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What |s Happening

By Doug Harrell

Where 13 our ::uu.utn headed this July 4th? Never in myy life time of almost 75 years have I seen and expenenced the tormoil we are
currently experiencing. Elected officials openly calling for open assault and harassment of members of the other political party, sports stars
and Hollywood stars urging violence against members of a political party they disagree with and so on. What is really the underlying situ-
ation that 15 taking pla::e here. It appears that we are already in a civil war but in this situation, it would be comnmumnity agamst commmmty,
hiberal versus conservative and so forth. The lines blur, but what is really at stake here for the Chnistian Compmmity. Due side, and it did
not used to be this way at all, appears to support and uphoeld tradiional Chnistian values and the other side appears to want to remove all
references to God and traditional moral values from society as we know 1t. It 15 a battle unhke any we have ever really expenienced here
the Umnited States.

In times past, our churches and religious meeting places were melting and nuxmg pots of what was a civil discourse on different 1deas
and government thoughts, today tlus 15 even dividing the Chnistian comnmumity mto those that beheve that abortion 15 wrong, homosexual
b&hav.'mr 15 & sin and same sex marriage 15 taboo. Some beheve that God 15 just a loving God with no 1ll will toward anyone and that heav-
en and hell are yust a figment of the magmation. The humanishic outlook on life has taken hold ke few of us would ever have imagined a
few years ago. Today classes are being taught in our schools that encourage premantal sex as a norm, Boy Scouts are now just Scouts and
condoms are evidently bemg handed out at many types of gathermgs where boys and girls mtermingle. If you are agamst this type of thing
or situation you are labeled a bigot, Naz or somethmg worse. The Bible says that wrong will become nght and nght will become wrong
and folks I am afraid that we are fast approachmg this point m our wonderful country. God's word has not changed over the years but we
Christians have sat idle and let the homamnist take over. We started with removing of prayer from our schools back in the early 60°s, then
we legahzed aborfion. Now we are trying to remove all references to the 10 Commandments and other references to the Judaea Christian
fralue:: that this country was founded on. Our Foundmg Fathers were well aware that our Republic could only stand if we honored those
values and without them we would not survive. Now we are trying to even remove references to our Foundmg Fathers because of their
beliefs!

As we go into this July 4th I pray that we will all get down on our knees and eamestly pray for our country and our leaders m the coming
days, weeks, months and years. We must stand firm in our convictions and confinue to honor and obey God’s word if we want this county
to contimue to stand strong and be the beacon of light and hope for all the world. We can love people and sqill not agree with them but pray
for a change and a IE‘i.-‘I‘l-'El that only God can provide. 2 Chromcles 7:14 If my people, whe are called by my name, shall humble themselves
and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive ﬂmr sin and will heal their land
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Church Directory
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e | i o Mo of T Couty hin sebost” Eve

& Lt ..._:i | % ::::ﬂ “':""u' plee wh'm"“h plby Servica T:00 PM
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e M Lt | nation and wodd (5o Jobn 17.21) And Jasus Christ is Lord|

i Morganton Faith Fellowship Church

= ‘ i Seventh-day Champ Ray R

BT B Adventist Church Micavile, NG 28755

i3 I £ o 2187 Jameatown Road {E?.H:I-I:TS-EI-H

N b Morganton, NC e

i § l T W BZB-584-8212 i
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X | fl Pastor: David Gillesple
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o o Bibla Study - 8:30 am ﬁ-l.l'l'lilﬂ'ﬁﬂl:ﬂ'lmm

# o Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Service - 10:45 am
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i e Wadnasday “Tha sisps of 5 good men e

3 Pralza, Prayer & Proclaim - ordared by tha Lond:
7.00 pm And ha dedighiath in his way”
www.morgantonsda.org Psaim 37:23
Altapass Baptist
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u
b ot 285 RSN 538 vy Baptist Church Baptist Church
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Worship -11:00sm homing Worship 11:00am Sunday Schoal: 9:45 a.m, wiww. burkemontbaptist.org
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. Tt el Gy e e s 11.00am -
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Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek fﬁ"ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church bl Baptist Church
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Pastor Barry ofney
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Li¥fe Cimup Tismasimy- Thumdiy ewsnings, T-00pn Wiorsh rvica 10: Sabbath (Saturday) .

Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Bible Study-10:00am Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
Rt My LR B Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Worship - 11:30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mmn ummmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
] et you i go Bfad b il —ivad el - mr Pmr-
i-tnmt-m;-mm "For God so loved the world, ha mﬁﬁm - T:00pm A Bible-bellaving Fellowship

ik iy ey gave his enly Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
8 P First Advent
' First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United

Et.ulﬁ.::t:lcn'tllun Spruce Pine Mﬁmﬂ  Church Christian Church
cath rch . 20 South MNE 28868

B95 Summit Strest 125 Tappan Sirest Spruce Pine, NC 28777 -8206

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 FHINRY T I T W, SprUcepineume. ong T T
—— spumc3ballsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
Phone (B28) T65-2224 sprucepinafbe.cam
. gpibe blogenol. com B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂ;l::r Javiar
Dr. Branch Pasior Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Sunday Mass 8:00 am !:l:'qw Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Faith Formation Sunday School - 10:00am Bunday Worship 11 200 AR
E 11:!!1!“! Wiod: Youth Maal 53098 -
6:00 pm Sehodl - 45 am %m A B
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- m:uﬂmﬂm“ ks Adult Bitds Stu BAOPM
- missinn of Spruce Chair 16PN
& Di0pm 'A‘m pm Epum:‘;-wmm Sat, Band Praciics 4:30P84
[ |
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Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Ris-u_, Turn and Walk

The following is adapted from a messaze Billy
Graham preached Sept 2, 1978, during his hiid-
Amenica Cmsade in Eansas City, Mo,

Jesus Chrizt had been going up and down the coun-
ity preaching. and He spoke with suthority, simplicity
and nrgency. The Bihle says, “The comman people
heard him gladhy ™ The rich and the poor alike came
io hear Him_ He spoke with great anthority, nolike the
other preachers of that day.

His fame had spread abroad becawse He had made
the blind to see, the deaf to bear and the lame to walk. He had fed 5,000 peopla
with five lnaves and rwo fishes. I wonder, if they had had television in those days,
what they wounld bave done with Fesns. How spectacular it would have been! How
it would have been written up in the newspapers and what great headlmes there
would have been.

Bur after a while, they would have been criicizmg Him for all kinds of thimgs.
Becanse people have abways criticized Jesus. There’s a hostlity toward Jesus

in the hearts of millions of people, for no other reason than that He was holy

and rightesns, snd we are so unhaly and so unrightecns. And when the light is
peneirating the darkness, the darkness does not like the Light Men love darkmess,
the Bible says, because their deeds are evil And Jesus is the Light of the world;
people don't want Him to come into their hearts and tear their lives spart, as Ha
does when He comves in. You have to change your way of living when Tesus Christ
Comes in.

Eansas City’s Femper Arena was the venne for eight days of dhe Mid-America
Cruszde before the final meeting st Foyals Stadium.

How Jesus had come to Jerusalem for this grear feast. If vou had been in Je-
rusalem st that tme and yon beard that Fesns was there, where would you have
looked for Him? Where would you think Fesus would be? Well, you'd Look for
Him in the temple, of course, with all the ralirions leaders. But that's not where
He went on this eccasion. He went to 3 sheep markes where thers was 3 pool
called Bethesda Sick people came fo this pool from all around. Fobn 5:4 says that
at a certain time an angel went dowm and “oonkled the water,™ and whoever was
the first to step into the water was healed.

Cmme man had been there for 38 long years, Iying thers. And Jesus saw all the
mizery. There's nuszery here, too. In every city and every suburb today, there’s
nusery. There's moral misery, there's spirimal misery, there's psychobogical mis-
ery and there’s physical misery. And the root cause of the world's problems is sin,
We'll never et o the root of our problems unl we get to the bear,

The Bible tells us the kinds of people who were at the pool.

First, the impotent, or sick, were there. There is such a thing a5 spirieal impo-
tency. They had the law, bot they did not havs the power to obey the Law. They
had the Ten Commandments, bt they couldn™t keep them . They had no porarer.
“In every city and every suburk today, there’s misery. There’s moral misery,
there's spiritual misery, there’s psychological misery and there's physical msery.
And the root canse of the world's problems is sin. We'll never get to the root of
our problems umtil we get to the heart. ™ —Billy Graham

The blind were there—people who couldn't see. Mawy people are spiritually
blind. You may have 20020 vision, but your spirtteal eyes are blind. The Bible
says, “The namral man receiveth not the things of the Spint of God™ (2 Corimihd-
ans 2:14). The Bible says, “The way of the wicked iz as dariness: they know not at
what they stumbie™ (Prowerbs 4:19%. The only person who can open your spirrtual
eyes is the Lord Jesus Christ.

And then the Bible says the lame were there (Jobn 5:3). We can be spirimalby
lame if our conscience is desd. Yon can go on connnitting the same sins gver snd
over till after a whike your heart gefs harder and harder, and barder and harder, =o
that when your conscience speaks, you can't hear i, Your conscience becomes
dead And what 3 termible thing it is to have a dead and seared conscience. If you
hear the Spirit of God even whisper to you tomight, you'd better receive Christ
while yom can.

And then the Bible says the withered, or paralyzed, were there. Our wills can
become paralyzed by sin—materialism and worldliness, hast, preed and the love
of money can take the place of God in our lives and paralyze our wills so that
when we really want to serve God, we don’t have the power to do it. Ouor will has
been paralyzed! That's why yon need to come like a3 liftle child and say, “Lord
Tesns, come into my heart.™

Mow this man at the pool of Bethecda had been waiting for 38 vears. He'd mied
everything else I don't Know why Jesus skipped all those other people and went
straight to this man bat I think it's because be was in the worst condition of any-
one there. For 38 vears be'd lain on that pallet and tried to get nbo the water frst.
And be failed every time. He must kave been 3 lonesome man, bacause probably
be had oo friends to help him Like some of these other people had.

Jesus went to hitn. And Tesus looks at you tonizht as He looked at that man—
He looks with tenderness and understanding and kindness and lowe. The Scrphare
says thar He loved this man. And that’s the way He's looking at yon
And then He asked an incredible question. He said, “Dho you want to be made
whole? (Cf. Tohn 5:8).

Here’s what Jesus was saying, “Do you really want to get nid of the sins and the
halbits that are destroying you, sod leading you to destruction?™

You can getf to the point that yon so love your sins and so love the things of this
world that you don’t really want to get nid of them You don’t want Christ to come
in znd change your life. And so0, Jesus said “Dio you really want to be healed? Dio
you want to be whole™ The man answered and said, “Yes, I want to be whole.™
And that's all you have to do tonight. Tust say, “Yes, I want o be whole.”

Wow there are three important things I want vou to notice that happened.

B

Frrst, you mmst hawve faith. Jesns said, “Fise™ (John 5:8). The man had imied o
dio thar thonsands of tmes and failed. Mow Jesus, the Son of the living God. is
saying to him, “Cetup! Rise!” And by faith in the Word of the Lord Jesus Christ,
he zot up! Tondght youor sins can be forgiven. “But a5 many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name” (John 1:12).

The second thing is thers nust be no leoking back, no provision for a relapss.
Dhom’t pat vour hand o the plow and look back. Jesus szid, “Rise, fake up your
Bad, take up that old dirty paller that you ve been on and fake it with you " (CL.
Tohn 5:E).
the bewilderment of the crowrd! They had seen this man year afier yvear, and now
he's up and he's walking, and be’s sttong. Jesus said, Tom your back oo that Sldy
mat! That's repentance. Fizse and follow Christ

Third, there has to be the acceptance of responsibility. Jesus said, “Walk™ (John
5:8). Walk a new road, walk the nammow read with Christ, walk i discipleship.
Ome of the zreatest needs we have is discipleship. We need o smdy the Word of
God and we need to pray, and we need to walk with Chrest in discipleship. He’s
callimg disciples.

MNow I want you to Hsten to this very, very carefully. Tesus saw this same man
later in the temple and szid, “5Sin mo more™ (Joho 5:14).

And then Jesus added, “Lest a worse thing come wpon Jou ™ (Cf Jobhn 5:14). In
other words, there is something worse—something worse than bying for 38 years
on a maf. He was falking about hell He was talking about the jedgment.

Yes, Jesus fobd this man to do soomething. He told him to rise, take up his pallet
and walk.

I'm moing to ask you o do the same thing. I"m zoing to ask you o nse and
receive Christ as your Lord and Savior. You may be a pood person who zoes to
church every Sundsy, or you may nof be 3 good person at all. I'm asking you to
COMme.

Yom =ay, “What do I have to do™ Yon have to be willmg to repent of your sins.
That means o changs your mind, to change your beart, to change your attimde. It
means that mstead of loving yourself first, you love God frst. It means that yon
comme to the cross and acknowledge that you have simmed and ask Christ to forgive
you of your sins. It means that by simple childbike faith yon tum and receive
Christ info your heant. You sav, “T will serve Him, [ will follow Him, I will walk
with Him, I will let Him have His way in my lifa.™

And you accept Him not only as Savior, but you accept Him as Lord. He's to
be Lord of your Life from now on. Bom vour bridzes behind ywou. It's Christ, and
Christ alone, from tomight on. 21078 BGEA

Scripture gquotstions are taken from The Holy Bible, Eing James Version.
Come to Jesus today

Come In and Celebrate the
éth of July with usl
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Ass:

The Light Shines in the Darkness
By Franklin Graham

The darkness is spreadimg—rapidly.

Every day, it seems like vet another menacing cloud
has spread its dark shadow across the land.

The relentless reporting of widespread secnzal harass-
ment has dominated the news cycle for months. Televi-
sion hosts, conpressmen, Holhwood elites, journalists
and busimvessmen have all confessed to grievons acts of
senmal harassment The repercnssions havs been enormons, 85 women across the
coumtry have accused emplovers and co-workers of inappropriate behavior.

And that’s just the tp of the icebarg.

Cmline pomography wse is at an all-time kigh, Gay and transgender charac-
feIs are now A common sight on television, even in programs for small children,
Atheists are hell-bent oo eradicating any mention of God in town halls, schools
and sporting events. Dmg addiction, especially to new opioid pau&u.iier.—:, isan
Eplﬂlmnc in meamy parts of the country, particularty in nural areas with high job-

Hﬁsshnnungsmmhnguam oocurence, and they happen in once-sacred
places like churches and historically safe spaces like schools and public venues.
The weapons of termorists are no longer just homemade bombs bot also cars and
mmacks, which can mn down citizens in broad daylizht on busy city thoroughfares

Abroad the darkness s just as widespraad.

Christizns across the MMiddle East suffer intense persecution from Islarmic ter-
roTists and oppressive governments. In 5o mamy pams of the world, it's never been
2 more dangercus time to be & follower of the Lord Jesns Christ

Some think we are on the verge of maclear war as Morth Korea contiomaes to
ratchet up the very real threat of an atomic comflict that conld have catastrophic
consequences fior the entire world The thought of multiple puclear weapons being
launched from countmies like Morth Korea and Iran (which the MNomth Koreans sup-
phy with arms) and reciprocal military responses is frightening indeed.

The Bible is clear that moral and spirimal darkmess hes always been the case for
& world that rejects and refuses to acknowledze God. Describing a godiess culure
that kates God, the Apastie Paul said thar “rhay became fitile in their thinking,
amd their foolish hearts were darfened ' (Flomans 1:21).

Morsl darkness invariably leads to unruly, disobedient living that defies God's
commandments and princples, setting the stage for lifestyles and behavior that
evenmally reap destructive Cconsequences.

What I believe is happening today that I certainly haven't seen in my lifetime is
the mcredibly swift spread of darkmess across virually every sector of our culiure,
here at boane and in practcally every regicn of the globe.

The fadeo-Christian worldview that once was predomminant has seen seripus
erosipn. The forces of evil are working on every front o undermine and desmoy

the foundations of 2 morally healthy society—respact for anthority, the sacrednssy
of the marriags nnion betwesn a man and a woman, the sanctity of life for the
umborn, and our freedom to take 3 stand for valnes that we know are right.

The Bikble is clear that such moral chaos comes because people reject the Gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Amd this iz the judgmant. the lght has come inte the world, and the peaple
loved the darkness rather than the ligft becauze their works were evil. For avary-
one whe does wicked things hates the light and dees nor come fo the light™ (John
3:18-20

Iemiﬂehgh:nflh&wﬂ.hﬁnﬂﬁmismﬁghuﬂuﬂm[ﬂ:ﬁn.ﬁm
who walk in darkness are those who don't koo the Savior of the World, the
Awthor of Light

For those of us who have repented of our sins and placed onr £aith m oar Lord
and Savior, “He haz delnverad s from the domain gf darlness and trangferred us
fo the Hingdom gf his beloved Son™ (Colossians 1:13).

Paul put it this way as he described the Lord's commandment to him in his
preaching: “Tam sending you fo open their gyves, o thad they may turn from dark-
nezs fo gkt and from the power gf Satfan fo God ™ (Acts 26:17-18).

Hell itself is not cnly the absence of light, bt it is complete, utter, total dark-
pess. The Scroprures call it “owter darkness, ™ a place that is reserved exchusively
for the devil, fallen angels and unrepentant man.

But the Lizht that is from above, the Light of the World, will be the single
sonoce of all light in the new Heswven and the newr earth. “dnd night will e no
morg. Thay will need no light of lomp or sum, for the Lord God will be their light ™
(Fevelation 22:5).

And we know that however great and wide the spread of darkness over the
world may be, it can never extinguish the True Light. “The Feft shings v the
dariness, and the darkness kas not overcomse it (John 1.5).

While I can—for as long as I can—as God gives me stoength I will proclaim
Jesus Christ 3= the way, the tmuth and the life {Fobn 14:6). In the coming year, I
will be proclasiming that Gospel m 18 cites slong the West Cioast of the U5 as
well a5 in Pormgzal, England, Armenia and Mexico.

It's our responsibility as believers fo let our light shine before men, and o
honor and glorify God by our good works and godly life, regardless of how evil
the culture has become. The Bible calls us to be “blameless and innocent. children
of God withont blemish in the midst of 2 crooked and twisted Feneration, among
whom yon shine s lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15). ©2017 BGEA
Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.

Is Jasus Christ the light of your life?

Ravergnd Frankiin Graham is Prezident and CEQ af the Billy Grafam Evan-
Ealistic Association and of Samaritan & Purse, an imfernational Chrisian religlh

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Care Ins.

*» VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Ragan Park

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Karen McDowell @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

\\\l/ ‘.
Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
* Call us for Reservation Program

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295
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Christian Action League

‘Reclaiming Jesus, Deceitful
and Disparaging of Patriotism
By Rev. Mark Creach

Beclamming Tesus is a document sizned by some
leading prosressive evanpelicals which s Jim Wallis,
founder and President of Sojourners, claims are meant
“to change the narratve about both politics and faith.”
Bichop Michsel Curry, who delivered 3 sermomn for the
mapdials of Prince Hamy and Meghan harkle. is one
of its most popular backess.

Curry told the Mizmi Herald “Maybe, the Spirit is belping us to reclzim Chris-
fianity, not as ideplozy, mot as anybody's political party — Fesns can't be bought
—but to re-center Chnistianity and to hawve it named and beard as grounded in the
reachings of Jesus who said, “Blessed are the poor, hlﬁsadareﬂmpummspuu
the Tesns who taught us, ‘Love God and love your neighbor ™

However, Curry, as well as his other liberal cohorts, spesk. as a former chaplain
mmeQmmminf ‘amn@hnm]umamﬂmﬁpﬂm

Afeer carefnlly reading the Reclaiming Tesns staternent. T am stoock with bowr
sesmingly swest it sounds, bt it°s only saccharine swest. It's appealing to the
nndiscerning, but it"s really just 3 white-washed tomb full of dead men’s bones.
It's merely socialism with a relizious veneer. Though it claims to be non-political
non-partisan, it"s actually an effort to start 3 movement sway from President
Trump, away from conservaiive public policies, and away from theologically
conservative evangelicalism It is, in fact, the same liberal theplegical nnsh that
has been smntng the growth of, spliting, and destroying mainline churches for
several decades.

Dr Robert Feffreas. senior pastor of First Bap-
fist Chuoch, Diallas, told Oneldewskow that its
signers make Farl Mary look like 3 conservative,
“I think a5 you lift the veil what this really is is
one more stetnpt by the Mever-Trump Christians
io iy o dinunish or take away the very positive
things that are going on.™
Christian apologist Alex MMcFarland fanlkeed the
statement’s implication that Scripmre demands
open borders.

MicFarland told OneMNeastow, “I pray that
people will mot be misled by the relizions lingo
sprinkled throughout this document and by the
either accidentally or imtentionally crafted logi-
cal fallacies that permeate this very unsetling
tome called Reclaming Tasus ™

McFarland nightly argues the statement is a
“misstatement of the Gospel ™
IWB&M@WW&MM&&MMHMN
tend that the “America First™ philosophy is a “theclogical heresy for followers of
Christ.” Statement Six, i ooy estimation, is an assailt on paimetsm — something
that belittles and dizparages it as a religions duty.

Grod forkid!

Benjamin Ensh one of our nation’s founding fathers who atended the Con-
fmenial Conpress, sipned the Declaration of Independence, and ssrved as the
Surgeon General of the Confinental Army, said-

“"Patriotizm i a5 much a virfue as justice and s as necessary for the suppore
of societier as natural gifection i for the suppor? of fonilies. The Amor Pafriae
[love gf one & couniry] iz both a moral and a religiows duty. It comprehands not
only the love gf our naiphbors but gf millions of our fellow creaiures, not only af
fhe prezant bt gf future generations. This virtue wa find constitutes a part of the
Jirst characters m kistory. The hely men gfeld, In proportion as thay pessessed
a reiigion ware endowed with a public spirirt. What did nor Moses forzake and
suffer for his counmrymen! What shining examples of Pamiofism do we behold in
Joshua, Samuel, Maccabeus, and all the ilfustrious princes, capiains and prophets
amongst the Jews! Samr Pawl almost wishes kimsell accursed for hiz coundry-
mgn and insman giter the flesh. Even our Savior himself gives a sanciton to this
virtue. He corfined hiz miracies and pospel af first fo hiz own country. ™

Many of the clergy who sizned the Feclaiming JTesus statement are sincers,
except they sre sincerely wrong! Fode wrote of such relizious leaders, refermng
to them as “‘clounds withowt water, camied along by the wind; fuitless Tees in
autumn fwice dead after being nprooted”™ (v. 12).

The late Dr. Lomaine Boettner, the well-known Presbytenan theologian,
teacher, and author has written, “Troe religion and tmae patmiotizm have abways
zone hand in hand, while unbelief doube, and liberalism have mwarably been
accompanied by socialismo, Comonanism, radicalism and other enemies of free
Zovermment.™

Boetmer further describes many of these preachers as baving “abandoned the
Gospel of salvation for the Social Gospel and the Bible for the wntings of *Saint
Ear] Marx ™ They are religious leaders, he says, who “wave the red flag in fimes
of peacs and the white flap in times of war.”

Reclamming Tesus is the antithesis of the efforts to reclaim America for Christ
Withowt realizing it or intending i+, Reclamming Fesus acmally works kand in kand
with the nefarious forces determined to destoroy us fom within and withowt. Dioas
not the Bible say, “the children gf this worid are in thar generaiion wizser than the
children qf light 7 (Luke 16:8 )

We should flee from these leaders.

Raverend Dy Mark Creech &t Executhve Director gf the NC Chriztian dction
League. Tou may contact him ar revmarkcrecchgchrizfanacfonleague. org or
RIB-FRF-060G
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High Country Prison Ministry

Missed Opportunity
By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mirchall Counties

Jfary man will come qiter me, et him devy himzelf and
fafee up his crozs daly and follow me. (Luke 8:23, ETV)
It was right there in front of me. Mo ope paying sy
sort of attention could have possibly missed it .. But
I did. I missed it and when I did, one of life’s most
fragic circumstances resnlted from it T failed to take
advantaze of the opportunity to 2ot and the oppormnity
simply passed by without even so nmch 2= a care. This
particular day the reslity of the mizsed oppornmity hit
me squarely in the heart

And it got me to thinking sbout how many other opporimites to experience the
incredible blessing of serving others had come and gone without me ever know-
mg. Maybe it"s becanse there were sp many things seemingly demanding oy
constant atention of maybe I was just 50 self~conmumed that T conldn’t realize the
oppormmnity to join in God's Work if it had hit me directly in the face! Whatever
the reason for my blindness, the result was the same. And the regret was over-
whalming

That's why I contimie to write showt the amazing day that is comimg o AMCT
thiz month! I don't want YOU to miss the opportunity to be a part of the One
Dy with God Camp on Faly 28! It's not too late (almest, ut not guite, so do this
QUICELY!) to confact
Forgiven Ministry at
forgivermministiry.org
or call them toll free &t
1-4{864) 584-7534 (and
iell them that you want
io be there to help Linte
children who are cut
off from their fathers
dine to his incarcera-
fion spend an entirs
day laughing, playing,

.."n-nmewnuld argmﬂmtheduﬁntm'emth:gﬂsmcehemmpﬂsm
But I submit that the immate parent is not the only one being punished and that
in many cases the absence of their Diaddy is kardest on the children. The men are
raught beforehand bow to marimize the dme they will spend with their children
attention

And volonteers are frained in advance as well. _so oo worries if yon don’t knear
what to do! There will be many ways you can halp.

So, to pass by the opportumity to belp make this day possible, either through a
fnancial confribution or through serving as a volunteer at the event itselfis o
rob YOURSELF of one of the greatest opporiunities that you will ever have the
privilege to share! Please prayerfully consider it, but more importantly PLEASE
don't let the opportanity pass you by, . I know personally the regret vou will feel
God Bless you for giving, for volunteening, for PEAYTNG for these men, their
children, Forgiven Ministry, and for me as [ am 5o bumbly bonored o represent
the Presence of Christ JTesus in this place. Ii's gomg o be AMAFING!

Trost me yon will be glad you didn't let this pass by voua!
Jady Griffin & pastor gf Central Baptist Church in Soruce Ping and Comemunity
Funded Chapiim at Avery-Mitchell Cormectional Tnstifuiion.

PAPPY 'S

* Full Service Gun Smithin’
* Dutch ovens

* Survival foods & more

* Essential oils

* Dutdoor cooking systems

56 Stardust Ed. Suite 9 « Burnsville, NC 28714

(§28) 536-5250 « pappy@baciwoods-Tivin.com

Kindness
By The Jeremizh Project

“Far God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
balieves in kim shall not perizh but have efernal ife.” [Tobn 3:16]
“Chucly the Ducky™

All the pretty ducklings were so excited abount the big beauty pageant that was
goinz to be held down by the lake Oh how they preened their feathers and mied
on different flowers and new ways to waddle that they thousht would give them
the edge to win the contest.

They quacked nonstop each evening before the competition sbout which one
was the pretiest duckling of them all and often fmmes they fouzht and got their
feelings ot and had to go pout becauss each thought he was the prettiest and
each one worried that he or she wasn't.

It seemeed like every duck in the colomy conld only think of the pageant and get-
tng ready. Every duck except for Chucky, Chmcky didn’t care about being besuti-
ful or beingz admited. His favorite thing to do was have friends over and getting o
know them and sharing Jesus with them The other ducks just didn’t undsrstand
Chncky at all. He associated with the most unacceptable tvpes. Chucky enjoyed
hawvimg the frops, the turtdes, even the fisld mice to his home. To the other dignd-
fied ducks, it was out of the question to associate with such uwworthiny beasts who
were clearly not as advanced and sophisticated nmch less as pretty as the ducks.
“Chucky, why don't you pretty yourself up? [ bet with some preening and soms
preifty fiowers, you could be able to compete in the beauty pageant oo Saturday.™
His friend Gracie Gander said to him.

“That's not important Gracie.™ He answered her. But Fridsy night I am having a
small dinner party. Why don't you come? Foger Fuodent will e here with his fam-
ity a5 well as Terry Tartle and his girlfriend Teresa. We are going to play twister Tt
will be fim.™

“0h Chacky, there is no way I could socialize with THOSE species.” Gracie
szid proudly, and she stmtted out of Chucky’s home prondhy.

The day of the pageant was 30 exciting. Dncks scwrried about in nervows excite-
ment abput the chance to win the big prize, although there really was no prize
Finally, the time came. Chucky and his guesis waiched from a distant hill as they
sipped their tea and ate their cookies. The Ducks mized and mingled in 3 sroup
waiting for the pageant to start, soopetimes pushing and biting each other m fras-
iration and jealousy.

