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“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before
thou camest forch oud of the womb I sanctijfied thee, and T
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. ™
Jeremiah 1:5

NOT!

3,000 a day in America do
Please Pray and Vote!

Is your day interrupted with a frequent need to use the restroom?
Bladder control issues are not a normal part of aging. Ouwr specislists are here to help with treatment

options to fit your nesds.
Call today for an appointment. M
(B28) 670-5665 | wrwsc.com L
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Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties
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ADOPTION SERVICE Grassy Cresk Bapaist () EMPLOTMENT Hospice of Tamcey (15) PROPANE
Chrisan Adoption Sarvir (3]~ Horizen (4) Carclina Home Care (12) hmericagas (48)
AUFOMOBILES - Dealers Pine Branch Bagist (5) EVENTS Claywa (20) NEALTORS
Buchanan Young (45) Peasant Grove Church of Crassnore School (35) Whitsos Realty (37)
ohm Gresne Chrysler (34) Bredhren (4) Freedom Like (16) INSUURANCE
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Tou Kiver Auts (14) St. Lucian Cathelc (5) Millr Insurasce Group (#1)  RERABILITATION/NURSING
The Bradge (4) FIREARMS Mitchell Co. Farm Burean (49)  Briam Cember (4, 26)
AUOMOBILES - Tire West Barnowills Baptist (5) Parker Firearms (13) Premier Inuurance (44) Smaky Ridge Rekab (18)
Fhil's Tire (51)
Spruce Pina Tire (37) CHIROPRACTIC FURNITURE JEWELRY RESTAUMNTS
Cruz Chiropractic (16) Buck Stowe (10) The Jewelry Conmection {11)  Abeles Restaurant (3%)
BOOK STORE L&8 Fursitare (40) Bamtam Chef (50)
Dellimgers Book Stere (41) COLLETE Pesples Farniture (51) MULCH Babba's Goed Eats (4Y)
Mayland Commumity Collegn (23) MeClure Malch Yard (13) Western Sizzin (20)
BUILDING SUPPLY HeDowell Toch (35) HEALTH CARE
Stroud's Buding Sapply (36) Bakersrille Commenity Cinic (24)  PHAKNACY ETAL
Summit Buslding Supply (34) CONCRETE SUPPLY Mission Realth (1.1,) The Prescription Pad (17) Grassy Creek Cnthing (47)
Boane's Concrets (17) Prait Health Care (21)
CHURCHES PFLUMBING/ HEATING RETIREMENT
Ntagass Baptist (1) P HEARING AIDE Barlesen Phumbing Heating (§)  Mars Hill Retirement (54)
Bakersville United Methodist (5) Jamie Miller {IT) Mirade Ear (53)
Banmer Elk United Methodist (4) POOL SERWICE TRANSPORTATION
Bear Creek Baptist (4) DENTIST HOME BUYER Ken Ray Pooks (49) Mitchell Co. Transit (3%)
Barry Chapal Baptist {4 Morganten Pediawic Dentitry (1) Sillman Home Buper (34) Yascey (o Transt (46)
Burlemeant Baptist (5) FOLITICAL
Burnseille Tth day Advemiist () EQUIPMENT REPAIR HOSPICE Jesh Dabson (A1) TREE SERWCE
Faith Fellewship (1) Superiar Canstruction/Repair (§) Hespice of McDowell (34) Mark Meadows (T) Ray's Trea Service (14)
Finst Advest Chrisian {4) Haspice of Mischel (31, 48) Mke Camsey (56)
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Church Directory

Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler

Sunday Schoal - 1000am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am
Wednasday - 7:00pm

Sunday School 10:00 A4
Sunday ‘Worship 11:00 AM
MMMEWM—

Sabbath (Saturday)
Bibla Study - 5:30 am
Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am

~ Altapass Baptist |
Church Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
s 48 Church Road 207 Pinabridge Avenua 280 Chapel 5L
R et S Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine. NC 20777
rintige Phone: (628) 765-8101 TBCWNC.org wewrws.barmychapalbaptist.com
L Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Sanvics 10:30AM St
Worship -11:00am .
iy Eiret = TN Wednesday Service 700 mm 11100 AM
e e % are By T | | Bunday School + 8:45-10:40am O Sunday Evening Care Mead/
m."i‘f'n"'&"ﬁ'&""“' Worship Service « 10:45am 8:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM
Discovery ages 12-18) Bunday Evening * & 30pm Our passicn i te help connect the Body of | Evening
Wednasdsy - T-00pm o ¢ htp ﬂ:;:‘hm'?fﬂ#hm% Servica T:00 PM
ﬂm M frameform our mn.mlr.
Bible Beseving Church” Loving God and Laving People nation and work See Joh 17:21) Aot Jesss Chyist i Lord
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
Ehritar Bhtireh hﬁrﬂﬂ_‘ Sy Pleasant Grove Church
11080 Hwy, 226 South Morganion, NC 28855 Adventist Church 1717 Harrell Hill Road
Spruce Pina, NC 28777 mﬁu;.“runﬁgn o 2187 Jameatown Road Bakersville. NC.
WAW.SPILCEDITIBUME O e argariton, NC ;
spumc3i@bellsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B828-584-8212 (B28)-458-1847
B26-7€5-7446 Associate Pastor mmm- Rick Mercar e e

Sunday School - 10:00 am
Waorship - 11:00 am

T A0 ‘Vegetarian Buffet affer church
Thi missian of Sprucs Fins Unisd “"“““"‘m"”'“ Waednesday W are a small, Chrisi-
Mithexliat Chusch 10 b & baacon on Sat. Band Practice 4:30PM Fraisa, Prayer & Proclaim - cantared of bellevers and
nmmmmm:rm o Chetat - 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Fducation, and Nuturing Service and Coming Agaen| www.morgantonsde org and kove with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy Creek Baptist Banner Elk Roan Mountain Missionary
500 East Fleming Drive Church Baptist Church
msliivelag 763 Old NG 226 Hwy Unihd!ﬂ;ﬂ‘mdistﬂhumh iy pritatahil
828-437-1212 e Ton At e P.0. Bax 68
www. grassyoraskbo.om mmmmmm Bakersville NC 28703
Pastors: Senior Pastor o Paster; Dr. C. Timothy Fowler
;.M"“‘_“;%m. Sunday m il Reverend Dan Brubaker 5' ' s
Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday School - 10:00 am hhﬂﬂpmﬂm' 1100
Sunday Wership 10:30 AM Wadnesday: Contemporary Servics - 340 am Evning - 630
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm “Tradtional Wership Senvics - 11:00 am s Bibie Shudy - 700
Seskers {young acuits) 7:00pe| anpmﬁh lsfing - Mon, “L p.:m Wednesday ;
www.myhorizonchurch.ong Id-wealk waorship 7-00pm Closed Meeting - Wed. Plasse
Transforming Lives Through “That MicheW County UM & UMM esing- 20852 100000 | | 730 courc whorm Chi b rclaoed
The Power of Jesus Christ! may kmow Christ® Engish Classas - Tues, & Thars, § - 5 pm and His Word i bolioved.

Franklin Graham

Vote Vote Vote
Deear Priend,

The most critical election of our Lifefime is only a
few days away. I"m writing o 2:k you oo please make
sure you WOTE.

I the 1ast presidential election, it's estimared that
20-30 million Christians stayed home. We can’t let this
happen azain' The fonme of our nation is Hding on this
election: reliFions freedom. the Supreme Court, pro-
tecting the unbom and our famdlies, mmd so nmch meore.
The Chrigtian veice nesds to be haard on Movember 8.

In mamy states, it's sl not too late to remister, and some allow yon to register and
viote on the same d=y. Pind ot if your state is one of them

Before you cast your ballot, research the party platforms (in the special Decision
election guide) on the issnes that are onportant to you—and above zll. pray! When
you head to the polls, offer o take your neighbors, fiends, and family who may
need a ride.

If Grod's people are silent during “such a fime a5 this™ (Esther 4:14, WETW), I fear
for what will become of our once grear and blessed naton. What kind of conniry
will we leswe for our children and srandchildren?

Leat’s prav together that our nation will tum back o God and that He will heal oor

Franklin Graham

B5_ Wil yvou join me in prayver live on Facebook at @ pm. ET on Nov. 77 Encourage
vour loved ones to pray with ns, too, by sharing thiz praphic on socisl media:

PRAY WITH ME

ON FACEBOOK LIVE

£ LvE

THE MIGHT BEFORE ELECTION Day

HOV., T AT 3:00 PM ET

Rvarend Frankiin Graham = President and CEQD gf the Billy Graham Evan-
pelistic Azzocigtion and qf Samaritan & Purze, an international Cheiztan religh

OFETHIZANoR.

vwwrw. brenews. com
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Church Directory

Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Church Baptist Church Baptist Church Baptist Church
Hwy 186
Plamires, NG 25554 327 Baar Creak Road 272 West Bumsvilla Chasrch Rd. 4868 Burkemont Rd,
B2B.TESEE1E Bakersville, NC 28706 Bumsvills, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
mﬂmm www.bearcreskbaptist.com (B28)-682-3680 B28-437-2357
Pastor Fan Far more information,
Reverend Bruce Cannon Pastor: Charlie Carroway pleasas visit
T Sunday School 8:45 AM Sunday Sehool: 9:45 a.m. MMAEHITSNOrEI LA
Lo Chon o Tsmdin Thirachey wardigs, T-80 oy Worship Sarvice 10:45 AM Moming Sarvice: 10:50 a.m.

Fussdon Yiah Wdnastay's, 530 grs Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
NNRNEHRR S L e e S Evening Worship 6:45 PM Wednesday Service 8:30 p.m. 8;30am - Early Worship
gt g | [ [eresseyWorp M || g bereesmees | | 9:45am - Sunday School
st Tran o Fattr il vy wtmimer i | |"Fior God 80 loved the world, he whis ministering o he ssitusl and 11:00am -

sk in myrame. gave his only Son,.* pivysizal meads of sur church and oommunity. 6:00pm - E'H"Il'lh"; Worship
s e First Baptist Church of Burnsville Seventh— |  [Faith Fellowship Church
t. Lucien’s Spruce Pine day Adventist Church Champ Ray Re.
128 Sraet 283 Crest View Road Micavile, NC 28755
Catholic Church Spre P NE o877 Bumville, NC (a7
503 Summit Street BI8-TH5-0411 23 B28-GB2-TATE wuw flen.ong
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 i ey wew rrado g
Pastor Ed Couser
Phone (828) 765-2224 o Rocky Branch Pastor: David Gillssple
Rocky
Senlor Pastor Sabbaih (Seturday)
Pt Lusdk Lunch every Sabath By Shog - AL am
T | | i | | SRR
Sunday Mass 8:00 am g - 8:00 pm Bivke: Study - 5:30 AM “Th steps of a good man &
Wednesday Faith Formation g - B, pr mmﬂ erarad by e Lond:
Arvd hat deligivieth in his way."
6:00 pm O God, Subming to Goat - | |Fakowstip Prayee Moating) i gpm| P 3723
Bakersville United ; T .
Methodist Church You can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know
118 S. Mitchell AvenLs where your church is and when yon meet by listing
Bakersville, NC 28705 in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible and
B28-T&5-9015 effective advertising is specially priced at $300.00 per
vear for our churches - approximately 55.75 a week!
Pastors -
Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
Rev. Gene Lanier
! ] F. a
Sunday School 11:00 AM Call us at 8§28-765-6800 to enroll in
Morming Worship 10:00 AM this important outreach effort.
"Come grow with us”

Foothills Baptist Bible College

Winter Quarter Begins

By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

FEBC soon begns its winter
quarter. Resiztration will take place
1' frome 5:00 PA unfl §:30 PAL on
MNovember 15th. The courses which
L"rb\kjl' will be tanzht are Creation-Science,
Fevelation L Cults, and Bible Dinc-
1' trines II. T register for aoy or all of these classes, call
- _.-—a: = 828-460-4033 for more information.

The courses in FEBC are s=t up on a quarterly basis,
The classes meet on Toesday evenings from 6:30 PM. until £:10 P23 =t 10346 Zion

Hill Enad im Marion.

The president. Dir. Torn Walker said " Te are in our fourth vesr of operation
here at Foothills. The school gradusted its first class in Fune of this year Thres
students received Associate degrees and ten pradusted with the Bachelor's degres.
Mdost of those who qualified to zraduate this past suonmer are going for more
advanced degrees at our nsttation."

The professors are well qnalified and bave a heart for instmcting and helpimg
those who desire to serve Christ. All the faculty has af least one Doctoral degree
and some multiple omes.

D Walker said, "This is an opporiunity for those who want to stdy to work
for Christ to receive a good education in a local setfing. Peopls who are poing to
be preachers and pastors, those who are going to the mission field, or folks who
Just want to gain mors insight o the Word of God, are welcomes to apply for
admission at FEBC."

The school web zite can be found st worw FoothillsBBC orz.

Tom Walker iz Prasident of Foothills Baptis? Bible College and Pastor of Zion Hili
Baprizt Church in Marfon, NC.

v

e 1

A \]

Before I formed thee in the belly T imew thee; and before thon camest foreh one
gf the womb I sancifled thee, and I ordaired thee @ prophet unie fhe mations.
Jeremiah 1:5
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Thus saith the Lord thar made thee, and formed thee from e womb, which will

help thes; Fear not, O Jaced, my servam; and thon, Jesurun, whom I fave cfio-
sen. Isaiah 44:2

PTG il LU0
PTG
W‘“‘m LISLIL

urleson
Plumbingg Heating

OUR NEW SHOWROOM
IS NOW OFEN...
COME SEE US!

EE=2E

828-765-4042
burlesonplimbing com

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

WW W W W

Official 5 Star Medicare Facility

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

« We accept Medicare / Medicaid / Managed Car Ins.
« VA Contract

« Respiratory Therapy In-House

= Speech Therapy

*» Physical Therapy In-House

= Dccupational Therapy In-House

= Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour / 7 Days a Week

« Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall

= Call us for Reservation Program

Call to Schedule a Tour
or Stop By Today!

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park
Phone: (828) 765-7 3']"

Fax: (828) 765-7295

No Regrets: Wha s really in Control?
By Pastor Dean Honeyoutt
Mirchell Couniy

1 love this time of the yvesr And this fall has been won-
derful in the mountains The leaves are beantiful and the
ool crisp mommngs make me fee] slive. T am so gratefial
for God's gondness toward me and noy family. He has
done some wonderfinl things for vus. Most wonderfally,
He has rescned us from sin and death and set ns on a path
to Heaven,

Pam and I are bath imeolved with children and families now on a daily basis. We
are teaching and sharimg God’s word five days 2 week  God opened a door for us
and we are very thankful for the opportunity. The responsibility we have is fre-
mendons; every child is precions in the sight of the Lord. We definitely believe in
Christian education and the power of God's wond to change lives.

By the time vou read this article the next President of the United States will have
been elected. Regardless of who that person may be God is in Control. There are a
lot of people out there who are wormied about the fisture of America and the fimancial
burden our couniry is in. They are concermed sbout dzht o life, family valuwes and
protecdon, relipions liberty, and public education. And we are in 3 mess it seems
like This topic is nsually brought up at least once doring conversations I have with
people. But I want to bet vou know that as bad as things may appear. God is sall m
control Mot one thing escapes (hod or takes Him by surprise. He i= never thrown
off puard or unaware of what is poing on God never makes mistakes, never tikes 8
break, and He is present everywhere. .. af 2ll times. Folks, (God is setting the stage
for The Second Femm of Christ and we betier be ready to mest Him.

Liftle do we realize we are puppets n the Master's kands. YVes, we have free will,
bat our freewill ends where God's soversiznty begins. God i=s soversign over all
tings. God did not creste the world and life and then nom i beese to fnction on its
own. He, however, created everything for His divine purpose so that Jesans Christ
might have the presminence. (Col. 1:18) The Bible savs all things were created by
Him and for Him God is not plaving a chess game with us, waiting to see what we
are going to do, and then respond accordingly. Grod does not wait for us to make
our move and fisare out what He 1z gping to do to counteract. God has a divine
plan and only God can orchestrate every event perfectly even m the plicht of =in to
bring slory to Himself Therefore God is i contral. T may not knoor what the fotare
holds, ot I know Who holds the fistare. The Bible says “heaven is His throne smd
earth is His foatstoo]”. We are under Him.

This Thanksziving I want to think aboat 21l the pood things God is doms. God
ha=s blessed me with 2 wonderfnl family, chorch family, and friends. And T know
that God is poing to make all things right one dav. [ have the greatest health care
plan any one could ever have. .. it is called “Eternal Life™.

Poalm I03: 1-5
1 Biass the LORD, Q my sowl: and all that iz within me, bazz his holy name.
2 Blgss the LORD, O my zowl, and forger not all his bengfits:
3 Wha forsiveth all thine infquities; who healath ail ty diseazes;
4 Who redeameth thy e from destruction who crosmeth thee with lovingkindness
and fendar marcies,
J Whe satizfieth thy mourh with good things, so that 1y voudh = renewed like the
@qgie’s.
FPsaglm 103: 19-22 {ETT)
19 The LORD hath prepaved his ifrone in the heavens, and his Engdom ruleth onver
i
20 Bigss the LORD, ye hiz angels, that excel i srength, thar do kis commandmens,
hearkening wio the voice qf his womnd
21 Blass ye the LORD, ail ye hiz hosts; ye minizters af his, that do his pleasure.
22 Blass the LORD, all hiz works i ail places gf iz deminion: bles the LORD, O
Hy soul

Dday the Lord bless you and Eeep vou.
Live life with “IWo Begrets™

Pastor Dean Honepoudt shephends Snow Hill Baprizt Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at §25-385-0213, snowhilibaptistasmail.cam . or VisiT ther
website at wwwsnowhi[bapiist. com.

SCAR [i3

Superior Construction & Repair

865 Oak Avenue * Spruce Pine, NC 28777
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Congressman Mark Meadows
Principled Leadership ¢ Conservative Values

B |

"Since I was elected to Congress in 2013, I have made a commitment
every day to uphold and defend the Constitution, fight for
conservative values, and to listen to the voices of my employers -- the
constituents of North Carolina's Eleventh District. With the election
right around the corner, I would be honored and humbled to have
your support on November 8th as we continue fighting for the
principles that our founding fathers held dear."

Sincerely,
-Mark Meadows

Mark .

MEADOWS

C ONUGIRESS

Paid for by Meadows For Congress
meadowsforcongress.com
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Restoring our Judeo-Christian Heritage

In 2008, some of the board membars of the Morth
Carplinag Christian School Association became gravely
concerned about the increasing lack of knowledze and
respect for our Judeo-Christian heritage and decreasing
morality in America. As a result, Benum America was
oficially stared m April 2008, of which Dr. Fon Baity is
the founder and president.

2007

= Bronght over 12 000 to Faleizh in support of the Marnagze
Amendment

= Bronghe 3,000 to Yadkin County to counter the ACLIs threats
against county commissioners’ longstandmg radition of prayer
in Jesus' Mame.

= Worked to mnseat Midway comomnity afficials who opposad
praver in Jesus' Mame, completely replacing them with faith-
friendly candidates,

2008

= Worked with Vadkin County pastars in successfolly voting
down a liguor referendum and voting ot o Commissioners
who opposed prayer in Jesns' Mame.

2008

= Drespite snow and ice that affected the majority of the state,
inchding 12-F temiperamres, 5,000 were once again brought to
Halifax iall in Faleigh to support the State Legislamre o brng
the Mamaze Amendment out of the House mnd Senats to allowr
the people fo vote.

2000

= Worked with pastors to bring over 4,000 to the toem of King,
N, to coumter the ACT s threats against the city for fiyinz a
Christizn flag at their veterans’ memorial park. Thanks in part to
these efforts, the flag sall flies today.

2011

= Bromght over 5,000 people to Halifax Mall m Faleizh o
encourage the State Lepislatire and State Senate to pass the ball
io allow the people of Morth Carolina the opportunity to vote for
the Mamiaze Amendment to the State Constitution. Although
there were tormential rains across the area, the Lord mirsculonsly
held the rain off of the crowd

2011

= Held the final Mamiage Amendment Rally im April to enconr-
age the people to get cut and vote for the Mamiage Amendment
According to Capitol Police, over 8,000 were in artendance.

Since 2006, Retmmn America has achieved astoundmg snocess.
= Mgy 7, 2012 - The Marfage Amendment passes in North
Carolina st §1-39%.

2013

= Acsisted in providing the McDowell County school system
with a policy that gives the students of MoDowell Coumty the
right to use the Mame “God™ in a public school setting. The new
policy also gives school staff the same privileges,

= Bronght over 3. 000 people to Salishury to show their suppornt
for the Fowan County commiizsioners who have chosen to con-
fme o pray in Jesws' Mame decpite threats for the ACTTT.

L. Ron Baity iz President of the Retiom America Foundations,
ar organization dedicated fo building a network of churches
amd radividhialz o educate, mofivate and mobilize ctizens in a
umited gffort in promoiing Judee-Chreistian values,; fo educate
and nffuence govermmeant in these principles ypon which our
state ard mafion were foundad.

The male manch from Calvary Bap-
fizt Church begins fo the Feterans '

- .-- —'I

Ao e i ol e W ey
§ P A e ok i, [
o 5 o f

Board of Return America and over 110 pastors
who affended

www. bremews. com
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Life Lessons

By Dwoug and Barbara Harrell

Back in the early 20's one of our daughters asked me
o0 g0 1o an appommment with her and her husband o
Duke. She was expecting ber second child  Afier the
birth of her first she was mid thar, because of her high
risk, she would need to deliver any subsequent children
at Duke With great snticipation of seeing the ultrasound
, I quickly accepted. Thers was some concem becanse
Greta was bom with spina bifida and Sheun’s alder
brother had died st birth with spina bifids. The techmician
bezan fo move the machine over her small baby bamp and T ahwest lost my breath.
Even I conld see the disruption in the spine. We were all devastated. Even as they
were finishing the nlrasound, e hospital room filled with people. There had to
be 12 to 15 doctors, purses and even 3 chaplam who had comme o assure Greta that
she gqualified fior an aboron and when did they want to set it up. With big fears
rmunning down her face che looked at them as only she can and told them i no un-
certain tenms that this baby would never be aborted. Toming to me 35 this learned
group leoked on, she sxid to me with tears strsamying dowm ber chesks, “Where
would I e MMother if you had aborted me™ Ruch
to the dismay of these doctors she cammied this child
o full temm. He was bom with spina bifida, bladder
problems, and severe club fest. He wore casts for
the first § months of his life

Idot worth moch some folks would say. What
can people like Grefa and Bradley accomplizh in
this Life?

Well, they can do a lot. Greta has had an awe-
some family of four children all Christians serving
n 50 many ways it would take too long to fell you.
She has mun marathons and is now becoming a mrse
with hizh honors. Many times. a5 she was growing
up, she would get to feeling somy for herself and we
wonld g0 out to the talking log. It consisted of talks
about "I don't know why vou are like you are, but
Grpd bad 3 reason snd sometimes we don't knoa:"
Mow she looks at me and says™ I wouldn't change a
thimg abont whe I'was and whoe I am." If T had oot
dealt with these obstacles, then [ would not be the
person I am woday." God Bless her, He has nsed her
in S0 many Ways.

Bradley is now 22 and be has plaved baseball,
wrestled, fishes, Inants and plays the guitar and E
simes like an angel. Oh what the world would have
mizsed if these childrem had been aborted.
Barbars (Mdimi)

The Eest of the Story

Twro years ago, we were planning oar aomaal
grouse hunrins mip to Wisconsin and Bradley called, asking if he could go as
well I'was planning at that time to take several of the prandsons and meet ope of
oy sons, Greg, in Hiles, Wisconsin on this aip. Bradley lowves fo bunt and fish,
bt whem he called abounr this mip ooy Grst thought was, Iwould love to have him
bt how in the world would he be able to walk 10-12 miles per day on crutches
throngh the woods and camy 8 gon as -
well? After only 3 moment of hesits- {
tion I repliad, "Ves, come on and go
withns.”

Az Barbara has mentioned, the doc-
tors wanted to abort Bradley before
he was bom, he walks with cruiches
and has had mumerous operations on
his lezs and feet, so I shook oy head:
bt knowing Bradley’s determination,

I thought, what the beck? Duning the
weak Bradley did not complam_ he did
not sit i the ttuck, he hmfed. On one
of the bunts he and I went dowm a frail
ahout two miles and we came to a dead
end at a swamp out in e middle of the forest. I looked at Bradley and told him,
"Bradley, we can cut across this swramp and it is about 200 yards fo the trail where
we came in of we can backirack around the trail we came in on, which do you
prefer? He dhought for just 3 second, looked at me and said, "let’s go through the:
gwamp." Bradiey had a sling for his gon that he carried on his back when we were
wilking, so I told kim to give me the gon and I wonld carmy it acToss the swamp.
Az we started across the swamp, Bradley would oy to find finm places to put his
crurches, bt they would often siok in up to his bands. Bradley would jost pull
them back out and try azain. We made it across the swamp, I sat down on 8 rock,
looked at Bradley with tears in niy eyes, "come over here and it down with me

a minute Bradley " He cams over and we sat there for 8 moment, T looked at him
with tears rolling down nay chesks and =aid “Bradley, you have the outstandins
stud hoss sward as far as I am concemed”. We most remmember, God has a purpose
for each of us. We don’t have handicaps in His eyes, we have oppornmities to
bring glory to Him. As He replied to Paul, ooy grace is snfficient!

Doug (Papaw)

Doue Horell &= a ljfe-long resident off Mitchell County, Chimer gf Havrell Hill
Farmz, Inc, a member gf Bear Creek Baptizt Chrch and Publisher gf the Blue
Ridge Christian News.

As our nafion drifts towards secularizm, pray for God to
bless us with a spiritual revival

O It seems to me like we're becoming less and less religions
smd moral 25 8 naton Tsn't this what some of the recent polls

are surmestimpe? Could this ever change? — Mrs. A ).

A: Yes in racent decades our nation certamly hes heen drifi-
ing from its Fodeo-Christian roots, and in many ways has
become increasingly secular. We've come to tolerate atiitdes
and ways of living that wonld have been frowned upon only a few generations ago,
and the oumber of people who say they have no religions belief continnes to grow.
And evenmally we will pay a price for this, because when a nation sbandons God,
it also abandons living by God's meoral standards. And ence this happens, we could
end up in moral anarchy and social chaos, in which everyone does what e or she
wants to de — even if it s someone else. We will become like ancient Israel dur-
ing one stage of s history: "In those days Israe] had no king; everyone did as they
saw fit" (Tudmes 21:25).

Can this be reversed? Yes, it can — if God intervenss and brings spirinal revival
to our kand. It has happensd m e past. and it can happen again, a5 we repent
and pray and ask God to bring us back to Himself. This i especially important, T
balieve, during an electon year. The Bible tells us to pray for "all those in suthority,
that we may live peacefil and guiet lives in all godliness and holiness" {1 Timothy
vy B

Regardless of what happens in the fature, however, make it your goal o live for
Christ If vou have never done s0 — or if you're tmoerain — commit your life to
Him today. Then ssk Him to help you to be "blamelsss and pure .. in a warped amd
cooked generation™ (Philippians 2:15).

The pain and scars abortion canses runs deep, but Cod won't turn his back on
those invelved

O Maybe some women can go through an shortion and never feal puilty, but I'm
oot ome of themn T fee] terrible over what T did, and every time I drive by a school
playzronnd I'm almest conswmed with grief. Will I ever get over this? — T

A Ope of abomion’s nnseen (and vnacknowiedged) consequences & exactly what
you have experienced: deep regret and gmilt over what happened

Tragzically, however, sometimes a far different consequence takes place: spirinal
and emotonal insensiivity to what happened. This, I fear, is the reaction of far oo
many in our sociery mday. The reason is becanse we have become centered only
on ourselves and what we want, rather than on God and His will for our Lives (and
the lives of our children both borm and ymbemm). The Bible wams. "Woe to those
who call evil zood and pood evil, who pot darkowess for lizht and light for darkoess"
(Isaigh 5-200).

What yon did was wrong in God's eves — but He has not rejected you or sban-
doned you. He loves yoa, just 25 He loved the child that was growing in your wormb
{and is now, T am confident, safely m His presence). Furthenmore, wihen Christ died
on the cross, all vour sins — without excepiion — were iransferred to Him, and He
took npon Himssalf the jndzment you deserved. As the Bible says, "He is the atoming
sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 2:7).

Accept God's gift of forgiveness today, by furming to Christ and by faith mviting
Him to come mto your Life. Then believe that His promise of forgiveness is tue, and
that someday you will go to be with Him forever. In addition, ask Him to help vou
reach ot to others whose hearts and minds have been scamed as yours has been.
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By Barbara Hairsll

Oh, God! Please send Bevival!

What would happen in this conntry if e Fevival
wonld come!

The Lord has given us this message: “[fmy people
wha are called by my nawe will bumble themsahes, and
pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways,
than T will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins
ared heal thetr land. ~ 2 Chronicles 7:14.

First of all, he is talkingz to His people, not all the
people. Ihad read this many times and would get
depressed becase if looked bopeless to me. Then I real-
ized be is only mlking o His people.

What would revival look like in this land cormpied by every sin imaginabla?
What wonld it look like in our small comer of WCT Brother helping brother, Lowe
for all but courage to stand up for God-—fior His code of conduoct. All “(God’s
people™ willmg to stand up and say they belong to Him Concem for fellownamn
instead of a faf pockethbook! Concern for babies being killed! Concern for the
state of our moral decay!

Well! What can just one person do? Sometimes (most of the time) changes
come when one person makes a decision! [ read a story sbout 3 man mamed Evan
Roberis. He was deeply concerned about the spirimal conditton of Watbes, his
native land. He began to pray and in a very short period of tme revival had come
and 100,000 were added to God’s role. (God hears!

Let's look at the rest of the werse God has given us to follow. We are o “bum-
ble ourselves™ How hard is that? Very hard! Pride—We are 3 prideful people!
We are prond of our country, our church pur home our friends, our position! Oor
everything! If we admit sing people will think less of us—mayhbe, we conld just
mentally adwit it and other people wouldn®t have to koo,

We have “all” fallen short and sinned. Mo, I haven't nmrdered someons! I
kaven't robbed anybody! But I have sioned . [ have locked at that onatfit ad cow-
eted. I have looked at that person whao s grosshy sinning and felt so superior. 1
had money and kept it. I have not followed God’'s guide for giving—and the list
goes on and on. God says these smiall sins are just as bad as one of the “biz” sins.
Char superior attitude just might be our biggest sin.

God says forus to Pray and Seek His face—Maybe even down on our knees
begzing for forgiveness for ourselves and our coumtry.

And to tum from our wicked ways—Great and small—Personal and corporate.
Ewerything from personally for giving a brother for a shight fo corporately for the
death of 3000 babiss being killed every day.

God's part is to bear ns from heaven and if we coms o Him He will hear ws.
And He will forgive us!

And hopefully it is not too late for Him to spare our land for 3 tme!

Hezl our Land! WHEEE IS AMERICA I THE END TIMEST Well we knowr
from the prophets that Amernica is not mentioned, so we have to believe that she
has slready fallen. s if too lae BOWT

Leat’s look at the story from 2 Kings 22 and 23. These verses tall us that Josizh
became king when he was 8 years old, but be did what was right in the sight of the
Lord. When JTosiah was 2§ years old, he was having the Houwse of God cleansd
up. A scroll was found snd we know today that it was God™s Word. When Josiah
heard it, he tore his clothes. He wanted to know what they neaded to do to get
right with God.

