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Praver for the United States of America

"Almighty God; We make our earnest praver that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy protec-
tion; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience
to government; and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow citizens
of the United States at large.

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to
demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics
of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and without a humble imitation of whose example in these
things we can never hope to be a happy nation. Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen."
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David Pope, MD

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Serving athletes of all kinds, outdoor enthusiasts
and weekend warriors in Mitchell County.

(828) 766-3555

At MISSION ORTHOPEDICS, our team of experienced
specialists in orthopedic and surgical care work together to

provide patient-centered, collaborative care for patients of
western North Carolina and beyond.

We offer the latest procedures, techniques and treatments in
comprehensive care for a wide variety of orthopedic needs,
including elbow, hand, hip, knee, joint, shoulder and sports-
related injuries, including concussion.
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Church Directory
~ Altapass Baptist |
Gt Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
831 Alnpasa oy Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
P 48 Church Road 207 Finabridge Avenua 280 Chapal 51
|aapassbaptivichurch@ecvn.com| Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 26777 el
; ' . F'I'HI'II \828) 765-8101 WC’I‘I‘HC.GI’Q woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Benfield www.pinebranchbapfist.net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
v A Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Service 10:30AM :
Worship -11:00am Fotrms by Sunday School 9:45 AM
y ¥ Warship Sarvica 11:00 AM
(onductors for Christ ages &11) wsmh 1;:45-.-11 6:00AM-2:00FM Ministry - 5:30 FM
(Twan Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening = 6:30pm Our passinn ia in halp connact the Bady of e iy E s g
Wetdnasday - T-00pm 2 F w&m?mh“m Servica T:00 PM
*A Ehrist-Canterod, Bible-belleving Felowship fravesfurm our community, sizte Whare E i
Bitss Bafiwving Church™ Loving God and Loving People nation and wori! (See Jubhn 17:21) At Jeaae Creist is Lol |
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
Methodist Church e o Seventh day Pt iie Brothron
14000 Hioy, 236 Soufh M e Adventist Church
Spruce Pine. NC 28777 Eu?r.uhn;! 2187 Jamestown Road ﬁl‘m;mh%m
R WA EscomoTganion.ong Morganton, NG '
wnﬁmﬂmm Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B2B-TEE-T446 Associate Pastor Javier e . kR
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
B St At Sunday Sohool 10:00 AM. Bilbia Bndy - 930 con Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wed: Youth Meal 5:30Fh - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Waorship - 11:00 am
Chalr Wednaatay - T-00pm Mﬂtﬂwwﬂ'!ﬂn ‘Vegetarian Buffet affer church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Hg{'i“ Qhﬁh Brany CIosk Bayies Banner Elk Bakersville United
ko NG 783 Ol NG 226 Hwy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
! Spruoe Pine, NC 456 Collage Dr. 1198 8. Mitchell Avenus
8284371212 B28-7854620 Barner Bk, NC Bakersville, NC 28705
m.wmﬂ
Pastors: Senior Pastor {328) BE3-6540 B28-765-8015
Timathy Forne & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
5 Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am Rav. Gans Lanier
nday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 3:40 am
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| A Open Stap Meeting - Mon, 7 pm Marning Worship 10:00 AM
L o HWMIF T-D0pm wwm-ﬂh}m
i Through Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! meay know Christ" Engish Ciasses - Tuss, & Thas, 6 - 9 "Come grow with us”
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Gl Baptist Church Baptist Church SB Baptist Church
Plamiros, NC 20664 E?MTHM 222 Wes! Burnsvills Church Rd, 4668 Burkemont Rd.
www.plumirescharch.som mwz . cmn: : Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
e (B28)-662-3900 . 284372387
R o Reverend Bruce Cannon “';:m vh"'rt"m' N
Sy Echoul 5045 om Sunday School: 8245 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
PR e Homing Servie: 1030 a.m.
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Senvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Homirgy Sewrutcais S iy o e oy, B30 o E'h'!l*iﬂ Mp B:45 PM mﬂm Servica E:Erﬂp.m = )
Sy S0 Vommchd o s, Bt | cheint o Wadnesday Worship 7230 PM Chereh visior: To BRSom passotm 9.' 5 ndj Emunlp
et ppeinted you b g el b ul—trd hat lelowars and werants of Juss Crist 45am - Sunday
‘il i Thon e Fathrwil givs yourmhatover you “For God so loved the world, he ‘s minisbaring o the spirfieat and 11:00am - Warship
b sy, gave his only Son.." VUSRS of oo Chvarelh ! L B:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summi Siroel Spnice Pine, NG 28777 2007d US Hwy 70 E {B28}- 6758284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mmw-muﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gillesp
FﬂnﬁP;ﬂﬂ“ad 1:00- mup 5/5% and 1190 am SaEs B 1000w Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabbath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ"ﬁﬁl
Knowing God, Sesing God, Senving e Prodl: 7:00pm rol hﬂrnﬁi!tzllhmm'
God, Submitting fo Goal MMM ot/ Pasim 37:23
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. Thiz vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at this hﬂp artant outreach F‘ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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Lana's Lines

Oh, Say Can You See?
By Lana Ellis
Tmnessee

For twenry-five exhansting hours Balfimore's Fore
MicHenry was bombarded by the prestest nawval power
in the world. About eight miles away a thirty-five year
old lawver boarded an enemy ship to negotiste the
raleaze of his friend who had been taken prisoner Even
after a successfinl relesse negotiation had been reached
the two men could not lesve the ship due to the intensa ¥
raging battle. After a restless night amid the noize of |
wiar they noticed the silence. Pesring ancdiously through
the smvoke filled air they beheld a beautifol welcomed sight - the American flag
was still flying It was the of September 14, 1814 and the British had
refreated in the midst of the War of 1812, Fealinng the mmportance of that day the
young lawyer, Francis Scott Key, penned the guestion, “Oh, say, can yon see by
the dawn's early hight what so ;m:mdljrwe hailed at the twilighi's last glesming;
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, throngh the perilows fight, Oer the ranparts
we watched weare so gallantly 5|:rumi.11g."ﬂ5he contimmed to write four verses
emerged to become what is knoam as America’s Mational Anthem “The Star
Spangzled Banner™.

Today s I write it"s Tume 14 — Flag Day, a day sef aside to show honor and
respect to the stars and sitpes
oyt of the flag of the United States

N gt of America. Tt is also on this
et #E e o it il day in 2017 that a diserumtled
a3 1 o el g g N B man opened fire on a group of
e A i Al o B United States Representatives
: and police officers. Five were
g injured inclnding Rep. Scalise
. who arrived at the hospiral in
crifical condition. MMany wars
y SR : have been fought since the
TR e o i el e o of s iee ¢ | inCeption of the United States
of America but the worst formm
of war is one within — Brother
against Brother, Meighbor
against Neighbor, Citzen
against Cidizen We can only
pray that we will never have
to experience another Civil
War After all there iz nothing
o e | il about war.

e e g In 1258 Abraham [incoln de-
£ e @ e e = Tivpred 8 gpesch noted for the
phrase “s house divided azzinst
Copy of Original Star Spangied Banner by itself cannot stand ™ He most
Francis Scoft Kay. likely was aware of the words
of Fesus who said, "Any Hngdom divided agamst isell iz Jaid wasie; and any city
or house divided agaimst itself will not stand. ' Marhew 12:25. (MMASH) In light
of thar let’s take a look at the lesser known fourth verse of the Star Spangzled Ban-

ner written by Francis Scott Eey.

i e A e - oA < “ we

i h‘.:.!. P ) N i
’ L o ":_l Fr i i A e :
"?"""_"— R e bl il
e R it T o
B X S A ol o

O, thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Borween thair loved home and the war's deselation!
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n-rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved uz a nafion!
Then conguer We must, When our canse It 15 just,

And thiz be our mofte: "In God &= our trust™
And the star-spangled banner in friumph shall wave
O'ar the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Lana Eilis rezides in Kingzpori TN, next door to grandckildren. Church is Wast
Colonial Hillz Baptist Chumch.

Faet Street .Fdrh..- il J::r_ BCIO5S

sample Day Trip

Tour the Waldensian ¥
Lunch & D
Tour th

idensian hw |t-3r-,:—_- Winery

ALDESE

townofvaldese.com 888-VALDESE

Upcoming Events in Valdese

'-.-'a rdese Farmers Market

om Fire Department

Family Friday Nightq Summer Concert Series

sht May-5eptember - V

Every Frid 3'1."
. .:Jn:' Wells Fargo P

Independence Day Celebration- June 30, 2017
Li r"'.'l"l.';l-l_.. amusement rides for all age:
Live Music By Jim Quick &
42nd Annuai Waldensian Festival
'II ||
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Loss of Loved Ones

By Carolyn Dotts
Mitchell County

At spmoe podng in our lives, loss of a loved one will oc-
cur. Some peppls experiencs this loss as children while
others. as adults, lose someone dear to them . Bepardless
of the age the result is the sarme-prief and sorrow. T have
experienced loss both in childhood and as an adult: my
hiological father died when I was 12, then my grandmother when [ was in my ear-
by 20, and the most sigrificant loss ecourred nearly 10 years ago when I lost my
tmskand in a ragic car accident. Since then I have lost both oy stepfather in 2010
and my owmn mother just last Thanksziving. I guess I can say that I am now famdl-
tar with loss and the journey throagh grief. Untl the loss of oy bushand, however,
I hkad no idea how to handle grief and bow it has affected my entirs being.

Grief is not a subject that is easily discussed or even acknowledged by many,
bt it is & significant part of living. Unfil the loss of ooy bushand, T shied aaay
from the topic and aveided funerals. What was I to say to those in grief? T felt 1
had nothing to offer. T didn't understand.

Hoewer, when oy own home was flonded with people who cared, bringing
food and Aowers, kind words with hurs, snd even jost sitting with me in silence. T
began to understand. When [ stood in line &t the Celebraton of Life service for 3
hours gresting people, some of whom I didn't even know, ooy beart overwhelmed
with the love bamg expressed, [ understood more. In the days following, the flood
of cards, calls and compassion eased me into this joumey of grief.

As fime passed, bowever, the time and attention others offered began to showly
bessen. Mow what was I to do? [ gradually realized that this was oy journey and
mine slone. no one could fravel that road for me snd the only one raveling it with
me, was the Lord. I tumed o Him through prayer and reading His Word. I was
oyving o find my way on this bewildering path of zrief Iwas searching for help.
Iread soything that was recommended to me on the topic of zrief and thronzh
this search I discovered a little-known resource called GrisfShars. WVisiting the
website, I found daily encouraging emails, a library of articles to read, snd books
to purchase, but the most valuable offering was the GriefShare support group. It
consisted of 3 13-week cycle of meetings, held in lecations acress the country,
hosted by bocal churches. These meetings were listed oo the website, bat 3 search
revealed that the closest ones were either in BEoone or Asheville. Mow what? At
that time, I was sill teaching finll tme in Mitchell County, and my tme to Tavel
and participate was limited by my work schedule Evenmally, though, I was able
to locate 3 meenng oo 8 Sunday afterneon in Boone. I decided to be brave and
arend.

The first session met a beartfelt need. as I realized that there were other people
on this same jonmey, farther along the path than myself, who were sbls fo share

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E,

Phone: (828) 765-7312

Fax: (828) 765-7295

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

Next to Brad Reagan Park

what they had already learned. I

gsked 3 foend who had slso lost

her bushand a year ago, fo join

me in the remaining sessions, and

by sessipn 12, we both knew this |
was what was needed m Mirchell
Coumty. I enlisted the aid of a w
couple, a retired pastor and his
wife, who assumed the position of
facilitators, until I kad reached a
stage in my own bealing where I
could help lead

That was nearly 10 years ago
in 2008, Simce then GriefShare of
Mirtchell County has been offer-
ing both a fall and spring 13-week
cycle of sessions GriefShare is a
non-denominstional Bible-based,
Christ-centered support group. It
is currently held st Western Caroling Chaurch on Thursday evenings at §:00pm.
The spring cycle just ended and the fall cycle is scheduled to bagin in Angmst.
Mestings are structured using professionally rendered videos using well known
Christian grief counselors, as well as lay persons, to address topics related o
this Life experience. The videos are followed by discussion. While discussion is
encouraged no one is required to participate. Silence and listeming is welcome.

A workbook is used to take notes during the video and offers daily devotons and
artickes to read during the week. Many participants opt to attend through several
cycles to catch up on missed sessions or simply repeat the session There is no
it o the number of fimes you can attend. Anpther advantage is each session
is self-contained, so you can view them in amy order withont missing valnable
mformation Ohver the years of holding the cycles, T have watched the healing of
the broken hearted, s well as precious friendships develop throngh this sharsd
ENpEriEnce.

GriefShare is pot well-known in the coumty, in spite of having been available
simce 20108. I plan to use the next several months to better acquamt the commumity
with this mmch-needed bat not well sitended respurce. I hope to answer oy ques-
tioms and belp those on this journey of goef to lay aside any fears they may have,
o join us in our next cycle. If you have questions or wonld like more mformation,
please contact me af Westemn Carplina Chuoch, §28-T85-4633.

Carohm Dotts makes har home in Ladear and iz a teacher of Exceptional Children
at Greanles Primary School. She is a widow with o sens and fve grandchildran.
She is a membar of Western Caroling Church in Spruce Pine.

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

* Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

* Occupational Therapy In-House

* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour
I 7 Days a Week

* Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

* Call us for Reservation Program

Call to thﬂl'fufﬂ a Tﬂur
or Stop By Today!

wwrw bicnews.com
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Our Nation's Godly

& Christian Heritage
By Preacher Chriz Rathbone
Mitchell Cownty

Listening to how many people talk today, one would
e led to believe that our nation was founded by a bunch
of atheists. They want us to think that our foonding fa-
thers wanted God, The Holy Bible, and Jesus completaly
left cut of the public and polidcal square. They want us
io believe that thess men had no moral basis or compass
on which they foumded this prest nation known as the
United States of America. They attemipt to justify certain “rights" or “equality™
by stating that our founding fathers wanted the citizens of our nation to basically
shun amy moral gridsnce given to us in the Bibls and have the right to live any
way one would choose. I bag to differ folks. [ am a Christian I am a preacher, and
I am an American. I believe that many of our founding fathers looked to Almighiy
Grod and their faith in Jesus as the moral foundation in which they established our
coumiry. This month I wonld like fo share with you some quotes from a few of our
founding fathers and let vou decide for yourself what these men believed and the
desire they had for our nation to be tailt on a Christian foundation.

Johm Adams: SIGHER OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDERNCE;
TUDHGE; DIPLOMAT; OME OF TWO SIGHERS OF THE BILL OF BIGHTS,
SECOND PEESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. “The geners] principles on
which the fathers achieved independence were the meneral principles of Christian-
ity Twill avow that T then believed and noar believe, that those seneral principles
of Christianity are a5 etemal and imnmtable as the existence and atmbutes of
God ™

Samuel Huntington: SIGHEF. OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEM-
DENCE; FRESIDENT OF CONGEESS; IWDGE, GOVERNOE OF COMNNECT-
ICUT. “It becomes a people publicly to acknowiedze the over-mling hand of
Drivine Providence and their dependence upon the Supreme Being as their Creator
o s:mpl:utedmprdnnﬂmtwe may obtain forgiveness through the merits and
mediztion of our Lord and Savior Fesus Christ.™

Thomas Jefferson: SIGHEFR. OF THE DECLABATION OF INDEFEM-
DENCE; DIFLOMAT, GOVERNOR OF VIRGIMNLA: SECEETARY OF STATE;
THIED FRESIDENT OF THE URNITED STATES.

"The docirines of Jesus are simple, and tend all to the happisess of man.

The practice of morality being necessaty for the well being of society, He [God]
has taken care to impress its precepts so indelibly on our bearts that they shall
not be effaced by the subtleties of our brain. We all azree in the obligation of the
moral principles of Tesus and nowhere will they be found delivered in greater
purity than in His discoarses.

I am a Christian in the only sense in which He wished amyone to be: sincepsly
attached to His docimines in preference to all others.

I am a real Christian — that is to say, a disciple of the docirines of Jesus Chnst."
James Madizen: SIGHER OF THE CONSTITUTION; AUTHOR OF THE
FEDERALIST PAPERS; FEAMER OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS; SECEETARY

OF S5TATE; FOURTH FEESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

"A waichful eye must be kept on curselves lest, while we are building ideal
momaments of rencem and bliss here, we neglect fo kive our names enrclled n
the Avmals of Heaven.

I have sometimes thouwght there could not be 2 stronger testimony in favoer of
relirion or against temporal enjoyments, even the most rational and manly, than
for men who oocupy the most bonorable and zainful depariments and [who] are
rising in reputation and wealth, poblicly to declare their nnsatisfacioriness by be-
coming fervent advocates in the canse of Christ; and I wish vou may zive in your
evidence in this way."

Patriclk Henry: BEVOLUTIONARY GENERAL; LEGISLATOR:; “THE
WOICE OF LIBERTY™; RATIFIEFR. OF THE 1I. 5. CONSTITUTION; GOVEE.--
HNOER OF VIRGINIA.

"Being a Christian. . is a character which I prize far above all this world has or
can boast.

The Bible_.. is 3 book worth more than all the other books that were ever
printed.

Fightemismess alone can exalt America a5 3 nation. Whoever thow art, remem-
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ber this; snd in thy sphere practice wirtwe thyself, and encourage it in others.
The great pillars of all povernment and of social life [are] virtwe, morality, and
religion. This is the srmor, mry friend and this alone, that renders ns imincible.
This iz all the inheritance I can give to nry dear family. The religion of Christ can
give them one which will msake them rich indead ™

Pretty good words from men who some apparently believe were non-believers!
T will be the first to acknowledge that not all of our founding fathers were neces-
sarily Chrisoans, bt most all of them recognized the Biblical and moral founda-
tion that our conniry needed to be built oo, Many mey simply choose o iznore
our coumiry's heritage or even choose o walk away fom it, but there is oo deny-
ing that onr founding fathers wanted this naton tailt on Biblical and Christian
principals. We as cifizens, a5 community leaders, as political leaders, etc, are only
fooling ourselves if we Ems:keﬂndmdmm:l fruths miven to us m the Holy Bible
=nd think that sormehowr, we will not suffer the consequences. As we celebrate ounr
Mation's Independence ket us recognize that it is God who has blessed America.
Latns also pray for our natdon, for we have strayed far sway from the moral
foumdatons that our foumding fathers gave us. May God have mercy and may He
confinus to bless our nation as hopeflly one dsy we will strive to retumm to Him!

Proverbs 14:34 Rishteoumness exalieth a nafion, but zin & a reproack fo any
peapile.

Preacher Chriz Rathbone serves az Pastor ar Mine Creek Bapiist Church.
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Jamie Miller, CPA

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road 2301 Rutherford Roag
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752

phone: 828.765.4400 phone: 828.652.6777
£ fax: B28.765.4860 fax: 828.652.8755
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221 Locust Street « Spruce Pine, NC
828-520-1738 | Monday-Saturday 9:20am-6:20pm
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Celebrate Recovery
How Opioid Crisis Affects Our Health Care
Blake Fagan and Miriam Schwarz, Guest colummists

This is the third article in a series addressing the opicid crisis we are facing in
Western Morth Carplina. The first amicle defined the problem. There are oo mesmy
opioids being mizpsed, the drugs can be addictive, and addicion (inchnding to
beroin) can lead to overdose and even death

The second arficle described the commumity response inclnding what is being
done throngh the Mitchell Yancey Substance Abuse Task Force, which is nnder
the nmbrella of PATH Parmers Aligned Toward Health the new name for Gra-
ham Children’s Haalth Services.

In Buncombe County, in January and Febmaary alone, first responders went to
150 overdose calls — more than all of the overdose calls in 2015, Sadhy, 20 of the
overdose viciims could not be saved, they died.

This article is o inform the public of tao things. First, your prowider- your phy-
siciam, or other healthcare provider, may be freating temporary or short-term (also
called “acnee™) pain differently than in the past. Second, you as the patent have
the rzht to ask for information and get answers to the questions you kave about
the reamment prescribed to vou

* Pain treatment will ook different now. Doctors, dentists, marses, phyrsician
mssistants, podiatrists and pharmacists in Western Morth Caroling are womed
shout the misnze of pain medicine. WHNIC sees too many deaths from the misnse
of prescription pain medicine. That is why your provider or health care team may
now be falking with you sbout a plan to trest your pain safely if and when you
have acute pain.

They may talk to you about your pain level, any history of dmg abase by you or
family members and ways o reat your pain without prescription pain medicine,
or they may prescribe pain medicines you can take that are not addictive. You may
hear more abowut acetaminophen and fuprofen.

It may surprise vou that these over-the-counter pain medicines have the best
evidence for treating acute pain. One 300me tablet of acetaminophen and one
200mz tsblet of ibuprofen taken together up to four times a day with food and
water has the best evidence for treating acute pain.

Ome worrisome statistic is that if a person high school age and under takes just
one week of a prescription pain medication swch as hydrocodone or oxycodone,
they have a significantly increased chance of developing a drug addiction doring
their lifetime

If your provider deems it necessary fo give you an opioid prescription pain
medication for acute pain, you may only receive three days of this pain medica-
tion and definitely mot more than seven days. Your provider is following the new
Centers for Disease Control gnidelines for managing acute pam.

* Talk with your provider about your paim reanment plan. We encourage you o
have a cooversation with your provider if vou are given an opiodd prescription
Ask questions. such as: What are the side effects of this optoid medicanon? Will
this opioid medication inferact with swy of vy other medications I am taking?

Dip I hawve to finish this whole prescription? Or if my pain is under control, can I
stop takimp this medication? When can T switch to acetamimophen and ibuprofen
to conirol my pain?

How do I safely store my prescription pain medicine 5o other people cannot
tzke it? How do I safely throw away pain medicine that I do not nse (5o that it
does not gt info the hands of others ... like my son'daughter or granddanghier’
erandson or their friends)?

The next time you wisit the doctor, you may encounter these changes in how we
halp von with pain management, Flease ask questions. We care about your well-
being and will work with you to treat your pain safely.

Dir E. Biake Fagan iz a fumily plyzician and the chigl education gfficer ar the
Mountain Area Health Educaron Center (makec.nat). He recenved his medical de-
gres from Fmderbilt Unnaarsiiy and o a groduate gf MAHEC S Family Medicing
Razidency Program in Asheville. He is a Western Caroling Medical Sociaty board
mamibar Miriam Schwarz, MP4, i1 the execuinoe director for the Weztern Caroling
Medical Seciefy Arzociation and Foundation.

Jim Haaga has supplied the local information. He iz an Emergency Room doctor
ar Blue Ridee Medical Center:
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Life Lessons

Freedom
By Doug Harrell

When we think of freedom we think of many different
things. Aswe approach July 4th we think of Indepen-
dence Day, fireworks, parades, picnics and famdly fun.
We think abont being Americans. being able to be “One
Hation Under God, Indivisible, With Freedom for ANl
Have you ever really stopped and thought abont wiat
really brings us freadom? What kind of fFeedom do you
valus most?

Asg g child how much freedom were vou allowed and how mouch shonld you be
allowed. Proverbs 2915 The rod and reprogf give wisdom, but a child Igft fo him-
self bringeth his mother to shame. It is important that we be guided and trained
as a child, and not be allowed complete freedom, yet there needs o be freedmm
for the child to grow and mature as well Finding that line, and admonishing with
lowve and guidance is the most imporfant thing a parent can do to let that child
hawve freedom a5 an sdult

As Americans, we shonld onderstand that this country was foumded becase of
people searching for religious freedom. Many of onr modemn denominations came
ont of the fact that m many places there was a state religion that was mandatsd
and all were expected to belong to tuat and worship as the stats required. Here in
America, we have had the freedom to belong to whatever relizion we chose, but
the nation was vastly Christian, with many different depominations. Today, the
muost eroded freedoms in our nation are those of a Christizn nanoe. It is umac-
cepiable or not allowed fo even camy a Bible into many school rooms for your
personal use. Clothing thart has 3 Christan message canmot be worn for fear of
offending somecne elze. MMany schools are ot allowing a student that is speak-
ing in a school graduation event or others to menton the name of Jesus, or to
give od the glory, becanse it might offend someons. We are losing our righis to
be a Christan openly, we must hide that from society or we will be shamed and
shimned. Tf we own 2 busimess that serves the poblic, we nmst do things that zo
apainst our Christizn beliefs or we stand the risk of being sued. Tust tnday, as
Iorite thiz, the Supreme Conrt has decided to hear a case of 2 lawswit by 3 gay
couple against & baker becanse he wonld not create a special wedding cake for
them Freedom of speech snd expression as guaranteed by our 15t Amendment is
routinely denied in situations mvolving Christian thought and practices.

If our coumtry is going to contimie to offer the freedoms we have growm up
with, we need to conmnually pray for our leaders, that they may seek God's will
and direction 2= they make decisions that will effect our counry for years to
come. We have been blessed because we were not afraid to be “Ope MNaton,
Under God”. Cur countoy is strugeling today in S0 many ways thar were not even
thought of years azo. The dmg addiction simestion is unbelievable today with of
58,000 deaths this past year as a result of overdpzes. The mumber of children bom
to unwed mothers and the muwber of abortions is imbahevabla. We are sowing
what we reap, there is slways 3 price to be paid when we depart from the teach-
ings of Christ.

