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Good News Bible Club
Dipug Harrall

“And thay Broughi young children to him, that he should rouch them: and his dizcipler rebuked those that brought therm. But when Jasus raw i, ke was sench dis-
pleased, and said pnte them, Siffer the itle children fo come weio me, and fordid them not: for gf zuch is the BEngdom of God. Ferily I zqy wnte you, Whosoever shall
nat recenw the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enfer tharein. And ke took tham up in hiz arms, putt ks hands ypon them, and Blessed tham. ™
Biark 10:13-16 KTV

There is nothing in this world as mportant as teaching our children and youth about the Lord Jesus Christ. In today’s politically cormect environment it hias become
increasingly difficult to do this in public places oatside our homes. Good News Bible Clob, part of Child Evangelism Fellowship, is wery active in our local area with
4] actwe clubs m Avery, Mitchell, Yancey and McDowell Coumties plas others in Burke County that T may not be aware of There were 2177 children enrolled in these
clubs last year, phus enrolbments 2t two YAICA's n the area, and there were twelve 5-day camp programs that took place also. Owut of this last yvear, there were over 200
professions of faith made for Chrst. God is zreat!

The grestest needs are twofold, financial and vohmteers. It costs approxomately § 1000 per school year per school to fimd the program and that is important, bat even
more important is the need for volunteers. Monmally there is a need for at least six vohanteers that can mest with the club once 2 wesk, and the volhmteers nead o be at
the school or lecanon from sbowt 2200 Phd unfil sbout 4:30 B on the day the clob is meeting.

My friends, as a father, grandfather and great grandfather, I can tmly sxy that there is nothing as inportant m this life as touching the bives of our children. Below I
herve reprimtad, by permission, some of the information from Child Evangelism Fellowship that describes more in detail what Good MNews Bible Clak is all sbonat.

Good News Club
What is Good News Cluob?

Good Wews Chib® is 3 mimisiry of Child Evangelizm Fellowship in which traimed teachers meet with sroups of children m schopls, homes, commmmity centers,
clurches, aparmment complexes, st about anywhere the children can easily and safely meet with their parent’s permission. Each week the teacher presents an excif-
ing Bible leszon using colorful materals from CEF Press. This action-packed time also inclndes songs, Scopture memory, 8 missions story and review games of other
activities focused on the lesson’s theme.

As with all CEF minisiries, the parpose of Good MNews Chib is to evangelize bovs and zirls with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and establish (disciple) them in
the Word of God and in 2 locsl church for Christan living.

Can We Feally Teach the Bible in Public Schools?

Yes! The Gospal has been taught freely in public schools all over the world for some time. Wow children in the 7.5, have that opporiumity, teo! In 2001 the TT5.
Supreme Conrt mled in Good Mews Clubs v Milford Ceniral School that Good Mews Chabs can meet in public schools m the United States afier school bours on the
same terms 25 other commnnity groups. Children attend Good Wews Clab only with their parents’ permdission.

Pleasa be in praver abont lending a helping hand either with financially or by volhumteering, or better vet, both. Please contact Damell Cable ar 828-925-9122. In the
Asheville ares contact Tason Bewverly at 828-450-6104.

David Pope, MD L~
AccepTING NEW PATIENTS  (828) 766-3555 * ( MISSION

Serving athietes of all kinds, cutdoor enthuslasts C}RTH{}PED]CI;
. i

and weekend warriors in Mitchall County
-
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EXTENDED HOURS

NON-EMERGENCY CARE

WHY WAIT? CALL 'N[ISSION
(828) 213-4444 MY CARE

189 HOSPITAL DR., SPRUCE PINE N o W
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Jonathan's Used Appliances (24) Great Hope Tth day Adventist (5)  Freedom Life (30) Bospice of Rwtherfordion (11) Bram Cester (6)
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First Baptist Spruce Pine (5) McDowell County D35 (12) Hospice and Palliative Care of the  Whitsom Realty (I0) Ray's Tree Service (43)
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Church Directory
" Altapass Bapfist | The Bridge Church Ch
Church Pine Branch Berry Chapel
3631 Alpase Hary Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
Spruce 48 Church Road 207 Pincbridge Avenue 280 Chapel 51
|mm.nui Spruce Pina, NC 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬂﬁw
wanw altapassbaptisichurch.ong F'I'lml (28] Tas-8101 www.bridgewnc, org vewi.bamychapeibaplist.com
Dr. Marcus R. Banfield www.pinebranchbaptist.net
. Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams
Worehip -11:00am Reverend Bobby Joe Greene Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School 8:45 AM
Sunday Evening - T:00pm Wadnesday Service 7.00PM Worship Sarvice 11:00 AM
Sunday Youth Program - 7:00pm | | Sunday School + 9:45-10:40am Church Offics M-F Sunday Evening Care Meal/
Mﬂi.ﬁ.“ B-11) Worship Servica + 10:45am h‘%‘wm Mimistry - 530 PM
rl'hmm_ﬂ;i 2-18) Sunday Evening + 6:30pm Cur passion |5 1o heip connact the Bosy of wmww
Ghrist in this area in onder ko see s Fe
" Christ-Cantared, A Blble-bedleving Felowship o Giod Tasiorm owr communty, state, Whaere Evarybody is Somebody
Bibie Bafiaving Church™ Lml'irgmml.ﬂﬂlipﬂﬂph natice and word] {See John 17:31) And Jasus Christ s Londl
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton Grine
Methodist Church Sl el b Seventh-day g 1y ke Bl
. e 211 Lanox Rowd Adventist Church L
11080 Hwy. 226 South b s, i e 1717 Harrell Hill Road
Spruce Pina, NC 28777 S H:!-T-ﬂr;!m 2187 Jamantunnmﬁuad Baksrsvills. NC
et et sabinh it Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B28-584-6212 (828)-458-1947
BPE-TRE-T4485 Associats Pastor Javier Pastor Rick Mercer p . John Bmith
Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler
Sabbath (Satu
ks e i Sunday Sehaol 10:00A11 Bltia Sty 630 oo Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday Worship - 11:00am Wad: Youth Mesl 5:30PM - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship - 11:00 am
Chair Wednasday - 7:00pm Adult Bit b S D0PM ssopw|  |Veaetarian Buffat after church
Thi missian of Bprucs Fine United cmmmm Wadnesday Wi are a small, Chrisi-
Mathceisl Church 1o b & bakoon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM Praisa, Prayer & Proclaim - canterad family of bellevers and
-mmmmmmﬂm ’ 7:00 pm would love to share God's Word
Education. and Neriuring Barice. and Coming Agaen www.morgantonsde org and love with you and yours!
Horizon Church Grassy ‘m Baptist Banner Elk Bakersville United
P00 S g e 755 OMNE 238 iy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
e or, Sprute Pine, NC 458 Collage Dx. 118 8. Mitchel Avenus
828-437-1212 B28-765-4520 Bamner Bk, N Bakersvile, NC 28705
WA,
Pastors: Senior Pastor e : {05 LD gt idnieio
Timathy Fortune & Sunday School 10:00am Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday School - 10:00 am Rev. Ge
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM Wednasday- Contamposary Servios - 340 am ne Lanier
Wednesday 6:30PM JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm Tradtional Wership Servce - 11:00 am Sunday School 11:00 AM
Seokars (young adults) 7:00pm| AA Opan Stap Meeling - Mon, 7 pm Morning Worship 10:00 AM
#wnwmm melﬂ 7-00pm WMMWM
i Thiraugi Mifchel County & LN Messfing - 2nd 3af 10:00 am
The Power of Jesus Christ! may know Christ® Engish Classes - Tues. & Thars. § - 9pm Come grow with us”™
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Ll Baptist Church Baptist Church Baptist Church
B2B-TES-E01E Bakersville, NC 28705 Burngville, NC 28714 Morganton, NC 28655
weww plumimschench.com bearcreakbaptist. '
by W, com (828)-682-3800 B28-437-2357
wm.m Reverend Bruce Cannon Pastor: Terry Long mew
Saray Ectend 45 am Sunday School 9:45 AM Sunday School: 8:45 a.m, www.burkemontbaptist.org
Worship Barios 1110-am r e
Tamady Trurschay sessings, Worship Servica 10:45 AM Moming Sorvica: 10:50 a.m.
Lnﬁ::nmmummmn Dh:?m £:00 PM Evening Senvice: E:l!l pam. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
crnpeE by Evening Worship 6:45 PM Yot and Taamic: 6:00 pm 8:30am - Early Worshi
o 816 onck rck chocmmem bt | eme | | Wodnesday Warship 7:30 PM e W o bt posolry 8:45am - Sunday School
et e oo ks g el ud—rod it
iuﬂ-unm’-mm "For God =0 loved the word, he anfmw 11:00am - Worship
= e gave his only Son..” physical needs of oar church and oommunky. 6:00pm - Evaning Wnrahip-
' First Baptist Church of Great Ho Faith Fellowship Church
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-day Chamg Ray Rd
Catholic Church s R Adventist Church Micavile, NC 26755
685 Summit Siroed Sprice Pine, NC 28777 2907d US Hwy 70 E (82816759284
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 A28 TEE-B411 Morganion, NC waw flcn.om
Phone (828) 765-2224 mwmmﬂ B2B-4TE-2040 www.flcradio.ong
Pastor: Dawvid iw
Sunday 9:00 8m Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHornay Gitlesp
Fmp;ﬂﬂ“w 1-00- mh 5:50 and +1:00 am S S 100 Mmm ?Etm
1 Sabhath Worship - 11:30am :
4:00pm m“ e Vegstarian Buffet after church W"ﬂ’;‘ﬁ&“"
Knowing God, Sasing God, Serving it Prociaim - 7:00pm % ind he delighisth in his way™
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour - .
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Directory. This vizible and effective advertizing iz specially priced at this f.lﬂpﬂffﬂ}rf outreach E"ﬁﬂl’f.

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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Mine Creek Baptist Church

Some Things Just Don't

Make Any Sense!
By Preacher Chris Ratbbone

Mirchell County

Every time 1 read the paper or watch the news I am l
amazed and often dombfoundsd at what is zoing on
in our coumiry. There are some things that just don't
maks munch sense to me. We seam to have edocated
ourssbees into losing all common sense Things that
shonld be simple, conumon sense issues have been
made info such complicated debates that most people
can't even understand what the debate is abont! Let me give a few examples.

A few years ago, there was a story on the evening news from a South Caroling
station that went something like this. A woman who was addicted to heroin gave
birth to a kaby, Of course, as expected, the baby had major complicatons and
only lived a few weeks and sadly, died. The mother was srested. med. and con-
victed for manslaughter and placed in prison. As sad as that is, here is something
worst. She could have had that same baby shorted during the pregnancy and not
one charze wounld have been brought apamst her This goes on every smele day in
thiz coumtry. Babies are killed in a mother®s woomb and 2 lot of people seem to be
ok with it. Tust doesn’t make mach senss to ma.

In onar school systems today, our children can study and read a book written
by Adolf Hitler called “hoim Kampi™. And probably if one wanted to, one could
even invite someone mte the classroom to talk to the children abont this book.
They could answer questions and even explain to the children abouat Hitler's
worldview. Mow we are falking about 2 person who
was responsible for the slangheer of millions. For the
most part, this would seem by some as educational
and productwve for chuldren. However, if T as a pastor
ware o be invited to speak fo the children sbout the
teachings of Jesus, how do you think that would zo?
If I tanpht the kids they wers crested in the imape
of God, and that He lowes them and has a plan smd
purpose for their lives, how do you think some people
wiould react? What 1f T taught the children about how
Jesus teaches us fo love and care for others, would
that be ok? Whar if I tangzht the children shout being
honest, respectful o their elders. honor their parents,
and freat others how they would want o be treated”
These are just 3 few basics that are found in the Bible Most likely, I would be
on the next evening news and probably the fecus of a lavesnit before long! Tust
doesn’t make nmch sense to me.

In our nation there iz a debate moing on over marriage. We have same-sex
couples who believe that their relationship shonld be recopnized as a legitimate
marriaze ralagonship. Meow for us as Christians, this shonld not even be up for de-
bate! The only way one could come to the conclusion that this is fght is to ignore
what the Bible teaches. One of the basic understandings of Biblical mamiages is
the bearing of children in a8 mamiage between 3 man and 2 woman, Would some-
one please explain how this is possible in a same-sex relationship? Even if one
does not believe the Holy Bible or simply chooses to ignore it, even namre itself
teaches that this is pot normal behavior Anyway, just doesn’t make sense to me.

Bight now, thete is probably someone who is reading this article and they are
boiling over Why, vou may azk? Becawse I wonld bave the mudacity to acially
call something wrong. Fight now, I am being called a religious fanatic, hatemon-
zer, proponent of hate speech, judepmental. intolerant religions bigot, efc., eic.,
all becaise I do not agree. The very ones who zo abont teaching everyons to be
tolerant, are right now being intolerant of my views simply becanse they do not
alizn with their views. And somehow, [ am the intolerant one! Jost doesn’t maks
SETES [ IS,

Fight now, in our country, our national debt contmues to grow and grow. Yet,
even though we do oot kave the money, our leaders contione to spend that which
we do not have, and they know we do not have it Mow folks, when I was in
elementary school, leaming the three B (Reading, Riting and Rithmatic) I was
taughi the basic financial principal that one canmot spend what ope dees not have!
It's premy simple to imderstand that if a candy bar cost a dollar and you only have
8 quarter. vou wait unfil yon get the dollar before you buy the candy bar If you do
nof have the dollar, my Daddy always told me vou had to go to work znd eam !
Someherar, we have mizssed this along the way. Tust doesn’t make sence to me.

The examples could go on and oo, We as 2 nation, and often as ndividaals,
constantly ignore the teachings of Scrpture. In spite of what the Bible teaches
about respect for lnunan life (even in the womb), marrizge, raising children,
right and wrongz, finances, efc., we sesm determined to do the opposite. We don't
want to follow what God teaches us to follow and yet we want God to confimze
fo bless our nation. We elect leaders who we Enow are not going o follow the
scriptures and we expect God to bless our nation. We contimially give in to voices
of unrighteousness all in the pame of tolerance, and we expect God to bless ns.
We want to do that which iz right in our own eyes, and we expect God to bless ns.
Spomeone once said, “Those who choose to ignore history sre destined to repeat
it!™ Our nation is destined to repeat what has happened to other nations in history
if something does not change. The Bible teaches us that it is ightepusness that
exalis a nation (Proverbs 14:34). We canpot be a nation that winks st ungodliness
and expect A God of holiness to bless ns! Blessad iz the nation whose God i3 the
Lord. . Psalms 33:12.

Folks, some things just don't make amy sense!

Proverbs 1625 There is a way that seemath right unto man, buf the end theregl
ame the ways af death.
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791 E. Cowt 56 Fax B28-659-8384
Marion, NC 28752 Jewebey Dosigm & Bepain ot 254426936

Make Your
Sweetheart ?(ap@

Two 8oz. Ribeye Steaks
Cold Salad
Choice of Potato
& Dessert

$27.98
For Both

South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shopping Center

828.765.9151

western-sizzhin com

Preacher Chriz Rathbone semves as Pastor at Ming Creek Bapiist Church.

swering
The Questions
All Homeowners

Want Answered

3 Frisday Maornings i 9:004M 1 # e - e
- DT slgsonplu rul:un;;.l..q.ll_nt!
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HOPE 4

MITCHELL COUNTY

HOPE 4 MITCHELL COUNTY EASTER EGG HUNT
MARCH 315T - 11AM-2PM
Thig 1= a great time fo reach our community!
Regstration: First Baptist Church Spruce Pine
Egg Hunt Riverside Park (Befow the Church)
Lunch: First Baptist Church

CHURCHES:
Donations: Eoge, Wrapped Candy, Food for Lunch
Volunteers needed for:

Giving out fliers, Regestration
Help prepare and serve lunch

Leaders for age groups
QOutreach (donations), Clean up

Contacts: Janice Branch 828-385-6204
Church Secretary: 828-T65-93411

Youth to Youth
By Schell McCall, Bxecutive Director
Mitchell County

Yourh to Youth blembers st Bowman Middle School
L=ad Their School’s Pamicipation in Mational Dimz and
Alcohol Facts Week
This past week (JTanusry 23-28) was MNational Drg
znd Alcohol Facts Week — a3 national health obser-
vance that links youmg people to facts that SHATTER
THE MY THS#E sbout drezs. hMembers of the Younth to
Youth group at Bowman Middle School observed Ma-
numlegmdAlmhﬂF:thymmnangasuhzunmabmemss
j fact each day during moming an-

ﬂ | noumements. On Friday morming,

students were given the opportunity
to take @ quiz on the facts presented
| during the week for a chance to win
! " a Blustooth speaker. Over 150 kids
_E:tﬂnkpart.f

Thiz activity 15 sn example of

the work that kocal Youth to Yoot
BpOWeTnent Sroups are domg to
gain leadership skills and spread
awarensss of substance sbuse is-
sues to their peers! Youth to Youth
fﬂﬂﬁaymﬂl-lad, achalt- gm&dmmum-nfﬁehﬁtchaﬂ?mey Substance
Abusze Program that brings young people together to build leadership skills and

create positive change in schools and the compuanicy.
To leam more about PATH s Youth to Youth imitistives contact PATH staff at

(E2E)682-TE99, info@ipatiramc.org, or visit hitp:/pathemc. org/programs’sub-
Schell MoCall is Program Azzociate for Yancey Coumdy -5

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

In case of mclement weather, all actwifies will take
place at Frst Baptist Church

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Karen McDowell @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /

* Orthopedic Rehab Program
* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Care Ins.

* VA Contract 7 Days a Week
* Respiratory Therapy In-House * Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
» Speech Therapy * Call us for Reservation Program

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity
Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

February 2018 - Blue Fadge Chnstian Mews page 6

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park
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ﬂr.r Fegrets Family -
The Greatest Fitcher in the World.

By Pastor Dean Homeyoutt
Afirchall Couniy

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 1 John 4:8

CAROLINA HOME CARE

A young boy stepped onte the baseball field with a
ball in his hand and a bat ower his shoulder. Looking out
o deep center fisld he said ™ I am the greatest batter in
the world™ as he threw the ball ingo the air and swuang
his bat with a1l his might “Sitrike one™ he said. Azzin
faking lis stance looking deep into the outfield “T am

SPECIALIST, INC

lence in Personalized C

threw the ball into the sir swung the bat with all his might. “Strike three”. Then P S R T - Privaie Pay

‘H?J.ﬂﬂ.!ith-ﬂnth:EElﬁEiﬂﬂEhESEbﬂ"plﬂ]fﬂm “Worar [ amn the greatest - CAP for Disabled Adulis & Children =

pitcher in the world. - CAP 5 -VAH N e
Cme of the greatest things you can give your child is confidence and self-wrorth. C‘-I_mme 1 A X

This is 50 important to their development as a child and adult. T have noticed chil- - Pediatric Nurse Aids KErTIR A

dren who are trained Biblically in a Christian home with a loving father and moth- = Eleyhhs

ET are very confident. I am not talking ahout 3 prideful or arrorant confidence a Our In-Home Aldas are supervised by a registered nurse

haughty spirit or better than others amitde. I am talking sbout a confidence that whao is available during al hours worked by the aide.

masts in God and helps that child mamre in their relanonship with Jesus Christ,

mdwhenlheygatnﬁmﬂ:mrm&qﬁmmﬂmmnﬁdmmtnsﬂnﬂahmma IJI“"‘“: ‘h’ﬁ} "’ﬁ‘i 4141 L] {Rﬁ-{}l Th"'\ 41}4”

world svstern that is ungzodhy.

i y | ]
|I IrIII ] I.'I Afsoclaiion of Home .Ir 1 "."-"l CE |.|J'|. oy l|

Peabm 139:14 (ETWV 1900) 142 Fwall
praize thee: for I am fearflly and
woanderfully made: Marvelous are thy
warks, And that my soul Inoweth right
well. (%

I spesk with first hand experence.
My mom encourazed me, but my ". -‘
i T TRUCK %) MONTH
area because he was an alcobolic. *
My dad failed to realize as a voung

boy I needad his praise I needed his
enconragement. I neaded to hear him

say “atts boy™ ywon did an excellent . ! |
job. by dad lesmed o do this after I
became an adult and had 3 family of

my own; however, though I appreci- MNEW 2018 Ram 1500 Quad Cab
ated his approval the damage had already been done. As parents we cannot turn =— ix4
the clock back and have a redo. al 5.7 liler HEMI V-8, 4 Dipars, 8 speed

50 a5 a child and young teen I bomged for the approval of male role models in ! automabic
oy life. I looked for approval. It is very important fior your child to know that von
lowve them and approve of them. This does not mean you approve of the things
they do wrong, of course not. You discipline them when they do wrong, mnd then
you bold them and love them and praise them when they do right. You tuild their
confidence up.

Crur dsughters meed approwal from us as well. They need to hear thar they are
beantful, and God bas ceated them in 3 beantifol way. I do not like to go shop-
ping, but when I am asked to help look for a prom dress I zo along becanse when
ory dsughter comes out of that dressing room she i= looking for ooy spproval. That
is important becanse she wants to know what I think. I do not always approve the
dress or jeans. But when she does find that one that she likes, and I like I want her
o know how besutiful she looks in it. This is important because when God brings =
that special person fmto her lifs to wed she will also be locking for my approval X “5“;-5,%
and that is very Important to me and Pam ;

You can go to gbont oy playeround where kids are playing and in a brief tme
pick out the ones who have confidence and those who do not T am not talking
about bei . A child can be nature but stll have confidence. Confi- 3
dence isml;]lﬁltﬂ:lj;ra Mﬂmmﬁﬂﬁ‘%m:lm;dm heir parents, ' Q| A S S A

What is 3 healthy relationship betwesn child and parent? The Bible says for ] 6.7 Lifer Cummins Diesel, Leaiher,
children to homor their parents. This means children respect their parents and obey
them A wise parent nnderstands how fo discipline their children in love. “Fa-
thers who provaoke their children fo wrath™ are overbearing in nafure and expect
demands out of their children that they cannot possibly deliver. It is like the dad
who expects his child to play a sport like a professional sthlete and gets mad when
the child does not do well on the field or court. Can youn imagine how this child
feels when they do not receive the praise from their dad or mom they so desire to
hear. We can push our children so hard that we drive them away from the things
they love.

When dad and meoen love and respect one another their children will leamn to
lowve and respect others. We model in fromt of our children behavior. By child will
leam confidence when they sep me act in confidence. When we trust God in times

of adversity and pray in confidence our children will see this m our lives. The way

I bive my life for God, oest my wife, and love ooy children will often play a key

role in the way oy child will comdwct his life as an adult Is this 2 one humdred

percent guarantes. no, it is not bot I will grarsntes that your child wall bave a far RYSLE RAM

better chance succeeding in life and loving God and others if they understand their CH R DODGE JEEP

self-wnorth is found in their relatonship with Fesns Christ. What a privilege and

honor it is fo have children and see them grow nto confident voumg adults. MORGANTON. NC
Praying for vour family: ’

Pazior Dean Honeyeurt shephards Snow Hill Baptist Church i Bakersville, NC.

He may be reached at 525-355-0213, snowhillbaptizi@gmail.com , or visit their
website at www showhiBaptict com.

|-40 Exit 100 » 910 Jamestown Rd. » Morganton, HC 26655
If ve love me, keep my commandments. Johm 14:15 www.johngreenecdj.com » 828-584-5337
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God's Love

By Jody Griffin
Avery Coundy

For God so loved the world, that he gave kix aniy
Dbegorfen ton, that whososver baligveth in him showld
nof perish, but have everigsting ljfe. (John 3:18 KTV

I have discoverad since beginning to write sbout the
mimistry privilege sranted me {0 seTve 35 8 CoTeConal
chaplain that no mater the perspective offered, some
who read these words will affirm them, while others
will reject them . Some will feel validated while others
will feel wiolated. It is a beavy responsibility. But it is
2l3o imspiring at imes in ways that defy explanation.

Cme day 3 yonns man declared that God could not love im . T asked him why
he falt that way. He ==id that God could not love him because of all the things that
he had done. My respomse was to share the above promise with him. And spother
fromm Jobm 5:8, “But God commended hiz love foward e, in that, while wa warg
yat sinners, Christ died for ws. " Then Foonans 8:1, and so on and s0 oo He shared
openly his doubts. [ shared openly my faith in the Power of God's Promises.

He lzid out his ressoning to me in detail. . graphic detail. Huoman kogic called
omt that he was right about one thing. It would be very difficalt for many to have
love for him. My mind wandered a bit a5 I thought of those who had been injured
physically, emotonally even spirimally as a result of his actions. There has been
no contact from any of them. He reasoned thar if they hated bom, it just made
sense that (rod did too.

Sometimes the only thing fo =3y is nothing, and that's exactly what I did for
what seemned like forever Untl what falt at the moment like 3 feehls pastoral
effort drew thess verses to my mind and heart. We prayed and asked for God o
azsure him of (od's lowe that is so grest that it is offered to all. When he laft he
sesmed Calmet, 3t peace and appeared to be touched by the love we had spoken of
together.

The real challengs for me began Later that dayv. [ just could ot zet his “story” off
ory mind He was overcome with regret for his decisions that led to his incarcera-
tion. His shame told hito that be was not worthy of God’s Love. My own numan
limitation was challenged by his question and his explanstion for feeling that way.
Then it strock me. My soaggle to be maly ‘present’ with him in his despair came
because deep down, I understood the feeling

T"ve had my moments when I have wondered if and howr God could ever love
me_ And in those moments T am compeiled to remember that God's Llove is not like
hnman fove Homamn love is flawed by selfishness sreed idolatry and other formes
of smfilness. But God's Love, the kind of love spoken of by thoss who were
inspired to pen the words of Holy Scrophure, is different God's Love is given to all
in Jesws Christ, and for those whe will believe in him the bensfits are etemal.
Sometinee later this same young man passed by me on the yard 1 said hello and he
said, “Some guyvs in my bieck told me about what yon =aid o me that day, Chap!
I get it mow! I got it! God does love me! ow all [ want to do is lve oy life for
Him'™

Grot back and had o shot the door for a bit. As one called to share God's Love
with everyone. I confessed to God my personal struggle to love a person whose
decizions had caused such pam. Deep in oy keart T knew what the Lord was say-
g to me.

My own decisions have cansed their share of pain for others. Yet, even as I was
spesking grace to this person T was holding his sin against him Fonny how we do
that ism’t it7 (Mot really)

Bur God, with infinite srace, opened this fellow’s eyes to the true meaning of
life as (God has given it to us. And God, with infinite grace reminded me that my
sins ate forgiven throngzh the blood of Christ! Thanks be to God!

Aoments like these are what this opportumity is all about. Thank God for the
honor that I have to represent Christ within the walls! And thank you for praying,
and for supporting this work! You maks moments like these possible throngh vour
fmancial support!

Jody Griffin is pastor of Central Baprizt Churck in Spruce Pine and Commmity
Funded Chapilin at Avery-Mitchall Correctional Instifution.

HABITAT RESTORE

Mitchell & Yancey County

* Doors
 Wincdows

- Appliances

* Housewares
= Furniture

« Bath Fixtures

ing Othery
Save Money ‘“'H‘ i

(828) 766-9000

F1¥ Habitat for Humanity" HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9:00-5:00

ReStore .54

Walnut Grove Church

Is Jesus the Only Way?
By Pastor Kurt Bommsr
Avary County

We as Chrstians are often attacked as being too
exclnsive in our positions about Sahation. Yo' ve
heard the chorus before, “Who are you 1o say that you
have the exclosive rights fo wth? Yo Christians are
narmow minded and egogstcal to believe that ™

I find it interesting that T never hear this conplaint
lodzed agamest other major relizgions. Islam for ex-
ample, is mach more “exchisive” than Christianity, in that, not only do they foo
believe their relizion is the only way to paradise, bat they also believe that if yon
don't azree with them then you are an infidsl and they can kill yoo. If yoa doubt
me, examine the Chiran:

Cman (2:191-193) - "And kill them wherever you find them and mm them out
from whers they have turmed you out. And Al-Fimah [disbelief or unrest] is worse
than killing . tar if they desist, then lo! Allah is forgiving and mercifial. And fight
themn untl there is no more Fimsh [disbelief and worshipping of others along with
Allsh] and worship is for Allah alone

Tramzlation: convert or die

While other major raligions may not be a5 violent they all have one thing in
common—a clam of exclusivity of tmath. So, to lodge this complamt apamst
Christanity alene is hypocrincal

This takes me to my second point: if all major religions are nnamally exclusive
in their tnuth claims, then logic demands that only one can be right Therefore, the
complamts of the accusers of Christianity (usually atheists) would better be spent
on exmmining the clams of Christianity to see WHY we claim exclusive tmath. To
oot do so would be like 3 smdent railing against his teacher for insisting that 2+2
can only =4 insread of counting on his fingers to confinm the twth.

Dhisclammer: I'm not saying that other relizions don't have elements of math. In
fact, all of them do. I"m not saying that they’re are not nice. moral people who

What I am saying is that the only way we can be absohately sure of sbsolute
truth i=s to hear it directly from God God knew that, so he sent his Som to tell us.
He lived, di=d, and rose again from the dead. A fact no other religion can claim.
We had reliable men whe recorded the visit of JTesus for ws. We know their fest-
momy is reliable because they laid down their lives rather than recant. Cocasion-
ally a man {woman) will lay dowm their life for something they believe to be e,
but oo one will lay dowm their life for something they know fo be a e

My encouragement is 1o not be infmidated by those who would complain that
we are “holders of exclosive math”. It's OF to claim vou're rght if vou are.

