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By Bruce Cannon

A famons lins fromm “The Wizard of Oz" fits well to describe the terribly imcomfortshle feeling T felt while listendng to the variows presenmations at the Mitchell
County State of the Child Conference. That line stated by Dorothy, “Toto, I've ot a fesling we're not m Eancas apymore, ™ is based upon the concems that her environ-
ment kad greatly changed and that she was seeing things she could not believe.

As ] listened to presenter after presenter at the Conference niy heart broke that the children of Mitchell County, and those all across our naticn, five in a very different
world from the one I grew up in. Leonard Sweet, an American theelogian, charch historian, pastor, and auther stated in 3 Charch zrowth conference some vears ago,
“If you were born before the year 1960 the world you were borm infe no loager exists™

He was referming to the principles that were onoe held dear in America being let go by the wayside. The principles of common decency, a sivong work ethic, respect
for sutherity and so forth are quickly vanishing from Ametican life and our children are growing up in this new belief system. Onr streets, schools and homes wese
omach safer then than now.

At the State of the Child Conference those who arttended heard abount the svailability and use of illegal drags, elecmonic devices being used to disseminate conipro-
muizing pictures of youth, the begmmings of pang activity in Mitchell County, and suroundims counties, and that sexmeally tansmirted diseases are present and being
contracted by some of our youth. These and other startling bits of information were chared passionately by professional groups wiho have a luge tharden for the state
of our children.

What is the answer? Senator Balph Hise, kevoote speaker, did a masterful job in laying ount the problem and also posing the best sohition possible: the Lord.  Senator
Hise called on the Church to be involved through prayer, learning of the needs of the children in Mitchell and of wolontesting to mentor and tator youth and children
I want to express a personal thank you to the ones who bed breakout sessions, to Bear Creek Church for hosting and to those who attended. A special thank you to
Senator Hise for being willing to spend the moming with us. (The following groups made presentstions at the Conference: Mitchell County Board of Education,
Mitchell Connty Sheriff's Deparmment, Mitchell County Health Deparonent, Mitchell Comnty Department of Social Services, Mayland Comnmnity College, Mitchsll
County Faith Commounity, Mitchell County Fecovery Ministies, Inc., Children's Dievelopmental Services (CDSA), TRACES, Healthy Famulies, Conrmmnity Care for
Children (CC4C), Mitchell County Preschool Services and Family Support Metwork )

From this Conference I pray we will seek ways to be involved. How? By first making sure our own children and grandchildren are safe. We mmst pay atention o
the waming signs that something may be wrong. Are our children invelved in dmgs? Are they victims of having compromising pictures of themsalyes sent ouf elec-
fronically? Do we suspect something may not be right?

Second we must be involved in the sohaticn. We nmst educsts our yonth and children of the dsnpers present. We must have opporunitiss available for tem to
fee] they can come to 0s, 35 parents or guardians, with any problem they are experencing and kmow we will not judge them; but will believe themn and act in their best
interests.

Finally, we nomst sesk out kelp if we suspect things to not be well. The Sheriff's Department's door is abways open. Clergy are abways willing to lend an ear, to pray
and to offer help. Professional groups, such as those who spoke at the State of the Child Conference are very willing to belp in any way possible.

This year’s State of the Child Conference was great! But we need more Mitchell Countizns to be in attendance. Owur praver is that pext year's attendance is much
better a5 we “pariner together for the sake of our children.™
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Local Kids need
1 ocal Homes

The Foster Care program is looking for individuals
who are willing to share their home with a child.

REQUIREMENTS ARE:
» Must be 21
. High School Diploma or GED

+ 40 hours of-preservice training and complete various
additional trainings

. Valid NC driver’s license

. Pass a background check

« Physical- physician approval to provide care
+ Sustainable form of income

. Compassionate heart

For more information please contact Mitchell County Foster
and Adoptive Program at 828-688-2175

A Caring Partner at Home

When Florence was unable to live independently, her
daughter Marcy became her round-the-clock caregiver. When
her medical needs became too much for one person to handle,
the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensured
that both Florence and Marcy s physical, social and spiritual
needs were being met,

."..-r .J. X -:‘“1}_ ¥

|
« CarePartners

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
MCDOWELL

F,:u;t:}]rinn.'ﬂ Care. E}Jf‘r']f ﬂd}ﬂ.
(828) 659-7068 &

carepartners.org

Thanksgiving, or Thanksgiving Diay, is a privaie holidsy celebrated on the
fourth Tharsday of Movember[1] in the Smtes. It ornzinated as a harvest festval.
Thanksgiving has been celebrated natonally on and off since 1789, after Congress
requested a proclamation by George Washington [2] It has been celebrated as a
federal holiday ewery year since 1883, when during the Amencan Civil War, Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a nations] day of "Thanksgiving and Praise o
our heneficent Father who in the Heavens ™ to be celebrated on the last Thursday
in Movember [3 J[4] Together with Christmas and the Mew Yesr, Thanksgiving is a
part of the broader fall’winter holiday season in the TT.5.

The event that Americans commonty call the "First Thanksgiving" was cel-
ebrated by the Filgrims after their first harvest in the Mew World in October 1621,
[5] This feast lasted three days, and—as acoounted by attendes Edward Win-
slow[6]—it was attended by 90 Native Americans and 53 Pilerims [7] The MNew
England colonists were accustomed to regularly celebrating "thanksgivings™—
davs of praver thanking God for blessings such as military victory or the end of a
drought.

The BEevolutionary War to Nationhood

Dhring the American Bevolntionary War the Contmnental Conpress sppointad
one or more thankssiving days each yvear, each time reconumending to the axecu-
tives of the various states the obsarvance of these days in thedir states.

The First Mationsl Proclamation of Thanksgiving was given by the Continental
Congress in 1777 oo its teroporary location in York, Pennsylvania, while the
Brfish ocoupied the nationsl capital st Philadelphia. Delegate Sammel Adsms cre-
ated the first draft Congress then adapted the final version:

For as much as it is the indispensable Dury of all Mea to adore the superintend-
ing Providence of Almighty God; to acknowledeze with Gratinade their Obligston
1o him fior Benefits received and to implore such farther Blezsings as they stand im
Meed of: And 1t having pleased him in his ghandant Mercy, not only to contivme to
us the innumerable Bounfies of his common Providence; bt also to smile npon us
in the Prosecation of a just and necessary War, for the Defense and Bstablishrment
of our unalienshle Fizhts and Liberties; partdcularly in that he bath besn pleased,
in 50 graat 4 Measure, to prosper the Means used for the Support of our Troops,
and to crown our Arms with most signal swcoess:

It is therefore recommended to the legislative or executve Powers of these
United States to set spart Tharsday, the eighteenth Day of December next, for
Solemn Thanksgiving and Praise: That af one Time and with one Voice, the good
People may express the grateful Feelmgs of their Hearts, and consecrate them-
selves fo the Service of their Divine Bensfactor; and that, fozether with their
sincere Acknowledsents and Offerings. they may join the penrtent Confession
of their manifeld Sins, whereby they had forfeited every Favor; and their homble
and earnest Supplication that it may please God through the Ments of JTeses
Christ, mercifully to forgive mnd blot them out of Femembrance; That it may
please him gracioushy
to afford his Blessing
on the (Govemments
of these States respac-
tvely, and prosper the
public Coumcil of the
whole: To mspire our
Conmmanders, baoth by
Land snd Sea, and all
under therm with that
Wisdom znd Fortttude
which may render
them fit Insmuments,
under the Providence
of Almizghty God, to S £
secure for these United  Skerch by 4[fred Wand of Thankssiving in camp fof Gen-
States, the greatest eral Louis Blenker) during the U5 Chil War m 158461
of all buman Bless-
ings, Independence
and Peace: That it may please him, to prosper the Trade and Manufactres of the
People, and the Labor of the Husbandman, thar our Land may vield its Increase:
To take Schools and Seminaries of Education, so necessary for oolireating the
Principles of true Liberty, Virme and Piety, imder bis murtoring Hand; and to pros-
which consisteth "m
Righteonsness, Peace
and Joy in the Hoby
Ghost.

And it is farther
recommended That
servile Labor, and such
Fecreanon, as, though
&t other Times innocent,
may be mmbecoming the
Purpose of this Ap-
pointment, be crmitted
on so soleman an Ooca-
sion.

Georze Washington,  momg fo Thankssiving, lithograph by Currier and Fes
tiomary forces in the
American Bevolntionary War, proclamned a Thanksgiving in December 1777 as a
victory celebration honoring the defeat of the Brtish at Saratoga.]

In the middle of the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln, prompted

confinwed on page 20
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. Yow For Supporting Ouxr Aduertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APFLIANCES Grassy Creek Baptist (4) FOSTER CARE Clayton (16) REHABILITATION. RURSIRG
Jonathan's Used Appliances (10) Great Hope Tth day Adventist (4)  Mischell Co. Foster (2) Briaa Ceater (6)
Morganten Seventh duy Adventut () INSURANCE
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers Fime Branch Baptist ({) FURKITURE Eben Insuramce (34} RESTAURANTS
Budhanan Young (37) Pumtree Presbyterian (4 Buck Stuve (15) Fortoer Insurance (§) Roeles Resturant (42)
St Lncian Cathelic (1) Peaples Farniture (35) Motchedl Co. Farm Bwreaw (36) Bubba’s Geod Eats (¥)
AUTOMOBILES - Parts The Bridge (4) Southwest Trading (40) Kation Wide / Trent (31) oTs (A1)
B & ) Auto Parts (41} West Burngville Baptist (4) Premier Insurance (23) Western Szl (5)
GAS Thrive Insuramce (20)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires CHIROPRACTIC Amerigas (10) RETRIL
Phil's Tires (14) Cruz Chiropractic (1T} NURSERY Gratey Cresk Clothimg (16)
Spruce Pine Tire (15) GUN SHITHIN' Lakeiiew Garden () Mowntain Time (46)
COLLEGE Pappy's (%)
BUILDING SUPFLY McDowell Tech (30) PAWN THRIFT STORE
Sumasit Buding Sepply (12) HEALTH CARE Mountainess Pavn Shop (40)  Hospice and Palliaive Care of the
CPA Bakersville Medical Chmic (21) Blee Kidge, Inc {45}
BEEF Jamie Miller (13) Carefina Home Care (10) PHARMACY
Harrell Hill Farm (19) Mlﬂlﬂ'l:[l!'!{“} Thee Prescription Pad (31) TRANSPORTATION
DENTIST Mitchell Transit (1)
CHURCHES Seatt. Marphy (13) HOSPCE PLUMBING/HEATING Yancey Transit (7)
Mtagass Baptit () Hespice and Pallistive Care of the  Barlesan Pumbing Heating (4)
Bear Creek Baptist (4) EVENTS Blue Ridge, In (5) TREE SERVICE
Berry Chapel Baptist (4) Freadom Life (43) Haspice of McDowell (2) PROPANE Ray's Tree Service (20)
Burkemoat Baptist {4) Tancey Senior Ceater (¥) Hospice of Rutherfordton (12) Amerigas (1Y)
Faith Fellowship (4} Hespice of Yancey (15)
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Church Directory

: T The Bridge Church Berry Chapel

T .j of WNC Baptist Church

ny B 207 ] 280 Chapel 51

- = Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Sprucs Plne, NC 28777

ie ok BZB-Ta5-6580

i L www Lridgewnc. org woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com

(& i Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams

¥ T 4 ! Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School B:45 AM

J =K% i o Wadnesday Service 7:00PM wm;"rs..m' 11:00 AM

o e R o Church Office M-+ Sunday Evening Care Meal/

N | o 9:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM

e | i o Mo of T Couty hin sebost” Eve

& Lt ..._:i | % ::::ﬂ “':""u' plee wh'm"“h plby Servica T:00 PM

- =P : i ransform Bl Whaere E i

- 5] - - ': naton mnﬂrmmﬁmj And .jm i Loed]

v i Morganton Faith Fellowship Church

= ‘ i Seventh-day Champ Ray R

BT B Adventist Church Micavile, NG 28755

i3 I £ o 2187 Jameatown Road {E?.H:I-I:TS-EI-H

o b Morganton, NC

T f l A 828-584-8212 www flcn.org

fx — www fiorradio.ong

i ! e Pastor Rick Marcer

X | fl Pastor: David Gillespie

: i Sabbath (Ssturday)

o o Bibla Study - 8:30 am ﬁ-l.l'l'lilﬂ'ﬁﬂl:ﬂ'lmm

# o Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Service - 10:45 am

o - Vegetarian Buffet after church VWednesdey Bible Study - T00pm

i e Wadnasday “Tha sisps of 5 good men e

3 Pralza, Prayer & Proclaim - ordared by tha Lond:
7.00 pm And ha dedighiath in his way”
www.morgantonsda.org Psaim 37:23
Altapass Baptist p
Church Gr '“l"':':'h “tmhmt West Burmnsville Burkemont
u :
P SRS HLINE £t Yo Baptist Church Baptist Church
BIB-TEE-0GED Pine, NG 222 West Bumsvilla Church Rd. 4668 Burkamont Rd.
Lo {828 -682-3880 B28-437-2357
Dr. Marcus R. Baafield For more i"fm“jl
Sunday Schoal - 10:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long please visit
Worship -H:n-l.-u Moming Warship 11:00am Sunday School; 8:45 am, www.burkemontbaptist.org
Sunday Evening - i Samnday evaning B:30pm Maorning Service: 10:50 a.m.
1t & Jrd v Wadnesday: Evening Sarvice: 6:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
ﬁihﬁgﬂailﬁﬁfﬂmﬂﬂ 8-11) JAM, (Jesus and Me) T.00pm Wednesday Sarvice 6:30 p.m.
Discovery ages 12-18) Sookars (young adults) 7:00pm)| B8:30am - Early Worship
Wednesday = 7 Mid-wesak worshlp F-00pm Chureh vision: To become passionaia S:45am - Sunday School
" “That Mitchell County el et oy 11:00am - Worship
Bilsla Bellaving Chureh® may know Christ” physical reds of our church e commrnity, B:00pm - Evening Worship
Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek fﬁ"ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church bl Baptist Church
el 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church o
R26-TE5-E014 Bakersville, NC 26705 2907d US Hwy T0E Spruca Pina, NC 28777
W PHUTARRCh T o www.bearcreekbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor Ryan Bridges ; wiana pinabranch st.nat
pastonficlumireschurch com Reverend Bruce Cannon i iy
Pastor Barry ofney
e apay ot Emd;y E$;:|1nd “ﬁ ;rm Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Li¥fe Cimup Tismasimy- Thumdiy ewsnings, T-00pn Wiorsh rvica 10: Sabbath (Saturday) .

Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Bible Study-10:00am Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
Rt My LR B Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Worship - 11:30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mmn ummmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
] et you i go Bfad b il —ivad el - mr Pmr-r
-unm.m:-mm “For God o loved the word, he mp:mm - T-00pm A Bible-believing Fellowship

ik iy ey gave his enly Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
8 P First Advent
' First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United

St. Lucien’s Spruce Pine Methodist Church Christian Church
Catholic Church s 11090 Hwy. 226 South NC 28666

695 Summit Stres! S Fhts, NC 28777 FHRRGRE. I W SNTTT www.faccmarganton.org

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 B8 TEE-B41 W, Sprucepineume. ong
spumcifiiballscuth.nat Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
Phone (B28) T65-2224 Wi g prucepinafbe.cam
. gpibe blogenol. com B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂ;l::r Javiar
Dir. Branch Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Sunday Mass 8:00 am !:l:'qw Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Faith Formation Sunday School - 10:00am Bunday Worship 11 200 AR
6:00 pm Schoal - 45 am 5% “‘“"""‘“ Wik Youll hinel Ba0PM -
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- m:uﬂmﬂm“ nosciy - Adult Bibis Sty BA0PA
& Di0pm 'A‘m pm Epum:‘;-wmm mmmnﬁm
[ |
wm.mmw m%mrm !Mmm%m.m

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Lana’s Lines
What Would Peter Say?

By Lana Ellis
KEingzpors, Temnessee

Arcording to bhe corm as of five years apo thers
were gver 1.2 bhillion Fomsn Catholics in the world,
58 million of them in North America, who believe that
their church was built on the man, Peter, making him
the first Pope in the line of Popes to follow o this day.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (232 and BE3)
says this concerning the Pope “by reason of his office
as Vicar of Chrst, and as pastor of the entite Church
has full, supremes. and umiversal power over the whole Church, a power which he
can always exercise nnhindered The college or body of bishops has oo anthoriny
unless umited with the Foman Pontiff Peter's successor, as its head ™

If Peter were Pope he would be addressed as “His Holiness™, “Mpst Holy
Father™ and/or “5upreme Pontifi™ which in Lafin means “Greatest Priest™. Upon
approaching him people would bow before him and kiss the pold rmg on his
right kand. The rng would be embossed with Peter’s image and could be made
of thitty-five zrams of pure gold like Pope Benedick XWI's. If dressed like Pope
Benedick XV Peter would wear an ankle length white zarmment overlaid with
lace with shiny red shoes on his feef. Diraped over his shoulders would be a floor
length gold cape and on his head a crown, the gold papal tiara, adored with sap-
phires, rubies, emeralds and other gems.

