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The Human Side of the Crucifixion
By Doug Harrell

Can vou imagine your father commg up to you and saymg “ I want vou
to volunteer to go be logged, sinpped naked, thorns pushed dowm on vour
head, subjected to all kinds of ndicule when you have done nothimg wrong
and have honored me your enfire ife™? | cammot magme the pain Jesus
went through.

"And he was withdrawn from them about a stone'’s casi, and kneeled
down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from
me: nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an
angel unte kim from heaven, strengthening himt. And being in an agony he
prayved more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood
Jalling dovwn 1o the ground. "Lake22:41 44 KTV

I have never sweated blood before but, accordmg to scientific fact,
if vou are under encugh stress thus can happen. We oft fimes forget that

David Pope, MD
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Serving athietes of all kinds, outdoor enthuslasts
and weekend warriors in Mitchall County
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Jesus was tofally buman and totally God and that He had the same ho-
man emofions that we all expenence. To willmghy to lay down vour hifs
for someone else may seem like something we would be willmg do if 1t
was famuly, loved ones, or even friends moght be one thing, buat to do 1t for
complete strangers, people that had not even been borm yet, people that
had done everything wrong in thewr lives and had not been good peopla!
Peopla whose hves were full of all kinds of sins, when vou had never
smned! Just think about this. It is tuly amaring from a homan perspec-
tive. Yet Jesus prayed, “Not My will bur Four will be done ™.

Every time I think about this I get goose bumps with the true bravery
that Jesus showed that weekend, human bravery, not just God’s bravery.
The next fime vou see a picture of Jesus on the cross, take time to really
lat 1t sink i, we are saved by Grace today because He had enough human
comage fo take the weight of all our sms on His unblemished shoulders,
bow His head and say, “Ir Iz Finished ™. Stop and gpive a true praver of
thanksgming when you say, Thank vou Lord for Your saving Grace whach
15 sufficient to give me efernal life with You m Heaven

Amen and Amen
2 MISSION
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EXTENDED HOURS

NON-EMERGENCY CARE

WHY WAIT? CALL 'N[ISSION
(828) 213-4444 MY CARE

189 HOSPITAL DR, SPRUCE PINE N o W
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Hospice and Palliative
Care of the Blue Ridge
Superman

By Brent Price, Cutreach Programs
Mirchall County

We are living in challenring times, o sav the least.
Sometimes in the midst of life’s strugeles and mamsdy we
desperately nesd something to make ns smile, chuckle or
perhaps langh ot lowd. Langhter is 3 gift from God and
perhaps thiz story will daliver on God's gift.

While attending college in Greensboro I worked for a
singing felegram service. Belly Busimess posted an ad in
their window that szid, “clowns needed™ and T applied for
the job. After a short “interview™ the owner hired me and booked my first party.

Make-up, fimny shoes, red nose. Address in hand, balloons m the back seat,
prepared o bring laaghter to children everywhere. There was just one little prob-
lem--- a problem that T dide't know was a problem. A problem that was waiting to
mmbush me smack in the middle of my mizsion to spread joy to 2 world ready to
eat lots of cake.

MNews flash. A sipmificant mumber of three to five-year-old children are horrified
by clowms. T entered the party smilmg sinring and camrying fistfuls of balloons,
Children screamed and cried Panic broke ot ﬂnenhﬂdm:adm:hm]:—uph:s
mother’s leg. Another fook refozs under
ithe kitchen table and chang to the table-
cloth when hiz mother ried to poll him ont.
It was not 2 pretty sight. We all enterad
therapy as s00n a5 we could get an appoint-
DD,

When I retumed fo the office my bozs
was eazer o know how thungs had zone.
Well, needless to =ay. I did not have a good
repart. She called the chent who voiced sat-
isfaction even though the children were “a
little afraid. ™ For now, moy job was secare.

My next assignment— anather birthday
party. My boss suggested to the excited
mother that perhaps the children wonld
enjoy a visit from a superthero. “Wonderfil
ides. All the children love Supermmsan.™

Cmce again, I prepared o enter the unpredictable world of children’s birthday
parties. I parted my hair on the side just like the ban of Seel. removed my Clark
Eent zlasses and entered the celebration prepared to save planet Earth The chil-
dren were beside themsalves. They langhed Thev wanted to touch my cape. I held
them for pictures. Held two on each knee Held thres Hald them all at once while
standing on one leg!

Superman was a hit. Mo children had been traumstired or scarred for life. They
all had pictures for showr-and-tell and once aggin-— my job was secure. But not so
quickly, MMan of Steel.

Om oy way to the car I fuomed fo the honse and saw all the children plastered
against the font window ready to witness my deparmre. Dhidn't see that one com-
ing However, it's amazing how fast you can think when you have to.

Smiling and waving, I ran past my parked car With raised hands in that classic
Superman pose, I leaped out of sight. Well, it might not have worked on you, bt
they thouaght it was pretty Impressive.

Mow, I had to zet back to my car. Crouching on the opposite side of the sireet. T
inched my way back to the passenger door of roy old brown Amhbassader. I eased
the door open, slipped inside. hmkerad under the steering wheel and resumed nyy
life 25 8 mild-marmensd stodemnt.

I mess it really doesn’t take omach to create 3 little bt of wonder and a whols
lot of jov.

Raverend Bremt Price is a chaplai at Hospice & Palliative Care of the Biue
Ridge.

And looking upen Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb
of God! John 1:36

B please Pray for
" Doug &Barbara Harrell
& Family

PHIL'S TIRE SERVICE
817 West Main Street - Bumnsville, NC 28714 - (828) 882-2421
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HOPE 4

MITCHELL COUNTY

HOPE 4 MITCHELL COUNTY EASTER EGG HUNT
MARCH 315T - 11AM-2PM
Thig 1= a great time fo reach our community!
Regstration: First Baptist Church Spruce Pine
Egg Hunt Riverside Park (Befow the Church)
Lunch: First Baptist Church

CHURCHES:
Donations: Eoge, Wrapped Candy, Food for Lunch
Volunteers needed for:

Giving out fliers, Registration
Help prepare and serve lunch
Leaders for age groups
QOutreach (donations), Clean up

Contacts: Janice Branch 828-385-6204
Church Secretary: 828-T65-93411
In case of mclement weather, all actwifies will take
place at Frst Baptist Church

The 95% Christian
By Pastor Furt Bommsr
Avery County

When I was in School, if T ever pot 2 95%: grade on a
test, I was deligheed at first Then I wonld look at the fest
and say “If I kad just dons 3 little better, smdied a lintle
harder, T could have gomen 100%.

There are a couple of Bible characters that I think did
25% jobs and as a result suffered Temendous heartache.

The first is Jacob. He ran away from his brother
and spent 20 years in Padan-Aram before God fold him o ream horme (to the
promised land). He obeved but when He was 95% there he stopped in a town
just a days jourmey from Bethel (wihere bhe was supposed to go). The town was
called Shechem. There he started puting roots down. As be did, his danghier went
info town to mest the girds of ber age. As a result the leader of the fown (named
Shechem himself) vislated Dinah. The resnlt was 3 revengful mass marder com-
mifted by his sons and an expulsion from the town. (Gen. 34 tells this tragic tale).

Pemember King Sanl He was told to anmibilate the Amalekites. (1 Sam. 15) He
had 3 great military victory, but be didn’t finish the job, jost 95% of it. The reqult?
It cost him iz kmpdom. Why? Because the Lord said “I desire obedience, not
(05%%) sacmifice™.

You might =3y “How do [ know I'm only 3t 95% 7" Here's the test. When God
speaks to you he does so through targeted strikes (like a lazar missile). He will say
“yom need to do this, say that, or go there ™ Satan on the other hand, m an attempt
to discourage ws uses 4 different tactic. He carpet bormbs. Satan says “you're just
not pood enough. you need to do more, be a beter person (withont telling you
what specificallly yon need to do).” Understand that if the voice inside is con-
demming yon, it is from the evil one. Satan condemns, and God convicts. God
=3ys “do this specific thing right and I will be pleased™. When you do it, you will
feel the pleasars of God.

When my children were yonns we kad a mile ahont obadience that they memn-
rized early:

Any two of the three is 3 95% Christan.

As we ponder this ourselves, let's listen to God's instmuction and grve him that
lzst 5% that will canse bim to say “well done my good and faithful servant™.

Selah, (think about it)

Kt Bowmar is pastar af Walmut Grove Church.

Blessed be the God and Father af onr LORD Jasus Christ, wiich according fo
hiz abundarf mercy harth begotten ns again wmte a lively hape by the resurmec-
fion af Fesus Clrisr from the dead, 1 Peter 1:3

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Care Ins.

*» VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Reagan Park

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth transition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Karen McDowell @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
* Call us for Reservation Program

Phone: {828
Fax: (828)




Guardian ad Litem Program

Local Courts Celebrate 35th Anniversary
By Jada Ellis McMahan -

f— -

“We are honored to celebrate
the Guardian ad Litem Program in
the 24th Cour Disrict inchnding
Mirchell, Madison Yancey, Avery
and Watanza Counfies, Our system
of justice conld not operate as it
was intended without our vohumteer

"We have one of the stronpest court appointed special advocate programs
the couniry,” said Cindy Bizeell, admimisirator of the Morth Caroling Guardian ad
Litem program. “The work of our volonteer GALs halps the court make the bast
decisipn possible in the lives of volnerable Morth Careling children ™

Esmblished by stamie m 1983, the North Caroling Guardian ad Litem Program
has been seTving sbused and neglected children for 35 years.

Pursuant to Morth Caroling General Statute § TB-601, when a petidon alleg-
ing abuse or peglect of a juvenile is filed n dismict court, the judze appoints a
volunteer Guardian ad Litem advocate and an atbomey advocate to provide team
representation to the child who has foll party stams in oial and sppellate proceed-
mgs. All Guardian ad Litem advocaies are rained, supervised, and suppoected by
proeram staff in each county of the state. The collaborative mode] of GAT. attor-
ney advocates volunteers, and staff ewsures that all Morth Caroling children whio
are alleged by the Diivision of Social Services o bave been sbused or neglacted
recaive (AL legal advocacy services.

A Brief History of Guardian ad Litem

1983

Guardian ad Litern is established in the Morth Caroling Adminisoative Office of
the Couxts by the General Assembly. (M.C.G.5. TB-1200)

1994

Guardian ad Litern completes the 1983 mandate to have 3 GATL Program in each
Judicial district. From the coast to the monntains, the program has staff snd volm-
tears in all 39 judicial dismicts.

20040

Guardian ad Litem staff create a marmal desigmed to encourage best practices
within the program.

2003

Guardian ad Litermn celebrates 20 years of advocating for abused and neglected
children in the conuart system At this tme, the program has more than 3,800 GAL
volunteers and attorneys serving more than 15,700 children.

2010

For the first time Guardian ad Litern reaches the milestone of having 5 000 volon-

ears.

2013

Guardian ad Litemn celebrates 30 years of advocacy.

2014

Guardian ad Litern once again reaches the milestone of having over 5,000 vohm-
TBETs.

2017

Guardian ad Litem provides for the best interest for a record 18,083 children.
2018

Guardian ad Litern celebrates 35 vears of advocacy.

ABOUT

HNrth Carpling Guardian ad Litem equips and rains comoumnity volunieers to
serve 35 independent court advocates to represent and promote the best interests
of abused and neglacted children and youths by advocating for their best mterests.
The Office of Guardizn ad Litem {(GAL) Services is a division of the Morth Caro-
lina Administrative Office of the Courts. Pursnant to G.5. TB-801, when a petition
alleging abuse or neglect of 3 prvenile is filed in district coart, the judge appoints
3 vohumteer Guardizn ad Litem advocate and an attomey advocate to provide team
represenfation oo the child, who has fall party stams in trial and appellate proceed-
ngs.

Could vou be the voice for a child?

In 2017, more than 2 400 abused and neglecied children and youth in Morth
Carplina went to court without somepns to advocate just for them. Volunteer to
become a Guardian ad Litem advocate and be the voice for a child.

Abont N.C. Guardian ad Litem

Worth Carolina Guardian ad Litem equips and frains comomnity volunteers o
serve as independent court advocates to represent and promote the best inferests
of abusad and neglected children and youths by advocating for their best mterests.
The Office of Guardizn ad Litem (GAL) Services is a division of the Morth Caro-
lina Administrative Office of the Courts. Pursnant to G.5. TE-801, when a petition
alleging abuse or neglect of 2 jrvenile is filed in disfrict court, the judge appoints
a volumteer Guardizn ad Litem advocate and an attomey advocate to provide team
representation to the child, who has fall party stams in trial and appellate proceed-
ngs.

Could vou be the voice for a child?

In 2017, more than 2 400 abosed and neglected children and vouth in Morth
Carpling went to court withoot someons to advocate just for them. Volunteer to
become 3 Guardian ad Litem Advecate and be the voice for a child

Contact: Erica Griffith Edwards
B2E-GB1-4T
Erica. G Edvrardsi@NCooumts. org
volmntesrforzAL org

Bur if the Spirit of him thar raised np Jevus from the dead dwell in you, he i
raised wp Christ from the dead shall also gricken your mortal badies by hiv
Spirit that dwelleth in yor. Romans §:11

CAROLINA HOME CARE

SPECIALIST, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Medicaid Covered Services Other Services

= In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
= CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
= CAP Choice = W& Homemaker Service
- Pediatric Murse Aids ~ Companion/Sitter
= Respite
Cur In-Home Aldes are supervised by a registerad nurse

who is available during all hours worked by the alde.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340
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MNEW 2018 RAM 2500 Crew Cab
434 [ aramie

BT LiRar Curmmins Diessd, Aulo Level A
Suspension, Healed Leather Seats and

mmmm

T

NEW 28 Jecp Grand
Cheroles Limited £X4

JOHN GREENE

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

MORGANTON, NC
75 8]

a
1-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. » Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337

www brenews. com
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ngh Country Prison Ministry

CFC
By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mirchell Counties

I thamk my God upon avery remembrance of vou, al-
Wiy i every prayer of ming for you ail making reguest
with jon for your fellowzhip in the gocpel from the first
dey umtil now, being confident of thiz very thing, that
he witich karh Begum a good work in you will perform it

umd the day of Jezns Cheiss: (Philippians 1:3-6)

What is 3 “Conmmnity Fumded Chaplain™ {CFC)T
In the MNormh Carolina Deparmment of Prosons, 3 Com-
nnmity Funded Chaplam (CFPC) is 3 person who serves
in & correctional seffing (prison) as a minister to the inmate populatdon, as well as
o prizon staff and adminisration. The Compnmity Funded Chaplain receives no
compensation from the state. By definition, the CFC iz endorsed by and compen-
sated throwgh some outside source(s), Le the ‘compmniry’
Interestingly. the qualificanons for service a= a CPC are the wxme a5 those required
of state fanded Chaplains. CFCs nmst hawe a Master's depres in ministry or 3
related field and nmst also meet the requirements set forth by the Associatnon for
Clinical Pastoral Education (ACPE) with an established mumber of credits eamed
in & climical setting.

The CFC mnst enfer nto a covenant with the Deparnnent of Public Safety and
Chaplaincy Services and mnst attend all required maining and apdates set forth
by the same. The greatest oblization of the CFC is to minister fo all inmates and
staff regardless of their relizgions affilistion. And the CFC ministers an average
of 25 hours per week within the instimtion he/she iz zssigned. Hours are spent i
pastoral care and counseling, assisting inmatess amd famdlies deshing with hospd-
talization and death of lowed ones. The CFC organizes and owversees the relipions
proeranvming of the instinrtion according to the operating procedurzs of the

As you can see, the CFC mnst meet strimgent prereguisites m ordaer to provide
munisiry within the gates and behind the walls. There are most imited numbers of
individuals who meet these prerequisites and an even smallsr percentage of those
who do meet them who are available to serve.

So, imagine my surprise when having been a pastor in Spmce Pine for two years I
was presented with the need for 8 Conpmmity Funded Chaplain at Avery Mitchell
Cormectional Instimfion I have been a pastor for thitty years, but also during thar
fmme served 2= a military chaplain in the 775, Aony Reserve. One of niy assign-
ments a5 3 military chaplain was to serve m 115 Military Confinement Facilities.
I spent periods of time serving in places like the Repional Confinement facility at
Fort Lewis, WA the U5 Disciplinary Barracks at Fr Leavenworth, ES and even
the Mawal Brig in Charleston SC. Each of these opportunities gave me 3 nnigue
nnderstanding of correctional minisoy

In the mid 1990°s T was privileged to eamn credits froon ACPE through an mten-
sive two-year process known as Clinical Pastoral Education. Little did T koo at
the time that these expenences would combine to provide me with such opporn-
nity &s the one I now enjoy daily, as CFC at AMCT!

Vet here I am, seeking o fajthifally fulfill the calling God has given me. If vou
hawe been a reader of thiz column for long yon know that there are many pood
things happening as a result of the ministry presence bere. But what you may not
Eknow 1= that your support of this minisiry is critical. Here is what we need. _

We npeed vour PEAYERS! Please pray for God's Provision for this ministry and
for the accomplishment of our mission to bring the Hope of Tesns Christ to thosa
who bive and work in this place!

We need vour FINANCTAL SUPPOET! A Conmmumity Funded Chaplain iz
provided through parmership with chnarches, individuwals and other zroups who
zenerpusly give to keep the Chaplain on the job!

If you are willing, please halp ns maintain this minisay at AMCT by sending
your tax deductble conmibutions mo:

High Country Prison Ministry
P.O. Box 161
Crossnore, NC 28616

Gropd Bless you for canmg for the incarcerated. and for your faithfnl prayers and

gifis!

Jody Griffin is pastor of Central Bapfizt Church in Spruce Ping and Commumity
Fumded Chapiin ar very-Mischel] Correctional In:findion.

Mountain View Corrections

Serving on the Insidel
By Diom Stafford
Avery and Mitchell Counties

What a privilege snd honor it is to serve the comnmanity
Churches of MitchallS and Avery Counties and tell the
story of Jesus Christ here at Momtain View Comections
in Spruce Pine, MC.

Many of these men accept Christ as Lord and Saviour,
and then want to be baptized. Usnally there ate abont 30-60 men baptizad each
year. [ have so mamy great stories to tell about kow God is working belind the
walls here at MVC. I wounld be glad o come to vour Church and share some of
these stores. Just give me a call at B28-467-1158 and we will arrangze a time for
me 0 Come.

The following arficle was written by a Chapel clerk about the Chorch at MVC.

“THE" CHURLCH, AND SERVING — ON THE INSIDE
Prizon is a third world coumtry o people “on the sireet™ By that, I mean they
kmow a5 noach about prison and life “on the inside,™ as they do sbout a third world
country, which is not very poach. They may have some ideas based on movies,

-
&

which may or may not be acourate; however, when it comes o religious life in
prison they really have mo perceptions abont what it is like. Three things come to
mind concerning relizious life at Momtsin View Correctionsl Institution (WWCT)
— the physical brick and mortar chorch; “THE™ Choarch - the body of Chorist; the
day-to-day serving of the Lord in the Chapel.

MWVCT houses 908 inmates in 3 facility originally desipned to house 556
inmabes, o space is 3 premdum. The Chapel exists in a 207 3 48" room. This
room inclwdes 3 worship area for 30 people, office areas for the Pelizious Ser-
vices supervisor, the Chaplain and mwo Chapel clerks, bookshelves fior the Chapsl
Library, a staff bathrooon, and storage areas. In addition, we have an matdoor
Mative American prayer circle, and the visitation area for larger worship services.
Space is very limited; especially when you take into consideration, we acCommmo-

date approximately 40 services and
service mot only Profestant groaps but
o ; also Manve American, Fastafarian
;‘ ._' Tehovah's Witmess, Catholic, Islamic,
H Moorish Science Temple, and Wicca
-% s © ®= | groups, 3z well as Alcoholics Anony-
mips, Marcotics Anonymous and CHI
! Thinkimg for a Change classes. With
| the small amount of space allotted,
we stay very usy rearmanging chairs
and equipmient, maintaining records,
and keeping up with supplies. We
accomplish all of this with one staff
supervisor; one comrmumity fionded
vohmteer chaplain, two Chapel clerks
I_!I:-ll and mumerous volmisers who come
fromn as far as two bours away.
The largest faith proup we have at
MVICT is Christian, and of the approximately 40 services and mestings, 26§ ars
for this group. This i= “THE™ Church, the body of Christ, at BIVCI. The body
of Christ bere is not very different from on the strest. We strugele with many of
the same things vou sttuggle with m the Church every day. Anytime thers are
imperfect people invelved, there are going o be personality conflicts; differences
of opinions; people getting their feslings not. We are po different  The men hete
stuggle with walking in the spirit and not in the flesh with hst of the eves and
impure thoughts and language. Many are fathers and hosbands stuggling o keep
those relationships alive.

Char congregation is non-denominational We come together more as brothers
in Christ and bess as Bapdists, Lutherans Penterostals, etc. Our worship is free
of those hindrances so often associated withon the body of Christ on the sreet. If
I had to pick one of the most vital paris of the Church inside, it would be prayes
The men here are prayer warriors extraordinairs. They have lots of time on their
kands and they make good use of it in prayver and studying the Word. MMany of the
mven are young habes i the Word, stll not ready for meat. Youo can help by pray-
ing for them to have discermment in the Word and in the difference betwesn mue
and false teachings.

Serving in the Chapel is & blessing. even when serving the different faith
groups. We have many oppormnites every day to pray for the many false teach-
ings and lost souls who come throngh the Chapel door. You can feel the darkness
when sitting in the same room with these syoups as they proclaim their beliefs to
one another Prayv for ws as we wage this battle in prayer. Pray for us to be strong
and conragecus and thar they may see Christ mns. Christ died for all man’s sins.
He loves these lost men and He desires for them to come to His cross to receive
His saving grace.

Dom iz the Paztor of Ledeer Baptist Church and a chaplin ar Mountain Fiaw
Corrections
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Challenges of Life
By Doug Harrell

A pew day dawns, the fnes and situations change
daily. The question is, can we adapt and change with
the chanpes we face daily? As [ have grown older, the
need to trust and allow each day to be led by the Lord
becomes even more evident. I think i the earlier vears
of our lives wea fee]l that we are invincible and indestrac-
tible, tut with age this tends to chanpe. We see, and
fael, the changes in our body, and sometimes even our
mimds, as the years go by, The frequency of fimerals becomes more in our face
as our frends and classmates bagan to crossover the river of life to the other side.
We realize that our days are puonbered here on this earth. 1 Peter 1224 (KTV) Far
alil flesk [i5] az grass, and ail the glory gf man az the fower of grass. The grazs
witherath, and the fower theregl fallerk away:

When we begin to really come to grips with this, it can become really a urden
unless we have a me relagonship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,. With-
ot this relationship. our fime hers on this earth is a5 an empty vessel Death is
jqust the end of life. nothing more to it. There is no hope there! We can be pood
people. but there is sHll no reward and no eternal life m heaven. I know, the athe-
ist will just langh at this. but the Bible fells us that. Prowerbs 1:7 (ETW) The fear
af the LORD [ic] the beginning of nowledge: [but] fools despize wizdom and
instructione. All we can do is to let our light shine so that they can see Jesus i our
daily lives, and hopafnlly we will be able to witsess to them in such 3 manner that
they will come o a0 understanding, and a relsticnship with Fesns, that is personal
io them. There are situations that we somnetimes face with our family and frends
when we are ndiculed and laughed at for our beliefs, take the tme to pray for
them because it is tuly thedr loss, as well as ours, when we realize that desth in
their situation will oty separate us for etemnity.  Jolm 14:2 (KTV) Jr ory Father's
howuze are may mansions: I 1t wera] not [zo], Twould have told you T go fo
prepane a place for you.

Hopefally we leam with age and wisdom to sing the song “What 8 Friend We
Have in Jesns™. The first verse resds “TWhat a Friend we have n Jesus, g1l our sins
and grief to bear! What a privileze o camy, everything to God in prayer! O what
peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, All because we do not cary,
everything to God in prayer.”™ 1 pray that we keep leaming, not sure that we ever
completely learn, to do this daily. I pray that each of you, as you read this today,
will mke your cares and concerns o the Lord in prayer. Onoby He can ouly give ns
the “Peace That Passeth Understanding™, God Bless!

Doug Harrell iz a life-dong resident of Mitchell Couniy, Chwmer of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member gf Bear Creak Bapiist Church and Publizher gf the Blue
Ridea Christian News.

Bear Creek Baptist Church
What Can We Do?

By Bruce Cannaon
Mirchell County

"o 5 our ngfuze and siremgth, @ very present Relp i
ronbig. " (Psalm 446:1)

Omce again, our hearts have been broken by an act of
terror oo one of our naton's school campuses. As of Felb-
ruary 2018, inchading the shooting at the hizh school in
Parkland, Florida, there have been five school shootngs
in which a gum was discharged and victims were either injured or killed this year.

We mmst ask ourselves several gquestions and answer those questions. Cne,
why? Why would someons o onto a scheol campuos with the intent of urting or
killing imnocent students? How can amyone do that? The answer has to be: exil.
The person commmitting the desd has to be fillad with evil thereby discounting the
value of life. The problem with school shootings, or any other type of violence
imvolving 2 gun, is oot with the ownership of gums but with the lack of conscience
on the part of the individual perpetrating such an act. One possessed with evil
will use whatever tools available to bring about viclence.

Om Augast 12, 2017 a car was droven into a group of pedesimians in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia leaving twenty-six injured and one dead. On bay 18, 2017 a
car was driven into a group of pedesirians in Times Square leaving twenty-mwno
injured and one dead. When one iz possessed with evil aoy fool can be used to
bring about harm or death

The most important question that st be asked and anowered is: What can
we do? What can we do in 3 nation where Tudeao-Christian valnes have been
compromised for decades? What can we do when we now are in our sscond or
third generation of Americans of whom mamy kave been raised without Biblical
maming? The prophet of old said “For they have sovwn the wind, and thay shall
reap the whiriwing: " (Hosea B:7) The apostie Paul said, "B not deceived, God
iz rot mocked: for whatzoever @ man soweth, that shall he alzo regp.” (Galatians
.7y That last verse not only applies to an individeal; bat also, to 4 bome crio a
pPErson

First, we must see acions such as the school shooong in Florida as wake-up
calls. As we head toward the coming of the Lord for His bride, the Scropiures
teach, “4dnd because imiguity shall abound, the love af many shall wax cold. ™
(Mlatthewr 24:13) Iniquiry is abounding. Love is waxing cold. And, we are fTying
to raise our children and grand-children in these conditions.

Second, we must return to the God of our fathers. We nanst bomble ourselves
before Him seek His face, mm fom our wicked ways (as believers) so that Ha
will hear from hegven, hear our prayers and heal our land.

I am genuinely concerned sbout what the condition of our nation will be in the
next years ahead if we do not do this. What schoels will be next? Will there be
one in westermn Morth Careling which will have an srmed intruder enter therein
for the purpose of lurting and killing students? How we need His protection,
His provision and His power! All of the schools, without exception, which had a
shooting have stated. “We didn’t think it would happen here ™

Third, traim up children to know rght from wrong and to howor the old-fash-
ioned belisfy that made this nation great. Train them to respect and semve the Lord.
Teach thern His Word, His Will and His Ways. Madel before them Christlikeness
= they can see what they moest do. Withont that they are lambs among the o
znd he is seeking to devour

Finally, jom me in desp prayer that God will have mercy on our nation, hear
our plight and mush to our rescue.

Rav. Bruce Cannon currently zerves as the Senior Pastor off Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bokersville. Formerly he served as Divector of Missions for the Bladen
Baptist Arcociation and has semaed on the General Board of the Baptizt State Can-
vention gf North Caroling.
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Christian Action League
Billy Graham Spoke to America, Hs
Social Issues and Told Us How 1o be Free

By Dr. Mark Creach

Among the dozens of things written about Billy Gra-
ham afrer hiz passing earlier this week. was something I
found on the Freedom from Belision Foundation (FFEF)
wabsite.

o a statzrosnt about the world-renowned evangelist's
dexth, FFEF noted a mme when Christopher Hitchens,
who has been hailed as an antitheist, was cace asked if he believed Billy Grabam
was an evil man. Hitchens replied, “Yes, disgustingly evil mamn.”

The artcle then went on to argae that Grabsm worked 1o destroy America’s seo-
lar sovernment,

“igrabam helped commpt America’s secular foundations by dding the wava of
ralizious fervor mothe 1930s, which browght widy it ‘under God’ inm tie Pledze of
Allegiance, the Capitol prayver room. and ‘In God We Trist’ 2@ a nafional motte.”
said FFEF. “(zraham leaves belind a legacy that has severely damagad our Consti-
tufion sed the wall of separztion batwseen smate and church FFEF will contirme to
work to vmdo this legacy™

[oterestzely, opiumioas shous Grabam and bis mapact ow politcs vary, Groups
aa the far Left like FFEF. think that he was too iovolved. Many argne that be was
newmal Whils odeers claim be should have done more

Cme thing s for certain; howevar, Billy Graham bhad a ot to say about Amienica
and its many social issnes. Moreover, ke fold Americans how fo be fee and o stay
free. Here are some powerful remarks be made;

“America has probably been the mest successiil experimens in history, The
Amencan Dream was 8 glodous amempt. It was als oo a raligions foundaooen Iis
earlisst concepts came from Haoly Scriphare ™

o

“Tow can put @ public sohoo! and universite in the middie af every block af avery
ciny i America — buf vou will nover kecp Amearica fronn rorng morally by marg
intgllechial aducation.

ol
“T halieve America bas gone a long way down e wrong road. [Mwe ever neaded
God & help, i is mow, ™

]
“iZod horered and Diessed America as few nafiens in kiziery. However, in recent
years ihe nation has been maving anway fhom iz religious haritage.

ExEEEEE
A terrjfieng spivitual and moral Sde of @il has alneady loozed s fhom our spir-
fual mooringz. Monsirous new fdeas that could easify desimoy owr freedoms are
FUTRIME Mo the vaecus.