1 Peter 3:15 Bur in your hears revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared fo
Eve an answer fo @veryone who asks you fo give the reason for the hope that you
ke, Bur do this with gentleness and respact,

Selzh (think about if)

Eurt Bomnar s pastor of Falmut Grove Church.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: B28-682-6144

“Serving the Community”

No Irips Scheduled for
February
Happy Valentine
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What is Love
By Doug Harrell

I dom't know who will be reading this, bt if you are
in & relationship, or wanfing o be in a lasting relxbon-
ship, vou might want o read the book in the Bible
"My beloved spake, and soid unfe me, Eise up, my love,
my firir one, and come awey:. For o, the winter is past
the rain i over and gone; The flowers appear on the
aarth; the tme qf the singing of birds Iz coma, and the
vaice gf the turtle is heard in our land,; The fe tree puttath forth her groen figs,
arid the vines with the temder grape gne a pood smell. Arise, ary love iy fair ane,
and come away. O my dove, that art in the clgfts of the rock, in the secrer places af
the stafrs, lerf me see thy countenance, lar me hear iy vaice, for sweet &5 thy vaice,
arid 1Ry counterancg &5 comaly. ™
Song of Solomon 2:10-14 ETW

Valentines Thay is 2 day that we set aside to show love and affection o our
girlfriend. boyfriend. friend or our mate. I happen to think that it is inportant to
dao this every day rather than just one day a year In May this year, mv lovely wife
Barbars amd T, if we live until then will celebrate 54 yesrs of marrizpe and I will
be quick to tell vou that I would do it over again in a minute. Saying that we had
never had arguments or gquamels would be a big misnomer to say the least, bt 1
can by say that neither of us has ever considered divorce at all, at least T can at-
test to mysalf and think that is froe of Barbara as well

Very early on in our marrizge we began reading books on marizge and mar-
riage relationships and vowed to each other that we would abways work on mak-
ing the marriaze as fun and frwirful as poessible. I want to just List a few things thar
are critical ;o making a relationship Last with an abundance of love and fun.
Talking o sweethearts, do vou really know the person vou are thinking abput
marrying? Have vou spent enoush time dating to be over the mfamation period,
do you know their spirimal backzgronnd and beliefs, are you on the same page on
social issues? DO YOU BOTH HAVE A S0OLID RELATIOSHIP WITH THE
LOPD? This is the hasis of all relationships if you want 2 relationship that will
last through the ages! MMany people today laugh and scoff at the ides of a Biblical
Marriage, but don't be so glib. God kas laid out the foundstion for love and mar-
rizge and it does not have o be dull, it is just the opposite! bden don’t be afraid
o show your emotions, tell your wife every day that yon love her and desire her,
brag on her mind and her body. Here again, read and reread Song of Solomon
and see how lovers speak to each other A woman wants fo feel loved and wanted
intellectually and sexnally, there iz absolntely nothing unbiblical sbowt any of thar.
Fomance you wife each and every day of your life and I promize it will make
marriage nnich more fun. You ladies, your hushand wants vour respect prob-
ghly more than anything else you can give him. TWe men want to be seen as the
Eknizht on the white horss taking care of our woman Let him know how much
you respect him and give him room to be the leader in the family T promise if
yion will lift him up as your leader and provider, in neest cases he will become the
person you wonld like bim to be. Let him know that he is your lover, fiend and
companion, the one you want to be with, the one you admire most. Enjoy loving
each other in sll areas of your lives and it can be so rewarding. Marmiage and re-
lationships, famiky, children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, these are the
things that make life pleasant. When the Lord decides to fake us home, the only
thing that we really leave in thiz old world is the impact and legacy we leave with
our friends and families, the difference we have made on their lives. Begin with
& loving relationship with onr Lord and Savier, JTesus Christ, and spread Christan
love to all these you come i contact with, If vou are mamied, read and reread
Song of Solomon Happy Valentine®s Dlay to all.

Doug Harrell iz a life-long resident of Mitchel]l Conng, Owner of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member gf Bear Creek Bapiist Church and Publizher gf the Blue
Ridga Christian News.

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website
www.brcnews.com

And find us on Facebook

‘Morganto

n Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

Ultimate Love

By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke Couniy

We have all heard stories that came out of the
011 magedy. The following story begins with a
man named Sanley who sat on the eighry-first
flpor of the South Tower of the World Trade
Center. Suddenly the nose of a 757 jet filled the
sky ontzide hiz window. He dropped the phone
and dove undar hiz desk. Steel shricked azainst
steel as the ceiling crashed dowm.  Electrical wires
sparked. Diecks and filing cabinets hurtled across
the room. And then Stanley started sobbing and then praying.

As many of us waiched the dresdful fate that day, news reporters flashed scenes
over and over again— the thousands of people feeing the tailding that day. Hor-
ribly burned and produsely bleeding, they smmbled down darkened starcases.

Angther mam named Brian was moning down from the eighiy-fourth floor when
be beard cries for belp. It was Sanley, who had somebow managed to crawl
through the mbble but was now trapped umder a fallen wall.

Brian pulled away charred debris and shattered doors. Fimally, he reached the
desperate man ““You have got to make it throngh the wall,™ he velled. “T can't”
Etanl-ey replied “Youn have to do this,” Brisn shouted back. Stanley clawed his
way nnil he was partly free,
and Brian pulled him from
the mbble. The two sitangers
hnzzed like brothers. When
they finally zot ontside, with
tears in his eyes Stanley looked
&t Brian and said, “Eeep in
touach becanse I owe vou ooy
Lie ™

Dipes this bring to mind the
amaring love that saved you
and me? When we ponder
on that, our heart should zlso
cry ont, “Lord, T want to keep in touch, because I owe you ooy life.™ The essence
of the Christan life is fellowship with God. When two people are in love, they
long to be together. Separation is pamdial. When we fully sense Jesus' love and
Conumiment in saving us, our bearts respond m love. We long to be with Him.
We want to spend time with Him in fellowship. We don't want to be separated
from His love for an instant! In one of my faworite books Steps to Christ we are
told that “The price paid for our redemption, the infinite sacrifice of our heavenky
Eather in giving His Son to die for us, should give us exalted conceptions of what
we may become through Christ ™ And then the mepiration of scriphore repyimds ns
‘Hehold what manmar af love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we thowld be
cillod the soms gf God. * 1 Jolm 3:1. This places sreat value upom man!

Friends, God valees us highly. He loves us immensely. He longs to be with
us imtensely. His love breaks our kard hesns and draws us to Him Through
Calvary, we owe Him our lives. The least we can do is give back to Him the fves
He redeemned and zave to us.

That is the ulfimsate example of love!

Rick Mercer is the pastor of the Morganton Seventh-day ddventist Chumeh at
2187 Jamestown Road, Morganfon. Thay can be reached of 870-820-3549 or
cimarceri@dds net. Chack out wwuw morganionsda.org. Their passion is to share
the fove qf Jezus with all wha will Msten.

Jamie Miller, CPA

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greanwood Road 2301 Rutherford
Spruce Fine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phone: 828,765 4400 phone: B28.652.67TT

fae: B28.785.4880 fax: 828.652.6755

jamie@highcountrycpa.c
www.highcountrycpa.com

www. bremews . com
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Fte Braleen “fhal ﬁfﬁ- Eeazlrs

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
TACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

EQUAL HOWENG
QFPOATUNITY

South of 1-40 |

3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |

Marion, NC 28752 |
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1989 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

wwwr, WhilzsonBealiv.com | denniswad WhitsonRealtycom

WNC Nonprofit Pathways

The Nonprofit Leader’s Guide

to Planning and Action
Contact: Susan T arson

Mitchel] Coumty

“Are we doing the nght thine" Will this event or that program be
consistent with our mission” What shonld we be foonsed om in e
shioet tenm i getto our lons-term goals? What are our long-tenm goals™

Copsuttant Fndy Fuich is an expent in belping nonprofits assess their poals and plan for
the fumre. She will be guidne a two-part process for Avery, bitchel] and Vaneey commty
nomprofits on tero Wednesday momingz Febmary 28 and March 21, in the AR, npstairs
of the The River Arx Gallery st 260 Oak Avenne. Sprocs Pine. The workeshops will nom
frorm 800 am v noon wit a repisration fee of 530 for tee firs epistrane frorm sn orgami-
zation and 525 for up to thres mare from the same pooprofit. The cost oovers both sessions
and regicirani= should clear thesr calendars to afend bogh. “The Moaprofit Leaders Goide
o Plammins and Action™ is sponsored by WHC Monprofit Padmrays with sauppont from
Drike Energy

I the first session participants will faons oo mdssion, vision,
maiding principles and stratesic direcions and anmes] plans.
She'll suzpest key ways to imvolve staff, board and volmiesrs
in these plamyine processes. and will set the stzze for 2 plapning
event fo condnet with them bafore session two. In session two
participants will describe what was plammed and what scheslly
happened md acsess wit the hishlisiv were and what they
mizht do differently the ne time.

Judy Fuech is & senior consnlbent with W Padwmays. Tn
sddifion fo working with 3 mmaber of local nonprofits, she i also
one of the consnltants munding te WEIC Monprodis Pathways
Leadership Program.  She consuls with mature orgamzstions on issues of merger, semace
sucoession. She also works with eary-stage arganizations to dentify stakehalder imberests,
dmfnlmm__n:lmsm, pﬂhnﬂ]hﬂ{hﬁhpmﬁ&:ﬂﬂhﬂﬁ&ﬁrﬂt&hmd,ﬂmﬂm
direcior and ssaff

Her backgrommd is m health education She establiched the bJents] Health Education
Proeram at Wake Porest Unmversity Scheol of hedicme (formersty Boanman Gray) and
Elso the Mmamerment Edneation Deparmient at hioostain Ares Heslth BEdoraton Center
(MAHEC) in Acheville,

To be sent a vk to register for fhiz workshop, contct Sozan Larson at sjanslarsond
il oo or BX8-TE5-2652

Sy Fufch

Suzan Larzon coordinates programs of WNC Nonprgfit Pathweays in dvary, Mitch-
@il and Yancay counttas. She Inves in Mitchell Couniy with her husband, retired
hygician David L

0 Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stop’by our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure

to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has : -
weather proot polywood turniture, customizable tire pits, and our m— ‘-pr «‘I
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and *_]
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g
work. Du: address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
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Morganton Baptist Church

| Love You. . .OrDo|?
By Pastor Dan Qurollo
Burke Coumngy

The word love has come to be used In 3 variety of ways.
Spme people may say they love chocolate or love a particular
hoblby. They may love thedr job, and they may lowe their car
These same people will then sav they love a spouse or chil-
dren. Obviously, the mammer in which we use the word love
differs extensively. In addition, the biblical concept of lowve is
greatly contrasted with bow the world views love. Unformnataly, believars have
allowed the world's concept of lowe to dictate their concept. It is easy to say the
words “T love you™; it is tmaly 3 challenze to love as God expects us to love

Many believers are familiar with the famous words of 1 Coninthians 13:4-8.1
fear that many who are familiar with this paszage do not understand what it means
and therefore canmot properly apply it to their lives. Mote the following brief
definifipns of this well-knovwmn passape and determine to make this the standard by
which youn ars maingz to lowe. You will most likely find as I do tlat it is easy to say
I lowe you_.. bt do I7
1. Charity suffereth long; therefore, it bears up under provecation and is forbear-
ing with others. In other words, love does not react.

2. Charity is kind; therefore, it always expresses itself in that which is loving and
mercifol

3. Charity eavieth not; therefore, it avoids negative feelings over someone else’s
SICCESS.

4. Charity vanneth not iself therefore, love never heaps praise on oneself.

5. Charity is not puffed
np; therefore, love never
has an exagzerated self-
ConCEption

&§. Charity doth not
behkave itsalf unseemly;
therefore, love never
behaves disgracefully or | '
acis dishonorably,

7. Charity seeketh not
het own; therefore, love
does not devote serious
effort to achisve one’s
own desires. In other
words, lowve is not self-
SETVINE.

8. Charity is not easily provoked; therefore. love does not cause a state of frmavard
arosal by anget,

9. Charity thinketh no evil; therefore, love keeps no score of wrongs.

1. Charity rejoiceth not in inignity; therefore, love is not glad in injustice or

wrongdoing.
11. Charity rejaoiceth in the tuth; therefore, love rejoices in nghteousness.
12, Charity beareth all things; therefore, love throws a3 clesk of silence owver what
is displeasing i anther person.
13, Charity believeth all things; therefore, love s trasting.
14. Charity hopeth all things; therefore, love waits with confidence for that which
is good and beneficial.
15. Charity endureth all things: therefore, love maintaing 8 beliaf or course of
action in the face of opposition. In other words, it holds out or endures instead of
flesing.
16 ity mever faileth; therefore, love never becomes madegquate for some
function.

The challenge iz indeed zreat to love as God expects us o love. I challenge yon
o determine to love those whom God has brought ineo your hife with this kind
of lowe. Imapine the impact Christianity conld make if we all simply chose to
love this way. Jesns told his disciples, "By thiz shall all men Inow that ye are my
dizciples, ifve have love ong fo another” (Jobm 13:35).

Pasror Dan Suralle is partor Morganton Bapnzt Church. Check ns ouwd on our
website Wsw.morganionbapiist.net or find us on Facebook and TouTube.

Yancey County Hospice
"What Does Love Look Like?"

By Jacob Willis
Tncey Couniy

Many pictures of love are depicted in society today.
Valemtine's Day approaches with cards, chocolates, fowers,
stuffed animals and pictures of couples in love. Love that is
depicted on television usually is the puppy love of romance
nowvels, the erotic form of love, or of the Shakespearian
tragedy. We can become so confised about what real love
leoks like that we mistske tmae love for something else. Sa-
tan uses coumterfeit images and messages about love to create chaos in our lives.
All tfempeation begins with attempting to meet 8 legitimate need in an illegitimate
way. So it beps the guestion what does real love, biblical love look Lika?

First of all, real love looks like Jesus. If we are looking for the example of
real love we look to Jesus. Lowe is a choice before it is 3 feeling. The Bible
says, “For God o loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. ™ Love iz
choosing to give what isn’t required withont the expectation of receiving anything
back. Agape (God Love) is unconditional, ummerited, snd unfettered  Jesus gave
himself a ransorm for many, m other words He died so that you may live. The
Bible says, “Fhile wa wene pef sinners Christ died for ks " He made an active
choice to love us while we are at our worst. That is love personified.

Secondly, love is an sction. Love is a choice, but love is also an acton. I
someone Is saying constanthy “T love yon”, but then demonstrating another behay-
ior, that ism't e
lowve. The Eible
=ays in Fomans
5:8, "Christ dom-
onsirated Hiz love
ronamd L i that
while we ware
yat sinners Christ
died for s~ He
took love from
thought mtoe ac-
tion. If you ever
question whether
somenne loves
you, oheerve what
they do. God mot
only said He lowes you, He died in your place for your sims. To sin meamns to miss
the mark, to set out of bounds, or to just be plain mrdsted. That's why the Bihle
=ays in Fomans 3:23. "For all have sinned and come shart of the glory of God. ™
That doesn 't mean some of us, that means all of us have broken God's law. He
doesn't judes ns for it, He comes down to where we are and dies for ns. Jesus says
in John 3:17, “Far God did nod sard hiz Son inte the world fo condemn the world,
bt that throweh Him the world mright ba sened. ™

Finally, love is tonzgh. Love omast, out of love, speak the tath. Love must say
what iz best and right, someftimes to the chaprin of the andience. Tme lowve is will-
ing to confront wrong, stand up for the marpinalized  and, when needed  stand wp
for ourselves. Jesus makes enenues because He preaches the math. The people that
lowe yon most are the ones who are willing to tell you the moth.

While working with Yancey Hospice and Palliative Care, I get to waich oue
lowe in action Couples who stick with one another snd cars for each other during
the worst of ttmes. Doctors, norses_ CMA's. social workers, voluntesrs, snd chap-
lains assist patients and families, fo provide dignity to 3 dying person. Christ is
our great example of love. When we follow His example we can change the world
one life at 3 time. If youn have never received Christ as your savior, He loves you,
and He will forgive you

Jacol Wiilis iz an ordmined pazter and Bereavemant Coordinator for Yancey
Counfy Hospice Tou may contact him af jacobwihospiceafiancey.org.

For God so loved the world, that he gave lns only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in lim should not penish, but have
everlasting life. John 3:16

—
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SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043

www.hospiceofrutherford.org

§28-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE
SN

Rutherford

The SECU Hospice House, located in

Rutherford County, MNorth Carolina,
strives to  provide state-of-the-art,
compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting, From 18 private comfortable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clock care, to
elegant living areas for wvisits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a "home away from home’,

Family Matters
By Ruthie Styles
Tancay Cowmty

Yanrey Alliance for Young Children (YAY C) swarded fomd-
ing for new Family Matters program.

The Yancey Alliance for Young Children (YAY C) hes bean
swarded a $20,000 grant by The Community Foundation of
Western Morth Carpling to fumd our Family Matters program, which will provide
parents with new opportunities to leam about topics related fo raising children
birth through eight. Over the next yvear, 24 classes will be offered in 3 regions of
the counfy — Burnsville, South Toe, and Cane Fiver — on topics such as coomom-
ment, supporting a child who's experienced wanuma, and nsing everydsy inferac-
tions 1o build your child®s skills. hdeals and child care will be provided. MMore
information is coming soom about wihere and when these classes will be held, and
how o sizn up.

TAY C is an initiative of the Blue Ridze
Parmership for Children and was launched in
Taly of 2016 with CFAHC fimding to create
nminally supportive alliances that increasa
young children's access to crrtcal health and
education services. This CFWHNC award is the |
resuli of the YAY C Parent Educanon Work
Group planming efforts, which have been led
by Teresa Emory, Cumeach Coprdinator for
Parent to Parent Family Support Metorork,

2 program of Appalachisn State University.
Family Matters is also made possible by the

many Yancey County families who gave Femily Mattors whan you are

us feedback shout their needs for informa- ~ Working rogether on projects like

tion and support. YAY C is parmering with mﬁﬂi{'ﬂmdhrmﬁmﬂ{ggyg
o,

ParentXParent, Yancey County Schools and
our many talented parenting professionals to provide these classes.

TAY C would like oo thank the Bailey-Hilliard Fund Yancey Fund, Crschfield
Charitable Fund Clyde and Mildred Wrizght Endowment Fund and an anomy-
mons fund of The Community Foundation of Western Morth Caroling for funding
our new Familby Matters Program. The Yancey Fund is an affiliste fund of The
Convmmity Fonndation of Western Worth Caroling and parmers with CEWMNC
to award grants in Yancey Comnty. The Advisory Board of The Yancey Fund has
local knowledre of donors and nonprofit erganizations, and belps CFWHC effec-
tively allocats financial resources.

Advisory Board members read spplications, aftend sife visits and relzy thedr
fact-finding to the full Yancey Fund Board With support from the Prozram Of-
ficer of CFWHNC, the Advisory Board makes reconumendations to CFWINC abont
worthwhile projects. The combination of The Yancey Fund's local expertise and
dollars and CEFWHC s regionsl philanthropy benefits many Yancey County non-
profits.

Coniributions to The Yancey Fund are pooled and invested by The Commianity
Foundation Proceeds from the invesoments are used to make prants while the
original gifis remain intact, confimung to grow for the benefit of fohare zeners-
tions. If vom would Llike to kowow more sbout the Yancey Fund please visit wanw.
yvanceyfimd org or call Fon Powell, Chair ar {828y 208-3057.

Rurkde Styles s Commumity Davelopment Mamager for Blue Ridee Fartwership
Jor Children serving dvery, Mitchell and Tamcey Counties.

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one
that loveth 15 born of God, and knoweth God. 1 John 4:7

| fimeline were not the sams. He

help.

After 2 years, we were blessed to be able fo adopt her.

| found the person God has chesen for me fo marry yet, my mission field became more clear.
| As a teacher, I see the needs our children of McDowell County have. I was introduced fo our
local DSS and the Foster Care program, and heard how great the need for Foster parenfs was
here. I prayed asking God’s direction. With each step of the process, I invelved my supportive
Jamily. With me being single and working full ime, I knew I couldn't de fhis without thewr

In 3 years, I have fosfered 3 chaldren and adopted one of them. My first fostering expenience was a liftle 7 month old
boy. We had him for 9 weeks. He eveniually went heme o grandparenis. That first ime losing a cluld e go back fo famly
was ittersweet It was SO hard, but I understood it was what was best for lnm. Three months later, we recewed the call
fo take another hifle boy. He was part of our family for 2 years. I spent those two years developing a posifive relafionship
with his mother. Shared parenfing is so important in foster care. You become a role medel, friend, confidant to that par-
eni. It also helps so you can mantmin confact when they ge home. Our third chald was a hitle girl that came fo us af birth.

God 15 hepefully shll nsing our family in some was in the Foster Care system. God can use you feo. This 1s our commu-
mify and our mission field Make a difference foster/adopt a cluld. Confact McDowell County DSS 828-852-3355.

I have always been moved te help with Missnions since I was a young child. Af the same
fime, going te a foreign couniry scared me. I often prayed that the Lord would direct me
fo my mission field I always thought I would grow up and be married with lois of children,
feach school, and live hapmly ever after. I had a love for children. God’s ameline and my

knews what 15 best for ns. As fime passed and I hadn 't
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A Meditation

Knowing Your Love Languages:
By Tiodhy Eller
MeDowell County

In our fast-paced society, we often communicate via

Facebook, Toimer, MySpace, and Snap Chat. e are able
o commmunicate with peopls arcund the world. Bven if we

are comnminicating more, [ fee] that we are not connact-

ing. We are losing the connection that we have with other

pecple. Ower the phone or intemet, we lose that enerzy
that is produced and intimacy when peopls are
together in person and they comomunicate. We
need to regain that comrmmanication betwesn
bnman beings in a face w face manner, We
need to realize that communication is related
fo in five ways. Words of Affinmation is our
first love lanmage. commmnication and quality
e, acts of service, zift miving and phvsi-
cal touch. Thess lanruages refer how to you
recaive love, and respond to others with love.
Dro you know your primary langeage of Love? o
This is key to tuilding long and lasting infimate =

relatiomships.

Tim Eller praduated from Careling Graduate Schoo! gf Divinity and has been
imvolved in prizon and jail minisiry for the past fifteen vears. Currently he is

operaiing in the capactty gf a servami gf Jesus Cheist
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Mitchell County Animal Rescue

MCAR. Dealing with A Surge in
Animal Er-us'%' Neglect Cases

By Pammicia Beam

How the public can belp identify and repont cases
of abuce and neglect

Spruce Bine MC (Tanuary 32 2018 — In the past
few wesks, Mitchell County Animal Fescue has sean
& surge in cases reganding animal abuse, sbandonment
a#nd neglect. These cases have resulted in animals ba-
ing admitted fo the shelter in termible conditons rang-
ing from broken bones, animals i need of inumediate
veterinary care, very poor healih due to prolonged ne-
glect and cases of advanced emaciation and starvation.

Sadly, in somoe of these cases, it is pessible that neighbors may have known
shout this shuse but were reloctsnt or afraid to report themn nght away, causing
unneeded suffering on the part of the sanimalks olved Becanse of this, Patricia
Bearn MCAR Executive Director, urges everyone in our community to be vigilant
shout reporting any suspected cases of animal abuse or neglect. “Feporting animal
abuse and peglect im Mitchell County is ezsy, and all calls we receive are looked
info. This can be the difference between life or death for come of these animals ™

To report suspected cases of amimal abuse or neglect, vou can call Mitchell
County Animal Fescue directly by phooe at 828-T65-6052. They can also be
reached by email at mcardirecton@gmail com. Patricia Beam serves as the County
Connmissioner appointed Crmelty Imvestigator for Mitchell Conniry, WC working
clozely with local law enforcement. Calls can be made anonymonsly if vou wish
znd you are under no obligation to provide your name or phone number. Vou can
alzo reach local and county Lyw enforcement on their non-emerpency hotline,
Mitchell Commmmications, at 828-588-0110. If vou see an animal emergency, you
can also call @11.

MCAR wants the public to know that they ars 3 resource to any pet or pet own-
er in nead by offering free services fo help low income families. These services
are available to help prevent animal neglect from happening in the first place. Free
blankets are provided all winter long outside the front entrance of the shelter, and
can be used to belp insnlate dog louses. They can also be used as bedding for
the fmmes when animals should be brousht inside in order fo remain warm m the
coldest weather. They also have a pet food bank available o the public for anyone
in need of food . *“We have 3 wonderfuol pet food bank proeram, made possible by
donstions, so that if vour pet is hunery and you cannot afford pet fond, just call
the shelter and we will provide you with free dog or cat food while you get hack
on your fest.™ said Patricia Beam This ensures that no animal in Mitchell Coumnty
should ever go lnangry.

Mirchell County Animal Rescne is here to help both the animal cifizens of
Mitchall County and the people who love them This recent influx of animals
expenencing abuse and neglect has put a sitain on the limited resources of the
shelter. If you would like to belp them during this tme of need, donations may be
made by check or online at their website warw mitchellcountyanimalrescue oIg.
Dromations of pet food or other products are also always welcome and a wish list
of items needed is posted on their website and Facebook page. Volunteserizm is
alzo encouraped for those who would like fo work directly with the animals or im
our office.

Please remember that we, a5 3 community, are the animals’ first defense agamst
sbnse and neglect. We encourage you to be aware of your surroumdings and if yon
zep spmething that comcems you, please do not esitate to contact MCAR. inwneds-
ately. Animals nead you to be their voice. By working tomether we can end awimes]
suffering m Mitchell Connty.

For more mformation aboat MCAF. visit worw mitchellcountyanimalrescue org.

About Nitchell County Animal Eescue
Mirchell County Animal Fescne, Inc. (WMOCAR) 1= 3 not-for-profit bumans

organization devored to the rescue and care of abandoned and otherwise umaanted
soimnals o rural Mitchell Coumty, BIC, in the beart of the Appalachizn MMomntains,
Chur mission is “To protect, rescue, and care for abandoned and waranted animals;
to promote the importance of spay/nenter in redncing the population of stray ani-
mals, to place amimals in loving homes; and to educate young peopls in hmmane
treauneuaﬁimtnuis.”an:hdinmﬂ-tasamusﬂjrwhmﬂr OrgamiTation. our
swocess I commnnity service led to a parmership with Mitchell Conanty in 1994,
ensuring that no amimal in peed would be left behind Although we are a small
shelter with limited resources, we are highly dedicated o our comomnity and we
strive to offer as many programs as our budget will allow mchoding: adeoptions,
infake of sitay and surendered pets, kost and found, coaelty investigations and
prosecution assistance, low-cost spay nenter programs, low-cost rabies clinics, pet
food banks and commmnity education. We qurrently operate with 4 fill-ime and
2 part-time employess who are exiremely dedicated o fulfilling our mission. And
let us not forget our dedicated commumity volonteers who share their bearts and
zpnls with our animals each and every day. We have an army of 30 regular shelter
volontesrs, 30 children vohmtsers each week from the local Montessor School,

2 9 member Board of Directors, and 2 veterinarians who work closely with our
staff at & redured cost. We are extremely prowd that our little shelter has won the
MNon-Profit of the Yesr Award from the Mitchell Chamber of Commercs for the
last four consecntve years, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017! We have 22 dog kennels,
4 of which can hold nmitiple dogs in cases of mothers with litters or bonded does
who should remain together. We also have a special cat area with 39 cages, mamny
of which can also hold pmltple cars who enjoy company. In addition to the space
at our facility, we have an active foster program with 6 homes participating. Visit
wwmmitchellconntyanimalrescue org to find ont how yon can join us in our work.

Paricia Beam works for the Mitchall Coumgy Animal Rescue.
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The Rest of the Story
By Dougz Harrell

Usnally, when I sit down and read one of thess stories of Clint's, I am langh-
g & belly laugh. Today, I mmst admit, tesrs were maoning down my cheeks as
1 finished reading his recap of advenmre. Losd, [ miss that friend! There are
pecple m all of our lives that are tme fends fom the very beginning of the tme
that you meet, Clint was one of those to me. Ohver the sixtesn years we were best
of friends, I don’t think that ever changed for either of us. Clint tells the story of
digring a littie pond o water the garden today where we started that little pond,
stands a e pond with water aplenty to water the garden and more. Mo, I did
not dig it, but had it done professiomally. Clint would be so prowd! Enjoy as you
lanzh along with Fanmer Cling!

Funny Farm

Diear friends,

I've been writmg this column for nearly 3 years — i fact,
this &= myy 34¢h tale from what I call “The Funny Farm™ at
Harrell Hill A few months back T sepmed to have ax-
hansted my imventory of stories from that fatefl summer
of 2010, . when I lived and worked alongside poy friends
Diongz and Barbara Hamell. But, “poof”, bere I am again. .
another incident has come to mind! @

Dirought Drama

Siming bere today, in our comfy FLOODED hfitchall
County, it seems impassible that drowsht plagued the area not that long aga. In
fact, the summer [ went to “Fammer S5chool” at Harrell Hill was a bot and very
dry. Conung from the BIG City of Hendersonville, WC, [ was clueless concerning
the life and plight of the farmer. Like most “cify folk”, I thought tommatoes grew
in o1y local Ingles store!

Fammer Doug was bemoaning the lack of rain, for just a second, when he de-
cided that we needed to find water to fmigate the parched garden. Being the cymic
thar ] am, I thowght to myself, “FIND WATER.? That's the most mdiculons thing
T've ever heard!™ After all, the fields were literally cracking from the extrems
hest and lack of rainfall. Mevertheless, who was I to challenge Doug's ideas. 5o,
s be mounted his GIANT earth moving thingamabob. I fell in behind bim and
went in search of life-giving water.

