical, occupational
and speech therapies

* medical social work

» home health aides

Mitchell County:
(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:

828) 682-7825
(828) We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding

Pruitthealth.com counties.
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BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Roan Bd. - BO. Box 217 - Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Phone (828) 765-2762 - Fax (828) 765-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 Amencan Thread Fd. - Manon, NC 28752
Phone (828) 756-4426 - Fax (828) 756-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Cell (828) 385-1099

Chance Boone

CNA positions available. Part-time
and Full-time. Flexible hours.
Call §28-765-4343 for more information

or apply anvtime at our office Monday
through Friday between 7:30 am and 4:00
pm. 125 Skyvview Circle. Spruce Pine, next
to the Chevy dealership.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Stop In and
enjey a Steak
with usl

South Hwy 226
Spruce Pine, NC

Spruce Pine Shopping Centar

828.765.9151

western-si1zzlin com

The Day a Witchdoctor Got Saved .
Ev Fev. George Patton, Fr. L. 4}

It was a typical warm suny day in Uzanda when wa
paved road, passing mamy litte shops along the way, untl
finally we armived at a Hitle dit road. We had not avel
over 3 mile afier mmingz off, and cut throwsh the jumgle
we went. The further we went dowm the road the sparses
ihe houses got. Mot only did the hounses get sparser, they
became less and less like a house and more and more 3 hot, Linle grass buts began
to dot the sides of the road and the hillsides. We went throwgh litde village afier
little willage Finally, dwe eleciic poles stopped. I knew we were going inbo some
of the most remote areas of Uganda. We started to slow down as the road zot worse
snd warse. The pastor we were with, Jeremiah was his name. (he is a comyerted
witchdoctor that God has saved and called o be a preacher of his Word)) pointed up
ihe hill fo one of the huts snd said, “That & the bome of coe of the camibals. He
is dead now.” You see up until 8 generation ago they were still practicing canmibal-
ism. TWe finslly amived at the village e ol Y, L
center. Thad been told that this place € P“ i
was held by witchdoctors, some of the | Ll o
most powerful. We had amived an hoor |
early so our Bopther im Christ decided
to show us around the village. We
made our way down the village to ome
of the witchdoctor s houses. His name
is Edward MNow Edward's daddy nsed
o b= a teacher of witchdoctors for East
Africa. They would come frorm all
around to be ramed. Edward began o
show us around his property. We went
by his honse and ouf to his garden. He
was elling us stomes along the way.
We crcled around and ended up in the
cemetery at his father’s tomb. It was
elaborately decorated. It was made of
white marble with his father’s picmre
on the tomb. As we were standing there
I asked Edward “Edward” [ said “Do §
oo know who Jesus 57 “Yeg ™ He
szid T know who He i5.7 I szid “Ed-
ward, vou know He is the Son of God™
“¥Yes," BEdward said “T know thet ™ I ‘
szid “Bdward you know He came, lived,
died and was put in a tomb and oo the
ihird day He arose again and now He is
seated af the right hand of His Father i |
heaven™ “Yes " Edward said “I kmow
that as well " “Edward™ I said apain
“Wiou knewy He carme to take awsy the
sins of the world™ “Yes,” He zaid with
hic hesd ling low: I said “Edward
v know the Bible says that we are all
simmers.” ““Yes” Edward said, “T know
that too.” Edward.” I zaud, “What is
keeping you from asking Jesns fo save
you and o take away your sins and give
you & place in hesven™ Edward looked
up with a glow atout his face and said,
“I suppose nothing ™ T sad “Edward,
don't yon think vow want to ask Jesus
o come and =ave you today? With a
big smile on hiz face he said “Yes I do.”
Fight there om his kmees. m front of his
father’s tomb, Edward prayed and re-
ceived Christ He said afierward that he
had been thinking about this for some !
time and that God had sent us there dhat
day, for that purpose. After Edward had
praved, be asked us if we wanted w zo
and pray over his shipes, This is the
place that he had heen doing his sorcery.
I said, “Yes we do™ We went and Laid
hamds on those brick shines and prayed
of Satam that was there Then we asked
the hnly Spirit to come and remder amy
evil activity practced there in-effactive.
We procesded on fo our conference at
the cinarch and it wasa't long before
seat. What an amazing day when God r-
takes an old witchdocior and mansforms
him inte follower of Tesus Christ.

The church i the village

Gworge Pation is an evangeliztmissionary fo the world from Grace Baprist
Church i Morganioe.
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Morgantan Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

More than Conquerors!
By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke Coumgy

The daily grind can really tzke a toll on a per-
son from time to tme. There are so many “land-
mimes™ just waiting to Cause us to siumble 3z we
iry and take our stand for Jesus. I think it is safe
o s3y that we just live life “out of focns™ on oc-
casion. And it is no surprise that we watch people
(and maybe even ourselves) become discourazed
if we linger too long on the disiractons that whirl
arcund us oo & regalar basis.

It is then that we can be thankful for the armoer that we can “swit-up™ in to
shield us from the darts, bomps and challenges that we experence way 0o ofien.
Yes, we have protection! The Bible gives insbruction o "take up the whole armor
af God, that you may be able to withztand in the evil day, and kaing done ali, to
stand ™ (Ephesizne §13) The scriptures continne on in verses 14-18 with girding
our waist with tmath, putting oo 3 breastplate of nghtecusness and to shod our
feet with the preparation of the zospel of peace. Then we are to take the shield of
faith with us in order to quench all the fery daris of the wicked one. And that's
not 3! We mmst ke the helmet of salvation and sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God and then pray always with all prayver and supplication in the Spdrt,
being watchiinl to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the samis!
Amazing that God loves us that omch o give ns this wonderfil ontfit of protec-
fion 25 we face difficulf simations!

There was 2 man named Dirk Pieters who was awaiting his execution in prison.
He wrote 8 moving letter of comfiort to the one e called “may most baloved sister
and wife, Wellemnet.” He tried to pour the hope that animated his heart into hers.
He guoted Christ: “Therngfome you now have zarrons, bur Twill see you apai and
your heart will ngioice, and your joy no omng will fake from pou™ (John 16:33)

Dirk halped his wife focus on the funure joy of being reunited in the presence
of Christ. He wrote, “T admonish you. . .my most beloved. . let us draw near with
a e heart in finll assurance of faith. .. I commend you o God.”

He fonzht through his anguish. He didn’t allow his present ciroumstances to
overwhelm him  And he quoted the reassuring words of Paul: “Who shall zepa-
rate us from the fove gf Christ? Yet in all these things we are more than conguer-
ors throneh Him wio loved s (Fomans 8:35-37).

Dirk looked to eternal realifies. He leoked fhroush the bars and through the
prison walls. He was
ghle to affirm that
shzolutely nothine not
death not anything in all
creation, could separate
the believer from the
lowe of God in Christ
Tesus. This s what Dirk
was able to share in his
darkest hour.

When we face life’s
end, Jesus” promise of
eternal life is our only
hope. Stanng death
in the face. we find
that Tesus® promize of
“forever” makes all the difference. Sensing that this life is not the end buoys us
up with new hope.

In one of my favorte books, Steps o Christ, we are reminded that “the
Christian is not left to walk m mncertzin paths. We are not left to vain regreis and
disappoinmments. And if we do not have the pleasures of this life we may still be
jovinl in looking to the Life beyond ™

In Christ we look to the “life beyond.” We are more than congquerors through
Him who loved us and gave us bemutiful msmactions in His precious Word! MNoth-
ng can separate us from his love. Diaily look to Him and let your heart be filled
with courage. Diaily look to Him and let your life be filled with joy. Dhaly look to
Him and let your soul be filled with hope!

With Jesus on our side. . we are mighty snd sfrong. . we are more than con-
querors!

Rick Mercer iz the paztor of the Worganion Seventh-day Aavenfizt Church af
2187 Jomestovwm Road, Morganton. They can be reached ar 870-520-3549 ar
gimerceriditds net. Check ouf wiww.morgantonsda.org. Their pazzion & fo share
the love af Jesur with all who will listan.

Bakersville Community Health Center

Diaper Program

By Amber Dillinger

Bakersville Commmmnity Health Center and Celo Health
Center are proud to announce their new commumity disper
program. Children wheo live in Mitchell, YVancey, or Avery
County and have Morth Carolina Medicaid may be eligible
to purchiase low cost diapers 2t our health centers. Parents
Or caregivers who are interested n applying for the program
must compleie an application. If approved they will be eli-
gible to purchase dispers af the low cost the health center pays for them. Parents
and caregivers are not charged fax or shippinz Each eligible child can receive (2)
packs of diapers per month. (That the parent'caresiver will purchass ) Parents or
caremivers can apply for the program or gat more information by calling Amber
Dillinger at §88-5621. They can also apply n person at the following locations:
-Bakersville Commmnmity Hezlth Center Annex (86 M hitchell Ave Bakersville
{AcToss from the Clinic) -Spruce Pine Commmunity Health Center (3§ Hospital
Dimive Sprace Pine) -Celo Health Center (116 Seven Mile Ridze Fd. Bumsville

Amber Dellinger ix the Quireach and Enrellmant Cortifled Application Counsalor
ar Bakernille Commumily Health Canter

"‘" Community Diaper Program

7

At
Bakersville Community Health Center
Celo Health Center

Spruce Pine Community Health Center

You can receive diapers at the prices [isted below
(If you meet certain requirements.)

You must complete an application.

Call 688-6621 for more infarmation or to apply.

Skre Prica it Dinpers/Pack
l £5.75 44
i L1086 4
3 48.14 56
i 416,249 1]

Childran

:‘_T'.; _.-'E_-ﬂ-.&'-.'--'. seFae P ol

- Hair

- Perms

- Cits

- Highlighting

Vicky Hutc

B"""J-!J‘--
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McDowell X Tech

L-e,aming for Life

54 College Drive, Marion, NC (828)-652-6021 www.mcdowelltech.edu
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Hospice and Palliative Care of the
Blue Ridge
The Hospice Choice

By F. Breat Price
Mirchell County

Comifort, Love and Fespect— thess words embody the
exsence of Hospice snd Palliative Care of the Bhae Bidge.
They are woven into the heart of our promise to provide
the best care possible for all those who choose ns to care
for them at the end of life.

When we speak of comfort, freedom from physical pain
is a primary concern. Medication and personal care assis-
fance, as well as emotional and spiriteal support, a1l seek fo ensure comfort. Fre-
quently, physical pain is diminished once emotional and spirimal pain is resolved.

A gentle touch, a reassuring presence or 4 single tear— all are expressions of
lowe that defy words. This is love that doesn’t bend others to our will It's rooted
in grace that isn’t cheap and doesn’t play favorites. This lowve validates the worth
of each person we serve.

Every patient and farmily in our care are trexted with respect. Regardiess of
anyone's past history or ciroumstances, every person bas worth and deserves to
be treated with dignity. We affirm the right of every patient 1o mske their own
choices regarding their care and guality of life. We are commutted o honoring and
affirming their decisions withont judzement.

When you choose Hospice and Palliative Care of the Bhue Ridge you are choos-
ing more than simply another agency doing business as wsual. You are choosing a
team of exceptionally qualified, compassionare and dedicated persons who have
answered 3 call o commited service

Crur patients and families come first— abways. The needs of those we serve at
the end of life are oor priorty. We are the choice you can coant on.

Reverend Bront Price is a chaplaim at Hocpice & Palliative Care of the Blue
Ridge

The Rotary of Spruce Pine

Restoring the Penland Post Office
By Doug Sudduth
Mitchell County

Pestoring the Penland Post Office and general store
was the fopic af the March © regular mesting of the
PFuotary Club of Sprace Pine.

Penland Post Office Project Board of Directors chair
Alicia Swarmgen and board treasurer Suzanme Ford
told the club about the history of the buildings and the
board’'s accomplishrments since it was formed m 2012,
the same year the post office and peneral store were
placed on the Matonal Fegister of Historic Places.
Swarmpen said the post office was established in 1870 and moved several times
before moving to its corrent building in 1934, The building itself was uailt in

= = 1902 and boused the Bailey Lum-
ber Company, and later several
General Stores.
The project needs moTe monEy
to fmish the restoration, at which
fme the space will be available
for retail spaces, an outdoor rec-
reation gutpost such as kayaking
or rafimg because of its locstion
| along the banks of the Morth Toe
0| River or other businassas,
Wisit wwnw penlandpostoffice org
or mail & check o The Penland
BPaost Office Project, PO Box 41,
Penlsnd MC 28745 to donate.

Rotarian Reid Duncan, igft, preseniing locally
handmade mugs fo dlicia Swaringen, cantar
and Suzanne Ford

Doug Sudduth is the Public Relations Cfficer for the Spruce Pine Rotary CTub.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

-
"

‘.qlﬂ— W

_:_,._Ii-.-!?.ur-'uyrnr_ 33 years, we have

provided a “Higher Standard
of Care” for our patients in
their homes and all area
tacilities: a care built on
the principles of comfort,

dignity, choice and conirol.
As a stand-alone not-for-
profit, we ofter this award

winning care for chronical-

1y and terminally ill patients

and their tamilies.

828.682.9675

7L OVl o Sh e (e
A ol STa:

Youn (Clioice.
Your Fospice.

Al Jor Yancey Faspice.

e

hospiceofyancey.org

856 Georges Fork Rd. Burnsville, NC

www. brenews. com
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Jesus Lives, Jesus Lives!
By Preacher Chris Fathbone
Mitchell County

Spring, to me is 3 glorions dme of year We can
look arpund us and see the signs in God's cre-
ation thar show us that winber is releasing its hold
and slowly miving way to spring. Already. at the
ome I'm writing this, the yellow fowers (I call
them Baster Herarers) are wp out of the pround and
blooming. Cifhers are springing forth after a long
winter of being dormant in the ground Grada-
ally as ime goes by, we will s2e more and more
evidence of the changing of the season. Many are
already looking forward with great anticipation to working in the gardens, seeing
It"s rainy and cold outside today. Fost sitting bere in my study wniting abour spring
Eives me a renewed sense of excitement in the davs that lie abead. I"ve never re-

Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar | s vees s o westerind orpesson, b soce e e we ' oing o e

" days! Spring seems to give us a feplmp of new life springing forth aroond ws and
ln Marganton results in 3 feeling of new life in us. Cold and dreary winter days can sometimes
leave us fesling cold and dreary on the inside However, there is one thonghe that
SRCOUTAZES 15, SPring is just around the comer!
The zreatest reason [ love spring is the fact that it is the time of year we as

- Christians celebrate the Besurection of Chrst Lord! As a3 pastor and preacher,
|'40 ﬂt Exlt 105 I:lwaygﬁeilﬂmrilisnfﬂnnmmmpnnmce' Tﬂtmﬁh&]ﬂrﬂa" ﬁ:msp::r
hearts and minds on the events of the death and resarrection of Christ. Thoozh our
salvation is the free pift (e TEE———
i of God, it ata prear  [ERCERC A
Come See Us at Our New Location | | oo F
DEvVET the
Across the Street! i
throwgh to save ws from L |
death paid the cost that we Fis

Morganton, NC e biiriacs

how nmch the Lord really

828-433-5400 Gt o

our sins npon Himsslf 1
often tell my church family that God's love is not measured throwgh our circume-
stances, but always messured through the cross of Calvary.

The events that transpired when Christ suffered and died nmst have broken
the disciples’ heants After following the Lord and looking foraard to the firmre

Proudly Serving with Him_ they were sursly devastated when He was crucified The emotions amd
. mrmodl that was gomg on inside them was great. How would they go on? What
Our Community would they do now? The One they had followed was now dead. They had dedi-

cated their life to Him and now He was gone. They hid behind closed doors for
T'aﬂc.e:}"' Then came the womnen to the tomb. Seeking to anoint the body of their de-
ceased Lord and Master, their hearts were surely ardened tremendoushy. Who
. would roll away the stone for them? Can you imagine how many tears had been
Mitchell shed over those last few days? Can vou imagine the heaviness of their hearts as
they slowly made their wav to the place wihere Jesns was uried? However, the
feelings of depression and hesribresk began to change when they found things
Avery totally differant than what they expected The touh was empty and the stone was
rolled away! The question was asked, "Why seak pe the lving among the dead?
He is not here, It is risen; remambor how He spabe unte you when He was yat in

Making Each Moment Count Gatl. Saying. The Son of man it b delvred i 0 the ands of il men.

and be crucified, and the third day rize again. ™ (Luke 24.5-T). Like the emotions

Services Offered e T s e e e

24 Hour Nursing Services been conquered and the prave had been defeated! The way for man’s sin o be

MDD and FNP Visits forgiven had been accomplished in Christ, God's Son! The disciples would not be

p . p . e mourning the death of the Lord any longer, but be preaching the message of the

Caremr;ur:ngﬂﬁi.r:lul??hsgmihwng Facilities S g e Al iy

at ?ra}'s alIve Lare frogram Christians, our Savior is no longer on the cross. Our Savior is no longer in the

Pain & Symptom Management tomb. Our Savior is alive forever and ever and is seated at the right hand of God!

Volunteer Services Lat us celebrate mgether and worship the One who rose from the dead to never

2 die agam® Latf us read the story in the Holy Scriptares! Let us sing the songs that
Chaplain & Bereavement Support tell the story of His resurraction! May our hearts rejoice inside us as we proclaim
Social Work Services to the world, “Tesus lives, Tesus lives!™

Ongoing Patient & Family Education Preacher Chris Rathbone serves as Pastar at Mine Creak Baptist Church.

(828)-765-5677
Exceptional Care When it Matters Most

Y 4.4 Hospice and Palliative .'

I | (Care of the Blue Ridge, e
N/ B
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'l'im s Journal

Sitting on the Steps of Life

By Timothy W Tion

A few weeks ago, God ook me to the font porch of the
little convenience store in the town of Colletsville. There, S
&s I sar on the steps of the modemn day general store watch-
ing the world go by, I waited. The voice had told me fo
zo there and wait for someone, whom I did not know. 5o,
there I sat. One person after another zot out of their cars,
and either went inside the store or pulled up to the zas
pumps to fll up their vehicle. Wy destimation began with speaking to the workers
inside, asking if they went to any local churches; neither did. T asked if they lived
in the ares. and they said yes jost up the road. It was then T realized that was part
of the reason I had besn sent. Pouring myself 3 cup a coffee, I then retired to the
fromt steps where my story began and waited.

It didn’t take long, but soon an older man, scruffily dressed in overalls, pulled
up in his pick-up mck and got out, calling out fo me as be shut the door. “Fine
day we're having,” he nearly shouted from across the parking lot. I took another
sip of the hot brew and nodded, “Yes, it certainly is,” [ answered.

Ha stepped on the first step and started to climb but pawsed when I said, “Tt's
nof guite as bad as it was last night, though.™ The rough-hewn mounfain man
looked dowm at me_ ““Yea, that wind can cuf right through yoo ™

The previons might had been a bitter cold sixtesn degrees with winds mmsting
to thirty miles an hour. The chill
was siill in oy hones; thus, the hot
coifes was good after dinmer. T took
another sip as [ nodded in azreement.
I remvorved my sumglasses 50 as not to
seem unfrendly and asked “Tho yon
know of any good churches in the
ares ™

“What kinda church vou look-
ing for,” he answered as he stepped
backward off the step so that he now
stood in front of me.

“Ome that preaches the Word of
God,” T answered solemmly.

“Thems the best kind. That's what
[ like." he squinted as he checked
me ot It was at that moment, that
silent split second when you feel a
CODDECTion 1o SOmeone; SoImenle o
had never met before, nat there in the
moment, thers was something that
nied you together far beyond the mere
seconds in which you stood. ““Well,
there’s the couple we have hers in Colletsvills,” he tilted his head i the direction
of the two churches I had just driven past a few numrtes earlier when I was chack-
ing out their starting times and denominational affiliations. “The Adveat Charch
was started over 8 lnmdred vears ago, when their preacher rode down from the
mountaing on a mule ™

“Wiow," I exclaimed

“They're all good folks.™

“I noticed they were prefty close together, the churches that is.™

“Yeah, the one used fo sit facing the road but the fleed spun it around on the
foundation, and they just left it there afier it was repaired ™

“The flood that ook out the railroad macks™

“Yep, that's the one.™ He then stepped forward and infroduced himself “T'm
Cecil Byrd.”

I reached out my hand snd shook his firmby, “Tim Tron,” I answered, smiling
back at him_ [ followed with, “Yon kave the same name as one of my favorte
uncles.” To that, he amiled exira wide.

“Yep, I guess it ain't 3 very comanon name. ™

“Yim take my brother, for example, his name is Daniel Boone Byrd. You'da
thought they wonld ve called me Diavie Crockett Byrd, but no, they called me
Cedl™

“Muo, I puess oot Ddd they name you after a family member™

“Mo, they told me my daddy worked for a man that he didn't like. His name
was Cecil™

“Hmm " I =aid bitmg oy lip in comosity.

“It don't make any sense, but then sometimies that's just the way life is."

When T asked if there was apyone around that made string mosic, be told me,
na, tat his mather used to play the hanjo.

“She was guite musical yon might =3y, She played the banjo, guitar, and even
the piano."” The pride in his voice was evident, at as he spoke, be seemed to doft
off almost as if he was stll listening to those ancient tones come back to life In
the distance, I could almost hear that relic of claw hanymer sound echo off the
mountain walls nesr us.

As our conversation confimued, Cecil would welcome or call out to almost
everyone that was coming and going in and out of the store. It was obwvious he was
the unofficial town Mayor. Some he would ask how they'd been or some would
ack abont a job be had just finished which was putting a new roof on another
chureh just dowm the road. not either of the two we had talked about earlier He
was 2 reofer by trade, putting on roofs for the past forty years. His father had
tanght im before be passed, when Cecil was anby twenty years old. I shared with
Cecil my calling and bow God had brought me here. He shared with me more of
his family history and how he had lost some of his siblings thronghont his life.
Soon a large black Ford 2500 Dhesel pulled np which commanded all of Cecil's

attention. It bad just pulled out of the school parking lot which was across the
street from the store.

“Mice rig,” I remarked admirmglky.

“5Sure is,” be grimmed. “That's ooy boy.™

Cecil then laft me and walked ower to visit with his prandchildren who beman
pouring cut of the massive. folhv-loaded pickup, complete with a heawvy doty elec-
tric winch fastened on the aftermarket painted black metal Teeras brush bumper.

I waited for the approprizte time o a5 not to intermapt, tossed my empry coffes
cup imfo the garbags nearby as [ eadad for moy car.

“Talk to youn later Cecil " [ said, waving goodbye.

“You too,” be called back, waving in my direction. “Good @lkin® to va.”
Behind the store, the Tobns River silently Howed past as time and mankind
came and went. Somewhere in the farthest reaches of a holler nearby sits a banjo
covered in dust whose memory begs to come to life. Somewhere those memonies
are still alive, a beartbesr away.
Welcome m my new home.

Thanks be m God.

Timathy W Trom io the Executive Director of the Waldensian Tral of Faith. He
ivas in Faldese with kiz firmily. He iz the author of, "Bruecke fo Heman, ™ and
an active flogeen, artist and musician. Tweotky alzo has g BSEE from UF = an
Eagle Scowt and iz Fioe President qf the Faldeze Merchants Assoc. He haz baan
Ordmined to perform weddings ar the Tral and attends zeveral area churches

secking to serve the Lord every day.

SPRING

CLEARANCE

EVENT

NEW 20117 Ram 3500 Chassis
Cab 4X4
6.7 Lier Cummins Tirbo Diesed,
Max Tow Fackage
Power and Remate Enfry Group,
Read To WORK!

Call Today!

NEW 2016 Dodge Challenger
RT Shaker!

MNawvigation, Loaded with
Horsepower and Excitemeant
Gat HUGE sawings o our
last new 2016 Shaker!!