What would Peter sav about this? What would the gronzy fishenman sav as he
climbed out of a boat reeking from the odor of nwrky sea water and fish when
fold that as Pope his wardrobe would consist of the most elaborate and omats
vesments? What would “Pope™ Pater say to his fellow spostles and disciples of
Tesns while wearing 3 gem stodded crovm and a gold Hoor length cape? Can von
mmazing him extending hiz hand for them to kiss his gold ring? It's even hard to
visualize a ring of thirty-five grams of gold on the callused band of the mgzed
fisherman the band that had meeed and polled wet heavy fish-filled nets day after
day. How i the world would he explain the bright red shoes to his brother An-
drey, Matthew, John and the others while they were weanng well-worn cadely
made sandals? And speaking of doing some explaining, if popes are not allowed
o marry what would “Pope™ Peter say to his mother-in-law?

As Vicar of Christ, Peter would hold the prestigious position of “Head of the
M’mﬁmﬂ&iﬂﬁﬂmﬂ:ﬂﬁjm&'ﬂl&nﬂm&rﬂiﬂkﬂrﬂﬁlﬁnﬂlﬂ
contradict what Paul said in Ephesians 132 that JTesus is "head of all things fo
the church™ or in Ephesians 5:24 that “thwe church iz sulyect fo Cheist ™7 When
elders wers sppomted in the newly established churches Paul and Bamabas “com-
mended them to the Lord™ not to Peter. {Acts 14:23) If Peter were “Head of the
Charch™ be would have the final say-so when guestions arose in the Jemsalem
Council concerming Gentile believers bt instead it was James the Elder. (Acts
15:19% What would Peter say if someone bowed before him?  Sarely he wonld
s3y the same thing be said when Comelins ‘feil down and warshiped him ",
“Stend wp. T foo am a man.”

Wowhere in Scripture is there evidence that the office of Pope was established.
In the Mew Testament there are only two offices in the clharch, Elder/Bichop and
Deacomn. In John 21 Jesus fold Peter
what his miszion on earth wonld be -
“Feed My lambs™ {verse 15), “Fead
My sheep™ (verse 14) and “Fead Ry
shesp™. {werse 17) The Greek mesning
for the word “feed” in verses 15 and
17 has to do with giving food. The
meanmng of the word “feed™ in verse
1§ means to watch ever and tend as
a shepherd Thess words describe the
responsibilities of the Elder/Bizshop,
“teaching and shepherding™ On sev-
eral ocoasions Peter was referred to as
an Elder and in his letters be identified
himzelf as an Elder. Mewer was it said
that Peter would have authority owver
the other elders. On the Diay of Pente-
cost when he stood before 3 mmltitnde
gathered in Jemasalem Peter began
the mission assigned to hkim by Jesus. There, empowered by the Holy Spirit, he
preached a dynamic sermon that resulted i about three thousand new believers.
This was the beginning of the Word of God being “fed” to Jesus® flock of Lambs
(wew believers) and sheep (matring believers).

%o what would Peter =ay? To Mew Believers he would say, “4dr newborn babes,
desing the sincere milk of the word that ve sy grow therely: (1 Peter 2-1) and to
the Elders he would say, “ I exhort the elders among vou, a5 vour fellow elder_.
shepherd the fock of God among you, exercizing oversight._according fo the
will gf Grod” ot for sordid sain. . nor yet az lording it over thoze allotted o your
charge, but proving fo be eramples to the fock. (1 Peter 5:1-3) Most importantly
what would Peter sav to the unsaved? “Repant and be baptized in the name af
Jesus Christ for the forgfveness gf your sins and you shall receive the gift gf the
Haly Spirit ~ (Acts 2:38) Mothing less and by all means nothing more and that m-
cludes “teaching for docirings the precepis gf man. ™ (Matthew 15:9) Is it possible
that 1.2 billion people are being misled? What would Peter sav?

(For the preamble to this article see the October issne “A Fock is a Rock. . or is
™)

Making Each Moment Count

Services Offered
24 Hour Nursing Services
Pain and Symptom Management
FNP and Physician Visits
Respiratory Therapy
Certified Nursing Assistants
Volunteer Support
Social Work Assistance
Chaplain and Bereavement Support

fﬁ\ ‘Hospice and ‘Dalliative
. e of the [Hue ‘Eldge. .
‘\_'f Forwn Wasphion of Wuill

Serving Mitchell, Avery, Yancey, Madison, Upper
McDowell and Burke

(828)-765-5677

Lana Eilis resides in Kingzpori IN, next door fo grandckildren. Church is Wast
Colonial Hillz Baptist Chumch.
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«ROTERISTI POR REIRT A BRRAR TALTR -

+LEORNBAXY FOR A BOLD AND DELIGIHNS FLATER -
South Hwy 226

828.765.9151 | , SerucePnetc

www. brenews.com
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HADPPY

~ THANKSGIVING!

a]
'
( Trusted Choice .

¢ Ie FORTNER
Y™ INSURANCE AGENCY

Happy Thanksgiving from your Trusted
Cholice Independent Agent! We want you to
enjoy the holidays stress-free. We will take
care of your insurance needs, while you
enjoy turkey and other delicious
Thanksgiving freats!

www. fortnerinsurance.com i_i“:':;‘

TABLE QF GOD
By Joyea (Joy) Harwood Baldwin

O the table af onr God hay wide golden threads
A large bowl of fruit there is placed af ithe head
Pure wine is mare lovely thar man’s sweetest dream
Iy cup runming over with colors nnseen.

The table’s fine cover as white as the snow
With draping rich clusters ¢f grapes on pure gold
Luscions fine marna in all golden plaers
Gold ware He serves with the fable mow flagers.

Aroma af ecetasy filling the air
By Jesus own hands flowers touched with s care
Lilver and dicmends clear rivers that flow
Warm light from His presence make CGod’ fable plos.

Sainty dressed in new garments now sing in God'’s
chrir
The music breath taking Gods eyes look fire
Beaurfil angels on golden streety frad
Proclaim a new morning af the Table of God.

T :';la'_ ..J-. Y ':‘I
g —

Jay b5 a resident gf Madizon Coungy, where sha mow [hvas with har hushand,
Danny Joe Baldwin, She is currently a membar gf M Zion Bapiist church in
Marshall, NC_ A5 a previous member she calls Forks af hyy Miszionary Baptist
Chunch m Weaverville, “home oway from home ™. She i currently singing with the
Gospel Group “Jonak & Foice ™ out of Mars Hili, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-
g " will soon be heard by many.

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Michelle Plummer @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Care Ins.

*» VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

\\\l///

Brian Center

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC Phone: (828) 765-7312

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
* Call us for Reservation Program

Spruce Pine

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Ragan Park Fax: (828) 765-7295

wwrw bicnews.com
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Set Your Mind On Things Above
By Allen Buchanan
Mitchell County

Tio be thankfnl is to be conscious of a benefit recemved,
ar a benefit you are looking forward to receiving in your
firmare. The first pilgrims to America celebrated through ;
thanksgiving for their new religions freedom. As a Chris- [ X
tian. I am thankful for what will come to pass eventu- \ \

ally. The more I think of being thankful or the season of
Thanksgiving, it seemns out of place. I would have had

Thamksgiving Diay or days at more places oo our calendar. One day would have
followed Chrisonas because I'm thankfial that God sent His only son to save us
from our sims. The next day wounld follow Ezster. Every aspect of what Jesus
was, is and will be to me as a Christian took place one Easter mom HE ARGSE!
Sadly, people just like von and me seemed thankfinl to meet Him yet in this sinful
wiorld we tumed our back to Him and shouted, “Crocify Him!™ Only to learmn that
on that old rugged cross. He bore EVERY =in of manking so that one day we'd be
in heaven for eternity with Him. I am thank{u]!

The older I zet
the more my mind
is on things above.
Many of you have
fiown in a plane
and know what
ir’s like sbove the
clonds. We'wve
sean oor solar sys-
tem through the

eyes of WASA.
I've spent many
3 day looking up
and wondsring
about heaven What does besven mean to you? I recently posted this guestion oo
social media. The most common answers were 1o see Jesns and express gratimde
for sawing them. Mot just another day, buat THE day of Thanksgiving! People are
excited to see their lowed coes and close friends. Wo more sin, sickness or pain.
We will be rid of Saran forever!

Omne lady stated that azids from mesting her Savior, for the first dme ever, she
could sit doam and have a conversation with ber son who has Auhism. Anpther
lady is looking forward to walking hand-in-hand  side-try-side with Jesus and
apain with her lmchand of 36 vears. He's been wheelchair boumd for 25 vears.
Some will see, speak. walk, hear, nim, jump, sing or sit up for the first tme. If we
think the world as we kmow it has beantfnl places, we haven't seen anything yet.

Grpd's weord tells us that in heaven we will knoa all He knows. Here we think
of questions to ask Him I will know why I was bom with Muscular Drystrophy
and never expenienced lifs withont a disease. I will nnderstand why I accepted
Jesus o young atf age 7 and why He allowed me to lve so long. [ will know how 1
was placed in morn and dad’s life slong with a3 youngsr brother who also has M.
I will nnderstand how He prepared the way for Sherr and me to meet and marry.
Even with this knowlsdze . the ultimate Thankssiving will definitely ocour on
heaven’s shore. We will be praising and worshiping our Lord and Sawvier, Jesus
Christ. It"s my praver that I'll mest yon thers!

Allgn Buchanan ix a freelance Chriztian weiter Allen artends Begr Croak Baptist
chumcl.

While the earth remainedh, seeditme and harvest, and cold and heat, and
surmer and winder, and day and night shall rot cease. Genesis 8:22

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7-:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community™

Trips for November 2018
» Thursday, November 8th — Thrift Stores- Asheville
» Tuesday, November 13th -Hamrick’s
» Tuesday, November 20th- Asheville Outlets and Harbor inn
» Friday, November 29th — Gingerbread Houses @ the
Grove Park

BLACK J:1:)\ ¢

LES EVENT

MNEW 20H8 Ram 2500 Crew Cab
4X4 Tradesman

6.7 Lier Cummirs Turbo Dilessd, Chroms

Package, Park Sense, Traller Brake Control,

Electric Shit-on-fiy fransfer case and maore!

Buy For ONLY
$45,8020

NEW 2019 Ram 1500 Crew Cab
4X4 Big Horm

5.7 Lifer HEMI, Healed Saals & Steering
¥Wheel, 207 Chrome Wheels, Ant-Spin Difes-
enfial, Level 2 Equipment Group.

HNEW HH 8 Jeep Wrangler 4
Door Sport

36 Ler W5 Engine, Aufomalic Transmis-

sion, TechnologyGroup, 17 Alminum
Wheets, 3 Plece Hard Tap

Bury For OMLY
$37 6840

JDH[\I GREENE

ooyl Jeep [ mans

MORGANTON, NC

I-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, MC 28655
www.johngreenecdj.com = 32#-534-533 7

Airpori Transporiaiion

~A_ >

Ashewville Sa45_ 00
Charlotte S&5.00
Call for details 828-537-16320

g

Then saith he e fiiv divciples, The harvest traly is plenieons, bt fre labonr-
ary are few; Matthew 9:37

wanw brenews. com
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Giving Thanks
By Jody Griffin
Avery e Mirchall Countias

Give s thus day our daily bread. And forgive ws our
diabiz, az we forenee our deblors. And land uz not info
fempiaiion, but dellver us from evil: For thine iz the
kingdlom, and the powar, and the glory, forever: dman.
For [fye forgive men their respassas, your heaveniy
Father will alzo forsive you: But [fye forgive not man
their trespasses, neithar will your Father forgive your
respazses. (Mathew 6:11-15)

Mdost people reading this article and this newspaper
will likely be pausing one day this month to place specific emphasis on the giv-
ing of thanks to God for the provisions that sustain our lives every day. Bat what
many of us will WOT do is link our prayers of thanksgiving to our own willimg-
ness to forgive. .

It's kind of impontant, given what Jesus said sbowt it immediately after the
lesson He delivered to His followers on how to pray. Becanse He followed those
pleas for recurming sustenance (Give us this day) with the challenges of termptation
and ewvil then clarifvimg the sipnificant role of forgivensss in our own lives. Jesus
Eknew {and knows!) that our willingness o forgive others directly impacts our owm
understanding of what God offers us i Jesus Christ Again fo be clear, what God
offers all people in Jesus Christ IS forgivensss.

Ministry o the incarcerated incluwdes relating to those who becanse of their
decisions to act in ways outside the laws’ boundaries often believe that they ame
noworthy of forgiveness and love. WOTHING and I do mean MOTHING could be
further from the Truth of the Good Mews (Gospel) of Jesus. Rather, many people
WHILE INCARCERATED finally have an oppormmnity to hear abouwt God’'s grace,
fo tarn away from evil and to embrace the Truth that is found in Fomans 5:8. ‘But
God commendeth his love foward s in that while we were vet simners, Christ died
Jor us.

Becanse forgivensss is a decision God made on our behalf we mow nmst make
that same decision on behalf of others. See how that works? (I know, I know . it
isn't a decision we always find easy!) But it is a decision that shapes our world-
view and takes oo us the heavy weight of responsibility for judzing others and
places the even heavier burden on our personal response to those who have done
ns wrong.. FORGIVING THEM!

T be clear, this is not a snzgestion that these who do wrong should not be
comected. Comrection is necessary and helpful. (Hence the term, *Comectional
Institwdon”). If we get of course, course comection is CRUCIAL o amiving at
our destination! But this is an appeal to everyone to seek a spint of forpiveness
fowards those who have done
wrong BECALTSE in the
kingdom of God, we will ba
forgiven in direct comelation
o our forgiveness of others.
I meet with men every wesk
who admit that they have no
one o blame but themsalves
for their current circnmstanc-
es and who woice regret over
the pain the decisions they
hawe made has cansed others. When I suggest to them that forgiveness is God's
Will, memy stmzzle to believe it and to receive it.

Crod knorars that T am pudlty of breaking povermment laws at times and God
Eknows that T am puilty of bresking God's Laws at tirees. Tam thankfinl God has
faught me to pray for forgiveness. And I am even more thankful that I am directly
accountable for the forgiveness I have received from God and am called to extend
fo others!

Thank you so mwuch for the privilege given to me through your genetosity! I
serve a5 Comnmnity Funded Chaplain in the MNorth Carolina Deparmment of Public
Safery which means that without your prayers and gifts to High Couniry Prison
Mimisiry the minjsiry within the walls of ARMCT wionld not be possible!

Flease consider supporting this minisary through your zifis to:
Hizsh Conntry Prison Mimistry
PO Box 161
Crossnore, North Caroling 28616

I pladze o work to bring God's forgivensass to bear in the lives of all peopls I

have the honor to seTve m fthe Mame of Tesus Christ our Lord. Thanks be o God.

Jody Griffin is pastor qf Central Baptist Church in Spruce Pine and Commmity
Funded Chapiim at Avery-Mirchell Correctional Inztinufion
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Bells of Peace

By Fhonda Gunter
Mitchell County

The Mitchell County Historical Society n col-
laboration with the Morth Caroling Depariment of
Mamral and Culnaral Fesources is participating m
the national program “Balls of Peace.™ This is a call
1o cifizens and organizations across the nation to
toll bells in their conmmities 21 tmes at 11 am
loical time on Mov. 11 as a solemn reminder of the
sacrifice and service of veterans of the W T as well
a5 all veterans. The war ended by an ammistice agree-
ment between the waming couniries 2t 11 2m. oo Wow. 11, 1918,

Chair of the Board, Fhonda Gunter says, “We will be sure that the Historic
Ciourthonse bell will be
rnging and we hope
that every church in the
connty will set aside tme
to participate. Mot jost to
ring their bells, but also
consider a special prayer
service for the 116,516
who died m WWL 211 vei-
erans, &nd those corrently
SETVIng in our armed

——

IS NE-F0EH

BELL

OF PEACE

A World War I Remembrance
The event originsted

by The World War One Centennial Comimission and kas been joined by the Pritz-
ker Military husenm & Library, the Seciety of the Honor Cmard of the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier, the Mational Cathedral The American Legion, and Veterans
of Foreign Wars.

In Washington, 0.C_ bells will toll in the Mational Cathedral at an interfaith
service, marking the centennial of the armistice that hrowsht an end to hostilities
in what Americans ferventhy hoped had been “the war to end all wars.™

Wiorld War I took place betwesn Tuly 1914 and November 1918, and is among
the deadliest conflicts in woarld history. The United States officially enterad the
war oo April §, 1917, Soome 4.7 million Americans stepped forward to serve in
uniform, of whom 2 million were deploved overseas to fight.

Congress established the 175 World War One Cenfennial Commission in
2013 to provide education programs, public ouireach and conmmemorative events
regarding 17,5, involvement in the war, The commission is suthorized to create a
new nattonal memorial in Washington, D.C, to bonor the men and women who
served. Information on the new Wational World War I Memorial can be fonnd
here.

For additional information and resources go ta: https-wanar worldwarl cen-
tenmizl arg’ or contact the Mirchell County Historical Sociery at 8158884371,
mitchellnchistory @ gmsil com , or hitp-' /mitchellnchistory.org.

Over There & Over Here
World War | in the Mountains

Sunday, November 11
11:00 a.m. — Bell Service

2:00 P.IT. Program

Mitchell County
Historic Courthouse

FREE ADMISSION
SPECIAL VETERANS DAY PROGRAM
wiwwamniichelinchisory.org

MITCHELL
COUNTY
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Rhonda Gunier, Chairman gf the Mitckell County Historical Sociefy.
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Life Lessons

Relattonships are the basis of cur everyday lives here on
this earth. They are the things that make all the difference in
all areas of our lives. We start with the relationship with our
parents and siblings at birth and then, as our world expands
with age, this scope broadens into many facets. I want o
spend a few mimtes on several of thess foday, parents, sib-
lings, friends. mates and last, but most moportantly, with oor
Savior Jesus Christ.