He was told the Lord was going to destroy them because they had not bseen
faithfinl to Him. But read the message God sent to him. 2 Kings 22: 19 "hecause
Jyour haart was tender, and you humbled yourse]f bafore the LORD when you
hgard what I spoke against this place and agams? i imhabitants, that they would
become a desolation and a curse, and you fore your clothes and wapt bgfore Me,
Talzo ke heard yon,” says the Lord™ Mow see what God has for himy now 2
Eings 22:M) “Swrely; thergfore, Twill pathar you fo your fothers, and you shall
e parhered to your grave in peace, and your @ees shall not seq all the calamity
wihich Iwill bring on this place. ™ 2 Kings 23:3 “The EHng siood By a pillar and
made a covemant before the LORD, fo follow the LORD and to keep Hiz com-
muanadments and Hix resimomies and His standes, with all iz heart and ail Fix
sould, fo parfhem the words gf thiz covenant that were wrilten i this book. And all
the pecple fook a stand for the covenant.

Josiah followed thronzh and burned all the idpls, removed the priests of other
gods, and everything that was not of God.

This story gives me hope that it is not too Late to fum back to God. Pray for our
coumiry and Viode vour Christian beliefs.

Barbara Harrell loving mother, grandmotier and great-grandmother: Part ovner
Biue Ridge Chrisfian News.
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Here just a few months ago I had the opportanity to be J"" 1
in Haiti once azain Haiti is a very troubled country. It L w1y
has been since the conntty became its own nation, escap- ﬁ!l.

ing the clutches of the French back m the 1800°=. Haid
is a couniry full of cormpoon, greed, poverty, disease,
and dread. There is po middle class in Haii. The nch
get richer and the poor remain the peorest of aoy other
nation i the world. Americans have not helped the
isswe very moch. Well-mesning nussionaries bave gone in and passed out 50 mamy
clodees that is has killed the Haifian clothing market For yesrs we have sent
large cargoe ships of nce, killing the Haitian rice market, MMaoy of the fanmers have
left their fields in hopes of finding jobs n one of the cities sesing that they can no
lomger compete with fres rice. Becauze of the desperation of the people, there are
many roead blocks that can pop up anyiime. While thers we were sfopped at 4 road
block. I had taken a bos frorm Port au princs, the capital, to Les Cayes. My plan
was to hire 3 motorcycle from Les Cayes and travel the 3 and % hours through
CAIyOns, 3055 [Ivers and up mountsin reads to our base o the remote mountains,
O my way ont we stopped at 3 bas stop to get hmch. [ poticed so much maffic
gathered there. Ufpon asking about 21l the traffic, I found that theve was 2 road block
up ahead These road blocks can Last for days untl the police can get enough of

a force ont fo remvove it Afier a couple of hours I neticed the motorcycle dovers
were getiing through. I asked my nferpreter to find owt from ome of the drvers if
they were getting through He came back and szid no they wers not. 5o we waited
another hour  Sall watching the motorcycles come from around the comer  (The
road block was about 8 mile from the bus stop). I asked noy nterpreter to ask
another mptoarcyc be drover if they were getting throngh One of the drvers said, I
can get vou thronsh T asked him if he had two mors 35 there wers 3 of us phes our
hipgage He came back and sure enonsh there were 3 motorcycles. The bus driver
did not want to give 1= our lugeage as he was thinking it wiould be too unsafe forus
io ravel around the road bock especially with an American. Fipally be concaded,
Tt be told ns that he was not responsible for our safety. We packed wiat we had
on the modorcycles and gof it srapped down and then off we went A= we began to
approach the road block you could see that they had taken a shipping contaimer and
blocked the road. Mo one could pass through.  Suddenly we tumed off to the lefi on
2 pig mail. Itwas nothing more than a small foot path. We maveled for some dis-
tance, past many md bouses. Then we mumed off into a Geld, once azain raveling
for some distance. All of the sndden there were some of the peopls that came nm-
collar, they said, it is 2 men of God, let him pass. We wok another tom and before
lomg e were at the road, bat the protestors had put a shipping container i front of
the frail 5o the motorcycle could not pass. We had to go the rest of the distance by
fiont, but Praise the Lord we made it past the blockade. We finmd a3 tuck not a1 up
the road. These little trucks are called tap taps. It is the taod senice. It i a linle
fmick where you pay a small fare and get info the back. When you get to the place
you want to stop, you tap the side of the wock and they will pull off the road. you
pay the fare and they contimee on. They put me i the fromt of the tock with my
inberpreter and our other Brother got in back. We were waiting for the truck fo ger
full before he would go. It was not long umil we heard pum fire. ‘The driver junped
in the truck and took off. The police had started firmg on the protestors.

To be coniimued,

Craorge Patfon is an evangalistmissionary fo the warld from race Baptist
Church in Morsanion.

“Dangerous Grief"

By Jacob Willis
Tancey Coungy

Hopefully yon are reading this aricle becanse in some
way this ttle caught your eye. Maybe you wonder what
could be danmerous about grief, or maybe you think you
slready know. In beresvermsnt we speak shout a positive
erief progression. Mowving from feslings of demial anpsr,
reseniment, bittermess hopelessness, and depression fo
feelimps of acceptance. pezce. and bope. This, by definition
i the zoal of bereavement programs. To assist people in this gentle prosression.
Some people kave these fealings in order, oders have these feslings all jambled
up, and =il others kave them all af tee same tme. The most important thing is not
geting stuck in depression and bitterness. It is ok to embrace these feelings. In
fact it is essential to embrace the negatve empotions of grief.  If you mn fom these
feelmgs then vou mn the risk of never mmly making a positive progression through
erief You do oot get over grief, you get through it

At Yancey Hospice we offer a thineen month follow up for famdlies that have lpst
loved ones. Cur hope is to walk beside them during this meost difficult time of groef
We provide mailings, phone calls and visits to families experiencing grief. Chrng
thiz fime I observe all different types of grief and people of all different ages priev-
ing_ I szee all different kinds of coping stwles. Each style is umique to the persan
and their reladonship with their loved one. I feel there are thres major mhibitors
1o 3 pETSOD experiencing A positive grief progression.  If not recognized and deal:
with 2 person may mever get io 2 place of peace and acceptance. I believe they are
as follows: being too basy o grieve, being foo srong o greve, and being too sad to
grieve. (Oher the next three months we will aienipt to break down each of these and

Being oo busy to grieve is easy o do. It may even seemn like a lepitimate way
1o get ower & loss. Certainly work, especially physical labor, can be a siress reliever
and a good way to cope. However, work taken to the extreme may become an
escape from prief. It may seem as thongh the more T work the more I appear to be
ower it, and when I finally et home I collapse n bed due o exhanstion. I fael that
Thave climbed Griefs Mountain near.  In some senze T ey be comvinced this 55
really warking for me buot this only leads to two things: one is exhastion and two
is lasting depression.  When I buom my candle at both ends to avoid the silence of
an empty bome, or I work il I am so tired seven days a week rather than face a
Sunday at clnmch, or at hoone zlone; I skip into 3 dependence oo exhanstion. Tam
relying on work to replace my loved ome's presence, and no matter how nach yon
love your job it cannot replace the pain i your beart. It can mask it @l yon become
sick physically, sick mentally, and mght back at square one. Mo closer to a positive
proeression than before,

Femember if grief is Hell then the key is on the inside of the door. The more I
waork for the sake of iznoning grief the longer I rernaim m this cycle of pam. When
I'bezin to take a few moments each day to embrace my feelings. no matter how
dark or depressing, I will begin to slowhy tum the key to my cell Bementhar yon
can't belp vour feelings, bat you can help what vou do with them.  If T totally iznore
them they do not just magically disappear. They fester into 3 deep bittemess and
depression we may not even be aware of This dangerous packing of feslings is
mare prominent with men than wormen, althongh, women can be equally as guilty.
It is only when we take our feelings o Jesns that we begin to tmaly deal with our
pain and depression. This takes e, It takes us being intentionsl for a space of
time each day. Each of us need to be kesnly aware of how mach time is enough
Listen o the Spirit and allow Him to direct your grief. Femember Psalm §5: 4 —

5 "Happy are those who choosg o bring near to lha in your courts. e shall be
saiigfied with the poodnecs af vour houze, your holy fempie By awasome deed:s you
answaer wr with deliverance, O God gf our salvation you ane the hope of all the ends
g the earth and the farthest seqs.”

Jesus is waiting to meet you m your darkest place of grief and bong vou to 3 posi-
tive place of hope and peace. Take the time today to grieve in His presence.

Jacob Willis is an erdained pastor and Bereavemens Coordinator for Yancey
Counify Hospice. Tou may contact him aif facolwiihospiceqfiance).org.
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A Thanksgiving to Femember
By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Mitchell County

Every year in Movember my family looks forward o the
Thanksgiving holiday with great anficipation. There are a
couple of reasoms for this anticipation. The frst is the op-
pornmity for our family to gather together and spend tme
with each other and give thanks fo the Good Lord for all
He has blessed us with thronghout the previous year. Cur
family is scattered from Maine to Sonth Carolma and the
holidays ars usually the only time of year we have the opporumity o be tozsther
Secondly thers i 4 traditon thet the outdeor=men in my family have looked foraard
io for many years: the opening of the rifle season for deer huntimg. This may soumd
silly to most people baf where I'm from; it & practically a boliday in itself

Growing up in Western Morth Caroling as a boy brought many opporunities to
enjoy the outdoors in God's beawtifal creatton. In these days, video games and satal-
Lite televisiom were mot even heard of at our house. Even if they had been available,
ory parents could not have afforded them. Many of mry uncles and consins were
beavily imvolved i fishing and buntmg. Mot only was this a great pastime. bt & pot
some mighty fine eating on the mble for the family. When I was in grade school, my
older brother Afike would shars with me that he wonld be going squirre] hunting the
next day, o somehow I shways managed to miss the schoold bos that nesd day (Don't
tell Mdania ). Daddy drove oor onby vehicle fo work and hMama had no way to get
me to school w0 me snd wy brother wonld set out on thase cold and crisp fall mom-
ings in search of oak mess and sray sqaimels. My grandmother wonld clesn what
she called “a mess of squirmels™ and make us squimmel gravy and biscuits for lunch.
As a young boy, T thonght it was the best eating ever.

As the years passed and we got older we moved on to hunfing big game such as
deer. The older men in our family passed dowm the “Enow bow™ of hunting to us
younger ones. Many times, I would see a big buck hanging from a skinning pole or
iree lmib and day dream of the time I would hamvest ooy first deer. Eveniually, that
e would come and go and the wadition of lnnting deer every year becams oy
own iraditton. Though harvesting a deer to me is quite enjovable, it's all the things
that zo along with honfing that T look so forward to each year. Unless one has spent
the fime in the wonds when the sun is fsing and the moming is “coming slive”,
one ¢an never imderstand the feeling of awe and mepirstion that is falt T sometmes
wionder as I observe the wildlife arcund me or the beanty of the view from atop a
mountain bow people can say they don’t believe there is 2 God who crested it. The
quiemess of God's creation gives 3 time for prayer and contemplation and soome-
fmes while reading my Bible, God has spoken to me through His Word something
that ory heart needed. There is also the enjoyment of sharng the suwocesses of a fel-
low bhmmter or heaning the story of the big one that got away before offering a shot.
Seeing the smiles, hearing the stores, and simply enjoving the camaraderie duat
zoes along with the season can really make some great memaries.

Oiwer the last conple of years, T have endeswored to pass alons this tradifion to noy
sons. I want them to umderstand that teere is more to do than just play compuies
Zames or watch a 24-hour carteon channel God has given us His creation to enjoy
and use for our benefit. It's important to Ty o take advantage of every oppormimity
I have to spend time with them Hunfing and fishing gives many opporiumities to ket
them be boys by exploning, moning, climbing treas, seeing wildlife, etc. Odften there
is not rch hanting or fishing mvolved but 2t keast we are together, They are tanght
to respect God's creation and to zive Him thanks for the tme He allows us to spend
together enjoying it

Movember of 2002, brought a day that neither me nor my boys will ever forget.
The weeks pror v Thanksgiving I had promized the boys I would take them bung-
mg. As many kids do when eoking forward to a special date, almost every day they
wonld ask “Traddy, how many days untl we go deer lnmting™ T wonld coumt the
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would come again
Thanoksgiving Diay finally ammved and we rolled ot of bed aronnd 4:30 2 m.
When I waoke the boys, I asked them “The you want to 2o deer bimting ™ Their
reply was 3 loud, “Yea!” They jumped from thers beds, stagmerme from sleepiness,
They put oo layer after layer of clothing that their Mama had laid out e night be-
fore and walked like robots to the tuck. The moming was crisp and clear with stars
shiming brightly in the sky. A hesvy fiost was laving on the gronnd that looked as
if a light spow had fallen during the night We drove in the cold moming air the 20
minrtes to our nring destination while I listened fo te boys mik exciedly of the
potential that the moming umt may bomg. As we exited the tock and our boots hit
the frozen, cranchy ground. steam rose from our meonths as we breathed in and ex-
haled the cold pre-dawn air. We offered a prayer to God to watch over us with safety
amd bless us with a snocessful lnmt. I told the boys to be a3 quiethy as possible,
but with every step we made there was a loud frosty crumch. We made our way o
the hilltop abowe our proumnd blind mmd walked down the other side. The blind was
covered with the white frost which mads the zipper on the side tough to umrip.
We entered the blind and sestled our gear on the ground and waited for daylizht fo
break_ The boys laid dowmn
on the ground wrapped in all
the layers of clothes and fell
asleep. I could hear them

sofily bresthing, fast asleep,

and [ whispered back and
forth for a while as we occasionally gazed out of the blind to look for deer

Suddenly we heard the faint sound of something walking on the frosty ground.
Closer and closer it came. To the left of the blind the buck appesred walking as if
he was purposely heading to a certain destination. I whispered for Gabriel to be as
quiet a5 possible, for the buck was only about 20 vards sway. {mabriel whispered,

“I zea hirn, Diaddy, [ ses him!™ Skowly I raised my nifle. carsfil not to maks amy
naise. By heart began to mce and my breathing became labored as if T had just

nm i a race. { Yo haaters will mmderstand that). I could hear Gabriel breathing
heavily as be looked over my shonlder at the buck. The buck was now quartenng
sway at about 20 yards as be traveled along the trail. I fipped off the safety on the
and started o mn. He expired within sight a5 we waiched him go down. I named o
Cabriel fo see a smile spread across his face. “We got hitn, Diaddy!™ he shouted with
expcitemnent Feuben quickly jumped to his feet 56ll rubbing sleep from his eyes, he
proclamed “Daddy, I didn't even pet to hold mvy ears!™ I hngged the boys as they
Jumnped up and down with excitensent.

We exdted the blind and made onr way to the downed animal The boys stood and
looked with awe snd amazerment at the heantifinl animal. They rubbed their hamds
across his coat and lifred his bead with the buge antlers. “He's a @ pointer”, they
expclaimed as they counted his points together. I knelt down in front of the boys,
gathered them in my anms and we thanked God for allowing ns o be together and
kesping us safe. Oh, vea, for the @ pointer too. The boys looked on as I fisld dressed
e deer and then we took some pichares and loaded him in the truck bed. As we be-
gan the drve home to share our success with our famdly, Gaboel said “Traddy, this
is the best Thanksriving ever”. Feuben spoke in agreement, “Yea, the best ever™.
Az Tlooked in the rear-view muirror at their Iittle cheeks red fromn the momineg cold,
I whizpered umder nry breats, “Yea, the best ever™ It wasn't becsuss of a snocessfial
hant, but becanse God had given me life and was allowing me to share it with nry
two sons. Mow that is 3 Thanksriving to remember!

Frsaglm 100:4-5 Enter info Kiz gate with thankzghixg,
amidd imde his courts with praice; be thanfful ovte ks, and blazs his name,
For the Lord & good; his marcy is everiasiing;
and kiz fruth endureth fo all genarafions.

Preacher Chriz Rathbone semves az Pastor af Mine Creel Bapiist Church.
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The Gift That Brings the Greatest Joy
By Joyce Meyer

Of all the gifts we could ever receive, God's gift of
salvation is by far the most amazimg and Important one!
Ephesians 2:8-2 says, “For it is by free grace (God's
nnmerited favor) that you are saved. . through [your] faith
And this [salvation] is not of yoursehves [of your own
daing, it came not through your own stoivimg], bt it is the
gift of God; not because of works. . lest any man should boast. [Tt is not the result
of what anyone can possibly do, 50 no one can pride himself in it or take glory o
himzelf 1" (ARIPCY.

We are saved by the grace of God through our fith in Him; onr faith does not
by our salvaton—it merely receives it. As Ephesians -8 says, salvation “is
the gift of God.” It is impossible to buy a free zift and this can be hard forus to
nnderstand Onr flesh wants to ezrn and deserve this free zift and take credit for
being worty of it

But salvation is given tous fresly, by God’s grace, and the same way we re-
ceive Christ's salvation, is the same way we have to live—by grace. God gives us
His forgiveness and grace daily; we just have to believe and receive it.

In Christ, You Are Sin-fres in God’s Eyes

When God forgives your sims, it means all of your sins: past, present and fomre.

You do not kave fo be aftaid of sin because God has taken care of the problem.
This is why the Gospel is such good news!

Somye may worry that if we don't fear sin, we will keep sinning on purppse, bt
that's not true If you are fruly bom again and really have 3 relationship with God,
there iz 8 new namre inside of yow

Second Corinthians 5°17 (AMPC) zays, "I any person i [ingrgfted] in Chrizt
(the Mezziah) he = a new creaiion {@ new creature altegether). the old [orevious
moral and spiritual condition] has pazzed away. Behold, the frech and new has
come! ™

Wow, no one is perfect, and we all make mistakes sometimies. Buf if the Holy
Spirit 15 Iiving m your spirit thoongh salvation, you won't be comfortable with
those mistakes because God’s nature is &t work o you. The devil wonld love for
ns to feel like God is mad atns for our mistakes, bot the muth s, God is love and
we need to lambly accept His love and grace.

by Grace

I Jokm 13:5 (AMPC), Jesus zqy=, "1 am the Fine: you are the branchas. Who-
aver fhves in Me and I in him bears much (abundant) fruit. However, apart from
Mg fent aoff from vital wndon with Me] you can do nothing. ™ [ lowe this scriprure
becanse it remyimds me that God doesn’t expect me fo change on my owm He is
the power source and gives us the grace and strenzth we need to do what's right
and make changes m our lives.

Here’s how we cooperate with Him doing what we can do to brimg abort
chanze:

1. We hear the tmath in God's Word and we're comvicted by it It's the Word
that shows us who we are and revesls the sin i oor lives. We have to realize what
wa're doing wrong before we can know what needs to change and how.

2_Then we repent of cur sin. Being repentant mesns we're sincerely sormry and
willing to ftum away from it. (See 1 Tobn 1:000

3. The next step is to study the Word in the area we need change. For example.
if T have a problem with anger, [ need to sthady scriprures abont anger amd forgive-
ness. [fza the Word like medicine and take it into your heart and mind  JTames 1:21
(CAMPBC) says to “welcome the Ford which implanted and rooted [in your hearis]
contams the power fo save your souls. " There is power in (God's Word to bring
change to our soals!

Feceive All God Has for You and Enjoy Your Life

T receive God's blessings and enjoy everyday life, we simply need to make

the decision to believe Him and His Word more than our thoughts and feslimgs.
The Bible is our instructien mannal on how to grow into the new nature He's
given ns and become who He wants us to be. S0 take some e sach day o read
and meditate on scriparss that tell vou sbouat God's love for you, who yon ars smd
what you have in Chrst.

Ephezians 3:17 (AMPC) zays, "May Chrisr through your finth factually] dwell
{satthe down, abide, make His permanent home) in your hearis! Moy you be rooted
deep in fove and founded secumely on fove. ™ Thiz scripture is saying that God
Toves you,; His will is for you to be Hiz child and recelve every biazsing He has for
you—righteoushass, peaca, jo, provision qf vour needs, healing and restoration.
In Chriss, vou have a personal relationzhip with your Father God, and vou can
hear from God and be led by the Holy Spirit, who lives in your spirit. In Chris,
you ke access fo fod & grace and strength fo do whatever you need fo do. Be-
caune gf frod & groce, you are Blerred and you can enjoy your iffe!

Jovee Meyer is a New York Iimes bestzelling author and founder of Joyce Mayver
Ministries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, including Bartlgfield of

the Mimd and Overload: How fo Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Yoursef from the
FPressure of Stress (Hacherre). Sha hosts the Exjeying Evervday Life radio and TT
programs, which air on hundreds of stations worldwide. For mone ipfbrmanion,
VISIT WWW OV CEmE T oTE.

Health insurance, Medicare and Life Inswance can be chalenging lo undersfand
in fodsy’s workd ially We are here fo help you through undersfanding sl

your opdions which will be beneficial fo fhe ones you love when nesded the most
Keeping your family first with fhe nghf insurance needs.

_ _ EbenConcepts
Call ws (828) 765-3499 - Lee & Amy Ellis, Wayne Elfis,

India Bomar, Allison Vines, Morsha Letterman, Judy Grubb

Bt Jesns said,
Suffer firtle children,
and forbid them nof,
1o COMIE WNTO FE
Jor af swch @5 the
iangdom af heaven.
Matthew 19:14

(828) 76

Call for Dump Fees
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

Qur Privilege. . ..
Our Responsibility
By Bev. Broce Cannom
Mitchell Cousnty

The right 1o wode is a privilege and the responsibility of every
American cittzen eightesn years of aze or obder. YWet, so few
take advantaze of this oppommity. In the last presidentia] elec-
ton oaly 57.5% of dwse registered to vote did so. The estimate
for this upcoming election is expected to be only slighty higher

The guestion “Why™" begs to be answered. Is it that we think ocur vofe does oot
count? How many races in the United Stafes have been won by just a few Inmdred
vates? In the 2000 presidential election George Bush defeated Al Gore by a remen-
donsly close margin. In the 1960 race betaeen Fichard Mioon and Jobhn Eennedy the
election was decided bry a §U1% marping (v are we are simply unaware or confosed

shont the direction our Conniry is really headmz?
Too many izsnes will be affected by this current presidential election for vs to not

cast pur viose. The next prasident of the United States will likely appoing four Supreme
Conrt Fastices: ome to replace Tostice Scalia and the other three fo replace the aging
Court Fostices Kennedy, (insberg and Brver who are at or well sbove retirement age.
her values and will swing the Couart 10 8 very liberal stance. She has promised to
protect and expand shortion rights, o boesse same-sex rights and benefits, to greatlhy
reduce the right fo own gums, and, will by her choices, enable the national debt fo
Erow &t an exreme rate after having almost doubled under the cunrent administration
o 5197 milion.

This pro-Hillary website details her stand on LOAT jssues: htps:fwwmachillanyclin-
o cormissnes ] =he-equality

This pro-Hillary website details how the national debe will srow under her sdnimis-
ration: hitps:forsrw billaryebineon com feed five-importamt-seepe-hillary-climteon-will-
mke-reduce-imeguality-and-srow-our-econonnyy’. Under this plan, every bome will be
comnected to broadband, collegs wall be fee (bat who will achally pay for it7), she
will stand with nmicns (winch has the capacity to destroy smaller tusinesses) thershbey
increzsing the size of govermment and spending for baresscracy.

Who will you vote for? That is between you and our Lord. But vou mnst vodse.
Yon nmast vote fior that candidate whom you believe will be the best choice of the two.
You nmst vore for the one who will zenmnely help our conmiry be a bit better for our

Early woting bezan on October 18th and ends on Movember 5th  Elsctiom Day is
Tuesdsy, Movember Bth.

Be a good citizen . VOTE!

Rev Bruce Cannon currantly zerves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served az Director of Missions for the Bladen
Baptist Azzociafion and has semaed on the aneral Board qf the Bapuist State Con-

vantion gf North Caneling.
AUTO SERVIC
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Removal
View Clearing
Pruning

Chipper Service
Bucket Truck Service

Certified Arborist » Insured * Free Esfimates
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Adelgid Control
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of the Story
By Farmer Doug

A= 1 reread this article I conld not help but miss the lsughter and jokingz that
Clint, and I always shared. His many strengths in wrifing were so evident in this
Funany Farm story. Thers is nothing that T cam add oo it thet wonld improve it in
any way. Clint was slways cne of the people that kad extremely high intellipence
and not always down to earth experience with real-life simations on the farm. As
he himself would freely admit, his mechamical ability was next to zero and that
often zof him in uncemfortable simations on the farm and with machimery. was
blessed fo have had him as a dear friend and parmer.

Diear friends,

Three vears ago I was invited to take part m
the Mineral City Heritage Festival in Spruce
Pine. A trusting soul whe shall remain name-
less. . _althonzh I believe it was Chns MoCarmy ...
azked my friend Doug if he would provide the
tracior for hayrides at this extravaganza. Always
the commmmity supporer and overall nice fellow,
he consented to oan his farm tractor and trailer
for the event.

When Fammer Dioug first told me about the
“OPPORTURITY™ I believed it was a positive
move for Blue Fidge Christian Mews. After all,
it is important fior our company to support the
commynnity. “Tuast tink showt it, Pollard ™ he
exclaimed, “Hayrides with Fanmer Cling will be

2 hnge muccess!™ I'm shill rving to remember

how Dong providing a ractor for kayrides morphed into Farmer Clint providing
hayrides! To be homest, I was astomished that my pal would subject our town to
the antics of Farmer Clint on a ractor. Mevertheless, I began to mentally prepare
for the coming out party, “Farmer Clint”s Debuotante Ball®, if vou willa .

Festival Fun

Grpd protecied Fanmer Clint on Heritage Festval Diay, at least while he was
driving local kiddos around on the hay wagon. There were no “near misses” no
scary mishaps (st least none that I will admit), smd everyons enjoyved the hayride

Well, to be totally mathfonl Fammer Clint”s Haynide was not exactly the hesdline
event athers expactad & . I sat aboard the tractor from 8-30 am — 1:30 pm and had
exactly 2 — that’s right TWIO — hay-riders. The pood news. .. the two Httle passen-
gers I had were thrilled to be aboard the Farmer Clint Express!

Farmer Clint “Sent Packing™

Every now and then, as I sat aboard the Kioh tractor I've come to know and
love, Starli McDowell, then the Executive Director of Spruce Pine Main Street,
would stop for a visit Acmally I think she was hoping to collect the vast wads
of cash T amazsed to support the new Central Park project on Lower Soeet. T am
happy to report that I gave Starli the entive $4.00 I eamed making trips up and
down Oak Street. How embarrassing g .

Starli sand I watched Foger Pitman's mnle drawn carmiage, a beantifnl and
majestic riz, make its way up and deam the street. Riders, voung and old, blew
right by 0ld Farmer Clint on their way to pet the mnles and beard Foger’s mule
lmousine. It was sbout that time, as Irecall, that Starli suggested, “Farmer Cling,
you're OUTA HEAH! I looked deep into Starli's eves and conld fell she wasn't
kidding . Farmer Clint was “The Biggest Loser!™ It was time fo skedaddle, va-
moose, get-the-heck out of Spruce Pine!

Eejection Tarns to Fanfare

Oh hor T dreaded the LONG dove from Lower Street to my home in Minpro_ ..
nearly 1.5 miles of torture. What would I tell my beaniiful bride Kayv? Fejected
and dejected, my Fanmer Clint owveralls drooping, I eased the trusty Eiofi and
frailer into the Bowing raffic iy thoughts were of unfulfilled dresms dashed
hopes, and public lnuwiliation And then T mmsed to nryvself “Tlon’t nan over
anyomne with this tractor!™ Then, “T hope thers’s no traffic when T fry to cross Hany
22857

Acg I mesnderad down Uppsr Street people began to call ot to me, “Hi, Fanner
Cling!™ Cars and mmocks honked and waved. I returned the gestuoes. As I mo-
fored past The Market on Oak, Shirley Hize and others waved excitedly at me. ..
Dwug Crosby, Mark Meadows® Begional Coordinator, called out to me. . Syvana
Moaree, Doug's then-fiancé, smiled and waved happily. And I thought to myself,
“What a day for Fanmer Chlint!™ I was bazaack o!

Nio Good Deed Goes Unponizhed

Amiving home safely I decided to position the oactor and trailer in a way that
would make it eacy for Farmer Doag to rejoin it to his trock.

Mow earlier that day, recall that T had been wamed “Farmer Clint, DO MOT
MAEE TOO SHARP A TURN or it will jack-knife ™ I don’t know why Doungz is
forever barking warnings to me!

I drove the wactor into our lower lot, thinking_. T will just do a crcle, and get
everything lined up for Douag; that way be won’t have to hassle with it when he
comes to fetch the equipment.™ Well, I made a circle as planned . WHAM! The
fracior groaned and belched, the frailer spun, the wheels spit sod and dirt in my
face...Twas stuck! Better said. . .on a scale of 1 to 10. . _this was a perfect 10 jack-
Enife.

Dieja wvu to that earlier rebuke, “Farmer Clintg, D3 NOT MAEE TOO SHARP

A TUEN or it will jack-knife @ " I was fantc, had no idea what to do.. so I did
what came nataral, I gave the Eiot more gas, pedal o the foor. . wheels spun,
then hnnz-up on the tongue of the wailer. It seemed like the tractor whesls were
sinking ever deeper info the soft sodl.

oot now. . don't 1et me screw up now! T don’t want Dous to have to bail me

out AGATH!™ But the harder I mied the worse things became. This tractor was
STUCE. . the trailer was sternally affixed fo the tractor tre...and for all I knew, it
was about o phinge to the center of the soft earth.

Honey I'm Home!

Well, T disemvbarked from oy smck machine and crawled along the groond,
wondering if T could Lift the trailer fo straighten it out.. I conjured up ways that I
could hook that ractor to 2 rope and oy waist, then pull it straight. . all withot
breaking vy back Mahbhbh it was a lost cause and I needed to face the nmsic
with Eay.

I foumd her in the bedroom getting all gnssied-up, prepanng to attend the Fest-
val. Perhaps it was my despondent facial expression, maybe thar sickly smile and
henanmted look that comes upon me whenever I mess up. ..regardiess, she asked,
“What in the heck is the matter™ S0 nmch for surprise.

Calmby, experthy I explamed that the farm equipment can be very finicky. . smd,
after all T am inexperienced with some manevers _ and that grass in our lower
field is rather soft . AND Twas now bopelesshy stuck. “The pood news. ™ T said
feigning hamor, “is that it could be viewed as mral yard an!™ Eay conld tell my
heart wasn't m if.

Then I imploded. .. T hate miyself, I can’t do anything night, why couldn’t I be
swopessiul just coce. . I want to be someone else. I want to leave here and never
come back! Genily, tenderly Eay inguired, “Who would you like to be? Where
would you like to 2o™ “T don't know,™ I bellowed, “Wmt I'm not telling Doug
sbout this!™ Gently, tenderly Eay replied, ““Yes vou are. Dioug knew what he
would get when be asked vou to do this event. He can fix it, vou'll see "
Why, Lord, is the woman abways right?

We walked down the hill together; she pazed in srnazernent at nry debacle.
After a while we began to chmckle, well she chuckled more than I did! *
fix it, you'll s=a * che refterated

cER

Informing Farmer Doug

Given a choice, I'd much prefer to have a dozen oot canals than explain ONE
MORE plight of idiocy to niy foend Farmer Doug. S0, sheepishly and cowardly
I sent lhim a TEXT message. " Tractor smck. . . HELP!™ (Call me a chicken if you
nmnst, bt it was a heck of a lot better than head-to-bead admission)

Mimmres passed, then a half hour. . .still no reply from Famoer Doug. I remarked
to Eay, “Well, that's it. ..he's done with me. As Popeye always said, “Thar’s all I
can stand, ‘canse I can’t stands no more!” I'we finally droven Dioug over the chff!™”

Gently, tenderly she said “Dioug can fix it, you'll see ™

Staring into the Eve of the Tiger

When we armmved Dosmtoan Sproce Pine I told Eay, “You feel free to check
out the festival while I face the music with Doug.” She paited my back and
wished me huck.

Fanmer Dioug was peddling homemade Hamell Hill Famms molasses out of his
mock bed as [ made niy tentative, stealth approach. I walked briskly toward him,
then slowed to 2 mere smail s pace. . umsure how he wonld receive me. His eyes
did double duty as be looked at a molasses buyer with coe eye while peering at
me over his glasses with the other. Th oh!