The only fresdom we really have comes from the Blood of Christ, shed on the
cross for each ofus. As we go mfo this Faly 4th we peed o be in constant prayer
for our coumdry, ourselves, our pablic servants, our pastors, our famulies and all
our leaders. I Chronicles T-14 Jf Ay people, wiho are called by My name, shall
humble themsaivas and pray and seek My firce and furn_from their wicked ways,
rhen Jwill hear from haaven and will forgtve their sin and will heal their land,
WILLYOU PRAYT

Dour Harrell iz a ijfe-long rezident gf Mitchell Coungy, Owner of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Bapiist Church and Publisher of the Blue
Ridge Christian Newz.

Pray for Our Country,
Our Leaders and Our
Christian Values!

235 Locyst Avenue = Spnce Ping, NC 28777
Mor-5al 8:30am-5:30pm - {B28]765-7 158

DELLINGER'S

Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

For the estranged, it's never too late to retwrn hoome

Q1 I never got along wery well with my parents, and when
I rebelled and left home I thought I was fimally free. Well,
I've done everything I ever wanted to do, but now I'm
miserable and almost broke. I ought to go home, bt T cam’t
bring royeelf to do it I don't know wihy I'm writing, but T
sness you conld pray for me. — Z.H.

A:T'm sure many who read this will be prayving that God
will give you the courage to fum your back on the way
you've been living, and mrm imstead to Christ and His will for your life.

Have you ever heard of Jesus® parable of the prodigal son? (You can find it in
the Bible, m Luke 15:11-32.) In it Jesus tells about 8 voung man who was very
simuilar to you. He wanted to be free, and after he left hooe he indnlzed in every
pleasure he could magime But then be ran out of money, iz “foends™ abandoned
him_ and the only job he could find was feading pigs.

Fimalky, he realized how wrone he'd been and he decided to retom home —
although he was afraid his family wouldn't want him. But 25 he neared home his
father ran out to welcome him home. May this be your experience.

Why did Jesus tell this parable? Cne reason was to wam ns about Satan’s false
promises. But the main reason was o teach ns about God's love for us. Listen:
God loves you, and He doesn't want you to wreck your life. Confess your sins to
Him and ask Christ to forgive you and come mto your Life. Then ask Him to give
you the courage to return bome. The Bible says, “Jf the Son sefs you fhae, you will
be froe indeed ™ (John 8:34).

When Jesos iz at the door, vou'd be wize to invite Him in

Q) T hoar preachers say that we need to scoept Jesus, but T'm not sare T understand
what that mesns. I"d like to be sure that I'm a Christan but I dom’t knoar if T re-
ally am — Mrs. TE.

A:T'm thankful you want o be sure that you are oty a8 Chrstian Afier all, could
smyvihing be more mnportant — both for your life rght now and for eternity? The
Bible warns, "How shall we escape [fwe [grome so great @ sahation” ™ (Hebrews
23

Lat me use a simple illnstration to help you nunderstand what it means to accept
Jezus. Suppose someone came to your door and rang the ball. What would you
do? One possibility, of course, would be to ignore it, telling vourself that you were
toid busy o be bothered But the other possibility wonld be to go to the door amnd
find cut who it was and what they wanted And if it were a friend. you'd probabhy
take the next step; vou'd imvite them to conwe in

The same is triee with Fesns. He wants to come info our lives, o clean out the
things that shouldn’t be there and replace them with His love and presence. Buat
what will we do? Like that visitor ninging our doorbell, we can ignere Him, or we
can leave Him standing on the porch — or we can imvite Him fo come into our
hearts and lives.

And that's what I hope yvou will do — and vou can, by a simple prayer of faith.
Why not invite Him inpo your life today? Fesns' words are for you: "Here Jam!' J
stamd at the door and nock [ anyone hears my voice and opens the doowr, Twill
come in and eaf with that parson, and they with me ™ (Fevelaton 3:20).

CH X X
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CHURCH
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We are the authorized representatives for Southern Mutual
Church in this area.

Let's talk about the advantages of doing business with SMCI.

Rates are guaranteed for 3 years. Serving Churches since 1928,

A-Rated BY AM Best. 24 hour Claim Service. Dedicated Staff.

Plans tailored to your spedfic needs. Loss Control Services.
Savings, Service and Security.

POB 909 Valdese, NC 28690 BOO B92 0944 www farrisins.com

Ask for Melissa Price, our Church Insurance Agent.

“Dur Family Serving Your Family™

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC

o NeedaRide to
Medical Appointment

“% If you need transportation to a medical appoint-

ment in-county, out of county, early morning,

for a procedure, call us for affordable, clean,
safe, reliable & caring transportation.

We treat you like family.

Mltche]l County
Residents Call
688-4715

In the Eyes of a Child
By Marlene Houk
Burke County

Ephesians 5.1 Be yw thergfore followers gf God, az
dear children,

“Thumder fleated alone m the shimmering bhae sky.
Below him rolled the sea, splashing against the shore
of a small foam at the bottom of 8 mountain. To him, it
felt like he had been in the same spot forever “Twish I
Enew what I was supposed to do up here " Thander nnamblsd ™

Grpd miade us to enjory and grow throush the stories scatered extravaganthy
thronghont His Word. Jesus Himself used stories and parables in His ministry
on earth = powerfol leaming hooks npon which He lning many tmiths. Abstract
tmaths attach themsehes to our bearis and minds throngh colorful stories dhat
range from the bizame to the poipnant. Children and adults alike easily iden-
tify with stories, compelled o listen to The End. Even at the school where my
daughter teaches, the principal reads a story to the graduating 5th grade class. She
conweys her meszage o them as her voice creates the world in which the story
WS WIiTten.

God created us with a lowve for stories

and then filled His Word with action-
| packed adventures that chromicle His
messazes to ws. Hard truths are aasier to
| swallowr when they are blended with the
¥ | drams and dismacton of a rveling story.
the bresthtsking action and strange at-
(| titndes of characters God has included in
|| His Scripmares. He is the Master Story-
| teller, and that belps us to understand the
memendous maths He offers.

I talked with Christy Lowman, the
anthor of Thumder’s Big Purpose (quoted
showe) to discover the “behind-the-srenas™ facets of creating a children’s story
ook with a Christian worldview: She hkas written since seventh grade and
recently confribmied to Guideposts and Tyndale’s collection of Christian stories.
Mow, a homeschooling mom of two young boys, she nnderstands the Importance
of stories in the development of a child’s spiritaal understanding,

Mde; Christy, how do you develop a story for children™

Christy: I pray sbout the ideas. Sometimes they come to me during Bible time
experiences. A Pig for Jonah was based
on my o0 praying for a pet pig. The book
tells howr iz prayer was answered in an
ummsual way that imvolved three dogs, a
porch and a boy's eamest prayer. [also like
o write shout people’s conumon smzzles
such as, Fellyfish who wears glasses and
feals the bront of his friends’ mocking.

bde: Why do your children’s books

Christy: I think it's imporant for
children to read becanse it can lead them
to the Bible and the truth that God is the
author of science. For example, my book, Thander's Big Purpose, uses clouds as
itz theme

Christy: Yes. Some of the profits from the Cloud series are donated to fight -
man frafficking. Part of the profits from A Pig for Jonah is donstad fo an organiza-
ttom that buys back Arabic people who were enclaved when they converted from
Islam to Christianity. Christy also ilhestrates bar books with delighifol watercolor
drawings. She plans to release the second in the Smiall Bible Character series in
the Fall of 2017 as well as a middle-grade noveal sbout bullying.

“Finally, Thander, the small, gray clond, knew his puopose. After all, be was an
important cloud because. .. Read, Thunder’s Biz Parpose to discover what hap-
pened to him and to help your children understand the process of God's plan for
them st as the Bible inchades ransforming stories, so God allows us fo create
stories that point others o Him!

Mote: You can find Christy's books at Armazon: https://poo 2l EBmlof or on
Barnes and Moble hitps:/(zoo gl/c54cDy

Marlene Houk iz o regular conributor fo Blue Ridee Christian News. Her paszion
iz to dehve deaply imio the fruths of Bible women and fo discuss those in Bible

Studies called Backstage Pazs fo Bible Women. She and her husbamd discover joy,
REFTUTE, mﬂ:!mfm? in their church. Her contact iz marienehoukmbellzouth nar
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Persecuted Christians
By Pranklin Graham

The World Summit in Defence of Persecutad
Christizns in Washington, DUC. was a powerfal
and moving event, with owver S} participants
from 134 counities. Delegates incinded chuoch
leaders from all ever the world and advocates
for the persecuted. as well as victims of persecu-
ton who shared personsl acconnts of the horpors
they have sufferad berauze they bear the Mame
of Choist.

Vice President Mike Pence addrezzed the
st on the second day, speaking from bis
heart to those in the mdience and around the world who brave bostility, hamm, and
loss for their obedisnce o our Lord and Savior:

“Your faith inspires me. It noobles me ™

Then he spoke words umlike anything heard in Washington in recent memory:
“I am hete on behalf of the president of the United States as a tangible sign of his
commiment o defending Christans and frankly, all whoe suffer for their beliefs
across the wider world.™

I hawve known Vice President Pence for some time, and I am gratefil for his
own fimm faith. “We
stand with yon ™ he smid.
“The Bikle tellz us that
all who desire to live
3 zodly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted. 85
And those gathered hare eSS
are emblematic of mil-
lioms across the world ™

It is not easy for peo-
ple living in America 1o
wrap our minds around
what many of our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ
st endure i somme
other coumiries. A womsan in Ametica who followed reports on the sunumnit wrote
ns afterward: “Thank you for bringing this issne fo everyone’s attention. Living in
oy little bubble n the U5, [ had no idea things were this bad all over the world!™

Druring the symnmit, I met and talked with 2 woman froon Iran whose father was
hanged to death becanse of his faith. I spent time with two men whose brod-
ers were among the Coptic Christians marched ot oo the beach in Libya and
vicionsly behesded by ISIS for refusing o deny Christ—ihen the video distmibaed
for all the world to see. I met a dear pastor from Uzbekistan who was arrested and
imprisoned for four vears for proclasiming the Gospal. A delegate from Mexico—a
nation night newt-door fo our own—mwas repeatedly beaten his chuoch bumed. and
people from the conprezation made to walk barefoot over broken glazs as they
were forced fo leave towm at goopoint.

The stories go on and on. Today, believers in mawy coumiries face persem-
tion and martyrdom on an unprecedentad scale. In fact, thronghont the world the
oamber of Christans facing hostility, maltreament, and even desth is greater than
at any fime in hisfory.

An organization that monitors and wacks persecnfion estimates that 215 mil-
lion Christians experienced high or extreme levels of persecntion last year in the
50 couniries where it is most difficult to be a3 follower of Jesus Christ. That’s as
many people a5 two-thirds of the entire populaton of the TUnited States. Of those
persecuted, tens of thonsands die. It is not possible to know exactly how many,
bt spme researchers report 20,000 or more in the past year.

Perserntion has many sources, and no part of the world is exempt. In some
places, the persacution is cansed by mmtense ant-Christsn movements that have
grown within Tslam Hindwism or Buddhism In other parts of the world, beliey-
ers face political ideclogies that are openly hosfile to their faith, or they die as the
result of civil wars or ribal confiicts in which Christians are freated as the eneny.
Sl pthers face intimidsation and vielence in secieties nddled with cormuption,
dmug cartels, and lawlessness, where anyone committed to Biblical valaes is seen
as a threat fo power or profit.

In oar couniry, as well a5 in many Western nations, the rapidly fsing tide of
seqularsm is strongly ant-Chrisdan. Secularizsts are especially opposed to thoze
who stand firm on the nnchanging moral and spirties! standards of God and His
Word

Thig hostility toward Christisns—and toward the One we serve as Lord and
Savior—is hardly 3 surprize. Jesus. who endured the prestest persecution of all,
said to His followers, “If they persecuted me. they will also persecute you™ (Fohn
15:20, ESV) It is an mevitable part of our world. But that does not mean we can
overtpok it or stay silent when others are persecuted. We are the body of Christ.
As believers, what harms o of us s os all.

What can vou doT Here are some basic action steps suggesied at the sumonds
that any believer can take:

= Take time to learn more about what is happening to believers and charches
who face severe persecution. One good place to start is with a 28 mimate wvideo
hightizhfing stories of persecution around the world. It is oo onr web site.

* Pray for those facing persecution, for their families, for our churches in Amer-
ica to rise up in support of them_ and that world leaders would do all they can to
comhat the persscution. Pray also for the persecutors, as Jesus Himeelf metracted
ns to do (Matthear 5:44).

= Bncourage your church to become more aware of and more actove in eamest
praver for those who are being persecuted. The Bible says, “Femember those who

are In prisen, as though in prison with them™ (Hebrews 13:3).

= Fmeally, make the proclamation of the Gospel to a bost and dying world a poi-
onity i your fife your giving, and your prayers. Coly the power of the Gospel can
sustain those who are persecuted and change those who cammy out persecution.
As Twamite Ihave just completed the four-city Decizsion America Tennesses Tour.
We went across the state, holding an outdoor meeting in each place. W had
nunsic, the crowds that gathered joined me in praying for oor nation and its lead-
ers, and T preached the Gospel. I'1 share miore in nry next letter of what God did
during the tour.

We want to help our suffering brothers and sisters in Christ wherever and in
whatever way we are gble, 25 God leads. Yon can be a part of this through your
prayers and your gifis for persecnted Christians. We rely on the support of fends
like vou to carry out all of the mindsimies God kas given ns. Thank yon for all yon
dao for the Eingdom.

Reverand Framkiim Graham iz President and CEQ af the Billy Grafam Evan-
Eelistic Association and of Samaritan & Purse, an imfernational Christian religf
OrEQRITEnion,

For, bredhren, ye have been called wnie Eherty;
only use not lberty for an occasion fo the fTash,
Bbut by love serve one another. Galatians 5:13
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MNEW 2017 JEEP Wrangler Sport

Automatic. Aluminum Wheels,
Sursider Soft Tap...
Ready for Summer Fun!

$20,083

HNEW Jeep Compass Latifude
44
Al NEW for 2017 Power driver seat,
FRemoie Siart, 7" fouchsoresen,
Alsminam Whaels

ot

NEW 2047 RAM 3500 Reg. Cab
4204

Aluminusm Bed and Goose Neck wilh skie
Tool Boxes. Cummins Diesel Engine.

Bary fer Suly
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JOHN GREEN

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

DR

MORGANTON, NC
e

I-40 Exit 100 - 910 Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = ﬂfw 7
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Perilous Times

By Pastor Dian Qurollo
Burke County

The Bible perfectly describves the tmes m which we
lwe as being “perilous times.” Each day we tum on the
news, it seems as though the threats of war contite
to fse. Temor attacks confimae to increase and maclear
threats continne to mount As man becomes further from
God. Mews of scandals and lies across the world take
the front pagze of the newspaper. The times in which we
live are full of danger.

Yet they are also full of oppormnity. As one smdies
the book of Acts, we find ordinary individuals tsking a bold stand on the Word of
God, regardiess of what it might cost them. Some were imprisoned; others were
executed. Yet they boldly proclaimed the truth of God's Word to a society that
desperately needed it. They did not allow their message to be poverned by ac-
ceptance of the masses. They mmstead took every oppornamity to share the Word of
God. We too must boldly take every oppornmity God gives us. We have no idsa
how long we may have before it is efemally too late.

These days are also full of pratimade While it is disheartening to sse how
far Americs has dipressad from the Word of God, it is incredible to think of the
memendous sacrifices made
so that we could enjoy the
freedom of religion. In-
becanse they believed in
freedom. They believed that
individusls should have the
right to speak their minds
openly but trathfnlly, that the
govermment has no right to
imterfere with one's religion,
be allowed to live in peace
and harmony in their own homes. It was for these and many more freedoms that
individuwals fought It was for these that many individoals paid the nlbimate price
for our freedom.

This Fuly 4th take some time o thank God for the freedom you have been
ziven. It truly came with a price. Then boldly take the oppormnitdes which God
gives you to share the tath of God's Word.

Paztor Dan Gurallo iz pastor Morganton Bapitst Church, Check us out on our
wabsite e morganionbapiizt net or find ws on Facebook and YouThbe.

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043

www.hospiceofrutherford.org
828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE
=l

Rutherford

The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford County, North Carolina,

strives 10 provide state-of-the-art,

compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting. From 18 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clack care, to
elegant living areas for visits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a ‘home away from hame’,

One Day with God

By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mirchell Counties

Standing back, observing a group of mmates as they
were sathered inside the front door of the Adminisa-
tion Building awaiting the call.. one could feel the
DEIVES.

Bt this call would be different from the ones they
hear over the P4 daily. This call would be for them
to step into the conrtyard where their children were
waiting to greet thern. Each man's name was called,
they stepped throngh the doors, and they were greeted
by their children, nming, jumping, even leaping into their atms! For most of the
children it has been vears since they have felf the comfort of their daddy’s amms
wrapped tightly around them For some it will be the first fne.

Twin five-year old zirls, cantiously walk toward their father, clinging o the vol-
unteer who has come to be their companion throughowt the day and assist them in
=y way needed. They cringe before the young man who is their biological father,
a tall, mamooed man they do not really know.

Gently, patiently, lovingly the vohmteer speaks softly and holds thern tightly
a5 they cling to ber. One begins to shed silent tears, the other soon joins. T watch
their father intently. How will be handle their hesitanon? He hangs hack, letting
thie vohiteer comfort and care for them

Soon they sre langhing and playing alongside their dad and the volunreer? Gig-
and their hearts opening to hope, peace, and Love.

There are songs sung, crafis created and mumerous special demvonsitations that
caphare their imaginations and set them afl free from the limitations mmposed by
walls and wire. There is 3 shared meal of delicions catered food and even time for
“Father 5on Sharing™ and a “Daddy/Taughter Dance™, For thus day, they are with
their Trad and for this day pothing else matters.

I watch in wonder as the day progresses and when it comes time for the chil-
dren to leave I notice those same twins, once agam crying. But now they cling to
their Dhaddy, and they weep becase they face separation from him apaim and they
don't want to leave.

I warch them board 3 wan for transport back to the chorch that is hostng their
Moms/caregivers. They are smiling! Lamghing! Smging! Waving! Basking in the
love they have been blessed to experience and share this wonderful day!

Together with their Father, they have beard about a Hesvenly Father, and expe-
nenced the zift of His Loving care.

Children, Dads, Volunteers, Prison Staff, I watch them all. And I realize that
this day muly has been orchesmated by God.

Mo one else could provide the money and the resources. Mo one else could
tonch the hearts of people to give. Mo one else conld move volumteers to give up
their Saturday to go inbo 2 prison. Mo one else conld cormpe] individuals to bless
the lives of thess preciows little children Omly God could dio this

And I zamy it with my owm eyes. I felt it siaring inside ooy own hearr. This. ..
This is muly what it sdvertises to be. . This is One Day with God.

Ome Day with God ar Avery Mitchell Cormrectional is scheduled for Augnst 19,
2017.

Viohunteers are needed. Dionations are needad. YOTT are needed!

leﬂehelp these children have time with their Diaddies.

HC IEﬁEl}mrE]s
nationwide con-

ducting these one

OIEEnization so
your gifts are tax deducdble. Volonteers can reach out directly to them, or contact
me and I will help you zet connected.

Pipaze prayerfully consider helpmg ns find snd conduct this blessed day. Yon'll
be amazed by what vou seal

Jody Griffin is pastar af Central Baptizt Church in Spruce Fiine and Commumity
Funded Chaplin af Avery-Mitchell Correctional Insfifution.
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Christian Action League of NC
Something You Cannot Escape
By Dr. Mark Creech

American conservative radio conumentator,
someone that ABC News once said was “the mast
Listened-to newsman in the world,” Paul Haney, told
2 remnarkable story about a woman trying to escape the
ravages of a numicane,

Harvey said after Hurmicane Andrew dewvastated
South Florida, Pamicia Christy was waiting in Line for
food. She vowed o herself that she was going to zet
ont of that state. She was leaving on the first plane out and was determined to get
as far away fom the bomwer of barricane damagze as possible - then have a restful
vacation

In hiz newscast, Harvey reported be had just beard from Pamicia Christy. She
was standing in line for frech water on the Hawaiian island of Esuai, having just

We can never escype what (God has ordered no matter how hard e try.

D Billy Graham has eloguently stated:

“The trouble with our modem thinking is that we have a conception that God
is 3 haphazard God with no set mules of life and salvation. Ask the astronormer if
God 15 & haphazard God. He will tell you that every star moves with precision in
its celestial path. Ask the scienfist if God s a haphazard God. He will ell you that
His fommlas and equations are fved and that to iznore the laws of science would
be 2 fool's folly. If the laws in the material realm are so fived and exact, is it res-
sonzhle that God could afford to be haphazard in the spirimal realm where efemal
destinies of souls are at stake? Just as (God has equations and miles in the material
realm (God has squations mmd rlss in the spiriteal ™

W. Somersat Maugham nsed to tell a story simdlar to Paul Harvey's, but one
of profoumd consequence. He wrote abont an Arabian merchant who sent one of
his servants to the city of Baghdad for provisions. The servant wasted no fime in
refurning quickly to his Master and reporting that he had seen Dieath in the mar-
ketplace making 3 threatening gesture at him. He begged for 2 horse that be might
escape to the distant town of Samara.

That same day the merchant went to the markeiplace. Seeing Death, be asked
the foreboding figure why he had eartier made a threstening mecture at his servant.
Dieath replied, “That was po threatening gesture. That was a start of surprise.

I was astonished to ses him in Baghdad becmise T have an appoinfment with him

fomipht i Samara ™

Dieath and Tudement are uncomfortable topics, ot we cannot escape them no
matter how we deny, devise, or detract from them They ars unavoidable.

Voltaire was a renowned French philosopher and agnostic in his dsy. When he
was in good health, he claimed that Christianity was good for chambermaids and
tailors to believe in bat ot for people of educaton and wisdom. Mevertheless,
when be was sick and at death’s door, he called wpon his physician, saving, “I am
abandoned by God and man. I will give you balf of what I am worth if yon will
zive me six months of life. Then I shall go to hell, and vou will zo with me O
Christ! O Jesus!" Voltaire couldn’t escape death snd judzment.

Dreath is around
ns every day, and the
Scriphures feach that
after death comess
the Tudrment of God
(Hebreas £:27).

Recently, my
sister-in-laa tormed
Gi-years old. Twas
amused when she
mold ory wife, “1
thought it would

though mast of us act as if we will never die. Vet every moment of life we move
closer and closer to life’s end and the moment when we will have to stand before
Grpd and acconnt for our lives.

Wations die and experiences the judsment of God too, Psalm 317 solemmly
warns, “The wicked shall e furned hite hell and all the rations that forger God. ™

Sometimes I remible for America. We seem to think that we can act in defiance
of God's order — that we can ignore his soversignty. Although many never state
it ontwardly, our bebavior is indicative of the erronecus notion that we are big
enpugh o shake our fst in the face of a holy God and escape his judzment.

Fome rose to incomparable greamess in her day. People thought that mapnifi-
cent Empire would be around for cenfuries to come, but God judeed Rome for its
wickedness and great was its fall. Greece was the first to attervpt democracy. It
became the envy of the world for its splendid architectars and it dazeling list of
philpsophers such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. 56l God judged Gresce for
itz sin and mighty was its collapse. The Mayvan®s were known fo achieve some-
thing as complex and advanced as brain surgery. They excelled o various sci-
ences, but God judzed them for their evil ways and now they are 2 mere shadow
of themsehes.

WMo culture can sin agminst God with impunity. Moreower, God always jadges
nations in this life, and not the next one.

Some misinterpret Good not inumediately responding in wrath o mean their
sherrant conduct is alright. Hardly! It only means God is longsuffering and patent
and is “rot willing that any should perish, but thet all thowld come to repenfanca ™

(2 Peter 3:9).

Dir. Graham has also beautifully wittten, “Few people have met the naler of a
kingdom or a head of state. But the power of those leaders is real and it affects
all wiho Live nnder their governance. Jesus Christ governs with love that demands
chedience. His great lowe calls us to the fioot of His cross so that we may receive
Hiz pardon for oor transeressions. The Bible zays, “Ler the peace of God rule in
Jour hearts ' (Colossians 3:15)7

If we repent of our sins and receive Christ as Lord, then the peace of God can
rule in our hearts. This peace with God will also be extended to our nation. Bt
outside of this, there is only death and judgment, and we will not escaps it

Raverand D Mark Creech is Executive Direcior gf the NC Chriztian dctfion
League. Tou may contact him at revmarkereech| @chrizianactionleague. org or
RIe-FET-D606

GRIFEFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

A Lrrle Onr OF The Wy, Bur ALOT Less 1o Payv

Anthorized Tansered,
Redmax, & Tovostove
Dealer

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58 @ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, hitle children, and have overcome them:
because greater 1s he that s in you, than e that is i the

world 1 John 4:4

The Lovd shall command the blessing upon thee in thy store-
houses, and in all char thow seaest thine hand unto; and he
shall bless thee in the land wlich the Lord thy God giveth thee.