At birth our relationship is with onr parents smd the environment that is craated
by them in the home. I was blessed with parsnts that were loving, hard-working,
sirict bt fair, and that bad a strons belief in sttending chorch and teaching the
importance of having a relstionship with the Lord. As I was srowing up I was
blessed to have chores and work to do and was totally expecied to zef them done.
One of the bigzest challenges with oar wwban culture is the lack of WOERE for the
children to do aroumnd the bome! Wow I am not suggesting that everyone move
back to the coumiry, even thongh I do troly believe that there is a different coliure
when the child is reared where outdoor chores are a possibility. The famdly vmit
iz 50 important in the overall plan of life, and there is a biblical stachare that is
fundamental to this unit. The father is to be the head of the honse and must be
willing to kead in disciplime and trainimg of Christisn principles. To do this he
must first practice these principles and lead by example oot just talk. Mow I
kmow some of vou women may take issue with this bt if so, argue with the Bible,
niot me, becausa I am writing about the biblical principles that are taught m the
Bible. Barbara and I have been marmied fifiy-four years now, not every day has
been pleasant, but most have, and we have med to follew the written instructions.
Let me be very clear, Barbara is not 2 meek little mouse and has never been,
and she sure speaks her piece and states her thoughts clearly and plainky?! I have
leamed ower the years, sometimes I am still leaming, to listen and really evaluate
these thoughts and ideas. Most of the time, thank goodness, we are on the same
page, but when we aren’t, and I make the decision to go against what she thinks,
she does support e MNow I do admit, when T go against her and it goes wrong, at
times she will remind me ithat she didn*t want me to do that m the first place. Our
children nead to see us united and pulling tomether as a conple with a visible com-
mitment te each other As parents we must be clesr in our expectanions of conduct
fior our children this is an area that has really changed over the years. Iwas told
once fo do something, not given 2, 3, 4 or five times to do something. I cannot
count the times I was sent to the trees out front to bring back a switch and had oy
legs and little bt switched! You would have thought that T would have beena
faster leamer! Today you can get arrested for spanking youor child in public! MHow
I am oot advocating abuse, but I guarantes that a geod whipping is not going o do
permuanent damage, but it will instill respect for autherity and following miles and
Llews. Proverbs 13:24 He thar spareth fis rod hateth kiz som: but e thear loveth
fime chastens him befimes.

Az we grow up and mature. the tde changes and we children oft fimes berome
caretakers of the parents. Even hefore that time we are instmcted to honor oor
father and our mother This is ons of the ten commandments that carmes 2 promise
that oar days may be many. [ s2e and bear so many children today speaking very
disrespectflly to and of their parents, folks this is tofally wrong! I remember one
morning dad and I were af the milk honse milking and dad said something and I
really smart mouthed him. I don't remember what it was all abowut,, but I do re-
member, and always will, what happened The next thing I knew I was laying on
the pround cutside the milk honse where dad had Literally kicked my behind with
his foot. He was standing over me and said, "5on, don’t you ever speak to me
like that azsin " and I never did. That might be a liftle drastc, bat it sure taught
me 3 lezson and T abways respected him because I ouly got what T deserved In
1900 Barbara and I moved bome and told her mother and my mother and dad that
we were home and would be there to take care of them, that we would not leave.
Moy again, I know that this is not always possible, bt I also know that it was one
of the bigzest blessings Barbkara or [ either ever had

Pualations with our mate are so critical in our lives and thoss of our children.
Ax T said earlier, Barbara and I have been marmied 54 years and coumting. Chur
spciety today looks at mamiage as 3 legal apreement, not 3 covenant. As 3 fiend
of mine wrote, a legal confract or agreement can be changed by a legal apzee-
ment, 8 Covenant cannof be chanzed. Marrage is oot easy bat keeping it together
has o000 many blessings. We mmst understand that many times our heart does
not fiee] like we are n love, bot we must make a mind decision that we made 8
covenant before God and others that we would be tmoe unfil desth do us part. Now
there weare probably mmes that Barbara wished that wers not so, and maybe even
me, nat we agreed at the beginning that thers was to be no ending except by death,
there would be no divorce, there would be no leaving to go bome because we were
mad. This was a mind decision. Given time and effort, the beart would catch up.
Diom't give np oo mamiage, the rewards are too great to miss, today we have five
children, twenty-one grandchildren and soon to be eleven zreat grandchildren
blessings tmaly sboumd”

The last, but most important relatonship T want to address, is the relationship
with our Lord and Savioer, Jesus Christ. Without this relationship, none of the
others will be the same. This relationship controls our outleok and atrnds toward
everyone whose lives we cross. Withour it, our families never really achieve the
lowve for each other and the caring for each other that this brings. Tme beliaf and
trust i the Lord also takes a mind decision snd a3 heart decizion to be folfilling,
and it must be worked on contoueously. We cannot give our lives to Fesus, say
well I did thet, and walk saay and have the joy of his love in our hearts. We mast
inwest in this relationship just like we must invest in 3 mamiage relatnonship if
we want it to muly be a blessing to us and to those around ns. We mnst acquire
knowiedze and have fear in the Lord bafore we really are able to feel the love thar

conithued on page 37
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PAPPY'S

GUNSMITHING & BACKWOODS LIVIN

Dhsabled
Feferan
vwned and

Operated

* Full Service Gunsmithing
* Dufch ovens

» Survival foods & more

* Essential oils

* Qutdoor cooking systems

6 Stardust Rd. Suite 9 » Burnsville, NC 28714

( 82 5} S36-5250 - pappyia backweods-livin.com

il
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YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

VEIERANS DAY

We give Thanks for our Veterans and our customers
Thanks and God Bless!

394 East Main St. Best Food

Burnsville, NC B828-678-3388 and Prices!

www. bremews . com
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APPLIANCES

* Come and see the friendly staff st Jonathan's
for all your applisnce needs,

* We repair all major brands of appliances.

* We repair Monitor Heaters!

I e iﬁll
Cash It, Don’t Trash It! e Seciiien
We buy your used applionces! * Washers
¢ Diyers
149 Roan St., Sproce Pine, NC * Stoves
828-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

Carolina Home Care

Specmllsts INC

llence in Personalized Care

Medicaid Covered Services Other Senvices
= In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children - Insurance
= AP Choice = V& Homemaker Semvice
= Pediatric Murse Aids » CompanionSitter
- Respite
Our in-Home Aldes are supervised by a registered nurse
who Is avaliable during alf hours worked by the alda.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340

AmenGas.

Driving every day

alp you prepare for the upe
We provide secure and reliable
prapane service for your home or business, and offer new
customer pricing with lock-in rates. AmeriGas also has terrific
pricing programs for churches, fire departments, community
centers, fireman, law enforcement officers, correctional officers,
EMS employees and any size business.

Your [ocal stane is ready to h
1018 - 2019 winter season,

ming

+ PROPANE

» SERVICE

» APPLIANCES

* HEARTH PRODUCTS (3ot prives on Burk Stove

produc o ipam! |

Phone: 828-675-1513 or £28.640.3532
Address: 6161 US HWY 198, Burnsville, NC 2871

Editorial

By Barbara Harrall

In the month of Movember of each
year we celebrate two very Important
bolidays that remind us of our beritage
and history. Those things have become
rather 1mimportant i the curment
anmosphers in our couniTy today. T
wonld like to remind all of ns that it 15
and has always been very important m
our society.  We are so blessed to live in a connmy where we have the freedom
to worship as we please. A conntty where we can succeed o1 fail depending on
ourselves and our circumstances. Many of our youne people in this coumtry do
not appreciste these fresdome berauce they have not been tanght to apprecizte
beritams and history, This month in oor paper we have included the history of
“eterans Diay and Thanksgiving Diay.

Weterans are the backbone of our freedom. They have paid the price to keep
this conntry free. Many paid the nltimate price. And yet, today the nulitary is
mocked and made fun of and our fag is disTespacted. [, for one, am proud to
stand tall and salute that flag that stands for our great conntry. (see oar history of
Weterans Day on page 47 )

Thanksziving Diay bad its beginnings wihen the country was not even a Couniry.
It is such a blessing to be able to have the freedom o express our thanks to God
t'nn:lmblessmgi In our ﬁmll].rﬂns:lsa cacred day when all of our family thet

T can come, come fogether to share a meal. fal-
lowship and 3 camaraderie that spans the pen-
#=-4 erations. We are now so large it takes 3 houses

o accommedate three-fifihs of mar family.
_{ But, nothing replaces the awesomeness of
“| sitting m that commmmity building an having
each one ell us what they are thankful for this
| year. This year will be even more nostalgic
because we have lost our matriarch. Life goes
on and we will cling ever closer and contnus
o teach our young ones the importance of our
heritaze. (zee our history of Thanksgiving
Day cn page I)

Barbara Harrell, loving mother, prandmother and sveal-srandmaother: Part ownar
Biue Ridge Chriztian News.

: 2
Hareell Hhll |

crfadine

A1N1LS

B T N RN

No ﬁmtlhmtlcb -
Locally Grﬂ-wn
S llARe 20 & Whole |
w-uF _,?,_"i “"‘id"

ﬂ'

aol. cu‘fnh'i'

HarrellhillFarms o

828-467-0280

Servicng: Mitchel, Yoncey, MeDowell, Magison, & Buncombe .
counties, www.harrellhillfarms.com
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“The Faith That Fleases God™

Hebrews 11
By Shawn Thormas

Burke Courty

What kind of gift makes vour spouse happy? That’s impor- |0 0
tant to know, isn't it? Because people vary so much in what E .
pleases them. For example, some women might be delightad
if you got them a certain kitchen appliance for Christss or
for their birthdsy — bat there are others that if you got them
a kitchen appliance as a gift you'd be n “the doghouse™ for the foreseeable fumne!
Cme of the keys to a geod relationship is knoenng what kind of gift pleases the one
vau love.

Amnd this is oue of our relatonship with God as well What pleases Him? That's an
Imiportant guestion. Simce you are here af chorch, T assume that means. yon probsabhy
hanre at lesst some kind of desire to please (God. 5o, what pleases Him T We zee it in
this paszage:

I Your Life’s Goal Is To Flease God

Verse 5 says “By faith Enoch was faken up so that he showuld not see death ... [for)
Ingfore his being taken up be was he was pleasing fo &od * Those last 3 wonds are
the key hers: “pleasing to God ™ THIS is what we are shoofing for. THIS is what we
were made for: to please God.

God is the One who created us. He dreamed s up in the beginming. We wouldn't
exist withont Him. He formed us and shaped ns and gave to each one of us life.
Pzalm 139 zays He formed us in our mother’s wormb, When He breathes into ns the
breath of life, we live. When He takes it away, we die. Our lives begin and end in
Him, snd durmg the whole of our life, we are accountable to Him. We are here on
this earth to plesse God Bamy of us may nead a conscious reminder of duat: we are
here 1o plesze God.

We are MOT bere just to please other papple. This is the bip mistake so mamy of
s make — spending ;ur whole lives trying to plesse other people. But the problem
is, you can never do it If vou please one zroup, vou are going to anger snodher. If
you Zive in to cne group, you offend mmother You simply CAWNOT please every-
one. You can spend your whole life, narming around endlessly in circles, and liter-
ally dove yourself MAD trying to please everybody. You cannot do it you canmot
please everybody!

God says the good news is, yon don't have mo! That is not what vou are here for
Yon are not here to please people. Yion are here to please (0D

In Gaalztians 1:10 the Apostls Paul =aid, “For am I now seeking the firvor gf men,
or aff God? Or am I striving to please man? If T waere sl fryaing fo please men, T
wionild ot be a bondrervant of Cheizt ™ Panl said T arm not just preaching the things
that people want to hear; i fact he was actially offending a lot of people with his
teaching. But be said I am here to please (0D, And you are too! You are not here
io plesse people. God put you bere on earth to please HIN! Remember that.

Bz here is sanother angle on that: we are not bere just to please OURSELVES
either! See soane people would szy, “Mo: 1 am not a people pleaser I am just going
o do whatever makes me happy, mo matter what amyone else thinks.™ Well that's not
right either. God dide't put you here to pleass other people, but He didn’t place you
here just 1o please yoursalf either.

Jesus said m Luke 9:23 that fo be His follower mesns that you “DENT FOLR-
SELF take up yvour crors daify and follow HIM © “Deny yourself” means that as a
follower of Christ, vou are no longer free to do just whatever you want to do. Yoa
are not free to say: “where do T want to live, what do I want to do with my Life?" Mo,
when vou become a Christian, you put to desth your cam dreams and sspirstions,
and follow HIM'

I Corinthians & 19-20 says “vou ane ned yorr own; for yor have bean boughs with
a price, thengfore glovifls God with your body. ” The guestion for the genmne Chris-
tizn should never be- “what do I feel like dpinz", but “What does GOD want me o
da™ S0 many people give the advice: “Fust followr your keant ™ WO The Christian
is not to “follow your heam:™ yon are to follow Jesus! Every day we are to et up
and =y like Jesns did m the Garden of Gethsemane: “Nos mry will but thing ™ That™s
why Jesus tanght us to pray in our daily mode] praver. “Thy will be done ™ Mot “my
will;” “THY will” God did not place you here fo folfill your drsams; He placed yon
here to fulfill HIS purpose for you. Yo do not exdst to please other people; you do
nat exict 1o please yourself you exist to plesse God.

IL You Please God By FAITH

It is im Light of this zoal of “plessing God™ that -6 becomes 5o important: if we
were created o please God, then HOW do we do that? Verse § gives us the answer.
Tt s=ys: “Witeons finth it &z impassible fo please Him. " 5o, if you want to please
od, the Bible says, you nonst have faith. Faith is God’s “love languagze ™ if vou
will; that’s the gift that pleases God.

S that helps ws. If we want o achieve our life’s poal and please God. we must
have faith. So, one of the first questions we need to ask, then is, what IS faith?
Grod conveniently gives us the definition of that in -1, “Now faith iz the assurance
of things hoped for. the conviciion of thimgs nof seen ™ Faith is belisving something
— really being assured of it really being conwicted of it — even though you have
OEVEr Sea 0t

Fairh is how we are saved. Verse 2 says, “Far by if, the men gf old gaimed ap-
o™ — in other words, this is bow they were saved in O1d Testament tmes. And
the Mew Testament teaches us that this is how we are saved today too: Ephesians
2:8 says “fior by grace aze you saved by faith ™ And s we saw, “faith™ s believing in
something we haven’t seen.

I Peter 1:8-0 explaims this [ think as well as any other st of scriphures:

" dAnd though you have not seem Him, you love Him, and though vou do not see Him
mow, bur baiteve in Him, you greasy rgioice with joy inepmessible and fdl of glor,
obiaiming az tw ourcome qf vour FAITH the saivation gf vour zowis.

It says thers: vou have not seen JTesus. And yet, youn love Him — vou waorship
Him; you sing songs to Him — in spite of the fact that you have never seen Him at

The -

/FAITH

IALL

Hebrews 11:1-7

sll! This iz exactiy the defimition of saving farth: yon believe m this Jesus whom yon
hawve never sean. and you lowe and worship and obey Hiom amnaay. If that is what
o are doing then you can be confident that you ars saved by vour faith!

Some people feel really had becanse they have never seen Jesws. I don™t Fesus
szid “Biesced are they who did not see, and yeit believed. ™ (Fobn 20:29). I have
never seen Jesns. Mot even close. Buf I love Him. [ pray to Him 1 sing to Him every
myaming. I iy to serve Him. And von know what First Peter [ says? When I love
Him whom I have never seen, I will receive as the owtcome of niy faith the salva-
ton of moy soul’ And you will too!

— Yiou didn’t see Him walk hers on this earth

— Y didn’t zee Him die o that cross

— ¥im didn't zee Him rise from the dead

— Yiou can't see Him siffing in heaven right now.

But even though you haven’t sepn Him if yvou believe in Him so moch that vou
really lowe Him and connndt youor Lifs to Him and worship and serve Him yoo will
receive as the cutoome of your faith tee salvation of your soul Don't be troubled
because you haven't seen the Lord. That is what saving faith is: it is believing in
Him whom we have not seen.

AND LET ME ADD THIS: althongh faith is believing in something we haven't
sepn the Christian faith is not a blind faith There are very good, well-srounded
reasons for a person to have faith i Christ.

Yo want 3 reasonable faith take Christisnity. Every year that goes by, archeo-
logical digs uncover more and more historical artifacts that commoborae that what the
Bible says is acourate and tme.

Lat me zive ywou just one example from our daily Bible reading this week Wa
read in Jeremiah 38 how the prophet Teremish was persecuted by some of the of-
ficials i Jemmsslem One of those officials was named Gedalish the son of Pash-
bor. Who knows if this was 3 rsal goy or not; mayhe they just mads icup. Well, on
Angust 9, 2008, the Jemusalem Post printed a story that archeologists had unearthed
a 2600 year old clay seal bearng the name of Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, an of-
ficial in Jerusslem!

And we could spend all bowr giving examples like that History and archeolosy
contimaally reinforce the acouracy of the Bible. And even Jesns Hirnself, T Comnthi-
ams 15 says, was sesn alive by 500 people &t one tme, who at the time [ Corinthians
was written, were “still alive fo this day,” bearing wimess — many of them going to
their deaths under tormre, testifying that they had seen this bz alive!

— How does that “prove™ it? Mo

— Iz it smll “faith ™ Yes.

