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Unto Us A Child Is Born
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1 And it came fo pass in those days, that there went ont a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be taxed.

2 (And this faxing was first made when Cyrenins was governor of Syria.)

3 And all went to be faxed, every one info his own cify.

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, infe Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being greaf with child.

6 And se if was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.

7 And she broughi forth her firsthorn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a man-
ger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

8 And there were in the same counitry shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round abour them: and
they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unio them, Fear noi: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of greai joy, which shall
be o all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savionr, which is Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unte you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clethes, lying in a man-
ger.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

14 Glory te God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will ioward men.

15 And it came fo pass, as the angels were gone away from them inte heaven, the shepherds said one to
another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come fo pass, which the Lord
hath made known nnio ns.

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and rthe babe lying in a manger.

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was rold them concerning this
child.

18 And all they that heard it wondered af those things which were told them by the shepherds.

19 Bur Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

20 And the shepherds refurned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as if was fold unito them.

Luke 2:1-20
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David Pope, MD

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Serving athletes of all kinds, outdoor enthusiasts
and weekend warriors in Mitchell County.

(828) 766-3555

At MISSION ORTHOPEDICS, our team of experienced

specialists in orthopedic and surgical care work together to
provide patient-centered, collaborative care for patients of
western North Carolina and beyond.

We offer the latest procedures, techniques and treatments in
comprehensive care for a wide variety of orthopedic needs,
including elbow, hand, hip, knee, joint, shoulder and sports-
related injuries, including concussion.
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Church Directory
~ Altapass Baptist |
Gt Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
831 Alnpasa oy Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
P 48 Church Road 207 Finabridge Avenua 280 Chapal 51
|aapassbaptivichurch@ecvn.com| Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 26777 el
; ' . F'I'HI'II \828) 765-8101 WC’I‘I‘HC.GI’Q woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Benfield www.pinebranchbapfist.net Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin
v A Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Service 10:30AM :
Worship -11:00am Fotrms by Sunday School 9:45 AM
y ¥ Warship Sarvica 11:00 AM
(onductors for Christ ages &11) wsmh 1;:45-.-11 6:00AM-2:00FM Ministry - 5:30 FM
(Twan Discovery ages 12-18) ay Evening = 6:30pm Our passinn ia in halp connact the Bady of e iy E s g
Wetdnasday - T-00pm 2 F w&m?mh“m Servica T:00 PM
*A Ehrist-Canterod, Bible-belleving Felowship fravesfurm our community, sizte Whare E i
Bitss Bafiwving Church™ Loving God and Loving People nation and wori! (See Jubhn 17:21) At Jeaae Creist is Lol |
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
Methodist Church e o Seventh day Pt iie Brothron
14000 Hioy, 236 Soufh M e Adventist Church
Spruce Pine. NC 28777 Eu?r.uhn;! 2187 Jamestown Road ﬁl‘m;mh%m
R WA EscomoTganion.ong Morganton, NG '
wnﬁmﬂmm Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-8212 (828)-458-1947
B2B-TEE-T446 Associate Pastor Javier e . kR
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
B St At Sunday Sohool 10:00 AM. Bilbia Bndy - 930 con Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wed: Youth Meal 5:30Fh - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Waorship - 11:00 am
Chalr Wednaatay - T-00pm Mﬂtﬂwwﬂ'!ﬂn ‘Vegetarian Buffet affer church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Hg{'i“ Qhﬁh Brany CIosk Bayies Banner Elk Bakersville United
ko NG 783 Ol NG 226 Hwy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
! Spruoe Pine, NC 456 Collage Dr. 1198 8. Mitchell Avenus
8284371212 B28-7854620 Barner Bk, NC Bakersville, NC 28705
m.wmﬂ
Pastors: Senior Pastor {328) BE3-6540 B28-765-8015
Timathy Forne & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Associate Pastor Mike Stroud | Moming Worship 11:00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
5 Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am Rav. Gans Lanier
nday Worship 10:30 AM Wednesday: Contamporary Servios - 3:40 am
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| A Open Stap Meeting - Mon, 7 pm Marning Worship 10:00 AM
L o HWMIF T-D0pm wwm-ﬂh}m
i Through Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! meay know Christ" Engish Ciasses - Tuss, & Thas, 6 - 9 "Come grow with us”
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Gl Baptist Church Baptist Church SB Baptist Church
Plamiros, NC 20664 E?MTHM 222 Wes! Burnsvills Church Rd, 4668 Burkemont Rd.
www.plumirescharch.som mwz . cmn: : Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
e (B28)-662-3900 . 284372387
R o Reverend Bruce Cannon “';:m vh"'rt"m' N
Sy Echoul 5045 om Sunday School: 8245 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
PR e Homing Servie: 1030 a.m.
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Evening Senvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Homirgy Sewrutcais S iy o e oy, B30 o E'h'!l*iﬂ Mp B:45 PM mﬂm Servica E:Erﬂp.m = )
Sy S0 Vommchd o s, Bt | cheint o Wadnesday Worship 7230 PM Chereh visior: To BRSom passotm 9.' 5 ndj Emunlp
et ppeinted you b g el b ul—trd hat lelowars and werants of Juss Crist 45am - Sunday
‘il i Thon e Fathrwil givs yourmhatover you “For God so loved the world, he ‘s minisbaring o the spirfieat and 11:00am - Warship
b sy, gave his only Son.." VUSRS of oo Chvarelh ! L B:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summi Siroel Spnice Pine, NG 28777 2007d US Hwy 70 E {B28}- 6758284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mmw-muﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gillesp
FﬂnﬁP;ﬂﬂ“ad 1:00- mup 5/5% and 1190 am SaEs B 1000w Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabbath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ"ﬁﬁl
Knowing God, Sesing God, Senving e Prodl: 7:00pm rol hﬂrnﬁi!tzllhmm'
God, Submitting fo Goal MMM ot/ Pasim 37:23
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. Thiz vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at this hﬂp artant outreach F‘ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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Complied by Barbara Hamell

Chrismas 15 an anmual fesawval commermorating the birth of Jesus Chnist,
observed most comrnonly on December 25 as 2 relipions and coliural celshra-
fion among billions of people aronnd the world. A feast cenfral to the Christian
Iiturgical year, it is preceded by the season of Advent or the Mativity Fast and
imitiates the season of Christmastide which historically in the West lasts morelve
days and culminates on Twelfth Might; in some wadinens, Chrismasstide inclodas
an Ohctave. Christmas Day is a public holiday in many of the world's nations, is
celebrated relizionasly by 3 majority of Christians, as well as colnaally by many
non-Christians, and forms an integral part of the boliday seasom. In several coum-
iries, celebrating Christmas Eve has the main focns mther than Christmas Diay.
The Birth of the Mativity Scene. The first-ever Nativity scene recorded in history
was created by 5t Framcis of Assisi 5t Francis was concerned thar the mesning
of Christmas was becommng lost a5 most people were more focused with the rinsl
of gift miving them they were of the fme message of Christmas.

Christmas Tree

The Christmas mee is part of 2 long radinon that
evergresn freas represent the continnons nature of Life,
even in the cold of winter The Germans were among the
earliest Christians to adopt the use of decorated trees.

Wreaths

The origins of the Advent wreath are found in the folk
practices of the pre-Christian Genmanic peoples whoa,
during the cold December darkness of Bastern Europe,
gathered wreaths of everpreen and lipghtad firss as sipng
of hope i a coming spring and renewed light. Christians
kept these popular raditions alive, and by the 16th century Catholics and Protas-
tants throwghowt Germany wsed these symbols to celebrate their Advent hope in
Christ, the everlasting Light. From Gemany the use of the Advent wreath spread
to other parts of the Christian world. Traditionally,
the wreath is made of four candles in a circle of
evergresns with 3 fifih candle in the middle. Three
candles are violet and the fourth is rose, but fionir
white candles or four violet candies can also be
used. Each day at home. the candles are lightad, per-
haps befors the evenimg meal-- one candle the first
week_ and then another each succeeding week mninl
Diecember 25th. A short prayer may accompany the
lightimg of each candls. The last candle is the middle
candle. The lighting of this candle takes place on
Christmas Eve. It represenis Jesus Christ being bom.

Christmas carals -

The early Christrmas music compositions are regarded as chants and bymms.
The original carols referred to a circle dance which did not kave any singing - that
came later. As the charch stuggled against the infinences of pagan customs, the
singmg of carols was bamred from sacred services. However, ouiside the church
Manwity carols were written and became popular. Mearly all were simple folk
songs created by people from the coundryzide.

Samt Francis of Assisi is credited with bonging carols into the formal worship
of the church during a Christmas bMidnight hiass in 4 cave in Greccio, in the proe-
e of Umbria in 1223 It's said that the music sung that might was more akin to
what we know as carols than to lymms. Carels enjoyed further development and
populanty when they were used in the mystery plays of the Middle Agas,

Wandering minsirels raveled from hamlet to castle, performing carols in the
distant past. In later years, villages had their owm bands of waiis.

Waits were criginally watchmen who pamolled the streets and byways of the
old walled cities keeping ruard against fire and singing ont the hoors of the nighe.
During the holiday season, they would include soome carols for the people alonz
the way, although some folks complamed thar they would rather get a good nighs
sleep than have somebody singing under their window. Eventally the ferm was
nsed to describe groups of musicians who sang and plaved for varions civic events
during the Christmas season

Tieday, @ look &t 2 small-toam newspaper lists dozens of caroling events, not
just on Christmas Eve, bt throughout the holiday.

Christmas star

The stars that sppear in the sky today are the same ones
that were there two thousand years ago. Was there a nova at
the tme of Fesns' birth? The exact ime of His birth is not
known, but asmonomers caonot place a new Star appear-
ance anywhers near the possible tme. Could it have been a
shoofing star? Azain the astronooers sav it was nof likely.
A metepr lasts only a few seconds or minnges at best. The
wise men followed the star for weeks looking for JTesns. We
can mle ot comets a3 well. They can be seen by the naked
eve for 8 wesk or months. But modemn astronomers know
which comnets were close enough to earth imdreds and thousands of years ago
and there was no comet visible fo bomams aroand the tme of Christ's hirth.

Some star gazers suggest that if we move the birth of Fesus to the sprinstime of
G B.C.. we can artribute the star to the time the planets hiars, Jopiter, and Sanim
were close together in the beavens. They formed a mangle m the groap of stars
knowm as Pisces.

contimued on paze 16

Excellence. Oppartunity
-l
www.mayland.edu
828.766.1234

From blacksmithing classes
to 3D printing, and more
in between, MCC offers:

+ Associate Degrees,
Gertificates & Diplomas
Transfer options
Continuing Education
classes
Workforce Development
classcs
Small Business Center
classes
Locations in Burnsville,
Spruce Pine, & Newland
MNow open: Bare Dark Sky
Observatory
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‘Rﬂfﬂwﬂ to Gift Card

"FﬁEi:

Book Your Christmas
Parties Now

South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Fine Shopping Center

828.765.9151
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Good Will
By Pastor Terry Cheek Th.D.
McDowell County

I find myself strupgling to writs this month 5o much
has happened. We have experienced mass shootings, sexmal
immorality, nobheard of distractions and frustrations. How do
I write about the spint of Christmas™ How do you find the i
encourazement to read about Christmas? I found the answer in the series [ began
o months age, HOPE! I find the strength to write, preach teach and even wor-
ship in HOPE through Jesus Christ

From Luke's gospel in chiapter two we read about the birth of Christ. Before
the incarmate birth we read beginming with verse 8 the acoount of angels coming
to the Shepherds. What a2 blessed event this was. The common man, fending their
flock, then suddenty the sky opens and a gloriouws light shines around them. The
heavenly conversation is amazing to read repestedly. But, one word stands ont in
my mind as I write this article. The word sudokta, or translated in English “good
will." There is no better time o spread good will than Chrisfmas.

meMﬂmmmwmmhmnfMMbhﬁmh G1:||:||:1
will is umdarstood to be delight in the life of
another or others. Ohver thousands of years
mankind has waited on their redeemer. MNow,
we read He has srrived and with Him comes
gond will.

The Chuarch can share the good will of
God’s word every day of our lives. With the
mospel we have an opporiumity to meet, in
spme way the material nesds of those aroumd
us. Look aroumd. there are families mEg]ing,chﬂﬂ:mhmmgrDﬂ:&'Hhecame
of bad decisions of adulis. Therea is elderly living next door o us who only need 2
friendly wisit. The pursing homes and bospitals ars full of kind, loving and lonely
folks wishing they conld hear a Merry Christmas and have someone ask if they
could pray with them.

I"m not trying to guilt mp aoyone mte anything. [ realize Christmas is a asy
time of the year. There is shopping, and cooking and gathermes; can yon find time
1o spread good will in someone’s Life. Lori and I have found thar place this vear.
We have commired curseles to the Iocal mission’s center and their Christmas
meal We pray that HOPE will be given through good will. If you really want
to find HOPE in the worldly mess sround ws, try first siving of voursalf and try
spreadine pood will Once you ses that it really works vou will want to find a way
to do this every day throughout the vear. Mermry Christmas everyone and look for
HOPE from good will!

Ty Cheek iz Pastor of Cahvary Baptist Church in Marion,

This time of vear often brings a variery of emomons,
For those who have lost loved ones or experienced
separation, this season is a pamfol reminder of things
they nsed to enjoy but are suddenly no longer abla to
enjoy. For, far too many, this ssason is dreaded becanse
of the sress that it all entails. Others seam totally
unaffected by if, while children often find themselves
battling anficipation of finally being able to open their
gifts. Sadly, many Christians have lost the wonder of this fime of year

For believers, this time of vear should maly be something special The more I
ponder the amazing gift of JTesns Christ, the more amazed [ am. [ am amazed at
the conditions into which the Savier was bom Though He is God, He was bom in
deplorable conditions. Yet His enfrance mnfo this woerld m such a fashion serves to
remind ns that He is indeed the Savior of all men.

I am amazed at the statement made by the angel to Joseph in Matthew 1:23:
"Behold, a virgin thail be with child, and thall bring forth a sen, and they shall
call his mame Emnanuel, which being interpreted §5, God with ar ™ What an
incredible thought that God would dwell with those whe wonld reject Him. Fesus
WaS I
ordinary
baby; He
Came a5
God in
humam
flesh.

I chal-
lenge yom
to make a
ComsCionas
affort to
set aside
e to . —
gquietly ponder the tree nature of Chnistmas. Determine that this year will not be
snother year filled with soress, fastration, and anxiety; God never intended the
season to be such. Feflect on the vamious scenes of Scripture and place yonrsalf
pear the manger Worship the One worthy of our praise, and you too will be
amazed st all this season offers.

Paztor Dan Quralle is pazior of Morganton Bapiizt Church, Check us out on our
wabsiie Wi morganionbapiis . net or find us on Facebook and FouTube.

ment today.

5 Star Medicare Facility

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19K,

Phone: (828
Fax: (828) 765-72

) 765-7312
93

Do you have a joint replacement surgery
scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce
Pine invites you to reserve a room with
us ahead of time. Call us a week before
surgery to tour the building, meet our
therapy staff and see where you will
staying. Its our goal to provide a smooth
transition from the hospital to our build-
ing and get you back home as quickly
as possible. Contact Karen Mcdowell

@ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer @
(828)284-8362 to make your appoint-

Brian Center

Health & Rehabilitation / Spruce Pine

MNext to Brad Reagan Park

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
| Managed Car Ins.

* VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

* Speech Therapy

* Physical Therapy In-House

* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour

| 7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and
Waterfall

* Call us for Reservation Program

Call to Sc'hm'ufﬂ a Tﬂur
or Stop By Today!
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Getting Rid of the National Anthem
Won't Improve Race Relations
By Dr. Mark Creech

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

First, athletes across the couniry took & knes during
the national anthem to profest the mistreatment of mi-
norities in America. For most, the action was desmed
an Improper venne for making their statement, and
highly disrespectful to the nation’s flag which is a
symbaol of the pamionc ideals and spirimal qualites of
its Citizens.

How the California chapter of the HAACP is advocaing we discard the

urleson
Plimbing& Heating

national anthem becanse it's allegedly racist. The orpanization’s president Alice OUR NEW
Huffiman zays, “The song is wrong, it shonldn’t have been there we didn't have
it il 1031, so it won't kill us if it goes sway.” Huffman says the profests at sparts SHOWROOM
events ate what led ber to look art the bynics and determine “It's racist; it doesn’t
Tepresent our comnmnity, it's ant-black.” She believes that if we did sway with IS NOW OPEN...
the national anthem it could improve racs relations. COME SEE US!
Huffiman's contentions are hased in 3 controversy sumounding the anthem’s
third stanza — one most Amencans kpow nothing about — one that's rarely, if ever
sung, as the opening to an official state or athletic occasion.
The stanza includes these lyrics: “Their blood has wash'd out their foul foot- B28-7T65-4042 [
steps pollntion Mo refuze could save the hireling and slave / From the terror of 5 ,
fiche o hee lcan oF the Biave™ burlesonphmbing. com 2

Some historians argue these verses are a celebration of the desth of two units of
black American slaves who fought for the Brifish in exchanze for their freedom
in the War of 1812, Francds Scott Eey, who penned the national anthern, they say,
was against sbolishing slavery, and an owner of slaves who refarred to blacks as
an inferior people. The best that can be said of Eey, it°s argued, is that as a Chris-
fian he advocated that Masters should treat their slaves with kindmess,

The claim therefore, is that the third stanza is reflective of Eeyv's racism and his SH
belief that the blood of mercenaries and slaves who fought agzinst America would
wash away the pollnton of an invading British ammoy.

5tll, other historians assert that when Rey mentioned “slavery™ be was actually
referring to the British Navy's practice of impressment. which was kidnapping

American seaman and forcing them to fzht on Botsh man-of-war ships. This

was 2 matter of utmost concemn to Americans as one of the reasons for the War of
1812

The word “hirelings" maost likely referred to German Hessians who were mer- TR MNEW 2017 RAM 1500 Quad Cab
cenaries fighting for the British. Some add that the verses do reference slaves who X4

fought fior the British, but it doesn’t meat whites any different than blacks becanse i . ] 5.7 Liter HEMI Engine, 8 speed Aulomatic,
the fourth stanzs of * which would have ssed both e : Skie

e o a i i come g ek, B Pana
Moreover, it's said that Eey was 3 man of contradictions that did own slaves
Tt despized slave wafficking. He was known to have freed several slaves. And as
& lawyer, he represented free of charge, both black freemen and slaves in conrt
5o, which is right? I think it's impossible to know becanse Key didn't specify one
way or the other what he meant in the third stanza_

Neverthaless there is one thing for which we can be cermain . If we contine =t 1) NEW 20117 Jeep Renegade
to look outside of cursehves, whether it be gerting rid of the Confederate fiaz or s Latitude £X4
momunents to beroes of the Obd South, or doing away with the national anthem, ; = Auinmatic, Healed Seals, Blind Spob'Cross
the problems of racism will contine. Facism is 2 virs of the soul. ' R mmm”ﬂgﬁﬂm

This week, I contacted my fiend Clarence Henderson, and asked his opinion
shout the moverment to shed us of the na-
tional sothem. Henderson is a long-time
civil rights activist, one of the four younz
black men who bravely oconpied one of
the seats at 4 Greenshoro Woolaorth s
hinch counter in 1960, Henderson cur-
renily serves as the president of the Maorth
Caroling chapter of the Frederick Dioug-
las Foundstion.

Henderzon said “We as a country
need to be more concernsd shout uniting Americs than dividing it. In the words of
D Eing, ‘Unless we leam to live together as brothers we will perish together as
m]s\-?:?

Henderzon added that he believed the mtent of the byrics of the anthem was
mesnt to inspire. “Unforiumately, we have become a coaniry that finds racism in
just abowt everything,” he said. “Tn order for America to confioue to become a
more united maton, we need o s2ek to resolve rather than create.™

I think it"s interesting the annoumncement to sacrfice the national antfhem 3s am
anfidote to racism comes 5o close to the celebration of Dr. Billy Graham's @0th

birthday.
Graham spoke out agsinst racism many years ago doring the height of the civil JOHN GREENE
rights movement and said, “T sav today there iz only one possible solhition [ro

racism) and that is 3 vital experience with Christ on the part of all races. In Christ,
the middle wall of partition is broken down, the Bible savs. There is no Jew o CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM
Gremfile, or black or white or yellow or red. "WWe conld be one great brotherhood
in Christ. However, nntl we come o recognize him as the Prince of Peace, and
receive his love in our hearts, the racial tensiomns will increase.™ MORGANTON, NC
Yes, that’s the resolve we peed — the one that can create something meaninzfol
— the one that has the power to create the new man — the one that has the power to
Zenersie a0 entirely new social constmact based m God's love for all people — the
one that isn't simply 3 mere omamenting of the exterior bur goes straizht to the
core of the matter 1-40 Exit 100 » 910 Jamestown Rd.  Morganton, NC 28655
Leasue. :ﬁ;.L:. ;:i.?:mmﬁ:, memmﬁw www. johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337
RIB-7R7-0a604

www. brenews. com December 2017 - Blue Eidge Chnistian Mews page 7




High Country Prison Ministry

Do You Know What | Know?
By Jody Griffin
Mitchell and Tancey Counties

And ve shall knew the fruth, and the futh shall make
you free (Jobn 8:32)

Christmas is coming soon. Families are making plans
for zifts and food and celebrations. But not all families
are able to get excited shout the Holiday season. Sorme
are suffering. Some are crying. Some are wrestling with
guestons like, “Why isn’t Daddy here with ns™ or
“When will Momory be home

While it is sadly tue that many children of mncarcer-
ated parents may be stmugsling with the angwers o these guestons this Chrstmas,
it is also ragically trwe that there are children and loved ones of comectional em-
ployvess faced with the same reality. And for these families there is no “projected
releaze date™ set as 8 boundary for the corment period of inypriscmment.

Mo, for these children and family members, their Daddy, Mommy, sister,
brother, spouse or significant other, son or danghter will never be coming home.
They are not coming bome because of the decizions of one or more others to steal
the fumres of those charped with insuring their safety and well-being They ara
not cormming horme bacanse they were killed folfilling their mission of securing the
safefy of the incarcerated and the professiomal staff that serves the incarcerated.

Dro yom know what T know? The tmath is that & career within the walls of any
correctional institution is a caresr that carmies great risk. Just ask the families of
“Veronica Darden, Tustin Smith, Wendy Shannon and Geoffrey Howe from Pas-
gquotank Comectional Fast ask the family and friends of Meggan Lee Callahan of
Bertie Comectional Instimiion.

Each of these dedicated
people left home one day
' this vesr to Zo to work.
And by the day's end, they
were severely injured or
killed in the line of dufy.

Do you know what T
know? Dy vou know that
any day the emiployess
of amy prison zo to work
could be their last? And
do you know what I know?
Cormrectional employment
in most states equals some
of the lowest paid profes-
sipmals in amy field.

So, why do they do 7 If
the work carmies risk of life
and limb, snd if the work
promises lifile if any fi-
nancial benefit, why would
j pecple subject themsehves
i to such conditions? T ko
the answer because I have

I
i
ﬂ-
¥
i
i

the privilege to wimess If every day. ..

The reason most of the people do what they do in the dark and difficuls cir-
cumstances they do them in is becawse of the difference they can potentially
make in some else’s life. That's nght. You read it comectly. They do what they do
becauss they nltimately believe that public safety is worth it. They do what they
do becanse v some way they ko that this work matters, and that of those they
protect, some will be changed by the expertence of incarceration and find hope for
2 new life direction.

It is an mcredible howmor for me o serve as Companity Punded Chaplaim at
Awary Mitchell Comectional Instaiution. Every day [ wimess the high level of
dedication present in the commitment of Custody and Program persommel. I see the
eamest expressions of those who serve in administrative roles, medical and dental
technicians, mental health professionals and social workers. I see case managers
scrambling o meet ever increasing casalpads and specialty staff like food service
professionals who literslly face the aforementioned risks every smgle day. Every.
Smegle. Day.

D you know what T know? The good people who work and the zood people
who vohmteer fo serve behind the walls and within the gates do 50 at grest risk.
They are deserving of the prayers of all people who know and vahae their dedi-
cated service. They literally depend on the goodness of people in the surmonnding
community to pray for their protection and for the accomplishment of theit mis-
sion day in and day out.

A the Christmas season approaches and you hear the popular Christmas fune,
I pray that vou will consider these words and answer the questions we have pon-
dered these last few months. Dio you see what I see? Do yvou hear what [ hear” Do
you know whart I know?

There iz a light that shines i the darkmess. It is the Light of Life. His Mame is
Tezsns. And He has promised that “ye shall bow the truth, and the truth shall make
you free

MAay the Truth of God’s Word be alive in our hearts and through our lives this
holiday sesson. God Bless you for reading, for caring and for FEAYING! Memy
Christmas!

Jody Griffim is paztor af Central Baptist Church in Spruce Pine and Commnmity
Funded Chaplin at dvery-Mitchell Correctional Institution.

Editorial

As we get ready o move into December and the Christmas
season I find that I am rather melancholy. Thinking back to
childhood and the wonder of the season My sister and I used
to commnt the lights ling for display all the way home from
Baltimore on the old Hishway 11. My Diad foumd work ap
there, and we became city dwellers. (LOL) The trip back fo
Western Morth Carpling was a real highlight of the Christmas
season and not every bouse had lights.

ears before that living on White Oak in Bakersville, we were =0 excited
because this was the one tme of year we could have candy. A mp to Harper and
Cates Store with the glass coumter filled with loose candy was an awesomme sight
to a lirtle mirl. We were allowed to pick a few pieces, and it went into the prized
lirtle brown bag, to be cherished for weeks. The Chrizimas tree secured from a
field where it was growing wild, and lots of tinsel and a few packapes nnder it
msant it would soon be trme for Santas Clans.

Bt the most exciting thing was getting ready for the Christmas play. Even if I
didn't have a part, this was the fime to shop for that one “new™ outfit of the vear.
The play that would tell us agzin how a tioy baby bom in 8 manger in Bethlebem
would become my Saviour. This was the highlizht of the vear as well as the
SEAS00.

Looking aroumd me today a5 we move into this season it brings a certain =ad-
ness that so many people have lost the wonder of fhis season, as we once again
retell that old old story that should sall fill us with awe. Too many gifts, too many
light=, too much candy has left us jaded o the entire season. When my zrand-
children were liftls I would =
make individual cakes for each
to decorate for Jesws' binthday.
It is with muach pride I have
watched our children raise thoza
srandchildren in the old wadi-
tions with the church snd Fesns’
birthday being the center.

This year Dioug and I have
foonsed mnach of our year and
EVED paper space fo the dmg
problems of this county and
our distnbution area. Az we
move info this season today 1t
looks much different. Cwr projects for belping lnamanity have changed We are
now frying to feed very humery children who live in homes where the parsnts are
addicted and can’t even feed them let alone fill those stockings and @ift booes.
Wany of these same children have at least one parent spending time in the prison
system because of that same old dmg problem.

I would throwy out a challenge to our readers. If yon are looking for a place fo
make 3 real difference this Christmas season—get imvolved with some of thess
precicus children whose needs are great. Get imvolved with our elderly who are
wasting away in these marsing and refirement homes. I see in my mind’s eye a
mip I made with my prandchildren who were coming to bdimi Camgp this summer,
It was probably the most sipnificant thing we did. We vizited the Brian Center
and read to snd loved on these precious ones who feel so unneeded now.

If you know someone who i3 struggling with addiction don’t be afraid to step
out and reach ouwt your hand to help, even if it means inviting them to have 3 mesl
in your home. This is God’s child deserving of God's love just a5 we are.

Merry Christmas and God Bless each and everyone of vou and let's Go Ot and
hiske 8 Difference for Our Lord!!

Barbara Harrall, loving mother: grandmother and great-grandmother. Part ownar
Biue Ridee Chriztian News.
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By Diwug Harrell

As we spproach Chrisnnas [ find myself thinking
back to Christmases passed and the things we did. I
remember mother baking and working to fix food and
goodies to take to folks m the conmmmnity. We would
always zo out in the woods and find a pine or cedar wee
o decorate with popoorn sitands that we wonld siting
oa a long piece of thread to make a kind of roping. The
popcorm, the liffle strands of tnsel and 2 fewr Lights later
on, when we could afford them. Moether would take
some of the rinumings off the tree for zreenery and I would take a shotgpun and
shoot some mistletoe out of the oak trees out past where Clark and Gloria Drake
now bive in Hammell Hill We would also gather some holly branches with the red
bermies on it for window decoratons. Another great memory was going on our
vearly shopping mp acress the Iron Mountain to Johnson City fo Christmas shop.
We would even get to po out to eat at my great Uncle Hamy's restanrant, that was
the only mme I can remember poing out to eat durme the vear back then

The most mportant event that wonld tske place would be our Chrisnmas Play at
the Lirrle chnrch on top of the hill, Pleasant Grove Church of the Brethren. Back
then there were lots of youngsters m the compmnity and we wonld have parts,
along with the grownups, in the play. The fooas of the entire commanity and
church was around the birth of Tesus, not just gifts. Thers were no hig displays
of hights on the houses or aoything like that, most of us just barely had lights in
the house and mamy of ns stll had the old ooe-hole outhouse where our Chorist-
mas dreaming was done
looking throush the
Sears Catalog. Cer-
fain pages vou did mot
tear out becanse yon
wanted to be able to
look at them again. The
comnmnity would get
together and go Christ-
mas Caroling. Most of
the fime we rode on the
back of my pranddad’s
old 51 Chevy fatbed
tmck, and went to the

‘Snow Hill Baptist Ci
NoRegrets Fam

honses of those that
could not et out. It seemed that everyone i the comnmantty was i a loving and
happy mood. Iknow now, loeoking back that this was not always the case though.
Christmss morning was abaays something we anticipated for weeks, hoping to
Zet our wished-for gift from Santa Clanse and our Christmas stocking. I sl have
the handmake stocking that mother made for me one year and stll il it Christmas
moming. The gifts were very meager in comparison o what happens today. If
we were hncky we gof 3 piece of clothing and a toy. On the Christmas that I had
turmed 12, T will never forget, that I got & Savage single shot, full choks 16-gaize
shotgun snd I thought I had hit the absohate jackpot. by dad, A D Hamell, was
am awid unter and outdoorsman snd be wanted to be sure that 1 followed that
exgmiple S0 looking back, I think that was as noach for him as it was for me,
Today I long for the stimde of gratiinde that was exhibited during Christmas
of old, not the attitnds of enfitlement that we and our children seem to put forth
today. It seems as if everyone is trying to ontdo the neighbor in their decorations,
gifis and whatever, ower the Christmas seazon. [ long to see the emphasis put
back on the Savior's birth, not just the window lights. The resson for the season
is oot to make 2 bunch of money salling merchandise and all that, even thonzh
there is nothing wrong with that, as long as we remember the real reason. . . the
birth of our Lord and Savior, Fesus Christ. It is nof 3 “Happy Holiday™, itis a
Happy Holy Day, the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus, The Christ. Mermy
Christmas o each of von

Dous Harrell iz a ijfe-long rezident off Mitchell County, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Firmz, e, a member of Baar Creek Baprizt Church and Publisher of the Biue

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

Is Jesus the Center of the Univnrﬁc?
(A Christmas truth)

By Pastor Dean Honeyoutt
Mitchell Coumgy

Christuas is 4 wonderfol tme of the year And for most of
us Christ will be at the center of our boliday. However, for
far too memy people the tme meaning of Christmas is best n
radition and the deception of connmercialism.