Denrevonomy 28:-8

www brenews. com
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M ﬂprm“ Cou ﬂfr Burke United Christian Ministries

Honey Bee Club New Executive Director
By Adam Lawingz By David Burleson
MeDowell County Burke County
The McDowell County Honey Bee I want to take this opporiumity to mtroduce myself o
Cluby had their Tune monthly meeting on you as the new Executive Director of the Burke United

Tuesday, Fune 8th Two individuals were Christian Ministries (BUCM) after retiring from public
| konored for all of their hard work and education. It is my hope and desire to continue to work
time they kave pat into this ciub. with our community to develop minisities that meet the
Tames Nations, who is the president physical and spiritual needs of those in our comnmnity
of McDowell Farm Bureau, was bonored for all of his efforts | who are facing life’s hardships. In order to provide the best possible mindstries for
with that crganization. Farm Bureau donstes §1,000 every those in your commumity who are in need, it takes the support of all community
year to the club in order for them to put on their yearly Bee members, groups, churches and organizations.
School every February. Not cnly that but, Farm Bureau lob- We greatly appreciate the encouragement of our supporters through donations,
bies and works with state and national sovernment to heip volmntesr efforts snd espacially through pravers. Through the support of church-
protect bee keepers and their bees. g5, groups and mdividoals, BUCH has besn
Fay Revis was honored with a lifetime membership for his able to support those in our community who
dedication with the chab. Bay was one of the founders of the need a hand up through the soup kirchen, food
McDowell County Honey Bae Club and worked to get the | pantry, mobile food pantry and the Saved for
Beea School started. Fay has been working with honey baps You Clothing Store. Char soup kitchen provides
for almost 8 decade and he himsslf is 3 3rd generstion bes hmch 365 days a vear and dinner on Tesdays
keeper and now his dsughter has become 3 4th peneration and Thursdays, along with several Sunday
bee keeper. nights each wesk. Last vear we semved §7,608

Adam works with the NC Cooperative Extenzion in McDow- siosmat b ey
Sy oy of selectinz from the food that is availsble
st | and what they want to eat. Last year 791,322
| pounds of food was distributed w 6,528
households. Cur mobile food paniry served
1846 households with over 01,220 pounds
of food The BUCM Saved for You clothing
store assisted THD clients last vear with clothing
wvalned at $28_ 140, BUCM also provided owver
504 500 m crisis assistance and met the needs
of ower 2 300 hensehoelds in Burke County.
Cnur volnntesrs are the individuals wiho sustain our minjstry. Last year our vohm-
teers gave 34 222 7 total hours' worth 5685 83851,

We, st the Burke United Christian Minismies, believe these volontesrs, onr
churches and community memmbers are essenfial fo our mission if we are to meet
the neads of the diverse group of clients we serve. It is ooy prayer that each of
our churches would make a commitment to provide support to our clients. Ifany
church, Sunday School Class or individueal would like to domate or volunteer, we
would lowe for vou to do that. We are sp apprecistive 1o our churches and com-
mnity members whose support makes BUCK possible. Here are some oppor-
nifies for our churches and individuals to consider for serving:

Ray Reviz and Ed
Speer

Crossword Solution

A
L

S AW

B

G

l_
m|o|o

m=|0|0
o|m|To

=S|lmimir—|O
i -

.:bzm:u:b

mimjr|w

|

_|

-
m|io|e=|0
w

| B
Qmjir-|m
m:!:f.w
mpAimiwn|cC |

—i

O|I0|T|wn|>
m

Z2IM|o|0O

el Dl I

Ol|x

=
S

ML [T » Make BUCM Part of Your Annual Budges

* Be a Food Harvester

= Work in the Soup Eitchen

* Asgist in the Food Panmy

* Dipnate Genily Used Iems for the Saved for Yon Clothing Store

* Dionate Children’s Shoss or Mew Undarwear

= Diomate Food for the Food Pantry or Soup Kitchen

= Volunteer in the Office Area (Typing, Folding Mewsletiers, Answering
Phones)

* Lead a Worship Service on Wednesday or Sunday Wight Followed by 3 Meal

Y |E * Laad a Vacation Bible School in the Sonumer for Children

* Bead with or Tator a Child After School

* Eat Lunch with a Client

= Working in the Firewood Ministry
Sudnku Salutlnn Transpest Cleats o Boential Chaots to BUCM
= Place a Collection Barre! at your Church or Business
* Begin a Ministry of Presence (Just come have nnch with 3 client who needs
someone to alk with)
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More than awything, I ask for your prayers for me and for our minisoy that we
would make Godly and wise decisions. I also ask that vou pray thar our clients
oot only be provided the resources they need, but also, thar we would be Christan
role models for their fivas.

I want to personally thank our churches for their lesdership in oor conanm-
mity. Char faith conpommity is very important to me aod I belisve that fo develop
3 strong minisiry that mests the peeds of others, we need to imolve our faith
Community in every way possible. For too long, organizations sround our counimy
have separated themselves froon the churches. T believe we need to welcome the
infiuence of our cnoches and godly individuals into our community orEanizations
in amy way possible.

Agzin thank vou for your support of Burke United Christian Mindstries and
for your efforts to help those in our commonity. Thank you for all yon do for our
community, and I look forward to working with vou in the firnre. Feel free to call
me at (B28) 433-B075 or email me at bucmdirector@hotmail com if you any ques-
Hong or snEEestiomns.

Ixnvid Burleson is Superinterdent gf the Avery Couniy Schoals

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

Clint and I worked several months fogether here on the farm and I do believe
theat this was one of the most hilariows events we had happen durimg that six-
month period of time. My zreat uncle, Hal Byrd, built a cattle shed on the side of
an old chicken house that Aunt Mae Byrd bad used. The shed roof did not have
much pitch and was prone o leak quite bad. Ihad been working on it and buwilt a
feed lot around the bam so we would have an additional place to work the catile
when they were up on this farm We were pufting i 3 chute snd head gate on the
inside ot when we went to check it out it was rsally mnddy, as in wet wet wet
cow marmire. We had just kad 3 resl hard ram and it had lesked bad right where
we Wele putting the head gate. [ decided fo use 3 biz 2-inch pump and just pump
out the water and manure and in the process of doing so [ accidentally canght
Clint square in the face with a full 2-mch bose wide open with lignid cow manume.
I swear, really, I don't swear but I do affirm, that I did not intend to do this. The
force of the hose almost knocked Clint down and I will never forges the look be
gave me a5 be asked did you mean to do that? I honestly told him no T did not
mean to do that, but I kad to admir I was langhing my head off. A good shower
was in order for both of us after this and Barbara made ns sirip dowm to our
underwear outside and spray oursehres, and our clothes, off before we could brng
them or curselves in the honse.

Farmier Diong

Clint"s Chromicles on the Funny Farm
By Clint Pollard

Mamy of you have written or called abowt Clint's
Chronicles on the Funny Farm. It seems that vou take great
pleasurs in my many foibles and near —mizses with danger
Aleo, some of vou gueston my veracity — that wonld-be
TRUTH telling — regarding these tales. A couple things yoa
shiould knear: clearly the Lord is protecting me from myself
and the myrizd moncters and events that seek to s me
out; and these stories are absolutely true (oot to =3y I don't
exzgmerate 3 teeny tioy bit @ ) Wow zet a koad of this.

Ancient Cow AManure!

My friend Dioug, along with yours moly (Fammer Clint), set out one balomy
DMIGNE §0 COnStmact 3 new crifter chute, or cow tunnel, or cow fumnel, or what-
ever it is you call the slender litfle space where cows umknowmgly go before they
meet the head-pate. Va knowy, this farming business gets pretty tricky if'n you
don’t know what you're doing w0, I try to stand back a wee bit when we tackle 2
new challenga

Moy one would imagime that construcing a narrow chute'mansl fonnel would
be fairly simple, some XX4's, $54's, 25" phywood, screws and eleciric screw-
dover, and a 2 ton keadgate. Simple enough, nght? Wrong answer!

3 see the choice location for our consmmcton project
iz the “Annt Mze Bam™, o called afier Aune Mz Byrd
{Donz's Anaf). An aside, I've learned over the last many
meonihs that Doug and Barbara are related to everyone in
Mitchell Coumty and beyond. So, if yvou're local please
feal free o drop by for dinmer with your distant rela-
tdves, anvimes g . Beslly, fell Barbara that Fammer Clint
SEOT YOI

Anyway, the foor of the Aunt MMas Bam is really mot
a floor, of course. (Even I know you don't put foors ina
bam, whatdya think I'm simple™} So, the floor is really
the groumd, but i this bam, it's not really the ground be-
canse GROUND IS DIRT. Oh no, we can’t have dint ground on Harrell Hill Farms
— this GROUND is 100% cow patties, about & feet deep and at least 100 years old.

I you are likely saying, “So, what is your problem, Famoer Cling™ Hun-
dred-year-old cow pies omst be firm and packed down! True enongh. . unless
the tin roof of the bam bas holes it the size of Haley's Comet and we've just
had tomrential rains. Another question I have for the Lord some day, bow come it
dpesn’t rain when you need it on the crops but it pours when yon have to diz in
Cow mamira?

As we walk — scmally slog — info the bam it is chear this vrill be a story for
the ages. I"m talking knee deep in ancient cow mamare, so thick and gooey [ can
barely lift one foot n front of the other. And namrally, when I ke 3 step the

Dioug has another brilliznt idea, we will submerze a small bilge pump m the
lignid dungz and pipe it nght out the window. I am constantly amazed at the inge-
ity required o be a fammer. . but I'm leaming so very mnch!

Matarally it is MY JOB to hold the Litle pump nonder the wrater/prehistoric
mastedon dung while Doug props the hoss on the window sill. That was working
just fine nnl I allowed the puonp to rise stightly losing its vacoum. With a look
of fmstration and disdain Donz turned to tell me to hold the pomp deeper in the
muck snd mire.

As e addressed me {a bit too harshly in ooy opinion) the hose pipe dislodzed
from the window and took dead aim st ME. I dropped the pump mioe the sludza,
cansing it to suck even harder, and I was blasted with the full force of 3 cow
mamare firelvosa! T was immediately blindad; I ingested heaven only knowrs how
much graimy, puirid cow droppings; my ears filled to overfiowing. ..I was tofally
dehaged by am E-COLT shower! I dared not scream lest I swallow a terminal dose,
T conald not nan as ory fully submerzed boots seemed forever vaomum-held a foot

) "J-""-'E‘\ 4 =
._f!"""‘.-*"i?: Ll‘r;

Lol

below the surface dung My shirt was tarsting battons, my pants keaped hizh,
pemified manare drpping from my hair. . I thought Doug was going to pass out!
Cmce be finally regained composure he FINALLY aimed the mamire stream back
ot the windowr.

Grasping for zir I looked at my friend, ““Ya know." I said “if awy other ho-
man on planet earth did that to me they would die oght now!™ With that cropked
smiile snd 3 rwinkle in his eye, Doug replied, “YVeah bat it's me  hoh? And we ara
frends. Wanna go have some hinch™ (Lunch? How can anyone think about hnch
affer that? Hoummm sonnded like a good idea fo me.)

Fetmming to the farmbouwse [ began hosing myself
down, bose down my shirt, down my pant legs, head to
toe, when Barbara peeked ot the door, “What are y'all
doing?™ she asked. “0Oh, just got into a bit of a mess,™
I explained, “and don't want to drag it into the hoase.™
Dwoup chuckled “Pollard, you are 8 wip!™ Indeed I am.

Comic relief on Harrell Hill Famms, once again 1
dodzed a buallet — death by e-coli emersion. Thank youw,
Lord"

Farmer Clint

in hybrid matt
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w/ adjustable
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{2 months interest free - CALL
136 Worley Road - Marion, NC
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Do you run a
local business?

S0 do we.
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Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery
» Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,

Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » 828-559-2700

The Inspiring Word

Sermon on the Mount
Pastor Terry Cheek Th.T,
MeDowel] Coumy

Themks for retuming to another poblication of “The
Blue Ridze Christian Mews™ and our article “The Inspir-
ing Waord™.
For this publication of the BECH we will contimue
our stady of the Lords Sermon on the Mount. In fune,
we looked at Matthew 7-13-14 where we considered the
only way to heaven and eternal life. For Jaly let’s begin
looking at how the Lord exposes a fraud. From Matthew
7:15-23 we understand that falze propheis are Satan’s diplomatic representative.
That's right, they are sent with a purpose of haring people down the broad road
that leads to destruciion. Let me say this before we get deep into false prophets
(preachsrs and teachers). I'm not talking shout fiolks whoe honesthy hold a differ-
ent opinion of & few verses of scrpiure. This f=n’t about name calling someone
who dizazrees with yon There are passages and verses that have beesn discuszad
for cenmries and no firm conclusion has been fomnd Undl Geod gives revelation
there will be oo firm conclnsion either. This isn't a false teacher. A falze prophet,
preacher or teacher is someone who knowingly and willingly misleads someone to
destmaction. With that nnderstanding let’s move ahead.
We first see they “come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly they are raven-
ing wolves.” On the outside the false prophet looks gemiine. They know what to
say and what o do to fit in and make a grand first impression. They do all they
Can to gain acceptance and win over the tee people of God. Thar should get your
sttention! Falze prophets don’t go after the babes of faith, they go after the matmre
and those who are confident in their doctrine and theolosy. Those who feel they
heve it all together and don®t have swything to ooy sbout. That's wity Tesus
is talking to His followers, He knows they will be targets and He wants to wam
them. He wants to wam you too!
It may be difficult to see through the clever words and appearance but we can
see therm by their faits.
The ultimate test of anyone
is their docirine and life-
style. Are they a person of
conviction and integrity?
1 Falze prophets do not have
the “frit of the spint”. Fead
Ephesians 5:9 and pray over
it fior wizsdom and discem-
ment After sll Tesns did say
S T shall mow them by thetr

Srugis. Do men pather srapes
S of thorns, or figs of this-
fles 7" W all will reap what
there may be difficult trials
to owercome but n the end
8 we will be stronger for them
The false preachsr or teacher
will brimg those difficalties
and the end result will not
be strength it will be weakness. Thoms and thistles shoald remind ws of the curse
in Genesis 3:17-18. These folks are dangerous and we nesd to be cantions, but not
to the point of driving folks away. Don't let the fear of 3 false preacher or teacher
lead you to isolation. Prayerfully seek God’s word and the Holy Spirit’s guidsmce
for discernment and use it nonbly and wisely for Gods glory.

Let me bring something in front of the Chrsfian. The Lost! Ofen the Lost are
impressad with acts that are nothing more than spirineal illesions. The lpst will be
drawm imvte 2 world of deception which feels like a spirimal event buaf is nothing
more than an emotional motivatonal, smoke and mitrors show to draw money or
make a social impression of some charismatc man or woman falsely, in the name
of God. The lost will be led away into Hell by these folks and if a church is inat-
tentive, it like Ephesus, can be permanenthy niinsd.

The zospel of Tesus Christ is simple. JTesns has no smoke and mirrors. He is
the straight gate and the namow way and because of false teachers, there are few
that find it. The true church has an oppormanity to show people Jesus Christ in oar
lives, our words and our deeds. We are not saved by works, baf we are saved for
works. Cur faith in the Lord Jesus Christ should produce works that Lift Him ap,
and if we lift Him up we know He will draw people to Himself! Our job, Liftap
Jesus!

We must be cautions of dhe falze teachers, but they nmst not ocoupy all of our
tme. The Lord has already pronounced their jodzment. They will be cast e
Hell! If false preachers or teachers come into our presence we don’t have to do
smyvihing different. keep presching the mmth of God's word, the whole counss] of
God. The strong nead to protect the weak and everyone remain steadfast in God’s
word snd prayer. Diarkness cannot survive in the presence of lizht! Some will say
we fannot judze others, and they are right, bat we are expected to know sound
docirine and follow it, while rejecting the bad docimine. Our time and space has
gone this month. Untl next time may God keep you firmly in His grp!

Terry Cheek is Pastor of Catvary Baptist Church in Marion,

Sramd firse therafore in the liberry wherswieh Chrise hath made ws free,
and be not entangled again with the yoke gf bondage. Galatians 5:1
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Celebrate Our Freedom

By Pev Jobn McCoury
Romm Mowrntain, Tennesses

As we celebrate our Freedon on the Fourth of Fuly, God's
word tells us taly How to Be Fres. “F-aith (in God) — Many
pecple are lacking i faith. Some are in bondage fo the love
of money. Faith in God bongs freedom from the bondage
of sin. When we repent, surrender, and believe, we receive
forgiveness and cleansing. We are set free. (Gal. 5: 1) When we know we have
been F-orpiven— we are free. E-eliance (on God) — Coment thy way weio tha
Lord; oust alre in kim; and ke shall Srimg it fo pasz ™ (Ps. 37: 3). Many are mse-
cure. They are in constant bondage to material pursnits, their own finits power,
and other people. Relisnce on God brings freedom from the chaing of insecurity.
We can st Him to supply all our needs. God 1= onmipotent (Phil. 4:19; Prow
3: 5-6). We are free Becanse of the P-epentance, —Becanse of the F-eaumection
and Becanse of kis B-emm-- We are free when we E-nlist (for God) The Rarest
fruiy is plenteous, bt the labourers are find ™ (IanD:37). These are busy fimes.
Mfany are overwhelmed with the seeking of temporal and seifish gaim. We mmst
fake time for God, to help the needy, comfort the dowmcast, and share Christ with
the lost. Dioing God's work brings freedom from self-centeredness (Matt. 9:38)
When we know we have E-temal Life (with God). — Many are fearful. They dwell
on the gloomy side of life, failing to recoenize that God bolds the fuure. Chris-
rians should be free from fear of the future—old age, death, and the judsment.
These should not defeat us. We have the promise and assarance of eternal life
| with God (fobn 14:1-3). Aswe
| think about the Fourth of Fuly
here ate some HISTORICAT
FACTS O THE PLEDGE
| OF ALLEGIAMCE—- A Bap-
| tist mumister, Francis Bellamy
§ (1553-1931), wrote the onigi-
nal Pledze im August of 1892,
The originsl Pledge read: "1
pledge allegiance to mry Flag
o and the Fepoblic for which it
stands, one nation, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all." The Pledzs was first published im The Youth's
Companion (September & issue), which was a leading family magarine and the
Beader's Dipest. Franciz Bellamy, wiho in 1802 was aleo chaimman of 8 committes
of state superintendents of education, prepared a program for the public schools'
gquadrcentennial celebration for Cohunbus Dey. This prosram was struchuoed
around 3 flag raising and the recitation of his Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledzs's
words were changed slightly in 1923 and 1924, when the Mational Flag Confer-
ence decided to replace "my Flag™ with "the Flag of the United States of America.
The words "onder God" were added to the Pledee by Congress in 1954, Father,
in the name of the Lord Fesus, I also lift up to You in prayer the families of onr
military I pray that the gospel will extend to them that they might know Him and
the poaer of His resnrrection. Father, I desire that thess familiss might be a prayer
force for our nation and our military. May they knear abondanee and no lack. May
they be well provided for and well taken care of Father sive them the courage
of warriors. May the pesce that passes understanding sustain them in seacons of
separstion. Comfort them with Your Word, that they mught have faith to see their
sons, daughters, bushands and wives refurned o them in wholeness and safety

”“'. AL TON

er“"LE‘

GOD

Jokn MeCoury iz pastor gf Evergreen church in Roan Mountain, Tennessae and
alza chaplam at Roan Highignds Nursing Canter.

Sweet Tea 4 Jesus

15t Annual "Shine On" Event
By Jessica Williams
MeDowell Counfy

Locared ar TOM JOHRTS0M'S CAMPINIG WOERLD
N MARION, HC
AUGUIST 26TH, 2017 FROM 4-10 Bi

There will be sn opportumity to visit local craft vendors
and lparn more shout local respurces and chrches in our
comaninity and the ministry of 5T47. Food vendors will
also be available for your satisfaciomn.

Followed by a time of praise and worship by local gzroups such as Broken,
Crpmerstone and his Fold.

A great famdly day oppornmity to hooor our Lord.

Adhmission into this event is FREE but RSV wonld be appreciated for largs
ETQUpS.

Contact: Michslle Tresse at E28-527-1521

For more than 3 year, a gronp of women in McDowell County have been
meeting to study the Bible, pray for each other and their community and provide
Chriztian fallowship to one another.

Mow, this prowing sroup wants to help other women i McDowell who are not
as forhanate a5 they are. They are reaching out to women and children who are
homeless and in need of a friend or mentor.

The group is called Sweet TEA for Jesus, The TEA in the name is an acronym
and it stands for “Teaching, Edifyine, Aidmg ™

“It is all about showing the love of Christ to all of Manon ™ s=id hichelle
Treese, who is an “ambassador” with Sweet TEA for Jesus.

Since those beginnings. Sweet TEA for Jesus has growm to inclnde more than
700 women in McDowell Coumty, They bold a repular Bible study, which wsually
atiracts around 50 women . They hold a Bible study at the Manion Community
Building on Monday evenings startimg at §:15 pm.

The proap consists of girls and wormen of varying ages. ranging from 12 yesrs
old o those in their 8ls.

“The ladies are middle school, high school, young mothers, professionals, and
retired, marses, teachers, sfay-ai-home moms, enfreprensurs, photographers, il
servants, eic.,” s3id Treese. “Those imvolved in the Bible studies represent mamny
churches n the comomanity and some have small children and some have great-
grandchildren. Moms, daughters, sister, s, grandmothers, nieces, friends...all
wiomen are welcome and will be loved ™

One of the ways this is being done is through another Bible shudy held by the
group. This Bible smdy takes place on Thursday evenings starting at §:30 pum. at
the Friendzhip Home on Flenumg Avenne. This is the shelter for homeless women
and children operated by RMcDowsll Mission Minismies.

“Onur purpose s to first and foremost be commmnity mimded with the women in
this commmnity,” said Treess. “We have really prayed and songht the Seriptures
on what we're supposed 1o dp.”

Therefore, these canng women are frying to help others who are facing very
tough situations and hopmg o rebmnild their ives.

Jeszica Wiliams Sweet TE 4. Jezus in Marion and member of First Baptist
Church Spruce Pine.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

D}:dR.n:]Mulch

cC\ul.‘e Con Struy
.GRAVEL YARD

See Us on Facebook

Pine and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
Nﬂfﬂél:]ﬁﬂﬁiﬂ‘“ﬂ":lh 12715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine
Recyling Stumps, Limbs, :
Call for Dump Fees (SZ S) 766 6 69
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SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM » MON-FRI

By Jovce (Joy) Harwood Baldwin

O, i hay been a lovely summer
Prery flowers did nmfiold.
Tho kmowing full is nearing
Spaaky comfort to my soul

Then leaves of many colors
Crenddy falling fo the gronmd
Creamng beds of beanty
Ags the birds make pretiy sonnds.

The winter with ity snow gf witiie
Wil paime a lovaly viow
W'l sir dowe by the fireploce
And eld remembrance rewmew.

Then spring’s new Ijfe will A1l the air
As showers from above.
Wl give a drimk fo all that thirst
THANK GOD FOR SEASONS OF
LOVE.

Joy is a resident of Madizon Coundy, where she mow lives with har hushand,
Doy Joe Baldwin, Ske i currently a mambar af Mr Zion Bapiizt church i
Marshall, NC. Az a previows member, she calls Forks af hy Mizzionary Baptizt
Church in Weavendile, “home away from home ™. She & currently singing with the
Gospal Group "Jomah & Foice ™ out of Mars Hill, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-
g will soon be heard By mam:

to

Whether you are

0 Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old

wiood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to mp’i:y our manufacturing facility.
your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure

have snmeﬂuﬁ,g ;rau will love. Our outdoor living store has

weather pwul""pulywmul furniture, customizable fire pits, and our S8 _..r T:
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and [
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal &5

work, Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www. bnckstove.com
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
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Costelluzza: The Solemn Reminder

By Timodny W Tron
Burke Coungy

The rocks were damp to the touch, bat the coolness and
relief from the fiies was refreshing. The climb through
the forest was intense. All around the sparse frail, plush
fems grew, blanketing the forest Soor. Here and there,
granite boulders peaked sbove the greenery, their stillness
matching that of the oee tmunks that stood towering to the
canopy owerhead Oxnly two days before, we bad scaled 3 mountain reachimg 8137
feet while watching the world from high shove the tall waterfall that cascades
down mio the Gemmanesca valley. Today's climb seemed more infense, more
parpose-driven.

Briars ripped at my fesh exposing streaming trails of bipod down my fore-
anms. “Battle woumds,” I mnised to myself As I caught the group that had been
dropped off ahead of mine, I was stopped by 2 very caring, dear, EMT traimed
student who was fraveling with us, Madine, who
insisted she bandaze my wounds. Looking back, it
was just &s if we had fonzht throush enemy lines,
and one-bry-one, we were taking care of the wounded
before we ascended further Omce my dressing was
complete, and the remainder of my team amived, we
reshed onward.

Acwe climbed, it felt as if somethime were driving
s,

There was a sense of urgency to the ascent.

In the kack of our minds, the story of the people
of the valleys flesing their persecutors, looking for
refnge hete on this mountain peak which overlooked
their village kept driving us ooward. Some may have
songht shelter from the cave below, but their amack- (&8
ers followed too closely, so in a sheer panic, they tore |
gt the rock, hands, feet, anything that conld grasp.
The air emptied from their lungs, as their hearms beat - .
in their ears. Their body s enerpy @Eﬂﬂytﬂlﬂdmﬂﬂdtﬂ-{iﬂmﬂﬂlﬂ_
Inside, a force from on high lifted them, their pams erased as the chill of the Spint
came over their beings. One by one, they reached the suwmmit only to find that the
men below, pushed by the darknecs that mled their world, wonld not stop their
pursuit. There on the edze of the earthy ferrain, the chasm opening to the depths
below; the drop which plonumeted bevond where the eve conld follow. MNowhere
else to nin, they tumed to meet their amackers.

