August 2018

A New School Year Begins

Before another editon of Blune Fidge Christian Mews hits the street, our children and srandchildren will be back in the walls of classtoomms across our state and na-
tion. That first day will be an exciting one for many and a tranmatic day fior others. The most tranma possessed ones involved will probably be the mothers of the new
kindergarten children that will be leaving bome and the nest for the first real dme! 1 stll remember my first zrade teacher, Mrs. Byrd, at Tipton Hill School where I
sttended many, many yvears ago and bow exciting it was.

Today, many things are the same as they were then, and many things have changed. The schoepl eavironment is very different in so many ways, some changes may
be ood, but many are not beneficial to the children enrolled today. The major difference today is not really in the schpols though, it is m the change of the family
stmuciure itsalf and the teachings that were being taught in the bome. Today we Christians tend to faalt the school systems becauze we cannot have prayer like we used
to, in fact, our days started with a moming devedion read over the PA systermn fo the entire school and having prayer in our clazsroom was not uncommon at ail. We all
know this is not allowed any more and while I wish it were and do think it has nothing ot posiive influence on the children, the courts will no longer allowy this. In
the mid 19507 and sixty’'s the vast majority of sur populaton especially hers in the Bible Belt of Western Morth Carolina were professing Christians and prayer and
Bihle readimg was a totally acceptable thing to do in all poblic places. Today those things are not necessarily me. While I personally wish thess things snll toeok place,
I do realize that it is a different world today. When I was in school it was not conunon for there to be a singls parent howsehold, today that story is also very different.
Today the pumbser of children living in a single parent family has mipled what it was then and if you add the momber that live in a family that the parents have divorced
znd remarmmied the pumbers are even more amazing.

While I tmaly wish we could go back to having the 10 Commandments and other spirial references in our schools, this will probably never really go back to where
it was. What we really nesd to work o is the famdly vmit, starting with the marmiages. The world of social media and mstant access to all kinds of things has had a
dramatic mpact upon each of our personal lives, and cam be good or bad, depending on how we use it. Sexting never nsed to exist and Snapchat was not even though
of. The promotion of sexual images has becoane totally overwhelming, These things can certainly desitoy marmiages in a moment. We meed to pray that our marmage
may be smong and Christ centered, that we zet conples to take fime to be sure that they are evenly voked m their beliefs and are willing to toby commit to each other
that marriaze will be until desth do ws part. Fathers need to step up and be the spirmal leaders in the family, reading the devotions and taking the family to church, not
sendimy them  When we lose the famuily valnes and Christian valnes we see the drug addition skyrocket as it has in the past fear years, the going to church and praying
together is not a gnarantee that bad things will not happen bt it does lessen the chance. It at least gives the children a base to fall back on if things po wrong, and they
sometinies will.

Lonping for the “zood old days™ will not changs the things that need to be changed unless we changs st home The school are not tasked with that you and T aral
Certainty, pray for our schools, our principals, our school boards and staff and especially our teachers, mnderstand thouwsh that you and I are the home front, we are the
froot line of offense and defencze against the devil’s workshop., If the children are to be taught nght from wrong, espect for aathority and good work edhics, it is ap to
us. Make sure your children are clothed in the total Armounr of God becaase, like it or not, they will be facing a battle for salvation i this old world, school included.
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mﬂm~ Yancey Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPFLIANCES CHIROPRACTIC L& Furnitare (26) INSURAMCE RESTAURANTS
Jonathan's Used Appliances (31)  Cruz Chiropractic (42) Peoples Farniture (24) Fertner Insurance (£) Abeles Resturant {12)
Southwest Trading (35) Miller Insurance Group (14)  Bastam Chef (21)
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers COLLEGE Mitchell Co. Farm Bureaw (36)  Bubba's Good Eats (35)
Buchanaa Yeung (37) Mayland College (25} GUN SHITHIN' Nation Wide / Trent (25) oTs (27)
Johs Greene Cheyser (7) Neowel Callege 39) Papay’s () Western Sizin (5
MULCH
AUTOMOBILES - Tires CPA HAIR SALOM MeClure Construction {17) RETAIL
Spruce Pine Tire (21) Jamie Miller {10) Rumors Saloa (T) BB's Ovarstack (I8)
NURSERY Grassy Creek Clothing (146)
BUILDING SUPPLY DENTST HEALTH CARE Lakeview Garden () Meantain Time (40)
Summit Building Supply (11) Seott Murphy (13) Bakersville Commamnity Chnic (21)
Caralina Home Care (I9) PHARMACY RETIREMENT
CHURCHES EMPLOVHENT Missien Health (1, 1) The Prescription Pad (20) Mars Hil Retirement (45)
Miagass Bagtis (¢) Noan Mountan Misistries (13)  Prsi Health Care (47)
Bear Creek Baptist (4) PLUMBING/HEATING THRIFT STORE
Berry Chapel Baptist (4) EVENTS HEARING AIDES Burlessa Mumbing Heating (47)  Hospice and Paliative Care of the
Burkement Baptst (4) Back to School Bash (16) Mirade Ear (46) Biue Kidge, lnc (45)
Faith Fellowship (4) Freedom Life (37) POOLS
First Advent Christian (4) High Country on Aging (30) HOSPICE Backyard Creations (14) TRANSPORTATION
First Bapist Spruce Pine () McDowell Co 0SS CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Yascey Tramsit (35)
Grauy Creek Baptist (4) Mitchell Chamber (5) Care/McDowedl. (42) PROPANE
Great Hope Tth day Advestist (4)  Valdese Touwrism (31) Hospice and Palliative Care of the  Amesigas (19) TREE SERVICE
Morganton Sevesth day Adventist (§)  Yamcey Chamber (I8) Blwe Kidge, Inc {11) Ray's Tree Service [43)
Pine Branch Baptiat [4) Huspice of Mutherfordten (12)  REALTORS
Mumtres Presbyterian (4) FARM SUPPLIES Hospice of Yancey (25) Whitson Realty (1)
Sproce Pine United Methodist (4)  Griffith's General Store (17)
5t Lncian Cathalic () HOUSING RERABILITATION/NURSING
The Bridge (4) FURNITURE Clayton (20) Brian Center (§)
West Barnsvlle Baptit (4 Back Stove (45
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Church Directory

: T The Bridge Church Berry Chapel

T i of WNC Baptist Church

i % 207 ] sp mpwﬂ

n i Bpruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬁ'g‘m';:- 28777

i L www Lridgewnc. org woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com

(& - Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams

T 4 ! Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School B:45 AM

b o T ¥ £ Wadnesday Service 7.00PM Worship Servica 11:00 AM

i comm el o Church Offica M-F Sunday Evening Care Meal/

N | o 9:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM

e | i o Mo of T Couty hin sebost” Eve

& Lt ..._:i | % ::::ﬂ “':""u' plee wh'm"“h plby Servica T:00 PM

e T =il ] 14 iransiom our communiy, siate, VWihaere Evarybody is

e M Lt | nation and wodd (5o Jobn 17.21) And Jasus Christ is Lord|

i Morganton Faith Fellowship Church

= ‘ i Seventh-day Champ Ray R

BT B Adventist Church Micavile, NG 28755

i3 I £ o 2187 Jameatown Road {E?.H:I-I:TS-EI-H

N b Morganton, NC e

i § l T W BZB-584-8212 i

b ;b www fiorradio.ong

4 ! i Pastor Rick Mercer

X | fl Pastor: David Gillesple

- 1 Sabbath (Saturday)

o o Bibla Study - 8:30 am ﬁ-l.l'l'lilﬂ'ﬁﬂl:ﬂ'lmm

# o Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Service - 10:45 am

o - Vegetarian Buffet after church VWednesdey Bible Study - T00pm

i e Wadnasday “Tha sisps of 5 good men e

3 Pralza, Prayer & Proclaim - ordared by tha Lond:
7.00 pm And ha dedighiath in his way”
www.morgantonsda.org Psaim 37:23
Altapass Baptist
Church mcmh mhﬁﬂpﬂlt West Burnsville Burkemont
u
b ot 285 RSN 538 vy Baptist Church Baptist Church
aliapassbaplistchuerchiecvnocom| TES-4E20 Burnsville, NC 28714 . NC 2BB5S
"-‘_*—h-“ﬂﬂlh Z www. grassyoraskbe.om (B28)-6E82-3580 B2B-437-2357
Marcus R. Benfield For more information,
Sunsiey Schesl - 18:06am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long pleass visit
Worship -11:00sm homing Worship 11:00am Sunday Schoal: 9:45 a.m, wiww. burkemontbaptist.org
Suiidgr Penesieg = Tilten Sunday evening §:30pm Moming Service: 10:50 &.m
tet & 3rd Sundey Wednesday: Sacvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. David Mills, Sr. Pastor
(Conductors for Christ sges 5-11) JAM, (Jesus and Me) T.00pm ¥ Service 6:30 p.m.
e by S Seokers (young adults) 7:00pm| Youth and TeamKid: 6:00 pm 8:30am - Early Worship
Wednesday = 7 Mid-wesak worshlp F-00pm Mmhhu:-j::h‘ :45am - Sunday School
. Tt el Gy e e s 11.00am -
Bilils Balisving Chureh™ may know Christ® pirymical sids of ot church ang community. 6:00pm - Evening Worship
Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek fﬁ"ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church bl Baptist Church
el 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church o
R26-TE5-E014 Bakersville, NC 26705 2907d US Hwy T0E Spruca Pina, NC 28777
weww gl chrch com www.bearcreskbaptist com NG Phane: (828) 765-2101
Pastor Ryan Bridges ; wiana pinabranch st.nat
pastonficlumireschurch com Reverend Bruce Cannon i iy
Pastor Barry ofney
e apay ot Emd;y E$;:|1nd “ﬁ ;rm Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Li¥fe Cimup Tismasimy- Thumdiy ewsnings, T-00pn Wiorsh rvica 10: Sabbath (Saturday) .

Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Bible Study-10:00am Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
Rt My LR B Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Worship - 11:30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mmn ummmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
] et you i go Bfad b il —ivad el - mr Pmr-
i-tnmt-m;-mm "For God so loved the world, ha mﬁﬁm - T:00pm A Bible-bellaving Fellowship

ik iy ey gave his enly Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
8 P First Advent
' First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United

Et.ulﬁ.::t:lcn'tllun Spruce Pine Mﬁmﬂ  Church Christian Church
cath rch . 20 South MNE 28868

B95 Summit Strest 125 Tappan Sirest Spruce Pine, NC 28777 -8206

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 FHINRY T I T W, SprUcepineume. ong T T
—— spumc3ballsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
Phone (B28) T65-2224 sprucepinafbe.cam
. gpibe blogenol. com B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂ;l::r Javiar
Dr. Branch Pasior Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Sunday Mass 8:00 am !:l:'qw Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Faith Formation Sunday School - 10:00am Bunday Worship 11 200 AR
E 11:!!1!“! Wiod: Youth Maal 53098 -
6:00 pm Sehodl - 45 am %m A B
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- m:uﬂmﬂm“ ks Adult Bitds Stu BAOPM
- missinn of Spruce Chair 16PN
& Di0pm 'A‘m pm Epum:‘;-wmm Sat, Band Praciics 4:30P84
[ |
wm.mmw m%mrm mﬁmm@:mm

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Chelsea’s Blog
Jesus And A Cozy Corner Booth

By Chelsea Blevins
Temegy Couriy

KT told you I hedn't been on the stagele bas lately, I'd be tell-
mz a'hiz one. Timth 5, I've been midme the cmeple bos taemty-
four homrs 8 day in attenpes to recollsct myzalf

Dirowning in doubt, comparing noyself to others wormyine nnye-
self sick over past ooonrrences, worrying shout things that haven't
even kappened yet, tying to fix everytiing. . .. the list conld 2o on and on. Suxely, T'm oot
the only one who does this.

Tt soumeds silly: Tt this bas been me on level 10 bxiely, by mind is maly oy worst ensmy
Crten. T feed like God laughs st ooy fesble amempts atf rying to plan out, fix. and reparpose
oy life. Anybody else feel like they really iy, but really just flat oot £21l7 Yesh me too.
Welcome to the life of me, Chelsea Who has always ziven 100 percent in atternpés of tr-
iz to ke ber life the way she feals it should go. Ya kmow, perfact.

Bahsha. .. what weak sttenapts I have at being in conirol of oy Life and thinking nry
ways are what's best for me. Fmy fighs?

I =it back =nd think what causes ns to mn and be filled with dowbt and wmbelief or feeline
mqualified for Gods plan and oaly one excise that covers it all comes to mind | FEAR.

Fear hinlds us hack fromn 500 many things. doesn 't if?

TAM S0 GUIITY fo question (God snd his plan for ooy life.

Thave a simiple lite notebook whese T collect oy favorite quotes, scriphares, e, that
stand out fo me and that [ never want to forzet. It kad been 3 rough couple of days coversd
in fear, doubt, regrets, and feeling mmqualifisd so I picked 19p my notebook. Inside were the

BE WHEEE YOUE. FEET AEE

Timmediatehy bezam o ponder on these few simple words. Thepan to glmce down and
up &t the Literal place myy feet had landed. Tears filled noy eves as I tonght shour all the
places my fechle feet had heen The places Jesus has camied me In tirmes of fear, fathmes,
and hearthreaks he follewed and guided my footsteps leadine me to the omment place moy
fest reside And o think I am fearfl of the sreaf thines he has m stome?

Oifen when feslings of inadaguacy and fear s=ttle in [ think showt the stony of Moses. [
rezd ahout Moses snd I ofien am quick o think of nryself. Doobifil and fearfill of the plan
God has shead of me.

We read that God showed up to loses throush 3 roing bosh. God bezan to call ot to
Mfpses o receive his attenteon. T jast bowe what God says next as be grasps the atention of
MAdoses, a5 be tells himn o tske his shoes off for the place he stood was Holy grommd. Up wm-
til recendy I never really undersiond the power or meaning in tis stfement. Bt now I seea
theat where nyy feet are and where Jesus mests. is centamby 8 Holy groumd. God calls Moses
i deliver his people and Moses s fearfil. He begms doubtne the plan God hias for kim
and he questions his shitiny GUILTY. Moses had a speech problem snd he was sure God
couldn’t have st asked him o do the very thing he felt poarty at completing: So. Moses
begins to oy and mn sy fom the plan God has called him o do. GUILTY, agsm,
“Butod, I can'r speak well what if they don't understand me™ But Cod, why me™

These words hit me so hard 35 [ began to think abouat all the times [ have questioned and
domived the dory God had for me.

Alhoush Moses donbied, God reassured him fime and tme szain. Don't you feel him
dio that 1o youn as well”

Bt the words spoken to loses in reply to his fears speak witer vohmmes suddenty cmsh-
iz every fear or exonse Moses could have as God speals:

‘TAMTHATIAM

I thery ask who sent youw, el them THE T AW sent you™

Tihvink that God cames down to MMoses and smarsled bim up a litle as he spoke theze
words into Moses. TAW THAT TANM. His resssurance provided Moses with strenath i bis
weakness 55 he whispered these words. There is something comforting in knowing thatin
2 time of fear thers iz ons who is in face all we need Mo explanators, oo if's or bos but a
sinple mswer that oovers all.

“Buf Good I fear, 7

“Buf G, I meed you o el me what is next™

‘Bt God, T need you to promise ne i is gonna be okay.™

“Buxt (God I need you i show me nry besr won't be broken azain befiore Twill st ™

He replies with the same fear shastering smswer, [AM THAT TAM.

Man, =n'tir so comfoming o know that no matter what von neay face HE IS in the face
the snswer o it all

I zoom felt bis imvitation as I heard these words.

The urvitation fo be where moy fest are 3 Holby prommd, where Theve the mpst personal
e on e cormesction with Jesus. The one where noghing else matters amd every fear noms
ar the smmd of Hizs narme.

“Welcome to the party; you are imvited. Mo dress code, makewp, or directions needed ™

Jinst you and me.

S0 many times, I want a party with fiends and dancing snd lsnghter snd besuty, But 1
aften forzet shout the ooe on ope-tEme Tesus wants with me The tme [ need with Him.
The party where it is just me and Jesus spending time oo Haly grovmd.

The party where my feet are tired, ooy hands wom, and ooy beart feeble and [ feel 5 lide
madequate and mmqualifed Yot he holds me He mvites me to spend a liste time with him
m a cozy comer booth. MMy messy, usly, broken self And ir's st beauiifiol and confprtine
theat e wants me thers Fastas Tam

Hiayr mesmry timaes has (aod called you and ireited you cmto Hoby ground o scooniplish
theat which he has for you? Yet you stand there and queston vour vahae as you fear, dmake,
and worry.

Tezns pullsap a chair in that cozy comer booth and be imeites you. He speaks comfort and

wonds, [AMTHATIAM

He mches closer with a soft smile and wihispers,

“T'm here. Even though you feel warthless, you're not. Even though you feel a Hitle lost
confinued on page 20
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“Commiited to Excellence Shace 1919
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INSURANCE AGENCY
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THE FINAL TEST
By Jovee Harvwood

A Hietle girl was sad each day; she sar there all alone.
The ckildren all made fin of her; she wanted fo go kome.
They made her cry and hate the day, fo speak she was notl free
At home ey loved her ay she was; that'y where she longed ro be.

Then one day she met the Lord; He told her af His gift.
He loved her so He gave Hiv life; o gave her heart a it
Twas then she realized her worth more than gold.
Creator af the universe had chosan her, she was told.

You "Il be the one fhat T'will trust with many precious fiings.
And when yon come fo Iife’s hard road, you "Il walk beside The King.
Jesus whizpered fo her sonl that whar FOU think af you,

Is what pon really do become, I've made your ljfe anew

Competing now in high school, she’s rin among the best.
ing what way im her heart has stood the fimal fest.
New reaching with authority, steady voice with head held high,
Her sindenty awed by wisdom @y she looked them i the eye.

Levvons learned from childhood and the book abowve the rest,
Wit the Bible as your rosdmap, you will pass the final fest.
Lhe read a note from paremts whe responded fo her call
“You re a Mlessing to our children, Signed, yonr old classmates, one and all ™

Jay iz a resident of Madison County, where she now Inaes with har husband,
Danny Jog Baldwin. She iz currently a member of Mt Zion Bapaist church in
Marzhall, NC. As a previons membar, she calls Forkz gf Ry Missionary Bapfist
Church in Feaverwile, “home away from home ™. She is currentl) singing wiih the
rozpel Group “Jonahk Foice™ out of Mars Hill, NC. Her latest somg " Homecom-
ing ™ will zoon be heard by mamy

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Care Ins.

*» VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Karen McDowell @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

\\\l/ ‘.
Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
* Call us for Reservation Program

Phone: (828) 765-7312

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Ragan Park Fax: (828) 765-7295

wwrw bicnews.com
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Christian Action League

A Historical Common Thread
of Cultures in Decline
By Dr. Mark Creech

The prophet Isaiah was 3 towering fizare in his day.
He was notf only a prophet of God but a memendous
statesman. A consultant to Kings Ahsz and Hezekiah
of Judah, Isaiah displayed a remarkable understanding
of the international affairs of his day. Sometmes his
wise counsel was heeded and other tmes not.

Chapter 28 of the Book of Isaiah is a fascnammg
paszage ahont 3 naton on the brink of collapse. It reads:

"And these alzo have wandened through wine, and by means gf strong drink
hve strayed; the priest and the prophet e wandared by means of strong drink;
rhey hinae boen swallowed down By wing, thay have strayed by means of strong
drink; they have wanderad in vision, they have stappered in judement. for all
their tables are full of vomit and fith, not one place 15 clean ™ {Is. 28:7-8).

The text concems the people of Fadah 2= distingnished from the people of Ista-
el, who had separated from Fodah. (Inciden-
tally, the ten fribes are referenced as Ephraim
in werses | and 3 of the same chapter and a
similar charge is made against them.) The
period cited is likely to be the dark tme
which followed the ephemers] splendors of — P—
Hezekizh’s reign. E Ar

The dmmnkenness mentioned in the pas- I "'-i!--.' =
szre should be interpretad both literally and o
spirizally. The physical effects of inebriation are made o porray Judah's moral
unsteadiness. The imegulanty of the movements of an mdividnal who is consumed
by alcohol —unable to walk siaight — unsble to see matters clearly - umakble to
navigate directly to a precise print - is demonstrative of the nation’s erratic spiri-
fual and moral behaviors. Add to this the flihy way the doonkard discerns life, the
filthy langnage used, and the flthy displays of impropriety so that everyiling is
mads unclean. The coumiry’s character, saws the prophet. is like its drnking,

Sir Angus Watson once wrote, “The three rocks oo which frail humanity meost
often makes shipareck are dromk, pambling and inwnorality, which are intimately
related, and of these three drink by far is the most common ™

A it was with Jodah, the widespread wse and everindulgence of alcohol is
historically a conunon thread among cultures in decline.

Fresdom had het birth among the hills of Greece. Her writings are sull smadied
by intellectuals today; military leaders admire the exploits of her Grecian officers;
students of stmctural engineeting and architecture dig among ber ruins. But little
is known shout the rigid abstinence from alcohol which helped produce the men-
tal and politcal giants who made ancient Gresce.

By the ttme of the Apostle Paul, when he gave his sermon on Mars Hill, the
priests of the many gods of the land were leading worshippers into the lewdest
forms of debauchery. After the Panhellenic Empire came into power, the idolamy
fook on even greater forms of perversion and degeneracy. Within fime, the Free
States would lose their suthority and influence. Local autonomeons political vmits
faded, and large population groups moved from the rural and small-town seftings
and into the urban centers where the connumption of wine incressed by colos-
sal proportions. Consequentially, the ciroamstances which produced the mighty
hetoes of Greece dissppeared. and she was perfecitly conditioned to fall to Fome.

Foorme would also get canght in the mesh of wine before its fall. Afier the con-
qaest of the Mediterranean basin, heavy drinking and degeneracy wonld replace
the raditional values of temperance.

The Fomans had methods that gave aid and assistance to excessive drinking.
They would drink on an empry stomach o get drunk faster, vomit, then ezt food,
drink more wine, and play drnking pames_ hiark Antony, the Foman politician
and General, was well-known for taking pride in destroctive drinking hehavior
The once prest and mighty Fome wonld evenmally tumn aside from the kind of
character snitable to defend itself against imvaders from the Mosth.

The point made here 1= not that alcobaol was the sole reason for the destmction
of these dvilizations, nit instead to argue that a culre’s easy acoeptance, wide-
spread and excessive use of alcohol, is nnguestionably an sccelerant for every
form of decadence, dissipation, and dissolnton. Such is sympiomatic of 3 pecple
ireacherpusly sliding downward.

Someone once nsed this illusiration: If a man riding a spirited borse loosens
the reigns, the horse may go faster, not becaise the horse bas been excited, but
becanse the restraint has been taken off The man who imbibes an alcoholic bever-
age iz like 3 Nder who loosens his hines or throws them sway. This principle is
not only tmae for the individual who drinks, but also for 3 nation that celebrates
glcohol and other recreational dmgs.

Today in America even the prophet and priest have wandered on this issne.

Tts rare to hear A sermon ahoat slcohol nse from the pulpit amymore, owch less a
message faithfal to the Bible's feaching on the subject. Farely do clergy engage in
the policy debates about the need for alcohel’s regulation and comtrol.

All the while, this nation reels in a morally dnanken stupor, seemingly unable o
wilk 3 siraight line in its political endesvors, suffering blarred vision, and unshls
io set the course for a bright foture. Commption, obscenity, snd lcentionsness have
contaminated everything. Our national character is very much like our donking
with all of its associated problems.

Cur nation must literally and spiriually sober up, lest it fade into obscurity as
other sreat civilizations bhefore it.

Raverend D Mark Creech iz Executive Directar gf the NC Christian _dction
League. Tou may contact him af rev. markcrecch@chrizianactionleague.org or
RIB-FRF-060G
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Mira::lf:ﬁ
By Jody Griffin
AMitchell County

Hearken unto thiz, O Job: stand 60l and consider the
wondrows works of God. (Job 37:14, KTV

Omn July 28, 2018 my eves behald a most magnificent
sight  Incarcerated fathers spent an entite day msida
the gates of the prizon with their children There was
nmch langhter, singing, sharing and the spirit of Hope
was alive within thess walls! It conld DMLY be the mi-
raculons gift of a Gracious God Who conld orchestrate
such things!

Months ago, I presented the need for volunteers and financial contmibuations to
this comupuanity that would be required for the events of this day to take place.
Ever so slowly, the required monies/people began showing up. Prayer and re-
peated pleas flowed from my heart as I thought of the children whose lives would
be tonched by God’s Love in action during this very special One Day with God
Camp._ I knew that I could not let myy fear of failing these children and their fathers
overtakes me. [ knew I nesded to trost God, and thet T simply needed to watch and
ses what God would do__.

Through miraculous provision, as the Lord touched the hearis of people like
yourself, the resources of Heaven amived just in time! Thanks o the willingness
of compassionats people, mur Camp was fully funded once again this year and
sounds of joy echoed all aroumd!

Chver the next couple of months, I hope to share some of the incredible things T
saw that day. But for now, [ mast begin by giving all praise and honor to God for
what has been done! There are a mumber of what I call “prelimimary™ miracles that
need 1o be kpown by all.

First, the divine appoiniment I experienced through ne knowledgs or conmec-
fion of mry own. A few months out from our Camp day the funding shortfall was
significant From my perspective, [ doubted that it was possible for this day to
happen My heart was hesvy for the children who wonld miss this opporumity and
for their fathers whose hearts were being turned to their children in 8 new way as
a result of this opporiumity being presented to them. It was an incredible burden
o me as I sensed that it was somebow my responsibility to make this day happen.
(Silly me...@)

Crur Faithil Heavenly Father was at work in spite of my doubis! A mdracle
was about to mke place! A member of our mstitaton staff and moyzelf had sent a
request to an organization looking for ways to be used as Blessings in the Mame
of the Lord, expecting that they would do soanething but with MO idea they would
challenge us the way that they did.

“Raiza pne half of vour needed funds before we zend you a check ™ they said.
“And we will metch what yon
hawe raised ™

That “half’ equated to 34500
and we had a current balance
arcund F3000! My beart raced,
I tossed and tarned each nizght.
Crur donstion stream had slowed
o & drop by drop pace. I called :I..-
Forgiven Minisoy who con-
ducts these wonderfinl camps in
prisons around our state and our
coumiry, even around the world.

My friend Faren who man-
apes the office of this incredibla
mimisiry said to me in the calm-
est, most faith filled tone, "Chaplain. we just need to stand still and waich our God
do what our God does.” That wasn't all she said . but it was all T needed.

That’s it! I just needed to stand sall! This could only be done in complete confi-
dence in the One Who Provides All Things!

Within days, we had met (and exceaded) our zoal of 34500, Our ‘miracle’
match was on the way, and I just stood there and took it all in with niter amaze-
meni!

Tir all of yvou who prayed. who gave and who believed that this day would
come snd to all of vou who served the children and their fathers in oy way I tes-
fify to you this day, that OUR GOD IS FAITHFUL! To GOD be the Glory! Great
things He haz done!

There is 50 mwuch more to be szid. . but for now, let me encourags you to “. ..
Stand sull, and comsider the wondrons works of God. ™

Jody Grifin iz pastor gf Central Baptizt Churnch in Spruce Ping amd Commaunity
Funded Chaplin at Avery-Mitchell Cormectional Dnstifution.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

HWelcomes You fo

(Celebrare EHecovery
Thursday’s at 7F:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Chrisf

The Tremendous Need for
Earnest Prayer

Evy Bruce Cannon
Mirchell County

There are so many reasons the Church needs to ear-
nestly pray. First, a careful study of people living aroumd
our Churcles reveal that an overwhelmimg percentagze do
oot attend Church In fact, it is estimated in some westerm
Worth Carpling areas the percentage of people that do
oot attend can range as kigh as 75%. When one looks at the attendance wends
of all denominations it is noted that most congregations have gotten significantly
smaller in size ower the past decades.

A second reason for praver concems the rise of acivities the Bible refers to as
“migquity”. In Marhew 24:12 the Saiptures state that in the later days “miguity
shall abovnd. ' This simply is 8 “catch all” carezory for the actions we are seeing
=i prevalent today such 23 dmg uze. the breskderam of the home the lack of a
work ethic, criminal activi-
fies and so forth.

A striking similari
is easily seen in that the
smaller and weaker the
Charch gets, the greater
nfe nicuity will
have over a society. Itis
the voice of the Church
empowered by the Spirt
of Good that hoelds evil in
check. And if the Church

And whils 5]l of these
things are e and sesm- -
ingly leave ns without hope, the tmuth could not be further from that. God has
always used the dark times to draw a renmant of believers to prayer, faithfolness,
concern and 5o forth. Someone bas said that the darker the night, the brighter the
light shines.

It is e for the Charch to be filled with passion for her Lord and perform ex-
iravagant displays of lavish love. What better place to exhibit boundless zeal and
boly passion than m the place of prayes?

Fead these preat Scripiures conceming prayer and take o heart the promises
mada-

John 15-7 - Ifye abide i me, and my words abide i vou, yo shall askwhat ye
will, and it shall be done unto you

Luke 11°9 - And I sy wnto you, Azk, and it thall be given vou: seak, and ve shall
find: Ereck, and it shall be opened wnto you.

Pralms 3417 - The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out
g il their frowubles.

The psalmist zzks in Pzabm 4325, “Why art thou cast down, O sy soul? and wiy
arf thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praize him, who iz the
Fealth of my countenanca, and my Cod ™

It's not fime to be discouraged. defeated or depressad! It's ome to be filled with
bope because the God of the universe will hear our prayers and will answer.

