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My Testimony- Haley Johnson
By Kiesa Eay

“Remember how the LORD your God led yvou all the way in
the wildarness thare forgy vears, to humble and fest you
ordar to brow what was in your heart, whether or nof you
would beep iz commands. ™ Deuterononmy 3:2 (IV)

Haley Jolnson has besn humiled and put to the test
She feels that the Lord has led her from the wildermess of
substance abuse and somow, throush her darkest howrs of sim
and despair into a new beginning. snd she’s pledged ber Life to following Him and

ing others.

“1 thank od I have no desire for drugs and alcohol o this day,” Haley said.
“Mo amount of clothes, or welevision, or men or money, or drugs could 11 duat
hole in my heart. I needed God.™

Haley does presentations for commmmnity groups now, w0 that others can leam
from her struggles and pain sorength from faith in the Lord When she spoke at
First Baptist Church in Bumsville this September, Sheriff Gary Banks infroduced
ber and praised her for ber recovery. He encouraged others to fransform suffering
the wav Haley does.

“y forward,” he said. “Be there. Be that person for someone else in need.”

Haley's parents and family have been there to help her, every step of the way.

“1 had no excuse, to tum out the way I did " she sxid. “Addiction is no respecter
of persons. It will take hold of anyone. I get emvotional when I think abont the pain
I put others through.”

She kept her sddiction hidden from her parents, and split het life info o
sepments. Proverbs 14:12 says, “There iz @ way that appears to be right, but in
the end it leads to death, ' and Haley had lesped dowm the wrong path. She kept
going to church on Sunday, and managsd o keep a cheerful countenance in front
of her family for 3 while, but a3 her addiction grew, she found she conldn®t keep
up the pretenze.

“T mied to fill the (God-sized hole in my hife with drinking men and drugs,” she
said. “T felt that emptiness, that loneliness.™

She connected with 2 boyinend who had drug abuse issues, and his addiction
fed her own. As he began to swirl deeper and deeper into IV dmg use, she decided
to poin hitn rather than lose him.

“1 wanted w experience what he loved more than be loved me,” she said. “T
became umrecognizable o myself”

When she found out she was presnant, she panicked, becsse she knewr that
she could not hide npmach longer. The Lord transformed her panic into the first hing
that she wounld find His poarer. Ag she prayved for the health of her baby, becoming
presnant became a steppingstone 1o reclaiming her life and identity. With sipnifi-
cant family and coumseling support, she cwt back on her alcohol and drug use,
determined o protect the little child prowing inside her

“T cared atouwt my baby more than [ cared about myself,” she said. “While I
was pregnant, [ felt like I didn't have any fiends. Mobody wants to hang out with
the pregnant girl. I managed fo stay sober for my baby, but after she was bom, I
slid back ™

She zot prescribed paim pills after childbirth, due to medical troukles. She also

Celebrate Your Recovery
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ot an appetite suppressant from a weight loss clinic. Those two legal remedies
for very real needs opened the door for ber addiction to re-ignite.

“Before long, I ended up hitting rock bottom and going back to all ooy old
habits, ™ Haley said

She popped pills, took IV drugs, and starred freaking out even in front of her
family. Mo commbination of dmgs and alcohol seemed to make ber feel any better
for very long.

“Spme people believe that life’s hardships lead to abusing drags, but I believe
that it's & lack of spirimal connecton o God,” Halev said.

Omne day, she couldn’t stand it any longer. She got on ber knees and begged the
Lord to lift her up from her sufferimg. She falt guided to check mio a detox nnit
for seven days, and then went into rehab for 28 days.

“I wisit these pamfil memaories to let vou know I give God the glory for who I
am today, and I am so thankfiol o kave escaped that living hell ™ she said.

It has been fifieen months since Haley, 3 Bumsville native, bezan this joumey
of recovery at Willow Bidge in Johnson City, Tennesses. After rehab, she attended
mesfings every day.

“I kad tried 50 many times to be sober on my own power,” she said. “T needed
to find my farth m God.™

Haley's congregation st South Estatoe Baptist Charch prayed for ber while she
went through her years of stuggle. hembers sent letters of encouragement o
her while she was in rehab, and she felt the constant support of 2 commanity that
wanted her to feel whole again. Her family kept her in prayer.

“If you stop doing dregs but von don®t knear owy to take that recovery journey,
vou're set up to fail " Haley szid. “Tt is not your fanily's job to get you sober It is
your job. Ezekiel 3628 says, Twill ghnae you a mew heart and put a new spirit in
o, Iwill remove from pou your heart af sfone and give you a heart gf fezh. " God
Julfillad that promize in my Ijfe, and D work every day te align my will to Hiz will
Jor my I

Mow, Haley leads a women's group at the charch. She still kas tonzh times, but
she has beaten back the addiction and restored her faith in God.

“Today, I feel my feslings * Haley said “I feel pain  smedety, and fear T'm lm-
man. Sioppng drugs doesn’t mean stopping all the froubles in life. Mow, though, 1
don’t tumn to drgs. Tran o Fesns Christ as fast as T cam and pray moyself to sleep ™

Haley has found power in her faith  5he began readimg her Bible and sdying
every day. It took eight monthes and 23 days, for her to read the Bibls from cover
to cover. She had been haptized as 3 child, but after rehab, she ot haptized agam.
“Therefore if amyone is in Christ, the new crestion has come: The old kas gone,
the new is here!” IT Corinthizns 5:17

“I went down in that water one person, and came up 35 2 new creation,” she
said. “Dly entfire life I felt like I was a Christian, but knowing Jesus and feeling the
power of the Holy Spirt mow I know that oot to be tae. Upon receiving the Holy
Spirit last summer and the sanctification of God Holy Word, He has st me apart.
Thera’s nothing special about me aside from my obedience. God can use anyone
who is willing to sacrfice. If T can do it, you can do it, oo™

Eresa Eay, a playwright whe s in Faztern North Caroling, can be reached af
Eesakagy.com. For fokeis fo her play about Rebecca Boone, contact the Orchard
ar www aitapasserchard com, 828 7435 9331, or Whire Horze Black Meumtain, at
www whitehorzeblackmouniain.com, 518 669 G814
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CELEBRATE THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS AT THE COVE.

CHRISTMAS AT THE COVE Decembear 7 | Femando Crksga WOMEN'S CHRISTMAS
Movember 28 | Annle Moses Band  December 2 | aaron shust LUNCHECHN

Novemnber 30; Decemb=r 1 | SIsters  December 13 & 14 | Fhilllps, Cralg & Dean | Decembsr 8 1 Carcl Davis
Decamibzer 6 | Travis Cottrall Decembear 17 | Chares Ep|||||'l';|‘§-|;.':|'

For more information on these or cther Cove programs—including free” seminars “Your light
with leading Eible teachers—vizit TheZove org or call 828-771-4500, (*Material has comeal”

—ERALEH 5], PRIy

food, and lodging fees apply)
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES The Bridge (4) FURNITURE Miller Insurance Group (24)  REALTONS
Jomathan's Used Appliamces (%) West Burmrville Bapist (4) Back Steve (45) Mitchell Co. Farm Buresu (36)  Whitsen Realty (19)
L&B Funiture (46) Mation Wide / Trent (31)
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers CHEROPRALTIC Peoples Furnsture (35) Premier Inswrance (13) RERAEILITATION/MURSING
Buchanan Toung (37) Cruz Chirapractic (14) faathwest Trading (40) Theive Insurance (21 Brian Center (§)
Jobn Greese Charyshr (7) Craig Fowell (7)
(A GUN SMITHIN' MULCH
AUTOMOBILES - Tires Jamin Miller (13) Pappr's (29) Mellure Construction (17) RESTAURANTS
Sprace Pioe Tire (1) Abeles Resturant (41)
DENTIST HEALTH CARE HURSERY Bantam Chef (12)
BAKKING Sentt Murphy (13) Carolina Heme Care (34) Lakeview Gardea (44) Bubba's Good Eaty (35)
Carclina Farm Credit [21) Prait Heath Care {47) BT's (17)
EMPLOYMENT PHARMACY Westarn Sizzlin (5)
BUILDIRG SUPPLY Rean Meantain Ministrie (B) HEARING ANDE The Prescription Pad (20)
Summit Builing Supply (12) Miradi Ear (26) e
EVENTS PLUMBING/HEATING Grassy Creek Clthing (1)
(CHURCHES Billy Graham (2) HOSPICE Burleson Plombing Beating (3%)  Mountain Time (1)
Altapass Baptist (4) Freadsm Life (22) Hospice and Pallative Care of the
Bear Creek Baptist (4) Jason Project (44) Blee Ridge, lnc (11) POLITICAL THRIFT STORE
Berry Chapel Baptist (4) Mayland Foundation (5) Hospice of Rutherfordton (1) Branden Pittman (10) Hospice and Pallative Care of the
Barkemont Bagtist (4) Mitchell Co. Extension (21) Hospice of Yancey (25) David Whesler (30) Biue Ridge, Inc (45)
Faith Fellowship (1) Morganton Parks Rec (34) Gary Banks {43)
First Adwent Christian (4) Valdse Tourism (39) HOUSING Jeif Harding (46) TRANSPORTATION
First Baptist Spruce Pine ({) Yancey Semior Center (10} Clayton (20} Jash Dubsen (18) Mitchell Transit ()
Grasey Creek Baptist (1) Kathy Young (31) Yancey Tramit ()
Great Hope Tth day Adventirt (4)  FARM SUPPLIES HUNTING SUPPLY Ralgh Hise (48)
Morgantea Seventh day Adventist (§)  Grilith's General Store (27) Copper Trading (1) Yern Graninstalf (19) TREE SERVICE
Pine Branch Baptist () Ray's Tree Service (33)
Plumtree Presbyterian (4) FOSTER CARE INSURANCE PROPANE
Sprace Pine United Methodist (4)  Mitchell Co. Fester (25) Eben Insurasce (34) Amerigas (19)
St. Ludan Cathelic (4) Fertner Insuramce (6)
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Church Directory

: T The Bridge Church Berry Chapel

T B of WNC Baptist Church

i i 207 Avenus - mpwﬂ

i 0t Spruce Pine, NC 28777 n.-?m' Tr:mm?"n

i L waw biridgewnc. org werw. bemychapelbapiist.com

: d = RMWCORR. < IDNE-R: Thisry Aty Pastor - Steve Williams

) an ¥ & Sunday Service 10:30AM Sunday Schoal B:45 AM

b o T ¥ £ Wadnesday Sanvice 7:00PM Worship Servica 11:00 AM

i e R i Church Office M-+ Sunday Evening Care Meal/

iy 4 b 9:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM

e | i o Mo of T Couty hin sebost” Eve

& Lt ..._:i | % ::::ﬂ “':""u' plee wh'm"“h plby Servica T:00 PM

- =P : i ranslanm ow communty st Whare Everybody is

e M Lt | nation and word) {Se John 17.21) And Jesus Chris is Lor|

I-J.‘ I_'_"l F_‘II

Morganton Faith Fellowship Church
= ‘ i Seventh-day Champ Ray R
£l i Adventist Church Mcavile, NC 28755
e I i e 2187 Jamesatown Road {H.HH:TE‘E?H
ki b Morganitor, NC i
I f l BT B2B-584-8212 Menorg
b4 : it wivw: ffceradio.ong
4 ! i Pastor Rick Mercer
K J ol Pastor: David Gillespie
- i Sabbath (Saturday)
o o Bibla Study - 8:30 am ﬁ-l.l'l'lilﬂ'ﬁﬂl:ﬂ'lmm
¥ & Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Service - 10:45 am
I g Vegetarian Buffet after church Wednessay Bible Sy - 7-00pm
i e Wadnasday “Tha sisps of 5 good men e
3 Pralza, Prayer & Proclaim - ordared by tha Lond:

7.00 pm And ha dedighiath in his way”

www.morgantonsda org Psalm 3723
A SN S Heat West Burnsville Burkemont
3631 Altapass Hwy u Baptist Church Baptist Church
Bpruce Pine, NG 783 Old NC 228 Hwy
BEBTEE-0GH0 Pina, NG 237 Waset Burnsville Church B4, 4868 Burkemont Rd.
abta pansbaptistchurch@ccvn com| TES-4520 Bumayille. NC 28714 Morganton, NG 286855

worw.slinpesshaptistahurch.org wrw. prassyareskbe.org (828)-682-3000 B2B-437-2357

Sunday Schoal - 1000am Sunday School 10:00am please visit

Worship -H:n-l.-u homing Warship 11:00am P WO YRR My waww burkemontbaptist.org

= Thhwn Sunday evening B:30pm Sunday Schook: 2:45 a.m,

1t & Sre il Wadnasday: Moming Service: 11:00 a.m, Dr. Luke A. Lane
o & fih Bunday E‘l"""ml : mﬂ Me) 7.00pm Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. 8:30am - Early Worship
st e o Wadnesday Service 6:30 - 3 orshi
Wednosday -?. Mid-weak worahip 7-00pm e P 8:45am - Sunday School
- “Thad Milchey County Gortling God fweugh knowing, growing,aoing, 11:00am - Worship
Bibsle Balleving Church™ may know Christ® to buskd the church end impact the werld 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek fﬁ"ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church bl Baptist Church
el 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church EI Church Road
R26-TE5-E014 Bakersville, NC 26705 2907d US Hwy T0E Spruca Pina, NC 28777
WK LTSS Church, www bearcreskbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor Ryan Bridges ; wiana pinabranch st.nat
pastonficlumireschurch com Reverend Bruce Cannon i i
Pastor Barry ofney
s etk Emd;y E$;:|1nd “ﬁ ;rm Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Li¥fe Cimup Tismasimy- Thumdiy ewsnings, T-00pn Wiorsh rvica 10: Sabbath (Saturday) .

Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Bible Study-10:00am Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
PR My O [ e Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Waorship - 11:30am Warship Service « 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mmn ummmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
] et you i go Bfad b il —ivad el . mr Pmr-

--mm.mgnmm "For God so loved the world, he Mﬁlﬂm - T-00pm A Bible-belleving Fellowship
ik iy ey gave his enly Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
S P First Advent
) First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United

Et.ulﬁ.::t:lcn'tllun Spruce Pine Mﬁmﬂ  Church Christian Church
cath rch . 20 South MNE 28868

695 Summit Strest 125 Tappan Street Sprute Pine, NC 28777 264378200

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 FHINRY T I T W, SprUcepineume. ong iy STE—
Phone (828) 765-2224 wwwe sprucepinafbe.com spumc3fballsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
. gpibe blogenol. com B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂmr Javiar
Man
Dr. Branch Pasior Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Sunday Mass 8:00 am u:ﬁqw Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Faith Formation Sunday School - 10:00am Bunday Worship 11 200 AR
E “:ﬂﬂﬂl Wiod: Youth Maal 53098 -
6:00 pm Schoal - B45 am % pada, A .
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- m:uﬂmﬂm“ ks Adult Bitds Stu BAOPM
-D0pm mission of Spruce Chailr 16PN
d: 'A‘m pm Epum:‘;-wmm Sat. Band Practics 4:30P8
[ ] w‘u
m‘%‘ Ens'm : n;:-ml-umuu' i and wmﬁ“;;qm

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Christian Action League

The Floods Have Lifted

Up Their Voice
By Dr. Mark Creech

While the winds of Humcane Florence howled and
the torrents of ram fell, I kappened upon Psalm 03:3-4
in my daily reading of Scopire,

"' The floods have jfted up, & Lord,
The floods have [jfed up thetr voice,
The floods Bt up their wanves.

The Lond on high iz mightier

Them the note gf Mamy Waters,
Than the mighty waves gf the zeq. ™

The aftermath of Florence is extraordinany, Thirty-thres have died Mearhy 3000000
peopte ame stll without power, bat teat’s down from 1.4 million. The Cape Fear
Fiveris =t to crest at §2 feet There are 1,100 state roads that remain chosed be-
cause of the Hooding. Eizhteen counties have major federal disaster declarstions,
and still, others are expected to follow. There are 73 states of emerpency stll active.
Sevenry-seven shelters remain open with sbout 10,000 people. COver 5,500 pizs and
3.4 million chickens have been lost o the Sped warers. Four bog lagoons have been
compromised while 13 are overflowing and 55 are close to spilling over Crops of
peanuts, oofton, and tobacoo have been lpst. In some cities, thounsands and thowsands
of gallons of wastevrater have spilled into variows tibutares, soeams and rvers,
Damaprss have been estimated at aroumd $17 billion. North Carolina’s Govemor, Roy
Cooper, wams that 14 major mvers are at flood stage and that even though the stoom
has passed, it's far from over.

“Tha fioods have [ifted up, O Lond,
The floods have ijfted up their voice;
The fioods It up thetr waves,

Indeed, the flood waters are lified up, way up! But, adds the Psalmist, “The Lord
on high is mightier than the nodse of mawy waters, than the mighty waves of the sea.”

It was by his mizhty power that the Lord, afier the grear universal deluge of
HNiosh's day, conmemded the waters to o back to their places. Tt was the Lord who
rebuked the Fed Sea, and i became dry land It vras the Lord who effortlesshy drove
back the waters of the Fordan for the Israslites to pass through and with eqoal ease
cam do the same agam.

What we have witnessed renninds ns that afier our many achievements, after
our incradible
advances i tech-
noboay, medicine,
fransportation,
COnUTMiCation,
and other boman
endesvors, we an
still merely mipr-
tals subject to the
basest of earth’s
elements. We are
excesdingly small
and vulnerable in
creation’s scheme. &

Governor Cooper was right when he recently told the news media. “We'll get
tfhrough this. Morth Carolinians are a resilient people.”

Meverntheless, let us guard against this becoming an oocasion for pride. It is the
Lord, and the Lord alone, who “is mightier than tee noise of many waters, than the
mighty wawves of the sea” The monsmous whirhwind ounghi to teach us omility and
lead us to acknowledre that not only is he soversizn over the lash of the shorm. the
rush of the prodigions nvers, the inmencse waves thet roar, bot that be should also be
SOVErsign over our heants,

In his commentary on Psalm 93 in “The Treasury of David,” Charles Spurgeca
said that o sin, our reballion, our wmaillingness o submit to Christ's Lordship is
also much hike a trempest. He eloguently wrote:

“The ungodly are all foam and fory, noise and bhester, duning their litle bour, and
then tee fide fums, or the storm is bushed, and we bear no meore of them: while the
Kingdom of the eternal sbides in the srandeur of its power.”

Pastor Browning Ware once said, “OCur worst ciroumstances miay be God's best op-
pormumity oo bring new meaning to gur lves.” God can literally and figuratvely calm
the storm and Hood waters of life, if we will look 1o him in faith.

We may pass throngh the storm safely. The sum comes owt agan and eventaally
we My recower everything kost i the nyricane. But, if we miss the oppormnity the
stormn gives for seeing the hand of God and experiencing his grace and mercy, failing
o recognize his right to benevolently mle over us, we will suffer a loss on the Day
of Tudsment which can never be recovered, even e loss of our owm soals. Matural
dizasters are only for a sesson. Death beyond desth. out-off from God foreser by the
trezcherous waters of bis wrath, is diszstrous beyond compare.

Ifyou will listen carefially, you can hear “the floods have lifted up their voice.™
There may be many messzges in their smmd. One messare, however, is dominant
The woices from the wind and water msmact:

“Viou desperately need God. He reizgns over evervihing. All power in heawven and
earth belonzs to him. Therefore, humble yoursalf before him. Tum away from your
sine. Balieve with your whole heart i Christ and follow the Lord. Christ vall calm
the moubled waters of your spirit, deliver you from the Evil One's tempéations when
they come in like a flood, and command the waters of affliction pot o cverwhelm
yo in thi lifs or the mighty winds of his jestice to blow vou away like chaff in te
next.”

TBTATE OF EMERGENCY. 4,000+ HOMES DESTROYED wedetlcbild

What: This FREE event hosts trick-or-treating in o safe and
friendly environment for kids of oll ages!

When: Cctober 25 from 5.7 pm

Where: Mayland Community College Mitchell Campus,
Spruce Pine

Free Activities: Trick-or-trecting, games, cosiume confest,
pelice car, fire truck, and ambulance tours, and themed tables!

Children must be occompanied by on adult ot all times.
Event will be held roin or shine.

Visit MCC's Event Calendar at www,muﬂund-adu
or MCC’s Facebook page for details.

ank ';E':-u
MAYLAND  coienti, ™ ‘o B
e ponsor :

Raverend Dr. Mark Creech &1 Execuine Director gf the NC Chrisfian dction
League. Tou may contact him af rev.markcrecchigchrizianactionleague. org or
RIe-FET-0600

TR WESTRRI SIZZLIN

«ROTERISTI POR REIRT A BRRAR TALTR -
« ERTTH 70 BR “TLANSTIST B0 LOOX IN THE JURNRS .
+ LEQEDARY POR A BOLD AMD DELIDIONS PLATER «

South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Ping Shopping Canter

828.765.9151

www. brenews.com
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State of the Child Conference
Ev Bmce Cannon
Mirchell Couniy

A very informative Conference, Mitchell County s State
Of The Child Conference 2018, will be held at Bear Creck
Bapaist Cinrch, 327 Bear Creek Church Fipad, Bakersville
on Samrday, October 27t The purpose of tis event is o
allow everyone who attends to zet a very explicit, in-depth
pichure of what the children and youth are desling with in
hfirchell Couniy.

Presenters inchnde the Board of Education, Health De-
parment, Social Services, Sheniff's Deparmment, hayland College, hMichell County
Fecovery Minmismies and the Youth and Children’s hinisiry of Bear Creek Bapdist
Chnorch

Topics which will be presented nchade:
| -Substance Abuss: How to recosnize it and steps to take when suspectime it

-Internet and Social Media Safedy: How to protect your famdby.

-Local Fanz Activify: Is it here in MMirchell? How to recognize it and whar to do
shiout it

-Fecommizing the signs of sbuse and neglect of children.

-Substance sbuse; the effect on the foster care population of Mitchell Coumty.

-Sexmally ransmitted nfections and diseases with a concentration on Hepatits C.

-What Celebrate Becovery is. Whe it is for How can it help in the recovery
process?

-Pre—college programs, high school equivalencies, and college degrees offered at

-Tartion free colleps credit wiile m high schoel
-Chriztian Families and Youth Mintstry in Generation “Z7.

“Committed to Excellence Since 1919" This conference will provide valushle information to everyone who attends.
Every parent, srandparent, school teacher, Sumdey school teacher, and daycare
% FORTNER needs o attend
™ et oy There will be thres bregkout sessions during the conference providing for as
omich information zathering as possible.
Pirw Hewiond Please mark this date on your calendar and plan to attend. The Conference begins
aaRE-4121 RN at &:30m with coffes. The scrusl Confarence begins at ©-00sm snd will conchude
Bomaville Bannat Bk with a free lonch atnoon. Tn additon, tere will be a resource fair providing oppor-
(BaRp2-2147 (Ler i T tumity to get handouts and other free goodies.
weerw lptinetinnAans e com ﬁ Looking forward to sesing you thera!
Rav. Bruce Cannon currently rerves as the Senior Pastor off Bear Creek Baptist
LIFE = HOME = Cak « BUSINESS JHM'QW.FS Eﬂamw;f minmuﬁmmi:dwhrwﬁnﬂmr qur“';.ﬂr::mg‘ﬁr.- tﬁlﬁ
INSURANCE vemrion af North Carolina,

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth transition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Michelle Plummer @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

* Orthopedic Rehab Program * Physical Therapy In-House
* We accept Medicare / Medicaid * Occupational Therapy In-House
[ Managed Care Ins. * Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
* VA Contract 7 Days a Week
* Respiratory Therapy In-House * Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
» Speech Therapy * Call us for Reservation Program

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC Phone: (828) 765-7312
5

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Ragan Park Fax: (828) 765-729
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Hospice of Yancey County

Time to Change

By Jacob Willis
Tancey Cowunty

Changze is difficult for us all, maybs that is why
Grod gives us four seasoms. When fall begins we are
reminded that things change. “To everyting there is
a searon, d fme far evary purpese under heaven. ” —

Ecclesizstes 3:1 (METW)
We are alzo reminded that fall is a time of karvest.

The mme when hard work pays off In lifs we go
throngh seasons of plenty and seasons of dronght fall
retminds us not to becomne weary in well doing. “Let us not become waary in
daing wall, for af the proper time we will reap a karvest [Fwe do not give up. ™ —
(ralatians &9, Sometimes the road seems long and hard, but fall reminds us of the
fmath sbhout ronhble.

Trouble is alwavs rempered by tme. If vou are going trough a seasom of
fronkle now, rest assured it won't last forever. Trouble comes and goes just like
the seasons of life. Trouble isn't penmanent. Trouble is passing. just as we ara
passing from the long hot days of summer to the cpol fall momings. God sends
relief and rescues ws out of our ronble, the moment his purpose is accomplished.

When in a season of trouble we shonldn't mistake the process for the purpose.
Sometimes we zet lost n our pain and grief. We are submergad in our feelings
and we forpet the character of God. W are reminded of the words of the song
“How Firm a Foundation™,

"When throngh fery trials Sy patineay shall lie,
My grace, all-zyfficiens, shall be thy sugply.
The flame shaill nat hurt thee, T only design

iy dross fo consume, and fhy gold fo rgfine.™

God's purpose is not o cmsh us completely, God deesn't canse evil, nor
rouile, but be does use it as a ol for a purpose. When that purpose is completed
then he brings deliverance. He is on time every time. It may seem that the pain
will newer stop, but be assured God has His hand on the thenmpstat and His eye
on the temperatmre. “Thergfore be patient, beethnen, untl the coming of the Lord.
See kow the fiarmar waits for the preciows fruft of the earth, waiting patientiy for
it umtil o mecetves the early and lafter ram.” —Tomes 5.7, God will send what wa
need when we nead it.

Trouble is the greatest teacher. In times of oouble we leam the most and we
change the most God demonstrates his atrbuates plainly during tmes of mouble.
God's faithfniness, loving kindness, zentleness, meekness, and ahmighty power
are on display during woubled tmes. God’s puorpose in allowing wouble in our
liwes is to change us, and to belp us change our world. Trouble teaches ns pa-
nence and the power of halplessness.

Finally, it is important oo remember we are just passing throngh. We will not
be in wouble forever. We are walking through the valley of the shadow of death
We will make it to the other side. Ewerything changes, except (God’s pressnce.
Yea thongh I walk throush the valley of the shadow of death, T will fesr no evil:
for thoun art with me. (God is with us through every season of life. He will never
leave us or forsake us. People, cirocumstances, and things change constantly, but
Grod mever changes. His love for you hasn't changed and His mercy is reneared
morning by moming. So waich the leaves change and remember, weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the moming.

Jacob Willis is an erdained pastor and Bereavemyent Coordinator for Yancey
County Hospice. Tou may contact him af facolwiihospiceafiance).org.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY hHD DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRIL 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community ™

» Friday, October 5th — Erwin Apple Festival

» Tuesday, October 9th- Khol's & Lunch at Cheddars
» Thursday, October 18th- Clarence’s for Brunch

» Thursday, October 25th - Asheville Mall

NEW 20HE Ram 2508 Crew Cab
4X4 Tradesman

6.4 Lifer HEMI \WV-B Engine, Autcmatic

MEW 28 Ram 2500 Crew Cab
o | irmitieal
LOADED! &7 Lier Cumimins Turbo Diessl
Enging, Aulomaiic Transmission, Ao Level
[Rear Alr Suspenslon, Sunrol, Leather

NEW 2H5 Ram 1500 Rebel
Crew Cab 4X4
5.7 Lier HEM, 8.4" Touchsoresn,
Pamoramic Sunmal, Healed SealsiSieerng
Whesl, Apple Car Piay, Android Aulo._

JDHN GREENE

W Jeep Ymam

e —

MORGANTON, NC

|-40 Exit 100 « 310 Jamestown Rd. « Morganton, MC 28655
www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337

Airpori Transporiaiion

~A_ >

Ashewville Sa45_ 00
Charlotte S&5.00
Call for details 828-537-16320

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Then saith he e fiiv divciples, The harvest traly is plenieons, bt fre labonr-
ary are few; Matthew 9:37

wanw brenews. com
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High Country Prison Ministry

What time | am afraid [ will trust
in thee. (Fsalm 56:3)

By Jody Griffin

Mirchell and Avery Counfies

“It's one thing to be scared. But it's apother thing al-
together to be scared and have no clee that God s with
you” {spoken by a staff member a5 Humicane Florence
was coming ashore &t the coast)

The anxiety felt by so many of us in recent days has
left it mark. Beforehand there were the questons. ..
“What damage will result from a major hurricane being
described as a storm of the centory? How many Inves
will be lost, how poach property destroved, how many families facing suffering™

The snswers to these qnestions are becoming more evident as each day passes.
Hurmicane Florence has tmly been a source of concem for almast all Carolinians,
from the Morth and the South’

The news coverage regarding the storm brings a dark clound over the mearcer-
ated too. Many sit wondering if their parents, spouses, children and grandchildren
are safe. For some the wait is ahmost excmaciating. Like a young man whose fam-
ily lives in a coastal city who showed up at my door. His wife, his parents and his
grandmother live in the area and he had seen on the news that the town where they
liwe was underwarer. He longed to hear that they were safe and that they knew he
was also.