Some knelt in prayer, others embraced their loved ones, while some chose o
resist, bt in vain

Some say over three-thousand were thrown to their deaths that day. Tohmn Milton
would be o moved that e would pen the words to the sopnet, “On the Larne
Massacre in Pladmont ™

“dvenge. O Lord. thy sloughtered saints, whose bones
Lie seattered on the Alpine mowmtains cold,
Even tham who kepr thy fruth so pure of old,

Fhen ail owr fathers warshiped stocks and stones;
Forget not- in thy book record thair groans
Who were thy sheep and in thelr ancient fold
Slain by the bioody Pladmontese that reiled
Mother with impfant dovn the rocks. Thair moars
The vales redowubied fo the hills, and thay
To Heaven. Their maarired blood and ashes sow
Oer gl th' Tralion felds where stll doch sway
The riple porant; that from these may grow
A hundredfold, who having learns thy

would not be here to tell you of this story today.

Chir tale continues.

Yes, the light still conmpnes o shine in the darkness.

The smdents came, slowly, pamﬁﬂh',hmﬂmycamThepﬁulmceﬂﬂma
flew in clonds a.h-nutumbndla : 3
Satan hirnzelf vying for attention
in a place where he had claimed
his own, its darkness could sl
oot overpower the faith that was
shared. As the testimony wWas
called upon, the air s=emed to
breathe & sigh of relief. His Word
was spoken, out loud, freely with
oo fear.

God wiped his hand across our vestges, and the darkness subsided; the clond
of fiies dispersed In the distance, tnnder numbled 3 warning Mot et fully re-
cuperated, we began racing for the mrail to descend Weary lags were called upon
to carry us safely down the rocky path, winding back and forth n a seemingly
never-ending drop down the backside of this monolithic reminder of the martyrs
that hawve zone on before

Chir time at the snnumit was brief, yet the impact of its solemnness will live
with us forever.

There is so much more to tell, but the gravity of this joumey weighs heavy
upon the soul. It will take thoe for its meaning and purpose to come to fuiton in
nay life, as well as all those that made the journey that day.

I'm thankfl beyond measure and blessed beyond belief to have made the mp,
for with (rod, all things are possible. To know the obstacles that stood in the way,
would in itzelf be enongh to write about, bat there is so mnch more to the story.

With time. it will come

Im a1l that we do, let us zive thanks.

Thanks be o God.

Timochy W Trom is the Execuiive DNrector of the Waldenzian Irail of Faith. He
lives in Faldase with hiz family. He i the author af "Bruecke fo Heaven, ™ and

an acrive Mogger, ariist and musician. TTmorky alze has a BSEE from UF iz an
Eagie Scout and iz Fice President gf the Faldese Merchants Assoc. He haz bagm
Ordmined to perform weddings ar the Trail and attends reveral area chunches

secking to semae the Lovd every day.

urleson
Plumbingg Heafimg

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!

828-765-4042 B

burlesonplumbing com

=

=

Wy
Early mey fiy the Babylonian woe. ™
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I sat om the cool boulder within the

shadows of the cave. Looking out on East i."x':' L '.;.:- A " avaan

that solemn stone surface, the edge of
the earth disappearing before me, the
miist of the sky becoming one with the
feeling of somow filling iy sonl. Tate
in zilence, feeding my body's need for
nourishment From the protection of the
stones, I sat and chewed, frying to absorb
the moment. There was no joy in that
snstenance only that it weuld alloar me
the strensth to descend from this poine.
Something msides me wanted to hold
onio this place. Part of me wanted to
keep its memory in me, tut fear of feal-
ing that pain of remorse, the depths of
which paled in comparison to the heights
at which so many fell from when they
met their fate on the hormrific Baster day
50 many years ago, it all was so difficult
o comprehend

The shesr tragedy so long azo was stll
here; its mark forever cast npon the sran-
ite, like pravestones of the perished.

They did not all die. For if it were so0, I

ngh Cmmtry Pﬂlar:s Is Pleased To Annﬂunce...

WL UL D LAY Wl AN TSR SRR S AL

High Country Polaris, Inc.
200 Pineola St. Newland 828-737-3060  (iT"H

www.highcountrymahindra.com
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ﬁns.ﬁctaf Kindness

By Fick and Cindy Metcer
Burke Coumgy

I don't know abowt you . but it seems o me
that bad news and “umrest™ is all around s these
dayz. It only takes uming on the TV to your f3-
vaorite news channel or checking today's “headlins
nofifications™ on your elecoronic devices to find
ot that distress and calamity saturate the world
we live n today.

Honestly my spirits are lifted when I see a
Facebook post or someone calls you up o tall yom
of a “random act of kindness.” For a brief moment, there is bops that people stll
care sbout the humman race.

I recently came across a story that maly brightened my day. The following
story abont Fodney and the omeless shelter could be a story about you, me and
many others as we seek w be part of the solution and mot part of the problem.

Ro Fooberson conld tell it was going to be a bad night. Working at a home- : e N o i 2 :
less ﬁfﬂtﬂpﬂyﬁsmw smﬁhe’dmmiﬁnmﬂtuchﬂ- MMMMMMNMIHM. Fain splatrered the

cold ground outside. Socom all the shehter’s cots and sleeping mats were taken, Tt
sireet people kept coming. Arpuments broke our. People
cursed angrily. Some began to fight over sleeping mats.

In the midst of this fension a largs man named JTose
stumbled in and threw dowm kis sleeping mat. Blanszimg
{ 1o vank off his boots, he collapssd in 8 drunken stupor.
| The stench from Jose's fest quickly filled the air. People
nearby msisted that Rodney do something aboat it

The obvious solution was to persuade Josa to take a
| shower, but Rodoey could not rouse kim. Jose was breath-
ingz, tui he sesmed dead to the world. Fodney and o
coworkers discussed hauling José to the shower, but he
weighed more than 20 pounds.

Some of the sireet people demanded that Fodney
drag Jose back out to the sidewalk. But others bowled in
protest. It seemed that for anyone to win, someone had to
lose

Bur then Fodney got an idez—why not bring the
¥ shower to José? He found a wash basin and some lemon-
scanted dishwashing iguid. Enesling by the dnmken
man, he began to peal off his flthy socks. The stench
4 almost overwhelmed him

Bur for several mimates Rodney scrubbed Tosa's fest
with 3 soapy washcloth. He carefully dried themn with 3
towel. Suddenly he noticed he was sumoumded by people.
Fodoey stood up warily and looked around.

Everyone was grinning ar him—even those who'd
complained the loudest. In fact, people be'd never seen
smiile hefore were prinning Men and women of all races
were engaged m what was taking place.

A guiet hnsh had fallen over the shelier. There wounld
e no more shouting or threats that night. People with
sleeping mats gave to someons without one. The con-

& * flict was over. It kad been washed away by someone
W|th 1 500 who didn’t need to take sides_ someone who didn’t nead
, - fo sCore points, someone willing to be, like Jesus, chief

Buy any Energy Smart Home " G ct ofKidmes o chnge e office. One
and get $1,500 toward utility bills. Rttt

act of nnselfish love can change a family. One actof
bridges. Dr Luke spoke of our heavenly Father as the one
whao is “kind to the unthankful and evil” (Luke 6:35). God
A Himself models kindness for us in all of His actions. Ha

mmvites ws to be kind to those around us today.
This story of Fodoey, Toze, and the men and women in
the homeless shelter jolt my mind when I think how mamy

hUH'ES mmes I oo could have calmed a storm around me. The

simple, random acts of kindness that we conld do, almost
sesmm oo great 4 sacrifice for us many dmes. but those sac-
rifices pale in comparison to the sacrifice that Jesns gave,

1276 Burkemont Ave. 50 that we might have eternal life.
Morganton, NC 2B655 uy t oo Trust Jesus to give you the courage to be a “Rodney™

(B28) 433-B455 to someons today.

cloytonmorgantoen.com SOV YIRS SRV AN M S Rici- \ercar is the pastor of the Morganion Seventh-day
Adventizt Church af 2187 Jomestown Road, Morganton.
Thay can be reached at 570-520-35347 or ¢jmercoraids.
nat. Check ouf wiw. morganioncda org. Their patoion i
to share tha love of Jesus with all who will listan.

www brenews . com July 2017 - Blue Bidge Chnistian Mews page 20



Quality is our Priority
Quality of Expertise. Quality of Care. Quality of Service.
Quality of Life. For more than 45 Years, PruittHealth has been

providing peace of mind to our patients, residents and clients.

Committed to Caring

Our health centers offer a wide range of care options, including
short-term rehabilitation to get you well and back home again,
or more traditional care in a skilled nursing home setting,

Proven Professionals

In the world of ancillary medical services, one company pro-
vides single-source solutions that satisfy both the patient’s and
the health management organization’s best interests.

Best Nursing Homes
PruittHealth announces that 17 of its skilled nursing and
rehabilitation centers were recently recognized as the “Best”

by U.S. News & World Report.

We offer a spectrum of serices allowing patients to
receive the uninterrupted care they need within the
same family of providers.

» Skilled Nursing

* Physical Therapy

» Occupational Therapy

» Speech Therapy

* Medical Social Work

» Nursing Assistants

Serving Mitchell, Yancey, Avery and surrounding counties.

it PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

Mitchell (828) 688-3421 | Yancey (828) 682-7825 | Avery (828) 733-1550

www.PruittHealth.com

he PraittHaslth Organization complias with spplicabla Federal civil ights laves and doos rot discriminate on the basis of race, color, netional corigin, ags, dsabiity, or sex.
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Need Gutters?
Call Energy Savers Now!

E57 ENERGY

SAVERS

EXTERIORS

2601 Hwy 19, Suite 3 » Spruce Pine, NC » §25-46/-9950
wayne.energysavers@gmail.com

828-467-9959
Wayne Peight

CNA positions available. Part-time
and Full-time. Flexible hours.

Call §28-765-4343 for more information

or apply anvtime at our office Monday
through Friday between 7:30 am and 4:00
pm. 125 Skyview Circle. Spruce Pine, next
to the Chevy dealership.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Easy Online Ordering

WITH QLR MOBILE AFF

& DOWNLOAD

GET YOUR FIRST REWARD
WHEN YOUW DOWNLOAD #

Happy Father’s Day
Tap the App for:

Exclusive specials & offers
Lipdates & notifications
Digital Punch

Bl

= DU menu
MNews, events & more!

828-765-9151

T et L

WESTERN SIZZLIN SPRUCE PINE

'- AppSene =

South Hwy 226 » Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shopping Center

Mitchell County SafePlace

Srd Annual Love=Respect Billboard
and Print Ad Contest Winners

By Beth Davis
Mitchell County

Mitchell County SafePlace 13 prond to announce the
winners of our 3rd Annmal Love=Fespect Billboard
and Print Ad Contest.

Mirchell High School Freghmman Fierra Carpenter
won the billboard competifion with her haunfing image
about dating violence. Sadly, most teenagers do not
realize that Intetpersonal Vielsnce (IBY) is not himited to physical abmse. Many,
many victims share how paindial and difficalt it is to overcome verbal beat-downs
and name-calling. And worse, many young pecple keep this abuse to themsehres.
Eiema’s siriking message illastrates how wery real this problem is. Her powerful
eniry will be displayed on a hillboard in Mitchell County for one month.

Freshmen Ashley Feniro and Laure] Self claimed the winning prize for their
print ad Their art-imitates-life ad presents a familiar scenano that is more com-
mon than some parents may realize. In fact, the harsh fact is that | in 4 teenage
girls are sevually azsaalted befors they reach adulthood Mitchell County Safe-
Place is also prowd to uss their compslling ad in brochures and on posters.

Contestants were asked to submmit criginal artwork depicting something thay
had learned about dating violence, unhealthy relationships, or sexmal assault in
iheir Safe Dates class. The winners received $100 zift cands.

Safe Dates is an 3-week class ked by Mitchell County SafePlace Education
Specialist, Kellie Wiseman Biggs This evidence-based program teaches our
yvoung people the waming signs of abuse, calming strategies, how to properly deal
with anger, and how to help a fiend who is abusive or being abused. Each vear
every dth and %th grade student is offered the opporiunity to participate i the Safe
Diates class.

Mitchell County SafePlace congratulates all of these voung women on their
exceptionszl work for this project! Great job, ladies!!

Eoilie Wiseman Biggs, Mirchell
Coungy SgfePlace Education
Specialist

board Contess Winning Extry by Michad] High
School! Freshman Kerra Carpenior.
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Mirchall Couniy SgfePlace Love=Rerpect Print Ad Contes? Winning Extry By
Mitchell High School Freshmmen Launel Saif and 4shley Renfro.

Bath Dviz iz the Resource Development Coondingtor af Mitchell Cownty Sqfe-
Place. 5he can be reached af 828-T85-4015 or bethbdmist@gmail.com
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Enjoying Everyday Life

The Change That Transformed My Life
By Joyce Meyer

I started smoking when I was nine vears old and smoked
for mamy years. I liked it! 50, when I decided to stop, it
was really difficult for me.

Every time I fried to quit, I"d last a few bours and then
I'd be munming aroumd, digging cigaretie uatts out of the
trash or looking for cigarettes in oy coat pockets — amy-
where I could think to look for them!

I didn’t have success unal T ot a revelation: I was barying mopself in defeart
with negative confessioms.

I had to stop talking moyzelf out of my
victory.

Thankfully, I finally realized that I was
causing myself to fail through the nega-
tive things I was saying about oryself.
For a long time, I would say, “T just
| know I could never quit smoking. And if
I did I'd probably gain a kot of weight *

But God was able to get throush to
me evenmally and belp me see thar if I
didn’t change the way I was talking I
wouldn't change Then He began fo put
8 desire in my heart to start speaking what I wanted not what I had.

I started saying things like “T can't stand to smoke! Thess things stink amnd
they e expensive. [ don’t smoke anymore!”

At first, I felr silly doing this because I would make these declarsrnons while I
was smoking. However, within about a wesk of changing nny confession I real-
ized I now had the grace of God o guit smoking.

What I leamed from this expenence is I cannod rise above my own confession.
And T discovered it takes two things to get the mowth under control: a lot of help
from God and discipline snd self-conirol.

Grod tanzht me o ralk like Him.

Proverbs 18:21 savs, “Death and ijfe are in the power of the torgne...” And
Hebrews 4:14 zays that Tesus is our great High Priest and we should “hold fiusr
our confezsion [of finth and cling fenaciously fo ouwr abrodute frust in Him as
Savior]” (AMEBC).

The word confession means “wm say the same thing as.™ A the High Priest of
our confession, Tesus can only do what we're saying that agrees with His Word.
S, it's wital for us as Christians to leam how to speak the Word of God and mot
Just say things based on our feelings or what other people have said abont us.

Wow, I believe we'll have greater success with this if we concentrate on what
we should be doing with our mowth, rather than focusing on &l the things we
shonldn't say. It's self-defeating to go around saying things like, “T shouldn't do
that... I"d bester not do this. .

I want to encourage vou to really fisten to yvourself and locate vourself. Where's
your heart” The Bible says out of the sbundance of the heart the month speaks
(zee Luke 6:45). We nsed to stop saying, “Oh I didn’t reean that T was just kid-
ding.” And we need to start being accountable for the words we speak.

The math is, the things we say come from something that is formed in our heart.
5o, you can determine where vour heart is by lstening to yourself You can hear
bitterness and pealousy. . insecurity and nnhappiness.

How do you falk while vou're going through a hard time? Or when vou don’t
zet what yvou want? Femember that what vou say reveals the real vou!

Changing the way yvou talk will change vour heart.

Dho you need a change of heart? All of us do. We all have room fo grow in our
relationship with God. And the way to make progress is to speak His language.
When you do, you'll. ..

= Bless everything vou can possibly bless. The Bibls says we have the power to
bless or curse with the words of our mouth  (See Tames 3:8-10.)

= Be thankful and =sv so! (See Psalm 10d-4.) Don’t just think shout howr much
you appreciate someone — tell them!

= Be an encourager. Make an effort to give somepne an encouraging word every
day.

= Tell the tuth!

= Spezk the Word of God. Becite and memorize verses that deal with things von
wiant fo change or overcome, such as anger, unforgiveness, meecunity. ..

= Stop falking too much. Be gquick to hear and slow to speak. {See JTames 1:19.)

Grod wamts you to pray and ask Him to help yvou use your mouth to say the nght
things. When vou do, it will change vour life!

Jayce Meyer iz a New Tork Itme: besizellimeg author and fumder of Jovee Mewr
Afimiziries, Inc. She has authored move than 100 boolks, mcluding Barfighield gf
the Mind and Overload: How to Unplug, Uwwing and Unleash Tourzelf from the
Preczure gf Stress (Hachette). She hosts the Erjoying Everpday Life radie and TF
programs, whick air on hundreds of stafions worldwide. For more fjformarion,

VISiT WHWWL O CeTEyar org.
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HAPPY

A4TH OF
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Pray to Your God,
For Your Country & Your Family
TheyAll Give Us Our Freedom

Xl

FHIL’E TIRE SERVICE
617 Wast Main Strost
Burmswille, NC 28714-2737
(828) 682-2421

WE ARE TAKING NEW OB P,ﬂTIEN TS
NOW AND ALWAYS

Despite the planned closure of Labor & Delivery
in Spruce Pine, we will continue to provide
prenatal care services.

If you dre expecting. pledse call us
toestuablish care with one of our providers:

Phillip Mitchell, MD
James Carroll, MD

Dorothy DeGuzman, MD
Kirstin Rule, CMNM

WEARE COMMUNITY OWHNED.
WELOWVE OUR PATIENTS.
WE PROVIDE CARE FOR YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY.

Baskersville Community Health Center
688-2104
Celo Health Center
675-4116
Spruce Pine Health Center
688-2104

FOUUHTAIN COMMUNIT Y
HEALTH PARTHERSHIP

Slomen = Men = Children

Trig Tt s s Eaiil

- Hair

= Parms

= Cwts

= Highlighting

arke Vicky H I_|t|::l-|
1'_':2:_ O50-8150 o
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Current News
By Dioug Sudduth
Mitchell County

Four Mitchell High Schoel seniors were recognized ag
“Smdents of the Month™ for hay at the Thorsday, May 18,
regular meeting of the Fotary Club of Sprace Pina.

Seniors Megan Townsend, Tivia Clark, Trsten
3°Shields and Allie Biddix told the clob abont their time
as stedents at Biichell and their plans for life afrer kigh
schonl

Biddix 1s imolved in the Faohire Business Leaders of America, or FELA, the
student coumneil and the aviation clob ar Mitchell 5he works par time at Jermi's
Seafood in Spruce Pine and plans to major in enviroomental aod civil enginesring
at M.C_ Stafe.

She iz an SECTJ scholarship recipient.

07 Shields will arend Mew York University and smdy acting on a half-schal-
arship. He is an afficer in the Internationsl Thespian Troupe and said perform-
ing ars smdents are kaving pmalktiple fondraisers to pay for the Toupe’s [mp o
Mebrasks this summer.

He enjoys acting and said his faverte rele was as Edward Bloom in “Big Fish.™

“High School is hard, ™
0°Shields said. “But, [ realize it
was all worth it mow ™

3*Shields =aid he has slways
qunped at aoy chance to sing
and damce.

“It’s kind of ridiculons.” he
szid “But, I'm kind of ridicu-
loms.™

Townsend aloo has a love of
acmmg. She will attend Aary-
mont Manhattan College in
Hew Yook Ciiy and major in

; i Pictured, from lgft, is Rotary President Alex
fext. She thanked Mtchell per- " :
i Glover, Senior af the Month Tha Clar, Senior
forming arts teacher Greg Frank- i g :
lin and said she would niimsteby qf the Month Tristen O Shields, Senior qf the
like to get her doctorate. Month Megan Townsend, Senior af the Month
Allie Biddoe and Mirchell High Schoo! Guid-

Clark iz a member of the
Mitchell drama club and chorns, ‘W@ Counselar Gramt Sparks.

A smdent of acting alen, the sxid Franklin once told her, “Acadenucs pive 3
school its structure, but performing ams gives it its soul.”

Clark has worked part mme at Ingles for two yvears and said she has been count-
ing down the days umtil gradustion since middle school

An incident imvolving 3 family member pigued her infetest in crime and she
wants to become a forensic scienfist. She plans to complete her basic classes at
Mayland Community College before fransfemng to a four-year university.

Aitchell High School guidsnce counselor Grant Sparks infroduced the students.

- =
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At their weekly meeting on Thorsday, Juns 15,
the Rotary Chaob of Sprace Pine presented a $500
scholarship to Diavis Sutton, 3 member of the
Mirchell High School Class of 2017.

Buddy Thornton spoke to the Botary Chib of
Sprace Pine Thiosday, May 25, sbout a career
that took him from rocket science to rock ‘o' roll
Thomton worked on several space-related ships
such as the Satum V' and Skylak and projects and
was sound engineer for multiple major mnsic
acts, most notsbly The Allman Brothers Band. £ tonured with Sufion i Rotar-
I:H:ﬂ:l.'llahls speach, Thombon mentioned Gregp tan Elaine Percival, who
Albman's miling health In an mstance of umin- presented Sutton with the
tentional forsshadowing news broke two days  Sonolarship.
later Allman had died from complications of liver g
cancer. He was 9.

Growmg up in 19505 Alabama, Thomion spent
3 lot of time building radios, tobe amplifiers
and playing music. Thomton spoke about “The
Impacts,” @ band he and a friend formed in high
schon] in which Thormton played bass guitar
Adfter ligh school, Thomton entered college
&5 a chemistry major. As a college sophomore
Thornton bepan workmg at the harshall Space
Flight Center with Dionzlas Aircraft Astronsutics
in Humtsville, Alghama.

Riotary President Aley Glover
After 3 coupls of years, Thornton left the sero-  presents music and aerospace

nautics field and moved to Macon, Georgia, to
wiork at a friend’s studio, Capricorm Bacods.

He worked in Macon unil 1976, when be
moved briefty to Los Angeles to work at Becord
Flant Smdios. Chris Stone. one of the studio cwners, put Thormiton in towch with
fellow Litle Switzerland resident Bill Szymczvk, who was ar the fme building
Bayshore recording studio in Miami's Coconut Grove,

When Bayshore Later closed, Buddy left the nmsic business and went to work
2s an BF enginest for the 32448th Test Wing at Eglin Air Force Base in Valparaiso,
Florida Afier a yvear in the Florida Panhandle. he mowved to belboume, Florida,

engineer Buddy Thormton
Trurzday, May 23, with a lo-
calfy handmade Rotary mug.

whera he worked for the rest of his engineening career on Joint Stars and other
programs as 3 defence confractor.
Thomtoen retired from the defense industry in 2009,
Thomton and his wife, MManreen live v Littls Switzeriand

The Rotary Club of Spruce Pine at its regular meeting Thursday, June 8, heard
from Hospice and Palliative Care Clindcal Director and registered ourse Lisa
Boone.

Boone spoke to the chalb about frending changes im local hospices to for-profic
and the benefits afforded by Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blne Fidge for
remaining local and nonprodit.

“TWe are one of the few local hospices
remaining,” she said. “We were recenthy
accredited, we are patient-centered and
francparent.™

Hospice added palliative care which is
sympiom management, fo the services it
provides four years ago.

“Palliztive care is for people who may
not be termimally ill, but have a chromic
illeess,™ she szid. “Iainky, we have a team
of people — CIWAs, marses, social workers, -
wolontesrs — that support people, regardless  Picnoed, from lgft, s Rotarian
of age, with comfort and quality of life.™  Tim Hayes, Hospice and Pailiative

Eoone said Hospice's June 3 golf towrna- Care gf the Blue Ridee Clinical
ment, the agency’s biggest annual fund- Supervizor Lisa Boone and Hospice
raiser, raised $11_000. Outreach Programs Coondinator

Brant Price.

Phote By Brandon Foberts
Mamative By Brandon Boberis

Dovg Sudduth iz the Public Relafions Officer for the Spruce Ping Rotary Cluk.

NEED CASH?

We pay CASH for anthing of value.
We also pay CASH for gift cards.

{brirng your card in and we will fell you how muoch we can pay)

o

.an}n,; Fourth
af Hh;

Mnnntam&er Pawn Shop

12513 5. 226 Hwy. » Spruce Pine, NC

(828)765-7651
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By Pastor Bruce Cannon
Mirchell Connty

"La, children are an herifage gf the LORD: and the fiuit
af the womd 5 Ris reward. ” (Psalm 127:3)

As T write this srocle I am siting in a hospital room
where nv daughier is about to give birth to our first
grandchild We have just passed midmight. My hear is
so full of emotion. I am so excited about mesting this
precions little gift of the Lord: yet I see my younzest
damghter wrestling with the pains of labor. Wy beart goes out to ber. T 2m praying
that God will ease her pam, help her through the next hours and protect our liftles
baby as he prepares to make his entrance.

I panse to remembser that by the time you read this aricle Foly will be here and
we all will be making plans for 2th of Foly celebrations. This canses me to reflect
on the many whoe made buge sactifices over the centuries that my famdly and I
might be able to celebrate free-
dom_ wimess the birth of this
baby and have the tremendpus
privilege of being in a medical
facility that is state of the art.

I then begin to count nry
blessings. I live in the most
bemuful part of our State. I
pastor a Church of people
who love me and whom I love
for my little girl right now. I live in 8 Country where I can worship God without
fear of reprisal. I worship a God who has all power, who is always present, who
Eknows everything and who loves me so oooch, How mmch more blessed conld I
be?

My daughter is now pacing the foor, rocking back and forth trying to ease her
pain. It won't be long nowr until we meet this little fellow. His name will be Ben-
jamin There is absolutely no telling what this one. who has been prayed for since

What I promise to do is to pray for him dsily, live oy lifs to the very bast of oy
ability that e will always ses Christ clearly in me and spend just as nach ame
with him as possible
Rav. Bruce Canmon currently serves as the Senior Pasior of Bear Creek Bapiist
Chunch in Bakersville. Formerly he served az Director of Mizsions for the Bladen
Baptit Arzociation and kas sevved on the General Board of the Baptist State Con
vanfion af North Caroling.
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HOSPICE

HONORS elite

This certificate i awarded 1o

HOSPICE OF YANCEY COUNTY

for continuously providing the highest level of satisfaction through care as measured from tha patient's pomnt of view.

