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Martin and Myrile Braswell

Married 68 1/2 years Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, mﬂ_ﬂﬁbﬁﬂm
i and shall cleave mnie kis wife: and shall be Married 70 years
Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church mjs wife: and they one Berry Chapel Bapiist Clinrch

Moun Home Espiot Church Wakuat Grove Charch
Marriage And Family, Our Foundation

By Donz Hamell

This past month hes been lots of fim talking to older conples around the region of Western Morth Carolins that Blne Ridee Christian Mews is proud fo serve.
Spenkins with couples that have been mamied for at least 50 years has been the forns of the Febmeary “LOVE"™ smne for Valentine’s Diay:

The mast smazing thing has boen the similarities betwesn the many different conples T have talked to or gotten letters from The conwversations wers wsually stanted
with the question, what do yom give credit for the long memiage you and your mate have had? The most common thread was their combined faith in God and their
involvement in their local chioches. The phrase evenly yoked, came up many times in the conversations. Comments like we agreed at the bezinming to not fnss and
fight, not to go o bed angry, and being willing to talk things out, One couple szid that going out to McDonald’s at least once a week together for breakfast had been
important.  Several mentioned giving each other space to grow and mamre over the years had been important to them. Another common thresd was not alking negs-
tive to other people about each other and always supporting each other in public. Another common phase was: 10 be focused on a relationship with God and ot just
material things that did not last. Ancother thing that was menfiomed, in just shout all of the discussions, was being willing to tell each other daily that yon loved them.
It has been heartwarming to see the smiles and read the letters we hawe received from the ones festured on the front page this month The rewands of years of bard
work have shone through lowd and clezr. While Barbara and I have not made it to the &0 yesr mark yet, after 33 years we could really ralate to the stories laid out in
front of us. God's path 19 guite clear in his word, 5 couple is to leave their mother snd father snd become one in God’s eyes, and their eyes, nntil death do they part
This act, this combining to become one. 15, kas been and always will be, the very foumdation of society as God plammed 5t The rewards are umfathomable and fo be
regsured thronzhout all time

1 Is your day interrupted with a frequent need to use the restroom?

] - Bladder control issues are not a normal part of aging. Ouwr specislists are here to help with treatment
options to fit your nesds.
Call today for an appointment. m’ Cortne | gl
{EIBI ETD-EEES | wCwic.com u-.:lnu'rlulﬂ-ﬂlnrn ‘-'l;‘-:rlm-l:i HEAITH
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Half of all women
have fibroids by age 50.

Symptoms can include heavy or prolonged periods, frequent urination and pelvic
pressure. Our specialists are here to help with treatment options to fit your needs.

r‘

To talk about your symptoms and treatment options, schedule an
l appointment with Dr. Megan Daw atVWestern Carclina Women's

Specialty Center,

Call today for an appointment.
(828) 670-5665 | wcwsc.com

Carling -y
AN AFFILIATE OF Mission Hear WoOMEN'S HEALTH
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mﬂm~ Yancey Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLLANCES Bear Croek Baptst (4) DENTIST HOME BUYERS
Jonathan's Used Apgliances (31)  Berry Chapel Bapéist (4) Morgaston Pediatrc Dentitry () Salman Home Buyers (31)  RECREATIONAL VECHICLES
Burkemont Baptit (5) High Cowstry Mahindra (1%}
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers Barnpvlle Tih day Adventist (4) EQUIFMENT REPAIR ROSPICE
Buchanan Yoang (36) Faith Felowahip () Superior Comstruction/Napair (45)  Hospice of WeDowell (34)  REHABILTTATION/NURSING
John Greene Chrysler (11) Fist Adveat Christan (4) Hospice of Micchel (35, 45)  Briaa Cester (5, 26,37)
First Baptist Sprace Pime (5) EMPLOYMENT Raspice of Kutherford (20)
AUTOMOBILES - Oil Champe/Servics  Grassy Creek Baptist (1) Carelina Home Care (21) Rospice of Tancey (15) RESTRURANTS
Express Lube (16) Harizsa (4) Bastam Chef (34)
Morganisn Seventh day Adventat (5 EVENTS HOUSING Bubba’ Geod Eats (30)
AUTOMOBILES - Parts Pine Branch Baptint (5) Carclina Theological Seminary (12}  Clayion (20) Western Sizzlin (21)
John's Preceson Auto (1 1) Pleasant Grove Charch of Cressore School (47)
Brathrsn (4) Frosdom Lile (45) INSURANCE RETAL
AUTOMOBLES - Tires Plusmtres Presbytesian (4) Aodrews & Andrews (13)  Grassy Creek Clothing (39)
Spruce Pine Tire (38) Roan Mt Missiemary (5) FINANCIAL SERVICE Fermer Insurance (12)
Woadtzwn Tires (17) Sproce Pime Umited Methodist (4)  Leland Riddle [43) Miller Insurance Greup (41) RETEREMENT
St Lacian Cathelic (5 Mitchell Co, Farm Bureau (45)  Mars Hill Rerement (44)
BEAUTY SALON The Bridge (4) FURNITURE Nation Wide / Trent (46)
Rumers Salon (%) West Burnsville Baptist (5) Buck Saove (11, 27) TAXES
L&8 Fumniters {42) PHARMACT |ackson Hewitt (3%)
BEEF CHIROPRACTIC Paoples Fumiture {15) The Presription Pad (6)
Harvell Hill Farm [23) Cruz Ohiropractic (1) TRANSPORTATION
HEALTH (CARE PLUMBING/HEATING Pichell Co. TFramsit (¥)
BODK STORE CORCRETE SUPPLY Bakerrville Commumity Cimic (13)  Bovieson Plumbing Heating (18)  Tancey Co. Transit (34)
Delingers Book Stare (13) Bosnt's Concrets (1) Mision Heakth {1.1)
Pruit Health Care (21} POOL SERVICE TREE SERVICE
CHURCHES CPA Ken Ray Pooks (IT) Ray's Tree Service {14)
Mtapam Bapiist (1) Jamiz Hiller (30) HEARING AIDES
Bakersville United Methedist (5) Mirade Ear (24) REALTORS
Banner Elk United Methodist (4) Whitson Realty (42)
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Church Di

~ Altapass Baptist |
Church Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
48 Church Road 207 Finabridge Avenua 280 Chapal 51
| aitapassbaptistchurshigecvn, com| Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 “ﬁw
: . F'I'HI'I-I 628) 766-2101 TBCWNC.org werw bemychapelbaptist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Banfield www.pinebranchbapfist net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
Sunday School - 10:00am R R R B " FPastor - Steve Williams
. ' Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Youth Program - 7:00pm Sunday School » 9:45-10:40am Church Ofiice W-F Sunday Evening Care Mea
‘for Christ sges 5-11) Worship Servics » 10:45am 6:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM
 Elatoury Rges G2-1) Sunday Evening * 6:30pm e b R Rk Eve
Wetdnasday - T-00pm 2 F wﬁmhmhmhm Servica T:00 PM
Inhlnmmrlr.
e Beteving Chrorcr Lo Gt o i P v and wod (See o 1720) | |V AT SO0 it I Lol
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton Grine
Methodist Church Sl el b Seventh-day g 1y ke Bl
Y i 211 Lonok Rowd Adventist Church 5
11080 Hwy. 226 South Rttt HEE D 1717 Harrell Hill Road
Bpruce pha,_m: 38TTT s Hﬂ.ﬂrﬂn o 2187 Jamantunnmnuad Bakersyille. NC
T L . “mﬂ'mlhh ¥
wmﬂwmm Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B28-765-7446 Associate Pastor
b b e | [ —— iy Pastor Rick Marcar Pastor: John Smith
T M,
Sabbath (Satu
Sunday School - 10:00am e waratun 11 O AR Bibla Study - sm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am
wwmﬂn- 11:00am mmmmm— Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship - 11:00 am
= soem|  |Vegetarian Buffet after church
The mission of Spruce Fine United m“""‘a"‘:&'ﬁ“""' Wednesday We are a small, Christ-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmm:rm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education, and Nerturing Ssrice and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy ‘m Baptist Banner Elk 'ﬁnnn:mntaig mmm
500 East Fleming Drive u ptist
B g L I United Methodist Church Baptst Church
828-437-1212 “E28 7654620 Banner EI, W bty
.grassyoraskbo.onm BE3EE40
ensoiecdarsiagy - = Pastor: Dr. C. Timothy Fowler
Timothy Fortune & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker s
Associate Pasior Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am unday S 4040
Bunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am Worship Senvice - 11:00
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 9:40 am Sunday Evening - 6230
Wednesday 630PM LAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Trauitional Wership Sendce - 11:00 am Bibe Study - 700
El:ﬂh’tﬁl‘nl.ll‘rﬂ -r.tl;h} T.00pm| Mﬁgﬂ%m m\l;ﬂm Wednesday :
Transforming Lives Through “That Mitchel County MW g 20480 0o | [ g el s e,
The Power of Jesus Christ! may know Christ™ Engish Ciasses - Tues, & Thars. 6 - 5 pm and His Word i bolioved.

Lana's Lines

What Is This Thing Called Love?

By Lana Ellis
Temnassee

Today we are in purswit of an answer 1o the queston
“What is this thing called love™ It must be very impor-
fant according to the trle of 3 song written by Bob Mermll
“Lowe makes the world zo “round.” If vou ever wonder
where you can find love, JTohn Paul Youmg says, “Love is
in the zir Everywhers I look around. Love is in the ir ™
In 1920 zone writer Cole Porter was looking for an answear
when hs penmed the words, “T was 2 bomdrom person leading a life apart when
love flew in through my window wide and quickened my bomdrom bezrt. What
is this thing called love™ For eons song writers and poets have capitalized on this
thing called lowe. As we search for an answer to that gquestion let’s look finther
into Cole Porter’s quest o find the answer. He says “What is this thing called
love-this fimmy thing called fowe? Fast who can solve its mystery? Why shonld
it make 3 fool of me? I saw you there one wonderfol dsy. You took oy beart and
threw it away. That's why I ask the Lord in hesven abowe, “What is thing called
i.l:l"i"E?:,

Aha! Now we're on the right ack — The Lord in hegven has the snswer  Since
thiz month’s izsue of Blue Ridge Christian Wews is forusing on long term mar-
rizges let’s look into God's Word and dig desper into 1 Corinthians 13, “the love
chapter™. Mot only will we laam what lowe i3 but also what keeps marmried couples
together. First of all let's look at what lowe Is not. She says to ber fend, “I wish
o1y busband looked more like that man ™ (Love is nof envious.) He comes home
with biz news and =ays to his stay at home wife and mother of three preschoolers,
“I made a milkion doflar sale today. What have youn done? (Love is nof boast-
ful)y. He says, “It amazes me that I have been so snccessful ™ (Love is not proad.)
She says to him “You're fat! (Love is not ade). In conwversations with others she
emphasizes ber accomplishments, (Love is not self-seeking.) Harsh words are

being spoken. (Lowe is oot easily angered ) Here are some examples of what love
is. The wife says to her busband, “When you can gt avound to it will yvou please
fix the faucet that has been leaking all week.” (Love is patient). He says to ber, “I
know you're not fesling well. I'll take care of our three preschoolers.™ (Lowe is
kind

I’niaﬂepﬁcﬂmlﬁmatuqﬂeswﬂwhmmth&dmupmmm
50 plus vears of marriage. If that is really the case one or both of them has defi-
nitely been practicing

1 Cormthizne 131 All jokes aside rao people living nunder the same roof day
in and day out LT P
will hawe chal- ]
lenges. According
to 1 Tobn 4:7 “The
source af love is
God " We must
know the Source
of Love before we
can be expecied
o lowe another. If
the o individu-
als voing “dll
death do ns par”
have not placed his .
and her faith in Jesus Christ as Savior their marriage is on 2 rocky road from the
beginning with kittle or no chance of survival.

The answer o longzevity of 8 mamiage is found in Jobn 15 — Love is Sacrificial.
The formmla is based on one’s priorities - God frst, vou second, me third. Chuack
and I were mamed fifty-two years before the Lord took him home. You ask,
“How did vou do 17" My answer, “Clnack was a very patient man!!!™

Lana Elliz resides in Kingspor? TN, next door fo grandchiladren. Church iz West
Colonial Hills Bapifst Church.

vwwrw. brenews. com
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Marlene’s Meditations

Marriage — A Priceless Painting
By Marlene Houk
Burke Couny

Eyes staring ar the rhythmic swirls and cadences of the art-
ist’s hand I zazed with wonder as be sketched i the back-
ground. As the orysteries of his artwork umfolded, the slow
nmveiling mesmerized me. Although it took an hour for the
black light chalk arfist to fmish his work, it was worth the watt.
A tranguil mral scene cradled a mstc wooden fence, and the
bhae bird perched happily, singing with ashandon  Strong branches swraved genthy
in the breeze. But a collective gasp rose from the audience when he tamed on
the black light. What had been a blank space in the painfing was now filled with
Jesus' face, and it shone i the clonds, plainky visible. When the special nliraviolet
light revealed Him, it capthured an astounding completion to the pichure.

Ax the artist chicked on
his black lizht it dawned
on me that marmmiage
shonld be considered
sacred because God choss
its symbolism to repre-
sent 4 spiritnal outh 2z
indicated in Bevelation
21:9. The church {people
who have entered into 2

— relagonship with Jesus
Christ) is Jesas® (the Lamb) Bride John 8:12 says, "dnd Jesus said, Tam the ght

af the warid ” Fust as the pichoe gained significance when the light shone, s0,
when Jesus Lights our marmiage, it shitiners with an ethereal beauty. Fesns is the
Lizht of the world, and His covenant with the His Bride, the Church is reflected in
the glow of an earthly podly mamisge.

continwed on page 14
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Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Sheen Baptist Church |  |Baptist Church SB| | Baptist Church
i, NC 28634 255 DTS S 222 West Bumsvills Church R, 4668 Burkemont Rd.
PR e L et e Bumsville, NC 28714 . NC 28655
o wiww. bearcreskbaptist.com (828)-682-3990 A2B-437-2957
s Reverend Bruce Cannen e "mwm
mm : Sunday Schook: $:45 a.m, WAAW. montbap
umm:mmmﬁhﬂ 0 wmsl.ndln].r g E'J:E a5 Moming Service: 1I:|"-!'-Ellla“m. burie tist.om
Lt p Sarvica 10:45 AM Service: 800
Fuson Yiush Wecknssiay's, 5:30 prs Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening pr. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Himaing Sarvioee: el Soreiay of anch marh, £90 pm Evening Worship 6:45 PM Wadnasday Service 6:30 pum.
e 955 Yo ale] mot chicssn sms, BUE | chess you Wednesday Worship 7:30 PM Tt Rl —— Em - Early Worship
il i i ) e ol Sofowars and wervanks of Jetus Civie S:45am - Sunday School
il Toar e Fatwr sl gy wtumery | [*Fior God 50 loved the world, he whin mirisleeing o the spitusl and 11:00am -
i In ey T Eﬂﬁmm E‘El'l.-.* phyeical peeds of ouf charsh ond communiby. -E:'ﬂﬂpm-Ewnhg w“hlp
First Baptist Church of Burnsville Seventh— |  [Faith Fellowship Church
:
St. Lucien’s Spruce Pine day Adventist Church Champ Ray R
Catholic Church 283 Cresl View Road Micavila, NC 28755
121 Tappan Sineet
685 Summit Street Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Bumsville, NC {B26)-675-0204
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 BZA-TRE-0411 B2B-682-T4T6 www flen.ong
Phone (B28) Te5-2224 w5 pruceninafbe, cam www fervadin.org
o . iz Pastor: David Gillespie
Sunday Mass 300 am Driml PH'I.M Sabhath (Saturday) :
Wadnesday Falth Formatfion Pt Luck Lunch svery Sabbath Sunday Schaal - 1000 am
6:00 pm Sunday Schogl - 545 am et the sarmmon for everyone Worship Servics - 10045 am
Food Pantry Wad. 1:00- Sundany Worship - !l.':m‘l;lnmﬂn Bite Shdy - 30 AM 'I'l'i_iﬂi?:ﬂhrﬁdbhmmmﬂ
S Evarsng - 6:30 pm wm-mm - ;}i’.ﬂlﬁ' -
Kinowing Soving Serving Tuesday Uppar Arvd hat deligivieth in his way."
Endm o Godt | Feiowship (Prayer Meafing] Wied -Bpm) Psaim 3723
Bakersville United : a— :
ou can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know
Methodist Church : i e B i
118 §. Mitchell Avenus where your church is and when yon meet by listing
Bakersville, NC 28705 in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible and
B28-T85-0015 effective advertising is specially priced at $300.00 per
vear for our churches - approximately 55.75 a week!
Pastors -
Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
Rev. Gene Lanier
! ] F. a
Sunday School 11:00 AM Call us at 828-765-6800 to enrell in
Morming Worship 10:00 AM this important outreach effort.
"Come grow with us”
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THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust"

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
=Easy transfers
=Delivery service available
=Ohver 150 years of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 davs a week
*Locally owned and operated
=Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914

% ¥ % K K

Official 5 Star Medicare Facility

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

@
an center *» Call us for Reservation Program

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

Assurance For The Doubter

"Little children, let ux nod love with wond or with fongue, | £
bt in deed and truth. Fe will know by thiz that wa are of the -
fruth, and will asnre our keart bgfore Him in whatever onr | g
heart condemns us, for God iz greater than our heart and \ ]
krows ail things. ™ (1 Jolm 3:18-20)

People offen say things like “tmast your beatt™, or “follow
your heart ” But although that may soand good, it is not the best policy. The tuth
is, our own hearts ofien mislead us.

The Lord conymands us here in I John 3:18 not to love others with word or
fongue onky, but in deed and moth. Then He says in 3 19 that if we DO this, then
“We will know by this (these deeds of genuine love) that we are of the math and
will assure our bearts before Him {220 in whatever our heart condemms us; FOR
GOD IS GREATER THAW OUR. HEAFT and knowars all things.™

5o there is an objective tmih with God that is “grester than our heart ™ There
may be times when “opur heart™ doem’t “feal’™ like we are God's — zo0 3 Chris-
tian may have deubts about iz salvation, even when he really does belong to the
Lord. God’s prescription for that person is to do the desds of the Christizm life:
inclnding demonstraimg practical love for his brothers & sisters. He says this fit
shonld comfort you and give you assurance that yon really are His

5o we fnd several important lessons in this passage:

Gemimely Christian people may have doubts about their standing with God. It
is MOT frue that if you have aoy doubes at all, that you are not saved. Jobhn specifi-
cally says here that there are times when the real Christian’s heart will condenin
him — bt God knows betber!

e also see here that WOFRES have an important role in giving the Christian
the assurance of salvation Scripiore makes it clear that we are not SAVED by
our waorks (Eph. 2:8-07, bnat it is alzo evident from these verses that we may be
ASSURED of our salvaton by works (“you will know them by thedr foirs™, BIatt.
T:20).

And finally, we see that the way we “feal” is not a sure indicator of our salva-
fion. Char hearts may “feel” one thing {“our beart condesmms us™) but “(od is

feelings are not the nlfimate measure of our salvation — God's love and grace in
Christ Jesus are!

Sham Thowas is Serfor Paztor at Pleasant Ridee Bapiizt Church in Morganion.
His messapes and devetionals are available @t www shawnethomas. com

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

* Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

* Occupational Therapy In-House

* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour
I 7 Days a Week

* Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

- '.- e S
Call to Schedule a Tour
or Stop By Today!

wwrw bicnews.com
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Altapass Baptist Church

Our Heritage
By Marus Banfisld
Mitchall County

Pzalm 16:58%6 The Lord iz the porfion of ming -
heritance and of my cup: thou maintaiest my lot. The
lings are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yvea, I have a
goodly heritage.

Hally everyone, I trust you have been blessed and
are thankfnl for your bleszings. By the time you read
this I and aroumd 15 others will be on 3 miszion fisld m
Tamaica where mnst there don't have the smallest com-
foxts we take for granted. That being said I want to examine the latter pant of verse
1§ aforementioned, "yea, I have a goodly heritage ™ What is heritaze? Webster's
defines it as; the raditions, achievements, and beliefs that are part of the history of
a cerntzin group of people. Let me say all of us who are the children of God have a
"zoodly heritage.'

Let's look at this together:

1. We all have a Heritagze lefi fo us.

I realize many of you like mysslf do not have a long history of family who
served the Lord. bany of us are examples of God's Mercy and Grace from the
lowvest places in lifs. Apam I too identify with that Thera are others wiho do have
& mch family beritage of seTvice in the Lord and for that they shonld be thankfial.

I wrant all of us to know however that we all have a wonderful heritage lefi tous
by our Loving Heavenly Father through Jesus Chrest oar Lord. Psahm §1: 5 says
"For thow, O God, hast heard myy vows: thou hazt given me the heritage of thoze
that fear tiy mame. ” Did vou catch that precious math from the Word of God? If
we have been saved, we have been given the heritage of all who have ever tmsted
Him' What a concept. Psalm 119:111 says "Thy festimonies have [ taken as an
heritage forever: " Every story from the Bible of God's great deliverance, protec-
nion, provision, power, and preservanion is now part of our beritape. To putitasa
young song writer from Wilkesboro BC. said it "Our Saviour is Glorious, Mag-
nificent, Marvelons is He! There is no other one that Can do what he has done for
me. Wonderfill Incredible He's able to meet my needs. That's just Fesus and what
Hs is to me!™ Praise His Holy Name! What a Truly Rich Hertags God has left for
all of us. May He halp ns to traly guard and sppreciate our beritaga!

2. We all have a Herifage we are living.

We have been entmisted with this Rich Heritaze and we need to strive to live it
ot i the best of our ability in 8 Godly fashion before others.

Matthew 5:16 teaches "Let your Hght 5o shine before man, that they may see
your good works, and Glorffr vour Father whick i3 in hemven. " We need to be
aware that Fobn and Jane O). Public are warching our every action fo see how we
Irve put cur beritage. Motice also I Timodhy 4:12 "Let no man despise thy yvoush,
but be thou an example of the beltevers, in word, i corverzation, in charity, m
spirit, im flaath, in purife " As we live ouf our heritage we pinst keep this in mmind.
My friends we are in 8 very serious integrity crisis i the Christian faith ke never
before and the Lost World sees it! God belp s to be an example of Christ Like
believers. May our word be ttue and may it be our bond. May our lives reflect the
heritage of our Saviour MMay we love as Jesus loved. May each of us endeavor 1o
wilk in the spirit. May we live ont our farth in the good times as well as the bad.
{(We have too mamy "Fair Weather Christians" now.") And finally, msy we live ont
our heritage in the purity of the Teaching of the Word of God im all aspects of our
Lives.

3.We all have a Heritage we are leaving.

Sompeone has well said "Fast one short life will soon be passed. Cmly what's
done for Christ will Last " The longer I live the more I realize just how short life
is. Mo wonder Moses zaid " Tesch me to munber moy days." As I come to the close
of these thoughts T fieel this 1=t point is mest critical. We all know stories of peo-
ple who statted well in the faith snd then scooehow fell by the wayside. God help
us t0 Lesve 8 Bich Heritage of Faithfulness fo the end so those coming behind us
will hawe a clear path fo follow. The Apostle Paul admonishes us in I Corinthians
927 * I keep myy body, and bring it into suljection: lest that by any means, whaen T
have preached fo others, Tmysalf should be a castaway. " What does it mean fo be-
come a castmedy” Allow me to illnstrate: oy wife kas a very pretty teapot that sits
in our home. It is very special to her. To anyone else it would be useless becanse
it has a crack in the bofom and it leaks rermbly. She keeps it becanse of memores
of days gone by in ber childhood. It has no useful valie amymore. It is precious to
the cramer, bt only in regard to what used to be and what might have been. That
is what Panl is conveying here. Many have served God well snd are precious to
Him However, becsuse of nnrepented and unforsaken sin, these individuals are
now placed on a shelf spirimeally speaking and have become memories of what
nsed to be and what might have been They are no longer making an impact for
the kingdom of our saviour. God help us and challenge ns to never become 2
Castaway!

In closing, let me reference the Apostle Panl cne more in IT Timodhy 4:6-0.
"For I am now ready fo be gffered, and the time gf my depariume is at hand, T have
Jought a pood fght, T have fimizhed my cowrse, I henoe kapt the fiaith: hencgforih
rhere is laid up for me a crovwn gf riphteousness, which the Lord, the righteons
Judge, shail give ma ai that day. and net to me onl), bur wnro all them alse that
love hiz appearing. Do thy diligence fo come shartly unto me. " What 3 fremen-
dons challenga. As we lesve our heritage for fiture pensrations may we leave
snch an impact on ofhers that they will want what we bad and may they want to
zZo where we have gone in death. (After all we are receiving a great reward!) D
William Culbsrizon ended every prayer be prayed "Lord help us to end well." Wa
certzinty need to fry our very best to leave a great and Godly Heritage for those
who follow. I personally begin each day in prayer asking God to " Give me a clear
miind and 2 clean beart that I may walk in His will today." Dr. JTames Lockes told
I VEATS g0, 85 4 young preacher, that if T wounld begin each day with prayer and

Bible reading it would be aafully hard to walk sway from God and my calling. I
persoaslly have mied for over 20 years to remember and practice that ruth. [ have
foumd it to be tree on many eccasions of temptaton. I realize we are all hnman
and we all have our faakts bt with the help of God, we can Live Out and Leave a
"Godly Heritage."

Until next time, you keep looking up and keep your eves oo Him!
Dir Benfield is the Senior Pastor gf A ltapazs Bapist Church im Spruce Pine. He
Jormarly pastored m Alexander County, NC for 20 vears befbee coming to Alta-
pass in October 2011,

Yancey County Hospice

(Grieving the Loss of a Spouse
By Tacob Willis
Famcay Couniy

More than your children, parents, or friends, your
spouse knows you more infimately than snyone. You
share in life’s ups and downs, the ebb and flow of life
tzkes you on a journey 35 one. That's why the Bikle
s3ys, “The two shall become one fesh™. It is a rela-
tionship like no other When mamiage is good there is
nothing elze like it. People who mot married in High
School and have lived together their whols lives should be thankful. People who
are diverced and remarried knevar this is 2 second chance on what God established
a5 the most holy of endeavors. Mamiage is the first insomton of God before the
Mation of Israel, before the church and before homan government. God knew
Mankind should not be slose. We nead a parmer. someone to navigate life with.
5o what is to be done when the love of your Llife passes away?

First of all it is of the wmost importance to work our way through it You don't
Eet over it, becanse unlike amy other loss, a part of yvou has died. A part that this
side of eternity vou can never get back. “Lefting patience ke itz perfect work,
Jampes 1:47 is the first step.  You are nof going to get over it, but vou will get
through it with God’s belp. You may find in the first few months that even normal
everyday life is difficult to navigate. Yoo have spent the majority of your lifs in
many cases adjusting to and complimenting one another. You became dependent
on each other for certain things. You conscionsly or subcomscioushy assizned cer-
tain household tasks to each other and many tasks yon did together Thesefore.
folding Enmdry, cntting the prass. paying the bills, and other simple things bring
memariss, challenges. and grief. Be patient during thess times. Understand that
eriaf iz a marathon, A process, and if yon patentdy grieve you will be comforted
Matthenw 5:4.

Secondly, clean out the closet. When you feel good and ready in a fisnrative
semse begin to deal with your gref. I will never forzet the finality of themn clean-
ing out my grandfather’s closet, gone were the things most associated with kim
Many of his clothes we zave away, others I kept and wore, others sull vet we
left in the back of the closet. It is important that some painful memories we give
away. We give them to God and no longer camy them, because thev don’t fit us or
our loved one anymors. God is the only one Big enough fo handle some harnts, so
give them to Him. Some memories we need to share with others and give therm
mway. Certain mwaasurss shout peopls in yvour family need to be shared so that
others can remember them Becanse, remember our loved one lives on throngh
the positive ways they impact our lives. This is to be shared and celebrated Then
still there are other memornies we keep to oursebres. Intimate things you shared
tozether as lovers, friends, and parmers. These are your freasures and no one
glsa’s, Unpacking all of this takes fime, patience, and the Spirit of God to lead us
10 imderstanding and hope.