EEETEEE
“Erarituall), we ke wandered e fhom the fimih gf owr fathers . no nation Sl
relezanes e Bibile o the backeround, which dizvegards the love of God and flows
fhe claims gf the Man of Galiles, can lang sundve. ™

EEFFEEE
O gonvarriment 15 certamly pomg o ol like 9 rope of rand i wnsupported by the
mioral fabere of God 5 Word, The moral Tiruciuee i our courniry grew from Judeo-
Chriztian ropis, When thare valuer are applied, thay produce moral iz, Bur i
rhat siructure disaopears, the moral senmmans thar shape & owr naton & zoals will
disampear with it "~

Graham also spoke aut praphescally abont the social issues of our day.
Begarding the isvue of race, Graham said:

[o Clhiist, the nuddle wall of pamiton bas been broken down. Thers is no Jaay
no {rentile — no black. whtte, yallow, or red We could be ope great brotherhood in
Jesns Christ However, nadl we come to recognize Him a3 the Prince of Peace and
receive His love o hears, the racial tewsions will increase, racial demands will
become more 1mititant, and & great dezl of blood will be shed. The race problam
could become another fame out of control!™

“Cralv Grod can break down the natowsl and racial bamders that divide men today,
Cinly Grod can supply thar Love that we st have for our fellow man, We will never
eld the brotherbood of man upow earth mefl we ars belisvers m Fesws Christ.”
Eegarding the izzue of abortion, Graham said:

“The Bible does not suppart the indizcmminate pracice of abortion. Aany af the
gmeal characiers of the Bible, suck as Jeraneiah or Jodm the Bapsist, were chocen Iy
God Before they were barn. Moy people foo! that an excepifon meight be made m the
casa of incest, rape or whan ife mother & [ iz tn danmger Tihink in these mstances
fhe decisions must be based on ndhicual cazes and the sevfons maral and geirifual
implicanions mist be cargfilly considered. For exomple, some gf the grealest peaple
wirgn I have evar mer were bomm as a result of rape. I am thinkng, for exampie, gf
Erhel Wanars, wha aiid mowe than almast any parsan fo pave the way in Holliwood
anid New York for black peopie o be im show buzingss, She waz the gueen of black
stars. Laser whan the gave har iife whoily to Chest, she joined our reaen. Erhel
staped with ws_fhe vy vears and was loved by people all over the world. Sunpace
har thirteen-year-oid maorher who had been raped, had chosen aborion™ The waorld
woidd ke never Bnovn Erhal Faters. And T conld name many like her ™
Eezarding the izsue of religious freedom, Graham said:

“The framers af our ConsSiufon meant fuat we were o have freadom of maiizion,
it freadom from religion.

Eezarding the issue of same-sex marriage, Graham took ot full-paze ads in the
larzer daily papers i Morh Carclms supporting 2 stae constmnonal amendment
thar wonld define mamiage as one maw and coe wornan, whick raad:

“Ar 23, Inavar thoughit thar we would have fo debate the defininon of marriaze

The Bibic iz clear — &od t dgfinition gf marriage i1 berween @ man and a waman. J
want fo urge my fliow Norrh Carolinians to vose FOR the marriage amandmant on
Tivgsalay, May 8. ™

It couldd be arzued thar Grabam spoks to the issue of Tansgendenism when ka

“Aneient Ristorians el uz thar one of the nmeprams gfa declining chilization s a
deserualizaion gf the human race, with men becoming more gfifemingte and woran
becoming morg mazcuiing, mor only in physical feppearance] bur i thair basic
CRTFEC RS,

Eegarding the issue of gambling, Graham said:

"It is the sin of avarice which causes gambiars fo have finver in thetr blood and
arives them on, reckiesrly hardemmng their hears uniil they have lost not only thetr
mongy but thetr zowis.

Eegarding the issue of alcahol, Graham said:

“Liguaowr I3 not necesrary aither far health or for so-calied graciows [iving.. It is
the cawse gf wmtold sovrow, syffermg, and material loss, noi fo mantion the spirimal
implication: of drinkisg. ™

It coudd rmghily be contendad thar Grakam spoke to the ourent opioid crisis,
although not directly, Grahan once said:

“Tolumes cowld da written on the problem of fdrugl addicion. Millions qf barbi-
furaies are swallowed evary night fo help the naiion sheep. Millions gf mangquilizers
Erep no calm during the day, Wolons of pep mills wake wr wp in the moring. The
Bible warns thar these fighe from reality bring no lastng sangfacrion. ™
Graham obviouwsly understood something that FFEF and nmch of the naton sall
doesn't understand today: Cur freedom is bovmd vp m owur relationshp to the Cre-
Ftor

W were mads by God in His image. TUnlike sy othar pat of the craation we
possess supenior insellecial, maoral, snd spirimeal faoultes. Mot importanty, man-
kind has been miven a will to make or mar kis destimy, o climb in life or o sk to
the depths

Grakam repeatedly reminded us that liberty apd s maintenance is & profound
spinmual marer 1D is desply rocted m divine sonship, sod the oage of God in man
is defaced whenever cur relztonship to God is forgomen and we see ourselvas anly
as children of this earth.

Grabarn said it over and azzin, if we would live free both persowally and corpe-
rately, we must repant of our sins, recerve Chiist as Savier, and embrace His Laord-
:mé:lud; iz not evil. Ir's the opposite contention thias’s “disenstmety evil ™ Wa have
sean It plaved out thowsands of tmes throwghont history in murder aed mevbem,
Whenever we choose something other than what a loving God inended. in comes
the sirong man, o oomes the despot, whather Iiterally or Egvoacvealy, o fll the
vannun and kind as to nusery

Raverend D Mark Croech 5 Executne Director of the NC Chrisnan Action
League. Tou may contact him arf rev.marforecchoichriziianaction/eague.org or
RIR-FET-Ga0a

Eemembering Billy Graham

Ha never forgot the Lord, and be spread the message troughout the world.
Salvation is the key. Coming o Chorist is 2 mmst. Make Hito your Lord and Savier
Billy Graham hes gone home to be with the Lord. He was a good and farthfil

servant. He will rest now.
What will yon do?
Jobm 3:14 Eing James Verston (FCT0V)
18 For God 2o loved the world, that he gave hiz only begoren Son, thar whaso-
ever believeth in him should nor pevish, but have everiasting life.

vrw brenews com
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Billy Graham Evanaelical Association
Spiritual Heart Disease
B Eilly Graham

Mote: The followng message comees Tom 3 sermon
preached May 23, 1937, dunng Mr. Grabam's histonc
Hew Yook Crasade.

—The Editors

How tomight T want wou to mare with me to Prov-
erhs, the 231d chapter and the seventh verse: “For ag
[man] thinketh m his heart, 5o 15 be "

The word beart is wsed in different ways all the way
throngh the Scriptures. I want von o s2e towizht the meaning of the word hear
from the Biblical pomnt of view.

The Bible says that “an loekerh on the outward appearance, bur the Lovd loo-
kath on ihe Reart™ (1 Samuel 16:7) When God looks at a man, He doesn’t ook 1o
sea the color of his skin. He doesn't look o see the kind of clothes he wears. Moo
does He consider kis social posicon. The Bible says that God looks upon the heart
o z2g what vou are oo the inside—ibe thoughts, motves zupd intents of the beart.
The queston I wan? to ask svery one of vou tonizht is this: Is wour keart right with
Grod? And if it's not rizght, before yon leave here tonight [ hope you'll allow God
to make it right.

The Bible indicates 2 graar dezl abons the condition of the sverage person’s
heart. In Proverbs §:18. the Bible speaks of a “hearr thar devisedh wicked mmagina-
figns. " In other words, the Bibla says that your heart is full of evil nagizacions.
And the Bible says, o Jeremiah 17:0, that “the haart i decerglyl above ail thingz,
and desperanel)y wicked: whe can fow i7" Your heart is deceitfnl. You can't trust
it, if vou're ourside of Jesus Christ

Jesus said, i Marhew 15:8, that our hearts are far from God: “Thiz people
dranweth nigh weie me with thelr mowrh, and Ronoureth ma with ther ps, but
rherr feart &z far from me. ” Thivk of it now. Thera are many of you bere tonizhs
whe go fo charch Yow sing oo Sunday moming. You go thronzh the rimesl of the
Itturgy of wour church. With vour mewth, you honor God. But vour beart is far
from Him Your beart—iyour real self—is taken up with the thrngs of duis warld

Yo heave very little time in private for God. Youn spand far more tims watch-
ing felevizion than vou do reading the Bikle. You spead far more Tme reading the
prass and reading novels than vou de e praver Yon dow’t have time for God. Your
heart is a long way fom God tonizht

The Bible szys thar our beants are dark. Fomans 1:21, “Beoaise thar, when thay
ke Gad, thay glorified hime not az God, neither were thanigful; but became vain
i their imaginaiions, and their foelizh heart was darkenied ™ The Bible teaches
that wour heart s dark because vour spirimal eyes have been blinded by the zod of
thiz age. Let Him open the eves of vour hearr,

And do von know the grearest smmibling block to the Eimpdom of God?
Aurder? Mo, Dnmkenness? o, Adultery? WMo, pride. Mote people stav out of the
Eingdom of God becauze they're prowd than sy other reazon. We don't like to
hmmble curselves and come to the cross of Chrrst, and =y, “0 God, I'm 3 siomer ™
The Bible szys that our bearts are rebellions. “Bui s peaple hath a revaliing and
a rebellicus hears; thay are roveited and gone” (Jeremizh 5:23)%

And the Bible teaches that vour heart can be hardenad. The same sum that
shines on the clay hardens the clay, but it mealts batter. And the same Gospel that
is preached bere tomizht will soften some hearts untl they will yield to Christ, s
it will harden others. And it's possible for you o harder your heart by delayinz to
recaive Christ untl it is o bard that, when God speaks, yvou no longer hear Him
How, what 15 God's artinade toward our hearms? The Bible say: He kpows the
heart: “5Shall not Gad seanch thiz owt” For he Inmoweti the recreis of the heart™
(Paalm 44:21%. He kpows sl vour secrets. Tou don't hids apvihing from God He
Emows every singzle thing thar poes an thers,

The Bible says that He saarches the heart, Think of it The zraat God of Haaven
searching vour heart. He's in thers searching and probing. 7 the Lomd zearch tha
hagrr™ (Jaremizh 17-107.

Then the Bible says that God ponders the beart, “Every way of g man i rgin
i o5 o aves: But the Lord poncereth the hearsz ™ (Proverbs 21:2). You can
rationalize that the way you're living and the way you're doing is all rizht But the
Bible savs God deesn't take your evalnation and your judzment The Bible says
that God ponders vour heart—meditating ow it, evaluating i,

And the Bible savs God weizghs the heart. T want to ask: Do vou weigh enpugh?
Hea wetghs vour spiual life n comparison to the Ten Commandments And
the Bible says that every one of us have broken those Ten Convnandments. Ha
waighs vou by the law of conscience—the mmeas your consciencs spoke o you,
and the omes vou rejecad the voice of your conscience. He also weighs vou by
the life of Christ. And noae of us weigh epough. We all come shoat of the glooy of
Grod (see Fomans 3:23). We'ra all sippers in the sight of God tonight

Wow, there’s something els2 in Scnprure The Bible tzlks aboas the heart of
Jesus. The Bibla falks abourt the shedding of the blood of Jesus Chorist. And all
the way thronzh the New Testament, you have the expression the blood of Chnst.
What does that mean” That means that the heart of Christ, in its compassion and
in irs love, bled oo the cross for our sinful hears. His pure heart, His perfect hear,
His glorous beart, His loving beart, His tender bheart. His compassionate hear—
bled on the cross.

And when they put spikes mn His hands and 2 spike throngh His faer and they
pas & spear o His side, pear His heart, His heart blad literal drops of blood foras
Grod says, “Wirhouit the shedding of biood theve is no remiszion gfsin®” (CE
Habrews 922 Whar did He maan” He meant that without the dezth of Christ
there conld be oo forgivensss of sim. Do you koow why? Bacanse vou and [ have
broken the laws of God Wa deserve death, mdsment and beall. But Jesus Chist
wanf o the cross and bled and disd in our place.

And pow God says. T command ) Tove roward yvou, that, while you wene pet

simmars, Christ died for vou ' (Cf. Bomans 5:8). And God savs, “He made hine wiho
Enew ne zin fo be sin for e ™ (O 2 Cornthians 5:21%. It's a moystery, that death
of Chirist, the sreat atonement of Christ. Mone of ws cap understand its daprhe it
hatglt or itz breadih. But we do know s thar in some nyvsterions and glarious
way, God was in Christ, reconciling the world oo Himiself at the cross. He bled,
znd His beart was broken for us.

The Bibla saxys that God alse prapares your heart by the Holy Spirit. "The
rreparanions of the heart in man .. i froem the Lord ™ (Proverbs 16:1).

And last of all, the Bible gives us this gloriows proause—:hat God will give yaa
A new heart. If vou will come to Christ and sumendar vour beart to Him, God says,
“T'll take owt the old beart. I'1 put o 2 new one.” An old beart will not do. He
st give von a complaely new beart. God doesn’t ust patch you wp whan you
come to Himm. The Bible zavs, “Create in me a clean beard, O God, and remew a
right sperit within mae. ™

And in Ezekiel 34, the Bible says, "4 new haarr also will T give you, and a new
spawit wildl T pes within you! and Twill fake away the steny heart out af vour flasi,
ard Twill grve you an hear? gf flesh. ™

Wionld you like to have 3 pew beart tonight? Change the whels direction of
your living. Change v whole moral life. Change your afectons. Surrendar
your life to Christ aud have Him give you & new heart

It's called regeneration. It means that God will give vou 2 new life—a new
direction to your life, new thoughts, new energies, new ambidons, new directions.
Tha Bible savs that three things are necessary. First, youw moast be willing to num
from your sins. You nmast be willing o renounce sin. Sacond, you must comomnlt
znd sarrendar your life to Christ. By that, T roean yon give in to Cherst as wour
only Savier You're not saved by jeining a clirch, Yow're not saved by Iiving 2
geod moral life You're saved ovly because of the grace of God in Christ And you
st cormnit yoursalf to Chrst as youo culy Savier Are yvou willing to do thst”
Than the third thing: Yo must be willing fo fellow Him, semve Hon, confess Him
and ackoowledse Hom. You must be willing fo go back to the Sacrory and the
home, and stand ap for Christ

Are vou willing to do that™ Lat Him changa vour life and forgive your sins,
1857 BGEA

Scriprure gquotations are fzken from The Holy Bible, Eing James Versicn.
Swrrender vour heart to Chaorst now.

Last Column

Ev Billy Graham

Shortly before his death. Billy Grabam approved the response 1o his final My
Anzwear column.

Qr Mr Grahzm how wounld you Like to be rememnbarad?

Az Thope [ will be remembered a3 somaone who was faithfll—farthiul to God,
faitkfial 1o the Gospal of Tesns Christ and faithfl 1o the calling God gave me not
only as an evangalist, ot a5 2 hushand, facher and frend.

TI'm zure T've fatled in mamy ways., bt I take coonfort in Christ's proodse of for-
giveress, and I take comfort also in God's abilice o take even our most ouparfact
afforts and wse them for his glory.

By tha troe vou read this, I will be in haaven, and as I write this I'm Jook-
ing forward with great anncipaton to the day when I will be in God's presence
forevar.

TI'm comvieced thar beaven 15 far more glomons thap snything we can passibly
imagine rizht now, and I look forward not ooly to it wonder and peace. but also
o the joy of bamng remnrrad with thoss whe have gons there before me. espacially
nry dear wife, Futh. The Bible says, "MNow we see but a poor rgfieciion as ing
meirror; then we shall see face fo faoce” (I Cornthians 13:12)

Bu: Iwon't be in heaven becanse I've preached w large crowds or because I've
tmied o live a good Life. T°l be o heaven for one reason: Miany vesrs ago, T put
my faith and owst in Jesns Christ who died on the cross to make our forziveness
paossible and rose agzin o the dead 1o zive us etermal ife. Do you koow you
will zo to heaven when yvou dis? You can, by commirting wour life to Tesus Chrdst
today.

“For God so loved the world that ke g fis one and only Son, that whoaver
baligver in fum shall not perizh but have efernal Iife. " (Tolm 3:146)
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Our Stories

r Samira
BERRY CHAPEL E_APTIST CHURCH E:im: :,AT'“
Spruce Pine, NC
isnatadookign Lo e on thee srugzle. That i e sty o el Flowever, T ato huve sary o
the Easter Drama ﬁ“; ey - AL IS Thedr story & ve a stary

My story imvolves anger, confusion, despair, dental, isolaton, and fear. Every
= time the phome rang [ was afraid. If my child came home [ was afraid. I my
“The LH’IHE’ Lord’s Syppgr” child did not come bome I was afraid. Iwas afraid of what people thought. Iwas

afraid I could not fix things, geess what I couldn®t. My life was nomanageabls.
Wy child had become my addicoon. I was desperate, I needed help but did oot
know where to tarn.

Jamaary 2017, I saw a sign for “Celebrate Becovery.” A MNew prosram in
Mirchell Coumty. I decided to go. Ar Celebrate Fecovery I found recovered ad-
dicts, people =ill stmzgling with addiction snd people just like me. Celebrate
Becovery is a confidential Christ based program for anyons with “Inarts, habits,
and hanz-ap's” Who doesn’t gualify?

If you are struggling with sddiction plesse corne, if someone in your family is
Is everything in my hife “fxed” sbsolutely not, bt T do have a better under-
standing of addiction and bow it affects the addict and the families of the addict.
I, throagh the “celebrate Fecovery” Program have leamed to replace anger with
love, confusion with understanding, despair with hope, denial with acceptance,

isplation with support and fear with must n Jesus Christ

“Celebrate Fecovery™ meets every Thursday at 700 pm at Bear Cresk Baptist
Charch. Eweryone is welcome here

By Cassie Burleson
KERIEY = NP M D16 - T filled mmﬁmmmﬂ:mgm thEi-rln::d
w or g
and Saturday - March 31, 2018 - 7:00 p.m. ones are addicted. Fyou are like me mnd fill into fivs catesmry, please lat me teil
you about Celebrate Becovery. Some people think Celebrate Recovery is just
. s wm another support group, but they are mistaken. Christ is the difference, and the An-
T]IE]}lIhIHZ lE]]E‘lI‘]lEd swer. Celebrate Fecovery is a Christ based recovery gronp for anyone with burts,
Nursery provided habits or hang-ups. This inchides addicts, the people that love them anyone that
Call 765-6500 for group reservations wanis to join us o worship and celebrate recovery throngh Jesus Christ. This

eroup meets 3t Bear Cresk Baptist Charch in Ledger every
Thursday might at 7 pm. Althoush T dont ve in Mitchell County anymore, 1
Rev. Steve Williams. Pastor attend this mesting fo support this wonderfinl ministry and to receive support and
g prayers from other just like me. If you are skeptical come  If yom are lost, come.
If yvou are broken come. Christ can and will save yvou, jost like He saved me from
a life of torment and destraction

Date: Saturday March 24,2018 = Activities Start at 10am

Uit

Easter E Hunt and Actlwtles'
Co-Sponsored by Morganton Parks & Recreation

and Summxt Cammunfty Church. Starl:in at 10am:
= 2 * g o B * ﬁ LCic st ‘5":’*‘ m H@lﬂ 0SS * " ﬂP Rﬂ

Startlng'Tlme For Egg Hunt Will Be Promptly At 11am
Candy and plastic eggs will be

scattered in 4 respective age
groups: 2 yrs & under, 3-4 yrs,
5-7 yrs, 8-10 yrs.
3 Grand Prize Eggs will be
hidden in each age division.
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“No Regrets Family”

By Pastor Dean Homeycubt
Mirchell Connty

I wounld like to dedicate this arficle to Doug and
Barbara Harrell, owners and editors of the Blue Bidze
Christians Wews. Since moving back to the mountains
and faking ower the Blue Ridge Christian News Douag
and Barbara have been a memendous blessing to our
mountain communities and thousands of people. Dioug
and Barbara have been good 1o me and my family and
we sppreciate their kindness to clirches and families all over this area,

Az many of you now know Doug is having some major health izsnes and has
asked all of us to pray for him and his family as be takes reatments. Doug is satis-
find with herewer God decides to heal him: he is 3 man of memendous faith. He is
placimg his must in God.

It is a Biblical praver that Doug will experience the temendous grace of God
in his adversity. Just as the Apostle Paul expressed abot his thom in the flesh. 2
Corinthizns 12:7-10 (ETV 1900
7 dAnd lest I should be exaiied above meazure through the abundance of the
revelations, there was given fo me a tharn in the flesk, the merzenger of Satan o
Beglfet aee, best T should be exalied above meazire. § For thiz thing I bezought the
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9 And be sard unte me. My grace iz syt
ficient for thee. for my strength iz made perfect im woaknass. Mozt gladly thergfore
will I rather glory m ey infirmities, that the power af Christ may rezt upon me. 10
Thergfore I fake pleanire in infirmitias, in reproaches, in MECEISINes, N PeTTact-
figns, v distresses for Christs sake: for when Iam weak, then am I song.

In Luke 17:5 the apostles asked the Lord to mcrease their faith. A key to over-
coming difficulties is farth. The stronzer our faith then the stronger we are when
frials in our life amive.

I can understand my faith only a5 mwy faith has been tested. Let me explam-- if
study for a test and retzin knowledsze the only way to measure what I have leamed
is to be tested. If I buy a new tool and it promdses to hold up under the toughess
conditions I will never know what that tool can do until T paat it to the test. So it is
with our faith, we pever know how sirong our £aith is unnl our faith is tested.

Take for examples Job, had it not been for the Lord Tob would not have lived.
The Mew Testament describes Job as one who was steadfast or enduoring through
tribunlafion. Fomah would not have made it out of the whals’s belly had it not been
for the Lord. Shadrach bMeshach and Abedneso would have been tarned to death
had it not been for the Lord  Drarcel would have been devoured by a lion kad if not
bean for the Lord.

It is offen said “God will not pat oo vou more than you can bandle™; this view
of God at first thonght sounds very compassionste. However, this is 3 fawed view
of God. Ged is not up in heaven pouring down on you ooly what you are able to
handle. God is not the one pouring owt, bt rather the Ome pouring into your life
grace that is suffcient to handle what this fallen world and satan throw at us. God
will not allow adwversity in wour life above what His grace is sufficient to handle.
Take for excample those who suffer exoeme adversity like Joni Eareckson Tada
who at the age of 17 became a quadriplegic and asked her friends to help her com-
nut suicide?

There Twas [ying in the hozspital bed in the summer of 1967 desperately rving
fo make ends mest. desparately oving to turm my right side down emotions, right
side up. In my pain and despair, I had begged many qf my friends to assizst me in
suicide That seems to be a common tapic these days and many disabled people
that I vow @ven In the nimaties hanve @ tough Sme finding e worth invmg. T
sought fo find a final escape, a final solution, through arzisted suicide, begging my
Jriemds fo s5F my weists, dionp pills down sy throat, arnyithing fo @nd my mzary
The sowrce qf my depression It widersiandable I could mot face the prospect f
sitting down for the rest af my life without use of my Ranas, withowus vse qf my
legs. All my hopas seem doshed. My finth war shipwrecked.

O whaat about the child that i born with no arms or legs? If we are not cargfidd,
w Wil hrve @ view of God much like a milk jug. Jf imside it & full of all that you
can handle, and od §5 wp there pourtng it ouf on you up untll the point you can
no lowger handle it. Thiz iz not the God of owr Chriztian faith. God will not allow
advarsity in your [jfe above what Hiz grace is syfficient o handle.

Tn life adversity and syffering are af times more than we can handle. That is
wity Crod wamis us fo depend on Him. It is the Chriztian with the stroveg faith who
will expariance the marcy qf God during times of adversigy. " Sowmefimes God al-
lows what He hates, fo accomplizh what He loves ™ Joni Eareckzon Tada

‘We are no match for cancer. We are oo maich for suffering. We are no match for
heartache. And we are no match for death. These things are biggar than we are,
and they are more than we can handle. However, with faith in God we can handie
anything 2 Cornthians 4:7-11 (ETV 19007
7 But wa have this reasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power
may be of God, and nof gfus. § We are roulied on every side, vet not diztressed;
wi are perplexved, but not in derpair; 0 Pertecuted, buf not forsaken; cast down,
but not destroyed: [0 Ahways bearing about in the body the dyine af the Lord
SEsus, that the e alse of Jesuz might be made mamifest in our bady. 1T For we
which e are ahway dethened wnte death for Jesus "zake, thar the ijfe alze gf
Jasus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

Droug, I lowve vou and Barbara, God will not fake you where He bas not been. I
will never understand all that God does, but I know He never makes a mistake I
am very grateful for men and women who hawe had their “backs agaimst the wall™
and then spmething mitaculons happens “But God™.

Paztor Dean Hongyeutt shephards Snow Hill Baptist Chumch in Bakerswille, NC.
He may be reached ar 828-353-0213, mowhillbaptisv@gmail.com, or visit their
wabzite af www.snowhillbapiizt com.

For God so loved the world, thar
fre gave his only begotten Son,
thar whosoever believetlh in him

shonld not perish, but have

everlasting life. Jolmn 3:16

SECU Hospice House

Hospice Care in Forest City, NC
372 Hudlow Rd, Forest City, NC 28043

w.hospiceofrutherford.org

AW

828-245-0095 or 1-800-218-CARE

HOSPICE ==
—q |

The SECU Hospice House, located in
Rutherford County, North Carolina,
strives 1o provide state-of-the-art,
compassionate care in a beautiful and
tranquil setting, From 18 private comfartable suites with
private patios & personalized Round-the-clock care, to
elegant living areas for wisits, anytime 24/7, with family
and friends, it is truly a "home away from home’,

Rutherford

2301 Rutherford
Marion, NC 28752

phone: B28.652.6777
L3 4 I'
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ANDREWS & ANDREWS
Insurance

F * Individual Health » Life * Group Health
+ Dental * Health Savings Accounts
* Annuities * Automobie
* Homeowners * Medicare Supplement
& Supplemental Long Term Care

1910 Millers Gap Road » Newland, NC 28657

828.737.0679

melbaandrews o bellsonth.net
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Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Getting Out of the Valley
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitcheil County

Many people feel their life is hopeless. They don't under-
stand why certsin things have kappened in their lifa. They
can’t ses ho in the world they are poing to make it throngh.
But mry Bible puarantees me that oy God will set the course
of the playing field siraight, even thongh I don®t imderstand.
I=zmizh 45:2 [ will zo before thes, and make the crooked places siwaight: T will break
in pieces the gates of brass, and ot in sunder the bars of fron- This gives me hope to
keep living and musting God The mmath of the marter is we will all go through rough
sitetches of life and it doesn’t look like we have mach to ook forward to, bat te
Grpod Mews is, we have 3 God that is sl in control no muatter what we tunk Cor
new millennivm has tanght us that the promizse of technobopy is bollow. (Look at all
the hacking mvio computer systems. ) The reliability of our govemment is question-
shle. (Look at all the corruption in Washimgton) The mvtaprity of our fimancial systam
iz suspect. (Look at the Wall Street collapse seversl years ago) The security of oar
nation is comprormised. (Twin Towers, Las Vegas Shooting, snd School shootings)

Thers is an old Arab parable that says: All sunchine and no rin makes a desart.”
If you never have any down times, dark times, glooary tmes in your life youn'll be
dried up. You'll have oo depdh o yourself no manmity. It takes good tmes and bad
fimes to make 8 matore person. Life is & mixtre of pain and pleasare, of viciory and
defeat of success and failre, of monntaim tops and valleys.

We have become so self-forused that we have forgotten what God says abot the
valleys of life and that others have been bere before and survived. David shows us
a1l that there is hope in the valley of life. Psalms 234 Yag, though I walk through
the valigy gf the shadow of death, Twill fear no evil: for thow arf with me; thy red
aid thy sigff thay comyfors me.

Thers are five facts about valleys that von nesd to remember whenever you go
throngh a touzh time: (1) Valleys are Inevitable: They ars song to happen so youa
might as wall coumt on them. You have either just come out of a valley, you're in
one right now, or you're probably headed toward one Valleys happen throuzhoat
life — ome rizght after another. Afrer every mommtain top there is a valley. Jesus was
very realisnc sbout it. In Jobm 16, He s3ys "In the world you will have wonble ™
It"s not & matter of if a walley will come, it's when your valley will come. You're
Eoing o have difficulty, disappoinmient, and discouragement in life. There will be
tmes of suffering and sorrow. There will be times of frusraton, faihore They are
Eoing to happen. They are a nommal part of Life. Don't be surprised by it (2) Valleys
are Unpredictable: You can’t plan them fime them or schedule them Valleys are
slways unexpected. They wsually come at the worst time. Hawve you ever had a flat
tire, or pet sick at 3 Zood tdme? Folks, they just happen It would be great if you
could scheduls your valleys in life, ot you can’t becsze they are Unpredictable
{3) Valley are Impartial: Mo one is immune to them. Mo one gets to skate through
life problem-free. Everybody has problems — good people and bad people. Prob-
lems, trals, difficulties, disturbeamces, downtimes, depression doesn’t mean you're
bad person. It mesns you're 3 person It doesn't mesn you're an @vil human being;
it means you're A human being Valleys are impartial. They don't care bow good
or bad vou are. (4) Vallevs are Temporary: They have an end to them. They don’t
lzst. They are not a permanent location David says, "Even though I wall froush
the valigy.. " The valley = pot something you stay i vour entire lfe. Ii's something
vou go throush — a ciroumstance, 3 sination that has a season to it When you're in
2 valley youn often think it's 8 dead end, hur:t’snut'l'tua}'dm’tcmmumltﬁ!
to stay. They coome to pass_ I Peter 1:6 3 ¥ -
"In thiz you greatly ryioice, though
How for a little while you may have
Fuxd 1o suyffer sviglin ail binds g -
aiz. He admits that soonetimes you're
Eoing o 2o through tough times.

It’s zoing to be rough. Life is touzh.
You're going to hawve it. But it's only
fior = while. {5) Valleys Are Purposeful - : .
Crod bas a reason ﬁ:rmhngyuuﬂrmghﬂnewﬂeys.‘ﬁ’heﬂmrn’sdmht,depmm
despair, discourazement. defest He's pof 3 reason behing it. We will face financial
valleys, relational valleys, esmotional valleys, and all kinds of diffevent trisls. This is
oo accident it happens to prove vour faith whether T understand it or nos. W love o
enjoy the mountain tops, bat you don’t baild faith on the mountain tops. Yoo budld
farth in the valleys of life. When everything is going fine and great yvou don't really
need God. But when you comme face to face with a dark walley, you get on your
knees. Faith is strengthened m the valleys.

Words of Widom

= (Zod will pever give vou anything you can't handle so don't siress. EKelly Clark-
SO0

= Withont faith, nothing is possible. With it, nothing is inpossible. WA

= The greatest legacy one can pass on o one's children and pramdchildren is not
money of other material things aconmulated m one's life. but rather a legacy of
character and faith. Billy Graham

* Through hard work, perseverance and 3 fxith in God, you can live your dregms,
Ben Carson
A Little Langhier

= The Sundsy School teacher was describing that when Lot's wife looked back
at Sodom she tamed mie 3 pillar of salt, when Bobby mtermapied. "My momrmoy
looked back once while she was drving," he announced, "and she tumed info a
telephone pole."

CGood Advice
= If the devil is knocking at vour door, let Jesus answer.

Steve Williams o the Pastor of Berry Chape! Baptist Church in Spruce Pine.

www. bremews . com
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.ﬁlliht'.s Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of the Story

Do Harrall

Clint always had a cerfain love for the animals, but his warimess most often
took over. He was kinda like, “mean those are BIG animeals™ if you know what
Imean. He was a little more comfortable with smaller pizs as well, but not so
pwch when they gotup to grown-up size. The favorite place to keep him when
we wers working with the cows remained the tmack cab gver the fenure on the
farm  {Great memonies!

Funny Farm
Diear Friends,
“Til the Cows Come Home!