And like the staff member who expressed concem and asked for prayver that the
rising river levels would spare their family from severe damage to their home The
coumsal each of these (and several others!) beard from their chaplain was mkeep—
ing with the words of this verse.

Beingz afraid or scared (“skee-
red’) is mot 4 sin. It isn't always
3 lack of faith or a sizn of
spiritzal weakness. Being afraid
is A normal part of the human
process. It is given to us to keep
us alert, wary of the potential for
disaster Fear is mot always our
enpnyy. There are times, like the
ones referenced above, whera
fear is the very motivation that
compals us o shandon our st i our own devices and instesd calls us to mast
Gad.

Yo may wonder how I can be so bold in the face of the obvious catasirophe of
lost lives and homes as have been experienced in this stomm and many others. I do
not mean to be msensitive. Jost as David leamed to tust God's provision and pro-
tection in the face of his oom losses (both personal and corporate) so we foo nanst
leam to st God the same. It's the kind of faith that savs the soldier, “T zo into
battle believing that God is with me. Enowing this, then no marter the owtcome of
thiz battle I mmst my God o ultimately bring victory in this war.™

Trost me wihemn T tell yon that duis is 3 lof easier said than done. And tmst me 25
wall when T tell yon that the faith and trust that produces such poaerfil words as
the ones above are the only true way to mndergo wizls becanse we don't have to be
strong enongh or brave enough or faithful ensugh. We simphy need to mast God.
Afraid?

Trast. God.

Thank you so mwuch for praying and giving to support this cuireach of High
Country Prison Ministry!

Jody Griffin iz pastor of Central Bapiiss Church in Spruce Pine and Commannity
Funded Chapiin af Avery-Mitchell Correctional Insfitution.

Pastor
Roan Mountain Missionary
Baptist Churchin
Bakersville NC is prayerfully
seeking a full-time pastor.
Seminary degree and a
minimum of 5 years of
experience in pastoral
ministry in a Southern
Baptist Church are required
Please send resumes
to the following address:
61 Stamey Rd
Bakersville, NC 28705

l:hgm:-l Needs a Emkthruugh
Power of the Holy Spirit
By Franklin Graham

Franklm Graham will preached in Blackpool Last week-
end, Sept 21-23_ The ciry sits on England's west coast,
shout an hour-and-s-half north of Liverpool.

Diear Friend,

Thiz month, I am headed to Blackpool, England, cne
of the darkest cities in that naton. Alooholism is every-
where, and the swicide rate is sky high The Brifish media have refesred 1o it as
the mnhealthiest place in the nation. Dimgs, gambling, crime and violence are all

Churches i the city and surounding Lancashite area have been praying for tueir
comnuniry for vears, and they inwited me to come in September to preach the Gos-
pel of Tesus Christ People there need to know God Loves them and wants to free
them from derkness mnd sin. They nesd o know that the power of the Gospel—ihe
“power of Christ” (2 Corinthians 12:9, WASE)}—brinzs new life that will last for

Buxt secular woices in the city have rsen up in opposition. They sironzhy resist
God’s Word and want to nndemmine the evangelistic outreach, or even derail it if
they can.

Pray for the power of God's Spirit to break throngh in Blackpool, that many
sonls wonld be saved and delivered from darkness. Pray that we will have “bold-
ness inour God o speak ... the zospel of God amid mwch opposition™ (1 Thessa-
lonians 2:7). And prav for “those who sre n opposition, if perhaps God may gramt
them repentsmce leading to the knowledze of the math.” {2 Timothy 2:25).

You Prayed for the West Coast and God Answered

Yo praved that God would do a miphty work in hearts across Californis and
then the Pacific MNorthrrest. He answered. If is hard to express how thrilled we all
are at what we saw God do. The Bible says that “aith Hirm is sbundsmt redermp-
tion” (Psalm 130:7, WETV}—to Him be the ziory!

Daring the Decision America tour up the West Coast, which ended on Aungz. 13
in morthern Washington, more than 125,000 came out to bear the Gospel. At each
stop, I 1old those who zathered that salvation if they would repent of their sins and
accept His Som, JTesus Christ, by farth.

The Bikle zays, “There is salvation in oo one else, for there is no other name
under hegven given among men by which we nmast be saved™ (Acts 4:12 ESWV). 1
wanted every individual to hear the Gopd Mews that through Jesus, amyone can
hawe a new beginning. We praise God that thonsands of people found that new
beginning in Christ, recerving lasting bope for this life and for eternity.

See photo galleres and stories from the Decision America Pacific Mortraest
Tor.

Druging the Decision America tour up the West Coast, which ended on Augz. 13 in
northern Washington, more than 125000 cane ot to hear the Gospsl.

In Medford, Oregon, one of our trained praver vohmtsers noticed 2 woman in
the cromd who was strugzling with ber emotions while I presented the Gospel.
The woman stood ar the mnvifation fo receive Christ, and our volunfeer went over o
her.

The woman said she had been longing to make 3 new start bat hadn’t known
bow unml that moment She wanted Jesus to come in and change her life. The vol-
unfesr encouraged and praved with her, gave her dizciplechip materials, and made
snre she knew of a Bible-centered church where she could grow n her faith

At the lzst stop on the Califomia part of the tour, in Redding aarlier in the sum-
mer, 3 mother and son heard the Gospeal. God moved in their bearts, but they were
ot ready to act. God kept stiming, and a few weeks later they drove up to Oregon
in order to hear the Gospel again at another Decision America event.

There they each made 3 decision to fum from their sins, ask for forgiveness, and
surender themselves to Jesus Chrst, tmstng Him as Savior and Lord. As God
worked, there were people in every city who made that decision—lnndreds of
them_ It's a decision that chanzes evervihing!

I am =0 grateful for the people ... who made Life-changing decizions for Christ.
At each stop the crowd joined me in prayer for their city, state. and elected leaders,
inchnding the president snd their govermor—by name. I also challenged churches
znd believers in each place to stand boldly for the things of God and let their voice
be heard Christians need to pet moch more actively imvolved in what’s happening
in their comnmmities and in local and state soverronent before #'s oo late.

They need to zet owt there and nun for office, semve on local school boards, speak
up for what's right, and—mwoest importantly—pray and voe.

I am 50 grateful for the people i all 17 ciges on the West Coast tour who made
life-chanping decisions for Christ. We give God all the glory.

The Fest of Lowis Zamperini’s Powerful Story

The movie Unbroken, based on the life of World War IT hero Louis Zamperning
packed theaters after its release in 2014. That movie covered only the first part of
Zampenni’s remarkable life, and many were disappointed not to see the stwory of
his conwersion to Jesus Christ at my father®s 1949 Cmsade in Los Angeles and hoar
God transformed himn so completely.

Mow thers is 3 sequel, Unbroken: Path to Eedemption, that picks up where the
first mowie ended In the new movie, my obdest son, Will, plays the part of a youne
Billy Graham. It will be in theaters beginning in mid-September.

We have BGEA evanzelistic events in 15 more cifies in the next 16 weeks, We
could not do this work that God has given us withowt your prayers and gifis, and
we are gratefil.

My God nichly bless yon.

FRoverend Franklin Graham is President and CEQ of the Billy Graham Evan-
Ealistic Association and of Samaritan & Purse, an imternational Christian religf
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By Dioug Harrall

Having srown up on the fanm October to me has always
been harvest time; it still is. The fann harvest is importamnt
and critical, but the soul harvest is even more fmportant in
our lives. I would expect 3 large percentage of the peopls
reading this article are old enough to have children and this
is the very first harvest field of souls that we peed to comcen-
rate on. If we are not careful in life we will let it get in the
way of living! We zet so busy being busy that we let time pass that we should be
spending with our children and zrandchildren teaching them the things that are
mly important.  Jesns was very clear on the importance of children. “Ldmd Jenis
cailed a hittle child unto him, and set kim i the midst qf them, And said, Ferify T
sy unio you, Excepd ye be comverted, and becomwe as little children, yve shall noi
anter inte the kingdom of heaven. Whozoever thergfoee thail humble kimself ax
rhis little child, the rame [5 greatest in the knedom of heavan. And whozo shall
recarve one such itnle child in my rame recenaeth me. Buf whoso shail gffend one
af these [itle ones which believe in me, It were berter for him that a milistong were
hamged about ki neck, and that ke were drovned in the deprh gf the sea. ™ Mat-
thew 18:2-6 KTV, We must accept the fact that the most important task assigned a
parent is to morare our children and bring them into a relationship with our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. In today’s pelitically comect envircnment many times
the prevailing atimude is that there are various wavs to beaven and that all reli-
gions lead to God and beaven. That is not the way the Bible reads! “Jazus saith
uriéo fam, T am the way, the truth, and the iffe- no man cometh unie the Father,

b By mee.™ John 14:6 BTV As our children prow and leave the environment of
the home, which hopefully i= Christ centered, and go out into todays world thedr
thinking will be challenged to an extent that I could not have even comprebend=d
years ago when I was growing up. We MUST get our children in a Bible teaching
and preaching church environment, not by sending them, bt by taking them! If
we parents don’t lead by example the teaching will not suck!

Angther area that we must take a sirong stand i is in our election process. T
am not going to =3y vote for aoy pamicalar party lime bt we omast stand up for our
Christian walwes if we expect our children to have anything like we experienced
zrowing up. Examime the valwes and platfonms of the people that are moning for
office, ask tough questions of them regarding their individual values and stands
on things. Be
io vote for the
people that ex-
hibit and follow
Christizn values
in their personal
lwes. This
coumiry became
great becaise
of the vahie
Sy50eIm it was
bazad on and
will crumble if
those values ara
allowrad to be eroded away. We owe it to our children prandchildren and fiature
Zenerations to leave them a country that they can be free in and can grow both
spirinzally and otherwise. We can be snccessful personally, ut we nuast lesve a
cultore behind that allows spiritual growth, not just bosiness and personal wealth.
“For wiat & a man prafited, {f e shall gain the whole world, and laze his own
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for kis zon™ Matthew 16:26 ETW
Crur fncus mnst be on being sure that we will be able to spend eternity with our
families i the mansions of glory and 1o be able to do that, we st confribate and
wiork with all cur bearis and minds to bring our children alone on this jourmey.
Walk the walk and don't just talk the talk, we do have a mole to play! God Bless!

Doug Harrell iz a lfe-long resident of Mitchall County, Chamer of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a mamber gf Bear Creek Baprist Chaurch and Publizher of the Biue
Ridee Chriztian News.

?

o &
USED
APPLIANCES

* Comi and soe the frendly saff at Joaathan's
for all your appliance needs.

* "We repair all major brands of appliances.

* We repair Monitor Heaters!

Cash It, Don't Trash it! B Detiven!
We buy your used appliances! + Washers
w DI-F"
149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC B
828-766-9005 = (Cell) 828-766-9389 + Refrigerators

Thank-You
By Pastor Marous Benfisld
Mitchel] Coumty

T oozt wou are enjoying the comendhat cooler fall weather
Tt wom't b Jomz umiil the colors of God's handy work will e
2l srvome ws. A s we enter this bemutifitl time of harvest and
blessing bet s novi forzet to Praiss the Lord for all His hamy
Blessings on each ofus. He has mmaly been sracions to us all

As I =it here at nry desk writing [ am amered 22 how God
uses Ordinary People fo accomplish his will and purpose. In
Amenst God nsed five Chiaches smd five businesses o belp
Just over six nmidred children pet ready o go to school at our Back o School Bash, &
Truly was a Tremendous Success. Special fhembes w0 Grassy Creek Bapiist, Spmoce Pine
Clwarches for their Direct imvolvement. Also. 3 Spedal thank you to Blue Fidze Chrstisn
Mews, Hollifield Tire and Ao, WEYE-WTOE. Shoes for Sharine, Fun Time Inflamhles,
and the Padoway Wnlunteer Fire Dieparment These isinecses were directhy imalved as
well Many others worked behind the scenes and we are tily gratefil. if we continoe o
wirk together 35 4 conummmity of Faidh we can see even greater things acommpliched for
the bettenment of our comnmmities.
together to belp our neizhbors o te exstwho were so devastated by Hiomicane Florence.
Yo, &5 3 commumity, belped provide relief that reached thousands in need in Elizsbeth-
town N, This ares was devastaed by over Thimy -Five inches of rain , fiooding. and
expreme wind damame

Dy pupose for writimg all this is fo say 85 3 Local Pasior, T am ity overwhelmed st all
the Lord i doing i our midst 85 we come together g 2 oomermnity. T am tmby Hemored
1o be 3 part of vt God is doing in our ares snd T tnaly believe if we confimae to come
fozether a5 one body, God will send Bevival. B you study the Mew Testament mndel of
ihe earty Clmech in the book of Aok you find coe common therne and that is TINITY. May
we contime to work together a5 3 Compunmity of O3E wmted in CHEIST that we msy see
BEVIVAL im oz zererstion. OH, How Desperately We MNead It!

Dolmy wee pasiors see the peed to pray for one anodher and pray that God will, tmoagh His
Spint, Lead w5 a5 His imder-shepherds fo sep ot and take the lead before our coneregs-
oo to continne o work together for His Glony! We can always seem o come together
o meet 3 meed and for thar T am tankfal, ar whet binders ws fom conning meether 3s.a
body umified o see the srenzth and the porer of the Lord and Savior Jesws Christ st wodk
amom =T I we by want o see Fevival this is whet i will take! WAL you join me n
Prayer and azk God to umdte ns as His pepple that we may be people of the Word of God
warking meether to tnaly s== Revival? For the Sake of Owr Children let us Thuly Seck the
LOBDN
D Benfield is the Senior Pastor qf ditapazs Bapiist Church in Spruce Pine. He
Jormarly pastored m Alexander County, NC for 20 vears befbre coming to Alta-

| *k Vs hK

CRAIG HOWELL

Y ancer County Commissiones

My desire is to continue
to help Yancey County
be a great place to live,
work and raise a family.
Christian values,
conservative principles
and responsible
stewardship of our
county’s resources.
Thank you all for your
support and prayers.

Paid for by Craig Howell for Coumty Commissioner

www. bremews. com
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Brandon

Pitman

Encourage. Equality. Education.

Vote Board of Education

Supporting efforts in preparing today's students
to be tomorrow’s leaders by
Encouraging the Equality of Education.
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YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
303 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

KidsnChrist

Grief Motivated

By Alan Griffin

I had a pretty rough JTapuary
back in 1987, My uncle passed
awsy and 25 days later my 1
172 year old nephew passed He K8
was bom with multiple beart G K.
defectz. He survived his first
surgery, but after his second
heart surgery his hmes filled up
with fnid, and be died. It was
a very dramafic fime for our 3
family. My mom would babysit him on Sundays, and I wold go over there to hang
out with my nephew, Doylan T taushe him the words tonchdown and borseran. The
East ime I saw bim I went to bug him rizht before I was leaving. He lmzged noy
neck and wounldn’t ket go. He held on to me for 30 minotes, and nry morm had to pry
him from my neck. I believe ha knew his fate T believe our spirits are mach more in
tume with God when we are youmg. The older we zet the harder it seems to stay in
close contact with our hesvenby Father

It ks difficnlt to deal with the death of a loved one. Often tmes there is denial of
our misfortune, snd then our mind pats us m a state of shock. It is a very muonbing
fecling. We replay in our mind conversations with our loved one We ofien feel
guilty for not spending more time with them It is Dnportant that we share our pain
and mot hold oo to it. We shoald never iy to escape the pain with dmgzs or alcohol.
It will cnly make things worse. Femorse is 4 natural feeling and we should embrace
or loss. Frosmation over our loss only leads to anger. Hacause we feel helpless we
may lash ont at others and place the hlame on somebody else's shoulders. Tt is mare
mnportant than ever to think before we spesk. becanse we could do lasting damage
to relationships. We ask God, “why me?” At fimes making pronuzes we can’t kesp.
And then jost when we think we are getting back to normal we fall into depression
lomeliness, and despair We will spend long pericds of time in s3d reflection. This is
completaly nommal. We just have to talk it out with ourselves, and God, until fizally
we Tealize the true magnimde of our loss.

This is about the time we have an upward tam. Char mind stans fonctoning in the
present, and we can get back to fammily, frends, and work. At this Gme. we start to
focus on restmacharing our life withoat our loved cne. We accept the reality of the
sitnation and move forward. It may not mean & refum to happimess, becanse grief
affects evervone in different ways. Some manage to move on rather quickly, while
others never recover from the loss. A good sizn is when we start to plan things for
the fwnare and snficipate good times shead It is best to stay bosy and try to focns
on the tasks gt hand  Jesws Christ suffered the sreatest separation smdety of anyone.
When He was being crucifisd He Bterally separated Himself from His Father ©
Surely He has horne owr grigh And carried our sormows,; Far we axteemmad Him
siricken, Smitten &y God, and qffticred ™ Tsaish 53:4 NETV

Griefis a ool we can use to firther our relatonship with God. Bven if we ars
coafident of our loved one’s final destination we need o use mur expereace to drive
us to winning maore souls. Desth is 3 pennament sitnaton, so we stan with frends
and familty 1o make sure of their salvation. Emotion is a powerful motvator, and as
we heal we need more than ever to spend tme with our heavenly Father, The Holy
Spirit can manifest our groamings o God when we are unable to. We modivate our
grief into acton, and we newver take a chance with any one’s salvation agaim. We use
or simaggles to help others overcome their conflicts in & positive fashion Demving
oursebves and placing all of the focns on other people’s strereles heals us from the
mide out This prevents our prief from Fiving Satan socess to oor heart

Without & strugple there is no progress for success. Grief is just snother reason for
us to work harder for our fmdly and friends, We can aftempt 1o bear the weight of
onr burdens alone, or we can release it all to Chrst, focusing mstead on helping oth-
ers to do the same. | have pever really nnderstood this Bible verse unfil now. “But
Tou finae seen, for Tou obooerve troudle and griglf To repay Tour hand The helplass
commis himsafl fo Fou; Fou ang the halper of the faiheriess. " Psalm 10:14 BETV
This is exactly what I did wihen I stopped focusing all noy arenton on oy grief. 1
started to follow Christ’s example. A ferwr months ingo 1997 I started kidsnchrisz,

I fooased on the children in my neighborbooed by faking them to choorch. Mot me,
bt Tesus Christ through me_ reached bundreds of kids for His name’s sake We fed
them clothed them and shaved with them the gospel of Jesns Christ 1hed no idea
what I was doing st the dme Tt oo that I have reread this Bible verse, it all seems
to make sense now.

If you are strugzling with the boss of a loved one, won't you pray with me?

Dear Heavenly Father,

Bless me becanse I mourn. Wiap Your amms around me and comifort me in my
loss. Ciome to my assistance Lord Please ke this consuming anguish and hesl the
wonnds of ooy heart. I need Your peace that manscends all understanding to gosnd
my heart and nry muind. Fest my soul and goide ooy emodions so that sleep mmiles
over the might and concem for others miles my day. Diraw near to me and bheal my
broken heart. Help me not to grieve like those who have yet to discover Your kind-
ness and mercy. Please make the next day better than the last and give me hope for
TOMOMOW.

In Fesus Christ’s mame I pray, Amen

Alan Griffin staried the Rdrnchrizt mimiziries in Novembar 1997, He has worked
with iner city kids for 21 years. He found a need for speciaiized Biblical lirara-
fure that would reach people gf all ages and has been writing since 2005 The
mimiziry has expanded their webziter fo reach arowrnd the world, Eidnchrizt com,
mtllemmialchriztian. com, feensnchrist com, semioronchrist com, PRCire-Varsa. com,
amd soulworks-s _com. o had an outreach gf over 13,000 000 people
lart pear with 348, 000,000 mpressions. [fvou hove any questions for 4lan you can
reach him ar alanoldinchrit com
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SAYS

Financial Straight-Talk
www.davesays.org

by Dave Ramsey

Diear Diave,

Ay wife and [ are not on the same page when it comes 0 money &od our two
tecenaze daughters. I think they should be leaming the vahie of work and monsy,
bt she doesn’t want them to work. She regularhy hands them spending money and
bays them expensive gifts. I want oor girls o have some nice things, bt this is
starting to canse problems in our relationship. Do you have any adwvice?

Stan

Diear Stan,

Eids should lsam to work and make money st an early age. We've given nice
gifts to our kids, bt the difference is they also worked and made money for them-
selves. The gifts we gave them were for special occasions. Showering cur kids
with money and expencive toys all the time was not our way of life.

I this siuaton, your wife is allowmg them to be nothing bt consumers.

I know she loves them but they re not learming howy to work, and they e not
leaming how to save or give. This is seting them wp for a lifetime of imreatistic
expectations. If something doesn™t happen to change things, you're going to end
up with two spoiled littte girls, who think they should be ziven everyvihing their
enfire lives.

54l T think the bizgest problem is you and your wife are expenencing a com-
onmication and marital breakdown If the kids werent in the pichre, I've zot &
fepling the same problems wonld exizst. The differewce is they wonld mamifest
themselves in other ways.

Chbvionshy, your wife nesds to stop being so impulsive whers the kids are
concerned Try siting down with her, and gently explaining your fealings. Let
your wife know you love her and how generouns she is, bat vou're womsed this
is having a negatve impact on your children. Maybe vou could try to estalblish
some guidelines 35 to when really nice gifis are appropriate, too. There's 2 middle
ground you can reach, bat it's going to fake some tme and effort. Most of all, it
means the two of you are going to have to connmumicate and work fogether for the
zood of your kids.

—Dave

Diear Diave,

I just praduated from colleze recently. Is it 3 waste of time to apply for a job if
you have 3 depree in the proper fisld, but no real work experience?
Cramiel

Diear Dramial,

Absolutaly not! The only sure-fire way to ensure you'll miss out oa a job is by
not applying fior the positon.

Zend a copy of your resume to every job oppormmity for whick vou bave a rea-
sonable chance of being hired. Then, wihen you gef an inferview, go m there with
your head beld hizh. Be amicalate, enfimsiastc, and carmry yourself with purpose.
Usze your styls. mtellizence. education, and confidence to sall yourself and youor
ghility fo jomp in, leamn quickly, and zet the job done.

I"ve met lots of peopls who say they have 20 years of experience. But in 3 lot
of cases it's mors like one vear of experience 20 times. That kind of “experiencs™
is mseless. I've also met many sharp, educated people without experience, but you
can tell they e the kind who will put their minds o work, think cutside the box,
and figume ouf 3 way to gef the job done with excellence.

As am employer, if I've got a choice between the two, that's the one T want on
ooy team!

—TDiave

Dnee Ramzey iz CEQ of Ramzgy Solntions. He has authored teven best-selling
books, mciuding The Total Mengy Makeover The Dave Ramzey Show iz heard
Iy more than 14 million lztenars sach waak on 800 radio stenons and multiple
digital plajforms. Follow Dave on the web af daoveramsay.com and on Neitter af
i DaveRamsg).

3ch Moment Count
Services Offered

24 Hour Nursing Services
Pain and Symptom Management
FNP and Physician Visits
Respiratory Therapy
Certified Nursing Assistants
Volunteer Support
Social Work Assistance
Chaplain and Bereavement Support

Serving Mitchell, Avery, Yancey, Madison Upper
McDaowell and Burke

(828)-765-5677

? Replacement
Center

SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM » MON-FRI
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Something for every home.

i | Silver Line

Fahnulersin

it ma e 4

www. summitbuwildingsupply. com

252 Possum Trot Rd.
M Burnsville, NC 28714

BUILDING SUPPLY
828-682-9841

The hospice vou choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:

local staff

two hospice inpatient units

palliative care in Jlf Setfings

grief counseling for any acull

Kids Pathe

Hosplce

arolina L Foothills

r-!—

Serving Polk, Henderson; Rurtertord ‘|l||.:[11['[|”1rr"||||.1' I and
Cherokee, Greenville and Spartanburg in SC
281 245005 N (Bed) 457-9100 5C (8001 218-CARE (2273

ARockisaRock...OrisIt?
By Lana Ellis
Eingzport, Tenmesree

Arock is 3 rock. . _or is if7 A rock may be a stone,

2 pebble. 8 zem or even 8 boulder. A mass of rocks
compressed mzether forme 3 mountain. The Bocky
Mountsins out west, Blowing Fock in Western Horth
Caroling and Monnt Leconte in Tennesses, 0 DAme a
few, are easily identified by the mass of rocks that make
up each of them, If you've been stopped i maffic while
driving through the gorze on Interstate 40 between
Asheville and Knoooville it was mrost likely due to 2 rock slide. Rockslides may be
& headache for drivers, but they do give a close up view of the composition of the
DOUmntEins.

Matthew also wrote on the subject of rocks in chapter 16 verse 18 and quoted
Jezus a5 saying, “Simon YWou are Peter and upon this rock I will boild My
chiarch ™ Or English word “rock™ came from O1d French and our word “stone™
orgingtad from Anslo-Saxon (01d English) Matthew wrote neither in (31d French
nar O1d English. His oniginal words were written in Aramaic, 3 form of the
Hebrew language. In Aramaic Fesns said, “Simon Yon are Eephas.. ", Accord-
ingz to John 1:42 Jesus changed Simon's name to “Cephas”. “Cephas™ is sioply
2 Latin transliteraticn of the Aramaic name “Kephas”. In the Greek lanmmage
Peter’s name is “Peito™. 50, whether it°s the Aramaic name “Kephas”, the Latin
ransliteration name “Cephas”, the Greek name “Peiro™ or the English name
“Peter”, they all have pne thing in conumon. They all have the same meaning.
“Hock”. Therefore, in Englich Jesns, would sav “5imon, Yon are Rock. 7

The “rock™ in Matthew's accoumt is often 3 controwersial subject The Fomsan
Catholic Church’s interpretation of Matthewar 16:18 is “Your name is Peter and
wmon vou, Pater Twill build my chureh ™. The Greek ranslstion m Matthew is not
“Tou are Petro and upon this Petmo T will build My Churech ™ Instead it's *“You are
Petro and upon this “Pemra™ I will build My charch.™ Greek words are based on
gender Male words end in “o" and femals words end in “a”. “Pefro”, the nams
given o Peter, is 3 masonline word. “Pera”™ on the other hand is 3 feminine word
meaning “a mass of reck”. Fast as the Greek word “Petra™ is feminine Christ's
church is often referred to with a female pronoun as in Ephesians 5:25-27.

Im Mfatthew 16:18 Jesus said He will “build” His choch. In order to bnild ons
needs building materials. A wize place to start 3 bnilding project is by comectlhy
placing & commerstone. A1 other rocks forming the foumdation will be set in refer-
ence fo that stome. Isaish 28:16 says “Tlay in Zion for a foundation a sfone, a
fried stome, @ precions corngrsiong, @ sume fumdaion. " It is noteworthy that
Peter, himself, applies this verse to Jesws in 1 Peter 2:18. In ancient tmes am ani-
mal or humsan sacrifics becams part of the comerstone of a building Howr fitting,
since there’s o greater sacrifice on our behalf than Jesus. Since Jesus is the Cor-
narstone of His church who are the “Petros™ that will be zef in reference to Him?

Im Batthew 16:15 Jesus zsked His disciples, “Who do you say that T am™ Pe-
ter answered, “Thou art the Chrizt the son gf the Bving fod " A simidlar response
by the other disciples is found in RMathew 14:33. After Tesus had walked on water
Marthew wrote, “Then thev (the disciples) that were in the ship came and wor-
shipped him_ =svimg, “0Of = trath thon art the Son of God®. The “Petros™ that are
zet In reference to the Comerstone is Peter and the apostles who confeszed that
“Tesns is the Christ, the son of the living God.” The remaining Petros that lie on
the fpundstion of Tesus and the spostles are those who make the same confession
with their mouths snd balieve in their hearts that Tesus died for their sins and rose
from the desd These are past. present mmd future believers. Peter shed more light
on this when he referred to (entile belisvers as “living stones being buoilt up as 3
spirimal house ™ {1 Peter 2:5)

Paul describes this Jesus” “tmilding project™ mehﬂmIJD—II Speaking
to Gentile believers he P - - -
szid, “Tou are gf God &
household, hing been
Bl upon the foumda-

ing into @ holy templa in the Lord; in whom you also are being built topether into
a dweliing af God in the Spirit. ™ (FIASW)

In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said to Simon, “Tou are Pefro and upon thiz Pefra I
will build My church ™ My loose ranslation is, “Simon, you are Fock, and T will
build my church with 8 mass of Bocks the likes of you.™ Now back to the subject
&t hand, “A rock is a rock. ..or is it In Mathew 16:18 rock is Petra not Peiro!

