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2008 Mirchell High School, mest you af the pole.

By Dioug Harrall

In 1942 the Suprems Court mled that prayver nesded
to be taken owt of our school system and puess what has
happened since that ime. When we remove God from
our society we are asking for rouble. Following are
some resulis from an artcle entifled “America: To Pray
or Mot to Pray™ that really make us stop and think!

A Young People
1. For 15 years before 1263 pregnancies in girls ages
15 through 19 years had been no more than 15 per thousand Afrer 1963 pregnan-
cies increased 187% in the next 15 years.
2_For youmper girls, ages 10 to 14 years, pregnancies since 1963 are up 553%.
3. Before 1063 seomally mansmitted dizsases among stodswts were 400 per
100.000. Sinces 19463, they weare np Y26% in the next 12 years,

B. The Family

1. Before 1963 divorce rates had been declining for 15 years. Afier 19463 di-
varces increased 300% each year for the next 15 years.

2. S5imce 1963 npmarried people living together is up 353%

3. Simce 1963 single parent families are up 140%.

4 Since 1963 single parent families with children are up 160%.

C. Education

1. The educational standard of measure has been the SAT scores. SAT scores
had been steady for marmy years before 1963 From 1943 they rapidly declined for
18 consecufive years, even though the same test hes been wsed since 1941,

2 Im 1974-75 the rate of decline of the SAT scores decreased. even though they
continned to decline. That was when there was an explozion of private raligions
schpols. There were onky 1000 Christian schools in 19485, Between 1074 to 1084
they mcreased o 32,000,

3. That could have an impact if the private schools had higher SAT scores. In
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Getting sickisnt
convenilent, We are.

checking with the SAT Boeard, it was found that mdeed the S5AT scores for provate
schonls were nearty 100 poiwts higher than public schools.

b. In fact the scores were at the point where the public schopls had been be-
fore their decline started in 1963 when praver and Bible reading/ instruction was
removed from the schools.

. The scores in the public schools were stll declining.

3. Of the nation's top academic scholars, three mmes 35 many come ffom private
religicus schools, which operate oo one-third the funds as do the public schpols.

L. The Mation

1. Simce 1963 vielent crime has increased 544%.

3. Illegal drugs have become an enormons & nnoonirollable problem.

2. The nation has been deprived of an estimated 30 million citizens through
legal shortons just smce 1973

I wondser if it is ime for REVIVAL? M ink?

Dong Harmell iz a ljfe-long resident gf Mitchell Cowmny, Ohvimer gf Barmell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member qf Bear Creak Bapitst Church and Publizher of the Blue

Ridpe Christian Naws.

WILT THOU NOT REVIVE US AGAIN THA
THY PEOPLE MAY REJOICE IN THEE?
FSALMS 85.6

¢ MISSION
MY CARE NOW
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Getng sick 1sn't
convenient. We are.

How many times have yougotten sick  on Saturdays from 9 AM to 4 PM with
or hurt before the doctor's office isopen no appointment necessary Flus, with
or after the doctor's office is closed? an integrated electronic medical record
Now you can walk in and get the help across Mission Health physician

you need sooner —even laband practices, your health inforration is
radiclogy services. Mission My Care collected and available in one place so
Now Blue Ridge is availabile Monday your providers can access your care
through Friday from 7 AMto 7TPMand  updates Why wait?

(828) 213-4bkk NEW NAME
(828) 766-3555 -
" Welcoming patent trce. . MISSION
months of age and older My CARE NOW
ELILE RIDGE
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES Barnaville Teh day Adventist (4)  Freedom Lie {14) Hospice. of Yancey (15)
Jonathan's Used Appliances (17)  Faith Fellowship () WeDowell DS5 (26) REALTORS
First Advent Christian (1) Marioa Downtown (13) HOUSING Whitson Realty (42)
KUDIO First Baptist Spruce Pine (5) Substance Abuse (17) Cayton (20)
hudie Vides (27) Grassy Creek Baptist (1) Yancey Chamber (24) RERABILITATIOR/NURSING
Great Hope Tt day Advenist (5) INSURAMCE Brian Center {§)
MUTOMOBILES - Dealers Horizem (4] FARM SUPPLIES Fortmer Insurance (18)
Buchanaa Young (37) Morganton Seventh day Advenést (5)  Griffich's Gemeral Store (19) Miller Insurance Group (A1)  RESTAURANTS
Johm Greene Chrysier (11) Fime Branch Baptist (5) Mitchell Co. Farm Buream (#4)  Abeles Resturant (22)
Mike Brown (1) Pleasant Grove Church of FURNITURE Nation Wide / Trent (47) Bastam Che! (30)
Brethren {4} Budk Stove (18) Premier Insurance (34) Bubba's Good Eaty (14)
MUTOMOBILES - Tires Plumtres Presbyterian (4) L&8 Furniture {15) BT (16)
Phifs Tire: (21) Noam M. Missiomary (5) Pesples Farniture: (33) LANDSCAPING Western Sizzlin (36)
Sprace Pine Tire (16) Spruce Pine Usited Methodist (1)  Southwest Trading (44) Harding Landscaing (39)
t. Lucian Cathefic (5) RETAIL
MUTOMOBILES - Service The Bridge (4) GUTTERS MULCH Grassy Creek lothing (36)
Joha's Automative (36) West Bamsville Baptist (5) Energy Savers (B) MeChure Construction (17)
RETIRENENT
BEAUTY SALON CHIROPRACTIC HABITAT PAWN SHOP Wars Hill Retirement (43)
Rumers Salon (30) Cruz Chiropractic (40) Yancey/Mitchel| Habitat (10) Mountainser Pawn Shop (23)
TRANSPORTATION
BUILDING SUPPLIES CONCRETE SUPPLY HEALTH CARE PHARMACY Witchedl Ca. Transit (5)
Summit Building Supplies (40)  Beenes Concrete (1) Bakersville Commenity Clinic (§)  The Presoripion Pad (13} Tancey Co. Transit (34)
Carclina Home Care (31)
CHURCHES P Wission Reakth {1, 2) PLUMBING/HEATING TREE SERVICE
Aitagass Baptint (4) Jamie Wiler (43) Prait Health Care (21) Burlessn Plumbing Heating (11)  Ray's Tree Service (43)
Bakersville United Methodist (5)
Banmer Elk United Meshodist (1)  DENTIST HOSPICE POOL SERTICE
Bear Creek Baptist () Seatt Murphy (46) Hospice of McDowell (41) Backyard Creafions (17)
Berry Chapel Bapist () Hospice of Mitchell (8, 33, 35)
Burkement Baptist (5) EVENTS Haspice of Rutherfordton (12)
wwnw brenews com September 2017 - Blue Fidge Christian Mews page 3




Church Directory
~ Altapass Baptist |
Gt Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
831 Alnpasa oy Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
P 48 Church Road 207 Finabridge Avenua 280 Chapal 51
|aapassbaptivichurch@ecvn.com| Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 26777 el
; ' . F'I'HI'II \828) 765-8101 WC’I‘I‘HC.GI’Q woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Benfield www.pinebranchbapfist.net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
v A Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Service 10:30AM :
Worship -11:00am Fotrms by Sunday School 9:45 AM
y ¥ Warship Sarvica 11:00 AM
(onductors for Christ ages &11) wsmh 1;:45-.-11 6:00AM-2:00FM Ministry - 5:30 FM
(Twan Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening = 6:30pm Our passinn ia in halp connact the Bady of e iy E s g
Wetdnasday - T-00pm 2 F w&m?mh“m Servica T:00 PM
*A Ehrist-Canterod, Bible-belleving Felowship fravesfurm our community, sizte Whare E i
Bitss Bafiwving Church™ Loving God and Loving People nation and wori! (See Jubhn 17:21) At Jeaae Creist is Lol |
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
Methodist Church e o Seventh day Pt iie Brothron
14000 Hioy, 236 Soufh M e Adventist Church
Spruce Pine. NC 28777 Eu?r.uhn;! 2187 Jamestown Road ﬁl‘m;mh%m
R WA EscomoTganion.ong Morganton, NG '
wnﬁmﬂmm Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B2B-TEE-T446 Associate Pastor Javier e . kR
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
B St At Sunday Sohool 10:00 AM. Bilbia Bndy - 930 con Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wed: Youth Meal 5:30Fh - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Waorship - 11:00 am
Chalr Wednaatay - T-00pm Mﬂtﬂwwﬂ'!ﬂn ‘Vegetarian Buffet affer church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Hg{'i“ Qhﬁh Brany CIosk Bayies Banner Elk Bakersville United
ko NG 783 Ol NG 226 Hwy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
! Spruoe Pine, NC 456 Collage Dr. 1198 8. Mitchell Avenus
8284371212 B28-7854620 Barner Bk, NC Bakersville, NC 28705
m.wmﬂ
Pastors: Senior Pastor {328) BE3-6540 B28-765-8015
Timathy Forne & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
5 Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am Rav. Gans Lanier
nday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 3:40 am
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| A Open Stap Meeting - Mon, 7 pm Marning Worship 10:00 AM
L o HWMIF T-D0pm wwm-ﬂh}m
i Through Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! meay know Christ" Engish Ciasses - Tuss, & Thas, 6 - 9 "Come grow with us”
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Gl Baptist Church Baptist Church SB Baptist Church
Plamiros, NC 20664 E?MTHM 222 Wes! Burnsvills Church Rd, 4668 Burkemont Rd.
www.plumirescharch.som mwz . cmn: : Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
e (B28)-662-3900 . 284372387
R o Reverend Bruce Cannon “';:m vh"'rt"m' N
Sy Echoul 5045 om Sunday School: 8245 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
PR e Homing Servie: 1030 a.m.
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Senvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Homirgy Sewrutcais S iy o e oy, B30 o E'h'!l*iﬂ Mp B:45 PM mﬂm Servica E:Erﬂp.m = )
Sy S0 Vommchd o s, Bt | cheint o Wadnesday Worship 7230 PM Chereh visior: To BRSom passotm 9.' 5 ndj Emunlp
et ppeinted you b g el b ul—trd hat lelowars and werants of Juss Crist 45am - Sunday
‘il i Thon e Fathrwil givs yourmhatover you “For God so loved the world, he ‘s minisbaring o the spirfieat and 11:00am - Warship
b sy, gave his only Son.." VUSRS of oo Chvarelh ! L B:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summi Siroel Spnice Pine, NG 28777 2007d US Hwy 70 E {B28}- 6758284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mmw-muﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gillesp
FﬂnﬁP;ﬂﬂ“ad 1:00- mup 5/5% and 1190 am SaEs B 1000w Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabbath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ"ﬁﬁl
Knowing God, Sesing God, Senving e Prodl: 7:00pm rol hﬂrnﬁi!tzllhmm'
God, Submitting fo Goal MMM ot/ Pasim 37:23
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. Thiz vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at this hﬂp artant outreach F‘ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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An Unforgettable Sunrise

By Timothy W. Tron
Burke County

"whereas you do wot know what will happer fomorron.

Fnru!m:.':_}wr}{.ﬁ"ﬂn VT @ vapor that appears for a
little time and then vanizhes awgy. — James 4:14

We can no more know what will be in 20 years than
we can know what tomorrow will bring; it is like beimg
ghle to see what is not visthle. Weumelmmlﬁeﬂummt,asmmuﬂl
us, “Whereas you do not now wivat will happen fomorrow. For what iz your
Iife? It iz even a vapor that appears for a liftle time and then vanizhes away. ™
Will miy body be capable of raversimg what mry mind’s eye can see? Will there
bi the breath of life left within oy soal? All of these things snd mors cannot be
answered, nor should they, Cur faith should swstain us throwgh all that i, and all
that will be to comes.

Chme may project themselves mentally into that point bevond their horzen, that
which tells of a distant fime and place which none can know. From that place,
they may reflect back upon all that might have ranspired . From such an appointed
place we may see with more clarity what we shonld find of value; of mesning; of
purpose. We can take away from our reflection in that distant honzon sach thar,
when our life’s jowney has come o fnotion, we all would like to say with assar-
ance, “We have mn the race well.™”

T man that race well, there are a few moments which I hope to find, which
many may find as their own: to see my children grow mto adulthood, to see them
become parents with successful careers; to hold that first prandchild m my arms;
to zep the end of & successful caresr of teaching: to see nv wife and I pracefully
zrow old together; to see with mine owm eyves, the bridze at Salberirand; to see the
sunrise from the top of the Chizone Valley as did those brave men on their march
throuzh the Glorious Femum; and lastly, but not least of all, to lead others to Christ
tfhrongh the blessings God has bestowed upon me. These are at a few of all that T
hope o find on that day, so far from now.

Yet, in the blink of an eve, it will be here.

Time is a precious commpdity none of ws can take for pranted.

The bridze between now and the end of our ome here on earth grows shorter
with each pazzing day. We are aliens upon this earth, put here by our crestor, and
when we pass, we move on fo the place He hath created for ns; 2 home eternal
What we do with the time we have keft is a5 wuch cur choosing as is our choice of
deciding if we want to live beyond this lifs, through the salvation Christ kas given
io all, should they choose.

When we stand on that futre mountzin top and ook back, one should hope o
se2 bow they have lified up others in their wake, being as Christ-like as possible.
To become the light is sl we should seek.

To get there fiom here, we nnst take one step at a time. Each new footprint,
msipnificant as each one may seem, leads us to the evenmal destinanon if we can
remain fornsed. In our hearts, we know the words, “Teak though I walk through
the valley af the shadow gf death, Iwill fear ro evil, for thou art with me, thy rod
awd thy stgff comyfors me_. " All around us, the dark peaks of strupgle are pitched
apainst us. The fog of doubt and umcertainty shrowd our way. Yet, we push on-
ward one step at 3 fime We must not look back when the somoars pull us doamn
We canmot relive what has gone on bafore ns. We cannot retum the dead to the

Closing my eyes, I doft off to that futre time and place.

From that distant vantage point, ony breath is labored. The beizht at which we
hawve achieved to gain this point is substantisl in slfimde. The sir is thin up bere.
Im moy muind, I'm standing upon the highland overleoking the Chisome Walley;
the vear is 1688, Darkness is before me, it is night. Behind me, I can hear men
smmzzling up the side rying to reach the summir. We are nearest to Him on this
imazined pesk. What we left behind to obtain our position is a haunting remimdar
of hevar our lives have bean shaped by perseversnce. Likes Amsend. his mien hav-
g fought past the bridee at Salberirand  seeing the muitacle of S00 men roubng
ower 2 500, they ars now the survivars of the ten days of forced march. They
hawe gvoided the main roads, taking the goat paths and cliff faces in their march
They have fought through one village afier another. Afier this late day baitle,
they are now sttugeling through the might to reach the summit. Exhausted, they
past what his body will allow making sure the few sentries he has postad remain
awake. He doesn't know I'm here, but together we watch as the coming dawm
begins to lighten the eastern sky.

With trepidstion, we aoait, 35 the sound of men scattered about ns sleep in fitful
shimber The wounded moan as they tum to find comfort npon the hard pround;
there iz Little to relieve their pain. The campfire is nearly pone. itz embers glowing
red, like the horizon that begins to hint of the cominz day.

As the dawn broke befors them on that glorions moming, the sunlighe filterad
faith was at a zenith they knew this was not the end. Before them Llay the un-
knovwn. &od had surely delivered them o this point for a reason. Yes, they kad
made if. Yei, the hafile to reclaim their valleys had coly begun. The dead that they
had left behind now almost half their monber, cannot be forgotten; vet, they mmust
not allow the darkmess to consume their fate. Before them the mountam falls
away, revealing the Chizone. Some are eager to 2et down below; family horme-
begins to overwhelm them, but their leader, Pastor Amaud, recognizes this inmer
sirife and calms them once more with prayer

“Men, let s bow our heads, God, your hand has been npon us each and every
step of the way. We thank you for all that yon have given us to this day, bat Lord,
you ko better than we. that if it is your will, this place which youn hath pre-

pared for s in the beginming, will once more be refumed to s again. We ask for
the forgiveness of our sins, for taking another man's life is something we do not
dismiss easily from our bearts, bat at the same e, we a5k that you forgive those
that seek to destroy us. For all we do, we do in servitnde in your Holy name. For
we thank you, God the Father, and ask that yon contfimee to watch over us as we
o forth, so that we may be allowed to restore the faith, moth, and the light back
1o the vallevs from whence we hath come. Thank you for your son Jesus Choist,
who died, was buried, and rose on the third day. His blood was shed fior our sins,
= that we may hawve life sternal. In all these things we thank yon in God”s Holy
MName . Aren ™

Painfully, Amand snd his men arose and began the ascent into the dark val-
lew of the Chisone below to reclzim their homelsnd There, hidimg in their onm
homes, charches, snd villages, the enemy awaited.

Painfully, in that distant time, we will confinue on m our asceaf into that dark
valley below where the enemy awaiis; Satan. There, hiding in our own homes,
churches, and villages, he awaits our every move.

We must do all that we can to bring them back to the faith of onr ancestors, fo
bring them the salvation for which they were once freely given.

Each fares an uncertain fisme.

Each knows from whence they came.

Each knowrs that the poing forward will not be easy. Thme is azainst us all, no
matter when we face i, but with our faith we can find our way. We are not alone.
"W can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, © and m that, we can
face tomarmomw.

We know not what tomormow may bring, but with faith, we can face tomomon.
In all that we do, let us serve Him, and to never forget,

Thanks be o God

Timochy W Trom is the Executive Direcior gf the Waldenzian Irml of Faith. He
itves in Faldese with kis fiemily. He iz the author of "Bruecke fo Hemen, ™ and
an active bMogger, arfist and musician. TTmotky alro has a BSEE from UTE i an
Eapie Scout and iz Fice President gf the Faldese Merchants Assoc. He has beem
COrdained to perform weddings af the Teail and attends several area chunches

secking to samae the Lovd every day.

If miy people, which are called by my name, shall kumble themselves, and
pray, and seek my foce, and oorn from their wicked ways; then will T hear
Jrom heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

S Need aRide t0
Medical Appomtmen?

If you need transportation to a medical appoint-
ment in-county, out of county, early morning,
for a procedure, call us for affordable, clean,

safe, reliable & caring transportation.

We treat you like family.

Mltche]l County
Residents Call
688-4715

www brenews. com
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The Brian Center Spruce
Pine Invites You to Come

Bloom With Us.

We are seeking dedicated and caring nursing
professionals from our community who desire to
serve our seniors with compassion and dignity. If
you are interested in becoming a part of the Brian
Center family we have immediate openings for:

* Registered Nurse

» Licensed Practical Nurse

* Certified Nursing Assistant

* Resident Assistant :
If you have a servants heart and desire to work in

to committed individuals to complete the CNA
certification course. Tuition reimbursement
options are also available for those who desire to
further their nursing career. Interested Applicants
please contact Shelley Tinsley or Sue Parker @
(828)765-7312

\\\l/ 4
Brian Center Spruce Pine

—pT—

long term care we can provide financial assistance

He Will Convict
By Shawn Thomas
Burke County

“dnd He, when He comes, will comict the world concerming |
sim and Fightecurness amnd judemen: ' (Tobn 16:8)

The word “He" in this verse is important for a couple of
TEZSO0S:

First, it emphasizes the Personhood of the Holy Spirit He
is mot an “iE7; some impersonsl “force” as Gandhi taughe Bather “He™ s 3 Person,
the 3rd Person of the Triune Godhesd Thus, He relates personally to God the
Father and God the Son as we see evidenced in this chapter; He can be “grieved”,
as Panl asserts in Ephesians 4, etc. “He" is a Person.

And the “He™ here is also significant because it reminds us that the comvicton
of sin in a person’s life is HIS job, not oars. “HE .. will convict the world of
zin ...". We can preach; we can teach; we can
admomish — but our role is limited Only “HE"
can acheslly “comvict ... concemming sin. " And
that conviction makes all the difference

When Hudson Tavier was on mission in
China im the late 1800°s, he wrote of the follow-

“An old man fomd ws, I know not how, and
followed me to our boat. T asked him in and
inguired his name.

‘bly name in Dzing " he replied. “But the
question which distresses me, and to which T
can find no answer, is — What am I to do with
nay sinsT Our scholars tell us that there is no
future state, bt I find it hard to believe them ...
O, sire, I e on my bed and tdonk. T sit alone
in the daviime and thmk. [ think and think and
think again bt I cannot tell what is to be done
shout o1y sing. T am seventy-toro years of age I cannot expect to finish another
decade “Today knows not tomormow's lot,™ as the saying is. Can you tell me what
to do with my sins?"" (Hudson Taylor's Spirimesl Secret, p. 198)

This kind of conviction of sin can only be the work of the Holy Spirir; and there
is oo substitate for it. Johno 16:8 is 3 pood reminder to us: we can’t comvict people
of sin. Oaly “He™ can. 5o, do your part — and pray — and leave the comviction to
Him “He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin . ."

Shawm Thomas i5 Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Baptist Church in Morgantan.
His messages and devetionals ane avaiiable af www.shawnethomas.com

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OE and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Heaalth Canters

Wie care for

YOLE Tarmily

before and after

yaLlr delivery,

Call today to sche
an appointment!

HP

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHMERSHIP

Providing prenatal and family care
for more than 70 years!

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Spruce Pine
GEE-2104

Celo
675-4116

Bakersville

G8g-2 104

wwrw bicnews.com
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My Neighbors
By Lana Ellis
Temnassee

I really like the neighborhood in which I live. There are
neighbors all around and their boowes and yvards are well
cared for. They're all very nice and throughout the day are
often seen playing outside with children pushing strollers
and walking their dogs. But this summer I had towo new
“paizhhors™ neartry — one farmily in the back yard and the
other in the fromt yard. I spent a lot of time keeping a close
eve on both of them Wosey neighbor? Well maybe but yon could call it “meigh-
borhood watch™. You've beard of neighborhoods going to the “dogs™. Well mines
weni o the “Birds™!

The family in the hack vard lived in 3 house safely enclosed and protected from
the elements. They carefully fomished their horme making it very comfortable
for the expectant mother and her soon o be born children. As mother awaited
the amival of her children the father worked to find food for her and delivered it
directly o ber mowth. Aab! How sweet. The babies amived weeks later and both
faiher and mother began the daily chore of providing food to the Impatient little
darlings. Thiz seemed to po on far longer than mayhe it shonld have at fimalky
the onre hand — rather “beak™ fed siblings had to be cosched out of the howuse and
sent into the real world. The back yard bird family are Tree Swallows who boldly
ook ovear the blue bird box. They are rather pushy, ofien swooping down as if 1o
attack while making quite & fuss
over head.

Adnch the opposite were the
neighbors in my front yard. Mo
phash feather beds for those
younz'uns. Their mother cames
up tough so will they. Her nesting
spot was not enclesed nor cov-
ered. It was on a bed of pea zravel
beneath 8 very small mee exposed
fo rain and wind. On occasion she
wipnld leave the nest and seanch
for duty both day and might Ir "
was early one moming when the [ BEFSSESHES -
“posey neighbor” crept by while ?‘& W
mther hird was dining ar te bird Hﬁ"'i -
diner and there they were — fiour =
iy seemdngly balls of feathers. ]
Within = just a few hours they
were on foot and mother was care-
fully keeping thern coversd if at
all pozsible. The next day they took on the appearance of their mother, Though
omch smaller it was evidenced that their long skinay legs were made for walking
and walking fast They are from the Plover famdly and go by the name of Killdesr,
They are much quister and less sssumying than the Swallow family. However they
too have a form of self-defense by leaving the nest ares and flapping around to

As T observed these two fammilies it wasn't hard to come up with an analogy —
Birds and People. Hopefully all of ws were born and raised in a suitable dwelling
with parents who cared for us. However, like the Swallow family some can easily
become spoiled snd require more than enongh care and attenfion. The Killdeer
family doesn't require & lot and guickly leams to fend for themselves. T Jowomr
some peaple, 35 I'm sure you do, who were born to low income parents in im-
poverished areas who have become very productive and wseful adalts. The same
cannof be szid about others who feel the sysfem owes them and continue on the
lookout for free handouts.

Somewhere m all this bird talk surely there is 3 moral to the story. I'l leave
that up o vou. Mestwhile whatever your living conditions fry yoar best to make
it “Hiome Taest Home ™

1 o

Enjay Each Season Of Your Life!
By Rev John McCoury
Roan Momtain, Tennessee

We read in Psalm 1:3 “dnd be shall ba lthe a trec planted
By the rivers of water, that bringeth forth hiz fradt in Riz sea-
son; hiz leqfalse shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth
shall prozper ™ Your life is lived in sessons, and to be frois-
ful vou muwst recopnize the season you're in and maxindze it.
"How can I tell when a seasom is ending™ you ask. Becauss
the grace that accompanied that season will lift, and what was coce rewarding
will start to feel unrewarding. The Bible savs a snccessful man or womsan is like
3 tree planted by streams of water "which yields its fait n season.™ You can only
be fruitfnl in your season! That's where blessing and success ooour. Yon can't
just do it whenever yon want to; it has to be in your appointed time. When the
right season comes, it's effortless for a wee 1o produce what's stored within, And
there’s fimit within you that will be produced when yon umderstand what season
vouTte in But there are mles for each season; let's look af them. I am giad God
changes the fimes and the seasons, aren't you? Just think how dall things would
bacome if He didn't paint nature's scenes in different colors several times a year.
With infinite creatvity and remarkable repularity, He splashes white over bromm
and orange over green, giving such attention to detail that we are often shanned
with amazement Each of the four seasons offers fresh and vital insights for those
who ke the time fo leok and to think. Hidden benesth the surface are colorful
yet silent truwths that touch most every area across the landscape of our lives. Ax
each three-month segment of every vear bolds its own mysteries and plays its owm
meledies, offering sights and smells, feelings and fantasies altogether distmct,
=0 it 15 in the seasons of Llife. The Master is petther rute nor careless as He alters
our times and changes our seasens. How wrong to tudze blindly and routinely
throwgh a lifetime of changing seasons withont discovering answears to the near
mysieres and leaming to sing the new melodies! Seasons are desizned to deepen
s, to instroct ns in the wisdom and ways of sur God. To help us grow strone .
like a ree planted by the rivers of water We need to walk together through each
soene, pondering; the subtle shading 2= well as the obwvious broad-brush sirokes
from the Artist's hand. s

: i3 -
Let's take our time and T m
leave room for our
feelings to emerge.
Let's sing in hammomy
with the Composer’s
omsic. Let's drnok
in the beanty of His
handiwork It will take
time, 5o let's mot harry:
Onur journey bagin: in
the winter, a season of
guiet reversnce. When
we realize we are nothing without Christ and accept him as our Saviour. This is
followed by spring, a season of refreshing and encouraging remewal. Summver-is
for manming what spring started. The seeds you sowed and purtured then will
erow and nonltiply now Then comes sunumer; a season of enjoyable and nomach
needed rest is for waining and discipline. That's when you begin to see God's pur-
pose for your life and prepare for it The seeds you sowed and momared then wall
erow and nonltiply now. Finally, we'll siroll throngh anhoon, 8 season of nostalgic
reflection When you assess your accomplishments, enjoy vour rewards, pass on
your coumsel and take vour bows. You have fought the good fight, kept the faith
snd fimiched the course 2 Tiom 4:7. Autnm-is when you no longer have the pas-
sion of yowth but the steady calm of the seasoned veteran If you do it ight, each
season can be the best season of your hife! Cur hope is to grow stronger and taller
a5 our roots dig deeper in the soft s0il along the banks of the fver of life. And let's
oot fear the winds of adversity! The bent old twisted mees, beaten and buffetad
by wind and weather alomg the ocean shores, tell their own stories of consistent
courage. May God make us smong as the winds whip agaimst us, my fiend? Let
our Toots ETow deep.

Lana Eilis rezsides in Kingzpori TN, next door to grandchildren. Church is Wast
Colonial Hillz Baptist Chumch.

John MeCoury is pastor af Everereen church m Roan Mouwtai, Temessee and
alzo chaplain af Roan Highlards Nursig Canier:

it
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High Country Prison Ministry

Tour of Heaven

By Jody Griffin
Mirchell-Avery Connty

And qiter this, I looked, and bahold a door was
opened in heqven. and the first veice that I heard waz
as if ware gf @ rumper talking with me, which said,
Come up kather, and Iwill shew thee things which must
fe hereqfter. (Revelation 4:1)

John's “visionary experience’ included many things
that are preclaimed from pulpits within and without the
chuorch walls. But one of the most amazing things abonr
his viston is John's puided tour through Heawen's gates.
The theme of this particular portion of John's descoption of his vision s that of
the throne of God. (Woch more 5 z2id about thromes in the Biblical saza bt mast
me this is WO Gamea!)y

It seems that this ‘tour’ of Heaven that John experienced has some interesting
parallels to where I spend many hours each week, Thus T am conipelled to offer
for your consideration a few imsights gained in this opportnity and privileze.

First, the gates of Heaven that contain the etemmal, glorified Presence of the
Mighty God and the Savior Lord are meant for the everlasting security of those
who dwell within them. There are not many weeks that pass without me offering
an altermmative cutlook to the men who are contzined within the walls and gates
of thiz mstmbon. I snzzest to them that perhaps they find themsalves contained
within the comectional facility for their oam profection

There is a God Who has intervened n their cirommstances to place them in
a sefiing such as this to secure their fimra!
Interestingly enough a good mumber of those
I have shared this thought with have whobe-
heartedly agresd!

Second, once one has come to the realizs-
tion that a Divine God has redeemed their life
from destruction and offered them security
like thev have mever known before, some are
HOW ready o see what lies abead with fresh
eves and an enlishtensd perspective. It is as if
the “door™ to understanding has been opened
and they newr see how things can and will be
different for them in the days and years to
COmmE.

The suggestion that they saize the opporiu-
nity ziven them by this temporary “time ont™
from the cutside werld to think sbout how

they mipht react differently in the setfings and sitnations that they find themssalves
in iz a fascinating insight from the aforementioned versa! Imagine the power of
John's funuoe altering experience as a gift. God’s gift is a vision of what is coming
and the bensfits of 3 life of faith. For Fobn having seen it, and for us having read
about and believed in it, means that we are also beneficianes of this zift!

As mimister to the residents and staff bere, I am constanily reminded that no
matter one’s past, there can be a bright firture secured to those who by faith dwell
within the Gates of God!

I am bambled and bonored beyond measare to be called Chaplain and fo spend
many hours each month serving God by serving others!