It was mid-March 2010, and I had only been at Hamell
Hill Famms for a few days. Already my rotund/chubbey
obese body — I was & svelte 300+ lbs. — was protesting the
pewfound life of physical labor (Don’t fell aovone but a
week or o info mry “Fammer Clint” transformation I was
questioning whether thiz was the life for me!) Cne of oy
first assimnments was to don a 50 Ih. backpack filled with
fertilizer pellets and spread them alongside — called “zide
dressing”’ — Christmas frees. Sounds fairly simpls except that
with the exxira 50 Ibs. I nowr was toting 350 Ibs. on 2 nearly
vertical slope, offentimes falling nry fat-self halfaray dowm
the mountain. The sirain was nearly unbearable, so omch so
that I told a friend back home that I was thinking of mying to escape in the middle
of the might.

Amyvwray, it was approaching 5:00 sm — a wee bit early for a former prison
chaplain — a5 I meandered onmide the farmhonse for 3 whiff of cool mountain
mir. Trawversing the ditch i fromt of the howse I heard the faint sound of hoowes
pounding Byrd Foad I wondsred what could possibly be heading up the sireet
&t such an early hoor_ . must be wild horses. (Dion't lagh, howr conld T know™)
When what to oy wondsring eyes should appear tar ‘Diaddy D Harrell, alongside
2 herd of catle.

In ory bometown of Hendersoaville, I saw an occasional white squirrel or even
A flock of turkeys on moy sfreet, bat cows never. And it never ocourred to me that a
man of ‘Daddy ['s” generaton — nearly 94 years young - would be leading them.
Clearly, he was too advanced in vears to do this alone. .. "twas a job for Farmer
Clint g !

Learning ‘Cow-Speak’

Outside of these mountsms one rarely thinks abont snch things as talking to
cows. I mean why would you? I slways thowsht cows staved in a big pen, you
gEive ‘em some com-stuff to fatten them up, then somebody ums them into grall
fodder. Wronz answer!

A man and berd came ever closer to my locaton I conld bear ‘Daddy IV sing-
ing to the crifters. .. "Sookeeee, Sookeese, Sookesee’. BMow I hadn't a chee what
that meant but the bovine had no trouble translatng. They motted along 2= though
he were their “Daddy I¥ too.

Soon Doug sauntered dowm from the homestead and be, too, began spesking in
& foreizn tongue. But be said, “Hey-ohhhhhbhhhhhh. . hey-chhhhbhhhbhh,  hey-
ohhhhhhbhbbhhh™ . what the heck was that sbowut? Whatever it meant the bam-
burger on hooves ‘parler vous'd® his linge and obedientty followed.

Mow, I ask you, given a similsr circumestance — and feeling as thongzh you
naeded to help — what would you do? That's right; you make wp your oam Fammer
Cﬁntva‘bi:gemdemhiishymmdﬂnﬁa]samnngtheltumdﬂhgheriﬂmh
Was my approach. .. .. HEAHbhhhhbhhhbhhhhh
I-IEA.[-]]lhlJllhhilhhhhh,“IhEllnwed_Amlmm dﬂﬂ:ﬂ;&tmﬂjrm vamzdduec
tioms, as though [ kad called their mothers a bad name! The rib eyves scattered like
roaches at a BATD confersnce. . ke chickens ar a coyote ball . like mice ata

s — =
- ] il .
4 .||_p_ i S o & F-3

kifty convention. .. you Zet the peint. The serenity and calm of 3 summer’s mom
became mayhem and madness about midway Byrd Foad.

“Train Them Up in The Way They Should Go..."

It is difficult to describe the facial expressions worn by “Daddy T and Doug
as their chump of cows dispersed like mosguitess in a Dieep Woods Off attack.
Suffice it to say, their eyes were wide, their mouths mrned wp in 3 slight scowl. .
it was an eerie sight. As I tmdzed forward, tobacoo stick in kand  ‘Daddy D mo-
ticmed for me to approach.

I strobled oy behemvoth body toward him, assuming he wanted me o belp
formmlate a batile plan. He did, but I was an “extra” in this ballet. “Cling.™ be said,
“do you really want to help me with the catile™ (Knowing finll well that my deep-
est desire is to “fi-m", to “be one with the farm™, fo be drafted onio the team]).
Proudly, and with a wee bit of Farmer Clint panache I said, “You know I want to
M'P!:?

“Well, it's like this,” “Daddy I’ began “These cows don't know you like they
do Donz and me. T think someday they will, nat for now the very best thing you
can do is to go sit in that tock over there!™ Deflated, dejected, fesling hike cast-
aside like doyver lint, I imped over o ‘Daddy D's” tack. He came to the win-
dow and said “Femember, I"ve been moving cows my whole life . and that's a
lonzzzgzszgszs ime ™

5o, It was that my 94-vear-pld mentor pave me hope for a finture as Farmer
Clint the Cow Master@.

Since Then. ..

It's been 5 years since oy first “round-
up” and I've leamed a preat deal sbout
farmis and their inhabitamts. For one thing,
Ive learmed that I"m better at telling farm
tales than [ am at herding cows. Second,

3 man simply cannot mject himself into

2 wad of cattle without proper infrodac-
tion and a bit of aptitade for such things.
Finally, I've leamed how to whisper sofily
“Sopokeess™ and “Hey-phhhhhhh™ like a
pro. Don't get me wrong, the cows don't
follow, but they don't scater either It won't
be lonz before I resemble Rowdy Yates on -
‘Frwhide’. aka Clint Eastwood, moving the u
timndering herd ower the plains!

Oh yesh_ T almost forzot to tell yvou, I lost

T

.lr;lh‘l.ud

103 Ihs. during my sentence — ooops | mean stay — &t Harmall Hill Farms.
God is good!

l..-'I.‘L_
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Takes Home Multiple Awards!
By Nina Mastandrea
Avery County

BAMNNEF. ELE W.C. — College informamnon and
ranking resource, Affordable Collezes Online (ACO),
awarded Lees-IcFae a top spot on three separate lists
for 2018.

The college received a spot as Best Online College
i Morth Carclinag, Best Onlime Accelerated Nursing
Degres in the 775, and Best Onlme Begistered Murse
Degres in the T7.5.

"We wanted to honour the colleges and universities setting the bar for onlins
bearning " said Dan Schuessler, CEQ and Founder of ACO. "These schools are
gomg sbove and bevond the industry standard to help make online education
programs an excellent option and more affordsble.”

Affordable Colleges Cunline took info sccount the college’s regional accredita-
tion, in-state mition and fees, percent of full-ome wndergraduate students receiv-
ing instimional fnsncial sid, nuoober of online programs offered and the smadent-
to-teacher ratno, while developing the ranking.

Established in 2011, ACO offers “free conumumity resource materials and tools
that span topics such as financial aid and college savings, opportunities for veter-
anz and people with dizabilifies and online leaming resources ™ according to an
ACO releaze.

Hestled in the Blue Ridge Moumtains of western North Caroling, Less-BicHas
College is a prvate, four-year college offering diverse baccalanreate degress,
and hands-on leaming enhance the broad core criculum. For more information,
plezse visit wwwlme edn or call 825 808 5241,

-BEST-

BEST

BIEIETFEFD SINSFE

DEGREES

BEST-

ONLINE

ABEELLRNTIR VERSINE
FROGREAMS

ONLINE

ENIIFRES
NORTH CARDUINR

FHLE e EEpl ]

Ning Mastandrea iz the content manager gf Leas-McRae College

Do T 7wz /Ei‘ ;DM

Starting at

$74.2°

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
“SHOP LOCAL?” www gmmmakcﬁa!hmg com

Grassy Cr
CLOTYTHI NG

12451 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Monday-Saturday 2:30. 5:30 pm | if;‘jm

The Belt of Truth
By Christy Lowman
Burke Coumty

Have vou ever seen & King snake? They srow up to § &
longz and can be found all owver the 5. Some are solid black
with white throats. Cthers are black with white or yellow
spots. Some are black with white sections or chains. The maost
unsal is the Scarlet King snake which is red with yellow
and black bands. Don't confiase it with the venomons Coral snake that is black
with red and vellow bands.

King snakes are not poisonous o people or large animals, i they stll might
bite vou. In fact, most people like having these around because they will kill and
eat poisonons snakes like copperheads, ratile snakes, and water moccasins. King
snakes alsp ear rats, mice, birds, bird and tortle eggs, and lizards. They are active
bhunters seeking out their prey by its scent. These snakes kill their food by zrab-
bing it with their rmowth and constricting it Constricting means that the snake
squeszes the prewv until it dies. Then they eat it. Dependmg on the size of its meal,
it may eat only 8 few times per month

Eing spnakes are known to make good pets. As a pet; they cam live up fo 30
years, Iultzuild,ﬂuir]j.ﬁespmism and they hibernate m the winter

Have you ever held a pet
e Thiis: skies i sk --m
course, don't pick up any ! 1"'

wr

suske off the Fround, and ;'ﬂ'} .:"ﬁ'

ﬁmbﬁﬁmﬁ -;‘;r-i; w%—b‘rﬁlﬂ'ﬁg_r
T R il G YV e Y-

“kmg" becase it kills all

other snakes inchyding other Eing snakes_ It's Gresk name  penus Inmpropeltis
means: shiny shields,™ because of its well defined zlossy scales. They also kave
many other names such as; Salt and Pepper snake, Thumder snake, Horse racer,
Chain snake, Cow sucker, Wampum Master snake, and Crak-lesf rattier

When [ think of comparing an animal with the belt of tuth [ antomascally
think of a snake. Did yvou know that they make belts out of snake leather? It is
ironic o comnpare the snake o the belt of truth because if the spake/devil had been
truthful in the Garden of Eden then Eve wouldn’t have committed the first sin.
The serpent (snake) wouldn't have lost its legs for his punishment for bying to
Eve. Can you imazine what snakes would look Like if they still had legs?

What can we leam from the serpent? When we don't strap the belt of tuth
sround our waist, and lie instead of telling the muth there will be consequences.
Everyone answers for every lis or wrong thing they do. If the snake had been
trothful it wonld be walking with legs mstead of slithering on its belly, and people
wouldn’t be out to kill them when they see them. The devil whispers in all of our
ears, iTying to gZetus to lie, sin, and deceive others just like be did to the snake
in the {arden of Eden. That is why it is so onportant that you wear your “belt of
muth™ each day. When von tell fiks, it breaks a person’s trust. Sconetimes it takes &
very long tme for that person o tust you agam. He also tells us fo go out and well
people the fmuth about Jesus Chrst, even if it upsets them. Lying to people makes
telling others sbout Jesus very difficnl if mot impoessible for them to believe you
So, always be muthful it is what God wants you to do. If it wasn™t noportant 1t
wouldn®t be the ninth commandment in the Ten Commandments. 5o, strap on the
belt of truth, mot cnky to keep vour pants np, bat to help remind you to always tell
the tmath no matter what. You can even imagine that your belt is made from snske
leather if you want to! Every tne you think abtout fibbing remember your balt and
ask Grod to help vou abvays tell the math!

Cnir most kind, heavenly Father, I pray that you will help each child stoive to
always tell the truth even if they get in trouble by doing so. Help them realize how
important it is to always be bonest and w obey this commandment. Show them
that all fibs, small and big are all lies i Your eyes. Femind them o put oo their
balt of truth and to rememiber that it iz there when the devil temipts them to sin. In
Jezus's pame I pray Amen.

Stamd firm then, with the belf gff truth buckied around your waiss, with the
Ireasiplate qf mightesnsners in place, Ephesians §:14

The LOBD (od zaid to the serpent "Bacause yor have dong this, Cursed ane
you more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your baily you
will go, And dust you will ear Al the days of your [jfe; And Twill put enseity Be-
Twean you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed, He shall bruise
You on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel. ”. . Genesis 3:14-15 NASB

Bibliography
hitps-feww livescience comy' 33 E00-kingsnake himl
bttpo/ aminals oo e mfommation-king-makes- 2008 himl

Chrisiy Lovwman is @ Chrztian auther and illustrator that fves i the foochalls aof
fhe Bine Ridee Mountains with her huzband and twe children. She enjoys writing
ard iilfuztraing books for all agez. Some of her shoet storie are published with
uideposts ard HCIL. Chriziy ghves all ihe glory fo God n everything she does. 4
poriion af every book sold from the Small Bible Character Sevies will be donated
fo Bartle human rqfficking. [ yvou enjoy her books, Tike' her author page on
Facebook and let her know! Tou can buy her boolz af hifpswww amazon. coms’
rof=dp Iline_sr_beek I %e=LUTFi&feld-author=Chriziy+Lowmanderearch-ali
as=bhooksdtext=Chrisiy+ Lowman desori=relavancerank

You can reack her at hitps Aevw facebook com/mufhorChristyLowman or chris-
DisroapsEahes. com.

March 2018 - Blue Ridge Christian News page 16



iyt fabe bt

I..In5l'|ahhl= Fan:h

By Fick and Cindy Metcer
Burke Couny

Have you ever been tested and tried for yoor
faith? Has yvour allepiance to Christ ever been
challenged? If vou are like most peaple, sur “tri-
als" to defend our faith position kas been hmited
and certzinly has mot cansed us to face severa
ridicule, imprisonment or even desth.

But we have certainly read the multple stores
of those who have died a martyT’s death. And
it seems that every time these stories resurface
the question remains, “Is oy faith that song?™
Crther thonghis come quickly to our mind . like, “Where did that kind of courage
come fom?™

Mayhe pur courage can be like Pister Beckjen who made his living by ferry-
ing people and poods on the dver Amstel. There were times when he would =ail
down the canals of Amsterdam with fellow believers—so they could worship in
SECTEL.

When Peter and his wife had their first child, the couple wied o keep the infant
hidden so they wouldn't be forced to kave it christened in the state church. But

neighbors eventually betrayed
them to the magistraes.

Peter was iried, comvicted for
“grime against the divine and
secular majesty. . which disturh
the peare,” and condemmed “to be
property confiscated ™

They put this eamest fearry

But it proved unshaskable. Pieter
was barped in Tamnary of 1569

A close friend of his, Willem Janss, keard sbout the planned execution and
harried to the site foom a nearbry town. Wanting to offer some encourazement, he
amived at Amsterdam’s gate, bt the bar had already been let down. Willem had
io bribe the zatekesper to let him m.

He mzhed to the site of the execution and amived just as Pieter was being led
out to the stake Willem called out, “Contend valisntly, dear brother.™

What gave Pieter such death-defyimg farth? Why was he willing to stand
“partily™ for the Lord without wavering? Thers is one significant reason. He
believed that Tesns was divine and that His offer of eternal life was real To reject
Jesus was to reject efernal life. Pieter accepied the Savior's words to Martha: T
am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 1n Me, though ke may die. he
shall iive. 4And whoever lives and believes in Mg shail never die” (Jobn 11:25,
26). Etemal life is life forever in the joyiul presence of God the Father, Fesus
Christ His Son, the Holy Spint, and all the heavenly hosts.

The martyrs of the past saw beyond the fames to eternity. By faith they
grasped the promises of God.

The promise is ours teday: “He whe believes in Ma...
shall never dig” (John 11:25, 2§). Onr lrves are “hidden
with Chrizt in Grod™ (Col. 3:3). His promise of the resur-
rection is certain We can have ghsolote confidence that
Hs will fulfill His word

We can cerfainly praise God that becanse of Fesur-
rection Dy, we all too can kave “wictory in Jesus!™ We
can be assured that at the end of all of the promizes froom
God’s word there is a peniod. There are o question
marks. We can beliewve that the promizes are ttue. En-
courage each other o keep their hands on the plow “dnd
whatever you do, do it hearsily, as fo the Lord and not fo

man. "— (Col. 3:23).
iﬂduﬁmﬂuﬂﬂung:bqgmmrmmm than
look up, and [t up your heads; for your redemption

Fall:mg HI:IIEEII'I the Da

By Pastor Ed Couser
Famcay Connly

Several years ago I had the privilege of pastoring in
Bowling Gresn, Eenmcky, While there, one day our
church family decided to take a tour of Mammaoth Cave. T
remember walking down its winding mails among the sta-
lactites and smlapmires. In the background I beard the faimt
spund of dopping water. When we entered the largest cav-
em severa]l hundred feet undergronnd oor puide pointed out the system of electric
lights found thronghout the cave. Without wamming bhe numed out the lights! The
blackness was thick. I conld not see my hand in front of ooy face. Then sfter a
few seconds of complete blackout, our guide kit one match. One ony match kit up
the entire cavern

In Jesus® day, the world was
dark cold, and impersonal. The
people veamned for hope. They
longzed for light. In fact, Jolm in his
gospel used “light™ as a theme fo
communicate the coming of Fesns
Christ. Jesus reminded His hearers,
T have come into the world as o
light. so that no one who believer i
Me showld sty in darkmess. ™ (Tohn
12:44). Light is neceszary for our
daily exdstence. We need light o
surwive, to live physically. We also need the light of God o sarvive spirimally.
Jesus is our light. He reminds us what is good. He exposes our sins. He leads ns
imfo His tmath. Jesus is the light to our world even today. Why does Jesus reveal
Himself as our Light™ “So that no one wha beileves in me should sfay in dark-
mgzs.” (Jobn 12: 46673, I remember something Bobert Louis Stevenson wrote
while he was looking out 2 window from his honse one evening many vears ago.
(The days before electricity). He wrote about the towm lamphishter coming alonz
lighting the street lamps in succession. Stevenson described that as the lamplighe-
er went along, he was “poking holes in the darkness ™

Without Tesns, we live in a dark. cold and frpersonal world  In Bevelation
3:20 Jesus stands at the door and koocks. He longs for us to willingly open the
door of our hearts to invite Him in. His desire is to dispel the darkness in our
lives. Why? So that we can live in the light of His life, truth, and love, as we
swait His second coming.

Ed Couzer is the parior for the Burnniille and Erwin Hills Seventh-day Advenfizf
Chareches. Previowsly e semved churches in Ontario (Camada), New Tork, Kentucky
and North Careling. He alzo it a retived Chapiain, Lieutenant Colongl, hining spent
29 vears i the U5 dir Force. Pastor Cowser, and Fs wife af 17 years, Cavol have four
aalult childrem: Melisza, Kgides, Meagn and Drew. He enfoys sharing the love gf
Jesur and encouragimg athers o prepare for His soon nefurmn.

~Blue Ridge Weddin

y &< i

March 10

draweth nigh. "— (Luke 21:28)
The Blue

Rick Mercar iz the paztor qf the Morganion Seventh-day
Adhvenitist Church af 2187 Jamestown Road, Morganton
They can be reached ar 870-520-3349 ar oimercarmids.
met. Check out www morganionsda.arg. Their passion is to
share the love gf Jesus with @il who will Tizten.

Ridge Wedding

o Pop Up Show will teature

Bl venues, caterers, wedding

planners, photographers
and more!

Cross Street Center
31 Cross Street
Spruce Pine,

FREE ADMISSION
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blue ridgeweddingsnc.mm
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Trained Technicians
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WWW.peo les-furniture.com
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EASTER WEEKEND
Saturday, March 31 - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 1 - 3:00 p.m.

The Rotary of Spruce Pine

AMY Fegional Library

By Dong Sudduch
Mirchell County

Meambars and guests of the Botary Club of Spmaca
Pine were privileged to welcome Amber Westall Brizzs
1o thair weekly club meeting cn Febmary 2. As the Fe-
gional Library Directer for Avery, Mitchall, and Yancey
Conntes, Brnggs was immodaced by Teaky Tollison,
who noted thar the director bas “just about the most
parfact carear ow the planer, because most days she 15
surronnded by books and people of all ages ™ Brzgs has
2 special affection for Plotary Intemational for in 2012, she was selacted o par-
1 ticipats in a Professional Exchange
in Finland %he credies Botary with
teaching her sbouf service abowve
zalf the Potary momo.
Brizzs started with ANY Fegional
Library as a volunteer n Bumsvills
| | and has served as its director for

| | more than two years. She sees the
gl public library a5 constantly chang-
ingz shifieg from a2 repository of
ook to 2 full-fedzed comnmniny
center. Through onfreach programs
the Ithrary is vital to a mral cowmmn-
nitv. Brigzs saes public advocacy
a5 eszantial for expanding library
sarvicas,

T —

Teaky Talitzon, Amber Briges, receving a
Tocaily handmade Rovary mug from Rotarian
Mike Toilizon with O'Neal Shalton, Assizrant
Govarner, Rorary Dismrict 7870, Area §

Dowg Sudduth i3 the Public Relatons Officer for the Spruce Ping Rovary Club

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

%Fm

$7.00/pp

(B28) 433-SHOW
www.commaonline.org
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{Drebt and income crisis)
Dizar Dhave,

Iraceived a call the orther day fom a n:-:lmpam saying it conld nagonate the
balance on my credit cards to 2 lesser
smount. The callar also said they conld
Zef me A ZETo-percant mterast rats until the
debt: were paid off. and then the accousts
wionld be closed I'm kind of starting over
2gain financially, becanse I sold a company
I had mm fior almost 15 vears, then zof into
real estate and Lost almost evanrhing. I'm
miaking just enongh o sgueeze by, and my
credit card debt totals 5400000 Wonld this be 2 good id=a”
Eill

Credit Card

==

1234 5578

L23n 56748

o 'L I

Hame

Diear Bill,

Mo, this is not a good ides. YWow're loaking ar two major problems with &
company snch 2 s one. One, they will absolurely dastrow whatever credit you
may hava, Their plan is to ke your cash, and spend some tims beanng down the
credit card compantes untl they agree o acceps 3 lessar amonwt, Then, they use
yaar cash o senle loans vou will have — by thar mme —dafauled oo This will
Pt you In & simeation very similar to if vou had filed Chapter 13 bankmuptcy: Stay
away from thase people.

Yo have an moome crisls, o additon o a debi costs, &t dus poiot. For starters,
I wvant vou to stam 1ving oo a tzhs, writen, monthly badzet. 'm talking moe and
beans, no vacyions, and no eating out unl vou pay off tus debr Whers your in-
coma is concemed, mavbe vow shonld consider gemng back into the kind of busi-
ness voul ran previonsiy for a while. Look for 3 mapagerial or supervisery posinon
in that arez. af least nnhl vou're able to get back on your feet and save some cash.
Finally, cut up the credit cards. cloze the acconnts, and pur 25 rech money 35 yan
can spare toward paving off that debt nsing the debt snowball system Waver 2o
back into debt azain!

—Diave

(Pay off honse first?)
Dwear Drave,

Ay busband aod [ are o our fordes. We have oo children, and we bnog home
395000 2 vear combined We're also debr-free excepr for our home, We owe just
310,000 oo the house and can take care of that in 3 few months. Would it be akay
to rearrange the Baby Steps a bit, and pay off our home before geffing serions
shout saving for refirsmant?

MNan

Draar Man,

I don's wsnally gove folks any wiggle room when it comes to stcking with the
proper order of the Baby Steps. Bur if vow're that close to being completely debi-
free, [ don't ses anything wroag with paying off the house first.

Adost people I alk to soll kave anywhere from 51000000 w0 5300,000 1ef aa
their merigages, This is a linle bir different story, however, and vou two are obvi-
onsly managsme your money well

Fnock out that morigagze, and stam pouring 2t least 13 percent of vour incorme
Info redrement. Yo 're going o love the fealing — and the freedom — that comes
with bemg completaly debr-fras!

—Diave

How Aluch House Can I Afford?
Couresy of DaveRlamsav.com
Buying a boans can be lots of
fumn. It"s exciting to see all these
vears of dreaming come to life in
& place vou can finally call wvoux
own. With 20 many possibilites
a.t*t-:ru:ﬁuga'ups it's easv 1o gt

cangzihs up m the excitemeant befors i
asking yvourself the mest important question of all: How J::mr_h hounse can I afford?
It doesn’t matter if the kitchen = fabulows or the backyard is big. If yow can't
pay the merteage each roonth or find the cash to fin what's broken your horme

will never be a blessing.
Step 1: Start with a Solid Foundation

Before oving to find out how much house you can afford. determiine if yvou're
fnancially ready to buy 3 bome by asking yourself these guastions:
= A I debr-free with three 10 six months of expensas in an smergency fimd?
= Can [ make an least a 10 percent (praferably 20 percant) down payment”
= Do I have epough cash to cover closing coss and moving expenses”
= Is the bowse pavieent 25 percent or less of nyy monchly take-home pay?
= Can [ afferd to take our & 15-year fixed-rate mortgage?
= Can [ afford ongoing mamtenance and whlites for this home?

If vou answeared no to any of the shove guestons, now may not e the rghe
rmme o by 2 homie. Tast married” Wait at least a vear befors buying a home, evan
if your finznces are in order. Dot 2dd the stress of 2 home purchase to 2 brand-
new marriags, and never buy real estate with your significant other naless you're
aomally mamied!

Step 2: et the Right Eeal Estate Azent

Yo search for homes mav starn onlipe, bar it shouldn 't end there. You can do a
lot of resezrch oo your own, buf vou oeed the help of an expent when it cotoes 1o
fnding and securing your perfect bome.

Abuver’s agent can belp vou navizare throusgh the bome-baying process. In
some cazes. they may even be able to help you find 2 honse before it hits the mar-

kat, giving you 2 competitive edze. When it comes to making an offer, vour agent
will nagoniae o vaur behalf o that you don't pay 2 pewny more than neceszary.
Step 2: Mazimize Your Down Pavment

The more cash you pat down, the less mopey vou'll nead to finspce. That
means lowar morigaze payments e3ch month and a fster dmeline to pay off your
home loan!

A doan paymient of 20 percent will keep vou Som having 1o pay private mor-
gage msurance (PRI PMI protects the morfzags company io the event you doa't
make your pavieens, and they bave to foreclose oo vow, It usnally cost showt 1
parcent of the total loan value, and that cost is added w your monthly payment.
Step 4: Get Pre-approved for a Mortzaze

Gemng pre-approved takes a liftle more work, becauss 2 lendar will need o
varify vour finapcial mfonoanen avd snbnat vour loan for prelinunary mndemaric-
imz Althowsh it takes somwe axmws mms to get prespproved, it pavs off when you
bazin your howe search since a preapproval lemer shows that vou're a serons
buyer.

Pemeambar, bad financing can noo your bigzest asset into a labilicy. We recom-
mend shwavs garting a | 3-vear, fixed-rate comventonal lean with monthly pay-
ments that are no mare than 25 percent of your take home pay.

Step 5: Calculate the Costs

Yo caw Sgure out bow o bay a boome that won't bust vour budger by cmunching
a few munbers. Ooce vou know how much vou can realisncally spend on a new
home, make sure von and your sponse are oo the same pags showt vour budzer
znd what you can actually pay.

Add wp 2]l income you bring koms eack month, then nanlaply vour moenthby
tzke-home pay by 25 percewt o et wour At metgage payment. If vou
bring home $3,000 a menth, that means your kouse pavioeat should be no more
than 31,230 2 month, including taxes and svrance. Also, remember o faotor in
home ownarship costs and moving expenses,

The Final Step

Talk with a professional real estate agent abent vour financial geals for help o
finding a home that fits your budget A good agent with the beart of a t2acher will
undarstand how imporfanf 0 s o balp you find a boaos vouw caw afford — and that
means one that won't bust vour budger!

¥ Used with penmizsion from DavePameay com For halp deciding which more-
zage 15 right for vou, visit hips. samnw daveramsey. com ' mortga ge-caloulator

Diave Rawmzey 11 CEQ of Ramsay Solutions. He har authored toven bezst-zeiling
books, mciudime The Tota! Money Makeover The Dhve Ramcey Show iz heard
By more than 13 million Iistenars each week an 585 radio stagons and multiple
digital plagforme. Follow Dave on the web ar dmeeramsgy com and on Twitter ar
(@ DaveRamsey.

< > COOPERTIRES

QUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON!

DISCOYERER SRX
Fremivm laxary
COTISAT Towring

DISCOVERER AITS

Frvmium Al Terrain
UTISAT Light Daty

C55 ULTRA TOURING
Fremium [arary Peanng

Spruce Pine Tire
828 765 2186

Monday: Friday Tam-5pm
977 Oak Ave Spruce Pine NC 28777

€L COOPERTIRES

vwrarw. brenews com
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An Open Letter To The Churches
Of Yancey County

By Vivian Hollifield

Emcay Coungy

Far over 40 years. the Vanoey Coumty Conumittes on A mine and the
myp to one of our Coumty™s most valnerabls populations. our sermor
sdules Chr mission statement indicates thar the primarny foous of oo mirisry will be the
over G0 years of age population of owr County. We fabfill this ministry each and every
day by accoamplishing the folleaing

1. Bdeals on wheels (delivered to 75 individuals each day)

2. Providing a face to face contact throngh our meals oo wheels proeram with many
imiividals who might not see another individus] af all during the day. This provides
both social interactions for these semiors as well a5 a wellness check on them

3. Providing muritions mesls to over TH individuals at our new faciliny lecated st 503

4. Providing educationsl classes by gualified professionals on subjects that aid and
SsEict oUT SeTvinTs.

5. Providing exercice classss that srenethen the physical well beine of our seniors.

6. Provide supplements] food items acquired from bJznns Food Bank in arder to
supplement our semior’s food budgst and aid thers in having a balsnced dist.

7. Painting and varsmas crafts classes,

&. Weskly Bible sady and devotionals.

0. By prowiding no cost ranspartaiion for seniors who desire to attend the meal at the
Senipr Center

Uhnforhmately, decressed fimding over the last five (5) years has resulied in our Senior
Center heiys nnable fo contime the oument pace of operations witdsont some additional
sources of income. The mcressed cost of raw fiood, elecmiciy and other basic supplies
for grants that we may gualify for and are sttempting to rmise finding in different ways.
W have and contimss to search for ways to oot oor expenses a5 mmch 25 we can without
CUPETLT CUT SETVICe B ur SerioTs.

W wonld like to ask your church to consider providing a contimming conmbaton fo
T sendor center by & momthly amonnt I your cnech bodgst. I only 40 cnmches would
dopate 55000 per month that wonld allow us to continne our mindstry to oo sendors. If
o church cannot do that, perhaps you would consider a love offering for ns several
times & vear.

Ifyou have awy questions please call Vivian Hollifisld ar 682-6011 or if vou desize,
arranzements conld be made for a speaker fo come and share with your comerezation

Fhian manages the Yancey Senior Citzens Canter and Lives i Burmsvilie, NC.

Singing in the Cave
By Jemry Lewis
McDowell County

Sinping comes namral when life is good the bills
are paid, the family is well, and the fithare looks bright
However, when the news isn't good, singing often
escapes us. David taught us in Psalm 57 to sing in the
cave. Bunning for his life, with his enemies camped all
around him he wrote:

B¢ mercifiel to me, O God, be merciful fo me, for i
you my sowl takes reflge; i the shadow of your wines Iwill rake ngfuge, ol the
storms gf destruction pass by (Psalm 57:1, ESV)

Before David sang, be cried out to God. His singing never glossed over his fiear,
never ignored his dilemma. When you're in the cave, there's no need to pretend
life is mood. Problems are problems. Hurts are borts. Bad news is bad news. A
imoubling diagnosis is a wonbling diagnosis. David calls his enemdes lons, fery
beasts with spears for testh and swrords for 3 tongue!

