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A New Year
By Dioug Hamell

As we are looking at 3 Mew Year beginning it is important that we take a moment and reflect on the past, and plan for the fomre, but the most cotical part of oar
planning nesds to be the incorporation of God’s plans for our lives. [ want to share some scriptures that T value when looking toward the fomre, and hopefully they will
bless yon as they have blessed me.

“Truzt in the Lord with all thing hears, and lean nof unto thing own understmnding. In all ty wae acdknowledee him, and ke shall dimect tiyy paihs, ™
FProverbs 3-:5-0 EJT

“But thay thar wait upen the Lord shall remew their strength; thay shall mount up with wings as eggles; they shall run, and nor be weary,; and they shall walk, and not
Samt. ™
Lratak 40:31 LIV

“dnd wa Enow that all things work rogather for pood to them thar fove God, to them who ane the called according to b purpaze ™
Romans 5:28 KTV

“Evary good gift aned every perfect gift iz from above, and comeih down from the Father gf lightz, with whomr &3 ne vwriallenass, neithar shadow gf furmng. ”
James [:17 EIF

“FMwe conyfess our sins, he o gl and just fo foreive ws our sins, and e cleanse us from all unrighieousness.
I Jokm I:90 EJF

Fhen thon pazrest through the waters, Twill be with thee; and through the rivers, thay thall not overfiow thee when thon walkes! through the fire, thou shalr not ba
burned; netther shall the Rame bindle upon thee ™
Looiah 43:1 IV

If we will face the new year with these scriptares in our hearts and oo our minds, 2018 will be awesome, regardiess of the wins or losses we face, the viciories or
struggles. Plan your NEW YEAR with a WEW YOAT that is willing to let the Lord direct your path and through His grace I sm sure that it will be a blessed and fmitfial
Fear
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David Pope, MD

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Serving athletes of all kinds, outdoor enthusiasts
and weekend warriors in Mitchell County.

(828) 766-3555

At MISSION ORTHOPEDICS, our team of experienced

specialists in orthopedic and surgical care work together to
provide patient-centered, collaborative care for patients of
western North Carolina and beyond.

We offer the latest procedures, techniques and treatments in
comprehensive care for a wide variety of orthopedic needs,
including elbow, hand, hip, knee, joint, shoulder and sports-
related injuries, including concussion.

/A gsﬁﬁﬁvcipﬁmc =
W ASSOCIATES « MISSION

AN AFFILIATE OF MIssioN HEALTH ORTHGPE DICS
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Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

AUTOMOBILES - Dealers First Baptist Sprace Fime (3) EVENTS Wospice of Rutherfordion (12)  REHABILITATION/NURSING
Buchanan Yo, (37 Grasy ek Bapet (1) Bily Grabam (24 bopic ofoncy (15)  Bram Comr ()
John Greene Chrysler {T) Great Hope Tth day Adventist (5)  Freedom Like (31)
Mike Brown (11) Horizen (4) Morganion Bapéist Church (43) HOUSING RESTAURANTS
AUTOMOBILES - Tires Pime Branch Baptit (5) FARM SUPPLIES Bamtam Chef (12)
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Brethren (4) Andrews & Andrews (1§) Western Sizziin (5)

AUTOMOBILES - Service Plusitree Presbyterian (4) FURKITURE Eben Insurance (17)
Joha's Awtemotive (33) Roan Mi. Missienary (5) Buck Saove (10) Forteer Insurance (30) RETAIL

Sprace Pime United Methodist (4) L8 Furnitere (39) Hiller lnsurance Group [41) BE's Dwerstack (44)
BEEF St Lucian Cathelic (5) Peoples Femiture (33) Mitchell Co, Farm Bureau (34)  Grassy Creek Clothing (42)
Harrell Rill Farm (26) The Bridge (4) Ration Wide / Trent (23)

West Burnsile Baptist 5) HABITAT RETIREMENT
BOOK STORE Yancey/Mtchell Mabitat (8) PAWM SHOP Mars Hill Retirement (41)
Mtapass Baptinn (1) COLLEGE Carclina Home (are {13) The Prescription Pad (18) Blwe Kidge, Inc (25)
Bakersville United Methedist (5) MicDowell Tech (17) Mission Health (1, 2)
Banner Bl United Methodint (4) Pruit Health Care (47) PLUMEING/HEATING TREE SERVICE
Bear Creek Baptist (4) CPA Barleson Plumbing Heating (5)  Ray's Tree Service (43)
Berry Chapel Bapuist () |amie Miller (%) HOSPICE
Burkemost Baptist (5) CareParmers Hospice & Palliatie  REALTORS
Burnwnlle Tth day Advestist {4) DENTIST Care/Ncllowell. (30) Whitsom Realty (10)
Faith Fellowship (1) Scott Murphy (17) Hespice and Palliative Care of the
First Advent Christian (4) Blue Ridge, Inc (27}
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Church Directory
" Altapass Bapfist | The Bridge Church Ch
Church Pine Branch Berry Chapel
3631 Alpase Hary Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
Spruce 48 Church Road 207 Pincbridge Avenue 280 Chapel 51
|mm.nui Spruce Pina, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬂﬁw
wanw altapassbaptisichurch.ong F'I'lml (28] Tas-8101 www.bridgewnc, org vewi.bamychapeibaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Banfield www.pinebranchbaptist.net
. Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams
Worehip -11:00am Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School 8:45 AM
Sunday Evening - T:00pm Wadnesday Service 7.00PM Worship Sarvice 11:00 AM
Sunday Youth Program - 7:00pm | | Sunday School + 9:45-10:40am Church Offics M-F Sunday Evening Care Meal/
Mﬂi.ﬁ.“ B-11) Worship Servica + 10:45am h‘%‘wm Mimistry - 530 PM
rl'hmm_ﬂ;i 2-18) Sunday Evening + 6:30pm Cur passion |5 1o heip connact the Bosy of wmww
Ghrist in this area in onder ko see s Fe
" Christ-Cantared, A Blble-bedleving Felowship o Giod Tasiorm owr communty, state, Whaere Evarybody is Somebody
Bibie Bafiaving Church™ Lml'irgmml.ﬂﬂlipﬂﬂph natice and word] {See John 17:31) And Jasus Christ s Londl
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton Grine
Methodist Church Sl el b Seventh-day g 1y ke Bl
. e 211 Lanox Rowd Adventist Church L
11080 Hwy. 226 South b s, i e 1717 Harrell Hill Road
Spruce Pina, NC 28777 S H:!-T-ﬂr;!m 2187 Jamantunnmﬁuad Baksrsvills. NC
et et sabinh it Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-6212 (828)-458-1947
BPE-TRE-T4485 Associats Pastor Javier Pastor Rick Mercer p . John Bmith
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
ks e i Sunday Sehaol 10:00A11 Bltia Sty 630 oo Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wad: Youth Mesl 5:30PM - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship - 11:00 am
Chair Wednasday - 7:00pm Adult Bit b S D0PM ssopw|  |Veaetarian Buffat after church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy ‘m Baptist Banner Elk Bakersville United
P00 S g e 755 OMNE 238 iy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
e or, Sprute Pine, NC 458 Collage Dx. 118 8. Mitchel Avenus
828-437-1212 B28-765-4520 Bamner Bk, N Bakersvile, NC 28705
WA,
Pastors: Senior Pastor e : {05 LD gt idnieio
Timathy Fortune & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday School - 10:00 am Rev. Ge
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM Wednasday- Contamposary Servios - 340 am ne Lanier
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokars (young adults) 7:00pm| AA Opan Stap Meeling - Mon, 7 pm Morning Worship 10:00 AM
#wnwmm melﬂ 7-00pm WMMWM
i Thiraugi Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! may know Christ® Engish Classes - Tues. & Thars. § - 9pm Come grow with us”™
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Ll Baptist Church Baptist Church Baptist Church
B2B-TES-E01E Bakersville, NC 28705 Burngville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
weww plumimschench.com bearcreakbaptist. '
by W, com (828)-682-3800 B28-437-2357
wm.m Reverend Bruce Cannon Pastor: Terry Long mew
Saray Ectend 45 am Sunday School 9:45 AM Sunday School: 8:45 a.m, www.burkemontbaptist.org
Worship Barios 1110-am r e
Tamady Trurschay sessings, Worship Servica 10:45 AM Moming Sorvica: 10:50 a.m.
Lnﬁ::nmmummmn Dh:?m £:00 PM Evening Senvice: E:l!l pam. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
crnpeE by Evening Worship 6:45 PM Yot and Taamic: 6:00 pm 8:30am - Early Worshi
o 816 onck rck chocmmem bt | eme | | Wodnesday Warship 7:30 PM e W o bt posolry 8:45am - Sunday School
et e oo ks g el ud—rod it
iuﬂ-unm’-mm "For God =0 loved the word, he anfmw 11:00am - Worship
= e gave his only Son..” physical needs of oar church and oommunky. 6:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summit Siroed Sprice Pine, NC 28777 2907d US Hwy 70 E (82816759284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mwmmﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gitlesp
Fmp;ﬂﬂ“w 1-00- mh 5:50 and +1:00 am S S 100 Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabhath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ’;‘ﬁ&“"
Knowing God, Sasing God, Serving it Prociaim - 7:00pm % ind he delighisth in his way™
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. This vizible and effective advertizing iz specially priced at this f.lﬂpﬂffﬂ}rf outreach E"ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Sharing the Gospel

in Oslo, Norway
By Franklin Grakam

Dwear Friend,
“Truth is fexible™—that's the brightly Lir mes-
sage gbove a popular pedesirian bridge in the heart
of Oslo, the capiral city of Morway. The bridge is
just blocks from the Meorwegian Parliament and a short stroll from the arens where

I preached the (Gospel at an evangelistic Cmsade in mid-November

A pedestrian bridge m the heart of Oslo, Morway, kas a red sign proclamming
that “Trath is fedble.”

Worway is & besutiful, friendly, and prosperous country, but that sign is an illas-
irztion of bow far Morwezian culmre has drifred from its long snd rich Christan
heritage. Mearly 9 out of 10 MNorwegians are members of a charch, just as their
parents and srandparents have been for generations. But today not even 1 in 10
acmally moes fo chuarch. As secularizim has taken root and spread, many in Mor-
Way—as in our own country—Wbelieve that muth is what you want it to be or what
feels npht to vou Vet when we take gur last breath on earth, that thinking won't
stand. Each of us steps info eternity in one of coly two places—Heaven or Hell.

T shorw us the
only e way to
salvation and eter-
nzl lifs. the Bible
points directdy fo
“the mesrage of
fruth, the pospel ™
(Ephesians 1:13,
HASE) and tells us
ﬂ'mtﬂu“w.rﬁ :.sm

53id., "I'am the
way, and the truth,
and the [jfe; no ong .
comes o the Father bur through Me™ (Tohn 14:6). That's the most important truth
amyone £an bear, and it is what T weat to Osbo o preach.

“This has been very revealing to me,” one woman n Oslo said after goimg
forward Sunday night during the imvitation. She explained that she remembered
making 4 spirimal commitment yesrs ago but kad pot been going to church or liv-
ing for Christ. Instead she had setiled comfortably mto the culture of materiakizm
and apathy all around her

She told a prayer connselor that God spoke to her beart throngh what she called
“Frapklin’s short, straightforward” message on sin and zrace. She realized she
needed to repent and turn sway from sin asking Jesus Christ to forgive her and
change her fromn the mside. “T feel like 3 new person.™ she said afterarard. “T really
needed thiz tonight ™ Bow she wants to realien ber life to foms on the things that
really matter.

The Bible says, "God has given us efemal Ijfe, and this 1jfe is in His Son. He
wha has the Som haz Ijfe; he who does not have the Son of God does rot have
iife™ (1 Jobn 5:11-12, WETV). I thank God for domg 3 mighty work in the hearrs
of many of those who heard His tmth in Oslo, and I thank Him for all those who
responded by ziving their hearts and lives in repentance and faith to the Savior
Tesus Christ To Him be the gloTy.

Az we look back o the Chrisimas season remember that the reason we
celebrate is becanse God sent His Son to earth on a rescue mission The zrear
wionder of Christruas is that “Cheirt Jesur came into the world fo save simners ™ (1
Tty 1:15).

Crod wants lost people found and rescued before it is too late. We are not meant
io be merely spectators in this. It is an wgent mission, and we must take care not
o neglect our part in the task. That is why I have just preached in Morway and
why the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) proclaims the life-chang-
ing Gospel of Jesus Christ at every oppornity in every place possible.

Crur hearts are broken over the unthinkahle church massacre in Sutherlsmd
Springs, Texas. We immediately sent crisis-rained chaplains fom our Billy Gra-
ham Rapid Fesponse Team to offer spirimal support in aoy way they could. The
chiaplains’ mimistry is very personal—shey comfort and care for individuals and
families i the Mame of Christ, one at a tne, listening (o peepla’s stories, praving
with them and sharing God's love. During their time m Texas, chaplaing prayed
with more than 1000 peopls afferted by the mass murder.

Billy Graham Fapid Response Team chaplains ministered to the people of
Sutherland Sprimgs, Texas, following the charch massacre there.

Although our chaplam teams can't end the pain or answer all the guestions, we
are thankful for the specizl opporunity to bring the love and hope of Jesns Christ
into shattered lives and a grieving comomnity. People need to know that He is
present and working throwgh both the suffering mmd the bealing. And when God
cTeates the rght moment with someone whoe does not know Christ, the chaplams
are always ready to share the Troth that brings lasting conifort and hope.

Asz pur naton and the world seem to grow more tronbled and chaotic by the day,

the Baby born in Bethlebem is the only answer that will last. He is the One who

died on the cross for us and rose agzin congquering death and rescning s for eter-
nal life Tt is throngh Him and Him alone, that we receive God's gift of forgive-

ness and salvation.

For so many todsy who suffer under the threat of confiict or acts of terror, Fesns
is the Prnce of Peace. For people dealing with doubts and disconragement, Jesus
is the Wondarful Coumsalor. For those stating death in the face, Jesns is the Besur-
rection and the Life. For those who lack strenzth to face difficult challenges, Jesus
is Mighiy God.

Im 2318 we will be
preaching in cides along
our nation's West Coast
o penetrate the “hiee
wall.” Polificians refer to
California and the Pacific
Morthwest as the “blue
wall" because itiz a
sironehold of liberal poli-
tics, but I'm falking abont
the deep-rooted secnlar-

in 3 people there mday
balieve that Biblical valses—or any religions values, fior that matter—should be
the nltimate poide for our lves. We want to penetraie this region for Chrst. We'll
hold prayer rallies and share the Gospel in 17 cites. Pray with us 25 we plan this
strategic tour to pierce the blne wall—not for politics, ot for the Gospal and the
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We also plan BGEA evanzelistic Crusades in over a dozen other cities in Morth
America, Latin America, Ausmalia, Asia, and Burope. To do all this, we sratefully
rely on your prayers and your gifts.

A New Video
Series Answering
The Questions
All Homeowners
Want Answered

O

' Friday Mornings at §:0LARK
’ an Facebook Live

B26-7h5-4042
uilgganplumbing com:

BN AN ""I"'J

ﬂﬁrﬂl T LTy il L EJ

SIZZL1T

O TER UTHER

Happy New Year!

« ZROWH 70 BR “FLANRTIST 10 LOOE IR THE JUI0RS .
+LRARIRANY FAR A ROALD AND DELIMISNE PLATER .
South Hwy 226

828.765.9151 | ,, JrricePnetc
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The Mystery of the Incarnation
By Billy Graham

Whexn you read the record of the coming of Fesus info
the world—bom in a stable, bom of 8 womnan reared in
the wondshop of a poor Jewish carpenter—you could not
grasp the truth that He was the God-man if the Scophares
didn’t reveal it.

Thiz great niystery of the incarmation is the cree and the
core of the Christian message. It is the mystery over which
the ratmionalists shonble by which the bumanists are offended, and by which the
waorld is bewildered

The natural mind is not equipped to grasp this tmath that anscends o
wisdom. Panl—afier reasoning with the Gresks, who majored in knowledge, and
with the Flomans, who majored in justice—said, “Without confroversy greal is the
nqvstary qf podiiness: God was mamifested in the fesh, jusigfed i the Spirt. seen
by angels, preached among the Crentiler, believed on in the world, recened up in
glory™ (1 Timothy 3:16).

I would hke you fo consider with me three facts reparding the incamation
“{Christ’s coming in the flesh—His invading the world, His identifying Himealf
with smfinl men and women—is the maost sigmificant fact of histony.™

First, the incarnation is 3 Scriptural fact. The recuming themes of the Bible is
the incamation of Jesus Christ. The prophets wrote of it, the psalmists zangz of it,
the apostles rejoiced and tnailt their hopes on it and the epistles are filled with it.
Christ's coming in the flesh—His imvading the world, His identifying Himself
with sinfnl men and women—is the most significant fact of history. All of human-
ity’s puny acts, accomplishments aod attamonents pale e nothingness when
compared to it

Isaiah szid “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call
His namee Fmmamuel™ (Isaiah 7:14). Bven the Savior's enirance nfo the world was
mysterions, transcendent, beyond the grasp of the natural person. But as God, in
the person of Jesus Christ, walked and talked with people, they wers conscious
of the fact that God had manifestsd Himself in the fissh. Hearts that had been
repellad by empty forme of religion ran to Him as starving men and women to a
feast.

The distant heavens and the remote earth, the elusive God and the wayward
bumnan, were bronght into procimdty to each other. The fact muns throughout the
whole Bible: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself not immpuing
thair Tespasses fo tem, and has commitied o us the wornd of reconciliation™ (2
Cornthisns 5:19). “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth
His Som, borm of & womsn, born umder the law™ (Galatians 4:4). Argin, the Bible
zays, “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himrelf and became
obedient to the point gf death, even the death gf' the cross ™' (Philippians 2:8).
And we read in John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among uws, and we

beheld His glory, the glory az af the only bepotten gf the Father, full af grace and
frurh. " And in Philippians 2:7, “Brt [Chris] made Himsell of no reputation, fak-
g the form af a bondservant, and coming i the likenes: gf man. ™

Wen and women were incapable of coming to God, s0 God I love and mercy
came dowm to earth to interact with bumans. The creature could not come up to
God, s0 the Creator condescended to come down to redesm His creation. Wonder
of wonders! God incamate! God clothed i a laman body in the person of JTesus
Christ. The Soiptures umite in one voice to declare this.

But He did not come just fo be identified with lnomans—shat would inflate
our pride all the more. He came not only for identification, but for reconcilia-
ton. “Crod was i Cheist reconciiimg the world fo Himse{f™ (2 Corinthians 5:19).
"Who being the brighinesz gf His glory and the exprass image of Hiz person, and
upholding all thimgs by the word gf Hiz power, when He had by Himzelf pureed
QT Sins, Sat down at the right hand of the Mgiesiy on high ™ (Hebrews 1:3). We
exclaim with the sonz writer, “Amazing love! How can it be that Thon, my God,
shouldst die for me™

Second, the incarnation is @ historical fact. Christianity has its roots in the desp,
firm =z0dl of history. The docmme of the Incamaton means thar God came right
down amidst the din and confusion of this world. It means that God was capable
of participating in our pain, our suffering our conflicts and our sorroas. Tt proves
to us that His lowe was not just a vague theory sung in ancient sonnets or pro-
claimied by shepherd mopstics of the back conntry, but that it was real vibrant and
realizable.

His mcarnatior—His being bom in lnuman flesh—aas for the record. He came
to the world, once and for all, that we might forever know that He has an absorb-
ingz interest in the way we live, the way we believe and the way we die. He came
to demonstrate tous that God and mankind belong together. He came to mankind
to mend the zap and fll the gulf that separated the creanare from his Creator,

Every mowve He made, every miracke He performed, every word He spoke, was
for the purpose of reconciling a lost world 1o a loving, compassionate God. “Cood
was in Christ. reconciling the world o Himself™

The historical fact of the incamation is thet at a specific ime and at & specific
place, God imvaded the world with His presence in boman form.

I'was walking near my home. and T Inoked down snd saw an anthill that had
just been crushed. T saor that the carefilly planned home was mined and that sex-
eral ants had been killed and many had been injured. As I watched them writhing
in agony and confusion, T wished for a momwent that I were an ant. I wanted to be
one of them so I could explain that T wanted to belp thern and tell thero that I was
spary for the disaster. But T had no way of commumicanmg with them, so I went on
Doy Way.

Eni when God looked domm and =sw the world devastated by sin, He did not
o away! “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begoten Son, that

conrtimiad on page 33

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Car Ins.

*» VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC
Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Karen McDowell @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
* Call us for Reservation Program

Phone: (828) 765-7312

Fax: (828) 765-7295

wwrw bicnews.com
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Yancey County Hospice

“A New Beginning”
By Jacob Willis
Tancay Cowumty

If I knew back then what I know now, then life
would be different I don't know how many times T
hawe heard this said. It could refer to missed opporm-
nifies, missed fortumes, missed relanonchips. miszad
education, or missed spiritual blessings. The state-
ment refers to buyer’'s remorse. A friend of mine in
Hizh School bought his first pew tuck, a Chevrolet. It
was shiny and new with all the bells and whistes. He
drowe the vehicle for about 3 month and then it began to leak, and then it began
io pour water dowm the seat beli mnto his lap. The dealership mied repeatedly to
fior it, bt could never find where the leak was comming from.  Chevrolet wouldn't
stand behind the vehicle. 50 be suwed them under the lemon law. He had some
nyer’s remorse for sure.  Sometimes we can fesl that way abont our lives. We
can fesl that we went after the thing that glittered and shone, only to find out it
was a2 lemon tous. Mew Years is sbout new bepinnings. It is 3 time when we take
imventory of what is behind  and look with great expectation to what iz shead.

Looking at what is behind can be uplifiing, or it can be discouraging. It is prob-
ably a litite bit of both. Even more distressing is the expectation society puts on
ns fior success. Due to social media and other outlets, it can sesm that our every
move 15 scrutinized. The added pressure can lead to depression, suicide, addic-
fiom, of other serions mental health issues. It may seem that you have done many
things right this past year, but the few mistakes vou have made cutweizh all the
zood you've done. Viewing life this way leads te slippery slopes and desmmuctive
behavior patterms. Grod has a
omch different way to view
hife. Fesns zmid “Come fo ™ - 1H-
me ail that labor and are @ .-@f,~ '
heagvy laden, and Dwill ghve I i
you mest. " Fesus gives rest ;i -
from weighty expectations, || = o LAy SRel il
unrealistic views of our- 1
selves, and others’ opinions.

Jesus forgives us of our sms .’-
and forgets our sims, Helbrews
8:12. If he can forgive and
forget, so we should forgive ourselves. Panl sums it up Like this in Philippisns
3:13, “forgetting wiat iz behind wr, and precsing on to wiat & ahead for us. ™

it 15 behind ns God has forgiven ns, so move foraard. As we begin 3 New Year,
wheat is it that vou need to forgive and forpet so that yvou can move on? Maybe
you need to forgive yourself mayhe vou need to forgive someone else, or mayhe
you just need to forget it? Whatever it is that God is calling you to do, you can't
da it with a weight ted around your neck. Doa’t buy the lemom of unforgivensss,
by the message of the grace and mercy of God, and live in 2018°

Alze, we need o look ahead We need o ask God to ceate in us His supreme
deszires. It is really important to understand that a Mew Beminning starts with a
heart ransplant. Isaiah 43:19 says, "Beheld, Jwill do a new thing mow it shall
spring forth,; shall ye not eow 17 T will even make g way in the wilderness, and
rivers in the desert’”. Maoy of us celebrate Chrisomas and Easter, two symbols
of God's sbility to do the mpossible, ot attempt to live Life as if God can’t or iz
unwilling to do the miracnlons in our owmn lives. God is willing and shle to bring
shout champe of heart and mind m the Mew YVear God wants you to forget all that
stuff that is behind, and believe in all the zood he has for you in the firlure. Your
past is forgiven, your present is secure, and your future is bright, when you choosze
o follow Jesns. When we put our faith in the promizses of Almighty God, then
we can be sure He is going to respond with 3 mitacle. He specializes in taking
the mumdane and ordinary, and homing them e nuracatons Spint Bemgs. John
316 says, “For God so loved the world thar ke gave his only begonten Son, that
whozoever helieves on Him should have everlazing [jfe. " When yvou ask Christ m
come info your heant and life dirough the power of the Spirt, he makes you a New
Creation.

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Thergfore [Famy man be in Christ, he s a new crea-
fure: old things are passed away; behold all things are become naw: " The New
Year is about a new opportanity to be transformesd by the power of God, to forget
those mistakes and sing, and to move, by faith n the direction God has for your
life. "When yvon confess your sins; “Lord Jesus, [ have sinned against you, I have
done wrong”; when you repent of your sins; “Lord Jesus, I don't want to be this
way anymore”, and when yon ask him to save yon, “Lord Jesus, forgive me and
save me”, you become a child of the living God. When you become a child of
God, you made in all the lemons for what is real and substantial. Azy God bless,
and Happy Mew Year

Jacob Willis is an erdained pastor and Bereavement Coordinator for Yancey
Couniy Hospice. Tou may contact kim af jacolwi@hospiceqfancey.org.

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celetnate Recovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

STFrRT SOMETHING NEW

MNEW 2018 Jeep Cherokes
Lafifude 4x4
S Spesd Automaiic, Aluminurm Wheels,

PariView Rear Backup Camera, Jesp acie
Dirive with Salec-Termrain

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC

1-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. » Morganton, NC 28655

www. johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337
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“You"
By Jody Griffin
Miichell and Avery Coungy

Then Jesns said to them agsim “4r wy Fatier hath
Sant me, @ven so send I o " (Joho 20:21, ETV)

Heay “¥om™! Yes, “You™!

“Yom'"” come from all walks of life, in a varety
of colors, shapes and sizes. *“You™ brng the gifis of
knowledge, skill and compassion. “You" are the critical
mmgredient that transforms a prison from a place of con-
mainment to a place of opportonity and chanze! “Yon™
are vohmteers and “You™ are prowviding for the incarcer-
gted a troe service! From my perspective as a chaplam_ ““Yon™ are tmaky heroes!
Every week, [ see men snd women entering the sates who have come to offer
their ime and fheir enerzy to provide for those who long for someone to encor-
age and equip them for a new and betier life.

“You'"” semve in a varety of ways! Some are religions voluntesrs who provida
relimions education and spittteal nspiration. Others are non-religious, ot provide
a contribution that enxhances the joumey through the prison system that belps the
immiate see the besuty of life through edwcation, art, music, and more. Soome of
“¥om™ serve on the Conmonanity Fesource Council as a lizison between the mstim-
tion and the broader comnmnity. Others of “You™ serve as vohmbeers with AAS
BA. At AMCT, *“You™ are about 80 sirong in mamber! And “Yoo™ make an incred-
ible differenca!

I hawe been part of the everyday life in comectional ministry for some time and
I can assure you that withowt vohmtsers who are willing to come inside the walls,
the person who walks owut of the prison at the end of their sentence would be nmch
less equipped to resnter
society n 3 healthy way.

] Granted, not everyone is
cut owut fior such. Buot there
are some, perhaps even
some reading this article,
who are being called to
join with others who have
been sent bere. Am I talk-
g showt “You"?

That's for “Yon™ to
decide. But one thing I
can tell ““You™ for sure.
“You" will receive mach
more than “You™ bring
when “You” come from
the “ontzide’ and serve
those who are ‘inside’. A
coworker of mine who is
responsible for recruiting/
work “You" do here said
it best.

“Tolontears offer the
mmmate the most authentic connection to the ontsids world. They literally are able
o provide the gemune gift of human conpection to nmates who stmzzle to feel
conmected o amything. ™

That's why I am writing these words. I am writing this to say Thank “You™ ...
for all that “You™ do and all that “You™ will do. I can personally testfy thar “You™
are having an impact oo mens’ lives.

The beginning of a new year offers evervone the opporiumity to becone a DEw
“Wom". This opportunity will siretch “You" mmd belp “You" become more of the
person “You™ have been created to be.

5o, ooy shouat “You™T If reading this helps “Von™ feel led to respond to the call
of the Sender. feel free to let me know. I can help get “You™ connected to the right
people who will assist “You™ in becoming ons of the sent ones,

Happy Mew Year! And Happy Mew “Youn™!!!

Jody Griffin is pastor gf Central Bapfizt Church in Spruce Ping and Commumidy
Funded Chapim af Aver-Mirchell Correctional nrtifufion

HABITAT RESTORE

Mitchell & Yancey County

* Doors
 Wincdows

- Appliances

* Housewares
* Furniture

« Bath Fixtures

jping Othery
Iq"h'l Money “"H‘ N

(828) 766-9000

F1¥ Habitat for Humanity" HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9:00-5:00

ReStore .54

By Barhara Harrell

As the Wew Year is approaching I fnd nry mind wandering
all over the page. Looking back to the year just passed, I am
excited by some wonderfnl wins in the dmg hattle, at sall
sp much to do. 5o many to be rescued. And where do we go
from here? What does 2018 held for this uphill battle. We
will keep moving ahead with anything God puis in front of ns.
We keep at what we have been doing and kook for Him to open
doors for other possibilines! This year we will confinme to
explore the issnes and hopefully bring some wonderful stories
to you of success. We want to forns on the positive things happening becanse this
gives us all hope. If vou have a success story, please share with us.

