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He Is Risen!

“In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn teward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary fo see
the sepulchre. And, beheld, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled
back the stone from the doer, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of
him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know
that ve seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you inte Galilee; there shall ye see him:
o, I have told you. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run te bring his disciples word.
And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and wor-
shipped him. IThen said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go inte Galilee, and there shall they see me.

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appeinted them. And when they saw him, they
worshipped him: but some doubted. And Jesus came and spake unte them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Ge ye therefore, and teach all natiens, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghest:

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen. ” Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20 KTV

David Pope, MD ,r',..
AccepTING NEW PATIENTS  (828) 766-3555 * ( MISSION

Serving athistes of all kinds, outdoor enthusiasts — 1o
and weekend warriors in Mitchell County {.J RTHOPEDICS

April 2018 - Blue Fidge Christian Mews page 1



CARING FOR YOU
THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE

SERVICES

Routine and High Risk Obstetrics Minimally Invasive Surgery

Prenatal Care Bladder Issues

Annual Physicals & Family Planning Health Maintenance

Gynecology, Menopause, PMS Infertility & Natural Hormone Therapy

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Mission Women's Care - Burnsville | (828) 766-3001
800 Medical Campus Drive | Burnsville, NC 28714

Mission Women's Care - McDowell | (828) 659-3621
1633 Sugar Hill Road | Marion, NC 28752

Mission Women's Care - Spruce Pine | (828) 766-3001
Mauzy-Phillips Center
189 Hospital Drive | Spruce Pine, NC 28777

PROVIDERS 4~
Margaret Sullivan, MD, Nisha Patel, MD, [ MISSION
Ellen Hearty, MD, Alison Christopher, CNM

WOMEN'S CARE
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"o Beautifiul upon the mountains ane the feet of him that bningeth

good tidings, that publisketh feace: that bringeth good tidings of good,

that fublisheth salvation: that saith wnts Gion. Thy God neigueth!”
Isaiah 52:7 KJV

. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES Harizon () FARM SUPPLIES HOUSING RESTAURANTS
Jonathan's Used Apgliances (1)  Morgantsm Seventh day Adventit (5)  Grifith's Gemeral Seore (27) Clayton (20) Abeles Resturant (23)
Pime Branch Baptist (5) Bastam Chef (12)
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers Pleasant Grove Charch of FURNITURE INSURANCE Babba's Geod Eats (15)
Buchanan Yeamg (37) Brethren (4 Buck Saove (44) Adrows & fodres (15) DTS ()
John Greane Cheysler (7) Plusiree Fresbyterian (4) L&8 Fumitare (39) Fortmer Insurasce (30) Western Sizzln (9)
Roan M. Missiomary (5) Peoples Famniture (18) Miller Insurance Group (41)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires Spruce Pine United Methodist () Southwest Trading (15) Mitchell Co. Farm Bureau (36)  AETAL
Spruce Pine Tire (21) St. Lucian Cathalic (5) Nation Wide / Tremt (23] BE's Overstock (1)
The Bridge (4) HAIR SALON Grazsy Creek Clothing (14)
AUTOMOBILES - Service West Bunsville Baptist (5) Pumers Salon (%) NURSERY
Joha's Amtemotive (35) Lakeview Garden (44) RETIREMENT
CHIROPRACTIC HABITAT Mars Hill Retirement (42)
BUILDING SUPPLY Crur Chiropractic (40) YanceyMitchell Habitat (24) PHARMACY
Sumsit Budkding Sapply (10 The Prscipion Pad ) TARES
CPA HEALTH CARE Jackson Hewitt (36)
CHURCHES Jamie Hiller (11) Bakerrville Commnity Cinic (26)  PLUMBING/HEATING
Mitaass Bapéit (4) Caralina. Home Care {7) Barlesan Plumbing Heating (%) THIFT STORE
Baherrvile United Methedist (5)  DENTIST Mission Health {1, 2) Hospice and Palliative Care of the
Banner Elk United Methodst (4)  Scott Marphy (31) Pruit Health Care (47) POLITICAL Biwe Ridge, lnc (1)
Bear Crek Bapeist (1) Joff Harding (1)
Berry Chapel Bapist (4) EVENTS HOSPICE Yern Grindstaff (40) TRANSPORTATION
Burkemoat Baptist {5) Burke Matiosal Day of Prayer (13)  CarePartners Heapice & Paliaive Yancey Transit (34)
Buresville Tth day Adventit {#)  Freedom Lie (30) Care/MeDowell. (24) AEALFORS
Faith Fellowship (4) Mitchell Matioaal Day of Prayer (8) Hespice and Palliative Care of the  Whition Nealty (18) TREE SEAVICE
First Advent Cheistian (1) Spruca Pine Main St (4) Blue Ridge, Inc (26) Ray's Tree Semvice (43)
First Baptist Spruce Pine (5) Valdese Tourism (35) Hespice of Rutherboréton (13)  RERABILITATIOK/NURSING
Grasy Coek Baptist (4) Hespic of ancey (25) brian Center (6

Great Hope Tth day Adventi (5)
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Church Directory
Pine Branch The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
Baptist Church of WNC Baptist Church
48 Church Road 207 Pincbridge Avenue 280 Chapel 51
Spruce Pine, NG 28777 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Eﬂnmlﬂ. NC 28777
F'l'll'!l: (828) Ta5-8101 www bridgewnc.om ol II mlhapﬂui.m
wiww.pinabranchbapistnet
SR < Yo . Ty g Pastor - Steve Williams
SORS os Sunday Senvics W?#u Sunday School 8:45 AM
Sunday School « 9:45-10:40am Ny e sndote Drhoson bl
Worship Service » 10:45am e o 2N S00P Ministry - 5:30 PM
ol o i hﬂmhﬂmhﬂmﬂ Barvics 700 PM
Gt in this area in orer 12 560 s Firs
A Blble-bedleving Fellowship of Giod THPSINM DU ComMmUNTy, S, Whare Everybody is Somsbody
Loving God and Loving People nation and worid] {Ses John 17:21) And Jesus Chist is Lord]
Spruce Pine United First Advent Morganton
i ofTirst Advent Jhoraanton Faith Fellowship Church
005 Hwn, 258 South w211 Lonoke Romd Adventist Church S
Spruce Pine. NC 28777 Eu?r.uhn;! 2187 Jamestown Road w;ﬁﬂ
#NaLIMo.org WAL ARG TG rian .ofg Morganton, NC
spumc3ghbelisouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw B828-584-8212 “T'h“m
B2B-TE5-T446 Associate Pastor Javier Rick Mercer L"ﬂﬁﬁmh
gt o ||| Sty o | | - sbbetn Senuiey o e
- - m‘l "
oo o A el Wort: Youth Musl 50PN - Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am meﬂ:ﬁmﬂm
2 aoew| | Vemstarian Buffet after church Wednessay -1
Thia misslan of Bpmucs Fins Unsd A mw&:n Wadnesday *Tha sispa of a good men &
lwmﬁ-ﬂ:dhmh:n Sat Band Proctics 4:30PM Fraiza, Pr;g:mmm = H[hg:l'ulm'ﬂ'ﬁll,_;ﬁw‘
m?mmmm ' -Eumgm mm;gmmch.mg Paaim 37:23
Alta
Church oot S ] Banner Elk Bakersville United
abruce Fine, NG 78 O NC 226 Hwy United Methodist Church| | Methodist Church
B28-TB5-0650 Spruce Pine, NC 456 Collage Dr. 118 8. Mitchell Avenus
R arrery 828-765-4620 Benner Bk, NC Bakersvile, NC 28705
e i [R28) B63-6840 B26-765-9015
Dr. Marcus R. Banfield
Sunday Sehesl - 10:06am mm1ﬁuﬂ:m Reverend Dan Brubaker Pastors -
itttk e Moming “00am Dr. Louis H. Woodard, &
Sunday Evaning - T:00pm Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schosl - 10:00 '
.Eﬂm e oot VWadnasday: wm.g-ﬂn Rev. Gene Lanier
ctors for Ghrist sges 5-11) JAM. (Jesus and Me) 7:00pm w\;#m - 10 am School 11:00 AM
Seekers (young adults) 7:00pm| A& Msefing - Mon. 7
et Prbtios Mid-week worship 7-00pm AA Closed Big wmuﬂm Marming Worship 10:00 AM
a “That Mitohel County LI & L - 2nd Sl 10:00 am AR RN e
Bibsls Balleving Chureh™ may kmow Christ® Englsh Classes - Tues. & Thars. § - 9pm Come g
Plumtree Presbyterian Bear Creek West Burnsville Burkemont
Ll Baptist Church Baptist Church Baptist Church
Plumires, NC 20664 327 Bear Creek Road 222 West Bumsville Church Rd. 4668 Burkemont Rd.
R2-TES-8910 Bakarsvilla, NC 28705 Bumnsville, NC 28714 Marganton, NC 28655
Wmﬂm“ www_ bearcreekbaptist com (A28)-682-3000 828-437-2357
mwm.m Reverend Bruce Cannon Pastor: Terry Long o mphmmw '
“acpaiy s Lo Sunday School 9:45 AM Sunday School: 9:45 a.m www. burkemaontbaptist.org
‘Worship Bardon. 1110 am Lo
Tissaay Thirsdy evenings, Worship Service 10:45 AM Moming Servica: 10:50 a.m.
m%ﬁww::n uhgm 8:00 PM Evening Service: ﬁm}m Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
Jotr 8,18 Yoyt et chons m_‘- wﬁmm:ﬁﬂu Youth mm:ﬂmﬂ 8:30am - Early Worship
e gt ‘ I e e e G
= e gave his only Son..” physical nesds of oar church and &: Dﬂpm Ewnlrug Wnrahip-
’ First Baptist Church of Great Ho
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Seventh-
Catholic Church SIS Adventist Church
685 Summit Sireel Spruce Pine, NC 28777 2907d LIS Hwy 70 E
Spruce m NG 28777 A28 TEE-8411 Morganton, NC
WV
ol B o w28-475-2040
Dr. Rocky Branch Pastor Barry MaHormay
Bunday Mass 3:.00 am
Wednesday Faith Formation EORNOLE Syie R
6500 pm SRKEN BONOR - A% Bible Study-10:00am
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- mﬁﬂ:’ﬁ“m“ Sabbath Worship - 11:30am
4:D0pm Wetnessiey Evarig - 636 prn Vegetarian Buffat after church
Wednesday - Praise, Prayer &
Knowing God, Sasing God, Serving Proclaim - 7:00pm
God, Submitting fo Goal Mi!!!m!mi?!!i!l-m
You can let tourists, vizsitors and even neighbors know where your Call us at 3387656500 to envoll in

church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at

this important outreach effort.
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!
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The Beast We Face
By Timothy W Tion
Burke County

"For we wrestle not against fesh and Mood, bur aepainst
principalities, apaimst poWars, against the ruders af
the darimess af this world, agmnst spiritual wickedness i
high places."-Eph. &12

A the distant separates the milss, the golden rays of
fading sumlight cast their kast hopes upon the sallen clouds
that lie amongst the foot of the mountains. There is nere a day that remaineth the
same. What man can say be hath known the works of the Almizhity when he can
scarcely recall one from another, twixt the hours of ome that passeth vnderstand-
ng.

His charge, one of Eeeper; to watch over those in his domain and protect them
from the darkmess. As the fog of ancient tomes drifts across the drven land he
is called to another such place; 8 memory gone by, faded from view as the vines
envelop the work of one long passed. The nataral world reclaiming her own. He
is there to see what is needed to bring the old place back to the hiving. With him
fravels snother soul, one he cannot see but he can sense its precence. It is a gentla,
kind spirit like himsalf: ot strong in ways he cannat match. They are conmected
as father and som, a bond that goeth deeper than the flesh which coversth mere
bone and sinew. Together, their force is migh to the Master they serve, bt neither
wiould dare compare to their creator, fior each dwelleth only to serve Him more.

As they amive, their first visit is o an ontfnilding bying on the edge of the es-
fate, just inside the front gate Farther up the drive on the hill sits the dark, somber
decaying mansion. Coce this place was an exnberant, alive instimton where all
manner of animals. food, and Life thrived The alding in which they now stood
was once a stable and maintenance shed. Mow, the musty veins of distepair peek
throngh swollen arms of branches and vines that have devoured ifs once formida-
ble shell. As the Eseper walks beneath the sagming owerhead door, the smell from
within canses the hair to stand up along his spins.

Beneath the niyriad of branch and leaf, thers i something of a dire will that
harks. An evil being lies waiting. It has reconpensed its own sonl for a void it can
never fill; a wickedness beyond compare. The gentle spirtt is alanmed, and at once
is put om gnard. Both Eeeper and gentls being begin to back away, but before
they can reach the light of day, the swift soumd of earthly flesh sliding across
the antiquity of concrete splits fear mbo, cleaving sanity fom flight. as the beast
seaks to devour the pood son. A sense of ouming overwhelmed the Keeper as the
serpent sought 8 weskness from which to amack. Irwas s if it had known they
were coming and was welcoming their offering, their sacrifice of body and sonl.
A feeling of pam_ horror, and unfathomable power surzes throngh the Eeeper as
he suffers the feeling of the zenfle spirit being tom asunder: But thers was no sign
of phrveical amtack. The pentle one stood prepared for battle, but thers was only the
feeling of the onslanzhe.

Each being stood waiting, each with beightened senses. Their enemy, nothing
of this world nor prncipality, circles; watching, waiting.

Then without warning, it sirikes the zentle one fom behind ont of nowhers
the beast spoamg, its massive coils instantly engulfing the youngz being. There was
no ime o scream, =0 quick were its Satanic sinews entwined sbout his body.
Incredulously, there was nothing they can do to stop it; nothing of this world.

Lizhmimg pulses through the FKeeper's veins as he is blinded by rage. His beart
falters as he falls to his koees. At once, the prayer of supplication is lifed to the
Master’s realm amd as quickly, there is an answar.

The sound of rushing wind blasts past the Eesper's ears, until he cannot restrain
his bady in place Ax he feels the world around him begin o summerzanit, head
over heel all countenance of space and time passes. His eyes are closed in the
fransition until there is calm. A fepling of warmith sarmoumds him, and slowly e
peers through squinted eyelids to see himself bathed in sunlight upon a freshly
mowa lawm. Looking up, be sees the previously decaying manor, now aglow in
the sefting sun. It's alcoves, and wim are perfecily painted and shiming hike new.
He mums to see all manner of life and activity as servants, workers, and gmests
come and 2o in their daily dals. Below him, be watches as a yvoung man of sken-
der build leads a team of horses info what was before, the overgrown stables. The
man dizappeared. At the same time. from behind it the Keeper bears the sound
of an elder speaking to one of the workers, “Hawe you seen Jackson?"

The Keeper toms to see the well-dressed elder speaking to one of his servants.
The former is dressed in tan pants with 3 matching vest His girth protodes be-
yond hiz belt line as it appears his wealth is mors than just m the land around him.
The black man o whom be speaks is dressed in the wom clothes that belie his
positien. His likewise worn kat, sits comfortably on his nearly bald but zraying
head shading his eyes from the fading light of day.

“Massuh " replies the servant, “Last I seed him be was walkin da horses to da
stables. I'se can git him if you need-ssub™

“Mo Eugene,” the elder replied, “'T just wanted to see if he was about ready for
snpper or not.”

“Yessuh I'se can nm down to da stables and ler him know if yuuz want™

“TWell on second thought Enzene. that mizht be a splendid idea ™

“Yessnh I'se be right back ™

And with thae, the black man ran toward the Keeper, not straying nor altering
his path a5 he headed straight towrard him. The Eesper put his hands up to Hock
the servant’s charge fearing that the collision wonld send them both reeling, bt
before he could blink, the man had passed throngh his person and was gone on
heading down the hill ot quite nnderstanding what had just ranspired. he stood,
numing to watch the black man disappear past the manicured hedzes that lined the
drive between the manor and the farmland beyond.

He blinked and cnce again, be had to refocns his evesight. The datkness of the
ropm Ccaught him off guard. The smell of sweat, leather, and tack filled his posmils.

The doors of the bam opensd, and the whinny of the orses broke the silence.

“Easy ladies.” the young man called. “Why you girls acting so skittish?™

As the Keeper watched the young man work, be opened the stall doors for each
Percherom, placing the gentle miznts each into their own paddocks. The horses
pranced, for something was causing them to sar. The Keeper thought it must be
his own presence that created their disdain. But as the thought passed, so did the
spund of that earthly scrape slong the flpor The darkness had found ifs way into
the realm and he was not alons. The youth was unaware, bt there was little the
Epepar conld do. For soone resson, thers was no way for him to call fo the boy.
His voice was void of his mouth. The demon slid alomg the cormer post and cun-
ningly wrapped itself aroumd the beam as it climbed alaft. The thirty-foot-long
pyion was an enigma. It kad survived the raim wreck when the men who had
claimed it from the junzles lost it in transit to one of the city zoos. They had no
idea that those who had extracted it from the South American junzle never lived
to see it board the train north. Their skeletal remains long ago excreted from the
beast as their souls became one with its darkness. The rescuers who were the first
on the scene of the twisted fraim never found the brakemsm or enFinser. They oo
succnmbed to the besst. The warmth of the surmmer kad buoyed its life force nnl
it now found itself savoring its next mesl below. The yellow slitted eves watched
the boy as be worked, waiting for the oppornmity to feed.

Unaware, the youth continned to try to eass the tension of the horses, but to
o avail. He had backed his way out of cne of the stalls when be felt the strand
of sitaw drop from abowve. Fast s he bmshed it off his shonlder, he looked up
to see what might have cansed the disharbance. Before he could react, the beast
Herses screamed in unison a5 the lad
was knocked to the floor His hands
fought agamst the mazsive sinews that
intertwined his body. The youth fought
to find any form of breath as the avil
began to squeeze each time he exhaled
unfil his ribs began to crack beneath
the strain. His desperate hand foand
the wosden handled of the nearby ax
he had used earlier in the day to break
off 3 piece of rope. In a last futile act,
he swung toward the lethal muscle that
now engulfed his body, swinging blindby, be struck agzin and agam. The blood of
the simister beast began to foeod the stall below, but only incressed the fervor for
which ifs coils tzhtensd sbout the bov. Bones began to cmsh as the heartbeat of
the innocent began to slowly ebb.

The Keeper watched in revulsive fear as he saw all that transpired. helpless to
stop the horror before him. He fell once again to his knees and wept as the sound
of the Inman body was slowhy drawm nto the zaping month of the slithermg
dempn. The 1ast thing he heard was 8 whimpsring voice cry out its 1ast breath
“Dfother.”

In an instant, sommething inside that paddock chanzed. The feeling of a spirt
of evil grew. The damned had devoured the precious som, their only child, the
one that was to become the heir to all that was, and now, nothing remained lest
the beast allowed it. For once the soul of the boy was exchanged from one to the
other, its evil and mtellect were magnified renfold. All of the envy and hate the lad
had contained for the confenpr of his parents forcing him o carry on the work of
the planfation now wansfemred ot the dark being. The bitterness was like sweet
essence to the beast as it supped npon the hatred like honey from the comb.

Ahout that time the door of the bam opensd, and the loyal servant peered into
the darkness.

“Jackson my boy, is you i here™ The black man shaded iz eyes froom the
brizhi Llight from the cutside trying to obizin a focus mioe the dank cell of death
before him. He had seen the boy grow from childbood into 2 young man. He had
comme to know the boy as if he were his own. The horses confinued to Cry as the
smell of blood spewed nrter fear info their nostrils.

The Eupene timidly pushed the dpor aside and stepped in, pulling the cap from
his forehead. The Keeper wanted to call to im but again it was not his tme, nor
conald he speak. The coils of the evil one now silently zlid info the shadows aaait-
ing its next victim.

The old msn wearied of the silence and called again  raising hiz hand to the
fearful horses frying to calm them as he walked farther into the lzir of the dark-
o=zs.

“Jackson, is you here™ He reached the paddock door snd started to num, bt
ihe sheen of red on the foor canght his eye, and his breath was taken sway. At
that mstant, before he could think to nan for the door, the feelmg of cold death,
wrapped around his body from sbove, and like his master before, Eugene began o
fight for his life. Heavy, black cold flesh wrapped about his body, tightending umtil
the &ir escaped his longs. As his life force ebbed, the years of toil and arduous
lzbor for kis Master began to surface, like a black nde. The demon drank it forth,
a5 venom is extracted from the wound, pulling it forther from within the servant’s
spul The long years of utter despair culminating into an anger thar fed the pulsat-
ing muscles that rippled along the beast’s frame a5 he finiched the 1zt breath of
the old man. There was nothing lefi of the faithfo] servant, as he too joined the
combinsd sonls within the evil The Keeper watched in uiter homor as the insa-
tiable appetite of the beast grew. He culled the darkness from each victim befiors
their sonls had passed, retaiming each as an energy upon which it grew. Before he
conld manage to escape the macabre scene, each magnificent borse was eventa-
ally drawn down iofo the ever-growing beast’s coils, umtl they too had become
one with its dark powers.

From that day forward, man, beast, and life of the plantation began to disap-
pear as the evil grew with each soul it recompensed. Dawn after dawn, there were
fewer who breathed the air of the day, while the night was filled with screams of

continuad an page 7
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Morganton Seventh-Day Adventist
Church
A Brighter Future

By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke Coumty

A friemd of curs asked once if we had ever stopped to f
consider the nnigue perspective on the coming kingdom :}
eternal Life that was given to us by the New Testament A
writers? He then added that it was smazing that the writers
were looking forward to eternal life as somethimg that kad
glready begun within them They saw the zood gualities of lowe, joy, and peace as
samples of the good life we will enjoy in the coming kingdom.

In Fomans 5:21, Panl sunumed it up &5 he contrasted the old, faithless life with
the new. He writes, 45 zin reigned in death, even so grace might neign through
righieousness fo enernal Ijfe throwgh Jesus Christ owr Lowd,

Sin reipned before. And that cruelty and hatred and selfishness resulted in
death. Buf now grace mles. It moles throngh righteonsness. throngh those sood
gqualities the 5pint produces. And it leads to etemal life. That's Jesns Christ's
quality of life. It's something we can berin to experience now. It is something
that will take us throwgh the fire and the smoke, all the way to Christ’s sacond
Coming.

Feflect on the fact that twenty cennuies ago the Son of the Living God gave
Himself up for wesk and sindnl human beings. He gave Hiomsai up becanse this
world was hostaze fo the temor of sin. All of the ragedies of this world weighed
on His shoulders and slowly crushed the life oat of Him.

But by that zreat sacrifice Jesus mallified the curse of sin. He broke the chain
reaction of hamed and crueliy and suffering.

Praise (od this iz the Sawior who is coming! He is the one who will appear
glorionshy in the clonds. He is the one who offers ns the brightest of all possible
futares. And this offers us great hope in this challenging world.

It's tirne to cram that future I's dme fo claim it for yourself Dom't let the
threat of terror infimidate you. Dhom’t let acts of katred caase you to resct in kind.
Chwn 2 brighter futire. God bas gone fo zreat lenzths o make it possible. He has
made the greatest sacrifice to put It in your hands,

It's up to you. You can choose that destiny with the beloved Son of God. Yon
can decide rght now that you will be among those who welcome His glomons
refurn. You Can open your heart to ensure that vour amms will be open Later, on
that great day.

Seize the blessed hope. Put your life in the hands of this blessed Savior.

Now He who has prepared us for this very thing i God, who also has grien s
the Spirit as a puarantee. —2 Corinthians 5:5 WETWV

{I

Blue Ridge

Rick Mercer iz the paztor qf the Morganion Seventh-day daventist Church af
2187 Jamestown Road, Morganten. They can be reached af 870-520-3542 ar

f aitds. mad. Check our weww.morganfonsda.org. Thaeir paszion i3 fo share
the love af Jesur with all who will listen

Child Fest 2018
By Enthie Styles
Tr~-County

Spring is in the air and sprimptime is Child Fest mme! Child
Fest 2018, sponsored by the Blue Fidge Parmership for Chil-
dren and Child Care Besources snd Feferral, is onr 18th Child
Fest and promdises w be the best one yet! This year Child Fest
happens on Sanarday, April 2 1st at Michell High School, 10:00 aom, vl 20
pm. Come early and plan to stay a while becanse there will be all kinds of activi-
ties for the kiddos inchndmg 3 Teddy Bear Clinic, make and take crafis, face paint-
ing inflatables and B Mystery's Mysterions Magic Show just to name 3 fear,
Yon will be able to po for a ride on the Big Sammry Train, sponsored by Mineral
City Transport LLC. and Buster the y -
Bus will also be there. We are Inoking 4
forward to hanging out with some very
special guests. . Llama Llama will be
there in his red pajamas and we will
have a lama petting zoo. When asked
what her danghters enjoy the most
shout Child Fast, Sandra Burleson
s=id *T can't pick out just one thing™.
Eight wear old Alivia and four year old
Scarlet “Fast lowve i and want to make
& whole day of it. This year they are
really excited shout Liama Llama and :

While the litfie ones are busy doing Wﬂﬁfﬂﬁmfﬁ!fﬂhﬂ.&umﬂsﬁ
caregivers will have access to information aboat quality child care, early literacy,
health snd motmiton, healthy vision in children and services for young children
#nd their families that are available locally:

As always, Child Fest is FREE and, if vou need a ride, so is rmansportation for
families with children who are azes birth to five years old. Please contact the
transportation office in vour county by April &t to schedule your oip. You can
call the Axery County Transportation office st 828.733.0005, the Mitchell County
Transport office at §28 688 4715 and the Vancey County Transport affice at
BB 682.5144.

If you have aoy questions or would like more infonmaton abowt Child Fest,
please contsct the Blue Ridge Parmership for Children ar 828 682 0717 or
B2E. 7332899

Rurhie Stles is Commumity Development Manager for Blue Ridee Partmership for
Children semang Avery, Mirchell and Fancey Covntles.

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Care Ins.

*» VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Karen McDowell @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
* Call us for Reservation Program

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

wwrw bicnews.com
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Tim's Treasures

homror and fesr.

The Keeper now undersinod what he faced. For this was no earthly being with
which he fought

Agzain the soumd of mshing wind chumed in the air abont him and he had
returned to the sodden space from which he had left. The beast was stll there, 2z
was the genile beinz. both neither had diminished nor had their battle contimed,
for it was as if they had been frozen in time. Mo matter the length of his recent
escape, It was as if it were only a blink of an eye that he had refumed. The Eeepsr
calked out to the son and wamed him of what @t was to which they now fought.
From within, both instinctvely called upon the only one with whom they knew
could save them in this darkest hours. Meanwhile, the coils of the beast continned
o artempt to suffocate the life from the gentls one.

Dropping to his knees. the Kesper began to seek God in ultimate prayer, how-
g his hands npon the earth.

The darkness heard him and harched for the chance to devour them hoth at
once. sending its tail apound the Kesper, pulling him into the maze of death

A the serpent surged, the sudden force of enerzy from beneath its coils
shocked the beast, stunning his advance. Pausing, it couldn’t understand what had
happened, so the beast pulled at the Eeeper again, this time forcing all the guile
within to his surface, throwing fhe massive coils e one colossal force which no
fermrestrial being conld withstand.

Crce more, the power from above stunned the beast nntl its deathly gop less-
emed

Ar this moment, the Eeeper and the pentle one stood, shedding the grip of evil
and taming, they both now faced the beast

Eyes of blood red, with 3 scresming rape, the demon surged once more, mas-
sive jaws agape as the fangs drpped with deadly venom, ar the two beings of
faith.

The homific screams squealed into the air, reaching a pitch that caused amy liv-
ing thing to cower in fear. The beast retracted as its fesh bagan to sizzle and bom
away from the power that now fowed through the pair; Eeeper and son.

The demon, feeling its skin begin to fall away, revealing bleeding sinews and
bone, lnrched sgaim, only to find the force agaimst it growing songer

The scresms contoued 1wt the smell of arning flesh overpoaered the dying
sounds of the evil beast

It was hours Later as the sunrise began to break across the pew day, the chamed
remaing of the demon could be foumd before the weary Eesper and his son

Exhsusted. wom and spent. Each dropped to the soil belowr and gave thanks to
the Lard.

Somewhere m the distance, 3 rooster coowed at the coming day.

Cmce mote, the darkness had been defeated, as the Keeper added another dwell-
ing to his charge.

As we go thoough this life, we face demons of this world that seem unstop-
pable. Alone, we canmot defeat them as stated in Ephesians, “principalities,
against powers, against the milers of the darkness of this world.™ As Paul writes
o Eplesians, be shares with them that we mmst “put oo™ the armor of God. The
Greek word for “put on® is also “endwo,” @s if to clothe or put on 3 ganment. If
wegn'har_kmLukqu-ﬂ' we see azin where he tells his disciples to go back to
Terazalem and wait, “And, behold, T send the promise of my Father upon ywouw: bt
tarry ye in the city nfhmsdan, unfil ye be endued with power from on high ™ In
other words, Tesus was telling his disciples, that first before yon go out into the
world to evangelize ves first nonst receive the Holy Spirit In this story, we are
allowed to visnalize ourselves within the Eeeper. Soone may see this as being one
with the Holy Spirit. If we are one with the Holy Spirit, then we can assume the
“(zentle One" in the story wounld then be the Word. Either way, we are not alone in
our battdes, if we choose to accept Christ into our lives. Without Him, we cannot
defeat the powers of darkness. But the gond news is, we know how the story ends,
we have victory in Fesus. We may not win the battle, but throngh Christ, we have
won the war.

May the Lord's will be dons on earth, a5 it is m hesven.

Hallowed be thy name.

Thanks be to God.

"Whargfore toke unto you the whole armour of Grod, that ye may be abla ro
withstand in the evil day, and having done ail, fo stand. Stand thergfore, having
yeur foins girt about with ruth, and Baving on the breasiplaie of righteouzness;
And your feet shod with the praparation af the gospel of peace; Above all, fakimg
the shield af faith, wherewirh ye shall be able fo quench all the fiery dars of the
wicked. And rake the helme? gf saivartion, and the sword of the Sparit, which is the
word af God: Prayme atways with all praver and supplicarion i the Spirtt, and
watching therauwnto with all persaverance and suppiication for all saints; And for
mg, that niterance may be given unto me, that T may open my month boldly, fo
make kmown the mystery gf the pospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds
rhat therain I may speak boldly, as T ought to speak™ -Eph. 6:13-20

Timodlhy W. Tron is the Executive Director af the Waldensian Trail of Faith. He
Iives in Faldese with iz family. He is the author of "Bruecke ro Heaven, ™ and an
active blogger, arfizst and murician. Timotiy also has g BSEE fhom UF, iz an Easle
Scont . He i now feaching m Wataugza Coungy

continued from page 5

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

CAROLINA HOME CARE

SPECIALIST. INC

Excellance in Personalized Caro

Medicaid Coversd Sefvices Other Services

- In-Home Care for Children & Adulis - Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = insurance
- CAP Choice = W& Homemaker Service
- Pediatric Murse Aids = Companion/Sitter
- Respite

Ouir in-Home Aldes are suparvised by a registaned nurse
wha s avaliable during all hours warked by the alda.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » {‘;{ﬁh] 765- 414“

r 'l (i l|'I||| L |.-|'L

wation of Home

r||.|'|I F i r]l .'I"I

S | § cylinder, Ausomiaiic Transmission, 3 Flece
Hard Top, WMEW Alurminum

NEW 2018 Jeep
Unlimited {4 door) “Golden Eagle™
et one of the HHJKHIHHEIIMW

Eagie” Wangiers MOV & cylinder,
Automatic Transmission. .. DonT miss B

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC
et

1-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337

www brenews. com
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1952: On Apnl 17 a bill mitared by Mr. Conrad Hilton of Hilton Hotels and Senstor
Frank Carlson of Eansas was passed (Public Law 82-324) that the President of the
United States was to st aside an appropriate day each year, other than Sunday, as a
Watinnal Tray of Prayer.

1974: The MNational Prayer Committes hering 35 8 subconunittes on prayer at the
Intemmatonal Congress on World Evangelization beld in Lavsanne Switzerland in
1974, Ot of the Lansanne gatherme came the 115, Lansanne Connmittes, nowr Mis-
siom America, and America’s Mational Prayer Committes. Mrs. Vooete Bright was
appointed fo the Prayer Advisory Groap.

1976: The first members are selected for the Prayer Advisory Grongp: Dr. Dick
Eastrnan, Mr Fraok Insen (World Vision), Millie Dienert, Evelyn Christenson and
Vonette Bright Dir. Harold Lindsell of Christianity Today also met regulardy with
the group at the Christan Embassy in Washinggon DUC,

1979: The National Prayer Committes iz officially fonmed Today there are 18 mem-
bers on the HPC Executive Board. Federsl EIM: 75-1914088, Exemps 501 C3
1981: Businessman Fee Mays (Felisipus Herdtage of America), Diavid Bryant and
the NPT zroup mest to cast the first vision for the Manons] Day of Prayer. Contacts
were made with the Public Lizison office of the White Honse to begin planning
effores.

1933: The first MNational Day of Prayer chsenance, crganized by the WPC, takes
place af Constifntion Hall in Washmeion TnC. with festured speakers Vice President
Georpe Bush and Dr Lioyd Ogilvie.