High Couniry Prison Ministry provides vohmieers snd resources neceszary
to make this ministry possible. Pleass pray for tis ministry and for all parties
involved and touched by it

By supporting us, you are in fact, giving men a glimpse of the Glory and the
Love of (od as they spend time behind the walls and within the gates.

PS5 One Dray with God Camp was beld at Avery Mitchell Comectional Institu-
tion on Saurdsy, August 19th. An amazing day of Fathers connectimg with their
children thanks to the generous contmbutions of individuals, churches, staff and
volontesrs! S0 many blessings! Thanks Be to God!

Jady Griffin is pastor of Cendiral Baprizt Churck in Spruce Pine and Commumily
Funded Chapiin at Avery-Mirchall Correctional Instinufion

Need Gutters?
Call Energy Savers Now!

f.‘- ; B82B-46T-9959
'ENERGY

Wayne Paight
€ S SAVERS

EXTERIORS

2601 Hwy 19, Suite 3 » Spruce Pine, NC « 825-467-9050
wayne.energysavers{@gmail.com

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge is pleased to announce that Kimberly Grindstaff,
RN , WCC has successfully passed the national certification exam to become Wound Care Certi-
fied with the National Alliance of Wound Care and Ostomy.

The WCC credential is a multidisciplinary wound care certification available to licensed wound
\care professionals across the healthcare continuum. This professional certification provides the
\recognition that Kimberly Grindstaff RN, WCC possess the gualifications to deliver the highest
standard of care to all of our wound care patients.

We are very proud of Kimberly. She is a wonderful nurse. Her level of compassion and profes-
sional expertise make her an invaluable asset to our Hospice team.

www. bremews . com
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Seasons of Our Lives

By Diong Harrell

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To everything there i g season and a
timeg to @very purpose wader the hemeen.

As T am writing this moming I hawve really been
thinkinz aboat the different seasons of our lives and the
chanpes that take place in each one and how one leads
into another We start our lives as seeds planted in the
womb and sprout as 3 young baby being nortured m
our mother’s arms. As we grow and begin to learn. we
are prumed sometimes with 8 switch amd sometimes with the tonpme. and shaped
into the person we are to become.  This time of growing and proning will have an
everlasting impact upon our lives and how we are to move throngh the other s=a-
Time never stops for anyone or anything We go from being the ooe mirnared in
the spring of our lives to being the ones that plant the seeds for the next geners-
into the next is of everlasting importance m the lives of those that follow us in the
evolition of life here on earth.

We zo into the next season of aummer and we watch our children srow and
leam in their spring as we did. Guiding, corecting, nudging and hopefolly halp-
ing them gat ready for their fime. The season of watching the growth in them is
likempd to the farm when we watch the crops come out of the ground snd begin to
grow into the plant it is supposed to e, Their spring is nesr our summer amd we
transition mto the joy of holding them in our amms, scratching their backs, bandaz-
ing their cats and brudses as they go through this stage of their lives. We are get-
ting ready for our sunmn as they are getiing ready for their summer.

As we bead into sunonn, the season I am now well iofo, we watch the cycle
azzin move forward with our grandchildren coming of age. We are comenthy at
a wedding wenne for another grandchild getting marmied today and wasch Little
with more grear prandchildren that will be bom in a few short months, Oh, how
the time does fy, and how mmportant it is that the time trosted tmths of oor fith in
Jesus be continned o be banded dowm to the senerations. Bven in the swmmn of
our lives we are shll making and having an impact apon the spring of the firre
generations that are moving foreeard to take our place in the progression of life.
Jobm 5:35 He was a buming and shindng Hehts and e were willing for a seqsen
o rgjorce in hiz ight Hopefolly each of us can mejoice in the light of our Savior
and be a lizht and beacon for the coming generation that does not fade with time
bzt that remains strong and tme to the principles we were fanght and have besn
teaching. Duming cur anmumn years we also enter another phase of our lives m that
WE are now in a position and sifwaton that we need o look after our parents, those
that marured ws in our spring of life. Exedus 20:12 Honowur thy facher and thy
mother: that ty days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee. I kmow it is not always possible but one of the sreatest blessings Barbara
and I have had iz being able to care for mother in ber last years. She has been
with us now for five years and even though it does change your life style it has
been an honor.

Thres weeks ago, I spent time in the bospital with chest paims and ended up
joining the Stent Chab with the installation of three stents in oy heart. I reslize
that, but for the grace of God and modem medicine, ooy alletted days here on this
earth would kave been over.  As I head into the wintsr season of life, T am ever
reminded bow umimportant some things in life are, and how important others are.
The lives that we touch, the bakies that we hold, caress and kiss, the things that we
teach to others through our life actions, these are the things of everlasting impor-
the firure Fenerations to be prepared to carmy on these valnes and oaditions? This
is the guestion, are we still shining for Christ? bdatthew 28:19 Go ve thangfbne,
ard teach all nations, bapiizing i the name gf the Father, and of the Son, and af
the Holy Ghost.

Doup Harrell iz a ljfe-long mestdent gf Mitchel] Coungy, Cwner of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a membor gf Bear Creek Baptist Chunch and Publisher gf the Biue

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from

Addiction Through Christ

Haiti
By Rev. George Patton, It
Burke Cowunty and the World

We have not been back from Hart but for a fear
weeks and the imapes that T saw while I was there g1l
henant me. T liwed in this very rempte area for 3 years. It
is really the poorest of the poor, even bafore the Hur-
rcane last Ootober. The nearest electricity is aboat 30
miles and the nearest hospital is the same. The hospital
did ot have mnch when I was there and now even less
after the Hmricans. Our team of 7 amived in the capital
of Port am Prince and stayed the night. We really did not see that much in the way
of any damage in the capital. It is as Haitl has always been. The next day we took
the d-hour bus nde to Les Cayes and the 4 ¥ hoor motorcycle rde up mbo the
mountains. The motorcycles camied us across nvers and through zorges. Finally,
we arrived &t our base camp in the location of Jolizibat As we zot deeper and
deeper in the jungle I was hormrified at the lack of vegetation that I foond In some
places, I could not even recognize the area. The Hurricane from Last October has
devastated the entire zons. Honses were gong. Some howses had fallen in It was
the saddest thing I believe I have ever seen. Having traveled to over 80 conntmies,
that is saying a lot. Upon amiving at our base camp we were warmly greeted by
our pastor. He began to tell me what had happened . Thonsands kad died in this
ared. They had no way to prepare and no way to escape. Most of their housss are
bailt from omd, rock and siraw. They have dint floors. Mo indoor plhunbing. The
building that we had been nsing as our base had been turmed into an crphanage.
My of these children’s parents had been killed in the larmicane. Thers sre 35
children there. The pastor has no mcome for them Only testing the Lord day
by day to supply their needs. Wespmﬂﬂnmﬂewae&gmngmﬂagemmﬂage
Ome villape after the next was T
destrorved. Only 2 churches in an
areq of shout 3000 people are left
mﬂmg.'l‘hﬂelmﬂmmm

Joe

broken at the loss of many of my
friends. They told me how the
wind had started getting strongzer
and stronger that night. They
shared with me how their houses
were ripped apart, some of their
family members were carmed off
a5 well as their chickens, even
spme of their cattle, poats and
sheep_ It lpoked like a war zone.
However, in the midst of all this
despair the people’s faith sall
stands. Every moming at Sam
just as the sun was coming up
many of the people n the vil-
lape we were in, would come and
gather at one of the only churches
lefi standing and start praying and
sinzing praise to God This was
every moming. Every day we
would back pack to another wil-
lape, some of them taking 2 12 up
to 5 hours to zet to. We would
u=uslly armve betwesn 11 and 12
We would tell the people that at
3pm we are going to have & ser-
vice at your church. Diear fiend
by 3pm the church that nsed o
be, was so full of people that there
was standing room only. Even
thongh there was no walls. Even
thonzh there was no roof. Even
thongh there was no air condition
or padded pews, they wounld coms
1o bear the Word of God. For
many of these villages the church
served as the school as well as
the church. Mow many of them are left withowt. Withoat chuorch or school, and so
many more without homes. And yet they still rake time out o come to the charch,
withont amy publicity, other than word of mowth, to pray and sing praises to God.
I am sure you mizht be asking, “What do they have to sing praises to God sbour™
LIFE. Thev are praising God that they are alive and that someday they are going
o heaven bacmse they have put their st in Jesus Christ. We have many trips
this year going back to Haitl to help rebmild snd fo encourage the sainis there If
you are interested In zoing on one of these oips plesse sand me 3 messape At rev.
gpattonjri@zanul com, we would love to have your assistance. God Bless vou
folks. Thank you for all the pravers and support.

Church Martin destroved

{reorge Patton & an evangelistimizsionary o the world from Grace Baphist
Church in Morganian,

Then saith he unto hiv disciples, The harvest fruly iv plenteons, bui the
labonrers are fow; Matthew 9:37

www. bremews. com
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Billy Graham Evangelistic

Revival Needed Mow!
By Billy Graham

If we ever needed guidance, if we ever needed
stability, if we ever needed strength if we ever needed
faith, if we ever nesded mteprity, if we ever needad
righteowsness, if we ever needed a Heaven-zent re-
vival, it is &t the present honr.

We need a revival of Christian farth of Christian
experience, of (rod-consciousness. God has said, “Jf
My people .. zeak My face™ (2 Chronicles T:14). If
we Wwill rediscover that He is holy, righteons, real,
absolute and persomal, and that He is a God of love and mercy, then this reality
will be ransferred to the world and revival can come.

The church holds the key. It is within our grasp. Will we mze to the challenga?
Will we dare pay the price” The supply of Heaven is adequate for the demands of
our spirrtually starved world, Will we fail to offer that supply?

I once asked a umiversity professor what he thought our preatest need was. He
considered it carefilly before answering. He said, “T conld give yon a varety of
amswers all the way from tax relief to disarmament. T may surprize you, becanss
I'm not a religions man bt I believe that the prestest need that we hawe at this
howur iz 3 spiritual awskening that will restore individual and collsctive morals and
mmtesrity throughout the naton ™

T bear the name “Christan™ is not enough. If our conduct doesn’t measure up
o Christian standards, condemnation will be curs: “You have a mavee that you are
alive. but you are dead ” (Fevelstion 3:1).

SUBSCRIB NOW To atend church is not enough either. If we fail to ler Christ
be Lord and Master of our Lives, we must come under the judzment of God, who
said “These people drod mear fo MWe with ther month, and honor Me with their
lips, but their haart is far from Me™ (Manhew 15:8).

A bostile world is seething with hawed. inmigwe, lawlessness and godless
aperession. The wicked prosper, and in many areas of the world the righteouns
suffer. People are confiised unstable and nnhappy. Scarcely, if ever, has ecomomic
prosperity been accornpanied by such widespread nnhappinsss. laalessness and
rebellion.

The heart of the world is aching for peace, for reality and for God. The Prophet
Habakknk once stood in the midst of a people wiho had been showered with every
conceivable blessing but who had lost their spirital sanity, and be cried, “0 Lord,
revive Tour work in the mids? gf the years! " (Habakkak 3:2). That is the heart cry
of thousands of people everywhere. It is our grestest nead.

Spirimeal revival has been important m the Life of the United States. God has not
blessed ns simply because 3 few pilzrims prayed at Flymouth Fock. We have been
favored because periodically as 2 nanon we have returned o God in repentance
and corrected our manner of life before the hand of jndsment fell.

Tieo Little is said in seculsr history about the part that spiritesl revival has
played in the United States. Soon after the colonists armived, people’s minds
tumed to gold rather than God. The country boegad down with greed, the church-
ez were poorly attended and the tide of atheism misked in to fll up the vaomm left
by the sbsence of religicn.

“If Christanity is important &t all, it 1= all-important. If it is apything af all, itis
everything. It is either the mest vital thing m youar life, or it isn't worth bothering
with ™

But a group of people in Mew England began to pray for revival In 1734 in
Horthampton, Mass., Jonathan Edwards preached his famous senmon on the judz-
ment of God, and in a single service, umdreds repented of their sins and sought
God. People everywhere retumed o Christian decency and nghteous living. In
& short time nearly one-sixth of the nation's population was won to Christ The
churches wers filled with devout worshipers, and revival made its impact on the
social Llife of early America.

Im 1783, Hguer mamufachmng began in the United States. Saloons sprang up
everywhers. The nation went on a colossal binge. Home life degenerated, morals
phmged, gambling was widespread, infidelity thrived and comuption was preva-
lent in high places.

But in Richmond Va., prayer meetings broke out. God's people became con-
cemed about the evil forces that were thriving to the utter peril of the nation's
spiritual life. Fevival fires began to burm across the land. Soboety was restored,
homes were rebuilt, infidelity lost its grip and thowsands of lives were transformed
by the power of Christ

American-based foreipn mizsions had their birth in thiz awakeninz and the
nation was saved fiom a fate worse than death In answer to the cry of His people,
Grod revived His work “in the midst of the years.™

Woodrow Wilson once said, “America was bom a Christian nation for the
purpose of exemplifying to the natons of the world the principles of righteous-
nezs found in the Word of God ™ John Adames, the second president of the United
States, said “The destony of America is to camy the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
all men everywhere.” And Franklin Roosevelt once said, “T doubt if there is any
problem, social, moral or political, that conld not melt away before the fire of
spiritual awakenmg.”

“If we ever needed puidance, if we ever needed stability, if we ever needed
strength if we ever needed faith if we ever needed infeprity, if we ever needed
righteousness, if we ever nesded 8 Hesven-sent revival, it is st the present hour™
These are prominent leaders who have had the faculty of weighing snd evahiating
our needs. They put God and spirimal revival at the center, whess they belonz.

If we ever needed puidance, if we ever needed stability, if we ever needad
strength, if we ever needed faith, if we ever needed integrity, if we ever needed
rightepusness, if we ever nesded a Hesven-sent revival, it is &t the pressnt hour.
“Buaf bow.” you may ask, “do we achieve renewal and revival? What are the steps
fo spirmal awakening™

First, there nmst be eamnest prayer. The Bible says, " 4y people who are
calted by My name will humble themsehves, and pray and seek My face, and furn
Jhom thefr wicked waps, then Twill haar from heaeen, and will forgive their sin
and heal their land ™ (2 Chrondicles 7:14). There nmst be a desp-seated heart-
yeaming for revival—aot just & mere motering of words, pious platindes and
religicus mouthings, bat eameest, fervent prayer. The Bible savs, “The gffeciive,
Jervenr praper of a rightesus man avadls muck ™ (James 5:16).

Lat your soul be anguished; let the tears flow; let your heart be burdened for the
lost. Tears are appropriate, for God's Word says, “He who confinually poes forth
wagping, bearing sead for sowimg, shall doubilezs come again with rejoicing,
Iringing kiz sheaves with him ™ (Psalm 128:6).

Second, we mast forsake our sins. The Bible says, “Let the wicked forzake hiz
wiry, and the umrighteous man hiz thoughis; let him refurn fo the Lord ™ (Tzsiah
557y Again the Bible says, "My people . furm fhom their wicked ways, then T
will hear from heaven” (1 Chronicles 7-14).

The bickering, the prejudices, the ill will, the anvy, the jealousy, the bitter-
ness and the criticism among Christian people today moast end before revival can
begin. The revival must begin in the hearts of Christians before evangelizm can be
brought effectovealy o the world.

When Christ's disciples sefiled their differences, gave up their selfichmess,
confessad their sins and allowed God’s Spirit to fill them, revival came. We nmast
forsake our evil ways. (od’s Spirit cannot operate in a climate of dissension and
gquarrels. We mmust forsake our pemtiness, our peevishness, our littlensss and oor
whims.

The enenty of sonls has weakened the efferniveness of the Church becauze we
hawe majored on controversy and dissension rather than on geing forth weeping
and bearing precious seed. May God forgive us and help us o forsake our wicked,
Confenpieous ways!

Third, God omst be real to us. The Bible says, “If My people .. seek My fixce
.. then T will hear from heqven ™ (2 Chromicles 7:14). In a world filled with rass
materialism, we have mied to whittle God down to our size. We have created a god
in our minds who is not the revealed God of the Bible.

Wawy say, “It's all oght to go to charch, and a person ought o be decent, but I
don’t believe in going overboard on religion ™ They think the Christian faithis a

Ifﬂhuua.mtylsml:rmmuaﬂ msail—lmpnrmnt.lfmsm}'ﬂnngataﬂ.ms

everything It is either the most vital thing in your life, or it isn't worth bothermg
with

You can know God. Millions of Christians are saying with assarance, “F bww T
have pazsed from death fo [fe” (CE 1 JTohn 3:14). “J Ewow whom I have believed ™
(2 Tmothy 1:12).

We need a revival of Christian faith, of Christian expetence, of God-conscious-
pess. God has said, "My people ... seek My face” (2 Chromicles 7:14). If we
will rediscowver that He is boly, nghteous, real, absolate and personal, and that He
is a God of love and mercy, then this reality will be ransferred to the world and
revival cam come.

Diwom’t give Lie to the Christian faith by professing Christ without possessing
Him Dron’t lock the church door with the key of inconsistency and keep the lost
from coming to Christ. Don't hinder revival by your unbelief and prayerlescmess.
Dipn’t cheat yourself out of spirimeal victory by allowing sin to imprison yow. Seek
God's face and tum from your wicked ways. Then He will hear from Heaven.

The church holds the key to revival. It is within our grasp. Will we rise o the
challenze? Will we dare pay the price? The supply of Heaven is adequate for the
demands of our spirimally starved world. Will we fail to offer that supply?

Have you accepted Christ as your Savicr? If not, you will admit that deep down
inside you is an emptiness that needs to be filled. Your heart yearns for peace and
joy and forgiveness. There is a woid that the world cannot satisfy.

In the center of history, on a low hill in Palestine, a cross was erected—the
cross of Christ, the Son of God. By soone wonderful miracls known onby to God,
all who look to the Lanb slaim on the cross have life—not just the good, the re-
specmable and the decent, bt the vile, the despicable and the outrzst A thisf dying
with Tesus looked believinghy upon Hirm mmd was assured of life everlasting.

The Bible says that Tesus “made peace throwzh the blood of His crocs, ™ and
that by Christ, God reconciled ail things fo Himzel™ (see Colossians 1:200

Give your lifie to Christ today. And may the revival that the world needs begin
inyou. £1054 BGEA

HABITAT RESTORE

Mitchell & Yancey County

« Doors

« Windows

- Appliances

* Housewares
* Furniture

« Bath Fixtures

(828) 766-9000

'ﬁ? Habitat for Humanity” HOURS
Tumsday - Friday §:00-5:00

ReStore .. ==5=""

wrarw brenews com
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“Choices”
By Jacob Willis
Tamcay Conniy

Have you ever attempied o make a difficult deci-
sion and people say well just pray sbout it7 Somnetimess
we, at Yancey Hospice and Palliative Care, see people
strepgle with the most difficnlt of decisions such as:
whether or not to continue aggrescive traatrment for il-
ness, what phyvsician to wse, what to put in their will or
whether or not to sign a DRE

When you zet right down to it, Llife is one big se-
gquence of choices. We can, bowever, become very enthralled with our chotces
ending ns up at a perfect destination. I falk with bereavement clients who womy
about end of Life decisions that were made and question, “If only I would have
chosen this restment or that Diector fior my loved one they might not have died ™
Some strupple with decisions they make for 3 lifetime wondering what life nught
have been. Soonetimes we are fobd, just listen to the Spint and you will be m the
perfect will of God, but I personally hawe found that to be a slippery slope that
isn't sustzinsble for long pericds of ime. T think we nesd to focns more on God’s
will a5 3 way of living-— That God’s will means I am dong what God has called
me to do. People say, “If I only knew what God’s will was, then T conld make
the right decision.™ Fomans 12: {1-2) descoibes Gods will for everyone as Paul
writes, "1 beseech you thergfore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye prasent
your bodies a fvimg sacrifice, holy, acceplable unto God, which is your reazon-
able senice. 2 And be not conformed fo thiz world: but be ye frangformed by the
retawing qf your mind, that ye seay prove what i that poed, and accepfable, and
perfect, will gf God. ™

God's will doesa't have to do so nmach with 2 place, person, job, or ciroom-
stance as it does with being 3 Godly Person. God wants us to surrender our will
to Hm. He wants our whole heart snd all of our time. talent, and treasare. God
WHDIS 10 Conguer us in a sense. Panl expresses this in 2 Conmthisns 2- “02 Now
when I came into the Troar to spread there the Good News abour the Christ, even
though in the Lords providence a door stood apen bgfore me, 13 yer, obiain-
ing no religf for ry spiei? Because I did no? find our brother Tine, T bade them
Jorewell and went on infe Macedonia. 14 But fo God be the thanks who in Chrizt
aver haads our riumphal procession, and by eur hands waves In every place that
swagt incensg, the mowledge gf Him. 15 For we are a fragrance of Christ grafe-
Jul e (rod in those whom He is saving and in those who are perizhing; 16 to the
fast-nomed an ador of death prediciive of death, and fo the others an odar of i
prediciive af life.

The chuarch at Corinth was composed of some of Panl’s biggest cricigques. They
criticized him_ accnsed him of stealing money, accnsed him of being wesk. and in
the context of this scriphare. were acrnsing him of not peing where God wanged
him to go. Paul describes 3 great door of opportunity that opened to him Why
didn't he po? Was he not a man of hiz word? Did he not care aboat the people
in that comounnity? Pand says, “Tt didn®t work out because [ had no peace im my
Spirit and I couldn 't find Tims.” He had some anxiety about being in this place
and abeout his decision. He was wormed sboat his
friend so he went on to Macedonia. We nught look at
this and say, “Paul was totally out of the will of God
for leaving!™

Paul then explaing God’s will by nsing an analogy.
In verses 14-18 he describes the procession held n
Plome for a conguering hero. Somesne who had zone
info battle and won a great victory, coming back mbo
the cify to a parade. In this parade wionld come the
sy in front, and in the back the conguering hero with
A whole procession of conquered slaves chained fo the
chariot They were lead through the city to the center.
There many of them died and some lived on to serve

In other words Jesus is the Conguering Hero. He defeated death hell the
erave, sin, and Satan by the blood of His cross and the resumection. We (follow-
ers of Jesus) are the ones who are chaimed to the chanot. He conguered us and
now leads ns to the place of death and service. During the procession the incense
would be symbolic of both death and life. Bumed for those who would die and
those who wounld live. We die to gurselves and live to Christ. Panl is saving
wherever I go. wherever I stay, wherever I am I am led by the one who conguered
me. I am dead to ooyself, and alive to Christ Tesus. I can't go anywhers that he
isn't already there, becaise be goes bafore me. God’s will is fior me to die to
myself and live for Christ Wherever I go from that point on, I am in the purpose-
ful will of God.

Befise to let past choices define you, refuse to be dooninsted by your circum-
stances, and refose to allow others fo be critical of your choices and make yoa
guestion yvourself Does this mean choices do not matter? Cerfainly not. It does
mean that when we make our choices as a sold out child of the living God, we can
rust Him o go before us. Mo choice we make surprises God, “He leads His dear
children along, soome through the fire, some through the fiopd, but all through the
blood, some through great sommow, but God zives a song, in the night ssason and
sll the day long™.

Sell out to Jesus, pray and ask for His wisdom, go where you feel there is
peace, and make your choices. Make them with the confidence that God is lead-
ing you no matter what, and there is nowhere that He hasn’t gone before yon,
already making the way.

Jacob Wiilis iz an ordained pastor and Bereavement Coordinator for Yancey
Couriy Hocpice. Tou may contact him at jacobw@hespicegfiancey.org.

And another angel came out gf the temple, crying with a loud vaice fo him
that sarf on the clond, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the fme is come for
thee fo reap; for the harvest af the earth &v ripe. Revelation 14:15

urleson
Plmbingg Heating

OUR NEW
SHOWROOM
IS NOW OPEN...
COME SEE US!
828-765-4042 Ezar
burlesonplumbing com ﬁ

CELEBRATION EVENT

NEW 21T Jeep Wrangler
Unfimited Sport 4xd
Power Windows, Keyless Al
Wihesls, AIC, 3 Plece fhﬂaﬂ.ﬁmm
Legendary Jeep Performance

18" Alumimzm Wheels, Slind

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM
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BOONE’S CONCRETE
SUPPLY, LLC

167 Roan Fd. - PO Box 217 - Spruce Pme, NC 28777
Phone (828) 763-2762 - Fax (828) 765-6044

Concrete | Boom Trucks | Septic Tanks | Stone

BOONE’S WOODLAWN
QUARRY, LLC

214 Amencan Thread Ed - Manon, WC 28752
Phooe (828) 756-4426 - Fax (828) 756-4606

Sand | Gravel | Wash Stone | Lime
Chance Boone Cell (828) 385-1099

j I-JSEﬁ .

APPLIANCES

* Come and see the friendly staff ar Jonathan's
for all your sppliance needs.

* We repair all major brands of appliances.

* We repair Monitor Heaters!

Cash It, Don't Trash It!

We buy your used appliances’ * Washers
* Diryers
149 Roan 5t., Spruce Pine, NC + Stoves
B28-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043

www.hospiceofrutherford.org
828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE
SN

Rutherford

The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford County, North Carolina,

strives 10 provide state-of-the-art,

compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting. From 18 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clack care, to
elegant living areas for visits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a ‘home away from hame’,

Truth
By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Mitchell County

The sociery in which we live has become a sociery
that is for the mpst part offended by troth. One proup
speaks pne “truth” and mmmediately another gronp will
begm shouting their "trath". Both claim to be right
shout whatever the subject may be. even thongh tha
"truth® each proup proclzims completely comflicts what
the other group is proclaiming.

Then, there is the zroup that proclaims that there
are no bsohrte muths in this world They believe that tmth is relative. That just
means that everybody's truth is right, no ons is wrong, and nobody can claim that
their truth is above someone else’s trath. Each person can believe whatever tmuth
they want even if it conflicts someone else's fruth and all are equally valid. Even
though 2 plus 2 equals 4. we cammot make that the final and absolite ansaer,
because someone else may believe it to be something elze! And we don't want
to offend someone. Agsin, even if the "troth™ each one believes is completely
opposite to esch other, no one is wrong and evervbody's trath is right. Yea_ that
feeling of "What??™?" you're having right mow is o I feel when I hear people
say stuff like that According to these folks there are no moral absohates. What
one person balieves is wrong, another person may believe is right. Mankind ap-
parently just drifis along and comes up with whatever tmuth he or she Llikes and
everybody is supposed to bold hands and agree that everybody is rght. Everyone
does that which is right is their owm eyes. We are commanded by spciety to getin
line and cooperate with whatever ttuth someone comes op with, even if that math
is conflicong with ours. You "absolutely” have to believe this and go along with
all people’s belief or unbelief, whichever it may be. Wait..._are thev saying that
there is absolniely o sbeolote outh? Aren't they proclaiming an absohie futh?
Ukhhh . confused yet? That's the whole purpose of it all- "confosion”. Satan has
done 3 pretty good job of confusing people.

What are we a5 Bible belisving Chriztians to do is such a spciety? What about
thase who say they sre Christians snd yet proclzim and support so called "tmaths"
that confiict with what the Bible teaches? Do we just keep silent? Do we hids be-
hind the walls of mir charch buildings because we are afraid someons will acouse
us of being “jundzmental™ if we state what the Bible teaches? Paul zives a young
preacher named Timothy soone advice when it comes to preaching and teaching
the maith.

First: begin with the comect source of truth, the scrpiares. IT Timodhy 3:16-17
Al seripture is given by inspiration gf God, and is profitable for docirine, for
raproaf _for correction, for msruction in rightecusmess. That the man of God
muy be parfecs, thoroughly frmizhed weto all good works. Tonothy lived in 2
time not mnch different from our ovm when it comes fo all the differing opimions
of ruth False relizioms, idol worship, ungodiy religicuns rimals and even those
who believed in nothing. Same mess, just a different time. Paul was reminding
Timothy that it was the scrphoes that were the source of fruth in 2 wiorld that was
proclaiming so many different opinions of tath. The phrase, "given by inspiration
of God™ means "God breathed™. Mot just some scrpture, but "all scopure”. We
can't choose to believe and accept some and refuse and disregard other portions
of scripture. People are always quick to accept the truth of "God is Love™ but will
often refuse o accept that God is also a God of justice and wrath agamst sin and
wickedness. The standard by which we shounld
always measure the "truth” s0 many claim in
this world is God's word. If it doesn't meet the
standard declared in God's Holy Eible, then it isn't
truth.

Secomdby: Tell the truth  even when the world
does't want it! Paul charges Timothy in IT Timo-
ity 4:2 Preach the word, b fnstant in seazon, out
af seazon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with ail long-
to preach the truth of God's word whether it is
popular to the masses or not. Just proclaim the
tuth becanse it was what God had called Timothy
to do. Paul wamms in verses 3-4 For the fime will
come wien thay will mof endure sound docirine,;

Bt giter their own lusts shall they heap fo them-

sahves teachers, having ifching ears; And they shall furn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be furned unto fables. Pal warned Timothy that there would be
those who would reject God's truth to make up their own. These would raise up
their own teachers to proclaim not what God wanted them to hesr but only what
they wanted to bear. They rned away from God's eternsl, nnchanging math and
embraced the fables and lies of the world

As Christians, it is our responsibility to proclaim the tmih of God's word. Even
thongzh the world around ws kesps screaming for us to keep silent, we must not.
In John §:31-32, Jesus spoke these words: [ e conrinue in my word, than ang ya
my disciples ndeed, And yve shall know the truth, and the outh shall make you
Jiee The Word of God has always been and will alorays be the truth that sst= sin-
ful mankind free The Gospel of Tesus is the only message by which man can be
saved. Mo one can enter the Kingdom of Heaven without being bom again, receiv-
ing Jesus Christ as their Savior by faith, and repenting of sin. That's not my tuth,
but God's tmath. Fesns Himself stated in John 14:6 _. T am the way, the fruith, and
the life: no man cometh wite the Farthar, bur by me. That's not my troth, bat Jesns
tmuth. Even thongh it's not popular in the world you and I live in it is the tath of
Fod that we mmst proclaim. It is the truth that sets man fee!