When we arrived in the field Dioug stopped alongside what sppeared to have
besn a ditch/stream — perhaps back in prehistoric mes. If vou laid on vour belly
beside it you could AT MOAT feel an itsy bisy bif of moisture in the soil. Always
the optimist, Fammer Dioug had refermed o it as a “siream”. . I'm thinking to omy-
self “This IS MOT A STREEAM. __if's litile more than 3 leak in the dirg®™

Farmer Doug sensed my disbelief, gave me that “Pollard yon don’t know
mattin® “ smile, and patiently explained that we needed fo carve a retaining pond
o capiure &5 much of the precions liquid as possible. “When pigs fiy,” I opined
to mryself. It reminded me of God's words to Adam following the Fall. . “And
o Adam he said “Becaure vou have listened to the voice gf your wife and have
waten of the iree gf which I commanded vou, Tou thall not eat of it. "cursed iz the
pround because qf vow: tn paim you shall eat af it all the dayz af your ijfe; " Gen-
esis 3:17. Surely the scorched gronnd COULD WOT give up encugh moisture to
SEVE OUr garden.

Jonrney to the Center of the Earth

My friend began dropping
the giant front-end loader
hn:l-;er.-'thggﬂ'ﬂlmg}rmmﬂm

Farmmer Doug never gives ap.
Exery so often I would climb
imto the expanding caverm o
shonre] it out, doing my part

this DFY HOLE! I recall feel-
g somewhat tentative about the affort. . mel}'ﬂlmwmemluﬂtﬂ's ]Jm:’ua.ps
amtﬂunakeurtwo,mheakﬂlugmm:ﬂng,mﬂyamsmﬂar —be-

nesth the surface, imitated that we were disnrbing their homestead.

Bj'ﬂnsthﬂluﬂ&thaﬂiﬂpmmdsanmﬂmrﬁt having mone
from a size S07 waist {at 309 Ibs) to 4 svelte 417 and 250 Ibs. Although Iwamas
feelmg more fit and trim than ever, the heat of the day nearly sent me to hesven. .
showel and grumt. . diz and sweat. . another rock fighting agginst my shovel.
oooooh, ahhbh coomech, ahhbh (that’s the sound of 2 man working on the chain
ganga ')

T was pretty sure that [ was only mimites, possibly seconds away from meeting
Jesns when I noticed a tny wet spot on the wall of the canyvon. . surely I was hal-
lucinating — this mmst be 8 mirage.

Hiow more. ..a little more. .. more now.. VOILA a mickle began Sowing from
the center of the earth! Fapmer Doug grinned. . .I stood in that hole, noy meouth
gapingz. s water covered the toes of my Farmer Clint boots @ . I watched in won-

der az the makeshift reservoir began filling, ever so slowly bt surely!

A Garden Party!

Peemarkably, after a couple hours that doggone hole was FILLED with water!
Fammer Dioug, with me m-tow @, oy rgged an imigaton svsen with pec pips,
2 few sprinkler heads and some duct-tape. . _he stamed the compressor snd primed
the pump before plunging it into the pmddy water. . .and we had LTFT OFF! Who
needs rain when you have a lake to draw from? g

It may be a bit of 2 swatch to say that those vegetsbles empred m applaise. at
not much! As the cool mist fall upon our garden T conld almost see and hear those
withernng leaves and stalks revive. . amazng.

A Farmer™s Praying Knees

Dhoimg the Sommer of 2010, oy summer of restoration oo Hammrell Hill Famms,
Lee Brice released a song titked “Love Like Crazy.™ I want to share a couple
verses of that with you:

Juzsi Azk Him How He Made It

He'l Tell You Faith And Swead
And The Heart Qf A Faitlful Woman,

Wha Naver Lot Him Forger
Be 4 Best Friend, Tell The Truth, And Overuze I Love Tou
o Tb Work, Do Fowr Best, Don't Outsmart Tour Common Since
Never Let Tour Prayin Eness Get Lazy
And Love Like Crazy

My friends, these words perfectly descibe Famner Doug Hamell, my friend
sbove fHends. At the risk of embarmssing him, T kope you will take this message
1o keart. .. Wever Let Your Prayin” Enees Get Lazy!

I"ve told you before that Doug always woke me long before sunrise with a
patenied, “Pollard, we're buming daylight!™ And I've described the delicious
buckwhest cakes and homemade molasses he made to fll my belly. But befors
sy of that happened . i advance of waking his helper . before stiming the pan-
cake batter . Dong Harrell sat in the dim mioming light, Bible in hand  seeking the
face and will of his Father.

We had a productive garden in the suonmer of 2010. . _a moe when much of
Mitchall County looked like scorched earth. Com . . to-
matees. . beans.okra. . broccoli. . survived despite the
drought — and water fiowed from dry ground. T believe,
beyond the shadow of a doubt, that God rewarded the
faithifnlness of oy friend Fammer Doug Hamell. . the
Lord made that water flow. _.all because he never lets his
prayin’ knees get lazy!

And the water contimmed to fill that nmddy reserroir
unfil the rain fall azain.

Praize God and Amen'

5nill Humbled in the Hills,
Fammer Clint

Turn Your Faith Loose

By Don Stafford
Mitchell Coundy

Imagine having enough faith to impress God.
Thar's exactly what happened in Luke chapter 7: 1-10.
A cemturion, a commanding officer of the Foman
amay, came to Jesws on behalf of his servant who was
sick and tormented. When Fesus offered to go to the
centurion’s bome and heal his servant, the officer said,
“Lord, I am not worthy that thouw shouldest comes under my roof: at speak the
word only, and my servant shall be bealed”™. V7

Iow bere was 3 man who understood the power of words % 8. He was, after
all, an aroay officer. When he spoke, everyone listened, and then they did what he
=xid. Mow Jesus responded quickly because the man's words were full of faith He
said “T have not found so mnch farth i all of Isteal”. The faith that so impressad
Jesus was the centurion’s willingness to believe without requiring a sign or
wionder from bhesven Al he neaded in order to belisve that Fesns could heal his
servant was the Word. “Speak the Word only,” He said. And within the hour his
servant was hesled

The Bible =avs, “Faith commeth by hearing and hearmg by the word ™. Some-
one told the centurion that Jesus was all powerful and that He could do all things.
They told him how He spoke a5 one with suthority and not as the Pharises’s. How
He conld heal the sick, open the eyes of the blind and cause the lame to walk, and
how he loved all those who needed Hom.

Jesus can belp you and mee with our problems and heart aches. All we need to
do is o our FATTH Loose and see what will happen

Dhon is the Paztor of Ledzer Baptiss Church and a chaplin af Mounzain Flaw
Correciions

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Chriﬁtian'hﬁl;iun League of NC

What the lssues of Racism and : —
Abortion Have in Common
By Dr. Mark Creech ¥

Druring the 1030z, the Fedarzl Winters” Project spon-
sored remarkable mtersiews with former slaves. Tha
project was based on the pramize that po one could bemer
describe the instmton of slavery m Amenca than some-
aae who had expeneaced it These experisnces were
recorded for posterity, and today the Library of Congress
contams more than 2,000 incredible slave naradves.

Fecently, I came across a book edited by Balinda Hunuence ttled, My Folks
Dion't Want Me to Talk shout Slavery. Humuencs reviewad and compiled 21 first
person collactons of the more than 170 mterviews by the Fedarzl Winters' Project
that were of formier slaves foon noy home state, Motk Carpling,

Hare's an excerpt from thar book. The person speaking is fomner slave, Tacob
Mianson. Af the mme of the mterview, M Manson was 28 vears old and lived on
Morth Haywood Smest in Faleigh.

“Lealonged to Colonz] Bim Eden, His plantation was in Wamen Conaty, znd he
awnad about £y slaves or more.

“Onar cabins was budlt of poles and bhad sock aed dice chitoeeys, one door, and
ane little window at the back and of the cabin. Some of the bonsas had dim floors
Crur clothing was poor 2od bomemade

“Ilay of the slaves went bareheaded and barefooted. Some wors rags around
their heads. and some wore bonnets. W had poor food, and the youngz slaves was
fad out of roughs. The food was put in a mough, and the linle n@#*@#* zatharad
around and ef. The chillan was looked afier by the old slave women who wers
nnsbla to work in the fields, while the mothars of the babies woerked The women
plowed and done other wark as the men did. Mo books or leaming of oy Kind
was allowed. Mo prayer meetings was allowsad. but we sometimes went to the
white folks’ churrh

“When bad stomos come, they let us rest, bur they kept us o the falds so loag
sometimes that the stonn canght ns before we conld zat o the cabins .

“Blarster lved in the great honse. He didn't do aoy work . owent dressed up all
the tme, and bad p#*@#* to wash his feet and cowmwb his haijr. ..

“Ilarster would wot have aov whire overseers, He bad ni@#*@'= forsman.. Ha
Iiked some of the n/@#* @4 womens too good to kave any other white man play-
ing aronnd thern, He bad bes swesthearrs smeng hes slave womien. T ain’t no man
for telling false stories. I talls the truth, and that is the muark. At thar e, ftwasa
hard joiy to find 2 marster that dide’t hawe women aroons his slaves. That was 3
zeneral thing smong the slave owners. Oue of the slave zirls on 2 plantaton near
ns went fo ber mussus and told ker sbont ker marster forcing her to let hitn hava
nothing o do with ber, and ker missns told ker, “Well, go on, you beloag to him

“We worked all day spd some of the night, and a slave who made a week, gven
after doteg that was lncky if ke got off without gemng 2 beatng. We got nughty
bad meatoent, and T just wans to tell you, 2 i@ #* @= dide’t stand as much show
there as 3 dog did, They whipped for most any lintle mifie They whipped me, 20
they said, just 1o help me gt 3 quickar gair.

“Lthink glavery was a mighty bad thing thowgh it's been po bed of roses since,
bt ther oo ope ¢onld whip me o mors.”

Feading such words today, it's hard to believe thers aver was 2 mne in ou
coruiry when the racist subjuzaton of one group of people was not considared
& grave injustice. What's even barder to believe is that members of Christandomm
in parmership with Aushims in Morth Africa inidated the slave wade o the Mew
Warld.

Gilbert 4. Fames n Baker's Dicoonary of Christan Etkics notes: “When
virices weare ratsed against this inbnman maffic, pardcoulaly by inflnerds] rmen aod
representattves of powerful orzswizations, the slaveholding interasts were driven
to find moral justficanon for epslaving buman beings. Az a result, 2 vast body of
Interature developed on the Scrptoral jusaficanon of slavery, to which larze sez-
mients of the church m the South gave support. The churches” dafense of slavary
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Therefore if any man be in Christ, e 15 @ new creamre: old things are
passed away; behold, all things arve become new. 2 Corimthians 5:17

became so wide-spread that ‘the Amencan Avd-Slavery Society observed in their
‘Fesoluticas’ of May 7, 1844, that oo instnution is more bostle w the set-slavery
movermsnt than the professedby Chrisdan church o this ooy, ™

Throughouwt the annals of kistory, one mav find professing Christans who led in
the way of follv and wickednesz. Wer in every case, such evil was pever bacauze
of Christamty bt
in zpite of it It was
naver hecanss of
what Christianicy
acmally tanght bas
2 parversion of is
acma] position.

This zamme errog
today, I helieve, is
bamg mada with
respect o abormion.
Althougzh if is evan-
galical Chrismansg
and Cathalics who
are larzaly making
the case agsinst this wanton aod gmesome destruction of the innocent noborn up
1o more than &0 mallion, thera are s6ll a number of pro-choice Catholic groups
Christan Profestant denominstions that have official and Jong-standing pro-choice
posittons inchade the Presbvienan Clarch (UTSAD, the Episcopal Charch, the
Tnited Methodist Clorch, and the United Chuoch of Christ™

Lat’s not forges that, despite the stain of nmch of the chinrches” suppom for
glavery m the past, iwas also Chrisnanity whick produced a William Wilberforce
and the Clapham Saints who had 2 profound infivence in abolishing the lave
trade. And it was Christian abalinonists that were the driving force behing anding
slavery m America.

Tha fizhr agamst racizm and the strugels to end abarton are both hizhlighred
and erophasized in the month of Tamnary, Rarme Tacther King Jr Dy is cel-
ehrated on Monday, Jamary 15th. and Sanctity of Human Life Day is observed on
Mondsy, January 22nd.

Both issues, racism and the sancofy of human life, are addreszed by God's cre-
adve purpose “n the beginning™ to make man after hiz own image Every persoa
cames the divine inage. Therefore, we should pever unjnsily disaffect, degrade.
of destroy the [ife of any fellow knonaw being at any stage or sfaton

Here's a final thowght: May God kasten the dav when our natien moght record
znd listen with awe to the frst-person testimonces of those who were targeted
for abortion, and for one blessed reason or apether survived during the sad davs
when it was =gl lezal.

Reverend D Mark Creech 1z Execunive Director gf the NC Christian dcnton
Leapue. Tou may contact him af mmarkereechdchrizianacionisasue. org or
RIR-FET-080G

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Guestions with Answers
By Eilly Graham

For decades, Billy Graham’s 3y Answer” column
has provided easv-to-read, Biblical answers to dif-
ficnlt spiriual questions.

Each weak, new answars are posted on BillyGra-
ham orz, where readers can search for specific topics
ar scroll throngh bundreds of time-tested posts from
Billy Graham and the BGEA e,

Last vear, the most-clicked answer pages wers
isited bundreds of thonsands of times. Perkaps vou
ar somecnes you koow has wondared about the answer 1o ooe of these questions.
1. Are we living in the las? tmes”

2. What is the rapure?
3. What happens the frst nupute afer we die?
4 Iz it O for 3 Chnstian’s body fo be cremated?
5. Dipas a Chrisoan have to dthe (give away 10%:)7
Do wou have a guestion shout what it reeans to know Jesus Christ as your

Savior” Yon can explore the answer and chat with 3 wamed coach who's waiting
to halp von

o
How bad is the world going ts have o get before God Anally steps tn and
Jesns comes back? I ger very concerned when I see all the evil thirgs thar are
happening in the world feday. Are we fving in the last fimes?

Al

The Bible wams us agamst making precise pradiczons sbout the exact mmna of
Jesus” renurn—ur His refurn is certain, and we may well be lving m the [asy davs
before He comes again The Bible
says, "The night 15 nearly over;
the day ir alwort here ™ (Flomans
13:1%)

Sleoatly before rafuming ta
Haaven Jesus told His disciples
that spmneday He would coms
back to establish His Eingdom.
Bur before that conld fzke place,
He zaid, ceram thungs woeuld
have to happer—and we see
many of thase teday. For ex- —_—
ample, He said tat before His renum the Gospel nmst be preacked throughonr
the wrorld (ses Mark 13:10). Wever bafore has this been possible—but mow it 13,
throngh radie and the Internet and other moderp meaes of commuureation.

Yo also have placed your fingsr oo another sizn JTesns pave: Satan’s fwal at-
tempt to halt God's work throwgh 2 massive onslanghe of evil Our world 1s no
swanger to evil; Satan has alwavs been working to stop God's plans. Bar God's
epenes now have access to medem weapons of mass desmuction, spd no one can
predict whart the oncome will be. Jesus said, “Tou will hagr of wars and nowors af
wars. ... Natfon will rize apaist nation " (Matthear 24:6-T)L

The r=al quastion, however, is this: Are you ready for Christ's renum” You can
be, by tuming to Hon and putting vour faith aod fost in Hiw, Don't fake His
warnings lighely, bar commir your Lfe withowt delay to Jesus Christ
Are wou ready for Choist™s remm?

Wheat i dhe rapore?
Al
There are many Christans who believe that the sacond coming of Jesus Christ

will be in e phaszes. First, He will come for belisvers, both living and dead, in
the “raphure” (read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-17). In this view, the reprure—vhick is
the mansfonuaton svd carching wp of all Christans, dead or alive, to meet Christ
in the sir—will be secret, for it
will be maknown to the world of
nnbelievers ar the mme of its hap-
pening,

The effect of this remowval,
in the sbsance of nmltmudes of
peopla, will, of course, be evidant
an earth, Then, second, after a pe-
riod of seven vears of mibalation
aa earth, Christ will remrn o the
earth with His chuoch the saints
who were raprurad (Machew
2430, I Thessalontans 1:7, 1 Petar 1:13, Fevelation 1.7 He will be victorious
aver Hiz enemies snd will reign on the earth for 1,000 vears {the milleaniun) with
His samuts, the church

Sigms of the end of the world” Fead rhus Brblical wizsdom from Billy Graham
and Franklin Graham.,

After 1000, living vwhelievers and the wicked dead now raised to Life will be
udged at the great white throwe judzment. They will then be cast ito the lake of
fire, while the saved will live Sorever with Christ io a new hesven and sarth (Fev-
eladon, chapers 19-27).

Be ready o meet Christ by giving your life to Him todsy,

Adany other evangelical Choristans belisve that Christ’s retam and the rapnara
will not ecour uanl the seven vears of the mibnlation have ended, As far as the
later view is concemed, the rapnoe will not be secret, since it will be pam of
Christ’s visible and oouanphant renum 1o end this present evil age (1 Thessala-

niams 4:13-17) Ar this point, mterpraters differ a5 to whether there will be a literal
thonssnd-vear reign of Christ on earth or whetker the white throne judzment and
the new heaven snd earh will immediataly appear

All Christans do not azree on every detatl of what will ocour in the final events
of this world's kistery, Some of these events and their order of cconmmeace have
simiply not been made clear o the Bible. Whar is important is that all Christans
hold in common that Charst will uldmately renon bodily, vistbly, and glortously to
reizn and mile with His resuarected and mansformed saints forever and ever. The
darails of this grear event will be made kuewn in God's own dme.

Ara vou rapiure readv? Fead more m this Bible study from Anne Graham otz

Q:
Hhar happens fo ns m e ffra minete gfter we die? Do we enter heaven

mmediaiely, or do our serly go into seme kand gof ¢ slesp wnil the end af Gme,

when our souls and enr bodies will be reunited? I've always had lors af ques-

fHons abour hagven.

Al

The Bible doesw't answer all cur quastons abont heaven and life afier death—
and the reason is becanse our nunds are limited, and keaven is far too glenous for
us 1o understand. Someday, all of oo guestions will be answered—but not yet. As
the Aposile Panl wrote, “Now I beow in pary; then T shall Brow felly™ (1 Corinthe-
=ms 13:12). —

Howevar, the Bible certamnly ' e .
does indicate that when we i
die wa antar inmediztaly inm
God’s presance if we belongz 1o
Chrst. From our earthly podot of
view, death looks somewhat like
slesp—but oot from God's potut
of view. Paul declared “We arg
confident fof eternal i), I ray
and wold prefer fo be away from
rhg body and ar home with the
Lord" (2 Connthuans 3:8). Elsewhere he wrote, "1 desirg fo depar? and be wizh
Cheist, winch iz betfer by fior " (Philippians 1:237

Later wa will be given new bodies—hodies thar will never age or ba snlject
to death bacause they will be like Christ's resurection body. As the Bible says,
“The aead will be raised imperizhable, and we will be charged ™ (1 Connthians
15:52)

Iz vour bope e Choist? Death is 2 realig—bat so is God's offer of salvaton
in Chrst Den't put off your decision for Him, because vou could be callad inmw
atermity &t sy momen—and then it will be too Late.

Drow’t weadt, imvite Christ iwte vour life roday

HWher a Chrisnan dies, ts 1 @l right fo cremaie the body?
A:

The Bibla does not give specific direcnions for the disposal of the body fiol-
lowing dezth. Bible-ara practices are described in Ulngzer's Bible Dictionary as
follows: “Intermuenst in Bible omes followed soon afier death, as is evident m the
narranves of the burial of Sarah (Genesis 23:1-200, Rachel (Genesis 35:19-20),
and Pebsekah's nurse (Gepesis 35:5). The Habrews did oot pormally cremnsts,
excapt m mast uansnal cases of emerzency, a5 inthe case of Saul and his sons (1
Sammel 31-11-13).

Later Babylontans burned theor dead and deposited theor ashes 1o oroate funer-
ary vans, as did Greeks and Fomans, Hebrews in later mme, ndicated by the
numerons ossnares found in Mew Testament Palestine, also pracuced cremation
Chrisnans will want to show respect for the body. Even thonzh the essential par-
=00 or spint kas moved on to an efemal destomy, the body is the tangibls reminder
of all that person meant tows. In additicn the body is destnad for reswrrecton,
mansformation snd renniow with 1
the spirdt af Chost's refarm.

Whether barizl or cremation
bast expresses that approprizts re-
spet s A very personal decision.
The wizshes of other close family
mernbers and friends showld also
be considered in auv dacision, be-
cauze they are the enes who will
live with the decision and with
the memaries.

Ar the resugraction it will not
make amy differsncas whether 2 person’s body has been bured or cremared. God
knows how to ratse the body, efther in the resumecton of life or the resiuraction
of copdemnation (Tobn 5:25-29%. The new body of a Christizn will be a radi-
cally changzed aud zlorfied body Lke the body of the exalted Chrst It will be an
aternal, spirttzl body never azam fo expensnce weaknass, dizease, suffening or
death {1 Comdnieans 15:35-34 and Philipptans 3:20-21).

Q:
Dper a Chrisdar have fo mhe?
A

Christians whe want o please the Lord often bave questions sbout othing
The dictionary dafines the word “tithe™ a5 “a tewth part of something paid as a
volamtary cowtribution or &3 2 tax especially for the wmpport of a relizious soab-
lishrnent.™ It was a common practice in the Old Testament aud was required of
membars of the nation of IsTasl.

continued on page 15
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

continued from page 17

Many Christian: believe that this principle of giving one-tenth shenald be car-
ried over ta the Mew Testament in giving to the charch and other Christian organi-
zanons. Billy Graham would fit info this category. He has said, “We have foumd in
our own home, as have thousands of others, that God's blessing npon the nine-
tenths, when we tithe, helps it to go farther than ten-tenths withoat His blessing.™
However, even then the question as to whether to tthe from one's net or gross
income is aof answered in Scriptare, mor is the queston of whether to give it all to
the local chorch or oo include other minismies. We feel that such decisions should
be bazed on personal conwviction.

Crther Christians who fithe do so simply becanse they respect the O1d Testament
principle and find it a helpful place to begin in their giving They do mot believe,
however, that tithing is 2 New Testament oblipation. It is not menfioned in the
Mewr Testament except whers it is describing Old Testament practices or in the
(ospels where Jesns is addressing people who were umder the Old Testarment law.
Mote Tesns' comments to the Pharisess in Luke 11:42.

A Mew Testament teaching on giving which may be helpful to yon is fionnd in 1
Corinthians 16:2: “On the first dgy af every week, eack one of you should set azide
a sum af monay in beaping with kis income. " This passage brings out four poimts:
we shonld give individually, regularly, methodically and proportionately.

The matter of vour giving is between you and God, and He always takes mio
sCoount our circunnstances. He knows when they are bevond our power to direct
and confrol. The important thing is that we see giving as a privilege and not a
burden. It should not be out of a sense of duty, but rather ont of love for the Lord
and 3 desirs to see His kingdom advanced

Second Corinthians 9:6-T says: “Remeember thiz: Whoever sows sparingly will
alza reap sparinely, and whoever sows generowuzly will alzo reap generously. Each
mern shewid give what he has decided in kiz heart fo give, nof reluctantiy ar undar
compuision, for God loves a cheerfld giver ™

The desper question, you see, is this: What has priority in our lives? Is Christ
really first—aor do we put cursehves and our own desires first? Make sure Christ is
first in your life, and then ask Him fo guide you.
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The Inspiring Word

By Pastor Termy Cheek Th I,
MeDoweall Coumgy

Febmary is a month famons for one thing, LOVE.

I'm thinking Valentinss Trhay! TWe set aside Febrary
14th every year to recopnize our love mmd affection for
bhushemds and wives. I realiza there 1= no Valentimes Diay
in the Bible, if you're a student of God’s word you know
that everyday should be Valentinss Diay for the hnshand
znd wife wmited by God.

I write specifically to busbands snd wives because God ordsined this relation-
ship from creation. Froon Adam and Eve and throughout God's word, we find the
relationship of a man and woman as bushand and wife equally yoked as God's
plan for the family and procreation

It is hearfbreaking to see what man has done t0 mamriage and loman sexualicy.
Consider the book of Genesis and begin there. The fall of man in the Garden and
Sodom and Gomorrah are both exsmples that teok us down a dark path concem-
ing sexmality. Today man tries to justify many things; same sex relationships,
couples living together outside of marriage adultery, pomography, hi-sexneality
and even pedophilia as leFitimate expressions of love. God calls these and more
like them sin. For the Christian mammiage, Valentine's Day is not about sexnal
perversion, it is a celebration of Godly love There is no gemime love zpart from
the love God calls 3 man and woman nbe as lasband and wife. For example, in
Hebrews 13:4 we read “Marmiage is homorable in all, and the bad wndgfiled: but
whoremmongers and adulferers God will judee. ™

I want to take this tme to honor biblical marmiage. Mot just marrizge. at bibli-
cal marmiage. There is a difference. In Dewterononty God told Israel not to marmy
info the neighboring people. Mot because of race, but becanse of idolatry. The
neighbormg people did not knoar the God of Israel, they worshipped falze gods
and images mads by their hands. God did not want that infinence in His people.
From 2 Corinthizns §:14 “Be ve nor inegually yoked fogathar with unbeliovers:
Jor what fellowship hath righteousmess with werighfeousness ? and what commi-
xiown katk ekt with darkness 7" This paszage goes much deeper than marmage, it
relates to every aspect of the believer’s life. Yet, it does inclnde mamiaze. This is
written o the believer. We are responsible for how we approach mamiage.

Like many pastors, | coumsel. Too often this commseling imvolves mamiages. 1
have heard too many bustands amd
wives tell me if they only knew the
other person was not saved. Befora
I'marry anyone, I azk specifically
if both are saved, are they bom
azain This is the foundation of 8

1
’-"'...
Godly marriage. I will not mamy a |f }?ﬁ’

couple umless both have a testimo-
oy of being saved and both have
2 home church to reference back
too. I counsal singles to know the spiritual condition of the person you're dating.
Just claiming they are a Christian isn't enough. There are oo many definitions

of a Christian fioating around today. Ak pointed questions, where do they go o
cloarch, how longz have they been zoing there, what work are they involved with,
what is the pastor's name, visit with them and listen to the comversations with oth-
ers_ If they are well known or not, the comversation will tell you quickhy: I'm not
trying to break wp dating conples, I'm trying to save futre mamiages.

A mman or worman with a lustfol heart will tell you awything yow want to bear
=0 they muay fulfill their fantssy. It may be sex. money, powar, inflnence or even
& quick escape from an nowanted home life. What ever the reason, ifitisn'ta
Godly marmriage or kasa't become one throngh the salvaton of laskand and wife
it has lirtle chance of surviving. If the devil helped make it he will destoy it. I
is always God's desire fior a marriage to be successful A Christian should never
give up on their marriage, The Christian can be the testimony od nses o win
the spouse. That doesn’t mean a Christian should live in dangerons conditions.
Separation and divorce are two different things.

A Godly marmiage is a beautiful mamiage A man and woman both born again
by grace and throngh faith in Christ alone. Christ is the foundstion of their lives
znd will be the foundstion of their marmage. Thess marnages hawve problems too,
all marmagzes do. Thers are falts and failores. even sin froom temptation. Where
Christ reigng there is HOPE! Divorce will not be mentioned in the Christian mar-
rage, why, becanse the Christisn marriage has a foundstion that will not coomble
and both busband and wife will want to fight for it. If you and your spouse are
both bomm again praise God fior that, many tedsy can't say that. Enjoy Valenting's
Dray as your special day of the year to worship God for His creation of marmiage.
Femember to cherish each other a5 Panl reminds ns in 1 Corinthians 7:3-5 “Let
the hsband render unto the wife due benmvolence. and likewize, also the wife
wito the esband. The wife hath not power of her own body, bu? the husband: and
Tikewise alzo the huzband hath not powaer g kis own body, bur the wife. Dgfraud
e not one the other, except it be with conzent for a fime, that ye may give your-
sehaes to fasting and prayvar; and come together agaim, that Satan tempt wou mot
Jor pour mcontimency. ” Sound counsal from God's word conceming marriage.
love and Valewtings Diay, unfil next manth may God kesp yon fimmly in His grip.

Torry Cheak s Paztor of Cahvary Baptist Church in Marios.
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Discover Your Self-worth
By Joyce Meyer

Every person on earth needs to know they matter—they
need to know they’re valusble and they mean something
fo somepone. The problem is when people don’t get a good
start im lifie, they often waste their lives searching for self-
worth in all the wrong places.

In the world todsy, people so ofien base their vahie and
imporiance on what they do, how muoch education they have, who they know,
what kind of clothes they wear, how they look, their job title, and the list zoes on.

But when worldly standards determine your sense of self-worth, you’ll always
be soiving o please people...and it will derail you from your God-given destimy.
The only way to find e security and have a bealthy self-esteem is by knowing
and experiencing the love of God.

The apostle Paul talks shout this in Galatians 1:10. He says: “dm I now trying
fo win the fivor and approval gf men, or of God? Or am I zealing fo pleaze some-
oma? Jf I were still trying to be popular with men, Iwould not be a bond-servamt of
Christ™ (AME).

He's basically saying, “If I wese trying to be popular with people, I wonlde't ba
serving (rod and know that He loves me.™

I can say with certainty that if I was oying to be popular with people, T
wouldn't be doing what I'm doing today. When God spoke to my heart sbout His
call on my life to teach the Word, I didn't receive noch support from those around
me.
As I beran to step out and do what God placed in my hears, some of my fiiends
and famity told me I shouldn’t be doing it [ was even asked to leave the church
Iwas attending at the time. and T ended up losing friendships that T thought were
ImpoTtant b me.

It was a wery difficult sesson, bt T discovered that while it"s not always easy to
do what God calls s to do, obedience to Him is abways worth it in the end Dhainz
things Grod’s way is the only thing that works in the long Tun. There ara people in
your life—TI"m talking about people other than your spouse and children—who
may come and go over time, bot God will abways be with you because He loves
you and He promises 1o never leave vou nor forsake yon (see Hebrews 13:5)
The bottoan line is you are valnable because God loves you and He gave His
only Son, Jesns Christ, to die for you Your worth is not based on how vou look,
who you know, your ttle ar work or aoy of the other superficial things the world
considers imprassiva.