1986: Vomette Bright and the Mational Prayer Committes contact Senstor Strom
Thormond (B for goidance on writing a bill thet would designate a day for the
Wational Dray of Prayer

1987: Senator Thummond writes the bill then miroduces it to the Senate Todicial
Committes. It became bill 51378, which wonld amend poblic law 82-324

Inm tofal, 13 Senators and 90 Congressmen signed giving their endorsements,

The following individuals spomsorsd the bill:

Congressman Tomy Hall {D-Crhio), Congressiman Carlos Moorhesd (B-Califormia)
Senator Howard Heflin (D-Alabama)) Senator Strom Thormand (F-Sowth Carelina),
Senator Bill Armstrong (B-Colorado), Congressman Frank Wolf (B-Virginia)
Congressman Bob Garcia (D-INew Yook)

1988: Fabiki Haberman and Fabbi Tanenbavm express their support of the bill.
1988: Moaday, May 5 — the Jodiciary Connmities in the Senate and the Committes
on the Post Office and Civil Service in the Honse each release the bill for vote
1988: Wednesday, May 7— 4:00 p.m. final confirmation is given that the bill passes
unanimpshy in the Senate (3 few days later i the Honse).

1988: Tharsday, hMay E — Ponald Feapran signs info law Public Laor 100-307 the
desirnation of te first Thursdsy in May as the snoes) ohesemance for the Mational
Dy of Prayer

Those present af the signing:

President Fonald Beazan Vonette Bright, Pat Boone (then Co-Chair of te NPC)
Su=an Sorensen (Mational Coordinator), Tony Hall (D-Ohio)), Frank Wolf (B-Virgin-
iz}, Dr. Fichard Halverson (Senate Chaplain), Willism Ford {(House Chaplaim)
Senator Howard Heflin (), Babbi Joshua Haberman Father JTofin O Coanor

D Jermy C. Wims (Matioral Advisor), Gladys Hammgron (Year of the Bikle)

1891 Shirley Divbson accepts the role as Chaimmanm of the WDP Tack Force.

19838: Bill Clinton signs mbo law - Pob. L. 105-225, August 12, 1908, 112 Stat
1258: The President chall issue each vear 3 proclamation desiprsting the first Thurs-
dary in May a5 4 Mational Day of Prayer on which the people of the United States
may tam to (od in prayer and meditation af churches, m groups, and as individuals.
2016: Millicms will observe the 65th Armiversary of the Matdonal Diay of Prayer
Shirley Diobzon's 25th vear as Chaimman

201 6: Shirley Diobson passes the baton, and Anre Grabam Lot accepts the role as
Chairman of the WDP Task Force

2017: Dr. Fomnie Floyd is appointed 25 the President of the WDP Task Force phas-
ing out the position of Chairman

NATIONAL D. 41 OF PRH ER

Theme: "Pray For America — Unity™
Thursday, May 3rd, 2018
Local Event: Riverside Park, Spruce Pine
(1f inclement weather, meet at Tn-Counfy Chnstian School sbove the park)
12:00 noon and 6:30 p.m.
EVERYONE INVITED
Days of Repentance (leading up to the Day of Prayer)
all at Riverside Park, 12:00 noon, Thursday, April 26,
Friday, Aprl 27, Saturday, April 28, Monday, April 30,
Tuesday, May 1, Wednesday, May 2
On Sunday, Apnl 29th, every church is asked to set aside
a special time of Repenfance and Frayer.

Kalros Prison Ministry International

By Jody Griffin
Avery ard Mitchell Counities

"Twas in prizon and ye came wnite me.” Matthew
2536

Eairos Prison Ministry International provides care
and inspiration to the incarcerated (throngh Fairns
Inside), their loved ones (thronzh Kaires Outsids), and
to incarcerated youth (Eaires Torch). “Fairos brings
the light, love and fiendship of Jesus Christ into the
lives of prisoners.” (AMCI Eairgs is schaduled fior Bay
15-18, 2018")

Dhoing a three and a half day “remeat™ (Eairps Inside) men are introduced to
the loving Spirit of fzith through fellowship, teacking singing and sharimg with
A team of volunteers from the ‘outside’. These volunteers are provided excellent
equipping thronzh the Kairos Team Training and enter the instotion with a focus
on the “Fairos Way™ which is charactenized by the phrase “Listen, Listen. Love,
mﬂ-

Mamy Kairos participants report that the volunteers who give of their time to
come through the gates each day of the “Tetreat™ offer them the very thing they
need the most whils serving their sentence: the rezssurance that someone ‘ot
there” cares! God's Love is tampibly experienced 2= brief lezsons are shared and
small groups of mien share around “family tables™ to express what they have
leamed. Interspersed throughout the refreat are examples of the broader comnmni-
nity of faith thinking and
praying for the pamicipants.
By the time the remreat ends,
there can be no doubt in
amyone’s mind thar they are
lowed.

As it s ont, my
infroduction to AWCT came
when I agread to serve 35 8
member of 4 FKaires Tesm a
few vears ago. The Eairos
volontesrs who serve here
II'E'I."EI.’}"'H‘E“ rained and

mrns out, the Kairos Team at ANMCT is cumently seeking out men who are willing
to experience the life changing love of God amongst the participants this year!

In sddition to the initial eniry through a refresat, a short time later there is what
is known as an “Tnstructional Bemion™ whers the Kaitos Team reviews and re-
inforces what the participants have learned and challenges them to contmee in it
Then the voluntesrs come back one evening a month for a reunion that provides
contnued connection to the Eairps methods and inspiration to pursne personal

The tue strength of the Eaires experience is the heartfelt compaszion of people
who zive of their own time, ensrzy and money to bring 3 messzrs of hope o
those who are “cut off” from every day society.

I once received a beautifiul response from someone who had been a victim of
another’s criminal actvity. In their response, they thanked me for carmg for the
incarcerated. But then they went on to 53y that they bealieve that by encouraging
care for those who had been convicied and sentenced Iwas somehow dishonoring
the pain that they and other victims had been through (my paraphrase, entirely).
The commumicamon we shared opened the door that allowed me to pray for them
in her pain brought oo by the actions of another, Her honesty about ber struggle
to apprecizte the efforts made to reach offenders, belped open my eyes to the real-
ity that the consequences of our decizions often affect far more than ourselves.

So you see, Eairos iz about mch more than “Fiurm Ba Yah' and ‘Erspy Treats’.
It is instead = tme for God's care to be felt and hearts to be tonched and changed.
And I don't just mean the bearts of the immate participants! [ mean every person
who shares in the experience, who comes alongside the inmates, the onfside team
of voluntesars, and all who pray, give, or serve m ANY way to belp make it hap-
p=n!

Winald you like fo be involved im “God’s Special Time" (Faires)? Go o wamw,
kairosamcine org and check it out! Yoo cam access testimondes, Wolunteer applica-
tions and much more! Or, feel free fo contact me directly at joseph. griffinj@ncdps.
Bov

Jody Griffin is pastor off Central Baptizt Church m Spruce Pine and Commeity
Fhngled Chaplin af dverp-Mirchell Correctional Insfitution.

X XX
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Life Lessons

By Dioug Harrall

Rawtowrns Geawly Salox

= Ben « Children

He saith umio kime the third time, Simen, [Son] gf Jo-
mas, fovest thon me? Pater was grigved becawse he said
urifo ki the third ffime, Lovest thow me? And he said
urifa Fam, Lord, thou Enowest all things; thon rowest
that I love thee. Jesus saith unio him, Feed my sheep. —
Tohn 21:17 {(ETV)

A I pass through the years I realize more and more
bhow moportant this verse should be i oor Ives. host
of the time the pressures of this world tend to keep us
forused on frying to make a living, feed the family: . -
takingz care of those things that in the grand schemes of things end to fade away. A - Hair
Dion't get me wrong, the Bible clearly commands ns to feed and care for our fam- -
ily and not to depend on others to do that forus. In today’s society the entittement
menfality has gone way too far, and this is ot scripoural at all. In Paul’s writings i
he tells us if they won't work, let them o himery! Maybe we need to really look - - Highlighting
at this concept more today. E e _F 13 =
HNow don't misunderstand .
me, we should definitely take
care of those that are not able
io take care of themsalves
and do it freely, but we
weaken folks when we faed
the wanting rather than the
needing!

What Jesus was saying =" 1
here is t0 conCentrate on =20 |
feeding the sheep spinmally | N
and emotionally. How dowe | i
do this best? Ihave foumd s E ,
that the best way to do this s [S S e S
io live a life as close to wiat F .
Tesus lived as we humanly - .
can but we can never be perfect but we can soive. God wants us to be a shining
light on the hill that people can depend on, be willng to be 3 seTvice fo others in
their daily lives. Are you willmg to sit down with somesne and pray with them
on the spot? Some folks pass
ot fracks and other things
and that is okay, but stll
the best witness we can ba
is with our personal smile,
NI Consistent, UnSWeTVIDE
dedicaticon to the daily Life
God wionld have us o be.
Dwon’t be afraid to let oth-
ers see Jemas in youw, we all
want fo bear the words, “well
done thy mood and faithful
servant”! Make sure yon are
paving the way each day for that moment bacause that moment will come to all of
15 af some point o fme, be ready and be prepared!

P L R

I"
s

TR

Doup Harmell iz a ijfe-long resident gf Mitchell Cowndy, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a membor of Bear Creek Baptist Chunch and Publisher gf the Biua
Fidge Christian Naws,

.@J‘e ©) Breakfast - Lunch S REIETTIE - HETORIHUS FOR BEME A CRRAT TALIR .

. SHG A | - xnownvoRE-TLAMRTINY%0 Look Iy vuE JTRORS -
~ Hat Dogs = - LRGEYDART PO A BALD AND BRELITIONS PLATER -

' ' South Hwy 226

828.765.9151 | ,, SrrwcePnere

=i B A New Video
BEAR CREEK BAPTIST Series Answering
t I_I [J[{CI_] ; All Hn;m'!n'.t'nc'r.-:
FFelcomes Yo fo R Want Answered

Thursday's at F:00prmm
Hope & Help from

L :  Friday Mornings st :00AM m'esnnﬁumfnin ‘com
Addrcrmon T hrough Chrisr 4 on Fasrbook Lhe e g.co

v brenews com Apml 2018 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 9



VOTE

Jeff Harding

County Commissioner

Business & People - Not Politics

A Strong Voice for All of Mitchell County
Elderly * Education * Entrepreneurship

One-stop voting starts April 19th

at the New Spruce Pine Town

Hall and the Historic Bakersville

Courthouse.
Vote May 8th, 2018

AT
VOTE

Ad Paid for by the commitres to slect
Jeif Harding county conmmissioner.
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Christian Action League of NC

One in Six Binge Drink Every Week,
But Do Lawmakers Care?
By Rev. Mark Creech

According to a new report published in the Amerni-
can Joumal of Preventative Medicine researchers
from the Centers for Disease Conirol conducted a
siady to determine how much booze Americans ame
tossing back. It morms ouf that the smoumt is astonish-
ing.

A starement released on the study Friday, March
1&th, said “CDC scienfists analvzed dats on self-reported binge drinking dunmg
the past 30 days from CDC's 2015 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
Total annnal binge drinks wers caloulated by multplying the estmated total
mumber of hinge drivking episode: among binge drinkers by the average largest
omber of drinks consumed per episode, and was assessed by age, sex, educstion,
race’ethmicity, household income, and state ™

The results? Dirum roll, plesse.

The smdy determined that Americans swizged down 17 billion drinks in 2015,
which smazingly eguals a fofal of 470 binge drinks per binge drinker.

“CDC researchers found that 1 m §, or 37 million, adults binge drink about
once 3 week, connuming an average of seven drnnks per binge. Binge drinking
is defined as consuming five or more donks for men, or four or more drinks for
women in about two hours, ™ zaid the press releass.

Crther findmgs sheaned that while the prevalence of binge drinking is more
common ameong sges 18-34 a5 might be expected more than half of binge drink-
ing is done by adulis over the age of 35, Men binge drink the most, approsimataly
30 percent. While people of lower incomes (noder 525,000 aommaally’y consume
substantially more
drinks each year than
those with higher
incomes and edwca-
riomal lewels.

D Fobert Brewer,
coguthor of the smdy
and the lead research- [FEser
er for the CDIC s }
slcohol program, said,
“This study shoms
that binge drinkers
are consuming a hnge
onmber of drinks per
year, sreatly incress-
ing their chances of
harming themselves and others.™

Binge drinking iz a national scourge that produces a host of social problems
such as hazardous driving, precarions sexnal activity, and viokence. If's at the
botiom of serions health issnes like cancer, heart dizease and liver faihme. Every
ear, it acoounts for more than half of the 85,000 alcohol-related deaths in this
coumiry, and no less than three-guarters of the 5249 billics in economic costs con-
nected to drinking.

Fesearchers say in this recent study that among some of the most important
ways o reduce binge drinking is limiting the suonber of alcohel outlets, limiting
days and hors of sale, and imposing sHff penaltes on outlets that illegally serve
underage or imfooticated patrons.

Hovnomonm . . the findings in this study are really interesting!

Who m Nerth Careling has been atpuing the problems with alcohol abuse in
glcohol is not an ordinary commaodity, and  therefore we can't afford 1o meat it as
we do other commodities? Whers have I heard limiting alcohol outlets is 8 neces-
sary mesns for reducing the hamms associated with our nationsl dronkermess?
Whers have [ heard lmiting the days and hoars of alrohol sales are critical for
holding back the flood of alcohol-related social ills?

O, pow T remvermiber. [ said i, over and over again for years — that right-wing
preacher — that loblryist for the
Christian Action League — that
fool who peeds to realize fmes

17 billion

total binge drinks  D¥VE changed — that neo-
N by US adults annually  probibitionist determined o
3 = . [ take away everyone's freedom
Total L] 1 I T r?' J to drink. Baseless accusations
Binge [’ -470tultingscivks  1orcia ot me, ditactions from
birge drn :
Drin b arguments shout responsible
: among alcohol policies that wers

=4 = mnquestonably suided by faith,
- A:Ei | g% but mostly based in sound
ults bythoseaged 354+ crjenrific research.

([ — ) et these arguments which
I have made to lawmakers,

conchosions not enly reached

el gl b the CDC in its most recent

stndy bt also found in mower-
ons other reputable studies. more often than not, seemed hardly more than a tiny
blip on their radar. In the last 20 vears, lavmakers i the Morth Caroling (General
Assembly, both Democrat, and Republican, contimeously rolled-back the state’s
glcohol control mezsures, providing one legislative gift after another to resta-

continued on paee 13
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Billy Graham Evangelistic.

Mo Excuse
By Billy Graham

From a message preached Aug. 21, 1963, durng
the three-and-a-half-week Crusade at the Los Anpeles
Colisenm.

Many people are asking today, “What is wrong with
our world™ Our newspapers are fillad with murder,
rape hate lust bombmes, race against race. war. Can
we not solve our problens? Is there an answer?

Look inside of you—sense the emptiness, the frus-
fration and the fension of our fmes. We have every-
thing to make a society and 3 culiure happy, to have security, to have peace. Bt
we don’t have security, we don't have peace, we don't have happiness. We think
that if people are educated, if they have a good job, if they kave financial security,
then they are going to be happy. We think this is the end of all of our dreams and
hopes, and ntopia will come, but we've been disillosioned.

We're bapinming to find that the words of Jesus were comrect when He said,
“Man shall not Ive by bread alome.  In other words, if wou spend all of your time
on your body or even on your mimd, that's not encough. We need a relaticomship
with God.

Fesns said, “Wheat will it profit a sman {fhe sains the wiels world and loses
his own soul? ™ (Wark 8:36). Mamy of you have gained the world—everything
you ever dreamed. But vou found it is not enough. You thought, if only I could
mary Jimmy, I'd be happy. You found Fimeay wasa't all yon thousht he was. Yon
thought, When I get moy Ph.D). degree, I'm going to find everything I want. Buat
you got your PR, and you found that wasn't the answer. Something is missing.
When God created man, be was perfect in the Garden of Eden. There was no war,
thers was no hate, no hast; thers was no sin. There was no suffermg, no hospitals,
no jails, no police force. A wonderfl world. And this is the kind of world that
God meant it to be

And God gave to man a priceless gift. He gave him the freedom of moral
choice. But ragsdy struck: Sin came in. Where did sin come from? Mobody
knorars how it ever enteted the heart of Lucifer, son of the moming. Let's just
accept the fact that we have a morzl diseasa that pulls us down. We've sinned
agzinst God. We are a planet in rebellion. And God is a boly God.

We could have chosen to serve God if we had wanted o, but we chose to dis-
obey God. And all of us are involved. We are all simners. “Al have simmed and il
short of the glory of God™ (FBomans 3:23). "I sin my mother concensad me, ™ said
David im Psahm 51:-5.

And when God Epoks af vour beart, He says it's full of evil nagmaton (see
Prowerbs 6:18). The Bible says your heart is wicked. Jeremiah said, “The hearr i
decaiifld above all things, and desperately wicked: who can now 17 ™ (JTeremiah
174

;gt:laIkEdMammahmrgjﬁnghjstetnChﬁsr,mdm&tmﬁgmdm
to it, after I had sawswered shout 3 dozen of his questions, I said to him, “Youar
proflem is not that you camnot believe. Your proflem is that if yvou do believa, it's
going to changze your way of living. That's the thing you're really Gghting, isn't
17" He bowed his head and ssid, “That’s it Yon kit it right on the head ™

That's it. For the truth abowut God is knowa to people by instanct. God has pat
thiz knowledze in their hearts, the Bible says. “Since the creation qf the world Hiz
invisible aitributes are clearly sean, being undersiood Iy the things that are made,
@ His erernal power and Godhead, so that they ang withowt @xcuse ™ (Foomans
1220,

ﬂeﬁymhmmcmmmmufmm%‘mm
vou know moy problems. ™ Mo excusze, the Bible says. Yes, they knowr abont Him
all right, bt they won't admit it or worship Him in tuth, or even thank Him for
His daily care. They began to think up silly idess of what God was like and what
He wanted them to do. The result was that thedir foolish minds berame dark and
confused

Has there ever been an hour of more education and more confosion in the world
than this wery bouor? All of our education and all of our brilliant scientists have mot
solved our problems. They've ceated maore confusion, claiming themsslves to be
wise without God. They became fools instead, Scoptuoe says. Isa't that a com-
mentary oo our day? So, God let them go ahead into every sorn of sex sin

The first chapter of Romans says He let them do whatever they wanted, “ro
dishonor thar bodier among themseives ™ (Fomans 1:24). In other words, they
rejected the idea of God, they began to live like invmoral pigs, and the Bible says
that God gave them up. nstead of believing what they knew was the trth aboat
Cod, they deliberately chose to believe lies, so they prayed to the things God kad
made.

“Has there ever been an hour of more education and more confusion n the
wiorld than this very hoo? All of our edwcation and all of our brilliant scientists
hawve not sohred our problems. They've created more confiusion, claiming them-
selves to be wise without God ™ —Billy Graham

We believe the lie today that we can save ourselves. We believe the hie that
somehow the United Mations can save us. We think that somehow, we can smmble
throush without God.

You've left God out of your life, and it hasn't worked. The Bible sayvs: “God
Eave them up fo vile patsions " (Fomans 1-26), so that even their women tumed
agzinst (God's namral plan for them and indulzed in sex sin with each other.
“Likewize, alzo the men, leming the natural use af the woman, huomed in their
st for one another, men with men commiting what o shamgful, and recetving In
themsahes the penally gf their error which was due” (Fuomans 1:37).

Isn't that happening today? As 3 result of leaving God out, God said "7 ghw
you up. oo ahead and sink o the moral pigpan. This is what you have chosen. ™
The Bible goes on to say that when they gave God up and would not acknowledsze
Him, “God gave thew over o a debased mind, 1o do thoze things whick ane not

Jfirting” (Romans
1:28).

We've sinned
against Godd,
and we're never
Eoing to solve
the problems of
the world il
we know what's
wrong with us.
Unil something
radical makes
place in your
heart to give you
B CUre, you're
Eoing to die
You're going to die in your sins. The Bible says our heatis are blind and deceitfol
{zee Ephesians 4:18 and Jeremiah 1707

We have the Gospel preached more in America than in any country, I gueess, in
the history of the world. We hear it, we see it. We're exposed to it. And we reject
it.

What's going 1o be the result? Fevelaton 20 says: “Then Jsaw a grear whine
throne and Him wiho sat on if, fhom whozse face the earth and the heaven fled
ey And there was found no place for them. And I zaw the dead, small and
Ereat, standing befbre rod, and books were opened. And another book was
apened, which is the Book gf Life. And the dead were judsed according fo their
works, By the things which were written i the bogks. The sea gave up rthe dead
wiho weare in £, and Death and Hades deltvered up the dead who ware in tham.
And they were fudeed, each one acconding to hiz works. Then Dearh and Hades
ware cast ite the lake of fire. Thiz is the second death. And axyone not fornd
written in the Book of Life was caz? indo the lake of fire” (Fevelztion 20:11-15).

Yes, there is a day of judpment coming when every man and womsan and boy
and girl will have to stand before a dghtesus God to give ao accoumt for one
thing—what did vou do with Jesus Christ? The Bible savs the wages of sin is
death (see Fomans §:23). And ladies and gentlemen, I balisve the Bible that
death is coming npon every person in the world who is withont God.

But (Fod loves us in spite of our sins, in spite of the dreadful wickedness of our
heart. &od says, “T fove you,” and the Bible teaches that God is a God of mercy;
that He's a God of love, He's 3 (od of forgivensss. And God said, “In spite of
your sins, in spite of the sentence of death that hangs over you, I love you ™ And
God sent His Son o the cross. And the Bible teaches that God took all of your
zins #nd all of my sins and laid them on Christ. He became sin for us and His
blood was shed That bloed was symbolic of His broken heart and it was symbol-
ic of His life that was given for you. In other words, Jesns took your death, your
suffering, your hell o the cross. He took yvour judement, and now the Bible says,
“There iz thergfore mow ne condemnarion e there who arg in Cheist™ (Fomans
1)

‘?Ihareisadajrnfmmmmnnmmmdmmdmm
girl will have to stand before 3 dghteows God to give an account for one thing—
whar did you do with Fesns Chriss7™ —Rilly Graham

Mo, I will mot be condemned T will not be sentenced to death. Twill never
seg bell. Why? Because I deserve it? Mo, but because God, m His love and His
mercy, said to me, T foreie you, hecause my Son Ras taken your death and your
sentenca and your kel ™

I want youn to receive Him by an act of faith. I want you to tost Him. T want
you to believe in Him. [ want you to make Him your own. MMake Him your Lord,
your Master. Beceive Him as your own. This is the Good News. ©1963 BGEA
God says you have no excnse. You know in your beart that God exists and thar
yvou've fallen short of His standard. But He lowves vou.

Come to Christ today; don't put it off.

2301 Rutherford
Marion, NC 28752

phone: B28.652 6777
fax: 828.652.6T65

1136 Greanwood Road
Spruce Pine, NC 2BTTT

fax: B28.765.4880
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All that Matters
By Brent Price
Mirchell County

Most momings I jump out of bed as soon as the alanm
sounds. Feet hit the foor, clothes are waiting whete I Laid
them out before I went to bed. I"m downstairs within ten
mimirtes tops. Yi1'd think the house is on fire. But there’s
3 frap walting— one that's set every moming, long before
I zet out of bed.

Sometimes I zef tangled up in it before I make it to the
end of the dovewsy. The day’s schedule swirls through
oy head. Where, when bow long and how nmach? This appoiniment, that com-
mutment. Scheduling and rescheduling. Meanimg and purpoese is already being
meszsured by how bosy the day looks.

For mamy, all the sbowe simply constitntes what it means to hold down a job
and make ends mest. That's life and all there is to it. Show up on time. be whers
youn kave to be and barmy every chance you get Make sure vou're quick enongh,
smart enough or have a back that's strong enough to hang in there. But, really-—Is
that all that martersT

We'va left so much belind n our |
efforts to keep moving shead. Sdll, there :
is a longing and a sense of homesickness
that pushes toward the surface of our
liwes. All which is not guite forgotien
calls to ns through scance moments of
silenca. Thers is so mmch hidden aaay
behind doors that were never meant to
be locked.

When is the last time yon stopped to
watch your breath float npoan the air of
2 cold winter moming? What abont the
lingering space between slesping and waking, betwesn dreaming and balieving?
Can you remember T

The lighting bugs will be out before too long. How many swnmers has it been
since you caught one? From the Parkway there 3 million stars waiting to be
coumbed. Wait on a clear night with a child who believes she can coumt them all.
Sit mi the bed with a bowl] of cereal and two spoons when neither of you can sleep.
Laugh nntl it arts and cry liks yon'll never stop if that’s wlat you need o do.
Mot ton long agpo I visited a woman whom I've known for some time new. Her
memaries of the past are pratty clear. Hoarewer, when she tries to recall what she
ate for lonch things zet a liftte fiuzzy. Har eyes always look a liftle sad even when
she’s smiling. We never visit for long before she shuffles off to complete some
task or another

When we neared the end of our visit she took my hands as [ stood before her
She smiled at me past her sad eyes and almaost in a whisper she asked, “Would
o put your amns around me™ I did and we beld oo until we both remembered.
And that’s a1l that matters.

Raverend Brant Price is a chaplaim at Hosgpmice & Palliaiive Care of the Blue
Ridge.

ranis, lodging, and alcohol indnsoy infetests at the expense of healthfinl living and
3 wholesomes society.

Every excuse in the world has been concocted to make these changes more pal-
atable — despite the overwhelming evidence our alcobol problems are worse than
the fronbles associated with all of the illicit drugs combined — despite the fact thar
alcohol issues are monsmounshy larger than all our problems with gans.

The predicament is nof umigue to the Tar Heel state, It's this way across the
couniry. Many hawe been soundimg the alarm in their respective states and it's
largely fallen on deaf ears. Moreover, on the federal level, as a part of the Presi-
dent’s tax reform bill, the U5, Congress gave 8 bupe tax bresk to craft breaers,
wineries and distilleries — something a vast smount of research shows exacerbates
the problems of alcohol abuse.

Bt the efforts to reduce the insbriation of our cultare punst continne — fior the
sake of the alcoholic who feels helpless in the zrip of a hakidt he cannot control —
for the sake of those who choose to tofally abstain, because they see what alcchol
abmse has done to the people they love — for the sake of the social drnker who
nevertheless understands something ought to be done o reduce the wagedies that
accompany alcohol sbuse — for the sake of eamest people of faith who under-
stand that they are their brother's keeper — for the sake of people everywhere who
semumnely want everyone to experience the best life ppssible — for the sake of
those more interested in knowimg and doing God's will than they are defending
the indefensible

This is not 3 diamibe agzimst drnkimg. although T personally embrace sbso-
nence. Instead, it's 3 call — a plea for policymakers to take an bomest and objectve
look at the evidence. This nation has a3 serious donking problem that's growing
and laws that encorage temperance and resiraint are desperately needed.

Share this:

Reverand Dre Mark Creech is Executive Divector af the NC Chriztian Actian
League. You may contact kim atf nevmarkoreechisichrisianachionleague ofg ar
I FET-0600

By Jayce (Joy) Baldwin Harwood

Jesus, Savior gf the world whe came for one and all,
In rue obedience fo God'y veice, humbled o Hiv call.
Our Father had fe turn Hiz back, One thing He could
nof do,
To look npon His Only Son as He died for me and
FOR.

One day soon He'll come again, Jesns Christ Gad’s
lovely Somn
Appearing n His robe aff white, the victary has been
WO
The Lamb qf God will reign on ligh, & crimson robe
Hea'll wear.

A erovn of glory on His head, with radiance in Hiv
i

Ascendimg with a victory showf over death, hell and
the grave.
The saines with Him will then be dressed in robes af
white array.
Onr Jesus in Hiv crimson robe, God's precions dar-
ling Son,
With lovely countenance so divine, the crimsen robe
Ras won!

Jay b5 a resident af Madizon Coundy, where sha mow Ihvas with her hushand,
Danny Joe Baldwin, Ske i curmently a membar of MY Zion Baptist church in
Marshall, NC. As a previows membar, she calls Forks aof hy Miszionary Baptizt
Church in Weaveniile, “home mway from home ™. She i currently singing with the
Gospel Group "Jonah & Foice™ ont of Mars Hili, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-
™ will zoon be haared By ma

The hospice you choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:
o local staf

fwo hospice inpatient units

palli.;ﬂ'u: cate in-dlf Sertings

griet counseling for any adult

Rids Patley

Hosp 1Ce,

Foothills

Carol ma
Serving Polk, Henderson, Rutherford iid McDawel iﬁli: and
e and Spartanburg in SC
NI (Sed) 437-9100 5C (300) 2

Cherokee. Greerm
(R .._I']':I-III'I"_'I

www brenews.com

Apnl H1E - Blue Fidge Chnistian News page 13



rohel/ gancey | §
ance abuse task forceal

i‘il;:.".:“J :
| J SUMMER
G '.J [ k - el A .r'.-_'.:.‘.«?.'c'.r';_'.!: l.:gfl.':-"-:'f-!:

It's that time of year when the Mitchell Yancey Substance Abuse Tazk Force
staris compiling information for our Summer Resouoce Guide — the free publica-
fon we distribute to belp families find freelow cost actvities for their children
during the swmmer months. We want to mchide as many aciivities as possible!
Are you, your arganization, church children's group, team, etc. planwing camps o
events for the summer?

Please go to hitpo it by PATH-summer-guide to submit activities fo be in-
chaded in the guide (submission deadline is April 25th). Please share with others!
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Snow Hill Baptist Church

No Regrets Family Ministry-
“Come See The Place”

By Pastor Dean Honeyoutt
Mitchell County

Miss Miler gave each of nineteen smdemnts in hey
serond-grade class a large plastic epg and mstrected
them to bring something hack in it that represented life.
The next day the kids were excited to show the things
in their eggs. However voung Jeremy hronght an empty
Easter ege. Other children bronght pumerons things that
represenfed fife like butterfly, flower, and a bug. When JTeremy opened his egz the
oiher kids lanzhed His teacher with a bir of disgust m ber voice thinking Teremy
had minunderstood the assisnment asked how does an empty Easter egz represent
life? Jeremy responded in a quite lnumble voice— the tomb was empiy— Jesus is
afive. Three months later Jeremy went to heaven due o & chronic terminal illness.
Those who went to pay respect to the family would fnd nineteen empty Easter
eggs on his casker. (Chicken Soup for the Christian Soul; 2399

Jesus is the living Savior. Jesus is mot just the Christian Savior He is every-
one’s Savior whether they recognize it or not. Jesus said, “T am He that lvedh, and
wirs doad and behold, Tam alive for evermone. ™

As 3 wondsrful bymmn goss “T serve a risen Savior He's in the world today; I
know that He is living whatever men may 52y, I see His kand of mercy, [ hear His
vaice of cheer, And just the tme I need Him He's slways near. He lives He lives
Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me along life’s namow
way. He lives He lives salvation to inipart! Yoo ask me how I know He Lives. He
lives within my bheart ™

The single most important event in all of history is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Compared to all other dates it is the only date apan from creation. the
birth of Jesus, and the death of
Jezus that matter. The spostle Panl
streszed this when be said. “And
if Christ be not raised, your faith
is in vain; you are stll in your
sins.” The resurrection is a pillar
of the Christian farth. Without it
we would have no hope. Praiss ba
1o God we do have bope. Jesus

b
said,” I am the renoreciion and i -
the Iife: he thar believes in me, ' "4 ' 1
though he were dead, yer shall ha R Lo

Wy mom is a great example "
of hope. When she had a tumor 2
remeved from the base of her tonpee the size of an orsnge and after a 12 hoar
surgery laft her with no tongos and staples from ear to ear she was told she would
probably never talk azain. Hope in God is what gave my mom sitength. My mom
would comnmnicate with us by writing oo 3 dry erase board and she wrote I hope
I can talk again. Hope is 2 big word, but with God it is 3 sore word. All things
are possible with God. Despite what medical doctors have said and to their shock
mom can miraculowsly talk.

The resurrection is mot just a religious date. To assume that Easter is justa
religions date is to misrepresent the entire Gospel message. Fesus is not  manyT;
Jesus® death om the cross was @ sacrifice. Jesus said no man takes his Life but He
lays it dowm. Jesus® on the cross was a substiinte for us and his death stoned for
our sin. John the Baptist said, “Behald the lamb qf God which taketh away the sin
gf the world ™ The reswrrection regardless of one’s religious balisfs affscts the
enfire wiorld from the crestion of Adsm o the last baby bom, all of omanity past,
present, and futore. To set aside Easter as a religious holidsy without realizing its
magnitnde is contempt. Mamy people will celebrate Easter weekend without giv-
ing one thought to the msen Savier

The resurrection is everything and without it we would have no bope.

Jesus died, so we might LHive.

Jesus was bound in linen cloths; we are set free.

Jesus was anointed with spices; we are anointed with the Holy Ghost

Jesus was laid in a tooob, but we stand in the grace of God.

Jesus was placed on 2 bed of rock; Fesus is my rock and sure foumdation.

Jezus was laid in a bomowed tomb, nyy salvation is not borrowed. I belong to
Jesus and Fesns belongs to me.

Jesus was laid in a rich man's tomb; we have all the riches of His grace.

Jesus lost his grave clothes; but we will be clothed in robes of white.

The body of Jesus was not fmnd in the tomb; in Christ I will never be lost.

A great stone was rolled over the enirance to the tomb. And a3 great stone of sin
was removed from my heart

The tomb was sealed by man at broken by God; T am broken by sim bat sealed
by the Hoky Ghost.

The tomb was kept by guards who failed; I am kept by God who never loses.

A tonob was found empey, that we mizht be flled.

Jezus appeared alive to more than 500 people at once, Fesns is alive today,
Jezus will be alive tomorrow, and I will see Him one day.

Jesus is alive in noy heart.

We never have to say good-bye.