— Bt iz it “blind, vmreazonable™ faith? Absoluely not. Mot when it is cormobo-
rated by credible witnesses who were known to their contemporaries. Mot when it is
contimaally attested by history and archeolpgy. Christianity is the most reasonable,
e most aconrate, and the most historically grounded faith on the planet, hands
dowm

Blaise Pascal the srest mathematician had it fight “There is enough Hght for
those who want to believe — and enough shadows to blind those who don't ™ It's
oot “blind faith ™ bt fith is believing — on the basis of zoed evidence — this God
amd this Jesus whom we have never seen.

III Faith That Fleases God Is Based Om His Word

This is 50 importsnt: faith is not semething that we just sit around and “dream
up.” We don't just decide. “T think I am going to trast God for this.™ and believe ir.
Biblically, fzith iz slways a response to the word of God. Look at the examplas here
in Hebrews 11:

-7 "By faith Noah, BEING WARNED BY GOD about things unseeH, in vareicg
prepared an ark .7, See, Meah didn't just sit aronnd and =3y, Yoo know, I think
I'm gonma believe God for an ark!™ Mo, be'd have never come np with that in 100
years. It had never even rained before!! Mo, Mozh dida't come up with the idea for
the ark, GOD did And Hoah responded o the word God gave him, with fadith

Ve see the same thing in -8, where it says, “By firith dbrahom, WHEN HE FAS
CALLED, obgyved by poing out fo a place which he waz fo mecaive for an inheri-
fance; and fe went ot ... . Again Abrsham didn't just decide to go out and “claim
some land™ he wansed to have GOD TOLD HIM to go, and Abraham just respond-
ed o God's word with faith

In :11, Sarah didn’t just dream up that she was gomg to have a child God TOLD
her she was going to have a child The faith she had was bazed on God's word com-
ing m her first.

In :17, Abraham didn’t just decide to go offer up his son coe day — God COM-
MANDED him to do it. He was responding to the command God first gave him,
with faith

contimued on page 16
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The Trail of Waldensian
Christmas Lights

By Shervl Troa
Burke County

VAILDESE — The Waldensian Trail of Faith in Valdese will light up again this
year in shining holiday splendor.

The 20th ammal Lighting Of The Trail ceremony will take place the Tuesday
before Thanksgiving ar & pm. at the Trail of Faith.

With more than 100,000 LED bulbs fashioned into favorite Christmas scenes,
the Trail of Lights is a Christmas lighis display at the Waldensian Trail of Faith.

Founded m 1993, the Trail is an outdoor mmsenm consisting of 11 acres that
porirays the history of the Waldensian people back to the time of the Biblical
Apostles, according to the Trail of Faith's website, worw waldensiantrailoffaith.
ofg. Scattered smong the property are 15 buildings and momuonents that detail the
history of each phase in the Waldenses' joamey.

The Trail of Faith tour brings to Life the stoggles faced by the Waldenszian peo-
ple, pays tribwte o their sacrifices and also celebrates their success and mhanphs,
the website reads. The Waldensian people were considered to be people whao lived
by the scripture and were “tormured. exiled, and martyred, and sull the faith that
drove them from the Alpine Valleys of Ialy to the foothills of Worth Carolina
survived.™ The Trail of Faith is the story of the Waldensian people.

Vizitors can look forward to students from Direxe] Elementary playing mmsic
and singing for 3 short tme before Trail of Faith founder and president, former
Morth Carolina Sen Jin Jacumin, reads the Christmas Story.

“It"s important for us fo share the Chrismmas story with the kids, becanse the
kids are what this event is really about,” Jaommm said. “Children play an fmpo-
tant role in Christmas snd it is important for us to pass on wihat we koow.™

As done in years past, three students will be chosen to turn on the lizhts at the
end of the ceremony, marking the raditonal lishting of the trail This year ste-
dents from Drexel Elemenitary will be guided by their teacher Margaret Smith in
their performance of all your Chrisamas favorites!

mmshmmwmmmlunmmMst
fashioned mbo faworte Christ- .
mas-fime scenes that kesp a
steady floar of raffic, generally
sveraging 30 to 40 vehicles a
night to enjoy the lights display, BN
Tacumin said.

“Te have visitors that come
all the way from Charlotie for
our lighting ceremomny and to
seg the Trail of Lights ™ =aid
Jacumin. “Each vear we have
between 7,000 and 8,000 visi-
tﬂ'l'S-.:'-

Viohiteers &t the Trail of
Faith_ also known as “trail
friends.” begin preparation
work for the lighining ceremo-
oy a month o advance in order
o test the lights and set up the
Christmas-time scenes. Ac-
cording to Trail of Faith office
assistant Sheryl Tron, the event
relies entitely o vohuteer halp
and Tron =aid the cersmony
would not be possible withonot
the help of “frail fiends ™

Everything =t the Trail of
Lights relates to the history of
the Waldensian people but the
most important thing is that the
displays are fornsed on Jesus,

“Te love having families
bring their children and we
want folks to just come and
enjoy themselves,” Jarummin
sxid. “The whole event really
remimds ns what Christmas
is about, and thar is deing for
others and deing something for
spmepns alse. ﬁmmemmnghhﬂsﬂfmmmniammhe:blem
give back — and that's a big part of the compmanity.™

Visitors of the Christmas lights display are encouraged to stop by the Visitor's
Center where hot chocolate and hot apple cider will be served alongside refresh-
METITS.

The Trail of Faith Inc. is a nonprofit 501{c)3 finded by donstions from zuests
each year. There is no admission fee to the Chnistmas lights display ot the Trail
of Faith will gladly accept donations to help fumd December s wility bill.

The Trail of Lights will be open Mow. 20 through Sunday, Dec. 24 from §-8
pom. every nizht The Visitor Center will be closed Christimias Eve and Christroas
Diay. There will be no lights on Chriztmas Diay bt the lights will be on Chrismnss
Eva.

For more information on the Chriztmas Hehts display lighting ceremony or the
Waldencizn Trail of Faith call the Waldensizn Trail of Faith Office at 825-874-
1893, visit www. trailoffaith com, or email trailoffaith] 893 @email com.

The Waldensizn Trail of Faith is located at 401 Church 5t., 2W in Valdesze
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Confusing Evil with Good
Ey Billy Graham

Many of our news magarines camy stores of
immyprality. Theelogians and pastors are guoted as
condoning sexnal mmorality under cerfain ciroum-
stances. The Bible says through Izaiah the prophet
“Woe to thoze who call evil good, and good avil; who
put darkness for light, and ight for darkoess; who put
Datter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! ™ (Isaiah 5720

Humamdity kas always been dexterons at confiusing
evil with good. That was Adam and Eve's problem,
and it is our problem today. I evil were not made to
sppear good, there would be no such thing as temptation. It is m their close simi-
lanity that the danger Lies.

Modern social nghtecusness often differs from the righteonsoess of the Bible.
Someone has said- “A wrong deed is right if the majority of people declare it not
o be wrong.™ By this principle we can see our standards shifting from year w
year according to the popular vote! Divorce was once frowned upon by society,
and laws agamst formication and adultery were sirictly enforced. Buf now divorce
iz sccepied by socisty, and fornication is plorified i oor literatore and filmes.

The Bible says: “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil ™ God has not
chanzed. His standards have not been lowered. God still calls invnerality & sin,
and the Bible says God is going to judgze it.

“zod has not changed. His standards have not been lowered. God sill calls im-
muorzlify a sin, and the Bible says God is going o judge it.” —Billy Graham
Honesty was once the hallmark of character But it has been set aside with an “It's
all night if you don't get canght™ philesophy. How do we get our values so mixed
up? How do we fall into this wap of Satan” For one thing, we're shortsighted. We
look for shortonts o happiness. Ouar lust for immediate pleasure prompts us to
think of evil as good.

In one of nowelist Tohn Steinbeck’s books be haz a character saying: “Tf it
snoceads, they will be thonght not crooked but clever ™ In our desire to achipva
snocess quickly, it is easy to gat our values mived up and call evil good and zood
evil

Another way to call evil geod is to say that morals are relative. Someone has
said: “As the corasion, so the behavior™ We have changed our moral code to it
our behavior instead of changing our behavior to hanwonize with our moral code.
Hpthing is firm today. We are not oo solid zZround. Youns people are shifting from
one side to the other. Morally, they are dofing simlesshy withont compass or
guide.

56l another way that evil is called pood is for the conscience to be perverted,
and certainty our consciences todsy are perverted. But nght is right even if
nobody is right, and wrong is wrong even if everybody 13 wrong. God does not
chiangze the maoral Laa to swit our behavior

Hazen & Wemer, who served a: 3 United Methodist bishop in Ohio, Hong
Kong and Teiwan, once szid; “There is no more startling phenomenon in our
day than the respectabilization of evil.” We accept in stride the false promises of
poliicians, the misrepresentanions in advertising, the everyday dishonestes of MW
and Mrs. Jobn Doe, the cheating on exams, the nsual exaggeraficns in conversa-
ton and the conumon inwworalites of our nmes. We no lonzer blush, and we're Do
longer shocked by the immorality that's gomg oo around us. “Woe to those who
call evil good!™

The modern conscience has been twisted and distorted so badly that it is dif-
ficult to tell what is genuine and what i= false.

Self-centeredness is another reason we are so inclined to call evil zood. When
something brings profit or plessure to us we are inclined to call evil pond, even
though we know it is dead wrong. “But it's what I've always w. " or, “It's
good for me, slthongh [ know it°s wrons” are the alibis we have mamufactiured to
Justify evil and call it good.

If we could only foons our eves outward instead of inward and heed the wonds
of Fesns: “Seek first the Bngdom qf God and His righteowsness, and all theoe
thingz shall be added fo you = (Matthew §:33).

Crur rouble is that we say abont Christanity what we say abouwt everyiling else:
“What's in it for me™" In our selfishness, we think of God as we think of everyone
elze—in terms of what He can contribute o ws personally. In other words, we
want God to be our servant. “Woe to those who call ewil good!™

Alzp through a popalar techmigue called rationalization we find it easy to call
evil pond. Hoar easy It 1= to place the blame on others, on crcnmstances or on
fate. From Adam who said: “The woman whom Yoo gave to be with me, she gave
me of the twee, and I ate.” o 3 member of the Senate who says: 1 did nothing that
a thousand other men would not have done,” we excuse curselves. We call evil
zood

Crur Lord was impatient with our tendency to rattonalize our evil and call it
good In Luke 13 He told of the self-rightecous Pharisee who stood and prayed:
“od, I thank Tou that T am nof e othar man—exforfioners, unjust, adulter-

@rs, or evan a5 this tox collecror ™ (wverse 11). The Pharisee kidded himself into
thinking he was something when be was not. He was skilled in the apcient—amnd
modem—art of rationalizaton.

But the tax collector, whom the Phanses leoked upon as the most sinful of
men, saw himself as be was, and said; “God, be mercifld fo me a simmer ™ (verse
13} Jesus said: “F el you, this man wen? dovn o his house justjfied rather than
the aifer; for averyone who exalts kivselfwill be huonbled, and he who Rumbles
himze[fwill be exalted ™ (verse 14).

How can we get our valoes sitaightened out? How can our warped jud=ment be
brought into line? How can we stop calling evil gond?

Some tell us that edncation is the answer to these questions. Prove to people
that crime doesn't pay, that illicit sex is psychologically harmfnl, that excessive

drinking iz harmful to the body and brain that homesty is the best policy. “Let
knowledze redeem them ™ they say.

Orthers =xy that science is the answer. Science can make 8 clean bomb. Science
can make a harmless cigaretie. Science can cope with the problems of alcohlol.
Science, they say, can fap the brain of man and zlter his desires and make him
civilized. Science, some proclaim s the answer to the problems of man.

But the Bibls, which has withstood the ravages of time, tells us 3 different
story. It says that we possess a naiure that wars against us, that seeks to desroy ns.
The Apostle Paul said: “J find them a fawe, that @il is present with me, the one who
wills fo do geod” (Fomans 7:21). Evil is present in us dispuising itself as gond,
conmolling us and deceiving us. Sin is why the atonement was necessary. Christ
died on the cross to make us one with Him—dead to sin and alive to fdghteows-
m=ss,

“Nian without (zod is 8 contradiction. 3 parados, 3 monstrosity. He sees evil as
sood and good as ewil That is why some people love evil and hate that which iz
gond—they ate sill in their sing.™
—Eilly Graham

Wan without God is 2 contradiction, a paradox, a monstrosity. He sees evil as
goed and good as evil That is why some people love evil and kate that which is
Eood—they are sl in their sins. For them, life’s valoes are confused. Paul found
the cure for his violent, destructive dispositdon, not at the feet of Gamaliel or in
the cultare of Greece, but on the Damascns Foad when be met Fesns Christ. Later
be wrote: “For the law of the Spirir of ljfe in Chrizt Jezus has made me frec from
the law of sin and death ™ (Foomans 8-3).

Before his conversion, he saw Christ as the greatest ewil and bresthed out
“tireats and mrder against the dizciples gf the Lord ™ (Acts %:1). Bur after he en-
coumtersd Christ on the Damascus Foad he loved what he kad so fenrently hated.
At last e could see evil as evil and good as good, and, according to Acts 3218,
“there_fall from his epes something like seales.™ His wahies were siraightensd out
because his nature had been changed by the redesnting grace of God.

Christ can do the same for you When Paul beard the voice, be said: “Lond
what do You want me fo do’ " (Acts 928). Tesns Christ is calling you out of a world
of delwsion and deception in which evil is called zood and good is called evil.
Cmly if the scales fall from your eves can vou acknowledge Him as Lord. You
st have a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.

At our Cmsades we have seen thousands come to 2 knowledge of Jesus Christ.
The scales have been lifted from their eyes. They have found new Life in Jesns
Christ. It could happen to you today. Wherever you are, wou can 53y yes to Chst.
This can be your Damasons experence. Life’s vahees can be reversad. They can
b= changed untl you call good zood and evil evil. And vour life can have 3 pew
dimension and a new power. ©1064 BGEA

Scripture quotstions are tzken from The Holy Bible, New Eing Janes Version.

Say ves to Christ. Today!

HANDMADE
foLDAY A
EVENTS

www brenews. com
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Forgive or Self Destruct
By Jeny Lewis

In today's semmon (hitps:/‘iines apple.
commsipodeast/Frace-conmmmity-chonchy
15373363353 T2 & =rfripn-mprno®e30d) I ended
talking about the conseguences of unresolved forgive-
ness. Hare's the full information on that, taken fom
Grace’s mamiage counsaling resources:

HARD MODEL
H =Hum
= Hurts are the origin of most negative behavior
= Hurt is the response w an extemal ACT—our FESPONSE to the act is the !
= Why someone feals hurt
v = Wonnded Feelings—emotional state negatively altered (happy-mad)
) PHIL'S TIRE EEH.'“ICE = Threats to salf—feel at dsk-physically or emotonally (ambamrassed, abusive
Dementer o pethen and 617 West Main Streat Mg, Mrd 0ERIE) - _
%ﬁg({%ﬁfﬁ#g Gt ! Bumsvills, NC 28714-2737 * Parsonalized injustice—enternal acts—seem unfair or mappropriste

(B2B) 682-2421 = Threse resciions o hurt:

= Bepress — deny event happened/deny ot feelings (Faaised in abmsive eaviren-

meent a5 child)

= Suppress — keep feelings bottled up inside (unfortunately burts accanmilate)

(packing clothes in suitcase)

= Express — Verbally and nonverbally

= Expressing bt is when you:

= Bealize the event happened

= Recomnize your hurt feelmps becanse of the event

* Chooss to take some form of action

= Verhal expressions are very commsn.

= Bonverbal expressions are:

= Withdraw (mild form)

P - Pounding fist on the tsble (moderate form)
= Abusive acts toward self or one another (exiremme)

E - Affirs, pornography, breaking things

[ = Passive-Agmmessive

T

S

O|A
M
E

Unresobved hurt leads ...

A =Anger

= Anper iz an emotton (Eph. 4:26-In your anger do not sin)

= 3 Kpy aspects of anger:

= Anper is an emotom

= Anger is caused

= Anger is ditected somewhere

= 4 ways people deal with angear:

= Bepress—push into unconscionsness — denying it

= Suppress—hot thonghis

= Express in negative way--retaliaie

= Express in 3 positive way—idenfify and solve the problem

= To direct anger properly, i must be managed

= J-siep Process to MEnage anger:

= Feel the anper

= Allow time for the ntence fealings to paszs (Diffusion tme scale 1-10, if B-10,
wrait vmtil dowmn o 2)

= Search for canses (wounded feelings, threats, injustice, embarrassed)

= Difference between diffusion and suppressed anger (Botiled up over time)
E ” vV E = Be anzry and do not sin; do oot let the sun go down on your anger, and give no
oppornity to the devil (Ephesians 4:26-27, ESV)

= Becall a recent event whete yvou got anzry and directed it toward a person who

Sudnku Solutlnn wasn' the problen—then analyze what was the real problem

Unprocessed anger leads to;

B =Fesentmemnt

= Sunglazses: resenfment becomes a filter through which you see sverything and
EVETYO0E

= The result is negativity.

= The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the
evil parson out of kis evil weasure produces evil, for ont of the abundance of the
heart his moenth speaks. (Luke 6:45, ESV)

= The tongne becomes a thermometer measuring the bitterness of the heart.

M| |0

W
~J
(e
-

= Destruction 15 the cummlative damage that results from the bart-anger-resent-
ment cycles over mme

= Destruction surfaces across the three areas of a Christian’s life:

= Physical Effects: High Stress. Hizh BP. inspmnia, shaggishness, hesdaches,
weight Loss or gam

= Soul Effects: Anxiety, confusion, racing thoughts, scrambled thoughts, depras-
siom

= Spirimal Effects: Pelatonship with God struggles; nowilling to attend chuoch,
join a small group. Peelings of hopelessness and bostility toward God.