{The statement recorded in hatthew 16:17-19 is not repeated n its entirely in
the other three (Gospels. Bark writes in chapter 8 werses 27-30 that Jesus acked the
same question and Peter respondad in verse 29, “Thou art the Christ.” Mo further
comments by Jesus followed. The same is true mn Doke 92200

Lema Eliix resides in Kingsport TV, next door to grandchildren. Church iz West
Colomial Hills Baptist Chureh.
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

A Christ-Centered Home
By Billy Graham

In the absence of sound moral teachimg in our
schonls, it is more inportant now than ever for par-
ents to teach their children by word and by example
how to live for Christ in today's world. This message
by Billy Graham offers some basic principles for a
godly home.

—The Editors

The farmily used to be a close-knit group, and the
bhome was self-conmined. It was shelter; it was secn-
rity; it was 3 kind of school where Life’s basic lessons were tanght; it was 2 kind
of church where (God was honored It was a factory where the basic necessities of
lifie were made. It was a place where wholesome recreation and simple pleasures
were emjoved.

A concerned national leader said, “The home is the citadel] of American life. If
the horme is lost, all is kost.” Thoughtful people the world over agree that if soci-
ety’s health in the world is fo be mamtained  the home muest bs preserved.

When will we learn that houwses are not homes, money is not sscurity, gadgets
cannof bring happiness and there are no substitutes in our bome life for faith, hops
and love?

If the foundstions of our homes are to be repaired, there are certain God-or-
dained principles that must be restored. The Bible teaches thar God performed the
first marmiage in the garden of Eden. Before the charch, before the govermment,
before the school, the oone was founded. It 1= the basic wnit of society.

Love Is Exzential

The first essential for a happy Christian home 1s that love st be practiced.
Homes that sre built on anmasl sttraction and nst—ar oo awything other than
love—are destined to cnumble and fall.

Lowve is the cobesive foroe that holds the family together. The Bible says of ons
of the earliest families, “Then Isaac ... took Pebekah and she became his wife,
and he loved ber™ {Genesis 24:67). The Bible says, “5So husbands ought to love
fhelr own Wives as thalr own bodies  (Epbesians 5-28). The Bible apain says,
"Husbands:, love your wives and do mot be bitser toward tham ™ (Cobossians 3:199.
Love imposes a wemendons responsibility on all memwbers of 2 family, but it is a
responsibility accompanied by glorious rewards.

“Lowe." savsy the Hible, “juct ar Chewst . loved the church and pave Himsalf
Jor har™ (Ephesians 52 :-]..Hun. did Christ love the charch? He loved it despite ifs
famlts, its mistakes and its wesknesses,

Mmmmmuemmmmummmmmm
pais his best foot forward; but after the boneymoon the Tue perscxality comes to
light, wirtues are minimized, and defects are masnified If the marmage is based on
physical atractiveness only, “love™ dissolves away.

However, true love does not fail. It loves even as Christ loved the church,
despite personality defects, physical blemishes and mental quirks. Love is deep,
abiding and eternal. It loves its mate, oot for what ke or she seems 1o be, bat for
what the mate really 1=—his owm, her balowed, his chosen—even as Christ loved
the chunch.

Nothing can bring 3 sense of security into the home as oue love can. When
there is not love, when harsh words are spoken. when quarrels rage, when discord
raipns, the child rembles with fear

Discord in the home says to the child, “There’s something wrong here. Home
shonld not be like this.” 5o, let love flow throngh your house like a fragrant vapor,
samrating the home with deep affection and understanding.

Teach ¥Your Children

The second essential of 3 happy home is that there be order and discipline. The
home can be a sanciuary of peace or it can be a3 bedlam of confusion. Isaiah the
prophet realized this when he went to Hezekiah the king and said, “Ser your howse
in order” (Isaizh 38:1)

Slipshod homes are bound to produce slipshod character, for the basic lessons
of life are leamed st home.

The word discipline means “to teach ™ The job of teaching has besn too lone
left to the schooltescher and the scontmaster.

Az 3 parent your job is to teach your children by precept and example to b
zood members of the bousebold, pood citizens of the commumity, good members
of the charch and followers of Jesus Christ. It takes e, patience, resourceful-
ness and skill to set your honse in order, bt God has said that it is an essential we
cannot shun

Grod said, “Tou shall reach [my words ] diligently fo your children, and shall
faik qf them when you 5t in your house, when you walk by the way, when you [ie
down and whan you rize up " (Deuteromonyy 6.7,

In other words, the Bible says that we are to teach our children all day long by
precept and example.

If a child is to matre. be or che must leam to observe mies. Whether we like it
or not, life iz flled with roles and laws. If children ars to survive, they must knoar
the mles of zafety. If they are to be healthy, they nmst know the mles of health.
If they are to get along with people, they nmst leatn the miles of etiquete and
couxtesy. If they are to drive a car, they must leam the mles of the road If he or
she becomes an athlete, they must leam o observe the mles of the game. You do
your children a great injnstce when you do not discipline them and when you fail
io teach them to discipline themselves,

Of course, in disciplinary acton, whatever sort it may be, you nmst alwavs let
the child know that you love him or ber, that you are intsrested in their welfare
and that you long for their full development.

By disciplme. T certainly do not mesn constant scolding T do not mean confim-

ons nagging, lechoring or brutal spankimg. Char disciplinary sction shonld be finm

..imrﬂ, Ji'.z.li’h, Bunny (Ruthj, G:g: Framkiim and Billy enjoy uﬁn!} dm.l ﬁ:lgiﬁ‘!'hﬁl'
sane. fair, consistent and, above all, it should be given in a spirit of loving helpful-
ness. When children see that we have their best mtetest at heart, their response
will be favorshle.

Anaother thing, a5 3 parent von eught to praise your children for the mood things
they do. Adrmiration and approval are very impaontant elements in zood disce-
pline, and if we fail to recosnize therm, our children may get discouraged and say,
“TWhat's the use of being gopd? Daddy or Mooy never notice it™

Be an Example

Third, it is essential that you be an example. Someone has said that the highest
compliment one can be paid is the compliment of imitation. If your children love
you, they ate bound to copy you

The little boy looks for a noble, manty image to mitate. The little girl is her
maother in minianare. We scold our children when they fuss or guarrel, but where
did they leam to fuss? Are we always polite and considerate of othersT Unform-
nately, they don't learn much by the lectore method; rather, they learn by obsers-
inz and imirammg hother and Father

We tell them that they should be uncelfich but do they see nnselfichness dem-
onsirated in our LivesT We tell them that they should be honest, bat our words fall
flat unless we practice absolunte honesty before them.

We tell them that God answers prayer, but do they ever see ns oo oir knees?
We tell them that the Bible is the Word of God, but do they ever see us reading it,
pouring over it and shaning its preciouns fmuths with them?

Children will invariably talk, eat, walk, think, respond and act like their patents.
Give themn a target to shoot at. Give them a goal to work toward. Give them a pat-
term which they can see clearly, and you give them something that gold and silver
cannat buy. John Wesley once said, “T learned more about Christanity from moy
mather than from all the theologians of England ™

Dioes Christ live in your home?

That is the question we nst answer for ourselves if our homes are o be the
balwark of the nation. Is Christ real to you 25 a parent” Are vou imparting implicit
faith to your children? Faith in Christ is the most important of all principles m the
building of 2 well-ordered home.

Is Christ the center of your home?

Dio yon bave daily Bible reading and prayver in your home? Is grace said at
ihe fable? Do you go with your children to Sunday school and church? T ask you
today: Is Christ the head of your home?

“I do not s=e bow your home can be tuly and deeply happy umless Christ is the
center of your home. If vou are having difficulties and imitstions and problems in
your home bring them to Christ ™
—Eilly Graham

He can be the kead of vour hoone, at first He will have to live in your beart. T
am asking you fo renounce your sins, your failores and vour mistakes of the past,
and to come to the cross of Christ where He died for your sins. Offer yvourself o
Him and He will receive you “The one wite comes to Me [ will Iy no means cast
out ™ (Tohn 6:3T).

I do not sese how your home can be taly and deeply happy unless Christ is the
center of your home. If you are kaving difficulties and imitstions and problems in
yvour home, bring them to Christ. There is not a problem that Christ cannot setls,
if vou will come by faith and give your life and vour heart to Him. And vou can
dao it right now.

Plenpumee your sins; confess them to God. Feceive Jesns Christ by farth ivto
yor beart, and He will come in and transform you and make vou a8 new person.
You will be born xgain.

Then yon can be the rght kind of person in your kooee, and your home can ba
muly and deeply happy. ©1036 BGEA

Scripture quotsticns are taken from The Holy Bible, New Eing Jamnes Version.

Ask Christ info your heart now.

COORER'S TRADING, i,
Archery - Hunting - Fishing
Guns & Ammo
Bowtech, Mathews, Hoyt, Mission, PSE, Diamond, Elite
Bear Archery

1995 West US Hwy. 19E
Burnsville, NC 28714

Shannon Cooper
828-208-0898
B28-678-9929

www brenews. com
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New Community Qutreach Opening

- The B.E.AR. Closet
By Chesyl Willen

(Balry Equuproent aud Besomure Closet) &t 56 Pad's URIC

Bezmniney Wednesday, Aungust 26th, 2018, the Babw Equipanent znd Fesource
Closer (B.E.AF) locared ar 31 Panl’s Unered Metodist Chuoch 223 Hillside Smest
m Asheville will open its doors oo families with children. Faith comumminy and
pre-school vohmieers at Sz Paul's are reaching owt o serve low mopme famlies,
epectant parents, singls parents srandparents raizing srandchildren sed sy faendhy

suzeling o provide basie necessities for
ther mfants and children The BEAF.
Closet will offer free gently vsed clothing
(presnies o 3 eddlar), shoes, baby equip-
mienf such as swollers, hizh chairs, sainzs,
pack o’ plavs, bouncy seats, bonles, dizpers,
wipes, baddng and bvgiens producs,
bedding irsms, as well as loving encourage-
mient 1o expectng moms and parears. Tha
ouirzach will be open the wecond med fourth
Wedresdays of every mont from 4:00 pon.
to 700 pm

Achewille peizibers and local commmmiry agencies can visit the owmeach and drop
off donations of haby clothes, dispers and itses mendoned above. Curbside drop of
avzilable. Mopstary denstons are also weloomed. For more infonnation, of to mquirs
about volutesr oppommuties, please call (S28) 2528512

rFF:_'_"_""" _.1 ..r'

il ,l 'fu f!

il|l1.

Cherd Wallen is the Director of LfeMiniziries Ourmeach
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Editorial

Thes 15 mor the tme for complacency if you really care ot
Biblical principles and Chrsdan bebiefs, We are facing a3 tme in
our ooy wihen the feadom to serve our God i beme thresfensd
anyd even forbidden. Wa as Christans have been siting back and
refisine to Stmd Up and shars our faith and ks 8 stand on wheas
iz right and wrong. Ohr Bikle is very clear on wiiar is it and
what is wrong. We say, “Tdon’tmix relizion and polides™. Well
that is certamly an exose witle our covmay zoes down the ubas

Chirvahees are slippims away while we hide in oz horess and bope somecne elsa will
solve the problems. Well, T duink we have sesn that somsone else bhas not shown up as
oz knighf in shinipe anoor We will each have o fake some responsibiling and
DO SOAETHDNG. and dea first thing mazhe be to register and then go out oo e &b of

Movember and cast 2 vote for God

Char church misrabership is falling away, our sesers are filled with drogs, our precious
childrem are being pus i foster care, our fovmdaton is comnbing ad e ooy way

oo fiot it 15 oo start with the gl people m leadership, Wa pead to star wids the local
r.hEL'Le seate, and then our faderal sovernmient Dagrm whe dusse people are a:u:]u]:aT
they stand for and than cast yaour { "
vioie for the caes tha: u:mstdn:u:&l_
believe as you do. Don't forget
that we nesd judzes thar have zood
swong Christam prnciples oo,

What would our conumusnity
Lok like if we could offer good
paying jobs o those who are lock-
mz? Then get rid of cur dme and
aloohol abose problem. People
carng for each other and help-
mz when others needed s, Mot
bainz afraid to get onr hands diry apd loving )l menkind  Baing willing to stmed wp
and pladgs allegiznce to our fiag thar stands for 2 great conpty. Beng willing to pray
and burnbls ourselves ooask our God fo forgive us for dhe mess wa have made Ha
tells ns in II Cloonicles 7:14 “Ifrny poaple whtch ang called by sy nimeg, shall huebls
themzehas, and pra and seek v fce, and inow from thelr wicked Wiz then will I
femr from hemvan, aid will feenae thelr s, and wall heal Sheir imd . We so nead o
ooy bealed

Soon we may not have the priviledze of votme. 5o, PRAY PRAY PRAY AND VOTE
WVIOTE WVOTE while we stll can!!

Barbara Harrall, loving mother, srandmather and grear-grandmorhar: Part owner
Blug Rigze Chrisrian Naws.

Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:
I * Numbness or buming in feet or hands
+ Sharp electnc like pans
* Pain an walking
* Difficult sleeping due to pam
* Prickling or tingling in feet or hands
* Balance problems

You may have Neuropathy.
Fharmaceuica! treatmeant for
neuropathy has not proven to
he effectve in the long term.
Cur office has had excellent
resulis in the reduction and
elimination of symptoms by
using a multi therapeutic
approach includmng low level
lzzer theraoy, zpine care and
nutrition.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE
IF ¥YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

CRUZ

Life Center

Burnsville, NC

(828) 6826157

(800) TT2-T955
crurlifecenter.com

LASER THERAPY

CHIROFRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

“Since 19827
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The Rest of the Story

Bwv Dioug Harrall

Those of vou that grew up around farm tractors and oadlers will zet a big kick
ot of this story and the pictures that go with it As vou woald well know, when
vy tur & wactor witk 2 trailer artached, if you nuom oo sharp, the hugs oo the rear
whael will catch on the fame of the trailer This is exacthy what happeaed with
Farmer Clint in this episoda of felly. Even thoush he had bean operating the rac-
tors on and off for several monrhs, be forgor that it had individual brakes for the
rear wheels, and that by locking the ontside wheel and nomune toward it be could
zet our of the bind be was m. Had 2 geod langh and reok a minute mo get i 2l
fimed Hewas a mess!

The Funnyv Farm
Daar friends,

Three vears ago [ was iovited to take part o the Mineral
Ciry Heritage Fastival o Sprace Pipe. A ousong soul, who
shall remzin nameless. although T believe itwas Chos M-
Crurry. . asked my fend Doug if he wonld provide the mac-
tor fior hayrides atf this exravaganza. Alwayvs the comnnnity
supporter and ovarall wice fellow, ke consented o loan his
farm racter snd watler for the evenr

When Fanuner Dong firs: told me about the “OPPORT-
WITY " I belisved it was 3 positive move for Blue Ridze
Christdan Mews_ After zll it is important for our company
o support the comooumdty, “Tost think about it Pollard,” be exclaimed “Hayndes
with Fanuer Clint will b= 3 hnge success!™ 'm stll oying to remembar bow Dioug
providing a tractor for hayndes wmorpked into Fammuer Clint providing hayridas!

To be honest, Twwas astonished that ooy pal wounld subject our towa to the anfics of
Farmer Clint oa a tractor. Meverthelass, [ began to mentally prepare for the com-
ing out party, “Fammer Clint's Debatznte Ball”, if vou will g .

Festival Fun

Crod prozected Fanuer Cling oo Hentage Fesoval Dy, at least while e was
driving lecal kiddos around on the hay wagow. Thers wers no “near nsz2s” no
scary mizhaps (af least none that [ will admit), and everyons enjoved the hayride

Wall, to be totally matkinl Fanner Clint's Haynde was pot exactly the headlins
event others expactad o . I sat aboard the tractor froon 5:30 2m — 1:30 pm and had
exactly X — that’s right, TWO — hay-riders. The good news. . the two linle passen-
zers [ had ware thrillad o be aboard the Farmer Clint Exprass!

Farmer Clint “Sent Packing™

Every now and then, as I sat aboard the Kiow mactor UMee come to know aod
love, Starli McDowall, then the Executive Director of Spruce Pine Main Stoeet,
would stop for a visit Acmally I think she was boping 1o collect the vast wads
of cash I amazsed to support the new Cenmal Park project oo Lower Smeer, [am
happy to repart that T 2ave Starli the snnre $4.00 [ aamed making oips up and
down Cak Street. How smbarrassing o .

Starli avd T watched Foger Pinuan's ninle drewn carrage, a baantifol and
majestic riz, make its way up and deam the soest. Riders, voung and old, lew
right by old Famoer Clint oa their way o pet the males and beard Boger’s muls
limousine. It was sbout that tme, 25 ITreczll that Starli suggested. “Fammer Clin:
you'te OUTA HEAH! I looked deep info Starli’s eves and conld mell she wasa's
Eidding . Farmer Clint was “The Biggest Loser!™ If was ome to skedaddle, va-
mioose, Zet-the-hack out of Spruce Pins!

Eejection Turns to Fanfare

Ch howr T dreaded the LONG dove from Lower Street to miy homes in Minpro_ .
nearly 1.5 miles of torfure. What would I tall roy beannfl brids Kav? Bejectad
apd dejacted, my Fanuer Clint everalls drooping, I eased the ousty Eiod and
mrailer into the fHewing waffe My thoughts were of unfulfilled drezms dazhed
hopes, and public lnuwiliztion Awd then T minsed to nyyvself “Thon’t nan over
apyons with this fractor’” Then, “T hope there’s oo waffic when I oy to cross Hay
22857

As I meanderad down Uppar Sireet people bezan o call ourt fo me, “Hi, Fanner
Clhint! Cars and fmwcks honked znd waved I returned the gesnoes. As [ mo-
tored past The Market on Oak, Shitley Hize and others waved excitadly af me. ..
Dioug Crosby, Mark Meadows’ Fegional Coordinaror, called out to me. .. 5yvana
MMonroe, Dhonz's then-fiznce, smiled and wavad happely. And T thousht to myvself
“Whart a day for Farmer Clint!™ Twas bazaack o !

Nio Good Deed Goe: Unpunizhed

Arriving heans safely [ dacided to positton the oactor and tratlsr in a way that
wiould make it easy for Fanmer Dong to rejoin it to his tmack.

ow earlier that day, recall that [ had beea wamed “Fammer Clint, DO WOT
MAKE TOO SHARP A TURI or it will jack-knife.™ I doa't know why Dong is
forever barking warndnes 1o me!

I drowve the mactor inte oux lower lof, thinking .. "Twill just do 2 circle, and zeat
everytung lined up for Donag; that way ke won't kave to hassle with it when ha
comas to ferch the equipneent.™ Well, Tmade a circle as plaoned | WHAJM! The
ractor grosnsd and belched the wailer spun the wheels spir sod and dirt in my
face.. . Twas stuck! Befter sald. . .on & scale of 1 to 10, this was a perfect 10 jack-
knife.

Draja vu to that eariier rebuke “Farmer Cling, DD MOT MAEE TOO SHARR
A TURM ar it will jack-knife .7 T was frantic. bad no idea what to do_. so I did
what camne natrzl, I zave the Fiot more zas, pedal o the oor . wheals spun,

then hnaz-up on the tongue of the watler. [T seemied like the mactor whesls were
sinking ever desper inro the soft spdl.

Diangz it.. rats. .. doggone. . oow what??777 T looked to beaven and said, “Lond,

ot now . don't 1et e screw up now! T don’t want Dous to have fo bail me

out AGATH!™ But the harder I mied the worse thurgs became. This fractor was
STUCE.. . the mailer was aternally affized to the mactor tire . and, for all I konew: it
was about to plunge to the center of the soft earth

Honey I'm Homme!

TWell, T disembarkad from oy stack machive and crawled alowg the ground,
wonderng if T could Lift the ailer to stwaighten it out. . I conjured up ways thar
I could hook -
that mactor 1o
2 rope and my
waist, thew pull §
it strarght.
Al wirkoat
brezking rwy
back. Mahh-
bhh it was 3
last canse and
I needed o
face the mmsic
with Eay.

I foumd her

Fussied-up,
PIEQAring o
attend the Fesval. Perhaps it was oy despondent facial expression, mayhe that
zickly smile and nuired look thar comes upen me whenever T mess up. ragard-
lezz, she ssked. “What in the beck s the mamer™ So mnch for suoprise.

Calmly, experiy [ explameed that the fann equipment can be very finicky. . and,
afier zll I am ipexperenced with some mansuvers . and that grass o our lower
field 1= rather soft . AND I was pow bhopalessly siuck. “The good oews,” I said
feiznimg hamior, “is that it could be viewed as rural vard am!™ Eay contd tell my
haart wasn't m it

Then I iroplodad .. T hats mayself, I can’t do swything nelbt, why couldn’t The
swecessful just once . Twant to be someone else. T orant to leave here and newver
come back!” Gentlv, tendarly Eay inguired. “Who would von like to be? Where
would vou like to 2o™ T don't know.™ I bellowead, “bmt I'm not talling Diong
shour this"™ Gently, tendarly Eay replied, “YVes vou ara. Diong knsw what be
would get when he asked von to do this evenr. He can fix it vou'll zee
Why, Lord, is the wonan always right?

We walked down the lill togethar; she zazed in amazerpent at my debacle.
Afrer a while we began to clmckle, well she chuckled more than I did! “Troug can
fix it you'll see ™ she reitecated

Informing Farmer Doug

Given a choice, I'd munch prefar to have a3 dozen oot canals than explam OWE
MOPE plight of idiocy o myv friend Fanmer Doug. 5o, sheepishly and cowardhy
I sent hitn a TEXT mezsage.  "Tractor smek. . HELP!™ (Call me a chicken if you
nynst, buat it was 2 heck of 2 lot better than head-to-bead admizsion’)

Mimmzes passed, thew 3 half hour. 28l no rephy from Fannsr Dong. T remarked
to Eoay, “Well, that's it _he’s dons with me As Popeye abways said, “Thar's all I
can stand, ‘canse I can’t stands wo more!” T've finally droven Dioug over the cLiff!”

(reachy, renderly she said “Doug can fix it, you'll see”

Staring into the Eye of the Tiger

When we armved Dosmnroan Sprvce Pine I wold Eay, “Ton feel free to chack
ot the festval
while I face
the mmsic with
Dipug.” She
partzd may back
and wished me
Inck.

Famuar
Droug was ped-
dling home-
made Harrel]
Hill Farwns
malazes out
of his muck
bed a5 [ made
oy tenta-
uve, stealth
zpprazch T
walked briskhy
toward kim then slowed to 2 mere soail’s pace . unsure bow ba would recaive
me. His eyes did dovble duty as be looked 31 a melasses buyer with one eyve while
peennE atme over kis glasses with the other, Th oh!

The customer left and I did the only thing I knew 1o do .. swooped in on
Fanmer Diong and zave him a bear huz g . “Pollard, T had o langh when I got your
TEXT message.” ke began. Polsed to sirike and defend mvself, suddsnly the air
expioded from oy lumgs; as if 2 hot air balleen expalled it's Lift. “Doue, Iwas my-
ing to get the wactor. " He put hiz arm sround my shouldars, drear me close and

conimued on page 39
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Sizzlin' Summer Series
Thanks for a Fun Summer!

By Schell 3MicCall, Exerntive Ditector
Tameay Conniy

Bumsville, WC {(200'18) — This summer was one for the
books! The Sizzlin® Sunymer Series had an ontstanding furmount
of over 850 participants. The Sizzlin® Swmmer series, co-spon-
spred by Healihy Yancey, the Town of Bumsville, and Yancey
Ciounty Government, was 3 chance for people of all ages and shilities to oy new
things, be active, and connect fo neighbors and our larper compmanity.

This year's series was filled with fion free activities to engage families acToss
Yancey and naighbormg counties. Activities inclnded & zip line on the Towmn
Sguare, ballreom dancing, seccer, and the ever popular inflatable slip and slide.
In addition to the many fim-§lled actvities, the seres also bosted a car seat safery
checking station, as well as several
AMY Bookmobile appearances.

Through this initatve, Parmers
Alizned Toward Health and Healthy
Yancey are creating a wonderful legacy a
for the yowth that will confime well
info the foture with programs encourag-
ing lifelong physical activity. On oar
end-of-summer survey, 7RG of partici-
pants apresd that the Sizzlin® Swmmesr
Series encouraged them to be phoysi-
cally active this sumnmer. The Sizzlin’

Swrmmer Series is also &n economic
development inigatve that leads o
additional doemtoram business traf-

fic during each event. Mearly 70% of
pamicipants visited the Fammer’s hbMarker

and 5% of participants also visited
1 neighborimg bosinesses or restaurants
i 2 I . while dovwmtown for the series.

A zpecial thank you goes ot by ouar -E.'-lru' Sizzlin’ Summer Sevies particimant

= l' Title Sponsor, Blue Ridze Repionsl made her ovwn 1-shirt to commemorate
CLOTHING | Bmmmsi m

Besourcefil Communities, Smoker &

Folkner Family Practice, and the T f Burnsville and ¥ rC A
1 1451 va 125 S'f SF ruce Pi ne {aza] ?EE-?S uz I:IF|:|1' IoTe mﬁm;:—;;.?m oux hﬁmn: ﬂﬂm;ﬁ&em&: m:imt'::m :L;.m::mﬁ, £
&:30am-5:30pm M.TW.S. Closed Sunday our Facebook pagze, contact 652-7899 or email brizmmai@pathmc org.
Thursday & Friday 8:30-8:00 | Goto Church  WWwgrasspereekciothing.com | oo o oroeram Azsociate for Tancey County 4-H
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Headline: Putting Faith into Practice
By Dir. Tracy Jessup

“But be doers of the word, and nof meraly hearers who de-
canw themselver. For [fany are hearers gf the word and not
doers, they are like thaze who look af themsahaes In a mirmer;
S thay ook af themsehes and, ongoig away, Immediately
Jorget what thay wene like. But those who lpok into the perfict
fmw;, the law gf liberDy, and persevere, being mot hearers who
Joreer but doers wihe aci—ihey will be blesed in their daimg. ™
— Fames 1:22-24

Most people know what the Heimlich Maneuwer is, even if they do not know
how to perfonm it. The ant-choking first-aid technique is desizped to dislodze an
obsmuction from a person’s windpipe. One does this by applying sudden soong
pressure on the sbdomen between the navel and the rib cage. While I have never
wimeszed this manesnver in person or had the technique nsed on e, T hawe seen it
m movies and have known people who credit the technigne with saving their lives.

The Heimlich hIanenver was developsd by Dr Henry 1. Heimlich_ a thoracic sur-
geon who cmasaded for the anti-rhoking techrique. Feports vary as to the monher of
lives saved since the Heimlich maneaver was invented in 1974, it in a Diecember
2016 article that repored the desth of Dr. Heimlich &t the age of 25, the New York
Times estimated the pomber at 100,000,

That same article recalled howr earlier that year, “Th Heimlich wsed it himself on
DMday 23 to save the life of an 87-year-old woman choking on & morsel of meat at
Deupres House, their senior residence in Cincinnati. He said it was the first time he
had ever uzad the manewnver in an emergency, alihowzh he had made 3 similar claim
m 2003" (Fobernt McFadden, “Dir. Henry J. Heimlich Famoos for Antichoking
Techmigne, Dies ar 96" 12/17/146).

Im James 1:19-27, Tames takes the broad appeal to obey the Word of God and
applies it to areas of Christian living, specifically the intesrity of our thowsht and
speech and the inteerity of our actions. It &= of the whmost importance thet oar
speech and cur actions be informed by faith. As followess of Christ, we not coly are
to Listen o (rod's Word and take it in, but we also mmest express it and camy it out.
We nmst be hesrers and doers of God's Word.

James says those who hear the gospel and do mot put it mboe practice “ame like
those who look at themselves in 3 mirmmor” and “invnediztely forget what they were
hike.” Coomenting oo this passage, Mew Testament scholar Beverly Gaventa writes,
“WWhat iz seen in & mirror mnst be viewed 3gain and agaim, becanse the mpression
is Eone 35 5000 as one looks away. By contrast, the ‘perfect Law, the law of Lberty,’
enables people to live with what they zee and to bve out what they believe ™ (Teoxts
for Preaching, p. 491).

Prayer: Lord, help us to act on your tmath as we hesr it, rather than letting it po
one sar and ont the other

Locared in the Morth Carolina foothills, Gardner-Webl University is a private,
Christian, liberz] ams nniversity that prepares students o becoms crntical thinkers,
effective leaders and compassionate servants i the global comonmity:. Emphasizing
a strong stadent-centered experience and rigorons academics, Gardner-TWebb ignites
learming and service oppornites for undergraduate and sraduate siudents. Izmite
vour funare ar Gardner-Webb edn.