“FLY!" came the sudden command. Snddenly, catasmophe struck. From the tall
Erass, the buonan hunters stood up and beran to shoot their gpums. The duck colony
was caught totally by surprise. An alert duckling spotted the luanters just before
they stmck and sounded the alarm. Instine sef in and the colony lifted into the air
fiving every direction so a5 nof to be pood targets and fliew M 3 panic away fom
the lake The nfles rang their shots out in a riot of explosions that sounded like the
world was ending. But no duck was killed. The bunvters wers mad and ook their
equipmesnt and moved oo to anoter sits to shoot duacks.

Chncky excused himself from his goests who imderstood his coacern. Cuickly
he waddled to the standard retreat spot where his fellow ducks would gather afier
suwch an attack He got there before most of the frightened colony bat when he did,
he foumd something very
upsetting. Gracie was hurt
badly. Chucky went to her
and comforted her “Why
me Clacky™ She coed,
and he plocked his owm
feathers to pad the places
whera she was hart for
warmth  Soon the whiole
colony ammived, and they
were all womied and opset
bat they would not come
near Gracie.

n'.cm].e mm_li-
Chacky pleaded with then.
“5he is burt. She needs all of our belp.™

“0h no.” the other ducks aid proudly. “We could never soil ourselves with her
now. What if some of the dirt and blood got on our feathers? Mo, no, Chucky: Fost
leave her We cannot afford to be soiled like thet " And slowly the colony slipped
sway. But Chocky didn't care abont beimg dirty or getting her blood on kim . He
just knewar he had to save his dear friend.

“T kave to get her 1o my house where T can help ber heal ™ He quacked to him-
salf.

“Te will help.” Came the squeaky voice fom the edze of the clearing. There
stood his many friends that the other ducks wonld not associzte with. The frogs,
the tartles, the fisld mice, the rodents, the snakes all showed np. Chucky was
always there for them, now they were here for him They gathered arumd Gracie
and helped wansport ber to Chucky's home where she began to heal

“Chucky, I feel =0 ashamved I was bad to your friends ™ Gracie said a few days
later as she was getting better. “Why do you think they belped yon save me™ She
wondersd.

“Bacase that is what JTesws wonld do.” Chucky responded bringing her some
mare soup. “We are made in God’s image and God sent his son to save us and
nathing would stop him from doing that. So, the least we can do is reach ouf o
2 friend to shor ber the same love.™ he szid. Gracie was so gratefol and wanted
to leam more sbowt Fesns and Chocky’s good friends. Wever agaim did she wormy
about being beswtiful or prond as she was before the pageant Mow she just
wanted to be more like Tesus, just like yon and I want to be.

Thergfome, az God & chosen peaple, holy and dearly loved, clothe yoursahas
with compazsion, bindners, humiliny gentlenass and patience. [Colossians 3:12]

www. bremews . com
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Dioug Harmell

After spending the past six or seven months dealing with
a diagnosis of leukemia and throwing a heart artack oo top
of the mix, I am learming anew that we have no control of
most things that happen to ws. God i maly in control of
ey events that shape oar lives and we need to roll with
the punches. This is especially toe with kealth ismnes as we
aze and become enrclled m the Golden Years Bunch. Exven
thoush we have no control of the deck of cards we are dealt, we certainly do have
conitel of the way we play the cards. We can belly ache and moan, complaining
all along the way, or we can face the days with a smile on our face and the deter-
mination to do the best we possible can each and every day that we are formunate
enonzh to awake to the sunkight

I recently attended the fumeral of a dear friend and college roommats and it
made me even more conscious of how short our lives here on this earth really
are. The Bible tells us thar we are 3 fading feoarer, withering srass. just a passing
wapor, and those things sre froe. In nry mid-seventies, I certainly nnderstand that
there are many more vears in the pact than there are in the fiomare, This can de-
press us, or it can give us wisdom to move foraard and share the ree meaning of
life more deeply with those we come In contact with on a daily basis. Hopsfally
we £an be more gepuine in our love for each other and be ever more willing to be
a positive influence on cur family, friends and fellow workers.

Baing willing to spend time each day in guiet reflection with the Lord"s word
is 50 important to me, especially with all the homoil that is taking place in todays
political and governmental arena. The gquickness of vile aftacks against any and
all is portrayed by the Bible as it talks about the
days that we will face as Christians, but it hars
to see the ape old traditions fade away. I, as
meany others, nse social media to keep ap with
friends and comnnmicats with famiky, bt it
lessens the need to actually spend fare time writh
each other. Family revmions and decoration days
that nsed to bring everyone together to visit and
renew Telationships have diminiched to the point
of almost pon existence anymore. The old tGmey
days of dinner on the grounds and doing those
things mow have changed to nstant facetime
comrmmication on the smartphone  That is mot
2 bad thing. bar the homan toech is just not the
same 35 geiting a real hello and geonine ag.

As we celebrate Tuly 4th hopefolly there
will be oppormumity to have fiun smd fellom=hip - .
with family and friends in a delightfinl way that is personal for each of us. Also
tike ome to give thanks for this zreat naton and what it stands for. We have our
faults, tut having mavelad around the world oo several occasions, there is stall no
place in the world like the United States of America. Coafimae to pray for all of
our leaders, pray for God’s guidance in each of their lves, pray for their safety in
this world of animesity, pray for civility in the lives of each of them and in our
Lives. God Bless the TSAN

Doug Harreil is a iife-long resident gf Mitckell County, Ohiner gf Harrell Hill
Farmz, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Baprizt Church and Pubiizher of the Blue
Ridge Chriztian News.
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Heope & Help from
Addictfion Through Chrisf

Importance of Prison Work
By Willie DuBloise
McDowell Coungy

We wold like to share with von the Irpor-
tance of prison ministry wootk. This is 3 letter we
received at Blue Ridrs Christian Mews from an
inmate at the Marion facility. He is high-light-
ing ome of our writer pastors from RMcDioarell
Counify. It definitely points out the need for help
in brngmg Fesus to the prison system.

Im your May 2018 Blee Ridze Christian Mews
Edition, on page 9 vou had “Inspining Word™.
Prayers of the Saints, brv Pastor Terry Cheek of 3
Calrm]rﬂap‘hstﬂhmchmMﬂmn,NC ﬂﬁentmﬁﬂulncaid:mrchpasw:m‘r
recopnired like some of the TV and radio evangelicts or those with world- wide
ministriss. Wit the local pastor fights a battle apainst the same relentless enemy
&t what I call close quartsrs. He's not only waging war in the charch congress-
tion bt in the comuoumity as well. Pastor Cheeks' war extends imto the prison at
Marion Correctional Inst., where he works in the elecironics depariment and he is
in confact with many prisoners daily all day who are believers and non-believers.
Vet I ses him treat them with respect always and I personally and others give him
the nmost tespect. T call him Pastor Cheeks every day and every time. I see him
and that’s 3 lof of tmes in the week, but I want him to know he is apprecizted and
recopnized as a men of God. He has been a Pastor when I npeeded one, but he has
been simply 3 friend as well. Alsp, e is a pood listener; never judges me or looks
down on me bt always enconrages me to contirme oy journey in the Tord. 1
zzid that, to say this, being sentenced to 54 vears not seeing children famaly mem-
ber loved ones who die— it can be discouragine and bring yvoo to despair and to
give up all hope. But Pastor Cheeks keeps me encouraged and like the enprzizsr
bunny T'm stll going and going and gomg. 1 asked him to have his congregation
pray for my family, e did, and they did, and God answered their prayers. Iwish I
conld share with them (al §:7-0 that =ays
7 Be not decenwd; God s not mocked: for whatzonaer a man soweth, that thail he
aizo reap.

& For ha that soweth fo his flash shall of the flesh reap corruption,; but he thar
sonweth fo the Spirit shall of the Spivit reap ljfe everlazting,

0 And let uz mot be weary in wall doing: for i due reason we shall reap, ifwe
Jint mof. Eing James Version {ETV)

Pastor Cheeks sows info my life always and he las
brought his conpresation o that sewing so that they
may reap of the Spirit. S0, I'm asking awpone who reads
this to sow nto the lives of prisoners everywhers

Wistt 25:36, 40 Naked and you clothed me, Jwas sick,
and ya vistied me; Ivas in prison and ye came unto me
And the Eimg shail anneer and saqy unto them, varily I
sy umdo you, Inas mch as ye have done It wifo one gf
rhe least gf theze my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

To Pastor Cheek and his congregation. to all the local
Pastors: Be encouraged and stay connecied. YOU ARE
APPRECIATED.

Prisoner In Christ
Willie DuBaoise

www. bremews. com
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Lana's Lines

The Commercialization of Holidays
By Lana Ellis
Eingzport, T

O July 4, 1776, following the Revohrionary War,
the sizning of the Declaration of Independence declarad
freedom from Grest Britain for the Thireen American
Ciplonies. The first apmiversary in 1777 was celebrated in
Bristol, Bhode Island with thirteen gumshots fired once in

morning and araim in the evening. Philadelphia celebrated

with a dimmer for the Continentsl Congress which also

inchuded thirteen pum salutes. The Fourth of Fuly m America is truly a great day.
It"s a day to celebrate with parades, back vard BBQ) s, late night fireworks and by
all mesns sales st the mall!

Looking further back in the history of our great nation, after having survived an
exremely harsh winter in 1621 Governor William Bradford proclaimed a day of
thanksgiving in the Plhymouth Colony. The summer and fall gardens had produced
boumtiful crops that gave them assurance of food for the coming winter. It was
celebrated with a harvest fieast. Today Thanksgiving Dray is not only celebrated
bTEHMEMDnmchandwﬂLhmgfmﬂnﬂnaJsuhshemmaﬂmppmgdﬂfm
Friday after Thanksmiving aka Black Friday : :
has been aroumd for seversl vears but lately - T
Ay storss have been opening on Thanksmiv-
ing Diay to met 3 head start on non-other than
the commercialization of Christmas!

Memorial Day - a day to remember.
“Femember what?™ I asked The answer was
right in front of me — on the TV screen. The
Memeorial Day sales ad — reminding me to
buy matitesses, ranges, refrigerators and
more TWs! Cmline sales ads popped up on —
my compuier as well Mgﬁmgdmmmgﬁemw Cne
conld get 20% off usimg the code "MEMOPRTATL" at Saks. Meed a matiress amd
two excira pillows? Enter the code “MMemorial§0™ at BightSleep com and get every
bit of £50 off your purchase! According to Eiplinger com — “MMemorial Day is the
first of the major holiday shopping weskends to acour during the warm-weather
months. Shoppers whe plan to take advantage of Memorial Diay sales will want
to make sure they've signed up for deal alerts from their faverite retailers so they
don't miss out on coveted ftems.”

When a holidsy is sppreaching retail sake ads have becoms the expected in
todsy’s comsumer age. [ have no problem with the United States capitalistic econ-
oney but I do kave a problem with our
natonal helidays becoming intertwined
with retail sales. My fear is that the
meaning of the holiday is so often owver
shadowed by commercializm. bemo-
rial Day began after the Civil War with
the decorating of the graves of fallsn
soldiers. Orver the years more graves
fior soldiers have been doz and people
who know the real meaning of Memori-
al Diay have contimied to place flags on graves not ooly at Arlingion Cemetary bt
throughout American’s community cemeteries. My rant began this past hemo-
rial Day and it conmoues as we celebrate fuly 4th, Amenica’s Independence Diay.
Freedom to hawve picmics, watch freworks, enjoy sports and ves, even go shopping
BUT let us not forget those wio have given their lives in order that we may do so.
Freedom iz Mot Frea

Lana Ellis rezides in Kingspor? TN, next door fo grandchildren. Church iz Wast
Colfonial Hills tist Chumch.

1136 Greenwood Road 2301 Rutherford
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phone: B28.766.4400 phone: 8286528777
fax: B28.765.4880 fax; B28.652.6755

Burke County Chamber of Commerce
Chamber Announces New President & CEQ
Burke County

The Burke County Chamber of Conumerce is pleased to announce that Tonga F.
Stephenson, CCE, IO has been selected as the Chamber's new President & CEQ.
On Jane 7, 2018, the Chamber's Board of Directors voted unanimaonsly to ap-

prove Stephenson for the positon afier a search committes that reported to the
Exemtve Comumittes condurted mm exfensive natiommaide search. The Chamber
partmered with Anicsa Stames of Swinghridee Consalting. LLC out of Charlotte,
Morth Caroling to prowide oversight for the executive ssarch. The ssanch conumittes
recaived over seventy resumes from candidates across the United States that were
imferested in the positon.

Stephenson will bemin work officially on Joly @, 2018, She and her bmsband,
Dravid Comelison, will be relocating to Burke County from Laurinburg, 1.C.

"I am exfremely honored to join the Burke Coumty Chamber of Commerce " said
Stephenson. “The Chamber's work is vital to the asiness commuonity and T keok for-
ward to working with the Chamber's board, voluntesrs, staff snd grester commmamity
1o grow the organizstion and o promote the inferest and ensure the Hvelibopd of
locsl businesses. Wy hushand and T are thrilled to be relocating to such a beawtifl
zres and look forward to meking it our home "

In the past Stephenzon served = the President'CEQ of the Lanrinbare/Scotdand
Conmity Arsa Chamber and Exerutive Director of the Salvation Amay Boys & Girls
Club of Hizh Point. 5he also served as Vice President for eleven years with the High
Point Area Chamber. Stephenson earmed her Certified Chamber Executive (CCE)
desiznation m 2014, The designation is an intemationally-recosnized certification
for chamber professionals managed by the
Aczpciation of Chamber of Commerce
Execnnves crganization. She is one of only
5060 certified chamber executives tat has
eamed the desiznanon by passing an exam
based on knowledse of the four chamber
manaFement sreas - Manspement Planming:
and Devalppment. Bembersbip and Com-
munications, and Operstions.

; Sbeis 2 2013 graduate of the Villanova

4| Azement program, 3 four-year program de-
"B ment professionals sponsored by the 7.5,
Chamber of Commerce. She is also a 1994
i, e graduate of High Point University where she
- R T earned 3 degres with fiull honers.

Tomia F. Stephenzon Dhurinz her teamre as Presidens'CEQ of
the LanrinbureScotland Connty Ares Chamber she was responsible for a member-
ship of 350 memwhers, four-staff members and towenty-one board members. The
Chamiber experienced exponential srowth under her leadership. Stephenson brings
an upbeat arimde snd a passion for local basiness and chambers of commerce to
Burke County.

"We had many soong candidates from across the conniry and Tomia was the
idesl choice because she brings a wealth of chamber experience in management
and operations,” said Atdous Smopson, Chair of the Chamber's Search Commdttes.
“With her exceptional backgroumd and experience &5 a chamber professional ) she is
uniquely positioned o represent every stakeholder in our tusiness commpunity and
under her leadership, we are confident the Chamber will confivne o zrow business
amd build comommity here in Burke Coungy: "

Eathy Bailey, 2018 Clhair of the Chumber, echoed this confidence.

"We are plessed to weloome Tonia to onr cormmunity and feel that her leadership
md proven wrack record will complement the Chamber and keep the crgamization on
2 path of success for the future,™ she said.

Pastor
Roan Mountain Missionary
Baptist Churchin
Bakersville NCis prayerfully
seeking a full-time pastor.
Seminary degree and a
minimum of 5 years of
experience in pastoral
ministry in a Southern
Baptist Church are required.
Please send resumes
to the following address:
37 Sandy Branch Rd.
Bakersville NC 28705
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's Meditations

Chain Ezaction

By Marlens Houk
Burke Couny

Afier hours of precize setup, dozens of smdents held
their braath s the third-grader liffed a small cylinder,
sparking 3 chaim reacton that cansed zames boards to
fall, balls to roll, and catapults to swing intoe acton The
marble clicked nfo place, cansing the bright yellow
ping-pong ball to mwoll down the pipe, dislodzing the
gZame cards and eventuslly toppling thousands of domi-
noes a5 the crowd cheered

Chain reactions mesmerize 1s with their precision, creativity, and pare enjoy-
ment, and they are oddly satisfying. Elaborate actions begin by the tinest of
achivities as miniscnle slabs topple the next domino or swing a bucket to cause
chiaos in suhssquent steps, We enjoy the results, totally umaware of the interplay of
mathemarics, force amplifications, mmd physics.

Chain reactions ocooar i the lives of Christians also. God orchestrates the paths
of our lives in infricate and perfectly timed sequences which begin with a small
20N On DU PArtS dlatma]rbﬂbnnmhgguﬂmmmﬂm:canse h!ﬁsmgsfnr

ing & post by one of her
college pals on Facebook.
She talked albont bow
the pastor mentioned in
the post had hlessed and
frained her in counseling.
That pastor and I kad at-
tended the same Christizm

from ooy college days. As
she thumbed through the
black smd white glossy
pages, she noticed the
nmch younger-looking
pictres of several profes-
sors that had also tanght
when she sttended. Buch
like the carefnl placing of
thouzands of dominoes m
preparation to enjoy the
chain reactien, God had
meticulonsly placed those
professors to creste &
chain reacion of blessings
in both our Lives by their
farthful focus on God's
plan for them

Pzalm T8:6-T says, “That
the senaration 1o come
might know fhem, aven
the children which showld be borm, who shonld arise and declare them fo their
children: That thay might set their hope in God, and no? forget the works gf God,
bt beep his commandneaniz. ™

As we follow the Lord Tesas Christ daily, we infinence those in our spheres.
But, beyond that, we produce chain reactions as those people infinence others
toward the Lord. Recently, 3 neighbor told me that I had taught ber how to make
soap 20 years ago, and she was sull making it. She now has children and can
teach her skill fo them.

In a spirrieal sense. we need to realize that God carefully ceates dominoe chain
reactions inm gur lives, crossing our paths with others in perfect iming to glorify
him and bring pleasure to us. And then we can pass along that trainime, advica,
and wisdom to those in our world, creating spiritual chain reactions that hless
Zenerations and point countless others to God.

S0, the nexf time you stare in fascination as hundreds of carefully placed ob-
jects teeter, roll, and swing in 3 chain reaction, remember that God is working in
you and through yon with exguisite tming. Mhonerows meinificant events acon-
omalage to fulfill His perfect will in von (Philippians 1:6). God's desire for your life
culminates in a satisfying finish that brings abowt glorous shonts as saints cheer
you to the finish line in exguisite perfecion! To (od be the glory fior His master-
ful chain reactons in our Lives!

Enjoy these chain reaction videps as vou think about

Philippians 1:8 says, “Being confidens of this very thing, that he wiich hath
begun a good work in vou will perfoem it until the day of Jesus Cheis: ™

hretps.-/Bit. By 2oz 6T
hitps/bit by ] WBTWGZ
hetps../Bit. B wSSRAR

Mariene Houk is a repular confrilutor to Bive Ridee Christian News. Her passion
i1 fo dehve deeply inte the fruths qf Bibla women and fo discuss thase in Bible

Studies called Backstage Pazs fo Bible Women. She and her husband dizcover jay,
muriure, and challerge in their church. Her comtact is mariemahonkia bellsouth net

{ Hospice and (Paliative
o Care of the *jj.[uﬂ{l'dﬂr b,

For L

e Not Profit
The Only Accredited, Locally Based
Hospice. For More Information Call:

828-765-5677
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Darkest Night of the Soul
By Timothky Eller
MeDowall Covnty

Luke 7:18-21 Eing James Farsion (57

18 Amd the dizciples of Jakm thewed him qf ail theze things.
19 And John caliing unto him two of his disciples sent them
fo Jerur, nmying, Arr thow he that should come? or look we
o another?

20 Whaen the man were come unfe kim, thay zaid, John
Baptist karh sent us wnie thee, saying Art thon he that should come? or look we
Jor anoifer?

21 And in that zame hour he cured mgny qf their yfirmitier and plagues, and af
eIl spiriis; and wnie many that ware Blingd he gave sight.

22 Then Jesus anrwaring said undo them, Go your way, and redl Jahn whar thangs
v have seen and heard, how thar the dling zee, the lame walk, the lepers arg
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raized, fo the poor the gospal i1 preached.
23 And blgssed 15 he, whozoever shall not be gffended in me.

Jobo the Baprist was idenrified as one of the greatest prophets thera was in tha

Old Tastamment.  He was moved oo by the Holy Ghoat even i his maother's womb.

Jobx bad the provilege of having Baptized our Lord Jesus Chnst He had an awe-
spane mintsty snd the people bonored hir 25 2 man of God snd 2 prophet, Ha
came in the prophetic spidt of Elijah. 1Mo matter bow zreat Jobo was, ke Sound
bimself locked inside the priscn for preaching the tuth and standing azainst sin.
At that moment tw that very howar thar Joho sent his disciples Tesus opened blind=d
eves, deaf ears, aond noare tongoes. This was io fMlGlment of CNd Testament
Mesziamic Prophecies. Then Tesns went 3 step further and raised people from the
dead. Wa koow this becauss it savs the blind see (plaral), te lame walk (plural’,
the deaf hear {pharal), The dead are raised (plaral). the lepers are cleansed (pharal)
and people were curad of evil spinits. All this happened in 3 one-hour period of
fmie i the wimess of those o disciples. Tesus insmcted John to have faith in
zod and not be offendad in im Jesus lowed JTohn so nvach thar e not only told
Jobn who be was, bur be mavifested who ke was in oot of these wimaszes. Ifa
great prophet ke Tobn became discoaraged, how much more are we able 1o be
susceptble o discouragement We may ever at imes donb: God, But when wa
feal this way the most anportant thing we can do is pot ma from God, but o o
God. We all face setbacks and dmes of discouragemnent. The primary thing is we
weed 1o not be offendad at God and stam doubnog his gopdeess, love, mercy, and
compassion. Cod will zo out of kis way to show his love mercy and comapassicn
0o 1s.

I Eller graduated from Careling Graduate Schoal of Divinigy and has bean
imvolved in prizon and jail minisoy for the past ffteen vears. Clomenily he is
pperaning in the capacity of @ servant of Jesus Christ

The hospice you choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:

local staff

two hospice inpatient units

palliative care in 2l setfings

orief counseling for any adult

Kids ol

ICC

‘Carolina L Foothills |

|
-

Serving Polk, Henderson; Rurherfur'd,'an&]ﬂcl}hﬁdﬂ i NC and
Cherokee, Greenville and Spartanburg in §C
(828) 245-0095 NC (864) 457-9100 SC (800) 218-CARE (2273)

Bv Cmdy Marcar
Burke County

Nipwths of preparancn kad zone into the moment
I was now observing, For the first fme all week-
end, [ was taking a nmch-nesded deep breath as I
zaf on the front row and basked at the enormons
wooden crpss that had been placed up front in the
large suditorinm. My eyes surveyed the foor of the
cross whers several hundred white-washed woeoden
sigms with the simple werd “Graca” steaciled on
them had been placed. The rerear team bad evan
Zone the exira mile o slip the special meats in 2 clear bag and ted them with beaud-
ful mbbon in colors of peach, cream and turguodse. There was a whols Lot of zrace
on that floor. Grace, grace, God’s grace. And it was woaderfil!

My hearr was overflowing as I satin the dim lights and listened o the soft music
playing. Iknsw that I had planned appropriately to have eponsh “graca™ for every
wipman there burwe wers 2t record amendanca for the weekend apd many had de-
cided to conumyte for the day. [ remember tunking that we nught oy owt of grace.

The theme for the weskend was “Tnderserved. . Gifis of Grace™ The spaaker
was potzad and rezdy to present 2 meszage with an appesl to accept God's fras gift
of grace. It would be 2t that time thar the ladies would be irvited to come forward
1o the foot of the cross snd accept ther “gift of grace™, which of course was the
wonden plaques that had been mads espectally for them. I oouldn't have been hap-
pier how everything was mnfolding. The momen: was maly inspinne and ooy bear
was overfloanng. | umdil my Marths monent kicked in

In a split second, my heart begap racing and nov nund was reeling-- how to pro-
vide more “grace” (the gifrs) to all the women Ibezzn fevernshly conntne all the
lirtle bags on the floor from my sear and locking back and covmting women. Iwas
shzobarely sure that there was oot going to be encuszh srace zifis to go arpund. Wy
smomach was m knots! It was then that I came up with 2 brllians idea.

S, with roy plan in action, [ began queetly slipping around to oy remeat team

nsictans and spyons else who T dida's
thrnk wonld mind me asking to give up
their “grace” gift. Had I really resormed mo
this mespity? Tolearly thonght that T had
1o fix this grace deficit looming upon the
climax of tha weakend reqeat.
I returned to oy seaf perspirng bus feelz
accomplished that [ had selved the probizm
awd thar now we would surely have enongh
ETACE.

And thep mp the gnismess of the moment,
I heard these words from the Lord: And He
szid to me "Ny grace o safficienr o vou,
Jor My soremenh or made perfect i weakmess. 2 Corinehizns 12:9. Tamas o fius-
irated with mayself to zay the least. was rebearsiug over and over oy muind how
this simaton conld have had 3 differant outcome if only I kad prapared bettar. Or
maybe, if [ had just let Jesus handle the zrace issue

As Dwas watching all the ladies come foraarnd m response 1o the beawtiul appeal
froam the speaker and receive the gift of zrace that was more than deserved, 1y eyves
shified o the foot of the cross. T ooulda's believe what Iwas wimessing!  There
was more than enough grace for everyone! Yes even for the owes thar were willing
10 Zive wp thelr “grace.”

Mw evas glanced ar the individuals that T had s0 ashamedly asked to zive up their
gifi. Tcould tall by the look i ther eyes that thew falt I had pot had enongh farth in
Jezus to supply enough “grace™ thar day. And they were right. Guilty 25 chargad, T
then padded and motoned with my bands for them to maks their way the foot of te
cross and receive their gift of grace.

I leamed a vary valuable lesson that day . Jasus is mose than evouzgh and there is
always enongh zrace for us all!

And God iz able to make qil grace abornd foward yor, tha you, ahadgys haing
alil syffciancy in all things, may ke an abivdaics for every pood work,

2 Corinthisms 8:8 MNETWV

Rick Mercer iz the pastor of the Morganton Seventi-day Advenfict Church ar
2187 Jamestown Road, Worganton. Thay can be reached af 870-520-3549 ap
cimercerintds ner. Check out wuw morganionsda.org. Thatr passion it fo tharg

the love af Jesus with all who will izten.

www. brenews .com
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Ew}rg* reen Church
How Firm a Foundation

Bv Fev Jobho MoCoury
Foom Moumrain, Tennesies

An impormant gueston is asked in Pazlm 11, Go with me
for just a glance. Diavid wrote Paalm 11, probably while be
was being unted and baunted by King Saul. With borderline
insane parancia, Saul bezan seeking the life of David believ-
ing the young man was ot 1o get im and take us posidon

2z kg, Diavid is oo the run. As he wittes in the first pamn
of this psalm. he has Hown as a bird fo the monntam. Avd in that eding place,
miorentanly removad from danger, be asks this gueston: "Jf the foundations arg
desmoved, what coan the pighteous do™" (v 3). Great question! Webster talls us
that a "foundation” is "the basis npon which semething stands or s suppored.”
Every house has 2 foundaton. Every significant stictare, every building has 2
foundanon. The taller the building, the desper and mors imporant the foumda-
o, Destmoy the uilding's foundaton, and youse toppled the buildms, As we
ware watching & naticnzl prayer service in which Dr. Billy Graharm, referred o
the stuctares the rerrorists destroyed oo September 11, 2000, He stated that the
twin fowars may have been destroyed. bur their foundatons, smazinglv, were
stll in place. He then spoke with great relief for our nadon saying. "It's the same
with s, If our fovedations are in place, then nothing else really mamers That 1=
precisely David's point. Dlavid is not referring o soactures. Mo kouse or build-
ing s in les mued, and there is no refersncs to such in fhis pealm, This pealm is
shout life. The dghtesus stand on a finn foundation. Bow, shontd the foundation
of a life be destroyved, thar life cnuonbles. Buat if the foundaton remain: secure, oo
amount of siress—in David's case, no wely amack on his life by Saul or aoy of his
moaps—would cause his Life 1o fraciure or cnumble. You ses, David is viewing the
meackerous, threatening words of Saul as amrows coning fem wamiors. He nses
a vivid word picmire in the second verse: "Behold, the wicked bend the bow, they
miake ready their amow upow the smeg - - "To those days the warmrlor was known
for his keen ability with bow and amow. Coe of the most effecive weapons
Diavid's day was a sharp, slendar arrow as it slipped fom the bow guided by the
markzman's eve fo the targer. David's point 13 thart the wicked are bending bows,
and they are making ready therr deadly ammowrs on the sming. T don't think Dravid
had 2 Irteral bowr and arrow in mind Hs was thinking in termis of words shot
at lnm or starements made agzinst him as part of the plot plaeeed to bring kim
down. Bat that woa't happen to hom if the foundations of his life are strongz and
secure. However, if these foundadoens are desmoyed, his life collapses, drops like
2 sack of s2lt How do we kvow that hes foundatons were solid and secure? Hine
Look ar the first verse. If our foumdation remmains secare, no amovmt of smess will
canse our life to fFacmre or cnunble. We've been talking zbowt David's siznifi-
cant guestion in Psalm 11: -

G

"I tha jb.'..*id:_rr.'nr'_f are
destroved, whar can the L J 'L‘ [ ,.'q "'|,.-"'|,|'r|{ YRD .
QOUR FOUNDATION

righteous do®" (v. 3). 5o,
how caw I say thar David's
foundarions were solid and
secure? Look at the first
verse Look ar bis opening
statement. Oocasionally,

in the blical psahns, a5
in pewspaper cohunns, the
zist of the whole massaze
is in the first sentence, and evervibons that follows is sn smplificaton of the migs]
sentence, This pealm is like that. David's main message is in the firsy varse of s
paalm: “Tn che LOFD I take refige; how can wow say to oy soul. 'Flee as a bird

to your monniain My soul is pot on the . By spont has not capstzed, bacanse
in the Lord I take rafaze. A refugs 15 3 place of iding. It 1= 2 place of protection.
A protactive place that provides safery from that whoch would otherwize hit and
bt It's a protection from danger apd fom distress. David makes it claar that
Wabrveh iz his refuza. Since that is o, David savs™ The old counmy preacher was
rizght when ke said, "7 mav memble on the rock, but the rock doesn't wemble nader
mie." It is moy selid foundation. It stands froo oo marer what sy oconr That word
refuza" remunded we of vet another paalm—he forty-sinth. Whe wounldo't fnd
comafort in the solidarity of this ancient promisa? This 15 the very psalm in which
Alzron Duther found refiaze and relief over Gve undred years azo. He hid m its
mushs and found smength. Psalm 48 gave him fresh courage to 2o ow, even though
misupderzmood malizped apd nesteatad. How comiforting were those words,
"God i our reflige God 2 our rgflise and sirenerh, a very presant help in rouble”
(v 1) It was from the opanrng les of this formv-sizth paalm that Tather later

was inspired o write, "Ahigh tower is the Lead our God." We sing those words
today: "A maghry fortrass is our God, 2 strongheld who never farling " And why 13
such a fonndation sure? Because it is God, Honself! Onr fonndstion is the God of
crezfion. The Grod who made us is the God who shalters us. He who dwells m the
secret place of the Most Hizgh shall sbide under the shadow of the Almighey. Twill
say of the LOBRD, "Ha iz sy reflze and mye foriress; My God, i Hime Twill ez ”
—Pzahm 81:1-2. Om that solid foundation, we are secure, oo matter how insecurs
and chaotc our dmes may be! When vour refuge is the Lord, vour soul is not oo
the mn and vour spiric has mot capsized. You're in a place of protecton.