This year we aleo hope to highlight the plizht of children, —
many of whom are going bungry. Much of this is cansed by
this same drg culire that we ae hving in today. We will
be highlighting programs from chorches and organizations
that are frying to make 3 dent in the problem. This month
we have inchided a story about an afterschool program that
is making some headway in helping first and second graders
improve their reading skills. Also, in this issue we look ata
backpack minisiory that helps feed children on the weekends.
If you or yvour organization 1s doing something to help these
chﬂﬁmlﬂushmmﬂmwﬂshm&ﬁcmeﬂmﬂishmng
what you are doing conld help to pet a -
program started that could help even mors R
children We are certainly not in comipeti- .ﬂ
tion because there are too many children
who need help.
to nin &nd play and hang upside down in
the old spple tree, where their world is
safe and inmocemnt.

How many are seeing their world from
eves that are no longer innocent and cer-
tzinly not safe How many need food, love
and hups. Can we help provids
spme of these things for them.

We also want to focus on
the elderly and their plight
today’s world These precicuis
spuls seem 1o be the forgotten
ones. 5o many of them lay in
the bed or sit i a char with
oo stimnlation, oo one 1o Care
Ciould we wisit, or take a group
o wisit, or take an amimal to
visit. What could we do to help,
because in a few years, there go all of us.

The answer for all of this is God. Teaching His precepts and retumming to His
fold.

Bni, how do we do this without giving out the holier- than- thon stimde? Too
many of us want to help, but not get our hands dirty. We month platinades, but
don't put our ams around that dinty person or problem.

Help us share the zood news by sharing your stories of the successes, so maybe
we can have more successes in 2018 than we had i 2017,

We will contimae to cover as much positve news as we can. Our goal has al-
ways been to “share the good news™.

"How beautjful upon the mountams are the feet of him that bringeth good tid-
ingz, that publisheth peace: that Bringeth good fidings of good, that pubiizheth
salveation: that zaith unie Ziow. Thy (od reigneth! saiah 52:7

Happy Mew Year.

Barbara Harrell, loving mother, prandmother and great-grandmother. Part ovwmer
Biue Ridpe Chriztian News.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You fo

Celebrnate Recovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ
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Life Lessons

Through the Eyes of a Child
By Dioug Harrall

Here if is, the day afier Christmas. In last month's
Life Lezsomns, I talked about the Christmases of long
3o, back m the mid 1940°s, when T was a child and
the memories | had from then, This moming I was
reflecting on Christmas 2017, and how the prospective
has chanzed over the years. The eves of a child versus
the eves of a mid-seventy-year-old sreat grandfather.
Yestarday we were fornmate to have a pranddsughter,
ber hushand and four of her sons with us Christmas morning We also had moy
ninety-three-year-old mother with ns, so we were blessed on both sides, but ohb the
differenre.

The day before Chnstmas, Sunday this vear, I stayed bome with mother whila
Barbara went to chnrch. We cannot both lesave unless we have sommeone to sty
with mother Char charch, Bear Creek Baptist Chuarch, has the service sireaming
oa Facebook so I ook my phone into meother’s room and sat down oo the bed with
her and we watched the service together It was the Christmas Cantata and it was
beanfifiul. Aswe were watch-
ing., mother asked me to scramch
ber back several imes, and we
langhed shout onr backs always
itrhing. We were discussing the
npcoming Christmas day and it
was kind of sad. Hnﬂlu'made

I]i[}'h:ﬂ!]:ﬂl‘l!]ja.hﬂﬂl'm'ﬂ I miss
all my friends and family that
are gone. [ am constantly asking
Grod why e wants to keep me
hete so long, and [ am resdy o 2o
on bomes. This was not a meorbid disonssion, at just kind of matter of fact, and 1
nndersipod where she was coming from.  She mentioned the fact that she missed
AD, my dad, and that it just was not the same anymors.

The eyes and nunds of the young in most cases have not experienced the loss of
loved ones, and the foturs iz still all
shead of the them, and therefore the
magical moments that Christmas
can brong are maly amazing The
challenze fior ns older folks is o be
constantly reminded that we are,
and should be, celebrating the birth
of our Lord and Sawvior, not justa
present and Santa Clans day. Ifwe
are believers, we still have reason
fo celebrate, ﬂ'&nmﬂlmmuﬂ.nr_'r "
bank of losses, bt these are really
minds need to encompass the fact
that we are hera bt for a short mme,
and then we move on o etemity, where we will be rennited with those of faith
that have gone oo before. It is important that we see the season through the eyes
of the children, bt it is even mare important for us o teach and frain the children
about the tree meaning of Christmas. Barbara has always done a great job with
this by doing a birthday cake for Tesus that the children and grandchildren were
imvolved in decorating, and then we wonld light the candles and sing happy birth-
day mo Jesus, This was sccompanied with reading the Christmas Story from Luke,
clhiapier two.

A the seazoms of life changs and they do for ll of s, give ns wisdom to em-
brace the prasent, bt the foresight to plan for the fatare, and this means preparing
those that come behingd to face those same challenges as they gat older Day we
always keep in mind that our number one responsibility in life is to prepare others
o accept our Lord and Savior, Fesns Christ, and this is most impartant for our
immediate family. The only tme gift, and tue legacy we leave, is the gift of grace
throuzh faith and belief i Jesus Christ

Proverbs 22:6 Train wp a child in the way ke showld go; and when be iz old, he
will mat forger it
Doug Harrell iz a ijfe-long rexident of Mitchell Coungy, Owner gf Harrell Hill

Farmz, Inc, a member gf Bear Creek Baprizt Church and Publisher of the Blue
Ridee Christian News.

Linville/Pisgah United Methodist

Food Insecure Children

By Rev. Ted Henry
Avery County

Nine hundred plus (900) children in Avery County,
under the age of eighteen are food nsecure!

That is what I was told some six years ago when I
amived o serve a church appointment in Avery County.
Food insequre? What does that mean snd whatever it
means how in the world could there be nine lnindred
kids in Axvery Coumty seemingly affiicted by it7T

The statsoc is shocking for certain; yet even to this day [ meet people who
bhave no idea the massive munber of children in Avery County who have no idea
when or where their neoct meal might come from! Wet, I can't tell you how many
times I hear something like, ‘Pastor Ted, thers is no way. We have RAWM Feading
Awery Families, the Senior Center, and mayhe one or two other programs offering
food!® Yes, we do have all those wonderful programs in the connty and there is
still meed.

I believe what most people either don't understand or misunderstand is that
each program can only offer families three to four days of food. So, there is
always a gap, especizlly in the winter mvonths and in the sumymer, when school is
out, and kids don't have access to redaced or fres lonches.

The Avery County MMissiomal Network (ACKN), after muach praver, research,
and discemment officially laumched in Movember of 2013, The goal was to work
closaly with the School System to identify st risk children and provide additional
food for the weekends during the school vear. The ministry began serving one
school with sn awerage of twenty (20 backpacks of food each week_

Today, with the assistance of folks from a vamety of local churches and denomnd-
nations, srants from ontside the coumty, several silent financial parmers, support
of the Avery County School system several Axvery High School groups, smdents
from Lees-McBae College, as well as many local law enforcement professionals,
the ACKMN can fll the weekend gap and provide nutritious food to humdreds |:|t'
children in the ten schools n the county every
week of the school year! In addition, the minis-
iry is also able to provide food for the Summer
School program as well as the 4-H sunomer
WOW program.

The reality is teachers already have their
hands full in kesping the aftention of kids today,
they need all the help they can zet. A child who
has eaten breakfact is always mors receptive to
leam than one who has 3 prowling stomach bea-
canse they haven't eaten most of the weekend!

The desire of the ACKN is o provide L
enoigh food for the weekends so children come to school with a foll stomach and
we ¢an onky do that with continued support throngh prayer, financially, and physi-
cally!

Imagine what it would be like to have more children coming o scheol on Moo-
day moming ready to focus on their studies and school work instead of the pangs
of mnger. The cutcome nlimately could be children writh higher test scores,
higher prades. lower dropont rates. smd hopefully more children sdequately edu-
cated for the job market and for ready for colleze.

The ACKMN iz sn ernmenical ministry that operates under the suspices of the
501{C)3 of Linville Undted bethodist Chumch i Limville, BC. Pleass 1ift the
program and the children of Avery County in your prayers!

Rev Tod Henry is the pastor gf LimdllePisgal United Mathodist Church, a Cam-
puis Paztor for Common Grownd ar Lees McRae College, the program direcior for
Food For dvery Children, az well a5 a Board member of the Hosgmitaiiy Houze of
Boone.

1136 Greenwood Road 2301 Rutherford
Spruce Fine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phone: 828,765 4400 phone: B2B.652.6T7T

fax: 828.652.67565
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New Morning
A New Year's Poem

By Jovce “Joy™ Harwood Baldwin

D_‘I_I] [I || @ @ i I love @ brand wew morming
When the Lord makes all things new

e S,
A Skies seem lovely, clear amd blue.

"F. — s Az o, n I'marvel af creation
llee Braken “hat Gets Results i imonam.
Then say a prayer o God above
, ; Lord make my heart all clean.
HOMES = FARMS
As calm as the mewesi morming

LAKEFRONT » LOTS I Dol it Bisesia s
TACREAGE » COMMERCIAL He views me from His window
f Asx §f the firsi fime ever seemn.

The windy of time have possed away
New Ife’s beauty o nnjfold
The sweetest smile on a baby's faoce
Arnd peace in the eyes af the old.

ur Awesome od creates the day
With a welcome new beginning

He longs to make onr Rhearts as pure

And fresh as a brand new morming

EQUAL HOWENG
QFPOATUNITY

South of 1-40 |
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |

Marion, NC 28752 | _ _
r g ) s, & = . ident of Madizon Coun here oh 'y dth ker kushand,
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1989 Realtor of the Year ﬂ;‘;"ﬁm;“ﬁ m;"mt%: mm;?m“;fﬂ:’;ﬂmtmm

Marshall, NC. Az a previous member, she calls Forks qf Iy Missionary Baptist
. Church in Weameerville, “home away from home . She ir currensly ingimg with

fhe Gospel Group “Jonah t Feice” out gf Marz Hill, NC. Her latest song " Home-
wwwr, WhilzsonBealiv.com | denniswad WhitsonRealtycom coming ~ will soon be heard By marm.

0 Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stop’by our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure

to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has : :
weather proot polywood turniture, customizable tire pits, and our m— ‘-pr «‘I
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and “'i
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g
work. Du: address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
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Sacrifice
By Pastor Ed Conser
Ymegy Cowmdy

Greatings! Happy New Year!! Last week I read sn article
shout an earthquake that startled villagers living on a Tapamesa
seashore over one bundred yesrs ago. They were acoustomed
o eanthquakes and would soon settle back into their normal
activities. Oine day, afier another earthquake hit, shove the
village on 2 high plain, an old fanmer was watching from
his bonse. He looked out to the sea, and =aw a wall of water approaching. His oae
thouzht was to wam the people in the villaze. He called his grandson, "Bring me a
torch Mdake hasie!" In the felds behind him lay bis grest gop of nce. Piled in stacks
ready for market, it was worth a forme. This elderhy mem booried oot with his tonch,
m a moment the dry stalks were blazns Then the biz bell rang i the villame balow:
Fire! Everyons i the village came! They came to fry fo save the crops of their neigh-
bor. As they reached the plain the alderly man shouted st the fop of bis voice, "Loak!
He pointed at the sea. At the edze of the horizon they s a long, lean dim line. Ths
line was the sea, nsing like a hizh wall and coming swifily towaard them. Then came
& shock, heavier them thonder The
zreat swell of water simack the shore,
sent 3 stmdder throngh the hills, and
destroved the village It strack againg |
and agzin, and yet azam; then it
repumed o is place. On e plain no
words were spoken. Then the alderly
man spoke, saying gently, "That is
winy I zet fire to the rice ™ While
his action did not make sense o the B
wlagaramﬁEQmHnEMDEunmlmﬂﬂymmmHhsﬂmﬁte
saved 400 Hves.

Onver two thowesand years ago on ancther hillside, snother man made & sacrfice that
saved conmtless bives. The Bible says, "Jfesus syffred deat®, so that by the groce of
o He might taste death for everyome ™ (Heb. 2:9). Jesus tasted what everyone must
taste - death. Jesus died for everyone, for vou and me. But why? Jesus died so that
we might live. As He looked at the tidal wave of our sin, from the cross, He willingly
experienced the tormures of death, so that we mizht know the splendor of life. Letme
ask you a guestion? Has anyone ever sacmficed for you? Parents, friends. employess,
employers, teschers, relatives, neighbors, mmd maybe many athers.

The sacrifice of Tesus did for us what we conld not do ourselves. "{mod made Hom
wite e o sin fo Be 2in for ws, soothat we sight become the righteonsmess gf God"”
(2 Cor 15:21). The resulr of sin is that it separates us from God. God madis Tesns 2
sin pffering on our behalf Fesus not only fook our place, He took our sin. Fesus had
to bear the weight and burden of sin slone in order for salvation o be complete. He
died alone i order to =ave us. He ddentified Himself with us o make it possible for
ns to be forgiven and accepied by God. "The curtain qf the tevplie was form i e
Jrom fop to boitom " (Mark. 15:38). The veil was fom o symbolize that the death of
Jesms had opened the way of access to Him for every person. (Heb. 4: 15, 16). Fesus
made the way for us to come to Him and a5 our heawvenly High Priest, He applies the
benefits of the cross.

What Christ has done for you and me. rerwinds me of the famer on the plam who
torched his rice crop so that the villazers were saved. Jesus is the Son of Man who
died so that we might Ive. As we contemplate what Tesus has done for ns, 25 well 25
what He is domz for v= today; may the impact of His ssonfice and His High Priest
ministry m heaven challenge us to honestly evaluste our relstionship with Him. And
25 we begin this New Year, may it be with 2 new resolve to be faithful fo Jesus; He
who zave His all. May His examiple inspire us to give our 2ll, to leve Him and bive for
Him. Lef every parpose we formn, every work in which we engage. and every pleasure
we enjoy, be fo the glory of our Lord. As we await his glorions appearing, may the
lanzusge of our hearts be: Jam thine, & Lord, o live for Tow, fo work fbr T, and 1o
zacrifice for You!

Ed Couzer iz the pastor for the Burmnille and Erwin Hills Sevanth-day Adventist
Chnrches. : he zevved cineches in Orrario (Comada), New Tork, Eewmucky
ard Nawrth Caroling. He alzo is a refired Chapilain, Lisdenay Colone, having spent
29 yvaars in the US Air Force. Partor Couzer, and his wife gf 15 years, Carol have fur
adiit chitdren: Melissa, Eqyles, Meagn and Drew.  He enjoys sharing the love gff
Jesus avd encouraEing othaers to prapare for Hiz toon ner.

.Lnul: t-u.JE!;us inthe New Yearl

By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke Couniy

Cne time I read a story about a mother who
had lost two young soms, a 3- year old boy and
a 16-month old bsby boy. Both had drowned in
8 backyard swimming pool. And after 3 difficul:
pericd of prief she manazed to refocns ber vision,
She began looking ar Jesus intently.

She realized her life was worth living if God
conld use ber in some way. She sumendared her
life into His hands, placing her complete trust in Him.  She began to experience
a0 intense desite to Zet closer to God, to walk with Him each dayv. She found thar
this even made her fesl closer to ber two lost sons.

She ooce said, “Mow I lnmger and thirst after God becanse of my love for Him.
I knvowy what it mesns to depend on Him faolly. to seek Him with nry whols heart,
to love Him from my innermoest being. I know how it feels. . when God tonches
your soul and comforts you. I know hewr it feels to rest n1y head on His bosom ™

This woman looked intently at Jesus in her darkest hor.

Hoar can we look to Fesus in 2018 amidst our fmances, wayward children de-
pression relationchip struggles and the other naltiple challenzes that we encoun-
ter in this journey called life? When we s=e Fesns in Scripnure it brings spinimal
witality to our whole being. In the (rospels Jesus heals the sick, pmlttplies the
bread, raises the dead, forgives sim, delivers demoniacs, and calms storms. He
brings healing, happiness, and hope.
He overcomes disaster, demons and
death. He defeats sommow, suffering
and sickness. He wiumphs owver sin
and Satan. His miracles reveal His
power. His parables reveal the teach-
ing of His kingdom_ His sermons

His life reweals God's love for the
spiritually bankmept. It shows the
redeeming quality of His grace. Hs
seeks. He saves. He forgives. He
transforms. He makes hearts new.
How wonderful is that?!

As we look nnto Jesus, God will
fulfll His marvelous promise in 2
Cornthiaws 3:18: “But we all, with
wnveiled foce, beholding as in a mir-
ror the glory of the Lord, are baing
rrangformed into the rame image from
glory ta glory, just as by the Spirit
gf the Lowd. ™ True, lasting character
change comes as the Spirit of God
impresses upon our minds the life changing principles we are smdying in Scrip-
ture. In the book Pamiarchs and Prophets we are teld that “It is a law of the mind
that it gradually adapts itself o the subjects upon which it is rained to dwell ™ As
the old bymn states: “Look upon Jesus, sinkess is He; Father, impute His life unto
me. My life of scarlet, my sin and woe, cover with His life, whiter than spom,”
Looking unto Jesus, we are changed. Letws look daily o Him in 20138, becoming
more and more Like the lovely Jesus we admire so much

As we lpok unto Jesus, the suthor and finisher of our faith who for the joy that
was set befors Him endured the cross, despising the shame and has sat down st
the right hand of the throns of God (Heb.12:2) then we can be assured that he will
fnlfill the desires of our heart

We pray that God will surprise vou with His bounaful love this upooming year!
Look to Jesus. . it is our only hope.

Rick Mercer is the pastor gf the Morganfon Sevenif-day Adventist Church at
2187 Jamestown Road, Morganian. Thay can be reached ar §70-820-3542 ar
jmercerddds. net. Chack out waw morganionsda.org. Thair passion is to shave
th Tove of Jezus wirk all who will fstan.

° == Em s o o R Em Em Em Ew E

OIL CHANGE
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; SPEND AND SAVE! y
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For Your Convenience
Service & Parts
Open: Mon-Fri. Bam-5:30pm
Saturdays Bam-2pm
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mikebrownsubaru.com

* HAPPY NEW YEAR
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BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You fo

Celebrare Zecaverny

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

OPEN ENROLLMENT
Medicare: Oct. 15- Dec. 7
ACA Individual Plans: Nov. 1 - Dec. 15

We Do The Work So
Sou Can Be At Ease!

Amy Ellis

@ Marsha Letterman
Rhonda Robinson

EbenConcepts Benefit Consultants

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

(B28) T65-3499

(866) 514-3236 fax
afelisi@ebenconcepts com |
138 Highland Ave. | |
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 i gk

d o —

Specializing in Medicare and ACA Enroliment Plans

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043

www.hospiceofrutherford.org
828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE
SN

Rutherford

The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford County, North Carolina,

strives 10 provide state-of-the-art,

compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting. From 18 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clack care, to
elegant living areas for visits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a ‘home away from hame’,

Inherited Capital
By Dr. Mark Creech

In the Gospel of Luke_ Fesns told a parsble shout a son
who took the mheritance bequeathed to him snd wasted
it on “‘riotons living™ umnt] he became destmte. When he
realized the foolish way he had scied, be retumed o his
father in hopes of being received as a simple sesvant, but
instead, the father restored him royally. Bamy call it the
parable of the Prodigal Som.

Mot long ago, I foumd a copy of an old devotional written
in 1942 by the Episcopal Church based on the story of the Prodizal Son. Its head-
The devotional shared a story abont 2 man and his wife who said to a clergy-
man, “We both pradusted from college, agpostics. We don't 2o to church We have
two children seven and mine years of age. We have mied to teach them Christian
ideals of right and wrong. Somehow, we have failed. And we have bepon to real-
ize that we camnot by ourselves and withowt belief in God, pass on to the children
what we inherited from oar church and our church-goins homes. Will yon give s

some books fo read that we may regain our faith ™

The devotonal then went on to make the point. “The Prodizal Son had used up
his material wealth: this couple their spiritual Omnly a refaum fo the Father could
replenish it. Have we not besn living on inherited capital in every phase of our
Life? This inherited capital may last through the second generation bat not through
the third. Christian standards of rzht and wrong lose their soength and dynamic
without convictons of God and Christ. Let us return o our Father.™

Interestingly. we are now coming o the end of thres penerations since that
devotonal was wriften And it’s sbumdantly clear that the inherited capital of our
Christian cultore has been extravagantly wasted and iz now i fremendous depls-
fom.

Ome of my favaorite books is by the anthors, the late Dr. D Tames Kenmedy and
Jerry Mewcombe, titled, What if Tesus Had Mever Been Born? The book orefins-
ably demonsirates the unprec edented impact for good that Christianity has had on

Here are a few highlisht: from the bool:

Adost of the world's greatest universities were started by Christians for Chris-
ftan puorposes. Literacy and education for the masses, capitalism and free enter-
prise, Repressntative government, the separation of poelitcal powers, civil libar-
ies. modern science the abolition of slavery, the elevation of the convmon man
the elewvation of women 3 higher secrual ethic that has protected the luman race,
& high regard for hunnan life, kigher standards of justice. the grestest works of art
and pmsic, and countless lives changed from Llishilittes to assets. have their roots
firmly in the fch soil of the Christian relizion.

“The religton of Jesus Christ has done more to elevate moral standards than
any other force in history,” wrote Kemnedy and Mewcombe. This same Christ who
chanzes the soul has also chanzed the whole world for the better.

Bt the anthors also noted the way that many in the West now reject Christ and
the clear teachings of God's Word. “We have created a morals-free, valnes-free
society, and pow we are reaping the whirhwind. All of the scandals we've seen
n America — in gow-
ermment. . .even in the
Chuarch — are simply the
pimples on the surface I want You
that are arisimg foom
the moral comuption
within," they wrote.

The late B.C. Sproul
spoke of this same prob-
lem in 2 sermon titled,
The Parable of the Mns-
tard Seed. Sproul said-

“You look af our own
culture and it seems a5
if the clmarch is in decline. You look at Western BEurope and you read that in most
of the counfries m Western Europs the aftendance in church on Sundsy moming
iz shout 2 percent. The great cathedrals have bacome. in the words of the skep-
fics, mansolenms of 3 God who iz desd. And the historjans say of our own nation,
that now we live in the post-Chrisian era, where if Christanity is not dead, &t
is at least rendered irmelevant. The federal gpovernment of the Uhnited States has
o mean the separation of the state and God. The things of God are banished from
the public square, from the schools, from the halls of Congress, from the courts,
unless or untl there is a natonal catasrophe like 911, and then all of a sudden the
chuoches are revisited for a linle while untl all the panic subsides.”

Yes, we've been living on inherited capital for a long e, but we've wasted
and neglected what was passed down to us to the place that today we're spirin-
ally destitwte — spirimally hankmpt If we don't change our direction if we don't
chianze our ways, the incredible pood that we have enjoyed and sadly taken for
granted won't be there anymaore for our children.

Every MNew Year provides us with a new sfart — a new chapter to be written.
Isn't it dme that we came o our senses like the Prodigal Son? Isn't it thme for
you o tuon from your sins and surrender completely to Fesus Christ? Isa't it ime
o get you and your family imto & strong Christ-centered church that respects the
suthority of the Holy Scripiures? Isn't it time 0 retorm o the Father?

If we're sincere in our repentance, be will restore us royally.

Reverend D Mark Creech is Executive Director af the NC Chrizfian Action
League. Fou may contact him af rev.markoreschigichristianactionleague org or
S18-7ET-0506

yfacl
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The Book (Continued)
By Lana Ellis
Kingzpors, Temnassee

From the now exposed bare floor beneath the wee I re-
mmieved an unopened gift. It was wrapped in what appsarad
fo be ancient parchment paper and fied simply with browm
taine. With membling hands I untied the string and gently
peeled away the fragile paper Inside was a book and with
the book was a note, “Te You, from Martin.™

Opening the book I read the first line, “In the beginnmg God created the heav-
ens and the earth.” Flipping ahead I contimeed to read. God crested man in His
own image. . .male and fermale He creatad them . The Lord God said to the woman,
“What is this that you have done™ Then I read about the Passover and the sacr-
fice of the umblemmished lamb. Several pages later [ read that an angel of the Lord
said, “Today in the city of David there has been born 8 Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.” The Book I was holding in myy baman hands was not just words on paper
bt rather the Bible words inspired by none-pther than most Holy God.

The Mdartin I referred to m my fictional story abowve was MMartin Luther, borm
1484 in Eisleben Germany October 2017 marked the 500th snwiversary of his
postng of the Nmety-five Theses on the door of the Castle Chuoch m Wittenbers,
Germany. That was the begimming of the Protestant Feformation and the revival
of the written Word of God which had basically bean lost for several cenmries.
'H}ungtupm&hﬂnmh}’mufﬂmﬂui}’mmmhprm@dmhm

impossibility for Lother Mo amoumt of confession of sins even o the extent of
becoming a monk and obtaining the position of priest satsfed his craving for
perfection. That is unfil the day be had access to the Boaok.

It's hard to believe, but the Bikle was not required reading for momks. Onby
during a short e a5 2 Movice Mook while in his 20°s did Luther have access
to the Bible. After becoming 3 monk. one was not sllowed to have a Bible bot
Lunther, having tasted the Word, made good nse of the copy in the monastery
library during hiz privates time  His life would never be the came a5 e laamed
that salvatnion is not by works, but by faith alone. Mo longer able fo tolerate his
writings and sermons, the Holy Foman Church and Pope Leo X excomomnicatad
Lather in 1521.

Cme of the things that Luther purseed from that tme foreard was to make the
Bible awailable in the lanmnage of “the common people.” The original Scriptures
were handwritten on keather or parchment scrolls, Cd Testament in Hebrew and
Mew Testament i Aramaic and Gresk. They remained thar way for cne bumdred
years after Christ, before they were compiled info book form. In AT 405 Saint
Terome translated the Bible into Latn for the Holy Foman Church; however, it lay
dormant for nearly a thonsand years, bazically iznored by the Foman Church and
was certainty unknown by the conumon man.

In 1523 Luther ranslated the Bible mto the German languaze and for the first
fme “the conrmon peopls”™ in the Holy Foman Empire could read the inspirsd
words of God for themselves. John Wiycliffe, in the 1380°, was the first o
ranslate it into the MMiddle English language of Chaucer. In 1611 Eing James of
Engzland had it translated into what was the common English language of his thme,
Shakespearean English. The MNew American Standard Version, ranslated from the
orizinal Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, is said to be one of the most acoarate literal
ranslations in onr modern day English.

The Bible is now the most printed book ever and is available all over the world
in various languages. At the same tme it's the most ignored book by many, even
some who confess to be Christians. In the past, men have dared to take 2 stand
for the Bible, putting their lives af risk some killed and some bumed alive at the
stake. TWe mmst never take for granted how blessad we are to have such easy ac-
cess o the written Word of Guod.

Five hundred years ago Martin Luother in his search for the truth discovered the
armier of (od and the “Sword of the Spirit”. It was then that be took 2 conrageous
stand and wrote these powerful words, “A simple layman amed with Scopture is
io be believed above a pope or a conncil without it.”

A Thank Yoo Mote:
Tanuary 2018
Dwear Marting

Thank you for the Book. Though simply wrapped, the contents are priceless —
Grod's Word, The Bible, ranslated into the lanmage of “the compumon people.™
P5: My thanks also to English translators. Your German Translation was Greek to
me!

No lonpger lying dormant The Book Continnes ..

Lana Ellis rexides in Kingzpori TN, nexs door fo pramdchildren.  Church is Wast
Colonial Hills Baptist Chunch,
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Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

CAROLINA HOME CARE

SPECIALIST, INC

Excallenca in Parsonalized Care
Medicaid Coversd Services Other Services
= In-Home Care for Children & Adulis = Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
= AP Choice = W& Homemaker Sarvice
- Pediatric Murse Aids = Companion/Sitter
- Respite
Ow In-Home Aides are suparvised by a registered nurse
who s avallable during all hours warked by the alde,

Phone {S?SI 765-4343 » [‘sﬁh] T765-4340
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GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“A Litele Our OF The Way, But ALOT Less to Pay”

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

+ &=

Jonsere

Saws

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58: frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith?5@frontier.com

Ye are of God, hitle chuldren, and have overcome thew:
becanse greater 1s he that 15 in you, than he that 15 1 the

world I John 4:4
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Live the Word and Be Blessed
By Preacher Chris Rarbbone
Mitchell County

When it comes to access to the Word of God, yon and l
I are extremely blessed. There are virually anlimited ra-
sonarces that we can tap info when it comes to the stdy of
the Bible. Paul instructed a young preacher named Timo-
thy to Sty o shew thyself approved unie God, a work-
mn it peadeth not fo be azhamed, rightly dniding the
word gf ruth " (2 Timothy 2:15). Though the Holy Spirit .
is our teacher when it comes to the Word of God, we are mstructed to be sindents
of the Word. Cur smdy is of the wimost importance to help us be grounded in the
Bibla. One of the preatest weapons against lies and false teaching is to know the
math. By knowing the truth of what the Bible teaches, one will easily recognize a
lie Though I do realize that many of us may not necessarily agree on certain inger-
pretations we may hold of the scriptares, there are ruamy things that we can agres
on: the suthority of Grod's word, JTesus being the only way of sahation, the virgin
birth of Christ, the deity of Christ the Resarrection of Chrise, the Second Comimg
of Christ, etc. These are just a few of what I call essentizls that the Bible teaches
that we as Christians ¢an agree on. These “essentials” are things that I personally
cannot and will not compromise.

