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Matthew 28:19
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghosi:

o Gettingsickisnt :
- convenlent. We are. My Care NOW”

ELUE RIDGE
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Getung sick 1SNt
convenlent We are.

How many nmes have you gotten sick on Saturdays from 9 AM 1o 4 PM with
or hurt before the doctor's office 1s open no appointment necessary Flus, with
or after the doctor's office 15 closed? an inregrated electronic medical record
Now you can walk 1n and get the help across Mission Health physician

vou need sooner — even lab and pracuces, your health informanon 1s
radiology services Mission My Care collected and avallable in one place so
Now Blue Ridge 1s availabile Monday vour providers can access your care
through Friday from 7 AMw 7PMand  updares Why wait?

(828) 213-4LLL1L, - NEW NAME
(828) 766-3555
g — ¢ MISSION
months of age and older My CARFE NDW '
BLLIE RIDGE
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"o Beautifiul upon the mountains ane the feet of him that bningeth
good tidings, that publisketh feace: that bringeth good tidings of good,

that publisheth satoatisn: that saith unts Gisw, Thy God neigmeth!”
Isaiah 52:7 KJV

. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mﬂm~ Yancey Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLULNCES First Advent Christian (4) Carclina Home Care (12) LANDSCAPING Whitson Realty (42)
Grassy Creek Bapéit (1) EVENTS RECAEATIONAL VECHICLES
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers Great Hope Tth day Adventist (5)  Freedom Like (31) MEDICAL SUPPLY High Cosmiry Mahindra 1%}
Buchanan Young (37) Horizen (4 High Pastures (1) GlobalMED (10)
Joha Greene Chrysker (45) Morganton Seventh day Adveniot (5] Marion Downiown (32) RENABILITATION/NURSING
Mike Brown (T) Pine Branch Baptist (5) FURRITURE MULCH Brian Cenier (6, 46)
Pleasant Grove Church of Back Stove (19) Mellure Construction {17)
AUTOMOBILES - Parts Brethren (4) L&B Furmitare (18) RESTRURANTS
Joha's Precision Auto (34) Phamiree Presbyterian (1) Pesgles Famiture (31) NURSING HOME Rbeles Nesturant (32)
Roan M. Missiemary (5) Sowthwest Trading (13) Life Center Banner Elkc (15) Bamtam Chef (34)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires Spruce Pine United Hethodist (4) Bubba's Geod Eats (30)
Spruce Pime Tire (30) 5t lucam Cathelic (5) HEALTH (CARE PAVING DT (%)
The Bridge (1) Bakervville: Commenity Gimic (13)  Appalackain Paving (7) Tokyo (38)
BEAUTY SALON West Bumnaville Bagtist (5) Mission Bealth (1,2) Western Szdin (11)
Pumers Salon (13) Prsit Health Care (21) PRV SHOP
CRIROPRACTIC Mountameer Pawm Shop (44) RETAIL
BOOK STORE Cruz Chiropractic (40) ROSPICE Grassy Creek Oothmng (§)
Dellimgers Book Stere (34) Haspice of McDowell {40 PET SUPPLY
COLLEGE Haspice of Mitchel (35, 27) Appalachain Pets/Supgles (11)  RETINEMENT
BUILDING SUPPLIES Mayland Community College (26)  Waspice of Rutherfordten (13) Mars Wil Retiremeat (43)
Summit Building Supplies (42) Haspice of Tancey (15) PHARMACY
CONCRETE SHPPLY The Prscipion Pad (3)  TENTS
CHURCHES Beone's Concrete (12) HOUSING Biwe Kidge Tents/Event Rental (17)
Mtaps Bt () Gayton (20 PLUMBING/HEATING
Bakerseille United Methodist (5) CPA Barlessn Plumbing Heating (3¢)  TRANSPORTATION
Banmer Elk United Mehodist (§)  Jamie iller {13) INSURANCE Michell Ca. Transit (1)
Bear Creek Baptist (4) Fortmer Insurance (24) POOL SERWCE Yamcey Co. Tramsit (11)
Berry Chapel Bapiist (4) DENTIST Millr lasurance Groap (41) Backyard Creations (42)
Burkement Baptist (5 Saatt Murphy {13) Witchell Co. Farm Bureau () Ken Ray Pooks (21) TREE SERWICE
Burneville Tth day Adventist () Kation Wide / Tremt (47) Ray's Tree Service (14)
Faith Fellowship [4) EMPLOYMENT REALTORS
wwnw brenews com May 2017 - Blue Bidge Christian Mews page 3




Church Directory
~ Altapass Baptist |
Gt Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
831 Alnpasa oy Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
P 48 Church Road 207 Finabridge Avenua 280 Chapal 51
|aapassbaptivichurch@ecvn.com| Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 26777 el
; ' . F'I'HI'II \828) 765-8101 WC’I‘I‘HC.GI’Q woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Benfield www.pinebranchbapfist.net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
v A Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Service 10:30AM :
Worship -11:00am Fotrms by Sunday School 9:45 AM
y ¥ Warship Sarvica 11:00 AM
(onductors for Christ ages &11) wsmh 1;:45-.-11 6:00AM-2:00FM Ministry - 5:30 FM
(Twan Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening = 6:30pm Our passinn ia in halp connact the Bady of e iy E s g
Wetdnasday - T-00pm 2 F w&m?mh“m Servica T:00 PM
*A Ehrist-Canterod, Bible-belleving Felowship fravesfurm our community, sizte Whare E i
Bitss Bafiwving Church™ Loving God and Loving People nation and wori! (See Jubhn 17:21) At Jeaae Creist is Lol |
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
Methodist Church e o Seventh day Pt iie Brothron
14000 Hioy, 236 Soufh M e Adventist Church
Spruce Pine. NC 28777 Eu?r.uhn;! 2187 Jamestown Road ﬁl‘m;mh%m
R WA EscomoTganion.ong Morganton, NG '
wnﬁmﬂmm Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B2B-TEE-T446 Associate Pastor Javier e . kR
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
B St At Sunday Sohool 10:00 AM. Bilbia Bndy - 930 con Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wed: Youth Meal 5:30Fh - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Waorship - 11:00 am
Chalr Wednaatay - T-00pm Mﬂtﬂwwﬂ'!ﬂn ‘Vegetarian Buffet affer church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Hg{'i“ Qhﬁh Brany CIosk Bayies Banner Elk Bakersville United
ko NG 783 Ol NG 226 Hwy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
! Spruoe Pine, NC 456 Collage Dr. 1198 8. Mitchell Avenus
8284371212 B28-7854620 Barner Bk, NC Bakersville, NC 28705
m.wmﬂ
Pastors: Senior Pastor {328) BE3-6540 B28-765-8015
Timathy Forne & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
5 Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am Rav. Gans Lanier
nday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 3:40 am
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| A Open Stap Meeting - Mon, 7 pm Marning Worship 10:00 AM
L o HWMIF T-D0pm wwm-ﬂh}m
i Through Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! meay know Christ" Engish Ciasses - Tuss, & Thas, 6 - 9 "Come grow with us”
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Gl Baptist Church Baptist Church SB Baptist Church
Plamiros, NC 20664 E?MTHM 222 Wes! Burnsvills Church Rd, 4668 Burkemont Rd.
www.plumirescharch.som mwz . cmn: : Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
e (B28)-662-3900 . 284372387
R o Reverend Bruce Cannon “';:m vh"'rt"m' N
Sy Echoul 5045 om Sunday School: 8245 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
PR e Homing Servie: 1030 a.m.
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Senvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Homirgy Sewrutcais S iy o e oy, B30 o E'h'!l*iﬂ Mp B:45 PM mﬂm Servica E:Erﬂp.m = )
Sy S0 Vommchd o s, Bt | cheint o Wadnesday Worship 7230 PM Chereh visior: To BRSom passotm 9.' 5 ndj Emunlp
et ppeinted you b g el b ul—trd hat lelowars and werants of Juss Crist 45am - Sunday
‘il i Thon e Fathrwil givs yourmhatover you “For God so loved the world, he ‘s minisbaring o the spirfieat and 11:00am - Warship
b sy, gave his only Son.." VUSRS of oo Chvarelh ! L B:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summi Siroel Spnice Pine, NG 28777 2007d US Hwy 70 E {B28}- 6758284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mmw-muﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gillesp
FﬂnﬁP;ﬂﬂ“ad 1:00- mup 5/5% and 1190 am SaEs B 1000w Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabbath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ"ﬁﬁl
Knowing God, Sesing God, Senving e Prodl: 7:00pm rol hﬂrnﬁi!tzllhmm'
God, Submitting fo Goal MMM ot/ Pasim 37:23
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. Thiz vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at this hﬂp artant outreach F‘ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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Marlene’s Meditations

Redeemed!
By Marlens Houk
Burke County

renesiz 3-3 Bur gf the flurt of the mee witich It i the
mnidst g the garden, God hath smd, Te shall nor ear gff it,
maither hall ve fouch i, lext ye dia.

FPralm 1034 Who redecmeth fhy Ijfe from destruction;
who croneneth thee with lovinglindness and tender mar-
cias;

Yo are busily poking info an old boo full of nwosty papers when you spy an
aged piece of parchment that resembles the Declaration of Independence. Imagine
the thrill of discovering that the 5248 yo paid mansforms into 3477650 because
that dusty tattered paper tamed ont o be the 38t copy of 200 copies that Con-
zress ordered from William J. Stone back in 1820, A hopalessly forzotten docu-
ment is redeemed ont of obscurity and uselessness and mto the light and enpoy-
ment of 3 whole nafion, bringing fame and fornme.

Bedeemed! What a glorions word that gathers despair and flings it to the far-
thest commers of the universs! We, as Christians, are rescued relezsed delivered
and retrieved from our prisons. Mo longeraﬂawtnmrmmmﬂsntdmwtms
of others, we dance to the pulse of His love, throwing back our heads and laugh-
ing with the sheer jov of feedom. Christ is our Redeemer, for “in hime we fve,
and move, and have our being ™' accordimg to Acts 17:28. He not only redesms us
from destraction &5 Psalm 103:4 (sbowve) shouts rinmphantly, bat He allows the
power of it to gild with zolden lnes the negatves of our lives.

1. He redesins our pain, infusing it with parpose. Jeremiah 29711

2_ He rescues us from vindictive sttacks by fiend and foe, declaring aternal
minmiph owver them, Exodus 15:21

3. And He delivers us out of : g
our sin when we tarn to Him_de- Iy COMGRESS Jora
clan'ug = E.Pl'Ef_i'El'l.IEj-E'ITEI o amy t“—h: amamlmoss Srlas!
who aonld dare malizn s and T
claming us noreservedly as the
apple of His eve. Fachariah 1:8

To be redeemed embodies all
of freedomn s dhrill, the heart- Ll
racing surge of being snatched =
from the jaws of evil, and the
breath-taking passion of discowv- - ; e Tl
ering Him. Pzalm 103:4 declares : ot :
that God redesms gor lives from Sl P e e S
destruction. By defimition “lives™ |~ S TR
inmermest thonghts. passions, e e Bt
words, and influences that define (=2 s TR Sy
us. When God redeems these ek L o e
things, He crafis an heirloom . i Al
tapestry of our lives that reveals -=
the besuty of His grace and love,
Like the Bargello guilt I saw hanging in a local sewing store, the inmicacies and
beantes of its design delight the ones who measare this gift for generations. When
Grpd redeems our mistakes, He creates a masterpiece of His grace and mercy,
bringing immense valwe to our lives.

Even in the microscopic details of our poor choices, God redesms that single
oy sinfil word that complicates our Iives and thwars His redseming power. Dhar-
ing Eve's conwersation with the devil in Genesis chapter 3:3, she added a word
o God's mstructons about not eatng of the wee of the knowladge of geod and
evil She said that (God had told them not to TOUCH the fmit when in fact, He
did not instruct them so. This darkened God's words and may have allowed the
dewil to accuse God of being unreasonsble according to Dr. ©. Wieland, Managing
Director of Creation Minisiries International on his website: www.creation. com
Whatever the reason, Jesus, in His love and mercy, took her word, stained with
sin, and redeemed it in the Mew Testament. Three of the five women whose stories
of mitaculouws healing are told for all etemmity involve the use of touch.

1. Peter's Mother-In-Law was zick, and Fesus tonched her hand according to
histthew 8:14-15.

2_ The woman with the izsue of blood touched the hern of His pamnment accord-
ing to Luke 8:43-43.

3_And, Fesns lzid his hands o the crippled women in Tuke 13:10-17.

How amaring that (God decided o inchede this tiny word in the stories of hesled
women that He chose for His efernal Word! It is as if He is saying that even
though we oy to alter our lives i our own way, God redesms our choices, mitacn-
lously healing and blessing ns when, in fact, we actually deserve His condemna-
tiom for twisting His truths to it our own agenda. God is redeeming Eve's sinin
our lives today as we, like her, choose, wrong words, twist the tuth, and create
our own azendas. He akes our words and chanpes them into words of beauty and
lowe, sarash with His majesty and power. And we walk m the Light of the power of
redempiion'

Tust zs Michae] Sparks, the Termessep native who redeemed the 38th copy of
the Declaration of Independence revealed the maznificence and importance of
this rare and valusble find, so our Maker and Savior redesms ns from the dast of
defeat and the pit of despair, ancinting us with His love and mercy and conferring
upon us the title of “adopred sor™! Galatans 4:5
Mariene Houk is a repular contributor fo Blue Ridee Chriztian News. Her passion
i1 fo defve deeply into the truths gf Bibla women and to discuss thoce in Bible
Srudier called Backstaze Paz: fo Bible Women. 5he and her hushand dizcover jou,
nuriure, and challenge in thelr church. Her confact is marlenehonkabellsouth. nat

1o o e o it A “MmpTivR

Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association
You Must Obey God

By Franklin Graham

There is nothing more fimdamental to the Chris-
tian faith than the death, tarial and resurmection of
Jezus Christ.

The Apostle Paul szid: “For I delivered fo you as
qf first importance what T aiso recenved: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriphumes,
that he was buried, that ke was raised on the third
day im accordance with the Soripires ™ (1 Coringhi-
ms 15:3-4).

So, great is our sin thet the greatest act in all of history—ihe brutal coocifixzion
of our Savior, and the sloricus power of His resamrection that prociaimed Christ™s
trinmph ower sin and desth—was necessary to save us from its penalty of eternal
death

Every Mew Testzment apostle witnessed the risen Christ, alons with more than
50 contemporanies.

When Peter stood in Jemusalem immediately following the ontpouring of the
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, he preached the cross of Christ and thou-
sands were converted. Soon after, while preaching at Selomon's Colonnade, Peter
was amested by the temple guard and hanled off 1o jail because the apostles were
“teaching the peaple and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead ™
(Acts 4:2).

When warned not to speak again in the Mame of Jesus, Peter and Fobn replied.
“e cannor but speak af what we have seen and heard ™ (Acts 4:20). Thers was
absolutely no way the disciples of the Messiah would ever stop talking about the
most marvelons, supemaniral event in history.

When officials songht to obstmact their obedience to Christ, the apostles made
it clear that they wonld always obey Christ rather than man. Their allegiance and
loyalty to the msen Savior superseded the laws of men who sought o restmict the
clear commamd of the Lord to go and preach the Gospel to all nations.

5o it is today:

While believers in Christ are conumanded o pray for all those in awthority, and
10 honor the Lord by obeying the laws of the land, the Scriptures also make it
clear that the exception 1= when those laws vielate the principles of God's Word.
We are citizens of two kingdoms, the civil kingdom of this world as well as the
heavenly kingdomn. “Bur our cifizenship & in heaven, and from If we awair g Sa-
for the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:200. A citdzens of that beavenly king-
donm, our allegiance lies with the kingship of the Bisen Christ, to whom belongs
all mle and awthomity and might snd dooumion.

That is the principle that 72-year-0ld grandmother Bamonelle Smtzman follows
&s she stands by ber fiom religious conviction to decline floral desizn services
for a gay wedding in the state of Washington. She has employed and served zay
people for several years—proving she does not discriminate. However, she does
ot believe she should be forced to violate her sincerely beld relizious belief in
the sanchity of marmiage beraesn one man and ope woman,

Her case wound through state conrts and buresucracy for several vears before
finally comming to the Washington State Suprems Conrt in Febmary where state
justices mled unanimously against her

I had the privilege of meeting Barronells last year when our Decision America
Tour went to Washington  She is standing up fior ber faith, based on the clear
teaching of Scripture, and is planning to sppeal ber case to the United States
Supreme Conrt.

I admire Barronelle’s resolute faithfilness to the Lord Jesus Christ and encour-
age vou to Temember ber i praver in the days and months to come. If the Sa-
preme Court agrees to hear her case—and I certainly hope they will—he mling
will be a landmark dedision for religious liberty. Can Christians hold to their firm
comvictions without being prosecuted by suthonties for domg 507 Will the free
exercise of relizion be sllowed in the pablic square or only within the confines of
choareh wralls?

In the adjoining state of Orepon, Aaron and Melisss Klein are awaiting a maling
from the Oregon Court of Appeals. In 2013, the Klams who ovned Sweet Cakes
by Belizza in Gresham, politely dthdmprmmhaukefnraguywedﬂmg
The Klein: were sued by the leshian couple, and an administrative law judze as-
sigmed by the Orezon Bureau of Labor and Indusiries milsd against the Eleins.

An egregions fine of 5135, 000 was levied azainst Asron and Melissa, and their
business has since been forced o shntter—all of this simply because they sbided
by their fimmly held relipious belief in the sanctity of mamiage betwesn 3 man and
& woman—ihe same definition beld by virtnally every society in the world for
millenmia

Those are but two casss where civil suthoritiss have targeted bosmesses mn
by evangelical Chrstsns who have taken a Biblically informed stand for thedr
religious liberties and suffered persecntion and harassment In case after case,
religious freedom kas been trumiped by the new sexmal ethic that is hostile to
Christian doctrine and faith.

Yet many Christians do not believe it is right to participate, celebrate or enzage in
activity the Bible clearly defines as sin. For Barmmonelle and the Eleins, state laws

are forcing them to go against their deeply held beliefs about marmmiaze. They ars

oot hiostile toward homosexnal persons—ihey simply don't want fo participate in
unbiblical conduct.

Lika the Apostle Paul, like Shadrach Meshach and Abednego in front of Mebu-
chadnerzar. they disobeved what 5t. Augustine called sn “anpest Laar™
I'beliewe (Fod has ziven our nation a brief window of opportanity to come to oar
semeps and protect men and women whe want to do nothing other than worship
and follow the Lord JTesus Christ and His teachings.

continuad on page £
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Hands That Pray

pfmm.. .20 { 7

A mother kmelt beside her bed

With tears she made her plea
Father bless my children

Just the way that you 've blessed me

Her stature frail and shaking
Her hands were worn and dry

She held them up to heaven
This was her feable cry:

I lived by your instructions
And now they re on their own
You said that if I did my best
They'd make their way back home.

These hands are old and feeble now
I pray they've stood the test
Now as they stretch foward heaven
Lord You can do the rest

“SHOP LOCAL” wongrsycrelltingco 5%

Yas y Cref: f By: Joyce (Joy) Harwood Baldwin
c .—0-. H l NG Jay is a resident ef Madizon County, where she naw lives with her husband,

Dany Jog Baldwin She i currently a member of Mt Zion Baptist chumeh i

12451 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502 | Cruncs in wacvarviie “name ey, um home~ She - curmniy sngine withti
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat 8:30am-5:30pm Closed Sunday Crozpel Group “Jonaht Foice™ our of Mars Hill, NC. Her lmtest song " Homecom-
Thurs & Fri. 3:30am-3:00pm -G to Church ing ™ will soon be heard &y mawy.

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

* Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

* Occupational Therapy In-House

* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour
I 7 Days a Week

* Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

@
an center *» Call us for Reservation Program

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

WW W W W

Official 5 Star Medicare Facility

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: lq"l 1.4" 765-7312 Call to Schedule a Tour
Fax: (828) 765-7295 or Stop By Today!

www. brenews.com May 2017 - Blue Bidge Christian Mews page &




Hospice and Palliative Care of
the Blue Ridge

&Hﬁ:’f Life Check out our new Website-www.brenews.com
Mirchell County And find us on Facebook

The other moming, I woke up before the alamm and
Junped out of bed fealing enerpized. I made a cup of cof-
fee and pot novself ready for work. The weather forecast
looked great and everything pointed to an early ammval at
the office. I turmed up vy coffee mug for one last gulp and
that's when it happened.

I stumebled away from the computer to avedd spilling

-
cnifee:ﬂw&rﬂ.'-rhmeurfﬂmmufestepimdlmdeit &
io the kitchen sink and leaned thers to keep myself standing. Every muscle in my
body was straining for even the slightest hint of air All I conld hear was a gurele,

a high pitched wheeze and the pounding of my heart.

Ay wife ran to my side and stood by me umntil I was sble to move enough air to PAVING & GRADING
cough. The coughing diminished, my mind reset and I realized how dangerons the

situation had besn

In the hours that followed, every cough and hine of saest coffee reminded me
of the fragile and feeting mature of life. Perhaps it sounds a linfle comy or mealo-
dramatic. 56ll, the fact remains. Sometimes it coly takes a few seconds to change
everything forever.

A life-fime no matter how you define it, is a short time. What happens from
beginningz to end is a mined bag. Circnmstances and choices give and take, push
and pull. An hour or two, 3 couple of days, a few years or decades— every life is
connected by the first and last breath and every one in between.

In the beginning, according to my faith tradition, God breathes and speaks life
it everything. Spirit and bresth mergs to create all thar God declares to be zood.
We are fearfully and wonderfully made m the onage of our creator.

This precions breath of ours kas the capacity to merpe with spirit and create
as well Bvery word that fows from ns travels on the breath of creation-— more
powerful, even inus, than we might imagine,

5o you've caught your bresth. It ism*t your last afier all Yoa've cleaned up,
breathed a sigh of relief and stepped ouf into another day. Boy, kave I got a lot of
wiork to do today—- a lot more than I thonght, for sure.

Raverend Brent Price is a chaplain at Hocpice & Palliative Care of the Blue
Ridge

No Job
Too Big

or
COME to a PLACE Too Small
where YOU can Fully Insured
fellowship and 30+ Years Experience

GROW in the Lord

Call today for

R L i = FREE quote!
Please call for reservations. Josh Atkins - 828-467-1167
200 Kings Highway « Burnsville, North Carolina 28714 Allan Atkins - 828-766-4000

See our web sife m;m?mmhlrmnwmw Office - 828-688-3810

e e T i Vinl® Mt T S Tl M o T’ el il ‘e Wl Gt Rl s T

For Your Convenience
:SUBAHU TIMING BELT REPLACEMENT ervice & Parts

I rl Open: Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm
K $ e) () Saturdays 8am-2pm

el Cl i -Gy Nl T Ty -t o TRl Ty’ il Sl T Sl Tl oy Tl Tl T
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Community Support
By Barbara Harrell
Mirchell County

Praise (od, people are beginning to recognize the
importance of dealing with the drug issues head o, This
region, 85 well az the entire state and region, are losing
oo many young peaple to this homble disease. What's
to be done. though, Many comnmnity agencies, charch-
ex mnd law enforcement are begimming fo come together.
For some time, T have falt the faith community kas been
working on their own and the other entifies have been
daing the same thing., Cur commmunity is coming together with a representative
panel of inferested people to try and come up with some directions we can all go
in together.

A meeting for Celebrate Recovery is beld each Thursday at 7:00 pm at Bear
Cresk Church but it is not jost 8 church mindstry. It is a conmmmity effiort with
m:ll:iplepastuﬁ, concemned citizens, users, recovenng nsers &s well as family

ThspastTkmsday,BmgandI:ﬂmﬁadand]ﬂmﬂ:h&aﬂmdmgtemmmv
fromm Josh Wise. {We ran his story in the paper this past Tammary.) The response of
the law enforcerment so touched me. They were Christiang and they were such a
suppaornt for ki, If we a5 the Christian comaniraty could wrap oor minds aroumd
the fact that these are pood people. They are God's children. They deserve the
love and concern from us that anybody does. We never have to like or love the
act, nat Good does expect s to love and be concemed for the person. We nesd to
wiIap our arms around these people. S0 often we hear foom young people, how
they feel inferior or lefi out or ... Maoy times, this leads to peer pressure to do
things they know are wrong. MMany timpes, they start on prescripion medicine o
make them “fee]™ better. What if some of these kids on the fringes had a person
they felt comfortable with and conld go to, to talk to and help them work through
these issues. Somefimes parents can fill that role but not always. We as 3 united
commmnity need to fill that role slso. Sometirees all we can do is pray, but that is
exsanfial to resolving some of these fssnes.

Gat rid of just some of the addictions and yon also solve overcrowded prisons,
omich of the poverty, and lower the oumber of children in foster care.

Some of the things each of us can do:
1. Help law enforcement —share if you know whese some of the dmgs are being
paszed crused. Ask them to help with vour loved one if that is approprizme
2. Get imvolved in your schoals and your children’s ives—know where they are,
and not just physically.
3. Get information on what is available in our area to help
4. Change attitndes on the worthiness of these individuals
5. Dpnate time to be 2 mentor to @ child who doesn’t have that support system
4. Esep prescriptions put up and out of way of children or others

Chris Allen Speaker aif Celebrate Recovery, Jozh Wize leader at Celelrate recon~-
@ry. Thursday Night meeting gf Colebrate Recovery atf Bear Creak Church.

Barbara Harrell loving mother, grandmother and great-grandmotiher. Part owner
Blue Ridge Christian News.

Billy Graham Evangelistic
‘Association Pr—

Perhaps the appointment of Meil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court, which I tmast
Congress will soon approve, will be a step in the right direction. Gorsuch has been
favorsble o the cause of religious liberty, siding with Hobby Lobby and the Litls
Sisters of the Poor in their cases regarding coniraceptive mandates nnder Obam-
BCETE.

Ultimately, however, our nation will suovive as one naton under God only as
e repentance, Ccomversion and faith grip the souls of men. Authentc revival
begins with the purification of believers: “Fow it iz fme for judement fo begin ar
the hourehold gf (rod; and 17 baging with ws, what will be the outcome for those
wiho do not obey the gocpel af od? " (1 Peter 4:17)

Ax the church is srengthensd and enconraged m holy living, and a clear wimess
of God's saving, ssnctifying power is provided to our incressingly pagan colhurs,
we can stand boldly for the sske of the Gospel.

In the resurmection power of the Lord Fesns Christ, we live not in the fear of
man, but in the holy fear of Almighty God to whom belongs glory and domdnion
forever. We want to “know [Christ] and the power of His resurrection, and the
Jeliowship af Hiz sgfferings” (Philippians 3:10, NETV). ©2017 BGEA

Dio vou know Christ? Begin vour journey with Him today.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripiure quotations are taken from The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version. The Scripture marked WMETV is faken from the Holy
Bible, Mew King Tames Version

Raverend Framkiin Grafam &5 President and CEQ gf the Billy Graham Evan-
Eelistic Associanon and of Samaritan t Purse, an intenational Christian religl
OFEQRIZaEiion.

Open House

Ehanqr House Celebration
By MNancy Butkowski
Tancay County

Chanty House Mission (CH) is 2 new, non-profit organization in Burnsville.
Charity House will be celebrating its two year operations with an open house on
May 5th, Friday from 10 fo 2pm.  Pleaze drop by and help celebrate by getting
to know Charity House, and sharing with some treats. ity Housea began as 3
vizsion of lacal Christians towched by the needs of local displaced people. Char-
ity Honse has been tending to nesds of Yancey, MMitchsll and Axery county folks
through food dismbution and gopds donated by the wonderful members of the
lecal comooumity. When
an individns] or family is
burned ont of their home
they may receive furniture,
appliances and materials
to help them re-establish
their bome. People out of
work and living outdoors
may receive bedding to
keep them off the proumd,
clothing and references for
work., Word is beginning
to spread in the ¢omrmumi-
ty that Charity Honse and
its Director, Jewell Huskins is here to help. Mo one has unlimited funds, howewver
the Lord only asks us to be His hands and feet to do whatever can be done, even
though it be little. Local people have ziven to Charity House with the vision to
belp those that are disadvantazed with tmue Christan charity. The word "home-
lessmpss" sometimes provides the picture of begging at sirest comers. That does
not happen in our community. The disadvantazed are mot obwious to our eyes,
they are as the mist on our mountaimes . present, moving and changsing with the
wind and civrometancs. Thank you communnity members for all yoor generasicy
to help these folks. It is mareelous to live in & community of caring!