Preacher Chriz Rathbong semves ar Pastor ar Mine Creek Bapiist Clunch.
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Mitchell County Family Will be New

Homeowners of a Habitat House
By Robin Warden
Mitchell County

Congratulations to Tanya Hudgins and ber four children £
whao are the newest Mitchell- Vancey Habitat for Homanity SS
parmer family. Their new 4-badroom. 1200 sgquare foot
home will be located in Ritchell Coumty. 3 |

<] am grateful and ecstatic that T pursned the process
and did the research on what it would take to be a Habitat
Parmer family. I have always been a single mom. [ feel so moach better sboat -
self becanse [ can provide 3 home for pay children. I want them to know now and
&s they finish high school and collepe and move on with their ives that “a place
called hooe” will always be here for them ™ expressad Tamva.

Cm a sumavy Samrdsy afternoon at Biverside Park in Spruce Pine, T zat with this
wonderful family to talk abowt what Hes ahead. Tawya was happy to ses her chil-
dren, Seth {16}, Daymion {13}, Avden (12}, and Einda {8} =0 enttmsiastic as they
interssts and accomplishments 3z wall as, those of their siblings. Tanya is an awid
reader and has definitely passed ber passion along to ber family, who can't wait
o have bookshelves in every room of their new honse. Evervone mmderstands the
shared responsibilities ahead to help build their first mew homs.

All Habitat families are required o provide 200 hours of “sweat equity™ on
their owmn omes and work alongside staff and vohinteer crews.  The boys are
anctions to gef to it. They aleady have considerable expenience with constructing
walls and putting up insulation from belping build their sumt’s house. Daymion
is most excited abont using a nail pun. Mo one confesses much enthusiasm for
painting; however, | assured themn that Habitat crews are not wsnally keen on the
kids doing that job.

The family correntdy lives in Bumnsville
in an old and very small tao-badroom,

o Tamya's parents, Gary and Marlene
Hudgins, who live only a few bouases
away. Each family member shared bit-
fersweet sentiments shout the new house ‘1 g
and evenmally leaving srandparenis in the
0ld neighborbood in Bumsville,

Eyndal, the voungest and ofien the
spokesperson for the family declared,
“The one-bathroom sifuation is 3 whole
lot of mouble for me " Mom shares 3
ropm with her while the threa boys bunk
together in the other badroom. Tamya has
done her best to keep up their home; how-
ever, it has been difficult to manage with
They all envision 3 new life with a big
vyard, their own bedrooms, and of conrse, i tme, a big doz. They all are looking
forwrard to the privacy and indspendence that comes with ope’s own room.

“My kids have a more positive cutlook becanse of this oppornamity, They can
ses that everything is possible if yon keep frying and work for what you want.
God will help you find it.” says Tamya.

Tamya was raised in Tipton Hall near Bakersville and is living now in Buoms-
ville. For the past ten years, she worked 3= 3 Head Start Teacher at Foan Viear
Child Development Center in Bakerswille. As a single mom, working full dme
and raising four children, she went back to school when one child was an infant
and the others were eight yvears old and under  She received her diploma from
Mayland Community Colleze in Spmoe Pine m 20008 with an Associate Degree in
Early Childheod Education. Two years ago, Tanya became the Director of Foan
View Development Center.

When the family mowves to Mitchell County, no one will have to get up at 5200
AW om school days aoy longer. They all attend schools m Mitchell County where
Mom is employed. Currently, fo make it all work, Tanya drives from Bumsville
o Mitchell County every morning at 5:30. Thefnml}'hﬂpsherqnnupﬂm
Child Care Center and they are off to schonl from there.

Grary and Marlene Hudpins tall sbowt her prond they sre of their danghter,
We made sure 2]l of our children weat to school and graduated. She has followed
this exxample and always helped her children through school and encouraged their
interests. She has made sure every one of her children know they are loved.”

Grary works as 3 long-distance tack driver for a company in Mars Hill. He
and Marlene always look forward to taking the children on the road with them
whenever possible. The family is close to their papaw and mamaw, who have
belped Tanva omemendously over the vears with the children. Living farther apart
from their grandchildren in Mitchell Coonty will be an adjustment for the famiby:
Marlene assures, “We will always stay closely involved in each other's lives ™

Seth Elsaesser (16) is the oldest son and a sophomare at Mitchsll High Schoonl
He is on the wrestling team and now competes in the 132-pound category. He
works part-time for his coach doing landscaping and yvard work. Seth accompa-
nies his papaw, (Gary, oo the road whenever be can. He bas traveled o half dozen

or more states in the Sowth to date. He loves working on old wactors and 4-wheel-

ers with his papaw and sees himself working as 8 mechanic affer fimiching school.

He will have his owm room in the new house and plans to fill kis space with his

media collection of football and basketball paraphemalia of the Golden State War-
Draymion Heidel (13) is in Eth E;mhatBullmmMiMIe 5School and claims

be the biggest bookworm in the fapuly. He loves to read fantasy and gets a real
debate pomg among hiz brothers and sister about who is the bizzest Harry Potter
fan He alsp shares a love of music, specifically playing the drums, and has an in-
terest in karate with his brother Ayden. They will be roommates in the new honse
and have some excifing idezs about creating Dio-Ir-Yourself plarform beds with
storage and cobbyhole aress. However, they still are at odds abowt one’s chodce
for a black, red. and bright yellow color scheme. Having recently turmsed thirtesn
he was allowed to make his first long-distance tmack dove with papaw to Florida
this smmomer. Daymiton thinks feck driving may be a career he would enjoy.

Ayden Farmis (12} is enrolled in advanced marth classes, his favorite subject, in
Tih grade at Bowman hMiddle School. He sees himself as a chemist in the fomre,
or possibly, a video game designer He beasts of having the most dance wophies
in the family for jazz, tap, muby, and clogring. as well as in karae. Ayden is in the
school band and plays the flute. Mext school year, be looks forward to startng
rack. And of course, his 13th birthday iz approaching and that means his first road
trip with srandparents Gary and Marlens will be soon.

Eyndal Famis (8) is in the 3rd grade at Gouge Elementary Schoeol and the
youngest and cnly girl in the family. She patiently waited her torn fo ftalk about
her love of dance that she shares with her brother Ayden. “T lowe to dance ballet in
addition to jazz, fap, ruby, and clogging. But, [ am most looking forerard in 3nd
grade to cheerlezding. [ have been wanfing to be a chestleader for almost half of
oy life,” Kyndal dramatically states. However, having her owm room is hizh on
her list of dreams as well. She and Mom are working on a princess bed that she
plans to surround with ber posters of the Disney Princesses. She excitedly raced
tarowgh the list of a few of those princesses before I got lost: Snow White, Cinder-
ella. Anrora, Arisl Belle, Jasmine . . . It was no surprise to hear that, o far, she
has her sights set on moving to Mew York City and becoming a fashion desismer.

The board and staff of Mitchell-Yancey Hahbitat for Humanity welcome this
fine new parmer family. The location of their home i= gll pending as the affiliate
seaks A suifable lot in BMitchell County preferably in Ledzer or Bakersvills. They
will work alongside Habitat volunteer crews and local confractors o budld their
home and receive 3 no-interest 25-year mortgage. Tanya will be required to pay a
monthly mortzage, land taxes, snd msurance. Their bome will be the 235d home
bl by Diitchell-Yancey Habitat for Humanity since 1992 providing safe and af-
fordable housing for 27 deserving familiss since that time.

Soon Mitchell-Yancey Habitatr for Humanity will be seeking volunteers o help
us build Tanya's famdly bome. Are you mterested in shaning your tme and talents
to help Tanya and her children make the dream of ownng their home a reality?
Contact: Steve Bruton, BM-Y Habitat for Humsmity Voluntesr Cioprdinator
407-E64-0699 emazil: stevehabitatve]li@yaboo. com

Robin Warden is the Board Fice-President and Developmaent Chairperzon of
Mirchell-Tancey Hobitar for Humanity.
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Berry Chapel Baptist Church
Have You Become Accustomed to The Dark?

By Pastor Steven Williams
Mirchell County

Many Vesrs Apo Baverly and I went to a restaurant where
they mmst have loved darkness, rather than light I stumbled
into the dimly-lit dininz area and finally found my chair to
sit down, I told her that I was going to need 2 flachlizht if T
was going to be able to read the memi and order. Well, we
finally crdered and afier 2 while the food came. T admit I
ate it by faith and not by sight But zradually, I began to make out objects m the
restaurant a little more clearly. As we sit there, T thought to mvself it's funny how
you get use to the dark after sitting in it for 8 while.

We are living in the Diark Ape’s whether we wanf to admir it or not. We're liv-
ing in a fime where the power of darkness seems to have a foot hold on people
like newver before. We have more Artificial Light in this world than we do Troe
Light todey. Meaning more peopls claiming to be a Christian than really being a
True Christian We Christians have the technalogy [TV, Fadio, Internet) to reach
mare people today than in the past I believe that thers sre more peopls in dark-
ness today, than ever before.

We are living in a day of Moral Decay: where nothing sesrns to really bother
many pecple. It's sad to say, people today have lived in darkness so long that they
have becoms use fo it. There is a slow braimwashing process going on, and slowly
bat surely we are being desensifized to evil or darkness in our society. Little by Lit-
ile sin is made to appear less sinful, nnal the lizht that was in many Christians has
become dark. Just book, arf the magazines that are in our bomes, and TV programs
we now watch People by the millions are hooked on Reality TV, We watch them
fuss, cuss, fight belitle one mnother and we now call thet entertaimment instesd
of disgusting. In The Day you are living yon can have every tvpe of unpodly frazh
pumped right into our home withouat ofhers knowing what we watch from our
TWs, phones or computers. W zet used to it, we accept it, &= 2 matter of fact we
call it, literatare, msic, freedom of speech, and people have leamed to live with
ir, withiout feeling amy ikt at all. Think about Lot in the Bible. The Bible says,
Lot waz "a righteowus man,” but be moved info Sodom. Lot lived among sexual
perversion and Lot became accustomed fo the sinfal deeds these people performed
dav by day. (Fead Genesis chapters 13-19). Lot become acoastooned to the dark
and this in retarn allowed his family to become accustomed to the dark, in retom
they failed to see anything wrong with the seciery they were living i and this is
still happening in our homes today.

I hate to say it, but T have met mamy Lots in the past several vears, who just
like Lot, they have lost the respect of their families and friends becanse they have
srown accustomed to the darkness of the world and the sins of the world. The
Bible talls us .. _ar it was in the days gf Lot So shall it be i the day when the
Son af Manr returns. We're there. .. To which Adrian Rogers would say “It is get-
ting gloriously dark.” Felks, (God's refum is very close, [ believe. We are living in
& day of Liberal Lots, who tell us that we should accept Sodom, get tight with Go-
myxrah and live together and leam to folerste and accept one another as they are.
To which I say “HOG WASH". Again it is sad but ttue, people kave gotten 50 use
1o sin and darkmess, that they are accepting the darkness rather that accepting the
Truth from the Light of The World (Tesus Christ). Dear friend please understamd
if vou sif in a dark room long enonzh you will think that there is more lizht shin-
ing threugh the longer yon =it there. Christians must stand strong todsy md look
to the light instead of accepting the darkneszs of the world. I know many people
will zxy I"'m old fashioned and narrer minded, bt that’s OF. There are two
reasons I zay that. Ist is becanse Christian people today have become aconstomed
to the dark, 2nd is becanse lost people have never sesn the light of Fesns Christ in
their life. Understand, lost or saved, Jesus Christ never changes, no matter what
we think

The Early Christians did not dim their light to match the time. They stood
strong on the Word of God. If you read your Bible and early church history you
will s2e that the Fomans would kill Christians and impale them (pierce them with
& stake or pole) and lne the sireets of Fuome with their dead bodies, nsing them
a5 hmman torchers to light the way. Even by their death for their belief in Chriss,
they zive off Light to the dark world Christisns, we are a city that is set on a hill
we are not to be hidden in a dumgeon It is not tioe for Christans to get use to the
darkness but it"s time to shine our lghts. Christisns we sre not bere to communion
with darkness bat to conguer it Christiamne we are not to compromise our faith bt
stand up for our balief and shine for Jesus Christ. Christians, let's get our candles
out from imder our buskels that kid them and take off our shades of compromiss
and Shine, Shine, Shine, for Tesus Christ while we can Vance Havner said: We are
creeping around in the dark when we need to be flooding the world with light.

Words of Wizdom

= Diarkmess cannot drive out darkmess; only light can do thar, H/A

= Hope is being sble to see that there is light despite all of the darkmess. H/A
= In order for the lizht to shine 50 brightly, the darkness nmst be present. H/A4

Good Adwvice:

= When we start knseling down things start Ipoking up.

= Your fmends are like buttons on an elevator. They can take you either up or
down.

Steve Wiiligms is the Paztor of Barry Chapel Baprizr Church in Spruce Ping.

And thou shalt observe the feast af weeks, of the frojfruis of wheat harvess,
and the feast of mgathering af the vear's emd Exodus 34:22
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e5 on the Funny Farm

The Rest of The Story
Dwpupg Harrell

T hawve to laugh a8 I remermber the evening Cling is talking abont One of the
pleasures of working with Clint was his innocence and pullibility. Iwas as tired
in the evenings a5 he was, well maybe not quite, bt it was always fim o joke
around with kim T enjoyved the Gaither hour as muwch #s he and Barbkara, but it
was always good for a response when [ would ezg them on about getting more
work done. O, to be able to sit back down with Clint in the bving room and
enjoy ancther hour of good gospel mmasic and comversation'

Samset at Harrell Hill
Dhear Friends,

I receive letters, email, phone calls and personal visits
from many, thanking me for recounfing oy close encounters
and near-death experiences at Harrell Hill Farms. I confess
that I often wonder how it is that Christian brothers and =is-
fers can derive such perverse pleasure from Farmer Clint's
near misses with eternity @ . You may be surprised to leam
that such occurrences are commonplace thronghont noy
lifetime. even pre-farming days. For example, one day I will
recount for vou bow I was nm over by an outboard motor
after falling into one of Alaska’s most frigid and danzerons
rivers. Or perhaps you'd like to hear about the night I was
sttacked by 3 moose? But not now, let’s stay closer to home

Cme sunumer’s eve, Dioug, Barbara and I were restmg in the kitchen at their
farmhonse at Harrell Hill. T was celebrating the fact that we acmally kad a short
wiork day, by Dioug standards amyway, a mere 12 hours. A< we visited zround the
dinner fakle Doug surmised that be had “been thinking. .., abways a scary sce-
nario. Usually this meant we would soon embark on 3 wild and crazy venfure of
some o0t and I wonld go along kicking and screaming, my body and life hanging
in the balance.

As Barbara and I digested ber
fine home cookm’, Dong offered
me a3 second piece of Havwsiian
Sumezet cake . A sure sign of im-
pending docm for me! This dessert,
a Barbara specialiy, had become
I knew that if Doug offered me a
second slice something terrible was
about to happen to me. He began,
“Yom know, there is so much to do
around here and it seems there are too few hours in the day™. (I was feeling more
confident than wsual 2z I knew Donz conld do a bot of things but even he couldn’™
MAKE more fime happen!) “So." I gueried, “how do you propose that we get
more done? Perhaps T could wear a mimer’s hat with the lights on top, and work
all night lone. Tust think Doue, I can dig, plant, weed-eat, spread fertilizer, during
the day; then crawl around on my hands and knees and dig potatoss, pull com and
other veggies at might. I could fake a 5-minnfe nap at the end of each com row ...
or mayhbe rest beside the green lake beans. o1 perhaps snooze, ever so briefly, in
the sorghum patch. By sunrise [ would already have chosen the over-ripened cab-
bage and tomatoes for the piggies’ breakfast. That way you o work me around
the clock. Would that make you happy™

Shaking his bead and closing his eves, the way Doug does when be really
wonld like fo shoot me. my friend replied, “You know, Pollard, vou juost don't
hawe vision. You're 3 great worker and willing to do just about anything, but yon
nead to look beyond the walls ™ Ul oh, here it comes! “We re nsnally finished
dinner by 7:30 or so, and then we waich The Gaither Homecontmg shows on TW,
or somedimes we eat watermelon on dad’s front porch I'm thinkine we should
maks mood use of that howr, after dinner. to do more chores. Fust think sn hour a
day six days a week, it would be like having another day. ™

Believe me, friends, I enjoy hard work. Although inexperienced, [ had zrown
to love farm chores as each day is filled with exciting, back-bresking, danzerous
projects. I even became acoustomed to getting oot of bed at 4:30 AM 1o Doug's
bellowing from the foot of the stairs, “Pollard, pancakes are ready. We're aming
daylizht!” I would spring from my bed, don my Farmer Clint attire, and descend
for buckwhest cakes and another harrowing adventure on the faom And abways,
I wonld note miy friend's Bible, open to his daily devotions, resting on the end
table. I accepted the notion of bemg mited m dint by 5:30 AM because that’s what
farmers do. Prayer, pancakes and projects. . .can it get any better than this? Bt
now, MOW this absessed Fanmer Dipug, the Panl Bunyan of Harrsll Hill, wants to
take sway the ORNE HOUE. I have each day to do nothing. T think mot!

When you are a goest in one’s bome 25 [ was at Hamell Hill fannhouse, it is
imporiant to study and discern the “power stuchare™, ie, who is in charge Wall,
having besn Dioug’s indeniured servant for several months I°d discovered that
Barbara is the boss of him when we're mside that bouse. It only made sense,
therefore, that whenever Dioug proffered one of his cockamamie schemes I would
fake 3 siep back, hide behimd Barbara, and see how the early skinmish wonld end
(Motce that I did not =3v, “...see who would win the early skirmish!™)

Mow Barbara is a very loving, datifiol, hard-working parmer to Donglas. But
there are some things she will not compromise. I've wimessed her drop every-
thing she’s doing to help her hnshand at a mere call. Bot bear me now, YO DO
HOT MESS AROUND WITH GAITHER HOMECORMIMNG! As I cowered in the

backeround speechless and fiabbergasted by Dioug’s “sngzestion”, I watched the
lady of the house raise her head . look up at her lushand {WAY up ‘cause he's
shout 97 tall), and those tiny Little eyes shot terrifying laser beams right into his
skull. And the BIG man quivered, and his knees kmocked and buckled. . .and ba
collapsed like an numbrells in 3 bomicane! And T knew, GARME OVEER.!

The three of us chuckled at this fiery exchange, and I wondered if Dous knew
just how close he came to being annihilated (he of conrse did). I reminded Doug
that God stopped the sun once, Joskua 10:12-14:

12 O the day the LORD gave the Amarites over fo Lrael, Joshua said to the
LORD in the prezence gf Tiraal:
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon,

and you, moon, over the Falley of djjalon. ™
13 So the sun sfood still,

and the moon stopped,

till the mation manzed itmelf omfa] s enemies,

25 0t is written in the Book of JTashar,

The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a fll
day. 14 There has never been 3 day like it before or since, & day when the LORD
listened to & buman being.

Happy to be chiding him, I said, “MNote verse 14. .. I'm pretiy sure the Lord
won't stop the sun for you!™

Barbara departed ro ber bedroom o watch Gaither Homecoming. I looked at
nay friemd, with that “gotcha™ grin and said, “Think I'll go down to Daddy D's and
hawve a littie watermelon, wanns go? I love esting watermelon in the daylizht ™
Dioug shook his head, closed his eyves, “Pollard, one of these days.. ™ Yeah I
know_. . but I'd won this bartle on the Fanny Farm (or at least ot to enjoy the
speils]) ..o exira work day for me. And that dogzone watermelon was so good.
Praise the Lord!

Humbled in the Hills,
Fammer Clint

McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture

Hurry In!
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xit 81 1-40 - 13 ur]l:}r Road - Marion, NC
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Freedom Life Enterprises:

» Marion Fabric & Upholstery

» Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -

Commercial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « 828-559-2700

Burnsville Seven-day Adventist Church

Moses

By Edward Couser
Fmcay Conungy

Grestings Friends,

Pecently, I read an articls showt a mom’s experience
backing owt of her drivewsy. Her three kids were sit-
ting in the back seat, when suddenly her four-year-old
cred out, “stop!™ Mom stopped suddenly, and inguired,
“WWhst's wrong honey™ Her four-year-old said, “You
alost ran over Boopsie!”  Boopsie was her four-year
old’s imvisible fritend

Several weeks ago, on my weekly radio program in Bumsville, I started 3 new
preaching semies oo Hebrews. The other day, I was reading Hebrews 11; 23 - 27.
In verse 27, it mentoned that he (Moses) endured as seeing Him wheo is invisible.
How did Moses see the imvisible? To me. Moses had his first lesson seeing the
imvisihls &t a very early age. Femember Pharaoh had issned a decree thar all the
male babies bom to the Hebrews shonld be killed His parents made the decision
to hide himy  Moses mom modeled faith. (Fesd Hebrews 112 23). She prayed and
trusted God to take care of her son. What happened next? Pharaoh's dsughter
foumd baby Moses. His sister Mirtam stayed close to ber baby brother Minam
said to Pharach’s dsughter, A
“Shall T po and call fo thee a
nurse for the child for you?™
Jocheheds faith had been
rewarded. As she cared for her
spn, she farthflly used this
opporunity to educate hioses
shout God.  She taught him o :
bow down and pray to the In- |88
ing God, who would hear and
healp him. She must kave told,
and refold the story sbout how
od had preserved his lifs dur-
inz Pharach’s decree. When
Moses left to become Pharach™s danghter's son, he did oot lose the impressions
received during childood.

Moses® life as Pharach's daughter’s son had been crammed with the visible. He
Erew up with pomp and circumstance. All this changed when be had to flee to
bhiidian. Snddenky his life changed, from the palace in Exypt to the wildemess of
hidian. Yet. i the wilderness, through the school of self-denisl and hardship he
leamed patience. and learned to be trained to obey God.  In some way, we may
be walking throngh the wildemess today. It may seem that evervthing we valoe is
falling apare. Yet in spite of our circumstances, the Fuck of Ages stands. It may
take the visible chutter in our lives to fall sway before it becomes easier for s to
sep the invisible. Sesing the invisible — can be a challenge. But throuwsh our eyes
of faith, (read Hebrews 11:1), we see Him confident as we leam to tmest in Him
As believers, we have been called to walk by faith, not by sight. The Bible says,
“tivg fust shall ve by fitie ' (Fead Habakkuk 2:4; Fomans 1:17; 2 Corinthians
4:18). We are to call upon Fesus by faith (See Jeremuah 33:3). Jesus hears our
prayers, and inwites us to look to Him by faith to answer our prayers according fo
His wall. Owuar God is mighty and peowerful! Who can ever forget Moses’ nltmste
experience seeing the mwisible? In the wilderness, he saw a boming bush, bt it
was not consmmed. When MMoses came mito the presence of God, God said to him,
“Take off your shoes, for the place youn are standing is hoky ground!™ Angmstins
once said, that we were created with a hole in onr heart. Unforunately, we often
iry to fill this hole with other things. We may choose fo mm fo sobstitutes, when
it is really God we bimger o see and experience. Jesus is nughty, powerfinl, and
holy. He is biz enongh for every moment in our lives, the zocd and not so gond.
What was the result for MMoses? He endured! In the solenmn mountains of Midian
he was reminded of the power and presence of God. In namre, Moses just seemed
10 be standing in His presence.

Whar is the result of seeing the invisible? Like Moses, God will give us the
strength and grace o endure, I believe what I need to possess is UDWavering
loving chedience. urmavering loving dedication, and unwavenng loving coommit-
ment.  What shout yon?

Whers do we find moe hope, peace. encouragement, strength purpose, amd
promize? How can we enduare as we live now snd wait for the second cominz
of Jesus? To me there is only one way — we can endure, “as seeing Him who is
invisibls ™

God Bless Yoo

Ed Couser iz the pasior for the Bumsville and Ervwin Hills Seventh-day ddventist
Chircher. Previous{y he served churches in Ontario (Canadal, New Tork, Eanmucky
and Nowth Careliva. He also iz g retired Chaplam, Liodenmt Colonel, kaning spant
28 years in the LS Afr Force. Pastor Couser and his wife gf 25 yaars, Carol ko
three daughters, Melisza (23), Egdes (21), Magan (21}, and a zon Drew (191, He an-
Jovs sharing the love of Jesus and encowrasime others to prepane for Hiz soom refurm.
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It Looks Like a Weed to Me
By Brent Price, Cuireach Programs Coordinator
Mitchall Coungy

Dly wife and I were working in our fiower zarden get-
dng ready to mulch and set out new plants. I stepped into
a portion of one bed to thin some tny fowers that had

re-seeded from the previous year. Carefolly I began to
largest and healthiest plawts. From another portion of the
garden Tammyy asked what T was doing. T explained tuat
I was thinning flowers that had *“volmntesred” from lzst
year. She watched as [ painstakingly pulled one small plant afier another leay-
g space between the latgest ones. Finally, she exclaimed “Well they all look
liks weeds to me!™ [ looked up at ber standing with her hands on her hips and we
bezan to laugh. I said, “Tmst me. They're Howers; wait and see.™

If oy wife had started ber work in that parficular section of the garden I don't
guess there wounld be a single fower left to bloom later this sunumer. Al those
“weeds” would have endsd up on the compost pile.

Pulling weeds in general is not rocket science Weeds are eazily identified. If &
plant of some sort or another doesn’t balons in 3 particular place or you smoply
don’t want it srowing in 3 centain area then you pull it It's easy to see how one
pam*swaadmulﬂumlyhemnﬂmrsﬂm

- It ooours to me that our lives are mot
so different from working in the HSow-
£ ers. Mooment to moment we're faced with
decisions. Accept this, reject that. Go or o
stay, embrace or pull away.
| While we generally take time o think
S| cver the important decisions, most of our

W day-tp-day choices are made with a mini-

mal smpumt of reflecion. The pace of life

28 demands that we make decisions quickly
andmwenn_ﬁ.fedun‘t ahmhmmadeqml&mfnmaﬂmlt*s easy to be careless,
Hawve you ever potten in 3 hury or not been paying attention onby to realize that
you've pulled up a flower mstead of a wead?

Even what appears to be an imsignificant choice can possess the power to
change our lives in profoumd ways. Sometimes it is the simplest choice that can
make all the difference. Stop and listen to the sitanger who needs someone fo hear
their story. Offer appreciation to someone who's working in a thankless jolb, bat
obrvionsly cares abont the quality of their work. Invite someone to dinmer who
is lopely. Push azide your fear and judzment and reach to someone who peeds a
second chance. Or—- you can simply pull the weeds.

Bdore times than not, I happen to see more fowers than weeds. God provides
the seasons each of ns requires fo grow and become so I iry to be carafinl. Flower
or wead?

Rmmd Brent Price iz a chaplain af Hospice & Palliathve Care gf the Blue

W&m
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Grace Community Church

God Makes No Junk

By Jarry Lewis
MeDowell Coungy

The events of the past week camnot go imnoticed.
Diemomstrations. Protests. Hamed. Bigomy. Confosion.
Murder. Statues toppled.

Beneath the fallen statues, the bantering of the media,
and the seemingly endless anzlysis of political pundits
lies an umalterable truth: life matters. The framers of the
Dieclaration of Independence thonzht so;

We hold these maths to be salf-evident, that all men are created equal that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalisnable Rights. that among these
are Life Liberty and the porswit of Happiness.

S0 does Cond:

For yvou formed my imaard parts; you bitted me fogethar in my moihers
womd. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wondarflilly made. Wonderfiil are your
warks, my soul ows it vary wall. (Psalm 139:13-14, ESW)

Ome omly has to mavel back a few decades in world history to discover 2 regime
ihat idolized blonds hair and blue eyes and killed six million Jews. Jews wersn't
the only ones who kost their lives:

* T million Soviers died.

* 3 million Soviet prisoners of war died.

* 1.8 million Polish Civilians died.

= 220,000 Gypsies, 1200 Jehovah's Winesses, and 70,000 asocials died

= 250,000 dissbled people wers killed . for being diszblad

Black people matter, White people matter All people matter I'm afraid we've
lost sight of this. This wesk CBS ran the story abowt Iceland's eradication of ba-
bies with Down Syndrome.

Since prenatal screening tests were infroduced in Iceland in the early 2000s, the
vast majority of women — close to 100 percent — who received a positive test for
Do symdrome ferminated theit pregnancy.

Orther connfries area't lagging too far belind in Diown syndrome termination
rates. According to the most recent data available, the United States has an esti-
mated tenmination rate for Down syndrome of §7 percent (1995-2011); in France
ir's 77 percent (2015); and Denmark, 98 percent (2015). The law in Iceland per-
mits abortion after 16 weeks if the fefus has a deformity -- and Down syndrome is
inclnded in this categzory.

The commaon ground betanesn white supremarcists smd Iceland's law is eary—Llife
only marters if "T" think it matters,

I 2015, 908 000 babiss weare sboried.

Abortion advocates, white supremacists and Iceland's “deformin” law advo-
cates find themselves on the same shaky ground: "we™ should determime when life
DEtiers.

et Scriptare is clear: life matters for blacks, whites, latinos, nnbom babies,
down syndrome babies, people with Alzheimer's and dementia, because God cre-
ated them and therefore loves them,

Though marmed by sin, we are all created in his image.

Then Grod said. Lot ur make man i our image, giter our ikeness. And let them
hmee dominion over the fich of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
rhe Ivestock and over all the earth and over avery creeping thing that creaps on
the aarth. ™ (Genesis 1:28 E5W)

God makes no junk.

And after be created them, when they had blown it, be sent his Son Jesus to die
for them.

And Tesus didn't die for pmk.

Jierry Lewis is Sendor Pastor af Grace Communiny Church in Marion

Dyed Red Mulch
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.GRAVEL YARD.

See Us on Facebook

Cti

Pine and Hardwood Mulch
Top Soil
”Wnéiﬂﬂﬁimi‘“ﬂ":lh 715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine
Recyling Stumps, Limbs, . : :
Call for Dump Fees (b.z b) 1{66_6 16{)
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Morganton Baptist Church

Where Are the Monuments?
By Pastor Dan Qurollo
Birke County

Fecently, I heard a well-known speaker address the
matter of journaling. Admittedly, I simzzled with taking
the fime to hear what he had to s3y; vet [ most zav I was
tmuly challenged after reflecting on what he had to say. As
I listemed, I bepan to ponder this question where are our
monmments?

Across this great natfion of ours, various momiments and
memorials have baen esmblished. In the Black Hills of South Dakota lies Mt
Fashmiore, 3 sixty-foot high sranite sculpiore depicting the Presidential faces of
Georze Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Foosevelt, and Abrasham Lin-
coln. All throughoat Washington, IN.C., a person can find various monuments and
memorials. Many of the national boildings have Scnphire permanently ensraved
on them_ reminding ws of the Biblical heritapa that cur conniry has. Varions
pational leaders have recopnized thar our heritage conld guickly be forzomen if we
dio not intentionally establish memorials as visthle remimders.