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC
125 18]

(=
I-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = mm rd

www. bremews . com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery County YMCA - Become 3 Vendor at the 2017 Healthy Kids Diay On
Apnl 28, the Y will celebrate Healthy Kids Day, our natonsl initiative to IMprove
the health and well-being of kids. Toin the Movensent by participating in one of
the nation's largest health days for children! The Williams YRCA would ke to
fovite you to be 2 part of our local Healthy Eids Diay for the children of Avery and
surounding connties. This is 2 free event for the entire commuonity! The eyvent
will be beld at Mewland Town Park (weather permutting) foom 11:00-2:00 on Sat-
urday, April 29¢h 2017. We would like to have as many local businesses there as
possthle to provide our children and their familiss with lots of resources to kesp
children active, healthy and szfe. In 2014, close to 400 people were served &t this
event and we hope to serve even more this yesr We are looking for vendors and
sponsors for this event. If you would like a tshle at the event or wounld like to be
an event sponsor - et me know! Please send me any guestions you may have!
Below are a couple of guick event detsils:
Deate- April 29 2017
Time: 11:00am-2-00pm (Vendors will be asked to be set up by 10-45am)
Location: Mewland Town Park (If the weather is not cooperstive the event will be
held m the Mewland Elementary Schoal i

Vendor information: We sk each vendor to provide 3 fim activity (1 am at-
faching some ideas!), resouoces and'or snacks, etc. The Y will provide tables and
chkairs if you peed them! There is 2 Healthy Eids Day Facebook event page under
the Williams YMCA Facebook page - please invite your friends to help us get the
wiord ont shout the event!
For more information please contact, Boande Clark, Wellness Program Director

Burke County

Brovn Mountsin Baptist Church EASTER SUTNRISE SERVICE

2044 Brown Mountain Baach Bd Morganton WC Sonday, April 16, 2017 at
T-00am Breakfast afierward, then Sundsy School. After Sunday School the
“Golden Valley Cresaders™ will sing. Evervone welcome. For more info call 437-
3048 Doug St Jobn.

Burke Chamber-A Taste of Burke 2t the Old Armory Building st 306 W Mc-
Drowell 5t. in Morgaoion., Toesday April 11th &t §:00 to 8:00 pm. For more info
call the Chamber

Safe Plates(Certified Food Protection Mansger Course) April 26 and 2 7ih from
Sam to 4pm with a 2hr exam on Apral 28th 2t 9:00am. 130 Amnons Dr. Suite 2
in Morganton call 823-784-04 280 for more info.

Chamber Classics IV Sat Apnl B 2017 at Drendsa] Anditoriom 7-30pm: call 828-
324-3603 for more mfo.

Western Piadmont Youth Symphony Spring Concert: Monday, April 10, 2017
T-00pm. Drende] Anditorum . for more info call828-324-B4603.

Catawhba River Bapfist Association

= April (month of feed collection for the Children's Homes of BIC)

= 1st—State FLA Facer Diay

= Gth—Senior Adnlt Cuting

= 1&th—Esster

May

* Ind—Clnrch Security Senunar (@ 630 pon. (@) Walker Road Bapost

= 21st—Associztion Missions i

* 23rd—Why They Stay Seminar with Dr. Steve Parmr at §:30 pm_ (@ Mulls Grove
Banti

= mﬂflxyw&my Seminar with Dr. Steve Pam at 630 pm. (@ Mulls Grove
Baptist

Miszion Trip

Carawha River Baptist Association will be leading 3 miszion mip o Cuba Sep-
tember 16-22. This will be an exciting tmip where we will do constmaction, prayer
wilking, personal evangelism and preaching The cost for the trip which mchades
mansportaton, fivod lodzing and supplies is $2,000 per person. This frip is open
o both men and women If mterested you will need to begin the process of gat-
tng a passport.

Christinn Business Men"s Connection (Morgamton) - We are a movement of
Men to Expenence the Power of One God, the Valhee of One Man and the Lever-
age of Ope Team, resulting in the Spirimal Beproduction among Bosinessmen.
Please join ns fior hmeh at one of our weekly Bible smdy meetings: Toesday,
12:00 noon at the Conummity House, Morganton. Contact: Wayne Giese, 828-
413-5819.

Hopewell Baptist Church Spring Bevival—Apnl 9th to 12th §:00pm Sunday,
5.3 0pm Monday thn Wednesday, Dir Len Tamer is the speaker For more mfo
contact Hopewell Baptist Church

Morganton Seventh-day Adventist-Burie County - Trath for Yowth BEvanme-
listic Mestings begin April 12th ., and will take place every Wednesday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights tnt] Aprl 30th Thess meetings will be presented by
our bocal youth. Begmming at 7:08 p.m., each night, at the Morzanton Seventh-
day Adventist Church, 2187 Jamestown Fosd, Morganton, W.C. 2E655

The Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church mmvites everyone to ther Spring
Canfata! Samrday, Aprl 15t at 11:00 am 2187 Famestoam Foad, Morganton,
HN.C. ZBA55.

Cooking Demonstration and Food Sampling with Connie Vail - Teesday, Apnl
18th | from 5:30 to 7:30 pom, af the Silver Creek Adventist School, 2195 Tames-
town Foad, Morganton, M.C. 28653, Cost is $10.00 per person. Please contact
Cindy to register at 870-510-8048 or e-mail cjmercer@ids.net.

25th | at &:00 pm | at the Sikver Creek Adventist School Gym, 2195 Jamestown
Foad Morgantom, M.C. 28855,

Aglow International Hickory Lizhthonse Hickory Lighthouse meetings are the
second Ssturday of each month.

Patient Modesty Organization—Everyone is invited o participate in the Canb-
bean 5K Fun / Wilk on the Morganton Greenway at 9 AN on Samrday, Apmnl
2%9th  Begisration will begin at Catzwba Meadows Park (Shelter £3) at 9 AN
Chicken sandwiches from Chick Fil A of Morganton, and water will be provided
o all moners after the race. Each mmmer will be guaranteed a3 tote bag with good-
ies if they register by April 18th

We will also have a silent anction wnder picnic shalter #3 with many zreat
items inchuding zift certficates for local restaurants stiraction tckets, and gift
certificates for hotels in different states vou can bid on. This silent anction 15 open
to 5K parcipants and public staring st 330 AM Check ourt the silent suction list
=t hitp:fararw patisnnnodesty orp' marsantonsilentanc fion. 2sp. Be sure yon bring
your check book and'or exira cash so you can participate in the silent aucton.
The Top 2 female and mals fimishers will receive zift certificates for Canbbean
resorts in Antizns and Grenadines domated by Elite Island Fesort We will also
have a contest affer the race for best Canbbean theme (nmist wear shirt and pants!
shorts) dressed people. The twio best dressed will win gift certificates for Canh-
bean resorts, Ses web site; hip//patentmodesty org/carbbeanikmum. aspx for
more details.
The costs for entering the race are:
Ezrly Bird Fegisration before April 15t- 520 (Walk - 515)
Pre-regisiration before Apnl 28¢h - 525 (Walk - 3200
Dy of Face - $30

The race will benefit Medical Patient Modesty, 2 501c3 non-profit crganizs-
tion that wiorks to educate patients about bow to stand np for their rghts to sams
gender medical care for certam procedures and bow to have maximum amonnt of
madesty for procedures. The crganization was founded by Misty Roberis, a deaf
woman. This 35 an often unspoken need which Misoy has found. And while you
may not have thought about medical modesty, this is especially a peeded area for
people who are concemed about their modesty in medical semings and abused
victims. Your support to MEPM is mch appreciated.

McDowrell Conmty

Clinchfield Baptist Church (AMarion) — We are accepting resumes for Dfinister
of Munsic. Current worship style is blended nsing both madinonal hymns, choral,
and contemporary arrangements with soloist and choir. The positon is 3 paid part-
time position snd imvolves organizing and leading the clharch’s music nimistres
both adnlt and children Baptist backeround preferred. Send resmmes with refer-
ences o Clinchfieldbapi ier.com of to address 1150 East Court
Smrest, Manon, MC 28752 Atm; Personne] Conmnities.

First Baptist Church of AMarion - Belize Medical Mission Registration is now
complete for the 2017 Belize MMedical Mission Trp. 14 are onboard and preparing
to provide free chimics in 5 underserved villages in the northemn Corozal District of
the covmiry. The tesm is currently raising fimds for medical supplies and medi-
cimes. Contmbutions are greathy appreciated. Plesse make your donations to FBC
for the Belize Medical Fund For more info., please contact Scott Hagaman,

Annonncement Grace Community Chorch in Marion, NC will hold four
seTvices on Easter Sunday - Sunday, April 15 - o provide smple worship opporm-
mities for locals as well as people maveling or visiting in the srea. Services will be
bald at 8 am, 2:30 am_ 11 am, 5 pm. Everyone is encouraged to attend and bnng
2 friend. For more information, visit our webstte st www.graceforall org or call
828 724 9500

Historic Marion Tailgrate Marled

When-12:(0-2:00 pm_MIarch 28 2017

Where-hMarion Train Depot, 45 Depot Smeet, Maron, WC 28752

Historic Marion Tzilgate hMarket is hosting a compmmity potheck to kick-off the
2017 market sesson. Bring a fend & your favonite covered dish. The HRMTKM
will provide the mest and donks. Vendor applications will be provided.

Im 2014, the EMTM celebrated 10 years of providing local foods and crafts
by our local famers and amisans. Let's continne the tradition. Pleass BSVE by
Biarch 21, §52-2215 or Lou Godfrey.

Historic Marion Txilgate Market is open on Tuesdsy from 3 to & pm and Satr-
day from @ am to 12 pm in doemtoem Manon onder the Tailgate MMarket shelter.
Opening day, Tuesday, May 1.

Huospice of BEufherford and Carolina Feothill: - Hope Goef Support for those
who have lost loved ones: Offered at First Presbytenian chmrch, 79 Academy St
Marion March 7, 14, 21, 28 3t 6P0.

¥New HOFPE of McDowell (Karon) - Hew HOPE of McDowell is seeking a fll-
fime Associate Director - Shelter Manger. New HOPE of McDowell is a non-prof-
it domestic viokence and sexmal aszanlt agency located in McDowell Coumty, HC.
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Bits 'n Pieces

This position includes benefits such 25 employee bealth insarance and paid vaca-
fion, personal, and sick fme. The primary purpose of this position is to provide
direct client services and advocacy fo victims of domestic violence and sexmal
azsault and their children as well assisting with cammying oot the sirategic goals
and objectives of the organizaton, providing direct leadership and supervision to
of the Executive Director'Court Advocate and Board of Dhirectors.

Mitchell County

Bear Creek Baptist Church-Ledzer - Bvents for Bear Creek Baptist Church during
the month of April are:

Sumday, April Sih §:00 pm. - "The Living Last Supper” Easter Drama will be
presented

Friday, April 14th, 800 am. - Community Wornen's Prayer Breakfast at Helen's
Festaurant in Bakersville

Sunday, April 16th, 7:00 am - Esster Sunrize Service followed by breakfast pre-
pared by the men of the church.

Sunday, April 30th §&00 pm. - 5th Sunday Might Singing. Special mosic provided
by Rhonds Gonge St friemds

Any questions, just give me 8 call - S88-4331. Thank= and have a blessed day!

Berry Chapel Baptizt Church Spruce Pine invites you to their 31st Annusl Pre-
sentation of the Easter Drama “The Living Lord's Supper” Foday, Aprl 14, 2017
and Satardsy, Aprl 15, 2017 7:00pm For more info call 828-765-6590

Eradshaw Fire Department’s smmial ramp dinner will be on 4-15-17 this year.
We'll hawe our nommal menn, znd bsmburgers and botdogs. Please join us if you
can We're also going to raffle off an AR-15 this yesr. Faffle tckets are £5 diollars
each. Ses sny Bradcshaw member for tickets.

Celebrate Becovery - This is 3 Christ and Biblical Bazsed Program giving kip
and help for men women snd families sufferimg from addiction. Any goestion
contact JTosh Wisegm: 385-0061

There will ke a mesting every Thursdsy night with someone thers fo talk fo men,
wiomen, and their families. Bear Creek Baptist Church in Ledger, IO 7-00mn

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Chuarch in Ashewille
is sponsoning A bome fellowship and Bible Smdy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is beld on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm zt 79 Sean Dir. (Estatoe area—off Brmshy
Creek Fd). We are smdying the Gospal of Jolm cwrently. Call Jobn Fackson 760-
T93-3704 for information and directions. And bring your Bible.

Aitchell County ETNC will hold 3 mesting open to fhe comnmanity on Tossday:,
April 25th ar noon o outline the marketing project. Lunch will not be provided.
Location TED. Please ESVP to director/gmitchellcountyede org.

Support gronp for caregivers of those with memaory loss to hold meetings the
first foday of each month from 1-3PM

Care & Share, a newly-fonmed support gronp for caregivers of loved ones who
hawe memory loss, will hold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice & Pal-
liative Care of the Blue Fidpe, 236 Hospital Dr. in Spmace Pine. from 1:00 BRL
o 3:00 BM. Hizgh Country Caregiver Foundation welcomes and encourages all
caregivers to attend.

Families dealing with 3 loved one with memory loss can guickly become ex-
hansted, mimﬂmhmimdﬂnimmmmﬂsmmw
ﬂ'EEJﬂslup edncation information amd referrals for caregivers. Monthby
held on the first Friday of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
There will be oppornities for caregivers to fell their stodes, leam nseful tips,
rade information, and give and gam suppor to others in the same simstion.

For firther information about the group and the meeting please contact Suzamme
Bussell at (T14) 614-5867 or Tanet Cuzrs at jmitonzts(@yahoo.com

First Bapfist Church Spruce Pine - First Baptist Church of Spruce Pine is
seaking & part-time childcare prowider for thedr toddler mosery. The position will
require approcximataly eizht hours per wesk consisting of 4 5 hours on Sunday
moming 1 5 hoors oo Sunday mights, snd 2 hours on Wednesday nights plus other
hours during specizl] events a5 needed The position will requirs 3 spirit-fillad
caring and responsible childrare provider who will focus on providing a safe
enviromanent for toddlers. Qualifications inclnde experience i caring for young
children, and the ploysical ability o meet their active neads; 2-3 references; and
willingness to submit o A backzround check. CPE. is required zmd First Aid is
reconumendsd and can be completed once employed. The hourly pay is $13-520
per bour and is negotisble based on experience and qualifications.

Applicants should contact First Baptist Clooch, 125 Tappan Street, Spmce Pine,
HWC 28777, Phone # B28-T65-0411 Exi. 301.

Grassy Creelr Bapfist Choorch will bold an Easter Sunrise Service atf the Apple
Orchard overlook on the Bloe Ridge Parkoway Apnl 16th &t §:45. Everyone is
mwitad to join ws. In an effort to keep from having so many cars parked slong the
edge of the road, we will offer bus service up there. If you would like to mde the
bms, it will leave the chnoch parking lot &t §:30am. In case of dense fog or rain,
we Will have the service st the charch. For more information, call the church of-
fice st 7654620

Historic Courfhouse in Bakersville - Thursday, April 6 at Tpm 15T ANBUTAL
HISTORY BEE
We wanted o remdind vou of our History Bee, at which stdent-contestants

will receive great cash prizes (3500 for 1st place; 3300 for 2nd place; 5200 for
3rd place. in two divisions: ages: 15 to 18, and under 15).  All guestions will

be taken from Elizabeth Himter's book, Vioices of the Valley, a photographic and
narrative jewel abouat the listory of Mitchell Connty. Thers will be an admission
fee of 55 for indivdduals, and 510 for famikiss. We're sure fo see some parents and
grandparents there. Light refreshroents will be served. If there are any students
who siill want to register, the deadime is March 31st. Call us ar 68E-4371 for
infio.

Mondsy, April 17 af Tpm "MITCHELL COUNTY: EARTY CROSSE0OADS
OF CULTURE"

We mmwite you to joan us &5 Dr. Dantel Barmmon takes us on 3 fast-paced visual
joummey into the past and consider 3 vartety of real people and cultures that have
visited Mitchell County fom aroumd 8000 BC o 1540 o 1780 and one Scoonsl
character by the name of Famie Fraser. Using histonc and contemporary Google
maps of mails and roads. we'll ses how you can actoally walk in the footsteps
of the first indigencus people, the first Buropeans, and many of our Scoftish and
Scots-Irish ancestors.

Sunday, April 23 st 3pm “0LD-TIME MOUNTATN STYLE GOSPEL
S0OHGS"

Plezse join us for a Sumday afiernoon of nmsic with Bhonds Gouge and Samnesl
McEinney as they entertain ws with their nnique stylings of our mountain nmsic....
we're sure therel be sing-a-longs!

The Litfle Bocl Creel: Bapiist Church will be hosting 8 Conmmmanity Sunrise
Service on Easter Sunday, April 16 at 7:00=m. The service will be held on the hill
in front of the Mitchell County Coorthonse at 328 Lonrview Dr. in Bakersyville,
near the handicapped parking area ont front. Everyone is weloome snd invited

to attend as we come together 85 one body to celebrate the Besumection of our
Savior. For mors information, or if your church weould ke to participate. please
contact Pastor Toby Crowder at 828-284-5684.

Afifchell Baptist Association-Sprace Pine - Baptist Children’s Homes Food
Fomnd-Up is April 2017

Wany churches are particpating and also food can be bronght fo the associa-
nional office by Aprl 26th. For more imfio czll E2E-765-9412

The Miftchell Couniy Historical Socefy announces its First Anmual History Bee,
schednled for Thursday, Apml Gth, 2017, at 7:00 pm at the Historic Conrthonse m
Bakersville. The goal of the History Bee, and the miszion of MCHS, is m help
Mitchall County residents sspecially young peopls. becoms more aware of our
rich heritaze.

There will be two divisions of competition, ope fior Mitchell County students
under 15, and one for students 15-18. First prize in each sge division is $500,
second prize 5300, and third prize $200. Local businesses and organizations are

All gnestions in the History Bee will come from Elizabeth Humter's Vodces of
the Valley, which was published i 2011, the 150th snniversary of the formation
of Mitchell County. This publication is already in public and school libraries, and
more copies will be made available to libranes by MCHS. Tt is also available for
purchass from the Historical Society office m Bakersville or from other soarces.
Students are ssked to sign wp to participats in the MCHS History Bee by
3312017, and repistration is free. Ack youor history teacher for a registration
form or find it on mitchellnchictoryorg.  (We have also artached a3 downlaadable
copy balow)

If you have guestions abount the History Bee zo to the MOCHS website or call
B28-3E5-0564 or B2E-6EE-3471.

The Gth annual Spruce Pine BEQ) & Bloegrass Festival Calling All Food &
Crafi Vendors! Applications are now being accepted.

If you would like to spply 2= a food or craft vendor for the 2017 festival now is
the tmme to apply.

The §th annnal Spruce Pine BEC) & Blnegrass Festival 15 scheduled for Tuly 14 -
15, 2017, =nd is now accepting applicztions from food and craft vendors.

This year's festival at Biverside Park across from dovmtown Spruce Pine will
offer the finast BB}, live nmsic, crafrs, fun, and family actvities in the beautiful
park setfing beside the Morth Toee Biver

The Fotary Club of Spruce Pine sponsors this event with 100% of the prof-
its going toward bocal charities through the Spmuce Pine Rotary Foundation, a
501i{c)3 charitable organizaton. One local project that will be funded by proceeds
from this year's festval will be the hiking bhiking path from Riverside Park in
Spruce Pine to the Blue Fidge Parkway, along the histornc Cvermoumtaim Victory
Mational Historic Trail. This project is in partmership with the Tose River Water-
shed Project and the US MNatonzl Park Service.

Applications for parficipation can be downloaded st hitp:/fammw sprcepineb-
bgbine prass orgFOOD-VENDORS hitml for food vendors and at hitpe/wam.
sprucepinebbgbluesress org/ CRAFT-VENDHIES himl for craft vemdors,
Applications are due by Biay 12, 20017, but vendors sre encouraged to apply earky
a5 space is lmited. Vendor selection will begin in March and spaces will be avail-
shle on 3 fitst come, first served basis.

Eelay Of the Blue Ridge Start getting ready for this. Mitchell High School oo

Friday evening, Way 19th For more info call E28-T65-8265

Fun for Hollasnd—A Face for Those with Dizabilities

Want to improve your health and serve as God wishes us to at the sxme Gme?

Start a group to enter the Fun For Holland. The Fun is on May §th 5o stan getine

in shape. The money rased goes fo local orpanizations that help those with dis-
continned on page 36

warw. brenews com
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Little Miss McDowell Pageant

Local “Princesses” and their Sisters
Share a “Bonding” Experience
By Marion Stephan

Belationships betwesn sisters do not abeays fare well in Gy
tales Cinderella’s nrictreatmsent by her thnes sepsicters i wedl-
kmown Disney”s Frogen concerms (e sister princesses wh ane
separated by one siser’s perilows gift

Enx the 20 princesses competing i e fairy-tale themed 2017
Lirfle Aiss hMcrDowell Pazeant found sisters o whom they conld
g chose. Thesa sisters were the fermale INavy Fumior Pesenve Officers Tmining Corps
(HIROTC) cadets wiho served as “hig sisters™ o the conpestants.

“Yiou create a bond with a hifle sister vou'll never forget ™ said cadet Krystal Moo,
big sister o comtestant Axa Efffer. Perhaps fitinghy, Miss Efffer’s talent eniry was a vocal
rendition of the song “Coe Call Avray.™ The “slmost
B vear-old sxid she enjoyved “‘doime nry ronme"
amd fremd lsamings the openine munber to be one of
the sreatest challemmes.

Big sister Riehecra Broushtem called her youns
charge. T-year-old Clivia Moore, “Tespectfl and
et And Rfics Mipare enjoyed “Jost heangs fim™
diming the pagesmnt experence.
dimine refearsals the week preceding the pageant.
The girls competed on Samrday, Manch 11, at East
hcDowell hiddle School

Big sister Shyanne Flynn called hes first year
with the pameant “a really sood opparbmity to
bond with oy liffle sister ™ amd Litzy Pavon liked
“mesting my Hide sicter ™ Shyanne's and Litzy's
listle sisters, 7-year-plds Ava Buchanan and Xyl
(Gibson, enjoyed, mspeciively, “weanng dresses and
makeup” and “damcme ™

Lr'.rﬂﬂﬁs:_'d’nﬂawwﬂ_aiﬂn‘imn “Jr's been really 20od . . getting o interact with
CAnminE oy 1y little prirl ™ said Stephamie Santes big sister
oo Faaleiph Freeman The 11-year-pld “Titde gl ™ mum, enjoryed “mesting a1l e new
Ppeople and getting to show off your talent on pageant might ™

Comtestants Alyssa Hemgphill (8 yvears old), Kaida Ann Bumette (), Faehm Gaye (11),
Fulliesta Oftis (117, and Bielody biller {100 pat the biz sister expenence af the fop of e
Bziz. And their big sicters expressed sirilar senfiments. “T like that we zet little sisters amd
get oy conmect and bond with them noted Shyarme Flvon Alyssa Hernpill's big sister.
Dferan Cadwell bir sicter to Faida Ann Bumette. enjoyed “setting s spend 2 week with
ome Zirl" and “pettine oo ko ber™ “You build swch a bond with your sister, yoo regret the

odan

Chinese & Japanese Steak & Seafood

www.tokyeasiangrill.com
288 Oak Ave. (Downtfown,!
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Open T Days A Week
Mon-Thur: 11am-3:30pm
Fr-Sat: 11am-10pm
Sunday: 11:30am-9:30pm

Tel: (828) 765-5514
(828) 765-2298

Dine In and Carry Out Wa
' Accepl
m‘lﬂ VISA
El"i‘ﬁ

wil)

end " remarked Jessica MMoore, Fashm Gaye's hig
Sister.

The iz sisters for the lst two contestants m the
preceding paragraph expanded thedr “hig sister” e

experiences o inchide all the confestants. “T just
emjoy being aroumd kids,” said Amands Hamis, big
sister fo Jullietta Ollis. And Angela Elliot, Melody
Wiler’s big sisier, praised the “fim™ experience of
gesng “io meet all the itle Erls” and seeing “how
talenied they are.”