Finalky, it is imporant for us to reinvent ourselves. 5o nmach of us died with
our sponse and it can be hard to find ourselves during this tme., However, it is of
Ereat mmportance 1o do so. We need to find owt what life is pow. It is important by
the leadership of the Holy Spirit to set goals, to remember and find new positive
activities that you ook forwrard to participating in.  Get meolved in the lives of
others. and this will help you positively progress throwgh vour grief

God left yvou here for 3 porposs and remember in lesing your best friend hare
on earth, God is bere to be a friend that sticks closer than a brother A friend who
is acquaimted with grief and somow. When you take this burt to Jesus vou are tak-
ing it to someons who understands and oves yow

Jacol Wiilis iz an ordained pazéor and Beremement Coordingtor for Yancay
Cowunfy Hozpice. Tou may contact him af jacobwighospiceafiancey.org.
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Hope, Recovery

It Happened Because of Prayer
Rick and Cindy hercer
Burke County

Dion’t you bove it when you are dead sef on “not™
doing something? Well. | et is exactiy how we falt
last mcavth when the Tannary Bloe Ridze Chrictian
Hews (BRCH) articles wese doe. We kmew that the
Tarnesry izse wonld be hishlightine sddictions. And
thet topic has the tendency o srike a litfle chord
within us. We knew we could submit an extremely
pessonal articles bt resolved o the fact that we
wiouldn't do thet. So. . we didnt And now we sre. I=n't that fimny?

It seemed more sppropriate to suboit & good story that emphasized the inportance
of surendering o Jesns no matter what issne or “addiction”™ one miay be going through
The anticle about “Mountsin Bob™ was subnmited and appeared in bast month's BRCH
izme. Mow there it was done and time to move oo to Febmery! That was notil we had
the pleasure of meetne and visitne with Dong Hamell, BE.CH Publisher. Dhoug was
mwited to our church to interview a3 couple for the Felbmary jzse thet had been married
for 68 years! W all sat togsther at our fellowship hmch snd had 3 great time geiting
to know Mr Harrell. I notdced noy nshand  Bick, whao is the pastor of the Morgsnton
Seenth-dany Adventict Chinrch having 3 rather in-depth conversation with br Harred]l
Howy, that cenminly isn't tmnsus] for bim so T didn’t think awphing of the infersction.
That is, until my Inchand numed o me and said “Looks like we are going to submit
the amicle amyway.™ Towhich Ireplied “Which article™ iy lmsband replied ““Yom
know, the one we were supposed to swhoit kst mond ™ (With a smile on his face) I
replied back wid, “Obbbh . ok

I kmew excactly what article he meant. As poy Inwsband bad visited with Bir Harrell
our story of 3 samed marmiaze (1o sxy the least), dmg and Inst addictions had pigued
his inferest. He wanted vs o tell the story. And it seems thet God would like it told
m order for Him fo receive glory of 2 mamizge once destined for disaster that now has
Victory in Jeses!

Char whirlwind roniance began on Barch 20, 1997 with 2 blind dase. T can onky
imzrimes 35 most people resd this amicle that i conld be conclnded that the blmd date
should ke been 8 wammdng sign (Smils)

My bnshiand was a Certified Public Acconntant and poultry fiomer for Tyson Foods
at the time and [ was a Fegstered Murse working in the operating room. He was knee
deep in tax season, nat consented to having a “tme-pat” for @ dete with me. We had
never mef, and had only talked on the phone 3 few tmes. We didn 't have Facebook,
Instzeram or FaceTime to “check each other out.™ What we did have was mmfusl tmast
worthy friends and family members who had mesissed we were perfect for each other!

Honesily, neither one of us had miended on Slling inlove .. at least not on the first
date. But we did We were very happy that our blind dase was going so smarmingly
well. Spwell m fact that he ssked mea to mamy hom that might! Abight I really know
wihat vou zre thinking mow. Vow will find it coonforting to know that we did not namy
right away. _we waited until after tax season was over That's pht! We marmed on
My 3, 1007

e blended our families fxirly seamleccly. Fick with two boys zzes § & 7 and me
with & 2 year old boy. Everyone seemed happy and I was sure [ had fomd nry Prince
Cheamming. And he was chamming. He said and did all of the nght thimes, T didn's think
things could possibly be amy bester

As time went on, I realized that my “Prince Charming™ had some problems to say the
least. Diy busband was an alooholic, and vsed dmigs on 3 consistent basis. Lusthada
bold on bis life and it was tearng our famity apart. Evenmually, be began uzing crystal
meth and that is a force to be reckoned with for sure! It 15 important to noge, that when
I mammied nry bushemd that be didn’t lopk like somepne who was 3 dog nser. . i fact
it was quite the opposite or I never wrould have marmied him. In the beginnine he went
to work at the office. alorays dressive nice. Later om, e moved the office to mr homne
so be could be more ooqobved with the farm.  Thete were definitely pood times, Tt for
the majority of the first seven vears of our mamiage, I put ap with some very difficnlt
challenres. There were many momings I eould leave o go o work ondy to find him
coming i the door as I lefi out. Suffice it to szy, our home life was misetable. For
mAny reasons, details cannot be shared in this article, bt I am sure vouw can all nse your
InEminstions. lhadmtmmymudﬂmlmmhlmvehmbﬁmaﬁ}mmi
“HE WILL HEVER. CHANMGE.” And I believed that more than amyone.

And that is when it happensed.  Fervent prayer had been moy comfort throwsh all of
this. Iwasa Christian but honesthy lacked the faith I nepded I was at 2 breaking poimt
and knew our merrizge was about to end  However, I conbdn’t bear the thaught of our
family splitting up as we now kad 2 balby tozether which gave ns four wondierfin beys!
I had been acking (od for 3 miracle. bat hksd resolved to the faor that Twas't zeting 3
miracle in oy lifetime.

Cme moming as [ 'was getting ready for work, Ibegan to plead and pray as never be-
fore [ wanted released from this sitnation more than anything! It was then that T heard
God speak to ooy beart. It was as if T heard andibly, “Cindy, if you leave. . vou will
not have a testimomy.” Tt seemed a5 if T arpoed with God for over 15 mimeies. I gave
up of ooarse. I made the commitment that very day to pray and fast unt] ooy lnshand
came 1o know the Lord as bis persons] Savior. I really did not know what the next day,
ler alone the next bour would bonz. ©ondy knew for certain that God was going to do
something m nay Life if T wonld be obedient and follow His instoctions. Ol umte me,
avad Twill aruneer thee, and show thee gread and mishiy things, which thou Enowest not.
Jeresmish 33:3 KTV

The joarney was more than incredible. For so mamy years I had asked God to chanze
o1y bushand. And theat was 3 “Just” prayer. . in ooy opimon. As T anese each moming
o pray and shady at 4 am. I did see some interecting changes i my ishand over time.
But the bizgest chanze was the one [ was sesing in mry own life. Thers was no way [
cionbd see it then but God was refining me for things in ooy life that would be revealed
many years later. The Holy Spint convicted me of some real life changing things that 1
conkd not vmderstamd at the time, nat I knew there was a purpose in this plan.

I am sure it came as a relief o myy hosband dest noy nagging him hed ceased. My
spiritnal joamey had trowzht me 1o a place where I found forgiveness for ooy boshand.
I oo lonzer held om to the past, I was only booking forward so the fonme. And it was
lookine mnach brighter! As God was changing me it got the stention of ooy nshand.
He nodced I was a lot and I do mean 3 lot ndcer to him. I oo longer saw him 2= the en-
enry and actually was praying specifically for God to give me a new heart T servonsly
asked God one day to give ooy bushand a new wife. . and to let it be me.

Char miarmisge took 8 tom. .8 tom tovrard God. Thene were mo overnight success
stories. . anly “one prayer at 8 time stories.” Ax Flick flled his life with niore and moee
of Jesus, all the other things were pushed out. The drugs, hast, alcobol and tohacoo
lost thedr bold on bis Life. Tlowve the guote that nry hoshand shares frequently. He says,
“¥iou can't stomp sin out of your life, but vou can aowd it out with Fesus!™

Rick fally surrendered his Life to the Lord and we begm serving wherever we weme
needed We made s decision o give the rest of our life o God. Whatever He asked,
we did. We simply said “Yes, Lord™ “Whergione hie iz able also fo save them fo the
uiTErTRosT et cone wree Goodd By hum, seemE he ever et fo make infercession fbr
tham. ~ Hebrews T:25-EKTV

Within a short period of tme. we began to sense (30d leadime ns meo mivictry. But
that seemed impozsible. We lived in nural Sowthem Arkansas and mized close fo 8 mil-
lion chickens = yesr Char farm wiould not be that simple to ssll. Fhick shared hiz dasire
o g0 into nyinkstry wits his ruons ome day:. She said, “Tf God wanes youn in the nyinistry,
He will send someomns to bay vour farm.™ That very night we received a call from a
lady wanting to buy owr farm! Coly God can wiork that fast!

A promidse that I claimed every day and stll consider i o1y special verse is Ephesians
20K " Now unto kim that & able fo do exceading abundmiy above all thar wa
azk ar think, according fo the power thal workedt in uz, " God's promdses are sure. The
journey i the bezinning when our life took a new course was very sumeal, and hon-
esthy still s &t tmes. It all happemed becaise of prayer!!

This coming May we will celebrate our 2sh wedding apniversary! I marvel at the
magnitude that the Lord has worked with us. . very patiently I mizht add. Fick was
called inte pastoral ministerial work in 2004, We hawve never looked back or doubted
God's hand.  Cumrently, oy boshemd semves a5 dee pastor for the Biormamion Seventh-
day Adventict Chonch smnd T work part time 35 Prayer S Wiomen's hinistry Director for
the Carpling S04 Conference and per-diem fior BMorpanion Eye Pinvsicians.

A man one day came ap to Dwight L. Moody and said, " I've vet o see what God
can do with 2 man thar gives his whole heart o God.” To which Moody responded, T
WANT TO BE THAT MAN!" There are no limdts to wheat God can do to 2 bearnt com-
pletely surendered fo Him. Toost Him with your life today. T will be the best decision
VO CAD ever make!

Rick Mercer iz the pastor of the Morganton Seventh-day daventirt Church ar
2187 Jomeztowh Road, Morsanion. They can be reached at §70-820-3542 ar
gimercariaitads. ner. Check ot www.morganionsda.org. Ther passion iz fe share
the love aff Jesus with all who will lizfen.

Celebrate Recovery Update

By Bruce Cammon
Mizchell Cowrgy

Mitchell County’s Calebrate Recovery meets st Bear Creek
Bapdst Cinarch, 327 Bear Cresk Cinirch Foad, Bakersville,
every Thursday evening at Tpm. Following a time of teaching \1
s worship small proups fior men women and families neet
for support, encourazement and prayer. Healing is taking place
in the families and suppart i being ziven to those seeking to recover from dmes and
slcohol addicton.

Some of the families attending are umable fo gef the one struzgling with addicbion to
attend bt they come by themselves for encoursgement, instmuction, prayer and help.
How families can help those stugeling with addiction:
= Ty mot w0 acouse of judze. Awvoid name calling,
= Do not enahle. Do not prondde excoses. Do not ive in denial of this problem
= Do not shield the addicted from the consequences of their addiction. People are more
likely to change if they have soffered encush nepative consequences.
= Set bonndares that vou all agmee on
= If you want to provide fmemeisl soppent, bay the soods amd services they nesd in-
stead of giving deem meoney thet theyr mightuse to buy alochol or dnags.
= Becognize and acknowladge the potential the addicted one kas and promote theat.
= Bahawe exactly as you would if your loved one had a seriows illness,

How families can help themselves:

= Take care of yvourself Living wits this problem is exhausting. Families also need
time and help to recover

wants o help. Pest m Him

= Avpid self-blame You can't contol another person's decisions, and you can’t force
thern to changa.

= Ask for help. Share with those you cam trost so they will be prayving for youo and for
the sddicred ome.

= Arend recovery mestines so yow may haar how God is helping others who are soing
through the same thing.

= If at all possible, oy not 1o be nezative. That may only mcrease their fealings of gkt
aned push them further into using.

If this ministry can be of belp to you please feel welcome to jom s, More informs-
won may be obamed by calling Fosh Wise ar EXE-383-0061 or Pastor Brace Cannon at
S10-576-2100.

Rev. Bruce Cannon curranily semaes as the Seior Pastor gf Bear Creek Bapiist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served as Director gf Missions for the Biadan
Baptist dssocianon and has served on the General Board gf the Bapiizt State Con-
wantion gf North Caroling.
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Life Lessons

The Love Story
Dioug Harrell

This month we are focused on long term marmiage
relanionships for Valentine's Diay. This imvolves more
than just mamiage relatonships, it imvolves the whole
foundstion of the family and the family strocture. Bdat-
thew 194 dnd be anowered and sard unfo them, Have
i not read |, that e which made them at the Besinning
made the male and female. Throughout the entire Bible
this thought is conveyed. Mosah took them in two by
oo, male and female to provide for a contfimuaton of the races.

All of this is well and good, but bow do we as lnomans keep this marmmiage alive
and the family infact? A good mamiage is pever easy, but it is well worth the ef-
fort. In today's world, there is an epidemic of divorces and sinzle parent homes.
It seems that the common thread today is “if it s not working, we will just divorce
and zo our separate ways. MMy wife, Barbara, and I decided many years ago, that
we would make it for better or worse, nnnl desth do us part! There have been
fmmes in the past 53 years that it was ahmost death premafurely, most of the thne
because of something I did or did not do.

Ac T see the stress put on lives becanse of the blendimg of families todey, T am
thankful for the fortitade that we, as a couple, have made to keep it togsther Ome
of the best cligues I have heard was “if the grass is greener on the other side of the
fence, why don’t vou ry fertilizing your side™! I have found that there were sev-
eral things that have been basic to keeping the romance alive. We decided vears
agn, that we would never criticize each other in public or to someone else, that we
wipuld lift each other up rather than tear each other down, and that we wonld not
walk our and go spend the nizht somewhere else if we were angry. There have
been several nighis that we spent all night mlking, but zoing to bed angry was not
81 OpTEOTL.

It is moportant to constantly remind, or tell, your mate that yoo lowe them amd
io be flirting with them through the years. Thers is value in constantly reminding
the other that you are sure zlad you married them! There shonld not be a day that
zoes by withont you praving for your mate and giving the Lord thanks for provid-
ing ber or kim for you.

Cme sbsolutely crtical thing is that vou be evenly voked, 2 Corinthians 6:14
"Be ya not unequally yoked fogether with unbelievers. for what fellowship Rath
righteousness with wrighteous? And what? communton hath gkt with dark-
mess T A soong relatonship with the Logd is the first building block of aoy
marmmiaze relatonship. Attending worship together with the famdly is no gnarantee
that the family will not siray, but if is a starting point. You and your mate omast
always be tue to God, yvourselves and each other. If children are involved, you
omist mormre and pride them firmby at times, and make sure that they have 3 deep
appreciation for right and wrong. Eeeping them involved im church related activi-
fies iz A pood start but you most be on constant puard. Satan never ceases fo work.
Proverhs 22:6 "Train up @ child i the way ke should go: and when ke i old, he
will rot depar? from it",

The best sermon that yon will ever preach fo your children is your life example
for them. If you chest, lie, steal, curse and do things that are not good, then youn
don't really have onach you can say. Abways be true to God's teaching, o the best
of vour ability, and set an exaniple that youn can be proud of Let your wife and
your children know that you love God, your mate and them, in that order. I pray
for a happy Valentne’s day for each of you.

Mitchell County
Residents Call,

Mitchell County
Transportation

688-4715

We treat you like family
Friendly, Safe, Reliable & Affordable

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

My Answer

The Unired States has inauguraied a new president, but
Americans everywhers are experiencing a sertous lack of
umity. 5gll. there is a possibility for healing. Billy Grabham
and Franklin Graham say that only can be achieved by
seaking Grod.

Thergfore lat uz pursue the things which make for peace
and the thimgs by which one may edify anotier
Fomans 14:19 (KETV)

If there’s anything Americans likely can agree upon, if's just how divided
their United States has become. Anger, dissension and fear have become primary
drivers as many people lean on thedr owmn understanding rather than seeking God
during these tmes,

Billy and Franklin Graham know that thess hoonltwons waters can be navigated
only through prayer In a recent Facebook post, Franklin Graham urged Amer-
cans to pull together
“ e need to go bevond politics and come together in prayer,” he wrote. “Dem-
ocrats and Republicans kave to work together and make choices for the good of
the nation ™

Uity is particularly critical for Christisns; Billy Graham writes below in this
My Answer cobumn. Be encouraged as you read how you can be a difference-
maker in 3 roukled world

Q: Why can’t Christians seem to gat slong with each other? We have a few
people in our charch who do pothing but criticize everything (inchding our pas-
tor), and they just generally like to make trouble. Haven't they ever heard that
Christians ought to love one other?

A: The Bible is clear: love for others should be the mark of anyone who claims to
follow Christ. Jesus said "By fhis everyone will mow that you are my dizciples, i
you love ong anothar ™ (John 13:35)

Orwer the years, I've talked with 2 number of pastors who had experienced some
kind of trouble in their churches. Sometimes they admittedly were at fanlt, per-
haps neplecting their pastoral duties or failing fo prepare their sermons sdequately:
But sadly, in many cases they had become discouraped solely becanse a few
diszmmiled people opposed thenr—just as these people had opposed their prede-
CESS0I5.

Why did they oppose them? Perhaps they wanted to control everything, or al-
ways be the center of attention. Or perhaps they were driven by jealonsy or anger
or some other hidden motive. But whatever the reason, they were opposing God's
servants and blockimg His work—and that is always wrong. The Eible wams,
“Dan 't grusnbie apainst one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judsed ™
(Tames 5:9%.

Diom’t lef the sins of a few keep vou from Christ, and dom't let their negative
attimdes poison vou and your support for vour charch and its pastor. Instead. pray
for therm—and if God grves you an opporhanity, confront them abont their need to
be fillad with Christ’s love. In addition your church's elected leaders miay need to
infervene. The Bible sayvs, “Lef the peace af Christ rule i vour hearis, since as
membars of one body you were called to peace ™ (Coloszians 3:15).
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By Allen Buchanan
Mirchell County

Tane 1972 was my first summer living in the Lily
Branch Convmmity of Mitchell County. Eipht months
earlier o1y dad had accepted the call to Pastor Lily Branch
Baptist Chuoch. It was Satardsy afiemoon at the parson-
age and I was in my bedroom after taking a bath.

This particular weekend was Decoraton at Lily Branch.
The cemetery across the road was filled with families
placing flowers on grave sites a5 memorials. Old fiends

Little did I know ny life was about to change, The chuarch nmsic director,
Marparst Murdeck. decided to stop at the parsonage snd introdoce her nieces
from Maryland Swzan 14, Sherri 12 and Teresa 10. Margaret’s nephew, Tim. a
good friend of mins was fagring along As they entered the howse I oras trying
fo be very quist since oIy room was so Close to the living room. While everyons
was falking, I accidentally knocked over a large glass container of marbles that T
collected Imagine the loud noise as everything hit the hardwood floors. Mo more
hidimg for me. Embamrassed, I joined them and was infroduced to Margaret's
niECes.

In nearby Bumsville a camival was in town. Margaret asked if I'd like to go
fo this with them. On the way, [ rode ap front beside Susan yet 1 had my eye on
Shemri in the back seat. Her smile and long hair got ooy attenton. Later oo, a3 we
headed home. I rode in the back with ber The following week, Sherri came o
Vacation Bible School and we becams friends.

Long before the internet. email and cellphones, we wrote handwritten lefiers.
For the next 10 years, Sherri and I would see each other the 3rd weekend of Jane
and dats for one week. The rest of the year we wrote letters. Every mow and themn
we would talk on the phone. S0 exciting!

In March 1982, Sherri was living with Susan’s family in Chattanooga, TH. Her
brother-in-law was in college thers, Sherm
helped Susan with their children. We were
living in Futherfordion, 1T and Iwas a
student st McDowell Tech i Manon. T sent
Shemi money for a bus acket to come for
a weekend visit. The excitement wailing
for her at the bus station was s0 mfense. Tn
preparation of her visit, I remember telling
oy dad how much I loved her and if T didn’t
ask her to marry me seon, I orould make a

That weakend we traveled to the monntains to visit with friends and discoss our
futare togsther. Cold weather, fog and rain did not dampen cur time together. We
decided that if T conld get a job, even a pari-fime jok, we would get engaged. Cnly
a few days passed and I had a job as the evening receptionist at McDiowell Tech.
Guess what this meant? I asked my mom not to tell Sherrd if she called. T wanted
io tell her. Sherri did call snd mom had to tell ker. I should have never asked mom
fo lie, so that was okay.

At the end of MMarch, cur family moved back to the mountaing. Soon I pur-
chased an enrapement ring and startsd coumting dosm the days when I conld give
it to her. I was o afraid I would lose it. Sherm lived nearly G600 miles from Bak-
ersville. Her sister, Teresa was zetting married June 12th and T wanted to be there.
Since I had pever visited Sherr and wasn't going to travel alone, her cousin, Dhale
Minrdock went with me. Afrer visiting with her family, we drove fo her uncle’s
house for the night. It was there that I proposed and Sherm said, “Yes!™ I was so
tired from traveling, yet too excited to sleep. We decided not to tell aomyonme il
after the weddinz, because it was Teresa's big day. While the ladies were gefting
ready, someone slipped and let Sherri’s mother know. Her father was told in the
receiving line sfter the wedding by Tersza's mother-in-law. Definitely not the way
we planned it

That summer was one of the best times we®d ever had together! We chose to
zet mamied Movember 28th durimg nry Thanksgiving Holidays. After our homney-
moon, we moved to Snow Creek and joined Bear Creek Haptist Church In 1983,
I applied for 2 full-tme job at Mayiand Convmanity Colleps snd got it Two years
later, we moved to the Bear Creek Community and we've been together 34 years,
Grod is good! The whole ime I've known my sweetheart, we've worked to put
God first in everything. Many years ago, my dad stated that “Sherm and I were
foplish over each other™. I like to think our foolishness has never stopped. I can’t
imagine life without ber. Sherm, I love vou and wish you a very Happy Valenting's
Deay!

—

Allen Brchamam is @ freelamce Chriztian weiter Allen artends Beagr Crock Boptist
church.

By George Patton Ir
Burke Cownty

Well I had hoped this artcle I could write about
the oldest couple stll alive in Kenya, but they passed
away last vear afier being marmied for 79 vears. It
really cansad me to start thinking about my oam wife.
She has been in heaven now for 10 years this com-
ing Tuly. It was becanse of her that T s where T am
now. We had worked together for 5 years before God
saw fit to put us together. [ was a manger in a factory
and she was @ foreman. A frer we went out to eat for the first time [ knew it was
love at first sight. However, she was a Christian and [ was not.  She mamied me
sayvhow. For 3 years, she prayed for me daily and inwited me to church with her
baut I continwed to refuse. I was a business man and all I was concerned with
was money and power. Finally, one Sunday I went. It was the next day afier the
pastor visited our home that I gave my life to Christ. The following year I left the
factory and all the money and we moved to the border of Mexico to be missionar-
ies. She was taking cancer treatments af the time. but we were sble to move her
care to the Texac' Mexico border. She was willing to leave her biz house and cars
and all just to take the Lord"s mescaze. We wers only there abont O months amd
thie canCer Erew Worse, Causng ns to retum home. We arrived back to Morzan-
ton in Japwary., We were a5 poor as a charch monse. For Valentines that year we
could not afford anything for one another so we went to Walman and found each
other 3 card and a gift. We mef in the aisle and exchanged zifts and cards. I said
sweetheart this is what I would have gotten you if [ could, she said the same to
me. It was atonching moment. We, afier exchanping gifis and cards, pot the
things back and went home.
The next year I started Bible
School and six monihs after
that we zotf our first church,
She was such a wonderfal
pastor's wife. The people
loved her. However, in March
of 2007 they told us that there
was nothing elze they could
do the cancer had zotten
too bad Her zoal was that
she would be able to attend
my graduation froon Bible
College which she did and
ber second goal was that our
yuu:gestﬁunwhnmhaﬂaﬂuptﬂlwmldmlﬂ Ehehadgdmnmmahml
85 Ibs. She stll never missed a day of charch. I would pick her up and pat her
in the wheel chair and wheel her i, 5he said never let me miiss a day. She only
missed one Sunday. The Sunday before che passed. I had planned 3 special
service that last Sumday night she attended. Ihid 3 dozen roses under the pulpit.
Afier the praise and worship, I said I have something fo say. I began to express to
her my gratimde for being the
wonderful wife she had been_
I thanked her for bringing me
to Christ and for being there
for me and the children. I
thanked her for loving me
even when I was unlovable I
reached under the pulpit and
took out the fowers whils the
sound people played Dolly
Parton’s song “T will always
love you™ I got down on
one knee in front of her
whee] chair and poared owt
nay beart to her for all she
had mesnt tome. The whole
cloarch was crving.  That was
ber last Sunday. The follow-
ing wesk pur son turmed 18.
The next day she started talking sbout angals. I told ber everything was going
to be ok. The following day she slipped info a coma. Then oo July 4th I set by
her bedside from fam unil 2pm. I knew the Lord was going to take her home
bat I promised her that T wonld not let 2o of her hand umt] Jesus took the other
At Zpm she lifted up her little hand towards heaven and smiled snd took her Last
breath. She had finished her tace. Dear fiends please do not take for granted that
one you love. Tell them every day just bow special they are. I sure do miss my
wife, butf know somedsy soon we will be reumited agaim.

Georee Patton i an evamgeiiztmissionary o the world from Grace Baptist
Church in Morganton.

Jae
)

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

warw brenews com
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Snow Hill Baptist Church
No Regrets Family-Kindle the Flame

By Pastor Dean Homeycutt
Mirchell County

We have not experienced mach winter yet, tat [ am
sure we will fesl the cold again before it's all over
Sometimes it gets really cold up here on Henson Creek.
T have sean the creek freeze over and the wind blow
snow sidewsays. And when it is really cold (I mesn bone
chilling cold) and we bave to keep the water moning
io keep the pipes from freezing I keep a big fire in the
stove going full blast all day. Pam does not like to get cold. I it is not above
seventy in the honse she is cold. Fast before we zo to bed I pack the stove full of
wood, but that fire will nof last all night. It has been bumimg hot, but it will die
down. That is when I get up in the middie of the night snd pot more wood oo the
fire. This keeps the house warm and everyvbody happy.

Marriaga is a lot like keepimg 2 fire, vou have to keep adding to it or the flama
will die dowm, and if ¥ou do not kindle the fame the fire will o out. A lof of
marmied couples get into wouble
simply becanse they do not “kindle the
flame " One thing I have leamed afier
nearly twenty five years of marnage
is that vou cannof be selfish. I have o
zive of mysealf and Pam has to give of
herself. Marriage is not atout chang-
ng your mate-- it is shout you becom-
ing the right person for vour mate,
and that my friend takes work. Every
e I do something that Pam does mot
expect me to do, for example wash a
load of clothes, or load the dishwrasher, it is like throwing a piece of wood on the
fire. I do not know what I would do if I came boone and saw Pam changing the il
io ooy tmack, ha ha! Just teasing on that one, bot when Pam does things for me—
just little acts of lowe it is like throwing a piece of wood on the fire. Little acts of
kindness go a long way.

Fomance is very important in 3 mamiage and, like most men, [ stink ar chis,
But, for twentv-five vears, Friday night is date nighet for Pam and me_ This is
something that has been 3 memendows lessing to ws. It has given us pnch needed
e to talk and spend time tozether 35 3 couple. We wers encouraged to do this
bafore we wers married and it has proven to be great advics, and T would encouar-
ape every coupls to do the same Dating your spouse is like throwing another “log
on the fire™ --it will kindle the fame.

Cme evening during that first year of mamiaze Pam and [ went out to eat. I
wanfed to take her somewhere nice because she is worth it. We went info a fancy
restaurant and fooked at the menn. T gquickly realized that we could not afford to
eat thete and we ended up at a Long John Silvers. That was the first time Pam
EVEr saw me Cry becanse I was ashamed that T conld not provide more for us. God
raught me 3 very important lessom. If our marmriage is based solely on what I can
provide then it is doomed; however, if it is based on what God can do through
s them it will be blecsed. Money cannot buy happiness. I later leamed. with the
belp of my dear wife, that where we ate was not nearly as mportant as the two of
ns just being together. I would liks to encourage couples fo spend time with each
other Tam amazed at bow many couples arrive at the same place, but in separate
vehickes. Do not gat so busy with work, bobbies or friends that yon forget each
other Dk not let facebook or finances come between vou and your sponse. Hus-
bands step up and rekindls that love that brought you and your wife together and
newver lef that flame go ot

I would like to share with yon some scrpture from the ook of Proverbs that
has been a blessing to me and a3 place I go when thinking about that special rela-
tionship I have with oy wife,

15 Drink waters out of thing own cistern, and runmimg warers out of thine own
well

14§ Lat thy foumtains be dizspersed abroad, and rivers gf waters in the streers.

1T Lat thew be only thing own, and not strangers " with thee.