A quick frip to the srocery
store for just 3 few Mems will
remind ns all how quickly we are
prone to forger! Tragically, we
are equally prone to forgetting
the things which God kas done
for us. Moses cantioned the Is-
raelites when they were aboat to
enter the prosperous land which

thou forger the LORD™ (Deut.
§:9). Prosperity often resulis in
our forgetting God. The Isra-
elites were to annually observe
the Passover 25 8 memorial of God’s deliverance (Ex. 12:14). They setup 2
memarial of elhve stones to commemorate the crossing of the Fordan (Josh 427
The Lord’s Supper is done in remembrance of Christ’s work on the cooss (1 Cor
11:25)

How will you remember the answers to prayer you have experenced? What
are the things we will pomt gur family to that commemorate God's work? How
are others directed to remember what God has done? We dare niot rely upon our
memory. Where are the visible momuments in your lifa?

Pastor Dan Curalls iz pastor Morganton Baprist Church. Check wr our on our
walsiie www morgantondapizt net or find us on Facebook and TouTube.

" Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wiood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stop’ by our manufacturing facility.

Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure

to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has

weather proof pulywowd furniture, customizable fire pits, and vur £ E&_ ‘r T
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and

styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g

work. Eh.u address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive

www. bnckstove.com

Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777

828-765-6144

worw brcnews_com
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The Apostle Paul of Vietnam

By Pastor Tom Anglin
Mitchell County

I am =0 thrilled to welcome vou to spectal seTvices
Sumday September 3rd ar 10:30a and §:00p!

Panl Ai is often referred to as "The Apostle Panl of
Vietnam" Former Bnddhist monk and witch-doctor con-
verted to a firebrand for Christ! He wishes to especially invite Viemam Veterans
io sttend. He will honor them and give them gifts during the moming service! He
will give explanation why he honors Viemam Vets everywhers he zoes! Yoo don't
want fo miss 3 mimrte of these oo life chanming services! Please help us spread
the mvitation to everyons!

ABOUT DR. PAUL Al

-- From Buddha to the Bible --

R, D, Paul Ad wis born nto a8 stroryg Buddhest famiby
in central Vietnam. At a very young age, be was sent 1o
pagoda [Buddhisg school) to be a Buddhist monk, As he
grew up, he realized there was ro hope and no power
in the doctrines of Buddhism, 30 he decided to study
black magic and bacame a witch docter, He served 1386 gods, but became
dizappolrbed in the devil's pewer when a Cheistian festival came fo his town in
190 Paud was determined to stop the Christian meatings with the power of his
godi, but they wene no match Tor the God of the missionarnes, and Paul gave his
life 16 the Lord, When ha made bis decsion 1o follow Jesus, he woa dcwned
by his family, relstves, snd friends. He persevensd, howewes, snd went 1o Bible
college 1o learn the Word of God. Just before the fall of Saigon in 1975, Paul
became the firit General Supedintendent of the Assernblies of God in Vietnam,

Oinly a weok after the Communists ook over Saigon, Paul was put in prison for
beng a pastor. Over the next 23 years, e sarved a total of 10% WEAFS 6N Prison,
torcad labos camps and ro-education camps for preaching the Gospel and starting
churches, Even in prison, Paul continued to share the Gospel and his testimaony,
and many people accepled Jews as thoir personal Lord and Savioe When they
were rebeased from the prison camps to refurn Do theer vilages, thess Cheistians
shaeed their testimenies, people acoopted Josus a3 their Lerd and Soviar, and mew
churchis were started, The prison camps were the s1art of many dhurches in North
Wietnaem, which of course wai not the sulcoma that the Communists had hoped
for of had expected!

Durng the 25 lars that Paul vwas o and ot of peisan;, he met his wile, Ruth, and
they had four beautiful daughters. & curse had been put on Paul after he became
a Chiristian that he would never hawe & son, His Bfth child, 3 son, showed Paulls
family that God's power is stronges than the curse of the devill As a resull, cver
P00 of Paul's relatives camt to know the Lord,

Woman Walks After Four Years Confined to
Wheelchair

For four years, Marie Cribbs' life was flled with pain. Wheelchair-boumnd as
2 result of complications from diabetes, o bouts of breast cancer and psoriatic
anthritis, she couldn't lift ber arms or legs and dealt with extreme pain every day.
*She had chemotherapy and whenever the chemo left her system  her arthritis
came back in a fory and left every one of her joints inflamed " explams her hns-
band, Bill, who served as her caregiver during this time. Tt made it very hard for
her to move, and, becanse of that, her whole body degenerated, and it was impos-
sible for her to walk."

Theat zll changed in May when Mane, who had been umable to attend church
regularty due fo ber condition, made a decision to go to 3 service at Magnolia
Clarch in Port Meches, Texas, whers Panl Ai was speaking.

T going to go," she told Bill. "1 feel like something is going to happen "

Ai founder of Vision Owiresch International, is known as “the Apostle Panl of
Wietnam." A former witch doctor, ke came to Christ during the Vietnam War and
spent 10 years in communist prisons for his faith. He now plants chorches m
Sounth Asia from 4 base in Cambodia

After 8 two-hour message on prayer, Ai called up amyone who needed prayer

znd healimg. When Bill rolled Mamie past Ai and his wife, Futh, Marie felt "an
infensa burning™ in her back. The coupls then begsn to pray over her.

"Pastor Paul commanded all nry cells and nry legs to alien with the Holy
Spirit," blarie recalls. "Then Futh extended her hand to me " beckoning her o
stand ap.

“Tmmediately, I stood up and stared walking!™ she says.

The Crilbbs' daughter, Lolly, says ber mother is "back to walking and junping
and nmming as if she was a teenager.”

“How, by the prace of God, I am healed. I will be a walking witsess the rest of
my life.” hdane savs,

Bill says he's noticed other changzes in his wife as well. "5he used o wake up in
the moming with pain in her face and her brow furmowed. Bvery night she's had a
visitation by the Holy Spirit in ber sleep. She wakes up, and her face is glowing ®
—{Gins Mesks

If we will work on our walk, onr walk will work wonders in our world. Sse
1JTohn 2-6 hitp:/thewmnc org!

Tom Angim is the Pastor of The Bridee Church off TWNC in Spruce Ping, NC. For
more iryformation visit www TBCFNC ore.

Thou hast mulaplied the raton, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee
gecording fo the joy i harvesd, and ar men rejoice when they divide the spoil
Izaiah 9:3

GRIIFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ALitde Onur OF The W, Bur ALOT Less to Py ™

Fead, Seed. Fertilizer, Farm Supplies and Haroware

Fu- (EEB) 5“-5475

Ie are of Ged, hiitle children, and have everceme them:
because greater is he that 15 in you, than he that 15 in the
woild. 1 John 4:4

wwrw brenews . com
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Bridge42 Church

Why Don't We Do Family
Discipleship Anymore [part 2)

By Jasom Koon
Burke Couny

This is part two of 8 series examining the intpor-
tance of family Discipleship, exploring some of the
reasons that many seem to avoid this and overcom-
g some of the obstacles to fraining our kids to liva
will as Disciplas of Jesus.

Objection +2: We Don’t Have Time

Again shom answer: Yes, Yon Dol!! The key here is intentionality rather than
addition. When I say we need to train our children up in the faith most of us have
the idea that I'm saving we need to add more activity info an already bosy day, bt
that may not be the case. Dio yon eat dinner? Dio you do homework? Get up in the
moming? Do bath tme? Artach it to one of those things.

I remermber several mghts when my children were young, reading a bible story
fo them while they were in the bathinb. Maybe before dinner time you sit dowm,
say the blessing and take five minntes to read a few verses of Scripture tomether
Mayhe vou plug it into homework time; after math and reading are done, we have
a few verses of Scopnire we need 0 go over and a couple of guestions we nead to
answer together There are tons of ways to make Discipleship apart of your daily
life without adding meore activity info o already packed day. Maybe yon need to
Zo to bed 10 mimites later or get up ten mimates earlier. We don't have a problem
doing this if we have sports practice, or if homework dida't get finished the night
before.

I'm going to resort to gailt mipping here — which I rarely do —but I'll make an
excepion on this ope. Is Jesus as important to you as sports or good grades? If
vou're not willing to carve out five nimtes in your day for Jesus and vou are will-
ing to do that for these other things. He's not, plain and simple.

Objection #3: I Don’t Know Encugh About the Bible

For some of us, this is probably the most legitimate objection. It can be infomi-
dating to be responsible for the Biblical Education of another person, when many
af us feel weak in our own knowledge of the Scriphares. Forunately, we bive in
the mformation age, and there is no reason that says that vou and your children
can't leam together It just nught fake spendine a few dollars on some zood
Gospel-centered resouarces.

Get a good smdy bible o help with understanding more difficult passagpes of
Scriphare as well as the overarching meszage of God to lnunanity. By favorite iz
the ESV Study Bibkle, but the Christian Standard Bible and the Life Applicaton
Study bibles are good choices as well There are bible dictonaries thet contsin a
wealth of resource on just about every biblical topic you cam imasine and prob-
ghly a few vou've never dreamed of. And thers are tons of good books out there

for kids and adults that can help vou as yon grow together in vour knowledge of
the Scriptares. Whatever the reason, whatever the obstacle, the most important
thing iz that we are committed to the importance of raising our children to knowr
and follow Jesus.

Jazan Eoon is Pastor of Brideed2 Church in Morganion, NC.

The best time to
bag a trophy home.

Save thousands on a new home.

S ——

. House
Clayton Hunting

MRETHIE

Season
(828) 433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Meoerganton, NC 28655

WAL C LETO M Oong anlon.com

www. brenews.com
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Quality is our Priority
Quality of Expertise. Quality of Care. Quality of Service.
Quality of Life. For more than 45 Years, PruittHealth has been

providing peace of mind to our patients, residents and clients.

Committed to Caring

Our health centers offer a wide range of care options, including
short-term rehabilitation to get you well and back home again,
or more traditional care in a skilled nursing home setting,

Proven Professionals

In the world of ancillary medical services, one company pro-
vides single-source solutions that satisfy both the patient’s and
the health management organization’s best interests.

Best Nursing Homes
PruittHealth announces that 17 of its skilled nursing and
rehabilitation centers were recently recognized as the “Best”

by U.S. News & World Report.

We offer a spectrum of serices allowing patients to
receive the uninterrupted care they need within the
same family of providers.

» Skilled Nursing

* Physical Therapy

» Occupational Therapy

» Speech Therapy

* Medical Social Work

» Nursing Assistants

Serving Mitchell, Yancey, Avery and surrounding counties.

it PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

Mitchell (828) 688-3421 | Yancey (828) 682-7825 | Avery (828) 733-1550

www.PruittHealth.com

he PraittHaslth Organization complias with spplicabla Federal civil ights laves and doos rot discriminate on the basis of race, color, netional corigin, ags, dsabiity, or sex.
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God Still Heals!

Bw Pastor Byar Bridseo.
Avery Coungy

"Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raize the dead, [and)]
cast ont devils, ” Qe 1008}

This sunueer, Global Awakeping, 2 puinsstoy locared
in Mechapicsburg, Pemmsvivania, organized 150 young
pecpls fom all over the world for a thirteen-day healing
aud praver onmeack, in Campinas, Brazil I was blessed, as the pastor a1 Flumoes
Presbytertan Church o 2o on the mip with wmy wife, Holly, our thres sons, Tordan,
Tavior and Micah as well 2z five other youmg people, Tesse Tomes, Jillian Yume,
Mackenzie Condray, Arma Gragg and Asron Tomblin

In the first phase of the mip, we began each moming with worshep, as well 25
reaching sassions on outreack, bealing, avd praver [o the evenings, we wonld put
onlr rEining into action. Global Awskeaing's leaders, Fandy Clark, Tom Jones,
Blaine Cook and Eimn Mzas would spezk in the evenrng services and WE were the
intercession and mintsty team, Can vou pictre itT HUGE charch sarvicas, filled
with hunzry peopls ready to recelve all the Lood had for them, salvation, physical
and emotional kealing? Plus, 130 younz people actvated to do the minisoy time?

It was amazing’
Each service
was powarful and
had hnge raspoms-

e: [0 our Invita-
non for salvaoon.
Aftar the salva-
ton call, thare
was e for heal-
ing prayer. It was
onIr s T step
inLD ECOVALOD.
We made a lin=
across the froor
of the clvarch and
stood with cur
Brazilian mansla-

tors LHIE]-_ILUE Jordan, Holly, Jesse. Mackenzie, Aaron, Anna, Ryan, Tayior,
YOO WEDWENL  pmean B
through the same .

maining with ns) and waited to se2 whoe God bronzht our way, The prayer lines
stayed full as paople, often not able to pay for doctor’s care, came for 2 dasperate

Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

touch from the Lord.

Holly prayed for a lady
who came foraard in re-
sponse 12 3 word of knowl-
edze given for s “crushed
right sukle™. She had broken
her right ankle five years
prior and bad a pladoom
plate and multiple screaws
placed in her ankla. She was
m constant pain even afier
the surgery. God touched
ber that mght and rastored
finll mability to her apkle and
took away ALL pain! Praiss
Tesns!

Asron prayed for a lady
who kad been nuned in a
food industry accident. Sha
had bad scanng on ber face
and hand, biz whits blowches
on har beautifol brown
skim. Aaron tined bis ear
to heaven and prayed whar the Lord put in his haart. As he was pravivg, the
[ady bezan rubbing her face where she had scarimg. Aaron askad ber, throngh 2
manslater, what was happening and why she was rubbing ber face. She rold kim
thas she was having a dngling sansaton aed felt new skin growmg! We rejoiced in
what the Lord was doing. The next evening, she returned to the charch 1o report
ke contoued work of the Lord. She lookad comnplately differsnt. Her scaring
was almost completaly zone! Where the skin kad been stark white, it was brown,
almost 3 perfect match. It felt sof and fresh like baby skin. We could hardly
believe our eves!

Dhring the sacond phase of the mip, the 150 were divided into 15 minisoy
teams We were sant out info the smaller chuoches in the compmniny, o ke fully
activated to do every aspact of the munistry, even the preaching and teacking. It
was wonderful to see younz people stapping into thess rolas. Durieg the day we
walkad the neighborkoods and vizited homies to pray for the sick. In the afer-
noons there was teaching and in the evenings, preaching and minisoy mme, all
conduced by the young people! It was beantifnl. God contnned to show Himself
muighy on the behalf of those giving and receiving minisoy. Many bearts were
tonched snd many bodies restored. Praise His MNamie!

O oee of our evangzelistic outreaches, our small group was iovited inmo a local
hiotue in respowss o our iovitation for prayer. The very small bouse was home 1o
11 people, with four genera-
oons of family represented.
We bagzan by praving for
the great grandma. whe had
thres health arlments. she had
chronic nack pain, shormess
of breatk from years of smok-
g and dizziness when she
walked Crod healed all thres
hiealth issuas! This opened
up their hearts to receive the
Crospel of the tmue, lving
God. Thev ALL prayed
accept Jesns as their Lord and
Savior! Hallslujah!

The Grear Conunizsion
was coming o life meht
oir midst! There were many
other bealing testimonies
froom o “Plunymes Groap’,
almiost too MmNy 0 TRmen-
bier by the and of each night.
Tiptal, with the ewtive Global
Awvakening group, thers wers 182 salvations, 38 rededications apd 3. 535 ac-
counts of God’s bealing towch during our dme in Brazl!

Since being home in MC, we have staved n acovadon mode. not wannog thes
fire to die out. Wa confinue to pray for the sick. We have seen God do miracles
right here in our own bome chorch and even ar places like Wal-Mar, God 1=
amazing and wa give Him all the glony! We are excited 1o see what God wants to
do hare in Avery, Mitchal and sureemding connties

Twant o parsonzlly invite anyons who neads 2 physical or emotonal touch
fomm the Lord to come out to our moathly healing mestings at Phanmes Preshy-
terian Cloarch. The bealing servicas are on the 2o0d Sundsy of each month ar §:30
pin. Chr pext meetng is Sunday, Septamber 10th. Come join ns in expectation
thar God is the same yesterday, teday and forever, tn Brazil and fn the U75A He
wants to hesl His people.

Pluumes Prasbyvtarian Chuoch s located in Avery Covmry at 4317 Hizhway 19E
m Pluoree, W Bwvan and Holly Bridgeo can be reached ar 828-763-6919_ For
meore mformation yow can visic the chureh website at wnmn phunmreechnrch. com
or emiail pastord@phusreechonch com,

Ryan pravimg for @ man during an @vening senice

Micah, em the righs, praying for a man on an @van-
geliziic oumeach.

Ryan Brideeo can be reached at 828-T65-6919. For move infermation you can
vizit the chumch webzite af wivw plumfreechurch.com or email pastorapiummee-
churchcom

www brenews. com
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H:w Location for Thrift Store

By Diavid Burleson
Burke Coundy

Aany excifing oppornuties are poowring &t Burke
United Chrstiap Mmdsries (BUCA). Datly, we have the
opporimity to provide food, clothes and assistance to
miany I onr commnity whe peed just a linle exira halp.
Ttis a biessing to show Christ’s love to othears as we kelp
mieat their neads.

Oz of the most exciting oppormudties is the opening
af oar WEW clothing store. Orur clothing store has beea relocated to the opposie
site of the Burke Mission Stadon where the Thrift Srore was lecated. We are now
zhla 10 expand nor only our space b alse our oferings for our shoppers, The
previous clothing stors has become the BUCK Clothing Clozet specifically for
our clients and the homeless.

The Grand Opening for the pew clothing store was oo Samrday, August 12
fromm 9 am to ]l pm The dedicarion caremony was a lmge succsss, A big thank
v 1o oy Pleasant Fidze Church fanuly and others for shanng songs, comnunents
apd pravers thronghous the dedicaton cersmuony. The followine made the day
very spacial: Dir Eevin Fredenick — Board Chair, Mrs. Fhopda Lees — Board Vice-
Chair, Dr. Fon Smith, Eeith Burkbare, Mr. Greg Fiddle, Ms. La'rel Worman, Mrs,
Jalie Phillips, M. Brttawy Davis, Bs, Willare Mclotosh, Wdrs. Toayz Jayoes and
Ars. Labeth Smith.

The move to the wew store would not have bean possible without the halp
of our dedicared sraff and voluntesrs. A very special thanks must go our to ou
Clothing Store Manager, Diane Bradshaw and her busband, Billy withon: whosa
determumatioe, kard wark, vision and long bours we conld not bave bean ready
to open &t thes mme. BUCA 13 also etemally gratefill o David, Tonya and Callia
Taymas for thelr coumtlass howrs of dedicatad sarvice and francisl support. Chr
clothing store assistant, Dot Beam and hear hashand DA alse gave countless howas
of dmea 1o our move zlons with our volunteers Libby Cook, Linda and Temy
Piarcy, Carglesn Coffee, Brimany Davis, Delores Mcieely, and the Gibbs Chapel
Wouth Appreciation goes o our good fhends, Thomas and Steven Ambross
Aickeely Fencing kas also assisted with our fencing project. Az thank you
st alzo go o the BUCK Board of Directors, Burke Chartable Properties and
A Dizle Bamer for supporting the expansion of the ministry of BUCK. We are
miost thankful for God's guidance and proviston. As God alwayvs does, He cames
thrangh right on time with many extrs volontears throngh the World Changers
that gave over 380 hours of service to BUCM. Thanks Pastor hike Chandler and
Diwight Winters for letting God nge vou to make thiz entrs voluntear effoat hap-

L.
g We are very proud of the progress wa have made at BUCK! and appreciative of
the support we recelve fom oar sustaining charches, denors and voluetaers. Our
muistry could not ocour without these wonderfal groups.

"ith these new cppormunites at BUCK, we nead each of vou aven more.
Plaaze consider being part of our BUCK minismy o one or more of the following
WAV

+ Make BUCM Part of Your Annnal Budger

» Be a Food Harvester

* Work in the Soup Fitchen

* Asziztin the Food Paniry

* Dionate (zantly Tsad Items for the Saved for You Clothing Stors

* Volvmtser in the Clothing Stors or our Clathing Closes

* Donste Children’s Shoes ar Mew Undarwaar

* Dionate Food for the Food Paptry or Soup Kitchen

* Volvmtzer in the Office Area (Tyvping, Foldivg Mewslemers, Answenng

Fhones)

* Fead with or Tutor 3 Child Afrer School

* Eat Lunch with a Client

» Work in the Firewood Ministry

* Tranzport Clients or Potential Clients to BUCK]

* Placa a Collsction Barrel at your Chorch or Busimess

* Be Part of our Mmistry of Presence (Just come have hiech with a client who
needs somepee to talk with, pour a glass of warer or just shake spmeone’s hand )

Ax sumuner progresses and children are bome, the need for food for the BUCK
Food Panmy ncreases. COhar paniry is in continnal need of non-perishabla items.
Somne of our high peed items are:

Canned Mear, Macaroni and Cheese, Peamar

Burtar, Chicken Moodle Soup, Pasta, Pinto
Beans, Capned Fruit, Cereal Jelly

In the world in which we Live. it takes our
enfirs conmmunity to meet the needs of our
neighbors. Each of you are a witzl part of
our comnnmtty and 1t is essential we work
together 1o meet the needs of all o cinzens who are in weed. Please koow that
there ars mawy Ways we can panmer togethar to assist others,

Plaase know that we are very willing to come and tell the BUCK story at any
chuach or crgamizatoen. Just lef us koow a good mone 1o do thes,

Pleaze rempember to keep BUCK and me in vour thowghes and prayers. There
are many difficulr decizions we are called oo to make and through praver we can
contnue o make the approprizte decistons for our mowdsmy, Thapk yon again for
making BUCA a wonderful, caring place for others,

Dnvid Burieson iz Director of Burke Unired Chriztion Minisories

MOUNTAIN GLORY

FESTIVAL

Oct 14, 2017 - 9:30am - 6:00pm
Where Main Street Meets The Mountains
* Marion, North Carolina

Manicn, Morin Caroling celsbrales e arival of
autumn in e Blue Fidge during e annua
Miounizin Glory Festival. Tor 34 years, beautiul
oo Maricn nas hosied s popular cele-
Er3icn on the 2nid Salurday it Oclober. TS year
make plars Io vist on OcioDer 1400 beteeen 9:30
§ Al - 5000 PAL
| Celebrate smal-1own (58 in the mountsins. Vis-
itars focking for otigingl handicrafts wil find planty
of Choeces shopping Wit Tres jam packed biocis,
featuning locly made ars and oafts. Enjoy lols o
festyal soods and the wide varety of live emertan-
ment, focusing on Iaditioral Baegrass and oid ime
miLnksin music.

Dl miss 2 annual Mountzin Slory Cuill Show inside e McCowsll Ats Councl, The quit
show is Te gallery's feauned, Cclober exnicit, The kids wil nave fun in the “Childen's Arena™ with
Fands-on activites, the konkey Brdgs and a best-dressed pet conlest

To find additiorsl area evenls, aracions and lodging information, wisi waw BuERdgEetray-
elers.com or cal ol fee [B85-233-6111) 1o recave 3 free wsior gquide and map. The fstival is
sponsared by ing ity of Manion. For sestival indoemation visit was mingoryfestial com of cal
ER-652-2215

Celetrate Small-town Lining in the Mouncain

TE A A A FdEF R R TR T FAT AR A e Ees R RdE T a

We pay CASH for anthing of value,
We also pay CASH for gift cards.

fbring vour card in and we will t2ll you how much we can pay)

Fast, Secure Loans on
Anything of Value -
$10 and Up!
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Mountaineer Pawn Shop

12513 5. 226 Hwy. = Spruce Pine, NC

(828)765-7651
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Dive In!
By Pastor Eurt Bommar
Avery Clownty

We've all done it. We've waded intm a chully pool
or stream on 8 hot day in anficipation of refreshoment.
But then onr toes hit the cold water and we think “do
I really want to do this? Littls by Litthe we contime to
question our total comnunment 2= we slowly wade m
{all the while locking over our shoulder to make sure
spmepne doesn’t splash us or push us o). Finally, we
realize the tormre of the skow approach is too omach to bare and we make the finll
plungs. Then we think “why didn’t I do that from the beginning this feels great!™

There’s a story in the Bible that reminds me of this suwmmertime mioal in
Ezekisl 47. There Ezekiel is led to the waters fowing from the Temple First, be
stepped inup to his ankles, then downsiream a bit he steps o ap to his knees,
further down he goes in up to his waist and finally the water is over his head.

Dion*t miss the picture here. The Spirit of the Lord is always inviting us to step
into the waters (water in Scriphore shmost abways is a picture of the Holy Spimit).

Some of us will wade in up to our ankles and be content to stay there That is,
we are standing in Christ and believing in him.

(rthers choose to go deeper, up to our kmees. Our knees being a picture of
prayer, we fall oo them and pray for others.

- day by day and
hour by henar.

Each level of conuwnitment hrings with it a level of refreshment. Tt as we have
all leamed at the pool, the greatest refreshment comes when we make 3 fotal com-
mifmsent.

Where are you in vour level of commitment? Are vou a solid believer, not being
tossed to and fro in your faith? Do you have a daily pastern of prayer for others?
Is it & priority for vou to share your faith? Have vou placed the Lord o the throne
of your life giving Him fres reign to male ower vour every decision?

Here's the special part. Jesus iovites us to 2o all out for Him and be promizes a
lewel of refreshment that can only be maximized by mking the full plunge. But at
the same time He is the perfect gentleman He will imvite, bat He will not force.
It's up to us.

My mugpestion? Dive in, take the phmge!

Selsh (think about it}

Eurt Bomar iz pastor gf Walnut Grove Church,
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Lees-McFae President to Retire in
May 20186

By Nina Mastandrea

Avary Covnty

Banner Elk, N.C. — Lees-McFae President Barry M.
Buxion aonounced that e will retire in May 2018 and
ithat a search for his replacement has begun. Buxton has
served as the president of Lees-McFae since Fane 1,
2010 and is the 15th president in the 116- ]lur—hsm?nf
the msOmEon.

In apmoumeing his retirement. Buoton expressed gratitude to Lees-AMcRas
sdents. faculty, staff and the Board of Trustees. “T am hombled by iy years at
this sacred place but the people of Lees-DhcRae have lefi me troly grateful and
blessed.” he szid.

Throughout his tenure, the colleze expenienced enrollment growth, balanced
operating budgets, expansion of cumicular offerings, and saw its regional accredi-
tation reaffirmed by the Southem Associstion of Celleges and Schools. Under
Buxion's lezdership. the colleze broadened its educational reach with the addi-
tion of online programs that grew fom 49 sdents to almost 300 students m four

The historic campus wimessed a physical
tansfonmation with constaction of 30,000
square feet of additionsl student space,

o| of the infellectual center of campus — the
4| college library — m fo the Dot M. Shelton
Leaming Commomns.

Tharing Buxton's eight and half years as
president, Lees-McRae completed 375 mil-
Crver the same period, the college net assety
grew by 38 percent and instimfional debt
was reduced by 38 percent. Button returned the camypus to its residential roots
with more than 90 percent of Banner Elk stodents living in college facilities. He
akso established Less-AdcFae as one of the nation’s only pet-frendly campuses
and led the effort to be designated a Bicycle-Friendly University.

Buxton currently serves as president of the MCAA Diviston [T athletics confier-
ence, Conference Carplinas, as well 25 on the executve committes of the Morth
Caroling Independent Colleges and Universities.

A Hope Williams, president of WCICU, summed up his serice to Lees-McFae
and the state saying, “Dir. Buxton cares deeply about students and their success,
sbout the college and about all of higher educaton. His wammth sincenity, energy,
and creativity will be missed by the collepe community and by all his colleazmes
in higher edncation in Morth Caroling ™

In a diverse career spanming 35 years, be has been a teacher, researcher, pub-
lisher editor snd comnnmity leader In 2016, Buxton receijved the prestigious
Order of the Long Leaf Pine from former Morth Carolina Gov. Pat MoCrory. The
award is one of the highest civilian-focnsed bonors the povernor of Morth Caro-
lina can bestow.

Prior to Lees-McFae, Buxton served as Vice President for Special Projects at
the Savanmab College of Art and Desizn, where be was respoasible for major gift
splicitation, leadership development and foundation relations.

A pative of Blowing Rock, Morth Carolina, Buecton has a long history of
involvement with non-profit organizatiens in Appalachia. Dunng the 1880z, he
served as Executive Director of the
16-member Appalachisn Consorium.
Baecton holds taro degrees from Ap-
palzchian Stats University, where he
received his teacher carmification amd
was an E F. Lovwill Fellow, and a Ph.I.
froan the University of Mebrazka.

“T zm so proned of 21l we have ac-
complished topether, and know there is
more fo achieve,” Buxton said. “T look
forward fo my time remaming at Less-
McPae, and will contimie to work with
Emlrrndsm.ﬂmelmmenayﬂnng
that we do.”

Mestled in the Blue Ridze Moumtain:
aof western Worth Carolina, Lees-McHas
College is a private, four-year college
offering diverse baccalsureate degrees,
sirong athletic programs and outstanding
facalty. Field-specific career prepara-
tion and hands-om leaming enhance the
broad core cumicubom . For more infor-
mation, pleass visit worw lmec edu or call
223 808 5241,

Ning Masfandrea iz the content man-

NV RALITNTITALL FETTIVAL £0N ager af Lees-MeRag Collesa

wwrw brenews. com
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Mitchell County 4-H

Delegation Attends Annual
Electric Congress:
Mitchall County

A delegation from Mitchell Counry arended
the T0th Armmsl 4H Elecmic Congress Fuby 11-
13 a1 the Univarsity of Morth Carcling Charlotte.
155 4-H'ers, adult leaders and Morth Carolins
Cocp-
erative
Extension apents from 47 coumities attended
the thres-day event. Since 1947, Duke Ensrpy
and Domimion Energy have sponsored the
anmneal congyess fo emphasize elecimical ensrpy
concepts, conservation, and safe efficient nse.
Dianiel and Luke Silver represeated Mlitchall
Ciounty well at Blectric Congress. They have
wiarked hard to help others learn more about

4-H T®

GROWS HERE

Daniel Sthver, Ealey Brown, 4-H
Exrension Agent, Luke Sitver,

Winme Huddlezton, dccount Man- eleciricity In the past year
ager with Duke Energy.
s Aitchell County 4-Hers Attend NC 4-H
Congress:

4-H Congress, Day 1 and State Presentations

This vear's 4-H Congress, beld in Baleizgh Tuly 20-Aug 1, stiracted more dean 500
young people and their adult leaders for actvites including presentations on a vanety
b s, lesdership id i imniog. SeviE 5 A et
and more.

