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Mam 28:19-20 Go ye therafore, and feach all nafions, baptizing them m the mame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghort: Teachimg them to obrerve all
things whatzoavar I have commeanded you: and, Io, T am with you ahways, even unto the end af the world

Tesus pave ns our cormmission for serving him and oor fme is petting shorter and shorter to get his work done. The fields are rips for plowing right now! Mo matter
where we are God planted us there and He expects a harvest. The first step is to plow the ground and get it ready to plant the seeds. Big sroups —small groups— one
on one, all need the Lord and He will show us the best way. Our fields are bere in the UUSA Ecuador, Dominican Fepublic, India, Africa or snywhers in God’s world.
Comme all ye saints and help us plow the ground for 2o sbundant karcest before it is too Late.

Is your day interrupted with a frequent need to use the restroom?
Bladder control issues are not a normal part of aging. Ouwr specislists are here to help with treatment
options to fit your nesds. Gq

Call today for an appointment. '“.i ' l'r"' MISSION
(B28) 670-5665 | wrwsc.com i .;f...'"':l..u... v T
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Half of all women
have fibroids by age 50.

Symptoms can include heavy or prolonged periods, frequent urination and pelvic
pressure. Our specialists are here to help with treatment options to fit your needs.

r‘

To talk about your symptoms and treatment options, schedule an
l appointment with Dr. Megan Daw atVWestern Carclina Women's

Specialty Center,

Call today for an appointment.
(828) 670-5665 | wcwsc.com
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Church Directory

~ Altapass Baptist |
Church Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
1 Adtepmas ey Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
43 Church Road 207 Pinabridpe Avenua 280 Chapel 51
| sit=pasebaptistchurshigecyn. com) Spruce Pina, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 W“ﬂgﬂw
: . F'l'l!'li 628) 766-2101 TBCWNC.org werw bemychapelbaptist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Banfield www.pinebranchbapfist net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin i
Sunsay Sathoot - $0:50um Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Sarvics 10:30AM :
e Weteatay Sarvice 700PM Sunday School 945 AM
Sunday Youth Pr - 7:00pm Sunday School + 8:45-10:40am Church Office M-F s.wm”mnm Care Meal/
stors for Christ sges B-11) wsmhwmm 8:00AN-2-00PM umwﬁg;ﬂu
Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening * Owr 1o Medp conped the Body ol Wadnasday
Wedrasday - T-00pm . . Wnﬁmhmm Servica 7:00 PM
risk-Cantmrad, m m frameriom our mrl:r.
Bibds Beteving Church™ Loving God and Loving People nation and worid| {See John 17.21) mﬁmw
ce Pine United First Advent Morganton
stian Church Seventh-d
El::umudhi Church e L enth-day o 1y S
11080 Hwy. 226 South Morganion, NG 28655 Adventist Church 1747 Harrell Hill Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 28-437-8208 2187 Jamestown Road .
WWW.SPrUCEDINGUMG.org WA facomonga ion ong Morganton, NC Bakersville, NC
spumcagibelisouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B26-TE5-T448 Associate Pastor Javier Rick Marcar G P
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler pbracdshmefaccmananion@gmal. com astor:
Sabbath (Satu )
B St At Sunday Sohool 10:00 AM. Bilbia Bndy - 930 con Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worshis - 1 00mm Wet: Youth Meal 5:30FM - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship - 11:00 am
Tihi misslon of Pins Uinfted m“""‘é"‘.‘.ﬁ'ﬁ“’"‘" G Mmﬂﬂf Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathodist Chusch fo 1 £ 8 badcon &n Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmm:rm ’ - 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Fducation, and Nururing Servica and Coming Again] www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy Creek Baptist Banner Elk Roan Mountain Missionary
00 s g Drbes A i United Methodist Church 5 ey B
B28-437-1212 B2B-TE5-4620 Bamner B NC NG 28705
s ko By i Pastor: D, C. Timathy Fowler
hmm_hl Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker 2y
mmwmﬂgm Sunday Schoo - 10:00 am Sunday School - 10:00
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM Wadnasday Contamporary Sanvics - 940 am o
Wednesday 630PM LAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Trauitional Wership Sendce - 11:00 am g Eﬁu“mu-m
n;htuuunu -drr} 7:00pm| Mﬂﬁm lsfing - Mon, w:* F‘Ilp'n Wednesday :
Transforming Lives Through STRNE GRS LOUDIs UMW & UNM estng - 2nd S 10003 mmﬁ"ﬂﬁﬂm
The Power of Jesus Christ! may know Christ™ Engish Ciasses - Tues, & Thars. 6 - 5 pm and His Word i bolioved.

McDowell Cooperative Extension Center

By Adam [Lawing
MeDewell Clovmty

At the McDowell Connty Cattlemen's Association Anmzal Meetmg that was
beld &t Glenwood United Methodist Church Fannary 26th. two awards were given
and a new Board of Directors was installed

The twe awards were for Cattlemen of the Year that goes to a producer, and
a Service Award ziven to someons who has excelled in their commitment to the
people and conwmmities of McDowell County as well as their service to the M-
Diowell County Cattlemen's Association.

Becently the McDowell Connty 4-H Livestock Todging team travelad to MC
State Universzity to compets at the Tudging in Janary Contest.

McDwowell County 4-H took 10 kids to compsete in this competition. The kids
hard work and determinstion paid off with all of the awards they won.

The Junior team was Molly Anderzon, Jay Englizh, Abigail Williams and
Matie Duckworth. Eylie Biddix competed ar an imdividual.

Ihsnrarmm wiar Hanmah Ellis, Alvson Biddie, Colton Cox and Skyler )

Murray. Jokn Eric Ellis competed as an Indhvidual The nominated Board qf Directors ane Hsted from lgft fo right: John Enighten,
Ihistin Laws, Boyee Poal, David Parker, Steve Cable, Charles Harris, and Robert
FFilison

www. brenews. com March 2017 - Blue Bidge Christian Mews page 4



Church Directory

McDowell Cooperative Extension Center

Charies Harris, Coy Fender and John Enighten. Cay Fender recetved the Catile-
men gf the Year dward

The Service Award was given to Justin and Megan Jornigan with Footiills Ma.ﬁrfﬂ
Feterinary Sarvices

Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Zhdl Baptist Church Baptist Church SB| | Baptist Church
i, NC 28634 255 DTS S 222 West Bumsville Church Rd. 4668 Burkemont Rd.
B25-TEE-E810 kersville, Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
mﬂmm wiww. bearcreskbaptist.com (828)-682-3990 A2B-437-2957
oo Reverend Bruce Cannon iy "mwm
am : Sunday Schook §:45 a.m, WARW. montbapti
umm:mmmmwﬂ T80 wmsmrr R ak Morming Service: 1I:I"-!'-ﬂlla“m. burie slomg
] p Sarvica 10:45 AM e B:00
Vot ek, 531 prn Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Himaing Sarvioee: el Soreiay of anch marh, £90 pm Evening Worship 6:45 PM Wadnasday Service 6:30 pum.
e 955 Yo ale] mot chicssn sms, BUE | chess you Wednesday Worship 7:30 PM Tt Rl —— Em - Early Worship
il i i ) e ol Sofowars and wervanks of Jetus Civie S:45am - Sunday School
W, Thar o Fatur ol e ey | |"Fior God 80 loved the world, he whiln miissing Io the gt and 11:00am -
i In ey T Eﬂﬁ his ﬂ"!l' E'm.-.-'* phyeical peeds of ouf charsh ond communiby. E:ﬂﬂpm I E'il"ll'lh"; w“hlp
First Baptist Church of Burnsville Seventh— |  [Faith Fellowship Church
’
St. Lucien’s Spruce Pine day Adventist Church Champ Ray Rl
695 Summit Street Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Bumsville, NC {B26)-675-0204
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 BZA-TRE-0411 B2B-682-T4T6 www flen.ong
Phone (B28) Te5-2224 w5 pruceninafbe, cam www fervadin.org
o N iz Pastor: David Gillesple
Sunday Mass 300 am Driml PH'I.M Sabhath (Saturday) :
Wadnesday Falth Formatfion Pt Luck Lunch svery Sabbath Sunday Schaal - 1000 am
6:00 pm Sunday Schogl - 545 am et the sarmmon for everyone Worship Servics - 10045 am
Food Pantry Wad. 1:00- mm-!:limw.mw Bt Sudy - G304 Wﬂmm'm
b i Evering - 6:30 pm Seebam Wi - 110AM oo, e o
Kinowing Soving Serving Tuesday Uippar Hired he delighisth in his way."
Endm o Godt | Fowstip (Prayer Moofing) Wed.Gom)| Psaim 3723
Bakersville United : a— :
Methodist Church You can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know
118 §. Mitchell Avenus where your church is and when yon meet by listing
Bakersville, NC 28705 in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible and
B28-T85-0015 effective advertising is specially priced at $300.00 per
vear for our churches - approximately 55.75 a week!
Pastors -
Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
Rev. Gene Lanier
! ] F. a
Sunday School 11:00 AM Call us at 8§28-765-6800 to enroll in
Morming Worship 10:00 AM this important outreach effort.
"Come grow with us”

Plumtree | 1 Church

Special Meetings with Doug Johnson

By Ryan Bridgeo
Avery Cowrty

Yom are invited to Plummese Prashyierian Church for
special meetings with Dioug Johnson on Sanrday March
11th, 7 PM and apain on Sunday, March 12th =t 11:00
AN and §-30 PB. Sunday night= service will be a heal-
ingz service. We believe these are poine to be powerful
meetings that yoo won't want to mizss Dong Folmeon
was radically saved from dmes and alcohol in his early twenties; coming owut of
ihe hippie movement be became a passionate disciple of Fesns. After his conver-
sion, he was filled with a fSery Baptizm in the Holy Spirit. In his early years, Dioug
ministered as an evangelist m local jail fsireet ministeries and also as a worship
leader in the local church, At the Toronte Blessing he experienced a glorous
baptism of the Fathers love through the ministy of Tobn Amotn. Doug has since
waveled the nations, kaving the privilege to minister and preach on teams with
his heroes of the faith, Fandy Clark, Surprise Sithole, Leif Hetland, Heidi Baker
mnd other spostelic leaders. After mimistering the Gospel throngh the ministry of
daliverance and bealing i the nations, Dioug's heart is now focnsed on equipping
spirial sons and dawghters in the local chureh to manifest those same Eingdom
realities in the Power of the Spirtt through the Fathers love. Dioug is also meobred
in a regional minisiry called the Balimore Allisnce, encouraging and equipping
leaders of precions like faith to establish “Eingdmn COuiposts™ to experience the
Geonine Reality of His Kinpdom coming fo earth. Diong now resides in Manches-
ter B0 and is marmied to his best fend Betsy for 43 years, he has three wonderfl
children and four perfect grandchildren.

“Mdore of You in me, o I can be More for you Lord!™

Fyan Brideeo can be reached af §28-T45-6010. For more npformaiion you can
Visit the church website af www plumireechurch.com or email pasiori@pinmires-
church.com

www. brenews. com
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Lli urﬁﬁw |
Evy Bob Brown
Avery County

In zn effiort to share the rescurces that God has given

o us, we are opsring our doors to all of Avery County.
Onr main mission for APRC will remain e o the mis-
sion upon which we were founded. providing resources  [SS1L
and parenting classes for new mothers and mothers-to-

be. APRC will still reserve Wednesdays and Thursdays

&

THE for this important minisTy.
PRESCRII)‘TION m However, our facility is not being used to its full potensial. It is not used on
Monday, Tuesday, or Fridey. We desire to expand our minismoy to all of Avery
Ciounty, o all and of all . We forming classes m Fixanc-
OF BURNSVILLE | O e e e e e
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust" all who wish to participate. One of our banks in Newland. will gracicusly provide

all the materizls and a Financial Expert to teach the class. In addition a class on
the nse of [Fhones and Androids will also be taught. Our first class, will meet next
week. There iz soll time
for you fo attend. Mo

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window

=Easy transfers registration is needed.
=Delivery service available If you are interested in
*Ower 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience jodming us, please call
g - o Bob Brown st 8258-4467-
*Open 7 davs a week 9812 any day.
*Locally owned and operated Last Thursday, six
=Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™ ladies from different
churches met at APRC
1o make thirty aproms
for kitchen personne] at
an Evangelistic Sports
Camp in Africa. The Avery Pregnacy Centes
camp ministers to G650 o

young pecple 3t a time during a three-four-day period, providing for both their
physical and spirimeal needs. Crer 2,000 young people accepted Jesus Christ as
their Savior last year at the camp. Two guest speakers from the Sports Camp will
be with us at the Family Life Center at Oak Grove Bapist Church at § PI. on
Tuesday, March 21st for 3 Ladies Night of Enrichment

We do have a need that I st share with yon. We s6ll need two vobantesrs to

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville teach our cooking and sewing class. Classes will be small, fwo to three peaple at
atime Please call for Bob Brown at 8282470812 for information.
828-678-3914 _ —
Bol Brown is the Execufive Divector gf the Avery Pregnancy & REeource Canior

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

* Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

* Occupational Therapy In-House

* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour
I 7 Days a Week

* Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

@
an center *» Call us for Reservation Program

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
Y Y Yo % %

Official 5 Star Medicare Facility

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312 Call to Schedule a Tour
Fax: (828) 765-7295 or Stop By Ioday!
www. brenews.com March 2017 - Blue Ridge Chrishan News page 6




Ewanda Newsletter

Bv Rev. George Patton J&
Burke Courty and the Worid

As the sun begins to rise early on Mahema Camnp
in the eastern part of the country of Fowanda the day
begins. Children come nmuing ont of their homes as
anmmcements are made over the lowd speskers en-
couraging them not o be Late for school. Water stations
begin to fll up with people going after water and smoke
begins to fse in the sky from the commmnal kitchens
placed throughout the camp. The is how the day begins
in one of the largest refuges camps in the world. This is Mahama Camp. This
camp was opened in Apnil 2015 and now holds over 30,000 displaced refizess
mostly from Bunindi. These people have come by the thousands escapimg the
violence that erapted in Bunindi after the Last presidential elections. According
mB‘mmﬂlliwapIuﬂalcmuﬂ].rhuldl five year terms. In the last electon,

Joe,
0N

their early 20°s. 5o
many of thern have lost parswts, friends, brothers and sister and escaped with what
little they had on their back. Lastyesr [ kad the privilere of mestong about 30 of
these young people when I held a conference m the capital city of EKizgali RBwanda.
This year I told them I would come to them. It takes a lot of effort to zet nto an
internationsl refuges camp. We had to get special pemmission from the govem-
ment of Ewanda They did a thorough backgroumd check on ws o make sure

that we were not spies coming in to find out wheo is in the camp and who is not. 1
am told that many ¢

Mmes Soveruments
will send spies

imto thesa camps.
My heart was so
saddened. Once
we received our
clearance we drove
270 kilometers east
of the capital of
Fizali We checkad
in at our hotel and
went fo meetf our friends outside the camp. They had givenus 2 days m the camp,
one evening and one day. We had such a grest schedule planmed  We met outside
the camp af a restaurant Once we finalized the plans we were escorted in. In
these camps, someone is assigned to von to keep watch over vou. Praize the
Lord the lady assipned to us was a Christian. We drove thronzgh the security gate,
had gur IVs checked and proceeded on. One of the relief apenciss had loansd
them a tent foras
fo conduct our ser-
vices. As soom as
we arrived I found
ﬂ:ﬂ]lmm;p-l_!uple
already singing and
praising God. Tears
filled myy eves [as I
saw many of them
again. They had
all dressed special
for the event. They
S3NF 50 MAany
songs for us. All

I could do was weep. I really thought I would never see many of these young
people again. Mow here we were, on top of 2 moumtsing with the bresze blowing,
in a revival tent with 3 youth choir made up of Bumndi refugees. Brother Todd
gave his testimony of bow God had delivered him from the bondage of dnigs and
glcobol and how he was now teaching and preaching the Word of God around the
world. It really spoke to the young people. When he had finished, I preached the
message. Arthe x

end of the meszaze
I gave the mwvits-
tion for whoever to
comes mmd commit
your lives to Jesus.
Wine people came
o give their life

to Christ.  Itwas
snch a powrerfinl ser-
vice. Many others
wanted to commit
to serve Christ in

Burundian Refuzees ar Mahana

nately, they would not let us come back the next dey. They told us that they did
not see anoy reason for us to come if we were not bringing amvithing such as rice,
besns or something of the nonanitarian sort. My heart was sad. [ knew that the
devil kad tried to shut us down. [ know what we have is more than lnumanitanian,
it does more than satsfy the flesh, but instezd satisfies the soul both now and for
all etermity. I am in Uganda now and we are really seeing God move here as well
I lowe you folks =0 mmch Thank you for all your prayers.

Greoree Patton {5 an evangeliztmissionary o the world from Grace Baptist
Church in Morganion.

TRUCK &) MONTH

(S ¥ N,

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC

5l

[-40 Exit 100 « 310 Jamestown Bd, » Morganton, NC 28655
www.johngreenecdj.com » 828-584-5337
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Hope, Recovery Remembering to Praise and Give Thanks
Bridge42 Church

By Barbara Harrell

Too often wre mo to the Lord with request afier request and

DI‘I-IQEPHEWIE when He has answered we walk away until the next ime. We §
By Jaszon Koon neadtnuseﬂt&l.nrdthyEasaﬂdemdmakemmm
Burke Coumty Praising Him for who He is first. “"Owe Farher which arf in

haaver, hallowed be Thy nawme. ™ ‘ﬁhhveasl‘.edl-hmtumier—
VERE in our
Ccountry and
many of us
feel he is doing just that Hawve
we praised and thanked Him
for that? A praise and thanks-
Fiving tirme was held recentdy
just for that

Pzalm 150:1-6 JPrai:.mJ.-'aﬂu
Lord Praize God in hir sanciu-
ary; praize him i the firmna-
meand gf ks power 2 Praize
Famn for hiz mighty acts; praise
Fiim according fo his excal-

On September Ind, 2016, The Morganton
Mews Herald reported that dg overdoses
have now surpassed Automobile accidents as
the leading cause of accidental death in Burke
Conniry:. As T beran to look desper info thiz, hewever, it struck me that this statistic
iz by no maans umigue to Barke County or even Western Morth Carolina. In fact,
a5 siIprsing as it sounds, this is becoming guite common in maEmy areas aroand
the country. I knew we had a drmog problem in America and I knew that it las
erown especially acute in many small towns and mural areas like Western Morth
Carolina, but I was not prepared to realize how severe this problem kad become.

Western Worth Careling towns are some of the last places yon'd think this
would happen. Ohar conrmmities are very religious, many of us are the Grand-
children and Great-Grandchildren of some of the sirongest and hardest working
people to ever walk the earth. Even today, there are 66 Southern Bapiist Churches

in Burke County (that just happens to be the dencmination I'm affiliated with), lent greainess. 3 Praise kim
znd literally thousands maore Churches scattered all around these mountsins. Yet, with the sound af the rumpet:
drug overdoses are the lesding camse of accidental death in many of these places. praize him with the praltery

I hawe hecoms increasingly saare of 4 divide in our region and to some eoctert
across the nation. There is an ever-deepening gulf between “Church People™ and
what I can only descoibe as “on-Charch™ people. I hear It in miy personsl conver-
sztions all the time *I don't think I'd fit in. Chuarch really isn't for me.” Thess are
not necessarly people who don’t believe in God, mamy of them are people who
just don't see themselves fitting in to what many of us kave defined as “Church.™
Homestly, it shouldn’t be that nonch of a surprse; how many “Church People™
reading this article have even one close reladonship with someone ontside the
Commumity of Faith. I"m not talking sbout a couwsin who only shows up a few

and harp. 4 Praise kim with tha
fimbrel and dance: praise him
with siringed mstruments and
grgan:. Praise kim ypon the
loud cymbals: praize him upon
the high soumding cymbals 6
Let gvery thing that hath breath
praise the Lord. Praise ye the
Lond

Daprist Azzoc.

Sundays a year or 2 neighbor who is in a different denomination; I'm talking dif- We praize him for who He
ferent world-view, different socio-economic stams, different side of toam, maybe iz and we thank him for all He
even different race. has done for us

I think thess issues are related. I believe the message of the Chorch, the Thank you, Daniel Whetstine,
meszage of the Gospel and of Fesns is the one thing that can change ndividwal for providing ns a time to coms
people and the only way societies can maly see ransformation and it's beginning back and Praise and Thank the
1o look like this message is increasingly beconung the imtellecnal property of Lord for what He has done for
certain groups. I believe that in Armerica, our Governument us and for our country.

is one that is desizned to work for evervone, bat it seems
that sometimes Governments are more concerned with the
wants of somme over the needs of all. T say all this not w point
fingers. This is a friendly reminder and not just one for you
who may be reading, but for myself as well. As a Believer,
I don't exist for miy wants and desires smymore. T exist to
sacrifice novself m love; Texist to spesk hope to walk in the
light of tmth and help others leam to do the same. [ say this
a5 3 reminder to our lecal povermments; you have a re-
sponsibility to kead all of our citizens well, and I say this to
ihose wiho feel like they're on the other side. You do belong,
your voie does connt, and honestiy one reason society and
Churches are in the shape we're n is that too many of you
have checked out. So, if anyone looks at you like yon don't
belong in their Charch, just sit back, smile. and knowr that
you do.

Jason Koo iz Pastor gf Brideed? Chunch in Morganton, NC.

Barbara Harrell loving mother, srandmother and great-grandmother:. Part evner
Bive Ridge Chrisiian News.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
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Lakeview Nur sery has hfcnme Lakeview Mercantile & Garden
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Life Lessons
Learning to Plow
Doug Harrell

When I turned 12 years old Dad came to me and said,
"Dwoug, you are big enough to leam to plow the Gelds
with Jack and Fim " Tack and Fim were our mules that
we uzed o de the farming which inclheded plowing,
disking, mowing, raking. cultivating and hauling. We
had wheat is called a hillside plow, that is one that the ac-
tual plow part of the plow will swing from side fo side.
When you reach the end of the rowr you moved the plow
to the other side so it wrould abarays throw the dirt the zame way, Perhaps mawy of
you old fimers like me will remember this. It took a liftle raiming to get the swing
down comecily and tum the plow, latch the blade snd start back down the row.
Leaming to get that first row siraight was 3 key element in the whole process.
From a pride standpcint, vou wanted to be able to brag about how siraight your
plowing was. The way you did this was to pick ouf 2 point at the other end of the
field and keep your eve on that point making sure the nmnles kept going straight fo
that point.

Philippians 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the kieh calling of God
in Chrizt Jezws. This pressing toward the prize is keeping our focus oo plowing
the fialds for Christ. Also when Iwas 12 years old I zave my life to the Lord at a

little church om the hill above our house, Pleasant Growve Charch of the Brethren
Iwounld like to be able to say that froon that day on I alwrays worked at plow-

ing the fields for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, at that would be a2 definite
smetch. There were certainty tmes that T fell far short of this commission and I
give thanks to God each and every day for his saving grace. I can say thar even
when I did things that were not to God's liking, T was aware of it and knew in my
heart that I was doing wrong.

Tiodary, T feed that God kas given onr coumtry another chance to tum back to his
teachings, just this moming, I read that our oarrent adminisiration kad reversed
the federal mandste that bathrooms in schools nmst be wansgender friendly!
Praise the Lord! Hopefully the states will follow through on this as well. We do
not need our wives, daughters and granddsughters baving to go to bathrooms and
showers with some male that thinks he fesls like a female today or vice versa.
We will have a window of opporiumity bere, bt the battle will be fierce and the
forces of evil will be lond and in our face. We muost continme to Kegp our eye oo
the goal, contimne to stand frm ot not with malice. With bove for our fellownman
and a resolute deternunation fo follow the teachings of our Lord and Savior. All
the while we must confimee to pray for those that despitefully nse us and continne
to pray for puidance from shove for ourselves, our leaders and most of all our
pastors. The teacher is held to 3 higher standard in God's eyves and we need o ba
aware of this daily. Confinue to pray for a great revival in our nation. God Bless
all of vou.

Stll Plowimg, Farmer Dong

Doug Harvell iz a ljfe-long resident gf Mitchell County, Ouner qf Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Baptizt Church and Publisher of the Blue

Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

M

B * Freedom Landscaping -

Commoearcial & Residential

* Lozy Gabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « 828-559-2T700

Jesms separates Christianity from other relisions
J: I've been studying the major religions of the world,
but I'm puzzled about Christianity. What makes it differ-

ent from the other relizions? It seems different to me, bt T
can't figare out why, — C.I.

A: The difference between the relirions you've been stady-
ing and Christianity can be summarnzed in o words: Jesus
Christ. He is the center and foundstion of the Chrisoan
faith, and He also is the reason wity Christianity is different
from all the other religions that people folloa:

Lat me explain it this way. All the reliFions vou've been smdying have one
thing in conumon: they all are searching for God (even if they don't call Him Geod,
or they think there may be many gods and goddesses). They do this in a multuds
of ways — bt they're all rying to find God and gain His faver by their sacrfices
and good desds.

Bt Christianity is different. Instead of us searching for God — God is search-
ing for us! Instead of us reaching up to God — God is reaching dowm to us! This
is why Jesus is so important, becanse He came down from Heaven to do fior us
what we could never do for ourselves: bring us to God. God is perfect and holy,
and we are separated from Him by onr sins. Mo matter how hard we Iy, we canmot
erase the siain of sin by oorselves. But by His death and reswrection Christ did
this fior ns.

I semze that doam inside you are searching for God. But God iz also searching
for you! By faith torm to Jesus Christ and receive Him into your life today. God’'s
promise is for vou: “Yet fo ail who did receive him, fo thoze who balieved in hiz
nime, e gave the right fo become children gf God™ (Jobn 1:12).

Harboring bad thooght: is always harmdul

O I kmow we're not supposed to have bad thonghts about others, but to be bonest,
what difference does it make? As long as [ keep miy thonghts to myself, they don't
really burt awyone, do they? — Mrs. T'F.

A: Yas, harboring bad thonghts sbout other people always burts someone — it
borts you. The reason is becase thew aren’™ just mmocent thoughts. Behind them
are ofher empptioms, such as anger, jeslousy, envy, of pride — any one of which
will harm you

The Bible repeatedly warns us about the danger of evil or podeful thoughts —
and we should take its wamings very seniously. Even if we hide them from others,
God knows what is going on in our minds, and He slso knows the hanm that
commes because of them. The Bible says, “T the Lord zearch the heart and examine
fhe mimd" (Jeremiah 17:100.

Why are bad thoughts about others 3o harmful? One resson is because they not
only poison our souls and distont our personalities, bat they also cutus off from
others. Instead of loving them and seeking to help them, we turn our backs on
them — which is wrong The Bible says, "Thir ix the message you heard from the
baginnie: We showuld love one another” (1 John 3:11).