Tz belp us understand these imporant teachings m the Bible, we have oomer-
ons resources to belp us. We have wonderful preachers, teachers, books, com-
mentaries, lessons, stdies of the original lanFuages, Bible Colleges, seminary
schools, etc. God has used great Christians in the past to smdy the Bible, write,
and pass wonderfil teachings along to fumre generatons. When it comes o
equipping ourselves m the stody of God's Word, we have no exouse, at least i
our country, anyway. Many Christizn's mepmess in the Word simply comes from
being tno lary to spend tme stedying

Mot only is the Word of God to be studied. but it is zlso for us to apply. What
I meam by "apply" is that God's word is to be lived out in our everyday lives.
Studying and applyving God's word go hand in hand if we wonld reap the blass-
ings of God's word. A professor of mine when I amended Fruitland Bapiist Bible
Institute used to say this: "When we chose to not spply the Word of God to our
liwes, it's like staring at a bottle of medicine, never taking it, and wondeting why
we'Te not getting better!™

Cme of the most outstanding portions of scripre on applying God's Word o
our lives comes from the book of James Chapter 1:22-25 But be ye doers gff the
word, and not hearers only, decening your own sehves. For [fany be a hearer of
the wond, and not a doer, he iz ke unto a man beholding kis natural foce in a
glazs: For he beholdeth himre]f and goeth his way, and straiphneay formatieth
wital mammer af man e was. Brt whoso looketh into the pevfect law af libergy, and
aing not a forseffl hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be Messed i
hiz deed. Tames uses the illustration of somweone leoking at themssalves in a mir-
roT, seeing all that needs to be changed walking away, and forgetting sbout what
they saw. Most all of us have mimors in oar house. We stand in front of those mir-
roTs, 50 We can see what we ook like We'll comb our hair, wash our face, shave,
straighten our shirts and ties, efc. These mirrors are wsed o show us what we acin-
ally look like so we

EWRE?ES .-__-l"} [ ] -
mnn Are ‘f:l{;h{t:irﬂ H‘é:'r The}v{:fs;
apply the word, '
are like somepns

who lpoks in the

OiTTor, sees their
hair all meszed up
and walks away
without combing
it! Those who onky
hear but never do,
never gef to experience the blessing of walkmp n God's Word.

Grod has allowed e to be invoelved in Christian minigtry for around 25 years,
almast eightesn of those a5 3 preacher and pastor. I be the first to admit that
I'm still lesmning. There have been times where I studied like I should and times
I didn't. Ome thing is for sure, my Savior has brought me a long way from where
I started. He has tsught me that the real blessing of this Christan life is being a
"doer of the Word". There bave been times that I've experienced the blessing of
walking in His Word and times that I've experienced the conssguences of not
walking i His Word. Creer these many years I've encountered people who can
quote more scripmre than me. but their life is in constant shambles. They bear,
study, and even memorize the Word of God, but for whatewver reazon, refuse to
apply it. They have the medicine but refuse to take it. They have the lizht buot
won't rm it on. They have the bread but neglect to eat. All the while, they keep
struzzling and strozaling in their lives and can't seem to realize the answer to their
problems has already been given to them- be a doer of e Word!

Staming & new year always makes us think of new beginnings. Perhaps for our
health, for our relationships, our careers, efc. If there is one resolnton that we a1l
need to make it is that we would be doers of the Word and not just bearers only.
There is & quite 3 difference between knowing the Word and living the Word. May
Crod help us o live the Word and be blessed!

Preacher Chris Rathbone serves as Pazior af Mine Creek Baprist Church,

www. bremews . com
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The Rest of the Story
Doug Harrell

I monast admit that I kad forgotten this event umtl rereading this Funny Farm
from the annals of 2013 when Clint first wrote it. As I read vivid memories of
this flopded my mind and again I langhed uniil I kad to wipe away the fears from
my eves. Less that two weeks ago I drove up to the very place on the mountain
that Clint was referring to and cut lorast firewond. In remembering the day Climt
described, I smll can hear the moanng of the engime. and the screaming of the
tires, of that old Feep truck that Clint was driving I truly thought be wonld blow
the enging before I could pet back down the moantain 2-300 yards to where e
was stuck. After petting him back on up the mountain ke describes throwing the
blocks of wood down toward the mmck snd be by did ledge himself in the forks
of that old tree. I mied not to laugh and did tom away, 50 bhe could oot see me. T
loved that man!! Lifs was never dull when Clint was aroumd. My Dad, A D Har-
rell, used to abways say that the hills rang with his laughter, and that was moe, his
and that of those around him Happy Mew Year to all of Farmer Clint’s fans.

Diear friends,

I lowe driving in our mountains this time of year The
columns of white smoke rising from so many chimmeys
bring back so meny memaries of my own birthplace. There
is something about a fireplace that warms my very sounl. I
can almost feel the cozimess of famdly in vour bomes, as if
to say, “all is well here ™

Yo may find it hard to believe bat I would guess that
most Americans either have never expenienced, or have
long since forgotten the wonderful scent of 8 wood-nming
stove or fireplace. I, for one, kost that memory for decades
as I mowed from MNashville to Durham; Durham to Tanpa;;
Tampa to Mew Vork; BMew York to Diallas; Dallas to Los
Angales: Los Angsles to Denver. City-folk rarely encounter
snch simple pleasures.

You Don’t Just Gather SticksT

2010 was my very first winter in Mitchell Coumty as Farmer Doug’s indentured
servant { @ ) at Hammell Hill Farms. Mow I"d noticed the two wood stoves — one
in the office and a3 second in the living room of the fannhouse. But, yon kmow, it
never occurred to me how one “fiueled” the monstrosities.

I'm thinking it was a bot and hoonid August moming when Dong first an-
nounced that it was mme to gather frewoeod. “Okay.” I thonght, “goess we'll spend
2 cowpls hours domg that ™ I figared that the family would just go into the woods
and gather sticks and fallen branches to keep us foasty in the winter. Holy smokes,
was [ wrong. . AGATMY g

Locust Trees?

Well, we set out fior a drive up the mountain — on 8 very ill-defined path T must
add — in fact, not fo embellish this matter BUT if that was a read I am a girafie!
The places that man — Fanmer Dioug — calls roads are barely paths! Amyway, Doug
was in one mack, the fancier/nicerbetier equipped mewer one; I irailed in “Cld
Blackie", mmy lﬂﬁtmugelﬁplﬁmmdhemmmgmnghmnng
for locust trees. . whatever the beck thatis. I mean, isn't one tree just like an-
other. . thew are all wood and wood bams. (Silly city-slicker Iwas!) To my credit,
thiz tme I didn’t 3=k the “Why™ question, I'd learned not fo be guite as “open”
ghout my coumtry ignoramce. When Dhong sxys, “Need to go gather some logs ™
just act as if I kmow that. . and [ know the type logs o gather . blah blsh blah

Orver the River and Through the Woods

Whenever Fanmer Dong asked if T knew how to engage the SWD-Low im “Okd
Blackie” I expected the worst, and I wasn't disappointed. We were droving up this
muntain path, likely untouched by bumnsm hands or machine before, teeteTing on
the edge of a ravine. The pood news was, I had good rubber oo the gres, I knew
that “caase Doug told me so.

Mow he was in the lesd and clearly more adept at drving through the wilder-
ness than I And. besides, I wanted to proceed with a wee bit more cantion that
he typically displayed since I had no desire fo plonze off the mountsn in 2o old
black jeep to my fery desth below!

Blackie was grunting, sroaning and straining to make the steep grade, start-
ing to shp a kit oo the hardpan surface. Doug long ago dissppeared from sight so
Iwas solo oo this mountzin road, wonderng if the end was near. . praying that
somehow God would deliver me to wherever in the world it was I was supposed
o end up.

Elue Smolke and Spinning Rubber

Sure enough &t just the wrone dme I oied to downshift and began shiding off
the cliff. Sormehow — (somehoar nothing T think the hand of God reached out
and saved me) — the thing stalled out and seemed stable in the middle of the path.
About that fime the bile rose nto oy throst. I began to gt REATTY MAD . (I
was FEATTY EMBARASSED. bt REATTY BMAT is a manlier emotion].

Acg T sat there, tires spinning. kinda-sorta slipping sideways, the mofor scream-
ing in protest. I decided I would mever give up. I was going to climb this moum-
fain, in this tock, on this day if it killed me. . and it very well might. Thad gros-

eled too long, I was mot going fo call Famer Doug and tell kim to rescue me. I
am, after all, Fanner Clint and [ can do this!

Ot Can I?

Some ways off Farmer Dioug could hear the phartom cres of nry protesting
Jeep - sguealing snd squawking_ . and e saw the clond of blue smoke rising
over the monntain top. Guess he fiured T rnest be i ronble. Rore likely, he was
slightly concerned that T might just buom all the mabber from his tires or even blow
the engine in Old Blackie.

I sat in that Jeep, sweating like a hog, thinking not so nice thoughts and rying
to climb thar mountain And I saw Doug round the commer, on foot, waving wildby
with both hands. . I zuess he wants me to stop,” I thonght “What will I t=l1
him . T teed to do it right. . this stupid velicle isn't fif to drive. . blah blah biah!™

I killed the izmiton as my pal approached, that halfrocked crooked grin on his
tanned face.. ™ You sure it's in 4Wh-Low,” he cajoled. Infiuristed by the insinn-
stion I just stared straight ahead “90f course it 15,7 I spat! “Let me just check it
out,” he zaid calmly. “Cops, Fuess it wasn't,” was nrv only retort. How hmmilist-
ing “Dio wou want to bring it wp now ™ Dong inguired .. "MO [ DO BIOT," I said
with venoamomig overtones.

I yielded n1v position behind the wheel and shnked into the bed of the old
jalepy. Dioug eased the gearshift a bit fo the upper-right and we purred op that
mountain withoot breaking 3 sweat. Once again, for the gazillionth tme in four
maaths, [ was bonbkled o the presence of Fanmer Dong. . GERER.

Fat Bov on The Mountain

I spoke not 3 word when we reached the spot where locnst wees lived: I somply
stood aside and waiched as my lnmberjack pal began dropping HUGE tress with
his chainsaw: All the while I"m thinking to noyself, “Why don't we just pick ap
what's already on the ground rather than sawing down thess mees™ Nevertheless,
I awaired
further in-
ooy wonds
ufmnﬂm'

that way they would all be in one general vicimity for loading in the tucks later;
that seemed perfectly logical o me.

I"ve told you before about ny fused nght ankle spd how it causes me to be
slightly bess than — shall we say agile? So, I picked up that first log and prompihy
swung it ont and toward the downside of the monntain Well, what T failed to
consider in this rhythmic motion was that [ needed to release the log more guickly
or it wounld propel my rotand body off the cliff with it. And sore encugh off we
went!

I finally had the presence of mind ta l=t 2o of that log but not in e o avoid
ihe phinge. Foriunately, azain I believe it was the hand of God, there was a split
iree in front of me, you know the kind that makes a giantY .. and ooy body Indzed
firmly in the Y. Diong looked on, shook his head and contimmed sawing. . the man
is 8 master of undersmiement.

With a mighry pull, I dislodged my bloody belly and
torn shirt from that mountainside slingshot and azain
began tossing logs down the hill, Cut of the comer of Doy
eve, I saw Dong flash a gring give a quick wink and then
refurn o his chainsaw.

Yapper, I lowe the sights and smells of an earhy winter’s
fire in thesa hills. And I love the fact thar I DO WOT
HAVE a fireplace, and no longer have to drive up that
monniain to gather locust logs. It's a suicide mp, I tell
va...and that zin’t no joke.

But what 3 memaory.

Sl lumbled in the hills,

Famuer Clint

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

www. brenews . com
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His Unfailing Presence
By Bace Canmon
Mirchell County

Another vear I enter_. Itz hiztory unknown;

Oh, Fow ngy feer would rrembie. . Tb fread it paths alone!
Bur I hanve huvamd o whizper, T knoww T shaill ba Bless;

"My presenca shall go with thee, And I will give thee rest "

Whar will the Now Year bring me” I may not, musi nod
kmonw;

el it b lone and rapfure, O lowelimess and woe?
Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper; I surafy shall be blest;
"My presence shall 2o with thes, And I will give thee nast "
—Unknowm Anthor

Happy Mew Year Everyone! Another year is passing and a new one dawmns.
Time slips so quickly by, The lmstle and bastle of the holidays laft ns wondering
where tims went.

Az we enter e this MNew Year [ am so thankfnl we will not go it alome. If we
know Christ as our Savior, He promises to go with us. His grace is always in the
presear tense. He is already in our tomormows as much as He is in our today. Will
hardships come our way? He will be there to buffer therm and fo see us throngh
Will joys nnmessured come our way? He will be there to make them even
sweeter Will we need to cry out to Him? He promised He would be there to hear
our prayer. “Come unie me, ail v that labowr and are keavy laden, and T will
Eive your rest. " {(Mathew 11:28)

This Mewy YVear may offer mamy challenses bat it also offers so many oppar-

nifies. hiy praysr =
is for the Church

fo experience
gZenuine revival in
2018, Someone
once said, “We 5
will never change
this world by the
criticism of if, nor
by the confor-
oty o it, but by
the combustion
withim it of Irves
ignited by the
Spirit of God.™ 1
want that power
and presence
profoumdly n my life and Church and wish that for all of us.

A census of the seven to ten-mile radivs around our chorches wonld show that
well over half of mir neighbors do not go to Church and, meest likely, do not know
the Lord Thar has fo be the explanation as to why we have not seen an end, or
decrease to the ever-mcreasing drug epidemic in our ares or 3 buge rednction in
the other spcial problems/sins that are steadily manifesting themselhves,

Pray with me that God would send a great revival in our Chuarches and that
2018 will be the year we can see the power of God moving in our midst. Pray that
our Churches wonld be full of Him and of those seeking the Lord. Pray that our
strests would be safer and homes more Christ-like . that 2018 will be the year
that will tmaly count for Him.

From my beart to yours, Happy MNew Year!

Rav. Bruce Canpon currently semnves as the Semior Pasfor qf Bear Creek Baprist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served as Director gf Mizsions for the Biadan
Bapiist Association and haz served on the General Board of the Baptizt State
Comention of North Caraling.
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0679
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828.737.
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Therefore if any man be in Christ, he 1v @ new creamre: old ithings are
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 2 Corimthians 5:17

The Rotary of pr

Houses and Warm Clothes

By Doug Sudduth
Mitchell County

Cm Tharsday, Wovember 30, at the weekly meeting of the l
Fuotary Chub of Sprace Pine, members and mmests received
of the Mitchell-Yancey Habotat for Humanity and by taro
recipients of the current Habitst home Incated in Ledger in
Arch Woodard and led by (Gary Ray, President of the M-Y Habitat for Humanity
Board of Dhirectors. Assisting Gary were staff: Fim Erlandson and Steve Bruton.
Coouments were also provided by Jessica Hoyvle and Josy Stout whose Habitat
honme is under constraction in Ledzer and neaning completion. Gary discussed
options Fotarians and others have as potential volunteers with Mitchell-Yanoey
Habitat snd explamed the inidaton of a Weizhborhood Fevitalization (BE) pro-
Eram starting m Yancey Coumnty m
early 2018 and in Mitchell County
later in 2018. This program fypi-
cally zerves older residents who
choose to “age in place™ in their
homes vet have limitad financial
resources and are in need of homs
repair and rempdeling seTvices.
Jim, who serves as Chair of the
Constmction Conunittes, pra-
semted an excellent shide show of
the proeress from the beginning \
fdﬂﬁh? ’:hmmlﬂﬂﬁﬂfﬂ! Steve Bruton, az Rotarian Marvin Walkar

X p5e DLINE proconis o lecally handmade Rotary mug to
exterior walls being completed in oy By with Jim Eriandson
one hour and forty-five mimites.
The slideshow brought viewers right on site, a5 the project progressed to date.
Jezzica and Toery mave real mesnmge to what Habitat is all about, 25 they described
the impact of 8 new hoome on their lives with their son, Waylon. Fotarian Mandin
Walker has served the local Habimat . ] R
a5 3 board member, voluntesr and
a member of the Family Selection
Conumities for Habitat affiliste

heving vohinteered for construct-
ing hpmes.

Buby Greens 3 member and
Past President of the Rotary
Chab of Spmace Pine, led the chib
members in donating, collecting
and delivering winter clothing for
homeless veterans in Asheville,
Morth Carolina. These gener-
Faby to the Asheville Buncombe

Rotarian Ruby Greeng with boxes and bags
gfwinter clofhing near the sforage fratier af
C itv Christian Mini ,:Iﬂﬂﬂu_ﬁrmmw:quww
(ABCCM), Veterans Services of ~ t-Asheviile.

the Carolinas. Fuby stated that, when she amived with the clothing, the trailer
whera they are stored was almpst empty, showing how noach the clothing is
needad. With the encouragement of Spruce Pine Rotary President George Mero,
PBaby annoinced in several weekly club meetings her plans to collect and deliver
winter clothing for homeless veterans in Asheville. Club members responded with
generous donations of winter clothing for men and woomen.

ABCCA's Homeless Services program is made up of two transitional bousing
facilities: The Veterans Festoration Cuarters for men and the Steadfast Honse for
women and children Both of these facilities prowvide housing, food, case manage-
ment, education and connection o both mental and physical health providers to
their residents. All residents are supplied three meals per day and have access
to a murse, computer Lab, pym and lanndry reom privileges. They aloo receive
franspomtation services fo the VA Medical Center and downtown Ashevills. The
zoal of these programs is to move the resident frormm a state of homelessness to 3
position of self-sustainability.

Dong Sutdduth is the Public Relations Officer for the Spruce Pine Rotary Club.

www. brenews.com
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Emergency Management
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McDowell Technical Community College Coltbrating Qe 50 Umiversary !
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| Am With You Always. ..

Bv Tirnothy W Tran
Burks County

"o we thergfore, and feach all nations, bapizmg ikem
i the name qf the Father, and af the Son, and qf the Holy
Ghast: 20 Teaching them o ebserve all things whaisoever
Dhave commanded you: and, fo, T am with you aivwas,
aven unito the end af the world. dmen "-Mathew 28:19-20

Arktos sar on the expanse of stons, hiz baloowy to the
world that opened below. High on the mountzin rapge above the Germanesca
“allewv, be sat watching the clonds zather in the depths of the vord below. The air
blew steadily up hare. He closed his eyes and nlted his face toward beavens. The
warmth of the sun carsssad iz azed face_ blending the deap ravines of fime meo
ons of wisdom, His long gray bair, specklsd with whete wafted apamst hes shol-
ders. The white beard zave kim an air of intellect. Baneath &, lis tanned skin, taut
Against his chizaled chin, gave the look of “Youn will pay if yon cross me.” which
baliad his e zentle nanoe; the render hesrt bapeath the fagada of an ancrent
warmier This was his place of repose, lus solitary comer of earth where he could
cornmune with God. To obiain this height, one tonst bave the strenzth of 3 bear
aed the agility of the mountzin goat. Up bhere, the world below sesmead so distant,
=0 vimportant compared with whar lay ahead

Hars, thare was 0o sound of nunaniry. There was nothung b the sound of the
distant waterfalls cascading into the abyss below. Theor voices echoed off the
sranite walls of God's formess of granite thar sumounded hun.

Ha was lost in thought, ons with the Father as the words came to mind. “dnd
the peace af Ged, which passeth all wndersianding, shall keep yvour hearis and
neinds throngh Cheist Jesus "-Phil 4.7

A life and mme march omward, the realizaton of himself becoming the oane that
others looked to for guidswce bothered him True, e studied the Word relent-
leszly, but be pever seemed to rise above who he saw in those crystal-clear pools
frome which be supped his handfuls of water. There beyond those sky-blune eyes,
was the same man be bad seen for 2l kis life Mach of the world aronnd kim had
changed, loved ones bad gone oo, and now, be was nearly alone save for the few
that were lefi.

Earlier that moming, he and the others had et once more to siedy and wor-
zhip. Thers was no set plan, just the Word to zuide them. They were the remnants
of their kind. Wany had b=en lost; as mary had perizhed from the mountain as had
those who had died frovw the sarord. They were the keapers of the Word, the bear-
ars of Christ’s minisoy, Thay had oo name 35 of theor own, but ratker, were given
caly the name from whenca they camee, the Vandods. These ware the Vandoisians,
the Children of the Light, as they had also becomne known,

As they slowly gathered, one, then another, in that small bur anciewt stone
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buildimg that had created so
many before them each one
was welcomed with broth-
arlv love. They wera united
a5 one cenhuries before,
lomger thap even thair alders
conld rarpember The wards
they nsed to describe their
bezinning were simply,
“Since time Inuporinn.” As
they prepared to bezin each
lit & candle or lamp foan which to read. The apcient stachure barely allowed the
slightest amount of lizht to enter While lizht was kard to find, o the deapest re-
cesses of winter, the smrdy. meter-thick walls also kept the freezing cold withour;
thms, serving as the perfect sabbatcal fom the ourer world during the long dark
winter months. Ter even in the early sumnmer. as now, they met o refrech their
zeriprures before departing for their surmmesr missions bevond thesa paaks.

Today kad baen especially rewarding. There was the inifal joking and shar-
ing of meptal challenzes but evenrually, as was vswally the rzze. someone said
spmething that yvielded to 2 lesson from within the pages of that precious fext, the
one they had snarded with a millenninm of lives. Tmmediately, they dove within
the leaves of that ancient book seeking the mail npon which they felt ablized to
follow. Their questons led to further searchas, all following a patch oaly their Lord
would know. Tha older stadents merely closed their eyves snd quoted the soaipnoe
from memory, so intense was their leaming.

Siming back and watching their education coame 10 fwinon, Arkios had been
blezszad bevond measure. He kpew o mme. they would be zone, leaving for thair
Jomrneavs,

My woould pever renum.

Time after tme be had ssen them srow, become oee with the Waord, then legve
to serve their commizsion. Thoese that remreed had & renewed vigor that only ex-
perience, and life could teach. Each tirpe, he saw the youth that kad b=en present
in tha spring of life be torw sway, leaving belund the shell of realiy forced upon
their tender souls. Those that pever camie back left 3 hole in les heart that could
never be replacad He felt so radequate Sor what ke was thare to do. Thare was
sz mch he needad o learn himsalf so muck more he could share, if only thera
wera mare e

He remarned to the present when the cry of the rapror pullsd him back Before
ha opaned his eyes, he wiespered sofily, “God gihve me the stremarh, and the wis-
dam fo do vour will unfil I no longer have the breath lgft fo Ihve another day. ™

Blmking to the Light
of day, he dlred his head
forward. There soaring upon
the current: before hom was
2 b=anafal Gold=n Eagle.
Eelow them both, the sum
had brokea through the
clouds and the expanse of
meadow falling away to the
sharp blue-grav adges of the
vallaw balow opened up. The g
view was breathtaking 3z the wild bird was m itz grandeur: man and beast as ona,
zhove the spectacle of creation only few can imagine. Tha old man falt the pres-
apce of God as the bird remamed in place, siiding along with linle to no effort. Is
pierring eyves sought hirn, and from within he could feel a vedce resonste through
big spul

“You are nor alowe, for I am with you ahwgs, Twill mever laave you, now for-
siake youw. ™

Arktos could not move, He misd to nod in azreement, but pothing wonld work:
his kead could ot shake, his fingers conld not even cuxl 1o feel the stone bepeath
whera ha sat. He was spellbound by those pensamating eves and the omnipoten:
voice within

Another searing cry from the eazle echoed of the nearby snow-covered peak,
znd imopediately, the roar of the waterfzlls retuuned. He blinkad. and the beantiful
bird was gone.

Had ke dresmt the scene?

Had it been pust another vision?

He reached for his weathered walking stick to prepare for the joumey back
down the movntam when be notced it. Thers bepeath itz handle lay the renundesr
of the romnent; a tail feather from 3 Goldan Eagle

He smiled zs he mcked away the keepsake into kis backpack, and begm his
slow descent into the world thar awaited below.

He had n=arly dizappearad from that svonmir when the call of the great eagle
echoed from a distant valley, and be smled cnce more, for God was wirh him.
Tes, od would be with him abways.

Thavks be to God.

Timothy W Trom i the Executive Director of the Waldensian Trall of Faith. He
Tives in Faldese with Riz family. He i the auiher of "Bruecke fo Heaquen, ' and an
aciive blogger artist and musician. TTmothy alse haz g BSEE fhom UF, is an Eagie
Scour . He in now teaching in Warauga Coungy.

And Ged shall wipe away all tears from thetr eves; and there shall be no
mare dearl, neither sorrow, nor crving, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away. Revelation 21:4
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North Carolina Under
the Siege of Tyranny

By Bev. Mak H. Creech

Charles de Montasguean, the French Lawypar,
writer, and palitical philosopher, whese works had
a profound mfinence on America’s fonders, once
said, "There is no cmelsr fyranny than that which iz
perpemated under the shoeld of law snd o the name of
Justice.”

Sy beloved state, Mormh Caroling, s under siege
from tyrants who operate "nnder the shield of law and in the name of justce.” The
Fourth Circnit Cour of Appeals has the state and its fture finmly vnder s mon
rale, and yet, there's been liftle oumaze by the stare's cinzeury,

Daniel Horowitz, in Fovath Corowit Takes Cowmel of Morh Carolna, sumana-
rizes the way thiz unelected body has destroyed the state's right o salf-detamuna-
fon. He writes:

"They havs mandzred ransgenderism, blocked evary voter intezicy law,
reguired very specific dmes and amounts of early voting, crivninalized volustary
public prayer, and srased every single dismicting map — from fedaral and state
disricts o even conniy school board maps m the nuddle of an election season and
after candidates already spent enonmnous suns canpaigmng. Agzin this was all
done by federal, not state courts. They are rendening elections moot and are now
ensuring that conservatives can never win electons by muling Demacrat racial gar-
rymandsr advantages into law and into the Consomaon.”

Horwitz's descripton of the mamer isn't hvperbole in the slighrest.

Steplen McDowall and Mark Beliles rightlv argne m Liberatmg the Mations.
the concapt of Consnmionalizm in Amesrica smetches back to the Habrew Re-
public which Moses pressnted to the Israelites via the Book of the Covenant. It
conmined the Ten Commandmeanrs, a5 well 25 a companion hody of law. Althonzh
these laws were inspirad by God they were handed down 1o the people for their
adoprion. Exodus chapier 19 1eveals this was nacessary for the people to enjoy the
benefits of thesa laws.

Cod is severaizn, If we break kis laws, they will break ws. Sull, God allows us
to choose. He will oot force himself upon us. Conseat is pecessary to know the
biessings of his way, We can garmer fom this example provided in Scriprare that
myTanny s alwavs fom the top down and never operates with the consent of the
people.

McDwowell and Beliles alzo pote thar even when [srael chanzed its fonn of
govermment to that of a monarchy, the king was sall required to abide within and
govern by the Covensnt or the Book of the Law — law. by the wav, which reflacted
the charactar of 3 banevolent and just God. Americs's Foundears took s concept
and wowe ot mvte our nation's framewer, clearly stating in the Declaraden of Inde-
peadence that "just powers are dedved froto the consent of the govemed.”

Carainly, the most fondamental principle of 3 fee sociaty, one govermed by
Constinuticnalism, ts the dght o vote — the right of the people 1o decids their own
destiny. Mevertheless, "umder the skiald of law and o the pame of justice.” the
Fourth Cironit has decided 1f shall decrse to Morth Carolintans in what mammer
they may cast their vores in the pext election

Cnce again let me refar to Horowitz, who gives us the play by play here:

"[A] three-judge panel within the Fourth Circwit and the [17.5.] Suprems Couart
stmack down both the federal and stape [legislanve dismict] maps [that state law-
makers drew] m the Tar Heel Stata.

"It i first impartant to recogedize thar Morth Carelina raceived pre-clearance
from Obama’s fustice Dieparnuent, and the maps were upheld twice o state court.
That should have ended the mafer Federal courts should have no jurisdicton
over state [egislanve maps. Yer the federal covats anllified 28 legislative districis
and remanded back o the three-jndze panal, whech includes twve Obains-appoint-
ed judzes.

"The Morh Caroliza legizslanoe went back apd drew a naw, clean map that is
beter than aoything Demmocrats pat out when they had conmol for 100 vears. That
should bave ended the mamer. Yet the Obama udzes. who bave been accorded
Cod-like poraver ovar subject marrer the Constimton did mot enmast to them,
want to make sura the maps maximize the Deropcrat Parfy advawtage. They zave
standing to another lawsnir challenging three Sapnate and mine House districes.
Last Thursday, [October 28], in a written order, Tadze Catherivs Eagles wrate
on babalf of the thrae-judge panel that she feals the new map doesn't redrass the
‘constmiional’ vislation aod is "otherwise lagally unaccepiable’ — in other words,
it doesa't coutain epoush Demecrat advantages. 5o, in the nlomats act of legislat-
g froan the benck, the judze said that dae o The techeical nanoe of detenmining
an appropriaie remady’ and ‘excepional cocumstances,” the Court s appoinbng 2
'spacial master’ to oversee the maps.

"Thms, an mnelected federzl court with oo consitrotonal junsdiction over maps
cleared by the 0T [Depamueant of Mastce] and state courts s now requiring thar
de facto veto power over the new maps be ziven w an nneleced 'expernr.

The wmelectad 'expert’ chosen by the Fourth Crrewit Court i Stanford Universicy
Law profassor, Warthaniel Persily. from California.

Can wou believe this? The simation is so egrezions and shocking thar ir's dif-
fonlt for the averaga citizen in our stats to process. Ir's so bad that many, withons
carefully thinking, might shmply dismiss it a5 an unfortonate consegquance of
Fapublican germvimandence.

At the risk of being perceived as parisan, let me s3yv that such a conclusion
wionild be nonserse, Morth Carolima 13 mthe throes of semething wmlike spythine
it's ever experenced in its history since the American Bevoluton and "po taxaton
withowt repressntaton.”