Pray with me that this present darkness will pive way to a glorious time of revival
and movement of the Lord as our King hears our pravers and will send a great
revival in our land.

Rev. Bruce Cannon crrrantly serves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly ke served az Director of Missions for the Biadan
Baprizt Arzociafion and kas semved on the General Board of the Bapnst State Con-
vention gf North Caraling.
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By Dioug Harrall

Many of us are or have been blessed with wonderfinl par-
ents that have taught and mained us comectly and hopefully
shared the importance of developing a personal relationship
with our Lord and Savior Tesus Christ. I am formmnste 1o be
one of those that has been blessed in all regands.

Thirty years azo, my wife Barbara and I were home one
weekend snd took time to sit doem with her mother. Bells
Buchanan and nry mother and dzd. A T and Geneva Hamell. We told them all
that we were plarming on refurming home in a conple of vears and planned to stay
in Mitchell County and be thers to help take cars of them in thedr old age. In
1990 we made that move home to the momtaims and are stll living here and if the
Lord is willmg, will do that umtil it is time foras to go to our etemmal home. The
twenty-eight years here has been a blessing bevond descoption. Wow I Enow that
many of you cannot make 3 move 0 come boone 1o look after parents, but if you
can, it is well worth the sacrifice to do it. I‘heEnmandmmI,“HmurTlr_l.rFamﬂ
and Mother that your days may — -
be many™ is the only ons with
2 promise amached to it. Dad
and I were always close bat to
be ahle to spend tweniy-two
years working topsther on the
farm, hontimg together and just
spending time fogether was a3
blessing greater than I can even
describe. Onur roles changed as
the years went by and if you are
ahle to spend tme with your
parents, you will see the robes
changze as the years roll on. We
were working parmers on the fanm as long as Diad was physically able to do hard
wiork and in the later vears of his life, he was the one that kept an eye on things
and let me know what needed to be looked after or fixed, and there are always
things on the farm that need to be fiwed! Dhad had 3 massive stroke at almpst
ninety-5ix years old, lacking thres weeks, and I fovmd him ont in field with am old
mowing scythe that he was using to cut down some thistle before it weat to seed.
Two days later be left this earth for his hesvenly home. The day he died I had told
himn, ke was imconscious in the
hospital, that I was going to go
home and put up a field of hay
that needed to be baled and I
would be back Later in the day.
He had told me the day be had
the stroke that there was a gate
that needed to be fixed and a
fenre post that had broken off.
Later that day when I returned
I wras told by the purses that his
breathing had been very labored
for the past bour. [ walked in
the room, sat down beside him
and held hiz hand, leaned over and mwold him Diad the kay is up, the fence is fined
and the gate is repaired, all is okay. He never opened his eyes, bat [ am sure that
he beard me. His breathing and his face relaxed. about fifteen minutes later he
ook his last breath. I am sure be waited on me o retum with that news that all
was taken care of.

Two vears Later, Barbara’s mother, Balle Buochanan passed saay bat we had
years of visiting and being with her that are tofally precions to ns and I know
were 0 ber as well. She kad been at ome but went to stay with Barbara’s sister
in Hickory and her heart jost
stopped while she was there.
This past week my mother,
Geneva Hamrell passed away
at our home afier being with
ns for six years, most of which
required 24-T care. Thave gone
thronzh all this just o encons-
age you o honor and provide
for your parents to the very best
of vour ability, knowing that all
our ciroumstances will e differ-
ent. There sre no regrets and
no wishing vou had done this or
that if you do the very best you can while they are alive. Barbara and 1 sat by my
miother’s caskes in the fimeral home and prayed together and gave thanks to the
Lord for the Life she had lived and the faith that she had, leaned over and kissed
her forebead and told her, we will see you io the moming mother, make sure that
you can do the same thing. Live your fife with the knowledze that you will be
ghble to see them again on the other side, becanse this Life is but a vapor.

Dowg Harrell i3 a ljfe-long resident gf Mitchell Cominy, Owner gf Harmell Hill
Farms, Inc, @ member off Bear Creek Bapiist Church and Publisher qf the Biuve
Ridee Christian Naws,

Far God 50 loved the world, that e gave hiz orly begotten Son, that whoseever
believerh im kim should mor perizh, bur have everlaning lfe. John 3:16

Fundraising
By Lana Ellis
Kingzport, Tennmessoe

Apccording to the Crford Dictonary the meaning of
the word “Fundraising” is the sesking of financial sup-
port for a charity, canse or other enterprise. One source
sxid that the tem “fimdraising™ was first nsed m 18469
but acteslly raising fimds for 3 pamicalar canse existed
long before then, We know for sure it was practiced in
the 01d Testament. A noted example is fonnd in Exo-
dus 35, The Lord instracted Moses to have the people
who “were of 3 willing heart™ to contribute items for
the comstrection of the Tabemacle. More than enough gold, silver, bronze, fine
fabrics, animal skins, oil and precious sfones were given. The “Tabernacle Buoild-
ingz Fund™ was 3 hnge success!

Today with most fondraizers those contributing to the cause receive something
in exchangze. It might be cookies sold af the store entrance of Magszines POEPOOIL
and candy being offered at your door by neighbor kids. Pancake breskfasts, spa-
ghetti suppers or fish fries are often wsed as fondraisers for service clubs. Cloarch
vouth groups raismg money for a mission trip are well known for their car wash-
es!?! {If they're willing to take a wesak out of theit summer break to repair a house
or conduct 3 backyard Bible chab Il gladly contribute in spite of the cowdzes?),

What if conmibuting to a fimdraiser would assure you that at your death you
would go to beaven? Would you “btay” info it? The Catholic Church teaches that
the souls of those who are deceased are kept in “purgatory™. Purgatory is defined
by The Catechism of the Catholic Charch as & “purification so as to achieve the
holiness necessary to enter the joy of beaven ™ Members of the church are given
the oppormnity to reduce the amount of punishment for sins and lessen the tme
spent in purgatory by way of “indnlgences”. Indulgences are eamed by perform-
ing good deeds and quoting certsin prayvers. In the 150{"s plans were in place to
build the new 5t Peter’s Basilica, the most predominate boilding that stands even
today in Vatican City. Enowing that it would take 2 lot of money to construct such
zn alaborate building it became necessary to raise fimds. “Ah ha!™ szid the Power
Theat Was, when the Lightbuolb lit up e o
over his head. Father than by just
goed deeds and prayvers, what if one
conald “buy™ indalzences? The idea
became a reality and the practice
of mdulgences being sranied in
exchange for money became the
“Basilica Church Building Fund”.
“TWant to get to heaven faser? Toss
vou gold coins o the pot.™

To speed up the collection of
fimds Johannes Tetzel was hited by
Archbishop Albert with Pope Leo X's approval Tetzel could have easlye.nmed
the fitle “Fundraizer of the Decade™. Standing at pulpits throughout the land he
would pive the following “sales pitch™:

“Indulgences are the most precious and sublime of God's gifts ... Draw, near,
and I will give vou letters duly sealed by which even the sins which you shall
hereafrer desire to commir shall all be forgiven ... There is no sin so great thar
indulzences canmot remit. Ye priests, ve nobles, ve wives, ye maidens and vou
young men hearken to your departed parents and friends who cry to you from
the bottomless depths. "We are endimng a homrible torment’. they scream ' small
almes from you would deliver us. You can give it now if you will.™

The sayine "As woon a5 the coin in the coffer ings. 8 sonl from purgatary
sprines” is atmibnted to Tetzel At ope of his “fondraismg events™ it is said that a
man zsked Terzel if it were “really™ possible to receive a letter of indulgence for
a “fotare sin.” Teizel, eager to make 3 sale, answered with a resounding, “Yes™.
The man handed over his money to Tetzel and Tetzel added it to his bag with all
the other collecnons. As Tetzel was leaving town he was attacked by the afore-
menfioned man and robbed of all the collected money. The man told Tetzel that
this sttack and robbery was the “funoe sin™ he had in mind!

Albount the same time Frederick the Wise, Elector of Saxony (Genmany), had an
onzoing fundraising event for “The University of Wittenberg Building Fund”™.
It was in the Castle Charch of Wittenberg that Frederick displayed his prized
collection of over 19,000 “awthentic™ refics. Peopls came from everywhere fior
the opportanity to walk through the exhibifion. Upon purchasing their tickets they
ot to feast their eyes on things like “a twig from the huoning bush, soof from the
fiery fumace, hay from the manger, frazgments from Fesns” crib, milk from Mary,
A thomb from St. Anne (Marny's mother), bread from the Last Supper, a thom
from the crowmn Jesus wore and fragments of bones, teeth, and hairs from varous
saints”. Mot only did a purchased ticket give opporiumity to enter the nmsenm of
“authentic™ relics it also incloded indulgences. I imagine that as people exited the
buildimg they were handed a “letter of indulzence.”

Ironically a former Wittenberg University smdent, 8 Catbolic monk named
Martim [ nther, bagan guestioning the sale of indulzences. It was on the massive
wooden door of Frederick s Castle Church that Luther posted his Mmety-five The-
s85 in oppositon to the non-biblical “fimd raising™ practice of graning mdulpenc-
es. This act was the begiming of the Protestant Feformation restoring the orizinal
teachings of Jesus and the apostles, who made no references to the granfing. mmch
less sellimg, of indulzences. The granting of indulzences is still pracoced by the
Catholic Church by reciting the prayer or act of charify assizned. Feceiving
indulzences in exchanze for money, however, came t0 an end shortly after Luther
took a stand against it. Well, so moch for that fund raiser!

Lana Eiliz resides in Kingsport TN, next door fo grandchildrer. Church iz West
Colonial Hills Bapiist Church.

www. bremews. com
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ﬂ":f Graham Evangelistic Association

Freedom Through Truth
By Billy Graham

Aden and women today are seeking various kinds
of freedoon. In many places of the world, people are
gathering in crowds and shouting, “Freedom!™

Some time azo I was at 3 World Fair and saw the
fremendous prospects of science presented in the
exhibifions. I thonghr of what Einstein sxid shortly
before he died. “I feel ™ he declared, “like 2 man
chained I zet a glimpse of reslity and then it fless. If
oaly I could be free from the shackles of my intellec-
fual smallness, then I could understand the universe in which I live™

Mot coly do we want political and intellectual freedom today, we also want
moral freedom. We have sexmal expression on a scale unknown in modern Hmes.
We thought it wonld make us happy, but we are miserable with it. We have fonnd
it destroying not onby our morals, but our souls.

“Te have sexaal expression on & scale unknown in medem dmes. We thought
it would make us happy, buf we are miserable with it. We have found it desroyine
not only our morals, but our souls ™

We sy we want freedom fromn prejudice fresdom from ipnorames and fres-
dom from poverty. We even say we're searching for ralirions freedom. There are
groups m Morth America that want to throw out all Chrstan emphasis, all reli-
gious symbols. They wish to be free from such “bondage ™ They say, “Do away
with the recognition of God in national life ™

Crur forefathers did not feel that way, They desited that we should kave freedom
of religion, ot not freedom from religion. "Blessed iz the nation whose God iz
the Lowd™ (Psahm 33:12). If we push God aside, may God have mercy upon our
nation!

The Scrpnre teaches that the only tuly free people in the world are those who
hawe made Christ their Sawior, Master and Lord. Fesns Christ said, "Fou shall
know the truth, and the fruth shall make you fhee ™ (John B:32).

What, then is trath? People seek for that. too, a5 they seak for freedom. The
scienfist sepks truth about the physical oniverse. The philosopher tries to discover
fmth about bnman exdstence. The psychoelogist looks for tuth abouat the sction and
reaction of the human mind. At the end of his life, Gantams Buddha said, “T am
still searching for tmuth.™

But here is a man, & giant among men, who appears on the horizon. He stands
before His neighbors and friends and declares, “I'am the guth™ (CL John 14:6).
What an astounding claim. “T am the secret of all tmuth—all psychoelogical mmth,
all sociological muth, all scientific truth, all philosophical muth, all reliziows
trath

The Secret of the Univerze

The Scripture says that “By him aii things were creafed ™ (Colossians 1:15) and
“in him all things consist” (Colosstans 1:17). Thers is something that holds mat-
ter topether, and the scientist cannot tell vou what it is. I believe that sommeday we
are going to leam that the secret of it all is Chrst that if He took His hand off us
for five seconds, we would blow apart. He is tath! Ulimate mmsh!

Wow, you can reject this tmuth and think that you are free. You can say, “T have
rejected Jesus Christ, I have rejected God, and now [ am zoing to live it up.” But
you will find vourself in a bondage far greater than awy you kpew before. Yon end
up with inmer conflicts, guilt complexes, inferiorty feelings, fears and nenroses,
and your so-called freedom is a new enshacklement

When Christ told His disciples, “T am the fruth ™ (CL John 14:6). He was either
right and was tellinz the troth or He was a blasphemouns deceiver who knew that
He was not the troth and was lying. Or He thought that He was (5od, and He did
not know the difference That wonld heve made Hirn 3 manisc—a person who
thought He was God when He really wasn®t! Which was it Thart is 3 decizion yon
will have to make. You will have to decide who Fesns Christ is—a liar, an egpoma-

2301 Rutherford "

1136 Greenwood Road

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
phone: B28.766.4400 phone: 8286528777
fax: B28.765.4880 fax: 828 652.6755

nizc, or what He claimed o be: God in the flesh, the nlamate reslify and tmath in
the nniverse. If He is God and the outh, and He tells me to follow Him, I would
be a3 fool not o do so.

God Demands a Commitment

We are all mterested in truth, and Christ is the truth When youw give yourself to
Him He opens the doors of your mind in the most glorions way. You see 3 new
dimension of lifs that you have been previensly blind to. When you open yoursslf
to Christ—o truth—your life lights up. Your whole inner life glows, and there
comes 3 peace and joy and secumity that only He can give.

5o, God demands a decision, a conmitment, 3 swrendsr, 3 cooversion. Jesus
said, “You must be bom again " It wasn't opitonal. He said, “Tou must be born
again ' (John 3-7) before you can get info the Eingdom of Heaven.

When you come to Christ, He gives you a fieedom that is real: “Thengfore [ the
Som makez you free. you shall be fiee indeed ™ (John 8:38).

What is this freedom? First, He frees yvou from the penalty of sin. I conld
prezch from morning until night describing what sin is. But I do not need fo.

You know that yon have
sinned agamst God

We break the laws of
God. We fail God We fall
short of His requirements.
sin kas done something—
it has alienated us from
God. Char sin comes be-
twreen us and Cood, 5o that
He has to kide His face
from us and will not hesr
s, Von may laugh at this
Burt remember: The Bible

says that “fools mock at

sim™ (Proverbs 14:9). You can say that your offenses are small and don't amioumt
to anything. But (God is 3 pure and rightecus and hely God, and in His sight, you
have caused offenses; yvou have caused a clond to come betwesn you and God.
You are separated from God so that your prayers cannot be answered, and all of
our religious actions mean nothing in His sight. You can try fo cover ap your sins,
bat God says that you cammot zet away with it

Bt here comes the glorions part: Christ took the penalty of our sin. That is
what the cross is 51l abont. He died on that cross for people like you and me sin-
ners who had failed Him and had broken His laws. On that cross, God took all of
our sing and 1aid thern on Christ, so that He becames sin for us. He took the jude-
ment of our sin; He took the hell of our sin. And the moral accountshility that von
would ordinarily expect to face at the jndsment. von will not have to face if you
claim Him as your Savior,

I will not be at that judesment. Oh, yes, I have sinned; T have broken God's laws
2 thonsand tmes, bt [ will not have to face the judement. I will not have to zive
a0 accoumt. Why? Because on the cross the Lord Jesus Christ took the acoount-
shility for me. He took the sin and judgment for me. That is the glodous grace and
mercy of God that nope of us can fully understand.

O, the depth of God's grace! Oh, the keight of God's mercy, the breadth of
God’s lowe, that He is willing to say to von and to me., “T forgive youw. Vou will
never have to face the judesment!™ When that gets throngh to vou, vou can go to
bed and sleep 3 new kind of sleep.

The full penalty kas been paid. The Fudre will never sxv, “I promounse sentence
on vou,” bacause Christ has accepted that sentence for you. In Christ youn are frea.
Accept it by faith and go your way rejoicing.

Freed from Sins Power

Second, we are freed from the power of sin. Jesus said “Whoaner commitz s
i @ slave gf sim™ (John §:34). Are you 2 slave of sin? In bondage to jealousy, to
pride, to selfishmess, to inomerality, o gambling, o some drog, to sinful pleasure,
=0 that sin has become vour slave driver?

It may be that sin stands over yon with a whip and lashes yvoun across the back.
You protest, “But I dom’t want to commir this sin. I don't want fo tell this e, I
don’t want to Zet dronk T don’t want to get imvolved with that person ™ But you
vield to the dorminstion of sin—iyon are a slave to sin. The very thing you say you
will not do apain, vou do. It becomes worse and worse 25 vou grow older. Your
heart gets harder and harder, 1mti] finally there is death smd jnd=ment and hell

But when vou know the tmuth, the mmth shall make you free. How wonderful!
5Sim is oo longer i the throne room of oy Life. Christ sits there, and as I daily, mo-
ment by moment, yield my members o Him He puots poy life in order. Satan no
longer has the power over my life that he once kad. 5in is no longer in conumand.
Oh, to be sure, I slip and fall, but Christ is there to pick me up and to put His amm
sround me and to love me.

Chir Heavenly Father has seen everything that you bave done. He is just waitng
now for you to come and condess it o acknowledge it and say, “Lord, bere [ am_
I wamt @ fresh start. I want a new day in my life. I want 3 new beginming. I want a
new birth. T want to be yours from this moment ™ 1963 BGEA

Adspted from an article published in Diacision in Foly 1963, Soiphore quota-
tions are taken from The Holy Bible, Mew Eing Tames Version.

Fmd freadom in Christ today.
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Bv Preacher Chris Fathbone
Mirchell County

Summer iz in full swring! Hot weather, mowing, vacs-
tion, thunderstomms, gardening, etc_.. Whew! Some-
fimes sunmmer vacation is 2o sy it sure doesn’t sepm
like much of a vacation. Well, kids are off from school,
bt most parents only zet 8 wesk or two, if that, for va-
caton. We were fortunste and blessed enough to mavel
io the coast for a week as a family. ['m not necessanky
all that fond of the beach because of the heat. The rest =
of the family seems to enjoy it for the most part so I'm ok to visit for a few days.
The way our schedule worked ouf we were gone for 2 weeks in a row. One week
for famuly vacation snd awother to Casaell for vouth camp. 5o, I've had to endure
tano wesks of hot weather! Hest isn't necessarily mv favorite weather I'm more of
a spring and fall kind of feller myself. When I hear someone falk of how they love
hot weather, T just have to shake my head.

When I'm away from the mountains it sometimes feels as if I'm just lost and
wiandering around. The mountzins, hills, and hollers are all landmarks to 8 moun-
fain boy. Seems as thongh the land all looks the same when its flat. Mo mountain
peak to guide you, no valley to wavel through that you know leads to 2 certain
place Mounfains to me are oy home. Though I pray ooy heart wonld follow the
Lord where He may lead, I sure bope He keeps me in the mountains. The moun-
fains have besn noy home pyy entire life. Apart from visiting a couple other places
short term, these mountains have been it for me, and vou koow what, I'm com-
pletely fine with that! Years ago, when in between jobs, I spent abount 3 month in
Florida. Cm that mip my Svorite thing was [-95 north!

Home is where memories are made. Many people will say that though they like
to visit other places, it’s alwavs zood to get hack home Home is familiar Home is
comforing. Home is in our bearts, Home abways seems to have 3 drawing effect
in muy spirit that evenmally leads to a longing to go back. I realize this may sound
silly to many, but the older I get the more I love being at home! You can have all
that maveling, all those bizzer towns and citdes, and those waffic jams, I'll take
home anytime! Home is where I've grown to love my wife more each day. It is
where God has privileged me to see my boys grow into young men. Its where we
hawe laughed, cned praved, burt, loved, growm in faith, worked hard, gave thanks,
climbed mees, played ball, lnzped each other, marsed each other in sickness,
walcomed friends, helped each other, studied. apologized, and shared mmmmerahle
blessings from the hand of God. Home s just in our hearts! Buot even though we
may love our homes: down hers. thera’s a longmge in the souls of (od's people of
amother homea!

Even Abraham realized that thiz world wasn't hiz eternal omes. Hebrews 11:8-
10 teaches us that Abraham by faith obeyed God when God called him to joumey
to the land of promise. By faith, be joumeved m the land God had promised himy
2= in 3 sfrange country. He dwelt with Isaac and Jacob in tents, not building a
permanent dwelling. Even with the blessing of giving them a land to dwell in,
ﬁhﬂhﬂmmﬂﬂ:tmdﬂmritwasaﬂmmp mddlatunedajrhewuuldbe

5, whose builder and maker iz G«m‘.

Verses ‘IEI—lﬁ teachss s thet all thoss sreat examples of faith were convinced of
the promizes of God, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the eanth
They weare sesking
and desiring a befter
coumiry, & heavenly
home, 3 place, a city
Grod has prepared for
His people!

God’'s people
hawe always real-
ized that this world
is not our real home.
Even though there
are great blessings
in what Zod has
ziven us here in this
world, it pales in comparison o what lies ahead for God’s people. We omst be
carafil to mot forget that we will be going to our heavenly home one day. Those
who have been bom again by their faith in Christ have something even betier o
look forward to. The longer I live in this wicked world, the more I have a desire
o g0 home. Don't get me wrong, [ love the life God has blessed me fo have hera.
5o many blessings He has bestowed. But there is a longing in my beart to see oy
Savior, to dwell n the land where sin sickness, death diseaze. and beamache have
cegsed. Jesns said in John 14:1-3: “Ler not your heart be tronbled: ve balliave in
God, beligve alro in me. In my Father & howuse ane mary mansions, [ if were mof
o, Fworld have fold you. I po fo prepare a place for you. And §f T go and prepare
a place for vou, T'will come apain, and recene you unto mysell that where I am,
there ve may be alza. ™

Ay friends, 3= nmach as we may love our home dowm bere, it is only temporary.
Are you ready for home? Have you fmosted Fesas as your personal Sawior? Are you
ready for the retum of Jesns when He comes to take His children to the etermal
home He has prepared for them? Christian have vou become so caught up in your
home here that you often forget this is not really home? Do you long for that
home Fesns has prepared? Are yon making preparations for His retom? O, howr
I pray you're ready! Ob, how much Jesus loves us! Fegardless of what this world
may think  keep looking up, for Jesns is coming one day fo fake us home!
Preacher Chriz Rathbone serves as Pasior af Ming Creek Baprist Chunch,

To the world
You may be one person,
But to one person
You may be the world

Dr., Seins

Become a Hospice Volunteer

For more information contact Megan Robertson at:
(828)-765-5677

a'l.h
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Something for every home.

et | Silver Line

by Aridersen

www. summithuiddingsupply. com

252 Possum Trot Ed.
M Burnsville, NC 28714

BUILDING SUPPLY
828-682-9841
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To Hold Senior Adult.

Leadership Event in Boone
By Caral Layton
Wazrarn Norih Caroling

Morh Caroling Baptist Aging Ministry (WCBAM)
will bold thres Senior Adult Minisoy Bezional Leadar-
ship Gathenings thes £all. The western gathenng will be
bkeld ar Greenway Baptist Charch in Boons on Saprem-

bar 20,

Mark your calendar
for the gathering nearest you!

. 'I'il"urtE Im H‘{: .
Gresmway Baptist Church, Boone

September 20, 2018

* Eastern NC -
I-I_'|'_-.'|'_'5. Barton EI._||:|1_i!.'. Church F:.:-:I-:_':;._:I'l
October 9, 2078
entral MC -
MNCEAM, Thomasville
October 16, 2018

All events are held 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.

gifts and calling of God.

Eack Gatkering will also
imclnde music, regional kigh-
lights, round-table discussions,
and a dalicrons hmch. Cost is
oulby 510 Beserve vour space
by calling 877 506 22246 or
visitng www ncham org
VBN

-n“am'hlrul-.-! n':nrwm i ry?

Thesa gartherings will encouraza
muintsters and lay leadsrs to recog-
nize the valus of their leadership as
wall as the world-chanzing valwe of
missional semior adols.

Arandess will be inspired o
affinu seniors to valus their expen-
ences, knowladge, and wisdom—
and to infirse ther with the knowl-
edge that their neizhbors, their
families, and the world desparately
need tham’

Dr Sandy Gragory, director of
NCBAM, along with local senior
adult leadars, will share inzizht on
miotivateg, discipling, snd empow-
EMng seoTs o continue blessing
athers and loving o the Orevocable

5¢mu.l.d'ul1: Hmlﬂr_-.r

leqﬁpak dership

M;ﬁu mmmnm Il
preor Tellomnide Erat vl

Carol Layron 1 Office and Supparr Manager for North Cavoling Bapnst Aging

Minizmy iNCEAM]

Choose the one with:
local staff

Kids Pathe

Camp B )

The hospice you choose makes a difference.

two hospice inpatient units
palliative care in alf settings
orief counseling for any adult

Hosp Icel

arolina LFoothills

— e -
Serving Polk, Henderson, Rutherford, and McDowell in NC and
Cherokee, Greenville and Spartanburg in §C
(828) 245-0095 NC (864) 457-9100 5C (800) 218-CARE (2273)

- Marriage and Grace

| classes or how nnach ome

By Bev John H McoCouy
Eoan Mourimn, Tennessec

Paul Prowvides & good desl of information in 1 Coripthizans
T about three raalines having to do with mariage and grace it
tzkes 1o sustain it Fealiny i= 2 hard thing to live with. We all
tend fo be idealistic, especially when it comes to our closast
relatonships. We've all had dreams of cur mamage. or for
our sponses, o for ourselves. But we nmst also take off the macks of perfection
znd live with the reality of our uonapity, The first principles we see in this chapier
relates o sexual inthaacy nmamage (1 Cor 7 3-5), and it also applies o the
immmacies of life and conversanon. Paul speaks of rights apd dates, snd you will

| notice that everything is reciprocal This is the first rezlity of mamiaze: Mamiaze

requiras noanial unselfishness. The spplicaton of this is broader than coly o
seomual inmrnacy. To operate complately unselfishly in this or sy other realm takes
ETACE-ETACE 10 AcCept, To forgive, 1o respect, o affinm, and o restrain; grace o
zive, and grace to receive sratefully. If wou are nor vet warried aod if you tand -
ward beingz more selfish than ot if you're the npe who clings o vour cwn nghts
smibbomby-then please do the world a faver and don't get mamied. Mamizge will
constantly challsnze wou fo release our nghes and o zive without getme back.
Tha sacond reality of marrizge is ighlizhred m 1 Cornthians 7:10-13 Mamiage
iz a lifelons comminnant. Tnless you're raady to make one of thoze, do not ges
married. Mavbe you ot marmied before you kpew the Lord, and have now come
1o keow Him baf your sponse has not. That deesn't change vour conuuitment.
Tes, thera are exceptional cirnumstances, thongh they are rare. But the basic mils
that I would nnderscore here is that when yon marry, vou mamy for life Your
spouse expects vow to stay for life. It does something o 3 marraze when you can

| Conuf 0o your parmer o work through your diferences. What does it fake fo stay?

It takes grace! There's a third realicy: Mamiaze inclades omoubling mnes. Azam,
ivfakes zrace to gef through them There = mouble fowm calaminy and dizease,
Trouble frorn the old, sinful natre. Trowble from children, peighbors. extanded
famuly, and even church
zgusbblas. Trovbls from the
times i which we live On
the front end of marmage,
you nesd 1o realize that

you are evenmally going o
have goubles T don’t cars
how often you go to Bible

you spend in church-vou
will b tesred, and vow will
nzed a lot of grace in your
home. Truly great peopls
in ths Eingpdom of God are
oot wseally the ones who
mske the headlines. In fact,
they seldom are. [ kave
foumd that the folks who really make & difference m homes and bearts are ot
aven knoam very well in their conmmmdties. Great people sme people who show
love and zrace 1o others withour any expectaticn of external reward. My plea i
that vou oot limit the principles revealed in this chapter to the home, thongh this
paszage speaks of thar directly. Yon should understand, whether single or married,
that these same gualines are nesded [ every area of vour life for vou to become
truly grear. Let us remernber that Marmiage i3 a gift (vv. 1-9), and not everybody
has the same zift. Some peopls have more self-~conmol than others. People remain
unmarried for different reasons Juam. 19:11-12), and each one nmst know the
will of God. Mamiage i a mindsoy (v, 10-14). He addressed people who kad
bt=en cooverted afrer martage and who wondered if they should remain with their
unsaved spouses. “Yes,” said Paul, “becanse you mizht win them to Christ ™ But
aven Christian spouses can bave 3 wonderful ministy to each other as they zrow
in tha Lord and love each other (Eph. 5:220 Mamizge is a calling (v 1724,
When vou become a Christizn, that does not anoul what vou ware before yan
tmusted Christ. Tews are stll Tews, slaves are still slaves, and wmarmied people are
still married. But now, with the Lord’s belp, vou can fulfill thar calling in & sreatar
way. Mamiage is a challenge (v 25200, Paul does pot dexy the blessings of mar-
nage, but be doss remind ns of the burdens that mamage brings, especially when
the tmmes are tough. Buildmg a Christan home 15 2 great minisoy, but nobody
should enter it it lightly or carelessly. “Success o mardaza involves much mors
than fnding the nght mare. It also reguires bamg the nght mare.™

John McCoury is pastor of Evergrean church in Roan Mountain, Tennessee and
aiza chaplain af Roaw Highlands Nursing Canier.

www. brenews .com
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Salt and Light on the West Coast
Byv: Franklin Graham

Franklin Grakam's Decision Americy Califormis Tou
coverad 200 miles of the Goldan State, from Ezcondido
to Fedding. At each stop, Franklm preached the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and called oo Califoomians o pray. vore and
engaze i the polidcal process

I racently remreed from preaching the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Chrstin 10 strategic California cines, calling
an Fod's people to fervently prav for their smate and oar
mronitled nation durimg our Decision America Califomia
Tour

It was an ipcradible mue! In 17 davs, we covered nearly 00 miles from Escon-
dido in the south to Feddng in the north, with stops also in Pasadena, Oxnard,
Bakersfiald, Fresno, Modesto, Santa Clara, Berkeley and Chicp.