Conumit your life — imchading your mind — to Fesus Christ. Bemember: yoa
may have bad thonghts shout others — but He has no bad thoughts abowt you! He
loves you with an everlasting lowe — a love so great that He was willing to give
His Life for vour salvation. Open your heart and life to Him todsy. Then ask Hom
to cleanse your mind and beart of evil thouaghts, and to belp you love others the
same way He loves you. And if bad thoughts arise, crowed them out with prayer.

www. bremews . com
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Yancey County Hospice

“Seeds Sown During Grief”
By Jacob Wilkis
Tancay Cowunty

"Blezred are thoze who mourn_for thay shall be congfore-
@d. Matthew 5:4” Can grief be a blessing? It is one of the
most paradordcal sermons in all of the Bible, JTesns' “Sermon
on the MMomnt™. Cryving ont in pain agony, and despair, we
are hlessed? I dom’t like paim agony or despair In factI
fry to avoid mowrning at all costs. It means that something
awfinl has happened. It means a mamiage has ended, a loved one has died, = child
is sick, or we are in the throes of illness. Tt means we are desperate. What is there
io be happy abowt? That is what that word “Blessed” means, to be happy. Happy
are those who mourn? Happy are those who wail, and ooy out to God. When we
cry out to God we can be assured that God hears us, that God is molding ws, and
that God is in a supemmanoal way comforting us. When we 0w In fears we Teap a
harvest of spiritual prowth and dependsnce.

The McFameys' hit song, “God on the Mountain™ goes like this, “Life is easy
when you're up on the mountain but it's down in the valley of oials and tempts-
fiom, that's when faith is really put to the test. Because the God on the Mountain
i sall God in the valley.™ Trials and temptstions prove tous the all-powerfil
wonder of our hegvenly Father Some people have the mistaken belief that {eod 1=
3 (rod of the mountain top experience, bat is not the God of the valley experience.
Iszael's enemy found out the hard way m 1 Eings 20028 “The man of God came
up and fold the kimg of Erael, ™ This is what the LOFD says: “Becauss the Arame-
ans think the LORD is a god of the hills and not a god of the vallevs, I will deliver
this vast amay inte your hands, and you will know that [ am the LORD.™ God
nof only shows up in our dme of despest despair, bt he shows off in our ime of
deepest despair. He gives ns supematral swength during the walley experiences,
It is during our times of grief and despair that our heavenly Father showrs up and
fights for ns. We can be blessed in the valley becmise we know God is fightimg
for us.

Sowing tears in the valley, reaps character on the mountain In the valley we
leam lessoms shout compassion, nomwility, and forgivensss. In the valley of trials
and fremptation God allows the pam to mold us mie his likeness, This exert from
the lymm “How Fimm 3 Foundation™ explains what God’s plan is with grisf

"When through fary trials your patinway shall lie,
iy grace all-ngificient shall be your zuppiy;
the fame shall mor hurt vou; I only design
your dross o conners and your sold fo rgfine.
J "The zoul thar on Jesus has leaned for reposea
Twill wot, I will not desert bo itz foaes;
that zowd, though all hell should endeaear to shake,
Tl naver, mo, never, no naver forsake!™

Crod has a plan for your grief m wse vour roubles, trials, and heartaches to
mold youo inte His image. Our ransformation doring these times is 3 blessing thar
we reap from saffering.

Finally, the grestest blessing we receive from grief is God’s grace. God is most
real to us during times of great suffering. God leads His dear children along,
Some through the fire, Some throngh the food, ot all thronzh the blood Some
thronzh great somow, but God gives a song, In the nizht season and all the day
long.

Grpd's presence is sweetest, soongest, and most real durmg grief Wereapa
knowledge of the character and love of God that sustains us even i the worst of
fmes.

Jacod Willis iz an erdained pastor and Bereaverment Coordinator for Yancey
Couniy Hospice. Fou may confact him of jacobwig kospiceqfance. org.
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Marlene’s Meditations

1251231 235 Repetitionand
Analogy

By Mariene Houk
Burke Courny

It was 3 wild spimming whirlwingd of tmmming beat, np-
phing notes and a mesmesizing collision of somds that somehow
biended and meshed together, crestms a memony of mnsic that
will echo within me fior 3 long tme Three hovrs later, slthough it
thest wiould cammy us back to the pomdans world and the lifeless parking zaraze.

It a sheet of tonsic, not an iPad full of notes and nary a single MeronODME Was pres-
exi. How did the four musicians perform so flawlessly and with such delizhifol gbem-
don? The answer Lies within the fibers of our mmscles. Iris called Moscle Mempry, And
the mirarke of mnscle memory exbibited it streneth mightiby during that mapnifiost
mensFerie of melodies that offered such plezsore during the concest.

Blnscle memory is the meadmill of musical miracles. According o the Oxford English
Living Drictionary, it & defined as:

The ability to reproduce & pansoudar movement without conscions thought, acquired
25 @ pesnbt of frequent repetition of that movement.
they conld play, wiite and ammange their nnesic with its aniquee style and not have wo think

Typing, riding a bike and playing a mnsical mstooment also relies heavily on onscle
memory. But without repetition. nmscle memory would just be fisblry, powerless o per-
fonm and lacking the fibers to be proficient. God has masterfilly desizned us o nesd and
to desire repetifion because it brmgs ws a prest sence of fulfillment and parpose when we
accomiplish o poals And repetition aids ns abundamthy i seryine the Lord

To emphasize the importance of repetition, God has placed diis pattemn in the Bibls.
Fepetition i like 3 basron from a lishithonce, plercing the darkness of the lack of knowl-
edze and pointing s to great maths found in the Scophmes.

In His divinely desimned Bible (5od has mamy examples of repetiton. Coe of the most
fescinating s the repetition of barrenness in the stones of Bible women. In seven specific
stories filled with the wagedy of baren women, God strengthens the baam of izht
dizected soward our souls a5 He meiterates bammenness sFam and sgaim,

In his boaok, Yoo Are What Vou Love, JTames A Smith talks abouat the way oo
hears are formed: ““There &5 no formation without repetition. Virboe fonmstion takes
practice, and there is no practice that isn't repetitive. e willingly embrace repefition as
2 pood in afl kinds of other sectors of our life— to hone our golf swing our pisno prow-
ess, and our mathematical ahilities, for exarmple. Tf the sovereipn Tord hes created os as
cregtres of hebit, wihoy should we think repetition is ininvical o eor spirinesl srowth ™

Cna might question why, in 3 {od-breathed book with over 783,000 words and m-
tended to porture and teach Christians for thousands of years, does God repeat Himsalf?
But as we follow the beam of light in the sfories of bamen women, we discover a method
thest God wses 1o help us discover tmath. The method is simply using analogies that ink
emoton-packed word pichures with spirinal peraliels that enable us to never forgst the
truthes contsined within,

Amnaloges clanfy and sreamline leamming, For example, when leamming 8 musical
syt the tescher can give the student am amalopy. And even thosh the stodent may
not know what to do with thesr instnament, they mmdierstand what to do throwsh the nse
of analoey:. And it helps them play the msrmment cormrectly.

When nwy daughter was ghoat 12, her fhste teacher was oying o explam how to nse
her hreafhing to eraponer her air to play the fiuee with more precision amd skl She wsed
the mslogy of someone boring 2 hole through e door. Even thonsh ny young denshter
did not know howr to direct the sir into the flube, she was still sble to accomplish that zeal
becanse she nndersiond e analogy. And she was rewarded with an enthosiastic, “Way
o go! That was exactly how you needed to play dest!™

The mnltiple times that bamenness ocous in Scrphares forms a strong ray of Light
thest poimts vo the spirines] snaloey found i 2 Peter 1:8 For jfthese things b i Jou, and
abourd, they ke vou that ye shall] neitfer [bal barmen nor il i the eowd-
ed=e qf our Lord Jenes Cheist,

With just the word picime of
barrenmess, our minds recapiume
the emotion and the finakity of
this piry=ical limitation of women.
Then He embeds that wiord
pichare in 2 Peter 1:8 when He
tells us not fo be bammen spirn-
ally. What 2 sirong statement
theat evokes te sadness of bamen
wiomen in tihe Bible, God has '
prepared us with these stories ] .
t0 finally accept the even more FPhiladeiplia Orchesira
devastating wrazedy of spinimal barrenmess, Then (od births withinns the power 1o pro-
chace spirvhes] frodt as we follow the instrnctions in the too verses sbave: 5_4dnd beside
iz, prving all dilizence, mdd fo vour fard virtue, and o virtue nowiedse, 6 dnd to
knowladee fempermmce. and o iemperance patiience; and fo patience godiingss; 7 And
o poclinest Srothar]y kKingnars, and fo brotherdy brdnecr charigy

As the concent comes to a close, the nnsicians bow and exit. But the dmnderous
varsety, skill and enerzy as well as accompanying video techoology deat the mnsic is
muly thrilling to hear and see. Their nnscle memory rippled with strength. It had been
zained throngh the meadmill of repetition. And we were Lavishby blessed with the resuls
of their repetition. Like the mnsicians, we, as Christians nead to repeatedly stedy, read
and compare Scopoure, seapching for the spiniual analeies vl we are ushered into the
delighis of the weasures of His Word!

Mariens Houk is a regular conirilador fo The Blue Ridee Christian Nawz. She
arnd Sid, Rer husband, attend Mount Howme Baprizs Chunch.
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Praying and Feanut Butter and
Jelly Sandwiches.
Preacher Chris Rathbone

Mitchall County

Growing up here in the mountins has allowed me ‘
o have some wonderful memories. To me, there will
always be a special place in my heart for this place
I've called home for 39 years. I've lived in Mitchell,
Yancey, and Avery coumties and unkess I fee]l God
is calling me somewhere glse, I plan to stay. The
people. the sumoundings. the families and church
farndlies m these commmities are special to me. hany tmes, I"ve had peopls say
that I was raised a generation too late. Some of the memories I have of child-
hood are memories that the older generation have Pinto beans, cornbread, raising
chickens, milk cows, nmting fishing, family gathermgs, charch services, etc, ara
memaries I will cherish.

Many memories close to ooy beart are those of my grandma. To me and the
other grandchildren she was known as “hdammie”. As a matter of fact, that’s what
most everyons who koew her called her. The folks at the Estatoe Church of God
wiould often call her Sister Lucy, bat most, once they got o know ber, knew her as
Mammie MMy prandps on that side of the family was known as Poppy, but he died
before I was bom so I never knew him.

Crur farmily lived just below Mammie’s bonse. MMost wonld say a “stone’s
throw™ aaray. Tust 8 hop. skip. and 2 jump we conld be on ber porch. She depend-
ed on the family a lot. My uncle cut wood and locust posts and wonld often bring
loads of firewood. Many times, T've bnsted firewoeod, loaded it in the wheelbar-
row, and stacked it to the ceiling on the litile porch on the side of her howse.

She pever drove that I knew of, 50 she
depended on family a lot o take her o the
grocery store or the doctor. The charch
was just out the hill froon ber honse, so
while she was able, she always walked to
church.

Az 3 boy in school one thing T abways
rempmber is getting off the school bus
and running as fast a5 I could dowm the
drveway to hMammie's bouse. I'd sling
open the screen door oo the porch and
Zo into the kitchen. There on the table, which made a screeching noise when you
leaned agzinst it, would abways be a peamrt butter and jelly sandwich and a cold
glass of milk. MManunie knew that zrape jelly was ory favorite, so she always
made my sandwiches out of Bama zrape jelly and Peter Pan peanut butter. I would
zobble down the sandwich and milk as if [ hadn't eaten all day. She always of-
fered me something else before I left to zo homs. All T needed was PB & T

At the beginning of oy Bth prade year in school, I fixed up one of the bedrpoms
s [ could stay af Mammie’s howse to help take care of her. T staved umtil about 3
wear after | gradusted high school. Mo matter bow late I was after school or ball
practice, she abarays had a good supper waiting for me. Ofien it would be 8 pm.
before I zot bome. She would wait and eat when I got there so we conld eat to-
gether. Cme of my faverites was pickled beans, combread, and streaked meat with
3 fresh cmion on the side She drank turtermilk bt I conld hardly hendle that, so I
just drank whole milk. She would pour =3kt on her plate and dip her onion in it 5o
did I... just because she did.

hizsmmie kad a deep faith m the Lord. One thing that the family slways knew
was that she was praying for them. Often, I would sleep in the same room with
ber when she was sick. I slept on the big bed and she slept on the twin bed on the
other side of the room. Every night she prayed and prayed for a long time. One
by ome, she wonld call out the names of her family. She would pray for those she
knew and if she conldn't remember theit name she would simply say, “Lord, you
Enow who I'm thinking sbout.™ She prayed for the sick, the lost, the chuoch the
pastor, etc. I Lay there many times in that bed across the room from her and heard
her call out my name. Talk sbout conwvic-
tion when you koow you are bost withont
Jesus and your precicus grandmas is there
praying for you and knowing you are
hearing her! She prayed for bill money,
broken down appliances, firewood, or
anything she needed. If she had prayed
for me to die, T would have laid down and
zot ready! One thing that I knew when
I amrived home 3t Mammie’s house was
that if she was praving, she didn’t come to
the door vmt] she was finished . Many times, visitors would sit on the porch until
she fimished praving so they could visit ber. T wonld simply tap on the bedrooom
window to let ber know [ was bome. Sometimes it would be a few minntes,
sometimes almost an hour bafore she opened the door She leff our family a great
legacy of faith and tost in the Lord Mjost of us didn't reslive bow important this
was nnil later in our lives.

Tast a short time before Mapumie passed away, I was able o tell ber thar Jesus
hzd saved me. When I told her, she rose up in that bospital bed and shonted with
her anms snd hands waving praises to the Lord. She didn't get to see all of her
pravers answered while she was hers. Many of them were answersd sfier she went
homie to be with the Lord, but I believe she knows. I would like to think that che
knows (God has called me and toro of my brothers o preach and possibly God has
allowed ber to listen in on a few of our sereons to see her prayers wers answered.
I am going to see ber one day and most importantdy, ['m going to see Fesns who
made it possible to do so0. Thonzh I really loved those peannt butter and jelly

sandwiches T realize now, it was the praying that would mean the mipst
Provers 31:30 Faver is deceill, and bemiy is vam: but g woman that feareth
the Lord, she shall be praised.

Preacher Chriz Rathbone serves az Pastor ar Mine Creek Bapiist Church.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day
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Horizon Church

March Madness. . .

By Mike Siroud
Burke Coumgy

What a crazy Febmuary. We had spring and summer
like days. Is it possible to by-pass winter and get nght
info some warm weather? I see the March Sowers bloom-
ing already. That is 2 great sisn. I know as I write dhis,
things could change and probably will Here comes the o
boom, one last snow storm.  Tt's ok with me. A litile Sy e by
more snow cream to end the season.  Om the other hand
backethall rules the airwawves. It's that time of wear when all the colleps hoop-
sters are in full swing [ think abouat the Duke Blue Devils, aka the Cameron
Crazies. What an sppropriate name for fans gone wild. When it comes to our
sports teams, we are relentless in our pravers for them to make the buzzer beater.
T beat the other team o submission.  We tailzate, we high five, and we paint

;

our bodies in teamm sUppOTL. Weﬂumknmhmgabnuthﬂngcaughmpmh{mth
Madness. I wishIconld say the )

same thing about those Crazy Chris-
fians. Do I show as nmch passion
for the Lord and His work? Dol go
beyond the czll and give it all? Dol
scream and yell to see the prevail of
ampther lost sonl come to the fght?
Sadly, we are not as passionate sbout
the Lord as we are about our sponts.
teams. People would call you a
Jesus Freak if you were to act like
that You would be fowned wpon for

showing that omch emotion. Be-

sides, you are supposed w be guiet and in order in church. It would be imeverent.
Fleaze, be gquiet. Don't raise your hands to the Creator of all Heaven and Earih,
Dot zet emotionsl for being set free from the chaing of darkness. Don’t shout
for being delivered from Dimozs and Alcohol That would be out of place. Let me
never be aroumd ralimions people who never have emotion for the Lord  People
who stop the movement of God in awy capacity. I love being around peopls who
are sef free in Christ Willing to give their life as a sacrifice for the Glory of
God.  That is something to gef crazy about.  They =3y a Jesus freak is someons
who foves Jesus a litle more than you.  So, inothis March Madness seasom, give a
shont for Jesus and join the tTue madness that makes the devil crazy. Yes, ITam a
Tesus Freak and Go Tarheels. .. lol

Mike Stroud is a pastor af Horizon Church m Morgamton, Music Director af Wi
AmazimgGraceRadio.com, and ovwns Srowud Building Supply in Morsanion

Walnut Grove Church

The Centurions Are Watching
By Pastor Furt Bommsr
Avery County

Mark 1539 And when the cenfurion, which sfeod over
apainst kim, saw that ke 5o oried out, and gave up the
ghost, he raid, “Truly, this man was the Son of God ™

It was at the time of our Lord’s greatest suffering
that mmpressed this koyal Foman Cenfurion. It is very
passible and even likely that this Cenfurion was very
familiar with Fesns as Jesus' ministry in Jemsalem had besn very public for the
lzst thres years.

Youn don’t nuraculously feed 5,000 without the word getting out. Likewise, you
don't heal the blind and lame and cure the leper withont getting a name for youor-
salf. He had even raised Lazams from the dead just a few days earlier

5o, the Cenfurion had to have
heard of some of this, ut note
this: none of Fesns miracles
saved him Tt was only JTesus®
cry of anguish thar elicited the
Centurion’s confession. In fact,
we know of at least two confes-
sions of faith at the cross (the
repentant thief beingz the other)
bat we know of none at the
feeding of the 5,000.

What's the point? It's that
when we cry out to the Lord,
“Why are you allowing me fo
will T gat sorme relief?™ Hea just
might answer, “because the Centurions are watching and they can only be con-
veried by sesing my Light in your dark days™

Sesing ns cruising through life with with prospenty and no difficulties will
not change most people. Our testimonies sbowt our material blessings are ache-
ally more Lkely to illicit envy and cynicism from them. But when we are broken,
everyone suddenky sits up and fakes notice of how we react.

Precious Saints, if vou are geing through a tme of suffering, it may be of great
splace to you to know that in Heaven's eyes, this may be yvour greatest hour- and
the Cenmrions are watching!

Selah (think sbout if) Come join ns Sundays at 11:00.

Eurt Bomar iz pastar of Fahwt Grove Church.

Jarolina Theological Semina

el AFFORDABLE THEOLOGY OR DIVINITY DEGREES
EARN YOUR DEGREE AT HOME, ON YOUR SCHEDULE
NO TIME LIMIT ON COMPLETION
EARN CERTIFICATE, ASSOCIATE, BACHELOR,
MASTERS OR DOCTORATE

Courses like:

REVIVAL - with Ralph Sexton

PSALMS - with Squire Parsons

PRAYER - with Danial Buchanan

THEOLOGY - with Kent Sexton

AND MANY MORE!

Workbook and audio courses

GREAT FOE. THE LAY PERSON UP TO THE SENIOE PASTOR.

King James Based

General info<info@carolinatheclogicalseminary.org>
Apply for free today at www._carolinatheologicalseminary.org
Or call us at 843-742-1945

www brenews com
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Foothills Bible Colleg ge

The Importance of the Home

D Tom Walker
MeDowell County

The home is a very significant part of & civil and orderly
society. I believe our nation is in mouble mamly due to home
lifie that has broken down and bas become ineffective in con-
mbuting what it should to our society.

The Bible says, "If the forndations be destroyved, what can
the righteons do" (Psalm 11:3)7 The home is 3 basic and essential fomndstion
for our society. When the proper fimetion of the home fails, it makes for a failing

When we see the impontance of the home, then we will be working st making
our hotses what they onght to be before the Lord and before men. We owe that not
oaly to our Lord but also to the society in which we live.

Here are four ways the bomne is central to a society that would brng pleasure to
Almighty God

The Home— A Place of Love

As we look around Inour society thers is 3 definite lack of love. People today
oo often live for themselves and have little regard for others. The essence of love
is unselfishness and giving. The Bible says, "For God so loved the world that He
Emave iz only begotten sown... " (Jobn 3:16). Notice from that verse the right kind of
love is & giving love

This is a story of a lifile girl learnimg fo spell by initating the sounds that ani-
mals make spelling in this way "dog", "cat", and other simple words. Finally. the
teacher asked her to spell "lowe™

Cruickly the liftle one ran to her teacher, threw her arms about her neck. kizsed
ber snd szid "We spell love' that way at our honse "

"That iz beanfil ” the teacher replied. "tut do you know any other ways of
spelling Tove™"

"Yes," caid the little zirl, and she began to put the books away and set the
teacher's dezk in order. "I spell fove' by helping everybody when they nesd me "

A horne bailt upon love in acton is sure to be 3 happy home.

I have been in the military, have graduated from three colleges and seminaries,
Tt I hawe never seen love like T saw in moy life s a child

Children should be able to see love between momm snd dad. They shoald not
hawe to hear loud fossing, cursing and profanities, or physical violence. If they
hear those undesirable things all the time. they will face difficulty in being what
they ought to be in daily life. So many children have wimessed extreme conflict n
wiord and in deed from their parents. As a resnlt, they become violent and abusive
themselves.

Love is giving and not taking. If evervone m 2 farndly would seek to give whar
they could to develop the best home possible, they would be doing ecactly right. T
am talking about mother, dad, son or daughter—the entire home.

Beyond aoy doubt, the right kind of family relationships manifests love, pa-
fience, kindness, gentleness, thenghifulness and a bost of other things. The closer
one zets to the God who is lowve, the easier it is to love others, in the family unir
and ouiside of if.

The Home --A Place of Learning

The Apostle Panl szid to young Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:5- "When T cail te
revnembrance the unfegned fairh that iz in thea, which ahwelt first in thy grand-
miother Lois, and thy mother Ewsidce; and I am persuaded that in thee also.”

Panl brings attention to the impact of the geonine faith of Timothy's grandmoth-
er Lois and his mother Evmice. Before Timothy ever had faith im the Lord, it was
first in his mother and his prandmother

I am sure Timothy lesmed many things i the horme while he was around Lois
and Bumnice but the sreatsst thing he learned was to put his trust n God. He saa
that pennine  suthentic faith in both of them.

We are affected by those around us in the home. Befors I had saving faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, T saw it in the home where I was raised. My dad was a deacon
in may home charch. I knew [ needad to trust the Lord and leamed to do so by
watching my dad.

Mo matier what came our way 35 & famdly, Dad calmby put his faith in God
thronzh it all.

He had Parkinson dizease, lived in misery the last few months of his short Lifie,
Tt [ saw 3 man who bad absolute confidence in the Lord. As a son, I saw that
farth snd decided that was what I wanted fior ooy life.

While im Ben and Betty Walker's home. T learned how T ought to live by watch-
g, ohserving and listening.

The Home —A Place of Living

It is cne thing for 2 person fo tell a child how to live, but it is another mater
when the parents show the child how he or she ought to live. In Jobn 13:15 Jesus
said, "For I have given you an exampla, that v should do as I have done to you. "
Christ not ooty told His disciples to do certain things, he set an example for them
to follow. He is saying to them "Dho as I dp."

Where we live is the place to live ont the Christian life. What better place could
you find to live the Christan life than i the home? If every Chrostian home wonld
Ive the Christian life daily i the home, there would be more good examples as
pecple observe our attitedes and reactions of family members one fo the other

The Home —A Place of Leaning

We are living in such a complex, divisive, roubled society. Becsuse of ifs con-

dition, faith based homes have become more pecessary than ever.

Leaning should begin with mom snd dad. Mom and Dad are o be the teach-
ers of what is right in the family wmdt What shonld they lean on the Lord for as
parenis?

Let me just list a few: salvation for the fallen smength to do nght and w do the
will of God, wisdom to raise the children in the fear of the Lord, to have concern
for others who are lost and poor, and power to wimess to tell others abont the
Lord Jemus.

Children should be abls to learn to lean on the Lord, bat that all begims with
parents who hkave given their lives to the Lord Fesns Christ.

Iever forget the importance of the bome i the econonny of God.

Tom Walker iz President of Foethilis Baptist Bibie College and Pastor of Zion Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.

Do you run a
local business?

So do we.

THE BEST LOCAL
INSURANCE AGENCY

Fourwis
I mynan
Aeaas

F A

Fortner Insurance Agency, Inc.

Epiucn Mns Banser B
a2y-Foa-a1Er ATBAEC-EME
Buinad's
ATASET-IT4T

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME

s and
AT I

AR BUSINESS

b

We have the largest

DELLINGER'S

selection of Christian,  Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

Devotiomal, and Q_G_iﬁ?ﬁw

235 Locusd Avanue « Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Mon-Sat 9:30am-5:30pm = (B28)785-7188

Inspirational material
in the area.

www brenews. com

March 2017- Blue Fidge Chnistian Mews page 13



Enwtigancgl’mpam reparedness

. Tools and Sanitation Supplies
Crossword Solution e Yoncbest
MIAILITIA TIHIR|IO|B O|UIR Ple-aserat.lanha.rltuitﬂmsemaﬂitgmsﬂmtmm
BRF 00T INH[O|URIIMAL[S[O]| Ioicbuy thece teme smiess your copply rm ot We
snzzest that everyons round up these i and them
RIA W.T RIE|S|P|OIN|DJED mispatiﬂrpel:mmcmmmsﬂ:?;::;ahhm
EILIEIVIAITIE T(HIAIN D = Miess kits or paper plates, plastic ntensils, paper or
Als|slL|o|w AlR[A[BIMR| pustcops e gsses@ans)
ABEAEDN BDNE o el L
- Non-electri (Part 3)
B [ (GG o] TN A RAT|  iomsecm: cmopme
Ale/B|AMs|L|a|Cc|<MF|E|N|S - Matches in a waterproof container.
* Battery operated radio and entra hatteries.
VIE|I|N A|D|H|E R |E BER » Battery operated flashlight and exa batteries.
o|n|EJr|olD|s B |E|W[A[R|E B s sl e e
= Tape-Dhact, Cel . ing.
N BEAR C/A[BJR[E[D|  :TemeDu Collosbane, & Masking
A |R[OWEMA|R|E|[S|A|F|E ~ Needles & thread.
= Pliers & Screwdrivers.
| MIPTE[TIU]O|U|SIICIR|UIN]| - Siuroff Wrenches o um off ousehold gas and water.
s |E RIOIS|E ClOA T. :mmaﬂiugmplasﬁcdmpchﬂm
f FIT - Compass
AN SILIEISHMAITITIEIR] e
i THGHT 2017 HALEWORDGAMES COM  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED = Tube temt

» hdap of area (to locate shelters or way out of roam)
= Emergency Manuals and Information.

SUdﬂ'ku 5ﬂ|l.lt on :mﬂ?ﬁampingsmtmgiﬂ.mﬂ
- Cooking wrensils, (Part 3)

Sanitation Supplies
= Paper Towels
= Toilet Paper
= Towelettes or Wipes
= Hand Soap
= Lignid detergent soap
= Disinfectants
= Housshold bleach
= Plastic garbage bags & tes
= Rubber gloves
= Mhacks for dust, mold, nuldew, bacterza
= Personal hygiene articles
= Femumine supplies
= Plastic bucket with tizht Lid
= Towels and washeloths
= Drish towels and washeloths

on
N
w

Mext week: Clothing Bedding Shelters and Pets

Peul and Narncy Yanichook moved fo NC in 1008 and are very happy in Red Hill
with their dog. She served as the Chatrperzon for the MCHP for nearily 12 years.