But he doesn't stay there.

My hoart iz steadiies, O Grod, pry hears is steadfast! Twill sing and make
maelody! (Psalm
577, BSV) '

This is the
same Poalm!
David is sull
sirmng i the
same cave. Saul
him Mone of
that hias chanmed
When you're in
the cave, you will |
have to will what
you do not feal.
Diavid refiects on
the character of
God (he wills 1o see God in spite of his circumstances) and as a result reflacts the
character of God (he feels God's presence).

What iz your sonzT When life noravels, what fills your mind? Your howsa? Your
car?

Jerry Lewis is Senior Pastor af Grace Commity Church im Marion.

MODELSHOWN IS NOT
/AILABLE UNDER-$80,000

AKX SEASON SALE

PUT YOUR TAX
| REFUND TOWARD
INEW ENERGY SMART
| HOMES STARTING
UNDER $60,000'

PSR JM1 AN INSTALLATION

828-433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NG 2B655
www. Claytonmorganton.com
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Unprecedented Increase in Midlife

White Death Rate for NC. Why?
By Dr. Mark Creech

Arccording to the Associated Press, Fesearchers at
East Carolina University in Greenville, W.C. say the
muidlife white death rate im 40 of the smie’s conntes is
seeing an nnprecedented increase,

When I first read this, I thought to myself, “Whar in
the world™ Buf the lead suthor of the study, Dr. Chris
Mansfield attribnted a large porton of the exacer-
bated mortality rate to “deaths of despair™ That's a classificanion that applies to
sniride, alrohol, and dmz albmse izzues. biansfield added thar the findings in the
Tar Heel smte reflact patonal rends,

In 2015, a couple of Princeton econonxisis relessed a gronmdbresking stady that
contended that the death rates among white middle-zged Amenicans kad claimed
nearly as many lives in the past 15 years as the spread of AIDS. The Guardian,
which reporied om the smady, said: “Thonzh not folly undersiood, the increased
deaths are largely thought o be 2 result of more swicides and the misuse of drugs
and alcohol, driven by easier access to powerful prescription painkillers, cheaper
high-guality bergin and greater financial siresses.”

It's not abways easy to pinpoeint what's af the heart of people’s despair but it's a
sure thing when drugs and alcobhol are n the mix  especially aloohol, the problems
imtensify. It"s ks throwing foel on the fire.

Alrohol and snicide are like bosom buddies. One-third of all snicides m the
United States imvolve alcobel Adult alooholics are 120 mmes mors likely to com-
it swicid

Cruitalophol com says, “Becanse alcohol makes people act more inmpulsively,
previons suicidal thoughts may evolve into action with the use of alcohol. Be-
canse aloohol inhibits the ability o reason, dnmmken people do not flly realize
consequences. . Fegalar slcohol abuse
canses depression, which is the main facror
in suicide. Shameful acts are performed
while abusing alcohol and these acts may
lead to suicidal feelings or acnons. . Drink-
ing canses countless izswes in people’s lives,
and may canse some o baliove suicide to be
the only answer.™

This is mot to menton many other aloo-
hol-related heakth isswes that can kill early in
life, such as alcobol poisoning and chromic
liwer disease — just to mention 3 couple.

It was inferesting to me to note that the
ECU study said, “‘Considering specific
canses of death for midlife whites in the state as a whole, the fited rates for heant
disezze, dighetes, and ling cancer in 2013 were lower than in 2000, but rates
52.0% from 2000 to 2013. The increzss in swicide deaths of midhfe whites is pro-
jected to be E0.0% in 2020. Smmdlarty, for liver diseass, the fined mortality rate of
nudlife whites increases by 315 8% from 2000 — 2013 and is estimated o be 39.7%
higher in 2020.7

Significant increases in suicide rates and liver disease” That smells of alcohol to
me, snd to most anyone else, I think, that's willing to be honest abont it

As someone who has been addressing alcohol policy in Morth Carelina smce
1999 T can say with suthority that Worth Carolina has done more in the last 18
years to repeal public health and safety reswmictions oo alcobol than any period
since Prohibition And woila, it appears the wamings that were easily dismissed
and left unhesded not to do this are now exacting theit toll in blood.

Moreowver, while the state has also been increasing accessibility to aloobol, we
for their despair —worship!

Last vear the MNorth Carplina Gemeral Assembly passaed, and Governor Boy
Cooper signed the “Brunch Bill," legislation that now allows establishments that
sell alcohol to begin sales early on Sunday momings, instead of watting until
noon when chmrch services are over Indiana and Georgia are cormently consider-

Proponents argue this shonldn't have a negative mmpact oo church attendance.
54ll, reputable smdies show that when a state repeals its Bluoe Laws, not only does
thiz escalate alcohol-related problems, but religions amendsnce falls.

Worship is necessary to the recreation of the battered and broken spirit of hu-
manity. We desperately need it becanse lifs often gets our goat.

Dz vou know the origin of that _
expression? Racshorse owmers
nsed to put A Zoat i the stall with
sensitive, high stung horses. The
presence of 3 docile goat would
help quiet and relax the horse.
Sometimes before a big race, an
nnprincipled owner would steal
the goat out of a iwal’s stable.

He knew that if e could “pet
hiz neighbor’s goat™ his borse
wouldn't nan the race wall.

This is the day of janzled nerves
and complicated personal prob-
lems. Life often gets our geat and we don’t ma the race of life well. Buf sound re-
search demonsirates that regular charch attendance resulis in people having stabla
farmily lives, fewer mstances of divorce, fewer ot of wedlock births, and less

crime and addiction issues. Those who atftend charch regnlarly also have positive
health benafits such as increased lomgevity, bess killer diseases, and better chances
for recowery fiom illness,

If vou are wondering why the experts at ECT didn't see the same increase in
mortality rates in nudlife nonwhites as whites, their siady did say for reasons
unknown that there was no evidence of incresses in heavy drinking among midlife
nonwhites. Maybe thai’s becanse, penerally speaking. nomwhites, more specifi-
cally blacks, attend charch more often by higher marging than whites,

If wour life is rddled vrith misfortoms. vow might want to ditch the booze or
other drmigs. You definitely ought not to fake your own life. It may sound overly
simplistic, but let me suggest going to church. Try a Christ-centered, Bible-be-
lieving felloarship for a while, with an open mind and heart. It might just save and
extend your lifie.

Reverend Dr: Mark Creech iz Executive Director gf the NC Christian Action

League. You may contact kim at nev.markereechi@chrisianactionleague. org or
AIA-FET-DE06

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Lirtle Our Of The Wy, But ALOT Less o Pav”

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

Jonsered

Saws

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58@ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, hitle chnldren, and have evercome them:
because grearer 1s e that 15 1 you, than he that 15 i the

world. 1 John 4:4

www. brenews.com

March 2018 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 21



1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
. recycling for a cleaner cﬂmmumty

%<9 and a greener environment, %Q

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions

to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Chelsea's Blog

Laughter
By Chelsea Blevins
Emcgy Cowndy

Cme of nry most favorits things aboat life i= langher. That
babbly feeling vou get with & gigzle or that desp rumible that
comes from the most pure and Tarest form of happiness. Yesh
lmaghing is ooy favorie.

There is something really special sbout seeing the expres-
sions of oihers. Feeling sormeone else’s feelings in that sane moment together.

Sometmes [ think God has to talk to me with amor to get my attention.

If T am beins honess i isn't shways tat I WANT o hesr what God is rying o do with
ooy fe. I nm af the slighiest sound of fear and valnerability, I dom't like to feel uncom-
fortable, I don't like to be “teat zml”, I don't like things not gomz the way I planned

Sep here is where (God langhs. Becawse for me to think for a second ny plan would be
better than the One who breathed Hfe into me? Who am I kiddng.

A while back [ received a call from oy sister and I could bear the womry and the fear m
her voics. T dhink for 3 few nrimstes the world falt as if it came to a standetill. Yoo knoo
ihat momnent when fear sets in and vou ust want to oo That moment when you have no
idea what to =5y or do or bow to feel. You maybe even have 3 litfle anzer st why God is
albowing this to happen. That, why me? winy now God? moment. My brother-in-law was
diagnosed with cancer.

I can ondy imsge what my sister went throngh. Wheat ooy brother-n-lawr went throush
What thoughts the dewil tmed o tell them as pewhmweds. But, va wanna know somne-
thing?

They never for 3 moment kot fear step méo the race God had st for them They never
let the enenyy drag them dowmn in defeat.

They leamed o langh in the face of fear

They leamed dhat beranse fasns is enonsh nothing was too big.

I think we all have to reach a point in our Ives. The point when we realize Jasns is all
there iz, and he is enongh. He is more than enongh

This lLife is 3 race and sometimes it's tough, It with Fesos we can finish. Mot only
fimich bt findch smong and bold. T like to think of Fesus a5 my sideline motivaior "Come
on, you can do this! Dion't zive up! Walk and not growy weary! Fam and not faint! Use the
strenpsh I've given vou! T have prepared you fior diis! Thave prepared yon!"”

Mavbe you are letting your fear keep vou from fmishing the race (God has prepaned for
o Mlaybe you're rellimz vourself you'ne not stong enowszh or that you're ot equipped
o finish. Bui I think thet's wiy we often get so confiized.

It i=n't ns who finishes the race. It's Jesns inus. W finich and only finish barmze of
Jesus. Tt has nodhine to do with our own capehdlity:

Drannd weas just 8 weak lisths shepherd boar bat JTenis made him strome

There were just five leaves of bread, but with Jesus it fed five thonsand.

Lazams was dead, g Fesns showed up.

Awomen was thirsty, Jesus gave her an everlasting drink.

Satan thought he had won, Inat the tomb was enpty.

We lurve to have faith for God to work I oor lives. When fear setties in we have o
remnind Satan of the empty toob.

‘We aren't capahble of nmach alone ut with God the scene chanees quickly. We aren't
made o be enough on our own. The places where you can't reach. Grod can. and T prom-
iz won he iz gorma fil] thosa zape.

My broder-in-law didn't have cancer on his agends and he sure dide's want to hear
thiose wiords bt throwsh thar morment (od srew him and molded him Becanse of faith
he fiwiched the race. He was clesred and is motw can-
et free. His testimoay leaves me speachless.

We may not alarays like the way we are baing
Erovn bt if Grod 5 rowing 1S then we have the
opporunity to have joy & we go thoough the process,
Letting God mew cur Lives is an all the way deal
When you let Fesns in He wanis past the front dioor.
We have to welcome him into every room i our :
hearts, r -4
There's more to life and God than ups and dovwns. ?*\.\
Life is alwavs going to be that way. The caly con- .
stamvt thime in this life is Tesns, Tt we decids he i

emouph nothins elos ever will be
Cancer may become a fraquent word i your fam- H:mhmdlam my Sister
ily. and Brother-in-law.

Heartbreak might be knocking at your doon

“YWour worst fear might becomne your reality.

Bax, there is power i the name of Jesus and God is 50 nnech bigzer. He really, really
is,

Grod wanis to do =0 omech in our lives, tnat we bave to be willing fo alow Him in We
have to allow Him to wook and af times that means being imoomfortable and vulnerable.
That meams allowing Him to grow us i his way and His tme.

Following Fesns is more than umning af the sound of fear.

Following Jemns is standing finm in faith and balievine what He says even when fear
tells ws to num. Pollowing Jesus i findime hematy in disaster: Followaing Feans is finishing
the race when Satan sttempts 1o bind vou with chains. Following Fesns is learning i
lmagh in the face of fear.

With Jesus, we can laugh

‘With Jesus we can boldly, fearlessly, and jorvfl fimish the race before us.

5o, 1 mile or 100 miles, fast or slow, [ pray vou take vour wild heart and yvou nun the race
that is szt before vou, bold, fearless, and joyiul

(Thanks to mv bovely sister and brother for aliowing me to wimess God work in vour
linves. Yom taught me to bnxzh at fear and the true meaning of fxith. Love youl)

Cheisaa liver in Burnsville, artended Mountaim Herftage High School and Sourk
Collzge
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Armed with God's Word
By Allen Buchanan
Mitchell County

Affer drinking his Coca-Cola, the pilot decided to
toss the empry glass bottle oot the window of his small
girplane a5 he flew over the desert of Africa Little
did he know that on the earth’s foor below, the hottle
wionld mske such an impact. Fortunately, the bottle had
not rashed down on anyone’s head. Instead, it hit the
ground hard and didn’t shatter. One of the local tmibes-
men happened to see it just about the tme it hit the ground. He didn't have a chie
a5 to what it was, or that something could fz2ll out of the sky, As be picked it up
io exanune it, ofhers were watching and came over fo see too. As guickly as this
bottle had entered his life, iz personality bad changed, and he wasn't willing to
share. His next thought was what fo do with it? Bafore long he had discovered
he could carry sand watsr and even food m it. His fellow mibesmen thoaght he
should share the bottle. But there was only one and ev-
Eryone seerm o want it as their own. This led to problems
1 within the wibe. Arpoments and fights broke out over the

| possassion of one bottle. The wikal leader stepped m and

\ declared it must be retumed before someone got bt or
even killed for it. He explains that the gods nnst be crazy
1o send therm such an object. After the mibe med to throw
it back up in the sky where it had come from, they deter-
mined that since the world was fiat, the leader would walk
to the end of the earth and drop it off. This story came
from the 1930 Indie flm_“The God’s bust Be Crazy™.

I told you about the Cocs-Cola bottle as a way to say
that with everything made it started out with good infen-
tions. Once Satsn got his hands on it we started spinving
dowrward and ont-of-contrel Afrer the school shootings
in Parkland FL recently, I'd give amyihing o have the
answer that wonld stop all this violence once and fior all.
Wy heart is shocked each time I bear of apother shoot-
ing becanse the munbers keep increasing. Can it all be
blamed om puns? I donbt it. Wespons have been aroumd throushout history and
used im warfare and for protection. Guns have provided mamy meeals for starving
families

Back in the early 80's as technology was coming on the scene, I encouraged
people of all ages to make nse of it to expand their imamination All the endless
possibilities that conld now be accomplished through 3 computer chip was simply
amaring. Vet here in 2008, Twish to some degree this technolosy kad skipped
our gensration or not happened arall

If we look at just cne avenne of shootings within America, =3y high school; is
it possible that our teenapers do this to get their name in print or to Zet many likes
or hits on Facebook and YouToke? The youth kave always wanted to be loved
and given as much sttention as possible. If they don't get it at home, social media
is there to carch them, Somewherse along the way, Satan has convinced them that
their talents or sports are no longer the best places to grab their ten minutes of
fame. You've got to kill. Mo, a thousand times Mo! God's word says otherwise;
Exoduas 20:13 states “Thou shalt pot &I Before we can get anyone to obey
God's word, they must first know Him It's too Late now to pray that everyone
who was killed in Parkland was saved It's not too late to make sure your teenamer
has Jesns in their heart the next dme they snter their high school campns. Arm
vour child! Mot with gons. but with God's Word

"My brerhren, be sivong in the Lowd, and m the power af s might. Pur on the
whale armour qf God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles gf the devil.
For we wrastie mo? against flazh and blood, but apainst principaiifiies, against
Powars, against the rulers of the darfness of thizs warld, apaimst spiriinval wicked-
ness i high places. Whergfbre take unio you the whoie armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, fo stand. ™
Ephesians §10-14 ETV

Allen Buchanan i a freelance Chriztian writer Allen attends Bear Creek Baprist
church.
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Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400
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- Peace
y Dastor Terry Cheek T.D.
& McDewell Coungy

USED I am writing this month with a heavy heart. The school |
7 shooting in Florida is just 24 howrs old The 35S 1=
Polifical posturing has begun to take a toll on the naton.
* Come and see the friendly staff at Jonathan's People ate being polarized once azzin by social engi-

for all your appliancs needs. neers, social media and cultiral icons.
* W repair all major brands of appliances. The victims and their families are left traumatized and vulnerable to manipula-
* W repair Monitor Heaters! o Most of us reading this article and even myself as I write it camnot begin to

- — understand the sormow these people are living. I can’t imagine getfing a phone call
ﬁ#}mﬁ and being rold my daughter (who is a teacher) and two of my grandchildren at the

Cash It, Don’t Trash It! same school have been killed by a gunman who entered the schoal. Yer, T realize

We buy your used appliances! R TN it's possible, given the day we live . What can we possibly leam from God's
+ Dryers word shout wapedies liks thess and how we should handle themn?
I want to share with yvou 10 pieces of scripture that T hops will help von tedsy
149 Roan 5t., Spruce Pine, NC * Stoves or st some point in your life. Becanse in some way, shape, form or fashion ragedy

828-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators will strike us all.

1. John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unte you- nof as the
warkd ghveth, gne Junte yvou. Lef rot your hoart be troubled, neither lat it be
gffaid.

If we contmuee to look for a sohation to viclence o Earth, we will never find
it. Mo ome can solve these problems. Instead, we mmst start putting our trust back
in the Lord. We have pushed God ont of America, it shows with the culure of
violence we have. I remember poing to school and every car and mack in the park-
ing lot kad a nfls or shotpum in it There were no school shootings. Becanse we
respected life and the giver of life.

& 2. Pralm 55:22 Cast thy burden wpon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he
shall never syffer the righteous fo he moved
When we send our cares, our worries and our praises to the Lord, He hears us
THE and blesses those who claim His name The Lord said ofien that He wonld never
cast His eyes from His children when they called out fo Him. "We cannot bope to

PRESCRIPTION PAD | s et m st

us the most.

OF BURNSVILLE 3. Psalm 56:3 What time I am afvaid, Twill trust in thee.

God knows all. He knows the somow we feel and knows when our bearts are

“The Service rﬂ"nﬂﬁ‘fﬁum ﬁﬂﬂﬂkﬁbﬂﬁﬁlfrﬂf heavy. When this world ssems too scary to face alone, remember to put your st
. i in the Lord, and koo that His plan will conguer all.

=We accept all major msurance plans 4. Deusercnomy 31:6 Be strong and qf @ zood courage, fear not, nar be qfvaid

*Drive-thro window qf them: for the LORD thy God, ke it iz that doth go with thee: he will not fixil

*Easy transfers thee, nor forsake thee.
_ '_""Bt‘.l.ﬂ'i'l"_'l-' service available _ Rei mﬁng Hemlf L
*Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience 5. Matthew 5:4 Blesrad are they that mourn: for thay shail be congforted.

*Open 7 dayvs a week There is comfort in the Lord for those who are mourning tragedy. Calling upoa

him in cur time of need is not bemg weak, it is showing that our trost has been put
in Him and that He is who we seek out in our times of grief

6. Psalm 147:3 He heagleth the broken in heart, and lindeth up their wounds.
There is comyfort i the Lond fo thaze wiko
Eanuinely reach out to him.

7. Lamentations 3:47-48 Fagr and a
sware 15 come upon wx, desolation and
dazstructfon. (950 Ming eye runnath down
with Fivers of water for the deztruction af
the daughter gf my people.

The Lord is nod ignorant of our suffer-
ings_ For those who call out to Him He is
there to provide peace.

8. Lamentations 3:55-57 J called wpon

- = OLORD, the low dun-
730 E. Main St. - Burnsville S T e

828-678-3914 (57 T cevest e i e ey e
called upon thee: thou said, Fear not.

The Lord pives us strength when we are
weak and gives us comfort when we are
scared.

2. Fiomans 12:17-19 Recompense io Ho

HABITAT RESTORE | ;oo o i sivg e
rha sight of all men. (18} it be pozsible,
Mitchell & Yancey County as much as lieth in you. live peaceably with

ali man. (19 Dearly beloved, avenge mot

=Locally owned and operated
*Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™

= Doors ﬁrmhﬁ.iutmﬂﬂ'gnuphﬂmﬂnﬂﬁ.ﬁ:rﬁmmﬂhﬂ,ﬁﬂgmﬂum
wile Helping Othery ~Windows Twill repay, saith the Lard. o
sﬂulmunﬂrﬂr Pevenge i= not ours to fzke. Evil weighs down our hearts and becomes &
- Appliances naverending cycle. The Lord will svenge those who chose to live an evil life with

* Housewares
10. Fomans 12:2]1 Be not overcome gf @il but overcome vl with good.
Continee to look fowards the Son in all you do. Do not let the evil in this world
OVErCoIne your convicton to do what is godly and right. A small mpple can lead to
¥ Habitat for Humanity’ e s

ReStore .= | =====

Tarry Cheak is Pazitor of Calvary Bapfizt Church in Marion.

(828) 766-9000
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By Joy Harwood Baldvwin

PALM BRANCHES

I sinod among a lively crowd
As Jesus passed that day
His mission to aecomplish
The King wonld come our way.
The peaple spread their garments
Palm Branches from frees so green
They placed them in Hiz patireay
In honor af the King
Hg came riding on a donkey

Palm Branches made a way ity irue
For the Awesome One fo ride

His robe of purple, white and blue.

Hosanna to The Son of David
Praizes rang ont fo The Highest
His face shined Like the brightest sun
Jesus of Nazareth, He was the Christ

Joy iz @ resident of Madizon County, where She now [ives with her Rusband,
Dy Jow Baldwin. She iz currently a member gf Mt Zion Bapsist church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previows member, she calls Forks qf hiy Mizsionary Baprizt
Church in Wemaerville, “home away from home”. She it corently singineg with the
Gospel Growp “Jonahs Toaice ™ our gf Mars Hill, NC. Har latest song “"Homecam-
ing ™ will soon be heard By many.

Hospice and Palliative Care
Of the Blue Ridge

Thrift Store

Located in Ledger N.C

We offer a huge selection of :

Furniture Antiques Books Art Clothing
Home Furnishings Jewelry Electronics

And much, much more

Closed on Sunday & Monday ,Open Tuesday
thru Friday 9:00-4:30, Saturday 9.00-12:30

SHOP~DONATE~VOLUNTEER~SUPPORT

* March Special

All Winter Clothing 25 Cents!

(828)-688-6400

828-682-9675

A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE!

HONORS elite

www. brenews. com
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Mine Creek

Is Life Really Like a Box of Candy?
By Lana Ellis
KEingzpors, Tennessee

Forest (Gump said “Life is like a box of chocolstes,
you never know what you're goona get.” I'moafraid I
hawe to dizagree with Forest. A hrmurionsly wrapped box
of candy with each piece of perfectly shaped chocolates
nestled smaggly and safely in tiny cups or wrapped in gold
fidl is a far ooy from real life Life does not come with all

the pieces neathy assembled. Therefore to me life is mwore
like a jizsaw puzzle. It was while working a rather difficult puzzle that I bezan
sesimg how easily it conld represent life.

A puzzls piece that looks like it should fit bat doemn’t vet we may have the
tendancy to try to pound it inte place -Trying to make a piece fit is like one who
makes poor choices in life and attermpes to justfy them  Sometimes I can return to
the puzzle that had “puzzled” me and immediately pick up a piece and pat it into
itz proper place - With some sitnstions in life there’s pot an mmeadiate soluton.
That’s when we step back, pray and wait. Then one day the answer comes and
the piece fits. In the more complicated puzzles there will be a lot of pieces that
look alike — These are difficult sitestions
in life that seem mmpossible at the mme
— Hearing the doctor’s diagnoses, facimg
months of cherm and rebak, marital "%
problems, the wayward child or even il
raizing children in general. Jesus said
that we wonld have tribulstions in this i
life but we're also told that tribulations |
produce perseverance resulting in a hope -
that does not dissppoimnt.

The jipsaw puzzle could have 3 miss-
ing piece. W?utshmldhawhe&nahmmﬂﬂplcmnslﬂrmﬂuhlankspm
The death of a loved one cettainly lesves a bole in one's life bat as bad as that
is there Is no comparison to the gaping hole in a life without JTesus. If your life
is missing Fems there is no better fme than right now o st Him to complets
the pichare. Omce He Is in place the rest of our puzzled life pisces have a better
chance to fall in place and & soozzly together,

5o back to the question — “Is life like a box of candy™ Wy desire for all of us
iz that thers will be lots of days that are chocolate covered morsels of swesmess
bt we shouldn't be surprised when thera are days that are more like dill pickles,
sonr grapes or indigestion from 3 bowl of chili  After all, at timies life can be a bit
“puzzlinz”.

Lana Elliz rezides i Eingzpori TN, nexs door fo prandchildren.  Church is Wzt
Colonial Hillz Baptist Chumnch.

5 Common
Myths
About

j.'\,_ Hesploe and Palliative

= = Cyre of the Blue Ridge
\' Fitrrare by Hirtped oo Bee R

Hospice

Myth 1. Hospice is only appropriate for people who are in

the last few days of life

Haspice i for aryone with an advanced iBness. Hosploe can do so much to make
the patient comfartable and have a Betber quality of life, Education and Suppoedn
is abso pravided for family me mbers, 1T i much beter o the patient and theis
Family wilian senvices start sooner rather that later,

Myth 2. Hospice is too expensive

A5 3 nonprafit, communiy-based agency, Hospice of the Blue Ridge accepts
people based on their need for care rather than thedr ability to pay.

Myth 3. Hospice is only for people who have cancer

Haspice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge serves individuals with 3 variety of
medical conditions inn:lu-dlr‘%qend stage heart disease, dementia, kidney and
lung disease. Hospice cares for people of 2l ages.

Myth 4. You are required to have a do-not-resuscitate order

The goal of Hospice is to allow for a comfartable, peaceful end-of-life experi-
erce, While some people chopse to have 3 DNA to aaoid unnecessany medical
imervankion, you are Aot required bo have 3 DNR o receive hodpeos carn,
Myth 5. People die faster on Hospice

Reseasch shows that patbents on hospice actuadly live lorger and have betior
t:u_:nlirz of lifie than those who do nat have hospice, it is best far people to re-
cieive haspioe earlier In their digedse process b got the suppoert Rhat they nesd,

Sering Milehell, Yameey and Wery Coundies 25 well & apger Melowell and Burke Gsonties

FOR MORE INFORMATION anL’[BEB)-?GS-Eﬁ??

The Heart of Man
By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Mitchell Coumty

In Matthew 15 verses 1-20, Tesus feaches an all-
important bessom to the relizions leaders and His dis-
ciples abowt man's heart problem Ha's not talking abeat

context how this lesson came about.

The scribes and Pharizees, which were the Jewish
leaders, came to Jesus and asked Him a question. They
wanted to know why His disciples broke their fradition by not washing their hands
before they ate. More than likely, these men kad made a litile religious ceremony
from hand washing! I imagine that before they sat dowm to est they all would go
throwgh this lintle rimal of washing their hands and it bad become such a tradition
to them they expected everyone else o observe it. Jesus pointed out that they weare
miore worried abont 4 men-made tradition than the commandment to bonor their
parents (read vs. 3-T). They should have been more concerned abont keeping the
law of God than a tradition of man. Tesns calls them bypocrites in verse 71 He said
they honorad Him with their lips. bat their hearts were far froom Him: They wnor-
shipped in vzin and tanzht their raditons like they were docmines of God They
ignored God's word and had made their tradittons a law and expected everyone fo
keep it. Folks are still dodng that today!

While washing one's kands is certainly zood hygiene, it is not 8 conumandment
of God. Beginning in verse 10, Jesus teaches ns 3 very important lesson aboat
the heart of man. While the Pharisees were wormied about something physically
entering their body and defiling them_ Jesns explained the things which a mam ears
dpem't defile him bt it's the things which come from his heart, from the inner
man, that will defile himn. They were blind leaders leading blind followers! They
=nd their teaching were not of God and would be rooted up (ve. 13-14).

Peter asks Jesus i verse 15 to explain the parable to them  Verses 16-20 are of
the nfrmest mportance when it comes to understanding the inner heart of man. For
Spme reason, our society keeps believing that if we can just change the outwarnd
condition, outward influences, outward appeatance, the outward svailability, out-
ward whatever, that man will stop doing evil things. Fesus explains o us, if we'll
just listen, what needs to change. 1 want to quote this, so we can all gat info our
thick skulls what causes men to do wicked things.

Matthew 15:16-20 dnd Jesus said, Are ye also yer without understanding?

Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in af the mouth poeth o

rha belly and is cast our it the draught. But thase things which proceed out of
the mouth come forth from the hears; and they dafile a man. For out of the heart
proceed evil thowehts, murders, adultertes, fornicaiions, thefts, falre witness, blas-
phemies; thece ame the things which dgfile o mon: but fo eaf with urwaz hen hanads
dgfileth not a man.

Omce again, our hearts are broken from heatmg about another school shooting.
Wy heart goes out in prayer for all those affected and who have lost loved ones.
Way God grant peace and grace to those who have been buat by such a senseless
and evil act. Omce again, the question is asked, "What was the motve™ or "Why
would soomecone do such a thing? The politicians are already using this wagedy
push for laws resmicting guns. The political pandering and finger pointing will go
on for months. All the while most people will ignore the root of the problem: the
wicked heart of man. Wicked people do wicked things because of a wicked heart.
We can restrict Fum owner-
ship, and wicked people will
uze hox cufters and airplanes.
We can place restrictions on
who can iravel in planes and
wicked people will use ome-
made bombs in subwrays. The
problem is not that which we
iry to change oo the owtside
of man, the problem stems
from the inner heart of man.
If the heart is not changed,
the things wicked people do
will confinne. We can soresm,
fight and debate all we want
but what's in the wall (heart)
will always come up in the
bucket!

Jesus changes hearts! As
long as mankind rejects the
Ome who can change who
they are on the inside, the
wicked things they do on the ontide will contoue. Wo matter bow many laws
of raditions man comes up with, wicked people will always do wicked things,
The problerm is not with laws bat with man's heart. A wicked heart will always
find 3 way to do wicked thinzs. There st be a transformation of the heart of
man befors our society will ever zee an end to these senselsss acts of violence.

We regulste alcohol bat people stll drink and dove and kill innocent people. We
regalate drugs and people stll 521l and use them illagally. We tike peoples driver’s
license fior alcohol and dmz use, and guess what, they stll zet mte a vehicle amd
drive under the inflwence and kill innocent people! We incarcerste rapist and child
mlesters, they will serve their ime and most likely rape and molest again if
siven the chance. We better wake up my friends and realize what the root of the
problem is: It's the heart of man!

Preacher Chriz Rathbone serves az Pasior af Mine Creek Bapiist Chunch.

www. bremews . com
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What's Your “One Thing"?
By Joyce Meyer

What's Your “One Thing™?

When it comes to your relatonship with God, howar
dao you rate itT Dho vou judee it by how often vou go to
church? Or how many Scripfure verses you we M-
rized.. mayhes the length of your prayer tme? Does any of
that really matier?

Well, the answers to these questions are yes and oo, Yes, there’s a benefit to at-
tending charch. Sure, it's good to know the Word of God. And prayer—mwell, you
really can’t pray too nmch. Buf it deesn't matter whether you're sifting in 3 pew
every fime the church doors open or even if you can quote the whole Bible. It
doesn’t matter how long or foud youn pray!