Come by Charity Houwse to see our office and shop at 502 E. Mam 5t., Bums-
ville to donate or purchase gantly used clothes and fimninure or to vohinteer to
belp us with serving the needy.

Nemcy iz the Treazwrer gf Charily House, and a rettred nurse and HIM Managen

www. bremews . com
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Life Lessons
Sowing Seeds

By Dioug Harrall
Mirchell Connty

When you hear the words “sowing seeds”, what
comes ot your mind? Do you see a fanner out m the
field sowing seeds by hand, or with a crank seedsar, a
gardener in the garden, or does another pichare pop
into your ound’s eye? I have spent a lifetime sowing
all kinds of seeds as a farmer, bat foday I want to talk
gbout different kinds of seed thatr we sow, even if we
never venmre into 3 fertile field of dirt. Let me take 3 moment and look at differ-
ent kinds of seeds that we sow in lifs. Let’s think about seeds that have a major
impact upon the lives that we touch each day of our lives. Do we sow seads of
discord, do we sow seeds of distrust, do we sow seeds of sorrow? Thers are many
kinds of hartful and harmful seeds that we can sow daily. Most of the tdme our
seeds are sowm with our tongee rather than a seed sower. Are We CODCERTALNNE
00 soWing positive seeds of negative seeds as we walk through each day? Jesns
nsed a parable of the sesd falling on the rocks, in the weeds and in fertile groumd.
Are we conscious of where we are sowing our seed-— that is reflected in who we
choose to mn around with daily.

What does a seed really do? If von think abour it, the seed is the begimming
of all things. You need seed money to sfart 2 business, vou need a seed o start
plant. you need a seed to start 3 life. Where do we get our seed? I plant bean sead
that we call Daddy Diee beans, these are seeds that have besn saved for penera-
fions, Aand T peard themn closely to make sure that I save a supply each yesr. When
yon really stop and think about it, our daily lives are a result of the heritage seeds
that we have planfed in our minds throughout our lives. We are constantly plant-
ing in our own minds, and in fact, m our bodies. If we plant healthy seads in our
muinds and bodies we usnally zrow healihy minds and bodies, if we sow junk and
bad smff in our minds and bodies we get back what we put im. Deuterconomy 22:9
Then shalt mot sow the vingyand with dovers seads, lest the frut gf thy seed which
thowu Rast sowm, and the fredt of thy vingeard, be dgfiled.

I want to encourage each of us to be conscious of sowing seeds of love in our
relanionships. in our marmiage, and in our families. We can be encouragers in life
io those we come in contact with, if we will only v, When we speak to someone
with sincere, encouraging words. we help give them strength to continne, in what-
ever sitestion they are facing.

The maost important seed
— we an plant is the sead of
salvation in the hears of
those around ws. This can be
done in many ways, yvou do
nat have to be a pastor, dea-
com or other person invohlred
in active church work to sow
the seeds of salvaton. Char
daily Life iz always the most
powerful senmon that can be
preached. We need to always
b ready. willing and looking
for the opporiunity to share
the word of God and we can
oaly do that if we, you and I, take the time to leam and study God's word daily. If
our lives sre & shining example, others will be asking for the frait. Several places
in the Bible it talks about the fact that yon can tell 3 mee by its fnut. People will
be atiracted to you if you are gennine it your faith and lave the love of Christ
shining through your countenance.  We need 1o plant the seeds thar vield the har-
vest Jobm talks about. JTohn 4:35 Say not ve, There are vet four months, and then
cometh harvest? Behold, Tzay wnto vor, It up vour gyer, and ook on the fields:
Jor thay are white already to harvezt. Our most important task bere on earth is to
contimnally be sewing the seeds of salvation to our families and oor fellowmen

thromzhont the earth starting with our backyards.
Davg Harrell iz a ljfe-long resident gf Mitchell County, Owner gf Harrell Hill

Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Bapiizt Church and Publisher of the Biue
Ridee Christian News.

D) ©

’ '__D;E_Ii_Eia_n dwiches

Breakfast = Lunch

1
Hamburgers—, =
LDk el

ipJ&-Salad
R& Sala

e

: |
DT’S BLUE|RIDGE JAVAY i

A

My Answer
Faith and hope can help you handle life"s challenges

Q: T am devastated, becanse the doctor just told us I have an
incurable disease that slowly but surely is poing to make it
more snd more difficult for me to get sround . This is really
hard to accept, bacause I've just retired and we've abarays
looked forward to lots of wavel Why is God doing this to
ws?—LEB.

A:Tdon't know all the reasons why God has allowed this to

happen to you — bat I do keow this: God knowars all about your simation, and He
has not sbandoned you. Mot will He abandon you in the funme! God’s promise is
e “Even fo your old ape and gray hairs Iam he, Tam he who will sustam you™
{Isaizh S

How, then, should you deal with this challenge? First, deal with it with fith
— faith that God lowes you, faith that He will be with you, faith that even as youar
strength fades, He'll help von face each day with peace. Then deal with it with
hope — hope that someday 3l the limitations of this life will bs over, and you will
be with Christ in Hesven forever

In addition, deal with this challenge with thankfulness — thankfulness for your
family, thankfulness for each day God gives you, thankfulness that you still have
& measure of health. I often think of the Apostle Paal’s words: "Pray contimually,
giva thanks im all cirewmstances ™ (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18).

How can faith and hope and thankfalness become real to you? They'll become
real as you narm to Christ, asking Him to come into vour life and cleanse you froom
all vour sins. They Il become real oo as you pray, and read God's Word, and gain
strengih from other believers. If vou have never asked Jesns Christ to come into
vour lifs. do so today.

Comstant worry woa't do you any good

O I know we're supposed to trust God instead of wormmying all the ime, but T just
can’t kelp it. Our badzet is very aght as it is, and [ wormy constantly about what
will happen if one of us loses our job or something. How can I stop wormying so
owch? —Mrs BRL

A: It's not wrong to plan shead or bundget our money; if we don’t, we essily end
up spending money we don’t really have on things we don't really nped — which
is wrongz The Bible says, "The wisdom of the prudant it fo gha thought to thelr
winys " (Proverbs 14:8).

But planning ahead isn't the same as wormrying sbout the fiomre. When we
worTy, anxiety about the fomre takes root in our minds and hearts, and we become
more and more fearful and unsettled. Constant wormry also leads to doubt — doubt
in curselves, but most of all doubt in God aod His love for us. And yet worrying
never changes anything; as Jesns said, "Can any one af you by worrying add a
single hour o your ife? " (Marthewr §:27).

Hew can you overcome your worres? First understand just how mnch God
loves you If God didn’t care sbout us, we'd have every rezson to worry abont
the fwmre. But He does care for ns — and the proof is that He sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, mto the world to give His life for us. If you have never done so, imvite
Christ into your lifs moday.

Then commit your worries to God. When worries grip you, don't let themn fecter
and grow; immediately tum them over to God in prayer. Lat the Pealmist’s words
be your gnide: “Trust in kime af all fimes .. pour out your hearss fo ks, for God
is onr rgfipe ' (Psalm §2:8).

CH X X
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GlobalMED

Home Medical Equipment Company

(Formerly Yancey Home Care)

WE'RE MOVING
OPENING
APRIL 1st

Come Visit Our New Location
at 74 East US Hwy 19E

(Across from Glen Raven)

New Name
New Location
Same Great Service!

Locally Owned for 12 Years

Specializiing in:

Home Oxygen
CPAP/BIPAP

Wheelchairs
Hospital Beds
Nebulizers
Bathroom Safety

Phone 828-678-3402

Snow Hill Baptist Church

No Regrets Family Ministry-

Super Mom
By Pastor Dean Honeyoutt
Mirchall Couniy

Who works 7 days 3 week, is on call 24 bours a3 day,
holds down mors than one job, rises early and zoes
to bed late, cooks, cleans, nurses, chamffeuns, teaches,
referees, pulls teeth, is a philosopher, and theolosian?
You gueszed it, 8 mother. Mothers do everything and
they have to wear all kinds of hats. And what smazes
me; they do such a great job doing all the things esch day requires. One moment
they are firing A broken toy or putting bateries in 3 flashlizht and the next they
are soothing 2 larting child putting A band aid on a scraech That iz why moms are
super hergss and T am thankfiol we et azide 3 day to honor them As others have
often guoted “the hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that mies the world ™

God made mothers to do all the things fathers cannot do. We have five children
30 | know firsthand there are things Pam can do with the children that T can’t.
Mothers have a way with children that are very special. One zift [ have noticed is
patence. Mothers kave a kot more patience with children than fathers. I was ready
to explode after seeing one of our children's art work inscribed on our wall. The
little fke was so prowd of what she kad accomplished. Moms are patient and un-
derstanding that they are just leaming to scribble and need some place to practice
those fime motor skills, while I am frustrated that they do not know the difference
betwesn a piece of paper and ooy newhy vamished wood wall. Praise the Lord
we still have evidence of thess precious little drawings on oor walls. Todsy, they
are rerminders of bow fast children grow up. Cur walls ate safe pow that the kids
are older and have leamed they are not inferior decorators. Mothers teach ns that
children are 3 precious gift from the Lord and that with & little petence they will
grow up and all the Little things they got imto will be stories we laugh sbouat when
they aTe SrowWm.

I always liked the way my mom and oy wife would fight off a pack of lions
for me or for our children. When it comes o protecting children there is nothing
maore furious than a mother’s wrath. I gat ockled when I am ar 2 ball game and
the dads are watching calmby, but the moms are ready to go onto the field and
tell the ref a thing or two. My mom always mads sure I respected adults and if T
was in the wrong you better believe mama was going to spank me However, if
mamas thonght I was not being freated fairly, she was there to defend me. That is
2 maother's instinct to protect her children. T remember one time when I mads 3
nmd pie and it fit perfectly onto a neighbor’s face. The oaly thing vou could s=e
was the poor kid's eyes peeping out through that mud. T thonght [ was going to get
into trowble becsuse with child in hand the other mother came down to the house
to discuss what had just happened. [ was lookimg ont the window to ses if T could
tell what mama’s reaction wonld be because the boy's face was still covered in
nmd and mama could see what I had done. Mama came in and starred to langh
&t the mnd mask wy neizhbor was wearing. hMama knew what had happened and
that I was taking up for my little brother. I conmected with my mom that day be-
cause I knew that no matter what happens
mams would have oy back. Mams would
make me mind and respect adults, but she
would also be there for me when T was
the mzht.

A mother’s love is incredible. T believe
it is the closest expression to God's love
I'will never forget 2 pictare I saw in the
Helocawst Museum in Jerusalem We were
looking at the documentary of arocites
of the Holocaust (Hitler's persecution and
snnihilation of Jews during World War IT)
and I saw & picnare of 3 mother holding her
toddler in her arms caressing the child’s
cheeks making him laugh Linle did the
child knerar e was standing in 3 massacre
line of Jewish families st before they
were riddled with bullets from machine gans by German soldiers. But this brave
mam facing the firing sguad not concerned about her own life, but for a little bit
of jov she could bring her child before death I laft the mnseum crying, knowing
that a mothers love for a child is somewhat comparable to God's love fior us.

God zave His only Son for us. Jesus died so we might have life. I know that
my wife and mother would give their life for their children. A mother has a salf
sacrificing love. I think abowt Mary the mother of Tesus. Even though the birth of
Christ is 8 miracle I cannot belp bot think bow Adary nmst hawe felt to ses Jesns
suffering on the cross. And while Jesus was on the cross be looked at Tohn and
szid “hehold your mother™, and the Bible ssys that dizciple took hiary mio his
home and ook care of her. Praize the Lord for God's incredible love we cammot
explain but a love we can know through the shed bloed of Fesus Christ. Upon
receiving Christ as Savior and Lord, the Soa leoks at the Father and says bebold
your child and the Father receives us into His family and patiently cares fiorns,
protects us, and loves us nncondifonally.

I would like fo pay fribute fo my mother-o-law, Inez Self She is with Fesns now
znd we miss her terribly. Thank God for all podly mothers. We love you MMothers,
yvou do a wonderful job, and that's wihy you are my superhero, becsuse nobody
can do your job better than yvou. Live life with “No Rearats ™

Happy Mother's Diay

Paztor Degan Honeyeuit shephards Snow Hill Baptiss Church in Bakarsvilla, NC.
He may be reached at 828-355-0213, snowhillbaptizti@gmail.com , or visif thefr
wipbeite at www showlidlBaprizt com.
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“Grief, A Battle of The Mind"

By Jacob Willis
Yancay Cowmty

** For our situggle iz not against flech and blood, But
agminst the rulers, apamst the povwars, agminst the worid
Jorces qf thiz darfsess, apainst the spirtual forcas af
wickedness i the hemvenly places. ™ Ephesians §:12.
We sometimes don't really see the town for the hounses
as the old adage says. When we are in the middle of
grief, all we may see is doubt, depression, despondency,
and a foreboding sense of doom. Seldom do we identify the source of these
feplings. We can’t belp our feslings, but we can help what we do with them
These fealings are nommal, but when not examined and dealt with, they can lead
to lonz-term problervs. Grisf thet is not examined i the conterct of God’s word
lesds to false beliefe. Thesa falze beliefs can be varied ot wsnally inchde the
following: God doesn't love me; I am never going to get throngh this; I will never
change; and I am all alone. These thoughts come fom feelings that can dooumate
3 person’s Life and paralyze them with fear and depression.

S0 where do these thoughts come from? Some thoughts come from ourselvas.
Some thonghis that we have are perfectly nomal responses to grief. Some
thoughts we have come from people, well-meaning people offering “help™. Some
thoughts come from Satan. [ don’t want you to go look umder your bed for the
dewil tonight, or to be afraid, but ar the same tme vou need 1o be sware that every
thought is not your own. The thoughts that lead to suicide, self-harm haming
others, or chemirsl dependency come from the pit of hell. So what are we to do
with these thonghis during the most difficult dme of life? Well, the last source of
our thoughts are God himeelf God gives ns His thoughts in the Bible. 50 how do
I replace negative, destuctive thoughts with God's life giving message?

2 Connthians 10:4-§ gives ns specific instmctons on how to fight this batile in
our minds, “4 (For the weapons qf our varfire are nor carnal, but mighty through
God to the puliing down
af strong holds, ) § Casting
diawn imaeinaions, and a-
ery high thing that exalfeth
tizalf agminst the knowiedse
af God, and bringing into
Capiivity every thought fo
the obedience af Christ; &
And having in a readiness
fo rnvenge all dizobedi-
anca, whan your obedience
iz fuffilled. ” The barie be-
gins in our minds. Before
we believe everviking we
think, we need to follow
the mstructons that God zives us especially art times when we are gneving.

Step one: Believe. “Our weapons ane mighiy ™. MMy God is able to do above and
beyond what T ask or think  (od can enable me to congquer my greatest fears, halp
me threngh my grief to 3 place of healing and acceptance. T place muy grief in
the hands of my God who crested heaven and sarth. He is all powerful, He i all
prasent, and He is all knoaing. He and Satan are not equals; He is mighty o save
o the uiermost, those who oy out to Him.

Step twro: Banle “Castfing down imaginatons and every kigh thing that exalts
itzelf agminst the mowledee of God ™ We must be willing to do spirimal barle
with how we think. Fear is the opposite of Faith. When I place ooy Faith in Gaod,
then I must take the facts and tear down erronecus, destmuctive thoughts, When
I examine what is plaguing my mind and cast that dowm as false, I begin to take
charge of my mind Femembsar what you believe in your head becomes what youn
feel in your heart. That iz why the Bible says, “Ax a man thinks in Ris heart so
he 7. Wrong thinking produces wrong actions. Right thinking produces right
acfions. Examine in your head what you are feeling and thinking then cast dowm,
or i other words throw away negative falze baliafs. My question shonld be- does
thiz thought reflact the knowledze of God, and His love for me? If it dossn't
throw it away.

Step three: Brng it. Bring it to Jesus. Take Gods word and examine what He
s3ys, because be is the final anthority in your life and not your feelings. Jesus
is the great Counselor Jesus is the zreat Emancipator of the faith lifs. Thiough
studyving His word you can change how you think and take conirol of your feel-
imgs. You do not have to be doven by feelings, vou may be doven by facts: “and
bringing tnio captivity every thought fo the obadience gf Chrat; ™ We need to pat
our fzith m the facts. God lowes us wmconditionally, God did not intend for us to
suffer. but nses suffering for our moeed, God is in soversirn control of this world
and the world to come, and God has 2 plan and purpose for your Life.

Yo Life is like 3 raim. Yo need to place your faith in the facts, and let your
feplings be the caboose. Faith is the engine (your mind); what voo believe iz the
direction your life goes. Facis (God's word fo you through His Spirit) are the fisel
which makes the engine zo down the tracks. Feslings are the caboose, they nead
io follow behind

You and I are in 2 Spirisl battle every day. If Satan can get us to belisf
falzehoods then he can getus t0 hamm ourselves or others, When we fake every
thought captve and place it under the authority of God's word, then we will begin
io zep chanpe smidst the most difficnlt ciroomstances. Remember God is on yoor
side fighong on your behalf

Jacob Willis is an erdained pastor and Bereavement Coordinator for Yancey
Couniy Hospice. Tou may contact him ail jacolwihospiceafivancay.org.

(828)f520-1738

NOW OPEN - A NEW PET STORE!

IWEIHAVEIRICOLLEETION RERSLPBLIES
o REA SR AR DTS W B EEE R

Enakes » Lizards = Chinchillas Gralr-Free Dog & Cat Food Treats
lguanas = Mice = Blrds Toys = Collars = Leashes
Fish and More! small Animal supplies

714 SUMMIT AVENUE | SPRUCE PINE, NC
818-310-1718 | MONDAY - SATURDAY 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”

Trips for May

Friday, May 5™ - Outlet Mall

Wednesday, May 10 - Clarence’s Diner & Produce Stands (TN)
Friday, May 12" - Target'Hobby Lobby - Airport Rd.

Friday, May 19% - Tuesday Moming & Earth Fair

(Eafing at Jason's Del)

Friday, May 26" - Farmer's Daughter & Amish Store

www. brenews . com
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Tim’s Treasures

The Promise of My Father. ..

By Tmodhy W Tron
Burke Coungy

"Behold, I send the Promize of My Father upon you; but
farry i the cify of Jernsaiem[i] until you are endued with
power fram on high."-Luke 24:49

Wothing excites me more than when somecns brings up
the power of the Holy Spirit.

In my life, there has besn nothing as real and as power-
ful as the feeling when ope is endued with the power on
high. Ir is umderstood that for some this statement is only that, a staterment of
wiords that are indesrribable since there is nothing for which they mizht perceive
o compare it with. Wow before I go oy further, T want to reiterate with the nimpst
intezrity, that this is not being hoastful or prideful; it comes from the perspectiva
as one awakening to a new feeling that vntl now, might have been miszed or even
overlpoked To understand what I mean, I muost begin at the begimming. Then, and
oaly then, we might come to have 3 basis for what it is o “Receive” the Holy
Spirit.

In Jesns time, he repeatedly spoke to the disciples of bow they wonld receive
the Holy Spirit, the Helper, as he called it, who would be with them after be was
gone. “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My mame, He
will teach vou ail things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said 1o
you "-Jobm 14:24

Their eyes seemed to always be on the present, unshle to grasp the prophecy
o which Jesus was constantly alluding. Who can blane them? Here they were
in the midst of the e Son of God, the Mezzizh the miracle worker. Diaily they
wimessed the unbelievable, every day they saw sross deformirties become healed,
the demon possessed cleansed, and the dead arise from their deathbeds. How
could they look beyond when there were 50 many amazing things happening right
before them? It's ironic that today, unlike those of the disciples, we are distracted
by the plans of the coming day, the week ahead the calendar, and all that must b=
done in the days’ fime. We are 50 focused on what Is next, we too often miss what
is right before ws, and this is where we begin to overlook the obvious, the miracles
in our lives thar appear and are gone before we take the tme to reflect upon them,
Unlike the disciples, we cannot focus on the present, when all we do is look
ghpad Thev were the opposite unable to look ahead due to what was before them.

Call it the irooy of God.

What iz the common thread between the two ironies; the presence of Jesus
Christ of course?

When He is with us, we are relieved of our daily turdens. The futare is a distant
memory. Those distractions that kept us fom our daily scripture slowly fade to
dark as the Light of the Word ilhuminates our hearts with the math. Like those dis-
ciples, we have little concem for the fotare when all we need is here with us.

Yeit, foo many times, we ship in our walk of faith and fall back into that daily
et of rying to keep pace with the world aroond ws. At this sane tme, we also
miss the oppormmity to 2ccept and o recognize when we are n the presence of
the Holy Spirit. We msh from one appointment, one event to the next and miss
what often matters most. In these precions moments we tod often fil to accept
the poaer from on high. When mmd only when our minds are one with God, can
we fully embrace and receive Him It is then when we are still and listening oo that
smiall wedce that we are suddenly flooded from head to tos with & power so incred-
ible, so electmifving, that one can barely kesp their feet upon the very ground upon
which they mod. It is then when we are overficwing with the Spirit that we find
ourselves at 2 new and hizgher gronmd in cur spireal walk with God; greater than
ever before.

Yei, this is ot just something we can call upon, for it to happen. It is a power
fromm oo kigh and as such, is cnly Heaven sent. That's why Jesus told his disciples
fo g0 to Jerusalem and wadt; wait for the Holy Spirt. They were instmmcted o call
upon the Spirit, but to wait. Alihough their eyes had besn opened to the scripires,
they still wers required to wait for the Spirit

Ome can have all the knowledze. knowing, and nnderstandmg of the entire Bib-
lical encyclopedia but withont the Holy Spirit, it is just that, only knowledge The
e power to go snd do His will is when the toeo are combined as one: The Holy
Spirit with the mind of the disciple. This is what Fesus had prepared his followers
for, once he was gone He knew that without the Helper, they would be fearful of
what they did not know, they would be hesitant t0 journey o those distant lands;
therefore. they needed something that was grester than they were capable of con-
ceiving, the Holy Spinit.

Walkimg with Jesus each day, we now have Him within us, 25 we camy the
Word With oor understanding comes wisdom. Yet, it onky takes ns so far, we st
glso wait for that Spirit to be enduwed within each of ns, lest we fall and smmble
before we are ready to set out on our misson.

50 now we are ready to speak of what it is fo receive the Holy Spirit.

Az wea confinne our daily walk in faith we learn more and more aboot what it
is to be a Christian or Christ-like. When we do, journey in oar faith we sloaly
awaken or become aware of things we might kave overtooked that we now un-
derstand. Scriphures we ooce read a5 @ matier-of-fact take oo pew meanings. The
wiorld aroumd ns becomes brighter, for in everything we see, we ses the Creator’s
hand. Char senses become heightened to new realifiss we never undersiond. One of
these is when we are filled with the Holy Spint; whether we belisve it or not.
Mow for some, the realizstion, or the mdwellmg of the Spirit comes as a shock.
For them_ it is an instantaneons blast of hesvenly power that is absolutaly, posi-
owely, withont-z-doubt, the Holy Spirit Sometimes these people, i that moment
of receiving the Spirit, lose their conscious mimds and fall to the Soor In these
cases, there is no mistaking when that person has received the Holy Spint. I've
wimessed these before and just to be there in thedr precence is 35 powerful as their
recaiving; it iz a moving and emotional experience for all

Then there are the subiler occasions when we have only been induced from
withont by the power so subtlety that one muight mistake it for a chill, rather than
the Spirit. Those moments when we sae the unexplainable, like the Light from
spirits moving before a camera when there were just seconds before and saw
pothing. Or the time when someone spoke 2 word, then the door blew open and
2 cold breeze wisped across vour feet. Or the time when you felt the hand upon
yvour shoulder pall vou back, just as you were aboar to step off the curb just as the
out of control car blew passed where youn were about fo step. When vou mmed to
thank them there was nobody there. Thess zre the events that might escaps our
perception if we are not one with Him Many explain them sway a5 mere coinci-
dence while others bring in the pagan beliefs of ghosts or hauntmes. The realiza-
tion of the troth escapes them. It is not untl they call on His name do they start to
realize what it is to be overcome with the Spirt

In e, we evenmally swaken to the Holy Spint. It is then in those rate mo-
ments when we finally recognize that surge of voltage through our core, that
shakes the nerve endings into a tinzling sensaton that almoest Lifts us off the Soor;
these are the God knowing moments when your world changes forever;, the endo-
ing Those wiho have felt it sconetimes cannot explain it. Like Ezekisl rying to
explain what he couldn’t understand in the vision of the Heavenly being, thera
are (rod things that are beyond our comprehension. We only can explain what we
know, and i that marmer, our words are sometimes not enough.

My hawe felt the presence of the Lord, and in varions forms. Their stories ara
8 testirmonny to the power of believing.

A good friend and brother in Christ, Dong Staart, expenenced the power of
the Spirit at a time when be neadad it the most; his mother's funeral. Doug was
prepanng fo sing and speak at ber service when be was suddenly overcomme with
doubt and fear. I've known Dong for several years, and to hear him say that he
would be unable 1o speak or to perform would be unbelievable, vet there he was,
moments away Tom failing his mother’s dying wishes. At that moment, he knew
there was only one thing he could do; to pray to God for sirengsth. It was then he
described what it was 1o feel the power of the Holy Spint come over him. like a
gentle warmth of the Heavenly Father, wrapping him in love, Lifing him wp and
giving him the sirength to camy on. Yes, God was with my friend. and within my
brother. He not onty sang ot spoke at lensth of his mother s wonderful life. The
spn testifymg for his mother, 3 love knoom like no other.

My consin Diavetta got the phone call fom her mother telling ber that my father
had eakened out of the coma he kad fallen within during one of the later hospital
visits In his life. T remember that day as well It was a miracle in aod of itself
The doctors had said that they shoald call the family in since the end was near
Dravetta said that she felt the power of the Holy Spirit come over her after that
phone call. She remained lifted up from that fesling for the remainder of the day.
The same thing kappened when ber Aunt had the same experience, she once agaim
was endued from on high and was renewed with a feeling of Spinit so great thar it
literally changzed each of those days i her life. She was blessed each time by the
hand of the Lord.

Persomally, Thad felt the power of the Spirtt before, bt it was something fhat
I didn 't understand or able to recognize. It wasa't umtil I openly comautted nry
life to following the Lord that I became aware of when the Spint was with me Tt
started when I was serving at the Trail of Faith. Agam, and again, there would be
ihe tour where we wonld be winessing about the story of the Waldensian people,
when suddenly, never at the same place, never at the same time in the tour, the
power of the Holy Spint would come down upon myself and those aroumd me.

It wasn’t sormething that I singnlarly felt becanse those before me would speak,
shout, or sometimes v with joy. It was 2o uterly rapiurous experience, time
and time azzin There was one tour in particular that I will never forget. Pastor
Rick was there with his wife and a friend We started out early that day becase
the visttor had to be heading back to Michizan Something sbowt the tour was
different from the start. We began the tour st the map inside the Visitor's Center,
which was not umconunon. For special guests or tours, we ofien would begim the
tour with 3 prayer. That day, the Holy Spirit came on us immediately, We contin-
ned feeling blessed already, but it wasa't the end of the story. Sporadically as we
made our way down the mail we would stop and pray, each time, ocnce again the
Spirit came down. Each time it happened, the power grew greater. The final thme,
we stopped in the parking lot as they were abont to depart and said a final prayer
It was then I felr as if [ were being lified off the pround. so great was the electric
confinwed on page 13
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surge throngh my body. The hands of those I held counld feel it through me a5 well.
It was something to behold, and something that I'1l never spon forgst.

However, this was not to be the last. God's plan was not vet finished.

Before I knew it, the place I thought was to be the fulfillment of ooy calling
furmed out o be just a stepping stome.

Whenever, and wherever God leads, once you begin the jourmey, you nmst go.
Mo marter the cinqumstance, no matter the location, there is purpose in everything
we da.