The customer lefi and T did the only thing I knew to do_..I swooped in on
Fammer Doz and gave him a bear hug g . “Pollard, I had to langh when T got voor
TEXT messape. " he bagan. Poized to strike and defend nryself suddenly the air
exploded from my hings; as if a hot air balloon expelled it's Llift. “Thong, I was my-
ing to gef the wwactor...™ He put his srm svound oy shoulders, drew me close and
said, matter of factly, “I¥ot a problem. I'1l just put it in 4-wheel drve, lock dowm
the wheels and move it one™

I was inmediately insulted. . "What, do you think T don’t have it in 4-wheel
drive? Do you really believe I am that stupid™? ™ Always the teacher, he agaim
smiled that crooked grin, feoked at me over his glasses, and remarked, “Well, we
know you've had challenzes with 4wheel drive in the past™ Oh sure, now he's
remembenng the tme I nearly burned up “Blackie the Jeep™ on some danped
mountain thmking I had it in 4-wheel drve and didn’t!

I was greatly relieved that my friend didn't disovmn me; delighted that s
renownead sense of optimism remained intact. Somehow he always zives me hope
when I am overwhelmed by dark clouds. But, truth be told I didn’t care how be
did it, T just wanted this nightmare to end.

Als Well that Ends Well

eah yesh, vesh. . we aroved bome to find T had failed to engage the 4-wheel
drive AGATH! GERRER g
It took Famuer Doug approximately 3 % minates to dislodze his fractor and trailer
from the guicksand that WAS oor lower lot. But, always the gentleman and friend
be remarked. “Pollard, every bit of advice I give o you comes from having made
lots of mistakes 50 don't feel bad, I've done exactly the same things and then
spme!™

Whar a fiend. . what an encourager. . what a farmer. Ent, I am still Farmer
Clint._.and be’s notg !

Humbled in the Hills,

Fammer Clint

www. bremews . com
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Foothills Baptist College

Important Words for Pastors

by Dr. Tim Walker
MeDowall Counrt

1 Peter 5:1-4 says:

1 The alders which are among you T exhor:, who @r also an
eicher, and a witress gf the syfferings gf Christ, and also a par-
fakar gf the glory that shall be rvealad:

2 Faed the flock of God which is amone you, takimg the over-
sight theread not by consiraimi, bud willingly: not for fithy fucre, but of a ready
mind;

3 Narther az baing lords over God's heritage, but bemme enamples to the fock

4 And when the chigh Shepherd shall appear, va thail recenve a crowm gff gilory that
Jacdeth pat awa.

There is a great deal of controversy about the role of the pastor m a local church
These verses before us a5 well as other verses in the Word of God (esp. Hebrew 13}
clarify for ws what the role of the pastor in the local charch acmally is. Smoe wheat
God wants for us is what really matters, there is no better place to look than the
Scriptures to find ot what God desires the pastor should be. In this brief smdy, T
want to show you a part of what God expects of His men.

It is important o note the term "elder” does not just apply t a person of advanced
gme. but it can also refer to God's preachers. Context will aid us in understand-

g how that term is to be appled. In our paszape before us, it is the "elder” dat is
commanded to “feed the flock of God." It is clear that the pastor is n view in I Pater
5:1-4. Let's sep what we can leam from this portion of God's Word

Exhorier

There should be no debate that Peter penned what is whitten in the verses in
consideration. He is indisputalbly the authar of this epistie and the most prominent
among Jesas' disciples. Let's notice how he identifies himself in verse 1.

Peter is identified as an eldenv. 1a). With that title comes remendows respomnsibil-
ity. It is one thing to desire 2 position and another marter to defenmine vou are going
io dilizenthy folfill all the responsibiliies of that office. After demying the Lord by
the enenty's fire and seeing the risen Lord, any recklessness about Peter's life for
Chrizt disappeared He became willing to lay his life down for the Lord Jesns. I sea
no evidence in the Bible that Peter was the first pope, although Peter was the most
prominent among the followers of Fesus.

Peter also recognizes he is a wimess(v. 1b). He kad acteslly wimessed the suffer-
ings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Those sufferings were not just something he beard or
merely read about, Peter saw them first hand  Since Peter was actually there snd saw
Christ suffer, we know He is not writing or giving information on the basis of specon-

Shoulder
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lation. He was an eve witness of what Jesns had done for us and for Peter limself
Christ's sufferings were very real to him.

Importantly, Peter saw himsslf as a partaken(v. 1c). According to verse 1 he would
be a partaker of glory that will be revealed. The apostie had seen Christ umweil a
part of His divine glory on the monnt of wansfimmration. It was only a Little taste
of the glory to come. For instance, Feaus said the baliever would experience the
Elory of the reswrection of the believers that will come mn the fivtures (hdaf.13:43;
Bzt 19-2E-200.

Exhortations

There are words about feeding. It says in v.2 to Jfead the fock af God ™ Those
words not only deal with preaching and teaching the Word of God to people, but to
tend to and shepherd the fiock. When 2 man of God opens up the Bible and declares
the Ward of God 1o the people, be is obeying the Scriptures. Children often want m
eat 3 great deal of sweets, which is not good for them phoysically. Parents, who really
care for them_ want to give them what they nead. not necessanly what they want

The spostle Paul could nghtly say: "Far J haae nof shunned fo declare wio yon
all the cormsel gf God™ (Aucts 20:27). Compars Erekial 338 concemnins the watch-
man giving 3 warning. Paul's testimomy shomld be the claim of every teacher and
preaching in the chnmch. He saw all of the Word of God 25 impomant, both Old
Tastament and Wew Testament That is wihy be held back none of it! Making contact
with the sick is an Important responsibility of the pastor, but preschimg the Bible as
it is o mien s they are baingz is the preacher’s zreatest responsibikity.

Iotce words about leading. That concept is found in the words, "Taking the
oversight"(v2). The word “oversight” is actually made up of two Greek Mew Testa-
ment words. It mesns to closely inspect, o oversse, or to take the lead. Paswiors are
o be srong leaders. althowgh often thers are those opposme them in doing whet
God expects of them Some are sutaponistc about pastoral leadership becauze they
want o do the leading instead of the pastor. In the local chuarch do things God's way
if you desire God's blessmes Tf you have a man of God in your charch, yon wonld
be wise to allowr him to lead a5 God leads him,

Oserve words about serving- "pot by constramt bt willimely" (v.2). As we seme
e Lord we should do so, not because we are being forced or pressured to do so, at
becanse we love Christ and just want to serve Him and do His will When we love
Jesus as we should, we desire to serve Him 25 He leads, even if the work becormes
difficalt We should have 3 mindset like this- "By God's grace I will do what He tells
me 1o do."

Mext, there are words sbout gaining- “her for filthy lucre” (v.2). That speaks of
dishomest gain. It is commendsble for a church to take good care financially of
God's man bt no preacher showld want to move forward financially throngh dis-
honest gain

Sl there are words showt exemplifying- "beime ansampies fo the fock” (v.3). It
is iyportawt fior the one wha leads God's people to make sure he has the mindset to
b= an examiple twenty-four hours a day o those entmusted o his care. Many mimis-
ters are more interested in telling people what ey onzht to be than they are showr-
ing people, by example, what they ought to do.

Expeciabions

Thers were two things that Peter was expecting in regard to the fonmre. This for-
ward look ensbled him to minister more effectvely in his present.

He anfnicipated and expected an appearing (v.5). The Chief Shepherd the Lord
Jesus, had promized that he would come apam (Jobm 14:1-3). Peter took him at his
Word amd was lookime for him fo remm. His coming will be in tawo phasss. The first
will be when He comes for His szines fhen seven yesrs later, Fasus will returm to
earth with His saints

He expected a rewarding. He speaks of "the cooam of glory™ (v-5). That is a very
special crown that will be given to the faithful pastor. Mot all men have the same

abilities, nat all can be faithful Remember, God &5 just and a rewarder of those who
seek and serve Him. Since you know that is mme, give God your best.

Tom Walker iz President qf Foothills Baptisr Bible College and Pastor qf Zion Hill
Baprtist Church i Marion, NC.

Freedom Life Enterprises:
* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

» Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 - 828-559-2700
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Thanksgiving
By Terry Cheek
McDowall County

For the nexr conple of months, we will once agam break
from our stody of the Sermon on the Mount T promise
o continue the study where we left off after the holiday
sesson Axg vou read this our election will have ended
or be very close to endine. Mamy of us have concems
the Amerira of October 2015 may quickly become an
America we pine for However, for Movember 2016 may I
fum your beart to Thanksziving Hot just food, family and
fellowship; though they are pecessary. May I share with you four aspects of biblical
Thanksgiving. Motoe with me. ..

First, Thanksgiving should cause us fo realire (od created us for worship and
thanksgiving. He created us to bonor Him by giving Him thanks. Being Thank{ul
for grace in both who God is and His actions on our behalf; in creation. redemption

We see this more clearly in Romans chapter 1 where we are bronght face to face
mm;mmmmmmmm gives us a plimpse of our

ion of thankssying in the craated order:

Fomans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him nof as God,
merther worg thankflyl; but becare vain in thelr magThafions, and their fbolish heart
wils darkened.

Pari of what Adam and Eve were created to do is honor God by being thankiil.
Likewise, part of our existence is to honor God by being thankful and enjoining the
privilege we have to express gratimde to Him.

We pozsess A knowledse of God, a knowledgs that leads ws to thankssmving e
realize from Fomans 1; man has embraced unthankfolness.

Second, Thankssiving imobves confessing we have failed mizerably in sppreciat-
mg God as we should. Wan mherited a spint of imthankfnlness from the sin natre
we obtained through the f5ll in the garden of Eden. Satan had an obvious lack of
Thanksgiving and be pazsad it along tous through Adsm and Eve. This is o pain-
fully mue. We not only fail to be thankful bt we also fail i zet the balance right
betwesn plysical and spirinesl. Let's call them “hyper-spirinality™ snd “hyper-

Hyper-phiysicality is too well knowm in 21 st-century Westerm society, It is being
so matenal minded we are unaware of spimiual reality. When thete is gratimde for
the material things, spirimal pranmde is neglected, if not ourighs rejecied. We are
thankfinl for the maferial while caring less abouf the eternal.

Then hyper-spintualicy is found n many of the so-called *“spirial™ types, even
in the church Whers we are prone fo reject God's physical poodness out of fear that
appreciation for it will somehow detract from our thankseiving of spirimal bless-
ings.

Too often we fail to et the proportions nght Ooly through redemption can we
find a balsnce that kooks something like this: Philippians 3-8 Yea doubtiess, and
I coumt all things but less for the excellency of the mowiedee of Christ Jesuz my
Lowd: for whor I have sygffered the lozr gfall things, and do count them But dung,
thar I muy win Christ,

Third, Thanksgiving mderstands Jesns entered into our thankless world, He
Ived n flawless appreciation of his Father, and died on our behalf for our lack of
Thanksgiving. It is Jesus, whnhusmm@mdﬂmpﬂ'ﬁmhﬁeufﬂ:mkﬁ;hui Here
are some teogts where Jesus models ing.

Matthaw 11:2F [aiso Luke 10:21]- "'t that fime " (note the context g unrepentant
amd umiankfid “cittes where mozt gf iz mighty works hoad beon done, ™ verze 207
Jezur answered and nmid, T thank thee, O Father, Lord of hemaen and earth, because
thon hast kid these things from the wise and pridant. and hast revealed them unto

Johm 1141 " Then they fook away the stone fhom the place where the dead was
laid. dnd Jesus lfted up hiz gyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that fon hast keard
ma. " [lesus them raizes Lasarus from the dead [

Matthew 1336 [alzo Mark 8:4]; "And he fook the seven lomves and the fizhes,
and gova thanks, and Srake then, and gave fo his disciples, and the disciples fo the
multimde. ” [See also John §:11 and John 623 which rgfes to the location as “the
Place where thay kad eaten the bread qiter the Lord had given thaks "]

! Corinthians 11:23-24: “For I have recetved of the Lord that which alzo I de-
Invered unio you, That the Lord Jesuz the same might i which ke wars betrayed fook
Bread: (241 And when he had siven thanks, e Brake i, and soid, Take ear: thiz I
my body which ir broken for vou: thiz do in remembrance of ma ™

Jesus is mot only (God in the flesh but alse the quintessential role model for 3
thankfiol lniman Jesus mot only died to forgive our sin, but also lived the perfect life
of thankfilness towrard God the Father

Fourth, Thanksgiving testifies through prace and by faith in Jesus alone, are wea
redeemed from an imthankful heart, and the eternal penalty of hell. Likewise, we ame
saved o enjoy the pleasure of being thankful for God's Sver toward us — not onky
&5 his crestion, but also as his redemption.

It is nanaral for the bom again o be n a continnous atimde of gratneds wward
his creator and redeemer. The proper Life that fiows from such amaring srace is the
life of continual thankfniness. This is the kind of life in which the bom-agzin Chris-
fan is being contmuslly renewed mvte and becoming more like Tams.

The apostle Panl encourages Christians to have lives characterized by thanksziv-
ing.

Colpssians 1:10-12 That ye might walk warthy gf the Lord wniio all pleaning,
baing fruighd in every good work, and increasing in the knowledee of God: (11)
Strengthemed with all might, acconding fo ki glorious power, umide all patienca and
longsyffering with joyfliness; (12) Ghing thanks unfo the Father, which hath made
us et fo be partaters of the inheritance gf the sarmis in light

Colozsigns 2:8-7 As ye have thergfore received Christ Jenus the Lond, so waik ye

in kim: (7) Rooted and Bt up in him, and stablished in the faith, ar pe have baen

Colazzians 3:13-17 And lat the peace gf God rule in your hearis, fo the which
alzo ye ave called in one body; and be e thaniful. (16} Lef the word gf Christ
ahaell in you richkly m all wisdom, teaching and admanishing ane another n poalms
and Fymns and spiritual songs, singihe with grace i your hearts fo the Lowd (170
And whizoavar ye do in wond or deed, do ail in the name aff the Lord Jene, giving
thanks fo God and the Fuaifer By kim.

Grod's word contains many more verses of encouragement. mstmuction and inspi-
raticn for a proper beart of Thanksgiving. So enjoy your family, the oaditional meal,
the ball game and all of the fellowship that comes with the holidsy. Dion't forget to
renew your heart to a godly Thanksgiving: one which wrorships your creator smd
hopefully yvour redesmer.

Happy Thanksgiving 2014! Unnl next tims may God keep you finndy in His zrp!
Terry Cheek is Paztor af Calvary Baptist Church in Marion.

i

L]
Jamie Miller, CPA

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

...Standing in line
at the DMV office!

Thank you Burke County
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FOR AN INSPECTION. | BEST BRAKE SERVICE

BEST AUTO SERVICE
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A Worthy Life
By Jason Webhb
Burke County

What does it mean fo ve 3 life worthy of the gogpel? Paul
outlines a specific set of scoptures that tells us to do daat very
thing. Philippians 1:27 says, "Whatever happens, conduct
vourselves in a manner worthy gf the gocpel gf Chise. " Paul =
writing this to the Philippizn church, nrging therm to contmne
o Iive life for Christ, regardless if Paul is there to see them or not.

Jason Webd iz imolved in Prison Miniziry af The Sumeeit Church in Morganion.

Health & Rehabilitation

Sbrﬁfé@ r;bhg;f {7" WWQ

Our passionate team of dedicated
professionals are committed to providing
the highest quality of care to provide the

highest quality of life.

24/7 Admissions

Patient Centered Care

Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
Private Rooms For Short Term Rehab Patients
Post-Surgical Care

Orthopedic Care

IV Therapy

Diabetic Management

Wound Care

Diabetic Management

Specialized Hospice Respite Rooms

At Home Friendly Environment

Social Worker Support Services

Call us to reserve your stay with us today!
310 Pensacola Rd. - Bumnsville, NC 28714
828.682.9759 » www.smokyridgecare.com

Can We Rebuild Our Walls?
By Billy Graham

It is imyportant to ackpowledze that mamy Christians are
praying for revival in America. We want God o revive
Hiz church In face, things are so desperate that apart
from 3 widespread umingz to God, we will not reverse the
rends in American culture. But T fear that we want reviv-
al o do what we are imwilling to do surselves—aamely,
to personally wimess to our culiure along the highamays &
a#nd byways of evenyday life.

We want God to come in great power fo convert people, bt the Bible stresses
the nead for personal evangelism. I believe that America’s cumbling walls cannot
be relmnilt unti] Christans—bankers, lawyvers, ourses, factory workers—all s=e
themsalves as representatives of Christ wherever He has planted them

Cme of my greatest disappoinmments is the oumber of Christians who work next
1o umbelievers withont ever making it clear that they are Christians. Lovingly and
winsomely, we must share the Gospel message through our lips and testify to it
ransformative power by our lives. Unless that happens. America’s walls will mot
be rebmilt. We as the church through the poaer of the Gospel, have the seeds of
renewal Unless they are watersd, cared for and cultivated, we will mot rebuild oar
cnumbling walls.

Prayer

Dwar Lord, I confezs that I have not been az imfentional as I need o be about my
ownl personal nvival and sharing the Gospel with others. Please fill me with paz-
siaw for Tou and a burden for the salvation gf those around me. In Jesus " Name.

I can do ofl things threagh Christ which sorengihiensth me.
Philippians 4:13

“A lirtle later the brystanders came up and said to Peter, 'Surely . ]
o o are oms of then for even the way you talk The Hoby Spirit i., \

=y 4
ihiarthew 26:73)

This verse describes what happened as Simon Peter denied Jeaus i
for the 3rd time after His amest. Bat it also leads to am inomic owist,
with a pierring inath:

The “trystanders™ who were waiching Peter believed that be was with Jesas’ party, smd
the ressom they believed & was “the way youo talk ™ Evidently either his accent, or choice of
words, was peoaliar to Mazareth or fe amramding sres and mdicased that be was an “pot-
of-tramer™ and likeby with Christ. Peter’s responss is smiking Verse 74 says, “Then he
bezmn o ourse. and swesr, ‘T do not knowr the rmen!™ Hosy inonic! His intermeators had jose
szsamied that “the way you talk zives you sway” — and here Peter DOES indead “give
himeedf mavey™ with bis speach! Bur it didn't “pive sway™ mersty hic resions] origin; mther

The thing is, our words abwvays do feat. They expose our heart. Jesus said “The mouath
speaks out of that which fills the heant ™ (Matthear 12-34) When you say sommething -
seamly, vou shoukdn't exclam, “Where did THAT come from™ — as if von had no idea.
Y moush spesks from the overflow of your beant.

The bottorn line is that just like Peter, “the way you talk grves you away.” Your daily
vou love, you talk showt And sometimes, ke Pater, we show our lack of lovalty to Chrst
by derryine Him hefore others. One thing is certaine if von want to know where von really
are spirshelly, just take 3 close look 3t vour words. Por “the way vou talk zives you away ™

Shawn Thomar iz Senior Pastor af Pleazant Ridee Baptist Church in Morsanton.
Hiz mazzages and devotionals are available at www . shawnethoma:s. com
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.Dam Says

Young, jobless and scared
Drear Dame,

I'm 23, and T lost a zood job 3 few days szo de to loyoffs. My wife has been a stay-
at-home mom with our 10-month-old daushier, amd we have very Little m the way of
savings. What can we do to keep our heads shove water?

Sath
Diear Seth,

I'mo really sormy you're going theough das. I've been there 5o 1 koo this is 3 scary
time for you There are some shori- and lonz-ferm @oals o think aboat in 3 stuaton like
this, tmf let’s nok at the immiediste fnmre.

Go crazy abowt finding seme kind of income . T don’t care if it's delivering pizzs duor-
g the week and working at the mall on weekends. Bven if it doesn't completely replace
VOUT previons income it will give yon some cash to pay bills and stav afioat. On yoor
off davs, and before and afier work, you can line up and do mserviews for 8 more stable,
fll-tire job. Wou may even have fo trade off bakrysitting daties with your wife so she
CED AT SOME Maney too.

While all duis is going on have  garage sale and sall amyhing you don't need or
want aymiore. Fost shout anything thet can be nomed into meome should be omed inso
moome. In the process, prioritze your bills and other finances] responsibilities. Tske care
of food first, then utilides, the moartzaze or rent, then Ensporation. Yoo gos doa't nesd
io see the mside of a restaarant for 3 while unbess you're working there and if duings
dom’'t get better by Christimss, any zifis you give should be handmade crafis.

This is doable if you two wark hard, poll fogether, and foons. God bless you mays,
Sath — Dlave
Accounting 101
Diear Diave,

T'we just started nyy owmn small bosiness. As the oamer and only emploves. how do T
determnime oy profits?

Dear Bruttsmy,

Here's a basic Accountmg 101 definition for wou, regardless of hoar many emplovess
you have or how big your business may be. Wt vou take in minms expenses —in
other words, your revemies minus your expenses — equal profit. Believe it or not it

Simce you're just staming out, I'd srongly advise you to sef up 2 separate checking
aocont fior your business. That's the only way to acourately tell exactly what's going
oo within the tusiness, When you co-mingle business money with grocery money and
thines like that in your personal sccount, you'll never have an acourase pichare of wihat's
Good hack, Brttany |— Dave

Deave Says:
ﬁh:ﬂhwd:mahnmnﬂmmhmmwﬂdlmkﬁtammmm
and give us hope. However, without 2 plan, sl those dreams could become mighimares.

I want to help you start on the path t0 your retirerent drearss. Here are five quick tips
o make sure you retire inspired.

1. Understand what vour dream i5. This is the first step. What do you want to do dor-
mp retimement—iwhat is your dream” Do yon want to wael” Spend thme with fadly?
Sit on the baarh™ If vouw are mearmied . you ad your spowse need fo have 8 dresm meeting
fo disouss what von wang your retirement to look like.

2. Desermimes your financis] mmnber. Start by identifying how nmach it takes o live
right now—your monthly bodpet. Then caloulate how nnech you think yon would need
to Iive your drearn retivernent. Consider the impact of lingering dabs on your bodeet T
developed a fres tool called B-TO™ to help won determine your financisl mmiber. The
FoIC wall take imto consideration amy money you already have imvested in a 401(k), [RA
ar other sooomnt.

3. Understand where you are now and what vou can do fo help your sinestion. This is
wiere you star to make your redirement dreams come tree. Your BLICH mmaber gives you
& goal to work toward. Mow yon know whese you are headed and wheat it will ke to get
there, Identify money wesknesses (such as

A Meditation

The Holy Spirit
Ev Timothy Eller
MeDowell Coumiy

A= we are winding down towards the end of the year and I
have besn contemplating on why so mamy people ars compla-
cent and have not been interested in spiriual things. I have
noticed that many people have a desire for spirial things;
however they have trouble imderstanding the Bible and the
things of the Lord. I remember when I received the Baptizm
of the Holy Spirt and how that spirit enlightensd me to the things of the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:45-238King James Version (ETV)

45 And 5o it iz written, The firss man ddam was made a fiving soul; the last ddam
Wiz e @ quickening spiri.

46 Howbeit that was ned first which is spirifual, but that which &z nafural; and gfter-
ward that wiich is spritual.

47 The first man i gf the earth, aqrthy; the second man 5 the Lovd from heaver.

48 Arx iz the eartiy, such are they also that are eartiy: and az & the heamanly, such
are thay also that ane hameenly

The last Adam is made a quickening
spirit in the manifestation of the Holy
Ghost living ingide of ws. It is his Spint
that lives inside of ns and zives us the
knowledze to understand and to be able
1o imrerpret the Bible for ourselves.

1 Corinthians 2:10
"But (rod hath revealed them unio us
By hiz Spivit- for the Spirit seanched all
things, vea. the deep things qf (rod ™
John 14736
"But e Comyorter, which iz the Holy
Ghost, whom the Farher will zend in
ngy maena, R shail teach you all thivgs, and bring all fungs fo your remembrance,
whatsoaaer I have said unto yor ™

It is the Holy Ghost inside of me that helps me understand the Bible and the will
of God for myy life. The only chance I have to understand the deep things of God is
tirongh the power of God's Spint living within me.

My question to every person [ mest iz, Have yon received the Holy Ghaost since
you believed?

Tie Eller praduated from Careling Graduate Schoal of Divinigy and has bean
ivaived in prizon and jail miristry for the pazt fffteen years. Currently he is
operaiing in the capacily gf a semvant of Jesuz Christ

r
T on God ao loved the

wercrnld Hhak e gooe Ris

orie coreel onliy Son, dhal

urrocoey belicies in Rinm
sfrcclf ot I'.H"H'Jﬁ fuct

ficaere efevneal L "'r.

prdn, 51

debt) and places where inprovernents comid
bemade (such as working ecira). Then acti-
vate vour plan making conscions decisions
fo sacrifice or Eive up some things so yon

4. Fepep your lifestyle in check The things 1
theat willl derail vour retrement dreams the
fastest are your owm decisions. Too mamy
people celebrate getting 3 raise by zoing into
miore debe with a new car payment. Here's
& betrer plan: look at what vour raise conlkd
do to help you get out of delot or to increase
YOUT Ivesting.

5. hiake five-vear decisions. When vou
makes decissons, lock st how von'll feel
shout them m five years. Yiou will not onby
slowr dowm and realime the impact of wouar
fimanrial decisics mday, bt yoo will slso
begin to recosnize the impact on your redine-
ment dream

Dirve Rvmzey &5 America kb trusted voice o
wmomgy o luzimess, and CEQ of Ramsay

Solufions. The Dime Ramsey Show is haard 3
Iy mome than 12 madlion isteners. Fallow

Derve om the wab af daveramse). com and an [II.?_#'H'I'
Twitrer ar (@.DaveRamse). P S
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‘Gome Enjoy the Leaves and...
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Enjoy a Ste-ak"with us!
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South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shopping Center

western-s1zzlin com

Miraculous Manifestations
By Kurnt Bomar
Avery County

Do youn ever feel that your faith conld be meressed

snbstanfizlly if God would just manifest Himsslf to you mi- 1
T “Tust one time™ we ask, “let me ses yvour glary |

amd I will have enongh faith to last me for the rest of my
life!™ We bonz to see 3 Fed Sea parted, to walk throazh 3
fiery furnace unharmed, to see 3 blind man healed or a dead |
man raised We silently ask, “God why don't you do those
kinds of things today Like vou used w?

The twush is, even if we were to see something miracnlous or hear an audible
voice from God giving us some special promise, while we would be thrilled, it prob-
shly wouldn't change ns.

How do I know this? By looking st history. We see others whoe have wimessed
unbelievable mirscles and never changed their life. We tell our children the story of
Balasm's donkey talking to him bt by reading on in the story we see Balsam never
even masted in the Lord. Even with that remarksbls revelstion He is in Hell.

Hrwr about 8 more noble person. Solomon.

1 Kings 11: 9 The LORD became angry with Solomon becmoe kiz hear? had
furned away from the LORD, the God gf Irael, who had appeared fo kim twice. 10
Although ke had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the
LORD command. 11 5o the LORD said o Solomoen, "Since this T your arffude
and you have nat kept my coverant and my decreas, wiiich I commamded you, Iwill
most certainly fear the Engdom away from you and give it fo ong of vour subordi-
HEFEs.

S0 what does? It's the Word

Surprisingly Solomon's father Dravid never had 3 direct revelation from God, bat
be loved the Lord with all his heart and responded to God's Word. Give me the heart
of David over the manifestations witnessed by Solomon amy day.

We really don't peed the mirsculbous, we already have the miraculous Word of
God.

Selah (tumk about it)

Kurt Bomar is pastar af Walut Grove Preshyterian Chamch.

Leviticns 19-0-10

of MORGANTON

homes

[I-40 Exit 103)
1276 Burkemont Ave
Morganton, NC
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PRUITT HEALTH WOULD LIKE TO SAY
“THANK YOU” TO THE VETERANS THAT HAVE
ALLOWED US TO ENJOY OUR FREEDOMS

.

“§=' PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

There's no place like home.

PruittHealth Home Health delivers premium care in the
comfort of your own home. Our clinicians provide nursing
services, physical and speech therapies, IV care, social
services, and more.

We provide the same exceptional service, with the same
caring staff, with 8 new name. The PruittHealth family is
growing, and we remain committed to caring for you and

your health.
Avery County: Mitchell County: Yancey County:
(828) 7331550 (a28) 688-347 (a28) 482-7825
pruitthealth.com
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Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb i hiv
rewarid. Pealms 127:3-5

HELP WANTED

Contract RN Position Available.
Wonderful opportunity for RN looking

for second income. Faid by visit, flexible
hours. minimal paper work.
Call 328-765-4343 or come by the office for
more information.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

WX FRIDAY

oL ES EVENT

CHRYSILE R

/A
NEW MM T Chrysler Pacifica
Limifed

NEW 2016 RAM 2500 Crew Cab
4x4
Chrome appearance group, Back Up
Camera, Whesl to wheel side sleps,
READY o WORK

JOHN GREENE
|I'-TH!I‘I'EH..EH DODGE JEEP RAM |

MORGANTON, MC

[-40 Exit 100 = 810 Jamestown Rd. = Morganton, NC 28655

www. johngreenecdj.com » 828-584-5337

By Maonica Henley Kritz
Mitchell County

Cn Tharsday, Ocrober 13, a prayer gathering was held
&t Fiverside Park i Spruce Pine. This was the date thar
Franklim Gralesrn was scheduled o come and speak with
the Decision America tour in Faleizh Morth Carolina,
For those who could not travel fo Faleigh thar day, this
praver pathering was another option to mest and pray for
our nation, state, county, snd upcoming elections. The
gathering began at 10:30 am. with 70 — 75 in attendance.

We need GOD desperately in Ametica and i our
individnal lives, as well. The purpose of this gathering was to remind everyone of
the importance of prayer and repentance. As a nation, and as CHRISTians, we need
to tum back to GOD. Mamy of us have dope things ouwr own way for too lonz. We
peed GODs puidance and wisdom in every area of pur Lives. JESUS zaid m Dfat-
thew 5:14-18, "Te are the light gf the world A cify that is set on a kil connot be
Fad. Netther do men light a condle, and put it wnder a buzshel, bt on a candlestick;
and if grveth light weto all fhat are i the howse. Lot your feht so shine before mem,
rhat thay magy see vour pood works, and gleegflr vour Fathar which is in hamqien. ™

Sometimes when there i= an overwhelming sense of darkness, we tend to proom-
ble and complain abount it. Then after we complam for so ooz and we think dhat
oo one listens, we are tempted to give up. We think, “What's the use™ It becomes
A never-ending cycle. Ewil is present — we grumble and complain —we give ap.
Nothing changes.

Wheat is the remedy” Is there a solution” GOD says a definite “Yes!™ What if
we followw GOD's sitople comumands? Be a lght! When JESUS lives in your heart,
your light shines. Yoo den't have fo force it it simply shines. When we walk into a
dark room, we only have o flip a switch o tum on the lizht. Do we have o pound
the wall with a hsmmer to gef the light to come on? Mo, To put it simply, be a Lght.
You don’t have to enter every room pounding your way into it, demanding to be
heard Simply be a light A smile s handshske 3 song. a8 friendly gresting . a
shared Bible verse. s amm around 2 shoulder .. an encouraging card. . & prayer.

2 helpimg hand . .a listening ear. There are so many ways to be a light! So, when
ihis world seemns o be overtaken in darkpess. be a ight Don't guit. Dien't hide your
lisht Letif shine! et HIM shine throngh you! Fomans 13:12 wells us, “"The night
iz far spami, the day & at hand: et us thergiee cast off the works af darkness, and
Tar us puf om the armour gf light ™

Think about this: how many candles does it take to lghten a3 dark room? Cmly
one! Ifwe all do our part and shine for JESUS, the darkness has no choice. . it has
to flee! Ephesians 5:8 says, "For ye were sometimgs dariness, bur mow ame ye g
in the Lomd- walk ar children of light:

After | shared what THE LORD had placed on nry heart with the people who had
gathered to pray, my lachand. Tazon presched and lad in praver A time of invits-
tion and rededication was extended It was a beawtifial service, snd THE LORD
blessed us with a besutifinl day! Even thowgh October is generally a cool month
here in the mountins of Western MNorth Caroling, the sun came out, and we even
starting shedding o coats! Thank vou to all of those who took e out of their
day to come and meet with us!