I fact, the bond that developed, collectively,
between all the consestants and their big sisters
sppears o have been the “Srs-pmnerap’™ for
parficipants’ Svarite experences. “We'ne ke a big
famaity, " noted Ariel Fevis, big sister to 10-year-ald |
Stefla White And Ssells herself caid she liked “how ||
you gef to come to be with everybody. ™

Ten-year-pld comtestant Tessa Floss Hked “wmork- -
ing 358 group with oter people and leaming suff  Litrle Mizs MeDowell baing
together.” Her big sister, Lindsey Armer, fommsd crowned
it “interesting o interact with -

Fyan Fimt, &, said that, in
coumirast o her brothers At homes,
“everyone’s mice” & the Litde
Wiss McDowell pageant. Her
big sister, Hailey Faines found i
“pretty fim™ to “bond with every-
ons” and o otserve the yomg
Comiestants” “different sryles.”

Skylar Woody, 7, enjoyed the

; e ._-* _l.

moment “we go ot and every- i N i .r1
body does the [opening] dance.™ ; e g
Her biz sister, Haley Jolly, Little Muzs MeDowell and big sister KEearsten

“really enjoyed” servins as a big © endIEy
sister, and “will do it next year,
Gains, 10, deemed it “fim work-
i writh a1l the comtestants ™ Har
big sicter, Shelby Laming found
it “definissty differsnt™ o “talk to
people and parent ™

it “swesome, helpine tese kids
out and being a role model ™ Her
lithe sistes, 1 1-year-old Hailey ; "\
Bartiett, loved “having fim with v
everyone.” Like ber Sllow cadet. 34 pynngr yp Eayhm Fairehild and her big sistar
Eailyn, bag sister Resgan Hawis  ppyp, oyorg

liked “helping ous with the kids.”

Her O-year-qld little sisser, Hops
Wkefield, broadened the field: “T acmally
ke it 3l

And the Winner Is . _ ..

In s interview dinring rehearsals for
the 201 7 Litte hiss McDowell pageant,
didn’t win, she “would support the person
who did win " As it tumed out, the “person
wiio did win™ was herself The 11-year-
obd walked away from the pazeant with
trophies for Latle Miss RcDowell and for

Addizon a fifth-grader at Manon
Elementary, performed a hymical ballet
o “Fead AN sbaut It ™ by Emily Sandy:
Winners are chosen based on scores from
ihe talent competidon, an evening gewn

cmrgeumu.mdmmemewmﬂnte First runner up Roigan Crummie and big
mﬁtrﬂgﬁ _— < admitied sister Fictoria Thomas

hersalf oo be “a Litde scared abour noy talent™ Biz siser WViconia Thomas said she was
woding on “petting her [Faigan’s] confidence up, becase she's very nemons ™ Menyons
or not, airan eamed first nmner up in the paspant.

Faizan who i= 7 and “shout tohom 8,7 is 8 dxth-grader at West McDowell Biddla
School. She performed a ballet dancs fo “Lavender’s Blue. ™

Second nmoer up Kayvhyn Fairchild bas performed hyrical ballets in the pazeant the past
o years. This year she switched her penre o t3p dancine, which she says she has sdisd
“ghout as long" as she had ballst. She was 2 little spprebensive becanse the slhippery stage
fipar made the fumes i her routine diffioudt

The 201§ Litde bliss hicDiowsell, in ber pre-pa peant interview with the Bhee Fidge
Chiistian Mews, called her reimn “ome of the grest expeniences or ury [ifs.” She expressed,
in sdvance, wishes for “good bock o the fivore Litle Biss McDowell ™

Marion Stephan s a Christion freelance writer and affends New Covenant Com-
meunity Chunch in Marfon.
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A Him Named Hur
By Lana Ellis

In Exodus 17 Joshua's army went up against the fribe of
Amalek On top of the hill overlocking the baitle, Mosas,
as instmucted by God, held the st=ff and stood with bath
hands raised. As long s the hands of hdoses were raized
Joshua's armoy advanced but when Moses” hands grew
heavy and dropped, the amy of Amalek advanced. Fe-
gaining sirength MMoses lifted his hands again and Ismasl’s
armuy advanced. We don't know how long the batile went
back and forth before the plan was put mnto place in verse 12. A stone was placed
behind Koses and he sat down on it. Then two men took their places on each
side of Mipses in order to support his mised hands. In so doing by the end of the
day JToshua's any was victorious and Isrzel’s enemy was defeaed.

Aaron, the brother of Mozes, was
one of the tao men. Mnch is writ-
tem abowt Aaron and the important
role he played in God's plan for
Isrzel. He was basically known as
Bloses” right hand man. So I visual-
| ize him holding high the right hand

| of Moses during the battle. Who
then held up the other hand? Wha
elze but 2 “Him named Hur ™ Un-
like Asron Litle is known about the
“Him named Hur ™ Cther than the
account of the barle with Amalsk
In Exodus 24:14 as hioses was
preparing to go up to receive God's
instructions for the Tabernacks he
told the people that if amy legal
matters arose they were to bring
themn before Aaron and Hor. This
one statersent tells us a lot about
Hur. Bven though seemly he lived
in the shadowr of Moses and Aaron
be evidentty was endowed with wisdom and discernment and highly tisted by
Blozes.

The scene at the top of the hill overlooking the ongoing battle paints & beantifol
picture of the Trinity. In the center is Moses representing God. This is not too big
a stretch since (rod says in Exoduws 4:16 that Moses will be a5 God o Asron. At
the right side of KMoses is High Prest Aaron, a3 type of Jesus. Just as Aarom was
a meputhpiece for Moses, Jesus i the flesh was the mouth of God and now sits at
the right hand of God interceding for us 3s our High Prest. As promised after the
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, a3 Helper came in the form of the Holy Spirit
— iOme alongside — ponTayed in our picture by the “Him named Hur ™

I was introduced to the “Him named Huor™ in a sepmon by Youth Pastor Meal
emphasizing the responsibility of church memibers fo be available when needed.
Aprcording to First Connthians 12:7 as believers and followers of Jesus Christ we
have been given spiritual gifts for the conumon good of the local body of Christ.
g, giving and helpimg. 5o whether we are a “him' or 3 “her™ all of us shonld be
available and willing to coome along side a3 needed and there is no better exammpla
to follow than the “Him named Huor™

&
THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE

“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

=We accept all major insurance plans
“Dirive-thrn window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
*Over 150 years of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 davs a week
=Locally owned and operated
*Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914

Lana Ellis resides in Kingzport TN, next door to grandchildren. Church iz Wast
Colomial Hifls Baprizt Church.
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274 OAK AVENUE » SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA 28777
PHONE (828) 765-5557 * FAX (828) 765-5558
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 47

I am 3 primary sponsor of Senate Bill 234 - SBA Pay/Meeds-Basad Public School Capital Fund, which would appropriate portions
of the N.C. Education Lottery revemies to fund needed school constmuction in low-moome counties, as well as refonm the principal
and assistant principal compensation sicne.

Currently, our state allocates $100 million for public school constmction peeds from the state lotmery, tat these fiunds are dismibaed
on 3 head connt bazis. The result is that in fscal vear 2015-20146, all 40 Tier | coumties received just 511 million dollars. Conwersaly,
under the existing Lottery formula for school constmction dollars, Tier 3 coumties received 347 million in that same year, with just
two coumties — Wake and Mecklenburg — receiving the tulk of those funds at 510 million each. This bill will set up a Meeds-Based
Public School Capital Fund that will be administerad by the Supermtendsnt of Public Instruction. The fumd will be avzilsble to Tier
1 mnd Tier 2 countiss, based on their critical defictencies. But it will slzo leok at 8 counties” ability to generate property tax and sales
tax revenne. This is 8 completely new and separate fond from the lottery — totaling 575 million dollars. We're not adjusting in sy
way the existing $100 million per capita fumd; rather, this change will supplement existing fimdimg soeams and, most imporanthy,
prioritize the crdcal school meeds I our poor, Taral coumties.

The other part of the bill makes simctural changes o the compensation for principals and assistant prmcipals. One specific prowi- Sen. Ralph Hise
sipn directs the State Board of Education m establish the Principal Bomis Program, a system to reward excellence in our mral county Ralol
schools. Principals of schools eligible to receive supplemental low-wealth funding from the State Board of Education may receive 919-733.3460
up to five one-time anoual boouses of 51,000 each subject to specified citeria, inchuding muprovement of the lexming and physical E
envirpnment of the schopl. I believe this bill is a step in the right direction to meet the critical needs of our maral county schools.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on this or other issues related to state government by emailing me af ralph hisedamcleg.
nef or calling me af 919-733-3440.

NC Senate District 46

Dear District 446 Constituents, [ am excited to share sooe updates from Faleigh. In this newsletter, you will find infommation oo re-
cent bills I have filed and lesm abont some exciting news from across the distmict. [ appreciate your concerns, gquestions, and the valn-
able fepdback that yvon send to our office, so feel free o reply. - Sen. Warren Daniel At the Legislature. . Firefighter Felief Fund 5.B.
102— We filed a hill recently miled "Local Firefighter Felief Fund Eligibility." The bill is an sct to provide that sny destnte firefi ghier
serving honorably with a certified fire deparment may receive financial assistance from a local firefighter’s relief fiund. The bill elimd-
nates the requirement that a firefighter have 5 years’ experience in order to qualify for relief funds, and also allows retired Srefight-
ers fo be aligible. You can find information on this bill and others throngh the bill lookup on the General Assembly home page. Gov.
Cooper, AG Stein Illegally Attempt to Surender in Voter [T Case-- Decspite the fact that more than 70 percent of Morth Carolina voters
support our state's voter ID law, on Twesday Gov. Roy Cooper and Amomey General Tosh Stein attemipted to fire attormeys retaimed by
the General Assembly to defend the law and withdraw our state’s defense of the Voter ID challengze that is cumently before the U5,
Supreme Court. In the military, this is called a swrender; in sports, it is called a forfeit. Either way, it is bad for Morth Carolina, and the

Sen. Warren Damel General Assembly has filed documments with the U.S. Suprems Court to prevent Gov. Cooper and AG Stein from surrendering on be-
Warren Daniel@inelsz net half of our state. We expect the court to reject this unethical stunt. Senate Isswes Subpoena afier Cooper Cabinet Secretary is a Fepeat-
019-715-7823 ed Mo-Show— After Gov. Cooper's Secretary of Military and Veterans Affairs, Lammy Hall, failed to appear for a third time af 3 hearing

to confirm his appointment, on Thursday the Senate Conunerce Committes voted to issue a subpoens compelling Sec. Hall fo sppear
before the conunitiee this week. Already Gov. Cooper is attempting to avoid the subpoena through court action, and the members

of the (renetal Assembly are wondering whart his cabinet nominess have to hide. Imagine the wproar that would ooour in the press if
President Trump's cabinet secrefaries refused to even show up for Senste confimmanon hearings. In the district... Consomoton of 3 new
Fegional Mational Guard H) m Morzanton— I enjoyed fiying with the NC Mational Guard today to sarvey the new location for their
western region headguarters on the site of the old Western Younth Instimtion. The old high-rise will be demolizhed and a brand new $26
million facilicy built in its place. Grest news for western MIC! Senate Distmict 46—Dominating ME High School Basketball Playoifs on
Tuesday, Febmary 28th the Freedom High School varsity boys' basketball team battled it ont at home with We. 12 Jay M. Fobinson
H5 for an 88-25 win in the WCHSAA 3A regional semifinal. The FHS bovs will play their next game in Greensboro vs. Cox Mill (of
Concord) on Saturday, March 4 at 12 noon. In ladies basketball the Freedom Lady Pamiots also won 59-35 oo Toesday at home over
Moo 11 Central Cabarmus HS. The Lady Pats' next playeff game will be in Greenshore vs. Hickory Fidge (Harnsturg, M) oo Sanarday,
Miarch 4 at 2 p.m. Mot to be ontdone, the East Burke Lady Cavaliers also advanced to the next round of playoffs on Tuesday with a 78-
64 victory over top-seeded Smoky Mountain HS. The Lady Cavs' next playoff game will be held at Wike Forest Undversity in Winstoo
Salem ws. Morth Surmy (Mt Airy) on Saturday, March 4 at 2 pan. Good hack to all of these teams as yon confinie to represant our
district and western N We stand ready to assist folks with state government izswes; and, will continwe to work with Fep. McHenry's
or Fep. Meadows' office with federal issues. Flease do not hesitate to contact me if there is an issee or guestion with which I can belp,
Office: 919-715-7813 Email: warren danieli@ncleg net To imsubscribe from our email]
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GoulBless America
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

Why I Oppose GOFP Leadership's Obamacare “Eeplacement™

I"ve gotten pumerous questions lately oo why I would oppose the Obamacare “replacemsent™ bill that the House GOP leadership bhas
pat forward in Congress. I wanted to share a litle mformation and explain more abont my thought process.

Be assured that there is no ope more committed o repealing Obamacare than me. I've campaipped on it every Two years since
201 2—it"s one of the top reasons I ran for Congress in the first place.

At the same fime the plan presented by GOP leadership simply doesn't accomplish the moals needed to improve healthcare for all
Americans. For one, leadership’s replacement bill does not repeal all of Obamacare. It leaves much of the oorrent Clhamacare model-
-including multiple insurance mandates and taxes—in place. This is not what we mid the voters we would do—we campaipned on fully

Furthermore, ooy main goal in any bealthcare replacement plan is to make sure that we lower healihcare costs and premiums. Hav-
ing min the mumbers, it is clear to me that preminms will go ap, oot down, with leadership’s replacement bill. If yon remove a pool of

202-275-6401 healihy people off the msurance market bat stll require insurance mandates to offer expansive plans, preminoms go up. Mot only that,
www meadows housa_gov Tt the Congressional Budget Office’s score of the bill says that premiums will spike immediately in 2018 by 15%-20%, followed by
onbv a 10% reduction by 20248, This bill doesn't do what we need to accomplish—lowering bealthcare costs. It would essentially be
Clbamiacare by a different name.

I want to repeal Crbamacare as mmch {or more) than anyone. However, I cammot in good conscience vote for a plan that zoes agamst
the promises that Fepublicans made o the voters, You deserve better than that. For once, you deserve to have your must validated by
your elected officials. T mtend to do just that—ewen if it means being one of only a few who vote azainst this replacement bill.

Please know that I'm in frequent discussions with President Tromp's administration—incading mesting with the President himse]f-
-om how we can fix this bill to make sure House Bepublicans acteally follew through on their promises. President Tronp has taken 3 lot
of heat so far for keeping his promizss to you—it's time Congressional Bepoblicams followed suit and did the same.

NC House District 118

Senators release tax proposal

Last week leadng Senators releazed a plan to finther oot income taxes for our state’s hardworking mdividoals and families.

The propossl would oot 31 billion in mcome taxes for Morth Carolinians. People who earn lew incomes amd middie class familiss
would primarily benefic.

Building on the General Assembly’s work o recent vears to flatten and lower the state income tax rate, the plan would decrease the
personal vcome tax rate fom 5. 499% to 5.35%%. The plan wonld alse increass the standard deduction for taxpayers in every filing
category — agzin, building on work in the past few vears to mcrease the standard dedwuction, which has more than doubled since T took

Gov. Bov Cooper wanis io increase state government spending by 51.1 billion,
and the Senate wants to cuf your taxes by $1 billion. Which do you prefer?

The proposal has several other provisions that would benefit the people of Hay- Rep. Michele D). Presnell
o] wood, Madison and Yancey Counties. As we confinue to move through the legis- Michele.
B lative Long Session, I will provide more information on the Senate’s tax reform 919-733-5732

proposal and any others that may arise.

Firefighters host reception

Firefighters from Western MNorth Carelina hosted membsrs of the General Assem-
bly Last Tuesday for a reception in Faleigh,

Last week in Faleigh right down the sireet from the Lepislative Building, a
larze fire quickly zrew and burmed dowm a mult-story building. Had it not been
for the courageons work of frefighters in Baleigh, the General Assembly and more

=

Our firgfighters risk their irves avery day fo people’s homes and businesses could easily have bumed to the sroumd.
protect our iives and property. Whether fighting  Instead, the fire was contained quickly with minimal property damage considering
a raging forest fire or senving as first responders g inirial size, no one died and there were only 2 handful of injuries.

fo & car accident, we cam count on our firgfight-  Firefighters at home and in the places we visit are owed a debt of gratitade for the
ers fo gt the job downe with kil and profession- goanc they relentlessly perform.

Frlpng

This week, afier years of pressure from Congress, the Department of Veterans Affairs began providing compensation to veterans suffering from illnesses cansed by
contaminsted water at Camp Lejeune.

I want to thank Master Sergeant Jerry Ensminger for his work on behalf of the Lejeune veterans and their families. Jerry's daughter was bom on Camp Lejeune and
died at mine years old a5 a result of exposure mw toxic chemicals in the water. Because of his tireless work, Lejeune veterans are finally getting the compensation they
dezerve.

The povernment neglizenthy poisoned the men snd women who served at Camp Lejeuns. These service members sacrificed for our nation and have sarned this care
and support

Veterans who served st Camip Lajeune for 30 days or more from 1953 to 1987 and are suffering from a service commected medical condition biks kidney cancer or
Parkinson's disease are aligible to recaive disability benefits. The VA estimates that more than 900,000 service members could have been exposed to toxic water. Many
victimes still call Merth Caroling home

I encourage all veterans in WC who may be eligible for compensation to contact my office for assistance making a claim
The Senste has heen working hard this week on confirming the President's cabinet This week we voted to confirm Housing and Urban Development Secretary D Ben
Carson, Energy Secretary Rick Pemy, Interior Secretary Fyan Zinke, and Commerce Secretary Willur Fooss.

President Tnunp also delivered his first joint address to Congress on Tuesday.

In his spesech, the President outlined a biue print to improve our ecoponyy and keep our couniry safe. Americans were clear abont their priorities in this past election,
and I believe it's e to work together on issues that are critical fo the American people.

For far too long, many have felt forgotten by our povermment T am encouragsd that Congress can work together with the Presidewt to pass legizlation that will pet
our country back on rack with a stronger economy for all Americans. It is clear that our cifizens want to reel in government spending. creats jobs, fix our healthears
system. and strenethen our borders. The President, in keeping his prorizes. kas made significant gaine in reinforcing these critical policy areas.

I ook forerard to working with the President to solve the real. everyday problems that face the Amencan people.

Wexi week, the Senate will confinne to confinn the pominess fior the President’s cabinet. The President needs his team in place so that they can begin working on
behalf of the American people.

www. brenews com April 2017 - Blue Fadge Chnistian News page 13



1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast
11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion

and the Surrounding Communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community

%\:-J and a greener environment. é"y
/
Pssk about our ongoing recycling program <r
and how you can participate in our conributions
to Hospice of McDowell County

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

[Emergency Preparedness

Clothing, Bedding, Shelters, and Pets
By Nancy Yantchook

Listen to the local radio or emergency chanmel for in-
formation. A Waich, Alert or Advisory means that condi-
fions are right for the disaster to ooour within 48 hours. A
Warning mesns that condidons for a dizaster are ocowrring
or will eornr m 12-18 hours.

Whether stranded in vour own home or going to & -
shalter, warm durable clothing is nececzary, also duorshle
shoss, hoots, or work boots with wamm besvy socks. For ontdoors a heavy wanmm
coat or jacket, hat or scarf and zloves should be imchided. Themmal underwesar
might also be desirable. Fsin pear or ponchos should be added

If told to evacnate, do so inmedistely and take yvour supplies. If you have
tme, shut off the water, gas, and eleciricity before leaving Keeping in mind that
a professional will kave fo morn the gas back oo later. Lock your home. Use the
wavel routes specified by the local anthorities. Dion’t use shorowts that may be
impassable.

Wanmn heavy blankets, large bath towels and sleeping bags should top the fst
to take to shelter, if vou mnst leawve your house. A change of clothing, socks, and
shoes should be inclnded. Dion't forgst to fake your disaster kit with you. Shel-
ters may not be set up for large munbers of people. Sunglasses sum block, and a
loical map may be important.

The shelters in Mitchall Coumty that are designated by the Deparimeent of Social
Services ares Buladean Flementary School, Tipton Hill Elementary School, Bow-
man Middie School, Mirchell High School, Harmis Middle School and Sprace Pme
First Baptist Chooch. Go to the shelter closest to vou or your area of emergency.
If peceszary to call, call the Emerpency Management Director at §88-2104 or G828-
9110 for information and location of other shelters.

Animals and Peis

Ask your Veterinanan sbout awimal care daring and after 3 disaster Femember
pets are not allowed nside emergency shelters becanse of health repnlations, ot
separyte facilities will be set up with cages in a trailer or a separate room. The
Amnimal Shelter may be overwhahned with other pats and you may not be able to
et to the aTea, so you may have o make your oW amangemsants.

= Be sure animals and pets are confined and camnot mn off to zet kost or follow
you when you leave

= Keep dogs and cats in the house or 2 shed or garage or ham for shelter fom
the weather

= Catile usually stay outdoors well.

* Horses, shesp, pigs, gears will need some sont of shelter

= Animals do mot Lick snow for water if thirsty

* Prowide water for the animals. Large containers or the type that dispenses
water slowly are good.

* Horses need water At roomm femperatars. not cold.

* Provide food for your animals — dry dog food, dry cat food, hay or straw, etc.

= All pets must have up to date rabies and distemiper vaccinations.

= Be sure your animals kave their name tags and rabies tazs on, if this is
spplicable.

= A picture of you and your pet(s) would be helpful In clamming your pet.

= It is a good idea to have your amimals chipped.

A list of emergency telephone monbers should be posted by vour phone for amy

S BElRE e e e e s ez 211
= e e e I e 211
= RPN 0. ¢ e i & et s 2 it = 211
e e e L 011
= Emergency Management. ... G88-2110 oz 211
Dwpcfor...... [Fi2 I e R LR LA N P P ST
Climic. ... i 1= P
Huospital (Blue Ridge Regional ) 76542101
Deenrist. ... DR 2 e e L S
Health DeparimemE. .. ... o.c.on e omeeisenmm eem o esmmmm e mm e G88-2371 or 2183
Home Heabih' - o e i L Ll G38-3421
Health Supphy. .o
D55 (Dept. of Social Services). .. ... . §88-2175
Elecmic Compamy............. French Broad .............. 3286826121 or
GEE4ELS or 4242
= Duke Enerzy Progress  1-800-452-2777
TWater oINPT . .. oo oe e e e e e
o Lial e i - T D L TR ol e e o A
Telephone Company............... Fromfier .............. 1-877-462-8188
Eell Sonth 1-200-642-0544

Wext Month: Children, Disaster Plans, Important Papers, MNeighbors

Paul and Nancy Tantchook moved fo NC in 1996 and are very happy in Red Hill
with their dog. She served as the Chairpersomn for the MCHP for neariy 1.2 years.
She focused on the amergency readingss programs a5 that is a real comcern m
rhese rural areas.
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Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Wimps or Warriors
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchall County

We are living in 3 world where it looks like evervbody
in the world is standing wp for what they believe in. You
hawe Democrats, Republicans, you have the Gay, Leshian,
Bizemmal and the Tranzpender, The Laft the Right efc. . They
all have their opimion on what they think is right and what is
wrong. We sea they are willing to stand np and fight for sin
and perversion. It's time for Christians fo take 8 stand today and pat on our Battle
Armor for God. The Bible tells us in Bomans 13:12 “The mght iz fir spent. the
day iz af hawd: lat us thergfore cast gff the work: gf darkness, and let us put on the
armour gf light.  The Armor of Lizht is God Word. Geod's Word is the only True
Light in this dark world. Panl tells us also in Bomans 1:16 “For I am nof ashamad
af the gaspel qf Christ: (Word qf God) for it = the power gf God unte sahvaiion fo
evaryone thar believeth,; fo the Jew first, and alze to the Greek. ™

It's time for God's pecple 1o stand and become Warriors for Christ, instead of
becoming Wimps in this World. What kas heppened o Christians today? I hate
fo zay it but many God-Feanng Christians are scared they are poing to offend
someone by what they believe Christians need to quit worrving sbout offending
people mnd start Proclaiming God’s Word. Let me 3=k vou 3 question. Do you
think the worldly proups or orzanization ssem too worried sbout ofending yonT
WO they don't, they just keep pushing their agenda. It's time for Christians to pat
on the Armor of Light, like Paul did in Romans 13:12. Too many Christians are
aftaid we will burt sooeone’s feelings. We are aftaid if we do that, our churches
will decline, if we talk about people’s sins and short comings. Folk's I'm bere to
tell you that God’s Word will offend people. Folks, I'll be the first to tell you that
it offends me. It's time for God's people to take God's Word and stand firm on it
Sp, if God’s Word offends people, it's just going o have t0 offend them The mth
of the marter is, it's nof that God's Word offends them, but it"s that God’s Word is
Comvicting them of their sins. And they don’t want to believe what they are doing
is 3 sin. Paml knew it was the Word of God and the Power of God's Word that
chianzed his life m Acts 9.