Afier Panl met Christ and became a bom-again believer, he came to realizs that
everything alze was meaningless comparad to the priceless privilege of knowing
God. T sbeolutely lowe what he says in Philippians 3:8:

T count evarytiing as loss compared fo the priceless privilege and supreme
advaniage qf Fmowing Christ Jesuz my Lord [and of groving more decply and
thorouehly acguanded with Him—a joy unegualed]. For Hiz sake I kave ozt
everyiiung, and I consider it all parbage, so that I may gaim Cheizt ™

The mth that God lowves you is what makes you valuable. He created yom
because He loves you and wanis to have a personal relationship with you. He has
wonderful plans and purposes for your life. and His love for vou is umcondition-
al—He lowes you just as mnch on your worst day as He does on your best day!

N matter what your past is like where you're from what you've done, or
where yon are today, God is there for you and He loves you! He lowes ns all the
same and He wants to meet us right whers we are to beal our wounded souls and
bring us ont of the messes we're in—whether it's 3 mess we've craated or the
result of what other people have done o us.

Afier the vears of being sbused by moy dad and abandoned by my mother (who
knew what he was doing but didn’t have the courage to stand up to him), I was so
messed up! I felt worthless, guilty, damaged, used, condernmed and termibly inse-
cure. I ied to find moy worth and walee in mamy things, especially in work. And
Iwing this way just made me more mizerable, anery and messed up.

It was so wonderful to discover that God loves me and to find the healing and
restoration I desperately needed thronzh my relationship with Him. The truth is
Grpd 15 50 mnch more important to us than any person in the werld conld ever ba!
I want to encourage vou to spend fime seeking (God in prayer, studying what the
Bibls says abont who He is and hew He loves you Meditate on scripturas like
Ephesians 1:4-5, Fomans §, Psalm 27:10 and Isaizh 38:17. Ask God to help you
leam to receive His love and find your troe worth in Him He chose you on pur-
pose. . .He wants you and He loves you._.and there's nothing mare valuable than
that

For more on this fopic, order Joyoe's for-CT series Moving Forward. You can
also confact ns to receive our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling
(B0 TAT-0673 or visifing Wanw.j oVCeIeEVer oo,

Please note: The views and opinions expressed thronshout this publication and!
or website are those of the respective authors and do not necessanily reflect those
of Joyre Meyer Ministries.

Joyce Maver iz a Now York Times bestzaliimg author and founder af Joyvce Meyer
Adiniztries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, meinding Battigfield of

the Nind and Overioad: How fo Unplug, Lnwingd and Unleash Tourse[f from the
FProzrure of Strecs (Hachetta). She hastr the Exjoyving Everyday Life radio and TT
programs, whick air on lnmdreds of stafions worldwide. For more information,
VISTE WWW, oy CaTmEyan oTE.

VoY

The Rotary Club of Spruce Pine

Mitchell County SafePlace

By Doug Sudduth
Mirchell County

The Fotary Club of Spruce Pine received an informative
program abont Mitchell Coumty SafePlace from Dr. Dan
Barron and Eellie Bizgs when the club met on December
21. Imroduced by Fotarian Elaime Percival, Dr. Bammon
spoke abowut the nuonerons agencies that receive grants
from the Fund for Mirchell County and then invited s,
Biggs o talk about ber work with the Teen Dating Vie-
lence Prevention Program. Onver the last two years §20 stdents. ranging in age
from 11 to 16, have had the opporhunity to participate in the Safe Diates program.
The evidenced-based oumicuhum helps in the prevention of dating abuse, a factor
linked to alcohol snd other
drug abuse. Sdents are bet-
ter shle to understamd both
emotonal and physical abuse,
TECOENITE Walling signs, set-
friends who may be in sbusive
relationships. As one smdent
sxid, “This class is Important
=i that af 8 Voung Age We Can
bacome aware of the physi-
cal and mental abuse that can
be cansed by dating sbuse.”
Spruce Pine Fotarians support
the program that Ms. Bigzs
has implemented m Mitchell d
County Schools and appland  pa gy Elgine Percival presenting a locally

hs:rﬁ:ffnmmkﬂwmthi“m handmade Rotary mug to Eallie Biggs

Doug Sudduth i the Public Relations Officer for the Spruce Pime Rotary Club.

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

€<C > COOPERTIRES

QUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON!

DISCOYERER SRX
Fremivm laxary
COW ST Towring

Feemivm AN-Trerain
UTISHT Light Daty

C55 ULTRA TOURING
Fremium [arary Peanng

COOPERTIRE. COM

Spruce Pine Tire
828 765 2186

Mondoy: Friday Tam-5pm
977 Oak Ave Spruce Pine NC 28777
€L COOPERTIRES
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Prank Called by Worry

By Jerry Lewis
MeDowell Coungy

Worry is like an unwanted sales call an untmmely bill, an
annoying mterrupton in cell service. It doesn't seek permis-
sion, doesn't give advance waming, and stays longer than
wyou want. It cares pot for whatever else has filled your day
and will take all your brain and heart space. '

How do you close the door when wommy knocks? How do von bang up the
phone when worry callsT

Dlicah gives an answer
m 77, "Buf as for me, T
w.i'”mtrarhi.mﬂ I

.L....__; Wil wait for the God of
f’ ‘-‘mm ray Crod will
hear me_ "

I =zaid this Sunday and
it bears repeating: there
st be "but 25 for me”
fimes in your life. Some
will be bigger than oth-
ers. However, if you've
detemmumed that wormy has o be gone, that it is a sin vou are no longsr willing o
tolerste (I hawve), then I'll share with you what T'm dpoing.

I'm memorizing MMicsh 7:7. Sounds simple I know. Tust vesterday, worry callad-
-intermapéed an otherwise pleasant drive down Highway T0. And when it did, [ zn-
swered with Micsh 7.7 I prayed out lowd, "Buf az_fbe me, [ will look fo the Lord; T
will wand for the God af my salvation; my God will kear me. " Worry left

I'm mot trying to be frite or dismissive. I'm simply saying that wormy is no match
for God's word--and that I've got to leam bow o answer wormy's call. T'm not sure
I can ever aveid worry's calls—perkaps one day they will come less and less. T do
know hew to answer them

W vou join me? Answer worry with God's Word.

Jerry Lawes is Semtor Pastor af Grace Commnmily Church tn Marion.

What We Preach
By Shawn Thomas
Burke Cownty

"To me. the very Ieast gfall zaits, thiz grace was graem,
fo preach fo the ntiles the wifnthomable riches gf Chrizi.”
(Ephesians 3:8)

Heze Paul shares the essence of the Christian meszage.
Both what this message is, and what it is MOT, are signifi-
Cant

The message we have, Paul says, is “ifw upfathomalie
richas qf Christ ™ Jesus Christ Homeslf is the Christian meszage. He is “‘the way,
i the tructh, and the [ife, and ro one comes fo the Father bur through (Him).”
{Tobn 14:6} In Him i= found “every spiriteal Bleszing in the heavenly places™
Ephesians 1:3 tells us. 5o just as Paul shared in I Coninthians 1:23, “We preach
Chrizt crucified ._.". HE is our megzage.

This meszage is also MOT what many “Chrstian™ munisters and ministrias
foons om today:

= It is WOT a proclamation of physical healing and material prosperity.

= It is WOT “positive thinking.™

= It is WOT merely “family vales.™

= It is WOT “cloarch growth.™

= It is WOT conservative politics.

Some of these things may be zood, or have certain good elements. Bur they are
oot to be the focus of the meszape of a Christian charch or mimistry. Only Jesus
can save (John 14:6). And every spirimal blessing is found “in Him " Ephesians 1
repeatedly shows ns... 5o as Panl points ont here, our message is “fo preach . the
unftrhomable Fiches of Christ. ™

Shawn Thomas 15 Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Bapist Church in Morganton.
Hiz messazes mmd devetionalz ane avatiable af wssshmesnerthomas_ com

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News' on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

MODELSHOWN IS NOT
/AILABLE UNDER-$80,000

AKX SEASON SALE

PUT YOUR TAX
REFUND TOWARD
INEW ENERGY SMART

| HOMES, STARTING
UNDER 560,000

iz ﬂmm1 AN INSTALLATION

BEB 433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NG 2B655
www. claytonmorganton.com

www brenews. com

February 2018 - Blue Bidge Christian Mews page 20



“Can anybody find me somebody, to love. 7"

The srains of the elaciric goitar were screaming to the
willing of Freddie Mercury's nearly falsetto pitch. Tha
singer with the one-of-3-kind voice echoed in my ears
as he kept repeating the refrain, “Can anybody find me,
someone, to love” For something different for ooy nm
fonight, I picked a playlist a little ontside of moy mormm;
Crueen was on the docket. Back when I began mnning in the late seventies, at the
tender age of 15, they were one of my faverite rock bands, Maive, I had po idea
of their Lifestvle. To me, they made music that was challenging and mspirneg. My
own musical talents were lmited to the organ. The combinstion of opers with
rock genres that Cueen had become known for, resonated within my voung being.
Tt was all that mattered at that time. Besides, who didn't remember listening to
“We are the Champions™ in 3t least one High School pep rally?

That was many years past, at a ime when the words teen and monble went hand
in kand. Like so many youths of our world, then and now, who seek someons fo

thiz was the proper alimde for tomight’s Sight.

Some call it the nianer’s high when the body's endorphins are released to
protect our omscles from pain. Call it another one of God's little miracles. When
our muscles are tom in the process of exercising, the endorphins boffer the pain,
allowing us o push ourselves farther than we might otherwize. The more we
become ploysically fit, the gpreater the nomber of endorphine are releazed. Once we
become one with our body, we can almost achieve a feeling of muoning on air. 5o,
it was this evening. at least for a few sparse moments. when I had finally found a
rhythm that matched its pace and was back in the groove. It felt pood, but T knew
it wouldn't last. The belt on the treadnsl]l Aowed beneath as the gray sky oniside
the fimess center faded away.

“T've got to gef out of this prison cell ™ Freddie sang. The imaze of this earthiy
body came to mind and the day when we meet Fesns in the sky, in our new bod-
ies, made whole and anew. “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up fopeither wiih ther in the clouds, fo meet the Lond in the air; and so shall we
evar be with the Lord -1 Thess 4:17

It fielt as if I were being lifted beyond that cursory station in life. awsy from the
toll of keeping that decaving shell fit. Bafore me was the image of the cross. His
body, sbused, flayed, and bloody, ling limp. It felt as if my approach was on band
and knees. Heyond me, the song contirmied “Somebody. tono, toooen, love ™

There before me humg that preciows life, the Son of God T had foond him
somebody to love, and what was made all the more precions, He loved me maore.
As the ancient rock song played behind me, the love of Jesns bagan to wash oer
ory soul. His love floeed throngh my veins like a miver of the Spirt descending
from on kigh,

I was moworthy of such love.

There was no compassion on earth combined thar could match the feeling that
poured from the cross. My bomble being crawled beneath his, looking up at the
shattered nonan fonm, where once abode God in the fesh Tears fonmed in my
eyes 35 I looked upon his imags.

“Come and see,” he would tell the disciples when they asked where he dwelt.
Yet, He was no longer here. We could not go and shode with him on that day for
he had bepon hiz croszing of that great strand He would fall into the depths of
hell, and then rise from the dead and become the resumected Christ. By mind
could see the lifeless, bhae-tinted foot hanzing limp. Blood cmusted upon the zray-
ish image. The ground below him stained with his precious Blood. His own life
source that was to be used to wash away my darkness. He had given all so that my
sins could be forgiven, so thar someday we may sbode with Him, not just for the
tenth our, but for all etemmity.

My hand reached to tonch him, but before there was contact, the voice of the
song screamed again, “Find Me Somebody o Love.”

And I had.

He was there, He was abways thers. The muitar wailed the sirains fiooding
together until their voltage surged throngh me. uniting with the other from abowve
unfil all was one. I recejved Him wholly, withouat question, and he flooded my
sonl with the Holy Spirit

Tesus was with me.

The Hack rbbon flowed underneath as the overwhelnung feeling of God’s love
warmed my enfire being within, My heart panged for Freddie, for his lifestyvie
cansed his death; ATDS. Had be come to know Christ before he passed this life?
Had he found somebody to lowe? His memory lives on today in the form of music,
2 gift from God. But more importantly, had be received the most precious gift
before dying”

Hzd he too received Christ?

“Someday I'm zonna be free ™ his woice rang out, and yes, we will be, free of

1

No, you're not going crazy becanse everybody s irying to put you down, you
only bave o believe. Once you find Him von have found Semebody to Love, and
in retnrn, someone who will love you beyond your understanding. You will finally
be free. Dieath will bold o sting.

Can anybody find me Somebody to Lova?

Yes, I can Freddie Wes Icam

His name s Jesus Christ

Thanks be to God, azzin and agzin,

Forever and ever, Amen.

Timochy W Trom is the Executive DNrecior of the Waldenzian Irml of Faith. He
Tives in Faldese with Riz family. He iz the auithor of "Bruecke fo Heman, * and an
aciive blogger artiz? and musician. ITmothy alse has g BSEE fhom UF, is an Eapie
Scout . He iz now teaching in Watauza County.

GRIFEFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“_ A4 Little Ont Of The Way, But ALOT Less to Pay”

SATE TP I

S25002
SOLETHE
o PURGHASEIPRIGE

<

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

Saws

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58@ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@ frontier.com

Ie are of God, hitle cinldren, and have evercome them:
because greater 1s he that s in you, than he that is i the

world. 1 John 4:4
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
. recycling for a cleaner cﬂmmumty

%@ and a greener environment, %@

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions

to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Vickie A. Hogan Multidisciplinary
Simulation Lab

MecDowell Tech

By Michael Lavender
MeDoweall Coumty

McDowell Technical Comnninity College in Marion
recently dedicated a new sowulation lab for kealth science
sdents in the Hemlock Building on the college’s mam
campns. The Vickie &4 Hozan Multidisciplinary Sinmlation
Lab will be nsed to train snd sducats stadents preparing for
Careers as ourse aides. practical murses, registered nurses, i
phlebotomists, emergency meadicsl technicians, paramedics and those prepaning
for related careers in health science.

Punding for facility rencvation, eguipment and relsted expenses was provided
by zenerons gifts and grants from A C. “Bud” and Thurlene Hogan, Appalachian
Pegional Commission, Bank of America, Cammon Foundation, Kate B. Reynolds
Charitahle Trost, snd The Mc- 3
Dipwell Endowment.

“We are zrareful to each of
tions for their support of the col-
lepe and our programs.” sxid Dr.
Jobn Gossett, MTCOC President.
“Te are especially thankfinl to
Bud and Thurlene Hogan, who
halped us conceive and Initizte
plans for this facility before hir.
Hogan's death last Febrary™
tion Lab was dedicated in homor
and memory of the Hogan's
late dsmghter, Vickie, who had
dreamed of becoming 3 medical
missionary, but was unable fo do
=0 becanse of a series of strokes
that began when she was in
elementary school. She went on
1o finish nursing school, became
a nurse and evenmally worked
with siroke patients at what
was then Thom's Rehabilitation
Huospital in Asheville, where she |
herself had been patient yvears
earlier.

“Research has shown that
simmlation labs allow smdents
in climical programs to get
important hands-pn experience
performing proceduras they
will later use with real patients
in bospitals, medical facilities
and in emergency, field-based
settings.” said Dir. Penny Cross,
Wice-President for Leaming and
Smdent Services.

“The main difference ™ she
szid, “between providing care in
2 sirmibated Isb and in the field,
is & live persom and surroumdings
that mimic real life. However,
OUT DEWEsST DIANGEUINS 3T8 BX-
remely life-like. without the sk
of injury to Live patients as students begin their practcal traimmg. Char ambulance
boox, exactly the same size as a real ooe, has been s=t up to teach EMT students
how to prowvide guality medical care in the confining space of an ambulance. ™

"MTCC is the first college in Morth Carolina to hawve the most up-to-date ver-
sion of Viciora, 8 medical simmlation mannequin,™ said Judy Melion, Dean of
Health Scienres. who has cpordimated the creation of this lab. “We are excited to
have the latest, cutting-edze technolesy on campus to assist our heslth science
smdents in amaining their educatonal goals.™

“I am conwvinced that stadents trained in our new lab will be some of the hest-
prepared health care providers anywhere ™ said Gossett, the BMTOC President.
“The are raising the overall skill level of our students and they, in ham, will raise
the level of patient care in medical facilifes and emergency settings thronghowt
the region.™
Michael is the Media and Promotions Direcior for MeDowall Tech in Marion NC.

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Drear Diave,
At what point can you spend, and have a litle fon, when you're following the
Baby Steps plan? Jen

Deear Jen,

Everyone likes having fun and there’s nothing wrong with spending some cash
if you can afford it I just want people to make sure they have their finances in
arder first

I reconumend completing the first three Baby Steps before yon nun eut and by
2 buanch of toys. Just to review, Baby Step 1 is saving §1,000 for a starter emer-
zency fumd. Baby Step 2 is where you pay off all debt — except for your home —
nsing the debt seowhall method In Baby Step 3, you go back and fully fund your
emeTgency fumd with encugh cash to cover three to six months of expenses.
Completing the first three Balry Steps puts vou on pretty solid finsncial groand.
At this point, once you've saved up the cash, it's okay to take a vacation or bay a
reasonably-priced torv. But don't have so noach fon that vouw forget abowt the other
Baby Steps. Baby Step 4 means putting 1% percent of vour incoms info pre-tax re-
frement plans, like mnmal fimds and Foth TR A= Dont neglect saving for college
if you have kids That's Baby Step 5. Baby Steps § and 7 are payingz off the hounse :

and building wealth and giving like never bafore. : - =
E?m?mmﬂuﬂﬁruwﬂmﬂgwmﬂfinaﬁnﬂbyﬂﬂuwingm thEl"E*'E : nwid

M— Di“ AT HIHE BUHHE:S UFE PO B PORT &
2

I have cousins who are thinking sbout moving back o Connectioat from Vir-
zimia. They ll be renting for a while, and I have an unoccupied rental house. Do

you think renting to family is a bad idea? Eatherine BURMSEVILLE Natlunwlde_

Bﬂrmﬂiﬂ, Iﬂnm.zﬂs |15 an Your sice
Bentmg to family can work out just fine. as long as there are clearly umderstood SPRLUCE PINE

mules and boundaries in place ahead of time. Both parties should understand there tﬂ.ﬂﬂ}?ﬁﬁ.ﬂ?ﬂu

nmst be a landlord and tenant relationship with regards to all aspects of the rental

agTeement. NEWLAND /ﬂ\\
Tenanss have the right to expect a landlord to make nesded repairs prompily, (828)733-9500

pay the tazes and insurance on a properiy oo time, and do 2]l the other things 2

landlord should do as outlined in the rentsl apreement. As a landlord, vou have the MCDOWELL MADEON, BURKE I R E N T

rizht to expect the rent to be paid early or on time, and for the tenant to respect the (866)346-4202 sassociates

property #nd puidelines m the rental agreement. A4 landlord also has the right to
evict a tenant through fair, legal process if they viclate the femms of the agreement. -
‘Eiﬂre:itcmtuﬂﬁeh;siﬂs dealings, ]'nu’mwea.nngﬂlaln.dhnl:ap,nd TrentTeam.com Email: lnfo@TrentTeam.cum

they're wearing the renter’s cap. At Thanksziving, Christmas, and other family il Btk i e oY B vt COmpai Al ol Al Halomeicy Mambe i ared by & sl

i Ltwe hiatormase 5 Jdain Wit iy
mmﬁ,ﬂ:e@ammeuﬂ'mdm’reﬂmﬂ]tﬂuymldmtgﬂmph}'ﬂmm Ay Fscmie, Tt et B ar e 2 e et + 0300 DU v e et
card as a way to keep from paying rent, and you don't get to play that game to oS iiicha Wikl Ifiisafos Ooripaiy. MPRLOT 18402 (HANT)

avoid your duties as a landlord.

Phrases like, “Well, I just thought becanse vou're my cousin” have oo place
in these sitnations. Make plans to have a full-blown, in-depth conversstion abount
every aspect of the rental agreement and relationship before anything is sizned. If
youn don't, there's a possibility sonpecne will develop a sense of entitlerment aboat

MM‘E oo good in any type of ralationchip!—Dave

Diear Diave,

Mw sister has bad credit doe fo a lot of late payments. She has finally staried to
change her wayvs and get control of her finances, because she and her fiancé want
to make an offer on 4 house. The bank won't spprove it if she iz on the lnan, and
his income alone isn't encagh to get the amount they need His parents are well-
off, and they have offered to co-sign on the loan. Is this a bad idea? Rhonda

BELE

Nr—

Drear Rhonda,

It's & really bad idea. Those two have no basiness thinking abour a honse right
now, and his parents are abont to make things even worse with their loving, nais-
gmided help.

o Syounesd s cosignr you'renonberener vty o by atome Tevzeed | \ot0] Best Breakfast & Salad Bar

point. They should et marmied, live in a cheap aparment for 2 whils, and work on
paying off their debts. After that, they need to save up an emerpency fund of thres i" Mu anton
to six months of expenses. then start setting cash azide for 3 buge down payment rg
o their first, modest bome.

Thesa two kave 2 bad case of house fever. And mvom and dad need to step back,

look at things objectively, and realize they would not be blessing these kids by
helping ges e oo e iy dhnicusly Ot oo Dase: 1-40 at Exit 105
ﬂﬂ'lﬁ'm.ﬁ' CEQ :ﬁ'ﬂmq.'ﬁa{unmﬂihﬂsmﬂnw"mwmm -
e Come See Us at Our New Location
digital plagforms. Follow Dave on the web ar daveramsay.com and on Nsifter ar

. Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400
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Jonathan &
USED
APPLIANCES

* Come the staff !
hm::n_:}m friendly at Jonathan's

* W repair all major brands of appliances.

* W repair Monivor Heaters!

o W ]
Cash It, Don’t Trash It! W Detlien!]
We buy yvour used appliances! * Washers
* Dryers
149 Roan 5t., Spruce Pine, NC * Staves
828-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

&
THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thrn window
=Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
=Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
*Ask abont our “Healthy Kids Program™

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celetrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

The Darkness Is Spreading—Rapidly.

By Franklin Graham

Every day, it seerms lke yet another mmenacing cloud has
spread its dark shadow acmoss the land

The relendess reporting of widespread secoal harassment
have all confessed to priewous acs of sernas] harassment The
repercissions ke bepn enommous, a5 women aooss the coum-
iy have acoased employers and co-workers of mappropmiate
behavion

And theat’s just the gp of the ioaberg.

Cmling pormoerapiny wse is-at an all-tme high Gey and transgender characiers are now a
common sight on television, even in programs for small children Afhedst are hell-bent on
ersdicating any mention of (od in town halls, schoals and sparting events. Dinug addiction,
espedially to mew opicid pamkillers. iz an epidemic in ey parts of the couniry, partson-
larly in naral areas with high joblessness.

Dfass shootings are no lonzer 3 rare ocoumrence, and they happen in once-sacred places
of termorsts are e lonper st homermade bombs buot alse cars and ocks, which can nm
donam citizens in broad danyiisht on bosy city toronshfanes,

Albroad te dafkmess is just 25 widespread.
Oppressive govenmunents. In so many parts of the world, s never been a more dengerous
time to'be 3 follower of te Lord Jesns Clrist.

Somme think we are on
ihe verge of maclear war
&5 Morth Kiorea contimes
1o rafchet up the very real
threat of an stoaric ooniict
that could have catastrophic
Consequences fior the entire
world The thogsit of onl-
tiple muclear weapons beins
ames) and redprocal military responses is fighening indead

The Bible is clesr that moral and spinnes] darkness bas always been the case for 3 word
that reject and refises o sdnowledze God Desoibing a godless ouinme that hates God,
the Apostle Paul said thet “they hecame flarle m thatr tunkng, o their fhoiich haots
wiare darfonead” (Fuiomams 1:21).
hiors] darkness Ervariahly leads mo aomoly, disobedient living theat defies God's comemamnd-
desmactive COnSRIUENOES.

What I balieve is happeming soday that T certainy haven't seen in nyy bifefime < the m-
credibly swift spread of darkawsss somss vinmally every sector of our coifure. here at horme
and in practically every rezion of the globe.

The forces of evil are working on every froof to mmdenmine snd desmoy the fommdations
of a morally hesltiny socien—sespact for oy, the sworedness of the mamizze wmon
betwesn 3 man and A woman the sanctny of life for the wbom, and o freedom o wke s
stznd fing valnes that we know are right.

The Bible is clesr that such maral chaos comes becanse peaple reject the Gospel of the
Lard Jesus Chrdst.

* v this i5 the fudgment: e ligh? has come tnfo the world, and the people oved the
wicked things hates the Faht and doe not come fo the ight™ (John 3:19-20)

Jemuz is the Lizhit of the world, In fact there is no Light other than Christ. Those who
walk in dadkmesz are thoss who don’t know the Savior of e Word, the Anthor of Lishr

For those of us who heve repenied of o sins and placed cur faidh in our Lord and Saxe-
ior, “He has detnened ws fiom the domain of darkness aod ramnglermad s fo the Bnpdom gf
Fiz Belonved Sor™ (Colossians 1:13).

Panl prat i this way 25 he described the Lord's commandrment o him i his presching; “7
v sl o i opan thetr gas, so that thay may fem fom darimezs & lght and flom
the poveer o Saem fo (o™ (Acts 2E17-18).

Hell, irself is not only the sbsence of light bat i &= conmpless, wier, total darkness. The
Soripnares call i “ouser darkmess,” 3 place that is reserved exclosively for the dewil fallen
anzels and urepeniang mon.

But the Lizht that is from showe, the Light of the Waorld, will be the single source of all
Lyt in the new Hesven and the near earth. “ Amd nisht will be mo more. They will noed no
Iiir gf lamp or o, for fie Lovd God will be thetr Bghr” (Bevelation 22-5)

And we know that however great and wide the spread of dafkmess over the world may
be, it can never extgich the Tme Light. “The Sght shiees tn the ddness, and e dot-
Hiess has ot overcome i (Jobm 1-5).

Whate I com—fbr oz long a5 J oom—as God ghves me strength, Jwill proclam fens
Cheist az tha wag: the sruth and the i (Tolm 14:6). In the coming vear, I will be pro-
clamming thet Gospel in 18 cifies along the West Coastof the 115 55 well a5 in Pomzzal
Ensland Armenia and bedon,

It's our responsibiliny as balievers fo let oor light shine before men. and o bonor and glo-
rify {od by our good works and podly life, resandless of how exil the onliure has beomme
The Bible calls us to be “Mameless mwd dmocent, childnen of od withonr Biomizh i fhe
mtdlet o eroadad e nwinted pemerinion, araowE winem vou shing ar Behir in the workd™
(Philippians 2:15). ©2017 BGEA

Iz Jesus Chrisr the Bght of vour 1ife?

FRaverend Franklin Graham is Prezsident and CEQ of the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Assoctation and of Samarttan s Purse, an mfarnational Christian religff

S

wwrw brenews. com
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911. What's Your Emergency?
By Allen Buchanan
Mitchall County

Yes, I'm calling for America. We are experiencing buar-
ricanes, wildfires tornadoes, flash floods, earthquakes, ice [
storms, blizzards, mwud and rock slides. That is just nanaral
disasters.

In other areas. we are experiencing snipers, terrorist
attacks, suicide bombers, drug wars, illegal aliens, sexnal
gbuszs. child sbuse, noarders snd human frade.

Somes suffer from starvation, addiction, pride, lving, cheating, swicide, vulgar-
ity, back bifing, uncertainties snd many medical issues.

We peed the Ope to come fo the 2id of our Bescue. We nead the Way, the Tnath
and the Lifie
- we nead JE-
SUS! America
is Lost withowt
thiz Cme to turm
. We have no
hope nor fomre. |

In car
pulpits, men
of God stand
and preach the
second coming
of Tesns Christ. They refer to our land as the present-day Sodom and Goomorrah.
With 5o many of us calling cut “211" we cannot deny we're in wouble. We've
given Satan too much lead way.

... ecaure your adversary the devil, as a rearing lon, walketh about, seeling
whaom ke may deverr: 1 Pefer 5.8

Jesus saith o kim, Tam the way, the outh, and the Ijfe; no man cometh unio
the Father, but by me. John 14:6

Jfmy people, which are called By my name, shall humble themsehves, and pray,
amd seek my foce, and turn from thetr wicked ways: then will I hear from haaven,
emd will forgive their sin, and will heal their land
2 Chromicles 7:14

For whosoever shall call upon the name gf the Lord shall be zaved. Fomans
113

Tesus is the answer!

Allen Buchanan is a freelance Christian writer dllen attends Bear Creek Baprizi
church

Hospice Thrift Store Sales

Located in Ledger beside the P&R

2/6/18-2/10/18 Book Sale
Paper Backs .25
Hardbacks .50

2n1318-2117118 Clear Glassware 1/2 oft
Flus Furniture Markdowns
2120/18-2/24/18 Dollar Days
All clothing $1.00
2/14/18 WE LOVE OUR CUSTOMERS DAY
Complimentary Cookies and Coffee
Don’t Forget!
Senior Citizens get 25% off on Wednesdays
Veterans get 25 % off Everyday

7 (828)-688-6400 [

N\

828-682-9675

A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE!

HONORS elite

www. brenews. com
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By- Joyce (Jov) Harwood Baldwin
YOUR LOVE

How lovely 15 Your seng oh Lord
So tender from above
It’s sweet to know Your Spint
As peaceful as a dove.