That may sound like a conmadiction, tar it’s not. Yes, go to church worship
and fellowship with other Christians. Cerminty, we should learn God's Word and
know hemar to apply it to our lives. And bike I said yon simply cannoet pray too
omch. But no. none of that impresses God or proves anything to Him_ He is not
loggmg your prayer hours.

Yo see Christisnity 15 not sbouat our weekly chorch attendancs. Many peaple
Zo to church offen and bear many semmons, but kardly put much of what they
leam into action. Bt real Christianity is about having a personal, intimate rela-
tiomship with Christ. It's about learming how to live an sbumdant, parposefal life.

We can go to church each week and bear 3 powerful, life-changing message
every fime, but when we hear a sermon, we need to focas on what really toaches
our life in 3 personal way. That's most Likely the thing God wants to deal with us
shout. Then, we nead to go home and meditste on it, study more abowt that subject
in God’s Word, and spend time in prayer seeking how to apply that troth to our
hifie.

That’s what infimacy with God i= all about. It's a personal relationship with
Him It's Him being imolved in our lives, and it's knowing He’s aware of and
concerned ahout all the details — even the sepmingly incipnificant or non-spirimal
details.

I revvernber years ago when my buas-
band, Dave, and I used to be in a bowl-
ing leagne. God had recanily touched
oy life in a powerful way. On my way
o bowl one evening, God spoke fo my
heart and =said. “Why don't you ask he
io belp yoo bowl?” Bowl? God? Yes...
wea're concerned abomt———our health
our finances, raising our children or
whatever it is we need. That's hoar
personal a relationchip with God is!

He is concemed about everything that
concerns ns. We don't have to divide
our lives into the sacred and the secu-
lar Ephesians §10 (AMEP) says o “be
empowered through vour umion with
Him ™ Our whole life is sacred because
God s in it

S0, why does it seem like some
people are rmch closer to Him than
others? Dipes God have favorites? Wiy
dio spms seem to have a desper ralationship with Him™ Why can®t we all have
that?
level of mtimacy with Him. We are each as closs to God 25 we want o be. And
the closer we get o God, the more intimate we become in our relationship with
Him and the more we grow and mamre spirimally. In other wornds, we grow up.
Dravid had the right idea. He said. “Owne thing I have asked of the Lord, and that T
will seek; that I may awell in the house gf the Lord fin His presence] all the days
of my ljfe, to paze upon the beauty [the delightful loveliness and majestic gran-
denr] gf the Lord and to meditare in His temple” (Psalm 274 AP

Diavid was more concerned with seeking God®s face — His presence — than sesk-
ing His hand — what God could do for him  He simply loved God. And becanse of
that, he grew in character, excellence and intsprity, and became a mighty king.

Jesus had many followers. Twele of them were close fends that He spent
omich time with. Three of them went with Him info special simations and cir-
CUMSTances to mindster to someone. And then there was one who actually called
himzelf “the disciple whom Jesns loved!™

All of these people spent time with Jesus. Sooe were clozer to Him than others,
Tt He lowed them all. And He loves all of ns. God will never love any of us more
than He does right this mimute. He has a plan for each ope of our lives. The one
thing that's more important than aovihing is spending tdme with Him The onlky
gquestion is: How close do vou want to be?

Please note: The views and opinions expressed throughout this publication and/
or website are thoss of the respective anthors and do not necessarily refiect thoze
of Foyre Meyer Ministries.

Jayre Mayer iz a New York ITmes beztzaliimg author and founder of Joyce Mewr
Afiniztries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, imcluding Bartigiield gff
it Mind and Charioad: How fo Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Tourze[f from the
Prezzere of Stmess (Hacheite). She hast the Enjoying Everyday Life radie and T
programs, which air on uwdreds of stations worldwide. For more information,

By Claudia Bailey Honeyoon
Miichel] County

There are days I lowe small toom life. Today is one.
Baby E and I met some of our desr friends for lonch. Love
them o pmsch. T wanted to encourage them as they are
hesding to Cruke to begin meaments. Of course, & didn’t
wiok out that way., They speat an hour encouraging me and
malking ahout the goodness of God We went o DFT"s. What E
an swessme place to have in towm, where people just meet each other. For coffee, oo
food, or work, of prayer, or company meetings, or st good food. Wy kid works there
oo, 50 I am a bit partial to the litle one in the jeans and black &-shir, with the messy

Amywray, we grabbed the hving romm on the left 25 youwalk in. I'was so aware of
the crowd i there. Friends stopped by to check on the balry and t=ll ns how mnch
they Loved ns and had prayed us
throuzh  Friends stopped to oz
oty friends and pive them wards
of wisdom and encouragement an
their pectt journey. Lots of bugs.
Lots of handchskes Lots of smiles
and laughter. It was such a bless-
iz to see how small fowns really
wik. People for the most part,
lowe each pther They pray for
each other. They encourage one
snother, through kidney stomes. and babies. and desths, and sickness, and aping par-
entz and ooubled kids. .. How meny thonsand cups of coffee. or sopops of ice cream
have besn sharad in thet window living room while people just loved aach other?

I oo yivemy o thie street early on Sanrday momimes, having breakfast and catch-

g up, o whatever men do daring those times. Maybe they just eat. [ dunno. I see
winten talking a thousand miles an howr, trying to get it 2l o before their hinch break
is ower, of they have to pick up the kids from somewhers. [ see teenazers come i after
school, fora coffes, or & guick snack before the ballzame. Lots of homework. Lois
of job work. Lots of newspaper reading. Loss of bugs and sears, and happy times and
gzood, old-fashioned talking. Like face to face vse your mouth and hands and eves, mot
mexing. . talking!

I'm rthankful for places like that downtown. I'm themkfil for small tovm friendships.
and small-town suppart systems. It's mmportant to recopmize pood thines. Todsy, it
was 3 good day to be from Spruce Pine.

Claudia iz a wife, mother, and grandmother wioe as ghen up her career fo "siend
in the gap™

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new OB and Pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your
family before and
after your delivery.

Call today to
schedule an
appointment!

a‘MCHP

MOUNTAIMN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHMERSHIF

Providing prenatal and family care
for more than 70 yearst

We Take BlueCross BlueShield Insurance

Celo
£75-4116

Bakersville

Spruce Pine

G88-2104 GE8-2104

www. bremews. com

March 2018 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 27



Bits ‘n Pieces

Burke County

Burle Conniy MNational Day of Frayver Women®s Prayer Lunchean

Speaker: Jesoie Senaca

Diate: Friday, April 27, 11:30am - 1:00 pm.

Tickets: Contact Mancy Whalley: nancywhalleyl{@zmail com or (328) 4374732
This Prayer Loncheon iz 8 preludes to the Mationsl Day of Prayer, Burke Connty
Historic Courthouse, Thursday, May 3, 2018, 12:00 noon for everyone.

Burke Comnfy Chamber - ACC Chili Cook Of—24th Anmual, Thursday, March
i, 11:00mm-1-30pm—Aorzanton Community House (120 North King Sireet)
Tickets: $7.00 available online or 5t the door All you can est. Enter Your crock-
pot of Clili and Win Up to 510000 downtownmorganton.com or call 438-5252
for info.

Catawha River Bapfist Association - Pockeis of Lostness: T know each of you
and all of pur churches sre concerned for those lost withont Christ (63,000)
Burke Coumty. While most in Burke County do not have a relztionship with Christ
there ars sreas where lostess is more concentrated These are the sreas we want
o place significant emphasis, o please join me on Monday, March 12¢h =t 10
am. as we share where these pockets are and then work together to find creatve
ways o reach them for Christ. We will have special guests fom the Convention
of M.C. and the Morth American Mission Boeard joining us so please do all you can
to mzke this a priority on your calendsr. This is for sl pastors/staif and leadership

Catmwha River Baptist Associstion will be bosting 3 Leadership Floundtable fior
Senior Adult Church Rinistries in Burke County on Tuesdsy, Barch 13th at 1:30
pm &t our CEBA office in Morganton. This will be 2 time of brainstorming and
information as Debra Kuykendall from the Morth Carolina Baptist A ging hmistry
shares spme crestive ideas that can be nsed for Senior Adult ministies in local
churches. Plesse join us for this fun and inspirme event.

This year's Associational Bible Drill and Speaker’s Toumament will be Sunday,
March 18th at 3 poam. at Wilkies Grone Baptst Chmrch in Connelly Spongs. Bible
Dirill (Children & Youth) and Speakers Toumament (Youth) ministries ame a great
discipleship tool that belps stodents leam and memornize God's Word. For mora
informsation on this important discipleship mindstry please give us 3 call st our
CREBA office.

Come out and support the 2nd Annnal Sonth Mountam Bapsist Camp SE & Fun
Fam on Szturday, March 10th at Catawba Meadows Park in Morganton, MC! Reg-
istration will begim st SAM the SE will begm st 9AM  and the 1-%dils Fun Fun
will begin at 2:45AM . There will be prizes for top finishers in each age category,
25 well as specizl mests waiting for everyone when they cross the finich ne! Tet
your kids hawe fim by dressing up 2o their favorite superhers or princess for the
Fun Fun. You can register online at www racesonline com and ssarching “South
Mountain Baptist Camp™. We hope to see you all there!

CGreat Hope Seventh-Diay Adventist Charch - "Eating You Alive™ movie, 7500
pm =t the 01d Fock School, Waldensian Foom in Valdese. "Eating Yoo Alive™

is & coonprehensive look into why we are so sick, who is profiting and who is
taking the "hit"_ It brings together evidence-based science. expert testimomy and
inspirational stories of people who have reversed disease and discovered the tuth
ghout how a Whole Food, Plani-based lifestyle can address and solve some of our
world's most cument crisis. Love offermg taken This is provided by your friends
at the Great Hope Seventh-day Adventist Chorch Questions? 828-334-0084

Aorganion Seventh-day Adventisi-Burke County - Chili Cook (O - Sunday,
Bizrch 11ih , af 1:00 pm_ at the MMorganton Sevenih-day Adventist Church, 2187
Jamestown Foad, Morganten, W.C. Come and enjoy good food and fallowship!
Easter Cantata - Saturday, March 31st_ &t 11:00 am  at the hMorzanion
Seventh-day Adventist Charch, 2187 Jamestown Foad, Morganton, M.C.

Cod's Closet - Morganton is a non-profit orgamization that will offer FREE cloth-
g to parents and [ or guardians of children ages O to 18 years of aze. If you or
someones you know is in nesd of children's clothing and / or would like to donate
and get volved, please ses the following contact mformation. We ask that every-
one be in prayer for the new God's Closet - Morganton ministry that it will be a
blesing to othars in our Burke County conummity.

God's Closet - Morganton

Phone - B28-244-3876

E-Mzil - morgantonmgodscloset. com

Website - waw. godscloset com

Facebook Page - God's Closet - Morganmon

odsClosethorzanton

After visitmg the God's Closet - Morganton Facebook Page please Like and Share
with your friends!

Teown of Valdese Commmmity Affairs & Tourizm
mangiiTvaldesenc pov | §28-E70-2120 | visitvaldese com

01d Colony Players, Inc_ is a performing arts and commnnity theatre companmy
operating since 1935 in the Town of Valdess, Morth Carolina. It was incorporated
in 1967 as a non-profit organization. In 2017, OCP celebrated the $0th consecn-
five season of producing the outdoor drama “From This Diay Forwrard ™ The
drama talls the story of the Waldenses, a people from the area knowm &8s the Cot-
fian Alps in Northem Italy near the French border, and the foimders of the Town
of Valdese. It is the fourth longest mmming cutdoor drama in Morth Carolins.
CiCP produces commmmunity theame performances thronghont the year, staged in the
renovated Old Fock School Anditoriom,

The 0d Colony Players. Inc. Beard of Divectors is seeking gualified candidates
for the full-tme positon of General Manager The ideal candidate should kave
knowladge and expenence with non-profit organizations, fondraising, business
znd financial skills, personne] managsment, and have 3 passion for the arts. The

position entzils volonteer and committes development, slong with community
relations. The candidate should hawve strong commmnication skills and the ability

o work well in 8 team.
Interested candidates can leam more about the OCP General Manager posi-

contact the Vildese Community Affairs office ar 828-E70-2120.

McDvowrell Conmty

Calvary Missionary Church - Sunday Moming March 25, 2018 the Parpose
Cruartet will present 3 song service. For more info contact Pastor Terry Chesk (@
www. theinspinmneword org

McDowell County, N.C., 0L31/2018: CarePartmers Hospice & Palliative Care
McDowell, winner of the 2016 SHPBest Hospice: Caregiver Satnsfaction Top 5%
Premier Perfonmer Award, is ourently seeking vohmreers. Positions available are
Patient Family Care Volunteers, Veteran Care Volunreers, Special Program/Event
Sobmtesrs, and Administrative Volunteers. Flewible days and howurs. To lesm
more sbout these vohmieer opportunities, please contact Scoft Sain af scott sxinga)
msj.org or czll EXE-652-13148,

Cross United AMethodist Church - 247 Sharing Food Paniry at Cross United
Methodist Charch in Marion. The food s available for aoyone o the coumiy who
is in peed and is available 24 hours & day, 7 days & week with no guestions asked.
We do zsk however that you take only what you need so items will be left for oth-
ers who may be in need The church is located at 85 West Cross Sireet in Marion
just past Blue Ridee Temace Aparmients in the Cross Mill Conommity. Donations
of non-perishable food irems and zently usad blankess are very nmch needed and
can be dropped off at the panoy site or you may call 828-442-8098 or 828-260-
9257. If you wonld like to make 3 monetsry donation, make checks payable to
Cross Uhunted Methodist Church ofo of Sussn Gossett, 68 Willis Dove, barion,
M.C. 28752 Your confinned prayers for this ontreach ministry are very nmch ap-
precizied!

First Baptist of Maron - Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Morth Carolina
Anmeal Gathering March 15-17, 2018 Enollwood Bapoist Chorch Winston-Salem
MC Lesdership Instimie Thursdsy, Barch 15 Tumes & Tales Thursday, biarch 15
Fridsy Gathering Fridsy, March 16 All Are Called Forom Samrday, March 17
Mission Trp We are headed to Houston, Texss where we will partoer with CBF
Field Personpel to provide Humicane Felief. Yowth/Parent Info Meeting - Jan
28th  Moon

Smming Like a Christian: A Wew Look at the 7 Deadly Sms Begins Feb. 2Eth
- 11 Weeks Led by Scott Hagaman; Location: Chapel Dir. Will Willmon Duke
Dhivinity professor and TMMC bishop, grapples with the seriousness of sim, wiich
is ultimately discoverad not in the badoess of bumanity bt in the goodness af
Christ. Willimon®s perspective provokes both conservative and liberal, as well as
2 lot of discussion. The focus is the “seven deadly sins.™ which identify homan
propeasity, visible svound ns and in our oam lives, to do evil

Grace Community Church—ew Prayer Line Lannckes in Manon, North
Caroling - Tames 5:16 says “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effec-
ove.” A T, Gordon said, “You can do myore than pray after yvou have prayed, but
vou camnot do more than pray untl you have prayed. ™ Churches in McDowell
Ciounty believe God's Word and agree with A J. Gordon. That's why they have
laumched 650-PEAY a prayer line where people can call anytme. leave 3 message
and know that charches in McDowell County will be praying for them. Hera's
how' it works. The prayer line (659-PRAY) is boused st Freedom Life Ministres
{reedomlifeminisiries. org). Each day prayer requests will be seof to 15 partner-
ing churches in McDowell County who will immediately send those requests to
prayer wamors in their clorches who will pray for them. The affact is knowing
that your prayer request is coverad daily by bundreds of people across McDiowell
Comnty. 659-PRAY will begin on September 1. Between now and then, please
ask your pastor if your church is imnodved. If not, enconrage your leaders to reach
out and get on board. For more information, please call Fobin at (E2E) 724-0500,
—Centact: Chris Allison Cell Phone: 828-550-7312 E-Mail: chrisirocketsled-
desirn com.

We will be taking 2 group fo Ecuador in Tune of 2018 to help with constrc-
tion, medicsl sssesoments and support fior women and children The cost i $1500
(more nfo to come). I you are interested email:robindgggraceforall org

Mitchell County

Al Saints of America Crthodox - On Satardays bepmning m Jone, All Saints

of Amenca Orthodex hMission will be hawving Divine Litargy af the meeting hall
located at Trinity Episcopal Charch, 15 Hemlock Asre, Sproce Pine, WC 2E777.
The Litorgy will be served weekly on Saturdays at 11:00 AR Fr Steven Webhb,
the priest appointed to serve the new mission, will be officiammg. While All Saints
of America Onthodox Rission is 3 part of the Fussian Orthodox Church, a1l sar-
vices are performed in the Englich lanpuaze.

Bear Creek Bapfist Church-Ledger - Celebrate Recovery Associational Bibls
Dmills on Samardsy, March 24, 2018

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Fegiswanon 730 am Drills 10:00 am Contact Martha
Burleson st §85-2407 or the associational office at 765-0412

This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program ziving bope and help for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wise(@:
3E5-D0461

Thers will be 3 mesting every Thursday night with someons thers to talk to
men women snd their farmilies

Berry Chapel Bapfist Churchk—The Living Lord"s Supper — The dates for this
year are Frday, March 30, 20018, 7-:00 p.m. and Satorday, March 31, 2013, 7200
pm

Calvary Chapel Aszheville - Spruce Pine - Calvary Chapel Chuoch in Asheville
is sponsoring 3 home fellowship and Bible Sdy in Spruce Pine. The fellowship
iz held on Thuarsday evenings at 7:00pm at T8 Sean Dr (Estatoe area—off Brashy
Creek Bd). Call Tobn Jackson 760-793-3709 for information snd directions. And
bring your Bills.

Firzt Baptist Church Spruce Pine will have a Sprimg Avraking with Dir Tim
Henry on March 24-25. Dir Fim is Pastor Emerims of FEC Orlando where he
served a5 Senior Pastor for over 30 years. He also is former SBC President in
1905-1006. Ssmrday Rarch 24, 6200 pm and Sundsy March 25, 10:45 am and
G600 pro. All Chamches Welcome.

Easter Bgz Huni: Samurday, March 315t is our next HOPE for Mitchell Coumniy
event with the Easter Egp lnmmt. We peed mdividoally wrapped candy and prizes
that will £t info the ezgs and voluntesrs to match up the recycled eggs. Children's
wagons will be available in the vestibuole and office for your donstions. We will

also hawe a “Fillmg Ezprs Party™ on Wednesday March 28th. from 2:00 to 1:00pm.
Lunch will be provided Pleass see Tamice Branch for more information.

Grassy Creelr Bapfist Church is hostong this year®s Choral Conference & Sing-
ingz S5chool. Loven Hams, baritone singer for the Eingdom Heirs, will be leading
the pmsic and teaching the songs. Choir members, onwsic directors and all who

love to sing are invited to jom s, The dates are Friday, March 9th (§-9pm) and

Satorday, March 10¢h (Pam-3pm). Cost is 520 per individual 535 per couple or
45 for & fammily; this price inclodes hunch on Saturdsy and 3 CD recording of the
final concert. Please call Pamicia Edwards (828-6582-1248) to reserve vour seat

and lunch a5 space is limited. Deadline to register is MMarch &th.

Suppert Group For Caregivers Of Those With Memory Loss To Hold Meet-
imgs The First Friday Of Each Month From 1-3Pm - Care & Share 3 newly-
formed support group for caregivers of loved ones who have memory loss, will
bold monthly meetings st the offices of Hospice & Palliative Care of the Bhae
Fuidze, 236 Hospital Dr. in Spruce Pine, from 1:00 PM. to 3:00 PR High Coun-
iy Caregiver Foundation welcomes and encoumages all caregivers fo attend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can quickly become ex-
bkansted, raumatized, and isolated, and this new group intends to provide support,
friendship, education information and referrals for caregivers. Monthly meetings
beld on the first Fridsy of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
Thera will be opporiumites for caregivers to tell thedr stories, leam wsefnl nps,
ade information, and give and gain support o others in the same simaton.

For forther information shout the group and the mesting please contact Suzanne
Fussell at (714} §14-5867 or Janet Ouzis at jnutounzis(@yahoo.com.

Downtown Spruce Pine - T have completad the 2018 calendar of events fior
downtown. This year, we have added = new event- “Downtown Day™. This will
be a day geared to bring our locals downtown to celebrate Maim Strest and all we
kave to offer. We are still working out the details, baf will have activities, games
and music planned and hope you will be part of the day. We have also scheduled 3
outdoor movies, in addidon to the summer concerts. (Sponsorship opporioties
are still available for these events if you would like to help. Many thanks to Tree
House Mountain Fealty, Peoples Fumniture, Superior Installation and Tropical
Gl for their support this season).

= Cnar sprimg clean- up will be 2 weeks before the Fire on the Mountain festival
If you can help or want to gat mvolved, let me know s we can always use exira
hands patting the town spiffed np before the event.

= Bestaurant oamers- we would like to zet vour ideas/fesdback on hear we can
belp ot more patrons to your door when we have our concertsmovies fammers
market. There is definitely a missed opportunity here. Conpons? special sales?
Brown bag lonch? If you have ideas, please call or email me and share T will take
all ideas back to the PR committes fior discussion.

= Fire on the Mountain will be the last Sxmrday in April fromn 10-4. Locust Sireet
will be closed, as nsual beginning late Frday night unal 5:00 pm on the 28th.
MMake plans to have all vehicles mowed prior to that night. More infio will be sent
as we get closar to the event. Also, the BEQ) festival will be in Riverside Park
azain this year, so vou will not have o worry about any sireet closings affecting
your businesses,

= If amyone wants one of the Historical Society Depot omaments, T have therm i
my office snll. Tust let me know when yon are coming if yon are inferested in
one.

= I have multiple businesses interested in locating downtown. If yon kave a “move
in ready™ space available or one coming availsble, and I have not been in touch,
please contact me asap.

= In case you missed . ... we are excited to partzer with the Spruce Pine Fanners
blarket bry hosting the event in Ceniral Park every Wednesdsy, beginning April
18th, The winter market will be in the visitor center the first Samumday of March.

Social Media Marleeting Series

Social media is a free and extremely effective means of resching oarent and
potental costomers, This pew four class series is 8 great source of information fior
those who would like to increase their online presence.

Clasy Ome: Introdoction to Social Media Marketing (2.5 Hoors)
Make sense of social mediz and wse it fo incresse businsss fraffic and sales! This
class will halp yon understand bow social media marketing can bensfit your small
business Class one will explore the warions social media sites. basic terminalosy,
and ao overview of how social media marketing works. 358, T, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Fes Waived Mormis - Sproce Pine Main Smeet Visitor's Center

Class Two: Which Social MMedia Site is Best for my Business? (2.5 Hours)
Find ont which social media platform that your custoaners are likely using in order
to properly target your social media marketing strategy. This class will explors
the most popular social media sites, the fypical nser profile, and number of nsers.
Sites discussed will inclode Facebook, Twiter, Linkedin, Instagram, Pinterest,
Snapchat snd others! 38, TH, 5:30-3:00 pm. Fee Waived ko=
Spruce Pine Main Street Visitor's Centar

Class Three: Posting Twesting and Blogging to Build Sales (2.5 Hours)
Arpuably, the most important class of this series! Leam the exzenfizl elementy
requirad to build an effective post or tweet that will engage your customers. Clzssy
will cover everything related to posting, tweeting, and Blogging such &= optimum
fimes to reach customers, bow to design 2 post nsing & free program called Canva,
and the bensfits of blogzing about your bosiness. 3713, T, 5:30-8:00 pm.
Fes Waived Bommis Sproce Pine Main Smeet Visitor's Center

Class Four: Social Media Management Sirategies for Business (2.5 Hours)
Wzke efficient nse of your time by lesming sirategies 1o manzge your social
media marketing! Leam bow to save time by posting to multiple sites sinultans-
ously. Class will also explore time saving resources and tips. 3/15, TH, 5:30-8:00
pm. Fee Waved Mormris Spruce Pime MMam Street Visitor's Center

Antchell County Baphist Avocintion - 2018 Bible Drills—are on Sanarday,
Miarch 24, 2018 =t Bear Creek Baphist Church

Mitchall Associztion has volunteered to be a drop-off point for charches to
bring in their old material bibles and literanare to be used by the organtzation
“Love Packages ™ This material will be picked up on a regular basis.

For more information on fhis organization, please go to lovepackages.ofg.
Their purpose from the beginming has been fo equip and strengthen the Church
owersess. They are enabling mizsionaries and workers around the world to reach
the lost, plant chorches, train leaders, disciple believers and serve the poor.

The office has a st of what can be used.

Cood News Clubs—0Onr Good Mews Clubs are going strong in Deyion Elemen-
fary in Sproce Pine and Gonge Elementary in Bakersville. At Deyton B teach-
ers and 34 smudents sre enrolled. Four smdents have been sloriowsly saved. At
(rouge, § teachers and 14 students are enrolled. We are in the process of starting 2
Good Wews Chab at another school in Janeary.  Flequests continne o be finances
to confimee this minisiry, vohmieers that are willing to train and teach, and that
each child involved will hear and understand the Gospel.

Aiichell Connty Chamber - Applications are Feady!

The Mitchell County Chamber of Conumerce is launching the first anmmal Bloe
Ridze Weddings Pop Up Show that will take place March 10 &t the Cross Soeet
Commerce Center from 11:00 am vnfil 3:00 p.m_ If your buziness could benefit
brides in the area we would love to see you at the show! If you are interested
and would like more information, please contact Kelly Jones for an application at
kjones@mitchell-comnty. com

Spruce Pine Farmer's Aarket Finds New Home - We have 3 new winter loca-
tion for the market!!

We wall be at the community room of Spruce Pine Main Sireet at 167 Locust
sireer. We will be inside from 12-4pm. This will be our winter location the 1st
Samrday of the month from Fanusry Gl Apol. Come shop local with s,

The Chamber will host a Candidates Fornm on Tuesday April 3rd at 6 PM.
Mark your calendars to come and hear from the candidates in the npcoming elec-
fions. Af the old Historic Courthouse

The Mitchell Connty Historical Society has bagun scheduling its Scanning Danys
for the bepinning of the new year  (We will have others latar in the year )

We will be happy to scan your pictres, docnments, letters, maps, by computer
scannet, 50 you will kave an electronic copy of these Teasures for your own com-
puter, You can then send them to all your foends or family to emjoy. We scan
them while you wxit and add them fo our ever-growing collection of images znd
docmments about Michell County.

We wall also have our leamed genealogists on hand to look into your family
histories andfor give vou fips on how to pursee your own zenealogicsl history.
Onr scanning dates are &5 follows:

Satrday, kMarch 3
Peterson Store Huntdale 10:00 am - 3500 pm.

If you have any guestions, please call us at 6884371 Weds. through Friday, 10

to 4. Or, o to our website: mitchellnchistory oog

The Mitchell County Historical Society is excited to announce our opening
event of the season: Chr Second Anmoal History BEee, to be held the evening of
Thursday, March 22nd at 7:00PL, ar the Historic Courthouses in Bakersville.

We will agzin have smdents from the local middle schools (Grades § -8) and

contimued on paze 35
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A (aring Partner at Home

When Florence was unable te live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-cloch caregiver. When
her medical neads became tos much for one person ta handle,
the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensurad
that beth Flerence and Marcy’s physical, social and spiritual
needs were being met.

( EarePartners

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
MCDOWELL

Exceptional Care. Every Day.

(628) 659-T068
carepartners.org

Protecting
what's
iImportant

FETF

"Helping you help the one's you Love!"

Mewland
828-733-2081
Banner Elk
828-898-8366

spruce Pl Y
uﬁﬁ-a?zﬁ s  FORTNER

Bumsville Y™ WouRARCE AGENCY
828-662-2147 G

www.fortnerinsurance.com

Auto-Owners

LIFE IMSURANCE COMPANY

Partners Aligned Toward Health

We are Appalachian Youth to Youth!
By Termn Laiser, Yowth Team Advisor
Mirchell and Yancay Counfies

This 2018 school year marks the formation of 8 new
youth empowernment inifative under Parmers Alizned
Towrard Health and the Mitchell Yancey Substance Abuse
Task Force. Youth to Youth is a 2 yvouth-led, adult-guided
eroup that brings youth tegsether to banild leadership skills
and create positive change in schools and the community.
Students participating in Youth to Youth address issnes
that most teens are likely to experience today, helpine them to become leaders amd
role models amongst their peers. The skills smdents pick up in Youoth to Youwth ikl
serve them not only tronghont their school career, at later in life as well, At this
age, youth are able to inflnence each other in ways adults cannot, and the reslity
that kids have the power to make
posifive change in each other’s
lives is a doving force behind the
Eroup.

Topics cowvered by Youth to
Youth inchade development of
life skills dealing with stress,
heallhymlaﬁunships,mmngug
peer-pressure. ollying leaming
public speaking ckills, orzanizmg
and leading comnmmnity events,
substance abnse education and prevention, and more,

The basis for the inittative is promoting a bealthy lifestyle, leaming to make
healihy decisions, and remaining dmg free. Kids are able o have a voice and
make decisions that will mpact their community.

All four middle schools were able to vote oo the specific name for Youth to
Youth to represent themselves and agreed on “Appalachian™ Youth o Vouth.
These kids identfy with their area and take pride i it!

The weekly meetings are at each individual middle school in Mitchell and
Yancey Counties, but the over-arching forns is the same. Each group is unigoe
snd differemt with their cwn personalities. It's amaxing to be able to ntilize thaze
stremgths to appeal to everyons in the community: This is &n exciting tme o be in
the middle schools n Yancey and Mitchell Counties!

Drmimg our regular meetings, we often discuss facts about dnags and alcohol
and came across this alarming statistic: “Fesearch has showm that kids who have
conversations with their parents and lezm a lot abont the dangers of alcohol and
dmug nse are 50%% less likely
to use alcohol and drugs than
those who don't have such
COOVETSAOOnS.™

At East Yancey Middle
School, Youth fo Youth stndents |§
talked sbowt what they can !
do to make 3 difference, They
decided to help parents out by
Eiving them a start to conver-
sztions as well 2= information
as o what kids are thinking.
Here's what they said:

We mwite yon to explore
these sites for resouoces on bow to start the conversatdons with vour kids and
erandkids sbour druges. .

Advice for all ages, inclnding younger kids: hittps-wwana parents. comkids, prob-
lems/dme-ahmsetalking-to-your-child-abowut-dmgs/

Advice for talking to teens:

hitps:fdmsfres org/amiclehow-to-talk-with-your-teen

Look for Appalachian Youth to Youth on Facebook and Instagram. Contact
Terri Leiser for more mformation: terri/@pathwnc org or 825-582-TE0D,

Terri works with the youth programs af Partners Aligned Toward Health, She i
Jrom Cxford, Musicsippi and now Ihves in Bakerovilie. She studied at University
qf Colorado at Demver.