The first Christmas, the sneel of the Tord broaghe a sim-
ple meszaze to the shepherds keepims watch over their fock
by mizht, e wnde pou i barn this dgy i the oy @ Danid a Senvior, which o Chriss the
Lowd ™ (Luke 2: 8,11} A very simple message with profmmd meaning which is still true
today, Fesns is the reason for the sesson.

Thongh the world st that time may not have recoenized the supremscy of Chist,
the angels cemamby did as they proclamed, “glory fo God i the Tughess, avnd on earth
peace poodwill sonvvand maae. ™ (v 14) "rary to God i the Mehest ™ 15 used in a spatis]
sense the “highest heaven ™ As Buzz highivear would say “to infinity and beyond ™ So, in
all infinite space and earth Jesus Christ is the glory of (God and the image of the myvis-
ible Grod. (Colossians 1:15; Revelation 21:23) Fesus i the center of everything seen and
unsesn

Serular sciens tells us the ohsenrahls yniverse is an infinite amount of space sround
v In every direction i k= anending. Mo matter how far I ravel in ary direction Taonld
never reach the end  space i endless. S0, whese is the center of space” Sacular science
tedls me T am at the center of moy miverse, the center is relative o my position. So, this
mndel and kea places men at the center And this is the way most paople think. We tend
o see ourselves in the center and our family, possessions, and needs revobang srmmd
s.

Bax, if we are at the center, where does that lkeave Jesns? That leaves Jesus revolving
aroand ws with all e other thines thatare going oo in oo life. It is sad to say bat Jesus
is often only one of many things in our  PERE

life Tt is smid if von want to know where
somepne’s priotities lie ses where they

What the workd and seqular science
1zl 1o realime = the spimimsl reality of
that which is vizible and imasible That
Jesus Chist is the center of all thines and
is mo¢ confined by time, space, or mesiter, Jesus is etemal and before all things m relation
o tme and &l things seen and not seen exist, and contimme to exist, and are held togeter
becsnse of Jesus. In other words, Jesus is the center of all things and He is the gloe that
holds all things n teir place. Colossians 1:16 (BT 10000
16 For by Fom were all things created, thar are in haaven, and that are mearth, vinbie
amid irnvisable, wierher they be tromes, or domdons, or mincpalite:, or powars. ail
things ware created iy him, and for him:

Colosstans 1:17 (EETWV 1900
17 dnd ke iz bgfbre all fhings, and by fm aill thinss consizt,

Wow what an amazing tmth. The Bible feaches Christ is supreme i all things. The
priority and that is Jesus Christ. Ackmowledging the supremacy of Christ keeps oy focus
where it peads to be. Ifyon teach your children the sopramacy of Christ then they will
understand the true meanms of Christmas. If one day everytiing we know shouat tradi-
iwonal Christmas were taken sway, Christnas would stll be Christmas and have meaning
and purpose. Wiy ? Becase if is based on the person of Fesus Christ and ot what e
waorld has made it ot 1o be. May you have a wonderful Christmss, foous on Jesus Christ
and your Christmas will be foll becanse all fnfhvess dwells in Fesns.

Pastor Dean Honeyoudt shephends Snow Hill Baprizt Church in Bakersville, NC.

He may be reached at §25-385-0213, snowhilibaptistazmail.cam . or VisiT their
wiebsite at wwwsnowhi[[baptist.com.

Jamie Miller, cmﬁ'

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road 2301 Rutherford
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phone: B28,765.4400 phone: 828.652.6T7T

fax: 828.652.6755
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A Meditation

At This Time of Year
By Timothy Eller
MeDoweall Coumgy

Ag this thme of year, we ninst remember A few Scriptures
foretalling our saviors birth.
I=aiah 7:14

"Thergfore. the Lord himzelf shall ghve you a sign; Be-
kald, a virgim shall conceive, and bear a sow, and shall call
Rz name Tmmanwel ™.

] S kLS The was also made know n the Synotpic Gospels as the heralded him as
HOMES - FARMS Emmannel “rod with L » ki s
LAKEFRONT = LOTS Isaiah 9:6:
& "REAGE = OO R "For unto us a child iz born, unto us a son is given. and the government shall
|ACR ]":A GE * COMMERCIAL e upon his shoulder; and hiz name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everiazting Father, The Prince of Peace™.
The savior of the world came 2 a baby, kine and the prince of peace.
Izaiah 43-10-13:

Yo are my witneznes, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen:
tht ye gy Enow and balieve me. and understand that I am he. bgfore ma there
was v God formed, neither shaill there be qfter me.

11 I even I am the LORD; and bezide
me iharg i ho saviour
12 I have declared. and have saved,
- - N and I have shewed, when there was
P E— | Mo stravge god among you: thengfore,
QFFERATUNITY - oy are miy witneszes, saith the LORD,
that I am Grod.

13 Yea, bgfore the day waz I am he;
—-ﬂt and there is none that can deliver out

gf my hand: Twill work, and who shail
Tt i7"

South of 1-40 - w.ﬂ"""ﬂ Tesus was Immanuel God with us

S saa .,“ _“,“. the savior of the world ,
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. | P Wil e
Marion, NC 28752 | . oo i ekl

) . e the world there would b son for the season. Femember Jesus this holiday
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Realfor of the Year |t S :

( 82 8 ) 7 3 8- 3 5 40 Tim Eller praduated from Caroling Graduate Schoel gf Divintly and has been

imvahaed in prison aud jail miviztry for the past fiftee years. Currently he i=
wwwr, WhilzsonBealiv.com | denniswad WhitsonRealtycom operaiing in the capacify of a servant of Jesuz Christ

unmatchedsa™
American Quality
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Marlene's Meditations

An Author’s View

By Marlens Houk
Burke County

Hebrews 12:2 Lookmg unio Jerws the autior and
[fiaizher of our finth; who for the joy that waz set bgfbre
him endumed the cross, despising the shame, and iz sef
down af the right hand qf the throne of God.

Displaying power and directing change am awthor
creates worlds ouf of nothing. A little foreshadowing
here, 3 mounntain of tension there, profagonists and an
antagomist throem in, but, everywhere, the mystery of the story snzgests. ..

God is the Master and Crestor of Storyielling. His stories are infimitely grand,
&s in the creation of the universe, and yet, incredibly timy, as in the Goy earthly
shell that formed the nnbom baby Fesns. And, yet, Bible stories are rich with the
sense of an unseen Hand that creates amd directs these stories.

Such is the story of Sarsh, Abraham’s wife in the 01d Testament book of Gen-
esis, the book of beginnings. Having just finished nyy Bible Study on Following
the Footsteps of Sarah’s Faith [ realized anew from the senmon’s text the follomr-
g Sunday moming that her path was not of her choozing. God directed her first
fwy steps on the cobbled soreets of ancient Ur and her Last plodding steps before
her final days.

Stanstically, God underscores ker Impor-
fance by incloding her n five books of the
Bible. He points to her siznificance for women
everywhera a5 He calls her our spinitual maother
and then underscores that by incloding 1%%
of all first-mentioned words in her story. Of
all the colorful characters in (renesis with
their larger-than-life stories, Sarah’s has more
first-mentioned words (in the KTV than any
other character. What 2 subtle vet strong way to
mnderscore 1 Pager 326!

Even as Sara obayed Abraham, calling him
lord: whoze daughiers e are. as long as ye do
wall, and are not qiraid with oy amazement.

Her story feels like Miagara Falls, plummet-
ing 1o the pits of fear as she is capured, ot
once, ar terice, by a pharach and a king, locked
into their whims and crushed umder their coltare. She encounters moments of
nlomate shame such as when she realizes who is af fault for their infertility. Her
fury toms upon her maid Hagar, and her anger blazes as she turns on her. And
yet, the roar of her joy as she births Tsaac years later soars like the phunes of the
Fallz, spraying everyomne down through millennis with God’s power and love. Her
fame spreads far and wide as myriads visit her story, observing her journey from
faisty fireball to a famvous place in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11. Every jot and
tittle m bher story weaves mto itself the suprame anthority of the One Who wrote
it, desizned to bring Sarah to 2 place of grester faith that would influence etemity.
Through her came the earthly fine of JTesus, Savior of the world. God fulfilled His
promise, and ber precious Little boy, Isaac, became the apcestor of Jesus through
Eing David What significance her story reveals when seen from the aerial view
of eternity and throngh God's eyes. Every day that Sarah beard the wail of a
newhbom within one of the fents in the @ibe of Abraham. her heart sighed, looking
forarard to the day that God would, according to His promise let her hear her owm
baby’s cries as he entered the world. . to fulfill God’s story within his cam life.

Ac God finished Sarsh’s faith, polishing it with His love and grace, and seffing
it carafilly on display for sl to stare and wonder, so He carefully and lovinghy
writes onr story, each detzil mricately threaded with a1l the fraits of a grand story
and yet has one single purpoese, to glorify Him!

Beest in this and kwow that, no matter our faihares, triumphs or feelings abont
them Grod writes our story and the plots and twists of our lives are, like Sarah, to
nloimately bring glory to Him!

Magriene Houk is a regular contrilnidor fo Bive Ridee Chriztian News. Her passion
i1 fo delve decply inte the fruths gf Bible women and fo discuss those in Bible

Srudies called Backstage Pass fo Bibie Women. She and her kushand dizcover joy,
nuriure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehouki@bellsouth. net

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Best Food
and Prices!

394 East Main 3t.
Burnsville, NC

828-678-338

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Medicare: Oct. 15- Dec. 7
ACA Individual Plans: Nov. 1 - Dec. 15

WWe Do The Work So
You Can Be At Ease!

Amy Ellis

@ Marsha Letterman
REhonda Robinson

EbenConce pts Benefit Consultants

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

(828) 765-3499 a
(B66) 514-3236 fax <
alefis@ebenconcepts.com Y

138 Highland Ave. | |
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 B :h

Specializing in Medicare and ACA Errr:;ffmem Plans

| OIL CHANGE

: $34.95

| UPTO 5qts SYNTHETIC BLEND
|
|

Flease peesent coopon at e of wrfe-up. May nof = combised
wils other offers. Se= senvice advisor for detals.

Explres 12312017

-_— o e o e s

:. SPEND AND SAVE!

YOU SPEND $50.00-$99.99-YOU SAVE $5.00
| YOU SPEND $100-$199.93-YOU SAVE $10.00
| YOU SPEND $200.00-5293 33-YOU SAVE $20.00
| YOUFSSPEND $300.00-5399.93-YOU SAVE $30,00
|
|
i

¥OU SPEND $400.00-3499 99-YOU SAVE $40.00

Flesse pressrt coupon &t fme of wril=-up. May mot be combinesd
‘with ofner offers. See service advisor for detals.

Expires 121312017

For Your Convenience
Service & Parts
Open: Mon-Fri. Bam-5:30pm
Saturdays Bam-2pm

- e SPnLicE P T
828-765-1200
mikebrownsubaru.com
, Mmikebrownfordsprucepine.com

10% OFF ALL
ACCESSORIES

Pleases present coupon af §me of witiz-up. May notbe combined
‘wiih offer ofars. See seredos advisor for detels.
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ONE OF THE REAL JOYS OF
THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON
IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO

say THANK YOU
AND WISH YOU A.....

SPRUCE PINE TIRE SEVICE
977 OAK AVENUE

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043
www.hospiceofrutherford.org
828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE ——
== of

The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford County, North Carolina,
strives 10 provide state-of-the-art,
compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting. From 18 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clack care, to
elegant living areas for visits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a "home away from home',

Rutherford

Valdese, W —Fovember 27, 2017 —— The Town of Valdess i
proud o armomce that Tames Harnby, Taes Croeen Willard Charchy,
snd Fiichard Lurr will all be homored a5 Grand bisrshals for the
“aldese Ammnal Cheistmas Parade which will be held on Samrday,
Drecember 2, at 10-00am.

Hamkry, Cheeen, Cinichy, snd Lotz ame all being honored as Wiorld
War I Weserans wh are sl lving in Valdese. “e are mcredibly
homored that 5o mamy W Viterans are able @ joinas &5 Grand
Marshals of this year's Christmas Parade. These men served our ooumiry herodcally and
itis Inmbling that they accepied o invitation so kick off fis vear's Chrisomas season ™
Sitates Seth Bckard Waldese Town banager. The Grand hiarshals will be featored at the
begirmine of the parade hneup.

The parade will begin at the comer of Chorch St and Ram. and will conclnde at the
comer of Mprzan St and Main “Tie are so excited o kick off the Holiday Season with our
smmes] Christrnss Parade. The parades ic 3 great way to get sveryone in the holiday sping™
stzies Womizsa Ang, Director of Comemm ity A ffairs and Towrism for de Town of Valdese.

The Biedmpat & Westem Failroad Mosemn will host an open howse at the (dd Piock
School the momine of te parsde. Parade visisoes are imvited o view the HD scale modal
rzilroad exhibit which siretches from hiamon, BC o Leadvala, TH. Adricsion js free. amd

‘Twould also lke o thenk o Valdese
Merchams Associaton for working so hard
o coondinase the professional parade foars
ezt SANTAY Angi adds. “This event is a

fo celebrate the holidays.™
Astendess are encouraged to visit the
domniram merchans while they are
o for the parade. Several merchants
have zone above and beyond with their
Christmas window displays this vear The Valdese Merchanis Asspdiation is hosting a
People's Chaice Award for the moss festive window in dosmsowm. The public i imvited w
vote fior their faynnite on the Toam of Valdese Facebook page. The bnsiness with the roost
festive window will win 5100
Waldese o o wramacvisitvabdess com or call BXE-879-2120.
Morrissa Angt is Direcior gff Communily 4ffairs and Tourism

Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

THRIFT STORE

226 BESIDE THE P&R VALERO

LOCATED ON Hwy.

(828)-688-6400

STORE HOURS ARE:
Tuesday thru Friday- 8:30-5:00
Saturday -9:00-12:30
Sunday & Monday-Closed
We have a huge variety of items including;

Furniture, clothing, accessories, shoes,
jewelry, tools , books, small appliances,
bed linens, pictures, building materials

Great Selection ~Great Prices ~Great Cause

\ﬁ

ﬁ\ ‘Hospice and Palliative

l are of the fue Kidge, e,
Formerly Hosplee of Wochell

www brenews.com
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Program for Changing Habits
By Justin Noris
MeDeowell County

MMany blessings to my brothers and sisters in Christ
Jesus! My name is Tostm Woaris, director of the Re-
formers Unanimons of McDowell Connty. Beformers
Unanimepus, or a5 we like to call it, BLT, is a Biblically
based, Christ-centered recovery program desizned to
rescne, recover, and restore those with addictive behaviors with the power of the
victorouns Life found only in Fesus Christ. My wife, Eayla, and I started out with
what we traly felt was a calling to be missionaries to the mmer city of Philadel-
phia. Afier several months of prayer and preparation, our pastor af Mew bdanna
Baptist Church, Towy Shirley, approached us shout this mimistry and expressed the
great meed in our commuanity. We had a past of addiction oursebves and the nmer
city of Philadelphis was 2 perfiect place for us to minister. This type of minisiry is
what we had in mind so we decided to seek The Lord more intently. The close of
2016 brought ns to a decision, and we decided it was most cerfainly God's will 1o
stay and minister in Marion, Morth Carolins. We went to Fockford, Ilineis and
leamed what this minisiry entailed and decided this was if. 5o, we sef a starup
date on May 26th, 2017, and we have been prowing and have had the pleasure of
seeing lives made free and transformed through the gospel of Jesus Christ! Here
are a conple of our aftendess who have experienced this very thing, and these are

"My namie §s David Orostica. T grew Bl [N )
up in a Catholic family m the Bepublic
of Colombia n Ceniral America. By
the time I was & [ was out of church
and started nimming the siweets. At the
age of B, I was infroduced to dmgz deal-
ing and started to maffic dmgs myself
I didn't start doing doogs wmtil T was 9,
and for 22 years from that dme, T lived
a life of bustling, gans actwvity, and
violence. In that fime I fatally hammed
and even took others’ lives and had mewy attemapts at noy own life. It became such
2 problem that my famiky had to move to Florida in hopes to gat me awsy from
oy lifestyle, ot it only contimned. Addiction ook many loved ones and close
friends in these years and God was completaly absent fromn moy life natl T made
the decision recently to seek Him, ask for His forgiveness, and nooed oy will and
life over to Him. Since that morment, T kave had § months of victory over drugs
and am highly active in the commmnity, choch, and other crganizations. I am sall
striving o better myself and fulfill the purpose that God has planned for my life
and bessed me with "

"My name 15 Futhie Tepal. I was
ratzed in chorch my whole life and
nry maother tanrht me sbout The Lord.
Unfortunately, at the aze of 14, I bezan
nsing drugs. From then on, I was m
and ont of jail, mental instiirdons, and
even served two sentences in prison.
In those dark yesars, | sometimes .
prayved, and every once in a whils, Hacieoe Sepol
darkened the doors of a chuarch, bt T felt there was no way out of this Lifestyie and
&1l bope was lost (On March 1st, 2017, I finally started an attermpt at 8 sober Life,
s it wasn't unal June Iod. when I went to Fefonmers Unanimous at Mew hanna
Baptist Chuoch, that moy life changed. I leamed what baving a e relationship
with Jesus Christ really was and that's when I became truly free. I want to thank
Grod for saving me for this program, and for oy chureh that started it and lasthy,
I want to thank my mother for planting the sead of God's Word I ooy life. T have
now had victory over addiction for 9 monthe and have a tree relationship with my
Lord snd Savior Jesus Christ.”

It is cur passion to be 3 guidance and belp to anyone who sonzzles with any
addiction, and we believe with all of our hearts that "once an addict, always an
addict” does not have to be the standard. They can have complete and tme free-
dom, only through Fesns Christ. Prowverbs 13:12 says "Hope defermed maketh the
heart sick, but when the desire cometh, it Is a ee of life”. We defer hope when
we believe our addiction is an incurable iflness that we must batle the rest of our
life. The Bible tells us in Fobm 8:36 that "If the Son therefore chall make youn fres,
ve SHATL be free INDEED." We welcome yon to our program st Mew hanms
Bapeist Church Incated st 245 East Coure Street, Madon, WC. Owr meals start at
§:30 PM :nd our proeram starts at 7 PM until 9 PA every Friday nipht. You may
contact Justin Morris at (828)344-9883, or Eayla Mormis st (B28)381-1529 ar amy
fme. We look forward to serving you and vour loved ones!

Jushin Nowris & the Director gf R qf MeDowell County

USED
APPLIANCES

* Come and ses the friendly staff ar Jonathan’s

* We repair all major brands of appliances.
* We repair Monivor Heaters!

Cash It, Don’t Trash It!
We buy your used appliances!

149 Roan 5t., Spruce Pine, NC
828-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“A Litrle Our OF The Wav, Bur ALOT Less ro Pay™

SHIELPT0

D) L
Corrgie. 4
r PERGHASEPRIGE

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

+ &=

Saws

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 Norih davidgriffith58& frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith2 5@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, hitle chuldren, and have overcome thew:
becanse greater 15 he that 15 in you, than he that 1s in the

world I John 4:4

www brenews.com

December 2017- Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page 13



Lana’s Lines

The Book
By Lana Ellis
Tanmmezree

The fraprant aroma of the fresh cut Fraser fir from
Morth Carplina permesates the air. The tree in all its glo-
ry siands as the centerpiace of the festivities. Beneath
are carefully wrapped zifis tied in red and green dbbons
adomed with matching bows. After what seems forever
Christmas morning has finally amived. The excite-
ment grows not ooty for the children but other family
members as they gather. Then one by one the gifis are
dismmibuted and the pevealing of the confents begins.

Unable to wait any longer the children make haste ripping and fossing paper
from one end of the room to the other Shrills of screams echo off the walls as
they become recipients of the Latest tovs, games and gadeets they've sepn adver-
tised on TV since Halloween Granny also wastes no fime 2= she rips off the papsr
and pulls put her annnal gift from Grandpa, a long famme] night gown; however,
this year it"s green plaid mstead of the wsnal red.

Mot to be ont done her gift to Grandpa is matching flanne]l pajamas. Uncle
Zeke prondly displays the sweater hand knitted by his sister, Aunt Jodie Uncle
Zeke doesa't have one amm longer than the other bt his dear sister evidently
thinks so!

All eyes mm toward 5is holding a small box in her hand. She carefully
removes the oy bow and slowly opens the box. Please don't let it be a grocery
store gift card. Dismond eamings! He really came through this year! Hope he
remembers how nmach he loves her when the bill comes next month. Brother
Erins ear to ear as he shoors off iz new battery powersd drill Mo shirts and ties
for this Tool bdan. Speakinz of
ties spiffy Diad is deliphted with
his yellow bowtie and matching
dress shint It doesn't take a lot
1o make Mom happy. She ofien
says that having the family
year there was an extra-large
box under the wee for ber. The
family thowght it was about
time she had her very oam
“Lazy {Frl" recliner!!! Attachad
was 3 tag that said, “Puut your
feet up Mom and let us take
care of you today!™

As nsual it was another
fim-filled mme with gifis fior
everyone including the ammial
hilaricus gag gift for an unsnspecong recipient. 54l falking and lauphing the
hongry zroup headed toward the kitchen for the much anticipaied bome cooked
breakfast I stayed behind to pick up the wrapping paper and fancy bows that had
been tom asumder and scattered to and fro. With an oversmffed trash bag in hand
whils tuming to keave the room to join the others somesthing caunght vy eye. From
the now exposed bare foor beneath the free I retrieved an unopened zift It was
wrapped in what appesred to be ancient parchrment paper and ted simply with
brown tovine. With trembling hands T untied the string and gently peeled away
ihe frazile paper. Inside was a book and with the book was a note, “To Yoo, from
Biarnm.”

“The Book™ {io be contimmed)

Lana Eiliz resides in Kingspor? TN, next door to grandchiladren. Church s West
Colonial Hills Bapitst Church.

Need to go Christmas shopping
but don’t have a way?

M|E
MIP|T

COYRIGHT 2097 ENEIL

Mitchell County Transportation - 688-4715
Shopping in county or out of county
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The REest of the Story
Fammer Doug

I know that any of vou that bave worked in cormfield beans will understand how
they can imitate your skin, that is what happened to Clint in this story and he was
really shook up when be came in with the red whelks on his neck. His conument
was always, “Srong Like Boll™ but be really was 2 pussy cat around marny of the
farm activities. Many cases it really was the fear of the unknown in his werld and
very understandsbls.

In the second story, ooy consin, Betsy Hemrell, was always bonging me tea,
cookies, watermelon or other goodies when [ was working around her house.
Clint was mot familiar with bow the ladies took care of us men when we wers out-
side working. Betsy's commvent 0 me had been, “what is the matter with Clint,

I mied to brinz him watermelon out in the field and be wonld not even stop™ 1
explamed to her that be just did pot understand bow it worked out on the farm.
Clint leamed that lesson really quick!!

Clint’s Chronicles om the Funny Farm
Deaar friends,

I am always amazed by the notoriety arising from oy ad-
ventures af Harrell Hill Farms. Wherewer I roam folks point,
Clint's mishaps are factsl. Seeking & quiet meal at West-
em Sizzlin’ I hear, “Hey, I know vou! Did yon really plow
someone’s vard?™ .. How embamrassing! At a local charch
the lady zavs, “Be careful of those “killer proundbogs™ ..
Ay menhpod is diculed. On Facebook a frisnd suggests,
“Harrell Hillians beware. . it is sprimgtime and Farmer Cling
soon will be mounting the Jolm Deera!™ __ I'd like to wee
him crawl] out of the river anly to be assaulted by snakes on all sides! .
even escape at Wal-Mart, “Seen any coyotes, oops [ mean vorkies, lataly?™ ...
When will it end?

As ] rerminisce ghout ooy agriculiral prowess over the Iast vear I am amazed
that one man could survive so many near-misses with desth om the farm There
are mights I awsken temified of “what mizht have been™ yet thankful for God's
Pproteciive COVETIRE.

This month I want fo share two short stories, more evidence of how easily
things can o awry!

Ican't

It was a sweltering summer day as Dioug dispatched me to spray insecticide
on rows of beans and tomate plants. While I don't recall the exact name of the
chemical I believe it was first consin to Agent Orange. Despite temperatures in
the 20"s, my uddy insisted that I wear a ndiculous creps sait, gloves and hat.
Always compliant, I shithered my then fat self into the bumter’s green material
donned miy fammer’s gloves and set owt to eradicate the veggie canmibals,

I had the presence of mind to sfand down-wind of the fine chemical mist so
&5 nof to donk too many of the oy droplets. And spray I did. . up and down....
all arpund. . . bups gasping for their last precious breath as I bobbed and weaved
among the rows. Dodging pig wesd, swarms of homets and all manner of creepy
crawly things T mamenvered thronghount the vast garden. Mizsion accomplished.

thnnnnghnmeﬂmtemmgﬂ:es]ﬂnmmynkabmmng,mmm
feeling a5 thongh a parillion bees were - -
feasting on my blood. As 1 locked in
the mirror I noted what appeared to
e a vast blister, better said leprosy!
Alzs my life flashed before nay eyes as
I envisioned the end . . surely the das-
tardly chemical mixmre was expedit- "'
ing my trip to beaven. I scurried ro the M
farmhouse kitchen, hopinz only tobid  §§
farewell to Doug and Barbara

Burming headlong into nay moun-
fain-man friend oy eves telegraphimg terror and distress. he asked “Pollard,
what”s wrong with you™ I explain how I followed his instruction, “Doug, I wore
the suit and gloves even though the beat was nearly exhaunsting. I even thought
o stand upwind of the spray. But, as you see, my skin is being esten from the
ourside in.™

That crooked smile and mischiewvous look, the one be always displays jast
before saying “Pollard, I don’t know what I'm gonna do with you,” that ope. . and
he asked, “Th, did vou get tangled up in the beans™ Thinking back, I recounted
how a couple times the com row beans bad wrapped their smingy vines around myy
neck. once nearly taking me fo my kpees, “You are allergic o the bean vine, lots
of folks are " Dhoug said “Take a shoaer, dry it off and youw'll be okay in a couple
days.” Snickering. hawing a bit too nmach fon o1y opinion, my friend offered me
a piece of cake. And T devonred it, thankful that God spared me doath from the
mnclsar material.

Waving Watermelon. ..

I had been plowing, hoeing, raking and otherwise eating dust all day long. An
extended dry spell plagned our mountain farm as Doug lovingly and painstakinghy
faught me the process of harresting hay. I recently leamed to lift and mansport the
round bales (3 story for another dayv) and was reburning to the bam with a fresh
load.

As you know from previons musings, I love driving the tractor g . Toolng
alonp down Harrell Hill Foad I “was ome™ with the land. . content in my role as
farm hand exiracrdinaire. . privileged to captain the Eiofi along our maral roads.

I'm telling va, this was a hot day and I'd had no water in 3 few hours (Dong
doesn’t give me bresks @ ). As I rounded the bend I saw a3 lovely lady standing at
ihe intersection of Harrell Hill Rpad and Byrd Fioad Drawing near I recognized
Betsy, Doug’s cousin and my friend. Her anm was extended as though flyinz a
kite, but I quickly noticed that instead she was waving a piece of watennelon.

As ] passed by, I conld nearly taste the succnlent, dripping, cool red melon. And
I wondered aloud, “Why is Betsy standing there waving a slice of watermelon?
Such urmismal customs in these mountains. ™ Mevertheless, T smiled. tipped ooy
Fammer Clint hat a5 a gentlemanly gesture. and went to deposit the hay. All the
while wishing I could fisure out a way to finagle that watermelon from Betsy.

A weak or 3o later Dong remarked. “Yon owe Betsy an apology.” I searched the
cobwebs of my mind o comprehend what I possibly conld kave done to offend
this wonderful woman. “What did I do now?" I whined. Once sgam, his eyes
o mischievous marbles, oy fiiend explained, “‘Betsy tred w fag you down for
spme watermelon last week and you
just drowe by and waved ™

Immediately I went on the attack,
defenzive o the extreme [ pro-
claimed “Mow look, I doa't know
the mules of etiquette here. What was
I supposed to do? You know I like
Betsy, and youo knoar I like wrater-
melon. What vou don't know is that
I WANTED Betsy's watermelon!
But how was I to know she wanted
o share with me? It just dida't seem
right to stop and sav, “Hi Betsy, may [ please have your watermelon!” Or what if
I had leaped from the wactor and said, ‘Gimme that watermelon Betsy!™™ Buarst-
ing into laughter my fends Doug and Barbara nearly died ar the hilarity of that
vision.

Thet was an important day, though, n oy educanon at Hamrell Hill Farms,
What I leamed is that on the farm virteally every gesiure has meaning and every
movemsnt has purpose beyond what is apparent.

A fear darys later T apologized to Betsy for my fauee pas. “That's okay,” she szid.
“There's always another day and another watenmelon.” 5o, if yon're new here and
don't koo what to do, remsnber. . never fly by a lovely lady waving watermelon
in your direction g !