828-682-9675
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Mina Mastandrea Content Mansgzer
Avary Covngy

Omline Human Services program rapked smong best
in the 1.5,

BAMNER ELE M.C. —In a recent ranking by
AffordableColleges com that listed the 23 best online
buman services programs for 2017, the Less-McHae
College cnline Hunan Services degree received a top
spot.

“ur ranking Hists some of the best homan services
degrees offered across the nation ™ according fo the A fFordable College website.
“The schools inﬂﬂsrnnkingm:hnsnmnfﬂm muost affordsble. allowing you to
maEximize youT [eUID o0 iDvesiment ..

A respurce for online learning and college affordability information A fford-
shleColleges com hopes o help prospective students find schools and programs
that maich their edncational interests while stll being affordable. according o a
TeCent press release.

“When calculating the rankings, we
use the most recent data available from
the Inteprated Ppstsecondary Education
Diata System (TPEDS)" according to Af-
fordableCollepes com. “Fum by the T1.5.
Deparmment of Edncaton, IFEDS offers
ahility, academic pedigree, and online’
thsmn:eleannngpmgmm

of Applied Ants and Sciences in Human
Services program here: Imc eduhumanservices

Hestled in the Blue Ridge Mountins of western Morth Caroling, Lees-hMcFae
College is a private, four-year college offering diverse baccalaureste degrees,
strong athletic programs and onstanding faculty. Field-specific career preparation
znd hands-on leaming enhanee the broad core comicuhom. For more information,
please visit worw b edn or call 828 808 5241,

Nina iz rthe content manager of Lees-McRae Collepe

May 1, 2017

Ll

e e ey

DEYTA

PGS

o

www. brenews. com

July 2017 - Blue Fadge Chnstian News page 25



THE

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE

“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accepi all major insurance plans
*Drive-thra window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
*Over 150 years of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
*Azk about our “Healthy Kids Program™

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914

The Mystery of the Gospel

By Jason Kocn
Burke County

I his letiers, the Aposile Paul refers to the
mystery of the Gospel ar least fifteen mmes,
aight dmes saying that it had been hidden in
ages past, bur “now revealed” 1o the Chuoch,
Clearly, this myvstery s iyportant fo the Chris-
nan life bat what is it” People have proposad
different ideas, but wher wa look ar these pazzages, we find a very clear explana-
ton of this nivstery, and we also find thar it i3 3 hoge key to the mccess and the
haalth of the Chuach and of it misston in the world.

Ephasians 3:6 says that this oyystery is that “the Geniles are fellow hewrs, mem-
bers of the zame body, and parfakers gf the promize in Chriss " To us, this may
ot seem parfonlarly profound, but io the First Ceatary, this was a radical shift o
the way [srael thought sbout ther relatonship to God. lsrael saw thamsalves as
the exchusive chosen people of God, which means that oo one else had amy right
to call themsalves God's people, and they saw their purpese as simply kesping
themsalves separaed from the rest of the world  Sound famuliar” In many ways,
we haven't come as far in the last 2000 years as we'd like to think. Mow, Paul,
this followsr of a limle-known Fabbt named Jasus starts talking about the Genrlas
bamg grafied . Who conld imazine such a thing” That the Gennles would be
members of the same bodyT Israsl 15 the body. [srzal is the anly pamaker of the
proamize. and as the people of God, our rasponsibilicy is 1o keep as far away fom
them a3 possible.

Toow it is mue thar God's Word clearly savs that we nead 1o be careful vot to zet
mdxed up m evil, Bevelaton tells us to ooms
ouf and e separzte. It makes sanse. wa nmst
defend the faith, keep the Gospel wmstzined,
bt what are we defending” We're defending
this mrystary, hidden for ages, bar now revealed
o His Church; that the wall of separation Las
bean removed and rederaption is availabls to
evaryone, and leok at what this mystery did
m Panl’s life. Colossians 1:28 sqvs, “waming
everrone and faching evervons wirh ail wis-
dow, that we may precent GUariona Mafung in
Chrise " Paul has given his life to0 waming and
teaching so that everyons may have a0 oppor-
ity to be made complets in Chnst This is
the mystery of the Gospel; that God s buildins
for Honself 3 Kingdom made up of people fom evary mbe, every fongne, every
nabon, and every ethnic group. How dare we v to g2t in the way of this?

Finally, Ephesians 3210 tells us, “so shar throwgh the church the maniibid
wirdon gf God might now be made kmeven. © This nwystery is that the Gospel 13
Zoing tor go to the ends of the earth apd God's Eingdom will be preachked in all
of creaton. We heard this from Jasus in the Gospel of MMatthew, but bere we sze
spmething even more astonisking, Even those who doz’t belisve, even those who
will never partake in the novstery themselves will be able to ses the wisdom of
rod made koown to them through ws! Have you ever thoughkt about what an awe-
spme responsibility this 157 That thoongh ws, God is showing His wisdom o the
world, As believers, the way we live and the things we live for demoasmate the
Wisdom of God to 2 watching world, As Fassell Moors wrote, "The Churchis a
preview of what the mizn of God o Christ is to ook lke. A colony of the coming
Kingdom "

Jazon Koon iz Paster of Bridged I Churnch in Marganton, NC.

By Dustin and Kary DuncaniMcDowell Foster Parents)

Many times as a foster family people will ask us how we
do what we do. How can vou accept a child as vour own
and then letf them go? The answer is very simple. With
all these children have already lost foster families can
give them something they will never have ro lose again.
We can give them HOPE. Hope thar evervthing will be
ok. I believe that the children we have fostered were pur
in our lives for a reason. We have been able fo share our
love and the love of Jesus Christ with children that may
have never got that chance. Every child deserves fo be loved even if we can only do it for a little while.
It is better to have loved and lost than never te have loved at all. Alfred Lord Tennyson. Fostering is the
hardest, most REWARDING thing yvou will ever do. Give a child HOPE become a foster family.
Contact McDowell DSS fo begin your foster family journey. 828-652-3355
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The Summit Church--Morganton
Step Inta The Temple lsaiah &:1-8

B Jazon Webb
Burke Coungy

Bazeball season is bere If 13 upon us. Can von
fael it The smell of the frech cut ourfield grass, the
dust of the mfield, the crack of the bat. hot dogs on
2 grill at the ball park. .2l things that corme to muind
that [ enjoy about bazeball season.

From Linle leazus felds and the parents'
exmeme support of their kid's team, o the major
league parks and rawcons screams of 20,000 fans,
the excitenent of the game pennaates this dme of vear. I'm renunded of 2 song by
John Fogerty that many of you will keow:

!l I beat the drum and hold the phone, the run came out foday

Fa'mo born again, there's new gpass on fe ) 'F-F id

Jusr a-roundin third and headed for kome, 11’7 @ brown eved handsome man
Amyone can understond the way I feal

O, put e in Cogch, I ready fo play, foday
Pur me in Coach, Mm ready fo piay, foday
Look at me. I can be Center Freld

Oifientimes, when 2 pitcher would thoow a ball past me, I'wonld channel my
imner Cromer Pyle, and allow a
Sha-zam or (all-les to escape [
couldn't keep up with the speed of
the piiches so I tarped to two oth-
er sports - golf & church leagme
softirall COme of those hasg the ball
being held stationsry on 2 tee,

4 and the other has the ball being

f§ thrown at vou at a pace similar to
that of a snsil. These two I conld

hamdla.

Wlnch like the excitemeant we feel when going to 2 ballpark, Isatabh writes in
claper § of baing in te presence of God. Imagine the way hos beam raced. his
pulse quickenad. and bow he conlde't believe his eves. Trv to fathom the awe he
falt as he stood m the presence of the Lord.

Izatah 6:1-8 ESW
I, In the vear that King Uzzinh died I sow the Lond sitting upon a theone,
hizh :1'-1.:'.' lifted wp, and the mai of Hiz rabe filled the remple.
2. Above Him sfood the Sﬁ':f‘u:'rp'?':'ﬂ Each had six wings: with hwe ke coverad
bz face, and with swo he covered his foel, ana with feo he flew
3. And one called fo another and zaid
"Haly, holv, holy is the Lond af hests;
The whaie earth is full of Hiz glory!™
4, And the foundarions of the threshelds thook af the voice of kim wiho
cailled, and the howse was filled with zmoka,
J. dAnd I said: "Woe iz me! For I am lost; for Tam a man gf unclean lips; for
my @ves have seen the Emg. the Lond of hosi!”
4. Then one of the seraphim few fo me, having in his hand a buming coal
rhat he had taken with fongs from the altar
7. And be touched iy mourh and zaid: "Behald, this har rouched your Hips;
your guilt is faken away and vour sin afoned for "
&, And I heard the vorce of the Lord sgying, "Whem shall I zend, and whe
will go for us?" Then [ send, "Here I am! Send ma "

S0 many empetions thar would've passed thm my mind... what do you thank
passad throuzh Tsaiah's? Iwould've besn dumbsmmck, floored, blown away.. lsz-
iah had o hawve felr all that and mors, up o aod including fear, hopelessness and
rademprion,

Let's set the stage for what [saiah encounters m thes passage Chapter § stams
off by stating that thesa svents happened in “the year Hing Tzziah died". Fimg
Uzzizh died soonewhere around 740 BC. Ind Fings 13:5 tells ns thar he aas
smack with leprosy for disobeying God. Sems ancient Hebrew texts notate 1z-
ziah's litaral death af this time, while others state that ha was considared to have
died when he confracted leprosy. Uzzah kad beew 2 good Eing for [irael, reiznms
as well as any other King had, According to the BMatthew Henry Comanesntary,
Tsatah was allowed to se2 this vision 25 8 remindst that even thonzh the king of
Israel had died. the Eing of Kingzs =6l sits on His throne.

Izaish is sble 1o see several facets of God - but thesa three are emphasized
above the rest: God's majesty, manscendevce, and His holinsss, God's majesty is
shown by the size of God's robe. The scripmars says thar the mam of it filled the
temple. Tnst. The Trzin! The main of His robs sarved 2 the mantfestation of Gods
majesty and glory, filling the chugch, ie the whole of creation, filling, enriching,
and beminfving it with Hiz prezencs,

His ranscendence is pur on display by the fact thar His throee iz descrtbed
25 high and lfed up, not st physically over the throwes of earthly kings, but
exalied in a place of rule and lordship cver therm, God's throae demanded itself o
be sean in three disdnct ways - 1. A throne of glory, which we mmst worship. 2. A
throne of govermment, which we moust be subject to. 3. A thoone of gzrace, to which
wa may baldly spproach.

God's holimess is presented to Isaizh o nmlaple ways. 1. He s unable o s22
Grpd face o face. In Exodus 33, we see Mpses asking God to show lim Hiz glory.
Grod responds o Moses saying, " Jwill make all my gocdness pass bgfore you and

will proclaim before vou my name, The Lord" ... Bur you canner mee my face, for
man shall not see Me and fve".

Dlext, we s2e the seraphim standing above the throne. They ars sinsing pratse
to the Lord, "Holv, holy, boly is the Lord Almighty. The whols earth i3 filled with
His glory". When they praizad God, their voices shook the door posts and thrash-
olds of the remple, and the remiple Ailled with smoke Imagine how Izatab felr
How mack o awe be st have been of the scane that was surmonding hir'

Imagine how e awe [saiab nost have b=en! How would vou have rescted to
2l of that? Bemember the ball player from the song Canter Field? All the excite-
ment of being back muthe acton” Is it possible Isatah conld have experneaced that
excitement” Suge it is. However, reality soon showed up.

Tsaiah was in fear for bos Hfe. In verse 5, [saiah says "Woe fo mee, for Jam a
man af unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of o people g unciean lips: for v
eves have seem the Kmg, the Lord of hosts!™

Az spon a5 Izarah said that one of the seraplom Hew to hnn, carrving 3 buming
coal that he had taken from the altar The seraphom touched the coal to Isaiah's
lips, and said, "Baekald, this has tenched vour ips vour guill is taken away, and
your sin i atened for " The touching of the coal to Isaiah's lips is very key o this
sacnion, becanse if purifies him and prepares himn for what comes next. We also
seg purificaton by fire in Malachi 3.3, where scropnare reads "He will 5it a5 a me-
finer amd purifier af srheer. " The silver refiner nses fre o remove the impuarites
from the sthver, so he can sae his Dmage o the stlver, This is EXNACTLY what God
was doing hera!

Crod speaks. Directly to Isaizh, "Whom shali I send? And wiho will go for ws?"
Izaiah then answers, "Here am I Send ma"

All of the interaction in the first seven versas leads up to thes mwomenr bemveen
Izaiah and God. God allowed Tsziah into the throne roem to receive confirmation
that even thongh King Uzziah had died, God was stll very mwch alive. That He
allowed Izaiah to observe His majesty, ranscendence, sed holiness first hand,
zarved a: exmra reinforcement for the call which Isaizh was sbout to answar. The
saraphim that touched his lips apd removed his gt had done so in order that
ha might snswer God's call. Thea finally, the call itself came. God asked who He
conld send, and Isaiah quickly suswered that be wonld zo.

Whew that moment comes, and God iovites yon inte His throoe roeo, what
will you do? As vou are being purified by the fire, wall you respond appropriately,
or will you fight along the way? Will your apswer be, "Here am I. Send me”,
when thar call comes your way? Will yvon respond with the eagernass of the ball
player o the song Center Freld? "Put me in, Coach. I'm ready to play™ should be
chanzad to * Put moe in God, T'mi ready to sarve"! Be ready, for wher God beging
1o develop vou mors, vou st be aware thar you will be asked w do more Fnow
alzo thar He will prepare vou purify von in the firs for what He will have you do
Bewilling to allow Gad to make von into the blessing He peeds won 1o be.

Jazon Webd i imvoived tn Prizon Minisoy at The Summi Church i Morgantan.

Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

LocaTED oM HwY. 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed

We have a huge variety of items including,
Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,

bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection ~Great Prices “Great Cause

\ 4

L0 | p= RRAFETEY

‘Hospice and ';Fufiiulivc

- LCare of the ‘[Hue 1J-EJd'3r, B,
W Formerty Honpce of (Wachel
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery County Chamber

Faly 1— Anmnal Foasting of the Hoz-Beach MMountsin

Safety Fest, Town of Seven Devils, Seven Devils

Fuly 1 & 2—An on the Green Hisiornic BE School, Bamner Elk

Taly 4+—Parades-Bammer Elk, Crossnone

Fuly §—The Bear Assault on Grandfather, Grandfather Bommtain

Fuly §-8—82nd Anmes] Gramdfsther Mountsin Highland Games, McRae hMeadows and
Grandfather hfountzn

Tuly B—Grandfather Marsthon Boons
Fuly-Angust—Sunday Swmmer Concerts, Fred's Genersl Store, Beach Monmtain
Faly 14-16—Fme Ar & biaster Crafits Festval, Historic BE School Banner Elk
Tuly 14-15—BEB() Boot Camip, Suzar Wi Beson

Fuly 22-33 Pet Fest, Hestoric BE School, Banner Blk

Burke County

Burke Coanty Chamber

Toasmasters Kick-0f Meeting, Fuly 20, 2017 fom 5:30 pm to 630 pm at The Leam-
g Center 414 East Parker Bid Morganton, WC To reserve you seat, please call 828-
580-5617 or email brhcleaningzenvicesibluendzehealth oz,

= Catawba Fiver Bapiist Associstion

We are putting together 5 mission team to serve I Chicszo aly 20-4umst 4ty The
neaﬂada%ﬁmmemﬁmﬂmmﬂmgmﬁaﬂnﬁmmphuemumﬂﬂﬂﬁ
oiffice. This trip will entzil copsmaction, VBS, testimonies and prayerawalking

= West Virgmia Mission Top

Wewill be taking a group o Fayeitevills, West Virgmia Faly 23-28 where we will do
VEBS, Mursing Home mimistry, Block Pantes as well &5 some light constraction. This
i a great mip for adukts and voush as well as families with children. The cost of 3200
per person mchades food, lodsing (slesping on A msttresses st Wew Fiver Baptist
Church), and supplies. For more informiation, registration and medical release fomms
please call pur CEBA office or email me at rsoithdmicrbame org

Catmwha Biver Bapdist Association will be leading a niission mip fo Cuba September
16-22 Thas will be an excitine trip whers we will do constrisction prayer walking,
persons] evangelism and preaching. The cost for the mp which inchades transporta-
tion, food, lod=ine and supplies is 32.000 per person. This trp is open to both men and
WO,

VES Information to Date:

Walker Fioad Baptst, 100 Walker Bd | Morgamon, BIC
Fune 2629 6200 pm - 3:00 pm

First Bapdst, 300 South Main 5z, Dreel

Fuly 2-11, 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

hfount Home Baptist, 2272 Monnt Home Church Bd . Morgamion, 2C
Faly 10-14. 2:00 am - 12:00 pm

Abee's Grove, 654 Abee's Cinowch Bd | Valdase, MC

Faly 12-15, 6:30 pm; 10000 am on Satarday

East Valdese Bapiist, 101 Eldred 5t Valdese MC

Faly 30-Aug 2 6:00 poo - 830 pm

First Bapdst, 300 Faet 5¢, }W, Valdese HC

Faly 30-Aug 3, 600 pm - &:30 pm

High Peak Bapitist, 3073 High Peak Bd  Valdese HC
Taly 31 - Aumpnst 4, 5245 pm - to 8:45 po; meal esch night

Christian Buziness Men's Connection (Morganton) - We are 8 movement of Men
in Expenience the Power of One God, the Ve of One kisn and the Leveraze of Oune
Team resulring in fhe Spiritesl Feprodocton among Bremsssmen . Plesse join ns for
hmch st one of our weskly Bible stndy meetings: Toesday, 12:00 noon at the Conmomn-
nity Howse, Morzanton  Contact: Wayne Giese £38-413-5819.

Aorganton Seventh-day Adventist-Buarle Coanty
Samrday, Jaby 1st., the Morzanton Seventh-gay Adventist Charch will be offenng
FFEE Blood Pressure Checks from 930 2m. - 10:00 am Al are mwited to stay for
Sabbath school (mumediately followms the blood pressure checks) worship service at
11:00 am., and FEEE vegetarian fellowship hmcheon afterorands!

Health Soctal - Sunday, Fuly 9th_ ar 5:30 pm Please bring a plant-based (non-dsiry
{ mom-mear) dish along with copies of your recipe to share. if you wonld like! Come
prepared to enpoy some sreat food and fon fellowship! For divections, plesse contact
Cindy at ET0-510-3048

LIFESTART FREE Seminar - Lesson howr to Lower Hypertension (High Blood Pres-
sure) Maturally: Tuesday, Fuly 11th | st 10000 am Location® Morganton Seventh-day
Adventist Charch, 2187 Tamestown Foad, BMorzanton M. 28655,
VES - Fruits of the Spint Biz Heart Farms - Where God's Fruit Grows! Plesse join
ns fior Vacation Bible School! hme 26th. - 30cth | from &:00 pomn, to 800 pan, at the
Morganton Seventh~day Adventist Chusch, 2187 Famestown Foad, Morganten, W.C.
28655, We will be learmnz shout the Froits of e Spirit in Galatisns Chepier 5!

Historic Validese - The outdoor drams "From This Day Forwsand™ witten by Fred
Cranford is the Hagship show of 0dd Colony Players. The sumumer of 2017 will mark
the 50t consecutive sesson of production. This drama tells the story of the Waldenses,
& people fror the srea known as the Cottian Alps i Morthern Traly near the French
bordar, and the founders of the Town of Valdase,

The 50th season 15 prowdhy directed by Eenneth Eay & Eim Cozort Exy
Baated P13 for Batile Scenes

Purchsss Tickets by calling 828-879-2129 order online |, or gef them the mzht of the
shomy with cash or check
Show muns Friday & Saturdsy staring Jaly 14 and ending Aveast 12 at 7:45pm

Waldensian Festival, Exclooff is Anpnst 11 and the Festival is Aug 12
TMew Entenamment nides for Al Azes! Crer 170 Food/ Ar'Crafi Vendors with ex-
tended hours for Atractions and Tours. Comne ot and help us Celebrate.

Arlow International Hickory Lighthouse Hickory Lighthouse meefinss are the
second Sanarday of each mowth.

McDiowrell Conniy

First Bapfist Church of AMarion - Belize Medicsl Mission Fagiciration is now
complete for the 2017 Belize Medical hission Trp. 14 are oobosrd and prepening o
provide free climics in 5 nnderserved villazes in the morthem Coroeal Distmict of te
coumiry. The team is corrently raizing fimds for medical supplies and medicines. Con-
imrbusticns are greztly spprecisted. Plesse make your donstions to FEC for the Belize
Medical Fund For more mfo. plesse consact Sooft Hagaman

WES will begm Tuly 10 thoonsh Foly 14 930w to 12:00pmb

Historic Marion Tailzate Marlket is open on Tuesday from 3 to § pm and Samnmday
from @ am fo 12 pm i dowmiesm Bsrion under the Trileate Wsrket shelfer

New HOPE of MrDowell (Alarion) - New HOPE of MrDowell is sasking 3 foll-tine
Asspciate Director - Shelter Manger MNew HOPE of McDowavell is a non-profit domestic
violence and sesmal assanlt agency located in McDowell Coumty, IC. This positon
includes bensfits such 25 emploves heslih insurance and paid vacaton, persoaal, and
sick time. The primary puarpose of this pesition is to provide direct client services and
advocacy to victms of domestic violence and sexaial assault and their children as well
ing direct leadership and supenqsion to all Client Services Advocates, and operating
under the direction and expectations of the Executive DirectorCourt Advocae and
Board of Directors.

Mitchell Counnty

Bear Creel: Baptist Church-Led=er - Bear Cresk Baptist Chnrch imviites everyone to
come o 5th Sunday Bight Snems feamring hark Fiobinson and Faithfil Hears, Faly
ENE 4B

Celebrate Becovery - This is a Christ and Biblicsl Based Program, giving hip and
help for men, women and fmilies suffering from sddiction. Any question contsct Josh
Wisem 385-0061

There will be a meetng every Thursday night with someone there o talk fo men,
winnen, and their families

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Cabeary Chapel Chinrch in A shensille is
sponsoring 3 home felloarship and Bihle Smdy m Sprscs Pine. The fellowship 35 held
on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm st 79 Sesn D (Estatoe area—off Broshy Creek Bad).
Call Jobn Jacksom TH0-793-3798 for infonmation snd directions. And bring your Bible.

Sappert Group Far Caregivers Of Those With Memory Loss to bold mestings the
first frday of each month fom 1-3P0
Care & Share, 3 newly-fonmed support group for caregivers of loved ones who have
memory loss, will hold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice & Palliative Care
of the Blue Fidze 335 Hospital Dr. n Spruce Pine, from 1:00 PM o 3200 PM. High
Coumiry Caregiver Foundation welcoemes and encourzges sl caresivers to sftend.
Families dealing with 2 loved one with memory loss can quickly become exthansted,
rammstized mmd isolated, and this mew sroap ntends o provide support, frisndship,
education information snd referrals for carepivers. BJonthhy mestines held on the first
Friday of each month will offer refrechments snd fallowship. There will be opporton:-
Exin support to others m the same siniation.
sell at {714) §14-5867 or Janet Onzts af jmatouzts/@yahoo com.

First Bapfist Church Spruce Pine - 35d Annusl Fund Baiser Baphist Men Golf Toor-
nament Hole in One, Mew Car, Fuly 1, 2017 1:00 Shotzomn Start
Gnﬁy&ﬂ&kﬁuﬁﬂmmiﬁﬂﬁthpﬁmmbﬂhﬂghﬂ:h

Corporate Sponsor $500.00 inchides 4 golfers large stan and 4 extra Mullinsans

Two fiighes. Capexine choice, Lone Drive, Closet to Pin, Putting Corfest

Motorcycle Sumday Fuly @, 2007 10c45am Be our Guest for 2 great time of worship
and nding, Lanch will follow the moming service, then 2 ride twowzh the back roads.
Spectal Parking for all Bikes, 125 Tappan 5t Sproce Pine, WIC, 4 additional info call
B2E-T65-9411.

Ahtchell Couniy Bapdist Association - WALE POR. JESUS
Sponsored by Minchell Baptist Association - Semrdsy, Faly 22, 2017
EBegins 1000 am.
— Siarting point — First Baptst Charch (Spooce Pie) parking kot
— Walk through upper sirest in Spmce Pine to City Drive-Tn
— Prayer stops along the way
— Walk back through lower smeet
— Endingz poing - back to First Baptist Chonch parking lot
All zges mvited — a tme for families, fimess and fon! Mo agendas, jnst 2 celebra-
tion of Jess Christ, and a prayer walk for our town, oor state. and our beboved nation.
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Bring sizns -- not politcal — just signs to hoor Jemas,

Vans will be provided for those who are unable to walk long distsnces. bot who sall
want o be imvolved. For more infommation contsct Witchell Baptist Association at
7652412

AMitchell Connty Chamber - The Spruce Pine BBC) and Bloesrass Festival will be
Fuly 14 and 15.