13 Let thy fountain be biessed: and regjoice with the wife of thy youth.

12 Lat her ba as the loving kind and pleasani roe; lar her breasts sangfy thee ai all
fimes; and ba thou rovizhed ahways with her love.

Prov 5:15-19 (ETV)

Cme more thing— couples that pray together stay together. Pray with your
sponse and men lead that praver dme together. God bless vou and your mamiage
and remember live Life with “no regrets™ becanse we will stand before God one
dary

Pasror Dean Honeyoult shephards Snow Hill Baprist Chuech in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 525-355-0213, snowhillbaptizfiggmail.com , or visil their

wabsite at wrw snowiilbaptiss. com.
v John's

Precision Auto Body
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The Rotary of Spruce Pine
Staying Safe

By Doug Suddmsh
Mirchell County

Cm Tanmary
12, at the weekly
meeting of the Ro-
tary Club of Spruce
Pins, Botarian Tina
White did 2 short
ialk on Simatonal
Awareness and
how to be more sware of what is goingz on
around yvou. She discussed with gronp how
o be more sware of your surmoundings in
order to kesp safe by referencing recent
shootings but al=o basic every day aware-
ness,

IR RUCE py|
Rotary President-elect George Noro
presenting a locally handmade Ro-
fary mug to Ting White

Doug Sudduth is the Public Relations Qfficer for the Spruce Ping Rotary Club.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com

MNEW 20MT RAM 2500 Crew Cab
44

E.7 Liker Cummins Diess] Engine, Backup

C:amera, ParkSense, Chiome Appearance
Fig.

NEW Ram 3500 Crew Cab 4X4

Dually
6.7 Liter Cummins Diesel, Sth Whesi
Gooseneck Prep Group, Sidesieps

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC

140 Exit 100 « 910 Jamestown Rd. » Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337
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A Valentine s Day Poem

Do you run a . Pt P

l':' Cd I b LII 5| ﬂ L 55? There are fow things mare lovely
Than a buiterfly
Fer a pair hold more beauiy
It seems iy v why

So do we.,

No mattar how gracefiul
That one may ba
What soul kas the pleasire
If no one can see.

Oh the sweelest nectar
I the midst of a Rose
I by far more delicions
As two share and grow,

In the grandest old palace
One may sparingly Ive
Thao real rue existence

Iv when teo love and give.

One spreads iy wings
As ke flies zo kigh

THE BEST LOCAL e g ol g
INSURANCE AGENCY

Fourxs
r ETTA
u Ry !

Fortner Insurance Agency, Inc.

m- Mu.!:u i : =)
mw mm g . .-___;.-
d Joy has lived in Madison Connrty since 1976, where the now [haes with her huz-
Ht )= OHFHEI"S Band, Danny Joe Baldwin. She iz a native of Buncombe County and the daushter
INSURAMNCE qf the loée Clell and Edith Mozs She iz currently a member of Mt Zion Baptist
church i Marzhall, NC with her kusband. 45 a previcns member; the calls Forks
LIFE » HOME + CAR » BUSINESS qf lyy Missionary Baptist Church in Weaverville, “home away fiom kome ™.

EARN YOUR DEGREE AT HOME, ON YOUR SCHEDULE
NO TIME LIMIT ON COMPLETION

EARN CERTIFICATE, ASSOCTATE, BACHELOR,
MASTERS OR DOCTORATE

"‘"‘.‘ AFFORDABLE THEOLOGY OR DIVINITY DEGREES

Courses like:

REVIVAL - with Ralph Sexton
PSALMS - with Squire Parsons
PRAYER - with Danial Buchanan
THEOLOGY - with Kent Sexton
AND MANY MORE!

Workbook and audio courses
GREAT FOR. THE LAY PERSON UP TO THE SENIOE. PASTOR

King James Based

General info<info@carolinatheologicalseminary.org>
Apply for free today at www._carolinatheologicalseminary.org
Or call us at 843-742-1945
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Sermon onthe Mount
Pastor Terry Cheek Th D.
MeDowell Connmty

Hello friends and neighbors! Theanks for retuming to read A
another publication of “The Blue Ridze Christian Mews"
and oar article “The Inspirms Word™. We're gonge to pick
back wp oo our siedy of the Sermion on the MMount In this
article, we're going to look at Matthew 7:1-6 where we read
“Jidpe not, that ywe be not judped. (21 For with wina? jude-
g v fudge, e shall be fudsed and with what measure ye metg, i shall e mea-
sured fo vou agam. (3 And wiy beholdest thow the moie that is i fy brothers &y,
bt considerest not the beam that iz v thine own e (40 O how wilt thou say fo
iy broifeer, Lar me prdl ot the mote out gf thine gyve; and, behold, a bean is in thing
own qee? (3) Thou hypocrite, first cast oud the beam out gf thire own eye; and then
shalt thowu see clearly fo cast out the mote out gf fy brothaerT e, (81 Give nor that
wiich & holy wito the dogs, naithar casr ye your pearis bgftee swine, lest thay tmample
thoem under thair et and nem again and rend you, " In our passage the Lord refemed
io the Pharisees practice of jundging others agamst themselves. Christ's command not
o judze was nof forbidding them from distingmishing between good and evil Meither
was it prohibiing them from disceming between tuth and emor i docimine. Jesns was
oot 50 pmach dealing with conduct, but rather the motives behind one's conduct. Think
abaut this. We know fomication, murder, covetonsness and other similar behaviors are
sin. There is no dewying it. The conduct speaks for itself Wy the person engaged in it
is another maitter. Will it change the fact that sin was conmited . mo. ut not knowing
the motive shonld maks us step back and reallby ask hoaw the Tord wants ns to move
shesd with this. We do not want fo be liks the Pharicees. They felt they were gualified
o deteTmine 3 person’s modive by their action, and they engazed m judzing the mo-
tives of people. This was exacthy what Christ forbid.

Ag an spplication of the fllacy of judzing another’s motives, the Lomd flhesmaed
with a speck of sawdunst and a board. A speck of sawdust and a board are identical in
natare, both are woeod, yet they differ in size. The Lord tells us the one who judees is
concemad more with the sawdust m someone else’s eve than they are over the board
i their own eye. Put another way Jesns was telling vs that what one is guick o judge
i ancther can be 8 major issue m their owm life. Instead of desling with the persomnsl
problem it's easier to diver: atfention sway from self to another person. We have no
awthority to judge another person’s hfe or modves nntl our owm life has been purified
The Lord pives us a very sobermg thought m verse 8§, He dudn’t expact the truth He
taught to be received by the Phanjsses. Hig soversimnty revealed te Pharisees wonkd
not accept the Lord's standard of dghteoneamsss over thedr own

Chirist carefially doommensed His rexsons for rejecting both the Phanizess mterpreta-
tigns and their practice of the law. Therefore, the Phanisees docirine, waditions, and
practice could not produce a nghteonspess that would make one wortyy of God's
Emzdom.

We have spent some fne on then and thera, nat what about here and noa? Car
oulture and society seem fo force us into a judemental frame of mind When we find
ourselves caught up m the emotion or drama of an event or simation we need to back
away and pray. If we don’t we most cerainly will become judemental. We will fooas
50 heavily on the speck of sawdnst in someone’s eye that we lose rack of our own er-
old serpent in 8 master at coeating drama He is alss subde and crafy m bis methods,
Becanse of our sin natme we are vilnerable o his attscks and easily lead into a fudz-
ments] atttade. How do we overcome it? Simphy put, we can't. The Lord ks already
gained the victary. If we submit fo the Lord's anthority and sufmit ourseles o Him,
we allow Him to live throngh us. We can have a testimony that opens doors for others
io hear the gospel, see folks saved and others returm to 2 Christ centersd worship. Isa't
that a life worthy of God's Eingdom! Time and space have nm ot Uniil next dme
may God keep you fimnly i His grap!

"Wy pame 15 Danis] Honevent, and I am a fifih grader at
Tri-County Christian School in Spruce Pine_ In mvy English
class, my assigmment was to Write a persuasive paper I wanfed
o let von (our conwmmity) know that niy school needs 3 hefter
van, and to ask that yon would pray sbout helping ws fo get it!
We don't have the exita money in our regular school fund, and the van we have
now is 17 years old and has lofs of miles on it! We need a newer, safer van We

; 7 se the van for our students to
| =o many places, like to sing at
the local marsing homes, volan-
feeT At Samaritan's Purse, 5o on
educztional fisld mips, and for
our doally enrelled students o
zo to bayland Commumity Col-
lege. I kmow it's 3 lot to ask, but
I know God will bless yon fior
helping and you will receive a
fax-dednctble receipt. Anything
you can give will be greatly ap-
precizted. Thank you!"

For more information, please contact To-County Chrstian School 207 Pine-
bridge Avenue Spruce Pine, WIC 28777 (office phone) 828-765-2049 Elecimonic
donations may be made at online af waww. mooumtyschool.org

Teresa Foung is the Principal At Tr-Coungy Chriztian School i Spruce Pine.

>4 TANDREWS & ANDREVS
' —— Insurance —

(828) 7530952

-~ u‘ y smmmy

Welcome Linda Thomas

Home Owners = Auto = Commercial

828-733-0952
828-T37-0679

1831 Millers Gap Highway
Newland, NC 28657

Terry Cheek is Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Marion.

Love is in the air...

And we have that special gift to
make Your mrﬁz::‘t Haﬂ_éjjy.'

DELLINGER'S

Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

225 Locust Avenue » Sprucs Pine, NC 28777
Waon-Sat 8-30am-5:30pm « (820)TES-T188
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” The Origin of the H
Crossword Solution sl

McDowell County

There are 3 couple of passages of Soipmre that we need to
consider in order to form a foundation for our smdy:

Fen 1:25-28 says, "dnd God made the beast g the earth
qfter his bind, and cattle qiter thetr kind, and every thing that
creepath upon the earth qfter s End: and God sow thart it was
good _dnd God said, et wr make man in our imaee, giter our lbeness: and fet tham
AlM have domimion over the fish gf the sea, and over the fow! of the air, and over the
cartle, and over all the aarth, and over evary creeping thing that creepeth upon e
amrth. So (rod cremted man i iz own Image, in the tmage gf Cod cneated he him:
male and farmale craated ke them. And God Memsed ther, and God said wnto fhem,
fe frufful, and muitiply, and replenizh the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion
ovar the fish of the sea, and over the fowd gf the air, and over every Ining thing that
micveih Lpon the earth "

Genesis 2:72-24 declares, * dnd the rib, which the Lovd Onod had faken fram man,

R
miade e a womer, and browghi her wido the man. And Adam said, this 5 now bone
AlDI|L af my Bones, and flash af my flesh: she shail be called Woman, Because she was
1 A
E

—H|z|x|=
—H| B |=|G
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saken our gf Man. Thengfore shall a mam lemae has father and his mothar, and shall
cleave unto iz wife: and they shall be one fesh.”

N The concept of the home did not orizinate with men ot rather with God Himself

| Any comcept that man might create could he fmlty or defective in some way. Buat,
I E if God originates it, the story is entively different. What God ordains cam and will
E

work.
M Lar's brisfly contemplate some thonghrs about the home as the Lord set it up and
AlD ardained it in the begimning of the hunan race.

The Place of Its Origin
SO ALL FGHTR RESERVED It all began in a garden the Bible calls Eden The word "Eden"" means "delight."
When man f=ll it not only tainted man's soul, at it alse affected Adam and Eve's
enviromment. Briars and thoms began to come from the ground after the fall m te

work.

The garden was located in the area of Mesopotamia It was a place where the
besd of four dvers divided from the fver that fowed out of Eden (Gen 2-10-14).

However, before (rod's plan was nnfolded on the earth 7t was in the heart of
Almizhiy God before the foundason of the world. God detenmined ther He would
oot only create man, at that be would make 3 paroer of the opposite sex for him
called "wommsn "

The People of Its Origin

The two people mentioned are male and female, Adam and Eve. When we
consider their npames, the name "Adam" means “red or groumd." Adam's body came
from the dust of the earth. The name "Eve" mesns "Life-giving.™ God created the
body of Eve fom a b in Adam's body that she might be 3 belpmeet to him. She
was to Five hirth to a posterity made up of children. Grod knew it was not mood that
man be slone T perscmally believe God knew that a man needed one to help him as
he faced the daily trals, pressures and demands of life. It is not good for 3 man to be
alone.

The Purpose of Iis Origin

(zod has a definite plan in mamiage. The Lord began the buman race with one
mian and one woman. As far 2s He was and is concemed, marriage consists of one
natarally bom man and coe namrally bom woeman.

God told the first man and woman to "muloply and replenish the earth”

(Gen. 1:28; 2.1} That of course takes the union of a male and female. Two males
ar two females would not be able to moluply and replenish the earth and obey the
conumand God gave to Adam and Eve.

(od also ongmated marmages to fulfill the seonesl desires that are bunlt vto man's
make-up (1 Cor. 7-5). Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, "It is better o marmy than
to am” (1 Cor. 7:9) or bum with desire. The only homorable way to satisfy sexnaal
desires is to do 5o in the bonds of mamiage; that is the way God has ordained

The Lord also desipned marmiaze not culy to bring children into the world, buat
o provide the proper aonosphere in which the children could be raised. As we all
know there is quite a difference in 3 man and woman, not only in 3 biological
fat also o an emietonal sense.

(e
N
(8)]

PLIWIDIN|O|=2N]|0O|O
NN M| WIO) | —
N = OIN|D|COJWIMN
=W IN|OlA~| N
WD N || A= ]ON
Ol |N]=2 N OO |W |
=N |INJO|O|W
~N|O|AIO|WINjoo|O|—
DO WO ||~

conitwed on page 18

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* Hazardous Tree * Hedge Trimming
Removal * Hemlock Wooly
* View Clearing Adelgid Control

* Pruning * Landscaping & Grading
~ Chipper Service * Retaining Walls
* Bucket Truck Service * Stump Grinding

Certified Arborist » Insured * Free Esfimates

enigMiskea0veas~ (028) 467-1113
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Fes of the Story:

It was never a dull day aronnd Clint, you never knew what to expect. Thave
never seen pigs with as nmch of a “sngar high™ as those poor pigs bad They had
cleaned np the entive 5 zallons of scumn and just laid down. With Cling, vou had
io be very specific in the instructons, and I omst admit that [ did not slways do
thart to perfection. The surprising thing was that Clint had acmally gotten in the
pen with the pigs and poured the five gallons in their frough. I was not there, but
knowing pigs the way I do, I am sure that they were all over him mying to get o
the molasses soum. I don’t recall any dire fales of kim being attacked or almost
eaten alive, bt I would not have been surprised if a few tales had derived from
the feeding frenzy that T.am sure took place!

Blest in peace my friend

Farmer Dioug
Funny Farm

Drear friends,

When you're me it's hard to decide which story to share next with 50,000 of my
closest friends @ . Oftentimes people are perplened as to why I am willing to relay
tales of my incompetence month after month. T tell therm that I am a proof-positive
that there is 3 merciful God Who looks after the fools of this world. ..apd I am
chief among them g .

The Farmer's Apprentice

It was early October, 2010, and mme for the Fanuly Fun
Fastiwal at Harrell Hill Farms. This annusl harvest celebra-
fiom is fuly a wonderfol event hizhlighted by Gospel music,
face-painting for children, hay rides, excellent BBC) pork
and other goodies, and the making of old timey scogham
mokasses. If you've never attended this conniry festival you
should make plans o come this year on Saturday, October
4ih! Anvvyway, back to the story.

When I came to Harrell Hill Fanms in the Spring of 2010
A D “Daddy I Harrell kind of adopted me as somewhat
of a “project ™ Day-to-day I was “in the cwstody™ of Fammier
Dipup, s you know, but Daddy D. occasiomally stepped-in
when to provide me some special lessons. This was to be
such a day as e pulled up to the bam and honked the horn of his Chevy pick-up
fmck. As always, [ went nmming to see what was on his mind,

“(zef in, I wanna show you something ™ he said with a wry smile. Iwas nsnally
tentative when sumunoned this way but knew [ was not to question his commands.
I climbed into the passenzer seat having no idea what would come next.

We meandered up Byrd Finad, weaving slightly from left to right (Draddy Li's
evesight wasn't what it once was!) unl we arrived at Fammer Diongz and Barbara's
farmbonse and parked in the drivewsy. “Come on.™ was ooy only mstrection, and
I wvent.

Draddy D). camied an old, cil-stained brown bag which appeared heavy in ona
hand. As we approached the front porch be began digging in the bag, first fossing
me 3 couple worm-niddled “sheep’s nose™ apples (1 think that's what he called
them), then he handed me some sticks and dred lesves, snd finally noveiled 3
msty conrapton of some sont [ confess, I quickly identified the first three con-
tents but conldn't imagine what we would do with the ancient msty, medieval
tormre device. Soon I would knowy.

Setting The Steel Trap

Please understand, Draddy Di's hands were prefiy goarly. .. I don’t mind elling
you the man didn’t have a single straizht digit 1 can only imagine how his hands
had become o — mmmm_ weathered would be a nice term but they were a mess.

I once remember him threading his boots with a pair of pliers becanse his fingers
couldn’t do it! At amy rate, be said “T'm going to el yvou what to do, bat you have
o follow miy instmctions. I wonld do this mysalf but my fingers can®t manipulate
the rap like they nsed to. MNow, don't do aaything untl T tell yvou™ Always the
eazer learner, [ agreed to the challenge.

“Blowr Lok, ™ he began, “we've got 2 groundhog under the porch bere and it's
digging tunnels all the way under the house. We're going to set this map to ry and
zet rid of it.™ By this time [ am getting pretty excited, just think — “Farmer Climt
The Trapper™ g . It just kad a certain ring to it, don’t vou think?

Anpciher thing vou have to know abont Daddy D, he was fun and mischiesous

omch of the tme I spent with him_ BUT .. be was VEFRY SERIOUS when teach-
ing me things which might be considersd dangerous . "Clint. don't ever go it
the woods with a chainsaw by yourself, be sure you have a parmer!™ | . or, “Son,
you've sotta watch whers you're poimg with that mactor and hay rake. you're mn-
ning people off the road down there!™. . “Abways check to make sure the power is
off on the fence before you climb over!™ The wamings were endless.
Draddy D was a long time educator and was about to crank np his teaching voice.
I'm not sure exactly what he planned to say bat I have intimate recall of his next
comment. 0o parsphraze. “DANG IT, BOY, YOU'RE GOING TO EILL YOUR-
SELF!™ (Chops, I think T made him mad) g .

You see, in oy mind I already had graduated to “Farmer Clint the Trapper™ and
had the jaws of that stee]l monster wide open. As I went to put it on the pround it
snapped with the force of 2 500 I, pator, narrowly missine my rdght hand. And I
thought to mryself, “0Oh vesh Daddy D said “you have to follow my instmctons.”
Guess [ failed that test.”

I wiped my brow and Iooked him in the eye a5 Daddy D “dressed me down™ for
a little while longer — a verbal whuppim® I'd eamed; then we went about the busi-
ness of resetting the wap. He, with his very bent fingers acteally did the “setting™;

I'was allowad only to sprinkle a few lesves and twigs in the vicmity. Daddy D
put those sheep's head apples nearbry as bait. “That']] zet the job done ™ he said
And he winked at me —vou know, that “wink’ we zet ffom a parent which actzally
means, ‘its okay now, I =6ll love you, let's move on.’

Back At The Barn

While I was learning
to be a groundhog twap-
per, Fammer Dioug and
Larry were busy boiling
the juice from sorgiom
cane. This is a very
tedions process which
requires cowtnnons
skinnming to remove
the various Impurites
to the surface It forms
ereenish foam — similar
to the slime wsed in
Ghost Busters — and it
st be scooped into
buckets for disposal.
Awyway, there were a
couple 5 zallon buckets
of what T call “molasses
s beside the pan.

“Hey, Farmer Clint,
why doa't you take
spme of that up o the
pigs? They will be your
friends for life " Farmer
Doug laughed. Bow
that was rather fionny since you may remember that I had some rather umpleasamnt
encounters with these aggressive pizgies earlier in my stay on the fanm.

Obediently, dofifully, I grabbed a bucket of scum and walked to my tock. After
hewing nearly chopped off my hand with 3 provmdbog rap-thingamabob, T was
“mito™ following directions to the letter. So, I left a 5 zallon bucket full of molas-
ses droppings just inside the pizzy fence. I looked forward fo 3 pew, improved
relationship with the hogs after this little zift.

Toa Much OFf A Good Thing?

It has been said that too much of a good thing can be a bad thing. Apparently
that is e of molasses and pizgies.

The next moming, as we enjoyed Dong's patented buckwheat pancskes with
molaszes micved with butter, it started:

Dipug: “Hey, Climt. . unwom did you give molasses to the pigs™™

ba: “Yezh and they FEATILY liked ‘em.™

Dipug: “Well thanks for that. I wonder, bow mach did you give “em™
Me: “Tust one of the 5 gallon buckets full ™

Dipug: “0h, a WHOLE 5 gallon bucket full?™

Me: “Yeah, but it was a couple inches from the top “canse the rest spilled
out into the mock bed.™

Dioug: “Hmmmom, ... — now that crooked, wily, half-cocked smile
overtaking his face.

Me: “MNow what? You tell me o give the pigs some molasses, I give the
pizs molasses, Didn™t you want me to give them molasses T

Dipug: “Yes, I did. I was thinking more like a cupful in their evening
feed. But you gave them 5 zallons, nght™

ba: “¥as I did Are they okay™”

Dipug: “Hmmm not sure yet. When I drove by all 5 of them were lying
on their hacks with their faet siraight np in the air.™

Me: “Diead, are the pigs dead™

Dipug: “Maw, they aren’t dead. Mot sure if they will be or pot since I've
never given 5 pizs 3 5 gallon bucket of molasses.”

Me: “Diam it, Dioug, I'm 50 sorry. I thought you meant. . oh never
!llii:l:l.li-E-.“

Dioug: “Omce agaim, it's my fanlt Clint. T forget that vou're stll new o
the famm; I need to comnpanicate beter; to let vou know exactly what
I'mEB.].'iII.E.“

Yo mwst knowy that by now I'm feeling pretty nmich fike the village idiot I'd
disappointed Daddy D by noarly severing my arm; now [ may have killed Doug’s
pizs. What newt?

Dipug: “There’s one thing shont it Pollard ™
he: “Yesh what's that™

Dipug: “If they don't die baforshand, that will be
spme mighty sweet-tasting BBO) next fall!™

I received that message. . my second “wink™ of the
day. (And those pigs lived untl the next Octoberg ).

Stll mbled in the hills,

Famer Clint

www. bremews . com
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...Standing in line
at the DMV office!

Thank you Burks Count

WE CAN NOW RENEW _
YOUR LICENSE TAG | foryofngus.
::v;r: ':J ﬂ};ﬁgg :;‘:, BEST BRAKE SERVICE

BEST AUTO SERVICE

We appreciate the continned
levalty, business, and
Jriendships!

No addifional fees charged other
than normal registration fee. We
also meed registration and credit
card to complete the transaction.

No Title work.
1211 Burkemont Avenune * Magnolia Shopping Center

I Morganton, NC 18655 = (328) 438-3300

-!‘lﬂl:h'l:l'

| M-FS8am-5:30pm * 5at §am-2pm * Sun-Closed

COME IN FOR A COMPLETE SERVICE & CHECK UP!
Deal with Honest, Non Pressure Service Personnel

Laser Therapy,
y Healing at the
Speed of Light

Research published in the Lancet, a prestigious
medical journal stated that Laser Therapy reduced
acute neck pain immediately after treatment and up
to 22 weeks after treatment with chronic (long term)
neck pain. So why choose Laser Therapy? It works,
has no side effects and the results last.

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

Life Center

Burnsville, NC
(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-T955
cruzlifecenter.com

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

“Mince |

The lonzer the marriage. the more detail that is added as the Dhiaster Armst,
God Himself, owerlays a glorions menagerie of brilliantly colorful life and rmated
shadows of prief. The final picture of an older couple holdmg hands, =miling st
each other and walking into the sunset gives ns hope that thers is an etemal Lighe
to sustam as. lavishing a richness and depth of detail to our marmages that is
breathtaking.

The Bible elevates marmiage as a symbol of the magnificent relationship
betwesn Christ and the Church in calling the body of believers His Bride This is
the rezson that our marrages shonld reflect that relatgonship in the “holy state of
meatrmony.” It is the reason that marrizge is defined biblically as between 3 man
and a woman. One of the moest beautiful mirrors of marmriage that reflect this sym-
bolism are couples that have been marmied the longest. Their mamiages offer an
expansive and richly derailed landscape of the opulent zrace and stremgth which
Christ brimgs o 3 couple’s sacred commitment.

Tack B. Taylor, in his book, What Every Hushand Should Enoer (£1281 Broad-
man Press, Mashville, T} offers an acrestic of mamiage that provides the best
path to that marital prace snd strength mentioned shove. When these facess of
marriage shine, we can enjoy more fully the presence of His grace and strength in
our marrizges. Here i is:

Motivating one another o seek God, Acceptng One Another, Respecting One
Another, Responding to one another, Identifying with one another, Attentive to
one another, Going in the same direction, Excited sbout one another

The Bible gently enfolds Jesus" love for His Bride and helps us to put into prac-
tice these ideas mentioned in the marmizge acrostic. We are conumanded to;
bdotivate-Hebrews 1025, Accepr-Galatians §:10, Fespect-Philippians 2:3,
Bespond-(alatians §:2, Identify-Ephesians 2:19, Attentive-Tames 1:19, Going in
same direction-Acts @31, Excited about one another-2 Tohn 1-:4

I spoke recently with 3 couple who have been marmmied 71 vears. Preston and
Baa Denton were marmied on October 15, 1945
while ha was home on furlough during World
War IL He was in the pavy and oo board the
ship LST 700 in Tapanese waters when 3 suicide
bomber amacked the ship. Althongh soldiers
behind him were killed, Preston made it horme,
met Bea, and was mammied a few weeks later.
Ewen after they were marmied. they were sepa-
rated as Denton was statoned in Mew Yok on
Staten Island Thres children s srandchildren | i
five great prandchildren and three sreat-great-  EESEES
grandchildren later, I asked Bea several ques-
tions ahont their seven docades of marmiags.

Chaestion: What helped yon and Preston to

hkave a long marraga?
Answer: She replied in a sweet wam voice,

e didn’t believe in separation or divorce.
Preston was good to me, and we did things
tozether with the children and also as a couple. When the children were young
we enjoyed the beach (as a family) and also had caregivers when we spent ime

Caestion: If von were to advise a new bride abowt marmiage what would vou
H}:mwa'. She replied in A reflective and quoiet voice. “hake sare yon know the
Lord and po to church. I was saved at aleven vears old, but it wasn 't until after we
were married that I began to serve the Lord fully.™

Chestion: How did yon solve problems?

Answer. She replied in a practical and down-to-earnth manmer. “We did not stay
mad at each other. We weren’t oo fussy with each other, and we prayed.” We both
kmew the Lord and that worked ™

Chaestion: What is your favorite verse in the Bible that vou've applied to mar-
riage?

Answer: After 4 moment’s thonght Bea (who earned ber GED high school
equivalency diploma at the age of §4) acknowledged this powerful verse It is that
werse that inchydes “lean ot unto thine own undersianding ' Proverbs 3:5

As the armst sketched in the 1z=t detail of the chalk deawing and mrned on the
ultraviolet light the sudience drew a collective breath at the powerful face that
was revealed nnder the special light. It was Jesus, the strength, light, and beauty
behind the endunng mamiaze of two people who reffected God’s perfect illusira-
tion of Jesus® bridal reladonship with His Chmrch! They had lived their painting
for 71 years, and the beauiy of their porrait of mamiage had been filled in over the
years nntl it was rich in love with numerons details of joy, shadows of sormow and
8 smrreal overall luminescent glow of Jesus' presence!

Mariene Houk is a regular confributor to The Blue Ridee Chrisnan News. She
el Sid, Rar husband, atfend Mowunt Home Bapiist Church.
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Life: We Should Choose It
By Dr. Mark Creech

Tom Carr, an educator from Hillsborough, Horh
Carplina, who now serves on the Orange County Board
of Edncatdon, wrote a liftle book published in 1998, diled,
AJoming Messazes: 36 Stories to Motivate and Inspire
Young People.

Cre story Carr records is about Sheawm Hessee, a high
schop] senior at the mme of the book’s writing. Cam says
that be called upon Shawn w speak to a group of graduat-
g fifth praders.