Fammer Clint

“CommiBed i Excelonce Unce 1HIY
FORTHER INSIBEANCE WOURD LE 10 WSy

YO AND YOUR FAMILY A
WERY MERET CHESTMAS

Sprace Fine Hewlond

87854121 FUHTH EH A3 7133041

Bormivile Banna Elk

£28.482-2047 WGURIACE ABELY  powpam.snds

ﬂm warw forinerimurance.com
Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LFE = HOME « CAlr « BUSIMESS
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“Holiday Grief”
By Tacob Willis
Ymmcgy Cowengy

The Holidays are depicted as happy times of fanity and
friends gathering arpund the tsble to celebrate life and fith.
This depiction is ttue for some people, as they are haaktiny,
close to relatves, and gainfolly employed Holidays canbea
people who bve alone. Nfamy of them rely on public transpor-
tation, meals oo wheels, semior cenfers, and neighbors for food and suppont. Their
lives are made beter by these semvices. Duming the holidays many of these services
aren’t available. Many of our locsl seniors are left withonr meals, or aoy way to get
out of the homse. Blamy semiors n mrsing facilifies miss their homes the most during
the holidays. The memories we all celebrate can hamt them. Many seniors sadhy ara
shandoned by their families, or they outlive therr familiss. Thanksgiving snd Christ-
mas are holidsys that many elderty people spend alone and nmsry. What cam we dio
chinmz this tme, and all year, o honor those whe have given so mnch fous?

First of all we can open our eyes and hearts to see aneed. Many times, dunng the
bolidays we can focns oo our families, food, and presents. Getting all of this fo-
zether can be overwhelming. During this time, it is really important to remember the
“Fesson for the Season™. Jesns came to semve the marginalized people of this world.
This season is abowt giving, loving, and sacrifice. T think Emmmmmndm
children that people who are less forhumate
are our responsibility. We have a responsthil-
ity to care for those who cared forus. We
have a calling to minkster to those who ame
hmery, imprisened, sick and homeless. e
are called to do this not only st Chrismas
and Thanksgiving, bat all year lonzg. If you
choose to vohmiest serving food to the
homeless, prisoners, or shui-ins, it will opean
your eyes to the great need in our world. Delivering gifis to the marsing bome and
People need someone o fove them They need somesne to care about them repardless
of what they have done or been.

Secondly, we can identify people in our own conumumity that have needs. We can
visit them identify their need and make them our adopeed family We need to make
o churches sware of the needs of others and challenze them to reach out and help.
Ifwe look in our conwmnnities; it mgy surprise us with what we see. Thking action
speaks londer than words. Presch the poepel everywhers and when necessary wse
wiords.

Finally, we need to develop meaningful relationships with elderly people. Aswe
zet obder our prioites in life change.. When you are young, chimbing up the ladder
of success seems to be very imponant. When yon are older relationships are the most
important aspect of life. Working with Hospice is not only about 3 patient’s physicsl
needs, but emotionsl, secio-econmmdc, and spinmal needs. We provide comifort and
family to muar patients regandless of cirommstance or ability to pay. Cur chents become
& part of the Hospice famdily. Wamy of them have no other fmily present in dueir
Liwes. Dfamy times after being placed on hospice our patient’s lives improve . Sendors
need compantonship smd comnmmity. They have much to share when if comes to life
experience and love. If you choose o make tern a part of your life. yon will certainky
repeive more than you sive.

Onr challenze dormg the Holidsys is not to Iy our kids all they want, or cook the
best meal, nor is it to have the best decorated howse, i is to be Fesus to marginalized
people. If we can make people’s lives better, we are sharing the Spirt of the Christ
Child.

Jacod Willis is an erdained pastor and Bereaverment Coordinator for Yancey
County Hospice. Tou may contact kim af jacelwidhospiceaf-ancay.ors.

bl

The wise men, themselves, were asirologers and studied the stars and planets
and knew, according to Tewish rabbis, of the mangle and that it had appearad
before the birth of Moses. Perhaps they interpreted it as a sign of a great event in
ihe land of the Tewish pecple. This may have been the star of Bethlebem Pisces
became the special constellation of the Hebrew people.

5Sull, many people prafer to believe that the sirtange star did appear, and that it
was simply a miracke and throughout the world today, the Christian holiday has
usually besun with the appearance of the first star of Christmas Eve.

The Festival of the 5tar is beld in Poland. Right affer the Christmas Eve meal,
the village priest, acts 35 the "Star Man" and tests the children's knowledge of reli-
gion In Alaska boys and girls carry a star shaped figure from house to house and
sing carols in hopes of receiving treats. In Hungary a star-shaped pattern is carved
in a kalf of an apple and is suppose to bring good hack.

In gemeral, the Christmas star symbolizes high hopes and high ideals - hope for
gocd fortune, hope for reaching above oneself For all lnoman beings, regardless
of religion, stars have special meaning for all share the heavens, no matier what
barriers keep them apart on earth.

Candles

There are mamy different reasons why candles are associ-
gted with Christmas althongh no ons knows when they first
bacame commected!

They were nsed dunng ancient winter solstice celebra-
tions 3 way of rememberimg that spring would scon come.

Ome of the earliest records of candles being nsed at
Christnas is from the middle ages, where a large candle
was used to represent the star of Bethlehem. Jesus is some-
times called ‘the Light of the World' by Christians. This
might have started the custom of the Advent Croam and
Advent Candles.

Candles were also originally nsed to decorate Christruas Trees, unfil safer elec-
mic lights were mvented!

Traditions of Christmas Bells

Bells, especially Chorch Bells, have wraditonally
b=en associzted with Christmas fior a long fime. In the
Anglican and Cathelic churches, the choch day stars at _(r‘
sunset, 30 aoy service after that is the first service ofthe ~
day. 5o a service on Christmas Eve after sunset is wadi-
tiomally the first service of Christmas day! In churches
that hawve a Bell or Bells, They are often nmg w signal
the start of this service.

In some churches m the UK, it is traditional that the largest bell m the charch is
nmg four times in the bour before midnight snd then af midnight all the bells are
nmg in celebration.

In the Catholic Clurch, Christmas and Easter are the only omes that hags is
allowed to be beld at Midnight. It%s radinonal that at both midnizhe Masses, the
church amd altar bells 100 in many cases are nmg while the Prest says the "Glo-
ra" ((Floria m excelsis Deo).

Having a Mass at Midnight at Chrisimas dates back to the early church, when
it was belisved that Jesus was bomn at midnight, although there has never been
aoy proof of this! A lot of Churches have midnizht services oo Christmas Eve,
althourh not every church will have a mass or communion as part of the service.
In many Catholic coumiries such as France, Spain and Iwaly, the midnight mass
seTvice is very important snd everyone fies to 2o to 2 service

In Victorian times, it was very fashionable to go carol singing with small hand-
bells to play the tune of the carol. Sometimes thare would only be the bells and no
sinzing! Handbell ringing is sl popular today.

Chrisvtmas Candy Cames

izsues.

loolk forward to working with her to benefit those in our care.

_‘,il\ Hospice and ‘Palliative
= s 5 |.1_|' ithe “[Huc ¢ |\._|JH¢ [
‘EF 'I-——u--l'-r [ e ] .-| e R

her with the important skills neceszary to serve patiemnts who are
coping with COPD, CHF, lung cancer and other respiratory

Recently we launched a program entitled “Breathe Easy™ to provide more extemsive care amd
education to these patiemts. Elizabeth will be insttomental in leading our efforts to constantly
improve respiratory care for all of our patients. Her kmowledge and expertise is extremely
wvaluable as Hospice of the Blue Bidge contimmes 0 groww onr range of serices.

The “Breath Easy” program is another way that we strive to fulfill our promise to provide the
highest guality of care possible. We kmow Elizabeth’s role will contribute to our success and we

(828)-765-5677

The Christmas =

Respiratory Therapist Joins Hospice Candy Cane origi- | WL ﬁ

iy < 2 nated in Genmamy
and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge sbout 250 years -l

F i 3 ? ago. They stared

Hospice of the Blue Ridge is happy to welcome Elizabeth s sl wiibe
Hollifield to our hospice teamn. She iz a life-long residemt of sugar sticks.
Mitchell County who loows and loves the comamunities we A story says
SEIVE. that a choimas-
Elizabeth earmed her Bachelor of Science degree from ETST ter, in 1670, was
and is a registered respiratory therapist who has served our worried sbout
community for over thirteen yvears. Her experience has equipped the children

sitting quietdy all through the long
Christmas nativity service. 50 he gave
them something fo eat to keep them
guiet! As he wanted to remind them
of Chrisonas, he made them into a
T shape like a shepherds crook, 1o
remind them of the shepherds that vis-
ited the haby Jesus at the first chrise-
mas. However, the earliest records
of 'candy canes’ comes from over
200 years Later, so the story, although
rather nice, probably i=n't Tue!
Sometme sround 1900 the red
=siripes were added and they were fla-
vored with peppemunt or Wintergreen.
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
Joy in Tribulation
By Billy Graham

In the Late fall of 1948, approximeately 36,000
square miles of land in porthern Italy were enmmlfed
s the min-swollen Po and Amo overs ran wild.
Hearly a million tons of nmd and nmck were dumped
in Florence alone. One mdred thousand persons
were left hormeless. Priceless measures of the Fenais-
sance were damaprsd or reined.

Nowhera does the Bible teach that Christisns are to
e exampt from the mbulations and mataral disasters
that conme upon the world. It does teach that the Christian can face ribalation, cn-
sis, calamity and personal suffering with a supematural power that is not availsble
io the person ontside of Christ.

“Mowhere does the Bible teach that Christians are to be exempt from the tmibu-
lations amd natural disasters that come npon the werld ™
Thonsands of Christians have leamed the secret of contenmment and joy in mial.
Some of the happiest Christians I have met have doonk the full oop of sl and
misfortune. Some have been life-long snfferers. They have had every reason to
siph and complain, being denisd so memy privilerss mmd plessures that they ses
others enjoy, yet they have foumd sreater canse for sratiuds and joy than many
who are prosperons, vigooons and strong.

Thay have learned fo ghoe thanks “alwayz for all things ... fo God the Fathar in
the name f our Lond Jesus Cheist” (Ephesians 5200

Christizns can rejoice in ribulation becanse they have eternity’s values in view.
When the pressures are on, they look beyond their present predicament to the glo-
ries of Heaven. The thought of the fivnare life with its prerogatives and joys helps
o make the mials of the present seem lizht and transient.

The earty Christnans were sble to experience joy i their hearts in the midst of
irials, tronbles and depression. They counted suffering for Christ not 2= a burden
or misfornme bt as a great honor, 25 evidence that Christ counfed them worthy
to witness for Him throngh suffering. They pever forgot what Christ Himself had
zone throngh for their ssbvation, and to suffer for His name’s saks was regarded as
a gift rather than a burden.

He Made No Falie Promises

Jesus Christ spoke frapkly to His disciples conceming the funme. He hid noth-
ing from them. Mo one could ever accuse Him of decepticn. Mo one could accose
Him of securing allegiance by making false promises.

In ummistakable language He told them that discipleship meant a life of self-demi-
2] and the bearing of a cross. He asked them o count the cost carefully, lest they
should fom back when they met with suffering snd privaoon.

“Im unmistakable lanruaze He told them that discipleship mesnt @ life of self-
denial and the bearmg of a cross ™

Tesus told His followers that the world would hate them They wonld be “ax
sheap in the midst gfwolves ™ (Matthew 10:18). They would be amested, scourged
and brought before governors and kings. Even their loved ones would persacate
them As the world hated and persecuted Him, so it would trest His servants. He
warned further, " They will pur you ouf gf the yrapoeues; yas, the fime it coming
that whoever Eils you will think thar he gffers God service ™ (Jobn 16:2).

Many of Christ's followers were disappointed in Him for in spite of His wam-
ings they expected Him to subdue their epemiies and to sef up a world political
kingdom. When they came face to face with reality, they “weni hack and walked
with Him no more ™ (Tohn 6:66). But the true disciples of Jesus all suffered for
their faith.

Tacims, a Foman historizn. writing of the earty Christian martyrs, said “Dock-
ery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of heasts, they
were torm by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the
fiamies and bumt, to serve as nightly ilhmyinstion, when daylizht kad expired.
Mero offered his gardens for the spectacle ™ How true were the words of Paul o
the early Christans. “'We must fhroueh many ribuiatons enter the kngdom of
God ™ (Acts 14:22).

Bathed in the Blaze

We are told that the martvrs went rejoicing to their deaths, as if they were zoing
io 3 marriage feast They bathed their hands m the blaze kindled for them and
they showted with gladness. Ome early historian, witpessing their beroism. wrote,
“WWhen the day of victory dawned, the Christans marched in procession from the
prison to the arena as if they were marching to Heaven with joyous countenances
agitated by gladness rather than fear ™

“Thusz, they conld regard prezent difficulnies as of litle consequence and cowld
@ndiore thamn with patience and chearfliiness. ™

We are not surprised that the early Christians rejoiced in snffering. since they
looked af it in the light of etemity. The nearer death the nesrer a life of eternal
fellowship with Christ. When Iznatins was sbout to die for his faith in A D 110,
be cried out, "Nearer the sword, then nearer o God, [n company with wild baasts,
in compary with God. ™

The Christans of the early church believed that “rhe syfferings of this prezens
fime are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us™
(Fiomans §:18). Thus, they could regard present difficulties as of little conse-
gquence and conld endure them with patience and chesrfulness.

In all ages Christians have found it possible to maintzin the spirt of joy n the
hour of trial. In circumstances that would have falled most people, they have so
completaly risen above them that they acnually have used the crcumstances fo
serve and glorify Christ. Paul could write from prison st Foms, 7 wani you fo
ko, beethran, that the things wiich happened to me have actually fwrned out for
the furtherance af the gospel™ (Philippians 1:13).

Count it as a Blessing
In onar day millions of Christians are suffering i many parts of the world.

Christians hawve
been killed and their
churches phondered.

The Bible reaches
that every believer
who is faithful o
Christ nmst be pre-
pared to suffer at the
hands of those who
are enemvies of the
Gospal. “Tes, and
all who dezire fo live
godly in Christ Jasus
will syffer parsec-
rion, ” said Panl (2 Tmothy 3:12).

However, Christ told His disciples that they were not to coumt it a siroke of
affficiion when they were reviled and persecuted. Fuather, they were to count it as
a favor and a blessimg. Thev were to “mgjoice and be exceadimely glad ™ (Mat-
thew 5:12). Just as Jesus had overcome the world, so they thronzh His grace and
strenzth wonld owercome the world. Thos, they were to be of good chear.

“I have found n ooy travels that those who keep Heaven in view remain seTens
snd cheerfnl in the darkest day. If the glores of Heaven were more real tons,
ifwe lived less for material things and maore for things eternal and spiritual we
would be kess easily disturbed by this present life ™
They were to be “more than conguerors ™ (Romans 8:37). They were to glory in
mbulations (Fomans 5:3). When beaten and threstened with worse Teatment if
they contimned o prezch Christ, Peter and John departed, “regioicing thar thay
ware cowdited worthy fo spffer thame for Hiz name. And ... they did not cease
reaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ™ (Acts 5:41-42)

As we read the book of Acts, we soon realize that suffering and death mdensi-
fied the joy of the early Christians, The Apostle Panl could wote, “T am excesd-
mmghy joygfil in all eur tribuilation ™ (2 Corinthians 7:4).

Im 31 his sufferings and somows, he expenenced a deep, abiding joy. He writes
of being “sormowyflel, yef ahwas rgioicing ™ (2 Cormthians § 100, With sincerity he
declared that for Christ’s sake he was content with weaknesses, imsults, hardships,
persecutions and calamities (See 2 Connthians 12:107.

I hawe found in my travels that those who keep Heaven in view remain serene
and cheerfnl in the darkest day. If the glores of Heaven were more real tous,
if we lived less for material things and more for things etermal and spiriinal, we
would be kess easily disturbed by this present life.

In these days of darkness and upheaval and uncertainty, the tmstfiol and for-
ward-lpoking Christian remsains optmistc and joyiul, knowing that Christ must
reign, and “Jfwe endure, we shall alze neigm with Him " {2 Timody 2:12).

Put Your Trust in Him Today

For all throughout the world who are sufferme, our Lord bas these words from
the Sermon on the BMMount: “Blersed are vou when they revile and persecufe you,
and zay ail Beds qf evil agamst you filzely for My sake. REgioice and be exceed-
imgly glad, for great 3 your neward in hemoen, for so they persecuied the prophels
who ware bgfore you ™ (Matthewr 5:11-12).

“In the midst of it all, there is the promise of viciory.”

Speaking of our sabration, the Apostle Peter said- "Tn thiz you grearly rejoice,
though now jfor a limthe while, [f need be, you have been grieved by various -
als, that the genuimaeness of your finith, being much more precious than gold that
parishas, thowugh it iz sested by firg, may be found to praise, honor, and glory ar the
revelation af Jesus Chrizt, whom having not zeen vou love. Though now yvou do
nof oee Him, vet believing, vou rejoice with joy imexpressible and full gf glory™ (1
Beter 1:5-8).

Perhaps in vour particular circumstances you are undergoing peychological
suffering which is just as real as physical suffering Tt may be a suffering that yon
Cannod express even o your dearest fiend—an fmward suffering, 3 hearrending,
heartbreaking suffering.

In the midst of it all, there is the promise of victory. Christ has overcome the
world, and you by faith can overcome the world through our Lord Tesus Christ
(See 1 John 5:5).

Pt yoor st in Him today. Fepent of your sins. Receive Him as your Savior
and let His serenity, His joy, His peace, be vours in the midst of the hard realities
of the life that you have o live wiherever you are. ©1965 BGEA

Scripture quotstions are taken from The Holy Bible, Mew Eing Tames Version.

You can know the joy of the Lord.
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Revival

By Jim Hart
Avery Coungy

Last sumaner, 8 munber popped up oo my phone
that [ recognized. It was a fellow pastor I kadn't heard
from in &t least 8 vear. A pastor who far exceeds me
in Methodist hierarchy, and I canzht myself saying
ont lond, “wonder what she wants with me™ This
pastor who happens to have 8 bunch of letters affer
her name and & degres from Yale on her wall wantsd L
to know if T would come ont to her church and talk
ghout the mission of Crossnore School and Children’s Home a5 it relates to the
Crospel. It will be a great gathering she said. And then she skyly shid a word o
our conversation that smikes fear into my heart - revival You see, I zrew up an
Eastern WC Baptist Church. We didn’t lve wvery far from highray 301which was
the main route from Delavare o Flonda. Every spring and fall, waveling preach-
ers would come throngh town, setf up their tents and advertise 3 good old fashion
tent revival.

I went to 3 few of those revivals. I can still bear the words and see the actions
of those preachers bumed into my memory - lots of hard preaching and jumping
around. I will never forget the red faces and white dried lips of those pastors as
they Laid the law down on we sinners who sheared up on that steanty Samrday
night. S0, when I was asked if T wounld come preach a revival, my antomatic
thought was no. I can't do that. T don’t have that kind of charisma about me. It is
not one of the gifis God gave me. Then she said thers would be food, and Twas
instantly in. You see, I love a good church potlock. Mothing like putting your life
at the metcy of a cassercle that has been simmenng in the backseat of soneone's
car on & warm spring day. Undaunted by any amount of gastro mfestinal distress, 1
agread to ber request.

Friends, I loath the word revival. I am fired of all the words we clorch folks,
both pastors and congressnons use abont growih - revival, repewal, refresh - the
Lzt goes on. We zet together and falk about ways to make our chuarches groar; how
o get new folks n church; bow to growr membership. The words fiy about, and
the ideas start fowing Lat’s start 8 contermporary service with 2 band  Or mayhe,
we can build a really nice playgroumd. A playeround will sttract people with kids.
How sbout if we get some hip App. student with skinny jeans and Chacos to be
our youth paster? That will work. Or, Thawve & great idea, let’s have a revival. We
can advertise it. It will be for several days, and we can get different pastors to
come speak. It will be great?

Friends. we need to stop offering folks casseroles and eleciric gnitars. We need
o stop offenng them grest playeroumds and hip yoang fiolks in skinoy jeans. We
need to revive, refresh, renew with JTesus. We need to offer folks Jesus. And not

)
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thrn window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
*Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
*Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program”

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914

Just so they will come to our church, mot so they will put in the offering plate, not
50 wWe Can count them as 2 member and turm it i oa our end of the year reports,
Tt because as Christians, as followers of Christ, it is what we are called to do.
By walking along beside others and by sharing the Good News, we are being the
comnunity of faith, we are in communion with one another and that is what the
church is called to do and o be. The charch is not called fo lock oursebves aanay
inside our stained-glass ghettos, only wormying about our personal prosperity and
by that, I mean our cem personal salvation We are called to offer people Tesus.

In the Gospel of MMark, Tesns went into homes and svnagopues, teaching amd
hesling. And people cames to him the sick and the demon possessed. Those whao
couldn’t come on their own were brooght to the feet of Tesus by others. They weare
offerad Jesns.

While in Capernaum. 2 paralytc was brought on a mat fo the feet of JTesus.
They didn't tam away because of the coowrd. They were not deterred. They of-
fered their friend Jesus by dizging through the hard-baked roof, making 3 hole m
lowwer their paralyzed friend down to Fesns. We cannot give up on offering folks
Jesus, even when it"s hard. . even impossible.

Cm December 11, 1911 that is exactly what Dr. Mary Marmin Sleop did. A
woman who kad already been mumed down for medical school because of her zen-
der; & woman who grew up in 8 ime when women were mostly only educated on
how to be a great wife and mother, dug through the roof of inequality, poverty and
dicezza by affering the people surroundime a srmall community in Western WNC,
medical care and education And she did it by first offerme them Jems,

Dr Sloop and ber hnshand Doctor, a5 she referred o him, spent their first
Sumday in Crosspore atending Sanday School in what she referred to as the most
interesting uilding in town. It was an interesting bnilding across from the zeneral
store and post office. Mo one knew exactly how old it was. Sloop wrote that it
looked like it was made from wood from the Ark. It was nothing more than a
paorly made shed But, it was the schoolbouse, church, and magistrate’s court-
ropm for the whole region. It was a dark and gloomy tuilding. The inside was
stained from smoke from a poorly fitting pipe. As Dr. Sloop sat and listened to the
very serions bt sickly Sonday School teacher. some folks noticed her Bible was
marging of her Oaford Teaching Bible, and they wanted one.

Cm that cold Sumday, Sloop told everyone that she would zive them a Bible just
like hers if they memorized 200 verses of scripture. Within a short fime, 3 young
boy showed up and accepied the challenze. He insisted on standing while reciting
his verses. He said be had never st down to leam them, 5o he stpod and recited
all 200, It was the entire zenealogy n Genesis.

From these humble beginnings in nothing more than 3 shed and a determined
wioman offering people Tesus 2080 verses of scripture at a time, The Crossmore
School began Today, Crossnore School and Children’s Home is 8 residential
zroup foster home for more than 135 kids rangzing from 14 months old fo 20 vears
old. More than 300 kids in western MC are tonched by our outpatient, Diay Treat-
ment and educational services. What Dir. Sloop started in the early 1900s contin-
ues tnday. We may not memorize 20 verses of scripture at 3 tme, bat we offer
hope and bealing by tearing the roof off the cycle of abuse and neglect so preva-
lent in the lives of our children. Today, we offer our children Jesus in a Christian
sanciuary of bope and hesling and friends, that is a rewival.

Jim iz the Director af Christian Education and Campus Paztor af Crossmore
Schoo! and Children & Homea, He fives in Crossmore with his wife, Caroling and
therr five out gf control children
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| Don't Want to Talk About It:

Part Two
By Jazom Koon
Burke Couniy

This is the second part of 3 series sbout things that
we a5 Christians often hesitate to speak about, at
about which the bible is very clear.

Palitics

Cm spone lewel, we love to talk about politcs, mavbe
a lirtle bit too nmnch, and perhaps that is the problem. Pontius Pilate, when Jesus
was standing before him  asked sbout the location of JTesus” kingdom to which
Tesus famounshy replied. “Ady Einpdom iz mot gf this worid. ™ The Disciples, for
their part, didn't really get it either. We all remember Peter in Matthew's Gospel,
confessing His faith that Tesus was the long-awzited Messizh but we forgst that
after that Jesus went inte 3 speach about how the Messiah would have to suffer
and die at the hands of “sigful men ™ Everyone who keard this would have known
that be was speaking abont the Jewish-Foman power monopoly that domimated
the landscape during this tme, the very power monopoly Peter believed Jesus had
come to overthrow. This dide’t fit with his conception of the Messiah (or aomyone
else’s at that moe). The MMessiah was supposed to be a sthong warrior King, a King
that would overthrow Foman mile and establish Isrzelite national sovereiznty once
and for all, bat Jesus had other plans. Fost like he told Pilate, “my Hngdom i3 mot
of thiz world.” We know now that Jesus didn't come to release God's people from
the bondage of the Foman Empire. his mission was to liberate ns from a far more
simister enemy; that of sin and death. We know nowr that He didn®t have time to
mess around with temporary warkords like the Fomans. This has not changed.

I worry about modem-day Choistismity in many ways. I worny that oar biblical
literacy is lacking and that we are losing touch with the ancent roots of our faith.
And I worry that we are becoming more like Peter, you know the guy to whoom
Tesus =aid, “gat behind me Sotan”™ In the days afier the presidential election Last
year Facebook became a bizame place. I saw articles warning that Tromp wioalkd
bring a permanent end to democracy m America and I saw hymns of praise extol-
limg Good for enpineering the rize of His anointed to the presidency, and everything
elze in berwesn.

Now, the Psalms are fillad with bymns of Praise to God for the King and the
Prophetic books are often extremely harsh on unscrapulous men who wield power
without wisdom. I'm not saying these are not legiimate expressions. I'm not say-
ing Christians should stay out of politics sltomether. I'm not saying we shouldn't
do all we can to make this world a better place while we're bera. I'm just saying
that “My Lingdom is not af this wordd " The election of a Fepublican does not add
io the inheritance we have in Christ or threaten our once fimm hope in the coming
Kingdom. Our hope is in Jesus and i His Eingdoom, 3 kingdom that canmot be
shaken a kingdom that is comung regardless of who is elected and what laws are
passad. Unfml then we, like Jesus, may have to suffer at the hands of sinful men
and women. This world may become an increasingly dark and dangerous place for
s, or it may not, I don't know. But I do know that Jesus also said, “fake heart,
Jor I have overcome the world ™ We are to owvercome 35 He has overcome. We
fight thiz hamle not with swords or ammows, or well-crafted political campaigne; we
fight this batie with the good news of the love of JTesus and the Wisdom of God.

Jason Koon iz Pastor gf Brideed? Church in Morganton, NC.

MNow when Jesns was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days af Herod the

king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jernsalem, Matthew
1-1-12

Chureh!

The Gift of Peace
By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke County

It seems more and maore that our nation and
our learts are at unrest and peace sepms to be no-
where in sight The news is a constant reminder
of another heart ache dus to the latest dizaster or
tragedy.

Sometimes, st fthe storms in our own lives
Eive us another stark reminder that the ememy is
trving desperately to steal our joy and our peace.

Lorenzo Do went through a period of soul-
searching He wanted a relationship with God.
He wanted o be filled with the Spirit. And finslly, &God inspired him, “Believe the
blessing now.” That is, “Believe that vou've received it™

That prowed a breskthrough for Lorenro. He said, “A gentls nimwing peace
filled my soual.™

Before, Lorenzo had boumeed often between ecstasy and melsncholy. He
was often discouraged  But now Lorenzo began to experience what he called a
“simple, sweet, nmning peace from day to day, s0 that prosperity of adversity
didn’t produce the ups and downs as formerly; but my soul is more like the ocean,
while the bottom is sall calm ™

Lorenzo Do was filled with the Spirit. And be was filled with the quality of
peace. He became 3 powerful man of God.

Peace is not 2n atiribute we sioive for. It is not 3 state of mind we achieve
through some meditative state.
Peace iz a gift God offers. We
receive it by faith. When we
open our hearts to the Spirit, the
Spirit brings peace. T=n't that s
comforting thowsht?

Scripture calls the Holy Spint
our Comforter. The Wew Testa-
mvent word is paraclete. It means
“‘one who stands alongside.”

He is the one who holds us ap
and supports us, ENCoOUrages us,
steadies us, and gives us peace.

Peace is a state of calm assur-
ance when everyihing else around us is seemingly out of control. Tt is the result
of tmust, of knowing that somepns mnch greater than we are is in confrol. Peace iz
the opposite of worry.

Worry projects the worst possible scenario on the screen of our minds. Peace
trasts that God will woerk to accomplish His good in every situation. The apostle
Baul declares, “Hi [Jesus | Himself i our peace ™ (Eph. 2:14). Jarus iz the
“Prince gf Peace” (Isa0:8). Feceiving Him we receive peace. And when we are
at peace with God. . being miserable is not an ophon.

The old byrmm states it well: “Peace! Peace! wonderful peace, coming dowm
from the Father above; sweep over my spirit forever, I pray, in fathomless billows
of love.”

S0 during this Chrisimas Season. . .open your heart to receive heaven's Dove of
Peace Accept His gift of peace It is yours for the askinz You will receive the
wery best gift ever.__the gift of peace!

Rick Mercer iz the pastor af the Morganton Seventh-day ddhventizt Church ar
2157 Jomestown Road, Morganion. Thay can be reached at §70-820-35492 or

Cimercariaitas. net. Check ont www.morganionsda.org. Thar passion it fo share
the lowe af Jesws with all who will listen.
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The Journey

Blue Ridge Hospice & Palliative Care

By Brext Price
Adeechell Coungy

As we begin to prepare for apother Christmas why
don’t we pause for o moment” We have been invited on a
Journey. The invitaton for seme persous 15 lond and clear,
direct and wunistakable For others the invitation is 2
slight mz on the hears. a whisper or perkaps a longzing for
somathing we can't find words to exprass. Even though
we may wavel wirtk others, the experence is always
Tmdqualy our oW

As fioolish & ot may soumd 1o some people, s20 your eves on a star and follow it
i the place whare 3 clhild is waiting. Doa't gat dismacted by deception and short-
oz, Embrace those who mavel with you and help those whe grow weary zlons
tha way.

Thers is no roadmap, no soothing veice of & GEFE, only Spint. The Spint iz
wrinng the map on vour beart. Follow it

Don't allow desp discovats or coupon codes to hinder you Whatever vou think
vou mught zzin is an tlnsion. 2o marter bow nuach yon may thank God thes eed-
less accumulation will come to nothing. Battaties die. things break and there’s
abways the newest mode] that makes vour toy obsolete. Diow't 2et stuck in this
madness.