Aditchell County Historical Sociefy - Stones of Appalachia (Time and Location to be

detenmined) Steve Gilly and Rod Bdullen will present the story of George Carter, the
developer of the Clinchfield Failrosd

Miichell-Yomcey Substnmee Abuse Thashk Force - A conference sponsored by Youwth
o Yomch will be held ar Cueens University, Charlotte, WC on July 17-20. An awesome
leadership opporumity fo our youth fo leam and meke a difference with their peers in
the fight against dmes in our schools and convonmities Smme scholarships are avail-
sble. Contact the Task Force office for more information. Call 828-682-7890.

Eed Cros Elosd Donation - The American Red Cross serving Mitchell and Yancey
County has volontest positons open as Blood Donor Ambassadors assistmz in the
areas of Feception snd Hospitality at local blood doves in Spooce Pine and Burnsiille.
and meaminzfial way to serve an wrgent need throwzh fe Rad Cross. Dirives are held at
i Bumsville. Volnnteers senving in this role help the Fed Cross provide 3 great blood
donstion evxperience for donors - helping to save Lives. For more information and wo
apply o to hitpofamny redoross orgvohmteeror contact Eimberly Brewster, Vinluntesr
Services Specialist supporting the Michell and Vaneey arsa blood drives at kiniberiy,
brevrsterFredrross. org or £28-333-9800.

FPenland Schoal of Crafis—Summer 2007 Workshops at Penland S=y hello o Pen-
land's Summer 2017 workshop catslog, now online in foll 25 3 FDF! We're beyond
excited to have 97 great workshops oo offer this year. Teke 2 look and come join vs n
the stodios to build bikes or books or bowls or brooches or 7

Tipton Hill Community Foundation {Tipton Hill) — Coumniry Breskfast, the first Sat-
urday exch month, T-30— 10:30 am_ af the old Medwdist Cinrch, soposs from Jamry's
Store. Come join us for homemade sansage. scrambled aggs. sravy, jellies, prce and
coffes. Eat in or take-out all fionds suppaort the Tipton Hill Convranity Fonndstion

Woanen"s Prayer Brealdfast: 1 you wonkd like to join 2 proup of women whe ara
dedicated o praying, leaming shout God's will, and fellowshippine, come join ns for
breakfast at Helen's Festmumant in Bakersville. We will be ending by 10:00am. Open o
all-for more information call Barbara Hamell af 823-267-3644 or email at barbarahi
breoews.com.

Tancey County

Cabvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Cahrary Chapel Chumch in A sheville is
sponsoring a home fellowship and Bible Stody in Spruce Pine. The fellowship s held
on Thorsday evenings af 7:00pm at 70 Sean Dr. (Estatoe ares—off Bmchy Creek Bd).
We are stadying the Gospel of Jobn cusrently. (Call Jobn Jackson TE0-793-3799 for

Toe River Arts - TULY 8, 2017 - LIVE EVENT - 6-% PM, Dinner/Ensertzinment
Anction begins at 7 BM , 540 PER. PERSON

SILENT EVENT - 10 AM-5 PM_ reception 4-6 PM, BIDDING IS FREE

BUT YOU MUST REGISTER - Bumnsvills Town Center

Toamcey County Meals on Wheels (Burnsvlle) — Vohmnteers needed o deliver meals
o Yancey Coumty shnt-ins, amy weekday, 10030 am - noon. I yoo would hike to vohm-
teer, please call the Vancey Couniy Semior Center ar 828-682-6011.

Aayiand College
Understanding and Using Your Tax-Deduoctible Expenses (3 Hours)

Thers are mamy personal and businsss expences which are taw-dednctible that most
peopia do mot knowr shout What are these expenses smd howr can you use thens to
redoce vour Federal and State ncome tax bill T We will discuss these expensas. how fo
rack them and where fo record them for tax purposes.
76, Th, 5:30-8:30 pm , Fes Waived Branch MNewland 828 7661295

Five Tips You "Cotta™ Enow if You're " Gonna™ Grow (2 Hours) KEW!
Whether you are a starhap or established bosmess, there are five tips that are crtcal 1o
your success. Learn bow to put these siratezies towork I your small busmess. Leave
the class knowins five tactics to buld a swong foundation from which o gow. 7010,
B 5:30-T:30 pm. - Fee Waived Collins - Yancey 828.766.1285

How to Become a Networldng Natural (3 Hoors)
The buosiness world 15 doven by relationships. Metworknez your new or growing bus-
nesss i 3 planned and strategie fshion can have 3 positive inpect on saccess. Find oot
how o do it eshe. 711, T, 1:00-4:00 pm_ Fea Waived Snider
Riatchel] E28 7661205

Your Craft Business - How to Set Yourseif Apart (2 Hours) EW!
Being sble to distnzaish yourself from your compefition is 2n essential skill for every
creative entrepreneur. Leam how to identify what makes your arts'crafis umigne and
banild your business bramd around it Come to the beantifinl Yencey Lesming Center in
Eunmsville and "set yourself apart!” Sponsored by the Toe Biver Arts Counci] and the
Biayland Smsll Bosiness Center! 7711, T, 5:30-7:30 pn. Fee Wanved Snider - Yamoey
B28.766.1205

Smart Phone Photography for Business (2 Hoors) WEW!
In this ers of online zsles. fakne dimita] photos to market your product’sensice is cmczal
o sales. This class will equip stadents with tips and srasesies for mkins professions]
lookinz digital photes for websites, social media, and bosimess publications. 7713, Th,
530-7-30 pm - Fee Waived Momis
hiatched] E28 766 1205

How to Sell on Ebay and Etsy (2 Hours) Ebay and Etsy are popular websites for
selling A varety of items. This seminar will cover how to 52t up an scconat and budld an
oaling store at each site. Students will also lesm best practices and tips to sell! 7718, T,
530-T30 pom. - Fee Waived Anderson
hiinchel] B28. 7661295

Manage Your Business With Excel (2 Hours) Excel is 3 software program that
allows nsers to organize, caloolsie and formeat daga nsing fonmnlss. With s Excel
spreadshest 8 small bysiness owner can siplify and manape ther nsiness finances.
This semimar will give attendees an infrodhectory knowledes of how nse Excel in a
small business settimz. 7/1E, T, 2:30-430 pom. Fes Waived Anderson
hiatchel] B8 7661205

8 Secrets of a Profitable Arfist {2 Hours) It is cracesl that artsts cresie greatar and
stay financially solvent. Join us to leam eight vahuable secrets o tuild profits o your
creative business. Sponsored by the Toe Biver Ans Ciovncil and the Rayland Smsll
Busimess Center! 7/19, W, 5:30-730 pm. Fee Wanved Collins
TRAC Art Besource Center, Spruce Pine 828 766.1295

Smart Phone Videography for Business {2 Hours) NEW!
Vider marketing is @ great way for cnstomers o connect o your busmess. Shootng 2
Fufssi.malluc&dngﬂ?entnp-uﬂmﬂrnebi&:ch&ﬂmg The semminar will give tips
s stratesies fior videos that will help yon connect your bosiness with your
ostomers, 720, Th 5:30-7-30 pm. Fee Waived Moms
hiitchel] E28 7661205

Small Business Foundations (2 Hours) - Gam an msightfol overview of all the
stages of business growih. Bach atendss will do an evaluation of their corent bosiness
o determine where it stands and growth potental. IF you are just starting 3 mew bust-
ness, the principles in this class will help dld 3 solid fonndston.
".’."Er T, 530-7:30 pm. Pee Waived Collins Yancey E28.766.1295

Alount Mitchell Crafis Fair Primer (2 Hours) MEW!
Leam how o properly display your ftems to et the amention of prospective ayvers.
Cosponsored by TRAC, topics will include booth types, setting up, tent styvles and rec-
ommendations, conmon show requirements, bofldine displanys thet target vour bayer,
amd the elements of 8 customer friendly booth Held at the Yancey Learming Center
in Bumesville 3 week before the Moumt Mitchell Crafts Fair, this seminar will get you
ready to sefl 727, Th 5:30-T:30 pm Fee Wanred Styles
Yancey B8 7661295

Removal

= View Clearing
* Pruning
Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* Hazardous Tree

Bucket Truck Service

Certified Arborist * Insured + Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Retaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113
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Mimi Camp
By Barbara Harrall

4 or 3 vears ago I had a group of noy grandchildren that
really wansed to 2o to sununer camp, bt there ware 100 many
Iimle boys o be able 1o afford sending them. This really
oy e, 50 I decided to do our own camp. We calbad i Mine
Camp, and it took place ar my bouse, We st it up as a ragular
camp with similsr acivitdes and roles. However, Christizn
valnes, et wounld be the foundation on which this camp would be based  Our czmp
has oo 2 lone way and T would like to share it with yo

Dl Carop-2017 Amendancs 10 carpers, 3 teen helpers and 4 adules. (Mot all
ware prasent 2l the tee) Camp stared at 730 atour assigned places, dressed, with
rooms clesped avd ready for the day.

Devodonal was next and it was doae by adults, teens and caropers. The pledze
CELE 0ext &5 It 13 lmportant to teach pamiotsm as well as Christian principles.
Projects and crafrs were enjoyved by all ages—om building the solar system
painfns projects of te-dye shims o rocks.

Hikinz, picnicking. learning abous thedr ancestors, swinuwing apd visidog te
marsing bhomes were all pam of our cumoaom

I would ke to shars with yon several of the roost touching mnanents:

Devpfions wera espectally touching when the campers were 2 voung bovs reading
the scripre of the armoar of God. Then they had the smdents to draw the diferant
parts and glve to 2 piomre of 8 person and explam that esch of themn shonld por deis
smoour oo evervday o they could resist the deval!

Shanng and helpiee each other tonchad me imamepzaly, Coe of our swim mips o
the mver proved o be challenging, because the mver was lezh and swifi, The bigear
bavs zot actoss and thea found a loog soong sdck o belp pull the others across.

Spending mme at the pursing home was especially beantiful as these kids ssng
Jesns Loves Me and This Little Light of Mine and then shared many bugs with the

We Have Factory Trained Technicians
GENERAL @ ELECTRIC

11{]{"! Grum sgfen

www.peoples-furniture.com 0 Barbara Harrell loving mather, grand-
274 OAK AVENUE » SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA 28777 _| mether and grear-grandmorher. Part
=| owner Biue Ridee Chrisnan News.

PHOMNE (828) 765-5557 * FAX (828) 765-5558 T
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BRIAN CENTER

In A Highly Regulated Industry
Achieved A Rating

of
ZERO

Deficiencies
REPORT CARD Covers all Aspects
| A of Operations
A Ar * Medical * Dietary
- A’" * Nursing * Food Preparation
| * Rehabilitation < Financial

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
r Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

Brian Cente

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 47

Stase legislators have passed a bipartisan balanced tnadizet that contimnes o foons on providine oo relief o hard-working middleclass families,
ETOWINE Our State's econonry, improving public edocation ouommes, and substamtially mcreasing teacher pay, all while brngine the state’s savings
reserve io its highest bevel in history.

Afew highlishits of the budget inclnde:

» Lowering the persons] imcome & rage from 5 490 to 525 percent m 2019, while mereasing the amomnt of income exenapt from state nooms tax.

= Confimming fle plan to substantally increase sverage teacher pay from last year's bodset by providine an sverage 3.3 percent raise this year and 8.6
percent over tws vears. This is in sddition & the substanfial raisas enacted in 2014, 3015, and 2018, In addition o teschers, school principals also see
a siznificant pay iresse.

= Incorporsting a new plan allowing highty qualified new teachers start at 2 hizher pay srade on the sslary schedule, pronading finsncia) incentives o
those who sccept positions o low-performine schools, are licensed in spedial edocation, or STEM clesses, or meet other critena

= Allocanng over 5100 million over two years fiom lottery fimds for public school constmction @0 nral conerties with stmzeling economies.

= Adding thmisands of slots to the pre-El program for af-risk children eliminating 75 percent of the wait list. Sen. Ralph Hise
= Dhesignating neariy 53 million to provide suppon for additonal foster children. Ralol

= Setinz aside 510 millson for opicdd and substance sbuse estment state-wide.

- Funding $18 million for medical edacation. including increases o UNC Schoal of Medicine and the school's Asheville campus. 913-733-3460

= Albpcanme 515 million over the bienninm fo compmnmity and rural heslth centers, free clmics, and other bealsh services providers in rural apeas
assist the tmimonred

= Prowiding mnre than 4 nillion for traimimng by enforcement officers.

= Earmearkimgz 52 3 million for 3 new firefighime aircraft in the wake of devastting wildfines m the western part of our steie, mcindine ooy dismior

* Providing a 1,000 salary mcresase to state enployees and experienced-besed sep nvreases to Stats Highoway Patrol troopers, clerks mmd megs-
maies.

= Desiznating 5241 million to miprove strochrally deficient tridees state-wide, adding 5143 nullion to improve the safety and condition of existms
roads, moreasing contract resurfacine by 520 niillion, and increasing fimding for pavemen: preservation by 530 million to extend the life of thou-
sands of niiles of roads.

As of this writing, Govemor Cooper has indicated thar he mighs possibly veto this bipartisan ndzet that inchades key provisions thar he claimed he
also supported. I woalkd urze the: spvemmor not to pander to the extrerme lefi wing of his panty, e to do dee gt teine and sizn the bodeet passed by
pearly 70 percent of all voing members of the legislamre. However, if be shonld choose o veto 2 budeet duar inchodes bis owm priomites, rest assuped
that we will waste no time m overmdinge bis veso.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related fo stafe government by emailing me af ralph hise(@ncles net or calling me at 010-
T33-H460

NC Senate District 46

I am thrilled to annoumce that the Morth Caroling General A ssembly should be ending its 3016 short session n the newt fewr days.
We have reached 3 budprst apresment that achieves our shared goals with Gov. MeCrory of priomtizing teacher pay raises, cutting taves
for the middls class, controlling the prowth of govermment spending. and increasme our Bainy Day PFond . The 52234 hillion budget
compromise is ooe of the best budzets that I have had the opportanity o work on, and while there are 3 few areas in which it could be
moproved, overall I belisve it takes a balanced approach to mestng the needs of o state, while controlling the prowih of spending.

Here are 3 few of the highlizhis of the 2016-17 budeet.

Char 52234 billion compromise plan inclndes a responsible 2.8 percent spending increase, imvests humdreds of millicns of additional
dollars in public education and shores wp the state’s raimy day fund by close to 3475 million. As a result, our rainy day fund has fsen
from abous $100 muillion five vears ago, to nearly $1.6 billion today.

We are proud that the final product confinnes the dizcipline snd conservative principles of spending responsibly, taxing sparninghy
and saving wizely that have iumed Morth Carolina’s fiscal outleck around owver the past five years.

B I hope that everyone has a great Independsnce Day. This is ruly the greatest, freest couniry on the face of the earth. As abarays, if I
= Sen Warren Damel oy ever be of assistance to you or your family, please don’t hesitate to contact my office at (919) 715-78323.
arren. Damel@nclegz net

919-715.7823 NC House District 118

Budpet Nears Completion
A budget compromize between the House and Senate was raleased Monday.
The Honse and Senate are expected to vote on the bodzet proposal this wesk. The bill will then be sent to the governor for his sions-
fre.
The governor has 10 days to consider the bodzet before determining whether he will sign or veto the bill If he vetoes the bill, it will
refurm the House snd Senats for 8 possible veto override vote.

FFA sindents visit Ealeizh
Students who participate in Futore Famners of America (FEA) abways astound me with
their good works and achievements.
I had the pleasure to speak with 17 FEA students from Yancey County who first crammed.
imio ooy office in the Legislative Office Building before we beaded over to the Honse
fimor on Tuwesday. They shared stories abont theit recent work on building 8 more posi-
fiwe and productive environment in our COMOTIRITY.
They were an impressive proup mads up of young men and women who will lead our [
state well in the fintare.
Apgriculture teachers like Micole Fobinson are invaleable. Agrioulturs is our state’s top
dadicared teachers ke Mrs Robizsan, e WO Tancey County FE students, Mountain
The students who visited kindly presented me with s Honorary " Believe” Award, 1f 2er1age High School dgricultire Education
youn visit my legislative office in Paleizh, you will s=e it promimenthy displayed as soon taacher Nicols Robinson and myself.
as vou walk in.

Rep. Michele I). Presnsll

D19-733-5732
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MENT PAGES

US House of Representatives NC District 11

2022255401
warwmesdows howse pow

By the e vou are reading this, I expect the state budeet to have been finalized. Bammg something unexpected, there is a provi-
siom I would like fo highlight., Specifically, the budgst contzins an increase o & cap that has been frozen in place for more tham teenty
years oo per stdent spending for children with special needs. The law has been that the state wonld not provide additional money to
mest the needs of students with leamning disabilities or special needs if 3 given school district’s population of those smdents were more
than 12.5% of its total students. Within the new budzet, the cap has been raised for the new school year startong in August to 12.75%.
That means an additional appropriation of more than $6 million just to increase by a fourth of a percent. Though the percentage
increase in the cap is small, it is, nevertheless, simnificant for exceptional children m school districts that do not receive full funding.
First, it will belp additional children with the additional resources that children with special needs require. Second, it represents move-
ment_ if slizht i the right direction

Last vear, I chaired the House Select Committes on Education Sorategy. We held a lengthy hearing on the issue of nnderfundsd
special nesds students. We heard from local district directors of programming for such exceptional children The committee con-

Pray for the Shooting Victims

As many of you know, there was a shooting last week ar the Bepublican Congressional baseball practice in Alexandriz. In light of the
termible news, please be sure to pray for my friend Congressman Steve Scalise, Capitol police officers David Bailey and Crystal Griner
(both of whom were injured while protectng everyone on the field), and the injured staffers Mam Mika and Zack Barth. Dioctors are
bopeful that all of them will make a full recovery—~Congressman Scalize was uperaded o “fair” condition recently which is outstanding
news!

Weeks like this one are a reminder that we cannot thank our Capitol Police officers enough for what they do every day. This sifuation
conld have been so much worse had they not been there in the line of duty. Please say a prayer for thems We often forget how noach we
reslly raly on our police until moments like these

Senator Fand Paul was actwally at the field at the time of the imcident and szid he saw officers Bailey and Griner confinuing to protect
the scene even after being shot. That's what courage and heroisn ook like. Thank God for them

House Freedom Cancas Calls to Cancel Augnst Recess

The House Freedom Caucns is officially calling on Fepublican leadership to cancel the Augnst district work period 50 that we can
confine legislation and do what we promised.

With repealing Obamacare, tax refonm, budgzet items. and other issues laft to finish—Congress has oo many important commiiments
to keep and far too few accomplishments made so far to zo home for 2 month. If we don't make real, definitve proeress on our goals by
the end of Faly, then we should work in Washington, D C. through the recess umt] we finish the job.

NC House District 86

curred that something should be done. Each new dollar spent under the newy cap is 2 new opportunity for more of these children. The Rep. Hugh Blackwell
W House tudget proposed raising the cap to 13% at a cost of just under $12 million However, n compromising with the Senate, 2

the final oomber was halved since the Senate had proposed no increase. We dp have agreement in the final budzet, however, thata

019-733-5805

new joinf committes of House and Senate members will be appointed to look at all the ways we fiund schools, incloding exceptional Hugh Blackwell@ncleg net
children. I zm very proud of the work that has been done on this too long svolded issue. At least we have begon and, hopefilly, the

legislamre will follow throngh.

NC House District 85

Josh Dighson

Josh Dobson/@ncles net
919-733-5862

After two weeks of negotiations between Senate and Honse conferees, the compromise tudget was introduced on June 19th. The ud-
gef is fiscally conservative bt still makes the moch needed imvestments in edocation, earty childhood, roral healthrare, and economic
development. It 15 expected that Govemor Cooper will veto the bill

Thers is mwch within the 446 page hill thar could be of interest  However, teacher pay, cost-of-living adjustment (COLAY) for refir-
ees and state employes pay are smone the topics that seem to draw the most intersst. The total spend munber is just over $23 hillion,
which represents a 3.1% imcrease over the most recently enacted tudget and a 4.3% ncrease over projected actual expendinires for the
current fiscal year

Teacher salames will contione to rise. The average teacher will receive an estimared State-funded incresse of 3.3% mext year and
a 2.5% Increase over two years. The salares for Poncipals and Assistant Principals will both mone sharply higher, A new principal
zalary schedule will be hased on a schopl’s average daily membership and school growth performance, while assistant principal salares
will be tied 1o the teacher salary schedule plus 17%. With the new principal salary schedule it is bard to predict what the average per-
cent merease is, ui modeling snzzests an increase of B.6%.

IMost state employees are geitng a salary increzse of 51,000, Excluded from these raises are legizlators, judges, and Council of State
officials (e g. Govemor, Lt. Governor, etc). There are a range of targeted pay raises for comection officers, Highway Patrol officers,
Asgistant Theputy Clerks of Court and Magistrates. One cost-ssving provision is that the budget will eliminste refiree medical benefits
for new hires after Tamnary 2021 in order to reduce long term vnfonded heslth care liabilites. Since neither the Senate nor the Honse
budget included recurming monies for cost-of-living adjusoment to state retirees the most surprising provision might be a 1.0% recuming
COLA.

Momies for texctbooks and digital materials will rise by 5113 nullion next fiscal year. A new Teaching Fellows program will be estab-
lished; it is a competitive forgivable loan program that will provide students interested in pursaing teaching degrees in math or scencs
up o $8,250 per year. The loans may be nsed for tnition, fees and the cost of books. Loans made to Teaching Pellows may be forgiven
if the recipient serves within Morth Caroling in a low-performing public school for one year or a public school that is not identified as
low performing for two years.

The Health and Human Services part of the budger is where [ spend most of my tme. I am proud of the important investments we
made. Money was appropriated to reduce the Pre-K waitlist by 75% in two vears. The Child Care Subsidy market rate is also increas-
ing for child care centers and homes. Alse through 3 grant process, an additional 7.5 million dollars will available for access fo care m
maral aress of Morth Caroling

DPerhaps the pants of the bodzet that inpacts most of my constituents are the tax provisions. Under the conference budzet. the income
tax rate will fall to 5.25% from 5.40% begimmimg in 2019, The standard deduction will increase o 520,000 beginninz thar same year.
The corporate income tax rate will dechine to 2.5% foom the current 3%, also effective beginning in 2019,

The first year tax cuts are minimal—only $6.9 million, which is almost a rounding error in a 523 billion budzet Howewer, i the sec-
ond year, the cuts are estimated to cut revemnes by $521.8 million followed by loss of revenue of 3989.1 million, 51.03 billion and 51.07
billicn in successive years. We are keeping our promise fo confinue to reduce the tax burden on the people of Western IWorth Carolina.

When all the debate is over and the tadget passes both chambers, Govemor Cooper will have 10 days to take action. He can veto it,
in which case the budget bill will return 1o the legislatre for veto override votes. He can sign it, which it mesns it becomes law when
sipmed, or be can allow it to become Law without his simnamre-—basically that will happen if he does nothing after the passage of 10
days. Meanwhile, the legislamre will begin the process of closing down in antcipation of adjowmment in about o weaks,

Thank you for piving me the opportunity to serve Western Morth Carolins.

wrarw brenews com
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

T QA
T LT
e Cle,-

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recyeling for a cleaner community

Q% and a greener environment, *‘g }‘%
' s
Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our conributions
to Hospice of McDowell County,

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

A Nugget from our History Fast:

By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell Couniy

While being beld on 2 Bridsh warship that was bombarding
Fort McHenry, 2 youngz man asked, “Can you see the flag™
Traiming his field glasses on the site, Prancis Scott Key said
with Enthusizsm “Yes!™ That was the 14th of September
1814, znd the had watched the vmmercifil and unsuccoessfol
bombardment all might long. As the breeze chased awsy the smoke and the dark-
ness gave way to dawn, the flag was still there. Hurmying to his hotel room Francis
wrote A poem showt those anvious and agonirme hours. And it started with the
gquestion: “Ch say can vou 57" He then pave the poern o his brother-in-Eaw,
Tudge Toseph Micholson, snd he had it printed When Thomas Cam, 5o oTgamist,
saw [ it at the Baltimore Amercan he quickly s=t it o music, and it becams our
national anthem.

The Star Spangled Banmer
O, say can you see by the dawn § early light
Wit 5o proudly we hail at the rwilight last gleaming?
Fhose broad soripes and dright stars thru the perilows fiehs,
O'er the ramparts we watched we so gallantly sireaming?
And the rocket & red glare, the bombs hursfing in mr,
e proof through the night that our o war s8I thare.
O, zay doer the star-spangled banner per wmae
O'er the land of the frec and the home af the brave?

Christians also have a Matonal Anthem and that is Amazing Grace. JTohn
Mewton kpew God's grace. The slave ship captam who became a preacher never
forgot how God resceed him from sin. Om John Mewton's Tombstone it reads,
“Fobn Wewton Clerk. Once an Infidel and Libertine, 3 Servant of Slaves in Africa
was, by the Fich Mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Preserved, Festored,
Pardom, and Appointed to Preach the Faith he had long labored to desmoy.™

Amazing Grace
Amazing Grace khow mweet the sound, that saved a wreetch Ithe ma,
Tamee war lost Bt mow I'm foumd, waz bitnd but know T zea.
From many dangers toils, and shares, T hme already come;
Iis grace Rath brought me sqfe thus far and grace will lead me home.
Fhan wa vo baen there fen thowuzand years, Bright shining as the sum,
e ve mo dass days fo sing God praise, Than when wa first bagun,

Freedom is a great thing that we,
here in the Good Cld TUSA get to
enjoy. As we have beard before in
our history classes, while m school,
&nd even in our charch howzes on
Sunday, “Freedom is not cheap—
halp keep Her Freedom.