We need rmore Warriors like Paul; Who heve been fransformed to the image of
God, instead of deformed to the mages of this world; Who are not afraid to be
sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit of God, instead of always shaking if off,
as if (od is talking to someone else. We need more Wamiors who are not afraid
of meeting and speaking on isswes bead-on, mstead of wormied about oting feel-
ngs.

There are Three Great Truths m God's Warriors, and they are also seen In
Panl’s Life.

First, Paul Had a Boldness Like a Bull He szid in Foom 1:16 he was not

azshamed of the Gospel. Paul Siood on the
Gospel, Panl Shared the Gospel, and Paul
was Sure of the Gospel, because it had
changed his life. Panl let people know that
be was a satsfied customer of the Gospel
of Chrizt Why? Because the (rospel had
the “power gf (rod welo zalvation. ™ Sec-
ond, Paal Had the Assurance of 3 Surgeon.
The Bible says m Hebrews 4:12 “For the
Wawd gf God iz guick, and powarfll, and
sharper than ary two-edged sword, piare-
ing @ven to the dhviding asunder gf soul
arnd spivit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a dizcerner qf the thoughts and
intents gf the hagrr. © See, it was God's
Word that performs surgery on Paul's heart
and life. T put Panl's Surgery in perspec-
tiwe. thiz iz what he is saying happened to
him when God saved Him. In Hebrewrs
4:12 the word Quick means living,
alive, relevant to that moment. The word
Powerful means: able fo move the unmowable things. The word Sharper means:
When God’s word cnfs you it brings tears not Blood, it brings with it conviction,
not scars. The word Piercing: It can penetrate the hardest of bearts. The words
Dividing Asunder means: Crystal clear with no gray lines. The Words Discems
the Heart means: God Enows the Truth about you. The Bible says: “The baaer i
decaiipfil above all things and desperately wicked: who can kuwow if. I the Lord
Search the heart " Third Paul Believed on The Gospel. Folks, when yon believe
the Gospel of Jesus Christ vou sutomatically recarve this boldness & power. The
problem i, we fail to develop God’s Word in our lives, and when we fail to de-
velop God’s Word we will lose the Boldneszs and Power God give us and we will
become Winps instesd of Warriors for God.
Words of Warriors:

= If you are standing on anything less than the Word of God you're standing on
Shaky GFround.

= If people keep whitiling away at themselves, pretty soon there won't be amy-
thing keft to whittle away.

= You can never win war until yon step out cnto the battle field
Juzt a Thought:

= If people believed in God, the way they claim to believe in God, they would
be Warmiors for God, Wiouldn't they?

Steve Willimms is the Paztor gf Berry Chapel! Bapiizt Chunch in Spruce Pine
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N Thrift

Furniture Antiques Books

Hospice and Palliative of Blue Ridge

I\

"
Store N

One of the area’s largest Thrift Stores. Located in Ledger NC.
We offer a Huge Selection of:

Art Clothing Shoes Home

Furnishings Jewelry Electronics Tools
Closed on Sunday and Monday, Open Tuesday thru Friday 9:00-5:00, Saturday 9:00-12:30

What customers are saying about our Thrift Store:

*I think the Thrift Store is the best in the county. It is always affordable and has the friendliest staff ™

Alice Harlow Laughlin

“I love the senior citizen discounts on Wednesdays. 1 can’t believe the prices on furniture.™

Gloria Coffey

Shop~Donate~Volunteer~Support

(828)-688-6400

www. bremews . com
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Bits 'n Pieces  ..ors

shilitizs. For more info go to ninfiorholland com.

Spruce Pine Farmer"s Market Moves Indoors! - We will hawe baked zoods,
fresh eggs, pork, grass fed beef, and more. The market is inside the Pizza Shop
and Dry County Brewing Company from 12-4pm. The indoor markets will be
oace 4 month the 1st Saturday of the month from December through April. Come
shop local with us.

Sommer 17T Worlcshops at Penland - Say hello to Penland's Summer 2017
wiorkshop catalog, now online i full as a PDF! We're beyond excited o have 97
great workshops on offer this year Take a look snd come join us in the stodios to
bmnild bikes or books or bowls or brooches or .7

Tipton Hill Commuuity Foundaton (Tipton Hill) — Conniry Breakfast, the first
Sanardsy each month, 730 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Church across from
Terry's Store. Come join us for bomemade sansage, scrambled eggs, gravy, jellias,

uice and coffes. Eat in or take-out, all fonds support the Tipton Hill Comnmmity
Foundation.

Wiomen's PFraver Brealfast: If vou would like to join a group of women who
are dedicated to praying, leaming about God's will, and fellowshippine, come join
ns for breskfast at Helens Festaurant m Bakersville on April 14th at B:00am. We
will be ending by 10:00zm. Open to all-for mors information call Barbara Harrsll
at B18-487-3644 or email at barbarah/mbrenews com.

Yancey County

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine

Calvary Chapsl Charch in Asheville is sponsoring & home fellowship and Eible
Study in Spmce Pine. The fellowship i3 held on Thorsday evenings at 7:00pm at
78 Sean Dir. (Estatoe area—off Broshy Creek Bd). We are smdying the Gospel of
Jobhn corrently. Call Tobn Jacksom 760-T93-3780 for informaton snd directions.
And bring your Bible.

Clinch Mountaim Gospel Sing Friday Apnl Tth 2t T-:00pm Doors will open

at 6:00pm at hMendota Commmmity Center n RMendots, VA Smging will be the
Singing Holbrooks and the Wayne Hobbard Family Come out for an evenimg of
Bluegrass Gospel and Southem Gospel pmsic. Mo admission, bot Love Offering
will be taken  For more infio call 682-20064.

Higgin: Memorial United Mefhodist Church - Bumsville Connmmity Easter
Sunrise Service on the Sguare
Join us on Sunday, April 16, at §:30 am for 3 omlti-denominational Easter celebra-
tion! Please bring flowers or greenery for the service.

A covered dish breakfast will follow at First Baptst Clnrch of Burnsvills.
The Fallowship Hall will open at 6:00 am if von would like to drop your dish off
beforehand

Toin one of the churches on the square for worship afteraard!

Holy Week Services at Higgins Memorial United Methodist Church

101 I Main Street, Burnsville, MIC

Palm Sunday, April © &t 8:30 am or 11:00 am

Wednesday, Aprl 12 at 600 pm, Last Supper

Good Friday, April 14 at 6:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 18 at 3:30 am in the Family Life Center or 1100 am in our
Sancioary

Laurel Branch Baptist Church (Burnsville) — Seslone hi-vocationsl pastor,
please email resime to floreecapps{Tifrontier com.

Jungle Book Kids Swings Into Parlovay Playhouse - BURNSVILLE, NC: El-
ephkants, monkeys, and tigers. . .oh my! Parkway Playhoose funior opens its spring
sexson with Jungle Book Eids. Banished by the ferocions tiger, Shere Ehan a
bnman boy named Mowgli and his panther fiend Baghesra, are om the mn in the
deepest parts of the jungle On their journey, the two meet A sinister snake named
Esza & herd of elephants and a gisnt bear mamed Baloo, who teaches them the
swingin' nmsical thythoms of the jungle. After surviving a dangerons encounter
with 2 band of monkeys led by Eing Louwie, Mowgli and Bagheers are forced to
mn fior their lives. When Shers Ehan retums, our heroes must rally their fellow
amimals into batile and restore peace throughout the junsle.

This production featares 21 talented students ages 4-11, and is sure to Inpress
with its high energy dance routines and memorable songzs. Perfonmances take
place om April 7ih and &th, &:00pm &t Parkway Flavhouse. For more information
about Parkway Playhonse, performances, vohmiser opportanities, classes, andi-
fioms, and more please visit www parkwayplayhonse com, or call 828-882-4285.

Shoal Creek Baptist Chuorch Burnsville, NC - Saturday April 15 (@ 3:00 P
—Kids BEaster Celebration

Sunday April 16 @ 645 AM - Sumrise service followed by breakfast
homing worship with our Choir at 2:00 A

Trac Gift Shops Jury In New Artists - 4 few weeks apo, seven people zat
arcund 3 tahle to view work submitted for the Toe Biver Arts Conncil gift shop!
gallery. Affter several hoars, they welcomed 12 new artists and three current ar-
ists submitting in different medivms, nto the group of over 130 Avery, Mitchell,
snd Yancey county gift shop artists who exhibit and ssll their work m the TRAC
Galleries. The Gift Shop Exhibition, Apnl 8 through May §, showcases the resnlis
of the annnal selection process that kesps the art fresh and gives talented artists 3

vemue to showr and sell their work locally. Bost of the arosts have been in the ses
for a while: others are already familiar presences on our vibrant aris scene; some
hawe a penerational e to the arts; and s6ll others have been quietly crestine here
for years. All are accomplished in their ant

Hew to the TRAC gift shops:

Thomas E. Bell (Mitchell}: Wnod—mrned

George H. Cadall (Mitchell): Bronze—smalpture

Pani Comnor-Greene {Avery): Clay—porcelain

Courmey Diodd (Mitchell): Glass—blown

Craig Frang (Avery): Painting-oil

Fickolans Frun (Michell) Glass—blown

Till Howell (Mirchell): Mxed Media—found objects

Forrest Johnson {Yancey): Watercolor and Jewelny

Cindy McEnery (Axery): Photography

Gaylens Petcu (Awvery)): Painfing—pasiels

zalen Sedbery (Mirchell): Clay—wood fired

Martin Stankus (Yancey): Clay—rmaku/saggar

Current TEAC artsts jurying in with different mednom-

Susan Garrigues (Yancey): Mixed media—oil (paper clay

Jeam Elein { Yancey): Wood

Lzurel Lovrek (Yancey): Fewelny—handmade beads

These talented new TRAC gift shop antists will lesve a lasting mnpression. The
exhibition continues throwgh May 6 io Bumsville. Come on down; see what's new
on the walls, on pedestals, and in the cases &t your Arts Council. TRAC's Bums-
ville Gallery is located at 102 West biain Soeet. The Spruce Pine location is 269
Oiak Averme. Hours for both are Toesday-Satarday, 10-30am to 5:00pm. For more
information, call 828-682-T215 or wisit www. toeriverarts org.

The Tos Fiver Ans Council is a pot for profit organization promoting the ams in
Mitchell and Yancey Counties. and supported by donstions, memberships Local
sovernment, grants (including the Morth Caroling Ars Conndl, a division of the
Drepartment of Matmral and Coltural Resouoces, a state agency), and suppeorters
who nnderstand the benefit of art n our compmanity.

Yancey Connty Meals on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volunteers needed to deliver
meals o Yaocey County shut-ins, any weekday, 1030 am - noon. If you would
like to vohimteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-6011.

Mayland Community College

SMATL BUSINESS CENTER

The Mayland Small Business Center (SBEC) offers hizh quality rainimg snd
confidential coumsaling for entreprenenrs and small bosinesses. Whether yon ars
considering lmmching 3 pew business or mansging an existing one, the small
business center provides resources tailored to fit your needs. If you would hike to
schedule a free confidential business counseling session or sign up for free somall
business sepunars, contact Mayland SBC Director Allen Cook at 828 766.1295 or
email him at acook@mayland edo - Check ot our Bfarch classes
Small Business Classes for April

The Mayland Small Business Center (SBEC) offers hizh quality raimmg and
confidential coumseling for entreprenenrs and simall osinesses. Whether yon ars
considering lnmching & new business or managing an exisine one the small
business centar provides resonrces tailored to fit your nesds. If vou would like to
schednle a free confidential business counsaling seqsion or sign up fior free small
business sepupars, contact Mayland SBC Director Allen Cook =t 8287661295 or
email him st acook{Fmayland edu - Check out our April classes:

How to Start and Finsnce 3 Small Business -Gaim knowledge of the basics of
starfing a business in this seminar that takes you from idea to oppormnity. Leam
key strategies fior stari-up, financing and marketing as well as important informa-
tiom about legal issues, licensing, zoning, and operations. Leam the imporfance
of & self-assessment and how to evaluste the feasibility of your bosiness ides_
Diiscower resources awvaitable to help start and swocessfully operate your business.
44 T, 5:30-8:30 pm Mayland Campus,

How to Write 2 Business Plan - A busimess plan 15 wital to starting and operating
2 business. Learn how to tum ideas into 8 solid plan for finsncime and long-term
swocesy. This semminar teaches the important components of & bosiness plam amd
halps lay the foumdation for a fimctonal plan. Discover how a business plan is
used by potential lenders, the dos and don'ts of writing a plan, and steps for mak-
ing the process easy. You will also learn to mtroduce yourself and your business
with confidence and clamnty with your personsl "Elevator Spesch®.

411, T, 5:30-3:30 pom. Mayland Campus

HEW! Get Your Stdio Found by Costomers -As we approach the season of sm-
dio tours, it is of wimost importance that custoomers have the ability to locate and
navigate to your business nsing their smart phone or computer. Lesm hoar to list
your business on the Google map snd create a free Google pagze for your siadio.
Free Google Gear!

412, W, 5:30-T:30 pm TRAC Resource Center Spruce Pine

Pmterast for Business -Leam how to pin your way to new sales! This one hour
seminar will cover bow to create a Pinterest business page and how to market

your product on Pinterest.
413, TH, 5:00-6:00 p.m. Maylapd Campus

Instagram for Business -Leam how to build 2 business Instagram page. sef up
your accoumt, snd best practices for Instapram Visnally conumoicate your way to
increased sales and business awareness!

413, TH, &:00-7:00 p.m_Mayland Canypus

www. brcnews.com
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Miarketing Puhlic Felations, mmd Advertising -This class disrngses oo to build
8 costommer hase. Business location, layout, sisnage. pricing service, traditionsl!
spcial media, ditect marketing, promotional material, and Tade shows will be
discussed to help enfreprensurs effectively comumumicate and markst. 418, T,
530-8:30 pm. Mayland Canypus

four most mportant financial statements in bosiness: the personal financial state-
ment, the balance sheet, the mcome statement, and the cash Sow statement. The
class will also cover basic bookkeeping and record keeping skills, Amendees will
gain 3 workable knowledge of bow to properly record financial transactions for a
business. 425 T, 5:30-8:30 pm_ Mayland Campuns

Finanring Your Small Business- Are yon in need of a loan to stant or expand your
tusiness? The Caroling Small Business Development Fand can help yon navigate
the process. Tommy Dennison, Business Development Officer, will be discussing
what the CS5BDF looks at in order to rendet an approval on a loan. Topics covered
will be the 5 C's of Credit, types of loans availsble, what you will
need to apply, and a typical losn tmeline. 426, W, 5350 pm.-7:00
pm. Avery Campus

How to Sell Your Arts and Crafis at Shows- Learn how to properiy
select and register for shows, set np your booth to stiract costom-
email 3 free excel spreadshest that will estimate potential income
from your booth sales.

4726, W, 5:30-T30 pm. TRAC Besource Center Spmce Pine

LinkedIn for Business- -LinkedIn Compamy pages belp build brand
awareness by providing a channel to promote your products and
services to customers and prospects. In this guick course, leam

b to create 3 LinkedIn company page to promote your business,
=427, TH, 5:00 pom.-§:00 pm. Mayland Campus

Twritter for Business-Tweet your way to more sales! In this quick

conrse, learn how o create a8 business Twitter page snd stratezies

to nse mwitter 35 an affective means to market yoor siall bosiness.
477, TH, 6:00-7-:00 pm. Mayland Campus

MSRP: #31,285
FRebates & Discounts: - 6,757

wow: °24,528" |

Be True to Self

By Timothy Eller
McDowell County

Smith Wizglesworth once zaid, "may the
Lord help us be e to God first; then if we
are frue to God, we will be tree to our-
selves ™ Very mzightfnl words from 3 mam
who was a phoober by rade, who could
not read a newspaper and could read only the Bible, Shakespears
has been noted for his statement "to thine own self be tue®™. Mdost
people today live in a shroud of decepton. People are not honest
sbout anything. Most people desire to continoe o live m a famy
fale world where they look at life through rose colored glasses
seeimg things the way they desire fo see them. 5in has a way of
clouding judzement. People nmst have a sincers desire to be
irue with the Lord in their relationship with him  Finding 3 place
where we can have power with God, comes from finding a place
of imfimary with God where we are alirned with his boliness and
beart In the middie of God's will is found peace, confenfruent,
amd jioy ‘ﬂu‘iﬂlmlHn]mu:,mmmﬂu“mlﬁnpm&rnfGnd
fruly work in their lives. When church apam tmly becomes about
Jesus and mot sbout politics, pride, or unspoken agendas will we
hawe revival.

MSRP: 848,160

Tim mﬂi‘:w.ﬂm Caroling mﬁm _,{;‘:T Rebates & HM Rebates & Discounts: - 10,200
H a5 invalfved it prison iRz h - &
_g'hrm_].w:._ﬂﬂmnﬁl hf:E:;ﬁrmingm ﬂﬂﬁqﬂ::;ﬂ' afa E;Ff:'ﬂl' *‘37,990 HOW: 137 gﬁo
af Jesis Christ ' SALE PRICES POSTED IN VEHICLE WINDOWS!
' - BUCHANAN & YOUNG “Serving WNC For
- 828-682-2194
€2 FASTER — =
Burnaville, N.C. 28714

Y n""—'ﬂh:lrll;:-# m ﬂ A windowa, See deabsr for
on retates and financing.

www.buchananyoungcom No DOOtuae.

Ctlehral:e the resurrection of our Lord!
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ACEROSS

1Lightis _ upon the nghiteous
and joy on the upright (Ps 97:11)
5However, | that T worshop
the God of our fathers (Acts
M:14)

10 Thesr camels ware loaded with
spices,  and moyvarh (Gen 37:25)
14 Asher remained on the coast
and stayed m s (Judg 5:17)
16 from the  of Ezvpt to the
Euphrates Fiver (2 Kmgs 24:7)
17 "All these I have kept since I
was____ "he=aid (1,3) (Luke
18:21)

18Youare  that appears
for a hittle whale {1, 4) (James 4:14)
19 another name given to Esau
(Jacobs brother) (Gen 25:300

20 Thou hast planted them, vea,
they have taken  (Jer 12:2)
Kv

21 like a choice vine of sound and
___ stock (Jer 2:21)

23 Sothen,  ancoiety from vour
heart (Eccl 11:10)

25 Youstraimowta ___ but swal-
low a camel (Matt 23:24)

26 Whenever the stronger
were 1n heat, Jacob would (Gen
3041

27 Fools mock atmakmg  for
zin (Prov 14:9)

30 and came to ___, the mommtain
of God (Ex 3:1)

31l as a ___ pathers her chicks
under her wmgs (Matt 23:37)

32 when Nabal was ___, lus wife
told him all thess thimgs (1 Sam
2537

34 Hisname was __ and his
wife's name was Abigail {1 Sam
25:3)

38 Ifanyone _ amything to
them God will add to him (Bev
22:18)

40 frohie hike a henfar threshmse
gram and __ like stallions (Jer
50:11)

42 The ordinances of the LORD
are ___ and altopether rightecns
(Ps 19:9)

43 Fear and trembling have
me; horror has overwhelmed me
(Ps 55:5)
45whomade =~ mthe
depths of the sea (1.4) (Isa 51:10)
47 Jesus, walking by the  of
Galilee (Mait 4:18)

48 Jesus replied, "Foxes have
holes and birds of the air have
(Mlatt B-20)

0 Amontes and the kingdom of
Oz kmgof _ (Num 32:33)

52 no one treads out wine at the
_ (Isa 16:10%

55 brothers, never _ of doing
what 1s right (2 Thes 3:13)

56a__ would not help the man
who had been robbed {Luke
10:32%

57 Cyrus retumed the stolen gold
and silver  for the temple (Ezra
514)

61 first month of Hebrew calendar
(Ex 23:15)

62 keep away from every brother
who 1z and does not (2 Thess
3:6)

64 first husband of Bathsheba (2
Sam 11:3)

63 angel of the Lord appeared and a
Lhght shone mthe  {Aets 12:T)
66 the wrmgmg of the  bomgeth
forth blood (Prov 30:33)KTV

67 endow her with wizdom or pive
ber a share of pood _ (Job 32:17)
68 Salvation 1s found m no one
for there 15 no other name (Acts
4:12)

62 this people's heart 15 waxed
and their ears are dull (Matt 13:15)
ETvV

70 God said, Let the water  with
Living creatures (Gen 1:20)

DOWN
Itisonlya__ from the boil (Lav
13:23)

2 Then he said unto him, Come

with me, and ezt bread (1 Eing

13:15)

3 Do not those who plot __ go
astray 7 (Prov 14:22)

4 They rebuilt the temple of God ac-
cordmg to its eriginal (2 Chron
24:13)

6Ilhave mot _ in 3 house from the
day I brought Israel {1 Chron 17:5)

7 When the LORD God ___ the earth

and the heavens (Gen 2:4)

E teacher, what mmist __ to in-
berit eternal life? (1,2) (Luke 18:18)
9 They purchased  and dressad
stone for the reparr (2 Eings 12:12)
10 Then ___ went to Tarsus to lock
for Saul (Acts 11:23],

llbmmgitto  and cook the
bones m it (1 4) (Ezek 24:5)

12 Cutting  the anchors, they left
them 1n the sea (Acts 27-40)

13 to devote themselves to _ and
endless genealogies (1 Tim 1:4)

15 but whoever does not behieve
condemmned already (Tohn 3:18)

22 dip 1t m the blood that 15 n the
___ . aod sinke the lintel {Ex 12:22)
ETV

24 These are the words of the |
the farthful and tmoe witness (Bev
314

26 BEvery seventh year we will
workmg the land (Mek 10:31)

27 hzband of Tezabel (1 Eing 19:1)

28 Danus the  took over the kmgz-

dom, at the age of sixty-two (Dan
530

29 Then it will be known to the
of the earth that God mles (Ps 59:13)
30 You are Abraham's seed, and
according to the promuse ((zal 3:29)
I3 Haman _ his male or female
slave with a rod and (Ex 21:20)

33 Moses saw that though the
was on fire 1t did not bun up (Ex
Sty

36 a Levite who lived in a remote

___ inthe hill country (Tudg 19-1)

3 34 - B - A T
= 3 &2
%3 I T
52 |83 |4
54 S |5 |4
31 &4
35 = &
- LH .
COPYRIGHT 2017 BIBLEWORDOAMES COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
37 Trust m the LORD with all yowr 359 make 3 man wnelean (Mark

heart and _ not on vour own (Prov
3:5)

39 Ispeak to ___ people; judge for
yourselves (1 Cor 10:15)

4] they gef mto the  of bemg 1dle
{1 Tim 5:13)
44Twall _ them and see whether
they will follow (Exodus 16:4)

46 The Emg who put Damel in the
den of loins (Dan 6:16)

49 Though | they do not sea;
though hearmg, they do not hear
(Matt 13:13)
S1Youdiditin . butI will do
this thing i broad davlight (2 Sam
12:12)

52 Take off your sandals; the
where vou are standmg 15 holy (Acts
7-33)

53 obey lum and donot ___ agamst
his commands (1 Sam 12:14)

54 All these _ come from mside

i

7:12:23)
5Sand __ bearing fruit with sead
in it (Gen 1:12)

57 in the earth in those days; and

after that (Gen 6:4)

58 go to the lake and throw out
your __ . Take the furst fish (Matt
17:27)

59 pow therefore  thou some-
what the grievous servitude (2 Chr
10:4) ETV

60 All nafions came from
Ham and Japheth- Noah's sons
(Gen.5:32)

63 Manasseh did not drive
out the people of Beth Shan or
Taamach or ___ (Tudz 1:27)

Solution on page 14

Services: Provided:
Fopd ntaloton

vind & Flberpions
Open fCloge
Weskly Soarvee
Chemical Boloncing
Liner Replaocements
Pool Service and Repok
Covans

PELY-WOOD

o, T

G,gﬁg
Egg

Bl n frnd Cemndar

(Gl o

-
==

==
BioGuard

& L

Platiniumm Denbor

Ken- Ray Pools and Spas
2046 Burkemont Ave. Morganton, NC 284655
(828)-433-1742
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ﬁw County F

Busy Days in February

By Greichen Blackbum
Avery Coundy

Cm Febmary 2nd, 2017, Lane Richardson of the Avery
County FFA Chapter participated in the State FEA Truck
Driving Career Development Event in Faleigh M. Lane = = .I
placed 2th in the state in this event. Lane is a pmdor at Av- |5 8
ery County High School and his parents are Michael and
Vickie Richardson of Old Beech hMountain. This event
requires members to safely operate a tack through a given course. “Tt provides
students the oppornity to showcase their talents and skills while providing real-
world application, ™ says Jason Davis, State FEA Coordinator. Participants were
udged on their knowledge and demonstration of safety practices and skills inthe  _fvery Cowoity FE4 Mombears, :
operation of 2 pickup tmuck. This event is one of 43 different career developoemnt visifing Deanna Balland, NC Sen-
events offerad to Morth Caroling FFA members on the state level. The State Truck  gre and Jazh Dobron NC Houze
Driving Event is currently sponsored by Southemn Shows, with in-kind sport from. g Repeerenrarives for NC FFA
Capital Chevrolet. Thiz event was hald in conjunction with eh Southern Fanm Lepiziative Day. Front- Brie Curth-
Show at the IO State Faitgrounds. It was a grest oppormanity for some other FEA barizon, Senator Deanna Ballard,
members to visit the farm show as well as cheeting Lane on in the competition. Ashiay Poore, driel Hoyney, Bylie

Cm Febmary 16t 2017, a group of Avery County FFA members traveled to Danigls, Lillie Wisemean, Madison
Faleizh for the WC FEA Legislative Diay. These students were able o go to the Clark, Grefchen Blackiur, Rap-
Senate Building to watch the NC Senate and = resentanive Jozh Dobson, Back-
WC House of Fepresentatives in session. The  Hynrer Higffiman, Dewame Krege,
FFA students had the opportunity to person- Dawson Buchanan, Jared Jaynes, B
ally visit Senator Deanna Ballard and House  Lane Richamdson. dnother pichure
Representanve Joch Dobson. There was a outside of legiziathe bide.
Iuncheon and FEA members watched a live
production of MC Spin, (Balanred Debate for
the Old Morth State) with a panel discussion
ahont current issues in the senate and house.