In every city, thousands of people filled parks and curdoor verues in the eve-
ning to tike up the challenge of intercading for tie Gelden State, where progres-
sive stare and ity govermnents have openly targered charches and Christans
thronzh reswictive legislaton hostile to Biblical values,

In Berkaley, 3 center of radical lefism, I prezched at beautiful Casar Chaverz
Park, named after one of Califormia’s best kuown polifical activists. I preached
om the value of 2 sonl. and the Holy Spirtt worksd to save and redeem There, by
the San Fravcisco Bay, wa prayed for Gov. Terry Brown, state legislators law
enforcement and othars who maka the state ma svery dav

Aembrers of the Bikars for Christ joined ns several nighis fo pray for our meet-
ings and to ask God o bring revival to California

At the Stapizlans Covwty Faogronnds in Turleck, just outside of Modesto, we
celebrated the God-given principles called the Modesto Mapifesto that were out-
lmed by nov father and his evanzelistac team way back in 1948, If Amencans sgll
Iwed with that kind of integriny, we wonld be a far bemer place

I callad our Tour “Piercing the Blue Wall "™ refermne o Califormia’s miolerant,
zodless liberalizm that has evertaken so many universites, school boards. courts
and local govermments. The resnlr has been 3 stafa
that leads the way for the ssonlar-progressive
mivement. Arits core, this is 8 radical, bizsed
agends agamst the Christan fondations that hava
long wnderzirded our nation

O Jume 3, the day we concladed our Tour o
Feddinz, voters were headed to the polls to cast
vaes in cmicizl starewide primary elactions. I
encouraged the more thae 57,000 people who at-
rendad our rallies o smady the issues and vors for
those candidares who were most closely alizned
with Biblical vahies.

Can vow imazine the difference 1t would make
if Christians were elected to citv halls legislamras
and school boards, like Tammid Musemici of Las Vegas? Whar if Califoria were
o lead the way? Woulda't thar be something?

That's why I askad everyons to mzke prayer their first prionne. It's Almdzhoy
Crod alone whe can change 3 person’s keart, and in whese hand Hes all power and
SOVETEIZnY over man, mlers snd natons (Froverbs 21:1). Repentapce has always
been the key 1o personsl rewewal and national revival.

I thank God that as we maveled across the state, scores of men, women and
clildran stood to confess Christ as their Lord and Savier. My bope is thar they, m
nun, will share their pewfound faith in Jesus with famnilies and neighbors. That's
the porarer of the Gospel!

In Awgust, I 2m hesded info another bastion of progressivism and ltheral-
isr—rtha beanmfal but spinimally starved Pacific Morthwest. Starfing Auz. 1,1
will begin a seven-city tour of Oragon and Washingion—:tates that have directly
rargeted and fined Christan business owners like flodst Barroaells Stomunsan in
Fichland Wash ; bakers Aston and Melissa Elein in Portland, Ore ; and dmigstore
ownar Eevin Stommans i Obymapia, Wash,, simiply because of their Biblical con-
Victions 0O samie-sex mamizge and aborion

The Pacific Morthwest 15 one of the least churcked and least evanzelized re-
zions of the United States. Evangelicals are far cumumbered by peopls whao say
they are veaffiliated with any church I caw't thenk of 2 bemer place o preach the
Grozpel of the Lord Jesus Christ and o see souls won for Him

For Chriznans who attend, T will encovrags them to parocipate i civic affairs,
to cast their votes o invpormant midienn electons and to even constder running for
local and state offices. Believers are salt and lizht nof to be stored or hiddew in 2
coauer, but 1o be opealy active o the midst of 3 comupt culne.

The prophet Jerencah preachad to Isrzalites who were enslaved 70 years in
the alien, idael-fllad land of Babyvion. It was a rermble tme o Israel’s history, but
mickad into the Biblical narratve is 3 swprising verse: “Seek the welfare gf tha
city wivere I hanve semf you mfo exile, and pray fo the Lovd on itz behalf for in itz
welfarg you will find vour welfere ” (Jeremiah 29:7).

Father thap let the people of Israel wallow m bittemess and anger against thelr
caprors, Jeremuah told thearn to pray for thedr mlers and o be constmuctive.

I don't konow what the next few vears or decades will brnng, Ooly God does.
Bur I knowwr He has givan us a brief window of time 1o do all we can for the sake
of righteowsness. We cap sl call people to rapentance and faith in the Lord JTasas
Christ. We can still pray for revival

This is no fme for Chrismans o iselate sursalves and withdraw fom engzge-
mient with our culure, We are pot of the world, as Tasus szid (John 17:14), bt
wa most certainly ara in the world. We have the responsibilicy for cur sake, and
espacially for the sake of our choldren and grandchildren fo do all we possibly can
o infinence our comanunites with mghreons conduct

John Weslev, the great Enslish evangelist, preacked that vou should do all the
geed vou can i all the places you can to all the peopla you can. That's good ad-
vice for the balisver today, Abrabham Enyper, a fervanr Christan and fonuer prime
munister of the Metberlapds, said, “There s not one sqnare mech in the whole
domain of our buoear existence over which Chist, who is sovereizn over all, does
not cry, “Mime!™ God owns it all, aed Christans should work hard i every sectar
of life for His glory and the welfars of 2ll people.

I don't keow whart the newt few years or decades will bring. Ooly God does.
Bus [ Enow He has given us a brief window of ome to do all we can for the sake
of rightemiznaszs. We can sl call people to repentance apd faith o the Lord Jesus
Chrst. We can sall pray for revival,

There 15 stll a chapce for our naton 1o c2ll ow the Mame of the Lord and
back to Him.

That's cemtainly ory prayer, and the reason we at the Billy Grabam Evangzelistc
Azzocianon are always zoing o obey 2 Timothy 4.2, which savs, “Preach the
woard, be ready in searon and ot af season

Sealk the wall-being of vour citv, wherever vou are. Pray for it Gat mvalved
in every comer of public life vou can for the sake of the Gospel. Live boldly for
Chrise, and ouase Him comgplaraly. Werk while i 15 snll day (Jobn %:4%, and lat's
zap what God will do. C2018 BGEA

Scriprure gquotations are fzken from The Holy Bible, English standard Version.
rod loves vou and has g plaa for vour life. Get to know Him nght now

Feoverend Frankliin Grabam i Prezident and CEQ af the Billy Graham Evan-
galistic Association and of Samaritan 5 Purse, an mrarnational Chrisnan religf
arganizaiion.

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from
the Fasiver of lghes, with whem is ne varmableness, meither shadow af inrning.
James 1:17

Pastol
Roan Mountain Missionary
Baptist Church in
Bakersville NCis praverfully
seeking a full-time pastor
seminary degree and a
minimum of 5 years of
experience in pastoral
ministry inaSouthemn
Baptist Church are required.
Please send resumes
to the following address
37 SandyBranch Rd.
Bakersville NC 28705
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We Love To See You Smile!
Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Flled ForYou
Monday - Thursday 8-5 -
= v ) - Ee

Friday 8-2
(828) 433-1223
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655
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Jfairchild@sugarhillwaterworks.com
328 East Court Street = Marion, NC 28752

828-652-2627
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Christian Action League

A Deficit in Honesty

Equals a Deficit in Peace
By Rev: Mark Creech

Proverbs 11:3 tells us how crodcal mtepriny is. It
says, “The infegrily of the uprizght shail pusde them. but
the panverseness qf ransgressors shall destray thaw. ™
Simply put, honesty develops and sustains life, but
dishonesty tears it down

In December of 1994 syndicared columnist Bolb
Greene told mn mspiring story about a teen named Fob
Moy

Puoh plaved on the seccer team in his senior year at Wheston Christian High
Srchool. In the finsl seconds of the bip zame azaist the favorad team Wanhonsie
Valley, with hiz team hehingd by only one goal, Fob was kicking the ball doam e
field, nmning at fill spesd toward the opposing team’s Zoal Fust before be made his
play for the goal he caught sight of the scoreboard and saw the clock displayed ze-
ros all the way across. But like aoy good athbete, Bob went for the goal apyway and
made it The referee sipnaled that the zoal was good, and the game finished in 2 te.

The Wheaton fans cheered exuberantly, while the Waubonsie Valley fans coed
foud saying that the time had mn ont

In that momeent, Fob had a fatefinl chodce to make. He conld be silent and avoid a
lozs. Afver all it was the referes’s job to decide the calls. Or he could do what was
righr.

Puoh then asked the referes whether the official time was kept on the scoreboard
or the referep’s stoporatch. The referee said the scoreboard tme was official amd
then ran off the field. Fob went to his coaches and explained that jost before hic
kick; he had seen zeros on the scoreboard clock. Since he hadn®t beard a whistle, he
kepi playing. Soll, his zoal was late, and he didn't think it shonld count.

His coaches agreed, and so they weant over to the opposing coaches, explained
what happened. and conceded victory o Wanbonsie Valley.

Bob Green ended his article with this guote from Fob Boow:

“Byvery time in your life yon have an opportunity to do right, you should be thank-
ful. For a person to know what right is, and then not to do ir— that would be & sin.
To have won the zame — I mean really, who cares? Dioing the rmght thing is more
mmportant It lets you have peace ™

I snzgest that we have a tremendows deficit of peace today, larpaly in part, he-
case we have a remendous deficit in bonesty. A deficit in bonesty equals 3 deficit
in B

ﬁsmmheﬂmmuﬂus operandi of our politics. Some would argue it's
glways been that way, but it seems worse than ever nowadays.

As 3 registerad lobboyist fior the Christian Action Leagne of Worth Carolina, T was
stumg by a state lawmaker’s lie this week. In fact, it may not kave simply been cne
lawmaker's fie tat a party of lies that snookered this preacher.

T'll leave off mentioning names and cirommstances. It's enough to say that by-
ing always conjures up & host of emotions from the deceived: anger, frpstration,
betrayal, just to mention 3 few, especially when vou've been operating with others
in zood faith

Seweral vears ago, Panl Burka wrote an article tifled, Honesty is the Best Politics.
He said:

“Iying is one of the two constant tempeations of politics. (The other is money.)
We even have a lexicon of political lying: spin. disinformation, misspesk. Polificians
have sn wwTitten code that sanctions decelt under certain ciroumstances. If yon
are asked a potentially embamrassing question, for example, you don't have to tell
everything you know. A few years back a state legislator was zsked by a reporter if
he had received a gold watch as a gift. The answer was no. Later the reporter called
back — what about a gold colored watch? “Yea,” was the reply. T got that one.”

Burka says that polifics is like a poker pame “in which plavers agres that sending
mislesding signals is permitted ™ Burka adds, “hJiost politicians ses their professions
in this light. The best polificians know mstincovely whar the lmits are, and the
wWorst ones never leam ™

Burka’s agsagcment was spot-om.

Someone protests, “This is tamible! What cam be done about it7 The cry of many
1s o “throw the nmns out of office ™ But the problem is really more complicated
than the politicians who be; it's the culiure of lying we have come fo accept as
normal. This culture of decedt is the enemy of oor faith in each otser, without which
there can be no peace. =

There's an obd story
shout 3 Lirfle boy who was
once asked by his mother
to define 3 lie. He re-
plisd, “Mother, 3 lie iz an
abomimation to the Lord,
bt 2 very present help in
nme of ronbkle ™ This is

produces a blessing for the mooent at it's one that uliimately morphs info a carse.
It"s hard o believe that politics will ever be devoid of the pervasiveness of lving.
MNevertheless, a few in the profession with the inteprity and courage of 2 young Fob
Moo could significantly change everyihing.
It could happen I et's pray for it Let's work for it We should start to expect it
It's the way of peaca.

Reverand D Mark Creech i Execufive Director gf the NC Christion dcfion
League. Tou may contact him at nevmarkereech @ chrizianactionleague.org or
DI0-FET-O804
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of the Story
Droug Harrell

‘Well Clint and Daddy D did catch the groundhos that had faken up residence
under the porch and the hogs, Boreus and Sowus, were the daddy and momma
hogs, all lived until harvest (slaughter). Clint was always taking it all to the hmirs
and creating havoc alons with the langhter filled wav. His antics were always
someshing to behold.

Funny Farm

Draar friends,

When you're me it's hard to decide which story to share
next with 50,000 of my closest fiends g . Oftentimes people
are perplexed as to why [ am willing to relay tales of my
incompetence month after month. T tell them that T am a
proof-positive that there is 3 merciful God Who looks afier
the fools of this world. __and I am chief among them g .
The Fammer's Apprentice

It was early October, 2010, and tmme for the Fanuly Fun
Fastiwal st Harrell Hill Farms. Thiz annnal harvest celebra-
fiom is fuly a wonderfil event hizhlighted by Gospel music,
face-painting for children hay rides, excellent BEC) pork
and other goodies, and the making of old tmey sorghnum
miotasses. If yvou've never sttended this conniry festival you
should make plans to come this year on Saturday, Ociober
4th! Anyway, back to the story.

When [ came to Harrell Hill Famms in the Spring of 2010, A D. “Daddy D™
Harmrell kind of adopted me as somewhat of a “project.” Day-to-day I was “in the
custody™ of Farmer Dioug, as you know, but Daddy D occasionally stepped-in
when to provide me some special lessons. This was o be such a day as he pulled
up to the ham and honked the horn of his Chevy pick-up mack. As abaays, T went
rmnning to ses what was on his mind.

“(zet in I wanma show you something ™ he said with a wry smile. T was nsnally
tentative when sunvnoned this way but knew I was not to question his commands.
I climbed into the passenger seat having no idea what would come next.

We meandeted up Byrd Read, weaving slightly from beft to rght (Daddy D's
evesight wasn't what it once was!) until we amived at Fanmer Dong and Barbara's
farmhouse and parked in the driveway. “Come on,” was my only mstrection, and
I wemt.

Draddy D). camied an old, cil-stained brown bag which appeared beavy in one
hamd. As we appreached the front porch he bepan dipging in the bagz, first fossing
me a couple worm-riddled “sheep’s nose™ apples (I think that’s what he called
them) then he handed me some shicks and dried lesves. and finally noveiled a
rusty contraption of some sont. [ confess, T quickly identified the first three con-
tents but conldn’t imagine what we would do with the ancient msty, medieval
forture device. Soon I would know.

Setting The Steel Trap

Please nnderstand, Daddy I¥'s hands were pretiy goary. .. I don’t mind telling
you the man didn’t have a single stoaighe digit. I can onby imagine how his hands
had become 0 — wmnmm. weathered would be a nice term but they were a mess.

I once remember him threading his boots with 2 pair of pliers becanse his fngers
couldn’t do it! At amy rate, be said “I'm going to tell you what to do, bat yoa have
o follow my instroctions. I would do this moysalf but my fingers can't manipulage
the rap like they nsed to. Moar, don't do anyihing until T tell vou™ Abyays the
eager leamer, T agreed to the challenge.

“Merar Lok, bie bezan “are™ve ot 2 groundhor under the porch here and it
digging tunnels all the way under the house We're going to set this map to ry and
zet rid of it.™ By this time [ am getting presty excited, just think — “Farmer Climt
The Trapper™ @ . It just had a certain ming to it, don’t you think?

Another thing you have to know abont Daddy I, he was fon and mdschiewous
omch of the tdme I spent with him BUT .. he was VEFEY SERIOUS when teach-
ing me things which might be considered dangerous. .. "Clint, don't ever go inboe
the woods with a chainsaw by yourself; be sure vou have a parmer!™ ... or, “Son,
you've goita watch where you're goimg with that mactor and hay rake, you're mn-
ning people off the read down there!™_ . “Abways check to make sure the power is
off on the fence before you climb over!™ The wamings wers endless.

Diaddy I was a long time educator and was sbout to crank ap his teaching
voice. I'm not sure exactly what be planned to say but [ kave intimats recall of
his neext comment. . to paraphrase. “DANG IT, BOY, YOURE GOING TO KILL
YOURSELF! (Dops, I think I made him mad) g -

You see, in my mind T already kad gradusted to “Farmer Clint the Trapper” and
had the jaws of that steel monster wide open. As [ went to put it on the ground it
snapped with the force of a 500 1b. gator, mammowly missing moy right band. And T
thought o myself, “Oh yveah, Daddy D said “you have to follow my instructons.”
Guess [ failed that test.”

I wiped my brow and looked him in the eye a5 Daddy D “dressed me down™ for
a little while longer — 3 verbal whappin® I'd eamed; then we went shout the busi-
ness of resetting the trap. He, with his very bent finpers actoally did the “setting™;
I wras allowed oaly to sprinkle a few leaves and twigs in the vicindty. Daddy D
put those shesp’s head apples nearby 25 bait. “That'll zet the job dope,™ ha =xid.
And be winked af me — you Enow, that “wink’ we get from 3 parent which acteally
means, “its okay now, I sall love you, lst's move on.’

Back At The Barn

While I was leamming to be a groundhog trapper, Fammer Doug and Larry were

busy boiling the juice from sorghom cane. This is a very tedious process which re-
quires confinueus skimmimg o remove the varons impurities and proteins which
rise to the surface. It forms greenish foam — similar to the slime used n Ghost
Busters — and it mmst be scopped into buckets for disposal. Anyway, thers were a
couple 5 zallon buckets of what I call “molasses scom™ beside the pan.

“Hey, Farmer Chint why don’t you take some of that up fo the pizs? They will
b= your friends for life,” Famuer Doug laughed Mow that was rather funmy since
yvou may rememnber that T had some rather unpleasant encounters with these az-
Eressive pigmes earlier in my stay on the farm.

Obadiently, dofifnlly, I grabbed a3 bucket of scum and walked o my oock. Afrer
hewvimg nearly chopped off my hand with 2 srovmdbog rap-thimgamabob, T oeas
“mio™ following directions to the letter. So, I left a 5 zallon bucket full of molas-
se5 drippings just inside the pizzy fence. I looked forward o 3 new, improved
relationship with the hogs after this litfle zift.

Too Much Of A Good Thing?

It has been said that
too much of 3 good
thing can be a bad thing
Apparently that is true
ufmnlassﬁmdplggms.

molasses to the pigs?™

Me: *Yeash and they FEATLY liked ‘em ™

Dioug: “Well thamks for that I wonder, how omch did you give “em™

Me: “Tust one of the 5 gallon buckets full ™

Dwoug: 0k, a WHOLE 5 gallon bucket full 7™

Me: “Yesh, but it was a couple inches fom the top “canse the rest spilled out
into the mwck bed.™

Dioug: “Hmmoum, ... " — now that coooked, wily, half-cocked smile overtaking
his face

Me: “Mow what? You ell me to give the pigs some molasses, I give the pigs
mylasses. Didn't vou want me o give them moelasses?™

Dioug: “Yes, I did. I was thinking more like a capful in their evening fead. But
you gave them 5 zallons, rght™

Me: *“Yes I did Are they okay™”

Dipug: “Hmmm_ not sare yet. When I drove by all 5 of them were lying on their
backs with their feet straight up in the zir™

Mea: “Thead are the pigs dead?™

Dioug: “Maw, they aren’t dead. Mot sure if they will be or not since I've never
given 5 pigs a 5 gallon bucket of molaszes.™

Me: “Diam it, Doug, I'm so soory. T thought you meant. .. oh never mind g .

Dioug: “Once agaim, it's my fault Clint. I forget that vou're stll new o the farm;
I need to commnmicate better; to let yon know exactly what I'm saying.”

“om must know that by now I'm fea]mgpmm'mhh'kemewl]agemntl d
disappointed Daddy D by nearly sevenng
my amy; now I may have killed Dioug’s

Dioug: “There’s one thing ahont it, Pol-
lard_“

Me: “Yesh what's that™

Dwug: “If they don't die beforehand that
will be some mighty swest-tasting BBO)
next falll™

I received that message . oy second
“wink™ of the day. (And those pigs lved
uniil the next Cotober @

5l lumnbled in the hills,

Fammer Clint

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

www. bremews . com
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Do Your Back to School
Shopping Here!

Grassy Creey
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

8:30am-5:30pm M.T.W.S. Closed Sunday .
Thursday & Friday 8:30-8:00 | GoioChurch  WWwgrassyereekelothing com

ON THE HILL BEHIND SPRUCEﬁFﬂ’FI'NE CHEVY
IN SPRUCE PINE
AUGUST 11th
AUGUST 18th (Rain Date)
Sponored By: The Faith Based Community
For info. call Marcus Benfield: 828-850-3346

' BACK TO SCHOOL

& BIBLE AN

10 AIR 13 HVXAN

Al the snswers in this pame contain the word “air”. Fill in the word or words by
pufiing one lefter in each blank.

— L bunge Cecemiah 427 - HIY)

L Decent swap (1 Cartntidans 600 = KIW)

- O e

L. Mac's Ark reqaisement (femesis 715

i A rown of splendar (Rrowests 1601 - NIY)

4 Cellar lacale (Acts 1020 - KIN)

b Esaawas {femesis 2100

- O W O .

i Eibtle tractor? (1 Samael L2 = HIWD

B e i i Thn the Japtists clothes Eabair? (Matthew L4
L% fimal nesting place (1 Sam 418)
B i i S T Shadow walk (£ Xing2 K11 - NIV

BibleGamz.com © 2018 Kingdom Creative

Solatiom: 1. Lair 2. Fair Exchanpge 3. Pair 4. Gray Hair
5. Downstairs &, Hairy 7. Pair of Owen 8. Camel’s Hair 9. Chair 110 Staimaray

BASH 2
\

--..________-' |

—

www. brenews.com
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Morganton Baptist Church

A Plea for Godly Leadership
By Pastor Dan Curollo
Burke County

?IE"

Shortly before Moses passed from the scene, be cantioned (]
the children of I=rasl against an atttude nf-:nnmlacenn'm
the midst of blessing. After describing all the blessings, they
wionld simply receive, be cautioned, “Then [af that point in
tima] beware lest thou forger the LORD, which brought thee
Jorth out gf the land of Epypt, from the howuse qf bondage™
{Deuteronoary &§:12). Moses recognized that man's nafural
tendency would be t0 grow complacent in the midst of blessing. Tragically, Israel
failed to heed Moses” waming and became complacent. They did not drive out the
inhsbitants of the land snd soon became just ke the surmounding nations. They

To try to bring them back to Himeelf (rod sent warions prophets whose mes-
zage was largely nnheaded and even mocked at dmes. Evenmally, God had
enonzh and allowed the Assyrians to conguer northemn Israel m 722 BC and the
Babylonizns fo conguer the southern two tribes ulomataly in 586 BC. For seventy
years, (God’s people dwelt over nine lnindred miles sway in 3 pagan land.

At the end of the seventy-year captivity of Tudah by Babylon, God moved in the
beart of an ungodly king named Cyrus to issue a decres in 339 BC that enabled
the Jews to retmm to their homeland to rebmild the temple. Zerubbabel led the first
wave of Jews over the mine-bumdred-mile journey from Babylon to Temsalam,
When they ammived, they eagerly bezan work on the temple, The first order of busi-
mess was the altar, followed by the foundation of the temple. By 534, the altar had
been erected, and the foundation ]aid. Then came the problems. Cpposition set in
and the work of God ceased. For the pext sixtesn years, the work of God =at idle.
bleanwhile, God wsed two prophets named Hagesl and Fechariah to minister and
stir the people to complets that which they had begum.

In 458, Ezra led a second group to Jemsalem. His primary focues was oo the
spirimal restoration of the people, for the spiritual conditions were deplorable.

In 444 BC, over minety vears since the original decree was issned by Cymus, God
moved Mehemish to renum to Femasalem to rebuild the wralls. Why the delay?
Wias it merely a matter of timing with God? Were the people content with the
status quo? Were they overwhelmed by the namre of the project? We do not have
answers 1o these guestions, but God led Nehemiah to direct this badly needed
project. The time in which he accomplished it was tuly amazing.

For nesrly a centary, thousands of Tsraslites dwelt in the mins of Ferpsalem. For
siwtesn years, they were comtent to build their own homes while God’s howse Loy
waste. Two leaders redirected a large sroup of people to reconsider their priorites.
For over ninety vears, they were content to dwell in a city that was anything bat
secure. (hod Bed one man to lead a project that would alter that nation for years o
COme.

Withont 3 doubt, we live in perilous times as a pation. God is inoreasimgly
less welcome in our seciety; wagically, He is not even welcome in many of our
churches. Many Christians sre not passionate for God and do not want a life of
boliness; they prefer instead a life of convenience and enfertamment, Without a
doubt, there iz a great need for God's people to stand up and lead in 3 direction
that is pleasing to the Lord. Are you one who will be with the status quo of soci-
any? Or are you willing to be that individual whorm God uses to be different and
lead accordinzly™ Will you be a Fetubbabsl Hazgai Fecharish Ezra or Mehe-
mizh and rse up azainst the current and popular trend for God?

Paztor Dan GQurallo iz pastor Morganton Bapiist Church, Check us ot on ouwr
wabsite www morgantonkapiizi net or find ws on Facebook and TouThbe.

Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed wnto me: and behold a basket of summer
Jrrt, Amos 8:1

Bridge42 Church

Forgotten Gospel: The Nations -

-
This is the fifth article in a series on central truths of the i
sospel that are slowly becoming endaneered in today s
Cluarch cultars.

The Nations

Cme of noy favorite shows is D Who, and one of my
favorite mpments is slways the first ime a pew character
sees the inside of The Doctor s spaceship/fme machine. Somehow, his ship bends
ihe fabric of spacetime. so while it's timy on the cutside — the size of 2 phone booth
—it's massive on the insids; room after room, inchnding a swinoming pool and a ten-
nis court A new character s dishebief in these moments reminds me of the attitnde
with which I should be approaching the messaze of the Gospal — ropm after ropm
of new discowveries, truths that seem too good to be tue. However, in our individu-
alistic, Arpericanized understanding of the pospel we are often in dsnger of losing
the sence of the bipmess of it all, instead sesing it mesely a5 3 personalized invita-
tion to repent, believe live and nothing more. Now while, this is obviously a very
important piece of the messape if that’s where we stop we miss oot on the Gospel
a5 this glorious aonmmoement that the King has come, His kngdom is coming, and
He is conforming all of us who believe mfo His image, so we will be fit for life m

In Bevelzton 7-0-10, we see 3 clear picture of this grand overarching Kinzdom
iheme. And I looked, and there was, smrounding the throne, bowing down in wor-
ship before God, 2 great, uncountabie number of people. People fiom every nation,
from every people sroup, from every race. lanpuage. soCio-eConomic ST, SWyone
and everyone who has trusted Fesus was standing around the throne, umited in one
singular purpose. The Worship of their creator and savior. Dfn:n'ume I am para-
phmﬂng,hutﬂusmﬂrhamufnhmﬂlﬁpasuglst]rmgmmute God
is creating — in the words of Dr. Tim
Mackis — “one larze nmilt-ethrmic
famity ™

Miackie’s nse of the word “pinkt-
ethnic™ brings out Scriphare’s
emphasis on 3l kinds of peopls from
a1l nations. God is not just halding a
Hingdormn, and if oter kinds of peoplea
end up coming in that's ok. Good
intentionally sends ns ont fo every na-
tion, every lanmars and every people proup, becanse He is intentionally mchading
every imazinahle kind of person. This is not extra credit. it's fonndational For this
reason. it's not enough for a Charch to say, “we’d accept peopls from different races
if they came ™ Instead we st be actively bresking down those walls, seaking out
e kind of Kingdom diversity Revelaton describes. And if we're not, if we're nut-
ing (rod, and possibly even finding oursalves in direct opposition to His plan for o
make humanity info one large ombt-ethnic family.

Sio, we mmst 35k ourselves, are our Chorches reflecting this Kingdorm ideal” And
if mot, winy are we falling short? Becanse we should be. Fussell Moore said, “The
Church is 3 preview of the coming amraction of the Engdom,™ and if Fevelation
T:8-10 is howr the coming kingdom will look, it is how my Clurch should look mght
bere and now. My Clurch is pot the most diverse Charch ot there, but we're doing
betier than we were. We are not becoming & Church who accepts people from other
races, we are becoming 3 Church whe desives them who is leaming to seek this
kind of Empdom diversity owt We pray that God wonld send people from other
natioms and tribes to ws because we want onr Charch to acourately represent whiat
God’s Kingdom is poing o look Like.

Jazon Koon iz Pastor gf Bridged? Church in Morganton, NC.

See Us on Facebook

Decorative Gravel
Washed Stone
o ; Sand
12715 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine Co Crave]
Call for Dump Fees (323) f66—6 169 Public Welcome
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An Ordinary Shave
By Brent Price, Omifreach Coordmator
Afitch] Coungy

A while back nuy wife bought me 5 new razor. Unlike the
nnilti-blade razors that promiise the closest shave yon've ever
experienced, this razor is equipped with a single. doubla-

sided blade To change the blade you st the handle snd oo
litle “dmors™ open. Feplace the blade, twist the handle in the
opposite direction to lock it in place and vou're ready to zo.

Some of vou older folks mizht remnemnber. It's not a razor
that easily plows trough two days of beard. You have 1o take
your time and concentrate in order to met & close shave.