And whar all Christians mast look
at is the Cross on Calvary and
realize the zreat price Jesus Christ
paid for our freedom. Jesus Christ came and gave his life that vou and I might
have efemal life. See etemal life gives us Freedom. Salvation set the lost man or
woman, boy or zirl free from sin because our sin debt kas been paid in fall, if youo
bave asked Jesns Christ into your beart. There is victory and Fresdom for all who
will seek it

Let us pray and thank God for the freedom we experience through His Salva-
nton and alse the Freedom we still have m America.

Words of Wisdom:

= The Christ lifie is like water skiing: if you doa't keep moving you're sunk.
= A rumor &5 like a check: never endorse it unfil you're sure it's genuine.

= Jasus is the Light of the world, and we should be His shining examples.

= Anybody can give up. It tskes guts to keep up.

= WMinds are like parachutes-they only function when open.

Question of the month.

"I auything foo kard for the Lord? " Gen18:14

Joke of The Month: Cetting Old

An old man was wondering if his wife had a hearing problem,

So one night, he stood behind her while she was sitting in her loungs chair.
He spoke softhy to her, "Honey, can you hear me?"

There was 0o response.

He mowved a little closer and szid aram "Honey, can yon bear me?
5all, there was Do response.

Fizally he moved right behind her and said, "Homey, can you hear me™

She replied, "For the thind fme, Yes"

Steve Williams is the Pastor gf Berry Chape! Bapist Charch m Spruce Fine.
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He Will Hold Me Fast

By Jerry Lewis
MeDowell Coungy

For a long time, T have been fascinated with and moved
by, the lansuage i the Bible that speaks of God's right
hamd

My soul clings to you, your right hand upholds me.
(Psalm 63:8, ESV)

Faar nof, for I am with you, be not dissegyed, for T am
your God; Twill strengthen you, Twill help vou, Iwill uphold vou with wy rigk-
feous right hand. (Isziah 4110, ESV)

Big word alert! Anthropomorphism: to give buman characternistics to God. The
reason we do such a thing is pot to misunderstand God, bat rather o understand
him. God is so infinitely beyvond us that we cannot understand him without think-
g in nmman tenms. Since God is & spint, we know that he doesn't have a right
hamd_ Vet, when (od speaks to Tzaish. he describes himself as holding vs up with
hig right kand God condescends to our level so that we will understand bis deep
lowe for ns.

But yon can't stop there. In Psalm 73, Asaph describes our side of this sustain- e
ing relationship: y . )

Nevertheless, Tam confinually with yew, you hold my right kand. Jou guide me - Pl
with your coumzel, and gfterward you will recene me fo glory. (Psalm 73:23-24, A th )

Dron't miss this! God holds us with his right hand  bat be holds oor right hand. 'L[E W)
In order for this to happen, God cannot be walking slongside us. (If he was, his G9am i’g 5pm
rizht hand would hold our left hand ) In order for God's oght hand to hold our =
right hand_ God has to walk in front of us, facing us. In other words, God's back iz Town Square. BurnSville, NC
o our futnre (he already knoars it amoaray?) and his face is toanard our face. How
shonld we respond to such a God?

Thergfore, lef everyone who i godly offer prayer fo you ab a fime when you may }’Eﬂﬂ[‘.}'ﬂhﬂﬂ'lb&l".m
I found, surely in the ruzh gf great waters, they shall not reach him. You are a ;
hiding place for me; vou preseve me from trouble; you surround me with showts
af deliverance. Selah. Twill instruct you and feach yor in the way you showld go; T
will coumzel you with my @ve upon you. (Psalm 32:6-8, ESV) T

God holds your right hand, with his right hand his back to vour fisfure, his face N . i [ ) ;Fﬂ"iﬂ ;
towrard your face, with his eve on yow L, S A * 5 i il ﬁ.”-'

Last vear I joined more than 10,000 other pastors at the Together for the Gospel 1 Wl "
conference in Loutsville. With them T zang the words of this song. Today, you
need to join us. Sing this with faith “God has his eye on youo, your hand m bis *

Jerry Lawis s Semior Pastor af Grace Commsnfy Church in Marion.

Proudly Serving
Our Community

Yancey

Mitchell

' Avery

Makil;g Each Moment Count

Services Offered
24 Hour Nursing Services
MID and FINP Visits
Care in WNursing Homes & Assisted Living Facilities
Pathways Palliative Care Program
Pain & Symptom Management
Volunteer Services

Chaplain & Bercavement Support

Social Work Services

Ongoing Patient & Family Education

(828)-765-5677
Exceptional Care When it Matters Most

P LAY Hospice and (Palliative
E--I.'.r 1:-"-'3 (_are of the ([3lue ciJlidge. <Inc.
\;ﬁf Formerly Hosplee of tMitehell
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Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

Wé

APPLIANCES

+ Come and see the friendly staff at Jonachan’

fltdl}w':qlﬂudn * ’
* We repair all major brands of appliances.
* W repair Monitor Heavers!

Cash It, Don't Trash It! W’Mﬁ
We buy your used appliances! s Washers
* Dryers
149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC Shrldugt
B28-766-9005 * (Cell) 328-766-9389 * Refrigerators

BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Roan Bd. - PO. Box 217 - Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Phone (828) 765-2762 - Fax (828) 765-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 American Thread Rd - Marion, NC 28752
Phone (828) 756-4426 - Fax (828) 756-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Chance Boone Cell (828) 385-1099

Master Plan Creates a Vision for Future
Investment in Downtown Morganton

Hundreds of people gathered at CobdhiA
on fume 7 to bear the presentstion of the draft

"I am beyond prowd atf the oumber of
people who showed up last might, and the
sheer number of positve conments that I
heard about the plan and the presentation ™

The master plan process started in Febme-
ary of this year when the City hited Stan-
tec_ Since then Stantec has gathered data,
spaces, gatherad public mpur, and held &
week-lonz chamette that was open to the
public. The firm then took all of their dam
and distlled it into a vision based oo two core principles, seven key poals, phus a
Top 10 in 5 (years) st of next steps.

The presentacion was the chimax of a month-long planming process w provide
suidance, vision, and inspiration to help move dosmioan Morganton to the next
lewal.

Stantec's Craiz Lewis made the presentation and disonssed the principles. soals,
amd top 10 List in defail.

The two core principles of the plan are to "Put People Fist”, and "Life Bezins at
the Square " Speaking ahout putting people
first, Lewis said, “This sesms like a simple
thing _.. it's the people that walk aroumd, it's
the people that shop, it's the people that go to
restanrants . it's not tee cars_ And umforto-
nately for many of our conummmites we've
S 8 spent a lot of time investing in bow to make

2% cars happy. We need to flip that "

- gl The seven key goals are to restore two
e Wy OpeTations to the sheets, maximize te
Courthouse Square a5 8 more Hesdhle pobiic
space, foous activity into the core, diversify
and expand bowsing, conmect 1o the Comm-
nity, embed art info everything, and have fun
and experiment.

After reviewing the poals, Lewis presented a list of 10 things he recommended
ihe City and compmnity do in the next five years to keep building on the energy and
imvesment in downiowm

= Comiplete feasibility smdy, final desizn. and construction of the two-way sirest
CONVESN

* Adopt a ground floor active wse overlay for the core [dosmean] ocks

= Increase retail & restaurant use on the ground foor of the core to 203G

= Atract 3 hotsl to downtown

= Miowve the Arts Council to pioneer 8 new block and expand public art opportuni-
ties both permanent and tenporary.

= Bagin Courthouse Sguare Improvemsnts

= Comstmact 100 pew bousing units in the dowmtown

= Comvert College Sireet o a sreenway street connecting the downtown to the
Broughton and State property Campus

= Bury or relpcate the overbesd ntilides around the core

= Create an onidoor courtyard space behind Bromm Mountsin Bottle Works

Imsuﬂﬂ:aemmnmﬂqumlmrﬂwuimﬂmmmhyﬂumf

mdlhe
1 "We presented a lot of ideas, a couple
ey ﬂutmhg,ﬂ:lﬂmﬂmmﬁmﬂm
by the city fathers and mothers [that require
t=x dollars],” Lewis said. "A lot of these
other things sre mdreds of different litde
ideas on & Hlock by block basis where vou
all can have an opporhmity o confinee to
areas."

Af several points during the presenta-
tion, Lewis asked for input. Lewis asked
the sudience fo nse their smartphones and
smswer online polls. Az people gave their mswers, the polls would npdate in real
time. A frer reviewing the Top 10 in 5, Lewis asked the sudience to vote on their Top
5 from the list.

The sudience picked the following five projects o focus on:

1. Begin Courthose Square Improvements

2. Increase refail & restaurant use oo the gronmd foor of the core to 207

3. Complete the two-way conversion

4. Armract a botel o dowmiown

5. Create an ontdoor courtyard space behind Brown MMountain Bottle Works

"Yiou could feel the enerpy af ColdAWIA  and I think there was an owerall desire to
muove forward with meny of these plans " Jabloncki sxid.

Bt there is still more to do. The consultants will take the feedback from Wednes-
dary mizht finalize spone docoments ideas. and present a final plan to the City Coun-
cil later this year. The Coumcil will nitdmarely have to adopt the plan and the vision
for dowmtown.

ShoWing @ permHanant stage anchor-
ing the the southeast end qf the
Square acmoss the sireet from the
Chambar of Commerce and Fisitor
Clantar

Comverting the m—wqrmwr:m
dmsmiown back fo heo-way operation
ix the fop recommendation of Stantec.

www. brcnews.com
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One Nation Under God

By Dormis Thompson
Mirchall county

God Save America. ..

We humbly pray en bended knee.
o before us, and warch over us
O the land, in the air, and on the seal
From the greatest, to the smallest,
On each pathway thar we frod.
Please Heal our dear Nation,

As we turn fe you, dear God. ..
Please protect our dear Amenca,
As we seek your face, dear God!l

If my people, which are called by
My name, shall kumble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face,
and mrn from thetr wicked
ways; tHhen will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land.

2 Chronicles 7-14

:H:.FIPP-}J o e
Fourth of July

H.lill

God Bless America!

CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Hope & Help from

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Addiction Through Christ

>SUMMER
CLEARANCE

2017 Chrysier Pacifica Touring-L Plus Van

= 5_"‘[‘.‘;-. ] 7 :-’:E.'

2017 Dodge Challenger SXT Coupe 2017 Ram 3500 Chassis Tradesman/
e = SLTLaramie Truck Crew Cab

BEUCHANAN & YOUNG “Serving WNC For

{ver 50 Years™

: 828-682-2194
. East Main Streat,
Burnsville, N.C, 28714

*Sale prices postoed in vehilobe
S —— e wiknidows, Soe doaler for
e ol GHiR G mam complete dotais

on rebates and finanaing.

www.buchananyoungcom He DOC fues.

Tox mnd tag exten.

www. bremews . com
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 a nun and a desclate waste
from Migdol to (Ezek
20:10)

5 with their tongues they have
deceit (Fom 3:13)

8 of every sort shalt thou
bring mio the ark (Gen §:19)
11 Amaziah said unto Amos,
O thou . go, flee (Amos
T-12)

12 the LORD God formed the
man  the dust of the ground
(Gen 2:7)

13 The bummg sand will be-
comea  , the thirsty ground
(Isa 35:7)

14 this message will brnng
terror (Iza 28:19)

15 But you must not eat meat
thathasits  stll m it (Gen
9:4)

17 TowhatcanI  this gen-
eration? (Matt 11:16)

19 the darkness 1s passing and
the light 15 already shin-
mng (I Jn 2:8)

20 Lymg hips abomina-
tion to the LORD (Prov 12:22)
21 the hour cometh, , 13
now come, that ye shall be
scattered (John 16:32)

22 In her hand she holds the
distaff and  the spindle
(Prov 31:19)

25To them that were
under the law (Gal 4:3)

27 not the least stroke of

will by any means (1.3) (Matt
5:18)

20 my words are on the  of
my tongue (Job 33:2)

30 Ye made also be-
tween the two walls for the
(1,5) (Isa 22:11) KIV

32 God made them and
female (Mark 10:6)

33 when he saw Jesus off,
he ran and worshi him
(Mark 5:6)

36 leaving a in the nud
like a threshing sledge (Job
41:30)

38 beheold a man nding upon
horse (1,3) (Zech 1:8)

39 Only when the ram's
sounds a long blast may they
goup (Exod 19:13)

40 Dawid fought Gohiath

with and a stone (1.3)
(1 Sam 17:30)

42 expenenced n the  of
engraving (2 Chron 2:7)

43 she let them down by a
through the window (Josh
2:15)

45 these saymmgs were

abroad throughout all the hill
(Luke 1:65)EIV

49 called by a new name that
the mouth of the LORD wall
(Iza 62:2)

51 Finish your outdoor work
and  your fields ready (Prov
24:27)

52 twenty first letter of Greek
alphabet

53 Esau went fo the field to

for vemizon (Gen 27-5)

55 Satan might not outwit us. For
we are not of hiz schemes (2
Cor2 :11)

57 enmlations, wrath, stmfe,
heresies (Gal 5:20) KIV

60your  will be filled to over-
flowmg, and your vats (Prov 3:10)
61 for that day 15 great (Jer
30:7)
62 and begat Shem Ham
and Japheth (Gen 5:32)

63 man shall not by bread
alone, but by every word of God.
(Luke 4:4)

64 She will return to ber hire as a
prostitute and will  her trade
(Isa 23:17)

65 seven lean,  cows that came
up afterward (Gen 41:27)

66 the hollow of his hand. and
out keaven with the span (Isa
40:12) KIV

DOWN

1 When Jesus stepped  ,he
was met by a demon-possessed
(Luke 8:27)

2Theplan  good to Pharach
and to all his officials (Gen 41:37)
3 And they that , as

they wept not (1 Cor 7:30)

4 with garments of salvation and
me In a robe of nghtecusness (Isa
61:10)

5 See, the LORD has chosen
Beralel son of (Ex.35:300)
6A  answer tumeth away
wrath (Prov 15:1) KJV

7 represent four kmmgdoms that
will from hiz nation (Dan
8:22)

80myGod, Iam  ashamed
and disgraced to lift up my face
(Ezra 9:6)

9 I will make the leaders of Judah
hke a firepot n a (fech 12:6)
10 Even when I am and gray,
do not forsake me, O God (Ps
71:18)

12 after whom dost thou pursue?
after a dead dog, aftera (1
Sam 24:14)

13 appeal, request (2 Chr 6:19)

I4itisonlya  from the boil
(Lev 13:23)

16 Aaron shall thereon sweet
mcense every moming (Exodus
30:T)

18 Whose soever sms ye |,
they are remitted unto them (John
20:23) KIV

23 you have fallen from heaven,
O mommg . on of the dawn!
(Isa 14:12)

24 The creatures  back and
forth like flashes of lighining
(Ezek 1:14)

26 to settle down and the
bread they eat. (Il Th 3:12)

27 For the LORD has

agamst s people (1.4) (Mic 6:2)
28 abbr. for the eleventh book of
the New Testament

DOl T 201

31 David zarth, Let their table be
made a snare, and a (Ro-
mans 11:9)

ElELEWTDRDGEANES L0

ALL RIEHTS RESERVEL

47 ive her the reward she has

(Prov 31:31)
48 Render therefore to all their

32 durimg the time of King Herod, (Fom 13:7)

from the east came (Matt 2:1)
33 husband of Jezebel (IKing
19:1)

34 Dad I not proclaim this and
it long ago? (Isa 44:8)

35 of them also which used
CUTLOUS brought their books
(Acts 19:19)

37 So Joseph bought some

cloth, tock down the body (Mark
15:46)

4lyou  men of the foremost
nation (Amos 6:1)

43 my ears have heard the  of
my wicked foes (Ps 92:11)

44 you were a powerful man,
land an honored man (Job 22:8)
46hewill  to death when
there 1s no longer any bread in the
city (Jer 38:9)

50 The man saxd, 15 now
bone of my bones (Gen 2:23)
51 Water will forth m the
wilderness and streams m the
deszert (Iza 35:6)

54 Judah's sim 13 engraved with
an ron {Jer 17:1)

56 we through the Spint

the hope of nghteousness by
farth. (Gal 3:3)

57 deplete, drain (Hosea 7-9)
58 The  1syours, and yours
also the mght (Ps 74:16)

59 by me and Silvanus and
Timotheus, was not yea and

(2 Cor 1:19) (KJV)

for

Sofution on page 14

GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”
Trips for July

Friday, July Tth- Wildcat Lake in Banner Elk

Friday , July 14th — Wal-Mart Target & Lunch at Cheddars
Friday, July 21st- Johnson City Mall

Friday, July 28th- Farmer’s Market-Asheville
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Feast of Pentecost

By Timothy Eller
MeDowell Coungy

Simce last izsue the church has celebrated the Feast of
Pentecost. Pentecost is the feast that oooured fifty days
after Passover. Jesus was the bread of life and he fulfilled
Bazspver and the Feast of Unlesvened bread while be was
bere on earth. He then afier his reswmection speot 40 days
with his disciples fellowshipping with them and conumn-
ing with them on an nfimste level. His last command o them was “fo farry in
Jerusalem wifil you e endued with power from on high. *

Luke 24:48:

“40dnd. behold, I zend the promize gf sy Father upon vou: bur tarry ye i the

cify gf Jeruzalam, until va ba endued with poveer from an high. ™

After lecving the disciples and ascending into heaven ke promized to not leave

tham comyfortiass.
Jobm 14:16-18:

“Lilfye love me, keap my commamdmants. 1idnd Twill pray the Father, and ke
shall give you another Congforter, that he may abide with you_forever; I 7Even the
Spirrt gf truch,; whom the world canmoe! receive, because it seeth him mot, neithar
Enoweth him: buf ye know kim; for he dwellech with you, and shall be in you. T
will mot leave yor comgfbetless Iwill come to you. ™
Ten days after leaving Pentecost fully came to the disciples. And when the day
of Pentacost was fully come, they were all with cne accord in one place.
"1 And whan the day of Pentecost was fudly come, they were all with one accord
in one place.
2 And suddenly there came a sound from hemeen az of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled all the hoise whera they Wene SITHRE.
3 And there appeared wito them cloven fongues like az of fre, and it zai upon
each of tham.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with ather
fompuas, a5 the Spivlt ganee them ufterance. ™
Then Luke the writer of Acts confirmed what bad ocomred:

“14 Bur Peter, standing up with the eleven, Ijfted up his voice, and said unio them,
Yo man of Judaea, and all va that dwell at Jeruzalem, be this rown wnio vou, and
haarken to my words:

13 For these are not drumken, a3 ye suppose, seaing it iz but the third hour gf the

lﬁmmﬂfsﬂmm“f;{:pnhﬂ I the prophet Joel;

17 And it shall come te pazs in the last dayz, saith God, Taill pour et af my
Soarit upon ail fesh: and your sons and your daugkters shall prophes), and your
yourg men shall seq visions, and your old men shall dream dreqgms:;

18 And on my servants and on my handmadens, I will ponr outt in these davs af
ry Spirir; and they shall prophesy. ™

We experience Passover as Jesus was our Passover Lamb, we partake freely of
Jesus as the Bread of Life. But have yon experienced Pentecost.

Thr Eller praduated from Caroling Graduate Schoal of Divinity and has bean
mvaivad in prizon and jail ministry for the paz? fifteen years. Currently ke is
operaning in the capaciiy gf a servanit of Jesuz Christ

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

worw bicnews. com

1t Looks Like a Weed

Lakﬁlew Nm Sery llﬂi bE‘C[IlIlE Lakﬂ iew \Iﬂ ranme & Gar den
3 & 4 Generation Owners * 55 Years Experience » New Merchandise

Shrubbery * Trees * Perennials * Organic Fertilizer, Pesticide, Soil * Plants
Concrete Fountains & Statuaries * Decorative Pots * Qutdoor Bob Timberlake Furniture

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC » 765-9133

By Brent Price
Mitchell County

My wafe and I were working in our flower garden
getting ready to mulch and set out new plants. I stepped
info a portion of one bed to thin seone tey Howers that
had re-seeded from the previous year. Carefully I bagan o
pull the fimiest plants from the zround leaving behingd the
largest and healthiest plants. From another portion of the
garden, Tammry asked what [ was deing. I explained that
I 'was thimimg fowers that bad “vohmisered™ from last
yvear She watched as I paimstakimgly pulled one small plant after another leay-
ing space between the largest ones Finally, she exclammed. “Well they all look
like weeds to me!” I lnoked up at her standingz with her hands on ber hips and we
begzan to langh I said “Trust me They're fiowers; wait and s=e

If my wife had started her work in that particular section of the garden T don’t
mness there would be a single Sower lefi to bloom later this summer. All those
“myeads™ would have ended up on the comipost pile.

Pulling weeds in general is not rocket science. Weeds are easily identified If 2
plant of sore sort or another doesn't belonz in a particular place or you simply
don't want it growing in a certain area, then you pull it It's easy to see how one
persoa’s weed conld easily be another’s flower.

It ocours to me that our lives are not 5o different from working in the fiowers.
MMoment to moment we're faced with decizions. Accepe this, reject that. Go or
stay, embrace or pull away.

While we penarally take time to think over the important decisions. most of oor
day-to-day choices are mads with a minima] amount of reflecton. The pace of life
demands that we make decistons quickly and move on. We don’t always have ad-
qumtemfn-rmnuun_lt’uﬁymhe careless, Han‘emmmgnﬂmm: Ier].runmt
b=en paying atten- v
tiom only to realize
that vou've pulled
up a flower mstead
of a weed?

Even whar ap-
pears to be an insig-
nificant choice can
possess the power
to chanpe pur lives
in profound ways.
Sometimes it is the
simplest choice that
can make all the
difference. Stop and
listen to the siranger who needs somesne t0 hear their story, Offer appreciation to
spmecns who's working in a thankless job, but obvicusly cares about the guality
of their work. Invite someone to dinner who is lonsly. Push aside your fear and
judzment and reach to someone who needs 3 second chance. Or—- von can simply
pull the weeds.

More times than not, I happen to see more Howers than weads. God provides
the seasoms each of us requires to zrow and become so I try to be carefil. Floaer
or waed?

Reverend Brent Price is a chaplai af Hospice & Palliaiive Care of the Blue
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Laser Therapy.
o Healing at the
Speed of Light

Research published in the Lancet, a prestigious
medical journal stated that Laser Therapy reduced
acute neck pain immediately after treatment and up
to 22 weeks after treatment with chronic (long term)
neck pain. So why choose Laser Therapy? It works,
has no side effects and the results last,

Life Center

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

Natural Healith Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

“Since 195827

Qospice's

uf M::Duwel |

Home Is Whera the Heart is

417 N Main 5t Suite 2, Marion, NC (Mext to Tracter Supply)
New and Gently Used
Furniture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Materials

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation
All Donations Help Suppart Hospice of McDowell County

J.h'lﬁu.j‘}i'l.';'b'ﬂd'ﬂg

When to consider Safe Harbor Palliative Care:
* Fymu or sorneona vou know s Bemg with a serious illness

* Yau wank cane Lhal is available at home

¢ You need additiona! suppat for rmanagimg symptorms

What can Palliative Care do lor _':.-'L]ll?

= Provesde additional support during a struggle with seriows iliness
= Assist with making referrals to other community resolmoes
= Callaborate with yaur team of medcal specalists

828-659-7068

www.homconc.org

$ SefeHarbor
ju}i'ufu'-a @'u' Gn&.ﬂ’m‘l

Pause. ..and Consider

Fireworks That Eock The Soul

Een and Jan Merop
Avery Coungy

I falt the boon of the firsworks in moy chest 3z
I razponded emotionally to the brilliance light-
ing up the Fourth of Tuly sky. But thar night, a
u:leeper pounding kad taken over iy heart. Ken
had ust asked me o mary kim, creating for us
our own personal freworks.

We display our national pride and solidanty
by celebrating owr naton’s birth with heart-povnding Greworks. It's joyful, yet
sobering when we think of the cost

What other nation kave been 20 blessed by God; or, have given so mnch aroumd
the world throwgh atd, missioearies, military might and more” Yer, she has known
her share of pain tears and heartachs through wars, natural disasters and foraizn
enemiies bant on our desmiction

Bur, from its incepmion, s heart has alwavs baen to persevere.

Fecentiv I leamed that the word persevare 2z used in the Bible about our faith
migans 1o :-TE"- under with pateace. Endure. Dhon't give up of retreat. Stand finm
for ruth. Ba steadfast.

I 2 Petar 1: 5, WETV we read, "For this very reazon, gnang all diligences, add
fo your Stk virtie, fovirtue nowiedee, ro Bmowledge self-control, to zelfooniral
DErs@vErance, o parsaneranics godiimess, ro podimess brotherly Bnaness, and fo
droifherly Hodoess o,

Imagzine if in our mamiazes and homes as well 23 o our natonal persowa we
practiced the above insmctons. What if we diligently supported our faith with
nokle characteristics™ Imazine if we applied the knowledzs of God's Word w
virmons living. Then instead of seeking our own desires, st thunk whear it would
ke like if wa practiced salf-confral. How mmch roore wonld we value and achispe
perseverapce.  having that paneat epdurance during difficult times?

Undarzirding it all with godliness, brotherly kindness and love creates a firm
foumdarion to stand upon

Praciicing the above verse i marnage and famuily lifs establizkes 2 safe hone
epviromnent. Fespact for cee another and enpcouragement prevail. We zrow in
aur faith and apply it to everyday situadons. Owar family rests in God’s love and
that of each other.

The same is troe for cur naoen as a whale.