“Shawn Hessee is 3 remarkable young man who has won nmmerous awards and
honars,™ wrote Carr. He always did well academically. He was very sctive, swim-
= ming, skiing, and playing varons sports. “He
even ravelad the states playing basketball,
he wrestled for several years, and be was
one of the privileged few who got o camy
the Olhympic Torch on its way to the Som-
mer Blympics in Atlants in 1906, In 1995,
he won the Athlete of the Year Award at the
Horth Carplina State Games. In wrestling,
be lettered twice and won awards for ‘hiost
Dedicated Wrestler,” and *The Heart and Desire Award * He has won several tro-
phies in Tsekwondo, and in his senior year of high school, he received the “Bdost
Cutstanding Persom Awrard | by the Morth Caroling Smudent Government, ™ addad
Carr.

Carr aleo said in his book that wrestling was Shawm's passion. He played a
hngze role in getting kis 1006-1997 high school wrestling team to the state fimals.
He practiced hard each day and was always supportive of his treanumates, con-
stantly cheering them on. Carr said that Skawn’s coach, Bobby Shrner, said he
was one of the most inspirational persons he had ever known. “At the end of each
match, e had given his all — and as we say in wrestimg, be “left it oo the mat,”
said Shrimer.

When Shawn gave his speech to the more than 500 smdents i the school
mynmasinm st Cam’s request in une of 1997, Carr said it was “fantastc, highly
emotional ' Shawn enconraged the middle-schoolers to never give wp in the
face hardships. Listen to your parents, he told them set goals in life, and don't
let other people’s negative opmions of you detenmine your destiny. What really
coumts, Shawm said, is hard work and being 3 good citizen in life. At the end of his
spesch, Carr said, “many people had tears in their eves, and the crowd gave him a

% Lin

But here’s the clincher. “There’s more to this story,” wrote Carr. “T meed o rell
you a few more things.™ Shawn, be contioeed, “was bom three months premature
and weighed cnly two pounds. His lings kad not folly developed, which resulted
in 3 lack of cxygen to that part of the brain which affects motor skills. Shawn has
cerebral palsy. Throughout his life, he has been confined to wheslchairs, walkers,
and crutches. In spite of this early sethack in life. he has accomplished so much.
Ome of his proudest feats centers aronnd his wrestling career. Dio yon want to
zness how mamy wrestling matches ha lost? He lost every one!™

Arcording to Carr, Coach Shriner added. “Shawn may not have won any
matches during his career at Orange High School, bt his inspiration for all would
make him a world champion on amyone’s team ™

I've never met Shawm Hessee. I don't Enow anything sbout him, except for
what Tom Carr wrote concernimg himm several yvears ago. I did find him, however,
on Facebook and it appears from what I conld read, as an adult Shawm is stll
motivating and enttmsing inmumerable people to embrace life to the fullest — even
in the midst of seeming impossible odds.

Cme of his most recent Facebook posts reads, “I want everyone o iy to be kind
to one another. T realize we are lving in a time of uncertainty snd our reaction is
to lash out, buat it is very important that we sty positive. [ am going to find 2 way
to do good work for this connmy as somebody with 3 disability. T have to admit T
hawe 3 lot of concem for our cormmunity - frankly all peopls. Disability is some-
thing that can touch evervone, ™

Wow! Can yvou imagine bow impoverished the world would be without pecple
like Shawn Hessee? Look what he’s done for others despite his disability.

et you might nof be sware that many abortions are performed every day in
this coumiry beczuse the doctor tells the parents that their child will likely suffer
a severe handicap. Some physicians even suggest temminating a pregnancy if a
couple’s genetic history suggests a probable or possible abnormality:

This is tragic.

The late estesrmned former Surgeon General of the Urnited States, Dr. C. Everett
Epop once wrote:

“I am frequently told by peopls who have never had the experience of working
with children whio are being rehabilitatad into our society after the correction of a
congenital defiect that infants with such defects shonld be allowed to die, or even
‘encouraged’ to die, becanse their lives could olmioushy be nothing bat unhappy
and misersble. Yet it has been my constant experience that disability and unhap-
piness do nof necessarily go together Some of the most wmbappy children whom
I have known hawve all of the physical and mental facnltes and on the other hand,
some of the happiest younzsiers have bome burdens which I myself would find
very difficult to bear.™

Moreowver, we might sdd that many handicapped persons often end up contrib-
nfng more to life than most people whoe are “nommal ™

In itz st recent edition (Tavuary February 2017), the Sanurday Evening Post
feamras 3 short interview with the mcomparable and beloved comedian. Caral
Bumetts. In respanse to the question, “What fuels yvour terrific optimism ™" Bur-
nette shared the following:

“T lost may
danghter Carrie
14 wears ago fo
cancer. When
she was in the
hospital lving in
pain, bald from
the chemo, one
of the nurses
stopped me and
said ‘T have to
talk to you sbonat
your daughter.
She is such an
upper. We go
in there m the
morming, and if I have a long face, she cheers me up.” So 1 asked her, "Carrie, bow
conle yon'Te always so up and cheerfial despite all of this?™ Camie said, ‘Every day
I wake up and decide todsy I°'m zoing fo love my life * The key word is decide.
That was her manira. When [ wake up in the moming, [ say that to noyself It
doesn’t always work, but for the most part I am one formunate person and T am
zonna love my life to the very end.”

Yes! Life is precions — sacred st every stage — from conception all the way to
the grave. Every life at every point in every circumstance is still a phencmenal
gift. Except to allow it to pass naturally when there is no longsr any bope for it,
we shounld decide for life. We should embracs it. We shonld love it. We should
choosa it

League. Tou may contact him af rev.markcrecchidchriztianactionleague. org or
RIR-FRT-0606

Services Provided:
Food I ooy Tapin

Vinyl & Fberghois
OpenfCiois
Wookly Senvice
Chormicol Bolancing
Linee Repdocements
Pood Service and Repoir
Covirs

T

BioGuard

Piatrwuen Dealor

Ken- Ray Pools and Spas
206 Burkemont Ave. Morganton, NC 284655

KELLY M§ TIRES

B021 N. US 221
Marion, NC

www. brenews. com
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The mother is knowm for the tender element she confributes to the lives of her
children Nothers are morturers and custodians of their children She is the clos-
est and best of fiends to her kids and does oot try to deceive them like mamy other
people attempt o do. Mother's beart is soft and patent and is like a rare jewel. She

The dad contributes strength. Dir Eyle Prostt says 2 father has a distinet style of
comnmmication and inferaction with his children. They should leam self control
from their dad when he says, "Enongh is enongh ™ The dad stresses justice, faimess
and duty.

Children need both of these character elements o become the kind of well bal-
anced person that God wants them to be. It is so imformunsate today that mamy chil-
dren are faced with broken horpes and have to be raised by only one parent.

Since God orgmsted and ordamed mamiage we should take our mearital responsi-
bilities sexonasly. Biblical mammiaze is 8 man and 3 woman coming o join together n
arder fo love and be a help to one another. I God gives them a family, they shoald
seak to raise their children o personally know the Lord's forgiveness and peaca.

If a couple cannot have children dwe to physical problems of one of the mamiaze
parmers, thers are always children to adopt that need 3 zood home, who nesd some-
one to love and care for them.

Tom Walker is President of Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zion Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.

urleson
Plumbingg Heating

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!

828-765-4042 E=gE
burlesonplimbing com =

Love Is In The Air, The Love Boat.

By Mike Stronad
Burke Covmty

Yo got fo love those old 70°s and 80°s TV shows. So
chessy, but yet so satisfiying. The plane, The plane from
Fantasy Island. I stll rememober to this day, Ricardo
hontalban, the star of Fanmsy Island being asked shout
love and marriage. His response was “aoyone can be a
muidnight cowboy, bur it fakes a real man to be marred
to one woman and please her”. T abaays admired that
shout hirn. Howr deep is your lowve the old Bee (ees song proclaims. In a world
whers we sive up on love so guickly, where are the real men and Christizns that
stand for 3 love that newer fails. Everyone gets caught up in the Valentine saason

- TWill you be moy Valenmnine? That i= the
hottest guestion of the month. Buy-
g boxes of candy, fowers, and notes
shound of our affection to others. Love
is a powerful force, and everyone needs
love. I think our notion of love aod its
definifion is watered down. We wmant
love as long as it is flfilling us and
mesting our needs. When it is reguired
M beyond that we tend to give np. The
American version of Love iz different
than the God kind of love. The mean-
ings of love vary in the Bible You heve AGAPE, The God Kind of Love, and
PHILEQ, the brotherly kind of lowe. We just throw this all into one meaning. The
God kind of Love sacrifices it all. EROS, is the sensual or desire kind of lowve in
the Bible. This is the one most people get caught up in. Especially, in our physt-
cal relationships. We are locking for satsfaction that others can give us withot
commyitmeent. This is dangperous and always destroys relatonships. Trae Love and
God's Love always build, it never destroys. It always gives and sacrifices for the
other person. During this Love is in the air season, let’s really love beyond oar-
salves and watch the true rewards of beauntifl relationships fourish. Mo one can
resist love and love never fails, so love like (God loves and newver fail in it.

Mk Stroud = a pasfor ar Horizon Church in Moveomon, Music Dimector af wiis

For Grad so loved the world, thar ke gave kis only begotten Son, thar
whoseever believeth in ki shonld nor perish, bue have everlasting life.
John 3:16

designed and produced right herein the USA.

with wood when needed and customize the amount of heat to your liking.
They are simple to use and built to last!

Young's Fuel of Bakersville and L&B Furniture of Marion

Nothing makes a home cozier than 3 wood buming stove, They look great and they
produce heat for your living room, family room, dining room, or kitchen, Buck Stove
offers a wide selection of Wood Burning Stoves in various styles and sizes, proudly

Buck Stove wood burning stoves allow you to use a plentiful and renewable source of
fuel to heat your home all winter. Not only do wood burning stoves look pleasing, but
they also allow you to rely on your own source of heat, You can heat your home

Visit our local BUCK STOVE Dealers and check out the selection of Wood Burning Stoves|
Peebles Furniture of Spruce Pine, Blossman Gas of Burnsville, Amerigas,

worw brcnews_com
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Journal
Trust and Obey

By Timothy W Tron
Burke County

"Thus saws the Lord, whe malbas @ way in the seq And @ path
thmoush the mighiy waters, "Dho not remember the fhrmmer
things, Nor consider the thimgs gf old. Behold, Twill do o new
thing. Now it shall speing feth: Shall you not know 7 Twill
evan make a road in the wildermess dnd rivers in the desert. ™

—Izash 43:16,18-19

Tzt and obey, there’s oo other way,” goes the old lnmn. The word “Tust,” is
something that is probably the more difficnkt of the two commands mentioned in the
sonz. Iis definition, "reliance on the veracil; meerih; or ofther virtues of someone ar
something; reljztows i, " fom Odd Morse st "heip, confidemce, profeciion, sug-
port “T1] Trust is a word that confides in our ability to depend npon semething preatsr
than purselves. and as such, =5 often difficult fo umderstand or appreciate when it comes
to frntion.

In the last year, T have been wimess to everythine from loss of loved ones to the wi-
terly inexplicable. I've folt the presence smd heard the voice of hesventy beings, ninre
than onre. In et tmeframe the path upen which seemed to e mmy toe calling sad-
denly ook an tnerpected fnum, altering the course of everything I had coms to know
and mest, vio a wildemess whese only faith could sustain @ being, Agzin and apain 1
souzht prosection and support from the only place I knew; the Woord of God.

He never let me doam

Living between one's past and the fiorore allows for reflection and projection.,
something elze [ experienced m the span of 2016, While stll moving a famo from coe
place to another, we continued to seftle mio the life that was new, serving at the Trail
of Faith. There at the Trail, I found more and more calling o help deose in need. those
seeking God, and muidsnce from a place that was so spily named There [ lsamed hoar
to pray over those making their pilsrimares to a place they had only read abowt. Some
had stadied up to the point they came wantins to gam 3 bater perspective, to walk the
Lireral trail of faith. Each tme each new visitor, I fmmd God teaching and leading me
im ways I had never thonght possible. There were the discoveries of new friendships
and with those, a new feeling of st in knowing that servime Him was the right path.

Then in the oridst of what seemed to be the perfect path, nry father became sravely
ill. Crce again I was reminded of deose Godly circumstances that prondded me the
ability o see him before ke passed. There is no greater gift than knowing God had
given you the chance o bug your mother one last tme or to kiss your father goodbnye,
bt each step of the way, duat was my blessing. As I walked out of that hospital room, I
knewr we'd not see each other unfil we reach that Glory bnd sbove, and o it was. Cn
our way bome from the funeral nry sister and I recemved confirmetion that all was right
when we szw the most unbelievahle, cobor-filled. dowble rainbow like nome we had
ever sean hafore in pur lives.

Another blessing swother cirommstance nnexplainsd.

Even while those daily hife lessons were being served, both good and seerowfol, He
was 2t work on the peott road into 3 wilderness not yet imagined  Every time my family
wiold ask questions as to ow, when and where, T wounld ask them to be patient and
wait; for in tme, all of their concems wonld be answered. It was in these moments,
e,

There were times of darkness that filled ws with dowbt. In the waiting, there was
leaming. It was all part of dee path that was chosen; each subpect to the other.

et each time He spoke, I listened. Each time I asked, He snswered.

There was the day we didn't have enonsh money to boy food until the next pay-
check and with only 3 halfa-palion of milk left in the fodge af the house, I silenthy
asked God for help sz Taent to the Trail to open up tat momine. There was nobady
else that knew our dire siraits; nobody else had been tpld howr close we were to going
hmery; nobody. As | opened the door, there sitting on the podinm as T walked nwas
a single white envelope with nry name

and mowed the last vestizes of 5 lifetime in 3 matter of tao weeks. TWe had moved from
the refiection to the rmmediate. 4= trings beran to move along. we still didn’t know

Pravers contimeed to be lifted up, for we still were housed in a temporary shelter, we
afferdomataly called “The Shack.”

Then one day we found oarsehes
dowing toward the area of West
Lenoir, I wondered why. Dieep inside
it felt right even though it didn’'t seem
logicz] &t the dme. After all we had
been throush: Tknew it was 8 God
thing. Apzin His wall would be done
in tirme. There, through one wmbeliey-
ahle circumystance affer ancther. we
found a new home thet wonld soon
e our next step in the joamey. Thers
oo we fomd new fiiends that would
someday become our neighbors, as
well a5 a brother and sister n Christ.

Something else I leamed through the course of the year, nobelievable crnmstances
are more exsily called “Miracles ™ In all honesty, we are afraid to nse te “W" word for
fear of non-believers accusing us of believing in fantasy. “If they could only see what
I've seen ™ I think to moyself, “then i wonldn't be such a smetch of the imagination ™

Affter the sale of our fanm and the purchsse of our new home we had moved from
the reflection mfo the projection of tme.

Then came the closing of the door we never saw coming. The loss of fimdins fior
o1y position at the Trail and then fee search for the next “What ™ For nearly ten years
of moy kast 23 years at Momel'Genband T had feared losing my job and to have o find
2 new one. We never thowsht it would happen afier we had given evenyihing up to Live
for our new life.

Enat alas, here we were.

Fatth tmok on a whole new level of must.

Omce more, when it seemed like all would be lost, the unbelievable manspired. After
three weeks of looking for jobs, filling out an vmiold munber of applications, thers had
not heen one phone call, not one mgerview. One moming T awoke to soipiare that read,
"Todgy will be the end of vour syffteing, vour rials will ceare todgy. ™ That aftermoon
came the first phemes call, Then in 3 matter of 24 howrs, God speed once agaim took
over. Before I knew it, [ kad two job offers and was quickly hired as a High School
bfath Teacher in Boone HC. His plan had been folfifled The realizstion dswned on
me that the move to our new ome's location allowed for a conmnte to the new job
that was managesble instead of inconceivable. God's hemd was in it every step of the
way.

In the begimning, the story seemed like I was moving oo 3 place where I could share
God's word from the moantain, the moumtam being the Trail. Before I koew it, I was
serving Him fromn the moumtain top, at in 2 way, I had never imagimed,

Every day, new doors open to places I never saw coming. Each day I pray for

Grod will make rivers through the deserts and roads through the wildemess if only
we trust in Him.

It has been a vear of vmsnld highs and bows, bat in the end, it kes been a year of serv-
ing our Lord, and for that, I couldn®t ask for mare.

Thanks be to God.

M7 “Omiine Egymology DEciionary - Iip-Aswneetmroniine. cominder. php? ferm=trs?

Timodhy W. Tron is the Executive Director of the Waldenzian Trail af Faith. He
Iives in Paidese with his iy, He is the anithor of “Bruecke to Homven, ™ and
an active blogger, artist and musician. Timotiy alze has @ B5EE from UF, iz an
Eagile Scout and iz Fice President of the Thldese Merchaniz dssoc. He has been
Owrdained to perform weddings at the Trail and arrends reveral area churches
sacking fo serve the Lord every deay

scrarched om it, almpst llegible. I picked it
up, curiouslhy and opened it. Tears filled mmoy
eves 35 I dropped to my knees.

There inside was 340 cash

“Enock, and the doar will be opened, 1] L
ask, and ye shail recene. ™ -

This was uust ome of many Godsends
that we experienced a5 we leamed to st
and obey. Brothers and sisters from all
ower came o mar aid in our me of nead,
azain and azam This in itself was diffionkt
o understand and sccept. We had to leam
a whole new paradigm of life, how o
receaive.

Contmaally each day, prayers wounlkd be
Lfted up for guidance Ome specific prayer
that seemed to po imanswered was for Him
to find someone to bay our old farmstead.
But like 511 things asked for, one nnest con-
sider {Fod’s time. Far ws, in what seemed an
esemity but in reality was biinding spasd
o home of over twendy years finslly sobd.

S Conta Ty i kerd 1o snmn .,
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It was a bitterswes! Memory, SVED DOW.
Looking back, it was when thinzs began
o move faster than one could conceive; at

God-zpeed.
In a blmding fory, we clemmed, mowed,

High Country Polaris, Inc.
200 Pineola St. Newland 828-737-3060

www.highcountrymahindra.com

-
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In partnership with

HOSPICE
PSS

Rutherford

Camp Erin™ of the Carolinas is a camp for kids and teens,
ages 8 fo 17, who have expenenced the death of someone close
i them. Facilitated by professional staff from Hospice of Ruther-
ford County and traimed volunteers, Camp Erin is offered free of
charge to kids and teens throughout the Carolinas.

At Camp Ernin, kids have an opportunity to be arcund other
kids who have expenenced similar kbosses. They participate in
typical camp aclivities (aris, crafis, field games, and more), as
wiell as activittes designed to help them understand and process
their grief.

This year's Camp Erin of the Carolinas will be held from Fri-
day, November 13th through Sunday, Movember 15th at Sowth
Blountain Chrstian Camp in Bostic, NC. For more information,
please contact Cy Miller at {828)245-0085 or cymillen@hospi-
ceofrutherford.org

Thn i eyer Foundatie and
Haspibee of Rutherond Ceusty

A el Support Comp for Klds & Teans

Please note that space is limited, and campers are
accepied on a first-come, first-serve basis. Preference
iz given to campers who have not attended Camp Erin

before.

on

homes
of MORGANTON

Clayt

The Love of God

By Fev John McCoury
Koan Mowmain, Tmnessed

Chr Scripiure reading for this month is in Ephesians
3:17-18. Aswe observed Paul writng he “ireats the love
gf God ar a cube, having breadih and length, depth and
haight a perfection qf form. Every side of @ cube iz a
parfect square, and from every angle it presents the tame
appearance. ” The Holy of Holies was cube-shaped  so
is the Mew Jeruszlem, and so is the love of God. 1. The
Width of His Love His outstretched srms encormpass all bumanity (John 3:16).
His love remonves our sins “as far as the east from the west™ (Ps. 103:12). 2.
The Length of His Love Btemal, providing His children with everlasting life. 3.
The Depih of His Love. Feaching down o the most homid and hopeless sinmer.
4. The Height of His Love. 45 ife heaverns ane high above the earth, so great is
His mercy foward us ™ (Ps. 103:11 Let us ask the guestion "How do I love thee”
Let me count the ways. I love thes fo the depth and breadih and keight My soul
can reach...  But only God loves us with infinite dimensions. He loves you to
=n endless depres. Paul encouraged the disciples of our Lord at Ephesus to walk
in love. Jesns had commanded his disciples to live by the principle of love (John
13:34-35). Unselfich zacrificial love was to be the badze of identification by
which the world wonld recognize his disciples as his followers. Human beings
need love more than anything else in the world. A famons physician has said,
we must learn to practice love or we will perish. The human spint was made for
love. Withouat love a personality withers and dies like a water lily mansplanted in
& desert. In oo relationship is the practice of Christ like love more necessary or
more productive of happiness than in the mamiage relatonship. In Panl’s great
bymn of love recorded in 1 Corinthians 13, be declares that love is more impor-
tant than amy other gift or ability or acdvity. He sets forth some of the characier-
isfics of Christian love. Christian love is wery patient (v. 4).Christian love is very
kind (. 4).Christian love never boils with jealousy (v. 4).Christian love is never
erwions (v 4).Christian love does not cherish mfated ideas of it own mportance
(v 4).Christizn leve is never rade, unmanmerly, or indecent (v, 5).Christizn love
is never self-sesking, nor does it pursue selfish aimes (v, 5).Christian love is never
guick to take offense and keeps no score of wrongs (v, 5).Christian love is never
glad when others zo wrong (v. §).Christian love always rejoices when truth pre-
vails (v. §).Christian love can overlook faults and is always kopeful for the best
(v. TLChnistan love keeps on loving in spite of scome things that are unlovable (v
8); the mamare of Christian love as et forth in 1 Cor. 13:4-8)

John MeCoury is paztor f Evereresn chunch in Roan Mowntom, Temessee and
also chaplain ar Rean Highlands Nursing Center:

(140 Exil 10:3) i
12746 Burkemont Ave

nton, NC
B28.433.8455

.§
:
5
:
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February is not JUST for LOVE
IT IS ALSO FOR LIVING.

American Heart Health Month
» Add Daily Exercise
* I[ncrease Healthy Eating
* Quit Smoking
» Make Heart Health a Priority

PruittHealth Home Health would
n g like to take the opportunity to
nr, . ) serve you in your time of need!
x PI"LIItt We strive to provide the best
- quality services for your home
health needs.

Our services include:
Avery County:

(628) 733-1550 * skilled nursing

* physical, occupational
Mitchell County: and speech therapies
(828) 688-3421 « medical social work
* home health aides
Yancey County: :
(828) 682-7825 We serve Ave_ryr, Mltchgll, Yancey
and surrounding counties.

Pruitthealth.com
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BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Roan Rd. - P.O. Box 217 - Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Phone (828) 765-2762 - Fax (828) T65-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

714 American Thread Rd - Marion, NC 28752
Phone (828) 756-4426 - Fax (828) 756-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Cell (828) 385-1099

Chance Boone

CNA positions available. Part-time
and Full-time. Flexible hours.
Call §28-765-4343 for more information

or apply anvtime at oul office Monday
through Fridayv between 7:30 am and 4:00
pm. 125 Skyview Circle. Spruce Pine. next
to the Chevy dealership.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Make Your |

Two 70z. Ribeye Steaks

Cold Salad
Choice of Potato
& Dessert

$25.99
For Both

IS S TS E S EEEEREEEEEREERER

South Hwy 226
Spruce Pine, NC

828.765.9151:

LA A ENENENE]
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Fill My Cup Conference

Fill My Cup
By Sheila Elalock
Mitchell County

“Like the women of the well, T
wizs seeking for things that cowld
not saticfy And then I heard my
smaor speaking- Draw from My
wall that never shall ram dr ™

We were a different group of
Women siting on & sunoy deck,
on a Toesday evening. Some of us were sitangers, some co-workers, some family.
As T lpcked arcund, the thought came to me- “How did I get hete? These Ladies
are mostly sorangers. Where do they go to clarch? Do I believe the same way
they do” Will they accept me? Will they judze me? Will I dizagree with the linle
fiery redhead lady leading the pronp™ Then I listened Weeks later I had the vison
of the izland of mi=fit toys in the Christmas movie Fndolph. This zroup of ladies
was different. We were all 8 muizfit in some way, bt nons in the same way. We
all had a story to tell, some shared their story, some did not, bot I came o see that
was Okay. We were accepiing each other for what we were, broken, scared, bnart-
ingz, confused. Our pasts were different, our presents were different, our fumres
would hold differences, but we all had cne thing in commeon, we were all zoing
to be changed, changed for the beter. Because 3 small group of ladies desired to
pray together, learn about the Bible together, even though we all held a somewhat
different version of that Bible, we all wanted the same thing. “Fill my cup Lord: T
iyt it up Lord; Come and quench this thirsting gf ey zoul ™

As we contimmed to meet we leamed we a1l had one thing in conumon, Tesus.
Jezus had bronght this little island of misfits tomather He was teaching some that
they were loved, some his forgivingness, some to forgive others, some He was
tendprly bringing back to the fold, some to pray, and some to trost him and to mast
others. We ware all learving different things at differemnt tmes and yet we were all
leamning the same thing. Jesus was filling vs up. “Bread qf Heaven, feed me 6l T
werd o mone. Fill my cup, i it wp and make ma whole ™

We were all thirsty at the well
Sorme had brought cups from which
1o draw and some had vessels, but we
were all coming, and all helping each
other to quench their thirst. “And then
I heard myy Savior speaking- “Draw
Jhom My wall that never shall im

mens

onierence

Months and years have passed we
still meet, we still are misfits, we stll
are no denomination, we stll have
differant versions of the Bible, bat
now we have one thing in comumon;
We have each other and we have
Jesus! We have prayer wamiors! We
have on our armor and we know that
we are 3 nnited front that will stand
together, shoulder to shoulder, shield
held high and sword drawm We are
in battle with Satan and we know it!
“50, my brothar if the things that this
wiorld gives you lemee hungers that won Tt pass meay, My Blesred Lovd will comme
and szave you {f vou kneel to Him and humbly pray ©

Ome misfit tells the group; All because God brought a little group of misfit
wiomen together, something great is going to come. Becanse we prayed, or one of
us prayed, one of us was filled, God kas 3 plan. God is geing to work i 2 life or
lives, something is going to happen. “Fill my cup Lord, T 1ift it up Loed.”

Cme evening the fiery redhesd announces o the group; that the Lord has Laid
on ber heart that we are to held a retreat, a conference for local women and teens,
local women ministering to local women. Around the room heads jerk, mouths
drop open, hearts stop, fears creep . doubts take fizht Then we listen. we pray,
we plan and God works. “There are millions in the world who are seeking for
pleasures earthly moods afford But none can match the wondrous treasure that T
find in Jesus Christ ooy Lord. =

YOU ARE CORDIFALLY INVITED TO THE FIRST AMMNUAT, FILL KY
CUP COMFERENCE, FEB . 25TH FROM 9:00 — 4:00, AT 31 CROS55 STREET
COMMERCE CENTER. SPRUCE PINE, MC 28777 This will be 3 time where
local women will give thelr testimony of bow God came to them at the well dur-
ing times of abnse, death. tempiation, loneliness. Local women will share their
gifts of woice, mmsic, snd art. Mursery provided. The cost is free! All we 2=k is
that you contact us before Feb. 15th, fo receive your ticket. This is nondenomina-
nonal snyone is welcome! Call Sheils st 766-9712 or Sandra at $67-1563. Yo
may 2lso contact us on our Facebook page at Fill My Cup Women's Conference.
You may also pick np tickets at Eben Concepts at 138 Highland Ave. Spruce Pine
or Miichell Transportation 73 Cromson Laorel Circle, Suite 7 in Bakerswille.

We don't know 21l the snswers we are not perfect, we still strogzle we are just
simners saved by grace, but together with God's belp we can change the world ones
home st a time.

Mizfirs Bible Study is grovup of ladies that meet evary two weeks In each ofhers
homes. Nondenominational, Mizfits iz a group of ladies praying fo change tha
worid for Christ one home af @ ime, ore womah af @ time. _dxyone wizhing fo
Join may call 766-2712 or email shlalocks@hotmail for the next scheduled meat-
ing date.
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Walnut Grove Church

Sanctity of Marriage

By Pastor Eurt Bomar

Gen 5-1 In the day thar God created man, in the lkeness
of Grod made he him, 1 Male and female created he them,
arnd bessed thew, and cailed their name Adam, in the day
whan rhay ware created.

When God called Adam and Eve “Adam™, He was mak-

mga;u‘nfumdmtanmnmﬂalanmnm “yon aTe :
one”, RJghlfmmﬂlEhng.nmngHewasteachmgnsthﬂwhenmmmﬂE
Covenant of Marmiage we are to do it for life.

I've heard various versions of this complaint throngh the years: “T know God
wants me to be happy and I"m just not happy with this guy/girl so Ihelieve it's
God’s will that we get divorced.” Another one is “1 don't think it’s healthy for our
children to see us fighting all the ome_..*

Ironically there always seems to be someons warting in the wmgs when thesa
complaints come up. But regardless, know that under God’s plan, thera's no one:
dowm the line or around the corper who will give you a greater thrill There's
not another person on earth who will make you happier, more contented or moTe
folfilled. Such is the amaring orystery of matrimony.