Back m Ocrober, Morh Carolmma Honse Fep. David Lews (B-Hamen) and Sen.
Ealph Hize (F-Mirchell) chamman of their respectve chambers’ radismicing com-

mutress have said the "order
provides abselately no legal
or facmal basis for objecting
to the new maps, while also
potentially dalagating the
legislamire’s consttntional
snthoriny to draw dismicts to
2 lowe professor in Califormea
with no acconntakility to
Morth Carelinians.”

Lewts and Hise also
rghily comtended that to
hand the responsibiliny of the staw's rediswicting maps "o 2 single person on the
other side of the couniry is an owrageous and exmacrdinary violanon of the prin-
ciple of federalism and our state’s soveraignty.”

Since making thess smfemeants, Lewis and Hize have bad the apportunity to
raview the new maps mads by Parsily. In a statemient released today (December 1)
they =aid that Persily has confirmed their "worst suspicions™ and "thiz entire 'judi-
cial process' is litfls more than a thinly-veilad politcal operaton wheare unelecied
udges, legislanng fom the bench, strip Morth Carglincans of their constimtonal
right to self-govemsnce by appointing a left-wing Califormia professor to draw
districts handing Democrats conmwol of legislatve seats they conlda't win art the
ballos o

I mast agree with Horoantz's conchision on this mater, "While legislative zer-
rymandering can be msidions. ir is not pearly a3 nyrannical as madicial gemvman-
dermg, which is veconstmntonal and against wlich there 15 no remedy.”

Mo remady? Perhaps. But T'm inclinad to belisve that if freedom remams pra-
cigus enongh to iz beneficiaries they'll find one.

Charles de Montesqueen also said, "The tyranny of 3 prince o an aliganchy is
nat 30 dangerons to tha public welfars 2 the apathy of a cidzen mw 2 demecracy”

The fedaral mdiciary is off the rails and can only be set right by a citizenty that
will no lonzer consent to is illegitmare voke.

a1

Raverand D Mark Creech is Executive Director of the NC Chrisfan Action
League. Fou may confact him af rev.markcrecchidichrisianactionleague. org or
RIB-FET-Do00

There s no fear in love; but perfect love casiesh out fear: because fear
haek rorment. He thar feareth 15 not made perfect in love. 1 John 4:18

€<C > COOPERTIRES

QUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON!
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Feemivm AN-Trerain
UTISHT Light Daty

C55 ULTRA TOURING
Fremium [arary Peanng

Spruce Pine Tire
828 765 2186

Monday: Friday Tam-5pm
977 Oak Ave Spruce Pine NC 28777
€L COOPERTIRES
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Prayer for New Year
Ev Billy Graham

This praver from Billy Graham written for The Sat-
urday Evening Post in 2008, is just as relevant this yvear.

O Father and our God, 35 we stand a1 the begnning
of this new year we confess our need of Your prasence
and Your suidance as we face the future.

We each have our hopes and expectations for the vear
that tz abead of ws—but You zlens know what it halds
for us, and only Wou can give us the smength and the
wizsdom we will need 1o meet its challenzes. 5o, help us
o bumably put our bands into Your hand, and to tmst Yoo and to seek Yiour woll for
our lives dunng this coaning year

In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahsad zssure ws of the cerratnry
of Your unchaneing love.

I the moidst of life's mevitable disappoictmeants and heartackes, belp us o mrn
1o You for the stability and comufort we will nead.

I the moidst of life’s emptatons aed the pull of our smbbom self-will, halp
s ot 1o lose our way bur to have the courage to do what is mght o Your sight,
rezardiess of the cost

And in the midst of our daily preacoupations aod pursuats, open our eves to the
sorrows and inusoces of our hurting world, and bhelp ws o respond with com-
passion and sacrifice to those who are friendiess apd in need. May our constant
prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lovd, fo follow your decrees;
then Twill Feap them fo the @nd” (Pealm 119:33).

We pray for our nation and it leaders during these difficult thnes, and for all
those wiho are sesking to bring peace and justoe o our dzngerous and troublad
world, We pray especially for Your protection o 2l these who serve in omr armed
fooces, and we thank You for their comnument w defend our feedoms, evean at
the cost of their own lives. Be with their families also, and assure them of Your
love and concern for them

Bring our divided naton togethar, and give us a greater visien of what You
would have us te be. Your Word reminds us that “Blessed 15 the naron whoze &od
iz the Lord " (Psalm 33:11).

Az we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness 1o us—=ar
bavond what we have deserved. May we never presuane oo Your past goodnezs or
forget all Your mercies to us, but may they instead lezd ns to repentance and to 3
new comanitment 1o make You the foundation and centar of our lives this vasr,
And so, our Fatker, we thank Vo for the promize and bope of this new year, and
we look forward to it with expectancy and faith. This T 2sk in the name of our
Lord awd Savier, who by His death and resumection bas given us hope both for
this world and the world to come.

Arpen

" One More Time

By Brent Price
Michall County

In the book of Ecclestastes, the writer proclanms, “To
everyifumg there i5 @ reason, and 4 Tme (o quvary papase
wnder heavan. Az we begin a new yvear perhaps it's tme for
a fresh start. a time to consider new opporumities. 3 dme to
pay amention to God's volce deep in vour beart.

Your Lifs has purposs regardiess of your posttion or statws.
Dl martar what othars mizht say or do to discorage vou it's dme o awbrace the
life od has promised-— abundant life, joy made complete, a peace that passas all
understanding. It is the season o begin apew, a new road lies ahead.

Dhoa't iznore that persistent lowging that lives desp in your heart. Smupethms in
each one of us waits 0 be fifilled. It sesmns: like only vesterday whea we armived
iz Bethlehem, but now if's Tome 1o set out again--- dme o follow, dme o be led by
something zrearer thap our own fears aond excuses,

The child who has been bom o the fullpess of tme, the embodiment of perfact

Lowe bas promdzed wo cast out all fear ALl
>~ _-) NEW ¥

we have to do is step onte the path and
¢ f;:'r.e'myr "
h

begin Hea will guide, sustain and comfort
along the way.

Looking back 15 pomntless. What has
besn is done. We can’t changze the nus-
takes we mads in the beginning bat we
can changze the ending by cresting a new
beginning. Thronghoas the story of God's
people, it kappens all the mne.

Simmners are mansformed fute saints,
Liars and chears become the protectors of a covenan that has endured for cenmm-
res. Aman afrer God's own beart is forgiven and throush his Blood-line a savior
iz borm

God lowves ns and calls us n the midst of our stunbling and staggering as we
teetar o the edze of disaster He rapacts our excnzes and desives to revaal the
beaurifil spott that be placed in ws from our birth. However, we 1must begin so
that God can finishk the work he has begun in each one of us.

Ivis time Lord. Itis dme. Owe more time.

Reverend Brent Price iz a chaplain ar Hozpice & Palliative Care of the Blue
Ridee.

MODELSHOWN 15 NOT
i.'-.-'.a*-.ll.qs.l_g UMDER-$80.000

AKX SEASON SALE

Happy New Year!

1

PUT YOUR TAX
REFUND TOWARD
INEW ENERGY SMART
' HOMES STARTING
UNDER 560,000

MER T A INSTALLATIEN

| h
828-433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
www.claytonmorganton.com
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Beautifully Broken
Bw Chelsea Blevins
Tancay County

"When we come to the end of ourselves, we find Jesus.
And when we find Jesus, we find everviking else "

Y'all ir's hard. This thing we call life. It's kard when your
heart feals broken in a million preces znd you feel as though
v mav naver fing all the pieces to pat it back together It's hard when von fee]
vl never kave what i takes to be zood ensugh. It's hard when yvour best affort:
anly allow yon to feel 35 thongh there will never be anythong worth rying for.

I Encey it's hard.

I was thar girl.

Iwas the girl who struggled to hold herself together from 2 broken heart afrer
realizing the man I thought was forever dida't hold the same expectation. [ was the
zirl who stmazzled with insequrines apd had never seen nuyself for the besury God
restored mome. Iwas the girl who attended muwerous colleges apd chapged career
paths ouly o find nons of them were for me.

I am thar girl.

Aayhe vou're that zirl foo. And va know, that's okay.

Becanse before we can ever experience God's grace at it fullest. we momst
experience the depih withont it Tve comie to realize that if may way abarays warks
ant, Tl onty mizs ont on the BEAT life God has for me. Yeah, Life iz hard. But if's
alzo besutiful, aed raw, and rare.

It's in those dark besrt wrencking moanents that God's light shines brighter than
ever. That's whan his kingdom has the greatest oppormuwty to shine That's whea
he shows up. That's when his grace will £l the gaps.

Crod doesn't only show up in broken dmes. Mo, be's sp noach greater Bt 5wt
that what we limit hims 107 Maybe we don't feel zood enouzgh bacause cur zood
ewpugh is only an "1" effort rather than a God effort

Crod wants o fill the zaps.

Bur I think somemmes [ mistakenly think somebow, Tve zot whar it takes to fill
them Maybe it's shame that T didn's listen the first fioe. maybs it's donbe, or fear.
But there iz spathing about being broken thar makes s whala

There's something about knowing God i all yon have whan your last arbarpt
has bean

When Jesus went to eat at the bovse of Stmon there was a slight intermupnon
daring the dinner. By slight intermpton I mean 3 prosticte. A very umslean won-
an who has just intermpied the dinner at 3 relipious leader’s home Eeep in mind
this dirmer was & very elegant,
special, relizions dinoer. The
rable is set, and they begin to
eat. The mmclean woman mms
in and poes swaizht to Tesns.

Sl st kave falt shame,
mdzement. and negamviny.

Bur I can't help bt think
shout what bronzghs har bere,

She's broken

Ampngst all the eyes of
udzement and nuwiliny her
eves are fxed on Jesus.

She's broken, and she
Enows It p—

Tesus sees her in 3 different #:‘-"-“1.‘;‘.'5.1 B
kind of wav. Ha sees ber as beautifully broken.

Zhe begins to cry. The uely cry (you know what I'm talkme abeut zirls). Bt
vl koow whar's so beautifal abour thoze ugly tears? Those tears become the vary
water that washes the feet of Tesus. The job that Simon shonld have dove [wash-
ing the feef of vour guast was 3 conumon gesture done to greet guests and wel-
coana themn mte vour boms)

She offers all that she is bacausa be has changzed all that she was,

The podnf is, somatmes we are broken, Shatrered. Tom. Wea are the unclean
Woman,

We are filthy, embamassed, woworhy, shattered, and o,

We are broken.

Apd mavbe that's ckay becanse God savs we are beaunifially broken,

The unclean woneen could have nin from Jasus becanse of the shame of her
brokermess. Bur instead she fimed her aves on Jezsus and suddenly none of her
brokamness martared,

She was at the end of herself and the beginning of JTasus.

Her vmclesnliness was mada clean through Jesus, Her hmmbleaess in hnnulity
was exalied Har brokennass mads beannfil.

When we come to the end of curselves. wa find Jesus. And when we fnd Jesus
wa find everything else

It's okav 1o be broken becanse somemmas it's thronzh broken ears that we sea
miost clzarly.

| No Regrets Family-

The Appalachian Trail Whooped Me!
E}'PBLEHF:aDeanHqu}'ﬂm Ptd :
Mirchell Couniy

We have a madition fo bring in the naw year as 2
famuly. When the time nears for the Mew Year we connt
down the seconds and brong in the Wew Year with
celebration My fve-vear-old daughtar after 3 full day
of playing with family, fell aslsep before the Mew Year
bezan, and wa did pot wake ber up for the celebration.
The next moming, she was so mad at us becsuss bringing in the New Year was
2 grandiose thing for ber She missed it and wonld have o walt anocher year o
celebrate the Mew Year,

I really love the new year as well because [ feel like [ can zef & fesh start
Sore people do not make resoluions becsuse they are afraid of bresking them.
Ithenk it is 2 promdsing idea to sef goals and make spiritual plans. For exampla,
bave vou ever mied reading through vour Bible o2 vear? Maybe sarming aside
mora mme to pray and meditate. Meditadon 15 mme spent slons thinking shout the
word of Grod In your mind awnd heart Thes is whar the Bible describes as going
imto your praver closst. How abont fasdng? Hey preacher you are gamng per-
zonal now. Lol I do not like to skip meals either Fasong 1= & set period you 20
withons food o meditate, pray, spd seak the Losd. Whea vou choosa o do this
do oot =l aovone vou are fasdnz People whe are close to you may fgure it out
bt that is alright. Hushand and wife conld practce a fast fogethar, (1 Con 751 &
fast conld inclnde one meeal or many meals, But, the goal is to seak the Lord and
listen to the Holy Spint. How about church amendance” Mavbe going o 2 service
at your church thar you penually do pot arend. Surprise your pastor and show up
on Wednesdaw nighres. He would reallv appreciate vou bemg there This day and
e Christans: peed more fallowskip and wury, not tess. It is amazing how soone
clnrches only gather one day @ week. It seems to be the ponn thesa days.

Thea ides is the new year is an exciong dms to make spinmal goals and to set
vour heart and mind te it The Apastle Paul talked abous thiz Phulippians 3:13
(ETV 190600

13 Byetiren, I count mot npsell to have apprehanded: but this one thing I do,
Sorgeriing those things which are behind, and reachmg forth inie those things
which are bafore,

Philippians 3:14 (EIV 1900)

14 I press roward the mark for the prize of the kigh calling of God tn Christ
Jesus.

The pew vear is a time 1o forger the past, the past is “warer under the bridze ™
Bt yon can make
plans to pursne
Jazus Chrst and
your relatonship
with Hom. Eeep
your eye on the
godl-- your prize
is yoUT seTvice fo
ihe Kinzg of Kings
and the Lord of
Lords.

The Appala-

chian trail in Av-
ary and Mitchall
CONNMSs AT SOLDe
of the rough-
ast and highest
alevation chanzes of the mail. It is very diffiounlt wo hike the mail in thease arsas.
So, myself brother, and a soldier sef ot to hike 2 section of the wall fom Lake
Hampron to the wop of Foan Mountam. [ spraioed ooy spkle just outside of Elk
Park, IW.C. and had to stop our hike, I was dissppointed becausze I really wanted to
fimish. But the thing is, we mied. The rough temrain gof the best of me. I may not
have finished, but I tmed. And this is ke our “walk of feith ™ We need 1o iy onr
bast. It is barar o ov and oot succeed becanse of cirouanstances vou Cannot Con-
wol, than to never oy an all. God wawts vou to oy, Set out and pursue Tesus Christ
=0 when vou stand before him to the best of your abelity you can stand thera with
“Mo Pegrets "

Happy Mew Year.

Pasror Doan Honeyours shephends Snow Hill Baprist Chiorch in Bakersville, NC,
He may be reached at 525-385-0213, snowhillbaptishagmail.com , or visif their
wiakstte at wwwsnowhiThapiist.com.

www bronews.com
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

e TOUR 1a-
I\?.\,_Iu _-:'}Pj

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
j}_‘ynwug for a cleaner community <

L i . N,
Q a greener environment,
S,
Ask about our ongoing recyeling program
and how you can participate in our contributions

to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

. SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Through the Eyes of a Child
Ey Barbara Harrell

I"ve been spending too mmch dme hanging from that old
gargled apple oee. Skinming up that rough mank to find the
best seaf in the bouse. And
then the sky is limitless,
blue with thoze puffv white
clonds. Look, thers soes
the ome chasing the other. T
wionder what is ower that ndze and bow many
| miles is it 1o the nearest honse? What makes the
mmmtaims stay in place? Where does the green
come from in the leaves?

Opps! —here comes old Pet. She will be
needing to be milked here shorily. Mot my favorite job, but the milk sore is good,
especially when we just squirt it in our mouths. 5is and T hike to make 3 game
with it

~  Just doem the hill, I s=e Bap hifching that

mile to the plow. He will be getting the cold
winter ground ready for wamm spring plants. T
lowe squishing oy toes into the dirt and feeling
the wannth and thinking about just a few weeks
and I can spesk info the garden and eat some of
the produce. It is so much better than affer it
goes to the kitchen.

Of, over yonder on the hill is the cemetery,

We always called it the graveyard. If is our best
place to play. A wonderful seat has srown between two mees and it is just shove
Cmella’s grave. She was noy annt, but she didn’t live. Lot's of children turied im
that graveyard. Pun to play with them snd take our tea set up. so we can share our
tes. Sometimes we sweep the pronnd and make a bouse. Cnella can’t tell ws, ot
we think she loves our playtime. People laugh at us for playing in the praveyvard,
Tbat it 15 =0 quiet amd peaceful hera

Dfama Mat just called and in a bit, I have o
.| g0 get the potatoes for supper from the root

y| smells though. The apples, potatoes, squash,

" ¢ | big crocks of pickled beans and com blend

i | together o tickle my taste buds.

Wow, If I twrist just a little in my tree, I can
| ses way owver vonder on that distant hill. 1

| dream a lot about wheat is over there. When I

|| grow up I will jonmey owver that ridgs and then

that mounntain and T will see what lies over thers.
I wonder if (rod lives there. Is that where hesven =7

We have been learning i Sunday School that God cested all of this. He mmst
be an awesome person with lots of knowledge. How did He know to make the
sky blwe? Or the grass green” [ need to remernber to ask when I go to Sunday
School next Sunday.

I love hanging in this ree npside
down. It mskes the world look upside
down. The sky is on the bottom and
the green is on the top.

Hangmg npside down in the spple
free can help make sense of the world
in & child's eyes. (God's world is 3
beantfil place!!

Barbara Harrell, loving mother, grandmother and grear-grandmother. Part owner
Biue Ridee Christian News.

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celetnate Recoveny

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ
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Unknown Worlds
By Marlene Houk

Poabm 110:161 ..
ward ™

Staring at the brizht shapes dangling just out of reach,
chubby fingers stretch high, reaching for knowledze. Sittesn
wears later, those same hands, now supple aod longz, zrasp the
heated leather-wrapped ring that controls 3,842 pounds of
metal and §50-horsepower, on a supercharged &.2-liter VE powerning the Camaro
ZL1. He has entered the world of confrol. During the cluarch service, his jaw
drops as he listens to a world far more powerful in every measure than his car It
is the Universe, made by the God Who is infinitely above his finite thinkimg. {Tsa-
iah 55:§-0) The stars in mmltple worlds sing along with the whales to the tine of
“How (areat is Our God. ™ hetp:/safeYonTabe net'w/Pple Years later, he walcomes
2 new cardiclogy patient, inviting him to recline on the plush leather seats. Boot-
ing up his computer screen, the pow-famous doctor shows him the venimicles of
his diseased heart, and it ooours o his edocated mind bowr much like the firss letter
of the Hebrew word for God, Shaddsi, the heart demonsrates:

First Hebrew lefter in Shaddsi: shim

Heart ventriclas:
brps:fpromisedlandminisries wordpress.com20010003/14/'shadows-of-the-messi-
gh-where-gods-name-is-writen’

Have you ever opened the door to a2 new world and knew that you would stay 2
while? That first contraction, signaling parenthood?, the thrilling initial flizht of a
new career?, or perhaps the pure joy of finding your sonlmate? Tentatively at first,
and then more boldly, you peek arcund the edze to see the possibilities of fulfill-
ment, wisdom, and purpaose.

Toshma 1:8 says, “Thiz book of the law shall not depart out gf thy mouth, bur
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thon maqees? obsarve o do accord-
ing fo ail that is written thenein, for then thou shalt mate thy way prozperous, and
then thon shalt have pood success. ™

Joskma 1:8 opens the door to a world of understanding Almighty God Who
formed your heart to function, your mind to create, and wour spirt to coave Him.
D this:

= Bead sbowt Him (and yourself) in His letter to yon

= Dirink i the possibilifies of 3 life with Him as your Guide.

= Dream about an nltimate eternity i His presence.

= Gulp down the satisfaction of abundant living from the pages of Soiphure

= Bxperience the lifelong passion that comes from reading the Bible sand being

Tast. Simply. Read. According to Foshua 1:8 vou will prosper and be successfal-
from God's eternal viewpoint!

Reading the Bible through offers a linle-known serial view of the Scripmres
that is not easily seen in the mimutise of each word and the inmicate filieree of
verses. As you read, a divine drone sails off o the imkmown, scaling impossible
peaks of miracles and wonders, It dives into the deepsst part of mankind, discov-
ENnE a yawnmg maw. a palpable yeaming for the God Who created it Soaring
up intg the Sonkight, the Word of God changes all it touches and gilds our lives
with the laser light of His glory, lifing our spirits and fllmg ns with His love. All
brought about by this ides: Tust. Smmply. Bead . Stam anywhere m the §6 books
of the Bible. Or, begin with 3 plan. Perfonn aerial stunts such as reading a book
backwards to observe its stmcture. Burt do this: Just. Simply. Fead.

Typically, we think of reading the Bible throngh as defined by 2 year. Bur this is
not necassarily the case. My danghter read thoough the Bible in 35 days. (A minor
part of that was listening on the way to work and back ) What happens when you
Fast. Simply. Fead.T In her words:

= I leamed more tath by simply reading thronzh the Bible

= Reading the Bible through changed my whole year even though [ panticipated
actively only 35 days. The blessings comtinusd far past the scmial challenge.

= Eeading the Bible through chanzad miy thoughts becsuse the Bible was al-
wavs fresh on ooy mind

» The daily reading remwindead me of the Bible's relevance fo my life and how it
conmected o daily simations.

= (7o cleared moy schedule, {canceling a whole semester of classes in a mnsic
program), to provide more time to read His Word

= I realized that reading throngh the Bible was s0 dosble and simpls. God gave
me the strength to make it throagh.

= IT'wonld do it apam becanse I see the benefits, how meaningful it is to life, and
how God hopors the reading of His Word.

How o start: Bead an article snch as the followmg one which descoribes, in a
light-hearted way, the possibilities of reading the Bible Written by 3 doctor who
wanted to binge-read the Bible and succeeded. it is full of tips snd encoursgement
2z well as the benefits of simply reading the Bible through. hitp:/‘rooedtinking.
com 201 7010 how-many-days-would-it-rake-to-resd-straight-through-the-hi-
el Or, join a Facebook group such as the following: hitps:wwamar fac ebook com’
groupsreadimuthtogether’ They will encourage and wwge you on to; Fust. Stmply.
Fead the Bible throuzh Enow this:

= that God will smike om you;

= that you will be chanzed;

= and that the door o 3 new world filled with the God Whe created you will
beckon you in.

Blessings on your journey!

Afariene Houk is @ repular confributor to Blue Ridge Chriztion News. Her passion
i fo defve deeply inte the fruths gf Bible women and fo discuss those in Bible

Srudies called Backstage Pass fo Bible Women. 5he and her hushand discover joy,
nuriure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehouki@bellsouth. net

Bt my heart stamdath in awe gf thy

Fnr your many s::ies
there's '~

AT HIHE BUHHE:S UFE PO B PORT &

BURMSWILLE -
(828)682-2325 NEEEDI:IIWQEE
SPRUCE PIMNE

(828)765-2790

NEWLAND A
(828)733-9500 ! I -

MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE R E N T
(895)346-4202 sassociates

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com
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Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

www. brenews. com
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TRUTH AND GRACE FOUND HERE.

Have you experienced EBilly Graham® 1L.20C-acre mountain retreat? Come to The Covs in Ashewville and
immerse yoursel in life~changing seminars led by rencemned EBible teachers. From our chanmming inns
and delicic isine to winding walking trai rerything hers 1z designed to = ]

’ . s ; “Haar what
help vou rest and find lasting spiritual gronsth. Thers iz no chargs for zeminars

. ad the Lerd

in 2012, (Material. food, and lodging fee: apply) will speal”
FOR DETAILS, VISIT THECOVE.ORG OR CALL 228-F71-4800, —ESALH ES:, HESY

i i rp 2 B G e angm N dEncmsan n u n |_E' m [ BR -
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Suffering. .. Hope's Distant Cousin

By Jerry Lewis
MeDawell County

“m-i]:-ii_.'l' and Palliative Care
Of the Blue Ridge

B Thrift Store

(One of the Area’s Largest Thrift Stores
For God alone, O wmy seul, wait in silence. Why? For "r 'h"g Thrgﬂ

nry hope is from him As I am writing this the forecast s calling for snow tomaor- Lﬂr:atedmledger N.C
row. I hope it snows—1 really do! That idea of hope is not what David means hare. .
We offer a huge selection of :

Mdost of the time we nse the word hope for “wish™ I wish it wounld snow toomor-

row. I wish the Panthers wonld win. Iwish...

Biblical hope is far more than a wish. Biblical hope is the sure promise of 3 i 1
g e = Furniture @tlﬂues Books Art Clntl?mg

Home Furnishings Jewelry Electronics

Thergfore, zince we e bean juziffied by finth, we e peace with God

through our Lord Jezus Christ. Through kim we have alio obigined access by

faith inta this grace in which we stand, and we rgjoice in hope of the giory af God. And much, much more
Not only that, but we pgioice in our wyfferines, buowing that syfferig produces

endurance, and endurance produces character, and charactar produces hape,
anid hope does nof put us fo shame, becaquze God & love has been poured into our
hagrts through the Holy Spirit who has been given fo uz. (Fomans 5:1-5)

Panl tells the balievers in Fome that they can rejoice m sufferings. WhyT Panl
isn't advocating an emotionless response o the very real pain of life. 1o! Rejoic-
ing in suffermg is possible for the same reason 2 mother endures the pain of ghv-
ing birth to a child: the of holding that child i her arms 3z 3 newbom. Cor
comes throngh waiting mmd soffering.

Suffermg initistes 3 domino effect: snffering produces endurance, endurance
produces character, and character prodwces hope. Hops srows best i the sodl of
suffering Motice the distance betaeen suffering and hope. Suffering is followed
by endurance (which takes time). Endurance is followed by character (which is
Tt over time). Character produces hops.

For some of you this has been the worst year of your life. Your suffering is so
intense that hope seems a distant dream, a far-flung idea. Don’t despair. Hope is
coming! Endure—don’t quit!

Dravid writes: He only is mry rock and my salvation, my foroess; T shall motr ba
shaken. On Crod rests my salvation and my glory; sy mighty rock, my reflige iz
Giod. Teday, lean in on God. Wair oo him—guieten vourself before him. He is your
refoge, your safe place. . your hope.

Jurry Lawiz is Semior Pastor af Grace Commumily Church in Marfon.

For God alome, O my sowl, wait in silence,_for my
hope i from kim. He only = sy rock and my sahvation,
my fortress; I shall not be chaken. On Grod rests my sal-
vation and my glory; my mighty rock, sy rgfliee it God
(Fsalm §2:5-7 B5V)

Closed on Sunday & Monday Open Tuesday
thru Fnday 9:00-4:30, Saturday 9:00-12:30

A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE!

828-682-9675 HONORS elite
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

“ALL the Saints”
By Shawn Thoomas
Burke Coungy

“For this reason, I foo, having heard gf the finith in the
Lord Josus which erizis among yvou and your love for all the
zints .. ” (Ephesians 1:15)

The smallest little words in scophure can sometimes have

the biggest impact — if we are paying aftention o them!

Such is the case here in Ephesians 1:15, where Paul com-

mends the faith that the Ephesians have i Jesus, and their love for “all” the
sEings.”

That word “all™ is vital — and potentally very coovicting. He does MOT say
that he gives thanks to God becanse of their lowve for “some™ of the samts. Or for
their “favorite™ samts. Wo, he thanks God becanse he has heard of their love for
“ATL" of the samts That is surely a matter for our reflection.

Diz you have a8 love for “all” of the saimts? A of us who are penninedy Chiis-
fians can say that we love “some™ of the saints: that person i church whao abaays
says something encouraging tons; or the swest litle senior adult we are jost
draom to. There is the pastor or staff member who means so mmach to ns; the
teacher or disciple who has invested in us; the bosom friend in the chorch whom
we just could not do withowt. We can mmoly sav that we love them.

But lowve for these spectal favorites m the chmrch is not what the Lord com-
mands kere. He says love for “ALL"™ the saints. As ooy old Sonday School teacher
said of scopiure, “all means all™ We are to love “ALL" the saimts:

— Hot just “some;” “all”™

— Mot just your fawvorites; “all™!

— Mot thoze who are like you; “all™

— Mot the ones in your Little group; “all™

“AN" means “all™! The lowd person. The disagresable person. The different par-
son The smelly person. The uply persom. That
one that you ae not just immmediately drawn to
in the church. “Al0L™

Becanse our kove as God’s people, is to
reflect His onm love: “For God to loved THE
WORLD that He gave Hir only begotien Son. ™
o, like Him, we ate to love them “all.”

For whom might vou need to pray today, that
Grod wronld give yon His lowe, that it may be
said that, like Him youn lowve “ALL the saings™?

Shawn Thomas is Semior Pasror af Plegsant Ridee Baphst Church in Morsanion.