S0, when they day came that I found pyself emploved part-time at the Ski
Slope in Blowingz Fock, I had to shake nry bead in bewilderment. Somewhere in
that place, there was 3 parpose for my being there other than to pay for affordable
ski lift tickets for nmyy choldren. Within a few hours of my second day, the purpose
was mnveiled and evenmally, T would find a brother in Christ in need Weak after
week we came to know one another and in that fime. when we would spend ex-
tended Innch sessions smdyving scnpture, there He was once more with us. In that
dimly kit corper of the ski lodee, brother's in anms became united n spint, being
filled from on kizgh by the one fme Spirit. We found puopose and another brother
found his calling. More than once as we wimessed to each other, and soon, thoss
arcund us, we both felt the power of the Holy Spirt moving in one of the unlikeli-
est of places.

In moy jowmey, there is one thing T have discovered. Yon mey never know when
and where it will happen, tut one thing is for sure, to witmess w others is one of
the best ways to make it happen_

As one of the Last fimal commands by Tesus to his disciples was to fiulfill the
great comumission, to 2o unte all foreimn lands after having besn endued with the
Holy Spirit, making disciples for Christ. “Bur yon shall receive poveer whan the
Holy Spirit haz come upon o, awd you shall be wimessas fo Me in Jeruzalem,
amd i all Judea and Samaria, and fo the end of the earth. " — Acs 1.8

We too, are to go ouf into the world once we have tuly received Christ info
our bearis, and having been filled with the Holy Spint. It is our purpose and our
calting as Christians to go and witness the wondrons tmuth of God's love and the
victory we hawve over death when we follow the one who died for all our sins.

We have a choice. Allow the Holy Spirit to fill you o overflowing, and when
you bave received, go forth and share.

Yo'l never look back.

Thanks be to God.

Timodhy W Tron iz the Executive Director of the Waldenzian Trail of Faith. Ha
Iives in Faldese with hix fomily He iz the author of "Bruecke fo Hemver, " and
am active ogzen artist and musician. Timothy alze has g BSEE from UF iz an
Eggie Scour and iz Fice President gf the Faldese Mechaniz Azsoc. He has begn
Ordained o perform weddings af the Trail and affends several area churchas
seeking fo zerve the Lord every diay.

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043
www.hospiceofrutherford.org
828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

OSSN
The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford. p .1 orford County, North Carolina,
strives 1o provide state-of-the-art,
compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting, From 13 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clock care, to
elegant living areas for visits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a "home away from home',

Jamie Miller, CPA

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

2301 Rutherford
Marion, NC 28752

phone: 828.652.677T
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We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Aled ForYou
Monday - Thursday 8-5

PO NN > =

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655
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Mitchell County SafePlace

d SAF-T at Mitchell County
Crossword Solution SafePlace
By Tracy Black
HIA|R|P SIN|IOIR|TI|S B(U|IL Merchiel Couny
ot LALILE  RCALIGSLE Lk GRS oo et Clemain e bt s
ViChms [ 2 s E
UIN|I |[O|N M|E|N|E AlS|I |A hias been sensitive to the need for victims to be able to save their animals from
LA ]clE AN T SPD[E[AlD| Srmmmsmicinimys
-|_ E lw D-i'"* | | TIH|s |  with Mitchell County Animal Rescue to board these
petgwtalemefumﬂ}msmih&lteraswefumﬁ
s{uls|Ao[s|P[RIE|Y |EEEREI  isvi ssves sumounding having these animals at
AN[O I ISIERRIEISITILIE[SIS] it e
S|ITIUMIPIB|! IDIIHI|OIS|E|A| i i il o dias oty to coeape
HIOIRISIEIMI|EINEEIISIRIAIE|L|  epen Marsba wouk ik abou e sbose o
B .| |7 e U0 |U[K[E| end Sueneverasked for shelteror sy ype of
BIE[H[O[L[DJS[LIE W et comeons o kuow e s e, Mtamy
E I'li'l E N W E N T A H A L F M,MMEMHMEDEWMM
that we callad law enforc and check on her In the £ 2006
RIEIAIL I IDIEIA Sl IMIALI mﬁmsmimtadﬁmmqm? ocxvice st Safellace dos 1o 8 recent DUT
comviction. COme of our advocates worked shounlder to shoulder with her clean-
E|IN[V]Y FIEI|IE|T E(LIE|CG]|]T ing out the basement of our offices. Little lry little, Marshs began to open up to.
A[TIEJNG|E[N|D|E|RIEEIW[E|S| it butuhe was oasilling i en intn shelter boracee she could norbe
COPYRNGHET 2087 BIALEWORDGAMESR OO ALL RGHTS RESERVELD mm]ﬂrhﬂmﬂdﬂg_ Mmmﬁmimmmtm_
pleted her required service, but o
B
visit bringing baked goods for
Sudoku Solution the saft.

I late Movernber of 3007,
we received word that Marsha
was missing. Her boyfriend
told law enforcement that she |
had lefi him and he didn’t
know her whereabounts. Law
enforcement was mmmediately
suspicions because Marsha
would have never left without | 2~ e %
ber dog. Afier months of dili- Eparipiug-4 Gaentle Giant
interrogation the hoyinend adontted that Marsha was indeed dead and where they
conld find her body. After 3 three year delay the case fimally came to mial the
bovfriend pled guilty and he was sentenced fo ower 30 years in prison.

Soon afier Marsha's death, Pamicia Beam of MCAR approached us with the
gqueston, “Would it have mads a difference if Marsha could have brought hes
dog with her to the shelter? “Sadly, we had to admit that it may have. S0, we set
about researching bow we could alleviate those liability issues and setting up our
protocol. Pamicia arranged for the donation of a kennel snd by the end of 2008
Mimchell County SafePlace was certified as an official SAF-T (Sheltering Animals
#nd Families-Together) program There are only 4 in the smate of Morth Caroling
Althouzh Marsha's death was fragic, she lives on in the hearts of all of ns who
knew her, and she iz divectly responsible for many women and children surviving
domestic violence. In the words of the mother of our first SAF-T Client Spark-
plaz, “Afier all the love he has given me, I owe It to Sparkplug to not give np and
mguun_1:-

Tracy Black is the Associate Director of Mitchell County SqfePlace. She can be
reached at §28-763-4015 or tracyeblackiibelisouth.net.
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Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
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RAY’S TREE SERVICE
* Hazardous Tree * Hedge Trimming
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of the Story:

This was the second Ponoy Farm Story that Cling wrote back m 2010, He was just
geftting his sea legs, so to speak, on writing these amicles. As Iread back through
them, I see the supper table, a big home cooked meal that Barbara had prepared,
and nsually 3 cake of some kind o fimich off the meal This is where we had the
pleasure of listening to Clint's tale of the day and the adventures he had been sub-
Jected to, in reality, had created for him=alf One of his endoring gualities was his
ahility to poks fum at himeelf withont reservation. and to revel in telling the story.
I have often thonght he would have been a winner at the story telling contest

over in Jomeshoro, Temnessee. [ would have loved to heve seen him participate in
something like this. He was such a competitor in every walk of his life that [ kave
no doubt that he would have been a winmer bere as well. It was always a laugh-a-
thom around the supper table just listening to the events unfold. His description in
real life was just as full of life, if not more so, than his written stores are. T hope
you enjoy this one as nmch as I did when I reread it todzy. Have a blessed day.

Fammer Dioug

Dear Friends,

A late a5 March of this year I believed I was a coundry boy. My home is Hen-
dersomville, WC, 3 nice town of 20,000+ only 1 *: hours away. Bat my perspeciive
changed dramatically in late biarch when I came to spend a few months with my
friends Dhoug and Barbara Harrell at Hamrell Hill Fanm near Bakersville,

Droug and I go back more than twenty vears, I was executive vice president for
GTE Corporation (now Verizon)}) and Doug was a technology marketer. A “country
boy” who done good is the way I often thought of me.

Well let me tell you, I have learned some waleable and inforgettable lessons
since arriving in the real ‘coumiry”. . I'we worked on the farm new for nearly s
monthe and experienced things which conld coly happen in 8 Chevy Chase film —
ar To me.

Amyaray, if v all will tolerate me I want to share some of my hair-raising farm
stories. We'll call them “Clint’s Chrondcles on the Funny Farm™ — names will be
chanzed to protect the imnocent, and chances are [ may exaggerate the facts a wee
bit. It will g0 something like this:

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm
A Beast in The Beans!

‘Twas a besutiful day at Harrell Hill Farms crystal clear
sky, 3 torrid 93 degress as I headed for the garden to harvest
2 cowpls tmshels of blwe lake bush besns. T had been nearky
devoured by tcks and yeliow jackets the day befiore — the
most 3gETessive microscopic critters on earth. 5o, I donned
o1y overalls, long-slesve shirt and high boots for an adven-
fure in the bean patch.

Mow what I found growing there I thought was a sming
bean but have since leamed that there is po longer a siring,
just @ snap. That was a pretty big disappointment to me,
glthonzh I'm not nure winy. Just so0 many pew farm facts in oy head these days I
can hardly catalop them all!

Doup told me this was backbresking work — that I might want to take a three-
leppad stool alony for more comfortable picking. Well T did thae but we'd had an
inch of rain owernight and the three lags kept setting mired in the dirt so it was
breaking my back moving the stool around; T tossed it aside. Besides, I've been
on the farm 3 months now, kave lost §3 pounds of chabby and ten inches in the
waistline I am fit like a fiddle, strong like a tuall, poised and ready to again dem-
onsitate moy agrculiural prowess.

I'was lmnched over piles and piles of bush beans, enjoying solimde with the
Lord, the land, and the garden. A gentle breeze cooled my sweat soaked clothes,
and I was lunming praize songs and zlking to Jesns. What a wonderful day He
Was ZivinE me.

It is moportant, mind vou, that I remain vigilant while harvesting these suc-
culent little pods. For I know that bees, spiders, snakes and other killer venmin
can aftack withowt warmimg. It's simply one of the harards of being Fammer Clint,
vet one I gladly embrace. T chockled to myysalf as T thoaght of the Scripture, “Ba
self controlled and alert. Your eneny the devil prowls around fike 3 roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.™ 1Peter 5:8. Mot that [ expected a lion, although
a hungry bear was mot out of the realm of possibility. Begardless, a farmer canmot
be too careful

Somewhere, sbout nud-besn-row, I heard a soft rustling in the sorghnm cans
field. I figured it must be a deer since they had been eatmg virmally every other
crop we'd planted at Harrell Hill Farme. I never knew deer are such destmactive
beasts and was praving that be wouldn't come over and ear all the beans. It was
such a glorious day, I contimied to pick and pray, to pick and bom to pick and
thank God for the joy of being one with the famm

Then, from nowhers and from everywhers 8 HUGE monster borst from the
permmeter of the cane field. . I beard it comiing, moning, stomping, growling,
moaning — inluman groans akin to those portrayed in Steven King nowvels. I stood
nry groumd, poised for war, girded for battle, prepared to lose ooy life for the bive
lake bush bean patch . then I FELT IT, it was on me!

Ady head dropped quickly, so quckly in fact that my stoaw hat fell to the
ground. And there, I mean right there, moving across my steel-toed boots was the
nzliest monster I've ever met. It was BIG. it was BEROW .. it had teeth like a
SHAFRK.. I screamed like a girl. it looked at me, made some guitural sound and

darted away. My frends, in the midst of picking beans and praizing God I stood
shoulder to shonlder with my very first EILLER. GROUNDHOG. (Okay, maybs
ot shoulder to shoulder bat he was a whopper!)

I always thouwght proundhogs were like prairie does, or tny and cute like Chip
and Diale. Well, now I know. _they resemble Simba, or Aslan, or Eing Eeng, or
auy number of other prehistoric beasts. (You langh vet you are readng this from
the comfort of yvour easy chair, not staring Godzilla in the face).

I had spilled beans from one end of the garden to the other; lost my three-
legged stool, tripping over and destroving many tomato plants, siumbling through
voung broccoli spears and sguishing mast of the tender beet sprigs. . 1 jumpsd
into my farm fmack — an 1801 vintage Jeep but that's a story for snother day — amd
slammed the door.

Wy heart was pounding like a sack full of angry opossums, my blood pressure
sky high, I'm not sure I had tsken a breath during the batle for the bhe lake bash
bean paich. Yet after a kalf hour or 50, I again sensed the peace of the Lord; all
was well with noy soul; the monster had shithered into the woods.

I dismeumted my jeep and resumed the barvest of bhue lake bush beans — confi-
dent that [ had survived yet anpother test on the Funny Famm.
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Authentic Life And Liberty
By Rev. Mark H Creech

Few Americans maly understand to what degres our
way of life is being challenged We are threatensd by
forces froon withouat, but worse sall by forces from
moral. Now more than ever we need to connect with
those principles that made ws who we are. and one of
the most important is fresdom.

Tien often we have conscioushy and nncpnscionshy
misinterpreted freedom. We searmingly have come to believe it means we can do
whatever we want, whenever we want, and wherever we want. We have come fo
believe that it means no limitations on our thoughts, our words, our behavier, and
that this lack of limitstion is the essence of freedom

Jesus spoke abont fresdom. The Scriptures say, "Then raid Jews fo those Jows
which believed on him, [fye continue in my word, then ane ye my dizaples mdeed;
And ye shall krow the truth, and the ruth shall make you free” (Tobn 8:31, 32).

Hothing speaks 1o the issne of liberry more than the Gospel of Christ. Ceniral
io its message is that Christ is the zreat Emancipator. His sacrifice on the Cross
provides an internal freedom — freedorm from the enslaving power of our broken
imner natures — freedom from sin and its penalty, which is death and j

Ims&nmi@h@amqfﬂalﬂummbxmhﬁaﬁzmma -t
zat ar l[iberiy them that are bruised"” (Luke 4:18).

Crur nation's foumders were keenly aware that both the moral ethic of civil Lib-
erty and the Christian reality of spiriteal iberty were interlocked. History reveals
that stable democratic republics in the West were largely drawn from the well-
spring of minds and hearts who had embraced the internal liberty that they had
come to kmow in Jesus Christ. The liberty of the Gospel was essentially the spark
that lit the fires of the American idea

Constantly today it seems that a new revolation of sooe kind is being an-
nounced What we really need m this country, howewver, 1s o gt back to thar driv-
g force which was behimd the American Fevolnton.

What was if? The answer comes 35 3 surprise to many. It was the firm comic-
tiom that if Christ would die to set men fres to live for him — what night did the
Eing of England have forcmg pespls to live and die for the British crosm? Thos,
one of the great coies of the Amenican colomies was, "Io Emg, but King Jesus!"

When Dianiel Webster in 1851 was reviewing the sreat history of our nation, he
ment in man's naiure be neglected " he wrote, "Let him be inflnenced by no higher
motives than low self-interest, and subjected to no songer restraings than the
limnits of civil muthority, and he becoowes the creature of salfish passions or blind
Licentionsness.. inspires respect for law and order, and gives strength to the wheole
social fabric, at the same fime that it condncts the homan soul npward to the Ao-
thor of its bemg."

A handred yesrs after Webster, Charles Malik Ambassador to the Unifed Ma-
fions from Lebanon affirmed the same. sayving, "The good in the United States
would never have come into being without the blessing and the power of Tesus
Christ. ] know how embammassing this matier is to politicians, bureancrats, busi-
nessmen and cynics: but, whatever these honored men think | the imefutable frwth
is that the soul of America is at its best and highest Christian "

There is an old story abount a kite that wanted to be free. He was thrilled the
day his master took him out, and be cawght the wind and was raised high above
the earth. But before long he realized he could fiy onky so far His master had quit
letming out the siing.

"Why am I held back like this?
he fretted. "If you think T am kigh
in the sky now, if I conld only be let
loose and be given my freedom, then
I wounld show them how hizh I could

Cme day while the kite was frefting
in this manner, the sring broks. The
kite wavered for a numute or two, Was
bown from side fo side, then snd-
denly it twmed topsy-urvy and came
fipatng down, unable to right imself
Finally, it was swept by 3 stronz wind
apainst an electric light line and thers
it lmngz helplessly suspended, all
tattered and tom. Its freedoon was its
rin.

It iz a false freedomm that leaves people at liberty to do whatever they want,
whenever they want, wherever they want; tae freedom is being tied tghtly to oar
mOCOTings.

Jesus taught that there is & framework to iberty — a group of principles and
laws within to which we pmst adbere. More importantly, Jesus said that he was
the embodiment of those principles and the very fulfillment of those laws. To
Enow him is o know the math, and to know the tmuth is to be free mndeed.

William B Inge has wisely said “Christianity promises to make men free but it
never promses to make them independent "

The sacrifice of our own wills, death to ourselves, for God's sake and that of our
fellowman is what resnles in suthentic life and liberty.

Reverend D Mark Creech iz Executive Direciar gf the NC Christian dction
League. Tou may contact him af revmarkcrecch@chrizianactionleague. org or
RIB-FRT-0aG0g

Remember when. ..

By Preacher Chris Fathbone
Mitchell County

F o

Located in the Worthern part of hifchsll Coumfy is & com- ‘
numity called Tipron Hill. I'm certainly not being disrespect-
ful when I say this, but its one of those places that if vou're |
oot a local you probably won't even realize you have drven
by 1t. Sort of like the Estatoe commumity where I prew up.
The coly resson most people would realize they were in
Estatoe was that one green state sign that had the name written on it?

Thouwgh it's closed now, at one time, there was 2 school in Tipton Hill Across
from this now empiy school milding ic the Griffith family General Store. This
general store has been a landmark in that community aad in our county for many,
many years. The bnsiness was owned by Frank Griffith and is now operated by
his son Jerry. This has been a family business as far back as I can remember. The
store Carries some power equipment, fertilize, famm equipment, Farden seads,
canning supplies, weed killer, and mamy items that vou just will not find in a big
chaim store. Most
importantdy it car-
ries 4 reputstion
for honest deal-

man when one would come i the store. Jerry, however, is quite different. He will
ereet vou “plum™ scross the store and has a langh that can be heard in the park-
ingz ot There is nmach to be said about 3 rral business where peopls zreet you by
name and go out of their way o help find what yvou peed. You just don’t find that
nmch anymore.

The other day Michelle snd I visited the store to pick up some things we needed
for the garden. We always enjoy browsing around to ses what unnsnal ems they
camy that you don’t see omch elsewhere. We were looking around and my eyes
fell upon something that brought back a flood of memories. There on a shelf was
what I call an ol dmey buter chum. Now that's not something you'll find ar the
local chain store!

In iy heart and mind T mmmediately went back to when I was a boy. In my
erandma’s kitchen, next to the door =at her ol batter chum. Thers were many
momings before daylight had even broke, that I woke up to the sound of Wam-
mie chuming butter and onming or singing while she worked that stick np and
down. There was a certain rhythm that she always had while she worked: Chunka,
chmka chanka, chonka .. I know that's probably not 8 word, bar that's what it
sounded like Sesing those butter chums brought back memories of Mammie's
Eool-Aid, combread, pickled beans and com, her tatterad sprons that she kept
patching up, the way she wore her hair im that little bun oo top or ker head, eic,
etc. [ can see ber in ooy mind, leaning upon that crutch, walking out the path to the
little Cloarch of God where she worshipped ber Savior. She wonld sit for the lon-
gast times in ber living room and play her piane and sing the beautiful old byrmmns,
My heart remembers all those prayers I heard her pray for her family and lowved
ones. Many mights I would wake up and see light shiming under nyy bedroom door.
Upon opening the door, Mammie would be sitting there at the kitchen table with
ber hezd down on her Bible where she had fallen asleep reading the Word of God.
What a way to drift off to rest!

Om the way home, we talked of the many memores we kave of the past. Mi-
chelle has a cast iron pan and 3 dough rofler
of her grandma’s that makes her think of her
every thme she nses them. On the wall in
our den hangs one of the crossoot saws that
my Pa and Diaddy used when he was a boy.
There’s a wood cook stove in my hasement
that belongzed to my Daddy and MMomma
which I will keep for the years fo come to
remind me of who cooked on that stove and
what they mean o me.

Michelle znd I recalled on that drive home
of how when we were younger we thought
bigzer was better. We would wavel every
weekend to the bizger cities and thought that
was the stuff. The older I zet I realize how
ouach we have lost The small toam feel of
people knowing your name Means Some-
thing 10 me. Being in a community where
everybody comes together in their haarts
to pray for sormeons is 8 blessing Fust the
other week we ran into an old schoolmate who shared with us how they decided to
move back “horme™. Meow I know that thers will be many who read dhis and won't
agree with me, bt for me, I'm happy that I live in a place where I can see an ol®
batter chumm and it belps me to “remember when ™

Preacher Chriz Rathbone serves az Pasior af Mine Creek Bapiist Chunch.

www. brenews.com

May 2017 - Blue Ridze Cluistian News page 16



Lana's Lines

Mothers - Then and Now

By Lana Ellis
Kingsport, TH

She had protected him as long as she could. If she didn’t
do somethinge soon her babry boy wnonld dis. With shaking
hands Jochebed genthy laid kim in a basket beside the river
in hopes that e would be protected. In Viemam the haby
was sick and needed care that her mother was not able to

give her The Viemamese mother placed her baby girl at the
door of 2 mission in bopes that someons wonld rescue ber.

With compassion the Princess looked info the face of baby Moses lying in the
basket beside the Mile Fiver. Giving in to her motherly instinet she convinced
her father, the baby-killing king of Egypt, to allow her to keep the baby as her
own. Likewize in east Tenmessee nry daughter-in-Law, mother of three, still had

; An empiy spot in ber mother-heart. She
and my son becames the parents of Jenma
| the same baby who had been placed at the
dpor of the Vietnam mission a conple of
years bafora.

Her name was Mary, She was pregnamt.
How was she to respond? Choose God's
| way or the world's way? 5She chose life
|| for her child and as a result she became
the mother of Jesus, the Messiah She
raized him according fo the laws of God.
ﬂumghrhmﬂemmnfmﬂmgwﬂnﬁuhﬂmmmdmdashe
became 3 teacher of the Scrptures. Then Mary stepped aside to allow him do the
work he was called to do but she remained his faithful mother all his days oo the
earth.

Her name was Ruth. She chose to give birth
to me and five other children. She taught us by
example the ways of the Lord. Faithfully she
mvolved us with Christian believers and saw
ns grow as sdents of the Scripiares. Always
staying within reach and constantly praying she
stepped aside and allowed the six of us to do the
work we were called to do as adults.

Thank God for the examples of these six maoth-
ers and those like themn:

Tochebed and the Viemamess WMother who
sacrificially loved their children.
Adoptive mothers like the Princess and my
Demghter-in-law. Mary and Fath, mothers who
chipze life snd lovingly raised their children.

Lana Eilis rezsides in Kingzpori TN, next door to grandchildren. Church is Wast
Colonial Hillz Baptist Chumnch.

Blue Ridge Tent & Event Rentals

* Weddings Wesiern North Carolme
* Fundraizers

1 1 i
ety Bustin Buriesss - B28-385-2372

:Erass F|:mz1=.|1:|:I : ﬂu‘m-nl EE-HM
» Church Events A - N ;
» Birthadays

www Facebook com/BlueRidge TentandEventRentals

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Godly Mothers
By Fev. Bruce Cannon
Mirchell Couniy

Whar would be a wery worthy topic to write about
during the month of MayT Spring is bringing forth new
the weather is wonderful. But the Lord did not lead me
to write ghont sy of those topics this month. Tnstead
He brought fo niy heart the blessmg of having Godlby
mothers. May, as you know, is the month we celebrate
Mother's Diay. How blessed iz a home to have a Godly mom who nurtures her
children lowes her hnsband and who puts God first in ber life!

Abrabham Lincoln is given credit for this guote: “All that I am or ever hope
be, I owe to mry angel meother™ That cam be said for so many whose momms fanght
of the Lord to her children and who lived our His life before them in her daily
walk. She is the worthy woman of Proverbs 31 whose “hushand doth safely tast
in ber” and whose choldren “rise up and call her blessed

What confidence she instills in ber children! She should be credited greathy for
halping them make wize choices, live productive lives, get 2 good education and
mast importanthy, halping them to come to know Christ as their parsonal Savier!

How can moms be this kind of mom? By making sore her priorities are placed
in the right order. The Lord must kave first place in ber life and i everyone's Life.
She, if her husband is still i the home, should pat him second with the children
Ccomming im next. S0 many times, hushands and wives get this wronz. Their
children come ahead of their love for their spouse. The very best way to raiss
children who will be secure, feel deep and personal love from parents, and who
can accomplish great things in life is to raise those children with the knowledge
that mom and dad lowe the Lord and that mom's and dad’s mammiage is extremely
serure. Flaising our children out of the owverfiow of our love for Chost and love
for one's sponse will mode] before the children bow to have priorities in the right
place and help them to be sble to succeed greathy, spirmmally, emotionally and
otheraize.

For thoze who do not have a hnshand in the home just put the Lord first and the
children second. He, the Lord, will make up the difference. Psablm §8:5 says He
will be a “father of the fatherless ™

Mom's, we wish vou a very Happy Mother's Diay and say, “We love you and
thank the Lord for yvon!”

Rav. Bruce Cannon currantly rerves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creck Baptist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served as Director of Missions for tha Bladen
Baptizt Azzociagfion and has semaed on the aneral Board of the Bapuist State Con-
venrion gf North Caroling.
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Pine and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
N"’_"U:::i“ﬁiﬂ‘“ﬂ":lh 12715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine
Recyling Stumps, Limbs, : : :
Call for Dump Fees (ll‘._ .2:‘)) 1‘(66_6 16{)
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L&B FURNITURE 7™

Burke Cowngy

"Gnﬂwﬂll cﬂ"n‘fs Lﬂﬂst sﬁlec“m ﬂf F"m““rﬂ' Wiost pople want to be in the Promise Land, but most

. don't want to fight the giavrs. We always want the goods,
withons the efforts. We are in the dayvs where we mnast
fight the good fighr. The good news is, it 15 a Gzht we
win, or should I say He has alrsady won.  The banie is the
Lord, and He 15 the Lord of Host.  The Brble says endure B2
hardness as a good soldisr. We should never zripe and complain IJz:e the children
of Tsrael did in the wilderness.  Vow will die there, like they did  Ifwe believe
like Fosbua znd Calab we will anter fo the promise land and conguer 211 the ziznt
aed foes of our genaraton.  This world needs you to be the best yvou can be in
Christ, =0 we can skine the light to 2 lost gensration. We ara commissioeed to g0
imto all the world, preaching the zospal.  Tesus went shout doing good and Lhezl-
ing all thar were oppressed of the devil. Thart is our examiple. to be like Christ
Hea has ziven us power and domdnion. We bave the
shility 1o break the chams off people’s lves. People
need hope for tomermow and we can bring that w
pazs. Preach Choist apd himy cracified.  That wall
pierce their hearts and give them bope for a fonore
that 1= filled with joy, peace, and love.

I huek sbowt the recent movie about Les Soobel
The Caza for Christ. It was a powerful movie of
him mying to prove Chrst was not a factual event.
Ha was an atheist and was very upset when his wife
tecame a Chrisdan.  He set ouf to prove itwas a
frand. Al his research a3 an vestizanve reporter at the Chicazoe Trobune coms
up short zed be realized that he conld caly believe afier everything he mied to
disprove. His wife fought the batle to love himn no mater what and thart is what
won o the end. Who can resist the Love of God?

That s the message we n2ed 1o be living and speaking.  Cror fighr is not with
fiezh and blood, but with powers of darkness. We ars called to mead upon ser-
pents. Fesist the devil and be will flee. We have the power m the name of Feans
o do just thar  Walk in your suthority m Christ and be the Ambazsador of Christ
to this Waorld.  Lift up the namie of Tesns so all men can comee wote Him,  That is
our calline.  We should be abont the business of our Heavenly Father Taksup
our cross and die to ourselves. That is the victory we have and what will zave
those aroumd ns. When we are the Bible they see m moton. Oomward Christian

Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC | >0, Sty e Course
Tursdiy - Friday  Safesday  Sumday & Menday Mike Stmoud &5 @ pastor ar Harizon Church i Mersamion, Music Direcior af wisn
(B‘ 2 B} 652-7667 bam - bpn  Hum - dpm Cloped AmazingGraceRadio.com, and ewns Stroud Building Supply in Morganton.