Fresh as a flower in sunshine
Clean as the spring waters flow
Soft as the rain in the mormng
Whate as the new fallen snow.

No cloud can ever cover
The glory of Your face
As a beautiful horse at battle
With rewns of love and grace.

IThe time could bring all wisdom
Of earth and heaven above
Nothing here could ever change
The wonders af Your Love.

Hospice Accreditation:
Because Quality Matters

By Brent Price, Cutreach Programs Coordinator
Mitchell County

Ag the noumber of healthcare providers o our comam-
nity confinues fo steadily grow, choices are increasingly
mare difficult to make. Today it is more npprtant than
ever to be sure that vour bospice provider has done all
they can to uarantes the best possible care availabla.

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blne Ridge eamed
our hospice accreditation throngh the nationally recos-
nized Accreditation Commission for Health Care {ACHC) in 2016, The ACHC
is & nonprofit accreditation orzanization that bas stood as 2 symibol of goality and
excellence since 1988,

Om-site sumveys are conducted every three vears by ACHC surveyors who

spenﬂthﬂsjncemﬂmemgq}mm They follow a comprehensive
I:E‘I.I'IE'II]IME-Eﬂ]I‘t EXEmines orEanizational stuctare, policies and procedures,
m:mhuemgmmm laws.

Hespice accreditation is not required by law and many hospice agencies choose
oot to become accredited. However, we know that accreditation reflects our dedi-
canon and commitent 10 meeing standards that clearly reveal a higher level of
perfonmance and patent care,

The process of review is ngorous and costly. Sall, we believe that it is one of
the most effective ways we can demonstrate and ensure our promise of ontstand-
ing care

Arcreditation sets us apart froon other hospice providers by highlizhtung cur
dedication to the improvement of patient outcomes and safety. It provides 3 wit-
ness fo our comnmitment o hospice standards and best practices while contain-
ing costs and contimuonshy improving performance. When yon peed to choose a
hospice prowider find onat if they have done the hard work to become accradited.
From the deepest beatt of our calling we seek to be faithful to the patients and
families we serve. The choice to become ACHC accredited is an important way
we have chosen o be tue to our calling-— an oppormnity to give our ninest for
His highest.
most of all. becanse yon matter to ns.

SOF 15 @ MEsddenT qf Madiron L‘DH.I'IE-', WHERS IHe HOW ITVS WITR hﬂ'!ﬂﬁbmnﬂ',
Dy Jow Baldhwin. She i currently a member of Mt Zion Baprist church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previous member: she calls Forks gf Iy Mizsionary Bapiist
Church in Wemaerville, “home away from home . She it cerently singine with the
Gospel Growp “Jonah s Foice™ our gf Mars Hill, NC. Her latest song "Homecam-
ing " will soon be heard &y mean).

Reverend Brent Price is a chapiain af Hospice & Palliative Care of the Biue
Ridge

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

y . Q\ ‘Hospice and Palliatiy
C I (Care of the ‘[lue Ridge. ne.

\r‘ Formerly ‘Hosploe of Mjtchel d
(828)-765-5677

Serving our Communlty
for Over 25 Years...

FOR LOVE

NOT PROFIT

www. bremews . com
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Highlighting Burnout
replenish | re-PLEM-ish

{¥): To fill up apam; to restore or make complets
again

Ar a dear pants for flowing sireams, 5o panis my soul
Jor you, O God. —Psalm 42:1 (ESV)
Bumons—it’s real, and it can have major comse-
gquaences. It can leave you empty, discouraged and
exhansted, with little energy lefi for God. Soumd
familizr? Maybe it's dme to replenish. Start here.

1. Get away
Come away by yourzeives fo a secluded place and rest o while. —Wark 6:31,
HASH

You don't have to use vacstion days or drive far away to take 2 break with God.
You cam pick a place close by to relax and simply enpoy His presence. Here are
some ideas: 8 commumity park, a pool, 3 hammock or rocking chair, 3 guiet cormer
of an ice cream or coffee shop, a book store or kibrary, or a spot by the water. You
might even bring some music or 4 journal

If you Llike to be active, try going on a hike or bike ride, kavaking, taking a ome-
person picnic, gardening or paintng. Gemngmg.rdn&;uthmremmm:chmge
in your physical location, &s long as you're getting away from daily siresses to

2. Be still
Ba z7ill, and Imow that I am God. —Pzabm 44:10a, KASE

Taking fims 1o “Te
stll” may be harder 1
today than ever So * i
mmch screams for our .,
attention in this fast- TS

e pgall v
F‘R‘j‘"

In the Bible, the
prophet Elijah heard
God m the form of
2 “sill small voice™
{1 Eings 19:12) If
we don't intentipn-
ally take time to fumn
down life's nojse
and be still, we could
miss God's guiet message fo our haarts.

Part of being still means taking a break from the demands of work, school and
other activities and foousing oo God. If you aren't intentionally setfing aside one
day a week t0o rest and worship, now is a good time to start.

3. Listen
A wize man will hear and mcrease in learning, and a man gf undersiandime will
acguire wise counsgl. —Proverbs 1:5 MASH

Grod ofien speaks to us in & still, small voice. Other fimes, He sends 8 meaning-
ful messaze throngh a person or experience 3t the right moment Yet, worry, stress
and 3 growing “to-do™ list can chatter oor minds snd keep ws from Hstening.

O Then

Whose siillness drowns earth's iotal noise —ity grafgng sownds: progress, ingffic,
voice; fintterings af my frusiration, muiterings, agitation; the screaming silenc-
es without, within; the din of questions clamoring for ctheir “why?™ and “how?"™
now! the rumblings af man s disconten, erupting hate, vielence; war’y dis-
famt thunder rolling near, and everywitere the cries of fear that paralyges as it
grips__and mear af hand a fauces drips. O Thon, Whose siillness drowns sarih s
foial notse, only in Thee iv stllness foumd.

Amd I rejoice.

4_ Meditate
But his delight is tn the law of the Lord, and on hiz law ke meditates day and
might —Psalm 1:2 ESW

There are 30 many thoughts crowding our minds that it can be hard to focus.
We're pulled in every directiom, with this person or that thing demanding our at-
tention. But then we come to 2 verse like Psalm 1:2, which tells us to meditate on
God’s Word. How exactly do you do that? And with suwch a bectic schedule? Here
is thinkimg patterns to help:

Think on these things:

What is pure.

What iz lovely and admirable.

What is excellent and prajsewortiy.

5 Be presenmt
Bur the Lord annwered ke, “Martha, Martha, you are anxions and troubled abont
merHy things, but ome thing & necessary. Mary has chosen the pood portion, which
will not be taken mway from her " —Luke 10:41-42, ESV

Find vourself going through the motions or 50 fazzled that vou can’t really
enjoy a special moment? As the story of Mary and Martha in Luke 10 reveals, we
can't afford o be 5o busy or distracted that we fail to hear God's voice, experience
His presence, or honor His goodness.

Are yvon Mary or Martha? Fead Luke 10 and decide.

. .
Harrell Hall |-

ANIILS

..1-"I‘I|f|r }l'pl'u""'u |'I'l|r. f.ll.l."-.llrllilfl"-"l S

Erass [Fed [Far Sale
USHA (nspecied

No Antibiotics
LIDEEI“}F Gruwn

: -u‘ﬂ-:
H"iI*I'E'l”"II"F"'IFI"I‘l':_- aol. -::qrw
WWW. harrellhlllfarms c:curn EiE

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OB and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your
family before and
after yvour delivery.

Call today to
schedule an

appointment!

MOUNTAIN COMMUMNMITY
HEALTH PARTMNERSHIR

Providing prenatal and family care
for more than 70 yearst

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Celo
675-4116

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Bakersville |

G88-2104

www. bremews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Burke County Chamber
2018 Annmal Mesting

Tuesday, Febmzary 13, 2018
5:30-T-30 pm at

The CobiA

(401 5. Colle=ze 5t)

Limited Tickets $30 per person!

Catawha River Bapfist Association - Your Cataba Biver Baptist Associstion is
parmering with Burke Hospice & Palliative Cars to offer a grief recovery group
beginning Toesday, February Gth at cur CRBA office.

GrisfShare is where a fiendly, caring group of people walk through life’s most
difficnlt experiences. Built arovnd 3 13-week vides cummonhon, GriefShare sup-
port group meets weekly to help those who face the challenges of grief and want
o move fiom mowming o joy nsing scriptore. To sign up for this special mindistry
please call E2E-879-1601. Fev. Een Baker of Hospice will be the facilitator.

O Anmial CRBA Fovsl Ambassador Facer Day will be Samrday, Febrary
24th beginming (@ @ a.m. (@ Oak Fidze Baptist Church in Comelly Springs. The
cost is 55 per car and kits can be purchased ar our CRBA office or by visiting
v rovalracers com. Lunch will be provided for all attending.

This rally will highlight the vanety of opporimities 2T Baptists have to be in-
volved in mizsions across our state in our nation and around the world. Featared
will be worship, testimony. mizsion video, and a prayer time for missions. The
rally is for men, wonven sod youth- everyone interested in missions is encouraged
fo zitend. A main focus of the rally will be state, national, mfernational parmer-
ships smd projects (incleding Disaster Belief) that are supported by the NCWO.
Baptists On Mission

A meal is provided for the T Mission Ballies &t no charge, it reservations ane
necessary to ensure an accurate meil count. The cutoff date for reserving 2 meal
for the celebration is one week prior to the event To register, please inciude the
mumber of people you are registering under the "Choose Cuantity” batton at the
bottom of the page under Region Eally Events and then click "Confinws ™ You can
gl=o register by phone by calling Ezilyn Eskndge at 919-450-5598_ Mesl 5:45 pm
Miszions Program 650 - 8:30 pm

Pleaze joinns atf the Fegion § MMizsions Fally on Monday, Febmary 12th az
South Fiver Bapost Chorch, 2659 5. Chipley Ford Bd. Statesville. WC. To register
plesse go to hitp.baphstsommission oI 'events region-rallies

Creat Hope Seventh-Diay Adventist Church - "Eating Yon Alive™ movie, 7500
pm =t the 01d Fock School, Waldensian Foom in Valdese. "Eating Yion Alive™
is A comprehensive look into why we &re so sick, who is profiting and who is
taking the “hit". It brings together evidence-based science, expert testimomy and
inspirational stories of people who have reversed disease and discovered the tuth
ghout how a Whole Food, Plani-based lifestyle can address and solve some of our
wiorld's mypst cnrrent crisis. Lowve offermg taken. This is provided by your friends
gt the Great Hope Seventh-day Adventist Church CmestionsT 828-334-0084
Beversing Disbetes classes (for preventing, also) start up again Jamaary 15 and
go each Mondsy evening through Febmeary 19, 6:00 pm in the Waldensian Boom
of the Old Fock School. The classes are powerfully effectve and eyve-opening, but
we offer them to you free. Pre-regisiration is necessary by calling 828-334-0054.
Imvite family and friends. This is provided by your friends st the Great Hope
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Morganion Seventh-day Advenfist-Burke Connty - God's Closet - Morganion
FEEE 5Shop Dray will take place on Friday, Febmary 2, 2018, from 900 am_. unil
12:00 pom., at the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church 2187 Tamestoam
Foad Morgsnton, M.C. There will be FREE children's clothing shoes and bed-
ding. Mo docnumentation reguired. We do ask that all shoppers pay a 51 eniry fee.
Grod's Closet - Morganton is 2 non-profit organization that will offer FREE
clothing to parents and ¢ or gnardians of children ages O to 18 years of age. If
Yiou of somepns you know is in need of children's clothing and / or would like 1o
donats snd zet involved, pleass see the following contact information. We ask that
everyone be in prayer for the new God's Closst - Morganton ministry that it wall
be a blessing to others in our Burke County community,
God's Closet - Morganton
Phone - B28-244-3376
E-hz=il - f closet.com
Webaite - wana godscloset com
Facebook Page - God's Closet - Morganton
odsClosethiorganton
After visiting the God's Cloget - Morganton Facebook Page pleass Like and
Share with your friends!

The Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church will be offering FEEEE Blood
Pressure Checks on Sanoday, Febmary 3od., from 830 2 m , vmdi] 10200 pome
located at 2187 Jamestowm Boad, Morganton, BN.C.

Valentine Banguet - Sundsy, February 11dh, at §:00 p.m_, at the Morganton
Seventh-day Adventist Chuorch, 2187 Tamestown Foad, RMorgzmon, M.C. Come
and enjoy a delicions dinner and support the Morganton 5DA Yonth Pathfimder
Clhub.

Plagse jom ns for our monthly Health Social - Sunday, Febmary 25th at 5:30
pm. Please hring 3 plant-based dish and copies of the recips to share if you wonld
like! For directions snd mors information, please contact Cindy at 870-510-E048.

Town of Valdese Community Affairs & Tourizm
mangiavaldesenc gov | 82E-870-1128 | visitvaldese com

Old Colony Players, Inc. is 3 performing arts and community theatre compsany
operating since 1935 in the Town of Valdess, Morth Carolina. It was iIncorporated
in 1967 &= a non-profif organization. In 2007, OCP celebrated the 50th consecu-
tve season of producing the outdoor drama “From This Diay Forward ™ The
drama tells the story of the Waldenses, a people from the area knowm as the Cot-
nan Alps in Morthem Italy near the French border, and the founders of the Town
of Veldese. Itis the fourth longest mumming onidoor drama in Morth Caroling.
OCP produces commroumity theatrs performances thronghont the year, staged in the
rencvated Old Fock School Anditoriom.

The (d Colony Players. Inc. Beard of Directors is seeking qualified candidates
for the full-time position of General Manazer The idsal candidste shonld have
knowladge and expenence with non-profit erganizations, fundraising, business
znd financial skills, personne] managsment, and have a passion for the ars. The
1o work well in 8 team

Interested candidates can leam more about the OCP Geperal Manager posi-
non by visiting the website oldoolooyplayers.com. For more infonmation please
contact the Valdese Commnnity Affsirs office ar 828-E70-2120.

MicDowell Coumiy

Cross United Methodist Church - 2477 Sharing Food Pantry at Cross United
Methodist Chanch in Marion The food s availsble for anyone in the county who
is in need and is svailable 24 hours a day, 7 days 2 week with no questions asked.
We do ask however that you take only what you need so items will be left for oth-
ers who may be in need The church is bocated st 85 West Cross Sireet in Marion
jast past Blue Bidge Temace Aparmments in the Cross Mill Conooomity. Donations
of non-perishable food ftems and gently used blankets are very nmch needed and
can be dropped off ar the panoy site or you may call 8284428008 or 828-2460-
G257, If you would like o mske 3 monetary donanon, make checks pavable o
Cross United Methodist Charch ofo of Susan Gossett, 88 Willis Drve, Marion,
M.C. 28752, Your confinned prayers for this ontreach ministry are very nmch ap-
preciated!

First Baptist of Marion - Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Morth Carolina
Annmal Gathering March 15-17, 2018 Enollwood Baprst Chorch Winston-Salem
WC Leadership Instimie Thirsday, Barch 15 Tunes & Tales Tharsday, Bfarch 15
Friday (Gathering Fridsy, BMMarch 16 All Are Called Forom Szmrday, Barch 17
Mission Trip We are headed to Houston, Texas where we will parmer with CBF
Field Personme] to provide Hhoricane Felief Youth/Parent Info Meeting - Jan
28th WNoon

Grace Commmuity Church—New Prayer Line Lannches in Manon, Morth
Caroling - James 5:16 says “The prayer of 2 righteous man is powerful and effec-
tve” A, T, Gordon said, “You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but
you camot do more than pray wmtl you have prayed ™ Chuoches in McDowell
County belisve God's Word and agree with A. J. Gordon. That's why they have
lsumched 659-FPRAY, a prayer line where people can csll anytime, leave 3 message
and know that charches in McDowell County will be prayving for them. Hera's
bow it works. The prayer line (659-PF.AY) is boused it Freedom Life MMinsiries
(reedomlifemimisiries org). Each day prayer requests will be sent to 25 parner-
ing chorches in McDowell County who will immediately send those reguests fo
prayer wammors in their chrches who will pray for them. The effact is knowing
that vour prayer request is coverad daily by bondreds of people across MMcDiowell
County. §59-PRAY will begin on September 1. Betwesn now and then please
ask your pastor If your chorch is involved. If not. enconrage vour leaders to reach
out and getf on board. For more information, plesse call Robin at (E28) 724-0500,
— Comtact: Chris Allison Cell Phone: B28-350-7312 E-Mail: chrisiairocketsled-
design com.

We will be taking a group fo Ecuador in June of 20138 to help with constrc-
tiom, medical assessments and support for woonen and children: The cost is $1500
(more nfo to come). I you are inferested email robing@igraceforall org

Mitchell County

AN Saints of America Orthodox - On Saturdays beginning in Fone, ATl Saints

of America Orfhodox Rission will be having Divine Limrzy at the meesting hall
located at Trinity Episcopal Clurch, 15 Hemlock Ave, Sproce Pine, WC 2E777.
The Litargy will be served weekly on Samrdays st 11:00 AR Fr Steven Webh,
the priest appoinied to serve the new mission, will be officiating. While All Saints
of America Orthodox Mission is 3 part of the Fussisn Orihodox Church, 51 ser-
vices are performed in the English language.

Bear Creek Baphist Church-Ledzer
Celebrate Fecovery

This is @ Christ snd Biblical Based Program, giving hip and help for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wise(d
3B5-D0DA1

There will be 3 mesting every Thursday night with someone thers to talk o
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Bits ' Pieces

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Fine - Calvary Chapel Charch in Asheyille
is sponsonng A home fellowship and Bible Stedy in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is held on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm zt 79 Sean Dr. (Estatoe area—off Brushy
Creek Bd). Call John Fackson T60-793-3799 for information and directions. And
brng your Bible

First Bapfist Church Sproce Pine - will have a Spring Awaking with Dr. Jim
Heory on Barch 24-25. Dr Jim is Pastor Emerims of FEC Orlando where be
served as Semior Pastor for over 30 years. He also is former SBC President in
1995-1094. Saturday Bdarch 24, 6:00 pm snd Sunday March 25, 1045 zm and
G000 pm All Charches Welcome.

Support Groap For Caregivers Of Those With Memory Loss To Hold MMast-
ings The First Friday Of Each Month From 1-3P84

Care & Share, a newhy-formed support group for caregivers of loved ones who
hawve memory loss, will bold monthly mestings at the offices of Hospice & Pal-
Iiative Care of the Blue Bidge. 236 Hospital Dr. in Sprace Pine. from 1-00 BRL
o 3:00 PM. High Couniry Caregiver Foundation welomnes and encourages all
caregivers to atiend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can guickly become ex-
hamsted, manmatzed, and isolated, and this new group mtends o provide support,
friendship, education, information mmd referrals for caregivers. Monthly mestings
held on the first Friday of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
Thers will be oppormnities for caregivers to tell their stores. leam nseful tips,
frade information. and give and gam support to others in the same sitestion.

For firther information abont the sroup and the meeting please contact Suzamme
Bussell st (T14) 614-3867 or Janet Onazts st jmatoness @yaboo. com.

Alitchell County Bapfist Association - Mitchell Baptist Association Mid-Year
heenng is Febmary 26, 7:00 pm.  Snow Hill Baptist Chorch in Bakersville
2018 Bible Drlls—are on Sxmurday, March 24, 2018 at Bear Cresk Bapiist
Chnarch.

Disciple-Making Conference 13 Tuesday, Febmary 27, 2018 at Center grove
Baptist Church m Clenwmons, MC. For more info contact Pam Cardwell At

ist.org or call S00-5102 ext. 5635

Mirchell Associztion kas voluntesrad to be 3 drop-off point for chooches o
brinz in their old materzal, bibles and literature to be nsed by the organization
“Love Packzges.™ This material will be picked up on 2 regular basis.

For more information on this organization, please go to lovepackages.org.
Their purpose from the beginning has been to equip and swenzthen the Church
oversezs. They are ensbling missionaries and workers around the world to reach
the lost, plant charches, train leaders, disciple believers and serve the poor.
The office has a list of what can be nzed.

Cood News Clubs—Our Good WMews Clhibs are going strong in Deyion Elemen-
tary in Spmce Pine and Gonge Elementary in Bakerswille. At Deyion, B teach-
ers mnd 34 smdents are enrolled. Four smdents have been sloriowshy saved At
Gouge, 6 teachers and 14 students are enmolled. We are in the process of starting 2
Good Bews Club st another school in January, Feguests contione fo be finances
fo confinue this ministry, voliobeers that are willing o train and teach, and that
each child involved will hear and vmdarstand the Gospel

Alitchell County Chamber

Applications are Beady!

The Michell Connty Chamber of Comomerce is lannching the first annna]l Blue
Fidge Weddings Pop Up Show that will take place barch 10 2t the Cross Smeet
Commerce Center from 11:00 am ol 3:00 pom. I vour business could benefit
brides in the ares we wounld love to see you st the show! If you are mterestad
and wonld like more information, please contact Kelly Jones for an application at
kjonesiymitchell-county.com

Sprace Pine Farmer's Market Finds Mew Home
We kave 3 new winter location for the market!!

We will be at the compmnity reom of Sproce Pine Main Sreet at 167 Locost
sireet. We will be inside from 12-4pm_ This will be our winter location te 1st
Satarday of the month from Famoary Gl Apnl. Come shop local with os.

The Mitchell County Historical Society has begun scheduling its Scanning
Drays for the beginning of the new year.  (We will have others later in the year)

We will be happy to scan your pichures, doouments, letters, maps, by computer
scammer, s you will have an eleciromic copy of these weasures for your own com-
pauter Youw can then send them to all your frisnds or family to enjoy. We scan
them wiils yon wait and add them to onr ever-prowing collection of inagzes and
documents abont Mitchell Covmty.

We will also have our leamsd penealomists on hand to look into your famdly
histories andfor give you tips on how to pursue your own gensalogical history.
Crur scanming dates are as follows:

Sanrday, Febmary 3
10:00 am - 3:00 pm.
Sanarday, Febmary 17
Mzin Street Office Spruce Pine 10:00 am_ - 3:00 pm.
Saturday, March 3
Paterson Store Humtdale 10200 am - 3:00 pm.
If vou have any guestions, plezsa call vs at 888-4371._Weds throupgh Friday, 10

to 4. Or, go to our website: mitchsallnclistory org

Tipton Hill Commumity Fomndation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breskfast the firse
Samrday each month, 730 — 10:30 am, &t the old Methodist Chuoch, scross from
Jerry's Store. Come join ns for bomemade sanssge, scrambled egzs, gravy, jellies,
jumice and coffes Eat in or take-out, all fumds support the Tipton Hill Community
Foundation

Women's Prayer Breakfast - If you would like o join a group of women who
are dedicared to praying, leaming about God's will, and fellowshipping, come join
us for breakfast at DT's in Sproce Pine. We will be ending by 10:00an. Open to
all-fior more information call Barbara Hamell af 823-467-3644 or email at har-

barabmbrenews com. February meeting is on the Sth, at E:00am.
Yancey County

Farloway Playhonse Presents Muorder Mystery Dinner At The Ma Wray Inn

BURMSVILLE, NC: Executioner of the Estate — an inferactive nnrder-mystery
dinner presentad by Parkway Playhonse — will be performed on Febrary 10th at
§:30pm at the historic u Wray Inn located at 102 Towm Squnare in Bumsyille.

The story: The most famous pasty chef in Bakersville, Erc “Stcky™ Van
Suijtzen, kas recently died. His family and business associztes have gathered at
the Mu Wrey Inn o wimess the execution of the will. When the most obwviows suc-
cessor fums up desd, it's clear that more than just the will has been axecuted! You
znd the rest of the guests nmst sift throwgh all the clues to sort out this mysterions
Tecips.

Tickets to Bxecntioner of the Estate can be purchased by calling the Bha Wray
Inm at 825-682-3320. Tickets are 345 per person and admission inclodes a threa-
course dinmer

The Wu Wray Inn 1= zlso offening & special ovemight package 5230 plas fax
includes 1 mght overnight accommodations, 2 tickets to the Murder BMystery Din-
per, one botile of wine, 2 B Wray Inn wine glasses and a Mo Wray Inn postcard.

Yancey County Meals om Wheels (Burnsville) — Volonteers needed to deliver
meals to Vancey County shui-ins, aoy weskday, 10:30 am - noon. If you would
like to vohmieer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-6011.

Appalachian Suviainable Apricalture - Cuar 15th Awmal Business of Farming
Conference i nght around the comer oo Febrmeary 24, Don’t watt: early bird regis-
iration ends in two weeks oa Jamiary 31. Also, use our 325 farm parimer discount
o register & second member of your farm, and sttend even more of the great
workshops and networking activities offered at this year's conference. We kave
several new workshops this year inchiding “Legal and Insurance Implications of
Agntonrism ” “Manazime Farm Lodging snd Fentfals. ™ and “Photopraphy Compo-
sition and Technigques™ all tamght by repionz] farmers and business professionals.
See a full list of conference offermes.

Omn Febroary 23, Fanmers can also attend a half-day workshop on "Fam Suc-
cession Planning" hosted by Mountsin BizWorks or “Labor Challenges and Sirat-
egies" hosted by N Cooperstive Extension m parmership with other lncal fanms
and organizations. Take advantage of 3 great weekend of learning and network-
ing! Register for the conference and half-day workshops online or contact ASAP
&t B28-238-1282 to register over the phone.

NOTES

warw. brenews com
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A (aring Partner at Home

When Florence was unable te live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-cloch caregiver. When
her medical neads became tos much for one person ta handle,
the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensurad
that beth Flerence and Marcy’s physical, social and spiritual
needs were being met.

( E:arePartners

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
MCDOWELL

Exceptional Care. Every Day.

(628) 659-T068
carepartners.org

Protecting
what's
iImportant

"Helping you help the one's you Love!"

Mewland
828-733-2081
Banner Elk
828-898-8366

Spruce Pine

828-745-6121
Bumsville o

828-482-2147

w % FORTNER

INSURARCE AGENCY

=

www.fortnerinsurance.com

Auto-Owners

LIFE IMSURANCE COMPANY

Burke United Christian Ministries

Winter Months

By David Burleson
Burke County

The winter maonths bring many challenmas to the Burks
United Chrisian Ministriss (BUCAM) and the clients we
serve. The recent smow and very cold remperatures have
created a high demand for food, clothes and bomelass
supplies. Bacause of our wonderful staff and voluntsers
at BUCM, lunch was served every day and dinner was
served on our wsnal nights of service; Tuesday, Tharsday and Sumday.  We were
also able to take care of the food and clothing needs of our clients.

The winter months are partdcularly difficult for our homeless clients. During
the last vear, BUCM served 277 homelsss clients. Of the 277 homeless clients,
4% were under 18 years old. With the support of the HOWI committes and other
committed conmmmity members, winter has been a litile warmer and comfortable
for our homeless compnnity.

The amonnt of food needed at BUCK for the soup kitchen and food pantry in-
creases during the winter months also. We are extremely grateful to our churches,
businesses, restaurants, grocery stores, civic groups and mdividuals that conmb-
uied food and supplies for BUCH. We are very thankfol that several mdividoals
choose to give BUCK their birthdsy and Christmas zifts to belp others. This was
especially tue for many of our children and teenagers. Also, several church youth
eroups collected food and fimds during the national Souper Bowl of Carng event
that coincided with the Super Bowl zame. This is one of the largest food drives of
the year. It is a blessing to see that our fumre leaders understand the importance
of helping others.

Gently nsed clothes, shoes and other supplies donated by our conrmmity have
halped mest the neads of our clients. Coats and other warm clothes have bagn
especially apprecisted during the winter months. Bacaze of the menerpsity of
many in our comuanity, our clients kave clothing and other supplies to keep them
WML

Since the calendar shows that we have several more weeks of winter, we sall
have many needs to mest. Many imes, we are asked about our greatest needs
during the winter months. Here is a list of those needs:

rF ‘N A

= Men’s Jeans

= Back Packs

= Children’s Sneakers
= Towels

= Canned Pruit

* Canned Kear

= Mac & Cheesa

= Cereal

Dhring the winter monthe, we have seen (rod at work in tremendens wavs at
BUCM. When there have been needs, what is needed shows up right on time.

It has been 3 blessing to see wihat God kas done through the people of Burke
Commiy.

I also want to iovite everyone to our breskfzst fondraizer on Samrday, March
24 at Friday Friends. The all yon can eat Breakfast will be from 8§ am o 10 am.
and the cost is 58, For good food and fellowship, be sure to come out and support
BUCHM.

Another way to support BUCM and the clients we serve is to voluntesr. We
still need wolontesrs for our clothing closer and store, the food panoy and to har-
vest fiood. If vou would be nterested in discussing being a volontesr or making a
donation to BUCM, please call me or Elizabeth Nomis at (828) 433-8075 or visit
our webpage at bucm et

The Burke United Christian Ministries is very excited about what God is plan-
ning to do in J01E.

Dvid Burleson it Director of Burke United Chriztian Minisiries

Freedom Life Enterprises:

» Marion Fabric & Upholstery
* Freedom Auto Defailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commearcial & Residential

Gifts,

» Cozy Cabin - Coffes,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « 828-559-2700

www. brenews.com
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Mitchell County SafePlace

Signs to Look for in an Abusive
Personality

By Beth Diavis

Mitchell County

raprinted with permission from B3 Gruella

I'm frying to stop using the term “domestic viclence.™
It leawes too much out. Too many wonen think that if
they e not being physically abnased then they're notin a
dangercus, sbusive relationship. Mothing conld be further
fromm the muth. In reality, it only takes being hit one time
for the wictim o know what the abuser is capable of. From that ppint on, all he
has to do is use gestures (loading and unlpading & gan, for instance), looks, other
aciions to remyind her what he’s capable of

Many people refer to abunsive men as “batterers.” Wrong fenm, in my opinion.
We're talking abowt a complex set of tactcs that ars strategically employed by the
gbuzer. These tactics all fall on a contimnm. From a dozen red roses to a gun held
o her head, they're all part of the same thing: his sense of entitlement, of mals
supertority/supremacy. The goal is to first gain, and then maintain contmol of'over
the victimy's. And it’s never, ever just sbout him and what he does. It's also about
the desply, dangeronsly patriarchal systems that aid and abet his abusive behavior.
Abusers comme from all walks of life. They are uneducated, homeless men and they
are doctors, lawyers, and bank presidents. The idea that sbusers and victims are
all umedncated and poor is a dangerous mivih. Unformnately, that myth connmes
o bold sway, even m 2018, We are stanned when we hear about domestic sbuse
nnarder or nwrdsrsuicide when 1t happens in a part of town that does not comport
with our belief system. And yet it keeps happening.