Since T tend to shave quickhy, I usnally forego hot towels and shaving cream Wy
revohrtipnary mutt-hisde razor enables me to fiv thongh the task However, the other
day I decided to do it mzhe.

I soaked my beard with 3 hod towel and broks

ot the sheving g, Starting at the edge of oae
sidebum. I slowly drew the razor toward my
chin Bvery stroke that followed was deliber-
ate and methodical resulting i a perfectly close
shave.
Looking o the mimor T smiled and remem-
bered. Thas is the way my daddy moght me 1o
shave. Too many fimes fo ooumnt, T watched him
from preparstion to end. He never altered his
routine.

Hot water in 3 mngz was rensformed mto a thick kather that was spplied with 2
streoched the nooks and crannies of his fare.

I abways knew when be was fimished He ran his hand ower his face, cocked his bead
back and forth and swished the razor one lzst ime before tspping it on te om of the
smk A couple of swirls of the bmsh cleared the sink of whiskers and it was over

Shaving was mersly a task Daddy chose to perform daily. Vet I think be would
arres that those times when we “shaved toezether” were moments made boly through
the rital of an crdinary act.

Help someone acposs an icy parking bot. Break bread tomether. Sit with somepme
and cry together. Teach a child to whistle. Deliver a casserole. Anpint someomne with
the predous cinfment of grace or hope o peace. Do whatever nesds to be done and do
nothing when there i mofhing to do bt simply be present.

Vi mizht be surprised by something you weren 't connting on, something you
needed bafore you knew you peeded it. Something that reminds you that nothing is
really ordinary atall
Reverend Brent Price iz g chaplain af Hospice & Palliative Care gf the Blug

L
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Working Together
Ev Brother Marous Benfield
Mitchell County

Hello dear frisnds. T trust you are enjoying your sum-
mer As we enter the final weeks of Sunwner vacation for
our children snd chirches are tTymg o et thelr Vacatgon
Bible Schools fimished up things sre still very busy. I'm
sure mamy are ready for a vacaton fTom surmmer vaca-
tion. However, as Christians there is nowhers to lef up.
COrur work and witness must confimee 55 long as we have
breath and swength  Jesus said m Mamhew 10:42 that
"Whosoover shall ghve fo drink imto one gf these lirde omes a cup gf cold water omly
in the name of a disciple, verily I zqy umto you, he shall in no wise lose his rewand "

With that scriphare m mind may we be looking for oppornumities o be the hands
mmd feet of Jesus as offen as possible. One such opportunity & coming up in Angust.
The conpmumity of faith is coming together to host our Annual Back o School Bash,
It is scheduled for Anmast 11th with a rain date of Anznst 18th It will be hald om
Sky view Circle behind the Chevy desler. We will have Free food, school supplies,
shoes, and other items as well 25 many inflatables from Funtime Infiatables avail-
shle for the enjovment of the children of our conrmmities. We will also have msic
tiroughout the day.

You may ask how can I help? It's easy, you can get mvolved. Ask your pastor if
you and your church can participate” This is not about aoy ooe cmarch or denomi-
nation. If's abowt the Christian conymminy of faith reaching our neizhbors in Jesns
name! Jesns also szid "4 howse divided apainst itself canmot soand. " Mark 325,
Our conyrmumities need to see us "The Body of Christ™ r_am.etngMasuneani

work together

1o do so. I believe we nead o
sesk oui oppoTiumities to work B
together more often as op-
posed to looking for excases
to be divided and separaed.
May God help us 1o lay our
personal preferences azide and allow oor :mmhetmn:fumadh}rﬂ:e
power of the Gospel. Anyane who looks sround can see we desperately need God's
Power as we watch the effects of Drogs and Alcohol destroy our very own families
amd conmrmmities!

This iz only one of many opporanities we are planning fo bring our commnnities
together. We are praying sbout having a comnmmity Fevival service feanming a dif-
ferent local pastor and his chodr each night as we come together to worship and pray
and seek God's face for Revival.

If vou need farther information, please call me at §X8-830-3346 and I'll do oy
best to answer amy question you may have.

In closing, T ask all believers o fervently pray that Christ will remove the spirit
of division from our area that we take back our conpmmities and families from the
Gpd's people are truly one in Christ! An old Morsvisn prescher from yesteryear has
well zxid "In Bssentisls Unity in Nonessentials Liberty, but in All things Chariry.™
It iz my prayer we can see this happen fior the Glory of God and for the sake of our
families.

Dir Benfield is the Senior Pastor gf Aifapasz Bapfist Church i Spruce Pine. He
Jormarly pastored m Alexander Couniy, NC for 20 years bgfbre coming to Alta-
pass in Oetober 2010,

New Stm:k Every Week * All First Qualltf
223 West Main Street » Burnsville, NG 26714

828-337-7728

worw brcnews_com
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We hope that dvs i= 2 nsefiul resource for our parmer s, friends and family in oor
commmmity:. I kwvow that there are many people who I do not have email addresses
for Plexse share with your collearones, networks, chorches, smd anyone who mipght
fimdl 3t nesedinl.

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. We are planning an event called "Messtoval” at Shoal
Cresk Baptist Church Angust 26, 2018 (@ 5:00 PM. "Life is Messy; God is Good!™
Wheat &5 8 messtival you say 7T Anything, stcky, slimy, gooey, of Eross-—we've got it
Messy games all evening long for kids, youth, and young st beart. Foin 1 for 2 fun-
filled evening. Bring a change of clothes, for you will get messy!!!
Shoal Creek Baptist Chorch, 1867 US Hwy 19E, Bumsville, HiC
Contzct Iinchelle: (205) 217-6350

Angst 19, 2018 Homecoming celebration st Shoal Cresk Special nmsic program
at &-45 AM featurmg Calvary's Touch (love offering to be recetved)
Homecoming worship service with guest speaker- Fevw. Grey Fisher Pot lock Iunch
at the charch following worship service

ASAP (Appalachian Sustainable Agriculfure Project), in parinership with Duke
University World Food Policy Center, University of Morth (Caroling Center for
Health Promotion and Dissase Prevention, and MAHEC, will present the Healthy
Esting in Practice Conference Aungust 26-29, 2018, at the Omni Grove Park Inn
Draphoe Miller, B.D, suthor of Farmacology, will give a keynote address on the
intersection of famung, food and bealth,

New Commmnity Ouireach Bensfits Haywood Coanty Families with Children
B.E AR Closst (Baby Equipment and Fesource Closet)

Beginning Wednesdsy, March 21, 2018 the Haywood Parish Baby Equipment
snd Bespurce Closst (B E A R located at Francis Cove United Methodist Church
2530 Crymes Cowe Foad, Waynesville, will begin 2 new outreach minksty in the
local comoymity. This is a shared ministoy betwreen five local United Bfathodist
churches: Beaverdam, Elizabeth Chapsl Faith Maple Grove, and Francis Cove
that are reaching out to serve low income families and expectant parents simggling
to care for their babies snd children. The B E A B Closet will provide free zently
nsed clothing (sizes preemies to 4 toddler), shoes, babry eqnipment such as simollers,
high chairs. swings, pack n' plays, bovncy seats, bathing and byzene products, bed-
ding items, as well as loving encouragement to expecting moms xnd parents. The
onireach will be open the first and third Thrsdays of every month 2-30 to 5:30 pm.
Please call (328) 476-8502
and leave a detziled message, and 3 B E A B Closet representative will retom your
call within 24 hours.

Alavland Commmunity College - Allen Cook Director, Mayland Small Business
Center (828) 766-1295 acooki@mayland edn

AmeriGas is happy to announce that we
have a number of great programs for the
upcoming 2018-2019 winter season. These
will help us better provide secure and reliable
propane service for your home or business.
We are also excited to have programs for
churches, fire departments, enforcement
officers, correctional officers, and EMS
employees.

For details stop by or contact our office
As Soon As Possible.

Ssome program offers will end for the year
after August 31st

Phone: 828-675-1513
Address: 6161 US HWY 19E, Burnsville. NC 28714

Servicing: Mitchell, Yancey, McDowell, Madison &
Buncombe counties.

IN HIS HANDS
By Mal Wood

He knows the numbsr

af hairs on our head
He nows fhe number and

names of all the siars above
He can m.nl'nmgrm of samd

Carolina Home Care
Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Medicaid Covered Sernvices Other Services
= In-Home Care for Chidren & Adults - Private Pay
= AP for Disabled Adulis & Children = Insurance
- CAP Choice = W& Homemaker Service
= Pediatric Murse Aids = Companion/Sitier
- Respite
Our In-Home Aldes are supervised by & registered norse
who Is available during all hours worked by the aide.

Phone (828)

WWUT@ OD\\\]

Brober Vhat Gelo Eesulrs

T65-4343 * (366) 765-4340

I-t.-

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
ACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

FOlAL HOURYG
QFFDATUNITY

@

South of 1-40

3800 Sugar Hill Rd.
Marion, NC 28752 ;

Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy YYhifsonRealiyv.acom | dennisw @0 YWhitsonRealty.com

wwrw. brenews . com
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&
THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE

“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Dirive-thru window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
*Ower 150 years of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
*Ask about onr “Healthy Kids Program™

M-F 8am-Tpm
Sat. 8am-dpm
Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

HOURS:

Clayion | GOODLIFE,

1

rzhf o Ive zo0 vou, [ hsve miade you 2lo-
gather beannfid. I long for tis version of vou,
the one yvor feel s A mess. The coe [ve made
v oo be, Conmect with e Trust e, Love me.
Be present withme ['mibere imanngs vouto
come resids with me. The TARL™

Man I jus: picore it Can you just msgmeT
1 zet chills dvirkims about the party where
Tams myies me to come and =it in a cogy Hobe
comer booth wids hims T's centwinby 8 party
celabracs.

T'mi slowly leaming that &5 moy veaming o
bz irmated by Jasus is more snd mor=, [ yeam
fior ooy et to be where Jesus is, and then to be most present there, To souggle vp In & ooy
coroer booth just as [am where Tam amtied o smapde be mewith the one who covers all,
Itk abeonaf the tinees that I've been broken and slone and T felt bis inimnon a5 ke called
w2 fo just come and spend A Intle e with him The tues where IT'was a Gitle msure
whers life was goms to go. wiiat nry nect step was, whera noy fef were going 1o resida.
Buf here’s the thing,

When you spend cime wrth Tesus. . there is no place for fear.

Becmuze m the nmne of Tangs, thers is no moom for fear

In Jaznas, there iz no peed o fear

He simphy iz was, and will abaays be and iz plans foryour lfe 12 w0 so 5o mowh bemsr
than what you can Inagine. So, bold dght aed st nom o Jesns. In the misss, in tie heart-
break and the fear just seek Tesus,

Tagree it's bard o st Is hand o bave wnvaverms Sith Buor, it is abvays wordu it
spend a lithe tmie with Jesns I 2 ooy commer booth as be whispers sirenerh mos v and
calms your fears, HE IS, in fact all vouneed.

Fam o birn amd give your heart m him.

The [AM is imafing you.. ..

Dion't be afraid amamors,

I proeuse. he is govma open doors in pour life beannful and perfect i bis e,

%o, dance a Girle on e Haoly srovmd God hias given you 2 be imyites vou to come spend
a himle tirvee with ki wowdd ya?

Faars are shar down 20-the mers mstion of bis nanse a5 he wraps oo and blows 2
copd calnmess over o fears, mperfections, and doubts. So, et vourself be covered m the
overwhelning leve and srace of God and duroush every wormy o feer be will give yon
TBsT.

Jesus, balp me to shaays be where youare and o ahwvays kave ooy feet plaed inyow
Thank: wou for vour etemal foimbion 1o come be in wour presencs,

Tobe beld boved, ad directed by you Jesas, is & Hoby imstion tes Twill shways acoept

Cheisea Bleving Iives in Burnzville, affended Mountam Herfigge High School and
South Collepa.

828-433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
www.claytonmorganton.com

www brenews. com
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Penland School of Crafts

tantempnr:ry Glass at
Fenland Gallery

Bwv Fobin Dreyer
Mirchell County

Alrhemy was an early sclence Famows for i
attempts to nurn lead it gold. Today, it's nied to
describe mitaculows mansformatons. This makes
Alchemy 2 £ming tile for the ourent Peoland
Grallary exhibition of work by artsts using glass
in remarkalble ways. The exhibiton mums thronzh
Sepiember 16 with an opening reception o Satur-
day, August 4 from 2:30-8:30 BAL

Glass s & marerial with ahnost limirless arostc
posstbilines. The owelve artists in this exhubrton
create objects of mvstery and complexity by working with the materizl’s chemical
makeup. it optical properdes its ahilizy 1o bold tneredibie dacail, and the possi-
bilities of laverng and combining nmltiples processes.

MMark Peiser who lives naar Penland School, i3 representsd in the show by nwo
cast formes. They are mads from glass that separates light into different colozs, so
the apparent color of the pieces can change dependivg on bow they are Ot Micko-
laus Fruin's vessels, by conmast, are completely clear bt have vistble pattams
created by combinng differsnt fonmulations of clear glass that eachk refract light a
it differently.

Penland resident artiss Dean Al-
lison has severa] three-diunensional
poriraits mchided m the show. His
complex process beging with 2
rubber impresston of hiz model’s
head After many mtenmediate
steps. the end resulr is a demiled
kst cast from colored glass.
Maarky is Amber Cowan's piece:
an inmicate assemmbly of glass
lezves and flowers sculptad fom
recycled commmarcial glass wasie
and ncorporating several vinmzs
zlazs objacts. Also, on display are
several pieces by Fit Panlson, one
of which 1= a flexible snake made
from hundrads of linked slass
rinzs. Thess are just sorns of the
wondars that are wainteg for visitors to Alchery, which tz part of the regionsal
Svmnmer of Glass, For information aboat all of the glas: acovities in the area, visit
exploreashaville comsununer-of-glass

Fomming comourenidy with this exhibifion is a smaller show of contemporany
Jewelry fitled Wear thar includes work by arfists who use materals m new ways
o create excepiional wearable pieces. The Visttors Cenrer Gallery bas an ongo-
ing display of objects that tlluminate the kistory of Penland Schoel, and the Lacy
Morgan Gallsry presawts a selecton of work by dozens of Penland-affiliated art-
ists. Om view oumside the Penland Gallery are large soulptores in stone and seal by
Diantel T. Beck. Hoss Haley, and Carl Peverall, phas 2 smucture designed by amst
Aeredith Brickell that invites wizitors to stop for a faw minutes and obszerve the
clonds.

The Penland Gallery and Visitors Cewter is locatad at Penland School of Crafrs
on Conley Fidze Foad, just off Penland Foad m Mirchell County (pear the towm
of Spruce Pme). If is the first building oun the right as yon enter the Panland
campus. The gallery is open Tuasday throngh Satmoday, 10000 AM-5:00 BA and
Sumday, Moow-5:00 PA; i is clesed on Mondays. For more infonnaton call 3238-
TE5-8211 or visit penland.orz/zalleTy.

Penland School of Crafis is an inermanonal center for craft education dedicated
o halping people live creanve lives, Locatad in Western Motk Carolina, Penland
offers workshops in books apd paper, clay, deawing apd painnngz. zlass, iron, mer-
als. printmaking and lettarpress, photosraphy. textles, and wopd. The school alzo
sponsors armsts’ residencies, an ourreach program, and a gallery and visitors cen-
ter Penland iz 3 noonprofit, ta-exempt insamiton which racatves support from the
Morth Carelinag Ares Coumeil, an agepcy finded by the Stare of Morth Caroling and
the Matonsl Endowment for the Arts. whichk believes that a great nation deserves
great art. More information st waw penland.org.

Dan Aflizan, Ceird with a Har, cass glass,
resin, off paing, 16x 12 x 20 incher

Rodn Drgeer i the cammumications manager and siqff shotographer af Penland
School of Crgifts.

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News'" on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

€< > COOPERTIRES

QUALITY YOU CAN DEPEND ON!

DISCOYERER SRY
Fromivm ¢
COWEIT Towing

UT7AY Light Dety
L35 ULTRA TOURING

COOPERTIRE COM

Spruce Pine Tire
828 765 2186

Morday-Friday Tam-5pm
8977 Oak Ave Spruce Pine NC ZB7TT
f{'___'] COOPERTIRES

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new adult and pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your entire family.

2700

i

Fena N
R

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHERSHIP

We Accept Medicaid, Medicare, and Most Insurance

We Have A Sliding Scale Program If You Are Uninsured
Or Need Help Paying For Your Care

Celo Spruce Pine

Bakersville ]
&75-4118 688-2104

BOEa-2104

www bronews.com
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ALPHA & DMEBA

Each answer begins and ends with the same lemer.

B i Put cenfidente in Proverks 35)
A Faul addressed them often (Eghestans 11}

o e Pormanent pesident of Jerusilem

b Yiscipleor erods hothet (Matthew X, 1)
Vawa irstboen amng many sistes?
1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752 Koo e it e e (Mark 12:4)

(828) 652-7023 SR L g s 2

i, Do chugch Locale (Revelabion 1)

Open Monday - Saturday

6:30 - 11am Breakfast B e Job ke hs ted (b 19251
11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner | S Hastile nation {Eusiciel 6:16)
(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)

Since 1971, Serving Marion BibleGamz.com ®© 2018 Kingdom Creative

and the Surrounding Communities.

Solation: 1. Trust 2. Saints 3. [sraehi 4 Philip 5 Ewve 6 Widow 7.MMmam

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!! | Selution:1Trust 2. Saine % Fhilip
Iﬁ:ﬁut 1OUa g R0,

iy

-7

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community _
% and a greener environment, '
% % Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
Ask about our ongoing recycling program :
a0 o you can participate i our oot inMorganton
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care | =
MeDowell 1-40 at Exit 105
Come See Us at Our New Location
We serve Across the Street!

. SOFT ICE CREAM Morganton, NC

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes B L
Mmoo 828-433-5400
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ACRORTM GANME

Sobve nsing the clue and acrooym provided

Tuammple: Caaved an igh (T0) The Ten (o maadmets

1 FOM - The Jess war of angfing! | Mark 1)

{. COME - Jar's Jacket? dGemeshs 70D

1, TS = Paferce, fo st Ralatians -22-L1)

L. OEW - saiah 40:1 insplied Sonyg

§, ATTP - et time to wproat (Decheslastes 30

b, IS - God's Last-&iys promie (bets LiLF)

A LYE - Jerws” hardest oemmand | ke &17)

§. WIYT - Stemy eestion (Lo G251

1. YPMP = Duth's vow te Maami {abhe,) (Ruth 1350

1. LMFG - Civine Egyptian (ommind (Exks &1

EihleEarﬁz.:_um @Z'HIB_Kingdum_Creative

Solution: 1. Fishers of hMen 2. Cost of Many Colors 3. Frudt of the Spimt 4.
Cm Eagle’s Wings 5. A Time o Plant §. Pour Out My Spirit 7. Love Your
Enemies 8. Where is Your Faith? 9. Your People My People 10. Lat My Feople
o

m Mationwide’

to help protect

your many sides.

AUTS | BUSIMNESS | FARM | H
BURNSWVILLE

(828)682-2325

SPRUCE PINE
(828)765-2790

MEWLAND
(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADSON, BLRKE
(866)346-4202

AN
TRENT

sassociates

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

bl s e P i 8 cleil campario end fof il Haliossice meTibers dne ISaUned by @ Al
sy, NarSoivaica, h Raliorwite M and Bagle Jain B Malon, WieTs recioes 5 you i srecisu 15 i 80 W
Frerrie i ] s ke we Sos T B afaeoioens ane s b reaen of HaSe e Mol e Carpny. @207
HaSsrasicks Mislial Irgusares Corpary. NPRLET 18403 (TANT)

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You o

Celebrare FHecavery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

Wy McDowell DSS

gefting their hearts broken. Anytime you open up yeur

W many families continue to foster. Children need families

R they need. Every child in fosier care deserves fo have a

Being a foster family is nof easy and offen fimes can

be challenging. Foster families open up their homes
and their hearts to love a child. They are the ones that
wipe away the tears and comfort the children letfing
them know if will be okay. Being a fositer family means
helping children heal and learn life skills that will Last
a life time. Many fimes, families are disconuraged from
becoming fosier families, because they may be afraid of

home and experience life with a child there are strug-
gles. Despite the difficulties that fostering can bring,

to love them, nurture them and give them the guidance

family to love them. Make a difference foster/adopt a
child. Contact McDowell County DSS 828-652-3355.

Jenny Millsaps

Foster Home Licensing SW
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Lift Chairs

by Med-Lift & La-z-boy

Featuring:

= | ifefime Frame and
Mechanism Warranfies

= Supenor Construchon
= Hardwood Frames
= All Steel Mechanisms

ON SALETY

Many styles & colors
now in stock.

FURNITURE § COMPANY

274 DAK AVENUE + SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA 28777
PHOME {BZB) 765-5657 = FAX (EZ2B) 765-BE5E
whww. peoples-furniture.com

STORE HOURS: 8:30AM TO 5:30PM - MON. THRU SAT.

What You Will Mever See

By Jerry Lewis
MeDaweall Coumty

Psalm 10 iz a retelling of the history of Istacl. In
of his fathers {vs. &). They rebelled at the Fed Sea. "vet
He zaved them for his name's sake " Once they crossed
the Fed Sea "they balieved his words; they samg his |
praise." They had to see God work and then st Himm |

However, verse 13 gives the sad reality: "They soon
forzot his works; they did not wait for his counsel.™ Sin was folloeed by sin,
disobedience nmitiplied by disobedience. Things got so bad that God was ready o
kill them " Therefore he said be would destroy them—had not Boses, his cho-
sen one, stood m the breach before him, to tum sway his wrath from destroving
them " (vs. 23}

It didn't get any better.

"Then they despised, mur-
oared, did not obey, voked them-
salves to Baal ate sacrifices of-
ferad 1o the dead " A plazne broke
out among them. “Then Phinehas
stood up and mtervened, and the
plague was stayed " (vs. 30)

Two times they were near
one stood in the gap for them.
Someone interceded. But it wasn't
enough. hozes and Fhinehaz

Until Jesus. He came s the
ulfimate intercessor. On the cross,
be stayed the wrath of God, infer-
ceding mot only for Israel but for
aayone who will tmest Him. “For
our take, (rod made Him fo b 5in
who knew no sin, 1o that in Him
wa might become the righieous-
mazs gf Christ. " (2 Cornthians
521

And Jesas" work didn't stop there. Three days later be resurected. Then he
ascended Mow he mtercedes.

Fho iz fo condemn? Christ Jasus is the one who dicd—more than that, who
s raized—who i5 at the ripht hand af God, who indeed i5 infercading for ur.
(Flomans §-34. E5W)

Conseguantly, be & able fo save o the wifermost those whe draw rear fo God
through him, since he always ves fo make intercession for them. (Hebrears T:25,
ESV)

My Hirtle children I am wriiing these things to you fhat you meay nod sin. But jf
anyone sins, we have an advocare with the Father, Jezus Christ, the righteons. (1
John 2:1-2, ESV)

Moses' intercession was limited to & cemain event and time. Phinehas imerceded
and died. Jesus died to intercede! Mow be lives to interceds! What you will newver
know is what he haz mmtercepted n your life today. Yoo will never know the pend-
ing danger, the looming femptation, the “almost” catastrophe that be stayed saay
by mterceding. He saved you then and he's saving you now-—-to the nitermost!
Thank God today for what vou don't knowe

Jerry Lowis is Sendor Pastor af Grace Commruiny Church in Marion.

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

ol Erie
-*. Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against

the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder

wwrw brenews. com
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Mountain Community Health Partnership

To Receive Grant Funds
By Amber Dillinger
Miichel] and Femcey Counties

MMomtzin Conwmmnity Heslth Parmership (MCHP) is pleased
o announce they are one of twelve orEanizations to TECeEiVE one-
time grant fundns to combat the opioid cnisis. Govermor Cooper
has apnounced et 3 tofal of $1.5 million in grant awards will be
ziven to the twelve organizatons. The purpose of these fumds &5
to advance the goals of the BT Opicid Acton Plan. It will enshle
MCHP to implement activities n our comnnmity that improve access to hanm redac-
tion, trestment, and recovery suppaorts. “Conumunity efforts to tum te tide o the
opicid crizsis deserve our support” Covemor Cooper said “These prants are anodher
example of the collsborative effort we pead to fight overdoses, save lives, and connect
people to treament statewide.™

MMountain Conwomnity Heslth Parmership is 2 Federally Qualified Health Center
serving Mitchell, Wancey, and sumounding counties. MCHP will wse this fimding to
establish a network of peer support specialists and post overdose response teams who
can meet with people who are smaggling with addiction where they are. Crr residents
are in desperate need of assistance in fighting the opicid epidemic. It has become
mcreasingty clear that if we are to make an mpact oo this problem. we nnest move
beyond the walls of our clivics smd into the conpmmity to enraze our neizhbors.

“I am thrilled to bepin collaborating with comnmmity agencies in order to develop a
paoist overdose team. This effort is fusled by the needs of our conwmmities. which like

muary others have been hard hit by chronic stress and overahelm
MCHP is dedicased to belping our comanmities address the
opiodd crisis and dhis is the net step in 3 natural progression as we
build and create programs to suppost families and reat indivednals
Pepple who are using dmgs are sumonnded by other people who
are nsing dmgs. Even when the person bas a desire fo quit using,
restment can be diffioult to access and restoration of healt seems
unaitzingble. The team st MCHP already includes medical and
behavioral health providers who work collaboratively to treat pa- Ay Earnhecrt
to add Peer Support Specialists to oor team . While working together with connmminy
arencies. we will soive to suppon and Imk folles with reatment and conmmomity re-
SOUTCES, (Teate opportanites for change mansfiorm life dweatening events and enhance
community resibience ™ —Anty Eambeant, LOSW, LCAS

For more information, or o leam more abowt our health center please contact
Amber Dillimger, Cireach and Enrollment 823-588-6621 adillinges@mchp. care

Ambar Dillinger ix the Outreach and Enrellment'Certified Application Counselor
af Bakersville Community Health Centar

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
affect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson

Excallance

find your Tulure a

Qpporianity

"our only nonprofit, local, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronmegdhospicecfyancey.org

www brenews com
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The Truth
By Tim Tron
Burke County

“T've ahways thought that the most powerfid weapon
i tha world was the bomb and that T wiy I gove 17 to my
peaple, but I've coma to the conclision thar the most powar- §
Jul wegpon in fhe warid 15 not the bomb but itt the fruth ™
— Amngdrei Sakharov

Every day, we are confronted with a multimde of mior-
mation that puts us at odds with our sbility to foons oo the word of God; the tath.
This comes in one of two varations. First and probably the most obwions, are those
of distractions which are in the form of eutside imfluences. They can come froma
varety of sources; devices, media, radio, podicasts, and etc. The other, and some-
times not as ebvious are the things of tus world, the very objects we use to serve
Him become 50 wemendously inmense in namoe that they overpower our Spirit-led
infentions. We becomes consumed by the weight of their responsibilities. Under the
load of thiz forbearance we find oursebves stugeling to keep God in our minds, let
alpns to hinder that deparhure from our bearts where we have placed Hirm; our last
bastion of safefy within; shelterad from sl alsa.

In an effort o maintayin cur sanity, we nnst filter the cloud of modse; parzing the
false, or more popularly referred to as, “'fake news,” from the tmth. In oy zrandfa-
ther’s milk bam, there was the room where he kept the Separator, as it was known.
In ooy mind, T can still picmre the stainless-steel piece of equipment that stood about
chest high. Grandpa Tron wonld pour in the whole milk, that which was straight
fronmm the cow, and it wonkd spin the cream away from the milk. where it conld then
ba collected and used to mske the other by-products of the dairy; chesse, tnater,
and etc. It was otmions when the Separator was done. Unforimately, cleansimg the
imput o our mental pallet is not as easy.

In a documentary i the early 1800°: Bill Moyer, an ordained mindster in 1954,
and a reporter for CES and NBC Mews, presented a vision of the fofure a5 part of
8 special dooomentary, A World of Tdeas.™ whereby he predicted we would soon
be living in the “Age of Information.™ However prophetic his words were at that
time, albeit too seon for what was really to come in 1990; we now live in that fne.
From the traditional nightly news to the other end of the specimum where amyone
with a keyboard and access to social media can oufput information, be it tee or
false, we face a world of a constant barrage of data. More and meose, mnlike in what
DOW SeEIs anckent times, there is little to no references given, no facts to back up
sxid purported info. There are sound-bytes throwm like frishees, tossed info the mg
somedimes simply 1o canse a sensation; teir aim is to go viral, another operative of
many that dwell m this spectrum

What sy vou then of what Christ would say to those Jears who were on the fence
of becoming believers, “dnd pe shall buow the truth, and the truth shall make you
Jree. " -Fohn §:32

L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County's Largest Selection of Furniture

Exit 81 1-40 -

136 Worley Road - Marion, NC
(B28) GS2-7T667 Tna i i Sl s

lam - 6pm 0w - dpm Clnend

To know the truath is to be the tuth. “If it were only that simple. ™ you might
respomd.

Winstom Churchill, “Trath & the most valosble thing in the world, often it is pro-
tected b a bodypuard of Lies™

Today, we stmaggle to resolve fact from ficton, pot ondy in the obvious manner m
which we often think, nit also what is relevant to our purpose in Christ.