Nothing makes a home cozier than a wood burning stove. They look great and they
produce heat for your living room, family room, dining room, or kitchen, Buck Stove
offers a wide selection of Wood Burning Stoves in various styles and sizes, proudly
designed and produced right hera in the USA

Buck Stove wood burning stoves allow you to use 2 plentiful and renewable source of
fuel to heat your home all winter. Not only do wood burning stoves look pleasing, but
they also allow you ta rely on your awn source of heat, You can heat your home

with wood when needed and customize the amount of heat to your liking,

They are simple to use and built to last!

Visit our local BUCK STOVE Dealers and check out the selection of Wood Burning Stoves!

Peebles Furniture of Spruce Pine, Blossman Gas of Burnsville, Amerigas,
Young's Fuel of Bakersville and L&B Furniture of Marion
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Three Commitments That Will
Make This Summer Unforgettable

By Jazon Koon
Burke Coungy

It's the e of vear when everyons 1s thinking
shout what they need to do to make this aummsr
excinng and memorable. How do I lose thoss
last 15 ponnds? Where are we going on vaca-
ton? How are we going w pay for it7 What am
I gomg to do dhis surnamer to meake sure that it is one I'lL never forget? After zll
wa only g8t 5o many sunimiers and life cap be so uncertam, we're not promusad te
ability o empoy spother one. One of the saddest realities is that so few Christans
are a3 concerned with the srester spirimal realides e the same way, Too many of
ns are stack o3 perpemal stare of inwoamrity with o desire 1o do auvthing aboar
i, We zav we kpow thar fime is short We say thar our relatonskip to God 15 im-
partzet, but bonesty another supmmer is abont o corne and go withonr aoy lasmne
chanze. Here are thres conumitments vou can make this sunumer that will belp you
braak our of this cycle and muly make this a swmmer like no other.

Eead the Word Every Diay
Start small, that's the kKey o

staying in God's Word. Fead a
chapier a day — or half 3 chapter
— and don’t feel like vou have to
naderstand everything, just Ty o
pick our one thipg that seems to
g out At yon or make sense o
vo If vou read and understand
one thing from God’s Word each
daw thes suemmer, von will ba
surprizad af the snormons changes
Grod will make in your life,

Sacrifice Something

Where did we get this idea that we can follow Jesus and pever be called upon o
secrifice? Jesus said “"Whomer seeks fo preserve Bz Iife waill loze i1, Bur whoever
lozes iz Njfe will heep v In face, I think thar lack of sacrifice may be the bizzest
raazon that we s2e so many Amencap Chrisoans ving in perpeteal imananatty.
Zp, sacrifice something this sunmer. Maybe yon peed o sacrifice your golf
onmnEs o spend mune with vour kids or sacrifice some of vour family dme at the
laka to spend zome famdly tme o the word or serving at 3 local sonp Eitchen or
mizsion. Mayibe God is calling yow o scale back your vacation and invest somes
of thar time and mensy into His Kingdorn, Whatever it is. we will never grow to
mianiriny in Christ ifwe doa't first learn to lay ourselves dowo,

Go Somewhers

Advdmedly, this may not b2 something vou can acconplish by the end of this
suumuner, bt you can get the wheels nomung. The world 1s bigger than Wastam
Horth Carelina and God is bigger than just what He is doing o our pait of the
world. Going to another coutext can belp ws break our of that cycle of inunanrity
in 50 many different wavs; seeing God move in anether culiure can be life chapg-
mg. Sesmg the dav-to-day lives that many of our brothers apd sisters have to live
can be eve-opening, and more than likely the cost of 2 Mission trip will force you
to reevaluate vour financss and call vou to sacrificial givies for the saks of the
Eingdom.

Lifz is ta0 short to let spother summier g0 by wapped in a perpemal cycla of
nmmanoicy. God is too big and ome is too short. Dho somnething this summmer, that
will make 3 differance in vou and vour family's life, oot just for the summier, bat
for etermity.

Jnson Eoon iz Pastor af Bridged?
Church m Morganton, NC.

—
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Building Leadership
By James Mipper
Avery Coungy

Yoath Leadership, Chnstian Menmoring, & Wilderness
Agdventnre!

If vou have 3 teen grandchild, or other vowth fmend
from ages 14 o 17 ready to take thar naxe step roward chedr
spirimal grovth and undsrstanding therr identiny in Christ
then check out the wnigue Created For Parpose, two week
wildemess based leadership raining program hosted by Appalachizn Momtain
Leadership (AML} in Fuly.

Plezze visit AML's website 3t woowwoamlnc.org. As vou will see, ANL's
emphasis is on servant leadership, and they link wilderness activites with their
mentering skills and maing, creating a unique experience that cannot be matched
by any organizaton in the Sputheass Please click "Advenmres ™ thep the "Creared
for Parposa” t2b o learn about this exciting program!

The “Creatad for Parpose” program consists of 10 davs of backpacking through
the Pizpsh Matonal Forest in the Blue Fidge Mountain: of Morth Carolina; twa
davs of rock climbing, and oo days of local service as missions. The program re-
quires 3 sertons eleven month comuniment fom o charch mestor o work closely
with, gnide, and epcourage these vouth participants 1 assess their personzl and
spirimal lives snd leam how to
value and implemient the concepis of
sarvant leadership and bacome finurs
leaders in their respectve Corommmnni-
ties and charches.

AN “Crestad for Purpose”™
program is ouly & mansformative
expenience. a5 reflectsd in this stwdent
review as recordad in Day 11:

Diay 11: "These past few days I
have heen maly blown away by haw
beautifnl and awe mepineg evary-
thing is. From the smoallest plant to
the kggest mountsin, everything
seems 50 wmwch brighter, Colors ars
more vibrant, and [ suddenly seem
= samall. T have pushed through ths
Jjoarmey, woubles, pleasures and 21l I have pushed ooward in a spitmal jourmey
as wall. The Lord is reaching me sreat things m every breath I breathe, Purposs is
zpmething T have abways souzgled with, and I had hoped myv purpose (where the
Lord is l2ading me) would snddenly become clear to me on this mip. I feel like I
arm qust picking wp the precas that will one day Lav out to make the bizger pronre
I just have to be patent and have FATTH. We ATL have wondarful porpose and 1
Can'T wWall o confnne my journey of lifs to see what 1t 5. It all leaves me breath-
lezs, I have no words great enongh fo describe how 2 life with the Losd faels”

“oun can ses from this testmondal that the Craated for Puopose program has 3
very powerfil effect on vouth, and assists them n their search to find their own
“purpose” in [ife, apd belps equip tham fo become leaders in their own churches
and local commnines.

For thosa church youth that may be ideal candidates for this wonderful prozram
but whose families cannot afford the cost AML has owo sponsored spots for these
stdents thar may qualify.

Dion’t muss thiz excepiional, mnigue oppormumity for aspining church youth! Go
o wwweamilns org now. and leam mors showt “Craated for Puarpase!™
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High Country Polaris, Inc.
200 Pineola St. Newland 828-737-3060
www.highcountrymahindra.com

James d iz wife started the Jaron Project in honor of thewr son. The AML iz
simglar fo the Jaron Project.

w.: are |.h= appmntr:d Dealer lor lhn: HI,E;]‘I Cuunuy -E:. l:mn:lenng
East Tennessee for Mnhmr.im the world's #1 tractor company and
the fastest selling tactor in ﬂ'll‘; LISA!
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Helps Community with
Over$ 31,000 In Grants

Ey Adam Burleson

Huwdreds gather aupually for Eaa
For Holland's 5K and 10 race each
Spring. The race is desizned 1o both
raise awareress and finds for the tocal |
disabled comnmunity. To date, ovar
331,000 have been zraned to varous
organizatons. The size and purpose
of zrants diffar based on the need of
the grzanization Here are just some
of the amazing projacts made possible
through thedr granes: Camp Funshine was abls to put on four ssasons] events for
the disabled commuuity, Intennonntzin Children's Semvices. Inc. used a grant to
purchass scresning tools o assess learming and maxnnize each child’s ahilites,
Gouge Elzmentary spd Greenlse Primary both were able to purchase SHIART
Boards to 2id m creatve lessons that can adapt o ind:-
vidial lsaming styles, whila Mitchsll-Yancey Parmership
For Children received a grant w0 acguire toys specifically
dezizned to promots sensery stmulannz acivines. These
| ware all made possible by the zeperous local Sponsors and
{ procesds from the race fees. Faum For Holland was stamed
MM v Adam and Brooke Burleson in 2014, Tust five months
info their pregnancy they received 2 test resnds that mdicar-
ed 3 99% chance that theo baby girl wonld be borw with
Diown Syndromne. Scared and uncarain, with support fem
B family and friends they pressed on with a new outlook.
Croa of the resouaces their Gepenc Connselor provided
was a shoot story ttled, “Welcome to Hollasnd” By Emdly
Per] Bangsley It's a story that describes their joumey like
that of a couple who planned a dream trip to Italy only to
fd themselves in Helland, Whils st frst, the couple was
el questioning why they were sent to Holland while all their
o [riends were celebrating their tips to Italy, they realized
B that Holland wasn't 3 homible place. It was just a different
88 place Everyoae they knew was busy comming and going
o Iraly. “And the pain of that will never, ever, ever, aver
8 Zooaway. .. because the Joss of thas dresm is & very vary
B siznificant loss. But. . if vou spend your life mourning
" the fact that vou dida't ger oo Iraly, you may never be free
| o enjoy the very special, the very fovely things ... about
Holland.” And with the reading of that story, the Bugle-
| soa’s decided to nzme their lovely danzhter Holland Bt
whean you pan for Holland yon're nof just mnning for
their Holland but for every family that bas and will travel
o Holland when they thonghe they were goins to Ttaly.
The Fun this year is May & 2017, For more mformation
call B28-383-2341 or email mnforbolland @ gmail com.

- * Adam d& Brooke are Holland's parenis & they started
W' t the Run for Halland
, 5

Buy any Energy Smart Home
and get $1,500 toward utility bills.

merass  Play It Cool

(828) 433-8455

claytonmorganton.com SUMMER SALE
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We are Proud to Support our Militar Yy & Veterans
Thank You for Your Service and Blessings to You
on Memorial Day!

7

o f S\

PruittHealth Home Health
would like to thank you and
- your family for the opportunity
O Pru 'I'tt to serve you! We strive to
X provide the best quality
| services for your home health
needs.

Avery County:

(828) 733-1550 Our services include:

! * skilled nursing
Mitchell County: « physical, occupational
(828) 688-3421 and speech therapies
* medical social work

Yancey County: * home health aides

(828) 682-7825 We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding

counties.
Pruitthealth.com
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BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Roan Bd. - BO. Box 217 - Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Phone (828) 765-2762 - Fax (828) 765-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 Amencan Thread Fd. - Manon, NC 28752
Phone (828) 756-4426 - Fax (828) 756-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Cell (828) 385-1099

Chance Boone

CNA positions available. Part-time
and Full-time. Flexible hours.
Call §28-765-4343 for more information

or apply anvtime at our office Monday
through Friday between 7:30 am and 4:00
pm. 125 Skyvview Circle. Spruce Pine, next
to the Chevy dealership.

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care
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Treat Her other's Day

Mother’s Day is
Sunday May 14"

Give Mom the day off and let us do the
cooking, we'll even do the dishes!

i
i

We'll have lots of delicious items
Mom will love and so will the Kiddoes!

We look forward to celebrating with youl

South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shopping Center

828.765.9151

How to Build a Home
and a Church Psalm 127

By Bev. John McCoury
Roan Mountain, Tmnesseée

There is mmach talk today of finding new ways to make the
Church strong and vigorous. The reason being, “the more
we are together the stronger we will be " This makes mood
semce in the eves of the world. Thiz i= good business practice,
Companies 1miting to pool fheir resources and fo cut down
their overhead expenses. This would be an excellent idea, except for one fact -the
Church is not 3 business. In the eves of God, and in the light of the Scripnmes, it
is the Body of Christ. The umity already exists within the Body. The Charch is not
&0 organization but an organism. There is also caly one Body. Tust as Jesus is the
way, the mmth, and the life so the Charch is the Body. Improvement to 3 body does
oot come from withouwt, but from within A geod medical doctor does not treat the
sympioms of 3 man's illness 35 individwal iteme to be dealt with one at 3 time. He
examines the sympéoms and uses them as a guide to belp him disgnose the iliness.
Successful diagnosis is essential o snocessfol Teatment.

Ome other important thing o remember is thet the Lord builds His Church with
familiss-and not with individuals. This iz something we seem to have forpotten
these days-the mmportance of the family in the life of the Church I have been
nmch impressed lately, as [ have been in the Orient, 10 see the way many of the
pastors and missionsaries have been gripped with this idea. They concentrate on
winning families to Christ This is their zim their prayer and their whole pur-
pose. A chuarch is &s sirong as ifts families sre strong. Motice the importance of
ihe Christian home in the days of the early Church-the bome was the Church
They had no special unildings set aside to be used for chorch worship and church
activites. The church met in the bome. Fomans 16:3 and 5 We need to distingaish
betyeen the Church the one Church, the one Body of Christ and the chorch, the
local sroup meeting m the local building which is a part of the Body of Christ.
Becognizing then the mportance of the home we nesd to find ot what the Bible
has to say shout it Any tath and feaching from the Scriptures which will help
sirengthen the home is vital to the life of the chorch. Pesbm 127 has moch 1o say
in this connection. We cam link this Psalm once more with the words of our Lord.
If we can only get the risen Christ in the home, and kesp Him in the home, and
seg His relevance to the day-bry-day moning of the home-then blessing is inevi-
table in all areas. This Psalm begins with the most imporant tuth in budlding &
bome: "Exceps the Lord build the house, they labor i vain that lald i1." Inis a
tuth so simple in its telling. bat 50 difficult m the doimg. This verse is teaching us
that there is only one builder in the home, and that bailder is God. In like man-
ner, there ate those who are
called laborers-the hnsband
and the wife. If is ar dhis
the seads of all firture failure
in a Christian home There
is only one builder. He
devised the plans be-cause
He is the archifect as well
as the tuailder. He knows
exactly what He wants to do
in the lives of the Christian
couple. S0 often in the early
days of 3 marmiage there is a silent, secret strazzle for power. Failure is inevitable
we must be abways lsboring. If von do not keep on laborme, then it will be in
vam. The only way to baild a snccessful Christian home is to wotk at it, and keep
on working at it! [ want to suggest three special areas in which the laboring mst
be sbsolutely sincere and kept up to date.

First there must be "a continual application to the task at kand letting the Lozd
be the bnilder. The second special area is in "a contimial adjustment to ciromm-
stances." These are the ciroumstances that make up the souff of daily living. The
adjustment can be a development in the boring things of life, a contiming experi-
ence in the ordinary, Faith can always claim and hold fast the promizes of God. In
Corinthians 15 Verze 58 of this same chapter provides an appropriate werse for our
present line of thinking: “Thergfore, my heloved breethnem, be ve steadfies?, unmov-
able, ahwms abounding in the work gf the Lomd, forasmuch as va bow that your
Iabar is not in vain in the Lord. * Motice, 1t 1s the work of the Lord-the One who
is the builder, and your labor is not in vain! There is a third special area in which
the laboring must be constant. This follows oo from that with which we have just
been dealing. It is "a confinual accepravce qf situaton. " Psalm 127: 1 says, "Ex-
cepr the Lord build the house, they labor i vain thar burld ir. " The Lord is always
building, but are you always laboring?

Jahn MeCoury i5 paztor of Evergreen church m Roan Mauntam, Temessee and
also chaplain ar Roan Highlands Nursing Center,
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Hospice of Yancey

Play Me a Memory

By- Debhbie McCraw
Tancay Cowunty

Mnsic. Chances are, when reading that word, 3
memaory pops into your mind. Music often brings
back wonderfinl memories and emotions for ws all.
Whether it is a certzin song, listening to your favorite |
zenre, aitending & concert of your favorite artst, or
singing by a camp fire, noasic is an impontant part
of our lives. We never seemn to forget the hanes we
Listened to Zrowing up.

Mmsic can also awsken a person struggling with Alrheimer's. demsentia, snd
other cognitive and physical challenpes_ It can help them to reconmect with the
wiorld thronzh music-mggersd memories wastly improving their guality of Life. By
iniroduncing personalized mnesic into the Lives of thess folks through digital nasic,
many seem to come alive again

Crrer the last several years as a Yancey Hospice and Palliztive Care volontesr,

I have had the pleasure to sing for and with many of my clients. They were such
precions moments; moments of joy, happiness, and reminiscing, some non-Com-
nnmicative clients seemed o find peace with nmsic. There is a power in nonsic
that we may never fully understand, but I do know this: music speaks to our sonls
and our minds.

Yancey Hospice and Pallistive Care, located in the mountains of Western Morth
Carplina was first estalblicshed in 1982 by a group of volunteers working from a
bazement. In 1983, these vohmteers gained the corporate non-profit statns for the
organization and bave provided quality medical, emotional, spirimeal, and social
supparnt for our connoumites for over 30 years! Although nmch of the support pro-
vided to compuanity members is covered by an insurance benefit, Yancey Hospice
and Palliztive Care is prond to provide a “Higher Standard of Care™ to belp clisnts
and their loved ones during one of the tougher times of life. They have been ahle
io provide these additions with the support of their comnmnity members.

We are again in need of our conumumities " unwavenng support! I am parmering
with this amazing group of caregivers to raise finds and equipment fo bring mmsic
back into the lives of our patients. After watching the movie, “Alive Inside™,
which I highly reconumend I was stirred to begm this joumey of helping the
“lpst™ reconnect with the world around them throngh music. With this campaizn
and your support, we are hoping to establish a program, “Play e a Memory™,
that will allow us to provide an MP3 player or iPod with 3 genre of music that will
stir the sonls of each of our patients.

The concept for the program is simple. Each MP3 or iPod will be kpaded with
3 specific genre or listing of mmsic. After conversations with the patisnt or the
patent’s loved ones, we will determine which genre wonld fit the patient's taste.
From this point, we will begin utilizing music to hopefolly bring the patents back
o us or give them back a lost jov.

In crder to get this program up and going. we are n need of equipment and
omsic. We heve sef a campaizn goal of $3,500 to fiund the development of this
proeram for our patients. If you are unable to donate financially, we are also ac-
cepiing donations of equipment! If yvou have new or gently used MP3 players,
iPodds, or ear-covering head phones and would like to donate these, please do! We
are also in need of a new or gently used laptop to house the music, and donations
of CDs are more than welcome to kelp us build our music brary.

Dronstions can be made oaline at biips/vww_ gofimdme com PlayheAbemory
ar at kitpcfwarw hospicecfvancey. org/donations. hitml {please be sure to designate
the donation as “Flay e a Memory™ in the comment baoco).

If you are mot conipater saviy, please mail oy donations, cash or non-cash, to:

Yancey Hospice and Palliative Care
Arxin- Play Me a Memory
856 Georzes Fork Bd
Bumsville, BT 28714

Please labsl the donation “Play Me a Memory™ to ensure it is processad appro-
priztaly. All domations shonld be addreszed mw Yancey Hospice and Palliative Care
and ate 100%: tax deductible undsr IES code 501c3.

Mdunsic has been such an important part of my life. I was raised with omsic and
I can’t imagine not bearing any of it ever again. Flease, won't yon belp us and
donate o Yancey Hospice and Palliatmve Care so, throngh the gift of music, we
can brng some life, jov, and peace t0 50 many in our comoninites?

All of us at Yancey Hospice and Palliative Care THANE YOU immensely for
coniributing to the “Play Me a Memory™ campaizn!

If von have further questions fael fres to contact 3 representative at §28-682-
2§75 or email at nfoj@hospicecfirancey.org. Check out the balow link for a clip
from the movie “Alive Ingide™ if vou are further interested in this concept and the
morvie. hetps:fararwyoutihe comfwratch™=FwTY T8agf T

Debbie iz a valunteer for Hosmice gf Tancey Coungy

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

USED
APPLIANCES

for all your appliance needs

* We repair Mondtor Heaters!

Cash It, Don’t Trash It!
We buy your used appliances! R A
* Dryers
149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC * Stoves

f

&

’ Cm:nrlmrﬂrﬁuﬂl}rmfu]mﬁm:
* We repair all major hnu:lmfapplhnm.

828-766-9005 * (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

"‘" Community Diaper Program

7

At
Bakersville Community Health Center
Celo Health Center

Spruce Pine Community Health Center

You can receive diapers at the prices [isted below
(If you meet certain requirements.)

You must complete an application.

Call 688-6621 for more infarmation or to apply.

Skre Prica it Dinpers/Pack
l £5.75 44
i L1086 4
3 48.14 56
i 416,249 1]
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- Hair
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on, NG 257! Vicky Hutch VMiki H

828-659-8159 O
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Hello, my friends, T tmast you all had a very blessed
Easter and took some fime to celebrate the Besurrection
of cur Saviour Fesns Christ. T also hope you are looking
forward to Mother's Day. If vour Mother is stll Living I
want to encourage you to contact her this Mother's Day
and if possible visit her. I plan to spend time with vy
bhiother a5 well. I owe a lof of whom I've become in the
Lord to the prayers of my Modther.

This month I want to deal with a subject that we all can leamn from and do a
better job of putting thiz Scripture Trath into practice. Paul says in Philippiang
4: 11812 “Not that I zpeak in respect g want: for T have leared, in whatsoaver
stafe I am, therewith to be content. T know both kow fo be abased, and T beow how
to abound: everywhere and i all things, Tam mstructed both fo be il and fo ba
hrgry, dorth fo abound and to offer need. "

I find it interesting that Panl says, "both fo be i and fo be hungry, both io
aboind and fo syffer need " How can we be full and hunery and aboumd and suffer
need at the same fme” The answer is simple, Paul is feaching us on 3 spirinial
matter with a luman example. We may fesl as though we are spimimally full of
God's will for our lives but we should always hunger for more. Alzo, we may feel
we have all the sbumdance of God's blessmg and provision bot we should always
realize we still have needs. You may ask if I am enjoving shbundance why should
feal 3z thoupgh I have needs? This element is of 3 spirital and 3 physical nature.
We can always use more of God in our lives and we can if lead by the Spirtt use
mrore materially to be a blessing to others who may not have physically or spiri-
ally what we enjoy. In other words, why not be satisfied with what you have, a re-
lationship with Christ, 3 home, a car, a job, and probably some other tovs and say
Fod if T enjoy aandance beyond these things I want to share them with others.
We live bere in America and enjoy so omach that often we forget to be thankfol
We become selfish and self-centered almost without realizing it

Om a spirital level, we will never be satisfied with any level of Spirimal fiull-
pess. We should abways desire more, not for our oem pride or recognition, bt in
order to help others know our Precions Sawionr!

By the world's standards we live in the richest Manion on earth and we shonld
be thankfinl However often we are not. Mamny times, we live our lives mying to
buy things we don't need with money we don't have to impress people we don't re-
ally like. We are live wires, all nght, mast everyvihing we have is "charged " Why
ot ask God to give us a beart like His? A heart of love and compassion, one that
dasites to give for the good of others,

In Febmary, myself and 18 others went on a mission Top to Jamaica. We went

Do you run a
local business?

So do we.

THE BEST LOCAL
INSURANCE AGENCY

F

Fortner Insurance Agency, Inc.

Fowivis
Loy w
ey

SRk
Auto-Owners
INSURAMNMCE

LIFE = MigMRE + CAK ¢ BUSINESS

to preach the Gospel, build 3 chuoch, offer medical supplies and care, as well as
other umanitarian aid. What we expenenced there needs to be expenenced there
needs o be experienced by every Christian in Amenica. If so it would change our
perspective entirely. We would be ashamed to complain or feel as though God
bad not given us what we deserve, (By the way we should be thankfial He doesm't
Eive us what we deserve or we wonld all be in Halll) I saw many people who had
absohately nothing trying to help others to survive. They don't have fine Church
buildings with padded pews, climate control, carpeted foors, and large aduca-
tion wings. They are fortumate if they have a 1 room shack to worship m and yet
they are thankful and ungry to work for Jesus. Most of their homes we wonldn't
use for chicken coops or hog pens and yet they are thankful for 3 roof over their
bezds. Many of the children where [ preached had never seen 3 real pizza, et
alome tasted one. The team worked to build a charch for a commumity who liter-
ally live in, out of and with a landfill. This comonnity is known as Riverson City,
Jamaica. They are literally surviving oo trash and yet they are thankful for a 1
room facility and are prond to work for Jesus to win people to the saving knowl-
edze of Christ. They gave of themssalves to see the work po on. God help us o
be content with such as we have, stop our complaining and look for ways to be
more lnmgry and empiy for Tesus! Many of the people of Tamaica are fortunate if
the can have 1 meal a day. My don't met that and yet they come o Clharch and
Praise the Lord for His Bleszings We a5 God's people here in America ought to be
ashamed to commplaim asbout anything! God truly has blessed wes and we shonld be
willing to share Him both st home and around the world!

Here are some pictures of a small church in 8 mountzin conumanity, 8 boms in
Bivertom City, as well as the church being constmacted in Fiverton

Thres hundred people accepted Jesus during this mission twip.

D Bemfield is the Semior Pastor gf Altapazs Baprist Church i Spruce Pine. He
Jormarly pastored in Alevander County, NC for 20 years before coming to Alta-
pass in Octobar 2011
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Your Works Testify

By Shawn Thomas
Burke County

"But the testimeony which I have iz grearer than the festi- - .
mony gf Jodn, for the works which the Father har given Me P —r
fo accompiish — the very works that I do — testify about Me, i; e
that the Father has sens Me. ” (JTohn 5:385)

Jesus was speaking to the Tews who were seeking to kill 1
Him because He claimed to be equal with God, and He was
giving them “evidence”, in 3 sense, that He really was who
He clamed 1o be. He referred fo the testimony of JTohn in -33, but then He added
here that there was a greater festimony 0 who He was: “the works which the Fa-
ther has ziven Me to accomplish — the very works that T do — testify about Mde
... Jesus was able 1o point to His works to prove that He was who He claimed to
be.

This shounld cccasion some soul-searching among those who claim to be God’s
people today. Are vou really what you claim to be? Are vou really 3 Christan?
How will you, and those who observe your life. know? The same way that Fesns
was known: “the wordks which the Farher has ghaem (Vouwl fo accomplizh ™, thay
will “nestifie” about von!

If vou are really a Christian, your works will back up your profession. JTesus
szid in Matthew T:20-21. “5o rthen, you will kmow them by thair . Not every-
ore wie says to Me, Lord, Lord”, will enter the Kingdom gf Hemven, bt he who
dioes the will af My Father who is in hemveen. ™

If this is e, what does it say abont the validity of your claim 1o be a follower
of Christ? Fast like Fesus, it°s not merely what yoo SAY abouwt yourself that proves
who vou really are_ bui what vou DO, Tesns' works testified clearly and consis-
tently that He was maly the Son of God. What do yvour works testify about vou?

Shmwn Thomas 15 Senior Pastor af Pleasant Ridee Baptist Church in Morsanian.
Hiz messages amnd devoiionals are avaiialie af www.shmwnethomas. cam

. ® Haprpy MoTHER’S DAY

Grace Comn

Enough for Today

ou Did All That For Me And
| Don't Care That Much

By Jemry Lewis
MeDowell County

As T read this T remermber Tolm Mewton's apt words:

"A lthough my memory’s fading, T remsember tao things
wery clearly: I am a great sinner and Christ is 3 great

Bible scholar and pastor 2. T. Wrizhe retells the fol-
lowing story about an archbishop who was hearing a confession of sin from thres
hardened teenagers in the church All thres boys were trying fo make a joke ont
of it 50 they met with the archbishop and confessed to a long List of ndiculous and
grievions sins that they had not committad. It was all a joke. The archbishop, see-
ing through their bad practcal joke, played along with the first two who ran ot of
the church langhing.

But then he listened carefully to the third prankster, and before he got away
told the youns man "y, vou have confessed these sms. Mo I want you to do
spmething to show your repentance. Twant you to walk up to the far end of the
church and I want you to ook at the picture of Jesus hanging on the cross, and I
want vou to look at his face and ==y, "Youo did 21l that for me and T don't care that
much” And I want you to do that three times."