Jofn MeCoury iz pastor gff Evargreen church in Roan Mounwtamn, Timnessee and
alzo chaplain af Roan Highlands Nursmg Cantar

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Stand in the Gap
Exy Bruce Cannoa
Mirchell County

Ard I rought for a man amorg them, thar sheuld make up
rhe hedge, and stand in the gap bafbre me for the land
rhas I should wor desoay i buit I found mone. (Ezakial
22300

The sbove verse, indeed, is one of the saddest m the
Bihig! Tha date for this would be arovmd 587-385B.C.
Crod had just allowed the nation of Babyloa to anack the
kingdom of Tadah, tike the people into captvity, ear down the remple budls by
Solomron and tear down mach of the walls of the city. For the third ome Babylea
came, over the course of approcimately twenty vears, to take the stronz, wise and
ahle-bodied people of Judah back o their lapd apd make them slaves
What precipitated this? The JTewish paton had numed irs back ow God. Other
zods were being worshipped by the Tewish people and God will never allow thar,
He iz a jealons God (Excdus 34:14) and will never share reversncs and worship
due ooly vaxee Hivn with ary other datry, person or object

Today, the TTnited Statas has many gods worshipped within ber borders. The
major ones imnchude our God, the ged of lam, Buddha, Hindwism (whech by ftself
has an estimated 33 millicn gods) Unitarian Universalism (which states that muth
is tmigue to each individeal and that outh is fovwd deep within cne's sonl} and
others.

T bis bk, Democracy in Arperica, Alexis de Tocqueville states: “T songhs for
the greamess and genius of Amenica in ber conmadions harbors and ber ample
nvers—and it was not there. . . m her fertile fislds and boundless foresrs—and
it was not thera. . . in her nch mines and ber vast world commerce—and it was
notf thare. . . in her democranc Coneress and ber marchless Constmfion—and it
was not thare, Mot vnfil T wen? into the chuorches of Americs and heard her pulpecs
flame with rightapusress did [ understand the secret of her penins and power.”

It has always been the hand of God thear mads Smerica srest. Ha i the One who
plautad into the nupd of an the mawy marvels of medicine, mechanizaton aod
wp forth. It was Him who blessad the crops, aided o government and protectad
our borders. And vet, how linde He 1= sought today,

I am genuinely concerned abour the famre of Awmerica should she oot tum back
1o ker Creator. As we celebrate another birthday of our naton, 1=t as pray that
our leaders—auadowal, state and local—can and will num their kearns back o God.
Pray that they will seek His face 2z decisions are made lead our nation as Lincoln
1o a time of repentance for the mawy sins so prevalent in o sociery oday. Larns
claim 2 Chrowicles 7:14. [fnry peaple, which ane called By myy name, shall humbia
rhemralver, mud pray, and seek my firce, and fom fom their wicked ways, then
will I hear fhom Reaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal sheir land, By -
Rng Nt practice the prescripiion contaived tharein for God & Mleszings.

Wionld our bordars be more sacure if we practiced this varse of Scipnoe?

Cnur chuldren be safer? Cnr Charches be revived apd see many couns 104 Saving
knowladze of Christ? Would crime be miach less? The answar to these and many
mare questons just like them is 3 resounding YES.

Pray with ma a5 we cel-
ebrate the 4:h that America
will mrn back fo the God of
ber fathers and that we will
zag “rod Bless America™
azain Have a blessed £th!

Fov Bruce Cannon currantly zerves as the Senior Pastor gf Bear Creek Baprist
Church in Bakersville. Formeerly b served az Director of Missions for the Biladen
Baprizt Azzocianion and has served on the General Board of the Bapnst Stave Con-
venfion qf Noeth Caraling.

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Flled ForYou

Monday - Thursday 8-5
Friday 8-2

(828) 433-1223 |ﬂ i - i;-r'h

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655
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MY COUNTRE, 'TIS OF THEE
written by Samuel Francis Smith

My country, fis of thee,
Sweet land of hiberty,
Of thee I sing;

Land where my fathers died,
Land of the pilgrims” pride,
From ev'ry mountainside
Let freedom ring!

My native country, thee,
Land of the noble free,
Thy name I love;

I love thy recks and nlls,
Thy woods and fempled Iulls;
My heart with rapture thnlls,
Like that above.

Let music swell the breeze,
And nng from all the frees
Sweet freedom's song;

Jfairchild@sugarhillwaterworks.com
328 East Court Street = Marion, NC 28752

828-652-2627 Let mortal tongues awake;
F Let all that breathe partake;
CMEEW&M Sﬂh.l‘l',]ﬂn Let racks their silence breatk,

The sound prolong.

an
N
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0
N

Our fathers' God to Thee,
Auther of hiberty,
I Thee we sing.

Long may our land be binght,
With freedom's holy hight,
Protect us by Thy might,

Greaf God our King.

SOuUrce:
hitps /S www lyricsondemand com/miscellmeouslyrics/patriotic-
songshyrics/mycounirytisoftheelyrics. himl
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of the Story
By Doug Harrell

Whatching Clint on the farm was always very inferesting and many times comi-
cal with his enttmsiastic approach to life and the things around himy  This story
acmally happened pretty much as be tells it and of the months that he spent on the
farm with us this was the most frightening of all the events that took place, and
there were lots of events. This one had the potential to be the most life threaten-
g of any. Meither man nor beast stands a chance agamst a backhoe acket that is

swinging!

Draar friends,

Cme moming I set out to gather 2 fow beads of slighty
rofting cabbage for my friend Bods the Heg. Picking my
way through the cabbage patch, searching for the ones not
fit for mman consumption, was relaxing for me The cool
mountain air, puncmated with the FOUL odor of cabbage,
imvigorated nrv body and spint for the challenging day
ghead. And I loved delivering the vegetables to my piggy
friends as they squesled and prumted in delight upon my
armival This was the OWNE CHOEE I knew how to do and
rarely screwed up @ . Having fulfilled my role as “Caterer o
the Pizs” I retumed to the farmbouzs to leam oy fate for the
balance of the day.

Samford & Som. ..

Fammer Dipug has a large workshop where he repairs, jury-rigs and imvents famm
implements. As many of you know, there are literally thousands of doo-dads and
moving parts that go into keeping a farm productive. And call me crazy, but I
never inagined the plethora of things that can break duning a day’'s work.

When I first perused the parts, pieces and tools in this shed, I surmised that it
omist be a scrap-metaljunk yard. . somewhat akin to Fred snd Lamont Sanford’s
place Autn engines, pointy sharp shards of metal large chaine, ofl cans, gas cans,
2 hngze compressar, big tall fanks of heaven knows what, carburetor de-punk junk,
a hittle filing/sharpenimg wheel, fan belts of every make and length.  von name a
gizmo of piece of pmk and you'll find it there. Bvery now and then an old Ameri-
can Motors Rambler would show up, Doug would disassemble and rebald it cnky
io replace it with another,

Farmer Clint “The Welder”. ..nahhh

Hardly 3 day passed that Dong would not remark, “Well, we have apnother op-
pormnity for repair” Best asmored, my frends, the “wa™ in his statement rafers to
him and Jesus becanse I can't repair anything. Left to me 3 “fix” would be to call
Mr. Jobn Deere himself to come and cormect aquipment malfimetiomns!

Many times Doug wonld draft his brother, Farmer Lamy, to jury-riz broken
stuff. They
like to walk in
circles arpund the
fracured hicky-
doos, scraich
their chins, and
falk gobbledy
zook abour what
is broken and
how to correct
the mialfionction
They call it “Har-
rell Hill Engi-
neeringz”, I call
it gibberish. You

down old jeep,
then suddenly they lified the hood and mserted a piece of nalch to make it .
And puarr it did . _that’s mots, T don't care who von are! Nevertheless, I now walk
arond with a scrap or two of nmlch m oy pocket for emerpencies g .

Droug was preparng to perform some herculean task, like moving 3 monntain,
with his GIANT backhoe. But first we needed fo grease all the ball joims — AND T
HELPED} — and then there was a broken something-or-other that needed welding.
MWow I lowed watching Dong weld things. Sacretdy I always hoped he would teach
me that skill_. but so far to oo avail I guess be figures my spirimal gifis do not
mmchnde handling a torch? Whateser his reasons for making me sit on the sideline
I still enjoy watching the sparks fiy and hot metal drool. And it would be ever so
cool to wear that welder's mask, bat alas it won't happen @ .

Az mv buddy fired up that welding torch I wondered to myself, “Hmmm, that
weld is mighty close w the fuel tank. . . ‘fame-thrower meet diesel fuel’ .. not
2 great combo.” T mentipned the concern to Fammer Doug who peerad over luis
safety plaszes snd gave me that simile that says, “Pollard, s best if yon don’t say
anything at the moment.” 5o I stood aside and waiched in awe.

We finished the weldng job — Yes I szaid “we”™ even thongh I was but a casual
ofrserver — and it was time to loosen up the joints on the backhoe

Wow the tucket on this monstrosity has a kind of herky-jerky motion; rather
than a smwepth move from side o side or up and down it’s meoe like 3 sudden
harch. This abnormality isn't a problem, of course, iIf 3 man is working in the field

alone. On the other hand, it could be kazardons to an onleoker standing a wee bit
too close.

He Flies Through The Air With The Greatest Of Ease. .

Dioug was fiocused on his weld and making sure everything was mechanically
spund as I moved in for a closer Inok. Unaware of noy proodmity to the bockes, he
manipnlated the lever to one side when. . BAM . thar 4,000,001 Ib tncket literslly
leapt to the side to catch Farmer Chint in the middle of my chest.

MNow it's one thing to imagine being slapped by a backhoe bat, as you mught ex-
pect, I was startled and termmified to find myself performing these aerial antics only
1o kave an abrupt STOP as I was smashed against the shed wall. I think T exhaled
rather noisily as every gram of air departed my lungs.

And you think I was surprised? Fanmer Dionz appeared as though he'd seen
2 ghost! I need vou to know that he is very safety conscious and always ook
exiraordinary measures to avoid puting me in harm’s way. Yet, it seemed, despite
his best effiorts I could be seriously injured.

Hit Me With Your Best Shot!...

Having recovered from the mitial shock of being 2 homan cannon Ball, T
quickly wriggled and wigzled all my parts and decided God had protected me
from inpary. And seeing the terror on the face of my friend, I remarked. . “Ts that
all you've got?™

Fammer Dionag, ashen and pale-faced, looked down at me from high atop the
backhoe and said “You could have been REATLY hurt. You scared me to death™
I thought perhaps a litthe comic relief
was in order a5 I replisd, ““You hit me bt
I SCARED YOUT? Well, ot me tell va
spmething pal — Farmer Clint took your
best shot and I'm stll standing. _ stronz like
tmlI]“

As T recall we walked across the road to
the farmhouse and kad our regular mom-
ing cup of cappuccing with Barbara. Mot
nmach was said abont my mishap with the
backhos, it was a too-near-miss with disas-
ter. We just relaeed and enjoyved another
gorgecus day st Harrsll Hill Farms.

Suraly God was watching over me and
Farmer Diong that day as once again 1
chestad death om the Funny Fanm .

Humbled in the Hills,

Fammer Clint

SO THWEST
Trading
COMPANY

828-765-8261

279 Oak Ave

[

Spruce Pine, NC
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North Carolina Community Health Center
Association

Dr. James Carroll

Gil‘.’ll"l'l' POI”Ch Su |e Recognized by NCCHCA as 2018's Qutstanding Provider

The Morth Careling Comnmnity Health Center Associztion kas awarded Dr.

g Lll"_r‘ 5+h . 6th, & 7th .. f:?;:  Caurol of Mowststa Commmmiy sk Pataership (MCHP) the Oursind:

l. i “Health izn’t what we dole out, it's what we create” said Dr. Carroll “Thete
'C.l - ; e : are 5o many factors meolved- physical envirpnment we live in, family ties, and
,:' B F - ¥ o7 ERCRUR A 4 | . the support that is given to make sure that everyone has a5 many opporfumities as
LU TR ] they can to succeed. I believe from as far back as I can remember that everybody
b=z a mzht to have a fair shake in life, and over tme, working in the medical field
it seems prefiy clear that having equal access to medical care is incredibly im-
portant, bt also equal access to clean water and
healthy communities and 3 safe space to walk in,
and having a system that belps to build ties amonz
people. .. is sp importan:.™
Dr. Camroll obfained his nnderpraduate degree
from Tohns Hopkins University, his medical
depree from SUMNY Upstate hedical Center and
completed his residency st MAHEC i Ashevills,
NC. It was mnportant o him te stay in the com-
nwnity, and be joined Bakersvills Conummity
Health Clinic {now Mountain Compmmnity Health
Partmership) in 1990. He has served there as
Medical Director since 1999, F i
Dir. Carroll has taken a lesd role in developing i * fﬂ
policies, procedures and puidelines to improve £$’ f"l‘ rj’ r
operations at what has evolved and srown into the i i
Mountain Copumnity Healih Parmership, Dr. Camoll enjoys teaching and acts
&5 2 mentor and preceptor whenever possible. He is a true generalist, doing both

inpatient and outpatient family medicine obstetrics, and most recently, substance
L:l ] {‘{ SJ C-’ f’JL / .h];: E::ﬁ:;nk;; III.EﬂJC];! pl':u:_;jr_e a5 a_pu:r;tt: ﬂe to the patents mlﬂ:n
CLOVYHING | Eitisiommsinn
12451 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502 | ™ < == ™= =metem e tesme
www.grassycreekclothing.com

Men-Sat 8-30am-5-30pm | ﬁsfd Eiuni:y
o Cham

—H arrell Hill Farms —
200 Yirerrs lorf dr-oNTrrrc N
GrassjEediBecMEoRSale
: ‘1‘*@.{ InsSpec E:':u,
Shriflk WrappCdRNEabeled
_No ﬂdded Hnrmunes s
‘No Antibiotics *
- TEnc:aIIy Erﬁwn' '
oAl 172 & Whclej

&

WWW., harrellgillfarm 3
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Bridge42 Church

Forgotten Gospel: The Subjects
By Jazon Koon
Burke County

This is the second aricle m 3 series on central
fmiths of the gospel that are slowly becoming endan-
gered in foday’s Choch cultore.

The Subjects

Hobody likes Ephesians 2:6-10, not all of it any-
ways. Some list verses eight and nine among their
favorites, a besutiful comforting reminder of God's grace. “For By grace you
hve been zaved, through faith, not by works. " Bight standing with God is God's
gift to us, entirely divorced from anything we could ever possibly do to esmn it
But then there's verse 10, Other people list this verse among their favorites, but
almost never the same people. Verse ten is a stark reminder of the purpose for
which we have been saved, to follow Tesus in the good works e has prepared in
advance for us.

And the battle lines are drawn. One side shouts, “saved by grace through faith,
phas nothing.” The other side counters, “saved to follew Christ into the good work
of the Kinpdom.™ In fact, if you're like most people, you probably feel nmach more
comfortable with one half of the preceding paragraph over the other — I wrote
it and T fep] more cornfortable with ome half owver the other. The Apostle Paul
however, inclndes both concepts. Wa're saved by grace throngh faith. mot by your
works, however, that dossn™t mean works don’t
play a part of God's work of salvation Panl is
saying that good work confributes nothing o yonr
standing with God which is bult entirely upon the
zood work of Jesus. However, as part of the gifi
Grod gives tous, we now have the ability and re-
sponsibility to follew Christ in His good work. To
lowve our enemies, to pray for those who mistreat
us, o do good to all and stand up for the least,
the lowest, and the oppressed. To give generpushy
io those who are in need and nomch more. Theze
aren’t the thinzs we give to God in exchange for
right standing with Him_ they are another aspect
of His gift to us. When you put it all together,
we are saved by grace, through faith to do zood works, and this — all of this —is
Grod's. gift to yow

Which brings out another area in which our gospel preaching is sometimes
lacking. Why does God save people? So, we won't die and go to hell? Becausa
He loves us too much to lot us suffer? Because heaven just wouldn't be the same
without you? Soory to barst anyone’s bubble but beaven will be just fine with or
without me. Mow it"s mae that God loves you, and it's true thar He doesn’t want
vou to suffer, but the primary reason for which you have been saved is fo become
a2 citizen of His Kingdom And when we miss out on this important point. we miss
ont on an mportant part of the work of Salvation in uws. God doesn't just hand ot
“mef-oni-of-bell-frea” cards, he transforms His enemies into His beloved sulbjects,
and with that comes cermain nights and responsibilities. The right to live etemally
with Him but the responsibility to learn His ways and live according to His moth.
The right to know He is listening to everything we pray, but the responsibility to
love like Jesus loved, and to hear the cry of the oppressed. And the good news
is that God deesn't command ns to be good citizens of the Kingdom m crder to
repay Him for His love. He offers us this Kingdom citizenship as part of His zift
o s

Jason Koon iz Pastar gf Brideed? Church in Morganton, NC.

Snow Hill Baptist Church

No Regrets “The Dogs Eat The Crumbs”

By Pastor Desn Honeyoutt
Mizchall Conmgy

Cme of te mpst moving stones of compassion is te
story of the Cansanite woman whose daughter was vexed
with a devil This gentile wormsn asks Jesns to beal her
damzhter, tuat Jesns responds by saying oy minisiry is for
the Jewrs.

Blmtrhew 152128 (ETV 1900)

21 Than Jess wanr thence, and departad inte the coast
gff Tire and Sidow. 22 And, bahold, a woran gf Canaan came out of the same coars,
amd cried wnto him, sqying, Hove marcy on me, O Lord, thow Son of David, my
dimugiter i grivaecly verad with a dindl. 29 Bt he anowered her mot 9 word. And Fas
drciples came and besonght him, sqyineg, Send har meay; for she crieth qffer uz. 24
Bt he amawered and said, 1 am not sent bt umido the loct sheap of the howse gf Erael
23 Then came she and worshipped him, sqying, Lord, halp mie. 28 But he answered
amud said, It iz mot meet o foke the children © bread, and fo cast 1t fo dogz. 17 And she
said, Truth, Lowd: yer the dogs eat gf the crumbs which fall from thelr massers table.
28 Then Jesus answered and said umio her, O wornar, great &5 iy Sty Be it o thee
et aF ihon Wit And har daughter was made whols from teat very hour

How disappointing for this woman 1o bear, and unlike Jesns this is. Jesus wells ts
wioman thet his miracnlous wook &5 like bread to the Jews, and it &5 not night or deseny-
ing to take the “children’s bread™ and feed it to the “dozs" or gentiles. When my wife
coooks 3 fabulous mesl it is novrishment to my famdly, and we eat the frod and enjoy
it. Wi take the lefiovers or the scraps and give them o the dogs. Why? bacanse the
diogs are less deserving than nry family [ am goimg to feed my famdly first, and then
the dogs may get the scraps. This is what Jesus s saying to dhis woman, | am going to
take care of my family first.

At first this seems uncompassionste. it we need to mnderstand something ghous
Jesus and bis public mindstry to his own people. The miracles Jesus perfonmed were
sigms to the Fews that Jesus was who He said He was, the only Son of God. The Bilble
iells us the Jews reguire 2 sign. When Jobn the Bapdist was in prison he sent his dis-
ciples 1o ask Jesns are vou the meszish? or should we look for another And Jesus sent
this word back to Jobn. Masthew 11:4-5 (EIV 1900%

4 Jerns anowerad avd said unto them, Go and shaw John agmn thooe fhimgz which
Jar di hear and see: 5 The bimd recenve their sight, and the lome walk, the lepers are
cleamzed, and the deafl hear, the dead are raised up. o the poor have the gospel
reached to them.

So, Jesas was doing exmcily what the Father wanted Him to do_ But by and large the
Jews rjected the minisoy of Jesus Christ. Jobm 1:11 (ETV 19000 11 He come were his
own, ad Ris own receniad kim not

Jems desining to demonstrate grace and mercy gave this woman an oppornity fo
trast Jesns and exhibit preat faith far beyond the blindness and unfaithfniness of God's
own people. This mother falls at Jesns feet, worships Him and “like a dog” begs for
the “cnumobs et fall from the Master's table ™ And Jesns says to this mother “great is
your fxich™ and hesls her dsughrer.

Every time I study this passaze I tear up becamse it reminds me of God’s grace m
ooy life. T do not deserve God's grace, bt He gives it to me auy way. Like a poor
wiretchad dog, the coumbs are sufficient for life. But they are not the lefiovers; they
simply fell from the master’s table My doz waits af our door at dinner time becanse
he knows that something good is coming his way. By faith we ttust God and He
knows what we nead; I simply wait af the table that is good and safficient for me
st Him today.

Pastor Dean Honeyourt shepherds Snow Hill Baprize Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 325-385-0213, snowhillbaptishaigmail.com , or vizif their
wiabsite at wwznowhi[baptist com.

Diyed Red Mulch

See Us on Facebook
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Call for D Fees (828) 766-6169 Public Welcome
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Remember When?
By Preacher Chris Fathbone
Afiichell Couniy

Cme of the things thar my family loves w do when
we have the opporiumity to get topether is reminisce
ghout days pone by, Too ofien we let the memories zo
that played a major part in shaping us mbo the adolis we
are today. Hopefully there were experiences that helpad
to teach ns lessons along lifs's way. And sometimes
there are memories that just make us smile and laugh
about mishaps or funny experiences we lived through. I
realize that there are many that may not have too many geod memories oo years
zone by, but cne thing's for sure, we can make good use of the vears shead that
the pood Lord gives us to make some pood ones! Too many times we won't let go
of bad experiences from the past, 50 We can move oa 1o good experiences o our
future.

The linle conmmnity I grew up in is called Estaioe. Years ago, most everyone
knew everyone else. Bven if you didn't know someone personally, vou preity
omch knew who lived in each bonse up every creek and “holler”. We lived so
close to Crabires community we knew most everyone thers too_ 4s 3 kid, sum-
mers sesmned to last longer, and the heat didn't seem to bother us so bad. It was
nathing for us to stay cutside all day long except to come m for a gquick bite 1o eat
and we were off and running agzin. We plaved in cresks, explored the laural thick-
ets, climbed up rock cliffs, rode bicycles everywhere we could, built forts, ran on
gravel harefoot, sowmied up every mee we could climb, fished, lanted squimels
and rabbits, tied Jume bugs on a sirng (bet vou hadn't beard of that one), caught
"lighimineg™ tugs, searched for night crawlers with a fashlisht made slingshots
from 3 fiorked stick, shot basketball throush an old bicycle rim, picked blackber-
ries and put them im 3 nulk jug, swung on wild grapevines, waiched cartoons just
on Saturday mormmes, drank from the same creeks we plaved in, got o a few
fisthizhi= and no one called the Llaw, threwr rocks at each other for fin, listened to
omsic on 1470 WTOE am smaton, played in the dirt dll we had what Mama called
2 "rusty necklace"” around our neck walked wp to Craboree Chapsl Baptist Church
io play sofiball on the fiald sbove the church, Hired with the girls we thonght
were "partty”, etc, efc, etc. Whew, I'm bout wore out just wriing about it. But you
know, thers was nothing to do back in those days to hear kids falk today!

Ay family attended the Estatoe Chuoch of God. My cousin Charles was the pas-
tor. Frank led the choir and played the guitar. Jerry played the bass and you could
hear it all the way out to MManonie's honse. We opened the windows in the charch
during hot weather. The folks would zet happy in Jesns, sing with afl their hears,
shout and praise the Lord with evervihing in them Bible school was such an ex-
citing time that all us kids looked forward fo. Our teachers taught ws lessons using
flannel grafis (remember those™). We worked on a craft every night to show to our

AUGUST 3&4, 2018
BURNSVILLE TOWN SQUARE

www.yanceychamber.com

parents at the end of the weak. W all looked forward to the snack tme when the

ladies would serve us cookies and Eool-Aid Cn the Last night we had a little com-
mencement service where we sang a few songs and wsually had soome hambuorgers
and hotdogs for supper. I was always prowd when [ got o attend every might and

received the gold star on my Bible School Certificate.

Draddy worked for the Great Lakes Carbon Corporation in Morganton and got
home from work around 5 each evening. He would sometimes fell us he was
Eoing to take ns all swimming up Crabiree Creek. The day seemed to drag on
forever as we waited for him o get home. We would stand beside him as he ae
with towels sround our necks. dressed in our cntoff jeans telling him to lnury and
eat o we could leave. Biama wonld tske soap and washeloths, so we could bathe
in the creek The water seemed so cold bat always refreched ns. After we bathed
in the cresk we were literally sparkling clean from all the mica that stuck to oor
skin Bur hey, we smelled like sn Irsh Spring! We would be so dred from swim-
ming. Mama would -
make homemade
hamburgers ina
cast irom skillet. We  [PHE
would so bungry |-~
and those were the
best burgers I ever
st These burpsr
joints had nothing
on Biama's burgers!

Crarden work was
& pecessary Mevil"”
during the sum-
mer. We loved the
vegetables from
the garden tut hated the work fmvolved. Mammie put out & garden every year
would "look" those beans and make sure to oot off every speck with that one cer-
tzin knife she always used. Somefimes we could hear the train from Penland and
it sepmed so close. She always zaid that was a sign of rain to come when the frain
was 50 loud. Sometimes she would send me and my brother Mike over to Gordon
Huskins's pasture to pick soms spples he had given her permiizsion to get Gordon
had 3 bull in the pasture that didn't like trespassers in his territory. We would "sic”
our dog on the cows o distract the bull, so we could make it to the apple fTees.
Diom't worry, the dog only chased them a little to get the tmll's atenton. We would
fill gur tackets with apples and then make 2 mn for the gate. Someimes the ball
saw us, and we had to drop our bockets and nm for our lives!

You see, our past 15 filled with memvories made with family and friends. Those
things that seemed 0 msignificant then are often the things that we miss the most
now. I have foumd the more I talk sbowt those memories the more memories I
remember! Funny bow that works. Mow some may read these things I've wrote
shout and think "How silly! What's the big deal?™ Well to me, it makes me realize
just how nmach God has blessed me. In all those memories are people. Family and
friends that Jesus placed there to share bife with. The time God gives us here is
nat just abont ws but also about sll those people we gt to love along the way. We
spmetimes fail to realize that a5 we are living this life we are making memornies
ihat will be with ns abways. The langhter we share, the tears we shed together, the
halp we give each other along the way, thess all matter. Why don't you slow down
a little and make some time o get together with those yvou love. .. and remember
when?