Lists like this kave been aested many times. They te typically used by advo-
cates to help survivors be shle to identify what they “ve been Iving with. The sur-
vivers always have their own uniquefTagic/outrageous stores to tell, and they're
all beartbresking and infuristing. But they're also all sbowt raw, determined cour-
age and wisdom.

I'm going to do some ediing o the list we typically use. These additions ate
based on what ['ve learned over the last 30+ vears.

1. Morbid jealonsy: This is not your garden-variety jealousy, the kind of jeal-
onsy that is 3 nommal, buman emotion everyone feels at some point in tme. (Yoar
best friend zets a A+ on a test that vou got a B on, despite sdying like mad.

You might fesl 3 twinge of jealonsy.} In abusive relationships, the jealousy is the
If-I-cam"t-have-you-no-one-can! kind of jealousy. He expects you fo constanthy
prove your lovefandying lovalty to hirm. and he keeps moving the bar. He chacks
the mileags on your car. He constantly texts yon and demands that youn respond
o him immediztely. He has the bizame noton that. vou're baving a fling with the
produce gy at the grocery store. (Please!) Mind your sntenmas. I it sesms off the
wall and confrolling, it is.

2. Controlling behavior: C'mon, baky, let’s hang out all weekend! Fust you and
me! It soumds/feels good at the beginming, bt wien yon tell him vou want to go
see 3 movie with your best friend or simply bave a might to yonrself and he freaks
our and starts in oo you, pay amention’ Conmoelling bebavior represents invisible
bnilding blocks be's nsing to wall you off from everyone else. Guilt, shame what-
ever works, hea’ll nse it And it will onky zet worse.

3. Qmick imvolvement: I"ve never been able to talk with avyone like T cam talk
with you! (Classic ) It's nomial to want to be with your new lover a lot, ot when
that also comess with “Tet’s move in together™, that’s 8 massive warning simm If
he’s acting like he wants o “sweep you off your feet”, stop and think shout that.
Being swept off vour feet is destabilizing, kind of the object of the exercize for
men who want control over you. Taking time is a good thing!

4 Unrealistic expectations: Abusers tend to be highly insecure. They rely on their
pariners to give them a sense of conmection and stability, bat what they e really
looking for is someone to blame everyihing oo when things don’t zo the way they
want them to. Mo one is perfect, and no one shonld be held to unrealistic standards
or standards that contime to move. Mot fun. Impossible.

5 Teolation: Isolation is not just 8 peographic issue; it's 8 state of mimd. Once he
sets up shop in the victim's head he tends to be able to num the show even if ha's
nowhere in sizht. He will fry to cut the victim off from friends and family, or
maks the victim “choose” who she “really loves ™ Lotz mmd lots of soilt is applied.
Wionmen can live in an aparent building sumreundsad by other people and sall be
isolated Cell phone technology has added enfire new dimensions to his shility o
isolate the vicim because e Ccan roomitor her at all imes. It's quite termfying.

G Blames others for his problems: He refoses to take any responsibility at all
for the choices he makes 1o be controlling and abusive. It's always the fault of
the vicim and'or someone else, ALTWAYS. And unfornumately, women are also
blamed by other peaple and institutions {church the criminal justice system fam-
ily, fmends} who might say fo her, “What did vou do to make him anery™ which
does nothing bt reinforce her subordinate position and provide him with rein-
forcements.

7. Blames the victim's for his feelings: ¥OUT TICEED ME OFF! People do

get anery. Anper. for an abuwser, 1= a tactic. He will use anger when other tactics
don't “work™ for kim Even if the victim has done something that he perceives as
upsetting, that does not give him the right to express his anger m a factcal way,
or a way that frightens the victim. This is one of the most important tactics to be
nundfnl of. He is responsible for how he expresses himself 100% of the tme. It's
called being a grownup.

8. Hyperzensitivity (aka He can dish if ouwt, but he can’t take if): He feels en-
fitled to make hateful, huriful comments to the victmy(s), but the minute someons
says something to him he doesn’t like, or doesn't respond to him the exact way he
feels entitled oo, he lashes out. Very, very thin skin. Unable to and not interested
in listening to others. His way or the hizghmray. Exhausting. Literally exhmusting
9. Cruelty (to children or animals): Huge waming signs. Sometimes the cooslty

l L ;‘i i

can be guite sadisnc Perhaps he was sbused/tannted as a child and now he wants
1o be the one with all the power Bven if he was abused a5 a child, that’s not an
excuse for him to be abusive and burtful. He mmust recognize that his choice to
b= huriful is not accepiable and commirt fo changing his behavior If he dossn’t,
there’s nothing the victim can do to change him Mothing.
10 Emotfional abuse: Words cut deep. We do not pay as much attention fo emwo-
tional abnse as we should. Victims cannot call law enforcemsent if they're being
emotonally abnsed unkess they re being threstened. By not paying afention to
emotional abuse, vicoms might think they're making a “big deal out of nothing ™
MNothing could be further from the tuth. Emotional abnse is, in my opinion, one
of the most horrendous formes of abuse because it is invisible, and it doesn't take
nwach o cut someone in half with words. If you know someone who is beimg
emotionally abnsed, please listen respectfinlly to them and tall them they do not
deserve to be talked tosyelled af like that Emotional abuse is BEEAL anditiza
sizmificant abusive tactic.

et Gmaelle is 3 survivor of domestic violence who has worked as an ad-
vocate for battered women and their children for almost 30 years. As a renowned
commmunity eduacator, she has mained soores of advocates, criminal justice profes-
sionals (law enforcement, prosecators, magisorates, and judges), health care pro-
viders, clergy, legislators, educators, and other allied professionals, and has guest
lectured at colleges, imiversites, medical and law schools, schools of social work
znd public heath, and departments of seciplosy, women's stdies, and psychology
on violence against women and children,
Bath Daviz iz the Resource Development Coondinaror af Mitchell County Sqfe-
Place. She can be reached af 828-785-4015 or bethbdmistNggmail.com.

As part of our spreading “Good News”,
we have provided these pages for infor-
mation for your organization or church
that would be of interest to the public. I
send out reminders in a group email to
remind those of you who have requested it,
or used this service regularly. If you wish
to be added to the email please email me
at barbarah@brcnews.com. One of the
things any of you using this service needs
to remember is that we publish only once
a month and the info has to be submitted
a month ahead. When sending info please
send to my email: barbarah@brenews.
com.

A great way to get your meeting dates,
events, and other info to the public.

www. brenews.com
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

DACA Negotiations

As many of you know, the House and Senste are in the middle of negotisting immizration reforms and principles before the coming
deadline in March. I wanfed to make sure you're npdated on a few of nov kev concemmns:

First, you may have heard some discussion about possibly mchading DACA refonms in an upcoming spending bill snd combining the
o issmes. I am completely opposed to this and believe DACA should MOT be included in a spendmg bill. It shonld be addressed as an
independent. standalone item.

Second, I fully believe any soluton on immipration nmst do four specific things before we do soything else:

1. Secure the border

2. End "chain mizration’

3. Institute e-verify

4. End the Thiversity Visa Lottery’ program

Dioing those four things, among others, would go a long way in fixing our broken imomi gration system.

202-225-6401 The bottom line: There is no resson wihy House Bepublicans can't pass a stand-alone, responsible inumdgraton bill that secures our
wwwmesdows bouse gov  border and promotes conservative priorities in line with President Trump’s agenda. Mone. It's time to put aside the excuses and getto a
solufion. If we resolve to put American imterests first and keep our promises we made to the voters in 2016, we can get this done.
FEI Investization Continumes

Jim Jordan (F-OH) and I, along with several of our colleagues, are confinwing our push to ‘iovestizate the mvestigators’ as infomas-
fion confinnes to come in suggestine that in X016, high level officials at the FEI enzaged in activity that raises guestions abont whether
they zought to mndenmine then-Presidential candidste Dionald Tromp.

Asx T'we said hefore, this really comes down to 2 critical set of guestions: Did the FBEI use a Clinton campaizn paid-for political dossier
to justify spying on the Tnonp campaizn in 30167 Did President Ohama's DOT compramise our secarity in arder to target political op-
ponents?

Well, it seems we're getting closer to an answer. Sara Carter of Fox Mews is reporting that the FBI did nse the dossier to get 3 FISA
warrant fo spy on American citizens. If the FBI indeed nsed a DT project paid for by the Clintons to spy on political opponents— {and
it sure looks like they didr—then that is as wrong as it gets. That's why Bep. Jordsn and I are calling on the Deparmment of Fostice and on
Hiomse leadership to release ALL documents on this Fassian invest gation to ALL members of Congress, Democrat and Fepoblican. The
American people need the muth about what's happened here—the tmoth on the FBI's actions, on the Fussia imvestization, all of it. Let's get
to the math. This has dragged on long enough,

e alzo need Amomey General Jeff Sessions and Depury AG Fod Fosenstem to de their jobs, too. If the Anormey General is willing
to be ransparent with Congress and give us the docoments we request, we'll applmd him However, if be's not willing to do that, we're
committed to holding his feet to the fire. and would urge him to step aside. Mo one is sbove the law, and it's thne we get fo the boftom of

NC Senate District 47

MAdost msttatmons of higher education, in their mission statemment, espouse &0 environment open o diverse viewpoints and opinions.
However, oo many college and university campuses an annosphere that welcomes expression of conservative views is lacking or
non-existent, and often replaced with one of hostlity. As polidcal comrecmess becomes more exmeme on liberal college and university
campuses, the value of a four-year degree is diminished when First Amendment rights of conservative students, faculty, and mwvited
speskers are stiffed through intimidation . shont-downs, protests, and even physical vielence.

The imtolerance of Hberals on college campuses toward those with whom they disagres and want to silence is often combined with
anti-Christian bigstry nnder the mmise of social justice, often, ronically, af nniversities that were foumded by Christian denominstions.
The expression of diverse political viewpoints oo a wide range of issues should be a given, however, becanse it is not, I supported
legislation, which Governor Cooper opposed, that requires the UNC Board of Govemors to develop, adopt, and implement policies
and form a committes on free expression. The comnuttes will make anmnal reports o the Board of Governors, the General Assembly,
and the Governor, The mdtial anonal report of the Committee on Free Expression is due by September 1, 2018,

As always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state povernment by emailing me at ralph hise/@mclez net or
calling me af 919-733-3460. Sen. Ralph Hize

919-733-3460

Pleasant Ridge B

The Most Eomantic Verse in The Bible?

By Shawn Thomas
Burke County

ko, Jacob served seven years for Rachel and thay seemed
fo hamn Bur @ few days becaure gf iz love for her” (Genesis
29209

Surely this iz at least one of the most romantic verses in all
of the word of God. Jacob loved Bachel so mnch that he was
not caly willing to work seven years to esm ber hand in mar-
riage, bt the seven years “seemed to him buar a few days™ because he loved her so
omch. It's hard to beat that sentiment!

But this is also ndicative of a truth that applies in 3 pomber of areas of life: we
can spend 3 lot of toe oo something we really love, and care about. It's not hard
o get someone o do something, or be with someone, that they really love. Which
convicts many of us regarding the paltry aowount of tme we are willing to give
Grod. If we really “love™ Him, as we claim, then why does someone have to twist
our amm o go o worship? Why is it so easy to spend mmultiple bours on telenvi-
sion or the mbtermet. but =0 hard to spend even an hour with God in His woerd and

Drp yoma love the Lord? Perhaps the best test of that, is whether “the mvost roman-
fic wersa in the Bible™ describes the way that you spend time with God.

Shawn Thomas is Semior Pastor af Plegsant Ridee Baphst Church in Morsanion.
Hiz messazes and devofionals are available af www shmwnethomas. com
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Huuse District 86

Readins Commission

I was very plessed that the legislature, as part of the two-year budget adopted last June, approved provisions for 3 new education
imitiative that fornses on reading proficiency for smdents at all grade levels. The mitative’s main goal is o improve stadents’ reading
skills and literacy in zeneral. The program will thus help bolster the necessary educatonal credentials that Morth Carolinians will
nead to equip them to be both self-sufficient and ready for the workforce m the years that lie abead,

All Morth Caroling high school shadents in the 11th prade take the ACT test at the end of that school year fo assess their readiness
for either entering the work force or confimning their education at some higher education institution, comnnmity colleze or univer-
gity. The ACT mchides an assessment of each student's readiness for career or higher education based upon thedr reading shility:
Sadly, less than 40% of our high school juniors are able readers. With reading bemp the key to success in most modern-day jobs and
other subjects studied in school, this lack of readiness by our sdents is a lnge drag on their firures as well 2= for our businesses
q nesding capable employess, wihether just out of high school or afier completing additional schoeling after high school. Moreover,

Fep. Hugh Blackwell when students leave high school unable to read at 8 competent level, those atftempting o go frther with their education most often

919-733-5805 ﬁnﬂttﬂnsﬂu)&:ﬁ:ﬂp_ayingﬂ:rrmdhlmhafmﬂnymﬂmgﬂmmeLmthtthﬂybﬂi&mmmmﬂm:

fomare. That is assuming they do not become discouraged and drop ont.

Hugh Blackwell@nclegnet  p oory vears. the North Carclina legislamre has invested heavily in mying to enhance reading in kinderzarten through third
grade. That program bas been called, “Fead mw Achieve™, It seems. thms far, fo be mestng with noticeable success. However, there
are still substantal numbers of students leaving third grade withonr adeguate reading skills. In addifion experts tell us that stodemnts,
about the fourth grade begm to need different reading skills as they get o more substantive subjects in which reading iz key. In
short, it may be zaid those students need to leam to read not just to pronooncs or recognize and sxv words. Father, smdents need to
understand what the words mean and they need to be shls to wse words to explain their understanding.

It i= this latter reading approach that of comprehenzion and conrmmication. that the new Feading Commission is formed to ad-
dress. The commission is headed by State Supenntendent of Public Instaction Mark Johnson, The members of the commission
consist mostly of educators with expertize and understanding of different ways to teach reading in grades 4 through 12, The idea is
not fo prescribe what schools and teachers nmst do as much &s to identify a varety of successful methods or approaches from which
they may choose. Ultimately, the goal is that, as a state, Morth Careling will dramatically increase the percentage of our students

whao are capable rezders when they leave hizgh school.
NC Senate District 46

Ome of the hig topics of discossion across our nation last moenth was the federal tax reform ball that was passed mto law on Decem-
ber 22 2017. Having a front seat to the many ta reforms we've implementad in MC, (Careling Foumal), T have found the negative re-
artions to tax ralief to be very interesting.  Similar to the objections to tax reform we heard here in MC, last month there were national
leaders denizrating the idea of retrming a “paltry swm of $2000° to the hands of the taxpayer. In other words, to liberals, povermment
knows how to spend your money better than you do. For the average cifizen, an extra 52000 would be helpful  and the equivalent of a
few month’s rent, a couple morgage payments, 4 down payment on a Car, eic. Bt just as we saw in W, the liberal lefi in Washington
Dv.C. made outlandish statements implyving that the economy would collapse if the government lowered tax rates. As President Feagan
once said, “The difference between them and us is that we want to check government spending and they want to spend zovermment
checks.™ I believe the facts bear outf that the tax reforms W has implemented over the last few years have put our State on a very
positive econonuc path. Smce December 1 of 2017, Burke County has entertained three different jobs snnouncements thar will add

240 pew jobs in Burke County. In Cleveland County, officisls were also able to announce lumdreds of new job opportnities due to Sen. Warren Damel
hnndreds of millions of dollars n business expansion and relocation in the county. More Morth Carolinians are employed now than 3
at any time in the history of our state. The General Assembly’s nonpartisan Fiscal Fesearch Division has recently reported that, “the 919-T15-TEX3

econonty is on solid footing and remains in 8 stabls prowth peattern. .. Bmployment continnes to grow at @ steady pace. . The state’s
zrowth s starting to cutpace average national growih. ... The economy is stronger than it was & yvear ago and is beginning to ook like
an econommy that has entered info A fmee expansionary phase ™ That's good news for our State, and you can read the entire economic
report at MC General Assembly Fiscal Fesearch Dhivision. As thess federal tax reforms contimie to take effect, I expect that there will
be more zood economic news oa the borizon.  Happy Valentine®s Diay to each of you, and I hope that yon will take the opportumdty this
momth to let the special people in yvour life know how much you love and sppreciate them.

NC Hnuse District 118

N.C. retirement plans put $5.7 million back in retirees” pockets in Janoary
Implements President Trump™s Tax Paclcage in a Matter of Days

The following is reprinted from the Office of State Treasurer Diale Folwell

(Raleigh, M.C.) — Morth Carclina State Treasurer Dale F. Folwell, CPA, announced todsy that Tannsty benefit payments to Morth
Carolima refirees will increase by a total of 5.7 million this mwonth thanks to the Retirement Systems Division (F.5D) beating the
clock on an TRS deadline.

The deadline was the resnlt of the new federal fax reform Low, which lowered the amount of federal taxes that should be deduncied
from 2018 benefit payments to Morth Caroling retirees and benefit recipients. Employers have ool Febmary 15, 2018 o update the
federal withbolding tables wsed to calculate bow puach is withbeld from individual payments. The BSD Operations Team within the
M.C. Deparment of State Treasurer was shle to update the tables shead of the IR5" deadline.

Rep. Michele D. Presnell “T'm very proud of our team for taking the inifiative so guickly after the near tax law was passed by Congress and sipned by Presi-
pnet dent Tromp. While we are in the check delivery business, it involves more than just buying mk and stamps.” szid Treasurer Folwell
D10-T33-5732 “This is & testament to the ontstanding job that onr career public servants do to serve Zovermment workers.™

Iew stresmlined processes contimie to help BSTY create operational efficiencies, inclnding releasing 200 7 tax forms weeks ahead
of schadnle and at the fastest pace in six years. This comes despite a steady increase in retirements and new payment disbursements
that set another record for BL5D): over 5500 million is now paid out each month to more than 312,000 retirees and benefit recipients.

“Char team, led by Tom Cansey and Susan Fordham, decided not to wait until February to exact this increase in our members’ ben-
efit payments,” explained Steve Toole, Execntve Director of BSD. “By updating these tax schedules sooner, our members will see
larger January benefit paviments.™

The January benefit payments will be disbursed to retirees and benefit recipients on Tharsday, January 23, 2018,

Among its many fonctions, the W.C. Deparoment of State Treasurer manages the Morth Caroling Total Betirement Plans, which ad-
minister the retirement benefits of more than S0 000 of Morth Carolina’s state and local government law enforcement. judicial and
legizlative employeas, as well a5 teachers and fire and rescus workers. Mn:emfurmaunmsmrulahleatm}wem&mﬂum

GOD BLESS AMERICA
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Shoals Creek Baptist Church

Loving Threads
By Pastor Memitt Taylor
Yancay Cowunty

It was mitiated by 8 memory from 3 mim-
istry from days gone by, back im Alabhama
It was imspired by the challenge to “gat out
of the boat™ from a sermon series. God ook
this and led Mochelle Hockabee to enlist
the talents of others, a desire to teach somea
a new skilled-hobby, and the passion to
show others the love of Christ in a simple
and tangible way. This is what zave birth
io the Shoal Creek Bapodst Church Prayver
Shawl Ministry. First, there were cro-
cheted prayer shawls for folks with health
problems, others who were lomely, o just
simply nesded to knowr thar others were
praving for them and love them. It did e Mary Lea &= g brafn surgery survivor
take long before we received news sbout a  Jfhom years ago, and her pipyvsical
ity mirsculous recovery of a teenaged girl limitations have kept her from doing
who received a shawl. Afer this, one of the Many things. She has discovered
ladies in the fellowship received a cancer @ new purpose in Ijfe and minisiry
diagnosis, and chemo-therspy was the through crocheting prayer shawls
scheduled trestment, which normally leads and rearft. She comes in avery
to the loss of hair, and this led to crocheted  Siotday mornmg that The can attend
hats for her and other chemo-patients, and  With several ifems, and always fakes
then, hats for shoe boxes as pifts for Sa-  MOFe yawm fo do more. Thiz minisry
miaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child. & doing mone than juss touching rhe
Last of all, simple scarfs were made tobe  [TVes gff those who recenve the shawis,
placed in blessing bags with other necessi-  soarfs, and hais, for it is impacting
ties to zive to the homeless folks, and other fhose who ane crochering thase gifts
scarfs were placed in public venues for qflove as well.
anyone who desired to kesp it. The prayer
shaw] minisiry even expanded to collect smffed animals for the Bumsville Police
Drepartment, given as a comfort in sitzations where children are encountered in
an officers’ dutes. There were enongh animals collected for two deparments to
share The fallowship of Shoal Creek mnd friends of Shoal Creek have embraced
thiz mimistry, enabling its prowth in mary Fensrous Ways.

This simple miniztry of crocheting threads of vam into shawls, scarfs. and hatg
is to chare the lowe of Tesus with others. As each pisce is crocheted, there s prayer
for the person whao receives it. Bafore the shawls are distribated, the church places
them oo the altar, hands are lam apon them and praver is lifted to God in beaven
o wse each, just as He used the aprons and handkerchiefs that Panl used and were
given to people in peed. Our God is still in the miracle business, and He has ziven
2 few miracles with this minisitry. Some have received a touch from the Master’s
hand, and others bave received a different kind of miracle and that is they can do
something that makes a difference in the lives of others.

It iz lowing threads; Mesting a need, sharing love, and showing Jesus 1s real!
This is just one of the many ways some “zet out of the boat™ and camy the mes-
sage of the Gospel mvto this waorld. Bach piecs is “5titched in prayer and Giftad in

Mimizsory Members—5Soared L-R: Daphne Buchanan, Mochelle Huckabes;
Standing L-R- Pam Taylor, Lexi Dark, EKasi Westbrook, Lacey Robinson, Wanda
Hughes, BRarbara Branch, Jang Dark, Linda Punch, EKali Miller, Margaret New-
marn—Nof piciured: Aary Lea Hardin, Wondy Dhmcan, dmanda Sifver Sharet
Hublard, Rachel Procior, Maria Chavez, Shivlay Coltaryain, Koty Newell,
Linda Lewman

Church prayer for shawis, scarf, and kats at the altar

www. brenews . com
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I ame mot last! Thke me [fyvou nead ma!
Stitched in prayer, Gifted in fove

Placing scarft on benchaes in down-
fonen Burmsville

Pastor Merritt Taylar & a native af Filliamszton, NC and has been married o Ris
Baloved wife, Pam, for 36 years. They hmaw three children, and five grandeckildnen.
Taylor is a praduate of Fruittand Daptizt Bible College, Liberty Univarsiny, and
Liberyy Bapiist Thealogical Seminary. He has bean serving as pastor qf Shoal
Croek Baprizt Church since Septembar I, 2003,
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BCPS Honored With 10 Public Eelations
Awards

By Cheryl Shuffler

School public relations professionals across the sfate

craft during the Morth Carolinag School Public Fela-
fions Aszociaton’s (WCSPRAY) annusl Bhee-Fibbon
Awards for Effective Commmnications celsbration at
the O Henry Hotel in Greenshorg. Thiryr-eight school
districts were recornized for outstanding work and
recaived 3 tofal of 306 awards in eight categories.

Incheded in the list of winners is Cheryl M Shuffier, public relations officer for
Burke Coumiy Public Schoals. Burke County Public Schools received 10 Blne
Fibbon awards in five categories. Board of Edacation Members Edna Weller, Seth
Hunt and Board Chair Fandy Bums as well as Supenmtendent Dir. Larry Putnam,
Assiztant Superintendent David Fonseca, Charmwells K12 Distmict Manager Pegzy
Luother and Chartwells K12 Fegional hMarketing Manager Christa Turski joined
Shuffler in accepting the gwards on behalf of the school system.

The categories, entries and awards are:
It's Grear to be Mitchell Greathouse — Gold Asvard (Greathouse Link)
Snapping with Stadents on Snapchat — Silver Award
Elecwomic Media
Welcome Video — Bronze Award (Link to Welcome Video)
Direxel Smudents Talk Turkey — Bronee Award (Link to Turkey Video)
Excellence in Writing
Welding Class Sparks Imterest at FHS — Gold Award (Link to Weldinz story)
Freedom Principal, East Burke AP Awarded by School System — Silver Asvard
(Link to story)
Photography
Backpack Givesway — Gold Award (Link to Photo Albnm)
Last Day - Recrsate First Day — Bronee Award

MORE

Publications

Burke Coumty School and Family Magazine — Bronze Award (Link to latest edi-
fiom)

Disirict Srategic Flan 2017-2022 — Bronre Award (Link to Sirategic Flan)

D Pumarn said, “Yiou know Cheryl Shuffler as the voice of Burke County Pub-
lic Schools as she is the one who calls yvour phone oo snow days. But every day,
she iz ont there helping us tell our story and accentmating the positive sbout Burke
County Public Schools. These swards represent 10 examples of the coumtless sto-
ries we tell and the ways we engage with cur community. They also ars examples
of teamwork. Char principals, teachers. staff members and stodents all have A part
in telling our story of izniting leaming for a brighter foture every day. By focusing
and promofing our schools and working with our community pariners, we show-
case what a grest coumty, conmmuty and school system we have.”

WCSPPA President Todd Hagans, executive director of Commmanity Felations
& Conmrmmications for Gaston County Schools, said enfries of the award winners
rivaled the best work of public relations practifioners in any field. “Blue Fibbon
Awards are the hizhest honor in our crganizaton and they validare the superior
work done by my colleagues this year,” Hagans said. “This roster of excellence
is fangible evidence that WMCSERA"s public relations professionals are among
the nation's finest and that they are producing cutting-edge connmumications amd
products that support their schools and school systerms ™

Amyard categories included dizital media engazement, electronic madia, excel-
lence in writing, imagze/zraphic design, marketing photography, puoblications
{print & electronic), and special events and programs. “Best of the Best™ honors
were also awarded to the most ouistanding ewtry in each category. Enfries were
judged by the Georgia School Poblic Felations Association Board of Directors.

Prior to the awards ceremony, attendees heard a presentation from D James
Aernll, superintendent of Wake County Pablic School System. W, Jeffrey Booker,
Gaston County Schools superintendent and MOSPRA Superintendent Lizison, slso

Front row fhom igft, Cheryl Shyfffer, BCPS public relations gfficer; Edna
Wallar: BCPS Board of Education, Peggy Luther: Charmwells K12 district
munagar; David Fonsera, BOPS assistant superimtendent. Patricia Hol-
{ingzworth, chigl communications officer Nach-Rocky Mount Public Schools;
dack row from lgft, Cheis Fuller NCEPRA evecufive director; Larry Put-
mam, BCPS superintendent; Randy Burns, BCPS Board of Educaiion charr;
Serk Hunt, BCPY Board qf Education, and Christa Thresks, Chartwalls K12

offered congratulatory remarks during the ceremony on behalf of the state’s school
superintendents.

MNCEPFA's mission is 0 build support for public educsoon throngh well-
planmed and responsible public relations. For more mformation visit the MCSPRA
Facebook page or wivw.nCspra.org.

Contact Public Relations Officer Cheryl M. Shuffler at cnshufflerjmbarke k12
ncous or E28-435-2989

Burke County Fublic Schools Mission Statement

The missicn of Burke County Public Schools is to educate diverse leamsers,
nurture their potentials, and empower them to be competitive, successful and
producive cifizens.

Burke Connty Poblic Schools Vision Statement
Burke Counry Public Schools, a world-class model of exemplary education,
inspires stadents to be life-long leamers who can compete successfully on the
global stage and contribmie to their comnmnity as productve citizens,

Cheryd Shyffer is the Public Relations Qfficer for the Burke County Public Schoal
Syrtam.

Wil Counvy Chamber

Blue Ridge Wedding Fop Up Show
and Bridal Marketplace

By Patti JTemzen

Mitchell County

Bhie Ridze Wedding Pop Up Show and Bridal bdar-
ketplace coming to Spruce Pine March 10¢h

Spruce Pine (Tanwary 30, 2018) The Blae Ridza
Mountains are a beantifinl setting for weddings
throughout the year and the Mitchell County Chamber
of Commerce is helpimg brides and zrooms in their
planming. The Blne Ridge Wedding Pop Up Show and
Erdal Marketplace will take place on Saturday, harch
10, 2018 from 11 ABW-3 PM st the Cross Street Center in Sproce Fine and will
feature wedding vendors who specialize in belping brides plan their perfect day.

Brides will be able to talk with carerers, hair and makeup arists, wedding
planners wedding venes, custom invitation and sign desipners and more at the
event “This event was created to help brides petting married in our aves connect
with amaring wedding vendors who can help take scome of the stress out of their
planning sxid
Paii Jewsen Ex-
ecutive Director
of the Mrichel]
Connty Chamber
of Commerce.
“We have so
many wWonder-
ful asimesses
in pur srea who
offer amazing =
products, venues "'ﬂ
and services st
affordable prices
and our goal is
to connect them
with the brides
whuareplanning
their npooming
weddings., Supporting thess small businesses and showcasing our bequtiful area
is 8 win-win.™

The event is free to attend and open to the public. “Those attending the Show
will enjory givesways, samples, prize drawings sand mors,” said Fensen. The
vendors showeased at the event will have time to talk with brides, srooms and
mathers of the bride to share abont their services as well a5 provide information
and Fivegways.