And o, the boy went up to the front, looked at the picture of Jesns and said,
"o did all that for me and I don't care that opmach " And then he said it azain,
bt then he couldn’t say it the third fime because he broke down in tears. And the
archbishop telling the story szid, the reason I know that story is that T was that
FOURE Mmam.

discussions, all the possi-
bilities of how we explzin
it this way or that way and
| it grasps us. And when we
o &re grasped by it, some-
how, we have A sence that
what is grasping us is the
B love of God

e o
'____I_.-Fur. mrcrr_'-."?rf} years, we have
provided a “Higher Standard
of Care” for our patients in
their homes and all area
tacilities: a care built on
the principles of comfort,
dignity, choice and conirol.
As a stand-alone not-for-
profit, we ofter this award
winning care for chronical-
Iy and terminally ill patients
and their tamilies.

828.682.9675

Youn (Clioice.
Your Faspice.

At Jorn Yancey Faspice.

o

hospiceofyancey.org

856 Georges Fork Rd. Burnsville, NC
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Foothills Bible College

God's Design for Marriage
B Dir. Tom Walker
MeDowell Cound)

Afark 10:7-8 "For this causg shail a man leave hix father and
miather, and cleqee fo i wife, and thay neain shall be one
Jesh: so then they are no more twain, bur one fesh, ™

Crod has a design for marmriage. When you get ready o
bild 2 bhonse, you find the proper blue-prin: that skerches ous the desizn you have
in mind for your dwelling. God's plan is always best. Thouzh men may cling o
plans devized m their owm mind the wise person will sesk o discover what God's
srangement mizht be by looking fote the Word of God

Armazlly, God ratteratss the math of Mark 10:7-8 o thrae othar passages. It ig
found m Ganesis 2:24; Mart. 19:5; and Ephasziang 5:31. This statemant is founed
aace in the Old Testament apd three times m the New Tastamen: The Holy Ghost
seas 1o if that there i3 one mwantion of it before man fell into sin, znd three dmes
after the facr.

Crod gives & once and for all blae print for kaving 2 good mamage. It s oae
thing to have a mamage and anocther thing w0 kave a good cos.

T many marmizges today are experencing unhappiness, hostlity and tuomodl
It iz oue not only of lost people, bar also of people who sav they are saved apd
love the Lord Their fatlure to follow God's blueprins is a major reason why 5o
many relanonszhips are not working efficiently today.

Crur text werse can be divided into three different levels of study. If wa sum-
marized these thres areas and divided thent up, theza words would apply: leaving,
claaving, snd weaving.

Leaving
"For thiz cause shall a man leave kiz father and mother”

Drpes this verse teach us we forsake or abandon our parents? Cemainly not . the
Bribla feaches that children are to "hooor™ both father and motker (Exodus 20:120.
To "hooor” is the oppostite of forsaking or sbandoning. You do wot have to move a
thousand miles away from your parents

Whar does It mean 1o “leave" your pareats when 1t comies to a marriage rela-
monship? It suggests that von astablish an adal vo adult ralarionship with vour
parents. You mnst be more concemed about your mata's ideas, opinions, and prac-
fices than thosa of your parents. One st not be overly dependent upon his or her
parents for affection, counsal, approval or assistanca. A parson needs 0o relnove
all bad amitades toward parents or you will be emotionally ted to them no mamer
how far away fon them you live. Leaving father and mother mesans von stop fry-
ing to chapge your mate just becsusa your parents do not like bom or her

Living closa fo parents af the stam of your mamiage gives oppornuity for nosey
and over bearing parents o interfere 2 mamiage, A parent can be so involved

Agribusiness Program
begins Fall 2017

www.mayland.edu
828.766.1234

the life of -
4 child that
the child
bacomes an
amotionsl
crpple;
however,
thatiz a
mistake.

Parents,
when youa
clildren ars marmied, you should not oy to rum thedr lives. Encourage him or ber to
make their own decisions and to Jook toward the marnags parmer a5 hus primery
resource of guidance, companionship aud afecton.

Too many teday lock for divorce as au easy way out. They say, "If our mantaze
doss't work, we can gef a divorce.” There is nothing easy about divaorce, 2spe-
cially when childrea are iovolved

The word "leave” is also manslared "foosaka” in our King Tames Bibles. The
word suzgests o s there 15 & priority relatonship once two people are marned
Thar relanonship 15 the hmsband and wife relanonship

Cleaving
“amd cleave te his wife"

Tha word "cleava" iz an interesting word. The word means "to zlue or adhere or
stick to somethips or sorpecne " It can also mesn “to bed "

Before 2 book is bovwd there are 3 number of separate pages. Most books ara
glie bound at the spize Witk the glve, all of the separata pages become one book
That is 3 picture of what is to happen whean two pecple are jeined in holy mami-
mamy.

God's preference iz that a marnral reladenship last. I belisve the Lord gives an
exception clause in Matthew 1908~ "except if be for fomicaton” or sexnal onmo-
rality. Some couples End & good mariage counselor o seek to heal 3 broken mar-
riage. I thare is auy wav possible, 2 couple shonld zeek to work oar differences
znd dissension I recogmize that sommedmes it is not always possible due to deep
zaated emotnonal problams on the part of one of the mariaze parmers. Childran
should wot be subjact to scewes that can connthate to their smotionsl mstahiliny
dus to seeing parants fght firs: and fomie all the mne The kids have to be constd-
ared whan one evalnates the lonzavity of a relztoaship.

Cleaving spesks of dependence Mardage parmers are to be dependent upon
one aoother, not their pareats, for the stability they need for daily living.

Cleaving spesks of devetion. Mamed people are to be devoted to each another
in good mnes and in bad tmes. There i3 a lowaloy that most not be brokew 25 long
as there is a workable relsfionshep betveen 3 mman and a woman

Cleaving speaks of detenparion. People often mive up too easily on relanon-
ships. It kelps to possess a resolve yvou are going to do all yvou can do 1o make
vour relanonship what 1t ought to be by God's divine assistance. Determunatnon
alone is not sufficient buat it does balp promote longeviny

Weaving
“And they fwain
shail ba one flask,
s then thay are
na mang heain bt
one flesi™

KEnimmg is 3
form of manual
weaving. My dad
wirked for years
in a comon null
whera the cot-
ton strands wers
woven togather
0 make mate- - 1
rial by a machine., |
B, thera are
those who kuit by inmicaely weaving strands together by their haeds. I is called
crochenng.

Fecenthy I was in a rest home and one of our memmbers was sifing in ber chalr
marally, with her own hapds, weaving or crocheting & baby blanker, ALl the
swwands were beconung one beandful baby blanket,

Hew does ths coms sbout m marriaze? First. the couple should realize they are
a team. Do what you do for the sake of the other person. Ba concemed about tha
other persons needs, whatever they may be

Secondly, they should skare as muach as possible together. They share their
possessions, bodies ideas, abilites, problams, successes, sufferings, failures and
whatevar else mizght be added to this st Sharing 1= an evidence of canng.

Thirdly, dor't let differences hinder vour vmaty, Hushands and wives can be dif-
ferant in 3o many ways. Differences shonld not kindsr vmify in marriage becanse it
is God's will and plan thar there be vmity in the marial bond.

Fourtaly, live a koly life and avoid sioning. Sin destroys relatoasheps. Iowill
oot brning you ogether, it will cermainly divids. When sin entered the Garden of
Edean, Adam and Eve hid in the garden. Thers is no nead to v fo kide sin from the
Lord. He has an all-sesimng eye- He knows. Sins like pride. selfishness, biterness,
ingradteds. harshness crualty, uehealthy speech. nnpatsncs and 3 host of other
things destroyvs the onenass of mshands and wives.

Fealize God's design for mamiage and work withue that divine plan.

f

- :

T -

Towm Walker &5 President of Foarhilis Bapiist Bikie Colisge and Pastfor gf Zien Hill
Baprizt Church i Marior, NC.
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Studio Tour
By Kate Groff

The deadline bas past and die tour is cranking up 1o be
swother grear adventure for vizsitors. We have 53 smdio srfes
with 53 armists, mchuding eight who have pever participated |
or participated over three vears ago. In their own words, they |
inmrodurce themselves, |

First on the list is Garold Amsberry (#74) of Midoight Sun
Pottery in Micaville. “The story s i the clay. What I get
froom clay is the challenge There's always what the clay, glazes and kilns are doing
and what youte mying to 2et them o do. I'm constantly thinking of what the clay
can bacome within form and function.™

Liza Clagne is well known o ceramics. She'll be showing m her Bakersville
studio (217} after several wears” hiams. “My work evokes 2 place between the mb-
conscious and the wapgible.  They may bring delighiful fantasy or feverish fear,
fusion of overlaving imagas reflacts desire, anwiery and the postic hure of mawmy
mner worlds. images in 8 passageway between whar is dreams wlat is lived, whar
is ramernbered and what 15 to comse " Also, in Lisa®s stdio, ber mother, Sarah
will bave her awn clay work up for viswine. “As 3 graduare from the Clevaland
Tnsmiute of Art, I've taught and worked in clay for over 30 vears snd am looking
forward to an excitng event this June™

Cralen Sedberry is apother following in 2 parent’s “foofsteps.” Galan will be
showing in his new smadic—Sedberry Pottery—aith en (#51). “Wy nterest in
clay peaked during a vear off fom college when I bezan helping my facher o his
smudie and learning the basics of throwing, glazing snd finnez. [ retamed o colleze,
raceived a degree in Appropriate Technology, and afier several vears, my hands
have found their way back to clay.”

Froon the Penland area. Tom Jaszezak (#7490 joins the tour m his resident artst
studio at the Bams on the Penland School of Crafis campus. “My pots are minimal
awd are rogtad in the waditdonsl Minmesota pottery I grew up adowrme T weant my
wiork to be paired doam to the eszentials amphasizing the fimdsmentals of pots and
be muly useful Fonmn comanmi-
Cares 3 pots gesture; it speaks of
nility, iy pots raferencs ComnIon
shapes and enzage one’s imagina-
mon.’

Stone cuter, Collens Karchar,
remurns to the tour 2f ber smdio,
Stome Crossing (2005, “As 3
sculptor living m these rooun-
tains, I've always been interssted
in and invspired by the work 1
saw oty Local sravewards. 1
leam something new every dme
I man my kand ever au old zrave
marker, I have always practiced
leter carving alongsida oy thres
dimensicnal work and at sore
point it bezan o cross over—Iet-
fET caming oo soulpiare, soulprs
muixed in with letrer carving.”

Tord Moty 15 new o the the
area and new to the tour. She
will have her work m Selena
Glazs and ezl studio (=52)
on the autskirts of Bumesville. T
bezan making and selling pomery
in 2011 in Rochester, WY, and
mioved 1o Bumsville last year
0 be part of a larger and thriv-
ing craft conuwmmity. My work
exernplifies minimalist smapliciny.
It iz my desire that oo work pro-
motes 2 sense of calm and presant
mundfulness n the usars evary
dany Life ™

Fimaltv, the tour weloomes an-
other new Bumsville resident and
artist, Bobert Alvin Crum (773).
“L iz a full-time professional oil
painter and muralist and paint
still lifes, pomraits. and fgaratve
wiork nsing the szme matenials
aud meethods used by tha O1d
Maszters. En plem-air landscapses
are comnplated whean I oavel, and
largs landscapes are developed
from these in moy studia.™

Ay exchibe will be displaying
wiork fom the tour partoipants 3
the Spruce Pine Gallery from May
15 throuzh the tour's end on the
2th of Tume. This i3 an opportumity
to view some of the riches of thes
area snd plao your weekead of
mavel and search Tour guidss
contzining maps and locadons of

Tom Jazzezak, ceramic and wood she[f uni

Robert dlvin Cruom, off painting

pamticipanng arfists are now available at both TEAC zsllenss, pamicipant studios.
local busmasses, and onlive at the webstte, wamv ioerdverarts. org m May.

The Toe Biver Stedio Tour is Friday-Sunday, Jane I-= foan 10am o Spm daily,
Join the TEAC staff voluntesr paricipants and many of the other tour amtsts for a
zrand reception oo Friday, Fupe 2, from 530 o0 7-30pm at the Spmace Pine Gallery
located at 269 Oak Avenue, Come Lift your glass fo this magnificent ares home o
vardant lapdscapes, gravel roads and 4-lane higkways, rvalers and gushing rivears,
znd hnndreds of mlented armss.

For mors information about the Ams Counctl, please call 828-882-7215 For
information about the foar exhibition, please call E28-765-0520, TRAC is 2 not for
profit argamizanion dedicated to conpecting the arts and the people to iImprove the
life tm the Toe Fiver Valley. It ts supportad. in part by peopls who believe the aits
are vital to a thrving comnuniny.

Eare Groffis the Program: Coordinaior for the Toe River Ares Council.

Services Provided:
Pood s ol b

Virny! & Fibprodosi
O o
L i e Y T
Chemical Boloncing
Linor Repiacoments
Pool Sonvc e and Ropor
o

PELY-WOOD

Warld s Mrad Senodve
& il

@qrﬂi'.&u.@j:ﬂf-"
Ken- Ray Pools and Spas

206 Burkemont Ave. Morganton, NC 284655
(828)-433-1742

o
___-—-—C—}‘?-“j:‘iﬂfﬂﬂsfn::e 197

— = —— —

Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

LocaTED oM HwY. 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed

We have a huge variety of items including,

Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,
bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection ~Great Prices “Great Cause

Hospice and (Palliative
\ﬁ {are F;-_[ ihe Thue ri{-c‘.‘_i-:l';‘:_u', e,

crermerly Blopioe of (Mjnchel

L0 | p= RRAFETEY
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Bits ‘n Pieces

Avery Coumnty

Avery County Chamber - Avery Chamber Golf Classic  Tharsday, May 11, 2017
For more info confact Asrery County Chamber of Commerce, Banmer Elk at 325-8038-
S0 or W EVET OOy Com

Mday 13—FRamp Festival Old Hampton Store & Tavem, Lioville

hdiay 13-15 Matumalist Weekend Gandfather MMountain

Mday 27-28 Art on the Gresen, Historic BE School, Banner Bl

Burlze Connty

News froon the Burlee Chamber - Enroll Mow for Summer and Fall Classes st
WECC

Yiom can now enroll i Western Pledmont Commuonity College (WROC) s Summer
session and Fall 2007 semester! Summer courses offer an excellent opporunity for
Current nniversity or colleme stadents to take classes this sunnmer to transfer back
their home instorotion

Iew students planning to atend WPCC this summer should submmit an applicaton
for admission nowr. For a foll List of sunmmer classes and steps on how to enroll and
bezn earming colleze credit, new and owrent stndents mary also visit wpor edn/som-
mier for more mformation Yion miay also call Stodent Services at 828-248-6044 for
miore informstion ahont enrolling at WPRCC.

Sumemer oEricuhom ckasses begin on Toesday, May 23 and Fall classes begin
Mondsy, Awnzust 14.
Cybersanurity Conference -
May 24 - Durham Diata breaches across the U5, have hit an all-tme high, causing
serions and expensive problems for companies larpe and small. But what does a real
cyber-aitack look ke, and who would do soch 3 thing? WhyT
Mamufacmring Sumnait - Federal Trade Policies & Your Business hiay 9 - (Hali-
Diay) - Charlodte

Are wou aware of new and uproming federsl trade policies that are sure to mpact
your business T With 85%% of the world's conspmers living outzide the borders of the
Ulnited States. mtemational trade is vital to the success of the mamnfacnrne industry:

The Korth Caroling Chamber 1= proad to host s redesiznead ing Smm-
mt 51 the Hames Conference Center in Charlote, B.C_ on sy 9. Af this event,
Linds Denpeey, vice president of international economic affairs af the Mational As-
sociaton of Mamifachmers, will disoess changes in trade policy tat wiall affect your
ahility to conipete ziobally.

Join us for a half-day event that inchades a full petworking breakfast, an mpressive
exhibitor linenp and an apenda that covers the most critcal topics in mannfacnng.

Diawe Buster, zlobal portfolio director for cybersecnrity st Global Enowledse, wall
answer these guestions ar the Marth Caroling Chamber's Cyvbersecnmiy Conference
on Wednesday, May 24, st the Sheraton Imperial Hotel & Comvention Center m Thar-
ham W.C. Fegisiraton is open and sn earhy-bird discount = currently svailshle.

Catawha River Baphist Association
May
= 2-Church Security Seminar (3 6:30 p.m. (@) Walker Foad Baptist
= 21-Associztion Missions Ofering
= 13— Why They Stay Semrinar with Dr. Steve Parr af 630 pom. i@ Mulls Grove Bap-
West Virginia Mission Top

We will be taking a group to Fayeteville, West Virginia Fuly 23-28 where we will
do VBS, Nursing Home ministry, Block Parties as well 25 some light constmction.
Ihimagrulmpﬁlmlumd}mﬂusuﬂlashnﬂﬁwrﬂldnﬂmmm
of 3200 per person mchndes food, lodeing (sleeping on air matresses st Mew Biver
forms plesse call our CRBA office or email me af ramithimicrbanc ong

Catawhba Fiver Baptist Association will be leading 2 mission tnp to Cubs Sep-
tember 16-22. This will be an exciting tmip whess we will do constaction, prayes
fransportamen, feod, lodging and supplies & 52,000 per person. This tmp is open to
both men smd women

Enroll Mow for Sunnmer and Fall Classes at WPCC

Yiou can now enroll in Westemn Pledmont Conmunity College (WPCCY's Summer
session and Fall 2017 semester! Sunmer courses offer an excellent oppormmdny for
current nniversity or collese stadents to take classes this sunnmer to transfer hack o

Iew stndents planning to sttend WPCOC this snmmer should subonit an sppiicaton
for admission now. For a full list of summer classes and steps on bow to earoll and
begin eamming college credit, pew and curment siudents may also visit wpoc edn'sum-
mier for more information. You may also call Student Services at 823-248-6046 for
miore informaton about ennplling at WRCC.

Sunemer ouricubom ckasses begpn on Toesday, May 23 and Fall clzsses begin
hiondsy, Awngust 14.

Christian Ensiness hen's Connection (AMorganion) - We are 2 movenent of Men
o Experience the Power of Coe God, the Value of One Xan snd the Leveraze of
ns for hmeh at one of oor weekly Bible stady meetings: Toesday:, 12000 noon at the
Comnnmity House, Morganton Contact: Winyne Giesa, 828-413-5810.

Morganton Seventh-day Adventist-Burke Coanty - Cooking Class with Sharon
- Toesday, Tone 20tk from §200 - 8:00 p.m _ at the Silver Craek Adventist School,
2195 Tamestown Road Morganton, MIC. 28655 £10000 per person. which inchudes
cookmz demo and samples! Please contsct Cindy ar 870-510-5048 or e-mail oj-
miercerTids. ned #o register or for more mformation.

Sharon shares & unique presentzion that will provide a personal esmmony oo healt
and wellness that began while caring for her lnshand's heslth challenges. which in-
clnded disbetes asthma high blood pressure and eventually cancer. He now manapes
his health throuzh diet and exercise withont medicztion!

Aglow International Hicloory - Lighthouse Hickory Lighthouse meetings are the
second Samrdsy of each month.

MicDowall County

Clinchifield Baptist Church (AWarion) — We are accepting resumes for Wingsser of
ContEmporaTy arranzements with soloist and choir The position 1s 2 paid part-ome
s children Baptist background prefemred Send resmmes with references o Clmch-

feldbaptistchurchfrontier com or to address 1150 East Court Street, Marion, NC
28752 At Personne] Committes.

First Baptist Church of Marion - Belize Medical Mission Fegisiration is now
complate for te 2017 Belize Medical Mission Trp. 14 are onboard and preparing o
provide fres clinics in 5 umderserved villages in the northem Corozal Dhismict of the
imbutons are greatly appreciated. Please makes your donstions to FBC for the Belize
Medical Fund For more info, please contact Scott Hagaman

Yiouth Feformation Mission Tour Update By Scott Hagaman, Pastor By the time
this newsletier armves, our youth will be fintshing finsl preparations for their bigzest
fumdraiser fior the 2017 mission trip o Burope. The snnna] snction md BEC) supper
is scheduled for Friday, April 21. All fimsds raised will help make this exciting, spacial
mip posstble. Tone 32-Fuly 4. 8 group of 36 vouth and adalts will tour from Berling
(Germeany to Switerland, sand to London, England singins praises to God and leam-
While learning history and sesing the sights of Evrope are a big part of this mp, we
also plan to mimister alongside the contemporary charches of these three counimes.
Preparstions are n progress for actve ministry, incheding singing, in Berlin and Wit-
tenberg, Germeny, Zurich and Geneva, Switzerland, and London, England. One of
the highlights will be singmz s part of the Feformation 500 Festival to be held in the
oo square of Wikenberg, adjacent to the very chmrch whene Luther first nailed his 85
Theses to the doors to bezin the remewal of the Gospel.

Historic Marion Taileate Market is open on Tuesday from 3 to & pm and Satarday
from @ mm to 12 proin dovmtown Klanion under the Tailrate Market shelter Openine
day, Tuesdsy, May 2.

New HOFE of AcDiowell (Alarion) - Wew HOPE of McDowell s seeking a full-
tme Associste Director - Shelter Manger MNew HOPE of McDowell = a non-profit
domestic violence and semzal assanlt agency located @ MeDowell Counmty, 2.

This position inchides benefits such a5 employes health innurance and paid vacation,
personal mnd sick tme. The primary purpose of this position s to provide direct client
services and advocacy to wictims of domestic violence and seooual sssankt and thesr
chibdren as well assigting with camying ot the strategic geals and objectives of the
organization, providing direct leadership and supervision to all Client Services Advo-
cates, and operatne under the divection mnd expectations of the Exeotive Director!
Coourt Adwocate and Board of Directors,

Mitchell Coumty

Celebrate Recovery - This is 3 Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip and
Josh Wise(@ 385-0061

Thers will be 3 mesting every Thorsdsy might with someone there to talk to men
women, snd thesr families

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Sprace Pine - Calvary Chapel Charch in A sheyville is
sponsoring 4 home fellovrship and Bible Smdy m Sproce Pine. The fellowship s held
on Thursday evemings at 7:00pm at 70 Sean Dir (Estatoe srea—off Brushy Creek Bid).
We are snedying the Gospel of fohn cumrently. (Call Jobn Jackson 760-T93-3 799 for
infonmstion and directons. And bring your Bible.

Ehododendron Festival—On Jone 16 and 17, the Town of Bakersville, Gaesay

o the Floan and Home to the Arts, will host its Tlth Mot Caroling Bhododendron
Pestival which is among the oldest and most respected festivals in the Southeast.
The tono-day Festival will festure the Rhododendron Festival Pageant on Fridsy and
Sanmday evenings. The Fhododendron Festval Arts and Crafis Fair on both Fridsy
amd Saturday will have lve music all dey, food vendors, festorng locs] and organac
selections and chorch baked goods; regional arts and crafis people; commerncial ven-
Diertry. Wee will have a classic car showr on Samrday sz well 25 3 10E mn and street
dancing both Fridsy and Sammday mghts. Come o Bakersiille! There are vendor
spaces still availsble: Contact Dr. Dian Barron Dr Dan Barron drdanbarron/@gmail.
com or §28-254-1914 hop:wwnw ncrhododendron festival org.

Support Group For Caregivers Of Thoze With Memory Loss To Hold Meefings
The First Friday Of Each Month From 1-3P% Care & Share, a newly-formed
support sroup for caregivers of loved ones who have memory loss, will bold monthiy
meetings 2t the offices of Hospice & Pallistve Care of the Blue Ridze, 236 Hospitsl

D in Spruce Pine from 1:00 PR to 3200 PM. Hizh Country Caregiver Fonndation
welcomes and enconrazes a1l caresivers to attend.
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Bits 'n Pieces

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can guickly become exhasted
trammstized and iolated and this new sroup mtends to provids suppart, friendship,
edocation mfsrmation and referrsls for caresivers. Moothly mestines held on the firse
Friday of each month vl offer refrechments and fellowship. There will be opportom-
ties for caregivers o tell their stories, leam wseful tips, rade infonmation, and give and
Zain support to ofbers n the same sitestion.

For farther information sbout the sroup and the mesting plesse contact Suzanme
Fassell at (714) 614-5867 or Fanet Cuzts at mabouzss@yahoo. oom.

First Bapiist Chorch Sproce Fine - First Bapiist Chorch of Sprace Pine is seak-
mg a par-time childcare provider for their inddier marsery. The position will reguire
approximately eight hours per week consisting of 4.5 hours on Sunday morming, 1.5
hours on Sundsy mights. and 2 bours on Wednesday nights plus other hours during
special events 55 neaded The position will require 8 spint-filled carmg and respon-
sthle childrare provider who will focns on providine 3 safe emvirononent for toddlers.
Croalifications inclode expenience in camng fior young children and the physical shality
o meet their active nesds, 2-3 references; and willmeness to subondt 1o 2 backzround
check. CPP. is required and First Add is recommended and can be completed once
employed. The bovrly pay is $15-520 per hour and is negotiable based on experience
and gualifications.
Applicants shonld contact First Baptist Churcl, 125 Tappan Street, Sprace Pime, WC
28777. Phone # B28-T65-8411 Exx. 301.

Hogpice & Palliative Care of the Blue Bidze—Anmmal (Golf Tonmament May 3,
2017 at the Grassy Cresk Golf & Country Chob n Sproce Pins, WIC for more info call
BIE-TH5-T436

Aditchell County 4-H—Swmmer Fun Program—2ichell County 4-H is very excited
o anmonnce this year's Sunumer Fun Program! From field mps to food prepezation
we have something to fit everyone's interest! Be on the lookout fior more info that
will be sent out in early May. Programs will be provided for ages 53-8, 9-13, and 14-
18. Remstraton for commently enrolled 4-Her's will be held on Thersday Tune 1 fom
Bam-fpm Fegisration for the general public will be beld on Friday Jane 2nd foom
Bam-fpm. Spots are lmited =0 please come early!

Atchell Bapfist Associntion-Sproce Pine - Deacons” Wives Conference Mondsy,
hiay 3, 2017 Ledzer Baptist Cinorch 7-00pm Conference [ eader will be Pezgy How-
ell, s member of Bear Creek Baptist Church

Dizaster Balief Traiming — Kay 29-30, 2017 Baptist hen’s Disaster Felief Training
is availzble 1o all balievers who have a passion to sarve others. For maore info, online
at baptistonmissionfraining disaster-relicf-raining cmm

Baptist Children's Homes Samrdsy Workdsy—Brovhill Home m Chyde—Riay 13
register af bdhfammily.crg/foc

Mitchell County Historicsl Socenv—23Iay 15 . The Fiest of the Story- Tpn
Sproce Pine Library. Diavid Biddix and his danghter, Amanids will share stones
gbout Mirchell County and the sumrounding area that you may MOT bhave heand before.
Fiesearching old newspapers, books and joumals, they kave cmme up with some very

nine di el

Eed Cross Blood Donation - The American Bed Cross semvang Mitchsll and Yancey
County hes wohmtest positions open as Bloosd Donor Avvhessadors assisting in the
sreas of Reception and Hospitality at local blood drives in Sproce Pine snd Bumsville.
With the need for blood donations incressed dunng the bolidays, this is & crigcal role
and mezningfnl way to serve an wrgent need throngh the Bed Cross. Dinees are beald at
the First Bapast Charch of Sprace Pine and the Hippns hMemoreal Methadist Ciarch
i Bumsville. Volontesrs serving in this mole belp the Red Cross proaede a great blood
donation experience for donors - belping to save bves. For more information and to
mﬂfgumhﬂp_'mmm‘mhmmﬁimhdyﬂimﬂz Volnoiesr
Sarvices Specialist supporting the htchell and Yancey ares bliood dnives at kimberhy.
brewster@redcross.org or 828-333-9800.

Fun for Holland - Don’t forpet thes is May &, 2017 For more info call 828-385-2341
or email ronforiolbamd el cony

Snmmer 20017 Workshops at Penland - 5ay hello to Penland's Summer 2017
wiorkshop catalog, now online in fall 25 2 PDE! We're beyond excited to have 97 great
winrkshops oo offer thes year Take 3 ook and come join vs in the stodios to tuild
bikes or books or bowls or brooches or .7

All applications received by Febmary 11 will be entered into the early registration.
lottery. Scholarships are available fior all workshops: apply by February 17.