Praise GOD!!! And keep praying!

www brenews. com

Movember 2016 - Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page 22



Mancy Yanichook
Afsichell Coungy

Emergencies can be huricanes, tormades, (which wsually
bresk np in the mountains) earthouakes (we have a large
fault right under several statss heors, Aoods, winds, snoar-
stormes with power ontazes. forest fires termorist stacks,
chemical spills with tanker tmacks, or railroad cars. or even
closing. Here in Mitchell Couanty we kave had forest fires,
floods, severs snowstonns with power outages and ahmiost
chemical spills with the railroad.

Preparation for disasters are pretiy nmich the same for all tvpes. MNow there are
IW0 SCEmATIOS.

8 We conld be stack in our homes and vmsble to lesve becanse of foods or snow.
Do you bave water stored for a few days? Do vou have exira food pur aside for
several daysT If a power outags. could you keep warm with a wood fireplace. cook
stove, or wood stowe? Hemember that thers would not be power for fans with these
stoves! Dip vou have candles or lanterns gvailabls for light? Place ont of reach of
children and pets. Don't forget batteries for flashlizhes! People who have generators
omist hawe gas and operate them outside.

b. You would be asked to evaouate your bome t0 go to a shelter This conld be a
school or chnrch. Weould you be able to gather up vour necessary items in 3 duffle
bag or backpack in a oy to leave your home? That would inchede cell phones and
batteries, a change of clothes, heavy coats or jackess, shoes, boots, blankets, towels,
important papers, money, food and water for 3 couple days (emeTgency seTvices
may not arrive right away:)

Don't forget vour medications, hearng aids, plasses. special nesds, canes. walk-
ers, wheelchairs, false teeth special foods, etc.

Don't forget vour elderly and handicapped neishbors or relamves wiho may ot be
able to beave their hormes by themselyas,

Don't forget vour pets and animals! Wake srrangements for horses, caftls. poats,
sheep, pigs-they need a shelter as well as food and water Can they sumvive if you
and your neighbors have 1o leave? Pets cannot be taken into shelters bacanse of
heslth precawtions, but the Fed Cross does have 3 tmuck and trailer with cages that
can be setup in the trailer or in 3 separate Toom for pets. Omne shelter will be set
up for pers. Last I heard the ouck & wailer are based m Asheville. And may not get
bere right away. . Be sure yor pets hawve proof of rabies vaccinations and their col-
lars and lezshes. Cats are best kept n capges or camiers. Bring your pets’ food and
dishes, mayhe water, a picture of you and wour pet for ID. Yiou will be responsibie
for the care of your pets.

Hopefully all your family wall be together, but if not (at schopl or work) children
should know who to contact or where to go. Fhone service may not be svailable.
Plus, we do not want o e ap the phone lnss for emerzency cremws.

In case of evamaton you should know how to tum off the water, electmicity, gas,
& lock the doors, etc.

I smzgzest that you keep blankess, 3 change of clothes, jackets or coats, shoes or
boots, socks, First Aid kifs, water, food in cans with an opener, snacks in packages
i your car or tck ar all tmes. Ome never knows witen you mizht zo of the road
in & spowstorm of food or just get smck. Many of our bomes in Mirchell County
etc. are isolated and difficult fo zet to, so be prepared’ As vou can see. there a lot of
things to think about in emerpencies!!

Dhanmg the newt months we will make suggestions for water, food. First Aid sup-
plies. tools & cleaning. etc. that can be kept in a box or plastic contamer or duffie
bag or hack pack.

From careers fo anhncacl skills, MCC offers a
w:rraf;;r ophm's
Registration for the icdunmm'
eg:sh' n for the Spri % is
hhmamaslﬂrophomw ilab

Continving Education classes have o mg
regsl‘rdmndupeﬂrdanclmﬂm

Excellence. Opportunity. 828.766.1234 - www.mayland.edu

Paul and Nancy Farichook moved fo NC in 1996 and are very happy in Red Hill
with their dog. She served as the Chairperson for the MCHP for nearly 12 years.
She focused on the emersency remdiness programs as that is a real concgrn i
these rural areas.

Parker Firearms
Buy - Sell - Trade

2233 Hwy £2b N
Bakersville, NC 28705
BZ2B8-537-2902

parkerfirearmsnc.com

Christian Adoption E-enm:es has beerl
building God's kingdom by connecting vulnerable
children with Christian families for over 37 years.
CAS' Domestic and International programs have

placed over 2000 children in forever families!

Christian Adoption Services provides:
* Pre- and post-natal counseling for birth parents
= Annual birth mother retreats
» Training and support for adoptive couples
* Funavents to connect CAS families

CONTACT USs:

:I 828-610-8005 (available 24/7)
----- & www.christianadopt.org
= = cas(@christianadopt.org

\._/ Christian Adoption Services
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%0‘ FREE Assistance

® Update Your Application for 2017 Insurance
Coverage Through The Marketplace And Enroll.

® Enroll In A New Plan.

Enroll In Insurance For The First Time.

Ask Questions And Learn About Your Options.

Get Help Applying for Medicaid and CHIP.
Find Out About Your Medicare Options.

Insurance Open Enrollment: 11/1/2016-01/31/2017
Medicare Open Enrollment: 10/15/2016-12/07/2016

828-678-0531

Bakersville Community Health Center

In parmership wirch

HOSPICE
X

Rutherford

Camp Erin™ of the Carolinas is a camp for kids and teens,
ages § fo 17, who have experenced the death of someone close
to them. Facilitated by professional staff from Hospice of Ruther
ford Couwnty and trained volunieers, Camp Erin is offered free of
charge to kids and teens throwghout the Carclinas.

At Camp Enin, kids have an opportunity fo be around other
kids who have experenced similar losses. They participate in
typical camp acfivities (arts, crafts, fisld games, and more), as
well as acfivities designed to help them understand and process
their grief.

This year's Camp Erin of the Carolinas will be held from Fri-
day, Movember 13th through Sunday, Movember 15th at South
Mountain Christian Camgp in Bostic, NC. For more information,
please contact Cy Miller at (B28)245-0085 or cymillenf@hospi-
ceofrutherford.ong

The Meyer Faundnbiam and
Haspiea of RuEhenond Ceanty

A Gt Support Camp for Kide & Trans

Please note that space is limited, and campers are
accepied on a first-come, first-serve basis. Preference
iz given to campers who have not attended Camp Erin

before.

Six Biblical Words We're in Danger of
Losing Forever (Part 5)

Jazon Koon

Burks Connty

This is the fifth part of a series dedicated to explos-
ing some of the zreat historicsl tmuths of the faith
that I believe seem to be in danger of disappearing or
b=ingz forever aliered.

Eepentance

It's oo wonder the concept of repentance is in danger today. Sin has been bodled
down to 4 short list of “mistakes™ or “oo-boo’s to be aveided and s a result
repentance has been reduced to repeating a prayer at the end of 3 Church service
amd manaFmg to avoid this small list of “Teally bad sinz, ™ at beast fior the most part.
Most n the Church foday view repentance as somewhere betorsen saying sormry and
feeling bad sbout shorfcomings at best and at worst somethinz mare like “well, it's
nof 2 hig deal (God understands, He sees nry heart, knows where I'm coming froom ™
Of course, knowing that God sees the depth of oy heart is not as comfering as it
first soumds if we were to take sericusly the descripton of the mman heart that we
find i verses like Feremiah 17.9. Needless to say, these popular views don’t stack
up with a biblical inderstanding of repentance

Fing David was a man who understood repentance. He was called “a man after
God’s owm beant™ (1 Sammel 13:14), batwas also a mam who was haunted by the
darkmpess of sin thar still harked in His beart. “For I bnow my fransgressions, and
my sin if ever bgfore mie .. Behold I was brought forth tn tvigediy (Psalm 5137 These
don't sound like the writings of 2 man sfter God's own beart. how do we make
semse of this? What does it miean thet he was baoth “a man sfter God's ovmn heart™
and “brouzht forth in iniquiy?

The key les in this word repentance Dievid was not considersd a mam after
(Fod’s heart because of His spotless moral record or else sleeping with Bathsheba
snd having her eshand murdered would kave disqualified bim. In spite of all of
his faults, David was a man of repentance. When confronted with the homoer of His
own sin be immediztely responded with repentance praying, “Cast me Rot away
JShoan vour prezence, Lord ™ (Psalm 51:11%; and, “F am weary with meaming, avery
right I flood my bed with fears . My gve waster vy because gf grigl (Psalm
). We don’t pray like this anymore and we certamly don't encourage this kind of
repentance in our “positve, encouraging” worship services — David's words sound
rather nagative and disconraging.

Here's the difference. Diavid wasn't just somry, He was broken . He was dons;
done with Himself dome with Hiz ovm attempes at righteonsness, his oam streneth
He was wasting away, his eves srowing weak, his couch fionded with tears. bones
becoming boftle. This man afier God’s own heart was completely wrecked.

F.ahaly the prostinste — In Joshnz 2 —was done too. She knew the Israelites wess
coming o destroy her city, bt she’s also beginming fo see who God i and what He
is doing. F.shah says nothing about ber city when she talks to the spies, she cnly
asks that they would spare ber family. Basically she is saving, “yon can hawve it all,
I'm dome with it. Tear it down brick by boick. bom it to the gronnd. if that’s wheat it
tzkes! Youn can hawe it all, if T can jost have Jesus ™ That's repentance. It was what
od required in the Bible and it’s what God stll requires of His people today. There
is no other way, no other option. Clurch if we lpse repentance we™ve lost every-
thing.

Jazon Eoon is Pastor af Bridged? Church in Morganion, NC.
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General Dentistry for the Family

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patients - Insurance Fled For You
Monday - Thursday 8-5

s == -1
(828) 433-1223 T =

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

Be cargfl for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving lef your requests be made known unte God
Philippians 4:6-7

wwrw brenews. com

Movember 2016 - Blue Fidge Chnstian News page 24



Lana's Lines

Eye to Eye Contact!
By Lana Ellis
Temnessee

It fascimates me while walking toward people bow few
will make eve contact. What I have noticed is that children
will and when they do I zive them a big smile and wihat do
zet hack? Thedr attention, nwsnally accompanied with a smile
on their faces while the adults with them are cblivious. T'm
curious to know at what age the trancition from looking into a
person’s eves to total avoidsmee oooors.

I like to look into the eves of the more nmble snd affficted among ns. They may
be poorly dressed, physically or mentally handicapped, sad, wormied, old and feshbie.
Whatever the case they too need to experience eye to eye coatact with someone who
zives them a smdle with an encouraging word. It may be the only one they get that
day. By the way the really fun ones to make eye contact with are the zrumpy ones!
They e wsually not sure bow o respond 1o a greeting accompanied with 2 smile.
Ephesians 1:18 makes reference o the eves of ope’s heart being enlighfened.
Teremizh 5:21 describes people withont understanding and senseless as “having
eyes but not seeing.” In the Cambridee dictionary “sense™ is defined as an ahility
fo mnderstand  recognize. value or react to something. Therefore “senseless™ people

can be described as those who . - e
o x"x
| ",____. =

react. (Can you imamine Tesus
looking away as he walked
toward people? =)
The inspiraton for the song .,
“Open the Eyes of My Heart, y. .
Lord™ by Paul Baloche comes | ¢ | |\
from Epbesians 1:18. Using (/& \,
this verse and his song as our | | _.f e g
inspirstion lets make this oor =~
prayer.

do niot, or worse. don't want to
understand recognize, vale or
‘H

Crpen the Eves of Cur Hearts, Lord We want to see Jesns.
Crpen the Eyes of Our Faces, Lord. We want to see Others.
Crpen the Eyes of Cihers, Lord Let Them see Sisters and Brothers.
Crpen the Eyes of Their Hearts, Lord. Let Them see Jesns m s,
Join me in “Eye to Eyve Contact™ and give sway something you can afford 1o zive
over and over again — A Big Toodoy Smile!

Lara Eilis iz a regular contributor to the Blue Ridee Christian News. She arfends
Bear Creck Baptist Church in Ledeer

Horizon Church

Think about Thanks. . ..

Say What? Do we ever really give thanks like we should?
I know in ory own life thet is the first thing I oy to give, is
thanks o the Lord. 1can see, give thanks I can walk, give
thanks, I have food (o0 much food), give thanks, T have a
car, bicycle, moped, or fest, zive thanks. [ have changs in
& jar, give thanks that T am in the top 10% percent of the
wealihiest people on earth. I have water, give thanks that I
don't have to hike 8 hours a day to camy 3 jug of it on my head every day, and then
get up the next day and do it again. I have bealth give thanks that I am not disabled
or in a wheelchair and pray for those who are. [ am an Amenican give thanks dat
I cam share my opinions and live the way I want even thongh it might not be Godly.
I’m stll alive, give thanks that I sm not dead like so many of ooy family and friends
who I have lost their lives
ower the years and pray teat
I oot leave things unsaid or
on bad words of hate and
divide That I would make
things right while I can with
friends, family, and God.
Give thanks that the Lord
extends mercy o me when
I zm pridefil, selfish and
mean to ofhers who are less
fommaste. Give thanks o
the Lard, that He s=nt His

- | son, Christ Jesns, to dis for

oy sins.  (Give thanks that there are second, third, fourth, and wmlimited chances for
me to gef it rght with the Lord sand those arcnnd me.  To dio the next thing right.
(Give Thaoks, in everything {ive Thanks.

I guess it is pretty clear on what [ am trying fo say, Give Thanks., Think about

Thanks, think about it every dsy, every moment, every mstance when the thoughts
of complaint come. When you feel life isn't fair .. Think about how blessed yon are
compared to the majority around the world.  Try to look at things from a thank-
ful parspective and not 8 pronbling. sriping. and complaining point of view. Yon
will be mnch happier when you realize how mmuch you really have, Think shout
Thanks.

Mike Stroud iz a pasfor af Horizon Church in Morgamon, Music Dinector af wiws

e ——————
~ Forover 33 years, we have
provided a “Higher Standard
of Care” for our patients in
their homes and all area
tacilities: a care built on
the principles of comfort,
dignity, choice and conirol.
As a stand-alone not-for-
profit, we ofter this award
winning care for chronical-
Iy and terminally ill patients
and their tamilies.

828.682.9675
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Your (hoice.

Your Fospice.
1 for Yancey Faspice.

i

hospiceofyancey.org
856 Georges Fork Rd. Burnsville, NC
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Bian. Conitor has-the Best.-wenidenls

Thank you for allowing us to care for those in your
family when the need arises.

Vaughn Hughes was born in 1932 and lived in
the Tipten Hill area where he went to school and
graduated. He feels very fortunate fo have grad-
uated at a time when many young men in that
area did net finish high school but went to work
instead. When he was 22 he enlisted in the arimy
and served from 1953 until 1955, He spent most
af his life on the farm and raised tobacco and

a big garden. He always made liis own molas-
ses, seur kraut and lalled hogs to make his lard,
There were abvays apples so he made lots of apple
butter to eat on over the winter. He says he always
grew lats of poratoes and onions and wonld dig

a big hole in the ground, layer it with fodder and
put his taters in, put enions on top of that then
add another layer of fodder. It would Leep the
taters all winter and would keep the anions sweet.
Vaughn says, "T never got married but I sure had
a lot af good sweerhearts. Life was good.

o omll
@

Ruby Williams was born in 1932 and went to Bald
Creek School and feels blessed to have grewn up

in beautiful Yancey County, North Carelina. One
af her good friends that she worked with set her up
with a blind date with the young man that was to
become her husband. Ruby says, I opened the door
and there stoed this fall, dark and handsome guy,
and I fell in love at first sight. The man, Jinony,
was from Avery County and after dafing for a year
we got married. We wanted children and Fimmy
wanted sons so I gave him twe, Hanl and Mark.
Ruby said, I am a strong Christian se I toek my
sons to church each Sunday and they are wonderful
voung men teday. I could never have found a more
handsome or better husband than the one Gad pro-
vided for me. We both felt that the secret fo a happy
marriage was always being frue to each ather and I
thank the Lord for him each day.

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

828-765-7312

www. brenews. com
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Honaring Seniors
By Doug Suddmta
Mitchell County

Cin Tharsday, Cotober 20, the Botary Clak of Spruce Pine
recognized aed howored rong Dlirchell High School Seniors
of the Mowth. They ware inmoduced by Guidance Counzelor
Grant Sparks. Also present was MHS Teacher Malisza Mar-
fm. The smdents were Tustin Gresn and Oewalde Hemandaz

Jusne Gresne is the son of Gary apd Pernie Greapne Hig
o 13 the danghrer of Harlsss and Dosothy Soeet, and his dad iz the son of Flowd
and Mlildred Grespe. Tustn fkes bame g Mirchell High School stadent, bacanse vou
are waated fairly by all the faculty, wo matter if vou're an honoos smedeet or 2 student
who has a little roore of 8 strogzle leamune. It's not lke they expect vou to already
Enow everyiuing just based on vour classes. The faculny mnderstand that evernyons
neads halp.

Amnother thing abour the faculy is thar they help athletes based on tiedr schedulas
to0. Tustn has played baseball ever since be was linle. He plays through the week
and oo the weskends, pow, s0 be's very busy, Bur the teachers stll work with bim
and pther athletes ke hing to help them zet their work in and to do thelr homewaork .

Crverall baing a Mitchell High spadent is 2 gift, and be's happy where be iz, He
plans on poing on to college and playing baseball apd pursuing a pre-med desres
to ke an orthodontist or 2 phyvsical therspist. Hopafilly be will go oot ETSU w
puarsne this dresrn, plaving collegiate baseball and gemme a dagree. Buf Fustn will
2o wharever he's supposad to and leave 11 in {ed’s will. He thanked Fotarans for
having it as their mestng.

The parents of Oswaldo Hemmandez are Veronica and Macedomio Hemandez His
father worked @ Grassy Creek Hardware Store for 12 years, and now 15 working at
Appalachian Storags.

Ciswaldo rooved here from MMexico in 20006 with hes fanaly to beve a bener lifs.
His family is onportant mo bim, always belping each ofer when something is
wronz He has one sister, poe brodher, and a ndece. His bobbies mostly iovaolve
wiork. He likes belping his famdlv by spliting wood. He also likes to shoot bottles,
bt then nmst clean up the mess. He also lkes 1o boild things m s spare dme
Crewvalde is involved o roary vocational clazses at Mirchell High with epnongh
credits to graduate early, bur choosing to stay o school and leam 21 he can, Ha is
faking carpeany abd autoononve classes. and will eam his Welding 1 certificate
before sraduaine. He lkes all bis classes, berause be leams something new every
day in every class, There is abways smne oew word or something from bistory duar
he didn't know. In Antornotive
1, he leams how o fix cars,
becanse everyone knows thare
is always something wrong
wiith the cars and he lkes m
be able to fix them He also
enjovs school becase he hasg
2 Lot of friends. having best
friend: and odver friends. Bur
miost of the tme= he'll gve
hiz fiends 3 second chanca if

rhm-‘re maau ot : Fictured are Teacher Melizza Mariin, siuwdenrs Jus-
Fe iz inspirved by bis teach- b ooy and Orwaldo Hernandes with Counselor

ers saying, “all my t=achers Grant Soark

inspire me and ey

glways keep pushing me forward, becanse they don't want me w0 walk
backwards. Thev want me w succeed ™

After high school, he wants (o 2o fo work and aam as noach money 2s he can
s0 be can budld his ovm hounse Osaaldo has worked since be was 2 small child in
miany different jobs. Ha has experences in consmiction, landscape, welding, and
a lintle of anomodve, aod plans to leam all e can and work kard to make a good
life for his family. He does have a dream, but bis dream is not for himself it is for
hiz faae kids. He wants thean to bave a good life. believing that a good dad does
evervihing for their son or danghtar

Oiswaldo thanked the Fotary chib for thas honor,

Do Suddui® I the Pubiic Relaions Gfficer for the Spruce Prae Rotary Cluk

BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Roan Bd. - PO Box 217 - Spruce Pme, NC 28777
Phone (328) 765-2762 - Fax (828) T65-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 American Thread Bd. - Manon, NC 28732
Phone (E28) 756-4426 - Fax (B28) 756-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Cell (§28) 385-1009

Chance Boone

| Ministry of Grace and Mercy
Ev Fev. Jolm MoCouy
Foam Mownnmin, Ternesses

Thergfone, simce wo have this minisy, az we fne recened
marey, we do nor lose Reart. (2 Cor 4:1)
In addition to heavenly Lhery, God desires to mark our lves
| with other spirineal characteristics. One of these is the godiy
| encovragement hat comes Som living and serving under a
minismy of ercy and grace.

The service we now render to the Lord 1= based upon mercy: "since we have this
mrEirieL as we have receivad mary. " e deserved condemination by God and sepa-
raricn frovn Him for ecemity. Instesd, God bad mercy apon s, forgivins vs oar sins.
Woi by warks gfmighteonsness wiich we haee done, bt according to His mercy He
srved wz " (TiE 3:5). Furthenmore, by His mercy He enlists us in His sermice. Tdnd [
thank Christ Jezus o Lowd wing Ras enabied me, becawse He covmad me faiihfi,
DunTHE v dnte the minisry alifeush Iwas Bewmerly a basphenen @ persecuion,
and an insalenit man, But § obiomed merey™ (1710 1:12-13) Crar mnistry is also
sbout zrace. "Thecame @ minisier according fo ihe 2t of the grace qf God shven
ra mg" (Eph 3:7). In ligho of kaving this ovpe of minisoy (one relaed w0 mercy and
grace], "we do ot lose heart ™ If we wers called to sarve God based on our meniz
znd our resources. we would lose beart. We can periodically be tempted to discour-
agement, 35 we serve our Grod. Paul's testimony of service is simdlar to many of
Crod's servants down through the ages. "Fap indeed, wien we came fo Macadonia,
our flash had no rest, But we wane frowubied on overy side. Quiside were confficts,
Imside were fears (2 Cor. 72500 At dmies, we too are svarounded by impossibilifes
aed threatenad by apprebensions. What are we 0 do o such unsettlng mials? "For
consider Him who endured sich hosRligy from sinners apamst Honselll lert you be-
corae waary and discowrazed in pour rowiz " (Heb 12:3). Mo cae faced more basles
and bemayals than the Lord Jesus. Yet, no one served more faithfully. In bartle afer
battie, the Father brought Jesns through victoronsly, We can connt on the Lord to
bave mercy npon s, He will poar our His grace upon s and bring us throngh victo-
noaaly a3 well Femember, our semvice of the Lord is bazed upon mearcy and grace.
"Ler us thergfore come boldly to the thrane gf grace, that we may obiain ey o
Sind grace fo heip m fme of need” (Heb. 4:18). O God of mercy and grace. You
know bow ofien discourazement rolls over me like crashing waves. Plaase remind
o that roy service wets Yoo depends on Your mercy and grace. not ow my capabil-
tizs or perfonnance. Thank You, Lord”

Jokn MeCoury i pastor af Evarsreen church in Roan Mounimin, Tennesses and
alro chapiam af Roan Highlands Nursing Canter
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Avery County Chamber event:

Movember 21-December | Christmas Wieath contest-Mewland
Movember 26 Festival of Trees Rock Gym in Mewland
Hovember 26 Holiday Markst, Beech MMountain

December 2 Christmas Parade, Mewland

December @ Tree Lighting Ceremonies, Mewland

Avery Fregpancy and Besource Center - We here at Avery Pregnancy and
Bespnrce Center still have a good selection of shightly used baby clothes to ba

Ziven away to expectant mothers or fo mothers of toddlers wp o three vesrs of
gpe Just come Dt the Center and visit our Baby Boutiqne and pick owt any
thrae itemes that you want. This is our "Free Gift" to yow

We kere 3t APRC are a family orentated mindistry. It is our desire to provide
families with nmach needed bakby items such as strollers, high chairs, toys, dispers
and more.

We are open Wednesday and Thursday by appointment. We can also make ar-
CAOZEmEDts to meet you on @ more convenbent day.

Pleass call B23-467-0818 or 828-733-2400 and sk for Bob Brown.

Plumires Presbyterian Church - Plumntree Presbyterian Chnarch is having a
healing service on Sundsy, Movember 13th =t 6230 pm_ These services consist of
praise and worship, teaching/preaching the Word and a special fime of praying
for the sick These services are powerfinl and we have seen many, many healings.
We mwite you to join us 25 we belisve God with you for your ndracke.

Burks County

Burke County Chamber of Commerce-Morsanion - Save the Dares Novem-
ber 17, 2016 Locanon: The Waldensian Bill-Valdese, WC. The Chamber of
Commerce and Showcase Venue will Fepresent “Good Ole™ New York! Pick
you Big City for a Fun Theme and a Chance to Win Prizes for Best Display Table
and Banguet Table. OHH and YES! This Year's event will have a Dinner afier
the Showcase Stay tuned for more detsils and sponsorship oppormnities! !

Christian Buaness Men's Connesction (Morgpanton) - We are 8 movement of
Aien to Experience the Power of One God, the Value of One Man and the Lever-
age of One Team, resnlting in the Spinimal Beproeduction among Businessmen.
Please join us fior himch at one of our weekly Bible smdy meetings: Twesday,
12:00 noon at the Conummity House, Morganton. Contact: Wayne Giese, B28-
413-581%9.

Hopewell - Char “Upward Sports™ program begins on September 244k for amy
child that is interested in playing basketball or being a cheer leader. Jobs for
adults include referee and canteen  Interested are encouraged o contact
Fev. Andrew TWhisensnt, Associzte Pastor Yonth Divector at 8234374823,

Morpanton Seventh-day Adventisi-Burke Connty - Silver Creek Adventict
School will be having & Yard Sale on Friday, Movember 4th | from 8:00 2m
umil 2:00 pom. Also, on Sundsy, Movember §th., thers will be apother Yard Sale
fromm 300 am |, wmtl 1:00 pm , followed by & Pundraising Lunch at 1200 pom.,
and Anction 3t 2:00 p.m. Please plan to attend ome or both of these events to
support the Silver Cresk Adventist School SCAS is located at 2195 Jamesiown
Foad, Morganton, W.C. 28655,

Ancient Bible Mvsteries Eevealed takes place Wovember 4ih., thromgh MNovem-
ber 18th., at 7.0 p.m., each might This event is free and will be beld a1 Glen Al-
pine Elementary School, 302 London Street, Morganton, Morth Carolina 28655,

Discower the Bible like yon never have before!

Bleazant View Baptist Church, Morgapton, NC. a theologically conservative
5BC charch, is seeking 3 pastor who is a dedicated teacher, counselor, proac-
five leader, comnumitted to community outmeach. Prefer a graduate of sentinary or
similar college with some expenence. Send resume to PVBC-SEARCH TEAM,
1834 U5 70 E, Morganion, B 28655

Azlow Inferpational Hickory Lizhibonse: “Shine a5 lights in the world™
(Philippians 2:15), and fallowship with other beacons of Christ at monthly meer-
mgs of the Aglow International Hickory Lighthouwse. BMovember s maeting will
take place Saturday, Movember 12, from 10 2m — 12 noon. The lecation is the
Highland Axenne Restanrant. 883 Highland Asvenne SE. Hickory. Believers from
Westem MNorth Carolina and beyond are invited to emjoy the fellowship, sing-
ing, worship, teaching — and coffes. Futh Mangiacapre, founder of the School of
ihie Prophets in High Point, Worth Carolina, will speak oo “A Day of Prophetic
Impartation and Felease ™ Hickory Lighthomse meetings are the second Saturday
of each momnth.

Old Rock School In Valdese - Christmas in WNovember Sponsored by the His-
toric Valdese Foundstion Vendor Applications for 20146 is now available!

Held Ammally the second Saturdsy in Movember from Sam to 4pm at the Old
Fock School. Ower 35 Handmade Craft & Gift Vendors. Booth Fee inchides one
&' tsble with 2 chairs and approximately 3 feet behind and in front of the mble.
The event is indoors snd has approcimately §00 attendess. Vendors are allowed
to setup the Friday before the event from noon to Spm or the momimg of hegin-
ning &t Tam Entry 51 or 3 Can Good Donation for Burke United Chiristisn Min-

istries. First 250 Shoppers will receive a complimentary shopping tote from the
Historic Valdese Foundstion Enjoy an Open House af the Piedmont & Westem
Bailread Moseum, Simging Christmas Tree, Refreshiments & Door Prizes

MicDiowell Counmiy

Clinchiield Baptizt Church (Warion)— We are accepting resumes for Mimister
of Munsic Current worship styles is blended nsing both traditional hymns, choral,
md conternporary srranzements with soloist and choir. The positon is 3 paid part-
time position znd imvolves organizing and leading the clarch’s music ministries
both adalt snd children Baptist background prefamed. Send resmmes with refier-
ences o Chnchiieldbaptistcharchi@ frontier.com or o address 1150 East Court
Strest, Maron, MC 28752 Atm: Persomme] Conumittes.

Om Wednesday, WMovember 16th there will be a free Commnmnity Thanksgiving
meal 3t Clinchfield Baptist chorch at §200.

Nebo United Methodist Church - 117 Nebo School Road — Nebo, NC 28761
Holiday Bazar and Breskfast - All proceads will o to Webo Elementary School
Satorday Movember 12th  B:00=m to 12-00pm

New HOFE of McDowell (AMarion) - New HOPE of McDowell 1s seeking a full-
mme Associste Director - Shelter Manger New HOPE of MeDowell is a non-prof-
it domestic viokence and sexumal assanlt agency located in McDowell Coumty, FC.
This position inclndes bepefits such as smployee health insurance and paid vaca-
ton, personal, and sick tme. The primary purpose of this position is to provids
diract client services and adwocacy to victims of domestic violence and sesqzal
assanlt and their children as well assisting with camying out the smategc goals
znd objectives of the organization, providing direct leadership and supervision to
all Client Services Advocates, and operating under the direction and expectations
of the Executive DirectorConrt Advocate snd Board of Directors.

Elood Drive

Aarion

11/272016: 2:30 pm. - 530 pm | Befhel Baptist Chorch, 205 Bethel chorch Fd
Niebao

114°2016: 2 pm. - &30 pm_, MNebo Elementary School, 254 Mebo School Bd

Mitchell County

Bear Cresk Bapiist Church-Ledger - Women's Prayer Breakfast at Helen’s
Festaurant oo Saturday, Movewber 5, 2016 9200 to 11:00am Ordening from menm.
All women are invited.

Bear Creek is collecting items for those affected by the flood. Bottled wa-
ter, paper towels, baby formula, baby food diapers, baby wipes, toothbmshes,
toothpaste Cloroa, toilet fissue, soap, muibber sloves. mops, shampoo, wash cloths.
Take to the church or to the Mitchell Baptist Association in Spmce Pine.

Calyary Chapel Asheyville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Church in Asheville
is sponsonng a home fellowship and Bible Smdy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is beld on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm at 7% Sean Dir. (Estatoe arex—off Broshy
Creek Fd). We are smdying the Gospel of Tobhn cnmentty. (Call Tobn Tacksom T60-
T93-3700 for informaton snd directions. And bring your Bible

Eirst Baptist Church Spruce Fine - First Baptist Chuarch of Sprce Pine 15
iﬂmg:pﬂrt—ﬂnrthﬂd:mprmmi!fmmmddhmmy The position will
require approximately eight hours per week consisting of 4.5 hours on Sunday

moming 1 5 hours oo Sunday wights amd 2 hours on Wednesday nights phas other
hours during special events 25 needed. The position will require a spirit-fillad
caring and responsible childoare provider who will focus on providing = safe
enviromment for teddlers. Qunalifications include experience in caring for young
children and the physical ability to meet their active needs; 2-3 references; and
willingness to submit fo 4 background check. CPR is required and First Aid is
recommendsd and can be completed once employed. The hourly pay is §15-320
per hour and is pegotable based on experience and qualifications.

i should contact First Baptist Charch, 125 Tappan Street, Sproce Pine,
KC 28777 Phone # B28-765-0411 Ext. 301.