Prepare and take that first step. Pray,
search listen Turn off your cell phone.
The jovoney might be lonsz, especially
if someocns is coumnns on you to belp
themn along the way, Foous on sesing
and kearing with yeur heart Pray some
more Won don't have o take wach with
vou-— the slightest glinumer of fzith and
bkope. 2 willing hear:, perbaps 2 naed vou
can’t put into words. Bamember, God
Las promasad to provide bread for your jonrmey and light for vour path.

Bafora lonz. thers wow are, standing in the presapcs of perfect love. Slowly yo
realize that you par_kedm ore than you thought. The hands of a child reach to uard
you to accept your burdea and your pam, your woary and your doubt. A bope that
iz moore than wishinl thipking begins to num inside snd vou realize that your life
15 the best zift vou can offer

The mip was worth if, every step and stomble. However, the amiving is just
another beginning. FKeep vour bazs packead

FRaverend Brenr Price is a chaplam af Hospce & Pailliamve Care of the Blue
Rid=e

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Amazing Love

Ev Fev. Bruce Cannon
Mitchall Coungy

Isaigh #:2, & “The peaple that waiked in darfness have saen
a great gkt they that ghwell i the land of the shadow of

dgatf, wpon them hath the light shined. For unie us a child
iz horm, unto w5 a son i1 given: and the government shall ba
Lpan his showlder: and kiz name shail be called Wonderfll,
Counzeller The mighiy God, The everiasting Father, The Prince of Pence ™

It's =0 hard 1o believe that Thanksgiving Day bas already passed, and Chrisonas
is just around the comer.

Time seems to be flying so f2st! Many of us are having to oot just do twa
things at oace, buf are having to mwult-task o stay on pace. Weare in such a
fast-paced state that we do not have dme to stop, think ab::-u'r the fitme of year :|[ is,
enjoy the holidays or even anjoy ¢ :
fanuly. . mawy of whom make a
speecial effort to be togethar dur-
ing thase imes: of the year

My hope and praysar is thar we
can slow down the wexs sevaral
weeks and take ome 1o really
confeniplate what this Season
is all sbout. As vou kpow, at
Chrjsimas we celebrate the
sreatest gift ever! “. o thow
shair call his name JESUS: for -
he shall save kis peoole from thetr sing, * (Mathew 1:21)

The Scriprares state; “The sieos gf @ good man are ardered by the LORD,
(Fzalm 37:23). We need the Lord to order (direct) our steps always: bur espacially
at this mme -.'.'-f the vear. We do not need to let the Chrisnmas Sezson go by withowt
really spending tirpe praistpg 2nd thanking God for “his unspeakable zife™
Cur prayer for yow is that vou are able o know His amazing love this Chrstmas
That the messags the angals spoke at His birh is mee in vour life and family:
“peace on ezrth”.

We pray your family is akle to be together, that everyone 15 as well as possibkle
and that vou can spend guality dme loving on esch other over the next few weaks.
From my bome and beart to yours, Meamy Chrismmas!

Rev. Bruce Cannon currently semaes a5 the Sewlor Pastor gf Dear Creek Bapisi
Church in Bakerswville. Formerly he served as Director gf Missions for the Biaden
Bapiist Associanon and has served on the General Board of the Bapiizr Share
Convention gf Narth Carpiing,

e
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House

E&Eﬁﬂﬂ

(828) 433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
www.claytonmorganton.com

The best time to
bag a trophy home.

Save thousands on a new home.
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PRUITT HEALTH WOULD LIKE TO
WISH YOU MERRY CHRISTMAS'!

‘x‘ PruittHealth
HOME HEALTH

There's no place like home.

PruittHealth Home Health delivers premium care in the
comfort of your own home. Our clinicians provide nursing
services, physical and speech therapies, IV care, social
services, and more.

We provide the same exceptional service, with the same
caring staff, with a new name. The PruittHealth family is
growing, and we remain committed to caring for you and
your health.

Avery County: Mitchell County: Yancey County:
(828) 7331550 (828) 688-3421 (828) 682-7825

pruitthealth.com
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
reqﬂng for a cleaner community
(?}_‘7

% ,\) and a greener environment. %@

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Berqﬁ[upsl Baptist Church

What's Your Attitude Toward Christmas

By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell County

What's your atdimde toward Chrisonas? I hate to say it
but we live in a time where we have developed the wrong
attifude about Christmas_ The world has tried to steal
Christmas just like the Grinch did in the Book Dr. Senss
wrote mary years age. Many of yon know the story of what
happens in the town of Who-ville. The Grinch heted sesing
and hearing all the people celebrammye Christmas - so be tmes w figuare oot a way
o stop Chrismas from coming to Who-ville. He decides thar if e steals all the
presents, decoratons and special Christmas food then ke will stop Christmas
from coming. He spends the whole night before Christmas snesking around and
stealing everything Christmassy from all the houses in Who-ville. When Christ-
mas morning comes the Grinch is shocked that his plan dida't werk - Chrismas
still comes to Who-ville. The people are stll happy, and they gather hand in hand
to sing Christmas songs. He learns that Christmas is more than just presents and
decorafions. TODAY THE WORLD TRIES TO STEAL THE EEAL CHERIST-
RAS AWAY FROM US BETTER THAN THE GRINCH TRIED TO STEAL IT
FROM WHO-VILLE.

The Grinch mied to steal Christmas by taking saay some of the things related to
Christmas - but that only helped the people of Who-ville to forns on what was left
- which was actmally more important. The world steals Christmas better than the
Grinch because it doesn't take things away. If just replaces what is most importamnt
sbout Chrisonas with things that draw our fooas away from the real meaning of
Chrstmas. Everyone who lived doom in Who-ville liked Christmas & lot. . But
the Grinch, who lived just north of Who-ville did not! “The Grinch hated Christ-
mas, the whole Chrisonas season, and no one guite kpew the reason, it conld be
perhaps his shoes were too tght. It could be, his head wasn't screwed on just
right. . .But, I think the maost likely resson of all, was that his heart was two sizes
too small™

We can never haye
the rght Christmas with
the Wrone Ariude. To
have the right amimds
&t Christmas is to know
what Christmas is really
sbout. It's not about hight
and gifts you find on and
under a tree. It not sbowut
Elack Friday, sales, and
deals of a life e or fTy-
ing to find the right zift to
make someone happy. It's
shout 3 Savier who came
o this world aver 2000
years ago who came and B
gave his Life that yon and I mizht have eternal life. Ir‘sahmttar&lauunsh.lpnm
our Lord and Savior Tesus Christ whe desires to live in you, and show you His
Lowve, His Presents, and His Power each and everv day of our lives. It's also about
expenencing the greatest love that a person can ever imagine. It is an unoomdi-
tional love. There is nothing you can do o stop His love for vou, and there is
nothing you can do to make Him love yon anymore, See, to me, the real meaning
of Chrisimas is God's Love He offers to us frealy, o all who will believe m Him
Folks, toys come and go. things zet old and tear up, the things we hold dear to ws,
so0m beave us, but God's Love is forever The Right Attinade for Christmas is to
hawve the sfimde of Lowve toward oor Lord and Savier Jasus Christ.

Diom’t get caught having the wrong attitade this Christmas.

Words of Wisdom:

= Artimde is 3 little thing that makes a big difference. Winston Churchill

= People may hear your words, bt they feel your attitude. Toln C. Masowell

* Weskness of attitude becomes weakness of character. Albert Einstein

* Happiness doesn't depend on any external condidons, it is govemed by our
mental attitude. Diale Camegie

* The greatest discovery of my generation is that a buman beimg can akter his
life by altering his attindes. William Tames

* The only dizsahility in lifs is a bad srtimde. Scort Hamilon

Attitude Is Everyihing

There ooce was 3 woman who woke up one moming, looked in the mimor, and
noticed she had only three hairs on her head. Well ™ she said, "I think Il braid ooy
hair today? So, she did, and she had a wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mimror and saw that she had only two
hairs on her head

"H-AI-M " she said "I think I'll part ooy kair down the middle today?™ So, she
did and she had a grand day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror and noticed that she had onby
one hair on ber head

“Well" she said "today I'm going to wear my hair in & ponytail " 5o, she did,
and she had 2 fon, fim day.

The next day she woke up, locked in the mirror and noticed that there wasa'ta
sinzle hair on her head.
"YEA!" she exclaimed, "I don't have to fix my hair today!™ Attimde is everything.
MiA

Steve Williams is the Pastor ¢f Berry Chapel Baprizt Chureh m Spruce Pine.
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Blessed by Good Man :
el Couy Mountaineer Pawn Shop

12513 8. 226 Hwy. *» Spruce Pine, NC
(828)765-7651

There is not a family or individual who has not bean
down the hard road of losing 3 loved one to death. At
somne fime in our lives we will have to go through this
kind of beartbresk. Mo family is invmume to this fact. 3ot '
EVEn mine.

Several vears azo, our family got the news that no one
wants to bear. My father-in-law, Jr. Hoilman, was diag-
nosed with cancer. There is really no way one can prepare themselves for this kind
of news. I believe that no matter how it happens, we are never prepared to give up
the ones wea love. Cur family went throngh all the emotions and aps and downs
just like everyone elss. Forme it is one thing as a pastor to ry to help another
family, bt it's another thing for my own family to go through it. Whea you're the
pastor, who is your pastor? Guess [ hadn't thonght of that till it happenad.

We had a wonderfl group of people who rallied around us. Our church families

meant 50 muech o us dunng this fime, They prayed, visited, prepared food, called,
efc. They will never know how noach it helped. It's wonderful to know that when

ON SALE e 315t

you need someone, there are those who will be there even without asking. I really SCCY 9mm Pistols
don’t understand how people make it through such tdmes withouat the support and EFI,' mzm
love of family, friends, church families, and most importantly, the love and bope or

of Christ. During these difficult imes is when our Lord draws so close. We often

may feel as if we can’t make it throngh ot His grace is alwavs there af just the
right mme.

We often hesr of the hormor stories of how bad a person’s relationship is with
their in-lews. Fact of the martter is, [ believe the reladonship, will be what we
make of it If in-laws want to have a great relationship they can. If either side
wanis o be difficult, they will be. If they want to be a blessing they will I believe
it's @ matter of what we choose to be. I can honestly say that I had one of the
best relafionships with my father-in-law. You may think that is impassible, but I
experienced it.

Char friendship starred some 28 vears ago. I started dating this pretry little zirl
at the hesd of White Cak outside of Bakersville. The road stayed hot as I maveled
up it as often a5 Jr. and Linda would tolerate me. The first time T met oty firmre
in-lawrs a5 & teenage boy, [ was nervons to say the least. On moy first visit T spalt
almpst an entire glass of sweet tea on the sofs. Talk about blowing a first impras-
sipn! They extendad a liftle grace and Jr. mubbed it in a little, bt they accepted me
for me, warts and all!

From day one, Jr. treated me like a man. He showed respect and never spokes
down to me. Withont even realizing it, be was helping me zrow iofo 2 man. I'm
sure that there were times that be asked himself, “What is wrong with that boy™™
By respecting me, be eamed my respect for kim. Respecting one another was a
key in our relationship as in-laws. I respected him and the relationship he had with
my wife as her father and he respected me and my relanonship as ber lnashand.
Muieal respect goes a long way in building smong friendships.

When my boys were bom he
tmied to be the best Papaw he could
be. You grandparents are very
different when it comes to grand-
children! All together Ir. had five
grandsons. You read it right, five
grandsons. He gave them toy guns,
kmifes to whittle with, and always
made birthdays and Christmas extra
special. There is no doubt that the
boys knew they were loved by
Papaw.

We realize that our family will never be the same We do rejoice however that
we have a hope in Christ that even death cannot take away. God allowed our
family to make mamy wonderful and precions memories that will be in our hearts
abavays. Onr famuily, just like others_will contime to press on with the hope that te t t
we will see Jr. (2.ka. Papaw) again one day. We will cherish the time God gave V d B E kf &5 | d B
us. I will always chernich the fiendship that me and Jr. kad. T will miss hime. T was n Eﬁ rea 35 a a ar
truly blessed by 3 good man.

Limited Lifetime armni}r

Hmchﬂbuﬂmﬁhnnwﬂmmﬂmmmﬂﬂ@mmmh i" Mﬂrgﬂﬂton
Breakfast = Lunch

Deli Sandwiches

1-40 at Exit 105

HIDGE JAVAY Excenieam | |Come See Us at Our New Location
'DFFEE SHOP'S CAFEZ o515 = Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400
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30 Years Loved
By Heather Bonaminio

Mitchell County

Movember 16, 1017 marks the 30-year anniversary
for Sherri Buchanan at the Brian Cenfer in Sprmce Pine.
What sn achievernent. Shem began her employment at
the Brian Center om the day the doors of the long-term
care facility opened. and before the first resident was
admitted Mlamy have come and gone smce that day.
Eesidents who have since passed on to their beavenly
liffie with Jesus and those who have been rehabilitated and retumed o their homes.
Co-workers who have moved on to other oppornumities, passed on or retired.
Shermi is the “face™ you see first andﬂla-vmceynu hear when you call. Shern

has touched many lives here
2z well as in the commumity
and het clnarch. Shern has
“let her light shine™ for all to
sea. She has zat with famiky
as their loved omes took their
last earthly breath. She has
comforied those prieving and
rejoiced with those who have
refurmned home.

Sheri is very actve m her
church and choir. She has
been a Bible dnll leader since
199125 vears). Cuite an ac-
complishreent since Sherri will
often remind yon “she is onky
2% wears 0ld ™ I sm no meath
teacher, but I am prey surs
that dmes not add wp. (LOL)
Through it all, one thing stays
the same—Sherri is well loved
by all. When Shemi says she
will pray for you, you can
count on it! Sherr loves to
sing for ber Lord and often
sings special mmsic at Bear
Creek Baptist Chorch where
she has been 3 member for
glmaost 35 vears. Onwer the years, she has led many children, some of which are
now grown with kids of their own participsting in Bible drill. I personally have
had the privilage of working with her in Bihle drill and my kids like meny others
call her their “other hiom™.

Cme of Shemi’s faverite verses (she has many) is Psalm 56:3 “What time [ am
afrzid, I will tmost in thee™. Sherr often has relayed to her drillers that when she
was 2 kid, she was afraid of the dark and would repeat this verse whenewver she
had o po soopewhere dark, This is something that will abways stck in oy mind
as well as the children she has served. Becmuse of Sherri it is also one of my
favorite verses, I always think of Shern when I see or hear it.

Shemi lives in Bakerswille with ber husband of 35 vears, Allen. Please join me
in Congramulating Sherri for this lmge accomplishment. We wish her 30 more
years with us at the Brian Center. (She will stll be 200!

@ IO VEARS

Heather Bonaminie worls af the Brian Canter and atfends Bear Creck Bapist
Chumeh. She and hushand, Jim, have 2 daughiers, Katie and Elfzabarh.

Will You Choose to Hear the Bells?

By Jarry Lewis
MeDoweall Coumty

Last night after an amazng Post Wednesday worship
service, Greg and Jackie Stewant senf this fo me from
their devotional (Glimpses of God's Grace, Donahue):

Heaory Wadsworth Longfellow was no siranger to the
sufferings of war. During the Crvil War near the Christ-
m:s of 1863, be found out that his son had besn injured
in battle. How could he bear being so far away from his son on Christmias Day
when be desperately wanted to be at his side to belp and comfornt kim?

In spite of his despair, Christmas bells penetrated his sormow snd made him
swvare of (God's gracions love--a love that could be with him and his son at the
same time As be listened to the chimes, he penned the words o "I Heard the Bells
on Christmas Day.™

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Their old flamiliar carols piay,
And wild and sweer the words repeat
OFf peace on earth, good will fo men.

I thought how, as the day had come,
The balfries of all Christendom
Had rofled along the unbroker tong
OF peace on earth, good will fo men.
And in despair I bowed my head:
"There is no peace o earth, ™ I said,
"Figr hate 15 strong and mocks the song
OF peace on earth, good will to men.
Then pealed the bells more lond and deep:
"Grod iz not dead, nor doth ke sleep;
The wrong shall finl, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, pood will fo men. "
Till, ringing Singing. on iis way,

The world revaltved from might fo day,

A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,

Y peace on earth, good will to men!
Mo matier how many wars are fought, no matter bow many batiles are lost or

wnn,Gudlsnea.t, helpmg,mmﬁ:lmngandgmdmg ﬂlu&Ewtnn'lﬂthTlla'e

inz such moublad
times is that Jesws
imuly is our Lord
of Lords, our
Prince of Peace.
So, T have a
IIEW'IIE.ﬂII:I.m
{stareed it about 5
years ago actually). Evm{hjsmnslguugeﬂns?nmmﬂ Yesterday, in
the middle of 3 hecoic day, I siopped to listen to the bells. Since 2010, almost 49
nﬁﬂimuﬂnshmmdmeﬂmm[ﬂayheitniﬂhhgp&ueinﬁemiﬂﬂnﬁm
chags.
Jerry Lowis iz Sendor Pastor at Grace Commennity Chureh i Marion.

Lakewew Mercantlle & Gardens

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-Spm -

3&4 Generatmn owners « 55 Years Expenen.:e  New Merchand.rse

Melissa and Doug Toy Center * Poinsettias * Fresh Trees * Wreaths
Roping * Decorations * Permanent Trees & Wreaths
Gifts for Your Gardener

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC « 765-9133
Sunday Dec. 3rd & 10th 1-5pm

wwrw brenews. com

December 2017 - Blue Fidge Chnstian Mews page 24



Forge

Making Disciples
By Brent Fams=ey
Afichel] Coumgy

When thinking about the vision of FORGE minismies,
we take our cue from Jesns when be says,

"Follow me, and Iwill mabe vou fichers g man "—Nag-
thew 4:19

Orr wision s that our collepe students and youns adults
(apes 18-27) in Avery, Blitchell and Yancey Coumty vioukd
be srowing as matre disciples of Christ by becoming radi-
cal followers of Jesus. And in nom, they are making disciples who make disciples. ..
wiho make more disciples. .. who make disciples. .. who mske more disciples. . and
theat this would ultmately lead to oor young adults
bringing Jesus to the natons.

PORGE was foumded in Mars Hill, Horth Caroling in
2013 with the vision to lead smdents to become fiully de-
voted followers of Christ. FORGE is caserine to young  §
adntts each and every week, forming relatiomships,

m the world  Alftonsh our focns = college studients and
young adults, FORGE has no direct affilistion with any
school, chnach, or denonminaton. Chr hope &5 to have a
relationship whers we can work with local collepes, [
churches and organizations to better belp ignite our
fusre leaders with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Starting Tapuary oth, FORGE will bost a weekly
warship gathering each Tuesday Might during the
Spring and Fall semesters. Oppornmities for com-
Groups (gatherings of 10-14 yonng adulis) thooosh-
tipnally, FORGE offers normerous retreats, social
events and missions projectstrips for stdents to
Zet connected o

Weekly patherings will be hald af The Grove i
Church in dowm town Spruce Pine (next to DT's Fava).

For more information please feel free to give me 3 call af S25-467-1016

TWe hope you are as excited, as we ane!

Bremt Ramzgy iz Youth Leader af Grassy Creek Bapdizt Church. He has studied at
Grrrdner-Webb yunhversity and ETSLT He alse it a Coumzelor at Wadand Com-
munify Coilege

One Thing More

By Daris Thompson
Mitchell County
The trees are trimmed with a star on fap,
The candles in the windews are aglow
All the goodies are baked and ready,
And every child wishes for smow!

The halls are decked with holly. .
The light posts are trimmed with hows.
The mailbox has donned a new cover.

The warm fire sparkles and glovws!

There's “last minnte™ shopping and wrapping.
The sireets are crowded each day.

Al the shoppers are excited and calling,
“Merry Christmas,” as they go on their way!

The presents are stacked meath the ree.
A wreath is pleced on the door.
Everything seems io be ready,

B waii.. is there not one thing more?

Is there reom for Christ in our halidays?
g we celebrate Hiv birth Chrivimas Day?
O do we say, “"There’s mo room i our Inn, "
As we rish on aur merry way?

Ifwe'll iake ome for the sad and lonely,
And reach our arnd do onr small pari...
Then we'll ruly pud Christ in onr Chrisimas,
And make room for Him in owr heart!

Doris is rettred and serves ar our resident angel gf Spruce Pime.

828-682-9675

HospiceofYancey.org H O S‘P I C E

HONORS elite

www. brenews. com
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Training Our Children
By Dir. Tom Walker
McDowell County

The Bible says, “Train up a child m the way he should
Eo, and when he iz old, he will rot depeart from 1t (Proverbs
22:6). What an encouraging promise is found n this verse.
The words “irain up” {chansak) is also wanslated “dedicata™ in
Deutercnomy 20:5. Those are the only two ways the Hebrew
word is iranslated in the Old Testament.

The word in Deuteroncany 20:5 is wsed in the comtertt of dedicating a house.
Verses 1-9 in Deuterononty deals with instroctions having to do with mdlitary
service, Deuteronomry 20 makes it clear that “the officers were responsible for
making sure the armyy was composed of qualified men. However, the most quali-
fied were not necessanly those most gifted for battle. Thev were rather the men
muost committed to the Tord and free from awy disoractions that might dampen
their spirits for battle. Therefore, for onanitaran reasons as well as for the mo-
rale of the anwy awyone who had built 3 new honse and not begum o “use™ (this
sense of the Hebrew. word chinak is preferable to dedicated) it was granted an
exempton” (Bible Enowledze Coonmentary). The house that is dedicated is one

The word “irain” in our English lanmmage means to educate, to teach, to fomm
by instruction or practice or to bring up. There are top many parents who are not
fakinz time to frain thedr children. Some parents are confent that the television or
vider games are ocoupying the dme of their kids. If Hollywood with its violence
and low morality oains our children, then our hores and our society is in deep
frouble. If all our kids have to train them are wideo games or the internet their ves
will be deficient and defective.

Training takes time. Parents today nse the busyness of life a5 an exonse for not
takingz ample time with the children. The maother or dad who will not devote tme
io iram or dedicate their children will have sons and danghiers who will be lack-

ing in what thev ought to be.
There are three things we need 1o grasp from Proverbs 22:6. Motice a conumand,
2 course and a cornfiort
A Command
“traim up a child”

Itis a definite commend This responsibility canmnot be passed on to someone
elze. Multitndes of momes mmd dads expect the church to tram up a child Although
the church shonld have a part in deing so, it does not exempt the parents of a child
fromm doing their part to insmuct. There are always great benefits that come to
those who obey the Lord. no matter how time consuming it mizht e,

It is a demanding command To do what our fext says to do will take 3 sacrifice
of time by the parents. Life is busy and there are a lot of things we want o do and

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OB and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your
family before and
after yvour delivery.

Call teday to
schedule an

appointment!

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHMERSHIP

Providing prenatal and family cara
for more than 70 wears!

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Celo
675-4116

Spruce Pine

G28-2104 588-2104

Bakersville |

need to do, bat this inpor-
tant responsibility cannot be
ovarlooked.

It is & demonsirated com-
mand. Deutercnonny §:6-8
tells us what God teld the
Hebrews to do in iTaining
their children- “And these
wards, which I command
thee this day, shall ba in
thine heart: And thou shali
reach thaw diligenty unto thy children, and shalt talk qf them whaen thou sifsest
I thime howuze, and when thou walkest by the way, and wihen thou et down, and
whan thow rzest up. And then shalt ind them for a sign upon thine hand, and
thay shall be as frontlet: betwaen thine @aes. And thow shalt write them upon the
posts gf thy howse, and on iy gates. " What did the Hebrews do? They tanght
their children diligently in private mstmecton. They also mlked of the Scrpures
during the activities of the day, when they went to bed, and when they aroused in
the moming. That would be a good practice to Incorporate o our daily family
life.

Itis a doable command. It is pot something that is owt of our reach or impos-
silble for us to accomplish God would never command us to do awything thet He
would not give us grace to perform. With His commands are His enablimg. Isaish
41:10, “Faar thou not; for I am with thee: be nor dismayed: for T am tigy God: T
will sirangthan thee; yea, Dwill help thee: yea, Twill upheld thee with the mght
Fand gf my righteouzmnass. ™

This iraining imvolves not only verbal instroction bt slso setong the mght
example before the children in both action and attimde Children not onby watch
home what yon are in the home? If they did would yon be satsfied with what you
would see in them?

Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:12: “Lat mo man despise thy voursh; but be
thou an @xample of the believers, in wond, in comversation, i charity, i pire, v
JSuith, in purity. ”

Those words should be ftree in the home as well as in daily life outside the
home.

A Course

Mote the words “im the way he should go.” There is a way that leads to death
and another that leads to life. The word “way™ speaks of a course or direction of
lifa.

Children deserve not to be misled abont life and what makes it up. They need
direction from the parents who have already walked the way the young person is
walking. Parents have so much wisdom o impart to their children if they will onky
tzke time to conwey it o the children.

The course a child shounld take iz a gopod course. There are so many things in
life that are detrimental to the lives of our children Due to the wayward direction
of our society it is of the wmost importance that we show them the mood wray.

The course a child should tske is a godly course. The Bible says in I Timothy
o, “But podiiners with contentmeent i3 graal gain. ' Our children nmst see and
possess godliness in an extremely ungodly sodety. It is so important the children
be taught to live as Jesus set the examiple fior us to Live.

The course a child should take is a grace course. Life really begins when one
realizes be cannof =ave himself As a result, one looks to the grace of God as the
avenue to be saved. The rght way is given in BEph 2:8-% which says, "Far by
Erace are ye saned through faith; and thar ner of vourselhves: it iz the gift of God:
Not gf works, lest any man showld boast. ™ One of the bappiest days in the life of
& parent is when his or her child realizes he is a lost sinmer, that he canmot save
himezelf, and he trusts the grace of God to provide salvation.

I believe that course should meolve daily devotions with the children each day.
Satan will unceasingly try o hinder that time yon set aside but we should not al-
low him to hinder us in fime that should be spent with our family.

A Comfort

There are some very comforting words found in the latter part of this verse. It
says, “When ke iz ofd be will not depart from it” Are those words a promise that
if a child is waimed right he will always live as he should? A child bas & free will.
Even thonzh be was raised as be should have been, due fo his old namre, he may
make wrong choices in the fomre. The child may not always live the way he was
tramed o live.

I'beliewe it is a proasize that the child will never be able to gat away from what
he has been taught. It will be 2 part of him until the day he dies; be will never be
shile to finlly dicmdiss from his mind the pood way that godly parents taught him.

What should that promise do for us who embrace it?

It shomald rermind vs that taking time to tain a child is pot 8 waste of tme. It
abways pays to Tain and dedicate him fo the Lord by educating snd teaching. It is
time well spent.

It should remdnd us of the impertance of moth. The Lord has said in Isaiah
5511, “So shail sy word be that goeth forth out gf my mouth. it shail roet refurn
wrife me voud, but it shall accomplizh that which I pleaze, and it shaill prosper in
rhe thing whergto I sent it ' There is power in the Word of God that canmot be
foumd awywhere else It is the fmth thet sets people free (Joln B:32).

It should revmind us that our children®s futre may partly be determined by the
gquantity and guality of raining they receive from parents

Leat’s obey what the Bihle says and look to reap the benefits from obedience m
the fumre.

Tom Walker is President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor qf Zien Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.
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By Joyre Meyer

As bom-again believers in Jesus Christ, we serve &
e God—F ather, Son and Holy Spint. In Genesis 1:26 ‘-
(AMPY God says, “Let LT (Farther, Som, Holy Sporit) make =
man i Our image.. " This verse rewveals God as the Thn-
ity, and we need to worship and have relationship with
ezch Person of the Godhead.

It sepmis mars common to hear people talk sbout God and Tesns, but the Holy
Spirit does not get enough of our atenton. It's imporant to understand that He
is 4 person who has a personality, 3 will, knowledzs, 2 mind and He thinks and
knows things. For examiple, 1 Corinthians 2:11 (AMP) tells us that “po one knows
the thowghts qf (rod excepd the Sparit of God. ™

In John 16:7 we leam some of the facets of His personality and how we need
Him to work in our lives. In this verse Fesus says, “.. If I do not go away, the
Helper {Comforter, Advocate. Intercessor — Counsslor, Strengthener; Stamdby ) will
not come to vou, buf [f 1 go, I will send Him (the Holy Spivit) fo you [fo be in close
Jellowship with you] ™ (AMP).

This scripiure teaches that He is oar...

* Counsslor—alorays go to God first for counsel and let Him speak to yon Hiz
way, through the people or things Hs chonses.

= Advocate—He pleads our case when we're in troukble.

= Intercessor—He prays for us and through ns when we don't know how to pray
OO T OFINIL.

= Standby—He stands by us, ready to act on our bekalf when we need some-
thing.

= Smengthener—He gives us God's grace to do whatever we need o do i every
simation.

He's all these things and so nmch more! God is literally everything we need,
and as we fellowship with the Holy Spirit, we can bave “the mind af Christ [io be
puided By His thoughis and purpases] " (1 Connthisns 2:16 ARE).

Learn the Soonnd of Hiv Vaice

The Haoly Spirtt is the only Ons who folly knows the mind of God, so when we
pray for God to zive us wisdom or the knowledze we need, it's important for us
to realize the Spint is mus (1 Corinthians 2:12; 6:19). And He comnnimicates to
us what He hears (God =gy, John 16:13 (AR} explains that Ha is "the Spirir qff
Truth™ and He guides us into the Truth. “For He will not speak on Hiz own mifia-
tve, Bur He will speak wharever He hears [from the Father....J "

Cne way we leam how to lear the Holy Spint is by understanding that He has
emotions and He can be srieved. Ephesians 4:30 (AMP) says, “Do not grio tha
Holy Spirit gf God ... "
Becmmse He lives in ns,
when He faels grieved,

Ephesians 4:30-31
(AN} lists some behay-

abmse, malevolence)

When we choose to think and speak in ways that go against His nature, we will
feel conwiction, and the best thing we can do is confess our sin and repent m-
mediately.

Tames 3:8 teaches that oo one can “fawe the moran fongue * and sometimes we

make mistakes and say wrong things. But we can leam from our mistakes; we can
pray and ask God to help us onlby say things that are right and pleasing to Him.
I kmowr it's easy 00 be insensitive and say the wrong things sometimes. The other
day I was wearing 3 blonse that didn't fit me right, and I said to someone. “This
thing iz way too big for me but it wonld probably fif you ™ Afterward, I couldn’t
believe [ had said if!