She focused on the emergency readiness programs a5 that [s a real cofcern i
these rural areas.

DO INJW|N]|0
NIN|[HR|OO |0 WO | —
~N| W OO ||~ |D
A=W OIN]|00 |
N |Wl=|N|OID|O N
OOIN|=JWIDH|OIO |~ |
DO ININ ]|~ |W|—

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com

And find us on Facebook
¢ o'l RAY’S TREE SERVICE
= :'::__. .- -..:F- ; :.Ir -
- 3 ‘T'l"r '.h, "l;' .
A i" % * Hazardous Tree * Hedge Trimming
R ¢ Removal * Hemlock Wooly
- S * View Clearing Adelgid Control
: Cbi;;l;:f Service s FCrading
== & S & o * Retaining Walls

* Stump Grinding

h T:

Certified Arborist » Insured * Free Esfimates

enigMiskea0veas~ (028) 467-1113
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Eest of the Story

I have oo idea how mamy of you have ever worked in com field beans, but if vou
hawe, I am sure you have probably walked ont of the fisld itching, I know I have
done that mamy tmes. Clint was exremely worried, as he should have been,
ahout the wsing any kind of chemicals, and I was abarays conscions of waming
him when there was a danper He did have red whelks around his arms snd neck
the day he came in from the bean field. Ican stll see him before he went to the
field with lis chemical suit on, respirator and zloves, I had pat 2 little fear in him
because [ did not want him to get ot of exposed to anything that mizht burt
hirms, When I looked at his neck it was instanthy apparent what had faken place.
The look in his eyes szid, am I zong to live? He did look much better after the
shower and piece of Barbara®s delicious cake.

Betsy, Barbara and I had a belly laugh about the watenmelon sitmation, Cling was
beginning to get the hang of fanm life abour the time we ook over the paper, and
be moved to Sprace Pine. Thoze were the days my friend!

Farmer Dioug

Funny Farm
Draar friends,

Ag ] remminisce ghout mry past agricatiural prowess, [ am
still amazed to have survived so many near-misses with
death st Harrell Hill Fanms. There are nights [ awaken, ter-
rified of “what might have been ™ abways thankfnl for God's
Protective COVETIDE @ .

This month I want to share two short stories, more evi-
dence of how easily things can go awry!

It was a sweltering surmmmer day as Dioug dispatched me
o spray insecticide on rows of beans and tomato plants. Whils I doa't recall the
exact name of the chemical, T balieve it was first cousin to Agent Oranze. Despite
temperatures in the 0%, my boddy insisted that I wear a ndiculons crepe swit,
gloves and har. “Pollard, this is a dangerous chemical and you need to be carefil
not to let it zet oo your skin,” Famwer Doug wamed. Always compliant, T slithered
my then fat self into the Inmter’s green material, donned my farmer’s gloves and
set out o eradicate the vegzie canmibals,

I had the presence of mind to stand dosm-wind of the fine chemical mist so
a5 not to donk too many of the oy droplets. And spray I did . up snd down_ ..
all arpund. __bugs gasping for their last precions breath as I bobbed and weaved
among the rows. Dodzing pix wesd, swarms of homets and all manner of creepy
crawly things | maneuvered thronghont the vast garden. Mission accomplished.
Femming home that evening the skin on my
neck was buming, tingling, and fesling as though
2 gazillion fireants were feasting on o1y blood
As I looked in the mimror I noted what appeared
io be 3 wast blister, better said leprosy! Alas, poy
lifie flashed before my eyes as I envisioned the
end. . . surely the dastardly chemical mcure was
expediting my tmip to beaven I scuried to the
farmbonse kitchen . hoping only to bid fareael] to
Dwpup and Barbara,

Baurmimg headlong into my mountain-mEn

friend miy eyes telegraphing temor and distress,
he acked, “Pollard, what's wrong with you™ I
explain how I followed his instruction, “Thoug,
I wore the snit and zloves even though the hest
was nearly exhausting. I even thought to stand
upwind of the spray. But, as you see, my skin is
being eaten from the oniside in.”

That crecked smile and mischisvous look, the
one he always displays just before saving “Pol-
lard, T don’t know what I'm gonma dio with you, ™
that cme. . and he asked “TUh, did you zet tanzled
np in the beans?" Thinking back I recounted how
2 coupls times the com row beans had wrapped
their stomey vines around moy neck, once pearly faking me to my kness. “You are
allergic to the bean vine, lots of folks are,” Dhong said. “Take a shower, dry it off
and you'll be okay in a couple days.” Snickering, having a bit too mech fiun in my
opinion, my friend offered me a piece of cake. And I devoured it, thankful that
God spared me death from the maclear material.

Waving Watermelon. ..

I had been plowing, hoeing, raking and otherwise exting dust all day long. An
extended dry spell plagned our moumtam farm as Dioug lovingly and painstakingly
fausht me the process of hkarresting hay. I had recently learned to lifi and transport
the roand kales (3 story for another day) and was refurming to the bam with 3 fresh
load.

As you know from previous mosings, I love driving the fractor @ . Tooling
along dowm Harrell Hill Foad I “was one™ with the land . .content in o1y roke as
farm hand extracrdmaire. . . privileged to captain the Eiotl along our naral roads.

I'm telling va, this was a bot day and I'd had no water in 3 few hours {Dongz didn't
give me breaks g ). As I rounded the bend I saw a lovely lady standing at the in-
tersection of Harrell Hill Foad and Byrd Fosd. Drawing near I recognized Beisy,
Dioug’s consin and my friend. Her anm was extended as though flying a kite but I
gquickly noticed that instead she was waving a piece of watermelon.

As ] passed by I conld almost taste the succulent, dripping, cool red melon.

And I wondered alond, “Why
is Betsy standimg there waving,
& shice of watermelon? Such
unusnsl customs in these moun-
tains.” Mevertheless, [ smiled,
tipped my Farmer Clint hatas a
gentlemanty gesture, and went
to deposit the hay. All the while
wishing I could Sgume out & way - =
to finagle that watermelon from . pm—

Betsy.

A week or so later Dioug remarked. “Yom burt Bersy's feelings and T think vou
might want to talk to her sbout it.™ I searched the cobwebs of my mind to compre-
hend what I possibly could have done to offend this wonderful woman, “What did
I do mow?" I whined. Onee again, his eyves fono mischieveons marbles, my friend
explained “Betsy mied to fiaz you down for scome watermelom 12t wesk and youn
just drowe by and waved ™

I imrmediately I went on the attack, defensive to the extreme I proclammed,
“Bow look, I don't koo the rules of etiquetie here What was I supposed to do?
You know I like Betsy, and you know I like watenmelon. What vou don't koo is
ihat I WAMTELD Betsy's watermelon! But how was [ to know she wanted to share
with me? It just didn't seem npht o stop and say, *Hi Betsy, may [ please have
yvour watermelon!” Or what if T had leaped from the wactor and said “Gimme that
waremeslon Betsy!™ Bursting int laughtsr my fiends Doug and Barbara nearly
died at the hilarity of that vision.

Thest was an important day, though, in my education at Hamrell Hill Farms.
What I leamed is that on the farm virally every gesture has meaning and every
movemsnt has purpose beyond what is apparent.

A fer days later [ apologized to Betsy for my faus pas. “That's ckay,” she said.
“There's always another day and another watemmelon.” 5o, if yon're new here and
don't know what to do, remember. . never fiy by a lovely lady waving watermelon
in your direction g !

As always, I thank God for the memories and experiences at Hammell Hill
Famms. .. growing more distant now &s the years roll along. Your old pal Fanmer
Clint enjoyved a special tme of bealing and restoration in the com rows, sorghnm
cane fields, at the rver, af the farmbonse table. . among mue fiends. Thank you,
Jesuz g

Sll umbled in thess hills,

Fammer Clint

COME to a PLACE
where YOU can
fellowship and
GROW in the Lord

Uncingered by hurried sehedules and elecironic ingfiuences,
High Pastwres iy frily a plece af retrear,
Please call for reservations.

280 Kings Highway - Bumnsville, Morth Carolina 28714
Phane: 828-682-3138
See our web sife for more information - Website: www highpasfures.ong

i =

John Mashhurn

|: s FLEF

1450 Rutherford Road
Marion, NC 2E752

(828) 652-ALIGN
2544)

www. bremews . com
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LORD THANK YOU
By Jovee “Jov"™ Harwood

Lord thank You for this brand new day
Wl seillmess i e air
For guniet solimde with Yon

As I zend up a prayer.
Thank You for refreshing .
Of the air ¥ou give fo breathe .
The puremess g a raindrop % Ve

Semt from heaven as Fon please.

Thank ¥ou for the beaury
Of the welcome mornimg sky
The warming sum that shimes by day
The lovely moan thar glows by might

Thank ¥You for the fowers
With frogrance mew sach day
Swaet birds to sing 5o chesrfully
As lieide buaerfites happily play.

Far all gf these things we're thaniful
Lord ¥ou talk to us it i5 rue
We're gratefil thar Ton made a way
Thar we could falk fo You

Sy i5 a resident gf Madizon Couniy, where sha now lfvas with her Fusiad,
Doy Jow Balahwin, She iz currently a member f Mt Zion Bapsist church in
Marshall, NC. Az a pravious member, she calls Forks gf vy Mizsionary Bapiizt
Church i Weaeerville, “home away from home ™. She s currently singing with the
Gospel Group “Jonahs Toice ™ our gf Mars Hill, NC. Har lafest song "Homecam-
ing " will soon be heard by many.

Laser Therapy,
Healing at the
Speed of Light

Lazer therapy iz effective in
relieving pain associated with
fibromyalgia. So why choose
Lazer therapy? It works and
has no side effects.

How does that compare with what
you are currently doing? Give us
a call and see how laser therapy
can help you.

CRUZ

Life Center

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7T955
cruzlifecenter.com

‘Kince 982"

By Pastor Tom Anglin
Mirchell Coungy

I don't remember my Diad coming to waich me play
a single game. He was working loag bours that sumoner
s that I could wear a umiform and beve a roof over oy
head! He was my bero! He is watching me play now
from Heaven's grandstand!

Hebrews 4:13 And there iz no creaiure kidden from His sight, but all things ane
nipked and open fo the gyves gf Him to whom we must gTve acconnt

In our luman namare, many tend to read the preceding verse and cringe. It
spunds a bit ominons, does it notT Look at it this way: We are loved by a God that
would rather bless ns then blast us! His gaze is transfized upon ns becaise He cre-
ated us to be the object of love and care. Friend, von need to see God the Father
this way; He is chesting you on becamse He knoas what awesome things can be
accomplished through your life if you st and obey Him!

The following is a beartwarming and inspiring little story. Please read it and T
will fimish oty thonght.

When Lou Little was coaching Foothall at Georgetown, be kad a player who
was definitely third rate but had so nmch spirit he was an inspiration o the eam.
He rarely saw action except in the last few minutes of a game that was already
decided. Omne day pews came that the boy's father had died. The youngster came to
Littie and said: "Coeach, I want to ask semething of you that means an awiul Lot to
me. [ want to start the game agamst Fordham T thonk that's what nry father would
hawe liked most.?

Littfle hesitated a8 moment, then said: "0Okay, son, youll start, but you'll onby
b= in there for a play or two. You arent quite good encugh and yon kwowr ic.7
The boy started the game and played so well Little pever ftook him out. His play
inspired the team to victory. Back in the locker room Coach Litile embraced the
young man and said: "Son, you were terrific. You never playved that way before . .
. what got into you"?

The boy answered: ‘Temember how nay father and I nsed to walk around arm-in-
arm” There was something abont him very few people knew-he was totally blind.
This afternoon was the first tme my father ever saw me play.

Bits and Pieces, Vol F, w41

The Bible says, “Towr Father, who sees im secref. " Mant §:18

This werse is speaking about doing your zood works for and because of the one
who secretly is watching every move you make. He is taking if all in! He knows
the things von do for His eyes only. He knows when all that vou care shout is to
please Him. He is storing up a blessing for your eternity that will absohrely blow
vour mind! 1Cer 2:9 Play your heart ouf for Him on this playing field of life. He
will never miss a game yon play in and your Father will always be your greatest
fan He is waiching you and assisting you in every good thing He zives vou to do!

Mant. 25:21 "His lord zaid fo kim, Well done. pood and faitful servant. you
ware ikl onver a few thimgs, Twill make you rder over mary things. Entar info
rha joy of vour lord.”

Play your heart out for Father! Do something bold throngh the suidance and
power of His Holy Spirit! Let Him hear youn say, "Watch this Diaddy!™

Can yom see that the Father yon cannot see sses you and is waiting with great
anticipation fo give you your efernal championship award?

If we will work on our walk, our walk will work wonders m our world. See
1JTohn 2-6

Tom Angiim is the Pastor of The Bridee Church gf WIVC in Spruce Ping, NC. For
more iryformation visit www TBCFNC ore.
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General Dentistry for the Family
| S

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting New Patients « Insurance Filed For You

Monday - Thursday 8-5 :
Fl'i:l-lrl’—! e | — o
(828) 433-1223 SEEEIE-E.

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

Share Your Faith
By Bruce Camnon
Mitchell County

Sy mot ya, There are yef four months, and then cometh
harvest? bekold, I say unte you, L up your aves, and
look on the fields; for they are white alrendy o harvest.
(Jobn 4:35)

It iz estimated that only 2 fo 5 percent of today's Chris-
fians share their faith Vet we have the grestest story ever
told; the prestest news ever to share It's the meszaze of
love and redemption, and it's our owm story. It's the story of what the Lord has
done for each of us persomally, powerfully and perfectly.

Imagine, we were dead in trespasses and sins. We had no way of halping our-
selves. Becanse of our condition, we were doomed o eternal punishment. But,
Cme loved us so much He diedﬂ:rus.Hepaidﬂm price for our sins and made
it possible for us o escape this punishment and live with Him forever in His
home. .. Heaven. How can we not share that Good Mews? It is Literally the news
everyone is dying to hear!

We were commmanded to share this news in Matthew 28:18-20 — "“dnd Jarusz
came and spake wnto them, saying, ANl power iz given umfo me @ heman and in
earth. Go ve thergfore, and teach all nafions, baprizing thew in the name of the
Fathaer, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to obzerve ail things
whaisoever I hae commandad yeu: and, o, Iam with you alway, even unio e
and af the world. Amen. . That convmand was reiterated in Acts 18, "Buiye
shall recenve power, gfter that the Holy Ghost & come upon you. and ye shall be
withesses unte me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and i Samaria, and wito
rhe uitermost par? gf the earth. . 5o, we nmst. Who nost share? Men, women,
boys and girls. How must we share? Compassionately, regularly, prayerfully and
Scripoorally.

The overwhelming percentage of those with whom we come in contact are lost.
They are in our commmnities, places of usipess, schools and perhaps even in our
own home.

This time of the yesr mamy of ws plan oor gardens. We gather the seads and
plants, fll the proumd plant snd water hoping for 3 great harvest. Why not do that
evanzelistically? We have the seed: it"s the Word of God and the story of how
that Word has literally changed our Iives. The Holy Spirit tills the heart He gets
the heart ready to receive the seed of the Word. Chr task is then fo plant! Tell
everyone we can about Jesus, Who knows, we may just be able to see someone
make the greatest decision of their life. . to accept Christ as their personal Lord
and Saviar.

Let God use vou o brng a harvest unio Himself In doing so you change our
world one soul &t a time.

Christian Action League of NC
continued from page 27
everiasiing ™ (Galatians 6:7-8)

Upon proper reflection of our faults and faihares, such should canse every
person to tremble, becase it deesn't require 3 host of sins to condemn and barus
from paradize. As it was for Adam and Eve, it only requires one — just one — one
sinzle act of disobedience to God's law: Yet the records will reveal that all heve
failed rmizerably.

Thet is — unless the records are bought up and pot away to never ba played. Es-
septially, this is what Christ did when He game his lfe as atonement for sin on the
Cross. He bought up all the records and forever put them away for everyone who
trusts Him for forgiveness and receives Him as Lord.

My mother will tell you that nothing she sought after before — nches, fame,
swooess, efc. — conld ever compare o the new life she found in Christ. Purther-
meoTe, let me say if she kadn't made that decision, I would have never known the

grace and gondness of Christ ... and certainky wouldn't be wiiting about Him for
this editorial.

The amcle by Dir. Creech was written and published by The Christian Post in
2004

Reverend Dir Mark Creach is Execufive Divector gf the NC Chriztian Achion
League. You may contact ifm at remarkereech Tohriztianacionleague. org or
QI19-7ET-0604

Rav. Bruce Cammon currently savves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Bapiist
Church in Bakersville. Formeriy he servaad az Dinector of Mizsions for the Bladen

Bapiizt Arzociation and has served on the General Boand of the Bapdist State Con-

vanfion af North Caroling.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Services PFrovided:
Fioscd Ins oS isnn

vamyd & Rbonglais
Ooen T s
Wiorkly Senice
C hermicol Bolandcing
Ly Moo ermanls
Pood Servico ond BRepoir

ES=i
BioGuard.
Platrwemn Delor
Ken- Ray Pools and Spas

206 Burkemont Ave. Morganton, NC 28655

Irl-rl'.d'lh.rl.-u-l'.nl

Pinc and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
Nﬂfngiﬁﬂﬁiﬂ‘“ﬂ":lh 12715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine
Recyling Stumps, Limbs, : : :
Call for Dump Fees (ll‘._ .2:3) 1‘(66_6 169
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L&B FURNITURE | =

Ilcﬂuwell Buuniy‘s Largest Selection of Furniture |

Mirchell Coumnn

Jammary 20th, 2017, was a great day for America. Our
(zod has ance again beard the pravers of His paople and
throwgh this past electon, has miven ns ons maors chance
Some professing Christizns are stll unsupportve of our
waw president. It has besn szid of kim that be is morally
commupt, mde, profans zed 2 lot of other choice descrip-
tive tenns. Some doubt thar God can wse 3 man like
Tranp, kot I refer you to God's Word. In Tsaizsk 245; 3-4, the prophet prophesied
alrous & king that He would raise up for "lacob nov servant’s sake, and Tsrael mine
elect” to daliver thern from bondaze. That man’s name was Cvms. Ha concluded
verse 4 by emphasizng thar King Cyvrus was an vegedly persow, T Rave aven
called thee by thy mame: [ ave surnomed thee, theueh thon hast naf kmown me. "

God's p]aﬂ for His peopls is not subject to the ideas of man. God can and does

T '.".-:l'k throngh people to accomplish His puor-
poses rezardless of what we think Grod stared
| toar He was using Cyrus for the sake of Jacob.

1| a reference to the remnsnt of Tsrael that was

¥ snll being held caprve. Hever in the history

of this greaf nation bave we sesn such 2 Gme
a5 this. Chrisdantty and all things Godly have
bean nnder amack while evil has bean allowed
o i nachacked. Our former president stamed
the assauly when he daclared publicly thar "we
are not 8 Christizn nation " Chrisdans have been
S| held captive in their own land by 2 leader who
ot bz endorsad every demonic zcoviny keown o
roanking.

We neaded a Cymis and God sent hime To say that our new presidant was oot
divinely appointed Is to s2y that God marmad 3 deaf ear to the multple millicns of
prayar wamiors who have been praying regulacly for our paton. To say that ke is

= ot divinaly sppointed 1s to dash to pieces the et of a naton full of peopla that
All As hlE}\' bedroom suites 1“ uFF felr that Lbéj.' ]!_-:?d o ather racourse ‘]Ijlut fzith inm!l:'_i;d. T say that he is 1157 Eﬁinel}'

appodnted is to deny the astomshing events that ook place durng this election and
(828) 652_?667 BEE dizmiss them as "roincidence”™.

We begzad for God's belp and He heard us. Instead of trving w jndze someone
Fxit 81 1-40 - 136 W[]I’lt‘.}’ B_i_'_}ad . jﬁ,,-'[ﬂ_t‘i[j:[[F NC else’s moral character, let™s just lift our woices to God in praise and appreciation
for iz victory. Lord knows we needed 1.

RRITEL BV o T BT el AR T BV L T BVl Roverend Daniel Whatstine is Director of Mizsions for the Mitchell Baptiss As-
10am - ﬁpll'l. 10am - 4?111 Closed sociation and Chaplam for the AMownt Mitchel! Marine Corps League Detachmant

T
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Nothing makes a home cozier than a wood burning stove. They look great and they
produce heat for your living room, family room, dining room, or kitchen, Buck Stove
offers a wide selection of Wood Burning Stoves in various styles and sizes, proudly
designed and produced right hera in the USA

Buck Stove wood burning stoves allow you to use 2 plentiful and renewable source of
fuel to heat your home all winter. Not only do wood burning stoves look pleasing, but
they also allow you ta rely on your awn source of heat, You can heat your home

with wood when needed and customize the amount of heat to your liking,

They are simple to use and built to last!

Visit our local BUCK STOVE Dealers and check out the selection of Wood Burning Stoves!

Peebles Furniture of Spruce Pine, Blossman Gas of Burnsville, Amerigas,
Young's Fuel of Bakersville and L&B Furniture of Marion
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The New Morality
Bw Jemry Lewis
MeDawell County

In their book, food Faith: Being a Chriztian When
Sacieny Thinks Tou re Jrrelevant and Exmeme, David
Kinnzman spd Gabe Lyons mace the path America
has faken toward 3 new moral code: “the morality of
self-fulfillment ™ The new moral code comes with six
saiding principlas:

1. To find vourself, look within yourself.

2. People should not crincize someone el:e’s life choices,

3. To be flflled e life, puosue the things you desire most,

4. Enjoving yourself 1s the hizhest goal of lifs.

5. People can believe whatever thev wans as long as those beliefs don't affact
socisty.

& Any kind of sexmal expression beowesn two consennng adulis is fine.

Todav's decres, later changed w3 directive (because decrees are nsually hand-
ed down by God snd somecae nmst have clued in the oveamreaching Department of
Jasdce that they nught be using 2 word with religious overtones. . which of course
isn't telerated today) that all public schools must give equal access o bathrooms
o ransgendsr people is the government enacing these six suiding prociples.
Faszell Moore stated in his bleg today

The stare hare wishas 1o NS¢ TT COETCTve Dower not Iimply 1o oD miroreanre’
af people but to mescripr the mast basic human intulifions about Ronaniny as mals
and female. How, qiter all, doar one win a culture war azamst ong gf the mas? ba-
sic facts af science and Ijfe: thar there are fwo sexer? One does o by withholding
the furnds and recogniiion neceszary o operarte i pubiic space, wniess nsiifuiions
ot in line. Children, then, become pawns of the stare for the tintg fo feaclh what is
ultimaiely a theological lesson, net a scieniffic one.

According fo the state (and Holbywood, ESPI, Zuckerberg from Facebook and
2 host of other mediz elites), cne’s gender i detenuived by looking within, not by
the hrological standards of male and female anatoany. Anyone who disagrees s
considered an mreletant biget. Since people should do what they desire most and
enjoying life is the hizhest goal, mdividual assessment of ope's own zender takes
precadence over safery of others, sclennfic evidence and basic discreton.

Pastor Fevin DeYoung, in a lerier to the Michigan State Board of Educaticn
stated:

The carront edinan gf the Digenostiic and Swafistical Wamual gf Mental Dis-
orders (DEMCF) includer pender dhzphoria, labeled ar gendor identity disorder
umfl 204 3, ar a mecagnized condition when necompanied by distress over one
Ieolpgical sax. While some parenis md) @ncourage thelr children fo embrace felr
chosen pender ideniitny, whether it marchas their bislogical sex oF xof, many other
pavents will see gender corgfliston a5 a natural part of pazsing throuweh puberty
arid Wil @ncourage thelr children fo embrace thelr iological sex. It is not the
Hace gf the schools to uriderning what Iz faughs in the home.

We are expeniencing 3 tamany of cultural change. Undereeath the tsunsund liss
the earthouake that created i the morality of self-Mlflment. MMoore stares well,
“WWe mmst bear wimess to the zoodnsss of what if means to Iive as craaturss, not
as self-defiving zods and goddagzas ™

The chief and of man s w glorify God and enjoy kim forever—nor to glorfy self
awd enjoy self forever

JE

Jurry Lewis is Semior Pasror af Grace Commiizy Chireh tn Marion

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

]

| By Helen Wilson
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High Country Polaris, Inc.
200 Pineola St. Newland 828-737-3060
www.highcountrymahindra.com

Burke Cowngy

Avery imporant gathering takes place every Tharsday at
noon o the old Burke Cownry Courthouse square. People
from differant churches in Morzapion apd the sumeunding
aren mest 1o pray for our nation, state, county and town and
for those in muthertty and those sarving in varions capaci-
tigs. Each Thursday a different chowreh 15 rasponstble for
leading the praver mms. Thes praver tms began Last August
4 and has been held each Thursday since than and will continue each Tharsday
untl May 4 2017, The group size has ranged fom 5 to a high of 40 with 3 usnzl
group of 10-15. The person leading the prayer time usually begin: with scrip-
mare and ther leads in 3 dme of prayer with emphasis oo the peeds of the naden,
state and comoanity. The prayer dme is very informal and wswally lass abowt 15
mimes.

This time of prayer was bom in the minds of some of the ladies who serve on
the Burke County Matonal Day of Prayer Cononitres and who orgapize and plan
the MWanonal Day of Prayer event for Burke County each year. The group falt thar
organized praver for the nation should pot be limited to 1 dav each year. and thar
there were enongh chuarches fn the area to lead the praver mme weekly, with a par-
reular chrch being responsible only once o rwvdice 1o a vear. At the Last Mations]
Dray of Prayer May 5, 20016, the id=a was pressnted and maey of those presant
indicated an interest and willingeess to pamicipate. 5o, with a linle efform, contacts
were made and a schedule preparad for the weekly prayer ime. Pastors, leaders
and membars from many different chorches and depominations have pamicipatad
and bave made this a very special event.

There is hope apd antcipaton thar this praver emphasis will connone be-
vond the next Mationszl Day
of Prayer, hav 4 this vear.
Hopefully other churches will
become involved and the a-
tendance will grow a: well As
Chrstizns, we have a dury
pray for our nation and thess in
authonny. "Texhort thengfore,
thai, first gfall supplicaiions,

f prayers, infarcessions, ahd giv-
W ing af themikz, be made for all
man, far kngs, and for all thar
arg in auiforigy; that wa may
lead @ guier and peaceable [ifk
i all godimers and reverence
For thir iz good and acceptabla
in the sight of Gad owr Savier ™
I Timothy 2:1-3, KTW. A zood
reasoa for doing this m 2 public
place is the wimess to our belisf
Il prayver.