Habitat for Humanity; Our local Habitat for Humawity is constructing 3 house
in Mitchell Covnty and voluntsers are desperately needad on Wednesdays and
Samrdays from Pam antl 3pem. If you can belp, plesse contact Eendra Bradford at
B28-284-T306 for more information.

Historic Courthouse (Bakersville) - The Historical Society will be co-spomsor-
ing a Christmas Tour of Homes. Please keep watch for future info for details.

Mitchell Baptist Assnciation-Spruce Ping - Mitchell Baptist Association is spon-
zpring a collection of things to be sent to thosa affected by the HEurmcane.

Afifchell County Animal Eescue-Spruce Pine - The Seventh Annual Wine and
Whiskers presented by Mike Brown Ford-Subam will be beld Saturday, Movem-
bear 5, 2016 from 2:00-2-00pm st the Pizza Shop and Doy Coumty Brewary in
Spruce Pine. Wine snd Whiskers is an anmuzl fimdraicer that benefits Mochell
County Animal Fescue.  100% of the procesds will support the Bescue’s low cost
spay and neuter program. “Wine and Whiskers has provided important financial
support to MCAR helping underwrite the spay and neuter program which reduces
the oumber of wmyanted animeals i Michell County,™ said MCAR Director,

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Patricia Beam.

The Mitchell Yancey Substance Abuse Task Force

mesfing will take place MNovember 8, noon - 1pm, Yancey County Library |, 321
School Circle Bumsville. We will be celebrating our Dz Free Comnmintties
grant award - there will be caka! And, leaming more shout the Yowth to Youth
program model that the Task Force will be implementing to reduce youth sub-
stance use in our two-county conumanity. There will be time for brief npdates or
anmoumements from groups and conumumity sechors.

Spruce Pine Main Streef-Sproce Pine - Small Business Samrdsay is Samrday,
Mowvember 26th. If you are plamming in participating in the American Express
event'scavenzer hunt. please let me know today so I can pet us sismed up fior the
free merchandics. Ineed a minfmuoon of 10 osinesses to qualify.

The Gringerbread House display will be November 2 6th-Thecember 31st at the
Visitors Center

Smdio Tour will be December 4th-6th m Mitchell and Yancey Counties

Tipton Hill Commumnity Foondation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breskfast, the first
Satmrday each month 7:30 — 10:30 am_ at the old Methodist Church across from
Jerry™s Store. Come join ns for bomemade sansage. scrambled egzs. gravy, jellies,
jmice and coffee. Eat in or take-out, all funds support the Tipton Hill Community
Foundation.

Western Caraling Church iz hosting the 4th annnal GriefShare: Surviving the
Holidzys special holiday program. The program pressntation begins with a ban-
guet which is open to the comommity. It will be beld oo Saturday, Movember 12,
2016 at 6:0:0 PRI at Western Carpling Cloarch in Sproce Pine. This semanar gives
practical sdvice for dealing with grief and the holidays. Please feel free to bring
family members and frsnds whoe might bensfit from this program.

Tancey County

Cabrary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Church in Asheville
15 sponsoring & home felloaship snd Bible Smdy m Sproce Pine. The fellowship
15 hald on Thursday evenines af 7:(0pm at 79 Sean Dir. (Estatoe srea—aoff Broshy
Cresk Fd). We are smdying the Gospel of John currentdy. Call Tobn Tacksom 760-
T93-3790 for information and directions. And bring your Bible.

First Bapftist Church-Burnsyille - COME TO BETHLEHEM AND SEE. . .
MAFRS HILL: Come and ses the sixth LIVE, outside dove-throngh presentation
of the life of Christ from the warmth and coonfort of your owm vehicle. See the
angel visinng MMary, where the Savior's birth took place, and live scenes from the
ministry of Jesms. Witmess JTesus carrying His cross to Golgotha, and His ascen-
sion into keaven as well as tour Bethlehemn Villaze a5 it might have looked in
Jesus® day.

As 3 gift to their conumanity, the Gabriels Creek Bapdist Church at 111 Gabr-
glz Creek Cloarch Foad m Mars Hill is ing this production on Saturday,
Diecember 3 and Sunday, December 4, 2016 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. each might
rain or shine. Mo charpe and no reservations are required. The pastor and chorch
family mvite and walcome you and your family to come and go back in fime to
visit with us in Bethlshem

For information/divections: www/gabnelscreekbe com, Gabotels Creek Baptist
Church Facebook page, email sonarpheyimmbn edn, or call 828-682-6755/828-
IG-6755

Higrins Memarial United Methodist Church - Bible Stady Fellowship (BSF)
Men's Class meeting in Bumsville apmounces thar its new shady vear will begin
September 13th at §:55 pm and the class 1= being bosted by Higgins Methodist
— 101 W. Mam Streset, Burnswille. This wear's smdy will focus on the Gospel of
John

Eible Study Fellowship (B5F) is an intereational and interdenominamnonal Bible
class for men of all ages, depominations, gecgraphic locstions and backeroumds
— all men hiving m Western Morth Caroling are encouraged o join the stady. The
group, for beginner or advanced Bible smdents, will meet from 8§55 to §:55 pm
each Teesdsy evening fhrongh May — just show up any Tuesday evening begin-
ning September 13th to join the sroup and the stody.

For more local information, call Mike Lawrence — 904-254-86303 (jamesmi-
chaellswrencefigmail com) or Harvey Schestag — 828-284-0707 (harveysche-
stagilemail. com) or go to wanw bsfinternstions] org for comprehensive informa-
tion shout BSE.

Family Vielence Coaliion of Vancey County - 2 1st Amniversary Celsbration
Samrday, Movember 5, 20016 - 12:00 BRI - 2:00 PA. Higgins Memorial United
Methodist Charch

Chili Cook-Off (MWon-Sanctioned) = Entertzinment for the Whole Family = All
You Can Eat Chili and Refreshments = Chance to Win Prizes Such as:

4 Moumtzm A Connoy Clob Green and Cart Fess Gift Comificates

2 Dollywood General Admission Tickets {(Walid throngh Tannary 1, 2018)
4 Hickory Crawdad Baseball General Admission Tickets (Valid through
May 31, 2017T)

1 Ashewille Tourists Goody Baz and General Admizsion Tickets (Bhamber
of fickets to be determinad)

%15 Chili Cook-0ff Regiswanon Fee (Limit of 20 Entrants) = $10 Admiszion
Fes (Children Under 5 Est for Fres) = 525 Donation to be Entered for Chance fo
Win Prizes = £50 Business Sponsorsbip

To purchase your spot in oor 215t Anniversary Calshration be 2 sponsor, enter

for chance of prezes or Teguest additional information please contact Sarah Car-
penter (B28-467-2058) or Sonja Peterson (328-284-4413)

All proceads will benefit the Family Violence Coalificn of Yancey Connty
{¥01{c)3 nonprofif) to help "Stop the Violence"

Laure]l Eranch Baptist Church {Burnsyille] — Seeking bi-wocational pastor,
please email resume to Sorescapps(@fronter.com.

shoal Creeli Baptist Church-Burnsyille - Nov. 13, 2016 The WORD (Worship
ﬂumﬂzﬂnmﬂmtrm}ﬁ—ﬂPMat'ﬂnch:rcth 20, 2016. Thanksgiving
sarvice snd fallowship meal followme the 11:00 am service

Wet Burpyville Bapfist Churcl - Socteenth Annusl West Bumsville Baptist
Charch Christmas Pageant Jesus - His Story

We inwite yon to begin your Christmmas season this year with a celebration of the
life of Christ throngh drama snd nmsic &t West Bumsvills Baptist Cluarch. Thrall
to the proclamation of the augels that Tesus is bom. Marvel at his nunistry as the
blind see and the lame walk. Mowm with Mary and his disciples as Jesus is cmci-
fied and rejoice with them as they discover that He s alive! His story does not end
there but proclaims the promise of life everlasting in our beavenly home.
The Pageant opens on Wednesday, MNovember 30 at 7 FA, confimes Thurs-
day. December 1 and Saturdsy, December 3 st 7 PM and conchides on Sunday,
December 4 2t 3 PA West Bumsville Baptist Church is located one mile west of
Bumsville town square. just off U5 19E on West Burpsville Church Fosd. Ssating
Beservations for groups of six or more may be made by calling 828-675-4720 or
B2E-6E2-3900. While thers is no admission charge,
your love offering is gratefully accepted.

The Mitchell Yancey Sobstance Abuse Tashk Foroe meeting will take place
Mowvember 8, noon - 1pm, Yencey County Library 321 School Cicle
Bumsville

We will be celebrating our Dimz Free Communities grant sward - there will be
cake! And lsaming more shout the Yonoth to Youth proeram mode] that the Task
Force will be implementing to reduce youth substance use in our two-counfy com-
Daumity.

There will be time for brief updates or announcements from proups and com-
DNty seciors.

Tancey Connty Meals on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volonteers needed to daliver
meals to Yancey County shut-ins, any weskday, 1030 am - noon. If you would
like to volunteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-8011.

Maviapd Community Colleze - Small Business Center- Allen Cook, Director,
E-Mail: tcookizmayland. edu
Address: 2 Mayland In Spruce Pine, MC 28777, Telephone Number: 828~
T85-1205. To register for free classes, call Alan Cook at 328-765-1205 or email
tocokimayland edu

Free online webinar: Tax Tips for your Wew Business: This webinar covers tha
major fax issues faced by your small business. Topics discussed include salecting
2 business suctare, understanding business taxes, IRS recordkeeping require-
ments, and [B5 help availsble to you. Call 328-T66-1258, if vou wonld like a
copy of the accompanying power point fo this webinar or wounld like to schedale
free confidential business counseling. Register online: biftps: v noshe net!
workshop asprTekey=310360161

Free online webinar: Avoiding the Biggest Tax Mistakes in your Small Busi-
pess, Leam on vour schedule at vour convenience with this online class: Leam
about tax benefits available and how best to avoid common mistakes small bosi-
ness owners may maks. Topics inclnde conumon gquestions to small basiness owmn-
ars: best practices, record keeping tips, mileaga/personal tasiness use of vehicle,
IS requirements for hinng new employess, home office requiremnents. Ragister
for this class online: hitps/wannoshc net'workshop. sspecTekey=3 10360142

Fres Business Luncheon sponsored by Small Business Center & Mountain Biz
works, (business lending & learning). Whether yon are thinking sbout starting a
business or already owm one, this luncheon will provide great networking, plenty
of bnsiness resoorces, snd be conducted in & fim, yet informative fashion. MNovem-
ber @, from 11:30am to 1:-30pm' hmcheon location Staarts on the Green. Hegister
by phone 828-T66
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Mitchell Soil and Water
Area 1 Outstanding District

of the Year

By Nell Smith

Mitchell County

Mirchell Soil & Water Conservanon Disirict Board
Members Richard Tamreit, Doug Harrell, Alfred Breedin,
Ed Temell, and Steve Wilson pose with District Technician
and Admimisrative Assistant el
Smith with their award for Area 1
Crutstanding District of the Year, for
accomplishments in natural respurce
conservation and education presented
by the Area 1 Associztion of Soil and
Water Conservation Dismricts. This
award was accepied by Mitchell Sodl
& Water at the Area 1 Mesting held

on October 11, 2014

Nell Smith iz the Adminizirative dssiztant at Mitchell 5ol and Water Conserva-
tior Dasirict. She received her Bachelors degroe from Lees-MeRae Colleze with a
mgior in English. She cerranly lives in Spruce Pine and lones spending time with
her dog. Meria her boyfriend, and her family
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Concord Baptist Church-Burnsville

Small Words
By Dr. Bradley Boone
Tancay County

Marthew 5:18 "For verdy I aqy unee you, till heaven and
aarth pasz, ong jor or one fitle shall in po wise pass fhom the
Terw, 111 il Ba feffilled ™

Today I was thinkimg about the doubt that plagues onr {
uncertain times. As [ write this articls I have no idea who will
b= electad president in 2 few weeks, no idea who's hands the comgress or senate will
be m, and no ides of the direction of our state government or the mamy other mom-
mental obstacles that may face us as a people by the time this arficle goes to press.
This, bowever, I do know: Jesus will stll be king, the Church will still be alive
and well, and HIS Word will stll be setiled in heaven and the finsl anthority for all
things. As our Lord here speaks sbout the word he tells ws that there will not be one
“jot” or “drtle”™ duat will pass away fom the law. The word “jot™ refers to the small-
est letier and the word “title” refers to the puncieation marks. How marelons is the
preservation of the Word of God! (God is seeing to if that we have all the Bible that
we nead even in this place st this time! I remember when I sfarted into the master’s
proeram in Hikle Collspe one of the availshle slectives was Hebrew:. I elacted not to
take it and instead give myrself to smdy in another ares When someone said “Why
doa't von take Hebrew™ I replied, “Because [ speak English!™ God has givenus a
Eible that i= ouoe in ifs verbal plenary inspiration and = merrant and indallible it
called the King James.

What I want us to consider tnday are some of the smallest words that are in our
Bible, bor are stll inspived and impartant! I bope that this study of some ligle <jos™
will be a blessing to you and cause you to consider the gravity of even the smallest
word i our Bible.

First I woulkd consider the word “Fow™. Iszizh 1:18 admonishes us "Clome NOT
lef us reason fogether saith the Lond, though your sins be as scarief they shall be
ar white az snow, though thay be ned like crimeson thay shall be as woo! ™ The word
“Mow™ represants the only period of time in which arything can be done. Yester-
day iz pome. tomormow may never come, the only period of mme that we have any
conirel over is WOW, Mow is ever with us yet it is ever changing, it has endlessy
possibilities bat is fraught with the beginning of many regrets. The question then
becomes what will you do with your WOWT Right this nymment, &5 you sit and read
ihis article, you are bving in the MOW, will vou do something with it that s produec-
twe? Will you choose to spend it reasonmg with God? Will you use the breath that
od has given youn in the MOW to praise him? Cre Last thing before leaving the
word BIOW, consider with me Hebrews 826 "For than must be affen have syfiered
since the forndation of the world: bur NOW orce in the end gf the world hath he
appaarned fo puf away sin by the zaojfice gf imse]f " Motce that here the writer of
the book of Hebrews puts the redemipiive work st Cabvary in the perpetual present
tense. (rod is the only ones that can do something over 2 (800 years ago and it still be
relevant and life changing in the FOW!

Second, consider with me the word “BUT. The word BUT is the grest U-hmm
word of the Bible. Man will again and again be headed in 2 cettain divection and
then he will mon straight o o the beavenly conjuncton BUT. Many times, the word
“BUT™ is followed by another litle word with biz meswing and that is the word
GOD. How wonderful is the phrase “BUT GOD™, even though it is ondy six lefiers
long it is perhaps the most ransformative phrase to ever cross the ps of mam. T
preach a senies of messages of the “BUT GOD™ phrases of the Bible bt have no
time here to touch on the all. I will just take the time to notice ope. Fomans 5:3
"BUT D, commandeath kis love fowand wr in fhat while wa ware yef Sinnars
Christ deed for us. " As sinners we were all headed in the same direction toward
hall, BUT GO0, shows his love towsard us and quickens us that we might believe m
the redempiive work of Cabeary.

Lastly consider with me the word “IF". The word “IF™ denotes both an opparns-
nity and a fragic dowbt We can see i wsed as an opporiumity m 2ond Chrondcles 7:14
"I my peaple, which are calied by vy name, shall humbie themszeives and pragy and
seck my face. and turn from their wicked wapa, than will T hear fhom heaven, and
will forgive their zin, and will heal their land. * Whart 3 wonderful thing that God
has promised us (the healing of our land) and it is all contingent on the word “TF”. If
we will, then God will. The word IF alse shows us a tragic doubt. This is best seen
in Luke 23:39_In the verses of Luke 23 we see two thieves of whom I am sare vou
zre all familisr One thief go’s to heaven the other to hell. Have you ever stopped
to think that both thieves azked the Lord to save him but coly one got the goods™
“Whart separated these two thieves? The litfle word “IF”. The non-penitent thief said
"IF thou be CHRIST save thyse]fand wr. ™ Mo man has ever gotten saved while say-
ing “IF" o the deity of Christ.

These certainly are not all the little words in the Bible with big meanings, T hops
that you will fake time to shudy some more of these little words and realize the great
lemgrhs to which (ed has zone to preserve for us a perfect Bible!

Bradiey Boone is the pastor f Concord Baprist Church in Burnsville, NC
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Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue
Ridge Ls a proua partieipant tn the
wWe Howor Veterans Program. We strive to

to meet the unique needs of the veterans we
serve. You remind each one of us that the

freedom we enjoy has been made possible

through Your sacrifice and dedication.

" ) Hospice & Palliative \/

] .
n V‘ Care of the Blue Rldge WE HONOR VETERANS
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 47

A besutifal, suony Cotober 13th in Faleigh, on the grommeds of our state capitol, was the sefting for Franklm Grahan's 1ast stop oo his
Dracizsion Arwerica tour of all 30 state capitols. Iwas gratefal to stand zloogside 14,000 other Morth Carolinians and besr Fraoklin Gra-
ham's teessage to “pray, voie and engage " Clearly, the bear of this messsze centered on the battle af stake for our naton’s sonl o this
y crucial and sertons electiow seazon, as ow world cononnes o tun away Tom Judeo-
Clhrstan valoes and roward secular progressivisio. In deciding which prasidential
candidate to vote for, be wead those in attendancs o defenmine the type of appoini-
ments exch candidate wounld make to the U5, Supreme Court. Ouar Supreme Court
hamps in the balance and the appomtment of even one ustice whioss mlnes would
take our counmy fuather dewn the path of secular progressivisem is pot somethipe
o covmiry peeds. 1 jo with Fraoklin Graham in asking that each of you, bafore
{ votng, examine all candidares for nationsl, state, and local offices for their views oa
miarmiage, nghts of the wobom, and reliziovs libery, -

In additicn to wging citizens to make informed choices and voting for candidates Sen. Ralph Hise
most alimmed with the Tudeo-Christizn valies which served as the foundation of Ralph Hise@incles net
onr coviry and Constnstion, Franklin Grabam spoke of the need for mere Chrrstian men and women o seek pablic ofice themselves. 91'9 733 34&5'
whether on town councils, boards of commussioners, or school boards, I agree. And, a3 vour elected stare senator, I congmae 1o smand fmm i
on conservanve, Christian values and principles on all issmes.

US House of Representatives NC District 11

Azwe a]:-pn:-ar_h Thanksziving — probably oy favorite bolidsy of the vear — I'm reminded of the fonndations] principles and walies
behind this tirne of year thar are z0 applicabla even today Thesa privciples zo all tie way back o the beginnms of our connmy, when ar
tha request of both bhouses of Congress, George Washington proclaimed the first “day of public thanksgiving aed prayer, 1o be obsarvad
by acknowledzing with grateful kearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God.”

At that me, Thanksziving was meant o b2 & day for crfizens of the voung republic to zive thanks for brnnging them through a costly
war for independence, for the brand-oew form of governumens establishad by the Constuton, and for the unprecedanted prospenty and
libermy availakle to all regardless of their stations aod circumstances. Washingron also recognized it as & day o ask forgiveness for oun
mansgressions as A ooty and to ask that the Lord, “render our zational government a blassing to all the peopls by constanfly being a
government of wise, nast, and consomcoeal laws.”

Diecades later, Abraham Lincoln made Thavksgiving a patonal boliday in 1863, Lincoly proclaimed thar we shonld. as a patow,

Congressman “solemnly. reverenily, sand gratefally acknowledze™ our many blessings. What 13 so rernarkable abouat this proclamation is that it came
Mark Meadows duree the muddls of the Civil War just a few months afier the banie of Gemysbure, the bloodiest battle ever fousht cn American sodl
202-225-6401 If thers was ever a time in our history to moum and fear the future, it was then.
waww.meadows. house. gov It"s mow 2016 and we sl kave omich 1o be thankfl for: 3 nation with & lostory of cherishing Iiberty, the fact that America is sull the

freest and mast prosparons connmy the world has ever keown, and the idea that we worship 2 God that loves us apd concems Himself
in the affamrs of mapkind.

Batween the nokey and foothall this month, find some time to thank the Dord for these blessings and nnplors His grace and pardon
for our ransgressions and shortcomings. Moreover, let a spirit of thapksgiving transfonn vour bearts and lives that we may cootime o
be marked by a “great degree of mangquility, noicn, snd plenty.™ God blass you all,

NC House District 85

Eep. Dobson and Sen. Hise receive Legislator of the Year Award from MARC

Balaigh, W — Bepressntative Josh Dobson (B-BIcDowall) and Senstor Falph Hizse
“TT A R FF-I.J (F-Blrochell) received the award for the 2014 Legislator of the Year af the ammal

_CAMAA L, L_:_._ MMARC awards hncheon on October 6th v Lake Tunahuska Plep. Dobson and Sen.

' | Hize wera selacted to recarve the RIARC Dhirector’s Award for their work in advocat-

ing for people with disabilitas,

MARC iz an organization represanting Wastam Maorh Caroling cormmunity reha-
bilitamow programs that advecate oo bebalf of and provide services for individuals
with dizabilites. Fap. Dobson stated, “Twas pleased 1o be akle to secure finding
in the 2016 badzet to bezin this very uportant project which targets chronically
vmemployed and brvgs them into the workforce again.™ WMany of these individuals Feaprassntative
Lave sigrificant health and other related issues. “Fetaming this fonding was critical Tosh Diohson
) to create real and sustzinzble jobs for people with disabiliries apd I was proud o be a Yaih Dok e les et
| part of this very important work,” stated Sen. Hise 919-731.5862 i

NC House District 86

Everyone iz, of course, aware of the Wovember 8 alection and early votng that has already beman Likewise, everyona is almost cer-
tainly aware of the alections for President, Governor, Lt Governor and 175, Sepater Obwiounshy, those are important chodces 1o be made,
inflnencing cur culnre, families and firhares for years. Perhaps, too, like many, you are also aware of the significence of the Presidentzl
elecion as it detemueas who will receive lifetims sproinmients to the U5, Supreme Cowrs. 2o doabt you ae also readily aware of the
impact that higkest conr in the nation has on laws affecting marmiage, abortion, oo graten, vorng aod bngely siznificant issues affacting
ontr Lives and those of fubare generations. Decisions made by the 175, Supreme Cowr will detemupe what kind of conomy we will kave in
the fistore- lomited with prodtectons for personal freedoms and righss or a covniny where governnieat will bave fee rein to do whatever it
declares good, enabled by a compliant, pelidcally asresabls court

The poiar of what Twish 1o say o this ammicle, however, is 1o call vour atenton to a sitoilarly cotical deciston on our BE ballon dus
yvesr. In MO, we elect our judzes. On the ballot is Fustice Fobert (Bob) Edmuonds who is & candidste for relection. IfBe 1s not re-alected,
mmach as with the U5, Suprames Court appoinooents 00 be mads by the pext president, MO s highest covar will switch from ope conmolied
2-3 by judzes comanittad 1o protecting our rizhcs and feedoms and mierpreting the Laow in light of the constmtor—no: making up law for Eep. Hugh Blackwell
polittcal purposes. I Tustice Edommds loses, Chrstian conservanves will fnd 27 high court controlled by lafist dses who are against 019.733-5805
pro-life lagizlation, protection of private property righes, fam redismicnine of legislatve disaices and implemertation of a faor voter dap- Hugh Blackwell incleg naet
mficaton law, If Tustice Edmands loses, you shonld conas on the pew liberz]l majoniny inding & way to okay mea using tee ssne locker T
rooms, showers and rest room facilifies as women and zirls.

Crus-af-state, far-left politica] srovps will spead at least a million dollars on pelidcal ads to defeat conservative fastice Edonmds. They
are posing a3 A familv-Sendly, WO group. Howewver, they'te anything but. They are libeling Fustce Ednvands by essentally calling bim
3 racist- fypical tacnc of the laft. Don't let them take conmol of 20 s highest conat, [ urge vou to look for Tostoe Edmunds’ nane on the
Ballot. If mawy be the only one that deesn't szy of be's Fepublican or Demiorrat. D't let that theow vow, He's the consarvamive chodca to
protect our families and firbaras.
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The WC General Assembly adiouoned sipe die on Tuly 1, 2008, completing a productve 2005-2006="1el:2015-2016= Llezislamve
bienninm. The Last four years have been a kistonc penod for Momh Caroling, In 2013, for the first tme in 144 years, ao incooing
Fepublican Govemor met Bepublican majonites in the Morth Carcling House and Senate. We have now had thoee historic sessions of
legislative reforms, and bave fulfilled mawy pronuses to the people of this state, melnding substanaally decreasing the personal income
rax o 5.49%% and reducing the corporate tax to 3% This has creared whar Governor MoCrory as called the “Carcling Comeback, and
25 a result our state aconomy has added almost 350,000 new jobs since 2013

Chvar the past four vears. the General Azsembly has adopted Sxcally responstble state budests that have resulied m aponal surpluzes
of abont 2400 muillion incrsgzsd public education spending v mars thae a billion dollars, and dramaeally increazed our savings m
the Bamnvy-Day fund froan 5200 millisn o 51 6 billion. For the first tme 1w seate lostory, our average teachar salanses are more than
350,000, That is an average mncrease of almaost 510,000 since the 2013-14 school year The Geweral Assembly slso stopped the long-

time practice of ransferring money from the Highway Fund to pay for unrelated General Fund budgst items. By doing this, we were Sen. Warren Danzel
zhlz to put an addizonal 5240 million per year info building new roads, resvrfacing existing highwavs, and repaming agug bridzes. Warren Dantel @ neleg net
Alzo of great significance for western MNorth Caroling was che passage in May of the Comnect 2T Bood, which will mnfase 52 billion 0]19-715-7823

info consmuction needs for our state universites, cormmounity colleges. the W Wanonal Guard, apd our stare parks. This will bring
over 3300 mdllion in capital invesnonent to state facilites n western Morth Caroling, including several siznificant projects like the
establishment of the MC School of Technology and Enginesrng in Morganton, and the Colleze of Mursing and Health Sciences at Ap-
palachizn State Universiny.

Cn a final note, the consarvative govermment that von have elected has been vigilant over the past four years in fighong for your 2nd
Amendment dghts and for the rights of the unborm. One of the most recent developments m this ares is that the State has prevailed in
the court bamie over the “Choose Life” licenss plata, and ot 1z now availabla for you o parchazsae st vour Loczl tag office!

Thavks to all of vou for allewing me the privilega of rapresenting vou in the WNC Senate. [ wish von and your farndly a blaszed Thanks-
ziving Heliday, and bope that thes boliday season will be a wonderfil time of fellowship aed thanks ziving for eack of vou.

County Manager

Urges Tax Paver: To Vote For The Article 46, Local Option Sales & Use Tax

This Movember ciizers across pur ooy will go to the polls to chopse e newt Fenerstion of leaders for Local, State. and Federal
sovermansrts. itchell Covmty voters will al:o be asked 1o decide bow best to fund ae addinonal smbulance for ERS mansport. This deci-
zion will corpe in the form of a referendirn for Article 44 local opnon Y cenr Sales and Tss max Armicls 46 Sales and Use tax 13 undgque
for locs]l govenmuants in IWeoath Caroling becansa if offers conntes a fimding smwean aliemanive o locs] propamy fax aed can be dadicated
1 fowed focally specific projects. Sales tax offers an incressed tax baze becanss it ncludas not :
onby Mitckell County residents but anyone vistting and msking purchases witon the county,

Foughly 103 of Worth Carolins connfies have voted m the Armcle 26 locs] option Sales and
Usa tax. Countes mn the wastern ragion of tMorth Carolins whe kave adopred Article 46 tax

- include: Ashe, Buncombe Cherokes, Havwood, Tackson, snd Wilkes. The distibuton method
Ok les Vias iz bazad on point of sale, meaning that dye tax L5 diswibweed back o the cownry v whach it was
collected. Article 46 tames are county ouly in that they are not shared with local mumicipal zov-
armuents. Grocenes and fusl purchazes are not mabject to Amicle 246 Salss and Use tax.

Amicla 46 local oprion Sales and Use tax if passed in MMirchell rezidends is projected to
saperate finds equivalent to 2 3 cant rise in the local property ta rate. If passed the Article 448
lowal option Sales and Use tan would balp to relisve budzat pressures to incresse propamy fax
1 mieat the funding needs of providing a 3od ambulance for EMS dansport. Last vear 285 mansports increased 6-5%; factors driving the
increased demand for semvice nchede: our aging population, growth i behavioral kealth crises, and lack of primary care sarvices. The im-
pact from imcressed demiand for service can result i reduced availability of snd'or increase m response tmes of EMS senvices especially
for rural areas of our coumny,

When vou go o te polls on Movember Sth [arze vou to vote FOR the %2 cent Sales & Use Tax mmcrease, which will pay for the cost of
A third ambulance for Micchell Counny

JOES & THE ECONDALY

“Twill fight for the economilc sequaity of all Worh Carplindans ™
Jobs and the ecomonry mst b2 prorty owe. Amencans should oo longer have to seitle
for the lackluster econouy thart has become the hallmark of the Obama vears. We can
and must reiEnite our econonyy o produce good-pavies jobs

While tha unemployment rate appears low, it hides the barsh math that many Amer-
cans are s discouraged about teetr job prospects that they've just given up leoking for
work. And those Americans who de have jobs are fmstrated o watch their paychecks
stav the smme whils thedr cost of Iving contivees to 2o ap.

Cipe ares of the fadly udsat dese Morth Carelivians are really feeling tha pinch is healtheare. Under Obamacare, Morth Carolineans have seen their premnans and -
of-pecket costs skyrocker. This has been ona more prnch to the pockatbaok for working familiss who are already strugzling to gar by in this econarmy.

W cannot afford to wait sny lenger We need o tum our econmuny arcand aed create jobs, and thar means taking acooan in four impoertsnt areas.

First, we mast refonm the fedarz] income tax syvstem Ohar ourent tax svstem is unfar, punishes the middle class, aepd 1= overly complex for both families and employvers.
In crder to junpstat growd, we need to rafomm the federal tax code o elitminate loopholes that benefit special interests and lower the tax burden for everyone.

Second, we nead o make it easier — not harder — in Arnerics to stam & business apd to bire apd keep workers. That means reining in the excessive Obama regalatory
mandates tar are chokine off cur econonyy and killing jols with legher cpsts and red apa.

Third, we need o ensure employers have an educared. competitve workforce Som which vo draw talent, and that means having bener schools and career devalopmen:
oppormuites 2t all levels.

And finally, we need 1o enforce our famr made laws. When a covnoy engages 1 an nofair wade pracice — like currency mampulanon or illagal dunping — and canses
hanm to our ecopcmy, we nesd to respond swifily and direcdy. And before the Tlited States agrees to enter into a wade agresment, we nmist first make sure that it's a good
deal for American workers, businessas, and connmuers. When 3 oade deal is 3 raw deal for Worth Carolina, ke the Traps-Pacific Parmership [TEF), [ will oppose it

As we saw after the Great Depression, Americans ars smong, resilient and hardworking. We nsed to 2ot govermment out of the way so thar Americans can bring jobs back
from overseas and make our country the standard-besrer of free enterprize and ingenmty onoe AZam.

Iy Plan to Get the Ecopomy Back on Track and Create Jobs:

= Fefonu the tax code so that it's fairer, simpler, and less burdanzome for everyone.

* Elirninzte corporae handonss and spectal interest tax breaks.

= L red tape aod job-killmz mandsies so that bosinesses can grow.

» Ilzke it easier wo stam 2 business by reducing regulatons.

* Hold bureancrats accountzble for barassing job craators,

* Support fzir made and pamesh those who refuse o play by the males.