I've got to go.... Michelle is making hamburgers!

Preacher Chriz Rathbong serves ar Pastor af Mine Creek Bapiist Chunch.

New Stock Every Week » Al First Quality
229 West Main Street » Burnsville. NC 28714

828-337-7728
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Christian Action League of NC

The Heart of God, the Father
By Rev. Mark H. Creech

Before Jesus, God was commonty referred to in
impersonal ways. He was largely undersiood by ex-
pressions such as the Creator, the Almighty, the EKing,
the Fudze, the Lord, and the Most Hizh. Except fora
few times in the $]d Testament, where there are vague
znd halting references for God as Father, it is to JTamas
whom we owe 50 much for bringing out this aspect of
God's person.

Jesus showed ns that God s personal, like 3 wise, loving, tender, and waitch-
ful father Fesns always used this form of address when praying. Purthenmore, he
taught us to pray the same way in the mode] prayer, saving, "Our Father, who art
in heaven.... " atthew &)

Inferestingly, the word that Tesus used for "Father” was the very intimate Ara-
maic word, "Abba " which means Daddy.

I. Wallace Hamilton writes, "Thers is no semmon [from Jesus] in which it [the
word Father] does not appear. There is no prayer of his in which if is mizsed. The
first record of his speaking is this: Enow pe not that T must be abour my Father's
Bugimess T (Luke 2:49). The lact word on the Cross was, Father into fhy hand: I
command my spirtt " (Luke 23-46).

Hamilton adds that when Jesus wanted to explain what God is like when men
sin and burt themselves, be took this word "Father® and wowve it info an incompa-
rable, unforgettable story about 3 Prodigal Son — a story found in Luke 15:11-32
that is as much aboat ao ever-loving benevolent Diaddy as it is about 2 waywand
SO0

Thet story of the Prodigal Son is very memmingfil for me becanse, in some
ways, I lived it.

It was several vears azo when I zot angry with my father owver perceived slights
that we separated from each other and didn't speak for 3 few vesrs.

Then I found nryself in mnexpected droomstances. I became estranged from my
older teenape danghter — sorely estrangsd — so strained was our relatiomship that
she laft home to live somewhere alse.

Brokenhearied, I fell to noy knees one day in praver and begged God o brng
my danzhter bome, God's responss o my prayer was immediate and the impres-
sion on oy heart almost sudible. God said, *"Why should I bring vour daughier
home o you when yon kaven't spoken to your father in years™

Dieeply under convicion for ooy awfnl wrong, that same day I got into oy car
znd made the forty-five-mimite drive to o1y old bometown. When I reached the
bhouse where I grew up, I could see Daddy working in the backyard He spied me
from afar standing m his dovewsy and started mnning towands me. I picked ap
the pace toward him and we both embraced and just stayed there tomether for a
while weepinz

I asked for hiz formivensss and there was a foll and blessed reconciliation.

My Dad and T had mamy good remaming years tomsther before hos death in
2012, Nevertheless, what still pains me is the sorrow [ caused him with moy wrillfinl
disaffection and disrespect. [ had to be a parent first to comprebend such grief.
There is no mouming guite so deep. S0 many parents have gone through it, and
the children rarely know the hope their parents have for them. They rarely nnder-
stand the way a parent earnestly waits — pining sway — constantly wishing for the
time when their child might come to theit senses, and, iguratively spesking, finds
the path horme again.

There is 3 sense in which God, the Heavenly Father, in his tender mercies,
longs for us in the same manner. (God is indeed the Omnipotent Creator, King,
znd Tudge of all the earth. He could simply mle as a Dictator and crush s and be
justified in doing so becauss of onr sin and intentional estransement. But instesd
He iz like 3 patient Father, limiting himeelf not imposing his will, allowing ws to
choose for ourselves this way or that way. He knows all about o self-nflicted
defilements and impoverishments. Yet
he yeams for our cleansing, hesling,
happiness, and prosperity. And all
conld be made right. if only we would
come home.

Perhaps the most reassuring pas-
sage i the enfire Bible — the one that
shows clearly the heart of God, the
Father — is that verse in the story of
the Prodizal Son which reads, "4nd
ke aroze, and came fo kis father But
whan he was yet a great way qfft hiz
Jather zaw him, and kad compassion,
e ran, and feil an hiz neck, and
Eissed him " (Luke 15:20)

Pead it again, if you naonst. Make certain vou don't miss the mcredible import of
that text. It says that when the father saw the son coming, be ran to him... That's
the heant of God, the Father,

Perhaps you need t0 come home to God by musting Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. Char nation centzinly needs to come home to the Father — the One in
whom all pur liberties stand or fall.

Maybe, even as I did von also need to make something right with a family
merwher.

Surely, it's been oo lonz. Corme boone,

May vou and your family have a Happy Father's Day!

Raverend Dv Mark Creech iz Executnwe Director gf the NC Christian Acition

League. Tou may contact him af revmarkereech@ichristianactionleqgue. org or
RIG-FR7-0606

BLESSED
By Melaonte Wood

Rags o riches some
may achisve
Nt me, a5 you
Can see
Tou look ar my
Clothes and some have holey
Wrch my hair all a press
I am still Hlessed
What pon can no see
Iy e I'm clothed in
His mercy, and adorned
Iy His grace
He said to me, My child
Lift up vour face.

Melanic Wood ifves in Marion North Caroling. She & imohaed with Celebrate
Racovary and loves to share her faith with othars.

Carolina Home Care

Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Medicaid Covered Services Other Services
= In-Home Care for Chidren & Adults = Privaie Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children - Insurance
= AP Choice « Wit Homemaker Service
= Pediatric Murse Aids = Companion/Sitier
- Respite
Our In-Home Aldes are supervised by & registered norse
who Is available during all hours worked by the aide.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340

WWUT@@N

The Broben That Gete Results

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
ACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

FOlAL HOURYG
QFFDATUNITY

South of 1-40 |
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |
Marion, NC 28752 |

L

Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1989 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy YYhifsonRealiyv.acom | dennisw @0 YWhitsonRealty.com

wwrw. brenews . com
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Saeehenes oo TAKE THE MONEY
08 COOPER TIRES AND R“]E
PREFAID MASTERCARD™
VIRTUAL ACCOUNT
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IF FOUR CRIALIFNE TIRER. COUEE IS
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5 ERAMA TRRRMG", 5 NI MR,
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DOSCURIRER HTT™, COOVEN DEENERHE",
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TrAY HUUR B

SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM = MON-FRI
€L ) COOFPERTIRES

Hew Comnmumity Outreach Benefits Haywood Couty Farmilies with Children
BEAR. Closet (Baby and Fezource

Eguipment Closer)
Beginning Wednasday, March 21, 2018 the Haywood Parish Baby Equiprent
znd Fesource Closet (B E A R) located at Francis Cove Undted Mathodist Chorch

2530 Crymes Cove Foad, Waynesville will begin a new oumeach mimisiry in the
local community. This is & shared ministty between five local United hethodist
churches: Beaverdam, Elizabeth Chapel, Faith, Maple Grove, and Francis Cowve
that are reaching ot to serve low income families and expectant parents stmig-
gling to care for their babies and children. The B EA R Closet will provide fres
gently used clothing (sizes preemies to 4 toddler), shoes, baby equipment such as
strollers, high chairs, swings, pack n’ plays, bouncy sests, bathing and hygiene
products, bedding items. as well as loving encouragement to expecting moms and
parents. The outreach will be open the first and third Tharsdays of every month
2:30 to 5:30 pm. Plesze call (828) 476-8502 and leave a detziled message and a
Maylond Community College - Allen Cook Director, Maylsnd Small Business
Center (§28) 766-1205 acookimmayland edn

As part of our spreading “Good News”, we have
provided these pages for information for your orga-
nization or church that would be of interest to the
public. I send out reminders in a group email to re-
mind those of yvon who have requested it, or used this
service regularly. If you wish to be added to the email
please email me at barbarah@brcnews.com. One
of the things any of you using this service needs to
remember is that we publish only once a month and
the info has to be submitted a month ahead. When
sending info please send to my email: barbarah(m
brenews.com.

A great way to get vour meeting dates, events, and
other info to the public.

THE

600D LIFE

SALE

828-433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
www.claytonmorganton.com
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By Joyce ,;ﬁf ;fm"fﬂ,d Baldwin . | Jesus Loves the Little Childrenl!
U By Darrell Cahle

Mountain Chaptar

The WC Child Evangelism Fellowship — Mountain Chapter has high hopes for
the futare of Avery, Modowell, Mitchell, and Yancey counties. After a wonderfinl
schipol vear with 16 clubs across these 4 coumties, we are looking to expand even
mare for the 2018-2019 school year. Mot only are we looking for support from our
local churches, we ask vou to

Cold and darfkmess stood in silerce

No mot a sound was everywhere
Time and change sioad in the balance

The voice of God then filled the air.

O wihad power m dhad morrend

Hix mighty Word came rusiing i : .
The unfolding of His glory Sy | pray about helping us in God's
First gave bright light thar’d never Been. mimestry. Bach club needs ar
least § volunteers to help out in
The waters moved as graceful dancers ﬂlﬁwmmﬂﬂppmn}'m I
Ity borders end tmvivible fo see e vangelize -ﬂl-‘?ﬂ?lE_ _':hﬂﬂl'm
Until this day they won't go from them mﬂﬂﬂi_vhr;ﬂihﬁmgthsaﬂnr
il B school bible chub.
s =2 e Several from the MC CEF
The angely stond in sall amazement mde
When deserts formed and mouniains steep mlﬁfﬁ"&ﬂiﬂlFWﬂ
He broke the silence in Hiv dunder Camp Good News. There were
And changed the great face of The Desp 110 attended this raining, and

this included adults already involved as well as teens who will be helping out in
the near fohure. Praise the Lord!!

There was zlso an event kast weekend in Asheville called the Spectacular. At
this event we shared Jesus with 1,183 sonls with 28 decisions for Chorest!

For more information on thizs oppormnity please contact MICCEF — Mountain
Chapter Missionary Drarell Cable at 823-825-0122. We look forward to the up-

comming year and ask that everyone please be in prayer for God's ministry.
WY B
S
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Joy is a resident of Madizon Cowsty, wirtene she now ihves with her husband,
Dy Joe Baldwin. She iz currently a member af Mt Zion Baptist church in M-
shall, NC. Ax a previows membar, the calls Forks of iy Mizzionary Baprizt Church
i Wagvarville, “home medy from home ", She & currently singing with the Gospel
Group “Jonah T Foice” out gf Mars Hill, NC. Her latest somg " Homecoming ™ will
soon be heard By man.

.

"BACK TO SCHOOL

EHIND SPRUCEFF'I'NE CHEVY
IN SPRUCE PINE
AUGUST 11th
AUGUST 18th (Rain Date)
Sponored By: The Faith Based Community

For info. call Marcus Benfield: 828-850-3346
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner
(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)

Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

P
___I.?Q':lil LR :"ID:
A

i
|
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
é}é and a greener environment, é%
Ask about our ongoing recycling pmgram<_/
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM
Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Burke United Christian Ministries

Summer Busy

By David Burlason
Burke County

Swrmmer is a sy time at the Burke United Chrstian
Ministries {(BUCK) since there is an increased need for
food and clothing due to children being home and not
attendimg school BUCHM has already seen an increasze
in the number eating in our soup kitchen  picking up food
in the pantry, snd receiving clothes in onr clothing closet.
Thers are several opportnities for members of our comammity to be involved at
BUCH and provide assistance during the sunumer months.

Ome of our greatest needs is food fo be distmibubed in our food pantry. Doing 3
food drive for BUCH during the summer months would be greatly appreciated.
BUCH also neads gently used clothes to be distmbated in the clothing closet,
especially as we prepare to provide clothes and shoes for sudents getting ready to
0 back to school,

Shop in the BUCK Saved for you Clothing, Thrift and Craft Store. The store
will be baving a special Chrisomas in Tuly from Tuly 16 to July 28. This provides
those who love decorating for Christmas 3 head start on decorations for Christmas
2018, Be sure to come by and zee all the besutiful crafts our elves have crafted.

Enjoy a delicicus treat at 4i'liski Frozen Yomort . When yon purchscse 8 treat at
di'lishi through Septemiber 30, 2018 and wote for BICM. we will receive points
that will manslate to fundmg.

Your help is definitely needed as a volumieer! As we all know, volunteers are an
essential piece to every organizaton in our coumiry and this is especially ttue fior
BUCH. Year after year, volunteers confribuie time and energy to assist oar minds-
oy in mesting the peeds of others. During the last fiscal vear, volunteers at BUTCM
gave 36,354 hours of their tme to belp and encourage others. People voluntesr
for mamy different reasons, but one of the major reasons is 1o make a difference
in the lives of others. There are many such opportumities at BUCM to assist those
who need 3 hand up.

The Burke United Christian Mimisiriss would like fo invite you to parmer with
our mimistry and serve with us. Hers are some voluntesr oppormunities for youn to
consider:

Food Harvesting — Going to local grocery stores and restanrants to pick up do-
nated food.

Clothing Closet — MNew opporunity — Assist clients m our clothing closet as they
shop with a clothing vowcher. The social workers write up a clothing woucher that
allows the clhient to shop. Volmteers assist clients and then tally up their selec-
ton. Mo mopey is exchangad.

Sorting, Inspecting, and Hanging — Interested in being behind the scenes of the
clothing closet or Saved for You Clothing Store? Volunteer to prepare items for
the sales fipor or clothing closet.

Warehouse — Unload, zort and organize perishable and non-perishable food
items. Aszist in stocking the Food Pantry. Help keep the warshouse. freerers, and
refrigerators organized.

Clerical Support— Assist with production of mewsleters, bulk mailings, fivers
snd maore.

Fromt Window — Check clients into the ministry and zreet those who need as-
sistance.

Life Enrichment Center YVolunteer — Assist smdents as they work on their GED,
tzke ESL Lessons, navigate the WER, work on their financial baodzet or develop

Willing to do whatewer
or being on-call — Is your
voluntesr time flexihla?
Are you interested in just
beimg called oo i a e
of need” Volunteer to be
called on when the dons-
tions are plenty or sup-
port is needed in the food
paniy, clothing closet,
dining room, front office,
or snywhere in the min-
isiry. We are especially in
need of an on-call soup kitchen team for times when something comes up for the
scheduled team or in times of bad weather

Wanting to wolunteer or find oat more sbowt BUCK, just give me a call af (EX8)
433-E0735 or email me at bocmdirector@ gmail com or come by for a visit and let's
talk about how you can make 3 difference with BUCKM.

As we have stated many times, our ministry is stronger becanse of the support
and participation of our vohmteers, board and staff. A special thank you to the
following retiring board members:
= Mr Wick Foberto
= Mr Andy Thompson
= Mr Jeff Tomer
= Mr=. Mary Ellen Waise
Your continwed support and encouragement has been greatly appreciated.

Pemember that our ministry is here to assist those m Burke County who peed a
hand up and we ask that you consider being part of what we do for others.

Davd Burleson iz Director gf Burke Unifed Christian Mmiztrie
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Allen’s Offerings
Family Feunion

By Allen Buchanan
Mirchell County

When Jobhn Murdock was 21, he marmried Florence
Hovle sand mozether they built their house in 1923 on
Minrdock Foad, in the Snow Creek toamship of MMichell
County, WC. By 1941, the last one of sixtesen children
was bom.

Later in 1943 Florence Murdock had a sooke. D

Gouge in Bakersville had said that she was going to die and to call her family
in. Homer Murdock, 5r, ope of sixteen children was in the Navy and he was on
& ship in Mew York Harbor getting ready to go to Europe. He was a Mavy Seal,
which at that time was called Underarater Demolition Team (UDT). Homer was
contacted throngh the Red Cross to come home bacause his mother was dying At
first, the Captain of the ship said, “Mo, we are pullmg oat and I cannot let him off
the boat " Cmce again, the Bed Cross issued the request and the Captaim allowed
him to remom homs.

When Homer amived bome, all the rest of the fanuly was there, and his mother
WS nnconscions. Soaneone stated that when Homer stepped wpon the porch, Flor-
ence kind of regained consciousness, but not fully. When ke weat into ber room,
she was gware of his presence. After she zot better, she lived nnml 1976, It seems
only fitting o mention that Webster's Dictionary gives an example of a reunion as
“gn emptionsl reunion berween a mother and son™.

Homer returned to the Mavy and went on to Burope. The earlier ship that he
was scheduled to take first g -
was stmuck by a torpedo ' '
and there were no survi-
vars. This was a sign that
Grod had much more in
store for Homer's fisture.
Later he answered the call
o preach -

While the family was to- | 5%
er’s sickmess, they decided
that every year on Mother s
Dy they wonld have a
revmion, thus 1043 was the
first ome. After the first oo
of three reanions, they decided it was rather cold on Bother's Day and decided
o move it to Father’s Day. That also allowed the families to spend fme together
ontside in the warmer temperaiures since the home place was small and conld wot
easily accommodate everyone. Fune 17, 20018, marked their 75th reunion with 140
relamives in aftendamce.

Nowhere in the Bible is the word rennion. Many songs have been sung refer-
ring to families remmitng for the greatest revmion of all. I remember when I got
saved I wanted to tell everybody I met, especially oy family and relatives. 4s 1
grew older, I leamed a sad thing. not everyons wants to become a Christian. They
don't want to give up a lifestyvie or habit. Some don’t think they are pond enough.
It's z0 amarimg how easy it is 1o join in the family of God. Just Believe!

As 3 believer, T et excited reading Fevealaton 19:6-18 which tells us all abont
the mamiage supper of the Lamb. It will be the most smazing celebration and
remmion ever! I hope to see you there

Bur I'would not kave you to be ignorant, brethren, concerming them which ane
azleep, that ye sorrow nat, @ven as oifers witich ke no hope. For jfwe beliave
that Jesuz died and rose agairn, even 5o them also wiich sleap in Jasus will God
bring with him. For thiz, we sqy whto you by the word of the Lord, that we which
amg aiive and reenan unte the coming qf the Lord thall not prevent them which
are aslecp. For the Lord himzelf shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice gf the archangel, and with the frump of God: and the dead i Cheist shall
rize first: Them we which are alive and remeain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, fo meat the Lond in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord. Whergfore corfort one another with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Allen Buchanan it a_freelance Christian writer Allen anends Bear Creek Baprist
church.

Freedom Life Enterprises:
* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

*» Lozy Cabin - CGoffee, 5ifls,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « B2B-559-2700

m Mationwide’

to help protect
your many sides.

AUTD | BUSIMESS LIFE | RETIREMENT
BURNSVILLE

(828)682-2325

SPRUCE FINE
(828)765-2790

MEWLAND
(828)733-9500

MCODWELL. MADSON, BURKE
(866)346-4202

sassociates

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com
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Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

www. bremews . com
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=%
Decorate your home with Poly Furniture that will last and something

you can enjoy. Many styles and color options fo choose from.
All on sale now!
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FURNITURE § COMPANY

27 DAK AVENLE = SPALICE PINE. NORTH CAROLING 287
PHOME (678 YE4-5557 = FAX (BFE] 1E&-S55E
wiww, peoples - furnifies. com

&
THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You T'rust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
=Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
=Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 dayvs a week
*Locally owned and operated
*Ask abont onur “Healthy Kids Program™

HOURS:
M-F Bam-Tpm
Sat. Bam-4pm
sSun. 10am-3pm
730 E. Main St. = Burnsville

828-678-3914

Daily Faith
Pastor Terry Cheek Th.D.
McDowsll County

The Inspiring Word has besn published in the Bloe
Ridge Christian Mews for around five years, and I wamnt
to thank the staff and readers for allowing me the privi-
lege of being associared with them as we work topsther
o encourage, edify and evangelize the Mountams and
foothills. The men women and youth who read this poblicstion come from mamy
walks of life. For example, the clorch member, the seaker, those behind prison
and jail howss walls and those who enjoy the liberty of freedoon daily. Repardless
of where wea live we should realize there iz no undsrstanding God or His word
withont faith. Dion’t be misled; I'm nof talking shont putting together 8 wish bst,
expecting God to grant it. Faith has nothing to do with wishing For those reading
ihis I would like fo halp youn find, develop or even to some degree better under-
stand farth. Maybe you alrezdy know the content of this month’s article, if 0 pass
it along for those who don't. Hebrews 11:1 tells us “Now finth o the subsiance
qf things koped for, the evidence gf things not seen. ™ Many of us have heard smd
even read this verse of scripbare but bow noach of it do we really understand?
There are three kev words we should understand, they are faith substance and
evidence. Let's briefly look at these as we unpack faith to better understand the
role it plays in our life.

There iz one scripture mamy understand as the definitgon and meaning of faith-
Fiomans 1:17 (definition)) For theraim is the rizshteousness of zod revealed from
faith to faith- 2= it is wrimen, (meaning) The just shall live by faith]l. Parenthesis
added. The expression “faith to faith™ speaks of 3 progression of faith. There is
foumd in scripture six kKinds or expressions of faith. Let's look at them briefly.
Dwpcminal faith ak.a. “the faith © speaks of Christian belief (Tode 3 “Beloved,
whan I gave all diligence fo write untoe you gf the conpmon salvation, itwas meed-
Jul for me fo write unto you, and exhor? you that you should earnestly condend for
rhe faith which waz once delivered umfo the zaints. ' Thid). Saving faith iz kpow-
ing Christ and Hion alone for salvation (Acts 16:31 “And they said, believe on the
Lord Jazus Christ, and thou shalt be zaved, and ty houze.  ibid). Tostifyinz faith
is the belisver's confidence of the fact that God has declared him righfeous only
through Jesns Christ (Gen. 15:6 “dnd he (4bram) believad in the LORD; and he
countad it fo him for righteousness. ” thid). Indwelling faith is tustng that Christ
lives im and throngh ws (Gal. 2:20 T em crucified with Christ: neverthelass T e
et not I, Bur Chrizt iheerh in me: and the ijfe wiich T now [ive in the flesh I Ihee By
rthe faith of the Son gf God, who loved me, and ganoe himee(f for mee. ™ thid). Diaily
faith is the saint’s day-by-day dependence on God which is part of our sanctifics-
tion {2 Cor. 3:7 “For we walk by faith, not by sight: ibid). The gift of faith is an
shility of faith, prowviding a vision of what God can do, it is faith thart is how we
achieve that vision, and the power with God to receive answers w praver (Heb.
11: 1-3 1. Now faith is the substance qf thingzs hoped for, the evidence af things
not seen. I For by it the elders obiamed a good neport. 3. Throwgh finth we
undarsignd that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things wihich
are een wene not made af thing: which do appear ibid). We find cursebves at the
same verse of scripture that we began with. What sbout substance? The definition
of the word can be easily found in any dictionary, bat we must remember our Bi-
ble was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. Englich ranslations ars wonder-
fully accurate, bat there are times we must go the original languages o understand
the author’s intent. “The substance™ is used to translate the Greek word bupostasis
which is a femimine noun identifying the saint’s assurance. From Hebrews 11:2
sbove, we have assarance by faith those before ns obtained a good report or lived
the life our Bible testifies of. Then fromm Hebrews 11:3 we hawe assurance by faith
that everything in our Bible is tree and accurate, it is inspired and inerran:.

Having looked at faith and substance let's give evidence some attention. Azain,
we will go o the Greek for our beginning “The evidence™ iz nsed to franslate the
Greek word alegchos which is a noun identifiring the power of faith to convict or
persuade. This word doesn't imply a charge or accusation, but the manifestation
of the tmath of that charge and the consequences of it; also, the acknowledgement,
if not outwardly, yvet mowardly, of its tmuth om the part of the aconsed.

5o, Farth is the principles which guide snd grow the saints of God, substance
is the assurance provided to the saints of God and evidence is the comviction and
consequences of Faith's work in the life of the saints of God.

Mow, what does this brief stady of faith revesl o you about these verses?
“Hebrews 12:1-2 Whaergfbee teaimg we aiso are comparrad abput with 5o great a
clowd of witneszes, ber vs lay azide every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
Bazet us, and lot us run with patience the race that iz set before us, 1) Looking
unto Jesur the author and fnicher of our firdth. who for the foy that war set bgfore
ki endired the cross, despising the shame, and = set down af the right hand qf
the throne gff God. ™

Terry Cheek is pattor of Cabvary Mizsionary Baprist Church in Marion NC. Fou
can contact Terry by email at tervycheekd3i@gmail.com or by phone at (828 460-
G120

wwrw brenews. com
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McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture
Thankful for F
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Tieo often it isn't unfil the end of life that people real-
ize what mmoly marters. Living to work is not the same as
working to live And we're not taking 3 single thing with
ns when it's time to leave this earth.

5o what really matters? What gemninely makes this life
worthwhile? When it all comes down fo it, it's not too

MWeighbors who visit when vou're sick and care when
you're gone. Friends who show ap at two in the morning simply becanse vou
called and asked them fo come.

Tears of jov when words aren’t enough The answer to a prayer spoken only in
our hearts. A casserole that mimics the miracle of the leaves and fishes,

It's easy for us to isnore the shomdance of love and caring relationships in our
life. Difficulty and urgent simations weigh on our mind and spirtt. As 3 result
wa're often blinded to the ways that God is blessing ws.

Grod promises to provide for us and to sustain us. Perhaps there is only one
thing we can cling to that affinns that promise. Hold on to it. Guard it and fight

— . for it with a1l that is
within you.

"I have come that
thay might have Ijfe
@ and have it morg
abundartp” A = £ .‘rJ
prommize meant to he g
Bl received and shared
B A promize meant to be

& received and shared
for all tme.

- - R
g

30 LJ_.II_' i Vol |

Reverend Brent Price it a chaplain at Hospice & Pailiative Care of the Blue 1 ¥ {ll{n
Ridge. W . C

il
:
i L

But whose looketh inte the perfect law af liberty, and _r-,:_:,j,-_Jl.';-f_.--l- g
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, = ;

but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed. James 1:25 Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC

(B28) 652-7667 't i 1t id

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
affeCt the Jourﬂey *vour only nonprofit, local, community Hospice™

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
~ Anne Richardson 828.682-9675
ronmegdhospicecfyancey.org
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Free Indeed
By Pastor Dan Qurollo
Burke County

This month_ we celebrate our nation’s 242 nd yesr of
independence Throughout this fme we have experienced
fmes of prosperity and tmes of adversity. We have exparni-
enced times of peace and mmes of war. We have witneszed
our society make sipnificant advancements in technology.
We are 3 naton governed by a Constfution desizned to

Tragically, many people have a mistaken idea of the essence of feedom. To
many, freedom is equivalent to the absence of restraint. They regard freedom
as the ability to do whatever cne pleases, say whatever one pleases, and act in
whatever way one pleases with nobody telling kim what to do. This concept of
freedoon will destroy our civilization if it is not comected. A society that advocaes
thiz definition of freedom will soon become an anarchy in which no law mnd order
Exists.

A proper understanding
of freedpm recognizes the
reality of responsibility.
In order for both dvil and
relimions freedom to con-
e to exist, ndividnals
nmist exercise responsibil-
that ke can say or do as be
pleases, the reality is that
he will be accountable for
his words and acfions. As
responsibility increasss, freedom will continee to thrive in propartion

The Word of God describes a freedom that far surpasses what we enjoy a5
Ametican citizens. Those who have placed their trust in Christ as Savior are free
from the condemnation of sin. Their sin was judzed at the foot of the cross, never
o hnant him apain. Fomsans 5:1 teaches, “Thergfore being jusijfied by finih, wa
have peace with God through owr Lord Jesus Cheizt ™

Tragically, many believers fail fo experience the spirttual freedom that belongs
io them as believers. Just as many have a mistaken idea of civil and religious fee-
dom, many likewise view their spiritaal freedom as 3 licenze to do whatever they
desire As believers, we too are responsible for our actions. We nmst storive to “adlo
aill fo the glary af God " (1 Connthians 10:31).

Pastor Dan Gurolls i1 pastor Morganton Baptist Chunch. Check uz ouf on our
wialsife www morgantondapfict ner or find ws on Facebook and YouThbe.

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new adult and pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your entire family.