I Tracy Jessup serves as vice presiden? for Christian Life and Service and
Sentor minister to the University. He it a graduate of Gardner-Febd with a B4
in Music and earmed iz M Div. degree ar Samjford Universiny's Beeson Divinity
School. He completed hiz Ph.D. af the University gff Nebraska-Lincoln. He also
feaches i the wedereradiate departmaent af religiows studies and exyjovs the op-
porfunity fo serve the local church through interim pastorates, pulpit supply, and
preaching revival servicas. He and kis wife, Teresa, hae hwo children, Christian
and dnna.

‘Walnut Grove Church

Stumbling Block or Stepping Stone
By Pastor Kurt Bomar
Avery Courty

L I9:14 " Do not curse the deqor pur a shumbiing '
Block in_front of the bind, bu? fear vour (rod. T am the !‘
LORD \.

& |
it fhis b ettt ot e et i e IR ‘ﬂf.‘f.u
who have physical impaimments T think there is a pictars
that the Lord is oying to paint for us in these maters.

Physical mnpainmenis can be a pichure of a spirvmal impamment that causes the
world to not see or not want o hear about Tesus.

Let's consider bow Fesus himself dealt with a deaf persom:

Mark 7:312 There zome people brought to him a man who was deqfand could
Furrdly talk. and they bepsed Josus o place kiz hand on kim 33 4fter he took him
aside, maay from the crowd, Jesus put hiz fingers info the man's gars. Then he spit
and tonched the mam's tonene. 34 He looked up fo heaven and with a deep sigh
said fo him, "Ephphatha!™ fwhich means "Be opened!"). 35 Af this, the man's gars
ware opated, iz fongue was loosened and he began fo speak plainly.

Motice the things that Fesus does. First e removes the man from the crowd and
gives hir individual attewtion This slone would mesn 3 lot to 3 man who had
b= iznored his whobe life. Mext be touches the man’s ears and tongne. If he had
metely spoken healing to the man, the man would mever have beard it and would
have missed the connection Jesus was making with kim Thas, Jesns was relat-
ing to the man where be was. -

By touching him prior o the
healing the man got o be part
of the process and to koow
that soomething profound was
shout to happen.

And it did. When Tesus
then spoke. the man’s sars
were opened. Likewiss, when
vou and [ spesk the Word of
God, spirinally deaf ears are
opened as well.

Mext our verse tells us not
o trp the blind. One day
in Bethsaida Jesus healed a blind man in a similar way. This e, though, after
tonching the man’s eyves be asked him if he could see. The response was “T seg
mam as mees walking."™ Jesus then pouched him a second time and his total sight
was resfored. (Mdark 8:22-15)

The lesson here for us o leam 1= that when we minister to the spimiually blmd,
it many not work the firse thme. But we are not to give op. We may belp someone
oo from total darkness to sesing shadows of the truth even if they don’t fully
comprehend God's grace at once. As we continee to show the love of God we
may have the pleasare of watching the scales drop off their eyes. Regardless, the
point is to kesp on touching the spirinially blind snd deaf. We can then =it back
znd waich God do his part.

Selah, (think shout it)

Kt Bommar i pastar af Walut Grove Chunch.

He that pathereth in summer is @ wise son: but he thay sleepeth fn harvest [T
a san thar causeth shame. Proverbs 10-5

Diyed Red Mulch

ure Constry
M"’C‘ GRAVELYARD)

See Us on Facebook

Uctj iopy

Pine and Hardwood Mulch Decorative Gravel
Ton Soil VWashed Stone
- Sand
Now Offering Wood-waste r 226 -, i b L
: E:‘""E' i Rl 127 l'*r.I-I‘.w, '-.,., !'_-rp.rm.-.. Pine Co Crave]
Call for D Fees (828) 766-6169 Public Welcome
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Josh

DOBSON

NC House

“Standing up for rural conservative values.”

It is my honor to serve the 85th district.

Thank you for your past support and I am
asking for your vote November 6th.

Paid for by committee to elect Dobson for NC House
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Matthew “Vern _Gl_'mdstaff AR RBN LR
County Commissioner T TACREAGE » COMMERCIAL

Vote November 6th, 2018
People Not Politics

Ad Paid for by the committes fo elect
Marhew "Fern™ Grindstgfff County Commissioner.

-‘ 0 TE South of 1-40

3800 Sugar Hill Rd. || g

VO TE Marion, NC 28752 ez
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

v, WhilzonRealiyv.com | dennisw @@ WhitsonRealty.com

Driving every day ..

Your local store is ready to help you prepare for the upcoming
2018 — 2019 winter season. We provide secure and reliable
propane service for yvour home or business, and offer new
customer pricing with lock-in rates. AmeriGas also has terrific
pricing programs for churches, fire departments, community
centers, fireman, law enforcement officers, correctional officers,
EMS employees and any size business.

PROPANE

SERVICE

APPLIANCES

HEARTH PRODUCTS (Best prices on Buck Stove products in town!)

Phone: 828-675-1513 or 828-649-3532
Address: 6161 US HWY 19E, Burnsville, NC 2871

Servicing: Mitchell, Yancey, McDowell, Madison, & Buncombe
counties.,
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THE *
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE

“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
=Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
=Ower 150 years of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 davs a week
*Locally owned and operated
=Ask about onr “Healthy Kids Program™

CREATOR GOD
Grvd s voice rumbled in the darkmess
Az the sonnd brofke thru the air.
Never had there been such strength
O demonstraifon of His power.

The light af moor and stars above
Green trees and rolling mouniains
Rocks, grasy and flowers so lovely
Rivers, lakes and fowing fountains.

Living creafmres greal and small
Birds af every kind and feather
Ocean waters filled with iz
Clowds forming in changing weather.

Creator God loeked dovwn that day
And smiled for i was good
He'd planned it all se perfectly

As only owr Father could

The sum way brighily slinning
I’ light gave sight fo man
How awesome is onr Fatler
Ere since the world began.

Jovee (Joy) Harwood Baldwin

HOURS:
M-F 8am-Tpm
Sat. Bam-4pm

Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

Jay iz a resident qf Madizon Coungy, where she mow lvas with har hushand,
Danny Joe Baldwin, She i currently a mamber of MY Zion Baptizt church im
Marshall, NC. As a previows member, she calls Forks af Ry Mizzionary Baptist
Chunch in Weaverville, “home oway from home ™. She iz currently singing with the
Gospel Group "Jonah & Foice ™ ont of Mars Hill, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-
g™ will zoon be haared By many

SAVE UP TO 8,000 ON SELECT IN-STOCK HOMES!
GOING ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31ST!

= - il ol s i o e Sttt o0 B priph Caaceaidar 51 004 8 S s 0 [ et S bod @ Led ol adighin ot Bl i el vy by Seller By sy ikl vl
1t e e n T ey misimeen areurdy & FE il M pnieee vl ol ssfoe fers BT il Vo perttiras @ ekl e ke tvear) ond BY S wilh Fe pedto al b g el e e
: it S ipapmriper | M vl D oo P . e i o

SRS FOH THE FED 184G REARSWE SRI FHIERREM Te “Togos ' | Mg oy sciflle Bor o porSiopeifing Clagfon Formes: Family = o, el [l ) or B purchoe of o ol i ol oo

w by el R L b ol Wi T e pealiliie Foegve Aad wilur o Dy e oenas vl Buigad oo e v B off e e

T P hore r ] b’ obel vl of By reerifve rol i eended 3958000 Boier incoriiee will b S By 5o el of huigr ' cfeee, b oom, o sy dmbrediee o b or Bee, o T blosng B
thE‘E by o ] PR et ittt D et By 1 g of R 00, (] Sl pones v oo sl Seler pord oo ey (et o e e g Sy ) ke, o jeill 8 e o T

et e of e o paciooe, roresdieg o e e purchaond e ol offe len ol i B ol fecllecSiedy Be " iendis [fom™) 1 B preded Soemw orfy sl ol pics -of B foes
Sl el I g Pl i Ml Duyee’ ' il

{EEB} 43‘3'3455 tr el e i chumges, B Incirdive aall be spplid B B B amound of Be regoleded o erder requined edocion of e i el prs Jncertee Dftion G0 and Sen s B ercer neguined Seller ol
S Al S i w Py ey st ey el sl be o o]t s rmee e oee On v of e e e Dk Db 0@ ol i i gl it [od e of Tl Feyed i e ol oewsyEl

'1: 2?6 Humemmt A'H'ﬂl'lu-ﬂ ey e A, et 2 Ryl febare e b s T P b ey e s oy G e m il regrress b npeg B et ot o'y e et BB s O A
wl e il b ket i@l e m el ool om e Ind o Bl e, ol The papeaden date g a i @ e ad o tond B e i P Dea ool B appesest The YERE dehi rad ] B

Mﬂrgﬂntﬂn:l ME 2365 ] i B e ol By oy by by Rl R pursaent | o e B A TS A Seller il delven B W, el cord e Dper eilfer in e - By ol el -5 pekc ofler B bore punfone b
.

. wriplndd ded] Bl D0 ol The i vl fimt® il Sl bt ity o i o e Pin i i ey v e o ot i by’ St Tt P vy’ fuor e ol o vy LGRS, i
claytonmorganton.com T ——
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Sometimes I womy that I'm abways poinfing ot
problems and never offering solutions. One reazon
is that, to some extant, it's probably true. T am zn old
punk rocker from the nineties T grew up on rebellicn
and discontent; always seeing problems, but never
sesking sohifions. There is something spiritual aboat
being discontent in this present zze, but there is nothing holy about rebellion and
apathy. S0 how do we move forward?

First, the Chnarch needs to know who it is. The average Southern Baptist Church
has 340 members, bat only 130 regular anenders, and most Bvangelical denom-
nations are in similar shape. The fact is that most Charches have a lot of lost
people on their rolls, or at least Christians who don't even take their faith sers-
onshy emough to show np oo Sunday.

In Aris 1, Jesus mstructs the Disciples to do nothing umdil the coming of the
Holy Spirit becanse He knew it wouldn 't work withont the Spirit’s power. We
are i 3 similar simanon today, the ooty way to regain poawer mmd vitality in the
Chuarch is 0 make sure we have 3 membsership that is filled with the Spirt. : ' :

Churches mmst exercise Church Discipline, update rolls, and be discerning in f ' A Offering s lor
the membership process. MMembers nmst take ownership, not of their Church, ot . ELUlde]E[u'I!u}tu{:a}h:me
of their place in God’s Church. I'm not talking about the color of the carpet or the Farms, Lots, B Home Sites
vohune of the mmsic, I'm falking sbowt each member faking serionsky their place small or Large Tracts of Land
in God’s Mission to the world throngh the Church T :

Second, we must address the fact that many Christians don’t understand many Timber f Recreatioml Tracts

of the basic tenants of the faith. Wiy is this? Hunfing & Fisking Properties
If vour Chuarch is like most American Churchss, von probabdy don't have o
s Sy o fifineesaf o i DGacEots s e b s, fhe ke
in in pastor
teaches about Christian unity from Meheniah Weert week it's four aspects of the ME]m'Hﬁlnﬂﬂ!Fqﬂt”ﬂInﬁ—ﬁ]Ihm. : m
Holy Spirit from Acts, and the next it's three methods for overcoming temptation mmﬁm]ﬂlmhlﬁﬂf—hm mmm
from Matthew. can help make it your land. Call us. We're the experts, iy e
Yo may not see where I'm going with this, because it probably sounds nomal,
Tt there’s A big problem with what I call “the popoorn approach.” If Discipleship o
happens like this, it"s probably zoing to be accidental because there is no system- Mnmlﬂlmﬂ' L_'jrh" MHI‘“E
atic pipeline for learning biblical truth and applying it to life. There is no patbway 502 West Main Street | Burnsrille, NC 828-682-6109
o maturity becanse a new believer isn't learmimg tath in a way that it builds snd el ; :
leads into practical application for daily life. | A2-30-5054 wwmcarolingfarmeredit.com
Yo may be wondering how we can fit all this mbo 3 Sunday Moming. We

can’t. If is going to fake infentional life-on-life discipleship; the kind of Disciple- . : L : !
ship the Apostle Panl describes in Titus 2 when he instracts older men and women Ag Loans | Home Loans| Land Lioans | apprakals | Financal Plannisg | Ueap losirance | Lik Inamance |Leasng
fo model righteonsness and holiness fo the newt peneration. It kas o be bizmar
than Sundsvs and Wednesdays.

Third, the Church mazst learn to take itself seniously. We are not 2 social chab,
and becanse we have seen ourselves this way for too long, our Charches ars cne
of the biggest factors drving Americans sway foon Tesns. We must leam to live
ok the faith we profess, not o earn salvaton, but out of gratinade for what God
has done for us, and a desire to see the world come to kpow Jesus through us.
Agzin, we are not a social club, we are an armay. We have not come to conguer the

The Medicare Open
ermmmenmem e | Enrollment Period
e | is Oct. 15-Dec. 7
ST w SHIIP can help you compare plans and

make changes that may lower your costs,
Call MITCHELL County Cooperative
Extension at (828) 688-4811 today for an

appointment!

Sie
Thrive

INSURANCE SOLUTIONS
Ellen Hobson

All Appointments are

We strive to help you thrive -
» Medicare Plans Downstairs
* Life

* Employee Benefits
» Telemedicine Plans

NC DEPARTMENT OF

INSURANCE

SENIORS' HEALTH INSURANCE
INFORMATION PROGRAM

Serving Avery, McDowell, Mitchell, Yancey, Burke

551 Burma Rd. West,
g2%- .I.I"'-Un!-.l
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Obedient Heart Fellowship

Only Believe?

By Jim Huszking
MeDowall County

Om fune 30, 1859, a French bom acrobat using
the stage name Charles Blondin siretched a manilla
rope actoss Miagara Falls and walked from the T1.5.
to Canada. After a brief rest, he walked back. Tens of
thousands reportedly watched him.

Om Augnast 17, 1859, Blondin made the same walk
At leact ten thonsand swaited him on the Canadian
side. The crowd cheerad in umison: “Blonding Blondm,
Blondim _.." He raized iz hands for silence and shouted, “T zm Blonding die you
believe in me?™

The throng roared back, “We believe, we belige!™

“T'm going to walk back across, but this tdme I will camy someone oo my back.
Do yon believe I can do it? shouted Blondin

“The balieve, we balieve,” came the fnmderous response.

“Who then,” gueried Blondin, “will be that person™ The response was a deaf-
ening sitence. Ten thousand shouted “we believe.” One voluntesred.

Westemn Christians are divorced from the fact thar the Bible is a Hebrew story,
written by Hebrews, and impoessible to understand without 3 Hebrew perspective.
Hebrew thinking is concrete. It views the world through the senses. Greek fhink-
ing iz abstract. It views the world throngh the mind

This differsnce is critical in the marter of faith. A Greek thinker—any of us—

1116 Rutherford Road = Marion, NC 28752 reads the words: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved” and
assumes that “believing™ is mere mental assent to the “fact™ that Jesus is the Son
828 652-7023 of God. Thousands “believed” that Blondin could cross Wiagara Falls on a oght
Iope CATying somecme on his back.

That kind of “faith” is not even thinkzble in Hebrew. The languaze has no such
word. In Hebrew thought, “belief” requires “obedience ™ A Hebrew could never

OPE]], Mﬂﬂdﬂ}’ - Sﬂhll'dﬂ}" say o Blondin, “T believe that you can walk that rope while camying someone on
vour back™ without immediately clonbing on o be the one camied. Anything less
6:30 - 11am Breakfast is pot “faith” in Hebrew thinking. Jesus® brother, who wrote the book of James,
. nails this concept when he says that faith withont works is dead. He was a He-
1 lam " gpm Lﬂ.[“:ll &' Dmner brew. He understood that God’s people canmot “believe™ withont “obeying.™
fH’TﬂfEi" Hours - Close at 33ﬂpmj Hew strange it is that 20 many “modern Christians™ have comes fo the concle-
sion that “faith in Christ” requites no action whatseever We are: “Smaed by grace
Since 1971, Serving Marion through faith; and that not af yoursehves: it is the gift of God: Not of worlks, lest
and the Surrounding Communities. any man should boast, " but we stop reading at that point and ignore the thun-

. derons implications of verse 10 of Ephesians 2: “For we ane kis workmanship,
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!! |  raedin Christ Jesus unto good warks, which God hath befire ardained that we

L ORTOUR 7. showld walk in them. " OF course, works of obedience have pothing to do with our
e e salvation, but af the same time, salvation by grace is pointless—James says it is
impossible—umless it leads to obedience. 1 Jobm 2:3-2 spells it out: “dnd herely
wa do Enow that we kow i, §fwe beep his commandments. He that saith, T
Enow him, and beepeth rot hiz commandments, iz a liar, and the truth i not in
i

Obedient Heart Fellowship is 3 small group with a simple goal: to know and

obey the Word of God. We believe the entire Bible is both true and applicable to
our lives. We balieve that the instractions for living which God revealed through

Matthew 14:16-11 And Veterans Moses on Mt Sinai were—as He stated many fimes—a permansnt covenant
betwesn God and His people. We believe that Jesus was telling the math when he
said: “For varily I zqy unte you, &2 heman and earth pazs, ore jor or one fiitle
shall m no wise pass from the law, & ail be fiffilled ™ We believe that all who

- claim to follow Christ rost walk as be walked and He walked i obedience to
Bﬂﬂtﬂm Chﬂf pmud}y pmmcf‘s aﬂd pﬂ]mutﬂs The Father s instructions. We do not believe thar & few, onf-of-context verses from
[ . Paul and the Book of Acts somebow imvalidate everything God taught through
——_recycling for a cleaner community Moses, the prophets, Jesus and the Apostles
! :'\, 7 ; 4 "n.} Ny We meet aach week on the Sabbath—the seventh day of the wesk—to worship
- -‘-t_:«-" o\ ﬂI[[l a g['ﬂﬂﬂﬂ[ ﬂﬂw{]ﬂﬂlﬂﬂt. - o A, e Ome who is “The same yesterday, today, and forever,” and to leamn together
Q_:-f"*_ L, _f\" i\ } bow we can do 3 better job of following Him in obedience. Our meeting place is
\ J( Fi I\‘\ ] ,r".' Abba's House at 72 South Main m Mamon, NC. Char meeting time is 10000 AN,
T e "‘3{- - and we always eat together as part of our worship.
: g Cnir dowor is open to all who desire to cultivate Obedient Hearts,
Ask about our ongoing recycling progra

Jim iz the Pasfor of Obedient Hearr Fellowshiip Church in Marion, NC.

and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care | Freedom Life Enterprises:

McDowell « Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freadom Landscaping -

m Hﬁ"ﬂ Commercial & Residential

. SOFT ICE CREAM
Furnishings

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats Meice NeSoTor wsa e ara
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Evergreen Church

Need for Standard

By Fev Joha McoCouoy
Eoan Mounnain, Tennessee

Jamie Miller, CPA

Tam e Lavd, who brought you up ouf gff Egyved o be your
Crod, thergfore, be holy, because I am holy. Lev 11:45 In this
seciion we face the need for a standard, a measuring stck by
which we can distingmish between zood and evil. That is not
easy to do. Modem philosophies tell us that there iz really
nothing hammful that it is onky our pervented thinking which
makes things wrong, and that if we wonld ut change our thinking then awything
and everything is right. But you don't find anything like that in Scriphure. The
BEible tells us that we are living in a world where tmuth and emer are inextricably
mized and that you canmot easily tell one from the other. How do youn tell the
difference before it is too late, before you kave to leamn through somows and =ad-
pess? With these Israslites, His concern was expressed on the physical level — He
acmally regulated their diet. In this chapter, you have dietary laws distingmishing
clean animals from unclean, and warions sanitary practices are included as well.
Wany of these practices have a commonsense basis in staving healthy, God kept 1138 Greanwond Road 2301 Rutherford
his people physically whole through many of these regulations. There was nothing Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Marion, NC 28752
wrong with mamy of the animals which were prohibited to the Israelites as food.
Their probibition was simply to teach a symbaolic lesson even thoush they may
have been perfectly healthy ac fond. In this case it is the symbolism that we mwst
take into account. There was nothing wrong with many of the animals which were
prohibited to the Israelites as food. They were prohibited oaly because the probi-
bitton faught a symbolic lesson. Many of these animals, therefors, were perfectly
alright for food, but were prohibited solely because they taught a symbolic lesson.
It is this symbolism that we are nferested in. We have seen in this book that this
word boly essentially means whole. To be holy is to be a complete person, to
fulfill your lnumanity. A whole person is one who performs the fonction for which
he was orizinally designed. In the case of man, that is for us o belong to God, to

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

‘e

be his image_ It is to be the vehicle for the expression of his life. This is what he
wanis for us. He wants us to be whole and to fulfill our bumanity. That is what
God is after It is not the reliziouns activities vou go throngh nor b moach tme
vou spend in Bible study that God is really mtersstad in He is after the expression
of his character in the midst of where you work, and in your home, snd among
your family and your meighbors and your friends. He desires that the character
which cormes through to others from yon is that of lowve and joy and peace, and of
tenderheartedness and willingness to forgive and forbearance and understanding,
znd of the absence of grdze-holding and bitterness and hatred and enmity. That is
the character of a whole person. So, God says to us, therefore be holy... and avoid
these things that I have wamed you against, for they will but defile vou. Lord,
halp me to take these suidelines seripusly. Help me o be obedient o you and to
offer iy body as a living sscrifice. I long to be 3 whole persen though I live m the
midst of a broken world. Life Application: Secular thinking is largely adnft in the
tarbulent waters of relativity, n stark conirast to the teaching of the Bikle, which
aims at our wholeness, Are we being marared in body, soul and spirt by feeding
on (od's Word?

John MeCoury is pazfor of Evergreen church m Roan Mountam, Tmnessee and
alzo chaplain af Roan Highlands Nursing Center

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Flled For You
mMenday - Thursday B8-5

Friday 82 = ®
[323} 433-1223 - ﬂ E i LA
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

N [H e ; i) ST =Y o~ =
Your Health Insurance EnrolimentiCenter
Providing vou knowledgeable assistance

l}) ]/' e 1"1 ,-i' e 1/' and ligh guality service.
_ . . — E%E“

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

Secky Poteat ;.E;;';ar-._i,' 275 North Main Street * Marion, NC 28752
maen Mol B28.652.1553 local » B88.528.1553 toll free
Contact ene af our knowledgeable agents today

L et us assist you with: * Medicare Annual Enrollment Starts Oct. 15th

* Medicare Supplements * Individual Health Care Enrollment (ACA) Starts Nov. 1st
= Medicare Advantage ;

* Prescription Drug Plans We have been proudly serving Western NC for over twenty years and will always confinne
* Imdrviciual Health Insurance to affer vou quality products and a staff that cares about yon long after the sale.
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No Regrets Family
Discovering My Child's Interest

By Pastor Dean Hopeyoutt
Mirchell Cownn

It iz hard lmving 2 life of “no regrets.” It sepms like

the harder I trv the harder Iife becomes. I am so thankful
Grpd 1= @ gracions God. If the tiree-strike male applisd
to me Iwonld have besp aut & long time ago. It is not
s much the things that I zm domeg that I regret, but the
things I am ot domg that bother e the most.
For example, this tdme “fying™ by Is getiing way out of
hand. The older I zat the less I zet done and the faster mns zoes, [l have 3 pre-
te2n at home and I realize [ need to spend moore thme with kime This is one thing I
s not doing that ITregret [ nesd 1o spend more tme with my soa

Ar mmes it is hard to fod that ope thing thar you really enjoy doing with your
cluld If ivis sports, then that can be easily accomplizhed, You 2o out and play
ball with feems If it is bunting or fisking voun zo to the river or into the woods.

But what about the child whose hobbies or interest are diffsrent than vour own?
Cr the child whose interest you have not discoverad. It is amaring 2t the number
of parants who push their child ot spores ot the child is just not interested
camching a ball

Tast i the past few years Pam and [ were inroduced fo the 4-H club— it is
smazing bow many different interest groups they have for children. They have
sewing, archery, shooting sports, livestock, poultry, rebotcs, and many other
interast hobixes kids love to do. Sometmes vou mast iy a variery of thinzs with
yioar child to see where their inferest lies. It took me a while to Sgure this our. I
qust aszumed sipce T loved spors oy cluld wonld grow up and play in the super
bowl Lol..

I found that when I went to 3 livestock show with “Bufercup”™ my son’s lInn-
onsine beifer we had a grear mune. Mot me and Bumercup, bat me and my famdby
Lol) Twas not nuach of a fannar srowing wp, but oy son loves goeats, cows, and
clickens. His interest bacame our interast. When T went to a shoofing contest with
miv som's shooting club, we bad a great mne. The 4-H shooting clalb lad to my son
giving & speach and being alzcted an officer which bronghs him so mwech joy, [ am
tellmg vou as wmwch joy as my danzhiter scoring 2 soccer goal Iiis all the szme.
Wonld I be as excited for them if their interast weare sewing or cooking” T guess I
will find cut scon, because We are sTEMNE 4 sewing minisoy ar Soow Hill thar I
am very excited about. Cnr womean's Bible sdy group are making baby blankets
for Tr-coumty pragnancy center. and some of our youne ladies will be introduced
o sewing for the verv first tme. Who kpowsT We might find 2 wonderful voung
sexmsiress. and a talent that 8 person never new they bad

The point is to not be afraid to oy pew things with vour child even if they are
nat your interest they may very well be vour child’s. Vou will receive jov out of
seame your child do smoething he Ikes to do. When vou do these things togather
yia both will have a great dme. [tagine bow our Father in beaven feals when wa
nse mar taleats for His glory, Whea we discover what wa are good at and nse it for
Crod's glory we have a sense of puapose and meaning. How wondsrful if is o help
our child discover thedr interest and then teach them to wse those talents for God's
Zreater zlory.

Parapring iz oot 2asy, but it Is 50 rewarding. Warching your children srow inta
rasponsible, loving, apd Christ following adults 1s jov that we can oot descrtbe.
Pam and I are so prowd of our childrew, and we thank Cod that be leaped therm o
ns and trusted ns with their care.

Grod bless vou and we love yow.

Pazror Dean Honeyoun shephards Snow Hill Baprist Church in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached af §25-385-0213, snowlhiilbaptizfaemail com , ar visit thair
wibsite at www showhilbapiist com.

Crossnore School & Children’s Home

Crossnore Ceo Named To North Carlina

Child Well-Being Transformation Council
By Holly Solomon
Avery Cowngy

Crosspore School d Children's Home is plezsed o
srnovnce the sppoteert of Chief Exsasive Officer,
Eren A. Lofos, JD to the Morth Caroling Child Walt-
Bemz Transfommation Coumcil Dofis was appoemsed by
Senztor Plulip E Berger, President Pro Tanpore of the
Worth Caroling Senate. His term hezms on Sepresbar 1
2018 and mans dwongh Fane 30, 2018,

Morth Carolms Houss Bill 630 was enncead in 2017 to establish a regional system of
oversizht aad collaberation within the Departoent of Social Semidces, Thabill created a
workgroup, now knoan as the 2orth Careling Child Well-Bems Transformasion Covn-
il which will develop & plan fior establishing remional offices for the adoinistraton of
socizl services 2t the local level.