AL churchas are asked o share
mformation about this ongeing
prayer emphasis and encourage
all who are able 1o be a part of
meenng with other Christans united e prayer foo this great nation. For Sarther
information, guestons, of to parmicipate the contact information 1s histed balow:

Prayers Burke Cownsy

Helen i q refired RN and a graduare af the UNVC Scheel af Nursing in Chapel
Hill She iz a member gf Mull's Grove Baprist Church and esavs serving the
Lord there in several aneas as wall ar volunicer commminily work,

w.: are Ih:: nppnmlr:d Dealer lor I.hl‘.'- H!gh Cuunuy -E:. hnndenﬂg
East Tennessee for Mahindra — the world's #1 tractor company and
the fastest s:llmg

tor in the USA!

THE POWERFUL 350D SERICS

= 5 YEAR
. STEEL - NOT PLASTIC TO WARRANTY

e

up 7o EXRFO0 cAsSH DACK
A SAVIMNGS OM ALL 3500 MODELS

L T ETELTS R

vwrarw. brenews com
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MHS Seniors
By Doug Suddnet
Mzrcheail Coarpy

The Botary Club of Spmice Pime recognizad its Feboary
“memors of the Mionth” a7 the Feb. 18 mestng.

IIzzzie Anstin, Brnkl Bizlesom amd Diavis Suioa werg
preseated cemificares by Fiotarian Glen Deos recognizins e
Aiinchel] Hizh School snadesnis.

Anstn fold te chib she loves art and she was saved o G-
zrade after her mother was disznosed with breast cancer She
brouzht several of her pamdines to display af the meefing.

“Mly st is ver to comie.” she said of her armweark. “ AT af vy weoak 15 8 work m prog-
ress”

Anon works omrendy with roddlars moan afterschoo] program &t the Spruce Pive
Mparesson School. She is vndacided sbows college, bt does plan o take her core Classes
st Wlayland from where she bas already eamed ber aarty chfldhood education associse
dagres, .

If she does decide o oo @
fovr-vear insdmgon she said she
wiondd likely bacome an s teacher

Erleson told the chab she kas
shways been merssted m nsiness
and epreprensurship. She was one
af 23 shdents selacted w anend
2 fhoree-mreel surpmer proSram
trouzh Appalachisn State Univer-
sity m Boape. She plans o atend
ASTT and manor i hespdtaliny and
foerisn menszEment and mmor
I enmeprerenrship. She said she
chose ber major becamse she wants to mavel

“Twans to see &3 oy places 25 Tean, ™ she said. “Twould like o mavel dve world before
I serde dovwn and have 3 Soodly.”

When she does satils dowre, Burleson sazd it wonld Hkaly be m Michell Couwty 2nd she
adrdtred an “obsession” with liknz and exploning nemmnssine,

Burlssom has imtemed atWome, Miller & Gillaspie 2 well as the comty’s Cerdral Office
m Bakersyilla.

Sufton said be is passionars shout sports, pamionlarly soccer snd basketball and considers
speorts oo af the top-three things in lbs life. He plans to afend Mars Hill apd bas oot picked
2 major He said be may stedy edacation and reach Amencan history, ceditng Mchel
Hish School history seacher Ban Fhod with mizking hitn want (o be a mackes

Rotarion Glem Detos with MHES Seniors Mazzie
Arsiim, Brinkii Burieson and Dz Surfon

Dioup Sudduih iz the Public Relations Gfficer for the Spruce Pine Rotary Club.

g
=
=
O
e
O
>3
)

homes

Clayton

waw brenews. com

Child Fest
By Fathie Styles
Spring is rapidly approaching and with spring comses
the 17th anrmal Child Fest event sponsored by the Blua
Pidze Parmership for Children and Child Care Plesovre-
2 and Feferral This vear’s event promises to be a great
daw with activitas ke rides oo the Lirtle Blus Chaa,
2 Teddy Bear Clinic, make fr take crafts. inflarables
and M Myvstery will once again bring his mivsterions
magic show to Child Fast. Door prizes will be given
away throaghon: the day and while the kiddos are enjoying all the acovines,
their parents and caregivers will have access to mformation about quality child
care, early literacy, health and rufriton and services that are available in the area.
1 When zsked about
Clild Fest, Jessica
|l Hoyle Waylon's
8 mom, zaid she enjovs
Clild Fest so nach
becanse it “offers an
oppormnity for every
voung child m the
ares [0 eXperience
sotpething fun and
posttve that is fr=e.™
Thes year’s Child
Fest kicks off Aprl,
the month of the
voung child, on
Samurday, Apnil 1.
2017 &t Mitchell
High Schoal from
10-00 am to 2:00 pm
Please join us for
evant that celebrates
children and the joy
they are. If you have aoy questions or would like more informaton, please cowtact
the Blue Fidse Parmership for Children ar BX5.682.0717 or E28.735 2800,

Wavlon Stewr with the brand new Boycie he wow ar Child
Fazt The Bigcle was genareusly donated by the Mirchell
Coungy Sheriff 5 Deparmant

Rurkie Stvles is Community Development Manager for Biue Ridge Parmership for
Childran zemving Avery, Mizchall and Fancay Cowuntias.

[I-40 Exit 103 |
1276 Burkemont Ave
Maorganton, NC
B28.433. 8455
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PruittHealth Home Health
would like to thank you and
:_ o " your family for the opportuni-
*i Pru |tt ty to serve you! We strive to

provide the best quality
services for your home
health needs.

Avery County:

(828) 733-1550 Our services include:

» skilled nursing

« physical, occupational
and speech therapies

« medical social work

* home health aides

Mitchell County:
(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:
(828) 682-7825

We serve Avery, Mitchell,
Yancey and surrounding
counties.

Pruitthealth.com
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BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Roan Bd. - BO. Box 217 - Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Phone (828) 765-2762 - Fax (828) 765-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 Amencan Thread Fd. - Manon, NC 28752
Phone (828) 756-4426 - Fax (828) 756-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Cell (828) 385-1099

Chance Boone

CNA positions available. Part-time
and Full-timme. Flexible hours.
Call §28-765-4343 for more information

or apply anvtime at our office Monday
through Friday between 7:30 am and 4:00
pm. 125 Skyview Circle. Spruce Pine, next
to the Chevy dealership.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Stop In and
enjey a Steak
with usl

South Hwy 226
Spruce Pine, NC

western-si1zzlin com

The Sermon on the Mount

Pastor Terry Cheek Th T
MeDaowell Coungy

Thanks for returning to read another publication of
“The Blue Fidge Christian Mews™ and our srmcle “The
Inspiring Word™.

This month open your Bible to bathew 7:7-11 and
read a5 we continne with our look ingo “The Sermon on
the Moumnt.™

Comparning our Febmary artcle with March it seems
only namral that Jesus wonld move from discussing re-
lationship with our fellow man o relatonship with our heavenly Faiber. Consider
this, our Christian duty of discrimination (not judging others, not casting pearls
before pizs, and being helpful without being hypocritical) is mpossible foras to
achieve withont divine grace. Grace is the key to our Christiamity, that is 2 very
broad statement bot one with biblical support. Let's consider 3 few things abont
relationships, and how our relationship with others is directdy influenced through
our relatonship with God. Mot just from the perspectve of having a relatonship
or not, bt how desp is that relatonship with God and bow nach of an mfinence
do we allow it to have in our personal Lives!

Jesus makes three promises o verses 7 & &, Very simply put they are; ask, seek
and knock. Let's fake a condensed look at them Dhe vou notice they are in ascend-
ing order based wpon urgency” For example; if & child’s mother is near and visible
the child will ask their mother, if the child’s mother is not visible the child will
seak their mother and if the child locates their mother but she is isolated (for in-
stance in another rocom)) the child will knock to zain the attention of their mother.
MNotce bow urmency establishes the order of importance. These thres varbs, ack
zepk and knock all ilhastrate the persistency we should exhibit when making our
requests known o God.

MNow notice with me the
promnises are in universal state-
ments. The pronouns everyone,
be and him indicate who the
Lord is directing His imstrac-
tion too. Let me be clearer.
The Sermon on the Mount is )
diracted to the Lord’s disciples. 580
Yas, the Pharisess and Gentiles
are prasent bot the Sermon is
directed to those who believe i+ i
in Him and follow Him. That [Pl 3
may better explain the context
of the pronouns.

Third, in our smdy is the
home spun parable Jesus nses
1o expound His promises. From
verses 9-11 we find a very
inferesting illustration. Jesus
sets before them & sitation
il of them and even you and I today can relste too. The parent child relationship.
Specifically, a child corming to their Father with 8 request Tesus illnstrates the
spplication throwsh two very inferesting items. a stone and a snake! If 3 child were
to ask for bread, wounld the child be given something which looks like bread bt
is in fact very different. & g. a stone instead of a leaf, 01 2 snake instead of a fish?
Said another way, if the child asks for something wholesome to eat (bread or fish},
would the child receive instead something utnwhelesome, either inedible (a stone)
or even karmful (& poisonous snake)? Parents who tmaly love their children wonld
never infentonally do anything like this. Motice the depth of Jesus” teaching here.
Parents, even though they are mnputed with the sin nafure e selfish by nature,
still lowe their children and give them only zood gifts. Jesus here asserts the inher-
ent sinfolness of human natore. At the same fime he does not deny that simnfol men
zre capable of domg zood What Jesus is saying is that even when parents are do-
ing pood, following the noble instincts of parenthood and carimg for their children,
they do not escape the depravity of a sin namre, becanse that is what we are.

S0, we come down to the purpose of the passage. How do these three pronuses
reflect our relationship with God the Father through Fesus the Son? First, we sea
the Lord asking, not if God is ready to give, but are we ready to receive” Are we
asking the right thing for the right reasom 3t the right time and is our heart ready to
receive the righteous muth God has in store for us? Second, we see the necessity of
sepking God the Father. We see Jesus identifying the disciple with God not only as
creator but as Abba His Father, our Father. With that relationship and the applica-
tion previously given we nmst not iznore the necessity in our life o seek Godina
srowing Father/child relationship. Having confidence that God will provide onby
what is wholesome and safe for our well-being. Thitd, when we azk for the nght
reasons and seek the proper relationship, our approach (knock)) will be productive
(the door will open).

The promises given by Jesus are nof unconditional. It requires something from
you and me. We mnst be bom agam a5 3 child of God throngh JTesus Christ. Best,
we must realize prayer is not 2 list of wicshes to be granted by 8 genie. We should
have a desire for God m onr Ioves and when we do we will ask, seek and knock im
& manmer that pleases God and He will answer according to His word and His will
We hawve nm out of space for this article. TUntl we mest again, may God keep you
firmly in His grip!

Tarry Cheak is Pasior gf Catvary Baptist Church in Marion.
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Keep Plowing!
Don't Look Back!

By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchall County

I remember when I was a little boy I used o always
want 1o help my paw-paw plant the garden. I loved
helping him drive the tracter and the smell of the fresh
plowed dirt I loved helping him puot out the fertilizer,
dropping the seeds or planting the tomatoss he had
grown in his makechift sresn howse. But thers was one
thing my paw-paw would oot let me do, and that was 1o lay off the rows to plant
our garden. Feason being, be had med to show me bow, but I just wouldn®t Hsten
to him  He szid, “Took siraight shead and don't take vour eyes off the other end
of the garden when laying off the rows.” But every time he gave me a chance I
would go a little way and then I wonld look back, and whea I would get to the end
of the row and ook back it would look like a dog's hind leg. And then he would
say to me, “Boy I wld you not o look back, but to keep your eyes fixed at the end
of the row, and vou will have a smaighi row.” The BEible savs in Luke 9:62 “dnd
Jesus soid wnto him, No man, having puf iz hand fo the plough, and looking
back, iz fit for the Bnzdom qf God. ™

The reason being is, yvou can't live in the Past and the Precent at the same fime.
Looking Back hindars cur forward progress in life and Dooking Back keeps us
from fornsing in on what God wants us to do and to acoomplish in our walk with
Him Proverbs 14:15 talls us that .. _the prudent man looketh well fo kiz gomg. ™
This is saying 3 man should be forusing on where be is now aod where be is head-
ing in his life.

Looking back hinders our Plowing snd Layving off the rows God intends us o
plant m. In our walk with God we can’t afford to ook back, at many Christizns
fail to do this. Christians have a hard tme not lepking back at their past. T believe
we all hawe this problem sometimes.

I'want to encourage you-- Don't Look Back at Sins That Have Been Forgiv-
en. When God Forgives ns of our sins He places our zins in the sea of forgivensss
never to bring them up any more. They are under the Blood of Christ; they have
been taken care of so. we must move forward.

Iwant to encourage you— Don't Look Back at Defeats That Get Yon Dowm
Understand this, that your past failures can only kold vou back if you let them,
Leam from your failures and reach to the future with your eyes set on God.

I want to encoarage you-—- Don't Look Back at The Past and See It Better
Than It Was. Think of the time God delivered the Israelites out of Egypt on their
way to the Promised Land. Anﬁwhmmmeﬂnna;mmﬂmrmurwmlﬂm
up against them, they
would complain and
want to go back to
Egypt and eat leek and
onions and he in slavery
again See they were f3-
miliar with the past and
scared of the futare. The
Eible Says "7 can do all
rhingz throngh Christ
that strengthens me. ™
Your future i= shead of
VOIL

Iwant to encourage
you-- Don't Look Back
&t Past Conflicts That
hiske You Birter As
Christians, we omst
remember we have been forgiven and so we foo mast forgive and move oo You
537, “You don't know what happened o me.” You are rght, bat God does. And
I can assure you, none of us bave ever been treated like Jesns Christ. Femember
whar He =3id on the Cross to those that cracified Him. “Father fareive them for
rhay Enow ma? what they do_ ™

Lastly, [ want to encouragze vou— Don't Look Back at Past Victories That hMay
Cauze You to Think Yoo Have Amived. Paul tells ns in Phil 3:13-14 Brethren,

T count not myzelf fo have apprehended. but this one thing I de, forgerming those
thingz which are behind, and reachking forth unte those things which are hgfbre,
14 I press toward the mark for the prize gf the high calling of God in Christ Jasus.
Paul iz telling us here that e cannot look back at what already has been sccom-
plished, bt look forward o what siill needs to be sccomplished We need to quit
living in our past and look fo what God’s fotre holds for us. DOR'T LOOEK
BACE BUT PLOW O

Words of Wizdom

= “The present is pever as good as it nsed o be™ Vance Havoer

= “If you try o be everything to everybody you will end up being nothing fo amy-
body.” Vance Havmer

= “He cammot keep us from temsptation, but He can keep us in temptation.™ Vance
Hawvmer

= “The vision roust be followed by the venmre. It is not enough to stare up the
steps — we must step up the stairs, Vance Havoer

Just a Thought
If you keep looking back in your life wiat are you gomg to bump mta?

Bakersville Community Health Center
And
Celo Health Center
Announce

A Partnership

On February 1, 2017, twa long-established community health
centers will join together to improve access to quality healthcare
and increase services in Yancey and Mitchell Counties.

Retaining their names and locations, the partnership of Celo
Health Canter and Bakersville Community Haalth Center will
ensure stable, consistent care for years to come while increasing
the avallability of care for patients across the two counties,
regardless of insurance status or ability to pay.

As community-owned health centers they are proud of their 113
years of combined service to generations of families in the area
and look forward to continuing the tradition of care for years

to come,

Call today for mare information or to establish care with one of
our providers.

BCHC: Celo Health Center:
688-2104 675-4116

Steve Williams i the Paztor gf Barry Chape! Baprict Chareh in Spruce Ping.

ABELEY

sty UR4p,

Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

www. brenews. com
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.ﬁ rthsﬂaubtar
By Shawn Thormas
Burke Coungy

“Litthe children, et ws mot love with wond or with fongue, |
bt in doed and truth. We will Fnow By thiz that we are of the
fruih, and will asnure our heart bgfore Him in whatemver onr |0
heart comdemns uz, for God is greaier than our keart and
ko ail things. ™ (I John 3:18-20

People ofien say things like “tust vour beart™, or “follow
your heart.” Bur although that may sound good, it is not the best policy. The muth
is, our own hearts often mislead ws.

The Lord conumands us here m I Fobn 3:18 not to love others with word or
tongae onby, but in deed and tath. Then He says in :19 that if we DO this, then
T will know By thiz (these deeds of gernuine lova) that we are of the truth and
will assure our haarts bgfore Him ¢ 20) in whatever our heart condemns s, FOR
GOD IS GREATER THAN OUR HEART and knows all thingz. ™

5o, there is an ohjective tmuth with God that is “greater than our heart.™ There
may be times when “our heart™ dossn’t “feel” like we are God's — so 3 Chris-
fian may have doubts about kis salvation, even when be really does belong to the
Lord. God's prescription for that persoa is to0 do the deeds of the Christiam life:
mchnding demonstranng practcal love for his brothers & sisters. He says this fooir
should comfort vou and give you assurance that vou really are His. So, we find
several mportant lessons in this passage:

i Christian people may have doubts about their standing with God. It
is NOT fmue that if vou have awy doubss at all, thar vou are not saved. Tobn specifi-
cally says here that there are ties when the real Chrstian’s heart will condemm
him — but God kmows better!

We also ses here that WORES have an important role m giving the Christian
the assurance of salvation Scripmre makes it clear that we are not SAVED by
our warks (Eph. 2:8-80, bt it is also evident from these verses that we may be
ASSURED of our salvation by waorks {“vou will keow them By their fruits . hdarm.
T200).

And finally, we see that the way we “fesl” is not a sure indicator of our salva-
ton. Cr bearts may “feel™ one thing (“our heart condamns us™) but “God i
Ereater tham our heart'” and knows our ooe standing with Him. Thankfiolly oor
feplings are not the ulfimate measure of our salvation — God's love and grace in
Christ Jesus ara!

Shawn Thomas is Senior Pastor af Plegzant Ridee Bapast Church in Morsanion.
Hiz messages and davoiionals are availalle af wwws hmwnethomas, com

Updates
By Doug Suddnsth

Cm Tharsday, Tapuary 26, at the weekly mesting of the Fotary
Clubr of Spruce Pine, Andrew Young, a representative fom
ihe Blue Ridge Parkway, spoke with the zroup about invasive
pests that are damaging our frees. Andrew explamed about new
resimictions on bringine firewood to the parkway - an effort to oy
o stop the spread of these desmaring insects that are killing our
mﬁnﬁmmmmmmmm

The Fotary Club of Sproce Pine st its regular
mesting Feb. @ heard from Pam Soyvder shout
Project Lifecaver

The primary mizsion of Project Lifesaver
is providing tmely response to =ave bves and
reduce potential inury for sdolts and children
who wander due to Alzheimer’s, antism and
oiher relsted conditions or discrders.

Smyder said the Coomuonity Foundation of
Western Miorth Caroling in Jamnary gave the

Andrew Tmme recening a locally

project & grant of &3, 000 to purchase eguip-
wmmﬂmm ment and main 11 people n the onpoing effort

to implement the program in Mitchell Coumty:.

A group of several cormminmity agencies, private cifizens, local law enforcement amd
emerrency personnel formed Safety Avvareness for Everyone, or SAFE, committes
thiz past At to bemn miplementing Project
Lifesaver in Mitchell County.

Soyder said the recent grant would slso pay
$£3,950 for starmap equipment oost.

Inchufing braceless which cost anywhers ffom
$300 w0 5350 depending on the fype.

Upon the project’s implementation the sheriff™s
deparmuent and the comrty’'s emergpency personne]
will pperate the program with all activities momi-
tored by the SAFE conumithes.

Starting the project began when hEchell
Ciomnty Sheriff s Office Det. Courmey Beam had
A chance encounter with an auistc child wearms
8 discreet racking device on his ankle in Unicot,
Tenneszes, Smyder said

Rotarian Reid Duncan presant-
ing a focally handmade Rotary
mng fo Pam Snyaler

.Dig.iuﬁuﬁis the Public Relafions q_ﬂ!i‘cdr.ﬂrr.h.ﬁnuclﬁmﬂm'mj' Cineh.

Date: Saturday, April 8th (Games starting at 10am, Egg Hunt 11am)

Easter Egg Hunt
and Activities

Deparhnent and
Summit Community
Church.

hd

in fnur respeu:hve age groups.
Three grand prize eggs will be
hidden in each age division!

;.'r_ X
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The First 30 Days of 2017

By Beth Davis
Mirchall County

I'd bet some of you wonder what a fypical month looks like
at Mitchell County SafePlace. Do those ladies just sit there,
day after day, staring at that 828-765-4044 Crisis Hotline,
watting for it to ring. springing into action . kinda like Bat-
man and Fobin hanging out in the Bat Cave, waiting to see
the Bar Signal? I can’t help
bt lauph = T envision Commie Sedberry and Tracy
Black grabbing thedir capes and sliding down the
Bat Pole, dazhing off in 3 Bat Robile driven by
Wionder Wonsn Kellie Biggs! "Wellllll, that's not
quite bow SafePlace works.... mainly, because we
can't get funding for the Bat Pole.

Each month  Asseciate Direcror Tracy Black
- compiles a summary of actons and tasks for our
é* Board of Directors. Below is a sampling of how
g Mitchell County SafePlace spent the first month of
Wonder womar, Eeilie Bizes = We gave emetpency shelter to 8 mother mmd

her 2 children. We also provided services to 65
women, men and children. These services inchade pest counseling about do-
mestic violence and sexnal sssault viciimization, emergency crisis calls, in-kind
and emergency fnancial zssistance, etc. We helped 3 clients fle for and obtain
Dromestic Violence Protective Orders, and provided court advoecacy and acoomps-
niment. We alzo provided mansportation 3 times for vital services.

= Kallie began teaching her §-week, evidence-based Love=Respect Program
o 80 Gih grade boys and girls at Harris Middle School 4 days a week. The first
two weeks they talked about what makes 3 bealthy relationship and the red flags
of harmfil behaviors. This was followed by dressing up and acting out scenarios,
everyone's favorite activity. After completing the program at Harmis, Eellie will
mrve on to Bowmsan Middle School, and then will returmn to Bfitchell High By the
end of the school year she will have presented Love=Fespact to 280 snadents!

= Tracy returmed to Life Skills Class at MMountam View Prison, where she pre-
sented an introdoction te Domestic WViolence Prevention Basics. All 15 men were
very engaged in the topic. They asked many, many questions, and several related
stories abount experiencing domestic violence in their childbood. It was a very
moving experience for both Tracy and the inmates.

= Connie was the goest speaker at the Sproce Pine Enwvands Clak Tannary
mesting. She explained the different aspects of the work that SafaPlace does, and
offerad ways in which their memwbers mizht become mmobved.

* Beth attended a “Coffee Talk™ sponsored by WHE Mooprofit Pathorays abownt
using sl Chimp and Constant Contact to engage snd infonm onr comnmmity
shout the work of SafePlace

* Tamuary was a delnge of sulnmiting srant spplications and reports. The work
was frenzied 25 we submitted applications for VO3 A Basic Semices, SASE,
Women for Women, and the ERS zrants.

= The SafePlace thrift stores started an inferesting new sale. All shoppers wounld
be given a 20% discount at the Touch of Class Boutiqne if they presented a receipt
from their parchase at the SafePlace Thrift. Thirty-two people took advantage of
this sale. The stores confinee to serve &5 an onireach fo the commmnity for Safe-
Place In addition o providing clothing, firniture and household goods, we also
parmered with;

* Mitchsl]l County Sheriff's Office to provide clothmg for 2 prisoners pomg to
O

* Mitchell County DES requested emergency clothing for 2 children who had to
be remicved from their homes.

= SafePlace Thrift also gave in-kind assistance to & famdly devastated by a
houwse fire at the request of Mitchell Coumty T¥ES.

MWanager Cheech Stewart is cuorently revamping both of the stores.

= In fotal, we provided in-kind assistance valued at 51,200 for 16 families for
the month of JTanwary.

= Connie confimies our Conmrmmity Close Up radio programs on WTOE!
WEYEK.

HUGE Mews!! Bepinning Monday, Aprl 3, SafePlace’s wildly popular Fresh
Start Propram will {for lack of a better phrase) start fresh! Led by Shelter Manager
Liza Cassaro, Fresh Start is free to aoyone who wishes to improve their employ-
ment or employability through ongeing Life Skills, Tob Skills, and Compuater
Skills courses. We also provide support groups for anyone who has besn 3 vicim
of domestic or sexual violence, as well as their family and friends. Fresh Start will
meat 3i the Tronity Episcopal Parish Hall each Mondsy, 5:00-8:30. Look for more
information about this exciting program in coming weeks, or call Lisa Cassaro at
B2B-765-4015.

Bath Danis i3 the Resource Davelopment Coordimator for Mitchell County Sqfe-
Flace. She can be reached ar 828-783-4015 ar berthbdmistagmail. com

.
&

S —r—
~ Forover 33 years, we have
provided a “Higher Standard
of Care” for our patients in
their homes and all area
tacilities: a care built on
the principles of comfort,
dignity, choice and conirol.
As a stand-alone not-for-
profit, we ofter this award
winning care for chronical-
Iy and terminally ill patients
and their tamilies.

828.682.9675

Youn (Clioice.
Your Fospice.

Al Jor Yancey Faspice.

i

hospiceofyancey.org

856 Georges Fork Rd. Burnsville, NC

www. brenews. com
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HEALTH
NOTIFICATIONS

Are You Hard
Of Hearmg”

Miracle-Ear is field testing a remarkable new digital hearing instrument in the area.
The hearing test to determine if you qualify is free of charge.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technology to comfortably
and almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the “stopped
up ears” and "head in a barrel” sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing tested in our office
FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results with the hearing
instruments with our Hearing Aid Specialist.

You may Field Test this new technology for 30-days (security deposit required”). During the test you will
keep a weekly journal of your experience. At the conclusion of the 30-day period, you may purchase
your instruments at tremendous savings for participating in this field test. This test is an excellent
opportunity to determine if hearing help is available for vour hearing loss at a very affordable price.

INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST:

FREE Ear Canal FREE

! Inspections

A miniature camera R
“tours” your ear canal. A complete hearing test

You may not have a that reveals W_"'EFE you
hearing loss, it may be need hearing help.
nothing more than earwax. Recommended annually.

Hearing Test

Field Test Offer Ends March 31, 2017

I\ Miracle-Ear Call Today!

Wendy Watson

Hearnng Instrurnent Specialist

MORGANTON
347 Sanford Dr.

828-528-4042

Chad Parker

Hearing Iretrument Spacialist

Marian Schneider
Hearing Iretrumant Spscialist

MARION
70 M. Main 5t., Suita 1

828-2371973

BURNSVILLE
260 Weat LIS HWY 15E

828-548-35469

S ecurnity deposit equal to purchese price reguirad at tima of fitting

INSURANCE ACCEPTED

LENOIR
210 Mulbsrry St. 5W, Suita &

828-668-5003
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My Mother, Once a Country Music Singer
By Dr. Mark Creech

During the late 1960s and earhy Tl my mother was
3 coumtry mmsic singer. She had one top ten hit on the
Billboard charts — 3 coumiry version of “The Might
They Drove Ole Dixie Diown™ that went to number 9.