The zrave is nof final O desth where is your sting? O zrave where is your vic-
tory? We have the victorny through our Lord Jesus Christ

Paztor Dean Honeycuit shephards Snow Hill Baptist Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 828-355-0213, snowhilibaprizt@gmail com . or Visit thair
wabsiie ait www showhilibapiizt com.
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The Rest of The Story
By Farmer Dioug

This is undoubtable one of the fonniest stories Farmer Clint ever wrote. 1
remmember the first time he told me about grabbing his clothes and mmming to kidea
behind the charch in Harrell Hill: T st kave langhed for ten mimtes. Your sides
will be hurting from laughter when you fimish.

Funny Farm

Dear Friends,

Among the many things I learned while living at Harrell
Hill Farms is that the termm “day-off” doesn’t exactly mean
“day-OFF"_ Rather it's 3 day when we slept umtl 5:30 am
v, 4:30 sm and the chorss had mors to do with fanly and
less to do with conumerce.

Totally oblivicus to the “day-off” phenomenon, T had
dreamed that perhaps on Saturday morning I wonld sneak
down to Rock Creek for a bit of tmont fishing. Farmer Doug,
Afiss Barbars and I had a long and arduous week tllng,
weeding, pruning. ferfilizing, harvesting and generally famm-
ng. As vou mizghe expect, I also had dodged many near-
death experiences with various species of killer critters amnd
farm equipment gone haywire. 5o I was ready to wade m the cool over and entice
a larpe rainbow into my net

The day began, liks so many others, with a tall, steaming stack of buckwhest
pancakes lovingly crafted by Farmer Doug. And T nonst advit thet T slathered om
a pound of butter and fopped ‘em off with 2 quart of molasses — perhaps a slight
exagzeration but not by moch. T nmsed that Dioug’s pancakes likely bore a close
resemblance to the manna God showerad on the Istaelites in the desert. . they ars
“top die for!™

As we gathered around the kitchen island pravers were offered for the bounty
of God's provision and thanks given for our families and loved ones. Barbara
would talk abowt ber “list”, a very loooooong and meticulous litamy of things she
needed done; Dioug would bring up the 5,319 things be had for us o do; and I
would remble in anticipstion of how I might bresk something or accidentally kill
oryself @ .

It's not enongh to manage 8 HUGE howsehaold with children and grandrhildren
and zreat prandchildren spilling out every door and window . . and 3 HUGE farm
with more chores to do n a dsy than the entire Mational Guard could accomplish.
My friends, the Harrells also looked sfier their aging parents and neighbors along
that kallowed wact of land called Harrall Hill.

Druring my tenure as “Farmer Clint in-training” I also summised that being a
farmer's wife is more like being head-honcho of the hacienda'! And no one worked
harder than Barbara Harrell at caring for others. For example, she mowed so0 many
others” lawms that she could easily hang 3 Harmell Hill Lawn & Garden shingle
from her lawmmower shed. There was her own vard, and grandmother and daddy
d's yard, and her mama’s vard, and the shonlders mnning alongside Byrd Foad,
and the cemetery, and the church yard and beaven only knows where else. On this
partcular “day-off " Dioung and I made plans to aack Barbara®s “Tist™.

I knew Barbara had an incredibly hectic day abead, picking up grandkids, zo-
ing to Sam’s Clhalb for a railread car filled will grocenes, and checking-np on the
parents. 5o I suggested that she let me mow the charch yard. She was thrilled and
quickly accepted oy offer. Selfishly, I thonzht to myself, “This is a SAFE venture
for me; I know how to mow grass and mn a weed eater” I mean, bow much dan-
ger could there be in mowing a lawn. . .especially a church lawm.

I moumted the John Deere mower and began my trek dowmn Byrd road, mowing
the shoulder as I whistled a happy tune. “Twas a beautiful day to be alive. “I'll
ma.keBm‘bulprmld. I thowght, as my mind had visions of the fish I wonld later

Iﬂﬂmhdtnbeg:mby mimming the long srazs alongside the cemetery fence
which stretches bebind the church If you've never stood at the back of Pleasant

Grove Church of the Brethren perched hizh atop Harrell Hill, you ve missed a
spectacular sight It is unquestionably one of the mpst besutiful vistas on planet
earth  All was well with the world.

As I mesndered, slowly and methodically, along the barbed wire fence row I
recall praying for the litle church and its members. This was a healing place, one
where God had ministered to my heart in special ways. by beart was filled with
the joy of the Lord as I manicured this holy zroumd.

There are times when the solitnde and serenity of our mountaing almest scream
praizes to the Lord. This was such a day.

Weed eating, whistling, sinring praying and praising. I sauntered alons
Hnwnwn, that felt strange . Twonder i, this could be electric fence. I leapt
sidewsys, wesad eater in hand  in reaction to sharp tingling paineg in my neck and
shoulders. My first thought neturally, was that T .again had come in contact with
an elecirified barbed wire fence. “Tust pull
away, and you will be fime. " | imagined.

The harder I tugged the mare I recoiled T
back to the fence. . pain was radiating from my
neck, shoulders, back, head. . now my hands. I
dropped that weed eatet, its failing plastic line
doing 3 prefty nice number on my anklss and
hinged away from the fence lesving nyy tattered
tes shirt behind on the harbed wire.

Asg I puoped wp and dowmn, performing what
might be termed the “weed ester Macarena™ 1
saw millions and millions — okay maybs only
dozens — of victous yellow jackets snawing
away at my tnceps. I slapped with both hands,

seeking to rid my balding head of the
ferocions beasts. . I backed up o the brick
wiall of the church hoping to smash the
ones eating my spine. When suddenly. ..
the nibbles began in my groin area! Stop,
drop and roll.

I wividly remember thinking, “T am m

off here!™ Bur the yellow jackst picnic
contimied and Farmer Clint was the main coursa!

Az T pulled off my shoes and socks — yes there also wers monsters i my mibe
socks — I saccessfully removed my jeans and sprung to oy feet. Get the pichara?..
Farmer Clint, dancing about in only his unmentionables, scresming atf the bees as
if they mnderstood English!

O, this was bad enough.  bat then I saw 3 velicle coming up the driveway.
Mow my shirt was impaled on the fence post, mv shoes were whoe knew where,
and myy pants were in the hack yvard as cousin Betsy and Betty Jo approached.
They were on site to clean the charch for tomormow’s service

I ran around back of the boilding, prabbing clothing as T flew by, hoping the
Harrells had mot wimessed mry nearly-nuds “pellow jacket Mambo ™ You know
the fealing “MNowhere to nm, Mowhere to hide!™

Well, I completed the mowingweed eating project withons further incident. The
only evidence of iy misformne was a peanant of tee shirt permanently attachad
to the fence.

Back at the farmhouse, Doug asked, “Well, Pollard, how did it zo at the
church™ Poker-face intact I replied “T did a wonderfol job up there I think Bar-
bara will be proud of me! g™

And, you know, to this day I haven’t a clue as to whether or not Betsy or Betty
Jo wimessed Farmer Clint in 2 Speedo nnning from man-eating bees? Mot a
pretty piciure, my friends_ . we can only hope not!

Qb and by the way, I leamed another waluable lesson on the farm that day_ ..
vellow jackets REATTY met annoyed if yon bang their front deor (2 hole in the
ground) with a burzing weed eater!

Saill Humbled in the Hills,

Fammer Clint
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Bl Graham Eangeit Asscitio

Biblical World View
By Franklin Graham

In late Janmary, the UTnited States Senate failed
by nine votes to pass legislaton that would have
banmed shortions after the 20th week of pres-
nancy. Since Foe v Wade made shortion legal m
1973, mors than §0 million children have bagn
nnardered m their mothers wommbs.

In Mew Mexico, Oregon, Colorado and Wash-

ington, 4 photosrapher, bakers and a florist have
all been fined and accused of illegally discrimi-

nating agzinst same-sex couples for mot partci-
patng in a gay wedding Businesses have been
shmftered and liveliboods taken sway by govermment anthorites.

The nation’s highest court infamoushy miled in 2015 thar states pmst allow
53Me-5eX MAITEEe.

At the University of Iowa, the school tried to ban a Christian gronp from cam-
pus after they refiused to allow a practicing homosexmal to lead in prayer.

In many Europesn nations. especislly France and the Tnited Eingdeom fun-
dameptalict Islam has gzined 3 strong foothold Despite its bmtal restment of
women and complete disregard for their basic rizghts, opposition to it is designated
as “Islamophobis.™

In Cansda, the mere preaching of the Gospel of the Lord Jesns Christ and God's
authortative Word has the potential to be branded and treated a5 a hate crime by

In each of these scenarios, and most every aspect of personal and pukblic life,

& worldview lies at the heart of the prevailing thonght, sentiment and nltimats
mdzgments. A worldview is the way a person views the world and himself It is the
lens through which sn individual sees issnes and relationships, and 1t becomes the
foundstion and framework for all decision making.

For example just recently, a tragic shootmg ocourred at 2 high school in 2 small
Fenmcky town, killing two students and mjuring 18, Eenfucky Gow. batt Bevin,
a socizl conservative and stoong evangelical with a clesr, Biblically informed
worldview, guickly responded that more gum laws weare not the soliton.

Gov. Bevin instead challenged Americans to “wake up,” recognize that such
shootimgs are 8 “‘oultmral problem,” and to deternune their “root canses.” The
ZOVETROT WEDL 0 f0 58y that “we can’t celebrate death in video games, celebrate
death in TV shows, celebrare death in movies, celebrate death in musical byrics
and remowve any sense of morality and sense of higher authoriny and then ex-
pect that things like this are not Zoing to happen. Cur culiure is coambling from
.“n'm'm n

Courageously, last summer Gov. Bevin proposed a3 bold, Bible-centered ap-
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proach o address a scourge of violence that has gripped Eenmcky’s largest city,
Louisville. Bevin called for Christians to gather in “small groups of 3-10 people
- quietly walking one hlock, in one troubled neishborhood at 7 pom. several davs
& week for one year, praying as they walk ™

oy Bevin belisves in the power of prayer, bar a5 von can imagine his com-
ments were met with disdain from the seculsr media and instiations, who obvi-
ously don’t consider prayer of any particular importance of walus.

An individnal with a Biblical worldview looks at the world and sifts all in-
formation throngh the lens of God's Word. Scripmare informes his thinking snd
behavior, guiding his intellect and moral determinations. The Bible is the bedrock
that undergirds his entire life.

Pirst and foremost, the Biblical worldview says emiphatically there is a God
who has created a1l things in Heaven and earth. Think abouwt it for 2 moment. The
evolutionist is always searching for bow to describe the origin and development
of life in purely guasi-scientific or materialistic ferms. He completely dismizzes
sy notion of a8 Creator God, and thus is forced o come to ridicolous and prepos-
teTos assumptions, unsubstantiated by proof.

An atheist commnnist state rejects aov acknowledzment of (rod, and thns saeks
to assert ftself a5 the sovereign mathority, leading to inevitable muin and misery.
Just a few weeks ago, Fidel Castro’s son, & maclear physicist who studied in Fas-
sia, took his owm Llife. With no God, there is no hope.

The secnlar worldview dismisses God as irrelevant in the affairs of men and
sovernment, and views crifical moral issues as independent of God’s moral
character and principles. Clear definitions of nght and wrong are impossible to
determine, having been replaced by cultural whims and simatonal ethics.

Orer and against every
competmg worldview, the
Eible forcafully daclares,
“Iig not be conformed fo
rhiz world, hut be trans-
Jormad By the reneeal
12:2). In other words,
the only way to see all of
life accurately is through [ &
ithe ransformung lens of
Scripiure.

=ays there is 8 God—COne
who is personal powerful
and caring—who created
the world and everything in it It states unsquivecally that man is created in God’s
image. living in essence as God's co-regent over creation. Mankind—bom and

unbom, Tich and poeor, able and dissbled—has nirinsic worth. Almighiy Godisa
sovereign God, roler over nations, states, empires and govemments. He is to be

worshipped and obeyved through the precepts and principles revealed in His mfal-
lible Word. He not only exists, nt He is sovereizn over all of history according to
His wisdom and purposes, and He is intimately involved in every aspect of lifs.

The Biblical worldview also ssserts the existence and reality of sin and evil.

“ Al have sinmed and fall short of the giory of God ™ (Fomsans 3:23). War, diseaze,
violence, infustice and the mynadu-fpmblemsﬂmhemﬂ:ewmlﬂmﬂm resukt
of man’s rebellion agzinst God. Mo amoumt of higher edncation, no enlishiened
political azenda or social program can cancel or Temove the devastating conse-
guenres of sin. “The heart & decaijful above all things, and desperarely sick™
(Terammizh 17:8)

The Biblical perspective also recognizes the active opposition of a personal
adversary, the devil, who is constantly on the prowl to tempt and destroy. The
devil aggressively opposes God and His people, wreaking havoc in virmally every
arena. A deceiver, a liar and a onorderer, he seizes every opporamnity fo camy out
his dizbolical schemes,

Amny atterpt to create 8 whopisn society, to penmanently solve zlobal problems,
is doomed to fail.

For now.

But one day soon, a5 the Biblical worldview monphantly proclaims, the Lord
Jezus Christ will refumn to earth, meting out etemal judrment to those whoe have
rebelled apamst Him while gathering to Himself the saints, who will mile slong
with Hom m & new Heaven and a new Earth. There will be po more sickness, no
mare death no more disease, no more viokencs, for our enemy will be cast into an
eternsl laks of fire, and sin will be no more (Fevelaton 20-10).

This is the only worldview that seas clearly, fghtly snd rejoices the heart fior
eemity. ©2018 BGEA

Do you have a Biblical worldview? Feceive Christ today.

Reverend Frankiim Graham i Prezident and CEQ af the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association and of Samaritan s Purse, an international Chrisiian religf
organizalion.
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

April Showers Bring May Flowers
(Bay, | am looking Forward to Spring!)
By Fev. Bruce Cannon

Mitcheil County

What 2 glorious time is Spring! Flowers are blooming.
bemuifol memmvtams foum zreen Won't that be a blessed tmel
Perhaps then we can finally see an end to the fin thet has so
plagued people arross the nation.

My wife remings me regularly to remember to look at
God's creation here in Westem Morth Carolins. T hate to adnqit that T get so fooased on.
the fasks at hand dest the beauy aromd me gsts kost in the details. She will direct my
atfention fo 3 rock formation, a babbling stream cascadme over rocks or o & few deer
ETazing in 3 pasture. There &5 so mach aesthetic vahse in beholding what God has oe-
ated instead of forusing on the creations of moy own mind!

Take time to witness the unfoldng of the amazme creativity of our Lond as Spong
comes. Flemember there is 3 {rod behind all of tat who could have aested & black and
white world only. Revelation 4:11 states. *'Thow art wortly, O Lord, fo mecenve glory and
homover and power: fbor thou hast created all fings, and for iy pleaoume they ang od
Wi creertied " He crested all of this for His plessnure. at we pet to ke joy i it also,

While studying for 2 messase to be delivered to students recenty, T learmead that CHM
reporied i Bay 3004 the universe is estimated to ba 156 billion Lizht vears wide If
acoarase, the universe is HUGE! A light vear is the speed Light travels dunng 3 year (5.86
million miles) which npmst be mmitiplied by 156 Hllion years. You do te math

A hermenaatical principle states, “that which is created 1= shoays less significant then
its crearor.” I God can
crease swch a marnificent
umiverse, as He has, surely,

telieved everyiung came
fromo the narbaral order of spontmeons creation due to factors such 25 gravity; not from
our Crod.

Stephen Hawlking met the Lord on March 14, 2012 with no evidence whatspenver
that he ever changed hiz mind abont God. Ifnot. what a sheme and ragedy. . . to stand
before 8 Holy God without having accepted Tesns' sacrifice for our sins. Al be had
b do was to boak v into the hemvens and reatize all of that came from the mind heart
and hands of 3 beving Crestor, ask that Creator for forgivenscs and be woould heve been
eranied it immediasly!

The next tme you are doving around these moumtsins pause to reflect the love and
ereamess of the God we serve. Afier all, “The eqrth &5 the LORDYS, ond the fuines
theregl " (P=alm 24:1) And “The hemens decle the glory of God.  (Pralm 19:21)

Enjoy Spring. Femember there is 3 loving God who created it all and whose heart
is for ns. Femember also the depths of His kove for ns. Thar He would give His only
begodien Son as the perfect sacrifice for our sins AR that the foml i enapiy.

Rev. Bruce Cannon crrrently serves as tha W?Pmﬁrqfﬁm fhwi'ﬁapn‘:.r
Church in Bakersville Formeriy he served az Director of Mizsions for the Bladen
Bapfist Arzociation and kas served on the General Boarnd af the Bapdist State Con-
vandion gf North Caroling.

The Inspiring Word

Empty Tomb

By Pastor Terry Cheek Th D.
McDowell County

Thanks for requrming to read another publication of “The
Elue Fidee Christan Mews” and our article “The Inspinns
Word™.

As you read this Resuwrrection Sumday has probabdy past
smd the mempries linger im your heart of smother Baster.
You kave probably spent time I Church, enjoyed the bymons, programs and cants-
tas. Let's think about the first Easter and talk about the disciples of Christ and thedr
spirimal condition afier the resumection. [ think we can leam 3 lot about oor spiritaal
walk with the Lord and hopefully 21l of ws can become closer to Jesus than we are
DOW.

Beading ower the gospels, including John's, we leam the disciples were down and
ont. Even though they had walked with Jesns and heard Him preach, teach, watched
Him perform miracles snd even raize the dead they struggled with seeing only the
Messiah of their forefathers. A MMessiah who would overthrow the Foman empire
mmnd place Jernsalem as the worlds capital azain.

They saw Jesus die on the cross but then the news came the tomb was empiy!
Jesns then sppeared seyversl times fo the sroup and showing them Hig hands smd
spesr pierced side they a1l came to realize He was alive. Dio vou really realize JTesns
is alive today” He is alive in hegven, bt do you know He can live in your heant?
When the disciples believed with their heart and not their bead they sawr the e Son
of God. Mot just Fesus the miracle working carpenter™s son [ don't mean to sound
disrespectinl. but I fear too often today we fall into that simation.  We see the Lord
&s His disciples saw Him when they walked with Him. We too often develop our
imagze of Jesus and it rakes somedhing very bold to bring ws to reality. That's whera
the disciples were undl they experienced revival while on 3 fishing ip. Peter led
the others on a fishing wip that was embarmrazsing to say the least These professional
fishermen came up smpty. Their heart was drifting from the Lord and the hare of
thedr old life was calling them . It happens to ws too. Then Jesus showed np, set them
straight, blessed thedr efforts throush obediencs and on the shore, Jesus challengpd
Peter to lead the sroup by feeding His sheep.

Here we are. Easter is over, the Fesumection has been celebrated— now we st
decide. Will we refurn to the hore of an old life or will we follow Jesus through
ohedience? He acks today if you love Him? Do yon love Him more then anything ™
Are you willing to feed His sheep?” Thers are many opporiumities to serve the Lord
where you are right now. Be His wimess wherever He places you in life. I never
dreamed the Lord's work m my life would involve being a bi-wocationsl pastor and
working in a maxinyum-securiry prison. [ xm His wimess to staff and mmartes alike
daily. Many tmes, [ have had the opportunity to pray with people and share sopiare
snd even be blessed by those aroumd me. Vs, Faqus does save those in prizon. What
1 festimony many of the staff and inmates hawve as they witness the grace of God
behing the walls. Then tw Lord has opened a door for me to vohmteer 35 2 hospital
Chaplin Visiting with those in the hospital, te ER and the surgery center Along
with medical staff as I experience their efforts and watch their conuminment to save
liwes. I am blessed as I give myself to the Lord as 3 vessel for His semice Loving
the Lord and feeding His sheep takes us to places we may not plan oa going it the
journey is amarng.

So where are you right now? Are you stugzline with your relatonship with
Jesns? Thave been there and offen get dismacted by the hae of the world. Then Jesus
shows np and revival happens. T can im your life as well. Let Easter be the beginning
of a revived relatiomship with Christ, 3 relstionship that thoives on His Love and your
work fesding His sheep. Unfil neext time may (God keep you finmby in His prip!

You can contact Terry by calling 822-460-61 20 or by emailmg theinspivinzwordia
Email com
Terry Cheek is Pazior of Calvary Baprist Church in Marion.
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Toe River Arts

Blacksmiths Blaze At

The Toe River Arts Gallery

By Kate Groff
Mitchell County

O the momimg of Saturday, Bdarch 31, the front door of
the Spruce Pimne Gallery (269 Oak Avenne) will open omnto
a cavernons white room weizghted with massive forged and
infricate kand-wrought metal pieces. For the 12th year in
& row, Toe Biver Ars, in tandem with downtown Spoace
Pime and Penland School of Crafis, moumts 3 month-long
exhibit feanuring regional blacksmiths. This black and white world will zive visi-
tors an experience in conirasts from the deepest inon, brightest bronze, welded
steal, and bamrmered copper works to painted, pannaed, and po fnish ar afl, and is
a prelude to the Fire on the Moumtain Festval on Samrday, April 28, Blacksmiths
hawve been mvited to partcipate, be elizible to wim 52 300 in cash prizes or walk
sway with 3 handmade blacksmith toal by Fache]l Eedinger.

This year's honored master blacksmith comes to the Tee River Valley from
Diplores, Colorado, with a history of teaching at schools up and dewn the east
cuastmdmhibiﬁngiughnnzacmﬁ&ﬂmcumy ¥ow, at her own shop, Maezan
Crowley creates sculpture and custom interior'exterior architectural ironwork for
residential, public and comonercial sites. Duning the exhibit, Crowley will invite
two master Blacksmiths, “representing excellence m BMlacksmithing™ and well
rﬁpmdinﬂzﬂrﬂeld.mmm:m
will be up during the entire month of
Apml and will be a spectacular display
of metal work. 3

A pizza and beer reception on the

talents of these blacksmiths will e

held at the gallery on Friday, April 27,
from 5 to Tpm. This i= an oppormmnity L
1o share a slice, lift a pint, and meet the
blactsmith:r.w’hunﬂ]ncl:up].rlnm T
sireet oo Sanardsy.

Following the reception, Crowley
will give a lecture and shdeshow in
the Dhotite Charen Fioom: on the second
fioor of the Sprce Pine Gallery. The
lecture is free and open o the pab-
lic. The exhibit runs from hfarch 31
through Apnl 28
Some of the digplayed work rise high on a practicality scale from hinges and
soomces fo anditons, and wtensils—both for the dining room and the garage.
Orher pieces rse o a level on a different scale—for reflection and contemplation.
Under the heading of “work in metal,” one finds the most excifing proliferation of
Creative expression. Whatever the styvle, whatever the purpose or hirthplace of the
metal work, Spruce Pine contiones fo be the premier setting for celebrating this
ageless crafi. Toe Fiver Arrs and Fire on the Mountain promotes and honors that
living legacy.

Toe Eiver Ants is A non-profit organization formmed in 1976 to promote the ams
mnd commect with the commmnities in Mitchell and Yancey counties. For more
information abowt TRAC programs and Toe Fiver Atz please visit the websites
toeTiverans.ofg and toeriverarts. com The Spruce Pine Gallery is open Tuesday—
Samrdsy from 10030 to Spm; phone iz 828-T65-0520. The Bumsville Gallery is
locared ar 102 West Main St and can be reached at 828-682-7215.

Euate Groffis the Programs Coordinator for the The River driz Council.
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ty Schools

BCPS Annual Food Drive Yields Nearly
20,000 Founds of Nonperishables

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burle County

Burke Coumty Public Schools held st fifth anmal
Souperintendent’s Souper Bowl Camned-Food Dirive

Jan. 8 throngh Feb. 15, The food drive collacied

12 803 pounds of food this year, nearly doubling Last
year's collection totals. Collection bammels were placed
at all 27 Burke County Public Schools campuses plas
the Ceniral Office, Clive Hill Besowre Center, Anx-
iliary Services/Bus Garage and College Strest offices. Salem and Fay Childers
elementary schools collected the most food, filling 16 barrels each

Four local charities benefit from the fond drive; they are Burke United Chris-
tian Ministries, Hast Burke Christian Mmistrties, Abemnethy Memorial United
Methodist Church in Botherford College and East Burke High School’s own food
paniry.

Tozn Benfield with Alb-
emethy United hMethodist
Church’s fiood panmy in Buth-
erford College said, "Hever
has there boen such a success.
Becanse of this, the families
living in (the Draughn) school
district will be receiving this
food in the near funare to feed
the children This is a preat
blessing to our cormmmumity.™

Carolyn Yoder with East
Burke Christisn Mimstries
szid “Thank you so much for
the 10 barrels of food col-
lected for East Burke Chris-
tian MMinistries. Wow that is
awesome. This will allow ns
0 help families for a while. We helped 125 families so far this month in seven
days with fond and it is with the help of folks like vou that we can do that We
thank you so mwch for your continusd support of EBCM and sharing and caring
for others in need. God bless each of you that donated. We are so grateful ™

The school system’s food drive starts esch vear the week students refurn from
Chriztmas break and mns umtil the week after the Super Bowl. Schools decorats
their collecion bamels and staff, smdents and the commumity are imvitad o £l
them with non-perishable food items.

Burke Coumty Public Schools Superintendeat Dir. Lamy Pumam had the idea to
start the food drive five years ago and since then, the school system has collected
nearty 30,000 poumds of food He said, “The need in Burke County is great, and
seems o be growing. I see it on the faces of the people [ see walking our sireets
and nnfortumately it reaches into the lives of our school children This canned
food drive is one of four campaizns we are proud to sponsor each school year,
the other thres being our United Way campaizn, Belay for Life and the Burke
Eduncation Foundation Grolf Toumament I contimie to be amazed at how giving
our conmnnity is and how each campaipn srows each vear We cam teach science,
math and technelozy all day lomg, but if we don’t also teach shout ziving back,
stdents will miss out oo lessons on how to be well-rounded cifizens n onr com-

mm_‘l T

Iy Larry Putnam, superintendent qf Burke
Connty Public Schools, and Dr David Buriezon,
director gf Burke United Chrizfian Minisiries,
stand in the BUCM warehouse with fbod the
school system donated,

If vou need assistance:

= At Abernethy Unifed Methodist Church, bring identification or a bill showing
you live in the DyexelWaldese/Heritage Diranghn district. Free food, over-the-
coumter medicine and feminine hygiens produocts are available from 8 am. to
noon on Samrday, March 3 as well as the last Ssurday of each month March -
Oxctober. The church is at 960 MMalcolm Blvd. in Futherford College.

= At East Burke Chrstian Mimistries, contact Carelyn Yoder, director, chbyoderal
Fmail comm ar 828-397-T074.

= At Burke United Christian Mimdstries, visit 305 W Union Street, Morzanton,
ww bucm net or call 828-433-B073.

Freedom pames Luke Little a5 football coach

Freedom Hizgh School Prmcipal Felicia Smmmons
annoumces Luke Little is slated o be the Patriots
new head football coach. Little has 17 years of
teaching and coaching experience and has been a
high school head football coach since 2007. He
comes to Freedom after six seasons as head foot-
ball coach at Whiteville High School in Coluomlms
County, Morth Caroling

Little s=id the region, the madition at Freedom
and the Burke County school system atiracted him
o Freedom High. “We are excited ™ Little said
“The sky’s the limit forus, and my family and I are
looking for a snccessful mansition on and off the
field ™

Simmons said, *T am excited about Coach Little's stability, orzanizational goals
and his viston for the Pamiot football program. He has a passion for smdents to
nof only succeed as preat athletes but also as great ciizens.™

Freedom Athletic Director Casey Fogers said, “Coach Little will bring a foun-
dation of toughness and stability to Freedom High School foothall, which is some-
thing our foothall program has been looking for. He has a proven mack record, and
he's a gy I think our kids will respond well to and play hard for. Good things are
in store for us.”

Linle plaved linebacker and romning back ar West Sanly High School before
going on fo play college haseball at Appalachisn Stare University. A shoulder
injury sidelinad his foothall playing career. Little completed hiz bachelor’s degres
in recreation mansgement af A5 and in addifien to coaching feaches physical
educstion

As 3 high school head foorball coach at Whiteville snd South Stanly high
schools, Litte bas 3 combined record of 88 wins and 55 loses. At both schools he
mrmed around losing football programs. Little’s coaching experence slso inchides
assistant foothall coach and head baseball cozch at West Brunswick High School.

Whiteville High Schopl's football team was conference champions four times
under Liftle between 2013 and 2017, and Little was named 3 Rivers Conference
and Cohunbus Coumty Ceach of the Year four times.

Litile's father, Mark Litile, is a retived, long-time bigh school football coach,
and the two coached together at Whitevills and against each other in Stanky
Ciounty.

AMORE

“My dad taught me how to treat my players and the mportancs of having a
relationship with the kids ™ Litle szid. “I believe in buildmg zood, srmong relation-
ships and ireating each other like family. When you do that, the wins and loses
tzke care of themsalves.™

Littie =aid he has great expectations from his players. He said, “My teams are
disciplined and well behaved on and off the field We are hardnosed and give a
lot of effort. As far as the Xs and Os, we will be well balanced with the mm-pass
game. I want people when they leave the zame from warching us on Friday nights
to zay, ‘Thar iz a well-disciplined well coached team. " For Little, it's not all
shout his players’ work on the field. “T will keep up with their prades and check
in with their teachers on their academics and their bebavior. That's the mam zoal.
That they surceed in the clsssroom. That they have 3 background of a strong
work ethic and are prepared for life after hizh school whether they are poing on
1o college or the military or the workforce. ™ Little also expects his players to be
disciplined outside of school and hallgames. “Thedr actions are a direct reflection
of me and this foothall team and the high school ™

Littie will be moving to Morganton with his wife, Mikki, who is a teacher, and
their three children. He said, “T have a 13-year-old son who is very athletic and a
fifth-prade son who also is athletic and a danghter in kindergarten who is our big-
gest cheerleader on the sidelines.™

Burke Counry Public Schools Supermtendent Dir. Lammy Pumam said, “T appre-
ciate the Freedom High School sdministration for taking their fime in the selac-
non process and usmg thedr professional jodzement to hire 3 teacher and a coach
that will have the best interest of our kids in mind *

Fresdom is hosting a mest-amd-sreet for Coach Little and the commmity at the
schopol in the teaching theater from 4 to 5:30 pn. on Wednesday.

Luke Liitle's coaching highlizhis inclwde:

Tamuary 2012 — present - Head Football Cosch at Whiteville High School
53-24 overall record (Previous 5 years Whitewille was 27 wins 30 loses)
Conference Champions - 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2017

3 Fivers Conference and Columbus County Coach of the YVear 4 times.
August 2007 - December 2011 — Head Football Coach at South Stanty High
School 35 - 31 oversll record (Previous 5 yvears South Stanly was 28-37)
August 2006 - Fune 2007 - West Brunswick High School

“arsity Foothall Offensive Coordimator, TV Head Baseball Coach and Physical
Educatiom Teacher

Angust 2002 - Fune 2005 - Whitewille High School

Sarsity Oifensive Coordinator, Varsity Assistant Baseball Coach and Phoysical
Education Teacher

August 2001 - Fune 2002, West Emnswick High School

Aszismant Varsity Football and Head TW Baseball Coach

Conmct Public Relatons Officer Cheryl M. Shuffler at cnshufflenjgbarke k12
nC.ous or B2E-435-2089

Burke Coumiy Public Schools Mission Statement
The mission of Burke County Public Schools is fo aducate diverse learners,

purture their potentials, and empower them to be competitive, successful, and

Burke County Public Schoels Vision Staterment
Burke Conumty Public Schools, a world-class model of exemplary education,
inspires siadents to be life-long learners who can compete successfully on the

eloial stage and conmibate to their comomnity &5 productive citizens.
Charyl Shngfffer is the Pubiic Relations Qfficer for the Burke Cownly Pubiic School
Syatem.

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

wwrw. brenews . com
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Rural Education Partners
By Elsine Percival
Mitchei] County

Lon Gilcrst is the direcior of Faoral Edncation Parmers of
Mfischel] Covmey. Shis has boen 3 non-profit, edncation and
man services leader in Dfitchel] Connty for well over 2
decade. Arthe hMarch & meeting of the Sproce Pine Fotary she
sheared her passion for collaboratine with parmers thronghont
the comnmmity to enapover Mitchell Conexty schoo] children fo be suocessfial in their owm
backyard

“4 naral conummnity s most Bpartant resoarce = s children ” she said. “For 3 nual
cmmnnEity fo theive, its Children noast thrve ™ She eqplained how Fural Edecation Par-
resoires and strenaiis fo desizn and snstain mode] programs that can be replicated.

Proerams are desimned i develop the smengths of the hitchell Connty sudents dey
serve and build relationships befween the commmmity, the children thedr familes and
PEP parners After-school chibs and enmichmest prosrams ke Art and Chess Chibs,
m—sﬂmdnuﬂnmgmmmﬂbu:tmﬂmmh:gddnh‘keﬂlmﬂ@ﬂﬂhsnﬁ

Fuinan Feaders bring tomether a diverss
zroup of parmers and vobonteers inchadine
wionk. Transportation, food, supplies and
his} i i andi it s
shways provided at mo cost.

“These aren't just ‘o’ programs,” she
said, “Fural Bducation Pariners &s the
backbone in 3 way. We develop wihet
parmers, them we staff programs and
coordinate vobmeers and other szencieg
n:makemﬂ:naep:msnhagh

Rotarian Elaine Perchval presents a
locally designed Rofary mug fo Lovi
Gilerizt, Direcror, Rural Education Part-
nars at the Rotary CTub of Spruce Pine
meering on March 8, 2018,

“And training is impartant ” she said.
FEP twings the kst research and resources o parners, so they know what warks, wihat
doesn't and how o moplement high quality programs. “Tt's all abont breaking down those
iradithonal sibos of service and fimding that get i the way in a nral place with different ar
fevver resourres than o when neishbors,

“Tip you ever wonder winy you didn’t kmow about a kot of what we do? It's easier to get
people o the hle to work with you on behalf of kids if you give oredit msiead of ke it
We need everyone at the tsble ™

Elmine inves i Lintle Switcerland and is a member of the Rotary in Spruce Pine.