A unique festure to the Show is the Bridal Marketplace. Former brides and
moathers of the bride who have wedding décor that they would like to sell have an
opportunity to sef up a booth at the Show. ““We know that there are many garages
and closets out there with bematifil wedding décor thar has only been used once,”
said Tensen. The Bridal Marketplace is available on a first come first senve basis
by reservation only and has a small fee anacked to reserve the space. Those mber-
ested in these spaces shonld call the Mitchell County Chamber at 828-T65-9033.
“TWe are especially thankfiol for our sponsors Springmaid Mountain and Cross
Strest Commerce Center for their suppoert of this event. Brides can mest with
Springmaid Mountain Fesort at the event and register for 4 two night sivesaay.
Attendees at the Show can see the Cross Strest venos and leam about the upoom-
ing renovations to the space

“endors interested in being a part of the Blue Ridze Weddings Pop Up Show
can call 828-T65-2033 or email kjones@mitchellcountychamber.orz. The event
also has a Facebook and Instagram page that will festure new vendors and spon-
=005 a5 the event draws near.

Pant Jansen is Interim Direcior gf the Afitchal]! Coumnty Chamber gf Commence.

www. bremews . com
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Everlasting Love

By Fev John MoCoury
Roan Mountain, Tenmessee

"The LORD hath appeared gf old unte me, sqying, Yea, 1
have loved thee with an everlazting love: thergfore, with fone-
ingkindness have I dravn thee. "(Teremizh 31:3) The trazedy
of =in iz that it keeps God from being to us all that He wants
o re-— Our Lover (1-6). The image of mamiage is frequently
found in both Jeremiah and Hoses. When we disobey God,
we sin oot only agzinst His law but also agzinst His love. We bresk the hear of
Cod when we give our love o what He hates. Perhaps no docitine in Scripmire
is &5 clearly stated as that expressed in our text and in many other passages. God
kowves us! His love is an "everlastong love" and compels Him to act strongly and
lowingly on our behalf

"Herein is love, not that we Joved God, bur that e loved ws, and zent his Son fo
b the propitiation for owr zins” (1 Jobn 4: 10). This therme finds glorious expres-
sipn in the zrand hymn of the last cenmry entitled "1 Am His, and He Is Mme "
Loved with everlasting love, led by grace that love to know; Spirit, breathing from
ahova, thou hast taaght me it s so! O this foll and perfect peaca, O this fransport
all divine-In a lowve which cannot cesse, [ am His and He is nune Jesus prayed, T
in them, and thou in me, .. that the world may o that thouw hast sent me, and
hazt loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father Twill that they alse, whom thon
hazt I given e, be with mee where Tam™ (John 1 7:23-24). The Father will never
allow us to part fom Him or cur Savior. These precious facts are taught to s by
the "inspired” (literally "God-breathed™) Scriphures (2 Tomodny 3:16), and e
Comforter .., the Spirt of outh [who] will gride [us] into &l oot (Tobn 16:7,
to himszelf (Ephesians 1 :4-5). "Behold, what munmer of love the Father hath
besfowed wpon us, that we shonld be called the sons gf God" (1 Jobn 3:- 1)

In His grace, we come fo Him experiencing sweet forgiveness and everlasting
lowve Cradled in the security of His
undying love, we have peace. "Thou
wilf kegp him in perfect peace, whose
mind Iz simyed on fhee” (Isaizh 26:3)
As we look at the rest of Jeremizh 31
we ses be is to be Cur Father [7-8).
Israel is His firsthorm; He redeemed
the people in Egypt (Exod. 4:22).
God wants to be a Father toas (2
Cor. §:14-16), but our sins stand in
the way. Our Shepherd (10-14). The
flock of Israel was smitten and scat-
terad, bt the Lord was caring for it just the same. Mo matter o dark the day,
the Shepherd will find vou, lead yvou, and pive you a song. Our Cornforter (15-4100.
Wheat lamentation there was when homes were broken up and people were carried
off to a foreign land! But God zave the word of comfort: they will come home
agzin. He promised them a new covenant that would change their hearts, and we
hawe that covenant in Jesus Christ (Hek. 8; 10:1-25) In closing Phil 4:23.

Pastor: Jobn McoCoury Send all prayer requests to jhm402 1@ zmail com

Jokn MeCoury iz pastor gf Evargreen church in Roan Moimn, Tenmesses and
alzo chaplam ot Roan Highlanwds Nursing Center:
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Lees-McRae College

Lees-McRae College Elects Dr.
Herbert L. King, Jr. as 16th President
of the 118-year-Old Institution

By Mima Mastandrean

Avery County

BAWNNER ELE W.C. — On January 19, 2018, the
Laes-McRae College Board of Tmstess elected Dir. Her-
bert L. King, Jr as the 16th president in the 118-year
history of the instimton. Eing will succeed Dr. Barmy :
M. Buxton on Tume 1, 2018, =

“I am bonored and excited to have the opporunity to serve as the next president
of Lees-McRae ™ EKing said. “T value its mission; its student centeredness and I
feel at boane in the natural beauty that Banner EIk provides. My family and 1
are eager to become part of this commmnity, and Tam grateful for the st that the
bard is placing in me to lead Leas-WicPae o the fiunme ™

President-elect King will amive on cantpus having served as the Vice President
for Instimtonal Advancement at Hampden-Sydney College n Hampden-Sydney,
Wirginia, whete he was responsible for 2l development, alumni relations and
career fimetons of the college.

While at Hempden-5Sydney, King achieved the third, fonrch and Gfth-best fin-
draising years in the college’s history and the best
years ouiside of a capital campaizn. His time there
was also marked by the two best vears of endow-
ment gifi giving as well as semng the record for
unresiricted gifis to the college.

Through the generated zift income, Hampden-
Sydney was able to construct the 511 million Bromam
Smdent Center and the 54 million rencvation of the
Siar-Christ Center for the Arts. He alsp increzsad
the alumni giving percentage from 29 percent to 36
perceat in one fscal year resulting in three Council
for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE)
awvards.

Prior to Hampden-Sydney, King served as the
“ice President for Extemnal Felations at Hollins University in Foanoke, Virginia
and the Vice President for Instimaonal Advancement at Fermum College in Fer-
nuon, Virgmis,

EKinpg's experience extends bevond the scope of hizher education with tme as
both Executive Director and Director of Development at the Patrick Henry Baoys
and Girls Homes in Brookneal, Virgimia, where he was tasked with creanng the
orpanization's first srategic plan, lannching comprahensive facility renevation
efforts and multiple fimdraising efforts.

Eing received his Doctor of Education in educanonal leadership from The
University of Virginia, his Master of Education in educatonal adminisiration from
Lynchburg College and his Bachelor of Ans in English and history fiom Hamp-
den-Sydney College.

Dir. Barry M. Buxton, 15th president of Lees-hMcBae College, announced his
refirement on July 31, 3017, As such the Board of Trustees bagan inviting nomi-
nafions and applications for an innovatve and visionary leader in academic. fiscal
administrative and professional matters_

Mclair Tornow, Board of Tmastees chainman and search commities co-chair,
sxid “The trustess and the search committes expended a preat deal of time defin-
ing the leader to lead us in the fotore—ave found that person in
Lze Eing. He possesses those gualities we were looking for—pood
communicative and collaboratve skills, exceptions] fondraizer and
sirategic planner, devotion to family and strong spirmial valees.
Mot only does Dir. King understand the attendant challenges of the
role, bt he is excited abont and wants specifically to be president
of Lees-McFae College.™

Einpg comes to campus with his wife Tamory and their three
children Jacob, 17; Kathrvn, 14; and Aamon, @,

For more information, please visit lmcedn/president-elect.

Hestled in the Blue Ridze Mountains of western Morth Carolima,
| Laps-McBae College is a private, four-year college offering diverse
baccalanreste degrees, stromg sthletic proprams and eutstanding
faculty. Field-specific career preparation and hands-on leaming
enhance the broad core oumiculum. For more information, please
visit wwwlmec edu or call 8258 898 5241,

Dr Hevbert L. King, Jr.

Nimg Maztandrea iz the contant manager of Lees-MeRae Colless

www. brcnews.com
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Berry Chapel Baptist Church
What's Love Got to Do with [t?

By Pastor Steve Williarms
Mirchell Connty

The answer to that question is Everything Sincere bibli-
cal love is 2 rare thing in this world. There are plenty of exhi-
bitions of feshly and worldly love, but sincere, biblical love
is hard to find! The Bible tells us that God’s Love is End-
less, in Jeremizh 3123 The Lowd kath appeaned of old undo
mg, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasimg love: thergfome with loving
kinghess have I drawn thee. The Bible alsp tells us that God's love is Unbiased,
in John 3:16 For God 5o loved the world, that he gave ki only begotien Som, that
whaozoever believeth in kim showld not perish, but have everlazting ljfe. The Bible
glzo tells us God’s Love is Unchanging in Fom 8:38-39. For I om persuaded, that
neither death, nor iffe. nor angels, nor principalities, ror powers, nor thing: pres-
ant, hor things fo come, [39] Nor haipht, nor depth, nor axy other creanune, shall
I able to separate uz from the love gff God, whick &z i Cheist Jesus our Lowd,

Let’s look at what the Bible tellsmsin | Cor 13:1-7 1 Though J
speak with the tongwes gf men and qf angels, and kavw rot char-
ity flowel, I am become as sounding brazs, or a imkiing cymbal 2
And thongh I have the gift of prophecy, and undersiand all mpster-
tes, and ail mowledge; and though I have all finth, zo that T could
ramHone mounians, and have not charity dove), I am nothing. 3
And though I besfow all my goods to feed the poor;, and though T
Eive my body fo be burmed, and ke not charify (Tovel, if prafiteth
me nothing. 4 Charily (Tove) syffereth long. and i1 bnd,; charify
fTove) exviath mot, charily (Tove) vaundeth not itself &= not prffed
up, J Doth rot behaee itself inseamiy, secheth not her owi, &5 not
easily provoked, thinketh no @il ¢ Rgioiceth not 7 Beareth ail
thingz, belicveth all thingz, hopeth all things, endureth ail things.

This passage in I. Cor 13:1-7 shows us two very Doportant
things about biblical love in the Christans Life; First it shows us
the Importance of Biblical Love. See it's one thing o speak love,
bt it's a whole different story to show it to others. It's easy to
say I lowe you because all that is, is words ['ve spoken. I've heard
somefimes our words are cheap. Showing our love for our fellow
man iz going to take us out of our comfort zone, cnﬂdeu‘mcnst
yon time and money, and may
even tzke a prest effort The Bible
says im 1 Tobm 3:18 “My fifle
children, lef us not love i word,
meither in fongue; but in dead and
in fruth. " Second this passage
paints us a Pictore of Sincere
Love. Verses 4-6 shoars us Loves
Action. A Sunday Schooel teacher
asked ber class if they knew the
difference between kindness and loving kindness. Gmhrﬂe girl
said she knew the difference. She told the teacher that kindness is
like when yvom ask your mother for some toast and she gives it to
vour, bt loving kindness is when you ask your mother for some
toast and she gives it to you with batter and jelly on it. And that's
the way God is. God, in his loving kindness, is an exceedingly zen-
ercus giver. He doesn't just give you some blessings, bt He zives
some blessings with some uiter and jelly on it. That's the way
Tme biblical love should be.

2018 Ram 2500 BIG HORN CREW CAB
434 64 BOX Crew Cab

2018 Ram 2300 LARAMIE CREW CAB 44
&'4 BOX Crew Cab

2018 Ram 3500 TRADESMAN CHASSIS
REGULAR CAB 4¥4 143 5WB Regular Cab

Words of Wisdom

= Love is the only force capable of mansforming an eneny into a
friend. Marfin Luther Eing, Jr.

= Friends sho their love in tmes of mouble, not in happiness.
HiA

= Lowve your enamties, Mless them that curte you, do pood fo tham
that hate you, and pray for them which despirgfllly wre you, and
parsecute you,  Matthew 544

= Love all, frust a few, do wrong o pome.  William Shake-
Spesre

A Litile Langhter for The Soul _Is It Love
Bill and Steve are discussing the possibility of love "1 thought I
was o love three fimes " Bill says.

"Thought™ Steve asks. "What do yvou mean™

"Thres years ago, I cared very deeply for a woman who wanted
nothing o do with me " Bill says. Thal

"Wasn't that love™ Steve asks.

"Mo, that was obsession," Bill explains.

"Then two yvears ago, I cared very deeply for an atractive woman
who didn't understand me."

"Wasn't that love™ asks Steve.

"Wo, that was Iust," Bill replies.

"And just kast yvear, | met 3 woman while I was on 3 cmise. She
was gorgeous, intellizent. & great conversationalist and had a super
sense of homor. Everywhere I followed her on that ship,

I would get 2 very sirange sensatiom in the pit of my stomach. ™

"Well, wasn't that love " asks Steve

"Mo. That was motion sickness!" Bill replies.

Steve Williams is the Paztor of Berry Chapel Baptizt Charch in
Spruce Pine.

A T,

BUSINESS

BUCHANAN & YOUNG

gy Josp [ mams
www.buchananyoungcom

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News' on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

2017 Ram 1500 SPORT GREW CAB 4x4
5T BOX Crew Cab

EW CAB 4X4

1:-5.&.’ ELE E1l]

2017 Ram 1500 BIG HORN CREW CAB 4X4
a7 BOX Crew Cab

Now $39,020-—

asl lane Tor small business,

“Serving WNC For
Cheer 20 Fers™

828-682-2194

East Main Street,
Burnsville, N.C, 28714

Zoo doaler for
complee datnin
on rebates and finanaing.
Mo DOC fows,
Tax and tag extra.

www. bremews . com
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Crossword
ACROSS

1 a nun and a desolate waste
from Migdol to  (Ezek
29-100

5 as 1t began to toward the

first day of the week (Matt 28:1)

£ the LORD your God,
brought you out of Egypt (Deut
13:5)

11 He makes Lebanon __ hke
a calf (Ps 29:6)

12 Whoso1s ., and wall ob-
serve these things (Ps 107:43)

13 Thenhe gavea  of bread,

a cake of dates and a cake (2
Sam 6:19)

14 takethee andlay
it before thee (1.4) (Ezek 4:1)
(ETV)

15 But the people grew  on
the way (Num 21:4)

17 They repay me evil for good
and leave my soul  (Ps
35:12)

19 They __ past like boats of
papyrus (Job 9:26)

20 picmie pest (Prov 6:6)

21 The 15 also unclean; al-
though 1t has a spht hoof (Dent
14:8)

22 Joseph worked with physi-
clans to s father Israel
(Gen 50:2)

25 What has happened to us is
a__ of our ewl deeds (Ezra
9:13)

27 fish, and all manner of
, and zo0ld on the Sabbath (Neh
13:16) EIV

29 Why have you brought us
up out of Egyptto  m the
desert? (Num 21:5)

30 Nexther 15 worshipped with
men's hands, as thoughhe
any thing (Acts 17:23)
32Noahand s | Shem,
Ham and Japheth (Gen 7:13)

33As  man who casteth

firebrands (1.3) (Prov 26:18)
E_T""F

36 remamns only a single seed.
But 1f 1t dies, 1t produces many
___ (Jobn 12:24)

38 They hatch the  of vipers
and spin a spider's web (Isa
59:5)

30 David became a  after
killing Gohiath

40 as one wipes a dish, wipng
it and tuming it down (2
Eings 21:13)

42 he saith unto them Why
miake ye this | and weep
(Mark 5:39) (KJV)

43 a hittle honey, spices, and

mytrh, . and almonds (Gen

43:11)
45 Jesos went mto the |
and began to cast out (Mark
11:15)

49 when thou art | go and sit

down m the lowest room (Luke

14:10) KJV 2 N E ¢
51 abbr. for the mmeteenth book
of the New Testament
52"Goand __ tohmm Yomwall 55 =
certamly recover (I K1 8:10)
53 and Dumah, and Eshean |7 . .
(Joshua 15:32) = = - -
55 examine the mildew and
the affected article (Lev 13:50) ) 4 =
57 Michal was upset by Dawid - =
____zome of hus clothes in public 2y -
(2 Sam 6:20) F T 7 T
60 Xerxes who ___ over 127 _ c
provinces (Esth 1:1) » lic f Mo.227
61 The bodyisa |, thoughit a2 a1 |44 = $ |47 |48
15 made up of many parts (1 Cor
12:12) - ™ . o
62 Labans' oldest daughter (Gen 5 . T -
20:16-1T) . .
63 He trams my hands for battle; |*7 8 = =
my _ can bend a bow (2 Sam - - -
22:35) ) r
64 abbr. for the first book of the X B2 8
ﬂtﬁw to the s EﬂgEE COPYRIGHT 2018 i EVWORDEAMES COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
3322
;ﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁiﬁh . 26toloose the bands of wicked-  hymns and spiritual songs (Eph
Kings 12:0) (Isa 58:6) (EJV) 47 talkmg about and histening
27 Bitterly she  atnight tears tothe  ideas (Acts 17:21)
DOWN are upon her cheeks (Lam 1:2) 48 ope officialis bya
28 The fear of the LORD higher one, and over them both
- length to hfe (Prov 10:27) are (Eccl 5:8)
Eﬁﬁﬁ‘%@ﬁﬂﬂﬂ " 31 abbr for the fifth book of the 50 projectile (Job 41:26)
2 HEIﬁi'Lh]l;.ESS Elllﬂg to her 0ld Testament 51Ithada Ereat, _“’E].I.Wlﬁl
(Lam 1:9) —  32amansways  nghttohim twelve gates (Rev 21:13)
3 Therefore disaster  overtake Cut the LORD weighs the heart 54 King David himself walked
him in an instant (Prov 6:13) (Prov 21:2) behind the (2 Sam 3:31-
4 a holy nation, belong- 33 bmsband of Jezebel (IKing 32)
ing to God (1.6) (1 Peter 2:9)  15°1) | % e porcar. -l ey
5 when Isaac was old, and his ?;Iﬁ cﬁgg;l BeartRigpod, ﬁiﬂ;lﬂs you fhe tecret (Tnds
; 5 ov 17 :
?ﬁﬁéﬁmﬁ?sﬂmﬁ 35Isee__ ofamalmond 57 Thenthey another well
lips (Rom 3:137KJV tree (1,3) (Jer 1:11) but they quarreled over (Gen
seemtobe are indispensable high places 2 Chr 33:19) 58 Look, the Lamb of God,
(1 Cor 12:27) 41 |, aprophetess, was leading  who takes away the  ofthe
2 umto you, scribes and Israel at that ttme (Judg 4:4) world (John 1:29)
Pharisees, hypocrites! (Matt 43 Foman Emperor at the ime of 39 by me and Silvanus and
23-14) : EeTehaﬂjrnhmth o Tm?ﬁthéusﬁilﬁjnntyeamd
9 you have not been trustworth EY WL s L. im__ (2Cor1:15) (KIV)
o worldly wealth (uke  What he had said (Luke 20:26)
16711) 46 Speak to one another with | Solution on page 14

10 How 15 the candle of the
wicked put out! (Job 21:17) KIV
12 and a bird on the  may
report what you say (Ecel 10:20)
13 Part of the body (Judgz 19:29)
14 hke the merchant ships,
bringmg her food from _ (Prov
31:14)

16 all the days of my appomted
_ will Twat (Job 14:14)

18 jomn in their purification
and pay thewr expenses (Acts
21:24)

23 saxd to Dawvid, "AmI |
that you come at me (1,3) (1 Sam

17:43)

24 Benjamuim's __ was five times
so much as any of themrs (Gen
43:34) KV

www. brenews.com
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Tlna‘-Faritrr-.B_ig'Hearts

Small, Local Church Opens 24/7
Food Pantry

By: Ginny Rhodes

MeDaowell Coungy

The congregation at Cross Mill United MMethodist
Church doesn’t fill the church up on Sundays with
oaly about 13 members, but what they are filling up
is a tiny food paniry ontside of their church available
to amyone who needs it 24 hours a day, seven days a |
week

“The idea is just to do what we can to reach as
many people 35 we possibly cam. And give it with
lowe from our hearts and hopefolly, prayverfully, it
will reach those that really need it,” said Pastor Walter Pegues. “In this day and
e, we need to give back to let people know that there are EEI'I].'IEPE:IF]-EIJ]ﬂ'.'I.IE
world that still have the idea .
o give 25 we have b=en given
o

Two old newspaper racks
that kave been refurbished
with fresh paint and letiermg
serves as the pantry that sits
outside of the fallowship hall
of the church_ It is filled with
non-perishable goods and
bottled water available to any-
one any fme they nesd it

“I have had abways had
a passion fior a food pantry,” said church member
Susan Gosseft, who spearheaded the paniry after i
leaming about another charch in Meorganton who did
the same thing. “This is 3 great way for those who
may be embarrazsed to go other places to get food.
They can come and take what they need and no one
has to know.™

CROSS UMC |
¢ rREE FOOD

donations from the compnity, organizations and
basinesses to keep the food boxes filled up at all
fmes.

“We do peed help with supplies, but no matter
what God will supply our
need We hope there will be a
lot mors involvement ™ said
rossett.

Althourh the panmy is
ampoymeons. 3 gratefnl person
who benefitted from the food
recantly keft a note for the
church that szid, “T"m home-
less. Thank yon so much. This
meszns 50 much to me. God
HEE-I:

For aoyone wanhng to
donate, bring your items by the panfty lecated at 85 West Cross Smeet in Maron.
For a larger donstion, folks can call Susan st 442-B098 or Jobnoy Patton at <$60-
8257 Service ar the church begins at & am. each Sumday.

“We azk the conummity to pray for ws and pray for the success of this adven-
fure. We are coming info & season whers there is going to be a lot needad Wa
hawe a lot poing on in MeDowall Coumnty that 3 lot of people are not sware of ™
szid Pegues. “I think this will halp in many cases to relieve somme of the pressure
and somse of the pain thar folks will have to deal aith ™

Ginny Fhodes is an award-winning multimedia pournalist at The McDowell Mews
m Maripn, North Carolina. Corrently, she covers education for McDoael]l County,
and is the editor of The Express, a weakly lifestyle and entertamment poblics-
ton. Ginny grew up in MreDowell County and lives in O1d Fort with her hosband
Christopher snd two children: Scarlert, 7, and Sawyer, 2. She is the sacretary for
McDowell County Crime Stoppers Inc. and a board member for MoDowell Unrted
Fund. She has ber bachelor’s degree in Commumications fom Appalachian State
Unirversity. To comtact her, email vwhodesi@modowellnews. con,

Jackson Hewitt

TAX SERVICE

Switch and get

*100

i o prot o L1058
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2 Morganton Locations:

911 W Union St Inside Wal-Mart
828-433-4455 828-448-2243

Valid 02/14/18 - 04/1318

yﬁ? (72 gﬁf’ with
L & B Furniture

Best of McDowell County 2016

L&B FURNITURE

Bt 1 40 136 Wy Road i NC (828) 652-7667
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: Mountaineer Pawn Shop :

' 12513 5. 226 Hwy. *» Spruce Pine, NC

(828)765-7651

VALENTINE SPECIAL ON JEWELRY
Don't Forget Your Valentinel
We can make their syes spariie!
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Shoulder
Pain?

Laser Therapy.
Healing at the
Speed of Light

Fezearch published in the Britizh Joumal of Sports Mediciine
stated that Laser therapy and steroid injeclions were the only
freaiments showing STROMG evidence of effectivensss for
freatment of frozen shoulder. So why choose laser therapy?
It*s the only treatment that has no negative side effects.
You can't make that claim with sternoids!

CRUZ

Life Center

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

“Since 1952"

Pause. ..and Consider

A Healthy Heart
By Een and Tan Marop
Avery Coumny

All the leads were amackaed to me comactly.
e the doctor couldn't get 3 reading fom the
cardiceram machine.

I lay thera praying against the trepidation of
what he might fnd.

That was many vears ago. Bur I can soll hear
the doctor saving, “T dow't see auything on the
zeresn. I don't koow what's wrong.™

Chuetly, T zaid, “T'm still bers ™

He quickly tumed and said “Oh, it's pot vou! It's the machms ™

We Langhed a bt and be evewtally was ble to male out anythunez with my bearr.

Hazlthy plysical hearts are essental to goed health. Proper nnminon, good
eating habits and exercise are vital. Owr spotmeal hearts peed to be aurmured as
well. For example, in Proverbs 12: 25, BIETV it says, “dwcen i the heart gf
A causes depression, duf @ good word makes it glad” Proverbs 17: 22 says, "4
meerTy heart does good, like medicing, it o broken spirit dries the bones. ™

There sre many verses that renved ns of God's peace apd our thankfulness. For
example Colossiaps 3:13 epcourages us o let God's peace mle in our bears and
o be thankfinl.

The above verses give us the prescrprion for a bealthy bearr. Joy, encouraging
words, peace and thankfulness provide the environment in whichk 2 heart thrves
not just survives. In | Thessalondans 5: 16 this prescriprion s afirmed with these
words, “Rgieice always, pray withow! censing. In evervihing groe thanks; for this
I the will gf Ged in Christ Jesus for you.™

Fecently, my busband Kea gave me an acronyvm for the word bears. “H' stands
for bealilry, which we just explored. Thean ke saw bow ‘EAR follows "H” Wa
nwst listen 1o God's word so we will hear kis voice and what ke wants to say to
us. Coce we bear what he has to say we will discover a beautiful muth.

Thea lemer “T" stands for trezsure.

A treasure 15 something of great value, Thar is bow God sees us. In Isaiah 43
7, the Lord God says, “Everyone whe is cailed by My name, whom I have created
Jor My glory; I have formed him, ves, I have made him. "

We belong to the Lord and He loves ns with an everlasimg love. Jeans proved
that by dyinz a substinutonary death for mee and vou so that when we receive kiz
frea mift of salvanon, we are bom anew inte his famuly, We ars his cheldren . and
children ara 3 treasurs.

Lat’s lva as waasurad ones. Selah

A Singnlar Heart

A heary singularly focnsed on God
opens irsell to Hiv abundant love
that fovws freely fo others.
Someammes thal heard bleeds with the one loved.
Oehar nmes i rejoices with exuberance.
Amd, saill, there are fmes when i guisely embraces.
W are desigred to have a singular heart for God.__.
the e who embodies love.

“irad it love, and all who Ifve in love Iive in God,
and Grod Ihves i dlea ™
I Fohw 4 Tab

Eon and Jan love residing m the mownnains qf Avery Coungy. Tizif Jam's new blog
i@ paureandconsiderner, Journgying with Jan; and Ken's photos at kenmmeroppho-
fograpicom.

worw brenews_com
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Bridge42 Church

The Goal

B Jasoa Foon
Burks Cournty

Mozt of us will probably nod alons m agreement
2z we read the following guotes abont the state of the
miodem Chuorch:

“The Chuoch bas lost itz hold oo the masses. The
Clngeh doss not hold the voung people passmg out of
itz Sunday schools. The Church has failed in meating
the increase of population.”

“The Chuoch i3 o a state that is not pleasing to God, it is oot answanng ims des-
iy, it is on 3 doanravard path ™

Thera is no place Left for the growth of that faith which realized those freguent
conversions which were the glory of previons gensrations.”

Mozt of us, however, would be surprized to learn that these guotes come fom a
baok called “The Dearth of Conversions™ written by Andrew MMumay owe-handred
taenfy waars ago. Thera have abways besn those who ry to Live witd one foor in
the world and one in the Clorch; maybe it's worse today, maybs nos, [ dea’t know,
But T do koo that vmlass we repounce pur conforrminy to the world, and berin 1o
purzne the wansformimg poaer of the Word and the Spirie that wa are provoesed
Fomans 12:1-2, we will pever see God move
the way He desires to move nns, and make us
inte the pople He has called us to become

Tcan't spaak to the spectfics of the state of
the Charch in 1237, Andrew Muray is batter
eguipped to pupoins the exact deficiencies in

somme the reot problems in our thonshe pro-
cesses today, Cme of the most cratical emors we
have made is in the way thar we have presented
the Grospel (an error wihich Mhoray wamed vz . !
ahout 120 vears aga). We have told people that -
the goal of thair salvation is to get w heaven -
If vou asked one-lnndred Christans if they F
agreed that the final goal of thed szlvaton is =

His day than T am, but I do think I understand 4 A

o get ieto heaven, [would be surprized if less than two or thres abjectad. Wow:

it mught seem sTange 10 suggest that a statemant ke this i moomect; after all,
beaven in our fture hope and our promised “blessed mbartance.™ Maybe 11's not
incormrect b suggast that heaven is our goal, bar, biblically it is incomplese:

Those whom ke foreknew he zlso predesnped to be confonmed to the imaze of
his Son — Pomans 8:20.

He chose us in hirn before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and hilamseless bafore him — Ephesisme 1:4.

Az Christians, heaven is our fature horee, it has coma o earth in the person of
Jesns, and residing within each believer in the persom of the Hely Spont, bat i is
not the ultmate goal of God's plan. The ulomste zoal is to make ws mght with Him;
to make us nghteous. When we have Chuoches filled with people who are hoping
caly in heaven, not in fighiesusaess, we are much less likely to rzke tempratons
awd orher threats o our dzhieonsness sertonsly. “Wall, it doesa't really mamer, I'll
zet to heavan either way.”

However, if wa understand the wlmmare zoal of our salvaton a5 being mads
rizhteons, our perspective begins to change. “Why would I want to do aoything w
miove myzelf away from nry zoal of nghtesnsness bafors God™ “Why wouldn't T
do everything I can to confonm ooy 1ife to the ulmmate zeal of nghtecuzness before
CrpdT” Pecovering the nderstanding of rghteonsness a5 the ulmmare poal of our
salvation is key to raversing the “downward parth™ that sy of vs may be on

Jaron Koon iz Pastor of Brideed? Church i Marganton, NC.