Mot that yon can’t be a celebrity and be a faith-
ful Christian too, but my mother says she wasa't
folly surrendered to the Lord during that period. Her
complete surrender would nlimately lead her to leave
the music business and devote berself to motherhood.
I can never be grateful enongh for that commiment and sacrifice. She wonld have
been a biz star, no donbt She is incradibly talented.

Miom was also a high schiool dropout. Vet in ber 50s, after my sister and T wera
grown and meoved out of the bouse and were making bives of onr cam, MMom went
back to school, got her GED), then pursued mirsing and received ber degree and
certification at the age of 58 Today she is sall a practcmg oorse &t the age of 77.
You'll forzive me for oy bias and boasting, but that's pretty mpressive, if you
ask me!

T the night is 3 picture of ooy mother, backsiage afier an appearance on the
Grand Ole Opry. She was an exceptionally beasustiful woman in those days, and no
less begutiful to me todsy.

I once wrote a piece for the Christian Post that contained more mformation
ghout my mother s mmsic career. Wion can read the article below:

He Bought Up the Records

ot many people are aware of it, and others may have forgotien about it, ot
o1y mather had a distinpuished country mnsic singing career back in the late
1350s and the early 1970s. Two of her records did very well; ber country rendition
of “The Might They Drove 01d Dixie Down™ went to #2 on the Billboard charis;
and “We’ll Sing in the Sunshine ™ which was originally a3 folk nme. reached #24.
Alice Creech was the opening act for some of the most revered country artists
today: Emest Tubb, Dielly Parton, Hank Williams, Jr., Charlie Pride, herie Hagz-
zard, Siring Bean, Grandpa Jones, Bill Anderson, Tanuwy Wynette, Loretta Lynn
and many more. In addition o being rared #21 of the top female vocalists of 1972
with 3 single by Billboard magazine, she was also the recipient of two ASCAP
(American Society of Composers, Authors and Poblishers) swards that same year.
She even made a gnest appearance on the Grand Ole Opry, when it was previously
located in the famons Rymen Anditornom,

About the time oy mother was just becoming & major country and western
celebrity, she decided to smrmender her life to Christ and leave the business 50 she
could be a better mom fo my youmger sister and me. I eamesthy pray [ would al-

that followed.

Recently, while attending an Ethirs Leaders Conference at the offices of the
Ethics and Feligions Liberfy Commizsion of the Southern Baptst Convention in
Mashville, Tenneszee I refraced some of miy mother s steps during her days as
&0 aspiring arost in bdwsic Ciry. I visited the istoric Ernest Tubb Fecord Shop
and saw the stage where oy mother often performed on W5h's “Emest Tubb
Midnight Tamboree.™
town, where they have a wemendons selection of vinfage vinyl records. You can
imagine mv delizhtful surprise to discowver they had all of my mother’s recordings
— original labels, jackets and everything. Thers they were — alll of them — ready to
play on the nearest phonograph Maturally, I bought them up to safely put them
m&mﬂiﬂ:&mﬂnmﬂﬂﬂnknfﬂpmﬁ!mﬁtuﬂlnﬂnnfﬂrgﬂﬂmmmdn:
God has every recording of our lives and He's planning to play thern st the Tedg-
ment. He kas them all — the orginals — everything we ever did; the things others
either never knew or had forgotten abont.
It"s all there and none of it is omited
Moreover, thete's no spim o it It's all just
the bare and umadulterated truth sbout A
who we really are and what we've done.

LIFE magzzine once interviewed
dozens of people to leam how Americans
was 3 young prosttote from White Pine
Ciounty, Nevada.

“I dom't think abowut my feelings a lot,”
she szid. “Instead I lie in my bed and
think onto Him. I meditate because some-
times my words don't come out might. But
He can find me He can find what's inside
of me just by listening to my thoughts. I sk Him to belp me and keep me zoing.
A lot of people think that working girls don't kave any morals, any relision. But I
do. I don't steal. I don't lie The way I look at it, I'm pot sinoming. He's not going
to judze me. I don't think God judges anybody. ™

Very few modem notions are more popular than the one that God judzes no
one. The problem is. however, that comforting perception is patently falza!

Tudzment iz a5 certain 35 God is holy. The Pealmist ssys in Psalm 7:11, “God
iz angry with fhe wicked every day. © In other words, as Dr. George Sweeting of
Moody Bible Institute pats it- “God never makes détente with sin ™ The apostle
Paul explicitly wamed: “Be nof decenad; &od is mof mocked,: for whatsoever a
mean sowath, that shall be also reap. For ke that sowarth to the flesh shall of the
Slezh reap corrupiton; bt he that soweth to the Spirrr shall gf the Spirtt reap ijfe

confinwed on paze 17

Mark'’s mother. Alice Creech

BUCK'S

www.buckstinyhouses.com

n Find us on:
b
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery Counfy Chamber - “Quarterly Breakfast"-March 14- §:30 am- The Biver
Diog Cafe-3616 Mitchell Ave , Linvills

Guest Spesker- Troy Cook, Chief Depury, Avery County Sheriff s Office- Troy
will share bowr High County Crime Stoppers is belping our conmmnity.
Tuesday, March 14, £:30mm- A 55 00 donstion is apprecizted for the breskfast

First Baptivt Church of Newland - Priday, March 10th- Eids” Lock-In — Spm
Friday might throngh Sam Satardsy moming

= Sunday, March 12th- Children’s Mimnistry Team Mesting- Spm-Spm

= Thursday, March 23rd- Backpack Ministry — &3 0pm-Tpm

» Tuesday, March 2Eih- Harlem Globetrotiers m Boone — Tpm (Tickets - 518)

Burks County

Catawha Eiver Bapfist Association

hdarch

= 2 Cuba Mission Trip Information Mesting (o CRBA (ot 6:30 pm_

= 4P A Facer Day () Oak Ridge Baptist from 10 am to Il pm.

= §-10—Vision Trip fo Chicago

= 13 Mdirestars Golf Toumament Begistration Deadline

= 19—Associations] Bible Dnll at Burkemont Baptist at 3:00 BM

* 23 CRBA Spring Meeting (i@ El Bethel 5:30 PM-Supper/Business; Wor-
ship-§:30 PAI: Mursery Provided

= 23 Mdimister's Wives "Get-Together” at 30 p.m_ at CRBA

= 30-Mimisters Golf Tournament (@ @ am. (325 per person)

= Apml (month of food collection for the Children's Homes of BIC)

= 1-5tate BLA Facer Day

= §—Senior Adult Cuting

= 16—Easter

May

* 2-Charch Security Seminar (@ §30 pan. (@ Walker Foad Baptist

= 21-Associztion MMissions Offering

* 23— Why They Stay Seminar with Dr. Steve Pamr at 6:30 poam. (@ Mulls Grove
Bapiist

Afission Trop - Catawha River Bapiist Association will be leading 3 nission
irip to Cuba Septensher 16-22. This will be an exciting trip where we will do
construction, prayer walking, personal evangelism and preaching. The cost for
the trip which inclndes transportation, food, lodging and supplies is 52,000 per
person. This mip is open to both men and women If interested you will need
o begin the process of zefting a passport and yon will want to anend the Cuba
mformation mesting March 2nd at our CRBA office at §:30 pm_

Christian Business Men's Connection (Morganton) - We are 3 movement of
Aien to Experience the Power of One God, the Value of One Man and the Lever-
age of One Team, resnlting in the Spirimal Beproduction among Bosinessmen.
Please join us fior hmch at one of our weekly Bible smdy meetings: Tuesday,
12-:00 noon at the Conummity House, Morganton. Contact: Wayne Giese, B28-
413-5819,

AMorganfon Seventh-day Adventisi-Burke County - LifeStart Seminars: Lose
Weight Wamrally and Leam Conumonsense Ways o End the Stmuggle and Per-
manently Achieve the Level of Fimess You Desire! Beginning - March

16th , at §00 pm., at Limbertorigs Café, IEHNSlu:IlngSueﬂ,Mmgmtm,HE-
2315-55

Aplow Internafionsl Hiclory Lizshfhouse Hickory Lighthonse meetings ara
the second Satardsy of each month.

MicDiowell Connty

Clinchfield Baptist Church (Aarion) — We are accepting resnmes for Min-
ister of Music. Corrent worship style is blended, using both waditional bymms,
choral, and contsryporary srangements with soloist and choir. The position is a
paid part-ume position and involves orpaizing and leading the chorch's nosic
nunisiries both adult and children. Baptist backeroumd preferred. Send resummes
with references to Clinchfieldbaptistchnrchy@ frontier com or to address 1150 East
Court Smeat, Manon, WO 28752 Atn: Persomne] Conmittes.

First Bapfist Church of AMarion - Balize Medical Mission Fegistration is now
complete for the 2017 Balize MMedical Mission Trp. 14 are onboard and prepar-
ing to provide free climics in 5 moderserved villages in the northern Corpeal Dis-
trict of the couniry. The femm is ourently raising funds for medical supplies and
medicines. Contributions are greatly appreciated. Please make your donations to
FBC for the Belize Meadical Fond. For more info., please contact Scott Hagaman.,
When-12:00-2:00 pm-Adarch 28, 2017-Where-Marion Train Diepoi- 45 Depot
Smeet, Manon, BIC 28752
Historic ianon Tailgate MMarket 15 hostng a commmmty potluck to kick-off the
2017 market sezson. Leam about the exciting plans for the 2017 Historic Marion
Tailgate Market! Brng a friend & your favorite covered disk. The HRITR will
provide the mest and drinks. Vendor applications will be provided.

In 2014, the ERTM celebrated 10 years of providing local foods and crafis
by our local fammers and ariisans. Let's continne the wadition. Please BSVE by
hiarch 21, §52-2215 or Lou Godirey.

Historic AMarion Tailgate Market is open on Toesdsy from 3 to § pm and Sat-

urday from 9 am to 12 pm in downtown Marion mnder the Tailgate Market shelter.
Opening day, Tuesdsy, Bay 2.

Huospice of Butherford and Carolina Foothills - Hope Groef Support for those
who have lost loved ones: Odfered at First Presbytenan chmrch, 79 Academy St
Marion March 7, 14, 21, 28 at 6PB.

New HOPE of McDiowell (Manon) - Mew HOPE of McDowell 15 seeking a finll-
ime Associate Director - Shelter Manger Wew HOPE of McDowell is a non-prof-
it domestic violencs smnd sexual zzsanlt apency lncated in MceDowall Coumnty, WIC.
This position includes benefits such as smployees health menrance and paid vacs-
tion, personal, and sick time. The primary parpose of this position is to provida
diract client services and advocacy to victims of domestic violence and sexual
assantt and their children as well assisting with camying ot the sategc zoals
all Client Services Advocates, and operating nnder the direction and expectations
of the Executive Director'Conrt Advocate snd Board of Directors.

Mitchell County

Bach's Lunch at Trimity Church 15 Hemlock Ave Sproce Pine BC A series of
free noon hour 30 mimate concerts begmmine at 12:05 Wednesdays during March
followed by a complimentary hmeh Contact Trimity at 828-520-1151 for more info

Bear Creek Bapfist Church-Ledgzer - Women's Prayer Breskfast at Helen's
Bestaurant on Friday March 10, 2017 at Helen 8:00am. Ordering from memm. All
women are imvitad.

Primitive Cuartetr will be at Bear Creek on Sunday, Bfarch 19t at §:00pm Ewvery-
one is invited and a love offering will be taken.

Celebrate Fecovery

Thisz is a Christ and Biblical Based Program. giving hip and help for men, women
and fanulies suffering from addiction. Any question contact Josh Wise(m 385-
0041 There will be a mesting every Thursday night with someons there to talk to

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Chorch in Asheyills
is sponsonng a home fellowship and Bible Smdy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is keld on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm at 7% Sean Dir. (Estatoe aresx—odf Brushy
Creek Fd). We are smdying the Gospel of Tohn comentty. (Czll JTobn Tackson Té0-
T93-3700 for information and directions. And bring your Bikle.

SUFFORT GROUF FOR CAREGIVERS OF THOSE WITH MEMORY
LiO55 TO HOLD MEETIMGS THE FIFST FRIDAY OF EACH MOWNTH FROM
1-3PM Care & Share a newly-formed support groop for caregivers of loved ones
who hawe memaory loss, will bold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice &
Palhiative Care of the Blue Ridge 236 Hospitzl Dr. in Spruce Pine from 1:00 PR
o 3:00 PN High Country Caregiver Foundarion welcomes and sncourages all
caregivers to attend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can quackly become ex-
hamsted, teumatized and isolated. and this new group mtends o provide support,
friendship, education, information and referrals for caregivers. Monthly meetings
held on the first Pridsy of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
There will be opporiunities for caregivers to tell their stores, leam nsefl fps,
rade mformation snd give and gain support to ofhers in the same siuation.

For farther information sbout the group and the mesting pleass contact Suzanne
Bmssell at (714) §14-3867 or Janet Ouzts at jontonztsi@yahoo. com.

First Baptist Church Spruce Pine - First Baptist Charch of Sproce Pine 1=
sepking & pari-iime childoare provider for their toddler mursery. The positon will
require approximeately eight hours per week consisting of 4.5 hours on Sunday
moming, 1.5 hours oo Sundsy mights, &od 2 hours on Wednesday nights plus other
hours during special events 25 needed The positon will require a spirit-fillad
caring and responsible childoare provider who will focus on providing = safe
enviromment for teddlers. Omalifications include experience in caring for youns
children and the physical ability to meet their active needs; 2-3 references; and
willingness to swbondt 1o 2 background check. CPR is required and First Aid is
recommendsd and can be completed once employed. The hourly pay is §13-320
per bour znd is negotiable based on experience snd qualifications.

Applicants should contact First Baptist Chorch, 125 Tappan Street, Sprooce Pine,
WC 28777, Phone # 828-765-0411 Ext 301.

Aiichell Baptist Association-Sproce Pine - Associational Bible Dmlls Saturday,
Miarch 15 2017 Bear Cresk Bapiist Church staring 3t 930

The Mitchell Connty Hiztorical Society aonoumces its First Anoual History Bee,
schednled for Thursdsy, Apnl §th, 2017, at 7:00 pm at the Historic Comrthouse m
Bakersville. The zosl of the History Bee, and the miszion of MCHS, is o help
Mirchell County residents. especially young people, becoms more aware of our
rich heritagze.

There will be two divisions of competition, one for Mitchell Comnty students
under 15, and one for smdents 15-18. First prize in each sge division is 3500,
second prize 3300, snd thivd prize $200. Local businesses snd organizstions ara

All gnestions in the History Bee will come from Elizabeth Humter's Vodces of
the Valley, which was published m 2011, the 150th soniversary of the formaton
of Mitchell County. This publication is already in public and school libraries, and
mare copies will be made available to libranes by MCHS. Tt is also available for
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Bits 'n Pieces

purchase from the Historicz]l Society office in Bakerswille or fiom other sources.
Smudents are asked to sign up to participate n the MTCHS History Bee by
3312017, and registration is free. Ask youor history teacher for a registration
form or find it on mitchellnchistory org.

If you have guestions abont the History Bee, go to the MCHS website or call
B2B-385-0564 or B2B-6EE-3471.

Spruce Pine Farmer's Market Moves Indoors! - We will have baked moods,
fresh egzs. pork, prass fed beef and more. The market is inside the Pizza Shop
and Dry Connty Brewing Company from 12-4pm. The indoor markess will be
once 3 month the 15t Semrday of the morth from December throngh April Come
shop local with us.

Red Cross Blood Donation - The Amenican Bed Cross serving Mitchell and
Yancey County has vohmteer positions open as Blood Dopnor Ambassadors assist-
ing in the areas of Feception and Hospitality at local Hood doves in Spmce Pine
and Bumsville. With the need for Blood donations increased during the holidays,
this is & crifical role and meaninzfnl way to serve an wgent need through the Fed
Cross. Drives are held at the First Baptist Church of Spruce Pine and the Higgins
Memornial Methodist Chuarch in Bumsville. Volmtsers serving in this role help
the Fed Cross provide a great blood donation experience for donors - helpmg

o save fves. For more informeation and to apply go to ttpoiwanar rederossarg!
voluntestor contact Kimberly Brewster, Volunteer Services Specialist supporting
the Mitchell and Yancey ares blood drives at kimberly brewster@iredcross.org o
B2E-333-0809.

Smmmer 2017 Worlshops at Penland
Say bello o Penland's Summer 2017 workshop catalog, now online m full as &
POF! We're beyond excited to have 97 zreat workshops on offer this year Take a
look and come join us in the smdios to build bikes or books or bowls or brooches
ot

All spplications received by Febmary 11 will be enterad info the early repistra-
fion lottery. Scholarships are awailable fior all workshops: apply by Felbmeary 17.

Tipton Hill Community Fonndation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breskfact the first
Samrday each month, 730 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Church across from

Jerry's Store. Come join ns for homemade sansage, scrambled eggs, gravy, jellies,
jaice and coffee. Eat in or take-out, all fonds support the Tipton Hill Compmnity

Foundation.

Womnen's Prayer Breakfast If you would like to join a group of woonen who
are dedicated to praying, leaming about God's will, md fellowshipping, come join
us for breakfast at Helen's Festmurant in Bakersville on Feb 10t at B:00=m. We
will be ending by 10:00amn. Open to all-for more infonmation call Barbara Hammell
at 823-487-3644 or email at barbarahi@breneas com.

Yancey Counfy

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Church in Asheville
is sponsoring a home fellowship and Bible Study in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is beld on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm at 79 Sean Dr. (Estatoe ares—aoff Brushy
Cresk Hd). We are studying the Gospel of John currently. Call John Tackson TE0-
T93-3700 for information and directions. And brng your Bible

Higgins Memorial United Methodist Church - Bible Stady Fellowship (BSF)
Men's Class meeting in Bumsville spnounces that its new smdy year will begin
September 13th at §:55 pm and the class s being hosted by Higgins Methodist
— 101 M. Main Street, Bumswille. This year's stady will focus on the Gospel of
John

Eible Sindy Fellowship (B5F) is an nternational and intsrdenominations] Bible
class for men of all ages, depominstions, zesgraphic locstions and backeroumds
— all men hiving mn Western Morth Caroling are esncouraged to join the stady. The
eroup, for beginner or advanced Bible smdents, will meet from 6§55 to §-55 pm
each Teesdsy evening thronzgh May — just show uwp any Tuesday evening begin-
ning September 13th to join the sroup and the stody.

For more local information, call Mike Lawrence — 904-254-6303 (janyasmmd-
chaellawrenceigmail com) or Harvey Schestag — 828-284-0707 (harveysche-
stagidiEmail com) or go to www bsfinternationsl org for comprehensive informa-
tion sbout BSF.

Laurel Branch Baptist Church (Burnsville) — Sesking bi-vocational pastor,
please email resume to Sorescapps@frontier com.

TRAC ANNOUNCES M1417 GRANT EECIFIENTS

The Toe Fiver Arts Council, Asheville Avea Arts Conncil, and the Madison
Coumty Arts lI:‘:n-un:::ilm! plessed to announce the 20162017 Begional Arntist Proj-
ect Grant

'I'tl!Regrun.alﬂmﬂPm_pcthm (FLAPG) 13 an annual grant program that
provides financial suppornt to developing professionals by funding a project pivoal
o the advancement of their careers as artists. The salection critenis include artistic
merit, the potential of the project to confribnte to the artist's professional prowth,
and the feasibility of the project iself

This year's grant cycle received 50 applicants. with owver £34, 000 in requests
from all art disciplines. 4 total of 311,500 was awarded. The Begional Artist
Program Grant is sponsered by the Toe Fiver Arts Coumcil (BJifchell and Yancey
Counties)y; Madison Arts Council; Azkeville Area Ars Coumcil (Bunconbs

Connty) with support from Avery County, snd the MNorth Cancling Arts Coumcil, a
division of the WNIC Deparment of Mamral and Cultoral Besources, 5 state ageacy.

Yancey Connty Meals on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volunteers needed to deliver
meals to Yancey County shut-ins, any wesekday, 1030 am - noon. If you would
like to volmieer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-6011.

Madison Coanty

Hannah Furginele [$500]: To create 8 docomentsry filen that tells hoar 8 mosic
festival saved Binff Mountam in Hot Springs from being clear cnt in 1995,

From Mitchell Conmby:

Christma Shmige] [$800]: To acquire siudio equipment needed for the fabrication
of my work i steel for scnlpiore and mstallsnon

Michse] Elins [$3200]: To complete the pext phaze of construction on my studioe
o create 3 workspace for an spprentice snd an orgamized, dry glaze storage area

From Yancey County:
Jean Fllein [5800]: To purchase a Jet bench top wood Lathe to help create large
srulpiural work.

Mayland Community College

SMATI BUSINESS CENTER

The Mayland Small Business Center (SBC) offers hizh quality maining and
confidential covmsaling for enreprenenrs and small businesses. Whether youn are
considering lnmching 3 pew business or mansging an existng one, the small
business center provides resources tailored 1o fit vour needs. If vou would like to
schedule a free confidential business ing sessiom or sign up for fiee small
business senunars, contact Mayland SBC Director Allen Cook =t 828 7661295 or
emall hitn at acook{mmayland edu - Check out our March classes:

Miche Markets: Specialty Crops- Specialty crops are high valos

crops. They do not kave o be produced on large acreages inoor-

der to make a profit. Lesmm site selection and crop selection. Market-

ing options for a vanety of vegetables, herbs, flowers and crmaments.

32, 6:00-8:00pm Mayland Campus

Blarket Your Arns/Crafts Online -Back by popular demand! Dhnamic speaker and
marketing expert, Zen Wildkity will discass ways to market your ant, your busi-
pess, and your story onkine. This seminar will be packed full of the latest tactics
o market efficiently and sell vour it online. -3/15, W, 530-730 pm -TRAC
Bespnrre Center Spmce Pine

Fmancing Your Small Busmess -Are you n need of 2 loan to start or expand yoor
buziness? The Caroling Small Businsss Development Pund can help you navigate
the process. Tonumy Dennison, Business Developroent Officer, will be discnssing
what the CSBEDF looks at in order to render an approval on a loan. Topics coverad
will be the 5 C's of Credit, types of loans available, what you will nesd to apply,
znd a typical loan timeline. -3/22, W, 5:30-7:00 p.m. Yancey Campus

Business Bnilding Tips from a Master Artist -World rencemed basket maker and
marketing expert, kMatt Tonuney, started owt building baskets for fon from Endm
Merging his love fior art with his knowledge of marketing, ®atn went full ome o
the bnsiness of making haskets. He made his passion his job and now owns a he-
crative siudio in the River Arts Dismict of Asheville MC. Hear Matt's story about
how he launched his business and mads it profitable. Leamn tips from the pros!
-3/28, W, 4:00-6:00 pm. -TEAC Resource Center Spruce Pine 828 766.1295

Facebook for Business -Leam how to creste 2 business Facebook page! This
seminar will cover the basics of creating and manazing 2 Facebook paze for your
small business. Leam how to creste posts and interact with your customers! 3730,
TH, 5:00-6:00 p.m. Mayland Campus

Canva for Marketing -Canva is 2 free online design service you're going to want
o nse for vour small businsss. At this guick course, leam bow fo use Canwa to
create professionsl looking publications that will hawe you marketing like a pro. -
330, TH, §:00-7:00 pm_ Mayland Campus

warw. brenews com

March 2017 - Blue Fidge Chnistian Mews page 29



Mitchell County EDC

Implementing Strategic Marketing Plan
By Laura Verla

{(Birtchell Connty, MC - February 21, 2017) The hfitch-
ell Connty Economic Development Conumdzsion (EDC)
recently apnounced a three-year sirategic plan to recnit
new business, encourage residential growith, and bolster
the tourism indnstry. The Mitchell County EDMC began
the project with Worth Star Destination Strategies (Morth
Sear) in April 2016 fo create 2 branding and marketing
of the plan elements took place on February 3, 2017, The local committes will
now begin work o implement the plan,

The EDC reviewed proposals from several marketing firmes with the decizion to
hive Morth Star based on its experience and swocess branding londrads of com-
mumities across the connmy. Morth Star is knoam as the leader in commnnity
branding research and planwing thronghont the United States. Another positive
factor was that the firm had already spent nearly a year working with Toe Biver
Ars Conncil, and the fimn's familiarty snd love of the counfy was Imporant.
Whike the final presentation to compuanity leaders largely consisted of concepts
for the implementation of the brand the project as a whole also consisted of an
abundant amount of research and strategies for future use.

Iorth Star conducted research to identify what differentiates Mitchell County
from its competitors for the parposes of resident recninment and retention. tonr-
ism development, and business atitactoen and support. It set out to lesm the
perceptions and beliefs of local stakeholders, residents, consumers, businessss and
influencers. as well as understand the competitive simation with the srronnding
counties and Western Morth Caroling.

Morth Star combined research with itz expertice and skill to present ideas o the
local commmittes thronzhont the project. One of the elements included in the plan

Jamie Miller, CPA

1136 Greenwond Road 2301 Rutherford
Spruce Pina, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phona: 828.765.4400 phone: 8286526777
fao: 828.765.4880 fax: 828.652.6755

Best Food
and Prices!

OPEN at Mayland Tech College
M-Thur. 11:00am til 1:00pm

828-678-338

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NG

was 8 logo, but the investment in this plan was for mmch more than thet. The final
sirategic plan is 3 nearly 400 page document that will puide tourizm and ecomomic
development for the next three years.

Ax part of its conwmanity rezearch Worth Star condacted immence research and
planning that imvolved reviewing existing community materials and vast effors
o Zzin mput from locsl cifizens. Dhring Morh Star's visit o Mitchell Counnty,
the team traveled from the Blue Pidge Parkway to Foan Mountain, stopping
at dozens of assets throughot the connty. The team beld in-person individual
mterviews, creative workshops, and conumunity focus groups, in additon to
phone mterviews. Morth Star also cammied out consamer awareness and percepiion
studies through mterviews abowt Mitchell Coumty with excternal mfluencers and
surveyed visitors and non-visitors to Mitchell Counry from within Morth Carolina
to Zain meight abont external perceptions. Morth Star also analyzed competitive
positoning.

Biesearch dats was analyzed for wending insights that hone in o the Mitchell
Coumty story. These insights were fonneled into 3 strategic brand platform, which
reads as follows: “For those who seek measure in its purest form, Mitchell County,
centerad smongst the oldest and greatest monntains of Westem Morth Carolina, is
the source for both ancient inspiration and modern interpretation, providing clarity
and perspecive m 3 nodsy world.”™

The brand narrative expands on the platform. An excerpt reads: “Along the
winding Blue Ridze Parkway, yet off the beaten path, Mitchell Coumnty is a mea-
sure frove where you'll uncover life’s most sought after pems in all forms. Here,
vou'll find nature’s welcoming sense of place that renews your conpection to the
things that matter most. And whether yon discover gems you can bold m yoor
hand or in vour heart. all are worth the jonrmey.™

“Wiitchell County... Seek + Find™ was chosen as the soapline. Among many
reasons, it was chosen bersuse it creates A vibrant sence of sdventare. has a
layered meaning (one can find whatever you are seeking: peace and quiet, gems,
adveniure, culture, history, business opporiumities, etc.), works for residential,
tourism and econmmic development messaging, is short and memorable, and links
to the hidden treasures in the area. Some of the advertising will utilize phrases
aroumd this tagline to highlight Mitchell County in a refreshing way, for example,
Seek: Mounnfain Views, Find: MNew Perspective, or another example, Seek: am
Escape Find: an Ohasis.