President’s Day kicked off FFA Week. The
Aovery FFA had a “Cuestion of Day™ where
all smadents had the opporfunity o answer the
guestion and a daily winner was drawn. Each
Lane Richardson with dad, Michael day the Avery FFA Officers also belped fa-
Richardson at the NC FFA Truck  cilitate an activity. The activities varied from
DrhingEtwn‘RnIm’gﬁNﬂ' -uikrhng@'ugmntﬁrmmﬂﬂtﬂzﬂﬂﬂ
IJ].E'IIhEl'EIhIS}'ElIEﬂﬁLEItEBm

The Morth Caroling FFA is 3
vouth organization of 19,721
student members preparng for
leadership and careers in the sci-
= | ence. business and technology of
amnﬂm“ﬂﬂﬂlucalch@mgcrmsﬂm
state. FEA makes A positive difference in the
o lives of students by developing their potential
for premier leadership, personal growth, and
caresr success throngh agricultural educa-
— ton. Visit wawoncffa.org for mose informa-
o tion, or contact Dewsyne Erege or Gretchen ;
Blackbumn at Avery County High School to Flannal Fridy
= leam more about cur local chapter,

2 Morganton Locations:

911 WUnion St Inside Wal-Mart
828-433-4455 §28-448-2243

Your Tax Prep Fees

Awmmmmw of $100 or more
Huyffinan, Lane Richardson, Ariel , With this coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 411517,

the Southan Farm Shaw at e NC. | E YOUR TAKES

State Fairgrounds.

2 OFF
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Clothing
Is Your

Tuxedo
W~ Headquaﬁm*s

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
“SHOP LOCAL> wwegrassyereekelothing. com

Grassy Creef:
CLOTHI NG

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat 8:30am-5:30pm | '31'3'55'3 sunday
Thurs & Fri. 8:30am-2:00pm -Go to Church

417 N Main 5t Suite 2, Marion, NC (Mext to Tracter Supply)
New and Gently Used
Furniture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Materials

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation
All Donations Help Support Hospice of McDowell County

. f-.ﬁu_.f:r-:u.!d'ng
Qins u*./\ $ SefeHarbor
of MEDUWEI ] :‘: Patlitoe (ine (imsallets

Home Is Whera the Heart is

When to consider Safe Harbor Palliative Care:
* Fymu or sorneona vou know s Bemg with a serious illness

* Yau wank cane Lhal is available at home

¢ You need additiona! suppat for rmanagimg symptorms

What can Palliative Care do for you ¢

« Provice additiona’ support durireg a struggle with serious illeess
= Assist with making referrals to other community resolmoes

= Callaborate with yaur team of medcal specalists

828-659-7068

www.homconc.org

Grace Upon Grace

Jan Merop
Avery Coungy

Wy bear and mund raced in panic as nuy young
zon’s fevered brow, choked coughing and Labored
breathinz persisted. [ had never experenced a
might like this T .didn’t know bow to help him.

That night was davmting

My armes encircled bom my volce spoke
reaszurinely, and songs of Tesus love for hirn fowed froan vy wosried kearr. In
the darkness of the night . with toy hand apoa bis bead 1 prayed that the Lond
would take his fever and give him rast.

Wiraculonshy, I felt the heat leave his body, kis breathing became even and he
drifted off to sleep. I wept tears of thanksgmving and praize. God had graciously
gomen him over a critcal pemod.

Thea next day, the docror dizgposed kom with croup and muzht me o o the
shower and craate steam o Joosen the phlagm. We drew pionares oo the steanry
nuirrer as relief, instead of panic mook over,

Time and again God met me m circnmstances where I had nowhare to fam bt
to kim  He never lat me down; like the fime our picket fence crumbled. azam.

We were sermlad securaly in our tiny, affordsble apartmet il the lapdlerd’s
unexpected anonncement that peraonal cironmestances mesnt we bad o moevs. T
was speechlass,

Searching for sparmmients we could afford showed me ope thing: there wersn't
amy!

We were led to a place well beyond oy means, but not God’s. Wy single parent
stams gave me eligibilicy for financial sid. That weastary provision allowead s
to kave a larger aparonent for less! God had doae it again. I remember saying, <1
wish I bad trusted him mare.™

God is 30 mastwerthy

I embraced this fruth once again when [ came across thonghts from Georze
Muellar’s life. He demonstrased his amst in God by canog for cophans and wot
letting their naeds be known o sovone ot God. Then he watched how the Lord
miraculonsly provided.

Buz, I loved his words that said, . because I was enabled by His grace o
must Hon, He kas always appearad for my kelp. I dalight in spesking well of His
name

I needed that remunder recently. For, it is bow I have always fait. By God's
grace [ s epabled to oast hitn aed be never dizappoints e It is why [write,
sing and dalizht o speakins well of kis name.

As it says in John 1: 14, WETY, “dnd qf Hiz fulinezs we have all received, and
grace for grace. "

Grace. . the wmnented favor of God that be lavishes upon hes children. 5elah

Pure Grace
Binseom: wopriv deccerd i buds filled wirrh oroom
S WU, BN WS ORI e LAl T e LA OTHIZE
| Foy T oy S—— ] » I —
ke snowflakes falling from a burgeoning 1k
dpAd = 17 frwerEh e

Pyure Grace by Ean Merop

et and Jar reside in Lawd Harbour in Avery County, where they have moved in
refirament because they love our mountains. Thay have written for us in years
pait
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Faith Fellowship Church

Put on the Whole Armour of God
B Taresa Younz
Tancey Coungy

Epbesians §:10-18  "Pur on e wiale armour gf God ™
became a visual realiny to those who arsndad Farth Fellon-
ship Church of Mewdala during Vacaton Bible School (Tuly
18-22, 2016 After previewing several VES auricnhan themnss
to purchase and not confinning a choice, DirectorTieacon A
Jeremiizh Jobeson was given the "Anwour of God” theme directly from the Tord
awd nomiediazely detailed plans bagan coming mito place about kow o cary out the
mazsive sk, Teremiah along with the support of his creative wife, Anzela Tohmson,
i oo way wants 1o take 21l the credit for this samezpg mndemaking because it took
0 many velaareers from the chuoch and sumonnding commanaity to make it happen.
For weeks priar o0 VBS people ware busily paintng wall murals that depicted each
piece of the "ammour” and descrbed its puopose. Each elsborate suir of anmoug was
creatively desizred and created from resourcedinl maserials.

LODNS i with math (Belrs, kein gusrd f2bric,
sud painted decorative accents camme from clarch
nussion ronuuage sale and thrift sore) BEEAST-
PLATE of nghteousness (Diowble Bubble Forl
Trsnlasion) FEET shod with the sospel of peace
{Sanda] sole-ouat Som foam wresting marszides
awd straps-Foil Insulxdon) SHIELD of faith (wall-
board cut, sesked, and doed while strapped to 2
fomm fior shaping) HELWMET of salvaton (prootype
mold of silicon, then fberzlass)3WORD of the
Spinit (woedsn handles and blades cut out by the
Womntaie Hermage Carpenmy Class) SHETH (Foul
bualble insulation). The full sutt of annour was ten §

completed by red T-Shirts, and spears that repressnt
pratze and pravers of the Saints, thar CHEIST, in
num, uses to fzht our battles and to soenzrthen ns agamsr the mcks of our enenyy.
Satan and the mulers of the darkness of thes world, so that we can victortously com-
bat the spiritial wickednsss and evil thar surrpunds vs! Each smdent took the mate-
nals that had been prepared and worked to create thedr oo personal suir of anoour
Crear sizfy ouifits were assemblad snd taken bome by the students! A special thanks
1o all vohuteers who worked so diligantly o make this such a memaorsbls VBS, and
1o the families of mur comonuety whe allowed thedr precious children to amend

W were 30 blessed to kpow that sone of these voung men aed wornen of faith
took this teaching, dressed in their personal armour, and shared God's tuth &t their
homies and other churches. This sunueer, God's mads marches amward as a church
in Avery County will be bommowing all the mwrals, cuomionlvan, efc. a3 they continue
1o share tus powerful messzze of bow to be swong in the Dord and the power of His
migl!

Tevesa Youmg is the Principal At Ti-County Christian School in Sprivce Pine.

je Partnership for Ct
AMY Wee Trade 2017 Spring/
Summer Consignment Sale

By Fauthie Sryles

What has great thungs von need for the kids at amazing
prices and supports 3 zreat cause” The AWY Wee Trade
Spring & Swmmer consigmmnent sals of course.

Wa all knew bow gquickly kids outgrow clothes, tovs, far-
uiture and &l the othar stuff they nead and how expensive
it can be to keep them in those things, AMY Wes Trade can

bkelp with some of those expenses as this consiznment sale features the very best
in “gantly used” and oew children's spring and swnmer clothing We also carmy
genily loved tovs, fuminure, bedding, equipment, maternity clothes and much,
mich more. This sale is shaping up 1o be fill of quality items af great prices.
Mot only does the ARY Wee Trade consiznment sale offer quality kid ralared
“smaff” at great prices but, becanse of our generous consiznors who dowate 305
E_-_‘F“

of thair salas, it also supports the Blue Fides
Parmership for Childrean’s Imaginaton Library
project tn Avery, Mirchell and Yancew covmtias, |
Imagination Library is the program, stared by
Diolly Parton, where 2 child who is age bk
to fve yvears old g=ts an age appropriste: book B
once @ month 2t oo chargs to theior fanuly when ||
they are eprollad in the program. Muansrons
stodies have shewn how much children benefis ’-"
when they are read 1o on a regular basis fon
the time they are bomm, and it is a Ereat way
to zet in 2 daily dosa of sumzgle dme. Last
yaar the Blue Fidze Parmership for Chil-
dren calebrated 100,000 books distributed by
Imamination Library in our covmvtes and, with
the support of the A Wes Trade plamming
ol tes, consignors, shoppers and others,
we are well on our way to reacking 200 000
books disoibuted.

The AWY Wes Trade Sprine & Svanmer
Consiznment Sale is at the Cross Strest Com-
merce Caprer, locatad at 31 Cross Streer, Spamce Poe, W Preview dav is Thurs-
day, April 6th, B:00 am unal §:00 pm and adoussion is 53,00, Join us for the pre-
view day to shop early and caich the best barzain: on the best stuff. Friday hours
are 8:00 am uwonl §:00 pw and Sznoday hoars are 8:00 am to 12:00 pm with mamy
itz marked down to half
price on Sxmorday. Thers
iz no adrdssion chargs for
Friday and Samrday

If wou have questons
alrous the sals, bow fo con-
sizm iterms or if vouw wondd
lika to volunteer, pleasa
CORMACT s a0 myvirade)i
email.com or call one of
the Blue Fidza Parmer-
ship for Children offices
ar (B28) GE2.0717 or {B28)
7332809

Avram Tairon with kiz fese Imagi-
nation Library book

urkie Stwles &5 Coremunity Development Manazer for Biue Ridee Parowrzhip for
Children zemving Avery, Mitchall and Faneay Countres.

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

A® Erie
Insurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against

the loss of everything he has in the world
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

waw brenews.com
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e Eroker Vhat Gets Bescclrs

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
TACREAGE » COMMERCIAL

R

e
|." 3 . i

EQUAL HOUEHG |
OPPORTUNITY

l ' I . . .
South of 1-40 |
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |
Marion, NC 28752 |

[ s
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1988 Reallor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

wwwr, WhilzonRealtvocom | denniswad WhitsonRealty.com

Marlene's Meditations

Called to Prayer
By Marlens Houk
Burke County

Diamiel 919 O Lord, hear; & Lord, forgmve; O Lord, hear-
Een and do; defer nod, for thime own sake, O my God: for
rhy ciny and thy people are called by fiy name.

Chriethy they wead solenmly, sscending the rock steps o
& ald courthounse lavm. The spring prass bows under the
weight of casual and professional shoes as citizens pather
under broad sowthemn oaks and sesle into metal chairs christened with the sun.

At five minutes @l 12:00 PM, a bagpipe’s stiming sommds fade as the hannting and
cnmmdmgmﬁnmﬂ:emmmlmlﬁhshuﬁumndmnmdmm
Tt is tie.

On Thursday, hay 4, 2007, st 12:00 PRA at the historic Burke County Courthonse,
eraced with history and carefully preserved, citizens im and arpund the county will
azzemble to pray during the Mational Day of Prayer. They will be led by represents-
twes from different facets of society in prayers that pour forth with gratimde. with
supplication and with a sense of approaching a mighty throne It is 8 reverent mne.
acknowledsing our omem madequacies and bessaching the favor of Almmighey God
for our nation.

Prayer is our recopnition of the chain-of-conymand o our Commander-In-Chief
{zod Himiself. It empowvers, enables. and enlivens the armor that God has begoesthed
us o serve Him As such, prayer becomes the impetus that drives us o victores s
we dress in the ammor of Ephesians 6.

This year's theme for the MNatonal Day of Prayer is: For Your Great Mame's Sake!
Hear Us. . Forgive Us. . Heal Us! Taken from Dande] 9:19 which says," O Lord,
Listem! Q Lowd, Forgive! O Lord, Hear and Act! For Tour Sake, O My God. 7 Ac-
cording o the website, woaw MNationalDayOffraverorg, ©. . . thonsands of mdividoals,
chuwches, and comonities will be working to rally millions of Christians o once
spam heed this call. _. Scoiphure tells us again and again that oor fervent prayer is ef-
fective. That our loving God responds fo His children’s exmest pleas m mighty ways
that avail mmch, and ultimately determime the course of histary.

Leading up to the MNatonal Dy anmvEt,mdrnm:ppmﬂlEm:mIrhmuf
ihe task force, Anne Graham [otz, the Burke County 1a- :
tipnal Diay of Prayer Team will host 3 Ladies’ Limcheon on
Tuesday, April 4, 2017, in the Fellowship Hall of the First
Baptist Church of Morgamon. The speaker will be Somya
Schweighardt, founder and president of Hope Minismes
Uganda, hitpe/orerw hopeministnyneanda. ong.

Souya will be speaking about how a praverwalk of faith |
s obedience are intertwined. She will offer (rod-stories 3 ;
from her personal experiences in following God mio the ! -
ravaged country of Uganda, Africa and carving ouf a min- e
istry to an eviled tribe called the Bataa She says, “Even _.
mﬂmﬁgmm:mﬁtuwg?mEﬂemﬁf Sy S gt
Iszaelites to cross the uncharted dried seabed of the Fed Sea, so He leads s to go
where we've never been before. God mkes us on a journey to become mighty war-
riors of God, fearlessly crossing our oam Fed Seas as we follow Hom ™
Accordmg to the website, Somyva and Bnssell have been adoption and arphan adwvo-
cates for many yvears with 15 children of their owm (3 birthed from the womb, 12
birted from the heart). Her heart is passionate about missions and shaning the gospel
messaze throngh bemg the hands and feer of Jesns, With ower half of her children
from Africa the Lord has drawmn her and Fosssl] to mtermestional missiens in Africa
With her backeround a5 an cocupstional therapist, orphen care advocste, Dianne
Disuphters leader, snd teacher of the pospel mescape Cood hes piven her passions that
nm deap and 3 heart to seTve in a special way.

After a year of praying with Fussell, God directed them onto the path fo meeting
erald Topume and his wife Barbara with Hope Minismmies TTzanda

Their answers o prayer echo the Matonal Day of Prayer and its mission fo “mobi-
lize praver in Armerica and to encourage persozal repentance and righfepsness in the
culfure ™

Toin others on May 4th at the Historic Burke County coarthonse as we call
America  “personal repentance and prayver and o intercede for America’s leaders
and its famnilies ™

Foomoée: Tickets for Mational Diay of Prayer Women's Luncheon may be par-
chiased by contacting Mancy Whalley at (B28) 413-2543 or at Catawhba River Baptist
Associaton, 1812 US Hwy 70 E, Morgamon, NC (828) 437-0137, rise|@hopemning:-

myugands org
A AL
DAY OF ﬂ

PRAVER
FUAT IR A LD G F P ILAY LR

May 4, 2017
FOR YOUR

GREAR

EHM&ES SAKES®

Hiam i, Forcned S Hiiay e

DOWNLOAD, LINK, OR SHARE OUR
2017 TROMOTIONAL VIDEOS
FEATURING AN INVITATION FROM OUR
CHAIRMAN, ANNE GRAHAM LOTZ
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The Big Ficture

I never tire of staring at macro photos. Their microscopic detail mesmerizes me,

and the shmming beauty and richness of their workmanship capures my heart.
And vet the unasked guestion beckons me. What is the biz pichure of which this
iy frapment is a part? The mswer always surprises me and I dalight in the
parsuit of if.

Sometimes we, 85 Christians, may loze sizht of the bigper pichare of God's
plan for oor lives 3z 3 whole. The beanty of Philippians 1-6 may elnde us in the
dark comers of the night when the what-ifs slither from mmder the bed snd scare
ns. We may be confised and dizoriented by grief anger or bemrayal and forget the
magnificent truth of Ephesizns 1:19

Ard what i5 the exceeding sreamess gf his power fo us-ward whe believe, ac-
cording fo the working gf his mighty power,

As a3 result, we follow our emotions, boping to find our way owt of the tuone]
and back into the light of normalcy. But the rock wall of our efforts Inoms ahead,
forcing us to realize that the selutions we songht were not within ourselves. When
presented with insurmountable problems in life, fornsing on God's master plan
calms our stomy emotions snd brings peace to the horizen of our lives. Look-
ng into the macro treasures in His Book with only 788,258 words that can be
read i 3 mere §7:10 (or less), we discover stumwing worlds of truth fecked oo
the microscopic staries. He gives the Big Picture repeatedly, but antapomists and
protagomists in His stories lose sight of it many tmes as they become blinded by
their owm agendas.

Grod told Abrahem that Sarah wonld become a Mother of Wations. He told
Mizry, the mother of Tesus, the Biz Pichare and her role in offering the Savior of
gl mamkind o the world. And Jesus Himself genitly guided Martha toward the Big
Picnure when He said that her sister Mary's fcus on Him was the better parr.

Whar is the Big Pichure spiriteally speaking?

Colossians 1:16-18 gives us the answer It says, “For by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and hat are in earth, visible and mvisthle, whether
they ba thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. all things ware cre-
ared By him, and for kim: And he is bgfore ail things, and by kim all things con-
zizt _And he iz the head qf the bady, the church: who is the besinning, the firstharn
Jrom the dead: that in all things he might have the proemimance. ™

The Big Picture is how our Lives relate to God and His plan for us. We ame cre-
ated by Him and for His pleasare according to Colossians 1:16. Our lives exist
and are maintained by Him, and our focus and allegiance belongs to the Eing of
Eingzs The Big Picture exists outside of ns and within the vast beart of God. His
Philippians 1:6 plan for us will be camied out to the tniest glorions defail, result-
ing in a thrilling macro photo of God's grace and outh, complete with the irdes-
cent orbs of wisdom and the gossamer threads of etermicy.

Philippians 1:6 Bemg confident af thiz very thing, that he which hath begun a
Eood work in you will perform it uninl the day of Jesus Chest:

The Big Pictare includes majestic biblical themes such as the following.

1. The besury and value of our lives last far bevond our earthby existence.
“holy women of old”

2. God has a plan for our lives regardless of our atimde, our fragility, and the
brevity of our days. We do not deter Hom from His focns. Looking beyond her
weaknesses, He gave Sarah Abrabam’s wife, ker long-desired babry Isaac,

3. We represent the King of Eings whose Kingdom will never end. We are
trophies of His grace.

4. We belong to a priceless throng who love the LORD, follow Him and will

5. The Big Picture is that, although we are saved our esrthly lives are in the
process of rightecusness in order fo appesr before God as His Spotless Bride.

Cmce we know the Biz Picnare, we can put on the whole ammor of God, protect-
ing every vulnerable spot in our spiritual lives. Using avery piece is crtical to our
spiritual health.

Well, have you
figured it ont yer?
The surreal gossamer
wires sitetch out m
hzmurions abandon,
spheres effortlessly
hearts. In reslity, they
are dandelions, their
thiztles drenched with
sparkling dew. Their
glorions reflection of
God gently remimds
ns that, whether we
maintain our vision of the Big Picture found in Philippians 1:§ or not, we can
always enjoy the way God creates sublime beanty out of the oy details of our
liwes!

Mariene Houk is a repular contributor fo The Blue Ridze Christian Nnes. She
ard Sid, her kusband, attend Mount Howmee Bapiist Chunch.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

How Abraham's Test and Faul's Thorn
Help Lala (and you) Pass Your Own Test

By Jemry Lewis
MeDowell Cournty

Tests. Bvery professor gives them Every student takes
them Some pass. Some fail God tests too. God tested
Abraham at the bepinning of hiz life (leave the comfons
of horme) snd af the end of his life {sacrifice the object
of vour kowe, Isaac). God tested Job with nnbelievable
irizls. Tests are inevitable.