Hiz mezsazes and devofionals are available af www shmwnethomas. com
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The Rotary of Spruce Pine

Women of Rotary
By Doug Sudduth
Mirchell County

Until 1989 Fotary chib membership was for males only.
Im 1978, a California clob mvited three wornen to join
which led to 3 lawswit azainst Rotary International claiming
8 violation of state civil rights law that prevents discriminas-
tion. I 1987 the 175 Supreme Court upheld the state court
decision and in 1939, the change was made by Fotary Inter-
natonal fo eliminate the “male only™ provision for all of Botary:

j
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ROTARY
CLUB
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R.Lrh Greene, Angie Famce, Carole Arthurs, Janie DeFos, Ting White, Robin

Buchanan, Cingy Lindsey and Elaime Parchal

Doug Swdduth is the Pubiic Relaton: Officer for the Spruce Ping Rotary Club.
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Evinrude/BRF Supports
Mitchell County 4-H
Robotics Program
By Kim Slomick
Afiichell County

Litchell County 4-H is excited to bave Evinmide BEP az a
sponsor of the 4-H Fobotics Program. In 2014 EvinmdsBEP
sponsored the starmp of 3 high school level robotics compe-
tition team also calied BEP (Beyond the Feahn of Probabilities). The program
currently kas four Jr. Fobotics, two middle school level, and one high school level
robotics competition teams throughont the county. These teams are led by nine
adult volunteers that puide each team through discovery, research, presentations,
and robot engineering to compete in FIRST (For Inspiration and Becognition of
Srience and Technology) robotics competitions in our region and at the state lewel.

Conpfinued sapport by sponsors like EvinmudeBEP and the invalusble time of
the adult volunteers has halped Mitchsll Coumfy 4-H to offer oppormnities in ro-
botics. Bvinmde BRF fesls the Robotics Program will beanefit our commmanity by
Zeneraing interest m technol-
ozy, Information Technology,
Faobotics, and Engineering. They
believe it will belp keep talent
and professionals in our area
and help create possible, fvhore
Evinmde BEF employess!

In fact, FIRST LEGD

Leamae (FLL) team #32483,
Mesn Green I BGO Machine

recently competsd in an FLL
State Chaalifier tournament beld
in Statesville on Wovember
18¢h. This rookie team demon-
sitated outstanding team work
a place in the upconing state
competition beimg held at Morth
Carolina A& T State University
in Greenshors on Jan, 20, 2018,
This brand-new team of 4th
graders; Riley Silver, Barrett Plot-
ter, Troy (Gouge, Bransen Pittman,
and Ajay Frishes placed Tth out of
34 teams in the robot zame during
Tl

FIEST Tech Challengs (FT'C) team
#3147, Beyond the Fealm of Prob-

ahilities, will be competing in an
FTC (malifier on Jamary 13, 2018 in
Asheville. The four Jr Robotics teams
will be atending a FIRST Expo at UNCA i March of 2018.

Thank youn to all the supporters, past and present; United Way of Mitchell
County, The Phillips Foundation, THM, the Cusrtz Corporation and Bvinmde!
BRP For more information on the robotics proeram and other 4-H programs,
please call the Cooperative Extension office at 828 6884811,

Kim Slotmick is 4-H Program dssistant for the NC Cooperaine Extension-Mifch-
ell Courtly Clenter; you may contact her at kim_slomick@ncsu. edu.
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General Dentistry for the Family

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting New Patients « Insurance Flled For You

Monday - Thursday 8-5 o
o v ) -

Friday 8-2
(828) 433-1223
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 2B655

Offered

24 tlour Nursing
Pain and aymptom Managgment
Physician and FNP Visits
Respiratory Therapy
Chaplains
Social Workers
Bergavement Counsglor
Wound Carg Spgeialist
Voluntggrs

(828)-765-5677

ogrvie

( Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge 2
3| would like to wish you and your family love, 3, T2
\!, hope and peace throughout the New Year. A

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OB and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your
family before and
after yvour delivery.

Call today to
schedule an

appointment!

MOUNTAIN COMMUMNMITY
HEALTH PARTMNERSHIR

Providing prenatal and family care
for more than 70 yearst

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Celo
675-4116

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Bakersville |

G88-2104

www. bremews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Catawha River Bapfist Association

11-CRBA Prayer (@ Morganton City Square (@ 12
13—WMU Plamming Meeting (@ High Peak (@ 9 am.
14-5.5. Mentoring (@ East Valdese (@) 6 p.m.
20-Evangelism Training with Don Sunshine (@ ColdhA

CGreat Hope Seventh-Day Adventist Church
"Eating You Alive" movie, T:00 pm at the Old Fock School, Waldensisn Foom
i Valdese. "Eating Yon Aliwe” iz 8 comprabensive look into why we are so sick,
who is profiting and who is mking the "hit". It brings together evidence-based
sCience, expert testimony and mspirational stomes of people who kave reversed
disesse and discowered the tmth sbout how a Whole Food, Plant-based lifestyle
can address and solve some of our world's most current crisis. Love offering
taken. This is provided by vour friends at the Great Hope Seventh-day Adventist
Chrch. Cuestions? 82E-334-0084

Beversing Dizbetes classes (for preventing, also) start up again Jamaary 15 and
zo each Mondsy evening through Febmary 19, &:00 pm in the Waldensian Fioom
of the Old Rock School. The classes are powerfully effective and eye-ppening,
bt we offer them to yon free Pre-registration is necessary by calling §28-334-
0084 Invite family and friends This is prowided by vour friends at the Grest Hope
Seventh-day Adventist Chuarch

Alorganton Seventh-day Adventist-Burle Connty

Blood Pressure Checks - The Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church will be
providing Blood Pressure Checks on Satarday, Janmary &th., fom 9230 2m, untl
10:00 3. m We would like to Invite everyone o also stay for Sabbath School, Wor-
ship Service and Kid's Chuoch at 11200 a.m |, and fellowship dinner inmmediately
following. Morganton SDA is located at 2187 JTamestown Foad, Morganton, B.C.

Vamety Show & Dinner to benefit the Silver Creek Adventist School will take
place on Samrday, January 27th. Dinmer starts 5t 630 pom. followed by the show
gt 700 pm SCAS is locsted zt 2195 Tamestowm Boad, Morganton, BLC.

For more information, pleass call the school at 828-384-3010.

God's Closet - Morganton FREE Shop Day will t2ke place on Fridsy, Febmary
2, 2018, froen 8200 2 m, vmil 1200 pom, &t the Morganton Seventh-dsy Adventist
Clharch, 2187 Jamestown Foad, Morzanton, W.C. Thers will be FREE children's
clothing, shoes and bedding. Mo dooumentation required. We do ask that all shop-
pers pay & 51 entmy fea.

God's Closet - Morganton is a non-profit organization that will offer FREE
clothing to parents and ( or gnardians of children ages O to 18 years of age. If
youL or someons you know is in need of children's clothing and / or would like to
donate and zet involved please see the following contact information. We ask thar
everyone be in prayer for the new God's Closst - Morganton ministry that it will
be a blessing to others in cur Burke Connty commumity.

God's Closet - Morganton

Phone - B28-244-3876

E-Mzil - morgantonimgodscloset.com

Welbsite - wangodscloset com

Facebook Page - God's Closet - Morgaoion

@GodsClosethMorzanton

After wisiting the God's Closet - Morganion Facebook Page please Like and Share
with your froends!

Teowm of Valdese Commmmity Affairs & Tourizm
mangi/Fvaldesenc gov | 828-E70-2120 | visitvaldese com

Old Colooy Players, Inc. is a performing ars and commuonity theatre company
operating since 1935 in the Town of Valdese, Morth Carolina. It was incorporated
in 1967 as a non-profit organization. In 2017, OCP celebrated the 50th consecn-
five season of producing the outdoor drama “From This Day Forward ™ The
drama talls the story of the Waldenses, a people from the area knoam as the Cot-
fian Alps in Northemn Italy near the French border, and the foumders of the Town
of Valdese. It is the fourth longest mnming cutdoor drama in Morth Carolina.
CHCP produces community theaire performances thronzhont the year, staged in the
rencvated O1d Fock School Anditoriam.

The 0d Colony Players, Inc. Board of Directors 15 seeking gqualified candidstes
for the foll-time positton of General Manager The ideal candidate shonld have
Enowledze and experience with non-profit organirations, fondraizsing. business
and financial skills, personnel manazement, and kave a passion for the arts. The
position entails woluntesr and commmities development, slong with communnity
relaftons. The candidate should have srone compminication skills and the abiliny
o work well in 3 team.

Interested candidates can lesm more abont the OCP General Manager posi-
fion by wisiting the website oldcolomyplayers.com. For more infonmation please
contact the Valdese Commmnity Affairs office at 828-879-2120.

MicTrowell Coamniy

Cross Unifed Methodist Chorch

2477 Shanng Food Paniry at Cross United Methodist Charch in Maron The food
iz awvailable for snyone in the county who Is in need and is avzilsble 24 hours a
dary. 7 days 5 week with no guestions asked We do ask however that yon take
oaly what you need so items will be left for others who may be in need The
chuoch is locatad at 85 West Cross Streef in Maron just past Blue Fides Temace

Apariments in the Cross Mill Convmwnity. Donations of non perishshle fopd items
and pently nsed blankets are very pmnch needed and can be dropped off at the pan-
try site or yon may call 828-442-B0908 or 828-460-9257_ If vou would like to make
& maonetary donation meke checks payable to Cross United Methodist Chorch cfo
of Susan Gossett, 66 Willis Dove, Manon, I.C. 283752, Your confimeed prayers
for this outresch minisiry are very mmuch appreciated!

Grace Community Church—

Mew Prayer Line Laimches in Maron, Morth Caroling - James 5:16 says “The
prayer of a ighteous man is powerfl aod effectve " A I Gordon szid, ““You can
do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray unal
you have prayed.” Churches in McDowell County believe God’s Word and azree
with A T Gordon That's why they have lannched §52-FRAY a prayer line where
people can call anyiime lesve 8 meszaze and know that chorches i McDoarel]
Ciounty will be praying for them. Here's how &t works. The prayer line (§59-
PEAY) is housed at Freedom Life hmismies (freedomlifsministmes orz). Each
day prayer requests will be sent to 25 parmerning charches in McDowell County
who will immnediately send those requests to prayer wamors in their chnrches
who will pray for them. The effect is knowing that your prayer request is covered
dazily by hundreds of people across MrcDowell County. §59-PEAY will begin on
September 1. Between now and then please ask your pastor if your church is
imvolved. If not, encourage your leaders to reach ot and get on board. For more
information, please call Fobin at (828) 724-258%. — Contact: Chris Allison Cell
Phone: B2E-550-7312 E-Mail: chris(@rocketsleddesizn com.

We will be taking 3 zroup fo Ecuador in Jone of 2013 to help with constroc-
ton, medical sssessments and support for woonen and children The cost s $1500
(more info to come). I you are interested email:robings eraceforall org

Mitchell Connty

Al Saints of America Orthodoz—

On Satrdsys beginning in fune All Samts of America Orthodox MMission will
be having Divine Limrgy at the meeting hall located st Trinity Episcopal Church,
15 Hemlock Axe, Spruce Pine, WC 28777, The Litnrgy will be served weekly on
Samrdays at 11:00 AWM. Fr Sweven Webb, the priest appointed fo serve the new
mission, will be officiating. While All Szints of America Orthodox Mission is a
part of the Fussisn Orthodox Church, all sesvices are performed in the English
language.

Bear Creek Bapfist Church-Ledzer
Celebrate Recovery

This iz a Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hope snd help for men,
women snd families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wise(g
3850041

There will be a meeting every Thursday night with someone there to talk o
men, wormen, and their families

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Pine

Calvary Chapel Charch in Ashewille is sponsoring 3 home fallowship and Bible

Study in Sproce Pine. The fellowship is held on Thorsday evenings at 7:00pm at
7% Saan Dr. (Estatoe sres—off Brushy Creek Fd). Call John Jackson 760-T93-

3790 for information and directions. And bring your Bihle.

Support Group Fer Caregivers Of Those Widh Memary Loss

To Hold Meetings The First Friday Of Each Month From 1-3FM

Care & Share, a mewly-fommed support group for caregivers of loved omes who
have memory loss, will hold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice & Pal-
Liative Care of the Blne Bidge 236 Hospital Dr i Spmce Pine, from 1200 PR
o 3:00 P High Country Caregiver Foundation welcomes and enconrazes all
caregivers to attend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can quickly become ex-
henasted. oeumatized  and isolated snd this new group mtends o provide support,
friendship. education nformation and referrals for caresivers. Monthly mestings
hald on the first Pridsy of each month will offer refreshments and fellowrship.
There will be opporiunities for caregivers to fell their stores, leam nseful fps,
irade mformation, and give and gain support to ofhers in the same sitzation.

For farther information about the group aod the mesting please contact Suzanne
Bussell at (714) §14-5867 or Janet Ouzts at joatonzts@yaboo.com.

Aitchell County Baphist As=ociation

Mitchell Assocation has volunteered to be a drop-off point for charches to bring
in their old materisl, bibles and Liferamre to be wsed by the organizstion “Love
Packapes ™ This material will be picked np on 3 regular basis.

For more mformation on this arganization. please go to lovepacksges org. Their
purpose from the beginning has been to equip and strengthen the Church overseas.
They are enabling missionaries and workers around the world fo reach the lost,
plant churches, rain leaders, disciple believers and serve the poor.

The office has a list of what can be nsed.

Good News Clubs—0Onr Good Mews Clubs are going swong in Deyvion Elemen-
rary in Spruce Pine and Gouge Elementary in Bakersville, At Deyion, 8 weach-
ers and 34 smdents are enrolled. Four students have been gloriously saved. At
Gouge, § teachers and 14 stmdents are engolled. We are in the process of staming &
Good Wews Chib st snother school in January.  Fequests confinge to be finances
o confmme this ministry, volunteers that are willing to train and teach and thst
each child invohred will hear and 1mderstand the Gospel.
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Alitchell County Chamber

Spmce Pine Farmer's Market Finds Wew Home

We have 3 new winter locztion for the market!!

We will be af the comnmnity reom of Sprace Pine Main Smeet at 167 Locust
sireat. We will be inside from 12-4pm on Jamary §th. This will be our winter
location the 1st Saturday of the month from Japeary 6ll April Come shop local
with ws.

Job Opening

Penland is hinng a Director of Operatons!

The Director of Cperations is 3 cenmal manzspement position that will work close-
by with pew direcior kiia Hall and Penland's talented staff to ensure the smooth
comnumnications and day-to-day operstion of the school.
Applications will be reviewed starting Tanuary 16. Please share this post with
anyone who might be 2 pood fit for this leadership role in cor commumiry:

Tipton Hill Commumity Foundation (Tipton Hill) —

Country Breakfast, the first Saturday each moanth, 7:30 — 1030 am_ at the old
Methodist Charch, across from Jemy's Store. Come join us for homemade san-
sape, scrambled egEs, gravy, jellies, fuice and coffee. Eat in or fzke-out, 21l fionds
support the Tipton Hill Community Foundation.

Wiomen's PFraver Breakfast-

If wou wionld like to join 3 group of women who are dedicared to praying, leam-

g shout God's will, and fallowshipping. come jom s for breakfast at DT s m
Spmce Pime. We will be ending by 10:00am. Open to all-for more information
call Barbara Harrell at E2E-457-3644 or email at barbarah/@brcnews. com. Jamu-

ary mesfing is on the 12th
Yancey County

Task Force for Substance Abute-

Good momming Task Foroe members! Hope you all are domg well and looking
forward 1o the holidays!

This is 3 renunder of our next Task Force meeting which is JTamaary Sth &t
noon in the Yancey County Library. Please mark your calendars now before the
holidays!

Thank yon and I bope to see vou in the Wew Yeaar!

Yancey County AMeals on Wheels (Burnsville) —

Viohmteers neaded to deliver meals to Yancey County shai-ins, any weskday,
10:30 am - noon. If yon would like to vohmteer, plesse call the Yancey Coumty
Senior Center a1 828-682-8011.

Afayland Community College
GROW Your Farm Busimess!
Sign up todsy for one or all of these area focused agnbusinsss and famming
classes:
* How to Make BMoney Selling st 8 Farmer's Rarker 1,32
= Farm Business Cheacklist 120
= Growing and Selling MMountain RMedicimals 275
» Farm Besources Yoo Should Fnoar 2012
= How o be Profitable in the Livestock Business 2119
= Farm Business Mindsat 2725

Thesa FREE classes will be beld at the Mayland Spruce Pins Campus starting
Monday, 12272018 and will go from §-8pm. Sponsored by the MC Cooperatve
Extension and Mayland Compnmnty College Small Bsness Center, For more
information or to register call Allen Cook at (828) T66-1205.

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebnate Recovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

Mountaineer Pawn Shop

12513 8. 226 Hwy. *» Spruce Pine, NC
(828)765-7651

VALENTINE SPECLAL ON JEWELRY
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As part of our spreading “Good News”,
we have provided these pages for informa-
tion for vour organization or church that
would be of interest to the public. I send
out reminders in a group email to remind
those of youn who have requested it, or used
this service regularly. If you wish to be
added to the email please email me at bar-
barah(@brcnews.com. One of the things
any of vou using this service needs
to remember is that we publish only once
a month and the info has to be submitted
a month ahead. When sending info please
send to my email: barbarah{@brcnews.
com.

A great way to get your meeting dates,
events, and other info to the public.

warw. brenews com
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A (aring Partner at Home

When Florence was unable te live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-cloch caregiver. When
her medical needs became toe much fer one person te handle,
the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensurad

that beth Flerence and Marcy’s physical, social and spiritual
needs were being met.

. .1

( EarePartners

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE

MCDOWELL

Exceptional Care. Every Day.

(628) 659-T068
carepartners.org

.4

"Tis the season
for savings,

.l

“Committed to Excellence since 191%°

The holidays are 2 very special fime for everyone at
of our woenderful conmmmity and some very special elves,
our ministry was blessed to distobute over 150 Senior
Santa bags and treat bags for some very specizl individnals.
BUCHM also had the privilege of hostinez an BEvening with
Santa and a Polar Express night especially for our cldldren. A big thank you for
everyane involved, especially Tem, Chef Carl, our staff amd all of our soup Eitchen
TERmE.

BUCA is mmby blessed fo have the greatest voluntesrs ever. Our soup kitchen
tesms prepare home cooked meals every day, our food hanesters collect food from
U SpONSaring Srocery sfores and restanrants, our pantry workers assist our clients
when they shop and then stock the shelves, the clothing store volunteers halp sort,
price stock and sell clothes and our clothing closet volunteers help stock the closst
ami assist clients and the homeless with their shopping. The majority of our volun-
tesrs work approximately four hoars per week. I would enconrage amyone wio has
2 lintle tme o assist others, consider coming by BUCK and talk with our volonteer
copordinator, Elizabeth Momis or me sbout the many opporunites that ares svailshle.
Just email us at bucmdirectora gomail com, call (828) 233-8073 or come by and
visit. We muly believe that “Vohmteers are the only buman beings on the face of the
earth who refiect this nation's conipas-

Looking back, 2017 has been 3 maly
outstanding year at BUCK With the
support of our sustzining churches,
staff the neads of many kave bepn met |
Almost 63,000 meals were sarved in
the soup kitchen, about 700,000 Ibs. of |
fond was distiboted in our food panry
amd over 100,000 o our mobile pan-
mies, over 1,000 clients were assisted n
our clothing closet snd ower D000 cli-
ents were provided with some type of
crisis assictanee. Also, the mawy food
amd clothing drives in 2017 have boen
instrumenits] in allowing ns to mindster
o our clients. A big thanks to schools,
clubs, churches, nsineszes, and others
that assisted with these drives. With
mewnfﬂnHﬂMﬂ{mﬂas

The mccesses of 2017 have mofivat-
ed BUCH to expand our minksiry for
2018, The need for education advance- (@ e
ment is & need for meny we work with S
at BUCM. Becsuse of 8 very zenerous [
donation from the enployess of Tames
Tool and principal ovwmner, Jeff Toner, 8 computer lab and education respurce roopm
will be establiched at the Burke hizzion Station. The Mull Foundstion has also pro-
vided fimding for sechnology upgrades. With this new comyputer 1ab and the support
of Western Piedmont Commnmity Colleme, the Buorke United Christian Mimistries
will be offering GED and ESL classes for anyone m our comnmmity who need them
Cror vision for the fismre for the computer 1ab will be to also offer evening and sum-
mer tutoring for our younger clients provide clients the oppormmity to take onkine
college classes, provide job skills traiming and bodgeting classes, and provide clients
access o job vacances. By workime closaly with the Conummity Foundation of
Burke County, cooking classes, nwirition classes and food preservation classes wall
be offered. We have besen able to purchase a pickup trock with a grant from the
Huffimen-Comwell Foundation to harvest fresh produce that will be nsed in the food
classes. BUCH maly beleves that education is the key 1o enhancing the quality of
life for our clients.

The Burke United Christian bimismies” facility will also be gering a facelidft
20138, With fimding from the Compmmity Foumdstion of Burke Coumty and the
Postan Foundation sn awning has been placed st the food pantry to allow clients
to move food to their vehicles out of meberment westher Changes are also being
planned to expand the food pantry snd create a new weloome center With a srant

3 Fi md 3 -
5;?;:;5-;‘:;1 FUHTHEH M-ﬂl from the Cannon Foundation, the plan is to move our pantry to the old clothes sort-
ing area and comvert fhe cument paniny o 3 welcome center and meating space for
§28.482.2147 BI8.598. 4144 uperade our sonp kifchen in order to better serve our clemnts.
e These uperades and enhancements provided by our commnnity will be instma-
S n mental in supporting those we serve inbo the fistore. With contineed support,
encouragement and prayers of the supporters of BUCH the furmre looks wery bright.
LIFE - HOME » CAR - BUSINESS Mﬂ-mﬂf My God richly bless you in this new year
INSURANCE David Burieson is Director qf Burke United Christian Ministris
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Enjoying Everyday Life

Living Amazed by God Every Day
By Jovree Meyer

Tuszed to be one of the most negatve people I knew. My
mtte was, “If I dom’t expect anything zood to happen,
then T won't be disappointed when it doesn't™

However, God's way of seeing things is just the oppo-
gite! He wants us to live our lives filled with hope, expect-
mpg Him to do something preat at amy moment

What is hope? Ome definition of hope is “a favorable and confident expecta-
uml..?

It's a positdve attinde and the happy anticipation that something good is going
o happsn.

Real kope is not a wishy-washy, vagme “let’s just wait and see what happens™
arimde, tat it's believing and tusting that what God promised. He will do. God
is just lpoking for oppornities to be good o His children snd He wants us to
expect and look fororard to 5!

The Bible says that hope is the anchor of our soul (see Hebrews §:19). When
things lpok dark and we don't have an answer, that's when bope kicks m o re-
mind us that our new begimimg iz ight aroumd the corner.

For ingtance. when it looks like everviody elze is perting blessed and we're
nmdandtaﬂ!ikeg;mngup it"s hope that steadies our keart and helps us hold on
to our faith in God's promise.

In 1 Thessalonians 5.5, hope is described as a belmet. So, what we think st
be prety impontant. Our attitnde and wiat we're expecting has everything to do
with what we’re thinking and saying!

I encourage you to take comtrol of vour thoughts and words first thing every
moming. When vou wake up in the morning, don't sefile for thoughts like Well, T
guess I'lL iy to make it through another day.

Instead, anficipate good things from God. Think and declare things like:

“rod, thank You for this day! T knoew that You love me and You have 3 good
plan for me today. Apart from Yoo, I can do nothing, but in Christ, T can do
whatever I need to do. And with YWour help. Tam mping to have a good atitode and
positive thoughts.™

Then expect your breakthrough and new bezinning. Say,
day!™

It's important to realize that we can't live by how we fesl if we want to have
a positive, hope-filled life. When negative feelings come, if we don’t give m fo
them and feed them, they will die.

S, don't allow vourself to get caught n the rap of wainng to feel hopefal, bt
mstead, decide to be fnll of hope. When vou make a conscious decision o think
positive, faith-filled thoughis thronzhont the day, your feelings will eventually
catch up with your decision!

God's Fast Waiting to Amaze Vou

Several vears amo, I asked the Lord, “Why don't I have exciting. special things
happen in Doy life apymore ™

God spoke to my heart and szid, “Joyce, I still do those things &l the time. Yo
have just gotten used o it.”

You see, God wants us to live amazed by His goodness in our lives.. to actively
take notice of the muly wonderfil things He does for us. Why? Because when we
live amazed, we will never be without hope! Let’s look ar the story of Abraham ..

God had blessed Abraham
atndantly. However, there was  [S8
one thing that he and his wife,
Sarah, didn’t have—a child.
Abrsham said, *'. Lord God,
what reward will Yo give me,
since [ am [leaving this world)
childisss. 7"

“dnd the Lord brought 4bram
outside [hiz fent into the night]
and said, "Look now toward the
hamvens and count the stars—if
you are able to cournt .
Then Ha said fo him, "So -
merous] shall your descendants be ™' (Genesis 15:2 5 AMEP)

Althongh Abraham's circumstances looked hopelesz, the Lord brought him ot
of hiz tent to amaze him and remingd bim that He can do the impossibla

I helipve we can spend too much time “in cur tent.” looking at our own prob-
lerns. That's winy the Bible savs to look away from all that will distract unto Jesus,
the Anthor and Finisker of our faith (see Hebrews 12:2)

Every mune we decide o pray, read God’s Word or simply dwell oo the great
things He has done for us in the past, it produces hope. And like Abraham we
spon bepin thinking, Wow, maybe He can do this for me!

When times ate tough and you feel discouraged, it's e to step ontside the
tent and see what God has o say. When you do, you'll find that He is just waiting
00 SINATE YL

“Today could be the

Jovee Meyver iz a New York Iimes bestralling author and foumder of Jovee Meper
Mimiztries, Inc. She has authered more than 100 boolks, including Baitlefield of
the Mind and Cverload: How to Uspiug, Uneind and Unleash Tourself from the
Pressure qf Stress (Hachette). She hosts the Exjoyime Everyday Life radio and TT
programs, whick air on hundreds of stafions worldhwide. For mone jformation,
VESTE WM OVCETHE ar arg.

Remamber ye nor che former things, netther consider the things of
old. Isaiah 43:18-19

Charis Children’s Foundation (CCF)

Updates

Jobn and Steph Limongello
Mirchell and Tancey County

Smce God laid it on the bearts of Founders John and
Stephynia Limongello to abide by His command 1o care
for the crphans by begin-
ning & children’s foster
commnanity, much has
happened My wife and I
know our wision is very
hig bt we have a mighty big God which gives
us the streneth and ability to press forward. We
contimie te be excited and in aore of God as we
cam sea Crod bringing the right people at the right
fime o us. We can ses His fingerprints in this as
the framewark for the Charis Children’s Founds-
fon is being built

GHA'EIS

il B G OO
Updates:
= CCF has obtained $01c3 approval this past Movember by the IR i only 10
business days.
= The honse we are donating for OCF to use has been vacated by tenant and bids
are being obtained for the needed renovations.
= An anomymous donor provided the fee to obtam a survey of the CCF property.
= We have been blezsed by a8 busmess donating all of our printed materials up to
= An extremesly talented business person has donated their ime i devising 3 busi-
ness plan with ns.
= CCF held 3 mest and greet at the Bridze church in Spruce Pime this past Wovem-
ber, Char first opporhmity to meet the comomnity i person and share our vison.
The mest and greet was recorded and is viewable on our Facebook page.
= We have had preliminary mestings with possible fimding scurces for the clinic
which is the first phase of our vision.
= CCF had the oppornmity to join with a local church and aid 3 new famiky in
need. Helping families stay together has been part :-fnmmsmnfmmﬂehegm—
ning and the foumdation of family
restoration services has been set.
Cumrentiy we have begun a Bespite
Care Program for foster parents. Vol-
unteers are needad! People who have a
haart to spend tinee with foster children
3-E hours are needed. This will allow
foster parents 2 mnch needed rest.
“olontesrs mnst complete approx. B
hour fraiming and be able to pass back-
sroumd/dmg tests e
This coming Janwary: We are having
2 catered fondraizer Tannary 27, 2018 at the Bumswville Town Center from §-8PRL
Advance tickets are needed 52000 per person, please call Tohn 828-467-5485 to
reserve tickeis. This is a catered, event with 3 mini concert, a chance to meet our
board hear our vision and learn how vou can parmer with CCF. We are asking fior
businesses and individuals to consider sponsoring the Tamnary fimdraiser event
Your support is zeeded to aid this vision in comimg o fmition. I would fike to
ask yvou to plezse consider parmernng with us.
Founders John and Stephymia Limongello can be contacted at §28-3867-5485,
charizchildrensfoundationizemail com, Facebook- Charis Children's Foundation
and hitps:www pofundree comfcharischildrensfoumdation

L s TR

John gnd Steplnia Limongello reside in Burnaville, NC. They were mumrried

in 2009 and kave two beauful youme bays, Jokn David and Daniel. Jokn was
raized in Noew Jersay. He has eqrmed hiz Bachelor § and Masters in Social Work,
Stepinmia war raized in Yancey County, NC and works a5 a Nurse Praciiioner
They attend the Bridee Church of WNC. 1Tew our video and domgie at hftps .Y
win gofundme comcharischildrengfumdation.  Contact af charizchildrengfoun-
dation[@gmail.com. Facebook: Chariz Children T Foundarion and The Charis
Frogect: Live It Out. Call §28-447-34583 for more information.

Freedom Life Enterprises:
* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » B28-559-2700

www. brenews.com
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

Bill to Combat Opicid Crisis

My office infroduced a bill recently that we've been working on for months: The Cpicid Abuse Determmence, Research and Fecovery
Acr, a bill to combat the rapidly spreading opicid crisis in Ametica.

The opiodd crisis has rocked the United States since the 1990"s. In thar fme, it's become widely referred o as an epidemic—or a rapid
acceleration of prescription and non-prescription dmg abuse. It's an issue that's been felt beavily neht at bome in our state—4 of the top
20 cities in America suffering from opicid abase are in Morth Carolna, imclnding the momber 1 city, Wilmington Ower 12,000 Morth
Carolinians hawe died as a result of the epidemic since 1996,

Law enforcement officials, physiciams, and treatment centers across the country have done an sdmirshle job atempimg to contain the
problem bt the epidemic has left commmmities overwhelmed as they try to address the root causes and halp rehabilitate thoss saffering
from ifs damage.