=

MOUNTAIN COMMUMNITY
HEALTH PARTHERSHIP

We Accept Medicaid, Medicare, and Most Insurance

We Hawve A Sliding S5cale Program If You Are Uninsured
Or Need Help Paying For Your Care

Celo
E75-4116

Bakersville
668-2104

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Exodus
By Pastor Ed Counser
Tamcay Connty

Happy Fourth of July! Like youn, I am a patriotic per-
spn. Istll zet poose bumps when they play the national _.
anthem. I still get a lomip in my throat when I see the 3
American fag fiying kigh 1 stll siraighten np with a
feeling of respect when I see 2 man or womsan in unifomm, (

#nd it is hard to keep tears fiom coming to my eyes when ’

I say the pledge of allegiance. This year, we a5 3 nation

celebrate 242 years of independence and freedom. As Amenicans we have much
10 be thankfnl and nmch fo celebrate. Mo doubt God's hand and blessings are on
0T Zreat Ramon

God's people after 400 years of bondage in Exypt had much to be thankfiol for
ton! Becanse of our Lord's intervention, they were ghle to pass through the Fed
Sea on dry land. They had omch to celebrate too. God's presence was sesn in His
diractions - in His display. In Exodus 13- 21, 22, the Bible says: "dnd rhe Lord
want bgfore them By day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night ina
pillar of fire to give tham light, 5o as fo go by day and night. He did not fake away
the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire Iy night from bgfbre the people. " Do
we know what the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire did? Wot only did they give
them direction, {the oripinal GPS: God's Pillar System), they gave them assurance
too. Assuraoce of what? Assurance of God's presence. Duming the day the pillar
of cloud was God's way of sayving, *T am with you." And during the night the
pillar of fire was God's way of saying, "I am with vou " Have you ever thought
shout this; that for 40 years they never experienced darkmess. As zoon as the sun
went down the pillar of fire illuminated the whole camp. To me, thiz fire had to be
biz enoazh to provide light for 8 guesstmated 2 million people. And then when
the sun came up, the pillar of clond had to provide shade sll day long for the same
puniber of people. They had fire by might to light their way and a cload by day to
screen the sun. How do vou think Moses knew the route fo take when they lefi
Egypt on their way to the promised land™ He dido't have to. All he had to do was
follow the pillar of clond by day and the pillar of fire by might. As long 2= be fiol-
lowed God, ke could know that he was headed in the right direction

As Chrisfians wm]idn‘rweagraedmt:fwecmidhmreapﬂ]mnfdnndhfﬁy
and a pillar of fire by night it would [T
be easier to follow God every day
and every night? But as believers
we have something better.  What
is better? The presence of the Hoky
Spirit. Wheat the pillar of cloud by
day and the pillar of fre by night
was to them, the Holy Spint is to
us. Just as those pillars were with
them the Holy Spirit is with us as
believers today.

The Bible tells us im John 14:16,
“And I will pray the Father, and He
will mive you another Helper,' that
He may shide with you forever.”

In John 14:17, the Bible says, “tha
Spirit af rurh (Holy Spirizl, wham
rha warld canmot recenwe, becauze
it neither sees Him or nows Him_ "
Jesus tells us that He (Hely Spartd
eheailz with you and will be in you. ™
{Jobm 14: 17). In John 18, The Holy
Spirir is called our guide. Verse

13 says, "He (Holy Spiri) will
Eulde you inte aif fruth " According to Acts 2, the Hely Spirit gives us "power "

I believe my greatest need today is to be filled with the Holy Spint, what abont
yvou? Thank God for His presence! Thank God for His power! Praize (God for the
personal relstionship we can expenence with Him srounded in His Word!!

What I find interesting is that even thowgh they had the assurance of God's
presence with them they often pomared and complamed Unfornumately, they had
their eyes on their cdroumstances rather than on God. So, they did not ooy out in
prayer, instead they cried out o complaint What can we leam from theit expersi-
ence? I suggest four lessons leammed from their experience. They are:

1. What the pillar of clond by day and the pillar of fire by nizght was to them
the Holy Spirit is to us as believers.

2. Life's difficulties provide ns the greatest opporhanity to show others the
difference that Jesus makes in our lives.

3. When our focus is oo our circumstances rather than on Jesus, mummuring
and complaiming abounds. When our focws is on Jesus rather that our ciromm-
stances, peace is abways present.

4. Greater than the Bed Ses miracle is the miracle of salvation  JTesus Christ
chanmeaz ns from the inside. ont.

I close wath this thought fom Hebrews 1129
rhe Red Sea az by dry land. ™

God Bless Yoo

"By farch’ thay passed through

Ed Couser iz the pasior for the Burnsville and Erwin Hills Saventh-day ddventist
Chrrches. Previously he served churcher in Owtario (Canadal, New Tork, Kenmucky
amd Noweh Caroling. He also iz a refired Chaplan, Lieutenarn Codonel, haning spent
20 ywars in the US Afr Force. Pastor Couser, and his wife g 23 years, Carol o finr
adult chilgren: Maiizza, Eqylee, Meagn and Drew. He anjoyr sharing the love gf
Jezns and encouramng others fo prepare for Hiz zoon refurm.
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And it shall come to pass, if thou
shalt hearken diligently unto the
voice of the LORD thy God, to
observe and to do all his
commandments which I command
thee this day, that the LORD rhy
God will sef thee on high above all
nations of the earth:
Deuteronomy 28:1-68

For, brethren, y2 have been called unito libersy; only nse not liberty for an scca-
ston fo the fTesh, but by love serve one another. Galafians 5:13

Qe
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DT'S BLUE|RIDGE JAVAY icccream ! .

SOFFEE SHOPR'S CAFEg Sl 8

828-766-8008

169 Locust St. (Lower St)

Spruce Pine, NC
Closed Sunday
Go to Church

GRIFTFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Little Qur Of The Tay, But ALOT Less to Pay”

. Anrhonzed Jonsered,

I — T Redmay, & Imwostove
- Dealer

» Fertilizer » Sprayers
» Chemical » Fence Supplies
« Garden Seed » Drain Tile

» Red Max weedeaters * Pet Supplies
» Grass Seed

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC _ Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58@ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, little cinldren, and have evercome them:
becanse grearer 1s he that is in you, than he that is m the

world. 1 John 4:4

www. bremews . com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery Couniy Evenis:
Toby 20-22 Taly Fine Art § Master Crafis Festival Downtown Banner Elk
Azt 10-12 Fine Art and Master Crafts Festival Downtosn Bammer Blk

Buarle County

Burke County Chamber

Drementia Besource Suwmmit—September 21, 2013 at Sam-10am Begistration
10am -3pm Presentations Grace Ridze Betirement Community in Ervin Cormmrmmn-
nify Foom. For more info call Caron Tucker at 828-4466-1466 or Charity Elliott
at 828-5H0-8327

Sherri's School of Dance is excited to snnounce the first annosl 2018 STRM-
MER DANCE CAMPS WITH EESHA!

If you have any dsncers in your life ages 3 and up, pleass tell them sbowt the
sunumer carps! We will have lots of fon and do lots of dancing in many genres!
This is the parfact oppormumity for dancers to experience different forms of dance
o & creafive egvironment with dancers of all levals fioon beginner to advanced.
You can register online at wwnw shemisschoolofdance com/summercamps or in
person 3t Shemi’s School of Dance.

Please contact Eesha Michols at keshanicholsmyci@igmasil com or 6467899227
for additional questions and Information.

Catawha River Baptist Association - We heve an exciting mission opporanicy
for folks m our Association. Thers sre many people n the eastemn part of our
state who are still recoverimg from the devastation of bomicans Matthew. We are
takinz a group of workers Angust §-10, 2013 to do clesn-up and some constc-
tion in Tymberton, MC. This trip will not cost you anything s all supplies. lods-
mg, and food will be provided free of charpe.

If interested please call our CRBA office for more information and fo register.

World Changers (helping CRBA change Burks Covmiy one famdly at a fimie)
will be happening Tuly 16-21 and we need your belp. We need 12 additional
menwomen who will serve as Crew Chiefs for the tesms of students. These
folks should have some constroction skills. We also need 2 more chorches who
will prowide lnnch for a team Tuwesday throngh Frday. Lasily, we need churches
to help clean the school each moming after the students leave for work=ites. If
vom o your charch can help ns with any or all of these needs, please give us a
call st our CRBA office at 828-437-0137.

Catzwha Biver Bapiist Associztion

1=t Anomeal Toy Store Benefit Gol f Tournament
Juaker Meadows Golf Clab
Toby 14, 2018
Team: 5200 or 550 per Golfer

Captains Choice

Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
10 for two red tees. 510 for tore mullizans. Only two each player. Raffle will be

held for prize packagze.
Call Bev. Earl Cross to book a team or to sponsor a hole.
Home: 828-432-8502 Cell: 828-443-1723

If your church 15 doing WVEBS this year and you are looking for & great place
to zend the offerings collected, we may have the place for you. We are happy o
be parmering with Pastor Pandn Maddala of Victory Baptist Associztion as ha
works with pastors in India to reach commmnitiss for Jesus. Mpst pastors in India
pastor more than one church and they walk wherever they go. They are in need
of 100 bicycles to help 100 pastors take the Word of God from village to village.
The Catawha River Associztion is working to meet this need through the gifts
of churches and individuals. If you, your Charch, or Sundsy School class would
like to domate a bike (pedals for pastors) please send a check for 380 w CEBA
and put on the memo line “Pedals for Pastors™. Every dollar collected will be
sent to India and will be nsed w purchasa bicycles. Please send all donations to
1812 175 70 E., Morganton, HC.

We have an excifing mission opportunity for folks mn our Association. There
are many people in the eastem part of oor state who are stll recovering from
the devastation of humicane Matthew. We are taking a proup of workers Aumst
§-10, 2018 to do clean-up and some construction in Dumberton, MC. This trip
will not cost yon aoything as all supplies, lodzing, and food will be provided free
of charge.

If interested please call our CREBEA office for more information and to register

Hole Sponsars: $100

Antioch Bapfist Church-Toly 15-19, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. There will be
classes for all ages through adult

Burkemont Baplist Church-July 8-12, §:00 pm. to 8:30 p.m. There will be an
sdult class each nizht from §45 pm o T:45 pm_ in the Sanctary

East Valdese Baptict Church-Taly 28-Ansmst 1, 5200 pom. to 8230 pom. Family
night with fres dinner Awsnst 1.

Crilead Bapdint Chorch-August 12-15, 6200 pm. to 830 p.m Family cookout
on Wednesday mght.

Oakridee Bapdist Church-Foly 22-27, 6:00 pm. to 830 p.m Mes] provided
each night at 5-:00 pam.

Fleazant Hill Baptisi Church-August 5-10, 5:30 pm. to 8:30 pm. Classes for

Pre K throuzh 6th grade.

Walker Foad Baptist Church-Angast 12-146, 6:00 pm. o §:00 pm. Dinper fo be
served mghtly. Claszes for all ages throngh adnolt.

Zion Baptist Church-Angost 4, 1:00 pm_ to 2:30 pm_ {5 Burke United Chris-
tian Mmistries Thes will be 2 joint Bible School and vohmteers are nesded pleasa
contact Lor Matthews (@ zionbe secretary(@gmail com or call E28-437-3080 for
more informaton. School supplies will be collected to hand out to the children in
ariendance Flease bring donations to the CRBA office.

Aorganton Seventh-day Adventist-Burle Coonty

Julby 20-22, 2008 - Looking for a fresh, inspiring boost to your prayer ife? Come
and be revived with us &t the Sunumer Praver Femear at Fidgecrest Convention
Center with speaker/'concert pianist Kelly Moamer from Live at the TWell Dfinis-
meas.

Register at wwrw.carolinasda org or call Cindy at 870-510-8048 for more infior-
mation

Looking for a place to voluntesr and make a difference m your commnmiy?
God's Closet-Morganion needs voluntears to help set up for onr next FREE
shopping event If vom can belp with sef up and clothes sorting on Sunday, Tuly
2940 | for at least 2 hours betwesn @ am. and 2 pm., please call Janet Hardin at
B28-244-3876 or you can show up to volunteer that day 2t 2137 Tamestoam Boad,
Morganton, M.C.

The next God's Closet-Morganton FREE children’s clothes shopping event wall
be bald at the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church located at 2187 James-
town Bd, Morganton W.C. on August 3rd-Friday from 9:00 am_ - 12 noon Bntry
fee is only £1, and we provide the shopping hags for you! FREE childcare while
you shop. Each family will receive a pair of free brand new pajsmss snd brand
neyy umiform polo shirt while supplies last. Plesse visit, Like and Share our Facs-
book page: God's Closes-Morganton

Tovwn of Valdese Community Affairs & Toorizm

Tuly 13-Angnst 11, 2018: "From This Day Forward” Historic Cmtdoor Drams of
the Waldenses- tickets avzilsble for purchase at Fred B. Amphitheatre box office
or i the Old Fock School.

Tuly &- The Shakedown Band- Diance

Tuly 13- Tasom Lee McFinney- Comniry/Classic Fock
Tuly 20- Shelby Bae Moore- Vanety

Tuly 27- Angels Basterlme- Americans

Augpst 3- Carson Hill- ConntryBock/Folk

The Valdese Farmers MMarket has opened af its new location 2t the Old Rock
School Vendors will sef up and be ready to sell at 11am and will stay open motil
dpm on Fridays.

“We are excited 1o bring the Farmers Market to the Old Fock School front
lawn, skarsd Momizsa Anz Conommity Affairs Director for the Town of Valdese.
“We hope to increase visibility of the market and create 2 soomger nnmber of
regular shoppers with the new locaton.™

Fammners are invited to semp their produce nndernesth the large tree on the front
lawn begimming at 10:30am on Market Fridays. Fammers that are interested in par-
ficipating can dovwnload the vendor application at wvaldesemarket com

MicDowrell Conmty

Calvary Missionary Baphst Church - will be doong a very different VBS this
year We are taking VBS to the Kids! Sanarday Foly 14 from 8-12 we will set up
&t the Manon Flea hMarket on Business 221. I have spoken with the owner and he
is more than willing for us to do this. VES will be a walk in event, using video
leszons, coloring pages, workshests and persomal one on one attention we will
present Christ to everyone who comes, young and obd. I plan on offering 3 com-
mencement for Sunday the 15th chnng the morming service with 2 pizza lunch in
the fallowship hall for everyone I hope this will encourage families o consider
our church for their spimus] needs. Pray for us, pleass. We nmst hawe the moving
of God preparing the hearts of those who will be there on the 14th God knows
who they will be and what they will need. Thank yon!

CarePartners: Want to make 3 difference, touch lives, and fmpact your commmmum-
y? If 5o, several Volinteer opporiunities are available in the following positions!
Administratve Office Vohmteer, Patient Family Support Vohmteer, Bereaverment
Support Volontesr, We Honor Veterans Volunteer, Special Events Volontesr, and a
pewly added position, Pastoral Care Voluntser! For more imformation about these
positions, please contact CareParmers Hospice and Pallistive Care McDiowrell Vol-
unfeer Services Deparmment at E28-652-1318 ext 303, You can make an everlast-
ing impact with just a few hours of your time a wesk! Call today to leam maora!

Clinchfield Baptizt Church 1150 East Court Street will be having it wacation
bible school July 23-26.

Cross Unifed hMethodist Church - 2477 Sharing Food Paniry ai Cross United
Methodist Charch in Marion. The food s availzble for anyone in the coumty who
is in need and is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with no questions asked.
We do ask however that you take only what you need so ttems wall be left for oth-
ers who may be i need The church is bocated st 85 West Cross Sireet in Marion
just past Blue Fidze Temrace Apariments in the Cross Mill Connomity, Donations
of non-perishable food iems and gently used blankets are very nmch needed and

www. brenews. com
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can be dropped off at the pantry site or you may call 828-242-2008 or 828-260-
9257, If you wounld like to make a monstary donation, make checks payable to
Cross United Methodist Charch cfo of Susan Gossett, §6 Willis Drive, Marion,
H.C. 28732, Your continsed prayers for this owtresch ministry are very muach ap-
preciated!

Cross Memorial Baptist Chiorch VBS Rolling Fiver Rampage Tuly 20th- Augast
15t fipm - 8:30pm. For more mformation of o register please contact the charch
office at B2E-652-6315

Mitchell County

Bear Creel Baptist Church - Bear Cresk will be hosting the Bdwards Family for
1 singing on Faly 28th =t 10-45 am
Women's Prayer Breskfast Fuly 13th 2-00am =t DT s
Celebrate Becovery

This iz & Christ and Biblicsl Based Program, ziving hip and halp for men
women snd families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Tosh Wise)
385-0061

There will be 3 mesting every Thursday night with someone there o talk fo
men, wormen, and their famdlies Special program on fune 28t at the Charch.

Berry Chapel Baptist Church - VBS Tuly 14-18 &00-8:00 pm Family Might
znd Picnic Thursday Faky 19 600 pm.

Cabrary Chapel Asheville - Sproce Pine - Calvary Chapel Chorch in Asheville
E:punﬂumgnhm&f&ﬂmﬂupmdmhhﬂmdymﬁmeﬁm The fellowship
iz held on Tharsday evenings at 7:00pum at 79 Sean Dr. |'_E-;tatn-earu—nll']3mshy
Creek Bd). Call Jobn JTacksom TE0-T93-3700 for information and directions. And
bring your Bible.

Main Streef Spruce Pine - Ceniral Park— 4th of July Celebration, Tuly 4.—
Diowntown Sproce Pine Movies in the Park, Tuly 13, Ceniral Park BBC) &
Ehaegrass, Fuly 20-21, —-Fiverside Park Movies in the Park, Taly 27, —Ceniral
Park Mineral & Gem Fesoval, Ang 2-5 Grassy Creek —First Friday Concert, Aug.
3, —-Ceniral Park Empty Bowls Fundraiser, Ang 20— First Baptst Chorch First
Fridsy Concert, Sept. 7, —Central Park Fall Clean Up, Sept. 15, —Downtown
Spruce Pine Greenles Mapping Dixy, Oct. TED, --Downtown Spruce Pine Anfigue
Festival Chct. 13— Downtown Spmce Pine Potter's Market Oct. 13-14.— Cross
Streat Building Merchant Trick or Trest, Oct. 31, —Dowmtown Spruce Pine Srmall
Business Saturday, Mow. 24— Dosmtown Sprace Pine Kiwanis Christmas Parade,
Mo 24 — Dommioen Spruce Pine TRAC Studio Tour, Mov. 30-Dec. 2, Mitchell-
Yancey counties

For more mformation abont aoy of these events, call SPRIS ar B28-765-3008.

First Bapfist Church: 4th Annusl Pund Baiser Baptist Men Golf Towrnsment-—
Haole in One WEW CAR— July 7, 2018 830 Shotgun Start  Grassy
Creek Golf Conrse 565 each and mchades lnnch. Contact the chorch for more
infio.

VBS Taby 29th thr Awsast 2nd

Historical Seciety —uly 16th ar the Histornic Courthowse The topic will be the
Cloudiand Hotel, atop Fosn mountain on the MCTH lne, boilt in 1885 by Gen-
eral Jolm T Wilder The Clondland is the subject of the Historical Society’s 20138
Conmnemorstive Christmas Ornament, seventh in the semies. Omaments will be
gvailable for sala.

Crood News Bible Clubs: There will be a new chapter for Mitchell Yancey Avery
md McDowell Counties. Growth is always good. Traming dates for the new
voluntests is: Ang. 4th Burke and McDowell -Flemwood Baptist Chorch 9-3
Aug. 138th-Avery and Yancey County location to be aanonced 9-3.

Mitchell Connty Chamber
2018 Grassy Cresk Gem Show!

The 34th Annnal Grassy Cresk hMineral and Gem Show is put on by the Park-
way Fire and Fescue to raise money fior new equipment.

Orear 60 US and International dealers with slmost aoy kind of jewelry, zem-
stone and nuneral specimens, fossil, lapidary equiptnent and more you might
Wani.

Each booth is 20 feet by 40 feet so there are LOTS of iems for sale,

Parking and admission are free.

Food is availzsble.

Diates: Faly 28th to Ammost 5th

Hours: 10 to & daily with many vendors open earlier and later because they are
staying with their booth.

Address: 136 Majestic View, Sprmce Pine, NC 28777, This location is on the kil
sbove the previous location oo Hay 226 South.

Contact: Donna Collis collisdonna/@yaboo. com

B2B-765-5519. Mmjmgrasyﬂaakgemshﬂumg

The WC Mineral and (Gem Festival is one of the largest and lonpest moning
events in our area and it takes everyone to make it happen each year! Please con-
sider joimng our team 35 an event sponsor this year!

It takes nearly a bumdred volmteers to make this event kappen for onr commnm-
nity every vear! And it takes our great sponsors oo

Onr sponsors” support belps ns spread the word abont the event thronghout the
sputhenst to help bring more people fo the event and to our local businesses.

Email us for sponsorship information!

Penland School Discounts for Area Residents - Penland School of Crafts has
open spaces in its first sunuwer session available at kalf toitton to area residents.
The discount = avsilshle to residents of the following Wasterm North Carolins
coumties: Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Cherokee Graham Clay,
Haywood, Henderson, Jackson Macon, Madison RMMeDiowell, Bhitchell, Polk_
Bwmtherford Swain, Transylvamia, Watanza, and Yancey: and the following coun-
ties in Hast Tennegsee: Carter, Cocks, Greens. Tobneon Sallivan, Unicod and
Washinzteon. Beslar room and board charges apply, but stdewts are not required
to stay on campus. The two-week session nms May 27 through Fone 8 with spaces
in glassblowing, irom, metals, letterpress, print, textiles, and wood. The glasshlow-
inz workshop will focus on the basic techmigues for shapimg hot glsss. In the ron
smdio, students will lesm blacksoathing skills while making steal vessels. Metals
smdents will leam o fabricate n slumimim znd sdd color o the metal thronzh ao-
odizing. The letterpress workshop will cover typesefting, press operstion, woodot
printing. and making posters that combine text and images. Mext door in the pring-
making smdio, stadents will leam a vanety of intaglio techmigues znd then make
spme of their prmts mioe kites. The textiles workshop wrill focus on a radifional
Indizn dye-painting technique knoam as kalamkan And the wood workshop will
b= a1l abont desiFming and making rahles.

These workshops are open to shadents of amy =kill level: bepinners walcome.
Comiplete mformation is available in the workshops section of the Penland web-
site; woaw penland org. To enroll, call the Penland regisirar at §28-T65-2350, ext
1304, The Penland Standby Program offers discounts fo area residents who take
unfilled spaces in Penland classes shortly before the classes begin

Springmaid Mouninin: Equestrisn Camp July 10-13 20181

We are pleased to offer an Equestrian Diay Camp for niders of various skill
levels. Campers will work on general horsemanship, nding skills, wail work, and
equesirian arts and crafts projects. Campers will also perform their newly acqnired
skills for their friends and family on Friday. Camp will be held Toesday-Friday
B am wntil 1:00 pm Canyp iz §150.00 and is for children apes 8-14. For more
information please call E2E-765-2353.

Tiptom Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast, the first
Samrdsy each moath, 730 — 10:30 am, &t the old Methodist Chaoch, across from

Jerry's Siore. Come join us fior bomemade sansage, scrambled egzs, gravy, jellies,
juice snd coffee. Eat i or take-out, all funds support the Tipron Hill Commumnity

Foundation.

Women's Prayer Breakfast: If yvon would like to join 2 group of women who
zre dedicated to praying, leamming about God's will, and fellowshipping, come join
s for breakfast at OT's in Sproce Pine. We will be endimg by 10:00am. Crpen to
all-fior more nformation call Barbara Hamell at 828-467-3644 or email at har-
barahmbrenews.com. Foly mesting is 1361, at 2:00am.

Yancey County

Parfoway Playhonse is pleased to present Oliver! from Tume 340 - July 14.

CUTLINE FOR. OLIVER! The sireets of Victorian England come to life as
Oiliver (Faith Creech), 3 malnourished orphan, escapes to London and finds ac-
Cceptance amongst 3 group of penty thiewes and pickpockets. The musical, Oliver!
will nan June 30 through Foly 14 af Patoaray Playhouse. Tickets are available at
parkwavplayhonse com or by calling 8286824285

Partners Alirned Toward Health—Mitchell Tenwiz Camp Sizn TTp Form

W are happy to announce our Mitchell Tenms Camp schedula!

Tennis Camp will be beld Mondsy, Faly 16 through Wednesday, July 18. Join us at
the Brad Fasgan Courts for camp!

Ages 5-8: 2-10 AM

Ages B-15: 10K15-11:45 AM

You may also register by emailing briznns@pathwno org.

Sonth Estatoe Baptist Church - Women's Bible Study Group, Steps, ai Sowth
Estztoe Baptist Clhuorch.  Sumdays at §pm bepinming MMay 20th throngh Angust
5th Leam the steps of bow to re-align yonrsalf with Christ Becower redemption
through a right relationship with the Father, Son & Holy Spint  Let (God mest
you where you are throngh every stuzele, every dronmstance, every relatonship,
soyihing. The heart of the problem is the problem of the heart. Fecover what is
lost or broken. Let God meet you where you are. All ladies are welcomes, and
you can stll come if you nussed 2 class. Contact Haley Johnson - 284-8280

ANNUAL BENEFIT ART AUCTION
SATURDAY, JULY 7

Bumsville Towm Cenisr

Mow Accepting Artist Donations

Please call B28.682.7215 or email Kate

ASAP (Appalachian Sustainable Agriculinre Project), in parmership with
Duke University World Food Policy Center, University of Worth Caroling Cen-
ter for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, and MAHEC, will present the
Heslthy Eating in Pracoice Conference Angust 36-20_ 2018, at the Omni Growve
Park Inn. Daphne Miller, MDD, author of Farmacolozy, will give a keynote ad-
dress on the intersection of fanning, food, and health.

comfinued on page 10

warw. brenews com
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Flnanmal Stralghtv]‘alh
www.davesays.org

by Dave Ramsey

Diear Dave,

My parents have always been bad with money, and recently they lost their
home to foreclosure. They foumd another place to live, and they both work, bt
since the foreclosure my dad has been ssking mes for money on A regular basis. He
tries fo make me feel puilty, and he calis or asks me to come over to talk ahout it
when my mom i=n’t hoome. He even asked for half of the bopus I received at work
the other day. I kncwr they need belp, ut I'm not sure what to do.

Eli

Diear Eli,

I can tell vou lowve your parents, becanse vou're looking for the best way to help
them. I think your brain knows what to do, but your heart is baving a hard time
doing it

The first thing you're gomg to have to accept is your father is being very ma-
nipulative right now. Put an end to these private meetings and phone calls once
and for all. If he wants to talk, make sure be understands it will only happen with
your morm in the room.

Second. understand there's nothing wrong with belping your folks get back
on their fest. However, any financial belp you give them shonld be temporary in
nature, and it shonld be a gift. Don®t get invohed in giving them money every
maath just because they raised you. That's not how this works. When you per-
manently subsidize someone, you take away their dizmiry. You also change their
status, and compromise thedr ability to stand on their own two feet.

In remam you should ket them know you expect them o work toward changing
their financial behaviors with the belp of a quality financial coumselor — one with
the heart of & teacher. Ii's often difficnlt for parents to accept advice and sugmes-
nons from their owmn children bt it's for their own meod. 5it dowm with them and
pantly lat them knowar howr monch yvon care, and how mnch you want better, happier
lives for them

od bless you all, EL.

—Diave

Dipar Diave,

I"ll be receiving my income tax refund soon. It will be enonzh to completely
payv off my two smallest debts or gef my starer emerzency fund of 51,000 for
BEaby Step 1 m place. What should I do?

EBrandy

Dipar Brandy,

I lorve thar you're excited shout nsing your refimnd to start the Baby Steps, and
begin gaining contral of your finances. But we call the beginner’s emergency fumd
Baby Step 1 for a reason.

Bad things can happen while you're working to get out of debt. That's why I
want peopke to get a little money set aside before they start Baby Step 2, which is
the debt spowhall. What if the altermator on your car goes out, or your refrigerstor
dies? Life happens, and things go wrons. When this kind of smff pops up, and you
don't have any money set aside, you're likely to quit the plan and wind op going
even deeper into debt.

I kmow you want to get out of debt. I want vou to ger out of debt, oo, But I
want you to stick with the plan, and actnslly get out of debt, mstead of fallmg off
the wagon the first fime you hit 2 ump in the road!

—Diave

Dave Ramsey is CEQ of Ramsgy Solutions. He kas authored seven best-selling
books, ncluding The Total Meney Makeover: The Dnve Ramzay Show is heand
By more than 13 million listenars each weak on 355 radio stations and multple

digtial plagrms. Follow Diee on the web at daveramagy. com and an Twifter af
i@ DaveRamzey.

Have u sufe und huppv

4th of July
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Enjoying Everyday Life

The #1 Key to Having Peace
By Joyce Meyer

Pazce is an amazing gift God offers us. I konow what
it"s like to Live without peace —upset most of the me,
ancgipus, fearfinl and womied. It's miserable! Since I've dis-
coverad how o live with God’s peace, I will do anything I
need to do o have it.