Churches snd denominations across the globe face an attack from 3 force not of
tiis world, rying o sway their leaders and conpregations info sofiening their stand
for the muth. Giving inte the world was not an option i the Apostie Panl's time. As
be spoke to the clnrch in Corinth, be was brotally honest when be told them, “For I
rhink that God hatf set forth us the apostles lazi, az it were appointed o death: for
w are made @ speciacle unto the warld, and fo angels, md fo men. We are fools
Jor Christs noke, but ve are wize i Cheiss; we are woak, but e are strong; @ arg
homorable, buf we are despized. Even unto thiz prezent howr we both hunger and
thirs?, and are naked, and are lygfeted, and have no cerfam dwelling piace; And
labar, working with ouwr own hawds: being radlad, we Bless; being persecused, we
siffer it Being dgfmed, we enireat. we are made as the fiith of the world, and are
rhe gffcourine gf all things wnto this dage ™

Pl was making an fromic statzment about the apostle’s sake. These words ara
something which conld be taken totally out of coofext in todsy's world and often
are literally used against imknowing Christians, being misquoted to advance other
ideclogies. The lies once maore sumonndme the tath. Paul and the apostles wera
awything bt fiools in Christ although they were despised and hated by the Jews
of their time. They were always under sttack of defamation of character and literal
persecution. Vet as they would lesve a town, either after 3 miracolous healing or
near-desth torturs, they would 2z my new-found friend Ty Cladks wonld say,
“Rejoice in ther labors gf the Holy Spirit. © Jimory had been part of a mission ream
to South Aftica a few years back. There, they were scheduled fo visit 2 prison whers
the mission team was to speak fo some of the prsopers zs part of thelr mission
wiork. Om their walk to the prison facility, fonnoy said be was overcome with 8 mes-
sage that (od had ziven o him; so mnch so, that be asked the others if he niight be
shle to share his vision when they ammived, to which they azreed. He described walk-
ing back to the hotel fromn the prison after his sermon 25 it being one of the greatest
feelings in his life, his rejoicing in the Spint had begun
Or path isnt abways bt with the best of lighting.

Az we sirive to walk dowem the pathway which we feel Good hath set before ws, we
nunst fes] like the psalmist when he wrote the words to the 23rd Psalm, “Tea, though
T walk through the vailey of the shadow gf death, Twill faar no evil: for thou art with
nea; thy rod and thy sigff they congfors me. " Mo matter where youn arein the world,
o mEbier where yon are in your walk of faith, if vou have begun, vou sl encomn-
ter the world i whichk you live. Throngh this mamer of perspective, we nmast give
insight &5 to the phy=ical and emotional challenges that bemg of the flesh entails.

Although your jommey may be olbwdons, there will be at tmes where you will
face avalanches of problems and mals. Wothing ever comes easy when vou finslly
find yourself walking in faith As ope of my good fiends snd missionsry Teffrey
Canads said to me once, “You know vou are zoing in the mzht divection, with regard
to faith when yon feel that siznificant beadwind in your face.” Fust as Paal wrote to
the church in Corinth we sre buffeted. and nothing is for certam. Sometimes it feals
=5 If von can barely hans on, when another wave crashes over the bow of your ship,
swamping you oace more. Slowly, your grab on o the railing and pull yourselfap.
Taking a deep breathe you stand to your feet and take another step forward.

Do we give up?

Do we qguit?

o, for we nmst not be vanguished. “For God, who commanded the Nght fo shine
out gf darkmess, hath shined in our heartz, fo ghve the Hght gf the nowledee gf the
Elory gf God in the face gf Jesus Christ. But we hmee this measume in aarthem ves-
sels, that the excellancy gf the power may be of God, and not af . W are monbiad
oM @vary sida, yer not distnasred, we are perpilexed, but not in despair; Persecured,
Bt mot forsaken; cast down, but nor destroned; Always bearimg abowr i the body
the dying of the Lowd Jerus, that the [jfe also gf Jesus mighr be made manjfass in our
Bady. "-I Cormthians 4:6-10

He, Jesns Christ, is the way, the muth, the light

Yet, in all the strupeles and tests of our faith we nmst not forper dar once we
come fo know Him and truly serve, we can put our trust in Hm In this hope, for it
is not simply & mrystery, we have 3 guarantes of life eternal, that of which we cannot
begin to comprehend in our earthly realm of conscionsness. “Buf as if i writen, Eye
Frth mot sean, nor ear heard, neither have endered info the heart of man, the things
wihich o hath prepared fbr them that love him. -1 Cormthians 2-9

To know Christ is to know Truth.

Confess vour sins o Him, seek Him  knock and the door shall be opened. “That
{ff thon thaif confess with iy mouth the Lord Jezus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that (rod hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved “-Fomans 10:0

Finally, when we sre laft with little hope. when we have been knocked to our
knees for what seems the lact tme remember the words of Christ, shortly before
lesving this earthly pealn when he spoke these words to bis disciples, “Sanctify
ihem throngh thy math: thy word is mth ™

Eneowy that throngh all we face, all the tnals, persecutions and adversarial rela-
tioms, there is one thing we can count on;, the Word of God, for it is the nlbimatmm
of muths, and for this. we shall ever be thankfnl

Thanks be to God.

Timochy W Trom iives in Collermmille, NC.with hiz family. He is the formar
Director of the Trail of Faith in Faldeze, where he still vohunteers and helps with
fours. He mow feaches Math full ime at Wateuea High School in Boone. He i

rhe authar gff a new Chriztian zevtes, "Children gf the Light ™ with the first book
being, “Bruecks to Hemoen, ™ and kiz recent book, being the second, “"The Light in
the Darknesz. ” He is an acthwe blogger, artizt, and musician. Timothy also has a
B3EE from UF, and is a Lay Speaker. He can be reached ar iwironi@ine. com
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Get Radical Results by
Changing Your Mind
By Joyce Meyer

For mamy years I went to church faithfully, week after
week, bur I wasn't living a victorions Christian Life I read
o1y Bible every day, served on the evangelism board and
went door-to-door telling people about Jesus because I
really wanted 1o serve God. But even though I was doing
those things. T was still miserable most of the fme.

While I leammed a good foundstion about sabvation through God's grace at ooy
church I wasn’t lesming bow to changs and be francformed mto the imape of
Christ by renswing my mind according to God's Ward.

It cansed me fo live m a fastrating cycle that went like this: Go to chorch on
Sunday, fizhr with my nshand during the week, get fusiraed with my kids 3 lot
and feel miserable, depressed, angry—like 3 mess—and then go back to church
on Sunday fo get “right” with God again I felf like I didn't know how act like a
sane human being.

Ephesians 4:23-24 [(AMPC) says o “be constantly renewed in the spirit of your
miind [having a fresh mental and spirfiual arffude], and pur on the new Rature
(the regenerate self) created in frod § imape.... "

This is 0 Important, becaase It's impossible to kave a positive, peaceful life
and at the zxme time have a negative mind

But when we take time to renew our minds with God's Word, we leam hoa to
think like God thinks, say what God says, and act like Hes wants us to act. Then
we ¢an have what He wants us to have—abundant life in Christ, filled with His
rightepusness, peace and joy. (5ee John 10:10 and Romans 14:17.)

How Are You Supposed to Think™

The first thing we need to understand is that when we become new cresticns in
Christ (2 Cormthians 5:17), what is nommal for the world is no longer normal for
ns. There's a way we're supposed to live that reflects the mmage of Christ in the
world.

For example, many people think it's nomal to worry, but as a Chmﬂn,wur
rying is not 3 nommal
way of thinking.
Philippians 4:4 says
we are o “he anious
Jor nothing ™ (NETV).
This doesn’t mesn we
won't ever feal wor-
ried, but when we do,
We Can pray and give
it o God so we can
have Hiz peace while
we g0 through the
challengzes of life.

First Corinthisms
216 {AMPC) says -
“we have the seind gf Chrise.” This means no matter what our ciroumstances may
be, we can have God's wisdom, discernment and pesce o guide our decisions in
the midst of them.

We can live with these mind-sets:

= The Made-Tp Mind: Colossians 3:2 says to “sef your minds and Feep them sat
ot what is above_..nof on the things that are on the garith ~ (AMPC). The only way
we can accomplish what we really want to do n life is by determining what God
has put in our bearts to do and then setting our minds o do it. With the belp of the
Holy Spirit, vou can make up your mind and stop over-thinking your decisions.

= The Homble Mind: Philippisns 2:5 savs, “Let thiz same affitude and purpoze
amid [rumble] mind be in you which was im Christ Jesuz .~ (AMPC). A parson
with 3 humble mind is peaceful becaise they can wait on God's timing and follow
His direction; they don't constantly stmzzle with wondering why or when. And
they aren't judsgmental or critical of others.

= The Focused MMind: We live in an age of distraction! It's smazing how much in-
formation is coming af us most of the tme through technology, the media and the
symess of the world around us. I've decided that the world probably isa't going
o change, 5o I have to change. I'm leaming how to keep my mind on what I'm
doing, rather than thinking sbout several things at once or what I want to do next.

You Can Choose

There iz a way o have righteonsness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit—ro have
victory in our circumstances and not live basad on what the world views 25 “nor-
mal ™ And it all begins with renewing our minds. The choice is up to ws.

Mizke the decision to spend mmne =ach day reading and meditsting on the Word.
Pray and ask God to belp you understand bow to spply the wisdom you discosver
o your everyday life. As yvou do vour part to renew vour mind, Good will do His.
And yona'll love the ransformation that comes with having a “pormal” mind—the
ouind of Christ!

For more on this fopic, order Joyce's Batilefield of the Mind Action Plan. Yo
can also contact us to receive our free magazine, Enjoyins Everyday Life, by call-
ing (E00) 727-0673 or visiing Www. joyCSmeyer.org.

Jovee Meyver iz a New York Times bestrelling author and foumder of Jovee Mayper
Mimiztries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, including Bartigfield af

the Mind and Overload: How to Unplug, Linwind and Unleash Tourse(f from the
Praccure gf Stress (Hacherta). She hosts the Exjoving Everpday Life radio and TT
programs, which air on hundreds of stafions worldheide. For morg jformation,
VISTT WWWLjEVCamHayar org.

But God commendeth iy love toward ns, in that, witile we were yel sinners,
Chriwt died for us. Romans 5:8
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¥e are of God, hitle cinldren, and have evercome them:

becanse grearer is he that is 1w you, than he that 15 m the
world. 1 Jehn 4:4
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Bits ‘n Pieces

Avery County

Avery County Events:

Angnst 10-12 Fine Art and Master Crafis Festval, Diosmiown Bamer Elk
Linwille Falls Conwmmity Chorch Angpst 16-17, 2018, the Livville Falls Com-
oty Church is holding "Linville Falls Vintage arket Days." a 2-day tagfestata
tvpe szle with proceads to benefit the bnilding fund for the Bond Fellowship Hall.
How do I post the event on the calendar?

Borke County

The Poothills Tent Crusade will be hald at Caldwell County Fair Grounds
located at 2461 Fairpround Foad, Lenoir, BIC 28645 Angnst §th - 17t (Monday
- Friday). Service stars at 7:00 P Choir Practice starts at §30 PM. "Hevive
s Azain"! This Crusade is being led by Dr. Balph Sexdion, Jr and thers will be
preaching nighthy! Yooth Bight will be held on Fridsy, Ansost 17th ac 7-00 PR

Burle County Chamber - Dementia Resoarce Summit—September 21, 2018 at
Qam-10zm Registration  10am -3pm Presentations Grace Fidse Retrement Com-
ity in Ervin Community Foom. For more info call Caron Tucker ar 823-4466-
1466 or Chanity Ellioit at S28-580-8327

Catawha River Baptist Association - We have an exciting mission opporiomity
for folks n our Associztion. There are many people in the eastern part of our state
a group of workers Angust §-10, 2013 to do clesn-up and some constmction n
Lumberton, M. This trip will not cost you swything a= all supplies, lodgine, and
food will be provided fres of chargs.

If interested please call oor CRBA office for more information and fo register

If your chorch is doing VEBS this ywear and you are lookine for a great place
to send the offerings collected, we may have the place for yon We are happy to
be parmerinz with Pastor Pandu Maddala of Victory Baptist Association as he
wiorks with pastors in Indiz to reach commmnities for Jesus. Most pastors m India
pastor more than one church and they walk wherever they zo. They are in nead
of 100 bicycles to help 100 pastors take the Word of God fom willage to village.
The Cataba River Association is working to meef this peed through the gifis of
churches and mdividueals. T vou, your Charch, or Sunday School class would ke
o donate A bike (pedals for pastors) please send a check for 380 o CEBA and pat
on the memo line “Pedals for Pastors™. Bvery dollar collecied will be sent to India
and will be nsed o purchase bicycles. Please semd all donamons o 1812 US TOE.,
MMiorganton, NIC.

East Valdese Baptist Chorch-Toly 20-Ansast 1. 6:00 pm. to 8:30 pm. Famiby
night with free dinner Angwst 1.

Cilead Bapfist Church-Angast 12-15, §200 pm. to 8:30 p.am. Fannly cookout oo
Wednesday nizht.

Pleazant Hill Baptist Chorch-Augwst 5-10, 530 pm. to §:30 pm. Classes for Pre
E through &th prade.

Wallcer Foad Baptist Church-Angpst 12-16, 6200 pom. to 8:00 pm. Thinner to be
served nightly. Classes for a1l ages throush adult.

Zion Baptist Church-Augnst 4, 100 pm_ to 2:30 pm. (@ Burke United Chris-
tian Mimistries This will be a joint Bible School snd volonteers are needad please
contact Lori Matthews (@ Zonbc secretaryi@zmail com or czall 323-237-3020 for
more informstion. School supplies will be collacted to hand out to the children in
attendance.

Plesss bring donations to the CRBA office.

Creat Hope Seventh Day Adventist Church "Eating You Alive—one bite at

2 ime" is a movie with a comprehensive look into why we are so sick, who is
profiting and who is taking the "hit." It brings together evidence-based science,
expert testimony and inspirationa] stories of people who have reversed dizease and
dizcoverad the tmath sbout how 3 whole food plant based lifestyle can address and
sofve some of our world's mpst current crisis. Showing, Thorsday, Augast 9, 7:00
pm in fhe Old Rock School, Waldensian Room. This movie kas been dhown m
thesters across Amenca this year Love zift will be taken.

Cpen House will be Sunday, Anznst 5, 2:00-4:00 pm at the Great Hope Seventh-
day Adventist Church, 2907 US Hwy 70 in Drexel (across from the Foothills Thrift
Store). Imviting our friends and community to come for a bref tour of our ex-
panded chmrch facility to see how God has poured out His blessings. Refreshments,

Iz disbetes commolline vour life? There is scientific research for reversing it
Are you ready to leamn bow and glso to prevent such? EEVERSING DIABETES
SEMINAR meets Thursdays, Angast 16-S5eptember 20, 6:00 pm_ You will love
feeling healthier! Great Hope Seventh-day Adventist Chuoch 2007 175 Hwy 70 in
Direxel (across from the Footlls Thraft Store’). Ioite your family and friends o
jom you. FREE but must pre-register for reserved seat at 828-334-0084.

"The Waldensian Story, Why It Maters Today!™ is a must hear! Will be present-
ed at the Trail of Faith by Bammy Mzhomey, retired pastor and historizn, Saturday,
Augzust 18, 7.00 pm. This is free.

Morganton Seventh-day Adventisi-Burke County - Looking for a place o wol-
unteer and make a difference in your conmoumity? God's Closet-Morzanton nesds
vilutesrs to help saf up for our next FREE shopping event. If vou can help with

set up and clothes sorming on Sundsy, Foly 29:h. for ar least 2 hours betaeen @ am.
and 2 pan, please call Tanet Hardin at 828-244-3876 or you can show up to volun-
teer that day at 2187 Jamestowm Foad, Morganton, 9O

The neett God’s Closet-Morgaton FREE children’s clothes shopping event will
be beld at the Blorpanton Seventh-day Adventist Chorch located ar 2187 JTames tomm
Bd. Morganton B.C. on Aupnst 3rd-Friday from 9:00 3.m_ - 12 noon Bniry fee
is ooty 51, and we provide the shopping bags for you! FREE childcare while youn
shop. Each family will receive & pair of free brand new pajamiag :md brand nesy
uniform polo shirt while supplies last. Please vizit, Like and Share our Facebook
page: God's Closet-Morganton

Towmn of Valdese Commumity Affairs & Tourism - Angust 3- Carson Hill- Coun-
my/BockFolk The Fock School

The Valdese Farmers Market has opened at its new location at the Oid Rock
School. Vendors will set up snd be ready to sell st 11am and will sy open ool
4pm on Fridays.

“TWe are excited to brng the Farmers harkat to the 31d Fock School front lawm,
shared Morrissa Angi Conmmmity Affairs Director for the Town of Valdess. “Te
hope to meresse visibility of the market and create a stronger mumber of regalar
shoppers with the new location ™

Farmers are myvited fo setap their prodoce undemeath the largs tree on the front
lzwn beginming &t 10:30=m on Market Fridays. Fammers that are imferested in partici-
pating can doamboad the vendor application af valdesemarket. com

The Town of Valdese-—The Waldensizn Festval Angnst 10th and 11th

McDvowell County

CarePartmers: Want to make a difference, souch lives, and mpact your coummm-
nify? Em,mlmlﬁbhmtu’q]pmhmhﬁm:ﬂﬂnbl&mﬂ:ﬂfﬂhwmgpmums!
Admimistrative Office Voluntesr, Pationt/Famity Support Vohmiteer, Bereanement
Support Vohmteer, We Honor Veterans Volunteer, Special Events Voluntesr, snd a
newly added position Pastoral Care Voluntesr! For more mformation aboat these
posifions, please contact CareParmers Hospice and Palliative Care McDoaell Vol-
unteer Services Diepariment st 825-652-1318 ext. 303, You can make an everlastng
impact with just a few bours of your time 2 wesk! Call todsy to leam more!

Cross United Methodist Chuarch - Mew Comommity Owireach Benefits McDiowell
Teens for Chnst BE A R Closet
(Blaby Equipment and Resonrce Closet)

Begmning Wednesday, Augwst 1st, 2018 the youth gronp at Cross United Meth-
odist Chnrch bocated at 85 West Cross Street in Marion will lannch a new ontresch
mimistry benefiting families with children This &5 the first youth led outreach pro-
eram of its kind serving the hiarion commummrty. With eversight and divection from
ihe Youth Director snd church leadership, the Tesns for Christ Bsby Equipment
and Besource Closet (B E A B Closet) will be reaching ouf to serve low incoeme
farnilies, foster parents, expectant parents, grandparents rising prandchildren. and
any family stuzeling to care for their babies and children “Cror church recognized
the need in our conumumity and our youth wers eager to reach ot and somehowr
mest the need ™ states Philista Gossett, Cross UMC Youth Direcior. “The BEA R
Closst can provide families with a few basic necessities like clothing, dispers. and
babry equipment which give them a few exmra dollars in their pocket that can be re-
directed to other needs like food gas. or medicines.™ states Philists Gossstt, Cross
URIC Youth Director. “The outreach is also a wery simple practical way to reach
out fo our peighbors in need snd share the love of Chrst " The BE A B Closet will
provide fres gently used clothing (zizes presmmies to 4 toddler), shoss haby equip-
ment such as strollers, high chairs, swings, pack o' plays, bouncy seats, bathing and
hyziene products, bedding it=tms, baby food items, as well as lowing encouragement
to each family. The outreach will be open the 15t and 3rd Wednesdsys of the month
4:00 to 630 pm. and the 2nd and $th Wednesdays 200 to 11:00 am. For more
information or if you are inferested in vohmteer oppormnities call (328} 203-8790 or
emazil TeensforChristBE AR closeta valoo. com.

Come joinws at the 3rd anmaal MMcDowell County From Farm to Table Event.
Your evening will be one of fine dining, locally sourced food prepared by experi-
enced McDowell Local chefs, and served with a symle This four course dinner and
o 6 attendess,

Funds raized will be used to provide frech locally sourced food to be distribated
o the food msecure of McDowell County. Sponsorships are available.

Where? McDowell Local, B4 South Main Strest, Marion IC 28752, Parking
svailshle in the Public Parking loss in downiown Manon.

When? Szmrday, Amgust 11, 530 pm

Tickets are $50. Call 828-852-8104 or come by 60 East Cowrt Smest, Manion,
2nd floor for tickets or follow this link hitps: fmodowellcsa commodoweall-farm-to-
zble

Al accepling sponsors.

Mitchell County

Earl Horton American Legion Post 122, Inc Telephome- (82836750200
Cell: (§28)208-2675 AMERTICAN LEGION ANNOUNCES WURSING
Faobin Direyer is the compumications mansger and staff photographer at Penland
School of Crafis. SCHOLABSHIP

American Lagion Post 122 encourages oy legal resident who has besn accepied
o of is enrolled in & 1 yesr Licensed Practical MNurse program, or who is ennclled in
22 3or4 year program leading to ceriification s a Registered Iarse, contact Post

www. brenews. com
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122 represewtative Les Hegvner about apphyines for the American Tegion Depart-
ment of North Caroliza Colon For Memorsa] Mursme Scholarship.

The 5600000 scholarship is availsble to 5 norsing stdents who reside in Morth
Carpling and zre enrolled in a gualifying program in a Mooth Carolina schoal
American Lagion Post 122 may endorse ONLY 1 applicant each year. The applicant
will be interviewed by the Post officers. The most gnalified applicant’s application
will be endorsed by the Post Commander or Adjrtant and forwarded to the Ameri-
can Legion Department of Morth Caroling, whese the selection process will ooour in
Oictober. All pominees will be contacted by mail by the Dieparmment Hesdouamers
staff, with the results of the selection process by the end of Movewber The notifi-
cation will nchade 3 form the winner pwnst complete. providing the address of the
colleps to which the check s to be mailed.

Applications mest be received at the Deparment Headguarters no 1ater than Sep-
tember 25 2018 Complete details about the scholarship snd the applicaton form
can be found caline at American Legion, Deparmment of IMorth Carolina — Colon
Las Hemvmer - (B28) 6730200 or (B28) 208-2675. The application snd supporting
letter of acceptance from the educationsl instimtion (if spplicable) must be received
&t American Legion Post 122 PO Box 761, Bumsville, 1T 28714 no Later than An-
gust 15, 2018 for review and the scheduling of an interview with Post 122 officers.

Bear Creel Bapfist Church - Women's Prayer Breskfast Tuly 13th 8:00am =i
DT s
Celebrate Fecovery
This is a Chst and Biblical Based Program, giving hip and help for men, women
and families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wise(g) 355-00461
Thera will be 3 meeting every Thrsday night with someone there to talk to men,

Main Street Spruce Fine - Aug 2-5 Grassy Creek —First Fridsy Concert, Ang.
3, —Ceniral Park Empty Bowls Fundraiser, Ang. 20.-- First Baptist Chorch First
Friday Concert, Sept. 7, —Cenmral Park Fall Clean Up, Sept. 15, —Dowmtown Spruce
Pine Greenles Mappime Day, Oct. TEBD, —-Dovwmnioan Sproce Pine Anfiqoe Festi-
val, Oct. 13— Diowntoam Spruce Pine Potter's Market, Oct. 13-14.-- Cross Sivest
BEmilding Merchant Trck or Treat, Oct. 31, —Diowniosm Spmce Pine Small Busi-
Satrday, Mow. 24— Dowmtown Spruce Pins Erwanis Christmas Parade, Mov.
24— Downtown Sprace Pine TRAC Studio Tour, Mow. 30-Dec. 2, Mitchell-Yancey
Coumties

For more information sbout any of these events, call SPRS at 828-765-3008.

First Baptist Church: VBS Tuly 29th thm Augnst 2nd. Come sail away —5:30
begins the Fun. MNew friends, Creative Games, Suprising Advenfures, Amazing
Experiunents, Fantzstic Meals, Incredible Music. Ower at 8:30 For more info call
B28-765-8411.

Grassy Creel Baphist Church in Sproce Pine will celehrate ts 20{0th anmiver-
sary on Angnst Sth with Hemecoming and Decoration of the cemetenes. We have
imvited all previous living pastors and a lot of previous nmsic leaders, pianists and
other staff to be present for this special occasion. Loren Harms of the Kingdom
Heirs will prowide special mwsic that day. Bev INathan Sikver and the congregation
imvite yom to join us to celebrate this mdlestone. The worship service will begin st
10:30am followed by a covered dish dinmer on the gronnds. For more information
call the chorch office ar T65-4620.

Historical Society —Augnst 20th Talented local mwsician Will Bitter will present &
program on raditons] mountam nmsic. In 2005, Will thrilled the MOHS andisnce

Cood News Bible Clubs: There will be a new chapter for Mitchell Yancey Avery
snd McDoweall Coumties. Growth is always good. Traming dates for the new wol-
unfesrs i Ang. 4th Burke and McDowell Glenwond Baptist Church 8-3

Aug 18th-Avery and Yancey County location fo be annmmeoed 9-3.

Afifchell Baptist Asociation 170¢h Armal Meeting, Monday Ang 2 7th at Grassy
Creek Baptist Clurch in Sprace Pine, First Session 3:30-5:30, Bresk for 3 mes] and
then Second Session 7-00. Tuesday , August 28th at Ledger Baptist Chuarch in Bak-
ersville T:00pm. Speskers: Monday-Fev. Brace Camnon Tuesday Bev. Brandon
Piman

Bacl to School Bath Awg. 11th Bagins at 10:00am  On the hill behind Sprace
Pine Chevrolet Sponsored by the Faith Based Comnmamity

Hamburger, hot dogs, infiatahles. and school suppliss. AT FREEE For more info
contact Few MMarcus Benfield 828-850-33446 Fain date: Anz 18

Aiichell Connty Chamber - 2018 Grassy Cresk Gem Show!
The 34th Anmzal Grassy Creek Minersl and Gem Show is put on by the Pafoaay
Fire and Fescue to raise money for new equiprsent.
Crrer 60 US and International dealers with almest suy kind of jewelny, gemstone
E=ch booth is 20 fest by 20 feet so thers sre LOTS of items for szle.
Food is avzilable
Diates: Foby 28th to Anzust Sth.
Hours: 10 to 6 daily with mewy vendors open earlier and later becanse they are stay-

Addresz: 136 Majestic View, Spruce Pine BT 28777, This location is on the hill
sbove the previons location on Hwy 226 Emlh_

Contsct Dowmmn Collis colli

B28-T65-5519. hﬂpi.‘wwwgmﬁsj’treeigmmll:w.ug

Alvuntain Community Health Parfnership cordially invites yon to stiend our
Patient Appreciation Day. Fnday Aupnst 17t Sam-3pm.
O locations are:
Bakersville Health Center 38 1. Mitchell Ave. Bakersville, BIC 28705
Celo Health Center 116 Seven hMile Ridge Bd. Bumsville MNC 28714
Spmce Pine Health Center 36 Hospital Dirve Spruce Pme W 28777

We will be baving snacks and givesways. The theme will be “Celebratnz Cur
Haalth Care Herpes ™ Onr staff will be wesrimg our best superhero shirts. We will
dlso be celsbrating our staff nominated “Superkero ™
If yon have questons plesse call E28-688-6521 to reach me.

MO Alineral and Gen Fesfival —PFams through Ang 5th.
The WC Minetal and Gem Festival &5 one of the largest and longest nmning events
in our area sod it takes everyome to makes it happen each year! Please consider join-
ing our team a3 an event sponsor this year!

It tkes nearly a bundred volnnteers to mske this event bappen for our commmmity
every year! And it takes our great sponsors too!

Char sponsors' support belps us spread the word about the event thronghoat the
sontheast o help bring more people to the event and to our local businesses,

THANE YOU FOR SUFPORTING RELAY OF THE BELUE RID:CE!

Alonntain View C1's NCLETRE Come one, Come All' Samrdsy, Aunzuost 18 a
COLOFR. FUN BUN will be hosted by hMonntain View CI's WCLETE at City-Dinive-
In in Spruce Pine, MC. This COLOR FUN FUN is to benefit the Morth Caroling
Law Enforcement Torch Fun for Specisl Olympics.

Fegistration nchsdes a 2018 NCLETE Blue Cotton T-shirt for $23. Regismration
without a t-shirt is $15. All children under 10 years of age and all Spacial Meads
participants are FREE! Be sure fo wear 4 white t-shirt you don’t mind getting col-
ored, as the color will be thrown froon wariows points along the route, 35 well 2= the
fimsh-lime. This is an wn-omed fim mn

Mot running bt stll want to participate of conmilnte to the event? Small cups of
pownder will be swailsble for purchase to be thrown at moners during and at the end
of the race. All procesds benefit the Morth Carolina Law Enforcement Torch Fum for
Special Obympics.

Regitration is available now il the mommg of the mm, with packet pick-up
Saturday moming 7700 — 3:30 am. The race will begin at 8-30 am, starting &t City-
Dirive-In with a route twrongh dewmtown and ending ar City-Dinive-Tn, the finish-
line. For more information on registration, participation and‘or sponsership, please
contact Peggy Dale, 828-383-2551 or pegey.dalefdmedps. gow, or Sam Greene,
B28-284-2486 or samanatha greenemncdps zov

Tipton Hill Community Foandation {Tipton Hill) — Country Breskfast, the first
Saturday each month, 7:30— 1030 am, af the old Metodist Church, across from
Jerry's Store. Come join vs for bomemade sansage, scrambled eggs, sravy, jellies,
juice and coffes. Eat in or take-put, all funds support the Tipten Hill Conmonmity
Foundstion

Toe River Arts Glass Tour Frdays in Angust— 3rd, 10th 17t and 24th. Call 828~
G82-T215 for more info.

Womens Prayver Breakfast: I yoo wounld hike m_iumagmmufmwhn ars
dedicated to praying lsaming abont God's wiall, and Comie join us
for breakfast st DT s in Spruce Pins. We will be ending by 10:00am. Open to all-
for more information call Barbara Harrell at B25-467-3544 or email at barbaralhiy
bocpews.com. Foly meeting is 13th, at 8:00am.