The Comwcl will divide it work mio tvo stages. The first staze of tee Covncil's work
will address the regionalizaton of the ouETent cowmety system. “There 212 50 many siate
agencies dealing with the neads of children ™ said Faren McLeod Presidso and CEC
of Benclmarks WC. “The problem is thar these silosd approaches do not address the
needs of the whole child The Coancil will provide the coordination, collaberaton, and
CONMIICETeN A0S ASE0CTe ol TR N e B NN
a2 argaizatons proniding pablic ! '&
servioes fo fese chrldren

The second stzge of e Covm- |
cil's work will address Interagency |
collaboratone. Lofis was appomsed |y
1o tie Conncil to reprasent the '
organizations that provide duese
services o children el eod con-
toned, “Mr Lofis' rale as CED
of Crosswore Schoal & Children’s
Homes grves him incredibles insight
ik what is working and where the disconnects are betareen the systerns that ars nos
serving our childnen 24 well &2 they need to." Thronzhout s temme with the Comil,
Lofrs will e 3 votoe for the people on the sromed servimes Morth Carolina’s children. His
goal for the Conndl s tet the membars will work togather to provide 2 research-based
cpanmn of sendces for these children wheich give themn the best opponunity 1o hezl

Abaut Crosspore School & Children's Home: For micre tuan 100 years, Crosspore
Schoal & Children’s Home bas served children and faniilies throngh growp residenial
services, conumnnity-based family foster care and adopiions. aud onfpatieat and school-
based climes] services. For more information sbout Crossnare Schoal & Cldldren’s
Howme, please visil wirnCrossone o0z,

About Breo A Lofis, T0: As Crosspore’s CEQ), Lodis leads an crgamization dedicated
o growing healtny fivnres for children and fanilies. Undar bis leadership, Crosznore
complessd a capiml carpaisn fo incresse teir endowment in 2015, bl new cottages
oa their Avery Counny campes m 2006, suocessfilly meargad with The Children's Home
in Winstoo-Salem in 2017, and opeped 2 satellide office 1o esrly 2018 to serve the Hap-
dersowville area. Lofis also serves oo mumerons boards znd spesks nadovslly reganding
child welfare. Ha is currenthy Chair of te Board of Tmstees for Banchmarks Wi,

Holly Soelomon iz Direcror gf Communications for The Crosshore Schoal. Sha
Yos: several timmes o week af www hollvharreiforg, and 15 kost and producer af
“Living a Redeamed Life, "' a bi-weekly podoast

iller

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711
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Asl Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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Joys of Prayer
By M= Mpnica Hemleng-Ericz
Mfrchei] Coumy

Local Fids need
Local Fomes

“ONFOD thon @t oy God, earde will Tseek e iy soud
therzrah for thee, miy flesh lonseth for thee i a dry and fursgy
L, whane mowerier B3 7 Paalm 63:1

In 2015, a growp of CHEIST ans gathered every Sanoday
miccming o poay for our area, Thes was also o prepasation for
the Temt Crusade held by Preacher Falph Seoton. The locs-
ton is ourdocrs on op of te hill above the Chevrole: dealer-
ship. THE LORD wanted me to go to that time of praver. There was ouly ons problem. It whao are willing to share their home with a child.
started 22 T-30 am | Beally. . 7:30am 7 And oo Sanwday? So, mov busband Tasown and
Tirezzn attendime. Homesthy, it was a smazzle. . mnd if seemad that Friday's maghes were
the mpet deffenlt 1o gat o dhe bed aarlier Buar amwsy, wa kept goine. 2nd T fomed noyseld 1
lookine forward to goire . even dioush nry flach was arpuime constantly! Bur sommethins HEQUIHEME”TS ARE:
stamed happening. . slowly. [recentdy read a jozmal enoy from that timse, and T had wii-

The Foster Care program is looking for individuals

s this . 3 new begipning for me. . meetns with THE LORD and all of those other « Must be 21
CHPEISTians earty in the mominz! Wiea! There's podiing ke i What a joy!™
We bazan mesting new paogle. . people we normially wonlda't ses. bacause some wavel \ : i
fromn other countes. And what a blessing. _ a tiroe of prayer, a tme of shanns, bears joined ngh School Dlplﬂlmﬂ or GED
tozetier by CHEIST, and & moving of THE HOLY SPIRIT! Cuoe momine was especially ; Sk i
specisl tome. Trwas a cloudy and dark moming. and JTason and T were the cnly ones there. . 40 hours of-preservice training and complete various
Twrote abbour it i ooy jounal: “Tasen and I prayed THE LOFD held back de ram THE i NG
HOLY SPIRIT fell'!! We cried and praved Got back in the car, and it was s if T could not additional trainings

leave! Then here came a flock of gesse fiyims in formaton, corcline the s they landad
and wars aven swinuning somewhar in the large puddles. It was st as raal as W00,
LOBD, saymz, ‘Please don't laxve!” That sbsobuely broke and meled nay hear! That
THE LOR waats to 1weet with “Uinle, evil, wicked mie . wow . how Inmablns!!! Miach

. Valid NC driver's license

tets! Good and clenusing. Refreshing T had been forusing on ‘when te eesaleme, Tcan |+ P85 @ Dackground check
leave " How sad and petty of me! Once T zot ooy eyes oubo TESLTS and HIS Woed, Toeardy
forgot about the geese. How beaurifull!! {THE LORD reminded me that [rush i and cut . Physical- physician approval to provide care

af HIS Presence to offen! LOPT forsmve me! 7)™
T thres years later, we are soll meetng on the hill. . praying.  dhe SrstSahoday of

every mond We never know whar the weather will be. . buzreally itis not miportanr We . Sustainable form of income
have met with a beaumifil summse. | sometmes. with rain aed mobrellas. | and sometimss, )
2 few spow thamies and wind and very cold teperatures. But every fime, THE LIDED luas « LOMm passion ate heart

come HE has nevar Sitad s be there. And we never know whas beantfid thing will hap-
pennext Soifvon want somnething renw and Sech b ovewr walk widy GOD), come the first
Saturday of every mond. Rlestwithve. Pray Watch wheas GOD will dio. _for cur conmty;,

T i therm theat love m: aned thase that sack ma aart shol fird me ™ Dooverbs B 17 For more infermation please contact Mitchell County Foster

Mz, Monica Henley-Eritz, Prayer Coordingtor for the dzzociation " And fam a and Adoptive Program at 828-638-2175
mamber 4f Crabes Chape’ Bapasy ilmwel now, whaes e i fhe ju ;| P :

We cannot change the

outcome, but we can " Miative Cae
af](e(:t the J{]Ufﬂey “your only nonprofit, local, community Hospice”

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
~ Anne Hichardson 828.682-9675
ronnleg@hospiceofyancey.org
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OF EEUHD

CALL NOW

if you are like the more than 38 million Americans struggling to hear more clearly, NOW is the time
to Schedule an Appointment for a FREE hearing evaluation’. Call Now to receive some of our best
savings during our 70th Anniversary Celebration!

Marian Schneider Wendy Watson, BCHIS
Hearing Instremant Specialist ; S
MORGANTOM

828-202-7057

MARION
PN s ., Saite M2

828-237-1973

BURNSVILLE
B W 105 1Y 19

828-548-3569
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tﬁ e NO
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The Value of a Lunch Box

By Marlens Houk
Burke County

Fealm 23.5 Thou preparest a table bgfore me in the
presence of mine enemies. thou anomtest my head with
oll; wy cup runnath over

Buching down the short flight of steps, the seven-
was packing lnnch. “MMom,” he asked, “can I tzke dad's
hmch box todsy?” Glancmg down, his mom notced the battered and dented box
hanging fiom his thumb. “5ure, ™ she said. “Trad liked that box and wsed it often ™
My niece waited patiently in the pick-up line at school that afterneon and watched
her son emerge, swinging the box. A teacher approached. “Hi. He loved opening
his Star Wars lunch box and talking about it to his foends today. Ddd you know
that's a valushle anfigue? Yo could sell it for as moch as § 3000000, You might
want o keep it in a safe place.”

Sometimes we realize the vahie of conmmen objects such as my mece did years
2go when her young son wanted to play with his dad’s favorite lonch box A
recent hmch with nry friend reminded me of this story. As the waitress asked if we
needed a to-go boo, the Holy Spirit nudged me. Char delicions mesl and satisfying
visit with a few tasty morsels packed in o to-go box reminded me of 3 spirital
MEsSSEEe.

When we feast on God’s Word and enjoy the soul-satisfying plezsure of His
presence, we have the privilege of taking those blessings into the day with us. The
Holy Spirit mcks them lovingly in to the priceless and exremely valuable lunch-
box of pur heart for soul-snacking thronzhont the day. As we share with others
thronzhont the day from the abundance of God's table, the rich ouirients from our
fme with the Lord is multiplied omch like Fobm's story of the lad with five loaves
and two fishes (John 6:9-14). Finally, we can eat the dessert of His promises,
fulfilling our palette for the sweemess of His love toward ns! The Bible relates
ml'Ep.iIi‘l‘l.l-Hl feasting on Hiz Word to food in the Bible and the anslopy comes to
liffie 8z we enjoy
an incredible ammay
of physical foods
foday.

Pack inio the
hanch box of your
heart today the
meaty docirines
of the Bible, the
muiTition-packed
vegefables of the
stories that are fll
of the meszames to
make our spiritzal
refreshing sweemess. And, don't forget to safisfy your sweet tooth with the pas-
sapes that are filled with His love and promises.

Wamman's Lunch Box Field Guide is a 514-page book that lists the valoe of
hmch boxes. The 2008 edition lists this Star Trek hmeh box with thermos in
mint condition as § 3,000, Sometimes, we don’t know the value of something
s Ccommon that we don’t see it amvmore. While yon're searching for those old
hinch boxes at the back of the fov bin from 30 years ago, search your hears. And
follow the commend of Proverbs 4:23 to “Eeep thy heart with all diligence; for
ouf gff if are the isswes gf iffe. ~ Protect the lonch box of your heart so that it can be
filled with delights from His Word to nourich and strenpthen yon forever! Share
the poodies in your spirimal hmch box with others so they can pass the goodness
along. Enjoy the lnnch that the Holy Spirit kas provided for you today packed into
the priceless hinchboe of your heart!

Mariene Houk iz a regular confributor to Blue Ridze Christiom Nows. Her passion
iz to delve deeply into the truths of Bible women and to dizcuss those in Bible

Studier called Rackstage Pass to Bible Women. She and her hurband discover jo,
nurfure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenchoukig\belirouth net

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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GRIFEFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ 4 Little Our Of The Way, But ALOT Less o Pay™

Anthonzed Jonseied,
Redmax, & Tevostove
I-]'t"l'lil-t"l

+ Fertilizer » Sprayers

» Chemical » Fence Supplies
+» Garden Seed * Drain Tile

* Red Max weedeaters * Pet Supplies

+» Grass Seed

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58a frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, hirle cinldren, and have evercome them:
becanse grearer 1s he that is in you, than he that is m the

world. 1 John 4:4
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Bits 'n Pieces

Awvery County Events: October 20-21. 2018 -—41st Annoeal Woally Worm Feoti-
vzl in dovmiovm Bamer Elk

Burkes County

Bethlehem Bapfist Church in Morganton NC off of Watershed Bd. We are hav-

ing 3 BEBC) and pospel simping for commonnity onimeach. There is no charge.  First
Samarday in Ocrober 20138 is the date 1006/18 Browm Mountain

Baptist Chnrch in Morganton MC—Fall Pestival on Saturday, Ot 20th starting

gt 4:00pm. We will have pames crafis, food, singing tmnk or treat and a hayride
For more info call 8284487254 or 828-234-2677.

Burke County Chamber

Southem Expo & Markstplace Thursday, MNovember 15, 20018—3:30-5:30 mam-
ber to member networking then 5:30 -7:30 Open to the Public the Waldensian
bl Valdese, NC

MWCSD Foundation—Bears Classic Golf Tovrnament Oct 5th, Capfain Choice
Scramble Check m at 11 am—12:30 pm Shotzun Star Silver Creek Plantation
37500 per person inchedes lanch, dinner, reen fees, gifts, range balls and cart.
For more info contact Heath Huggins at 828-475-0718.

Catawha Eiver Bapfist Association - We are happy to be parinering with pastor
Pandun Maddalz of Victory Baptist Association s he works with pastors in India
o reach commmumities for Fesns. Most pastors in India pastor more than one church
and they walk wherever they zo. They are in nesd of 100 bicycles to help 100 pas-
fors take the Word of God from village to village. The Catawha Bliver Association
is working to meet this need throngh the gifis of clnoches and individuals. If you,
your Chuoch, or Sunday School class wouald like to donste 2 bike (pedals for pas-
fors) please send & check for 580 to CRBA and put on the memo lne “Pedals for
Pastors™. Every dollar collected will be sent to India and will be nsed w purchasa
bicycles. Please send all donstions to 1812 US 70 E., Morganton, WC.

We will be collecting coats this year fo be distributed to those in need m Mew
Yook City. Please bring new or gently used coats (no boles, tears or staind} to cur
CRBA office in Morganton We will collect coats during the months of September
and October and will deliver them to a drop off location in Worth Caroling (Fruit-
land Bapnost Bikle Collegs) who will then deliver {and distribute) them m Wew
Yook, Agam, if you bring nsed coats please make sure they are in great shaps.

Creat Hope Seventh Diay Adventist Church COOEING FOR. HEALTH AWD
TOXY is 4 basic classes for whole food plant based cooking on Mondsys, October
1-22, &00 pm. Food demonstrations, food ssmples, kandonts, door prizes and fun
with Sharmym Mabomey and others! 320 covers all 4 classes. Great Hope Seventh-
day Adwventist Church, 2907 US Hwy 70 in Drexel across from Foothills Thrift
Store Pre-register by calling £28-334-0084.

The AFPEARTMG. Are you ready? A FREE event about end-time Bible prophe-
cies coming October 11-14 with Shavwn Boonstra. Since the begpmning of recorded
fme, cultures across the slobe have predicted the end of our world. As global
nnrest and namral disasters across the plapet build in intensity and frequency,
many are leff wondering if the time is pear Join Shavm Boonsra from the Voice
of Prophecy &5 he explores the noyths and facts that surmound the Appearing--an
event mentioned over 2,500 times in the Bible Great Hope Seventh-day Adven-
st Church, 2907 US Hwy 70 in Drexel across fiom Foothills Thrift Store. Free
Admission, Free stody guides, Fres book!

Morganton Seventh-day Adventist-Buorlke Coanty

FREE Car snd Tmack Show, October Tih-Sunday from 1-4 pm.

Show Location: Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Cloarch. 2187 Tamestown
Foad, Morganton, M.C. 28655 Hosted by ARC-wrwwadvent sorodderschab.com
John Eambards’s personal micro midget will be on display, builr in 1956 and
worked om by Falph Esmbardt. Awcards for “who drove the farthests™

Six Trophy Classes - You Choose: 01d Style Car & Tmack, Mew Style Car & Tmck
Unigue Style Car & Trock, Participant Voting Only, Free Door Prizes

Fumn for the whole family! All are welcome! Por more information, plezsse call
Tohn Fioot at 904-654-2885 - If it rolls.. it shows!

The MMorzanton Seventh-dey Adventist Church's Compmumity Service Thrf

Store. locazted at 402 East Mam Sirest in (Flen Alpine. W.C., iz temporary closed
We are revamping the thrift store and fumimg it mto 3 bontique! When we re-open
wa will be offering menthy wsed [ brand new clothes of all sizes and for all ages!
Az well a5, fomiture snd small bome zoods! Bbore mformation on the grand re-
opening will be announced at 3 later date.
God's Closet - Morzsmfon FREE Shop Day will take place on Sunday, Movembsr
4ih, from 2:00 p.m. unti] 5:00 pm. There will be FREE children's clothing, shoes
and bedding. Mo documentation required. We do ask that all shoppers pay a 51.00
eniry fee.

Teowm of Valdese Held Anmally the second Samndsy in Movember fiom %am o
4pm =zt the Oid Fock School Owver 35 Handmade Crafi Gift Vendors

Eniry 51 or 2 Can (Good Dionation for Burke United Christisn Mimstries First 230
Shoppers will receive a complimentary shopping tofe from the Historic Valdase
Foundation Enjoy an Open House at the Piedmaont & Western Bailroad Muosewmn,
Fefreshments & Door Prizes.

McDewell County

CarePariners: Want to mske a difference. touch Lives, and impact your com-
owmity? If so, seversl Vohmizer opporhnities are availshle in the following
positions! Administrative Dffice Voluntest, PatisntFamily Suppornt Vohmteer,
Beremvement Suppart Voluntesr, We Honor Vetersns Volunteer, Special Events
Volontesr, and a newly added position Pastoral Care Voluteer! For more infor-
mation abont these positions, please confact CareParmers Hospice and Pallistve
Care McDowell Vohmiser Services Dieparoment at 828-652-1318 ext 303, You can
make an everlasong mpact with just a few hours of your fime a wesk! Call today
o leam more!

Cross TUnited Aethodist Church - Mew Comonmity Oufreach Benefits RcDior-
ell Families with Children - Teens for Christ B EA B Closet
(Blaby Equipment and Fesource Closers)

Beginning Wednesday, Angast 1st, 2018 the youth group at Cross United MMeth-
odist Church located at 85 West Cross Smest in Marion wrill lavmch 3 new onst-
reach ministry bemefinne families with children The oumreach will be open the 1st
znd 3rd of the month 4:00 to &30 pm. and the Ind snd 4th Wednes-
days 8200 to 11:00 am. For more mformation or if you are imterested in voluntesr
opportunities call (E28) E03-8790 or email TeensforChrisfBEAR closet@yahoo.

Com.

First Baptist of Marion - Belize Mission Trip Febmary 5-12, 2019 FBC's
relationship with the Baptists of Belize will contome this winter by sending a
mission tesm to work in the westem region of the counmy. Our constrction crew
will confinue work on the Sants Elens Baptist Primary School, belping complete
8 second story addition. The medical team will provide free medicsl clinics to
underserved connmmities near the Guatemalsn Border, where there s a largs
imvmigrant population. Our team will stay i Sants Blens at the Amada Hoeel.
The week will end with toro mehts at San Pedre on the coast. Fands to cover our
mipistry costs are already raised However, each feam member provides their owm
iravel costs, which is estimsted at 51,100 per person, covering airfare, ground
iransporiation, lodging internaticnal fravel menrance, T-shint and most meals,
For more detziled information. promotional fiyers are avzilsble pear the Chapel or
zeg Soott Hagsman A minimomn of 10 persons are needed to launch this mission
imp wath 2 maximum mumber of 25, A valid passport is requited, which shonld not
expire within § months of travel. Begistration Form and 3100

Mitchell Connty

Bear Creek Baptist Church - Women's Prayer Breakfsst Oct 12th _B:am st
DTs
Celsbrate Fecovery

This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program giving hip snd belp for men
women and families suffering from sddiction. Any questions contsct Josh Wiseia
3850041

There will be a meeting every Thursday night with somnecne there to talk o

Alain Street Spruce Fine - Downtown Spmce Pine Greenles Mapping Diay, Oct.
TELD, --Downtown Spruce Pine Antique Festival Oct. 13— Downtown Spruce
Pme Potter's Market, Oct. 13-14,— Cross Street Building Merchamt Trick or Treat,
Ot 31, -Downtown Sproce Pins Small Business Sxturday, Mo, 24— Downtown
Ep:umEEmmms Chriztmas Parade. Mov. 24— Downtown Spmce Pine TRAC
Smdio Tour, Mov. 30-Dec. 2, Mitche]]- ‘fmcevc:rnnILEE For more information
shout auy of these events, call 5PMS =t 828-765-3008.

Afifchell Connty Baphist Association - From Liberty Hill Baptist Clnrch: A Dy
Art of Marmriage by Family Life  Samrday Oct 6, 2018 3:30am~4:30pm Catered
breakfast and lnch prowvided. At the Cross Street Commerte Center ar 31 Cross
5t, Spmuce Pine, MC Hegistration is 33500 per couple Contact Mez Diale at E28-
45740002

Alfifchell Connty Chamber - We ars slzo adding local and reional events to the

Ajrbmb site 5o that visitors seeking 3 place to stay hers in our area cam also see the
ereat events happening that they can take part m! If yvou are ao Aobab bost, you

can also add events!

Tipton Hill High School Stadents—All Smdents and their families are invited
o amend the 2018 Femdon on Samrday, October 27th ar 1:30 pm in Johnson Cioy,
TH at the Depot located at 920 Morth State of Franklin Bd in the new Food City
Store. Please BSVP before Oct. 10th, $20.00 per person to: Paul Bennett st 220

Ridzeview Lane Bakersville NC 2ET05. Call B28-385-0400

Tipton Hill Commuwity Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Couniry Breskfast the first
Samrdsy each month 7-30 — 10:30 am at the old Methodist Charch, scross from

Jerry™s Store. Come join us for bomemade sansape. scrambled eggs. granvy, jelliss,

juice and coffee. Eat in or take-out, all fumds support the Tipton Hill Community

Foundation.

Walk A Mile In Her Shoes Betuwrns! - Spmce Pine Assistant Fire, Chief Mike
Clougherty, and Mitchell County Sheriff, Donald Street, square off to see who can
raise the most money for Walk A Mile In Her Shoes!
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Samrday Ociober §, 2018 in Ceniral Park oo Locust 5t Spmce Pine, WO For
more info contact Beth Davis at 828-765-2015.

Yancey Connty

Parloway Flavhomwe - The Complete Works of Willkam Shakespeare (ghridsed)
[Fevized] 1= & delightfiol romp featuring all 37 of Shakespeare’s plays, meant to be
perfonmed in 97 mirates. by thres actors. Fast paced, witty, snd physical it's full
of laughter for Shakespeare lovers and haters alike. Tickeds are available now at
parkwayplayhouse.com, or by callimg 823-682-4285. Ending om Oct. Gih,

Hizzins Memorial Ezimos Training . Treining for the Kaires Walk at Mountsin
“Wiew Cormectional facility starts Augnst 18th. There are three traimng Saturdays
and participants mast do two of the three. This is 3 desperate plea to have more
people from our cloarch sign up o participate. Without more help we will have to
seyverely limit the number of inmates that we can bring the love of Fesns Christ to.
The walk will be October 18-21. For more mformation contact Tion Swaim st 284-
0299 or Peirce Bmgham at 208-0200 _

Shoals Creel: Baptist Church - Oct &, 2018 ATM TRUE ben's Conference
10am fo 3pm (I will send you 3 fiver in another email) Sundsy Oct 21, 2018
Prayer Shawl Ministry Soup and Salad Fundraizer immediately following the
morming worship service {more info oo our FBE page), Fall Festival Oct 27, 2018
4 to & pm, Wed. Ot 17, 2018 WhILT meal with guest Paimick Ballard of BMonn-
taineer Minisiries- be will play, sing. and share about his assisted hving facilities
minisiTy in Western MC- love offering to be received.

Maviand Community College - Allen Cook Director, Mayland Smsl] Business
Center (B2E) T68-1205

Class One: Bosiness Buildmg Tips from a Local Master Potter (2 Hiours)
Exztshlizhed local artists. Fom Ellenbogen snd Febecca Phonmer have been swc-
cessfully opersting “The Barking Spider Pottery™ in Penland for ower 40 years.
In this class, explore topics such as establishing cradibility, recond kesping, tax
considersions, insurance sirategies, business practices, operafing & co-Operahive
gallery, creating your own crafts show and nmch more!

26, W, 530-T30 pm.

Fes Waived Ellenbozen

TRAC Art Besource Center, Spruce Pine 8287661205

Class Two: Marketmgs Your Art (2 Hoars)

From the Asheville Fiver Arts District, successfinl sindio ovmer and professional
artist, Matt Tonumey is well known for creaing bematiful handmade baskets. In
this sevwinar, Matt will share marketing technigues that will create new Customers
£nd build sales.

1v3, W, 5:30-730 p.m.

Fes Waived Tommey

TRAC Art Besource Center, Sprace Pine 828 766.1295

Class Three: How to Find Your Customers (2 Hours)

Who are your customers and bow do yon find them™ This class will cover lo-

cal area maffic count data and trends related to the types of oostomers that will
frequent your business. Class will apalyze tourists, seasonal residents, and locals
buying habits and trends. This data will ensble you to determine your buying cos-
tomer snd build & customer profile from which to effectively operate and market
your stadio.

110, W, 530-T30 pm

Fe= Waived Cook

TRAC Art Besource Center, Sprace Pine BX8. 766.1295

Class Four: Artist Bookkeeping Basics (2 Hours)

Gain insight into the best bookkeeping methods fo manaze your smdio business,
CPA_ Fenneth Beam will discuss best practices for financial manazement and
Varons accounting options to fit your siyle of business.

117, W, 530-730 pm.

Fes Waived Beam

TRAC Art Biesource Center, Spruce Pine 828 7661295

Class Five: Arf Business Tax Guide (2 Hours)

Understanding taxes can be 2 challenze for many business owners. This seminar
will focus oo common tax requirements for artists. CPA, Alicia Sisk-Mormis will
halp you mske sense of it all.

124, W, 530-7T30 pm.

Fes Waived Sisk-Morris

TRAC Art Besource Center, Sprace Pine 828.766.1295

DIGITAL MAREETING AND SALES CLASSES:

ZHELP! Social hedia Markenng for Beginners Lunch & Leamn (2 Hours)
Explore the ever-changing landscape of social media marketing while enjoying a
lizht honch. The basics of Facebook for business will e covered with step-by-step
instroctons for set-up. Instagram. YonTube, and other social media platforms will
also be analyzed from 3 soall business owner perspectve. Find out when to post,
proper nse of kashtars. and how to boost content in this information packed class!
925, T, 12:00-2:00 p.m.

Fea Waived Fobinson

Eumsville Town Center, 828 . 766.1205

Starimg Your Business on eBay: The Basics of Selling (2 Hours) NEW!

During thiz fast-paced ssszion leam best practices to wse when seffing up an sBay
socount, listng items for sale, taking payments, shipping apd mch more! Top-
ics will include eBay appraizals and research, registening your account, Writing
descriptions that s=ll, shipping tips, and pricing philosophies that will make you
an eBzy Top Bated Seller! Tanght by cernfied eBay specialist and top ramed seller
Mick Hawlks!

104, TH, 1:00-3:00 pom.

Fee Waived Hawks

Mitchell, E2E.T66. 1205

Building Your Business on eBay: Tips to Build Sales (2 Houors) WMEW!

This session is for mdividueals who want to establish 3 contingal retail presence
on eBay. Topics m this class will inclnde staring and growing sn eBay bosiness,
finding merchandise to sell, creating professionsl stngs, marketing your tas:-
ness on eBay, managing active lisongs, resolving issues, and growing your eBay
basiness. Gain “iricks of the wade™ from 3 top rated seller!

104, TH, 3:00-5:00 pom.

Fee Waived Hawks

hibchell B28 766.1205

The Baby Equipment and Resource Closet { B E.A R ) st Bast Asheville United
Methodist Clnarch reaches owt to families that are stmzgling to provide basic
necessifies for their babies and small children Tterns such as clothing, shoss, haby
equipment, bedding, dizpers, and hygiene products are provided for fres to ex-
pectant parents, single parents, foster families, grandparents raising grandchildren
and any family in need.

If you have 2-4 hours of free time a month, 3 love for children and a desire to
mmprove the guality of life for sougeling families, the East Asheville BEA R
Closat imvites you to join our oumesch minisoy and mission B E A B Closst is
open the 2nd and $th Mondsys of each month 4:00 p.m_ to §00 pm.

E=st Asheville United Methodist Church 48 Browmdale Foad Asheville {off
Hwy. 70 near the VA Hospital)

Volhmieer oppormnities consist of greeting clients, assisting with paperwork,
equpment. For more information please call Cheryl at 230-1071. We also
welcome you to visit the website at wanw bearcloset.org, or stop by and visit the
BE AR Closet during business hours.

NOTES

PAPPY'S

GUNSMITHING & BACKWOODS LIVIN’

IDisabled
Veteran
Chened and
Operated

* Full Service Gunsmithing
* Dutch ovens

* Survival foods & more

* Essential oils

* Qutdoor cooking systems

56 Stardust Ed, Suite @ « Burnsville, NC 28714

(828) 536-5250 - pappy@backwoosds-Tivin. com

warw. brenews com
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Funny Farm

szid matter of factly, “Iot 3 problemm. I°11 just pat it in 4-wheel drive lock deam

the wheels and move it our™
BEAR CREEK BAP']'\IST I 'was immediately insulted. . "What, do you think I don’t have it in 4-wheel
drive? Do you really believe I am that stupid™? ™" Abwrays the teacher, he agaim
smiled that crooked grin, feoked at me over his glasses, and remarked, “Well, we
know you've had challenzes with 4wheel drive in the past™ Oh sure, now he's
CHURCH e e e S e
mounimin, thinking I had it in 4-wheel drive and didn't!

I was greatly relieved that my friend didn't disown me; delizhted that has
renowned sense of optimism remainsd intact. Somehow he alwayvs gives me hope

Welcomes You to o L erahdydk s B, el ' car e

AWs Well that Ends Well
2 Yesh yesh vesh . we srived home to find T
W had failed to engage the 4+whesl dove AGATH!

GEFREE @.
] It took Famer Doug approximately 3 % mimtes
Thurﬁday s at T:Dﬂpm to dislodze his tractor and trailer from the quick-
s sand that WAS our lower lot. But, always the
gentleman and friend, be remarked. “Pollard, ev-
ery bit of advice I give to vou comes from havimg
made lots of mistakes. So don’t feel bad, I've done
exactly the same things and then some!™
What 3 friend . . what an encourager. . what 3
farmer. But, [ am still Farmer Clint. . .and be's
nota !

Humbled in the Hills,

Fammer Clint

Hope & Ha@ from
Addiction Through Christ

David

WHEELER

NC SENATE

wheelernc.com

Do you want this man to have more power?

« Supports cutting $50 million from kid's lunch program (SNAP)
= Voted to eliminate scholarships for fallen veterans' kids

* Refused to help our people get access to health care.

» Refused to propery fund our schools.

Someone who cares about our families.

» Wants to get teacher pay to top 20 in U.S. by 2020
« Restore and expand scholarships for our
fallen veterans’ children.
*Expand early childhood education.
* Properly fund rural health care and hospitals.

David ¥Wheeler

Paid for By Whealor for NG
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The Fitter-Fatter of Raindrops

By Timotiy W. Tron
Burke County

‘The pitter-patter of raindrops on the deck oursade the porch
called to me. Donning nyy camouflage rubber boots, rain vest, §
and all-weather wide-brimnmed hat T grabbed moy walking 3
staff and headed for the woods. The skies were dark even in
the middle of the day. All around us the radsr mdicated dark
green the sion of hesvy rain. The renmants of Hamicane Flor-
ence were finally upon us.