Mrtchell Counry has a wonderful spint of creamvity and enmepreneurism, and
the EDC will nse this research to facilitate ways to enhance support and expan-
sipn efforts surounding this cultore and siznificant asset. An external influencer
stated “The creative environment is & critical element in industry recmutment
becanse compamies nead to recruit, and that talent desires an inspiring and infer-
esting place to live. And Mitchell County has it ™

Eeith Holtsclaw, Chair of the EDC Board of Directors and bMitchell Coumty
Commissioner, emphasizes the importance of the plan. “Ower the past few years
every individual who has been on the ballot for County Commdssioner has imdi-
cated a stwong desire for enhancing economic development. This is much easier
said thamn done and requites a strategic plan that is deable and incorporates other
facets including 3 markedng plan After much work and local inpar, the "inchell
Works" strategic plan was presented and endprsed by the Coumty Commis sipmers,
Mumicipalities, Economic Develppment and Chamber of Convmerce boards and
iz now being implementsd. One part of the mplementation was completon of a
marketing plan thet has now been finalized. We are now positioned to move for-
ward with solid plans that will conribute to enhancing the scononty of the coumty.
As Winston Churchill =aid "those whe fail 1o plan, plan to £2il" and we cerminly
do not want to make that mistake ™

The plan will assist the EDMC i its work to strengithen and support exdsting buasi-
nesses, SNCOUTAZE ENiTeprensurism, stract new businesses to the area, as well as
peocple o visit, and maybe even relocate. Laura Verla recently began the role of
Director of the EINC. She smated she is “excited to have this sirsiegic markefing
plan for the county, and look forerard to using it a5 a valiable tool. Work on the
implementation of the plan will begn mmediately. The EDC will utilize Morth
Star's extensive resaarch and stratesy in striving to wansfiorm Bitchell Coumty s
challenges into opporinities and work to develop untapped potential ™

Loura Veria iz the Director qf the Mitchell Coundy EDC
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God Doesn't Give Up

By Wendy Carmon
Afichell Couniy

My busband, Bruce Cannon, sod I love Mitchell
County. I do not believe we are here by accident. Tdo
nof believe any of us are here by accident I believe
we have been placed bere by God to reach the people
around ws for Hirn. We are so glad that God has placed
s here to zerve Him and to serve others,

Mark 5:19 “Go. fo the friends, and fell them how
Ereat things the Lord hath done for thee, and heath had
compazsion an thee. ™

Becanse of some very burtfiol words said by a Circwit
Fiding minister when noy parents were very young and had lost a child to death,
o1y parents stayved away from chnarch for over 40 years. I had very wonderful,
muoral parents; bt they did not raise me m church. Thers was no Bible sitiing ot
on any table, no Bible stories were told, no prayers szid, nothing. My parents did
evenfually mo back to clurch smd T am sure that they are mow with the Lord. T am
5o thanlkefinl that T will zee them azain

My Grandmother was the one who began taking me to charch, but it was not
an easy thing for her to do. She miet resistance. T can remember my srandmpther
a=king my mom on many different occasions to be allowed to fake me and my
siblings to church. By Mom always had a rezson why we could not go; it was
Easter and everyone would think we were going just because it was Easter; it was
Christoas and she didn®t want s to go just because it was Christmas and the rea-
son used most often. .. just plain “We.” Buat, my Grandmother was persistent and
one day when I was nine vears old, nrv Mom allowed my Grandmother to ake us
io charch.

I was the kid who went to church and beard the siories in Sunday School aboat
Hoah, Jonah snd Dramiel snd I thought they were just that. . . stores. I did oot
realize they were real people_ I also remember being embarrassed becanse all the
other kids seemed to know the stories. They knear how to pray and they koo
who Fesns was but I didn’t.

My Grandmother influenced me. When [ was in 3rd grade, my Dad got hurt

and had o z0 to the hospital in smother state and my Moo bad to zo back o wodk.

So, my Grandmother came to Hve with us. I beard her pray at night and I can
also remember my Grandmother talking abowut there being “two in the feld and
one was taken, but the other was left ™ She also zaid that “tero were in the bed and
one would be taken bt the other one wiould be left.™ It scared me MNow, at this
e, my sister and I shared a room and a bed  Being 9 vears old, I must confess,
I hoped if we were in the bed and one was taken it would be me.

Bven though I was a liffle kid. the influence of my Grandmopther, sitting under
the Word in “big church ™ and poing to Sunday School changed me. T understood
that I was a sinner and that Fesns had died to save me 5o, my little gir] heart was
chianzed when I was ten and T accepted the Lord as my personal Lord and Savior.
When I'was 12 vears old, I was given my very first Bible! My other grandmother,
who had 18 children zave each grandchild a Family Bible when they had their
12th birthday So, miy first Bible was 8 big, white Family Bible which I kept out
on my desk in oy bedroom.

Ay birthday is in March and sometime Later thar year I stopped going to
chuoch. Iwas part of the Youath Group at church. Some of the kids in the Youth
Group bart my feelings so I decided I wonld not go back to charch. T don't re-
member what happened, but to & 12-year-old it was important. Amvway, I stopped
zoing to charch. I stayed oot of charch for 2 yvears. During that tme. no one
from the chrch contacted me and asked me to come back. Mo adult came by
the house Mo child from my youth groap asked me to go back. Mo one at charch
searnied to be concerned that this 12-year-old girl no longer amended.

We need to tell people, even children, that we miss them when they are not in
chuoch. Ask God to make yon gware
when people are not there and to zive
you a burden for them Be careful oot to
let someone fall through the cracks. Yo
may be the instrument that is nsed to get
someone back into church.

I had dropped ouat of church and no
one imvited me back. But God. .. God
had not forgotten me. It makes me teary
every fime [ think shont this ttuth. Dur-
on” seemed to care; God woped me. 1
would mde my bicycle on the empty
dirt roads arpund our house and have
the thought, “you need to get back into
chuach. ™ In the evening, T wounld zo
upsiairs to bed and T woald feel an urge
io read my Bible. Eemember, niv Bible
was a very large Family Bible that I kept
on my desk I would get that biz Bible
and sit on my bed and begin to read.

How do youread a book? You begin
reading 4 book st the begmning. T had
no chie that the Bible was different. T
would start at the beginning. Genesis
1:1 "In the beginning Ood creaied the
hegvens and the agrth. ™ [ would do OFE
il T got to “the begats.™ Oh, I would
read some of the begats, but I did not

Mechanism Warranties
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- Mon, thru Sat.

understand all the strangs
names of why they were
lizted and there secmed
1o be =0 many of them.
So, [eonld get lning up
and frustrated. I would
stop reading uafl a few
days later when the Lord
would gently call me
back to His Word and

I wonld begin again to °
read. I would start reading
again at Genesis 1:1.1
can’t tell yvou how many tmes [ read “the bagats.™

Even thouzgh “the begats" seamed borng and hard to understand, God placed
them m Scripmre and reading them taught me something T did not get it mme-
diztely, at as I zot older, I did. Feadmg “the begats™ tanght me that God can use
mvone, inchnding me and inchoding yow, to be a pant of His plan; His ministry.
See, in those names, is the ineage of Christ. od nsed Bahab, the harlot, and
other unlikely people in His lineage. God uses unlikely people today to do amaz-
ing things.

Omer the next two vears I continued o feel the draw to go back o charch.
When I was 14 I finally asked my Mom if T could go back to church. Afier some
persnading she said T counld go. Checasionally, oy Thad would drive me to charch
and drop me off. MMamy times, T had to walk sbout ons quarter mile on a dirt rozd
to catch a ride with my Uncle. When I walked back into church I falt the Lord's
tender embrace and knew beyond a shadow of 2 doabt that [ was where I should
be. It was an sdded benefit that Broce Cannon was there. He seemed to be mter-
ested in me and I was inferested in him. He has now been my hushand for almost
39 years.

More importantly, my Jesns was there as well. Ibegan to grow in the Lord and
I wanted to grow in Christ. The Lord has never left me in all the vears thar have
followed. He connnues to tenderly embrace me and woo me to Hmseif I can

Wendy Cannon serves with her risband, Bev. Bruce Connon, at Bear Creek Bap-
rint Church She stafes, T love wastern North Caroling and am so happy the Lond
iz laiting us zerve Him kare in thiz very beautjful part gf the State.”

Youth group, Bear Creek

¥
2hase &
USED
APPLIANCES
Qo st i
* W repair all major brands of appliances.
* We repair Moniter Heaters!

g R 'H.'-.—a..ﬁ
Cashit. Don‘t Trash itt Tl
We buy your used appliances! [JE /2%y
- D.le
B U T + Stoves
828-766-9005 = (Cell) 828-766-9389  * Refrigerators

. Lifft Chairs

by Med-lift & La-Z-Boy

~ Many styles
& colors now in stock.

274 0@k Avenue
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
Phone: 828-765-5557
WwWW.paoples-furnitUre.com

Featuring:

olifetime Frame and
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 47

Mdany of us remember that just a few short years ago, Worth Caroling was burdened with the hizhest tages in the Sountheast and one
of the worst fax climates i the nation. But over the past six years, Fepublican state leaders have mnplemented major and nationally
recognized tax cuts and tax reforms. Mow, Morth Careling businesses and citizens pay billions of dollars less in taxes. Our state boasts
the best tax climate in the region and the 11th best nanonally.

I was pleased to co-sponsor lemislation that wonld empower vorers to keep income taxes low by amending the Morth Carolina Con-
stitution. If the bill becomes law, voters will consider a constitutional amendment oo the Movember, 201 8 ballot to lower the marinmnm
personal income tax rate in Morth Caroling from 10 percent o 5.5 percent. The amendment does not limit the growth of state govern-
ment spending based on chanzes in populanon snd inflation — a provision erroneoushy described by critics as TABOR.

Since Republican tax cots have helped create hundrads of thousands of Merth Carolins jobs and 3 half-billion dollar budger sarplus,
and simce Gov, Fuoy Cooper has said he does not want to raise taxes, we hope be will enthusiastically support this constitutional amend-
MEni

I am a primary sponsor of Senste Bill — 73 Modernize Mursing Practice Act. A major challenge facing ealth care consumers foday
is access to guality care, particulatly in rural areas of our state where long commoutes for medical tweatment are often necessary. This
legislation will address that concem by expanding the role of advanced practice registered nurses (APFEMs) by allowing them to diag-
nase and prescribe reatment withont the supervision of a licensed physician. If passed, this legislation would improve access to quality
healith care in our state while containing costs for taxpavers, employers, and patients.

Apother bill, which [ co-sponsored, is Senate Bill 24 — Allow Festaurants o Use Curdoor Grills. This bill would allow restanrants o
nse gutdoor grills to prepars food while also protecting the safety of the consumer. Specific safety criteria pmst be met by the restauramnt
in order to lawfolly use an outdoor grill for food preparation: the zrill nmst be made of stambess stesl. have 3 semi-permanent cover, and
be cleaned daily. All food st be processed within a sanitary kitchen or indmor preparation facility. This bill will expand the capabili-
fies of small business while also protecting the health of the customer.

As glways, please share your thoughts with me on this or other issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hiseim
ncleg.net or calling me at 919-T33-3460,

Sen. Ralph Hise

Ralph.
919-733-3460

NC House District 86

In Proverbs 21:20, the Bible savs “In the howse of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, bur a feelizh man devours ail ke has. ™
I am inclined to the view that this is wisdom Morth Carolina’s state govermment would be smart to heed. After 3 period of poordy
conirolled state spending with little regard for fohare econmmic downturns or emergencies, voters chose a new legislative majority that
began in 2011 to make great strides to get the state’s finances in order. As a result of both tax cnis and other sound financial moves, by
the end of the fiscal vear on June 30, 2017 we antcipate having an addifional $532.5 million in collected revenues beyond what was
expected The state’s recently delivered Consensns Forecast anticipates revennes will incresse over the next two years by substantially
mipre than a billion dollars. That same foreczst predicts gains in BMorth Caroling s employment, wage increases, and, therefore, honse-
hold income. If the GGeneral Fund Consensns Forecast is comect, we could perhaps see 100,000 new jobs m 2017

We can I 'believe, credit these improvemsnts i our stare’s economy to the wise decisions mads snd implemented simee 2011, The
sipnificant sdditions made to our state’s “nest epg™ or “rainy day find™ has not hampered fonding crineal nesds in areas such as educa-
tion, transportation and paying off a sizeable 525 billion debt mn up to the federsl government prior to 2011 for borrowed unemploy-
meent benefits that our state’s employers had to pay off. We are not resting on our Laarels. Despite criticism of our savings from Gow.
Cooper, moy fellow legislators and I will confine to take a jadicious approach to spending. We will reduce waste wherever we can
We will mamtain our commitments to Morth Carelina’s smdents and teachers. We will continue our policies to Zrow our eConomy
with regnlatory reforms and favorsble tax and spending policies.

Rep. Hugh Blackwell
919-733-3805
Hugh Blackwell@incleg net
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YOUR GO IMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

Cm Famnary 27th, 2017, T had the bonor to march with nmdreds of thonsamds of
Americans, from all different backgrounds on the amniversary of Foe v. Wade for
the 44th anmeal March for Life. Vice President Mike Pence became the first White
House representative to speak at the March for Life, speaking boldly and clearly
about the nght to life. In his remarks, he reiterated President Donald Truomp's corm-
mitment to be a pro-life President and appoint a pro-life Supreme Court Tustice,
What a privilege to take part and stand for protecting the anbormn.

It iz an historic tme in America; I believe we are witnessing 3 renewal of sorts
where 3 oulfure of life in America is being brought to the forefront, hearts and minds
are changing on the subject of abortion. For too long we have been the torchbearer
for aborfion all over the world, at now is the time that we become the forchbeares
for life for all nations, that we would be the City on a hill that all would see.

202-225-6401 America is at a crossroads. We have 3 new Administration in the White House
wawwmesdows house 50%  thar celebrates life and is commirted to defending it. Last week, I was proud o
support HE. 7, the Mo Taxpayer Funding for Abertion Act, which I'm bopeful
will soon go o President Tnunp's desk to be signed into Llaw. In the coming weeks,
Congress will also bave the oppormity to take another important step in the fight to
defend life: definding sbortion giant Planned Parenthood.

I am encouraging my Fepublican colleagues to hold to the comminnent we made to the American people and inchide lanmmage to
sirip federal fimding from Planmed Parenthopd — the largest abortion provider in the couniry — and demonstrate a clear, firm cormmis-
ment to the idea of the sanctity of Life

Thank youn to the so many who continges to speak out for the unbom. May we never forget that life is precions.

NC House District 118

A consencus forecast betwreen the General Assembly's Fiscal Research Division and the Office of State Budzet and Manapgsment
predicts Morth Carolins’s 2016-17 tax collecmons will be 5552 million more than forscast.

North Careling s one of only four states running swch 3 large budpet surplus. Mawy states across the nation are stmgzling doe to fis-
cal mismanagerment and inflexible economies with entrenched special intetests. Meamwhile, we're expected to outpace odzet projec-
tioms and mon a surplius once again

The predicted sugplus is “the result of stronzer-than-sxpected wage zrowth, increasing both Personal Income tax and Sales tax col-
lections.” according to the revemie report. Ohar state continues to solidify itself 2: one of the fastest growing, most vibrant and most
agile econmmies in the nation.

The spead and agility by which our state’s econoiny continnes o grow is only possible because of the tax cuts and regulatory reform
pui in place in the past few years. We're allowing businesses to grow the economy by removing the shackles placed on markets over
decades of nseless regulatory overreach.

By focnsing on what matters and cutting spending in places where state govermment never should have been in the first place, sur-
phases in the past few years have allowed us to fund priorides that matter. For exampla:

- Teachers are making more than they ever have in Morth Carolina — even when accounsing for inflation — by 2 wide margin. 919-T33-3732

= Onperall education spending is greater than it has ever baen in Morth Careling — again, even when accounfing for mflatdon.

= State employees have received raises, as have state refirees.

= Crur state has well in excess of 31 billion in savings, which allowed us to easily cover damage from Huwmicane Matthew and wild-
fires arpumd noy district Last year.

Worth Carelina is thriving. Pecple are coming to our state from across the conniry — they re nilding families, homes and peaceful
and prosperons lives for themselves,

I'm sure we'll hear nothing buat deom and gleom from the media, the handfal of protesters they'll cover extensively a select few
others who refise to examine the facts. It's hard to argue with nuombers, though, and data show our state is performing among the best
in the United States.

NC House District 85

I try to find commmen ground on every issue that Toan. That is my style and that is the way I like to work. However, there are some
things that are sacTosanct and withowt compromise. A fow of those isswes are; 2 Amendment rights, Pro-Life, Mamiage Another izssue
that I don't work on 2t the state lewvel that much but is just as important, is our countries unapologetic support for Israsl.

Thar is why I cosponsored House Bill 161, short title for the bill is: AN ACT REQUIRING STATE DIVESTMENT FROM AN
PROHIBITING S5TATE AGENCIES FROM CONTEACTING WITH, COMPANIES THAT BOYCOTT ISEAEL. The bill basically
Tequires the Morth Carolina State Treasurer and other state agency’s to divest of amy imestments from company s of entities that are
engzaged in a boyooit of the State of Iszael.

I am strongly in faver of this bill. Israel has been 3 staunch ally of the United States and a beacon for freedom in the Middie East for
over 60 years. That relanonship iz essential to the security and peace of the United States,

HE 14] goes on to say: Whereas, it is the public policy of the United States, as enchrined m sewers] federal acts, to oppose boyootis
against Israel and Conpress has comchaded as 8 matter of national rade policy that cooperston with Tsrael matenally bensfits United
States compsanies and improves American compettivensss; and Wheress, Israel in particular is knoom for its dynamic and innovative

Josh Dobson approach m many business sectors, and, therefore, a company's decision to discriminate against [srael, Israsli entities, or entities that
Josh Dobsonj@neleg net  do business with or in Israel is an unsound business practice making such 3 company an unduly risky confracting parmer or vehicle for
919-T33-5862 investment; and

Whereas, Morth Caroling seeks to act to implement Congress's announced policy of "examining a company's promotion or compli-
ance with unsanctioned boyootts, divesoment from, or sanctioens against Istael as part of its consideration in awarding grants and con-
tracts and supporis the divestment of State assets from companies that support o promote actons o boyoott, divest ffom, or sanction
Tarael"

It is crincal for the United States and for Month Carolina to stand strong with Israel and do whatever it takes to make sure this rela-
tonship endures for zeperations to come.
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast
11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion

and the Surrounding Communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community

%\:-J and a greener environment. é"y
/
Pssk about our ongoing recycling program <r
and how you can participate in our conributions
to Hospice of McDowell County

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Avery County Schools

Love the Bus
Ey David Burleson
Avery Cownty

Avery Coumey i one of the most beautifial places on earth
and hag some of the most spectacnisr views 2 person will find
smywhere. With the beauty of our ares comes some of the
st dangenons roads moour state. The 2,300 oriles our oses
iravel each day create a challenge for amy driver in any type
vehicle especially a school bus. Thankfnlly we have some of
the mwest competent bus drivers in the ooy

Tio homor Tnes drvers, the Morth Caroling Deparmment of Public Instoction (THCD2T)
has designated the month of Felimiary as “Love the Bus™ manth 10 express onr sincere
Eppreciaton o our doivers. According to the American School Bus Cowmcil (ASBC)
nations] school ises carmy approcimately 26 million children safely to and from schools
each day. Asrery County Schools
travels 2303 miles daily, and
transports 1,120 stndents served by
30 bases and 30 dovers. Transpori-
ing smdents imvalves eammwork and
I,,_,'_r effort as we smife for efficiency and
safety.
= InNonh Carolins, over 700,000

puiic school sadents ride in 14,000

| School Support Division Dizector
Ben Matthews said the bensfits of
d zrhool s ranspartation ans not
]mﬂaimsmﬁx?.ﬂsmuuﬂmmkemeschmlhﬂmm&mrm
irmpacts are significant. " Traffic conpestion and polhition can be redoced armmd schoods,
Dot o mention the foel savings for family cars. I this econonoy, lots of fmilies are look-
ing for ways to trm their fued budgets " Matthews said Here are smne mare facs about
school uses and some safety tps:

Fact Sheet: School Bus Safety

= The Matonal Academy of Sdences, the U5 Departroent of Transpomation and
other muthorities azree that schiool boses are the safest form of ansporation for geiting
children to and from school.

= Somne 480,000 school boses camy 26 million children — more theem half of Amer-
a"s sehaoabchildren

= Students are shout 50 times more Bkealy to smve af school slive if they take the bos
than if thery drive them=elves or nde with friends. Smdents are pmach safer nding te
s than being driven by a parent, and are ghout 20 times naore Hkely to ammive o school
alive if they ake dee bus than if a parent doives them

= Schoo] buses derease our dependence on foreizn odl twough an aponal savmes of
23 hillion mallons of fiel.

= A M-mile rovmd-trip school comnmate saves an approximate #4420 aomnally for each
student who rides the bas and an approxdimste 5109 billion natiomvide.

= Large school tises are heawvier and distribate crash forces differently teen do passen-
ger cars and lizht tracks. Becanse of these differences. the crash forces experienced by
oooupants of boses are nmch less than that experienced by ocoupants of passenger cars,
Lipdnt tracks or vans.

= Safety featores mchading the color and size of school buses, heizht reinforred sides,
fiashine red lights, oross view mirrors, and crossing snd stop sizm amms ensure children
ame protected md seonre on and off tie s,

= Schood bus drivers are highly fraimed professionals m siedent behavior management,

= Dirivers participate in pre-employment and random drug‘alochol testing, a5 well as
freguent driving record checks, and swhmit to back sromnd chedks and periodic medical
exams to keep their Commercial Dover's License (CTHL) with a School Bus Endorse-
ment.

= The schood bos mdasiry operases by a set of safety, secunfy, bealth md driver gualifi-
cation guidelines that meet, and m some cases encesd, federal and state laws, and ensure
that school buses are the safpst mode of ansportation for our nation’s schoolichildren.
Safety tips for stadents:

= Be slext to maffic. Check maffic both ways before endting the bus.

= Make eye contact with the tus driver; wait for his'her signal before crossing the
Smesl

= Walk n fromt of the bus; never walk behind the bas to cross the sirest.

= While waiting for the bus, stay in a safe place sway from the smest

= Before leaving the sidewalk, look for the fisshing red hzhis.

= Mewer po near or under the bas to retrieve something vou've dropped.
Safety tips for paremnts:

= Beview the safefy tips with your child regolarly.

= (3t to know the parents of other riders as well as shadent ridiers with vour child.

= Team up with other parents o get imvolved and monitor bus stops and bos rouses.
Voice concerns mumediately to your school distmict.

= Aptend “hack to school™ night and four your child's school bus.

= (3t to knowar your schsol’s ranspomation coordinator and your child’s s dnver.

= Feap phope members handy in case the bus i delayed or in the event of an emes-
Bency

Please join me in the campaien o thaok our drivers and transportston deparment for
their dedication and dilizent work. On behalf of Asrery County Schools, ““Thenk you,
Bus Drivers, Brisn King-Direcior of ACS Transportation, Limds Fime-Transportation
Informetion hanspement Specialist md our Transpomation Mechanics for ensunng st
our stadenis are safe and cared for 2s ey ravel on our tuses. We tmaly appreciae you!™

Diavid Burleson is Supermzendent af the Awvery County Schools
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Foothills Bible College

Spring Quarter Begins

By Tom Walker . kT E
McDowell County ! : Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

The Spomg Cruarer will begin oo March 13th at Foothills

Baptist Bible College. This is the 4th years of operanon; the |5 : L
e IR first graduating class was beld last sum- = HRI FT I ORE
::"' _ _1'-‘5; meT. i

¥, l;ll bl FBEC is a place where men and wom-
' RN 4y e cam leam more about the truths of the Word of God. Itis LOCATED ON HwY. 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO
{ . = . the belief of the schoaol and its administration that the Bible is

| the imspired, inerrant and infallible Word of God. The school (828)-688-6400

; rejects the idea that the Bible only contains or that it becomes
the Word of the Lord. It is God's truth for every generation
Both men and women alike are welcome to siudy 2t Foothills Baptist Bible
College. The school is not only for preachers, teachers and missionaries, it is also STQH_E HOURS ARE:
& place where people can go and learn more abowt what God has to sav to this -
EEneration. TUES-dﬂ}" thru Fri dﬂ}" 8:30-5:00
The facnlry has the proper educational qualifications and 3 heart for the snudents ; ¥ k
and their welfars and concems. Every instactor has reached the Thoctoral level in Sﬂturdﬂ.}' e 9 C DD" 12 3 D
the educational process. =
Cme can eam an Associate Degres A Bachelor Degres 4 Masters Depres. or 4 S un da}r & M'ﬂ“d a}r E IGSEd

Daoctoral degree in theslogy or Christian Education. Ta hs 7 Te ' 4 1 1
o gty il A We have a huge variety of items including;

It gives them an oppormity to Eeep working their jolbs aod yet have a night to - . .

come to frther their education. Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
The courses which will be taught i the Spring quarter are as follows:

Period 1-The Book of Genesis- Dr. Gary Laney- 6:30-7:05 PR . i

Period 2-The Book of Revelation II- Dr. Tom Walker- 7-10-7:45 PM. ]EWEH'?, tools : books, small dp pilance 5,

Period 3-The Bock of Isaiah- Dr. Eric Grindstaff- 7:55-8:30 PM.

Period 4-The Bock of Acts- Dr. Tom Walker- 8:35-9:10 PM. . . T "
Tl ciatans cas btk T ok vi flsy com B el X gk s bed linens, pictures, building materials

diploma or a GED is required to take courses for credit. They can be sudited with-

haw high school diploma. Anditing means 1 come to class, listen o : ~ . ~
gmﬁf:m,ﬁmmﬂ‘;ﬁ;bﬁmﬂﬂ;‘:ﬂfz‘;ﬁ,ﬁmﬁ;ﬁnﬁ; Great Selection ~Great Prices “Great Cause

students smdying for credit have o complete.
The first class bemins on March 144h at 6:30 BB, You can register for classes by

calling 828-442-7015 for more infonnation or to pre-register. If you can sigm up = i > B

early before the firse day of classes, it would be halpfinl in pre-ordering materials. ij ‘Hospice and Palliative

Prospective siadents can call for an appointment. Care of the Pylue :-J{idqt e
Wisit the school web site at www FoothillsBEC o1, ; _ ; WSt

Tom Waalker is Precident of Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zion Hill commerty Tanplon of {Xguchal

Baprist Chureh tn Marfon, NC.