Yancey County

Parkway Playhouse Parlway Playhouse is pleased to present Godspell from Foly
28zh - Amemst 11th

A small sroup of people balp Fesus Christ (Allen Law) tell different parsbles by
nsing a wide vanety of pames. storytelline technigues and & hefty dose of comic
mming. An eclectic hlewd of songs.

Hipgins Memarial Eairos Trainisg. - Training for the Eairos Walk at Mountain
View Comectional facility starts Ansust 18th There ars thres fraimng Sstrdays and
participants nmst do two of the three. This is 8 desperate plea fo have more people
from our church sign up fo partcipate. Without more balp we will have to seversly
limit the number of immates that we can bring the love of JTesus Chrst to. The walk
will be October 18-21. For more informaton contact Jim Swaim at 284-0299 or
Peirce Bingham at 208-0208.

Pariners Alisned Toward Healih - The Mitchall Yancey Substance Albnse Task
Force has completed an update of the Substance Almse and Mental Health Bespunce
Goide - attached to this enyeil, and also available onlime at pathwne ongresourcses.
The Fespurce Guids containg 25 memy Mitchell and Yancey resonrces g we have
been shle to locate. and also inclodes resions] resources for services that ars not
swailzhle within our two counties.

conimiad o page 19
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Gofigure Guild Brings New Works
To Toe River Arts

By Eate Groff, Mktz/Prog Manager
Mirchell and Famcey Conniles

Bezinning Augnst 25, the Toe River Arts Gallery
in Sproce Pine will be transformed fnbe a room of
dolls—mnot the kind we all played with when we wera
younz, not Ken and Barbie or GI Joe, or even Chamy
Carhy—bmnt those works of an that rake viewer o a
realm of nnderstanding how each firnrative piece was
conceived and crested. The exhibit. ““Mot to be Toyed
With; Exploring the At of the Doll” will mn through Sepfember 73, A raception
will be held on Samrday, September 1 from 5 to 7 pm on the gallery finor.

For the exhibit, 30 members of the GoFigure Guild were challenged to expand
their owm visions, cresting up to 100 orzinal works plos historical art dolls and
several “Storybook Characters on Parade,™ sculp-
fures created by Guild members.

Druring the course of the show, the public will
hawve several opportunities to leam more through
the many educational components of the exhibit.
There will be three aducationsl presentations in the
main gallery and one and two-day workshops m the
second-fioor classroom. The education presentations
are free and open to the public. Each workshop has a
fee and requires pre-registration

GoFigure was founded in 2000, Since then the
group has grown to inclode ouced media and con-
from each end of the spectum come from as far
away as Greenville, South Carolina and Enoeoville,
Tennessee and from closer to home i Mitchell and
Yancey counties and severzl places in berwesn,

T he Toe Fiver Gallery is open Toesday-Samrday
from 10230 am to 5:00 pm. Please visit the website,
www teeriverarts.org for more information shout
dates, times description and fees of the aducational
preseatztions snd workshops.

Toe Fiver Amis is 3 non-profit arts organization
whose mission is the connect the arts with the com-
onmity to enhance living in the two-county region
and serve a5 an economic driver for all residents and
visttors. For more information about Toe Biver Ans,
Please visit wamw. tperiverarts.org or call B28-682-
T215.

Lesley Ecable

Louise Grenel]
Eate Grgff is the Programs Coordimaror for the Toe River Ariz Coungl.

Fastest Land Animal
inthe Werld

By Christy Lowman
Burke County

Did you know that God created an anirnal that cam rum np
to 73mph? That is faster than the speed limit for cars on the
inferstate. This animal is known as the fastest land animal in
the world. Do yon know whar snimeal T am talking about? The
chestah! Can you imagine seeing a large yellowtan cat with black spots pass you
while yon are nding in the back seat of your parents” car? If yon were having a
race that is exactly what would happen! The chestah can reach 75 mph i about 4
seconds. However, they can only hold this top speed for a few hundred yvards.

Cheetahs live mainly in Africa and & few pans of Itan. They eat hooved amimals
like gazelle or wildebeest calves and sometimes rabbits and birds. Since they are
only really fast for a short period of tme, tming is everything when it comes o
catching their dinner. For this reason, these cats will sneak up on their prey in the
tall savannsh srass. Their long tails are very important to the cheetah The tail is
uzed fo guickly steer the cat which way it wants fo go while anning at fop speed.
Chestahs do not roar like other biz cats. They “chirp™ instead. Chirping is done
mastly when cheetshs are revmited with family members, when they ars in
imouble, or when the females are looking for a mate. They also puor, bark, and hiss.
Mo two chestahs look the same. Their spot pattern is umigoe. Tust like people’s
fingerprints are different and unique from each other.

God equipped the cheetahs with special paw pads oo the bottom of their feet
nnmngnnd:ehardgtmmiﬂvenﬂmughfmydnn‘rwearmmmey
conld not be the fastest 7 ;
snimal on land withont
their special feet! Fost
like we nmst wear the
Shoes of Peace avery-
day a5 wall as all the
other pieces of God’s
SIENOT.

Peace, is such a ! i L
meamihngmmnmnfﬁzbmﬂnugammwmhﬂ TI:E
only way you can kave it is if you give all your wormies, cares, and wants over fo
God. God is the only one who can grant us ome peace.  Oince you have experi-
enced it yon only want it more and more becanse life is nothing but chaos without
ir!

Mow, Twnll tell vou that it is hard to give all our worries and problems over to
Him! A= homan beings, we want to fix problems ourselves, we don't want to wait
for od to help us. Once you decide that you can’t handls things or ficr things
without God von will experience peace and it is the best thing ever! Go ahead and
iy it! Tell God about your wormies and problems you are facing. Ask Him o fix
them fior yon, and tmst that He will! Once you tmest Him to fix your problems yon
will feel the best feeling ever, peace!

Onir most, kind, heavenly father, T ask that you will help each one of us give all
our problems over fo you. Help us oust you whole heartedly to fix our problems,
and to take our fears and worries away. Only through you can we experience
e peace. I pray that vou will belp each child bere 1o experience it. Most of all I
thank you for the gift of peace, it is a breath of fresh air that we all peed to make it
through cur joumey here om earth. Thank vou for takmg care of ns and for loving
ns! In Jesns's name I pray AMEN.

el with your foat firted with the readiness that comes from the pacpel of peace.
Ephezians §:13 NIF

Casting alil your care upan kim; for ke careth for you. 1Peter 3.7 EJT

BBl ;

Call SHIIP Counselor in Avery County

Need help paying for
prescriptions?

Apply three ways: Online at www.socialsecurity.gov/extrahelp
Call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 (toll free)

at 828-733-8220
Mitchell County at 828-688-4811

htips. Ahationalzoo. siedwanimalsfews’
wily-ido-cheetahs-have-spots-ana-orhar-
cheetah-facis

higps./dgfenders org/cheetah/bazic-facts
hitips. Sarimals. mom, mefar-can-cheetah-
run-before-resi-2587. himl

Christy Lovraan is g Chrizitan quthor
angd illsrator that ives in the fbodhiils qf
the Blug Ridee Mountains with her fus-
and illusirating books for all ages. Some
g har short storfes are publiched wirh
Guidepasts and HCT. Christy gives all
the giory to God in everything she does. 4
portion gf evary book sold frowm the Small
Bible Character Series will be donated fo
hooks, Tike' her author pape on Facebook
aned lat hor Enow! Tou can buy her Books
i Ffips A amazan. com s rg=dn_ -
iine_zr book_I ie=UTFid&field-
author=Chrizty+ Lowmandeseanch-alias=
books diext=Christy+Lovwmandesori=rel

it *-’:' YﬂﬂﬂEj Coun t!' at 828-682-6186 Tou can reach her af ktips-/ A
FHE M sl Pl W
. ) mmmwmmw
Ilﬁi _':'j I N ':_j This pablicabcs cresded by High Coumiry Reen Agency o Aging throoga & gract From BIPP (Hedicsrs | rprsswmanin for Peisnts sne Providan Act) ‘:; E ' -
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Interruptions

By Dr. Tracy Jessup
Boiling Springs, NC

"The apostles mathered around Jesus, and told kim all that
they had done and faught He said to them, 'Come qedy fo a
deserted place all By yourselhes and rast @ while ' _dnd they
went away in the boat fo o deserted place by themzelves.
Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they
hurried there on foot from all the fowns and arrived ahead of
them. As be went ashore, he saw a greal crovwd, and ke had compassion for them,
fecauze thay wane iThe shaep without a shepherd. and ke bagan fo feach them

When they mow shoot forth, ye see and fmow of yorr own selves that summer is
mow migh ar haed. Luke 21:30

USED
APPLIANCES

many things. " — Mark 6:30-34 Emmdm:h.&bﬂfnﬂ'u}udﬂm
for all your appliance needs
Think sbout the last time you were interrupted. Perhaps vour sleep was inter- -’ﬁr*h:ﬂnﬂuhu&d“huu.

rupied when you forget to tum off your alarm on 2 Sanrdsy you didn't have o - * We repair Moniter Heaters!
work. Mayhbe a news anchor appesrad on the screen during your fverite talevi- L=

sion program and recited the words, “We intermpt this program for a special news m.T "
bulletin.” One of the most fraquent canses of intermeptions is technology as our Cash It, Don‘t Trash It! S el
caraflly planned calendsar can dissolve guickly as ome thing after another mvades 2
our schadule. Dryers

Since interruptions are a part of life, the key is leamning to handle interruptions 149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC + Stoves
gracefolly. In the book Out of Solimde: Three Meditations on the Christian Life m?ﬁﬁ.mj-[mm?ﬁﬁ.jjﬂ . ﬂ.:fl'.l:l:ﬂ.ﬂl.‘i

Henri Mouwen writes, “A few years ago 1 met an old professor at the University
of Mome Dame. Looking back on his long Life of teaching, he said with 2 fonny
wrinkle in his eyes: ‘T have always been complaining that my work was constantly
mmtermupted untl I slowly discovered that nry infermapéions were my work™.

N one was more familiar with infermaptions than Jesus, and his handling of
lifie’s interruptions with grace and compassion is nnmatched. In today's passage.
the dizriples have retmmed from their mizzion having been sent oot by Fesns, tano
by two (Mark 6:7). Mo doubt, they are excited to debrief with Jesus and tell him
about the wonderful things they have accomplished by his power and anthority.
Sensing their need for rest due to the crowds and realizing that there had been
no time even to eat, Jesus says to them, “Come away 1o a deserted place.™ (v
31). However, the crowds are not deterred by the boat ride taken by Jesus and
the disciples. They “hurried there on foot from 211 the towns and amived abesd of
them™ (v. 33). Jesus could
hawe dismizzed the crowds
plans for rest and relaxation,
bt the Bible says, “As he
went ashore. he saw 3 graat
crowd; and he had compas-
siom for them, becaase they
were like sheep without a
shepherd; and be began o
teach them many things™ (v
ELAN

Jesus® compassion for .
those who intermpt his plan takes priority over his concern for a carefully fol-
lowed calendar. Later in this same chapter, e will dismiss the crowds and go up
on A mountain to pray (ve. 45-346), but not befors being a shepherd to wandering
and desperate sheep. Charles Consar writes, “Tt may be better to read this story
not from the perspective of Jesns but from the perspective of the crowd, one of
those whose franfic and often unfocnsed life desperately seeks an answer. Jesus
sesems never put off by our infemmaptions, by our constant need of his compassion
and tesching.™

In further addressing the issue of mbermuptions, Wouwen calls this the great con-
version in our life: “to recognize and believe that the many nnexpected events are
nof just disturbing intermapaons of our projects, but the way in which God molds
our hesrts and prepares ws for his retam. .. [When we believe that patience can
maks our expectaions grow, then ‘fate’ can be converted into 8 vocation, woumds
into a call for deeper understanding. and sadness into a birthplace for joy™.

Prayer: Lord, mive us discernment to see intermpiions not 35 momenis of frus-
fration but as opportunities to be open to your hand at work.

D Tracy Jessup serves as vice presiden? for Chriztian Life and Service and
semdor minister to the Lmiversity. He iz a graduate gf Gardher-Fehb with a B4,
in Music and earned hiz M Div. degree at Samford University’s Beeson Divinity
School. He completed hiz Ph.D. af the University gf Nebraska-Lincoln. He also
feaches in the wndereraduate depariment af religiows studies and enjoys the op-
porfuniiy fo serve the local church throngh interim pasforates, pulpit suppdy, and
preachine revival services. He and kis wife, Teresa, ke hwo children, Christian
amd dnra.

Located in the North Caroling foothills, Gardner-Webb Unhersity I g private,
Chrizran, liberal arts universily that prepanes studenis fo become orifical think-
ars, gffeciive leaders and compassionate servanis i the global commumig: Em-
Phasizing a strong student-condered experience and rigorous academics, ardner-
Wb fgmites learning and service opportumiines for undergraduate and gradiuare
students. Temite your flune af Gandner- Febb.adu.
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

Aly Besolation fo Force Transparency

Rep. Jim Jordan (B-OH) and I recently bronght our resolution to the Honse fleor—ithe resohition that will compel the Deparment
of Justice o mrn over sl remaining relevant doouments owed to Conpressional investizators within 7 days. The House voted, and the
resolntion passedWe are incredibly graveful to our colleapues for their support.

Maoy of you who have been following this story are probably aware by now—ihis has been an ongoing fight o allow Congress to
do its constinstional duty of oversight. For nearly 8 months. the Department of Tustice has been given the opportunity, yet refused. to be
transparent and answer guestions about their conduct—even fsing to the level of ignoring subpoena deadlines from fudiciary Com-
miftee Chairman Bob Goodlatte and Intellizence Conumittes Chaimmian Devin Munes. If Rod Fosenstein and the Diepartment of Tastice
have nothing o hide, they certainly aren’t acting like it.

We are tired of this Deparment of Justice giving us the mnsround. It is clear they no interest in cooperating, and we are done talking.
I'm glad miy colleagues joined with us to put this to 3 vote.

I'want to thank oy colleagues for their support. One way or the other, Americans will find out what taly oconrred at their Depart-

202-225-6401 ment of Fustice on their taxpayer dime.
wwwmesdows house gov Major Supreme Court News

We have had hoze news coming out of the Supreme Court recently. As you may know, the Court npheld a pro-life organization’s First
Amendment rights and prevented government froon forcing them to advertise abortion services; they upheld the President’s constin-
tional right to protect the American people and enforce limited travel resmictions for security concemns; and they miled that public sector
employees canmot be forced to subsidize political opinions they dizsagree with throngh mmion dues, which is a textbook First Amendment
izsne. All of these rulings were sbsolutaly crifical and major victories for originalizm.

Perhaps moct critical thongh weas the news that the Court will now have another vacancy this sunvmer with the retfirement of Tustics
Anthony Kennedy. This means President Tromp now hes an opporianity to nominate yvet another originalist Tostice—one who will
mespect the mile of law and not legislate from the bench. President Tramp is expected to announce his selection next wesk.

This was a successfial week for a Supreme Conat that is hopefully retuming to respecting our founding principles of lonited govem-

NC Senate District 47

This Movember when vofers zo to the polls, they will decide on whether six proposed constitutions] amendments will be becoms
part of our Morth Caroling Constitution. Two of thoze proposed are 3 constitufional amendment to expand victims' nghts. snd a con-
stitutional amendment to protect the right to bunt and fish.

In hipartisan votes, both the Morth Carclina Senate and House passed legislation to place oo the Wovember 2018 ballot a constitu-
fiomal amendment for voters to consider that would provide better protections and safeguards to victims of crime and their famdlies A
victims® rights amendment was added to Morth Caroling's Constimiton in 1996, which gave some crime victims basic nights to partici-
pate in the justice system, but Hounse Bill 551 — Smengthemmg Victims® Rights forther advances those mights by

= Bxpanding the scope of crimes under which profections to vicims are extended.

= Bequining that victims receive effective and timely notice of all court proceedings.

= Expanding victomns® rights to those vicomized by juveniles.

= Giving victimes & greater woice in the process by allowmg them to be heard at plea, conviction sentencing, or adudication hear-

= finp an enforcement mechanism to allow 8 victim to file 3 motion with the court if they are being deprived of their rights. Ralph Hiss(@incleg net

919-733-3460

While protecting the nghts of victims, the bill makes sure that those nights do not infringe upon the rights of the accwsed. In addi-
tion fo Morth Carpling, this constiutional amendment will also be on the ballot n five other states.

Both the Morth Caroling Senate and House of Bepresentatives passed bipartizan lepislation that will let woters choose whether to
amend the Morth Carcling Constitution to safegnard cifizens’ rizht to bumt, fish. and harvest wildlife. Senate Bill 677 — Protect Right
o Humt and Fish had bipartizan support in both chambers, and voters will now consider the constitntional amendment oo the Mo-
vember 2018 ballot. Of the southeastem smtes, only Morth Caroling snd Florida have not written the right to fish, hunt, and harvest
wildlife into their constitwtions, Twenty-one other states already puarantes this nght in their constintons, sud in all states that have
placed this constimtional amendment on the ballot, vobers have approved it.

I plan o wote for thess two amendments to onr state constitution and hope yon will also. As always, please share your thoughts
with me on issnes related to state government by emailing me af ralph hise/gncles net or calling me at 219-733-3450.

-_::prgr;:& ORTH GAROUNA L

On Monday, President Tromp nominated Fudge Brett Kavansugh to replace retining fustice Anthony Eennedy on the Supreme Court. Fodze Kavanaugh, of te TnC.
Circnit Court of Appeals, deserves the serious, thoughiful consideratnon of the ULS. Senate, a5 mandated under the Constitution to give “advice and consent”™ fo the
President As the Senate prepares to do this important work, I look forward to further reviewing this highly respected nominee’s life and legal experisnces, and bowr
they've prepared him for the nation’s highest bench.

Judge Esvanagh’s credentials indicate he is prepared and ready for the task abead A zradunate of Yale College and Yale Law School, he bas clerked for several
distinmiched judges, mchiding Fostice Eenmedy. He has suthored more than 300 opinions 25 a judge on the DC. Circwit Coart and found time to teach at Harvard
Law 5chool. Fudge Esvanaugh also gives back to his comonmity. He's active in his charch and faith. coaches his danghter’s basketball team, and volunteers at local
schonls and homelsss shelters. When accepting President Trump's nomination this week  Jodze Kavansugh forased first and forsmpst on bis gratitude toward his fam-
ily, and spoke as 3 prowd father to two young girls.

et before his mame was even released, certain members of Congress and special interest groups began atacking fudge Eavanangh's record, saying be would
threaten “the destructon of the Constmiion.” Demoecrat Leader Chack Schnumer went so far as to say be “will oppose him with everything [he’s] got.™ I believe most
Amernicans are fumed off by these knee-jerk reactions, and believe the life and work experiences of a nomines deserve thoughtful and considered smdy by their elected
leaders. They want us 1o ensure that the next Suprems Count Tustice is gualified, and can be tmasted to upbold the Constingtion and our mle of law. I mtend to do jost
that as the Senafte carmes out its duty. I bope noy fellow Senators will also freat the confinnation process for our natien”s kighest court with the respect the American

people deserve and expect.

GOD BLESS AMERICA
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC House District 118

The House and Senate beld their last sessions of the legislatve Short Session on Friday, and the bodies are now adjourmed until later
this wear.

T wonld like to thank the citizens of House Dismict 118 for the opportunity to serve them. For everyone who has contacted me this
segsipn fo discuss policy and to reguest help with state govermment, themk von fior providing imvaboahle inpuot.

Legislatrs overrides Farm Act veto

The House and Senate voted this week to override Gov. Boy Cooper's veto of Senate Bill 711 — WC Farm Act of 2018,

Frivelons Loasuits apainvet farms of all sizss are putting farmers and their familiss at sk The Fanm Act simply defines very clearhy the
types of mnisance swits that may be brought against famms in Worth Carolins.

Pagple have been buying property around hog famms that were established wall before they bought the property, thea suing the famm-
ers for onisance — sometimes fom many miles away. That's just not fair. The farm was there first, and the Farm Act limits these swits to
properies that lis within one half-oule of an operation, and to within one year afier a fanm is started or a farm makes major chanzes.

Attormeys in other states, particulary in Iowa, have bronght numerons suits agamst famming operations. In Month Caroling, attomeys
are showing up at the font doors of people who have lived near farms thedr entire lives and saying, effectively, “If yon sign this piece
of paper, I"ll win you millions of dollars m court.™

We are bombarded with fake news sbout famung operatons. We are told by the media and special interest groups that farmers have
no regard for people who live neariny.

An exymple of fake news about farming operations has been the media®s and special interest proups” portravals of the recent Smith-
field Foods lawsuit. In coart, the judpe in the caze did not allow photos. A plaintiff in the case szid a hog farming operation was spray-
mp her home with manure from eight feet vy, at an serial photo of the area plainty showed the farming operation was A mile-and-s-
half away.

Thera is false information everywhere meant to build a narrative that puts money in the pockets of out-of-state atomeys. How elze
conld a farming operaticn a mile-and-a-half from a home be porrayed m cowt and in the media as being eight feet away fom 3 home?
Despite deeply emoneous and slanted characterizations of lawsnits, the Farm Act does nof affect oy pending lawsuits in any way.
The target today is bog farms. Omnce a handful of parasitic attomoeys hawve juiced that mdustry for as omch money in fivolous oo
damages as they can, chicken operations, cattle operations and others will be next.

Aprinuliure is our state’s pumber one indusory. As of 2017, dhere were 47 800
farms in our state operating oo §.1 million scres with a rotal anooal ecomnomdc
ouiput of more than 580 billion I will not stand idly by a5 attorneys @y to skim
off the backs of hardworking farmers and literally take food off of people’s
tahles.

Legsl practices seeking to win frivolous nwisance saits are playing the media
and specizl mterest groups like fiddles. The media and special mferest groups
then tom and play the people of our state like fiddles as they seek advertizing
dollars and donstions.

Reports in the media and from special interest groups are simply not tTue.
If vou want to see for yourself, I would encourage you to visit some fanning |
operations in Morth Carolina. g. Hhy

Apritpurizm is an wp-and-coming indnsory across our state, and personally ‘ J - |
witnessing the dedication of farmers to their trade may be a good excuse o visit | .; “]
q farm. = dek i 2

Morth Carolinians have a fight to participate in agricnltural activities withont Hep Rena Tiener (R —fedel]l, Rep. Beverly Boswedl (R
a pervasive, real fear that their assets will be taken by frivolous, unjustifisd — Diarg), Rep. Debra Conrad (R — Forgyth) and Tar the
Lawrsuits. People who are truly negatively impactsd by azricultural activity would Rally rdg in Raleigh on Mondagy:
still have recourse in court with the passage of Senate Bill 711.

Bdost people eat three times a day, and the food they eat does not originate af Ingles — that food is growm and barvested on a farm.
Senate Bill 711 sirikes a balance between farmers and property owners who live nearby, and, therefore, T voted to overnde the gover-
nor's vebo of the hill

The hill is mowr lawr

Legizlatare puts constitmbonal amendments on ballot

Morth Caroling woters will have an opportanity to wote oo several constimational amendments this Movember.

Constinrtional amendment bills were passed by the House and Senate by a three-fifths majority this week. In accordance with our
state constimiion, the povernor cammot veto them

= House Bill 1082 Const Amendment — Faquire Photo I to Voie

* Wonld smend the Constitation of Morth Caroling to requite that every person offering to vote n petson present photo 1T befors
voting i the manner prescribed by law

» Semate Bill 75 Const. Amd. — Max. Income Tax Fate of 7%

= Wiounld lower the maximum incomve tax rate for families and businesses allowed by the state constitaton fom 10%0 to T

= Senate Bill 814 Fudicial Vacancy Sunshine Amendrment

= Would oot change the process for regular judicial elections, tat only reforms the process for filling vacancies in the state courts
Sysiem

= Establishes a Wonpartisan Jodicial Merit Commission and local mert selection commitiees appointed by the Chief Fustice of the
Supreme Court, the Governor, and the General Asserbly

= Mone of the three branches appointing suthorities could be granted a3 majority of appoinfments to the conmyissiong

= Senate Bill 77 Protect Right to Hunt and Fizh

* Proposes & state constitufions] smendment to woters prowiding that the people of Morth Caroling have a rizght to use raditional meth-
ods to hunt fich and harvest wildlife. subject only to certam limitations promoting wildlifs conseryation and resource manazement

919-733-5732

confined on pase 34
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 46

Ac the legislative short session winds doam, the Senate turned our attention this week to looking at constitwtional amendments to be
pat on the ballot this Movember for Worth Carolina woters to consider

Senate Passes Bill to Pat Constimtional Amendment Protecting Bight to Hunt and Fish on Ballat This Fall
In a 444 vote, a bipartisan Senate passed lemislation Wednesday that will let voters choose whether to amend the MNorth Camoling Con-
sittution to safeguard citizens” right o lnmt, fish and harvest wildlife.

If Senate Bill 677 <htpswaw2 ncleg net BillLookup 201 7/5677> passes the Honse of Representatives, voters will consider the
constitutional smendment on the November 2018 ballot. Twenty-one other states already gnarantes this right in their constitutions.
Hunting and fishing are integral parts of Morth Carolina's heritage, econonry and conservation efforts. I believe that Worth Caroliniamns
deserve to have their voices beard when it comes to protectng these rzghis and I am confident woters will be eager to ensure that Morth
Carplina rernains a sponsman'’s paradizse for funme generations.

Voters Could Choose Merit System to Fill Tudicial Vacancies Between Elections Under Proposed Constitutional Amendment Sen. Warren Damel
Voters would have an opporiumity to amend Morth Caroling's Constitution this fall fo implement a non-partizan, merit-based system Warmren Damel@nclez net
to filll judicial vacancies between elections, nnder a constimtional amendment proposed Wednesday. 019-715-7823

If Senste Bill 814, the Tudicial Vacancy Sunshine Amendment <hittps:fwaw? o ler netBillLookUp201 75814 becomes law, vot-
ers will congider A constitutional amendment on the Movember 2018 ballos that wonld-

Empower the people of the state to nominate candidates to fill judicial vacancias.

Anthorize 3 non-partisan merit commission, sppointed by the Chief Fostice, the governor and the General Assembly, 1o evaluate
those nominees and rate them based on their professional qualifications and merit.

Driract the General Assembly to review the gualified nominees submitted by the nonpartisan conumission and forward ar least two
nominees to the govemor for consideration.

Provide that the governor will appoint the nominee he or she considers most qualified to serve a provisional judicial term.

B.equire the appointed judge to stand for election following the governor's appoinment in order to contimae holding the judicial of-
fice.

The adicial Vacancy Sunshine Amendrment would not change the process for regnlar udicial elections. But it wonld end the prac-
fice of patronagze judicial sppomvments liks WERAT"Ss report of former Gov. Bev Perdne's appointment of three of her employess to
judzeships on her last day in office<theps:/Sammwral com/out poing-ne -povemaor-appoints-4-new-udgzes 118280363,

Afier variows House and Senats committess spent months - incloding dozens of hours of public kearings - considering the issue of
how Morth Caroling selects its judges, it was clear to us that Worth Carolinians want to elect their judges, and that they want a frans-
parent and accountakle process for selecting judzes. The curent process of filling judicial vacancies has mo ransparency or Acconmnt-
ability whatseever, with govermors placing whomever they want on the bench. This amendment fixes that broken system and ensures
that vacancies are filled based on candidates’ gnalifications, rather than their political commections.

Senate Overrides Govemnor's Vetoes

The General Assembly this week voted to overmide Gow. Foy Cooper's politcally motivated vetoes of twno bills - Senate Bill
486=hrtps:warw.ncleg netSessions 201 T/Bills/ Senate POF 54 86v4d. pdf=, which tightens election securtty mezsures to profect against
the threat of outside inflvence and Senate Bill 75 7<htips-wwrar ncleg netSessions 201 7/Bills/Senate POF/S75 Tl pdf=, which makes
chianges to judicial districts in four coumties.

Senate Bill 428 protects the state’s eleciions from outside imterference by implementing 3 munber of security measures_ It requires
criminal record checks for election officials with access to sensitive materials and forbids any voting system nsed n an election to ba
connected fo 3 network, both of which were sngzested by the bipartisen MiC State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcemest. < hitp: /)
wWwW newsobseTver comyopinion/op-ed amicle2 01 289740 him] > Additonally, it prohibits a new party from selecting a candidate who
wias 0f 4 priomary ballot in that vesr for another party and lost.

Although we shouldn't be surprised at this point by Gov. Cooper's continwed willingness to put his persoxal political interests ower
the mterests of the citizens of our state, [ was still disappointed that ke was willing to jeopardize the security of elections in our state
by vetning Senate Bill 486, Making sure that our elections are secure, so the public can have confidence in the outcome is of the ui-
miost importance and I am happy that we were able to override his vetoes and soengthen the mtegrity of our elections.

As always, if T may be of assistance to you, please contact my Faleizh office via phone or email. Tt is 3 pleasure to serve vou in the
stafe Senate.