Freedom Life Enterprises:

« Marion Fabric & Upholstery
* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commearcial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffes,
Furnishings

=ifis,

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « 828-559-2700
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Tim's Treasures
The Work of Thy Hands

By Tim Tron
Burke Couniy

“For thou, Lond, hast made me glad throwgh thy work: T
will trivmph in the works of thy hands "-Psalm 924

The roar of the old feed mack jumped fo life. Cobwehbs
and black smoke coughed from her tailpipe as the desp
mumble tickled the boy's feet.

“C'mon around bhere and I'll put you up in the seat™

The skin of the man was fanned from coumtless hours teiling in the sun, work-
ing the land His owveralls wom threadbare in places; badges of homor to this
farmer. He lified his grandson up and pot kim oo the cracked and frayed leather of
the sncient sest. Phomnes of dust billowed forth from the sand-colored cushion that
peaked through the seams bensath.

“5it right there now untl I zetm ™

The boy was barely three years old bt yearned for every breath of life to be in
the presence of his papaw. The farmer reached the open door of the drover’s side,
then swumg himeelf into the seat and slammed the door shut Dust exploded ints
the shafis of sunlight thar filterad throngh the clouded window before them The
man bagan grabbing the long-handled gears, and a deep guthural grinding below
them shook the mock into motion. The old ford zram muck began rolling down the
tnunpy gravel mad. In the back, their precious cargo. The sun was just reaching
the top of the irees along the fence line that clung to the road. The lad stood on the
seat and looked through the dny back window of the cab. Golden harvest grains
of com radiated in the moming sunlight like those ancient roves of gold once
beheld by the Conguistadors in their Mew Werld explorations.

“Tarm aroumd here now,” the mam zrowled at the boy pointing to the seart behind
him. “T don’t nesd you howping out the window.” He grinned over at his only
grandchild. Diovie had moch o be thankfil for on this day. This lead of com was
headpd to the mill in town. It would be encugh to fieed his bogs and cartle throngzh
the winter. If thew wers hocky, there would be enongh to rade or sell for extra
supplies so kadly needed. The sense of accomplishment of coumtless howurs of
hard work was reflected in every gram. Once the seed had been planted, the work
didn’t end. Cultivating, spraying, and detasseling took many hours of hard Labor,
Working the land seemed to be 2 never-ending job. Then there were the weeks
withowt rain. The boy conld often find his papaw bent over in prayer, asking God
o send the much-needed Llife source o that they may conmme their livelihood.

Prayers had been answered i abumdance that vear.

Then there was his grandson; the pride of lus hife. Yes, there was nmch to
thankful for that day. Mot many months 3go, the child had remainsd in the hospital
isplation ward for davs. Posumonia had nearly claimed his young life the previ-
ons year, and it had retorned in his second year with 2 vengeance. He had baraly
survived the sacond time. His tiny weakenad frams was only just now beginning
o fill out. It was 2 blessing to see him radiate, like their load of corn, with happi-
ness a5 they bumped along.

He nodded at the boy once the tot was seated, then turned and spat a timely
sguirt of chewing tobacoo juice out his own window. His bead snapped back to
the fronf maintzining his focus on the winding road. The old green muck nonbled
along as the dust behind bellowed up like a pooster tail, dissolving everything
from view behind dhem.

Az Doyle's lonz arms swung madly back and forth oo the expanse of a steering
whesl the fields from which they had recently gleaned their precions cargo passad
by the windows. The Little bov looked ont watching the bhir preceds by, one fence
row after another in 3 uniformity that soon pulssted into 3 numbing coalescent
Inun. He kad seemingly forpotten the lonelmess of that hospital bed coverad
inn clear plastic. The fields of green washed away those pamfil memories antil
all that was left was the glow of joy within. A feeling of warmth and happiness
floeded his being untl be was sound asleep.

The clouds of dost folded over onto themselves and washed across the fields
of ime. Mothing remains the same on the surface. Yet, beneath, some things can
never be erased.

As the sweat poured down my face, I slowly made another trip up the steep
grade of the mountain, carrying one more log to the Sartbed mailer. One after
another, each free that was cut was messured, then taken with care to the waiting
mailer Slowly, ever so slowly. the logs began to sccummlate unti] there were as
mmch a5 the tandem axles could andle. My body was drenched in perspiration.
The later days of September were not yet cool even though we were in the Blue
Ridge Moantains of Morth Carclina. Buaf there was no time to wait. The work had
to be done and time was of the essence. Winter wonld soon be here, and our plans
were to at least have the foundation to the new spirimal studio finished before the
cold north winds began to blow. As I worked, the clouds began to build, and my
mmind drifted back to those lonz-ago days.

As I put the truck into gear and pulled away with my first load, 20 kogs, my
mind could see that prain tuck bouncing down these dusty Pose County roads
once more, My harvest had not been one of my own doing, but rather, this one
was of God. I had not planted the seeds. bat I was here o fake in the harvest. Wy
and how I had come to this place were all 8 part of His plan. I was mersby pofting
mto action the next step i the joumey. by harvest wasn't the golden kernels of
corn from my youwth, bat rather, the sweet, aromatic pines of the Appalachians.

Beautifal, smraizht, tall white pines littered the new land we had purchased, and
with them the perfect location to nestle the new studio that would become 3 new
place of worship., As [ worked, [ was cautions to only clear enough trees for the
new tuilding. Even with being careful not to take down any unnecessary frees,
it quickly became obwvions that we might have enough to build most of the new

By the second load, we had 41 logs total mken to the sawmill. Like thosa

golden seeds of com falling mto the collection shaft behind the zraim mack at the
mill, the massive fiont-end loader at the sawmill took each koad of logs from my

trailer like a ziant hand of God. The men nmning the mill old me that it might be
3 while before they got to them. So, like most things these days, I put it in God's

hands, trusting that when the tme was right, they would call.

A fer days ago. the szamill operator called and asked me to stop by on ooy
way bome from school. The news sounded promising. When I pulled up, I found
Tomy, the operator, there waiting for me. Wow at this point, to make a long story
short, Tony had worked through some challenges, but in the end, God’s hand
was in it. There he shared with me his tesimony, and once again I was renvmdsd
that no matter what we do, no matter where we zo, the Master's plan is at work.
Through our conpection, sonething beantifial had happened in Tony's own life.
He was now back in the graces of our Lord and Savior, Tesns Christ. He told me
that in a fewr days, my logs would be finished. Tust bearing him share his story
with me that evening, [ knew that in the end, the harvest was being done, one way
of anpther,

Today, we brought home all those logs. Mow not covered in rough bark tnat
sawn info useable hoober, Tooy had masterfully gleaned every ounce of wood
from those rees mnd mumed them into 8 work of art; 3 massive frailer full of
sweet-smelling wood. Their texmre pamtsd a golden glow. Af that moment, 8
zemvep of accomplishrment flooded over me, and my papaw’s memory Aached in oy
head. Vet, this time. the harvest was not just of what lay on the railer, but also of

all the nght choices, taking the care nesded to bring the harvest to fition was
spmething that taught 3 man many things of life. When the crops were ready, you
knewr. I the jourmey, vou are never alone; (od is with vou.

Like Jesus telling his disciples, “Say mor e, There ane Je! fiaer months, and then
camath harves:? behold, I sqy unife you, Lt up vour ves, and look on the flelds,
Jor thay are white already fo karvest "-Tohn 4:35 Like the patent farmer, Jesus
knew his crops were ready. Then as now, we mmst recognize what we omst do to
serve. Jesus told them specifically, “Thergfore said he wito them, The harvest fruly
iz great, bur the labourers are few. pray ye thergfore the Lord qf the harvest, that
Fg would send forth lobourers intoe hiz harvest "-Luke 10:2

Like the farmer of old and the honberjack of recent days, the feeling of one
brinFing in the bounty of a sezzon of growth can be one of witer satisfaction We
may not be the ones to plant the seed bnt when Tesus tells us to zo forth and reap
the harvest howr much preater joy can there be than to know yon are harvestine
the Lord’s crops? Asg Jesus also told his disciples, “Yea are now fishers of men ™
We need only tske his message to the world and once again like in days of old,
bring in the harvest, for the fislds are white for the mking

Letws not tarry, for time is of the essence.

Let s resp what He has sown.

Tmme to harvest.

Thanks be to God.

For specialized  custom =ranmill work in the Caldwell Coonty area of Morth
Carolina, call master sawmill operator, Tooy Moretz, ar §28-493-0400 Tell him
the Lord sent you, and he'll know what yon mean

Timarhy W Trow in a Math teacher in Watauga cownty. He e in Faldase with Ris
Jomily. He iz the author of, "Bruecks fo Heaven, " and an acine blogger artizt and
musicien. Timotky alzo has a BSEE from UE iz an Eagile Scour . He is now teach-
ing in Watauga Couy.

| ] ] F

Generfl__l__Dentistr? for the Family

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Aled Foryou

Monday - Thursday 8-5 _ R
Tt -2 =gl (0

Friday B-2
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

(828) 433-1223

www. brenews.com
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

Immigration Update

I wanted to give you an update on news suronnding the immmizration debate and where we stand in Congress.

Fight now, unformnately, the House of Fepresentatives is not acting on immizration, instesd choosing the let the Senate go first and
oy to pass their own bill--and I believe this is the wrong approach. The Senate has already failed to pass any of the four measares they
considered. If the House is going to wait for 60 Senators to figure out an immizraton bill first, we might as well all o home and ke a
nap.

The Honse should not wait on the Senste to act before we do. We already have an immigration bill in the House that deals with the
problem and delivers on the voters' priorities. inclnding border security, ending chain mipranon, and ending the visa lottery program It's.
time for us in the Honse to start leading and zet to work on our own bill.

That’s where we ourrentiy stand. But here’s the bottom line on this debate: House conservatives will not accept an immigration pro-
pasal that fails to do what we told the American people we would do during election season. We kept our promise on cutiing faxes, but
we have to follow through oo immigration now, too.

202-225-6401

warw mesdows houss gow The Budget Apreement

As yon know, recently Congress passed a two-year tadget agreement that suspended the debt ceiling and lifted the spending caps
throngh fiscal year 2020, clearing the way for record spending increases of over $300 billion. I am profoumdly dissppointed in the agree-
ment. and I voted MO on the tudget bill because I could not sapport the hizh spending levels and lack of fizcal discipline,

What this whole 1ssue boils down fo: Congress failed to get its fiscal house in order. Instead of planning, delibersting. and paszing a
responsible long-term bodzet, a5 any American would in nmming 8 tasiness, Coneress waited fill the last mimite. governed by crisis, and
spent their way out of a problem Feep in mind—for months, several of my colleazues and T wrped Conpressional leadership to work
toward a3 long-tern responsible budget that zives our srmed forces the findimge and stability they deserve. I voted several times in the
past year to bonor that promise to our service members.

I want to fund our military, but st what cost? Should we bankrupt our conniry in the process? Estimates suggest this bill will likely
increase government spending by 51.5 million. This is not budgeting. While this Budget Agreement provides a needed investment in our
nation's military, that mvestoment comes with a beavy tarden that our children and grandchildren will be strapped with. We could have
funded our military withont growing the size of govermment at record levels.

When I ran for Congress, | promised the people of Western Morth Carolina that T woonld fight to rein in Washington's addiction to
spending. This budzet failed to do that It did not represent the promise I gave to ooy woters, and I suspect it isn't what many of ooy col-
leagues promized their constiments either,

I'm very disappointed in the result, bot I maintsin my commiment o fghting for the kind of fiscal responsibility thet can sostain our
country for decades to come. And T'm determined to fight for the day when we will do betier

NC Senate District 47

Lowering smdent to teacher ratios in kindsrgarten through third srade classrooms snd eliminating the pre-E wait list are two prion-
fies that brought the Merth Careline General 4 ssembly back to Baleigh in Febmary. House Bill 90 was passed and ratifisd by the Gen-
eral Assembly and presented to Gov Row Cooper on Febmary 13th However, Gow. Roy Cooper did sign this bill that Republicans and
the majority of his own party voted for

This data-driven sohition phasss in a four-year mplementation of reductions in smdent to teacher ratios. Mo changes to ratoes will be
implemented the first year of the plan to give school administrators enough time fo plan and mest the requirements of the reductions in
ratios. Anmaally, 570 million will be allocated for hinng the additional E-3 teachers needed to meet the required ratios.

The plan also reinstates funding for program enhanc ement teachers in art, pmsic, and PE that was eliminated by then state Sen. Faoy
Cooper and former Gov. Jim Hunt Immediately, the legislation sets aside more than 5460 million to be used for the 2018-2019 school
year. The amount increaszes yearly to nearly 230 million by the 2021-2022 school year, based on data that shows what s actually
required to mest students’ needs. Also eloninated is the current pre-FE wait list through the additon of close to 3,000 slots thronzh 2020-
2021, in addidon to the nearly 1,800 slots we've already sef funding aside for in the 2018-2019 school year.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hise@mclez net or call- Sen. This
ing me &t 910-733-3460. Raiph

919-733-3460

Senate Intelligence Commibtes Hears from
Intellizence Agency Leaders on World Wide Threats

This wesk in Washington, I led 3 Senate Intellizence Committee hearing with the
leaders of our country s intellizence agencies. The Directors of Mational Intelligence,
Federal Buresu of Investization, Central Intelligence Agency, Mational Security
Agency, Defense Intellizence Agency, and Mational Geo-Spatial Intellizence Agsncy

all sppeared before the comnumittes to discuss the thrests facing the United States.

Among the many threats facing America, my concern over Chinese technological and intelleciual propenty infringement is growing by the day. Our Intellizence
Communnity has to work with the private sector to confront the emerzing threats presented by this new wave of 213t cenmry technology. Morth Korea also contimees to
push for long-range ouclear capabilities in addition to its considerable conventional military forces, and I believe this rogne regime pmst be met with a strong coalition
of opposition.

We mmst remain vigilant against these hostile foreism powers and their continned efforts to undermine our couniry. Rest assured. I have the uimost confidence in the
men and women of oor intellizence comoymiry to see this task throngh.

NC House District 118

Haywood Pathways Center receives 3100, 000 grant

The John W. Pope Foundation aonounced recipients of the 20138 JToy W. Pope Memonial Grants in the Arts sand Homan Services,
which included a 3100.00{0 zrant to the Havwood Pathways Center in Waynesville.

From the John W. Pope Foundation:

Haywood Pathways Center, located in Waynesville, will use the grant to help complete constuction of an emergency/short-term
shelter for homeless families. When completed, it will be the only emergency houszing in Hayvwood County for homeless woomen with
children Haywood Pathaays formed in 2014 when nmitiple organirations merged Haywood Pathoesys suppornts men_ women and
children during periods of crisis with services that inclnde emergency honsing, a soup kitchen snd employment training.

Rep. Michele D. Presnell

D19-733-5732
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NC House District 86
o fl NC Retirement Pensions in Good Hands

Some of you may be looking towards evenmal state or local government retirement, whether sooner or later. Orthers are already
drawing from one of the state retirement systems. In either event, there is recent zood news. Specifically, your pensions have been both
well-finded and well handled by Morth Carolinag State Treasurer Dale B Folwell, whose office manages the state and local trust fonds
that provide the acal benefits, recently issued a very encouraging anmoumoemMent. ..

Horth Carelina ‘s Retirement Systems, according to ndependent national evaluation, are among the five highest-funded pension plans
in the United States fo date. Arcording fo that evaluation, Morth Carolings Teachsrs™ and State Employees’ Fetirement Systems and the
Local Governmental Employess’ Betrement System have been fondsd st 30.4%: and 95.2% respectvely. State Treasurer Folwell szid,
}! “We are proud to ses Morth Carolina’s pension plans receive another national acoolade, but there i sall work to be done m snstaining

them . We are committed to ensuring that our teachers, first responders and state and local government employees have fimancial stabil-

; ity that can be counted on in their retivement. This ranking is 3 credit to the monies contributed by state and local emplovess, taxpayers

Fep. Hugh Blackwell thronzh appropriatons by the Morth Caroling Genersl Aszsembly, and to the invesonent zains made by the Investment hanazement

919-733-5805 Diﬁslmqftheﬂﬁceufﬁmte'}:masmer.“ . . . . . o .
Arcording o the recent report from 5&P Global, “proactive management™ and “funding discipline™ deserve credit when a state such
Hugh Blackwellincleg nat as Morth Carolina manages well its Habilities for pension payments fo become due government retivees. Treasurer Folwell was espe-
cially pleased fo also repor that the state pension funds for calendar year 2017 reported posifive gains of 13.5%. This outperfonmed the
12_8% target. In addition o higher than expected gains, pension find assets wers recenthy valwed at 5983 hillion, up from the §89.1
hillion wahiation at the end of 2016

As Worth Caroling state government attempis to do a good job of managing the sszets set aside to be nure there is adeguate fanding to

pay its pension oblizations to povernment retivess, I wanted to make yon all sware of this positive news on the job being dome.

NC Senate District 46

Yo may hawve heard discussions recently about class size redurtons m grades E through 3 in our public schools, along with concems
ahout whether encagh funds have been appropriated by the General Assembly to implement the changs. Smee 2014, the lagislamre
has already appropriated aboot £272 million in additional tax dollars toward logrering class sizes and reducing stodent-to-teacher ratios.
However, questions kave arizen about whether these amonnts were sdequate. Working closaly with school superintendents, and listen-
ing to feedback from parents and teachers, House and Senate Fepublicans passed a plan (House Bill 90% on Febmuary 13ch that doubles
down oo our years-long efforts to improve acadenuic outcomes for students by the end of third grade. This plan phases in smallar class
sizes and lowers student-to-teacher ratios in kinderzarien through third grade classrooms over a 4-year period, at a cost of sbowt 5600
million

For years, lowering student to teacher ratios and reducing class sizes in the early grades has been one of our top priorities becanse
research has shown it leads to moproved academic outcomes. House Bill 80 phases m the mnplementation of lower student-to-teacher
rafio reductions over the next four schopl years — with no changes fo the sfams guoe m the first year, This will give school administrators Sen. Warmen Diamesl
ample fime to plan and take the necessary steps fo meet those requirements. School systems across the state will continne o recaive - S
ghout 70 million each year to hire addifional K-3 teachers needed to mest the class size requirements. They will be required to gradn- 919-715-T823
ally lower their student-to-teacher ratios unl they achieve finll implementation in the 2021-3022 school vear.

The plan in HB 90 also fulfills our earlisr promize to reinstate 3 dedicated fonding stream for proeram enhancement teachers
subjects like art, music and PE. that was actually eliminated in the 1000z by former state Sen. Foy Cooper and former Gov. Jim Humt.
It will mmediately set aside more than $60 million to be used for the 2018-2019 school vear, and will increase each year based on what
data shows is acmally required to mest students’ neads, and public schools across the state will receive nearly 3230 million in additional
recurring state dollars by the 2021-2022 school year

Finally, our plan in HB 90 eloninates the current Pre-E wait List by adding nearly 3,000 slots throngh 2020-2021. This is in addition
io the 1,500 slots thar were already added in 2018-2019.

It is a privilege to serve the people of western Worth Careling i the MC Senate. If T can be of assistance to avy Burke or Cleveland
County residents, please contact my Faleigh office D18-715-TE23.
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Advocate On Capitol Hill For Substance
Abuse Prevention Efforts

By Schell McCall, Executive Director
Mitchell and Fancey Counties

Bumsyille, WC — On Febmary 7, 2018, while attending
the CADCA Mational Lesdership Forum  members of the
Aiechell Vanrey Substance Atmse Tazk Force (WMYSATFE)
had the opporunity to mest with Horth Carolins legislatve
leaders on Capitol Hill to adivocate for contimaed support of
substance abise prevention.

“We are thrilled to have had the opporiumity to share our concerns and data with
our local and state representatives,” said Jeff Sparzo, Program Coordinator for
MYSATF. “We plan to contimae oo advocacy efforts to help prevent substance
nse and abuse in our commu- g—
njrr_'..'

“Capito]l Hill Day is a vital op-
pormnity for Forom attendess to
communicate directly with their
representatives to educate them
ghout the succeszes and chal-
lenges facing our field and reiter-
ate what legislators can do to
advance preventon efforts,” said §
Gen. Arthor T. Dean, CADCA
Chairman and CEQ. “We are bringing the “boots on the ground™ o Uppser Senate
Park and Capitol Hill with the knowledse of what commmnifies are facing every
dary in this drug crisis and parmenng with our nation’s legislators for prevention ™

Abouot MYSATF

The vision of the Mitchell Yancey Snbstance Abunse Tack Forcs is to creats
2 comnmnity free of substance misuse behaviors. For more information abont
the Tazk Force, visit www pathwnc.org or confact the Program Coordinator Teff

Spargo at: jeffjgpathwnc org

Abont CADCA

The mission of CADCA {(Comnmmity Anti-Dimz Coalitions of America) is
o sirengthen the capacity of comnmnity coalitions to create and maintain safe,
bealily and dmug-free conumumities globally. This is accomplished by providing
coalifion development assistance and waining, public policy advoecacy, special
evenis, media strategies and marketing programs.

Mitchell Yancey Substance Abuse Task Force
Honored At Natlonal Leadership Forum

Bumsville, WC— On Febraary §, 2018, the Mitchell Yancey Substance Abuse
Tazk Force (WMYSATE) was one of 160 comnyanity cealiions bonored at the Com-
mumity Anfi-Diag Coalidons of America (CATMCA) Matonal Leadership Form,
beld just outside of Washington T .C. Staff of MYSATE were on hand to accept
a graduation certificate that signified their snccessful completion of CATHCA's
Mational Coaliion Academy, a migorons waming prosram designed fo increase the
effectivensss of commmnity drug prevention leaders.

CADCA's Natonal Cealition Acaderoy (MCA) is 2 [-D]!]IEI]E[IEI.‘I.-‘E year-long
training program developed by T WL,
CADCA's Mational Cosliion ~ ©  TCADCA  SICADCA mg¥Calics  r,
Insaiute. To graduate, coalifions e I ADEA
must complete 8 TZ0N0Ws Cur- ;
ricubom that mcorporates thres,
week-long classroom sessiomns,

a web-based distance leaming
component am online worksta-
tion where participants network
and share planwing products, and
technical assistance. They pnst
participate in all components of

o

the NCA and complete five es- and Jelf Spevs
sental planning produwcts that serve as the foundation of their comprebensive plan
for commmnity change.

“WWe are so proud of our coalifion for imvesting the time and resources to take
advantaze of the CATDCA community coalition training To graduate from this
vear-long intensive course is no small fest and the Task Force is strengthened as
an effective, sustainsble coalifion becawse of this raining ™ said Schell MeCall,
Executive Director of Parners Alizned Toward Health, the parent organization
of the Task Force “We look forward to applyrmgmhl.nwladgemdmg
toward substance abuse prevenfion in GUT ComMDMnIcy.”

While at the MNational Leadership Fonuon, Coalition staff had the oppornity
to leam the latest strategies to address substance stuse and kear from natonally-
Encwm prevention experts, federal administrators, and concerned policymakess.
The Fonun brings together approcimataby 3,000 attendees representing coalitions
from all regions of the conniry and mtemationally, povernment leaders, youth,
advorates, resesrchers, educators, law enforrement professionals, and faith-based
leaders. It is the Largest trainimg event for the prevention fisld.

Schell MoCail is Program Adszocigie for Yancey Coundy 4-H

HEALTH

Miracle-Ear ia fisld testing o [
remaricabls e digital hesning
imsgrument in the anes, The hearing test to detarmine if you gualify is |
free of change.

These revodutionary 100% Digital instrumsants use tha |atest
technalogy to comfortably and abmeost imisibly help wou hear more
claarky. This technology solves the “stopped up sars”™ and
“head in a bamel” sensation some people eaperence.

i you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing

tested in cur offics FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidssy and

reviers your results with the hearing instrumeants with cur Hearing Aid Specialist.

‘fou rmary Field Test this new technology for 30-days (secunty deposit required’]). During
thie test you will keep & weekly journal of your experience. &t the conclusion of the 30.day
pariod, you may purchase your instruments 8% tremendous savings for participating in this
fiald test. This test = an excelbent

opportunity to determins if hearing halp i eveilable for your haaring loss ot & wvary
affardable price.

NOTIFICATIONS

INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST:
FREE Ear Canal Inspections

A ministure camera "tours” your sar canal.
‘fou may not have a hearing
loss, it may be nothing

more than eanwas.

A complete hearing test that reveals whems you |
need hearing I:Ep- Recommendad annually.

INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Chad Parker, BC-HIS Marlan Schnelder Wendy Watson, BC-HIS

AATDMAL EDAAD DR HBE.I"HQ Inetnumient B-FlElEiEjlt RATEDMA EDAFD A

15 CERTICARDN | NHEAFRRNW 15 CERTRCATONA HEAFING

IS TRNENT SCENCES WITRUNENT SCENCES
LINCOLNTON ASHEVILLE MORGANTON
143 Vandiver Dr. 1636 Hendersomville Ad., Bt=. 105 347 Sanford Dr.
280-533-0475 828-575-0141 §28-202-T057
LENOIR BURNSVILLE MARION
320 Morgarton Blvd, SW 369 West LS HWY 18E 70 M. Main St., Suita 102
§.28-668-5003 828-548-35469 §28-237-1973

Fiaine Code BRCN.0312
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Mitchell High School (Grades 9-17) compets for very panerows prizes by ansunsr-
ing mnitiple-choice questions about the history of Ritchsll County taken from the
pages of the artful snd nformative book, VOICES OF THE VALLEY, written by
Elizabeth Hunter. Each school will be sllowed to bomow 8 books from which o
smdy Copies of VOICES are available at the Mitchell County Historicsl Society
office, located in the Historic Couwrthonse in Bakersville.

There will be two divisions of competition: Grades § - § and Grades 8-12.
First prize in each division is 3500, second prize 5300, and third prize 5200.

The desdiine for signing up to enter the compefidon is MARCH 16TH. We
hawe artached an spplication form below.  You can also find an application fiorm
on our website: mitchellnchistoryorg.  Pleass call 8884371 (Weds-Sat., 10 to
4) or 385-0564 for further information. All the history teschers shonld have the

licats

There will be an adnvssion fee of 35 for an mdividns] and 510 for familiss.
Lizht refreshments will be served.

We kad an enthusiastic crowd Last vear, and the stndents and parents really
enjoyed it. So, spread the word. it thaly is 3 fun evening!

The Penland School of Crafis Commumity Open Homse will take place on
Satarday, March 3 from 1:00 — 5:00 PM. This is an aftemoon of fun and edoca-
tion for sll ages with hands-on actvites in most of Penland's teaching smudios. Mo
sdmission is charged. For complete information visit penland org.

Tipton Hill Commuwity Foundafion (Tipton Hill) — Couniry Breskfast the first
Saturday each momth, 7:30 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Chorch across from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for bomemade sansage. scrambled agps, gravy, jelliss,
quice and coffes. Eat in or take-out, all funds support the Tipton Hill Comannmity
Foundation.
TIFTON HILL COMMUNITY CEWNTER. EASTER. EGG HUNT

et your Easter baskets ready, boys and zirls ten years of age and younger, for
the first commmmity-wide EASTER BGG HUNT oo MARCH 31 at the former
TIFTON HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PLAY GROUND from 1-00 pum.
-2:30 pm A FREE hot dog LUNCH will be served from 12:00 — 12:45pm_ at
the TIFTORN HILL COMMUNITY CEMTER across from GRIFFITH'S STORE.
The Ezster Bunny will be thers, too! In case of inclement weather, the huont will
be moved to the Tipton Hill Connmmity Center:.  Plesse call 888-2524 after 7:00
pm_ if you want to maks 3 donstion!

Toe River Arts - This comiing March 17, AS IF Center will join forces with Toe
Biver Arts and present 3 workshop and talk with Cynthia Feeves about her month-
long advenmre on Svalbard in the Arctic. [t's going to be a great, chilly day in
Spmce Pine

For more info yon can go to hitpciwane toeriverarnts. ofg/ ars-resourc e -center’
weaving-research-creative-writing ' and read all sbout the two events or zo to
btp:/wrerw toeriverarts org/ for-press/ to downlead imapes and press releasa
TOE RIVER ARTS STUDID TOUR APPLICATION : MARCH 7, SPhi
GIFT SHOP ARTIST APPLICATION : MARCH 10, 5P
2019 EXHIBIT PFROPOSAL APPLICATION : MARCH 24 5PN
DELIVERY OF BLACESMITH WOERE — SPRUCE FIMNE : MARCH 24,
530EM

Trimity Episcopal Church in the English Woods neighborhood A recepton will
follow each Evensong

Smnday, March 4, 2018 at 5:00pm for Bvensong for the Third Sunday of Leat
Mnsic will include Sunmer Jenkins' Even When God is Silent and Hear My
Prayer by Felix Mendslssobn with soloist Bache] ORedilly

Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 5:00pm for Evensong for the Fifih Sundsy in Lent.
Minsic will inclede Ave Vernm Corpus of William Byrd and Enngarian composer
Goreyl Bardos' ENi' Eli'. His setting of the seven bast words of Christ.

Women's Prayer Brealfast: If you would like to join a group of women who
are dediczted to praying, leaming about God's will, and fellowshipping, come join
s for breskfast at DT s in Sproce Pine. We will be ending by 10:00am. Open 1o
gll-for more information call Barbara Hamell at 828-467-3644 or email at bar-
barali@bronews. com. March meeting is th, 2t 8:00am.

Yancey County

Each year, chnorcles across Vancey County parmer to present 3 Comonnicy
Lenten Lumch Series each Wednesday during Lent. There is 8 Lenten reflection
followred by A meal together. An affering is taken up st each of these services snd
this year, the chorches have decided to donate the offerings to the Mitchell Yancey
Substance Abwuse Task Force.

We are tmly bonored to have been chosen as the recipient of thess collections
and are thankful for the support of the commumdity charches. T hope that many of
o will be able to come ont and support the upcoming services each Wednesday
st noon. There will be 2 Lenten message, followed by 2 mesl together Listed ars
the dates and lncations of each Lentan service:

February 21: Jack's Creek Preshyterian 12-1pm
Febmary 28: Micaville Presbyterian 12-1pm
larch 7 First Preshyterian Bumsville 12-1pm
Blarch 14: First Baptist Bumswille 12-1pm
Bizrch 21: Hizgins Methodist 12-1pm

Hiprins AMemorial Methodizt - Too Bosy Mot to Pray, Wednesday Mights Dhoring
Lemnt
Pastor Jobn wonld like to invite you to join him oo Wednesdsy nights duning

Lent, Febrmary 21, 28 and March 7, 14, znd 21, from §30 pm — 7:30 pm. The
stmdy group will use Bill Hybels book, Too Busy Mot to Pray, as a guide for a time
of Bible Smudy and prayer 2z we look 2t what the Bible says about leaming oo talk
with our Lond.