Spotlight - Jackie Thomas And Lily
Branch Baptist Church

By Diom Ford
Mitchell Counry

For almost 50 years. Mrs. Jackie Thomas has devoted
berzelf to serving the Lord at Lily Branch Baptist Church
in Mitchell Coumry. She has been treasurer, clerk,
Sunday School teacher and trstee. In addition to these
responsibilities, “Mds. JTackie™ has been the Relay for Life
team captain of the church.

Even though she is small in stamre, Fackie Thomas has 3 buge presence
in the lives of people. This is especially tmae as a volunteer for Belay of the
Elue Ridge. “My busband’s death was due to cancer,” she states very plainly,
and adds “cancer has also affected the lives of nieces, nephews and sisters-in-
Loy amd that prompted my involvement with
Belay.™

Mrs. Thomas is lovingly known as the
“Luminary Lady.” She promotes lwminar-
ieg as 3 priority of her fundraizing efforts for
the American Cancer Society. A nminary is
2 bag which is mansformed and illominated
after dark at every local Belay for Life event.
Each huminary is personalized with a name,
decoration and message in memory, in honor
orf in prayer for a friend or lowed one who has
been affected by cancer. The luminary cer-
emony is @ very personal and moving portion
of the snnual Felay for Life event and Jackie
enconrages everyone to be s part of it

As a member of Lily Branch Baptist ﬁﬂﬁh" Thomas "’”Ffm“ o
Church located in the Snow Hill commmmnity,

Jackie Thornas and her church family have championed the cause of BFL

for almost 20 yvears. Working together, Ms. Jackie and Lily Branch Baptist
Church raised 56000 for Belay of the Blue Bidge in 2017. All monies recaived
through Belay for Life help fund the fight to find a cure for cancer. She adds,
“It is mice to work alongside those whoe have stmggled with cancer and ko
thar I am helping in some way to help find a cure for this dizease.” For more
information sbout Felay of the Blue Ridge, please call (B28) 467-3430.

Don Ford has served the Lord az a minister for 40 years. He and hiz wife Debo-
rak have one daughter who lhes in reorgia.

|

t*ﬂ"".t-l. SHI::I"."'.I'."-J |E' H‘::.IT
ﬁ'..l_ﬂ"-_".."'-ﬂLE UMDER-$80.000

AKX SEASON SALE

PUT YOUR TAX
REFUND TOWARD
NEW ENERGY SMART
HOMES STARTING
UNDER 560,000

LR ' I-Mf ARD IMNSTALLATIEN

Clayton

BE B-433 8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NG 2B655
www. Claytonmorganton.com

www brenews. com
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Avery FFA Springing Forward in 2018

By Diewrayne Erapa
Avery Counfy

The Avery FFA Chapter has sprung forward with vareus actvities to inclade,
Career Development Events (CDEs). working in the gresnhouse, raveling to lead-
ership conferences, applying for degrees at the State and American level, and even
going to school when it is not snowing! We appreciate the efforts and support of
our volunteers, spomsors, parents, administration, our CTE director and support
staff, but most of all, we thank our stodents for putting forth the effort mn making
FFA the #] student led organization in the world.

Career Development Events:

In February, Mr Lane Richardson competed in the State lewel Truck & Tractor
driving event in Baleizgh for the second consecative year Lane won the feders-
tion ruck driving event in September, gualifying hito to compete on the state
level. There were over 30 compefitors and Lane made ws all proud of his efforts.
Lame is currently serving as our Avery FEA Chapter President and is very £aithful
o always show up and belp where be can. Lane, we appreciate your consistent
leadership.

Hunters Helping Kids, Danisl Boone Bear Club, with assistance from parents
and comnunity vohinteers, and our local MWC Wildlife officer are helping our
Hunter Safety teams prepare for competition on March 24, We have had munltiple
practices at the MC Forest Service Mountain Training Facility on Satordays amd
we look forward to competing in orienteering. rifie. archery, skeet, amd skills.
Final rankimgs will be bazed upon test scores and we apprecizte our tem mem-
bers hard work oo practice tests with the assistance of Mr. Jared Thompson, our
Wildlife Officer.

We are preparing for our znnusl Region Bally on April 19 where we will have
students participating in several CDEs to inchnde, Tob Interview, Extemporaneons
Public Spesking, Prepared Public Spesking, Tool Identification, Iniro to Hordoul-
fure, and Landscape Mursery. FEA is for everyone and many of cur students do
not live oo farms. Sewveral of our active members and leaders have become part of
our FEAmily and support the efforts of the FFA Mission: “FFA makes a positive
difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for prenver leadsr-
ship. personal growth and career success through asroubural educstion ™

In the Commumnity:

The Avery FFA confinuees to team up with the PCATIC to pack backpacks for
the Avery Missionsal Metwork. The third Thursday of esch month, students and
teachers gather to help pack food for Avery County stadents prior to the wesk-
emds. This is 3 great opporianity for our students to live ouat the Avery FEA Mis-
siom this year, “Living to Serve.” As pant of the FFA Motto, we feel very smonghy
about supporting our comamnity and belping the citizens of Avery County.

Crur greenhouse is geaning up to help support the Avery County Cooperative
Extenszion's efforts ar the commumiry garden. We are happy to help “start™ these
plants early so those participating in the commuonity garden can reap the rewards
of growing their own food. Additonally, we are srowing several plants for a local
coumiry club and plan to offer some flowernng plants and vegefables for sale 1o the
Avery Coumty High School faculty and staff. Additionally, our npper level classes
will be participating with the Cooperative Extension Service’s anmual Plant Sale.
Traditionally, our students have assisted with clean up, set up, and preparation for
this anoual event. We the opportumity fior ouar FEA members and students to meet
community members who purchase plants as we sort and load their ordess.

Awards & Degrees:

As most of vou know, Mrs. Gwen Clark retired i Augnast of 2016, bur she
contimes o “advise students oo dme o fdme, as the need anzes.™ Mrs. Clark
has helped our students in several ways, especially by assisting stndents who are
elizible to become American Depres candidates. The American FEA Depree iy
the highest honor one can receive as an FFA member. This honor is eamed after
graduation, nat prior to their 22nd birthday. We have been blessed with several
recipients in past years, and Mrs. Clark has assisted 5 candidates recently with the
large volume of required paperwork. Thank you, Mrs. Goven Clark !

We also have a few cument students who are finalizing paperwork for their
State FFA degrees. Those who successfnlly complete the State Dhegree application
will receive the sward in June at the FFA State Convention. As always, we have
several underclassmen working on their Greenhsnd and Chapter degress. As an

incenfive, we are swarding siudents with our latest Avery FEA t-shirt when they

successinlly complets sy level of depree or proficiency application. We greatly
appreciste the sponsors who have made this incentive a possibility.

Recent Events:

FFA week was an oppornuity for our students to host fon events duning honch
to help make everyone sware of the importance of agriculiure. In Febmary, sto-
dents also came up with an agricaliural fact of the day for each day of FEA week.
Sewveral students participated each day and everyone sesrmed to have a great ime.
We bope that our passion for agricnlnaral education will become contagious as we
seek o grow our fure leaders.

This past weekend, we took four smdents to the FFA MEGA Conference in
Greensharo. The MEGA Conference foowses on leadership. Onr stodents had
the opporiumity to work with State FFA staff, former and camment WCFFA State
Officers, and the FFA's Mational President. 34s. Breanna Holbert, the FEA's first
femala African- American President addreszed the sroup about the fact that they
can, “Make History!"™ She shared her personal FPA jourmey and how she has
discovered ber passion through FFA and is comently pursuing a degree in A gricul-
tural Educstion

As we spring forwand, we are reminded that class registration for next year is
happening. We encourage all nsing freshmen to sign up for Agrculiral Applica-
tions and we encourage all curment stedents to contimue their agriculiural stdies
in Horticultare, Hortdculture I, Landscaping, Turfzrass, and‘or Sustainsble Ag
Production.

Apaim we want to thank you for your continned sapport of our program and our
stndents. WWe especially appreciste our sponsors, volunteers, and suppomns. We
leok forward to seeing vou at our ammial FEA Banguet on hay 19!

Erege Dowayne liver in Bansar Eik, NC and works with the FFA ar_dvery High
Schoal

€ > COOPERTIRES

QUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON!

DISCOYERER SRX

Premivm lanary
CIVET Tawing

CDISCOVERER AITE®
* Premivn - Teerain
LTFE4T Light Dty

C55 ULTRA TOURING
Framvurs [anary Tearag

Spruce Pine Tire
828 765 2186

Mead oy -Friday Tam-Spm
977 Dak Ave Spruce Pine NC 28777
€ COOPERTIRES
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes

_recycling for a cleaner commiunity
%‘_ﬁi—“\ and a greener environment, QE/"

LA0
Ask about our ongoing recycling pmgram<_/
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

" Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Dave Says

Diear Diave,

Some of the people I work with have been buying info a new kind of supplemen-
tal insurance that protects against layoffs. It costs abowt 530 a month per person,
and the full payoent if vou're laid off iz 38,000, It seems to me you would have to be
paying in for a long time to see that kind of retum, =0 I wanted o see how youn feel
shiout this kind of thing_ - Steve

Disar Steve,

Amytimes insurance 15 there for something you could cover yourself, it's a pood
ides to stop and remember that every insurance company is still a bosiness. They
nmnst cover all the costs of operation, plus make a profit. Believe me, that takes a lot
of money.

Statistically speaking if lots of people cashed in on a policy like this an insurance
company woild go out of business. We're talking about only $30 a3 month to cover
$2.000. That alone tells yon not many people cash m. It's gimmickinsarance.

On swverage, you're losing mvoney when you buy insurance of any kind Agzin on
sverage. over the scope of vour lifetime wou’d be better off simply saving money
and self-insuring againct things like this. The only things I recommend buying
insurance fior are things you can't afford to cover personally. But vou can afford to
cover & layoff by saving an smergency find of three to six menths of expenses.

If I'm in vour shoes, Steve, I'm not buying that stuff —Dave

Diaar Diave,

I just filed taxes, and it looks like I'll zet a pretty big refumed this year A friend of
mine told me I should adjust oy withholding, so I don't get a refimd. This seems
pretty dumb o me. Why would I change oty withboldings when I'm getting momey
back? - James

Diear James,

The only reason you're gefiing 3 refund is becase you hed too much taken ot of
vour paychecks m 2017,

Let's say your refund is 53,300, Basically, you loansd the govemment £3 500 of
your o mnney, interest-free. A refund isn't 8 pift or reward, Tames. It's your own
cash that you zet back because you paid in top mach daring the previous year In
your caze, that adds up to almost 3300 3 month!

Instead of loaning the govemment money that you worked hard fo eam, wouldn's
it be a better idea to keep it in your own pocket™ —Diave

Dave Ramszay is CEQ of Ramzgy Solutions. He has authored seven best-selling
books, mcluding The Tofal Money Makeover: The Dave Ramsey Show is heand
By more than 13 million listenars each week on 585 radio statfons and mulfiple
digital plagfems. Follow Dave on the web at daveramsey. com and on Twitter ar

i@ DaveRamzey.
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Selfless Saints

By Jerry Lewis
MeDawell County

Concerning this saihvaiion, the prophets who proph-
ested about the grace thal was fo be yours searched
the Spirit gf Chrizt in them was idicating when ke
precdicied the syfferines qf Christ and the subsaquent {f‘ ,
glartes. It was revealed ro thew that thay were sem~ I ;
ing not themsahves But you, in the things that have rew
Ieen annonrced fo you through these who preached the pood maws o you by the
Holy Spirit zent from heaven, thines mfo which angels long o ook (1 Peter 1:10-
12 E5W)

For the past week we bave seen the faith of Old Testament saints. Hebrews 11
lists them and their accomplishments—all a result of great faith in God. Peter adds
additiona)l insight into the plight of these (1d Testament prophets. Don 't miss.
thiz—you will be surprised that you were on their minds. They prophesied about
the grace that was to be vours. They knew a betier day was cominz—they just
didn't know when

They wantad to know who the bes-
sizh would be and what e He would
coms. (Fod did not revesl that to them.
God did reveal o them what kind of
Messizh he wonld be, so that when he
appeared. MWew Testament saints would
Eknow it. In other words, they lived not

AT HIHE BUHHE:S UFE PO B PORT &

, : ; BURMSEVILLE
for themselves or their oem satsfactdon, o
LR (828)682-2325 Nationwide
of a fomre penersdon. It was revealed to SPRUCE PINE
them that they were serving not them-
selves tmt you. While Pefer was cer- (828)765-2790
fainly writing to persecuted Christians R ﬁ/\\
spread throaghout the greater Middie
Fast in his day his i e v (828)733-9500
lélitﬂ_lle to us today. MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE
= In Isaizh 52:13 Isaish predicted that the Messiah would be raised, lifred up, and (895)346-4202 zassociates
exalted In Philippians 2:9-11, Panl writes that God exalted him and that one day e
every knee will bow. TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com
= In 52:14 Isaiah =aid that Jesus appearance was “mamed beyond boman sem- ot TR S e T
blance ™ Matthew 26:67 records the merciless beating of Tesus. Eorrymany. Wadivaia, e Hutzrwide M ard Eagle Jain B Malin, Wit 15 you 8 pracies 0 4 e
= In 53:3 Isaiah describes him as 3 man of somrows, acquainted with grief. JTohn raarTisers Aent L autes we %t S shareRkders are s o e of itk it Cmpaay 4 ! ¥

HSaranicka Miskial Iguisancs Carspary. NPRLSTIBARCY (TANT)

confirms Isaizh’s prophecies in Jobm 11 by descobing howr memy rejected Jemas,
= In 53-8 I=aiah predictad his grave would be with the wicked and the nich. He was
crucified betwesn two thisves and buried in wealthy Joseph of Armathea’s tomb.

God rewealad “chies™ sbout the Messiah to the prophets, not for their bensfit,
Tt for yours. They faithfully wrote down what God fold them and you benefit
froom it today. Their faithfulness halds your faith. How remarkable is this™ So
phenomenal that angals long to leok mto these things!

What should this encourage you to do?

Fead the Old Testament with gratimde for imperfect saints wheo put their faith
in & pracious God.

Ak yourself what are vou doing today that does not serve yourself, but others;
that does not build vour faith but someone else’s; that does not belp your cause,
Tt another’s,

Jarry Lawis is Semior Pastor af Grace Commamiy Church tn Marion.

MAY 3, 2018

(B Connt N Buend Day.cEx Al Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

.'I.I:'I?HJ Moon—1:00 PM
- Music, Shofar, Bagpipes ond Prayers by Community Leaders
54:3

* PRAY FOR AMERICA =
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------ Come See Us at Our New Location
MNational Day of Prqrnr—l.:dles‘ Luncheon

Friday, April 27, 11:30 AM—1:00 PM ﬂt:russ thE S'II'EEﬂ

R Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

L ]
Saturday, April 28, 9:00 AM—1:30 PM
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Tickets: Nancy Whalley: [828) 413-2543

Email: nancywhalleyl@gmail.com
Church Office: (828) 437-2544

First Baptist Church, Morganton, NC
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Jonathan &
USED
APPLIANCES

* Come the staff !
.ﬁl‘ﬂ.l:::l‘m friendly at Jonathan's

* W repair all major brands of appliances.

* W repair Monivor Heaters!

crpre e i
Cash it, Dont Trash It! mmﬁ
We buy yvour used appliances! * Washers
* Dryers
149 Roan 5t., Spruce Pine, NC * Staves
828-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

B
THE

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

=We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thro window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
*Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 dayvs a week
=Locally owned and operated
*Ask abount our “Healthy Kids Program™

HOURS:
M-F 8am-Tpm
Sat. Bam-4pm

Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

HABITAT RESTORE

Mitchell & Yancey County

= Doors

* Windows

= Appliances

* Housewares
= Furniture

= Bath Fixtures

Helping Others
Sﬂ“! Mun:.r IFl'l‘”F

(828) 766-9000

¥ Habitat for Humanity"

ReStore ..=2=57"

HOURS
Tusscay - Fricday 8:00-5:100

April Showers Bring May Flowers
By Jacob Willis
Emegy Coury

Twvill mever forges noy Grandmother saying those words tome as 1
in me wanted to nm ouskde and play. was hasenine on sunmer,
a5 many ofus do i life. Tvwanted the meost fim part right then, T
didn’t have time for rain. Fainy days were times when T couldn't
piay ball, ot m the woods, of ride ooy bike. What I didn 't realize
was the rain mesde te parden zrow, the well stay finll, and the fish bite. Flain is 2 blessing
from God. Marthew 545 says, 45 that vou wgy be sons of vour Fasher in hamven,; jfor
Hia makes Hiz sun rizg on the evil and on tie good, aid sends rai an tha fust and om the
This means that sprms time bets ns kmow feat God = pood. Flam and simcshine are marks
of the zrace and mercy of God  He loves His oeation snd is mercifol to all aeshmwes. God
lowes and forarres, yes, but God also supples [ HI'|'|.||:| m
astenance tows 2ll. God disesn’t send main to [ |.'I-" e
| il & !
LA

ihe famaer's oops wihso believes in Him, and all
the while sends no rain to the agnostic fanmes's
rops next door. The sum doesn’t just nise on thase
sarme waiered fields, creating photosyuathesiz for
prowides the same forboth. God loves them
both. (God &5 mendifid to them both. God leves
&l people, e wants to provide pood thixes to-all
nmoanity. God isn't pulling for cne person over
smother He wants us all to dowell.

Giod does this bacsuss His popdnesy leads us
o repentance. Forneme 4“0 despinast fhow
the riches gf bis poodness aned forbamrance and
Iesyflarine; mot bowing that the poodhnes: gf God landeth thee to repeimmce” ™ God
wanfs s o chanse our minds abeat wiho He is. He isn't pulling against us. He is pulling
forus. God wants everyone fo dowell. The great emptation & to sin then to fee] as God
is apamstus. God is sraimst sin and there is consequences fo 5o, bt God &5 for you. He s
for vou to repent amd believe. Mamy times we ask how the unbelisving sesm o prosper?
Ttis the poodness of God wooing them to chanee their minds. God wants us o obey Him
becanze we st His love forns. We omst that God knows what is best forws and is ac-
tvely working for that in our lives. God isn’t rymg to harm you, He's mying to belp you

So =it back and watch the wonder of spring in the nymmaine unfold. The resmmected
Clurizt amd His prace are a pictore of soodmess to ws . Winter is over, the ko is falfilled
and God s pulling for you
Jacob Willis iz an ordained paztor and Bereavement Coordingtor for Yancey
Counfy Hozpice Tou may contact him af jacobwidhospicegfiance).org.

A (aring Partner at Home

When Florence was unable to live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-clech caregiver. When
her medical needs became too much for ene persen to handle.
the campassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensured
that both Florence and Marcy's physical, social and spiriteal
needs were being met.

-":" } &‘ :

( Earermers

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE |
MCDOMWELL '

~Né

-

Exceptional Care. Every Day. y
(828) 659-7068 & ’

carspartners.org
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How Are You Defined?
By Dan Qurolio
Burke Coumiy

The world in which we live defines who we are by what
we do. Those who are successfl in the world's eyes have
accomplished certain things. The successfial businessman
has achieved a level of financial status and prestize among
his colleagnes. The world's success is measured in terms of
fangible and m temms of the inumediate., J

Cm the other hand  the Bible defines us differemtly. Rather than defining us on
the basis of achievement. the Bible defines us on the basis of our identity in Him.
Panl wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For he hath made him fo be sin for uz, who
fnew no sin; that we might de made the righteowsnes: of Grod i ki ™ Our stand-
ing before God is not based on what we can accomplish; it is based on what Christ
already has accomplished.

Being and doing are two concepts that are
interrelated, tut we nmst be sure fo place them
in the rizght order Panl comanands believers i
Philippians 2:12 to “work ouf pour owmn salv-
fion with fear and frembling” and explains the
basis in 2:13 by stsding, “For i7 15 God which
warketh in you both fo will and to do gf kis
Eood pleazure " The external acton of doing is
to be the result of the internal reality of being.

Who we are in Christ nmst determine what we um
da.

The namral tendency among believers is to reverse this and allow the world’s
system 1o define us. When we allow this subtle shift o take place, our worth and
identity begin to be determimed by what we sccomplish. The problem is that when
we stop perfomming and achieving, we cease (o
be valushle.

Bui when we allow what we do to flow from
who we are, we never cease io be valuable. In
Christ alone, we have an nnchanzing foumnda-
fion for determinimg onr worth and dipmity.
These are based upon what (od hias done in
and for ns, not based on what we have accom-

plished Therefore, that which we do mnst be
based on who we are in Christ

Pastor Dan Juralie is paztor Morganton Baprist Church. Check ws out om our
website wsw morganionbapiist nef or find ws on Facebook and TouTube

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
aftect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson

uni?e-and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

2 thrift Storg

Located in Ledger NC
Check Out Our Huge Selection of

ﬁfifiques Vintage Items Books
4

T'ﬂrltZI“lEEtLthing Electronics Furniture
¥

Tools Jewelry Art

Closed an Sunday & Monday, Open
Tuesday thru Friday 9:00-4:30

_ ‘!E: Saturday 9:00-12:30
/Jﬁ OP"DONATE"VOLUNTEER™SUPPORT
% For Morg Information call:

W

"our only nonprofit, local, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronniegd@hospiceofyancey.org

www. brenews. com
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Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OB and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your
family before and
after your delivery.

Call today to
schedule an

appointment!

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHNERSHIP

Froviding prenatal and family care
for maore than 70 years!

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Celo
675-4116

Bakersville

GE8-2104

P\ ‘Hospice end (Dallintive
:,i; Uare of oy {[llur (g, e

Tty Wi o el

%&rgz % %ww %ﬂfm&

Services Offered

24 Hour Nursing Services

Pain and Symptom Management
FNP and Physician Visits
Respiratory Therapy
Certified Nursing Assistants
Volunteer Support
Social Work Assistance
Chaplain and Bereavement Support
Serving Mitchell, Avery, Yancey Upper McDowell and Burke

(828)-765-5677

Legacy

By Marlene Houk
Burke County

Roweares 134 For whatzoever things ware writfen
qfbreiime were writtan for owr loamming, thar we through
panience and conyfort af the roripiures might e Rope.

I remember ny mom's potato zalad, nch and cresmy
with 8 mound of such brght vellow covermg that it
valled. “Corme and get it” A rare dish apparenthy
unknown to Scuthern Living Mararine and internet recipes, it resides within roy
heart, a sweet lagacy of Georgian comfort. What was the secret of that golden
topping? She mashed a bard-boiled ez volk through a wire mesh sirainer onto the
top of the prepared potato salad, its sumshine sofily plopping on top. This & ooy
legacy. Filling me with comfort and delighting me with endless mles, it forms the
warp and woof of who I am.

A legacy is the sum of cur ancestors’ remembered stories as well as their values
and ways of life. These ideas drift down through the generations, brmming with
life and clamping the years fogether with \

2 sense of conmection and identity. TlG-
mately. a legacy can vield froits of unique-
ness, wisdom and pleasure as well 2z being
enriched with our own stories.

Such was the case with Sarah the Chisf-
tzin Princess of God's people. Her histori-
cal legacy was rich in stories, drawing us
info them throngh a sense of identity. For
example, we can identify with Sarah as her
bushend Abraham deployed himself and his
318 repiment to fight four kings and dueir
soldiers. ((enesis chapter 14) We feel the
same heart-thndding adrenalin-pomping
phmumet of onr fear when our own hnas-
bands are deploved overseas as we listen
to ominons news reports. Sarah evento-
ally recognized that God places us in an
emviromrment and then nses that world 2= a
stepping stone to greater faith.

How does & Spirtiual Legacy bolster my oam faith?

Legacies are not abways about end products but about lessons leamed. Bvery-
thing in which I've had a part has not been successful, but the lessons leamed are
priceless. If we do not have a legacy of spirinaal value, there is no need to frang-
cally find or create one. God has already given us the framework for a great spini-
mal legacy (the Bible). In one of the legacies begueathed to ws in the Soriptures,
rules 3 feisty woman called Sarah who enconnters prinufive condifions every day
and yet maintaing her beauty. But, she goes beyond that incredible earthly Loveli-
n=ss fo Create 4 spinimal besury of faith. It shines forth, breath-taking in it= gloni-
ous reflection of her God and poignant in its depth. Sarsh’s faith rises in splendor,
and she offers its glow to Light our own paths. What can we learn from her siories,

I'watch as Sarah waits for 25 vears for ber baby Iszac. Can I at least wait for am
important answer to a serions gquestion and watch God at work in ory life while
waiting for the answer?

I observe Sarah, smiling as ber busband acquites vet another zroup of maids
and menservants and a $00-herd came] caravan, (According to hrip:/ibiblebub.
com/'genesis’]3-2 him_ “An Arab sheik is considered nich who has 3 hundred or
o lnndred tents. from sy to @ nndred camels, a thousand sheep and goats
respectively. And Abram being very rich, mmst have far excesded that amoumnt of
pastoral property.™) And I think, can I possibly look over the cument crhsis toa
place in the fotore where God smmooths out oy story and brings glory to Himself?

I see Sarah developing as a remarkakle woman of faith who sssesses God
through His many promises in Hebrews 11:11 and decides to rely on Him, withowt
facts, maintzining 4 certsmty thar God is Who He says He is. Can I do the same?
I zape at Sarah’s accomplishroents in 1 Peter chapter 3 as the Lord pours forth His
praise of ber and think that, if T keep studying ber story, I could perhaps eroulate
her. Sarah can be nsed as a sprangboard when I jonp inoe ooy waters of faith.

We are influenced by our legacy. As a Southerner, I am predisposed to liking
sweet tea, finding crestive ways to cope with heat, and enjoying various eccen-
micities of Seuthern life. And my faith encourages me to find spiritnal analeeies to
nay earthly life: For example,

= Jesus is the sweet satisfying eternal drink that my soul craves.

= When the heat of life bears down upon me, I can cool dowmn in the shelter of

= And when life takes an odd fum or two, God is thete abead of me.

Smmilarly, Sarsh’s legacy, (the pans of her cultural, zenetc and historicsl past)
became & stepping stone to ber maznificent faith. And her faith shines onto the
path of our oam jourmey. Through her legacy we can emmulate ber faith! Study her
story and follow her steps to a faith that will become your unique legacy to those
in your world!

Marlene Houk is a regular confributor to Blue Ridge Chrizstian News. Her passion
iz to delve daeply inte the ruths gf Bible women and to dizcuss those in Bible

Srudies called Backstage Pass fo Bible Women. 5he and her hurband dizcover joy,
ruriure, and chalienge in their church. Her confact is marienehoukiabalsourh. net

www. bremews . com
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My Two Cents Worth
By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Mitchell Cournty

The CTHC reports thar excessive alcobol use led to
approccimately 88000 deaths and 2_5 million years of
potential life lost esch vear in the TS from 2006-2010.
Alsp, the CTC reported that 10,255 people died in
alcohol-impaired driving crashes m 2015, acoounting for
mearky 13 (20%¢) of all mwaffic-related deaths in the US. Of
the 1,132 waffic related deaths among children agzes 0-14
vears in 3013, 209 (16%) invelved an aloohol-mpaired driver

According to the CDC everydsy 28 people die in the US in motor vehicle
crashes that immolve an aloohol-impaired driver. That's 1 death every 51 minutes.
Arrmal cost of alcobol related crashes totsls more than $44 billion.

Fesearchers estimate that each year 1,825 college students between the ages of
18-24 die from slcohol related mjuries i inz motor vehicle accidents. &046,000
stmdm:hetwemﬂuagﬁ uf]B—!#masﬂultedh} another stdent who has been
drinking. wamer.colle

You read thar right but lef us recap: a;:pmmmatd}' 88000 desths per year Owver
10,000 people died in 2015 in alcobol-impaired crashes, 200 wers children 28
people die every day in alcobol-impaired crashes. Estimated 1,825 college stu-
dents die yearly from alcohol related injuries.

Where are the protests for alcobol control? Why s the media not outraged?
Whete are the special news reports oo how many children die becanse of doomk
drivers? Why are the politicians not meenong with the viciims of alcohol related
deaths?

My opinion?

#1. Is money. Alcobol zenerates billions of dollars in sales each year Mo telling
bow mwch money polificians receive from the indusoy, not to mention the tax
mpney that 15 genergted Bven though the cost in lnoman life and misery is there, it
is ipmored becanse of money. Everyone points to monsy when they argue for aloo-
hol sales. We're still waiting for the chain restanrants and hotels to come to Spmce
Pine which was one of the arpuments that was used.

#2. People want to drink alcohol. I personally abstain from alcohol and always
strongly encourage others to do the same. Being in the mimistry for vears, I have
wimessed the devastation that alcohol causes in individaals, their families, and
people connected to them Have you ever had to notify a family that their loved
one was killed in a wreck becanse they were dmunk? I have. People in my family
have suffered because of alcohol abuse. It's just not worth the mizery it canses,
peried. I persomally struzgled with slcobol abuse in my younger years. Az a
Chriztian the confrolling influence in my life iz to be the Hoby Spirit, not alcohol
(Eph_ 5:18). Matter of fact Prowerbs 20:1 teaches that Wine is a mocker, strong
drink is raging- and whossever is deceived thereby is not wise. Regardless of
the facts about the devastation and misery camsed by alcobol, peopls sHll want
to drink. Cme of their arpuments will 2o semething like this: "My nght to drnk
alcohol shouldn't be taken awray just becanse somepne else abuses it™ Really??!!
el guess what, [ don't think miy rght to owm a pum should be infringed upon or
taken away just because someone else used 8 gun to commit A cime. Gun conirol
advocates keep screaming that if we get nd of zans, gun deaths will go away.
Tell, what if we zet rid of alcohol, wouldn't thar canse alcohol relaed deaths to
o away’

#3. Gun conmol is 3 better political talking point. Can you muagine the backlash
amy polifician wonld receive if be began quoting the statistics about alcohol deaths
and stared proposing laws on banning or stmictly controlling aloohol? What if
our lawmakers proposed passmg laws on how nmch aloobol mdividosls can bay?
What if they passed a law that, berause of all the deaths and sbuse caussd by aloo-
bolism individoals can only buy one besr per day? Can you imamine the backlash
they would receive? That's all the media would talk sbowt! Ay politician who
supported such would have their reputation dmg throngh the nond and things they
did as teenagers would be brought ap just to discredit them!

Char society sells alcobol af sporting events knowing people are poing to get in a
car and drive home. You ever been fo & car race and seen all the donking that goes
on? Fans wartch cars do 200 mph and sit there drinking for most of the race and
then go get in a car and drive bome. The bars, clubs, etc_, will sell alcobol m indi-
viduals knowing that they drowve there and will have to drive to get home. Yot no
one s3ys anyihing shout stricter alcobol laws. You know why? Becanse they don't
want their right to drink infringed upon becamse somepne else abnses aloohol.

I recognize that right now someone is probably mad at me Watter of fact it’s
profrably guaranteed someone’s mad at me. bMany are already thinking of how
they are Zoing to argme with me and prove bow wrong I am. That's ok. I'm entitled
to oIy say also, even if you don't agree, a5 you are entitled to yours. Jost want
people to recosnize that no matter how many laws are passed on aoy issue it will
not change men's hearts. Alcohol laws are in place and people stll drive impaired
and kill others. Gun laws are in place and people are stll killing others. The smd-
tes of life in a womb are there, but people stll think that by law they have a night
to kill that babry. Laws azainst domestic violence and child abmse are o the books,
but farmilies and children are stll suffering Thd you know that it's agamest the Laar
to sell or use illegal dmzs? Yet people are selling, using, and dying every day.
Hergr abont stealimg? It's illegal to take what belongs to someons else. it realby is!
Twve found out a few tmes that it's agzinst the law to go over the speed limdt Vet
coming bome from Asheville hospital the other day folks passed me doing 80 or
bester.

The point I'm rying to make is this; Mo law will change men's hearts. Uhntil we
as A soCiety, in our hearts, decide we are going to respect the life of others, nothing
is going fo change. It's been the same since the beginning of tme. What men do
on the outside comes from who they are on the inside (Wark 7:20-23). Take away
guns, men will wse knifes, Take away knifes, men will nse something else, even

their own hands. Changs man's beart. .. that's when things on the outside will
changs.

As you probably already know, I personally support the Second Amendment in
our constution. It is my right to keep and bear anms, not becanse I want to kill
spmetody, tat o be able to protect oovself oy family, and my propenty, from
those who would want to take aoy and all from me, even if it's oy own govern-
ment. The Second Amendment was put in place not just to protect my rght o zo
hunting or shooting, but that you and I mizht be sble to defend ourselves from a
sovernment who would wish to take freedom from its own citizens. I love God
and I love people. As a Christian a free man sn American I believe I shonld have
the right and opporiumity to profect that which is mine. Az a bushand to my bea-
tiful wife and father to my two sons, I believe it to be my responsibility, my daty,
and ooy right to have the shility to protect them from those who do not respect our
lives or aoy others. I will gladly tell others abont how nmch God loves them and
that His 5on Jesus died on the cross for their sins and will do my best to love and
ireat them as I wonld want to be treated. But you better believe that I will defend
my bpoue and family with everything that is in me against any wicked person
who would seek to do thern hanm. That's nov duty, my responsibility, my right as
2 man and as an American citizen. I believe it to be our leaders duty o ensure we
keep that right and the shility to do so. May God forzive our nation for what it has
bacome, May He Bless America with the ability to become what He wonld have
us o e, That's mry two cents worth

Preacher Chris Rathbone serves as Pastor ar Mine Creek Equﬁ.':r Church.