Jarry Lewis is Semior Pasior af Grace Commouiy Church in Marios,

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of the Story
Dipup Harrell

Ac T reread this story of old, I literally had to wipe the tears of laughter from
orv eves and off my cheeks. Pemembening the day brought back such thoughis
of fun, hard work and memories of tGmes gone by, Of fendships that endured
for years, of laughter ringing through the valleys of Harrell Hill with friends that
are no longer here. Clint was, and will always be, one of a kind. His wammth and
friendship with many of us will never be forgotten and his ability to point and
make fum of himsalf on paper is a talent like no other. He was the same in person.
I hope you enjoy this 2s much as I did in rereading and reliving it

Diear friends,

Many of vou hawe written, emailed or called shout this
column It seems that vou find delight in my many foibles,
muisadventares and near —mnisses with danger Also, some
hawe guestioned my veracity — that would be TRUTH
telling — regarding these tales. A couple things you should
know: the Lord nndoubtedly protects me from myself and
the myTiad monsters and events that seek o sonff me oart;
and these stories are absolhrtely moe (not to say I don't exag-

Zerate 3 teeny oy bitg ) Wow get a load of dus;

Owver the River and Through the Woods, With Hose in
Hand I Go!

Unlike the Last several years, 2010 was a challenging one for Western North
Carplina farmers. We were in the throes of a severe drought which crippled many
farmily farms; the once frmtfl soil sizzled and baked under the scorching summer
SUI

It was another warm and DEY day at Harrell Hill Farms and I was asking
God to open the besvens and pour modsture on our parched farmland. Hay aim™t
Zrowin’, ‘maters are wilting, “tater patch looks like a forest fire aftermath. ..
the spil Is groaning for water. The babbling creeks and free fowing sireams had
slorared to 2 mere rickle

This day nrv friend Fammer Diong Harrell kad dmg me 21l over the mountzin-
ons terrain, spraying some kind of dastardly weed killer on the fence line. A= yon
might expect, Doug lesrned mot to trost me on the tractor in the presence of other
mman beings, so be droves. Close your eyes and picmre the powerful Kot tractor
dragging me and 10,00 feet of yellow hose in its wake. I am tudging throngh the
valley, pulling 5 miles of hose pipe; spraying this modern day nuckear waste on 3
gazillion miles of pig weed. {By the way, coe day I will ask the Lord how come
He made piz weed.. it's ugly; it chokes edible plants, and has thoms the size of
horseshoe nails. . that just ain't oght'y Anyway, I'm cantiously moning behimd
the mactor wying to avedd falling into a groundbog cavern. For I know there is
an nnderground monster waning to drag me o the center of the earth’s core and
dewour ny flesh!

Well, God spared my life and empowered me to experthy domp that load of her-
bicide which over ime would fiee the elecoic fencmg from the choking weeds.
Another chore-box “checked ™ it's now time to repair the watering holes fior the
COWS.

Az the Cow Fanteth for the Water...

I guess they are called waternng holes, althonzh they are more like watering
fanks. . they really aten’t tanks either, they are really cement dormats. Whatever!
They devices rise out of the earth and fill with water from who knows where. I
mesn there is no water on the gardens, no water in the creeks. and here I am look-
ing =t 3 round concrets hicky-doo full of life saving watsr.__gzo fimore. Man 5o
nmich to leamn om this fanm!

Amrwray, A D Hamell — *Diaddy IV 1o his family — told Donz we needed to
unstop these foumtsine, geysers, watering holes. whatever in the herk they are.
Seems mud and debais were hindering the flow. So off we go o do whatever a
farmer does fo unstop a cow's drnking fountain

Pride Comes Before Elecirocution®

Well, there's an eleciric fence aroumd the pashures to keep the bovine in and
others ont. Wesks ago, I was shoam where to connect and disconnect the power
for safe entry. If you care, the power comves out of 3 liftle ont-buildng, sort of an
amrient hmnted shed typs stmcture beside Daddy D's house. My first foray to the
shed T finlly expected a taro-headed snake a gigantic spider or at least 3 saanm
of beas to assanlt my personage And so 2z not to disappedint. T ran facs-first ingo
GIAMNT spider webs appesning
like a Johns-Ianville fiber-
glass factory. Thankfilly not
3 single behemoth approzched
me, and Dioug told me always
o remember to discommect
the power before tonching
the wire. Duh! What kind of
moron does he think T am?

Aswe neared the cow
watering spimot I thongzht
saw Doune take the wirs in his
hamds to steady his vaalt over
the femre. You need to know

that Dongz and Daddy I are ooy heroes, in many regards. but I especially lons
1o be a fammer like them And Dong and T heve long had a competitive “thing™
betwesn ns, whether playing golf, picking beans or esting cake One abaays hopes
to outperform the other. Back to the fenre

Following in Dioug’s footsteps, I erabbed bold of that barbed wire, with both

lightening raced through oy fingertips, fingled through oy wists — continued up
oy amms, neck aod bead, spilling doem into my back and belly, extting through
may fest. Heck I doa't know — it's not a constant shock, it's a SLOW elecimocution
technique I falf ke an aleciric eel, did the hokey pokey, wrigghng and dancimg
1o the rhythm of pulsing electricity. Nearbv, Doug had “that look”, as if he was
suspended in time and space, unsure be was seeing whart he was seeing.

Meamwhile, I"m clinging to this fenre for dear life — smoke emanating from
inside my wet gloves (Okay, not exactly pouring ont but so it seemed). Yei I
thonzht, “If Doug Harrell can hold this wire I CAD TOO. T will not give up.™ And
Tdid ..amd T did -.and I did My hair standing on end .. esch appendage covered
in goose bumps as body hair rose o the heavens. | smoke coming from ooy ears. ..
Iwas comvulsing to the beat of intermittent elecmicity. I wore 3 hunted look, a
sickly grin as I was not sbout to fail what I thought was another test of mry farmer
mettle.

Before long, Doug finally approached and said, “Uh, what are you doing? At
that micanent I lost my will to contimee this insawity .. I don’t care if Dong had
hald thiz fence for longer than [. .. ome to swrender. Periodic barsts of electmc-
ity passing throngh Fanmer Cling's body cannot add to life expectancy .. I would
simply lose this challengal

Pouncing over with both legs, I releasad the wicked barbed wire at last. I gazed
&t Doug with newfound admirtation and inguired, “How did you do that? I mesn,
didn’t it ot youT”" Confused he asked “How did I do what?™ Perplexed and an-
noved I contimmed, “Hold onto that wire so long. . it's HOT!™

As Tve comes to expect, Doug just smiled at me — that kind of smile that im-
plies, “Oh goodness where did I find this goy™ — and said, “Clint, the fence is hot.
I went nnder the wire, not owver it™

I burst inte lmghter, the kind that shakes your belly and innards. 51l smolder-
ing from the prehistoric torture fence. S6ll somewhat dazed, I asked Dong, “Why
did you let me do thar — I conld have been killed™ With that twinkle in his eyes
#nd wonder i his mind be replied, “Well, I don't know about that. It's not likely
yvou wonld be killed But I've leamed that when yon mess up it's with gusto. . and
by the time I catch what yon're doimg it's too late to save you™ I pronted, and we
moved on to help Daddy D unplnz the cow fountain.

A Final Challenge to Farmer Doung!

Tapping on Dong's shoulder, I pronounced with nmost confidence, “Bet you
can’t kold a bot fence as long 35 me.” Incredulous, be said, ““Yeah yon win that
one, Pollard,” as be walked away chuckling and
shaking his head.

I thomght sbout my misplaced pride and how
ying to ontdo another, moech less a frisnd. is not
what God wramnts from me Improper display of
pride is shocking — get it. shocking! (That's fonmy
I don't care who va aref)

Regardless of my mcompetence a5 Farmer
Clint, I know that the Lord stood there with me -
althongh He likely kept His distance whils I held
that hot wire.

Omce again, miraculonshy, God proved that He
is God and allowed me to “cheat death™ on the
fimmy farm

Humbled in the Hills,

Famer Clint
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And we could po oo and on throughous this passage and others. Biblical faith is
FOT you just deciding to believe whatever you want, and “claiming it” from God.
It k= important that you anderstand this, becanse vou hear this kind of teaching a lot
from so-called “faith" teachers: claim whatever vou want from God He's given yom
a blank check: yon just write in there whatever yon want. You “name it and clam
ir.™ That is very conmon teaching. But that is MOT Biblical faith. Biblical faith is
when (rod tells ns something in His word first, and then we respond oo His word
with faith and obedience. I hope you see the difference In the false teaching, we're
rying o el God what we're believing Him for, but in Biblicsl faith. God shows us
in Hi= word what He wants us to tmust Him for

See if] had “name it claim if” faith, T mizght sy something like: “I believe in God
in sp muach, that I believe that He will give me the power to step doan from this
pulpit, walk outside, and mn a 2§-mile marathon withowt ever having practiced one
day! I really believe it!! God can do amything"" And that would indeed be an amaz-
ing step of faith, wouldn 't 7 It would be really miraculous if God did thar. Bur I
think what yon would find when you beft this church and drowe down the road = bit,
would be nry body bying on the pavement somewhere — becsuze although T might
hawe had “faith " it wasn't BIBLICAT. faith; what I was “helieving God™ for, wasn't
based on His word.

See fzith that we just “dresm up™ like thar is not what plesses God. The kind of
faith that pleases God is when He gives us HIS WOERD and we believe oo it and act
om it
IV. Faith That Fleases God ACTS!

And this idea of ACTING on what God says in His word is another vital elemment
of Biblical farth If you notice, ALL of the people yvon read about here n this great
chapter, DID SOMETHING because of their faith-

— 4 Abel offered a sacrifice

— :5 Enoch walked with God

— 7T Hosah buils the ark

— B Abrahem left his homes and went to the land of promize

— :11 Sarah kad 3 child

— 21 Jacob gave orders about bis bones

— 24+ Mozes turmed his back on the richss and power of Egyvpt

— :31 Fahab hid God’s spies to Jericho

Cme after anodher, every single one of these people DID something in responss to
God’s word.

MWONME of them sat there and did nothing.

Which reminds us: FATTH ACTS. Faith responds to God, with belief in the heart,
and action in the life. And if yon don't act on it, it's ot really faith

Tames makes it clear: tellmg us 2 tmwes m Chapter 2: “Faith without works i
daad * [-17, 26)

Shomen Thomas is Senior Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Baptist Church in Morsanton.
Hizs messages and devorionals ane aailable af www.shawnefhomas. com

Cold weather is here...warm up with Carhartt!

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
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Marlene’s Medit

Claiming Our Inheritance

By Marlens Houk
Burke Covmty

In the book of Genesis, Sarzh Abraham’s wife,
demonsirates 4 kaleidoscope of coumiries, oolires, and
complications. She encountered danger in Egypt and
the Philistine land as well as in ber mavels. The differ-
ent cultores in which she lived infinenced ber in mak-
ing choices, and her experiences complicated life. But,
throwgh it 2]l God sews the colorful tapestry of her life
with the strong threads of faith. As a result, she helps us to understand that we
can follew her lagacy of steps to a mighty faith and point others to the same path.
Follow the acrostic for a glimpse of Sarah, the princess of Genesis, and her influ-
ence on our faith

5 — The simple historical life of Saral is flled with danzer, daring disobedience,
znd riches, and these facets of her life paralle] spirimal maths. Likewise, throngh
our life experiences, God grows our newbom faith.

A — Sarah’s existence is a spiritual analogy in Isaiah 51:2, for the LORD brought
forth a miracle in her barren womb and formed a mighty nation to provide a
Savior for the world Like Sarah. God can, ot of oor spiritual bamenness, nourish
2 sirpng faith that leads others fo Christ and forms His etermal Kingdom . We, like
Sarah are trophies of His grace!

F. — The mfluence of Sarah’s faith bursis forth in Galatans 4:21-31 where she be-
commes more than bhet historical life. She is now a symwbol of freedom found in the
LOBD. Sarah helps uws to understand that we are the children of God's promises.
She found His promises ttue and empowering in ber life, and we can do the same.
A —The final spmoumcement of fith's frit is foumd in Hebrews 11:11, and Sarah
beckons us o follow her footsteps to obfain a sivong faith,

H — Sarah’s legacy is given to us in I Peter 3-8, and her faith meriis a lifetime of
discovery.

Sarah was a real woman with fanlts snd failures. We enter her story in Genesis
11:20. at 3 desperate ime of her life. She delighted in being the wife of Abraham
but despaired in her harrenmecs Infertility
in her day was equivalent to beng nseless
&nd snbject o being scoused of sin. We
follow her as she:
= falls info the pit of solving her owm
problems
= believes the culture of the day, and
= sporumibs to her emotions.

However, ber grand and glorious
description in Hebrews 11:11 adds God's
perspective. As che enters the Hall of
Faith Sarsh is 3 living testimony o
the centzinty that God can and will nse
women who have stombled and fallen
in life. Fust like Sarah bit by bit, Jesus
works His grace and wisdom info our
life’s stories, and He fashions us info His
image (2 Corinthians 3:18). Sarah’s faith
shines brightly in Hebrews where her farewell to ns and her legacy of tmst in the
LORD has motivated Christian women worldwide for millenwis. We fimish our
jonrmey with ber as she-
= discovers the sirength of her faith w fulfill God's physical plan for her
= allows her faith o transcend her needs. and
= decides to live the promises of God.

We cam rest sssured that, as God molded Sarah inte a woman destined to shine
His Light forever, so will He pour Himself info every detail of our lives.

Sarah has bequesthed to us our inheritance of the influence of her beirloom
faith. They beckon: the brilliant dismonds of faith fashioned nnder the fTemen-
dous pressure of barrenness, the dazzling opals of boliness forged in the firss of
submission, and the glowing pearls of 8 meek and quiet spirit formed sround the
irritants of waiting and disbelief.

How do we claim our inheritance” The first step of the journey is to thoroughly
search the stories in Scripiure so that the riches are discovered. Develop a passion
10 explore repeated things such as words, concepis, patterns, etc. Examine the
subtle messaze of things absent and inspect the mention of things for the first
time_ Then folloar the trail of these clnes to spirimeal principles slzewhers m the
Bible Finally, enjoy these crown jewels a5 a princess, a dmghter of the King,
Happy hunfins!

Marlgne Houk is q reguiar conributor fo Blue Ridege Christian News. Her passion
iz o delve daeply inte the ruths gf Bible women and fo dizcuzs those in Bille

Studies called Backsiaee Pass fo Bilile Womaen. 5he and her husband dizconver jay,
mrnure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marienehoukiibellsoush. net

A:30am-5:30pm M_TW.5. Closed
Thursday & Friday 8:30am-7-00pm -Go io Church
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Loneliness
By Alan Griffin

Az we approach the tailizht yvears of
our Life the busy schedule of family and
friends somm fade into 3 tme when we
find curselves alone Char spouses have
passed over or as many of us do today, we
Zo our separate ways. Afier spending so
many years working, raising children, and
ConsuMInE our tme with relationships we
find we hawve reached 3 point m life whera
others just don’t think abowt ws as mwch. As we age we lose certain freedpms and
slowly, but surely, we find ourselves confined to home alone. Please do not despair.
Crur bodies ape for 3 reazson It slows us dowmn from the bnsde smd bustls of life so
we can spend more ime focusing on our fvmre,

Something inside of e has always been there. It is an urge to re-acquaint
orvself with God. I don't find nayvself special in aoy way. The articles I write on
our varions websites are fairly basic stuff. 1 take 3 subject or 2 word and research
it oo biblegateway com. I sdy the scrpiure and expound on the verses using oy
personal festimony and oy life’s experences. Anyone can do it. My desire is to
grow closer to our beavenly Father. The articles are a simple way of sharng with
you what I have learped T do okay with one on one conversation, bat I woald
never atbempt 1o address a large group of people. It just isn't moy wav. It seems so
impersonal When T am hete it is just a conversation between you, me, smd God.
We don’t have to get dressed up. We can =it comfortably st our computer snd com-

I spend a lot of time by mryself T divorced many years ago and never remarried.
I have dedicated the last 20 years of my life to the minisiry God has entrested to
me. Even though there are times when I am around a lot of people, most of the
time I stay o noyself I find that I have developed sorme unnsnal habits. I talk o
oryself At first I thouzht T was losing contrel of oty faculmes, wmil I realized that
I am never alone. The Hoby Spirit of God is always with me. [ speak to Him and
in harm He speaks to me. His responses are not, as we 53y, nonoal oman cooom-
nication. He iz God. He doesn't pull or push ws. He just stands there, with His amm
around our soul, waiting for us to have fellowship with Hin, If thepe is siress im our
life, He is there to comfort us. When T share what's on my mind T stop and bisten
for a response. It oAy be an answer to 8 sifuation or it may be a stll, small voice
that may be just what | needad. If you et your mind run out of contrel you wall
never haar

We have 1o work at relstonships whether they are lnuman or divine. Mo worth-
while relationship comes sasy. With God it is 3 matter of spending time with Him
duaring daily Bible stody and prayer. We should srive o understand God's Word
Just as a detective tries to solve a complicated case. The Bible is the most amazing
ook I have ever read. It revesals itself ower ime It is a living work just as Jesns
Christ is the Iiving Word. Carefol, dedicated study brings ns closer to God. His
Word remowes the darkness out of loneliness and wansforms our solitwde inro light.