There is no greater thrill than sesing your children zrow and walk in the ways
of the Lord. But all that is cast aside by the one who says, “if T have an affair,
God will forgive me and they will too". I believe there is nothing worth losing my
family over and I hope you do too.

The most talked shout sin in the Bible isn’t omrder, theft or lying— it's adultery.
I believe that's becanse of the long-term repercussions.

As we focus oo mamriages this month plesse determine that no matier what
you've besn through, no matter where you've been yon will do whatever it takes
to gnard the sanctity of vour family.

Salah (think about if)

Eurt Bomr is pazior of Walnut Grove Presbyierion Church.

Bakersville Community Health Center
And
Celo Health Center
Announce

A Partnership

On February 1, 2017, two long-established community health
centers will join together to improve access to quality healthcare
and increase services in Yancey and Mitchell Counties.

Retaining their names and locations, the partnership of Celo
Health Center and Bakersville Community Health Center will
ensure stable, consistent care for years to come while increasing
the availability of care for patients across the two counties,
regardless of insurance status or ability to pay.

As community-owned health centers they are proud of their 113
years of combined service to generations of families in the area
and look forward to continuing the tradition of care for years

to come,

Call today for more information or to establish care with one of
OUr providers.

BCHC: Celo Health Center:
688-2104 675-4116
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Miracle-Ear?
o 3 Year Warranty”
» Lifetime Of Aftarcare
* Over 1300 locations to zerve you

Completely hassle-free—no batteries to change.
The new rechargeable RIC employs our GENIUS™ 2.0 technology and takes rechargeability to the
next level. The sleek, fully integrated design delivers 24-hours of performance
with unlimited streaming —all on a single charge.

Key Charging Features ;f] \

» Inductive charging - no charging contacts to align

* LED Indicators - show the status of charging - = |

—
» Fast Charging - only 4 hours for a full 24 hour charge SN ?'mGECH”DLDGE::

BUY ONE GET ONE ! h
50% |

OFF : LI RIC CHARGER

i

1

ME-3B Hearing Solutions With purchase of any LI RIC hearing system.

ffar valid an ME-3B solutions at participating Mirecla-Ear locations. #nyalid at participating Miacle-Ear locations with purchase of LI RIC hearng systam.
Prasious |:v|.|rd|:u.ns wichaded. Explration date 26380 7 List price $2325. Mot vald on prior purchases. Expration date 228017

Marlan Schnelder Chad Parker Wendy Watson
Hearing Inatrument Speacalist Hearing Instrumeant Spacialist Hearing Instrumeant Specialist
MORGANTON
347 Sarford Dr.
828-528-4042
BURNSVILLE LENOIR MARION
60 West LIS HWY 15E 210 Mulbarry St BW, Suite G 70 M. Main 5t., Suita 1
828-548-3549 828-668-5003 828-2371973

* Kl walid on Audioioss® Pra,
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

The Month for Love
By Pastor Broce Cammon

Febmary is the month for love. Hopafally we men (znd
ladies) rempember that the 14th of this month is Valentine's
Diay and an oppornity to be reminded 1o show love for our
spouse, our significant other (if wmmarmed) and even our
children. For children too, are loves of our Life.

We love becanse He, the Lord, first loved wus. We love
becanse He placed within o blueprint the need to love and be loved.

Yet, so nmch of the fime we neglect those extremely special people i our Life.
I am reminded of the old joke told of 2 man who was guestoned abowt showing
affection werbally and physically, to his wife. He was asked how long it had been
since he told ber that be loved her? He replied, “T told her when I mamied her
twenty yvears ago, and I have not changed my mimd. If T chanze oy mimd T will
tEI].hE“

How mamy wives, of significant others. would love to bear those wonderful
words T lowe you'™? How many children would love to hesr these words from
a parent? How many relatonships wonld blossom and thrive with simply saying
thoze words and living them out daily?

A story aired in July, 2012 of children living in a very overcrowded crphanage
in Fomania. These children, because of serons overcrowding, were not held or
shown love like children living in bealthy environments. The effect of this was
bomendous. The children were grossly emotionally and physically underdevel-
oped. Time spent in this enpvironment even cased their brain cell bodies (erey
matter) fo shrink  The story stated:

"Infants and young children expect an epviomment in which they are going to
mteract and receive muoturance, not only food bat psychological nurfurance, from
aduli caregivers." (hop-www livescience com2 177 E-earhy-neglect-alters-kids-

All Buck Stove

Wood and Gas
stoves on sale

A o

i eyl Toyostove
Protect, murmre and encouraze the relatonship you have with your spouse and
otkers by: Laser L-730 ifﬁvﬂ}

T
- P

Vented | ,
OIL HEATERS | =t
WE.;.":? f’/’:)

1} Saying and meaning those wonderful words, “T love you!™

20 Spend guality time together. o out on a date.

3} Find his or her love lanmage and fill up their love tank.

43 Spend time before the Father asking Him to bless the love of your life.

This mwestent pays off with buge dividends! It is a very worthy undertaking
of our time and will radically improwve our relationships.

R Bruce Canmon currentiy serves az the Sendpr Pastor of Bear Creek Bapiist

Church in Bakersville. Formerly he revved ar DNrector of Mizsiens for the Bladen Cales, Saervice FURNITURE EﬂMP.ﬂ.H"r‘
Baptist Association and has served on the (eneral Board gf the Bapiist State Con- 2k e BN U JARMUE = SIUICE fales WONIH EANDLSE D873
vention qf North Carolina. and installation e T ...:t..'.: -

-
._:#:.-Eur-'uynr_ =:'-33-'i’-ﬂ'_ﬂr5_. we have
provided a “Higher Standard
of Care” for our patients in
their homes and all area

tacilities: a care built on

the principles of comfort, é/ o
dignity, choice and control. At [ ;d{-'f-'-f-'r

As a stand-alone not-for-

profit, we offer this award . . . ?ﬂgg.. ?’M’,ﬁ{fgg_.,

winning care for chronical-

1y and terminally ill patients : : ; ; P
and their families. /gdé a/ﬂ"z %ﬂﬂ{f@ WM,&-{{:E;

828.682.9675 hospiceofyancey.org

856 Georges Fork Rd. Burnsville, NC
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Would you be willing to bring joy and love to an elderly person at
Brian Center Spruce Pine?

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS to help us with the following services
and activities:

* Religious services and parties

* Help with crafts, games

« Setting up and clearing of activity area

* Reading to residents

« Visiting and talking

* 1 on 1 companionship to those who are unable to attend activities
» Gardening

 Pet therapy

* Encouraging residents to attend and participate in activities and
social events

* OR bring a new fresh idea to our residents

Call the Activity Director, Kristin Lowe,
of Brian Center
Spruce Pine (828) 765-7312 for more information.
Thank You for considering this opportunity to make
a difference in someone’s life.

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

www. bremews . com
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Keys to Making a
Long-Term Relationship

By Tracy Black
Mitchell County

Oftenn, we are asked, “Since va'll deal with viclent, bad re-
latiomships, what makes a3 good relstdonship? Tust as “bad™
telationships are based on Power and Control, we believe
that “geod” relatonships, whether they are fiendships, busi-
ness parmerships or romantic. are based on Equality.

Here are the 8 traits of an equal relationship:

= Mon-Threatsning Behavior - pariners in a heslthy relanonship will smve to
make their parmer fesl safe and comfortable in being who they are.

* Razpect - parmers will be respectfol of their parmer’s opindions and understand
that everyone has difersnt opinions and that’s akay.

= Trust and Support -parmers will support each other’s goals in life and mst
theeir night to have their own feelings, fiends and acvities.

= Rasponsible Parenfing - partners will share parental responsibilites and du-
tes. They will be positive role models for the children.

= Shared Fesponsibility - pariers will agree o & fair distribation of work and

= Economics -parimers will make money decisions together and will make sure
those decisions will benefit both parmers.

= Memotiation and Fairness - parmers will seek to find ways to resohre conflicts
so both are satisfied They will be willinz to compromise, and willng to accept
change.

If yvou &re in & lonz-term marriage, [ am sure you recognize many of these
things as nonmal parts of how you do things. Be assured that modeling these
qualities will not only kead to 3 more stable long ternm relationship, bat will build a
foundation that the generations to come can follow and leam.

Spring Quarter Begins

By Tom Walker
MeDaweall Coury

The 5pring Quarter will begin on Bdarch 13th at Foothills
Bqltlﬂtﬂible College. This is the 4th years of operation; the
first pradnating class was held last sum-
MET.

FHEC is a plare whers men and wom-
en can leam more showut the muths of the Word of God. It is
the belief of the school and i administration that the Bible is
the inspired, inerrant and mifallible Word of God. The school
rejects the idea that the Bible only contains or that it becomes
ihe Word of the Lord. It is God's truth for every generation.

Both men and women alike are welcome fo smdy at Foothills Baptist Bible
College. The school is not only for preachers. teachers and missionaries, it is also
a place where people can g0 and learn more sbout what God las to say to this
ESnEeratiom.

The faculty has the proper educational qualifications and a heart for the students
and their walfare and concems. Every instmctor has reached the Doctoral level m
the edurational process.

e can earm an Associste Diegree A Bachelor Diegree, A Masters Degree, or a
Dipctorzl degree in theology or Christian Education.

FEBC helds night classes. This is good for those who must work a daytime job.
It gives them an oppormnity fo keep working their jobs and yet have a night to
come to further their education

The courses whech will be taught in the Spring guamer are as fiollows:

Peniod 1-The Book of Genesis- Dr. Gary Laney- §:30-7:05 PR
Period 2-The Book of Eevelamon II- Dir. Tom Walker- 7:10-7:45 BhL
Period 3-The Book of Izaizh- Dr Eric Grindstaff- 7-55-8:30 BM
Period 4-The Book of Acts- Dr. Tom Walker- §:35-0:10 B

Those courses can be taken for credit or they can be mdited A hizh school
diplorna or 3 GED is required to take courses for cradit. They can be mdited with-
out kaving a hizgh school diploma. Auditing means you can come to class, listen to
the lectures and receive a syllabus, but do not have to do all the oniside work that
stadents stodying for credit have to complete.

The first class begins oo March 14th 2t 6:30 PM. You can register for classes by
callimg 828-442-7015 for more infonmation or to pre-register. If vou can sign up
early before the first day of classes, it would be helpful in pre-ordering materials.
Prospective stadents can call for an appointment

Visit the school web site at www FoothillsBBC org.

Tracy Black iz the dssociate Director gf Mitchell Coungy SgfePlace. She can be
reached at 828-763-40135 or racyeblack@bellzouth.net.

Tom Walker is President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zien Hill
Baptizt Church in Marion, NC.

BUCK'S

www.buckstinyhouses.com

n Find us on:
b
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Avery County High School- Up to this point in the school year, winter weather
has not had 3 fremendous impact on our schedule bt it always creates some
challenzes. Aswe mest those challenpas, we express our sinceTe appreciation
to everyone for their patience and mpport 85 we storive to make decisions that
promote safaty

As of Friday, Janusry 27, bere is where we are with days missed due to inclement
waather:

1. 3 days have been missed.

2_ 7 bours missed for Delays/ Early Dismizsals.

3. The extended instmuctionsl tme has allowed us to not make up the 3 days we
hawve missed and if the additional tme s contimied wnafil the end of the year there
will be 8 or 9 more days that can be used to make-up thme.

During the wintsr months when roads becorme kazardons due to spow and ice,
our goal is to ransport shudents to and from school in the safest mapner possihle.
We realize that por buses camy vour most tressured possession, and we comumnit o
offer the best and safest travel possible. Our school bus drivers and franspertation
specialists are well frainsd. dedicated and conuwitted to the safety of each child
in the Avery County Schools. Onur buses begin to lesve as early a5 5:20 a.m. each
moming and do not complets their sfternoon rowtes until & pom. Cur goal is o
make 3 decision about the operstion of school by 4:30 am. each moming after
driving on reads around the county, reviewing locsl forecasts and malking with
meteorologists, espacially Ray's Weather

Buarle County

Burlke Coanty Chamber of Commerce - Tioe and Tails—n benefit A Batter Life
Animal Resrne Feb 11th at 7:00pm at Silver Fork Winery, The Pavilion 575.00
PET p2rson.

Catawhba Eiver Bapfist Association - Mindsters and Wives Fellowship Mon Peb
13th 6:30pm Wilker Fzad Baptst Church $10.00 per person call by Feb 5th for
reservations at §25-437-0137.

Aszoriational BA Facers Competition - Samrday March 4th 0=k Fidze Baptist
Church Registration: 9200 to 10:00am Cost $35.00 per car Luoach will be served to
EVETyOOE

For more info www baptistsonmission org/Church-Programs Royal-Ambasss-
daors

Christian Buviness Men"s Connection (Morganton) - We are a movement of
Men to Experience the Power of One God, the Value of One Man mnd the Tever-
gge of One Team resnlting in the Spirital Reproduction among Businessmen
Please join ns for hmch at one of our weakly Bible smdy meetings: Tossday,

12:00 poon at the Connmmity House, Morganton. Contact: Wayne Giese, B28-
413-5819.

Alorganton Seventh-day Adventisi-Burle Coanty - "Punniest Homme Videos"
Fundraiser Dinner and Show! Samrday, Febmeary 25th., at §:30 p.m., at the Silver
Creek Adventist School 2195 JTamestown Foad, Meorganton, BLC. 2B855.

Aglow International Hiclory Lighthouwse Hickory Lighthouze meetings are the
second Satorday of each month.

MicTroarell Coamnky

Clinchfield Bapfist Church (Aarion) — We are accepting resumes fior Mindster
of Music. Current worship style is blended using both wadidonsl hymmns choral,
and contemnporary srangements with soloist and choir. The position s 3 paid part-
e position and imvolves organizing and leading the chuoch's music minismies
both adult and children. Baptist backeround prefemed. Send resumes with refer-
ences to Clinchfieldbaptistchurchd@frontier com or to address 1150 East Court
Sireet, Manon, MC 28752 Arn: Personne! Cormmmittes,

First Bapfist Church of Marion - Belize Mpdical Mission Begistration is now
complete for the 2017 Balize Medics] Mizsion Trp. 14 are onboard and preparing
to provide free chinics in 5 underserved villages im the northern Corozal District of
the conntry, The team is cnrrently raising funds for medical supplies and medi-
cines. Contributions are greatly sppreciated. Please make your donstions to FEC
for the Belize Medical Fund. For more info., please contact Scott Hagaman

New HOPE of McDowell (AMarion) - Mew HOPE of McDowell is seeking a full-
fime Associzte Ddrector - Shelter Manger New HOPE of McDiowell is 2 non-prof-
it domestic violence and sexnal azsault apsncy located in MoDowell County, HC.
This position inchudes benefits such as employee bealth insurance and paid vaca-
fion, personsal. and sick time. The primary purpose of this position is to provide
direct client services and advocacy to victims of domestic violence and sexsl
szeanlt and their children as well sssisting with carmying oot the strategic goals
and objectives of the organization, providing direct leadership and supervision to
of the Executive Director/\Court Advecate and Board of Directors.

Alnichell County
Bear Creek Baptist Church-Ledzer - Associational Bible Dirnlls vill be held at

Bear Creek Baptist Church on March 25th at 10:00am.
The Promitive Quartet will be at Bear Cresk on March 19th st §:00pm.

Women's Prayer Breskfast at Helen's Restsurant on Friday Febmary 10, 2017
at Helen 8:00am. Ordering from menn. All womnen re imvited.
Celebrate Fecovery - This is & Christ and Biblical Based Program giving belp
for men_ women and families suffering from addiction Awy question contact Fosh
Wise/m 385-0051

There will be 3 mesting avery Thorsday night with someone thers to talk o

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Church in Achevills
is sponsoring a home fellowship and Bible Smdy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is keld on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm at 7% Szan Dir. (Estatoe aes—off Brushy
Creek Fid). We are smdying the Gospel of Tohn corently. (Call Jobn Jackson T80~
T3-3700 for information and directions. And bring your Bible

Support Groop For Caregivers Of Those With Aemory Loss To Hald AMeet-
ings The First Friday Of Each AMonfh From 1-3Pm - Care & Share 3 newly-
formed support syoup for caregivers of loved ones who have memory loss, will
hold monthly meetings st the offices of Hospice & Pallistive Care of the Blue
Fidgze 238 Hospital Dr in Sproce Pine, from 1:00 PR to 3200 B3 High Coum-
iy Caregiver Foundstion welcomes and encourages all caregivers to attend.

Families dealing with a loved cne with memory loss can quickly become ex-
hausted, reumatized sand isolated snd this new group mtends to provide support,
friendship, education, information and referrals for caregivers. Monthly meetings
held on the first Pridsy of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
There will be opporiunities for caregivers to tell their stores, leam nsefil mps,
irade mformation snd give and gain support to ofhers in the same simation.

For farther information sbout the group and the mesting pleass contact Suzanne
Bussell af (714} §14-5867 or Janet Ouzts af jootonztsGyaboo.com.

First Baptist Church Spruce Pine - First Baptist Church of Sprace Pine is
sepking & part-time Childeare provider for their toddler marsery. The position will
require approxinately eight hours per week consisting of 4.5 hours on Sunday
moming, 1.5 hours on Sundsy mights, sod 2 hours on Wednesday nights plus other
hours during special events 25 needed The positon will require a spirit-fillad
caring and responsible childoare provider who will focus on providing = safe
enviromment for teddlers. Omalifications include experience in caring for young
children and the physical ability to meet their active needs; 2-3 references; and
willingness to submit fo 2 background check. CPR is required and First Aid is
recommended and can be completed once smployed. The hourly pay is §13-320
per hour znd is negotiable based on expenience snd qualifications.

Applicants should contact First Baptist Chorch, 125 Tappan Street, Sprooce Pine,
WC 28777, Phone # 828-765-0411 BExt 301.

Afchell Baphist Associafion-Sprace Pine - A Prarse and Thenkspiving service
has been schednled for Tuesdsy, February 7, 7200 p.m |, at Berry Chapel Baptist
Chuarch, in Sprace Pine. If you remsmber, and T'm sure you do, bundreds of us
gathered at the To-County Tabemacle in Sprace Pine, and prayed for divine inter-
venton i the past election God answered onr prayers and we owe it to Him to
give thanks Hopefolly, we can bave 25 many or more than we bad at that ome.

This will be a time of prayer and praise onby. Mo preaching. We simply want
o acknowledse the poodness of God and to recopnize Him for His mamy bless-
ings. We prayed sbout the election and be answered. We prayed for rain and He
answersd.

I zm reminded often of the words of our Lord after he had healed the ten lepers.
Omly cne came back to thank Him and His words wers “whers are the mina"_ 1
never want to be one of "the nime™.

We owe the Lord so mmch for what he kas dope We enconrage everyone fo
comme. All charches, all denominations, all Choistisns and all people regandless of
palifical or religious affiliation, are invited to coane ot oo Febmeary 7th and let's
just praise God. Please share this with your church fandly and plan to bring a buas
load.

Berry Chapel Baptst Clurch is locared oo Altapass Foad sbowt one tenth mile
past the Spruce Pine Hospital on the ight  This event is sponsored by Mitchell
Baptist Association.

Spruce Pine Farmer's AMarket Moves Indoors! - We will have baked poods,
fresh epps pork, prass fed beef and more. The market is invzidis the Pizzra Shop
and Dry County Brewing Company from 12-4pm. The indoor markets will be
once a mont the 15t Saturday of the month from Decamber through Aprl. Comea
shop kocal with us,

Bed Cross Blood Donabion - The American Fed Cross serving Mitchell and
Yancey County has vohmteer positions open 35 Blood Donor Ambassadors assist-
ing in the areas of Reception and Hospitality at local Blood doves in Spmce Pine
znd Burnsville. With the need for blood donations increased during the holidays,
this is 3 critical role and meaningfol way to serve an wrgent need throngh the Red
Cross. Drives are held at the First Baptist Chuoch of Spruce Pine and the Higging
Memorial Methodist Charch in Burpsville. Vohmteers serving in this role help
the Red Cross provide 2 great blood donation experience for donors - belpimg

o save lives. For more information and to apply go to kitpcwaw redoross org!
volontesror contact Kimberly Brewster, Voluntesr Services Specialist supporting
the Mitchell and Yancey area blood drives at kimberly brewsteniirediross orf o
B28-333-9809.

Sommer 2017 Warlshops at Penland - Say hello to Penland's Swmmer 2017
workshop cataloz, now online in fill 23 a PDF! We're beyvond excited to have 87

www. brenews. com
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great workshops on offer this year. Take a look and come join us in the stedios
o build bikes or books or bowls or brooches or . TAll applicanions received by
Febmary 11 will be entered into the earky registranon lottery. Scholarships are
evailable fior all workshops: apply by Felbrueary 17.

Tipton Hill Commuwity Fonndafion (Tipton Hill) — Comntry Breskfast the first
Sanrdsy each month, 730 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Church across from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemade sansage, scrambled eggs, gravy, jelliss,
juice and coffes. Eat in or take-out, all fonds support the Tipton Hill Comnmamity
Foumdation.

The Foundation is happy to ammounce the Lending Library is now open at the
Tipton hill Compmnity Center The Lending Library leans books to mdividuals
&t no cost. Housed in the gray ouwtdoor building to the lefi of dhe front steps of the
Community Center, the Lending Library ka appropriate books for all ages except
for preschoolers: books for that ape are stll needed Books have been donsted by
private citizens, Bowman Middle School Library, and the AMY regional library
Bookmobile. Catepories of books currently inclhade fiction history, biographies,
religion and miccellanecns. The Lending [ibrary operstes on the honor system:
take 3 book, keep it as long as you want, and remm the book. The Foundation
a=ks that each person not take more than five books 2t one ttme 50 your neizghbors
may participate. Donations would be appreciated. The Library is open 24/7 and is
nnlocked at all time.

Tipton Hill Comnmmity Foundation and Center for Fural Health Innovations
wishes to fmvite everyone to an Open House at the Tipton Hill Community Poun-
dation in Tipton Hill on Samrday, Febmary 18th from 2-4 P Refreshments will
be served and you will have an oppormumty to look st the pew equipment and ralk
with the providers of the new medical service being provided to the comrnmity.
A fantastic new service for the arag

This service i3 now open Monday, Toesday snd Thorsdays fomm 9000 - 12:00
AM

Women's Frayer Brealfast: If you would hike to join a group of women who
are dediczted to praying, leaming abount God's will, znd fellowshipping, comme join
ns for breskfast at Helen's Festaurant in Bakersville on Feb 10th at 3:00am. We
will be ending by 10:00am. Open to all-for more information call Barbara Harrell
gt 828-267-3644 or email at barbarah/zbrcnews. com.

Yancey County

Calyvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Fine - Calvary Chapel Chorch in Asheyille
iz sponsoring 8 bome fellowship and Bible Stody in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is beld on Thursday evenines at 7:00pm st 79 Sean Dir. (Estatoe arez—off Broshy
Creek Fd). We are studying the Gospel of John curently. Call Jobn Fackson 760-
T93-379%9 for information and directions. And brng your Bible.

Higgins Memorial United Methodist Church - Bible Study Fellowship (B5F)
Men's Class mesting in Burnsville announces that its new study year will begin
September 13th at §:55 pm and the class is being hosted by Higgins Methodist
— 101 M. Main Street, Bumsyville This year's stady will focns on the Gospel of
John

Bible Smdy Fellowship (B5F) is an infermationsl snd mierdenominsnons] Bibla
class for men of all apes. denominations, peceraphic lncations and backeroumds
— all men living in Western Morth Carolina are encouraged to join the study. The
group, for beginner or advanced Bible stodents. wall mest from 655 to §:55 pm
each Tuesday evening throngh May —just show up any Toesday evening begin-
ning Septemnber 13th to join the zroup and the smdy.

For more local infonmation, call Mike Lawrence — 204-254-6303 (jamesmi-
chaellawrencedigmail. com) or Harvey Schestag — E28-284-0707 (harveysche-
stagiaiemail comt) or go o wwabsfinternational org for comprehensive informa-
tion shout BSE.

Launrel Branch Baptist Church {Burnsville) — Sesking bi-vocational pastor,
please email re;ome to floTescappsiTifrontier com.

Shoals Creek Baptist Chuarch - Mecxt month on Wednesday evening, Febmeary
15, 2017 @ .00 pm as part of our Fellowship meal, we will have Fev. Pairick
Balialdufﬂemhrsumﬂlg‘m prowiding music and a presentation of Monntain-
eer Minisiries (this is 3 norsing home ministry that be does through Henderson
Couaniy). Pamick is a mmlt-talented blue zrass’ gospel musician who plays mamy
imsmunents proficienty. We will take up a love offenmg i sapport of what be
does.

Sounth Extates Baptist Charch-Burnsville - On barch 12-15 South Estatoe will
be holding Fevival Meetings at 7-:00pm. Guest speaker will be Micky Waters
fromn the Poovey’s Chapel Baptist Church in Hudson, WC For more info call 828-
§75-4351 (church office)) §75-1814 (Parsonage) or 208-4347 (cell) .

Trac Anmounces 200617 Grant Becipients - The Toe River Ars Council,
Asheville Area Arrs Conncil, snd the Madison County Arts Conncil are pleased to
announce the 20162017 Eegional Artist Project Grant recipients.

The Fegional Artist Project Grant (BLATG) is an amomal grant program that
provides financizl support to developing professionals by funding a project pivotal
io the advancement of their careers as anists. The selection criteria include sriistic
merit, the potential of the project to contribute to the amist's professional growth,
end the feasibility of the project self

This year's grant cycle received 50 applicants with ower 554,004 in requests
from all art disciplines. A total of 311,500 was awarded. The Fegional Artist
Ciounties); Madizon Arts Couneil; Asheyills Arvea Ares Coumeil (Bunecombs
Connty) with support from Avery County, snd the MNorth Caroling Arts Coumcil, a
division of the WNIC Deparment of Matral snd Culmral Besources, 3 state agency.

Yancey County Meals om Wheels (Burnsville) — Volonteers needed to daliver
meals to Yancey County shut-ins, any wesekday, 1030 am - noon. If you would
like to volanteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-8011.

Aaviand Community College - Small Business Center- Allen Cook, Director,
E-Bdail: tﬂ[@mﬂﬂhﬁmmmmmmmm
Telephone Mumber: 828-765-1295

To register for free classes, call Alsn Cook at 828-766-1205 or email tocokf)
mayland edu

FEEE OMLINE SMATI BUSINESS SEMIMNARS
Introducing Small BizUl! We know you are busy so the Mayland Small Business
Center is offering fres online buasiness classes to fit your lifestyle.

How to register for a Free Online Class: Go to waw ncshe net'events aspx and
click the "Location” drop down menn to select "At Center.” From the "Center™
drop down box select "Mayland Comnumity College Small Business Center.”
Omce the location and center are entered click "search™ o view the online semi-
pars below. Click the register burton to sign up and receive a link to view the
online class.

Creating 3 Loan Package -This conrse details the exact set of steps necessary in
preparing & comprehensive loan package request. Typical loan formns and require-
ments are explained and mnchaded This course bays it on the line conceming
what a lender is really looking for and how they evaluate loan requests. Smply
understanding the way 3 lender thinks can more than double your effectivensass in
raising money for your business.

Finding Money to Start 3 Business -A comprebensive ten-part conrse oo the
tactics of how money is really raised for small business fonmation. The course ex-
amines the sources of available capital and an overview conceming the diffsrence
bemwesn debt and equity. The course walks you through the maze of financial
terms and actics neceszary 1o successinlly identify and secure money for 4 new
business venturs.

Finding and Atracting an Investor -Finding and Anracting an Investor exam-
ines the peculisr neture of invesonent capital. The course presents practical tactics
on hoar to Sdentify and sscore differsnt types of capital mehiding sesd capital
angel capital, and venture capital. The process used by different kinds of investors
is presented and the tools for completing the fimd-raising process are presented.
Special forus is given to the federal and state laws that govern the capital and
seCnrities process.

Creating Financial Projections -Financial projections are a collection of state-
ments that present a muonencal model of your bosiness. Leamm how to create &
projected income statement, cash flow statement. balance sheet, and breskewven
point znalysis. Understand what financial projections are and what comprises a
zood set of projections.

Apcomnting 101: The Basics of Bookkeeping -Take command of 3 bookstore
snd coffee har and see how money moves in and oot of 3 bosiness while lsam-
ing the fimdamentals of accoumting at the same time This course provides an
in-depth look at each of the prmary accouning rapsactions uwsed o 3 business.
Without nsing any accounting jargon to begin with, the couwrse demonsrates how
to keep score in a business through a simple scorecard approach.