Be a Light in the Life of a Hospice Patient
Become a Hospice Volunteer

"atients coping with end-of-life often feel isolated and alone even when they are surrounded
by love. Care-givers often experience similar feelings. The responsibilities of care-giving can

make it difficult to find time to take a nap or to simply 20 grocery shopping and run errands

sometimes it helps to have a new friend. Someone who offers the gift of time. Someone who
offers a listening ear. Someone who can shine their ight when darkness pushes in. Hospice
volunteers do just that and more. They offer hope and joy during the most difficult of times.

Consider becoming a Hospice volunteer. Your presence will be a blessing and you will be

blessed. For more information contact Kathy Honeycutt at (828)-765-5677

/ﬁ\ Hospice & Palhiative
\v, Care of the Blue Ridge
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BUCHANAN & YOUNG

BURNSWYILLE | NOQRTH CARDLINA
e AN Y TR BT P P8 T P L, T T __# " .lu-- ﬂnnm
e

TRUCK ) MONTH

Mew 2015 Ram ProMaster Mew 2016 Ram 4500
City SLT Wagon 4WD Crew Cab

MNew 2016 Ram 5500 New 2016 Ram 3500
4WD, H.D. Dump 4WD Western Bed

Mew 2017 Ram 1500 Kew 2017 Ram 2500
ega Truck ﬂuad Cab Tradesman Truck Crew Cab

BUCHANAN & TYOUNG, Ime.

East Main Street - Burnsville, NC g%
(828) 682-2194 ... ¢ ror o 65

www.buchananyoung.com

Allan's Offerings

Plow Sow Reap
By Allan Buchanan

Even az I have seem, they that plow imiguily, and sow
wickadness, reap the same. Job 4:8 (KT

Webster's definition of iguity is "a gross injustce,
wickedness 3 wicked act or thing, sin " Therefore, I take
this to =3v that a person who “plows wickedness or sows
wickedneass will reap wickednoss. The same conld also be
szid about 2 pood person with pood intentions. One who
plows good and then sows good will reap good.

It"s no secref our days are geiting longer and warmer Spong is aronnd the cor-
per. Mamy of you will be mekimg plans for 2 garden Your plans mnst inclode tormn-
ingz ower the soil to prepare a3 seedbed. You must plow the land. Once that's done
you will take the seeds of your favorite vegetables and sow them. God provides
the sun and rain that's needed for the seeds to urst forth undergroond and push
up through the top sodl. You will work to keep weeds from choking the growth
You may need to guard the plants from animals which would feed off them. Ar the
end of the season, when the plants have reached their full development. it will be
time for you to resp the benefits of your work.

I beliewe (zod places his children where thedr life and their testimony can plow,
o and reap souls for His kingdom. It's nry desire that everyons balieve on Jesus
at an early age so they will have a lifetime to work for Him

Bible Drll represents an excellent way to plow, sow and reap. It elps children
edge, memorization and applica-
tion of Scrpmre. When thinking
shout Children's Bible Dimull
{(Grades 3-8). I immediawely think
of Martha Burleson. For nearly 50
years, she has worked with many
young lives helping them hide
God's Word in their heart They
can recall these Scriptures at sy
time throughout thedr life to fight
off Satan.

Twenty-five years ago, Shermi
Buchanan joined MMartha at Bear
Creek working with the children.
Sherri's hean's desire is to reach
people for Christ and Bible Drll
is ber favorite way to do so. After
she worked alongzide MMartha for
one year, Martha went to Led-
ger Baptist Church and began 2 Bible drili winners ar Bear Creek
Children's Bible Dirill Minisry
there. After 3 few vears there, she retumed o Bear Creek and stamted the Wee
Dmillers {Ages 4 years to Grade 2). Bible Dinll is 3 famity affair for hiarths as
well. Her oldest son, Fonnie and his wife, Ehonda worked with the Youth Bible
Dmill (Grades 7-9) for twenty yesrs. They also worked with High School Drill and
Spesker’s Toumament (Grades 10-12). Martha's dsughter, Marsha Leftermam, has
assisted Shermi for 7 years as well Brimey Carver and her myother, Sheila Speight,
became leaders after Fonmie and Fhonda passed the Youth Hible Drill om in 2016,
Ome driller, Jessica Pitman (Biddix), also belped Shem afier finishing the hizh
school drills. Bartha told me that long before she got involved, the late Vessie
Willis and Feba Willis started the legacy of Children’s Bible Drill st Bear Creek
Baptist Clnarch. Terry Duncan remembers Wirginia (5is) Fermnson working with
him as 3 boy in Bikle Drll

Each driller needs to know 25 verses, 10 key passages and all the books of the
Eible Today, Shemi is getting the children ready for competition drills that begin
in March 3rd graders only compete at Charch Dnll; 4ih - 6th graders compete
at Associational Dirills and these winmers go on to compete ai Begional (State)
Dmlls in April. Ezch driller is allowed 12 mistakes at Chorch Drills, 8 ar Associa-
tion Dirills and 4 at Fegional Dirills. A6l Children Dirillers that compets for 3 years
are recosmized by the Associztion. Then, if they continne on in Youth Drills for
3 more vears, they are once again recognized for § outstanding years by the As-
sqCiation and are given 3 gift

I don't remember having these drills when I was a boy. Watchimg these children
through the yesrs makes me very proud of each one They wouldn't be nearly as
sworessful in Bible Drlls without the support of parents and srandparents. Tust
think, (od’s Word is stored away in their memonies for ever Mothing and oo one
can take it from them “Thy word kave I kid in seine heart, that T mdght not 2in
aEains? thee. ™ Psalms 119211 ETV

With Jesus® remum heavily oo cur minds, it would be zood for all of us to en-
courage more children to participate m Bible Drills. Mo electronic gadzet or sport
should take the place of time spent leaming God's Word.

Allen Buchanan i a fheelance Christian writer: Allen attends Bear Creek Baptizt
church.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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"BRIAN CE

NTER
In A Highly Regulated Industry

Achieved A Rating

of
ZERO

Deficiencies

REPORT CARD Covers all Aspects

of Operations
* Medical * Dietary
* Nursing * Food Preparation
* Rehabilitation  « Financial

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

Brian Cente

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 we found out that the 1sland was
called  (Acts 2B:1)

6 your heart will _ and swell with
joy (Isa 60:3)

10 The Lord has done this, and it is
marvelous in __ eyes (Matt 21:42)
13 on your way m safety, and your
il not shumble (Prov 3:23)

14 Mo one knows about that day or
_ {Matt 24:36)

15 m the earth in those days; and

after that {Gen &:4)

16 Eatmotof 1t . nor sodden at all
with water (Exodus 12:9)

17 Some of the teachers of the law
. "Well sand, teacher!" (Luke
20:3%

19 Raise Lift (Heb 11:15)

21 Sharper __ any double-edged
sword (Heb 4:12)

22 low tech form of Old Testament
transpertation

23Both  and lugh mch and poor,
topether (Fs. 492

24 and Dumzh and Eshean
(Joshua 15:52)

27 they did not thank 1t worthwhale

to _ the knowledze of God (Fom
1:28)

29 a net by the wayside; they have set
__ forme (Ps 140:5) KTV

31 "1 don't know," he replied. "
____ oy brother's keeper?” (2.1 (Gen
4:9%

33 much less man, who isbuta
(Tob 25:6)

33 there before me was
twio horms (1.3} (Dian 8:3)
36 by him we cry, . Father (Fom
8:15)

319 0pewhois 1o lus work 15
brother to one who destrovs (Prov
18:5)

41 under the shady trees, m the covert
of the read, and __ (Tob 40-21)
(ETV)

42 Swurely there 15 3
(Job 28:1)

43 They neither worship the LOED
nor ___ fo the decress (2 Kmmgs 17:34)
45 No __ sews a patch of unshromk
cloth on an old (Matt 9:18)

46 a quarter of a cab of seed _ for
five shekels (2 Eings 6:23)

48 of the teachers of the law
(Luke 20-46)

52 small 15 the pate and narrow the
___ that leads to hife (Matt 7:14)

M and aquarter of 3 of seed pods
for five shekels (2 K1 6:23)

53 or goat hair, ram skins dyed
(Exod 35:23)

57 By the sweat of your ___ vou will
eat vour food (Gen 3:19)

59 guards his own bouse, lus posses-
sions __ (3.4) (Luke 1:21)

60 the Babylonians, that nithless and
___ people (Hab 1:68)

63 on wings hke sagles; they will
and not grow weary (Isa 40:31)

&4 Some people are ke along the
path (Mark 4:15)

635 and dymk with hom afferhe
from the dead (Acts 10:41)

66 and wore 2 of scale armor (1
Sam 17:5)

with

for the silver

68 premue pest (Prov 6:6)

69 Now shall the _ tremble in
the day of thy fall (Ezek 26:18)
ETV

70But __ Thaversen Iwill go
ahead of you mto Gahlee (Matt
26:32)

DO

2 ____wnimess who pours out

lias (1 (1, 5} (Prov 6:19)

3 But when vou are invited, take

the  place (Luke 14:13)

4 when vou give _ the needy,

do not announce 1t with trumpets

(Mlatt 6:2)

5From _ they zailed back to

Antioch (Aets 14:26)

6 Each ome  down lus staff and

it became a snake (Bx 7:12)

7 As for all the lulls once cult-

vated by the  (Isaiah 7:25)

£ where moth and ____ destroy,

and where thieves break (Matt

6:19)

9 Do not take advantage of a

widow oran ___ (Ex 22:2%)

10 no one pours new wime mto
__ wineskms (Mark 2:32)

11 with their tongues they have

__ deceit (Romans 3:13)

12Afool's talk brmgs a

back (Prov 14:3)

15 a prophetess, | the daugh-

ter of Phanuel (Luke 2:36)

16 they were being attacked at

both front and (2 Che 13:14)

18 Of the oaks of Bashan have

thev made thine  (Ezsk 27:6)

ETvV

20 which he had taken with

from the altar (Isa &6:6)

25 he tore the hon apart with has
__ hands (Judz 14:12)

26 the axles, . spokes and hubs

ware all of cast metal {1 Kmgs

7:33)

28 therecame  of God

unto Eli (1,3} (1 Sam 2:27)

29 for sharpenimg forks and axes

and for repointmz (1 Sam

13:21)

30 On the seventh day the pniest 13

to exanune the  (Law 13:34)

312 The LOED God took the

and put him m the Garden (Gen

2:15)

34 Twill be

(Ps 9:2)

35 the clond was over the tab-

emaclecnly  days (1.3}

(T 92009

36 And Israel vowed

the LOED (1.3} (Bum 21:2)

37 youngest son of Jacob (nick-

name) (Gen 35:18)

38 Eing Dawid homself walked

behind the (2 Sam 3:31-32)

40 I was among the exiles by the

___ Emver (Ezek 1:1)

44 wafe of Isaac (Fom 9:10) KTV

to has

____ and rejoice In you

umio

46 the tongue 15 a small _ of the
body (James 3:3)
47 zolden wials full of |, wihich

are the prayers of samits (Bev 5:8)
ETvV

49 The ark came to rest on the
mountains of _ (Gen B:5)

]
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SDand vouwill __ every tomgue  1:14)

that accuses vou (Isa 54:17) 80 Forthe LOED yourGod
Slanverwentoutef  fo consuming fire (2.1 (Deut 4:24)
water the parden (Gen 2:10} 6l Can voumake 2 of him like a
53And  begat Jesse and baird (Tob 41:5)

Jesse begat David (Futh 4:22) G52 Ofwhat 15 money in the hand
SMandtodemide all  of dispute  of a fool (Prov 17:16)

and aszault (Dewt 21:5) 67 m the image  God he created
56 To our God and Father be glory  lum (Gen 1:27)

for ever and ever. _ (Phal 4:20) _

58 His head and hair were white Sofution o poge 14

Lke . as whate as snow (Eev

417 N Main St Suite 2, Marion, NC (Next to Tractor Supply)
New and Gently Used
Fumiture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Materials

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation
All Donations Help Support Hospice of McDowell County

i Neow providing . . .
QmS ice\ 3 $ Sefe Harber
FMEDIJWEI l ’ Pﬁd’uﬁm Caﬁﬂhﬂ
Home is Where the Heart is

When to consider Safe Ha r'hr:rr Palliative Care:
* [ you o someane you know is living with a serious illness
= Yiou want care that is available at hame
* You need additional support for managing symploms

What can Palliative Care do for you?

= Provide additional support during & struggle with serious illness
= Asssst with making referrals to ather community resaurces
« Coltaborate with your team of medical specialists

828-659-7068

www.homenc.org
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By Pam Jensen

Spruce Pme. M.C Western Morth Carolima anthor
Tamie DaVos will launch ber neweast release “The Art
of Breathing™ on MMarch 11, 2017 from 11 am-1 pm at
The Market on Ok store in downtown Sprice Pine
M= DeVos will discuss her new ralease and sign
boaks for those in attendance.

“From anthor Janie DeVos comes a poignant snd
richly detziled novel sef in the 1930s in Worth Caroli-
na, where ome young woman sttuggles to save her own
life—and finds the soength o mly live . "-MNetGalleay

When Kathryn Cavanaugh steps owver the threshold of the Pelham Sanatorium
in 1954, she has no idea when, or if, she will ever leave it again Despite the rise
of promising new treatrnents, Tuberculesis is sHll feared and often fatal. But

twenty-four-year-old Kate has proven ber rezilience before, leaving her Blue p
Ridpe Mountzin horne for a very different life in the city with her ambitions attor- 20 / 7
ney hnshand, Geoffrey. For the sake of her famidly, aspecially her young son, sha's ‘Zﬂ-mf

determined to get healdhy again

The sanatornom is 3 srange battlefield, with every patent fighting for sumaval : . ’ﬂti.! w&zq
mmdsunnmhmgmmguftuls mm,mﬂmfnrcaﬂrmKaEqmckljﬁnds : B
oa ber ward—and a growing
pass, the hospital's confines
come to offer more indepen-
dence than Geoffrey's preocou-
pation with stats ever allecaned.
discovery comes the courage to
contemplate the choices she kas
made—and perhaps, the chance
o breathe frealy at last_..

DrVios began her freelance
Creations, in 2000, and began
composing verses for several
greeting card companies. Then,
How High Can You FlyT DeVos’
first hardrowver picture book pab-
lished through Fiver Finad Press,
made its debut n 2001 In 2003,
&s. DeVios® second hardoover . . | o, le
picture book, The Path Winds JANIE DEVYOS

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

(1 bk}
Both books grabbed rhe at- SHOP LOCAL?™ wwwgrassycregkclothing.com
tention of a New York publisher, Exst End Publishing_ and in 2007, Ms. DeVos®

e e | (raSSY Cregl

that it be produced in sofi-cover. It was, and fo date it has sold ower 80 000 cop-

ies In the spring of 2012, Deos once again teamed up with seasoned publisher c ._ -. H N ( ;
Pat Avery to release her latast children’s book, The Shopkeeper’s Bear. It was

raleazad in MNovember of that year, and has become a fan favorite.

In 2015, DeVos’ frst adlt novel found a bome with presigions Kensingon. {12457 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Publishing. Beneath 8 Thousand Apple Trees was released in the fall of 2016, L :
and its sequal. The Art of Breathing, will be releassd in February, 2017. Recently, ""””f::émm' Sml HEE:FEE;}'?“EP” | Eﬁfﬁm
Kensington signed Die'Vos fo a three-book series about old Florids, begimming in

the 1870's. The first book in the Glory
Land series is set to be released in De-
cember, 2017, with the second and third
books planned for publication in 2018.
The Market on Osk is located ar 262

: 2 Morganton Locations:
Crak Avenpe, Spruce Pine, MC. For
more information call 828-7§5-0571.

| o
et Jackson Hewitt eiwstenrmamss

The Marker on Ogk is & vibrant life- ; : 828-433-4455 828-448-2243

style destination where Month Carolina
craft people, fammers, nmsicians and
authors from Western Morth Carolina

T INSTANTLY GET

Mountains.
Crur non-profit mission is to provide

the gifted vibrant people of our region—
2 way to supplement their neome domg

what they lowe and what they know best.
We want to be a place where you can

come in the store, shop, smile and Llaugh
and leam shout our cultre. Then we Your Tax Prep Fees
of $100 or more

wani you to take & piece of “our way of
With this coupon. Notvalid with any other offer, Expires 41517.

T E YOUR TAXES.

Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce. MINIMUM TAX PREF FEE REQUIRED.
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By Een and Jan Metop
Avery Counfy

Another hot sununer day was emerging. My
hnsband, Ken kad gone out to mow the lawn in
the early moming “coolness.” Sometime later, I
realized the mower wasn't dismpting the mom-
ing quiet anymore. I stepped out in the backyard
and watched as be patiently persevered un-

winding a clinging vine that had wrapped itself

around our split leaf philodendron.

Those plants have broad stems and I™ve never ssen vines encroach them Tt
fimally zave way with his careful, persistent wrainding, snipping and pulling. At
last, the philodendron was released fiom the grasp of the vine.

And, that was 3 good thing as the vine would have evenally taken over and
choked out the life of the plant.

Have you ever experienced being that philodendron? Another person seems
io think you are their source and they drain the very energy fiom you, depleting
yvou whensver you're in their presence. It's an unhealthy simation needing o be
remedied by gentle, tut persistent untanzling that leads to releassa,

However, there iz a clinging that should take place spirimally which is acteally
walcomed and encouraged.

Apnyone whi has ever been in God’s waiting room knows heear difficult it is o
walt. And yet we are encouraged in passages in the Bible to do just that.

For example, one of ooy favorite passages is Psalm 27: 14 NETW where it says,
“Wait on the Lord; be of pood covrage, and He shall stremgthen your heart, Wi,
Tzay, on the Lord. ™

This is mot inactive waiting. We don’t sit back in our lazy chair and do noth-
ing. We gef to work with whatever it is God has placed in our hands to do....
right where we are...as we waif for him to move. And m our ‘goed courage’ God
strengthens ns, prepanng us for his answer.

I recently beard a delishiful and meaninzful expression of the word “wait’ as
we see it in the Bible. It means that we are to cling, to acmally wrap ourselves
around the Lord. Being a3 clinging vine with the Lord shows our willing depen-
dence on his soversimty, wisdom and iz bheart of love forns. We can never
cleave too tghtly o the Ons who cherishes pur devotion and trost.

In fact our close embrace achieved through prayer, Bible reading, teaching,
praise and thanksgiving helps God's character to mb off on ws. It's like the
clinging srape vines fimaly wrapped around the support holding them wp as they
produce besutiful, nutritions frait.

Let’s be the right kind of clinsmg vine. Salsh

Sowing Seeds Of Righteousmess
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JTourz for the mcking

Eign and Jan reside in Land Harbour in Avery County, whare they have moved in
refirement bocause thay love our mountains.  They have wriiten for ws in years
st

Snow Hill Baptist Church

No Regrets Family--
Bearing Precious Seed

shail dowbiless come again with rgoicing, Sringing hiz
sheaves with hime. * Psalm 126:6

Paalm 124 iz a song of degrees or ascents. The Hebrear
word means to go up or ascend  Fifteen Psalms bear this
subtifle. (Pralmes 120-134) They may sve been pilarim songs cungs by those o
up to Fernealem to warship. Psalm 126 may have been sung by captives retuming to
Jemsalem. They were very happy to be going home. Crar Christizn Hynm Bringins in

1 see & person whose only bope &= in the bag of seed they are cammying. Seed is 2
lifelinge for these people; if they had no seed, then they had no crops. If they had no
crops, then they had no food. The time honored manslation is “precions seed”. The
person that goes forth, be has to po. He canmot stay whete he is. In other words it is
imperatve that he go. If he does not go the seed will not get planted, and there will
be no food for next year. The seed
4 i5 preserved from last year, or it
has been purchased, but none the
leas it in a hap of precious seed,
amd in fhis seed does he hope for a
harvest

T'want vou to think shont this
seed for just a moment. Tohn
12:24 says unless 3 seed falls ino
the sronnd and die, bt if it die, it
brings forth & kot of fruit. A seed in
irself is not wiable, in other words
it &5 not capable of living, bat when i is placed i the right conditions in the ground a
muiracle takes place. That seed will produce hife when it is placed m the nght sedl, with
the nght temperahre md nutrients, with proper amounts of water. That seed zermii-
navtes and brings forth ife. And from that one seed a lot of food is prodwced . Tesus
Christ is the sead of Hfe. From that one Life yet being desd placed in the dght condi-
tions i 3 tomh:, and Hfe from the guickenime Spirit of God, brought ford Life in the
resumecied body of Tesns Chrst. And from the resarrected Savior many people have
life. For when the seed of the (Gospel is planted in the rizht condifions in the hesrt a
nuiracle takes place and A heart that was given owver to death brings fiorth life.

That is what this werse is all abont. This person has to cammy the seed, be feels the
weizht of the seed baz 2= he camies it. He hkas the burden of carmying the seed and
sowing it in the pround. We must remember be has to lose the sead before be can gain
He has to trust the Lord for the harvest. His burden is not that e bas fo carmy the bag
of sead or labor to put it in the ground. He is not weeping over the work he has o
diy, bt e is weeping over the hops m wist the sead will produce. This regoires. faith
andd A trust m God. Tses a bemutfil picture hers of 2 man or of 2 woman planting this
sead and coyimg out o God “0 God bless us once again; bless us with & harvest. As
he weeps his fears water the seed What does (God notice? God notices the beart; God
hesars the weeping over what is hoped, that will come fords from the ssed. This is not
skt a farmer that kas a good harvest; this is about the people of God rejoicing over
sinmers being saved.

Because he has put his faith and st i the Lord be comes bome with shouts of joy
bringing his harvest with him. God has rewarded his faithfniness.

Ilay I add here the “American Dream™ &5 8 bunch of bologna. May I explain that
the Christian has been deceived o pursne something that is foreisn to a disciple of
Christ and scriptare? Char mowher one pursait as a child of God is o “sow M tears™
canmmat “grow untl they go”, cannoet “zain umtl you losa”, and expect where von have
somm boumiifully to reap boumtifully. (2 CorS:8)

Il=y the Word of Lord rest in your heart and ket us stand before Him one day with
“Ip Begrats™.

Pastor Dean Honeyoudt shepherds Snow Hill Baptizt Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at §25-385-021 3, snowhillbaptisnagmail.com . or visit their
website at wwwsnowhiibapiist.com.

Raewnowns Geawty Salawx

WWomen - Men - Children

Ty A eiracstorent

= Hair

= Perms

= Cuts

= Highlightirng

Vicky Hutcher

warw brenews.com
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Morganton Seventh-Day Adventist
Church-
Going Home
Cindy Mercer
Burke County

Some time ago I read an interesting analogy; &
buman being steps off 3 mountain and goes down.
The Son of God steps off 3 mountain and zpes
bound by the tmars of His creation. He is zomg
bome. Soon He is out of sight of earth and in sight
of hesven. As He ascends sull higher, He is met
by tens of thousands of angelic beings. The Bibkle
acially records the chormes the beavenly choir sang as they zrested their rehmming
Lord. David pichures the scene m Psalm 21.

The angels divide into two groups. One group sings the melody, asking a ques-
tion, and the other sings a harmonions response. The combined voices of coumtless
mngels reverberate thronghont all heaven: "Lift up your hesds, O you gates! _4nd ba
lyfted up, you everlasting doors! 4nd the Eing qf glory shail come in ™ (verse T

Listen as one group of angels asks in song, “Who is this Eimg of glory™ ™ And
snother sroup responds. “The Lord stroves and mighty, the Lond mighty in battle ™
(werse ). They do not ack “Who i thic Eing of glory™" becauze they don't knoar.
Thery want to sing praises to His names. The joyons song echoes and reechnss
throngh the chambers of beaven.

The gates of beaven swing open.  Surrounded by the rapturees singme of tens
of thouwsands of adoning angels. Jesus Christ enters into the glorions splendor of
heaven His Father stands before Him with arms wide open. In that maznificent
mament, Father and Son are remited. As they approach ome another, i the ecstasy
of eternity, a bush falls over heaven  Seraphim and cherubim are silent. The angeals
prepare fo lift their voices apain n a rapharous song of praise. But Jesus raises His
bhamds and waves them back. He stands sifent before His
Father for 8 moment.

Jesus stands and lifis His nail-scarmed hands and says,
“Father, T want those whom You have siven Me to be
with Me whera T am T cannot sccept Your warnm em-
brace or the praise of the angels il T know that becaize
of Calvary’s cross, becauss of My sacrnfice, My follow-
ars on eanth will be bere with Me someday™ The Father
replies, “Son, the sacrifice is acceped™

The angels sing anew: “"Worthy is e Lamb that was
shain™ (Rev. 5:17).

If Fesus would not accept His Father's embrace wiil
He knew teat I could be there, if He loves me that nmach,
I wamnt to be thers! I don'twant to miss the slorions

renmion Jesus i longing for

I= this the boming desire of your heart toa? Do we really long to be thera?

Ax you are ont in the harvest fislds plowing and sowing seeds it miay sesrm thar
the gronmd is hard and difficult to penetrate. But we have a faithful work to do....
we nnst keep our hands on the gospel plow and Lifi high the blood stzined bannes!
Jesus is coming agaim and the reaping will soon begin.

Mow is not the time to grow weary and thoow in the towel We mnst labor in the
Wineyvard as never before. Precious souls are waiting!

The anpels are ready to join their voices i a Hallehygah choms a5 we mske final
preparations for going home.

“TWhile thay watched, He war takan up, and a cloud necaived Him our of their
sight ~ Acts 1:9

Rick Mercer is the paztor gf the Morganion Seventh-day daventist Church af
2157 Jamestown Road Morganton. They can be reached ar 870-820-3542 ar
gimmerceraitds. ret. Check oul www.morganionsda.org. Their passion o fo share
the fove af Jesus with all who will lsten

Lana's Lines

While prepaning to write conrermng this month’s theme
“Plow, Sow and Feap”, I came upon this quote by Thomas
Jefferson that was too good to pass up. He said, “Were we
directed from Washington when w sow, and when to reap,
we should soon want bread ™

Imagime the process that would be required if we da-
pended on the government for our bread. First a congres-
sional conmnittes js formed to discuss and debats the -
sue. Megmwhile the sitting president appoints a Bread Czar However, after only
3 few days the czar has to resizn becaase it has been leaked that he ooms stock in
Panera Bread Dnue to the lack of bread svailable to the consumer there are violent
protests fhronzhont the
coumiry. I an attempt
| 1o guiet the chaos the
president sizms an execu-
tive order stating thar all
bread will be imported
from France, ergo French
bread The ink hzs not
dried on the order before
3 judze declares it dis-
criminstes against bakers
from other countries and
natonalities. Miesmwhile
therte is no bread to be
had. Thank God for farmers across the country who do know when to sow and
when to reap. In the mght season they get up before daybreak to plow the fields
and sow the seeds that will produce wheat that will be ground mte four that will
be made into bread that will be consumed by the likes of yon and me.