Fenneth Matthews says God tests people in order to “reveal their chedience,
produce fear in Him resnlting in godliness, discover their authenticity and produce
their well-being." But here is the remarkable reality of God's tests: he always
zives everyibing you need to pass them. Paul wrote sbout this:

So, fo beaep me from ba-
coming concelfed because
aff the surpatIime greai-
ness of the revelaiions, a
fhormn war given mae in tha
fiesh, @ messenger gf Satan
fo karass me, fo keap me . -
JSrom becoming conceited, ff'-.‘li.... r
Thres timas I pleaded with &
the Lord abour this, that
it should leave me But ha
smid fo me, "My grace iz
syfficient for you, for my -
power 5 made perfect in wealmess. ' Thergfore, Twill boazt all the more gladly
of my weakmesses, so that the power gf Christ may rest upon me. For the zake of
Christ, then, I am contant with weakmessas, oufts, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For whan I am weak, then Tam strong. (2 Connthisns 12 7-10, ESW)

Your test is od's opporiunity to make available his perfect power. Your test
is the oppormnity to peint people to the Christ who gives you contenfroent, yes
conteniment, in the midst of weaknesszes, msulis, hardskips. persecutions and ca-
lamities. When vou'te tested, God zives you all the grace needed to pass the test
When you pass the test, He gets all the glory becanse He gave all the grace.

There iz a purpose in your westing (as Marthews noted abowve) and there is an
end result of vour testing: God is glorified. Sunday I shared in the second service
gbout Lala Seagle, retred school teacher and ardent follower of Choist. She was
recently diagnosed with ATS . After Sunday’s sermon . she emailed me and T asked
permmizsion to share. She wrote:

This is definitely the pranddaddy of all the tests I've had so far. But as yon
mentioned, (rod gives you the test you are ready for. T'1 be looking for siems that
I am passimg this fest
1. Is my faith geting stronger?
2_Am I being obedient?

3. Am I producing strong spirial muscle?

4 Do I zee God's power and am I in awe of Him?
5. Am I thankfuol in the midst of this?

G Am T able o give Him the glory and praise?

Great questions for times of great testing.

Jierry Lewis is Semior Pasfor af Grace Commnoufy Church in Marfoe
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Solution on page 14
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Nonprofit Leadership Attributes:
Speaking and Suparriﬁing

By Snsan Tarson ;
Check out our new Website o ares wakehops o nonpeofit exscutive directors
www.brcnews.com B st VI st Pty Ty
And find us on Facebook i Tharai e 13 i 00 o A ot

Mayland Convmmity Cn]le_g:e in Sproce Pine. It gqoali-

MWonprofit Managerment.
— . & . v This inmowative course allows the 5 er fo discover
Looking for a new or used [ttt i "
ence of 3 large group.  Especially designed for those working with non-profic
gun: “ (ol IEAYCR T (TR T0) o Dl oresuizetions, it covers e unique challenges and oppormuiies everyoue faces
in getting their messages heard Participants will get techniques for leaming
sbout audiences in advance in order to tailor 3 speech. They 1 also learn bhow to
develop customized openings and closings for different presentations, creste and
nze andiovisnals in a successfol way, reduce preparation time and create effective
presentstions using a proven ontline form.

Meels Mufioz brings an extensive theatre back-
eroumd to her work as a facilitator and coach She is
a seasoned director, Equity actor, and educ ator with
more than twenty vesrs' experience in professional
theaire. Meela shares with clients the proven tactics
and rechnigues of public speaking to make them more
self-confident and mmpactful Her imigue traming
coupled with her passion for coaching and develop-
ing chients allow her to creatively commumicate the
am of self-presentation to a wide array of individual
clients from non-profit advocstes, veterans, students,

diatricians, politicians, to e fimms across the
United Sumﬁhq*nnd. 'Il:rE::ess registration and e
srholarship information abowt the Public Speaking class, go to April 13 on the
1 | event calendar at waw.nonprofitpathways.orz

: The second class in April will on Friday, April 28, from 10200 am. to 2:00 poam.
i " in the MMayland Convmmity College secton af the Banmer Elk School Called
LAlMECT EBEW %}lﬂﬂﬁ “1 padership Skills for the Monprofit Supervisor.” it will be tsughr by Sally Loftis.
: Leaders at all levels will leam to supervise teams and staff, for the good of
: f 12513 5. 226 Hwy. themsalves and their organization. Topics covered will inchade basic emplovment

Spruce Pine, NC law, the budgeting process for personnel, managerial procedures for recruiment,

performance manazement, and staff ransitions, negotatng difficult and sensitve

comversations, snd finding sources of onmeing support for leaders.

(828)765-7651 Sally Loftis has worked in the field of human
resonrces fior 20 years, first in banking. then a5 2
consultant, and now as Homan Besources Director
&t Penland School of Crafts. Using her knowledps
of compensation best practices, she has served on
the board for the Fecognition Professionals Interns-
tional, formerly known as the Mational Association E
for Employes Fecognition. She has volontesred with |
the Execnive Service Corps, Par's Flace, Council fior
Children's Rights, Second 2 None and The Crossnore
Schopl. A resident of Avery Counry, Sally lives with
her family on the campuos of The Cross-
more School. Sally Laftis

The cost to sttend “Lesdsrship Skills
for the Monprofit Supervisor” is 315 for the first regpisrant and 5§10
for up to three additional remistrants from the same organization.
Lumch is inchaded. For a link to register for “Leadership Skills",
please send an email to sjanelarson@zmail com. Regmtlun]s
limited and pwmst be completed by Aprl 24,

Suzam Larzan it Directar of WNC Non-Profit Patineay.

Spruce Pine Bakersville

828-765-9678 828-688-3745

Agents- Brett Cloer
Brett Cloer Chns Johnson
LUTCF Chasity Pitman
Agency Manager
orett cloer@ncfbins.com

Real service. Real people. e sssomiest ageier e
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You're Never Too Young
By Kate Groff

It's mot too early to start thinking shout swmoner and being ot
and about n the movmtains of Western WNorth Carolina, wander-
ing the many namow roads, crossmg over and following the Toe
Fiver. And it's never too early for kids to start belping cut moms
and dads with their work, especially if they're amists and par-
ncipating in the smdio tour. The two early stars come together
duaring the TEAC Studic Tour this fune 2-3 in Mrichell and Yancey counties when
some of these kids take part.. with their parents.

Lzt tour, Grae Geci (2ge §) decided to participate in the studio tour—io halp
ot the local smimal shalter, make a fewr dollars, and have fun with her mom in the
studio. Her “mom™ is Courmey Martin, well-known ceramist in Bakersville,

At the same time, abont 5 miles away, Foby Suoounerfield (age 10, veteran tour
artist, worked in ber mom’s studio. And ber mom is Liz Summerfisld, educator,
ceramist, and long-fime tour participant.

Daming tour weekend Last December, both Grae and Foby set up their tables,
made signs, and stood and smiled at everyone who came by, Both of themn sold
ont! Foby also works in fiber, piving buyvers an even bigger choice. Those were

also!
gu.llflllnﬁed and Courtmey are Gras’s parents. He's a glass blower, she bailds
functionsl pottery. Thedr studios are separated by their solar hested honse. about
10 mimntes from Penland Schoeol of Crafis. Liz
and Scoft Summerfield, also 3 glass blower, work 'i'
at different ends of one large outbuilding with a
showroom in between.

Grae and Foby are growing up in the mountainsg
of Morth Carolina, both have attended ares related
events since before they could crawl and both kave
an appreciaton of crafi and the amoumt of fun
they have working along side their parents in their
smdios.

Continwed studies show the benefit of experi-
encing art &t @ young age. Perhaps now more than
ever—as the country becomes increasingly diverss,
the world more interconnacted. and the workplace mora
omnentad around technelosy and creanvity—arts educa-
tiom is key to such 3 system and to ensuring stodents”
sncoess in school, work, and life. And what betier way to
zet that interaction than to experience it with a parent.

The arts council has always put aris in education top
on their community agenda, and the tour has always
welcomed penerations of artists. Any artist umder 18
can participate in the tour for free provided they showr
their wrork in their parficipating parent’s studio. And it
fng younzer and younger. We can't promise Grae or
Foby will continue to “‘do™ the tour, but the outlook is promising Parhaps, they'll
inspire other young amists to breach that stodio door. Bodh will be 3 months older
in June, and we hope they baven't outgrowm their desire to fuonnel their creativity
into 2 way to leamn, help others, spend time with mom and dad, and have fon

The Toe Fiver Smdic Tour mans from Friday, Tune 2 through Sonday, Fune 4
with a3 free “meet-the-artist” reception that first night from 530 to 7-30pm at the
Sprace Pine TRAC Gallery (269 Oak Avenne). Hours of the tour are 10am to
Spm each day. An exhibition will begin May 13 at the gallery with a showcase of
partcipant work aranged geosraphically, For more information, please check the
webzite, warw. foeriveraris.org or czll E28-682-T215.

e

Roby Summnerfield

BLACKSAMITH EXHIEITION HEATS UF THE SFREUCE FINE TEAC
CAITERY

SPRUCE PIMNE, WC: On Saturday, April 1, and for the 11th year. the Toe River
Arts Coumcil opens its exhibition of blacksmith and mefal work from aroond the
coumiry. Held in conpmction with Fire On The biountain Pestival, the exhibifion
will give visitors an opporiunity to view these metal arts and crafis in a gallery
sefting and to learn more about the natonally acclaimed smiths. With seeminghy
mnmovable oot pieces to hold-in-your hand pedestal work to 3-dimensional
“how did they hang that™ wall pieces, the gallery will be filled with forged,
welded, pounded, and pinged copper, iron, steel, bronze. An always-fun free pizza
and heer reception will be held at the gallery on the eve of the Festival on Friday,
Aprl 28, from 5 to Tpm The public is mvited fo share m the evening and mest
these talented artists.

TRAC has been displaying blacksmith work for over 3 decade and recopnizing
one master acksmith each vear This year’s Master Blacksmith is Les Sauder
from Lexington, VA In his words: "Here's what [ do for a living: [ diz up iron
ore, and ransfonm it into metal by the ancient and long-forgotmen an of bloomery
smeltmg. Then I fry to forge something beawtiful ot of the iron I've made." Cmne
could say that Sander grew up with a lead foot. He began forging when he was
12, back in 1973, with an apprentceship with Lamy MMann He moved around the
world working with well knowm blacksmiths, finally plantng those fest in Lex-
mgton, VA, where be operstes Germinal Ironworks.

The pieces showeasad during the Blacksmith exhibition are of the highest aes-
bring hack o lifs the hand-made unigueness of the utlitarian items of past cent-
ries: candlesticks, andirons. tongs, skewers. All the smiths have taken a concept
and brought it to ::nm]:lm:mmﬂnm;lsr.uﬂaim

Another favorte, Seth Gould resident at Penland School of Crafts and first
place winper of last year's Blacksmith Exhibition will be demonstrating and ex-

hibiting some of his newer pieres.

Thes Anmal Blacksmith Exhibi-
tion will mn from April 1 through
ihe 29%h, ending the evening of the
Fire undm L:[mnta.mFumr:]_ For

Biver Ans Council exhibition, please |
call 828 7650520, or visit the wany.
toerverarns.ofg. Gallery hours are

Tuesday through Saturday, from
10:30am to Spm. The Fire cnthe  [o 4

MmFemﬂﬂgplmm Pyromancy: Rockbridee Bloomery Work-
that last Samrday, Aprl 29, from

shop with Lee Sander and Wood Creak
10z to dpm in doemtoem Sprace Forse
Pime Please visit worw.down-
townsprucepine. com for informstion.

The Toe Fiver Ans Council is 8 not for profit organization promoting the ams in
hitchell and Yancey Counfies, and suppored by donstions, memberships, local
government, zrants (including the Morth Caroling Ars Coundl, a division of the
Department of IMNatural and Culural Resources, a state agency), and supporters
who understand the benefit of art in our comonanity.

Kate Graff iz the Prograoms Coordingtor for the Toe River Arts Council.

urleson
Plumbingg Heating

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!

828-765-4042

burlesonplumbing com
HOSPICE HOPE Grief Support

S~ Groups Held in Multiple
Rutherford Locations for
DOING BUSINESS AS

N\ Any Adult Who Has Lost

Hospice a Loved One

Rutherfard County, NC

Offered at the Hospice Annette Cash Whitaker Center of Living,

374 Hudlow Road, Forest City
May 2,8, 16 23 at 10 am; July 5, 11, 18, 25 at 6 pm;
Sept 512,19, 26 2t 10 am, Nev 7, 14,21 28t & pm

WMicDaowell Caunty, NC

Offered at First Presbyterian Church, 79 Academy Street, Manion

May 2,9, 16 22 at 10 am; July 5,11, 18, 25 at 6 pm;
SeptS, 12,19, ¥ at 10am, Now 7, 14, 21, 28at 6 pm

Falk County, NC

Offered at LaurelHurst, 1064 West Mills Street, Columbus
May 2,9, 16 23 at & pra; July 5, 11,18, 25 at 10amm;
Sept 512 19,26 at & pm Now?, 14,21, 28 at 10am

Landrum, 5C

Offered at the Hospice House, 260 Fairwinds Road, Landrum
May 2,9, 16 23 at 10am; July 5, 11, 18, 25 at 6 pm;
Sept 5,12 19, 26 at 10.am, Mov 7, 14,21, 28 at & pm

All HOPE Support Groups are offered at no change to any adult
in the community whao has lost a loved one regardless of the
cicumstance. Please call (828) 245-0095 or (800) 218-CARE

(2273) to register for any group!

www. bremews. com
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Racism Bad, But Lawlessness Worse
By Rev. Mark H. Creech

"Prejudice, s=id Miark Twrsim, "is the ink with which
all history is written.” [1] We're certainly feeling the
import of these words with the Michsel Brown case in
Ferpuson and the Eric Gamer siteation i MNew Yok,
Riots, looting, entire city blocks burned o the sround
and abundant protests have resuled The charge
leweled by many and the justification given for the

Pacizm is ataﬁbleﬂ:mg Alveda King provides
=0 excellent definition arpuing, "Facism springs from the lie that certain bm-
man beings are less than fully boman It's 8 salf-centered falsehood that commupts
our minds info believing we are right o weat others as we would not want to be
eated.” [2]

Wherever we see racism and prejudice descrbed in the Scripmres, it's always
colored with condenmation. Whether it's the Egyptians' hatred and oppression of
the Jews, Jonah's bigomy of the MNinevitites, the JTews detesting the Samaritans,
Peter's nowillingness o share the Gospel with the Gentiles, the notion of racial
supsrionry is inconsistent with the grace of God and His conumandment o love
our neighbor as ourselves,

Certaily racist atifudes confimpe
in wvarions ways and degree Al-
thongh the Civil Fights movement
did much to improve the racial di-
vide in this coumntry, it dida't eradi-
cate the problem.

Most would concede thess points,
Bus for this author, despite the
commeon cry that the circumstances
sumrounding both Brown and Gamer
and the resulting chaes are ahout
race, there is no direct Connecrion.
Thers iz, howewer, in both cases an
shsolute connection to lawlessness,
which I snzgest iz the root of the
msfier.

In his fameous commencement ad-
dress at Harmard University in 1978,
Alexander Solzhenitsyn cautioned
us as to a desper problem facing our
couniry both then and now. Solzhenitsyn said, "Indeed sometimes the warmmes

UUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON!
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are guite explicit and concrete. The center of your democracy and of your culure
iz left without electric power for a fear hours only, and all of sudden crowds of
American citizens start loomng and cresting havoc. The smooth surface film nanst
be very thin then the social system guite unstable and unhealthy." [3]

The counsel in Solzhenitsyn's speech didn't deal with surface issues, but went
siraight fo the core. He declared it was time for citizens to think kess sbout -
man rights and more abont buman obligations. He arsned the tme had come for
cifizens to take responsibility for themselves and their oam behaviors, and that
all people, every class and race, should stop looking for the povernment to save
them. [4]

For some time Americans have felr this country was on the wrong mack. We
seem 10 be drifting firther and forther away from oo moorings. Soelzhenitsyn
spoke of this as well when be contended, *This tilt of freedom torarard evil has
come abont praduslly, but i evidently stems from a8 limanistic and benevolent
concept accordmy o which man — the master of this world — does not hear sy
evil within himealf and all the defects of life are canssd by mismided social
systems, which nnst therefore be comected ™ [5]

Granted, when there is comuption and injustice in government, law enforce-
ment, or Joy other form of authority, the problem needs to be addressed swifily
and cormected. But in contrast o those who have jumped aboard the "racist” fraim
recently and argued that special concessions need o be made for blacks becanse
of slavery, that law enforcement needs sensifivity training in dealing with minom-
ties, that people should be sympathetic with the robbing. pillazing, and urning
by roters because of acts of racizm, I cringe with sharp disagreement. It is these
contentions, I sugmest, that exacerbate the divide. not help or hesl it. These asser-
uunsd-nnu-ﬂlmghmfmstmte the effors to full egquality.

Interestingly, it appears that the people of color who achieved the greatest suc-
cess and made the most positive impact on society were not those charactenizad
by a victim mentality or 2 spirit of entitlement, bat just the opposite. Whether
we are talking abount Joe Lows, Jesse Owens, Jackie Fobinson, Maya Angelo,
Oprak Windrey, Morzan Fresman Booker T. Washington, Condoleezza Rice, Al-
len Eeyves, Allen West, Ben Carson, or Clarence Thomas, these highly mfluential
people took responsibility for their owm lives, overcame their mpoverishments,
and defied odds significantly greater than most today. They, and so many others
like them mhoophed becanse they smdied hard, were industrions, made zood
myoral decisions, and were not furned moarard but owrward — desirous not only to
meake their own circumstances better, at commmirtted to making a better world for
others too.

Milan David once wrote, "If vou hate me because [ am ignorant, T educats
myself If vou hate me bacause I am dinty, I1] clean novself . But if vou hate me
because [ am black, I can only refer you to God who made me black.” [§]

The point bere is that before we start blaming others, before we stam pointing
finzers, before we start aconsing people of racism, it may serve better to first look
within It may prove a better strategy to do as Michasl Jackson admonished in his
song, "Man in the himor:"

I'm starting with the man in the mirror
I'm asking him o change his ways
And mo message could have bean any cloarer
Ifvou went to make the world g better place
Toka a look at yourse[f, and then make a change

Puacism is am eprerions sin when committed. But grester s6ll. no matter the
race, is the sin of hirn whe will not govern himself and demands that he be seryved
rather than fo sere.

Indesd. And may (God hasten the day, as Martin Luther King, Jr. said, when
all men will not be judsed by the color of their skin but by the content of their
charactar.

Resources:

M Sweenng, Georze. How o Sohve Conficts. Chicage: Moody, 1973, Pg. 53
F2] "Racizm Quotes. " BramyJuote. Xplore, n.d Web. 12 Dec. 2014,

[3] Eemmady, D. James, and Jim Neleon. Black Character & Desting: A Nation in
Swarch qf i Soul. Gravnd Rapids, MID Zondervan, 1004 Pg 100

[4] Ibid. Pgs. 108-109
[3] Ibid. Pg. 109
[6] Doan, Elearor Liayd. Sourcebook for Speakers: Ilustrations, Quotations,

Emangs, Anecdotes, Poems, Aftenfion-getters, Sentence Sermons, Etc. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 90658 Pp 305

Rinverend D Mark Creech is Executive Director of the NC' Chrizfian dction
League. Fou may contact him af rev.markoreschi@chrisiianaciionleague org or
BIG-FET-0606

"For God so loved the world,
that le gave his only begotten
Son, that whoesoeever believeth

in him should not perish, but
have rw-‘ﬂ'ﬁrﬁ'rir'ﬂ_? life."

Jolin 3:16
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Avery County Schools
Spring in School

By Diavid Burleson
Avery Counfy

In Axvery County, we can Dever say Winter is over while
we are 501l in the month of March. With the mild JTam-
ary and February, we thought that an early Spring was
Just around the comer, bat winter has come back aroumd.
Closings and cancellations always present challsnges. As
we meef these challenges, we express our siDCeTe appre-
ciation to everyone for their patience and support as we
strive to make decisions that promote safety.

As of Friday, March 17, here iz where we are with days mizsed doe to inclem-
ent weather:

1. & days have been missed.

2. 16 bouos missed for Delays/Early Dismissals.

3. The extended instructional fme has allowed us to not mske up the 2 days we
have missed and if the additional time is contimied unfl the end of the year there
will be 2 or 3 more days that can be used to makeup time.

4 We =il have our entire Easter and Spring Bresk in place.

I knowr we are all hopeful that Spring is now here and we can ook foreard o
the warmer remperatures and the beauty we experience n Avery County during
thiz fime of the vear.

This is the tme in which we welcome our new class of kinderpartenars and
hawe the opportunity to zet to work with another proup of parents and stadents.
Asz g srhool system we are very excited to announce our scheduole for the 2017
kindergarten and Pre-K registration. The registration process is desizned to
provide necessary information for parents and to answer any questons they mmight
have.

A child is eligible for kindergaren in Morth Carolina if he'she will be {3} five
vears old on or before Anmst 31, 2014, A child is eligible for PreEindersaren in
Horth Careling if he'she will be () fonr years old on or before Angust 31, 20146
and mests the WC Pre-E puidelines for eligibility, Please contact yvour local el-
ementary school 1o put your child's name on the upcoming kindergarten or Pre-E
hists.

At kinderparen and Pre-E regisiration children and parents will explors the
classrooms, meet teachers and adnvmistrators, make new friends and enjoy a short
ride on a school os while learning ahont school bus safety. All registering chil-
dren and parents are invited to have a free lonch in the school cafeteria compli-
ments of 3 local business.

Alsp at registration, each child will have the opporhanity to receive a dental
scTeening, vision scresning and finperprinting. For children with medication
requitements or special health considerations, a school ourse will be available to
mest with parents to discuss medication or health needs.

Eindergarten Repiviration begins at §:30am at all the elementary schools on the
following dates:

= Tuesday, April 4 - Banner Elk Elementary School

= Tharsday, April § - Crossnore Elementary School

= Tuesday, Apnil 11 - Freedom Trail Elementary School

= Tuesday, Apml 25 - Newland Elementary School

= Tharsday, April 27 - Biverside Elementary School

Pre-Kindergarten Registration begins at §:30am at all the elementary schools
oa the following dates:

= April 2§ at Banmer Elk Elementary School

= April 27 af Freedom Trail Elementary Schonl

= April 28 ar Crossnore Elementary School

= hiay 1 st Newland Elementary School
= Wiay 12 at Fiverside BElementary Schbol

During the kindsrgarten registration dates at the respective schools, currently
enrollad pre-k and kindergarien students will not be attending school. This alloas
our kindergarien staff to mest with parents o welcome the class of 2029,

Items to bring to registration
= Birth certificate
= Current np-to-date Innoumization record
= Cwrrent kindergarten health assessment. Must be current within one vear
= Proof of residence
(Complete any forms that are mailed to yon by vour school principal)

Immunizration Information

Stmdents entering Avery Connty Schools for the first time st be up-to-date
with the required immunizations for Morth Carolina. For meest children, this will
be the 4-year-pld shots. Please visit wanw. immunizenc.org for a list of inoo-
nizations required for public school entry. Wote that the 30th calendar day for
2017-2018 will tentatvely be September 19, 2017; therefore, any smadent who is
umq:mdatemﬂlﬂm:eqmmdmmmmwﬂihemhﬂfdﬁnmﬂuulmm
the mommnizations are up to date or the proper exempiion statements are in place.
These are not considered fo be excnsed ahzences. (WC Immmunization Law General
Statues of WC Chapter 1304 Armicle §)

Eindergarten Health Assessment

NC Eindergarten Heslth Assecement st be completed by 3 haalth care pro-
vider on first time admission o Kindergarten in Morth Caroling. If this is not on
file by the 30th calendar dsy of school the smdent will be excluded until fhs KHA
is ouorent. Information can be fonnd at this website: httpo'wamcncdbhs govidph

weh'doc/shouwms/ EHA 1-11.pdf
Child Mutrition Services

For information on the school lunch program, free and reduced applications, or
if your child has a food allergy, refer o hitpo/wwna averyschools net) Thomaim 15,

A very special thank you to our school nurses, Toila Inpwerson, Dhawm Hicks
and Andrea Buchanan along with Anmals Vitale Fense Bammer and a wonder-
ful team of kindsrzarten teachers and teacher assistants who have developed and
refined this process.