We need to pray for God to help us hear His voice, piving ns wisdom and
direction in the thoughts we choose to think about and the words we speak. As our
Counsalor, He wants to guide us in everything we do, and we can lesrn how to
hear His voice.

Listen for the sfill, small woice of the Holy Spint speaking to your heart. Yon
can hear it as you wait quietly in His presence, while you're studying His Word, in
the midst of your cirommstances, and even through nanre. God is talking to you!

Jovca Meyer iz a New York Itmes bestellime author and fumder of Jovee Weper
Afmiziries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 bools, including Bartlgield gf
the Mind and Ohverload: How to Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Tourse(f from the
Prezzure gf Siress (Hachetie). She hosts the Exjoying Everyday Life radio and TV
programs, which air on hundreds of stafions worldhwide. For more injformation,
VISTE WWW! OV COTHEVEr OrE.

Trail of Lights at the Trail of Faith:
Mo pe. 24 from B-9pm

Cwver 100,000 Christmas lights llluminate this 11 acre exhibit

iock School Arts: Holiday Art & Handcralted Gilts
teception to be held November 26 from 2-4pm
Gallery I: Holiday Art & Fine Craffts

Gallery Il East B s Art Exhibition

Valdese Annual Christmas Parade:
December 2 at 10am

PEW Rallroad Museum COpen House at the Old Rock S5choo

Bluegrass at the Rock Presents: The Cleverlys
December 2 at 7:30pm = Tickets 518 Presale = 520 at the Door

Old Rock School Suditorium. Tickets available for purchase at

townofvaldese.cam or by calling

Waldensian Presbyterian Church Live Nativity Scene:

December 17 & 18 on the Church Front Lawn at 6pm & 7pm

CAROLINA HOME CARE
SPECIALIST, INC

Exceliance in Parsonalized Care

Phone (828) 765-4343 + (866) 765-4340
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery County Chamber

Drecember 1| Chrisimas Parade, Dowmiown Mewland

December 2 4 Small-Toam Christmas & Parade of Lizhts. Banner Elk
Diecember & Tree Lighfing Ceremonies Town Sguare Mewland

Dacember 9-10 Snzar Mountain Sugarfest Sugar Momtain Fesort

December 22 Yole Log Bonfire and Hayride Beech Mountain

December 31 Mew Year's Eve Celebration. Beech Mountain and Sugar Mouwstsin
Blesort

Burks County

Burke Conniy Chamber

SunTmst Bank is helping gather presents for the Veteran's of Foreipn Wars Chil-
dren’s Christmas Party! Please belp make these Children’s Christmas Brght!
Dionate a Mew wwrapped toy or stocking smffer. Claldren’s ages rangs fronm ()
o 12 vears old. Party is December 1§, 2017 Thank you for your Support.

Catawha River Baptist Association - Mearly 275 years after it was first per-
formed, Messiah has becoms 3 holiday sezson staple. Experience the joy of
the sesson by singing along (or just listening!) to the mwuch bealoved mwnsic of
Hazndel's Messizsh. Singers are encourzged to bnng & copy of the scora if they
hawe one (3 limited moober will be available at the door). The experience is
unigque, and the choms is you!

Dauring the fall of 2016 Benter Pipe Organ Company refurbished and signifi-
cantiy nperaded the First Baptst Church organ, restoring it to its orginal splen-
dor — and more. The organ featres three mamaals, with 49 ranks of pipes, and its
recent rencvation has enhanced the insmument remendonshy.

Organist Mrs. Bebecca Mynick-Poreat will accompany the soloists and as-
sembled choir in this Messiah sing-along. A highly accomplished musiciam, Brs.
hhymick-Poteat holds degrees from Appalachisn State University, Lenoir-Bhyne
Undversity, and the Cincinnat Conservatory of Bdwsic.

Event will be held at First Bapfist Charch — 3032 West Union Street on
December 19, 2017 =t 7:30 pm Adult tickets: 5700 Yonth Tickets: $5.00
Tickets available af the Comma Box Office or enline (@ bttp- /s commaon-
line oog

AMorganton Seventh-day Adventisi-Burke County - The Silver Creek Adwen-
st School wounld like o invite everyone to their Christmas Program, Samrday,
Diecember 16th.. at 11:00 am. 2187 Jamestown Foad, Morzanton, W.C.

The Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church will be hawing their Christmas
Cantats on Szturday, December 23rd | at 11:00 am Everyone is invited to at-
tend! Morganton SDA is located at 2187 Tamestoram Fload. MMorzanton, W.C.

Communion & Apape Love Mesl will taks place on Semrday, Diecember
30ch., &t 5:00 pom., &t the Morganton Seventh-day

Adventist Charch, 2187 Jamestown Eoad, Morganton, N.C. - Don & Donns
hdchl will be performing their umigoe blend of Folk MMountain Gospel in comcert
at the Morganton Seventh-day Adwentist Church, 2137 JTamestowm Foad, Mor-
ganton, M.C. Wednesday, December Gth | at 7:00 pm.

Chnsmas Health Social - December 17, at 5:30 p.m. Please bring a plamnt
based dish and copies of the recipe to share if you would like!
Also, opfional, if you wonld like to participate m 3 fim zift exchange game
please bring 3 wrapped zift that costs $10.00 or under.
For directions and more information, pleass contact Cindy at 870-510-8048.
Tonmey Through Bethlehem - December Tth throngh December 10th | from &:00
pom., to §:00 pm, at the MMorganton Seventh-day Adwventist Clhuoch, 2187 James-
toam Boad, Morganton, W.C. Joumey through the market place, bear wonderful
Christmas hymns, see live farm animals and experience the fme reason for the
season, our Savior Jesus Chrost! Each journey lasts spprozimately 30 monates,
A golf cart will be available for those with disabilites. This event is completely
FEEE for all who wish to stiend!

Waldensiam Trail of Faith - 401 Church Sweet WW, Valdese, Morth Carolina
28690-12536. We have all of our lights on now throngh December the 24th every
night fromn Spm to 9pm. We serve hot chocolate and bot apple cider in the visitor
center for 1% per cup. we ask 1% donation per vehicle fo halp off-zet the alactrc
kil for the months of HWov. and Dec. We also have a gift shop that &= open. The
lights will be on Dec. 24, but the visitor center will be closed Dec 25, we will
ke closed no lights and no visitor center open.

McDowell Counnty

CGrace Community Church - New Prayer Line Launches in Maron, Morth
Carpling - James 5:16 says “The prayer of a righteous man is powerfol and ef-
fectve.™ A. I. Gordon zaid, ““You can do more than pray after you have prayed,
bt you cammot do more than pray unfil you have prayed.™ Churches in McDowr-
ell County balieve God's Word and agree with A T. Gordon That's why they
hawe launched §59-PRAY, a prayer line whera people can call anytime. lesve a
message and know that chorches in McDowell County will be praying for them.
Here's how it works. The prayer line (659-PEAY) is housed at Freedom Life
MAinistries (freedomlifemimstries org). Each day praver requests will be sent to
25 parmering chuoches in MoDowell County who will immediataly send those
requests to prayer warriors in their charches who will pray for them. The effect

is knowimg that your prayer request s covered daily by bondreds of people acnoss
McDowell County. §52-PEAY will begin on September 1. Between now and then
please ask your pastor if your chorch is fovobred. If not, encovrage your leaders
to reach ont and zet on board. Por more information, please call Bobin at (823
T24-9599. — Contact: Chris Allison Cell Phome: B2E-559-7312 E-Mail: chris{a
rocketsleddesipn. com.

Ecuador Mission Trip- We will be taking 3 group o Ecuador in Jone of 20138 to
halp with constmaction, medical assessments and support for women and children
The cost is 51500 (more mfo to come). If you are interested email Tobin/ggrace-
forall org

Creenles Baptist Chnrch - Saturdasy, December 2. 7.00 at Greenlee Baptist
Church Diecember 3, 3:00 Greenlee Bapost Church's address is: 30467 US High-
way 70 01d Forr, MC ZE762 This years theme is "Glory to God in the Highest".
There will ke a couple of selections by the men of the chores and
snother one will be by the ladies of the choms and children of the community:
We willl have solos by Ashleiph Phillips, Tonsthan Tipper, Flon Springs, Pamick
Ellis and Jamie Burnette. Duets will be by Jamie Burpette and JTonathan Tipper,
Savamnah Allison and Jamie Bummene, and a mo by Kim Hensley, Savannah Al-
lizon and Jamie Bumette.

Carolyn Early and David Hensley will be directing, and Howard South is the
pizmist

There iz no admizsion but donations are appraciated.
The public = cordially imvited o afend The choms hopes that the concerts will
b= 3 blessing to you and help you remember the real meaning of Christmas.

Mitchell County

All Saints of America Crthodox - On Satardays beginning in Jane, All Saints

of America Orthodox Mission will be having Divine Limrgy at the meeting hall
located at Trinity Episcopal Church, 13 Hemlock Ave, Sproce Pine, M 28777,
The Litargy will be served weekly on Saturdsvs at 11:00 AR Fr Steven Webb,
Saints of America Orthodox Mission is 3 part of the Fossian Crthodox Church, a1l
zervices are performied m the Englich lammape. Afterorards, sl are fmvited to a
picmic &t 1064 Deer Park Lake Fd. Spruce Pme, WC.

Bear Creek Bapfist Church-Ledger - Celebrate Recovery

This is a Christ and Bibliczl Based Program, giving hope and help for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wise(s
385-00461

There will be 2 meeting every Thursday nizht with someone thers to talk o

Dimag Task Force —The educstional session to be lad by Dr. Fagan on Diecember
5th at Besr Creek Baptist will not only include information sbhout the STOP Act
znd Medication Assisted Treatment (WAT) uf also sddress MARCAMN and the
opicid epidenyic

In zddition to this session in Mitchell County, there will zlso be a ssssion in
Yancey Comnty later that aftemoon on December 5th for those who cannot at
noon. Both of these sessions are mesnt for any sudience - not just medical profes-
sipnals.

If you plan to attend Dir. Fagan's discussion at Bear Cresk in Mitchell Coumty,
please BSVP to one of the fiolks listed in the attached fiyer If yon are interested in
attending the Yancey County presentation, please ESVP directly to me - the pum-
ber interested will dictate which space we nse. Onoe we have an idea for interest
in Yancey County, I will send out detsils on the time that afternoon of December
5th and the location.

Berry Chapel Baphist Chuorch - CHRISTmas Concert-Sunday, December 17,
2017 6:00 pm. Befreshments following. Mo charge. Come & enjoy #n evening of
CHEISTmas worship with Diawn Hoghes and Monics Henley-Fritz.

Piano duets, flute’piano doets, and singing. In the bosyness of the season, take
mme b sit still and worship THE ETNG OF EINGS and THE LOED OF LORDS!

Burleson Heating and Flumbing Foin us for our 2nd annesl Christmas Shop
located ar the showrpom at Burleson's Plumbing and Heating Showroom on
Diecember 4 from 4:00- 8:00 p.m. Dirop by and shop for Christmas gifis (or for
yourselfl) while enjoying Hot Chocolate or coffee! There will be mnique, local,
znd handmade gifis!

Calvary Chapel Azheville - S5prace Pine-Calvary Chapel Church in Asheville is
sponsonng a bome fellowship and Bible Study in Sproce Pine. The fellowship is
hald on Thiosday evenings at 7:00pm at 79 Sean Dr. (Estatoe area—aoff Brushy
Creek Fd). Call Jobn Fackson 750-793-3792 for information snd directions. And

Spruce Pine Cifizens and Businesses—Dhe to the cutpouring of complaints
of speeding on Oak Ave., We will start a zero tolerance for any speeding inside
the city limits in Sproce Pine, WC. Effective Wed. Mov 1 we will start enforcing
the speed limits and the citstion will be issued by the state. Everyone make your
ravels to Spruce Pine & Safe and Sloar trip!!

Sopport group for caregivers of those with memory loss to hold meetings the
first friday of each month from 1-3pm - Care & Share, a newly-formed sap-
port group for caregivers of loved ones who have memory loss, will bold monthly
meefings at the offices of Hospice & Palliztive Care of the Blee Ridze, 234

Hospital Dr. in Sprace Pipe, froon 1200 PR fo 3:00 BM. High Conniry Caregiver

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces
Foundation welcomes and encourages all caregivers to aitend.

Families dealing with 3 loved one with memory loss can guickly become ex-
hamsted. tranmatized. and isolated, and this new group mtends fo provide support,
held on the first Friday of each month will offer refreshments and fellowshap.
There will be opporinnities for cazegivers to fell their stodes, leam nseful tips,
rade information, and give and gam support to others n the same simation.

For firther information abont the group and the meeting please contact Suzamme
Bussell st (T14) 614-3867 or Janet Ouzts 3t jmitoustsi@yaboo. oom.

Aditchell County Bapfist Association - Week of Prayer for Infernational Missions
and Infernational Mission Smdy-—- Dec. 3-10, 2017

Alitchell County Chamber - Parkway Playhouse
* iZet The Hook Improw Comedy Troupe. our teen gronp will share their talents
with you on Dec 1 & 2 at Parkway Playbouse at 7-00. Tickets are just £5 each and
will be svailable af the door
* Onar Chrstmas Show will be performed by the Parkway Players on Dec 15 and
16 at Spm and Dec 17 at 3pm at Partkway Playlkouse Tickess are just 35 each and
will be available af the door.

Info on the Mamstage at Parkway Playhouse in 2018! Coming soon!!

Sprace Pine Farmer's hMMarket - We will be moving indoors at the Pizza Place!
We will have food fior soy mood!!! Winter squash  tomatoes, cabbage. potatoes,
cucnmbers, ball peppers, kale, mustard, chard microereens, collards, eges, pork,
beef cookies, cizhatta, scones, browmies, cheese strip. Yon can also find essential
oils 1o heal and help with what ils you! Come out and see us, Wednesdays 2-5 in
the parking lot under the blue tants.

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Couniry Breakfast the first
Sanrday each month, 730 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Church, scross from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemade sansage, scrambled eggs, gravy, jelliss,

quice and coffes. Eat in or take-out, 2l funds support the Tipton Hill Comnmuomity
Foundation.

Women's Prayer Brealfast: If you would like to join 3 group of women who
are dedicated to praying, leaming about God's will, and fellowshipping, come join
us for breakfast &t DT's in Sproce Pine. We will be ending by 10:00am. Cpen to
all-fior more mformation c21] Bartbara Hamell at 828-467-3644 or email at har-
barabymbrcnews com. December is on the Bth .

Tancey County

Hippgin: Memorial Tnited Methodist Church
Special Services
Thursday, Movember 30 * 5:00 pm * Pre-Advent Family Event
Sunday, December 3 ® 11 am * Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, December 3 ® 24-Hour Prayer Vigil (Look for the sizn-up sheet, coming
spon’)
Friday, December § = &30 pm * Higrins Family Chrismmas Flay & Festival
Sunday, December 10 * 3:00 pm * Praise Team Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 17 * 4:00 pm * Chrismnas Music and Love Feast (potluck)
Sunday, December 24 * 5:30 pm * Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
We lpok forward fo worshiping with youo!

Tancey County Meals on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volontesrs needed to daliver
meals to Vancey County shut-ins, any weskday, 10:30 am - noon. I you wounld
like to volunteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at E28-682-8011.

Mayland Commmunity College
Mo classes have been listed for December! For more info Contact Allen Cook
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Christmas Season
By Edward Cousar
Tancey Cownty

Is not God's grace amazing! When we consider our
wiorld's history, God's grace has been evident. He kas
consistently rescued from sin those whoe have commis-
fed their lives to Him  His grace is not only His dezire
fo zawe everyone, but also His power manifested in low-
g comviction for all and actusl deliverance fior thoze
who beliswve, The greatest revelation of God's grace
was in the coming of His son Jesus. Becaase of Jesus,
we have clear and imdeniable testimony of God's love for sinmers. Jesus died
oa the cross for you and me "We ourselves owe everything to God's free grace.
Grace in the covenant ordaimed our adoption. Grace in the savior effected our
redemption, our regeneration, and our exaliation o heir ship with Christ." Chnst
Object Lassons, B 250,

The birth of Jesus, is commemprated by the Chrisomas season. The birth of
Tesus, is the key to the plan of zalvanon. The birth of Jesus gives final meaning
fo the snffering servant prophecies in the Old Testament There are at least six
reasons for the incamation, the act of Tesns i taking wpon Himeself manity:

1. To rewveal the invisible God (Tohn 1:18; 2 Cor. 4:6).

2. To falfill the covenant (Tea. 11:1. 10; Jer 23: 5 6; Acts 20 20-31;

Eph. 1: 3.4
3. Tobecome a sacrifice and substmte for our sins (1 John 3:5;
Heb. 10 4.5; 1 Cor 15: 1-4).

4. To farmish us with 3 hizgh priest {(Heb. 2:17; 3:1; 5:1-10).

5. To show believers how to live (1Tobn 2:4; 1 Peter 2:217.

6. To become bead of 8 new creation {Fev. 21:5)

For me, the Gospel of John makes a siznificant starement sbout Jesus and His
work., He writes in Jobn 1:12: "Bur ar mary as received Him, fo tham gave He
power to become the sons'daughters of God, even fo them that believe on Hiz
pamie. " This is the new creation
process that Panl talks sbant. (See
Ephesians 1 and 2 Corinthizns
5:17) Itis begun by the new
birth and carmed out throngh the
intercessory work of Fesus in the
heavenly sanctuary and the actvity
of the Holy Spirnt in our personal
liwes and in the life of the church in

Zeneral

ing this Chrisimas seasom,
may we nof overlook the froe mes- ':
sage of this holiday. The messags
is not only abont the birth of Tesus;

it is koo 2 messape shout the need

for each persom to consider again why JFesns came to earth. The meszage of His
birth speaks tous of God's mercy and grace o providing a substmbe for us. It
shows us God's willingness to go to any length to provide for our salvation. The
message of Chrisfmas asks for our response. Let me end with 3 question: "How
can we more closely reflect the meaning of Christmas in our own lives?

Ed Covser is the pasior for the Burnnille and Ervin Hills Seventh-day 4dventist
Charches. Previowzly he served churches in Ontario (Canadal, New Tork, Eenfucky
ard North Caroling. He aito iz a refined Chaplain, Lisutenant Colonel, having spems
29 vears in the US Afr Force. Pastor Cowzer and his wife gf 27 years, Carol have foar
adilr children: Malissa, Eaqyles, Meapn and Drew  He engons shaving the v of
e and encourasing ofhers o prepare for His oo refurm.

SOUTHWEST
Trading
COMIPANY

uce Pine, NC

Members Earn National Degree
6 American Degrees for 2017

By Gwen Clark
Avery Coungy

ET Byrd, Jacob Eeener, Charli Melson, Ben Clark,
Chris Clark and Alex Clark have earned the highest
sward an individual can earn from the Mational FEA-
The Armerican FFA Degrea.

The six bepan their membership in the Avery County
FEA as freshman at Avery High n the Fall of 2012
snd Gradnated hizh school in 2016. They enrolled in
Agricnliural Education classes and paid their FFA dues. Through the following
4 vears of high school, this group of younz people contimed to be FEA members,
serve a5 Chapter Officers, participate in Leadership Conferences, participate in
many Career Development Events (compesttion teams), and eam the Greenhand,
Chapter, and State FEA Degrees. All these experiences helped to lead to the cov-
eted American FFA Diegree and Gold Key that is eamed and awarded to less than
1% of all Mational FFA members.

Each FFA member is required to keep a Supervised Apriculiure Experience
(SAE) and to keep computerized records of work experence. hours worked, and
a1l monies eamed or spent on the SAE project From raising Fraser Fir Chrisomss
irees, Welding, Mechanics, Landscaping, Eovironmental studies, and conmumity
service work, these six FFA membears earned their American FFA Degree.

2017 American FEA Degrees recipients from Avery County FFA are as follows:
Elijah Waker (ET) Byrd, son of Tony and Salena Byrd of Ingalls, Tacob Eesner,
zon of Liza Vance of Almmont, Charli Marie Melson, daughter of JTanet B Nelson
and the late Tim Melson of Pineola, Ben, Chris, and Alex Clark are the sons of
Feed smd Buffy B Clark of MNewland

The 90th Wanonal FFA Convention was held in Indianapolis, Indiana on
October 24-28 2017, The American FFA Degree Cerernony was held on Satar-
day, Octobar 28, 2017 at the Lucas Odl Stadiom. There was a record mamber of
sitendees with §7.006.

Sponsors of the American FFA Degrea are the agricultoral compantes Cazse TH
Elanco, and Syngenta. Thers were 4071 American Deprees eamed and awarded
&t the Convention. The state of Morth Caroling kad 61 FEA members to eam the
American FEA Degree with § of those being Avery County FEA members.

The newest six American Degree recipients join 20 other American FFA De-
erees fiom the Avery County FFA bringing the total to 26 for the Avery County
FEA Chapter. The American FFA Degree award has been eamned by the following
Awery County FEA members:

2011- Tared Clark snd Olivia {Watson) Haizler

2012- Lakesn {Stamey) Byrd

2013- Kstie Stamey

2014 Michells | Cuthbertson) South, Dustin Clark, Shayns Vince, Carson Fose
{lark, Codie ( Hicks) Berry, and Dakota Guy

2015 Ahigail Griffith

2016 Graham Axery, Sawyer Avery, Paize Jobhnson, Mckenzie Ledford, Fodi
Poore, John Clark, Austin Dianiels, Jeremizh Vance, and Kate hasters

2017- ET Byrd, Jacob Eeener, Charli Mare MNelson, Ben Clark, Chris Clark, and
Alex Clark

igns to the American FEA Degrees for 2017,

The FEA Mission: The FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students
by developing their potential for premder leadership, personal growth and career
snccess through sgriculmral education

The Agriculfural Education Mission: Agricultural Education prepares students
for successful careers and a lifetime of informed chodces v plobal agriculbars,
food, fiber and natural resources systarms.

Jacob KEgsener, ET Byrd, Chawli Nelvon, Ben Clark, Chetz Clark

Mrs. Gwen Clark is o refired 4dgriculfural Education TeacherFEA ddvisor af
Avery County High School. She i a praduate af NC State Universigy (B5) and NC
A & T State University (MA4). She is o NMational Board Certified Teacher and has
been teacking for 29 years. She and ker husband, Dee Clark, have bean married
Jor 26 years and aitend Crossmone Bapiist Chumch.

And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child
with Mary Jas mether, and fell down, and worshipped Tim: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presented unte him gifts; gold,
and frankincense, and myrrl. Matthew 2:11
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"God With Us"

By Rev John MoCoury
Hoan Mountain, Tenmeisee

As we start thinking about this Chrisomas let us review the
Christmas Story in Mat 1:21-25 _dnd she shall dring forth a
zon, and thou shalr call his mame JESUS. for he shall zave
his peapie from their sins.

Now ail thiz was done, that it might be fu]filled which war
zpoken af the Lord by the prophet, zaying,

Behold, a virgm shall be with child, and shail bring forth a son, and thay shail
call iz nome Evemanuel, which being interpreted ix, God with uz. Then Jozeph
being raized from sleep did as the anpel of the Lord had bidden him, and fook
unto him kis wife: dnd Imew her not Gl she had Sroughs forth ker firstborn son:
and ke called iz ngmee JESLTS, In this passage we see a special Child (18-25).
The birth of Fesus was different from every other birth: He was conceived by the
Spirit in Mary's womb and bom with @ sinless nature. He is "God with us," and
He iz also God like us bacause He topk our nature and entered inte loman Life and
experience. What a wonderful Savior! We also see The virgin birth of Jesws Christ
is vital o the moth of the zospel (Isa. 7:14). Since Jesus Christ is God, He existed
before Mary; therefore, He could not have been conceived as other babies. He was
not only bom, but He "came o the world" (Jobm 12:37). He is both God and
man, the sinless Tamb of God (1 Pet. 1:19). Matthew opens and closes his book
with "God with ns" {1:23; 28:20). In Pealm 145 v 1E Fhe Lond &= near fo ail who
call wpon him, fo all whe cail upon ki in ouitk™ Pas 145 v 18) Isn't that a zreat
promize? It's one you can pat to work todsy. Lat's look at it more closely. First,
God is mear to those who are stumbling. "IThe LORD upholds all who fall, and
raizes up ail who are bowed down ™ (v, 14). Yoo may bave stumbled and fallen.
Perfiaps you just didn't do what you shonld have. Maybe you shumbled in your
job, and you are embamassed and womied abont it. Perhaps yon have stonbled
imbo sin. Second. God is pear to these who carmy burdens. Those who are bowed
doam with the weight of care can find rest if they will call upon Him. Third, God
iz near to those who are lningry. "The eves af all look expectantly fo Fou, and Tou
Erve them thetr fbod i due season” (v. 15). Verse 15 shows how simple it is for
God to answer prayer: "Youw open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing " All God has to do is
open His hand to meet our
needs today. The problem
iz, we offen don't open
our bearts and cry ot to
Him. Fourth, God is near
to those who call upon
Him. We have this great
promuize: "He will fulfill the
desire gf those who fear
Hrm; He alzo will hear
their cry and zave them"
(v. 19). Finally, Goud i
near to these who lenve Him., "The LORD preserves all who fove Him, bt ail the
wicked He will destroy” (v 200 Follow the advice of Tames: "Draw near fo (rod
and He will draw nagr to you " (Tames 4:8). God is not far from you. He's wait-
g for yon to take that first step, to ooy out to Him and say, "Lord, I want fo draw
close to You Here [ am.™ Have you shumbled? Are you camying a burden, or are
you needy” He promises to be near to all those who call upon Him. This Christ-
mas, may we feel and see that "God with us “and “THE LORD IS NEAR TOAILL
WHO CALL UPON HIM". Mery Chrismas to all

John MeCoury iz pastar of Evergreen church in Roan Mouniain, Tenneszes and
alse chaplain af Roan Highlands Nursing Center

HABITAT RESTORE

Mitchell 8 Yancey County

* Doors

« Windows

= Appliances

* Housewares
* Furniture

* Bath Fixtures

(828) 766-9000

i Habitat for Humanity”
Tuesday - Fricday S00-5:00

ReStore .. =5

Habitat For Humanity

Goes Green
By Steve Bruton
Mitchell Coumty

Mitchell-Yancey Habitat for Homanity is very excited
alrout our current bome buld project in Ledzer, nght down
the road from Mitchell High School. Two weeks ago, vol-
unteers from Bear Creek Baptist Chorch, First Precbyterian
Church of Burnsville, Higgins United Methodist, Western
Caroling Realty, and our Wednesday Core Team came
together o build the outside walls. But instead of constmcting with raditionsl stick
framing, we opted to be the first bailders i Mitchell or Yancey County to niilize
Eco-Pane] “gresn” technology:

Eco-Panels LLC out of Mocksville, W.C. worked up our original Ledzer Habi-
tat horne desizn plans and A month bater arrived on site with forne-one 8'x 47 120
pound specially processed Eco-Panels. Cmce all the panels wers staged our experi-
enced and inexperienced volunteers jumped right in to erect the walls. Exacily one
hiour and forty-five minutes later, the 1ast pansl was locked into place. As one of our
voluntears stated, “This has to be some kind of record!™

What also makes this so amaz-
ing is that our Habitat constmction
volunteers will not need o spend
fime and enargy o msulate, frame
outf the windows and doors, cur
outf the condnit outlets, or wrap
the ontzide walls with Tywvek. And
becaze of the four and 2 half inch
super-dense pobynrethans foam
sandwiched between OSE, the
wialls are several fimes stionzer
than sock framing with 2 wind
rating of 200 mph  and up to five
end result will be a healthier, stron- fechnology.
ger, and safer bome with lower cost

Mirchell High School students and feachers
learn abour Eco-Panel “gresn”’ consiruciion

power bills for the recipient famity.
We couldn’t be more excited!

Dhuring this mutside wall baild
Eco-Panel company owner and presi-
dent, Charles Teahy, was an-hand to
educate several folks who came from
Fanszs, Tennessee, South Carolina,
and fronm all across Mot Carolins, to
marvel at the constmction first hand.
Lealy also addressed about two dozen
stmdents at the job site from Mchell
High School’s drafing and cabines
making classes. Ope of the highlights
of Laahy's meszame 1o the smdents
was when he demonstrated the poly-
urethane foam's ability to withstand
fire from a 3600 degree hlow tooch
flame. The Michall High comstruc-
tion courses are tught by Tery Lewis y,cp cigla Tarry Burse, Colion Burse,
and Mitchell Warren who recognized - Speight. Jose T and Woody
an oppartunity to teach their sudents gy, e eround) help erect Habita our-
about new and improved “green”  ip anc in recond time.

COnSTRCIen ;

Crnur Habirar affiliare would like fo send a special Shour Ouf and Thank You to
Spruce Pme Subway for providing onr Habdtat work crew with their tasty sub zand-
wiches!

If won would like to belp voboteer oo our Ladger home on Wednesdeaws, Thinrs-
days or Sztardays from Qam to 1pm and we really do need and sppreciate vour
help, please contact Steve Bruton, Mitchell-Yameey Habitat Vohiteer Coordinator,
stevehabitarvc li@yahoo.com, or 407-254-04600.

Steve Bruton is the Mitchell-Fancgy Habitat For Humanity Folunteer Coordinator

econwacrs Geawly Saloe
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US House of Representatives NC District 11

Tax Reform Passes the House

Some major news from Congress this week: the House passed a historic tax reform package, HE 1, the Tax Cuts and JTobs Act,
which I supported.

It's a delivery that is long overdue. hMoms, dads, small business cwmners, and working families across the counoy sent us to Congress
to cTeate 3 simpler and fiver tax code that grows our econonyy, works for American families rather than DVC. special interests, and
retums power from buresucrats in Washington back to the people of Mam Stoest. Today is 2 mooumental step toward fulfilling those

Make no mistaks. though: we mmst not allow ourselves m view this vote 25 2 job completed. This is not 2 fme for extended celebra-
tion or wictory laps. The task of reforming cur tax code will not be finished until BOTH chambers, the Howse and the Senats. come
together and send a proposal to President Donald Trump's desk. Ie's on ALL of us to keep working and make that happen.

While the bill isn't perfact, and there are some changes that need to be made, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is an excellent frst step to-
ward keeping our promise. Mow the process moves 1o the Senate side, where they're already working overtime oo their own hill. Once

202-225-6401 ihe Senate passes their version of 3 fax reform bill, our two chambers will likely go to conference for a final measure. ["'m very conf-
wwwmesdows bouse zov  dent this will be finished and placed on the President’s desk within the next few weeks,

Howewver, the bottom line is this: the American people have had it with political statements or symbelic viciornes—ithey want resulis,
and the resnlis won't be delivered untl President Trump signs the bill imee Law, Conpress mnst rum throngh the tape and finish what we
promized.