Tipdon Hill Community Foundation {Tipton Hill) — Coontry Breskfsst the first
Satorday each month, 730 — 10:30 am_ at the old Methodist Charch | across from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemades sspage scrambled apps. pravy, jellies,

Juice and coffes. Bat in or take-oat, all fimds support the Tipton Hill Comnmmity
Foundarion.

Wanen's Prayer Brealdfast: I you would like to join a group of womsn who are
dedicated to praying, lesming about God's will, and fellowshipping, oome join ns
for breakfast at Helen's Restanrant in Bakersville the second Pridsy of esch month
&t B:00am_ + We will be ending by 10:00am. Open o all-for more mfommation call
Barbara Harrell at B28-4467-3644 or email at barbarah/gbrcnews.com.

Yancey County

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine - Cabeary Chapel Chimch in 4 cheille &
sponsorime 3 home falloaship and Bibde Smdy in Sproce Pme. The fellowship is held

on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm at 70 Sean Dir (Estaioe area—off Brushy Creek Bd).
We are smudying the Gospel of fohn cumrently. (Call Fobn Jackson T60-T93-3788 for
informestion and dirsctions. And bring vour Bikle,

Laprel Branch Baptist Chorch (Bormsville) — Seeking bi-vocational pastor, plesse
email resume o foreecapps|@foatier. com.

Pariners Aligned Towand Health - Register Mow!

The &th snmaal Burmsville Fit Faniles SE &= just arovmd the oommer on sy 134,
2007 If's FU, i's FAMITY-FRIENDLY, and best of all . kids under 15 BN FOR
FEEE! There are LOTS of ways w get imvolved, even i nanming 1= not your thing.
You can ran, walk, posh a stroller, cheer from the sidelines or voluntesr to help with
the race! Chck the link below to zet more information shont the race. o register or
o vobontesr The Barly Bird sntry foe ends on Aperl 27t 5o get your registration in

zoon!

Cane River Park Celebration - Come play, eat, and have fim at the Cane Biver Park
Celebration following the BFF SE! There will be zames, sports, fishing, food and
[OTE .

Where? At Cane River Park

When? 1lam itoS5pm, Sat, May 13th

Fiver Park bas to offer Details are available on the Facebook event. Mamy thanks o
the Vanrey County Parks & Becreation deparment snd the Yancey County Commenris-

Farloway Plavhouse 15 locking for nshers for the 2017 sesson and golfers o tke part
in our anmual Golf Tonmament on Satarday Apnl 29t We are also zefting ready for
the npooming Patdoway Playhonse Tuxor perfonmences of Into the Woods It

Shoal Creel: Baptist Charch- Burnsville, NC - Mother's Dy Service May 14 3
11:00 AN

Celebrate Successes May 28t 11:00 AN worship service, recogniton of graduates,
achievement of goals, followed by celebraton meal and an old fashioned singzspira-
oI

Tancey Connty Aleal: on Wheel: (Burnsville) — Vohmieers neaded to deliver mpals
o Yancey Coumty shut-ins, amy weekday, 10030 am - noon. If you would like fo volon-
teer plesse call the Yancey Counfty Senior Center gt E28-682-6011.

Amernican Legion Post 122 Would like to mmvite the Avery, Mitchell and Yancey com-
ommities 1o & Memonial Service bonorng the men and women of our comnnmities
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our covnoy and way of Life.

The Memaorial Service will be held at 3:00 pm Smnday afternoon, hay 25t at Faith
Baptist Cinarch on Highway 197 W Bumsville. For more information or questions,
please contact Fev. Harvey Sharpe 828-682-0833 or Les Hemvner at BX8-675-0200.

Mayland Community College

SMATL BUSIMESS CEWNTER

The Mavland Small Buziness Center (SBC) offers hizh quality training and confiden-
al counseling for entreprensurs aod smsll bhisinesses Whether vou are considerins
lannching 3 new business of mapaging an existing one, the small usiness center
provides resources txilored to fit your needs. If you wonld Like to schedule a free
confidential business connseling session of sizn up for free small business seminars,
contact Mayiand SBC Director Allen Cook at B28.766.1295 or email himy at acookis)

mayland edu. Check out our May classes:
Your Smsll Business Taxes 52, 5:30-8:30 pm. Mayiand Campes

NEW! Cash Flow Forecssting 54, 5-30-T200 pm. -Yaneey Canypues

Business Plan Presenmations and Graduation 59, 5:30-7:30 pom. Miayiand Campas

Lunch and Leam: Tips to Build Tourist Traffic o Yoor Bosiness (1 Hour) 510, 12:00-

1:00 p.m. Fee Waived TED

Business Tips fom the "Wildkity™ 510, 5:30-730 pm. -TRAC Fesonrce Center

Spruce Pine

How to Find and Retzin Customers NEW? 511, 10:00-11:30 am_ - MMayland Campus

-Cir Hovr o Find and Betain Customers 311, 1:30-3:00 pm_-Yancey Campus

How to Staxt 3 Business 5711, 1:00-3:00 p.m. -Banner Elk Mayland Satellite Canypus

How Changes to Yancey, Mitchell & Awery will Affect Business (3 Hours) HEW!

513, 5:30-830 pm -Yancey Canypuos

Social Media for the HomeStudio Based Bosiness 531, 5:30-730 pm. -TRAC Ant

Besourre Center, Spmce Pine

= FREE ONLINE BUSINESS SEMINARS: How to register for a Free Ounline

SmnrﬁammmhcumMaanthge{!j Hipaurs)
Finding hMoney to Start a Business (2.5 Hours))

= Finding & Attracting an Irvestar (2.5 Hours)

= Cresting Financial Projections (3 Hours)

= Accoumimg 101: The Basics of Bookkeeping (3 Hours)

- Creating Buzz: Marketinz on 2 Small Budget (3 Hours)

= Pricing Siratery snd Tactics (4 Hours)

= Warket Insight: Conducting Market Besearch (3 Hours)

= Understanding Advertizing and Promotions (2 5 Hours)

= Marketing 101: The Fundamentals (3 Hoars)

= How to Winte 2 Business Plan (2.5 Hours))

= How to Start 3 Business (3 Hours)

= Choosieg 3 Legal Stacture for 8 Business (2 Hours)

= Buying a Business (3.5 Hiours)

warw. brenews com
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UUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON!

5% BLTLL TRURING
Fromim Loviry losrimg

BESCETEREN S0

P | iy
CHI0EP Lrariigg

DESCOTERLE LITR
Fermbum L8 Dorrma

SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2180

Qak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5FPM = MON-FRI

www.tokyeasiangrill.com
288 Oak Ave. (Downtfown,!
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Open T Days A Week
Mon-Thur: 11am-3:30pm
Fr-Sat: 11am-10pm
Sunday: 11:30am-9:30pm

Tel: (828) 765-5514
(828) 765-2298

Dine In and Carry Out

We
Accepl

Allen'’s Offerings

How Great Thou Art
By Allen Buchanan
Mitchell County

I suppose the desire to go o the top of the world is
instilled in each of us from birth. To accomplish tis we
look aroumd ws, close to home fo find the one place that is
higher themn fhem all.

TWhen thinking of mll buildings, the One World Trade
Center and Empire State Building in WY City or the Sears
Tower in Chiczgo come to mind. You may have visited
ihese or one of the 31 others that Google snggestz.  have never visited any of them

In calting Bakersyille M bome one of best thing abowt living hers is the Blue

- Ridpe Mountams. Living i these
mpoumtAms offers awesome possi-
bilities. On Priday, April 14¢h, I sat
next to the bridze of Grandfather
Mountain and admired all of God’s
handiwoerk as far as n1v eyes conld
zep There on the top of the world
I could see what felt like forever.
While takmg m all the ey and
majesty, [ was lsteming to Mewsong
sing “How Great Thou At Some
~ who passed by smiled in agreement
as others looked as thongh they didn't have a clee.

Thar Fridsy just happened to be Good Friday, the stars of Easter weekend. There
on A mountsin top I was worshipping the King of the universe who died on an old
rmugzed cross to save me and you from our sins. I have never been abls o nnder-
stand why amyome that sees all that God has created cannot see Him for whoe He is.
Whether st zround level or the fop of the warld, God is there.

& Lord my God, When I'in awerome wornder,
Considar all the worids Thy Hands have mada;
I sew the stars, T hear the rollmg thunder,

Thy power throughout the universe dizplaved

Then sings my zoul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How gread Thou art.
Then sings my zoul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!

Fhen through the woods, and forert glades Twander,
And hear the hinds sing neegtly in the mees.
Fhen I look down, from lofty mowurdain grandaur
And sew the brook, and feel the gentle bregze

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;
Sent Him to die, ] scarce can take T in;
Thar an the Crozs, my burden gladly bearing,
Ha bad and died ro take away my sim.

Whan Christ shall come, with shows of acclamation,
And rake me home, m‘ur_m} shail fil my heart,
Then I shall bow, in lummble adoration,

And then proclaim: "My God, how sreat Thow art!™

The fwrics to How Great Thou Art were wrinten Iy Carl Bobare

Allen Buchanan iz a fheelance Chrisrian writer Ailen artends Bear Creek Baprist
church.

all ou | | need fur'!dgmﬂis jay
828-678-3388

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC
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The Day My Mother Forgot: In Memory
Of Carolyn Williams My Mother
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mfirchell County
There is nothing like 3 Godly MMother. They are abways
there for yvou and they never seem to forget the things vou

like My mom was a Godly lady, she kept the family in lina
and in church a1l the tme, because she loved God s0 mach

&

Each night she would read me Bible Stories and pray for THP

me at bed time. She taught Sunday School for over 40 years, and I have many .

vears of her notes that she used to teach Sundsy School. T am so thankfil that my PRESCR[I] I ION IhD

monm was always faithfnl to God and God’s House. Through her faithfnlness, she

showed me how important it is to place vour Faith and Trast in God, in all things : . =

that happen in life, whether they are big or small. ) G[- BL{HNB‘?’] LLL
Then shout eight vears ago on an Easter Sundsy, we were having a cookous that “The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

evening st ry parents’ honse. by mom loved to eat steaks cooked on the prill. So,

I had fired up the grill getting ready for the cookout and went into the house to get *We accept all major insurance plans

the steaks. I stopped by Mome chair and asked her how she wonld like her steak “Dirive-thru window '

cooked She looked at e and she szid, “you tell Steve I want mine cooked medi- b

wm ™ T thought she was just joking when she ssid, “tell Steve to cook it medium ~ “Easy wansfers

becanse I was Steve. I said, Mom I am Steve, and she said no you are not, and *Delivery service available

said, “yes mom I am.™ At that time, my eyes were opened and I saw something *ﬂw&rl&ﬂ.yﬂrﬁut‘rﬂnﬂphm}'uptﬁ:nﬁ

was happening 1o my dear mom. I'll never forget the confusion and hurt T felt the iDFIl 7 davs a week

day oy mom forgot me. I know it was not her fanls, but it is 3 disease that was 5. ™

starting to take control of ber body called Alzheimer’s. From then on, we started Locally owned and operated

seaimp mom 2o down. She would have ber pood days and she would remember *A.Ekabnntunr“HﬂllijlﬂdsI'mgﬂm“

who I was, and some days she would have bad days and forget who 1 was.

It bt me fo see this happening to her bacsuse she was the person T conld talk
o and ask her to pray for me, and she would. I remember talking to her about go-
ing to Fruitland Bible Instinme when God callad me to preach. She Prayed. There
were fmes I conld not fnd things in the Bible that T was leoking for; I could call
her and she wounld kelp me find them When I was confnsed about choarch mat-
ters she wonld pray abont them, and for God o give me knowledes on what T
needed to do. She was a great inspiration to me and I believe my greatest prayer
warmior. Then eight years ago as [ have already mentored Alzheimer's hit my
mom. But the most amazing thing I found out during my mom's Alzheimer’s was,
she never forzot how to pray. She may have forgotten me from tme o Gme and
even other people and things, bat she never forgot ber Lord and how to pray o
Him. The reason I say this is I found myself many tmes just needing to talk to her 73“ E- HHI“ Sl. . BI.II'I'ISU’"'E

gbout things after she developed this awfil disease. I wonld kneel by her chair at
the Brian Center and shars with her my heart and how I was struzgling and how 823_6?8_391 4
I needed her to pray for me. I don't know bow muoch she ondersiond about wibat
I'was tellimg her, but I do know when I placed ooy " =
head in her lap, burting, she would place those sweet 4
hands on my bead and pray to God for me. She may e 1
hawe ot prayed for the things I asked her to, but she
Prayed very clearly and directly to the God she knew
and had lived for almost all of her life. It was great to
Eknow even thongh my mom may have formoten who
ber son was, she never forgot her Lord. 2
P5. My Mom prayed for me to bave a Godly Wife o
and I Do, Her Mame Is Beverly Williams and now
she iz miy greatest praver warmor. THANES MOM FOR ALL YOUR FRAYERS

Crwotes On Godly Mothers From Godby Men

* Omoly God Himself fully sppreciates the influence of 2 Christian mother in the
molding of character in het children  Billy Graham

= I dom’t believe there are devils enough in hell to pull 3 boy or girl out of the
anms of a godly mother.  Billy Sunday

= To be a mother is by no means second class. Men may have the authority in
the home, but the women have the inflwence. The mother, more than the father, is
the one who molds and shapes those little lives from dsy to day. Jobn MacArthur

= The impression that 8 prayving mother leaves npon her children is life-long.
Perhaps when you are dead and gone vour prayers will be answered. D L.
Moody

Steve Williams is the Paztor gf Barry Chapa! Baptizt Chumch in Spruce Pine.

— BY ASHLEY

Freedom Life Enterprises:

» Marion Fabric & Upholstery

2 PRIt p=t =
DU-TE‘PCIP SECTIONAL _

N G

* Freedom Auto Detailing

— | ™M

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

- |

Qutdoor Poly Furniture.

* Lozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifls,
Furnishings

FURMITURE § COMPANY
I O AWERLE = SPRUCE M. MORTEH CARDLRS 28777
FHONG L SDErbSsd o SA (W Sed-aaad
e, P [ BTl R0

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « B28-559-2700
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NC Senate District 47

This is a busy season bere at the M General Assembly. Members of both the House and Senste work to get their bills heard m
committees and voted on for passage in their respectve chambers 5o as to meet the crossover deadline of April 27. Each bill nmast be
passed in the Senate and the House fo become law. A bill onginating in the Senate must cross to the Honse where it works its way
thronzh the comminee process before being voted on during 2 House session. Likewise, a House bill crosses over o the Senate o be
beard in the conumittee(s) o which it is assigned. before being voted on in a Senate session. Some bills are not subject o e crossover
deadline. These inclnde redistricting hills for Honse, Senate, Conpress, or local entities; ratfication of amendments to the 175, Con-
strtution; bills miroduced on the report of the House Connmitiess on Appropriations, mece, or Rules. for example. the bill which
sets pur state budmst; bills providing for acton on gobernstorial nominations or appointments; and adjoumment resolrtons of both
chiambers.

Afier the crossover deadline, bills that are eligible continne to be heard in both chambers, while work on the budget bill becomes
the primary focus. Although the process is lengthier, passing the budzet bill follows the process of auy other bill. The House and Sen-
ate alternate, from one biennivon to the next, which chamber drafis and passes the budget for consideration by the other chamber. For

this bienninm, the Senate will be presenfing its proposed budget first. After the Senate findshes its version of the budget it is voted on Sen. Ralph Hise
by the full Senate and, when passed to the House, the same process begins again. Differences between the Senate and House budget Ralol

bills are resolved i conference conumitess. Once these differences are resclved, each chamber again votes oo the budzet bill. Afrer 919-733.3460
the bill is passed by both chambers it is submined to the governor for sizning. If he chopses not to sign the budget, he can veto It or ket =

it become law without his signamre,

Budget work is underway here in Faleizh and will contme through at least Fuly 1. I look forerard to a final tudzet which fimds
our core priorities of education, infrastmactore. and public safety. Deciding how the state spends the dollars of hard-working taxpayers
iz & serious nndertaking and responsibility:

As slways, please share your thoughts with me on this or other issues related fo state government by emailing me at ralph hiseid)
ncleg.net or calling me &t 919-733-3460.

Marion’s 11% Annual

Saturday, June 3rd 2017
S:00PM-9:00PM
Main Street,
Downtown Marion

828-652-2215

Celebrating Liver Mush
and the Liver Mush
Heritage of Marion and
MeDowell County!

Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar

Black again this year - Pig Calling Confest. Gef your

best pig call ready! $50, a trophy and a Fesfial .
And what would ¢ et for the best pig caller In Mﬂt‘g.ﬂﬂt—ﬂﬂ
a Liver Mush Festival
be without the sounds Anrd the Liver Mush Eafing Contest™ The Contest
of areat v isopen fo adults 18 years & up. A $50 cash prize, a -
and vock classics by, TP 2 Lver Mush Fesival st fo e e 1-40 at Exit 105
Roadrunnerz Inflatables and ofher activities for the kds!! Visit with

the verdors and sporsars. There is fun for everyone!

: Come See Us at Our New Location
<0 Forthe motorcycles enttwsiast, plans are underway
.98 g ol ! ksl ey Across the Street!

Mare details o come!

| Free Liver Mush sandwiches from Hunter's
¥ Liver Mush, the avent sponsor.

For more information call 828-852-2215 or Mo rganTon F) NC

check out Liver Mush Festival on Facebook
Spomsoes - City of Marion, Hunter's Liver Mush, Goforth Pest Cantrol, LIS Celiular, 828_433_54%
Aaron's Rental, McDowell Chamber of Commerce, Philips Financial.

I cocana of ralrm, thia comnoonrt w20 ha st fhae | Hataoarie Basrlan
Taliggobo Pl Cowar, 67 Wl Haroda reor Straal
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

2022255401
warwmesdows howse pow

Every year as we celebrate Memorial Day, I am thank-
finl fior the tGme as our Country collectively reflects and
remembers all of the brave men :nd women who fonzht
and died while defending the freedoms that we cherish.

O bay 29th we will be celebrating the lives of those
wiho gave the ultimate sacnfice for our nation. These men
and women fonght for the United States, but also for the
friends and the family that they left behind. It says in John
15:13, “Greater love hath no man than this, that 8 man Lay
dowam his life for his fiends.”

Cmiside my office door bere in Washington, DfC T have
the photos of the men from our district that kave given that
ultimate sacrifice in Operation Enduring Freedom, Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, and Operation Mew Dawn. They went
mte conflict knowing the potential cost, and sacrificed all
for s in Worth Carolina, and for our great Conniry. While
we remember their deaths, we also celebrate that snch
people lived Bvery day as I walk fnto myy office, I am re-
minded of their lives and the lasting impact that they have
made on Western North Carolina, We take time this month
to rememiber them and o honor the farilies thet camy on
their mermary.

FPFC Joey D Whitener, Neba, NiC

SGT William 5. Kinger, Jr, Hendersonville, T
CW3 Mibchell K. Carver, Jr, Leicester, NC
SGT Eevin D_ Afkins, Burnsville, KT

550 Jozeph B Ray, Asheville, NC

CPL Eenneth IN. Hess, Asheville, NC

S8C Jason C. Eamseyer, Lenoir, NC

SGT Larry E. Bowman, Lenoir, NC

S8C Charlie I Bagwell, Lale Toxaway, NC
SGT Thomas C. Bay IT, Weaverville, KC
LCPL Jeszsie A. Caszada, Hendersonville, BC
ST Jason B. Parsons, Lenoir, NIC

SGT Diomald T. Edzerton, Murphy, MC

PFC Christian Warriner, Malls River, BT
W2 Terry L. Varnadore IT, Arden, NC

SPC Pairick L. Lay IT, Bradenton, MC

CPL Michael J. Duicher, Asheville, NiC

550G Brandon . Egzlevion, Candler, NC
S5GT Wiliam D). Brown I, Framklim 3T

NC House District 118

Houwse considers bunting with dogs bl

My office and I have received hundreds of calls and emails from people who are opposed o House Bill 548 — BEesponsible Deer

Hunting.

I intend to wote no on the bill if given the oppormanity. The bill would give too mach authority to the state Wildlife Fecources Com-
mizsion, which wounld be piven mle-making anthority owver some aspects of hunting with dogs in our state.

House Bill §48 had been scheduled for a hearing in the House Wildlife Fesources Conunittes on Wednesday, but the meeting was
canceled Another mesting of the committee has been called for April 24, but the azends for the mesting had not been annonnced a5 of

thiz writing.

Peaople I have spoken to about the issne are concemmed the bill wounld be 3 step toward ending bunting with dogs in Morth Carolina. T
tend to agres with them. Given I support Inmong with dozs and the freedom generally to lunt in our state, I cannot support Howss Bill

548,

A particularly interesting take on the bill came fom one of my consttuents in Yancey County. He noted that during the time preced-

Bep. hchele T Presnell
ing the founding of the United States, people moved to the new world in part becanse of the tyrannical resmictions placed on bunting in- jfchele.
019-733-5732

In Enzland, he said, only rovalty and wealthy landowmers could boant. I will vote no on any bill that meay move our state toward a
beavily commercizlized approach to mtine. which, m the long mun, would lead to exchosion of those who aren™t wealihy enough

afford commercial bumits

As Ted Nugent once said- "Take your kid bonting and you won't have to hunt for vour kids " Himfing feeds families and kesps them

cloze.

French Broad EMC spreads internet

French Eroad Eleciric has been working diligently — road by road — to spread internet service through Madison County.

They nse power lines that ate already in place to provide internet conmectivity to people in more isolated pans of the county.

While Yancey County is already covered by internet, people in more isolated parts of Haywoeod Coumty could benefit from intermes
conmectivity &s well Perhaps the Haywood County EMC could take a look at the approach being taken by French Broad Elecimic.

NC House District 85

The loag sesston of the MNonth Caroling General Assembly is the busiest ome of the two-vear cycle for the legislamre. It is not widely
known that you only have & small window in the two year cycle to get bills passed both chambers and sipned by the governor. This is
that time. Part of the fast pace of legislation is due to something called “crossover”.

April 27 is the Crossover Deadline, the date by which most bills have to pass either the House or the Senate to stay alive for the remain-

Josh Diohzon

Josh Dobson/@nclez net
919-7T33-5862

der of the sasszion.

Orwver the next week, legizlative committees will be hearing numerous bills, and both chambers—House and Senats-—will be bolding
long sessions fo vote on the bills cooming owt of these committees. Many of the bills are noncontroversial and will pass gquickly. How-
ever, in the mish to make crossover, my experience has been that some bills will receive favorable wotes without full vetting. Simce all
hills hawe to pass both chambers, making crossover is just the next step in the legislative smsase-ruaking businesss,

My hope and roy moal is that by the time “crossover” has concluded T will have passed B bills out of the House Charber. So far T
have been formanate to pass & bills out of the House. Thres in paricular are listed be=low.

HB 299 addrezses the state health plan It gives more sutonomy to the State Treasurers office to plan for our long temm obligstions
as a state. Char state employees and refirees are crocial to the snocess of our state. HB 299 will help assure that our state bealth plan is

sustainable for the long term.

HB 353 is ooe of my few non health care related bills that T was formnate to pass out of the honse with almost unanimoens suppoTt.
HB 353 is an act to add three areas of cur state to the state park system. One of which s in oy distrct. (Bob’s Pocket in McDowell
County) I believe we do need o preserve what we can in a common sense way for fisiure gensrations.

HBE 248 iz a bill to form a study committes to examn how best for Morth Caroling to address the aging population. Morth Caroling cur-
tently ranks minth in the nation for the size of the age §0 and older populstion and tenth in the nation for the age 85 and older popula-
ton. From 2015 to 2035, the age 55 mnd older population is projected to increase sooy-seven percent (§7%) and the age 85 and older
populstion is projected to increass one bundred two percent (102%). By 2019, Morth Caroling will have mare people that are 50 years
of age and older than 21 children age 0-17. If is recomumended that the Subcomumittes examine the range of prosrams and services for
older adunlts thronghont the contimmnm of care. The Subcommities is encourazed to seck input from 3 vanety of stakeholders and mter-
est groups inclnding: The Division of Aging and Adult Services and the Diivision of Social Services, Departivent of Health and Human
Services; the Morth Caroling Coalition on Aging; the Morth Careling Semsor Tarhee] Legislanme, and the Govemor's Advisory Coumcil
on Aging. The needs of our sentors &re vital to the long term success of our state. T look forward to hopefilly zetting this bill to the

Governor s desk soon.

As ahways, [ am thankful for the oppormmity to serve Western Morth Carolina. Please don't besitate to call my office anytime [ can be

of assistance.

wrarw brenews com
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner
(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

A e a ""r'\-‘r

e

=

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner mmmunity

w and a greener environment, £ /
x.-’
0 <.‘%~_I_.f i (\i <‘u
Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our conributions
to Hospice of McDowell County,

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

The Inspiring Word

Equality and Justice
Pastor Termry Cheek Th.T,
MeDoweall Coumgy

Thanks for retuming to another poblication of *“The
Blue Ridze Christian Mews™ and our article “The Inspir-
ingz Word™.

This month open your Bible to Mathew 7:12 and fol-
low aloagz as we coatime with the smdy of “The Sermon
on the MMount ™

From our MMarch article, we were blessed with an
understanding of ask, seek and knock. Jesus revealed
to all of us how we shonld spproach God and be persistent with our pravers and
petitions. Cur approach nmst be tempered though, That is where we find ourselves
with this amicle. Motice the first word in Chaper 7 verse 12, “Therefore.™ It refers
to something previously stated. With this thowght we understand this arbcle gives
deeper clarification to the previows passags while openingz a frech perspective to
every bom-azain believer. With your Bihles open to MMarthear Chapter 7 werse 12
we read: “Thergfoee all things whattoever v would that men showld do fo you, do
Je aven 5o to fhem: for this is the law and the propheis. ™

This werse clearly has a theme of equity and justice, a theme which will rego-
late our relationships. with God and one apother. The gelden mile is encompassing
both economies, the OUT. and M.T.: we see the O.T. law being applied through
M.T. gospel. The comnection befween these two, then, shows that i the practice of
ihe golden mile Christians are to consider not only how they would be dealt with
by men i by God Himsslf. This elevates the understanding high above the eth-
ics of the world. I speak to Christians because that is who the Lord spoke to as He
deliversd the sermon on the mount. It still applies to the body of Christ becanse
we are His elect! We have 3 testimony of being bom-again into 3 new life dhat
is eternal and abumdant. We are to follow the standard set within God's word a5
comviction lesds ns --not oblization

Christian how does God’s word reveal His handiing of His children? Wonld
ithe word merciful provide the answer? The golden mile then tells you and I to treat
others the way God meats ns. Remember the word “therefore”— the golden mie is
there for understanding what has previously been given. The lost camnot do this,
they are not indwelt with the Holy Spirit. God doesn’t leave you and T alone to
strugele with molding our lives into this erder. He provides ns with a comforter,
The Holy Spirt will mowve us according to God's werd to be the people God has
sawved us to be. Therefore, we are expected to submit to obedisnce and humhble
ourselves to the work of the comforter How can we expect God to be mercifinl
with us if we are eaten np with selfishness? Let's not forget the need others have
of ns is the same need we have of God.

This brimpgs us to 8 very necassary question; how am I to deterrmins what is
socd for oy neighbors? Look at our verse: “all things whats oever ye would that
wegnt showld do fo you, do ye even so fo them. ™ Our answer can be sununanzed as:
Whatever you consider best for yourself were you in their place, that is what you
nmst do for others. The understanding of verse 12 is found in these three things.
(1) We must do to our neiphbor what we ourselves acknowledze o be fit and
reasonable, cmsu.denug the dascut'eryandudammndmg of the crcnmstances, ()
We mmst consider other peopla
on the same level with our-
¢ selves, and umderstand we are
| &5 responsible to them as they

| tous. Being saved does not
1 make ns beter than anyone.
& We are all sinners, some are
% saved sinners and others are
Y unsaved sinners. We all have
comme short of the glory of God.
(31 We can very easily find
ourselves in equal or worse
condrtion than we find others
in All of us live umder a sover-
elpn God, vet it s His children who are called to be salt and light. The solden rle
is a puideline for mesting that expectation.