We have to mnderstand the valwe of peace if we're going
o hawe it. Because if vou think it's really no big deal to lose your temiper, worry,
be streszad-ont or upset all the thme. veu won't do what you need to do to live
with peace.

I think it"s interesting that one of the last things Fesus told His disciples before
His crocifixion was about peace. John 14:27 (AME) says, "Peace I laave with
you, My [perfect] peace I give to you, mof as the world gives do I give fo yor. Do
ma let your heart be troubled, nor fet it be qfraid. [Let My perfect peace calm you
in @vary circumstance and gna you courage and stmensth for every challemge ]

In Fohm 20:19, “Peace fe you!™ is the first thing Jesus said to His disciples
after His resummection Verse 21 says, “Then Jesus said to them azain, “Fegce fo
you...."" Notice the word “agzin ™
He nmast hawe wanted them to
realize how Important it was to
maintain their peace.

Take 8 moment to think sbout
how much peace vou bave Do you
WoITy, get upset or fesl sressed-out
aften? Many people do._. but that's
not the way God wants us to live.

A lot of Christians pray for God
o give them peace, but they need
io realize that as believers in Christ, they already have His peace. We need to pray
for God o help us leamn bhow to walk in peace.

Philippians 4:6-7 (AMP) says: "o not de anxious or worried about amithing,
bt i everyihing fevery circumsiance and stmuatton] by prayer and patiiion with
rthankzgiving, contivue fo make vour [pecific] requests Inovwn fo God. And the
peace of God [that peace which mearcures the heart, that peace] which franzcends
ali understanding, [that peace which] stands guand over your hearts and your
miamds i Cheist Jesus [iz yours]”

We can learn a lot about how to pray powerful, effective prayers by smadving
Scrpiare. Instead of praving for peace, notice that in Philippians the apostle Paul
is encouraging believers to tmost God in every crcumstance 5o they can have His
peace &s they go through challenges.

If we don't have peace and we want it, we have 10 be ready to make some
changes. The world around us probably isn’t gong to change, s0 we need 1o
change our approach to life. We need to make a conscions decision to tmast God in
every area of our lives, every day.

We're called believers, and that's what we're supposed o do: Balieve God!
When we trust Hirn, we enter His rest and can enjoy our lives.

Years ago, [ remember when God helped me to leam this lesson as I smdied
James 4. In verses 1-4, we see what causes guarrels, siife and disconfentment.
Verse 2 (WLT) says, “ Fou want what you don thave, so you schema and Rl fo gat
it You are jealous gf what others haee, buf you can T get i, 50 you fght and waee
war fo fake if away from them. Tet yor don ¥ have what you want Decause o
dan T ask God for "

Wow?! This is basically sayinz. “You want something, so yon sirive to ger it
your way of make it happen oo your owm, buat it doesn’t work. If vou would just
ask Me, I would help youn. ™ If's important to point out here that God won't just
zive us anything we ask for He loves us and wants what's best for ns, and when
w ask for things that are in His plan and purpose forns, He will zive them to us.

Tused to think I wantad a lot of things that ended up making me miserable afier
I managed to zet them. But once I stared giving up my will and asking God to
do what He wants to do in my life, [ experienced pesce and contentment that I"'d
never knowmn before

It was so fresing for me to zive up trying to o my own Llife and instead foons
oa seeking God and musting Him to give me what He wants me o bave. Psahm
374 (AMP) says, “Dalight yourself in the Lord, and He will grve you the desires
amd patitions gf vour heart”

I want to stronghy encourage you today to purposely choose to sesk God and
delight yvourself in Him before myone or anythine else in your life. He is the
Spurce of love, joy and peace. And you’ll live in peace as vou live i Him!

For more on this fopic, order Joyoe's fmar-teaching T series How to Attack
Anxiety. You can also contact us to receive our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday
Life, by calling (8000 7272673 or visiting wWww, joyT emeyer olg.

Joyce Meyer is 2 New Yook Times bestselling suthor and foumder of Foyce Meyer
hiimisimies, Inc. She has anthored more than 100 books, including BATTLEFIELTY
OF THE MIND and LIVING A LTFE YOU LOVE {Hachetie). She hosts the En-
joving BEveryday Life radio and TV programs, which air on bundreds of stations
worldwide. For more information, visit www joyCemeyer olg.

Please note: The views and opinions expressed thronshout this publication and!
or website are those of the respective awthors and do not pecessanily reflect those
of Joyre Meyer Mindstries.

Jovce Meyar iz a New York Itmes bestelling author and fumder of Jovee MWeper
Afimiziries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 boolks, including Bartlgfield of
the Mind and Overload: How fo Unpiug, Uwwind and Unleash Tourse(f from the
Pressure gf Stress (Hachetie). She hosts the Exjoying Everyday Life radio and TF
programs, whick air on hundreds of stafions worldwide For more fjformation,
VST WHWW OV CaTHE VY OrE.

Chasien thy sem while there iv hope, and lar mor tiy soul spare for hiv crying.

Proverbs 19:18
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

2022255401
warwmesdows howse pow

For the second smaight year, Gow. Cooper vetoed the budzet s=nt fo him for approval by the General Assembly. Senste and House
Bepublicans overrode the govemor’s veto of a sound, fiscally responsible 5232 hillion updated budget. The governor, along with most
Senate Democrats, favored his own proposed budzet which wounld have wiped out our current half-billion dollar surplos and imposed
a 470 mullion deficit for the next year. His proposed udget acmally imchaded a tax increase that would have negatively impacted
hardworking families and $0,000 small usinesses n our state.

Senate Bill 99 - Corrent Operations Appropristions Act of 2018 makes adjustments to the budget that was fully discwssed, debatad,
and passed during the six-month period of last year’s long seszipn. The adjusted budzet contrels the growih of government spending
with 2 nearly four percent overall mcrease. A few of the highlights inchdes-

* Funding more thean 3200 million for raises for state employess including 8 2 percent permianent raise for most state employees; an
average § percent pay increase for State Highway Pamol troopers; 2 4 percent increase and shift differential pay for comectional of-
ficers; and §15 million for safety and security npsrades I state prisons.

= Prowiding close to an additional § 700 million for public education, imchudimg an average 6.5 percent raise for teachers.

Aly Amendment to Audit the Special Counsel

Recently, the House passed mry amendment fo require financial oversight of special counsals, including the Musller investigation.

The amendment would re-establish a law that was repealed in 2010, requiring a semiznmual Government Accountability Office (GAD)
review of Independent Counsels—or specifically, a financial andit of the expendimres special connsels use from the funds they receive
from Congress. When the audit is complete, the GAD would be required to submir its findings o Congrass,
Special Counzals including Robert Musller, wonld be considered as Independent Conmssl for the purposes of the andit.
This is 3 biz win for taxpavers. A special counsel shonld not be able fo spend millions of taxpayer fumds withowt being transparent abont
where that money zoe:. Americans need to know where their money is being spant.

Amendment to Bepair Infrastructure

I've heard from many of you over the last several months about making sure we fix our imfrastmeciure system. 5o last week, in re-
gponse to your concems, I offered an amendment to address it—and the amendment was inclhuded in the Water Besources and Develop-
ment Act of 2018, The amendment passed the House

Tt directs the federal government to priontize the maintenance and repair of existing mifrastmicnre in America o make sure we im-
prove its reliahility and safety.

Mew imvestments and projects are worthhile, bt it doesn't do ns moch geod if coombling reads, bridges, and waterways aren't
repaired first. We should forns on the peeds of the existing infrastreciure system uwp front so that taxpayers are best served with their
MODEY.

Demanding a Second Special Counsel

It is fime for Americans to bear the troth about what happened at the Diepartment of Tustice on thedr faxpayer dime_ both before and af-
ter the 2016 presidential election It is time for sn independent investizator to review the case—aone who will not be pressured or swayad
by partizan politics.

Led by Conzgressman Lee Zeldin (B-MY), several of my colleagnes and I renewed our call for 2 second special connsel. We introduced
a resolution and are calling on Congress to put it to a vote. Enongh with the stonewalling and obstmcton from the DOT.

NC Senate District 47

= Estahlishing the GREAT (Growing Faral Bcopoonic with Access to Technology) program o address broadband meeds in mral areas Sen_ Ralph Hizse
of our stata. Ralph Hise@inc] i
= Adding $161 million to our state’s ramy day fimd, which we've built to an all-time high of 32 billion, ensuring we're well prepared 9197333460

for the mext natural disaster or economic dowmnimm.

= Cufting %1.5 billion in taxes — 90 percent of taxpayers will either pay less or pay oo state personal income tax art all.

Some highlights for Health and Human Services appropristions, of which I am Senate chair, inchade;

= Setting aside §5 million for the new Broughton Hospital, adding 85 beds and creating up to 159 staff positions.

= Increasing the Child Care Subsidy amoumt for children age birth through 5 years of age in child care centers and homes rated 3, 4,
and % stars in Tier 1 and Tier 2 counties.

= Beduring the Child Care Subsidy Waitlist through provision of nearly $20 mullion in federal block grants to serve an esomated 3700

addirtomal children.

» Funding orver 518 million for 3525 new pre-K slots — including a plan to eliminate 100 percent of the smre’s waitlist for at-risk chil-

dren by 2021.

= Allocating an exira $8.5 millicn from the Low-Income Enerzy Assistance block grant to assist with hesting hills for the alder]ly and

dizabled citizens.

Coe tadzet update that should please teacher assistants eniployed in BcDrowell, Mitchell, and Yancey counties who are interested

i achieving teacher hicensure is the Teacher Assistant Tuition Feimbuarsement Program. This “TA to Teacher™ program provides up to
5 teacher assistants, in each of the desiznated counties, miton assistance awards for pan-time or fioll-ome couwrsework toward teacher
Licensure st an instimton of higher education.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state govenument by emailing me at ralph hize(@ncleg.net or call-
ing me at $19-733-3450.
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o Honcze ped Seuate Bill 323 on Foidey, which wonld epend exity voine .- SN IO RS e ThIctricr 118

If signed by Gow. Foy Cooper, The Uniform & Expanded Early Viting Act wonld
mcrease the munber of days and nuonber of hours available for early voting The bill landed on the govemnor's desk on Friday, so we

will see if he decides to agree or dizagres with expanded early voting.

If the hill becomes law, it will increaze the total number of early votinge days from sixteen-and-a-half to seventeen . It will also -
crease the total nomber of early voting hoars.

Under oarreat law, early wotng across Morth Careling is not uniform. There may be an early vwoting location that opens at 8:30 am.
in one precinct and ooe m another precimct that opens at %00 am. Those same locations may close at different dmes as well

Alsp under cuorent law, early voting locatens tend to onby be open during bours when most Morth Carolinians are at work — except
oa Ssturdays.

Senate Bill 325 would require all early woting locations in our state o be open foom T am. to 7 pamn.

The bill would also remove the last Samrday of early voing so elections administraters may prepare for the mosh of woters on Elec-
tion Dray. Local boards of efections would stll have the option to offer Saturday voting on earlier Samardays,

Az predictably as the sun will mse tomomow moming, opponents of the bill clann it is meant to suppress and disenfranchise minoity Rep}.ﬁchﬂ!ﬂhuﬂl
voters. I hope they contimae to make such basalpss claims agamst Fepublican elections bills (and they will) — theit claims only further
devvalue their credibility. 919-T33-53732

It i= nnportant o note here that 3 175, District Conart judze ruled oor 20013 voter Law constintional only to have 3 U5, Appeals Court
claim the law rargeted African Americans "with surgicsl precision.” The dizapresment between courts was heading to the 115, Suprems
Court for adjndication before Gow. oy Cooper and Attomey General Tosh Stein asked the Supreme Court to not bear the matter.

Cooper and Siein got a decision they wanted, and they stopped the judicial process in its racks. You can't make this souff up.

I, for one, believe more early votng ome deliversd more consistently is good for Morth Carelina. It will be
interesting to see bow the far-Left and the media (is there a difference?) spin such 3 comnmon-sense bill for

4-H student visits office

I enjoyed sitting down and talking with 2 wonderful young man this week from Yancey County, EKyler
Glover

Eyler was participating in a 4-H program that brings sedents from acress our state to Faleigh to get a first-
hand look at how state povernment finctions. If yon get 3 chance to talk with Eyler, T think vou'll see what T
saw: & young man with 3 good bead on his shoulders who has 3 great fisure ahead of im

10 Diays Untl Crucial Conservation Fund Expires

Tust @ fewr days from wow will mark 100 days until cne of the most successfinl conservaion programs in our nation’s history expires. For the last 54 years, the Land
and Water Conssrvation Fund has belped preseme, mamtam and protect our coumntry s besutiful outdoors for the neect generation. Countless parks, critical watersheds
and wildlife refupes spammimg all 50 states benefit from this great program.

Parhaps the best mews is that the Land and Wiater Conservation Fund does all of this at no exira burden to you because it relies solely on royalties from offshore oil
and gas lessing revermes. Mot 8 cent comes from your taxes.

In Morth Carolina, the Land and Witer Conservation Fond has helped protect reasures like the Great Smokey Mounfains, the Bloe Fidzs Parkway, and Cape
Lookont Matonal Seashore. And that hist kesps zrowing! Fast this week, the Secretary of the Interior announced that $1.5 million from the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund would be distmbated to Morth Carelina’s stateside program to go toward hailding and mamtaiming fecal and state recreational areas. From the Appalachian
Mountains 1o the Cuter Banks, Morth Carolins is home to a vast array of wildlife and wilderness that adds fo the rchness of our state, and we need this program now
muore than ever.

This week, I was also bonored to be recopnized by the Matonal Andubon Society for their Conservation Hero Award. I'm proud o work with them on critical con-
servation issues, inclnding ensuring the LW CF is around for another 50 years. We all have 3 responsibility to protect and preserve our besatiful coumiry and itz wilder-
ness o that our children and grandchildren can enjoy it for generations to come.

NC Senate District 46

The legislative short session began on Wednesday, May 16, and things got off to 2 busy star, with many updates related to the state
tnadget, plans for a fifth consecntive teacher pay raise and new tools to recmit jobs and capifal investment to our state.

2018 Stare Budget Becomes Law

Afier the Senate affimmed its support of the 2018 tudzer last week, the House followed swit on Tuesday, ovemding Gov. Cooper's
veto of 3 budget that delivers a fifth consecntive teacher pay raise while providing major fax relief to hardworking families and job-
creating busineszes,

For the second siraight vear, the budzet became law without the sipnanme of Gov. Cooper who contimmed to push elements of his
budgzet proposal while refusing to acknowledze the almost $470 million tndzet deficit= his proposal would create. It is deeply concem-
mg to me o see how out of touch Gov. Cooper is with the needs of the citizens of Worth Carolins.

Semate Paszes Bill to Beduce Testing Ensure Low-Income Students Have Access to Advanced Courses

Hoth the Senate and the Houss passed legiclation this week that takes steps to reduce the testing burden on stodents in Morth Caralina Sen. Warren Diamel
and helps provide additional leaming oppartunities to thousands of children from low-income families across the state. Waren Daniel @ncleg net
Honse Bill 988 directs the state Superintendent of Public Instmaction to stody and make recommendstions on ways o redoce local 919-715-T823

testing for students from Einderzarten through merelfth grade.

The General Assembly is dedicated to Improving ouwtcomes for siudents in Morth Caroling, and after istening to teachers from around
the state who are concerned that top mmach tme is spent on testing, we hope that this bill is a first step towards redacing that testing
arden.

The bill also makes changes to how students are enrolled in advanced math courses by directing that amy stodent in prade 3 or above
who achieves a "superior "score on their end-od-prade marth test will awtomatically be enrolled in an advanced math course the follow-
IME yedr

These changes come after an investirston by the [Faleigh] News and Observer and Charlotte Observer<: last year found thousands
of low-income children who achieve "superior” marks on end-of-grade tests are more likely to be exchoded from advanced classes than
their peets from families with higher incomes.

CGeneral Assembly Passes Senate Bill 335, Smdy Fair Treatment of Student Athletes

I am pleased that we were ghle finally send this good hill to the Governor's desk for his signature. Oneer the past yvear since indtial
approwal of 5335 by the Senate, many stories have been brought to ory attention that reinforces the need for this commission to be
convened The Commission will be charged fo take a look at a2 myriad of isswes related o health care, academics, representation, com-
pensation, and quality of academic instruction. The Commission will be chaired by Lt. Governor Dan Forest. 5335 is also the bill that
contains budget technical corrections.

Az always, if I may be of assistance o you, please contact my Faleigh office via phone or email It is a pleasure to serve you in the
gSLafe Senate.
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Burke County Schools

BE‘P&ﬂlass of 2018 Secures More
Than $ 5 Million in Scholarships

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke Couniy

Burke Coumty Public Schools gradusted nearly 200
students this vear. What's next for the class of 2018 varies
from a four-year college or university, & two-year com-
oty college, a certificate program, entering military
service or gomg soraight into the workforce. For those mo-
ing on to conbnne their education, the class of 2018 m BCPS secured nearly $8.23
million in scholarskip money before kigh school sradustion.

Parron High School seniors received more than 52.1 mdllion.
Dranzhin High School seniors received 52,04 million.

E=zst Burke High School semors received 51.97 million.
Freedom High School sendors received 5159 million.

Burke Middle College seniors received $526,000.

Hallyburton Academy seniors received §2,500.

Burke County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Lamry Pumam said, “This
total blows me away. I am so prond of all of our gradestes for taking that impaor-
tant walk across the stage and securing that precious high school diploma. T chal-
lenge all of cur graduates o not stop there and to keep pursing an educstion and
their dreams. For those going on to higher education, and for those who recaived
scholarships o help pay for it, that is 3 total of $8.23 million less debr for those
imcoming freshman and their parents. This dollar amenant is aciually higher if yon
factor in maming and benefits our graduates entering the military will receive for
contimuing education. I look forward to following all the sreatmess the class of
2018 will accomiplish and I wish them the very best as they begin their careers
and embark on this next new jouwmney.™

Parents learn gbout duwal imomersion lansuage program

Five-year-old David Stockham speaks one lanpuaze at home. iz leaming
American Sipn anmuage at preschonl and has the opportumity, along with 49
other rising kindergarten students, to leam another lanpuaze at hloumtaim View
Elementary School. David, his mom, dad and younger brother were at the Olive
Hill Besource Center on Wednesday, Tune & to leam more about the duzl lanmage
immersion program Burke County Polblic Schools will start in Angust.

Dravid’s meomy, Jessica Stockham, said, “We have worked a lot with him on kin-
dergarten readiness, and we don’t believe in restmicting him. We would rather him
be challenged when he stars kindergarten and continue to grow at the pace he is.”

The Stockbhams have tes o McDowell County, which has 3 year-round dual
lanFuagze immersion proeram that David wonld be elizgible for, bat now that Jes-
sica teaches in Burke County, they are interested n enrolling Diavid in the Global
Immerzion Acaderyy st Mountain View Elementary School Kindetgarten students
at the Global Immetsion Acadenty will leamn 50 percent of the ime in English and
50 percent of the mme in Spamish.

Burke Coumty Public Schools Dhirector of Elementary Education Earen Anton
and Coordinator of English Language Learners Lanmie Simpson shared the viston
SEISign.

Simpson said 19 percent of Burke
County Public Schools stadents speak
& languape other than English ar home,
which is two percentape points higher
than the state sverage In Burke Coun-
tv schonls, there are 26 other native
lanFuages spoken in students” bomes
besides Enzlizh. In Burke Comnty, 805
percent of students spesk English at home, 13.2 percent of speak Spanish at home
and 4.7 percent speak Hmong at bome. Other common languages mchide A guacs-
teco, Mayan and Lao,

Simpson said for mnltilingmal smdents, the process of leaming a native lan-
znage at home is natural, unkike the process for adalts who took 2 foreign lan-
zmage in high school or college where the focus was on granumar miles and verb
conjugatons. She quoted Wayne
Thomas and Virginia Collier, experts
on dual lanpuaze schooling, who
say, “The key to mafural languags
sCquisition is to use the lamgrages for

Global Immersion Academy mntends
to do just that by having stodents leam
languagze through confent and content
throuzh language.

Students in the dual langnzze pro-
gram will leam the standard course of smdy continwously in both lanrueages. For
example. a teacher may start a8 math lesson in the morning in English and finish
it in Spamnish in the afternoon. The teacher will not repeat the same ingmiction
in both lansuames. The poals are biliteracy, hilingualism prade level academic
schievement and cross-culiural competsnce.

Simpson zaid in choosing textbooks, the Global Immersion Acadenny will look
for books written in the nafive language and not books that bave been rans-
lated from English to Spanish or vise-versa. Simpson gave mursery rhymes 35 an
exampla Morsary thymes written in authentic text belp stadents leam langmage,
cultore and history, but they do not franslate well into other languages.

The dual language inmmersion classes also will use smdent modeling a5 a learn-

ing technique. Mamve English speakers will model and help the non-native Eng-
lish speakers in the class when the smudents are lesmning in English Om the fip,
when the sdents are lesming in Spamish the native Spanish speskers will model
for the non-native Spanish speakers. Simpson said it is empowering for students
1o be able to teach their peers this way.

Burke County Public Schools is working in parmership with Participare on the
duzl lanmmage imumersion program. The information night allowed the Stockhams
and other parents to talk with a Participate representative, ask questions about the
program visit different statons to see sample textbooks and ourmiculum and to
mest Monntain View Elementary School Principal Charles Williams and A z=istant
Prinripal Lesmna McEinney:.

Burke County Public Schools Superintendsnt Dir. Larry Pumam szid, “We are
exxcited to offer this opporiumity to siudents entering elementary school and o be
ahle to give parents a choice. After our board visited the dual language prosram
in McDowell County and researched the options, they saw that in opening 3 new
elementary school i wonld be the perfect timing for our cam Global Immersion
forward to working with them on this endeavor. It is one more way we are belping
students find their niche and get them excited sbout learnimg.™

If vou have a rising kindergarten stdent and are interested i the dual languaze
imrmersion program at houmtsin View Elementary School, applications are due
by Monday, JTone 25, Students will be selected throngh a lottery process. If youn
live putzide of the Movntam View district and get accepted, the school system will
waive the tramsfer fee for your kindergarten student snd siblings. The kinderparten
students will stay in the program through the fifih zrade and each year a new co-
hort will be added in kinderzarten. Visit www burke k12 nc os for an application.

Youngz archer places second in world competition

Ten-year-old HMatalie Bell has
tzken the archery world by storm.
The rising Fay Childers Elementary
School fifth grader placed second ina
world archery toumament on fune 9.
Matalie competed im the 2018 Mational
Archery in Schools Program Wordd
Toumament i Lowisvills, Eentocky,
amid with 3 soore of 285, che rame in
sacundmﬂﬂﬁumlealmtuydm—
sion. While she was second out of G146
elementary girls, she was first out of 262 fourth-grade girls and 338t overall ot of
2,362 elementary, middle and hizh school zirls. Heading into the world touma-
ment, Matalie was ranked Mo. 1 in the nation in her bracket for scoring 293 out of
300 poimts af the national championships in May.

Hatalie is the daugher of Clint and Allison Bell Clint is a game warden and Al-
lisom is the Burke County Program Coordimaror for Healih-e-Schools, 3 program
of the Center for Fural Health Innovation. Climt is a bow hunter and knew abouat
the schoo] archery program through work. He had gotten Watalie a kid's bow and
arrow set when she was youmger. but she didn’t get seriows about the sport wunfil
her PE teacher, Mike Steele introduced her and fellow sudents to archery in PE
class. The young archer surprised everyone with her archery skills, inchading
Steele, and she made the Bay Childers archery team as a third grader

Matalie zaid of archery, “It is a lot of fun. I like the spirit of competition. MMr
Steele is 3 great coach and is good at motvatineg us and encouraging as.”

To keep ber skills sharp, Iatalie said she practices five times a week for about
30 minutes each time. Allison said ker danghter seems to shoot better n competi-
ton.

She said, “She was shooting really well ar nationals and shot her personal best.
shooting s high as she shot for nationsls. She works better under pressurs.™

HMatalie azrees. She zaid, “T do better when I'm challenged ™ (Goimg into the fifth
grade, Matalie said she is open to helping out new archery teammates next year.
Her advice to them is to stay focused and try hard.

Clint said the sport kas been good for the Bell family and his daughter. He said,
“Archary is 3 really good program. It's been good for our family watching IMatalie
compete. Tio see her dedication and hard work as a 10-yesr-old and to see her
practice and keep up with bomework, she’s dedicated ™

Burke County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Lammy Pumam said, “Con-
eramlanons to Matalie. We are prowd of her and honored that she has represented
Burke Couniy Public Schools well on both the national snd international level.
The archery program has been 3 fantastic addition to our elementary schools,
and I contimne to give bMike Steale credit for bringing it to Burke County Pablic
Schools. It teaches not only the skill of shooting 3 bow and ammow, but alse, like
other sports, sportsmanship, teamwork, respect, self-discipline and goal seming.
Students also get a little bit of gecmetry in there, too. [ am pleased we are sble to
offer 3 vanety of programs in our schools. Our smdents, like Matalie, have undis-
covered falents that may not surface until they are exposed to something new.™

Cheryd Shyffer is the Pubiic Relations Qfficer for the Burke Couniy Public School
Syatem.
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Overcrowding
By Patricia Beam
Mitchell County

MCAF Operating Far Above Maxionum
Capacity — In Diite Meed of Community Faster
Homes For Kittens

Airchell County Animal Bescue is reach-
ing out to the conummity asking for assistance
during a populaton explosion of sbandoned and
unwanted puppies and kittens. “We are above
maximnum shelter capacity, currently caring for
75 cats and kittens and 31 dogs and puppiss,”
An overflow of 5 puppies and 16 kittens are
being housed in five different ares foster homes,
Plus, there is a two-week waiting list for more
kiftens to be swrendered. ““We just don’t hawe the room or the resources to handle
thiz deluge of monwanted anmmalz. We need help in order to bomanly and levinghy
serve these pets. ™ adds Mds. Heam

Spaying mnd neutering pets, especially fres roaming cars, is crifical to conral-
ling the wraanted pet population. Just one unaliered female cat and her offspring
can produce 400,000 cats in their lifetime! Twice a week, MCAR holds low cost
spay and neuter clinics, making the service affordable for everyone. The cost is
540 for dogs and fernale cats and 543 for male cats. Babies and distemper shots
just 510 each. MCAF. invites everyome to participate in these bow Cost proerams,
and will even waive their camier fees to encourage people to signup. This is so
important for all amimals bt especially free roaming cats. A cat that has been
fiored is a much bealthier car. It is also a common myth that a spayed or newtered
cat will not bumt as well a5 an onaltered cat, but in fact, the opposite is e It
acmally improves their linfing abilities. a5 cats are not distracted with finding
2 mate and having kittens, but rather honting mice. This is great mews fior those
people who keep free roaming cats 35 monsers.

This gverload of pets in the shelter is really tsking a toll, and BMCAR. is ask-
would be willing to take a Llitter of kittens
into their home umtil oldar ones can be fivad
and adopted,” says Paimicia Beam. MCAF.
will pay for all the food, litter and veterinary
care of the animals, the foster families will
provide the lowe and snugeles these kittens so
desperately need MCAR 15 also completely
depleted of everyday care supplies and are
currently accepting domations of: non-chomp-
ing clay cat litter, clumping cat litter for foster
homes, short cardboard box bottoms as used
under cans of soda, bleach, Dawn dish soap,
sanifizing wipes, pet food, Hills Science Dihist
fond for shelter dogs & cats, mnd lsundry
detergent. Monetary donations are also very
nmch needed to fix a public or shelter cat, and
can be made on the shelters website at warw,

mitchellconntyanimalrescue.org, by phone or
by check to their mailing address of PO Box

308, Spruce Pme M, 28777

Interssted in adopting a kitten? We have
many, 5o many, undles of love to chopse
from, avzilable for just 3 510 adoption fee that
inclndes spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip,
dewnorming, and starter bag of food! For more
CuTent overcrowding siniation, or our need
and how you can belp, please contact Mitchell
County Animal Fesowe at 828-T85-6032, view our Facebook page, or visit our

webzite at www.mitchellcountyanimalrescoe org.