Mo more excuses. Let's get the job done.

NC Senate District 47

In Seprember, I joined the Matdonal Pro-Life Women's Canoas, a project of the Susan B. Anthony List. as a signatory of a letter sent
to President Trump, requestine a reversal of an Obama adnnmstraunnpn]aqr of forcing states to renmburse abortion providers. Medicaid
iz the larmest taxpaver finding stream for Planmed Parenthood the nation’s largest abortion provider. Specifically, we reguested that the
Tromip administration direct the Deparmment of Health and Humem Services, Centers for Medicare and Madicaid Services to allow states
to direct who can be providers under Medicaid The Governor of 5onth Caroling has ssked for this Sexibility, and the 8th Cirout Court
of Appeals approved Arkansas’ decision not o fund aborton providers in their Medicaid program. T believe all states should have the
flexibility to sef standards that serve the best interests of their respective Medicaid programs and the bealth and safety of the women
the programs serve. The Thump administration is comently reviewing the request. I am hopeful that the administration will rescind the
CHbams policy and issue 3 new interpretation that allows states fexdbility in deciding which Medicaid providers they will reiminarse.

In Mowvember, I signed, along with owver 100 legislators, including abont T members of the WC General Assembly and the Lisnten-
ant Governor, an amicns brief that was filed before the U5, Supreme Court. The brief supports Fowan Coumty's petiion for overtom
of the 4th Circuit Conart of Appeals muling that the county commissioners conld not open their meetings with prayer. The freedom o
hear the prayers of other lerislators, as well as a legislator’s freedom to express his or her own pravers before a legislative body has a Sen. Ralph Hise
long historical precedsnt and is a bedrock of our nation’s traditions. The 4th Civenit Court’s miling against the Fowan commnissioners
is wrong, and I, as a signatory to the breef, ack that the 115, Supreme Clourt prant Fowan County s petifion and reverse the 4th Circodt
ity darion. 919-733-3460

Iwish wou all & Merry Christmas, a5 we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savioor, Jesus Christ!

As glways, please share vour thoughts with me on issues relsted to state overnment by emailing me at ralph hisef@ncleg met or call-
ing me at 919-T33-3480.

NC House District 86
Confronting Opisid Abnse

A proing recopnition of the deaths and angnish cansad by opiedd abose is cansing many to sk what the legislanre may be doing
to curl what amoumts to an opioid sddiction epidemdic in Worth Carolina. Opioid addiction is one of the grestest health care challenges
we face Each day, four Morth Carolinians dis from opioid overdoses. One owt of every 106 births have a newhom addicted because
the mother is opicid-addicted. In tum, that can kead to lengthy intensive care stays for the infant and longer term mental disabilites.
Many whe initzally get addicted on pain meds prescribed by physicians, then progress to cheaper beroin and fentamyl that are even
MOrE Potent.

Back in March four of my colleagnes in the Honse took the kead in inroducing The Stwengihen Opicid Misuse Prevention Act, or
“5TOP Act™ for short. T was a sponsor of this bill along with others. Throngh the Stop Act, we are attacking opicid abuse on several
fromts: by lmiting the oomber of opicid pills prescrbed at one dme by a provider, by requiring prescribers to query the Contrelled
: Substance Feporting System to see if a patient is pettine additional opioids from more than one provider and by allocating 230 Million
Rep. Hugh Blackwell for the trestment of substance :miseandaddj:ﬁ:jnfnrﬂmseal_m?dymﬁﬂ_iug_fmmnpiuidaddkﬁnn. : :

919.733-5805 The STOP Act became Law on Fone 20th of this year. The hill is a first siznificant step. Howerer, [ am confident we will comtinne
to monitor its affectivensss and supplerment our efforts across Morth Caroling to determine what additional actions may be needed .
Hugh Blackwell@nclez net Thronshout our efforts, we also remain clearty mindfil of the need to also effectively treat and meet the needs of our citizens who
have very resl need for pain relief so that they can get the proper quantities of proper meds in 3 way that provides real relief withont
addiction.

The House and Senats both took nge steps forward in a years-long effort to
refornm our nation’s tax code this week. The House passed their version of the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act on Thursday, and just last night, the Senate Finance Committes
passed our bill. This is a kistoric opportunity for Momh Carmoling and the country as a
whole, and I'm very pleased to see our progress o this podot.

Under this legislaton it is estimated nearly 26,000 new jobs will be crested In
Morth Carplina alone, and the average middle-income family will see their tax bill -
reduced by §2,400 per year [ menfioned last week 'ﬂEdﬂ'ﬂ:hllllg-Df'ﬂlE child tax cmcl:tmliﬂlesmmhrd
deduction You should alse know I was very proud to have two smendments inclnded in the Senate Fi-
nance Convnittes’s final packape Thess provisions inchede improvemesnts to the ABTE Act by allowing
rollovers from 520 collepe savings plans and allowimg disabled mdividnals who work to save 3 portion
of their incomme in an ABLE acconnt without risking the loss of benefits. I also fought to preserve the
mortgage mterest deduction, as well as the child and dependent care credit and dependent care F5As,
These are crucial provisions to one of the most imporant pieces of legislaton ['ve worked on in ooy
time in Congress.

Long story short, Americans need 3 break from the croshing burden our tax system puts on them. While
our economy has continwed o stagnate over the last Afieen years, your paychecks have not increased
as fast as they should, and too many jobs kave left our conpnmunities to set up shop abroad. This bill is

a great chance for our state and our couniry. I look forward o confinwing our work to put money back
into the pockets of Americans.

.5'ur.r Spealz ar Senaie Finance Committee on Tax
Curz and Jobz et
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Korth Carolina prepared for recession . .

The messaze below is reprinted from the Office of House Spesker Tim Moare. NC House District 118

Torth Caroling iz one of sixfesn staes well-prepared for a fimancial recession accordine 1o an
econonic "sress test” study released this month by resesrchers at Mpody's Analytics.

Torth Caroling has a record 515 hillion savinges reserve and hag sigmificanthy mypmoved s taw simachre under 3 Bepohlican-led state legiclahme.

"The papple of Morh Carolins can have confidence our stete i well-prepared for emerzencies thankes o3 better bidset process and smsrer sae-
in== by Republican leadars in Faleish ™ said Honse Spesker Tim B fioore.

"Tm prond the MNorth Canoline Hoase has served farmilies and bosinesses responsibly with carefial planmines of oor state’s financial seqaming”
and "pimesred the concept of stress-esting the public secor"

The "siress test” study spplies potential econnmic recession scensmnos, ranzng fom moderae o severe, to analyeze each sfate's fiscal readiness for
an mevitable downmm

The analysis considers the ratio of each stae’s savings resenves to its spending comumitments and measures e predicted impact of a recession on
egories of preparedness: sioeen states that "have the fimds ey need ™ nineteen states that "have most of the fimds they need " and fifieen states that Rep. Michele D. Presnell
"have significantly less fonds than they need " Michele.

Torth Caroling ranked i fhe top-thivd of the hiondy's Anshtics shady as one of stesn states that "have te fonds they need " 918-733-5712

In Apnl of 2017, Mpody's rvestor Service praised Morth Caroling’s Honse Bill 7 Savines Feserve Faquirement 35 3 "credit posstive” conmnitment

In years past, acoording o Moody's, “Morth Caroling’s reserves have been below averaze.”

The Ortober "siress test” shudy by Moody's Analbytics also notes "policymakers should be dilipently implementing stansony resene gudelines " as
Horth Carclina did with Hounse Bil 7in 2017.

NC Senate District 46 vt i e ol g e s e g s oy

Diear Friends,

O the eve of this Holiday season, I would Like to wish 21l of you a Memy Chrstnas. Let us take time this mont o reflect on de mamy blessings
13od hes bestowed wpon ns. T hope yvou are sble to take a fewr days away from your busy schednle s season to relax and enjoy time with friends and
Ennily. I this updase you will find some information about the steps we are aking o maintn reversnce in legislative practice. God Bless you, and
ik o fior your suppoeet.

Yoo may have heard ghouwt the recent federal Fourth Cironit Couet decision stikine domm the Biowan County Conprmzsiomers” practice of apening:
thipir pruiblic board meetines with prayers led by the meanhers shemsedves, On Moventher 15, T, abone with 70 fellow members of the Gemneral Acserm-
by, filed an amics brief sopportng Fowsan Coumty's petition to the T75. Sapreme Court askoin g then oo take ap the cass. Here ic some hacksronnd
abat the case, describing what happened in the keaser courts and what's at sake for elecied officials in the Fourth Cirout and aooss the ooy,
Sammary of the Rowan County Case

Legislative prayer is a5 old as the First Amendment Tndeed it's even older: Three days before Congress approved the First Amendment. it enscted

or Xt Datsl nmmuizingﬂmﬂgﬂmiHmﬁem;ﬂfﬂndﬂ]ﬂa@n@mmhgmﬁm?ﬁﬂm}mmm‘t&M@Uﬁ.?ﬂl
; TET-BE (1983). Theae practice. e TS, Supreme Conrt explamed in Marsh “hes contimed withous imternapeion ever since that early session of Con-
Warren Damel ¢ neleg net eress ™ Id at 788, The same has been tme in nearly every State and thousands of local legislasive bodies—sith those sovenmments opening sessians
919-715-7823 with prayer lad varioushy by chaplains, lesiclaars, lavpeaple, or same comshination of those groups, To this day, even the fadersl courts (and our stae
ooty open each session with “God save the Unised States and this Honorable Ciourt ™ —a shom praver, but 2 praver nonetheless. In light of that “n-
amhipnows and unbroken history of maore than 200 vears ™ the Bfarsh Court conchided . “there can be no doabt that the practice of openine legislstive
sessions with prayer has become part of the Shoic of our socecy™ I st 792

Bt thest vt stopped challewses to the historics] practice. Tust thres vears azo. tan residents of Greece, Mew York challenped that town s practice
of opening public baard meetines with prayer The toan myvied locsl minssters of awy faith o offer prayers of thedr chopsing amd did not prescreen
or preselect amy partioular prayes, and vet the challenzers claimed that the prayers violated the Establishment Clanse because they were “sectanan™
Followine ifs decision in Marsh the Supreme Cowt in Teem of Greece v Galloway, 134 5. Cr. 1311 (2014) rejected the Citizens” armument explain-
ing that “[t]o hold that imcocations nmest be nonsectarian wonld force the legislammres thiat sponsor prayers and te couares that ane asked o decide these
Cases o act &5 supervisors and censors of Teligmas speech ™ Id. af 1822, The Court likewise rejected the challensers" arsumaent that the fowmn violaed
the Estblishoent Clanse vy imating predonyinanthy Christian mindssers 5o lead the prayver. The town weloomed pravers by any minister or lavman of
any fash the Conet explaned but it fomed out that nearty all tee conprerations in town were Christian, “50 loog a5 the towm maimains a policy of
nondiscriminaton ™ e Court went on. “the Constitiion does nos require if 0o search beyvond its borders for non-Christian prayer givers im an effor to
achieve relizions balancng " Id ar 1824,

In a separate opimon m Town of Gresce, Fustice FEennedy, wiiting for hinyself and two other Tustices, explamed that the “prncipal sudience™ for
legislatve praver is not “the public ut lwmskers themesabves ™ Town of Greece, 134 5. Ct. at 1825 To be sume, “many mermiers of the public find
thiese pravers resninesfil and wish o join then ™ “ThThat deeir porpose is largely to acconmnaodate the spivibesl needs of lannmskers smd connect tens
1o a wadition dating to the tme of the Framer= ™ Id ar 1828 Tustice Eennedy also emphesized thar lesiclative praver slioas many lesislaings o “reflect
the values that they hold 3= private diizens. The prayer is an oppormisy for them o showr who and what they are without demying the right to dissent
by those who disagrea™ L

Wit the Town of Greece decision in 2014, I and rsary odvers thoughs that e issue was settled: The Fist Amendment pemiits lepiskatine prayer—a
practice that has pooe on since befiore the Foumding.

That brings us 1o Bowan Coumey. Rowan County's Board of Conmissioners, like conmiless other legislative bodies, apens its public mestings with
prayer. There is mo preset of preselected praver; each Conmty Conmissioner, oa a rotating basis, can offer a prayer of their choosine—regardless of
thieir religion or faith. The Cowrty's practice i no different from how memerons other lemiskative bodies have started their sessions sinoe our coumiry™s
earliest days {and even before). Indeed the WIC Howse and WC Sensfe’s practice of iwitng i= oan members to voluiesr to pray i very simikar i
Powan Comiy's.

And yet earlier this year, the 11.5. Comrt of Appeals for the Fourth Cinoait beld by s 10-5 vote, that Fiowsn Comniy's practice violates the Estsblich-
ment Claese becmee the Commty comerissioners thenyselves (ot 2 paid chaplain or layvperson or ofer vohmeesr) offer sectarian prayers. The Foursh
Ciromt majonty acknowledzed Toamn of Greece and Marsh ot held that those cases were different bacmise they imvolved chaplaim-lad (25 opposed to
legislator-led) prayer See Lund v Bowan Coumty, 8483 F3d 268, 27678 (4 Cir 2017 {en banc). Fowan County has7 filed 2 centiorar petition asking
the Suprerme Court to review and reverse the Fourth Cirouit’s decision

Ileamwhile, in a case imsalving Jackson Comnty, bfichiran’s nearty identical practice of legislsmor-led prayer, the 1.5 Cout of Appesls for the Soah
Cironit recently rejected the Pomrth Civonit's dedision and held that the connty's practice is “consistent wids the Siupreme Comt's lesiskative prayes
idecizions, WMarsh and Towmn of Greece ™ Bormmth v. Cry. of Tackeon, 870 F3d 404 208 (§ith Cr 2017) {en banc). The Sodah Cirout explained that
“Iezislaror-led prayer is a bong-sanding madeion”™ in the Unied Staes—iting example afer eemple. 1d at 502-11.

Sowhat is the upshot of all this? Legislainrs in the Sooh Cirogit {Teonesses, Flentncky, Chio, and Miickizsm) can pray at the begmning of a legisks-
tive session without fear thes their prayer nrizhs viplate te Constimtion while legislators in the Poarth Ciroudt (Morh Caroling, Sout Carolins V-
ginia, hfaryiand West Virgimia) cammot Fowan County has asked the Supreme Ciourt to resolve that split by re-affinming theat legislative prayer (even
when led by 3 legislator) doss not violae the Constnirion.

Unforoanately, the Fourth Cirot's decision casts a shadow of imcertainty over the prayer practices of thonssnds of lezislative bodies sooss de
e And it does so inte Hoe of the Supreme Court's clear teaching et those practices are part of the “fabric of our socien” I zzree with fustica
Eemnady that an opening prayer allows lezslasomrs to “reflect the values that they hold as private citizens” and “oo show who and wist they are withous
demmying the mght to dissent by those who diszeree ™ If amythine. Biowan Coumty's costom of allowing 1= board members &0 pray fosiers an emviron-
mment whers the prayer i more meaningfidl to the prayer-giver. The Fourth Clironit was wrong to sugeest that legislators nmst reflect their private vaes
caly by bomowing & chaplain's ar voluntesr's wonds and voice. That is why 70 memibers of the INC Geners] Assembly filed an amicns brief m support
of Fowan Coumnty. Let's hope that the 11.5. Supreme Court will take up this case. and reverse this misgudided court opimon.
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Rural Life
By Chelzea Thaver
Afstchall and Tmeey Cowny

T've rebested my coffes four times nday and havent had 5
sip. Thaoash messy bums may be the hairatyle du jour amons
Holbywood's m-crowvd, mine is out of necessity and i= not i
amy way, shape, or form, fashionsble. I'm not exacity sure
wihich day this wesk [ showered bt T swear I took one 3t some
point. If this soumds familiar or desaibes you then we ame a part
of the same chib— MORIS of litthe children As 2 mpem of foar
kiddos, myself I depend on a steady sopply of coffee and Tesus o get tirough the day.

Om this day, T set owt with the goal of writing an op-ed on mral healthcane bt sitne
dowm at my comypuier [ have come o the conchesion thar I can'e. T just can't. I can'twie
ghount the stae of healthcare in our regiom when more asmeszes are Closing T can't wiite
shont the stae of healihrare n theze beloved momtaine when more families are moving
away. | can’t write ghout fhe state of healthc are while nry friends are deliberating where
they shauld give hirth and whether 3 drive doam the mmmiEn s oo reky in the winber-
time. These are real people and o1y words sbows these very res] and grim sifustions don't
do them justice. I can't wrile shouat the state of healthcare bacase it is mtertoined with so
omch meore. It i not just healthcare at stake here. Tt is quality of life. I chose to plant my
family in MErchell Conmiy for memy reasons, the least of which being that oy roots am=
here. Ty, it was longzing fora small town and the quality of life that comes with it that
miade me long for the mmmeins. And that quality of life is in serious jeopardy.

Srsll town living is not for everyone. But T am quite Cenamn every person CAn 3pyee
har it is in sl owms that we fnd so noach of what we lowe shout our conmmy. “Mdiom
ballpames af the high schoal Al those places and people that Five quality to our lives.
But today I find royself bernoaning the fact that yet annther bosinsss T love &5 closing its
Hoa'? Why? Like many of voun, I find monrself sropine for answess and coming up with
few thines [ knowy for certain. Like dsnz, I'm going to be missing some good cheesy
Tread come Janmary: Or the knowledgze that families T have come to know and admirs
have been forced 1o leave since the chosume of Labor and Delivery at our local hospial.

Tt weas brouzht &0 noy atention recently hat with the new year, Bhae Fidze Femional
Hospital may no leoger have doctors on staff at night. Sure, there will be ploysidans i the
emermency roo bat not in the bospital ieelf Which mey not mateer to voo il voo, or
somepne you love, is staying overndphe. Then i will matter 8 great deal. Another service
bost Another card dealt zzamet our smisl] town. Like watching dominos, I shodder to
think wrhat will £l mest.

This &= where vou come i This is why SEARCH beean SEARCH Sustinins He-
semtial and Furs] Commmmity Healdscsre bagpan i response to the closnmre of Lebar and
Delivery at BERH but has expanded to so mmach more. SEARCH is contprised of bocal
citizens, clergy members, and bealtcare professionals that care sbowt the qualiny of life
here in the movsmtxine. SEARCH kmows that every decision made by those at Mission
that overlooks the people of this ares in fiver of fitening wallets mickles dowmn o each
af us. Mo one is exchaded. Tobs are lost. Pamilies leave. Smiall bosinesses lose necessary
parons. Anther bosiness choses its doors. How can we comba thisT The first step is to get
mvolved Atiend 3 SEARCH mesting Talk to your neighbors. Relay vour concerns to
VINUE PASTOT, YOUT SOty ConumissianeT, of your phrysician You deserve tobe heard Yoo
deserve 3 parpose-filled life and scoess to quality, accessible and affordalble healthcare
The newt SEARCH mestine will be held December Sth at 7pm at the First Bapdst Chnoch
of Bumesyille. T hape to be there. missey bon and a1l doing whet T can o improve the
gueality of life for ooy family and the Fnes of 3l that call the momeains home Bow please
exnise me whibe [ rebeat nry coffes.

Chelsea Wilson Thayer iz a native and reziden? of Bakernviile, NC. She is

motiveated By her hushand, Bryan, and four children fo lve a life of purpose and
sarvice fo thase that call rural Appalachia home.
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Tipton Hill Community Foundation
By Linda Lamp
Mitchell County

Begionsal Homor to Tipton Hill Connoonity Foundation
ASHEVTLLE, NC The WHC Honors Avards &= built
on a §8-year-old tadition of recognizing nral comanmity

development clubs for their inmovative ideas and grass-
roots solutions. These centers and clubs are the backbone
nion of this vear's program ocomred 2t 8 hmcheon held on
Samarday with 240 compumity lesders from 15 counties and the Eastern Band of
Cherokea.

Comnnmities of Promize receive a cash award of 51,000 and are chosen becase
of the inifiatves implemented by the conmmmity that show promize and can ba
replicated aroumd the region. Tipton Hill Compuanity Foundation from Binchsl]
County received this high acoolade for maising over 524,000 fior facitity improve-
ments and contimuing efforts on a compuonity mmsenm. The mnsenm o be howsed
in the facility will preserve the history of the comanmity throngh historical doos-
on collaboratng with the Center for Fural Health o open a tele-medicine clinic to
serve local residents by providing remote disgnosis snd treatment through telecom-

“TWe shonld all be grateful for the dedication naral comnmmities pat fvbo mak-
ing the monntams a place we can 3ll be prond o call home ” chared Linda Tanip,
Exsqutive Director. “For over §8 years, the WINC Honors program has served a5 an
inspiration for contiming and replicating comumumity success.”

Generous sponsorships from Hamah's Cherokes Casing Besort, Harmah's Valley
Biver Casino & Hotel, Bilmore Famms, Inc., Duke Energy, Mission Hezlth, The
MoChre Fund, First Citizens Bank, Buncombe County Farmm Bureau, Carolina
Farm Credit and Wells Fargo bronght in a record amoant of 340,500 o award to the
65 commnity Centers

173 (e} bepurs im owireach programs dedicated to education, bealth, conservation
and events highlizhting the monntain’s great art, craft, and music waditions, as well
&= collaboratve efforts with govermment, churches, community colleges, monprofits
and small businesses. In addition, the collective fundraising efforts of these com-
nuanities brought in over 5865,000 for everything from neighbor balping neizhbor
to food pantries, comomnity gardens, school supplies, senior meal sites, military
honoramiums, preserving momtain beritage and fonds dedicated to the upgrades and
maintenance of these mral beacons known as commnnity centers.

Linda Lamp has worked in the nonprafit mdicstry for over fwo decades and 15 cur-
rently the Executive Direcror gf WNC Communitias.
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Providing vou knowledgeable assistance
and ligh guality service.

275 North M'Eﬂl'l htreat * Marion, NC 28752

828.652.1553 local » 888.528.1553 toll free

* Medicare Annual Enrollment Starts Oct. 15th
* Individual Health Care Enrollment (ACA) Starts Nov. 1st

We have been proudly sernng Western NC for aver twenty years and wall always confinne
to gffer vou quality pmdnn's and a staff that cares about yon long after the sale.
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Allen’s Offerings

Light
By Allen Buchanan
Mitchell County

My wife came home after a paintng party prowdly
displaying her version of what everyone had pamted that
evening. I oo, was very proud of ber accomplishments,

I admired 3 canming jars hanging on a tree limb. Inside
each jar was 2 sinple slowing white candle. Across thess
jars was written, “He A Light in The World!™

When thinking about the light of each candle within
the jars, I recalled a song that I've known since I was a child. “This Little Light of
Mine I'm zoing to lef it shine. ™

According to Wikipedia, Hamy Dixon Loes wrote this gospel song. Depending
oa the source, the song may take its theme from Luke 11:33, where Jesas said,
"Wo man, when ke kath Nghted a candle, puiteth i in a secret place, nedther wder
a bushael, but on a candlestick, that they which coma in may ree the Hghi " O,
it may be bazsed on Matthew 5:14-15, where Jesus said "Te are the light of the
wardd. A city that is sef on g kil cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle and

ot if umder a bushel, but on a canaiextick;
amd it grverh Hght unto all that are in tha
houze”,

Have you ever noticed in the night no
matter how dark it gets m your home, these
are finy lights everywhere? Mearly every
elecirical item you own has a standby light
signifying its power is on. If vou fomms on
that lizht lonz enough it appears fo grow
larger. In some cases that lizht can lead
you to safety.

Orr world today is filled with lost and
hnriing people seeking answers to give them bope for a brighter tomommow. As a
Christian, wou are to b that hope. thar lighe With your faith and trust in Jesuws,
you can shine your light of love on them leading them to His saving srace. The
brightest fuure anyone can have is spending eternity in Heaven!

“This Little Light of 3me. . ™ What 2 beiter phrase for December? A Lizht in
the world is what we all need o be. Isn't it what is expected of ns? Aren’t we sup-
posed to sirive to be like our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?

For God so loved the world, thar e gave kiz onjy bepotien Son, that whozoever
Ielievarth in him should not perizh, but have everlasimg Jjfe. ~ John 3:16

Merry Chrizstmas!

Allem Buchanan is a freelance Christian writer Allen attends Bear Creek Baprist
church.

Trail of Faith

Christmas Celebration

By Sheryvl Troa
Burke County

Agzzin this year Valdess is Lt
up for Christmas. For 19 vears now, the Waldensian Trail of Faith has been shar-
ing a lights display. Founded in 1993, the Trail is an ontdoor museum consisting
of 11 acres that porrays the history of the Waldensian people back to the dme of
the Biblical Apostles

The Trail of Faith is the story of the Waldenzisn people. The Waldensian people
were considerad to be people who lived by the scriphare and wers “tortured,
extled. and martyred,
and sull the faith that
drowe them from the
Alpine Valleys of
Ltaly to the foothills
of Morth Caroling
survived.™

There will be
nmsic and singing to
precede the reading
of the Christmas
Story.
Visitors of the
Christmas lights dis-
play are encourazed
o stop by the Visi-
tor’s Center where
bot chocolste and
hot apple cider will
be served alongside
refreshments.

The Trail of Lights
will be open Mow.
21 through Sunday,
Dec. 24 from §-9 ’
p-m. every night. The SPR
Wisitor Center will
be closed Christmuas Eve and Christmas Diay. There will be no lights on Christmas
Dy, butf the lights will be on Chrisimas Eve.

The Whaldensian Trail of Faith is located at 401 Church 5t 2IW in Valdese.

Sheryl Tron works az an gffice azsisfant af the Waldensian Tral of Faith
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Tim’s Treasures
Sled Hill

By Timothy W. Tron
Burke County

“The thigf cometh not, but for to steal, and fo B, and
to destray: I am come that they might kave Iife, and thet
they might have it more alumdanrly. “-Tohn 10:10

Ax a child, T never understood why standing on top of
Sled Hill and overlpoking the trees, roofiops, and steeples
in the tiny town of Wew Hammony made me feal as if 1
were somewhere else; somewhere in another place and
time. Life would evenmally lead me on a jouomey, led by the Master's hand, 1o
moumtaim fops beyond my wildest dreams, back fo a beginning that no one Enew.
In those places, the grandear of God's majesty wounld ake my breath sway as He
wiguld open ooy mind to the Truth. It was as if back then, He was prepaning me for
the finure, but it was beyond my comprebension a= it so often is. But before those
magmificent peaks and that walk of faith came 3 humble beginning. Yet, even
now in my mind’s eye, I can still see that view on a sunny day as clouds whisked
overhead throwing shadows ﬂnatracada-:rnﬁﬂlehlshgumpasnm below that
were sewn nto a8 patchwork of squares o
that bordered the edge of town on the farm
we knew s home It was bere on this hill,
which to ns was 8 mountzin in those days,
that the event of 2 lifetime would eooar on
a smowy day; quite unlike that bright sumemy
day, yet 5o fall of wonder and awe that
it wonld take 8 multimds of memories o
contain 1t all. .

Christmas was just around the comer, so everyomne was anxious for our first
soowiall of the season. The weather on thet winter morm was gray and dull with
clonds hanging so low it falt like you could reach up and tonch them The forecast
was for a few inches of snow, but by noon, there was already a blanket of white o
desp it covered everything around that old fanmhouse there on the edge of town
theat szt just below Sled Hill. As the snowflakes fell like giant goose-down feath-
ers, more and more family began to gather until the house conldn’t contamm us all
and at the snzzestion of grandma we lit oot for Sled Hill with amyvihing we could
find that might act as a sled, including
one real working sled. At that point, it
was just us kids, out on an exploratory
expedition Looking back, prandma’™s |
sugeestion for us to go explore the
sledding conditions were 8 perfect ;
way to guist the howss and make more
room for the sdult family who had
come fo visit. For us kids, it was the
perfect exouse to play n the snow.
Either way, it wonld become soon become the stuff of lezends.

1 dom’t know which of us tried to zo down first, but by the tme we reached
halfway up the famouns hill the smow was 30 desp you conldn’t slide down easily
wiithout first making 3 trough. The inital stempts all met with crashes. It wasn't
uniil someone made a mn pearly fo the bofiom of the hill that our lnck began
to change. It wasn't long before dhe mns were stretching out mbo unbelisvable
lenzthe, Soom it was apparent that 3 report hack o bome base was neceszary; this
was gomg fo be the sledding event of the century; Christimas had come earby!

We went up and dowm that hill so many times that afternoon that we eventualby
became wore out and kad to retom back to the howse for warmth and recupera-
ton. If you knew ns kids, you knew that for us to have to stop doing something
that nmech fun was a clear indication of our exhsmstion. A5 we retold of the
exciterpent while sipping hot chocolate and easting grandma’s hot fresh homemade
cockies, some of the adalts had to zo check it owt for themsehres. A few of us
escorted them back to the hall, which was a good hike that went past the omac-

tor barm, up the longz lane that passed the garden at s, Wolfe's house, past the
backside of the Labyrinth, past the tullpens and evenmually o the pasiire gaie

at the far end. All along the lane were huge Catalpa trees that would provide an
unending supply of fishing bait m the summertime from the worms that wonld
fall off their leaves but now stood barren and dark as onunons figures that loomed
overhead which stood as bubaarks apaimst the spowstorm: one side bacoming

whits = they too became part of the
ever-imrreasing snow-scape. Once
you reached the pasture gate, you
hkad a good quarter mile o reach the
base of the hill, that now stood silent
and foreboding as the snow-covered
sled mn locmed white disappear-
ing mto the snowiall from above,
becoming one in their oheourity of
evesizhr.

The repont from our adualt led
expedition told of some of the best
sledding conditions that they had ever seen in their lifetime. Our eves neariy
popped out of our heads ar this exclamation The whesls were soon put into mo-
tion for preparstions for a night sled. sormething we children had never heard of
nor thonght of before. Grown men began to brainstonm, and the idea of puting
torches along the sled mm was throwm out. “And why not,” came a reply which
soon put some of the creative minds in the family to work to build the home-made
torches that soon lined the sled path before darkness had set in putting off 2 wamm-
ing glow to the gleaming white ice that had begun to form on the trail to the top of
the hill. I don’t know what we ate, nor when we ate, all I can recall to this day was
sledding and shiding down the hill that loomed like 3 monolithic icicle in the night
sky. The hill became so slick that the only way to get back to the top was to find
footsteps on the side of the nm that had been mads before; otherwise, you'd find
yourself sledding without 2 sled. By the end of the night only the brave or fool
hearty wonld slide from the top of the hill so fast snd shick was the ice. Those
who did try found themselves becoming lnuman terpedoes flving doem the hill a=
their sleds raced shead.