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

A Linde Onr Of The Way, But ALOT Less to Payv™

Anthonzed Jonsered,
Redmax, & Imosiove
Bt‘l‘lilt’l'

» Fertilizer « Sprayers

» Chemical « Fence Supplies
» Garden Seed * Drain Tile

+ Red Max weedeaters « Pet Supplies

+ Grass Seed

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgri ier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 -com

Ye are of God, hitle cinldren, and have evercome them:
becanse grearer 15 he thar 15 1n you, than he that 15 i the

waorld 1 John 4:4

www. bremews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Miake plans now to join us oo May 17, 2018 for the 20th Anniversary of the
Hugh Field: Crossnore Children's Galf Clasyic. Por sponsorship opponunities
ar o register your team, contact: Courmey Lape Advancement Associate

(E2E) 7334305 clame/@icrossnore. org

Crozmmore Organization - Dr. Jerry Mandoe 15 currently looking out for an ss-
sistant whao is self-motivated, relisble. articulste and eager to leam with minimal
smpervision required to work-from-homs part time a5 his Personal Assistamt.

Tob Scope: Screen and divect phone calls and distibuate corespondence. Man-
age diary and schedule mestings and appointments, Make travel arrangements,
Produce reports, presentations and briefs. Wages: 200 00 weskly Hours: An
Average of 12hrs weekly. If interested, Submit your resumea/cover letter to Dr
Jerry Mandoe mandoej 1805(@ zmail com

Avery County Chamber - May 14, 2018 Golf Classic, Linville Golf Chab
Buarle County

Natiomal Day of Prayer, Burke County Hivtoric Conrthonse, Thursday, May
3, 2018, 12-00 noon for everyone.

Be There at fhe Job Fair! Area employers are invited to participate in the
Fourth Anmns]l Burke County Pablic Schools High School Job Fair on Wednes-
day, Mlay 9, 2018 This anonzl] event is 2 greal time to conmect with over 400
Tamniors and Seniors searching for job opemings and caresr oppormanites.

We will promote the event o smdents who may be looking for fill-time
careersjobs upon graduation, as well as those seeking part-time jobs in aoy
capacity.

This year we will host the event at Jimnry C. Dranghn High School at 709
Lovelady Fozd in Valdese. Set up begins at 7:30 am, and the event will last nn-
fl12:30 pm. If you would Like o participate, pleass click this Imk o S VR

If you have questions, please call Ma Tamie Morton, MEd, CTE Coordinator.
Career Dievelopment’ Instmactional hzme and Internship Coordinator for BCES
at 828-438-2007.

"Duke Energy Grid Securifty and Resiiency™ - Guest Speaker Pmitt, Principal
Engineer, Dnke Energy Systems Operations zod Engineering. America's elecini-
cal grid has been called the greatest enFineering achievement of the 20th cenmry
and the "largest mterconmectsd machine™ on Earth.

Protectng this complex digital and phoysical system azganst threats is vital fo
life and comumerce in the UT5. Mamofacmrers, business owners, bankers, inves-
fors, healthrare providers, educators, govermment agencies, home owners and
more 31l have a stake in the zrid

See how Duke Enerpy is investing to make our elecoic grid smarter, more
refiable and more secure at this very dmely event, while yon enjoy 2 delicions
breakfast and network with other Chamber members.

FREE to Burks Chamber members, bt reservations are required. To make
yours, click here. Friday, April §, 20138 Ervin Commumity Foom
Grace Ridze Betirement Comamnity, 500 Lenoir Road in Morganton. Breakfast
Buffet Opens st 730 am. Program §:00 - 2:00 am. Save the Date! Fone 1, 2013
at Silvercreek Plantation Golf Course

Burke Connty Chamber - The Burke County Chamber is cumrently looking for
our next PresidentCED to lead the chamber. Please see the jolbr description af this

wiahsite. hitps/fmyar] comyEordop

Catawha River Bapdist Association - Our Sunday School Leadership Found-
table raining is desigoned to help Sunday School Directors, Teachers, and Pastors
strengthen and grow their churches through discipleship nsing Sunday School 25
the tool. This will be a grest thne of sharing and receiving ideas so please join us
&t 630 on Monday, April 235d at the Catawba Fiver Bapiist Associsnon. Our Di-
rector of hMissions (Fobby Smith) will be leading the discnssion OUT of the Box
(Creative Ideas to Feach our Commmonndty for Chriss)

EASTER. WEEEEND: INVITING YOUR COMMUNITY (adspted from Crui-
reach hMagazine)

1. Memmral Location Instead of bolding services at your church, consider sched-
nling them at & neniral location. One chorch uses 3 fiower ranch located on the
property of one of their members and draws many nobelievers each year.

2. Celebnty Connection. Engage your community by nviting a local Christan
“gelebrity™ to participate in your Easter service. Ask the miayor o Rarrate your
Easter musical; imvite 3 sports fiznre to shars his or her testimony; ask the kocal
Ppageant quesn to sing; or invite A local disc jockey or news anchor to participate
in & reader’s theater.

3. Baskets Benefit. Collect Easter gift baskets froon locs] tusinesses and church
members for a silent ancton, benefiting a local charnity,

4. BEaster Photos. On Easter Sunday, give guests free family photos. Enlista
photographer, set up 2 spring backdrop and give each person their pictures the
following Sunday st Chorch.

5. Visnal Aid. Build or purchase 3 large wooden cross and place it at the front.
Early in the Easter worship experience, explain the cross’ significance.

. Children’s Participation in the Easter Worship Experience. Mever underesti-
mate the power of 3 children’s nmsical or drama. Mot onlky are children remark-
ably capable of presenting the (Gospel in a compelling way, buf parents, grand-
parents and friends who might otherwise pever sat foot in a chorch will come
with cameras in hand.

7. Semmon on CTF. Kake the Easter sermon available fres of charge to guests. On
the CD cover, list the uproning message series and topics that will be covered.
Easter follow-up

8. Lowe Jars. Fill canning jars called “Lowe Jars™ with brownde mix, atractively
layerad, sealed with a lid and covered with seasonal fakbmic. Then make a personal
visit to the home of each Easter visitor. Make it 3 nonthreatening nonpreachy wisit
that simply savs, “We're glad you came. ... hope 1o s2e you again”

9. Spring Family Festival Follow up Easter Sunday with a spring family festi-
val. Give the kids camival nckets stapled to their Easfer ege bags to nse for rides
snd pames. It's 3 sorong motivator theat torms an Esster-onby visit into at least two
visits. A barbecue and outreach-oriented message seriss mive parents & resson to
refurm as well.

Morgamton Seventh-day Adventisi-Burke County - Heslth Socisl - Sunday,
April 15th | 5t 5:30 pm. Plesse bring 3 plant-based dish and copies of the recips
to share if you would Like! For directions and more informmstion, please confact
Cindy at BT0-510-8048.

Church Picmic - The Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Chorch would Iike to
imvite everyone to gtend their chorch picoic st Tuttle State Park in Lendor, 2LC.,
on Sondsy, April 28ith  from 1200 pm - 5:00 pm.

God's Closet - Morganion is a non-profit organiration that will offer FREE
clothing to parents and ( or goardians of children ages O to 18 years of age. If
you or soneone you know is in need of children's clothing and ! or wonld like to
donate and gt imvolved, please see the followmg contact informaton. We ask that
everyone be in prayer for the pew God's Closet - Morganton mindsiry that it will
b= 3 blessing to others in our Burke County conmmmity, God's Closet - Morganton
Phone - 828-242-3876 E-Mail - morgamtoni@igodscloset com Website - wanaw.god-
scloset.com Facebook Page - God's Closet - Morganton (GodsClosefMorzanton
Afier visiting the God's Closet - Morganton Facebook Page please Like and Share
with your friends!

Town of Valdese Community Affairs & Toorizm - Ring in the Spring at the
Apnl Craft Market on Apnl 14, 2018! Enjoy handmade crafts & gifts from over
35 vendors, door prizes, bake sale and so mch more! Proceeds benefit the Histor-
ic Valdeze Foondation to complets comanmmity projects ke the Old Rock School
Movie Theater Project. Entry 51 per person. Fost 250 wisitors will get 3 compli-
mentary shopping tote! Also, be sure fo visit the Piedmont Western Failread Clhab
open house while you're visiting.

Apmnl 29 2018 Towur of the Past. Spend 3 Sunday aftsmoon strolling through
many tmildings and homes of Valdese that were ikt by the Waldenses n the
early 1900's. This findraising event will inchade transportation to each site with a
tour guide and will conclude with a reception &t the Waldensian Winery. Tickets
will be available to purchaze on Febmary 1, 2018 at the Waldensian Heri
Museumn Tickets will be §40 per person or WVIP for $60. Event is limited to 100
tickets.

May 25 2018: 6:00pm Home brew competition at the LPDIA

K=y 24, 2018: 10AM Festival at LFDA thar will kave family-friendly actvities
for all. Activities will inclode: bocce lessons, courenta, grape-stomping, basket
weaving, and special food! Festival Di Birra: 3-Tpm at Waldensian Ml

hizy 28-Tume 1, 2018: Waldensizn ArchivesGenealozies and special events at
the Wialdensian Heritage Musenn, Meet with 2 representative from the Achivio
Tavola Valdese of Italy fo leam more about your bentaze. By appoiniment only.

Tune 1-2, 2018: A Coliural Symposium- Four Faces of Waldensianizm. Four
Faces of Waldensizn Wimess: Italy. France, Germmany, and South America Specisl
presentatons by
= Clandio Pasguet: Pastor and Historian of the WaldensiznMethodist Church of
?:lﬂzhiﬂﬂudiﬂn:'ﬁfﬁmm}ﬁsmim of the Sonthem French Waldensians of the
15ih & 16th Cenmries.
= Albert de Lange: Wiriter and Historian of the Waldensian Seftlements in Ger-

many.
= Tawiar Paoli: Waldensian Historian foom Urnguay on the settlements in Arzenting
znd Umgnay and their ongoing witness today

McDowell Connty

MCDOWELL COUNTY, N.C_, 0LAL2018: CarePariners Hospice & Fallia-
tive Care McDowell, winner of the 20186 SHFBest Hospice: Caregiver Satisfac-
fon Top 5% Premier Performer Awvard, 15 currently seeking volmitesrs. Positons
available are PatentFamily Care Volinteers, Veteran Care Volhmtsers, Special
Program/Event Volanteers, and Adminisiratve Violaotesrs. Flexible days and
hours. T learn more sbout these volunteer oppornities, plesse confact Sooft
Sain ar soott sainjmmsj.org or call 828-652-1318.

Cross United Methodist Church - 247 Sharing Food Paniry at Cross United
Methodist Charch in Marion. The fieod s available for aoyone o the ooty who
is in need and is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with no guestions asked.
We do ask however that you take only what you need so items will be left for oth-
ers who may be in need The church is located at 85 West Cross Sireet in Marion
just past Blue Ridee Temrace Apartments in the Cross Wil Connmomity, Dionations
of non-perishable food ey and zently usad blankets are very nmch nesded and
can be dropped off at the paniry site or you may csll 8284422 8008 ar §25-260-
9257. If you would like to make 3 monetzry donaton, make checks payable to
Cross United Methodist Church ofo of Sussn Gossett, 68 Willis Drive, barion,
MW.C. 28752 Your confinued prayers for this ouireach ministry are very nmch ap-
precizied!
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Bits 'n Pieces

First Bapfist of Marion - Simning Like a Christan: A Mew Look at the 7 Dieadly
Sins Begins Feb. 28th - 11 Wesks Led by Scott Hagaman; [ocation” Chapel Dr.
Will Willimon, Duke Divinity professor and UNMC bishop, srapples with the sexi-
onsness of sin, which is ulmnately discovered not in the badness of bumanity tat
in the goodness of Christ Willimon's perspective provokes both conservative and
liberal, as well 2= a lot of discussion. The forns is the “seven deadly sins,” which
identify mman propensity, visible sround s and in oor owm lves, to do ewil.
Grace Comnnoumity Church—

We will be taking 3 group to Ecuador in June of 2018 to help with constme-
fion, medical assessments and support for women and children. The cost is $1500
{more info o come). If you are interested email robinfzeraceforall org

Mitchell County

Bear Creek Bapfist Church - Apol 2% §:30 Brisn Burchfield will be sinFine at
Bear Creek Baptist Church please come and join us for a tme blessmg!
Celebrate

This 15 & Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip and help for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Any goestions contact Josh Wisels
JB5-0041

There will be a mesting every Tharsdsy night with someone thers to talk to
men, women, and their familias

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Spruce Fine - Calvary Chapel Chorch in Asheville
is sponsoring A bome fellowship and Bible Study in Sproce Pine. The fellowship
is beld on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm at 79 Sean Dir. (Estatoe area—off Broshy
Creek Fd). Call John Fackson T60-793-3799 for information and divections. And
bring your Bible

Casting for Hope - We hope to see you at the Tith Annnal Casting for Hope We
are 50 excited abont oor Tth Annnsl Castng for Hope, Apnil 13-15, 20128 This
event iz our flapship fundraiser and three of our favorte days of the year While
the angler field kas been finll for some tims_ we have plenty of opporfumities for
you to become involved. On the one hand, if you can be present for the event and
wionld be willing to serve 35 a vohmieer, we have a nead to fill over 250 vohmiser
posifions across the weekend. Chur primary need is for mdividuaals to serve as
SITEAm mMOnitors—a capacity that takes them to a mver bank with one of the best
fishermen in the couniry to measure the fish that are canght while learning a lot
gbout iy fishing and enjoving the beauty of nature aronnd them. All vohmteers
will recetve an official toumament shirt as well s meals for all sessions that they
work. If vou wonld be interested in serving multiple sessions over several days,
the Casting for Hope Fetreat Center prounds will be wide open for fishermen and
snglers o camp. Chor three campfire sites will keep stories snd time with friends
zoing well after the sum has pone dowm! To sign up to vohmbeer, filll ont this form.
You cam get an ides of what it means to stream monitor bers. Want to resd mors?
The Asheville Citizens Times did a great review of what's to come!

Alnin Street Spruce Pine—Our Downtown Spring Clean- Up is scheduled for
Sanrday, April 14dh. We hope you will be able to lend 3 hand &5 we spruce up the
fown before the ammal Fire oo the Mountain Festival We will have hot dogs and
drinks afterward, for all who partcipate. (Many thanks to the Church of Latter
Dray Saints who will bringing 2 large group and have also graciously offered to
provide the hot dogs)

First Bapfist Church: - We welcome back Dir. Terry Fas Apnl 8-11 Sundsy
night fpm Monday -Wednssday §:30pm 125 Tappan St Spruce Pine. BC E18-
1659511

2018 Missions Conference: Apnl §ith. & Trh Hickory Growve Bapiist Church
in Charlotte, WC will be hosong the 2018 Baptsts on Mission Conference. This
inclndes worship, breakout sessions, mission’s tesimonials, exhibit, volunteer
supper and nmch more! Registration deadline is March 20th. 2018, Plaase call
B00-325-5104, ext. 5596 and make your reservations. Bev. Termry Fae will be

speaking as well!

Flant Swap af MOC! April 28th 10000-2:00pm, Main Parking Lot at Spmce Pine
Campus. Join ns 5t Mayland Community College for the first MCOC Plant Swap!

Frea Heirloom Tomato seedlings. gromm in MOC greenhonses, will be given
away while supplies last.

Bring plants to frade with others, purchase plants from MOC and local ourser-
ies, and lesm abont programs and activities at BIOC.

Fres hot dogs and drinks will be available on a first come first serve basis be-
gimming &t 1100 am,

All legal varieties of plants are acceptable for rade, from edibles, o perineal
and apmmals, to trees and shmbs! Please bring your own boxes or ways to (Tansport
your plants. There will be oo storage available.

If you would like to have a table for your plants, or if you are a marsery that
wipuld like to reserve a spot, please contact the MCC Foundation ar 828-766-1233.

Questions? Contact the MCC Foundation st 828-T66-1233 or mecfoundationa:
mayland edn

Eelay For Life, Hoops For Hope — Fandraiser - Friday, April 123Th

Belay of the Blue Ridege encompasses Avery, Michell and Yancey Coumties.
Please jom ns in our second snnesl "Heops for Hope" Basketball Game on Friday,
April 13th at 6:00 PB at Mitchell Hizh School in Ledger, WC. The first game will
be cuorent kigh school girds team members playing former players and ahamomi.
The second game will be cument high school boys team members playing former

players and ahomm. Concessions will be sold dunng thess games. Try your luck
=t the Half Couat Shot comtest for 2 550 prize.  These events, while having fim
also raise swareness and belp fimd research to find a cure for cancer.

The American Cancer Society has been insinumental in leading the way in
cancer research for many years. Belay of the Blue Ridze planning mestings are
beld at the Mitchell County Semior Center in Ledger on the first and third Tues-
days each month at 3PM. Anyons from Avery, Mitchell and Yancey Counties
interesied in helpinz with the Belay for Life effort is imvited to attend. For more
information, please contact Bhonds Buchsnan af (E28) 467-3430_

North Caroling Rhododendron Festival Celebrates 72 Years and 2 full days of
family fun. On hune 15 and 18, the Towm of Bakersville, “Gateway o the Foan
znd Home to the Arts.” will host its TInd Morth Caroling Rhododendron Festival
which is smong the oldest and most respected festivals in the Southesst The Fho-
dodendron Festival Arts and Crafis Fair on both Friday and Sanoday will have
live mmsic &ll day; 3 special children's intetactive play oo Ssturday; food vendors
including local famm to table selections, anthentic Hispanic and Oriental choices,
wood fired pizza and popular sweet ireats; regional ams and crafts people; com-
merrial vendors; inflatables and tram rides for the kids; nooprofic exhibits, and
the farnouws Ducky Dery. There's a classic car show on Saturday as well as 3 105
rum znd sireet dancing both Fridsy and Satorday mights fil nodnizht The Festival
will feature the Fhododendron Festival Pageant on Friday and Satorday evemings
Ciome to Bakersville! You will be a few steps awsy from 2 world class palleries
and other great local artists. Arts and Crafts people as well as commercial vendor
spaces are available: Contact Dr. Dan Barron drdanbarmon@email com or 828-
284-1914 hirp-www nerhododendron festval orgl

Sopport Group For Caregivers Of Those With AMemary Loss To Hold Meet-
ings The First Friday Of Each Month From 1-3Pm - Care & Share, 3 newly-
formed support group for caregivers of loved ones who bave memory loss, will
bold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice & Palliative Care of the Blue
Fidgze, 2386 Hospital Dr in Sproce Pine, from 1:00 PR to 3500 PA{ High Coun-
iy Caregiver Foundstion welcomes and encourages all caregivers to attend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can guickly become ex-
hemsted. manmatized and jsolated and thiz new group mtends to provide support,
friendship, education, information and referrals for caregivers. Monthly mestings
beld on the first Fridsy of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
There will be opporiunities for caregivers to tell their stories, leam nseful tips,
irade miformation, and zive and gain support to others in the same sitzation.

For further infonmation abowut the group aod the mesting please contact Suzanne
Bmssell at (714) §12-5867 or Janet Ouzts at jonfonzisi@yahoo. com.

Diowntown Sproce Fine - I have completed the 2018 calendar of events fior
downtown. This year, we have added a new event- “Diovwntown Day”. This will
be 2 day gearad to bring our locsls dowmtoem to celebrate Kzm Street and all we
have to offer We are sl working owut the details, but will have sctivities, Fames
nd mnsic plarmed and hope you will be part of the day. We have alzo scheduled 3
outdoor movies, in addition to the summer copcerts. (Sponsorship opportunites
are still available for thess events if you would like to belp. Maoy thanks to Tree
Grill fior their support this season).
= Ohar spring clean- up will be 2 weeks before the Fire oa the Moontain festival
If you can help or want to get mvolved, ket me know as we oo always nse extra
bands gerting the wowmn spiffed up befors the event.
= Restaurant owners- we would like to get your ideas/feedback on bow we can
halp zet more patrons to your door when we have our concerts/movies/ fanmers
market Thers is definitely 4 missed oppormnity here. Coupons? special salesT
Brown bag hmch? If you have ideas, plesse cz2ll or email me and share. Twanll take
2l idpas back to the PR committee fior discussion.
= Fire on the Monntain will be the last Semrday in April from 104, Locost Sireet
will be closed, as wsual, beginning late Friday might until 5-00 pm on the 28th.
Wzke plans to have all vehicles moved prior to that night. More info will be seat
&5 we gaf closer to the event Also, the BB festval will be in Biverside Park
again this year, so you will not kave to wormy about aoy street closings affecting
your msinesses.
= If amyone wants one of the Histoncal Society Depot ormaments, [ have them m.
my office sall. Just let me know when you are coming if vou are interested in
one.
= I hawe multipls bosinesses interested in locating downtown. If vou bave a “move
in ready™ space available or one coming available, and I have not been in touch,
please contact me asap.

In case you missed it ... we are excited to parmer with the Sproce Pine Farmers
Mzrket by hosting the event in Central Park every Wednesday, beginning April
18ih The winter market will be in the visitor center the first Saturday of March,

Miichell County Baptist Association - Mitchell Associstion has volunteered to
be a drop-off pomt for churches to bring in their old material  bibles and literature
10 be usad by the crganization “Love Packapes.” This materizl will be picked np
on a regular basis.

For more information on this organizstion, plesse go to lovepackages org.
Their purpose from the bagimming has heen to aqup and soensthen the Church
overseas. They are enabling missionaries and workers aroumnd the world to reach
the lost, plant chorches rain leaders, disciple balievers and serve the poor.

The office has a list of what can be wsed.
Baptist Children's Homes Food Eounduop is the month of Apnl 2018

confinued an pase 33
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North Carolina Baptist Aging Ministry

Disaster Frcpa redness

Bv Carol Layton

NCBAM Teaches Churches How to Develop Dizaster
Preparedesess hMinistry
CATTOUT Older adults were 13%% of Mew Orleans’
papnlation, e accovmted for 74% of Humcawe Earina
casualies

CALLOUT “Be prepared and got vourself ready,
you and your whole assembly that has boen mobilized
arpind voi, you will be thewr guard © Ezekiel 387

Morth Carelina Bapist Aging Minismy's (IWCBAL) newest outreach is a
wiorkshop desizned o halp churches develop Disaster Preparedness plans 1o kelp
protect thelr most wlnerable members—ihose over §3.

NCBAM developed the workshop as pam of its “Prionity #1; Prevennio
onreach. MCBAM Dector Sandy Grezory explain:. “Prevenfion programs play
2 finge part in helpine alder aduls maintzin their independepce. And even thouzh
alder adults are very diverse v tenuns of plovsical and mental health, stafsstcally
they are ar mch graater risk during smergency simations. Disastars reveal who
15 most vilnerable amoagz vs apd szing adales tvpically bear the brunt WOBAM
wanfs to belp churches change the outcomes in their comnunities ™

The stanstcs are alanning For exzample, according to “Dhsaster Mindsoy
Handbook™ (Aren, Boan, 2016) whea an F5 tomado stmack Alabarmoa m 2001, 46%
of fatalities were over age 55 and half of those wera over age 50. Minety percent
af all fatalintes were membars of a local clnach. Sadly, pove of the churches had a
PUEparation prosTam of 3 colmnunicarions plan to assist older members in severs
waather or other emmearzencies.

Gregory say:, howsver thar disaster preparadness minisoy is enly partly aboar
prepanng for ap extreme event. “A disaster praparedness rinistry is even maore
shout the cors mintery of the charch—serving those in peed ™

In addimea to resource lsts for belping choches get started, WCBAW's Di-
saster Praparedness for Azinz Adulits workshop explaims why each chuarch needs
o have a preparadeess plan for its sewior adults. how to plan and mammtaio 2
preparedness minisay, and pracdcal ways your church can halp individuals §5+
prepare for EMETESNCY SLOLATON:.

Dhsasters don't plan abead for anyone—but vour churck cap—and 2ICBAM is
ready to help! Its Disaster Preparedness for Azing Adules workshep i3 appropriate
for church lezdership sroups, senior adult groups, conferences and retreats, and
non-profit minismes. Call 877508 2226 for more infonuaton or to schedunle a
wierkshop for your zroup.

This 15 3 nunesiry zssociated with the Crosspore School System.

Caraf Layton i Office and Support Manager for North Carolina Bapiizs 4gimsg
Mimizory (NCBAM)
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Lana's Lines

| Protest!
By Lana Ellis
Eingpsport, Tennassee

Shounng protesters waving sigos have gathered m
smesats all over the coumtry. Thowsands of wormen parmct-
patng i the “Women's March”™ of 2018 was inmnediately
followed by the “Diarch for Life™ by pro-life wormen
West Virginta public schoolteachers walked ot of class-
roOms protesting pay raises that they called too stingy. In
Febmary, after the magic Florida school shooting, smdents
sround the natoa staged walk-outs to protest guo vicleace In 2017 “Black Lives
Niater” acovists beld several protests. Colm Kaepemick staged his protest by
Enesling during the National Anthem Many descended on Charlotesville, VA 1o
protest the cify's plan o fake down Coafederate mommments following some epi-
sodes of momuonenes being vandalized by opposing protastars.

Protests are not limited only to “people’s rizhts™ as evidanced by activists in
AMadison, W1 who protested the beef and dairy industry by carmying sims and
chanting “cow’s lives matter” T-wonder if the Chick-al-A cows weare there with
thair “Eat more chicken” signs! Said cows ars not the only bovins that lave par-
teipared durng a protase. A farmer in Bressels wzad 2 cow to make his pomt duotes
& demonsraton protesins the fall of milk poces by spraying fot police with mulk
dorectly from the cow! Mow that's definitely gating your “point™ across!

Im 1773 chests of 22 belonging to the Britsh East India Company ware thrown
froam ships into the Boston Harbor by Ainencan patrions protesiing faxstion with-
ot representation. It was this protest thar lead to America’s independeace fom
Great Brimin. Undoubtadhy the most wagic profest o0 oooar i ol Sonmy wias io
1261 when the first shos
was fired in Amierica's
Civil War, brother against
brother, neighbor against
neighhor. In spite of
many lives being lost and
ralafenships severed the
war, howeaver did lead to
the end of slave ownes-
ship. Diecambar 1, 1955
Fpsz Parks refusad to
ke a back seat on the
s, Ten years later i the
name of African-Amear-
ican votng nghts Mamin Tuther Eimg It led demonsmators in a histornc march
Even earliar in 1913 more thaw 5 000 women descendad on Washimgton DT
fght for their right 1o vote and econamies aquality.

A protest that drastically changed mary peopla’s religtons views, beliafs and
praciices bagan gromnng io 1517 in Germany. Mamm Lather, a Catholic monk.
began lecturing and wrtting against the teachings of the Holy Foman Catholic that
did not coincida with “sela scophara™ (Lann: by Scopure alone) and “sola Sde”
iLatin: by faith alone) justfication by faith alone spd not by works. Twelve years
later Lurher and other Fefornmanon leaders lodzed a fonual profest against Em-
peror Charlas W and the Catholic Chuarch. It was ar that dme the word “profestant”
came ingo nse. IF you identify vourself as 2 Baptist, Methodist, Preshvierian or
any other “sola scripmara”, “sola fde” Chrisoan Chuoch vou are a protestant. O
sonthem provvnciaton of the word protestant is somesiupg ke “prod-is-stunt™ bt
look at the acmal spelling of the word, “protest-ant™, one who protests

Tesus, Himself gave this waming, “Beware of false prophess, which come fo
you in sheen 't cloteineg, Bur fmwandly thay ame renamdng wohves.” In mday’s society
miAny mavements, even in the name of “Chrstanity”, confinus to teach conmary (o
Soripiure alowe and faith alone. It sy come into our homes by way of chansmanc
welevision persenalities svd'or polite, modestly dressed representatves, with litara-
e o hand Enocking at vour deor. Even miore dangsrons it will ov o influence
vour chnareh conzregaton. As 3 Prowestan: I'm very gratefil o be associared with
& procest that put the gospel of Tesus Chost back on the mght mact according to the
orizinal wrinngs and teachings of the Wew Testament If we ever see beresy raizing
itz ugly bead, we nunst by all means stand Gnuly aod say “T Frotest!™

Lanag Ellizs resides m Eingrport TV, next door to grandchildmen. Church is West
Colonial Hills Bapitizr Church.

Freedom Life Enterprises:

» Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Defailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifls,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » B28-559-2700
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Growing in Christ - Little by Little
By Jovce Meyer

I often =ach o & variedy of sabjects, but T belisve ooy po-
mary calling is v help Chrstars zrow v and manare in Christ
and really bamin to enjov the srest life Ha luas in store for them,

Asa voung woman, I went to clorch for years, bot Trealhy
i’ kaworar monach. ghaonat spirraal manmicy, I loved Guod with 21U
of tyy heart, bt Torzsn’t changing—T was soll as creneal jode-
mental and rebellions as ever And even thonsh [ lmew ooy life shonld be getting beger, T
was sill misersble fom dealing with all of the same problams,

Ihelisve this is coe of Satan's greatest strategies. I he cam't keep people Tmn hesring
the {rospel and accepting Christ, be will do evervibing be can to make surs they never
grow spirtraally and expenience the peace and jov that's pronused w dem o the Bible,

Wi se2, when we're bors agzain, the Hely Spint comes to Ive in our baart—God
plaars 3 seed of evenything He is in o spc. He mstantmeaonshy depesits insids of w
everything we need to live 2 grazt life.

Forinstance Galatizns 523-23 (AMPC) says, “The fgr of the [Holv] Sperit (e
wark wiiich His prosence within accomplizher] is love, oy (pladness), paace, pafenca
f anvon fevper; forbemrancg), Bndiezs, poodness (benevadencal, firitfldness, gentle-
rass (moekners, i, selfconimpl..

Drid won knoor 2l of these things alraady exdst on the maide of you” Yoo mey wonder
Wl if that's the case, then why aren't [ experiencing sy of T in oy Life?

Well, when it corpes o the mannty process, we have 3 parnt o play. Onr pam is o
cooperate with God to oultivare and develop His character in our lves, sowe can grow
and becpme mone ke Him, How do F'l ; —
we do thar?

It all bemins by spending regular
e in Crod's Word. Hebrews £:12
zays, | The Mird that fod speals
iz aimve and full of power [making
IT CHVE, DG, GMTEIIiNg, ad
gffecoal. "~

TWhen we spend tme in Cod's
Whord, we sre speading mne with
Crod His Wiord chenges s—it
chazes how we think and how we
act. It chemzes how wa e God,
purselves and te world around us. -

Blomnans 12:2 45 a great scripbare that shows us how we zoow spinmally: “Do sed be
corgfrmned so thiz wardd (this agel, frcfuoned qiter and adapied ro i eaemal, suparfi-
cial crsromes], bur be travvgformed (oharzed) by the femidre] remeval oo mang By ks
e irdanls amd it e aififude], so thar vou may prove Sbor vourselves] what is the good
and aecepiabie and parfect well gf God

God hias a “zood 2nd acceptable mmd perfect” plan for our Hess, bt we mpst reapsy
o muinds with His Wird before we can experience it

It's irnportant o remember that srowms spiineally is a process. When T Erstbegsn o
tead and smdy God's Word, [ munediately saw thmss [ peeded o chanze, For 8 while, I
felt guilty and condemned dusr I wasn't “measuming g

However, God balped me fo tederstand that He never shows us these things to coz-
gann s aed make us f=al moilny He copvices vs of our bebavior moorder to help us zrow
and come up kigher in det area.

For examnple T was exmemely reballions m the early vears of my meariaze. Becanss
nuy father seomally abuzed me when Twas growinz up. I had developed 2 distoast of
men I vowed that no man wounld ever azam pash me apmnd

Burt zs T leamed God's Word, T sswr thar moy behavior roarard moy busband Diave, was
wrong. The Dord was zsking 1ne o walk in love with Diavs o oy speech. smimndes and
acticns. This was easier w3id than done! But God always gives ws the srace o do wihat
Hea s asking us o do. He dossn’t expect vz o do it 2l oo o o

S, brtha by listle, by God's grace, Thegan to changs, The Lood oansfonoed me fom
being mede. critical, harsh and reballions o soinecne who has real peace, love znd joy.
B it was 3 process—in didn 't kappen ovemighs.

Look ar 2 Connthians 3:18. It says we “are covstann) beimg tmmigfiewmad oo His vay
OVET ITHAEE T Increasing spiandor aed fom one degree of glory fo amather

The Lord chamzes s 2 brle af 2 tne Mone of ns will ever be perfact unl wa gt o
Heaven, and thar's okay. But a5 long 23 we're bera on tdyis eand, God desires for vs 1o
contrmally cooperate with Him to leam and grow.

Aswe do—as we contipue to grow spinmally and chanee “from glory to glony ' —as
will expensncs the incradible pesce, jov and fulfllment duat only God can give s, And
we will show the world sround ws what God 2 really like

For more on this ropic, order Joyoe's three-teaching €T semes The Bamuty of Spidmal
Ilzhariey. Youw can also comsact us oo receive i fee magzazine, Enjoving Evervdsy Life,
by calling (2007 7272673 or visiing wWww. oy CEmEVEL 002
Jonre XMlever &= 3 Mew Yook Time: bestselling author and fonndsr of JTovee Mever
Ilinisiries, Inc. She has authored mare tan 100 books, incnding Banlefield of the 3dind
and Unshakeable Trost: Find the Jov of Trstng God at Al Tones (Hacheste) She bosts
the Enjoving Everyday Life radio and TV prosrams, which ar oo hundreds of stadons
worldwide. For more mfonnation, visit wsj oy osmeyerors

Plazze nota: The views and opinions exprassed throwghons this publicaton and'or
wehsite are those of the respectve anthors aed do not necessanily reflect those of Joyca
Dulenper hlinismes

NN == C

Jayee Mever & a New Tork Timer basizalimz author and founder of Joce Mever
Minisimes, Mnc. She has quthored more than 100 books, fmciuding Banighield gff
tiee Mind amd Ovarioad: How fo Unplug, Unwing and Ukleash Tourzelf from the
Pressure of Stmesz (Hacheite). She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life radie and TT
programs, which air on ndreds of stations worldwide. For meore Dyftrmaiion,
VI WWW, o) CEmE e OTE.