About Mitchell County Animal Rescoe

hiirchell County Animal Fescue Inc (MCAR), located in Spruce Pins. iz 3
not-for-profit humane orpanization devoted to the rescue and care of abandomed,
neglected, sbused and otherwise nmnwanted animals in Mirchell County, HC.
Although we are a small shelter with limited resources, we are highly dedicated
o our commmnity and we sirive to offer as many programs as our bedget will
allow mnchading: adoptions, mtake of sivay aod sumendered pets, lost and found,
cruelty investigations and prosecution assistance, low-cost spay/Denter proErams,
low-cost rabies clinics, pet food banks and comomnity education. We are a vibrant
parrufmmmmmityanﬂmprmﬂufﬂmﬁctdmtmhﬁemﬂmﬂm-knﬁr
of the Year Award from the Mitchell Chamber of Commerce for the Last four
consecuiive vears. We currently operate with § staff members, 60 regular shelter
vohmteers, 3 @ member Board of Directors, sand 2 vetermarians who work closely
with our staff at 2 reduced cost Our Executive Director, Patricia Beam  has been
with MCAR since 1998, where she started as 3 volanfeer. She also serves as the
County Commissioner appointed Crueliy Investgator for Mirchell Country, WC
working closely with local law enforcement. We have 22 dog keanels, 4 of which
can bold multple dogs in cases of mothers with liters or bonded dogs who should
remnain together, We also have a special catf area with 39 cages, many of which can
also hold nmltple cats who enjoy company. In addition 1o the space at our facility,
we have an active foster program with 5 homes participating. Wisit www.mitchell-
couniyanimalrescue org t0 find owt how you can join us n our work.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7-00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community™

Trips for July 2018
+ Friday, July 6th- Biltmore Park (Shopping & Lunch)
+ Wednesday, July 11th- Wetland Waterpark {Jonesborough TH)
+ Friday, July 20th — Farmer’s Market and Harbor Inn
« Friday, July 27th- Cracker Barrel {Brunch)

July 4th thru 7th
DELLINGER'S =sssadss

may s pour good warks, and plarify your
Christian Book & Gift Shoppe

Eartieer wilshedy o Bs haovere, Maithew 5:16

225 Locisst Avenise + Sprace Fine, NG 28777
Man-Sal % 30anm-5:30prm - [X28|765-7 188

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC
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hea-h{nﬂaa College

The University Campaign For Lees-McRae

Surpasses Fundraising Goal OF § 30 Million
By Mina Mastandres
vary Cloundy

BAMMER ELE M.C. —Amounced during a recent
celebration in Evans Awditerim within tee Camon St-
dent Cenfer, the Tniversity Campaizn excesdad its goal of
530 miflion in fonds with 3 final balance of maore than $32

million

The campaizn was created to raize finds to enhance
academic programs with the addition of new faculty and sradoase programs, sength-
en scholarship assistance. modemdze campos with improvements to classmmoms, labo-
ratories and athletic complexes sz well a5 bolster egsental endovwment and operating
funds.

The celebration bronzght together the campus and High Covmiry conumnnities fo
mark the end of the campaizn.

Camipaizn co-chair and trustes Dhianne May presented tee fina] fotal on behalf of
herself and fellow co-chair and trustes Barbara Miller Whitton who was not n 8i-
tendance.

“Te are most srateful o all of vow, our domors and constifuents, for your particips-
tion and support of this mansformstive inittatve that will make a difference in the
leamming and teaching experience for onr siudents, staff and faculty here at Less-
MicFae™ said May, “T am pleased to share with vou that to dase we have secuned
532177, 477 in cash and documented pledzes.”™

Before the campeizn was publichy ammounced in 20017, many projects were com-
pleted as part of 2 silent phase This mcloded uilding of the May School of Hursing
and Health Sciences, renovations oo the Dhotti M. Shelton Teaming Conmmons as well
g5 the esmblichment of the BE&T Leadership Instinute within the School of Business
and Manazement.

With the closing of the campaizn, mmproverments will begin on projects such as
renovations to the Arbur Student Fecrestion Conplex and the developanent of an arts
village—a renovated home for the conumunication arts and desizn program.

The celebration not only marked the end of the campaign bt also the final days of Dr.
Bamry M. Buxton®s temare &5 president of Lees-McFae

W, McWair Tomow, Board of Trostees Chairman, shared bis thoughis on the
completion of the canpaizn 35 well 25 his sentiments tovrards Bupcion’s leadership
throngzh e years.

“We wouldn't have tonight, a Board of Trustess or Lees-McFae if we didn’t have
Bamry," Tormow said.

He contimeed his remarks with a lighthearted companson betwween Buxion's passion
for cycling, snd Tess-RicPae’s climb “omeard and npward ™

“Tust like i cycling, [Lees-McPas] confimied fo move forwand,” be said. “Fegand-
less of the obstacle, a fiat tire, geting a Hitle lost or otherwise, we never lost sight of
our zoal—ihe finish Lne ™

Leam miore abwt the University Campaizn for Lees-McFae at lnic edu‘campaizn.

Hestled in the Blue Fidge hMountams of western Month Caroling, Lees-IJcFae Col-
lege is a private, four-year collepe offering diverse baccalsureate depress sirong ath-
learming ephemnee the broad core oamicnbum. For more information. plesse visit Wi
b edn or call 828 808 5241,

Ning Mastandrea is the conteni manaper gf Lees-MrRae Collage

tal Local, ndwre Local,

* R *

ncfbins.com

157 Skyview Circle
Spruce Pine , NC 28777
Bakersville, NC

(828)688-3745

An Acthariend Agency dur

Al

Eluriress Blueshield

FARM

BUREAU

IMSURAMCE

of oril Carnling ~ Auls -Hase - Life- Health - Bask

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

What Has Happened to America

By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell Couniy

Well, I'm not the smariest man in the world or even
the sharpest knife in the drawer, tut I believe what
has happened to America is Distorted Priorities and
Diistonted Valnes, We are living in a mixed up America
today. Ewervone has a view on why they are nght and
2 point to back it np and are very quick fo let vou know.
What has happened in the world we are living in today
i that they have mied to Feplace the Pure unadulterstad Word of God with a lot
of man-made ies and worldly things and it just keeps gettine worse snd
worse. I blame a lot of what has happened on the preachers who stand behind the
pulpits of America and aTound the world. There are many preachers todsy who
are nof willing fo stand on the Word of God because they are afraid they will of-
fend the listener Folks, the Word of God will offend you if you are out of God's
will— it always has, and it always will. If you listen lonz enongh and look hard
enoigh you will eventually find 3 zroup that you will go along with what you
want 10 believe. That's wiy we have Distorted Valaes. You don’t mix God's word
with anything becanse God’s word stands alone. You don't need w add aything
or take anything away
from God becanse
He iz Everything you
need. You don’t nesd
to mix The Ward of
God and Personal
Opinions. Becanse it
dipesn’t matier what
your personal opinion
is or even what your
personal preference is.
It omby matters what
the Word of God says.
All the way through
the Bible it shows us and tells us not to mix God with other things:

The Bible sy John 8:12 Then spake Jesus apain unto thaw, sqying. T am the
light gf the world. ke that followeth me shall mot walk in darksezs, but zhall have
the light of life. Don't Mix Light & Darkness

The Bible Says Bev. 3:15-18 I kmow thy works, that thon arf neither cold nor
R Twould thow ward cold or hor, [14] 5o then because thou art lnkewarm, and
ngither cold nor hot, Twill spew thee out g myy mouth. Mot to Mix Hot and Cold
because you get lukewann

The Bible says in John 15:19 [fve wene qf the world, the world would love his
owr: bur because ve are not of the world, bur I have chosen yor out of the warld,
thergfore the world hateth vou Mot to Moo Christianity and the World becase it
oot abont bemg liked but koving God.

The Bible tells us clearly in Exodns 2003 Thou shaif have no other gods hefore
peg. That there is Oaly Ooe God of this world.

The Bible says here in Luke 16:13 No servans can serve two masiers: for either
R will hate the one, and love the other; or alse he will hold fo the one, and de-
spize tha other e cannot serve Good and manmmon,

S, my answer to What Has Happened to America is very simple. The Word
of God has been mixed with so much werldliness and ungodly
viewpaints, and then the personal opinions and personal preference
of people that people fail o have a chie of what, Feal Truth and
Morals really are in the dav we are living. Because people have
failed to stand and to live by the Word of God.

Words of Wisdom:

= Stay im the Word of God and you'll know the Troth.  Seve Wil-
lizms

= Facts are many, but the truth i one. M'A

= Everyone is entfled fo his own opinion, but not his own facts.
WA

* A natien is blessed when it has godly leaders.  Dax Lucado

= The secret to happiness is freedom . And the secret to feedom is
God.

Something to think about.
» If life were a do-it-yourself project. God would not have laft us
His instructions. His Precions Word,

Steve Williams &5 the Pastor of Berry Chapel Bapiizt Charch im

828-765-9678 I
Mitchell Co. Farm Bureau Chasity Pitman

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News" on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
® And find us on Facebook
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SafePlace

HELLLLLPI!

By Beth Davis
Mirchall Couniy

The bridze is falling down. The ceiling is falling in.
The roof is leaking. Plus, a free is dangercusky close
io falling on the dilapidated bridse. That's right. folks,
our little world is crumbling all aroumd ns here st
Mitchell Connty SafePlace. and we need 3 miracle. .

Yes, I know... yon're used to reading stories shout
victims of domesiic vielence and sexnal assault, and
what we do to help them. And it’s important that yvou know these stories! Unforiu-
nataly, ouar story is this: the ox is in the ditch.

Somehow we've got to pay for all
this! The new bridee will cost 335,000,
Heaven only knows what the new roof
will cost....and that's not inclhuding
whatever simctural repairs will almaost
certzinly need to be made when they tear
it off. Mow, thanks to the mcredible gen-
erosity of The Fund for Bitchell Coumty,
we received at 520,000 grant to kelp pay
for the bridze, but =4ll, we're looking at
shelling out thousands npon thousands of dollars..... which conld better be spent
helping our chisnts.

Trathfally, I'd omach rather be telling you about our temified client who showed
up with nothing tut the clothes on her back after escaping years of abuse and
sexual ssault froon bher boyviriend. I'd rather be telling vou abouat how dmid and
shy she was because be'd beaten the self-worth and self-esteem out of ber. How,
thanks to folks like you we zot her a
home and faomished it throngh your
donations to the SafePlace Thrift Store.
How she skowly ikt up enough nerve
and self-confidence to get her CNA
from Mayland Community College,
You made a direct impact on her Life.

But this story is a bit awkward. This
nme, we need your help. Mo, the bridge
isn't a heanfreaking-to-heartwanming
story, but it has been desmed uwmsafe by
stmaciural engineers, When that thing
fall= we (and our neighbors) will ba
frapped, as will our clients. If we hawe
an emergency, Law enforcement cam®™t
zet to ns_._. netther can EMT s or the
Fire Deparmuent. And when that trea
falls (amd it will), you'll hear it. Or at
least you'll hear a1l of us velling when
it does.

As for the roof and ceiling? We need
more bckets. The living room area,
where clients and wisitors wait, the
ceiling iz literally falling on their heads;
phas there’s mold In our offices printers
hawe been damaped and docmments amd
paperwork sre many times reined.
not to mention the water nmwing dowm
some walls, scimefimes on or beside
electric ontlets. Who knows what the
contractor will find when he takes the
roof off! At our shelter, the skylights
drip, drip, drip, drip even during the
briefiest chower.

It's mot & premy story. If's the sad
muth. And some of you may be think-
ing. “Well, there are lots of offices
around here with leaky roofs or dubious
bridgzes ™ bt SafePlace money nesds
io ke going to belp victims of domestic
violence and sexnal sbuse. We own our
office and our shelter, and until some-
one bmilds or donates us 2 bright, shimy
new place, we're hers for the long haul.

If you or your company woukd like to
help fand our bridge and'or roof, we'd
be more than gratefinl!

Mirchell Coumty SafePlace
B0 Box 544
Spruce Pme MC 28777

Tommy Buchanan

“I promise --
lowest prices!!

Bath Dhavis @5 the Resournce Develop-
mant Coprdimator af Mitchell County
SgfePlace. She can be reached af
§28-763-4015 ov bathbdavizotidemeail.
O,

CHREYSLEN
e —

BUCHANAN
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www.buchananyoung.com

The Rotary of Spruce Pine

Student Awards

By Elame Percival
Mitchell Couniy

Mirchell High School smdents, JTacob Carroll, Elizabath
Hopeyowtt and Laaren Helms were recognized a5 Seniors :
of the Month by the Fotary Club of Spruce Pine at their L’
meeting on May 17, 2018. They received certificates from il
Pomanan Arch Woodard who disclosed that he was the at-
tending phvsician at the birth of Tacob Carroll.

Lavtom Fox is the recipient of the Fotary Club of Spruce Pine 2018 Scholar-
ship. He will sttend Maylad Commupnity Collese. At the club’s mesting on Fune
14, 2018, he received a check from Fotarian Tma White.

Elaime Percival lrves in Liffle Switcerland and iz a membar gf the Rotary in Spruce
FPing.

|
\“\ l"/

SUMMER

CLEARANCE EVENT

" Anniversary Sale

Huge Savings

Prices posted in the windows!

“Serving WNC Far
Cver 50 Years™
828-682-2194

East Main Street,
Burnsville, N.C. 28714

& YOUNG

“See dealer for
complete details
on rebates and financing.
Mo DOC fees,
Tax and tag extra,

www. bremews . com
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Crossword

ACROSS
1. For the commandment 1= a

; and the law 15 hght (Prov
6:23)
5.As  manwho casteth
frebrands (1,3} (Prov 26:18)
Eﬂ'llll.'
9 he contmuwed. You are from
__ I amn from abeve (John
8:23)
14. Tohn to the saven churches
whicharemm  (Fav 14}
15, son of man, take thee a2
. and law it before thee
(Ezek 4: 11 KTV
16 Godprovided  amnd
made 1t grow up over Jonah
(1.4% (Jonah 4:8)
17. made the hearts of the peo-
ple __ wath fear (Josh 14:8)
18 foryvour hittle | amd for
wvour wives (Gen 45:19)
19, and the most Important
m the svnagogues (Matt 23:6)
20. Hezling compound (2

Chron 28:15)
21. how 15 1t that each of us
hezrs them in his oo lam-

guage” (Acts 2:3-9)

23, I tum rivers mto a desert;
their fish __ for lack of water
JAIsa 50:2)

24, noman any thing, but
to love one another (Fomans
13:8)

26.But] _ mowvour unfailing
love (Ps 13:5)

2E. thoust him into 2 net and be
wanders mto 1z (Job 1B:8)
30, And these also stagzger from
wime and __ fom beer [Isa
28T

3l. now therefore  thou
somewhat the zrisvous servi-
tude (2 Chr 10:4) KTV

35 having an alabaster  of
very precious ointment (hdait
28N EIV

36. by this time there 15 a bad
_ {Tohn 11:3%)

38 No __ with cars will nde
them (Tsz 33:21)

40, Therefors come _ from
thems and be ssparate (2 Cor
6:17%

41. Woe to the women who
magic charms on all their wrists
(Ezek 13:18)

42, a papyms basket for lum
and coated it with _ and
pitch {Exod 2:3)

43 wesailed tothe _ of
Crete, opposite Salmone (Acts
277

44, Phulistines were gatherad
together mto (1,332
Sam 2311} KTV

44, Balaam for reward, and per-
rshed m the gamsaymg of
(Tude 1171 KTV

47 wherewith the
of them (T¥um 3:48)
48, thy works; and the last to be
more __ the first (Bev 2:15)
49, Let their table be made a
snare, and 2 {(Fomans
11:9)

nnmnher

1. fishermen's equipment (Luke
4

3. Meither 1= thers salvation m
any __ : for there 1s (Acts 4:12)
35 Acurmeonlimwhoiz _ in
domg the LOBD's woik {Ter 43:109
56. I press on toward the goal fo

____ the prze for which God (Phil

Lh Lk LA

3:14)

3. Youhave godsazvom
have towns, O Fudah (2 4} (Jer
11:13)

&1, Paul gathered a _ of brush-

wood (Acts 28:2)

&3, You are bringing some strange
____toour ears (Aefs 17:20)

67, them that had gotten the vie-

fory the beast (Fev 15:2
68, the first home of Adam and Eve
(Gen 2:15)

9. He __ treachercushy with our
pacople and oppressed (Acts 7:19)
T0. the devil threw him down, and
_ bim (Luke 942 KTV

T1. the warriors are _ in scarlet
(Mah 2:3)

72 a landowner who went out
m the mornmg to hire men (Matt
20:1)

73. son of Sath {Gen 4:28) KTV
T4, Dur zheep will inci1ease by
thousands, by of thousands (Ps

144:13)

DOWN

1. the precious blood of Christ, a
_without blemish or dafect (1
Peter 1:19)

2. was what looked ike

of glass, clear as erystal 1,3} (Fav
4:68)

3. two women will be zrinding
with a hand _ (Matt 24:41)

4. was m the 1sle that 15 callad

, for the word of God (Bev

1

J.putanend to sin, to _ for
wickadness {Dan 9:24)

6. 5ir, vour __ has eamed ten
mare (Luke 19:16)

7. Jehoram recerved ~ from

Elijah the prophet {1.6) (2 Clwron
21:1%

2. Brethren myy heart's _ and
praver to God for Isrzel is (FRomans
10:17

5. Hi= legs ave pillars of marble set
oo of pure gold (Songz 5:13)
10, justas _ was deceived by the
sarpent’s cunning (2 Cor 11:3)

11. lef od be true, but every man
2__ {(Fomans 3:4)

12. and it vomited Jonzh __ dry
land (Jonah 2:10)

13, compass divection (Fs 103:12)
22 zight of the slave girls of his
servants as any _ fellow would
(2 Sam 6:20)

25 loveth mstuction loveth
knowledge (Prov 12:13 (BRTV)

27. the exiles who hived at
Abib near the Kabar Fiver (Ezek
3:15)

28. My will speak words of
wisdom {Ps 45:3)

29 take no bag for the jowmey, or
__ tumie, or sandals (datt 10:107

e

COPYRIGHT 20418

30 the pore gold lampstand with
s of lamps and all (Exod
39:37)

32 Youare to 1t as an inhen-
tance for yourselves (Ezek 47:22)

33 remains only a single zeed. But

if 1t dies, 1t produces many
(Joln 12:24)

34 ons official 1z bw z higher
cue, and over them both are (Eccl
5:B)

35 nzed 1 Peter's occupation
Mlait 14:29)

3T.outefthe  Terytovou, O

LORD (Ps 130:1)

39 Like men condemmed to diz m

the {1 Cor4:%)

42 The curtain of the temple was
toim i two from _ to bottom
(Mlark 15:38)

45, Eber, Mizham Shemed who
buili  and Lod {1 Chron B:12)
46. they looked up and sawa
of Ishoezelites (Gen 37:25)

3. from Bethlshem i Judah to 2

area 1 the hill country (Tudg

19-18)
32, vou did awesome things that

wedid not _ (Isa 64:3)

BB EWORDGAMES COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVELD

4.1 can prepare some ___ food for
vour father (Gan 27:9)

55, dreszed in fine linen and playmz
cymbals, harps and {2 Cloon
212

36. for 13 the gate, and broad 15
the wav (Matt 7:13)

37. The man whe was healed had no
__ who it was {John 5:13)

58, Webuchadnezzar came

to the mouth of the buming fiery
(Damel 3:26)

60. Foman Emperor at the time of
the garly church

62, keap away from every brother
who 1z and does not (2 Thess
3:6)

63. whether it be fator |
whethar there be wood theremn (um
13:20)

64, He makes clonds rise from the
___ofthe earth (Ps 135:7)

66, God saw __ that he had made,
and 1t was very good (Gen 1:31)

Lodurian on page 14

5

waw brenews. com
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One Stone Upon the Next
By Tmmothy W Thon
Burke Coumgy

“Thergfore, whosoever heareth these savings gf ming,
amid dowrth thar, Twill Iikan him unte @ wine man, wiich
Budlt hir house upon a reck And the ram desconded, and
the floods came, and the winds Maw, and bear upon thar
howse and i fell mot: for i was founded wpon a rock. " —
Mizmhew T:24 ';. 3

Block upon block, stone upon stons, the process can be [ l'}l 'ﬂ
extremely laborions when working with masonry. It wonld = o it i o
be all the mare easy to thoow wp 2 building built with sy other foundstion, like a
pirle bam for examiple. But for a loog-lasting, secure underpinming, cnse mnst work
with the bedrock of building matarials. It can be verv taxing upon the body, espe-
cially when you dow't lay block or stone for a livinz. Slowly, one blpck, one brick
at a time. the wall begins to take shapa. As T stap back and wonder if it will ever
zet done, 3 message from the past Geods mie my mind. It's the voice of my father
spesking in my ear, “Once wow 2et it dowmn, you're done, and vow'll nevar bave to
da it again. It ay take a whils bor you'll ger there ™

Whalking o faith is likewise never easy. Cuae step at 2 mue, snother scripare
memarized avother theological lessor leamed and soon, [ke 3 stone wall, your
pathway begivs o tske shape. We are contnually and will forever be tempied In
onr earthly bodies by the world mowhich we live. Yet, we can stand firm like that
rock wall, withstanding the floods and winds of stonns that crash against ws,
Mizny vears ago, there was another mne when I worked with masoary. Thea, as
now, the feel of the mund the right consistency, the fow of bumerng the stone,
then findinz it in place, all come back like something werained in who I am The
miore I worked with it the more it falt nataral. Evenmally, I would leam that it
was mora than just a feeling, it was part of wy henfage

It was no wonder that our ancestars from the Waldensian Vallews were re-
nownad masens. The word Waldensian sunply meant “Peopls of the Valleys ™
The valleys conszisted of a 25 square mile arez of the northowess corper of Ttaly,
Enown teday as the Cotten Alps. Living 2t an alimds whare thers was abways
miore stone that drober, the panaral selection for bailding material bacame sone.
The apcient villages with the slate rocfiops and stone walls spesk 1o a life of lv-
ing in hardships but beins prepared for them as well. The harsh wintars required
a dwelling place that conld withstand the rigors of months of snow aod freezing
cold remiperatres. -

For cenmaries, they
contimed to build
their homes. bams,
sud landscaping wiing
the stone that Crad bad
provided. Likewise,
thedir fzith was hased
upon the granite bed-
rock from which they
drew smength. They had
received the word of
Grod fom the Aposiles,
and a3 such held it dear
to their hearts. They had become knowmn 2s the “People of the Bible ™ becanse of
their memorizagon of scriphire. Families wonld commir enfire books to memory
s that when 3 communiny canie together. they could recite the entirs Bibla by
heart For pearly a thowsand vears, they had besn persacuted by the Holy Foman
Catholic Charch. Their crime was shanng the gospels cutside the church walls
and possessing the Word of God. For to koow the Word o the poluf i s within
v, there is nothing else vou can do but to do as the Bible says, “Go 1o thergfong
ard feach ali natons, hapizivg them in the nome gf the Facher, and gf the Son,
anid of the Holy Ghost ™

Yer, they never wavered. The people of the valley: kept the light of Chost alive
nmitl the day wonld comes that they could baild the bridze thar would camy it
bevond the valleys inm the rest of the world. Their evanzelisto would spread o all
of Enrope. From there, and over many cenmnuates. nntl the Reformers would pick
np the mawfle apd carmry forward from that point.

When thess Waldensizwe camne to Amearica, where they founeded what wonld
become kpown 25 Valdese Morth Caroling, they browglht with them thair inherent
talents, one of which was being pamral masons. At first, they sestned mroed away
from whe they were in more ways than cee. Having oo longer been persecuted, it
was easy for many of them to evenmally jom 2 depoonination that didn't demand
the same afention to faith as their ancestors that bad died by the sword. 5o too
were they eager to leave behind the il of working with stope. and instead, miad
o build bomes made only of wood. Befora lonz, when they finally had dms 1o
regroup and reflect more on who and whar they were, many weanrt back to work-
ing with stone. From there, many charches and WEA projects m and aroand
Burke Coumty were either built or enhanced by these ancient stone smiths from
the valleys But even more dramafic was that some wenld remarn fo that ancisnt
farth and find roore compatble churches to attend. Like myself findwg an inhersnt
talent thar I didn’t know existed, these Chrisnans of old wonld renam to what felt
natural, as they had always dove, worskipping God based on the spirit and outh,
the Word of God

It was this worshipping God as Christ kad asked thar derermuned their courss in
destiny. “Thergfore, whaozoewer heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, T
will ke Rim umifo a wise mgh, which buiir Bis kouse wpon a rock”™

The Waldensians place in the history of Christanity was that of an Ak, of sors,
for the Word of God, 2 place where God prepared a people o a place thar would
allow then o proect this word and presarve it unnl 2 mue when the rest of the

world was ready o recarve It

When Andrew took his brother Simon to s2e Tesns. the first thing Tesus z2id to
himy was, “Thow arr Simon, son af Jonah, thar shall be called Cephas. ™ The Greek
word for Caphas maant stone, or even more precise 2 litle srowe. It was this linle
stone that Christ would boeld his church upon, which be bimself was the cormer-
sione; one stone upon the next

It wionld seem a biner iroay that 2 man from Lyon France, a wealthy merchant,
would sell everything be had to turn to an Apostolic way of Life afier hearing 3
waveling twoubadoar sing about a people fom the vallevs who lived out their
faith a5 in Apostolic mmeas. Oaoce be heard this tale, be was deremuined to Iove and
preach the word of God foan that pednt forwand. Yer if ke kad vsed his real name,
his fanuly would have bean persecured and killed, again because it was agains: the
law of the church-state to do so. 5o, 1o kide his identty, ke became “Peter Waldo.”
The name simply meant a Iiftle stone from the valleys, This “Peter of the v alleys.”
would go oo to lead mawy in Dvon te Christ and would evenmally have to flee to
zafery o the same valleys from which he took hiz name. Some lostorizns would
tell you thart this was the begioming of the Waldepsises, but it coulda’t be further
from the math. Knowing that they could ot deswoy the people of the valleys by
force, for they had tned and failed so many omes, evenmally, the Cathelic Church
would use the Peter Waldo tale to sway people away from the tuth. When Satan
gais a foot in the door, he not only takes an mch but will always take 3 mile

Sadly, the story is perpetuated even unto today, some by people who ate igno-
rant of the muth whiles others parposely contime the lie to dimivish the e con-
naction of those ancient peopls of the valleys to the disciples, Withour a doubt the
ancient Waldsnsians can be raced back ro the dme of the Apostles, even though
their persecutors ried fo aliminate or desmoy any proof theraof A sood sarons
point for anyone wanting to research the muth can be found n Ted Alesrander’s
book, “The Waldenses, of Whom the World Was Mot Wortky ™ Even with the
parzecuror's attempds to hide and slander the truth, ope can still search inte ancisnt
decmments today and find clear
avidencs of Apostolic mas.

It £s no wonder that with
the anctent Waldersas con-
naction to the Apostles, many
denominztions seek then out
s their forefathers of faith.
Tha Peter Waldo story was
znd is still today created to
parpetate a false story which
iz to duminish this fact, dhat
the ancient Waldewsizes were
the lk to the orginz] word
of God having received it
from the Apostles. I if wers
not so, the Cathelic Church
conld, and does claim to be the
zple mmheritor of these rghis.
Tronically, whart the Catholic Church mied ro kill vever died. Their persecutons of
thesa zimple valley people became the voice of marmrs. whose blood planted the
zaads of the Feformuamon.

A we have sear, and bopefully vow von too can undsritand, how those ancient
paople of the valleys persevered for canhaies when they hald their faith close to
their heart When the Samies of perseraton lessened  so did thair vigilance Todaw,
we face the smme lessons. When we giva in to the world around us, we wezken
our dilizencs to fight the devil We must vot 21 away from our foons oa the word,
for as it is written in Ephesians 6:12, “For we wrasiia nor agaimsf flash and Slood,
but geainst principalifies, against powers, against the rulers of the dardmess of
rhar warld, agaist spiriual wickednes: i high places. "

We can never forgat the past, should we be tempied to repear it. To dinuwdsh the
tmuth s to void Christ of all that he did to be the salvaton for all mankmd. Iris up
o us fo carmy on the muth, for if is written “The father sseketh those who worship
himy im spirit and in trath ™

Do not let the lizh: of Christ 2o owt. Camry o the work of those distant forafz-
thers and speak boldly to others.

Pemsmbar, one stone upon the next is all ir mkes,

Their salvation is in your hapds.

Lux Lucer in Tensbris, The light shines in the darkpess.

Thavks be to God.

Timmodly W Trom iivezs i Collerooalle, NC with hiz family. He is the former
Director of the Trail of Faith in Faldase, where F:les."' ¥ |:-|_.'-ifm" and helps with
fours. He now feaches MWath full fme at Watauga High School in Boone. He iz

e quthor of @ maw Chetstfan serees, “Childrer gf the Laght. ' with ithe first book
being. “Bruecks fo Heaven, ™ and ki recent book, being the second, “The Light in
the Darfness. " He is an active blogeer. ariizt, and musician. Timerhy alro has a
BEEE from UFE and iz a Lay Speaker: He can be reached ar twirom@inve. com

SPRUCE PINE SMALL ENGINES
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Ediwfﬂg Is Seeing With Transformed
Ves

By Een and Tan Merop

Avary County

Onir evesight is one of the most precious zifes
we have.