This crisis has gof to end—and 1 believe Congress has an opporiumity to lead by belping establish standards that benefit doctors, pa-
tients, and ireatment centers alike. We can beat this together.

202-225-6401 I want to thank my colleagne Jim Renacci (R-OH), the lead cosponsor on this bill, for his efforts as
wwwmesdows bouse zov  well. I'm gratefial we could inroduce this bill to begin a process of seriously addressing this crisis that
has impacted so mamy.

Chrisimas came to Team Meadows® Office
We kicked off preparations for the 2017 Chrisomas Season in Team Meadows' office! I'm grateful for

Christruas Tree Association. The trees went to military service members in Fort Benning, Georgia. Merry
Christras to all of our faithful servicemen and women aroumd the country and the slobea!

Addirionally, I want to thank two of the best in the business—Rodney Bochanan  owner of Buck's Tres
Farm in Mitchell County, and Jennifer Greene, Execnfive Director of the BT Christmas Tree Association-
-fior delivening a Christmas tree to my Hendersooville office! They are always so gracions every year and
we appreciate their fiendship and service to our comomanity.

The House and Senate have both taken buge steps forward in our years-long Eﬂ"urrtnreﬁ::rmnmnannn 5 taxcn#,andﬂle Seum;ustr{mk mﬂr&r‘mg Elzmit_WHre
abront to finally unleash the American economy by putting more money back in the hands of the hard-working Americans who eamed it.

The mernits of this bill have been well-covered: it simplifies the code for the vast majority of Americans by doubling the standard deduction and reduces rates on all
Americans while keeping popular deductions for mortgage mterest, siudent loans and charitable giving. Under the Senate bill, a family of four making the medizn fam-
ily mcome will save roughly $2,200 in taxes. And despite what you may hear, this has been an open process from the start.

This is an historic oppormnity o refonm 2 broken tax code that hasn't worked for the people of this country in years. We have a responsibility to do what vou, the
voters, sent us to Washington to do: make changes to our government so that your taxes are lower. We can do that by simplifying our incredibly complex tax system,
making sure businecses hire snd keep workers here in America, snd fmsting the American citizen with their own money. Another step closer to the President’s desk.

This week Congress has continned mowving forward on tax reform. Both the Honse snd the Senate voted to zo to a Conference Connmitiee to reconcile the differ-
ences in the bills each chamber passed. Once that process is complete. each chamber will vote to finally bring tay relief to the millions of Americans who need it

I ol keep working to ensure that our new tax code will be simpler and fajrer. I'm confident my colleapues on the Conference Cornmittes will produce a finsl refiorm
hill theat will nnleash our economy and get Americans back to work again,

As the Conference Committee completes its work, I will also remain focused on completing the Senate Select Commities on Intellipence imvestization into Fussia’s
meddiing in the 2014 elections. I've said it before —we will fmish our work once we've exhausted the list of people we need to talk fo. Car coonmittes is dedicated to
geiting this right and shaning a5 omch as we can with the American people.

NC Senate District 47

According to a recent Forbes ranking, Morth Caroling is the Best State for Business in the county. This is welcome bt not umexpect-
ed news. Over these past several years, Fepublicans in Raleizh have pursned regulatory and tax refornms and a confrelled and respon-
sible budget which hawe brought ns to this very sweet spot for recmiting and keepme indusiries in Morth Carolma This franslates to
higher levals of employment, better jobs, and increased revenne for our state.

Ag zood as this news is, [ think we can do even better by redncing occupational licensing requirements, which creste barriars 1o
work. Char state’s bardensorme licensing requirements create & negative financial effect that disproportionately impacts these who nesd
jobs the most. A white paper published by the Foundation for Govermment Accountability in October, How Occupational Licensing
Imhikits Ecomomic Oppornomity, found, not surprisingly, that lower-income individuals, young workers, military families, those with
criminal records, and would-be entreprensurs are most negatively impacted by hardensome licensing requirements.

Another white paper, Right to Work, published in Movember by the Institute of Tustice, ranked each state in three croteria; munber
of lower-income occupations requnng licensing, most burdensome licensing laws, and the degree of burden imposed by licensing
laws. Chur state licenses &7 of 102 lower-income occupations, more than the majority of other states. We rank 415t in most burden-

some licensing laws and 17th as the most broadly and cnerously Licensed stare. Opticians, for example, are required to have 912 days of Sen_ Ralph Hize
combined education and raiming, much sreater than the average of 714 days for the 21 other states that require hicenszing for opticians. :

Some ocoupations in our state have hesvier licensing requirements than occupations which are linked. to 3 greater degree. to pablic %mﬁm
health and safedy. For instance, 3 barber license requires 722 days of education and experience. while an EMT only needs 43 days of EniErE
education and experisnce.

Citizens of our state should have the mght to work m their chosen occupations without burdensome requirements and expense. Often,
they do not kave the finamcial resources or time required to fulfill extensive licensing requirements. I would like to see my constiments,
and citizens across our state, pursue the occupations they choose without the expense and burdensomme consiraints of many nonecessary
hicensing requirements. Safety and consumer interest cannot be ignored, but there are many alternatives to licensing, such as work-
place inspections and vohantary cerifications, to name a few. I will suppornt legislation that rednces or eliminates tardensoane licensing
requirentents for many eccupations. And our state will become an even better place to live and do business!

As always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hise@mcles net or call-
ing me at 919-T33-3460.
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15 Comforting Bible Verses

From Billy Graham

There are so many terrible things occupying the head-
lmes these days, it can be hard to wrap your head around
them When will the madness end?

The people whe lived in Bible fimes were no sirangers
o sirocity. But many were also well acquainted with the
character of God—a loving, protecting Father quick to
console His people. He comforted them then and comforts
105 IO
Take a few moments to seak in these passages of Scripmare and let them snstain
you in the days shead.

"The Lord is mry light and myy salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord iz the
sronghold gf my Iife; gf whom shall T be qfraid? ™
—Pralm 27:1

"It iz the Lord who goes bgfore you. He will be with you, ke will not lemee you or
Jorzake your Do no? faar or be dizsmayed. ™
—Denteronomy 318

“"Evan though I walk through the vallay gf the shadow qf death, T will fear no evil,
Jor yon are with e, your rod and your staffl they congfort me. ™

—Palm 23:4

"He zet on high thoze who are lowly, and thoze who mowrn are Ijfted to sqfen. ™
—Jok 5:11

"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his marcies never comé fo an end;
they are new @very mornme; sneat i your fimthflunazs ™

—Lamentafions 3:12-23

"Peace I laave with you; my peace I give fo yor. Not as the world gnes do I give
fo you. Let mot your hearts be roubled, neither laf tham ba qfrmd. ™

—Jokm 14:27

“od iz our rgfiee and strength, a very presant help in rouble. ™

—Prialm 4461

"Blezzed be the God and Father qf our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
amd Grod gf @il comfors. ™

—2 Corinifians 1.3

"Lt vour steadfast love congfor! me according fo your prowise to your sermant. ™
—Pralm 119:74

T have said these things fo you, that in me you may kave peace. In the world you
wiill have tribulafion. Bui fake heart: I have overcome the world ™

—Jokm 146:33

“IfIzay Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the lighit about me be nmight,
aven ithe darkness is not dark to you, the wight iz bright as the day, for darkmess is
= fghi with you. ™

—Pralm 139:11-12

“Sing for joy, O heavens, and @oult, O earth,; beeak forth, O meuntaing, info
singing! For the Lovd has compforted his people and will have compasiion on Ris
—Ismigh 42:13

"Blerzed are thoze who mourn, for they shall ba comyforted. ™

—Afgithew 5:4

"Clast your hurden on the Lord, and he will sustaim you: he will never permit the
righteous fo be moved. ™

—Pralm 55:22

"No, in all theze things we are more than conguerors through him who foved us.
For Iam sune that neither death nor iffe, nor angels nor rilers, nor things prezent
Har (RIMEs fo come, Ror powers, nor keight nor depih, nor anything «lse i all cre-
afion, will be able to separate us from the love of God i Cheist Jesws o Lowd, ™
—Romans 8:37-39

Dir you have the complete comfort thar comes only from kpowing Jesns Christ?
Begin your life with Him today.

TRAC

Announcements

By Eate Groff
Mirchell and Yancay Counfies

COMMUNITY CHOIE

The comuomnity choir will begin rebearsals on Twesday,
Jam % ar §:30 pm at the First Baptist Chuarch on the Bumsville
Sguare. All singers are welcome o attend in preparation for
the March 27 performance of the Easter portion of Handel's
Meszizh R.Eh-eccnlvh}'mﬂ lead rehearzalz. Group meets each Tuesday nnml

offset the additional costs. Mo
need to call, just come to the first
rehearsal and sign ap.

ART CONTEST
CAROLINA MOUNTAINS LITERARY FESTIVAL

13th Annmal Carelina Mountains Literary Festival is looking for original am-
work to use as the image on all publicity for the Festival on Sept 6,78, Bumsville.
Artists of all apes may create and submit a hi-res photo or a hi-res photo of 2
painting drawing, scalpture, collage, computer penerated or art m sy medinm
The art nnst be artantion prabbing and fit this year’s themea:
SUFFACE AMWD RISE
For more info, go to the website. Deadline Feb 1.

Eate Grgffis the Programs Coordingtor for the The River drec Councl,

R John's

Precision Auto Body

\y- OUT WITH THE OLD,
IN WITH THE NEW!

Trade in your old
Monitor vented
kerosene heater for a
new Toyostove and
receive up to $250.00
off the purchase price!

=
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FURNITURE § COMPANY
274 DAK EVEMUE » SPRUCE PINE, MORTH CARDUNA 78777
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Plumtree Presbyterian Church

Plumtree Team Goes to Uganda

By Pastor Fyan Bodzeo
Avary Couniy

I was lying in bed one moming in early October and
God spoke to me. He said, “T want you o go to Uzanda
before the end of this year™ The next moming, I heard
God say it azain, “T want you o g0 o Uzanda before the
end of this vear.” I bad in mind to ask teo of my friends
from chorch to go with me. I cherked the cost of the .
flights and it was around $1000 each. Immmediately after this I checked my email
and sommeane had made an online domation to our church for $3000 and 1abeled it
“missions”. That was the confimmation T needad

Cm Monday, Movember 27th Diavid Mark Gillespie, John Stevenson and [ weat
on 4 wild adventure to Uzanda, Africa We landed in Entebbe at 1020 pm Tuaes-
day, (they are § hours ahead of us) and met up with the local pastors at the sirport.
We prayed together in the parking lot, thanking God for a successful joumey there
and requesting snccess for our upLoning munistry advennoes.

We armived at the Vinetea Hotel in KKamipala close to 1 am The rooms were nice
with mmming water, showers, electricity, AC and WIFL The hotel had a conpectad
restaurant where we could order anything we liked.

Wednesday moming we meet wp with Pastor David and crew shorily after @ am.
We drove through town and exchanged money at the bank and made a few other
stops for supplies. It was a three-hour drive but with the fraffic and road conds-
tions, we probably averaged 35 miles an honar.

We armmived in Goomba around 1:30 pro. They were so excited to see us. For
many of them, it was their first ime seeing a white man. We got out of the van
and went right info the meeting. They inmoduced cur feam and we shared a Llitle
shout our journey. Then we had 3 break for lunch.

Afier hmch, I spoke on the 5 step prayer model for healing. It went well, bat
with no microphone, it was a lifile challenging Around 2 people were healed.

Afier the meeting, we went 0 3 pearby guesthonse. This one was Dot a3 nice.
The moilet was a squamy potty with no nmming watsr or shower. The smell coming
from the todlet was very bad. I kept miy bathroom door shut all mght

Thursday moming we had breskfast at Pastor Thomas' hoose around 9 AW He
Irved in a small boowe with a metal roof with one small solar panel on top. They
had no electricity or maning water. But they made ue feel right at home.

Afier breakfast, we went to deliver food and supplies (rice, beans, sugar, scap)
o five very poor widows. We prayed fﬂIEBEhﬂIlEEiﬂE_\"h.BﬂEMEi

The most notalble miracls 5
we saw that morning was
George, whom we met

glong the way. George nsed

in town. But 3 witchdoctor
placed a curse on him and

father vtroduced ns to him
he said that he was 5 mad-
man We prayed for George
and God quickly restored
him. He started speaking
o us right away. We asked '_‘
him if he kad aoy pam in
his body and be had paim in his chest and shoulder. God healed that a5 well. His
faither (a Mustim) was shocked and szid “What is George doing speaking to thess
wiite men. He hasn't spoken for over § years". Geprge then told us thar he wanted
io receiwe Christ as his personal savior. We led him to the Lord and be followed us
fo church.

We went on to the next bome and there prayed for a sweet widow who lived in
2 grass bnt. She really appreciated our gifis and prayers and she blessed us with a
big stalk of bananas and some beans. I think she zave us more then we gave her,

Char security gnard
Emanuel noticed all of
these mitacles we Were see-
ing and asked fior us o pray
for him. He was having
troukle with his vision. He
knew English premy well.

I tezzad him saying, “Yon
mean o tell me you are car-
rying around an AEA7T and ==
vyou kave bad eyesicht™ He s
langhed and said, “Yes". -
His eyes were blumy and
would sometimes water
wilen he wonld read We
praved for Emannel’s eyves and God quickly healed lim  Jobhn handed him Bandy
Clark's book, There is More and be randomly selected a page to read. To our
amazement, the paragraph be read was about a man's eves being healed. Then
Emanusl told ns that he wanted to receive Christ as iz savior. His wife had been
praving for years for him to get saved. But he was often hostile to her requests for
salvation He told ws, that hiz wife was going to be so happy. Emanne] didn’t owmn
2 Bible so John gave him his. This was all before charch started

C the way back to the church David Mark camried the hananas on his head like
2 pative. An elderly man stopped him slong the path saying that in all his life he
had never seen a white man carmying bananas on his head.

We ot to the chuarch around 11 am and worship had aslresdy begun, That

moming we had seen 5 healings and 2 salvations all before church even started.
Ag T glanced aroumd the church I saw Georze sithing there in his nght mind in the
service. [ couldn't belp but pause and thank God for this miracle.

Pastor Dravid was so moved by George's miracle that he took off his shoes and
gave them to him. Pastor David stood there oo 2 dirt floor church in his socks
becanse he had literally given the shoes nght off of his feet. He then told George
to go to his suitcase and pick out any outifit that he wanted. George did and came
back looking sharp. Pastor Jonah fook off his swit jacket and gave it o George as
well. I was overwhelmed by this display of penerpsity among such poverty. Then
to top it off they took up an offering for him  People pave George com, potatpes
and money:

After worship, I shared on Words of Enowledge for healing Several more were
healad.

On Friday we left around § am Afier a short distance, we stopped at a larze
outdoor market People were selling fuit, vegetables etc. We bought some swest
apple bananas which were very good.

Alongz the fmip, we crossed the MNile Biver on a fermry. We had to get out and pay
to cross. They gave us pieces from a cardboard box for tckets for the ride.

We armmived m the Eastern Fegion of Buyende around noon. When we pulled
up to the church everyone began to shout. The setvice began, after praise and wor-
ship, I shared the 3-step prayer meodel for healing, It went really well. There were
many healings. I asked people fo come forerard and share testimonies sbowt what
God had done for them Everyonse was so excited.

After thiz, we went back to the puest house for lanch and a break The puest-
houze didnt have running water, showers, toilets, electmicity, appliances, stc. Wa
sef up our room, and bad a rest umtil the evening cosade at § pm.

At the casade, the people and especially the children were staring at us like wa
were aliens. Many of them had never seen 3 white man. I shared from Luke 15
abont the loving Father willing to take back His prodizal son. We then had an alfar
call for salvation and bealing. Many responded and were saved and healed. After
the service, they watched the Jesns movie on a bed sheet screen. They were so
excited. For mamy, it was their first movie ever,

Saturday we left for the mornimg conference at Pastor Peter’s charch. On the
way, we stopped by and prayed for Pastor Peter's mother She was 81 years old.
She had pain m her thigh. We prayed for her and the pain totally left. She was
shincked and very happy that the pam was gone.

Thers wers & lot of children outside. We noticed a girl (named Fose) there
with a shriveled hand. Her arm seemed Bt
paralyzed fom the shoulder down. We
prayed for her amm but nothing noticeable
happened We were then informed that she
was deaf We prayed for her and both of ' :
her ears opened. She was hearing every- “"-‘I
thing we said In a short tme. she was
repeating our sounds and saying, “mama™.
It was beautifinl.

We arrived at chorch for the conder-
ence gnd worship was great I shared om
Words of Enowledge for bealing I askad
des amyone here have stomach pain?
Many people put up their hands. Iprayed a
quick prayer and 20 people were imstantly |
hezled. It was awesome! What an amazing a
sermon demonsration.

I had asked David Mark and Fohn fo
ask God for words of knowledge (WOE)
and they had some. Everyone they prayed for was healed. Others shared WOE as
well. Some WOE were for emotions] hesling. 4s far as [ know, all who responded
to the WOE and received prayer were healed. We prayed for mamy others and
they were healed too. The service concluded and we went back to the guest honse
for hmeh

After hmch, we tried to rest buat it was 5o bot and bomid, it was a stuggle. We
didn’t have 3 fan =0 we nsed baby wipes on our skin fo help cool off.

Arpumd 5:30 pom we
left for the crosade. When
we armived the place was
already booming with ex-
citement The worship had
bezun and it seemed like
everyone was dancing. If
was the largest crowd so far
pruhabl‘_l.r 2000-3000, maybe

Ishmedmynmuge
called Face to Face with
Zod encouraging people
to draw close to God.
After the message, many
responded 1o the aktar call for bealing and salvaton. Jobm and David prayed with
many people and saw great nuracles. Afer the service, they had another film to
show them .

Sunday moming Diavid Mark shared at ons church, Tohn chared at another
church and I shared at Pastor Peter’s church where the conference was held This
was probably my favorite ime sharng. It fiowed so well. The people wers really
pafting it. As I proceeded with the messags I could feel the waight of His glory
Testing on the people as they began to nnderstand the zospel I saw fears ninning
down faces all across the sanctuary. They spontaneousty staried praising God for

confinwed on page 15
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His mercy and grace.

Afier we prayed for healing we heard many testimonies. One young lady shared
how she had walked 50 miles (one way) with a bad back to attend the confer-
ence and cruzade. She was very ngry for more of God. She told us how God
had rouched her and she was mow healed Owne afier apother, shared bow God kad
tonached them: hacks necks knees. hesdaches, stomach pain wrist pam. showldar
pain, etr_ hesled in Fesns' names,

That aftermoon the local pastors haptized around 250 new commeerts at the laks.
They each raceived their own baptizm certificates by the end of the night

Afier hmch, we tried to take a nap but this was the bottest day vet. We laid thers
and evenizally gave up. We took three chairs and sat outside under the mango
iree. The children from across the road started working their way closer. Diavid
Mark climbed ap the free and then swung dowm and scared them. It was really
funny. We showed them how to do the bottle fifp zame. Then David Mark showed
them kow to do cartwheels, flips and bow to walk on their hands. They all wers
EAZET 1o Iy something new.

Then we ventured owt for the final night of the crusade. What a powerfol time
we had Jobn and Dravid Mark prayed for many for healing while I shared the
message At least 50 more received Christ that night and many others were healad.

Cmn Mfomday around 10:30 am we left to 2o fishing. It was an amazing experi-
ence. We rentad canoe type boats that leaked and we used bamboo for our fishing
poles. They ook us out in groups of 3, ronghly 200 feet from shore. We paddiad
ont to 8 big rock and fished The biggest one we canght was around 2 inches, But
it was stll fun and the scenery was beantifinl.

Afier the tour of the River Mile we vennired back to Kampala to spend the night
at our hotel, We were looking forward o this a5 we had not kad a shower for 3
days and the hotel had AC, After a long, hot, dusty, gy mide, with crazy traffic
we arrived around 10 pom.

Cm Toesday we had a meeting with local pastors, went to the zo0 and then on o
the airport o begin our long mip home.

O this short trip we saw God heal mamy, many people, we also wimessad owver
300 people zet saved n five days. To God be the glory great things He has dones!

n page 34

Eyan Bridees can be reached ar §25-765-691 9. For more jformation vou can
ViSiT the church website af www, phontreschurch.com or email pastorg plumires-
church com

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the
voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and ro do all his commandmenis

which I conemand thee this day, thar the LORD thy God will ser thee on

lugh above all natons of the earth: Deuteronomy 28:1-68

| = T

/" Youcrown e year with Your goodess;
And Your paths drip willh abutndaices
PAALM 65:11

Happy New Year

from the Staff
of Blue Ridge
Christian News

Decision Magazine

whoever belicvas in Him should rot perizh but have everiasitng life” (John 3:18).
That is what the incamnation mveans. God did something abowt our plizht He did
oot turn His back npon us in our time of need. “God was in Christ, reconciling the
world nnto himself™

Evwen if vou never have received Christ as vour Savior, you have demonsirared
the fact of the incamation every day that you have lived. Whenever yon date a lat-
fer, you are witnessing fo the fact that some 2 000 years ago, God invaded humem
history to reconcile the world umte Hirmself The fact that Fesus came is wiitten in
history, it is written on the calendar, it is written in the Bible snd it is written on
VOuUI comscience. You cannot escape it!

“Tha Word became flech and dwelf among uz ™ (Joha 1:14—and He knows that
you know He came. Don't you see that you are withowt excuse” God has done so
owch for your redemption—and may I ask vou this: "How shall we escape {fwe
neglect 5o greal a sahvaiion” ” (Hebrews 2:3)

And third, et us consider the experential fact of the incamation. The incama-
tion can be experienced The greatest proof that Christ once lived in history is the
fact that He lives tnday in men and women's lives. Every born-again person can
=3y with Paunl, “Last gf ail He was zeen &y me alzo” (1 Connthizns 15:8). He ot
only lived, tut He still lives, mmd will continue ta live forever and ever

Every time a person receives Christ as Savior, (rod in the person of the Holy
Spirit takes np residence in his or her haart.

The age-old issus, “Can a person save himself or does he need God?” is stll
raging as fumiously as ever. As long as the world goes on, people will nild toeers
of Babel, fashion their graven images and invent their own ideclogies. MNow, as in
every period of history, there are people and nations who think they can manage
withont God.

Econommically they may manage, mtellecmally they may manage and socially
they may get by, But down underneath the surface is a vacumm—a woid that can
be filled onty by Jesus Christ

From Paul on down throngh history, sane, gifted snd ragonal men and women
hawe fomnd Christ to be the snsaer to their spirital and moral problems. They are
the happiest, the best-adjusted people in the world. Composers, writers, leadars
of overmment, leaders from the entertainment world engineers, businssspaopla,
salespeople, mrocery employess, radespecple and common laborers—men and
women from every walk of life are able to say with ooe accord, “Jfanpone is in
Christ, he Iz g pew craation, old things have pazzed away, behold, all things have
Bbecome new ~ (2 Corinthians 5:17, NETV). And what He did for them He can do
for you

Christ oot only lived in the flesh, but He can live in vou. He can be incamate in
your heant Right now, where you are, yon can receive Christ into your heart and
experience the mcamation of God in the lnoman soul. Yoo can have Christ living
in you— “Cheist i you, the hope of glory ™ (Colossisms 1:27)

The most astounding fact of all history—the most astoundimg fact of all apes—
is that the great and almighty God of Hesven cam live in your beart. It makes na
difference who vou are. Your life can be changed if vou will humble veourself and
let Chaist take up residence in your heart. And you will be 3 “pew creation!™

You say, “How can that be? How can I zet God to live in my heart and fll the
aching woid of my Life™ Simply and sincerely do this right now: Turn from your
sins. Tell God, “T am a sinner. I tum fom oy sins—I give them up. I tumn to Jesus
Christ by faith " You can do that now wherever you are. ©1956 BGEA

Scripiure quotstions are taken from The Holy Bible, Mew Eing James Version,
Sermon Taken from the Ot 14, 1956 Hour of Decision broadcoast.
Are vou Teady to tum to Christ?

www. bremews . com
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A Fresh Start
By Pastor Dan Qurollo
Burke County

As we begin yet another new year, it is hard for me
io believe that the previous vear passed so quickly. It
seerns s though it was just yesterday when we wel-
comed in X017, Wow, cne vear later, we welcome in
2014,

Orften mmch time 1= spent on looking hack over the
previous year. Spons shows look back over the previ-
ons year and iy to identify the top ten plays of the year
“arious news agencies look back over the year and attempt to identify the top
stories of 2017, To an extent, if is always wise to look back over the past year and
analyvze things, We cannot allow the past to defeat us, nor can we remain in the
past. Buf looking back o identify areas of improvement can be a good thing.

For each of ns, this month reprezsents a fresh start. Another page in the calendar
of Life has been numed over. The past year is exactly that; the past It is inca-
pable of being altered; deeds are incapable of being imdone.

In Light of that reality, deternume todsy what yon would like this year to be
for God. Do not live in the past defest of 2017; press on to achieve victory m
the pagss of your life that have not been written. Detsmnyime to spend tme with
Gpd. This time with God cannot amy longer be viewed as optional; it most be
viewed as egsential. Vour
e with God pmst be am
emeargency which sbso-
hitely nothing can change.
Determine to be consistent

attendance is absolutely
vital fo our grosth col-
lectively. Determine to
serve (od each day. Look
for those who ars in need.
I can assure thers is po shomtage of people who are in npeed. Find a place in church
where you can serve, and be faithful m that area. You may not feel it is signifi-
cant, bt if it is what God desires, be faithful. It's all He demands.

2018 kas yet o be wotten. Fill in the pages of your life wisely.

Fazior Dan Guralio is pastor Morganton Baptist Church. Check us out on owr
webzite wiww morganionbaptizt et or fing wr on Facebook and FouTube.
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Darkness for Light

By Jason Koon
Burke County

Jamuary is the month when we observe Ma-
tonal Sancity of life Sunday, a day im which
many churches deal with the topic of Abor-
tion. Honestly, I've stuggled with thinking
shout how to address this problem, becanse it
is an issme that has besn co-opted and politi-
cized bry both politicsl partes in recent years.
However, as [ think and pray through this topic, I realize that at its core, this is mot
& political issne, it's about the forty-two million uoboem children every year who
are being denied their most basic buman right. The right to exst. If's about the
fact that in the last generation there are almost 100 million lirte girls asoumd the
world who never saw the light of day, simply becaise they were little zirls and ot
Lirtle oys.

Mozt of us would agree that this is oamic, but abortion is just one part of the
Sancrity of Life issne. Sanctity of life is also about the 5 million children wnorld-
wide who are trapped in
the Global slave made
and the millions of Itfle
girls whio are being
denied basic educstion
rights. It's sboat tens of
thousands of Christian®s
dying every year for
of Children who live
every day under the
shadow of impending starvation. It's about children with dissbilites in India who
are being shandoned by thedr families and left to die in the sireets; it's about wid-
ows In Islamic nations who are being denied the right to own property and raise
their own children. Samctity of Life iz sbowt orphans, stuse, clsan water and much
mare becase Scripture tells us that none of this is acceptable in God’s coming
Eingdom and if it’s not acceptable in God's coming KEmgdom; it's not acceptabla
DOW.

Throughout Scrpiure, there is 3 theme that every human is created by God, in
His mage, with inherent digpnity and worth. As believers, we have a responsibility
to defend that mage wherever we see it. We are called to speak into these issues;
1o be informed, to pray, give, and to help wherever we are shle; not necessanly to
win a political debate. bt to speak the life of the Gospel into the darkness of the
fallen world in which we Live.

Dipep dowm, we all instinctively know this; fry to explam the sbortion issne to
& group of children and see bow many take a pro-choice position. It's wrone. We
know it’s wrong, bt just like the people Isaish writes showt in Izaiah 5:20-23,
we call darknecs lizht We are wise in oor oam eyves declaring things to be good
that we imstinctvely know are evil. We do this in every area of our lives, conving-
ing ourselves something is understandable or ok “Ii’s not really that bad,™ we
say, “It"s not like I was acmally lying, Tmean I can't belp if they got the wrong
impression.” We rationalize sway our bad behavior all the thme, and it°s a very
slippery slope, which Scripoare tells ns will end m destruction. This attinde is
equally destructive whether we're talking about global bumanitarian issues or the
secret desires that still haunt physical bodies. At some point in our
lives, all of us have been gpuilty of looking into 3 sewer and mying
to believe that it's a swinvwing pool, but we insonctively know
what's ne. We know that Murder is always wrong, and protecting
lifie iz everyone’s responsibility. We know that possip abaays s,
racism is alarays destroctive, and Life is precious. Mo matter bow
hard we Ty to talk ourselves out of it — deep down inside — we all

know it’s true.