Dipm’t hesitate to let us know if we can answer any questions or assist yon in
oy WAy

David Burieson is Superintendent of the Avery County Schools

Hunter Safety Region Competition
By Gretchen Blackbum
Avary County

Om Sanmrday, March 1Eth, the Svery FFA Hunter
Safery Teams participated in the Dismict & WCYHEST
tonrmament. {Morth Carolima Yowth Hunter Education
Skills Toumament)

Avery FFA had three teams compefing in the toums-
ment, with a tofal of 23 students. Students compete m 4
areas. Skeet, shooting 20 shots from 5 positions. Bifle, shooting 5 shots at each
position, standing, kneeling,
sitting, and prome. Archery,
shopting 5 amows from
each position at 10, 15, 20,
25 yvamds, Omienteering, giv-
ing the team 3 coordinares
and vards to pace bemwesn
each and the team uses a TR ;
compass and their own pace - - :
to find the designated end MFFA-IMWMJMMHMW
point. All smdents mkea  Suffnan, Chris Ingram, Cade Jongs, Cade Johnson,
State Hunter Safety written Brig Cuthberizon, Ashiey Poore, and Brideeite Smith
exam as well.

We would like to thank
the stadents for a great per-
formance, and the parents
for all the support and dedi-
cation. We would also like
to thank Humters Helping
Eids, Dianiel Boone Bear
Chab, and Avery Coumty
Famm Bureau for their g=n-
erous domations to support
this competition. If you are
interested in information
about this compstition o1
other activites that Avery
County FFA is immlved in,
please contact Dewayne
Erege (dewaynekrege/diav-
eryschonls net) or Gretch-
en Blackbumn {zretchen-
blackbomy@averyschoos.
nat) or call Avery High
School ar B28-733-0151.

Avery Black- Noak Gariand, Blaks Williams, Lang
Richardson, Auztin Dugger Charlie Ulery, Mirfa

Avery Red- Ariel Hornay, Ethan Laws, Note Damiels,
Daiton Carswell, Dalton Benfield, Tiler Heaton, and
Colton Boomea.

reichen Blackburn &5 an Ag. teacher af Avery High Schoeal, and works with FEA.

PHIL'S

IRE SERVICE
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

“Into the Wilderness": The Principle of
Spiritual Testing (Matthew 4:1)

By Shawn Thormas

Burke Coungy

Those of us who have children know that parenting can
be a very “up and down” experience. Cheryl & I have talked
about this 3 number of times. It's like yon never get to “sit
on your lsurels™ even when yon experience 3 wictory with
your kids, there is some new “crisis” just lurking around the
comer. Cne thime when our kids were in high school Cheryl & I kad gone with our
son David to the regional high school rack mest where be was competing in the
400-meter man. and he surprized us, and acmally FLACED at regionals as a fresh-
man! We were 50 excited, and on the way home we were just so thrilled and
talking sbout that when all of a sudden_ we zot a call from our daushter Libboy,
that our oldest som Panl had just been “let go' from his first job at a sandwich
shop because he was too meticulons at potting the sandwiches ogether. They said
he “wasn't Subway material " Afer we got that call, Cheryl & I looked st each
other and we szid something like, “Can’t we just savor one day of victory in our
kids’ lives, withowut having some crisis pop up azain?” But that is often the way it
is with kids; you go from highs to lows, over and over and over.

And we need to nnderstand that the same thing happens in our spiriual lives as
well. Every Christian gets some “spirimal highs™ where we experence God in a
fresh way, or take a special “lesp forward” in leaming and srowing in Hon — bt
we also nead to learn that the “spirimal highs™ don’t typeically last very long. Here
in Matthew 3 and 4 we see that Jesus, who modeled so much for us abont what it
mesns for 3 man to walk with God, went threngh this same thing. He went from
2 spiriteal “high™ rght inte 8 tme of testing, a5 an example for us in our spirdma]
Irwes as well.

L The “Dountaintop™ Before the Wilderness—Can you mmagme the “spitial
high™ that Jesus might have been on, immedizstely afier His baptism? Think shout
what had just happened to Him:- He had just been bapiized a meaningfnl spirieal
experience in itself Then as that happened, the Holy Spint came down upon Him
like a dowve, anointing and filling Him for mimisiry; and the veice of His Father
called down from heaven; “This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.™
I had never really thought of it before I read this passage again recently, but this
omst have been just from a boman/emational level, an amazing “spirieal high™
for Jesus.

Every Christian gets these “spirimeal highs™ Maybe it is the mifial “high™ of
vour salvation When you are saved vou realize that youn have besn poing in the
wrong direction with your life, rebelling agzinst God and His commandments.
You are comvicted of your sins, and hear that Jesus died to pay for them on the
cross. When you ask Him to forgive your sins and come into your Life as your
Lord & God, then you are saved, and the “weight™ of comviction is lified off vou;
you ko that vou are going to beaven. Evervbody doesn't “feel” the same at
conversion (and salvation is not based upon oux feelings) ut many people do
experience a kind of spirimal “high™ with their salvation.

Or maybe it is the joy of cheving Jesus in baptism. We have tlked previoushy
ghout herar there is something shout confessing JTesws publichy in baptizm that
“nails dowm™ 3 person’s salvation Mot long azo, someone who had besn baptized
told me that they falt so blessed when they came up froom the water of baptism;
that it was just a8 very emotonal spirtteslly “hizh™ moment.

But there are a mumber of other “spiritnal kighs™ in the typical Christian life as
wall:

Sometimes it comes from an inspinng worship service, where yon get “carried
away” in singing and praising the Lord

O maybe it is the “high™ of a revival experience &t a camp or spirttual retreat,
as God works in your life in a special way. Maybe it is a prayer that yon kave
praved for so long, and God answers it, and youn are 50 thankfnl o God for His

It conld be the jov yvou feel a5 yon repent of a certain sin in your life, and the
“harmer” that =in always puts between yon and God is taken down, and you feel
so pood, and 50 close the Lord.

Or mayhe it's when God pives you a graat victory in your life: sornething yon
hawe prayed for, and worked to make happen aciually comes to pass, and God
blesses you with it, snd yoo are 5o excited”

O (hod 1ses your ministry so that somepne gets saved, or you belp someone
really leamn to walk with the Lord, or to overcome a stronghold m their life, and
yon really get to “see™ the fuir of a spirimal wictory in your ministry. There is a
Zreat joy in that!

Or it could even just be the “high™ of a great personal guiet time with God, and
the special closeness He gave you with Him in worship. I remember a few months
2go, I had had the greatest worship and Bible reading time one day, and I was
oniside just walking and praying and looking up at the moon znd the stars, and I
was just so thrilled and thanked God I had just read abont 3 man who had been
searching for the real meanimg of life, and I prayved and said- “God, I thank you
that I EMNOW that- I HAVE what so many people are looking for in life; T know
You, the one e God, and You kave showed me bow to worship You and walk
with You”. If was suwch a “spirimally high™ moment

In so many fmes and so meny different ways, We can experience spirizal
“highs™ in our lives, just like Jesus did ar His baptism. And it is pot a “bad” thing
o hawve a spirieal high but we peed o always keep in mind- those “mountainiop™
experiences are good: but they don’t last forever!

II. From The “IMountinmwp™ o “The Wilderness™ It is very revealing that im-
mediately after that “spiritual high™ that Jesus experienced the very next verse
tells us: “Then Jesns was led up by the Spirit vto the wildemess to be tempied by
the dewil ™

This is S0 typical of what happens over and owver, in every Christian’s spirral
Lifie. We do not usually zet to stay on the “spiritual mountaintop™ for very long.
We are often immediately browght down from the moumtaim top info the wilder-
ness to be tested. We see this 50 many fimes in scripiure:

In Exodns 19, the Bible tells us that Moses was called op to M. Sinai to recaive
the Commandments from the Lord. And it describes how (od came down on that
mountaintop: “YHWH descended npon it in fire, and the smoke ascended like the
smoke of a fimace, and the whole mountain guaked” and Moses spoke, and God
answered him with thumder, Exodus 24 says that “To the eyes of the sons of Isrzel
the appearance of the glory of YHWH was like a consuming fire on the mountain
top” “and MMoses was on the moumtain 40 days and 40 nights.” (:18) Perhaps no
one before or since has had that kind of personal expenience with God. And yet,
God had just given Meses the tablets “written by the finger of God™ (31:18) when
the Lord told him to zo dewn, for the people have commpted themselves™ with the
Grolden Calf.

It' = like: seriously? The tablets aren’t ewven “cool” yet from the fire of the finger
of God that engraved them and the people are already mming against God, and
Mioses has a crisis he has to address. It didn’t take long for him to 2o from the
mintain to the valley.

We see this same kind of thing happen with the prophet Elijah in [ Eings 18,
Elijah had just experienced the great victory of seeimg the fire of God fall from
heaven to consume the sacrifice that he made on Mount Carmel, and all the people
of the land were crying out: “YHWH, He is God;, YHWH He is God"™ I Eings 18
ends with this great victory, and the rain that God sent in answer to Elijah’s prayer
and the next chapter opens with the wicked Quesn Jezebe] telling Elijah that he is
& dead man and -3 says “Elijah ran for his life™, and -4 savs, significandly, “he ..
went a day’s journey into the wildemess™ where he asked God to take his life.
That didn’t take longz, did it for Elijah o zo fom the “lugh’ of Bt Carmel to the
despair in the wilderness.

We zoe that pattern over and over. We e it in Jesns' life both here m Matthew
3 & 4 and also in Matthew 17, where the Bible talls us that Tesus went up on the
Mountain and He was transfipured and “becams as white as light™ and His 3 clos-
est disciples marveled at Hom. But bow typical, that as they came dowm from the
mountain, they werne immediately zreeted by 3 man who fell down before Jesus,
asking Him fo have mercy oa his son, who was demon-possessed. He said in :18,
“I brought him fo Yoor disciples, and they conld not cure him ™ And Jesus says
in ;17 *“¥ou unbelieving and perverted generation, bow long shall Tbe with you?
How long shall I put up with you? Bring him here to e ™ Azam_ the spirimaal
“hizh™ of the glory of the Mount of Transfimration didn’t Last long. and Fesns was
mmmsdiately “hit” with the problems of demon-filled people, and insffective and
powerless disciples. It was “hack to the valley™

And yet that is just 50 typical of what happens. 50 many mnes. i our own
Christian life: you do not nsually get to enjoy 3 “spirimal kgh™ for long, wwdl you
zet bronght down into “the valley™ or “the wilderness":

You get saved, and yvou're so excited, and the “weight has been lifted™ fom
yomar soul, but then you come back to “Teal Life” and zet hit with “people™ I
remember when I was 8 years ¢ld, I was baptized at the First Baptist Charch of
Harrah, Oklaboma on a Sunday might. [ went to school the next day, and I was so
excited and I told one of my classmates: “T zot baptized Last night” and she just
looked at me with the most condescendimg look on her face and said, <5077 1
hawe never felt so slapped in the face with cold nondls! Wowr _. - welcome dowm
from the moumntam o the wildemess!

Or yon get that spimimal “high™ from worship, snd Bible Stady, mnd disciple-
ship, and ministry, and Christian fellowship on Sundsy, and whst a great day it
was; a forefaste of beaven! But then on Monday moming you go back to your
corporation or factory or office, and all the coonpleiners, and those jovless souls
who just seem to s3p the life right out of you

O yon're on the “high™ of that “mountaintop™ of that revival or the youth re-
treat, but then you come homme to the same old family yon kad when yom lefi: and
your parents still get om your nerves, and your brother or sister is sll annoying,
and youn've still got yoor chores and your homework, and all the things yon'd left
behind for a while when you went to “the mountain ™

Or von get 3 major answered prayer that just makes vou sing “Hallelujsh™, or
you get 3 breakthrough in your Christian life, and you are so excited abont what
the Lord is domg in your life and then you get in 3 biz fight with your spouss. or
vou get hit with a crashing ymexpected bill, or 8 major crisis at work or as I have
sesn 5O many times in people’s lves, Satan will bring the WERONG kind of guy
or gal across your path to try to distract vou, and get vou to “ditch™ what God has
been doing m your Life.

It happens in so mamy ways. Tou go fom the “momtaintep™ to the “wilder-
ness" just &s quickly as Moses, and Elijah, and Jesws did. It is important for vou
o know that WHEM this happens o yvou (because it WILL!) you are not alone.
This happens to every Christian. Peter tells us “Beloved, do not be surprised ar the
fery ordeal among you, which comes npon you for your festing, as though some
strange thing were happening to you™ (I Peter 4:12%. This happens to every one of
ns. Bvery Christian poes through the same thing, becanse that iz what happens: we
zo from “the moumtsin top™ to the wildemes:z. Every single time.

OT The Purpose of the Wildemess--And fhic happens for 2 rezson. It was not s
“goincidence” that Fesus went from the “high™ of baptism mnfo the wildermess. In
fact, the Bible tells ns this didn't happen sccidentally; that God LED Him there
hizfthew 4:1 savs “Then Jesus was LED UP BY THE SPIRIT mio the wilder-
ness. " Jesns didn't just “wander” into the wildemsss; He didn’t just “happen™ to
zet rempred out there. Mo, the Bible specifically tells us that the Holy Spirit, who
had just descended npon Him fike a dove in the afiermath of that amazing baptism
experience, then purposefinlly LED HIN UP o the wilderness, This was part of
Grpd's plam: for Jesus to come away from the “spirtual high™ of His baptism, mbo
the wildemess of temptation and testing.

confinned on page 49
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It is very revealing that we see here in the temptations that follow n the next
verses, that the devil tried to get Jesus to doubt what God kad just told Him at
His haptism Wheat did God the Father say in 3:17 when His voice sounded from
hesven? He szid: “This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased ™ God
fold Jesus, “You are My Son, and I am totally pleased with you.™ MNow notice how
Saman begins his temptation of Fesus in the wilderness in Marthew 4:3: he said
to Him “IF Yo are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”
“IF Yiom are the Somn of God™! Jesus knew that He was God’s Son. And God had
qust TOLTY Him that He was His Son, in that amazing baptism experience. But
now Satan was testing fesns, m the very thing that God had just told Him was
mue. Jesus was tested in the wildemess, on what He had just experienced on “the

And that is what happens fo us as well. When we have had times of spirimal
zrowth on “the monntaintop™ with the Lord (whatever form that “mountaintop™
spiritzal growth takes), God then allows ns to come nto 3 moe of “wildemess",
of trial and ternptation. whers Satan will my to get us o doubt what we knew God
has told us about Himself, or what we just leamed about His wond, or our minis-

iy, or His call oo our lives. It is not 2 “fun™ thing to go through, but it is an mpor-

fant element of our spirimal growih, becauss that testng belps us to conselidate
what God has just accomplished m our lives.

It is Llike the process of sirengthening your body through lifting weights. Most
people don't lift weights every day or at least they don't lift with the same mns-
cles every day. They'll lift weights one day, and then the next day they will rest,
and let those nuscles build back up agzin, and srengthen and then the following
dayy they lift apsim. And that process of Lifting and then resting builds the musclag
and strenpthens them over time, and incorpaorates into the body the benefits of the
Exarcize.

A zimilar kind of thing happens to us spiritually. God will draw ns near to Hon,
in 2 “mountamtep” experience whether it is salvation, or baptisin, ©T 3 refreat or
revival, or even a special prayer and Bible time or an especially effective ministry
experience. But how nmich of that have we really leamed” How mnch of it il
we really retain? God “leads us up™ by His Spirit into a “wildemmess” where we
zet tested and see how much of that we really kKept. And we find out maybe we
didn’t really “keep™ all of that But hopefully we did some. MMavbe we did indead
leam something, and we did grow. But we show how nmch we really leamed, and
how much we really “kept” by how we live and act in the wildemess of testing
afterwards. So, hopefully we did indeed grow a little bit. So noar God will rake us
mto the next “mountain top™; to another lessom: to another close walk with Him
amd yes, then Hell allow us to be tested in the wildemess again after that.

5o listen- althongh it may not be pleasant to hear, T am not here to “tickle your
ears”, I am here to fell you the ttuth. And the tnrth is, Yoo WILL be tested. It I5
coming. You will WOT stay on a “spirtteal high™ forever Most of yon know that
already. Maybe you are in a spirimal “wildemess” rzht pow. And maybe you feel
like you did something wrongz: “What have I dooe o gef oryself m this ‘wilder-
ness 7 haybe you are guestioning if you were really saved, becanse vou're
thinking this wonldn't happen to youn if yon were really a Christian.

BARGAIN

Dron’t ket the epemyy mess with von like that. Every Christian experences this
“mmdulation”, this “np and down ™ Everyone has “spirimal high=" and then zoes
inio the wilderness again. It may be helpful for you to realize that this WILL hap-
pen o you; it is MOT umsual; it is most likely not your fault it's 2 normal part
of every Christian’s experience. You are being tested to see how much you just
leamed; to see how nmch of that froth you are going to really bold on to. There is
& good old saving: “Don’t doubt in the darkness what God has shown you in the
light.” Dion't doubt, in the wildemess of testing, what God clearhy told you on the
mouniaintop of the spirioeal high But you WILL be tested on it; you can coumt on
that

5o when will all these “wildemnesses™ end: when will all this testing stop? It
wion't stop untl you cross the last “river™ to get into besven The last test; the last
emenry you face is death. You will find out then, howr has your whole Christian life
prepared you for that? What have you leamed from your whiole life of walking
with God that kas prepared you for this howr? Some people show, mnformnately,
that they didn't leam pmach. {I remember years ago, watching with dismeay while
2 deacon, who was a “pillar™ of his charch, was camed away info 3 minor SUTgery
whining and crying because be was o afraid that something might happen to him
and he might die!) Orthers face that hour with confidence:; they know that just like
Grod has been with them throngh theit different wildemess experiences, He will be
with them as they cross this last river a5 wall.

But your wilderness experiences won't end vl them. As long as you live, God
will continne to bring vou through tmes of spirifeal prowth, and spirites] testing,
over and over, to fest and to consolidate what you have learmed infto your spirial
life.

Your challenge right now is: Don't be surprised whean you are bronght into the
“wildemess”. It WILL happen to you It is a law of spirimal growih. Be ready for
it; stand firm i it. Live owt what you leamed in it. Don't give up m the middle
of it. AND ... (this might be comforting to vou) know that it won't Last forever.
Femember: just as the spirtieal “high™ of the mountameop doesn't last forever,
neither does the spiritual temptation and test of the valley last forever You won't
be in “the wildemess™ forever. If you're in “the wilderness™ right now, be faithfnl,
and endure this test unfil it's ower. It can help you to et throush this ime when
vou realize that soon this test will be over, and God’s ponna have yon back up on
the mioumvtaim top again before too long!

Shoem Thomas is Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Baptist Church in Maorganton.
His messazes and devetionals are available af www. shawnerhomas_ com
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Town of Valdese

McGalliard Falls Park
ity
Burke County

The Town of Valdese is excited to announce that on the first
Sanrday of each month froon April through October, Valdese
Public Works will have the wakerwhes] at hcGalliard Falls
Park running. The public is encouraged fo mark theit calendars
for these special Saturdays.

Mc{zalliard Falls Park has been a favorite gathering place
for Valdese citizens and wisitors alike for over a cenury. The
Meyire iGrist Mill was originally bailt in 1906 to serve the
Waldensian compmmity populating the area by grinding up their
com and wheat by Fred Meyire. A large flood m 1915 obliterated the origimal
water whesl and the mill then changed to tarbine power. The WMeyire Grist il
was closad in the early 19440’z as the original owner aged and could not operate it
alone, as the community’s youns men had been called to fight in WWIL

The mill is located next o MoGalliard Falls which is a 40 foot high waterfall
with a beanty ratng of & out of 10 for Nerth Caroling waterfalls. The mill was
rebuilt when bicGalliard Falls
Park was created in 1982, Most
recently, the Meytre Grist Mill has §
served as a favorite backdrop for
family photos and a reminder of
VesieTyesr.

Miost recently, the waterwheal
was replaced in 2016 afier 2 free
damaged the previous wheel
beyond repair. The repairs and
renovations were completed with
the support of Historic Valdess Foundation, Fostan Family Foundation and dona-
ttonms from citizens, The renovations would not have been possible without the ef-
forts of Valdese Public Works Department and the services provided by the Young
CHfenders Forest Conservation Program (BRIDGE).

In sumamer of 2016, Valdese Councilman Gary Delp, his wife Phyllis, and
Friends of the Valdese Fec teamed up with Girl Scowts, Gunnar Hudson and
Rachel Watts of Troop 10645 to creste 8 Bird Sancary at the MoGalliard Falls
Park. The scouts chose to do the Bird Sancmary as their Silver Project for the
Girl Scouts, The project began by setting up a booth at the Waldensian Festival in
Valdese to sell sponsorships for the bird honses. With the momey that they made,
and with a contribution from Lowes Hardware of Morganion, they were able to
bmild and paint 30 birdhonses. In additon to the birdbouses, with plants provided
by Settlemyre Mursery, Morthwest Landscaping Inc, and the compmnity, the group
was 2ble to landscape two different areas of the park, complete with a sign read-
ing- “Every Birdy Welcome Here” to mark the enirance. The comnpleted project
was umveiled to the public on Sanrday, September 17th with the nbbon coming of
the Grist BAlL

In homor of the renovations and new additions to the park, the public is encour-
aped to bring & picwic, and spend the sffernoon enjoying the new wheel and this
bemnmfil Valdsse pem! hcGalliard Falls Park is located off of Main Stteet oo KW
Church Street.

For firther information call 828-879-2120 ar po to visitvaldess com
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Valdese, WC — January 4, 2017 — The Historc Valdese Fonndation is excited to
annmce the addition of a spong craft show, The first aromal April Crafi Market
will be held on April 8th 2017, at the Old Fock School in Valdese, and craft ven-
dor applications are currently being accepted.

The April Craft Market will festure a varisty of handmade crafiz and gifis, and
will feel very somilar to the anmual “Christmas i WNovermber Craft & Gift Show™
thart iz held in Valdess on the ssecond weekend in Novemnher.

“Te are very excited for this new event ™ mMnmssnAng;Duentafnfﬂ:e
Community A ffairs and Tour- ; ]
ism Department in Valdese. “Cur
vendors and shoppers from the
Chrismss Show in Movember
hawe been asking for us to add a
spring crafi market to our Valdese
event lineup, and this year we are
very happy to make it happen'™

The craft show will be bald at
the 01d Fock School from 3-00
am to 4200 pm with approsimstely
35 wvendors offering handmade
crafis, gifts and haked goods. The
first 250 shoppers will receive & complimentary shopping tofe. Shoppers are also
imvited fo visit the Piedmont & Western Failroad Musenm the day of the show for
an open hounse.

All proceeds from this event will go towards the Historic Valdese Foundation's
“Mowie Theater Project,” which is an ongoing project to raise fonds for projector
equipment for the Old Fock School Auditerinm. With this projector system the
auditorinm will be capable of screening free movies to the public,

For more information sbowt the April Craft Market or the Movie Theater Proj-
ect, visit wwanw towmofvaldese com or call 828-879-2124.