Throughout the world bread is considered a sustainer of life and God provides
our daily bresd by way of the farmer The homan soul 1= 2lso in nesd of snstain-
ing bresd snd God provided bread for the soul by way of Jesus. The bread of God
is that which comes down
ot of heaven and zives
life to the world. (Fobm &:
33) Those of us who have
partaken of that bread
were onoe described by
Izpiah as sheep who have
Eone astray and tumed o
our way. There are many
more “gone astray sheep™
Emomg ns. They ares onr
naighbors, our friends, cur
co-workers. Jesus saEys o
us, “T am the Bread of Life.
If you lowe me you will
feed the sustsming bread to
ny sheep.”™

U5 Conpress

Lang Eifiz recides in Eingspor? TN, next doar fo grandchildren. Church iz Wast
Colonial Hills Baptist Church.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com

iller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

Erie
Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world”
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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C &G Nursery Awarded

NCMLA Grower Of The Year
By Gaen Clark
Avery County

The Worth Carolina Morsery & Landscape Asspciation
(MCHLA) selected C & G Mursery, Ine | of Mewland, HNC, |
a5 the 2016 Grower of the Yesr at the snnnal WCNLA e
Green & Growing Show m held Greensboro, MO on Jam- - }
ary 16-20, 2017, This is the highest honor a Mursery / b
Landscape business can be swarded in the State of Worth
Carolina by the MCHLA.

The MCHLA works to promote nursery and landscape
business tram and edocate morserymen snd fo pro-
mate the coming edge technology in the indusry. The North Caroling Mursary &
Landscape Associstion is a 501 {£)5 non-profit membership orpanization of firms
inferested in the welfare of Worth Caralinas green indusiry, with emiphasis on the
pnursery and landscape industry.

WCHLA's verncally integrated membership inchades growers, landscape firms
and refail garden centers. Additonally, WCMLA has membership categories for
indusiry suppliers, homicnlnoe students and educators. WCWLA's purpose is to be
a fHexible, knowledgeable, responsive, environmentally conscions oIganization
providing the nursery and landscape indusiries with leadership, technological and
business advancement oppormnities, and information services,

HNCWLA's nlomate moal is to benefit its member's economic, professional and
personal growth.

C & & Mursery is a family owned Nursery
operation. Doug and Jane Clatk began the
business m 1961 growing Christmas trees and
native ornamentals. Today, C© & G Mursery is 3
wholesale grower of ower 100 different vanet-
| ies of mees and shrubs as well a5 still growing
|| the Fraser fir frees and other native omamental
plantz. Onr {C & G MNursery) Mission is to pro-
wide our customers with quality plants/iress at a
fair and reasonable price and srive o mEintIn
repeat business mstead of 2 “one fme™ zale.

Crwners Diong and Fane Clark have worked
side by side to build the MNursery and establish
a trust and quality m the Muarsery and its prod-
ucts. Incorporated in 1982, the over 2,000-acTe
Doug and June Clark EJmiEEﬂuﬁn:!iI}'mﬂ.mﬂmt&d.

Des Clark, hissy Clark Isaacs, and Beed
Clark, children of Doug and Jane, have followed in the family business. The
Clark’s have 8 grandchildren (Jared Carson, John, Alex Ben Chris, Feremiah
and Riley) and all help to work n the Mursery in
| some capacity.

C & & Mursery emplovess between 20 to 40
workers throughout the seasoms and have Mursery
Crops in Avery, Burke and Caldwell Counties
in M as well as Carter and Tohnson Coumties n
Temmesses. Chrisnmas Comer in Pinsola, MC is
operated by C & & Mursery dunng the months of
October- December for retail sales of Fraser Fir
irees, wreaths, and other seasomal holiday ferms.

Congratulations to C & G MNorsery, Inc. and fo
Dooug and Tane Clark.

For more information shout the Mursery check the
website at wenw.candsoarsery. com

For more informarnon about the MCMLA check
their website at warw.nonls com

Orrower af the Year dward

Mrz. Gwen Clark i the Aericultiral Education Teacker FFd Advizor ai Avery
Courty High School. She i a graduate gf NC State University (B5) and NC A &
T Srare Umiverziny (M4). She iz g Navional Beard Cerijfied Teacher and haz been
teacking for 29 years. She and her huzband, Doee CTark, hoave been married for 24
years and artend Crozinore Bapiist Chureh

urleson
Plumbingg Heating

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!

828-765-4042 i)
burlesonplumbing com i

www. brenews.com
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“Too Much Thought for a Simple Mind..."
By Timothy W Tion

") Lord. the hope of rael, A7 who forsake Tou shall be athamed. “Thosa
wha depart from Me Shall be written in the earth, Because they ke forsaken the
Lord, The foruntainm af Iving waders. ™ - Jeremizh 17:13

As T watched a porton of the documentary flm about
the annual TED conference yesterday hitpo/wamated.
com' (albeit old news now that it was filmed in 2007, 1
zof the feeling that as much as we iy, we often are like
runners, sprinfing sz fast a5 we can go, but oor legs are
snbmerrad in water, impeding our progress, slowing our
real abiliies. It was invigoraing to see Varous speakers
who ranged from Fick Wamen to Larry Brilliant, all with
ideas and visions that excesded what they conld do locally, tsking these thonghts
io the global scale; the God-scale. They were all interviewed either before or after
they spoke and described having the simdlar feeling, as if they couldn't do enoush
oa their own o achieve their geals or visions which was part of the reason why
they were there at the TED conference.

TED stands for Technology, Entertainment and Dlesizn and was created a5 a
platform to bring together diverse thought and ideas from around the globe in
order to concentrate the human capacity for each of the three aspects in hopes to EE[ upTu n
achieve a hizgher depree of psyche 25 3 global conummity. 3

I beran to think abont the scops of whet we do daily in our own lives and bow ™ $
little if any that affects the outcome of what goes on in the world. That is the fal-
lacy we face. Yes, we put our fime in for chartable purposes, felling ourselves, -
"Every litile kit helps." Then we turn around and second guess ourselves, thinking ]
imwardly, "How can this really marter when there are thousands more children .

who will go bunery, people without adequate housing or enough clean water fior
entire towns?" However, in reality, it does ke thousands, even millions of oy

Answer: We cannot do i alone.

Bach TED prize winner was asked before they left the stage if they would tell '
the world, if they could have one dresm answersd, what would it be. Each of the UISA PHEP“ID
speskers or andience menihers, many wers entreprenenrs of sipnificant industries = =
or mwentions that kave ransformed our world, were mterviewed in the dornmen- mu -
tary and realized
either before,
during or after
the conference

Timatiy W Tron iz the Executive Director af the Waldensian Trail gf Faith. He
ihves in Faldese with his family:. He is the author of "Bruecke to Heaven, " and an
active Mogger, arfist and musician. Timotky also has a BSEE from UF i an Eagle
Scour and iz Fice Prezident of the Faldese Menchanzz Azzoc. He has been Or-
dained to perform weddings at the Trail and atfends several area churches soeking
to serve the Lovd every day.
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it took the world to make changes on a global scale. Granted, there might be the o, T T ) TY &
occasional oddity that might take off on its own and become sorpething withont hPR—[ [E PI}"E TIR-E BER\ I{—E
;‘i‘&";ﬁ“ﬁ:{“"“ B“‘]‘?‘;fg?’”;m= ﬂ“i ﬁ“’“‘“‘.’“’“"“." vl 525.765.2186 + Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
mg amywhere i the world were only going to be posszible with the crestive minds HOURS: TAM-5PM « MON-FR|
of the world working in umison.

A glohal conscionsmess is what began to emerge a5 a theme for the movie; a
conscipusmess that seemsd to be takine something for pranted. This is where it
began to bother me, the fact that many of the most brilliant mimds were quite full
of themselves, egotistical if vou will. Omly when they were placed on a global
scale did they feel small and insiprificant; thus, they had for a second stepped
into God's shoes. It was here, they realized they were incapable of the daumnting

task that would be reguired to achieve their dream. It was here they realized they 8 4
needed help.
Mow, few of them if any, gave panse to refiect on the spirimality of what they
Were cTesting as a whole. Again, T have to stress here that it is and was exciting ? 5 4

hear and see 21l of thess brilliant minds present their thoughts and visions. While
I may not apree with some of them or adhere to their texants, it was more than
mspmgmlamnﬂiﬁeyhﬂmtﬂlﬁ%mlmadwatchmg,mymnﬂwm g
fire. I was ready to junip up and do something: swything yet here I was getting
ready to Zo to work; another night shift, another promerbial shift in the salt mines.
It was here that the fesling of, 5o nnch to do, but so little dme o get it done,”
came back. Yes, we might feel as if we are nmning in place, or submerged in
water feeling as if we can't do enough o make something happen, bt what we
hawe to realize is that we cannot do it alone. And if we really think sbout it, we
camnot do it without God. Leaving faith out of the equation is 3 mistske mankind
has made before, when it comes o giving God the credit for what we are capable 4 6
of achieving. When we don't give credit where credit is doe, we will spon find
that we will falter and become mizled in what we seek to achieve. We have seen it
time and time azzin m the Old Testament, when the Children of Israel forzot who
they were and what they were there for They sought to boild srand temples, only
to have them destroyed, again and again, when they wonld become mispuided and
wiander down the wrongz path. ?
Letus go forward, seeking to make the world a better place, nat be cognizant of
the fact that we are not alone, neither in our effort mor in our abilities, which were
ziven to us by the creator; God the Father Let's not get too far ahesd of oursalves
and think we know more than be who hath made all things, sreat and small.
Letus do great things on a global scale for noble canses, but keep it all in per- £ SlatePomi dudia
spective and may God bless us all. Solution on page 14
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Toe River Arts Welcomes Erin Dalton
By Eate Groff. Programs. Marketing Programs
Fancay Counly

Bumsville, HC: The Toe Fiver Atz Council is pleased to
sonoance Erin Dialton as their new intern for the Toe River
Arxts branding mitiative. Part of the marketing smategy of
Toe River Arts is recognizng Mitchell Vancey coumties
a5 home to nndreds of artists. Erin will be inferviewing
selected artists, writing articles, raking photosraphs. amd
shooting short videos for promotional use of the Toe Biver Ams in both pring and
online.

Erim is 3 recent graduate from TINCA with 4 doubls major in Wass Com-
mmnications and Art History. She worked as an intern at a local Asheville radio
station and a5 an assistant at Adrian Etheridze Photography. Also during her ime
&t UNCA and in addifion to her wack and field activites, she worked 85 3 media
assistant for the Associates Athletics Director As she says, “T enjoy voluntesring,
Commission wolk, assisting people, bemg ontdoors, writing, and explonng new
ideas and concepts.” For the next several months durning ber mternship with TEA,
she will get an opporiumity to work with
all those enjoyvments as she meets with
some of the mlented amists in the area.

Erin was provided a list of wisnal
Iterary, amd mmsic arsts—asatives amd
new fo the ares, artist couples, those who
create putside the boor, and those who use
the box in their creations. She’ll dig a bit
desper o discover why they came; what
they found; why they stsy; and what the
arts mean fo them and to the development
of the MitchellYancey conniy region. After mterviewing, photozraphing and tak-
ing an ofcasional video, Toe River Arts will post the stories she's written on the
new website, www. teeriverans.com, and in local and regional publications.

Toe Biver Ants is pant of the Toe Fiver Arms Council, a non-profit ganizaton
foumded in 1975 to promote the arts in Mitchell and Yancey Counties. Branding of
the Toe River Valley as a coliural designation has been made possible m part with
erants from the Mational Endowmient fior the Arts, the U5, Economic Dievelop-
ment Adminisration, Commmnity Foumdation of WHC, John & Fobyn Hom
Foundation, and the Samuel L Phillips Family Foumdation. For more infonmstion
about the Toe Biver Arts or the Ans Council, please call 82886827215,

KEate Grgff i the Program: Coordingror for the The River Artz Councl.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

2\
s Auto Insurance

& ",p,uEI.'H : )
&> Made In North Carolina
akersville

Spruce Pine Ba
828-765-9678 828-688-3745
Agents- Brett Cloer

Chns Johnson
Chasity Pitman

Brett Cloer

LUTCF

Agency Manager

brett cloer@ncfbins.com

Real service. Real people.

An Aodumsed Agmcy for
i
-2 |

Hlised rnas | k
ol Pt U sarod] e

FARM
BUREAU

INSURAMCE

T Lol e v REd Tt

1w B 1 rewns ot ok Crdon, i
et [ B ¥ Lib: bvwraen K.

“teenbrm i e of B B P ) Pl il by o

F TR

uln - Home = Life- Health - Bank

Good Soil-Good Harvest
By Fevw, John McCoury
Fuoan Mountain, Tenmesses

James says something which every Christan Church and
every Christan group should have written on its heart This
is a highly-compressed sentence. Adnd the frurt of righieons-
mars iz sown i peace g them that make peace Tames 3:18
Bemember the impartance of sowing the Word. Like 3 story
Iread it was in war times while people were flesing suns
firinz and shealls bursting, a farmer was seen i his fields, busy sowing seed. How
can vou keep on working with war raging all aromnd you™ he was asked He
replied "I plough and I soav. If [ don't reap the harvest another will. My granary
may bom, but grain in the soil will be safe and grom.” If we sow the incormps-
itle seed of God's Word, we may be sure that His promise wall be folfilled: "My
Word shail not refurn undo me void bt shall accomplizh thar whick I please and
prozper i that whene fo I sent i7" (Isa. 55, 11) The fnot or harvest of nghteous-
Dess §s sown i peace. That is to say, the spdl in which spiritnal work will come o
full fuition is one of true fellowship among Christians where there is no discord
or dishanmony. Peace is the simosphere in which we may expect the mood sead
to ripen Lat us remember that discord always damages God's work. Work that is
full of promizs can be blighted by quamaling self-zesking. and self-prometion It
sugzests 3 bountifol harvest, not just a
fewr stalks here and thete, with a few
ears of com hanging from them, but a
field of zraim bent low with the weight
of the corm. How few churches experi-
ence this kind of harvest, and yet this
is what we are meant io have. Cme
of our modem scholars commenting
# on this says, “The seed which brings

i the rich harvest can never flourish
o i any other stmosphere than one of
Saviour. The right relationships are the soil m which the reward of righteonsness
for sirife and bittersess cuts himealf off from the reward which God gives to those
who live the Christian life in karmony and fellowrship with other believers. Let us
remember that peace means right relationships between God and then with man
and man. So, then, what James is saying is this, "We are all irying to reap the har-
vest which a good life brings. But the seeds which bring the rich harvest can never
flourish in any amuesplere other than one of right relatonships with our Lord
=nd Savior And the only people whoe can sow these seeds and reap the reward are
those whose life work it has been fo produce such right relationships. Mothing
good can ever grow in s stmosphers where men sre at discord with one snother.
A proup whers there iz hittermess and strife 15 2 bammen soll in which the seeds of
rightepusmess can never grow and out of which oo reward can ever come. The
man who disturbs personal relationships and is respomsible for sirife and bitemess
has cut himself off from the reward which God gives to those who live his Life
What are my motives (13-18)7 Is there bitterness in your heart or enwy? Are you
speaking from God's wisdom or the wisdom of the world? Are you a peacemaker
or & roublemaker? If your heart is right before God (Heb. 4:12), He will use your
words o produce the zht kind of fooit. Each of ns by our thoughts, atimdes, and
actions is constantly planting for a future reaping. Time may pass
before the crop npens, buf the harvest never fails. The e nature
of the seed we have scattered will surely be revealsd! Witessing is
the evanselistic harvest that is abarays urgent. The destiny of men
and of nations is always being decided Bvery peneration is strate-
gic. Wha are not responsible for the past generation. and we caomot
bear the full responsibility for the nect one; but we do kave our
generation. Grod will kold us respomsible as o bow well we folfill
our respoansibilifies to this age and take advantage of our oppormmni-
ties. Harvest fime is associated with many things. 1. Blessing from
the Lord. “Thou crownest the year with Thy peedness ™ (Psa_65:11,
Paz 635:13). See the “Thon's" of Psalms §5. God's coronation time
is the harvest ime. 2. Faithfnlness of the Lord. “While the earti
remaineth, seediime and harvess. . shall nof cease™ (Gen 827,

He bimdz Himzelf in lowve to bless ns i grace 3. Communion with
the Lord. “Ome soweth, and another reapeth™ (Job 4:37). When
we look upon the felds of man®s need with the eves and heant of
Christ, we mmst have fellowrship with each other, because we have
felloarship with Him 4. Responsibility to the Lord. In reaping

the fields, the peor were to be remembered—Lev 19:9; and the
firstfmaits were to be ziven to the Lord—Exo 23:15, Exo 23:10.5.
Femembered by the Lord The direction sbout the forgotten sheaf
is very suggestive. What we forget is remembered by the Lord. Cuar
loss is another’s benefit, and another’s benefit is always a benefit
tous—Den_24:19.6, Toy in the Lord. The barvest is a time of jov.
God's bounfies are inspirations to praise. His givings cause gur
rejoicings—Isa 9:3; Bsa 136:6.7. Gathered Before the Lord. The
redeemed who have fallen asleep will be the firsifruits, and the
righteous will be gathered in the Lord & parner, but the wicked will
be cast our—2dar_13:37-43.

Jokn MeCoury i pastor of Evergreen church in Roan Mountain,
Tmnessee and alzo chapiam af Roan Highlands Nursmg Centar:
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Accentuate the Positive

By Cheryl Shuffier
Burke County

School public relations professionals across the state [£8
were honored Friday, Jan. 27 for the prodocts of their |
crafi during the MNorth Caroling School Public Fels-
tions Association’s (MCSPERAY) anmual Bhae Fibbon
Awards for Effective Communications celebration at
the . Henry Hotel in Greensbore. Thirty-seven school §
received a total of 237 awards in eight categories.

Inchaded m the blist of winners is Cheryl M. Shmffler, public relatons officer for
Burke County Public Schooels. Burke Coumty Poblic Schools received 10 Blus
Ribhon swards in six catepories.

In addition to Shoffler, Board of Education Memwbers B L. Icard, Buddy Armonr
znd Seth B Hunt Jr, Soperintendent Dir. Lamy Puinam and Human Besource Dhi-
rector Sharon Colaw accepted the awards oo behalf of the school system.

The story “Icard Elementary Teacher Selected for Enzinesring Prosram™ won a
Gold Amvard in the Excellence in Wiiting category and the smories “STEM Focks™
znd “East Burke Senior Credited with Saving Life™ won Silver Awrards in the
Excellence in Writdng category.

In the Digital Media Enzapement category, the dismict’s hashiag: #lrnitel sam-
inzBCPS, won & Silver Award and the Facebook photo albom “You Wanna Budld
2 Spowman™ won a Bronze Award.

In the Electronic Media catepory, & 30-second promo video “Izniting Leamn-
ingz" that aired at Morganton's Manques Cinemas owver the sumnmer won 2 Bronze
Award.

In the Marketing categary, a vear-long forns on employes morale won 3 Sibver

said, “Cheryl Sharen Colaw, BCPS HR director. Charlie Glazner, NCSPRA
Chuffier has prazident, Cheryl Shuffler, BOPS public relations afficer;
emerged as a Buddy Armour; Board of Educaiton member, Dv. Larry Put-
school public mam, BOPS superintendent, Chris Fuller, executhve director

relations profes-  NCSPRA, RL Jeard and Seth P Himet &, BCPS Boand of

of 2013. 5he enjovs writing and reporting all of the great things that take place
daily m our schools. Many of publications can be foumd at local restaurants and
the Burke Coumty Chamber of Commerce. By focusing and promoting positive
stiribates in our commuanity, we hope this will help atitact newcomers 1o our gTeat
county and school system.”

MNCSPRA President Charlie (lazener, executive director of conuunanity rela-
tons & conummications for Asheville City Schools, said enfries of the award
winners rivaled the best work of public relations practitoners in any fisld. “Blue
Ribbion Awards are the highest honor in our organization and they validats the
sperior work done by noy colleames this year,™ (lazener said “This roster of
excellence iy tangible evidence that
WCSPRA's public relations profes-
siognals are among the Mation's fmest
and that they are producing cutting
edze commumications and products
that support their schools and school
systems."”

eorzia School Public Relations
Azzpciation Board of Directors
judzed the enmries. Prior to the awards
ceremony sttendees heard a presen-
tation from Eeith Posten, president
and expcutive director of the Public
Schoo] fornm of Worth Caroling,
entitled “Top 10 Education Issues in
20177 W. Jeffrey Booker, Gaston
County Schools superintendent and
HWCSPPA supenntendent lizison also
offered congramlatory remarks during
the ceremony on behalf of the state's school superintendents.

NCSPPA's mission is fo build support for public educaton throuzh well-
planmed and responsible public relations. For more mformation visit the MICSPRA
Facebook page or wrvw nCspra.org.

Chass Cover

Buffamoyer Mamed East Burke's New Football Coach

East Burke High School Principal Shane Mace announces Mark Buffamoyer is
slated to be the Cavaliers' new head football coach. “Ceach Buff " as the play-
ers call him has been an assistant foothall ceach at East Burke for the past eight
years. Origimally from Greenville, 50C_ he has 31 years of education and coaching
EXpPETIEnCe.

Mace said “Coach Buffamoyer has been com-
mitted snd dedicated to East Burke High School
for the past eight years. He is a huonble man and
2 man of mtegrity. He balieves in discipline in
the classroom and that an education comes be-
fore anything else He is commmitted to our kids,
our kids love him and our parents love him.™

“I am thankfil fo Mr Mace and East Burke
High School and Burke Coumty Public Schools
for the opportunity to work here and o coach
here " Buffamoyer said “This is a first-class
system I want to make sure I live up to the
standards of East Burke High School and that
the kids get an edwcation first. [ am excited abount
this opportunity I have been given and I can't
wait to et to work with the team on accomplish-
ingz the goals that we set as 2 teamn.™

Buffamoyer played college foothall for Westem Carolina University under the
late Bob Waters. He was a nose guard on the 1983 Catamount feam that weat to
the 1-A4 Mational Championship game. He was captain of the team and made All
Conference and All American. Buffamoyer started his coaching career at West-
em a5 A graduate assistant vmder Waters. He called Waters, who coached from a
wheelchair and later died of Lon Gehrig's disease, an inspiration.

Buffarnoyer also coached under Mike Bizzerstaff at East Burke, another pro-
tége of Waters”. “Those twro are my mentors. They knew how to manage people,
gat people to get along with each other and motivate players ™

East Burke Athletic Director Fim Childers has worked with Buffamoyer since
2008, Childers said, “T s excted about the opportunity for him fo ake over our
program. He is 4 man of ontstanding character and has a wealth of football knowl-
edze and kas coached every position.™

Enffamoyer’s has been head foothall coach at Southside Academy ESL School
#nd Berea Hizh School n Greenville, 5.C. and at West Caldwell High School in
Lenoim, 1.C. He also was the head baseball coach at West Caldwell. In addition to
East Burke, be has been an assistant football coach at West Caldwell and Easiside
High School and Berea High School in Greenville, 5.C.

Buffarnoyer, 3 veteran of the TS Army Beserves, is mamied to Daam Boffamo-
ver. They have tao children and three srandchildren.

Supper |s Served

Mountain Crest Elementary
School's cafeteria is now seTving
three square meals a day. Chartwells
and Burke County Public Schooels
recently added a supper program at
the school, which previously served
only breakfast and hmch to stodents.
The supper program is open o amy-
one in the commumnity and is free to
all children apes 3 to 18. The supper
price is 53 for adults. The hot meal
is served between 4 and 5 p.m. Monday throngh Friday and inclndes an ennich-
ment activity for children. Menn items include barbecue chicken, baked spaghest
and 3 pancake breskfast for supper,
just to name a few. The program is
federally fimded through the TISDA
and, since it started on Jan. 24, an
average of 80 suppers have been
served each day ar Mountain Crest.

Burke County Public Schools
Superintendent Dir. Lamy Pumam
szid, “We are excited abont thiz
opportunity through the TT5DA o
provide another hot meal fo smdents
and their families. hMoontain Crest is the perfect location for this program as it
is within walking distance for many of our families. Parents don't have fo wormy
sbout cooking, and they can feed their children 3 good, healthy, bot meal for fres.
It really is a relief on their pockethooks and their fme. We are grateful for our
parmership with Chartwells and for the fantastic job they have done the last few
weeks in helping make this pew supper program a suwocess.”™

With the proeram in its infancy, Pumam has asked the Chartorells team 1o
extend the dinning hours nofil § pom. to better serve parents who work later The
request has been sent to the USDA for approval. He added that the free supper is
2 great opporiunity for faith-based organizations in the area who hold semvices on
Wednesday evenings to take advantage of the program and visit Moumtain Crest
as 3 group for 3 meal.

Wisit wanw barke k12 6o us to view the monthly supper menu.

Cheryl Shyffer is the Public Relations Officer for the Burke Cowunty Public School
Sytam.

www. bremews. com
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In the Nation, we’re more forgiving.

At Nationwide®, we believe drivers like you deserve
a break. That's why we offer Accident Forgiveness,

BURNSVILLE which means your rates won't go up because of an

5 Town Square accident. We put members first, because we don't
have shareholders. ®

(828)682-2325

SPRUCE PINE Join the Nation® of second chances.

12300 Hwy 226 South

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND Nationwide’

320 Linville Street Is on your side

(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADISON, ﬁ/\
BURKE Counties (TOLL FREE #)
(866)346-4202 R E N T

gassociates

il s A

ReginaHensley  Renee Woody  Cindy Shuford  Crystal Amold Dena Hensley Dusty Robinson  Emily Robinson
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commereial
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Products underwriten by Nationwice Mulual insurance Company and AMiiated Companies, Columbus, Ohloe Mot &l Naionwikde affilated companies are mulual com-
panies and naot all Matioraide members are insuwred by a mutual company.
Matiomaide, the Mabonwide N and Eagke, Mationwide |6 on your side, Join the Mation and We pul members first Decause we donT have sharenolders are Senvice marks
of Matiormide Mutual insurance Company. © 2046 NPR-0614MC.1 (11M1E)
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With the dramatic rise in the number of children in foster care in

Morth Carcling, it's time for all of us to answer the call to solve this
problem. Crossnore School & Children's Home offers training and
licensure to families who want to foster and/or adopt. For more
information, contact Kelly Riley, Licensing Specialist, at (336) 721-
7600 or kriley@crossnore.org.

You can make our mission part of

Crossnore Campus: 100 DAR Drive | PO Box 249 | Crossnore, NC 285616-024% | (828) 733-4305

7,

(.-_-- |
IT'S TIME TO O ) & et e

THE CALL

/ﬂf’f E%rvu 0172 r'f//ﬂﬁ J‘f:’f’y.

CROSSNORE )™

school & children’s home
Follow us on

/.f/r.nr/j;.-'rlc:/;/ bl ff{r're'

Winston-Salem Campus: 1001 Reynolda Road | Winston-5Salem, NC 27104 | (334) 721-7600
info@crossnore.org | www. crossnore.org
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY
You'll enjoy stimulating lectures, cultural activities,

sporting events, and educational opportunities.

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE
Private Bath & Kitchenette

Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 380-4108 I’

TFFFTI T F T R T F T T T F T F T FF T T I T T P FEFF T T T T FTI TP T T FT T
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