While we kids were climbing wp snd down the hill, a giant bonfire began to
grow, where we would find curselves wamming our frozen extremities and finding
ot dogs or other fire baked goodies to satisfy our bhimger that had growmn withont
our knowledge. As the faces of family and friends gathered around the blaze, we
realized that when grandpa and grandma were also there gathered around theat
giant fire, this was the event of a lifetime_ Grandpa would rarely veniure out this
time of night especially when he had the 3:00 AM milking coming, bar this was
oo ordinary day or night. We continned on that night untl anns and legs would no
longar mowve and slowly we all left the snpowfal]l and ice-covered hill behimd. As
the embers of the fire began to glow in the datkness, the last snowflakes fall into
its wammith with a hizs. A tiny puff of seoke escaped and drified above info the
night sky, ke our memaories that drified off with oar sleep as soon &5 our heads
hit the pillows that might.

In the event of a lifetime, 3 memory was made that affected so many its recol-
laction brings forth memories from so many that if we were all gathered together,
you night mistake our ages as children once szain and hear the crunch of snow
underfoot as our minds race down that hill once more.

There hawve been many Christmas sezsons that have come and gone since that
day. Many of those adalts have gone on home to be with the Lord while others
have grovm and mowed away. The old farmbonse was tom down and the farm
drastically altered to adapt to changing times. The old milk bam is sfill there, bt
now it is the offices and warelouze for a fower farm. While one can stand st the
road that ence went by the bouse and look back to where the old front porch nsed
to sif, it is oaly then, in the mind’s eye can we see fiom whence we came. Time is
the thief that comes to steal and destroy, but we camnot allow it all o slip away.
Life is about living, our past and our nnaneal expenences and sometimes, those all
combine into the unforgetable.

A life lived stnndantty.

Sio, it was and always shall be with our “Sked Hill ™ Somewhere in your life,
you oo have bad or will have a “Sled Hill ¥ When you do, or if you have, em-
brace thoss memories or that tme with all you can, for it somefimes only comes
arpund once in 3 lifetine.

Agzin live life abondantly, and strive to make the most of every oppornity.
Thanks be to God.

Timothy W Trom is the Execufive Director of the Waldenzian Trail off Faith. He
ez i Faideze with kix fomily. He iz the quthor of "Bruacke fo Hemeen, " and an
active blogger, ariis? and musician. Timodthy alse has a BSEE from UF, is an Eagle
Scout . He iz now teachimg in Walauga County
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Dine In and Carry Out

Steak & Seafoed Open 7 Days A Week
www.toky ill.com Mon-Thur: 11am-5:30pm

288 Oak Ave. (Downrown) Fri-Sat: 11am-10pm

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Sunday: 11:30am-3:30pm
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Ealling Your Home During The Winter
By Dave Famsey

Thinking of selling vour
bome sometime next year?
Why wait? Existing home
sales have nrrezsed from
MNiovember to December
| an averaps of 4. 5 percent
| m the past three winters.
That means even though
thers are less homes on
the market, buyers are ont
there buying at a steady, if
not increagsed, pace. That's
great news for you winter
sellers!

If vou'we
Zot 3 home on the market nght now, you might fee] like the Grinch
stole your Christras. Evervone kmows winter is the season of giv-
ing. and spring is the seasom of selling. Plos, working home shaone-
ings into 3 busy holiday schedule is ke trying to shove a 20-foot

But selling your home during the holidays doesn’t have to spell
disaster You may be surprised that there are advantazes to selling
your bome in the winter. Here are some of our faverites.

The internet has no seasons

Traditional home baying and selling seasons have evolved as a
result of instant mtetnet access to property listings. While spring iz
still the hotest bome-buying season, serious home buyers are al-
ways oo the lookont, checking out the Latest listings om their tablet
before bed or while waiting for their kid's football game to end.

Today's nyers do the bulk of their home searches online, and
that's ezpecislly true when the weather outside is not so cheerfinl.
This means your cnline listing and photos are especially important.
Make sure you nse high-qualicy photos that show off your home's
selling points. Photos of the exterior in all seasons can help, &5 can
inclnding a video tour and night shots of the exterior with all the
lights on

Adake sure you work with an experienced real estate agent o get
your listing up-to-somuff for online house hunters, An expert agent
can belp you know bow to show off vour home's best feamres,

Compefition dries ap

Come spring, sellers will flood the market and your home will
be just another fish in a great big pond. But right now, yon've prac-
tically pot the market to yoursslf

Since 2014, existing home inventory kas fallen an average of
15 percent from Movember to Diecember. That's 15 percent less
Buyvers have fewer homes fo choose from, which means yon conld
sell your house faster.

Buyers mean business

Miost folks want to curl up under a blanket nexr to 8 wanmn fire
on a cold winter day. If a bayer is tudging around in freezing
weather to look at your home, they nnst be semous. That's becanse
many winter buyers are working agzinst 3 deadline, whether it's an
expiring lezse. ralocation, or a conract on their current hoone.

Catting tax brealk:s before year's emd

Winter hoome buyers may also be motivated to captore the fax
benefits of buying a home before year-end.

Home bayers can write off some of the expenses of their home
puarchase on their taoes. There are nsually multple tax benefits of
owning 4 kome they can take advantage of, too. Typically, a home-
owner can count on the following being ax-deductible:

= Mortzage interest

= Private mortgage insurance (PO preminms

= Feal estate taxes

Thess tax benefits conld make a potential home buyer want to
zet a honse bought and closed before the new vear. And if yon're
selling your home and buying another, you could rng in the new
year with more tax breaks, too.

Femember that selling or buying a honse can complicate your
fax situstion, which is why it"s always a2 great idea to lean on a tax
expernt’s knowledge. They can make sure you get every deduction
and credit you've earoed.

Time off

Yiom may think people are less likely to see your bome during
their hectc holiday schedules. That can be tae, bat keep in numd
muost people have more time off aroumd the holidsys. That means
muore e for browsing their favorite home spps, dreamimg abowt
their fomre decor, and even scheduling bome showings
Three tips to set the buyins mood

Wothing says welcome bome guite fike walking ont of the cold
info 2 mice, warm house that’s dressed wp for the holidays. Admit
it: "Yionar bome looks great this tme of year!

It's easier to make 8 house feel like home in the wintertime.
Here ate a few fips to belp you set the buying mood.

= Keep it simple. Decorations shonld accent — not overpower
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— s room. Less is more. You don't want your Chrisimas tree to take up half the
Toom.

* Crank up the cory. Lizht 3 firs in the hearth play soft holiday mmsic in the
backgronnd snd prepare frech-baked goods or mnlled cider for puests.

= Shine a light cutside. Winter days get dark early. Brghten your home's ex-
terior with cwtdoor spotlizhis. A few holiday lights are okay. Tust save the Clark
Bemember, the nicer your bome presents itself the more likely it is o sall — and
for more money, With all these advantages on your side, hopefolly selling your
hiorme in the winter won't feel so daunting!
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Tha fas! lane Tor small business,

“Serving WNC For
Cheer 500 Yeors™

828-682-2194

East Main Streat,
Burnawville, N.C, 28714

*Sale prices posted in vehicle
windows, See doaler Tar
compleie Sataila
on rebates and finanaing.
Mo DOC fows,

Tax and tag extra.

www. bremews. com
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 they shall come from the |

and from the west (Luke 13:29)

5 she shall shave her head, and

___ her nails (Dent 21:12) (KIV)

O T will make all your enenmes

tum therr  and num (Ex 23:27)

14 they shall take gold, and .

and purple (Exodus 28:53)

15 the LORD commanded the

blessing,  hife for evermore

Ps133:3)

16 to Joppa, where he found
___ bound for that port (1.4) (Jo-

nah 1:3)

17 putting its doors and bolts and
__ mplace (Neh 3:15)

18 donotletvour  hand know

what your night hand is doing

(Matt 6:3)

19 Father, keep through  own

name those whom thou hast (John

17:11) KIV

20 the LORD appointed a

time, saying, To morrow (Exodus

9:5)

21 and your toal __ another man's

house (Prov 3:10)

23 Now there aroseupa
over Egypt (Exodus 1:8)

23 15 there amy taste m the white
ofan 7 (Job 6:6)

27 Surely I have acted hike a fool
and have  pgreatly (1 Sam
26:21)

29 Peter knocked and a servant
pulpamed  came (Acts 12:13)

32 there was what looked like

___of glass (1.3) (Rev 4:6)
33They  from the Book of
the Law of God (INeh 8:8)
37onebeka  persom, that is,
half a shekel (Ex 38:26)
38 donkeys that work the soul wall
eat fodderand  (Tsa 30:24)
m%hu,lmnsmﬂntnu:

is going to be disastrous (Acts
27:10)
42 Joslma, who  seen all the
great works of the LORD (Judg
27
43 seventh letter of Greek alpha-
bet
44 Theyare  wath the show-
ers of the mountains (Job 24:8)
45 the curtain of the temple was
tomm two from __ to bottom
(Matt 27:51)
46 from them that pass by se-
curely asmen  from war (Mic
28 KIV
48 a robe, a woven tumic, a turban

_ (Ex284)

49 gave it to lns disciples, saying,
"Take and  ; this i3 myy body
(Matt 26:26)
50 Foman emperor (34-68 A D)
51 fishermen's equipment (T uke

5:4)

53 In the begimning God created
the heaven and the

55 thou shalt make the _
limen (Exod 28:39) (KIV)
57 experienced in the
graving (2 Chron 2:7)

58 aman scoop fire mtoms
without iz clothes bemng bumed?
{Prov 6:27)

of fine

of en-

(Gen 1:1)

61 Then came Jesus forth, wear-
mg the crownof  (Jobm 19:5)
63 Shechem set men on the hill-
tops to ambush and ~ every-
one (Judg 9:25)
66Asan __ pleasing to the
LORD (INum 29:2)
68 Butman  andis lad low;
he breathes hus last (Job 14:10)
6Otoseeckan  : He wall cast
lots with amows (Ezek 21:21)
I/l Foritiseasierfora _ to
go through a needle’s eye (Luke
18:25)
12 Salvation 15 found in no one
__, for there 15 no other name
(Acts 4:12)
13 every man under ns vine and
under hisfig (1 Kimg 4:25)
74 1 looked at the earth, and it
was formless and (Jer 4:23)
75 silver in two bags, gz with two
ufcinﬂlmg{i]‘fmgsﬁ??r}

76 there must not be even a

of sexual immorality (Eph 573)

DOWN

1 asthew lives  awaym

their mothers’ arms. (Lam 2:17)

2 ftor that day 1s great (Jer

30:7)

3 the testimony of the LORD 15

19:7)

4 Some Pharisees came and

him by asking (Mark 10:2)

5 Two sons were bom to Eber:

One was named  (Gen 10:25)

& Joshua sent men from Jencho

to Al which 15 near Beth

(Josh 7:2)

TIwill  the weary and sat-

1sfy the faint (Jer 31:25)

8The  lawis summed up m

a smgle command: "Love your

(Gal 3:14)

0 Pharaoh's daughter went down

totheNileto  (Ex 2:5)

10 raises the poor from the dust

and hifts the needy fromthe

heap (Ps 113:7)

11 lower part of the face (Lev

13:29)

12 the mcrease of . and

the flocks of thy sheep (Deut

T-13) (KIV)

13and makebim  out what

he has swallowed (Jer 51:44)

22 The shaggard  and gets

nothmg (Prov 13:4)

24 Do not take advantage of a

widow or an (Ex 22:22)

26 Everyone who competes m
___ goes mto stnict framming

(1 Cor 9:25)

28 cluldren of Israel went on

__ land in the nmdst of the sea.

(Exod 15:19)

30 your tithes, and offer-

mgs of your hand (Deut 12: &)

31 upon his kimpdom, to it

and to establish 1t (Tsa &-7)

32 your children t

_hengaﬂ:enhzrch:-d:s 2.1)

(Luke 13:34)

34 He replied, "Out of the

(2]
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{.Fudg 14:14)

35 Bring me a heifer,

.aram{l 4)(Gen 15:9)
J6outofthe Toytoyou O
LORD (Ps 130:1)
30present  of that tithe as
the LORDYs (1,5) (Num 18:26)
41 thereisnone  God but one
(1 Cor 8:4)

441t needinl for me to wnte
unto you (Jude 1:3)

47 abbr. for the 6th book of the
NT.

48had awifewhowas __ and

remained childless. (Judg 13-2)

52 as amountam  and crumbles

{Job 14:18)
54 The Gadites bwlt up Dibon,

Arcer,  Shophan (Nam 3234
35)

56 foumd an Alexandnan shap sail-

BISLEWOHDEAME S LU

ALL HIGHTS RESERVED

to eat; out of the strong _Egﬁ%‘-"l' and put us on (Acts
__and 357tenbulls, twenty she . and

ten foals {Gm]! li}{EIN'J

58 they tedunforta __ of blue

(Ex 3931 KIV

50Akoabullockand  for

peace offenmpes (1.3) (Lev 9:4)

60 All your  has been brought

down to the grave (Isa 14:11)

62 There shall the great owl make
_ (Izaiah 34:15)

64 Ahab sonof  became king

of Israel (1 Kings 16:29)

65Ihave  a Nazante unto

God from my mother's womb

(Judges 16:17)

67 she heard that Jesus was com-

meg, wentand  him (John

11:20)

70 Andrew ns brother casting a

___ mto the sea (Mark 1:16)

Solution on page 14

ASHEVILLE ELI]EHL‘I" AHI.'I DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community™

Trips for December

* Tuesday, Dec. 5th - Bristol TN. - Speedway in Lights (vans leave
the senior center at 4:15pm) 52.00 per person

* Friday, Dec. 15th - Farmers Daughter TH

* Tuesday, Dec. 19th - Khol’s and Wal-Mart - Asheville

* Thursday, Dec. 21st - Bristol TN. - Speedway in Lights (vans leave

the senior center at 4:15pm) $2.00 per person

www. brenews.com
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Bats

By Christy LowrsEn
Burke Counly

BEiv now, you have probably fizured ont that I love andimals. T
enjoy researching and leaming fascinatimg facts about the crea-
fures God has created! Buf today, I'm gons o talk sboot 2 mam-
mal I don’t like. Bats. I don’t like bats. Why vou ask? Becansze

they like to fiy too closs to my head! T cammot ts]] yow the mmmber

of times that a bat touched my cheek or swrooped within inches of pry head! That's

winy I do not ke bats, but that is not fxir to them. God made bats, so they deaserve o
be recognized. Basides, there are a kot of fascmatme facts about bats, so memy that I
won't be able to =l you all of them m this amicle.

There are over 12440 species of bats. These species are divided o 2 groups:
megabats and microbats. hiegabats are very large bats that only eat fuit. The lagest is
the rare Giant Golden-crowmed fiying fox bat, whose wingspan can reach wp to § fest
arross. Messhats have really sood eyesizht and chose to depend on this sense instesd
of their superpower that God gave them Microbats on the other hand . have ppor eve-
sight and rely a great deal on their God-given superpower. Most microbats eat msects,
and some eat sroall snimsls. Vampire bats are also included in the micrebat group,
they are the only marnmals whose diet is solely blood. The smallest microbat is the
nmbile bes bat, who weighs less than 3 penmy and is the size of 8 tomibnail

Bats come out 2t night and are the only manumsls that can fiy. The Mexican free-
tailed bats can v up to 250 miles 3 might, 25 f3=f s 80 mph, snd ap o 10,000 fi hizh
At might, broam bats can ext up to 1200 mosquites an boor and can live wp to 30 years.
Bracken Bat Cave, Teeras is bome 1o 20 million Mexican Free-ailed bats that ear 200
tons of insects every might. More bats live in this cave tan people live m MMumbai,
India, one of the hishest populated cities in the waorld. When this family of bats leave
the cave, it looks like 3 stonm passing through on the radar. I would not want w be
outside when this ocours!

I wramt to talk more about bats” superpower, called echolocation. Echoelocation is the
ghility to make sounds snd noises that reflect back o you in the foro of echoes. The
echoes that boumee back to them halp thermn menencer at might and find food Echolo-
catiom shows the exact location of thedr prey. This God-given gift is so sencitive that
bats can sense oljects as thin as a single buman hair. This superpower also abetts bats
of moths teat are poisonous so they don't eat them [ like to tink of the echoloca-
tion a5 3 gizsnc force field for the bats. It's this imvisible shisld from God | that bats
boumce soumds off of to protect and keep them safe from objects and to help them
locate and distinpaish berareen podizonous and safe food w ear. To me this is amaz-
mg! Even though - - .. -
I don't care much
fior bats, they are
realty coal!

Diid you kovowr
that God also zave
you an invisible
shield? He sume

ded! It s part of
ﬂmmmufﬁud,
of faith ™ Thlsshlddwﬂi;uutecrj'mﬁtmmuﬂmmysuﬂsmmym
devil wants o seek and destroy us becanse we are made in the mare of God, Tt by
believing that Grod is vour shield, vou will be proteceed. AU vou kave to do is have
faith that the shield is real and that God &= protecting you! Ask God o give you your
very own shield and to protect von from smpthing that might come your way and
He will! God will put 3 forcefield around yon to keep you safe. He will create 5 safe
haven for you He will wrap bis arms around vou ke an eagles’s wings and shield yon
from any storm yon may encoanter! Char God is mighty, and awesome and He is all
we pead! Don't forget to praise and thank Him each and every time He profects vou.
That makes God super happy!

In additior fo all this, ke ue the shield of firith, with wigch you can edimguizh ail
the flaming arrows of the @il ong BEph. 616 NIV

Cur sond warks for the LORD); He & onr help and onr shield. Psalms 33220 NASB
Diear Lord, we thenk You and praise You so much for Your shield that protects us
from e things we see and the things we don't see. I pray that You will belp develop
the faith of each child so they will rely solely on You i all parts of thedr life. For Yoo
are miighiy, and swesome and are worthy of all of our praiss! AWEN.
Bibliography

https:(amirsals howstoffworks com'marmmals’] 3-meredible-hat-facts bbm
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Christy Lovwman iz a Chriztan author and iilurtrator that lhves i the fbothills af
the Blue Ridee Mountains with her huisband and two children. She enfoys writing
amd ilustrating books for ail ages. Some of har short stories are published with
odeposts and HCI. Chrizty gives all the glory fo God in everything she does. 4
portion of avery book sold from the Small Bible Characier Series will be donated
fo battle kuman rafficking. Ifvou oy her books, Tike' her muthor page on
Facebook and let her Buow! You can buy her book:s at hitps:Sww amazon. comes
rgf=dp_byline zr book_I"le=UTF5&feld-mithor=Chriniy +Lowmandesearc -ali
as=books Etext=Christy+Lovwmandesor=relevancerank

You can reach her at hfips v facebook comyauthorChrisnL owman or chris-
Dvsroapsidpahkes.con.

The Rotary of

A

Health Club in Tanzania
By Doug Sudduth
Afitchell County

The Fotary Chab of Spruce Pine welcomsd Paula and Demmy
Lofoom to their regulsr mesting on Movember 16 nfrodoced by
their lonztime friend and Fotanan, Dir Arch Woodsrd, the couple
spoke of their work bezmning m 2002, when they went to Tanzania
o bring health care to nnderserved people. As a physicisn smd a
murse, Denny and Panls kave worked not only in the United States, but in Guatemala
and Antarctica before answering the call to go to Tanzaniz With te late hary Elben K-
i, they foumded Internations] Health Parmers, U5, & TZ, with the mission of plan-
ming. financing and buildns health care facilities m Tanzania. The 5t John's University
School of Mursing st Dodoma opened smd has now more than 30 students, sbout 500
enrolled in the BSHN program 250 in the diplomas norsing prosram, and 150 sndenss in
thee laboratory techmician s program under the wvhrells of the mrsme schiool. St Tohn's
ﬁmmgmﬂ!m&tmmmﬁlmmm&
EITITE COUmITY.
International Health Parmess TZ joined wiath
TERIA (For the Children of Tanzanis) to fionm.
IHP-TEWA-TZ and is tnnbdine The Children's
Hospital at Zinga Since breaking proumd for de
hospital in Fone 2013, IHP-US-TEMA-TZ has
made progress developng the infrastmacore w
support the proposed 32 wmits of the bospital, as
well as howsing for the staff and for the memy
msdiral and constrction valuntesrs who have
e to the fiour Tha
mmunmmm; vﬂ?ﬂmﬁ?:mnfﬁu Rotarian Arch Woodard presenting
a locally handmade Rotary mug fo
hospital to open in 2016, thos providing care for
both pediatric and adult patients. The Children's < 2wl and Deviny Lofsinom
Hospital is already making a difference in the lives of children and families as we
keamed tirough the monerons photosraphs that Panka shared in the presentation. She
noited that Fotary clubs in Ilincis and Missoum have donased equipment for the 3-ray
Tuibdine: and water purification wmits, Dhonors pay the salaries of the 40+ emplovees who
can now feed and educare their Silies. Donors alse pay for building marerials, the sub-
contractors and for the upkeep of the facilifies. Panla explamed that providing medical
care is both challensme snd rewarding. With dedicated voluntesrs and zenerons donors
Panla and Denmy are optimistc about the future of the Children’s Hospital at Zmea
Spruce Pine Rotarians appreciate Dr. Woodard mskine us aware of the Internatioral
sheme the story of their work with ns.

Doug Sudduth is the Public Relations (fficer for the Spruce Pine Rotary Club.

L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County's Largest Selection of Furniture
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*{2 months interest free - CALL
Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Wl::rl:}r Road : Marion, MNC
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Count on God for Christmas Surprises
Een and Jan Merop
Avary County

What was your best Chnstmas surprise?

Did a lowed one show up at your front door and
surprise you? Did you open a gifi that vou never
expected to receive? Did you get to take a mip
yvou had always dreamed about?

Chrisfras is abont surprises, fsu’t it?

Rarely do we 2o around telling our loved ones
what we are going to give them unbess if is necessary for them to know so wea
don't duplicate or misunderstand Butf those are usually exceptions to the nale

I"ve descoibed before how my engapement omg from Fen came wrapped in
2 latge bioex, then smaller until T lifted ot a shoe box contaiming a wooden shoe
handcrafied by a fiend. Thrlled with my surprise, I never expected the smalker
box with myv engagement ring to fall out of the shoe into my hand. My surprize
and delizht overfiowed into fears of happimess.

Pleazing those we love and care sbout is an overflow of the great heart of our
God in whose imape we are crested. He delights in surprising us.

In Psalm 37: 3 & 4, WETV, it says, “Trust i the Lord, and do good; dwell in the
iomd, and feed an His faitifulnesz. Delight yoursa]f aiso in the Lord, and He shall
Eive you the desires of vour heart. ™

After the angel’s first swprising visit, Mary lived out her pregmancy and her wp
to Bethlehem with Foseph I imagine she longed to get seitled at 3 welcoming nm.
But, surprise. Mo room at the inn except 8 nearby stable. But, once Jesus was
bom and placed in a manger bed; she mmust have marveled st what God had
wrought within ber and the good man he had given her to help raise this Son of
the Hizhest

And even if she may have begun to wonder anew about it all, in moments she
saw them coming. Swurprise visitors ~ shepherds with a leok of awe and wonder
on their faces who had encountered angels - as she and Joseph had also in Ga-
brial’s visits to them.

As the shepherds spread the word and people marveled at all they heard Serip-
fare says in Luke 2:19, “But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in ber
Hm:?

Miary allowed God fo bold and revesl his surprizes at the right dme.

How might God surprise each one of ws this Chostmas? We can count on Him
a5 we keep our hearts open and ready to cherish within ns that which he reveals.

DELLINGER’S e

Christian Book & Gift Shoppe “ﬂﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂi’;ﬁ Eu;mf [E}rrgf ;.T

BEAR ALL THINGS

Love came down on Chnistmas morn
So that all who believe can be reborn.
Freely share that leve so graciously given
Easing burdens for others with an eye toward heaven.

“Tove___bears all things. "
1 Connithians 13- .

“Bear one another’s burdens._ "
Galations 6: 2

Laser Therapy,
, Healing at the

Speed of Light

Research published in the Lancet, a prestigious
medical journal stated that Laser Therapy reduced
acute neck pain immediately after treatment and up
to 22 weeks after treatment with chronic (long term)
neck pain. So why choose Laser Therapy? It works,
has no side effects and the results last.

Natural Health Care
Nolutions for Your Life

L If e Center | iasertarapy

CHIROPRACTIC

Burnsville, NC HEALTH COACHING

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

-- g and Jan rezide i Land Horbour in Avery County, where they have moved in
retirament because they love our mountains. Thay have written for us in years
st

"Since 1982
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

Serving God in Your Bodily lliness

By Shawn Thomas
Burke Coumgy

"But you kiow that it was becanse gf a bodify fllmess thar T
preached the gospel to vou the first time ... "', (Galatians 4:13) &

5o, the Apostle Paul had a “bodily illness™ which was
hindering him 2z he spught to serve the Lord. But as we ses
in Cralatians 4. he didn’t let that stop him from serving.

In fact, werse 13 says it was “bacause” of the bodily illness
that Paul was able to preach the mospel to the Galstisns. What these exact circmm-
stances were, we do not know — nor the exact nsture of Paul’s illness; thongh
both ;13 and :14 describe it as a bodily (literally “feshiy™) condition, and in :15
he mentions that the Galatians “would have phecked ont your eyes and given them
o me, " perhaps giving a hint as to the nanire of his physical problem. But those
are the only clhoes we have; perhaps becanse the specific natare of Panl’s difficalty
Was 0ot 35 inportant as the fact that 1) the Galatians accepred him despite it, and
2 that Paul allowed the Lord to use kim in it.

There are pumerons lessons for God's people here, among them that the “health
and wealth prosperity gospel™ is false. The new Testament does MOT indicate
that God will heal us of every physical malady if we merely believe. The Apostle
Panl himcelf had a physical condition which God did not immesdiately heal We
glzo read in IT Timothy 4:20 where Paul said “Thophdmus Tigh rick i Miletus.” So
nmich for a supposed guarantes that God will heal every physical infimmity bera in
this world. That teaching is not supported by the scophares.

Angther lesson, for the ill persons themselves, is that we should oot watt for
perfect health to serve God. Quite honestly, that day may not come, and your op-
pormnity to bless and be hlessed by vour potential service will have paszed. Do
nat wait for the “perfect” circumstances, but serve God as He gives you sirength
WOW. And give vou sirength He can — often way bevond what youw may imagine.
Femember whar the Lord mold Panl when be asked Him for physical healing: "My
grace iz ngfficient for you, for power i perfected i weakmess. ™ God can give us
great strength, even when we are physically weak, if we will present onrsabees to
Him a5 vessels for service. This shonld not be taken to meamn that there are not
circnmstances which it our shility toe serye. This writer has personally spemnt
fime sidelined from active ministry by incapacitating illness. Thers are tnes
when we simply cannot seTve.

But we shounld also recognize that sometinees we think our limitations — physi-
cal or otherwise — automatically exclude us fom being wsed by God. And we
shonld remember that ofien, as in the case of Paul here, God has plans to use us
4 5PITE of them  so that He may be the more glorified.

Share this:

Shawn Thomas is Senior Pastor af Plegsant Ridee Baprist Crurch in Morganion,
Hiz mezsazes and devofionals are available af www . shawnethomas.cam

Jesus is the Reason for the Season!

KA John's *
Precision Auto Body

Mountain View Prison
A Bed In A Bath Eoom

By Don Stafford
Mitchell County

My name iz Fev. Don Stafford, and I kave been the com-
ity fimded Chaplaim at bloumtaim View Prison for the
past 12 years. [ believe this is one of the preatest mimisiries
that Christisns can be involved with. In Matthew 25:385-40
the Bible says, "Twas in prizon and vou visited me... Farily
I sy umio you, inasmuch as ve e done it into one gf the
Teast af these my brethren, ve have done 1t wnte me. " Through this ministry I have
sepn oo many men sive their life to Jesws Christ Tt is such a bleszsing to see these
men srow in the knowledpe of the Bible. Many inmates ack to be baptized  and I
was privileged to bapize 40 of them last year (2016817

I zm employed by The Blue Ridze Prison Mmisiry Board. Each board member
is A member of one of our local churches. Local churches support this mimstry
by giving a regular monthly financial gift. Bev Steve Williams is the freasurer for
this ministry. If your church would like to give to this minisity please send your
gift to the Mitchell Baptist Associa-
tion, marked for the prison ministy,
I believe God will bless vou for
it. Please remember that missions
bapm at horme.

Ar alvogst sy miven mme there
are 908 inmates at Mountain View
Comectional. Two inmates five in
zn approximately 8x12 room with
caly a connnede, sink and 2 small
bunk beds. Everything an inmata
owns st fit in his locker which
seTves a5 a closet, file cabinet,
safe. Can you imagine living in this
emvironment? Sometimes tempers flare becanse one mmate may Ty to bolly the
other. This can turmn info a fight, and one or both end up in (the hole) segregation
whers you spend 23 hours a day with onby 1 hour ot for 2 shower and exercize.

Each day begins at 5:45am when the cell doors open and ends at 11:30pm_ The
immates spend their days aither working a job, going to school, reading, watching
TV, playing games, exercising, talking on the phone or going oniside on the yard.
Through Mayland Comrmmity College the mmates are offered GEDVHSE, Com-
mercial Cleaning, Masonry Tile, Masonry Block, Carpeniry and Life Skills as
well a5 Geriaimics programs.

I hope this article has been a blessing to you and encourages you to pray for all
incarcerated men and women everywhere. I look forward o sharing more with
you in fomre amicles about this fulfilling mindsmy.

Dgn Sigfferd iz the pastor gf Ledger Baptizt Church. He is eiployved by Blue
Fidpe Prizon Ministry Board and serves as @ chaplain.

iller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711
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7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the tmost IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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Toe River Arts Fall Group
Show Winners Announced

By Eate Groff, Mktz/Prog Manager
Mirchall-Yancey County

The Toe Fiver Arts Council ended its month-longz resional

exhibition oo Saturday, Movember 4 at their Spmce Pine
Gallery, located at 268 Crak Avemme. This display festured
over B diverse works submitted by local Mitchell-Yancey
coumty artists and those from Asheville it Amy, Cary and
mto Tenmessee. Awards totaling 31,000 were determimed by “People’s Choice™
voies cast by bundreds of visitors during the fr-weeks.