* [ovestng in education and caresr raining programs for 2 more educated workforcs,

» Blzke child care and colleze more affordable for working fanulies

* Support the zrowth of careers. not just jobs.
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The 2 nd Annual Walk A Mile In Her

Shoes for Mitchell County SafePlace -
A Note to Clint Pollard

By Beth Davis
Afichell Couniy

Clint youn would have been so proud. It was almost as
though everyone walked a proverbial exmoa mile to help
Mirchell Connty SafePlace raise as much money as last
year. Like wou and Dan Barmron did, Mitchell County Com-
mizsioner Chair Matthew “Vem™ Grindstaff and IC State Fepresentative Josh
Drobson squared off to win the coveted Clint Pollard Fed Pump Passion Award.
And like you and Dan, it was almost too close to call.... at Vern just barely
sqnesked out the win Many sef personal goals to raise 5500 or 31,000, Each of
them surpassed their goals, and largely because of your contagions passion for it,
Mirchell County SafePlace raised 517,488.80! And we're stll getting money in!

Your absence was palpable. but so was your presence. Dian Barron wore one of
vour obld Clemson t-shints when e walked. Doug Croshby was the very first to sign
np for Walk A Mile In Her Shoes, choking up as he told me he was, “one, walking
for Clint snd two, walking for Safellace ™ Even though we missed you ternbly,
Clint Walk A Mils In Her Shoes for Mitchell Connty SafePlace was a fabulous
event Just ask anyons.

Mitchall County SgfePilace Execu-
e Director Connie Sedbarry

- From the Botfom gf my heart T
thank those who came out fo sup-
part Falk a Mile in Her Shogs, in
memory qf Clint Pollard. Siur-
vivaers gf domestic vielence and
sexiaal azsawit will be empowerad
by your generosity. SqfeFPlace is

honored 1o Serve our ComMLHITY Miutchell County SqfePlace Board of

alongzide our Sherifl, Donald Directors Chair Dan Barron - As Chair
Smrect, our Police Chigf, Billy gf the SgePlace Board, I thank everyone
Summeriim, Aszistant Chigfgfour  who participated in this event, especiaily
Spruce Pine Firg Departmmi, our fun fimdraizers, Fern and Joch They
Mike Clougherty, our elected af- represent repTeEsentatives wite engage i

JSicialz, Rep. Josh Dobson, County
Commissioner Farn Grindziglf,
Judee Becca Eggers, Mayor Darla
Harding and the many cifizens,
businerzes and churches who

the communify for the commenniny. Alse,
someday, I hope our abused women and
children and men will not have o depend
on thiz kind of monay raising event, but
imstead gather in calebration gf the carimg
cortributed money, time, food and  services that SqfePlace offers and wnite fo
prayers! Iam especially grate- halp siop domestic and child violence all
Al for the support of Eay Pollard  together

who confinues to provide tha

“wing baneath owr wings " with

her love.

KR Joan's

Precision Auto Body

1385 Rutherford Road {828,

laric

Mirchell County Corvmrissionar Chair
Farn Grimdstgff- It waz a pleasure fo
fake part in WAM agam this vear It
rare that one et the chance to make a
difference in something so important and
so cloze to home. Mitchell County Sqfe
FPlace has a greal impact In the Ihves gf
waman, children, men and their pets.

My heart waz moved and T was kumbiad
as I walked amonrg 50 many mah who
genuinefy love and care for those who
are JtrugEiing fo rebuild their Iivas.
Thank vou Sqfe Place for allowing me

fo be a part gf something o much larger
tham me! (With Disirict Judge Rebecca
Epparz-Gryder and NC Representative
Jozh Dobson. )

Spruce Pine Fire and Rezcue Aszistant
Fire Chigf Mike Cloughardy - I'was vary
encouraged &y the furmout af ik 4 Mile.
Raising over 517,000 will certainly help
SgfePlace help ofhers, as granis and o
img are always hard fo gef. Thate flovds
will help so many local fimwilies. T hope fo
sSer morg and mone peaple walking and ai-
fending this wonderfid funcion each year
It5 ahiays gread fo se@ this commmunily

o
L L
C—

Dhuie Crozhy - “T am not sure how

fo dazcribe my experience baing able
o participare i the “Walk a Wile

in Hor Shoez ™ bengfit this year e
laughed a lot, cried rome because of
how our faer felt and rememberad our
Jriend who was such an integral pavt
g thiz event last year But more than
amytking @lse we bronght awareness
fo domreztic violence that should never
fe ignored. I kave been Blessed im my
{ife andd I pray that through our gfforis
o Getaber 15th that others will find
the help thay need. ' (Tith Kay Pol-
Jard |

Mitchell Coumty Sherff Donald Streat
- It iz iy hope that with education
and qvents ke “Walk A Mile In Her
Shoes it will show that the public
will ot folerate domesiic violence.
I'm wery proud of our depuiies and
st and Spruce Pine Police Chigf
Bill Sumraeriin, for being a part gf
thiz fmportant event (TWith members
qf the Mitchell Couniy Sheriff 5 OF

come fogether to support each other and  fice )

thoze lexs forfunate.

Bath Danis i3 the Resource Devalopment Coordinator af Mitchell Comty Safe-
FPiace. She can be reached ar 828-783-4015 ar bethbdmisGiagmail.com
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McDowell X Tech

Learning for Life

54 College Drive, Marion, NC (828)-652-6021 www.mcdowelltech.edu
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417 N Main St Suite 2, Marion, NC (Next to Tractor Supply)
New and Gently Used
Furniture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Materials

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation
All Donations Help Support Hospice of McDowell County

; Now providing . .
Q—Ius ice ,, Safe Harbor
of M-:Dmvd |

Home is Where the Heart is ’ ?%fmﬁm&ﬁ

When to consider Safe Hal'lml' Palliative Care:
* If you or someene youl know i living with a serious illness

+ Yiou want care that i3 avadable at home

* You need additional support for managing symiptoms

What can Palliative Care do for you?

* Provide additional suppart during a struggle with serious lliness
+ Asslit with making referrals to other community resouroe:

+ Collaborate with your team of medical spedalists

828-659-7068

www.homcnc.org

- _1% BELGARD m

o Dl el W &) EF 1

The Belgard line of pavers, retaining wall and outdoor living
products are available at your local Belgard Dealer Summit
Building Supply. Visit w .1-.5ur'nr|‘izlc:lu Idingsuppl i

link to Belgard for ideas to help on your outdoo

LOCATED AT:
252 Possum Trot Road
Burnsville, NC 28714
(828) 682-9841

BUILDING SUPPLY

828-682-9841
wiww.sununitbuildingsupply.com

Stocking Dealer with Boom Truck

Altapass Baptist Church
Dr. Ron Baity in Spruce Pine

By Marcus Benfield
Mitchell County

Hello everyone,

L=t me begin this aricle by szving a Big Hearifelt Thank
Yo o all the Pasiors who moved their semaces 1o join s at
The Tri-County Baptist Tsbemacke on October 19th This
meeting was 3 great success. We had a packed bouse and D
Baity did an awesome job with the meszage fiom The Word
of (od. It was a great blessing to have all the Pastors joined
me on the platform to Pray for our County, State. and Wation. It does our Church
folk pood to see ws as thedr leaders work and pray together. To God be the Glory!

For 51l those who could not arend, I wonld lke to list the highlizhis of Dr Bartty's
message. He read friom IT Kings 23 and preached about what yvoung Eing Tosiah
did to bring the people back o God First of all be read in their hesring the Word of
God MMy bow we need 1o get back to the Word of God being our Standard in these
last days. Secondly he made a covenant to keep God’s Commandments. Thirdly he
goit rid of all the idols of the people. Fonrthly he tore down the bowses of the sod-
onxites. Fifthly be stopped the sacnfice of innocent babies o false gods. Lastly he
removed the borse stables from the temple because the horses were used to worship
the aun zod.

May we
see the sreat
sismificancs of
|| these verses
a5 we live our
lives today? We
| rarainty need
soumd Bihle

Packed crowd at Tri County Tabernacle land. God give
s some Men

who will preach the Word without fear or compromize. We need to do our best

to keep all of our Lord’s commands to the best of our ability even when it mesms

changze on our part. We as God's people need to be sure we don't have idols m our

Lives that stand between us and God. We also need to take a Biblical approach to

dealing with the issne ut’sm:lm:uj'whmh:ls hecnmgmmmﬂmumpmmlaﬂm

Paztors who came to front o preay
desperataly we need o get od of our own litle gods and fall m Love Again with te
Lord Jesns Christ?

I would fike to Challenze every Pastor to Preach om Biblical issues of Morality
and the sanctity of lumsm life with Bold-
ness befween now and the Election and
challenze your people to get ot and vote
for Godly Principles to be restored fo our
State and our Manon. Our Children and
our Grand children deserve it Char Mation
iz at 2 Seripus Cross Foads and we need
the voice of the People of God to Prevail
Pleaze Christian friends don’t =it this one
out! Exery woice is nesded in this critical
hour! Bay we uly seek the face of God
& a5 we make our choices this election? The
wery future of our fadeo-Christian Valnes
depends omn it.

Thank you for reading snd may God
Richly Bless each of you! In His Easy
Yoke

Dr: Bemfieid is the Sevior Pastor gff Altapass Baptisd Church in Spruce Pine. He

Jormarly pastoned i Alexvemder Coungy, NC for 20 years before coming to Alta-
pass in Octobe 2011,

STEEL TRUSSES

Pole Barns, Carports & Garages
SALES & INSTALLATION

828-413-4201

416 E. Fleming Dr. = Morgaaton, HC 28655 = e strondsbuildingsapply com
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Berry Chapel Baptist, Church

A Guy Named Eddie
Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell County

Howdy Folks,

Wall here we are entering Movember, Thankssiving. A tms
io be thanlkful and count your many bleszings that God has
given each and every one of us. I would like to share with yon a
Tme Story I read, in 3 book called “The Eye of The Swomm™. Yoo
may have heard this stery befors but it wordth another look. It
really opened my eves on why we shonld all be THAMEFUL.

There was a gy named Eddie, the story startad. It happeas every Frday evening,
almost without fxl, when the sun resembles 3 giant orange and is startme to dip into
the bloe ocean. 01d Ed comes sirolling along the beach to his fasvorte pier. Chitched
in his bony hand is a bucket of shrimp.

Ed walks ont to the end of the pier, where it seems be almost has the world to
himself The glow of the sun is 3 golden bronre now. Everybody's zone. except for
a few jogmars on the beach. Stamding out on the end of the pier. Ed is alone with his
thoughts. . and his bucket of shrimp.

Before lonz. however, he iz no lonzer alone. Up in the sky a thousand white dots
come scresching and squawking winging their way toward that Lamky frames stand-
ing there on tee end of the pier. Before long, dozens of seagulls have enveloped him,
thelr wings flutering and fapping wildly.

Ed stands there tossing shrimp to the umery birds. As he does, if you listen
closely, you can bear him say with a smile, Thank you. Thank you.'

In a few short minutes the buckes is empty. But Ed doesa’t leave. He stands
there lost in thought, as thongh ransported to apother e and place. Imvanably,
one of the pulls lands on his sea-bleached weather-besten hat - an old military hat
he's been wearing for vears. When he finally nuoms arpund and begins o walk back
toward the beach, a few of the birds hop slonz the pier with him until he gets to the
stairs, and then they, too, fiy away, and old Ed quietly makes his way dowm to the
end of the beach and on home.

If wou wers sitting there on the pier with your fishing line in the water, Ed might
seemn like "a fommy old duck " as poy
dad wsed to say. Or, 'a guy that's a
sandwich shy of 2 picmic,' 25 my kids
miight s2y. To oobookers, he's just
another old codger, lost in his oam
& bucket full of shrinp.

To the onlooker, ritnals can look
either wery sirange or very smpiy.
They can seem alingether tminpori-
ant . maybe even z lot of nonsense. H
014 folks often do strange things, st
least in the eyves of Boomers and Busters. Most of them would probably write O1d
Ed off, down thete in Florida.

Theat's too bad. They'd do well to know him better Fis foll name- Eddie Ficken-
backer. He was a famons heso back in World War I On one of his fiying missions
across the Pacific, be and his seven-member crew went down. Miraculonsly, all of
the men survived, crawled out of their plane, and climbed into a Life rafi. Captain
Rickenbacker and his crew floated for days on the rough waters of the Pacific. They
fouzhi the sun. They fonght sharks. Most of all, they fought bunzer By the eighth
dary their rations ran out. ®Mo food. Mo water. They were hundreds of miles from land
and no one knew where they were. They needed a miracls.

Thest afternoon they had 3 simple devotional service snd prayed for 4 mitacls.
They tried to nap_ Eddie leanad back and pulled his militsry cap over his nosa. Thine
dragged. All be could bear was the slap of the waves against the raft.

Suddenly, Eddie felt something land on the top of his cap. It was a seagull! Old
Ed would later describe how he sat perfecitly stll, plaoning his next move. With a
fiash of his hand and a squewd from the goll, he managed to grab it and wring its
neck. He tore the feathers off, and be and his starving crew made a meal - a8 very
stight meal for eight men - of it. Then they nsed the intestines for bait. With it, they
caught fish, which gave them food and more bait._...and the cycle contivued.

With that simple survival technigue, they were able to endure the rgors of the
se:s mniil they were fommd and resoned. (afier 24 days at sea )

Eddie Rickenbarker lived many years beyond that ordeal but he never forgot
the sacrifice of that firet lifesaving seagull. And he never stopped saying, "Thank
you!' That's winy slmost every Friday night he would walk to the end of the pier with
2 bucket full of shrimp and 3 heart full of zratmde.

As a child of God there are many times I take for granted the great sacnfice that
(od has made for me and o have and experience His Salvation. Mamy times T fail
io give Him the Thanks and the Homer He Deserves. I wounld just like to share with
all of yvou who read this article just how Thankful I am for Fesns Christ Saving niy
smful soul from hell. THANEK YOU LORD JESUS!

Words of Wisdom
= I can't chanpe the directon of the wind, bt I can adjust moy sails to always reach
oy destination. Jivmy Dean

= There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, "Thy will be done.' and thosze
to whom God says, "All nght then hewe it your way” C 5 Lawis
= Crod has given us two hands, one o receive with and the other 1o give with, Bailly
Graham
= When wealth is lost, nothing is lost, when health is lost, something is lost; when
character is lost, all is lost. Billy Grahumm
= Courage is contagions. When 3 brave man takes a stand, the spines of others ara
often stiffened. Billy Graham

Steve Williams is the Paztor gf Barry Chape! Baptizt Church in Spruce Ping.
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SPRUCE PINE TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186 * Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

HOURS: 7-5 Mon-Fri
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e Brolicr That Gete Besoclts

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
ACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

FQUAL HOUESHE
QFPOATUNITY

-v-."'!"

South of 1-40 |
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |
Marion, NC 28752 | =

Dennrs J, Whitson, 1599 Realtor ol the Year

Broker |

(828) 738-3540

v YWhilzonReallvocom | odennisw @0 WhitsonHealty.com

www. bremews . com
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 brother of Cam (Gen 4:2)

5 sold your people for a pat-
tance, gaming nothmg from
thewr  (Ps44:12)

0 the father of Abram, Nahor
and Haran (Gen 11:26)

14  them farewell saying,
I moust by all means keep this
feast (Acts 18:21) KIV

15 Thy servant slew both the
___ and the bear (1 Sam
17:36)

16 our enemes heard that we
were  of their plot (Neh
4:15)

17 a Levate who lived n a
remote  in the hill comntry
(fudg 19:1)

18Isee  of an almond
tree (1.3) (Jer 1:11)

19 we told him according to the
___ of these words (Gen 43:7)
EIV

20Heis able to deal  with
those who are ignorant (Heb
5:2)

22Go,  alookout and have
him report what he sees (Isa
21:6)

24 Reuben and the children of
___ called the altar Ed (Josh
223KV

25 As for all the hulls once
cultivated by the  (Tsanah
71:25)

26 whenthey  asthe
wounded in the streets of the
city (Lam 2:12) KIV

28 But we know that when he
. we shall be like him (1
John 3:2)

32 Deliver thyselfasa
from the hand of the humter
(Prov 6:5) KIV

34 the fame therecfwas ~ m
Pharach's house (Gen 45:16)
35 how will anyone know what
____ 15 bemg plaved (1 Cor
14:7)

38 The pnce for has release 15
tobebasedonthe  paidioa
hired man (Lev 25:50)

41 a very long period of time
42 one body, and  together
in the promise m Christ Jesus
(Eph 3:6)

45 fora___ and for a snare to
the mhabitants of Jerusalem
(Isa 8:14) KTV

46 the magicians med to pro-
duce gnats by their secret
(Ex 3:18)

48 Observe the month of
and celebrate the Passover
(Deut 16:1)

49 umits, parts,

51That which groweth of
own accord (Lev 23:3)

53 three thousand and six hun-
dredto __ them (2 Chron 2:2)

EIV

55 The husband should fulfill s~
duty to his wife (1 Cor 7-3)

59 They shall still bring forth fruit m
old  (Ps92:14)

60 to cry (Gen 21:16)

61 off the coast of Cilicia and Pam-
phyha, we landed at  m Lycia
(Acts 27:3)

62 All the birds of the air  m its
boughs (Ezek 31:6)

66 beans, and lentiles, and parched
{2 Sam 17T28) KTV

62 Ahabsonof  became king of
Israel (1 Eings 16:29)

70 Theywill  on wings hike
eagles (Tsa 40:31)

71 the fumace heated seven times
hotter than  (Dan 3:19)

72 Then they  m Ius face and
struck him with their fists (Matt
26:67)

73 Salvation 1s foomd mno ome |
for there 15 no other name (Acts
412

74 The LOED hears the (Ps
60:33)

75 zent me from Kadesh-bamea to
__out the land (Josh 14:7) KJV

76 to kill (Ps 78:34)

DOWN

1 eameth wages toputitinto
_ with holes. (1,3) (Hag 1:6)
KV

2 he tore the hon apart withlus
hands (Judg 14:12)

3 The first home of Adam

4 a garment of hair and witha
belt around his waist (2 Eings 1:8)
5 The sword 15 made ready for the
hand of the  (Ezek 21:11)

6 Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes
and birds of the  have nests (Matt
8:20)

7 they made fifty  along the edge

of the end curtam m one set (Exod
L8 )

8 for God didnot ___ her with wis-
dom (Job 39:17)

Qorput marks on yourselves
(Lev 19:28)

10 What 15 the meaming of these
sevenn  lambs (Gen 21:29)

11 letimg vour cattle and donkeys
__ free (Isa 32:20)
12whomade  in the depths
of the sea (1.4) (Isa 51:10)
13Alarge of pigs was feedmg
on the nearby (Mark 5:11-12)

21 boys stagger under  of wood
(Lam 5:13)

230fhowmmch  punishment
suppose ye (Heb 10:29) KTV

27 Abner the somof | Saul's
uncle (1 Sam 14:50)

28 becanse he was lockmg _ tolns
reward (Heb 11:26)

29 Israel joined m worshiping the
Baalof  (Num 253:3)

30 Like a woman m childbirth, I cry
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out, [gaspand  (Isa42:14)
31 When he prophesies, s own
parents will  him (Zech 13:3)
33the  forest has been cut
down (Zech 11:2)

36 See, the LORD has chosen
Bezalelsonof  (Ex.35:30)
37 Bel bows down,  stoops
low; their idols (Tsa 46:1)

30 mystery that has been kept
hidden for ~ and generations
( Col 1:26)

40"The  has come." he said
"The kingdom of God 15 near
(Mark 1:13)

43 donotbe in your heart to
utter anything before God (Eccl
5:2)

44 The city was kept under

___ unti] the eleventh year
(I Ki25:2)

47 The woman said to him, " |
give me this water (John 4:15)
50 like royal tapestry; the

kmg is held captive by its
{Song 7-3)

52 Giving an apt reply and how
goodisa  word (Prov
15:23)

b EWORDGAMES COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

54 13 gnevous unto me: for all
15 and vexation of spmt
(Eccl2:17T) KJV

55 the weasel and the |
and the tortoise after ns kind
(Lev 11:29)
56Fasten ~ cordtoit
(1.4) (Ex 28:3T)

57they  and

before the LORD (1 Sam 1:19)
358 The wise, however, took
o1l in jars along with their
(Matt 25:4)

60 Every skilled woman
with her hands (Ex.35:25)

63 1t shall not be lawful to
mpose . tnbute upon them
(Ezra T-M4) KIV

64 will Irve m safety and be

at __ , without fear of harm
(Prov 1:33)

65 reached for s sword, it
out and struck the servant (Matt
26:51)

67 vnhappy

69 or they will tear me hike a
honand  me to pieces (Ps
T2

Solution on page 14

www. brenews.com
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By Allen Buchsman
Mizchell County

Dioes your charch take the time to expenence worship? Is
your congregaton reverent? Do your members respect this
tme? Personally, I love the mwusic that's played during the
ofertory, but all too often people are way too nodsy. To awedd
distractions, I chose my eves and whisper the byrics of the B
by theat is being plaved. Otherwise, I pray. There are mmes
that I cannot awpid being part of the problem and I find myself
missing a blessing,

Barhara Harrell of the Blne Ridee Christian Mews stated their newspaper serves
1200 Churches, 17 000 copies reach an estmated 50-60 thousamd readers per
month I wonder how many people from 1,300 churches experience a visit from the
Holy Spirit during each worship service?

Webster's Dictionary defines worship as “Teverence offered to 2 divine being or
supermataral power; so act of expressing snch reverence; a form of religions pracdce
with its creed and rimal ™

As 3 child I was taxght to be on ooy best behavior af church. IF T mishehaved,

I was disciplined The longer I atend chnrch, the more T understand this time set
azide each wesk is extremely important in my walk with Jesus. Two and a3 half hours
each Sunday mommg doesn’t seem times enomgh fo worship.

Mot only is worship punsic and preaching it mvolves piving both of our time and
momey. Cmee yvou leavs the chnorch budldine please don't lesve worshipping behind,
take i with yom. Every part of your Christian life should begin with #1: Worship.

Lat's tike 3 moment to look inte Grod's word and see what He has to s3y about
worship: First and foremost, worship is due God and God alone.

Worship is to be expressed by God's people: Buf y@ are @ chozen generation, a
royal priesthood, @ koly nation, a peculiar people; that ye chould shew forth the
praises qf kim who kath called you out gf dariness into his marvellous gkt 1 Pater
2R

We're to acknowledze His greamess, boliness, concern and deeds: & comae, let
uz sing unte the LORD: Ter us make a_joyfid noize fo the rock of ouwr sahvation. Let
uz comre Igfbne Fis presence with thankzgrvmge, and make a joyfill! noise unte kim
with psaimz. For the LORD is a great God, and a great Eme above all pods. Praim
R5:1-3

Letns worship God in praizse through music, prayer, thanksgiving. aderation,
Joy, tust, awe, reverence and wholeheamedness. By kim thargfore Iet s gffer the
sacrifice af prae o God confimudily, thar iz, the frut of owr Kps gning thanks fo
his name. Hebrews 13:15

Muake a joyfid noise wnte the LORD all ye lands. Praim 1002

And now, Irael, what doth the LORD thy God requing gf thee, but o fear the
LORD thy God, 1o waik in all his ways, and &o love i, and 1o serve the LORD thy
Grod with ail thy heart and with all thy 2o, Deuterononyy 10012

I like what Dir. Diavid Teremiah says about worship: Before we can say anvihing
shout worship, we mnst come to grips with this idea of wonder. Por worship, can
never be the sole work of the rattions] mind In the presence of Almighty God, as
the Apostle Tohn discovered the sense of wonder comes natorally and leaves us
changed. But without the capability of awe, where we stand at the edge of ourselves

When I get the chance fo ake a drive on the partkway and pall off at one of the
lookowtz, I enjoy siting soll and scaking in God and His creation. In this quies time,
I worship Hm by offering my gratitude for the sacrifice of His son, Jesns. I also
thank God for everything He's provided. To me, this is warship.

Allem Bucharan is a frealance Christion writer dilen attends Bear Creek Baprisi
church.

Did you know?
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Rejoicing and Thanksgiving!
By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke County

Isn't it amazing how some people possess such
remarkable inner srensth”™ Have yvou ever wondersd
to deal with adversity?  Hawe youn ever consid-
ered what made Enssian Mobel Peace Prize winmer
Aleksandr Solrheritsyn find such fraedom, even '\
in the horrible circumstances of a Russian prison? 20
What made Victor Frank] surive thres yesrs in 2 concentration ¢amp where the
sverage life expectancy was 20 days? How did Coarie ten Boom come ot of the
Pavensbrock prison camp unscathed? The answer lies n one word: “Gratmde.™
Solzhenitsyn. Frankl and ren Boom sl developed the spint of thankfoiness for what
they kad They thanked God for every bresth, for every day of Life, for the smile of
= mmmeste, for every cup of water, for every morsel of food. This attitude of grat-
mde lified them sbowe their dismal surronndings. It took them to another kevel.

5o how do we develop this “attiiede of grafiude™? If's one thing to observe oth-
erg who hawe it It's quite another to have it oursebees.

Lat’s go back 2000 years to 2 Fioman prisom. Here we find a prizoner named
Panl who not only survived in 3 surmounding of dark misery, bot thrived What was
his secret to dealing with the enormons stress of his own life?

Reading the letier to the Philippians, permed in 3 dark, damp. Foman dimeecn,
we're mmediately smazed. The apostle is not resentfl; be's grateful. He's not
complaiming; he's rejoicing. He's discovered joy m the nidst of lfe’s adversities.

Panl writes, “Trgioice, yas, and will rgiodce ™ (Phal. 1-18). “Tam glad and rgioice
with you all ™ (Phal. 2:17). “Rgfoice in the Lord alwayz. dgawm, Iwill zay, rgoice™
(Phil. 4:4). "But I ngjoiced in the Lord grearly ™ (verse 100,

This certamly doesn’t sound like 3 man who is in prison! It sounds like some-
body who's enjoyving his life to the fullest. Tt doesn’t sound like somepne separated
fromn his family and fiends. bt someons sumounded by love, It doesn’t sound
like someane who's experienced one of life's grestest tragedies: it sound like 3 man
who's cermin of mmmph.

The aposile Paul tapped inte a source of spiritual power far zreater than himself
He was able to rejoice becanse be discoversd the Source of all joy. He was at peace
becanse be discoverad and found the Cme who is the source of all thanksgiving. In
Christ, we can be thankfn] today, tomorroer and forewer. . oo matter the cinoum-
stances! Lot ur come bgfome Hiz prezemnce with thankrenving, Fo. 85:2

Pastar Rick and Cindy Mercer pastor the Morganton Seventh-dqy dcheennizt
Chunch ar 2187 Jamestown Road, Morganton. Thay can be reached ar 870-820-
3540 or gimercerig)itds nel. Check out www.morgantonsda.org. Their passion is fo
share the love gf Jazus with all who will Tizten.

Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

worw bicnews. com
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Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

LOCATED ON HwY. 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed

We have a huge variety of items including,

Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,

bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection ~Great Prices “Great Cause

‘Hospice and Palliative
bl Care of the lue ‘Ridge, e,
Formerly Wonpice of Wichell
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Stirring and awakening my soul

By Een and Jan Merop
Avery Counily

Some time ago, I wrote a poem that now fits our pres-
ent sifeation 5o beantifinlly.

When the world arownd me sleaps and my
heart within me speaks,

Ttk the Lord who I stirring in my soul.

Hiz handhwark I ee in a naw down b maiazty

For the Lord is alweays sivring i wy soul.

My voice It zongs of praize and it will for all sy days
For the Lord is always sifrring in my soul.

Mz will fo e makes Enown as my ail = Hiz alone
Thank You, Lord, for stirring in my soul,

At the time. I was longing to write. And Grod gave me these verses and coofimed
in my spirit that my longme was of him

As you read this. we are now Iiving in Worth Carcling At a Later time. I wrill de-
scribe our new suroundings. But for now, let me shars what God gave me a couple
of monthe azo that prompéed me 1o remember this poem

I had been remembering a prayer I had prayed about three years ago. 1'd been
restless, tmoertain of why since [ wasn't discomtent. However, I felt a yearning I
couldn’t describe and praved. “Lord, I want to wake up each day Knowing who I
am what I do and where I do it consissently.”

I had no clne what nrv words meant. .. unfl a few weeks later when the Lord
imroduced Een and me to The Crossnore School n Crossnore, Morth Caroline. He
opened our eyes and hearts Heshing owt that praver. Crossnore is also an orphan-
ame to children ages 1 -21...3 sancmary of bope and healing God had capnred our
hearts for children long before. Here our wolonteering would be foonsed.

Snddenty. that prayer and poem held hands. . swakenmg a profoumd troth to me.

The Hoty Spirit had stimred my soul with that baffling praver. Now I saw that the
Holy Spirit had caused the restless stiming and the words of the prayer

As God's Word says in Fomeans 826 NLT. . “dnd the Hofy Soirir belps ws in onr
wdkess ... we dan | know what God wants us fo pray for But the Haoly Spirit prays
Jor w with groamings that canmot e expressed i wonds, ™

I hadn't been sble to articulate this yesming in my spirat. But God's Spint koew
and prayed “imn hammomy with God's own wall."™

Foomans B:28 declares that the Lord will work all tungs together for our zood
when we love him and are called according to his purposs,

Be sensitive to his stimings and swakenings. Selah

A shadow af things fo come

Lizten clozely and you 1l hear the laughiar of playing childnen
Look and sae their @yes sparkiing ar they sing thetr jogfiad
SOHES.

Though sommwhat in the shadoes now,
the awakening realily is coming...

Jor they are the sowunds qf the Eingdom.

Jesus sard, Ler the fiftle children come fo me,

and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaver. ™

ilﬂ
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Partnership For Children
Blue Cross Blue Shield NC Foundation

By Futhie Styles
Avery Counly

A bop, skip, jump and a swing . just 3 few of the things
children who attend Little Faces Child Care enjoy most aboat
the playeround aress recently improved by the oamer Elvie
Shepherd Improvements to the playground inchade fencing play
areas with separate enrances from the center for each age group, kighlishing the
nataral elements in the play area and repaining drainape problems that made pars of
the playeround nnnsable becanse of safefy issnes. These mprovements were made
poszible throngh 3 Blue Crozs Blue Shield of Morth Caroling Foundation grant,
after intensive plammine for the owtdoor space was complated throngh the Shapes MNC
Imitiative.

The Blue Cross Bloe Shield WC Foundstion and the ®Morth Carelins Parmership
for Children (WCPC) joined tozether to create an initistive called Shape BC. Tha
Shape WC inifistive is & response to the alamming mombers about childhood obesity,
The childhood obesity rate mipled nadonally in one geperation smd Morth Caroling
has the Tth hishest rate of chilihood obesity for imderprivileped children ages 2
fo 5 years old, in the nation. Most childhood obesity prevention programs target
school-age chikdren tat Shape NC targets children ages birth to five. Extensive re-
search indicates that what happens in a child’s early years (First 2000 Days) sets the
foundatiom for all the vesrs that follow. Children who participate in a high-quality
early leaming program that helps mstill healthy behaviors early on are mare Likely
to have bess chronic disesse and be healthier adunlts.

Lintle Faces Child Care, located ar 201 Banner Creek Boad, Banner Elk, KC 1=
2 Modal Early Leaming Center in Avery Coumty. To be designated a MMode] Early
Leaming Centar the director, Elvie Shepherd worked with Shape 1C staff and the
Blue Fidee Parmership for Children Techmical Assistance Specialist, himd Mes o
develop and mplement environmenis, praciices snd policies that enconrage young
children to be healtry. As a result of this MELC designatnon, BEPFC selected Litile
Faces as the recipient of a playzround improvement grant they had received from
BCESHC Foundstion

When asked sbout the BCBSMNC Foundation grant and what it has meant to her
child care center Elvie said “The kids love to clinh on the tree and the teachers love
beingz shle to take the kids outside. The kids gof so bored with the plastic tovs nxt
they don't zet bored with the natorsl stoff. They num their tmeks down the rocks and
they love to play school siting on the rocks. I love the natural leaming enviromment
beter, ] wasn't sure I woukd, buat I do. "We hope to continne ilding on the concept
and incorporate more natiral elements info our other playground areas™

For more information about Litte Faces Child Care please contact Ehvie Shep-
herd ar 828 898 2151 and for more information oo Shape WO go to hitpfamm,
smartstart.org'shape-no-home! or call 828 7332899,

Rurhie Styles s Communily Development Manager for Bive Ridge Parinership for
Children seming Avery, Mitchal]l and Yancey Counties.