Ya ncay 'Hﬂﬁpi'ﬁazgnd Palliative Care

History of Hospice
By Fuonnie Gregory
Yancey Counly

Speaking for moyielf and the staff at YVancey Hospice
znd Palliztive Care, 1t is uobling and ao bowor 1o sene
onr conmrnanity. Char role s o provide comfort, compas-
stom and quality care to our patiears and thedr famdliss
at one of the mast difficul and volnersble dmes of their
Lives, When this is accomplizshed it brings 2 sense of peace
o the entire fanuly. That's a good faeling to go home
with at the end of the day. While working in hespice is often difficnlt, it is also very
rewarding.

Hopspice of Yancey County was organized st the grazsroors level with an 211-
voluntesr staff in Yancey Covmty in 1952, Madicare ceruficanon was ackieved m
1054, We have served oo comanmity a3 the lecal, noo-profit bospice unaffliated
with any ather hospice organizaons for over 35 vears. We moved o our beantifil
sdminismative offices on Georges Fork Foad arpund 2000, Throuzh the vears our
program bas groem sod in 2018 we lannched a Palbznve Care Program. We are now
domz business as Yancey Hospice sod Palliative Care semving patents snd fanulies
wherever they call honpe in YVanoey, Mitchell and Madison Countes,

All Medicare cartfed hospices are raquired 1o provids CEITam Core Services 10
hospice patents such as Mursing, © W A Chaplam  Social Work, Bareavemesnt and
Volunteers. The mammar in which those services ara delivered vary greatly from hos-
piee to hospice YVancey Hospics and Palliztive Care fornsss on a Higher Standard
of Care and that iz evidenced by the recaipt of national recosnition for four vears of
Hospice Honors and most recently Hospice Henors Elite, which recognizes hospices
thar prowida the higkest lavel of care according to the patient caregiver

Letme say that ALL hospice care i3 palkatve care bt all palliative care 1s not
necessanily hospice care, Both pallizfive and bospice care provide comfort. Palliatve
Care 13 a specialized medical care for people with serons illnesses. This type of care
iz focnsed oo prowiding relief fromm the svrnptoms and soess of 3 sedons iloess. The
zoal is o nnprove gualkiny of lfe for both the padent and family. Palliative Care can
begin at the dme of diagnosis and confivwe along with azgressive meammenss,

When a2 family iz coping with a serrons ilnsss and 2 cure 15 no longer possible,
hospice provides the tvpe of care wharever the patienr calls horns that most people
say they want at the arpd of 1ife: comfort apd dignity. Considered o ke the modal for
high-guality, compassionate care for people with a ife-lnninng illness. hospice came
mcindes expert medical care, pain marszement, ud emotional 2od spirmal suppor.
Expent care i3 provided by an infer-discipleary fesmm of professionals and mained
volunteers. The wishes of the patienf and farmily zre alwavs at the center of care

Far too mawy peopls waill nanl they are in the muidst of 3 healh care crisis bafore
teinking about what options sre availsble or what care they or their loved ones
wiouild have wanred. Ore of the best ways 1o make sure you sud yvour loved ones
benefit fally from hospice, should yvou ever need this care, 1s to talk abowt it before it
Decomes an 1ssue.

The goal of Yancey Hospice and Palliamre Care &3 to provide a Higher Standard
of Care. We are dedicated to being recosmized as the hospice of cholce in pur com-
oty 2nd for being the most respected and mmsted experts in palliagyve and hospice
care. Char patients snd faniilies are our oo families. W treat them with Fespect,
Excelleacs, Compassion, Integrity snd Professionalizn

"We were established in Vancey Covnty sud have served onr commmyanity for over
35 years &5 your lecal, connnnity, noe-profis hespice acd plan to be here for many
VESTS [0 DO

For further infonuatica or to make 3 patent refercal give us a call 5286520673
znd someone fom our staf will address your concems and neads oo the best of cur
ability.

Rovnde iz from Burmndlle, NC. He s the Execuiive Director gf Jamcey Hospica
and Pallative Care.

General Dentistry for the Family

We Love To See You Smile!
Always Accapting Mew Patlents « Insurance Flled Forou
Mionday - Thursday 8-5
R - -
(-l 5 =8 ¢

Friday 8-2
(828)433-1223
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655
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Our Worl on Gun Safety

I'wanted to give you all an update on my recent efforts imrolving gan safety and keeping our children secure in schools.

As you know, in light of the recent school shooting in Flonda, there has been much debate about the issue of gom control and whether we
should tighten restrictions around guns. I want to be clear shout mry position on this: [ am a strong supponter of the Second Amendment,

and I believe taking the right to bear arms sway from law-abiding Americans is not the answer. Mot only would pun control mun afoul of
the Constaiution, tut the proposals I've beard would do very litfle fo stop the fsk of shootings. It's not an option from my standpoint.

Instead, what I believe we cught to focus on is coming together o ke exira precautions to keep our schopls secure and our children
safe. The best and most effective path forerard we can take, I believe is one that safepnards our schools from becoming “soft fargeds,™ or
areas with little to stand i the way of someone with bad infentions.

Cwer the past few weeks. I've been in close communication with our dismict’s sheriffs and law enforcement officers to see what we
can do to make our schools safer The conwersations kave bean extremaly productive, and their halp has been invalushle In fact, one of
our sheriffs. Henderson County Sheriff Charles McDonald was personally imvited by President Trnumnp fo the White House to participate

202-225-6401 in & school safety roundiable, sharing ideas and giving mput on how fo keep schools sequre.
waw mesdows. house gow In the coming days, oy office will be releasing nmltple pieces of legislation that will provide sohitions on bow o provide school
distmicts more financial resources for secunity. Stay tuned as we release more information. I believe we can get this done. Ghan control is
not the answer, but making our children safer in school is.

Washington, D .C. - Pep. Mark Meadows (B-IC) has officially ammoanced his anmaal Congressional An Competition for 2018,

The 2015 Amistc Discovery Contest is open o all high school smdents who reside in the 11th Dismict. All entries must be origmal in
desizn, concept, and execution, with open categories such as painfing, drawing, print, and more. Winners will be chosen by 2 panel of art
professionals and there will be a reception for sll the smdents who enter. as well as their teachers and families, on April 28 2018,

The over-all winner of our district's competition will receive two pound-trip tickets to the Mationsl Reception in Washington, DC; a
53,000 scholarship to 2 prestizions Sontheastern art college; and their ant will be displayed for one year in the 175 Capitol!

The deadline to enter this vear’s competiion is Friday, April 13, 2018, Entries may be dropped off earlier, bt all entries mmnst be re-
ceived by 5 pm. oo April 13 af Fep. Meadows’ main dismict office locared at 200 North Grove Sireef, Swite 90, Hendersonville, WC.

NC Senate District 47

It is not surprising that healthcare consumers are wormied about sssocisted costs of rising preminmms, deductibles, co-pays, and dmgz
costs. They are especially upset by surprise bills for services they believed were covered. These surprise bills ocour when a patieat re-
ceives an umexpecied bill from an cut-of-network provider, usually located in an m-petwork hospital or doctor's office. The bill is usu-
ally the difference between what the insurance company paid and what the provider charged. Bacause the provider is out-of-metwork,
the imsurance company has no way of lniting the smount charged by the provider Often unexpected, these bills pose a siznificant
fmancial barden on patients and their families.

Arcording to The Mew England Tournal of Medicme. more than one i five patents visiting the emergency room may face surprise
bills. In a 2015 Consamer Feports survey, nearly 8 third of Americans indicated they kad received a medicsl bill in the previous two
years in which their health plan paid less than expected. Among those. nearly one in four had received a surprise bill fiom an out-of-
network physicisn, such as an anesthesiologist or radiologist, for care deliverad at an In-network facility. Omly 28 percent of thosa
who received a surprise bill were satisfisd with how the problem was resolved, and 57 percent nitimately paid the bill out of their own
pockeis,

Some states have med to solve the problem withbolding karmless provisions that require the msurer o pay the bill. This creates the Sen. Ralph Hize
odd incentive for providers to stay out of network becaase the insurer hias to pay whatever the provider bills. And, although this limdts
what the consumer pays, the insurer will simply pass these costs on to consumers through higher premuums. Chher states have lagis-
lated 3 mediation process, but this just puts the consumer in the middle and creates uncertainty until the insurer and provider reach a
resolution.

Surprise bills are a result of 2 market failure: a lack of competition and top moch repulaton. There is evidence of this in Worth Caro-
Ima with some physicians chargimg 1000% of Medicare. Patients don’t get to pick their emerpency room doctor or anesthesiologist
when they 2o to the hospital They don't get to pick their lab when they o to their primary care physician. But they have to pay the bill
— and if they don’t, they can find themselves dealing with a collection apsncy.

Last spssion, I filed legislation to prohibit sut-of-netwoerk providers from halance billing snd limit the smmount they can charge wien
the patient dpesn’t have the shility or opportunity to be treated by an m-netwrork provider,

The legislation fecused on three things: inreasing ransparency about cost and netwerk stams, making sure surprise billing protec-
fioms exist for conswmers, and gefting patents out of the nuddle by creating a more predictable process and price.

Health care consumers should get the care they need without facing unexpected fnancial hardship and bill collectors at the door.
Providers and imsurers both agree that a solution is needed I look forerard to confioeed work on 2 common-sense solntion for consum-
ers who have no option to shop or negotiate a better price.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hisef@mclez net or call-
ing me at 919-T33-3460.

919-733-3460

This week, I chaired the Senats Intallizence Committee’s hearing on the need for security clearance reform. We recaived testimony from both businesses and the
executive branch, and it is clear that the security clearance process has long been in need of reform.

The Vice Chairman and I agree that a backlog of 700,000 pecple watting for a security clearance is unaccepiable, and the government runs the risk of losing qualified
candidates who want to serve, but also nesd o be employed to support themselves and their families. It is also clear that investgaters are hamstoang by 20¢h cenmry
technologies and processes that should be easy fies in 2018, T look forward to working with the executive branch and the private sector to identify needed sohitions as
000 85 possible.

The Senste is also considering the Economic Growth, Fegulatory Relisf and Consumer Protection Act. This bipartisan legislation will help small- and medinm-zized
employers ger access 1o the capital they need to west and create jobs. Smaller banks continne to suffer under the burden of unnecessary and dme-consuming papes-
work, and this bill will provide bain Strest with the relief they need so they can prow and hire more Americans. Even my friends on the other side of the sisle agrea
with us on this po-brainer, and I hope to pass this legislation next week.
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Burke County Schools

Military Ball
By Cheryl Shuffier
Burke County

Connelly Springs — With an evening steeped in for- |
el mulitary tradition — females im elegant gowns and
males in their Army dress bive umiforms — the East
Burke High 5chool Tunior Feserve Officers’ Training
Corps (TROTC) Cavalier Battalion celebrated its an-
nual Ammay Military Ball at East Burke High School on
Saturday. It was a fommal occasion in which cadets and
their guests were able fo gat together for ome night of
camaraderie, dinner, awards, and dancing.

The night started with 2 receiving line, a military madition that gees back nin-
dreds of years. The purpose s for guests to miroduce themselves o the dignitaries
of the event. Cadets and their guests then procesded to assemble in the supdliary
Eym, preparing for the postmg of the colors by the TROTC Color Guard, the na-
tipnal anthem infrodwction of geests and welcoming remarks.

Calling attention to 3 small mwoccupied bt folly set table at the front of the
pymnssion Cadet Commeand Serpeant Major Montejo narmrated the “hissing
Man™ ceremony, honoring and remembering those who are prisoners or have
Eone missing in combat. “The empty chair represents Amernicans who were or ame
missing from each of the services — Army, Wawy, Air Force, Mannes, and Coast
Guard,” be said “They are unable fo be here with ns this evening, so we join
togather to pay our bnmble tmbate to them, and bear wimess to their contmmued
absence.” The tradifion of seffing a separate fable o remember missing comrades
is symbolic of
the frailty of one
prisoner alone
azainst hiz or her
oppressors. It has
become an inIpor-
tant part of many
military banquets
and this might was
oo excepton. The
narration of the
“Mlissing MMan™ was
immediately fol-
lowed by one of the
evening’s toasts.

“Let us now all
stand and raise our
glasses in a toast
to honor America’s
Prisomners of War
andfor Missing in Action, ™ directed Cadet Conumand Sergeant Mdajor Dfontajo,
who served as the might's Master of Ceremony. Afier all in attendanee were stand-
ing, he sonmmeed — “To the success of our efforts to account for them, and o the
safery of all now serving our nation'” Cadets in amendance responded with “Hear,
Hear™ as an affimation of their support, conclnding this solemn tribute.

Cadet Colone] Green the baralion commander, was then mfroduced and
proceeded to address the Corps of Cadets and all in attendance. He thanked the
special guests, which mchaded

Mr. Shane Mace, principal of East Burke High School, Mr. David Lesmer, Dis-
mcr.ﬂunnme:.rﬁznhe"ith]}:mrmda hmrnfndl&rsfmmranﬁusv:ﬂmmumrf
OIZANIZANons.

“Wany of these compmanity members have supported our program for several
years,” sfated Colonel Arthar Scott, Senior Army Instractor, for the TROTC pro-
gram at East Burke. Echoing the conmnents of the Battalion Commander, Soott
went on o sy, “We are toaly thankful for their support and commitment to the
success of our cadets. It is an honor to be with these members of the comnmnicy
this evening ™

Upon the conchisicn of the Battalion Commander’s speech, during which time
be refiected om the past, extended his thanks to all who “presently offered their
“nntiring sappart,” and concluded by challenFing the cadets fo “contime the mamy
surcesses of the program in the fufure ™

Mext all were once agpain acked to stand and participate i seversl carema-
nial foasts, led by members of the Cavalier Batfalion’s Command and Staff who
proposed toasts, beginning with 3 salute to the President of the Undted States, the
Amry and Armed Services, and more,

The 25th Dristrict Attorney David Leamer served as the event's keynote speaker
where be deliverad a motivational message about the importance of staying per-
sistent and pever losing sight of goals. Leamer, whose parents served in WAL
served as an Assistant District Attormey in the 2 5th Distact under Robert Thomas
and alsoe Dravid Flaberty, JT., prior to assuming his ooment pesition. He spoke on
inteprity and encouraged the cadets to always conduacr themsalves in moral and
ethical ways.

Leamner slso praizsed the Eazt Burke High School TROTC program for its suc-
cezs. Cadets displayed a3 preat desl of discipline as they listensd, and at times,
ackpowledzed their agreement to Mr. Leamer's statements. When his speech was
owver, Cadet Colone! Green presented Mr. Learner with 3 statue of an eagle, ©
a token of appreciation from the Corps of Cadets.” and applanse rang out.

The meal was prepared and served by Chanwalls. A review of charmwells
catering web-site noted the following: “Schools are 3 great gathenng place and
ouT catering service focuses om high-guality food attractively presented with
professional, amentve service.” When asked about this, COL Scott provided the

continued an page 39

Mitchell Connty Chamber - Spruce Pine Farmer's Market Finds Mew Home
We have a new winter location for the market!! We will be at the comomnity
room of Spruce Pine Mam Smeet st 167 Locust sreet. We will be made from 12-
4pm. This will be our winfer location the 1st Satarday of the month from Famany
il April Come shop local with us.

The Chamber will bost 8 Candidates Forum on Toesday April 3od at § PRI
Mark your calendars to come and bear from the candidstes in the opcoming elec-
tions. At the old Historic Courthouse.

‘.‘.htthe[l.".'t’:lm:n Sobstance Abuse Task Force - April 2-6 - 3 Task Force repre-
sentamives to attend Wationsl BX Drug Abuse & Heroin Swmmmit
Aprl 21 - Task Force table at ChildFest in Mitchell County (vohmteers needed!)

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast, the first
Samurday each month, 7-30 — 10-30 am, at the old Methodist Church, across from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemade sausage, scoambled eges, gravy, jellies,
juice and coffee. Eat in or take-ount, 2]l fimds suppornt the Tipton Hill Commnmity
Foundation

Tipton Hill Conwmmty Center Easter Ezg Hunt - Get your Ezster baskets
ready, boys and girls ten years of age and youngsr, for the first conmmmity-wide
Easter Exp Hunt On March 31 at the fonmer Tipton Hill Elementary Schond Play-
grovnd from 1:00 pm. -2:30 pm. A free hot dog lunch will be sermred from 12200
—12:45pm at the Tipron Hill Comnmnity Center across from Griffith’s Store.
The Easter Bunmy will be there, too! In case of inclement westher, the bumt wall
be moved o the Tipton Hill Compumity Center  Please call 688-2524 afier 7:00
pm, if you want to make a donation!

Wiomen™s Prayer Brealdast: If you would like fo join 3 proup of women who
are dedicated to praying. leaming sbowt God's will, and fellowshipping, come join
us for breakfast 3t DT in Sprace Pine. We will be ending by 10-:00am  Cpen to
all-for more information call Barbara Harell at £X8-467-3644 or email at bar-
barabjFbrenews.com. April meeting is 13th, &t 8:00am.

Tancey Conmnty

Yancey Food Minivtries Gathering (YFM) - Bear pe one another s burdans, and
5o fulfill the Iow qf Christ.  Galatians 6.2

We inwvite yom to our second anonzl YFM gathering April 10, 2018 beginming
5 pm &t Western Sizzhin Steak Honse. Please purchase your meal 35 5000 a3 you
amrive, and we will zather in the large back room o the left

If von canmot make it for dinner we appreciate your participaton in the pro-
gram which begine at 5:45. We will be sharing informstion and ideas abont oo
food ministries. County officials will be imvited to leam about our work to make
Yancey County more fiood secure.

TWe will share with each other information and ideas that:
= Inspires our work and smengthens our food ministrss
= Educates our coumty abont food insecurity and becoming food secure
= Increases public support for food mindsory and food security
= Connects food imseoure individuals to Mayland Commmmity College for free
i ik ol G syl
» Provides healihy, locally gromm food

Please letus know if you can attend by contacting: Herb Walters at herbravpi@
pmail com. 673-4626.

Yancey Food Ministry Coordinators: Connie hMchIahan Shelbty Jean Sinumons,
Brenda Banks

Toe River Food Security Metwaork: Tana Bartleson Health Dieparoment, Herb
Walters, Listening Project, John Biller, Reconciliation House, Esthlesn Wood,
Dhighn Commmumity (Garden, snd Katherine Savage, YAY- Chaldren

Parkway Playhouse Invifes You To Get Involved - Bumswille, WC: Become 3
member of the Parkaray Playhouse Volontesr Guild. Violunteer to usher, bake a
cake, cook a casserole, lend & mock or your muscles. However, you want to plug
im, we can use you. By becoming a member of the Guild, you make the contin-
uwed snccess of Parkway Playhonse and Parkway Playhonse hator a reality, but
you also get preaf incentives. Vou can eam a free dcket for every nine hours you
voluntesr. The biggest boons is the family yon will be joining and the fun and sat-
izfaction you will et working with your new friends. Visit our website at wanar.
parkwayplayhowse com or send us an email for information on how yow can get
inwolved at il ayplayhowse com.

Mext on Aprl 7, fromn 1 0em-2pm, Parkway Playbouse will have fts Anpial
Spring Work Day. Duning the course of the event, vohinteers will work with
Parkowray Playhouse staff and board o open up the theatre building after being
shusittered for the winter. Activities for the day range from lsndscaping and yard
work, o mantenance and repairs throuzhout the bulding. It is a great way to
explore and learmn about one of Burnsville's most iconic landmarks and cultaral
anractons, &5 volunteers will be working in every area of the building inside and
out. Participants who work for fonar bours will receive a complimentary ocket to
a 201E Parkway Playhonse Mainstape performance. All ste encourzged to wesar
“work clothes™ and bring a pair of work gloves. This activity is smitable for kids
azed 12 and up.

Fior more information about Parkway Playvhouse, inclnding performances,
classes, and voluntesr opporiunities, please call 828-882-4285 or visit the Park-
way Playhouse website at parkwayplayhouse com.

Yancey Connty MMeals on Wheels {Burnsville) — Volunteers nesded to deliver
meals to Yancey County shui-ins, any weekday, 10-30 am - poon. If vou would
like to woluntesr, please call the Yancey County Semior Center at 828-882-6011.
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A Meditation

Resurrection
By Timothy Eller
MeDowell County

As [ sit here and think gbour the resumection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, I think about His sacrifice. He
came and was manifested n the flesh as God with ns. The
gospels denote, He shall be called Enumamoe] “God with
Us™. He is the prince of peace, the great “T Am™. Tzzish

calls him the wonderful, counselor, the mighty God. the

everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace (Isatah 2:8). God told Abrabam when
he was offering wp Isaac, God will provide himself a lamb for 3 bount offering™.
Jesms states, “mo greater love does a man kave than he lay his ljfe down for Ris
Jrands . While all of us were yet sinners Jesus Christ died forns. I cannot get
past that Jehowah God loved me 50 mmch that he came down from beaven and
manifested himself in the flesh to die oo a cross for oy sins. The angel stated that
he shall be called “JTesus™ for he will sawve his people from their sins. His nams

is not the name his parents gave him. It was God through the angels ordered that
be be named Jesus. It is a derivative of the name JToshus which mesns Jehowah
Saves. The name of Tesus then means Jehovah has become our salvation. Heis
oy savior, my counselor, ooy friend may healer, and my soon coming king. T the
end every knee chall bow and tonmue confess thar Tesws is Lord.

Tim Eller praduated fram Caroling Gradugte School gf Divinity and haz been
imvalvad in prison and jail minisiry for the past fifteen years. Currently he is
operating i the capaciy of @ servant gf Jesus Cheist.

W ANN,,  April

Join hundreds of Artists & Blacksmiths for
competitdon, tool vendors, great food AND MORE!
Featuring Master Blacksmith
Maegan Crowley
Demonstrations by Featured Artists will be
occurring throughout the day.

Masrer Demonstration Workshop on Friday, April 27dh
Pre-regisiration reg'd. Contact staceyizneflpeniaznd org
April 1s0-28th. Contact Katbryniftosriverarts.org
Follow us on Facebook - Contact us about
reserving a booth at B28.765.3008

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRL. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community™
Irips for April

» Friday, April 6th- Hamrick's

» Friday, April 13th— Thrift Stores- Asheville

» Friday, April 20th — Farmers Market- Asheville

» Friday, April 27th — | HOP (brunch) and Target-Asheville

Burke United Christian Ministry
Spring Needs

By David Burlesom
Burke County

Exven though spring iz officially here, the month of
Blarch has remminded us that winter has not lost its grip.
We all know that lafe barch and earty April can bring
some snow and bad westher to Burke County.

Spring brings a fhury of actvity at Burke United
Christian Mimistmies (BUCK). Chur ministry confinues
to meet the needs of over 10,000 individuals who need a
hkand up for an assoroment of reasons. Our Soup Eitchen is serving an average of
1,250 meals per week. Our food paniry is providing an average of 14,500 Ibs. of
food per wesk to our families. Our clothing closet continuwes o stay busy provid-
ing clothes. shoes and other items to our chients. Alse, the very cold temperatures
in January have sretched our fimds for financial assistance. BTICK hkas had mamy
clients needing some additional assistance with higher tham nsnal wiilicy bills.

To support our clients snd provide them with an additional hand wp, BUCK
is opening A Leaming Lab with 16 computer workstations and other teaching re-
souoces. Becanse of a genetons grant from James Toel and Waldensian Preshyte-
rian Church and the support of Western Piedmont Conwmmity College, oar clients
will be able to nse this lab to work toward obtzining their hizh school equivalency
{formerly a GELY), enroll in cn-line college classes, complete job maining pro-
grams, do job searches, have food preparation classes, learn how o bodget, and 3
variety of other activizes. We also plan o offer mioring in the 1ab for our stadents
in the affernoons and duning the summer months. Our prayer is thar these new
respurces will provide new opportunities fior those we serve.

BUCK is very thankful for all our velunteers, donors and sustaming charches
who provide the rescurces we need o meet the nesds of our clients. BUICM is
wery blessed to have the support essential to do the work that is accomplished
daily in oux ministty. To say thank vou to our voluntesrs and domors, BUACKL
will be kaving our Volunteer Banguet on MMonday, April 16 at the Morganton
First Mathodist Church at 6§ pm. We look forward to seeing all our supporters on
thiz very special night. Please call Elizabeth Morms at (828) 433-8075 ext. 237
or email her at infod@bucm net o let her know that you will be joining us. The
theme this year is, “Being Part of Something Greater Than Yourself™.

Cnar volunteers are the lifeblosd of the ministry of Burke United Choristian
WMinismies. Year afier year. vohmteers confribute tine snd energy to assist our
agzency. During the last fiscal yvear, volonteers at BUCK gave 36,353 98 hours.
Volunteering at BUCM provides individuals with the opporunity fo kelp and sap-
port others,

The Burke United Christian Minisires would like to mvite willing individoals
to pariner with our ministry and serve with us. Here are soome voluntesr oppor-
nities:

Food Harvesting — Going to local grocery stores and restanrants o pick up
donated food

Clothing Closet — Mew opportunity — Assist clients n our clothing closet
as they shop with a clothing voucher. The socisl workers write up & clothing
woncher that allows the client to shop. Vobantesrs assist clients and then tally up
their selection Mo money is exchanged.

Sorfing, Inspecting, and Hanginz — Interested in beimg belind the scenes of the
clothing closet or Saved for You Clothing
Store? Volunteer to prepars items for the
zales floor or clothing closet.

Warehouse — Unlpad, sort and organize
perishable and non-perishable fond items.
Asgist in stocking the Food Panmy. Help
keep the warehouse, freezers, and refrizera-
tors organized.

Clenical Support— Assist with production

of pewsletters. bulk mailings fiyvers and
IAOTE.
Lesming Lab Support — As our learnimg lab gets up and running BUCH waill
need volunteers to tike the lead in developing and crganizing the resources that
are offered  Volnntesrs will be needed fo just open the lzb, work with smdents,
tutor students or assist with stodents as they work on the compuaters.

Willing to do whatever or being on-call — Is your vohinfeer time flevdble? Are
you interestad in just being called on in a time of peed? Volumieer fo be called on
when the donations are plenty or support is peeded in the food paniry, clothing
closet, dining room, font office, or anywhere in the ministry. We are especially in
peed of an on-call soup kitchen team for times when something comes ap for the
scheduled feam or in tmes of bad weather.

Anyone interested in volunteermg should submit an application and lei’s talk
abont how you can make a difference with BUCM. BUCM asks volunteers o
conumit to & schedule. if possible. It could be weekly, bi-weekly or once & month.
This allows for our department staff to plan and prepare for voluntesrs. For on-
call voluntesrs, comminment is not regquested. Withont velontears, we wounld be
umahle to operate =0 we are willing to work with you to fit your schedule.

We have lots moing on this spring, snd we centainly appreciate the support of
everyone n Burke County a5 we work to meet the neads of each of the clients we
serve. Aswe look forward to the swminer, we are asking our choches fo consider
doing 3 backvard Bible School at BUCK. We had a couple of chnrches do this
last year and they wers able to reach a large mumber of children.

Thank vou for making Burke United Christian Minismies a special and won-
derful place for all of our clients. We wish for you and your family 3 wonderful
spring!

Duavid Burlezan iz Director of Burke United Christian Ministries

www. brenews.com
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Evergreen Church

The Greatness and Goodness of God
By Rev Jobn M Coury
Roan Mountain, Tennessee

As we observe Easter let us look at Psalm 113, It is the
first of a group of special Psalms which were sung at the
Feast of the Passover, Pentecost, and Tabamaclas. Pzalm
113-118 are known as the "Hallshjah" Psalms. The first
three of this group were sung before the meal and the last
three affer the meal. MMost believe that the last three com-
posad the "hymm" which our Lord and His disciples sang afier the Passover
Jast before they left the Upper Foom to go to Gethsemane. The Psalm before
ns is one of pure praise. It deals exchasively with the greatmess and the good-
ness of rod In the Psalm we find 1. The Universal Call to Praise (v.1-3}. 2. The
Unutterable Conception of Power (v.4-6). 3. The Unexplainasble Compassion of
Pardon {v.7-9). Althongh this Psalm refers to the past history of God's people,
it iz guite evident that it also peints forarard to the celebrations of God's millen-
nial people. There the praise of the Lord will be univerzal and uncessing. THE
CATL TO PRATSE (w.1-3). Thanksgiving (v.12). Praise is the primary element
in tme worship. Someone has said, "Prayer is the moorh, and Praise is the frank-
incense, and both of these must be presented unto the Lord. How can we pray
for mercy for the funare if we do not bless God for His love in the past? Thus,
in praize, we adore God for what is and for what He has done. Testimony (v
1. All men should praise God because they are the workmanship of His hands.
Christizns sbowve others shonld praise Him becanse they are the sheep of His
pasture, and preachers of His Word should praize Him above other Christians
becase they are the shephards of the sheep. Only the saved can properly praize
God becase only they are scguainted with the reasons for His praize. Those
who serve God best praize Him best, becaise service is praise. Themes {w.1-2).
We hawe sean to Whom praise is due and from Whom it I due; now notice for
what it is due to Hiz "name " By emphasizimg “the nama". the Psalmist wonld
harve his readers to think upon the atiributes of God. His different names reveal
His different atiributes. While praising God aloud in Verse 1, the Psalmist would
have the people to bless Him in the silence of their hearts. In Versa 2 The saved
should celebrate to His Name, Completion to His Cause, and Trinmph to His
Truth. In the latter part of Verse 2 we see when this praise should begin and
when it should end. It shonld begin now. If we have never praised Him be-
fore, let us enter into today. Then the Pralmist tells us that once this praise has
begun it should never end. Owur praise should contimee as lonz as the blessings
of God How. Tarmitory (v.3). Concerming praise, we have seen Who, What, and
When; now notice Where. From mornimg till night from east to west, the praise
of God should be rendered. The sun should never set on the praize of God.
Thus, His praise is to be not only Unceasing bot also Universal. Tidings (v3).
Cmce again, the Mame of the Lord is emphasized. It is interesting that the word
"name” ocours in each of these three varsas. Someone has pointed ont that here
is A reference to the Tonity in Undty, Our praise skould include Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. The Trinity working in nnity has made us sscure throughonat all
eternity. Thus, the Psalmist states that the name of the Lotd should be praised
and proclaimed by everyone, everywhere, and for evermore. THE CATTSE FOE.
PRAISE (v §). His Loftinesz This verse clearly teaches that God transcends all
fhings. He is oot only abowve the earth, but also above the heavens. Heaven is
lower to Him tham it 1z high fo us. God is enthroned far abowve all principalities
and powers. Mo one can put God foo high becanse the highest hegven is beneath
Him Thus, abowe all we should adore Him who is above all. Hiz Lonealiness
(v.5). Our God is one of a kind He stands without comparison. In Tsziah 40 18
the guestion is asked, "Tb whom then will ye ke God? Or what likeness will ye
commpare unto kim? And in Isaiah 4465 the Lord Himself asks a similar guas-
tiom, "To whom will ye Hken me, and make me equal, and compare ma, that we
piery b fike ™" These guestions will never be answered. There are no words in
the language of men that can adequately describe God. and only in Fesus Christ
can the Godbead be seen. His Lowliness (v.6). God's dwelling place is so high
that He has to stoop to observe heavenly things. But He numbleth Himself
bevond words when He stoops to help fallen man. Thus, He who is so great in
his exsltation is equally great in His reverence. He is sbove the highest, and yet
stoops to the lowest. This is imparalleled honor. Mone is 50 great, and therefore
ghle to stoop so low. Mone is so pood, and therafore so willing to stoop. None is
s wise, and therefore so sble to knoar our every need. Mone is so infinite. and
therefore able to sympathire with the smallest grief. THE CIECTUMSTANCE
OF PEATSE (v.7-9). Improvemsent (v.7, §). These two verses are almost word
for word from the song of (Hannah (I Sam. 2: 8). Here we find God's gracious
stoop or love. When God stoops, it is to lift up. He often lifis the lowest of man-
kind ot of their poventy and misery and places them in Ppzitions of power and
honor. Gideon is fetched from threshing, Saul from seeking the asses and David
from keeping sheep. The sposiles, from fishing, are sent to be "fishers men "
The treasure of the gospel is pur into earthen vessels, and the weak and the fool-
ish ones of the world are called upon confound the "wise and mighiv" (I Cor.
1:27,28). Thms, what a stoop - from the height of His throne to the trash pile of
earth God specializes in liffing men from the dost of sorrow and from the dong-
hill of sin. Let me remind you that God does nothing by hahves, When He raises
from the mited clay, He is o coatent till He places them among the peers
of His Kingdom Fevelation 1: 6 reminds us that He has "made us kings and
priests unto God..... " Instead of poverty He gives us the wealth of heaven and
instead of dishonor He gives us an exalied position, greater than aoy on earth
This 15 what I call real improvement. Intervention (v.9). In Israsl barmrenness
was regarded as a curse; hence this verse is placed last as if to crown the whole
and o serve as 3 climax to the story of God's greatmess and goodness. Here the
Poalmist savs thar the God of Infinite Majesty is also the God of Infinite Mercy.
As wickedmess in men is acoounted a great nnhappiness, so is barrenness in

wotnen. Buot as God lifteth up the lowly oat of the mire. to set him with princes,
even 50 doth He "make the bamen woman 3 joyfiol mother of children ™ Thus,
we see that children are Divine gifts and a mother's jov. And may [ add bere that
the two grestest curses of mankind are bad mothers and thankless children In
the last statement we find that the Psalm makes 3 complete circle, ending whera
it began by praising the Lord. MMay our life's psalm take om & similar character,
and mever know a break or a conclusion. In an endless circle let us bless the
Lord, whose mercies never cease. Thus, in this Psalm we find that height and
depth are the same thing merely looked atf from oppoesite ends.