The worst was yet to Come.

East of us folks had alresdy dealt with this storm for over tvo days. Massive Sood-
g and torrential rains were continning. Here in the mountains, we were just getting
started.

As my footsteps camied me deeper info the forest, overbead the canopy zave me
shelier. I arge drops wonld occasionally splatter on nry brim bringing a refreching
sprinkle to oy chin. The cresk was already swollen buf not remarkediy so. The meetops

My footsteps camied me on, like the water fiowing past. My mind berame adnft

Those aarly memories began to Hood nry mind.
our family bad decided o go exploring the ever-mysterions “Battle " a5 e
had abarays knoam it As kids, we never koew the truth of its name. The stories that had
been handed down over the centuries were fiom stories created by artifacts found when
grandpa had plowed the field for planting. It was when the bottom plow pulled up boo-
ken shands of pottery and spear points, the sounds of deose ancient tmbesmen footsteps
conbd be heard once more. It was a low kand piece of pasture that bordered the banks of
the Wabash Fiver in Posey County on the edze of the farm where we called home. The
swollen mover kad claimed mnch of the lower reaches along its esnuaries, =0 the family
smply wansed to see if it too were tnder water.

When we smved the water was 8 milky, browm It swirled ahout the Tees like
ancient warriors seeking a hiding spot from which to shoot deeir srrows. 3y fxther
had me safely perched upon his shoulders. From my vantags point. Toould see the rest
of the family. They waded sbouat in the muarky water as if seeking something they had
lost; yet, nothing was found. The sround they had known was now enmulfed by Sood
lezs brmed o seek that spinning fuidness.

“Let me walk,” noy mind can recall me saying to ooy father

“Mo, it"s to0 deep.” be wonld answer.

‘The rooment wpon bis weary shoulders must have cansed him to give in, because
the next thing I remember, [ was walking in the coldness. The water sent shivers up
nry spine. His hand fiomby praspime noy own. The few steps taken had been encugh to
quench my desire. for not long afrer, IT'was back up on top of ooy father’s shomlders.
Incide a sick chill lingered At that point, all I could think shoat was being back msids
Grandrms’s kitchen by the wanm wood stove.

Mot many days afier that walk, oy little body would sucomnh to poenwmonia. It was
then [ leamed about solitariness. Alone in the plastic oxygen tent in the children’s wand
of Desroness Hospits]l ooy frail, child body weould slowly battle thet near-fats] illness.
There slone for what seemed like days, I woald yeam for smyone to come spesk o
me. The wears of loneliness offen were whar cried me to sleep. Early one moming or
evening [ know not which, oaly that the light of day was fading, there appearsd a
Gmare at the foot of myy bed. I never made out his fonm through the anclear plastc, only
that someone was with me In bis presence. the emptiness tt had besn before sesmead
to evaporate. A wanmth of lowve washed over myy soul as if ancther spinit had emveloped
nry litthe being. From deat pomt forward. I newer felt alone again.

Since that time hack when Twas barely nwo yesrs old, He hes comforted me in my
darkest vours agaim and again Even when I tried roy best to mn from Him He mever
left moy side.

The fesling of the Holy Spirt had wrapped his anms around me and once more, this
evening oo myy walk, I was reminded of that special time in ooy life.
wihat they cannot find m places which cammot fill their void of emptiness. It is as if they
couatimee 1o fiounder m g finidness from whence they canmot escape. Like water, we can
either choose to sink or swim. It is our choice. Crr spinial Life is no different; we have
& chpire.

Jesus told his disciples. “And Ty umte you, Ak, and it shail be gnan vor; seek,
and we shall find, Enock, and 5t shall be opened wuio you. For evaryorne that asketh
recenth; and he that zeeketh findeth, and to him that bwocketh it shail be openad ™

My friends, ke fe Life-line be has given vou Don't think you can go & alons,

‘Water is an amazing propeny. When we drink it, we are made well. Too mwuch of it
and we can drown. Spinitually, we can be Baptired i it and made anew, once we have
foumd salvation in Fesus Christ Thers is no other substance on earth that can compare
ar replace wheat it can do for us. Like Jesus, there is nothing o which can compare of
replace Him.

“This evening, the pitter patier of mmdrops f2ll apoumd me and once more I am made
wihaole.

Come what mey, even tondght should the tespest imfold upen ns, His mency shall
Zive us comifort, even m our derkest hour

Thanks be o God.

m Matiomaide'

to help protect
your many sides.

AUTO | BUSINESS | FARM | HOME RETIREMENT

BURNSVILLE

SPFRUCE PINE sassociates
(828)765-2T90

MHEWLAND

(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE

(866)346-4202

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com
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Timothy B Thom lhees in Collettoville, NC. with kiz fimeily. He i the farmer
Director qf the Thail gf Faith in Faldere, where he still volunteers and heips with
tonrs. He now teackes Motk full tima arf Watauga High School in Boone. He 15

the urhor qf o mew Christian serfes, “Children af the Light, ” with the first book
baing, “Bruecke to Heaven, " and kis recant book, being the second, “The Light in
the Darkmess. ™ He iz an acfive Mlogger, artist, and musician. ITmoifhy also has a
BIEE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker. He can be reached at twtroni@iive.com

KATHY WOODY YOUNG
Mitchell County School Board

Kathy Woody Young i a candidate for Mitchell
County School Board. She is a graduate of
HumanrghEdm "I'[l.l'gl'ﬂs:']ﬂ]ﬁlsl:i

for Mitchell County, = well has budget and
finance operalions.

=hie & a member of Bear Creek Baptist Church where she has alfended
her eniire le. She is married to Mike Young and they have two children,
Chriztopher Young; owner and operator of Pioneer Cabinets; Amber Young;
Phyeical Education teacher at Gouge Bemeniary School. Both are college
graduates and producis of Mitchell County Schools.

Young's passion for children and love of Mitchell County are her reasons for
runming. Her goals as a Board of Education Member ane: Academics are the
number one prionty, all stedenis chould have the fools they need to learn
and be succeseful, accountability for everyone and ensuring ihat money

iz speni where i i supposed fo be, schools that are award winning Bke
neighboring counties and feachers who have the resources fo do thedr job
efiecively.

Other areas of imporiance are implementing STEM [Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathemalics) and DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
fion} programs at the Kindergarten level and beyond. Young also wants fo
confinue funding and usage of 1:1 in all schools a5 well securing funding
andior grants o supply tulors as needed for MTSS (Mulii Tiered System of
Support) for etudents who academically need supportin Tier 2 & Tier 3 in
order fo be succeseful.

Paid for By candidate.
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

In the Wale of Florence, Pray for North Carolina

With feoded homes, mudslides, casualtes, thousands without power, and over one million people ordered to evacuate their homes
indefinitely, Hurmicane Florence has devastated the great state we all call home. While we were blessed in Western WNorth Carolins to ex-
penence less rain and damage than expected, every loss is painful and as we are called in scripiure, we can mown alongside those moarn-
ing devastating loss of possessions—and far more importantly, the loss of loved ones. I am praying for each and every person affected by
thiz homicane, and T will confme to pray for the besutiful state of Morth Caroling.

In the waks of disaster, it can he difficult to determime howr to belp and where to interreds. In recent days I've had the oppormmity to
visit Eastern Morth Caroling and visit with first responders and families from the sumroundmg area. They are deing incredible waork, all
puiting their oam lives on the line to help our state and commanities recower. In this time of need, it is essenfial that everyone pitch n and
help and sp many have steppad up to the plate. I"m zrateful for them

Ag Christians, we are called to serve and care for those in need, loving one another as we wish to be loved. As we recover from Har-

202-225-6401 ricane Florence, let us all be quick to serve — lending a helping hand, a warmm mezl, or even an encouraging word. 1 Peter 4:10 says “Each
www.mesdows bouse zov  of vou should wse whatever gift vou have received o serve others, as faithfial stewards of God's grace in its various fornms.”

Please continne praying for the wonderfol people of Worth Caroling and South Caroling as they recover from the storm’s damage.
Hiow, more than ever, we can be proud of the great state we call bome. With God's zrace, we will recowver.

NC Senate District 47

A the Movember election approaches, in addition to looking carefully at the candidates who will be on the ballot, thete are six pro-
posed Constfutional smendments to consider. [ have explained, in prior updates, four of the proposed amendments (balow) and whny I
believe they are good for our state and why [ intend to vote For them,

1. Constimfional smendment protecting the right of the people 1o imt, fish, and harvest wildlife

2. Comstimitional amendment to strengthen profections for vicams of crime; to establish certain sbsolute basic rights for victims; and o
enzure the enforcement of these rights.

3. Constimtional amendment to reduce the income tog rafe in Morth Caroling to 2 maxinnum allowsble rate of seven percent (7%a).

4. Constimfional smendment to reguire voters to provide photo idenfification before voting in perzon.

I also support and will vote For tao additional smendments:

5. Constimtional smendment to chanpe the process for filling judicial vacancies that ecour berween judicial elections from a process in
which the Governor has sole appointment power to 3 process in which the people of the State nominate individuals to fill vacancies by
way of 3 commission comprised of appeintees made by the judicial, executive, and legislanve branches charged with making recom- Sen. Ralph Hise
mendations to the legislanme as to which nominses are deemed gualified; then the begislature will reconumend at least two nominees 1o Ralph Hise@ncles net
the Governor via legislative action not subject fo subsmnatorial veto; and the Govermoer will appoint judges from among these nominess. 9197333460

4. Constimtional amendrent to establish an eight-member Bipartizan Board of Erhics and Elections Enforcement in the Constitotion to ol
administer ethics and elections Law.

Gov. Boy Cooper opposed these two amendments and filed lawsaits in an effort to block vwoters from deciding on whether to change
the process for filling judicial vacancies and whether to establish an eight-member Bipartizan Board of Ethics and Elections. However,
the MC Supremes Court wpbeld a lower court's ruling agzinst Gov. Boy Cooper’s suit to stop the public from voting on amendments 1o
their Constitation.

The adicial Appointments amendment would empower voters to nominste candidates to fill padicial vacancies and end patronage
Judicial appointments. Governor Bev Perdue. on her last day m office in 2012, appointed four individnals to the state’s second highest
oot &5 special Superor Court judzes. These four people worked for her and had no judicisl experience.

Additonally, the faodicizl Appointments amendment would authorize a pon-partisan menit conumission, appointed by the Chief
Tastice, the govemnaor and the General Assembly, to evalnate those nominess and rate them based on their professional gqualificatons
and mernit; would direct the General Assembly to review the qualified nominees submmitted by the noopartizan commission and forward
at least two nominees o the governor for consideration; wonld provide that the governor will sppoint the nomines he or she considers
most qualified to serve a provisional judicial term; and would require the appoeinted judge to stand for election following the govermor’s
apprinmient in ordet to contimie holding the judicial office.

The Erhics and Elections amendment would establish an eight-member, bipartisan board o admdnister Morth Carolina’s ethics and
elections laws, free from the influence from the legislative, executive, or judicial branches of state government. Memwbers of the bipar-
fizan board wonld be appointed by the povemor based on recommendations from lerislative leaders of both parties. Mo more than fonr
members of the board could be repistered with the zame political party, ensoring that ethics and elections enforcement is not encomm-
bered by pariizan politics.

I bope yvou will join me in voung “For” all six proposed constiutional amendments on Election Day. As always, please share your
thoughts with me on issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hise@ncleg net or calling me at #19-733-3460.

Record Numher uf.Tldgu, "Iumus Confirmed

Although Augast is usnally a slow time in Washington, the Senate has been hard at work this year to carmy out the work the American people sent us hete to do -
despite historic obstructon from our fiends across the aisle. Tust this month, the Senate confimmed fifieen lifetime appoinmments to the Jadiciary and several dozen
executive branch nominees. Some of thess positons inclode appointments to the Pederal Reserve, the Securities and Exchange Conumission, and the U5 Treasury's
Imtellipence deparment Mot bad for a month when the Senate is usually not in session.

To date, the Senate has confirmed sixty-eight judicial nominess — forty-twe district cowrt judgzes and twenty-six cirowit court judees — in addition to 1.5, Supreme
Court Justice Meil Gorsuch. And next week, the Senate Fudiciary Commirmee will begin bearings for the nomination of Judge Bret Kavanaugh o sarve on the Supremsa
Court Although I do not sit on the Tudiciary Committes I look forward to following the hesrings clossly and hearing Tudgs Kavanaugh's rationsle and points of view.

Ewen thongh obstructionists have fought teoth and nail to slow down and stall consideration of many of these hizhly gualified nominees. the Senate has camied on
the work of making sure our courts and crifical executive branch positions are filled with the best possible individuals. The work we've done this Angst will impact
the 115, jndiciary for decades to come, which is wihy it was so crucial to stay in Washington vmti] it was finished. Under the Constitetion, part of the Senate's duties are
to provide “advice and coasent’ for such nominees, and we will continee doing our job.

OD BLESS AMERICA
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MENT PAGES
NC House District 118
Madison Comnty libraries recognized as best in nation

Library Joumal recognized MMadison County Public Libraries (MCPL) as the 2018 Best Small Library in America.
Fead more abowt MCPL's recomnition at KHG.

Legislators receive Florence briefing
The Govemnor’s Ofice has acovared the Morth Carolina Dhsaster Felief Fund for donations to suppont Mot Carolina's response to
Hurnicane Florence. Wisit rebuildne gov or text FLOREWNCE to 20222 to donate fo the WC Dizaster Belief Fund.

Rep. Michele T). Presnell

919-733-5732

NC Senate District 46

Crer the lzst month Democratc actvists, incloding Governor Cooper, filed a fhary of lawsuits to try m stop you from ever weizh-
ing in on popular constitional amendments like VWoter ID and lowening the maxinnum income t@x rate.

I'm happry to report that this week, the Morth Caroling Supreme Court rejected these absurd legal attacks, ending the Demaocrats' at-
tempis fo get an activist judze fo prevent the amendments from appearing on the ballot.

It's now ap to you to decide if you want o join 34 other stares i requining ID when voting To me, the policy just makes sensa - yon
have to show ID for a whole bost of minor ransactions, and you should have to do the same when decidng on who will govem the
couniry. And last month, federal suthomties charged 19 foreipn nationals with voting illegally.

Yo'l also be sble to weizh in oo lowernng the maxionmm income tax rate in our state consttion. This year's income tax rate is
5.49%, and it's dropping to 5.25% next year, but the ConstimtGon permits the rate to be as high as 10%. The General Assembly pro-
posed lowenng that maxinumm rate to "o, [ think it's & good idea to prevent a ream to the days of spendthrift politicians, high taxes,

and mmlti-billion dollar deficits by lowernng the madmuom tax rate. Sen. Wamren Dianssl
Woter IDY and the incomve tax cap are just two of the six proposed constitutional amendments that you will now have a chance to vote Warren Daniel@incleg net
om this fall. The six amendments are as follows: 9]19.715-T823

1. T require woters to provide photo identification before voting in person.

2. To reduce the income tax rate m Morth Careling to 2 maximmum allowsble rate of seven percent (7%a).

3. To protect the right of the people to bunt, fish, and harrest wildlife.

4. To strenzthen protecions for victims of crime; to establish certain sbeolute basic nghts for vicims; and to ensure the enforcement of
these ri :

5 Ih;%‘l;]jshan eighi-member Hipartizan Board of Ethics and Elections Enforcement in the Constitution to adoumister ethics and
elections law.

§. T change the process for filling judicial vacancies that ooour betwesn judicial elections from a process in which the Governor

has sole sppointment power to 4 process in which the people of the State pominate individuals to fill vacancies by way of 8 commis-
sion comprised of appointees made by the judicial, execntive, and legislative branches charged with making recommendations fo the
lezislature as to which noniinees are deemed qualified; then the legislature will recommend at least two noouness to the Governor via
legislanive action not subject to gubematorizl veto; and the Governor will appoint judzes fom amonz these nominess.

These policies are very popular which is wiy the Democrars did everything in their power to prevent them from ever appearing on
the hallpt. Mow that their ridicnlons legal challenge has finally come to an end. it's time for the people to vore on how they want their
state to be mm.

I believe that every one of these amendments is of viml importance to Morth Caroling and I'm confident that the voters will agres.
Below my sipnature is a helpful chert that explains hoar the amendments will sppear on the hallot along with a description of what the
smendment would change.

Az always, if my office can be helpful to vou in dealmg with state government, plesse don't hesitate to contact me or my staff

* Hazardous Tree * Hedge Trimming
Removal * Hemlock Wooly

* View Clearing Adelgid Control

* Pruning * Landscaping & Grading

= Chipper Service * Retaining Walls

* RBucket Truck Service

Certified Arborist * Insured » Free Estimates

enigMisheai0ters (328) 467-1113
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Spooky Meadows

SPONSORED BY CITY OF MORGANTON
PARKS & RECREATION

-

FOR ALL AGES
When: October 26™M-27""
Location: Catawba Meadows Park
Time: 7:00pm — 10:00pm
For More Info Contact: 828-438-5350
Hayrides Provided By Valley Hills Antique Power Club
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Toe Biver Arts

Toe River Studio Tour
The Journey Continues

By Kate Groff
Mitchell and Fancey Counties

The mountains of Yancey and Mitchell Coumties of
Western Morth Carelina are bome 1o soone of the top art-
ists in America. And twice a year, Toe Biver Ars honors
their talent and the area in which they choose to live and
work with a premier studio tour showcasing their work.
For a guarmer of a century, local arists have opened their sdips, demonstrated
their talent. and offered up their hospitality. The first weekend in Diecember is a
fitting way to mark the holiday season, to
get out in the crisp late f2ll air and enjoy
wheat residents slresdy know abour the Blue
Fidge monntains—ihe clear Toe Biver,
curves in the roads, the likelihood of finding
something different, something that speaks
io this out of the way place. Arfists in the
o counties will welcome visitors to their
studicos for an entire weekend of browsing
and aying.

Each year the tour kas grown—ifrom the
original 13 artists back m the early #s, to
now over 100 This year’s tour boasts 103
partcipanng artists, 2 open stadios, and &
galleries.

Glass smdios sparkle with ormaments,
sculphares, vases and bowls, goblets and
glasses—blown, fised and Aameworked.

Potters show off trays, jugs, mugs,

Best Food
and Prices!

Serving at Mayland
Community College
Mon.-Thur. 11:00am-12:30pm

828 678 338 394 East Main St.
- - Burnsville, NC

files, baking pans, fonntains, bird

houses, sculptured forms, ceremondal (7)
pieces, dinnerware, even a bathroom
sink. They come in stoneware, raku,

serfa

wood-fired  earthenware, Majolica,

and porcelzin. If wood makes the heart
pound, carving, forniture, umed wood,
inlaid wood, painted wood, or ant made

with materials gathered from the woods
seill definitely keep t besting. And all FURNITURE J COMPANY

the jewslry. It lizhts up a room with IR

refiactions off precious stonss, pearis, ‘Whirlpool
copper, brass, silver, and zold People
who need something above the couch,
in the kitchen, down the siwell con. | GENERAL E3ELECTRIC
chose from photosraphs, pencils and

charcoals, oils, watercolors, acrylics, rr.‘ F F i o o & a g
silkscrean and paintings on kandmade

paper. Textiles are covered in hand- L
spun yarns, hand-woven fiat poods,
sculpiared dolls, and gamments pieced,

painted, and stitched. There ate soaps
and scenfs and some things that maly
make one wonder, “How did they do
that™ Each tour is nnigee. Some artists
hawe participated in all. Others come
and zo with the seasons. And if vou
can't get to it il and you won't, don't
worry, There's another tour the first
weekend in Juns.
Bright studio signs point the way from
studio to stodio, from gallery o gallery,
from one mnique work environment
o another, And a fiee 40+ page full
color gnide directs yon to each The
four stans on Friday, Movember 30 at
10am. Ar 5pm the artsts close their
doors and bead over to the Spruce
Pine Gallery for a Mest-the-Artist frae
recepiion at 5. 30pm_ The comnnmity i
mmvited fo stop by, shake 3 hand or tao,
share 3 glass of wine with 2 new or old
friend and plan their reute for the next
taro days when stodio doors open at
10-00am and stay open anfl 5-:00pm.
All the information will be available
at the website, www toeriverants.org by
end of September The guide will be
available in Cctober. For more infor-
mation, email rac@itoeriverarts.ong of
call 828 682.7215.

Kate Grgff = the Programs Coording-

odds
JOTUL

evs % Broyhill

We Have Factory == Lﬁl1¢

Trained Technicians La@s oy

www.peoples-furniture.com
Paipkinhoaigsin, iy 274 OAK AVENUE » SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLIMA 28777

PHOME (828) 765-5557 * FAX (828) 765-5558

www. bremews . com
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Morganton First Baptist Church

Peace: A Settled Assurance

By Pastor Dan Qurolio
Burke Couny

As I sit dowm to pen this article. many have just endhered a very
diffimit time with haricans Flarencs. Those who bve in the easem
part of our stare and in Sowth Caroling heve hatded simmificant Ioss and
devastation, some even bearins the boss of loved ones. Floodwasers
are s6ll on the fise, caasing the restoration eforts o be hindsred 3s crews are unable to
miake it méo the devastated areas. Officials ame wmeensin mrarding how lons poser will be
onat. Trazically, booters are taking advantage of tose who have lost so much or have been
forced to evaonate. Witsmat a doubt, this stomm has had a3 devastaing effect on the lives of
many people.

Regamdiless of the challenges that mdivicimls have faced, are Song and will contivne
o face, the Bible eaches that believers can have 2 sestled calumwess of spirit, even when
ciroemstsnce aroumd them wrould seermn i dicate otherwise. In fact, this sense of peace is
not cndy possible; it i expected. The Bibde teaches three types of peace. all of which are
vizal for individnals today.

1. Spirinas] peacre — Fiomans 5:1

Until & person is first ssttled i his stemal relationship with God, he will never experi-
ence peace. Fomans 5.1 eaches, “Therglbee bemg jresifad I i, we have peacs with
God tfeough our Lond Jesws Cheisr ™ This is dhe peace that comes when a person places
his comaplete confidence in the fmished wiork of fesus Chnst on the cross. God udicially
declares that person righteons (ustfied), tms grantne the believer spiritual peace. Mo
longzer an enerwy of God (Fomans 5:10) and no longer one oo whom God's wradh pres-
eathy abides (Toln 3:35), de believer experiences a changed relafionship and &= at peace
with God the Father, Wothing can ever change this standinz for the believer; i is etemal in
ity mesfime
2. Imtemal peace — Jobhm 14-16

As Jobe 13 conchades, Tesws tobd His disciples some tooubling news: He was aboot to
depeart fiom thern amd o o 2 place where they conld not irmmsdistehy follow Him Spesk-
ez on hebslf of the other disciples, Peter eopressed his confinsion over this stasment and
even bezan to question and argee with Him. Jesus addressad the disciples with the fanmliar
wiomds, Lar wot yore hemt Ie toubiiad. ™ In other words, stop allowing your minds o
be filled with such torrocil nd comfiasion. T spesks of @ heart that is finll of ardety. The
sohzion for such a mind = mostin God . Jesns stated. “Te baiteve in God, baliove also i
mig. " Such peace s vmaffected by ciroemstances, regardiess of how troubling they naay
be because ik recogmizes (od is at work (Fobn 14:1-3) It s wmwavering in loneliness, for
it relies upon God the Holy Spinit's shiding presence (Tobn 14:14), and it is achieved in
prayer (Philippians 4:6-7).

3. Relational peace — Fiomans 14:19

Thronghout our Lifetime. we will encomner thoze with whem we disapree Snch dis-
szreaments ronst be handlsd biblicaly and resalved in 8 marmer fest brings glony to God
(spp Disttheny 18:15-35). Buf we st strive o be at peace with ons smother. Such peace
can only be obiained when both individuals are seelong i (Fomans 12:18).

Iz your Life filled with vmcertaimty? Perbaps you have bean ziven an mmexpected diagno-
si5 of lost 2 lowed one. God desives fest you experience His peace. It begins with salvation
and is capaile of endaring twough the moest diffioalt of trmes.  Bacause peace is part of the
fonix prodaced by the Holy Spiric (Gal. 5:32-23), tee degres to which we experience this
peace is m direct proporion o our submission o Him: Therefore, the: Hmits o pesce ame
self<mposed bacmaze we do not tust Him and pray a5 we shoudd.

Pastor Dan Chralle is pasior Merganten Baprist Church. Check us oud om our
welsiie Wi morganfonbapitst.net or find us on Facebook and FouTiche.

The Inspiring Word

Being Christ Like

By Pastor Termy Cheek Th.IT.
MeDowell Coumty

Every Christian has a cooviction to be Christ like.
Pastors, Evangelist's and bfissionares preach abouat it
Bible teachers teach about it. However, how do we apply
itin pur daily lives? Like anything else, Chrizt-likeness
can be subjective or objective. The subjective application is solely bhased on our
opinion, our passion of the things and events, which we hold dear. T don't mean
to imply that subjectvity has no place in being Christ like, baf it cannot be a0
excinsive application either When subjectivity is defined as God™s callmg for our
life and our purpose in His will then it becoanes more than opinion, it is a Holy
calling, gifting and anointing. Then there is objectvity. The objectve application
may also be called prnciples, which guide our heart and life. We should never oy
to read our subjective opinion into 3 matter which God's word speaks clearly too.

Being objective is nmch more difficult and disciplined than being subjectve.
Understanding this I want to offer a few pomts that I believe will kelp all Chris-
tians be more Christ like.

Leat’s begin with the Christian's spurce of authority, our Bible. The Christian
can respect many sources, however the Christian can have only one source of that
is muthoritative, and this mnest be their Bible. We are told from our Bible that all
seripture s given by inspiration The word mspiration ranslaes the Greek mesn-
ing (zod Breathed God has spoken thremgh His writers and their work stands as
our suthority today. To be Christ fike
is to allow God's aunthoritatve Word
to speak to our hearts and effectvely
change our lives. For this o happen
we must read it &5 study it and do
this aften.

To be Christ like is to be mot-
vated to action. This is where our
subjectivity becomes tested by godhy
comviction. Where is God leading
vou? It's time for acton, fime to most
God. If God is truly behingd your con-
victons' and our motivaton comes
from His will, man cannot stop it In
addition, neither can you ignore it

An indicator of godly acton will
be humility. Humility often zets an Y
incomplets or very wrong definition.

Humnility is not being 3 foot mat for others. Humility is putting aside s=ifish ambi-
tion and fornsing on the peeds of others. Soumetimes that will mean we are eated
badly. When it happens, remember what fesns said, pray for and love those who
despitefnlly nse yvou. Humility is something which can never be fully achieved in
our lives, soomething the Christian works on prayerfully every day.

The Christian cannot stop with understanding what to do and mersly repesting
that understanding. We are to practice Christ-likeness from our heart. We Canmot
be Christian without having a changed heart. A beart changed throngh a relation-
ship with Fesns Christ, being bom again. Our will then guides our behavior and
leads us to continning repentance @5 our walk with Christ grows daily.

Why do I mention repentance? Because no one can be, Christ like, all day,
every day of his or her lives. The fiesh will eventually affect our be-
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havior and the Holy Spirit will comvict us to repent. Christ-likeness
iz a daily prowih in our relationship with Jesus; this relatonship is
displayed through oor behavior. I leam daily how to be more Christ
like, I trust vou do too!

I'm gping to combine two points in this paragraph, thankfulness
and kindness, Both are not only important bat also necessary for
us o be Christ like Christ was always thankfol to God the Father
The geod, bad, ngly, peaceful and event confentions times Christ
abways met them with thankfulness. We oo should pray for a hear
of thamksgiving daily. Doing so will make the path easier for kind-
- ness. Being truly thankfnl prepares us to be gemimely kind not

| only in our material giving but also in our reatment of others. We

-+ | will begin by moving away from reating others the way they meat
us and start tresting them the way we want o be ireated.

Hew does it end? From godly wisdom, we not only know God's
word, will, purpase and conviction for our life bt we nnderstamd
where our life needs to be as the vessel He chose to work throngh
It ends with Christians being the two greatest commandments. We
= maly love God with our body, mind snd soul and we love others as
o we love ourselves.

u Being Christ like is ao awesome challenge presented to us
once we are bom inte the family of God. How we handle it is very
{ important o the Grest Conumission. Others see Christ through our
life, our behavior, our atimade, our decisions and words and man-
pers. Being Christ like is something every Christian should tzke
very seriously and approach it daily in prayer seeking God's work
through our life for the day.

T hope youn find bleszing hope snd enconragement i this col-
umnn— my prayer is for it to strengthen your relstionship with God
thromgh His son Fesus Christ
Tarry Cheek 15 pastor af Calvary Mizsionary Baptist Church m
i Marion NC. Fou can contact Terry by email at terrychaeks 3@
email.com or By phowe af (828) 460-4120.

s
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Support Your Pastor!
By Preacher Chris Fathbone
Mirchell Connty

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Fead with an
open heart and show your pastor and his faomily how
mch you appreciste them for all they do for your chuarch
famuly.