Morrizza dng is Director gf Commumity 4 ffafrs and Tourism

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

When You Are Weak
By Anne Graham Lotz

When have you b=en in & sitestion when yon desper-
ately needed help? Who did you tum to7 I was recently
admonished by a very well-meaning person, “Anme—
take care of yourself. Mo one else will.”

Seriously? While I understand the challenge to be
prudent sbout practical mamers, I have every confidenca
that God will take care of me a5 thongzh I was the onhy
person He had to be concermed with Becanse God is my
Help ... Tran tum to Him. And He is your Help, too.
WHEN YOU ARE WEAE
= In what way, or area of vour life, do you fae] wesk?
= List God’s promises found in Isaiah 41-10.
= Write ont each promise n your own words, INserting your nEme.
= Which promdse is most encouraging o you, and why?
= How does Good promise to hold yon up when you are weak?
= Besides upholding you, what else is associated with God’s right hand? See
Exodus 1526, Psalm 16:11; 17:7; 18:35; 44:3; 60:5; 80:13; 139:0-10; I=zaiah 48:13;
Mark 16:19; Fomans 8:34.
= What cansed Dramiel to be overcome with weakness in Danie] 10:15-177
= How was he given sirength? Fesd Daniel 10:18-19.
= What hawe you heen confromted with that has cauzed you to go weak?
= When you are wesk. whether physical. emotional mental or spiritaal would you
ask Grod to give vou His strength as you tuom to Him for help? Then open your
Eible
WHEN YOU ARE WOFREIED
= What was the psalmist worried about in Psalm 4:1-27
= How did (God help the psalmist when he turned to God? See Psalm 4:7-8.
= What was Jehoshaphat wormied about in 2 Chromicles 20:1-27
= How did be react to the alamming news, according to 2 Chromickes 20:3-137
= How did (God respond 1o Fehoshaphat's cry for help? See 2 Chromicles 20:14-30.
= In Matthew §:33-34, what did Tesus command ns to do when we are worried?
= How dioes the Apostle Paul underscore turming to Grod when we are wormed?
Ses Philippians 4:6-7.
= What is the antidote for wormry? Fead Proverbs 3:5-8.
= Whart are you worried about? Who have you fumed o7 What has been the
result?

When vou are worried, would you ask God to give you His peace as you fum to
Him for help? Then open your Bible.

WHEN YOU ARE WEARY

= When have vou experienced weariness plysically? Emotonally? Mentally?
Spirimalky?

= Whar encouragement do you receive from Isaiah 40:27-31 if vou are physically
weary?

= What enconragement do you receive from Galatians §:9-10 if you are spirinalby
weary?

= What encouragement do you receive from 2 Connthians 1:2-11 if you are emo-
donally weary?

= What enconragement do you receive from | Connthians 2:1-5, 16 if youn are
mentally weary?
= What inner resource for believers does Ephesians 1:18-21 reveal to be awvailable?

The next time yon are weary to the point of collapse. would you ask God to
Eive you His reswmection power as you hum to Him for belp? Then open vour
Eible

The writer to the Hebrews exclaimed with emphanc confidence: The Lord is
my helper .. And He is! How do I kmow He will help you? Becaunse that's who
He is. He can’t be less than Himsslf and He is our Helper. Bely on Him and expe-
rence His sirenzth when you are weak, His peace when you are worried, and His
resumection power when ¥ou are weary.

He will belp you. I know. ©2017 Anne Graham Lotz

Anme ix the daughrer gf Billy and Rurh Graham and a speaker and bible teacher
n har ansm Fight.

John Mashburn
hner
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1450 Rutherford Romd
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Graham Children’s Health Services
Celebrates 20th Anniversary With
A New Name, Logo, and Website!

By Schell McCall, Executive Director
Mitchell and Yancey Counties

Bumsville — | MC {3/16'17) — For 20 years, Graham
Children’s Health Services {GCHS) has served Mitchell
and Yancey county residents with programs and services
designed to improve the health of our compummity. Since 1997, ﬂmemuamrﬁ
and collahorstions have nclnded: Tmhﬁﬂﬂnﬂnlﬂhm;hﬂthﬂl?mm}'
Substance Abuse Tack Force, four permanent droe drop beoees, Summer Food Pro-
gram Sizzlin® Summer Series. and the renovaton'construction of many recreation
facilities (mchiding the old Bumsville Gym, Eid Mountain playground, Ray-Cort
skate park, countless walking trails and sidewalks, and recreation facilities at
Cane River Park) to name buat 3 few!

In 2015, GCHS was awarded a grant throngh WHC Nonprofit Pathways and
the Comnmmumity Foundstion of Western North Carolina that enabled the orgamiza-
tion to engage Taproot Consulting to conduct stakebolder surveys and develop a
strategic plan. Acconding to Schell McCall, Executive
Director of GCHS, “One of the findings that came as
a result of this process was the realization that, while
many comammity members are familiar with the results
of our waork, they don't necessarly realize WHO 1=
responcible for thess preat projects. Mamy of the survey
respondents said that they’d beard of Graham's, but
they didn’t know exactly what we do.” According to
Cracar Weinmeister, Board member and past Board
Chair, “When we meet people who are unfamiliar with
our work and we have to spend the first few mimntes explaining that we are WOT
from Graham County, and we are MOT a children’s health clinic. . by that fime
we've lost the opporunity to tell them who we ARE and sbout 2l of the zreat
stuff we do!™

With the moal of choosing a name that best fits the orgamizational mission,
GCHS sought and received a small grant for developing 8 new name. logo, and
website. “Char new name — Parmers Alisned Toward Health — encapsulates who
we are, what we do, and how we do it. WWe focns on comomnity health, and all of
OuT inifiatives are parmerships.” says Fon Powell, Board Chair. In order to honor
the organization’s rich history and to provide visual consistency, the new logo
incorporates the arwork desizned many years ago by Jobn Doyle for Healthy
Yancey (a program of GCHSBATH). PATH's new website, found at warw path-
wnc.org, is nser-frendly and provides 2 wealth of nformation abont PATH and

ProZrams.

O March 16, 2017, at the Bums-
ville Town Center, the staff and Board
of Pariners Alizned Toward Health
(PATH) officially umweiled their new
name and logo fo the companity, ex-
pressing deep gratimde fior the parmer-
ship and support of all of the local or-
ganizations, voluntesrs, fanders, staff,
and board members (past and present)
who have made the past 20 years of -
commumity health initiatives such a suc- P4ATH Rﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂm&ﬂrmr
cess. Ms. McCall shared. “We conldn’s e organization’s new identify
think of a better way to celebrate our
20i-year anniversary than by faking a moment to thank the many parmers whose
ideas, sapport, snd enconragement have made our work possible. We are lookng
forward with excitement to the next 20 years of serving our commmamity ™

To leam more, suppert our work or get involved as a volunteer, contact PATH
staff ar (228)682-TE00, infoumpathene.org, or visit worw. pathwne org.

Schell MoCall is Program Azsociate for Ymmcey County 4-H.
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Phi Theta Kappa Inducts
New Students

By Mickael Lavender
MeDoweall County

The Beta Zeta Lambda Chapter of Phi Theta Eappa Wadonal Honor Society
indncted 22 new members to ifs ranks in 8 ceremony beld Monday evening at
McDowell Techmical Comnmanity College. Pli Theta Fappa is one of two primary
honor socistiss which recoenize toro-vear and junior collegs stadents across the
COUMTY.

Students induncted into Phi Theta Kappa must be recommended by their aca-
demmic advizor and pmast have completed at least 12 hours of course work toward
#n associate degree with 3 grade point average of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale. Mem-
bership in the socdsty is volunmary.

Congramulations to these new members:
Dipnma L. Allisom
Autumn M. Boyles
hadizon A. Cauthen
Maggis L. Effler
Tacob M. Frye
Emily L. Hamilton
Firhsrd W. Hoghes
Thomas E. Lindley
Eatelyn M. Lowery
Deestiny F. Mader
Eoaitlin A Mathieson
Sydnoey E. McEntire
Shana M. McEinney
Millie Oroz
Louis B. Pammow
Abel E. Fivas
Agdrianna J. Shelton
Wilkiam C. Smith
Grace V. Sorord
Alexandris M. Thomas
Stacy L Walden
Lee A Wampler

Cﬁ@mqﬂiﬁmm:km_wm Rmymond Okyere-Forson, Gm‘tH-::.P‘m‘m
Nhan Newyen, Lawren Woriay and mamber Andrew Smith.

DELLINGER’S
Christian Book & Gift Shoppe
Cos=Ro9

225 Locust Avenue « Spruce P, NC 28777
Mon-Sat 3:30am-5:30pm » (B28)765-7188

The areas largest
supply of Christian
material and jewelry
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ights Community Colleges’

Event Spotl
Contributions To N.C. Northwest Prosperity Zone

By Beth Morris

WILEESBORD, MN.C. —Presidents from the six com-
onmity colleges in Morth Caroling’s Morthwest Prospenity
Zione shared details on the regions overabundance of good
paying advanced manufacturing jobs, and the challengze of
fnding people o Gl seats in comnmnity college classes
that tild a highly skilled workforce for employers. Dr. Jeff
Cox, president of Wilkes Community College, host of the
event, offered welcoming remarks and zaid that the forns
of each presemtation would be what each college is dong to
smpport advanced mannfacmring in the rerion

Catawha Valley Conmmmity College, Caldwell Convmmdaty College & Techni-
cal Institute, Mayland Comonunity College, McDowell Technical Comnmmnity
College, Western Piedmont Comonn-
nity College and Wilkes Comomnity
College (WCC) serve the dozen coun-
fies in the MNorthmrest Prospenty Zone:
Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery,

crowrd of fellow college presidants
representatives, elected leaders, cham-
ber of commerre members, sconommic
dewvelopment professionals, college
fmstees and other supporters of the
comounity colleges in the northovest
re

D Cox kicked off the celebration
by highlizhring the parmership Wilkes
Community College has developed
with GE fnnation in West Jefferson. Mayland Community ﬂaffpgpfmndw
The Customized Traiming Project the Dy John Boyd speaks during a North
college developed for GE Aviation, Caroling & Nortineast Progparity Zone
valued at §1.2 million, played a crtical mogring kighlichting commumity colleses
role in allowing GE Aviation to nearly impact on the local economy. Also pic-
double the size of their operation it muped i MCC Board of Trustee member
West Jefferson, adding over 100 well- Henry Sirest
paying jobs in Ashe County.

Trawis Ritchie, GE Aviation senior employes lnuman resources manager, spoke
abuutt]utm!mﬂﬂﬂn:ﬂmmmmpmmshmmﬂ:‘ﬂﬁﬂes Commonmity
College. According to Fifchie, the college plaved a critical role in allowing B
Awiztion to move from doing five to thirty-fonr processes m the plant and o go
from 79 employees i 2013 to 272 employess comently. Ritchie said the company
believes so strongly in this community, their workers and the parmership with
Wilkes Comnmnity College that they are imvesting 153 million to expand the
operations in West Jefferson.

D Mark Poarch, president of Caldwell Comnnmity College & Techmical
Institute (OCC&TI), s=id his college’s onzoing parmership with the Economic
Drevelopment Conumission to establish customized workforce training has been a
factor in companies deciding to locate in the college’s service area, Caldwell and
Watauga counties, and for many expansions and new business recruitment Poarch
said the college has the ability to be nimble and responsive o the diverse needs of

Deborah Murray, executive director of the Caldwrell Coumty Economic De-
velopment Commizsion, slso spoke on behalf of CCC&TI saying, “They are
0Ty parmer in recriiment. They are nry parmer in retention. They mgeniously
creste trainimg proerams and pathaays when an industry considers coming The
very first institete that was created was designed io provide Google with trained
workers. Eight years later, the college has 15 different instinutas, all developed in
response to the increasing demands for 3 gualified workforce.™

A few examples of programs created n response to loczl business and indasoy
needs include the elecirical limeman program developed through a parmership
with Duke Energy and Bloe Fidge Energies; the:phu]smr_'.rpmgmmmpalt
nership with Fairfield Chair Company; and the IT Institute in parmership with

The !ncalacnnmy i Caldweall a decade apo was donumated by furniture and
textiles. Today it inclndes plastics, packaging. pharmmacenticals and informa-
tion technology, which offer prosperous caresr opporanitiss. According to the
Caldwell EDC, from 2015 to 2014, Caldwell County’s median income increased
by 11 percent, boosting Caldwell County from 19th lowest median incomea
in the state, to a rank of 40. Caldwell alzo recently posted its best singls job
zrowth month since before 2000, when it added 695 jobs in Tammary. Since 2010,
Caldwell's unemployment rate has gone fom 17 percent down to 5.6 peroent
foday.

Furniture and textile companies like Henredon, Valdese Weavers and Direxel
once dominated Burke Counfy. home of Western Piedmont Commamity College
(WECC). Using technology advances, these indusiries have begun using new
processes that make mamifarniring less labor mtensive  Comanunity colleges are
retrmmgﬂnsungunphyees and training new employees gomg into advanced
manufactoring.

Dr Michael 5. Helmick president of WPCC, =aid his collage has established
fraining inferming and apprenticing parmerships with many local companies.

The college provides apprentices and develops traimmg modules for Continental
Teves Inc., which makes advanced suio braking svstems; mains all workers m
sdvanced mannfaciurng processes for Peds Legwear. a sock company owned by
Gildan; develops new production systems and trains workers at SAFT American,
2 manufacturer of bameries for the military; rains employess at Ekormes, 3 high-
end lesther fiormiture company, on Gerber CHIC cutters, high-speed sewing and
sdvanced modularized frame systems; trains employees in advanced robotics used
in fiberglass layup and production at Kolded Fiberglass, a company that mams-
factares large truck cabs and nomper systetns; and trains employess for Leviton,
& manufacturer of eleciical devices for bome and industry, Siegwerk, which
manufactures printing inks, and Ice River Springs, maker of proprietary and oas-
fomn botled water WPCC is also assisting Meridian Specialty Yams to conovert a
maditional yard dye house mto a stare-of-the-ant dye operatdon.

“Testemn Fiedmont is developing the next generation work. We are also es-
stackable certificates to develop workers for long-term educanional credits)” said
D Helmick. “Cnar newest advanced mamifaciiring program is mechatmonics.
Through a parmership with Burke County, Canmon Foundation and Golden TEAF
Foumdation, we are building a 7,000-sgnare-foot nilding o house the elecomon-
ics and robotics portion of the mechatromics program. The fomre of advanced
manufacturing is bright The higgest nead night now is to find ramed workers.
The industry needs conummity colleges fo provide that fraining, and I hurn, com-
onmity colleges need industry to support their programs.™

Mhayland Commumity College repoms that its two-year-old Applied EnFineer-
ing Prosram has been popular for both stedents and employers. The first three
students 1o eam an Associate in Applied Engineering degree found emplovment
or advanced within their company innmediately after pradustion. According to
Dr John Boyd president of Maylind Commanity College (MCC), one praduate
mrved from an hourhy to salared position i the desizn department at Altec. The
second praduate worked on the manufacmring floor at Alter. then received an
offer for a full-fime engmeeting technology position from another local company
upon graduation. That student opted to stay at Altec and has applied for a position
in the desizn departoeent. The third graduate mterviewed with thres local employ-
ers, Baldor Eleciric in Weaverville, Advanced Supsrabrasives im Mars Hill, and
GE Aviation in Asheville He accepied
& full-time position with fiull benefits
at GE Awistion.

“These graduates landed well-
paying jobs right out of college,” said
Bovd. “After reaching permanent sta-
s, Alter emplovess on the mannfac-
turing foor make around $15 per hoar.
Employvees in the desizn deparment
move mbe the T4, 000-545,000 per
year range. The graduate hired at GE
started making arpumd 313 per hour
with full benefits and received a de-
fined pathway to reach 330 per hour™

Bovd added that it is not nonsnal
for employers to come to the college
to soput for skillsd workers even be-
fore the smdents graduste. Mchizmis
Microwave in Bakersville offered a part-time position to second-vesr machining
students_ to become a full-dme position upon gradustion “This student chose to
fimish school before taking 2 position; however, 3 latge mumober of our other st-
dents are already emploved with indusiry parmers like BEP, Altec Inc_, Advanced
Superabrasives, Glen Faven Hickory Springs Mamafacturing, Baldor Electric,
among others,” said Boyd. “These students came to MOC to upgrade their creden-
tials in order fo advance within these companies.™

Altec recently complered an expansion which caused an immediate need for
at least 30 additional skilled workers. Altec provides an educational reimburse-
ment plan to employees; raimng of current mannfactoring employees allows the
compamy to promote from within to fill technical positions with people who are
experienced with Alec processes and who hawe already chosen to live and work
in the commanity.

BEP neads skilled CWNC machine operators. The compamy maintzins a close re-
lationcship with Mitchell High School, snd MCOC offers a Career & Collegs Prom-
ise CHC machining certificate program om the campus of Mitchell High. This
cTeates 3 direct pathway for Mitchell High students to enter the CHC Machining
program while in kigh school, proceed throngh the program at MOC, and enter the
workforce with nseful skills and familiarity with the npes of work performed by
CBIC machimist

McDiowell County is ranked third in 2.C. in the percentage of the workforce
employed by mamifacuning.

Dr John Gossett, president of McDowell Technical Compmnity College
:}ﬂﬂﬂhsmi”ﬁmmlaﬂcmedmmﬁac@gvuylmpmmum
MTCC Univerzal Advanced Mannfacmring Center has bronght together mamy
constiments from across the conney to address manufachring i AMeDowel]
County. The magic is in the collaboration.™

MiecDewell County and city governments, MTCC, MMcDowell County Schools,
private employers and public agencies are all working together to prepare the
workfiorce for jobs of the fiuture.

“Like the other comommnity colleges present here today, we are working hard m
recruit students o advanced ing programs in order to meet the de-
mands of industry,” sdded Gossett. “We are beginning early. We are working with
MicDwowell County Schools, bringing in employers to talk with smdents throuwgh-
onf K-12 to inform them of skills they need to focus on to prepars them for the
ﬁltl]]'E'.“

Magyland Commumily Coilege Board gf
Trustee member Henry Streat speaks
during @ North Caraling & Northwest
Prozperiiy Zone mesting ighlighting kow
fhe communily college impact: the local
advancad mamfacuring econong. Also
mctured s MOC President D John Baoyd.

www. bremews. com
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Mayland Community College

Dir. Eeith Mackie, executive vice president of Catawba Valley Compyanity
College, spoke about the new Alexander Coumty Acaderny located in CVOC s
Alexyander Applied Technologies Center in Taylorswille.

The Alexander Fumnitre Academy is 3 public/private parmership berween ms-
jor Alexander Coumty fornitors mamsfacturers and the college to prepare students
for dkilled positions that are i hizgh demand by some of the largest employers in
our area. The Acadenny's founding parmers are Crafomaster Fumnitare, Kincaid
Fumnitare and Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams. In the 24-week Taining, expernt
craftspeople teach a leaming rack of Sewing Operator or Upholstery Crafisman.

CWCC also offers the Manufacnoming Academy, 30 indasry-driven wainmg
Course to prepare students with necessary skills to succeed in mamifacturing, and
Apprenticeship Catawba, an excifing new parimership between local advanced
mamafaciurers, Camwhba and Alexander Coumty Schools and the college.

Monday's mesting was beld in bopor of Morth Carolina Conmmmity College
Day, which will be celsbrated statewide on March 20 With 58 colleges located
across Morth Carolina and nearty 710,000 smdents. the Morth Caroling Conunmarn-
ty College System is the third larzest mstitntion of hisher educaton in the United
States and is imternationally recognized for its programs supporting economic and
workforce development.

Berth Morris is Director qf Markettng at Mapland Commmagy College.

i Speed of Light

Research published in the Lancet, a prestigious
medical journal stated that Laser Therapy reduced
acute neck pain immediately after treatment and up
to 22 weeks after treatment with chronic (long term)
neck pain. So why choose Laser Therapy? It works,
has no side effects and the results last.

Narural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life
L. .r.'J‘ ('TJ-' # ¥ — . . .
-.i’-f{. enteil LASER THERAPY
) CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

“Sinee TOR2

‘Burke County Schools

Music Classes Study Local Legion

By Chervl M Shuffier
Burke County

The smooth, ragtime rhythms of a siing instnament is
piped thronzh the speakers in Margaret Smith's classroom.
“Can amyone guess whar insmument this is7 the Direxal
Elementary School mmsic teacher prompeed the smdents
siffing in neat rows on the foor. Eaper hands flew up in the
=ir “A guaitar” one student showtsd with assurance. “Right
& puifar” Smith acknowledzad.

I this era of Taylor Swift, Tustin Bieber and Selena Go-
mez, the music and life story of 2 womsan who died three years before they were
even bom captivated these third graders. The woman is Efta Baker (1913-2006),
the acclzximed Piedmont Blues nunsi-
cian who called Morganion home, [
and third graders throughowt Burke
County learned about her the week

purposes as it came during Black
History bonth, is abont local his-
tory, which is part of the third-grade
curriculum. and is 3 precurser to the
unveiling of the Etta Baker stame
at the City of Morzanton Municipal
Aunditorum on May 25,

In addition to this lesson on Etta
Baker, every third grader in Burke
County was given a booklet about
her, a guitar pick with her name and
vears of birth and death engraved on
it, an mwitation to attend for free,
the Mday 15 concert in her memary.
CoMMA and the Burke Arts Coun-
il were metmmmental in providing
the lessons and booklet. Jim Smith,

“Char purpose is o educate our oar-
rent generation, and generations o
come about the life of hrs. Baker ™
Baker was bom in Caldwell Coun-
ty, but grew up in Morganton, She
came from a family of msicians,
and her father put 8 guitar in her
hands when she was 3 month shy of
mrming 3 yaars old. She leamed the

w e E-‘.ﬂ‘“‘fég‘il’ﬂi”ﬂ Studenzs in Margarer Smith s music clazs
£ Wikl nly demb by Drexel Elementory School shaw off their

and forefinger, from her father who .
learned it from his fart Erta Baker booklet: giter learning abou?

Hakes sued hier e chilihsaind o ool

worked in & Morzanton factory until she was in ber late 70s. Thronghout her life,
she played her music locally for family and friends, ot didn’t oot ber first allnam
undl she was 78, 5he died at age 93, and was stll picking a guitar up wmto the end.

Charyl Shyffer iz the Public Relations Officer for the Burke Coungy Public Schoal
Swsfenr

1136 Greanwood Road
Spruce Pine, NC 2BTTT

phone: B28.765.4400
fan:: B28.765.4880
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BRIAN
In A Highly Regulated Industry

REPORT CARD

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
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Achieved A Rating
of
ZERO
Deficiencies

Covers all Aspects

of Operations
* Medical * Dietary
* Nursing * Food Preparation

* Rehabilitation * Financial

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295
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In the Nation, we’re more forgiving.

At Nationwide®, we believe drivers like you deserve

a break. That's why we offer Accident Forgiveness,
BURNSVILLE which means your rates won't go up because of an
5 Town Square accident. We put members first, because we don't

(828)682-2325 have shareholders. @

SPRUCE PINE Join the Nation® of second chances.
12300 Hwy 226 South

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND
320 Linville Street

(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADISON, ﬁ/\\

BURKE Counties (TOLL FREE %)

(866)346-4202 R E N T
o ""-'r ﬂ

L3
zgassocliates
Regina Hensley  Renee Woody  Cindy Shuford  Crystal Amold Dena Hensley Dusty Robinson  Emily Robinson

Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commercial

Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Products underwriten by Matioraide Mutual insurance Company and AfMiiated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Mot @l Malionwide afMiated companies are mutual com-
panies and not all Katiorraide members are nswred by & mutual company.

Kalionwide, the Mationwide N and Sagis, Mationwize |5 on your slge, Join the Mation and We put members st because we don't have sharenoiders are service marks
of Katlormatde Mutual Insuranca Company. © 2016 NPR-0614RC1 [11716)

Nationwide’

is on your side
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY

You'll enjoy stimulating lectures, cultural activities,
sporting events, and educational opportunities.

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE
Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 380-4108 ,
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