Bear Creek Baptist Church

It's A Really, Really Big Problem!
By Bruce Caonon
Mirchell County

It's a problem of ziganfic proportons. It affects every
family in the UTnited States in somie fonn or fachion It
dacreazas job productivity, leads to employes sheentes-
ism, and mcreases the likelibood of accidents oa tha job
It canses familias 1o stugsls remibly. I leads o o0 many
daaths. It fills jail cells and covrt caleadars, Whas is [T7
Substance Abnse and Addiction.

Check out these statstics provided by The Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administraton (SAMHSA), an operating division within the T.5, De-
pamuenr of Haalth and Hunan Services:

* 215 mullion American adales (aged 12 apd older) bartled a subsrance uss
disorder in 20704,

* Approznnstely 5 percent of the Amencan adolescent populaton suffered from
2 subsmance wse dizordar: this equates to 1.3 million tzens or 1 in evary 12,

* Abpout one ot of every sin American young adales (baowesn the agas of 13
and 25) batle a substance use disorder

As zad as it is we must undarstand that Westemn Momh Carcling, along with the
rest of the state and vatow, kas 2 dmg sbuseladdiction epidendc. Dimgs, especizl-
Iy opiates, are readily available and can be easily obtaiped Once doogs are mis-
used and'or abused. addiction ocovgs. And the heartoreaking cvele of theft, deceit
crminal charzes, and stays o jails begms. Fanulies go throush agony watching 2
zon or danzhier, sibling, or parental fgure waste away due to s problem

Dimgz addicrion is no respecter of persons. It affects the nch and poor, clurchked
and wncknrchked, edocated and non-aducatad, and voumger and alder

Wy burden is fo reach youth and children with muth before dmg wse begms. Dy
plan is to be vary plam spoken. to pull no ponches, sed o sound the alarm of what
drugs da. It iz te call evervone to the table in Wastern Morth Carolina to deal with
this problam, develop effectve means of prevention and meammenr, and o imple-
ment those plans.

Help is found and
comes when we liva
oo longer e dendal
that thers is a problem,
understand that we
cannot bandle this by
ourselves, furn to God
for His blessmg and
provizion AWD sccept
respansthility for our
sitnation. Father than i -
pretending thare is oo dmg problzm or that o 1= someone elie’s problem te deal
with why not take responsibility for the solufen, seek the Lord’s blessings and
b= ready 1o join other like-mindad citizans whe want to see change, We canno
lonzer bury our beads in the proverbizl sand.

February is the month for love. Iwould nmch rather bave wnnen on the bless-
ings of loving and bemg Joved but this is the topic the Lord laid on miv heart.

And, what better way to show love to the masses around western MO than fo come
tozethar for the sake of the home, the addicted and society in general

Pray with ma. Zeek God's face for the answer and when He reveals the soln-
tion join other like-ruindsd balisvers o deal with this probiam.

Fav Bruce Cannon currently rerves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Baprist
Chumeh in Bokersville. Formerly he served as Director af Mizsions for tha Bladen
Baprizt Azzociafion and has served on the aneral Board gf the Bapaist State Con-
vention gf North Cavaling.

Miller

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

AQ Erie
g Insurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

warw brenews.com
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How to Avoid Dissension in Marriage

By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

Drissension in mamiage is very disturbing and disquieting to
a marriage. It is God's plan that there be hammyony and close-
ness in human relatonships, especially in the home. The word
"diszension” can mean "3 disagrepment among those expected
fo cooperate or 4 conflict among two or more people ™

There are some very basic things to consider that we might svoid roubling dis-
sensjon between 3 married coupls.

Love Your Spouse Deeply

Lowve should be kept very mmach alive between you and the one you chose to
Join your life with in marriage. T heard recently of a voung married couple where
the lmshand was upset with his wife and addressed ber with 3 distasteful four-
leter word. Where love is what it ought to be, the womsan does not have to wormy
about that kind of thing happening. If lowe is not what it cught 1o be, conflict can
canse abuse in many forms verbally and even possibly physical. 1 Connthians
13:7 zays of lowve that it, "Besrerh ail things, beitevath ali things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things. " The word "beareth" means "to cover with silence or endure

Tior ofien a person sess their mar-
riage parmer as the cause for all of the
problems without looking in the mitror &t
one's owm salf Fomans 8:13 says, "M
through the Spirit do mortifl the deed g 4
the body." The word "mortify" means “to <5
become dead” or "put to death "

It iz the responsibility of every believer
to not allow the fiesh {or the old Adam
nature]) to have its way. We shonld live
unselfish lives. It is important that we do
what the Apostle Paul recommendsd and,

EPLN[N'E;
ROM ;-1. g

g

lﬂl-\.'h'
)

..l.
=1

“Likawise meckon pe also elves fo b

DT e T e e o 7 MARRIAGE
through Jezus Christ our Lord (Fomans jﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂt ,

§:11). The old man within us is not dead -

when we are bom again, but the new DI.ThI"i‘i!ium p |
nature can overpower the dowmward pull h"' = e T

u‘ v!‘ ‘b‘_;:‘

o
‘b
-l

@
v
o’
Pon T
'?tnfﬂ"
wa-
APPAREL
FOR THE

ENTIRE FAMILY b d

4 v

&

L

&

LWL

¢
cl.'.'
Y
v
@

L L

'L

FREE Gift Wiapping
Gift Certificates Available  * oo

assy Creef o .
CI_D Hi G
12451 Hwy 2265, Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Closed Sunday
-G to Chaurch

h:fﬂfﬁm Com

L

L3

X

<

o

-'ﬂ
"1 Monday - S-‘Etl.ll"dﬂ'j" 8:30. 530 pm

'..

E‘b' ‘b‘d

of the old nature

Ome must look atf his or her own weaknpesses. If dhat is done, one will not be as
gquick to charge the mamiagze parmer as being the one who s all wrongz. Fleshly
motwation canses mielerance and insensitivicy.

It is best to pray for & meek and gquiet spimt. A prowd heart will not want to
admit where it is wrong. It is monbled and retaliates when it seems someone is
azcanlting your self esteem

Live Enowledgeably

I believe that mesms that each mamiage parmer realizes bow weak and full of
infirmiities each one possesses. We should expect weakness in each other and not
live in & dream world that expects either mamiage parmer is perfect. When weak-
ness shows up in your sponse, do not be swrprised sbout it. You are both ooperfect
marrizge parmers and both mnst we willing to face that fact if harmony and peace
are to prevail When we live with a real knowledze of curselves, we will be more

Live Conscionsly

Eeep in mind the Bible says, “rhay two shall be one flazh” (Eph.5:31) As
marTizge panmers, you be no more offendsd with the words or failings of each
oither than yon would be if they were vour own. Physically, if yoor pancreas fails
to finction a5 it should, you can become a disbetic. If one ever loses sight of
the "oneness" of the marmaze relationship there will more dissention than there
should be. You are not thonghtless when it comes to your flesh, peither should you
be when it comes to dealing with your marmriage parmer.

Live Agresahly

Sesk to agree ghont matters, especially when major financial decizions are to
b= made in regard to finances or in regard 1o the children We always have o keep
in mind that & mamiage is two people working together for the common good of
both Aarriage is designed by God to be for 2 lifetime Why be miserable in mar-
riage when you can work together, respecting one another's opinton, and live a life
of complete happiness? Why have to go through an nnnecessary divorce doe to
stubbomness and a lack of cooperation?

Live Cautionsly

Beware of the words vou speak to vour marmage parmer. If they are nothing
but cruel, karsh biter words, they will be in the other person's mmind even if be or
she has forpiven yon The tongue is something which pmst be controlled. When
yvou find yourself with an angry spirit, it is best o hold your tongue. Tames made
spme interesting statements about the tongee. JTames 3:5-6 states: "Even o the
fongue i1 @ liftle manber, and boasteth greal things. Bahold, how great a matter
a little fire kinaleth! And the fongue it a fire. o world of miguity: 5o iz the fongue
amoRg our memnlars, that it defileth the whole body, and serteth on fire the course
qf rature; and i i5 sef on fire gf hell. " Mothing is more damaging and dangerous
than a tongue without a bridle. If a person is silent in an angry atmosphere peace
and calm will come nach sooner.

Live Tenderly

Dipn't respond with anper to snper. It would be best if a person who is desling
with an angry mamiage parmer would say something like this: "We should not
allow this o come betwesn s, Our love for one sanother should pat it to rest. It
st be repented of monediately. God is not pleased with this being between us.
Lat’s pray together and not allow sweet and bitter water to come out of the same
spring.”

If a tendermess of spirit toward God and toward each other would come after
prayer then fronblesome matiters could be easily resolved.

Live Forgivingly

If you have sinned by what you have szid or what you have done in regard to
your sponse, 3tk the other party for their forpivensss. Afterwards, you nesd to go
to the Lord in prayer and ask the Lord to forgive you for the mespass. If you will
confess to one apother and to the Lord, you should sense so nmch shame that it
will discourage the same thing happening again.

If you follow these instructions, they will take care of dissention that cam rob a
marrizge of its happiness and bring alout its destmacmon.
Tom Walker iz President of Foothilis Bapiist Bible College and Pastor gf Zion Hill
Baprizt Church in Marion, NC.
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Frozen
By Marlene Houk
Burke Coumiy

Job 37:10 By the breath of God froct iz givem: and the
Dmeadth gf the waters is siraifened (confined).

Sum shimmmering on the water graces amy day with its
stunning bematy, bat I recently discovered that the sheen on
oa the iced-over patches that decorated this tiny lake in :
western Morth Carolina, and the
opaque ice muted the glow of the
sun's brilliance. An egret stood
&5 & lone sennne] on a luge slab
of ice while mallards and ducks
phonzed mto melted icy waters.
The sun the water and the ice all
reveslad the glory of JTob 37:10.
Grod’s wery breath brings us the
beanty of 3 sunny winiry day that
is filled with Hiz zoodness. The
dncks were forazing for food
beneath the surface with their feet
and nmddy patches on the walk-
way. But all were being blessad
by the breath of God
¢l Lake Tomahawk in Marion WC
)| sits serenely mside the mountain
| towm and offers a respite from
daily life. Its blue waters catch the
sun's rays and toss them into the
cTisp Spring-like air, causing a ke
to our steps and bope for a new
sezson. The little lake reminded
me of God’s Son-Fesns-bringing
the sumshine of His love and
the ice of our winters and tossing
the glory of those troubles into
eternity as the following verse
affinms.

2 Cormthiagns 4:17 For our light
gifiiction, which is buf for a mo-
ment, worketh for us a far more
excasding and @tarnal waight gf
Elory;

When we experience the icy
frozen waters of fear, sormow amnd
depression as they insidiouwshy
cover our bives, rememher this.
The Son still shines His plory on
the worst parts of our lives and
brings, not the blinding rays of a
summer day, bt the muted zlow
of 2 Corinthians 4:17. His Word
will not retarm void. As we bask
in its glow, the ice disappears and
the waters become filled mﬂlfmd for our souls. And He redeems our trials, suf-
fusing them with His glory and tossing them into efemity!

Spring Quarter Upcoming
By Toun Wialker
McDaweil Courty

The new spring quarter begins at Foothills Bapust Bible
College on March 13th. Mew students can pre-register for the
classes by calling 823-738-0992 or 828-242-T015 for more
information. The school facilities are located at 1036 Zion
Hill Foad in Manion, RHC.

Foothills on campus classes are on Tuesdsy evenings from §30 untl 9:10 BRI
It is difficult for many people to attend dsy classes. To overcome that problem, we
are having evening sessions.

The courses for college credit which will be faught in the Spring quarter will
e
The Christnan Life. Prayer, Book of Tob IIL Pastoral Adminismraton IT

An op-campus stadent can take one course of four in one guarter.

Dir. Tom Walker, pastor of Zion Hill Bapéist Church, is president and founder of
the Bible College. He savs, " I is & joy 0 see our students apply themsalves and
Eain a deeper knowledge of the maths of God's Word. When one smdies he or she
is pbeving the Word of God that says, "Shudy fo show thyself approved unio God, a
workman that needeth not fo be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word qf Truch” "

The school has a commespondence division for thoss who are not able to attend
campus classes. At the present fme forty-four courses are available throngh cor-
respondence.

The school is 3 Fundsmenta] Baptist instiution. FEBC has a dedicated facualty
that works toward acadermmic excellence. It is evangelistic with an emphasis on
muissions and practcal Christian service. Classroom instmaction is based on the
Eing James Version of the Bible.

Their website can be found at www FootillsEBC org.

Tomm Walker iz Prazident of Foothlls Baprist Bible College and Pastor af Zien Hill
Rapiist Charch i Marion, NC.

Sudoku

Mariene Houk is a repular confrilutor to Bive Ridee Christian News. Her passion
i fo dehve decply inte the fruths gf Biblg women and fo discuss those in Bible

Srudier called Backstage Paz: fo Bible Women. She and her hushand dizcover joy,
nurture, and challenge i their church. Her contact is marienehoukiabellsouth. nat
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One Head One Bed
Cheryl M. Shuffler
Burke County

Teacher starts nonprofit to give kids beds

Hemitape Widdle School eacher Tim Bameshack has foomdad |
A nonprofit orgarization to @hve homeless students beds He said
becoming sware of the Frowing mmnbers of bomeless voung ’
people proopied him to take acton.

Bamshack said “After learning sbout seversl smdents that
are homelesstransient or sharing beds with adults and younger studenits, T solicited
donations for a set of bunk beds, matiresses and Enens. While this made life easier for

Eequests for beds samed coming to me at
an alsrmine rage ™

When Barmehack leamed tiat one of
his =om’s fivends is ome of these famities,
domnz nothing was no lonzer an option.
He said “Hoar can we expect kids to
dream shout the fimme when they don't
even have their owm bed™

Bamshack founded One Head-One
Bed a5 a non-profit crganization dedicat-
ed to providing portable beds to homeless
sisdents in public schools. He s=id, “To
matter where they stay, sindents shonbd

Heritape Middle School teacher Thm

Barnshack and several of his shudents ac-
capt a donanion from Faldese Rocary for
One Head - One Bed, @ nonproflt organi-
zation that gives homeless students bads.

always hawe the contfort and seoarity of
sleeping in their oam bed ™ Bamshack
reached out to 3 friend ar Disc-o-Bed  and
A natural parmership was formed

With the help of generous donations
from the Valdese Rotary, Cne Head-Cne
Bed provided beds for eight homeless
sisdents in Burke Cioumiy Public Schools
befiore Christmas.

Mike Swan, direcior of snadent ser-
vices for Burke Comnty Public Schools,
Education of Homeless Children and
Youth Assistamce Act and deliversd the
beds 1o the Burke Commty sdenis helped
by Ome HesdOne Bad. Swan said sh-
mﬂlmnh:mmmgmastﬂz
motel, camperoand or are doubled ap with cthers doe to loss of housing or economic
herdship. The federal hcEinney-Vento sict first passed in 1987 and provides educational
rizhits to smdents my matfer their living siieston. Those righes inclode school enmollment,
transportxtion and seTvices,

More infionmation visit:

bitps: e facebook. com CneHesdOneBad/

hittpe/wrwon discobed oom

hittpe/www nopublicschools. org prosram-monitorms home] gz,
hittpe: (hiepas: e et

Ty comerifnate:

bitips: oy sofimdme. comy'aeesxe-beds-for-homelesssthndents
Contact Tim Bamshack:

OmeHesdOneBad iamsil com

Charyil Shyffier ix the Public Reianon: Officer for the Burke Cowty Pubiic School
Sysram.

s

3, BBS Gverstockhqmdatwn

Heritage Middle School teacher Tim
Barnsback and Burke County Public
Schools Director of Student Services Mike
Swan prepare fo deliver beds to shudents
bafore Chriztmas. Barnsback started One
Head - One Bed, a nonprogfit organizaiion
that gives homeless stidenss bads.
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Annual Student Art Exhibit
Bring A Bit 0' Sunshine

By Eate Groff
Mirchall and Tancey Couniy

As in years past, Toe Biver Arts opens its first exhib-
its of the vear with Smdent Showcases. In Sprace Pine,
the exhibit begins on Febmary 10th; and on the 17th in
Bumnsville. Smdents in both Mirchell and Yancey coun-
ties display their talent and brighten this dreary tme of
the year with color and crestivity. Stodent art is all sbout splashes of color and
infrigning ways of capiuring perceptions in armistic forms, and the showes promise
to delight the sences

Epenly aware of the grest role art plays in forminge awaremess and skills in
our youth, TRAC views arts education 25 one of the foundations of its mission
Inwolverment in the ars resulfs in gains mmath reading cognitve ability, critical
thinking, and verbal skills. Experiencing the arts first hand improves motivation,
concentration, confidence, and promotes a teamwork mentality. Metely open-
ing youmg eyes to new ways of seeing creates the base to forge social bonds and
commmunity. And once a vear, the aris council celebrates the child, from kinder-
garten through hizh school, from public to prvate to homeschooled with a festive
recopnition of bargeoning talent.

Every inch of the zalleriss will be covered with the culminstion of youwthfil
imagination And each year, mixed media artist True Eelly festoons a comer of
the Spruce Pine Gallery and the windows in the Bumsville Callery with photo-
eraphs from smdents past having fon with art. Miany kave grown to stady are,
many have chosen a different path, but all have experienced what it means to ket
individuality loose with canwas, clay, or colored pencils.

And we recognize and celebrate the hard working, dedicated art teachers. In
Bitchell | harizzs Westall, and Leslie Dickerson at the elementary level Olivia
Ellis for middie schoolers, and Melisa Cadell at the high school. Yancey County
has Marriz Hoskins for grades K-35, Eeli Miller at the middle schools, and Christy
Edwards at hMountain Heritage High And we can't forget the teachers in the pri-
vate and home school setmings. These individuals spend the enfire year develpping
curriculum-hased projects and teaching ants to ower 4. () students. These exhibits
confinns to demonsirate their dedication to their sindents and their support of s
in edncation.

Ome of Toe River Ants new
community funded arts programs
is Carousel, which feaches the
aris educators 3 new art fonm
in kands-on workshops. Educa-
tion Coordinator, Cassie Floan,
said, “When we started Carounsel
we hoped to be able to teach the
teachers, and send them back
the classrooms armed with the
materials and know how o zive
their kids 3 new art experience.
We scheduled 3 workshop, invited
the arts teachers and they came.
We hope to se= some of that new
work on displsy in Febmaary.™

The Ams Showcase at the
Spruce Pine Gallery, located
at 269 Oak Ave_, will mn from.
February 10-March 17. Yancey's
Showrcase begins Febmary 17
znd confinnes throngh barch 24
at the Burnegville Gallery, 102 W
Wizin 5t Gallery hours are 1030
am o 500 pm, Toesday—Satur-
dav. For meore information sboat
the exhibitions, please call §28-
T65-0520 or 828-682-7215.

Whether or not you're a parent, grandparent, neizhbor or friend, these o ex-
hikits are worth the drive into town. Kids leamn when they are told they can. And
what is on the walls and stop the pedestals shows how mmach they've been paying
Ertention.

TRAC is a non-profit orzanization foumded in 1875 to promote the arts in
Mitchell and Yancey Connties and fimded in part by 3 Grassroots Art Grant,
throush the Morth Carolina Ans Council, 3 division of the Deparmment of Matral
and Cultural Besources, a styte azency, both Mitchsl]l and Yancey Coanty Schoals,
and the Yancey County Commmmnity Fund. For more information aboat the Ares
Council's educational arts programs, visit the website, wanw toeriveraris.org or
call B2E-6E2-T215.

Mitchell

Eate Graffis the Program: Coordingtor for the The River 4drer Council.

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News'" on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Christy’s Corner

A Flashback to the Past
By Christy Lowmsn
Burke Coumty

For this month we are going o ke a look at a popular
amimal that Grod crestsd. To do so we must travel back through
mme. 5o, sirap on vour time fraveler belmet your aviator
zozzles, and srab your backpack Doo't forget to pack some

Juice boxes froit snacks, and beef jerky for our trip mnczze yow

get lnmgzry. Are vou ready” Okay, close your eves, and let’s start the coumtdoam.
We will be thers in approximately 10 speed bumps. Count with me, | speadinump,
2 speedbumps. 3 three speedinumps, 4 speadumps, 5 speedbuonps, § speedbumps,
7 spesdbumps, 8 speedbumps. ? speedbumps, 10 speedbunips.

Phew! We are finally here! Wow, do you notice a difference in the climate and
suroumdings? We have amived in the United States, the coumiry we currently live
in, bt what is different? It's summer dme! It's hot, homid, and sticky. I'm sweat-
g, are you? Everywhers I look I zee trees and plants. The sweet fragrance from
the tropical flowers makes my heant smile. It's like a pngle out here with all the
amimal soumds. T yon hear them?

Corme on and tip-tee. There are a lot of dangerons animals aronnd. We mnst be
very quist so we don't become something's hanch!

Wow we are looking for one of my favorite dinossurs. She is the size of 3 dump
frack, a plant eater, and has a helmet on her bead. Do vou know which one I'm
falking about” Trceratops! Tricerstops’ name means “three homed™ face. For a
land animal she has one of the largest heads, reaching a total of 10 feet. On fop of
het bead, her helmet, is a solid bone called a “fnll,” which can grow up to 7 feet
wide. Om the edge of this helmet, there are rows of small bony homs. Fight above
the eyes, there are two protecting 3-foot-long homs. This helmet extends all the
wav to triceratops’ mowth, where it ends in a parrot beak with 3 small horm on top
of her nose.

Why do you think God made Triceratops with such a fierce helmet? Triceratops
was on the lnnch menn for other dinosaars. This God ziven helmet saved ber from
being 3 meal to the mary meat aaters that lurked behind the freps. She alse nsed
her 2 large horns that were attached to her belmet, to bring down trees and bushes
for her t0 eat. Her sharp beak broke small saplings snd plant stalks for her 1o
onmch on. The make Triceratops may have also fonght other males during mating
season using his homs against his oval, like moose and other bomed animasls do
foday.

Yiom see Trceratops’ helmet kept her alive in many ways. Without it she would
have ot Eurﬁvedaslmgasshedld Her helmet is much like our own God-given
belmet, the helmet of salvanon. | ;

Grpd has equipped us with a
massive, mighty helmet to save
ns from our number one SHenTy,
the devil You see. he Ii.’r;enuput
temrible, nnholy, thoughts in our
heads. We have to |iis:|:1j5-.=.llilm|11
and ask God to take them away.
It is very important to only have
godly thonghis. The more we read our Bible and talk to God the easier it is
keep our minds on rack and to think good thoughts. We also need o make sure
that what we watch on TV, the sonzs we listen to, and the video games we play
are pleasing to God. We don't want to fill our heads full of nunzodly wash!

Putting on the helmet of salvation, means that we are not only protecting our
mumd bt that we are hiving in the bope, and farth in Jesws Christ That we are
saved becmse we believe that Tesus died for our simvs and will one day come back
to earth to pick us up! Is that cool or what?

Oh! Look! There she is! Is she not the most beautiful dinosaur you've ever
seen” Check ot that monster of a helmet! And look ar that cute short pointy tail. ..
Cth, we better get back, I hear your mother calling you for hmeh! Strap on your
helmet, and goesles, and don't forget vour backpack! Close your eves and start
the count down!

MAdost kind, beaventy Father I pray that yon will be with each child bere. Show
them how important it is to goard their mind. Help them rest assured in the bope:
of salvation And most importanty help them recognize the devil’s schemes
when he puts bad thonzghts in ther head teach them to dismiss those quickly and
fo draw nearer to You, so You can strengthen their positive Christlike thowghts
Show each one of them how to use their mighty helmet of salvanon. In Jesus®
name I pray AMEN.

But lat uz, who are gf the day, be sober, pulring on the breasipiate of faitk and
lova, and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. 1Thessalonians 5:8

Bibliography

Butt, Eyle and Lyons, Enc. Dinosaurs Unleashed: The Toee Story abont Dino-
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Winter 2018
By Lans Ellis
Emgsport, Tennessea

In case vou haven't noticed it"s winter! Yeah right!
We've had record cold temperanares, often accompanied
with brutal cut to the bone wind chills. Due to snowr and
ice, not only i the moumtains bat in the fatlands, hazand-
ous doving conditions kave plagued many. An icy road in
Charlotte was too big a challenge for even a professional

race car dover! Schools have been cancelled and iline -

bhave kept many confined &t home. Cabin fever, clondy days and winter blahs
make the days go by slower, but then it's February and things begin looking up!
Following is a portion of an article I wrote a few years ago. Maybe it will help
you endure the last month of Winter 2018 with 3 positive stitnde.

The month of Febroary is & link, a foothridge, between winter and spring It's
a short month and with that comes hope - the winter woes will soon be gone and
the joy of spring is oo the next page of the calendar. The Aower of Febmary, the
violet/pansy, gives encoUTAZETERL, blnmnmgmmwt&ulhue;mmunﬁle
ground Amethyst is the binthstone for T ] ]
the month and amethyst mesns spirinzal
wisdom. The word “February™ comes
from the Latin word “febrmum™ which
means punification. Of course in the
middle of the month is a day set aside
for the expreszion of love. BEven before
researching the aforementioned informa-
tion [ had a fesling that the little menth
of Febrary was put on the calendar for
areason. It contains bope, joy, encour-
agement, spirital wisdom, purty and
lowe. For those of us who prefer winter
to be short lived it could easily become
our favorite month of the year!

Of course all of us who knowr God and His promises are aware that He alone
can produce i our bearts and minds the atribates that can be seen in the month
of Febmary. His Son, Fesns Christ, is our link o God. He is our footbridge from
the “winter woes” of life fo the promise of etemal neamess of spring. It's through
Him that we kave 3 hope that is far more than just wishfol thinking. A4 hope that
produaces joy unspeaksble in our hearts. The presence of His indwelling Holy
Spirit encourages us when nothing else can. Hizs Word, the Holy Scriptures,
imstills im ms spirimal wisdom and His forgiveness prodaces purity. His love... ok,
His love - the love of God is greater than all I can ever know or think, TwishI
had the understanding and the vocabulary fo express the deep meaning of God's
lowe but I'm not the only one who realizes the difficulty. To quote Frederick B
Lehman “The love of (God is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell.™

Dharing this last month of winter think on these things: hope, joy, encourage-
nvent, spiritesl wisdom, purity, lowve and pewmess of Life. If the winter blahs
become hard to deal with take a look at your February calendar Ti's only a page
away from the month of Spring!

Lana Elliz resides tn Kingzpoert TNV, next door to grandchildren. Church iz West
Colomial Hills Baprist Church.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

dlentine

SPECIALS

Christy Loveran it g Cheiztian author and iilusirator that Ives i the fochalls of
the Blwe Ridge Mountains with her kusband and rwo children. She enfoys wrinng
ard illuztratmg books for ail ages. Some gf her shore staries are published with
nadeposts and HCT. Chriziy gives all the glory fo Grod in everything she does. 4
portion af every book sold from the Small Bible Character Series will be domated
fo bartle human trgfficking. Ifvou enjoy her books, Tike' her aurhor page on
Facebook and let her know! Tow can buy her book:s at htips- v amazon. coma,’
nof=dp_byline_zr_book_] 7ie=UTF§&feld-author=Cheizgy+ Lowman deseare i-ali
ar=hooks &text=Christy+Lowmandsort=relovancerank

You can reach her at hiips. v facebook comauthorChrisiyl owman/’ ar chris-
Dissoapsidyahos. con.

DINNER Choose Two:
fDRe Sirlion, Shrimp
$3 0. 00 or Chicken
Valentine Special good Choice of 2 sides,
February 9th - 14th appetizer and dessert
Saturday Moming Breakfast Buffet
from 8:00 to 10:30am
M-Tues: 11:002m-8:00pm
Wed: 11:00am-2-00pm
394 East Main st.  Thws: 11:00am:00pm
Burnsville, NC Fri: 11:00am-8:00pm

828-678-3388 S+ &00anam

www. bremews . com
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children belong in LAy
-

Recently the number of children living in foster care in North Carolina has spiked to 13,000.
Maore than 2,500 children are eligible tor adoption.

At Crossnore Schoal & Children's Home, we believe that children belong in families. You
zan help us provide a home for these children by becaming a foster or adoptive parent.

For more information about foster care or adoption, please visit:

www.crossnore.org/foster-care-adoptions

I‘“ &
CROSSNORET‘
school & children’s home

Avery Campus: PO Box 247 | 100 DAR Dnve | Crossnore, NC 2856160247 | (828) 7334305
Winston-Salem Campus: 1001 Reynolda Road | Winston-Salem, NC 27104 | (336) 721-7400
info@crossnore.org | www.crossnors.org
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PruittHealth Home Health
, would like to thank you and
:;" your family for the opportuni-

[
i =
i Pru |tt ty to serve you! We strive to
provide the best quality

services for your home
health needs.

Avery County:

(828) 733-1550 Our services include:

» skilled nursing

 physical, occupational
and speech therapies

» medical social work

* home health aides

Mitchell County:
(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:
(828) 682-7825

We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding
counties.

Pruitthealth.com
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CIEW.
Rewvitalhize.

Discover a Better
Quality of Life.

Become part of a group that thrives in a
university setting and appreciates the healing
atmosphere of a mountain community.

Since our community is located adjacent
to Mars Hill University, you can enjoy easy
access to lectures, sporting events, and a host
of cultural activities.

My ??‘Jf
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Assisted Living at its Best!
PRIVATE BATH & KITCHENETTE

PHONE/CABLE INCLUDED

PHYSICIAN SCHEDULING WITH
TRANSPORTATON

NO ENTRANCE FEES

(Call today to schedule a visit!
828.689.7970

www.MarsHillRetire.com * 170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754
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