Jokn MeCoury iz pastor gf Evergvean church in Roan Mounfain, Tennessee and
aiso chapian at Roan Highiands Nursing Center
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.
Gospel is ona of the most overnsed words in our culhare ' '
today, st perhaps one of the leastunderstond. Everythins ‘-i-
can be Gospel, IF it's remotely related to Chorch, somewhere .
soemeone has attached the word Gospel to it Anybody ever [
been to A gospel busines: mesting before? [ hope not. Bat the

Wiord Gospel literally means “good news,™ it's a word deat

was used for a wiwo-mher noming thoomash the sirests with an

EnnmInCEment. Someftimes, in ancient Greece it wonld also be vsed of 3 berald poimz into
a mwwn shead of the Eing, announcing. “the Eine is coming ™ I wonder if thar's what Eary
Chrisfian's had in mind when they coopted this word and made it their own.

Tam all for aking tee tmeths of God's Word and msking them nnderstandable o 25 oy
people s possible, ot T think i our effiert to makes tires palatahls to te world. some of
the great nehs of this aoneancement of "Good Mews™ ame becoming endanzered. Ower the
next severnl monts we will explore some of tese together.

Grace

We'll start with the trth that is the least endanzered we'll just call this one dwestened
Wionn'd be herd-preszed o find an Bvaneelical Cluarch that doesn't confess sehation by
Grace alone, but T would submas that it wonld be
almost as diffionlt to find Bvaneelicals who kave
taken this idea of Grace and msde it their defml way
of thinking. Ir's difficult, we Live in a world that nms
on merit. Slogans like “Yiou ged what you grve’™ and
“thers’s no such thine a5 a free bmch™ dominate mar
oalnral landscape and bave even foomd thelr way
o the “Crosped Preachine™ of many Clarches. But
Soripne is cClear, there is such a thins as 3 free lanch
because, wihen it comes to our souls, we getwhat He
has already ziven.

We talk sbont grace. most of us believe in prace on
soime level bt I think mamy of us have a less-than-biblical view of Grace. It's not neces-
sarily amti-bebdical it's st & piece of the pichee. Grace is oot the same thing as sbsodn-
tion. Unfoenmarely, mamy of our Charches are preaching absolation, where all our sin is
forgiven and hat's it This isn't unbeblical it's just mommplese. All our sin is forgiven at the
cross, AMND God mapants Hiz nghieosness fo ws. The Father knows ws, not according o
wiliat we have done wrong, but acconding to what Tesws has done right AW then Tems
gives us the ghility to live owt that new fzhteonsness i real time. Christan's ars not people
people who were ust like everybody else, ut mowr bave been forgiven and are being made
o be just ke Tesus. There's a big difference.

Om the other sida (Grace is not only svailable o those whose Hves mesame 1p. That
wioldn't be grace. The Gospel i not 8 messaze of do this, don't do this, wear this, dom't
listen to that kind of mmsic, don’t drink thest or hans srmmd people wio do. That's not good
news; it's exhmsting, The Gospel is an armouncerment that all who believe ame accepied.
ment that the King hes come. and everyone who believes i accepted. and tramsfonmed.
and mads jmto His image. This kind of niecsape is diffionlt sonetimes fiorws o wrap oor
minds aroomd amd that’s wing e have to keep remimdng aorsebees over and over asd
orer, azain and aram il it begine to stick.
Jazon Eoon is Pastor af Bridged? Church in Morgandon, NC.
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Mitchell Yancey Su

Abuse Task Force

Marcan Available

By Jeff Spargo
Mirchall and Fancay Countias

We all have been impactad by the terrible opioid epidem-
ic, either by enduring the pain of watching a loved one suffer
or knowing neighbors and friends who have lost someons to
overdose. One of the goals of the Mitchell Yancey Sub-
stance Abuse Task Force (MYSATF), a program of Parmers
Alizned Toward Health (PATH), is to provide eduraton and
resources for our commumity regarding prevention and treat-
ment of substance abuse. One such resource is nalonone — a lifesaving medication
that, when administered as a spray into the nese of a person suspected of opioid
owverdose, can reverse overdose in 93% of cases.

“I champed my mind ahont the nse of naloxone when hearing the testimonial of
& young woman who was saved by nalocone. She is now a successfiol profession-
al woman with a family. She was so thankful to survive. It was the catalyst she
needad to torn her life around. In the moment T heard her resmnondsl, T decided
1o put effors behind naloxone kits 100%%,” states Mechelle Akers, pharmacist and
Exscutive Committes hember of the MYSATE. “While working with those who
suffer froon addiction I have leamed that many of them have become canght up
in somnething they can't contrel. They are afraid of dying. Anything I can do to
encouraze affected individunals 1o seek help and
protect themselves is important to me. Families
are also fearful that their loved ones will die of
overdose. Ihave had mothers, wives, fathers
express gratimde that naloccone is available for
their lomed omes ™

According to an article published in hforbidity
znd Mortality Weskly on Tune 19, 2015, organiza-
tions who dismibuted 152,283 nalocone kifs 1o the
public received reparts of 26 463 overdose reversals. Having kits readily available
is a0 imyportant step in making our comnunity prepared to meet the challenge of
the ongoing opicid epidenuc. The Mitchell YVancey Substance Abuse Task Force
obtained a limited mumber of MARCAN (naloxone made by Adapt Phams)
rescue kits from WVAYA Health for those in our conummity who cannot pay for
them, but may need them, Anyone in peed of a kit is elizible to request one while
supplies last. Patients who take high doses of opioids for chronic pain should have
one in the event of an emergency. Family members or individuals who are in con-
tact with persons at high risk for opioid overdose are eligible for 3 nalomone kit

"Eits of naloccone are also available at local phanmaciss for 3 copay or fee
through msurance or private pay,” says Meachslls Akers. "Damy insurances
inctuding Medicaid and Medicare will pay for naloxoense kits, all you have to do
is ack the phammacist to prescribe a kit for you Your prescrption is completaly
confidential and the pharmacist can instruct you bow o use the kit.™ You may
request a kit for vourself or for 2 family member at your local phammacy, even
withont a prescription from your physician. A list of phamacies participating in
ithe prescribing of naloccome as well as patient educaton materials can be found at
nalocronesave org under the peneral mformation tab.

"These kits need fo be in the hands of those friends, family members, co-
workers and neizhbaors who are in close contact with persons nsing opioids.™ savs
Jessica Farley, Chairman of the MY 5ATF and Health Prevention Coordmator
for the Toe River Health District. "I wou would like a kit and cammot afford one,
please contact Jeff Spargo, Coordinator of the Mitchell Yaneey
Substance Abuse Task Fooce for your confidential receipt of a kit,
while supplies last ™ Jeff can be reached at E28-682-TE09 or jeffim)
pathwnc org.

To leam more, suppornt our work, or get involved as a vohmteer,
contact PATH staff at (28)682-7899, infoid'pathrwne. org, or warw.
pathwnc org. Follow the efforts of the MYSATF at www facebook.
com/Mitchell YanceySubstance AbuseTackForce

A

Jeff iz the Divector af the Mitchell Tamcay Drug Abwse Tazk
Forca.

.

www. brcnews.com
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Contact Fuebin Direyer
Mirchell County

The year’s first exhibiticn at the Penland Gallery is a collection of work by ant-
ists who, in the words of gallery director Esthryn Gremlbey, “have erasad dividing
Imes or untethered themselves from material and creative constraines.™ Titled “T
dwell in Ppssibility™ afier a poem by Emily Dickinson, the exhibiton inclndes
work in ceramic, glass, metal, painting, photography, printmaking, and wood with
considerable miing of media. The fifieen artists represented will be teaching
workshops at Penland School of Crafis in 2018, The show nums throngh Bisy 13
with an opening reception on Satrday, March 31 from 4:30 we 6:30 FML
Walking info the exhibition, wisitors will be greeted by a thres-foot tall, precisaly
rendered image of 3 young woman—lesves and peomeiric shapes float by her
in the foresroumd The piecs can easily be mistsken for a painting, but closer
mspa:unnmu]shrm;mademnrﬂyﬁummhmuﬂyhuiﬁemm
MJJE[,qrdeabnuta}mrsutdlmgm

which are images created
’ on 3 metsl plate. Although
| tntypes have waditionally
4 been freated simply as 3
type of photograph, this
artist has chozen to also
approach them as metal
objects. Using a jeweler’s
e saw, be carefully cafts

#9 | up different tntypes and
' recombines them to cTeste
mefal collages.

A cast-iron teapot by

Frankie Flood whois a
Ruthar Miller Thﬂmm:m mfd' fm:ultg.rmmhu HAFF&

diered wool on falriec, 36 x 30 imchas. bt & o Rce b dhid
looks like the
innet surface of
mee bark, whila
the surface of 3
wonden plat-
ter by Manhew
Hebert has been
carved info &
3D image of a
manhole cover.
And an snimated
video by Moah
Satersirom is
sccompanied

bty seweral of the

Tom Shields, Mediation, cazt irow, 60 x 18 x 39
inches (photo courtesy of John Michael Eoklar it e waeid
e Cantar to cTeste it Thesa
are just some of the wonders and possibilities presented in this

Tihits

Alz=p on view n the Foous Gallery, is a small exhibiton, ttded
“ZATHEE. | Est, Dk, Enjoy,” which showcases elegant, fimc-
tional plaszware by Couwrmey Dodd and Nickolais Froimn. The Visi-
tors Center (rallery hes an ongoing display of objects that lbomn-
nate the history of Penland School, and the Lucy Morgan Gallery
prasents 3 selsction of work by dozens of Penland-affilisted artists.
Omn display ourside the Penland Geallery ars large sculptures in

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News' on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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stome and steel by Hoss Haley, Carl Peverall, and Daniel T. Beck.
The Penland Gallery and Visitors Center is located st Pealand
School of Crafis on Conley Fidge Foad, just off Penland Foad

in Mitchell County (near the town of Spruce Pine). It is the first
tmilding on the right as you enter the Penland campus. The gallery
is open Tuesdsy throngh Samrday, 10:00 AW-5-00 PM and Son-
dary. Moon-5:00 PAL; it iz closed on Mondays. For more mforms-
tiom call 328-765-6211 or visit penland org/gallery.

Penland School of Crafts is an imternational center for craft
education dedicated to helping people live creative lives. Located
in Western North Carolina Penland offers workshops in books and
paper, clay, drawing and painting, glass, ron, metals, prinmmaking
and letterpress, photography, textiles, and wood. The school also
sponsors anists” residencies, an outreach program, and a gallery
and visitors center. Penland is a nonprofit, tax-exempt stitation
which receives support from the North Carolina Arts Council, an
agency funded by the State of Morth Caroling and the MNational En-
dowment for the Arts, which believes that a grear naton deserves
ETeat art.

Tommy Buchanan

BUCHANAN & YOUNG

'I. r CHMYSLER o cwos sl M ﬂ [ ¥
e :

www._buchananyoung.com

Also Huge
Savings on
2018 Models

“I promise -- lowest prices!!

“Serving WNC For
Chver 30 Years™
828-682-2194
East Main Strest,

Burnaville, M.C. 28714

"Sea dealer for
datails:
on rebates and financing.
Ho DDC fees.
Tax and tag exdra.
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 they which could  should

cast themsalves first into the sea

(Acts 27:43)

SHNeverbe lackingin _, but

keep vour spinitual farvor (Fom

12:11%

2 the Philistimes and of the

who Inved near the Cushites 2

Chron 21:16)

14 by the Spirit, not by the written

__ (Rom 2:29)

15 hstens to me will live n safety

andbeat _ (Prov 1:33)

16 Their venom 15 like the venom

of a snake, like thatof 2 (Ps

58:4)

171sese of an almond tres

(1,3} (Ter 1:11)

18Whch  shadow of

things to come; but the body 15

(3,13 (Col 2:17)

19bmmgstte  and cook the

bones m it {1 4) (Ezek 24:5)

20 What harmomy 15 thers batwean

Chnstand 7 (2 Cor 6:15)

22 father of Sath (Gen 5:3)

24 was going mto a village, ten

men who had leprosy  him

(Luke 17:12)

25 the bock after Joel in the Old

Testament

27 T will loat them in rafts by sea

to the place you (1 Emgs 5:9)

29 donot __ what 15 evil but what

iz good (3 John 11

32 Woe to those who _ miquity,

to those who plot evil (hMic 2:1)

33 Go out to the roads and coumntry

___ and make them come m (Luke

14:23)

34 the sixth angel poured out his

___ upon the great niver (Fev

161N ETV

37 They bult a siege

eity (2 Sam 20:15)

40 was heard m the whirbarmd,

vour ightming  up the world

(Ps T7:18)

41 He1s the God whoe  me (2
that 15 1 the

Sam 22:48)

Mandforthe

land of Assyma. (Isaizh 7:18)

45 The law of s God 15 m s

bearthis fest donot (P 37:31)

47 a prophetess, ., the daughter

of Phanue] (Luke 2:36)

48 Two sons were bom to Eber:

One was named _ (Gen 10:23)

50 two women will be ginding

with a hand __ (Matt 24:41)

52 the sun, and to the moon, and to
(2 EKings 235 EW

5 to lay waste defenced cities mio

_ heaps (Isa 3T726) KTV

57 They will tum therr _ away

from the trath (2 Tim 4:4)

58 he that endurath to the

shall ba saved (Mate 10:22)

59 Why make ye this ado, and

_ M(Mark 53N ETV

61 the council together, and all the

___ ofthe chuldren of Israel (Acts

5:21)

65 Those who see vou ___ at vou,

thev ponder your fate {Isa 14:16)

67 But __ found favor in the eves

of the LOED (Gen 6:8)

60 AmI . that you come at

me (1,3} (1 Sam 17:43)

T0Ta , mine own son after the

commouon faith (Titus 1:4)

up fo the

71the  has faded and has not P R — T S —
Epreadinﬂleski.nﬂ_.ﬂliﬁj

72 "At pudmght the cry Ly
"Here's the bridegroom! ﬂn-[aﬂ '-"5 Ejl

13 vmes with hail and thew syca-

more-hpswith _ (Ps T8:4T)
74 upon the halls, under caks and

poplars and _ (Heos 4:13) ETV
73The  ofthe LOED are on the
nghteous (Ps 34:15)

DOWHN

1 ansing,

a___ . orbnght spot (Lev
13KV
2and __ a coat of scale armor (1

Sam 17:5)

3 Asa destroved her , and bumt
it by the brook (1 King 15:13)

4 If a man sins against another man,

God may _ for him {1 Sam 2:25)

5 Smen who was called the

(Luke 6:15)

6 and struck the servant of the high

prest, cutting off s (Mark

1447

7 there was what looked like

of glass (1,3) (Bev 4:6) CORYRIGHT 2018 BIBLEWORDGAMES COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
E seems right to a2 man, but m the end

it to death (Prov 16:25) 60 The buming sand will be- 64 The owl will nest there and lay
9 You stram out a gnat but swallow come a ___, the thirsty pround (I=a 34:15)

__ (1,5) (ML=t 23:-24) {Isa 35:7) 66 give God a tenth of your pomt,
10 to ambush and ___ everyone who 62 WiththeLord ~ islike  and all other (Luke 11:42)

passed by (Judg 9:25) a thousand years (1.3) (2 Pet 3:8) 68 the bracelet that wasonbas (2
ll_a.guldm_mrphnherhand,ﬂ}led 63 I wish I could be with vou Sam 1100 KTV

with__ things (Rev 17:4) now and change my _ ((zal

12 the marth of the wicked 1z 4:241y Solution on pape 14

Job 20:53)

13 if it loses its saltimess, how can 1t

bemade  again (Luke 14:34)

21 Absalom had appomted  over

the ammy m place of Joab (2 Sam

17:25)

23 Eeepmeasthe

Pz 17-8)

26 the thin ears devoured the

good ears (Gen 41:24)

28 slanghtering them along the way

to a point below Beth (1 Sam

7:11)

29 they are not plagued by human

___ (Ps73:5)

30 and he was armed with a coat of

(1 Sam 17-5) ETV

Il Hehadbeen hired to _ me 5o

that I would compmt a sin (Neh 6:13)

35 took him to an ____ and took care

of hom (Luke 10-34)

16 the love of God (Greek)

38 And Moses went outto

father m law (Exodus 18:T)

39 All the tent _ of the tabemacle

(Ex 3B:19)

42 Of what 1z anidol smee a

mzn has carved 17 (Hab 2:18)

43 poy father's hored men have food
_ (Iuke 15:17)

46 he hurled 1t, saving to humself,

T __ Dawid to the wall."” {1 Sam

18:11%

48 The evil deads of a wicked man

__ him (Prow 5:22)

51 stairway went up from the

floor to the top (Ezek 41:7)

53 I recerved from the Jews the forty

__ mmmus one (2 Cor 11:24)

54 The land emjoyed it sabbath

(2 Chrom 36:21)

53 and contmmed s speech

mudmight (Aets 20:7)

56 endow her with wizdom or pive

her a share of good __ (Job 39:17)

of your eve
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It Happened to Me.
By Beth Davis
Mitchall County

April is Secual Assanlt Awvareness Mionth

I could easily write a boring, boilerplate article filled
with enongh statistics and generalifies that would make
your eyes glaze over. . vawn...snd gquickly tum the
page to another, more uplifting story.

Bt bacause of one particular Facebook post by
2 wonnsn whom I've never met, and becanse of the
EheToo movement, I'1] tall yon a tue story about
seomual assandt. If's moy story. To tell the toth, T hadn't thought about it for vears.....
decades, really.

Iwas at home for nummer bresk from college in the very early Bls; I was 20-
2lish I stamted dating a very dreamy, ob-so-handsome very popular, clesn-cut,
well-mannered-from-3-good-family, every-parents’-dream guy. I'd known him for
years; myy parents adored him. His name was Paxton.

He was 3-4 years older than I He'd been a Sargent in the Marnez and he was
& bomer, ton. He was a dresmbeat! And we had so much fun together those first
few weeks that surmmer,

Late one afternoom we met friends for a couple of margaritas bafore our “date™.
Afterwards, Paxton =aid he needed fo mum by his house before we started out for
the evening. Mo big deal. I'd been to his howse several times, 5o I thought noth-

be kissed me Mice, rizhe?
Sweet, right? Mo problem, right? Mo wamning signs, nght? WEONG.

Before I knew what was happeming, be pulled me over to his twin bed i the
cormer - Which had no bedspread. just 2 blanket, but you could have bounced a
quarer on it. He pushed me down, then he pinned me down, and, oo matter what
I said or did or mied to gef him off me. I was trapped. ... it was game-over [ didn't
stand a chance against him or his strength. He raped me. It didn't matter how
nwnch I fouwght him Tt didn't matter how much I demanded be stop. It didn 't mat-
ter how nmach I begged. Afterwards, he behaved like this was “typical”. This was
“pormal”.

When he was finished he very casnally got off of me, went to the bathroom to
splach sorme water on his fare . and splash on some fresh aftershave. And then
he chanzed info 2 fresh pink polo button-down shire AND be asked me if T was
hungry. He was starving!

Probably yon think T was angry, defiant, upset, and demand that be take me
home right away.

Nope.

We went out for dinner, continwing on with our planned “date”, although I re-
ally dom't remember anything about it

Ewen thouzh we'd been datng for several weeks, we'd never had sex. [ was
ashamed of mysalf aferaards. [ blaned myself for puitng novself m that sima-
tion.._after all, we had been drinking and T did hawe 8 couple margaritas. What's
worzse, I continned fo see him until T went back to collegs!

I newer told noy MMom/'parents what happened. He was a prest oy they realky
spproved of and liked him  and I figured it was probabkly all ooy fanlt swyway.
hisybe I led him on?

5o, I bet you're wondering whatever happened to the oh-so-dreanty-parent-
spproved Paxton?

A couple years later he married a beautiful, sweet, talented zirl I went to hizh
school with. He beat her throughout their mamiage. Finally, he threw her through
3 sliding glass door, and nearly killed her. Probsbly she shouldn®t have put bersalf
in that situation.

If you have been raped, sexually assaulted, or sexually harassed, we would
love o hear from you Althoush we know it happens In our commnnity, very few
victims come forward to report.. . perhaps out of fear, perhaps out of shame TWe
invite you to call ns; your identity will always be anomymons, and vour story will
always remain completely confidential Sometimes, just telling your story Lifts a
load off of vou. Our compassionats, experienced Advocates are also here to help
you if you want if. Please fesl free to call the Mitchell County SafePlace 24-hour
Hotline at 828-765-4044. And. above 3l else, remember: whatever happened o
you is not your faakt. You did not ask for this. You did not deserve this.

Beth Daviz &z the Rezource Development Coordinator af Mitchell Couniy Sqfe-
Filace She can be reached at 828-F65-4015 or bethbdaviz d0i@gmail.com.

following “Based on the positive comments from the cadets, it is clesr that thiz
iz & troe statement.” The final events of the formal portion of the program begm.
This included the presentafion of swards to cadets and the raditons] Grog Bowl
Ceremomy.

Mo mdlitary ball would be complete without the Grog Bowl ceremony. The
muxing of the cadet punch was described by Green as 3 “wicked micure of
incompatible meredients blended together ™ “Tr is & wadition that brings tozether
the past, present, and foture cadets of the Cavalier Battslion, ™ Green said  Ca-
det Master Sergeant Gross, representing Alphs Company, started the disgustng
concoction by pouring coke into 3 punch bowl, with other cadets adding mountain
dew, hot sauce, whipped cream salt, and a vast assortment of other ingredients.
Cadet commanders were invited to sample the finished produoct, with Green step-
ping up to the plate and drinking a cup of the mixturs to 8 backeround of sroans,
moans, and lsughter, followed by more applaase. “This is one of our proeram's
most popular events,” added Montejo, yet admitting he prefiers the more rigorows,

Cadet Lientenant Colone]l Freeman, & junior af East Burke said “TROTC has
been an amazing program for me. [ had confidence issues before I started the
program and it has belped me become more ouigeing,” she said.

For high school Principal Shane Mace, Samrday marked his first-ever military
ball He addressed the crowd and spoke about leadership, encouraging the cadets
and reminding them they are the firmre leaders of the coumiry.

A J. Scheankert, History teacher at East Burke Hizh School and military
veteran, who served m the Arwy, Marnes, and Mational Guard, also attended the
ball He stated “This event seermed to be well planmed and that the support from
the comnmnity was amaring.” He was particularly impressed with her closely
the program followed military etiquette. “They (JROTC) did the whole military
raditons and formalifies correctly,” e said. “The dedication and enftmsiasm of
the cadess who worked to put this fogether is iImpressive and reflects highly on the
individuals, the program and the school.™
At the conclnston of the formal program, many of the special guests departed as
the cadets then prepared to enjoy the mmsic provided by a local . This portion
was enbanced as the Grog Bowl was made svailable o all cadets fo enjoy. “This
a great event for our cadets to experence their first formmal dinner and dance,” said
Cadet Colonel Green.

Charyl Shugffler iz the Public Relations Qfficer for the Burke Coumty Public School
Systam.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture

— o .::': s ... o
S petablesset

e

Price Match & Save

'&,f Guaranteed
_ *12 months interest free - CALL
H* i o Exit 81 1-40 . 136 Wnrla-'}r Road - hlnﬂ-:m; NC
M' Mﬁ (828) 652-7667 "t i nn-t Gt
worw brenews. com Apnl 2018 - Blue Bidge Chiistian MNews page 39



RE-ELECT

Matthew “Vern” Grindstaff
County Commissioner

Vote May 8th, 2018
People Not Politics

Early voting starts
April 19th, ends May 5th
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Laser Therapy.
Healing at the
Speed of Light

Lazer therapy is effective in
relisving pain associated with
fibromyalgia. So why choose
Lagzer therapy? It weorks and
has no side effects.

How does that compare with what
you are currently doing? Give us
a call and see how laser therapy
can help you.

CRUZ

Life Center

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Burnsville, NC
(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

“Since 1952"

Pause. ..and Consider

Blossoms And Songs In Unseen Places

By Een and JTan Marap
Avery County

Have you ever zone caving of hiked a mile ap
3 mountain®

Though I'va naver gone CAVIRE - 35 I crawl-
ing into a kols in the side of 8 movmtaie and
axplonng - I have zone on ;urded tours of caves
znd foumd them fascinanns.

et iris 56l not ooy faveris advennirs -
bamg nndereround in the side of 2 moumeaim,. However, cavas hold baautifial,
imprassive secrats.

The darkness, dint and dank cooleess nnst spell adventure and discovery for
spelunkers. Withont thern, we wouldn't know about the incredible stalacties and
stalagmites that hang down znd sock up o splendid arostic formations

It camses ws o wondar, Why such besuty o virmally vmssen places?

Hiking fior me is far more enjovable

I love beingz cwrdoors and breathing in the pristipe air of the mountaing. [
dalizht in the openness and freedom [ feel. Climbing to haights thar open o un-
imaginzhly ruajesnc vistas are sure rewards.

Tha mile-high hike was zruelmeg. But there was much beaufy alons the way
with a stream rippling alongside the steep path we were on. But, at the top,
baauty bevond cur hopes awaited

A platean of the clearast lake I'd ever sean fad by 2 thvedering waterfall took
our breath away. This same waterfall contimaonsly fod the stream that kad been
splashing and dancing alongside us as we climbed.

The highway below s not visible fom this protected, ciroular environment.
Becple dove by vmaware of the lidden beaniy. Tet the music of the waterfzll
never stops singme whether anyone hears It or not.

God, the Craavor of all things, places beaury in unssen places - becauzs,

He 15 inherautly beawdful and whether we can see it or not, he creates ir. And,
then, should we happsn upon 1, we are bleszed, inspirad and awed. His winsome
arstry declares his glory — much like the night sky that is far denser with stars
and plamers than our panral eys can see.

Whether in the bosam of the earth or atop a8 mwountain peak:, the joy of it all is
that we can neaver escaps his presepce. As Poalm 1390 Ta-8a, in The Massage,
asks, 5 there argpiace T oan go fo avoid your Smrt? IF ] ciimb to the sk, you 're
there! Jf T go wndersround, you e there! ™

His beauty is all encompassing, snd he never sleeps. Whether we see him i
Action or not, even unsesn places declare his glory; and, we can declars with the
Psalmust, “In Your presence is falloess of joy.™ Selsh

Muagical Lily Pad Jewel

Flag, ver intrreasely desigred lily pads
Sl vive lake waters rear the shore,
Llowly. _as if by magic._.fny buds appear.
Then tn the early morning sum,

A beaugfhl whire warer iy
with surslifne center
stamds upright;

Like a jewal! displaying its brilliance.

“Look af the liles. . ow they grow. _.

Lolomon in oll My glory was ner dressed
S beandfully as they are.
Marthew - 28 & 29

Ean and Jan love residing in the mowntains of Avery Coungy.  Fizit Jan's new hieg
il poureandconsidernet, Jowrneving with Jan; and Een'’s phorar ar henmeroppiho-
fasrapii com.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

Faul's “Theology 101"
By Shawn Thomas
Burke County

Tha Apostla Paul preached at Mfars Hill. He kas baen
crncized by some for it oot being directly based upon the
Old Testament scripiures. But upon further inspection it 1=
a0 amazing compendinm of Knowledge abous the Ooe Tme
God. Wotice what all he teaches the theologically inguisttive
Grezks about the nanre of God hera:

Paul zaid in werse 23: “What you worzhip i [ZHamanice,
rhiz T prociaim o you ™'

— M "The God who made the world and ali things in it " He teaches that He

is the CREATOR (In 28 be adds: “and He made from one man every nanon af
mynkng "

— 4 "Since He iz Lord of haaven and garth ” He teaches thar He is SOVER-
EIGH, adding n ;28 “having detennined their appointed omes and the bovndarnes
of their habitation ”

— M “dogz net dwall 0 femples made with hands " God 5 TRANSCENDENT,
Paul asserts, bevond our shilicy to contain.
— 17 “though He iz nor fizr from each one
gifus © Altbongh ranscendent, He is also Iv-
MANENT, present with ns now; as 228 says:
“for in Him we iive and mone and axist™

— 225 “nor iz He served by human hands

as though He needed anyihing " God 15 also
SELF-SUFFICIENT.

— 25 “since He Himself gives o all people
itfe and brearh and ali things™ He is the
FROVIDER of every good thing.

— 2B “For we also are His children ™,
"Baing then the childres gf God ™ The ons
e God is also FATHERTY in His attifude
towards all men

— 220 S ought vt fo think thar the Dhvine
narure is like gold or silvar or sfone. an
imaee .7 Here he teaches the SPIRITUAL
namure of God!

— 230 “Thergfore having overiooksd the
rimer of iznopance”™ He 1= also PATIENT towards mianking

— 30 “God iz mow deciaring fo men " This (od speaks; Hs COMMITTMICATES
with us.

— 230 “thar @il peaple evernahare .7 He is the TTHNIVERSAL God; not merely
spme “Tegional deiny” bt Lood of all.

— 230 “showld repenr” God 1s HOLY, He is moral. Sin is an offense fo His holi-
nass and nmst be repented of

— 31 “He haz fived a day in which He will judze the world” God 15 also the
JUDGE of all.

— 31 “through a Man whom He has appoinned ™ He did send His Son Jasus o
earth; He iz a MERCIFULSAVING God!

— 31 “by raizing Him from the dead, ~ He 15 OMNIPOTENT, miracalous and
powerful Mothing s too difficul: for Him!

What 3 trastize on the nanwrs of God, in cwly eighe brief verses! Ope nught
axpound thesa verses In months of semooens and pot begin to phuanb the depihs of
thiz commpendion of knowledge of God. It 15 maly Paul's “Theslogy 1017

/

i

Shwn Thoweas 1= Senier Pasfor af Pleazant Ridge Bapriss Church in Morsanion.
Hiz mezsages and devoiionals are available at waww shawnerhomas.com

Walnut Grove Church

The Importance of Worship
By Pastor Fourt Bomar
Avery Coumny

Feadmg through Genssis agam, [ came to 3 varse
that miftially bothared me Iis
Gen 8:20 Then Nowah built an airar to the LORD and,
faking some of all the clean animals and cloan birds, . f :
b sacrificed burnt afferings on 1L .

Feep in mind, the Ark had just landed and there is h 1 ﬁf!‘”
oo land life amrwhere on the earth. That means the AN D LN |
cargo oo board is not oaly valuable and scarce, it's coacial to survival. Any pair of
anmnals that does not reproduce in that gensraton is anmmancally exmnct

When Moah went on board he took ope pair of every unclaan animal and seven
pair of every clean antrnal. It was from this “clean’™ lvestock that Moak ook ze-
lecmve annmals and birds and sacrificed them Wots that this wasn't dowe for food
(whirh iz one reason
thiaTe Were exirs pairs)
bt just for a sacrifice
That's the part that
bothered me Twant
1o sav “Tosh, what
are you doing T This is
not the tme to waste
amy of the animals.
They need 1o 2et out
znd reproduce. Yiou're
going to nead them
later. When you have a
surplus, then wou can
zacrifice. Get praco-
call”

Bus then I was raminded of 2 couple of people who thought the same exact
thing as [ did

Tust bafore Jasus want to the cross he visited 2 homie for 8 mezl. While be was
there 8 woman cama 1o kim with an alzbaster jar of very expensive perfians,
which she pourad oo kus head as be was reclining at the table (am 28, By
reading thiz story in all four Gospals we leam thar thes event irmitated mwvo peoaple.
Ompe was a Phanzee and the other was Tudas. In fact, 1t was inmediarely after thes
event that Tudas decidad to bemay Jesus.

I can besr my ocwn thonzhes echo throwgh their mouths “why the waste?

We don’r have to read much fuather to see bow Jesus felt abant it “Leave har
alome” be said “She has done a beawtiful thing!™

Afrer reading the Master's words T realized a spiriteal mach that often contra-
dicts our worldhy thinking. It is this: In God's econonry, the act of worship is far
mara valuable than the item sacrificad.

After all, God made everything and owns everything. The value of what we
zacrifice is not nearly as nmportant as 15 our atimede of worslep, [ believe the sac-
nfices of Woah and Marv came from the bearr and that is whart pleaszed the Lord.
That's why he savs to the Pharizee to Judas, and to me: “Leave them slons. They
are doing a beannfal tupg. ™ In fact I thunk be would say, “If vou're looking for a
way to maly please ma—follow these suys, they™ve gor it Bmured ont!”