NC House District 86

= | MC55M Morzanton Update
SN A new second campus of the North Careling School of Science and Math (BICS550d) is being built in westem Morth Carclina.
Although located in Morganton in western Morth Carolina, and perhaps having beizhtened appeal to stadents and families from the
region, it will serve junior and senier hizgh school students from the entire state. Once the school opens in fall of 2021, each student
applving can specify his or her first and second preference z= to erther the new Morganion or older, exdsting Durbam campns. Sha-
dents accepied will be residents on campus for their last two years of high schoel  Each schoeol will operate umder the control of the
Uhnrversity of Morth Caroling Board of Governors.
The new Morganton campus is now in the planming phase with two steering commirtees whose primary focus is o actively enzage
comomnities and mdividnals from across the greater western part of the state. These committess include representatives from TTNC,
ﬁ conummity colleges and K-12 education a5 well as from state and local governments. business and industry.
' The External Engapement Steering Team is tasked with raising 535 million for a 1:3 march with a §15 million sppropriston which
Eep. Hugh Blackwell we in the legislature approved in fune. The additionsl 520 million, slong with funds approved by state voters in the statenride NC
§19-733-5805 Connect Bond issue, will zo towards building the full Morganton camipas &s laid out in the approved master plan. With fonding needs
met, the project should be completed in 2021 and a first class of 150 students admited m Augnst 2021.
Hhi Btk int ks hel A second team is Campus Operations. It kas two main charges. First is to advise oo “mafs and bolts™ issnes- such as schematic de-
siems, business procedures and school infrastmaciure, The second focns is another form of community outreach and engazement. This
mwolves nilding parmerships with businesses and indostries that may provide mtemmships or lab experiences for students. It will also
mchade promoting collaboration and campus recoenition for the new Morganton campus with other educational mstiations n our
region of the state.
Currently, things are ahead of schedule, When the cantpus is operational I am confident it will be a gprest asset. More of our best
students will access a rizorous edwcation to prepare for the “high tech™ carsers of the fiunre and withowt having to move to Dharham,
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Bless the Fantry
By Diavid Burleson
Burke Courty

The Burke United Christian Ministries (BUCH) hald
a “Bless the Pantry™ event on Sunday, June 24 to dedi-
cate the area and to show our thanks for beinz able to
expand the food panity. The Bev. Eevin Frederick =sid
the blessing and Jessica Epley shared comments from
the BUICH Board's perspective on how the larger pantry
will prowide greater services fo those who come to our mindstry. Burke United
project possible: the Burke Comnmnity Foundation, the Fostan Family Founda-
tion and the Cannon Foundation. A bmge thank vou goes to FRoofing Brothers for
the outstanding work they did.

The pantry rencvation is & perfect exsmple of what cam be accomplished when
8 comupmnity works together. BUCK continees to be blessed with wonderful
supporters and volonteers. Becsse of our commuanity’s support, BUCK has besn
ghle to meet the needs of our Burke County Meighbors in the following areas:

= A total of 48,330 mdividaals representing 22 210 howseholds received sarvices,

Soup Kitchen served 66,489 meals (Adult - §1,910, Children - 4,57, Food Pantry SMTTHWEST
distributed $09, 801 pounds of food to 19,612 individuals, Clothing Closet pro- — _l'l_.n oy
vided 4,320 mdividnals with clething vaheed at 564,226.748, Senior Samta brought 1‘["::1'» =
cheer to 192 individuals, Wood Minisoy provided loads of wood to 107 individu- COMPANY
als, Baby Bucks Ministry prowided 1,483 voung children with diapers and wipes e s L)

valued at 51,828, Volontesrs gave 42,112 hours valued at 3989 923 .00 Homeless
Assistance Provided

= Homeless Supplies - 527 Individnals received material wahsed at 58 03450

= Laumdry Vonchers - 77

= Bain Hill Shower Kits - 480

= Showers - 1,501

= Crisis Financial Assistance Provided
= Cooling - $24,185.44

= Heating - 546,400,865

= Bent - 528,534.19

= Unlities - $28 31805

= Fuel - 51 106.08

= Total - £128 63532

b A G e S ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
place to live and work. o GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
O Fume 30, BUCK held our first ever golf toumament, Chipping for Chanze, CALL: 828-682-6144

at Silver Creek Plantation. The toumament would not have been possible withot

the work of b=, Haven Worley who put this very successfinl tournament together

for BUCM. A big thank you also to Terry Ropers and his staff at Silver Creek “Serving the Community”™
Plantation for all their belp and sapport. Without our sponsors, the fournanent
could not have been the swccess it was. We are greatly appreciative of the follow- Tl‘iES fﬂ[‘ AllEIlSt 2“15
ing full spomzors:
Wendy B's, Food Lion, Chic-fil-a, Jake's Wavback Burgers, Chip Saunders, .
Pepsi, Grey & Betty Carswell, Visual Perfection, Carbon City Body Shop, Rostan « Thursday, August 9th — Boone -Thnft Stores
Foundation, Carolma Health Care, Bopes, Cromp & Browm PA, Lamy MechIahon . .
& Rob Denton, Toni Powers, Mobile Services, AT's Steak House, Small & Martin » Monday, August 13th — Johnson City - Shopping
Our half hole sponsors - Randy Morgan, Mationwide (Eelly M !
hiemer & Eﬂﬂigpm},mm Pﬂfmmnﬁh]i?ﬂmk&ﬂ&dﬂing = » Tuesday, August 21st — Michael's and AC Moore
Buﬁ;_hig thanks to our hole in one spomsors: Case Farmms Ficky Bristol, Mark « Wednesd ,Egﬂl—ml'iﬂﬁlﬂfﬂﬁ- Asheville

With the high suwmmer demand for additional food, the finds raised from the

zolf toummament will be used to meet this summer’s demands in the soup kitchen
and food paniry.

I wamt to imvite our comamunity to attend our major fimdraiser event, Picmic
on the Parkway, to be held on Samrday, August 18 at the Morganton Elks Lodge
beginning at & pm  Tickets are $50 and sponsorship opporiumities are available.
Come out and enjoy an evening of good food, mmsic and fellowrship. Great tems
will also be available in 8 silent anction. For additional informaton call us at
(B28433-8075 or email me at burmditec tor@zmail com.

Femember that our ministry is here to assist those in Burke County who need
3 hand up and we ask that you consider being part of what we do for others. Your
prayers are greatly appreciated.

Dnid Burleson is Direcior gf Burke Liited Cheistian Mimiziries

828-678-338

+ Holidays
+» Family Gatherings

Best Food
and Prices!

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC
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Mitchell County Farm Bureau
Women'’s Com mm

Cow Fattie Bingo

By Gloris Husking
Mischell Coungy
For the Last 4 vears tha Famm Burean Wornen's Commines
s awarded 2 schaolarship to 2 local soadent parswing a de-
gree in an arriculmrally related fisld This year the Wornen's
Connnities et out o fundraizs for teeir schalarships with
their 2nid amena] Cow Partie Bingo avent. The connnittes
tzamad up with Mitchell Covnsy 4-H Livestock Clab o help
thiz youch crganization alse raise fmds for their upooming lvesiock events. Cow Patty
Bingo is played by lening a cow out Moo Ao ares matked off into 2 grid Whickseyver
sgunars the first cow patme lands in is the winner of the event. Matnes sssocizied with a
mmbered sgusre were draam by Mitchell Covmty 4-H ers the moming of Cow Patty
Binze The event was held ar the Fhododandron Faestival in Bakersyille on Satarday
Jume 16th A Larze coowd sathered s the first damy calf, owned by Charloste Hubiard,
was released mop the pen After 51 nuimptes ey had thesr first winner Fshecca Smeet
recaiving 3500 in prize money The second dairy calf, onmed by Luke Sihvar was

then ralezzed and left a cow
w
9 MIN

a mumies mein the second
event. Shane Mickey was
the Iacky wanner of 500
chaming this ronnd. Evervones
muly enjoved warching the
calves mill around chewing

pafty o3 sgnare less than
-i I:I :I:::II".,';\Il

ok grass and enjoyving the
e at the Fhodedendron
Festval. Thanoks to our
rajar sponsor of this year's
event, Unimin Ensrgy Solu-
dons. Gradoude zs wall to
our other sponsors Youme's
Fiael Semvice, Fanm Burean
Insurance, and Griffichs
Mlerchandize Geners]

Siore. Special thanks o the
merairers of dee Famm Bu-
el Wimen's Comrmies,
Dfischall Connny 2-H. and
countiess volubesrs for their
hard work in puting on thiz
event. The maney razsed will
so torwvards voudy with a pas-
sion for agreoulmre in Mch-
ell Covmty and contimas o
grow agriculnral leaders

for tee fumre. Femember to
restk your calendars for next
wvear's Clow Parte Bingo, where vou just mizht be the hacky winner!

Evam Mickey, Eqigy Brown and Winner, Shane
Micka

GFlorie Huskins is Couniy Linison Licensed LR ar Maichell County Farm Bureau
and arrends Aivapass Bapiizt Churnch.

The Inspiring Word

Faith
By Paztor Tarry Cheek Th.D,
MeDowell Coumty

If wou read last mionrh®s colunm, yon will recall we
lonked at Farth specifically the definifien and § expres-
sioas of Faith If vou missed that columz, T sugzest read-
ing July and Angust togather for 3 desper look at Faith.
Thiz month I want to o your stenton to the pracocal
spplication of Faitk. [n othar words, how Faith plays out 1o your evervday life
A verse we should ail be familiar with is Hebrews 11:1-3 where we read; =1 Now
S i1 the substanee af things hapad for, the evidence of things not seem. For by
it the elders obrained a good reperr. Throwugh faith we umdersrand that the warlds
warg formed by the 1nﬂr~fﬂ_?"Gmi o thar things wiich are seen wene net mada
gf thimgs which do appear: ™ In the versas, which follow Chapter 11:1-3 we find
that many people call them the roll call of farth? Thke some fime and read them,
slowly and thoughtfully. Yon will find the tesdmony of God's people who kave
andurad mials, mitmlation, persscution, hatred. falss sccusardons ) and many other
things. Fatth could kave bt did wot protect them from the attack of Satan. Faith
did bring them through this attack, yes, they ware scarmad and battared bat they
were alse full of pratse to their Lord and
Saviar! Faith doss not place an expacts-
ton oo God for our comfort and cozi-
mass, Faith prepares us in the present for
whar God knows is conung in the future
We mast, submir and obey

Talkmg shout faith brinss nyy haart
to focus on men Iike Eljjah. God called
Elijah mwte His service a3 a prophst.

He preached the word of God as it

was 1o the King and nation of Ismasl,
Einz Abkab. our Bitle tells us did more
1o provoke God than aoy of Tirael's
previous kings, God conld bave simply
strwck down Alab and placed 2 zodly
kinz on Israel’s throwe. However, God
chose another route. He wanted o work
through Blijah. Elijah did not follow
God becansa of the power ha had been
givew. Mo, Elijab lrved and served by B
faith and God wamnted it put on display for the 1.I|.|:-:~:i mo z2e Eliiah faced biz oam
drought. Elijah depended oo ravens to faed hom. Elijah radad being thirsty for be-
ing bvmery whea be wear to the widow womsanr and her son. Elijah met everyons
of thesa stmzzles with Faith! Faith prevailed apd brought Elijak with it This same
Faith can bring vou throuzh the deepest and darkest valleys of life. Faith may not
ba cozy bt it is powearful when approached God's way,

“ou may be thinking: T am pot Elijak, I fail God. Elijzh had hes weak moments
too. Afier Elijah by faith defezted the prophets of Baal and God consuanad themn
by fire from beaven, Fezshel Ahabh’s wife songht the life of Elijah. Elijah was
frightened, ran and hid in a cave. He could not hide froan God. God called Elijah
out and azked hom what was gome aa? Elijah teld God that Tezebel bad killed
all the prophets excapt him and now he was gomeg o die. Elijzh fatlad his faith.
od zave Elijah some vary specific orders, for exsmple zo to Damascws and after

anodnfing two leaders, he was to find Elisha and begin preparing

BUREAU

INSURAMCE

" Breft Cloer
Chis Johnson
Chasity Pitman

828-765-9678

Bakersville, NC (828)688-3745

vy Esibinsmm I

L ik
ol i ||I||

him to be g prophet. God 2lso told Elijak He had seven thoussnd
prophaets like hitn io Istael. Mo matter how bad it looked, God was
always one-stap ahead of the problem and God sbways usad the
problem o reveal His strength even throusgh Elijah’s weakness
Friend that i the same role God wanis fo play throuzh our life
Yo may not live o Israel bur yvou do Iove in the presepce of evil
| and wickedness. The bom sgain Christian has been tssuad the Ar-
- | mor of God and part of this ammor 15 the sheeld of Faith; 1Ephesians
6:18 “Above all, faking the shigld of fath, wharaaith ye zhail be
1 able ro guench all the fiery daviz of the wicked. "
Itis with this armar CGod will strensthen von and prepare vou
with the courage neaded for the izsnes thar lay in front of vou It
o mav oot be a wicked govermmant. [t may be an illoess an addic-
| tion, a past orkers will not forgive I am sure there are coumtless
circuanstapces God can allow in our ves, Tust understand thes
Faith will bring you thronzgh them, When it does your testmony
for the Lord will encourage someone elsa 1o do the same. That 1=
bkow God nses us o bring glory to Himself Throush our weakness,
{ His sorength shines forik. Do not mn to a cave and try (o hide from
o Zod He knows where to find vou and He knows whe to pat in vour
life t help you along Tt may even be spineone vou have to main for
the dury. That's just God pratss Hizs name! Friends unfi] pext tme
[ pray Gods” blessing upon wour life and fanely. Remember when
S wou share Jesus you share hopa!

| Nelson, Thomas. ]"r*& Hu.‘;. Hibia, !.'_'ﬁﬂ..f.:::lw: Swu’f Ei‘bu‘-:l M-’J
(Eindie Locafions I TERT
figm.

Gat Real fute-Home-LEs

Ty Cheek iz pastar gf Cahvary Missionary Baprisi Church in
Marion NC. You can contact Terry by emntl ar termycheskd2ia

! ¥
gmail.com or by phane at (328 440-6120

www. brocnews.com
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S0 They Say You're "Judging"?
By Shawn Thouas
Burke County

Freedom Life Enterprises:

"But they said, "Stand aside. " Furth  thay said, : '
e s gl pbidpp sy d » Marion Fabric & Upholstery

‘Thir one came 171 a5 an qifen, and already be is acriing ke
ajudze; now wa will irear you worse than them. ' So thay
pressed hard against Lot and came near fo break down fhe
door " (Genesis 19:9)

The responsa of the people of Sodom to Lot whan he s Eramidam Landsaaaing
amempred to protect his Foests fiom the immorality of te reedom Jf'"-‘-*‘-":'n"-"""-’! 2
city is very revealing — and Commercial & Residential
unformuwately very ovpical of
OUT OWILL 328,

The residents of Sodom o Taoa
:aid about Lot: “already Furnishings
b= 15 acting like a judge”
Perhaps yon havs heard thes
kind of response before? 78 West Marion Busine Park

Perkaps you have uiered 17

It = so0 often tha TESpONSE of -ﬂl'lﬂﬂ' “ :B?E: - ﬂzn'ﬁﬁn'z?“n
b the worldly person to 2uy-
one who
f condronts

them
about thetr sin: they claim thar the person is “judging™! B
think about WHO 1z saying it bers: peopls who were clearly
sipring, awd whe very shartly, in fact, expenencasd the Sery
judzment of the Almvebey! In light of dus passaza:

— If comeons accuses you of “udzins”™, den't take it w

hezrt. Know that was exactly what SODOM! sz1d about a ngh-
[20US PRrsan oo,

— Dot e quucks o prall our the “you're adzms" card
vourself, last you be found responding just 25 the sinners of
Sodom did! If is self-condemning!

— And dow’t be so afraid of others saying it abouat youn, that
vou back down and staur compromising with the standards of ‘ L EARAN ' E EVE N T
the world aroand yow. You doa't have wo be a very discaming
judge to ses that it's bacoming & lor maora like Sodom every

day.

Simwn Thomas 15 Sendor Pastar af Pleasant Ridee Baprisi [ - g':;-.'_—-'.gﬂ "Jﬂﬂ';{"q_n:] ﬂ

Church i Morganron, Hiz mersages and devonionals arg " v

avaifable af wans shawnsthomar com I I‘t rﬂ d u c I I‘I g t h E A l_L N Ew

« Freedom Auto Detailing

COME TEST DRIVE !!

BUCHANAN & YOUNG “Serving WNC For
i ; Chvar 30 Toars ™
G28-632-2194

Easzt Main Streat,
g Burnavilbs, N.C_ 28714
= ‘Son dezder lor

4 complele delails
svrvacEn ooy Jiig [ mam o mhﬁucaan:dﬁmmg
o :

www.buchananyoung.com Taxx and tag extra.
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Crossword

ACROSS

1Jesus cned out in a lond voice,

"Elot, Eloi,  sabachtham?”

(Mark 15:34)

5 Esau's grandson (Gen 36:12)

10 whenI

make sport of me. (Ps 69:11)

13 they gathered twice as much

.two _ for each person (Ex

16:22)

15 the words of . Who was

among the herdmen of Tekoa

(Amos 1:1)

16 Theyleft ~ Jaakan and

camped at Hor (Num 33:32)

17 its total length wall be 25,000

cubits and its 10,000 cubuts

(Ezek 48:13)

18 this 15 the of Dawnd’s

mighty men: Jashobeam (1 Chr

11:11})

19 the was upon the earth

forty days and forty mights (Gen

7:12)

20 creatures and will

live there (Jer 50:39)

22buthe  the craving of the

wicked (Prov 10:3)

25 Tear down your father's altar to
(Judg 6:15)

27 soar like the and make your

nest among the stars (Obad 1:4)

28 Father of Sams:m,{ Judg 13:2)

32 Speak now mthe  ofthe

people (Exodus 11:2)

35 appeal, request (2 Chr 6:19)

36 there before me was a man nd-

ing  horse (13) (Zech 1:8)

38 Remember the former things,

_ of long ago (Isa 46:9)

42 to the LORD the glory doe

his name (Ps 26:8)

44 Nebuchadnezzar called the

asirologers to tell him what he had

__ (Dan 2:1-2)

46 the screech owlwall

columns (Zeph 2:14)

47 now therefore  thou some-

what the gnievous servitude (2 Chr

10:4) KIV

49 zon of man, take thee a ,

and lay it before thee (Ezek 4:1)

EIV

50 all the

him (Ps 67:7)

52 grinding him like gramn with a
(Prov 27:12)

on her

of the earth will fear

54 The body of a human being (Isa

58:11)

57 eameth wages to put it into
_ with holes (1,3) (Hag 1: 6
EIV

50The |, and the fine linen and
the hoods (Isa 3:23) KTV

61 judge fairly; defend the  of
the poor (Prov 31:9)

65 nd yourselves of all such things
as these: anger,  _ malice (Col
3:8)

66 King David had him brought
fromLo (2 5am 9:5)

68 left handed udge (Judg 3:21)
EIV

70 Which shadow of

things to come (3,1) (Col 2:17)
71 Donot  Jemsalem but wait

on sackcloth, people

for the gift my Father prom-
1sed (Acts 1:4)
72 Hagar
(Gen 16:13)
73 she answered and said umto
him | Lord (Magk 7:28)
74 Your  boundary will

be the coast of the Great Sea
(Num 34:6)

75 "Werenotall
cleansed? Where are the other
mne? (Luke 17:17)

Abram a son

DOWN

1 Both and high, rich
and poor, together (Ps. 49:2)
2 God has ascended
shouts of joy (Ps 47:3)
3 Danus the  took over the
kingdom (Dan 5:31)
4 those who practice magic
___, the idolaters and all hiars
(Rev 21:8)
6 we found out that the island
wascalled  (Acts 28:1)
TWhe = OLORD
God, and what 13 my famu
(2,1) (1 Chr 17:16)
3 15 ahve again; and was
and is found (Luke 15:32)
9 When he saw Quesn
standing m the court, he was
pleased (Est 5:2)
10 each gate made of a single
__ {Rev21:21)
11 T will walk m thy truth:
_____ my heart to fear thy
name (Ps 86:11)
12 wall merease by thousands,
__ of thousands m our
fields (Ps 144:13)
14 When the queen of
heard about the fame of Solo-
mon 10:1)
16 you rely on the law and
about your relationship to
God (Rom 2:18)
21 Joshua spared  the
prostitute, with her fammly
(Josh 6:25)
23 like the garden of Eden,
behind them, a desert
(Joel 2:3)
24 so that Imay _ to you
some spintual gift (Rom 1:11)
Jowesaledtothe  of
Crete, opposite Salmone (Acts

217

20 Enow  that wisdom

15 sweet to your soul (Prov
24:14)

30 Josiah agamst Pha-
rach  king of Egypt, (Jer
46:2)

31 Of the oaks of Bashan have
they made thimne  (Ezek
2T:6) KIV

33 The fear of the LORD
length to life (Prov 10:27)

34 To  them that were
under the law (Gal 4:3)

37 LOED shall smute Israel,
asa____ 13 shaken (1 King
14:15)

39 were bound in their coats,
their hosen, and therr

)
-

COPYRIGHT 2018

(Dan 3:21) KIV

40 Tell them ev I com-
mand you; donot  a word (Jer
26:2)

41 Go,  everythmg you

have and give to the poor (Mark
10:21)

43 you shall assign by name the
__ hei1sto carry (Num 4:32)
(NAS)

45 of Broken Walls, restorer
of Streets (Isa 38:12)

438 If ye have faith

of mustard seed (2.1) (Matt
17:200 KIV

51 for a camel to go through the

eyeofa  than for a nch man
(Matt 19:24)

53 15 there any taste m the white
ofan 7 (Job 6:6)
Mforhswrathean uwpina
moment. (Ps 2:12)

55 a fire devours before him, and
around him a tempest (P
50-3)

56 there was what looked hike

_ofglass (1,3) (Rev 4:6)

BIELEWORDGAMES COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

58 Have not I given you this
order” Be strong and (2
Sam 13:28)

539 youwill bring my
head down to the grave in sor-
row (Gen 42:38)

60 His eyes are on the ways of
men: he  their every step
(Job 34:21)

62 abbr. for the nineteenth
book of the New Testament
63 letthemalso  love

thy name be joyful m thee (Ps
S EIV

64 we have as an anchor of
the soul both  and sted-
fast (Heb 6:19)

67 the stork, any kind of
heron, the hoopoe and the
{(Deut 14:18)

69 animal house (Dan 6:19)

Splution on page 14

¥

www. brenews.com

Augost 2018 - Blue Bidge Chnstian Mews page 38



Late Kegistralion
Conlirues ﬂﬁﬂyﬁ

McDowell K Tech  Avgustiseh
commumni ity c ol l e g e gﬁi‘d’ﬁ’ﬂd’ @M"
L—i‘aﬂ.v’niﬂg for Life August 15th

Angust 2018 - Blue Fadge Chnstian News page 39



Mountain Time
On Main Street

.

* Qutdoor Rugs

* Patio Furniture

* Home & Garden Decor
* Lawn Furniture

105 West Main Street
Burnsville, NC 28714
choneycuti{@buckstove.com

8328-398-5943

Avary Couniy

Welcome to the Front Forch
By Ken and Jan Merop

I loved our expansive front porch that wrapped
aronmd one side of the bousa.

The stairway leading ap to it was wide, too,
Iike welcomung arms saving, “Coms on up aod
st awhile.”

Crurs was a quiet bleck vet had encugh activity
to visit with naighbers or just bask m the serene
SETINE.

Ac T zor inmo my teen wears and want ous to school fumenens, wy o slwavs
warned me abous not leaving mysalf vulnerable.

“Have your keys i your hand. You doa't want to be Sombling m the dark look-
ing for vouo kev”

She would slwayvs b up and waitng for me. Sonetmes leaves or dict ching
to my shoes and I'd bear ber say, “Wips your faet ™ just as [ had already dragged
some mess into the honse. But Twas home and safe. We could deal with messes
later.

Have vou ever thought of God's grace like that foor porch? When [ was re-
cently rarmindad to consider that, my clildhood bome came o mind.

Spintually speaking, that front porchk depicts God's grace. Ths wide stirway
beckons us to come and just be. His zift of grace (or undeserved faver) s ke an
opew, spacions porch that is wrapping around the howse like grant anms to envelop
and protect.

O this spintoal porch, T'ooowt of the elements. Hersisaplace I can'teamn ..
it"s a gift from our boly God whe made himself known to us by his advent at
Christmas. His grace is not ealy welooming, if is saving. Somehow, we Enow we
can't just bask in the grace offered, we nmst recaive it and, it's available throuzh
that froat door. But, we don’t have the key.

Feferring to being ouwr Shepberd, JTesus said in Jolw 10:9. WETW “T am the door
Jfamvone envars by Mg he will be zaved, and will go in and our and find pasiure,

By zrace and through his sacrfice at Calvary, Jesus became our door o salva-
non and etemal] life. Char faith in bim 1= the key that unlocks the door

Ard even though we may oack in some dire from past habits, fears or immam-
rity, the Holy Spirit within us acts a3 a cleansing agent, aver teaching and soid-
ing...just like parents who balped clest up messes [ might have mackadin

The calendar page kas mreed to Augnst and summer is geting ready to pass the
baton to summan. A new season full of potendal sed front porch zrace awaits. As
v step up oo the Door, have the key of St in vour kand. Selab

THE DR
A soifd deer forbidding enmance? That depends.
'y rngged simrdiness kesps mirnders onr
and fomilies safe irside.
But thoze who Rold a key i their hands

gain entrancs with ease.

Onr faich 35 that key shat unlocks salvafsn s door.

Jesns knocks at the door of our heares. Will we lef Him in?

“Behold, I srand ai the door and mack.
If amyone hears My voice and opens the door,
T will come in fo him and dire with Fim, ard Re with Me.
Revelaron 3 30, NEJT”

Een and Jan f;hwmr'd:hg in the mountaing af Avery Couniy i:'i'-:?J-!llf":i AW ﬁ.'q:lg.'.
i pauseandeonsidermat, Jowrmaying with Jaw; and Een's phofos ar kenmeroppho-
feErapk).com.
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About Gale
Bw Beth Davis
Mirchall Coung

For ower 20 years, (Gale was the vicom of unspeak-
zhle abuse brv her parmer
Almest immiediztely be tzolared ber Som evervone.

Hsa was charming atf first, but all the while he was
zrooming ber to “be his. ™ She soon realized that he
was possessive, dominesring, controlling. . not to
mention mentally and phvsically abuasiee.

Early in their relationshep, the first abuse was ata
boafire. He was ready to leave, bur he was drunk, and Gale wonlde't give hitn the
car keys. He punched ber in the face, knocked her to the zrouvnd, and wrestled the
Eevs from her Afierwards, kis father told kim: Boy, you've suoe gof ons now!

Drom't get me wrong: Gale was oo shonking vielet who just “took . She
fought back, but when she did, there was hell. bell bell to pay. The abuse was
EVEN WOTSE.

Mot too Long afterwards, e shoved her down the hall 30 hard that ber arm went
throngh the window, which resulted in stitches m thres places.__all becanze he
was in 2 foul mood. Gale led to the bospital, telling them she fripped over her
daoz Let mue explain be nsed dueats apamst ber belovad. loval dog, Sparkplus, to
manipulate and conmol her

Croce, they were at a family Thavksgiving dinnerretanen. She was surmoundad
by his family when be came from the kitchen walked swaight o her . in font
of everyene. . and slapped her :0 hard that ber face snappad o the side, and she
heard a [ond pop in her neck. Gsale asked ks aunt to please drive her bome. The
ewfire side of her face was brused. . which was kighlizhred brv his hand print.
Since then she’s been hard of bearing in that 2ar and has bad cugeing neck prob-
lems

Apotber gruesoane time. Gala was 1o lae conung bome fromm work for his
Iiking. He beat ber with 3 Mag Flashlight whichk buasted ber eyebrow open. When
she finally wrestlad the fashlisht from hom he shoved her through the window.
The glas: outher lag in mwo places deep enowsh to acmally ses thes hons. He
wouldn't lat her zo to the hospital or seek medical mraampent, and he calloushy
told her be dida't care if she bled to death. All she conld do was elevate har leg,
pour pereccide oo her wounds, and wrap her knes in todlet paper, then put duct
fap= around ber knes to pull these ber deep gashes back togethear. She snll kas the
SCArS

Fast forward 1o a camping tip to Pisgab Matowal Forast. He thought they could
miake 3 new start in the mountains, and thinzs between them wonld b nmch bet-
rer. Ha guickly reverted o his typical sbusive self; he nomediarely forbads her
1o make fends, let alone even falk o other camipers. She endured this for nearly
thres months . cooking on 3 dirt fire pit, washing clothes in a creek, and living in
2w old smzll tent. He gatherad old, almest rottan frdt from 2 duwpster behind 2
srocery store for food. He was too lazy to get 2 job. They filled jugs of water from
fancats m the public resmoams.

Having grown tred of the camping life, he wanted to go back bome.... BUT!
They had no money for gas. He forced ber o call ker elderly mother for gas mou-
ev. Money m hand, be told Gale he planned to kill bher, cur her up m litle pleces,
then throw ker over the ridze. He told ker nobody would care, pobody would even
look for ker His plan was to drive ber car almost home, then dicch it somewhere,
and tell everyone she lef him in the momntains.

Then he oied to kill her with a stesl pipe, spliring ber eye open. Gale ran
aronwd the car, oying 1o avoid his wrath. Jast by happenstapce, a Park Fanger
drove up and wimessed him broalizing ber with the steel pipe. Upon Gale’s state-
ment plas the Fanger’s svewimess her abuser was prompily amested aod tzken
to jail in Ashevilla, That was the very last time Gale and har faithfol companion
sparkplaz, had swy form of contacr with ker monstar,

Thapkfully, becanse this happsped oo Federal Land he was septanced and
served § years in 3 Federal Penitentizry. Ciberaise, had it happeaed somewhare
elzg, because of INC State law, be would have maybs beea locked up for maybe 20
days - maximan.

Having nowhere to go, Gale and Sparkplug mads their way 1o Mirckell Covmry
SafaPlace. . .ooe of the only four sheliers in Worth Carplina o accept pets.