Creating Buzz: Markefing on Small Budgst -Creating Buzz is one of the most
comprehensive courses on how markefing is actially executed in a small basi-
ness. Creating Buzz is packed-full of lmdreds of strategies, checklists, and tips
scross the realms of network theory, positionimg, advertising meadia word-of-
mouth campairms. publicity, sand poblic relstions. From mformal easy-to-do
tactics o fnll-Aedzed formal marketing plans. fhe lessons taught in this course ara
paramount to Anyone STOWILE &0 OrFamzafion.

Pricing Stratesy and Tactics -Pricing is the moment of trath-all of market-

ing comes to fiorns in the pricing decision. And yet, pricing is one of the least
undersiood of 2]l the activites in markefing. From the findamentals of pricing to
advanced disoessions on psycholozical theories focnsed on pricing fommuakation,
this course is essenfial to anyone responsible for making the price decision.
Warket Insight: Conducting Market Fesearch -Any entreprensur should want to
know as much as possible abount their market This course provides the puidance
and resources necessary to develop a working knowledge.

Understanding Advertising and Promotions -This cowrse pressnts a media-bey-
medis discossion of the tips and tricks wsed by marketing professionals when
sdvertising a product or service. Learn how to set an advertising budget. leam
why it's befter to mm two smasller ads than one larger one, lesm how to comectly
position your product and howr to best design an effective marketing messsze.
and leamn what you need to knoar ot selecting media for am ad campaizn Thig
Course ﬂsupr&uﬁmmmnfptﬁh:mlﬂmstnﬂ:u and internet markenne

Hhﬂzﬁnglﬂl‘TheFmﬂmmm]s -This cpurse descnbes the fondsmentals of the
most important aspect of any business: marketing. Leam the concepts taught in
college-level courses in just & few bows including the *5Ps"-Frodoct, Fromotion,
Price, Place, and Positioning At the end of this course, you will be abls to create
2 comprehensive marketing plan for business that encompasses a creative plan a
posittoming plan and 3 media markenng calendar.

How to Write 3 Business Plan -This ten-part course walks youn through the details

contimed on page 31
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New Mitchell County
4-H Extension Agent
By Kim Slomick
Mitchell County

The Mitchell County Center of
Morth Caroling Cooperative Exten- ‘I'
A =ion would like to welcome Faley |
Browm to the extension staff as the
new Mitchell County 4-H Exten- B
sionm Agent Kaley recently graduated from W.C. State
University with a degres in Animal Science.

% Ealey will be responstble for providing leadership
for the development, implementation, evaluation, and
marketing of an effective educational program in 4+-H
and vouth development. You can contact Faley at the
Bdrtchell County Extension Center, 823-688-4811.

A

R v
i
Ealey Brown

Kim STomick iz 4-H Program dssiztant for the NC Cooperative Extension-Mirch-
el County Cemter, you may contact her at Bm_slotmickhancedi.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRIL 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”

No Trips Scheduled for
February
Happy Valentine

%fmtme
SPECIALS

DINNER Choose Two:
for 2 Sirlion, Shrimp
$3 0_ 00 or Chicken
Valentine Special good Chaice of 2 sides,
February 10th, 11th, 13th, 146 appetizer and dessert
Saturday Moming Breakfast Buffet
from 8:00 to 10-30am
M-Tues: 11:00am-800pm
Wed: 11:00am-2:00pm
Thure: 11:00am-8:00sm
Burnsville, NC Fri: 11:00am-8:00pm

828-678-3388 5 0amtllm

A new commandmeni I give unte you,
Thar ye love one another; as I hive loved
you, that ye alse love one anether. John
13:34-35

Morganton Seventh-day

Um:phimbk Love
By Cindy Mercer
Burke County

When some people say they are excited, vou knowr
it withont 3 dowbt! Yo may bear squeals of jubiks-
tion amd quotes Hke, “This is 50 amazing!! Mothing
like this has ever happened to me befor=!™ Or you
may see people doing semersaults, punping up amd
dowm ar clicking their beels in the air

ion are probably thinking all of the sbove wounld
be the expression of someone who is i love for the
first timne. . .and while this may be e, I am acmally
describing the scene of what one wiould expect from
somepns who won the lothery.

Mow before you get any ideas stay tuned  This ends up being 3 zpod lowve story.
And who doesn’t like thatr? Follow me 55 I share the story of Eim and Steve.

Eim was excited! Maybe excited is too muild 2 word. She was euphorsc! She was
wild with delizit. Her lnsshand, Steve, had just won the Ohiio state lotteny of several
nuillion doflars—35 107,000 per yvear for 20 yezrs. To top it off, be woa the lotery 2
second mme to the nme of 100,000, This Dayton couple could bive the life of their
dreams. Incredible pleasures lay st their fimgertips.

There was oaly one problem. Kim was having an extramarital affair and she knew
the win would cause only greater problems. She didn’t want to walk away from mil-
Lipms, bar certainly didn’t want w end the affair sither. She wanted Steve’s money, bt
had o inferest in hiz love. The lottery winnings dorminated Eim's mind  She plotted
o zet the money and finally came up with a plan to hire a hit man to kil ber boshand.

While she discussed her plan on the phone with her lover, her 21 -year-old som Lis-
tened to the enfire comwersstion. Soon polics amested Kim for plotting her mshand's
desth—for 3 mere 5500, She had put §25 down, with the balance to be paid when the
jobwas dome.

Surprisingly enough Steve repeatedly visited Fim in preson. ““You doa’t wash 22
years umder the bridze ™ he explaimed. Their relanonship zrew. He dilipsnily fought
o have her sentence reduced. He dropped all his charges against her. His love broke
her beart. His loving mitiatve tonched something deep mside. Eim saw her affair
for what is was—a cheap imitation of the real tunz. How could she resist the real,
Eennine, awthentic love of ooe who wounld ot let ber zo7 How could she be undaithifil
o somebody so faithfl to her? How could she fum her back on one who embraced
her with hiz love? She couldn’t She wouldn't When she finally gof out of prison,
she threwr her arms around hiny, sobbing, “Please. never never, never let me gol™

Their friends of conrse called thern crazy and Steve mmd Fim didn't disagrea. “Love
is a state of insamity amyway. .. Yon just canmos explain it,” Steve saud

od's mmoonditonsl love is cerainly noexplainable. Unconditions] love is a love
that perseveres no matter what. Itis a lowe that &= not dependent on the one being
loved Here is an almost nnbelievable tousht

Them is pothing you can do o get God to love you amy less. Onr actions do not
determime His love—His heart does. When we tum our backs on Him, He loves ns
still. When we reject His mnvitation to follow Him, He boves us stll. When we viokate
brask His heart. Our had decisions may give Him deep grief, bot nothing we do can
chomma His steadfast love.

I can’r o awvay from thar bowve. AT can do s fall ot his feet and thank Fom for-
ever for loving me so.

Mow...don't yvou love a good “love stary™™

Rick Mercar iz the pastor of the Morzanton Seventh-day Advenrict Church af
2187 Jomestown Road, Morsanion. They can be reached at §70-820-3542 or
cimercerigitds nel. Check out www.morgantfonsda.org. Their passion is fo share
the love af Jesus with all who will listen.

L]

Jamie Miller, CPA:,‘

i

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

2301 Rutherford
Marion, NC 287562

phone: 828.662 6777
fax: 828 652 6755

1138 Greamwood Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

phone: 828.765.4400
fan: B28.765.4580
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Mine Creek Baptist Church

And The Rains Came. ..
By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Mitchell County

The dry season thar happensd last year seems tobe a
distant memory. Hardby awyone brings it np in a conver-
safion Often during the summer of 201§ people wounld
say things liks “We need rain badly’™ Others wounld talk
shout hery dry their pardens and yards were getting. I s
several church signs that were instmicting everyome to
“Pray for rain!" We made rzin a special object of prayer
duaring our Wednesday might prayer meeting mamy Gmes.
Almost every tme I watched the news for the weather the shorifall of rain was al-
ways mentioned. The weatherman (or woman) would talk sbout how many inches
we wers behind for a certain month.

In the middle of all that came along the climare change guous. There were
special interviews with different people talking sbout how the climate change
problem was causmg the shortfall in rain. Tost 3 few vears back it was called
global wamming When that didn’t work oot they changed 1t to climate change. If
you think akont it they™ve been telling ws for vears that if it's too cold, too hot, too
warmL too wet, tod dry, too smowy, too icy, oo cloudy, too sunny, too windy:, too
still, too whatewver, it's because of climate changze.

Although there wers some dry places a few times, I confimned o mow my
yard. All during the summer people were mowing, fimming grass, and tending
their gardens. For sure the
grass slowed in ifs grow-
ing, tnat it grew nonetheless,
A few times [ hooked up
oy sprinklers to water the
zarden. Some of the local
streams here got low. A fal-
oy T kmow szid he caught a
trout and it kad a tck on it

went info one of the local gas ek
stations often vou conld over
hear people talking and the
dry weather was the topic of conversations.

Sompe time in late Movember or early December the weatherman said that the
weather pattern was going to change becanse of the change in what they call the
jet stream. Sure enough it nmst have changed. Faim began to come every few
dayz. Everyone was excited and thankfinl T even posted a wideo of it raining on
my Facebook page! The comversations began to change from how dry it has been
fo the good rain we were pefting. We were a1l very thankfol to say the lesst.

During all the dry weather we experienced the Lord kept remindmg me of
this thoaght, “Tt will rain.™ So whenever somepns would bring it up I would tell
them that the rain will come. I kept fellmg folks that God wonld send the rain we
needed. Wow I"m not in any way saying that the dry westher wasn't a serions sim-
ation. Crops were affected, wildfires burned (memy if not most started by arson),
and people lost their lives, homes, and businesses in some places. We prayed and
will confinne o pray for those affected. Some folks had thedir wells and springs
dry up also. Cermainly it cansed some major problems. But in the midst of it all,
Grod kept reminding me that the rains would come and they did.

Every since [ was 3 boy I remembeer times when the westher was what we
wipnld call odd. There are late snowstorms in the spring. Sometimes i Japnary
and Febmary there were daye the temperatures would be in the T0s. There were
sumumers when it was dry and hot and sommers when it was wet and cool. Wintdsr
somesimes brought lots of spow and some years we conld hardly get a snow day
from school Every since I can remermber the clonate has changed! Wow all of
a sudden many are freaking out by something that las been going on since the
beginning!

You might be asking “Preacher, what's the point n 211 this™ Well the point is
this; I believe many have listened too omach to the docirines of the world and have
forgotten the promize of God. God has made mankingd a pronise sboar the climate
in Hiz Word. The problem has been that man has abandoned God’s word. MMany
Christians themselves have apparently forpotten the promise (God made to MNoah
and a1l of mankind. Genesis §:20-22 dnd Noah builded an altar unto the Lord;
amd took qf evary claan beast, and gf every claan fowi, ond offered emt gfferings
o the aitar dnd the Lovd smelled a sweet sovour; and the Lord said i hiz haarr,
Twill not again curse the growmd arqy more for man & sake; for the imagination gf
mier & heart I vl from Ris youth,; netther will I again smiie ary more avery thing
Iiving, az I henve dore. While the earth remaimeth, seediime and harvest, and cold
ard hiead, and summmeer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.

MWow if you don't believe in the promises and truth of God’s word, this won't
mean anything to you But, as believers in God and His Word, this foath should
surely change our perspective on things. This earth and the universe are in the
care and control of their Creator We are centzinly to be good stewards of the
resources (God has given to us, that is just common sense. God promises us that
as long as this earth remasins the seasons will come and go. This earth will remain
unfil the day God himeself judzes it. Best in His promizes and wee some wisdom
whean it comes to being a steward of His creation.

This moming I'm leoking out the windows of oy home and watching the rzin
fall into the larze ponddles. Last night we could hear the rain falling cutside the
chuoch during the evening service. I believe m the promise that God has given
about this earth! WhyT Bacamse once agam, just as He said it would. . the rains
CAme.

Bits 'n Pieces

and tactics of creanng a comprehensive business plan while helping you avoid the
critical planning mistakes that plague most business plans. As an added boons,
this conrse comes with Active plans Business Planwing Software which helps youn
creats 3 plan narrative and financial projections through 3 simple step-by-step
approack.

How to Start a Business -This course provides the advice snd soategies of the
somme of the leading entreprenenss concerming what it really takes to siar 2 new
ventre. "Startmg a Wew Business™ moves you through the important tasks of
bmilding a srong fovndation for 3 business to the more tacticsl sspects conceming
markefing, managing. and mooey. This conrse will also show you bow to protect
your ideas, how to hire employees, how to find out what licenses and regulations
may apply, 35 well as, provide more than 50 resources of free information that are
available in making your new business a realiny.

Chopsing a Legal Stucture for 2 Business -Exvery new venture has to work the
complen decizion of what legal struciure to choose for the bosiness. This course
making process. An in-depth discussion is presented abount the pros and coans of
strachares such as the sols proprietorship, parmership. "c” or "s" corporation, and
the limited lisbility company (LLC).

Buying a Business

Buying a Business is 3 comprehensive course on how to by the night business at
the right price. Developed by entreprensurs who by businesses for 3 living, this
course offers advice and wisdom in such atess &s: the key guestions to ask of any
seller, the due dilizence process, valuing a business and determining the offer,
negofiztion steps and tactics, and smmple legal apresments,

HOUSE
FOR SALE ?

affordable

HOUSING PROVIDER®

828-412-0822

sillmanhomebuyers.com

—
&
USED
APPLIANCES

* Come and see the friendly staff at Jonathan's
fior all your appliance needs.

* We pepair all major brands of appliances.

* We epair Mondtor Heaters!

Preacher Chriz Rathbone serves ar Pasior af Ming Creek Baprist Church,

:.- e :"'_. . --f
Cash It, Don't Trash It! e Detiiien
We buy your used appliances! * Wazhes
* Dryers
149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC + Sea
828-766-9005 * (Cell) 828-766-9389 e Refrigeratoes
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Opening day of the new session for the 2017-2018 hisnnium of the North Carolina General As- N C Sﬂﬂﬂfﬂ DiSfriﬂf 4 7

sembly comvened on Faonary 11th in Faleigh. I was bonored to be sworn in for my fourth term as
Senator of the 47th Dasmrict. I am proud of the legislative accomplishments of the Morth Carolina
Senate over the past sic yesrs. as well pratefil for the opportunity to contimue serving the cifizens in Mitchell Madison WMcDoanell,
PBplk, Putherford, and Yancey counties for another term.
Following are my top legislative priorities for this session:

= Kaeping House Bill 2 to ensure safety and privacy for women and girls in restrooms, changing rooms, and shower facilities. It is
uncensciomable for a city, town, or onanicipality fo create an crdinance which would force bosinesses and public buildings o allow
men Mo Women’s resirooms.

= Limiting state spending o oo more than inflation plas population growth. COur Bepublican-led legislature has raised revenuss
while lowernng taxes and keeping spending vmder control, allowing us to shore up the rainy day fond to nearly 1.4 billion, and ap-
propriate over $200 million to assist bumicane and wildfire victims. [ am in favor of an amendment to the Morth Carolina Constitution
that would prevent a firnure legislare from overspending and placing our state m financial jeopardy.

= Stmucmring of pension and refiree bensfits. Cumently, our state’s pension system is funded art less than 24 percent, while healthcare
is an unfimded liabilicy, which we cannot confinne fo iznore.

* Confinning our econsmic growth by poming the Deparmment of Commerce under the office of the Lisutenant Govermor. e e
- Following Congressional direction on the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, and developing a Medicaid system that is 2 stepping Ralph.

stone for serving the state’s medically needy citizens while putting people back to work. 919-733-3450
= Restmacuring the small school and low wealth funding formanlas to increase the benefit to mural areas by eliminating the bias fo-

ward urban areas and large coumties.

For this legislative session, I have been appointed to co-chair both the Health Care and Appropriations oo Health and Human
Services committess, [ also have been appointed as a member of the following other standing committees; Finance; Commernce and
Imsurance; snd Fules and Operations of the Senate.

I look forward to continwed work on Keeping our state a great place to live, work, and raise a family. As always, please share your
thoughts with me on these or other issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hise@ncler net or calling me at 219-
T33-3440.

NC Senate District 46

It is an honor to once agaim represent youn in the Morth Carolma Senate for the 2017-18 long session. On Famnary 11, T wras prive-
leged to stand with the forty-nine other senators and take the gath of office administered by MNornth Carolna Sopreme Court Chief
Justice Mark Mantin T am also thamkfiol that mvy wife, Lydia danghters Brenna & Tulia, and my parents. Steve & Sharon Thaniel ware
ahle to share thiz special day with me.

The acteal start date of the 2017-18 long session of the General Assembly commmences on Wednesday, Jannary 25th. In preparation
for that, last week 5en Phil Berger, President Pro-Tem of the Senate, aunounced the chais and members of Senate standing conomit-
tees for 2017-18. T am honored to have been selected to serve as the Co-Chair of two comumittess, the Senate Fudiciary Committes and
the Appropriations Committes on Jostice and Public Safety. In additon, I will also serve as a member of the Finance, Transporiation,
and Fules comnuttess. I appreciate the confidence that moy colleagnes have placed in me to work on these mportant committess, amd I
look forward fo confinuing to work oo legislaton that will make Morth Carolina a better and safer place to live, work and raise a fam-
ily.

e Waren Dl ﬁlﬂlnughmycuumﬁtt_eeassigmmeummmuﬂ;tehcmimhmtchmged,mymmmimmmcm;ﬁmentmiWMBmp

5 pricoity. If you or a family member has an issue with 3 state zovermment agency, please call my Balpizh office. Sometimes we also
Warren Damieldncleg net receive calls that deal with fedsral issues, such as VA concems. In those cases, we will help conmect you with the appropriste Congres-
9159-715-7823 sional office to ensure that vour concems are addressed  For state agency related concerns, call my Raleigh office at 919-715-7823 and
we will contact the appropriate apency on your behalf
If vou or your famdly members are ever fraveling to Baleigh, please come by the office, Foom §27 in the Legislatve Office Building
I would lowve to mest you and amange a tour of the Legislative Building.
I am excited about starting a new session in the NC Senate and honored to continne serving the people of Burke and Cleveland

NC House District 86

Ax the Morth Caroling General Azzemnbly begine its full long-session amenda on Famnary 25 2017, once again we Can expect ConOems
of families for their nghts and freedoms to rise to the forafront, at least from tme to dme. T sry this in largs part becmse I balisve there
is am ongoing culiure war being waged in our coumtry, with Morth Caroling being a fecal point more ofien than nos- largely because of
our size as & stafe (more than 10 million people) and because of our critical rele m the cutcome of the last several presidential and 1.

5. Senate elections. As a result, I fully expect the batile o be contimied by those who seek to redefine family roles and to andermine
the beliefs that many Christians have long held regarding family, Hopeflly, this session of the legislatmre will continue fo support the
nmportant concepis of family, responsibility and personal liberties on which our nation and state were each founded.

While being folly conumitted to support for our families as those issnes may arise, | expect personally 1o foons ooy efforts on at least
thres important educational isswes that, in oy opindon, bear heavily on our state’'s sbility w wisely resist the culiure war on families. T
believe, too, these can be especially crincal in resisting the radicals and anarchists who fot, engage in vulgar displays and languaze, fo-
menrnuhn:acﬁmdlnmﬂ].ripew threats araimst those who fail to yield to their ntimidstion Pesising requires an edncated cifizenry:

T that end I am convinced we need first to redouble efforts to identify and best frain principals who lead our E-12 schools. Secondlby, Eep. Hugh Blackwell
we absolutely nmst insise that, to the mascinomm extent possible. stadents pradusting from our state’s high schools be able to read at a 0]19-733-5805

level that equips them for mond careers and that they not require remediation in reading if they choose to pursue a collepe degrea.  Third Hugh Blackwell@ncles nst
and East, we must significantly raise the percentage of students attending college who actmally complete, within four years, a creden-

iial of significant value. If we can do these three things well, we will, I hope, equip those students to betier choose leaders {including

Jadges) and policies for the fotore who will respect our personal rights gnaranteed by the national and state constinitions.
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US House of Representatives NC District 11

Cm Jamuary 27tk 2017, T had the honor to march with lnindreds of thowsands
of Americans ﬁ'nma]l-:h:ﬂ:uemhadgrmdinnﬂle anmiversary of Foe v
Wade fior the 44thanmeal March for Life. Vice President Mike Pence became
the first White House representative to speak at the March for Life. speakimg
boldly and clearly about the nght to life. In his remarks, he reiterated President
Dipnald Tromp's commitment to be a pro-life President and appoint a pro-life
Supreme Court Fustice. What & privilege o take part and stand for protectimg
the unborm.

It is am historic time in America; I believe we are wimessing a renewal of
sorts where a cnliure of Life in America is beimg brought to the forefront, hearts
and minds are changing on the subject of abortion. For too long we have been
the torchbearer for sbomon all ower the world, at now is the time that we
become the torchbearer for life for all nations, that we wonld be the City on a
hill that all would see.

America is at 4 crossroads. We have 8 new Administration in the White
Hnusethmceﬁehtﬂahfemﬂﬁcnmnﬂ:ﬂdtud&fmﬂjngitliaﬂm: I.'H'ES- Honored to stand for life today ar the March for Life
mmw HE. 7, m““wﬁm fnrA]:lnm:ln_ﬁ.cr., which with 5o many friends and collearues. Mig Love, San
I'm hopefal will socon go to President Tromp's desk to be sizned into law. In Jomi Ernst, Author Eric Metweas, Rap Robert Aderholr,
the coming weeks, Congress will also have the opportunity to take another my wife Debbie, and Caroling Aderholr. May we never
important step in the fzht to defend life: defimding abortion giant Planned forget that ljfe it it
Parenthood. 3

I am encouraging my Repoblican colleazmes o hold to the commitment we
made to the American people and nclnde lansuape to soip federal fndimg froo Planned Parenthood — the largest abortion provider in
the coumiry — and demonstrate a clear, finm commitment to the idea of the sanctity of life. Thank you to the so many who continee to
speak out for the unbom. May we never forget that life is precious.

NC House District 118

Members of the 2017-18 sesston of the North Caroling General Assembly were swom in Tan 11

Of the nearly 10 million peopls in our prest state, 170 are chosen by voters between the Honse and Senate to pass laws that affect our
everydsy lives. The magnitude of that responsibility was reflected on the opening day of session a5 family members and state leaders
joized meambers in the Honse and Senate chambers for the sweanng-in cersmomy.

Dracisioms oy fellow members and I make owver the next bienniom will have a lasting impact on the course of our state. It is tuly an
honor to have been chosen by vobers in my district to be a part of that decision making — it is a responsibility I dom’t fake lightly.

Members renurned o the General Assembly on Jan 25 to take action on legislaton When Bill filing is open. and nyy work oo devel-
oping lepislation that positively impacts my constitwents will comtione throughout the 2017 legislative Lons Session.

Please always feel free to contact my office or me. I look foreard to serving you and your mterests over the next mwo Vears.

Rep. Michele T). Presmell
Michele.
218-7T33-5732

NC House District 85

The (Feneral Assembly recomvensed on JTamary 11, 2007 for the 201 7-2018 Session. Once again | am honorad to represent the people
of Mitchell, Avery, and McDioavell conntes. This will be oy third term and I am ready to get staried. Speaker of the House Tim Moore
recently appointed me a5 Chaimman of the Department of Health and Homan Services Appropristions conunittes and also as Chair of
the Health Policy Conmittes These two conumndttees will be responsible for all legislation snd spending conceming healthcare in the
state of Morth Carolina.

1 ami eager to get to work to Improve bealthcars for the people of Worth Carolina. As is well known, bealthcare can be a very
divisive issue. It is already being hotly debated at the federal level I don't prefend to have all the answers to solve our state and na-
tion's healthcare issues. Howewer, I do believe there are some things we can do at the state level to make healthcare more affordable,
efficient, and accessible for more Morth Carolinians, Instead of playving politcs and bickenng, I plan to work to put specific policies in
place that will improve our bealthcare,

First, I know that Medicaid expansion is a divisive issne and I will save that debate for another day. Howewer, we do have many
Morth Carolinisns in rural areas across this state that are uninsured and'or do not have sdequste healthcares. There are things that can

Josh Dobson be done to alleviate this problem. I believe we should increase fimding for our moral health clinics, our free health clinics, federally
Josh Dobsonjfinclez net  qualified health centers, snd public health departments in North Caroling. All of these entities provide a valushle service in our state. T
019-733-58562 believe we need to do all we can to strengthen, empower, and encourage these local agencies. [ plan to do just that in this long session.

Second it is oo secret that our rural areas do not have an adequate numeber of physicians. I plan to file a bill oo day one that will
allow physician assistants, family muose practitioners, and certified registered murse anesthetist to practice at a higher bevel without
jeopardizing safefy. This will bring more healthcare prowviders to moral areas of this state.

Third, there will be nnach debate over Medicaid reform in this long session. Medicaid represents close to one fourth of the entire
state budzet. The General Assembly will work to make sure that oar Medicaid program is efficient, effective, and at the same time not
Compromising care for the least amonz us.

Access to healthrare is a vital part of who we are as a state. I look forward to working once again to do my part to make sure Morth
Caroling has the beot health care in the nation. A= always, thanks to the people of the &5th Dhstrict for allowing me this opporbanicy to
LEITVE.
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast
1lam - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion

and the Surrounding Communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
Q‘g}i—? and a greener environment, é}z_é
Ask about our ongoing recyeling program
and how you can participate in our conributions
to Hospice of McDowell County

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

In the suwomer of 2009 Tooy Panou, the owner of
Bantam Chef restaurant m Marion, was leoking for a
way to returmn o his town and coumty. After mesting
with his emplovess and discussimng options they decided
that Hospice was the place that they would like to work
with Afier mesting with Hospice and agreeing to work
as 3 parimer with them Tony fonmulated a plan to raise
fimds to donate. He and the employees decided they
would use the profits from the bubble pum machines, ads that they wonld s=ll oo
the napkin helders, sale of buckets and jugs
that they bonghe their oil in, fonds from re-
cycled fiying oil, recycled drink cans, even
money from a “ouss jar”. Every ouss word
spoken by awy employee cost 25 cenis,
Tony langhed when he told me this and =aid
somedimes it was 3 fairly good amonnt!

Tony and the emplayess put all the
mipmey inta 8 Hershey can pigpy bank,
and ewvery six months they would have a
company get together and calebrate, coumt
the money and tzke 3 check o Hospice.
The check that was written for this past six
mionths was for 32247.00, the largest check
for st months o date. With this check the
total contributed to Hospice added up to
$21.074.00.

Tooy states that it was such an honor to
be able fo contribute back to the conmmumity
and that it has been and contimses to be 8
team effort for his ennre staff. “Ac long
85 I own amd rum this restaurant, we will
contimie to do this™ Toay says. He fesls
that the blessing he and the staff recaive
from giving s smazring and wants o 53y
a hig THANE YO to the companity for
belping with the project.

DRIVE=IHRU

Doue Haorrell &= a ljfe-long resident of Mitchell County, Chwwrer gf Harrell Hill
Fearms, Inc, a member gf Bear Creek Baptist Chnorch and Publisher of the Blue
Ridge Chriztian News

417 N Main 5t Suite 2, Marion, NC (Next to Tractor Supply)
New and Gently Used

Furniture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Materials

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation
All Donations Help Support Hospice of McDowell County

%ﬂ]ﬂ I(‘.Ag

x cSaﬁeJlmm
ol 2 et

When to consider Safe Hnr]:rclr Palliative Care:
* i you or sormeons you know i Bving with 2 serius iliness

¢ You want care that is available at home

+ You nesd additional suppart for managing symploms

What can Palliative Care do for you?

* Prowide additional suppadt during a struggle with serious illness
« Assist with making referrals to other community resources

* Collaborate with your team of medical specialists

828-659-7068

www.homcnc.org

New Jﬂmm'.d’:' ng..
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Expanding Service
By Bob Brown
Avary County

We here, at APR.C_ have been blessed by being able to
serve the women of Avery County through vour support.
In addition fo providing baby clothes, diapers, toys, igh
chairs, strollers, and car seats, we alse provide a baby
centered educational program for the moms.

‘We have a beautiful two story house that serves as a
lighthowse on a hill for everyone i our comnnmity. We
are open two days a week but that is about o change.