Jason Eoon is Pastor gf Bridged? Church in Morganton, NC.
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106.9 The Light Listeners Pledge To
Provide 71,391 Meals To Local
Residents

By Eelly Elemmensen
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Listeners of regional Christian radio station 106.9
The Light pledged enough money on Dec. 5 to
provide 71,391 meals w local residents throush the
station’s “Hope to the Hungry™ campaign. For the first
e, 106.9 The Light parmered with seven local rescue missions fo raise money
to feed the local conwmmity during this Christmas season.
The station dedicated a day to promoting the campaizn 3t no cost o the rescue
missions, remindimg listeners that for just $2 they conld
: provide a wann, life-changing meal to someone in need. The
1@" flood of responses showed how much the community cares
ThE‘Li ht for its residents. One woman messaged the station and told
I per story. She was shour to donare when she got a call from
her lmshand Her busband rarely listens to the
radio, but he was charging his phones (what be normally listens o)
50 be mrned on 1089 The Light instead. Her lmshand felt moved
o give 3500, “Fod works in mysterious ways,” said the wife.
Listeners who donated had the choice to “give where they live ™
choosing A specific city to support. Every dollar donated was di-
rectly given to one of these seven rescue missioms:
- Wester Carolina Rescne Mission in Asheville. N.C. S AL E S E VENT
= Charlotte Fesone Mission in Charlose, H.C.

||_||_
i g,

Hendersonville Fescne Mission in Henderson, N.C. F .
Safe Harbor Rescue Mission in Hickory, B.C. S =
= Cleveland County Fescue Mission in Shelby, H.C.
= Havwood Pathways Center in Waynesville, H.C.
- Salvation Amony Shelters in Greenville, 5.C. 2017 Ghrysler Pacifica T1:|IJrir|!;| Yan 007 Dodpe Lhallenger SaT
Throughout the campaizn, on-air bosts shared with listeners sto- :t'-"' = !!I! = = f "E?_-__
ries from people in need. One womsan from the Charlote Besone § ¥ Moys e
Misﬂmsa?d,‘imslhhgm‘ﬂns@‘eﬂ.-.lb&nmdmldih’t Nﬂ‘.ﬁ.’ 529 9?5 — _'_ —_:;.'F Hl:l”" 528“’0?%
eat. Sometimes there was weeks [ didn®t eat. . When I fitst came !
i, everyhody welcomes you They say, “weloome home. " And then
wyoun gat to go and zet a plate of good food and something to drink.
My prayer this moming over breakfast consisted of, “Thank you
God for this food.™
“106.9 The Light's goal for *Hope to the Hungry' was o invite
listeners to join us in an act of unconditonal love for people who
are top often overlooked in owur conummities, ™ said Jim Kirkland,
executive director of Elue

Fidge Broadcasting, “During a span of 13 hours, 1,599 mdivido- 2017 Dodge Charger SXT Sedan
als took us up on the imvitadon to provide “Hope to the Huangry® o =n
We're nmmbled. All credit poes to our Lord and the listeners whe Ngs.535.9 h.ﬂ:“
answered His prompting upon them to partner.™ Hﬂ‘- . 531.455 ==

N

Abount 1069 The Light: - _

A listensr supported ministry of the Billy Grakam Evangelistic
Association, WHIT - 1069 The Light, Black Mountain H.C. =

seeks to serve ifs listeners with the message of the Gospel of JTesus
suppont of ministry outreach at home and abroad. 1069 The Light y E“ﬂ
has the nation’s 1 2th largest FM radio coverage area, reaching
portions of seven states inclnding the cities of Charlotte, BL.C;
Greenwille-Spartanburg, 5.C.; the Tri-Cisies of Tenn. and Va ; and 2017 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Szharz 4x4 2017 Ram 1300 Big Horn Truck Crew Gab
Asheville H.C. The station is also heard in Enoxville, Tenn. on =
1047 FBI and i Franklin and Cuollowhes, MC. on 101.3 FM,
globally at www 1068 thelisht org, via its smariphone apps for
iPhones and Android and on Amaron Echo, Tap and Google smart
speakers,

Eelly iz a PR Specialist at the Billy raham Evanpelistic Associa-
fign.

BUCHANAN & YOUNG “Serving WNC For

Cher 50 Years™

- : . 828-682-2194
East Main Streat,
Burnsville, N.C, 28714

T TR " Boo doaler for
e DUQ‘:# M # A compleie Satnils
on rebates and finanaing.

www.buchananyoungcom Na DOC toes.

Tax and tag extra.
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Crossword

ACROSS
1 give attenhion to your servant's
prayer and his {]_'F.'_m 8:28)

5 a light shining in a dar k place,
mntil the day (2 Peter 1:19)
9 seedtime and harvest, and cold
and . and summer and win-
ter (Gen | E 2

13 The Angel which redeemed
me from all evil bless the
(Gen.48:16) KIV

14 John to the seven churches
whicharem  (Rev 1:4)

15 but they saw a bay witha
beach (Acts 27:39)

15 alse leam to maintain good
works for necessary  ( Titus

-|+..-.

L)
1 donkeys that work the soil
will eat fodderand __ (Isa
10:24)

18 there before me was

standing open m heaven (£ 4)
(Fev4d:1)

19 she cast the child under one
ofthe  (Gen 21:15) KIV

21 All who see me mock me;
they __ msults, shaking their
heads (Ps 22:7)

23 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will  God. (Matt 5:8)
24 And these also stagger from
wine and _ from beer (Iza
28:T)

26 Abb. for the first book of the
New Testament
2Bweshouldlive ngh-
teously, and godly (Titus 2:12)
m.

31 on the ten-stringed  Twill
make music to vou (Ps 144:9)
34and  son of Jether, com-
mander of Judah's ammy (TKing

Ty
230

35 a tenth of your *:]:IIC'E‘S mint,
and cumnun (Matt 23:23

38 purple and blue and crimson

___and fine linen (2 Chr 2:14)

40 Were thete not

cleanzed? (Luke 17:17}

41 he prerces my  and spalls

my gall on the ground (Job

16:13)

44 the other huly offerings

they m pots (2 Chr 35:1 13)

45 God will bless us, a.ud all the

of the earth will faar hom (P
67:7)
47 I doall thas for the  ofthe

gospel (1 Cor 9:23)
48 [ commend unto you OLIE
sister, which is a servant (Fom

6:1) (KW
50 Daniel, closeupand ___ the
words of the seroll (Dan 12:4)
52 She took some flowr, it

and baked bread (1 Sam 28:24)
55 brother of Cain {Gen 4:1-2)
57 Go, evervthing you

have and give to the poor (Mark
10:21)

58 Babylon 1s taken, 15
confoundsd, Merodach 12 broken

(Jer 50:2)

60 Show me the com
mg the tax (Matt 22:19)
62 Make two gold rings and
them to the other i(Ex 28:26)
66 Forts and towers 1n the wood-
ed (2 Chron 27:4)

68 take some water from the Nile

and 1t on the dry ground (Ex
4:8)
70 the mhabitant of ths

iﬂﬂl say I that day (Isaiah 20:6)
71 the forest has been cut
down LEE::.: 11:)
12Aboveall
heart (Prov 4:23)
13 Peace, peace, to those far and
says the LOED (Isa 57:19)
74 he roasts lus meatand
ﬁ]l (Izaah 44:16)
75 Their bulls never fml to
their cows calve (Job 21:10)
76 They  at me and say, "Ahal
Aha! (Ps 35:21)

. guard your

DOWN

I twenty-five shekels  fifieen

shekels equal one mina (Ezek
43:15

2 The LOED Almaghty wall

them with a ".‘.J.'ll.[:l i,Is.'a 10267

3 Edom southward were Kabzeel.

a.uu:l_ and Jagur (Jos 15:21)
4 who

of harvest (Jer 5:24)

S5a came fo ]:uaa’keu. named

Rhoda (Acts 12:13) KTV

6 If ye have faith

mustard seed (2,15 (Matt 17:20)

Kn-'r

1Go, I vouwell; keep warm

and well fad (James 2:16)

§ the thirty-fourth book of the Old

Testament

O Joshua, whoe _ seenall the

great works of the LORD (Judg

2:T)

10 son of Seth (Gen 4:26) EIV

Il not a forgetful hearer, but
of the work (1.4) (James

1:2%) I':..]-r'.

12 Jesus withdrew to the region

of __ and Sidon (Matt 15:21)

15 1f 1t loses 1ts saltmess, how

canitbemade  agamn (Luke
14:34)

20 Jehud, Bene . Gath Rim-
mon, (Josh 19:43)

22 the pations will to him,

and his place of rest will be (Isa
11:10)

25 Peter went to visit the samts
~ (Acts9:37)

27 Testme, OLOED, and
me, exanune my heart (Ps 26:2)
28 He has filled me with bitter
herbs and  me with gall (Lam
3:15)

20toseekan  : Hewll cast
lots with ammows (Ezek 21:21)

30 recerved them and made them
leaders of his raiding (1
Chron 12:18)

32 I mean not that other men be
__, and ve burdened (2 Cor
S
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33 How the oppressor has come
to an end! How his fury has
(Isa 14:4)
36 Iwrote themwith m
the book (Jer 36:18)
37 also the cucumbers, melons,
. omons and garhc (Num

G ﬁ]
39 David was clothed with a
of fine linen {1 Chr 15:27)
42 Now shallthe memble
m the day of thy fall (Ezek
26:18)
23 wheat and barley, beans and
lennls, millet and _ (Ezek 4.9
46 Jesus, walking by the
of Galilee (Matt 4:18)
49 All my familiars watched for
uw I'Ter 20:10) KTV

{ whoever rebukes a wicked
man imcurs _ (Prov 9:7)
33 he Damascus on his

Journey (Acts 9:3)

54 the brothers sent P:I.'Lla a.ud
Silas away to (Actz 17:10)
36 Jesus was m the home -:nt a
man known as Somon the

LEWORDGAMES. COM

ALL BIGHTS RESERVED

(Matt 26:6-7)

58  them farewell, saying,

I mist by all means keep (Acts

182D EIV

59 T have netther DI USUTY,

nor men have lent to me (Jer

15:10)

61 they will out the bread by

u.ewht (Lev 26 26)

63 there was what looked like
of glass (1,3) (Rev 4:6)

64 vour - hands. all YU ma-

tions; shout to God (Ps 47:1)
65Heisnmot  ;hehas risen!
i(Luke 2£:6)

67 low tech form of Old Testa-
ment transportation

69 they decided to the
money to buy the potter's field
L‘»’Ia‘t 17:6-T)

Soluiion on pase 4
- -

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Diaar Dave,
What do you think sbout onlins investing apps. and the way thev allow you to

qunp in aod out of stocks for really low fees?
Anonymios

Diear Apoaryinous,

I don's think abont them and T don’twse them And I don't play sinsle stocks
— period

There's 2 ton of research out thare showing that people who play individual
stocks on their oam — or with their broker, or with a golfing buddy — zee a rats
of renom of about seven percant oo average. You can make amnwhere foom 10 1o
12 percent, on average, with good growth stock wumal fuonds.

I could probably play single stocks more inelligeatly than most people, bt
why™ If the average iz notdceably less than [N sesing with my wrteal fonds, why
bocber going there? Plus, with a muteal fund portfelio, vou've zot someone who
does this kind of thing for & Iiving managing and researching your investments for
vl in yonr best inferast,

I don't have an app oo my phone that lets me oade stocks, nor do I plan on get-
mug one. Thera's nothing wrong with zpps, in general, but Il never reconumend
nunping moand ont of single stocks as 2 method of investing.

—Diave

Dhaar Dhave.
Whar's the difference bemween 2 credit nnion and a bank?
Jaka

Drear Jake,

A bank iz owned by stockboldars. When the bank makes a profit — and they
shonld make a profit — the stockholders, who are owners of the company, ger that
profin. It can be dispersed in the form of dividends, or the value of their sipck is
mcreazsad. A credit mnion is oo more like a cooperanve. Technically speakimg. it's
operated not for profit, snd the oamers are the cradit wnion members, wha ars also
CLISTOMIETS,

Ag a customier of 2 credit union whatever vou pay intg the credit vnion — the
“profit” — is retureed to the members o the form of increased services or acmzl
dispersements. Sometimes, you actually get a check from the credit unioa

A Lot of banks don't like credit vmions, and s3y they have an nofair advantage
because of their non-profis stams. This really isa't tue. Credit vmdons, with what-
ever “profits™ are made, puar that mowey neght back intw creanng cheaper checking
sccounts, better interest rates ok loans, or higher interest rates oo savinzs.

A bank could do the same thing. if it were willing to make less profit. So,
thers’s no dizadvantage. They're just oying o keep steckholders happy and sell
stff o customers. Buf really, that 2]l mean: nothing 1f vou don’t get zood servica
from the organizanon!

—Dave

& Money Haclos for A Happy New Year

Drp wom ever feel like yon're in a chrondc cash crunch? That can put 3 real
damper o your days, awd ake the hope snd expectation out of a new vear

Bur if monsy tops vour list of Mew Year's resolutions, vou're in luck! Research
shows you're on the road to success. According w Fidelioy Investments, 58 per-
cent of people who resolved fo improve their finances Last vear did just that. Beer
vet, B3 percent said lzst wear's financial resolution is s onzoing evens instead of 2
one-fime goal. Who knew change could be so excigng?

Poat those resolnton: mio action — and zat a leg up on vour happy Mew Year
— with these fve money hacks.

1. Uze Cold, Hard Cash

Lot of folks choose plastc over cash for evervday purchases, and ressarch
shows that can lead you o spend more. Why? According to & Joumeal of Experni-
miental Psychology smdy, parone with cash really is sweet somow. Plastic simiply
doesn’t g &t vour emotional smings in quite the same way,

o, put a lifle more pain back inte vour purchases. Use envelopes to divwy your
dallars up across everyday budget categories. Yo might have ooe for grocemes,
restanrancs, enterzinment, clothing. sand pocker money.

Cm payday, fill vour eovelopes with the cash vou tudzeted for each caegory.
When an emvelope’s emipty, the spending stops for that category nnsl vour next
paycheck. It's that simple!

2. Give Impulse Buys a 20-day MNotice

Yo wear m the stare for ope thing, and somehow ended np with a cam full
of stuff Sovmd famdlisr? If so, join the crowd. A recent study foumd Sve in six
Amenicans are impnlse shoppers.

We all Enow it pays to sleep oo a biz mensy deciston overneghr, Bat wlat
about suealler purchases that crop up thronghon: the monch? Why not add them o
yorar wish list and wait 30 days? That gives vou 3 chance fo work therm into next
miontk’s udget Avd who EnowsT That cant-live-withour item you had vour eye
om just mizht be on sale by then,

3. Iznore Interest Fates when Paving Diown Debi

Wans to put a big dent i your debt this vesr? Yon nusht be tempted to grab
debt by the mzular, and amack the bigzest interest rate first. Bt it fzkes more
than math fo win. According to Fidelity, the oumber ons reason people stck 1o a
miouey resoloton is becanse they're encouraged by thair progress.

That's whers the debt spowball comses in. Hare's how it works: List your debis
i ordar by cutstanding balance. and amack the smallest ope first. Cace yvou knock
it oms, rell that cash owver o your next debt, working your way up o the bigzest of
the unch, You'll budld mementum — zed miodvatnon—as yon watch your debis
disappear and vour cash grow!

4. Gao Roth with Your
4014}

Thesze days, most
full-time workers have
access 1o a 4010K)
tarouzh their emplov-
ar. Thiz iz 8 great way
to save for regrement.
bacauze it enzbles
VUL to makea pre-tay
confmtbuticns for vour |
future. |

What you may
oot kpow is many
amployars offer 3
Fuoth 4014{k) option,
too. According to a Willis Towears Warson smdy, 54 percent of larze and midsize
companies do, ver only L0 percent of emplovess mke advaniage. Thar means lots
of folks are missing out on tax-fres srowth.

And pow, sy pretax match dellars your employer puts in can be converted to &
Fuioth. That's means even more opporiuaity for tan-free srowth. Tust keap in mind
that won de have 1o pay taxes oL any monsy vou convert An investing profes-
sionsl can show vou how It werks, 5o vou can weizh your optioas and choose the
strategy that™s right for yon
=, Take Advantage of Free Financial Educafion

It's po secrat that money issues can cause big-tme smess. According to the
Axgerican Psyvchological Association, 72 percent of adults worry abons moaey,
and 32 percent say monsy woes stand berweaen them and a bealthy lifestyle.

This swess can distract vou oo the job. too. Iv's bard w0 ger work dons when
yvou're praprouplad with money problams, Mo wondsar almost 90 parcenr of em-
plovers surveved by Aon Hewiit had considered implsmentng a financial well-
D=ss prosram

If wour company offers this bepefit, don't miss owt. It's A great way o laarm how
o manage vour money, and plan for the fisture. That's something everyone can
feel good about!

—Uzad with permission fom DiaveFamsey.omn

Dave Ramsey is CEQ aof Ramsey Solufiens. He has auitored soven best-seliing
book:, mcluding The Tofal Money Makeover, The Dnae Ramzay Show is heand
Iy more than 13 million listenars each waek on 383 radio statfons and multpie
digtial plagbrms. Follow Dinve on the web af daveramsey. com and on Twiifter af
aDaveRamsa

L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture
| »
' All of us at
L& B Furp
to wis
Happy New Year.
We give thanks for
the blessing of 2017
and wish you a Jesus
Filled 201

: B

Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley RIZIEI..I']. « Marion, NC
(828) 652-7667 i

I0am - Ape

Sunday & Mmday
Clessd

Toeaday - Friday
100 - &

warw brcnews com
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HUGE UPSTAIRS SALE
Hundreds

of items
drastically

reduced!

CLEEﬂEETEEEjj

225 Locust Avenue
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Mon-Sat 9:30am-5-30pm
(828)765-7188

DELLINGER'S

Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

Laser Therapy,
Healing at the
Speed of Light

Laszer therapy is effective in
relieving pain associated with
fibromyalgia. So why chooze
Lager therapy? It works and
hazs no side effects.

How does that compare with what
you are currently doing” Give us
a call and see how lager therapy
can help you.

Natural Health Care
Sofutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Life Center

Burnsville, NC
(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

High Beams or Lamplight?
By Een and Tan Merop
Avery County

Stars draped their splendor over the inky might
sky. However, I could barely see myself putting
one foot n front of the other.

Aswe reached our car and drove the dark
Colorade country roeads, our headlighits weren't
enough. Omly high beams could penstrate and
Eive ns enough light to gauge what was ahead

High beams are wonderfil, But, they're hazardons when thev are shining in
yvour eyes from another vehicle coming towards vou. Even baving them bore mio
vour car from behind is distressing.

Recently, I was reading in Matthew 5: 14, HETW, where Jesus tells his disciples,
"You are the Rzht af the warld ™

What kind of light ~ 2 high beam that blinds 25 it appreachss or poshes and
prods fromm behind? Or the kind of light Jesus described ~ a lamp on a lamp stand
o give light to all who are in the houss.

Have you ever entered a house that has doll, dmgy lighting”? How about one
where every light is lit and glannz?

In either case, we'te either squinting or hiding our eyes to protect them.

Bt lights that attract and point the way clearly are ioviting.

As we enter this Wew Year, it"s important to remember that a dark world can be
brightened by even a single candle. When that glow penetrates the darkness, all
are dramm to its warmth. Add other candles and more darkness iz dispelled.

Diim lights make people sleepy while hizh beams repel.

Sometimes it sepmes our batteries are weak, and we barely cast a glow that at-
wacts. Other imes we have strong comvicions or passions snd long to have oth-
ars jump on board. In either case, if we're not careful, we’ll find oursebves alone
from lack of interest or becanse we've mied to force our dream on others.

However, if we spproach this year in the light of Scrpnoe, we will not be 5o
dull that others will squint and move on; nor be a beam that repels and causes
them to furm away.

PBather, we will be that bright, inviting light that mapnetizes others to Fesns.. .
oot our cause. .. and then, in fum he will ilhonine his will for tiem. Those same
verses sound like this in The Message:

“Here's anothar way o put it You'rs here to be lizht, bringing ont the Guod-
colors in the world ... I'm putting you on 3 light stand. Mow that Tve put yon
there. _shine! Fesp open house be penerous with your lives.™

Lat’s chine invitmgly m 2011, Selsh

Let ponr light shime

These bright beauties draw us fo them.
They are like lights in the darkmess
bringing smiles and joy.
Bloom ax these do._.
Artracting and engaging others
fo s the rue Light

“Let pour fight so chine before men,

That they may see your good works

And glorify your Father in heaven.™
Matthew 5 16

Ko and Jan love residing in the mountains gf dvery Coundy:.  Fizit Jan's new blog
i peuseandconsidernar, Journgying with Jan; and Ken's photos af kenmeroppho-
rograpiiy.com.

Bur they that wait upon the LORD shall remesw therr strengeh; chey shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and

they shall walk, and not foint. Izaiah 40:31

warw brenews.com
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Walnut Grove Church

Settling in the Dregs
By Eurt Bomar
Avary Cournly

Mew Years is always a great tme o take inventory
of our lives. Have von ever noticed that’s when all
the commerrizls seem to highlight their latest exmer-
cize aquipment? Weight watchers pet most of thedr
sign ups i January and T abways see an influe of new
dedicated exercizers at the zym (alikough they seem
to fade away as we hit Feb. and March). And finally,
Marie always reminds us that she has lost 40-30 ponnds oo Mumisystem aronnd

The prophet Zephaniah spesks fo this phenommenon:

Zeph. 112 AfF that time T will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those
who are complacent, who ane ke wine Igft on its dregs, who think, "The LORD
will do nothing, either good or bad '

“Gettled in their dregs™ refers to the process of wine-making uzed in his day
whersby 3 winemaker would allow wine to settle for a period before pounng it
into another vessel leaving the dregs behind. If he waited too long to make the
transfer, the wine would take on the taste of the dregs. This process would be
repeated up o seven times untl the wine was crystal clear.

It seemns that the Israelites were in their December mode. That is, they were
content o remain setiled in their dregs. They were materialistic, comfortzble and
content, not willing to siretch themselves and look to the moving hand of God.

We too can be in our Decemnber state of mind  so God gives us a choice. We can
spirimally say “it's time to sign ap at the gym, oy out the bow fex or give Marie
2 call” or we can say “I'm fine. what's
for dinner™

But understand the Lord wants
us to always be growing. If we are
smretching oursabees Spiritually, He
will halp ns out by shaking up our
lives and pouring ns out infe another
vagsel,

Hew does this look? Char lives may
b= zoinz fine untl our boss says,
“you're fired” or your boyiriend zirl-
friend zays, “I"m out of here™. We sav,
“Fod, how can you let this happen, I
thought you loved me™ He does. In
fact, He loves yon so much that He
won't allow you o get too comfon-
shle or too settled, because He knoars
if yvou do, wour life will become
clouded with dregs and you will lose
the clarity yon once had. So, things
get shaken up as He pours you fiom
one vessel fo another. And you are left
saying, “what's going on? I better seek the Lord ™ Thus, we wait upon Him with
renewed infensity.

Given that choice, I want to constantly be in a stare of waiting on Him. T don't
want Him to have to shake me up. So, let me encourage you to take inventory
of your Life at this time of year Do yvou have an active ministry inside or ontzide
your local church? There's plenty of stuff to do, and plenty of desperate needs that
need to be met. Get out there and look for them!

{inzpired by Footsteps of the Flock Jon Courson pg.368)

Kurt Bomar is paztor af Wainur Grone Church.

Evergreen Church

The Best Year of Your Life!
By Rew John McCoury
Roan Mountain, Tmnessee

Latus begin resding this new vear in Jeremiah 29:11 “Far
I Enow thwe thowghes thar T think toweand you, zaith the LORD,
thoughts gf peaca, and mof gfevil, fo ghee you an expected
gnd. " THE SUERE 5IGH THAT WE HAVE an anthentic rels-
tionship with God is that we believe more in the fitore than

in the past. The past can be neither a source of confidence nor
8 condenmation. God graciously divided our life into days and vears so that we
could let go of our yesterdays and anticipate our tomorrows. For the past mis-
tzkes, He offers forgiveness and an ability to forget For our tomomows, He gives
us the gift of expectation mmd ecxcitement

Whar the Lord said to the people of Isrsel lanpuishing in the Babylonisn exils
is for any of ws who are exiled from Him and hope for the futore. He has plans for
each of ns-good plans for our growth in His grace-so that we can have a future
with bope. Think about it. What cocygen is for the lungs, hope is for the sonl.
Hope enables a vital gnality of life; it sets us free to dare, gives up confidence-for
daily frustrations, and the courage to live advennoesome. The gifi of hope fior the
future is the key entmsted to ns which opens the floodzates of the Lord's power
and unlocks the Sow of His amazing unlimited possibilities. So ofien people say,
you've got to have hope! A if it were spmething we could muster out of our-
selves. Hope Is adventent. It comes from some-thing or someone alse, Authentic
hope comes from Christ, who He is, snd what He is able to do. His resurmection
is the ulfimste spurce of hope. Wothing can defest Him! The worst that man did
on Calvary was followred by the best hope for 2]l time. He is with us now today to
Eive ns courage for the funoe.

He is in charge of this new year. He
has s plan! Sumender the year ahead,
thanking the Lord that everything that =
will happen to us is for what He has 3 . =T o
planned to help us become like Him.
chapter &z 3 whole-— JEREMIAH 20-
--the Babrylonians began to deport the -
Jews to Babylon. Jeremiah's letter to the
exiles helps us understand bow we can make the best of 3 diffienlt sifuation. Ac-
cept it. Live as notmal a life as you can, and put up with incomveniences without
complaming. Try to be a blessimg to others. Be a peacemaker, not 3 wonblemaker.
Be patient God has the timing all worked oat, and His plans never fail. He knoars
how long and how omich. Tmst God. Verse 11 is a3 powerful promise to claim
may be, do not waste your suffering by resisting God. Avoid false hopes. It is
humam to indnlze m false hopes and grasp at every soaw, but thiz approach lesds
to despair. Avoid the subtle voices of the falss teachers with their false hopes. The
Word of God will tell you what to do. Far from Home God's people in the world
today are somewhat like the Tewish exiles in Babvlon, for we are awsy from our
heavenly homee and living smong those who do oot accept our way of life. "Seak
the peace gf the cipy™ (Jer. 29:7) is zood counsel for us to follow as strangers on
this earth. Peter explains how we should do this in 1 Peter 2:11-3:19.

Joyous New Year! God ‘s best for oy
life bepins with & vibrant hope for the

firture as we close let’s look at this

when you are "in exile." God thinks sbout you personally and is planmming for you.
His plans are for peace, not war, so you need not fear the futore. His plans are
purposeful, so let Him work out His will. Mo matter how difficalt vour situation

Jokn MeCouwry iz pastor gf Eversmeen church in Roan Mountain, Tennerses and
also chapiaim at Roan Highlands Nursing Canter

iller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

Erie
Insurance’

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the tmost IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com
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Keeping Purity in Your Marriage

By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

Purity is a major concern of a God who is holy. The Bible
says m 1 Peter 1:15-16 "Bt ar he which hath called you is
holy, 20 be ye holy in ail manner gf conversation, Becausea it
iz writhen, Be ye holy; for T am hofy "

The term "holy" can definitely refer directly to punty of
life. The balievers living hope based on their new birth should lead to 3 lifestyle
of holiness. The price paid for the believer's redemption calls for reversnce and
obedience.

There are three basic reasons for living a holy life. First, God Himself is hoky:
Grod s the embodiment of absolnte righfeonsness, purity, sinlessness, and godli-
ness. Secondly, (od has called believers to be holy becanse He is boly. To be with
Him one day, we mnst be like Him; we must be boly. Thindly, Scriphure demands
holiness. Leviticns 11:45, "For I am the Lord thar bringeth you up our qf the fand
af Epyot. 1o be vour God- ve shall thergfore be holy, for I am hofe "

A part of our personal boliness iovolves the marital relagonship, There are
some actions 3 person cam take fo belp make that possible.

Face Up to Your Own Faunlts

Any marmiage suffers when yon kave even one of the parmers who will not
admit he or she has done wrong. Human pride will often lead a person to never
admit wrong deinz. Yon need to admit you have done wrong, even if the other
marriage pariner will not do the same thing You cannot be nght with God if you

Tames 5:16 says, "Coegless your fawits one fo another, and pray one for anodher,
rhat ve may be healed. " We confess our fanlts or sins to one another, o we muight
pray one for the other

Ome of the best things 3 person can do in A mamiage relationship to memtam &
right one is to leam to say, "1 was not night. T did wrong and I want you to forgive
mﬂ

Be Responsible for Your Own Actions

Luke §:41-42 states: “dnd wiy heholdest thou the mate that is in thy brothers
ave, bt percenaest mod the beam that is in thine own @we” Either how cansi thon
sy to thy brovher, Brother, ler me pull our the mode that is in thine eye, wien thou
fvself beholdest not the beam thar is in thine own @ Thow iypocrite, casé gul
Sirst the beam out gf thing own gye, and then shalt thor zee clearly to pull our the
more that i3 in thy brother's aya.”

Grassy Creef
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

www.grassycreekclothing.com

Hours: 8:30am-5:30pm Mon.- Sat. Closed Sunday
-Go to Church

How can your Iarisge part-
ner fully tmast you If vou will not
own up to and be honest about
your own actions? It is easy to
blame wrong behavior oo your
marTisFe panmer when that iz
often ot justifizble.

If vou feel like a roubled
marriags is all your parmer's
famit, then vou are probably mot
tzking responsibility for many
of your own actions. Fanlis
nommally are found in more than ope direction. Since we are all sinners, none of
us are all we onght to be all of the time.

Dront Retaliate YWhen Yoo Think You Have Been Wronged

Fevenge, or rying to get back at your marrizge parmer, will make an exist-
ing problem much worse If someone has done yon wrong, God says in Fomans
12:18, "Darly beloved, avenee not yourselves, but rather pne place unto wrath.
Jor it is weittem, Fengeancea is mine; Iwill repe. taith the Lopd "

God can give you grace to not respond in 8 negative way when you fee] that
your sponse has wronged you If you will keep a right atimde, it is possible that
your sponse will be ashamed for the way be or she meated you. The Bible teaches
we are to respond to evil with good.