Fesus spent time alone every chance He had ... He went up on 2 mountzsinside
by Himself to pray. Later that night. He was there aloms. Matthea 14:23 NIV He
spent that time in prayer with His Father Thanks to His unselfish sacrifice Hiz Fa-
ther iz nowr our Fatser He gives ns the same opportunity He has to have a personal
relationship with Almighty God Most of vs, nryself included, see our hegventy
Father as bemg too busy moning the universe. He is somewhere up in heaven stuck
in 3 meeting or something. This is simply not ttee. Mamy Bible verses express
(od as being alome. He is not as basy as you might think. He is nof up in keaven
somewhere He is in your mind. He is the fiber of your being. He resides in every
cell of our body and holds those cells together to form our being. He longs to share
His overwhelmimg lowe for us.

Developing a praver life takes time. If is something almost anyone can do. 5o
come out of the darkness of loneliness and into the light of praver. If you are hoome-
bound you can =it in your recliner and spend countless hoars with your Savior. The
minst iportant thing to do iz eliminate all distractons. Torm the TV off and set
your phone on mate. Ry first prayer is to sk God to open oy spiriteal eyes and
ears 5o thet T will imderseand the scripture. T study vy Bible, snd then T iry and gat
as comfortable as I can I relax the nmscles m my neck, shonlders, and anms. When
I first close oy eves I doa't say anything. [ think shout the scriphare T just read, and
I v to remowe all other thonghis from my mind. | now start a comversation with
o1y heavenly Father I thank Him for the day and the abundance of things He has
provided me_ I discuss with Him my family’s physical and spirimal needs. Then
I spend time with Him discussing the issnes of those who are a vital part of ooy
mimisiry. I spend the last part of my prayer time disoussing worldly issues.

Each one of us i= greater than the worst we have ever done. Lookmg back on
past mistakes is mot conducive to happiness. Mever be a prisoner of your past, it
was just 4 lesson not a life sentence. We are abways to look forward. Each of os
has done things we wish we could do over Mistakes and failures im life are for
our own aducation, and are placed thers for the fionre of sur success. It is 3 pood
thing to spend time discussing our past with our heavenly Father. Take the time and
list everything that comes to mind. A prayer joummal is 3 wonderfol tool of prayer.
Write down the issnes that are on vour mind snd then read them to the Lord Then
tear the page out of the book wad it up, and thoow it in the rash, becanse those
things are totally behind us. All the sins of mankind are forgiven so there is no
reason to dwell on the past amymars.

Funck boftom is the solid foundation on which T bailt oy life. Teenty years
ago I separated myself from anything that was contrary to the will of God. If vou
are A new Christisn, or are starting ower Late in life, base your new adveniure on
the Rock, the comersione, Tesus Christ. He is the stone the builders rejected His
foundation is sure and ooe, and His relasionship with von will be based on what is
right Mamy seniors are just now overcoming dme aloohol and phvsical sbuzss. We

find that we have separated
oursabyes from our family,
and lonelimess is one of oor
sreatest struggles. Many of
us feel sparow and think,
“Who cares if one more
light goes out when the sky
is full of stars.™ I &l you
with great comviction that
yvour light never goes out.
You are ao eternal being,
Ome way or another youn will
live forever. For nome g s
Tves for oursehees alone. avd none gf us dies for ourcelver alone. Romans 14:7
NIV Jesus and I care very nnsch showt you so take the focos off of yourselves and
place it oo others. T promdse you will oot have tme to forns on how lonely you are
if you are busy helping others. Can't get out of the house? Start a phone ministry
checking in on other sentors. I knew a lady named Grace. Her entire mimisiTy was
sending birthday cards to people. I loved her so nmch. Bvery birthday I would zet
& card special kandwritten note, and two pieces of zum. It was the greatest birthday
present ever!!!

Loneliness prospers in a heart that never smulss. If T catch myysslf feeling lonely
or unhappy I start singing hymms. I love the old bymns. It reminds me of when
I'wras yvoung riding in the car with noy mom and dad. We were always smeging,
smiling and having a great fime. It doesn't really matter what time it is. It doesm®t
really matter what day it is to me  I'm free. Al duat really matters iz I'm alive, fes]-
ing fine, singing happily.

.4 have upheld you since vour birth,
and have carried you were borm.
Even fo your old age and gray hairs
Tam He, am He who will susfain you
I have made you and I will carmy ypou;
Twill suestaim and I will necoue you.
Isaiah 46:3-5 WV

Alan Griffin starfed the Kidsncheiz miniziries in Novembar 1007, He has worked
with inner ciiy kids for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure thar would reach peaple of all ages and has been writing smee 2005, The
miniztry has expanded their websites fo reach around the warld. EKidmmchrist.com,
millenmialchristian com, feensmchrist.com, sendorsnchrisf. com, pieTura-Varsa com,
and rouhworks-rmalleroups. com.  We had an outreach of over 13,000,000 people
Tt yevae with 36,000, (M0 imprezsions. [ vou have any guestions for dlan you can
reach kim at alan/@kidsmchrist. com

Neuropathy

i Do You Suffer From:
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% - Sharm electric like paine
* Pain on walking
* Difficult sleeping due to pain
* Pnclkding or tingling in feet or hands
* Balance problems

You may have Meuropathy.
Pharmaceutical treatment for
neuropathy haz not proven to
be effective in the long term.
Owr office has had excellent
rezuliz m the reduction and
elimination of symptoms by
using a multi therapeutic
approach including low level
laser therapy, spine care and
nutrition.
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The LORD |s My Shepherd

By Timothy W. Troa
Burke County

The crisp cool air kit his fesh bidng into the fingertips
that prasped the walking stick. The wind on the peaks had
yef to canse anything more than 3 staring of the fading
leswes here in the heller through which he trod. A fatefial
night of harsh winds l=ft the trail liftered with pine cones
and Himbs. Up ahead a3 fallen fock of tress lay across the
path, like chstacles m & steeplechase, over which he must siraddle. Ooward, like
the current in the stream that flowed nearby, his body mosed; silent and steady. In
his mind, the words of the 237d Psalm seirled like falling leaves upon the gentle
breeze. Their paralle] to the model prayer of which Jesus taught his disciples teased
his curiesity. Lost in thought, he ambled on, 35 memories a5 clear as the crystal
waters that purgled in his ears echoed teir distant reply.

“The LORD iz my shepherd, I shail not want. ™

" O Father, which art in hemven, Hallowed be thy name. ™

The air that day had been as crisp, with a2 matching breeze. The brilliance of
the sky was only enhanced by the majestic snow-capped peaks which reached to
heizhts of which he had never seen; at laast not from the foot of the mountzin With
2 small satchel wpon his back, he begpan his unknowing sscent upon the fomtpath
that had besn well wom from cenfuries of pedestrian raffic. To be i the presence
of such imagery cansed him to pause often and stand in awe. Likewise, the rever-
ence fior which he watched became increasingly mtense with each footstep npwand.
Like clonbing to the Father, our spproach to God the Father, each new day living in
Christ, we come nearer to Him In that mannmer, we monbly enter mbe his glory, and
by his Grace, we are saved. It is at that point we can boldly say, He is my shepherd.

The burdens of the week bezan to drift back into the man's wain of thought,
Insmmctively, be began to pricritize the list, then stopped. “T shall nor want,” e said
o himself “God’s got this.” He reminded himself once agzin that be was trying to
dao it all “T pmst decresse so that He may increase.™ he whispered into the chally
air, hiz breath drifting shead of his pace.

Once we are aware, the awskening of our spirit allowers ws to know him and He
ns. In that manmer, we can then know that He will care for us as a shepherd o his
finck. Thera shall be no need of want. Mo wormies shall canse our brow to cooss. Al
we will ever need will be provided if we only tmst in Him.

“He maketh me to e down in green pastures, He leadeth me bezide 50l waters.
Ha rastorerh my soul. ™

rive us this day our daily bread.

A the man returned o his jommey up the Gemeanesca Valley, he recalled stand-
ing alonz the mshing waters of the mizhey fomrent thar tore through the rocks. Like
the sound of 2 roaring freight train the angry waters thundered past inte each fall-
ing abyss below. Thirsty, be longed for a donk. Aroand the nest bend in the terram,
2 waterfall fell from up shove into the pearl blue basin Thers. in the foresround of
that thundering cascade swirled 3 bematiful pool of snll waters. They beckoned him
o comne and sup. Bending down, the reflection of a bearded mmage stared back. He
was not the young man he often thought of; rather, this man was aged, but his fea-
tures showed an internal strength. Copping his hands, he pulled ap toward his face
the fresh ice, cold water from the colorless liguid. He drank deeply, as the sweet
water poured down his throat, overflowing his chin it began quenching the desp-
est desires. He felt a fullness at that point, unlike ever before. The words came to
nund, “He who drinks of this water will never thirst agam.” The chill of the figid
water tonched the core of his body as if his sonl had doonk from the well; his spint
was likewize fed: “Festoreth my soul ™ be said.

“He leads me dovwn paths gf rightecusness for iz namesake ™

Thy kinpdom come. Thy will be done i earth, as it i5 i heavan.

It was at this point that the man ran into another traveling companion that kad
venmred npon the same trail. His name was Stanley. He was the Pastor at 3 cnach
in the Michizan ares. He too was here with the same zroup with which the man
was maveling. “Are you thinking sbout going fiarther " he asked.

Looking up at the distant pesk, they both gunestioned the challenge that inmigued
them boih

“Yes, but you knowr that the bas leaves af 4:00 pm,™ the man replied. They both
looked back wp at the seeminzty impossible climb.

Deep down inside, each man could bear the voice of one calling.

“How about we set ourselves a time limit, snd when we reach that point, we
havre o agree fo tum around; regardless ™ the man =aid to the youmger traveling
Companion

“Okay,” Stanley quickly replied, “you got it ™

“We have to both agree that no matter what, no matter how beautiful it gets, we
can’'t kesp going.”

“Agreed, the young pastor smiled broadly.™

Shaking hands, they took off and began the arduous climb.

Each winding fimm in the zoat trail that led upward kept aming back pages of
scriptare. It was as if God wers rewinding each page of his life with the fum of
each fragile page of the Word of God Hand in hand be had lived his life with God
watching over him, somefimes unknowing, other mmes purposeful; abways led by
the hand of the Lord. He literally had been led dowm God’s path of righteousmess,
bt not of his oam scoord.

“Tea, thowgh Iwalk through the vailey of the shadow qff death, Twill fear no
@vil: for thon art with me; thy rod and thy siqff they conyfors me. ™

“And lead us net into ftempiation, but delheer ws from evil. ™

When the two men had finslly reached the peak. Thess was little time to com-
onme with (od. Sitting down, they both keew that this may the only time in this
life that they might have the opportunity to reach this point on eardy. Praving, they
both sought His Majesties presence swch that they would feel the Master’s place at
their table. Around them, a gentle breeze blew, as raptors soared before them float-
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ingz effortlesshy upon
the unseen curmenis,
slowvly drifting past
where they sat. Like a
parade of God's crea-
mares zreat and small
the display of His cre-
stion came alive. Mot
far from their vantage
point, wild mountain
soats pranced in the
snow, While nearbry
myoantain ferrets chased one another in play.

Cmce they camght their breath turming, their eyes followed the long dark chasm
fromn which they had emerged. From this walley they had climbed Balow, i the
shadows of the massive peaks upon which they now sat, the farthest reaches of the
sunlight stramed to find the earth. Where there was light, there was no darkness.
Yet, even in the light of the midday sun, there were shadows upon the land Like
stains of memories retumed, so many countdess loves lost, blood scatered upon
those very valley foors from whence they trod Mow, far beneath the sodl, their
memaories not forgotten as the word from which the men quoted had remained
alive; preserved by those martyrs of ancient times; the ancient Waldensians.

"He preparest o table bgfore ma in the presence of thing enemias. ™

"dnd forgive uz our debis, as we forgtve our debrors. ”

Dreath was merely a shadow, and as such, they feared it not, for to live as Chnist
was as death, each a gain either way. The rod and staff of God had provided for
them even in the darkest of times. When the soldiers came to eradicate them from
their homes, they fied to this point, there where the two men sat, and beyond. To
the upper reaches of the earth, where if not for safety, to be closer to my God and
thee. There the angels cammied many to their final resting place.

The pair =at in solemn silence. The awe-inspinng scene before the two men
left them spesachless. Here the clpseness to (od was unmistakable Asg they dined
on the meager fare from which they camied, clouds chased their images upon the
nearby snow-capped poaks as the mnltitnde of waterfalls spoke in bushed whispers.

The vantaze pont from shove, so close to Him so far from that terrestrial
coumtenance that resided in the shadows of the peaks from which they had now
chimbed Their apex bt meraly temporary schievement, it for that which they
imuly awaited was one far above this podnt.

There was nothing more one could say, 50 divine was the bematy before them.

"He anoirest my haad with ol My cup rummaith over. ™

Each man finished and sat in repose; their thonghts mward and upward.

“Sranley,” the man said maming o his pewfound waveling companion, “we may
never make it here araim. This may be the onky e in our earthly life that we see
the wrorld from this vantage point. Let us give thanks to God for all that we have
=nd for this oppornmity to share cur meal in his presence " Stanley nodded in
agresment. It was then they both knelt in prayer and praised His holy name a5 one.

Silenthy and stoically they stood walking back to the divection from whence they
came. Back dowm to the lower reaches of that distant valley. There was little to say
&t that point. Mo words could encompass what they had just felt.

The man rounded the bend in the road, to the place where he had crossed the
river many fimes. The water today was gray and angry. Its reflection was cold and
forbidding. Inside, his heart he had been wammed by the memory of that joomey
now 5o seemingzhy far away. For a moment e wondered sbout Stanley and where
he might be in life. Like sirangers upon the road who travel along for a while,
their union would become 3 memory for life; a shared point in time. Untl thar day
when we shall all be called to Glory, then we shall rennite with those momentary
acquainiances nce more and dowell in the house of the Lord forever.

Yes, 25 the psalmist wrote, “Surely goodmess and mercy thall follow me ail the
diays af my life, and I shall dwell in the bouse of the LORD for aver ™
"For thine ix the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever Amen™

hatthew §-9-13, The hModel Praver

“Our Father which art in hamen, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kmgdom come, Thy will be done i earth, as it iz in heaven

2 Give uz this day aur daily bnead.

11 And forgive ur our debis, as wa forgive our delrors.

13 And lead us not inte tempiation, but deliver us from el For thing iz the Bng-
dam, and the power, and the glory, for ever dmen. ™

23nd Pralm

"The Lord is my shepherd: I zhall ot want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green paztures.” fe leadeih me beside the 551 wa-
Tars.

3 He restoreth my soul: ke leadeth me in the paths of righteowsness for hiz name'’s
sk,

4 Yea, though Iwalk throwgh the valley qf the shadow gf death, el fear no @il
Jor thou arf with me; fy rod and thy staff thay corgfort me.

J Thou preparest o fable before ma in the presence of ming enemiar. thou anotniest
my R with odl; my cup rummaeth o,

& Surely goodnecs and mercy shall follow me ail the days gf my e and Iwill
chwell in the house gf the Lord for aver ™

Timaochy W Trom lives i Collermmille, NC with hiz family. He is the former
Director of the Trail of Faith in Faldeze, where he still velunteers and helps with
fours. He now feaches Math full fme at Watauga High Schoal in Boone. He iz
the author gff a mew Chrizifan sertes, "Childven gf the Light, ™ with the firss book
being, “Bruecks to Heaven, ™ and kiz recent book, being the second, "The Ligft
in the Darkness. ” He is an active blogeer, artisy, and musician. Thnethy alzo has
a B5EE from LUF and iz a Lay Speater. He can be reached aif fwiran|@live com

wwrw brcnews_com
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Obedient Heart Fellowship

When | See It
By Jim Huskins
McDowell County

Becent confroversy surmounding the appoint-
ment of Bratt Favanaugh o the TS5 Supreme Court
remingds us that our highest judicial body 1= often
the focus of public scratiy. This was centxinty true when the court decided the
case of Jacobellis . Ohio in 1964, In this proceeding, the Court was called upon
o define pomography. Writing for the Court, Tostice Potter Stewart explained
that, while he lacked the ahility to arionlate the concept of pomography, “I know
it when I see it." Justice Pptter s seven-word legacy came to me recently as I
considered the concept of “sin”

When [ committed my life to Christ at age eight. I thought that I nnderstood
sin. I'd been in charch since I was an infant, and since children were not removed
from worship services, I'd beard many sepmons. host of them mentioned specific
sing 35 did many of my Sunday School lessons. Like Tostice Pottar, T may not hayve
been able to explain the concept, but I was confident T would recognize sin when
I saw it.

Eleven vears later, when I was atterypting to process what I perceived as 3 call
o ministry, I realized that [ needed 2 better nnderstanding of sin. To soane degree,
Bible college and semninary training added to nry confosion. I learmed the Gresk
words ranslated as “sin” and discovered that the most coonmon one is an archery
termn which means “missing the mark.” Competitive bowmen in ancient Greece
did mot aim at the middle of a series of concenmic circles. Their “bullseye™ was a
small circle suspended by a cord or perched on 3 pammow pin. Archers etther hit the
ty target or they did not. Mo points were saarded for being close.

But is sin acmally defimed by the Bible as aiming for bot missmg a 1y @rget?
This notion brought no resolnfion in my attempt o understand zin. I spent the next
several decades defining sin as “anything which separates ws from God ™ Mot bad
as far as it goss but sull o nebulows to be of rach vahae.