5o, does this mean we can expect fo be reated by others the way we weat
others? The verse dossn’t say that, unformnately many of us have resd into it
that very result. The lost, the inumature, the selfish, the selfrightaous and many
oithers will never be able to rehum the grace of God until they experience or bave
renewed the grace of God. But, isn't that the reason our Lord has given us this
directive. We can be God’s grace extended o those who do oot seek it, cannot ask
for it and will not search it out. For this very rezson, the golden mle is the physi-
cal expression of the great commission. Christian, lets reevaluate our inderstand-
ing of the zolden mle and seek Gods glory through it in our lives. Untl necct dme
may Gopd keep you firmly in His grip!

Tarry Cheek (s Pasior af Catvary Bapfizt Church in Marion.

& Joan's _
‘P-'r—"eci.s ion Auto Body
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Friendships Achievement Night
By Timothy Eller By Jane McDaniel
McDawell County McDowell County

When I began to look for a subject for this month’s article
I chose the subject of Biblical friendships. I often struggle
o know or understand what God thinks about friendships. 1 Association,
do kmow that the Bible says if 3 man desires to have friends MeDiwwwell Catfleman's Association MMcDowell Youth Foundation, Eeep McDowell
that he must prove himself fiendly (Proe 18:24). Often ] ", Beautifol, Extension Master Gardener Violumteers, Local Foods Advisory Conncil,
we fail to see the greatest example of friends in the Bible, — o McDowell Honeyhee Club, and the Extension Advisory Coumcil were recosnized
Tonathon and David  Jonathon snd David were fiends and the Bible even talks 4-Her's were honored for their acoomplistorments i 20018, WC Cooperative Extension
about the bond between them being stronger than a man and 8 woman (2 Samme]l | Would like to thank Farm Burem — McDowell for sponsonng the evening.

1:26). There was nothing impuars in
its meaming. It was stated to prove
the fidelity and st between two
very close friends. Jomathon cared
, | more abowt his frisnd being exalied
and promoied than be did his right
to the throne of his father Jesus said
no grester love does 3 man have than
4 o lay down his life for his friend
(Tobn 15:13). He even put his lifs in
jeopardy to save David. Friends can
never show 3 more loving gashue
than to do good for 3 friend despite
mﬂmﬁ? [ IIURE | Farm Burcau — McDowell Board Members posing with denation 1o McDewell
cal friend to somebody today, help 4-H with McDowell 4-Hers.
someone who is not shle to help
' | themselves, regardless of whart they
can do for yvon in return.  Diavid had
\ | nothing to lose and Jonathon had
" | everything to lose, vet he fought
and smck up for his friend. Bea
tme fiend to seopebody today. Tros
= friends mever look at the bottom line
of what am [ goingz to zet out of this relatonship. Frendship ofien is a give and
take where two people are willing to give of themsebyes ont of care and concern
for the common poed will of mankind.

O Taesday Miarch 28th Moerth Caroling Cooperative Extension RcDowell Center
wmmmmmmmumm
Chureh i Marion. Vohmteers from 4-H, Extension amd

North Carailing Cooperaive Extension MeDowell Center Stqff with MeDoweaill

Tim Elier graduated from Caroling Graduate School qf Divinity and has been County Commissionars Ist row: Chad Ray, Adam Lawing, Cathy Hohenstein,
imvelved i prison and jail mimiztry for the past fiftean years. Curretly he iz Juliet Eirikiz, Molly Sangfbsz, Jane Dale, and Mart Burneizen Ind row: Commiz-
aperating in the capaciiy gf a servant gf Jasus Christ. siomar Towy Brown, Commissioner Bavry MePeters, Commiszioner Diavid Walker,
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Burke County Schools

Accentuate the Fositive

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke County

FHS student scores prefect om ACT

When Freedom High School jumder Jack Swanson
received an email in his inbox from ACT informing him
that his test score was ready to view, be was understand-
ably anwicus.

The test gauges college readiness, and colleges and
universities wse students” scores in the adnvissions process, w0 Jack knew a lot was
riding on the resulis.

Thinking back to test day, JTack recalls fesling “overly-prepared ™ and since
he had mot taken sauy formal prep classes or read amy official books relsted to ac-
ing the test, be was relying on his school experience and his AP and humanities
classes at Freedom to perform well

And perform well he did  Jack scored a perfect 36 on the ACT.

It was acmally during school, ™ Fack said, rememberning where be was when he
learned of his score. “T felt as if a2 weight had been lifted from my shonlders. A lot
of emiphasis is placed on standardized testing tnday, so getting this ont of the way
was a great relief for me ™

Jack immediately texted two people: his morn and his friend and mentor Ben
Succop, who scored a perfect 36 oo the ACT while at Freedom i 2014, “T owe
mch of what I have accomplished to these two specifically,” Jack said of his
mom and Ben. He gave credit to his teachers, too.

“oing imto the test roon, I felt overly-prepared and was confident that I could
perform well ™ Tack said. “After finishing, I couldn't think of a section I may have
performed poorly on, bt never antcipated a perfect score. All of the preparation I
needed to perform well on the ACT came froon the wonderful teachers at Free-
dom, I did not nse a prep book or other outside sources; the academic nzor of the
courses 5t Freedom was more than enough to prepare me for the ACT.”

He added, “T've taken mamy AP/ Pre-AP courses in my fime at Freedom, but the
mipst mfinential of those would have to be AP Calenhas/Stats with Mr. (Brent) and
Birs. (Kelly) Baker, and Mr (Tim) Fossett's Pre-AP/AP English courses. AP and
Pre-AP conarses allow for a more in-depth approach to raditional corricoala, alow-
ing for 3 greater understanding and grasp of learning i general. Without having
taken these classes, T conld not have performed near as well as I did on the ACT.™

When he is nof in class, Jack is busy with Quiz Bowl, Math Team Key Chab,
Iational Honors Sociery, Ping Pong Club, Marching Band znd Wind Ensemble
(he plays the mombone) and Young Democrats.

He said, “T am particularly invelved in the Young Democrats Chab, where T
serve as president and recently won election to the State Executive Board.™

It is his interest in poliics thar may drive Jack’s fiture.

He said, “Chaite 3 bit has changed i the last few weeks_ and I feel more condi-
dent om a career path than ever before. ﬂtﬁﬂl&pastjrea.t, I've become heavily m-
volved in politics on the state and lncal level and had the wonderfiol opportunity
to attend a state convention last weekend. Meeting with wonderfinl and inspiring
speakers from around the connity made me realize what it is I love deing. With
that being said, I am now swongly considering a caresr in govermment and inter-
national affzirs, with a possible extension

it the legal field.”

With a perfect score om his ACT, he
won't have any oouble geifing e a
school of his choice. He said, “T'm look-
mg o apply o an amay of colleges, and
am particularly meerested in Chapel Hill
Dke Harvard, Yale snd Georgetown.™

Freedom Principal Mike Swan said, “Tt
has been 3 plezsure to be immolved with
Jack’s education during his last three Years Fregdom High School junior Jack
at Freedom. I am very proud of Jack's Swamzon i pictured hare with Free-
dedication, both in the classroom and with. dom Principal Mike Swan and Burke
his many activities within the comnmnity. Coardy Public Schools Superimtendant
He continnes to push kimself and takes oo Dr Larry Puinam
multple roles at Freedom 1o belp men-
tor other stodents. It will be an honor to watch Jack walk the stage in 3018 as he
receives his well-deserved diploma. During my career at Freedom, T have had the
pleasure to not only watch Jack score a perfect 36 on the ACT, I have also had the
opportunity to bs part of Benjamin Succop's successful academic career. Having
two sdents score a perfect 36 on the ACT not only shows the dedication on be-
half of the youns men mentioned, buat also the selid foundation they have received
from the Burke Comnty School System and the hard work and dedication from the
farnlty and staff.™

Burke Ciounty Public Schools Superinfendent Dr. Larry Pumam said, “T am
very proud of Fack and thiz awesome accomplishment This puts him in rare
company &5 onlky .1 percent of students who take the ACT achieve a perfect score.
Jack has a bright fiture ahead of him, and T cam’t wait to see the great things he is
Eoing to do out in the world.”

Freedom’s JREOTC team advances in academic competition

Freedom High Scheol’s JROTC Academic Team hss eamed 3 trip to Wash-
mgton DUC. to comipete in the 2017 U5, Amay JROTC Aradenic Bowl Cham-
pronchip. The tesm is one of only 24 Army TROTC Academic Bowl teams in the
nation to advance to the Wational Acadermic Bowl competition, which inclndes
an all-expense paid mp to the championship event at the Catholic University of

Americs in Juns.

Team members are Cadet 15t Lt. Carmie Clark, Cadet Cpl. Logan Teaster, Cadet
Bui. 1st Class Camille Ridge Cadet Ind Lt RMathew Powell, Cadet Capt Joshna
Histt and Cadet Pyi. Brendan Hurdey; 1st Szr Trma Himes is theit coach.

The TROTC Academic Tesm sdvanced through two phases of online competi-
toms before making it to the face-to-face round set for Iune. Freedmm’s team
eamed top scores out of the 1,498 Aroy JROTC teams that competed from aroumd
the world. During the two, fast-paced preliminary rounds, siudents were tested
on their kpowledze of JROTC cumiculom, English, math and science. One of the
main goals of the JROTC Acadenvic Bowl is to prepare students for state exit!
eraduation exams as well as college enfrance exsms. such as the SAT and ACT.
This event is sponsared by the 1.5 Army Cadet Command, TROTC Headguarters
and is conducted by Collegpe Options Foundation. The wirmer of the 1775, Anwy
JROTC Academic Championship will compete against the winners of the 1.5,
Air Force, Marine Corps, and Mavy JROTC Academic Bowls in the JROTC Joimt
Semvice Academic Bowl Championship.

The JROTC Leadership & Academic Bowl (JLAB) is a nationally recognized
acadenuc competition cregted exchsively for JEROTC smdents. By pamicipating,
cadets leamn the values of citizenship, scademic competiion, and college oppor-
munity. The compettion creates memendons opporiumities for JROTC cadets by
allowing them o demonsate leadership and academic abilides. College Op-
tions Foumdation is & non-profit organiration dedicated to ennching the acadennic
development of hizgh school students and assisting them with their preparation for
higher education. Usng academic competitions, collspe exam study guides, col-
lepe admizsions totorials and personalized connseling, Collsge Options Founds-
tion has assisted the nation’s TROTC cadets worldwide for ower a decadea.

Burke County Public Schools and the Burke County Board of Education recoz-
nized the sadents and their leaders, Ciol Terry Commelly and 15t Sgt. Trina Hines
&t the Monday, Aprl 10 board meeting.

Aiddle schoo] stndents go head-to-head in robotics competition

Smdents from Burke County Public Schools five middle schools were chal-
lenged to program robots to mn antonomonsly as well as respond to a joystick and
pﬂfnmspectﬁcmsts.ﬁesnhm]sfmmadmbuﬁﬁtemshstfa]lniﬂzﬂrgml
to converge on Bast Burke Middle
Schon] on April § to compets 3gainst
one another in the second anmsal
BCPS Middle School Fobotics Com- !
pettion. The teams received points for |
their VEX robots’ actons, which they
had to perform under time constraints.

Liberty hMiddle School won the
competifion with Walter Tobneon and
Heritags tying for second place. The
competition also
included the teams
formimg alliances.
Walter Johnson
znd Table Fock
middie schools
joined forces to
win the alliznce
Commpeiition.

Liberty robot-
ics teacher Clay
Melsom szid, “The
purpose of the
robotics clubs
and competitions
with VEX is to
same smdents for mdustries that are moving in that direction if they kaven't fully
matomated by this poime.”™

Charyl Shyffier i the Public Relations Officer for the Burke Conunty Public School

urleson
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Mitchell County 4-H

Junior Robotics
By Kimbesty Slomick

Six Mitchell County 4-H Fumior Fobotcs tesms were able 1o
compete at the FIRST Jr FLL Expo beld ar URCA on Sat, 3718,
Tr First Lapo Leamie helps infrochace youdh, ages 6-10, to science.
techmology, ensmeering and math concepes by exploring real-life
scientific problems. Bach vear the kids are challenged to imvestigate
2 new topic tet teey will research and develop into 2 working
mindel using Lezos and a “Show MMe™ poster telling abont their
fopac. This year the fopic was called “Creamre Craze”. The participants had to sdennify
an animal that shares 3 habitat with the homey bee. Each team leamed abouat bess and
winy they are important and how they cohahitate with ofer anims]s.

This year, all three 4-H robotics competition teams fom Gonge Elementary Schoal's
after-school program competed, dee team from Bakersville's 4-H proeram, and two
teams from the Sprce Pine program Al the teams did am exvcellent joby of choosing a

creatve animal building motorized modals o display the shered habimar of the bee and
ithe amimal they chose, and presenting their projects o judges 3t dwe FIRST Expo.

The participating teams from Gouze are te Thunder Bees, Crestore Creators, and
Fast and Firsous, coached by Fenes Fohnson, Tamsra Lijan, and Foe Lujan. The Bak-
ersville team is the MMean Green LEGD Machines, coached by hdistt Silver and Ellen
Gouge. The Spruce Pine teams are the Engmeering Elephants and the Skithening Smars-
ies, coached by Holly BocClore and Amy Masterman.

Each team was swarded a vmigue sward that smphasized the workmanship that they
Creators received the Inquinms Bfinds Award Fast & Fomous received the Chutstand-
ing Temmwark. hiean Gresn T GO Machimes received Inmovatve Construction. The
Engineering Elsphants received the Solid-As- A-Rock Mode] Desizn Aovard and the
Shthenmnz Smarties received the Explosive Idess Award

A mge THAME YOUT to our kard-working vohmiesrs. These programs wounld mot
endist withomt them.

Eim Slomick iz 4-H Program Assiztant for the NC Cooperatiie Exfension-Mitch-
ell County Cenfer, you may contact ker af Em_slomickiimesn edi
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 Dawid played one of these nm-
zical instroments (1 Sam 16:23)
5 At the blast of the trumpet he
___, ‘Ahal' (Job 39:25)

10 m the momth |, wiochas
the eighth month (1 Kings 6:38)
13 make yourself ~ of
cypress wood (2.3) (Gen 6:14)
135Take an  of manna and
keep 1t for the generations to
come (Ex 16:32)

16 The ammuies of heaven
following lom_ nding on white
horses (Rev 19:14)

17 But hehadno _ with her
unfil she gave birth (Mait 1:25)
18 the mscnption that was
PARSIN (Dian 5:15)

19 we launched, meamng to sail
by the coasts of _ (Acts 27:2)
20 along wath the flashing spear
and __ (Job 39:23)

21 Picmie pests (Prov 30:25)

22 The robbers beat the man and
left hom half ~ (Luke 10:30)
23 took unto them certam
fellows of (Acts 17:5) KJV

23 ten thousand captives, and all
the craftsmen and (2 Kings
4 1H KV

27 Xerxes reigned from s roval
throme m the citadel of  (Est
1:

30 the desert owl, the ___ the
cormorant (Deut 14:17)
33With  like that of
chanots (1,5) (Joel 2:5)
33Youwllbea  wanderer
on the earth (Gen 4:12)

40 Cut down the tree and destroy
it, but leave the  (Dan 4:23)
41 recerve him not mto your
house, perther  ham God
speed (2 John 10) EIV

42 Ope of the minor prophets

43 the Egyptians and their chan-
otsand _ (Ex 14:26)

45 This 1s what the LORD, the
Godof  says (2 Sam 12:7)
46 Spuite the  of the door,
that the posts may shake (Amos
o:1) KIV

48 Cluef or clan leader (Gen
36:15) KV

49 Twall create new heav-
ens and a new earth (Isa 63:17)
53 rased up Jesus, whom ye

_ and hanged on a free (Acts
5:30) KIV

553 for he commandeth ~ the
winds and water (Luke 8:25)
EIV

56 after three yearsI ~ upto
Jerusalem to see Peter (Gal 1:18)
50 Paul stayed for a year and
__teachmp them (1 4)
(Acts 18:11)

63 that anointing 1s ___ _ not
counterfert (1 John 2:27)

64 The man who was healed had no
___who it was (John 5:13)

65 descended to the top of Mount
___ and called Moses (Exod 19:20)
66 Donot  awiolent man or
choose anmy of s ways (Prov.3:31)
67 shake the dust off your
when you leave (Matt 10:14)

68 apostle of Jesus Chnst for the
faith of God's _ (Titms 1:1)

69 Owr forefathers ~ the manna
m the desert (John 6:31)

70 Thou shalt not let thy cattle
with a diverse kind (Lev 19:19)
KTV

71 female sheep (Gen 32:14)

DOWN

1 unable to  the net m because
of the large number of fish (John
21:6)

2 aprophetess, | the danghter
of Phamuel (Luke 2-36)

3Andthe  wasupon the earth
forty days and forty nights (Gen
T:12)

4 the feet of one who brings good
news, who  peace (MNah 1:15)
6 you wall live a long time m the
land where you are  (Jer 35:7)
Ttoseekan - He will cast lots
with arrows (Ezek 21:21)
8Joshua  Ims clothes, and fell
to the earth (Joshma 7:6)

0 like royal tapestry; the king 13
held capve byits  (Song 7:3)
10 Fear and trembling have
me; horror has overwhelmed me
(Ps 55:5)

11 first hmsband of Bathsheba (2
Sam 11:3)

12 seems nght to a man, but mn the
endit__ to death (Prov 16:25)
14 at the name of Jesus every
should bow (Phal 2:10)

16 fromthe  of Egypt to the
Enphrates Brver (2 Kmgs 24:7)
24 to them! They have taken
the way of Cam (Jude 11)

26 to devote themselves o and
endless genealoges (1 Tim 1:4)
27 down to us feet and wath
agolden  around lus chest
(Rev.1:13)
2BHecame s own, and lus
own received him not (John 1:11)
20 The fathers eat  grapes, and
the children's teeth are set on (Ezek
18:2)

31 Except I shall see in his hands
the  of the nails (John 20:25)
(ETV)

32 wonders and signs m the land
of Egypt, andmthe  sea (Acts
71:36)

34 By your magic  all the na-
tions were led astray (Rev 18:23)
365eekthe =~ hemaybe
foumd (4.5) (Tsa 35:6)

37 son of Isaac and brother of Ja-

COPYRIGHT 2017

cob (Gen 25:26)

38 Ask, and it shall be given you;
__, amd ye shall find (Matt 7:7)
39 sold your people for a pittance,
gaming nothmg from thew (P
44:12)

41 youngest son of Jacob (mck-
name) (Gen 35:18)

44 A woman skilled m aiding the
delivery of babies (Gen 38:28)

45 [ Damel, was exhausted and lay
_ for several days (Dan 8:27)
47an __ mearby that belonged

to Publius, the chief official (Acts
28:T)

49 the brothers sent Paul and Silas
awayto  (Acts 17:10)

50 there isone  to the nghtecus,
and to the wicked (Eccles 9-2)

51 your tithes, and ~~ offenngs
of your hand (Deut 12:6)

DELLINGER’S
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532 We have here  five loaves
of bread and two fish (Matt
14:17)

54 will live in safety and be at
. without fear of harm (Prov
1:33)

57 garden of God (Ezek 28:13)
58 The LOPD wall fight for you;
vou  onlytobe stll (Ex
14:14)

60 wmtil that day when I drimk
it i the kimgdom of God
(Mark 14:25)

61 unto the nngs of the ephod
witha  of blue (Ex 28:28)
KV

62 discord, jealousy,  of
rage, selfish ambition (Gal 5:20)
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Abrabam Lincoln once szid. “Mo man is poor
who has a podly mother.™ T think yon wonld agres
with dhat staternent. . sspacially if you have been
the recipient of 8 godhy mom.

There have besn many mothers in the history of |
this world wio have impacted their sons in & fTe-
mendous way. Abraham Lincoln was one of those.
Tt is because of the mamy prayers of 3 mom that a
son or dmghter has been brought to the cross. We
have mmmerons stores i the Bible of women who are great excamples fior all the
mothers today who want m be what God wants them to be.

But, what about ber worth? Is there tuly amy way to measare that? How can
one determune the depths of her lowe and her gentle care? TWhat about her tonch
that heals the wonnds on the spint or the heart™ Mo scale or muler or number can
calculate. The love that she shares from day to day desarves nwch homor and
respect. Thers is no wiy to measare 8 mofher’s worth, The imtersity of har lowve iz
both precions and rare. The bond she hax with ber children from birth. There &= no
eqguil of ber indefinite worth amywhere. (Excerpt from “The Messure of a Mother's
Worth"-Arnthor Tonrmer)

There have besn mamy analysts that have made fufile attempts at acually putting
& price tag o0 what a mother is worth. Thawve seen varous fisures ranging from
ST0000 to $1 50,000 per year! When we think of our ovwm moms. .. I wonldn't even
attempt to put a valne because the monbers would be infinitely adding op!

A guestion was once asked  “What makes 8 Christian mother distinctive from
other mothers? Ancwer: salt. Jesus said, “Yow are the salf gff the earth ™ (Luke 5:13)
A Chmistian mother isn't neceszanly better than other miothers; but rather che has
specisl seascmime due to the presence of the Holy Spirit. The believing mother has
2 wealth of resources available to train, discipline. and love her children in the grace
of God

Consider the following quakities of 8 godly miother:
. Possesses a keen sense of discemment (Proverbs 15:14)
Persists in prayver af all fmes (Loke 18:1)
Demonsirates imoonditicnal Love (1 Jokm 4 18)
Cultivaies 3 joyil emvironment (Fsalm 16:11)
Exhihits steadfasmess in the Word of God (Psalm 111:140)
Forgives the offenses of others willingly (Jobn 20:23)
- Embraces s spimit of confentiment (1 Timothy §:8)

8. Tmost im God (Psabm 9:10)

9. Eeeps the faith (Proverbs 28-20)

10. Brings order to chaos {Proverbs 31:27)

11. Holds to what is right (Manhew 13:43)

12. Willing to relesse her children to God (Fomsns 5:5)

As we logk at this list, we know there is no such thing as a perfect mother, but the
Christian mother contimaes to be perfected by the zrace of God.  She is imvahaakble
io the kingdom of Chrizst due fo her influence on the next generation. Through the
power of the Holy Spint, every godly mother can be valuable and of great worth to
her children and children’s children Wow that's worth 3 bot!

B bk b

Rick Mercer is the paztor of the Worganion Seventh-day Achvenfizt Church af
2187 Jamestovm Road, Morganton. Thay can be reached af 870-520-3549 ar

f altds ned. Check our wisw morganfonsda. org. Thair pazzion i fo share
the fove af Jesuz with all who will lisfen.

‘J—ﬂg}?py Mother's Day.'

. o

Publications Volunteer
By Don Ford
Mirchell County

Pelay of the Bloe Ridge would like to encourags
amyvone who would like to form a team to do so to help
fumd resesrch and find a cure for cameer. You can find
many fundraizing ideas and
Tegister your texm oo the
following website: hips./
seCuTe.acsevents.org’ Please
niote these very important
upcoming dates. The Surviver Brunch will be held at
Spruce Pine Volonteer Fire Diepartment on Samrdsy,
Dday Gih at 10-00 Al and the Annusl Felay Event
at Mitchell Hizh School on Friday, Bay 18th at 6:00
EM. In addifion, luminaries are availsble and can
be purchased lncally to homor those fighting cancer,
or in memary of those who were victims of cancer. You may do so by contacting
BI= Tackie Thomas at (228) G88-2258 or Mr. Bmssell Saxon at (328)765-02635.
For any additional mformation, you may call the American Cancer Society at
(B0 227-2345.

RELAY
FOR LIFE

FELAY OF THE BLUE RIDGE SPOTLIGHT — SUBRVIVOR'S BEUMCH AND
MATH EVENT

Have vou ever wondered how the Felay for Life fundraising dollars are nsed
or what happens at a EFL event? Hopefully, this will answer those questions and
more!

Events are held to help redwce the burden of cancer in our communnities. Oeer 1.5
million people are expected to be newly diasnosed with cancer this year.

Here are 2 few ways that vour contmbntons ame being wblized. In 2015, 5150
million was used for cancer research grants. Ohver 361,000 mights of free lodzing
were provided at American Cancer Society Hope Lodze facilities. In addition,
316,000 fdes to and from weatment were provided Locally, more than 535,000
was raised im 20018 to help fizht all types of cancer and ease the pain and suffering
of this disease

What is Belyy for Life? It is 2 feam fimdraising event whers team members
honor cancer victims, survivors and caregivers. This boefty describes what to
expect at an BFL eveni: (1) Welcoming Ceremony, () Suarvivor Lap — inweles
people affacted by cancer who walk a designated track, (3) Caregiver Lap — rec-
ornizes those who provide support to loved cnes daring trestment. Both sani-
vors and caregivers ars cheered and supported by their attendance, (4) Teams then
walk the wack to begin the celebration, (5} When not walking, participants wisit
other team sifes, participate in activities, enjoy games and enteriainment, (§) Since
darkness is symbolic of the fear that cancer patients may experience, luminares
are Iit after sumset to remember those we have lost, fo celebrate cancer survivors,
and show that aoyone who is affected by cancer is not alone, and {7) Closing cer-
emomies wrap up the event as we are reminded o participate in BFL until cancer
is no more!

Pelay of the Blne Fidge would like to mwvite everyone from Avery, Mitchell and
Yancey Counties to the following special events. The Survivors’ Bronch will be
hald on Saturday, May Gth at 10 AN at the Spmce Pine Fire Dieparoment and Ms.
Anme Castro will be the guest speaker.  The main BFL event iz at Mitchell High
School in Ledeer, BC on Fridsy evening. May 10th bepinning ar § PM. For mora
information, please contact Fnssell Saxon at (828) 7659265,

IDom Ford has served the Lord as a mumister_for 40 years. He and iz wife Debo-
rah kave one daughier who Mves i Oeorgia

"

Lakeview Nurmy has bmme Lakeview Mermﬂle& Garden

3 & 4 Generation Owners + 55 Years Experience » New Merchandise

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC » 7659133
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Suffering with Fibromyalgia?

Laser Therapy.
Healing at the
Speed of Light

Lazer therapy is effective in
relieving pain associated with
fibromyalgia. S0 why choose
Lazer therapy? It works and
has no side effects.

How does that compare with what
you ars currently doing? Give us
a call and see how laser therapy
can help you.

Natural Healith Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Life Center

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

“Since 19827

417 N Main 5t Suite 2, Marion, NC (Mext to Tracter Supply)
New and Gently Used
Furniture - Appliances - Tools
Home Accessories - Building Materials

828-559-2888

Call Us to Coordinate Delivery of Your Donation
All Donations Help Support Hospice of McDowell County

Q‘|US 1CE

(of Mchwel |

Home Is Whera the Heart is

Now providing .

T (-Saﬁe Hanber
# ‘Pﬁﬂq'd'm !j:-w [Iﬂlﬂ'ﬂ'lﬂ

When to consider Safe Harbor Palliative Care:
* Fymu or sorneona vou know s Bemg with a serious illness

* Yau wank cane Lhal is available at home

¢ You need additiona! suppat for rmanagimg symptorms

What can Palliative Care do for _':.ﬂuu?

« Provice additiona’ support durireg a struggle with serious illeess
= Assist with making referrals to other community resolmoes

» Collaborate with your eam of medical ipecalists

828-659-7068

www.homcnc.org

Butterflies And Faith

By Een and JTan Marop
Avery County

The bumerflie: Auferad thair wing: alightnz
on one blpon after another | spmetimes pansing
to take mn mectar. And evea in the seeming sull-
n=ss, thair wing:s swayed a it

Theze flying jewels are something to belold,
2 welcome additon o 3oy garden . color and
chamuing allue come together 1o produce living

Bz there iz ope place that bumerflies ars not welcome, In noy siomach’

TI'mi sure I'm oot alone, Each of ns kas expenanced that flumering sensaton
that wonld almest canse us to back out of speaking or singie in public; eackmg
2 class; starting a new job or geing o 3 new school. That nervous fumenng isn't
winzome at all.

Bus often bomerflies come zlong for the ride when undertaking new advennires.
Ton ses, ofien our Lext sTeps se<lm 10 Tequire 2 grear deal of faith. Bur, Fesus has
todd us that if we have faith the size of a westard seed, we can move wountain:.