Mitchell Connty 4-H ers received honors during the recent State 4-H Congress.
Corbin Buchsnem 14, som of Travis and hi
Buchanan of Spruce Pine was an honored
state presentstion partcipant in te Small and
Companion Animals category. Jessy-Faie
Glenn, danzhter of Darmin and Susan Glenn
of Spruce Pine bonarably placed Gth in the
State Horse presentation category. Charkotie
| Huabbard 11, daughter of Fay and Shermi Hub-

bard of Bumsville won Bronze in the Poulry
presentation caterary. Jesse and Josh Silver 12,
son of JTonathem and Amanda Silver of Spruce

Pine wyon Sibver with their team presentation in

Sitver _E,:'Im.lﬂm'ﬂ-ﬂ J-hﬁtmuiﬂﬂ
Agent, Jessy-Eate Glenm, Charlofte
Hubbard, and Corbin Buchanan, at ,, Luke Sitver, 14, son of Tonathan and

State Fraseniations. Amands Silver of Sprace Pine won Gold in

Beef Chargrill and received a §75.00 scholarship for his caregory win Michell coanty
4-H is proud to heve such talensed yowth parficipate in state presentations this year

4-H Homor Clab

Dianie] Sitver was indurcted into the 4-H Heomor Chiby, one of the highsst homors &
4-H'er can achieve. Membership in the Homor Chib is based oa semvice to the 4-H
proeram, leadership, moral standards, 4-H activities and project achievemsent Less
than one-half of one percent of Morth Canolns 4-H'ers are selected for membership
each year

4-H Congress, Day 2

This was a very specisl day for hicchell County as our owm Draniel Sibver gave
his spotlight speech. Every outzoimz 4-H State Officer pives a spotlizht speech at
4-H Congress. and Dlaniel’s spesch bronght many to tears. He belped ws realize what
is truly mmpartant. Thet we should abyays be ourselves, and strive o be the best we
can be 3z 4-Her's. He thanked hiz -
and bonored them with a plaque
for helping him throngh bis 4H
CHATEET.

Dianie] has done so nmch for
the NC Smae +-H Coundl in the
past vear. Mitchell County 4-H
wounld like to congramlase him on
a wonderfial job as our State 4-H
Coumcil Feponter.

4-H Congress, Day 3 and Scholarship Winmers

O Monday Mitchell County 4-Her”s were honered
at the Donor Loncheon. Congramlstons o the follow-
menfs in 4-H combined with great academic sucoess
will surely serve them well as they firther their
education. Joummee Glenm, 18, Diaughier of Diarmim
aned Susam Glenn of Spruce Pime received the Fobert
and Helen Fonion 4-H Scholarship m the smount of
$1.000. Diamie] Silwer, 19, son of Jonathem and Amanda
Silver of Spruce Pime received the Jobm € and Catiry
H. McLean 4-H Scholarship Endowment for the
Western Diistrict in the smoumt of 51,000, the Muchell - - -
Coumty 4-H Discovery Scholarship m the amonnt of 3500, miﬂ:eltnl:a‘tandHelen
Pamion 4-H Scholarship in the amoumt of 51,000,

continued on paze 27

828-682-9675

A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE!

HONORS elite
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TREASURES
By Joyee (Joy) Harwood Baldwin

When you leave this world below
Will you leave anything at all.
Have you taught your Children
On the masters sweet name fo call.

Worldly treasures to my dad
They never meant a thing.
Iwas worth more than any diamonds
In church te hear him sing.

We work our lives away at best
Providing food and clothes.
And every other thing they need

So much more only Heaven knows.

Then when it comes down to the end
Do they know abeut The Lord?
Gold and silver won 't pay their way
At last te enter our Fathers' Abode.

Don’t waste away the fime you have
On earthly things that all decay.
Leave everlasfing freasures
That cannet fade avway.

Sy i5 @ resident gf Madizon Coundy, where she now Ives with her husbhand,
Dy Joe Baldwin, She is currensly a member af Mt Zion Baptisf church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previowus member, she calls Forks of hiy Mizsionary Bapizt
Church im Weaweriile, “howme away from home ™. She i currenly singing with the
Grospel Group “Jonah 5 Foice ™ our of Mars Hill, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-
g™ will soon e heard By many

N the “special eclipse glasses™ Multiple friends and

By Cindy Mercer
Burke County

Perhaps you were recently one of the many
million people on planet earth to view the historic
2017 “Great American Eclipse™. Maybe someone
even mentioned {rmore than once) to NOT LOOE
AT THE 5UN during the eclipse. Did you look?
Well, of course most people did. . hopefally writh

family members instmacted ns to not look because
it could be hanmfil we wers told.  So whether
you participated in a solar eclipse party, pulled off of the interstate or gathered
with friends in 2 field . . one thing is for sure, the event is one that will be a mo-
ment n history not forgomen!

In some strategic poinis on the eclipse path, there was a3 moment of darkness. .
other areas experienced only beavy clond coverage as if a storm was coming.
And then in predictable fashion, the sun resppeared and bronght forth mapnificent
light again. And just like that, the long awaited total solar eclipse was part of the
past.not to be seen again untl April 8 2024 that will be visthle in a diagonal
path croszing from Texas to Mame sccording m NASA

Mow that the excitement iz over for this event. . consider the following that a
good friend of mine posted on Facebook ttled, “Pre-eclipse™— He who made the
sun, the moon and the stars, The God of the Universe, the Creator of all thimgs!!
The Ome who with His oam hand placed the stars just where they needed fo be.
Wiaster Diesigner of the earth snd sll that is in it Son of MMan and Son of God! If
there is one thing we can koow by the eclipse is God ordains the heavens o move
and man cannot change or alter what God walls! That means as He moves the
heavens, He can also grow a mustard seed into a nanon, make water into wine,
make a crippled man walk and a blind man see! Hea alope can make a stony heart
info 3 heart of fech! When yon see the eclipse don't wonder at the event but
wonder at the God who created the event and His prester miracle of your changed
beart! To God be the glory!

As T read her post, immediztely there was another post by another friend tuat
reminded ws that “Satan is seeking to veil Tesus from our sight, to eclipse his light,
for when we get even a glimpse of his glory we are atiracted to him. 5in hides
from our view the maichless chanms of Jesns; prejudice, selfishness, self-mgh-
teousness, and passion blnd our eyes, so that we do not discern the Savier. Oh,
if we would by faith draw nizh to God, he would reveal to us his glory, which is
his character, and the praise of God would fow forth from loman beatts, and be
spunded by buman voices. Then we would forever cease to give glory o Satan by
sinning against God and talking doabt aod uobelisf We wonld oo longer stumble
along srumbling, and mowrnimg, and covering the altar of God with our tears. If
we would behold Fesus, believing his words, we would reflect the imaze of him
who hath called ns owt of darkness info his marvelons light, and what 2 wave of
glory would fow back froom earth to hesven!™ {Sipns of the Times, October 17,
1892}

Consider this. | we can allow dark meovents o “steal™ onr “sonshine™. . but 25
many peopls wimessed oo August 21, 2017, the darkness from the tofal eclipse
was s00on replaced by light. As a matter of fact the darkness only lasted about 2
mimites. When we are in darkmess it can seem like an eternity. Praise God we
have the infalfible Word of Goed that prowvides this inspiration, “Tam the light gf
the worid: ke that followeth me shall mot walk in darfeezs, but shall have the ekt
gff igfe. "-Jobm 3:12. Pemember. it is ok to LONDE AT THE S0

Rick Mercar iz the pastor of the Morganton Seventh-day ddvenfizt Church at
2187 Jamestown Road, MWorganton. Thay can be reached at 870-820-3549 or
Gj et Check ont www morgantonzda.org. Thetr passion is fo thare
the love of Jesus with all who will listen.

When our family felf the call fo minister through fosfer care, if
was very much abouf accepting a child out of a broken world info

I

DSS 828-652-33535.

In the midst of this has been the heart of the Gospel. We also
were broken, helpless, and hurfing. Bur Jesus wenf to exiravagant
lengths to enter our brokenness and be broken for us. Fostering is
a practical reminder of this Gespel fruth. It is a call fo siep ouf of
vour own story and wrap yourself in the brokenness of another and
- willingly be broken by if.

* In the end everything changes- you change them, bui perhaps
more importanily, they change you. Make a difference foster/adopt a child. Contact McDowell County

ours. But we have learned that as we lived o make a difference in
their lives, if has been their lives that have changed us. You see,
vou cannof bring brokenness into your home and not be broken by

www. bremews . com
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4-H ATRE Competition And ke that reapeth recetverth wages, and parkereth fruid nne e efernal- that
Onr own Jessy-Fase Glenn was an ATRE participant and had ber interview on day 3 bowk ke thar soweth amd ke that reapech may rejoice fegether. Johm 438

of +-H Congress. Jessy-Kate did a wonderful job as &t was her first time participating.

Tesgy-Eate Glenn was 4 state alternate winnes in the ATRE compefition. ATRE — Ap-

plication, Interview, Fequme and Essay competition — i= & four-step process by which

youth are chosen to attend national 4-H events. Ac an altemate Jessy-Fate may have

the oppormnity to stend Wanonal Congress. Conpratolations to Jessy-Eate om bher suc-
cess at this level of competition. D R U G
Please like us on Facebook to view pictures from all the 4-H Congress events

hrtps:fwww. facebook comy Mitchell-Conmnty-4H-22 68210023097 TAKE 3 BAC K

Mitchell Conniy 4-Her s participated in the McDowell

Om Sanurdsy, Anpust 5th, Mirchel] County 4-Her s parici-
pated in the 715t Anmaal MrDowell County Funior Livesiock
Show. Of the participsmts Colton Core 14, son of Eddie and
Miki Ceex of Spmuce Pine and Jacob Hooeyoutt 15, son of Diean
and Pam Homeypowtt of Sproce Pine showed beef cattle Colton
and Grand Champion Black Hereford in the All Other Breeds
Class. Jacob Honeyoust received Grand Charmpion Limen-
sme in the Al Odher Breeds Class. JTacoh was also 3 first ime
livestock showman, and did a wonderfol job showing his
heifer. Several of the Mitchell County Livestock club members

EVENT
. =

came to support their showmen. Mitchell County 4-H is very Iﬂurll-r, mﬂ
proud of the hard work and dedication these two vouns men
have shown in working with their livestock. 10am-2pm
Good fuck to both Colton and Facob as well as
the entire livestock club as we contime with The Prescription Pad of Bumsville
the 2017 livestock show season For those E
mterssted in lpaming mare shout beconing 3 730 E Man Street
Mitchell County 4-H Livestock Chub member ) ) o !
please contact Kaley Brown at the (828) 683- Turn in your unused or expired medication for safe disposal.
4211 or email her at kaley _browm@ncsu edn.
Wa will accopt: Wa cannot accopt:

" Prescriptions X Meodios and sharps

« Dwor tho counter pills X Morciany (Charmaomebers)

" Liguid medicathans A Chematherapyradicactive subsiances

« Witaminz ,I Dygpon condasnors

" Pet medicine X Pressurized containers/inhalars
4-H is North Caroling | largest vouth development organizafiion, equipping mong
than 247,000 voung people each year with the skillz fo succeed and improve the
world around them. For more ijformation about 4-H in Mitchell County please Wﬁ'ﬂm I e B 156 task foe
contact Ealgy Brown, 4-H Extension Agent, at kalgy_rown@nciu.edu or Kim PIECACRITT P P =
Slotmick, 4-H Program Assiztans, ar Em_sletichancsiedi. diso by phone ar
(G2585-4811.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CH URCH Drug Dropbox Locations:

Mitchell County Sheriff's Office - 828-688-3982 (Mon.- Fr. fam-Tpm)
Welcomes You to Spruce Pine Police Department - 828-888-9974 (Mon.- Fr Sam-5pe)
Yancey County Sheriff's Office - 828-682-2124 (24 hoursi7 days a week)

gefem ﬁm Burnsville Town Hall (Mon.- Fr. 8:30am-4:30pm)

Lasve madicafion In the original botils and mank ouf parsonal infarmetion.

Thursday’s at 7:00pm o
Hope & Help from substance abuse task force
Addiction Through Christ www patiwncorg o ooon o PathEs

Does this remmd you :'f?: 5 ﬁ'ﬁ
of your current
Sound System?

"

Let us help you with your sound and video needs!

i
II
B
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery County Chamber - Sept.1-2 15th Annnal Mile Hizh EKita & Crafis
Festwal Beech Mountain, Sept 2 Beer & Wine Calebraton, Old Hampion Store
& Tavemn, Linville, Sept 2-3 An on the Greene, Historic BE School, Bamer Elk,
Sept 5-0 Avery County Fair, Fairzronnds, Newland, Sept §-10 Antuom at Oz,
Beech Mountsin.

Greater Banper Elk Heritagps Foundation—>5at. Sept.2—Downtown Banner
Elk Walking Tour Sat. Sept —Historic and Contenuporary Chuilt Show For mora
mfo call 828-898-34634 or check BannerHouselinsenm org or email Banner-
HouseMuseumaYahoo com

Burke County

Burke Counfy Chamber - Changing Gesrs Chanming Lives Charity Eide
Sepember 16, 2017

Join us for a law enforcement led ride throngh Catawba Coumty to raise money
for local children in foster care.

Save the Dame!
Movember 16, 2017
Foothills Higher Education Center

What is your favorite Olympic Sport or Team? This year's theme is Waorld
Gramies and can be any team or sport. Past, Present or Fomore! The Chamber nall
be Sport Sailing so jump on board with yoor best themne snd sse if you cam win
the (rold, Sikver or Bronze Madal

Catowba Biver Bapfist Association - Catawba Rinver Baptist Association will
be leading 2 mission trp to Cuba September 16-22. This will be an excitmg
imip where we will do constmaction, prayer walking, personal evanzelism and
preaching. The cost for the trip which inclndes ransportation, food, lodging and
supplies is 52,000 per person. This trip is open to both men and wonzen.

Are you ready o LoveLOUD Ociober 8-147
LoveLOUD iz a week of missional service oppormmities designed to engage
CRBA churches in sharing Christ’s lowve in Burke County In 2 variety of practical
ways. Churches can be involved in one of three kinds of projecis:
1. Construction Projects
2. Commumity Service
3. Bvangelistic Outreach

For more information on how you and your choorch can be mmvelved give us 2
call st 82184370137,

AMorganton Seventh-day Adventist-Burke County - Everyone is "Welcome to
the Foendiy Town of Tuoblewssd" Seventh-day Adventist Charch
Spcial happening September 24th | at 12:30 p.m. For directions and more infor-
mation, please contact Cindy at 87T0-510-8042.

Health Social - Sunday, September 10¢h , at 5:30 pm_ Please bring a3 plant-
bazed (non-dsiry  non-meat) dish slong with copies of your recipe to share 1f
you wonld hike! Come prepared to enjoy some grest food and fun fellowship! For
directions, please contact Cindy =t 37T0-510-2048.

God's Closet - Morzanton is sseking gently used or new children’s clothing,
shoes, and bedding (ages birth to teen) for our next FREE shopping event. Items
may be dropped off anytime under onr covered drive-through it the Morganton
Seventh-day Adventist Charch, 2187 Tamestown Foad, Morganton, M.C. Please
label box / bag with "God's Closet " All donations are greatly apprectated! For
more information, please contact Janet at 323-244-3876. Like us on Facebook (@
GodsClosethforzanton

Apglow International Hickory Lighthouse Hickory Lighthouse meetings are the
second Satorday of each month.

AcDowel]l Connty

Grace Community Church - New Prayer Line Launches in Marion, Maorth
Carpling - Tames 5:16 says “The prayer of a rghteous man is powerfinl and ef-
factive ™ A J. Gordon s=xid, “You can do more than pray afier you have prayed,
bt you cammot do more than pray until you have prayed.” Chuoches in McDow-
ell Connty believe God's Word and agree with A. J. Gordon. That's why they
have lnunched §59-FEAY, a praver line where people can call anymme, leave a
message and know that charches in McDowell County will be praying for them.
Here's how it works. The praver lins (650-PRAY) is housed at Freedom Life
Mintstries (freedomliferminisries arg). Each day prayver requests will be sent to
25 parmerimg churches in McDowall County who will immedistaly send those
raquests to praysr warmiors in their chorches who will pray for them The effect 15
knowing that your prayer request is covered daily by nmdreds of people across
McDowell County. §52-PRAY will begin on September 1. Betwesn now and
then, please ask your pastor if your chorch is meolved. If not, encourage your
leaders to reach out and get on board. For more mformation, please call Robin
at (328) T24-2599. — Contact Chris Allison Call Phone: 828-552-7312 E-Mail:
chrisi@irocketsleddesizn com.

Clinchfield Baptist Church-We will be having Our “Homecoming Day™ at
Clinchiield Bapast Church on Sunday, September 10th at 11:00. We look for-
ward each year to this time when we welcome former members and mood frisnds
back to visit We hope von will join us for the time of worship and felloarship as
we celebrate our 102 nd year

First Bapfist Church of Aarion - Mark Your Calendar! 2nd Anmual McDowr-

ell Commymity Unity Service Sunday, September 24, 3:00 p.m Hast McDowell
Middle School Aunditorum Led by community leaders and pastors from acmoss
McDowell County. Special mmsic by 0ld Fort Comuynnity Choir and others. Vari-
ous speakers, incnding Fev. Danny Hampion, director of Freedom Life Mimistry,
Information fair with various comnmnity minisiries snd agencies o follow the
zeryice. Central focus of service and information famr will be responding to the
opicid epidemyic facing our county and country: “Ways o m an sudience into an
amuy 1o help our neiphhors in need

Clemwwood Bapfist Church - McDowell Connty 2nd Anmual Spornsman Bangoet
Sept 30 Steve Fockey will spesk. He is 2 Master Sporisman and Pro-Staffer
Mu=ic will be Heart Cry. Ticketrs: $10.00 and inchudes enfry in grand prize give-
Fways (st be there to win), 3 mesl, door prizes, access o Vendor booths and a
Silent Anction. Grand prize givesways are Pully Equipped Muzzle Loader, Fully
Eguipped Crossbow, 2 Youth Guns Adult Shotrun and an Adult Rifle  Sepem-
ber 30, 5:00 pm Glewwood Baptist cluoch at 155 Glemwood Baptist Cloorch Fd,
Manon, WC for tickets or more mnfo call 828-T3E-4998 or wisit www. gwhaptist-
church org.

Historic Marion Tailgate Markef iz open on Toesday from 3 to § pm and Satar-
day fromm @ am to 12 pm in doemeeam Marion nnder the Tailgate Rarkst shelter

0ld Fort Presbyierian at 144 Main Street, has a fres conumumity dinner and
nmsical entertaimment every fourth Satarday foom Fanuary through Cctober. Bleal
is from 5;30-6:30 And mmeic is §30-7:30.

Lion Hill Baptist Church 1036 Zion Hill Bd, Marion Pre-Labor Day Jubiles
Thursday Aug 31- Sundsy Sept 2. 7:00 pm except Sat is §:00pm. Spint Filled
Preaching and Inspiring Music Dr. Joe Arthur and Pastor Wesl Walker Music by
the McKameys the Primitive Quartet, the Fochesters, the Edwards Family and
Mew Vision. For more info call 828-735-0002

Mitchell County

Al Sainfs of America Crthodox - On Satardays beginning in Jone, All Saints

of Amenica Orthodox Mission will be having Divine Limrgy at the meeting hall
locared at Trinity Episcopal Charch, 15 Hemlock Ave, Spruce Pine, WC 2E777.
The Linrgy will be served weekly on Samrdays at 11:00 AR, Fr Steven Webb,
the priest appointed to serve the new mission, will be officiammg. While All
Saints of America Orthodo Mission is 3 part of the Fossian Orthodox Church. all
services are performed in the English langmape. Afterorards, zll are invited to a
picmic st 1064 Deer Park Take Bd Sprace Pine BIC.

Bear Creek Baptist Church-Ledger - The Hinson (wirls will be performing at
Bear Creek for the 5th Sunday might singing on (ot 20th at §:00pm
Celebrate Racovery
This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program giving hope snd help for men.
women and families suffering from addiction. Any question contact Josh Wisaja
3850041
There will be 3 meeting every Thursday night with someone thers to talk w

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine Calvary Chapel Church in Asheville is
sponsoning a bomes fellowship and Bible Stedy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship is
hald on Thoorsday evenings at 7:00pm af 79 Sean Dir. (Estatoe ares—aoff Brushy
Creek Fd). Call JTobn Fackson 750-793-3790 for information and directions. And

Berry Chapel Baphist Chorch - “Cry Chat, Amernica™ Pray! Pamiot Diay — 8711
Mondsy, Septemnber 11, 2017, &30 po. This is not just another mesting. . another
“to do™ on your agenda. Please coane. Let's come fogether and pray. . brothers &
sisters im CHEIST . for our town & county, for Worth Carolina & for the United
States of America. Joel 1:14. _ this is the word of THE LOERIY.

This is a call to praver from the Mational Day of Prayer Task Force, which isa
natonwide call for prayer!

Sopport Group For Caregivers Of Those With AMemary Loss To Hold Meet-
ings The First Friday Of Each Monfh From 1-3PW - Care & Share 3 newly-
formied support group for caregivers of loved cnss who have memory loss, will
hold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice & Palliative Care of the BElue
Ridge, 236 Hospital D in Sproce Pine, from 1:00 BB, to 3200 PR High Coun-
iy Caregiver Foundstion welcomes and encourages all caregivers to sttend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can quickly become ex-
hamsted, raumatized and isolated, and this new group mtends to provide support,
friendship, education, information and referrals for caregivers. Monthly meetings
hald on the first Friday of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
There will be opporiunities for caresivers to tell their storiss, leam nsefl tips,
irade mformation snd give and gain support to ofhers in the same sifuation.

For further information sbout the proup and the mesting pleass contact Snzanne
Bussell at (714) §14-5867 or Janet Ouzts at jmutonzts(@yaboo. com.

Huospice of the Eloe Ridze Craz-In for Hospice—— Car Show & Swap MMest—
September th at 2:00 to 4:00 Donation Entry Fee—Downtown Bakersville, IO
Hext to Fire Dept. Classic, Muscle Spons & Costom Cars, Trecks snd Motor-
cveles Prizes-Faffles-binsic-Food & Drinks Local Crafis.

Alitchell County Chamber - 28th Annnal Overmountain Victory Celebration

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

September 14-17, 2017 At the hMuseum of North Carolina Minerals Milepost 331
on the Blue Ridee Paroaray
Schedule of Events

School Days From 9200 2m o 2:30 pm on Thorsday, Sept 14 and Friday, Sepe.
15 Area school children will participate in special demonstrations. Fessrvations
are required. Contact Fanger Faison at 828-348-3519.

Encampment Open to the Public From 200 am o 2:00 pm on Sstorday, Sept.
16 Be—enactors will demnonstrate crafts and skills of the Revolutionsry War pertod
throughout the day.

Pe-ensciment of the Barie of King's Mountzin held at the Historic Orchand
at Altapass at 2:30 pm on Sztorday, Sept 16, The reenactment will be held at the
Historic Orchard located three miles porth on the Parkway af milepost 328

Candlelizht Tours 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm on Saturday, Sept. 16
Take zn evening tour by condlelizht through s Fevolitionary War period encamp-
ment and cxich a glimpse of history.

Drum Hezd Beligions Sanice Sunday, Sept. 17 10-:00 am Service conducted in
the style of A colomisl service to conchide the event.

Womnen Seelking God Freedom Beireat “Inviting ladiss of all ages, to join us for
our 5th anonal Freedom Fetreat at High Pastures Betreat Center in Bumswille, 1C
on Ooctober Gth-Tih, Char theme this year is becoming women who “Let Go and
Trust God™ If you often find yourself trying to take control of people and sim-
attons instead of tastng God with them or consumed with fear and worry, this
year is for vou! We want o become women with deep roots planted by the living
water, that don't fear or wormy but remain green and foit bearing even in the ses-
sons of dronght as Jeremiah 17:7-8 states,

Yon will hear testimonies from local wormen Lacey Canmon, Eim Hobart, Tor-
dan Honeyoutt, Olivia Grindstaff snd Shelley Grindstaff who are leaming to kst go
and must (God with the people and simations in their lives. Worship will be led by
Jordan Anglin This is 3 non-denominational event lead by Shelley Grindstaff She
kas a beart to ses the body of Chost joined together in worship and broken women
find the freadom that is only found in Jesns Christ and the Troth of His Word.

It begins at 530 on Friday October 6th with dinmer at High Pesmres followead
by worship and spesker from §:43-9. Sanmday, it begins st Bam with breakfast
followed by worship and speakers from 9am -2pm with lnnch being semved at 12
Ciost is 355 for room and 3 meals. Staying is encouraged to bave fornsed tme
with the Lord, away from distractions but there is option of conference only for
£5 if you cannot stay for whole conference Mesls can be purchased separatedy
as well. Bepistration and deposit for room and meals are needed by Sept. 25th
Space 13 hmited. Registrations can be picked np and dropped off at Hipgins TTMC
clvarch office in Bumsville or contact Shelley Grindstaff at sgri ATVANCEVIL
et to receive by email or with guestioas call 284-6846. Also look up Yancey
Women Seeking God on Facebook.

Shelley and her hushand have been serving together in minisiy for 24 years.
She has led wormens ministry called Mary Miimdstries for 16 years at the varons
churches they have served at. They are curmently attending The Bridze Chauorch
Spruce Pine. Her hnshand Steve is also filling in @5 interim pastor at South Estatoe
Baptist in Bumswville. She works as a nurse in the Yancey Smadent Heslth Centers.
They have two beautiful teenspers. Caleb, who will be leaving in September to 2o
on mission with YWAR] and Olivia 2 junder at MHHS who will be speaking with
her mom this year.

Aitchell Counity Hivtorical Society Sept 18—History of Hamis Schonl—7Tpm
Hams Middle School Anditorinm  Chris Hollifield will present the story of how
the Harmis School was foundad and discoss its rich history fhrongh the years.

Mitchell-Yancey Substance Abmse Task Force - Ammal Dimz Take-Back Day:
Sawve the Diate! Each year, the Mitchell Yancey Substance Abuse Take Force
MYSATF collaborates with local Iaw enforcement, local pharmacies and phamma-
cists, and task force vohmteers to collect wmyanted amsed prescoption medica-
ton from conmmmity members. To date. ower 500 0060 pills {from 2010 to 2013}
and 456 additional pounds of dmzs (from 2014-2015) have been collected and
zafely disposed of. This vesr our ammial “Thug Taike Back Day™ will be hald on
Septamber 23rd at the Prescription Pad in Bumeville.

The Substance Use and Mental Heslth Fesonree Goide which we release every
two years is available. This one is from 2016 with the pew one to be released
spring 2018, so this may have some ontdated information (Celebrate Becovery is
oot listed in this bof will be in the 2018 version), tat I hoped this wonld zive yon
an idea of what few resources are located in Yancey and Mitchell Connties, as
well as those respurces in Westem MC out of connty. These can be accessed on the
web =ite.

3rd zmmaal Western Fepion Recovery Bually will take place on Saturday, Sep-
tember Sth at Lake Tonsluska where it was last year. Once I get more information
abont this event, T will send owt an email to the Task Force as we have besn in-
vited to have a tahle bers. A wonderful event - buot again_ a bit of a drive for those

In our Commmmity.

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast, the first
Setorday esch month, 7:30 — 10-30 am, &t the old Methodist Church, across from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemade sausage, scrambled egps, gravy, jellies,
juice and coffee. Eat in or take-out, all funds support the Tipton Hill Community
Foundstion

Eegional Artist Project Crant Workshops This Month - The REegional Artist
Project Grant (FAPG) deadline 1s October 13, 20017 Artsts seeking to apply are
encouraged to sitend one of the FREE grant-writing workshops. The first work-
shop will be held on Anzust 24 at 4pm in the Bornsville Gallery (102 W hzin

Smrest). The second is scheduled for August 20 at the Arts Resource Cenper
Spruce Pine (2nd foor, 269 Oak Axvenns’). The workshops will last approxmatedy
one hour Grant requirements will be discnssed and any individoal grant idess
evalnated. Toe Biver Arts, in collaboration with Avery Connty, Buncombe and
Madison county ants conmcils, and the Morth Caroling Arts Council, 2 division of
the Culural and Watursl Bescurces Diepartment, provides fimding throngh BABG
for projects (in all arts geare} that enkance an artist™s carest; the workshops ams
highly recommended Fegismation is required. Please call 825-882-T215.

Women's Prayer Breakfast: If yon would like to join a group of women who
are dedicated to praying, leaming abont God’s will, and fellowshippmg, come join
us for breakfast at DT's in Sproce Pine, We will be ending by 10:00am. Open to
all-for more mfommstion call Barbara Hammell ar 828-467-3644 or email at bar-
baraly@bronews. com.

Yancey County

Calvary Chapel Asheville - S5prace Pine - Calvary Chapel Charch in Asheville
is sponsonng a home fellowship and Bible Smdy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is keld on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm at 7% Szan Dir. (Estatoe ares—off Brushy
Creek Fd). We are smdying the Gospel of Jobn comently:. Call Jobn Jackson Té0-
T33-3790 for informatnon snd directions. And bring your Bible

Carolina Moontains Literary Festival- September 7-2, 2017, Bumsville, WC.
Twenty-five free author readings. free concert. Registranon reguired for Sanmday
Epynote with James Beston, Jr., Banguet, three writing workshops, altered book-
making workshop. cmlitfest org

Yhocey Connty Mealy on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volontesrs needed to dalmver
meals fo Yaocey Counaty shut-ins, any weskday, 1030 am - noon. If you would
like to volanteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-8011.