Neighborhood Revitalization Program
By Robin Warden
Fancay County

Habitat for Homanity*'s wision is 8 world where everyone
has a decent place o live. Hsbitar affiliates sesk o put God's
love info action by bringing people together to build homes,
comnmanities, and hope. Owr Mitchell-Yancey Habitat af-
filiate has worked to realize this vision by providing homes
for 25 families in our compmties since 1992 uilding one
home at aWW ome and altemating oor builds between Dditcheall
md Yanrey connfies. We now seek to serve more farmilies
throngh the crestion of a Meighborbood Fevimalization Prosram.

TWhat is Neizhborhood Fevitalizadon? It is maore than building new homes. It
is a miore kolistic communnity development process that recognizes housine as 3
major component to revitalize and create vibrant, safe and inviting places to Live for
current and fonoe residents. It imvolves udlding commanity coalitons that mclnde
residents, charches, schopls, financial insttatons, social semice agencies, and
Eovernmment, usiness, and civic groups coming together to SUpport 8 COMAMINTY's
vision of gquality of life and well being for it's ctizens.

Fecognizing that decent and safe honsing is a cotical pare of this vision, Habicat
affiliates aroumd the country are becoming pamn of MNeighborhood Fevitalization
comnmanity coalifions to belp tuild new homes, as well 3=, pressrve and rehabilitate
eisting homes, m:ipmnde crifical Ilcmzempm

Since 2010,
over 240 Habitat
sifiliates in the 175
DOW paMmiCipsie o
HNeighborhood Fewvi- FPRAes
talization Proprams. |
Thess affiliates noar
serve more than
0% of a1l families
served by Habitat in
the 5. More than
B0P% of these affili-

ateshm‘erqm’ted

pIove
comnninity development planning and mokbilizing nesded resources to Creste and

The Mitchell-Yancey Habitat for Humanity affiliate recognizes the housing chal-
lenzes in the counties we serve and seeks to help address these through te deval-
opment of a Weighborhood Fevitalization Program. For example, prior to 1900,
T of the homes wers built in Mitchell County and 7% In Yancey County. The
median age of housing is 37 years in Mitchell and 30 years in Yancey, While the
median home vahwe in Mitchell is $115 000 and $120,000 m Yancey, 0% and 44%
of resident’s amrmal incoroe is below $30,0000 respectively in these conmties {Sper-
lmg, 2014 Meighborhood Fevitalization Programs are intended to semve thesa
types of housebolds whoe may be econmmically dissdvantazed and unable to afford
to parchase homes of maintzin their existing homes.

Chir affiliate s oumendly sesking training, networking with comamnity parmers,
and seeking grant fimding oppommites to plan and belp inplement a Meighborhood
Pevitalization Program in our counties. We weloome your support as 8 coaumumity
member to help us in our effons.

Rolin Warden is the Public Relanons for Mitchell, Yancey Habitar for Humaniiy

Miller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

Erie
Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world”
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder

warw brenews.com
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Surviving the Holidays
By Carolyn Dotts
Mirchall County

Western Carelina Church is hosong the 4th annual
Griefihare: Surviving the Holidays special holiday
programy. The prozram presentaton begins with a banoguet
which is open 1o the conmnuniny. It will be held on Sao-
day, Movembar 12, 2016 at 600 PAI at Westam Carolma
Clorch in Sprce Fine. This saminar gives practical advice for dealing with grisf
and the holidavs. Plezze feal fres to bring farmily members and fHerds whe mwight
bepefit from this program.

With the holiday season fast approaching, vou are likely experdencing a jumble
of emotons that yow've vet to som out. Facing a holiday afier the death of a loved
aae can be more difficult than your friends and even family memnbers may realiza.
The video, discussion group aod devetonal marerial will balp yon wot only o sur-
vive the belidays, but to find soepgth, baaling aed wols o move forward in vour
daily walk through the desp pain of grief

Cim the videos, vou will mest Christan experts and othar peaple wha kave
experienced the dezth of a loved ons or avether lifs razedy. These people share
honestly about
* Being prepared for surpnsing emonons thar may hic over the holidays
» What to do about tradidons and odeer coming changes
» How o handle bolidsy pertiss and iovitanons
* How o sarvive potentially awkward momeants with other peopla
» Wheare to find cowfort, strensth and hope in 3 seemingly hopeless tme

In wonar discussicn group, you'll kave the chance o talk with others who kave
lost g Joved owe, discuss what you've learned on the video and ask quastions
shout any concerms vou have

There 15 no charge for this program, bur a reservaton for the pumber of persons
attending iz raquested. For more mformation and reservations, call Carolyn Diotts
at 828-T465-4633.

Carafyn Dotz makes her home in Ledger and it a teacher gf Excapriona! Children
ar Greanlee Promary School. She is a widew with rwo sons and five grandehildmen.
She 1 a member of Western Caroling Church m Spruce Pine.

Happy Thanksgiving

x %

Christian: Are You Sufficiently Informed

and Ready to Yote Intelligently?
By Dr: Mark Creach

We're less than 3 week foan the General Election cn
Wovember Bth Early voting has already started.

Thera are so many crifical issues at stake in this elec-
ton

Will the practice of aborten find new enerzy under
its freshly elecred leadershup, or will the desmuction of
the unbom be slowed, perhaps even stopped? Will the
instinrton of marriage, the alding bleck of our culmre, contwee its descent into
the abvss of polinical comarmess. or will our nation”s leaders start steering us back
to God's plaw of one man and ons weonan? Wil relizions Hherty be irreparsbly
imjured, even lost, or will it be sparad?

Thera are also many other issues to be considered: fedaral judges, national
defanse. temodsm, Domigration, poverty, law and onder, as well as our national
policy o relaton 1o [srael

Prepare to Vote Infellizently

Are you preparad to vore inellizentlyT As Deborah Dewart kas statad in ker
bock, Death of a Christian Maton, “Christans are best preparad o take action and
make a difference if they are informed *

"éLEcnoN*
2016

Roverend D Mark Creech is Evecutive Dimecior of the NC Chriztian Action
League. You may contact kim at revmarkereechdehrisianacionleague org or

| A19-FE7-0600

* X %

* X

Josh

DOBSON

NC House

“Standing up for rural conservative values.”

It is my honor to serve the 85th district.

Paid for by Josh Dobson for NC House

www. bronews. com
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Walking in the Spirit
By Marlene Houk
Burke Couniy

Tewal tones of brlliant oravge. sizzling red and
sparkling yellow light nov 1ife with the bagaoy of Fall.
The effect 15 breathiaking and the kaleidoscope of color
theminates CGod's creative zanins. This seazon shove
all, heckons me to walk throngh the rees who have
releaszed their golden ressues, padding oy path with an
gar-popping cmoch sud the crisp, smoky smell of Fall

Ambling through forest paths T dawdle 2t the maple wee with its cmoson and
satin gold leaves. They 're backlit with the splendor of the sun, and thair radiance
warmns oy soul The walk clears my nund, rejavenates my spirtt and preparas me
o renuan to wy 1ife, refreshed and renewad.

It follows namrally that the Grod, who creared us to cherish a simyple Aunanin
walk, would nse this word picnuoe when referring to the Holy Spint's work in us
ay Chrstian:. As Dr. Gary Smalley and Dr Joln Trent, repown Christian psychol-
ogists, state in their book, The Lansuage of Love, word pictures have af least 5
benafits: Mark Mearrill, oo his webstte, woow familvininnge com summarizes these
benafits as follows:

Here are the Five Reason: Why Word Pictares Worl::

1. Word Picnuoes Have Been Time-Tested by the World's Greatest Commmnuros-
tors. Smalley and Treat give examples of great speakers, such as Cicero, Bepjarmin
Franklin and Winston Churchill, wio have used word pionares i their commmni-
cafions with others. This i3 a time-tested method.

2. Word Picrures Grab and Dirsct Attention Stodies have shown thar word
premures encourage the brain o work faster and expend more energy than when we
Listew to regalar words, Word pictares force your spouse 1o get past the words and
focus on the mearmg behingd the story.

3. Werd Prcnures Bnvg Communication o Life. Word pictures "activate a per-
son's emattons, whech can lead to posinve changs

4. Word Picnures Lock Thoughes into Cur Memory. Studies have shown thar
people remmember things bemer when 3 word picrure is used

5. Whord Picnuoes Provide a Gateway to Intimacy. Using word pictares provides
a commion grovmd of commuurncation that bath spouses can use.
goo. 2l Tidxgc

In Galatans 5:146, the Bible savs,

“Thiz I zay then, Walk in the Sporit, and ve shall mor il the Tust of the flesh. ™
With one word, walk, the LOZED opans glorions panoramic vistas of undsrstand-
g abowut the benefits of walking dailv in a relagonship with Him. Just like the
spectacular hues of amber, red, and yallow drapins the gently rolling hills, walk-
g in the Spint also displays the splendor of God 83 we walk with Himy Ploysi-
cally walking it a powerfil renunder of the mawy wavs in which walkmeg in the
Spirit enriches our relationship with the LORD. Look at the list below for some of
the parallals betweaen the benefits of plyvsical walking and spidmal walking.

1. Tast as plysical walking bensfits our health, squippiug us for life. so, walk-
g in the Spint boosts owr spiriteal bealth, equipping us 0 kandle Lifs

2. Tast as phvsical walking clears the mind, allowing us fo refooas on the im-
pormant, 50, walking o the Spirit clears our spirimal mind, allowing ws to refocus
on the LOBRD. [ Perer 1013, 1 Perer 38, Phillipians 1:5

3. Just as phvsical walking keeps dizease at bay, 50, walking in the Spirit keeps
the devil at bay, Jamas 407

4. Tust as phvsical walking mives us pleasure because our body iz cleansed and
working together. so, walking in the Spirit gives nus pleasurs becausa our body,
sonl, and spirit are cleansad and working together to God's glory. Poaim J8:11,
Ephesigns 2015, Ephesians 1°7

5. st as phvsical walking is even more pleasant with another, so, walking in
the Spirit is even more pleasant when we realize Tesus is walkimg with us and otk-
ers are helped as they walk with ws. 2 Corinshoans 14

Founding the bend in the path, T stare o astonishroent 3t the gigantc ee, shim-
mering in the sumlizh: with all the midescent colers of Fall, just wainng for me o
discover it T would never have feasted ary eves on its glorions magnificence had I
oot walked the path towards ir.

"How besuriful, when a whole free 15 like ppe grear scarlet fuin full of npe
juices, every leaf froan lowest limb to topmost spire, all aglow, especizlly if yvou
Look toward the sun! What more remarkabla object can there be in 3 lapdscapa? -
Hevry David Thorean

In the saroe way, walkme in the Spott empowars ws 1o lve o the light from the
slory of His pressnce, afire with His love, His power, and His personal attention
o ns!

Mariene Houk iz a resular contributor fo The Biue Ridge Chriztian Nz, She
amdd Sid, her huzband, atfend Mownt Howee Bapiizs Church,

Whe Do You Think Made All This?
by Jerrv Lewis
MeDowall County

When I look af your heavens, the work o vour finger:,
rhe mioon and the siars, which yvou have sef in placa,
what i3 wean fhat you ave mingild of hiim, and e son gf
mn that vou care for him? (Psahn 8:3-4 ESW

Yesterday I read these words from Bremnan Manming,
author of Pagamffin Gospel. T can't improve oo them.
Listen m_.

As they contarmplare the arder of the sarth the solar svstem, and the stellar und-
varse, scientsts and scholars have conchuded thar the Master Planner left nothuoeg
1o chance.

The slant of the earth. for examiple filted 2f an angle of 23 degrees. produces
our seasons. Soientists tall us that if the earth kad vot been tlted exactly as it is,
vapors from the oceans wonld move both north 2nd south, piling up continents of
ice
If the moon were only 30,000 miles away from eanh mstead of 200,000, the odes
muizhr e so enormaons that all connnenrs would be submerzed in watar-—even the
mounming would be erodad.

If the cmst of the earth had
baen only ten fest thicker,
there wounld be no oxvEen
and withons it all animal life
would die. Had the oceans
b=en a few feet deeper, carboa
dioxide and oxvgen would
have been absorbed and po
vegetzble life wonld exist.

The earth's weight has besn
estimated af sox sexfillion tons
(thar's a s with 21 zeros)
et it is perfectly balanced and s easily on it axis. Io revolees datly at the rate
of more than 1,000 mdles per hour or 25000 miles each day. Thes adds up to nine
millicn miles a vear. Considering the memendons weizght of six ssxdllion tons roll-
ing atf this fameastic speed aroumd ar fovisible axis held o place by unseen bands
of gravitadon, the words of Job 287 take oo nunparallelad significance: "He poised
the earth an nothingness.”

The earth revolves nits own orbit around the sun, making the long elliptcal
coowis of six bondred million nules each year—which means we are waveling in
orbif at 19 roiles per secoad or 1,120 miles per hour,

Coasider the sun. Every square yard of the sun's surface s emiming constanthy
an epergy Level of 130,000 borsepower (that is. approximacely 430 eighi-cviindar
auroinobile enginec), in #ames thar are being produced by an energy source much
more powerful than coal. Soll the sun 15 only one nuwer star in the 100 billion
orbs which comprize aur Milky Way galaxy. If vou were to hold out a dime at
amu's length the coin would block out 15 million stars from vour visw, if vour
aves conld 22 with that power

Yo wonder [saizh in the darkness of the night sky, saw the greamess of God:

Look at the night skies Who do you think made all this? Wha marches this
arm) gf siars out each sight, counts them gff, cails each by name - so magngficen:!
so powerfid! - and never overlooks g singie one? (Inaiah 40026, The Massage)

Jerry Lewis 15 Senior Pastor af Grace Commroiny Church m Marion.
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First 2000 Days Deemed Critical
toa Child's Development

By Gregory Stella
Tancay Cowmry

There are only 2 (00 days between the fime a3 baby is
bom and when he or she will begin kindergarten. During
that time  brain architectare is fonming, creating either 3
strong or wezk foundstion for all future leammimge. Your
child's development is a dynamic, Inferaciive process not
solely determined by genefics. In fact, the brain iz one of
the only organs not fully developsd at birh. Ower $0% of critical brain develop-
ment poours in the first five yvears of 3 child's life. While the cells are there, the
conmections between them or the wiring needed for those cells to work, is not.
These commections develop throngh their early experiences.

Every experience has the potential to form a new connection in &n infani’s brain
that will be peeded for future leamimg. For opimal development and a sirong
leaming and school experiences. With these in place, chuldren are ready for school
and can look forward to findshing and evenmally becoming productve citizens
amd valusble employees.

Here in Yancey County, we're proud to have Comoroanity Champions of the
First 2000 Days (worw frst2000days.org) and the Yancey Allisnce for Young
Children {YAY Children), both of which are partmerships of conmunity members
and early childhood service agencies (inclnding our schools) seeking fo desizn a
COmMnWnIty process that supports our youngest children.

As an inidstive of the Morth Caroling Early Childbood Poundation, the First
2000 Days is raising awareness sbowt how children’s earliest experiences have
& lasting impact on later leaming bealth, and success, and how addressing these
issues impacts our national security, safety, and economic well-being. YAY
Children is a conmmumity-supported, lepacy-buoilding initatve that will coprdinate
the systern of early childhood services so that children’s foundational years can

Yancey County's confinwed economic vitality depends on how we iovest today
for tomormrow. When we focns our attention and resources o the needs of young
children and their families, we create the best onfcomes in education, health, and
econonuc well-being for everyone here and in Worth Carclina. Today, public
iovestments in our young children come predominately from federal and state
govermments. However, tomms, cifies and counties across the nafon are serving
&5 hubs of immovation by using local revenne creatively o expand commnmmity
early leaming oppormnities, In our efforts to unify the system of early childbood
services so that it better mests the needs of children and families. YAY Children is
proud to be one of those innovations.

Om September 20 of this year, YAY Children took 3 first step towards folfll-
ng its vision, by enpazing with families, providers, and children’s advocates to
explain its goals and objectives. Mlamy sigmed ap to join our efforts. We hope
yon oo will join work groups, participate in community discussions, and support
palicies and programs that give young children the greatest likelibood of success.
They will one day thank you!

To hesr more abount the First 2000 Days initiative, to get imrobved with YAY
Children or to leam more about etther of the program’s plans, please contact
Eatherine Savage, the YAY Children Program Manager, at katherinegibrpart-

nershipforchildren org or call the Blne Ridge Parmership for Children offices
in Bumsville at B28-682-0047. You can also find YAY Children on Facebook at

bitps:/frorw facebook comYAY Children/
Gregory Stella has been an advocate for children in Yancgy Cowity since moving

fo the South Toe vailey i 2001. He iz a Community Champion with the First 2000
Dz Infftathee and the current chair af the Yancay Alliance for Toung Children.

We are your “Home

Fall Pathways Workshops set for
Local Nonprofits

By Susan [arsom

Avery Comty

Toro timely topics will round ot WHC Monprofit Path-
ways” 2016 offerings presented to the nonprofits m Avery,
hiitchell and Yancey coumties. The first is markenng and 1
the sacond is succession planning. Both will be led by \
seasoned nooprofit leaders.

Holly Barret will teach “Broad-based Markenng for MNonprofits on 3 Small Bud-
get” on Tuesday, November 15, from 10:00 am. to 12:00 noon at Crossnore Schopl.
E.EemJl Zuide participants i telling the story of their organization widwout spend-
ing thowsmmds of dollars. She will discnss branding thedr
organizstion with consistency, developing a comprehen-
sive comomnicamoens calendar, and cresting good content
o share with their followers. Holly Bamett serves as the
Drirector of Conmmmications for The Crossnore Schoal,
where she is responsible for the development and nple-
menfation of all marketing and conummication srategies.
Planned for the The Gy Building on the Crossnore cam-
pas, the workshop will be informal, with coffee and snacks
fromn Mirscle Groumds. It is also meant 35 an opporiumity
for nonprofit orzanizations o network and w leam from

Hoilly Barretl  oach pther. The cost to sttend is $10.

For a link to register, send an email to sjanelarson)@gmail com.

“Leadership Change is Inevitable: Succession Flannimg for Monprofits™ is te
title of 3 workshop led by Greg Walker Wilson at the Artist Bespurce Center, mp-
stairs &t the TRAC Gallery, on Tussday, Decentber 6, from 11:30 2m. o 2:00 pm.
Serious and successfl nooprofits do their best to plan for transitons in lsadership,
which could be of the Exeoative Director or 2 lone-temumed staff leader or board
chair Whether vacancies are planned or noplanmed, it is prodent to have 3 plan o
fill them. Grez Walker Wilson will share the elements of snccession planning with
noaprofit leaders, boards and staff who may foresee a need to use them m the near
of distant fismare.

Greg Walker Wilson has consulted with nooprofit crgamizations, large corpora-
mons, government entities, and small bosinesses for more than 20 years om bocal,
state. nafional and international levels. He began his
CHTEST 35 8 mansspment consubtant with Accenmre. served
a3 executive director of Monntain BizWorks, and curently
consukts with 3 broad range of nonprofit orpanizations
michading the Toe Biver Ars Coumcil and WHC Nonprodfit
Pathways.

The cost v amend imchades hmeh and is $15 for the first
registrant from a ponprofit and 510 for each addisonsl
registrant up to four fom the same nonprofit For a link
fo registration send sn email to sjamelarsons gl com or
icall Snsan T arson af TH5-2652.

Grag Walker Wilson

Suzan Larson i Divector qf FVC Non-Prgfit Pathway.

.;gﬁ(’f?’ j'fﬂﬁ"

Town Agent”

ity

providing vou knowledgeable assistance and high quality service.

‘Premier

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

.ﬁ“ﬁ

_—

| -
¥
- l-..-. Iif fig

Liga Parker
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Elen Hobson
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Anonda Robineon
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Contact one af our knowledgeable agents today

Letf us assist you with:

« Medicare Supplements
« Medicare Advantage

« Prescription Drug Plans

« Individual Health Insurance
the sale.

13922 South EEh Hwy.
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
828.766.7629 local

= Medicare Annua
+ [ndividual Health Care Enroliment (ACA) Starts Nov. 1s
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275 North Main ﬂtreut
Marion, NC 28752
828.652.1553 local
888.528.1553 toll free
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Enroliment Starts Oct. 15t

We have been prondly serving Western NC for over twenty vears and wall always
confinue te offer yen quality products and a staff that cares about you long after
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Dennison Forum
By Jim Dennison

Have you ever had something that you knew yon had to
say it couldn't quite find the words? Courmey Baker had
dealt that problem since long before ber dsughter, Emearsyn
Faith, was even bom. You see, Emnty had been diagnosed
with Diown syndromme while s6ll in the womb, and Couart-
ney's doctor suggested that she terminate the pregnancy.
And, as she wold ABC's Genevieve Shaw Brown, the pres-
sure from her doctor to abort contimied well after the mitial
diasmosis.

S0, when Courmey finally found the words and conrage fo write her letter, it
seamed only fitting that Emmy, now fifteen months old, belp her drop it in the
mailhox. As she described "Every action, from opening and closing the mailhox
to raising the red flag was closure for me . . | I have no ides how the doctor might
hawe reacted to ooy letter, but I do have faith that God can work any miracle and
change any hear:.”

It's nnknown how the doctor responded, bt the letter, which she also posted on
the Parker Miles Facebook page, has since gone viral and is impacting hearts to
8 degres far beyvond what Courtney could have initially hoped for. It's well worth
reading in its entirety and I bope that yoo will. Her final words, however, are what
stuck with me the most.

Afier describing how the dominant emotion she falt towards the doctor was not
anper or bitterness, Inat rather sadness at his inability to appreciate the beanty and
perfection of the child he saw on that sonogram, she went on to say, "My prayer
is that no ether monwwy will have to po through what T did. My prayer is that you,
too, will now see tme besuty and pure love with every sonogram. And my prayer
is when you ses that next baby with Down syndromee lovingly mcked in her
mother's womb, you will look at that momoy and see me then fell ber the muth:
"Your child is perfect ™

Whether the doctor delivers that message or not, Courmey has. God can now
nse her pain to help heal the brokenmess smd allay the fears m the bearts of count-
less mothers and fathers in a similar position. Often tmmes, the primary way that
&od redeems our imials
is by using them 1o
help others (2 Cor-
inthizns 1:4). While
thart is not always the
redemption we might
hope for, it is offen far
more powerful than
anything else he conld
have done.

Tim Demison often
says that God redesms
all that he allows
(Fuomans §:28). While
I believe that's true,
Gropd nsually leswes it
up te s to defermine
whether or not we will
experience that redemption. If we chpose not to take part in his plan to bring heal-
ing from our pain and good from our rials, then those stmggles will often resalt
in bitterness rather than joy, and anger rather than peace.

Fortunately, Courtney has embraced that redemption and, by following God's
direction in writing the letter, she can belp guide others in a similar position to do
the same. As A B. Simpson once said, "You will have oo test of faith that will not
fit vou to be a blessing if you are obedient to the Lord. I newver had a trial but when
I got ont of the deep river I found some poor pilerim on the bank that I was able to
help by that very experience "

5o, what deep rivers have you crossed recently? Which ones are you correnthy
swinvming through? Whatever they may be. never doubt that God has a plan to
bring some measurs of good from those mials and know that part of that plan will
often mvolve using you to belp others who are gring throngh something similar.
That doesn't mean you will nnderstand their ciroumstances of complstely know
their pain—and it would be a8 mistake to think otherwise—bat, if vou'll let him,
(od can shape the trials of your past to belp others find hope for their fomre. Will
you be a part of that redemiption today”?

Raprinted by parmission.

Jim Danizon Ph.D speaks and writer an cultural and comfemporary issues. Hio
dirily codwmn f5 distributed fo more than 113,000 subzoribers in 208 couniries.
Ser more on the wabsite www denizonforume ore. Comyrighied and printed by
parmission fhom Demizon Forum
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East Main Street » Burnsville, NC
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Tim's Treasures

Peace in Christ
By Tim Tron
Burke County

"Now, Lond, look on thair threais, and grant fo Your
sarvans that with all boldness they may speak Tour word, -
Aciz 419

He told my sister snd me to follow him that there was
something stranee he had o show us. We made our way
down info = room that faced a large rectangular shaft in the
stome wall Thers was no grate covering the opeming which was abont shoulder
haight tall. The hole spamned six feet across with an aperture karge enough fora
good size man o squeeze throwgh The onter lip of the hole was lined with rough
shaped stones. Their surfaces facing the interior of the hole were wom smcoth a5 if
ihis once was 3 source of water or fhuid that slowly ereded the ancient surface.

Char puide explamed to ns that this was where onlockers could stand and safely
watch the demons emerge, without fear of being pulled mnto the hole. There was a
convenient mark on the foor where he stood

“You don't want to go beyond this peint,” be =aid stretching a aooked finger to-
ward the crack in the stone foor where the toe of his sandaled foot stopped. “Dhon’t
siep one nch closer than this.” he demanded with a glare in his eye. That stare
canght my amention. “They can't pall vou back into the hole from here If vou go
past this line then your soul becomes thedrs.”

Something about bis gaze felt comforting 2= if we had been acquainted before.

Char focns returped toward the shaft a5 a soft breesze brushed past my cheak. 4
chill filled the room, and my skin began to cawl. Something was coming; . .the
darkness approached.

My thoughis retomed fo our guide as gooselnmps rose on my amo. The man's
voice soumded so familiar My mind conbdn’t let it go.

Yer, the darkness crept closer sdll.

Tuming my gaze from the abyss back 1o the mam pomnng our the dangers, I sud-
demly realized the stranger, was no siranger at all.

He was our late father.

By heart leaped.

The 1zt time we were together. T kissed him ppodbye and walked ot of the
hospital leaving bim to God’s care. We ware to meet agam on besven’s shore. I
wanted to rejoice and bug him in that moment, bat deat’s not why we were there.
The enphaoria was guickly replaced with that of sounds emanating foom the shaft
that cansed the hair to stand up oo the back of my neck. Haunting screams of bomor
jerked nry focus back to the gaping hole. There wasn't a feeling of rennicn @ our
mesting, but rather, a sense of waming instead. There was no time for pleasanities.
Tust as he had finished speaking, as if on cue, shadows begin to ebb from the orifice,
like hamds stretching out for sommeone o hold, they sought our grasp, reaching. en-
ticing, calling us closer Dy sister's eves widened n borror as the ghoulich images
played out before ns as if they were tsumiing us to move closer. Their macsbre dance
contimiad for only a brisf tme then slowly the beasts of hell slithered back into the
darkness from whence they came. Their cres of angnish echoad mn the hollow of the
space from whese they had disappeared.

We stood frozen as we listenad in hormor to their voices refreat

Drarkmess, echoes and then silence.

Something inside me suddenly told me to go after them.

There was no sense of fear, no foreboding of danger in oy being. Without hesits-
tiom, I walked ower and bezan to climb into the opening of the tooob.

“What are vou doing,” myy sister screamed!

“ret him out of there, ™ my father called as they both zrabbed st ooy feet mying
o stop my advance into the chamber beyond. Before they could obéain a firm hold
I was submergred into the blackness beyond All fepling of dread had laft me It was
almast as if my fear had been replaced by a2 rage that repelled the demonic force

ASHEVILLE ELDEHL"I" AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRIL 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”

Trips for November

November 10th - Asheville Mall

November 15th - Thrift Stores

November 17th - Farmers Market

November 30th - Grove Park Inn (Gingerbread Houses)

within the fomb. But # was more than a rage; it was if thers was 2 hand on oy soul
protecting me. A= ory eyes adjusted to the dimly 13t comidor, I could sense the shad-
ows retreafing fearful of my presence. Feeling empowered by the force within, I
confimned coward The ceiling was only a couple feet from the surface that ooy body
scooted along, which then evenmally opened up o a taller hallveay. Colraebs and
st porirayed an abandoned dwelling left to decay. Looking for a way ont, my eyes
caughr the rays of muted light passing twonzh cracks in the beards along one wall.
Pushing my way through the brittle wood, a large reom opened up n front of me.
Carefully, I stepped down onto what looked like a rooftop, covered only with tar
paper.

“Hmm o roofing shingles ™ came the tiought as T tondly walked out far enongh
that T conld look back from where I had come It was then the realization hit me
from where I had just emerged; the old fannhonse of oy paternal grandparents,
Victor snd Mildred Tron. It never pcommed fo me that there had been a room on this
side of the howse, yet bere I stopd, looking back_ The black surface of the Soor had
o dimension. It was as if my footsteps walked upon a void that reflected no light,
only sbsorbed it or twapped it below its surface, held prisoner for all of etemity, The
groans of those trapped below caused a wibration that pulsated mio the sples of nov

*“This is no normal fieer™ I thonght to novself “am I standing on hell™

“Zod " I called out tuming my gaze te heaven “Why have vou bronght me
M.E"!I:?

Orverbiead there was a sparse rafter system one that didn't look stronge enough
to kold mnch of 3 smow, Let alome 3 windstorm. The pieces of weod of that upper
framework were pieced together in a haphazard fachion, fastened together at odd an-
gles forming a pealisr dome shaped visage. Had I besn in my right mind. T would
have bean fearfinl of the enfire reom's collapse or being devoured from below by the
inequities which I walked upon. Agzin there was still no sense of doom, no feeling
of pending dizaster; nothing but a feeling of confidence.

Before I conld make sense of where or why I was thers, my body was suddenky
transported nto an BV park i another place and tme. Once again danger lnpmed as
neiphbors soreamed pointing m the direction of the trailer where 1 had appeared. 4
meazsive black funne] clond as far as my eyes could see. from one end of the horizon
to the other, bore
down upon us. Those
who were famt-
hearted wers fiozen
with fear and couldn’t
move bt rather col-
lapsed o heaps of
angst and goashing of
teath.

Pamic was in the Zir

Once more, thers
WS 3 power within
that dmowe the fear
from me 25 the smoke
is driven from the fire. Ome man who had been mmning from the clowd of death
stopped for 3 moment beside me. He was bent over gasping for breath with his
hands oo his kpees. As the color began to returmn to bis face, be looked up at me with
a puzzled face.

“Why aren’t you getting owt of here mister” Dion't you know if you stay yon will
die™

“Ho, I'mnot,” I calmby replied

“What the b=l do vou mean ™ his face sguinted in question, “can’t you see that,™
his weary am stretched ot behind him as if he didn’t even want to face it

“It's not coming this way.™

“Like hell it's not,” he screamed, “all the reponts haws it comimg this way and if
you can’t see that™ he now stood and tumed pointing with hoth ams, “Then some-
thing nmst be wrong with yvon ™ He shook his bead in witer disheliaf and slowly took
off, joining the river of people that fowed past on the sirest next o me.

I numeed o face the blesk reality of what he had feared and saw the dark cloud, yet
there was still oo nrzency n my being.

“There is nothing to fear,” I said speaking to the weacherous, tawisting serpemnt
cloud roaring in the near distance. ““You are not coming here, for He has told me
mlli-

A5 1 stood watching, the clound dide’t approach any closer, but rather, contined o
swirl and pound the earth in the distance. The deafening roar shook the earth like a
thimdering herd of wild horses. Furnitore, pieces of homes. and shreds of all manner
of life spun sbowt in the forile darkoess and slowly, ever so slowly crept away, like a
scolded dog that had been chastised for mishehaving.

A5 1 wasched it fade, the boldmess within contimeed fo comfiort me.

When [ awoke the next moming, tere was a serene sense of security, a cahmmess
of being.

That momng my scrpire lesson began with the book of Ezekiel, and thers
befiore me were the words that said it sll. Like Ezekiel before his vision, God placed
his hamd upon bim and comforted hime- “and the harnd gf the Lord was upon him
fhare. ™

Yes, it was perfectly clear now.

His message was pure and simple; be bold and fear not. for I am with yon slways.