Conclusion Mo mamer what vour job: missionary or mason preacher or
plumber--worship ts the highest, most preciowns mipisry vou will ever perform.
Give God vour best and you will have done 3 beanfifil thing in His eyss. And
remembrer, Crod will be 2 debior 1o no man. Ha knows how to reward his children

Selah, (think about if)

Eurt Bomar is pasior of Walnut Grove Chirch
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Faithfulness
Bw Pazor Ed Couser
Yancay Coumty

I am a retirad A Force Blaserve chaplain. Dhuaring my
Jonmey as 2 chaplain, Thad the privileza of o stering o
soldiers who fought durdng WA 1T, the Forsan Conflict
“ietnam, Iraq, apd Afzhsnistan. These soldiars were will-
ing to give their lives for smoething bizger than themselves:
freedomn. Soume recarved the Bronze Star, Purple Heart
Silver Siar, few, the Medal of Honoo

As belisvers m Jesus Christ, we are soldiars inoour Lord's amny. As ks soldiers
we find curselves involved in a spirimal warfare (Ephesians &) My favorie
Christan aurkor refars to this spirtmal warfare 25, “the Grear Controversy,”
between Christ and His angel verses Saran and kis angels Yes, our spirtmeal com-
mandar, Tesus Christ, has won the war, but as His soldiers today, we find cuoselves
facing personal banles every day against our ensmy Samn. Safan atteopts to
inffusncs ws to lose our foons on Jesus, o dowbt His word awnd His promdsss. and
o forget our resl puorpose in life.

Fecenily, our first elder at our church, Wil Willis, died. He di=d on his 34th
birhdsy. Hewas a loyal, dedicatad, conunitted, faithfal follower of Tesus.
Becanse of his fzithfulness, ke believed o this promise in Feveladon 2:10; “ba
JSaitigfd wetl death avnd Jwall give vou the croww af Iife. " Wil demonstrated be-
ing a farthSal soldier three ways: his personal and fanly life fo others, and his
love for the Bible, Will was grateful 1o be raised ip 3 Christian bome. His dad
aud mom insolled m hire Chrisnoan valees, The Upper Laure] Baptist church he
attended as 3 young person and teenager helped reinforce these Christaw values.
Hea was 2 spirinaal laader in hes homs Teading m farpily warship. Teaching his
cluildran how to pray. MMany observed how he lovingly cared for and epcouraged
hig wife, Boonde and their four children. He was respectad by all in our charch
farnily. Fecogpized as a voumg man filled with wisdom bevond his years. Tn ad-
difien, ha assizted
with halping our
chuach family
minister o tha
needs of others in
ORI COMIOTINLLY.
Hs demonsirated
Chirizt love to
athers too. Sev-
eral months aza,
while sitting on
his front porch
with him1  He
s3id to me “Pas-
tor, oy desive is
o have a public
mesfing.” Afthis
public meeting
he wanted fo
share with others hes youney with J2sus i his barela with cancer Becauss hs was
zefiing wesker, this public mesting never took place. As he shared with me later,
“zod’s plan was A bemer than mine ™ What was God’s plan for him? The peaple
whom ke wanted to inviee to hear his public testivopny. beran vistting him i his
home. Hetold me “Sometime doring my visit with each ena, [wonld say, Tow 1
doa'tmean o preack’, bur I want o =l you sbout moy love for Tesns, His love for
v, and the hope [ have m Christ.” [ remember simng with Wil at kis bedside
fellowing some of these visits. Ha just praised and thanked God for this specizl
blessing for kim Al who were touched by kis lfe were reminded of 1 John 4:
19 “ W love Him, because He first loved us. ™

Will enjoyed studying the Bible. He believed and clammad the promises of our
Lord often. Owne prooise be would want me to podnt out 0o us is the promise of
the second coming of Jesws Christ. Thes iz the hope "Will had thes is the hope
he would wans each one of us to have too. One day soon, there 13 going ta be
2 ranurraction it the second coming of Jesus, Three of his favorits Bibls texts
regarding lesns zacond coming sre: John 14 1-3, 1 Thessalonians 40 13-18, and 1
Corinthizns 15 51-55.

The rasuaraction of Jesus as umdeniable. TWhen Jesus resurmected His friand
Lazams in John 11, it was undeniable. Whan Jesus comes the second aome, tha
resurraction of the rizhteous is proocsed, both the dead aod the living. I believe
Tesus and Will would wawt us to know that God's grace is amazing. That God's
promuses are mee. Will was 2 farhil follower of cur Lord. He believed in God's
promuses. There is ope promise that meant so nmch to hio, as & faichinl soldier
of Tesns Christ. It is foumd in Fevelanon 2:10: “be farkfel unro death, and T will
ive you the crown af Iife, © (etemnal life). Will had s hope, he would want s to
hawe it too!

Grod Bless Yon.

Ed Couzar is the pasior for the Bumaville and Erwin Hills Seventh-dny Adveniizt
Churches. Proviowsly he served churches i Ontarte (Camada), New Tork, Eentucky
and Narth Carpiing. He ale is a metived Chapiain, Linsenad Colone, having spent
2% v inthe US Afr Force. Pastor Couser, and B2z wife gf 2.7 years, Cavald have four
aduit children: Melisza, Egies. Maagn and D He erjioys sharing ihe love af
Jesr and encouraging omhars fo prepare for Hiz noon neturm

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

e College

By IMNina Mastapdrea, content managar
Avery Coundy

MNew Opportunity School for Women at Lees-
McEae College now accepting applications for
summer 218 session

BANNMEFR ELE M.C. — The New Opportunicy
chool for Wormen at Lees-McFae Colleze will kick
off its L4th vazr during the smmmer session funs
10-30, 20138, Begisiration for the session 1s now
open

The program’s mission 1s to nprove the educational, financizl and person-
al circnmstances of lew-inoome women who live in or hatl from the Southern
Appalachizn regicn.

The three-week residential session nclndes instmiction in creative writ-
ing, public spezking, interviewing and Appalachian liferanire. Experienced
voluntesr instructers also teach basic acconobng, computer zod resume writ-
ing skill: and how to navizate the college application process. Internships in
the local comrmmity provide the oppornnifty fo explore career paths. Womean
participaring in the program amend culmral evants, such as cowcarts, theatms
produoctons, and 2 sertes of lecturss related to local Appalachiaw culnirs

Thers 13 no cost o the smdants sitending this program. Assisiznce with
childcare costs and mavel costs are available. Applicants should have or ba
working toward a GED or kigh school diploma, be of low-income and have
an interest in a new career and'or kigher education.

“Omar mission 15 10 bhelp women improve their personal, educational and
financial circumstances,” said Tennie Harpold, director of the WOSW at
Lees-McFae. “Women who would bensfit from our program are those who
raally wans to improve thelr sinuation but need access o additionsl resonrces.
We supply the tools they need to fulfill their potentzal.”

Founded in 19287 in Berea, Kentucky, the Wew Cpportunity School for
Woner opened an expansion site at Laes-MMeFae Colleze tn Bawner Elk i
200%. The program 3t Lags-RcBze has now graduated more thaw 130 women,

For more informstion and o request an spplication, contact the MOSW
Director, Jennie Harpold, at B28-208-8203 or harpoldj@imc. edu.

Learn more about the Mew Opporfunity School for Women

Three new Lees-McEae College programs approved by Southern Asso-
ciation of Collezes and School: Commizsion on Colleges

BANIEFR ELE, M.C. — The Southem Association of Colleges and
Schools Comimission on Colleges (SACSCOC) approved thres new Laes-
WlcPiae programs and inclundad them in the instimation's existing accreditation.
Effective spring 2013, the three programis are health and wellness scisnce,
outdpor recreation managament and s onlins buasiness administraton
conpletion prograum,

Health and wellness scienca, within the May School of Wursing and Health
Sciences, prepares sindeats for careers in bealth promotion and cliznt-
focused leadership positdons. Stodents in the new program will take courses
and practice their skills in the advanced facility feamring 31.4 million in
state-of-the-art eguipmeant.

Both housed within the School of Business apd Management, outdoor recre-
ation managemeant 2od the ooline busivess adminisration programs offer a
varisty of ways to expand on 3 smdent’s individual passion.

The purdeor recreation management program is the nation’s only program
of ity kind found withm a school of bustness. Students can learn beyvond the
classroem by venturing outdoors to develop essential skills in leadarship,
program management and environmental stawardship.

The onlins busipess administration completion program zives stodents the
ability to finish a baccalanreate degree or zaio new skills to advance thelr
cargar Oaline courses offer working and vonmraditional smdents the conve-
nience 1o leam on their schedule, at their pace and on their tudges

Provost and Dean of Faculty, Dr. Todd Lidh, shared his excitement over
the accreditarion of the three new programs.

“The recent approvals mark both ap exciting new chaprer for the collzgs
and smdents as well as validation of the great work our faculty have puat in to
make these programs 2 reality,” Lidh said “Theze dynamic programs add to
the fabric of the collage, providing wonderful and snjoyable oppornnitiss for
smidents, staff. and facalty alike ™

The Southern Azsociation of Collegas apd Schools Commission on Cal-
leges is tha recognized regional accrediting body in the eleven U5, Southern
states aod io Latin Americz for those instimutions of kigher education that
award zssocizte, baccalaurezie, master's or doctoral degrees, sccording to the
SACSCOC website. To zain or waintain accreditztion with the Commission
on Colleges, an instifution must comply with the standards confaived 1o the
Principlas of Accraditation: Foundations for Ouality Exbapcement and with
the policies and procedures of the Commission on Colleges,

Explore the kealth and wellness science program, the ontdoor recreation
managemant program, and the online business on onr webste admimistration
comapletion program here,

Westled o the Blue Fidze Mountains of western Morth Caroling, Leas-
WlcFae College is a private, four-year colleze offering diverse baccalaure-
ata degress, strong athletic programs and cutsianding faculty. Field-specific
cargar preparation and hands-on learning enhance the broad core curronlom.
For more information, please visit waww lme.edu or call 828 808 5241,

Ning Mastandrea is the content manager gf Lees-McRae Collsse

www. bronews,. com
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It Could Happen in a Moment
Bw Allen Buchanan
Mirchall County

As T write thes arocle, onsside 3 Gesh blanket of snow is
covering the syound. The swow is sl falling since before
mudmizht and other than the howling of the wind ripping
across the top of my houwse all is quist Snow seems to
glways guisten things down. Ezspacially if the temperatura
falls draztcally and our rozds become slippery. For those
of v who don't like snow, [ wondser what it takes for
v e slow down, tike a deep braath aod rest. Periods of quismess are good for
the mind, body, and seul. et af tmes It can be scary,

Back in the nud-nineties. She! snd T dectded 1o take 3 weekend vacaton 1o Fi-
zeon Forge at Chrisnoas tme and see the lghts. Mot loagz after dark, we drove to
Cratlinbrare 1o see theirs. As we entered the rown aloagz with several other vehicles,
all ar once traffic carne to a balt While ar a standatll, we were looking around and
nonced there wasn't any movemant other than us and the opes wio bad followed
ns. The soesats, store windows, and sidewalks were litup and fally decorated
Spms stors doors were standing wids open The srangest thing of all, wot a single
person was walking the sidewalks Mo one could be ssen meids the uldings or
even in rhe cars in froat of ns or in the sne’s gomng in the opposite direction And
even far abead to 3 curve o the strest no ope could be sean. Shearr numed o me
and said, “did everyoae 2ot raptured ™ You wonld think so. With us s6ll on earth,
wa knaw that coulda’t ke Lirde did we kwow that on the other side of town, a
Chrisnnas Parade was o progress. Thonzh we've laughked abont that ocoarence
st omes frona that dav untl now, the rapmre will kappen smuneday, and people will
disappear.

In g momens, i the fwinkling of an eve, ar the last rump. for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall de raised incorruptible, and we shall ke changed. 1
Connthizns 15:52

When the Adult Choir at Baar Creek Bapds: Church sings the song, “Tt Could
Happen i A Mement™ the Haoly -

Spirtt meide of me quickly purs me

in that framie of mind Though I
haven't stood In oweniy-Two Vears,
whan Jovee Boooe begins oo Blow ber
mmipet an the beginning of verse twa,
Iwant o punp to my feet, dance and
shont “Pratze God, I'm going horoe!™

If you aren't already locking for
Jesus’ renurm, then soonething mnst
be wrong with your heart and soul.
Every dav, something that we've bean
wamed asbout infolds bafors our eyes.
People get ready, Jesns i= coming!

“It could happen in 4 moment! in
the twickling of an ave it could kap-
pen in & moment He conld split the
eastemm sk, though our hearts will feel
naworthy ves how happy we will be.
when the saviour comes from Heaven
when his blessad face we'll see! [ am hstemng every motnent, for the mizhny
mumpet sound whar 2 mue we'll have together when the saints will leava the
zround! all our tedling will be over! all our sommow and it patm! it conld happen 1o
& moment Jesus Christ could come agam! (conld come again) it conld happen in
2 moment, any mdnute of the day! be could call us bome to Heaven thers forever-
miore to stzy! hold the fort 3 lirtle longer in your smogzle over sin! Trost the Great
Comnznder’s pronse, He will suraly cmne again! 1am listening svery momsnt
for the nughty munpet sound what a time we'll kave together when the sainis will
leave the gromnd! all our twiling will be over! all ;o semow and its pain! it conld
happen in 3 wotment! Jesus Chost could comie azain! (conld coone again) Fesns
Christ could come agam?!!™

Joe E. Parks 15 the Author of “3% could happsn in a moment”.

Allen Bucheawan is a freelance Cheisian writer 4ilen atend: Bear Creek Bapris
CRurCHR

9th Annual Burnsville Fit Families DK

onMay 12th i fﬁs’
By Molly McCade |
Tancey Cownty :m} %‘

i i Eeamilees: ol

Bamsville 2C - The % Anems] Burnswnlls Fir
Families SE will take place on Samrday, May 12, 20017
witk a 9:00 AN race start tioe, The UTSATE cartified
5K course starts and finishes oo the Bumsville Town
Sgueare, munnirs tiransh dewmtown Buameville. Packst pick-up and race-day ragisra-
oo will be at First Bapdst Cloarch in Bumswilla, begming at §:00 AN oo race day.

We walcome munners of all azes. strollers, sroups who mn fogether, first-me 5K
mmners and experenced nesrs! We provide stocotkies, mnsic, and przes, and our
volumieers and comummmity provids motvaton and support. TWe enCmIrage Costmes,
crazy hats, bubbles, masic, noise makers, and all manner of silliness! The nerers are
really moovated by busimeasses and conwounity members along the course who show
thielt race suppon.

The Bumsville
Fit Families 5K
has z specizl
-‘: empleasiz on
engagmg youth
i and the surmound-
I i commmdty to
develop hfelong
fmess. All youth
= under 18 mn for

free! Pleaze plan o poin vs for dus fan even:,

Laam more aboat the race and register to participane ar kip: Voit 1y bif5k. Begiser
by April 24th o guarantee & t-shirt. Demails can be found oo our Facebook event by
zearching “Sfh Anmmal BFF 5K

Jomm ws after the race for the awards cerempony, bald on the Bumsville Town Sguars.
We will be siving our smoathies, prizes 2nd more!

We wonld like to extend a special thanks to the 20138 SE Title Sponser, Mountain
Connnunity Health Pampership, for their senercus suppom of this event.

Sudoku

Splunon on page 14

2

C SatePowd Nedia

* MHazardous Tree
Remouvel

= View Clearing

= Pruning

= Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE

Bucket Truck Service

Certfied Arborist * Insured + Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

SERVICE

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Relaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113

waw brenews.com
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NuwlittleMiesMaDmIl

Begins a “Lifelong Journey”

By Maron Stephan
MeDowell Counry

Serving as Little Miss McDowel]l has been a “once in a
lifetime jourmey . . .. I want to thank God for providing me
a.illhﬁeammngnppnmmuﬁ * With these recorded com-
ments, gired toward the close of the 2018 Little Miss Adc-
Diowvell pageant March 10, Addison Conningham summed
up ber year as Little Miss McDowell 2017, Shorly afier-
ward, Kayleizh Freeman, a seventh grader at East McDow-
ell Middle School, was selected o embark on this “once in 3 lifetime jouwmney™ in
2018

Awa Effler, a third-zrader at Pleasant Gardens Elementary School, and Stella
White, a sieth-grader ar West McDowell Middls School, were named second and
first ranners-up, respectively. Tessa Foss, 8 sixth-grader st West Middls School,
was woted Miss Congeniality by her fellow contestants.

The pageant fook place m the Bast McDowell Middle School anditormm.

Omn 3 stage decked with palm trees and tropical flowers, in lime with this year’s
“A Tiki Might™ themme. 22 contestants
demonstrated the results of week-long
rehearsals. They boned singing, dancing,
and acting skills, and displayed presenta-
ton skills and poise through an evening
E0WD Competition
incinded 12-vear-old Eaylhyn Fairchild,
twangzing out “Oh Darling™ in a country/
bluesy siyvie. Awa Effler, 8, croomed out
“I Will Always Love You ™ Her voice
Tose In intensity as the song progressed,
ending in a subdusd tone for the final
iteratiom of “T Will Always Love You.™
Hesven “Emerald” Greens, 10, in 2 pink
doll-like dress, and Pamricia Minor, 9, in
a white top and Howing skirt, applied
their own distinctive singing styles to
Dizney Studin’s “How Far I'll Go." In a
mellow voice, 10-year-old Hope Wike- A s
field expressed her longing for aplace  Kaplelgh Freeman Little Miss
“grhere I can take my pen and draw’the MeDowell
girl | mean to be.”

Jada Fairchild, 10, yvielded her dream-like voice fo the soains of “What 2 Won-
derful World, ™ while 10-year-old MMacy 5lagls lifted her woice in 2 plea that “God
Help Me.” Fyan Hunt, decked out in red and black as the ladybnz in Fames and
the Giant Peach, croomed out “Everywhere That Yon Are™ from the Disney smdio
movie.

In an acting performance, 8-yvear-pld Ava Buchanan donned a blue dress o per-
form Lucy's “T intend to be 3 qgueen™ monolpgee from
“You're 2 Good Man Charlie Brown. ™ Eleven-yesr-
old Tessa Foss, wearing the fraditional black garb of
A concert musician, manenvered her fingers across a
pizno kevboard to produce “WMy Heart Will Go On ™

Eleven of the 22 contestants displayed dancing
skills during the talent competition. Eayleigh Free-
mexn, 11, chicked her heels in a fap rowtine to “IHa Ba
Ma.” Eaudyn Johnson, 7, ascended fiom an oversized
music box to dance as & mnsic box fipunne to “Music
Box Dancer” Eight-year-old Faizan Crnommmde’s fwid
upward arm movements depicted the spirit of the sone -V Efffer Ind Runner up

“Rize Up.”

A combination of pymnastics and dance was the genre for contestants Fasda
Burnette, 7; Autumn Cliver, 11; Arhianna Cardeas. 7; and Skylar Wondy, 7. Miss
Wiody, sporting the blue pantaloons of the penie in Dispey’s Aladdin cavorted
#nd cartwheeled throuzh the genie’s dify, “Friend Like Mie ™ hiiss Burnette
flipped. leapt, and spon to e beat of “Chillen like a Villisn ™ A series of polished
Eymnastic movements, culminating in splits, distinguished Awtonm Oliver's and
Arhianna Cardeas’s parformances. The two danced to “The River” and “BidiBidi
BomBom * respactively.

Gyrations and leg lifis charactenzed Olivia Moore's flashy steps o “Shake Your
Groove Thing™ and Alyssa Hemphill's jazz dance to “Can't Get Enough. ™ Miss
Moore is § years old, and Miss Hemphall is 9.

Wine-year-pld Gracie Fohnson added an international tone fo the event. She
twirled an amray of nnlt-colored riblons as she per-
formed a Chinese ribbon dance to “Flower Dnom. ™

In 3 routine thar included amms circling npward
mnd ended kneeling in prayer, a white-robed Gianah
Pometti. 7, performed a praise dance to “Worth™
E].E'i.TI].—}'EB.I’—D]ﬂ Stella White, brandishing a sword 5
mdsmﬂd,aﬁmmd,mmughdmca,matahéwmted f
to “fight like 3 soldier _ _ _. 4l the final day.™ Kiiss
White was :hnl::ingtnﬂu} gospel'Christian song
“Brave.”

The Litile Miss McDowell pazeant was initiated Stella White 15t Rurmer Up
44 years ago by the McDowell High School Mavy
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (WIROTC), says Captain Steven Ross,
WIROTC instructor and organizer of the pageant. Its purpose was to serve as both
an NTROTC fund-raiser and a morale booster for the McDowell compunity:

The papeant itsalf is only one component of the Litle Miss McDowell experi-
ence. cnhminsting a week of infensive rehparsing,
fun_ and relationship-tnilding. In questionnaires
completed during the week contestamwts put interact-
ing with ofhers at the top of their list of positive
pageant experiences. “You get fo express yourself
and meet new people,” =aid Pairicia Minor, “T love
getting t0 know the other girls.” asserted Skylar
Woody.

Especially important, the girls noted, was the ;

uppurmmt_l.rm mh%ﬁehlmdﬁﬁg I | ,|
sisters SUPETY ENCOUTAEE COom-
e Nkt ek B R R Doy
hawe been making friends and having my big sister Sandra belp me. said Ahianns
Cardens=z. Alyssa Hemphill enjoyed “meeting new friends and hanzing ot with
my hig sister ™

The big sisters, in similar questionmaires expressed pleasure in ilding
relationships with their little sisters. Ariel Bevis noted that ber bond with Litde
sister Jads Fairchild “will last a life ime ™ Bebecca Bronghton enjoyed “color-
ing together” and “gefiing o brighten the weak of a little girl. ™ Lindsey Armier
notes that “after I leave ory siressful day at school” being around her little sister
“always brightens my day.™

Eatlyn Diavis said she enpoyed relating to her little sister, Stella White, and “all
the other little sisters. . .. Ir's really interesting to spend ome with somepns who is
yvounger than you are and to see their perspective on things.™

In a letter to pageant sttendses, printed in the pageant program, Hailey Comman,
cadet pageant divector, described the comradery that permeates the pageant. “The
little zirls, as well a5 cadets and adults, have had so nooch fon this week putting it
2l topether ™
Muarion Stephan iz a Chriztian freelance writer and aftends New Covenan? Com-
muriy Church in Marion.
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665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

765-9133

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

Lakeview Mercantile & Gardens

J & 4 Generation Owners * 33 Years Experience * New Merchandise

Garden Supplies
Seed
Annuals
Perennials
Shrubs

» Soils
Fertilizer
Pottery & Containers
Hanging Baskets

Find us on
Facebook

for Specials
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Grant Awards
By Carnl Layton, Director of Commmicstions

AMimictry Announces Matching Grant Awards for
Eampin® Up! 2018

Bapiist Children’s Homes of MNorth Carolina (BCH)
will nse proceeds from its upscale resale store, Fancy
Finds, to help fimd 510,000 n matching zrant awards
for wheelchair ramps built during Fampim® Up! 2015,

The zraots will be awarded to churches parficipating in the ramp-raising
marathon held in conjunction with Operation Inssmuch on April 28 and May
5. Fampin’ Up! is an onfreach of Morth Carolma Baptist Aging Minisiry
(MCBAMY—one of the many minisiries of BCH

Since 2012, WCBAM =nd Baptsts oo Mission, an suxiliary to the Baptist State
Commvention of Morth Careling have parmered to build mors than 850 wheelchair
ratmnps. While ramp builders generously donate their time and talents, mamy frail-
aging mdividnals canmot afford the full cost of ramp supplies. The average cost of
matertals for one ramp is $1,500. WCBAM Fampin® Up! matching grants will be
awanhdupmiﬂ%ufﬂnmulmstnfmamm]s—mﬂ:mmmnm:wmiufﬂiﬂ
PET TAmp.

Crperation Inasmach is a
national nooprofit that employs
proven models o motvate, Tin,
and equip charch leaders to
mobilize its members for serving
i it Eanilies and individa-
gls innead

In announcing the Fampin® Tp!
MMztching Grant awards, BCH

president Dir. Bichae]l C. Black-
well explained that accessibility
ratops are a wital part of WCBAM s mission to belp aging adults maintain their

independence.

“A key to mdependeonce is mobility to and from one’s bome,™ he said. “Social
isolation causes a dowoward spiral in emotional and physical bealth and we want
fo do everything we can to keep Morth Carolina’s aging zafe and part of the life of
their commminities. ™

BCH administers more than a dozen minisiry outresches to people of all ages.
From newhorns to centenarians, BCH shares hope with thousands throneh its or-
gamizational vision of “sharing hope. . changing lives.” Fancy Finds is located on
BCH's Mills Home campus in Thomasville and is open the first and third Friday
and Samarday of each month. The store feamres donstions of gently-used antique
furniture and home decor that have been crestivealy restored and repuoposed by
Fancy Finds. Hand-crafted products from local arisans are also available. In addi-
tion, Fancy Finds offers estate sale services, DIY classes, and custom repurposing.

Nt only do all proceeds from Fancy Finds benefit the mindsiries of BCH, older
children in care at Mills Home have leamed repurposing and customer service
skills as store employess. Grieving familiss have aloo benefited by the compas-
sionate care inmineic to Fancy Finde ectate sale services. And now, frail aging
adults in need of wheelchair ramps will benefit from the rezale store’s mission—
Bepurpoced for a Parposs.

NCBAM sal=o received a Special Projects grant from the Morth Carolina Baptist
Foundation. This generous grant will provide an addifional 52,500 i matching
funds for Fampin® Up! To meet the immense need, WCBAM is still seeking spon-
sors, individual denstions, and vohinteer ramip builders!

For more information abowt Fampm” Up!, contact the WCBAM Call Center at
877.506.2224. The matching grant application may be completed at www ncham.

org rampin--ap!
Information abont NCBAR
Morth Careling Baptist Asing WMinistry (WCBAW) has been connecting ndi-
viduals (65+) with respurces to mest their nesds since 2009, Through partnerships
with more than 4 000 churches and other organizatioms, MCBAM provides “help
for the joumey™ to Month Caroling's aging.

Senlor Adult Minlstry State Leadership Conference

Hit the mark in senior adult ministry!

PL_g,ing, Adules Inm:n'-.lting M HUSCEY
An NCEAM Leadeship Network

MWorth Carolina Baptist Aging Ministry (MCBAM) will host a State Leadership
Conference on May 1 in Thomasvills. Living Forward will provide leadership

fraining for pastors and lay leaders of senior adults. The conference will also be
enconraging and informative o senior adults themselves. The event will ba held
9-30am-3:00pm at Rich Fork Baptist Church i Thornasvills.

D Michsel Blackwell, president'CED of Baptist Children’s Homes of Morth

SAVE

THE DATE !

Senior Adult Ministry State Leaders h1p Cu"?ere nce

[wmg Forward,

May 1, 2018
Rich Fork Baptist Church
3993 Old US Hwy 29, Thomasville

Carolina will provide the kevnote address, Living Forward! Astendess will be
encouraged to maintain & positive attiiude and finish their races with joy.

Carolyn Hill Edwards, senior adult retreat planner, will provide the closing
address, “What's Your Calling™ Edwards will share how self-examination helps
leaders discover who they are in minisiry.

Six breakour sessions are also planned: Grandparents Faizing Grandchildren
by Laizs Henderson, Buildmg an Interpensrational Comnmmity by Josh Lail, The
bhuts and Bolts of Semior Adult Minisry by Sandy Gregory, Looking Forward,
Living Forward by blartha McDowell, Fediscovermg Your Bast Self by Whimey
Brooks, and Ageism and What to Expect with Azing by Elizabath Thomas.

Alonz with great mnsic, fellowship and food, exhibits from select vendors will
be on display and a Parade of Churches will showcase mmovative approaches to
senior adult minisiry. Cost for the conference is 510 and includes lonch.

HCBAM's “EMCORE™ ouireach to pastors age §5+ will also hold fellowship
and planning mestings during the conference.

The Living Forward conference is an cutreach of WCBAM's Leadership Met-
work, AATM (Aging Adulis Innovaning Ministry). For more informaton sbout
AATM or the Senior Adult Ministty State Leadership Conference. or to reserve
your space gt the May 1 event, visit ncbam org/asim or call 877 5062228 today!

Caral Layran is the Director of Commumications and Adminisiraion for NCBAM
ar Bapdist Children's Homes of North Caroling

| * Churches

+ Reunions

+ Holidays

+ Family Gatherings

Best Food
and Prices!

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC

828-678-338

www. bremews. com
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The Planting Season Is Here
By Pastar Steve Williams
Mirchell Cournty

Whenever vou gat o experisnce 2 lifle wann
waather, people stam thinking sbour planting their gar-
dans, T have found out thar the peopls who have the best
gardens are thoss who are willing to work hard and get
their hands dimy. Sea, you will never plan: a garden sit-
fing in voux recliner, it doesa’t work that way. You have
1 be willing to invest your tme aed pat great efor into
your garden If von ever expect 1o s2e a harvest o requm.
Again, grear gardens don't just sppear, vou have o be willing to work hard, aod
that ts what we se2 in God's Word.

Listen to what the Bible says in 2 Connthians 9:6-7 “Bur this T rqy, He which
soveth sparingly shall reap aizo sparimghy and be wiich zoweth bounnfiully shall
roap alre boumfudly. T Every man according as he purposeth i fis -"em" fu Tar
Fam give, wot grideingiy or gf necersity: for God loverh a cheerful ziver

E.L'El'_'.-' Farmier or hobbry gardever knows that 2 sead in a baskes will not pn:l-iu-:ﬂ
2 harvest Ves evervone kpows that in order to reap. one rowst be froitful and
diligear fo sow the seads. The principle is oue not oaly in the field bas also o the
lifz of evary believer. To sow bountifiully is to fovest in God's Eingdon, physi-
cally, spirimeally and fnancially, When we do this, our beavenly father retums
the investnent with His Fich Blessings. On the other hand sowing sparingly will
bring a small harvest and 3 small reward. Think abourt thes, you have never beard
2 Fammer or a Gardoer ever boast on bow small their harvest was. They are always
excited of bow mnch they prodaced. To the Fanner and to the CGardeer it makes
them happy to share or give their goods to others

Smce this is moe, believers shonld vot plant or give out of cold-heartad cal-
culation, bt Tom warmn-heared jubilation We should ot zive spintoally or
financiall by with 3 senze
of oblizanon, bt with 2
simcara heart concern and
generpsity. We have the
sreatest sead in the world
that can be planted, and
that seed is Jesus Chrst.
Femsrnber that our Lord
lowves and delights in the
kind of plant and giving
that comes from a chesr-
ful atimude. Take joy today
in the privilegs of bless-
ing othars with the saed of

Jazus Chost and helping others along the way, God has given you a wonderfl
zaad to plant in the bearts and lives of others. Do not sow spannely but give that
zaed to 83 many people as you can Why vou say? Becanse God Loves a Chaer-
ful Giver Fast a litle thoughe o leave von on. You are pever mors like Tasus than
when you are giving of vourself and sowme the sead of Jesus with others. So let’s
Zat busy planting this Spring.

Words of Wizdom

= Cor greatast weakness lies in giving up. The most centam way 10 succeed is
always to oy just one more tme Thomas A Edisca

= Femeamber thar the happiest people are not those getting more, buf these ziving
more. H Jackson Brown, I

= Findnass in words creates confidence. Findness in thinking creates profovasd-
nass, Eimdness in giving creates love. WA

= Won can never give anvibdng sway if your hands are always closed. DA

* [ samy this in 3 book: T have a motto ow mry badroom wall: 'Obseaclss are what
you see whean vou take vour eye off the goal " Goving up is not ooy style. T st
wanr to do someiling that's worthrvhule. WA

= When we bopesily 2:k ourselves which person in our lives mesns the most to
us, we often find thar it is those who, instead of giving adwvice, solutions, or cures,
have chosen rather to share our pamn and touch our wounds with a warm and
tender hand. BVA

A Litile Humor:

Alimle bov, who wanted 310000 vary badlv, praved for oo weeks bar nothing
happensad. Then he decided fo witte (GOD a latter requasting $100.00. Whan the
postal anthorinies received the latter to GOD, TS A they decided to send it to the
Prazident.

Tha Prezjdent was so imprassed, rovwched, and amosed thar be instricted hig
sacretary o send the bov 350000, M. President thonght that this would appesr 1o
b= 2 lot of money to the linle boy

The litfle boy was delightad with the 35000 and inveediately sat down fo wiita
A thavek yon pote 1o GO that read:

“Drear God, Thank you very mnch for sending me the money, However, 1
noticed that for some reason you had to send it doough Washington, DT, and as
uwstal, those devils took half of it

Just a thought:
If vou pever plant the seed of Tasus, what will happer and wha's fande will iz
ba?

Steve Williams is the Pasior of Berry Chape! Bapitzt Church m Seruce Pine.

0 Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to sbp’ijy our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure
to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has
weather proot polywood turniture, customizable tire pits, and our B == 4 f
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal '-1

work, Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com

Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
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PruittHealth Home Health

would like to take the
!_ o " opportunity to serve you
e Pr tt in your time of need! We

Ul _ -

strive to provide the best
quality services for your
home health needs.

Avery County:

(828) 733-1550 Our services include:

» skilled nursing

 physical, occupational
and speech therapies

» medical social work

* home health aides

Mitchell County:
(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:
(828) 682-7825

We serve Avery, Mitchell,
Yancey and surrounding
counties.

Pruitthealth.com
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Restore. .Rc: new. Revitalize.
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With a ‘(‘fs].)iu? st\ ne .
at Mars Hill! (/%”7%

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Do you need reliet from  Whatisa Respite Stay?
= Shorterm retreat in our beautiful

household or caregiving — communty

gl BRI (nat i = A private, fumished apariment with
reSPONSIDIITIES —for younell or ey col aeion

someone you love? Respite at Mars Hill * Regular housekeeping & laundry service
Retirement Community is the perfect option. * Delidous and nulitionally bolanced meals

Mars Hill offers a myriad of activities and social * Help with bathing, dressing & medications

i : = Social opporiunities, activities & outi
opportunities, meals, and support & assistance PPe i
= A change-ol-pace for you and your loved

in a warm, safe community. one that means much needed renewal
FOR BOTH OF YOU

Contact us at 828.689.7970 to learn more about our Respite Stay
Winter Pricing—a complimentary week with a qualifying respite stay.

www.MarsHillRetire.com * 170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754
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