We have gotren away from the anchor and moonnes that have beld ns steady
snd srong. (God is being mockad The foundatons are crumbling. Fear, umcer-
mainty and confision are raypant.

A the Areworks burst oo the atr this weekend I pray the resurgence of our
faitk in God will barst forth in our beares 2nd we may have a revival that will rock
the soul of this grear naden. Salabh

TLEUMINATION

“...Ore naion, nmder Ged, with Liberty and jrsidce for gl ™
A celebradon of freedom illemiinates the night
Av a dazziing thnnder favh burses into the inky sy,
Ler’s be a colorful illummation of God'y lghy -
sparkling and shimmering in the dorkress.
“Let vour Hght 5o shine before men, that they may
se¢ pour good worky and giorgfi your Father in heaven. ™
Marthew 5206

Egn andd Jan rezide in Land Harbour i _dvery Coungy, where they have moved in
reffrement becauze they love our mountains. Thay have wrirten for Lz in vears
pazi

But wheso looketh info the perfect law of hiberty, and con-
nnueth therem, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of
the wark, this man shall be blessed in lus deed. James 1:25

worw brenews_com
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Walnut Gro

Build the Wall
Bw Eurt Bomar
Avary Coungy

There’s beexn a Lot of amenton lately about a wall
being nult Whether it gars badlt or pot I don’s know,

bt it reminds me of another wall thar peedad o be
il that we are all a part of 1 Eings tells us how the
walls of the Temple wers to be built and there 1= a les-

500 in it for us. JH ‘.l’

1 Eomgs §:7 In bedlding the ftemple, enly blocks
drezred at the quarry were uzed, and no hammer, chisel or any other iron fool was
hiaard qf the femple site while i waz baing halt

Whean we 2o by 3 consoaction site we hear lots of lond wotses: Tackhanumers,
dmills, keavy equipment and lots of barmoering Mot so with the batldicg of the
Temple. It went up silenthy. Why was this? I think partly becanse so mack of the
OT 1=z a picoure of things i the INT. Whar are we called in the NTT

1 Peter 2.5 yvou also, ke kg stowes, arg baing built info a sporiiual house fo
be a holy o priesthood, affering spirinval sacrifices acceprable to God through Jesus
Christ.

We ara the living stonss and when we get to Heaven all work will cease. There
will be no more soumds of drills and hanvmers and prck axes. We will be perfect.

Bur wait a mingte, if thiz analogy i3 e, where are we now? We'ra still v the
world. That's the rock quarry. That's the place where we are getting waorksd oo
We're being cuf into shape Thean we're gemng our ronzh edges gromnd off We
zet chipped and polished. We'ra baing shaped indo perfecton. .. and quite Sankly,
it harts. To make things worse, ofien omes God uses other stones to srind up
zainst us fo s1meoth us ot

Yo see we can't be polisked smooth without the ficton of otbers rubbing us
the wronz way, We tend to look at others who irmitate ws as things to avoid, restst,
sud confroar. But ofien God is nsieg them to poiut our things that we peed o
change i our lives.

%o, dow’t fight it Whether it's others mside or outside the Chorch or whethar
it's st “had hack”, our first guestion fo Jesus shonld be “Lord what are von rving
to feach me iw this siatdon ™™

I ke this iz a bard thieg o da!

Bur do vou want to see bow determined the Lord is to complete tus project?

Philippians 1.6 He wio began a good work in vou will carry it on fo complenon
unitil ifee day of Christ Jesus.

Hea's not godng to quit working on ns, so let’s pass the test ATAR

Asyou getinto the habit of this being your f1st question o the Lord, vou'll find
v are being polisked and parfected. And vou will be pleasing to the Lood,

Zelah (thivk sbowt i)

(Tospired bw “Footsteps of the Flock, Ton Courson p.1466)

| (

,n'n

Eurt Bowagr is pasior of Walnut Grove Church

Freedom's Never Free
By Jacob Willis
Tancey County

Freedoan 1= never frae. "We Dear this term ofien
arpuned the fourth of Tuly, We remiember the
sacrifices that have been made by :0 many of cur
veierans thar we might live in freedom. I remem-
ber @ WWII vereran in the first charch I pastored
who fouszht in the “Baftle of the Bulge”. Halosta
porton of his ammn so we could worshep oo Sunday
momuings. I remearpber all of the veterans at Beth-
Llebiem Baprist Church coming to the front of the Church oo Memorial Day as we
rernsmberad those who gave ‘thair lives. Thess men still bore the marks of w ar.
mentally, physically, and smeotioazlly. As they stood there [ often wonderad what
it ropst bave been like to stare death o the face. Freadoom is never fee. TWhen we
look af the cross of Jesus owr Lord, we see the cost of spiriteal feedom. Itis such
a srangze way o save the world. Why st fatth in God compalsory” Why were
we nof desiznad as the anzels o obey or be pamished” Why didn’t Fesuas reveal
bim:elf at a press conferance for all the world ro see? Freedoan, [ think, carmies
beavy responsibilines. God chose to save mankingd by sacrificing himself, to
bring glory o himself Mot in a narciz- !
sisfic way, but in 3 way which shows the

erace of God To show the universe the
]:-l:m. er and glory of vmcondinonal love.
The porver 1o sat the capdve fres.

This feedom cost Jesus everyihing.
He died vicanously, in o place for our
sinz. He died so that be mizghe live His
Life ot e s for all etericy. His Spint
inzide of us sets us free Gom the penaloy
of sin. the power of sin, and evenmally
the presence of sin. Thes freedon iz 2
judicions declaraton bazed on God's
Lowve demonsirated on the cross. Fomans
Chapter 5: (8-113 " 4 For whes we warg
vat withour stremgeh, i due fme Cheist died for the ungodhy 7 Far scarcely for
a mighieous man will one die: yei peradveniure for a good weanm zome would even
dare to die. £ Bur God commended Ris love fovward us, im that, wiile we worg Jer
simegrs, Cheast died for wz. % Much more then, baing now Juz5fed I kis Dloed,
wa shall be zaved from weadh throrgs him, ™ The word justfied means “just if
I'd pever sinnad”™ Thatis by defintticn Seedom We are now free fo choose o
serve the livins God. That is the responsibilicy of being frae. The responsibility
to choosa.

In America we may choose how we ve our lives, how we ratze our kids, and
who we worship. Joshna in verse 24:1% savs, “dr for me and sy howse we will
serve the Lowd. ™ Soldiers paved the price for each American to have me choices
Jesus paved the price for s to go free. Free to serve the Living God, and o live
o life for Hon, When we choose o serva Jesus we are choosing fo Live our lives
in such a way a3 to bong slory to God. Jesos doesa't ask us o perfonn anything
to receive His loving salvation. He ouly wapts vs to choose Him. Freedomis 2
wonderfnl thing, it cost Jesus everything. It is your responsibility to chopse. Tha
awesome thing about it, Tesus is the cnly choice that brngs peace, hope, joy, and
lowe to our kearts. We then, in nom have a responsibility to bring Tesus o our
world Phillip Ellios satd, “There ts only ons life to live, and soon it shall pass.
Cinly what is done for Christ will last.”

Jacab Wiz iz an ordained pasfor and Bereamvement Coordingtor far Tancey
Covnty Hospice. You may contact him af jacobwighospicegflance org

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

A® Erie
Insurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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BACK TO ScHOOL BASH

Sponsored by: The Faith Based Community, Blue Ridge Christian News and Fun Time Inflatables

FOOD - MUSIC - FUN
AUGUST 12™ .- 10:00am- 4:00pm (Rain Date Autust 19th)
e Beside Flick Video on Hwy 19, Spruce Pine

For more info. contact:
Tom Anglin - 828-284-0065
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End of Year
By Diavid Burleson
Avery Couniy

It is difficult to believe that another school year has
come o & close. It sesms only yesterday we were prepar-
mg schools for our sdents” retum. While this school
vear has brought many challenpes and suoresses to our
school system we have met those challenges because of a
team effort on the part of all mvolved.

W, azzin take this opportumity toe thank our entire comommity for the support
given to our schools and the acknowledzement that the education of our chil-
dren is wery impartant to the futare of Avery Connty. From our businesses and
churches, we have also gammered fremendous sapport, not ealy finsncially, bat also
by allowing their persconel to come into our schools to mentor students, to proc-
tor tests, and fo provide contacts with positive adult role models.

Inadﬂ:unn,weacknnwhdgeﬂ:!mm;uppunmthepmﬁmm

possible. We contimme
o believe that one of the
miost important relation-
shlps that can be estab-

wiork together and support each other, the potentizl for success of every student is
greatly enhanced.

However, we would be remiss if we did not thank our smadents for the sreat
job they have done this year. We are proud of them  their accomiplishments, and
the way they represent our school system. We read the horror stories around our
country about vislence in schools, snd while we know that conld happen here,
we are thankful for our outstanding Avery County Schools’ students. We can still
have school-wide assemilies, feel comfortable inviting guests info our schools,
and allowy our stadents to represent ns in extra-cuwmicular activities without fear
of problems and embammassment. Stadents, thank you for being the people you
are; and, parents, thank yvou for the lessons yon kave fawght your children! You
represent all of us very well

Additonally, moch of the success we have experenced this year mmst be at-
tributed 1o the faculty and staff atr each local schonl. Becsmse of their bard work,
we provided clean well-maintaimed buildings, an excellent ransponation system,
mairitions meals, a5 well as an educational prosram corplimented by mamy across
our state. Without these guality individuals. our school system would not be mak-
mg the positve difference it is.

On another note, one of our school system’s goals is to provide smdents the
opporamity o be snocessful in their pursnits. Ooe area that messures their suc-
cess is the testiing program implemented by the state of Worth Carolina. Based on
preliminary results, we did well again in the state acommtability program for the:
2006-2017 school year. Even though we are prond of the accomplishments we
hawve made, we contione to st higher goals for our sdents. While we do nnder-
stand that testing is important, we alse understand it is mot as important as the sto-
dents we serve. Therefore, our desire continees to be to provide 2 well-rounded,
balanced education for all our children so they are able o meet the demands of an
ever-chanzing world. We cannot allow testing to dictate what we do for our chil-
dren, bt we nmst allow the needs of the children to dictate what we do for them.

Az we malk abont schopls arpumd the country, one major area of concem con-
finwes ta be the issue of safe schools. We are proud of the mamy inifistives our
Safe Schools Task Force, which comsists of members representing all aspects of
the schools and commnnity, have helped put in place over the last several years.
This hard-working group of mdividnals fries o be on fop of 2ll school safety is-
sues. One of the issues this Task Force has worked on is the dpor locks at all our
schools. The shility to defermine who is entening our schools is coe way to make
our schoaols safer every day.

We believe in empowering school facunltes and staffs to establish roles and
procedures that work best in their school, for we must do the best for the students
we serve. Moreover, sometimes we mmst establish rales and procedures that will
not be popular with every student but are neces=ary in maintaining order snd dis-
cipline in the school enviromment. Therefore, our goal is for oar Smdent Code of
Comdhect to mirror the expectations yow, as the Avery County community, expect
m onr schools.

We belisve in comomnity schools and in empowernng the comnmnites o halp
their schools be snccessful and to be the center of their communities. Likewise,
we appreciate all our comaomnity does for our schoals. As we work to make the
Axery County Schools the best school system it can possibly be, we ook forward
to your contimed sappart.

On a personal note, [ want o thank everyone in our comnwmicy for your sup-
port ower the Last sox yvesrs. [ have been blessed o finish oy career at home and
will always be thankful to our board of education for providing me with this op-
pormnity. May God richly bless yon!

Dyrvid Burleson 5 Superintendent of the dvery Connty Schools

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

Even Now!

By Shawn Thomas
Burke County

“Ewven now I lnow that whatever you azk of God, God will
grve Tou. " (Jobn 11:32)

The siteation Martha faced with Lazanes was as bad as it
gets, humamly spesking. Her brother was dead. Who could do
soything about that” Had Jesus come a few days earlier, sure,

He could have healad hm,hlmwumrusmsﬁud,mdhadhemsuﬁmfnm'
davs. But in the face of that, hMartha demonsirated sreat faith:

“Even now ™, she said “T know that whatever von ask of God, God will give Yo ™
Those words, “even now™ are 5o poignant. “EVEN NOW™: even when all hnman
hope is mone. Even when the loved one is dead. Even now, she believed — actual-
by “I EWNOW™ m fact iz the tenm she nsed — that God could do anything thromgh
Jesus.

This faith is worthy of our imitation.
In our worst moments, when all buman
hope is gone, we can believe that thera
is nothing that God can't do, as we
come fo Him in Fesns™ name:

— Ewen now God can touch our
COUmITY

— Evwen now He can touch cur child

— Even now He can save that mar-
Tiage

— Even now He can revive that
church

— Even now — despite who you are
or what you have done — He can use
you 1o glorify His name in some great
way!

Jesns said, “Mothing is impossible
with God.™ If 3o will have the faith to
bealieve that, like Martha did, even when things appear very difficulr, then “even
now ' — in YOUR simation — God can do “great and mighty things that vou do
not even know™!

Shawn Thomas (5 Sendor Pastor at Pleasanr Ridee Baprint Church in Morganson.
His messages and devoetionals are avmilable @t www. shainerhomas. com
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Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Agribusiness Program
begins Fall 2017
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Parkway Playhouse

Parkway Playhouse Presents

Bonnie & Clyde The Musical
By Ensten Livengood, Managing Director

Bumsville, MC: At the height of the Great Depression,
Boonie Parker and Chyde Bamow went from tano small-
town nobodies in West Texas to America’s most renowned
folk heroes and Texas law enforcement's worst nightmares.
When Boonie and Clyde meat, their muteal cravings for
excitfement and fame immvediately set them on & mission to
chase their dreams. Their bold and reckless behavier turns the young lovers” thrill-
ing adveniure into a dowmward spiral, putting themselves and their loved ones in
mouble with the law. Forced to stay on the nm, the lovers resort to robbery and
marder to survive. As the infamous dun's fame growrs bigger, their inevitable end
draws nearer Patrons should be advised that this show contams adult language
and conbent.

Bononie & Clyde is 8 musical sef to open at Parkway Playhouse on Joby Bth
The incredibly talented cast directed by Dwvight Chiles, stars Briar Boggs as Clyde
and Annelise Henry zs Bomnie with Luke Haymes, Christine Caldemeyer, Hunter
Taylor, Karen Yow, Fandall Garland Gabe Garland, Aaron IMeighbors, Faith
Creech, Olivia Hughes, Teriza King, Mike Yow, Jon Goldman, Lily Bartleson,
Sammer Fiesel, Leif Cederzren, Bigel Happer, Diakota Whitebead and Broce
Chavala. Performances are on Friday and Samrdays at 7-30pm and Sundays at
3pm through Faly 22nd.

Following the performance on opening might, Tuly Sth, a complementary Cpen-
ing Might Beception for the cast and andience will be held And on Sundsws, Tuby
Sth and 16th, the cast will sit for post show discnssions. Andience members can
2tk guestions shout everything from costumes to scenic design, acting and thedr
individual roles in the producton.

Tickets range from 12 for children to 522 for adults. All performances are at
the historic Parkway Playhouse theatre, located at 202 Gresn Mountain Dirive in
Bumnsville, WC. Tickets can be purchased by visiting the Parkway Playhounse Box
Office (open 1-5pm Thosdays throagh Samrdays), calling 828-882-4285, or by
visifing www. parkwayplayhouse.com.

For more information aboat Parkway Playhouse, performances, volunteer op-
porunities, classes, anditions, and more please visit worw. parkwayplavbouse.com,
or call 828-682-4285.

Eristen Livenpood iz the Managing Director af the .F'Imr.-w:ﬂ 'hﬂ wias a fhrmer
Offtce Assiziant af UNC Campus Recraation.

wulo - Home = Life- Health - Bank
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Burke County Schools

Accentuate the Positive
By Cheryl Shoffler
Burke County

LMS5 stadents malce their own fidget spinners o

Students at Liberty MMiddle School are getting mio the
latest fad: fidzet spinners. But instead of just fideeting |
with and endlezsly spinning these hand-held toyvs. the
students are acteslly incorporating hands-on leaming to
maks them Liberty Project Lead the Way teacher Clay
Melzon said he decided to desipn his owm version of the
fidget spinner and recmit students o halp assemble them.
He said “T saw that these fidget spinners were catching om &t school, and [ wanted
o ride the wave while it was stll bere and make some money for ny chab while T
hzd the ghility o™

A fidget spinner is three-

| prongzed device with a ball bear-
ing in the center. Melson explains
o it works, “The person nsing
the spinner neads to put their
thumt: and index finger, or middle
finger on the either side of the

M 1iddle part of the spinner, the

4| ball bearing part. Once the ams
are free from obsimuction, the
spinner will freely spin for a dura-
tlmunl:ewshad,mmel‘f.'elﬂld

Libariy Middle School students Laterrian

io three mimates of
Turner, Ieft, Dougias Luckadoo and Kennath > 5 ' © P
Lail azsemble fideer spinmars in the school s Helson's stadents &
Praject Lead the Way warkroam. : 2 P
ing the spinners on a 30 printer,

cleaning them up, assembling the bearings md performing gquality condrol on each
one by testing them to make sure they work.

“It takes about tono to three hours to print each spinner ™ Melson said. “Once
they are done printmg. they are slightly rongh snd the pieces don't always perfecthy
fit mto the holes created by the prinfer due to coaversions. The stndents sand these
down by hand, knocking any burs and blemishes down. Afier this they place the
middle bearing in phas three individually oot pieces of steel, which were cut from
cold rolled stesl inbo the spinner frame. The only part of this which is ordered is
the beanng; only ooe goes info each spimmer.™

Liberty's sindent-made spinners were available for sell at Friday nights TGIF
spectal “Family Might” concert in downtown Morganton with the proceeds going
back into to the Liberty Technology Smdent Associaton to help creste more cool
stuff

Burke County Pablic Schools Superintendsnt Dir: Larry Pumam started the push
with 30 printers four vears apo and now they are scattersd thronghont the district.
Pumarmn is always looking for the next new: He said “‘Carrently, we are waiting on
the new WAZEF._ which is a water laser jet, and the Glowforze 30 printer, which
also is a laser priofer.™

As fior the fidzet spinners, they were initially created fior people with aftention
deficit disorders, anfism or snxiety and just this year have gained popularity in
schools. Some say the fidzeting helps release pervons energy and relieve stress.
Melson said, “My dad asked me what it was, and [ told kim that it was pretty oomch
the equivalent of tapping your foot, bat ir's i your hands.” Scome schoeols across
the counmy have deemed rthe spinners 3 distaction and banned them. Crhers, Like
Liberty, ars turning them into lessons m physics, marﬂamdm:lxqrmmshlp

Nelson =mid. *T kmwowr there is a2 lot of controwersy with these spinners being in
school and people can say what they want abont them bt I maly believe that
these toys have sparked an ingenuwity in smdents that we have not seen in the recent
past. Students ars coming to my reom with their own homemade spinners, Tymg
io fix them and afso wanting to create different desizns. I can't remember the ast
fime ['ve seen 3 vast majority of smdents tinkening, taking things spart and puting
them back togsther. This spinner fad is, in this regard, giving students 3 great ou-
let to finally express their creatvity with their hands. I sbsohiely love it

Burke County Public Schools” newest Board of
Education member has oooupied his seat for six
months now and szid it dido't take him long to
nnderstand that this board puts smdents first.

The board appointed Seth P Huont I m Movem-
ber to serve out the term of veteran board member
Catherine Thomas. Thoomas vacated her seat due to
Frowing comumitments owiside of Burke Coumty that
palied her away from her board dutias,

Hunt said of his experence thms far oo the board,
“It has been more gratifying than I ever thonght it
would be. I get bored easily mtellecmally, but the
things we desl with a5 board members hobd my
attention. It is most enjoyable to be a part of this
board While the board doesn’t agree on everviling,
every board member iz focused on the education of our children ™

Hunt zzid he sought the vacant seat becsuse of the mpact poblic education had
oa his youne Llife, snd be wanted to make a difference in this geperation of sm-
dents. He said “Serving on the board is something T really wanted to do, not just
fo dio something nice, but to be a part of something that is zood for our kKids and
Burke Coumty. I wanted to be 3 part of a gronp that is making a positive difference
in the fives of children ™

As a youngster growing up in Wilson County in eastern Morth Carolina, Huomt
wias fhe son of a school principal and teacher assistant.

BOE Profile: Seth P Hunt Jr.

“I wras an averape student.” Hunt =aid. T didn’t apply niyself as I should have.
Miow, T want students to understand when they sraduate from high school or a
comnnmity college or umiversity that their edacation s just beginning. It is so e
that education is life long, and if yoo can master the basics, you can successflly
navigate life.”

Hunt graduated from Saratoga Ceniral High School and went on to get a degres
in political science from Atlantc Christian College, which is now Barion College.
While his career paths teok varions furns thronghoat his life, the one constant has
been his seTvant leadership. Hunt has been a sheriff's deputy, an EMS dispatcher
and a small-town mayor. He also spent 15 years as the CEO of state institutions,
the majority of which was at Broughton Hospital. He finiched out his career as the
special exscntive to the facility director at the J. Iverson Fiddie Dievelopmental
Center. In 2015, the year Hunt retired. the state recognized his years of service
with the M.C_ Order of the Long Leaf Pine A presagious homor the govermor
awarnds.

Brougton Hospital brought Hunt to Burke County 23 vears ago, and he now
thinks of it a5 home. Hunt's wife, Scarlett, recently refired as a teacher with Burke
Conmiy Public Schiools and their son, Prior is 3 graduate of Patton High School
and Appalachian State University and plans to aftend law school. Hunt said he
and his wife have emjoyed being involved in the conmmmity and feel blessed by it
He said “We hawve had really zgood experiences with the school system with our
son godng througsh it and my wife working in it I mberenthy kpew serving on the
school board was something that I wanted to be a part of.™

Hunt's professional experience with education includes oversesing residential
schools at the Longleaf Menro-MMedical Treatment Center, the Morth Carelina
School for the Desf and Bronghion Hospital.

Hunt said his ime i state government brngs him vahable experience as a
board of education member. He said, “T am a budget hawk. [ believe that if you are
going fo change things for the better and make an impact, you bave 1o know the
systemn, otheraise you won't accomplish anything. and you will be lefi fmsmated. I
Eknowr the bureancracy of bow things work.”

Hint sees the role of the school boeard as 2 bonffer betwesn what is handsd down
from Flaleigh imto the classroom. His goal is to help find balance between teachers
teaching the cumiculum thet is set for them and giving therm the tools they nead
do their job. He said, “I feel for teachers and how the pressures of testing and other
measurements complicats the comicnham ™

He gaid, “T don't want o be a blockade. but a mitizating force so teachers can
sctually teach They know their jobs, and I want them to be able to do it T am
proud of our teachers and staff and all they do day m and day out to make our
schools work. They provide for our children in an untold mmober of ways. Thers
is no way to recognize evervihing they do as they do 50 much more than we see
ar bear sbout. They don’t do it because they want the accolades. They know the
effect they are having on kids' lives, just like the two to three teachers who had an
impact on my life as I was growing up.”

Hunt wants teachers to enjoy 4 good work life balance. He said, “Tt's not all
about work, and it's not all abour play. Yow have o work bard, and I appreciate and
understand thar teachers put in 0 pnach time ™

Since Humt joined the school board, he is most excited shout being a part of
fmalizing the plans to boild the new bountain View Elementary School. He said,
“T drive by there two fo three imes 8 week. It is thmlling to see it come sbout and
to know what it is poing to be and to knew I'm a part of it ™

Looking shead Hunt said be i= equally excited about the direction Morgan-
ton and Banke County are headed in. “T am looking forward to the growth of our
school system overall as Burke Coumty growrs. There are exciting things geting
ready to nost, and this is an exciting time to lve in Burke Coumnty,™

Cheryd Shyffer is the Public Relations Qfficer for the Burke County Public Schoal
Syrtam.
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210 Mulberry 8t. SW, Suita G 368 Weat LIS HWY 18E / 70 M. Main 5t., Suite 1
828-668-5003 828-548-3569 » . 828-237-1973

Bmarirgg, incluidusl sag depanding on sesery of g bows, securscy of svsluwtion, propac fe asd o mcdapk so emplficaies, “Oer bawrirg ssnk rd vid i inapection srs
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What's precious to you is precious to us.*"

Auto. Home. Life. Business. They all matter, so wrap them a
n a blanket of Nationwide® protection. We put members first
hecause we don't have shareholders ="

Join the Nation&: that knows what's important.

BURNSVILLE
(828)682-2325 Nationwide®
SPRUCE PINE SeRYkee
(828)765-2790

NEWLAND A
(828)733-9500 I R E N T
MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE

(866)346-4202 gsassociates

s Jf*f% =1
Regina Hensley Renee Woody liil:hele Riddle Crystal Amold D-BI'HI'EHBFE]I' [Iustrllnhmmn Emily Robinzon Ehelaa Miller
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commercial Agent
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Mot &l Mafionwide aMiaied companies are mutal companies and not all Matiomwide members are Insured by a8 mutual company. Natiomaide, ihe Naionwide M and Eagke Join
the Mation, What's precious ta you |6 precious io us and We put members

first because we dont have shareholders are service marks of Mationwide Mubual Insurance Company. @ 2017 Natiomwide Mutual Insurance Company. MPRA0T18AC.2
(D37
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY

Offering easy access to sporting events,
cultural activities, and educational opportunities

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE

Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees
Newly Expanded Dining Room/Patio

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

/A

www.marshillretire.com |

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970

b i s d o il d s o d a s s s s kAR R Rl i e

T
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