Thap in Matthew 13: 31-32, WETV, Jesus elaborates on the kingdom of heaven
bemg like a mustard seed that 3 man planted in his S=1d. “which indeed is the
Teasr gf all the seeds; bur whan it iz grown it i greater than the berbs and be-
comes a mee, so that the birds gf the air come and west i i anches. ™

It s fmoportant than fo remember thar when God opens an oppormucty for us
that s bigger than we are (or our abilines or circwanstances seem o allow) ivdsn’'y
sweh great faith that is nesded - Tust nstard seed size will doo I s who wa
place our f2ith in thar matters. If our faith is in Alnvebey God and we belizve he
iz leading ws, then the outcome 15 i his hands,

Oiften the naxt requiremient is steps we're willing to take | sven if butterfliss
Accomnpany the joumey.

When [ was first testing my wings with singing, bamerflies seemed to be hav-
ingz a party 1oy stomachk. woadered how I would be able o sing at 2ll Then
spmecns said that once I opened ooy month and stareed singing. ITwonld let the
bomerilies o’

Fecently on the radio I beard Dr Toay Evans say, “Your farth is validated by
the steps vou take not the baierflies vou feel ™

I other words, stepping out in faith w0 sing with God as the object of my wor-
ship and purpose released the burterfliss. allowing me to sing his praises. But
firsz I had to open my mouth. Selah

The steep, rocky lnke caused us to pause for a breath -
Only to become breathless.
Ihe glowing flower was capfivafing.
The ahighnng of twin butterflies amazing.
A gracious gift.
Our af breath? Pause. Waii. Be doubly blessad.

“The Lord will wait, that He may be gracious fo yon.”
Isaiah 30: 18a

Ean andd Jan rozide in Land Harbour tn _dvary Coungy where they Rave moved in I
retimement because they love our mouniains.  Thay have written for us im years

past.
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Spruce Pine Main Street

New Happenings
By Libby Phillips
Mirchall Couniy

Hello and Happy Spong!

Below are a list of upcoming events and happenings with
Spmee Pme Main Soear.

* Summer Concert Series- In addition to the sunimer
concert serias. we have parmersd with Parkway Plavhonse
to add 3 children’s mmsical tw fune. This vear’s performance will melude a special
parformance of A Yaar with Frog and Toad followed by hands on activines for the
kids led by Pevland School of Crafl. Each child in ameadavce will receive 3 fres
ook as well! Thanks to the gensrous denations of several merchants in towm,
wa have puorchased a sound svstem and equipment which we plan to 2dd euidoor
miovies to o st of activities. We have eceived several donations thes year for
the sunnmet coacer seres ut are stll locking for a couple wore o rouad out the
season. If you would like to host a concert. pleasa email me so I oan add you to
the promonowal materials, Mo amoanr 1s too small to make 3 diffsrepce. Many
thanks to Tres House Mountain Pealty, Tr-Counry Odl apd People’s Furnitare for
vour suppor: of this year’s events! We would also like to thank an anonymions
donor for sponsoring the purchass of the new somnd sy:tem and a late donanon
last year by Tokvo which halped us add addittonal svents 1o this vear's calendar,

* Fire an the Monntain- April 28th iz righe sroand the corner We are looking
forward fo another great festival this vear apd have added addiconal eveats for all
o enjoy. Please be reminded thar Locust Soeer will be closed oo the day of the
event. Please do nof park along Crorstal, Link or Topaz as vendors and emergency
vehicles will be ufilizog those aveunes for wansit. Parking will be avzilzble in
both public fots and we will have a shasle that will pick up at First Baptist charch
with spillover parking at Pinebridge. Merchants are enconraged to ask emplovees
o park in these designared lots and leave on smeet parking available for handicap
awd our of towm festival amendeas. IF yvou are offenng spectal discoumes, sales or
meals on festval dav. please lat me know asap so we can offer this infonuanon

at the SPWS booth and remember, to keep the sidewalks clear for padesmian and
hapdicap traffic day of the svent

* BEQ) Festival- The apeual BRBC) fesnval will ba hald an Tuly 14tk and 15 at
Fiverside Park. The Fofary Clhab has made every effort to acconunodate local
wishes and has made several changes 1o the event this year Pricing for the event
is 35 per person and 320 per family and will kave local mwsicians, food and crafi
vendors. There will oot be 2 champronship this year. Twill send addicenal infor-
miation 35 we g2t cleser to the event Please encourage folks fo arrend rhis event
The money raized from this fastval goes directly back imto cur commomnnity and
belps many. I have added a line for sidewalk sale that weekend If you want to
partcipate mthis, ler me koo

* Diowntown Beantification- Oun behalf of 3PAS, Twould like to thank everyone
in our town who have made sigrificant uperades and improvements fo their busi-
neszas. From avwnings, to signs, mew paint, pew facades, and fowers- the toan
looks zreat and the improvemsnts are so appreciated! The Design & Beantfica-
ton cornmirtes held their spring cleamup last weeskend and have continuad o work
aa clearing the banks heading into downrown Locust Smeet. Flower pots ara
planted and the parking Lot above Michell Mews Toumnal will receive 2 face iR

in the coming weaks- (thanks in part to 2 generons downtown merchant contribo-
fon). The comnimes has other improvement plans scheduled for the summer
miontks. If yon want to help out or lead a hand, please stap by muy office.

* Diowntown Investment- Taking prids in our hometown pays of and people
nonce, Did you know- SPLIS bas received 2 nanonally recognized awards in
downtown econoinic development in the past 2 yesrs? That's mnpressmve follks! 1
can’t tell you how many fimes over the past yaar on my state wavels, that other

comnunites come up o me and brag sbout the wonderful things happening in
Spruce Pine! Yes we bave thivgs to work on like all towms, bat we really do
have a beawtful linle town and measure right veder our poses. Ower 5320000 m
private improvements in the past vear in downiown alone! Many thanks to these
businesses for downtown improvement projects completed in the past fiscal year;
Burlesen’s Phanbing, Young, Miller & Gillaspie, Soutkem Lights, Canips’s, Wes-
per Lodge Spraced Boutgue, The Crvstal Building, Eban Concepts, Cross Street
Building, McoCall's, Pizza Shop and Doy Conoty Brewing, Tokvo, Southwest
Tradivg, Lakeview Garden Center and Mercantle and the Home Sked On top of
that, 5 aldings sold m the past few months- yes, FIVE! Yippes! (If you have
made Inferor oF exterior nuprovements 1o vour building this past vear and are not
lizted- let me know so we can brag on you!!!)

= New Stores- Have vou inmoduced yourselves to owr newest merchants and basi-
naszes] These folks have recently opered or are planninz to open ity the coming
manths. Pleaza take a mament to stop by and welooane them to dowmrioam as I
am sure they wonld love o meet you; Spmace Boutique, Tangled Salon, The Home
Shed, Joe Bomar Attorney, Blue Fidze Fesource Conservation and Develop-
ment Covncil, Sonthem Lizhts, Uptown Punk Chrisanas Store, Heart and Snaks
Bisonits apd coming soon- Poppy's Wildoraft, The Thnf Store, and Appalachian
Pets & Supplies

= For Leaze- Do you have space for lease? I kave peopls locking for mulzpls
offices (rogether) in dowotown, If D haven's talked to vou already and youw have
space, call ma,

= On Street Parling- Thark von all for bamg cogpizant of the pubklic parking ar-
eas designated for emplovess and merchant:. I zee the lots All np every morning
and several nsinesses have sept notes thanking von for deing so. Pleasa confinus
1o uflize thess spaces gomg forward so we will have accessibiliny for our patmons,
alderly and baadiczp.

= Iisues- Do you have a problam, questoon, or suggestion” Please remember that
our deor is 2lways open aod we encourage all to come by and discuss oplcs yon
may have with us. Aoy topic, oo mater bow small will always be addressed with
onr eard of directors and the town (when spplicable) in bopes of finding 3 solu-
ton. Wy office hours are Monday —Fridsy -5 and our board of directors mest the
first Thursday of each month 2t 8:00 2t DT s, All are encowrzged 1o amend or gat
imvolved.

* Forward Ale On .. If vou know spmmeone who doesn’t recerve our @mails,
please forward on and ask them o contact SPMS so we can add them o the Hist!

= Help us promete voor business- If vour business has rack cards, business
cards, or mepws pleass bring mie soane and Iwill happily add to dee visitor centar-
no charge!

Libine Phillipz iz Execuine Direcior qf Spruce Pine Main Streat

Miller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

A® Erie
Insurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against

the loss of everything he has in the world
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
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EQUAL HOUEHG
OPPORTUNITY

South of 1-40 |
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |
Marion, NC 28752 | =

1999 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

wwwr, WhilzonRealtvocom | denniswad WhitsonRealty.com

Dennis J. Whitson, Broker

Avery County Schools

Spring and Forward
By David Buarleson
Avary County

By looking atf the calendar, spning is officially here but
we have had some days that make us wonder. We all
that know that late March and early April can bring some
snow and bad weather to Avery County.  This year’s win-
ter was kind to us a5 we missed only eight school days.
Becaunse of the extendad time that was added to the school .
day, the Avery County Board of Education, during its March 21 mesting voted to
move fhe last day of the school year for stadents to Friday, Fane 2 if no more days
are missed for inclemnent weather, Spring Break and Easter Vacation will be from
Friday, April 14 through Friday, April 21. This is the fitst fime in mamy years that
the Avery County Schools have had a full Sprimg Break.

Onir calendar comnuittes has worked very hard to develop the school calendar
for 2017-2018. The recormmended calendar has been presemnted to the board
of education for a first reading.  The proposed calendar is very similar to this
vear's calendar. If the calendar law does not change and the proposed calendar
is approved, students will head back to school on August 21, and the schedulad
last day for students is Jone & Cur plan for next year is o confinue to add the ad-
difional twenty numirtes o the school day as we have done for the last tono vears,
starting with the very first day. Doing this allows ns to pot only bank some time
for snow days tnat it will also allowr ws to finish our first semester before Chriss-
mas at the high school. Based oa this year’s weather we feel like, along with our
calendar conumittes, that Gnishing first semester bafore Christmas is advantageous
nat only to our students, bat fo our entire community.

Even though we are not finished with this school vear yet, we are already
planning our summer programs. Char goal is to provide our stodents who need
a little exira kelp and support, the opportanity o get that duning the sumomer
months through sumoer school. Our plan is that summer school for kinderganten
through fifth srade will begin on Monday, Fune 12 and will run uniil Thursday,
Tune 289, Summer school for middle snd high school will also begin on Bdonday,
Tune 12 but the ending date kas not been determumed Again this year, the Fead
to Achieve legislaton requites additional suppont for students in third grade who
are not proficient in reading.  Students who fail to meet this requirement will have
the oppormnity to attend summer school. We will provide bus transportation,
breakfast, and hmch for all our students who attend simmer school. We will have
an excellent staff in place, and based on our last three years of summer schaol it
has beea a very rewarding experience for our students. Owur goal is for this to be
supportive and helpful, not pumitive in any way. We stand ready 1o answer aoy
guestions you mught have about sumrmer school.

Mot only are we planning for summer school, but bave also geared up for next
school year by registering our eighth graders and hizh school stdents for the
courses they will take next year This is a very important time for our students
and their parents as they consider the courses they need to take next year to pre-
pare them for their future. Cur high school and middie school staffs have worked
very kard to prepare registration materials and meet with students and parents
about their scheduling needs. If any parent bas 3 question abont registration or
high school courses, he or she should feel free to confract 8 coumselor or principal

We are also zrateful to the High Couniry Coundl of Governments, Mayland
Coonmmity College, their staffs. and the staff of oo school system for working
together to provide a program for cur eighth graders to disonss different career op-
portunities and the courses students need to select while in high school to prepare
them for those jobs and careers. I am especially appreciative of the work Mrs,
Eim Diavis and MMark Parlier have done in coordinating the program along with
our high school and nuddle school counselors and sdministrators. Chr zoal is o
make this process even better year after year so our students are provided the best
information possible, and parents are also given the mformation they need to work
with their smdents and encourage them to take the courses that are most beneficial
for them. Char bope is that oor students’ experiences, especizlly in the kigh school
courses they take are preparing them for their life’s cateer. We have a very srong
acadentic program slong with a career and technical education program that
provides the foundation for each of our children’s funoe. We would encourags
parents to be miricately imvobved with their child’s edocation in the Avery County
Schools.

We have lots going on this spring, and we cermainly appreciate the support of
everyone in Avery County as we work to mest the needs of each of our children
that we serve. Thank you for making Axery Coumnty such a special and wonderfinl
place for all of ws. We wish for vou and your family a very Happy Baster!

Darvid Burleson is Superintendent gf the Avery County Schoals

Backyand Cneatioms

Virginia Beam
328 East Court Stroet
Marion, NG 28752
B28-652-2627 » faor B28-652-1445 J
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Part 7: Planning
By Mancy Yantchook
Mitchell County

Families can cope with disasters by preparing shead
and working together as a team. Local officials and
relief workers will be on the scena, but they canpot reach
everyone right awsy. We have already listed what vou
can do to be prepared as far as your water supply, your
food supply, and itermns and materials that you should bave
awvailable im your disaster kit. Your disaster kit should be
in one place and easily accessible to nse in your home or to take elsewhere. Thare
are a few other things vou should think about and do before a disaster sirikes.

= Be aware of what type of disasters would ooour in vour conwmmity and reguest
information on how to prepare for each type.

= Leam what your conummity s waming signals are, what they soumd like, and
what yvou should do when you hear them. The wamings may be by radio, short-
wave radie. TV, or by word of month.

= Leam what vour workplace dizaster plans are and how to follow therm.

= Leam what vour children’s school or daycare plans are and discuss them with
your children.

= Mest with your neighbors and discuss what you all should do in the event of 2
disaster This means working tosether.

= Think sbout your elderly or disabled neighbors or relatves and how you could
help them_

= Plan what you will do to care for vour pets and animals if 8 dissster orours,

= Saf up a disaster plan with your family and discuss what each of yon would do if
a8 dizaster pooarred and you were not altogether.

= Post emergency telephone numbers near your phones in the home.

= Teach your children bow to call 911 or local medical services for help.

= Pick two places to meet in the event of an emergency.

1. Right outside your home, in case of a fire for exampls.

2. Ctside of your neighborhood in case you cammot requmn home. Know the
address and phome pumebet.
= Ack am out of the state friend o be 3 “family contact”. After an emergency, it is
frequently easier to call long distance. Everyone should know the phone monhesr,
= Alzp, it is best to not te up the telephone lines aoy more than necessary becauze
emergency persorme] need to wie the phomes.
= hiake sure you have adequate insurance coverage for your home and belpngings.
= Be sure you heve vour important papers in 8 waterproof, portable metal con-
fainer.

1. Wills, insuramce policies, contracts, deeds, stocks and bonds.

2_ Passports, social security cards, Medicare cards, innmumization records.

3. Bank account pumifers.

4. Credit card account pumbers and companies.

5. Inventory of valzable bousehold goods, mportant telephone munbers.

§. Family records (birth, mamage, death cermficates
= It would also be a pood idea to have copies of these records m your car with a
smiall disaster kit. You conld be canght in a flash food or mowstonms.

* In yoar hiorme:

1. Conduct 8 hazard humt.

2. Enow how to operate an A-B-C type fire exmmguisher.

3. Enow how to evacuate your home quickly and efficiently.

4 Show each member of the family how to torn off water, zas, and electricity at
the main switches and when they should do it. Doa't forget special wrenches may
be necessary and should be nearby valve or switches,

5. Install and maintain smoke detectors oo each level of your home, especially
near bedrooms.

4. Determine which rooms sre the zafest in the event of an earthquake or tor-
nado.

7. Check your hame for damaged utilities such a5 lesking gas. Use flachlight
nof matches or electrical switches if yon suspect dangers.

8. Clean up spilled medicines blesches gasoline. or other fammahle liquids
Imme 3

9. Stay away from dowmned power lines.

= Be dressed wamuly with protective clothing and sturdy shoes at all moes.

= Lock your home if you st leave.

= Be aware of where the shelters are and have the ravel rontes memorized
Have a map available in the event that soone routes are mpassakle or dangerons.

= Be sure to keep your car zasoline tanks fll at all tmes. It may be difficult to
gZet gas.

= Tt would also be a good idea to have some cash on hand at home, as credit
cards and checks may not be accepied durning an emerzency.

=ABOVE ALL REMATH CALM AWD PATIENT AND BUT YOUFR DISAS-
TEER. FLANS INTO ACTTON. IF HECESSARY GIVE FIFEST AID AWND GET
HELF FOE INFTURED FERSONS.

Paul and Narcy Yartchook moved to NC in 1994 and are vary happy i Red Hill
with thedr dog. She served as the Chairperson for the MOHP foar nearly 12 years.
She focused on the emersency readiness programs as that is a real cofcern i
these rural areas.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

The Rotary of Spruce Pine

Saving Babies
By Doug Sudduth
Mitchell Couniy

If wou tuild it, thev will come.

Members of the Fotary Club of Spruce Pine on Thursday,
March 30, were presented a slideshow by Spruce Pine First
Baptist Cluarch msmibers Robin Buchsman Baobert Stroup
smd JTames Byrd, who is also a Fotarian abowt their recent
mission trip to Johamneshurg, Sonth Africa.

Buchanan, Stronp, Byrd and Diane Pritchard spent two weeks in South Africa
halping build Hope Village, which helps mest needs of sbandoned, abused and
orphaned children in South Africa by providing a stable, Christian enviromment.
Hope Village is a refurbished bouse om §2 acres that is an ancillary facility for
toddlers assnciu:&dwiﬂlﬂu}ﬂnurﬂfHupE.aanEs stee] “baby bin" that allows

mu-ﬂ:t&rs.mle-atl.re
FEDT&R‘F 2 R

in the care of the
UB Beres Bapdist
Church in central
Joharmesture An
alarm sounds to
notify caregivers
when 3 baby is
placed i the hinm,
Berea Bapdist

Pictured are Rotary President dlex Giover with Rofarian
sermes Bymd, Robin Buchararn, and Robert Stroup
per month at that ime.

More than 1,500 children have been placed through the Dhoor of Hope, incind-
ingz two while the group was on the mission mp, Stoape said.

“Many of the children are the sons or danghters of prostinaes,” Stoup said.
“Miany more are single mothers who just can’t care for the child for some reason
of another.™

Buchanan said an averaze of three babies are abandoned per day in the Johan-
neshurg metro ares_ which has 8 populstion of 12 nullion people and of the 185
million children mEuuﬂ:A_ﬁ'lca, approxmately 5.2 million are grphans.

“Ahandonment 15 increasing and the number of sdoptions decressing becanss
of change: m the adoption laws,™ she said

The first baby adopted through Door of Hope, Georgina, is pow 3 frechman at
East Carolina Tniversity, Stroupe said.

Doug Sudduth is the Public Relations Officer for the Spruce Pine Rotary Club.

Sudoku
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Solution on page 14
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‘Walnut Grove Church
Engage and Pursue!
Check out our new Website 5w wmBom

www.brcnews.com Fave you ever prayed somathing ke s, “Lerd, 1
And find us on Facebook Y am illig? Jot ahow me what o and Tl do it

Open the door snd I'l walk throngh it™
I have. And I think it's 3 wonderful prayer. But
there can be a problem with it. ... Complacency.

7 = > -
Mountaineer Pawn Shop | e o e weig s prave o s

back in our rocking chair and just wait. I can remember self-righteonsly thinking,

“T doa’t bave to do aoything now, I'll just wait nntl I see this wide-open door

5

MDTHEH 5 DA? i fromt of me with a flashing neon sign saying, “this is your destiny, enter with
confidence™.

’ EALE i While that can bappen, I don't think that's the way God wommally works. I think

Prices cut by up to 75% on most items after we say that prayer, a better approach we can take was modelad by one of my

Rings. Bracelets, Earrings, Necklaces beroes, Jonathan, son of Saul.
Gold, Silver, Diamonds and Gems

1 5am 14:8 Jonathem said "Come on, then, we will cross over fovward thew and
et them see us. P [ thay say fo us, Tt there unfl wa come to you, " we will siqy
whare we arg and nat go up fo them. 10 Brt [fthey zay, 'Come up fo us, ' wa will
climb up, becawse that will be our zign that the LORD has ghven them into our
hands "

What was be saying? “Losd, I'm avail-
aile, if von want me w Gzht, T'11 fizghe.

If vou don’t that's ok too. Just give me a
sign * That much is very similar to prayers
vou and T have prayed bt note the differ- e
ence: Where did they position themselves to | £ 5o
hear from God? '

11 5o both of them showed themszelves
to the Philistine onfpost. "Look!" said the
Philistines. "The Hebrews are crawling ous
af the holez they were hiding in.”

Iiotice they exposed themsehves. They
weren't in the caves waiting oo God, they
were standing on the edge of a chiff in finll
view of the Philisames. I guess yvou could
say they were pushing Fod—mnot to force
Him for the answer they wanted. Bunf, they
wanted an answer, and they placed themselves in 3 position to storm through the
door in the event He opened it

There is o telling how many opporiimities we have missed exciting adven-
Tures we never expertenced, or lives we failed to mvest in because we were in our
caves waiting for God to open 2 door. A door we can’t even see from the cave. We
need to be like a maner in his staring blocks ready to bolt throngh the door at the
first glimpse of light as it cracks open.

- What dpes that look like practcally? It means we need o be willing to take a
12513 5. 226 Hwy. * Spruce Fine, NC chance, We don’t often know if an opportunity is God sent, or just coincidental,
{323)?55.?551 We need to expose ourselves and stand on the edge. Do something, give the door
=#|  apush if pecessary. In short, be brave and courageous and take 3 chance. What's
the worst that conld happen? We might be faken advantage of or
made to look like a fool. Is that really so bad? I think even then;
our Father is prond of us for our motivation. But look at the poten-
tizl reward. As Jonsthan routed 3 stubborm enemy and mepired his
couniry, we could be just action away fom a life changing moment.
A momnent that conld change our destiny or the destimy of others.

The Lord bas promised to close doors no man can open and to
open doors oo man can shat (Flev. 3:7), but you can't see the door
from inside the cave. Get out there and engape and pursue. Be like
Jonathan!
= = : Selab {think abouar it)

Spruce Fine Bakersville Kurt Bomar is pastor of Walnut Grove Church.

828-765-9678 828-688-3745

.‘%

Agents- Brett Cloer
Brett Cloer Chris Johnson

LUTCF Chasity Pitman
Agency Manager
orett. cloer@ncfbins.com
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On Mission

Kenya

By Rev. George Patton, Jr. -
Burke Couniy and the Worid
e,

e

It was mot just your fypical street service in Eenya.
We were in one of the most remote areas of the coumtry,
along Lake Victoria. We had maveled for several hours
Just to get nfo this location from our base in Homa Bay.
They had told ns that they had spoken with the city of-
ficials about ns using the market place for our crosads.
The city said that this would be fme. Our crusades
always seem to bring God's blessing on a city. When we ammived to review the
site, many people had already starfed gathermg. They had come from all owver the
ares in their Sunday finest. They had come becanse they had hesrd the word that
an American Evangelist wrould be coming to the ares. Posters kad heen placed
in many shops, ﬂmgaﬂenfhﬂdmgsmdunmimaﬂmutf There was an
excitement among the
people. Special singers
had been contactad o
joim ns for this mizhoy
move of God. We did
not stay long, just long ]
enpugh fo Zet an idea of [S
where we were Zoing
io be. Our bost took
the team and I hack to a
little house whete they
had refreshments wait-
ing for us. It seemed as
if this was the talk of the
sres. Men of God have
come to bless s with
the Word of God, was
the talk on every lip. It
msaslfmmegreat
movie star or something
was comingz with all the
fusz they were making.
Munch care had besn
taken by each one. We
had ziven 500 US dol-
lars torarards this event.
The people themsalvas
had ratsed over 1000
US dellars themselves.
This is a great sum of
money considenng the
average income is less
than one mndred dollars
per month per family.
The way they raized the
money was that some
people brought eggs,
some a goat, others a
chicken and the people
pooled it all together
to =2l it m the market
place All of the monsy
was nsed o publicize
the event, rent sound
SYSDRIIE, EENETafOrs,
fransportation for ev-
eryone mwolved to and
fromm the event, security
and all that goes mto
a crusade. Finally, the
day was npon us. It was
day one of the crusade.
People were lined every-
where to listen to God's
message [ preached
on Lazames and the
rich man out of Luke
16:19-31. I told them
how the rich mem did mot
zo to hell beoause of his
rickes, bt becausa ha
hzd not tusted in Jesus,
I told them how Lazatas
had tmsted i Jesus and
how the anzels came and
camied him to heawven at
the time of hiz death. Az |
I beran to share the plan
of salvation with them
you conld see the Spirit
of God come upon the entirs place. Mo one moved. It was as if 3 hush fell over
the whole place. I did not hear the busyness of the market 1 did not hear any

traffic. T did not even ear 3 bird sing. It was as if God had bronghe sl crestion to
3 standstill as I told them how God did not want them to die in their sins. I shared
with them how Jesns Christ bad made a way for them to get info heaven by tsking
the sins of the world upon Himself and bow, if they would stmply put dheir tmst
in Jesus Christ, He would save them as well T asked them, "How many of yoa
want to put vour st in Jesus Christ today and have your sins forgiven™ It was
that day that 14 people were gloriously delivered into beaven by the Spirit of God.
And that was just the first day. That week the Lord brought over 50 precious souls
o Hmsalf God really wsed this team and all the effors they had put in for His
Elory. God is doing great things around the world. He is just looking for a few
people willing to go with His message. People who are willing to o to a people
oot their own. Will vou be one of them that will say Lord here am I, send ma?

(rwaree Paifon i an @vangelisztmissionary fo the world from Grace Daplist

DRIVE
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DISCOVER
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ALl NEW 20417 Jeep Compass
- Latitude dxd

Kavigation, Remofe
Start, Heated Seats, Healed

Whesl, Bilnd Spot &
ElarF.'E!l Dietection, Tow Pig.
Stop In Today Far Thea
Best Deal Around

NEW 21T Jeap Wrangler
Unlimifed Sahara 4X4

L2t 1

Package. .. Ready for Summer Fund!

BEST PRICES
anywhere around!

MNEW 217 Ram 1500 Laramie
Longhorm Crew Cab 4X4

Havigalion, Power Surmool, 5.7 Liter
HEEM| W-& Engine, Loaded

SAVE Over $9,000!

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC
=)

a

I-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = Eﬂﬂ-mm 7

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

www. bremews . com
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"BRIAN CENTER

In A Highly Regulated Industry
Achieved A Rating

of
ZERO

Deficiencies

REPORT CARD Covers all Aspects

of Operations
* Medical * Dietary

* Nursing * Food Preparation
* Rehabilitation  « Financial

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
L.ocated off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

Brian Cente

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine
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In the Nation, we're more forgiving.

At Nationwide®, we believe drivers like you deserve

a break. That's why we offer Accident Forgiveness,
BURNSVILLE which means your rates won't go up because of an
5 Town Square accident. We put members first, because we don't

{323}532 2325 have shareholders. ®

SPRUCE PINE Join the Nation® of second chances.
12300 Hwy 226 South

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND
320 Linville Street

(828)733-9500
MCDOWELL, MADISON, ’ﬁ\
BURKE Counties (TOLL FREE #)

(866)346-4202 R E N T

gassociates
ﬂ 3 L""*v

Nationwide’

IS on your side

i 7 A

Regina Hensley  Renee Woody Elm:ly Ehufurd Er‘ystal Amold DenaHensley Dusty Robinson Emily Robinson
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commercial
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Products undenwrittzn oy Mationwlte Mubual insurance Company and AfMiialed Companies, Columbus. Snle. Mot all Mationwide aMfilal=d comparies are muiual com-
panizs and naot Al Matioraide members are newed by 3 mullal company.
Nallorraide, ihe Mationwiide N and Sagke, Mationwize |15 on your ske, Join the Mation and We put members first Decause we donT hawe sharenolders are service marks
of Natlormaide Mutual insurance Company. @ 2046 NPR-I614MC A [11M1E)
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF MARS HILL UNIVERSITY

Offering easy access to sporting events,
cultural activities, and educational opportunities

PROVIDING SIX LEVELS OF CARE

Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees
Newly Expanded Dining Room/Patio

170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

/A

www.marshillretire.com |

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970

b i s d o il d s o d a s s s s kAR R Rl i e

T
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