Scriphure states that “Where there is no vision the people perish ™ APRIC has
& new and sreater wision than when we opened the doors five years apn. We are
in the process of expanding our services, keepins ATRC open as mawy days as
neaded, (prayerfully five) to provide additional services, not only to new moms or

i ,y’. JP—_ g
li o

mothers to be, but to
the enfire comoni-
nity, both male or
female We will sall

we do best, provid-
g for our Famiky
Miembers (Clients).

You can help
ns plan for an expansion of services by calling me, Bob Browmn, at either of the
oambers listed above. In order to provide these new services, we need o know,
fromn ouar compmamity, if there = a need to provide these services. The following
services are beimg considered free of charge.

1. Finances: which will include financial planning tndzeting. checking and
savings accounts, and nwch more. This setvice will be taught by a fimancial
expert from Wells Fargo.

2. Technology: leam how tonse your new Android, IPhone and/or tablets!
tanzht by Carcling West Wireless.

3. Cooking Classes

4. Sewing Claszes

5_ Beginners Bible Smdy

We have not decided on 3 mne or day that these services will be offered If you
will please call me for more information I will @y to ammange 3 Gme and day that is
conventent for all (o attend
Blessings,
ok Brown iz the Executne Director of the dvery Pregnancy & Resource Canter

Wulding Class Sparks Interest At FhS

By Cheryl Shuffier
Burke County

If hizh school smdents know anyihing at all sbot "f -
welding these days, it’s nsuzally limited to the fact thar | = W
if vou look ar the welding arc it will burn your eves. iy =
Srudents in the welding class at Freedom High School | b ﬁf
are leaming so much more them just basic safety .
related io the skill. They are learning different cotting .
systems and different cutting mamenvers and fillers, as h@\.
well as welding brazing and soldering processes. S

“I didn’t know any of the detzils ™ said junior Madizon DeVinney recalling har
first days in the class in early Augnst, “just that there are 3 bunch of sparks, and
it’s bright™

Madison 1= the only female in the welding class, which is new o Freedom this
vear and tanght by Western Piedmont Compmanity College instmuctors Max Jordan
Jr and Bryan Deal as part of the Career and College Promise curmicnhom that of-
fers high school and college credit.

Freedom High School Principal Bike Swan encouraged Madison o take the
weldimg course. While she iz pursning 3 CHA license through nursing classes at
Freedom and is considering a career in criming)l justice, Madison said she wanted
to stretch her comfort zone with the welding class.

“We're moing off to collepe soon ™ Madison said, “and we need to be shle to
adapt to different simations and b open to Tyins new things™

Fresdom sentor Gavin Riddle said he wanted to take the class to leam a new
skill. He said, “T don't want to have to rely on someone glse fo do something for
me. [ want o know how to do it moyself This is not a fypical class setting. It's
refreshing. I leam a lot more by working with oy hands and this is 3 hands-on
class.™

Mmmmmmm:ummm
has discussed the salary welders make
(nation-wide average is 338 150 a year,
according to the U5, Department of
Labor) and the job outdook (welding jobs
are expectsd to grow by 4 parcent by
2024, also according to the TS, Dapari-
ment of Lakar)

Fon, who worked with Oak Hill Iron
Works on his gradnston project, said he
started getting serions about leamminz a
newy skill the summer before his senior
yvear He plans to continne the welding

Making Each Moment Count? Let Us Help

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge, Inc.

What is the difference between Hospice and Palliative Care?

Hm_pim SETVioes

nh'lm'l Fﬂlhdtlﬂ.“ of the Blue Ridge provides care to patients
e hmiting illness

Admissions Crilenia

Life bmiting illness of & months or less

Physician whe i willing 10 work with the hospice team
";rllirlg:.

Hospdoe can visit patients in home, long term cane cenber and
hospitals

Services Offered

'|'|.'I

2dhour on call stafi
Lrief Support
Volunteers

Pain Management
Registered MNurse
Counseling Service
Physician/ FNT Services
Family/ Patient Education

Chaplain Senvices

Certitied Nursing Assistants
Paymenl

Medicare Medicaid

Most Private Insurances
Services Provided Repardless of Ability o pay
Additional Services and Benefils Available
Medical Equipment Medications
Speech, Physical and Occupational

Therapy

Pathways Palliative Care Program

Pathwavs g2 0 pallistive care consultative senvice that helps patienes

who are Bacing a senous iliness. This peoegram B defigned to help
patients manage illness and peove el gquaality of libe, The Path-
Wavs program provides support 1o those who are seeking curative treat-
ment and can assist i identifving and setbing up other programs that
can be beneficial to the patient

Admissions Crilernia

Serious illnes

Seeking Curabive Treatment

Phvaician willing to work with the Palliative Care Team
Setlings

Hoamne

Long Term Cane Facilities

Hospital

Services

Registersd MNurse

Phvsician

Aledical Social Worker, as nesded
Paymenl|

Modicare S Medicaid

Aost Private Insurance

Services Regardless of Ability to pav

MNurse Practitioner
Chaplain , as needed

Hespice and Pallistive
Ly o bt (Piler ‘Kligi. o=
Tty fhmmn of Nkl

www. brenews . com

Hospice and Palliative Care is a community based non-profit hospice

(828)-765-5677
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BUCHANAN & YOUNG

BURNSYVILLE | NORTH CARCLIMA

Loraee ceooss g JESE 1§ A
TRUCK '@ MONTH
R A Ve

Mew 2015 Ram ProMaster
City SLT Wagon

Mew 2016 Ram 4500
4WD Crew Cab

True MSRP 525,655 True MSRP 548,160
Your Cost $17,655 Your Cost $40,990
HNew 2016 Ram 5500 New 2016 Ram 3500

4WD, H.D. Dump 4AWD Western Bed

Gh-:;:me frem 2

True MSRP 360,925 True MSREP 554 920
Your Cost £54,600 Your Cost $44,970
MNew 2017 Ram Rebel Crew HEHE‘I]‘I?HHIIEIH:[C&]

True MSRP 541,120

True MSRP §51,055

Your Cost §44,900 Your Cost £35,700
(Mo Doc Fass) Tax & tag sxtra
—
5 T
¥ rwoaw il ol

BUCHANAN & YOUNG, Ine.
East Main Street - Burnsville, NC E@%@

(828) 682-2194 ... ¢ rior v 5 tur

www.buchananyoung.com

FaithHealthNC

Impacting Lives in McDowell County

By Philip Long
MecDewell County

Imazine not being abls to zet to your follow-up doctor’s
Fppoiniment or get mach needed medication. 0T even
worse, poing through life alone, especially during an illness.
FaithHealthMC was lannched in bicDowell County a litde
over three vears apo and is pow sesing the firoits of its work.

FauihHealth s maim focus is helping people. Carolyn
Fender and Ann Young, RMcDowell County’s tone FaithHealth Connectors, are at
the forefront of seeing lives changed “TWe've been able to help people by provid-
ing tramspartation to doctors” offices. belping gt medications, providing food for
families nmming errands for sud with people. and even visitine our clients in their
homes,™ says Fender

Who is 2 FaithHeslth chient” Feferrals are made fom McDoewellhdission Health
physician practices, McDowell Hospital, bcDowell Comoonity Care Paramedics,
and other agencies. “Becsuse of our limited momber of voluntesrs, we are not ghle
to help everyone. Buat we do our best to take all referrals,” says Young

Hirwr keas FaithHeslth impacted the lives of its clients? Here's a good example:
Eremds Hall became a client of FaithHealth in September 2016, On their initial
visit, Carolyn and Ann lesmed that Brends had 3 strokes m 2013 and had severe
asthma and allerzy problems. She was also m need of food and ransportation.

In the last 5 months, FaithHealth volmpeers have provided ber with several wrips

to the doctor, the pharmecy, and even to um ermands such a5 paying bills, metting
eroceries and supplies, and trips to D55, Brenda has since been able to coptiome
her allergy shots once a week and has only been in the hospital with asthma relsted
symptonis ane tme since September, 3 result of the heavy smoke from the wildfires
in McDwowell Connty. FaithHealth volooteers have leamed that when Brenda has
#n aftack she needs mmediate medication and transportation to the doctor that day.
That's where FaithHealth Vobanteers step in, making a buge impact on ber life and
her ability to stay well.

Since the beginning of the program in McDowell County, FaithHealth has
touched the lives of many people such 2z Brenda. From April of 2005 (the first
official month) through December of 2014, FaithHealth has met a total munber of
1251 nepds. Tust last month (December 201§) the two FaithHealth Connectors and
five volanteers mads 76 trips for 24 clieats. Of all the nesds, transportation is stll
the mumiber one request.

Hiwr can you help? FaithHealth is n need of vohmteers. For people of faith, this
is & grest opportunity to put your faith inte action. We need folks who can belp once
2 month, twice a month, ooce a week ... whatever fime you can give. Itis tmuly a
minisiTy of love, compassion, and servanthood. You will be blessed even more than
our cliemts!

The next FaithHealth Training will be held Tuesdsy, February 21 at 5:30 pm. We
will meet at McDowell Hospital and a free meal will be provided. If vow would
like to become 3 voluntesr and amend Taining {or have questons), please contact
Ann Young at 828-724-0383 / ayoung. faithhealthne@vahoo.com, Carolyn Fender at
B2E-558-7508 [ cfender faithhealthne/anyaboo. com, or Philip Long ar B28-550-5434

! philip long)d msj.org.

So coneider fhis: What could be grester than belping others, especially those
in meed? This minisiry kas the potential of Impacting our comonmity in 3 mighty
way, bt we need belp. If von are able to drive someone to the doctor’s office, the
phamacy, or the grocery store, conld mn errands for those in need, could mske 3
visit, or could make a phone call to someone lonely, then you're a perfect fit for this
minisry. Thanks for considering becoming a part of McDowell FaithHealth,

Phallip Long iz Manager of FaithHealth Fellow, MeDowell Coundy, Folunieer
Services and Paztoral Care, MeDowell Hosprial.

General Dentistry for the Family

Vs Ny
L .‘-. T ‘ =
< &i_ -
We Love To See You Smile!

Alvways Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Flled For You

Monday - Thursday 8-5
o B - o

Friclay 8-2
(828) 433-1223
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 2B655

www. brcnews.com
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"BRIAN CE

NTER
In A Highly Regulated Industry

Achieved A Rating

of
ZERO

Deficiencies

REPORT CARD Covers all Aspects

of Operations
* Medical * Dietary
* Nursing * Food Preparation
* Rehabilitation  « Financial

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

Brian Cente

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
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ACROSS

l.anidel i the shape of a calf
(Exod 32:8)

5. mnskalful m the weord of nghteous-
mess:forheis (1.4} (Hsb
SINENV

9. wedonot  war as the world
does (2 Cor 10:3-4)

13. Tohn to the seven chwrches which
arem___ (Rev 1)

14. Mebuchadnerzar made an image.
and set stup onthe plainof  (Dan
30

15. bread frooy heaven (John 6:58)
16. temporary dwelling (Ex 33:7)
17. dead man, "by this fime there 13 a
bad  (Jobm 11:30)

18. _  the high pnest was there, and
sp were Calaphas, Jobn (Acts 4:6)
12 with the fizmrehead of the twin
gods _ and Pollux (Acts 28:11)
21 for]l _ om vour statutes (Ps
119-99%

23 50 God created man in bos
image (en 1:27)

24 sardenser of Eden

25 becanse vou ____ like a herfer
threshing grain (Jer 50:11)

28 now 15 our salvation  than
when we beheved (Fomans 13:11)

. kng of Hamath heard that
Dawid had defeated the entive (2 Sam
£9)

34 Whenit _  she has no faar for
her household (Prov 31:21)

37. Jesus entered the temple area and
___out all who were (Matt 21:12)
38. bum meense upon the hills, under
oaks and poplars and _ (Hos 4:13)
EIV

40. Dopot __ over me, my enemy!
Though I have fallen (Mic 7:B)

42 The great tempiations whch thime
__ saw, and the signs (Deut 7:19)
ETWV

43 hegave =~ ofbread and a
cake of raizms (1.4) (2 Sam 6:19)

45 two days, orfive,  twenty
days (3,2} (MNum 11:19)

47 How ___ thou fallen from heaven,
O Lucafer (Tsazzh 14:12) ETV

4E. the cedar and the acaria, the
and the olive (Isa 41:19)

50. when her father saw him ha
welcomed him (Todg 19:3)

52. I charpe youimder b the liv-
ing od (MWatt 26:63)

55. Bth letter of Greek alphabeat

57. aplace called _ (which means
The Place of the Skoll) (Matt 27-34)
6l. God, whom ] pranse, domot

silent (Ps 109:1)

&4 But __ foolish confroversies and
genealogies (Titus 3:9)

63. Mehemiah the governor,  the
priest and scribe (IWeh B:9)

&7. standmg at the nght  of the
altar (Luke 1:11%

68. or who on a cruteh or who

falls bry the sword (2 Sam 3:29)

69 v ears have heard the  of noy
wicked foes (Ps 92:11)

T0. garden of God

T1. she came from the  of the
earth to listen fo Solomon's (Luke
11:31)

72 Hecame to __ and then to Lysta

(Acts 16:1)
73, me OLORD, mthy
nghteousness (Ps 5:8) KTV

DOWN

1. Does a trap spring up from the
garth when there 15 nothing to

__ T Amos 3:3)

2 lockedhike  of glass,
clear as crystal (1,3) (Bev 4:8)

3. to the paralytic, "Take heart,
;n;j;}'mr_are forgrven” (Matt
4 orput __ marks on vourselves
(Lev 19:28)

3. let 1t not be that outward _ of
plarting the hair {1 Peter 3:3 KTV
6. lerzel will _ and blossom and
fill all the world with frmt (T=a
27:6)

T Asan _ pleasing to the
LOED (Mumy 29:2)

3. the siepe of Jerusalem and with
____am prophesy agamnst her
(Ezek 4:T)

9 Idomnot _ to do sowrith pen
and mk {John 13-14)

10. a2 prophetess, . the daughter
of Pharme] (Loke 2:38)

11. Yousham ouwt 2 but swal-
low a camel (Matt 23:24)

12 nowr therefore  thou

BISLEWORDGAMES COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Eheda (Acts 12:13) KTV ___or cooked (Lev 7-9)
53. Netther iz any creatwre that 39 Men cry out under a
1z mot manifest (Heb 4:13) pression ([ Job 35:9)
54, Joshua turned back and captured  60. a net by the wayside; they have
__ {(Josh 1:10) set _ forme (Ps 140:5) KTV

COFYRIGHT 2017

___ofop-

somewhat the grievous servitude 56. It will crush all those kingdoms 62, Joslma son of Mun, who had been
(2 Chr 10-4) KTV and brmgthemto (23} (Dan Moses'  (Num 11:28)

15. the igjured or the ___ or any- 244 63. The man who was healed had no
thing with warts or festering (Lev 57. the wind will pick themy wp, and a __ who 1t was (John 5:13)

22:22) __ will blow them away (Isa 41:18) 66. pick some heads of gram,

58. Every mram offering baked inan  them in their hands and eat (Luke &:1)

0. shall dwell thers, and o S ol el

satyrs shall dance there {Isa 13:21)
(ETV) | o —
i;”:ﬁﬁﬂi’i‘m"f .,Mﬁll*ﬂlllf‘ L‘i 'J.J. JI' 1 I’i{n.:“
25 For the fool speaks . Iis - -
mund 15 busy with evil (Isa 32:6)
26. Because of this the  spread
among the brothers {John 21:23)
27. brought the ass, and the |
and put on them (Matt 21:7)
(EIV)

29 Bleszad _ the pure in heart,
for they will see God (Mdatt 5:8)
30. vou are a chosen people, a
priesthood, a holy nation {1 Pet
=9

3l. and the hold of
(Bev 18:2) (BTV)
2 Iwllgrehm
enemies (1 Chr 22:9)
33. zoup of people working
together

35, tothem! They have taken
the way of Cam (Tude= 11}

36. they balisved s promuses and
___ bis pramse (Ps 106:12)

39. She opened her eyves, and see-
mg Peter she  up (Acts 9:40-
41)

41. I know that you cannot
wicked men (Fev 2:2)

44, T have come into the desp wa-
ters; the  enpulfme (Ps 62:2)
46. the people shall go out and

___ fowl spmt

from all has

gather a certain every day

(Exodus 16:4) SPRUCE PINE TIRE SERVICE
49 zave 1t to lus diserples, saymg, L ;

Tk fhi ooty I 828.765.2186 » Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
(Matt 26:26) - ;

51.2__ cams to hearken named HOURS: 7-5 Mon-Fri

www brenews. com
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The Crossnore School And The
Children's Home Complete Merger

By Holly Barrett
Avery Coungy

The merger of these two 100-year old agencies into one
organization was completed on Japuary 1, 2017.

CROSSMOBE, W.C. (Tamary 9, 20146) — The Boards
of Trastees for The Crossnore School and The Children’s Home are pleased fo

announce the completion of their merger into cne organization. The new orgami-
zation will be known as Crossnore School &

-'l.i 4 Children’s Home.

¢ Brett A Lofiis, ID, remains Chief Exect-
CROSSNORE)'

tive Gﬂica'nt'ﬂ:e e IEANnIZaEtion md
schaal & children's hﬂme o iadk Ein

Crossnore, MO, Caroline Hart, Chief Ad-
vancement Officer, Teresa Huffman, Chief
Financial Officer, and Angeling Spencer,
Chisf Program Officer. The remaining three officers are located in Winston-
Galem WC, and mchade Anthony Cortes, PhD, Chief Operaong Officer, Jenaoy
Tavior, Chief Humnsm Fesources Officer, mdhiuih!ﬁﬂnhlmn,[!hﬂﬂmmﬂ
Officer. Smce September ey

2016, when the merger was

medbj'buﬂlﬂmrds

to become the premier provider of el 14
services for children snd families “i e
in western Month Caroling ™ -

For more information shout
the merger, please contact Holly
Barmrett, Director of Conwmmica-
tioms at (228) 7333305 or hbar-
rett@crossnoreschoolorg. About
Crossnore School & Children’s
Home: With two camypnses in
westarm Morh Carolina, Crossnore
School & Children’s Home grows
healthy fumares for children and
families by providing a Christi
sancieary of bope and healing. For
more information about Crossnore
School & Children’s Home pleass
VISt WRW_CTOS5000e. OIZ.

Holly Rarret! is Director qff Com-
mumicaions for The Crossmong
School. She Mogz several times a
wirak at wsw hollybarrert org, and
ix host and producer gf “Living

a Rodesmed Life, " a hi-waekly
podeast.

There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casteth ont fear:
because fear hath torment. He
that feareth iz ot prade perfect
ir [ove. 1 John 4:18

Jackson Hewitt
INSTANTLY GET

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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APPAREL
FOR THE
ENTIRE FAMILY

FREE Gift Wrapping
Gift Certificafes Available

Grassy Creey
CLOTHING
,., 1 265, S e (20766752

'|- Monday, Twesday, Thursday Friday 830 8P
Wednesday Saturday 8:30. 5:30 pm

<

-
|

| -Entlﬂhurdl

‘b‘. Sdvd bm"v:“'

2 Morganton Locations:

911 WUnion St Inside Wal-Mart
828-433-4455  828-448-2243

OFF

Your Tax Prep Fees
of $100 or more

2

With this coupon. Notvalid with any other offer, Expires 41517.

E YOUR TAXES.

MINIMUM TAX PREF FEE REQUIRED.

worw bicnews. com
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Amazing Love Pause. . .and Consider

By Jan Merop Lead Me, Flease
Avery Coungy
The first nme I haard Ken pray, [ sensad the despening awareness in my soul

that this was the man for me. Until that peint, 25 2 sieele mom for spme tme, 1
don’t think T realived how mouch T was starving for male, spirimal leadership. Bur,
God knew that nwy hears was crying out for thes tvpe of parmership.

He felt my peed for tendames: kindness 3 happy disposition and an affaction-
ate loving spouss 1o encouraze me. But, mast of all, the Lord kpew I needad a
man wha loved kim above all else and would lead me and our family in faith.

Sowe fime ago, [ heard a radic terview with 3 sonz writer'singer regarding 2
zpng be had written for kis wife sbowt their relationship. In the song be realizas

When [ think of “amazing love” [ inumnadi-
staly think of God's lave.

It is desper than the ocean, lugher than the
heavens, widar than the ends of the aarth and
nafailing Because of who he s, kis [ove is
marchless, sacrificizal, protective, tnending and
bevond our lnwoan comprebension,

His love is paimted across the keavens in each

mioming sunrize. He repsars this majesiy 2 new way in the svening sunsat. she i5 crying out to be led by him spirinally
Then he hangs the curtain of stars and the extraordinary lizht of the moon to The song towched e as [ had been there. But, the beaniv of the byrics led 1o
brighten the darkest sky. All of crearion beckons us to receive his loving care a deeper rezlization on the part of the song writer. If he indeed was to fulfill his
He continuously expressas himself through the love of spouses and children, God-given Tole as the spirimal leader of the fanuly, then he, too, had 1o cry our,
parents and other axrended families and fHepds. Even 2 simple souls from a3 “Leadme, Lord™ For without the Lord guiding his thou EL‘t derisions and ac-
stranger mgs us on a dreary day. tions, how could he ever lead his wife and family?
And becavse of who God is, we can becomee all that ke has creared us 1o ba e have recantly calehratsd our 35th weddins anniversany
That iz why though my parents are not well known, they were loved and respected Tt seems we just were enfolding our family vesterday and here we ara with three
by all whom they met along their journey in life. With God's love in their bearts,  marrjed sons and five grandchildren ages 8 — 19. Through the ups and downs of
they became wha God intendad for then to be. Their story is simple yar &llad family life. oma constant has remaivzed . Draver
with the drama of the history they lived I bawe watched my bushand contizze 10 be consistent in prayer; in seeking the
The war was over! Pir Ceasar Turcliarelll conuld at last look to the funme. Lord through his Word, the Bible; and. in growing with me as we smdy together
Having been a Pear] Harbor survivor and endurmg the hardships of war. the hopes  apd Jet God work through us in varions minisary oppormumities. )
fior a wife, home and family were palpshle. We are nwo very differsnt personalifies. Fen is laid back and I zm an idea
50 when his brother said he had met Ceasar's wife, my father’s ears perked Up.  solution person. 5o it can be a challenge for me to sav, “Lead me.” Bur it's nota
And sure encugh upon meeting one another, Teresa Caimano became Ceasar’s conmadicton; rather, it has besn the wav God has chesan to refine us both
wifz jast nine months later Taresa had koown what it was o live throngh kaving O lifa verse as seen i 1 Coninthizns 2- 9 METV stll reverbarsias in our
gll of her brothers deployed to various theaters m the war, as well as the TaGoNME  haarts when we repest it from memory, “Eye has notr seen, nor ear heard, nor
of goods ar home. Funve enrered inte the Reart af man the things wiich God has prepared for thoze
ow she and her new busband would have a new beginning together uilding wha lave Him. -
their marriage on the foundarion of love and trust. Bur, while enduring a risky love kearing Ken's voice lifted in prayer knowing that he takes seriously his
pregnancy with me, her mother died forther compromising the pregpancy and rols 1o lead me. Selab
leaving her in bed 6ll I was born. Her padent and loving bushand endured with
ber through it all
Grod blessed them with danghter, Janat Claire, and son, Diande] five years Later. Blushine Promise
As the yvaars marched on they becaima ra:tdparr-_'rs. to five grandchildrap and =
eight preat-grandchildren. Like the bride who has saved her first kiss for her groom,
They had calebrared 62 years of marmriage before God called each of their Thaze : petite I"||| ',:'| siched roses : 2 to he bl |_!*|ll|||:r W I'_I_l mIOmise
nammas o come Home and be with Him. Tn 19448, two vibraot sed loving peopls "‘Each ex -:ﬁ-l;" e, per] ,{F“' y painie: f Wer
promised to love and cherizh one another in sickpess and in kealth fill death would it a claszic work .;:ﬂ"a.l T II',:_ €r"-.¢pL{ﬂp' 14 Jr i pe
part them. Through their example. my brother and [ saw love, devetion, oust and
conzideration lived out daily. “De not stir up nor awaken love unfil it pleases. ™
Theirs is a 1 Cornthians 13 love. 'E..:u;-u .j"'_-.,_;l-- mon - 7h

Drpes that mean they were always pateart and kind, DEVET BLVIOUS always
bumble; never prowd or |:'1.-:le unselfish at a] T et 7 Mo. They weren't
perfect. Bur most
mmportantly, they
wialked band in
hand with the Lord
seaking o amulate 1
Corinthizns lave.

For that o hap-
pen, tasts entered
thedir lives a5 it does
to 2ach one of us.
But, we saw them
num togetker o God
awd seak his direc-
it i

Fl:-: approvimately

— B years, the mast
SEVArE [ESTS CAME 5
Trad daveloped dementz znd Mom detemmueed to care for hito at home. At first it
was 2 slow onsat . but the oldar ke got, the more pronounced o became.

His steps faltered and hos nupd spd speach became slower. BMom in narw, had
issues with her eves and partally lost sight in cne eye. Yot her spinited approach
o life kept Dad cared for and cootent while she contmied to kesp their home and
prepare their meals into ber 931d year

Faithfally she wounld pray, “Lord, please keep me well and soong. I have mo
take care of my bushand ™ And God sranted that requast.

They were an meradibla dus to watch. o smunlate.

"Love hears all thinge, ™ savs I Conmtlisns 13: 7 WETV. “"Baitoves all things,
hapes all thingr, endurer ail things. ™

Grod's amazring love infised thair marrizge for those §9 vears with keeping
pu:lv. ar, balief, hops, oust and endurance. And, so, we can agrae with varse 8,

"Love never finls

O Augast 23, 20135, Dad entered his heavenly rest 2t age 26, We thousght Mom

wieild rally and be with us for 3 good whila, but being such an infepsa care givar
took irs toll. After: repeated besrt attacks, she jeined Diad cnly five months later cn
January 12, 2016 at 3.

Thinking back, T am so blessed to have been bom to these two wonderfial par-
ents and to have sesn with vy own eyes how God's amazring leve can be demon- —
swatad in mariage Egn and Jan reside in Land Harbour 1o _dvery Coungy, where thay hunve moved in
refirement because thay love our monntains. They have wriften for us m years
past

IE{(A’V%;/ "r...}f’.-"/i:"}‘.-‘.r’rr":-‘ff"' :- (/f'rf;’/
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Burke Cou ﬂty EGWE e B 337

cerificate program by completing classes on the Wastam Fiedmont Comnmntty
College campus and wants to own bis own shop one day.

Fresdow student Jonny Benfield szid, “Max JTordan is oae of the best teachers
I've ever had. He's tanght me a made that Twill camy wath me for the rest of my
Iife. This class was a great leanung experence, and I would definorely recommend
thiz class o others.”

The welding stedents desizned and cur a metal sculpror of 8 weldar and tha
schools initials — FHS - to hang cutside the shop ares.

Burke Coumty Public Schools Superintendsn: Dir. Lamry Pumar said. “Tust like
the orher new programs - agnculnre, firafizhting and mechatronics - we have
inmraducad ovar the 12zt few vaars, weldmg provides ver anather opmon for oor
high school smedents in course selacion. Through our parmerskip with Westem
Pladmont Compnity College and the Caresr and Collezs Promuse Program,
these stadents are recabving fee college credits for the covrse as well as ezl
world skills they can take oo our lecal workforce aed valuable insizht info carger
paths that may be of ntarest to them.™

In preparaton for the course, Freedon and WPOC installed over the suwmansr
walding eguipment and booths in the kizh schoel's carpenoy area. WPRIIC metmac-
tors Deal and JTordan mavel 1o Freedom to teach the courses — Weldme 110 — Cut-
g Process and Weldims 112 Basic Welding Process.

The courzes are 73 percent hands-on zpd 25 percent lacturs, fordan explainad.
Ha zaid, “Smdewts ars miven safery quiz’s, tests, mideerms and finals with both
wrimen and hand:-on proficiency activides; thers is some homework that s alsa
azzigmed. We also use nibrics on some of o tasks to belp mack smdent profi-
ciancy within our program.”

WEROC offers two cermificate options — a diploms apd 3 twio-year associae’s
degres in welding.