Support your Pastor!

Sewveral years ago, | approached my former pastor and
issued zn apology. This man was my pastor when I received Christ a5 Savior
and baptized me_ He faithifolly preached the Bible, pastored the church, attended
night classes at Fmitland Bapdist Bible Institute, worked oo 3 job doring the day,
and continned to be a faithful husband and Diad The reason for the apolosy I
zave was the fact that after being in the mimistry for a few years, I realized that
I could have been 3 much better chorch member! In all that this paster did, bal-
ancing his chorch famdly, and career, T still foumd things to whine snd complain
ghout. Perzomally, I failed to realize bow much was on him_ Instead of looking
for things to whine and complam shont, I should have been praying, helping,
and supporting him more. In other words, when God called me to pastor and
preach I began to imderstand through experience what a pas-
tor faces every day in the ministry. Unless you are 3 pastor,
you cannoet understand the day to day challenges one faces.

The most important thing to do fior your pastor is to pray
for him. A faithfiul pastor who has been called of God comes
under constant aszaults from the Devil. Being the one who
is responsible for breaking the Bread of Life to the disciples
of Christ brings him in the crosshairs of the evil ons. Aoy
pastor who states the minisiry has no battles may not be do-
ing what he needs to be doing. There is 3 constant every day
spirimal battle that faithfnl pastors go through to mimister to
the congregations and conmmnities in which God has placed
them. When 3 man answers the call to preach the Gospel he
instantly steps onte the spirimal battlefield. To camry such an
important responstbility places him as a target for the forces
of Satan. This constant spirimual batle can take its toil on
the man of God. What I'm saying is vour pastor needs your
help!!! Pray for kim every single day and if possible several
times a day! As he is prayving himself he needs to feel the
prayers and support of those he is trving to minister to. Pray
for God’s strength fo sustain him. Pray for God’s wisdom to
gnide him. Pray that the Holy Spirit will anoint him as e
smdies and preaches the Scriptures. Pray for protection from
the onslaughts of the Devil. Your pastor, If e 1s doing whart
he should be doing, is constantly praying and thinking of the
meszages from the Bible that will help the people to whom
he will be preaching. He needs the prayers of God’s people to
belp him as he prepares. If you believe his preaching needs
o be deeper and improwve start praying and stop complaining.
It will kelp much more to pray for him than to complaim o
him!

Mext, be understanding. Dion’t just assume that your pastor
only works on Sundays and Wedneszdays. A pastor is never
off duty. Even when he iz at home with his family, he is on
call A pastor can expect phone calls at any tme Thers is no
time card which be will punch to say the work day is over.
For the most part many people will go to work and leave that
jol at a certain time. This is not so for the faithfol pastor. At
all imes and in all places he will be called upon to fulfll his
calling as a pastor. He can be called away from his family
duaring supper of in the middle of the night. In the grocery
store, &t the ballzgame, walking dowm the street, eating in the
restaurant, wherever he iz at, he is sl on duty as a pastor.
The responsibility he has is not a career but a calling of God.
Whenever he iz called wpon, wherever he is at, he cannot say,
“I'm not on duty™, but noast faithfully snoaer the call when
itcomes. Don't expect 3 pastor o have to be there for every
little thing. If vou geoninely need him, let him kmow, but
don't expect him to have o come every (ime you Smp your
toe! Understand that be sometimes will have to place prior-
ity om certain things and cannot be in more than one place
at a ime. He nmst tike fime o stody God's word and bring
a message, for that is his most important responsibility as a
Pastor. Be understanding that be is a busband snd father and
st have fime and oppormnity, just like you, to fulfill those
he can be a pastor to you My wife knows me as Chris first,
not Preacher Chris. My boys know me simply as “Diaddy™.
If your pastor also works on a public job, think of how
mmch more pressure is placed on him to fry 2nd balance his
responsibilities to his family and church. Be understanding
and allow him to be 2 family man He will be 3 befter pastor
fo your family if he has time o be with his family.

Be a blessing and not a burden. Be an encourager and not
8 discourager. Often, the only fime some church members
speak to their pastor or want a visit, is to bring a complaint o

him abowt something that will make po difference in ersmity. Wow its one thing
if be is denymg the reswrection of Christ, but its is another thing if be didn 't
have fime fo visit vour second cousin twice removed who you should have
already visited! Let your pastor knoar yvon love and support him. Let him know
vou are praying for him Be faithfol to woership services and serve in_ not just sit
in, your church. It is very encouraging fo 4 pastor to see people who are lungry
for Grod"s word and choose to be there to be fed spiriteally. Your pastor will be
2 beiter pastor and your church will be a better church 1o the glory of God if you
work to belp and not hinder. Always strive o be one who is willing to help carry
the burden with your pastor, 50 the entite body of Christ will prosper in the
work of God's Kingdomm. I challenge you, afier reading this amticle, to go to your
pasior and ask him what you can do to belp. After he wakes up from passing out
(Ha! Ha"), help him as your church worships and serves the Lord.

Get together with the leaders of your church and do something to show your
sppreciation for all that your pastor and his family do to serve yon and yoor
church ily.

Hebrew 13:7 Remember them which have the rule over you, (yvour spirifual
leaders) who hmee spoken unto you the word gf Grod: whose firith follow, (mi-
tate their faith) considering the end qf their comverzation fway af ljfe). Paran-
rhaziz ming.

FPreacher Chriz Rathbone sernves ar Pastor af Ming Creek Bapiist Church.
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Ciossinnd

ACROSS

1 he warmeth himself, and saith,

. I am warm (Isaiah 44:16)

EIV

4 whosoever shall exalt himse]f

shall be _ (Mait 23:12) EIJV

10 we know that ourold ___ was

crucified with him (Fom 6:6)

14 Then Paul stood in the midst

of  hill (Acts 17:22)

16 your love more than wine.

How nght they areto  you

(Song 1:4)

17 Asza destroyedher and

bumnt it by the brook (1 Kmg

15:13)

18 he had clad himself with

______ gament(1.3) (1 King

11:29)

19 also, that women  them-

selves i modest apparel (1 Tim

29

20 : God hath oombered thy

kingdom, and fimshed 1t (Damel

5:26) KIV

21 If you see oppression of the

poorand  of justice (Eccl 5:8)

(NAS)

23T]am foll of  to and fro (Job

T:4) KIV

25 they believed his promises and

_ his praise (Ps 106:12)

27 stagger (Isa 28:7)

20 The shekel 1s to consist of

twenty  (Ezek 45:12)

32 bless you by tumming ~~ of

you from your wicked ways (Acts

3:26)

35It1s Godwhoe _ mewth

strength .(2 Sam 22:33)

38 Eber, Misham_ Shemed who

bult  and Led (1 Chron 8:12)

39 Then Pharach woke up; it had

beem  (1.5)(Gendl:7)

41 your unfailing love rest

upon us, O LORD (Ps 33:21)

42 | atrusted personal servant

of the king (Acts 12:20)

44 cow will feed with the bear,

theirr young will  down togeth-

er (Isa 11:7)

45 They beat us publicly without

(1.3 (Acts 16:3T)

47 long penod of time

48 they are not plagued by human

_ (Ps73:3)

40 they  to the depths hikea

stone (Ex 15:3)

50 and put them m the loops to

___ the tent together (Ex 26:11)

53 that my ways directed to

keep thy statutes! (Ps 119:3) KIV

55 The words of | who was
the herdmen of Tekoa

(Amos 1:1)

58 when you suddenly bring

against them (Jer 18:22)

62 O afflicted city, lashed by

and not comforted (Isa 54:11)

64 Peace, peace, to those far and

_ zays the LOBD (Isa 57:19)

63 but lips that speak knowl-
edgeare  jewel(l4d)
(Prov 20:15)

67 Then they _ 1n his face
and struck him with their fists
(Matt 26:67)

62 1t goes through ~ places
seeking rest (Matt 12:43)

69 Jesus rebuked the  _and
it came out of the boy (Matt
17:18)

70 we spend our years as a
__ that 1s told (Ps 90:9)

71 Noah and his | Shem,
Ham and Japheth (Gen 7:13)
72 the sound of the hoofs of
gallopmg  (Jer47:3)

73 The wicked i the ngh-
teous, so that yustice 15 pervert-
ed (Hab 1:4)

DOWN

1As  man who casteth
firebrands (1,3) (Prov 26:18)
KV

2 Zoan and their envoys have
amvedm __ (Isa 30:4)

3 Like men condemned to die
mthe (1 Cor4:9)

5 Tear down your father's altar
to __ and cut down the Ash-
erah (Judg 6:25)

6 Who of you by wormying

can ___ a single hour to lus
hife?(Matt 6:27)

7 Sotheytook  from a fr-
nace and stood before Pharach
(Ex 2:10)

& Who can discermhis 7
Forgive my lidden fanlts (Ps
19:12)

Othe  forest has been cut
down (Zech 11:2)

10 With many  parables
Jesus spoke the word to them
(Mark 4:33)

1l apverwentoutof o
water the garden (Gen 2:10)
12 noy Savior, and my hope 15
myouallday  (Ps 23:3)

13 Laban said to him "You are
my own __ and blood.” (Gen
20:14)

15ashe  his ax to fell a tree
(Deut 19:5)

22 men and women of ripe old
__wall sit m the streets of
Jerusalem (Zech 8:4)

24 remams only a single seed.
But if it dies, it produces many
_ (John 12:24)

26 This begimnmg of nuracles
didJesusin  of Galilee
(John 2:11)

28 Jesus cned out in a loud
voice, "Eloi, Eloi,  sabach-
thami?” (Mark 13:34)

30 O my people, put on sack-
clothand  in ashes (Jer
6:26)

31 The word of the LOED that

L
iak

COPYRIGHT 2018

came to ___ son of Been (Hos
1:1)

33 Jerenmah was put into a
vaulted  1n a dungeon (Jer
37:16)

34 the LORD sent thunder

and ___, and hightning flashed
(Exod 9:23)

36 Five gold tumors and five
gold (1 Sam 6:4)

37 off the coast of Cilicia and
Pamphyha, we landedat  m
Lycia (Acts 27:5)

30 Sarah was Lots

40 thrust him mto a net and he
wanders mto its ___ (Job 18:8)
42 its feet partly of ron and
partly of  clay (Dan 2:34)
43 He will surely violently um
and __ thee like a ball (Tsaiah
22:18) KV

46 cut the ram m pieces, and
wash the  oflum (Ex 29:17)
EIV

48 Praise the LORD, O my
soul; almy  bemg (Ps
103:1)

50 the . and the chameleon,
and the hzard (Lev 11:30) KTV
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51 He who tends a fig tree will
_ 1ts frmt (Prov 27:18)

52 called ten of his servants and
gave them ten  (Luke 19:13)
54 Blessed 15 the one who
the words of this prophecy (Bev
1:3)

56 Moabite women, one named
___ and the other Ruth (Ruth
1:4)

57 Iwill change nry expression,
and __ (Job 9:27)

59 Foman emperor{34-68 AD.)
60 They worshipmem
therr teachings are but mles
taught (Matt 15:9)

61 to another faith by the
Spmt (1 Cor 12:9)

62 The Lord needs it and will
1t back here shortly (Mark
11:3)

63 there shall come forth a rod
out of the  of Jesse (Isa
11 EIV

66 My belovedisikea  or
a young hart (Song 2:9)
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Octoberis Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

By Beth Davis
Mitchell County

Yet another year has past, and yet the number of
domestic violence victims in Merth Carolina who have
been murdered at the hands of the one whoe claims to
love them is staggering. Most of yvou are aware of (or
partcipared ) our Walk A Mile In Her Shoes fundraiser
this year and in yesrs past. It's always fim, famiby-friendly, full of sore feet and
lots of langhs! That szid, the underlying porpose to raise funds and awsareness i
deadly serious. and a plague on our comomaniey.

“Dionmestic violence exacts 3 high price on families. This type of particnlar vio-
lence goes beyond bruises and broken bomes and incluwdes physical and emotional
dewvastation, financial imprisonment or ninaton, Toublead and damazed children,
as well as family pets. Our pets are our family members. Abusers are highly ma-
nipualative, and this is but one method of power and control abusers use to thresten
those they claim fo love. Chur purpose is to give victims of abuse a safe haven o
reclaim their power and control, s well as their independence. We provide a safe
and secure ‘home’ for victims, their children, and of course, their pets,” says Con-
nie Sedbemry, Executive Director of Mitchell County SafePlace.

Arcording to Associate Diirector Tracy Black, “Mitchel]l County SafePlace is
extremely gratefil for the support of our commnnity. The Walk a Aile in Her
Shoes event this month af-
fords us the opportunity ta
make everyone sware of the
services SafePlace provides
in breaking the bonds of

interpersonal violence,
Whether we provide emer-

gency shelter and clothing

for a domestic violence

victim or pay for karate les-

sons for a 10-vesr-old rape

victim 50 she can regain her

personal power, these funds

will allow SafePlace to continne the lifesaving work we’ve been doing for over 20
m-ﬂ

County Commmissioner Vern Grindstaff explains, “Since becoming mvolved in
the Wialk a Mile in Her Shoes for SafePlace campaizn, ['ve leamed that domestic
abuse isn't “just’ black eves and bmises. Abusers also threaten fo burt or even
kill family members and pets. Sometimes the scars froon verbal, emotonal, and
mental abuse are even worse than the physical ooes. And then there's the financial
sbuse, where victims don't have money 1o escape, or the baterers cause them to
lose their jobs. My involvement with Mitchell County SafePlace has been such an
eye-ppening experience for me WMo one wants to admit that this is happening in
our comnnmity, but it is____#nd it's happenimg way too much ™

Mitchell County Sheriff Donald Street adds, “I'm very proud o take part in this
fundraiser I have zero tolerance for abusers in WC, and [ support the strongest
penalty for all abmsers.”

What is Domestic Vialence?

Dromestic violence is a pattern of behavior nsed to exert power and control over
ancther person, typically a spouse or parmer, through fear, intimidation, and ofien
the threat or act of physical harm. Other terms used to descrbe domestic violence
are intimate parmer violence, spousal sbuse, family viclence'sbuse, or batier-
ing. Domestic violence does not discriminate: it knows no age, economic, spcial,
religions, sexual orientation, geographic, ethnic, or racizl bounds.

Abount domestic violence in AMitchell County and the US

In 2017, Mrtchell County SafePlace provided free, lifesaving services to nearky
Q00 women, children, men snd their pets. In fact, SafePlace is one of only four
domestic violenre shelters in Morth Caroling. and the first in Western Morth Caro-
lima to accept pets.

Cme in 4 women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime in the UTnited
States; 1 in 3 female homicide victims are murdered by their ooment or former
pariner every year; more than §0% of domestic viokence incidents happen at
home. Additonally, 1 im 7 men fall victim to domestc vislence.

Additonally, more than 3 million children will wimess domestic violence
in their homes every vear; they are more likely to intervene when they witness
severe violence Children exposed to domestic violence st home are more likely to
develop relationships i which they are abused or becoms abusers.

Arcording to the US Department of Housing and Urban Developrment. domes-
fic violence is the third leading canse of homelessness among famiiliss,

Thanks to your donations to our thrift stores and vour monstary support,
Mitchell Connty SafePlace is able to quiethy, determunedly confinwe our mission
o provide safe shelter, as well as mmnerons other services fo those escaping the
homrors of domestic violence. We couldn’t do it withont yon!

Berh Danvis i1 the Resource Development Coordinator af Mitchell Cownly Sqfe-
Place. She can be reached ar 828-763-4017 aor bathbdmiz 60 @email. com.

A New Video
Series Answering
The Questions
All Homeowners

Want Answered

626-0h5-4042
sinlesanplumbing com

f_.." Frisday Mornings a1 9:004M
e o Fasrbock Lhve
And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thon shalt not wholly reap the
corners of thy feld, neither shalt thon gather the gleanings of thy harvest
Levirdeus 19:9-10
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Oct. 4 Founder's Day Ceremony
and Family Picnic and Concert

By Nina Mastandres
Avery Counfy

BANNER. ELE W.C. — The Town of Bamner Elk
and [ eps-KcBae Colleps will celebrate their moral
histories Thursday, Oct. 4 with the Founder's Diay Cer-
emony and Family Picnic and Concert.

Both eventz—which are free snd to the
fc—preceds the iauguation of 108, President of B
Leas-McRae D Herbert L. King fr. on Friday, Ocr. 3.

The Foumder™s Day Ceremony will begin at 4:.30 p.m. in Tate-Evans Park in
Banner Elk and feature a twin-ree planting and pressntation. Co-hosted by both.
Lees-WcRae and the Town of Banner Elk, speakers will include President King,
Town Manazer Fick Owen and local historian hMichae] Hardy:

T symbolize their enduring commections, one ree will be planted in Swank
Park on the campus of Lees-McFuse and another in Tate-Evans Park.

Afier the Founder's Day Ceremony, the evening’s festivities will confimie dur-
g the Family Piomic and Concert.

Starting &t 5 pm in Tate-Evans Park, the evening will festure live entertain-
ment feod macks, infiatable zames for all agss, and interactive noveltes. Attend-
ees are asked to bring a non-perishable food itern to be donated to Feeding Avery
Families in lieu of admizsion

Cm the maim stage, pufnrmancaﬁ’nm'l‘he Hmm&uﬂﬂi,ﬂ.mr—hmd
EBluegrass band, followed by [Ty 3
Mashwille-based MMountain Heart B85
will set the scene as several
Hizh Country food tucks offer
options for all tastes.

Food trucks will inclnde
Betty's Biscuits from Ban-
ner Elk, The Cardinsl Egg
Faoll-In and All Thai'd Up Ice
Cream Faolls & Smoothies from
Boone, Carolina Barbeque from
Mewland Beach Momtam’s
own Beech Mountain Brewing Company, and Bammer Flk' BPI.BI'IhpL:[mmEm
Brewery. Free hot doess will be available for children 12 and under provided by
the Town of Banner Bk,

Artendees can park for free af either the Historic Banner Elk Elementary School
or the Towm Hall parking lot.

Both Thorsday’s and Friday's events lead into the collegs’s annmal Homerom-
ing weekend from Ot 5-7. Leam more abont Homecoming 2018

Leam more about President King's Inanmration s well as the events leading

to it
anesﬂEdinltE Blue Bidze Mountains of western Morh Caroling, Less-AdcFae
Caollege is a private, four-year college offering diverse baccalaureate and zraduate
degrees, strong asthletic prosrams and outstanding faculty. Field-specific career
preparation and hands-on learning enhance the broad core ouricuhm. For more
information, please visit www. mcedn or call 828 808 5241.

Ninag Mastandrea is the conteni manager of Lees-McRae Collage

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

SOUTHWEST
1r ading
COMPANY

Am|aComplainer?

By Een and Jan Metop
Avery Coundy

I do ot thrive in the stiffing sumomer heat T
mels.

Heither do I like baing in 3ir conditioning
constantly. To keep things cooler when we lived
in Florida, the shades in our family room were
dowmn most of the day. . meaning [ missed sesing
the flowers, trees and green grass.

I always loved it when I could inwite the out-
side m_. windows and doors open so the cross ventlaton blew throngh.. as Ido
here im the moumtains a5 mech as possible. But, sunumer time in Florida for me,
though presty and bright, prevented that.

Thounzh autmmm in Florida was not the colorful display of trees fiund here in
Morth Carolina, we still looked forward to those cooler breezes that blew in sayving
goodiye to the suumrmer heat.

Mdnch as 1 like to see my ideas of the seasons as simply prefarence, there are
tmes I nmst sdmit that I am complaming. Instead, I should be thankful Let’s
faca it, if T hadn’t had sir condifoning o keep out the umidity, I°d have been a
lot more uncomfortable. If I couldn’t pull shades domm, the swmmer sun wonld
hawe scorched the room.

I recall winters in Mew Jersey that seemed never ending, with ice stonms,
mreacherpus driving conditions, and piles of snow. It was hard to appreciate the
beanty of the crystalized trees if my ushand was out on icy roads.

If we aren’t carefinl, we’ll easily becomes complamers. Complaining leads to a
depressed spirit and will render ns umproductive. It will cause others o shy away
from ns becase complaiming is wearying to the complainer snd maybe even more
5o to the listener.

Father, I think 3 bumper sticker I once read should be our motto. Whenever
our mioaths are ready to spowt a comiplaint, let’s say instead. “I'm too blessed to
complain ® And isn't thet really mue? We have so much fo be thankfil for that
complaining is simply a waste of breath and oome.

The Bible wams against complaming. The children of Israel mumoured. It
seemed o matter how many miracles God did for them they complained. He
parted the Fed Sea to free tdhem from their enemies. He gave them water from 3
rock, manna from hesven and clothing and shoes that never wore out. And still

they complained.

In Philippians 2:14, WETV it says, “Do ail things withour complaiing and
dirputing. ™

We all have preferences. But, let’s be careful not to b complainers. Selah

Mountainside splendor
I love color!
And aurumn foliage is a non-stap show
dhar fills my semses.

How can we miss the fingertips of our Creator
dipped in gold, erimson, and amber hnes.
Fall pushes ont the emerald beanty af
spring and SHMBMEr 45 i prepares uy
fo welcome e smows pef fo come.

“Far everything there is a season.. .God has made
Everything beanfful for ity ovwn fime. ™
Ecclesiasies 3:1 & 11 NIT

Ko and Jan love residing in the mowntaing gf dvery County.  Tizif Jam's new blog
i pauseandeonsidernet, Journgying with Jan,; and Ken's photos at kenmmeroppho-
rograpi).com.

But he that received seed infe the good ground is he that hearech the word,
and nnderstandeth if; which alve bearedh fruit, and bringeth fordh, some
an hundredfold, some sooy, sonte thirg. Matthew 13:23
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

“Worshiping God Anyway"
By Shawn Thoomas
Burke Coungy

Omn Movember 5th of last year, a killer shot 46 people
who had gathered to worship at the First Baptist Churchof |0 10
Sutherland Sprimgs. Tewzs just southeast of San Antomnio. E
The pastor, Frank Pomeroy, and his wife were ouf of town
that Sanday, but their dsughter Annabelle was in the service
and was killed by the shooter. At 3 news conference the next
day, Pastor Pomeroy said, “Christ is the one who's going
fo be lifted up. That's what I"m telling everybody. You lean into what you don't
understand. You lean into the Lord ... Whatewver Life brings to you, lean on the
Lord rather than your own understanding. I don’t understand, bat [ know moy God
does. And that's where I'll leave that ™ And a few days later the church was hav-
ing services, with their minister of music leadimg worship from a wheslchair sall
recuperating from his injuries.

That pastor, and that church, exemplify the mee Christian spirit. Having en-
dured some of the worst that life can throw at you, they didn’t give ap on their
faith; instead they decided they were going to worship God amymway.

That's the kind of spirit we see in Habakkuk this moming. He'd goften abouat the
worst news von conld zet about his fotare. And yet it dido’t tum his gaze from
God. He shows ns how he was committed to worship God anyway.

I. An Unaveidable Calamity

16 T haard, qred my frnweardd parts rembled, ar the sound my ps grhened. Decay
enters my bomes, and in my place I remble. Because I menst wait quietly for the
diay of diztrezs, for the peaple fo arise who will fvede us. ™

Sometimes wa might wish we knew the furure, bot Habakkuk shows us here
why God doesn’t wsnally allow us to know. As a prophet he EWEW what was
Zoing to happen to his conanfry.

Habakknk lived ahowut 700 years before the time of Christ, and it was one of the
muost difficnlt times in Bible history. The chosen people of God i Israel & Fadah
had tumed sway from God’s word, and had been practicing idolatry and all kinds
of other sins for geperations, and despite God’s wamings through His prophets,
and many chastisements for their sins, they continned in them, and had not tormed
back. God is a very patient God, buat as Psalm 103 =avs, “He will not ahiqys strive
with us,; He will notr keep His anger forever. " And after several hundred years,
God's patience had nm ont. He told His people through several of His prophets,
mchnding Habakkuk, thet judzment was coming on their land, and that their cities
would be destroved, mawy of them killed, snd others carmed sway nto captivity
imfe Babylon, the nation God was zong to use to pumish them.

5o, Habakkuk the prophet ENEW what was coming; he ENEW that Babylon
was going to invade; He ENEW that mamy of his people were going to perish m
the judgment that was coming; that his connity was geing to be devastated, and
thousands, perhaps himself inclnded, were going to be carmed off as slaves into a
foreizn couniry. He knew that an “mmavaidable calamity™ was cotming upon him
and his people.

If we could see info the future. many of us here today might see similar things:
— we might see God's judzment come wpon OUE land in the not-top-distant
futore just like it did upon Todah, We ve allowed Literally millions of habies to be
slanghtered in the wombs of their mothers through abortion. We've tumed away
from the scripmral foundstons of our country for generations, just like Tsrael did.
And czm we think that the outcome is gome to be mmy different for ns than it was
for them? Mo, I promise you, just like Jesws said “Tinless you repent. you will all
likewrise perish ™ If our conntry doesn’t mm back, we WILL face 5 juodzment just
like Israel did It will be an imavoidable calamity.

— Jesus Himself said, “In this world, you will have mbuolaton ™

— Panl said in IT Conmthians 4:16 “our owuwrer man IS decaying.™ Ouar bodies ARE
Zoing to deteriorate; they will get sick, and they will die And Paul said we are zo-
ing to experience persecntion: 4N who desire ro Iive godly in Chrizt Jezus WILL
bw parsecured. ™

The Bible never says Christians are never going to have any problems in this
world. In fact, it pretty nmach promises that we WILL!

— Some difficnlfies come wpon us because of our own dirvect sin. (We read this
week abont King David, who brought preat tragedy info his life and it was 2
direct consequence of his disobedience to God. Some of us are experiencing the
same thimg in our own lives. You've had calamities happen and vou know why
they e there; you admit it; yvou know you brought it npon yourself.

— But then there are other calamities that happen to us that are WOT a direct re-
sult of our sin. It is just a consequence of the zeneral effect of sin in our world. We
read a few days ago where Fomans says “the whole crestion groans and suffers
pains” because of the fall that creation experienced when man sinned. There IS
suffering in this world. People DO zet burt; people WILL get sick; people suffer;
people die; there is unavoidable calamdty in this world. Even for Christian people,
no meatter ow holy you are or bow faithfnlly yon serve. Dion't let anyone tell you
otherwize There is “uneavoidsble calamity™ that comes, even oo God's people.
An Unwavering Commifment

But the remarkable thing bere is, that in the facs of this nnawoidsble calamity,
Habakknk had an mmwavering commitrent. He said though all this was going 6o
happen; thongh this people would arize who would mvade them, he said-

“Though the fig treg should rot bossom
And there be no fruit an the vinas,
Though the yigld gf the olive should firil,
Amd the flelds prodice no food,

Though the flock showld be cur qff from the fold
And there be no cattle in the sralis,

YETT WILL EXULT IN THE LORD, I'will regfoice in the God gf my sahvaton. ™
THAT 1= an umwavering conmmitment to (od by Habakkok He said, T know

these hard times are coming where we are going fo lose 2ll of our material bless-
ingzs, food, cattie and so on (and notice he did WOT say, “T'm claiming blossoms
on the fiz tree ... I'm claiming food in the fislds .7 Mo; be knew the calamity
was comming, and nothing be could say or do would stop it. But that was not the
end “¥YET"; he said — and how important that “yer” is! — “YET [ will exnlt in
YHWH; I will rejoice in the God of mry salvation ™ Despite all he knew he was
Eoing to go throwgh; his conumionent was o worship God amywray.

THIS is what God wants to see from ns as His people. Dio yon ever wondsr
what God is really looking for, when He looks down on earth? What does He like
to zee? Poalm 14710 sxvs “He does not defight in the srength of the horse: He
disez mof foke pleatre in the legs af @ man. ” That tells us thar God doesn’t delipht
in the things that we do.

See, we luman beings take pleasure in things like animals and spors, doa't we?
And there is nothing wrong with that, I don't think. And I know that we also have
2 lot of foothall fans, who are 50 glad that Labor Day Weekend is here and that it
is FINALLY foothall season, AMENT!! e mke pleasure in things like sports and
animals — and I think that’s ok, as long as we keep them in their proper place
But Psalm 147 says God doesn't delight in the sirength of the borse; He doesn’t
tzke pleasure in the legs of 8 man. God does not get His delight from watching
horzes or foothall zames like we do. So, what DOES He delight in? Pealm 147:11
goes on to say, “YHWH delights in those who fear Him; those who wait for His
lovingkmdness ™ God is delighted when He seps ns — sometimes even i very
difficult and paimfil d trying simations, when a lot of peopls wonld Five up —
just “waitmg on Him;" looking to Him, and deciding to worship Him ammaay!
That"s what He loves to see!