Weaverville Wellness Fair Ssfurday, September 23, 2017 8:30am to 12:00pm
Wesverville United Methodist Church §5 1. Kain Steet FREE HEALTH
SCEEENIMNGS Mission Hospital Weaverville Fire Deparmment Woodfin YWCA
Foot Bx Asheville Project Linus Project T A F_E. Pisgah Lepal Services YRICA
of WHC Buncombe County EMS Seniors Helping Semiors Southeastern Physical
Therapy Weaverville Yioes Helpmate The Preschool Cutresch Project Meals on
Whesls Dlmmtain Mobility Weaverville Police Departrent Buncombe Coanty
Sheriff*s Office The Vitamin Shoppe T Cooperative Extension Jenmwy To The
Flescue The Healing House of Weaverville Sally Ekzirel, Certified Healer/Coumn-
selor Optix Eye Care Radiation Therapy Associates of WINC Publix Pharmacy
haureen McDonnell, BN/ Tairitionists Choice Weaverville United Methodist
Church Asheville Heart CPE, LLC Brizn Center of Weaverville EXHIBITORS
INCLUDE: WELLWESS PRESENTATIONS: 8:30am "Genile Yogs' (with chairs'
sppropriate for sentors) Barbara Shauer & Darleen BensonWeaverville Yoga
2:30am Meet The Healing House Practfioners” Ann Peterson, L Ac, (MWewo-Acoa-
punciurst’ Herbalist)yLinds Letowrnesn, OTE/L, (Oooopational Therspy and El-
der care))’ Deborah Schuldes, (Feiki Master) 11:00zm Hands Only CPR—Lamy
Piows, Asheyille Heart CPR, LLC 11:00xm "Strong Yoga' (a sample of Ashtangs
& Yoga Inbound) Tonathan Hamrah & Fandi Tanelle/Weaverville Yoga

Parloway Plavhouse--Jeff Meszer and Graham Livensood play fdval Country
Chab Directors fighting for the ammal golf tonmament cup in Paroaray Play-
howse's production of Een Ludwig's The Fox on the Fairway numing September
2nd-16th. Tickets are available at wamparkwayplaybouse com or by calling
BIE-GE2-4285.

Onver the pext several months, the group of “owver 507 reading thespians will be
sharing ifs stories with sudiences of all ages in our conmnity. For more foforms-
on sbout the Parkway Players or how to bring them to your orzanizstion please
visit www parkwayplayhouse com or call EXE-G82-4785

September 2017 FREE Classes from the Maviand Small Business Center:
Introduction o Socisl Media Marketing (2.5 Hours) 95, T, 5:30-8:00 pm.
Mitchsll

Which Social Media Site 15 Best for my BusinessT (2.5 Hours) 97, TH, 5:30-3:00
pum. Bitchell

WEEK (JE: How to Start & Finance 3 Small Business (3 Hours) 9011, B, 5:30-
8:30 pm. Mitchell

Connect with Your Customers by Telling Your Story (2 Hours) 3713, W, 3:30-7:30
pm. TRAC Arnt Besource Center, Spmace Pins

WEEK TWO: How to Wiite 2 Business Plan (3 Howrs) 9718, M, 530-830 pm.
Birchell

Small Busmess Wrap Up (2 Hoors) 318, T, 5:30-7:30 pm_ Yancey

Class Three: Posting, Toreeting, and Blozzins to Build Sales (2.5 Hours)
9718, T, 5:30-8:00 p.m Mizchell

Crafiing Effective Advertising Piches and Ads (3 Hours) 221, TH, 5:30-8:30
pam. Mewland

Class Four: Social Media Management Strategies for Business (2.5 Hours)

@21, T, 5:30-8:00 p.m Mischell

WEEK THEEE: Marketing your Business (3 Hours) 325, b 5:30-8:30 pm.
hlirchell

Etsy, eBay, Amazon? Best Online Sales Plarforms for Artists (2 Hours)

27T, W, 5:30-T7:30 pom. TRAC Ant Fesource Center, Spruce Pine

To learn more or register for 2 class, contact Allen Cook &t the Mayland Small
Business Center today. Call {(E28) T66-1205 or email acock{@mayland edu. Get

vour business going and growing!

warw. brenews com
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1116 Rutherford Road « Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner
(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community

"‘.LI' i -
,}_Q% and a greener environment. _ LA 7
\ﬁ /o \_/

\_f
Ask about our ongoing recyeling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to Hospice of McDowell County.

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Marlene's Meditations

The Fower of Fragrance

By Marlene Houk
Burke Couniy

Slowly my danghier opened the file folder, sneezing at
Papers littered with long ago importance slipped off her
lap. Tartered bits of memaories teased the edpes ofher
thoughts as sounds of long apo lanshter bubblad some-
where near her heart. Ten years stretched bahind her with
its faint fraces of fendships, shared joys and halved
frustrations. Grades and grins traced the pathways of her mind a5 she waveled long
forgotten paths. With 3 simple whiff we often are transported instantly to the exact
same emodions and resctions that may have surged withinus a decade ago.

The next time you pop a couple of almonds in your mowth, think of a twin et of
braim stactares that are named afier the almond. They are tiny components whosa
name comes from the Greek wiich means almond. They are called the amygdala,
they help ws to recall the emotons associzted with events. These small sepments of
the brain's memaory system empowersd noy dsughter to recall with hipghinime clamty
the memnries of years past and to relive the emotions associated with thar tme.

In an omline article from MBC news, an expert cordfinms thar smmiell is connected
to cur memories. “Smells do bring back memoriss,” says Dr. Ken Heilman James
E. Fooks Jr. Distinguished Professor Weurelozy and Health Psycholosy at the Uni-
versity of Florida and & member of AAN. “5mell gees o the emotional parts of
the brain and the memory parts, whereas words go into thinking pants of the brain.”
The article goes on to quote him as sayinz, “When you smell things you remember

VOUI SmOotons ... it's very, very me,”
hitp:/farticles mercola.comy/sites articles archive 201 508 06 smells-rizzer-memo-
res.aspx

How mfinitely wise our Creator is fo desipn ws with the sense of smell, connect
it to cur emotionsl memories and then hath the experience of smell with the weight
of spiritusl sirnificance! We mnderstand the power of 2 memory of fragrance to
bring plaasure. recall povous imes and attach an emotion for a lifstime The fol-
lowing werse wses the word pictare of fragrance to explain its spinusl significance.
Jast as a new haby exmdes sweemess and love with his or ber newbom smells, so
God considers us as newhorn babes in Christ, a sweet reminder of His Son and the
nystery and majesty of the spirimal new birth. Upon acceptine Him as Savior, we
immediawely desire the “sincere milk of the word.™ (1 Peter 2:2) And all around are
sisters and brothers who catch a whiff as they snupzle the new life.

2 Corinthians 2:15 sayz, “For we are wnfe God a nweet savour gf Christ, in fhem
rhat are seved, and in them that perish:

When we belonz to God, we become a sweet savor of Chnst, wafing the fra-
erance of His love and longimg for all to come to Him and find rest for their souls.
Just ms wamm cinnamon buns fresh from the oven create A longing to taste ome, 50
we, 5 Christisne, can create that same longine az we allowr the swest fragrance
of His love to waft from 1= and into the direct path of those around us. Practcally
spedking, Philippians 4:18 and Proverbs 279 advise us bow to send the sweet-
smelling gifis of the fagrance of Christ into the hearts of those around ws. It is
through the:

1. zenile evervday gifts of meeting needs and the
2. sweet coumsel of a fiend that is willing fo listen and o enter info a Cconversation
designed to beal and to help.

My damghter foumd what she was looking for m that tatered file folder. How-
ever, the memories lingered followmmg her gently thronghout the day, and they
berame fopics of conversation as she remembered her colleze friends and the zood
times of youth. Roch like thess memonies, the fraprance of our Christismity lingers
after we leave the presence of others, perhaps proropiing then to firther talk about
the swest fragrance of Jesus and His love. The next time you immerse yoursalf in
the fragrance of nostalgic memvories that bring a smile, remember that a life of pure
dewotion to Christ can bring a sweet fragrance into the keart of those whose lives
are desperate for 4 gentle reminder of God’s all-encompassing love for them!

Marlene Houk is a reguiar confributor to Blue Ridge Christian Nows. Her passion
iz to delve deeply inte fhe ruths gf Bilile women and fo dizcuzs those in Bikle
Studies called Backstaee Pass fo Bible Women. She and her huzband dizconver jay;

nurrure, and chalienge in their church. Her confact is marlenehoulkabellsourh. net

Women = Men = Children

Heconnocnes Geawuly Saloe
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- Hair
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= Cuts

= Highlighting

Wicky Hutcher
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Unity in God's Work

By Marcus Benfield
Mitchell County

Hally everyone, I trust you are happy i the Lord as
we begin o snficipate the beantifinl Fall Colors hers in
Western Worth Careling. Onur area will zee a lot of trawal
vet for the next several weeks a5 mamy come to look at
the changing leaves. People will come from all around
fromm a1l walks of life, howeirer they will be unified in
one fact; they all want to see the besutiful colors.

That is the subject I want to deal with this mooth
{(Unity). God gets glory when His people unite as we expenenced on Augnst
12, 2017 ar our Back to School Bash where 10 Churches and 13 business came
together from all across our comouanity of farth and saw God get the Glory as we
fed, wimessed o, offered fon & Games, Christan music, as well as school sup-
plies to over 350 people. How? Becanss of Unity.

By way of infrodnction let me say, when we and'or our friends are facmg trials
we sppreciate those who pray for us.

Before Fesns went to the cross, He praved for every person who would be saved
by Him,

Tohn 17:20-21 - "Neither pray I for these alone, bui for them alzo which shail
Dalieve on me through their word, That they all may be one; as thow, Farher, art in
mig, and I in thee, that they alzo may be one inows: that the warld may balieve that
thow hast sent me. "

Pleasze notice that Jesus prayed for the unity of those who wounld trust Him®
This is 8 umity of every maly bom again Christian This unity is to be a testimomy
fo those who do not kmow Christ as Savior.

Pzahm 133:1 states the mmportance and beanty of this kind of Godly unity.
"Behold, how good and how pleazant 1 iz for brathren to dwell together in waiy™
Loaoking at other portions of Scripture. we can find some of the ways thers shonld
be unity amone true believars.

I UNITY OF PERSONALITY - CHILDEEN OF GOD - John 1:12

Very often we sy, "He's just like his father”, or "5he's just like her miother. ™
We tend 1o have personality fraits sinular to the personakity traits found in our

Arcording to John 1:12, a person who 1= saved is 3 child of God.

The moment 3 person is saved the Holy Spint does a work in his life and be is
chanzed. John 3:1-8, I Connthizans 5:17

As children of God, we should now all demonstrate some of the personality
chiaracteristics of our Heavenly Father.

God 1= forpiving. We are to forgive.

God cares abont the physical well-being of others. We should care shout the
physical well-being of others.

Grod is holy. We should strive for boliness in our cam lives. IPefer 1:15-16

II. UNITY OF FURPOSE - AMOS 3:3 & Ecclesiastes 4:0-12

We cannot walk tozether in vnity unless we are in agreement. We st agres
on the purpose of our lives. I believe every one of ns should have a three-fold
parpose for living. If all Christians have these purposes, we will be umified!
1. To Love and Obey God - bstthear 22:37
2_To Lowve Each (rther - Marthew 72:38, John 13:34-35
3. To Win Souls to Faith in Christ - Matthew 28:19-20, I. Peter 3:15, Mark 16:15

III. UNITY OF FOWER - THE HOLY SPIEIT - Ephesians 1:19-23, 3:16,
518, Acts 1:8

Pl prayed that the Ephesians would understand the pow-
er that is at work mside of them (Ephesians 1:19-23). He also
praved thar the Holy Spirit would sirenzthen them within.
Later, he commanded us to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). There

will be unity a5 the Holy Spirt controls all who are saved!

IV. UNITY OF FRAYER - Ephesians 6:18, 1 Timothy 2:1-4, Acts 2:42, Acts
4:31

When the church unifies in prayer, God does wondarful things!

In comchision let me say I maly believe God desires umity in the Church and in
the lives of His people. All Churches who preach the Gospel of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesns Christ are & part of The Church and we should simive to work mgether to
evangealize our county for the Glory of God!

I also want to say a Hearifelt Thank you to the Following Churches and Busi-
nesses whocame together in unity to make this day a Great Success!!

The following charches from across 3 connties wers directly involved with our
event!

Crab Orchard FWE., Spruce Pine Fist Baprist, Spruce Pine Methodist, Ala-
pass Bapast, Liberty Hill Baptist, Baar Creek Baptist, The Brides Chorch, Bemry
Chap=l Baptist, Lilly Branch Baptist, and Bolen's Creek Bapiist.

The following Businesses also gave ns nch needed belp and support!

Bhae Ridze Christian Hews, Fun Time Inflatsbles, Pittman Signs, Stamey's,
Lays potate chip, Little Debbie snack cakes, Vallen, WEYE-WTOE, Mayland
Conymmity College, Calebrate Becovery, Mounmin Compmnity Health, Minchall
Ciounty Health Deparonent, and Shoes fior Sharing,

So, yvou see precions readers, If we come together in unity God can do great
things! Let us contirme to work together and take our communities back froom the
destraction that satan has bronght sbout throngh dnags, aloohol, sexmal perver-
zion as well 25 a host of other things. If we stand as The Chaoch the chureh Fesns
referred to as "Wy Charch"”; Then the gates of Hell cannot presail against ic!

Dir Benfield is the Senior Pastor gf Alrapass Bapnst Church im Spruce Fine. He

Jormarly pastared m Alexandar County, NC for 20 vears befbre coming to Alta-
pass i Octobar 2011

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

n Personaliz |.:|| arc

Medicaid Covered Services Other Services

cxcellence

- In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
- ZAP Choice = WA Homemaker Service
- Pediatric Murse Aids = Companion/Sitter
= Respite

Ouir in-Home Aldes are suparvised by a regisfersd nurse
wha is avallable during alf hours warked by the alde.
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US House of Representatives NC District H

Dfark has spent his recess time tournng and ses-
ing the people of his district. So proud of how he
keeps his pulse on the people who elecred him.

2022255401
warwmesdows howse pow

FX derozpace Team-seeing their facility

L}pﬂr_ﬂm'ay Firg Departmant-Presenting ir
mongy

Morth Eamhmamtanmt ConCeive ufaﬂ:munhaeﬂley could be fired fior miscomduct or lying on their application forms aod then get their jobs back. However,
the Internal Revenne Service has made a practice of just this and. for the second time, has been caught by the IRS wachdos.

A recent report from the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administraton {TIGTAJ found that 200 of the 2,000 emplovees that were rehired o work at the TRS
from Japuary 2015 to March 2016 were origimally fired for substanaated performance or conduct issues, inclading willfully failing to file axes. While working for the
Fovernment agency responsible for collecting taxes.

In response, I have reinfroduced the Ensuring Intesrity in the IRS Workforce Act of 2017. Thas bill, 5. 1643, would bar the TRS Commissioner from rehitmg employ-
epg separated from the azency doe to sweh issues. The rampant sbnse at the TRS has contirmed and thrived for far too long, and the time to put a stop o these srocions
practces is mow.

The American people are sick and tired of Washington at its worst. We have Americans payving the salanes of IRS workers who have repeatedly cheated the very
movernment they took an oath fo serve, and a Conundssioner who won't hold them accountable I've had enough and I know you have too.

This month, the Senate Democrats ceased their Blockade of the President’s key staff. allowing more than seventy mominees to move through the Senate. More indi-
viduals were confirmed to Dmportant posts across the federal povemment in one affiemoon than in the previous six months combined. Hopefully this is a sizgn of things
1o come 5o that we can let expenienced individuals get to work in critical posidons to serve the American people.

I was prowd o have led hearings for a few of these individuals: David Glawe of Iowa, the new Under Secretary of Infellipence and Anslysis for the Deparment of
Homeland Security, and Susan Gordon of Virginia, the new Principal Depury Director of Mational Intellipence. These dedicated public servants have spent their lives
working to protect their country, and I'm thankfil for their willingness fo sarve their country vet again.

I am also humbled to see several former staff members poing on to important pesitions throwghout the administration. I am gratefinl for their work on behalf of Worth
Carolinianz and I know they']] bring the same dedication to all of the Americans they now serve.

The astonishing level of obstructon in the Senate has come to & brief Iull, snd T am encouraged w see Senators working together for te betterment of the American
people. There are still many pominess that have been considered by their respective committess but have yet to be confirmed. When Congress returns. we should pick
up right where we left off.

L] W

Since 207, the Wational Human Trafficking Hotline has received 3, 70{ phone calls and logzed NC Sﬂ-’ﬂﬂtﬂ Dﬁmcr 47
mparly 900 cazes regarding homan rafficking in our state. This ranks Morth Carolins in the top ten
most rafficked states in the nation Even more cases go unreponted, making this hicrative criminal
activity a difficnlt one to confrol and prosecute. Char state can do better. In this spirit, and with 3 commimment to curbing 3 damagzing
cycle of servitude, danger, and vielence endured by the victims, the Genersl Agsembly passed Senats Bill 548 which deals 3 blow
the criminal snd inlamane scovity of humsan mafficking. Behind escort services, the second highest prevalence of noman wafficking
iz found in the massaze and bodywork industry. While many massage and bodywork establishments are reputable, soome operate as a
front for lnuman trafficking.

Senate Bill 548 —— Strengthen Human Trafficking Laws/Smdies, sponsored by Senators Fandleman, Diamiel, and Brock, combats
this illicit rade, throueh the following:

* Establishes standards for and reguires licensure of establishments providing mas=age and bodvwork therapy services throngh regu-
lation by the X.C. Board of Massage and Bodywork Therapy.

* Raquires massage and bodywork therapists to obéain a statewide privilege licenss,

* Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor to employ any person to provide massage and bodywork therapy services to the public who is not

Licensed to provide snch services and is not excempt from licensure requirements. Sen Ralsh Hise
* Increaces the falony level for human mafficking. Mow, adult traffickimg is a Class C felony and child trafficking is & Class B1

felomy. Ralph Hise(@incleg net
 Directs the Department of Health and Human Services to study the feasibility of providing human trafficking training to haalth cara 919-733-3460

providers, emergency medical providers, and relevant first responders.

Mot subject o regulation are on-site massage performed at the cnstomer’s locaton; establishments within a3 hospital, nursing home.
or similar facility licensed by DHHS; massage and bodywork therapy provided by a sole practidoner; student clinics operated by a
Board-approved school, or massage and bodyvwork therapy programs offered by accredited comonunity colleges, collepes, or universi-
ties; and chiropractc physician offices in which massape and bodywork therapy is prowvided only by a massage and bodywoerk thera-
p:slshcmsad m Morth Carelina.

This bill provides law enforcement, a5 well 235 the massage and bodvwork therapy's regulatory and licensing board with the neces-
zary tools to stop the crime of rafficking at its source, before it can even begin

As abways, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state govenument by emailing me at ralph hize(@ncleg net or call-
ing me ar 919-733-3460.
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campairn m the Soviet Union.

* In 2001, the Taliban destroyed Gth century Bnddha statues they declared to be “heretical idols.™

= I5IS has destroved countless historical monmments and artifacts. Their acts have been referred to as a “cultoral cleansmg ™

We are Americans. We pressrve onr past and our heritages so we may leam from our successes and our failures.
Diestraction of monuments dedicated to historical fipures and heroes of our past will not delete the history they represent. In fact,

their destruction will only divide us fimther

Today, the target of culmral cleansing is Civil War and Confederate momuments. If vou support destroction of moouments to that part
of our shared history, who is to say mooonents o 3 part of history you want to profect won't be a target tomomow?

Diestmction of moouments is a slippery slope, indeed.

NC House District 118

The destruction of momunents and other objects of remembrance throughout history did not erase the history they represented.

= In 1944, Maz Gemany destroved mumerows buildings, castles and parks in Poland.
* From 1950 to 1964, Mikita Ehmshchev closed and/or destroved more than 10,08 mosthy-mural churches as part of his anti-relimions

Fep. Michele I Presnell

Humdreds of thousands of Americans died during the 1.5, Civil War. Moomnents and statues across our state commemaorate the sacn-  Michele.

fices of some 40,000 MNorth Carolinians who died durimg the war — and the families who sacrificed with them.

919-733-5732

In 2015, Ivoted i favor of a bill that protects all monuments across our state equally from destmcton and removal. I stand by that

vote, and I will pot vote to lessen the protection of moopuments should the occasion aniss,

If wou were to dedicate your tine and enerzy to erecting 3 monument today, would von want future generations to tear it down i a
fit of shont-sighted rage? Mo, you dedicated your time and enerpy to that purpose because yon wanted fotare generations to remember

Monuments that our forbearers built should remain 5o we and fonre seneratons may learn from our past.
Wilkfial destmaction of property against monnments dedicated to our past and the general lawlessness and vielence that sumonnded
acts of the past wesk cannot be tolerated. I suppont the Durham County sheriff's decision fo charge those involved in the desmaction of

3 mommment in Durkam on Monday.

Gow. Boy Cooper said this week that momoments should come down, and the history they represent belongs in nmsenms and text-
beeokis. If e mot his way, removal of that kistory from textbooks and omsenms would be next.
You canmot rewrite our history, Gov. Cooper. I will not be party to any amenipt to do so.
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Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

LoCATED ON Hwy, 226 BESIDE THE P&R VALEROD

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed

We have a huge variety of items including;

Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,
bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection ~Great Prices ~Great Cause
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Yesterday and Today
By Allen Buchanan
Mitchall County

The other day I drove oy dad to The Produce Stand
at Grassy Creek [ sat in the van while dad and others
shopped m the pouring rain. In front of me was a large bin =
overflowing with fresh peaches. They were simply besuti- | Pl
ful and inviting. I thought surely Dad wonldn't overlook N
them_ He didn't and on the way home I asked kim for one. | th h
I couldn't remember the last time I sunk ny teeth into a
fresh peach.

Ac T satf eating the peach, I didn’t take the fime to pesl it. Once I split it open
and removed the seed it was all mine. Bitmp into it, sweet juices ran ont of the
comers of my menth and off ooy chin. T had 3 thonght fiood my mind from my
youth. One summer, vy Uncle Dewitt Buchanan had gone to SC and gotten 2
pickup toad of peaches. I happened to be at his house on the day he was gomg o
sell them. In the §0's, salesmen wonld zo door-to-door. My consins, Brooks and
Eeith, helped their father and I gof to ride along.

Selling peaches door-to-door may have been a job for some families, or it could
have been considerad a min-
isiry even though money was
mmvolved. It gave mamy people
the oppormmity to have fresh
fruit they may not be ahle to
have otherorise.

Fruit and produwce wasn't the
only products that a salesman
miight deliver to your door. En-
cyclopedias, Bibles, cookware,
vaonum cleaners and religion
ware 2]l sold in that fashion
Yes, eligion came mte our
comuommnites by way of door-to-door salesmen who often shared false doctrines.
In some states, this sHll oooars. I've often beard discussions as to why those deter-
mined people were eager to 2o door-fo-door. Yet most Christians do not visit thedr
neizhbors to share Fesns.

Now stop for a moment and comsider howr times have changed. Tochnolomy has
brought so nmach more be our homes. Mearly every item you once had 1o go to a
store o purchass can be bought online. We sre no longer visited by door-to-door
salesmen who may also bring one false docrine. Cuor ninds are challenged con-
stanthy by every religion known to man. Whether it reaches us by way of radio,
television, compuier, smariphone or video game, as Christians we've got to know
what's right and wrong. As Ephesians 6:13 (ETV) reminds ns:

Whergfore take unte you the whole armour gf God, that ye may be able fo with-
stand i the @il day, and having dong all, fo stand.

Now I beseach vou, brarthnen, mark them which caure divisions and gffences
contrary fo the dociring which ye have learmed; and avoeid them. For thay that are
such serve not our Lord Jesus Cheist, butt therr own beily: and by pood words and
Juair speoches decerve the haarts of the rimple. Fomans 1617-18 ETV

EY

Sy

Selfless Ministry
By Lois Dancan
Famecay Conniy

I had conwinced myself that I was too old to do anything for
the Lord, and was praying that somehow I conld tell young
people to “go and do™ while they could. And, that there is so
och work to be done for the Lord; souls thar need 1o be saved.
Tt was with these prayers that “Shoes for Shanng" was bom.

Ome day at work I was onf on the plaveround with the kids. It was a beautifnl
fall day and the children were running and playing. Right in front of me were tono
little boys. I noticed that the sole of one of the shoes of the first hiffle boy was all
tom off and his shoelaces were way too lonz. The side was ouf of the other Little
boy's shoe and he could not Keep them on his feet. It was at this point that God
spoke o me and said “See, you aren't too old to do something. These kids need
shoes and so do many more just like them This is to be your minisay.™

Proverls 3:5-6 says, “Trustin the
Lard with ail thing heart; and lean
nof unte thing own wederstanding. In
all thy ways ackeowledes kim, and he
shall dinect thy paths. ™ 1 had never
done anything ke this before and had
oo idea how to start T stood up on
Sunday moming smd told my charch
what God had called me o do. Before [
the day was over, God had ziven me the
name for the ministry, shoes, money for - = =
shoes, and a shoe closet. At this point I could say, He was directing my path

Orver the past two and a kalf years [ have been able to give away countless pairs
of shoes to children ranging from infants to teenagers. Onoe of the greatest bless-
ings I receive is seeing the reaction of jov and excitement when a child receives
a pair of shoes. They are so happy. Itis such a jov 1o see a voung child who has
received a pair of shoes stomp around, especially those that have received shoes
that Light up!

I have shared thiz minisiry and have been able to disoibute shoes thronzh dif-
ferent organizations such as social services, school systems snd churches. Mo
matter the size or type of shoes needed,
God has always made 2 way for me o
provide them. Twas owerjoyed to be
zble to give sway 103 pairs of shoes at
the event sponsored by the Bhae Ridze
Christian Mews and local churches.
Philippians 4:19 says, “But my God
shall supply all vour needs according
fo his riches in glory By Chrizt Jezus ™
He has been faithfnl in providmg for
every need for this mimistry.

If wou know of 3 need for shoes
please contact me. Please pray for this
ministry that it can be nsed for the fortherance of His Kingdom.

[Eoy=

Allem Buchanan is a frealance Christian writer dllen attends Bear Creek Baprisi

Loiz Dumean Iz a member of Bolens Creek Raptist Church. Tou cam contact her at
(B28) 284-2223 ow loisdumcan 4043 gmail comm.

our:

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

Contact one of our knowledgeable agents todm

Let us assist you with:

« Medicare Supplements

» Medicare Advantage

» Prescription Drug Plans

» Individual Health Insurance
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Providing veu knowledgeable assistance

and high quality service.
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275 North Main Street * Marion, NC 28752

828.652.1553 local = 888.528.1553 toll free

* Medicare Annual Enroliment Starts Oct. 15th
* Individual Health Care Enrollment (ACA) Starts Nov. 1st

We have been proudly serving Western NC for over twenty years and will always confinue
ie affer vou quahiy products and a staff that cares about you long after the sale.
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A Meditation+

The Name Of Jesus |s One OF The

Greatest Names In The World!
By Timothy Eller
MeDowell Couniy

His name was achally not given to him by his mother
and father. His name was given to him by an angel:

Lumke 1:30-31.

30 And the angel said weto her, Fear nod, Mary: for thou

hupst foumd fimeour with God.

31 And, behold, thon shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt

cail iz name JESTE
e o The angel stated that his name would
be called Jatus.

Luke 2:21

21 And when @ight days warg accom-

plished for the circeumcising af the
child, iz mame was calied JESLTS,
witich was 5o named of the angel
bygfore he was concatvaed in the wamb.
Iszizh &:4

& For unto us a child is born, unto

ur @ ran i gham: and the gavern-
miant shall be upon kiz shoulder: and
hiz name shail be called Wonderfid,
Counzellor, The mighty God, The
qveriasting Father, The Prince af

Peace

His name is said to mean Jehovah has
become our salvation or deliverer.

F being manslated "God with Uz " (Mat-
= thew 1-23)
Acrsatll_ﬁmﬁwrsﬂmmhurmmmamw Jor there 15 none other Hama
under hemaen given among men, wherely we mus? be saved.
S0 my question, I leave with Yo, who was this Jesus?

Tim Ellgr sraduated from Caroling Graduate School gf Divimity and has been
imvalved i prisen and jail minizory for the past fifteen years. Currently he i
aperaning in the capacity of a servant of Jazus Choeist.

Fundraiser

Town of Valdese

Main Street Walking Tours

Valdese, MC —Anznst 16, 2017 — The Vildese Main Strest Pro-

Eram has completed phase one of the “Then & MNow Walking Tomr™
of Downiown Vakdese. With the elp of due public_ the Valdese Biain
Street Promngions Conumities was shle to feanme tall tales, brief
recalled histories and images for over 20 buildings in the downiown
et

A “Comummmity Sharing™ event that was hald af fhe (ld Fock
School on Febraary 27, 2017 helped to thrst the project forwand
wien over 25 Vildese Incsls came oo share thedr mensomies of dowmtown. In total over 60
people helped to miske phsze ane of te project cormplets.

“The Valdesa hiain Sirest Program is exramely excited o brng the “Then & Mo
Walking Tour™ to residents and visitors alike, ™ states hiiormssa Angi Commmmity Affairs
& Dolain Street Drirectar for the Town of Valdese. “This project will showcase old stones
shared between friends. enconrage saolling twmazh deamtown while takins visitors znd
residents on A walk doemn mernory lane.” The project began n 3 bramstomaing session
during & repular meeting with the Valdese Main Steet Promotions Comemities. “Locsls
refer i baildings bry thedr previoos usiness nanes, Ome example is the new coffes shop
that is planming to open 0 mid-Cciober. Instead of calling it Odd World Baking Conpamy,
stafes Anm Iocal sxy ab, yes you tom right at the old Saw-A-Center ™ Takings from this idea
the project bezan to Hourish. The Promotions Commttes began gathering old newspaper
Clippines, photos, and soores o share i the boplklet.

Ddemnmies of frvonte foods, hidng in clotring racke, first mosies. commmmity dances,
Eeiting info troukble and of course the farmous smell of the Waldensian Bakery are a few ex-
amiples of the stories shared in the poblication. “Since the Then & Mow Walking Tour was
released ar the Waldsnsian Festival we have enjoyed hearing te public dnckle 3= tey
resd throwgh it”, states Ang. A complimentary copy of the Then & MNow Walking Tour
booklet is availshle st the Old Fock School Toursm Cffice. which &= also the first stop as
you begin the walking tour. The bocklet can also be downloaded from visitvaldese com.