Cmly after I bagan trymg to nnderstand our faith from a Hebrew perspective
did I discowver that sin is clearly defined in scripnure. 1 John 3:4 savs, “Fhoso-
@ver committeth Iin ransgresseth alse the s for sin iz the ranzgression gf the
Iaw. " We read in James 2-0 “Bri if ye e respect fo parsoms, ye comm! sim, and
are cornvinced gf the low a5 ransgressors.” The word manstated “Transgressors™
means “lawhbreakers.” These are two of many scoptures which make it clear that
“gin” i5 “breaking the law.” But which law?

The “law™ m question iz not the Fomsn penal code. It's not the Gresk standsrds
of moral and ethical behavior framed by philosophy. It's not even the Talmod of
the Pharisess which many Tews still hold to be superior to God’s Word. The law
we break when we =in is the Father’s Torsh a= found in the first five books of the
Bible. Torah is God’s mstructons for living. The Bible tells us plainty that when
we sin, we braak those insmoctions.

Cme of the core tensions of our faith is that we are imcapable of keeping those
imstmactions perfactly. We desperately need salvation by grace throush faith.
Fomans 3:28 makes this point clesr: “Thergfore we conciude that @ man is fusfi-
Jed by faith without the deeds gf the lmw. ” The word rendered as “withont™ by the
ETV is better undersiood in moderm English as “apart from.” We are lost without
the atonement which onky the sacrifice of God's Son makes possible, ar at the
same fmme, it is ndiculows to assame that salvation by srace through faith some-
bhow makes us exempt from following God's mstucoons for living. Paul also
makes this point clear three verses lafer in Flomans 3:-31: “Do we then muake voud
the law through fith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law™

Crur faith “sstablishes™ g better understanding i= “npholds™—&God's Laar In
fact, our willinmness to follow God's instctions for living is the Biblical standard
for showing that we have acquired saving grace. Fesus says in John 14:15, “Jfpe
love me, keep my commandments.” And 1 JToha 2:3 says, “And harely we do now
that we kmow kim, {Pwe keep his commandments. © The Bible defines “'sin™ as
failure to keep those commandments. “Shall we continug in 5, that grace may
abound? (rod forbid. * (Fomans 6:1, )

Many misinterpret Paul as teaching that God's Torah was repealed the moment
Jesus died. Paul in fact teaches the opposite. “What shall we say then? Is the law
sin? God forbid. May, I kad pot knowm sin, bt by the law; for I had not knowm
hast, except the law had said Thou shalt not cowvet. (Flomans 7-7) Jesns taught m
Matthew 5:17 that Torah would be m full force for as long a5 heaven and earth
remain. Without Torah, we canmot even defins what it is that separates us from
our loving and mercifinl Creator. S5in is so horrible that it cased the Holy One’s
death, vet we are prone to think that “rmissing the mark can't be all that bad.”
Grod's Word clearly defines sin, so let’s compare our lives to His standards and mot
stumble through life assuming that we will “know it when we see it™

Obedient Heart Fellowship believes that the entire Bible is e and relevant
We accept salvation by grace throngh faith in Jesus, and we amempe to love and
serve Him by keeping his commandments. We meetf each Sabbath—Seventh
Diav—ar Abba’s Hounse, 72 South Main Soeet in Marion. Our meeting time is
1000 A ML B2E-460-T913

Jim & Beverly Huskins are members of Obadient Heart Fellowship.

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Thank Him
By Bmce Cannon
Mitchell County

The chorms o one of ooy all-time favorite Christian
songs, I've (ot S0 Much To Thank Him For, states:

= .. I'VE GOT, 50 MUCH TO THANE HIM FOR

SO MUCH, TO PRAISE HIM FOR.

WELL YO SEE, HE HAS BEEN 50 GOOD TO ME
AND WHERN I THINE, OF WHAT HE'S DONE
AWD WHEFE HE EROUGHT ME FROM
I'VE GOT 50 MUCH, TO THANE HIM FOR.™
It's hard to believe that Thanksgiving is slmost here. And Iam so thankfiol it
is. Godd has been so very good to all of us especially here in Westem MNorth Caro-
liza. While so0 mamy of our Morth Carclina neighbors are dealing with the loss of
their hormes due to Hurricanes Florence and Michael we, here in Westem Morth
Carolina wers spared. Owr hearts go out to those affected so badly and we pray

Grod mowves upon the bearts of many to belp these folks rebuild.

May I share 3 few of the other things I am so thankfil for?

First, for zalvanion. Thank God He made a way for us to be saved and fo be able
to hawe His Presence, His Peace, His Grace and His Lowve in our lives!

Second, I am thankful for moy Church farmily. Every pastor should feel that the
Church he serves is the best. Why? Berause when God calls a pastor to a Church
He zives that pastor a deep, abiding love for that congregation.

Third, T am thankfal for opporiumities the Lord is giving for service to Him.
Cmr Chuarch family is meolved in Celsbrate Becovery, Good Mews Club, AWA-
MWAS and 50 mach more. All of these minisiries provide opportunities to tell our
friends and neighbors around that God lewves them and so do we.

Fourth, I am thankful for a wife who loves me. walks beside me and sees her-
self az a minister of the Lord's alze. 5he and [ have been mamied for fomy years
and mry love for her is preater today than ever. What a privilege to be able to have
her support, prayers and enconragement!

Fifth I zro thamkful for a little boy who has my heart strings. Char grandson is
now sivtesn months old, is very active, happy and healthy. His sonils brightens
any dark day and his bugs make all our cares go away!

I am thapkfal for these blessings and so0 many more! Our prayer is that you and
your family can sit dowm just 3 few minutes and recount the many, mamy blessings
Crod has abundantly bestowed. Happy Thanksziving from niv family o you
Rav. Bruce Cannon currently zerves ar the Senior Pastor of Bear Creck Bapdist
Church im Bakersville. Formerly he served az Director of Missions for the Bladen
Baptist Azzociation and has served on the eneral Board of the Baptizt State
Cormvention of North Caroling.
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by a series of editorials written by Sarah Josepha Hale [3] proclaimed a national
Thanksgiving Day, to be celebrated on the 26th, the final Thursday of Movember
1843. The doooment, written by Secretary of State William H Seward reads as
followrs:

The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the bleszings of
fnariful fields and healthfil skies. To these bounties, which are 3o constantly
enjoyad that we are prone to forget the source from which they come. others
hawve been added, which are of so extracrdinary a namre, that they cannot fail

o peneirate and soften even the beart which is habimally insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of wmequalled
magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreizn States 1o invite
and fo provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order
has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmpny has
prevailed everywhere except in the theams of military condlict, while that theatre
has been preatly conmacted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union.
Heedful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful mdustry
to the national defence have not amested the plongh the shuttle, or the ship: the
axe had enlarged the borders of our seftlements. and the mines, as well of iron and
coal 35 of the precious metals. hawe yielded even more abundantly than hereto-
fore. Population has steadily incessed, notwithstanding the waste that kas been
made in the camp, the siege and the battle-fisld; and the counmy, ejoicing in the
consciousmess of aupmented strength and vigor, Is permited to expect confio-
ance of years, with large incresse of freedom.

o haman counsel kath devised nor hath any mortal band worked out these
great things. They are the gracious gifis of the Most High God, who, while deal-
ing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered merncy.

It has seemed o me fit and proper that they should be solemmly, reverenthy
and gratefully scknowledged as with one heart and voice by the whaole American
people. I do therefore invite moy fellow citizens in every part of the United States,
and also thoss who are at s2a and these who are sojonmine in foreizn lands, to set
apart and ohesrve the last Thorsday of Movember next, as a day of Thanksgiving
and Praise fo our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recom-
mend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justy duoe o Him for such
singutar deliverances and blessings, they do also, with lonble penitence fior oor
national perverseness and disobedisnce, conumend to his tender care all those who
hawve become widows, orphans, mouwmers or sufferers in the lamentable civil stfe
in which we are nnavoidsbly engazed, and fervently implore the interposition of
the Almighry Hand to heal the woumds of the nation and fo restore it 25 soon a5
may be consistent with the Divine purposes o the foll enjoyment of peace, har-
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mony, tranguikity and Tinion.

In testimeonyy whereof. I have
hareumts sef my band and cansed
the seal of the United States to be
affimed

Diome at the city of Washington,
this third day of Ocfober, in the
year of our Lord one thonsand eight
bundred and sixy-three, and of the
independence of the United 5States
the eighty-sighth "

Proclamanon of President Abra-
ham Lincoln October 3. 1863

Simre 1843, Thanksiving hag
b=en observed anmially in the
United States. The holidsy super-
seded Evacuation Dy, a de facio
national holiday that had been held
on Movember 25 each year prior to
the Civil War and commemprated
the British withdrawal from rhe
United States afrer the American
Fevolution [39] 1939 to 1941

Abrsham Lincoln's successors as president followed his example of annu-
ally declaring the final Thursday in Movember to be Thanksziving. But in 1930,
Prezident Franklin I, Boosevelt broke with this tradinon [41] Hovember had five
Thursdays that year (instead of the more-common fiour), Rocsevelt declared the
fouth Thursdsy as Thanksgiving rather than the fifth one. Although many poputar
histories state otherwise, he made clear that his plan was to establish the holiday
on the pexi-io-last Thursday in the menth nstead of the last one. With the countmy
still in the midst of The Great Depression, Foosevelt thought an earlier Thanks-
siving would give merchants 3 longer period to sell goods before Christmas.
Increasing profits and spending during this period, Foosevelt boped. would help
bring the connmry owt of the Depression. Ar the time, advermsing goods for Chriss-
mas before Thanksiving was considersd inappropriate. Fred Lazams. I, founder
of the Federated Deparnment Stores (later Macy's), is credited with convincing
Rioposevsalt to push Thanksgiving to 2 week earlist to expand the shopping season,
and within oo vesars the change passed through Congress into law Fepublicans
decried the chanze, calling it an affront to the memory of Lincoln. People bezan
refeming to Movember 30 as the "Republican Thanksgiving" and November 23 as
ihe "Dempcratic Thanksgiving” or "Franksgiving".[44] Regardless of the poli-
tics, many localities kad made a tradition of celebrating om the last Thursdsy, and
many feptiall teams had a wadition of playing their final zames of the season oo
Thanksgiving; with their schedules set well in advance, they could not change.
Since a presidential declaration of Thanksziving Drav was not legally binding,
Fuoosevelt's change was widely distregarded. Twenty-three states went along with
Poosevalt's recommendation, 22 did not, and some, like Texas, could not decide
and took hoth days as povernment holidays.

In 1940 and 1941, years in which November had four Tharsdsys, Roosevelt
daclared the third one as Thanksgiving. As in 1930, spme states went along with
the change while others refzined the traditonal last-Tharsday date.

1242 to present]

Om October 6, 1941, both honses of the U5, Congress passed a joint resolution
fixing the waditional last-Thursdsy date for the holiday begimming in 1942, How-
evel, in December of that year the Senate passed an amendment to the resolution
ithat split the difference by requiring that Thanksgiving be observed anmmally on
the fourth Tharsday of Movember, which was wsually the last Tharsday and some-
omes (fwo years out of seven, on sverage) the next to last.[45] The amendment
alzo passed the House, and on December 26, 1941, President Foosevelt sipnad
this bill, for the first ime making the date of Thanksgiving 3 matter of federal law
and fixing the day as the fourth Tharsdsy of Novembar.

For several years some states continsed to observe the last-Thursday date in
years with five Movember Thorsdays (the next such yesr being 1944, with Texas
doing =o 2= late as 1956 ]

D Mordecar Johmzon, president gf Howard
Chiversiyy, serving portions qf Thanksgiv-
ing furkay fo members qf kis fomily i 1942,
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A Thanksgiving of Blessings
Pastor Terry Chesk
Burks County

e find ourselves in Movember with two very impor-
famt days abead of us, Thanksziving and Veterans Day! I
doa't know about you, but Thanksgiving is to me a day
of perspective. Looking back over the year, I can't help
bt consider all the blessmgs that God bas given and
contimnes to give. This year brings to mind an old byom, Count vour Blessings.
Here are the words in case youw haven't heard it or mayvbe it has been a while.

“When upon fe's billows von are tempesi-fosyed,
Wien yon are disconraged, thinking all iv lozr,
Connt yonur many bleszings, mame thewm one By ane,
Amnd it will surprive yor what the Lord hath done.

Refrain:
Count your blessings, mame them one by one;
Counf your blessings, see what God hath demne;

Count yonr blessings, mame them one by one;
Connt your mamy blessings, see what God hath dome.

Are you ever burdened with a lead of care?
Dipes the cross seem heavy yon are called fo bear?
Count your many blessings; ev'ry donby will fiy,
Awnd yon will be singing as the days go by.

Wilren yvou look af otfrers with their lands and gold,
Think thar Christ has promized you His wealth uniold;
Connt pour many blessings, money canmof buy
Your reward in heaven, nor your home on figh.

So amid the congflice, whether grear or small,
Do not be diseonraged, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will attemnd,
Help and comffort give vou fo yonr journey's end ™

Is there anyone who is
not tonched by at least one
of these versesT Especially
during the day we live,
whete daily we find decep-
fiom, lies, wiclence and ag-
it's wery easy to become
disconraged and my to hide
from the hattles befors ws.
Lat me encourazes yon to
count your hlessings!

The following are Impor-
tant blessings in my life and §§
maybe you can find them in §
wour life as well. Char Vet-

gt VETER AN c;

men and women have DAY

stepped up to place them- " e

selves in harm’s way in

order to defend “The Constitation of the United States of America.” COur freedom,
provided by the Veteran, pives yon and me the oppartonity to worship withont
fear of physical persecntion. et is family. My wife, children and prandchildren
glong with our parents and all the extended family. I"'m troly blessed to have

them all close by, There are family sqnabbles but in the end. they aborays bring ws
closer. How important is the family? After creation, God established and ordained
the family, a husband, 3 wife and their children Moving along I can abways count
nry healih 35 a blessing. Let me be clear, I'm not the pictre of health. But what T
have God has blessed m His service and He allows me the ability to remsin st a
career which has been zood to support ooy family and His work. T am blessed with
a pood chorch famdly as well. We're a work in progress tut I have winessed this
me to do the same. God's not finished with us yet and that is a blessing to look
forward too.

The list conld po on and on, but I hope you gef the idea? W all have blessings
in our lives. Bven doring the rough mmes of addicton, financial roubles, health
problems, marriags problems or family problems. there are blagsmgs within the
difficnltes of our daily lives. Search for your blessings, and when you find themn
thank God for thern. Bemember the last verse in the bymn above,

HONORING ALL WHOSERVED &

“Sn, amid the confiict, whether grear or small,
Do not be disconraged, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will amtand,
Help and corpfort give vou fo ponr journey's end ™

As we closa I pmst tell you about the preatest blessing a person can receive,
the blessing of salvation by grace and throngh faith in Jesus Christ. Mo worldby
arcomplishment can come close to the miracle of being bom again If you have
not experienced it T want to iovite you to take time rizght now and call upon Jesus

o forgive vour sin. Ask to be bom again by grace, placing your farth in Christ as

"
4 ' e

Lord and Savior. Find yourself a Bible believing, preaching, teaching church and
join it, stay there and support it. Seek believer’s baptism as a public testimomny of
your salvation. Find life 25 you never believed it conld exist! This is Thanksgiv-
ing! Enjoy the blessing of your meal and the freedom paid for by our veterans.
Take time to remember the blessings in your life and aleays thank God for each
and every one. Until pext time mav God keep you Srmly in His gnp!

Tarry iz pastor of Calvary Missionary Bapiist Chunch in Marion NC. Tou can con-
fact Terry by email ar ferrycheektd@gmai com, through wiww theimspiringwornd.
g or By phone ar (525} 460-61.20

And thou shale observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat
harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the vear's end. Exodus 34:22

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new adult and pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your entire family.

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHNERSHIP

We Accept Medicaid, Medicare, and Most Insurance

We Hawve A Sliding Scale Program If You Are Uninsured
Or Meed Help Paying For Your Care

Celo
675-4116

Bakersville Spruce Pine

628-2104

GEE-2104

www. brenews.com
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner
(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)

Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
_recycling for a cleaner commiunity
LAL

LA L g 8
% ) a greener environmen %@

hsk about our ongoing recyeling program
and how you can participate in our contributions

to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Mine Creek Baptist Church

Trusting God....Even When Its Hard

By Preacher Chris Fathbone
Mirchell County

Sitting bers in front of this computer to write right
now s & simuzzle. This has been a tough week for
many in our small community. Another high school
stndent has passed away. This is twe vears in a row
that birtchell High School smdents and staff have had
to dezl with the death of 3 smdent. Another young life
that seeminzly ended way foo soon. Another child, I
sibling, prandchild, friend etc., gone so sudden has lefi
family and friends in 3 state of shock.

Even as a preacher I have to admit that I stmzzle when somefiung that seems
like such a tragedy happens. The right words seem impossible to fnd. . if there
are any. There's oo way that amy of ns who have not experienced the loss of a
child can even begin to have any understanding of what that feels like. by heart
has wondered, my mind has thought, and I've asked moyself "Whart if that was oy
child?" Even asking that guestion, we have no anwer because we haven't expe-
rnenced it. Char family has shed fears this week, but not from the same pain others
have m thedr hearts. In 4 small conommity, you are offen allowed the privilage
to gef to ko people. You watch their kids grow up with yours. Sometimes you
gat to coach thess kids in youth spors, watching them play on the same teams
as your own kids. You grow to love them and zet to interact with snd konowr their
families. They have the same classes m school with your owm children. Ofien we
sep purselves as a family more than just a comomnity. We celebrate successes and
blessings together and moum together in ragedy. We are prvileged to share life
with people thar we have grown to know and love over the years.