With our eyesight, we behold the faces of
those we lowve. Every look is like 2 snapshot
placed mito our memory banks. Buf, though we
can call up images at aoy time, there is nothing
that bests being able to look directly into the eyes of those beloved.

Through our eyes we are awed by creation ~ the infricate delicateness of each

With our eves, we can pick np a book and travel to new places, meet new char-
acters and leam delightful lessoms. It is szid that looking into someone’s eves is
like lpoking vt thedr soul.

And vet, mamy are borm blind or throngh some accident or disease have lost
their shility to see. However, the other senses become extremely sensitive and
haightened; =0 much so that the sighted person canmot fully nnderstand the depih
of expression found in one who may not see; but, yet, perhaps, se85 moTe pro-
foumdly.

The world says that seeing is believing. And, to some extent, that is tue. If
spmepne tells you they own a unique zem worth thowsands of dollars, but they
pever show it to you, you may doubt. Even if they show it to vou, vou might
wonder if it is valahble.

Buae, if it is put it info the hands of a3 jeweler wearing a jewalers ‘eye’ to exam-
ine it and he declarss it of supertor value, seeimp is definitely believing.

COnur spirimal sight differs. however.

People still question God's existence. They want this sign or that vision; they
bargain with God to perform for them and when be doesn't acquiesce to their
demands, they declare he doesn't exist after all.

et Scriptare declares in Acts 14: 17 HNETV, “He did not leme Himselwithout
witness, in that He did pood, pave ws ram from keaven and fruifl seasons, filing
aur hearts with food and gladness.

Creation shouts out that he exists. Cur bodies in the inmmicacies of design (con-
sider the eyea!} declare the glory of God.

Yet, in the spirimal reabm balisving i sesing.

The viston of the naked eye cannot compare with the sight given when 3 person
comes to faith and beholds his Creator. His eyes are profoundly opened becanse
the math is revealed in his beart, unveiling the heart of God

Believing is sesing with ransformed eyes. Selsh

INTRIGUE

Reflective imagery in a pool of warter
capired a sumndial’s replica.
Sofily touched by delicare water liltes,
colorful stones, and mysterious shadows,

If frrvites one fo worder with sheer mirigue.
As the mystery of God’y love, mercy, and grace
are revealad fo us in Hiy perfect time,
we are fflled with wonder and imtrigue. .
secing with rrangformead ayes. “The mystery. .. has been revealed. ..
Christ in you, the hope of glorg. ™
Colossians 1: 26 & 27

Ko and Jar love residing in the mowntaing gf dvery Coumgy.  Fisir Jam's new blog
i pauseandconsidernel, Journaying with Jan, and Ken's photos ai kenmaroppho-
rograpiy.com.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Gardner-Webb University

True Faith in God Leads to Good Works

Love for Others Motivates Us to Serve Them
By Dir. Tracy Fessup

Bailing Springs, NC

"W always thank God for all of vou and mention you in our
prayers, constantly remembering bgfore owr God and Farther
Jyour wark gf faith and labor gf love and steadfasmess gf
hope im our Lord Jesus Christ " — | Thessalonians 1:2-3

Perhaps you have heard the story of President Jobhn F. Eennedy's visit to WASA
as part of his onzoing efforts to inspire the mation o rally behind the Apollo mis-
sioms. He happened to see a janitor either mopping the floor or cleaning his mop.
Legend has it that JFE asked him what his job was at FASA o which the man
replied, “I'm belping send a man to the moon!™

Whether or not this story is tue, it does help us with perspective and seeing the
biz picnme. Perspective was something Panl praised in the Thessalonian belipvers,
baczuse what he remembered abont them was their embodiment of the three most
celebrated Christian virmes — faith. lowve, and hope Thess are charscteristics on
which Paul alaborates in varying degrees and i numerons leters (cf Ephesians
4:2-5; Colosstans 1:4-5; Romans 5:1-5; 1 Peter 1:3-8, and 1 Connthizns 13}

Faith is directed towards God. Love is focused on others. Hope is fixated on the
firmre, partouatarly the second coming of Jesus Christ Panl seems to emphasiza
the fnut of these characteristics exemplified by the Thessalonians. He commends
their “work of faith ™ Tme faith m God leads to zood works, afer all, “faith by
imself, if it bas no wodks, is dead™ (James 2:17).

The Thessalonians” labor of love alse is praised. A pennine lowe for others mo-
tvates us to serve them Furthermore, 3 finm hope that leoks with anticipation to
Christ’s return produces endurance in spite of persecution — somethong with which
the Thessaloniaws were quite familizr Their example of faith love, and hope
cansed the word of the Lord to sound forth. not only i Macedonia and Achais,
but in every place their faith in God became knoom (1 Thessalonians 1:7-8).
Becently, | was reminded of another lagend about a man who visited a stone
gquarry and asked three workers what they were doing.

“Can't you see?” said the first one imitsbly. “T"m cutting a stoae.™

The second replied, “T'm earning a hundred pounds a week,™

Bt the third put down his pick and prowdly said, “I"m buildmg a cathedral.™
Prayer; Lord, help us to remember the imporance of our work of faith, our labor
of love, and our steadfasmess of hope as we seek to live lives of purpose, vision
snd pazzion.

Located in the Waorth Careling foothills, Gardner-Webh University is a private,
Christian Ithersl arts university that prepares students to become critical thinkers,
effertive leaders and compassionate servants in the global community. Emphssiz-
ingz a siromg student-centered experience and rngorous scademics, Gardner-TWebb
igmifes leaming and service opporiumnities for undergraduate and sradnate students.
Ignite your futare at Gardoer-Webboedu.

I Tracy Jessop is the Vice President for Cheistian Life and Semice and Senior

John's

Mimister to the Lihversity.

I-CAR
Premswn Auto Bod _j

Trail of Faith

Life Changer
By Jim Jacumin
Burke Covnty

Feverend Shavm Thomas brought Pleasant Ridea
Baprist Clarch for picmics and fours of the Waldensian
Trail of Faith in Valdeze where they expenienced the
e "Cost of Courage'.

Conmments heard coming out of the Charch of the
Cave- "T'll never miss charch again!™

Ofber comments along the Trail-

"Wy heart has been touched in many ways, my faith -
renewed, and oy gratefuiness of freedom to worship God"”, upon leaming howr
the Waldensian people had to memaorize the bikle becanse if they were canght
with just a part of scripture they were bumed at the stake. - "The importance of
knowing the word of God, fior you never know when it might be taken away”,

"It has traly been 4 blessing to lesm more about the Waldensians we're so glad
we came", "One of the most eve opening experiences I hawve ever been through",
"'Ergnj.redmytnm'a.slﬂ}nught of the lives lnst for the trath found m Goed's Word™,
"Touring made me realize how forfumate we are to be able o worship freely. Very
tonching and heart wrenching fo see what the people endured in order to worship
the one fme God™, "1 have lived in Morganton all my life, heard of the Walden-
sians, but mot the hardships they had to endure, what an eve opening tour”, 'Tcan
see Why Pope Francis visited the Waldensian capitol in Itaky to ask for forgive-
ness of the Waldensizn
penpﬁeﬁ:lr all the -

of Faith has 18 exhibits
depictmg the history
that mamy believe start-
ed when the Apostles
raveled throngh their
valleys. They are a
survival of primitive
Christanity. When exiled o Switzerland they were welcomed as The Heroes of
the Feformanon, the 500-vear somiversary just celebrated around the world.

The Trail welcomes all charches to take advantage of our facilities to leave
your church after Sundsy School with a picnic lunch, mavel o the Trail of Faith
in Valdese, have your worship service in the oldest Protestant church, enjoy your
family picnic and tour the 1§ acheal size exhibits to experience The Tme Cost of
Courage. Please call: 828-874-1803 or email us at: trailoffaith 1293 am
for your life changing tour.

Jim is the President of Trail gf Faith. He is a former senator in NC, a loensed
confractor and has worked im the michear engineering feld.

insurance Groupm, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

Erie
Insurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC » www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the tmost IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

warw brenews.com
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Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:

* Numbness or burning in feet or hands
* Sharp electnic like pains

* Pan on walking

* Difficult sleeping due to pain

* Pnclding or tingling in feet or hands

* Balance problems

You may have MNeuropathy.
Pharmaceutical treatment for

neuropathy has not proven to
be effective in the long term.
Our office has had excellent
results in the reduction and
elmnation of symptoms by
using a multi therapeutic
approach mcluding low level
lager therapy, spane care and
nutriion.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE
IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.

CRUZ

Life Center
Burnsville, HIC
(B28) 682-615T
(B00) TT2-T955

cruzlifecenter.com

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

“Since (982"

A (aring Partnerat Home

When Florence was unable te live indzpendently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-cloch caregiver. When
her medical needs became toe much fer one person te handle,
the compassionate team at CarePartners Hespice ensured
that beth Flerence and Marcy’s physical, social and spiritual
needs were being met.

( éamPaﬂnem

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
MCDOWELL

Exceptional Care. Every Day.

(6828) 659-T068
carepartners.org

Kick off-- Home Repair Program
with Disabled American Veterans
on Memorial Day Weekend

By Alyse Sferlazza
Fancay Conniy

Dhuring this past year Ritchall-Yancey Habitat has
developed a new inftiative - Meighborhood Fevitalizstion.
Meighborhood Bevitalization is a2 Hakitat for Huomamity
Intemational program which uses residents and comaminity parmers working
tozether to mnprove local quality of Life with better accessibility and safety.

The Mitchell-Yancey Habitat for Fiumanity Board spent much of the Iast year
developing this initiative. Jonathan Ward, Habitat Board member explained, “We
wanied to expand cur efforts and we fonnd that the pressing need was assistng
the aging and dizsbled population stay in their bomes,™

The Meaighborhood Revitalizaton Home Bepair program will assist people m
need who wish to stay n their hormes. We believe that everyone should be able
to grow old safely
smd comfortably in
Aswe kick off tuis
program, Habitat will
address small Tat
DECessETY projects
suwch as building
TAMpS, TEpainng
steps and porches,
JeplacKiy Eptiens o
improving wallkways, (S5
and lamdscaping. .

Om Memarisl Thay
Wesakend, Mitchell-
Yancey Habitat for
Humanity in collabeoration with Disabled American Veterans, built an sccess ramp
for a 73-yvear-old diszbled veteran, Don Momison. Disabled American Veterans
provided materials and workers to help Habitat vohinteers. In just two days, five
voluntesrs bl a new ramp for Mr. Mormson.

Diom said. “the ramp increases my ability to zet in and ont of ooy house safely
and with ease”. He expressed his gratinede for the volonteers who built the ramp.
Jim Erlandson. Habitat Board member, who worked on the ramp waid. “There was
incredible camaraderie between Habitat and DAY volunteers building this moch-
needad ramp. A neighbor of Doo's even baked a3 cake for us, making this truly a
n=ighborhood project™

The Mitchell-Yancey Habitar, mcorporared m 1992, is an affiliste of Habitat
for Humianity International. & nooprofit, ecuonenical Christian housing mindstry
that tailds and rehabilitates honses for families in need. Ower the last 16 yesrs
Wiichell-Yancey Habitat has built 20 howses. The Board decided to increase
bome production to two bouses per year {one in each county, each year) in addi-
tion to the Meighborhood Revitalization Project. By increasing home building
and addressing conumumity needs thronzgh the Home RepairTeizhborhood Fevi-
talization project, "We are reaching a new lewvel of support for cur communites”
sxid Fonathan Ward.

Mitchell-Yancey Habitat for Humanity is always seeking new comnminity part-
ners and donors. If you or someone you know s interested in joining the Board,
working on houwse repairs, developing a parmership. donating money or pesding
halp with home repairs, please contact Misty Evans, Operations Manager (828)
TEE-0000 ar stop by the FeStore, 563 Ok Ave., Sprace Pine
Alyse lves i Green Mountain with her Fiancéd and two rescned dogs. Avid reader,
quiltar, sardener, maker and shaker She moved fo Famcey County from Harriz-
burg, Penmsyhvania in 201 5. Passionate abour natume, the move fo e mouniains
was @ natura it Spemds her fve fime pardening and quilting. In 2007 received a
North Caroling Real Estate License. She siudied philosophy and biechemiziry at
D¢ Panl Univarsity in Chicago, IL and has participated in many dhaerse social,
and emnironmantal tniiaines across the coundry. Her passion i5 zerving others
and Bar CommRLRI.

A New Video
Series Answering
The Ouestinns
All Homeowners

Want Answered

Frigday Morninge af §00AM
e an Fasebook Live

§28-b5-4042
sunlgganplumbing com

www. brenews. com
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Toe River Arts
41* Annual Benefit Auction July 7

By Kate Groff
Mircheall and Yamcey Conriles

The Toe Fiver Arts Council hosts ifs 415t Anonal
Benefit Anction om Sanarday, fuly 7. What's different
this year is that an auction preview is in Spmce Fine
where folks can silent bid or bay-it-now or just look
over what is going on the block in Fuly. The previear
muns thromgh Toly 3 when it will be borxed up and
moved to the Burnsville Toom Center at § South Main
Sireet for Anction day on the Tih

The Silent Anction will open at 10 am on Satmrday, Jaly 7. Tables will be filled
with donated ant work from regional artists. Felks will be able to view and bid,
take a peek af the Live Aucton pieces and enjoy & glass of wine at the public re-
ception fromo 4 to § poo. Tables begin closing at 5. At § pu, the doors to the main
ropm open and the excitement begins with a catered Latn fusion dinner by the
Yinmmi America Bumsville Cafe. Homeplace Beer Compamy will bring a keg or
rang of their home brew and wine will fow. Ar 7 pm, evervone's favorite sucton-
eer Jeff Goodman will begin anctioning off work from some of the most re-
nowned artists in the comnmry—all in support of Toe Fiver Ars. Althongh partially
fundsd by matching grants from the MNorth Carcling Arts Conneil, Toe Biver Arts
depends upon the pensrosity of their supporters in nrderfnrmmmkeepprw:d-
ing ars experiences, interactions, and education to those who call the Toe Biver
Valley home. Tickets are 540 per person in advance (550 the day of the Anction),
and there is limited ssating.

Each year, one signatre piece is feamred. This year, Cynthia Bringle's spectac-
nlar 227 vase is in the spotlight. Cynthia has been a resident artist in the area since
the late 60"s. Although she is most well knoem for ler
ceramics, she is also 3 painter and printmaker. She eamed
2 BFA from Memphis Acadery of Art and a MFA from
Alfred University. She has tanght workshops nationwide
and at Penland School of Crafts for several years. She is
2 fallow of the American Craft Coumeil and a recipient of
the Morth Caroling Award for Fins A

This year's special fimd-a-peed hits close o home and
o our children. By request, Tioe Biver Aris is parmes-
ing with local school systems, artists, and health care
professionals to bring stadents the tools necessary to
face today’s stressing challenges. The hope is to bomg
Black Beor Diance Theatre’s “Thance That Moves™ o the
elementary schools in Yancey Connty this coming school
year, hitchell schools the following.

The Anmual Bensfit Art Awction should prove to be
another winner for those who donate and those whe bid
amd win Artists have come and gone; a lot have stayed
to raise their familiss and awarenscs of the ams. Some
nationally recognized artists, like Jim Waters (encanstics) Cymehia Bringle
and Kenny Pieper (glass) confinue to lend their support  Siemarure cemamic vase
by domating “best pieces” o the Auction. Mow over four
decades since the first Auction, Toe Biver Arts contimies to thrive and now under
new leadership.

The Spmace Pine (Gallery at 269 Cak Averme is open from 1030 am to 5:00 poy,
Tuesday-Sanmday. Call 828 .682.7215 to make vour reservation for Toe Fiver Arts
415t Anmal Bepefit Anction now. Then plan to visit the Sprace Pine Gallery until
Taly 3 and place your silent bid For more information and fo see a preview of
select pieces, please visit the website, hitp:/'wmaror toeriverans. org/events/ammal-
benefit-anction ancion-preview.

T Biver Atis is & non-profit organization founded in 1976 to promote the arts
in Mitchell and Yancey Countes and parially fumded by grants fom the MNomh
Carplina Arts Council, a division of the Matral and Coliural Resources Diepart-
ment, a state agency, and from people around the comrmmity and the coumty who
nndersiand the benefits the arts play in developing an individual and a thoving
Tegiom.

Enre Graff iz the Programs Coordingtor for the Toe River Aris Cowneil

EDHE"m a PLACE
where YOU can
fellowship and
GROW in the Lord

Unclutered by hurried schedules and electronic influences,
High Pasiures is iruly a place of retreat.

Please call for reservations.

280 Kings Highway = Bumsville, Morth Carolina 28714
Pheone: 828-682-3138
See our web sife for more information - Websife: www highpasfures org

The Spirit af the Lord GOD is upon me; becanse the LORD hath arointed me
fo preach good ddimgs unte the meek; ke hath sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, fo proclaim Eberty fo the capyives, and the opering of the privon o
fithem that are] bownd; Isaiah 61-1

Sudoku

Solution on page 14

© SlatcPoud Modis

* Hazardous Tree
Removal

= View Clearing

* Pruning

= Chipper Service

* RBucket Triuck Service

Certied Arborst+Inured + Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

Hedge Trimming
Hemlock Wooly

Adelgid Control
Landscaping & Grading
Retaining Walls

Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113

L]

warw brenews.com
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Celebrates Fifth Year with Fort
Caswell's Senior Adult Retreat
Bw Carol Layton

This sunueer, Merth Carsling Baptst Azing Minisoy
(HCBAMD marked its fifih vear of pamicipation with
For: Caswell’s senior adalt remesr—Sununerfest. The
event is & S-day, 4-mzht retreat for retred and semd-re-
tred adults. Gri,_a'na]h heald only in Angust, the premier
event now acours in May and Avgust ar the MO Baprist Assembly at Fu-rt Casael]
on Dak Island.

Seniors from arcund the state attend as individuals or with zroups. The event
inclndes class opiens, chapel services. enterminment games, axcursions and
miore. The class options provide 2 wide variety of oppornmities for aftendses.
Fromi jewslry making o fishing to in-depth Bible sdies there 1= something for
everyons. In addition to the sesstons offerad by Summerfest planners, WCEAW
sponsored eight classes during the RMay session and will repaar them m Angast.

O of the most-amended sessions was the :

Fancy Finds Foadshow beld eack moming.
Fancy Find: resale store is a minisoy of Bapfist
Cheldren’s Hones. Directior Fenee Gragory and
ream member Kim Leszze taught refinishing
rechnigues o amendess who restored worn Dheros
inte showpieces. The ibemis were aither sold at the
raireat or browght back to zell at the Thomaswvills
store where 21l procesds bepefir the ririsries of
Bapist Children’s Homes. Vicky Amoba fom
Pritchard Memerial Baptist Claoch fn Charlote
artended all three sagsions. <At chuoch we have
lots of praver groups and leamdng opporiuncties,
bt I loved the chapce oo do hands-on souff and
leam something new af this remweat ™

Central west regional director for 2ICBAM,
Diebra Kuykendall, presenred Happy Mew Yon!

Inm this session. amendees took an optimism
survay and then leamed to develop acnon plans,
2z well as tips for healthy eafing, exnarcise and

fall pravention. Eighoy-one year old Carol Taylor
from Pritchard Memorial Baptst Clurch aftendad
the sessiow and epcouraged evervone with her a-
ainde. When Kuykendall asked the zroup, “Why
be bappy ™ Tavler responded, “Why be sad7? T t2ll
miy grandxids—son mught 25 well be kappy. Youw have to ke yourselfwith yon
everywhers you go!”

Infegradve Health Coach Whitey Brooks provided A Leader’s Legacy. Anend-
e2s explored bow thair core values and leadarship valuwes srowined, JTackis Lewis
from First Baprst Chorch Jopesville said the session epcowraged himn. “Sonedmes [
think I nesd to drop back. Whitney asked exxcellent questons that zot me fired up to
2o back home and do miore for nuy commanity—:o contnns an ¢

Par Hamis froon Lincoloton Baptist Chuoch was zlso inspired by the session. “Tt
was deligheful The Lord wantes b vse me even mn the sroallest wavs. [ mizhe not
be zbla to build a ramp. bas I can make chicken soup. I can call somecos and send
g card. I can bring peopla just 3 munute of joy.™

HNCBAM s north cenral regional director, Samiantha Allred worked with
BCHs IT Manager, Thowoas Tetter, to develop Yeaming for Batter TW7 This
seszion explored the complicated world of TV providers. Galen Boliz, an IT
consuliant from Pritchard Memoriz]l Bapost Church, gave the session two thimbs
up. “T came becanze I know kow complicated the issue is and wondsred how the
izzues would be handled. Samantha provided a very good outlne of the basics. It's

Ficky Arroba (1) from
FPritchard Memorial Bapiist
and Jean Spemce (1) fhom Lin-
cainton Baptist Church par-
ticipated in the Fancy Finds
Road:how ar Forr Casweil’s

Summerfezt in A Thay
refinizhed rhis plece which
will e for sale af Fancy Finds
resaie sfome in Thowanviile

& constant leanmung process
even for people who work in
the Geld.”

Eathy Yancey from
Independesnce Hill Baptist
Chnrch in Huntersvills
zlzo amended the seszion
and reapad rewands within
22 bowgs. “My bushand
and [ had besn doing some
research and talking about
it. He said, “{Go to this class.
We'll make sure we're on
the right wack and then I'1l
make the calls. The day
after the cla:s he callad and
reducad our 5250 monthly bill in balf We 20t nd of thing: we didne’t really nze
apd negotizted 2 better interner commection. It was 2 win-win for us!™

In The Spirimal Practce of Snoplicity, WCBAM's sonth cenmal ragronal
director, Bobart Leonard explored Scrpnuosl mutks that challenzs cur desizes and
can belp ns bezin practc-
ing & life of shopliciny. Jan
Francks fromn First Bapast
Charch Sowthem Pines ap-
precizted the feous oo bibli-
cal simplicity. I always feel
rempied to take oo too many
things. The soriprure: helped
me to rafocus oo things I've
Enown all my life ™

In A Taste of Tai Chi
NCBAM s director of
Commnmmicanons, Carol
Lavton, shared an evidence-
basad Tai Chi program that
raduces fall risk. Atendees
leamed six basic movemsants
and explored bow 3 Tal Che practice improves balzuce, coordination and pain
manazement An sttendes reported thar the movements revealsd fo her bow mnch
ber balancs was off “I enjoved every mumute of the class. I'm zoing to waork on
zefiing my halance back.™

Mark Smith Senior Consultant for Farnily Evangelism and Discipleship az
the Baprist State Convention, presented Gravdparants Fajsmg Grandchildren
Ha explored this culoursl phmumeuu-n and encouraged all grandparents, whesher
raising grandchildren or not, in the memendous influence they have o the lives of
grandchildren.

Tir Sandy Gregory, director of WCBAR, joined with cenmal regional directors
Fobert Lecoard and Samantha Allred to dabur 2CBAM s newest ontreach: Th-
saster Praparedoess for Azing Aduls: How Churckes Can Help. Shanng starmling
statistics showt the disproporional vlnerabiliny of older adules during dizastars
or other emergencizs, the moe explainad that MCEAN can halp churches plan,
implament, and maintain 3 disaster preparedness nunistry for thedr mwembers and
COTmINmIry.

It's not too Late to register for the Anmsr 13-17 Swmanerfact seszion and plan o
ewjoy these and many othar sxciting and informanve sascions. Call Formm Caswell
2t (G132TE-9501 1o resarve vour space today!

Paricipanis m 4 Lonn‘w&Legaq bagan !.Fmr."
exploration of valuas with an art journaiing exar-
cise—choasing fiom serapbook papers, rafm:ﬂ.u'
panr . and chocolares!

Witk the beaurfill Cape Fear Rhver within sight
threugh the shutterad windows, parficipanis axperi-
enced A Taszie of Tai O while pracicing balance,
coordimaiion and mingfd bresihing,

Carod Layton &3 the Derecior of Communications and Administration for NCEAM
af Baptisr Children’s Hemes gf Novth Caraling

Lakemew Mercantlle & Gardens

J & 4 Generation Owners * 35 Years Experience * New Merchandise

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

765-9133

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

« Garden Supplies
» Seed

* Annuals

* Perennials
« Shrubs
Soils
Fertilizer
Pottery & Containers
Hanging Baskets

Find us on
Faceboolk
for Specials

www. brenews.com
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Are You Shifting the Blame?

By Skawn Thooas
Burke County

Hnspi:e and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

i Thrift Store

Antiques Vintage Items Books Clothing
Electronics Furniture Tools Jewelry Art

"The people spoke against God and Moses, "Why have you |
Brought us up out of Ezypt to die in the wildamezs” For thare |8
iz no food and ne warer, and wa loathe thiz mizerable food. "
(Mumbers 21:5)

Lhnmibers 2154 says the people of Tarael “became n-
patient becanse of the jouwrnsy™ o the wilderness, But as
people after do, they vented their anger in the wrongz direction. Verse 5 says that
“The peopie spoke agmnst God and Moses, "Wy kave you brought us ug out af
Eevpr to die .77 Why were they blanung “God aepd Moses™7? The reason they
were dving in the wildemess -
was entirely their own fauls.
blambers 14 t2lls ws thar the

people refused to entar the Closed on Sund ay & Mﬂﬂdﬁ?
Canaan at the direction of " i .
S Tl i g e 22 Open Tuesday thru Friday 9:00-4:30
Crod sanrenced tham o dis Satu fdﬂ".f 9:00-12:30

ik the wilderness instead of

rheritng the Promized Land

(14:35). It was not God's
fault they wers floundenine

T e 25% off for Senior Citizens on Wednesdays
was their own

25% off for all Veterans every day
Bt like many of us today, the people of Isrzel ware lookng for someons alze . L
to blame. It can be bard to own up to our mistakes, 50 we often look to “shift the BOGO on all Books and Clot hlﬂg on Frldﬂ‘.l'S

blame™ fo someone else: pur sponse, child, 3 supervisor, co-worker, classmate —
or even, like Israel here to God Himself

Are wou doing this” Ave won suffering the consequances of vour own disobedi- = =
ence to God in sorpe area of wour lifs, but vou have not been willing to adaout 107 Shup Df.'l natE vn'“"teer
I e gox e hju S5y RN MRy o Gl e For more information call:
ting that you kave brought this wpon yoursalfT If so, vou never w

any prozress before God or man, watl vou first stop oying o shift the blame. 828 -EBB-G#UD 3

Shawn Thomas iz Senior Pastor af Plearant Ridge Bapiicr Church in Morganion -;ﬁ':,-!: k

Hir mezzapes and devotionals are available at wwisshawnethomar com "_"'r. : by |
PN Hosploe and Dalllarive r‘ n

- b | are ui b
Stand fast therefore in the hiberty wherewith Cheast hath made nus b T S

free, and be not entangled agarn with the yoke af bondage.
Galatians 5:1

‘ Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove,

Buck Stove would ]ike to invite you to stop’i}_!r our manufacturing facility.
Wheﬂteryuuarah your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure

to have &umel:'hing F you will love. Our outdoor living store has

weather proof polywood turniture, customizable fire pits, and our ESSSSSERSREE 0
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and

styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal &
work. Duraddress is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive
- Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
828-7T65-6144
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That's n r: "'(_:up of

Miracle Grounds Coffee Shop & Cafe is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. Stop in for a breakfast sandwich, daily lunch specials, and
specialty coffees and drinks. Miracle Grounds also serves as a vocational
classroom for our student workers and net proceeds support the mission
of Crossnore School & Children’s Home.

N,

MIRACLE GROUNDS\j'

coffee shop & cafe

8 Fountain Circle | Crossnore, NC 284146 | (828) 733-2247

WAWW. CIoOssNore.org
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Independence Day

We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth of July every
year. We think of July 4, 1776, as a day that represents the Declaration
of Independence and the birth of the United States of America as an
independent nation.

Wishing your Independence Day sparkles as brightly as the fireworks.

lF'l
.lﬁl

x Pruitt

(855) 3 PRUITT . pruitthealth.com

www brom
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Discover a Better Way of Lite!

delonging, support,
and reassurance. ..

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Considering a move to Senior
; Means YOU are Living or Assisted Living?
]lV]Ilg at your best! Looking for a temporary stay?
Or, do you have questions
about different semor living

and care options?

Take advantage of all Mars Hill Retirement
Community has to offer- beautiful views of the
Blue Ridge Mountains along with easy access to
lectures, sporting events, and a host of cultural ~ Let’s talk about it. Call us at

oppestiitics 4t Macs Hil Usirvernfy 2l 4 828.689.7970

way of life that is focused on your needs and
desires ... all right here in Mars Hill.
o é\
- 2

www.MarsHillRetire.com * 170 South Main Street, Mars Hill NC 28754
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