This is a study Pastor John has taught severzl times n churches in which be has
zeryved, and he balisves thoss participating will find this to be a practical. dowm to
garth tool In enhancing their relsdonship with our Heavenly Father

If you would like a copy of the book you can porchass one for 510 m the
chrch office, or Pastor JTohn will kave copies 2t the smdy. You do not kave o
have a book to do the stody; just bong your Bible and 2 heart eager to leam fo
pray! Grace and Peace

Farloway Flayhonse Presents - Parkway Playhouse is excited to anmounce sum-
mieT infem opportunities for college students sdying theatre. Also, registration
for the X-week long Madagascar - A Musical Adventure, TR Summer Production
Camp opens March 1.

Tancey County Meals on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volonteers needed to daliver
meals to Vancey County shut-ins, any weskday, 10:30 am - noon. If you wonld
like to vohmteer, please call the Yancey County Senior Center at 828-682-6011.

EELAY FORE LIFE MEETING - MARCH 6TH - The Ametican Cancer
Society has been mstmunental in leading the way in cancer research for many
years. Locally, many individuals, groups, bosinesses, organizations and charches
have been imvolved in fondraising to find 3 cure for cancer. Felay of the Blue
Fidge was recently formed to encompass Awvery, Mitchell and Yancey Counties.
The next planning meeting will b= held st the Mitchell County Senior Center in
Ledzer on Tuesday, March fth st 5PM. Anyone from Avery, Mitchell and Yancey
County interested in helping with the Belay for Life effort is mvited to attend.
For more information in Mitchell County, please contact Bhonda Buchsnan at
(E2E) 467-4350 or Syiviz Buchanan at (828) 385-1036. In Yancey Coumnty, pleass
contact Lou Edwards at (828) 208-9551.

Calvin F Hall

Fortner Insurance
Mitchell County

On Febroary 1, 2018 Calvin F Hall celebrated 60 vears with Fortner Insurance
Apency. Inc in Sproce Pine. Calvin began hiz career with Former in 1958 as a
producer for the late Ed & Pegzy Former, who started the agency in 1919, Calvin
worked his way up through the agency before becoming President Emeritus in
201, Calvin has dedicated his life fo service beyond self snd was instnumental
in the growth of Former from 1 office with 3 people, to today’s 4 locaticns and
27 employess. A reception was beld at the Fortmer office in Sproce Pine to honor
Calvin

Calvin is a wery mteresting person with lots of hobbies from dancing to collect-
ing railroad memorabilia. Fide by his home on Hall Town Foad in Spraoce Pine
and see many of his collecables.

www. bremews . com
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WAMY Community Action

Wins State Award
By Melissa Soto
The High Country

At a recent Mornth Caroling Economic Cpportanity
conference. WARMY Comnmmity Action was recog-
nized 25 an Exemplary Organization amonz the state’s
commnnity acnon agencies. WAWMY was chosen as
the recipient based on their mmovation in fimdraising.
their response to Conmmmity need, and their swccess m
helping families become self-sufficient.

WAMMY s miroducton of Phil the toilet last sprong was both creative and inspir-
ing. Phil made his way around the High Coumntry, visiting lecal businesses and
spreading awareness that “Poverty Stinks”. Phil was a visual reminder to us all
that we need o “Flash Cut Poverty.” In additon to Phil, WARMY holds an anonal
Bmnch and Bubbly event that will be conung up in Apnl and several small fond-
raizers throughoat the year.

Fundraising has allowed the agency fo creste mamy seTvices in response to the
comnunity's need. Many people don't realize that low-income families cannot
nse their food stamps to parchase by-
giens products, cleaning supplies or paper
products. When 3 customer came imto the
office admiting that she had to steal todlet
paper, the agency mobilized resources
and created 3 Care Closet for their clients.
This closet allows them to get necessary
products and even clothing for mterviews,
while maintainmg their dignity.

While most WAMY chients come into
the prozram at a lower income leval,
they do not necessarily leave in the same
mannear. The Total Family Development
proeram works with families to help them
increzse their education and employabil-
ity to a3 level where they are making an
average of $22, 000 myvore than when they
began They leave with a sense of indepen-
dence and self-worth that will continne for
EEDErAions to come,

Melissa Soto, Execunve Director of . ;
WAMY, states, “It was an honor to be WAMY Commumiy Action
recoznized by the State as an exemplary  Mehin Williams, Director, Offfice af
orgmnization. WAMY tmly believes in the Econamic Upportmily
ahility of people to change their lives, with
Just @ little help from their community. Char clients do the hard work, we are jost
there to act &5 a safety net and provide support along the way.™”

For more information abowt WARY and their programs, g0 to wwrw wanyoom-
onmityaction.org or call 1-300-5T1-WARY

Lorrie Mario, Manager, Products and
Services, Duke Enersy

Rozanne Teniente, Program Anaiyat,
Hiice gf Ecomomic Opporfunity
Maiizzg Soto, Executne Director

Meiizza iz the Executive Director af WAMT Commmunity Action. Ske is from Boone
and studied at Appalachion Uehersiiy
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Museum of the Bible

Attendance ‘Above Expectations’
By Michse] Fonst

WASHINGTON, D.C — Each day, Cary Summers roams
the eizht foors of the AMuseum of the Bible in Washinzton,
D .C., talking to visitors and discovering what they like best
abnutﬂu&msm‘em facility.

And most don't even know he's the onasenm’s president.

Summers had retited from president and CEQ of Her-
schend Family EntertaimmentSilver Diollar City Corporation
bt agreed in 2010 to belp met the Musman of the Bible off the pround because of
itz unique eternal focns. Advice from the late Bill Bright has served him well.

“Bill encouraped me to build things that would attract people who wonld never
Zo into a charch or 2 synapomue. ™ Summers said of the founder of Campus Cro-
sade for Christ. “And I was inmigeed with that idea ™

That is what happened at Silver Dollar City — an 1880s-style theme park that
featares a gospel music festival slongside mainsoesm atiractions — and that™s what
he’s helping sccomplish at the Musewmn of the Bible, which opened in Movemnbsr,

“Walking through the omsenm gives me the opporiumity to listen fo people,”
he said “T get to leamm a lot about what's wnﬂ:‘.mg, what's not working. 1 find that
fascinating, really.™ r ;

Arendance has been “above
expectations.” he said.

The 5500 million,

230, 000-5quare-foot nmsemm
is the largest of its kind in the
world and brings the Bible to
life with cutinz-edge tech-
ndlogy that few nmseums
emjoy. It has 12 theaters, 03
projectors, 250 compaters and
384 monitors. Bach visitor to
the museum also receives @
hand-held tabler known a= a
“Diipital Goide ™ which gives guests a one-of-a kind personalized tonr. The Digital
Guide has aps leveals for adults, teens and children.

The nmsenm examines the history of the Bible, looking not only at its develop-
ment but also its impact on the world. The facility has no enirance fee, although
there is a suggested donaton of 515 for adualis and 510 for children 12 and under,
“People are coming from all over the world " Summers said. “Tust drimg our
gZrand opening week I know there were at least 40-phas coumdiries that were repre-
sented ™

It's oot just Christians who are attending. Visitors from all cultares and a1l
relipions are walking throngh the doors, discovering how the Bible has changed
the world

“Te've had many hMuslims come through and thoroughly enjoy it,"” Sunumers
said.

Mnsenm officials expect the lowest months of the year for tourizm will be
Dreacember, Jaonary and February, with the highest months donng Spring — par-
ticnlarly during the Chermry Blossom Festival and school field mips — and during
Summer.

CHficials already are noticing a few twends, with 3 “remendons amount of fami-
lies™ visiting, he said

“It's become a great family hanzout because of all of the empla-
515 we have put on youmger people,” Summer said.

Artendance has been so high that the rmusenm has donkbled the
pumber of locaions o eat in the nmseum. from two to foar.

Swmamers kas been particularly encourazed by the feedback
received in the exit surveys that are conducted by a third party.

“The munber one word that is popping up — the nummbsr ome-
word description of how the mussum makes you fesl — is the word
lMEFWhE de-

It seems the mussum is changing peoples’ perceptions of the
Good Book for the betier.

“The Bible is Hlamed for everyithing imder the sun ™ be said.
“Baut it's the misuse of the Bible that kas created those problems. If
you do realize that, then you say, “Maybe there is hope ™

Leam more at worw. munseumafthebible org.

Michael Foust is an award-winning freslance writer and firther of
Jour children. He blogs at www michae]fmist. cam.

www. brcnews.com
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Yancey County Hospice

Winter Is Not the End

By Jacob Willis
Tancey Cowunty

I Commihisns Chapier 15 says, 50 Now T de-
clare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood canmor
inherit the Engdom of God, nor does the parish-
abie inherit the imperizhable. 51 Lizten, I fell you
a nvstary: We will not all sleep, s we will all be
changed — 52 in an instant, in the twinkling of
e ge, it the last trimpel. For the srumper will
sound, the dead will be raired fmperishable, and
we Wil be changed. ~ This winter has been 3 particnlarly cold one.  Tamiary set
a new record for cold in many places. Mamy people’s water fioze, and heating
our homes was not very easily done. Winter, though besutiful, is soonething that
when it finally ends, I am thankfil for When the first smow falls it is magical and
delighefinl for all o see. When they push it around for five days, salt and zand the
roads, it becomes an eyesore. The cold pierces through our clothes
and remmingds us that winter can be painful. Winter pictures tous
the end stages of our life.

Growing older is a gift from God. When we get older, hope-
fully we get wiser, We grow as people and in God's Spint if we
are a Christian  If God's Spirit indwells ns, then we are becoming
more fit for heaven every day. The irony s, as the fmavard mam is
renewed by the Spirt, the outward man is becoming more undit for
this world. Owur bodies begin to break down, and the slow decay of
life sefs in. The Christian has a hope that with these changes o the
mside that surely there is more to life than this. In fact surely thete
is A place where we Can in a sense start ower. That is what happens
in sprinstime-- we gef to start over. We plant new fowers, we
fertilize our Lawn, we plow our gardens, we open the windows and - WS EFE PR L Fa (e o) VRw A2 R W-: 2017 Ram 1500 SPORT GREW CAB 434
clea_n.u_m’]:nus.e ﬂ_‘umtuptuhuttqm, and we get I'EE.ﬂ'_‘{ﬁ:ll’ 3 DEW 4X4 54 BOX. Crew Cab 57 BOX Crew Cab
beginning That is exactly what is happenimg in the life of an az- E Shibipin gt ets R
g person. (Fod is working on the inside to get it ready for a new
beginning When we are young and strong it is eacy to forget our
connection to God. We may be tempted to neglect our relstion-
ship with God, erronesusly thinking that our strengzth is sufficient.
When we getf older we realize that we need God every day. We
need Him to wake us up and help us sleep. We need Him to ease
the pain of loss and the fear of death.

Then there comes the fime in our lives when our soength is gone
and our lifespan is
fadinz. The fear of
debility becomes
reality. The very 2018 Bam 2500 LARAMIE CREW CAB 4X4
thing we should 6'4 BOX Crew Cab
all know i= going -
to happen sneaks ; I‘ o L
up on us, and all ] L n‘.n.f $42 E1|:|
of 3 sndden we are = # ! - I |~
termimally ifl. It o !
may feel as though
this is the end, and that our loved cnes will be left without help
or hope. Onr loved ones may feel abandoned | helpless, or angry
with God. These are all nonmal feelings. It is at this point that our
loved ones hold on to ws, and we bold onto them. Sometimes this
crestes added pain, as we attempt paindinl procedures to prolong

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News' on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

life, however, these do not always improve the quality of life. 2018 Ram 3300 TRADESMAN CHASSIS 2017 Bam 1300 BIG HORK CREW CAB 4X4
Sometimes they add suffering and pain for ourselves and our fami- S SRR PR L8 EE B T T E g 1] 37 BOX Crew Cab

lies. They also can shorten life. Instead of dying ar home with our = . i

loved ones and family by our side, we can die in 2 hospital afier VIS RF . 145 T = AR

a costly procedure thar only prolongs the mevitable. The bospice -Now T30 3 ; @ Now $39.020-1_
philosophy is not to leagthen mor shorten days, but o make your = o = ; S
last days of winter quality days. To enhance guality of life by
making you comfortable, active (for as long as possible), and giv-
ing you coberent pain free time with your family. Hospice doesn’t
hasten death. Hoespice dpes make the process more comfortable.
At Yancey Hospice we don’t believe that death is the end. Winter
is nof the end. If you are a Christian there is 3 point where death is
& mercifiol thing

Diaath is not the succession of Life. It is not the end It is the
beginning of what we always could be. We will be changed A BUSINESS
newness of life in Christ will cconr We will shed the shame of sin,
the doubt of the fech and put on the new imperishabls body, A Tha Fast lane Tor smeall busingss,
body that will never die, or be wom out. The pain of this life will
be a2 distant memory, and the joy of the new life will make all of . —
those memories pass away. If vou have trusted Christ as vour Sav- BUCHANAN & YOUNG “Serving WNC For
ior it isn't good for you o outlive usefulness, because you have 3 Chrer M Feors”
home in heaven waiting on vou. You have a place to go, when yon
hawe nowhere alze to go. When we ask Christ to come o our EEE'E‘EE'E‘I 94
hearts and forgive us of our sins we reseTve a new start in hesven Eaet Main Streat,
I'm not perfect, at I am going to be one day, ol then T need Burnawville, N.C, 28714
your forgiveness. The day is coming when we will 21l be changed.
Spring is coming and winter is not the end

Zoo doaler far

Snomesn coosyly Jetg [eam complete details
Jacob Willis is an ordained pastor and Bereavement Coording- on rebates and financing.
ror for Yancey County Hospice. You may contact kim at jacobwi@ www.buchananyoungcom = DOSE i
,&m'mqﬂ.mrq“mg_ Tax and tag extra.
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 Worthy 15 taE

slain (Rev 5:12)

5 up everything around us, as

anox__ up the grass (Num

2:4)
ﬂ En.uE me a heifer, a goat and
{1.3) {Gen 15: ‘EI“'

12 them that had gotten the vic-

tory __ the beast (Rev 15:2)

14 Their calls will [EI"I.'.'ILJE.'II

the wimdows (Zep h2:14)

15 he asked for a wntng table,

and . sAVINg {Lu]-:e 63

16 away, way, absent { (Fev 18:14)

17 dedicated by Samuel the

and by Saul son of Kish (1 Chr

26:28)

18 see that ve love one another

with a pure fervently (1

Pet 1:221)

19 the house of him who

falzely by my name (Zech 5:4)

21 Christ Jesus came into the

worldto  sinmers (1 Tim

1:15}.I

23 if someone wants o ¥ :11

and take vour tomic (b fatt 5:40)

24 For [ have not come to call
nghteous, but smners (Matt

0:13)

25 And the people

water (Ex 17:3) KJV

27 Moses, Joshuna, and David

were  of some of the books

of the Bible

31 opposite to windward side

(maut. )

32 the vine1s  up and the fig

tree 13 withered (Joel 1:12)

33 twenfty men in an area of

about half an (1 Sam 14:14)

__, who was

there for

36 Salla, Tilkiah and
Jedaiah. These were the leaders
(Neh 12:7

40 I am with you always, to
the very end of the  (Mait
28:20)°
41 The elders who direct the
___of the church well are wor-
thy (1 Tim 3:17)
44 Moses sard unto God, Who

, that I should go unto
(2.1 (Exed 3:11)
45 thrust him into a net and he
wanders mto 1fs (Job 15:8)
47 your heart and not VOuUr
Dam_euh Eetumn to the LORD
(Joel 2:13)
48 What  thee, O thou sea,
that thou fleddest? (Ps 114:3)
KV
50donot  your freedom
as a cover-up for evil (1 Peter
2:16)
52 all the wage
at heart (Isa 19:10)
54 love not the Lord Jesus
Christ, let him be Mara-
natha (1 Cor 162 KJIV
59 Eatnotof1t . morsod-
den at all with water (Exodus
12:97
60 Take fragrant spices;
resin. c:-m.-n:ha (Ex 30:34)

will be zick

61 dead man, "by this ime there
15 @ bad (John 11:39)

62 Potiphar put imin __ of his
household {(Gen 39:4)

66 but lips that speak knowledge

are  1ewel(l.4) (Prov
20:15)

88 he loved alzo Fachel more
T.h'in (Gen 29:30)

70 At mid mldmght the cry ot
Here's the bridegroom! (Matt
25:6)

71 Now shallthe  tremble m
the day of thy fall (Ezek 26:18)
KIV

12 Son of man_ record this
(Ezek 24:1)

73 catch them m their net, and

gather them in their (Hab
1 15,-
14 ve have that one teach

you again (Heb 5:12)

75 ten bulls, twenty she

tem foals {Gen 3215 (EIV
76 o one a patch of un-

shrunk cloth on an old garment
(Matt 9:16)

_and

DG‘F.“*I
| supplied with all the cedar and
pme  hewanted (1 Kmngs
5:10)
2And Israel vowed
the LORD (1,3} (Num 21:2)
3 the insenption that was wriften:
___.MENE, TEEKEL, PARSIN
(Dan 5:23)
4 My strength 15 gone and I can
hardly  (Dan 10:17)
3 the ___person is blessed by the
greater (Heb 7:7)
& blackish by reason of the
and wherein the snow is hid (7o (Job
6:16)
7 Jehoada the priest took a
and bored a hole in its hd (2
Kings 12:9)
& strove agamst Moses and
agamnst Aaron in the company of
_(Num 26:9)
O Many, O LOBD my God,
the wonders you have done (Ps
40:5)
1(} The lazy man does not
s game (Prov 12:27)
11 Maythe LORDbe
and farthful wimess (1.4) (Jer
42:5)
12 the hollow of his hand, and
out heaven with the span (Isa
4012 KIV
15 your treasure 15, there
'-. our heart will be (MMatt §:21)
20 a servant girl named camme
to answer the door (Acts 12:13)
22 children of base men- they
were than the earth (Job

0:8) KJV
‘Ea ship, and went over the
toward Capemawm (John 6 1M
27 Butfor  no swtable helper
was found (Gen 2:20)
28 I particularly  vou to pray
so that I may be restored to you
(Heb 13:19)
29 I led them with cords of hm-

LY

Td

COPYRIGHT 2018
man kindness with  of love
(Hos 11:4)

30 Love and farthfnlness keep a
kmg  (Prov 20:28)
34 others asked, "How  asm-
ner do such miraculous signs?”
(John 9:16)
35 They sound like the roanng
sea as they  on their horses
(Jer 6: 23y
37 God made them
female (Mark 10:6)
38 Take an  of manna and
keep it for the generations to
come {Ex 16:32)
39 yvoung chuldren
42 you have me from my
chains (Ps 1161 6]
43 Abrahams wife (Gen.17:13)
46 like a shelter in a vineyard,
hkea 1 afield of melons
(Isa 1:8)
49 cut the ram m preces, and
wash the  of him (Ex 29:17)
I'CLT"-.

I miughner than I, whose
I am not worthy to bear (Matt
KWV
53 the posts thereof and the
thereof (Ezek 40:21) KTV

and

BIBLEVWORDEAMES COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
54 You will increase my honor
and comfort me once  (Ps
T1:21)
35 Now Deberah, Rebekah's

. died and was buned (Gen
358
56 every kind of clean amimal
__ and 1is mate (1.4) (Gen
f )|
57They were all cast in the same

and were 1dentical (1 Kings

737 Ty
58 Forts and towers in the
wooded (2 Chron 27:4)
63 1ts rooms are filled with
and beantiful treasures (Prov
14 -1.-'
64 wolves; they  nof the
bones till the morrow (Zeph 3:3)

N l..l-.l

65 They hatch the  of wvipers
and spin a spider's web (Isa
30:3)

67 lMoses led Israel from the

___ Sea and they went into the

Desert (Ex 15:22)

69 They were all encouraged and
some food themaelves (Acts

27:36)

Soiuran on page 14
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Marlene’s Meditation

Waiting
Bw Marlene Houk
Burke Coungy

Jackson Hewitt

Trgigh 40:21  But they that wait upon the LORD shail K SR

perena their simength, thay shall seouni up wiih wings az
eagies; thay shall ren, and not be weary, and they shall
walk, arnd nof fainr,

I shufted vmeazsily in the blus upholsterad arport seat.
watting for the intemational flight thar wonld whisk
iy brother-in-law, bis wife, and two vouns nepbews out of our reach for the nex:

five wears. It was an 18-boua fight from Charlotte, ME to Durban, South Africa,
s inrerminable watt for mov ewn childran, a robmse 13-year-old apd 2 Sdgety
1T-yaar-old.

Wainng, Waitng, Waiting. It's & gnawing, grinding, srabbing tentacle of tea-
sion that shithers into miy beart and desmoys oy patience. Tofien declare war on
watfing with feazied cleaning or continual chatting with fisnds. Sometimes, I
mnilfi-task while waitng, proud of checkmarks on my to-do list. 1hong stacks
af books and make biz plans o pack much work mete a 7-hoar drive or a stintin

the surgical waiting roomn becanse distraction is a relief from the dreariness of
walting. Wainne does nof come easy 10
those who are cresmoes of acdon, wha
siride o the funoe with sohations, and
wha, latar, voderstand the wisdon of
what happens during one waiting,

Tucked neatly inte the subtle layars
of Esther, the 17th book of the Bibla,
the carefil smudent will dizcover the
faint, quiet fragrance of waiting and its
mreasurad timeless value Like a care-
fully preserved wedding dress, the silk
fzlds and Chautilly lace of a life that
watts wpow the LOPD glinumers with His glory. Listen to the crackle of the paper
25 we separate the glorous lavers of the lovely beirloom wedding dress of walt-
ing. Hidden berweaen the drama and the chaos, 3 quiet fact resides. Esther walted,
How does God desige watting, like a weddinzs dress. fo fall in graceful folds
around our spirts while subtly reflecting His glomy?

From the e of her marmisga o the king and the evil plot of Haman, thare
ware five years, Perhaps Esther did not consider them as walting vears, but God

Switch and get

2 Morganton Locations:

911 W Union St  Inside Wal-Mart
828-433-4455 828-448-2243

nevertheles: desizned them to be miervewing vears of preparation for His will.
And this short list is some of what she learnad as demonstrated by her latar ac- 2
tions- Valid 02/14/18 - 041318
the LOFRLDY it will gather tension rather than peace. Esther contnuad 0 mamtaln
swong relatonships with God, Mordecai, and her paople. the Tews
2. Diiracted waitdngz-upen the LORD. If vou do oot focus on the LOED dunng
vaur walting, smess will reduce waiting to a trial. Esther finally understood the
3. Promuses of wattdng: According to Isziak 4031, waiting is a time o Hﬂuﬁw&“ nwntrs urgﬂt SEIEEHIII'I ﬂ' Flll'lﬂtl.ll'l
&, renayy strength,
. Mouat up our focus above eanthly woes to eternal affacts,
. Epdure the journey of life withonr: fainting. - R Ec L I N E R SAL E -
her, as she focused on the salvation of her people, and as she enduored the 10 I,..J" e =
montks of waiting for redemption X “__', r iy
Cruzen Esther learned to wait, and wa, as ker proteges, can leam to gracionsky - s
accept the roval duny of waiting, knowing thar we become more [ke Christ

1. Felationship watting: If vouo waidng is oot based on your ralationship with
L&B FURNITURE
valus of focnsing on the LOFT ratker than ber fear
Esther gained strangth 25 she worked with the people God had placed arpund
thronzh the journey and that slory awaits ws!

Mariens Houk is a regular conributor fo Blue Ridee Chrirtian Nows. Her passion
i fa dolve deeply inte the fruths gf Bibie women and fo discuss thaze in Bible

Studier called Backsrage Pass fo Bibie Women. She and her hushand discover jay,
nurfurg, and challenge in thelr chircl. Her contact is marlenehontiaballsouth nat

| BEST RECLINER DEALS
IN WNC...PRICE MATCH

eccre BN |VISA Lo GUARANTEE

*12 months interest free - CALL
Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road + Marion, NC

(828) 652-T667 " i T
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NEED CASH?

Fast, Secure Loans on

Anything of Value -
$10 and Up!

kindls of merchandiss -
comns ln for great valussd

Mountaineer Pawn Shop

12513 5. 226 Hwy. » Spruce Pine, NC

(323)765-7651 ,
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LHEEI Therapy,
: Healulg at the

Speed of Light

Research published in the Lancet, a prestigious
medical journal stated that Laser Therapy reduced
acute neck pain immediately after treatment and up
to 22 weeks after treatment with chronic (long term)
neck pain. So why choose Laser Therapy? It works,
has no side effects and the results last.

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

CRUZ

Life Center

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC

Burnsville, NC HEALTH COACHING

(828) 682-6157
(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

“Since 1952"

Alive, Active, Powerful
By Ken and Jan Merop
Avery Couny

A blank page sifts in font of me nght now. I
prav and contemuplate what to write,

Spmetimes ideas pop up like crocuses trouzh
snoy encmistad syound; o, like fish readily bit-
mg af the surface when food 15 tossed to them
Oher times, however, Ldeas sesm fo snnzgle
dovam and bury themsalves in a rock or cravice.
Tromst dig out, dust off and examine clesaly for 3 sparkles to glimmer across my
rrired,

Lataly, if's been more of the kiddsn zems: than the popping of colorful bles-
sorms, ret this less imvigorating fonm of writing reaps the rewards of discovery
that provides nourishment. Dead seeds will be boonghe to life. Colorful ideas will
genuinate and grow.

It's mot just abour wridnz. It's abour lifs,

Have vou been in thar place where your life is like a blank paze? I think we've
all experienced that. 1knpow I have

We're usad to being busy; productive. Then it seems much of the things that
have keptus actively engagad are being stripped away for ons rezson or another
Change is in the air; bat, it's pot tangihle and leaves us wondering what's up.
Fecently I fonnd my:elf in that place. Lethargy was begioning to take hold. I
was sighing too often. Trothfully, T dide't know what to do aboar it

Then it ocowred o me that T eeeded to dig into God’s Word, T oraved His
nourishoeent like a crying, hungry child seeks to be sadsfad.

I hadn't peglected my quiet time. Bur, I needed inpur and direcdon. Sa, I
lpoked through past studiss I'd done. When I foumd Believing God by Beth
Moore, I knew the Lord was apswenng oy heart's cry.

Hefore [ even begzan the smdy, I personalized Peahn 121, a Psalm [ had
memorized 25 2 child. . znd one I had been retuming to frequentty. [t had been
mflusntial at another momentons fime in my life. Peading verse 1, WETW, “T will
I up sy aves to the hills — from whenee comar my halp? My help comes from
the Lord, whe made heaven and garth, ™ was the direcdon T zought.

Then chapging “you™ to “ory,” [ affirmed that God woulda't L=t wy foot be
moved; He wonld keep me and not slamber; the Lord is my keaper snd preservar.
Solstered by God's word, [ stepped expectantly into the stady. It was tme to
have present active, continnsl fzith in God becanse He 15 alive snd acove in me.
I Leanad into His power knowing nothing is impossible with God. Selah

WINTER"S WARDROBE

The frosty white crystals encasing the branches
remind us af winter's feracious grip.
Mareh windy blew, spovw sall swirls. . _buy
the rock is a reminder gf where o find refuge.
Famiar’s blgsrs will furn fo spring breezes
and pew dueds will Bravely adorn the branches.

“...Wair griedy before God. . He alomne s
my rock and my salvafer, my forress
wiltere I will rot be shaken.

Praim e 5 & &

g and Jan love residing m the mowrntaing of dvery Cownsy.  Fizif Jan's new blog
& pauseandconsiderner, Journgying with Jan, and Ken's photos at kenmeroppho-
foETapiy com

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

worw brenews_com
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

Do You Really Want to
Know God's Way?

Bw Shawn Thornas
Burke Coungy

In Pzalma 25:4-5 David prays, “Make me fo Enow Towr
was, O LORD, teack me Your paths. Lead me in Jour iruth
arid feack ma ...~ Many Christans might identfy with
these words. Upon reading them they might say, “Amen!
Iwawt God o lead ME like that!”™ Bur do vou really” Are
vou willing ro do whar is nacessary for God to lead yvou” What does thar involve?
Pzalm 25 shows us

— First, Danid says at the end of -3 “For You Jwait all the day ™ If we want
to know Grod's way, than ws nwst be willing to walt on Hun, Neow, “waimng™ ow
Him dosse’t mean “pest sities aroond and waidng ™ It means waidwg in His pres-
ence i His word & praye:s. It means investing the time it takes to know His wav.
This is po “S-mmioute quiet ime” or bumied datly devetion It means speading a1l
the fime necessary to hear from God. Are vou willing to iovest thar mmaT Thera is
oo substinite for it That 15 what o takes to really keow His way.

— Second. o really koow His way we must be willing to fum from sin. It is

smiking how many tmes this Psalm, in which Diavid is asking for God's suadance,

rafers to hiz need of purity before God. He asks God in -7, “Do net remember thia
sing qf my vouzh or my transgressions.” In 211 he asks, “Pardon my iniguan, for
it iz prat. " In werzes 12 and 14 he mentons “the fear of the LORD which is
an awareness of His presence and our accountabilicy to Hon which cauzes us o
parify our Hvas from sin. AN of which insmacts vs that if was really want God to
lead us, we cannot just contnwe thonghilessly in sin. We wust puotfy ourselves
from 211 keoewn sn, i we really
want His leaderskep. Do you re-
ally want God o lead you? Are
yvan willing to give up that sin
in erder fo hawe it Yon can’t
have both.

— Then in ;% we find an-
other key o God's leadarship:
hnmulity. “He leads the lmebis
i jusfice, and He teaches the
humbie Hiz vy, ™ I we want
Crod to lead ws, we mwst coune
to Him in lnonility, admining
QRIF SIR (RS We just saw) and
bmbly subnuthng curselves to
His leadership. We can't come
in pride, thivking that we al-
ready koow what 1o do; or thar
wa have all the answars. We
will pe raady to do whatever
it is He shows ns. The prond
person is not willing to subamnit
themselves o him like that And they will also npever have God's direcoon. For
“He teaches the humble His way.”

S0 ... 1o light of these things, how mch do yon really want God 1o lead vou?
It iz one thing to pray, “Iake me 1o know Your ways, O LOBDT RMawy say that
Bur 2z Peal 25 shows as, it 15 another thing enorely to do what it t2kes to really
Enow it!

Shawn Thomas is Sentor Pasrar af Pleazanr Ridee Baprist Church i Morpanston,
His messages and devenonals are available ar www.shaenerhomas.com

Mayland Community College

Finebridge Froject
Presidant D John Bayd
Avery, Mitchell and Yancey Countias

Wayland Conuwmmaty Colleza is pleased to supovmce that
we ara progressing through the state consouciion procass oo
the Pine Bridze Colizevan project. Stame consmmoton proj-
acts manerally take longer than non-state projecis bacause
of the review process by state consmuction. Thare are thres
stages, during which, the state construction office reviews
the progress of the project; we hawve recenty complated the second stage.

The Pine Bridee Colisewrn project will b2 a malo-phased project. This firs:
phase inclhades a new roof ontside fagads, and eabanced secumity oa the sowthem
side overlpoking dowmtoam. This phase also includes 3 cosmetolezy center and
parking lot improverpenss. We intended to mechide massaze therapy with cosmie-
taxlogy, how-
ever estimared
CODSmICHon onsts
may prohibd
this from being
included in phase
one.