Wears larer, Gale found bherself o yet another abusiva simaton while mying
o halp ber dangheer. As things worssped and became vebearable, Gale reachked
ot 1o Aszzociae Director and Advocste Exfraordinsire, Tracy Black. Gale had to
snezl text messages to Tracy, lest they find ot

Below iz an excerpt of somea of her desperate texts, aod bow SafePlace and
Tracy got her to safeny:

Crale: Hev Tracy, Se glad you sll love & care about me. I ;i really zlons &
hopelass now. ['m very solated & in nead of help. [ can't often use this phons,
even tho it is nune ... They are going to the beach this coming wkend. I'm gonna
v to call or wrte to £l you dn Please Tracy, you are the oalyv onea [ f2el [ can
mast or tarm to .. D oy to keep this phone if I can. Please let me call you They
can't koow I'to ellng yon anyihivg. Il pav dearly if they know I'm oving to gat
help. I"ll call you

Tracv: Write me ar PO Box 544 Sprace Fine MO 28777, OF course I sdll love
vl Time and distance doesw't change that!!? Call me anvome!

Grale: PS T Love wou taa

Tracv: You lat me know what you nesd fo do zud I' oy to make ot happsn’

Crale: I've cred & kot sooo woch thinking of how wwech you & everyons there
helpad me. And bow 1 just laft & feal T let you sl down. I'm crying vow, Tracy,
T'mn so soory & I lowve all of ¥7all. You wera closer to me than my own fanulby &
it loarts me 30 mech when [ think of how I lat vou down. Please forgive me. ['ve
ragretted leaving so very mmch. Spruce Pine was boone 1o me mors than snywhers
I've ever been. I've besn abused now in ways I dida't realize conld kappen. I

lost my sobriety, miy license & my car I really gave up on life for awhile. I did
pav my fines & have 4 years sobmeiy again. ['m in & simeation now, A desperate
one. I'm really afraid too. I can text vou now, they aren’t bere. I've been slapped,
pushed, & forced into & lot of crap in the last
2 to 3 yrs. Av dasvsheer has a man firend
He's a control frezk. a hateful one. Hares me
when I take up for her I'm clean & sober Mo
probanon vow. Bur they nse dmes, cocaine,
pills, whatever. He has frends and family in
lzw anforcement here. They have the same
probaton officer. They're all cght clese. He
Zais away with a lot. 5o does she, He saysif I
call the law out here on him bke'll say I pushed
himi & stole fromn hito, Hence [ g2t locked up.
Mobedy hete to set bail for me, He wants to
zat fd of me and mke over this wajler. She
sides with himn. He supplias her habit Wy
haart has been shaterad by v damzhrer She
does whar he says. Seals from mes, abuzes

me 2z does he T've mied everviling She's on
the lesse agresment. He's her guast. Legally  Gale and her deloved Sparkpiug
there’s pothing I can do. He's done so ronch to 11 appier fmas.

nuin me mentally physically and finapcially. I

pav all the bills & ger all the pane. [ stay o my room fo keep from arguing They
mied o move me o the shed outside 2 months ago. I have no dghs bere without a
fight. I can’t even keep my food in the kitchen

Tracy: Stop your crving there's mme for thar later. Bizht now we nead to fizure
out what to do next. Do you want to come home?

Crale: T have pever felt so vnloved. T by want to leave here. Before I really get
hurt bad.

Crale: Thank vou Tracy: Thank vou so mach Ive got oo watt o] this weakend
while they are gone If they find ot their moeal & honse mokets ars leaving there
will b= 2 fight. [ have to find a E "y e
way to Faveneville too. 30 miles
away fromn here. I'm coming
honme tho, 1f [ have to walk. As
least I'll be with those I Love &
love me. I da love you.

Tracy- You let me know what
dav you want to leave there and
T'll have a ficket watting for von
at the bus station. Love von foa
honey!

Grale: Tracy, Can you ger ms
2 bus dcket for tomormon out of
Fayettaville? [ would be ever so gratefnl & T will not let you domm ever again
Lova, (Gals

Tracy: I'll zo into the office in a bit and see what I can deo, I'IL text you back
around 11, Okav?

Crale: Alrighr, see if evervone is soll mad with me too if yon can, I'lL do all I
can to make irug to them I'm oady sormy for the wroog I've done. I'IL be walting
for vour answer Thaok you my fhepd.

Tracy: Mo one is mad at wow, just worrisd,

Grale: I'm soory amvway.

Tracy: Your ricket i purchased. You leave Fayarteville on Sunday at 12-4% and
gat o Asheville ar 830, Pick up rcket at sfation in vour pamie. password is spark-
plaz. Love yon!

Tracy: Shoot me a texs when vou get oo the buas. Call me when 1t's safe 1o do
so!

Gale; OK T will. Tust confirmed oy ride 1o the staton.

Tracy: I zm unable 1o mesr the bus this evening. I have booked and paid for a
rooa for youn anthe Momrainesr Inn on Tvnpee] B, Teke a cab ar the bus stadon
and the motel will pav the ill, I've already paid for it Comnte and I will be there
to pick vou up ar 4PM. Your room is covered unl then

The wondsrful folks zt Mountainear Inn in Ashsville put Gale n 8 room nght
baside their office. Fealizing Gals would be umery, the office manager stockad
har room with froie. Tracy ardared Pizza Hut delivery for her, and the manager
coverad the Pizza . and never charged ws for it

The long road to & happy ending -

When Gale got to our shelter, she weighed 07 libs., was gamt, pale, aod both
waunatzed and relieved Afer several weeks of recovery and mumuring care and
encourazement by our advocates, Gale was fually ready to branch out. She found
an adeorable apariment within walking distance of everviking. We found ber a sew-
ing machine &t our thrift store so she could use her seamstress falents and make a
lirtle money. She’s gained weight, har face has filled out and Snally has her color
back......awd she's anxious w0 share her story m hopes of giving others bope. And,
tha’s g regular fixmre at SafaPlace. All in all, Gale's finally in a good place . and
that’s a good thme!

Sparkpiug, @ penile grant.

Batiy Dvrviz 1z the Resaurce Development Coordingtor af Mitchell County Sqfe-
Place. She can be reached af 828-765-4015 or bethbdmissagmail com

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:

* Numbness or burning in feet or hands
* Sharp electnic like pains

* Pan on walking

* Difficult sleeping due to pain

* Pnclding or tingling in feet or hands

* Balance problems

You may have MNeuropathy.
Pharmaceutical treatment for

neuropathy has not proven to
be effective in the long term.
Our office has had excellent
results in the reduction and
elmnation of symptoms by
using a multi therapeutic
approach mcluding low level
lager therapy, spane care and
nutriion.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE
IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.

CRUZ

Life Center
Burnsville, HIC
(B28) 682-615T
(B00) TT2-T955

cruzlifecenter.com

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

“Since (982"

A (aring Partnerat Home

When Florence was unable te live indzpendently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-cloch caregiver. When
her medical needs became toe much fer one person te handle,
the compassionate team at CarePartners Hespice ensured
that beth Flerence and Marcy’s physical, social and spiritual
needs were being met.

( éamPaﬂnem

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
MCDOWELL

Exceptional Care. Every Day.

(6828) 659-T068
carepartners.org

el

The Courts of Life We Will Face
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mutchell Coumnty

We hear so nmach about our coure systems today. The
courts through out all the land are making decisions
about people, their actions, their words, and the deals
that they make. There are thres courts of life which all
will fare. There is the Court of Public Opinion, all of us
have an opinion. There is the Court of Conscience, we
all hawe a conscience. And lastly the Court of God, and
we will all stand before God ope day. So, none of these
judements should be taken lightly. The Bible says in 1 Corinthizns 4:1-5 1 Lera
man so acconnt af uz, ax gf the minisiers of Christ, and steward: of the myzteries
gftod. 2 Moreover if i requined i stewards, that a man be found futhful 3 But
wiith ma it i5 @ very small thing that T should be judzed of vou, or of man's jude-
ment: yea, I judes wot mine own self 4 For I know nothing by rpself, yvet am I
not herely juztified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord 5 Therefore judpe nothing
before the fime, witil the Lovd come, who Both will being fo light the kidden thingz
qf darfmess, and will make manifes? the counsels gf the hearts: and then shall
avery mam have praise qf God.

The court of public opinion assembles daily n every dity in the world. Some-
times they take up in the restaurant, street corner, telephone, barber shop, or
beauty shop. There people will discuss us, judge us, condemn us or maybe even
acquit ws, This
iz 8 judrment

-

Wext is the
Court of conscience, this court never takes 3 recess, except perhaps when von and
I are asleep. It is always in seession. It condemng ws, acquits ns contmually for cur
actons. A litile boy asked his father “What 5 a conscience™ The father answeared,
“T domt know, bt when the phone rings, yon pick it up.” A conscience is an emer-
gency call from God, we best not neglect it

Lastly there is the conrnt of God This is the supreme court of life. What God
thinks of us is substantially more important than what others fhink of us or even
what we think about curselves. His judgement will be final and without emor.
Understand Christ is gathering material for His final judgement now. We nnst
seek His favor and approval sbove all else_ It is His opmion of us that will mater
etemally.
Words of Wisdom:
* Tudpement coomes from experience, and experience comes from bad jodzement.
Simon Bolivar
= You can't judge an allnam by 8 single song; it's like judzing a book by only read-
ing a single chapier Trewvor Fabin
= I know of oo way of judging the firture but by the past.  Pamick Henry
= Pepple in grief need someone to walk with them without judging them.,  Gail
Sheehy
Something to Think About: Why I Never Go to Church

I pever zo to church " boasted 3 wandering member "Perhaps yon have noficed
that ?

"Ves, [ have noticed that " =aid the pastor.

"Well, the reasom I don't 2o is becanse there are so mamy hypocrites there "
"Oh, don't lat that keep vou away,™ replied the pastor with 3 smils. "Thers's
abways room for one more "

Steve Williams & the Pastor gf Berry Chape! Bapsist Church in Spruce Pine.

A New Video
Series Answering
The Ouestinns
All Homeowners

Want Answered

§28-Ih5-4042
yiilesanplumbing.com.

o

Frigday Morninge af §00AM
o an Fasvbook Live

www. brenews. com
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Marlene’s

Plr.aﬁc'&wp Laughing S0 | Can Wurn,r'
By Marlene Houk
Burke County

Icy. Packed ice. Cpatng the gorge section of the
mterstate for miles. We crept along in the warm van,
5ix miles an honr. For 3 hours. The five of us spread out
over the ten-passenger van that had began the six-hour
journey 5o happily in the sumshine of Rentucky. Mow,
we crept along, cocooned companions on the bleak De-
cember day with oy msband and son in the little Escort
m fromt of us.

My Southern bones protested af this dsnger MMy DA had not 3 molecule of
grappling with icy roads and keeping a cool demeanor. The farthest north I had
ever traveled was to Philadelphia,. PA in the heat of sununer T conldn’t even claim
an experiise with dangercus winter roads within 5 generations. But, here [ was, on
the snail mail of 3 major Interstate with lots of other cars who had the bright ides
of waveling on this bitterly cold gray day. Pear-incamate gripped noy mind and I
lomged for the sweltering bumid Southemn heat and the glare of brilliant midday
sunshine. My voice was frozen, and I conld only utter monosyllables to any ques-
tiens or Temarks.

Felentless gizgles from my daughter and torelve-year-pld zreat-niece and
an occasional chmckle by the driver, my niece, finally roused me from my oy
attiude. Absolnte silence reipned from the farthest back seat from oy thirfesn-
vear-old preat nephew. I was baffled. Could they not see the reacherons scena?
Were they mmune to the dozens of silent cars resting in the swowny ditches and
souggled next to the gnard rails? Did they not nnderstand the incredible dilemma
before us? Why weren't they on their kness praying?

And, vet, they sang mernly, composing goofy lyrics and bubbling with laughter
at their silliness, My daughier and great-niece have enjoved yvears of this close
relaticnship, and today was po different. They did mot hesitate to revel in each
other’s company, inventing all sorts of reasons 1o smicker af their own skills and
jest with the dover who incited them to meore guffaws. Evenmally their words
penetraed my mumbpess, and I actually smiled at first. As they continwed, my
chortles joined theirs in 3 cheery chomes of crazy antcs.

Finally, we made it to the end of the
ice and packed smow. What bepan as
absohite terror for me, ended with the
sugEestion fo create tee-shirts with “T
survived the gorge on Decembear 31,
20007 and Iyrics to their new songs.

That was four years ago, and T sall
remember my giggles. Even though the winter day was clonded with ominons
fear, I eventeally enjoyved nry daughter, niece, and great-niece’s absurdities. They
totally ipnored the ghastly weather and, instead. totally mmersed themselves in
the frivolity witkin their cozy van. My mece skillfully drove. The Lord blessed,
and we emerged from the porge, ready to confiome our Conversatnons in the sun-
shine.

Fesus says in John 14:37 Peace I leave with von, my peace I give wnto you: nod
az the worid grveth, give T unfo you. Lat mot your heart be iroubled, waither lat it
be qikaid.

I think abont that scene when I can’t contrel my world, when it seems 3 slip-
pery shope, and when monsters shink arpumd the commers of my mind. And I
occasionally break and mon from their sbsuard controel over my mind. [ take the key
of peace, unlock my priscn cell of worry, and man into the sweet amms of Jesus,
enjoving His security and love. I need to do that more ofien

O yes, of course, not forgetting my great-nephew. He was in the land of video
games, totally oblivious o the ouiside world which he couldn’t control in the
least Houm . That reminds me of Fobhn 14:4 which says, “Ler not your hearr ba
troubled: ye balieve in Crod, believe also in me ™ Could I, like niv sreat-nephen,
practice total oblivien fo the world's sway? Could I be so immersed in the Scrip-
fures that I am umaware of the world’s stomms or at lezst umaffected by thern? What
a powerful thonzht!
Mariens Houk is a repular contributor fo Blue Ridee Chriztian News. Her passion
i fo delve deeply inte the trufhs gf Bible women and fo discuss those in Bible
Srudier called Backstaze Pas: fo Bibie Women. She and her hushand dizcover joy,
nurture, and challenge i their church. Her comtact 15 marienehoukiabellsouth. et

Dealing Effectively with Addictions

By Schell MoCall, PATH Execntive Director
Mizchall amd Fancgy Courmifies

Arthe July 10th meeting of the Micchell Vancey Substance
Abuace Task Force at the Manry Phillips Center in Sprace
Pine mermbers were reated to 2 special presentation by
D Michae] Wewherry, BT, Dir. Newherry s 3 practcing
in the area of addictions. Amang several msights wese his
contention that addictions st be treated a5 diseases that in-
dividuals develop, rather than as choices that they mske. Hahmgm;revaradﬂrum
diseases, especially with mental health imterventions is critical He pointed ouf that,
since at least P06 of addicted individuals relapse, detoxdfication mnst be considered a
farst step, followed by other immediate reatmments.

The Task Force was congramlated by Elizabeth Flemming. Propram Digector of the
Famral Bain Manazement and Snbstance Use Disorders Indfistive of MAHBEC [BJoun-
tain Area Health Education Center) as being a mods] for other commmmities with
sovermment lesders Law enforcement, aducation, health professionsls. comnmmity
cifizens tsiness peoplde. and faith conumumity representatives.

The Mitchell Yancey Substance Almse Task Force is a program of Parmers Alisned
Toward Health. To leam more, support our work, or get mvodved as a vohmieer,
contact PATH staff ar (828) 682-7300, mfodipatiramc.arg, or www pathws.org ‘pro-
eramsprevention. Follow the efforts of the MY SATF at waw facebook comBditch-
el YanceySubstance AbuseTaskFoore.

Jessica Farley, Health EduratorHealth Promotion, Toe Fiver Health
Diistrict and Clair of the MY Substance Abuse Task Force.

Mary Chusile hMedServe Fellowship Program Member serving with the
Claire hellott, MAHEC Fural Wordss Inferm

Dx Michael Newherry, BMAHEC Psychistrict

Schell MoCall, PATH Executive Director

Schell MoCail is Program Aszociaie for Tancey County 4-H.

Sudoku

Solurion on page 14
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£ hiatePoim Miedia

* Hazardous Tree
Removal

= View Clearing

* Pruning

= Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* RBucket Triuck Service

Certied Arborst+Inured + Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Retaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113

warw brenews.com
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Lees-McEae Summer Theatre
By Nina Mastandres
Avery Coungy

Vibrant and full of thviban, Lees-RicFae Smnmer
Theame's In The Heights wraps up 2018 season stampg
Julyw 31

BAMNMNER.ELE MW.C. — Enjov the epergetic Latin
rhythm and colorful storiss of love, roubles, and living

in the “leights" in the final show of the Less-2cFaa
Sumnmer Theatra season, In The Heighrs,

Written by Hamdlion composar, Lin-Manuwe! Miranda, In The Heighis spaps
thres generations of nmsic representing the inhabitants of Washington Heights,
Mew York. Following a dreamy, the people share mernories of home, 211 in love,
wiorry abour the chanzes in the peizhborhood. sed davce to Latn mwusic from their
covmiries, mixad with the rhythms of the strests.

In The Heizhts will parfonn in Hayves Anditorium and Brovhill Theams Falv 31,
Amgnzt 2, and Angastd at Tpom and Angase 1, 3 4 apd S a2 pm

Winner of the 2008 Tonys for Bast Mustcal Best Orchesmation, and Best Scara,
this showy mot only tells 2o sngagzing stary, bue al=o “offers 2 unigue look ko
Lafin conummities m Wew Work,™ said Director Tanet Bamon Spesr.

Before choosing the lvenp for this vear’s Sununer Thestre, Spesr visited the
coanmnitnes in Washingron Heights,

“[climbed the steps out of the 175 5t station o an explesicn of color™
szid “The languags, the
mmists, the bodegas with teir
frut and Sower displays, the
piragua carts and the spray-
painted noarals all dapced
and hanmomized within a few
blocks™

Speer said Summer Thaamrs
has “worked diligewtly to
coane & close 25 possibla
o that coler throazh sats,
coshumes, props, and Lame-
American actors and mnsi-
cians.”

For those who visited
Haves Anditoriumn and Broy-
hill Theaoe earlier this supomer for performances of The Wiz, some may potice
paralle] thames.

“Like The Wiz, In The Haights ends with a song showt horne ™ Spesr axplained.
“Diarathy looks for irbanism and excitement, whereas the characters of In The
Hatghts look for oppormunity and safery. Both nonsicals show ws the important
Jjomumey and identifias us—be jourmey to setsfying definition of home ™

Individns] show tickets range in price, per person, fome 535—3 for aduls, @
51320 for stodents spd’or children In The Hedghis is ramed 2G-13

Tickets can be purckased online ar lmo edn/sanmerthestre, by mail regquest and
at the boox office.

Box office bours are Tuesdays through Fridays from 10 2.m noal 3 pomn.

Pleaze check onlipe for show day hours. For group sales, call the box office ar
228 B0E. 2705,

HNestled in the Bluwe Pidze Mountains of wastem Worth Caroling, T ess-AIcHae
Collage iz a private, four-year college offering diverse baccalaureats dagress,
smwang athlen:s programs and ourstanding facnley. Filald-specific caresr preparation
awd hawds-on leaming anhance the broad core curriculun. For more mformation,
p]ease wisit E‘H."F."I'.‘III:!.‘. adu or call 328 E0E, 5241

S =z

she

-!I.'r..a-'-i rommes . in In The Heights

Ning Mastavidroa is the content manager q.l".[m Jniiﬁ.i'?.ﬂe College

| Tell Yourself the Truth

By Rick and Cindy Mercer
Burke Covngy

Wark was conducnog a zenes of Bible senu-
nars in 540 Pauls, Brazl when he met a wornan
nammed -’mua. 1:'.-]1:: be-]JE'l.'e:l her lifs was w oriklass.

axmremely depressed

O her rvenry-third birthday she decidad o
tzkea kar own life. Before ending it all, she wrote
letters to ker family and ber close fHends, and sha
aven wrote 3 lemer o God.

Miraculoasly, af the very ome she was writing
thesa letters, the telephone rang. The person calling bad dialed a wrons munber,
bur ke immediataly sensed Anna’s diswess. He began to gently encourage her and
present her with hope. Then he invitad her to sorne evangalistic meetings that
Mark was bolding close by her home. Anna came desirmg 2 new Iife and longing
1o be healed from her brokenness. She came longmg for the pain and kot withim
fo g0 away.

Anna sat spallbound as
Wlark talked abouat hosw,
in Christ, wa'ra valuable;
in Christ we're loved: in
Chrstwe're accepted; In
Christ we can be made
whols. Anna confronted
har selfalk. She con-
froned the lies swirling
zround in ber head  She
accepted the ruth thar
in Christ's ayes she was
valuakle The lie that had
imprisoned ber noraveled.

As Mark shared the
story about Anna, ke said, “The truth, of course, was obvious epough. But it had
to sink m. The Holy Spint impressed bher with reality, God made that impressicn
real o her mind, and His light shooe m ber beart.” This was the beginning of
haaling for Anna,

Hera is the thoughr that changed ker thinking: “He [Christ] made vs accepted in
the Beloved” (Eph. 1:6). Ifwe are accepred, we are not rejecred. If the Father ac-
cepts me throngh Tesus, then [ can accept noyzalf  When we accept Jesus by faith
we reside m Hizs nghtsousness. The Father accepts us a3 He does His oo Son
All of Christ's good works and His rdzhreons living are credited to our account
“Tharg iz thergfbre no condemmation fo those wito are in Christ Jerns ™ (Fom. 8:1)

Wark contimzed to remind Anna 25 he does many othars that the Father will not
condema His own Son. Through Christ we are a5 maly accepied by the Father as
ifwe ware His own Son. He welcomes ns. He embraces us. He reassares us. He
accepts us He loves us. Efernal life is ours! Heaven is our home,

Through Christ our fomars is bright. He accepts us. 50 we can accept ourselves
now and throazh all etamicy. If He valnes us that mch, we can value curselves
now and throuzh all etemice. If He values us that much we can valus oursalves,
When negatve self-talk fioods your muind tell vourself the muth. You are acceptad
znd valeed by God! In the end that's whar really matters.

Fick Mercer iz the pastor of the Marganion Sevenif-day Adhvenriss Church ar
2157 Jomesiown Road, Worsanion. Thay can be reached ai §70-520-35492 or
cimerceraidsner. Check out www. morgantonsda.org. Their passion io fe share
rha love af Jesus with all who will lizten.

Lakemew Mercantlle & Gardens

J & 4 Generation Owners * 35 Years Experience * New Merchandise

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

765-9133

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

« Garden Supplies
» Seed

* Annuals

* Perennials
« Shrubs
Soils
Fertilizer
Pottery & Containers
Hanging Baskets

Find us on
Faceboolk
for Specials

www. brenews.com
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One Focus

By Allen Buchanan
Mitchell Coumgy

The first time I mer Elizzheth (Libby) Shoer, Geddes of the
smime trio Coe Foous, was m Tune 1979, Sha was the first
b child of Greg and Suszan Shrier Susan ts niy sisterin -
law. Laterin 1982 Libdy was the Sower ol io ooy wedding. |
AIvwife and [ don't have children and like many of you, we
claim those of our siblings ar close fends. Sioce then [ve
oo closa oo Libbey as thongh she s moy owm danghter

A e went by Libly 2ot two new sisters, wdentical twins Valerie and Vapessa plas

™
3 s
AR Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge %

a brother, Phillip, When the twins txned 4, their mother bezan teacking them three- Antiques Vintage Items Books Clothing
part harmonry, It rarely took them more than 3 weeks 10 leam a sopz. These youms ' '
N ey e el el i sonich it e 5 a6 iedt Ao Electronics Furniture Tools Jewelry Art

gl was released m 1993 “DAVETAR

The mirls chose this name based oo 2 Peter 119 B have ale @ more sumg word
af propiecy, whergunto ve do well that ve fake beed, az unte q ekt s shineth in a CIESEd on Sund dy & Mon I:IEI!IF
dark place, unil the dgy doan, and e day stae arise In your hearis. i i

After simgirg at various charches in MD, DE and NC, Libby, Valarie and Vinessa Open Tuesday thru Friday $:00-4:30
=0t f1e oppOrTEnY 1 sing ar the Nationsl Quartet _ Saturday 9:00-12:30
Coovention m Doudsville, K Diaystar sang as &
group uwil they wens o colleze

It was in collzge dust Likby met Boan Ged-
des. He and his sister. Chrystal also sang togedwsr
i the 20°s for fouar years, deey were kpown as
SCATTEDY TO SEFVE”. They also relezsed on &
self-tted albmn.

Today, Brizn Geddes, his wife Libbey and his
srzter, Chrystal Dioarell are bast knowmn as “ONE
FOCUTEY, This group bas been sinzing togethar
for eighieen vesrs and they, alons with their famd-
L=z se=k 1o hooor and glonify el Savior, Jesus
vzl mnzsic. Their pmsic stvle is thiat of prajse and worship contenporary, althouzh
thev have coverad a wide rapze of gemre's [ the last elghieen yesrs, Through every

25% off for Senior Citizens on Wednesdays
25% off for all Veterans every day

BOGO on all Books and Clothing on Fridays

Shop ~ Donate ~ Volunteer

For more information call:

oppornaoity that tey zre ziven 0 sing, Owe Foous has 3 cental goal, and st is deat 828_688_6400
the name of Jesns will be uplbified. Their desire is to s2e the Spinr move M bears in

every sarvice and their praver is that the Dord will nse thern to further His kingdom. If ) =

vou would like to hear 3 sample of One Foous' nmsic, vou can find them on YouTibe Hosplee and Lalllative
and iTunes, as well a5 reach them an their Facebook page. If vou prafer fo speak to Lane o B HRue W1, o

them by phone, please call (E64) 457-2218. s ok L

iﬂm .:E::!:'Fi-amri i nﬁﬁ]‘émﬂ Eﬁr.'_.'?m" Hr}'}ﬁ'r. 4-1.'&'11 ﬂ?‘l'i'i‘]:;I;E. EI'..:'ar-C;w';";' Eh;rpr..ﬂ-'
CREFCR

e —

0 Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove,

Buck Stove would ]ike to invite you to stop’i;_!r},aurmmﬁufﬂturing facility.
Wheﬂte:yuuarah your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure

to have &umel:'hing at you will love. Our outdoor living store has _

weather proot polywood turniture, customizable fire pits, and our B8
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and

styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal &
work. Dur address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com
- Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777 '
828-7T65-6144
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Tiny Microchip Now
In The Ear: Available!

Now You See It... Now You Don’t!

e One of the smallest custom
hearing aids ever made

» 48 channel digital signal processing

* Digital engineering allows 1,000’
of custom settings

e Controlled by state-of-the-art
software

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Spaces are limited! Call TODAY for your FREE hearing test and RISK FREE trial.

NOW THRU AUGUST 31

Chad Parker, BC-HIS Marian Schneider Wendy Watson, BC-HIS

“ MATDIWAL BCAE0 TTE Hamlr‘glmﬂ‘unarrtﬂpa-:imm MATIANL LDARD MR
CESTIRCANION M R NG (CERTMOATON 6 i BARSSL
I TFAENT SOEMEY AR BB
MORGANTOMN
347 Banid Dr.
828-202-7057
LENOIR BURNSVILLE - MARION
320 Morganton Bivd, 8w 369 Weet LIS HWY 19E 70 M. Main 81, Sults 102
828-668-5003 828-548-3569 828-237-1973

One More Thing

Some parts of the evaluation include the use of a familiar voice, so if vou are married please bring your spouse with you.

Call us today to confirm your appointment time!

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

/Iy, Miracle-Ear

The Miracle-Ear Advantage:

] |
i I
1 I
I I
l :

o, 1 1 t
e 100% S.?hsfadinn Guarantee : Z fo r $995 !
* 3-Year Limited Warranty™ : :
o FREE Litatime Sarvite ' Receive 2 Audiotone Pro CIC Hearing Aids |
i I
i i
| I

at $995 for a limited time only.

“valid at participating Miracke-Far ocators.
ok valid om peevicus purchases. Feples 22118

 Over 70 Years in Business
o Over 1,400 Locations Nationwide

We Work With Most Insurance Plans

14 i aen ol complelnety satheied, the aids may be retumed in satisfactory conditinn within 30 days fora full sefund. Fileg fee may apply. *=kat salid on Aadionces™
[Prome Code BRCN-0B1E|

wanw brenews. com Aungust 2018 - Blue Eidge Chnshan Mews page 46



PruittHealth Home Health

would like to take the
!_ o opportunity to serve you
e P 'tt in your time of need! We

rui _ -

strive to provide the best
quality services for your
home health needs.

Avery County:

(828) 733-1550 Our services include:

» skilled nursing

 physical, occupational
and speech therapies

» medical social work

* home health aides

Mitchell County:
(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:
(828) 682-7825

We serve Avery, Mitchell,
Yancey and surrounding
counties.

Pruitthealth.com
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Discover a Better Way of Lite!

delonging, support,
and reassurance. ..

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Considering a move to Senior
; Means YOU are Living or Assisted Living?
]lV]Ilg at your best! Looking for a temporary stay?
Or, do you have questions
about different semor living

and care options?

Take advantage of all Mars Hill Retirement
Community has to offer- beautiful views of the
Blue Ridge Mountains along with easy access to
lectures, sporting events, and a host of cultural ~ Let’s talk about it. Call us at

oppestiitics 4t Macs Hil Usirvernfy 2l 4 828.689.7970

way of life that is focused on your needs and
desires ... all right here in Mars Hill.
o é\
- 2

www.MarsHillRetire.com * 170 South Main Street, Mars Hill NC 28754
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