“T arm tremendoushy prond of dee hard work that has been puf info this project by the
Valdese Mam Street Program. We have a very dedicated group of comnines members
wiho work very hard to revitalize the WValdese doamiown district and to showease all that
aldese has i offer™ shares Angi.

The Valdess Wiain Serest Program is 8 conummity based orsaization devoted to the
redevelopment of Dowmtoom Valdese a5 an ides] place to bive, work, play and retire.
Meefings ame held on the first Thursday of every moath at the Old Fock School at 5:30mm

Morrisza Angr is Direcior gff Community 4 ffairs and Tourizm

h\ ‘Hospice and Palliative

Care of the (PBlue Ridge, ane.
Frormer{y ‘Hospice of { Witchell

“Making Each Moment Count”
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400 pm September 9077

Dawmaww - Bakersville, NC - (Neﬂ to Fire Dept.)

rts & Custom Cars,
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Easy Online Ordering

WITH OLUR MOELE AFF

et DOWNLOAD
t._... OUR APP TODAY!

, GET YOUR FIRST HEWARD
WHEN YOU DOWNLOAD %

Happy Father's Day
Tap the App for:

Exclusive specials & offers
Updates & notifications

Dnaltal Punch
Card Rewands

Dur menu
Mews, events & more!

82B-765-9151

BE ARG & .l #
WESTERN SIZZLIN SPRUCE PINE
- hpptteie =

South Hwy 226 » Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shopping Center

Lifeis guud?

Life is Good Tee Shirts
Men « Women * Children

New Fall Shipment

“SHOP LOCAL”

Grassy Creef
CLOYHING
12451 Hwy 226S., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

www. grassycreekclothing.com

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat 8:30am-5:30pm Closed Sunday
Thurs & Fri. 8:30am-7-00pm -G to Church

The Inspiring Word

Signs
Pastor Termry Cheek Th.T,
MeDoweall Coumgy

Thanks for retuming to another poblication of *“The
Blue Ridze Christan Mews™ and my article “The Inspir-
ingz Word™.

Smce our last BRCH was published there have been
many things fake place mternationally, nationally,
regionally aod even locally. These continwe to affect our
lives and bring concem info our homes. The crisis and concern brought into our
lives is the subject of our article this month With a topic, this broad there is no
way to cover it in detail with one article. We will begin leoking at crisis and con-
cem this month and continne as necessary o provide hope, encouragement and
strength from God*s word o vour life and home,

Probably the most intense moment at the begpinning of Anznst would arpuablby
be America’s standoff with Maorth Eorea. Anpone kaving real kncarledze of waorld
events knows that even though MNorth Korea is very small and very poor they are
alzo controlled by 8 very umstable dictator Eim Fong Un. Our oarrent ficns las
been tumed to WK ability to deliver a Muclear warkead o the U5, but let’s not
forget they also possess Chemicals and the ability to deliver biological weapons
a5 wall.

Amernica’s leadership found themselves i a very delicate situstion. Making the
wrong move &t the wrong time wonld have escalated a dangerons threat into a
situation bemg lived out for America and North Korea. While we don’t agree with
Eim Jong Un we do not want to bring the misery of Muaclear war to any buman.
However, our leaders were not going to allow that threat to be carried out against
our people aither. To say we were in & tense situation would be an inderstaterment.

As ] reflect om this event and the tension it brought fo our Ives, T am reminded
of a paszage from God’s word. Luke 21:25-18 "And there shall be signs in the
sun, angd in the moon, and x the stars; and ypon the earth distress of nafions, with
perplexify: the zeq and the waves roarimg; (281 Men's kearts failing them for foar;
and for lookmg qfter those things w.&znrmmmmg.:m the garth. for the powers
af heaven shail be shaken.  ERN T S Ry W
{271 And than shall they . - :
sew tha Som qf man com-
ing i a clowd with povwer
and great glory. (18) And
when these things begim fo
come to pass, then look up,
and Iff up vour heads; for
Jour pedaempiion draweth
nigh. ™

As the Lord tanght His
disciples about things that would take place shortly in Jerusalem He also spoke to
them on 2 breader level. Par of that teaching was given in the previous para-
eraph. While the events may not be in munerical order they are given as a general
warning and indication of Christs return. Distress of nations is obvious today. The
disress of natons like M.E. is obwious, but leoking beyond MNorth Kores, we find
distress which is just a5 dangerous, but very close to home. Recenily in Charlot-
tesville VA we saw an ugly situation escalate to a natonal lewvel with violence and
deception creeping into the hearts and lives of people everywhers. Bacism, once
thought to be larzely a pant of our history and something we had growm throngh
and put behind ws pagonally, has suddenly been reswrected. At least the fear of
racism lias been resurrected. Il not wse this articke as an opinion piece for
Charlpttesville, racism, the ali-right or alt-l=ft. Twill say this, racism is unjusti-
fied anger toward anocther person because of their color or race. There is no place
for it in the heart of a bom azzin Christian. To Hame racism on amything other
than nnconfessed sin is 3 sin itself. Teanng down history and even rewTiting it
will not erase it. Pretending sin doesn’t exist doesn't erase it either. When Jesus
zaid, “lpoking after those things which are coming on the earth”, He spoke about
being disoacted by events caused by sin and eventually result in greater sin. I fear
whar we wimessad in Charlottesville was a testimony of this statement. A borrible
act of violence perpemated by Satan fo destroy people for his plessure. Let’s be
careful and not get w0 wrapped up in the drama and the trauma that emoetion takes
s o & greater sin than we have already winessed T fear if we ars silenced ower
the tearing down of momoments we will soon find curselves facing the remmoval of
od’s word becanse it is considered offensive. The precedent for that argument is
being set today. Let’s prayerfully, and with lowe seek the Holy Spint's direction
through God's word and seek the right remedy for the crisis and concern we face.

Onir time kas come and pone, nntl next ime may God keep you firmby in His
exip!

Terry Cheek is Paztor of Cabvary Baptist Chuorch in Marion,

K& John's
Precision Auto .Body

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

www. brcnews.com
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Mitchell County SafePlace

SafePlace Tips for Back
to School Safety

By Tracy Black, Associate Director
Mirchell County

Mirchell County SafePlace is all shout keeping our-
selves and our children safe This concerm is mot just
centered around Domestic Violencs but in every aspect of
life mrhadmg Back to School. This month I'd like o use

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

HWelcomes You to

our space to give everyone some fips oo how to kesp your
children safe.
For Parents

= Be very clear with the school as to who may, not only check your children out
of school but who can pick them up as school lets out or at bus sfops. We snzzest

you keep this list short;, possibly yourself and one tosted friend or relative.

= Children know that we expact them to listen to their teachers i school but da
they also know that you expect them to listen and follew the metmactions of the

s drver? If not, make sure the children umderstand that the s
driver is leoking out for them and is trying his or her best o make
sure they remain safe.

= If your child's bus driver informs you of bebavior issnes,
PLEASE, take it seriously! It doesn’t mean your child is bad, just
that it conld distract the drver and jecpardize the safety of 20-30
other children.

= If ywou have a Domestic Violence Protective Order in place, make
sure the school not cnlby has a copy on file but also discuss with
them how the schoel will respond if the arder is violated om school
grounds or at school sponsored events.

= hiake sure you and vour child heave a “safe™ word that only you
and they know. Your child will ksow that amyone whe tells them
yon sent them to gef them isn't relling the fmath if that person
doezn’t know the “safe™ word.

For Eids

= If you have to cross the road getting on the tas, wait for the bus
fo stop, the door is open and the bus drover motions for you to
CTOSS.

= ATWAYS coss the road in front of the bus, HTEVEE. behind it.

= Dion 't wear headphones on the bus, especially during leading and
mnloading

= Mever bend down to fie your shoe or pick somesthing up when
yvou're crossing in fromt of the bus. The driver can't see yon and
you will be in danger,

= Follow all of the mles of the bus. They are there for your protec-
fom.

= Have a “safe” word with your parent{s). WEVEER go with amyone
who doesn’t know this word.

= Be a good role model. Your vounger brothers and sisters are
watching you and it is vour duty o show them the mght way to act.
For Dirivers

= Slow way down in school zones!

= Dion't chanpe lanes in a school zone there may be 3 child cross-
ing.

= Be extra cantions near high schools. There will be a dispropor-
fiomate munber of pew, inexpenenced drivers. We were all young
once =0 bot's look out for them!

= Stop at least 10 feet behind 2 school tuas. The dover needs o be
ahle to see you in his mirror. They are responsible for these young
liwes so they need to be able to see every potential hazard.
=WEVER, EVER, EVEF. pass a stopped school bos. Remember,
where there are buses there are children!

Eeeping these few tips in mind, we can have a safe happy, fim
schonl year. Together we can make the 2017/18 school year the
best ever!!?

Clelebrate Becovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

Tracy Black iz the Arsociate Divector for Mirchell County Sqfe-
FPlace. She can be reached ar 828-T85-4017 or tracyeblack|
dalisourh. nat.

Pui ve in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe; come, gef you
diowem; for the press iz fkll, the fots overfiow; fer dieir wick-
edness iy prear. Joel 3:13

2017 Jeep Cherokee Latitude 4x4 SUV 217 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara 4x4

=

o L B

www.buchananyoungcom

o Jeep ”

CELEBRATION EVENT

R

GREAT SELECTION OF VEHICLES

UCHANAN & YOUNG

“Servimge WNC For
{ver 50 Years™

828-682-2194

East Main Streat,
Burnaville, N.C, 28714

*Sale prices postoed in vehilobe
windows. See doaler for
complMe datnka
on rebates and finanaing.
Mo DOC fowes.

Tax and tag extra.

W el 1.&# .-ll,"cll,"g-'; E Lo
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Crossword

ACROSS {Gen 48:16) KIV
1 and Dumah, and Eshean 57the  wall e down wath the

(Joshua 15:52) goat (Isa 11:6)

5 which devoured,  in 59 Do not take  of a hired man
pieces, and stamped the resi-  who 15 poor and needy (Deut 24:14)
due (Dan 7:19) KIV 62 tun to God, so that your sins

O abbr. for the 16th book of the maybe  out (Acts 3:19)

0T 63 Indeed, the very hams of your

12 They  at me and say, ___ are all numbered (Luke 12:7)

"Ahal Aha! (Ps 33:21)

13 Awake and  tomy
defense! Contend for me, my  24:24)

God (Ps 35:23) 635 son of Seth (Gen 4:26) KIV
14 the lizard, and the snail, and 66 What 13 man, that thoun

64 muracles to decerve the
elect if that were possible. (Matt

the  (Lev1l:30)(ETV)  mundful of im? (Ps 8:4) IV

15 Can you loose the cordsof 67Iwillput to the pnde of
___ {Job 38:31) the mighty (2.3) (Ezek 7:24)

16 Godwill judge the  and 68 The amimals take cover; they

all the sexually immeoral (Heb remam m their  (Job 37:8)
13:4)

18 Your _ boundary will

be the coast of the Great Sea  DOWN

(Num 34:6)

20 Rescue me fromthe | 1 Do two walk together imless they
do not let me sk (Ps 69:14) have  to do 507 (Ameos 3:3)

21 opposite to windward side 2 Then shall stand up m his estate a
{naut.) (Acts 27:4) _ of taxes (Dan 11:20) KJV
2Youhave  themwith 3 Theycookeditin = or

the bread of tears (Ps 80:5) made it mto cakes (1,3) (Num 11:8)
23 They fasten it with hammer 4 Jesus smd, "This voice was for
and nails soit willnot  (Jer your | not mune (John 12:30)
10:4) S5isnotthisa  plocked out of
26 Youwill donk it and it  the fire? (Zech 3:2) KIV

dry (Ezek 23:34) 6 Therefore,  yourselves of all

2BIwillsend | saymng, mahce (1 Pet 2:1)

Go, find out the amows (1,3) (1 7 you should setaside  of
Sam 20:21) (KJV) money i keeping with (1.3) (1 Cor
30 Eber, Misham, Shemed 16:2)

who bmlt  and Lod (1 8 their azsociates: Shebamah, Ho-
Chron 8:12) diah,  , Pelaiah (Neh 10:10)

32 his hands were  unhl 9 there will be neither dew  rain
the gomng down of the sun m the next few years (I King 17:1)
(Exodus 17:12) 10 heavens by fire, and the  wall
34 there appeared  him an  melt in the heat (2 Peter 3:12)
angel of the Lord (Luke 1:11) 11 Hesaidto . "Daughter, your
35 Surely the nations are hike a faith has healed vou (Mark 5:34)
1 a bucket {Isa 40:13) 14 together with them m the clouds
38 the judgment of the great to  the Lord in the air (1 Thess
___ that sitteth upon many 4:17)

waters (Rev 17:1) KIV 15the great and the raven wall
40 If a bard's chance to  nest there (Isaah 34:11)

be before thee (Deut 22:6) 17 Will you keep to the old path

41 and onyx stones and other
to be mounted (Ex 25:7)

that evil men have 7 (Job 22:15)
10 they will __ the nuned cities

47 Tbeheld whenhe had that have been devastated (Isa 61:4)
the sixth seal (Rev 6:12) 24 T'wish I could be with you now
44 the poor man had nothing  and change my _ {Gal 4:20)
except one hittle  lamb (2 235 they saw the fig tree withered
Sam 12:3) fromthe  (Mark 11:20)

45 abbr. for the first book of 27 the poisonof 15 under their
the N.T. lips (Romans 3:13)

47 When it she hasno 28Byou the tongue of the crafty
fear for her household (Prov  (Job 13:5)

31:21) 209 the hom flute, zither, harp
50 the supreme commander,  and all kands of music (Dan 3:7)
sentby kg of Assyna 31 nmst not shave their heads or
(Iza 20:1) shave off the  of their beards
52 Israelwill  and blossom (Lewv 21:5)

and fill all the world with froit 33 whose consciences have been
(Isa 27-6) searedaswith mom(1.3)(1
53 seventh latter of Greek Tim 4:2)

alphabet 34 loose the bands of wickedness,

55 The Angel which redeemed to _ the heavy burdens (Isa 58:6)
me from all ev1l blessthe  KIV

ra
B
"

)

=

COPYRIGHT 2017

36and thathe1sa __ ofthem
that diligently seek him (Heb
11:6) KIV

37 Take apot, and putan
full of manna theremn (Exodus
16:33)

39 eschew evil, and do good; let
him seek peace, and 1t (1 Pet
3:11) (EIV)

43 He has given King David a
wise son,  with mtelligence
{2 Chron 2:12)

45 We all growl] like bears; we
_ mournfully hike doves (Isa
50:11)

46 red dragon with seven heads
_ boms(3.3) (Rev 12:3)
48 did their work with one hand
andhelda  im the other (Neh
4:17)

49 Thas 15 a trostworthy say-
mmg. And I want youto  these
things (Titus 3:8)

ELEWORDGAMES COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

51Iwillbe  and rejoice m
thy mercy (Ps 31:7)

52 Make these nto a sacred
anoinfing oil, a fragrant ~ (Ex
30:25)

54Donot  towhat ] com-
mand you and do not subiract
(Deut 4:2)

56 You are my God;  your
servant who trusts in you (Ps
86:2)

58 fetch obive branches, and
branches, and myrtle (Neh 8:13)
39 he warmeth himself, and
saith, [ am wamm (Isaiah
44:16)

60 went toawme  to draw
fifty measures (Haggai 2:16)

61 abbr. for the first book of the
pentateuch

Solufion on paga 14

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRL. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

Cafeteria

and older)

“Serving the Community

Trips for September

* Friday, Sept. Bth - Farmer's Market - Lunch at the Moose Cafe
* Tuesday. Sept. 12th - Hamrick's (Bus Week) - Lunch at J & &

* Friday, Sept. 15th - Min_ State Fair (Free gate admission 65yrs.

* Friday, Sept. 29th - Farmer's Daughter (TN)

»y

www. brenews.com
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Heaven

By Pastor Bruce Cannon
Aftichell County

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moan, and
in tha stars, and upan the earth dismess of nafions, with
parpleaty; the sea and the waves roaring,; Men's hearts
Jailing them for fear; and for looking qfter those things
which are coming on the earth: (Luke 21-25 2&)

Isn't it amazimg that not one thing catches the Lord
off guard. He kas known for zll of time an efernity what
would be kappening on planst Earth presently.  He knows the good, the bad and
so forth.

Ac T write this ardcle. I just finished watching the solar eclipse. It kas been
spoken about in the news media for wesks. People, a hundred million or so, made
vacation plans around this event 0 they conld be in the path of it and experience
this rare phepomena

Currently I am doing a study on the
book of the Fevalation and note an-
other ewvent. even more rare_ which iz
being anticipatad by A billion persoms
or so. Instead of a solar eclipse. there
will come 3 day when the Son of ban
will come back to planet earth niding
oa 3 white horse. Every eve will see
Him and He will s=t up His Kingdom
on earth and will mule it for one thon-
sand years. (Fevelston 1:7, 19:11-14,
204y, He will put ail enemies wndar
Hiz foat and will cazt Satan mfo the
boftomlezs pit for the thowsand pears.
There will be peace on earth. There
will be no fighfing among the nations
during that fime. "

Those who know Christ a5 personal Savior and Lord will have been given new
bodies, glorified omes. There will be no sickness, no more dying, no more evil as
eternity begins. Every believer will have made it home safely where the sireets
are gold and so forth

Soumds almaost too good fo be tmue. But it is toee! How do [ know? So many
passages in the Bible tell me so. And, like those of vou reading this article, 1
believe the Bible to be true and withouwt aoy emor whatsoever,

When I think abowut Heaven and all it helds I have o bow my head and pray the
same praver Jobhn prayed, “Evem so, come, Lord Jesuz. ™ (Revelation 322009

Dip vou know Him? Have vou made Him Lord and Savior of your life? If not,
why not do so today? It is such 3 simple process! All we have to de is a5 simple
as saying pur ABC". We acknowledrs He is the Savior. . the only cne. He died
on A Cross to save s from our sins. We believe that He will save us if we call on
Him. (Fomans 10:9, 100 And we must confess. We confess that we have sinned
(Foomans 3:23). We confess that we believe He is the only maeans qf ferstveness gf
sin e that He will forgive us [fwe azk Him to..__no matter what we e done in
our past. (Fomans 5:1, §:1)

Why not do that today? It will be, without the shadow of any doubt, the zreat-
est decision you will ever make in your life!

Rav. Bruce Canmon currently serves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Bapiist
Chunch m Bakernville  Formeriy he served az Dinector of Mizzions for the Bladen
Baprist Azzeciation and has zerved on the Gremanal Board of the Bapsist State
Comvention qf North Caroling.

worw bicnews. com

Lakﬁlew "Jm Sery haa becume LHI{E‘HE‘W \eIEl {‘Hllt]lE‘ & Gar -:leu
3 & 4 Generation Owners * 55 Years Experience * New Merchandise

Shrubbery * Trees * Perennials * Organic Fertilizer, Pesticide, Soil * Plants
Concrete Fountains & Statuaries * Decorative Pots * Qutdoor Bob Timberlake Furniture

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC » 765-9133

Mia Hall Selected as the Next

Director of Penland School of Crafts
By Fobn Drever
Mitchei] Courtty

Penland School of Crafts is pleased to armoumce et artist,
edncator, and adoumistrator Bdara *Bfia™ Hall will be if=s necot
direcior, suocesding Tean Bicl anshiing who hes led the school
smie 10938, Hsll is oorrently interim chair of the Depeniment
of Am and Diesizn 2t the University of Arkansas at Lirle Rock
(LTALE), where she bas been 3 Sty member for ten years.

A parive of Sweden, Hall balds sn MFA in furmimre desien and wosdworking fom San
Dhiego Sate University in Califormia, where she worked closehy with rencramed woodwork-
er znd teacher Wendy Maroyama In 2007, she was hired by TTALR. to develop a fumihme
design program and to teach fumihare design and contentporary craft courses. Charing her
tme in Arkansas, she wodked on the development of the deparmient’s oamiozhm, served
on =ox hinne committess. halpad design and establich a visiting artist workshop series, and
orpmnized public events that increased swareness of te miversity’s oraft propram. In 2014,
she was asked to ke the position of depariment chair, leading fifteen fill-fime fsonlty, four
staff and teselve pant-fime menactors.

She hes also been imohred with the fmding dssizn and comstmacton of the new
655, 000-square-foot indeste Center of Am + Design at the
miversity. She worked on the feasibility siudy and the dasign
development phase. and she served on the conmaditess that
| chose the architect and the comtractor As chair, she is the
department’s project manager and will be oversesins the task
of moving ten disciplines inm e new fcility befone it opens
in Jamaary 2018, In sddifion toe her mary sciivities at tee um-
wersity, she bas served on several foundation boands,

Hall's personal work, primarily fomdtare: and nuixed-medis
souilpbore. bas been shown in mumermes exhibitions at venues
anrh as the Arkancas Art Cener 108 Contesmpaorary (OE]),
University of the Arrs (Philsdelphia), and Blos Spiral 1 (MC),
and is leld in marny private mnd poblic collectons.

Hall desribes Penland School of Crafis as “'ooe of the leading instmiions for the snady
of cafi-based amt making " going on to ==y that, “in 8 society that pus Doessng valie
and infpartance on scence, technolozy, engneenne. and math. promeotng e hand skills,
decision making insemuty, myventivensess, and anabysis that ame reguired to practice skilled
makine iz not only necessary, butessential ™
Alida Fish, chadr of the Penland board of trstees and a member of the seanch conumities,
says that the copmmites saw in Hall the kind of skils and experience it was loking form
A new director. ““We were partoularty stock,™ she says, “boy her penuine interest in people
thinking, is snre to result in 8 winmns owtcome for the school ™

T socepting the position, Hall sasd “T am honored and bnenibled to be chosen as the next
direcior of Pentand School of Crafis. Fean Mclsuzhlin hes for years been a fonmidable role
model fior me, and 1 find the Penland staff maly mepirine. b4y fumily and T Inok foeoand
with great enttmsizsm and excitement to beng part of this phenomenal mstistion’s fiome.™

Hiall is married to metalsmith amd edncator David Clemons, a bone-term artist-in-
residence at TTALFR. and & resular instnactor &t Penland. They have a ten-year-old daushier,
Fioma Wi Hall will become Penland director on JTamaary 1.

Penianed School gf Crafis is an imfermatona center fbr onglt ecfecntion dedicaied o helping
people inw creatie [ves. Located i Weriam North Carodow, Pevlmd gfftes worlzhops
in books and paper; clay, drawing and pamting, glass, fron, metals, prinfmaking and ker-
ferpress, phodoaraniy feedier, and wood. The sehool alto poncorT miss ‘residemcies, an
outreach rogrme, and a gallery and visfors comter Palod 5 o nospmgfit, -t
Instfutton wiich recanas Rppert fom the North Caoling Arve Coemcll, am agengy flosded
By it St gf Nowsh Caroling and the Nationa! Endowmient for the Ariz, which beliaes
fhert @ great nadion derarves gras art. More Fylbrmaton ar wne penlad org

Mia Hall
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Suffering with Fibromyalgia?

Laser Therapy.
Healing at the
Speed of Light

Lazer therapy is effective in
relieving pain associated with
fibromyalgia. S0 why choose
Lazer therapy? It works and
has no side effects.

How does that compare with what
you are currently doing? Give us
a call and see how laser therapy

can help you.

CRUZ
Life Center

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7255
cruzlifecenter.com

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY

CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

"Since 19827
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Pause. . .and Consider

“Aha” Moments

By Een and Jan Merop
Avery County

I was fiusiraed!

Mo doubt about it, banong for an spanment
a5 a single morm with 3 very low income left me
wavering with indecision, fearful of where we
wiould go. Time was of the essence as my land-
lord nepded my aparmment and I had to vacate.
Hiowever, every rentsl ad was beyond nry mesns.
Asg I prayved, an idea came o mind T weuld drive aroumd toam leoking for “For
Fent” signs. Perhaps this method would lead me to the right place.

A very long story short... I met a lady who iovited me to 3 piano recital {right
in the middle of all this drama im ooy life). But, her invitation had 3 purpose. As
a Christian, she believed God sometimes worked things ont in ways we might not
expect. Why not intreduce me and my peed o neighbors who wonld be attend-
mg?

With some hope in my beart, I amended. Afier the announcement a lady (who
wiould soon becomys my peighbor) came up  me o tell me sbout an spamnent
for rent next door to where she lived.

When I met with the landlord, the price was too hizgh for me. But I'd been
directed to seek aid from a rent subsidy program. Becanse of it this larper apart-
ment became our home for less than we had paid in the little apartment.

An “Aha” moment to be sure as God came through as only be can.

Becently, in the quiemess of my beart, I asked the Lord to especially help me
with tmstng himn with our finances. [ boped in my quiet time, God wonld point
me te verses on tmast that would zive me hope.

And he did. But differently than [ expected.

In this “Ahs"™ moment, he opened my spiritual eyves to see other verses and
concepis in the light of mast. Through my moming readings, I was led o verse
after verse that didn’t necessanly say, “Tmst in the Lord with all vour heart.™ Burt,
rather enlightened my soul to who God is in all of his follness that I might realize,
once again, that be is my portion forever.

Evenmally, I walked right inn Ephesians 3: 20 -21, NETV which says, "ANew
to Him who iz able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ark or think,
according fo the povar that works in ws, to Him be glory in the church by Cheist
Jesns fo all penerations, foraver and aver, Amen.

“Aha"" Excesdingly sbundantdy abowve all we ask or think! Imagine.  that’s
beyond mustworthiness. Selah

DELTCATE STRENGTH

Farh legs thar appear so delicate they conldn 't hold up a flea,
the butierfly temacionsly clings fo the nourishing blossom___
proving there’s siremgih where none appears io be.
Akal And we mnst do the same.

Artach ourselves fo onr ljfe-giving Lord,

Whe mflsey oy with His sirengeh. .

Delighang tn His promives and standing on His Word.

o By witich have been given fo us exceedingly great
and precions prerises, that throngh these vou may be partakers
af the divine Rafure... "
2 Peter 1 4

Ko and Jar reside in Land Harbour in Avery County, whene they have monved in
retiremant because they love our mountains. Thay have written for us in years
st

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

warw brenews.com
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Christian Action League

Honor Saluting Honor
By Dr. Mark Creech

Iwould like to share soorething taken directly from
The American Patriots Almanac by William J. Bermett
and John T.E. Criblb.

“The Civil War came o an end. for all praco-
cal purpeses, in April 1845 when Fobert E. Lee’s
starving, exhansted Confederate anoy foumd itself
hemmed in by Union forces in Virgnis. On April 8,
Lee met with General Ulysses 5. Grant in a farmhonse
at Appomattox Court House fo offer his sourmendsr. Grant™s teTms were gensrons:
the Southern soldiers were to be pardoned and could go home with their private
proparty, including their horses, which could be ussd for a Late spring plantimg.
Officers conld keep their side anms_ and Lee’s Inmery troops could receive Unisn
rations. “This will have the best possible effect npon the men,” Lee obserred
quiethy.

“Thres days later the formal sarrender took place as Confaderate troops
marched to sfack their weapons and lay down their flags. The Union officer in

P e Hethii il A (3riNg Partner at Home

“Chamberlzin watched Gordon approaching. As he later described it. “The When Florence was unable to live independently, her
Femcal yeats oy xhiwace. T i oo, Bs el Sronped T s e, om daughter Marcy became her round-the-clach caregiver. When
hearted and dejected n appearance almpst beyond descripton ™ Something stirmed i
in Chamberlain's breast Ha gave an order, 3 buzle call sounded, snd his men her medical needs became too much for ane persen to handle.
came to attention with their rifles on their shoulders. It was 3 salute of hanor the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensured
hjs?.:’:ﬂrm ihjshnkﬂil Eﬂﬁfﬁﬂ%ﬂzﬁﬁﬂﬂi that both Florence and Marcy's physical, social and spiritual
defeated veterans stepped forward with heads high and eyes level — honor saliting needs were being met.
honor.

“Then it was over. The Union bad been tested and bad sorvived. With a salute
of soldierly respect, the nation’s wounds began to beal. Both sides faced 2 new
beginning as Americans all.”

If these men, participants in that hormible War Between the States, having
watched their comrades -
fall in battle, and atthe |
end of that great con-
fiict furn to honor and
salate each other, how
can we dishonor thedir
memory with lesser
behaviar?

People zathered
aroumnd 3 stame of
Fobert E. Lee holding it
up as a symbol of whire
smpramacy is excesed- -
ingly vile and ungodly. 3 4

But there is no sin, po threat to oar Union, i visiting such moouments rec- . [ Carepartners
omnizing a3 Dr. Jerry Mewcombe has elognently stated it that historical figpures
are not slways “rwo-dimensional cutouts in 3 simplistic morality play of obvions HOSPICE & PALLUATIVE CARE
good versus obviows evil.” MCDOMWELL

A U R MU VR e I Exceptional Care. Fvery Day. r

Reverend Dr. Mark Creech iz Executive Director qf the NC Christian dction (828) 659-7068 4 ‘

League. Tou may contact him ar rev. markoreechmchriztiianacfonleague. org or carepartners.org
PIRFRT-0604 f

o P
¥ }1

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

"INSURANCE is the tmost IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against

the loss of everything he has in the world.”
(828) 765-1711 -H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder

Erie
INSUranCe 7548 Hwy 19k, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com
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Why Children Should
Obey Their Farents

By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

We are living in an age of rebellion and defisnce. It is
evident both in cur homes and in society as well Years ago,
defiance from children was not rolerared, but it seems today
we have become too lemsent in repard to it in our famdlies.

Discipline is tanght in the Word of God. Prowverbks 22:15 says, "Foolishness is
bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of comection shall drive it far from him "
Children should be made to obey their mother and father. It should not be an op-
fion in the home but 3 requiTement.

There are blessings that come through obedience. OF course, the word “obey"
means o do what a law or a person says to do." In the Word of God, obedienca
is spoken of highly. 1 Sanmel 15:22 reminds us, "Behold, to obey is beter than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." Obedience reveals wisdom, respect
and love. Those elements are missing in 5o many homes in ouT Eenerakon.

Why should children obey their parents” There are several good reasons that I
am going o share with vou today.