Jesus said in Luke 6:28, "Bless them that curse ypou, and pray for them which
despitgflly ure you.”

He also said m Doke §:31, "dnd a5 ve would that men should do o you, do ye
also fo them ihewise. ™ Instead of getting on the level of the one who wrongs us, it
payvs for us o have a better amimde than he or she might have.

Learn to Forgive

The Bible sy in Matthenwr §:14-15- "Far if ve forene man thelr trespasies,
your hamvanly Father will alzo foreive you: Bur [fve forgive not man their tras-
passes, neither will your Faiher forene yvour irespasses.”

Ocasionally, thers is 3 marmage that just doesn't work. But, on the other band
many froubled mamriages wonld work if couples wouald leam to forgive. You might
say, "My marmiage parmer does not deserve to be forgiven." In all reality, we did
not deserve for the Lord to forgive us, but he did through his Son the Lord Fesos
Christ.

There are two horrible consequences if we do not have a willingness o forgive
personal wrones. First, the Lord will not forgive us if we are not willing to forgive
others. Sacondly, it will also influence your heart in a negative way. An unfor-
giving spirit leads to bitterness in one's lifs. Even the mot of bittemess defiles
(Heb. 12:15).

If you forgive someone, you do not pertodically bring up the past to bring
accusation agamst the other marmiage parmer. Horrible things done to us cannot
be erased from our minds, bt we can decide we are not going o bring up past
respasses.

Pray for Your Spouse

You cannot always make your mamisge companion what yon want that person
1o be. However, you can pray to God about that person. God is shle to change
men's hearts to reverse wrong behavior.

Tames 5:16 says, "The gffectual, fervent praver aof a Fighteons man myaileth
much.” Since that is e, who knows what the Lord might do for the one who
prays for their mate? Prayer can make the impossible possible.

Be Honest and Open With One Another

We are told in Ephesians 4:15 that we are to "speak the fruth in love.” An open
and honest relatonship is the best kind. If something is seriously bothering you,
don't hesitate o speak in love fo your sponse. It 1s so important to falk through
and pray through that which may be bothering von in vour relatonship. If yon
confinus te be angry and do nothing sbout it, if yon let the sun go down on vour
Enger, you give Satan a beachhead a place to operate in your life. Ne one needs 3
marriags of secrats from the past.

Have Friends That Are Pure

1 Corimthizns 15:33 states, "Be not decelvad: @il communicaiions corru good
meners. " Associating with bad people will min decent people. Wrong friends
will destroy you. Evil company does damagze to good behavior. We tend to
become like the compary we keep. we should not associate with those who hold
to error and false teaching. If we associate with them—accept them as fiends and
companions—they will infiuence us and commpt our bebavior, leading ws inte sin
and ermor

It is extremely important that we keep our marmriage where it ought to be. Both
pariners need to recognize this great responsibility and oblizaton.

Tom Walker iz President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor qf Zien Hill
Baptist Church in Marion, NC

Happy New Year

www. brenews. com
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The Attitude of Serving
nsalot

By Pastor Steve Williams

Mitchell County

Hare we are once again st the start of 3 New Year Are Yoo
Feady for the Mew Year? We usually hear people say, “What
happened to the vesar, it went by so fast ™ If we don't pay
attention, this year will pass by just s fast as last vear did.
Have you started thinking about what your plans for the New
Year's are? Have vou asked yourself-- how can I make this a better year than last
wear in mry Christian walk with the Lord. T believe it can be summed up in a word,
CAmimde). How we serve God in the coming year will play a big part in how this
coming year will be.

The Bible zays in Psalm 100:2-3 “Serve the LORD woth gladness: come bafbre
hiz presence with smemg. 3 Know ye that the LORD he iz God: if iz he that hath
merde L, and Rot we oursalves; we are hiz people, and the sheep qf his pasture ™

We have all had the expertence of someons walting on ns or ssrving us
8 restaurant. Sometimnes the experience is good, and somefimes it is not. Both
seTvers may gef the food to
the table and take care of
the essentials, refills, exira
napkins, presentation of the
check, eic_, But what makes
one experience good and
the other not? Cme word
attiiede. The attitude of the
SETVEr CAn sometimes be the
differenre betwreen a posi-
fve dining experience snd
a negative one. The server
attitude may be the deter-
miming factor abont whether or not you returm to that place of business.

Do you know that our attitede in serving God also keaves 3 positive or nega-
five impression on the people we serve in His name? How we serve others, ow
we treat them in the name of Christ, leaves a soong impression. Is it aoy wonder
that the psalmist instacts us to serve the Lord with gladoess It is not just service
we render, but the atdmde with which we do it that is important to God. Serve the
Lord today and this year with a glad and thankfil heart Yo belong to Him and
you get to represent His Kingdom in this convng year! So. don't let this year slip
by without Serving Him

_.rlf

__fa‘r (]
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Words of Wisdom for the New Year

= Be at war with your vices (sins), af peace with your neighbors, and ket every
MWew Year find youn a better man Benjamin Pranklin

= An optimmist stays np bl midnight o see the Mew Year in. A pessimist stays up
io make sure the old year leaves. MNA

= The Mew Year stands before us, like a chapter in 2 book, waiting to be written.
We can help write that story by seting poals. Melody Beattie

= Mo matier what vour past hes been your firture is spotless. M/A

= Start the Mew Year with eager anticipation snd end with pleasant memories.
HiA

Tip for the New Year
= The best vitamin for a Christians is B1

Cmestion for the Mew Year
= What Will You Dhe with the Mew Year (God has given you?
1l you use it for God’s Glory, or will you waste it on Selfish Diesires?

Thought for the New Year
The Mew Year is before you
Like a spotless field of snow.
Be careful howr you walk it,
For every step will shomr.  B/A

8 MORGANION
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MORGANTON BIBLE INSTITUTE

Classes begin on Monday, January 22, 2018 from

7:00-8:00 pm for eight weeks
- : Bible Interpratalion

: m.b‘ie NEEICLICAN] ) Ths courve & infended o provide fha
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Classes are free and open to all! For
more information and registration, visit us
at www.morgantonbaptist.net
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revelofion, inspiration, fumination,
eananahan, and presennason

Steve Williams s the Paztor gf Barry Chapa! Baptizt Chumch in Spruce Pine.

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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May School Of Nursing and Health
Sciences Receives 10-Year Continued
Accreditation by the Commission on
Collegiate Nursing Education

BANWER ELE M.C. — For years, Lees-McFae
College has been providing smdents with a cutimg-
edge educaton to take on the healthcare world. With
progranumatic accreditaion from the Copumizsion on

Collegiate Mursing Education {CCHE), the school will
continne to offer it expanding programs for another
confirmed decada.

“A rereditation signifies that the mosing proerames have met or excesded stan-
dards amd criteria for educstional quality snd intesrity,” according to the CCNE
arcreditation annoumeement. It also ensures that the mirsing smdents are achiew-
ing the ontcomes needed for professional practice.™

The B to BSIM program at Lees-McBae received CCWE imitial accreditation
from 2002-2007 and full sc-

creditation from 2007-2017. COIRL “ﬂ iy

The pre-licensure marsing L k.- T I""-' N
Pprogram now joins the R NE ez ]
fo B5SM program in ongoing

full accreditation

The 10-year continned accreditation by CCWE will last until the end of 2027
Foumded in 1060, the American Aczsocianon of Colleges of Mursmg (AACH),
the national advocacy organization for the 1T7.5."s baccalmareate and higher-dagree

oarsing education programs, created the antonomons accrediting ammo of the
organization in 1996, leading to the mse of the Commission on Collegiate Nursing
Education {CCHE]).

Dean of the May School of Wursing and Health Sciences, Laura Fero, said the
rigorous accreditation process required the administration, facnlty, compmaity
advizors, clinical parmers and siudents to take a deep look at accomplishonents
and how they seek to grow in the fumre.

“The Lees-bicFae College May School of Mursing and Health Sciences is
committed to delivering the hishect standard of edwcation across our programs ™
Fero said “Chr mission is to prepars sraduates to be critical, creative, and col-
laborative decision-makers in diverse healthrare environmewts. Students praduate
valuing foundational knowledze, cooperative and experiential learning, global
and comomnity engagement, scholarship, and personal and professional develop-
ment ™

Ahbove all, Fero was proud of the work completed by the May School of Murs-
g snd Health Sciences team and said she was, “looking forward o our fotare a5

we continue fo grow and impact our local, regional, national and global commuomni-

&5\-1!-

The May School of Mursing and Health Sciences offers degrees in Mursing,
Emerpency hfedical Services and Management, Health and Wellness Science
2z well as an online degree completion program m marsing To leamn maore shout
these and other programs offered by Lees-McBae Collegs, visit lme edn/academ-
ics.

The Mursing degree program at Lees-McFae College is accredited by the Com-
nuzsion on Collegiate Mursing Education (hitp:/farww.ccneaccreditation org).

Westled in the Blee Ridze Mountains of western Worth Carolina, Lees-McEae
Caollege is a private, four-year college offering diverse baccalaureate dagress,
and hands-on lesming enhance the broad core cumiculhm. For more mformation,
please visit wamclmc edu or call 828 808 5241,

Ning Mastandrea is the content manager of Lees-McRae College

&, BB Overstock Liquidation
2018
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The Inspiring Word

Commitment
Pastor Termry Cheek Th.T,
McDowell County

By the time you open this izsne of the Blue Ridge
Christian Mewrs vou will have zaid goodbye to 2017, We
all have memaoriss of the previons year, some zood and
spme not 50 good. I we are teachable we have walked
sway from 2017 mach wiser and more matmre than when
ihe year started.

AsIbegin 2018 I vividly remember a prayer of commmitment [ made after
submitting to God's call to preach and serve Him I canmot recall the exact words,
bat I do remember the context. I wonld serve Him faithfally in oy role He placed
me and anywherse He placed me. Wes, I tuthfully made that commimment, and I
meant it. I sl do. Then came seminary. From this expenience I lefi thinking the
only real service that can tmaly benefit (God is folly vocational service. That was
my mistaks not theirs. by commimment was real ot my view of that commitment
was very skewed.

My sarvice to the Lord has been threugh the office of pastor and it has been
a bi-vocational pastor. I spent mamy years thinking I was failing God becansa
I'wasn't called into full tme service. For the last several vears and specifically
through 2017 I have experienced a revival of sorts. While [ have nothing but
respect for the vocational pastor I realize the most folfilling role I can have at this
time is to embrace the office of a bi-vocatonal pastor. I have come to understand
why God has placed me m the role He has and the work He has ordzined me o
do. The bi-vecaticnal pastor is a full-time pastor, 3 full-tme employee, a full-ime
family man and moest of all a finll tme Chrisnan; sl at the same Hme.

First, mary I say I am bleszed with a job that provides well for niy famiky smd
muinistry: I am not worried sbout being a financial arden on the church T pas-
tor, I appreciste dearly the support they grve. but I have the liberty to see charch
finances given first to God's work in missions and evangalism befores coming to
me. The calling of 2 bi-vocational pastor is tmuly a financial blessing for church
and pastor

The blessing is not cnly ooatmally financial, oh no! I have the privilege of
working everydsy alongside people in the commounity I serve. [ expenence the
frostrations, trials, ribulations and temptations they do. T feel thedir pain, and share
in their victories. I also can meet with them and hear their stores of failure and
restoration and wictory. As an employes in the M prison system T also have the
privilege to meet inmates snd hear their testimonies and when opporiunity comes,
I share the good news of Fesns Christ. T gef to experience the living testimpmy I
prezch three times 3 week

Make no mistake the bi-vocadonal pastor has a full plats. Warking 40+ hoars a
week on 3 public job and preparing thres mezcazes to preach leading the church,
staying in contact with members, visiting as possible and offering associational
support and involversent make for a busy Llife. I do miss a lot of opportunity and I
regret that, bat in this role priorities nmst be made and followed.

I am thankful for these in the church family who step up and work to maintain
and manage the physical property and rescurces of the charch. The deacon whio
seTves as a ttee deacon. The membes who fake it upon themselves to work in and
their pastor.

For the bi-vocational pastor to be successfinl others play a key role; for ex-
mmple, the clnarch mnst step up md be the working. teachable ministers spoken of
in God's word, those led by God's man yet responsible m their mdividnal calling
The bi-wocational pastor’s wife is & woman of unigue quality and homor. Ddy wife
tzkes on many roles in
the home and chorch. She
SETVES 35 Iy personal as-
sistant, taking calls when
I'm oot available, Listen-
ing to folks and offering
a tearful prayer of love
and kindness. She offers
counse] to ladies inside
mnd cutside the chuarch.
She looks for mission’s
opporunities and teacles
our grandchildren and the
children of the church,
She is ooy belp mate. She is often oy commselor when I become overwhehned, and
make no mistzke, I do. She does thess things because she feels led to, I don't ask
nor expect them.

As T ook back I see my skewed view of God's work mmly sirsightensed. My
comminment t0 God and His work remains ope of faith and leaming and dedica-
ton. Fegardiess of where He may lead me.

Why do I share thi=? We all have a tendency of skewing God's calling in our
life. I encouraze you to look at vour calling and examime how you see it in con-
trast to how (od has Laid it ont. Let’s ail get on the same page with God for 2018,
It wrill be hard work and we will zot our hands dirty, bart the blessings will be
amazing. | am content in the role God has called me to, beyond that T have found
Joy im it &s well I want vou ©o realize the szme in 20138! Unfl next month may
God keep you firmly in His grp.

Terry Cheek is Paztor of Calvary Baptist Church in Marios,

Happy New Year Blessings
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Burke County Schools

Burke County Schools To Improve
Outdoor Activity

15 Schools To Benefit From Healthy
Places NC Grant

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke County

Fifteen schools in the Burke County Public Schools
district will receive fanding to add or update outdoor
activity spaces for smdent as well as commmnity nse.
The fumds are 8 result of 2 3555, 160 zrant to Burke County Schools from the Fate
B. Revnolds Charitabls Trst.

Burke Coumty Public Schools Superintendant Dr. Lamry Punam informed the
Board of Educaton of the grant award during the Mov. 27 board work session.
Burke Coumty Public Schools will provide a 361,686 match for the zrant. In addi-
tton fo sthletic equipment, wacks and courts, the funds will go toward playground
equipment, including some for children with disabilities, 3 foothall field restroom
and 3 kids® fimess course.

Puimam said, “This generons grant will allow us to establish and update areas
where our stedents as well a5 commumity members can enjoy the opporumity to
walk, plav bazketball play on playeroumds and exercise o maintsin a healthy
hifestyle. We are very gratefinl for the folks at the Timst for pranfing our proposal,
and we are looking forward to getting staned on these projects. ™

This investment iz part of Healthy Places BIC—the Trust's long-term commnit-
ment to mproving the bealth of residents in the state’s mural, under-resourcad
coumties

“The improwved school recreation areas and walking wacks are just one example
of the conrmmity coming fogether to tackle health isswes, and the Tnast is com-
mitted o suppoerting Burke County on this joumey,” said Dr. Laura Gerald, presi-
dent of the Kate B. Beynolds Charitable Trust. “There is a joint use agreement
between the Parks and Fecreation Deparment and the local Littie League that
will open these facilides up to the entire comnmunity. That's the kind of comnm-
nify collaboration and systems improvement we had in mind when we lannched
Healthy Places NC."

The nmaline for the projects includes starting them doring the 2018-19 school
vear with some poing into the 2019-2020 school year The schools and projects
aTE:
= Forest Hill Elementary - Install backstops and other athlenc field equipment
{soccer goals, efc.) for conmmmity and recreatiozal use. Pave a walking wack for
families and compmanity members to use.
= Crak Hill Elementary - Install a walking track for smdent and comnnmity use.
Purchase and install mew playgronnd equipment for school and comnmmnity use.
= Bay Childers Elementary - Install a walking track for school and compumnity
nse. Install athletic fields for recreational and conummity use. Install backstops on
the soffball fields. Install outside baskethall courts and goals.
= Direxel Elementary - Resurface the walking rack. Purchase and install new play-
zround equipment fior one of the playgrounds at the school.
= (reorge Hildebrand Elementary - Fepave the walking track. Improve the bas-
ketball area at the walkimg rack by repaving the surface and installing new goals.
Purchase and install updated playground equipment
= Glen Alpine Blementary - Purchase and mmstall new playground equipmesnt,
Besurface outdoor basketball couats and update goals. Resurface walking frack.
Imstall A restroom at the foodhall field.
= Hildebran Elemsentary - Install a walking rack for school and community use
around the football field. Parchase and install updated playeroumd equipment.
Update dugowt areas at the baseball and softball Selds. Renurface small walking
irack at Kindsrgarten and Pre-Kindergarten playsroumd.
= Icard Elementary - Besurface the basketball courts and replace the goals. Install
new backsiop on the baseball fiald.
= Ml Elementary - Install a walking trail with filmess staticns open to the com-
OIInity.
= Worth Liberty - Purchass and install playeround equipment that is more acces-
sible for smdents with disabilities. The equipment will be desizned o fit the neads
of the students.
= Valdese Elementary - Fesurface the walking track located at the athletic field.
Fesurface and update outside baskethall courts and zoals.
= WA Young Elementary - Purchase and install a Eids Fimess Course for the walk-
ing track thar the smdents and commuonity may nse while walking the mwack.
= Hilkcrast Elementary - Bepave basketball courts and update goals. Purchase and
mstall new playeround eguiprent.
= Tahle Bock Middle - Total resurface of the walking frack due to poor frack con-
ditfions ( larpe cracks in surface.
= Hallyburton Academy - Fesurface walking frack.

Burke Middle College’s Liza Wall named Regional Teacher of the Year

Burke Coumty Public Schools’ teacher of the year, Lisa Wall, has been named
the Morthwest Fegion / District 7 Teacher of the Yesr. MNonh Caroling’s comrent
Teacher of the Year, Lisa Godwin, made the suprise anpoumcement at Burke
Aiddle Colleze on the canypms of Western Piedmont Commmnity College on Mon-
day during 8 student zszembly. Wall iz the English Lanmams Ants teacher at Burke
Middle College and has 22 5 vesrs of experience teaching.

Godwin told the smdents af the assembly that Wall i=s now in the nmming for the
next Mot Carolima Teacher of the Yesr Godwin szid, “T don’t know if you real-
ize bow enormons this is, but there are over $0,000 teachears in the state of Morth
Carplina, and through this process we found mine teachers, snd vour very owm
Lisa Wall i= one of those nine ™

Gﬂdwmmd qum‘a from students andpeem whio were part of the Regional
Teacher of the Year interview process. They mchided: “Mobody zets as excited

as she does when she reads a book.” And_ “She sees the best in everyone and

E" e

Wall also is described as a teacher who makes lessons exciting, mspires si-
dents to want 1o learn, has a conmzions, can-do amimde, jumps in and gets the
job done when she sees that something needs to be done and is what the schoeol
system is all abont.

Burke County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Larry Pomam was among
those who surprizsed Wall with the apnoumeement BMonday. He said to ber st-
denis, “T always say, “be passionate about what yon want to do, and you'll Eguoe
out & way o make money at it Mrs. Wall is very, very passionate about what she
dmes.”

Wall =aid it is & “lmge honor” o be named one of the nine regional teachers of
the year across the state, but told her students, “It"s an bonor for me to be your
teacher every day.”

She said, “This is not just 2 jobr to me, this is something that I lowe. In all of the
process going through this for regional teacher of the year, I have thongzht of moy
students. Ii's a blessing to be able to have an impact on your lives every day.™
Wall has a bachelor’s degree in secondary Enslich education from the Tniversity
of Month Caroling at Chapel Hill, is a Manonal Board-Cerfified teacher and is
licensed to teach Advanced Placement classes. She started her teaching career at
Forsyth County Schools m 1992 and came to Burke County Public Schools as a
high school English teacher in 1998, Wall hes taught at East Burke High Dranghn
High and Burke Middle She is a member of Delta Eappa Gaonna Society In-
ternationsl and the MNorth Carmoling English Teachers Ascociation and has been 3
presenter at varions district, regional and state conferences.

Wiall kas left her mark on Burke Middle College every day in the classroom as
well as through a textbook scholarship program and by composing the school’s
alma marer. At Burke Middle College, high school juniors and seniors work to
complete their high schoo] diploma as well a5 a two-year associate’s degres.

Joining in om the surpriss srmovncement on hMonday was Wall's family, inched-
ing her bushand, Tripp, her danzhiers, Scarlett and Molly, her parents Tom and
Mary Eeller and her in-laars Trossie and Joyce Wall.

Two years ago, East Burke High School Principal Shane Mace, then at East
Burke Middle, was named Bagion 7 Principal of the Year and last year Puinam
was named Region 7 Superintendent of the year Burke Coumty has had ome state
Teacher of the Year in its history - high school nmsic teacher James Jerome Wil-
Lizms m 1982 Wall is now elizible for Morh Caroling Teacher of the Year, which
will be announced in the spring.

Cheryl Shyffier i the Public Relations Officer for the Burke County Public School
Syiem.
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> Pine UMC

The Lamplighters Afterschool
Reading Program

By Fev. Jeremiy Trootder
Mirchell Coungy

A wnsrtor whe stops by Spmce Pine Unired Mathodist Church
on a rypical Wednezday afremmoon will discover a hive of activ-
inv. Schoolchildren wearing srins on their faces and carrving
haavy hackpacks over their shontders climb down the stairs of
a biz vellow school tus. Soon cne gagsle of kids is playviug ball on the church
playground: another group is devowrivg 2 snack of aackers, fmir, and milk
Shortly thereafier the volunteers appear Throughour the educaton wing of tha
building, a peek into each classroon reveals a different scene of fooused effort.

I cne room Feading Buddies are sitting at small tables with mdovidual children,
halping each child with his or ber reading homework. In another space a val-
unfesr sits o 2 cowch reading a storv 2lowd as a group of kids listen and follow
along. Tast 2 Iinle further down the ball past the line of backpacks now hanzing
from heoks on the wall five children are gathersd around a teacher as she goes
over the provumciation of specific words. Across the way another sroup of sm-
dants 15 working on 3 consmaction paper craft.

Arthe close of the day the children will stream from thair rooms 2nd congre-
zate tegetker i the church sancmary for Chapel Time. They will halp light the
candles, be renunded of the Golder Faule, act out 2 Bible story, pass arcund Prayer
Bear, and be bleszed as they leave for howne - reminded thar they are Lamiplight-
ars. beloved of God, and camars of light.

The Lamplizhters Afterschool
Feading Program described
zbove 13 a minisiry of Spruce
Pme United Methodizst Churc
and commmnmity parmers that
zapky the wall-beinz of chuldren
and their faroilies o heart bady,
mind, and spurtt by halping them
1o expeneace Christian love and
T growy as Teaders and as per-
sons. Lamplightars operates on
Thesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
dav afiereeons durtng the school
vear, and serves 20 local 1stand ?od grads smdents from Gresnlee Primary
School who are bebind their grads-level peers in literacy. Mow in s thurd year
of operation, Lamplizhrers i overseen by 3 Board composed of church members,
community parmers, and educators. The program is led by three part-times staff
paople. inclnding 3 Program Coordinator (Drawm Hughes) apd 2 Reading Coord:-
nator (Fathey Haollifield), and depends on the contributions of abour 15 weekly
voluntesrs who serve as Beading Boddies and as assistants.

The story of bow Lamnplighters began invelves wany characters and chapters.
It begins with 8 pastor's prayer that God would S11 a barren Sunday School kall-
way with children being blessed by adults who love them [t followed & parent's
realization that there were too few afterscheol opporimrdes for chaldren in Mitchk-
all Couwry, and was encourazed
by a Undted Mathodist initnative
called Congrezatons 4 Children
that mwited cluoches o reach out
to thair local school svstem It de-
pended upon 3 spectal needs eduo-
cator with a literacy cerdfication
who draamed of nutoring kids w
read in har refireuent, A SCate Con-
suliant for afferschool programs
who wanted fo use ber passion and
her knowledze to halp her chuach
reach more children, 3 well-connacted Loy leader with a big heart for young uns, a
remred school adavnisirant who has dedicated her Iife to murmaring kids who kave
suffered from wauna, staff members who saw their work a3 a sacred calling rather
than as 8 mers job, and 2 group of conunined and suppomve charch folks who
came together around a vision and wers willing to work fo see it happen.

Thea story of Lamplizhters was spurred along by an energetic renred ele-
mertary-school principal, who, theough suffaring from the fnal stages of liver
cancer, contimmed drawing up plans for the program on 2 yvellow Legal pad from
his bospital bed. It depended upon the open and warm response of local school
officials - superinfendears, cwmicnhun specialists, princpals, and teackers - who
saw the program's potential and who were willing o work in partmershep with a
lacal chuach. :

Lamplizhters’ story is also
2 lesson about genercsity and
provizion. Star-up fumding for
the program was provided by the
paople of Spruce Pine TIAMC, by
individual donors, and espa-
cially, by 2 generons four-vear
grans from The Duke Endow-
ment's Bural Charck divisien.
Wlore receatly, Lamplighters was
honored with a $21 000 award
by the Fund for Mitchell Comty
throush the Comnnunty Foumda-
fion of Western Morth Carolina's

People in MNeed grant program
This pew grant will fand the
program's Feading Coordins-
tor posttion for the wext trg
vaars, and will also enable ber o
receive special maining to help
the program sarve children with
learning dizabilittes.

Albave all, the story of
Lamplizhters is 3 story about the
zrace of God: sbout bow Gad
has called together a group of
people for a good parposs, has provided them with everything they need, has kept
them going amid many challenges, kas used them to bless cluldren - and thew nsed
those children o blass them just as mack.

Through Lawplizhters the grace of God is making 2 difference i the lves of
cluldren farwilies, volunteers. and staff. The children who parficipare seem tuly
excited to come fo the program: last vear one child would wait pear the door of
his classroom at the end of the wchool day becansa he wanted to make sure he
didn't muiss the annonncement abon: the Lamplisheers s, Parents are gratafol to
have a safs apd murtuning place for thair children o be after school. Vohwireers
tell stomies of kids spronting up to hng them whan they run uie them ar the grocery
store. The regular interaciion with these loving adalts sesrms to be 2 e blessing
1o children who peed such marmirs,

And yet Laroplizhters' inpact goes bevond love to literacy. Teackers say that
the stidents are more epgaged o class becanse they have comnpleted their reading
bomework and because of the additionzl suppeoat thar Lamplighters kids receive.
Several parents have relzted that, becausze of the proeram, their kids havea basn
reading roore ar bome: soane have even asked their parents to read with them for
the first mne. Test resnlts also seem to potwt to the postive difference being made
by the program: z high percentags of the Lamplightars kids show improvsment
in thair reading scores, and a comparizen of the ininal test results sugzscts that
stadents in the program make miors progress than siroelar peers whe do not partc-
patz in the program.

Such results that suggest that, by the
grace of God, Lamplighters is living up to
its name.

Back in the 1800s, when fown streets
bad odl or zas lamips w0 provide light at
mizhr, the soeet lights had o be lit and
mainrainad by a man whe served as the
lamplighter. The lamplizhrer wonld walk
down the strest at dusk, and would 2o
from pole o pole, climbing wp a little
lzdder, raaching up and in with hes snck,
and lighrng the lamp. Everywhere the
lzmaplighoer went he left behind this lirte
pool of ligh, this circle of ilhanination

When be was a boy growinz up in
Enzland, Foberr Lows Stephenson (who
would Later write the book Treasure [sland) was simng once ar his window, watch-
ing ope of these lamplizghrers go along the soeear, leaving lizht in bis wake. His
parewts asked him, “Fober, whar in the world are vou stanng ar out the window T

Paobert Londs Stephenszon said “Mom and Diad, there 1z a roan out there punch-
ing hples in the darkness!"”

Tha Lamnpligheers Afterschool Feading Program 15 one attemnpt by Jesus' paople
to punch soms hales o the darkness, to shed some light inteo the lives of chuldren
If vou would like to halp ns pass the leht we would love to have yon jein s as 8
velantesr reading baddy, or would be grataful for amy financial conmbation vou
muight want 1o make to the program. O if vou want to learn more about bow you
nmuight start a sonilar program where you are, we would Love 1o have yon come
visit or talk with us: just call us at B28-T65-7446 or email us at spumcpastond
ballzouth per.

What a blessing it is o work wgether to punch boles fn the darkpess; o ler the
light of Clrist shipe; 1o be a Lamplizghter!

Rav Jevewyy Troxier iz Messed fo serve as the pastor gf Spruce Pine United Meth-
odist Church.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You fo

Celebrate Recavery

Thursday’'s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

www brenews. com
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PruittHealth Home Health
would like to thank you and
your family for the opportuni-
ty to serve you! We strive to
provide the best quality
services for your home
health needs.

Avery County:
(828) 733-1550

Our services include:

- * skilled nursing
Mitchell County: « physical, occupational
(828) 688-3421 and speech therapies
* medical social work

Yancey County: * home health aides

(828) 682-7825 We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding

Pruitthealth.com counties.
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CIEW.
Rewvitalhize.

Discover a Better
Quality of Life.

Become part of a group that thrives in a
university setting and appreciates the healing
atmosphere of a mountain community.

Since our community is located adjacent
to Mars Hill University, you can enjoy easy
access to lectures, sporting events, and a host
of cultural activities.

My ??‘Jf
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Assisted Living at its Best!
PRIVATE BATH & KITCHENETTE

PHONE/CABLE INCLUDED

PHYSICIAN SCHEDULING WITH
TRANSPORTATON

NO ENTRANCE FEES

(Call today to schedule a visit!
828.689.7970

www.MarsHillRetire.com * 170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754
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