“Tcan do all things through Christ who strenethens me " Phil 47 13

Thmotiy W. Trom i the Exacutive Director gf the Waldenzian Trail off Faith. He
ez in Faidese with Ris fomily. He iz the quthor gf "Bruecke fo Hameen, " and
anr aciive Megeer, ariist and musician. ITmothy alzo has g BSEE from UF iz an
Eaple Scout and is Fice President of the Faldese Marchanis Assoc. He has baaen
Crdainied o perform weddings ar the Trail and aftends several area churchas

seeking fo serve the Lord every day.
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Accentuate the Positive
By Cheryl Skuffler
Burke County

How does your garden gsrow?

How will we keep up with food produection as the world's
population increases. and what impact will this have on
how the farms of tomorroe will operste? Third- throngh
eighth-prade ATG smdents explored these questions during
field trips to the STEAM Acadenty early this school year
Located at Western Piedmont Community College, the STEARM Academy ATG
facilitators used the campus’ resources to conduct the lessons. The lessons fooased
on sustzingble agricultore and hydropomics aquaponics. Students saw WECC

3 students and ingmactors
in actiom oa the college’s
o working famm and i
the gresnhouse and leamed
g the ins and outs of sustzim-
miade their oam sub-
mrigated planter out of a
2-liter botile. The kands-on
activity had them planting
lettuce to take homes. The
students also met the Zoats,
rams, donkey and chickens
doem oo fhe WPCC farm,
ATG Director Fathy Ames
said for many of the sm-
dents, the experience was
their first time on a fam or
arpumd medicins] herhs and

garden wegetshles.

Students learn bike safety

A maveling mailer filled with bicycles will make itz way from school to school
every six weeks, iving elementary students 3 thrill similar to finding a new bike
under the Chrisimas tree. Burke County Public Schools is the recipient of 3 Let’s
Grp MIC! prant that provides not only the mro-whesled vehicles with pedals and
hamdlehars, but also helmers for shadents and lesson plans for their PE teachers.
Burke Coumty Public Schools Superintendent [amry Pumarm said, “The poal is
o oot cnly get sdents moving but also to teach them bike safety skills. We ame
thankful to all those involved m this grant opportanity.™

The WC Depariment of Transportation’s Safe Boutes to School Program and the
W Division of Public Health developed the Let's Go HC! Program with fimding
help from the Eate B. Feynolds Charitable Trast.

Salem Elementary School smdents are the first to expenence the bicycle pro-
gram. They are leaming the impomance of weanng a helmet, wsing hand signals
on the road, fding with traffic, obeying traffic siens and signals and not nding

A second chance at breakfast
Burke Coumty high school students
wiho miss breakfast now have a second
chance to eat the most important rmeeal
of the day. The American Association
of School Adminismraters has awarded

Chance Breakfast grant. Child muirition
persomme] will take food carts to areas
where high school students are changing
classes between first and second period.
Freedom, East Burke and Patton high
schonls’ free and redured meal percemnt-
apes gualify the three schools for the
grant, and while Drauhen High School
did not qualify, they will still participate.

Burke Coumty Public Schools Superintendent Lamy Putmam said, “The meals
will be quick, grabk and go items, allowing stadents who missed breakfast weren't
hnngry before school or hif the snooze button one too many tmes to eat before
second period. Studies show stodents who eat a bealthy breakfast concentrate bet-
ter and perform betier in school, which makes them better siadents overall.™

BOE receives Siver Bell Award
The Burke County Board of Edocation is the recipient of the Silver Bell Award
from the Worth Carclina School Boards Assoriation. The board received the
Fward dunng the September Begion 7 district mesting m Allephany County. The
Silver Ball Award racomnizes those boards whers every memiber has activaly
worked towards meeting 12 hours of taining in a fiscal year. Burke County Poblic
Schools Supenmtendent Lamy Puinam said, “Congramlations to our Board of
Education menvbers on this sward. Thank you for all you do for our stndents and
our school system and for accomplishing this feat. These fraining hours our board
members put in show they practice life-long leaming, too.™

Cheryl Shyffier is the Public Relations Officer for the Burke County Public School
Sytem.

“QHOP LOCAL? wwwgrassycreekclothing.com

Grass ! reef
CLOYTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat 8:30am-5:30pm Closed Sunday
Thur-Fri 2:30-8pm | -Go o Church

www. bremews . com
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O Saturday, October 22, 2016, 8 Avery County FFA
Blember received their American FFA Depree af the
80th Nationa]l FEA Convention & Expo in Indisnapolis,
Indisma. The Avery County FFA Chapter has the ninst
American FFA Degres recipients from the State of Wordy
Carolina.

Lucas 0dl Stadinm was the setting for the American
FFA Degree Ceremary.

3.780 Mational FFA memnbers received the American FEA Diegree.

The American FFA Degree is the hizhest bonor swarded to FFA members who have
demonsirated the hishest level of conumitment fo FPA and made significant accom-
plishments in their SAE (supervised apriculinral eccperiencs).

The American FFA Depree is awarded at each year to bess than 1% of FEA mem-
bers making it one of the orpanization’s ighect honors. This is one 1 FEA member per
166 of the 629 367 membership advanced to eam the American FFA Degres.

In additica to their degres, recipients receive a pold Amenican FEA Deprap key.
The Americsn FFA Deeree key is symbalic of the hishest schievement of the Mational
FFA Creanization.

Defost FEA memnbers work 5 to 7 years to eam the American FEA Depree. FFA
menbers can remain active umil they are 21 years old.

Avery County FFA member receiving their Armerican FEA Degree for 2016 are
Craham Avery, Sawyer Avery, Jobm Clark, Anstin Daniels. Mckensie Ledfiord Paige
Johnson, Fatie hMasters, JTodi Foore, and Ferenizh WVamce.

Graham and Sawnyrer Avery are the sons of Davm and Waighisall Avery. Graham
and Sawrver both svend Appalachian Sae University and are majorng in Ensinesr-
mz  Sawyer is conceniTating in 4 construction Manarement Desres.  Graham is
concenirating i Stomactural Sciences for his mejor. Bach worked on thedr family farm
and in the constrnsction mdnstry to meet the qualifications for the American FEA The-
gree. Both were also active FEA mesvbers and served a5 Avery County FFA Chapeer
Officers while in high schaol.

John Clark &= the son of Buify and Fead Clark Fohn served as a WCFFA Officer
for the 2015-18 school year He is 3 stodent at BT State University and is majoring in
Agriculiure Education incloding 2 concentration Minors. Fobn worked omn his family
farm i Christmas mees' MNursery Cperations, and worked at a local WVetermarian to
eam his American FEA Degrea. John was a Morthwest Fegion Officer sand an Avery
Comnty FEA Chapier Oifficer in hizh school.

Anstin Draniels is the son of Valere and Bill Damiels. He received his Associates
Dezree in Welding from Mayland Commnmity College in May 2016, He is presenthy
emploved at Gresnlesf Services. Ing_ and works in the Hortiondture T andscapins
Services Indnstry.

Anstin worked in the Christmas tree indwstry and Golf Conse mismtenance 1o aam
his American FFA Diegree. Austin was ao actve Avery Comty FEA member and
served as an Avery County FEA Chapéer Officer.

Mickenzie Ledford is the dsughser of Fandy and Beckyve Ledfiord and Christy and
Miike Coffey. She ourently warks Children's Castle Childcare facility and is a student
at Haywood Commnnity College majporing in Early Childbheod Development and
she is a stadent at Mayland Comnnmity Colleze working towands her Horticaltore
Degree.
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YOUR FIEST PROPANE BILL « PLUS LOCE IN THELU MAY 2018

CALT TODAY TD SAVE!

828-675-1513

WWW. PIOpanepromo com/save

ment. and in the food service mdostry to exm ber Armerican FFA Desres. She was ac-
twe in the Syvery County FEA Chapter and served ag the 2013-14 Avery FEA Chapter
President.

Paige Jobmson &5 the denghter of Cindy and Aichael
Jolmson. She is a childcare worker and is pursang her
education in childcare and Psychology. Paige worked
in food service, the school greenbouse, and the Agri-
culiure Department biotech ksb to eam her American |-___
FFA Depree. In addition, she has worked as a counselor
&t Teen Valley Fanch Camp for seversl years. Dunng
high school, she was active in FFA and served as a
Chapter FFA Officer.

Esatie Masters is the dsuzhter of Beth and fim 3as-
ters. Eoatie is a shadent at Deps-McBae Collepe where
she's majoring in Elementary Education and Special
Educztion degres. She also is a chestleader and is
receiving 3 cheerleading scholarship. Eatie worked in
Pursery Operations, and raised Swine for her SAE o
eam her Amencan FEA Degree.  Eatie was an active
FEA member in kigh school and served as a Chapter FEA Officer.

Jodi Paoore is the dmighter of Paity and Diavid Poore. Jodi s 3 stodent ar Western
Caroling University and is majoring in Fecreatonal Therapy.

Jodi worked with her Uncle om his Christmas tree farm and tree lot to eam her
American Dezree. She was an actve FEA member i high school and served asa
Chapter FFA Officer

Jerermizh Vance b5 the son of Sheron and Teff Vance. Feremiah is 3 stodent at 2IC
State University where be ic majorng in Herfouliure Science with 3 Landscape De-
sign comceniration. Jeremish served as the 2014-15 Avery County FFA President and
was 3o active member of Avery County FFA. Jererniah was neames the 20015 Avery
Coumty Youth in Aznculiure and has worked in his family Christmas tree operation,
Mursery Operations, and has a Landscape Coastruction busmess.

The nine 20016 American FFA Derres recipients fom Avery Coumnty join 11 oth-
ers fromm Avery County o earm this coveted Degree. To date, 20 Avery County FEA
members have schieved the highest degres the Mational FEA allows to be mdividually
eamed by 3 FFA member.

The Mational FFA Conwention is the largest of its kind with owver 60,000 FFA mem-
bers, advizors and guests fom thronzhout the United States, Puerto Bico and the TS5,
“irgin Ielands, stending this, the 29th smrmes] event.

The Matonal FFA Organization is 2 nations] yonth organizamon of 529,367 smdent
membars as part of 7,757 local FFA chapiers in all 50 states, Pueno Bico and the Vir-
gin Islands. The FFA mission is to make 8 positive difference in the lves of sindents
by developing their podential for premier leadership, personal growth and career suc-
cess through agricultoral education. The Mational FEA Orzanization operates under 3
federal charter pranted by the Blst United Stases Congress and it is an intepral part of
pablic instmcion in apricalhare. The U5, Department of Education provides leades-
ship and helps set direction fior FFA a5 a service io stafe and local apriculboral edncs-
tton proerames. For more, visit the Mational FEA Orpanization online at w3 org |
on Facebook, Tovitter and the official Mational FFA Organization blog.

Mrs. Gwen Clark is the Agricuitural Education TeacherFEA ddvizor ar dvery
Coundy High School. She iz o graduate gf NC' State Unnersity (B5) and NC 4 &
T State University (M4). She is a National Board Certified Teacher and has been
feaching for 20 vears. She and her huzband, Dee Clark, have been married for 26
years and attend Crossnore Baprist Church.

* New Merchandise
Arriving Daily

* Grear New Selection
of scarfs

+ Shop Locally for
Christmas

DELLINGER'S

Christian Book & Gift Urrrppu'

Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which
will help fhee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thon, Jesuran, whom I have
chosen. Isaiah 44:2
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Avery County Schools

Snow Schedules
By Devid Burleson
Avery Cournly

As you well know, our comnnmity is one of the most
bemutifinl in fthe world; however, our unigue lncation and
winter weather prowide many challenges. 45 we face the
winter, we realize that there is no way to predict howr the
waather will mpact our schoels. When considering clos-
ings, delays or early dismiszsals, oar goal is to make deci-
sipmes that are best for stodents and staff

When inclement weather approaches, school personnel remain in confimoes
contact with local kv enforcement the Deparmment of Transpomation, Avery Com-
nnmication, and the Highway Patrol since these growaps also mondtor weather and
road condiions. The decision to close or delay school is made by school officials
between 5700 and 5:30 am. Local media are notfied of alternate schednles, school
cancellation early dismizsal delay and other pertinent informstion. If these media
SOUTCes are not announcing mformation conceming Avery County Schools, then the
schools operate on & normal schedule

When the decision is mads to have school on 2 two-hour delay or close schools,
the Avery Coumty Schools phone and ermiail notification system will offer specific in-
structions for students and staff This mformation will also be posted onoar schood
systemn website, Facebook Page, and onr weather call-in mumber, (228) 733-6006.
Dro mot depend oa local TV stations for two-hour delay information. Please remem-
ber that on two-hour delays, bus routes will begin as early as 730 am

In the case of inclement or severe weather, bomes enrolled m our phone and
email notification system will be notified of amy school day changes. (To ensoll in
this system or chanze your phone number, please contact your local school} These
calls are made st approxmately 5:45 3.m. on mominzs when the regular schedule
is chanmed. Agzin local radie and TV will be enlisted to snmounce information
concerning delay, closmg, or early dismissal and snnouncements can alzo be found
2t wonw.averyschools net.

Early Dizmissal

When school is dismissed early due to inclement conditions or other emer-
Zency sitnations, 211 ten-month entployess are to remam at school nof] stadeats
are adequately cared for or unil school is dismissed by the superintendent without
the use of leave or dock in pay. Principals will closely momitor conditions at each
school and make awy other decisions based on what is safe for staff and smdents.
All welve-month employess are expected to remain for their regular working day
nnless dismuzszed by the superinfendent. If torelve-month smplovess decide to leave
early appropriate policy must be followed.

Drelay Start

When schoal is delayed due to inclement weather or ofher imforesesn cincum-
stances, all ten-month employees are expected to armive af school at their earliest,
safect ime Under no ciroumstances should children have to remain owtzide on
cold and'or spowy momings. Twele-month employess are expected to amive st the
narmal appointed fime or &t the safest possible thme.

If smdenrs are not atfendmg school due to inclement weater, one of three options
will be selected:
1) Optional Teacher Workday. Ten-month employvees have the option to report to
work, take a wacation day (anmaal leawe), have a full day’s deducton if they do not
hanve annnal lesve, or make up the absence according to state and local personnel

2) Closed for Students: and 5taff. Ten-rnomth insmectional staff will kave 3 forced
vacation day (anmneal keave) or fiall days deduction The student make-np davs will
be rescheduled and anwounced following school board spproval. Instmactions]l per-
sommel may have the option to make up the day, with sppropriate approval without

i e e b
Open/Closo
Wionkly Sonicoe
C hemicol Baloncing
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Ken- Ray Pools and Spas
206 Burkemont Ave. Morganton, NC 284855
(828)-433-1742

ihe use of leave or dock in pay. Twelve-month employees will repont to work, taks
anmal keave or receive a full day's deducton.

3) Closed for Evervone. If the school system is closed for all staff and students, all
employess Teceive a forced wacatmon day (armmal leave) or full day’s deduction with
e opiion fo make wp the day atf an agresd upon mne.

Opdon one is nsed for most days mmpacted by inclement weather, resenving op-
tions two and three for simations where the facilities are damaged or when it would
be completely mmpractical fo open the schools.

After 3 chanpe in peneral stafates durmg the 2013 summer session, the Avery
Conmty Schools moer have the option to add tme to the end of the school day to
make up mne missed doe to inclement
weather This year 20 minntes has been
added o our school dsy. Our hope is that by
uiilizing this cppormnity, we can avweid going
to schoo] on Saturday and taking all of cur
Spring Break

The Williams YMCA plans to host Snow
Camp for grades kindergarien through sixth
on dayvs” schools are closed dee o nclement
weather when it is an optional workday for
staff. Soow Camp will begin on Dhecember
1, 2016. Addirional information will b
distributed to parents in our sbementary amd
middle schooks.

If vou have specific questions, please
direct those to your child’s prmcipal or o
me. We ask for your patience, support and
pravers as we make these very diffiouli decisioms.

HMever hesitae 1o let us know about Vour CODCEMS oF gIve SUZEeshons.

Dimad Burleson is Supermzendent af the Avery Coungy Schoolz

Best Food
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Remember your Christian
values and get out and vote!

384 East Maln St.
Burnsville, NC
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities,

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
(55}9_’ and a greener environment, é%'?

about our ongoing recyeling program
and how you can participate in our confributions
to Hospice of McDowell County.

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

The Rotary of Spruce Pine

Uising Your Handicap
By Lauren Bingwood
Sent by Doug Suddrth
Mitchell Couniy

Om Thursday, October 27, members of the Fotary Club
of Spmce Pine heard 3 moving presentstion from Launen
Ringwood sbout her dyslexia and the help she received at
Camp Spring Creek. She was infrodnced by Fotarian Feid
Dnumecan and accompanied by hier mother, Fessica Ring-
wood. In Lauren's own words:

Hello Members of Spmce Pine Rotary Chab, my name is Lanren.
I am pine years old

I am in the 4th zrade at Gouge Elementary.

And T am Drslexic.

You all bave probably heard of dyslexia
mnd may even know @ little about it
Bt what you don't know is, it is actu-
ally a GIFT!

Yes... I might struggle with reading,
wrting, and spelling, BUT you best
believe I will be the leader in problem
splving, athletics, and spatial aware-
mess.. just ask my Uncle Beid, be says
I'm the best golf cant driver around!

.:ll Tln-

Afier all, T belong to an elite “club™

that mchades people like Albert Binstein, Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, and nry
personal favorite, Chammimg Taum.
This past sonwmer I was given the opportunity, throngh scholarship. to attend

Camp Spring Creek in Bakersville. I got to meet campers and coumselors from all
over the world.

Camp Spring Creek was foumded in 2003 by Susie and Steve wvan der Vorst and is
one of three residential summer camps in the 175 for children with dyslexia.

I spent bots of dtme with mry mtor, Betsy. The tutors at Camp Spring Creek are all
mained in Orton-Gillingham which, my mom says, is & molb-sensory approach to
leaming  All I know iz reading. writing and spelling are aasier now.

Besides leamimg. I got to do somes pretty cool stoff . T got to budld 2 table in wood
shop, desirn my own t-shirt the Art Bam, go on creek hikes  where T discovered
how badly stnzing nettles really do sting, and eat some of the best food you kave
ever fasted!

I am thankfuol for them becase Camp Spring Creek has given me the confidence
to lowe learming agzin. Some people see dyslexia and its limitations, but my teach-
ers, ony mom and the rest of oy famdly constantly enconrage me to put 21 those
“limitations" to the test.

Thank you for leting me speak to you today. If you would like more information

on dyslexia or Camp Spring Creek you can check ont their website campspring-
cresk org

Doug Sutdduth is the Public Relations Officer for the Spruce Pine Rotary Club.

But whose shall affend one of these litfle ones which belfeve in me, i
were better for him dhar a millsione were hanged abonr hiz neck, and
that fee were drowned in the depdh of the rea. Marthew I18:6
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Task orce
Drug Prevention Program-Red Ribbon Week

Nancy Lindeman
Mirchell and Famcey County

“Om Mowvember 26, T had the opportumity to attend a
Daug Prevention proeram it Bowmnan Middle School As
a fommer educator, [ kave seldom seen someone who can
hold the attention of a0 muditorinm foll of Sth trough
Ith graders. The program was pat on by Mirchsll Yanoey
Substance Abuse Task Force, The speaker was Ty Salls
fromm the Youth to Youth International Group. In 2 sen-
tences Ty had that andience in the palm of his hand. His focus was on teens being
different and they don’t have to
be like everybody else. ™ This
ProsTam was in response fo Bed
Fibbon Week! Barbara Hamell

WHAT IS BEED FIBEBON
WEEKT It is an ideal way for
pecple and communities to umite
and fake 3 visible stand against
druzs. In 1985, angered by the
mmarder of DEA Apent Enrigue
Camarena, parents and youth in
Ccommunities across the country
began wearing red ribbons az a
symbaol of their connmitment to
raising awaremess of the destrme-
fion cansed by drugs in the Tnit-
ed States. In 19388, the Manonal
Family Parmership sponsored
the first officizl Mational Bed
Fibbon Celebration. Today, the
Fed Ribbon Campaizn serves
as a catalyst to mobilize com-
onmities to educate youth and
ERCONrage partcipation m dmg
prevention actvites.

Ty Salls, 3 nationally ac-
clamed speaker from Yoot o
Youth International with more
than 20 years of substance nse
prevention experence, will
challenze local yvouth o make
pasitive choices regarding alcohel, fobacco, and other dmegs. Mr Sells’ message,
“The Power of Acceptance,™ focuses on the positive side of being dmz-free as op-
posed to the negative consequences of choosing fo use. It also challenges smdents
o examine the way they meat others who are “different™ from them. The Mitchell
Yancey Substance Abuse Task Force (3 program of Graham Children's Health
Services) is pleased to parmer with Vaya Health (previonshy known as Smoky
Aiguntain BMCTY) and the Toe Fiver Health District to brimg Mr. Salls to our com-

The Task Force will be having a planning mesting at the Bumeville [ibrary on
Hovember 8. 2016 at Moon.

Apyone can come out and get imvalved.

Studeniz at Harriz Middle School

Nancy Lindeman is the Coondingror for the Mitchell-Yancay Substance Abuse Task
Forca.
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LECT
STEPHANIE NORMAN

BURKE COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS

o sorve ALL of Burke Coumty
______—___.___.___._.__._.-—-—
STEPHAN IE-HGHMAH COM

Fuil BO iy B

weny el e e by DL e

# Burke County can bonafit from
Noew Talent and Professional
Skills

#= 16+ years of Successful Public
Sarvice/Local Government
Leadership & Management
Experience

= Master's Degree in Public
Administration from ASL

#= B+ yoars associated with real
estate development involving all
aspects of deed handling

= Has knowledge of standard record keeping for all public
docume nts

= Will focus on and implement a plan to provide First
Class Customer Service

= Expand Accessibility for the citizens of Burke County

= Beliovas the Register of Deeds office not only needs

to be efficient, but should he EFFECTIVE. ..
The public has to know who you are and what you do o
be ACCOUNTABLE in a public office

= Will not compromise my professional or parsonal

Ethics and Integrity n

Elect Stephanie Norman
Burke GCounty Register of Deeids candidate

.supporting ALL Burke Gounty citizens
Emrly voting staris Detovar 20th = Eaction Day is Novermamber Bth

All Buck Stove
Wood and Gas

stoves on sale

Layvaway now for the
upcoming heating season

Laser L-730 - €

Vented -3-.:-_..-.: 3
OIL HEATERS "\,
72;

40,000 BTU - heats
up to 2000 sq. ft.!
FURMITURE ¥ COMPANY
S DA LGERT - DFEUCT PR heCTH G R R

il i el SEET - FAN b ML ASAE
wewer paopiet funBurs oo

Sales, Sarvice
and Installation
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Gabriels Creek Baptist Church

Come and See the Greatest Story
Ever Told Come Alive

By Sylvia Murphey
Yancay Cowmty

Omn a Sunday morming during the early Fall of 2011, our
pastor Rev. Gary Coates presented a Christmas idea he felt
our church could do as a minisoy to our conummity and
imvobve mest of our church members. He presented a dia-
gram on poster board explaining the layout of a Christmas i
Drive-Through Pageant for our Gabriels Creek Missionsry
Baptist Chuorch using our cemefery as a sefing to drive around. It was with much
hezitation thought and discnssion, that it was decided to ondertake the drive-
thronzh rather than our nsual charch Christroas play. Mrs. Thelma Bice and Mrs.
Betsy Gresne who normally worked with car yowth apreed to direct the pagesnt.
Chuarch members went into fast planning moeds to get everything ready for the
December 10 and 11, 2011 production entgtled “The Life of Tesus from the Cradle
fo the Cross™. Cosmmes were either made by a seamsiress m our church, pulled
from costumes used in previews church plays or were put together by individusls
with odds and ends from their homes. The men of the church made the lean-to
bmildings from wooden slabs (among other items) and placed therm around the
cemetery. Mr. Frank Parks, Our Deacon Chair, armanged the lighting in front of
each sceme. A live donkey, sheep, and goats were loaned to the church by local
residents for the two evening performances.

The sften-
damce was good
for the first
ions
2011 =nd we
recaived many

compliments by

that it was
“awesome™ and
some wanted
fo s2e it @ second and third tme. It was such 2 blessing to the community and fo
those who participated in the production that it was decided o confinne it as an
anmual event. It was the feeling of church members that if one person’s life was
fouched, it wonld be worth it 21l The pagesnt was given for the next four years—
on December 15 and 28 in 2012, on December 7 and 8 in 2013 and on December
Tand 2. 2013, An estmated T to 75 vehicles (with at least two or more persons
in each) went through during the toe nights i 2011; Approximately 115 vehicles
came through in 3012 and an estimated 145 vehicles toured the productions m
2013, During 2014, 227 vehicles with a total of 640 persons saw the pagsant.
Crur attendance was off some for 2015 for whatsver reasons but monbers dom’t
matter when it's
the Lord’s work.
We kad 494 people
io s2e the pageant
according fo our
Censns Taker, Bev.
Gary Coates.

Weather pre-
sented problams
each year but all
in 5l the produc-
fions hawe been
very successiil
and we give God
the glory for that!
Druring the 2011
performance, temperaiures dropped into the 20°s, a sharp wind began blowing and
it was a bit of a problem for the cast to kesp wamm oo the first night. However ev-
ervone came prepared with doukle and tple layers of clothing and not one person
became sick. The 2012 performances were scheduled for Saturday night and Sun-
day night, December 15 and 16. Satarday night performance went well tat early
Sunday afternoon it began snowing and we were forced to cancel for that night
and reschedule on December 28, In the meantime several of our cast caught the
fiu bt the Lord provided and we had just enough cast members to continne the
production the second might. The 2013 performances went well wuntil abaont the
last bour of the Sundsy performance when it began to rain. We knew the westhsr
forecast was calling for rain so we were prepared with better roofing on the build-
ings snd had ponchos ready for those working oufside the buildings. The same
weather pattern took place during the 2014 perfommances. The Lord blessed us
with better weather for 2015—mao rain, snow, of low temiperatures. We'Te praying
be will bless us this vear with the same weather.

Scenes have been added each year and improvements made. Dne o added
scenes in 2012 the name of the pageant was changed to “The Life of Christ from
the Anmumciation o the Ascension™. With added scenes and cast, more Cosnumes
were needed and 100+ vards of material was purchased The ladies of the clrch
gathered in the fallowship hall and cut out the costumes and our seamsiress,

Thebms Fire conpleted them  Lighting was improved and professionally printed
seripture signs were added. In 20013, a radio statton GCBC FM at 103.3 was
added so guests conld listen to Christmas mmsic by our choorch chodr as they droove
troush the pageant. Two scenes were added for the 2014 perfommances—The
Census Taker and Jesus Bearing His Cross. For 2015 lighted Chrisomas trees
were added in the church vard to the lef of the drive where vehicles complsted
the tour of the pageant.

The Lord has been good o our chuoch and we praize His Holy Name!  Mem-
bers of Gabriels Creek Baptist Church wonld like to share the 2016 pageant with
yvou and hope that it will make a difference in your lifs. We invite von to attend
our sixth amomal pameant entfitled “The Life of Christ from the Annuncistion to
the Asrension™ which will be presented on Satordsy, Diecernber 3 and Sunday,
Dipcermber 4, 20146 (rain or shina) from 6:00 to 8:00 pm each night Come and see
the angel visiting Mary, see where ;ur Savior’'s birth took place, tour Bethlshem
“Willage as it may have been in Jesus’ day and then oa to see further scenes from
ihe life and minisry of Tesus with the fmale being His ascension into heaven.

Admizsion is free and no reservations are required. You will remain in the
comfort of your velicle for the entite performance. Onar charch is located just 4
miles from I-2§. Take hars Hill exit 11, tum left on Hwy 213 and mavel 2 miles
through the hars Hill University campus and tfum left on Gabriels Creek Foad,
iravel 2 more miles and mmn left on Gabriels Creek Church Boad. the charch is
siraight ahead Imvite your friends and family fo join you. Owunr pastor and church
family welcome everyone!

For farther information or questions, plesss check the Gabriels Creek Baptist
Charch Facebook page, email snnarpheyiahmbu edu, or call B28-682-§755/828-
2066755, Photographs courtesy of Dienise Griffin

Swhvig Murphey & @ member of Gabriels Creek Baptist Church works in the pag-
i a5 Wil as does the pageant pubiicity.  She retired from Mars Hill Universigy
in 2002 with 43 years of sendce az an adminisiraiive assistant. Syphvia lves in
Bald Creek Commumily gf Fancey Coundy.  She iz deeply tmvalved with the mis-
sions outreach qf her chumch and iz g volunteer for both MemoryCare (a nonprofit
Physicians gffice in Azheville caring for patientsfomilies qifected by demential
and the Mowntmin drea Pregnancy Services in Mars Hill. For questions or floe-
ther mformation, pleare contact Syhvia Murphey af somaphaydmbn edu or call
8288526755 fhome) or §28-205-8755 frall)
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COME to a PLACE
where YOU can
fellowship and
GROW in the Lord

Uncinetered by hnrried schednles and electromic igTuences,
High Pastwres iy frily a place af retreas.

Please call for reservations.

280 Kings Highway - Burnsville, Morth Carolina 28714
Phone: 828-682-3138
See ouwr wab zite for maore information - Website: waww highpasfures arg

cmember to (Hhp and Tude  PHIL'S TIRE SERVICE

DT v B TRty (o 617 West Main Street
Tiome to Give Thanks Dhuring gl i Ne 287140737
q% MHF l:::?{;maﬂ-."' (B2E) 6B2-2421

www brenews. com
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We are thankful mywiracetar
for Miracle-Ear

day season.
Call Today

Evaluation

e . =7 -
BETTER HEARING
GUARANTEED 7SR Now s

|

: |

Licensed Hearing Health \y A ’ 1130116 o
Professionals to Assist You On y |
|

|

Customized Solutions
Designed to Meet | =
Your Hearing Needs Fully Digital
| Audictone Pro |
e EA.

Over 65 Years of |
ﬂ utstan d i n g S Er\ﬁ (=] May notbe gl i iy ﬂ:ﬂfm‘tﬂ;ﬁnh&gﬂlﬂ. u:rw;frr:*'f'vma

“alid on Audoions Fre BTE rack-Exr|
-

Marian Schneider Chad Parker Wendy Watson

~ Hearing Insrument Specialist Hearing Instrumeant Specialist Hearing Instrument Specislist
MORGANTOMN
347 Banford D,
828.572-3982

BURNSVILLE /  LENOIR e " MARION
368 Weet LS HWY 18E 210 Mulbsrry St. SW, Suite C 70 M. Main 5t, Suite 1

828-548-3557 828-394-9054 i P 828-544-0943
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY

You'll enjoy stimulating lectures, cultural activities,
sporting events, and educational opportunities.

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE
Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970
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WE ARE «ezcrted abor

THE FUTU

The Crossnore School and The Children’s Home are merging into one organization effective January 1, 2017,

Because together, We Can seese ( Frrare oft edetre

Corbin, ape 9 and Camden, ape &, e in
ape and are part of a sibling
gronp of fise brothers,

5‘. Ez 'E' \ E WS will be coming in the next few months. But for now, we wanted you to know that

we are wurkingtu serve more children in western North Carolina through our programs in residential

fnstercare cummumty—basedfustercare education, and out-patient therapies. For more information,
visit www.crossnoreschool.orp

th:f-jl
CROSSNORE

school

100 DAR Drive | Crossnore, NC 28616
L (828) 733-4305 = info@crossnoreschool.org & www.crossnoreschool.org
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INSURANCE PROBLEMS?

It's time for a fresh start!

Let's replace the insurance industry puppet
—Million Dollar Lawyer—
bought and paid for by the
wealthy insurance cartel.

Vote for Mike Causey

—a man for the people —

Volunteer or donate online:
and a strong consumer advocate, www.ncdcausey.com

fighting the insurance giants for Or CALL MIKE today:
the common man. 336-210-1947

Paid for by The Miks Causey Campaign
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