The Bible Commands It

In Ephesians §:1, the Bible zays. "Children, obay your parents i the Lond: for
fhis i1 right " Look closely at what that verse says to ns. If it is right to obey vour
parents, then it stands to resson, it is not right when children rafnse to obey the
wishes of their mom and dad If something is right, it is correct, it is the thing
o dio. The word “obsy" is in the Greek present tense, which suggests an ongoing
continned action. As far as the mode goes it is imperative mode, which means It is
not #n option but 3 command from the Lord. It is sbsohriely necessary to have an
orderly society that children obey their parents in the Lod.

The phrase "in the Lord” suggests there is a limit to the child's obedience. When
2 parent is not acting i the Lord, be is not to be obeyed. The Lord has nothing
whatsoever to do with the flth of vonghtepusness and sbuse of preciows children
If & child cam break awsy and fres himcelf from such parsntal commption he has
every right to be freed from his parent. The Lord came to set men free from the
sbuze and the filth of =in not to enslave men to it, and especially not to enslave
children to it One of the most severs wamungs ever issued in all of history was
issued by the Lord Fesns to adults who abuse children (hJdark 9:42-48). The abus-
ing parent had better heed, for one of the things that God will not tolerate—abso-
hately not tolerate—is the abuse of a child. We romst proclanm the Word of God:
children are to obey their parents, bt they are to obey only if the parents’ desire
and imstmactions are in the Lord. If a parent is beating a child black and blue or
sexnally abusing a child, the child should go to soone other adult he feels close o
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HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
i AUREAGE =« COMMERCIAL

i
o i ;:._

FQUAL HOUEHE
OPFPORTUNITY

South of 1-40
3800 Sugar Hill Rd.
Marion, NC 28752 |
Denniz J. Whitason, Broker 19258 Reallor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

v YWhilsonReallvocom: | dennisw @2 WhitsonBealty.com

znd ask for bis belp. And we as
ministars of the Lord—minisiers
who are called fo proclaim Christ
and to do what we can to bring
His righteonsness to earth—mast
teach the trath from the pulpits
of the world™ (Preacher's Outline
and Semmon Bible).

Longevity Encourages It
God told Istael in Exodns
2012, "Honowr thy father and
rhy meothar: that thy days may

ba long upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thea "
Althonzh that was spoken o
Israel it certainly can be applied
o us moday.

I believe God many tmes will honor the child who is obedient and shows the
proper respect to his or her parents, with longevity of life. Some voung people's
lives have probably abruptly come o a0 end because they were not wise enough
to listen to what their mother and dad had to say to them

In the (1d Testament some children were taken by the elders to the gates of the
city and stoned becawse they would not co-operate with their parents.

Dienteronomyy 21:-30-21 tells wus, "dnd thay shall say undo the elders of ki city
thiz owr son iz stubborn and rebellions, ke will not obay our volce, he is g glurfon,
and @ dirumdbard.

And all the men gf hiz city shall stone him with stones, that he dve: so shalt thou
Dt evil away fromm amone yvou, and ail zrael shall hear, and fear "

The people of the past and the Word of God takes disobedience to parents as a

Very grave and serious mater

Order Demands It

If we are to have an orderly and decent society, children st be taught to obey
when they are voung. Rebels and anarchists in society often come ont of homes
whera they were not tausht to be under awthority.

There iz a chaim of commmand in the home and even 50 in our socisty. The Bible
teaches us to be m subnussion to the anthorties that be so that things can be done
decently and in order. Eids mest leamn to put themselves under the authority of the
muem 3nd dad, to prepare them fo be responsible citizens, when they become late
teens and enter adulthood.

Love and Eespect Produces It

If a young person respects his parents and has the love for them he onght to
have, then obedience will Sow out of that lowve and respect. Where love and
respect are missing. there is chaos, confiosion and tormodl in the home. Wy not
let the lowve of God floed your soul and lowve and respect for the parents will come
supernaturally?

Cod Smiles Upon It

Sme God commands us to love our parenis, He smiles upon uws when we ame
daing what He wants us to do. If a child is to have the smile of God npon his Life,
then he would be wise to listen to what his parents have to say to him. Then he
should co-operate fully with them as they seek to guide his life untl he is in the
place to make his own decisions. I had rather have God's smile than God's froem.

Feace of Mind Accompanies It

Paul the Apostle szid to the church at Philippi- " Those things, which yo have
both learned, and recened, and heand, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace
shall be with you"™ (Phil 4:7). When we do not do, what we know we ought to do,
there is a lack of toe peace in our hearts. It is best to just do the will of God and
we Will kave peace and serenity of heart in a troubled and confused world.

Tom Walker is President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zien Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.
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REACH for Women/Ministries Sudoku

Answering the Call, Paying the Price,
Reaping the Rewards

By Rebecca Gwyn
Burke Coumty

Ac T sat in the beautiful chapel st The Cowe in Ashe-
ville, MC, rying to foons on whar it was that God had
brought me there for, in my spirit I beard God clearly
a=k me, “Are you willing o forsske it all?” Absolute
fear struck moy heart as [ began to think abowt what my
answer conld cost me. If T answered. “Yes”, I knew I
omist be sinceTe n my answer because the price conld
be zreat. If I answered, “Mo”, the cost would be even zreater So, I had to choose.
Was it to be God or home and family?

As I sat there with tears sireaming down my face, I battled with ooy response.
The first thing that came to mind was my children. T conld easily give up the
material things, but oy children had abarays been nyy lifs. Would T be shle to leave
them behind. if need be, to follow God? I nmst admids, I strugglad. I =tll srusgle
at times. But, as T sat there contemplating how I wonld snoaer God, my mind
went fo the cross and the great price that was paid for me. The sacrifice that was
mads sov that I could kave eternal life and a relationship with God. How conld I ?’ 9
passibly say, “Mo”, when I owed Him oty very life?

With tears stll flowing, I gave Him my answer, “Yes, I am willing to forsake
it all”. I knew from that morment forward would be a joumey mte the inksown. 3
Simply trying to follow as He leads. I was scared, but deternuned to hold up my
end of the barzzin. He s=zid He would never leave me nor forsake me. My job was O 5 Lt Pt S badia
simply to follow. )

I now have a nmach deeper respect for the story of Abraham. When Abraham Solution on page 14
was called out from among his people, from the land of Ur, e had a decision to
maks. To be ohedient and follow or refiise.

Abraham was called to follow God into the moknown. He did not know where HAFRIS HIGH CLASS OF 1965 - 52nd Remnion - Semrday, September 30
he was going, how long he would have to stay, what be would have to leave be- fromn 1-00 -6:00 pm st Grassy Cresk Baptist Family Life Center (oo charge
hind, what enemies he would face Nothing. He simply pulled up stakes and went. a5 expenses will be paid by Class Tressory). For further info contact Peggy
He zot sidetracked ar times, i be always zof back on conrse. He didn’t shways Biddix Riddie - E2E-765-9730 or Paul Potchard - E28-T65-3157. There will ba
da things the right way. He made miistakes. Even though he failed at times, God a dinmer at Twisted Lanrel Restanrant Fridsy might (pay for your own mesl).
did not. He kept His promise. For further info contact Fady Harmrell Godst - 423-753-4247 or 423-676-0608.

Becanse of Abraham’s obedience to forsake all and follow God, his descendants — YVALL CORE!
became heirs fo a land fiowimg with milk snd honey. Becase of his obedience,
& great naton was bom of which would be the avenue for the Messiah to come.
Becanse of hiz obedience and willinpness to forsake this world, we are now heirs
io the Kingdom.

When we anower the call “Follow me”, are we ready to pay the costT Do we
takes it serioushy? Are we will- -
ing to forsake if all in order
to follow Him into the vast
kingdom of obedience? Are
we willing to say a5 Jeremiah,
“Here am I Lord, send me™?

T ofien, we as Christians
want the blessimgs of God
without awy real sacrifice or i
service, We are sytished sitting
on our comfortable church -
pews singing “Oh How I love |5
Tesus™, a5 longz as He doesn't
requite anyihing of us. We do not want to get out of our comfor: zone. Thetefore, 1136 Greamsnod Road 2301 Rutherford =
we forfeit the promises and blessings of God. We fail to reap the rewards God Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
has for ns down here. We will ultimately reap the reward of Heaven because God

phone: 828 765 4400 phone: B28 652 6777

keeps His promuiszes. But, we are in oo lnury o claim that either becanse we ame
happy where we are. The sad part of that is, when we do get to Heaven we will fax: B8 765.4880 fax: 828 652 6755

stand before God empty handed. Mothing o offer Him for the great and mamy
blessings He bestowed upon s simply because He loves us.

&od has called ns to be followers of Jesus. He has asked ns to connr the cost.
He has promised us a reward. Are vou ready to say, “Yes, Lord, I'll 20™?

Jamie Miller, CPA.

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

Rebocea Guym i the Director of REACH for Women Miniztrias. m ‘i & www.highcountrycpa.com
' ST S
' RAY’S TREE SERVICE
* Hazardous Tree * Hedge Trimming
Remouval * Hemlock Wooly
* View Clearing Adelgid Control
. Coipper Service it i
* Bucket Truck Service . Stump Gfiﬂdi‘ug
Certified Arborist * Insured + Free Estimates
eniaMishea s (028) 467-1113
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Chief Summerdin
By Doug Suddnith
Mirchall Couniy

The Chisf of the Spmce Fine Police Departmant, Bill
Srmomerlin, presentad an informarive program on Thursday,
Aungust 10, 1o members and guests of the Botary Clab of
Spmce Fine. He was inmwo-
duced by Fotardan Fuby
{Grespe. Hs thavked the Club
for their ganerosity and service to the commnnicy.
A former detactive, Choef Sunmertin provided
smafistics showt the overwhelmine warld-wids dmg
S problam svd bow even o small towns [ke ours,

s famulies can be profoundly affected.
d oz hwely apecdotal sivie, Chief Sunumerlin
B shared nformation abon: “Shop witha Cop," a
d project of the Sprace Pmee Police Department that
S helps local disadvantaged children. He invited Fao-
tariams 10 becone invelved i this prozram as vol-
unfesrs are always peeded. He closed his remarks

with a challenze 1o "do something pood, make 3

differspce in someone's life "

Do Sudduih & the Public Relations Cfficer for the Spruce P Rotary Cluk

Palice Chigf Sumemeriin re-
cetving a lecally handmade
Rotary muz fham Rotarian
Ruby Greene

Howrs:

Narbgt Jam-Spn.
828-T65-8261
| 279 Dak Ave,
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Christy's Corner
Beavers

By Chrizty Lowman
Burke Coumn

This month we ar2 geing to talk about beavers. Wow [ bat
you are thinking: What in the world could I possikly leam
about beavers whan it comes w0 God? Eesp reading, and find
out!

There are two types of beavers; the American beaver and
the Enropean beaver Beavers are mammals, they doa't 2at meat, snd are nocnar-
pal. Thev live o colomies, live up to 24 yvears and can weigh as nmch as 60-77 los.
od zave baavers buge teeth, (almost an inch long) and very strong jaws. Their
tegth continus te grow their enfive life. Thes is so thev can bite through eas to
build their dams and domelike bomes called lodzes. Beavers have a scaly tatl,
waterproof fur webbed fear and see-throngh eyelids whech ars hike gozglas. These
halp them pavigate inder water. Beavers can also swim up 1o 5 nulas an hour and
stay under water for £fieen nurtes At 2 tnns.

Have you ever heard of the temm “busy 2s 2 beaver™ or “eager beaver™? These
sAyInEs were created because baavers are very hardworking animials. They stamt
thelr first jobr at 2 year old. They babvsit their new baby brothers and sisters. Can
you nnagine takmg care of 2 baby when you were just cns-year old? Baavers are
alzo mtellizent. They build undervater doors so they can get ot of their homes
znd access their underwater food supply dunins winter when there 1s ice on the top
of the watar.

Did wom know that God zives each person les very own talent to do things for

T Him? God also grves
| animals falsnes too. Coe
| 8| of a beaver’s talears is
{ £ ﬁ thar they are Aweasoma
' enginears and architects.
o They cap baild dams and
stractares that change
landscapes, closes off
- sireams, o felds and
forests oo ponds and
weilands, raise the water table. and nmch more. Beavers may not know it buar by
using ther talants they craate fresh water and thriving habitars for other mammals,
fish, reptiles, and birds. Lotz of endangersd and threatened species are able to
live e the wetlands beavers creata. Their stactaras zlse provide peopls with vital
nanoal resources. Because of the spviromment baavers create the Matve Ameri-
cans call thars the “sacrad center™

Beavers in Alberta Canada have created a gigandc dam. It is so big that asto-
nEufs can s2e it from space. This dam is 2500 fi. loaz and 14 £ 2]l Scieatists be-
lieve that these besvers relatves have lived thers since tha 1970 These baavars
joined together o create these large wetlands for protection and food. How cool is
that? This buge beaver damulodze remminds e that if we have asked Jasus ioto our
haart then we will ger to live in beaven with Hun and our familv. Thd vou know
that Jesns is in beaven right now bailding a mansion for yvou and ma? We will zet
o Live with Him for all of etemirg! Tsn't that grear news?

In my Father’s house are many mansions: ifir were nof o, Twowid have fold
You. I go fo prapare a place for you. Jobn 14:2 Eing Tamas Bibla

Thinz: to thinl: abaut:

1. Do von keow what yeur talent is that God has given yvou? If not, it is okay,
Start pravivg for Him to show yow what it 1=, He will! I promise.

2. How can vou be 3 “uasy beaver™ for Christ?

3. Hawa you asked Jesus into your beart so He can prepars 3
mansion in heaven for you? If not, please think about deing so. If
you do want to, talk o an adult abour it aod they will belp vou! All
vou bave 1o do is iovite JTesus in!

Dear Lord, T pray that wow will forgive each one of us of our
mary 3ins. T also pray that you will kelp ns be busy beaavers for
Christ by sharine the sospel fo othars. Plagze show these children
what their spacial talents are so they can wss them to 2lorify You. I
pray that each one reading this aricle will surrender their heart to
you 50 you can build them a mansion in beaven In Jesus's name, I
pray ARER.

Ses You next time!
Ribiiography
Amazing Ammal drchivects by Harold Goldbers. Boys Life Maza-
Zing Sepr. 2006
Ritp: Swwne bemuersww org-beavers-and-wedlands ‘abowur-beavers)
Ritps - Swwnw invescignce comy/ 524 60-bemoers fml
Rifp: Sedne natisnalgessraphic comianimals manmmals b boaver

Chrisyy Lonaman &3 a Cheiztian author and filustraior that lhves in
the foorhills af the Blue Rudgze Mountaing with her ushand and
mwo children. She @pays writng and ilustraiing books for all

agzes. Some of her short siories ame pubiizhed wirth Guideposis and
HCI. Chrisoy gives all the glory to God in everything she does. 4
partion aff every book soid from the Small Bible Charachar Sertes
Wwiil b donated fo battle human trqffickeg. If you axjay har books,
Tike" har author page on Facebook and ler her bnow! Tou cam

by her books ai hnps Sewuw amazon comsref=de_byline s
foak_I le=UTFi&Rald-auihor=Christy+Lowmandesearch-alias =
fooks &rea=Chrsy—Lowmanderori=pelovancarank

You can reack her at krps Svww facebook comauthor ChrisnyLow-
THeh, OF CRFISDNSI OqEs| TV aRo0. com.
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Son of a Preacher Man
As the son of Billy
Grahzam, Fravklin
Graham learned many SO N
lessons from his father
F.ead more about his =

Jonmey fromn rebellion

to reverend.

For all his youshful f “1
rebellion, Franklmn Gra-
hamn [eamed where be -
started—uwith family and ﬂ_f a
the church—uras whare :: :
he zlways balonged P R E A H E R

Fast cars. Fast mo-
torcycles. Fast planes.

“Anything that blows MAN

smioke and goes fast,

Ilike ir.” savs Frank-

Im Graham son of world famons evangelis: Billy Graham His hankenug for
adrenaline-pumiping experiences hasn't changad even thoush he parted ways with
the rebellious days of his wouth and followed hus farker to the pulpit

When ha crisscroszes the globe on mtamational reliaf missioes, Franklin
backles himself into the cockpit and pilots the plane to whatever destination ba's
headed. “T've b=en Aying for aroumd 35 yesrs,” be says. “Aviztion is the cns thing
I leamed m school thar [ use every wesk. We have 14 zsircraft in the organizaton
and [ fy all of them except the helicopter.”

Franklin maintains 8 bectic schedale of world mavel fior two orgamzations. In
1872 he became prasident and chainman of the beard of Samarian’s Purse, an in-
rerpational relief agancy with corporare offices in Boons. There. be belps provide
assistance to vicmns of nanursl dizaster, war, disease, and famine o more than 100
couwiries. He's also the CEOD and president of the Billy Grabam Evangeliztic As-
socizfion—rolas he took on m 2000 and 2001, respacivelv.

After serving Grod thronghour the waorld, Fravklin anteipates raturnme to his
home, located op mors than 100 acres in Boone, and bis wifs, Tane Avstin Cun-
ningham Grakam—a hoteetoam Zirl be met when be was aight vears old. It's
alzo the place where they raised their thres sons, Willism, Foy, and Edward; and
daughtar, Tane Austin

“It"s the ouly home my wife apd I have ever owmed. We were just kids when
we first came up here 1o Boone,” be says. “T've Iived all mov life in Westem Morth
Carpling, and I can go anywhere in the world. But there™s somethung special when
vou land in Charlorte, and vou see the monnrains m the west.”™

That nodon, that he cap e apywhere in the world but chooses to come back to
the familiar, is 3 theme that nms through Franklin's life—professionally, person-
ally, and spiritually.

Earttle for Controel

Franklin's feamres are smikingly somilar to his father’s, espacially his magnetic
eves. 0o the dav of this inferview, be's dressad in black jeans, purpls shirt, and 2
klack Harley Davidsen ball cap. He looks mere ready to jump owte a motorcycls
than lead the faithful and belp the neadw.

His oversized office provides more insizht into his personality and interests.

It feanmes an exscunve desk aod conference table, alone with 2 hooarious siming
area that resembles a living room decorated with the leather sofa and chairs and
orental rugs. Some of s hunting conguestz—deer and elk—are preserved over
the stone firaplace; Franklin has enjoved the sport since be was a child. And an-
fguee sums are displayed on the walls. A mulrmds of family photos are showeased
om the walls, as well 23 Famed photes of iz parents aranged on the bookshelves.
There were tmes i his youth when his choices and bebavior zave his parants
pause as they wondered about the direction their fovath child wonld take in his
Iife. His teenage vears were riddled with fighes, cigaremes, snd alcobel. Io his
book, Febel With a Cause, Fravklin writes: His parents “keew much more clearly
than T did pressures I faced of being & ‘preacher’s kid' as well as the oldest son of
3 ‘Chrstian legead " I'm suae God gave them wisdem to koow thar if they pushad
me too bard o conform, [ mizhe ke off nouing and never come back—uot just
away from thern, bt perkaps from God, too.”

His parants sent im to a boarding school—5tony Brook in Wew York—whan

ba was 13, Endormng his freshmian and sophomere vears there ha then intensrfisd
affort: to persuade his father apd morher, Buth o allow hims to finish his smd-
ies at Crven Hizh School near their heme in Montreat They finally agreed o a
mwansfer follewing Christmas of kis jodor year But he contimmed o be a handful
and Crven’s prncipal quickly suspended him for fighting. Fravklin also pushed
the lmnits by staving out late aod resisting wake-up calls to go 1o school,

His mother devised creafive tactics to wake kim, including smffing a lintle fire-
cracker undsr kis door and crawling across the roof 0 koock on his window when
ba locked hear out of his room Har meddling made him “madder than a bomer ™
burt today he admires the spunk she showed and credits ber for lis bold spin:.
“Mama always had 2 sense of advennue ™ says Franklin. “T remember one day
there was a rattlesnake i the vard. She took 2 marshonallow fork aed mied to pin
the head of the snake down becanse she wantsd to pick it up by the il T zaid
‘Nlamia, whar are vou zoing to do with that snake when vou pick o up?’ She said
sha just wanted to pick it up. [ don’t think she ever koew what fear was "

Foath wasn™t afvard to dish ot tough love to her waywarnd teenager. but fensions
confinuad to flzir at Owen. The principal agreed to let Franklio fndsh bis logh
school credics while aftending LeToumean College i Loazview, Texas. “T did ger
3 diplonna from Chaven, but D wasa's there my sewdor year,” explains Frauklin “T
think they threw the diploma at me ™ When LeTownsan officials kicked Grabam
out for breaking mulas, he retreed home and spent owo years at Monmear-Ander-
zon Colleza (now konown as Monmear Collage).

Thep in 18972, durmge a3 mip to Temezalem, Grabam underweant 2 personal trans-
formation and commited his life to serving Tesus Christ. He writes, “thatnighs [
had finally decided T was sick and tired of being sick and tred. By vears of nin-
ning and reballion kad ended. I zot off my kpees and went to bed. Itwas fnished ™
He beliteves the reballion be axpenisnced as 2 younz man belps hiom ralate 1o
people ke enconnters through his murdsiry, T went throngh a period of my life
when I guasticnad and when [ didn't want God to be the Lord of my life, ™ says
Fravklin. “T wanted o be in conmol, [ don’t thivk there's anybody who's ever
lived who didno®t want to be I conrol. I foumd ourt that tryving o be in control only
messes things up worse, [ think there are a lot of people who are where [ was at
one troe It just allows me o say, “Hew, I've besn there I know what vou're going
through.'

Preaching a Familiar Message

Frauklin has witnessed muchk snfferdng duning his missions for Samantan’s
Purze. He saw “bodies evarywheare” and breathed in a “steach that was wwheliev-
ahla” after a tsunamg pulverized Thatland oo Decembar 26, 2004, He's comnfomed
p=ople in war-torm conntnies, snd he's belped provide feod and meadicine to those
suffering fom dreadful diseases all around the world.

He receaily mlked with 3 man in Ugands who shocked bom by saving he was
thankfal he has AIDS, Through kis disease, and through the support of Fraoklin's
mussionaries, the man found a reladonship with Chrizsz. “T"'ve never had anybody
tell me that before,” says Franklin, “Ir made me s0 grateinl for our ream of men
znd women who showed love and compassion for luim ™

As Franklin has manoed oto his role as an evangelist, 1t's common for peaple
to comipare kim with hes father. But they are separate individuals, with very differ-
ant stvles. “Thare’s onby one Billy Grabkam,™ he says. “Thers will pever be another
Billy Grabham My father and I are a lot different, ot the Gospel that we preach is
the same.”

Fravklin is not the only grandchild to follow in kis father’s footsteps. many
of his close famuly members are tovolvad in his work. All his siblings, including
sisters Avpe, Buth, and Virginda, and kis vounger brother Melson have a kistony
of operating the family’s erganizadions. And Fravklin's twe oldest soas, Will and
Fuoy, have also chosen to serve in the ministry

T the vear [2007] marked a penod of stignificant personal concern, celebration,
znd srief for Franklin. In BMarch, his voungest son, 27-vear-old Edward, suffersd
shrapne] wounds whiles servieg in Iraq. Then, on May 31, Franklin was bestde lus
father, who tumed 39 in Movembsar, as ha zreetad 3 large crowd and thres for-
mer presidents to officially dadicate the Billv Graharn Tibrary in Charloms. Thes
wonderful family celebraton was followed by sormow, 25 Fraoklin's mother diad.
atthe age of 87, just a few weeks later

Today, Billy Graham is o declining hezlth and vo longer conducts his famons
revivals. Instead. Franklin has taken on that role. He called the crusades “fest-
vals,” and this vear alowe be's preached to ndreds of thousands of people. both
stateside and internatonal verues such as Pansma, Ukrampe, Ecuvador, and Korea,
If vou ware to 25k Franklin whers he zais the inspiranon and the guidance o
maintain such a larze minisry and be invelved in so many support efforts, the
prezcher in lim wonld lkely give credit to a sourcs on kigh Bt the directnion he
received from a family whe never gave up ow himn is egually evidant.

This amicle first appeared o WHC Magarine in 2007
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Burke County Schools:
Accentuate the Positive
Bunke Cory

Principal meeting focuses on workforce development |2

Burke Coumry Public Schooels hosted its anonsl ad-
minisirators sirategic planning session Fuly 17 and 18 in |
downtown Morganton. The two-day retreat focused on  §
economic development and helped directors, principals
#nd assistant principals connect the dots between edu-
cation smd the workforce.

Guest speakers inclnded Ed Phillips, Burke County director of tourism; Sharon
Jablonski, Morganton Main Street director; Bryan Steen, county manazer for
Burke; Alan Wood, president'CED Burke Development Inc_; Easey Cotter with
the Historic Burke Foundation; and Fandy Bums, Burke County Board of Educa-

The principals toured the 0ld Burke County Courthonse, Catawha Brewery
Contpany and downtown Morganton a5 well a5 several indusmies, including Lei-
ton, Continertal and Seiren. They also visited the site of the futare M.C. Schoal
of Science and Math West on the campus of the Morth Carclina School for the
Dieaf, Broughton Hospital to leam about the proposed re-use project, and the new
Mountzin View Elementary School constmoction site.

“This retreat was laser focused on economic development,” szid Burke County
Public Schools Supenntendent Dir. Larry Pumam. “We held an intense two-
day event and falked about everything from teaching soff skills to enticing our
smdents to stay in or retrn o Burke County to live and work after they praduste
from Burks County Public Schools. We have been getting out and taking industry
tonrs for three years now and have worked hard on relationships with Westem
Piedmeont Community College and our Coumty Commissioners and just wanied to
commect the dots for our school leaders on what is made in Burke, heear bright ouar
future Ipoks and the role our school systen plays n economic development ™

Wood told principals the existing indusiies in the connty are doing well snd
even expanding including Continental, and there are many opportunities on the
borizon for Burke County. “The keys to atiraciing indusioies are the education
system and the workforce, and I brag sboat our school system all the mme,” Wood
szid.

Steen said, “You have a very omportant job in econommic development. [ am
glad yon have had this opportunity to see what our comnty offers as we confime to
work together."

At the end of the two-day retreat, the principals reflected on what they had
leamed and observed.

Several of the principals who
heve children of their own said
they are excited about what
jobs are gvailable for the Burke
Connty workforce and see that
the workforce and educstion
communities are aking steps now
that will hopefully lead to their
kids to coming back homme afier
college.

“MAs 3 parent, it is excifing to
sep what's coming for my owmn
kids,” zaid Heidi Bristel princi-
pal a2t By Childers Elementary
Schoal

Enisten Edwards, ascistant
principal st Ezst Burke hiddle
School, szid, “This has helped
me o see pur purpose and the biz
picture of what we are prepar-
ing our smdents for and that is to
come back to our conpumunity amnd
to confribuie to our comonmity.
My family is a close family. and
I'm plad there are things o come
back to for ooy kids.™

The indastry tours allowed
principals to interact with some
of their students’ parents.

Chesterfield Elementary
School Principal Charles Wil-
liams szid, “Tt was interesting to
sep where our parents work and
where they spend the majority of
their day.™

Table Fock Middle School Poncipal Tenmifer Hawkins szid she saw real-wrorld
spplications for classroom lessons. She said, “As a teacher, T always liked to have
=n zpplication for 2 concept, and oo these tours, T saw some examples of that.
Contmental kad an electron micrescope. That will make it real for the stodents 1o
Enow that ™

Anna Moose, assistant principal at Freedom High School, said, “This refreat
has helped me think sbout what we are doing to help colaovate skills in smdents
that are needed for the workforce ™

Lannie Simpson, director of ELL, said, the two days belped show ber the
importance of instlling life-long leaming. “The rate of innovation is so fast and
changingz sp much that we can't wain specific skills becanse they will be obsoleta.™

She retterated the importance of teaching smdents o be adaptive and willing to
leam new skills.

Bums said “I see traditional education moving away from the mode] of siving
the stndents a problem to solve to having student identify the problems that nesd
to be solved and then solving them ™

He also thanked the principals for all they do and remforced his conom toent
to helping our students by contimimg to build wpon parmerships with Westam
Biedmont Conmmmity College, lpcal governmental agencies and business and
industry. He said, “Ewverything is about relatonships.™
The principals also took part in several fun sctivities, including paining and then
hiding rocks for the Color Burke! Facebook project.

BCPS elementary schools to start GEMS cluls
Autivities focus on STEM for girls

Seven teachers and media
coordinators from Burke Coumty
Public Schools are mow Girls
Excelling in Math and Science
[(GENMS]) chub coaches. Elize
Hembree, from WA Young;
Earen Breedlove from For-
est Hill; Enuna Watson from F
Salern; Faren Goins from Drexel;
Amands Garrison from Drexel, April Bobinson from Oak Hill and Lisa Michols
from Valdese were among the 27 educators from across the region who spent the
wesk of Aug. 7 at the MC Cenfer of Enzineering Technologies (MCCET) training
to start (ZEMS clobs at their schools.

The goal of GEMS clubs is to enhance self-efficacy and skills in female si-
dents in elementary snd middie schoolks. These school clube focus on females in
srience. technolory, enrinesring and math (STEM} caresrs through ingquiry-based
activities.

This project was developed and implemented by STEM West, the educatonal
ama of Workforce Development of the Western Piedmont Coumcil of Govemn-
ments, and finded by the Duke Energy Poundation and the Appalachian Faral
Commission STEM West parmered with the MCOCET and The Scienre House of
ST to provide fraining.

Dr. Lanra Bottomley of Women in Enginsering from MCSU kicked off the
trainmg. She shared research about females in STEM careers and why these clubs
are important to the conmmmity. On the second day, GEMS coaches Diee Chinanlt
and Corry Browtenman from Charlotte Mecklenbure shared practical experience
thery learned from their chob of five years. On the third day, Gina Bamier of The
Science Honse NS, ramed the cpaches in data-collection devices and bakey,
Makeys. The GEMS coaches have access to the free equipment lean program to
usa in their GEMS clobs.

WA Young, Forest Hill, Drexel, Salem Oak Hill and Valdese will start their
mew GEMS clubs in the fall. Using grant fimds o purchase materials or fund club
field trips, they will provide experiences for approximately 30 girls in each chib o
build their confidence and provide oppormnites in the STEM fields.

C.'I'M'!-f Shyffer iz the Public Relations Officer for the Burke County Public School
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Be part of an elite group that thrives in a university
setting and appreciates the healing atmosphere
of a mountain community.

Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included
Physician Scheduling with Transportation
No Entrance Fees

LOCATED ADJACENT TO MARS HILL UNIVERSITY
170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

Assisted Living at Its Best
Ask about Our Levels of Care

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970 ||
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