Tha Ind phase
will b2 3 gallary
& visitor centar
D=xi T0 Cosla-
tology. We will
connnus working
on the massaze
therapy space.
as finds become
available The college s alzo working on plans for 3 Pesource Canter for Enmra-
prensurs that will complete the sowthem side of the Pine Bridze; including limited
lease comumiercial spaca. We snll intend o mchide the large event canrer, arts znd
crafis classroorns, comanercial kitchen, and other program space in forre phases
Phase one constraction is set (o begin this sumomer,

Lastly, tha college is replacing the roof ow the Pine Bridge Inn. We are in early
discussions with an existng hotel 10 lease the Inn and mapaze it 55 & boutigue
hotel

The college is mvesting approciimataly 3 million dollars mo thes Srst phase and
will conmnus to write granfs and raise private fuwds o conpleta the total project
We smongly believe thar thus project is a game changer for owr thres counties, and
partoalarly the town of Spruce Pive. The completon of Pine Bridze will rake
time and 15 very dependent on finding grawts and donors who share our vision to
TEJUVELAlE OUT COomnunity

D ok Boyd 1z President of Moyiland Commuimaty College.

&R Joan’s @&
Precision Auto Body

(828) 652-z018
Fax (828) 652-4896

1385 Rutherford Road
Marion, NC 28752

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

A® Erie
g Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world”
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder

warw brenews.com
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Biomedical an.ln eering I:s&an has students
saying "Wow, this is sg cool!

By Student News Ambassador Natalie Ollis,
Burke Middle College

Bv Cheryl Shufflar

Burke Coungy

The STEAM Academy’s unit for this sermesrer, biomedi-
cal engipeering taaches smdents bow medical tachnolozy
help: people mn the world today. While working through
the lessons and cmupleting expemmants, stadents fom Fay
Childars Elementary School said over and over again, “WOW, this 15 so cool!™
And who wonldn't thivk it cool to look at an imprist of a hand vmder a micre-
soope, creats A plaster of an ear and have a bologram rse ot of an (Pad?

Before they jumped into the cool smiff, the stadewts ressarched bimmedical
engineering and Llearn vocabulary words associated with it Like all of the STEAM
lessons, this one 1z housed oo ]
the Google Classroomm app,
whick allows students access
to information after they leave
STEAM =zo if a particnlar unis
pigues theior interest, they can
ramam te it and learn mors,

Coce the shadents mas-
tered the backzroumd and
vacabnlary, they brought o
the microscopes to look ar -
man calls -- skin, hair, bone,
mmscle, brain bear, lung, and
blood — as well a5 an imprint
mada of their cam skin by
parting fowid glhee on thedr
hands and pealing it off. Mexr,
stdents moved to the ear.
Hizh school insmactor for the
Advanced Leamming Depar-
mient Wayne Whaley used a
3D prioter to make maolds of 2
bnman gar. The smadents filled
the ear molds with plaser w
creare modals. Also, as part

Three BCPS Schools Excel At Breakfast Challenge

Heritaps Middle School, Pafton High School and Dranzghn High School ara
top performues schools in te Mo Hungry Fids MC Breakfast Challenze. The
thrae schoals weral racognized on Feb 15 in Chape] Hill, Morth Caroling ar the
2018 BT Child Hunger Leadars Conferance for their efforts to ucrease braakfas:
paricipaton. Mo Hungrny Eids WO presents the Breakfast Challenza Awards each
yaar to schools that increase the number of students eating breakfast by at least 70
percear ovar the previons year

Burke Conmry Public Schools init-
ated the Universal Breakfast Program,
which zives every student in the dis-
mict accass o fee breakfasy, last year
To gat more students 1o take advan-
t2ge of the free meal, Burke County
Puhlic Schools kas foonsed on ways
to make breakfast part of the school
dav This includes programs such as
Crab and Go Breakfast and Second
Chance Breakfzst Grab and Go,
available m five elementary schools,
allows students o grab a quick, oumi-
nons meal 1o 2at either m the cafiestarda
or in the classToorn. Second Chance,
availale m two middle schools and
the four wadrbonal lngh schools.
allows students to vizsdt a breakfast
cart o the hallway befivaen moming
classes

Burks County Public Schools
Supennrapdent Dr. Larmy Putmam
zaid, “The goal is to feed more students 2 healthy breakfast o gat their day o o
2 bettar start. Smdies contoee to show a direct correlaton betwean batter grades
and atdmdes in studeass who eat breakfast connpared o those who don't. Burke
Connty Public Schools wants 10 break down the barmers that keep kids oo eat-
ing breakfast, whether it be because they antve ar school too 12t or are embar-
rassed to e io the free breakfast line. Witk our Grab and Go spd Second Chance
options and with all of our kids having access 1o a free breakfast, vo one 1z sinsted
ot ™

MOERE
Burke Connry Public Schaoals Food Sendces Management Coordinstor Angie
Hansley satd, “TWe would lie o persoaally say thank vou to the principals and staff

of the lesson, they dermosd
holograms nsing a2 Plaxislas
prismi and YonTube videas
For their lzst experiment, st-
dewts 1z0latad their own DA
nsing chemicals and made a
vile for a pecklaca fillad with
& combination of sports donk
and their own spit

Smdents in third through
eighth grades visit 3TEAM
three dmes during the school
vear for spectally focused
lessons that imvolve hands-on leam-
ing. High school smudents can also tzke
Project Lead the Way and virmeal 2C
Srhool of Science and Math classes at
the STEAM Academy.

Superintendsnt Dr Lary Pumsem
said “This fes into the master curricon-
ham plan of redesigning our district’s
Academnically snd Intellecimally Gifted
CATG) plan four vears ago. We are get-
nmug stadents on a collegs campus,
lab situations -- just ke the real world
— and wa are sparking thedir interests
in fields sach as healtheara, forensics
and zerpspace engineering. We just
started an interpship program where
local busmesses and industries are
imvesting in our stdents and showing
them the possibilities of jols avail-
ahla here in Burke County, Carclinss
HealthCare Systemn Blue Bidge is one
examiple as they have 10 of our kigh
schop] students interning with them
in various sectors of the hospital. Ohar
vision s fo Ccononue to west in our
stidents ar sl levels. For those bust-
ness and mdustry leaders who shars
our vision, we invite vou to invast in
and badld your workforce with BOCPS”

Tz leam mars shout the Burke
County Public Scheols intemskip pro-
Zram, contact Jamie Momon, infernship
coordinator, at §28-435-2997 or jonoren aake K12 nous.

at Herrage, Patton and Draugls for their suppont of our schee] numition program
and helping us fead students. We are excited for them to amend the awards caremo-
oy and be recognizad for their hard work. In additdon to the recogmiton, they will
recaive a monetary award that will go badk me the Child Muatton Program. We
are excited 1o falk with more principals in the disaict sbont expanding the breakfast
proeratn at thedr schools.”

Burke Conmery Public Schools parmers with Charowells E12 o provids braakfass
awd fomch to students 3:well 23 a supper feading program at Forest Hill Elementary
Schaool called “Eat Well Aftar tie Bell. ™ Vistt bitpe buoke numislice.com’ for vour
schvoe’s maal menn

Photo Credit — Faoton Heeralall, Srodent Mews Arvbassador 2t Pamon High Scheal

Patton Hizgh School stoderts e up fo f2ke advantage of a second chance at
breakfast in the hallways betwesn classes. Pamon, Dranghn High School and Hen-
tage Middle School are top performing schools in the Mo Honsry Eids WO Braak-
fast Challenze.

Charyd Shegifer is the Pubilc Ralations Qffcer for the EI.'.I'.?:'ﬂ.'fDI.'.*?I:l Pubiic
Schoo! Sysrem.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN

GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRIL 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
CALL: 828-682-6144
'__
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Burke U
Ead Working

By David Burleson
Burke County

Civar the last several months, we have seen God work
in many wonderful ways. When food was getfting low in
the pantry, groups that had just completed a2 food drive
wionld show up. When suppliss for cur homeless were
zefting low, a dovamon would show up at our front door
or oy the mail. As soup kitchen supplies became depletad,
the neaded food showed up. Itis always 2 blessing to s=e God show ap, right oo
mma.

We bave also seen God work through our volhurteers aed staff at BUCKL
Thzvkfally, we have wonderfiul soup kitchan teamis that prepare delicious meals
every day for lunch and dinner on Twesdays, Thursdays, and Sundavs. Our food
harvesters wavel fo our suppornns grocery stores and restavrants to plok-up food
for us to nse for our clients. Evervday our pantry and ¢lothing voluteers work to
belp meet the needs of our clizns,

Crod also works throush many groups in o convoumaty. We are very thapk-
ful that several church vouth groups collectad food and funds during the national
Spuper Bowl of Caring event on February 11, This i3 ona of the Largest food
drives of the vear A biz thank yvou to the following youth sroups swd youth laad-
[

* First Presbytenan Charch Merganton — Youth Paster, Adam Bowling

* First MIethodist Cluach MMorganton — Youth Pastor, Lamy Taylor

* First Bapast Church Morganton — Yourk Pastor, Tvler Roach

* Sronmit Community Church Mergaotion — Yowth Pastor, Stephan Soyder

= Cralke Hill Methodist Church — Yowth Pastor, Shavwon Lemaster-Sith

* Enon Bapost Charch — Yourk Pastor, Tolw Pricchard

This drive brought i over 000 1bs. of food and $10,000 to usze o purchasze
food. It iz a blassing to see that onr fanre leaders nnderstand the importance of
helping others

We also spprectate the Burks Connty Scheels for deing a Souper Bowl of Car-
ing Food Daive for BUCHK and oth-
&l agencies in our coumty. A buge
thank vou to Dr. Larry Pumam, the
staff and the smudents of the schoal
system for their ourstanding work
and geverssity. This donated food
will belp suppor many o our com- |

Dienatons of gently nsed clothes,
shoes and otker supplies from aar
communiry have helped maet the
needs of our clients. Cloats and
ather wamm clothes have been especizlly appreciated during the winter moaths.
Becanse of the generosity of many in our compmunity, onr clisnts kave clothing
and ather supplies to keep them warnn.

I want to iovite everyone to owr breakfzst fandraizer on Samrday, March 24 at
Friday Friends. The all vouw can eat Breakfast will be from 8 am. to 10 am and
the costis E10. For good food and fellowship, be sure to come out and support
BUCH.

We always need additonal volunteers at BUCA. We alwavs need volunteers in
our clothone closar and store, the food pantry and to harvest food. I you would be
interested in discuszing being a volunteer or makine 2 donation to BUCK, please
call me or Elizabeth Maorris at (828) 433-8075 or visic our webpagze 2t bucm nat.

Plaase considar being 3 part of what God = doms 2t Burke UTnited Christian
AMintsirias,

Ienid Burleson is Director gf Burke Unidted Christian Mimiiries

Check out our new Website-www.brecnews.com
And find us on Facebook

It's Not About Us
By Timaosy Eller
MeDowall Couniy

I kave bean reading Freedom fromm Addicton by 3eatl
Apderson. He savs that we mmst comms ta the snd of onr-
sefves and our resources. The primary problam peopls
bave inwalking in deliverapce iz self-sufficiency. Peaple
fieal that they can fix themiselves and if they mied harder
thev can mansze their life controlling issnes. We never
Lkave the abkility msids of us to fix our own problams. [$we could fix our life we
would not peed Tesus. Everything that we have need of has been made avail-
alzle to us through the biood of Fesus. The problein is that we look to the wrong
source. Self-help without Tesus Christ, ts oo
belp. There are more programs our thers o
belp people be free and to God their real zelf
The problems with finding oarselves antsida
of Tesus and what He did. is the funlity a
Life dictated by marmade affort. 2o mattar
by bard wre oy to bring meaning 1o life, it
15 meaningless outsids of Jesus. When He
ndwells humanity, 3 metamorphosts takes
pitace. We are changzed fom glory o glory.
oel Fowes and the City of Rafnze Choio
minjstered to the charch with a wonderfil
song in 2008 atled, "It's not abowt us, It's
about Jesns". This song is the solurdon to Zet-
nngz answers abons the problems we hava in
Life We cannot solve our problems; the heal-
mg comas only throwgh Jesus the healer.

Tim Eller pradusted from Careling Graduate Schoo! gf Divinity and has beer
rvolved tn prizon and jail minisiry for the past fifteen vears. Currenily he is
operanng in the capacity gf @ servant gf Jesus Cheest

Sudoku

Splufan on page J4

© SlatcPouid Modis

* MHazardous Tree
Removal

= View Clearing

= Pruning

* Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE

Certfied Arborist * Insured + Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

SERVICE

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Relaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113
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Grace
By Rev. Jobn MoCoury
Roman Mountain, Tennezses

Crur reading for this menth is the Soriprure: Tobn 1:14-18
Ot gf his fullness we have all received grace in place of
grace already given. For the law was given through Woses;
Erace and frith came throngh Jesus Christ. No one has ever
sean Grod, But the one and only Son, who is iimzself God

amnd is in chosest relatfonship with the Father, haz made o
freown. (Tohn 1-16-18) Motice the reappearance in verse 17 of the words zrace
and math, and the conmast which Jobn draws between them and the Law and
Moses. The Law makes demands. It is hard, cold, umyielding, without mercy. The
symbaol of it today is the TRS — the Tax Man. If we do not give np what the law
requires we are subject to penalty: Do this and thow shalt live, says the TRS. Fobm
says that the Taw was given by Moses, Mns.athﬂnn‘tmgmala:t,hﬂhegn‘e

it. Moses may disappear, but the Law remains — cold, aoyielding, demanding,
withouat mercy. Bat, John says, grace and truth came through Jesns Christ. Take
away Jesus and you take away grace and tmrth; He is the channe] of them . What
Tohn is saying in this saction is that law is all abont demand. bar grace and moth
are all sbout supply, and are designed to mest that demand Many people think
that law and grace are confradictory, that they are opposing principles. Buft not
in the sense in which they were originally intended. Law and zrace supplement
one another, Law makes its demands, nghtfully and justdy, and no one can meet
them Tt grace and muth are given in order o meet that demand. In Exodus 20
there is the remarkable account of the giving of the Law on Mt Sinai — the Ly,
which came with smoke fhnnder, earthqnake, fire, fesr and wembling. But in the
Very nexi section we read the detailed plans for the tmilding of the tabermacle —
God's provision to mest the demands of the Law. That tabemacle is 8 pictare of
Jesus, the meeting place where God's
demands are folly met n temms of the
sacrifice of blood, of 3 life poured
ont. Thus, Jobn saw o the coming of
Tesus the fulfillment of that taber-
nacle: The one who was after me has
already besn before me. So, it is with
ns. We can say with Jolm, Cut of
his fullness (of grace and mmuth), we
hawe all received, grace npon prace.
Grpd has a daily supply of grace for
ns. Grace is the senerosity of love
reaching ont foward us, giving itself
o ws. To those who come to Christ,
Grod's prommdse is that every day we
can tzke a new supply of his love.
We can know that we are loved. We
know we are cherished, protected,
and tlessed. We are sirengrhened,
kept, and sapported by his lowe; srace wpon grace, day after day, like the manma
to the Tsraelites in the wildemesss. God gives us 2 daily supply of love. Becase
we have been loved, when we reach out in love to someons alze. when we Zive as

fully and freely a5 we have received, then we fulfill the Law, for love is the fialfill-

ing of the Law. Father I thank you for the grace of our Lord Tesns. What a gift
that He has come among us to reveal yoo to us and fo bring as to v Help me to
walk in the warmith and love of kis grace today. Life Application: God's amazing
grace transforms His moral law into iberating truth. Are we grasping the rhythm
of grace with truth and truth with grace?

John MeCoury is patior gf Evergreen church in Roan Mountam, Temessee and
aisa chaplain af Roan Highland: Nursing Conten
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BBs Overstock Liquidation

Great Prices on New

inventory of Quartz
& Infrared Heaters

New Stock Every Week « All First Quality

225 West Main Street ¢ Eurnswlle NC 28714
828-337-7728

Think Inside the Box

By Scott Bunn and Fobin Lenner
Waztern NC Coumfias

ASADg Eighth C5A Fair Planned for Thurs-
day, March 15

ASHEVILLE, MC --The maditional grow-
ing season is gefing closer and Western Morth
Carolina farmers will seon bezin picking
asparagus, greens, and radishes o sell ar
farmers failgate markets and to pack boxes for
their C5A—or Connmumity Supported Azr-
culimre—farm share subscrbers. To help the
commnnity leam more about OS54 ASAP iz hosting their Bighth C5.4 Fair on
Thursday, March 15, from 3 to § pm at Near Belpinm Brewing Co_ (21 Craven
Smest, Asheville MC). The annnal family-friendly event is free and provides an
opportunity to meet area farmers, browse fammers” C5A programs and products,
and sign up.

Family farms offering raditional C5As is 8 chance for compomnity members o
support a famm at the beginnimg of the season and receive a box of fresh produce,
meats, of fowers from their farm on 2 regular basis through the growing sea-
spn. Many farms featmre kalf and full size shares to acconumodare different size
boussholds, and offer conventent add-on options such as farm fresh epgs. Many
farms also offer opportonities for C5A members to conmect i person with the
farm, either through on-farm C5A pick-up, fanm tours, member work davs, or end
of season celebrations.

Meridith Miller, 3 Buncombe County resident who has atended and vohm-
teered st previous CS5A Fairs, values the interactions with fammers. “Getfting o
sep all the different fanms represented at the CSA Fair really opened my eves to
the range of choices available ™ Miller said “It adds a lot o be sble to talk to the
Erowers o leam abont their plans for the seasom. I like being able to find ont what
they are planfing because I have some favorite products that T look for™

According to fanmers, the C5A Fair is valusble for their fann tasipess. “The
C54 Fair is such a great way forus to connect directly with families wannng o
invest im local farms and their ovwm bealth through the purchase of a C5A share ™
=xid Melizsa Harwm of Highgate Farm “The fair provides us with the opportonity
o answer guestons and share information to help folks find the best match for
themsalves ™

Highzate Farm is one of the 15 Appalachian Grown™ certified C5A provid-
ars slated to attend the fair ASAP's Appalachian Growm certification program
identifies local food from family farms in the Southern Appalachians. All of the
participating farms in the C5A Fair have pickup locations in Buncombe Connty.

A Way of Life Farm (Bostc)
Betsy's Farm (Candler)

Bhae Meadow Farms (Hendersonville)
Edmnndson Produce Fanm (Hendersomville)
Flying Cloud Famm (Fairview}

Full 5un Fanm (Laicester)
}IﬂuleranﬂpFarm (Fairview)

Longz Valley Eco-Biotic Farm (Marshall)
Dlivette Farm {Alexsnder)
Reeves Home Place Fam (Laicester)

S-t:mauupﬁardﬂlﬂn{arshall}

This year's event is sponsored by the The hMarket Place, ImagaSmith Cormn-
numications, Food Life. and Bunconibe Connty Service Foumdation. The Blarket
Place will offer a local fond inspired cocktsil the wesk of March 5 to celebrate the
C5A Far

To leam more about the fair and ASAP's work, visit asspronnecions.org.
Those unsble to aftend can search for more local farms offering CS5As m ASAPs
online Local Food Guide at appalachisngroem org; the new 2018 print guide hits
the stands in April.

[Mote: Participating farm list is subject to change. High-resolution images
available; contact Development Director Scott Bunn at sootiifs sapoonmections.
org.]

ABOUT ASAP (APPAT ACHIAN SUSTATNABLE AGRICULTURE FROI-

ECT)

ASAP's mizssion is to help local farms thrve, link farmers to markets and support-
ers, and tuild healthy comnnmitiss throngh connections to local food. To learm
mare shout ASAD's work, visit asapronnections org, or call (828) 236-1282.

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News' on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

March 2018 - Blue Fidge Christian Mews page 44



Upcoming Events
By Kate Groff
Mitchell and Tameay Counties

"Art work created by students from pre-E throngh
high school in Mirchell County is currently showcased at
the Spruce Pine TRAC Gallery, located at 260 Oak Ax-
enne, unil March 17. A free reception is planned frorm 4
io Spm oo Friday, Barch 8. The public is mvited o view
thiz amazing display of talent of the youth of our county.

TUPCOMING TOE EIVER ARTS OFPORTUNITIES:
started rehearsal for the Easter presentation of Handel's Messiah. Especially sesk-
ing temor and base vocalists. If vou love to sing and be parnt of a dedicated group
of voluntesrs, come join o at the First Baptist Church (oo the Town Square in
Bummsville), Tuesday everng from §30 o 8:30pm. Please email Fessica. comia

Dreadline to apply for the Toe Biver Arfs
Smdio Tour June 1-3 is Wednesday, harch
T at 5pm, at either gallery (102 W. Maim in
Bumsville/ 268 Ok Avenne in Sproce Pins).
Artists mnst show in 3 participatmg Mitch-
ell or Yancey county studio and be corrent
members of Toe Biver Arts. Applications and
information are available at the website, waw
toenveraris.org/for-artists or at either gallery.
Please email kate/ditoeriverarts.org with any
gquestions.

Dreadline to apply for representation in
either Toe Fiver Arts Bumsville (102 W. hdain
5t.) or Spruce Pine (260 Ok Avenue) gift shop
is Satorday, March 10 &t Spm. Arfists nmst be
Mirchell, Vancey, or Avery county residents
and current Toe Fiver Arts menthers. Work
nmist mest muidelines that are availshle on-
lime at wwm toeriverarts. org/for-amists or at

Dreadline to sllhnnxprqlmalsﬁ:rlﬂlﬂ
exhibitions in either the Bumsville or Spmce
Pine facilinies is Samurday, March 24 ar 5pm_
Panicipating artists do npot have to be Toe
Eiver Arts members nor live in the region.
Collaborations encouraged. Limited gallery
awvailability. Submizsion information and
applications are availabls on-line at W
toeriverarts. org for-artists or at either zallery:
Please email kate/@itoeriverarts.org with aoy
questions.

ARTS SCHOLARSHIF DEADLINE
The Toe Fiver Arts Council annoumees
the availability of its anoual art scholarships.

Awards will be given to graduating high
schop] seniors or adults contimuing their edu-
canon from Yancey or Mitchell County, They
nmist be pursning a higher education degres
majoring in any of the arts or arts education
The applicaton deadime is April 1, 2018 at
Spm.

Each scholarship will be in an amonnt
between 5250 and 51,000 and will be paid
ﬂmacﬂj io the degres-basad instiuton of the

the desdline, April 1, 2018 at S5pm. In addi-
fion to the applicaton form applicants are
asked to present work that best excemiplifies the extent and quality of their past
accomplishments, Examples may mclode bat are not limdted to: ceramdcs, drama-
ing, graphic dezign, jewelry, painting, print making, sculpiure, textile and fabric
design drama, mmsic, and crestive writng. Work portfolios are limited to ten
objects.

Submissions do not have to be related to the category of degres program to
be eligible. For example, the spplicant may submit a sculpiure even if they are
accepied to a photography program. There is no application fee. Mo late applica-
tioms will be accepted. The evaluaton will be based upon those submissions that
demonsirate original thinking, an amistc commitment, and a willingness to take
creatve dsks.

Completed submissions may be dropped off at either TRLAC Gallery between
1d30am and Spm Tuesdsy-Friday in Spruce Pine at 2869 Oak Avenne or Bums-
ville st 102 West Main Soeet. Please contact TRAC =t 828-682-7215 with any
questions.

The Toe Fiver Ars Counil (TEACT) Scholarships for the Arts is made possible
by funding by an Endoament Fund beld by the Conmmmity Foundstion of West-
em Morth Caroling (CFWEHC).

Eate Groff is the Program: Coordingror for the The River dre Council.

What Does the Lord Require?

Micah 6:8 — He has told you, O man, what is good;
and wirat does the Lord require gf you but o do
Justice, and fo love BEndness, and fo walk humbly
with your God?

Justice and Mercy, in our mpdem understanding,
sepm to be almost opposite concepts, yet God hmps
them together in this passaze. Why? It has to do with an Old Testament concept
of justice. In the (1d Testament, justice was thought shout not in terms of pumish-
ing an offendsr, as mnach as it was in defending the victim and extending to the
less fortumate, the poor, and the immigrant A widow might 7o to 2 judze pleading
for justice because she knows the biblical command after command to look afier
the widow and avoid taking advantage of the weak would ensare 3 finding in her
favor In cur day, we tend fo see justice in more of a negative light, and nghifully
5. Justice that defends for the weak and the downirodden also finds against the
guilty, the sinner, and the oppressor. And as the Apostle Paul remminds us in Fo-
means 3, we have all sinned, we all stand guilty before God; we all bear some re-
sppnsibility fior the injustice and evil in the world because, at one fime or another,
we have all alipned ourselves with the forces of evil throngh our sin. Scriphare’s
umiversal demmnciation of the ho- ] I -
man condition, and its universal |
proclamstion is that justice calls
for our destrction.

For those of us who have been
forziven, thongh, there is another
aspect of justice we need o con- ]
sider. We have been rescued from *

God's justice in order to promobe L £ . -
justice in the world around us. . B

Justice demands we be people —

who are working to see the poor

Lifted np and the inwwigrant welcomed m. Fustice demands we work to build 2
world in which the orphan the widow, and the nyinsority matter, in which they are
noticed and their cries for justice do not fall on deaf ears. When we think abount
justice in this sense we realize how close it is fo mercy.

In the book The Pietist Option, Mark Pattie observes that mercy and justice ame
two sides of the same coin. Mercy asks the gueston, “how can T alleviate suffer-
inz7" And justice asks, “how can I zet at the root cause of suffering™ In other
words, pstice demands we work to move the world closer to the ideal Fingdom
Jesus will bring with Him at His retam.

As a whole, I think we are pretty good at practicing mercy today. We have our
mpments and our deraceors, but overall Christians sall have 3 hard time watching
spmeone Eo lonery when they can spend a few dollars to prevent it. Tustice, how-
ever, is a different story. Tustice is difficult, there are no quick fixes there are no
essy answers. We live in 2 world that is vmjust and will be umjust, on some lewval,
umtl] Christ's retumn. That doesn’t mean we should be ok with the way things are,
Jesus never was. Jesus, the Apostles, the Prophets all call us to work toward jus-
tice. This muight bart our own bottom line or canse us o lose standing with certain
members of the commnnity, bat this is a call that penneates just about every book
in the Bible, and it is & call that we can no longer ignore. We mst be conumitted
to warking together to alleviate the snffering arcund us in real, big-pichire ways.
As Micah wrote, “he has fold you, O man, what he requires. ™

Jazon Eoom is Paster of Bridged? Church in Morganion, NC.
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Morganton Baptist Church

But God. .

Bv Pastor Dlan Churalla
Burke Coungy

Adost likely, you have had those coaversations that just
H —_ - seamad toe good fo be mee. You were reluctant o maly
/ _ e o g P accept all that was being said Why? Becanse you wers
'?&"E' u@ﬂ(-’:’fﬁ- '.?éﬂ: eid Efd*ffz‘d" looking for that mfamous shos to drop that is shown by
the word but, a word that mmly changes everything. That
: change may be for the barter, and it may be for the worse
HOMES = FARMS It sizmifies a changs of direction. Such is the case when
P - we e the words bt God in Scoriphure
LAKEFRONT « LOTS Jozeph exparienced a lifa -.'.*f-:]:r;g?:ngea. It sesrned as though for every single
AUCREAGE = COMMERCIAL step be took forward, ke took owo backwards. Abowt the time that things would
{ | sppear o improve, something el:e would take placs. For years, Jaseph faced
many challenges. yer ke vever allowed himself o zat birter over that which he
was experencing. Afrer his father passed, his brethren srew worned that be might
execuie revenga on them. Joseph explained i Genesis 50020, “Buar as for you, ye
thomghe evil agsinst me; but God meeant ituofo good, o bring o pass, as it is this
day, to save muach peopla alive.” Joseph maintained the perspecive that God was
alwavs in coamal We foo can ] ]
have this same perspecive
Cmoe of the most famons
b od phrases ooours o
Ephezizns 2. Panl explains to
EQUAL HOUSMD —— e the believers in Ephesns what
RPN ; & they were before salvation.
Verses 1-3 make it clear that the
nnsaved person iz spinmaily
dead in mespasses and sins and
choosas to conduact his life m
. arcordance with his own sinful
- ' 18 e desires. He is an object of God's
&ﬂ'll th “f 1 4" wrath; as such, he is 3 breath
.;_p : away from spending an eterminy withour Him. Bur all of that chapged in verse
hﬁ” "'3“ ar H;" RE: | g four as Pand witras, “Bur God, who is nich in mercy, for his great love wherewith
Yy ; he loved us .." Everything completelv chanzes when God steps on the sceps. A
I\' IH rlﬂn ’ }1 L g 3? 5- ||_._ l  person’s [ife is radically transformed the very morment hs places ki st in Christ
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Realior of the Year &z Savior. Mo longer the same, this person has 3 new lifs that desires holmwess and

surrender to Hun Whe gave us all
8 Z ? 38 3540 Thzrk God for the conmast when God steps on the scens!
Pastor Dan Quralle i3 pastor Merganifon Bapiist Church. Check s ourl on our
wwwn YhitsonRealiyv.com | denniswas WhitsonRealtycom walsite www morganrondbaprs i ner or find us on Facebook and TouTiibe.

0 Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stop’by our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure
to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has ¥
weather proot polywood turniture, customizable tire pits, and our ESCSaS _-r 1"
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and !
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal &
work. Du: address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777 AL ed -
828-765-6144
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PruittHealth Home Health

would like to thank you and
tug your family for the

a
]
|, @ opportunity to serve youl!
x Pru ltt We strive to provide the best
quality services for your home
health needs.

Avery County: Our services include:
(828) 733-1550

* skilled nursing
Mitchell County: * physical, occupational
(628) 688-3421 and speech therapies
* medical social work
* home health aides
Yancey County:
(828) 682-7825 We serve Avery, Mitchell,
Yancey and surrounding

counties.
Pruitthealth.com
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Restore. .Rc: new. Revitalize.
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With a ‘(‘fs].)iu? st\ ne .
at Mars Hill! (/%”7%

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Do you need reliet from  Whatisa Respite Stay?
= Shorterm retreat in our beautiful

household or caregiving — communty

gl BRI (nat i = A private, fumished apariment with
reSPONSIDIITIES —for younell or ey col aeion

someone you love? Respite at Mars Hill * Regular housekeeping & laundry service
Retirement Community is the perfect option. * Delidous and nulitionally bolanced meals

Mars Hill offers a myriad of activities and social * Help with bathing, dressing & medications

i : = Social opporiunities, activities & outi
opportunities, meals, and support & assistance PPe i
= A change-ol-pace for you and your loved

in a warm, safe community. one that means much needed renewal
FOR BOTH OF YOU

Contact us at 828.689.7970 to learn more about our Respite Stay
Winter Pricing—a complimentary week with a qualifying respite stay.

www.MarsHillRetire.com * 170 South Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754
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