This helps explain 3 kot of things. It helps explain why, in Job 1, God told
Satan, “Hmw you considerad MWy servant Job? " See, God didn't delight in the
“chariot races™ or the Olympic wrestling championships He could've see om Mt
Olynapus back in the days of ancent Greece. Instead, what God delighfed in was
in bow Job respected Him. and worshiped Him. THIS is what God is looking for
in mankimd:

— (od delights to see the kind of commitment that Tob had, that even when he
was smitten from his head to his toes, he said: “Though He slay ma, yet Iwall
Rope i Him, ™ amyway! (Job 13:15)

— (God loves to see the kind of response that David kad in Pealm 32 when he
was suffering so mnch that he would call out, “My God, my God, why have Yon
forsaken me.” He was fnding no deliversnce, but be wonld stll say in -3, “YET
You are holy"” and he would stll worshep Him amyway!

An Owercoming Strength

Bz listen: Grod does mot just sit up there in heaven as a spectator and leave us
to do the best we can oo our 0w o iry to Zet throngh our mals.

The story of the Gozpel is that He came down from beaven in Jesus Christ, to
die for our sins on the cross, and bring us to Himself, 5o that even thoush we are
sinners, and will have a lot of troubles in this world that we can know that one
day we will escape this world, and will be with Him in glory forever.

He's saying, T will be writh you m your trials: He'll be with ws i the fiery fior-
nace; He'll e with us in the lion's dean; He'll be with us in the stom.

Piezze hear me: God DOES MOT promise that yvon will not have moubles and
difficulty kere on earth. In fact, He pretty moch promises that you WILL! But He
says, if von will conumit your life to Me, T -will be with von, and I will sirengthen
you, and help you through those times — and when they re finished I'll bring you
1o My glory. But He'll soengthen ns and be with ws unfil that day.
CONCLUSION:

“No maiter what yor ane goimeg trough foday ler the LORD be your strength.
Habakkuk 3-18 &1 yer I'will rejoice in the LORD! I'will be joyful in the God af
my Saivation! FIP The sovereign LORD iz my strength!""

Some of you know that Mrs. Pegey lives in preat pain virmally every single
d=y of her life. She has pain in het neck and shoulders that despite several opars-
tions, makes it difficnlt to sleep, or do anything She can't even take most pam
medications, o she just has to suffer with it. She ic here for worship on Sunday
mywnings when she can be, and when she isn't, we know she is just in too omch
pain to be able o come that day. Whenever you're in clnarch, and look over there
and see sha's not in her spot oo Sunday moming, whisper a praver for her

But Pegey knows what Habakkuk is talking sboat, when she savs: “Let the
LORD be yvour streneth. ™ “Yet (even despite ber daily pam)) J will rgioice in the
Lord * Virtually every single day, you see Pegey put up a post on Facebook
from her daily Bible reading. See, she is seeking God every moming. She HAS
10 — when you're n pain like that, you HAVE to seek God; vou have to seek His
help. And God doss help her: “the soversizn LORD is my senzth " God does
strengthen her. So many days, despite her pain, she makes crafts — some of you
may have seen pictiures on Facebook of the crafis she makes, or yon might have
segn them in the shop — she sells them at The Tea Tree in Glen Alpine, whete all
the procesds Zo to local missions.

But see: THAT is what Christianity is a1l about right there. Despite what the
televanzelists will try to sell you, Christianity is mot about always getiing healad
from every illness. That doesn’t always happen in this life, and anyone who fries
1o tell you that, po martter bow well-intentioned they are, is a deceiver Christianity
is mot all about endless prosperity and healing here and now. Habakkuk shows us
that, and if we're wise, we'll listen to him. Whar it IS about, is 3 commired belief
in God through Jesns Christ, that =avs, “YET I will exult in the Lord” even when
the fig tree dopsn’t blossom, and there is not a froit on the vines. And 1t's about
knowing that He will be with von, and will be the strength you need to carmy you
through the toughest of tmes you can face, until He brimgs you to glory.

Shawn Thomas 5 Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Bapint Church in Morgandon.
His messazer and devetionalr are avatlable af wn shasnerhomas_ com

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
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Thank Yous
By David Burleson
Burke County

A we wrap up the summer aft Burke United Christian
Ministries (BUCK), we are constantly reminded of the
blessings we receive daily. One of the greatest bless-
ings of our minisiry is to have the opporumity to support,
enconrage and pray for those who peed some additional
support to make it from day o day. God continwes o
provide the resources and encouragement needed to perform the mymistry BUCR
is called to do.

Grod contimaes to use our sustzining chorches and donors to provide the re-
sources we need to provide assistance to our Burke County neighbors who need
assistance. Ohver 20%% of our funding and suppert comes from individuals, families
and chuoches, I wonld like to personally thank the following snstaining churches
for supporting us financially, for providing meals in the soup kitchen and for their
contimnal prayer for BUCH. The following are our sustaining churches:

Abee's Grove Bapiist, Amey’s Fammview UMC, Bethel Church of Christ, Bethel
United Methodist Chuoch, Brdge 42, Burkemont Baptist, Calvary Luther-

an, Christ United Methodist, Crosslink Church, Cross Memorial Baptist,
Denton’s Chapel UMC, Drexel Christian Center, Direxel First Baptist, Drexsl
Mdemaorisl Baptist, Enon Baptist Church, Faith Convmmity Church, First Advent
Christian Church, First Assembly of God, First Bapast Church — Morzanton,
First Baptist Church — Valdese, First Presbyterian Charch, First United Method-
ist— Morganton, First United Methodist—'aldese, Gaston Chapsl AME Charch,
Gibbs Chapel Wesleyan, Glen Alpine United Methodist, Grace Baptst, Grace
Episcopal, High Peak Baptist, Hopewell Baptist, In His Image Ministmies, Lin-
ville United Methodist, Mission AME Missionary Methodist Chuarch, MMissionary
Fidge Baptist, Morganion First Chioch of God, MMount Hebron Bapast Church,
Miount Home Baptist, Mount Plessant United Methodist, Dloumtain View Baptist
Cloarch #1, Mountain View Baptist Charch #20nll’s Grove Bapdist, Mew Day
Christian Church, Morth Morganton United Methodist, Mowlings Chapel Freewill
Baptist Church, Oak Hill United Methodist Chuoch, Pleasant Hill Baptist, Bleas-
ant Bidge Baptist, Famhill Wesleyan Church, Salem Unifed Methodist, Shilah
AME Church, Slades Chapel AME, Srnart’s Grove Baptist, Smyma Baptist,
Spow Hill United Methodist, 5t Charles Catholic, 5t Mary's’St. Stephen's
Episcopal, 5t Matthews United Methodist Church, 5t Paul's Episcopal Church,
Sumomit Commumity Church Table Rock Seventh Day Adventist The Fizing
Church, Trnity Baptst Church, United Baptist, Victory Church

Waldensian Presbyterian, Walker Foad Baptist, Wilkies Grove Baptist, Zion
Bapaist, Zion Memorial United Methodist

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

We are also extremely blessed by having the grestest group of volunteers possi-
ble. Without our volunteers, BUCK would be imable to functon. Our volunteers
are the life blood of the minisory. We are always needing additional volunteers to
seTve In & vanety of areas. If amyone is inberested in volunteerning, just give me
or Elizabeth Morris a call st (828) 433-E0735 or email me at bucmdirecton 3 gmail.
O

The stores and restaurants that snpport BUACK are also a remendons blessing
to our ministry:. A biz thank you goes out to the following for providing food for
our sonp kitchen and food pantry and for providing us with clothing:

Food Licn at Fiddler's Fum, Food Lion on 181, Food Lion on Barkemont Foad,
Food Lion on the Bypass, Food Lion in Valdese, Food Matters

Ingles, Wal-Bian Superstore, Meizhborbood Wal-MMart, Litile Caesars Pirza, Tim-
berwoods Bestaurant, Friday Friends Pestaurant, Abeles Family Bestaurant, The
Fie Hole, Moon Dinggies Pizza, Cato’s, Toasted and Rolled

Without these stores and restaurants, BUCM would not be able to meet the
needs of those we serve. We continme o search for additonal food partmers and
ask any Froap nferested in providing support with food or clothing to reach ot to
us.

BUCMK has been blessed this summier with the opportmnity to parmer with the
Burke County Schools, Burke United Way, the Cuireach Center and the Burke
Youth Oppormnity Philanthropists at the Community Foundation of Burke County
o support our students with back to school supplies and clothes. BUACHK had
the oppormnicy to assist almost 500 children with mech needed back to school
clothes, shoes and other items.

BUCM is very thankful of the progress we have made and apprecianve of the
support we receive daily from our parmers - sustaining churches, donors and vel-
unteers. Char minisry could npot eocur withont these wonderful zroups.

With these new opporiumities af BITCM, we need the support of our commmumity
even more. Please consider being part of our BUCK minisiry in one or more of
the many things that nesd to be done. Call to find yvour fit.

The BUCH Chrizmas Elves have been hard at work crafting 3 pultimde of
decorations to mest your every need. Cringles Christmas Corner will open to the
public on Mondsy, October 8 3t 9 a.m in the BUCK Clothing and Craft Store.
Be sure fo come out and purchase soone of the best Christmas decorations that you
can find east of Pigeon Forge. Also in preparstion for the Christmas Holidays,
Santa will be at the BUCM Clothing and Craft store on Satorday, December 1
from 9 am. to 10:30 a.m_ for picares. Santa then will mowve to the BUCH sonp
kitchen for 3 breakfast with all those who would like to attend.

The second anmaal BUCK 5K Fivalry Fum o Fight Hunger will be beld on
Samrdsay, Movember 17 at Freedom Park bepinning at @ am. This vear's Rivalry
B conclndes Hunpsr and Homeless Awvarensss Week and one main goal of the
event is to raise swareness of how hunger and homelessness impacts Burke Coun-
ty. Burke United Christian hdinismries will collect greatly needed food and clothes
snd provide 3 quslity numing experience off the asphalt The needs of those
ouT commanity whe can wse a hand-up continwes to grow. This event inchades a
5K Fun on the Freedom High School Cross Couniry Trail and 2 one mile fim mum
for children under the aze of 14 on the rack at Freedom Park. Adults and children
will enjoy the safety and the bhealthy competition this race will provide.

O hope is that this race will capiure the mvalry of our four high scheols and
we {an use this geod-natored competiion to help our conumumity, Supporters of
the high schools plus the “party crashers™ (those with no affiliation o 3 Burke
County High School) can earn points for the school of their chodce by moning,
brinFing non-perishable food donating pently nsed clothes or making a monetary
conimbution. The school with the most points will recerve the raveling wophy to
display for one vesr. We are very forfunate to have a conumwmity that cares sbout
others and is willing to deryonstrate that care through service.  Anyone interssted
in the race please zo to our website, boom et for more infommation.

We want to Imvite a representative from amy charch to come to our Desart and
Tour event on Thursday, October 11 at 12:30 pom. in the BUCM soup kitchen
This will provide an opporiunity for 2 tme of fellowship, discussions sboat our
ministry and & fime 1o TEView recenf renovations.

Piease remember 1o keep BUCK and me in your thoughts and prayers. Thers
are many difficult decisions we are called on to make and through prayer we can
continus to make the appropriate decisions for our nunistry. Please know that we
are very willng fo come and tell the BUCK story at any chorch or organization.
Tuwst let us know a good time to do this.

Thank yon azain for making BUCM a wonderful, caring place for others.
Dvid Burlezon iz Director of Burke Umited Chrizdan Ministries
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Gardner-Webb University - Office of
Communications & Media Relations

GWU Hosts Man Who Survived Suicide
Jump From Golden Gate Bridge

Contact: Jackie Bridgss

Eevin Hines Shares His Story to “Instll Hope” and
Aghvocate fior Mental Health

BOILIMNG SPRINGS, M.C —Eevin Hines is one of the
few people to jamp off the Golden Gate Bridge m San
Francisco, Calif, and swrvive the suicide arempt. Hines
will describe what led him to consider taking his own Life
and discuss “The Art of Wellness' in a program on Oct. 1
at 7 pom. at Gardner-Webb University. The event is free and open to the public and
will be held i the Paul Porter Avens at Lutz-Yelton Commocation Center

In the 18 years since his survival Hines has shared his story all ower the world
In various settings to stodents clersy, military, clinicians, health and medicsl
professionals, law enforcement and business leaders. He's also wittten a book
about his strazzle with bipolar disorder, “Cracked Mot Broken, ™ and prodoced a
docummentary, “Suicide: The Fipple Effect.™

“Bdy goal is to Ty to instill hope in at least one individeal,™ Hines shared, “so
that ome individual says, “Maybe I can stay here, maybe there are tools to Gght
this. ™

Hines appearance af Gardner-Webb was armanged by Brian Amold, director of
Student Actvites, Campus Fecreaton and Mew Smdent Orientation. He and the
rest of the Student Activities staff invited Hines to campus after hearing shont his
story. The event is co-sponsored by WL Student Activities, Cleveland County
(}.C.) Schools and Parmers Behavioral Health in Gastonia, 2.C.

The zosl of the pro-
Zram is to open lines
of comnnmication on
mental health topics.
“It is important to
creste 3 safe environ-
ment for people to seek
help.” offered Cindy :
Wallace, director of the B3
GWU Counseling Cen- |
ter “Chr desire 15 to
cTeate a0 amosphere
in our compuanity of
suppont and umder-
standinz ™

Addidonally,

Hines will discnss the
10-step, evidence-
informed regimen be has developed to keep himself fom falling back into the
depths of depression. He shares clinical smadies that prove why these technignes
aTe mnportant o maintain wellness for everyone, not just those with a diaznosed
mental ilnecs. Andiences will come awary with 8 knowledee of heowr to build their
own toolkit for maintsiving their mental wellness, a5 well 35 the wellnsss of their
loved ones.

Anariliary sids will be made available to persons with disabilities apon regoest
48 bours prior to the event. Please call 704-406-4233 or email serviceraguests
gardner-webb edo with your raquest.

Located in the Mornth Carolina foothills, Gardner-Webb University is a private,
Christian, Hberal arts university that prepares students to become critical thinkers,
effective leaders and compassionate servants i the global community. Emphasiz-
ing & sirong student-centered experence and rigorous academics, Gandner-TWebb
ignites learning and service opportunities for undersraduate and sraduate stadents.
Iemite your finfure at Gardner-Webb edu.

KEinin Hines is a public speaker who advocates for no suicide He manages the
Emin Hines Story and Mental Health Marveis.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

RE-ELECGT

SHERIFF GAR
BANKS

Freedom Life Ministries

Awarded Janirve Sudden
and Urgent Needs Grant

By Dramry Hampron
M Drowell County

Manon, NC - Freedom Life Mimstries was recently
awarded 3 grant from the Janirve Sudden and Urgemnt o
Meeds (SUN) Grant Program to replace a failed HVAC [ 8
unit. The old unit friled doring a sustainad heat wave ik
and allered restored use of the Freedom Lifs Convmn-
nity Foom to its full fonctional capakility. The room is 2
vital taol for operations for things such as ongeing support Froup mestings, com-
onumity collaboration meetings, staff meetings and one-on-one client meetings.

Freedom Life is a local ministry that belps mnstice involved individuals - people
who were incarcerated and may have wmouble finding employment. Freedom
Life services mchide prison ministry, sddiction connseling job raiming, support
groups. After clients complete the program they receive assistance to find perma-
nent emplovment. BMew clients then enter the program and contimie the rainme
employment cyele.

“We are so thankful for the financial support from the Fanimve Sudden and Tir-
zent Mesds (SUN) Grant Program ™ said Dhanmy Hampion, Executive Director of
Freedom Life Ministries. “This will allew s to contimie our work within the Local
Comnmnity.”

For more information about Freedom Life, visit their website at wonw freedom-
lifeministries com.

Raverend Danny Hampton is the Chaplain at Marion Minimon Cender (Prizon)
aed the Execnine Director of Freedom Life Minisirmes.

Sudoku

Solution on page 14

8

€ BiaseFmim Media

I want to thank
all my supporters
for their past
support and
ask vour support
in re-electing
zary Banks
as Sheriff of
Yancey County.

..a,

-\

PRI FOR BY THE COMMITTE T0 RE-ELECT SHERIFF GARY BANKS

warw brenews.com
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T4th Best School District
By Cheryl Shufflar
Burke County

A nattonal platforn for researching schoels, neizhbor-
hoods aod commpanies has ranked Burke Counry Public
Srhaols 14th ow irs Iist of best scheol districes m Morth
Carplina. Miche com released ts new 2019 Best Schools
rapking last month

Im frs fifth year, Miche’s Best Schools rankings ana-
Ivzed U 5. Dieparnuent of Education data, supplamental
data collacted drectly from more than 4,000 schools, and milliens of stodent and
parent reviews across factors such 2o scadernics, teachers and safene

Micks corn gives Burke County Public Schools an A in diversity snd Bs for aca-
demnics, feackers. clubs and acovities, adoinistraton, food, college prep, health
and safety, sports and rescurces and facilites. Individazlly, 25 mainsoeam schools
in the disoict received either an A or B from the wehbstta.

Feviewsrs oo Wiche com praised Burke County Public Schools’ teackers and
adminismators, sayving they are mustworthy, easy o 1alk o sod belpful, and sm-
dents feel prepared for the next level of their education

Burke Counby
Public Schools Super-
infendent Dir. Larmy
Pumann szid, “Wa
are prond of cur top
15 ranking on Hiche.
com, znd we are in
zood comipany with
great schools dismicts
such as Chapel Hill-
Carthora, Wake and
Asheville Ciny. We
will not rest on those
laurels. As We aTe Dow
in our second week of
& rand new school year, and our principals have set ligh expectations for 2018-
19 We have only good things ahead of us in vear two of our districe stratagic plan,
whick centers on smdents. Cror gozl is o provids our stadents with a safe and sup-
poriive leaming epviromnent, where a world-class level of semvice and techoclozy
will allow us 1o remain a leader in our region, and counpetitdve o our state and
nafign ™

MOFRE

The Mo, 144 stare ranking for Burke County Public Sckools s out of 116 school
dismrces. The website also ranks Burke County Public Schoels 22nd in the safest
schop] districts caregory and 25th in the best teachers caregzory.

Tast a feor bighlighes for the new school vear includa:

» The opening of Mountzin View Elemantary School and the Global [monsrsion
» The Burke Coumty Public Schools intermship program, which connects students
with intemeships at local business and mndusoy.

» Breakfast on the Go o zll elementary schools and Second Chance Breakfast at
miost 2l secondary schools, plus Universal Breakfast at all schools, which means
breakfast is free for all students.

» Confnwad committed to the safery and wellbeing of all smdenss, staff and visi-
tors onoour school campuses and on our bauses o and from school

= Zero tolerance for tullyving. Anyvone can repor an incident of ullyving at hmpo!
www burke k12 ne ns'parents ‘parents bullving

Supper program transifions fo Mountain View
Morzanton, WO — Friday, Sept. 7, 2018

Mountzin View Elementary School’s cafeterza will soon ring the ball for thoee
meals 2 day. Burke Covaty Public Schools and Charrralls has moved its Ear
"Well After the Bell suppar program to Moanmin View Elementary School, 805
Bouchalle 5t Morgapton, addivg 2 late-afiemoon early-avening ‘maal 1o ifs
breskfast and hinch .
programs. The supper
DIDETEM 15 Opel I
amvoue o the comume-
nitv and is free 1o all
children agzes 3 o 18,
The suppser price is
33 for adults. The hot
mea] is sarved from 3
1o 6 pan. each week
on school davs start-
ing Wednesday, Sept.
12. Tha program also
includes 2 homework
club and envichment
activities fromm 345 10 4:30 pom each day.,

Eat Well Afier the Bell menu trens mchide barbecue chicken, baked spazhetii
znd 3 pancake breakfzst for supper, mst o pane 3 few. The program is faderally
funded through the USDA and averaged E0 meals served ar its previous locations.

Burke County Public Scheols Supermtsndent Dir. Lammy Pumam szid, “We are
pleased o offer thiz additional meal to smdewts and ther families at our newsst
srbopl. We are excited thar the commnmity has accsss to & good, bealthy, hat sup-
par. Parents don’t have to worry about coaking, and they can fapd thair children
for free It really is 2 relief on their pocketbooks and their ome. We are gratefil
for our parmership with Charosells to be abla fo take advantage of this oppoom-
mity through the UTSDA Charmwealls does a fanfastc job serving smdents twice a
dav and now three Gmies a day at our supper program lecaton.”

Pumam added thar the free supper is 3 great oppornity for faith-based organd-
zations in the ared who hold services on Wednesday evenings to take advanmzs of
the proeram and visic Mounrain View as a group for a meal

Starting MMondsv, Sepr. 17, the supper program also will be availsble st Waler
Jobnzon Widdle School

Chery! Shgfifer is the Public Relations Qfficer for the Burke Cowsdy Pubiic Scheal
Syt

EIF‘ERIE-HCEEI HIKE LEADERS AHTED

for "The Grandfather Challenge” program for al-risk, strugglhing kids.
Pleass sees Tinyurl.comThelasonProject2013 for more information,
and sand inquiries toc james{@jamesnipper.com .

Lakeview Mercantile & Gardens

J & 4 Generation Owners * 35 Years Experience * New Merchandise

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

765-9133

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

« Garden Supplies
» Seed

* Annuals

* Perennials
« Shrubs
Soils
Fertilizer
Pottery & Containers
Hanging Baskets

Find us on
Faceboolk
for Specials

www. brenews.com
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Grace Community Church

Forgiveness
By Jarry Leats
MeDonael] Cowmidy

The Unpackine Forgpveness semmon series 15 brmzing up all
kimds of gusstions. T s glad. Feel frae fo email me [jerry s
zraceforall arg) with vour questions. IT oy to answer them
hare at enowzhforoday.org.

Can you forgive anwrepentant parson” What if soimeons
has I v desply;, o is soll mmens yow, baf is aorspeatant™

They know what ELEl Lane dons |3'-:_:111'Etuld e o0 ir's
obwzons) ur they refise o accept resposibility. Caw youw forgmve swch a pereon”

First of all, lefs define forgmvenass. IT] give you the shor aed e long definition. Wy &-

vorte (shart) definition of forsiveness i tis: the refisal to prmizsh soneors for semethine i 1 i
i becmeg s doseri arsinsors o s ek Ho spice and .Pa lliative Care of the Blue Hu:!ge
them by the things we say 10 them o sbous them My Ervarite (long) definstion of forgive- Antiques Vintage Items Books Clothing
ness "When dowe forgive otersT When we siive against all teoushs of revenge; when

we will mot do our enenvies masscldef, ot wish well to them srieve at their calsmaies, HEH"}“IES Furnlture Tﬂﬂ'is jEWEI r'f Art

pray for thern, seek reconcilstion with thean, and show ourselves resdy oo 21 oocasioas m
relieve them. (Thomas Watsor, Body of Dhvinin)

Foomans 12:18 says, "[f possible, 5o firar it depends on vou, Iive peaceabiy with ail.™ Closed on Sunday & Monday

S0, what does fhis mean for the mrepentant person” In shaort, you can't ive someone ) A
wiiat they carmat receive. John Prper says, "Wen a person who wronsed vs does not DPE“ mﬁﬁﬁa‘f thru Frldﬂ‘f glm"q-au
repant widh confridon sad confession mnd comersion, ke ous of te Ml work of forgive- Satu I'dﬂ"f 9:00-12:30

ness" As sk you cannot forgre an woepentant persoen. Mow [ Enew what soms of you
are thinkime Whew! T dide't wans o Mow Do off the ook

Toe 5o guock! Motice Wason's definetion and Fiomans 12°15. The phrases "siive agamst = .
ﬂl:ﬁ'mg:" aed " so far as it depends oo vou” show wp. While vou :]fgm:-t forzve aE::Lh= 25% off for Senior Citizens on WEdnESda'ﬁ
Imrepentnt persom, you nuxt release them Piper azaim says, "Wa can sill lay down oar il 25% off for all Veterans every dﬂ"!
will; wa can hand over cur a o God we can seek to do hiro good: but we camot camy
Shire o ssermiSiation tr A" BOGO on all Books and Clothing on Fridays
Whils VI CADmOt Zive someone what b is wrwilling to recaive, the queston is a2 you - o
really willing to zve 17 Piper breaks dovwm Watson's definion ke duis: Shup DDnEtE ‘{ulu“tﬂer
Fiare is forgivenss: when you fasl that someoe is your eneny or when you simply fsl For more information call:
st vou of someone you care sboul has been waonsed forgiveness mesmns:
1. resisting revenge I Y Heipler and (Palllarive
2. not repmming evil for evil "'-“F ‘C’_L‘::“E" -

3. wishirz ther well

sEsmen i 828-688-6400
5. praymg for thedr welfare,
4. seaking reconcilistion 5o £51 33 o depends oo v

7. and comdng o der ad in distess.
Cruch. Thes requires a resl beam chack

Jarry Lewis iz Senior Pastor af Grace Community Church in Marion,

3 '-'Ilf .
i LA

b

A '|.|"".a 1,"“!'""-- -""I. ,__.:,,_.-‘_ -"'"-.q'
AT Jn‘;}’ e o L
l‘.-r .-1|_\|| iﬂ -l?. ? !'l 'n}l..: Y
% It

Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stnpr’i:y our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure |
to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has .,

weather prool polywood turniture, customizable tire pits, and our — A ‘I-
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and S

styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g
work. Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
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VOTE

Jeff Harding

County Commissioner
VOTE

Business & People - Not Politics
A Strong Voice for All of Mitchell County
Elderly « Education * Entrepreneurship

VOTE « VOTE = VOTE
Vote November 6th, 2018

Ad Paid for by the committee ro elect
Jeff Harding coumiy commizsioner.

L& B FURNITURE

McDowell County's Largest Selection of Furniture

Exit 81 1-40 -
(828) 652-7T667

136 Worley Road - Marion NC
Tursday - Fridsy  Satunday iﬂqi]&nhr

Ulmm - dpm d0am - dpm

By Humter Taylor, Education Cocrdinator
Tancgy Coumty

BUBMSVILLE, NC: Chocolsie Sensation: A Season
Celebration

Crr T2nd Parkway Playhonse sezson has almost endad
and if's fime to celebrate!

Eick up your heels, zet ready to party, and bring your
sweat tooth to our 2nd Ammal Chocolste Sencation and
Seszon Celebration on Friday, October 12 from §:30 to 8-:30. We invite you
o spend a decadent evening with staff and beard members. The evemmg will
featire entertainment by the younz, up and coming Mary Poppins, Jr actors, the
anmoumement of oar 2019 Season, silent & bve suctions, and dancing to nnisic
by The Bob Early Band.

Foaise your glass fo the aris’ Join us in recognizing the benefit the ants play in
aire opportunites for all ages. Mostly, though kick up your heels and have some
fun dancimg in Bumsville!

BSVE if you plan to sttend. 50 we're sure to have enough food and drink fior
everyone. Please email rsvp@parkwayplaybouse com or call (§28) §82-4285 to
let us know you're coming.

Suggested 525 donation per person. We will accept cash. checks. and credit!
debit cards at the Welcome Table on the evening of the event.

For meoe information sbout Parkway Blavhouse, including performances,
classes, and vohmiser opportunities, please call B28-682-4285 or visit the Park-
way Playhouse website at waw parkwayplayhouse com.

Huwnter iz the new Coondinator gf Educarion ar the Parkbway Playhouse.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You o

Celebrare Hecouerny
Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ
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Quality is our Priority

Quality of Expertise. Quality of Care. Quality of Service.
Quality of Life. For more than 45 Years, PruittHealth has been
providing peace of mind to our patients, residents and clients.

Committed to Caring

Our health centers ofter a wide range of care options, including
short-term rehabilitation to get you well and back home again,
or more traditional care in a skilled nursing home setting,

Proven Professionals

In the world of ancillary medical services, one company pro-
vides single-source solutions that satisfy both the patient's and
the health management organization’s best interests.

Best Nursing Homes
PruittHealth announces that 17 of its skilled nursing and
rehabilitation centers were recently recognized as the “Best”

by U.S. News & World Report.

We offer a spectrum of serices allowing patients to
receive the uninterrupted care they need within the
same family of providers.

» Skilled Nursing

* Physical Therapy

* Occupational Therapy

* Speech Therapy

* Medical Social Work

* Nursing Assistants

Serving Mitchell, Yancey, Avery and surrounding counties.

" PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

Mitchell (828) 688-3421 | Yancey (828) 682-7825 | Avery (828) 733-1550

www.PruittHealth.com

ha PrulttHzalth Orgsnizeticn complios with spplicablas Fadaral cisdl ghts lsws and doss not discriminsts on tha basks of race, codor, natioral origin, sge, disablity, or s
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VOTE

RALPH

~HIS -

FOR NC SENATE

WWW.RALPHHISE.COM

In the Senate,
’'ve worked to:

. Protect the 2" Amendment

. Protect the Unborn

. Protect Marriage

“I'll always fight
for our values.” |

— Ralph

Paid for by Ralph Hise
for NC Senate
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