Tordan, who bhas besp 2 walding mstmactor for 19 years, satd smdents with
walding experience make themselves more markerable to emplovers, He said.
“What [ see meost of our smdents doing 15 nsing weldng o find employment m
indusotes that nead welding 23 a secondary skill-zet or o ephance other skill sets
in finding jols, such as mdusimial technicians, power plant mechanics, fabricators
or opening thar ocwn welding ralated busineszes. Also it’s 3 skill that can be nsed
aronwd the hamie or farrn, which arfraces spme stdents ™

Jordan looks forwrard to belping build the walding pragram at Freadon. He
szid, “The response so far froo students and Mr Swan has been very positve.
This type of program is a lifechanging experence for our studeats as it bailds
self-confidence and helps them work as team playvers; it's tuly a win-win. I have
sean the bewefits of this type of instricton/'environment in the hndreds of stu-
dents [ kave tanzhs over the years of both high scheol and adult stadents. there ars
plenty of success stories 1o go arouad ™

Brapdon Hepslew, WPOC Deparmient Head of Enginesring, said, “WPCC i3
excited to offer courses mudon free Sor all hizh school studenrs. In addifion o
the weldinz courses at

Freedom, WPCC plans
o offer Mechanical
Enginesring MWiecha-
Tonics Engineening
and CHC Machining
at bioth Patmon and East

Burke high schools for
spring of 2017, with
inrention of increasad
futare courses offarings
at other high schools as
wall.”

Chery! Shyffer iz the Public Relation: Qfficer for the Burke Cownty Pubiic Schoal
Systan,

WNC Nonproft Pathways

Strengthening Nonprofits to
Serve the Community

Ew Susan Larson

WHC Wonprofit Pathways will presewt three Low-cost
workshops for board, staff, and velutesrs of nonprofits m
Mirchell. Avery, and Yancey counfies over the naxt three
months, The geal iz o soengthen nopprofit erganzaton:
=0 that they can bartar sarve the commmity.

The Febmmary workshop will foous oo ponprofit boands
and will call ow the expertise of 2 teacher who is very famuliar with the area. Lesli=
Arndarson, who has counseled over 100 nonprofit organizanons across the conniny,
will lead the workshop foon 10000 am. fo 2:00 pan. on Tuesday, Febmary 7 at the
Artist Resoce Center sbove the TEAC Gallany in
Spmice Pine. The topic is “Building Bewer Boards,”
and it is intendead o halp board mambers. chairs, and
staff members of nonprofits understand their roles
and responstbilines. WO Monprofit Pathways, the
spionsor, has kept the coats low so that multpls mem-
kers from the same arganizatan can amend aed leam
rogether The first participant is 515 and up to three
miore can aftend at 310 eack, with lnnch providad for

all.
L f Mopprofit orgamizations are under increased
f ’.-',-"-"‘ﬂb,r expeciatons for accoumtability sed effectvensess and
Ve 'r'.r."er'-'n:-r boards play an esseptal par in defemuning whesher
T i groaps succeed or fail. The ulimate zoal for this

wirkshop s to strengthen the group's infrastachare and service o the commu-
mitv. Avderson will cover topics such as plamung, leadership development, fund
development, communication, finance legal izsnes and evaluston. Monprofits duat
artend will be elizible for up to thres hoars of additioeal coaching by Andsrson at
oo charge.

For the past 20 years Leslie Anderson Consalong, Ine. has provided orzamizs-
tional developuosnt services (swatagic planning, beard developmen:, comummity
collaboranon, research, etc.), Fuidance on crisis mans gement, advocacy and com-
oty changs, as well as tachnical assistance to novprofits, coalitions, founda-
tons snd governmient units across the Unttad States. She led the plaoning process
for the Golden Laaf Foundation's Communiry Assistance Grant Programs in both
Mirchell apd Yancev covmties. Leslis is one of five core consuliants who help or-
gamizanons uprove their perfomuance thoouzh Western Momh Caroling Mooprofit
Patway:. In addidon to ber busy consnlnng pracdce, Leslie volunteers extensively
znd has been recogmzed by the region and stare with several awards. the most
recant being “Women MMakme History ™ by Asheville Cinzen-Tones in 2014

Advancs registration 1= required by Februsry 3. To request 3 Ik for ragizms-
tion send an erpail to gjanelarsoni smeatl comn ar call Avery-Rdirchell-Yancey WHC
Monprofit Pathwrays coordinator Susan Larson at 828-765-2652. WINC Nonprofit
Pativarays i3 an Asheville-basad orgavizafion seming the westem countias of the
state with the zoal of assessing novprofits’ neads and providing semvices to tnuld
skills and smensten orzanizations

The March workshop will be “Financizl Feporting for Mooprofie: Making Senze
of Moaprofit Finances™ and will take place on March 7 at the Yancey County Pub-
lic Library fom 10000 am o 2200 pon Iowill be taught by CPA Wade Fiogers.

Zalby Lofias will lead the Aprl workshop, “Coack, Supervisor or Boss: Lead-
ership Skills for the Nonprofis Supervisor” on Foday, Aprl 28, from 10000 am
to 200 pan. It will be held at the Bapper Elk School, 2 20C0C campns in Avery
Connry. Fegisranon for the March and Apel werkshops will open thres waeks
prior to each event

Suzan Larzon iz Director of WNC Non-Profir Pathway.

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

A® Erie
Insurance’

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against

the loss of everything he has in the world
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com
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Annual Student Art Showcases
Shine Through Winter Fog
By Kate Groff

Om Samrday, Febreary 11, the Toe Biver Arts
Council {TRAC) will open the first of taro hizhhy
snficipated exhibits of the year in the Bumsville Gral-
lery with their Annnal Sredent Showezse of work from
Yancey County smdents. Ome week later, the Spruce
Pine Gallery begins an exhibition of hditchell county
stadent work. These two displays from all stodents in
all school settings—fom public to private to those schooled at home—cover the
walls and pedestals, floor to ceiling with coler snd imagination. Ower the past
schipol vear, students have let their creativity fiow into works on paper and canvas,
in clay and in fiber, with stones and sequins, beads and baubles, and they present
it all to the compnmmity in two dazzling exhibigons. Smdent art is all shout splash-

25 of color and MM pwing ﬂ_. g t ._'_

ways of captuning percep-
€
R

mons in artistic fooms. The
shows promise to delight
the sensas. Keenly awars
of the great role art plays
in forming awareness and
skills in our yonth, TEAC
views arts education a5 one
of the basics of its mission.
Inwolvernent in the arts
resulis in gains n math
reading, cognitive abilicy,
crifical thinking. and verbal skills. Experiencing the arts first hand improves mo-
fvation, concentrafion, confidence. and promotes 3 tesrowork mentality. bdesaly
OpETmE Youns eyves o new ways of sesing crestes the foumdation to forge social
bonds and conummity.

Students look forward to these exhibits. They can bring moms and dads, grand-
parents, nieces, nephews, even the neighbor across the steet to see their work.
This is the art of fture Toe River Valley artists, and we are so proud of them.

And each year, mined media arfist True Eelly festoons 3 comer of the Sprace
Pine Gallery and the windows in the Bumsville Gallery with photozraphs from
smdents past having fun with art.

We celebrate the work of the
hardworking art teachers in both
conmnfies. In Mitchell Awnvw MMaster- [
man 3t Greenlee primary, Leslie
Diickerson on the elamentary level,

Hr.rﬂhd'ﬂ Connty Student Showeasa

Olivia Ellis in the middle schools, < [ -T a =
and Melisa Caddel] at Mitchell F o :
High. Yancey County has mimmored A s

teachers with Marcia Huskins for a3 )
erades -5, Keli Miller at the mid- | . s .

dle schools, and Christy Edwards . waee “I' &
at Momtain Heritage High. These ¥ ks
individuals spend the entire year L'-.E gt A

developing auoriculum-based proj- i

ects and teaching arts to over 3,000 Tancey County Student Showcase
stndents Theze exhibits confinee

to confirm their dedication to theit stodents and their support of arts in edwocation.
And we can't forget the teachers in the private and home school settings. They
never neglect the arts when working with young minds and hands.

(et out of the misty cold. Step info 3 cacaphooy of warm color at both the Ants
Ciouncil galleries. The Arts Showcase at the Spruce Pine Gallery, located at 269
Crak Averme, will nm froomm Feboeary 18-March 18, On March 3 (with a2 snow day
on the 1{th), Arts Matter, 3 consertivm of anis professions in Mitchell Coumdy, will
hiost a free and open to the public reception art the Spruce Pine Gallery from 4 to
fpm. Yancey's Showcase stans February 11 and will mm an additional week—um-
fil March 25 with an all day Open House on March 25. Gallery hours are 10:30am
o 5:00pm, Tuesday-Saturday in. For more information about the exhibitions,
please call 828.785.0520.

TRAC is a non-profit organiration founded in 1976 to promots the arts in
Mirchall and Yancey Counties and fimded in part by 3 Grasssooots Art Grant,
through the Morth Carolina Arts Coundl, a division of the Department of Watural
and Cultural Resources, a state agency, and both MMirchell and Yancey Couanty
Schools. For more information abowut the Ars Council's edacational aris pro-
Erams, visit the website, www toerverams.org or call 828 682.7215.

Euate Groffis the Programs Coordingtor for the Toe River dris Council,

Check out our new Website
www.brcnews.com

And find us on Facebook
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Emergency Preparedness

First Aid Kit
By Mancy Yantchook

Azzpmible a first aid kit for your home and for each car.
Store-bought first aid kits are good for one emergency, but do
not usually confzin enongh supplies for serious injuries or for
several people. A good First Aid Kit should includs:

E Sterile adhesive bandazes i various sizes (Band-aids)

= Assorved sizes of safety pims

=  Cleansing agent'soap (Betadine Phisohex)

=  Latex gloves (2 pair)

s Sunscreen

= 2-inch sterile gaure pads (4-5)

= 4-inch sterile gaure pads (4-8)

*  Triangular bandages (3) (slings)

= 2-inch sterile reller bandazes (3 rolls)

- 3-inch sterile reller sauze (3 Tolls)

= Adbesive tape —non-allargic, paper, e

= Medicine dropper

= Srissors

= Tweezers

= Meedle and thread

= Moistened owelettes (Wipes)

=  Disinfectant kand sosp (Lever 200 or hand zanitizers)

= Anfiseptic (70%% isopropyl alcohol in bottle or mdividus] pads)

(Bacitracin or Triple Antibiotic Cintment)

- Thenmometer

*  Tonroe blades

- Patrolenm jelly (Vaseline) or other lubricant

=  Mon-prescription drugs

=  Acpirm or Tylenol

= Anft-dismhes] medication (Kaopectate, Pepto-Bizsmol. Eic)

= Antacid for stomach upset {Toms, Mylanta, etc)

= Symup of Ipecac (used m indace vominng if advised by Poison Condrol

Center or Dr.)

= Laxative (MMmeral Okl etc )

=  Prescription Medicines —at least a 7-10-day supply of your regularhy
nsed medicine. The pharmacy and msurance companies will not allow mndividu-
als to hoard medicines. Feep everyone in yvour family i mind when gathering
medicines, Special formmla, bottles, dispers and medicine for babies should ba
included. Specisl medicine for the eldetly shonld be included Diisbefics should
hawe a supply of their insulin or other medicine.

=  Exfra eyeglasses should be inchoded.

=  Exira bearing aid or batteries for hearing aids should be nchoded.

= Comtact lenses and supplies should be inchaded.

=  Dweonoe needs should be considered.

Narme brands listed above are only sngzestions to give you an idea of what the
lizted items are or are wsed for. Tee your own faverits brand

This might be 2 good time to take that Red Cross First Aid snd CPR. conrse that
vion have heen puting off

Wext week: Tools and Sanitation supplies.

Poaul and Nancy Fantchook moved fo NC in 204 and are very happy in Red il
with their dog. She served as the Chairperson for the MCHP for nearly 12 years.
She focused on the emersency readine:s programs as that s a real concern i
these rural areas.

% | Whatis your most prized
- | possession?

Your ability to earn an income!

Personal Disability Insurance

You will protect your house, car and health against loss, but will not
protect your abdity fo eam an mcome’

909% of long term dizabdity claims are due to iliness and are not work
related zo are not covered by workers' compensation.

Leland Riddle Financial Services
203 Locust Ave. = Spruce Pme, NC 28777

Office: 828-766-9064
5 leland@ bellsonth.net
Look for me on Facebook ar "Leland Riddle Financial Servicas ™

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Valentine's Day
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell County

Hewdy Friends,

Fehmary, the second and shortest menth of the year derives
its name from the Latin word which means “to purify.” It was
in this month that the Fomans were purified for the religious
festavals of the months to follow. It has the amesiyst for its
gam and the primrose for its special fower

The 14th of Febmary is Valentine's Diay. This day combines
spmething of Cupid and the Cross. The name of this day comes from one of two
men, both of whose names were Valentine, and both were martvrs for their faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ Ome was a priest and doctor who was beheaded on Febma-
ary 14th in 269 A D The other a bishop who was beheaded on February 14th in
273 A D According to the old story, the blind danzhier
of the jailer was kind o one of these men. Just before
he met his desth becanse of the Lord whom he lowved,
he sent a farewsll message, and sipned it, “From your
Valennine. ™ As we think of Cupid on thiz Valentine®s
Dray let us not forget the Cross.

The cross shows ns the greatest lowe of all. Onur Lord
and Savior Fesns Christ loved us so much thar He died
on an old meged cooss to do for ns what we conld not
do for ourselves. Through His death and resurrection we
can all recerve salvanon. And the way you receive salvations is by asking Jesus
Christ to come o vour heart snd to forgive you | ]
of all your sins. When you do this yon enter into
8 personal relationship with Him forever maora. SR
When you have a personal relationship with God [ oG8
you will experience a love that is greater than i

The Bible Tells us in Tobn 15:13 Greater love
hath no man than this, that 2 man lay down his
life for his friends. Jesus Christ gave His Life £
that we may all have etermal life and spend eternity with Him— now that's LOVE.
May we in return showr the Love of Christ o our fellow mam that they may know
how nmch Fesns Christ Loves them. This Valentine’s be sure to tell Fesns how
nuach you love Him and also Thank Him for the Love He extends to you daily.
Words of Wisdom:

* It is the mconsistent Christian who helps the devil most.  BVA

* A mnan of words and not of deeds is like 3 parden foll of weeds. MN/A

= Life is like a game of tennis- the one who serves seldom loses. /A

= Dom’t forget that God is betwesn vou & your enemy.  B/A

* Well Diome is beter than Well Said. Benjamin Franklin
Cmestion of the Month

Why don't you jump to epportumtes like you jump to conclesionsT
Money Matters

It's not 8 question of how much of MY money I give God, bor bow pmach of
GOD™S monsy do I keep for nyvself.

APARTING FLEA
Living without God means dyinz without HOPE.

St Williams is the Pastor gf Berry Chape! Bapiizt Chuech m Spruce Pine.

Sudoku

Y

= Hiwiekaimi Media

Solution on page 14
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Avery County Schools

Calendars
By Diavid Burleson
Avery Coundy

Tanuary is School Board Appreciation Month, and Avery
County Schools want fo s3v “thank you™ to all our board
members who do so much for our school system Avery Coaney
is represented by five dedicated board members who devote
countless hours to make sure our students are served in the best
way possible. Chair Jobn Greene Vice-Chair Kathey Aldridze,
D Bob Clark, Steve Smith and Eeith Tutterow are ttue adva-
cates for the children of Asery County, developing policies and make decisions
that help shape the firture of our educational systemn. Char school board oversees
more than 2,0 smdents, 460 employees, and an annusl tudgzet of $23,000.000.
I am proud to work with our board, and I congralate them on their excellent
leadership and wision for the stndents of Avery County.

Om another topic, winter weather abways poses a problem because of the impact
it has on school schedulbes_ T think it §s fair to say that most all of us enjov 2 snow
dary. but none of us really enjoy making them up.

As we prepare the 201 7-2018 school calendar, [ would Like to explain some
of the calendar issues that we are required to deal with. One of the first issnes to
nnderstand is that ten-month emplovees are required to work 215 days. Thoze 215
days are broken up as follows: 185 instmactional days; eleven days as holidays; ten
anmual leave (vacation) days; and nine workdays. Of those nine workdays, at least
o must be optional workdays,

This vear, in order to Zet our first semester in and finish hizgh school exams
before Chrismoas, we contimied to 2dd an addinonal towenty minutes to each
school day for students. This additional mme not only allowed us to finish the first
semester before Christmas, it also provided us with extra fime in case of mclem-
ent weather.

The corrent calendar legislation sllows a school year to be defined 25 2 muimi-
onum 185 instroctional days or 1,025 mstructional bours. Adding additonal
fime to the schpol day does allow us the opporiumity to nse the 1,025 howrs as a
oumimal school year and not be required to make-up some of the instctional
fime we miss. Choosing the 1,025 nstructional hours” mininnom, requires us to
subiract any instactional bours missed (i.e. delays or early dismissals) from the
total hours.

At this point, we have missed three days of school. For those days, we already
had the ime made up. Based on the additional time we have addsd; we will have
approximately & vctructonal dayvs” worth of time hanked by the end of the school
year. These days will be used fo make-up the instoctional fime for the net mine
danys we miss,

Nine-rnonth employess (bus drivers and cafeteria staff) are paid only when
students are in school. This factors in te our decision aboat the munber of mstnec-
tiomal days that we don't make up.

We do sppreciate evervone's suggestons on our calendar as we sitive to do
everything possible to keep our students and staff safe during this inclement
weather I do encourage you to talk with us about any questions or SUEEesHOnS
yon may have about our ouorent calendar or nestt year's calendar We will be
deciding abowt the sppropriste fime to cease the additional twenty mimites per day
after the winter season.

I wish for you a wonderful rest of the winter and let's hope that spong comes
sgon. Thanks azain for all you do for our school system. The following is the
most current calendar rules for your consideration

CATEWNDAE LAW SUMMARY EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2013

2012 Senare Bill 187 (Session Lawr 2012-145), applies beginning with the 2013-
214 school year, rewrites a portion of the calendar law (General Stamre 115C-
24

School Calendars must meet the following requirements:

1. Start date po earlier than the Monday closest o Angnst 26 and end date no
later tham the Friday closest fo June 11 {imless a weather-related calendar waiver
has been spproved, year-round school, charter school or cooperative innovative
high school.) If waiver is approwved the start date can be no earlier than the Mon-
dary closest to Aupust 19, (Avery Coumty Schools have filed a waiver)

2_There are no educational purpose waivers for exemption of the opening and!
ar closing dates.

3. All schools within the distct nnst be closed all day for purposes of deter-
minming eligibility for a weather-related waiver (delayed starts or early dismszals
of two or more hours no longer apply)

4. Covers at least nine calendar months.

5. Minst have 8 minioom of 185 days OF. 1,025 hours of instraction.

&. Minst have ar least nine teacher workdays.

7. Local Boards shall designate two (1) workdays on which teachers may take
scounmlated vacaton leave. Local Beards may designate the remaining workdays
as days teachers may take aconmnlated vacation leave. Two davs omast be sched-
nled Opfional Annnal Lesve days.

8. Have a mininmun of 10 smrmal vacstion keave days.

9. Have the sarme or s equivalent number of legal holidays sconrning within
the school calendar as those designated by the State Personnel Commdssion for
State employees. (Currenthy 11)

10. School shall not be beld on Sunday.

11. Veterans Day shall be a holidsy for all pablic school persomne] and for all
students enrolled in the public schools.

Imiid Burleson is Superintendent gf the Avery County Schools

Early Education Investments Prepare
Children for Later Learning Milestones

By Gregory Stella
Fmcgy Cowny

D o kmerar that by the time a child reaches kinderparien
children wiho sre developmentslly behind their peers are likehy
1o rernsin so fior the rest of their sducational caresrs and be-
yvond? Achievement gaps created in a child’s earliest years are
natorsnshy difficodt to close, and the aftesmiath of these gaps is
hngaly expensive for our sodety o address.

Besearch has clearly docnmented that reading proficiency
in the early grades is a key mdicator of firre high school and entployment success.
Children lagsing in their reading scores by thivd grade are four tmes mare likely to drop
out of high schood. Ar this stage of their educational careers, children go from leaming
o read to reading to leam In fact, a child not resding at srade level by the end of first
erade has ahout 3 ten percent chance of reaching prade level by te end of their foarth.

The pood news iz, approxmately one-third of et achievement rap can be aliminated
with high-guality early sdoncation programs. We've seen the benefits firss-hand i Morth
math scores and expenenced fewer spedial education placements in coumties that spent
mmm@ydﬂﬂhﬂdmm EnmtﬂmTaudea‘FM—mwT
PreE_ What's really =
sigmificant about the —Eq u'?Ef'r'ﬁ”f”'s‘iET.ﬂEr'#s i o]
smdy is their find- | A A
Iﬂgﬂflm -..u r :u-"hn.l-:
effect All children
in the conmummoy
were Impacted re-
ardless of whether
or naot they were
enrolled & Sroert
Start or More at
Four program.

Morth Carolina's
First 2000 Days
imitiative (htp?

there are onby 2000 days betwesn the time a babry is bom and when he or she will bepm
kindergarten Dmrmg that time. a child's brain architectore is forming, cresting the foun-
dation for all fiomre leamme. Mow 5 the time for us to come together to build a soonger
fomndstion for our children
In 2018, MNorth Caroline posted = recond-hizh sradustion rate, its 10t consecutive
vear todo s0. A recently relessed stady mdicates SAT scores are on the rise, and it's oo
coincidence that tese score-makers wers infants m 19040 - when our state siznificanthy
increased ifs imvestment in earhy childhood prosrams, and young children m 2001 -
when finll school-day public Pref programs began In fact, overlaying data of sradustion
childhmod mvestments shows 2 Clesr comelation
And while Smart Start appropriations were reduced by the WC Legislamre in 2002
and have continned to experience oits i aubsequent vears, a recent shdy showed that
HMorth Carolins woéers were supportive of these investments m our young children Ty
farct, seventy-four percent. alminst three-quarters of the state’s vobers, sopport expanding
soress to the WC Pre-F and Smart Start proprames so st niore children cam evperisnce
their benefits,
e are forrunate that our fororand deinking Vancey County School Board and admin-
istration are boostng our children's opportmities for success by recently imvesting in
o new earty childbood Pre-E programs - one bocated at Bald Creek Elementary smd
ihe other st Bumsville Elementary - to go along with the exdsting Pre-E classmoom at
Moumsain Heritaze High School. And should these three prosrams oonfinme to it
enrolbment capacity, there likely could be amother site opening in the eastem area of the
connty. In combination with our other privase and public child care providers, we're giv-
ing our children the head start they need o succeed in school and i life.
Tio mcrease the availshility and sffordability of semvices in o early childbood system
the Yancey Allismce for Young Children (YAY Children) is working across conmnrnity
setors to form the parmerships neceseary fior our children to enter school resdy to leam
The collshorations we ane facilimfing hetaeen parests, proniders. schools, onvenmment,
aned other conmnnity memnbers will rechace the umps in the rosd Smiles of youns
children somefimes experence when reaching out for the services they nesd By work-
ing topether, we will ensure thet Yancey Coumty’s Children receive the high-quaakity early
. expetiences they deserve, and go on to become
“““:ﬁm‘;::;‘;r;:::: """ | productrve and successfil contributors to ou
: Tegion.
When vou imvest in the beginning evenyome
wins in the end T receive more information
on YAY Clildren and how you can help, contact

I 1 1
i o g

dren org, urhjc.alhng S28-682-0047. You can
also find us om the welr at hitpommaw yaychil-

dren arg/, on Facebook at htps: e facebook conyYAY Children’, o folloar us on
Twitter at (@AY Children.

Gregory Stella has been an advocate for children in Tancey Cownty since moving
fo the South Toe vailey i 2001, He iz a Community Champion with the First 2000
Dz Initigiive and the current chair of the Tamcay Alifance for Toumg Children.
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Uncomfortable Truth

By Jazom Koon 1
Burke Coumty EJ-I

All of us have conceptions in our minds of “ ——
what our faith iz about; of who Fesns is and what
He!us.d::rn.eanduugh: Many of these concep-
fions are solidly based on Scriphare while some r
are based on ideas that aren’t exactly biblical bat F
don't exactly oppose biblical tuth either. Sall
others are based on cultural or personal mis-
nnderstandings of Christamity. Below are what I believe to be two of the minst
important misunderstandings that some of us have abont our faith.

Or Faith is much older than Most of us realize

Cm the Surface this sounds ndicalous. Jesus lived 2000 vears ago. . .there ..
problem sobved, rizhe? Mot guite. The problem is not that we don't know the facts
and dates of Christan history, the problem is that we stuggle to understand how
long this time period acmally is. The dme since the last Cubs world series win
in 1908, _ that’s a liffle ower 5% of the History of Christisnity. America has been
around for 11_8% of the fime since Jesus, the Foman Empire was around for taice
as lomg. Cror faith mmaly is much older than we realize.

5o why s this important? It means thar these pensrational rifis that we often
experience — divides over what we call raditional and modem — probably aren't
&z eamthchaking as they sometimes feel. Consider the modem altar call which
dates back to aroumd 1350, or Sunday School which gets us back o the late
170d's. Even things that seem to be immnovable pillars of the Christian exper:-
ence — Steeples on Churches and congregational singine — these things are only
about 500 years old. 5o don’t get too fearful of the prospect of a late-21st Cen-
nary Church that has formorten abouwt Amazing Grace, the church was just fine for
glmaost 1800 vears without it. Besides Amazng Grace is not Zoing amywhere amy
fime soon.

Alzp to those who think that a song from 1992 iz considered old. It's not
Gopdly men snd women have heen writing songs, pravers, sarmons, COMMentarios,
and all kinds of great works for taro millennia (longer if you include our faith’s
ancient Hebrew roots). There is plenty of stuff dhat pre-dates Michasl T, Smith
that is worth nsing even in the most modem of worship services. In fact I think
our service, both tradifional and modemn, are missing ot on something if we
newver engage our faith’s ancient roots.

Onr Faith is more than just kmowing Truth

Crur farth is about knowing. believing and doing truth. Jesus said this over and
over again in the Gospels. “He who bears these words of nune, and does them ™
(Wzttherar 7:24), “teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded ™
(Mlzttherar 28:20) are just a few. Mow bafore you aconse me of promoting works
bazed theology, I'm not. I'm not really promoting anything at all yet, so far I'm
Just reading Scripture. I think JTesue is sxying that we ars saved by Grace through
faith; but I think they are also saying that faith always impacts daily life.

Too ofien, we are satisfied to learn truth simply to gain more knowledze about
biblical facts, but I don’t know of any place m Scripture where we are command-
ed simply to amass knowledze. What I see in Scripture is that T am commandad
o know and fo believe, and that as my heart becomes increasingly given over to
faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins to wotk in me, producing Godly fait. Yes,
we are o smdy deep muth, but we study deep tmath so that we can leam how to
lve deep lives.

Jason Eoon iz Pastor of Brideed? Church in Morganton, NC.
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Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

- Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 - B28-559-2700

Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

LOCATED ON HwyY, 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed

We have a huge variety of items including;
Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,
bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection ~“Great Prices “Great Cause

\ 4

‘Hospice and Palliative
Lare of the (fluc ‘Kidge, In
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865 Oak Avenue * Spruce Pine, NC 28777

SCAR

www. bremews . com
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In the Nation, we’re more forgiving.

At Nationwide®, we believe drivers like you deserve
a break. That's why we offer Accident Forgiveness,

BURNSVILLE which means your rates won't go up because of an

5 Town Square accident. We put members first, because we don't
have shareholders. ®

(828)682-2325

SPRUCE PINE Join the Nation® of second chances.

12300 Hwy 226 South

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND Nationwide’

320 Linville Street Is on your side

(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADISON, ﬁ/\
BURKE Counties (TOLL FREE #)
(866)346-4202 R E N T

gassociates

il s A

ReginaHensley  Renee Woody  Cindy Shuford  Crystal Amold Dena Hensley Dusty Robinson  Emily Robinson
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commereial
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Products underwriten by Nationwice Mulual insurance Company and AMiiated Companies, Columbus, Ohloe Mot &l Naionwikde affilated companies are mulual com-
panies and naot all Matioraide members are insuwred by a mutual company.
Matiomaide, the Mabonwide N and Eagke, Mationwide |6 on your side, Join the Mation and We pul members first Decause we donT have sharenolders are Senvice marks
of Matiormide Mutual insurance Company. © 2046 NPR-0614MC.1 (11M1E)
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TOGETHER, WE ARE
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HOPE and H AL G

Call to schedule a tour today!

The Crossnore School and The Children’s Home have united

to create a continuum of care offering HOPE AND HEALING for
children in North Carolina who are suffering from the effects of trau-
ma caused by abuse and neglect. COME VISIT US - we would love

to share our story!

THE CROSSNORE SCHOOL | 100 DAR Drive | Crossnore, NC 28616
(828) 733-4305 | info@crossnoreschool.org | www.crossnoreschool.org

THE CHILDREN'S HOME | 1001 Reynolda Road | Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(336) 721-7600 | Iinfo@tchome.org | www.itchome.org

www. bremews. com
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY
You'll enjoy stimulating lectures, cultural activities,

sporting events, and educational opportunities.

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE
Private Bath & Kitchenette

Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 380-4108 I’
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