This vear's wirmers are representad by tao-dimensional work First place went
o Tina Brumesti for het odl ink on metal, “Cosndian of the Memory.” Second place
was awarnded to Crystal Hurt for her watercolor, “The Birds and the Bess,” and
Anne Harkness took thind place with “Tmmersed in Mowvel Idess.” Bhea Ormomnd
and Eat Twczyn tGed for fourth place with “Emergence™
and “Ens,” works in earth pigments and oils respectively.

This was the first fime in recent history that Toe Biver
Arts hosted a regional People’s Choice exhibit. Dendse
Cook, Executive Diirector, said, “This exhibit reffected
the diversity in theme medinom, size, snd struciure and il-
huminsted the mallery with expressive color and creativity.
I wiounld like to thank all the artists who participated and
our visitors who selected these preat award recipients.

Tioe Biver Aris is & non-profit organization established
in 1976 to conmect the arts and the compuanity. It is sup-
parted by other crganizations, individuals, and tasinesses.
that understand the benefit of ars to a thriving region.
The zallety is open Toesdsy-Samrday, 1030 am to 5 pm.

For meore information, please visit the website, wamw.
foeriverarts.org or call E28-682-T215.

Tima Brunetit

Kate Grgff = the Programs Coordinator for the Toe River Ariz Coungl,

Shop Local For Your
Christmas Gifts

Merry Christmas
&' ‘J-fﬂg::py New Year!

FREE Guft Wrapmng ,
Gift Cerfificates Available WWH.EF ms}'creekcr'm‘hmg.mm

Grassy Creef
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday Friday 8:30-TFM | Closed Sunday
Wednesday Saturday £:30. 5:30 pm -G to Church

To Receive $ 50,000 Grant

Dr. Edward Bujold
Crranite Falls, North Caroiing

Dr. Edward Bujold of Granite Falls Famdily biedical Care
Center was recently swarded with a 550,000 zrant from the
Patient-Centered Cutcomes Fesearch Instiate (PCORT). The
fimding will provide techmical assistance and allow Bujold to
develop a community research team o work in conjunction
with academic research centers and perfonm commnnity based, patient centered
resesrch.

“This grant gives us the oppormnity fo bring the academic research conmrommity
to our own community™ =aid Dir. Bujold. “We will be ghle to mvolve patients in
our research endeavors mPehlh'lnﬂmgmMMEpauﬂnsmﬁnd:ﬂmmmm
ltmrmhulﬂ:anﬂﬂnhﬂ]ﬂiufmmmny

Dir. Bujold is available for appointments at his practice location m Granite Falls.
For more mformation, call (828) 3946-3168 or visit him online at nijoldmd com.

Dr. Edward Bujold Recognized for Diabetic Care

Granite Falls, Morth Carolina - Dr. Edward Bojold from Granite Falls Fam-
ity Medical Care Center has received three-year recognition from the Wational
Committes for Cuality Assurance (MCQAY Dhiabetes Eecognition Program from
August 15, 2017 to Angnst 15, 2020,

NOQA s Disbetes Becognition Program recognizes climeians who have met

The MCQA Disbetss Beacopnition Program is a wolontary effort to identify
clinicizms who provide diabetes care consistent with the comprehensive diahe-
(HEDIS®). Clinicians whe achieve DFP Becognition show their peers, patients
and others in the Diabetes conpmumity that they are part of an elite group that is
publicly recognized for its skill in providing the highest-level dizbetes care.

“For a person with diabetes, the nzht clinician can make the difference
between living with disbetes as opposed to suffering from diabetes,” said Marza-
ref E. O"Kane, President, Mational Commities for Quality Assurance. “By eaming
recopnition, Edward Bujold, MD has demonstraced that he provides effective,
evidence-hased care to hiz patents with disbetes.™

Dr. Bujold is awvailable for i at his practice locstion in Granite Falls.
For more mformation, call (B28) 3946-3188 or visit him cnline st bujoldmd com.

Edhward Byjold, WD Named “One of America § Best Family Doctors ™ by the
Conzumer Research Councll gf America, D Biyjold has been providing parsonal-
zed, leadime edee family medicing for more than 25 yvears. Dr: Byjold is Board
Cartified by the American Board of Family Medicine (ABFM) and iz an American
Academy gf Family Practice (A4FFP) Fellow 4 mamber gf the American dcademy
gf Family Practice National Research Network, Dr. Bijold has published several
raseqrch papers in iz feld He iz alve an active member of the dmerican Acad-
anty of Family Practice and the Nowth Canoling Acaderay qf Family Practice

WOODY TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE

TYour Complate Automorive Service = NC Inspection Starion

Your Cooper Tire Dealer

fﬂ; -_.HF:'ST "':.?_'.:.llﬁ-.'.-' r!ﬂr:l:r!-::i:;"lrfﬂm T .-;r,.ﬂr.;g.'- ?ﬂrﬁ"ﬂm
T o fﬂy}ﬁ: ) rt:,ﬁ-:ar"

Bemmch Mooy ek Won for Wforr DBnstiresi mﬂﬁ
.. BBs Overstock Liquidation

50-80%
OFF Retalll

New Stock E!.m-r],r Week « All First Quahty

225 West Main Street » Eurnsw]le NC 28714
828-337-7728
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Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem

By Pastor Eurt Bomar
Avery Coundy

Micab 522 rells ws thar the lirtle city just 5 nules onside
of Teruzalem would be the birthplace of the Messiah.

When the Wise Men spent upwards of a year travel-
ing to arrive in Ferpsalem mmd songht directions to this
place. the scribes identified it as the hirthplace. Thid you
ever stop and wonder why the religious leaders didn’t
zZo themselves? To them it was only 5 miles sway. They
knew the Scriphures bat that wasn't enough. It isn’t enough today.

My first point is this. We can easily be fike them. We know the Word. We know
what we shounld be doingz, but we stop there. We know the greatest commamnd-
ment . bt are we loving our neighbor as ourselves?

But anyway, the Wise Men got there and found Jesus. Becanse of thar event
the cify is a top destination spot for Christians around the world and hes been for
2,000 years. Wheat is the little town of Bethlehem like? Unforumately, it's not like
the words of the sonz

Thmﬂuckm;aemlsquam htﬂetnmhmdld}mmwﬂmtﬂeﬂﬂehamhs
made the top fve Lists of z 2 SCES
“the most disappointing
cities in the world”. They
Eo there expecting to see
something special but are
disillnsioned becanse it's
just another Middle East-
em town. They go mto
the church of the Matvity,
azsuming it will be mane-
some But as they walk in,
they see the church itself
divided into three sections (Catholic, BEastern and Fussian Orthodoor) bacause
these thres groups have been fighting for cennumies over who should control the
site. And there are objects hanging from the ceiling that look like Christmss fres
ormaments in a garage sale The scene is complete with hawkers foying to sell you
cheap souvenirs. With church groups fizhting and dusty relics hanging, no wondar
Bethlehem appears o be disappointing.

Buy wait, it's perfect! He was bom in a stable. I"ve been in them. They stnk.
There are cow pamies everywhere which means there are flies everywhere. Bur it
had m be 0.

This brings me to my second point. Fesns came to 3 real word as a real man to
belp real people. And Bethlehem mirrors reality today. This dirty little town is one
of the best-known places in the world for one reazson. . Jesns was there!

And so too, with vou mmd me Jesus comes into littls people like us--peopls who
are sonpewhat dusty and smelly and not at all that impressive—and he makes us
great, not because of who we are, but becanse of whose we are. We are His.

The disciples were 3 good pichare of this. They started out as a rag tag group
of n're-do-wells and in ope short generation they changed the whole world The
at them and noted that though they were unschooled, they had been with Jesus.

Jesus has a plan for all of us. We may look like Bethlehem We may be ignorant
like the disciples, but if we will spend time with Jesns there is no limit to what he
can do throngh us.

Di you want to have an impact on the world? Then don't just knew the Word,
spend sorme time with Jesus. Tt's all about him.

Merry Chrizstmasg

Eurt Bomar iz pastor qf Wainut Grove Chunch.

For unto us a child is born, unio us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his showlder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasang
Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

Christmas Fageant

By Wanda Harding
Fancay County

Begm your Christmas season with your eyves on the reason for the season!
"Tesus, Fing of Kings " the 17th Ammal West Bumsville Baptst Church Christ-
mas Pageant will be presented this year beginning Thursday, Movermber 30 at 7
EM Performances contimne Saturday at 7 PM and Sunday, December 3 at 3 PM
and 7 PM. The pagesnt inchides favprits Christmas carols and the story of Fesns
presented in drams and nmeic. Don't miss this oppormanity to be reminded of what
happened when Jesus came to earth as 3 man® Bessrvations for groups of six or
more maEy be made by calling the church office at 828-682-3000. Admission is
frea!

West Burnsville Bapfist Church is located ome mile west of the
Burnsville town sguare just off US 19E on West Burnsville

5 ud nk u Church REoad.
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Burke County Schools

Telemedicine Program Expands
To Include All Schools

By Cheryl Shuffier
Burke County

The Health-e-Schools telemedicine program in Burke
County Public Schools has expanded to inchade all school
camymzes, allowing a school marse on site and a ourse
practiioner off site to examine shudents with medical mepds.
The program started with six schools in 2015 and is offered
throngh Health-e-Schools, which is part of the Center for
Fursl Haalth Imvptration Fecent prawt tofaking $22 000 allowed for the expamsion with
the punchase of small mokile devices. The srants came from Bhie Cross Bhoe Shisld
of Maorth Caroling Foundation, the Commmmity Foundatdon of Burke and the Barke
Women's Fund

Bugke Coumty Public Schools Supenntendent Larmy
W are grateful to the Center for Fural Health Innovation
and Blue Cross Blue Shield the Comonmity Fonndation
of Burke and the Burke Women's Fund fior the opporimi-
ty to equip all of cur schools with telemedicine devices. It 55 = *‘_
has been a very soccessfial program in six of our schools
thus far, and we look foraard to contimned swecess a5 all
of our stodents. zs wall as staff can now bensfit from it
Students cam gef a diagnosis, 3 refermal if needad 2 pre-
scripion, if needed and, in most cases, stay in school and
zo back to being actively engaged in leamming. Mo one
has towait for an appointment of miss school amd work.™

Parents will soon receive am enmoliment form for basic
health and insnrance infonmstion on their child. When a child falls ill af school, mstead
of mom and dad having to gt off work and rake the stadent o a doctor’s office, the
schopd will comtact e parent and give them the option of having the school murse and a
murse practitioner examine the child via a secored video feed.

The examination tskes place in the school nurse’s office and 2 nurse practitoner
off site leads the exsmimstion. The tore work toeether o exesmnine the child amd record
basics such as height weizht and temperature. Tiny cameras on scopss allow the norse
practitioner to see over video feed what the school mirse can see in person, such &
mfected ears or red throats.

The mir=e and nurse practifoner bave the capabilities of westing for sirep and e fin.
and rashes,

While snadents with contagious illnesses are sent home, 85 percent of the stadents the
schoo] morse and purse practitioner see are nod contarious and can stry in school. The
program sends records to the smdent’s primary care physician to provide 8 coniimumm
of care and keep parents in the knop.

Altison Bell prosram director for Burke Connty Health-a-Schools, said the 10 new
devices purchased with the grant momey come from TyteCare and inclode 3 camera
stethnscope, omscope, tongue depressor and headphones,

Bugke Coumiy Public Schools has 13 school purses, six stationary telemedicins sites
and new 10 mobile devices to offer elemedicine m every school.

Chery! Shyffer is the Public Relations Offfcer for the Burke County Public School
Sysram.
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Burke United Christian Ministries

Community Support
By David Burlason
Burke County

As the Christmas holiday season approachkes, I want to
thank everyone in our community for assisting us im mak-
ing the Burke United Christizn Ministries 3 caring and
imviting place for our clients. It is an honor for our entire
staff to work with a compuanity that understands the mis-
sion of our minisiry is o be the hands and feet of Jesus
a5 we halp and support our clients and to give them a hand up from the obstacles
they face. In oy opinion, the most powerfil statement about the success of any
ministry is what we do for our clients every day and how we encourage them fo
be the hest person they can be.

Pemember, people watch what we do moach more than they listen to what we
say. Char actions speak volumes and it is incumbent upon us o model and display
the character of Christ in the world i which we live  If we want to make our
world a better place, we must start with one person af 3 fime.

Christmas is such a special tme for so many of ns, and BUCM is no exception.
Because of the penetosity of our .
supporters, we were ablae to pro-
vide Senior Santa bags to owver 200
of our precions senior szints. I
is a true blessing to provide these
wonderful seniors a little exira for
their Christmas.

Because of the work of mamy
of our elves, especially Tarri and
Lorie, Cringle's Christiss Corner
has opened in the BUCK Saved
for You Clothing Store filled with
beautiful, handmade crafis. If your home needs a little extra Christinas magic, be
suTe to come visit us unil Saturday, December 23.

Alsp for Christmas, BUCK will provide mero special events for our children,
Om Thursday, December 14, BUCM will be bosting apn evening with Santa in our
spup kitchen from 5 pm. to 7 pm. We will also have s Polar Express night on
Thursday, Diecember 21 from 5 pm. to & pm There will be 3 pancake bar, hot
chocolate, popoom and a showing of the Polar Express.

We want to thank the following gronps for doing feod drives for Burke United
Chrismian Minismies:

1. Liberiy Middle School

2. Liberty Bells

3. Freadom Anchor Chib (Power Puff Garme)

4. Megan Welty's Freedom High School Class

5. Mull Elementary

&. Hillcrest Elementary School

T. Morepanton Diay School

£. Owtward Bovmd

2. Food Fight {Swmmit Commmanity Church, ke Home Baptist Church Faith
Connomity Church and Morganton First Preshyterian)

10. Glory Land Baptist Church

11. Boy Scout Food Drive

12, Continental Teves

13. Morganton Children’s Dental Cenfer

14. Blue Fidze Healthcars System

15. Lowe's Mursey

It would be a true blessing to our clients for you to provide new
or zently used clothes and shoes, non-perishable food or other
necessities oo BUCM for disoibution over the holidays. We would
also encoursge vou to consider a monetary donation to support the
minismies of the Burke Unifed Christizn Bimistries. From a one-
time gift to legacy giving, anything is sppreciated.

T'wizh for each of you a very blessed Christmias season and oy
prayer is that you will have an opportunity to spend time with
friends and family. Thank you again for what vou mean fo our
ministry. All you do fior others is apprecizted.

Dvid Buriezon ir Director of Burke United Chriztian Minisiries
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Healing grpartunitiss and Purpose for Everyone
ildren and Families Every Step of the

members with the conemon vision of empowenng adolis amd

moeed We want fo tuild the capacity of the fanilies we senve to navigste difficalt
circumstances and access services that will belp them become healdyy. The HOPE for
families proup is made up of representatives from different apencies mmd services provid-
ers m Mrichell Comnty inchsdms: Children's Developments] Services (CDSA), Mitchell
mnsammmwmmﬂFm
Behavioral Health MMurhel] Covmty Health Department. Mitchell Conmty Schools,
Pasior, Blue Ridee Parmership for Children, TRRACES snd Mechell Vancey Healine
agences. HOPE for families has only been in existence for less than a year, and mamy
positive rpples are resulting from this comymnmity alliznce to belp children and fami-
Lies in Michell Covmiy: HOPE has developed a family frendly fioar char of services
available within Witchell Connty. The services are Listed in linear fashion from birth o
adulthood This fiowchart is being dismibuted and utlized within azencies and prosrams
o help the public realize what services are readily available to belp n tmes of need.
HOPE for famvilies has also had monthly guest speakers mchadimg Sdayiand Commnmity
Small Business. Padkway Fire Department, MAHEC, Tri-Coanty Prepnancy Center,
and Yancey Connty Alliance for Young Children These zuest spesker sessions semve io
work 35 3 team to ensure that we are whlizing county resouaces and fo identify gaps in
seTwices, 5o that we can work toward bridgings thesa gaps as ateam. Chr HOPE Miszion
SAfEmEnT;

“Empower families with conumunity suppos o srengten the farily wmit™ To sup-
port owt Mission statement, we have developed belief tullets o encompass o conaplete
Apemcy and Conmumiry Collsboration
Empower Parents
Provide life skill traiming oppormmites for adelescents (and aduls)

Aczzisrin ndldmz 3 Funetional Literscy Foundation for children
Strenstheping strursling fmiliss with Family Systems sporoach.
ahnese.

= Program Dievelopment to fill =aps in svailshie senqices.
wemeet. HOPE is mow working on 3 presentation'event by Dr. Fagan of MAHEC re-
garding COpidedd misnse and prevention. This is a key component in helping our children
and families to become heslihy and free from addicdon and e effects of addiction.
Along with this event at Bear Creek Baptist Church, HOPE wall be attaching a resouroeas
mfonmestion session n which resmaree material from all imeoheed apencies will be avail-
ahile to meanbers of the public. We are aluo working on a literacy project that would
greathy hemefit the children of Mitchell Conrty: Wemnnalijrwmgmmdmg
thee state with mfrmiation resandine presentins
literacy peads n Mitchell Coanty, so that we
will met the support and fonding that we need
1o lamech this Literscy project. We are already
looking forward o 2018 in which our bteracy
project will get off of the zround. We are also
schednline a poest speaker in Tamaary who will
present to the Froap regarding the process of .
establiching a socressfnl mentor program. We
have a strong sroup with years of experience in
Himan services. There are many aspects that
mtnma]-:emHDPngpmmed’

Timwergy Burleson DS, Ashiay Phil-
fips D55, Lisa Pittoan CDEA, Dan
Barron G4l Billy Pendigy IXES

Lgft acrazs front row: Wangy Ward
D54, Mamia Garcia TRACES, T
Jamy Engiizh FOCUS. Mizzsing from
the photo are; Alecandra Staven-
zom OC4C, Dale Buckanam Bear
Creek Bapiist, Katherine Savage
Hgfhar-Scont MC5, Jevemty Poars-
all ACAPE, Ror Pallick ACAPS,
Autumn Smyder HFA, Terezza Goss
CD5A, Tereza Emory FIN, Thanks

Emgmiu]lsmﬂhnﬂj' and the faith based
Connmmity to reach out to stmgglng children
and families a5 wall a5 halp to bring additionsl
SETWICES T0 our comammity. We have seen the
need the strugzgle, the heartache, snd hardship
that memy children and families aTe experienc-
If'you zre inferested m beconnng imvohved
resource team plesse comtact Lizs Pittman or
wmmmm.MEMMI mmwmhm
service that you would like i offer to the com-  photo session ar Mitchel] County
iy, we Wikl schednbs your presentation with D55
our HOPE for Families groap. O, i yon would
like to attend ;o HOPE zroup 1o leam abous resources available in e conummnity, we
will be happry to have vour arendance. Our HOPE for Families resource feam mests
once per month. We provide updates reganding services that each apency offers, as well
s puest speakers regarding new or additional services that we can niilize m the com-

TINTEY.,

Wandy works ar Children s Developmental Servicer Apancy. 5She sfudied at
(errdner-Webh and is a famding member of the HOPE Movament.

SILENT NIGHT

A Chnistmas Poem {a true story)
By Joyce (Joy) Harwood Baldwin

An old man toiled with rugged hands
Ip dig a diich that day
Unaware his heart would change

As he began io pray.

The children singing “Silent Night™
Their sweet sound filled the air
When it reached the old man’s ears
He histened with all care.

The words and music spoke fto him
That Jesus was a clild

The old man tired and weary

Began to weep with joy
“Thank you Father for thas child

Your precions baby boy.

Unal today I could not see
Nor did I understand
The boundless lave You had for me
Ere since the werld began.

Grod’s love unverled through song
This might has set me free
My heart rejoices now fo know
You gave your sen for me"

Jay 5 a resident of Madizon Coundy, where she now Ives with har huzband,
Danny Joe Baldwin, She is currently a mambar of MY Zion Baptizt church in
Marshall, NC. As a previows member, she calls Forks of hy Mizzionary Baptizt
Church m Feaveniile, “home mway from home ™. She & currently singing with the
Gospal Group "Jonah & Foice ™ out of Mars Hili, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-
g™ will soon be heard By many.

A Caring Partnerat Home

When Florence was unable to live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-clock caregiver. When
her medical needs became too much for one person to handle,
the compassienate team at (arePartoers Hospice ensured
that both Florence and Marcy s physical, secial and spiritual
needs were being met,

B\

( EamPaMers

HOSPICE & PALLIATWE CARE
MCDOWELL

Exceptional Care. Every Day.

(828) 659-7068
carepartners.org

.
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America's Epidemic: How Opioid
Addicts Find Help in the Church
From: Decision Magazine

By Sarsh Eekhoff Zylstra

Tim Qruizley had been sober for four years and was one
semester away from graduating from Bible college when
his stopped car was rear-ended by someone going 30 mph.

He ended up wiﬂlma:ﬁ.ﬁdaldjscs in his spine and a
prescription for opiate

“I was allowed to have ﬂghtpﬂlsachylfimnk them like the label instruced ™
he said “But in my mind if T took all eizht af one fime, but no more, T wasn't re-
ally abusing them ©

A mpmth after surpery, his prescription ran oot sand he quit nsing. But be fis]]
back into alcohol and drug sbuse and, three years later, came back o prescroption
opiates.

“Iy last year down in Florida, I was in the hospital three different times for
posmnoeniz related to miy substance abuse,” Cuigley said. “T was an IV dmgz user.
I had wsed dirty needies and had celhilitis [skin] infections. I almost lost my hand.
Iwas in three crisis stabilization units for suicide atmempts. One time I took so
omich medication that I was in a coma fior fiour days.™

Cruizley’s cousin found him a long-tenm rebab place in Morth Carolina, His
first night &t Freedom Farm Minisiries, a local pastor told the room. “A lot of you
Zays have had at ope time a relstonship with the Lord. You think, T've gotten so
far awsy from God, T don't knoer bow I conld ever pat back to Him. I need to tell
you—{rod hasn't gone amywhere. You just need fo repent.”

“I zaid the first honest prayer I've said in years,” Quigley said. He would go on
o graduate fom the program, then work his way up to execntive director. Today,
Cruizley works with abowt 100 sddicts 2 year.

“Ltmately, I can’t change anybody,” Quigley said.
the muth to them snd see God grab hold of their lives ™

Fresdom Farm is just one way that Christians are tackling the opioid crisis,
which killed 33,000 Americans in 2015 and almost 2 500 Canadians in 2014, In
2010, Americans—wio make up less than 5 percent of the world's population—
consumed 80 percent of the world's opicids and 99 percent of its hydrocodones
(zemi-synthetic opiates like Vicodin or Lortab). Canadians are the second highest
opioid nsers afier Americans.

This sunumer, President Donald Trump declared the opioid crisis a nationzal
EMETEENCY, 10 response o & commission report that said the coumiry was “en-
daring a death toll equal to Sept. 11th every three weeks.” Thanks fo opicids,
overdosing on dmgs is pow the most common canse of death for people younger
than 50.

Opiate Origins

Crpiates—mwhich include beroin, codeine and morphine—are dmgs made from
the opium poppy. When ingested, the chemicals amach to receptors in the brain,
blocking any siznals of pain and replacing them with enphoria.

Opioid Stafs in the 1.5,

= 12_5 million people misnsed prescription opioids.

= 2.1 million people misnsed prescription opioids for the first e,

= 2 million people had prescription opioid use disorder.

= 8280001 people used heroin.

= 135,000 people used hetoin for the first tne.

= 33,001 people died from overdosing on opioids.

Sources: 2015 Mational Survey on Drmug Use and Health (SAMHSAY, and
MMWE, 2014; §5 (50-51); 1445-1452 (CDC).

Using opiates to replace pain with pleasure has been around as long as the pop-
py—ancient Sumerians called it the “joy plant.™ It's been cansing mwouble almost
as long, including two major wars between England and China, the morphine ad-
diction of injured Civil War soldiers, and the irvention of 3 German dilution that
was supposed to be less addictive but tumed out to be heroin

Tiedy's epidemic was fueled by the development and agsressive marketing of
CryContin in the late 1990s. Opiate manufacturers such as Perdue Pharma which
manufactures OeyContin, assured doctors that modemn opiate pills weren't addic-
fve and conld be safely used for long periods of ime. And from 1900w 2015,
pain prescripiions quadnipled.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, most of those prescriptions have
been filled in towns and small cides inhabited Larzely by poor white residents,
many of whormn are unemployved or minsured.

“Fural Appalachia has lesz opportanity for econemic or social mobility,™
explaimed Covenant College psychology professor Kevin Eames. Cpal mining
“iz a dangerous, tedious, and labor-intensive job. Poverry tends to produce family
dysfunction which is passed down from peneration to peneration. 4 combing-
tion of hopelessness, emotional wounds and physical pain make substance abnse
highly likely.™

“Last sunumer, we had 2§ overdoses in four bours in Huntington, [West Vir-
ginia],” said Chris Priestley, who pastors a Church sbout three bours away, “They
ran out of ambulances.™

Cme family member of Morth Carolina pastor Doone Griggs became addicted
thronzh prescribed medication for pain; another began with marijuana and zradu-
ally amped up.

It puts i, “We are drowming in this, ™ he said “Everywhese I go, small towns
are being eaten np with this souff ™

Whether through charches or Christian recovery centers, many addicts have
found freedom from addiction through Jesns Christ
The Church’s Besponse

Mot every charch can whip up 3 recovery center, especially those small church-
es in rural areas where opicid abmse is most rampant.

“1 just contimie to present

“TWe have to recopnizs what we can and canmot do.” Priestley said He aims for
preventstive care by providing Gospal-centerad preaching. Biblical counssling
and solid pastoral care. His Crossooads Church parmers with other organizations

“Te want to connect people to care that is comprebensive, while also being
present and welcoming them to 3 pew Gospel community, so they can ope and
heal alongside those who love Jesus,™ he said “We've truly seen wansformation o
those scenarios.™
Tips on Overcoming Addichons

Conmmmities like the one Priestley is offering are a memendously effective
support for an addict’s recovery, Eames said Churches can also play a key role in
may send a person to opistss in the first place.

Griges calls out opiates from the pulpit, saying: “When we talk about our
town's brokenness, we put 2 name oa it. We talk about the pill addicton.™

That seems to encourage pecple to ask for help, he szid, though the shame is
deep and exma complex for those whose addictions grew out of legimmate doc-
tor's prescriptions.

“NWiy doctor said [ needed this™—TI bear that so omach,” Grizzgs said. “For a soc-
CEI motn fo 2o to the hospital and say, “T'm addicted to CayContin or heroin'—
there’s 8 stgma in our town. ... People really feel rapped.”

Crpinid addiction is both simply sin and also very messy. Its claws are espe-
cially long and sharp, and they often sink i throngh the innocence of 3 doctor’s

“T've zean a lot of pood people who lowe Jegus get hooked on this staff ™ Griggs
said. In addition, “a lot of people are taking their hopelessness to this mstead of
the cross. This has been prescrobed as a way to deal with pain and sadoess, be-
cause [ don't think the church has done a great job of explaming how the Gospel
encouniers ns in suffering apd mourning. The church has ahoost made i sound
like if you aren’t smiling all the thme, something is wrong with your Christanity.™
Bt the church also has the right answer Along with providing presence and sup-
port, it can point addicts to the only sohition for sin.

“Addicts are not inuoume from the hope of the Gospel” Priestley said “That's
predy important to remember, to stay grounded instead of gemng overwhelmed,
I'm called to preach the Gospel—that's not irelevant to my city’s crisis. That
ascmally applies. .. We have every reason—becanse of the cress and the resurmec-
tion—io have hope for the firture ™ ©2017 Sarah Eekhodf Zylsira

Abrndzed from an article that originally appeared on The Gosp=l Coalition web-
site. The full version is available st thegospelopalition org.

What Your Church Can Do

= Facilitate 2 workshop or dedicate a teaching time that foouwses on the opioid
crisis, led by someone from a substance sbuse organization.

= Join existing substance abuse coalitions, or help to start one

= Affirm the fact that reamment works, at freatment and afiercare are better
sustained when 3 person comes to faith in Christ and is suppored by a faith com-

= Incorporate substance sbuse issnes nfo prayer, Bible smdies and sermons.

* Encourape members of your congregation to question doctors when pain
medications are prescribed. Conld these drugs lead to dependenca?

* Edweate your congregation on the risks of keeping mnsed pain medication
and be sare your companity bas & collection center for nonsed dmgs.

Source: James E. Copple, SAT

Sarah Eekhoff Zylsira is zevior writer for The Gospel Cealifion and a contribut-
ing aditor af Christianiiy Thday.

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

www brenews. com
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For your many sides,
there’s

HOME BUSINESS LIFE POWERSPORTS

BURNSVILLE

(828)682-2325 Nationwide’
is on your side

SPRUCE PINE

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND ’ﬁ’\

(828)733-9500 I R E N T

MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE A

(866)346-4202 gassociates

. o ﬁarj ; ; =T, Lifd
Regina Hensley Renee Woody IIH:I':IB Hiddle Crystal Arnold Dena Ilensleyr Dmtjr Huhma-nn Emily Robinson Shelia IIEIIf.'r
Agent Agent Agent Agent Customer Commercial Commercial Agent
Service Agent Agent

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

Mot all Mationwide afiiated companies are mutual comparnies and not all Mabionwlse members are insured by a mutual company. Mationwide, the Mationwide M and Eagle Join
the Mation, Whats precious o you ks precious to us and We pul members

first because we dont have shareholders are service maris of Mationwide Mutual insurance Compary. & H17 Matlonwide Mutual Insurance Company. MPR-07 18402
(03T}
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Ask us about respite care for yourself or a loved one.
Pay for three weeks, and the fourth week is free.

Private Bath & Kitchenette
Phone/Cable Included

Physician Scheduling
with Transportation

Assisted Living at Its Best
170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754

Located Adjacent to Mars Hill University
Enjoy lectures, sporting events, and cultural activities

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

www.marshillretire.com

Call today to schedule a visit!
(828) 689-7970 l

in‘l'_FT i

ETTT T L G . B e
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