Wirth a heavy eart, I mavelled out o Mirchell High School the next mom-
ing The school kad planned an assembly for the smdenrs who wanted to come.
Several other ministers were there. hoping fo somebow halp. S0 many people
I know had prayed for a miracle that never came. The look on everyons's face,
from the students to the teachers and staff expressed the heavy burdsn sach one
was carrving. Broken earts were longmg for healime. Cestions in their minds
and knowing there were no easy answers. Ministers praying for the nght words,
knowing that no mater what we said, the bt in everyone's hesrt was something
all of us were just going to kave go trough.

In tough times like this, personally, I stuggle with thinking of all the potential
that seems to be lost when a person dies so younz. Thinking of 2l] the life they
had lefi fo live, the other lives they could have impacted, the ways they could
have contmibmed o their comnmanity and especially o the work of the Gospel of
Christ. I'm tempted to think "Lord, I believe I wounld've done things differently.”
I'm just being honest. And then . God begins to work.

One by one teachers, staff, and students begm to stand up and testify of howar
this youne ruan kad impacted their lives. How that lus life was a great exampla
of farthfiulmess to Christ Teachers talked of his convmitment to excellence in hig
stadies. Friends began to tell of his willingness to be a frend w all. Thare were
stories of how be showed respect to his teachers and leaders. Coaches remem-
bered his hard work in sooving to be better in whatever he did. Onpe by one I Ls-
tened to classmates speak of his devotion to his Savior Fesns, bow be loved to talk
sbout the Lord, his commimment to moming devotons and daily Bible reading.
Even as tears of mournming flowed down faces, voices all over the room echoed the
bope we have i Jesus Christ. OFf how His death and resumrecton bas conguered
the zrave and secured eternal life to those who wonld give thedr lives to Christ
Students were guoting scripiure and reading from their Bibles. Even though they
were sorrowing, they were not sormowing as those who have o hope! Much of
the same happened at the memorial service. Worship songs Were SUlg, MEmnTies
of this yonng men's influence and lifie were chared by famdly, and faithifol men of
od shared the hope of the Gospel of Jasus,

Iz 2l this God reminded me that there's more iovolved in the things of this
life than just the here and now. There's 3 bigger pictare being painted by God
himself, there's a greater plan being fulfillad, and an eternal salvation that is be-
ing preached to hearts of those who need it. Even though you and I may never
understand, never have the answers to questions in our hearts, or ever see God's
ereat plan now, one day when we are spending etemity with Tesns our Savior, all
things will be made plain. That my friends is what will belp us all to st God......
even when it's hard.

Trwst im the Lond with all thine haart, and lean not on thine own understanding.
In all thy waps ackowledse Him, and He shall direct thy paths. Proverbs 3-5-6

Preacher Chriz Rathbone senves az Pastor af Mine Creek Rapiist Church.
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Four Things the World Needs

to See from the Church
By Jasom Koon

Burke County

It’s not bard fo see that the Clurch in Amenica ism
& state of decline. And while this isn't the first time in
American history the Church has seen declining like fhis, |
there is no question somethimg’s not quite right. Adillenni-
als sre legving in droves and in many cases they're tak-
ing their (e and Baby boomer parents with them On
top of that, according to a recent study, 58% of the regular Clnarch attendees who
renain =5y they rarely or never experence God at Charch. 5o what givesT This is
the second article in a senes looking at what the world needs to ses from the Church
if we're going to remain cubharally relevant in the coming decade.

Compassion

It seems oddly ironic, but appropriate, that I wounld be writing sbout compassion
on the month we go o the polls for the midterm elections. Election season is one of
those mnes when compassion seems 1o be m short supply. Even well-intentioned
believers can get caught up in the foror, arpoing policy, demonizing opponents; we
tend to forget that Fesws said that His Emgdom is “not of this world ™

Compassion. hoarever, is not a polifical ideolosy, it is not 8 et of goveming
principbss, or an emntion or 4 feeling: compassion is 3 verb. The writngs of the Old
Testament prophets are filled with indictments szainst the people of God for mot
demonsirating mercy and compassion. These prophets hold up the tack of compas-
sion among the people, 2s exhibit A that the people have sbandoned God, but they
never once cite the feslings n:]ﬂ;hf:|1111|:|1:u:|-|15':l-fﬂm!jm-tg]-ll*1 rt:lsaln.'a'_l.'s abput their

aChons.

In Miczh 6:8 we are com-
manded to “do justice,” not
o merely feel good albout it
or agres that it's 3 good idea, |
bt to do it. Micsh confinnes, b
telling ws to “love mercy.™
which carries with it the same
stromg sense of doing. The
Hebrew word for mercy conld
be wanslated, lovingkind-
ness, kindness, poodness, -
or even covenant faithfolness. It EH]I'E].'E the kind of mercy and faithfulness that
is expressed through action. There is no room in this verse for someons who feels
positively predisposed toward compassion and mercy but is unwilling fo participate.

Jesus carmes this Old Testament theme to its fll conchasion in hMamhew 25:40,
telling ws that what we do for the lpast of these we are doing for Him. Iutflrispmr
sage He paintz a pictare of His Kingdom as a place where the hingry are fed_ the
poor are looked after, and the marzmaslized are inchided And shove a1l He shows
that this happens becmse of the compassion of His people.

The world desperately needs to see this visien for His Eingdom fleshed out in His
Church today. It is not emough for us to teach sbout His Kingdom, we mmst begimn
leaming to live it. Maoy people know what we're azainst, and for good reason, we
should defend the unbom, we should stand for biblical morality, but we should also
stand fior mercy and compassion. The Church is a people founded on the conpas-
siom of God in the cross, and we nmst be the first place where those on the marzims
of society are not just accepted; they are embraced We muist embrace thern, just as
we were embraced by God — even while we were soll separated from Him (Fomans
5:8). The Church desperately needs to recower 4 sense of the compassion demaon-
strated towards us by Jesns, and the world desperately neads fo see the compassion
of God towards them 3z demonstrated through His peopls.

L

Jamie Miller, CPA;

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

phone: B28.765.4400

We Love To See You Smile!
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B828.652.1553 local » BBB.528.1553 toll free
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Morganton Baptist Church
Cultivating the Discipline of Praise

By Pastor Dan Curalla
Burke Coungy

As we gpproach Thanksgiving, our hearts are often direct-
ed o consider all the many blessings we have received from
Grod. Onr hearts are warmed with praise as we look back
over the year to see all the many ways in which God has
blessed ns. He tmaly has done “exceading abundantly above
all that we azk or think" (Eph. 3:20). When we consider our
failures, His gracious provision is that much more precions.

But this mmdszet of praise is not to be limited to one day a vesr but should
characterize our lives every day. Many wrongly believe thet praise is a person’s
natoral inclination; yet the lack of praiss shonld be sufficient proof to indicate that
it does not just occnr namrally. Praise iz a discipline that must be intentionally
cultivated in our lives, for it omst govem each moment of our lives.

God knew man wonald have a tendency to forget that which He has done. Some
of the moest memorable events in the history of Israsl would have besn forgotien if
they did not make a conscions effort to recall them. For this rezson, one frequently
sees the erection of altars and monuments throaghout the Old Testament in order
that succesding generations would
be directed back to that wihich God
did {e_g. Joshua 4:20-24). We too
omist make 3 conscions decision to
ETECT momnments in our own lives
to which we can return in praise to
God. Ome of the most effective ways
of doing so is to learn the value of
; i

Christians often mistskenly only
regard praise in terms of favor-
ghle circumstances and condifons.
But inasomach as God demands
our praise and inasmnch as God's
nafure pever changes, it is logical
o conclode that our praise is to be
constant rather than confingent npon
faworable coroumstances. One of the
most shiming examples of this in the Word of God is the life of Tob, Afier losing
everything he had — includmg his owmn children — Tob fall doem and worshiped the
LOBID, miving praise to His name Joby 1:20-21 states, “Then Job arose, and rent
hiz manile, and shaved kiz head, and feil down ypon the grownd, and worshipped,
2 And zaid, Naked canve I out gf my mother's womd, and nabed shall I refurn
thither; the LORD gpave, and the LORD hath taken away; Messed be the name
af the LORD. ~ Job had cultivated a heart of praise, and it became evident in his
response to God in difficul tmes,

In many ways, Christans bave become adversaly influenced by our culiure.
Bather than beingz thankful for what we have been given. we demand more
becauze we feel entifled to it We find curselves frequently complaming over unfa-
varable circumstances, difficult jobs, and financial challenges. Praise is a disci-
plime that omst be coltivated i our lives, for it is often diffionlt to praise God if
we only leok at circummstances. But when our nund is directed towards the natre
of God and His bountifil provision, our bearts are wanmed with praise. Disci-
pline yourself to praising God before requestng from God in your normal tme of
prayer It will change how yvou look at the warions events in your life

Veteran's Day

A Veteran's Story
By Sherri Mckinney
Mitchall County

“Can you swim?” “Mo Sir, but I'll die rying.™ * Step
forward " Those courageous words Homer spoke when he en-
lizted are how he came sbout to be chosen into the rank of the
United States Mavy oo Ociober 14th of 1944, From Bakersville
today, be tells his story.

I was bom September 30, 1928 in Micawille, Bom third to 2 family of eight,

T had to work hard and kad mamy respomsibilities.  As a boy growing up in the
depression, nrv brothers and I cut firewnoed and plowed fields for farmers. We'd
spmetimes eamn & dollar a day.  Diaddy worked in the spar mines of Fones Holler,
I'd help fork spar omte a truck then onto a rain car st Backuns Siding While the
work was hard it helped provide for the family during those difficult years. We'd
walk to Pleasant Gap Charch every Sunday from Tones Holler. All our consins
and us— we'd take ap half the chumch.

When the draft was issued in 1944, I boarded a Grevhound Bus from Spruce
Pine to Camp Croft in Spartanburg, South Carolina. It was there the recmiting
officer asked me if T could swim. 1 said, no sir, tuat I'll die tying. I was then teld
to “step forward™ info the Wavy branch. My buddy Gerald wanted in so bad he
cred. They didn't take him, I goess they could only have a certain muonber. I
went into the bathroom and saw my cousin Willy, He was bent over the urinal,
saying “Lord look ar them purdy sprimgs"" He was fixing to take a drink.

After completing inricate raining i Morfolk, VA. Homer first served aboard
The TS5 Patoxent im Chocupation Okinaws snd Japan. Applving his knowledge of
specialty equipment and complex amphibian warfare
tactics, be served unil the end of WWIL The 1SS
Pamwent which received eight battle stars, supplied
the front lines until the end of the war The ==t ship
Homer served aboard i his eleven years of sea duty
was The USS Edisto. His mission was Opsration
Dieep Freseze in Antarciica. Whils they were fTving
to break throush an iceberg, the captain zot off the
ship, and a penguin began fo chase him. I can sall
see that captain's face as he was being chazed by that

1

Ten years of shore duty provided many oppor-
mmnities, mhiding mesting two presidents, Fomnald
Baegan and Harry Trumen,  While stationed in the
Florida Fews, Homer's duty was being a presidentiz] driver for Troman. Homier
recalls going ont for the president’s daily mewspaper.  He wore polka-dotred
swimming munks. As for Ronald Bsegan, be was a movie star then. He took
time to shake myy hand while filming in 1947,

Om leave boone, m 1955, Homer married the love of his life, Foyce Greene.
Later im 1959, during the Castro Fevelotion, Homer was stationed in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. Joyce and their two children joined him there. They also maveled
with him to the conumumication staton in Morooco, Africa.

After torenty-ome vears of service, Homer received an honorable discharge in
19468, with awards and honors. His medals inclwde American Campaign-Asiatic
Pacific, W11 Mavy Occupation Good Condoct, and Mational Defense Antarc-
tica.

Today Homer Lives in Bakersville with his faithfnl golden refmiever, “Tucker™.
He enjoys friends and family and telling hiz sfory. As his danzhter, I know that
the reason behind his lifelong service to his family, comommity, and conniry, is his
devotion and love fior people.

Homar Harding

Paztor Dan Qurolle i5 pazitor Merganton Baptist Church. Check ws oud on our
wahsite Wi morgantanbapitst net or find ws on Facebook and FouTkibe.

Sherri Mchnnegy i a graduate gf Bowman High School and Mayland Commumity
College. She enjovs writing, and spanding tive with family and friends. Sherri
sarves az plamist at Bathlehem Bapdist Church, where her husband Mark pastors.
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Heal Our County
By Christy Young
Mitchell County

A5 the past few weeks have passed, the Lord has hepun
fo mz on ory heart. Dy pacstor spoke on the sad smte of our
coumty, charches, and nation this past week Wy heart, nuy
sonl was 50 burdened. Inm Mitchell County, we have one of
the highest drug problems per capita in the state, one in five people are suffering
from addiction. What has happened to our commumity” Where is our concerm,
wheare is 1y concem? As Christians, I feel like it is time to make a stand. Wea
hawe a wise open nussion field mside our community. Pastor's children descon’s
children, devout Christian people’s children are falling for the lies of Satan. Ny
pastor said, this is a day for no compromise (he's exactly fght). Ihave mo boys
that I love dearly, and I sam turdened by what this world is offering our children
As parents, prandparents. teachers, leaders we are responsible for speaking the
mmath, mimistermg to our children by only hope. our only hope is Jesns. It fhne
we humble ourselves, pet serious about this problem and pat our faith to acton.
My brother suffered from addiction, for over 10 years. The lies and deception of
Satan robbed him of his happiness for so many years. But, throngh the power of
praver, e is redeemed  God is using his testimony to touch and change lives.
The Bible teaches us in 2 Chronicles 7:14 “JF My people, whick are called By my
mame, shail humble themzelves, and pray, and seek my frce, and turm from thelr
wicked ways, then T will hear from heaven, and will forgive thelr sim, and will heal
their jand. ™ Wlirchell County needs God's healing! We need revived by the spirit
of God! I often tell my bovs, Satan is only as powerfol as we let him. e have
allowed Satan o come info our county, allowed fear and destruction to come ingmo
our hormses. But, T serve a Savior that is so moch more powerful than Satan. With
unity, praver, and omble hearts our conumnity can change. Wy brother is a liv-
ing example. Ichallengs each of you to commit to praying for the healing of our
county. I EMOW that cur God is capable of miracles. Our county needs 3 tonch
from sbove! Too many young people are dying from dmg overdoses, too many
fammilies are being tom apart. God's word teaches us that be will deliver us. Please
find it in your heart to pray, to dedicate yourself to serving this conummity. It's
fme we give it back to God

Christy Young ir the blessed wife of Chriz Young and prowd mother of Humier
and Haolden. She is a ljfe-long resident of Mirchell County, bookkesper at Young,
Miller & illazpic, P4, and a member gf Bear Creek Bapiist Chiarch.

In every thing give thanks: for iy is the will gf God in Christ Jesus concern-
ing vl 1 Thessalomians 5:138

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
attect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson

! Replacement
Center

SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2180

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM - MON-FRI

"our only nonprofit, ecal, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronnieg@hospicecfyancey.org
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Something happened today that changed my outlook on
lifie fiorewer.

I spemit the nizht with my Grandma Last might and when
I came home something happened.

For those of you who don't know ooy Grandma was
diaznosed with cancer abont & year ago. As soon as [ beard the news a cloud of
confision, anget, and gnilt came over me.

Ever feel like that same cloud follows you?

I'bezan to speak, "God, Mitchell just got zood news that be has overcome his
cancer, now my Grandma? Surely there is a nustake here™

Yes, I acmally said that.

The devil began to speak lies info my mind. He does that doesn't he? The saddest
part is, we allow him to. Mow that soands abeord, bat it really is so tree. Tam so
bad to let the devil rob me of believing what (God has already promised me.

Ty be homest T came home pretty sad today thinking ahont my Grandma

But .

Thera's always a but with Tesus, isn't thera?

Bdan, Ilove that about him.

But, I came home today, and [ was reminded of something as I sat down on oy
liwingz floor and bagan to seek what God wonld have for me.

[ began to speak "God I don't know what to do to help and o stop the burmng "

And his reply was three words that kas forever changed the way I book at life,

"I koo whoo, "

Right there in my hiving room Soor, same clothes 2= yeserdsy, no makeup, snd
the same hair I slept in, bugs tears began to fill nry eyes as I heard these words. 1
honestly had to take a step back and evaluste poy life.

Sometimes, it's trus, T honesthy don't know 3 1ot of things. Sadly, confusion and
doubt clond my vision & lot of times.

Ddaybe you feel the same from time to time? I get it, life gets hard Sometimes
yom just don't know what to do.

Bt today, I was reminded that even when I doa't koow, I know who does.

I know wheo.

I kmowy whe sets the moon snd rises the sun.

I know who speaks and the winds obey.

I kmow who died and rose azain

I knvowy wheo speaks trwth over my Life,

I ko wheo made promises to me.

I ko wheo has 3 kingdom waiting for me.

I know wha calls me His

I know who knows, when I doa't know.

I knoey Him

His name is Jesws.

He is marvelous, he is kind, be is wondsrfol, and man, is he boly.

He is the "who" to all of yvour questions.

I lpok back on the victories in noy life unsure of how I have overcome them. T
look back today and give prais to Him, becmse although I couldn't see Him_ 1
know wio fights and leas been fighting fior me.

I kncrar whe wion and contimies to win the battles for me.

I knoar who.

I pray you know Him too.

I pray that if you do know Him vou give Him praise today for all the batiles He
has won in your life. Por all the snswers He has been to yvou. For all the zaps He
has filled m vonr lifie.

I begam to spesk these taths owt-lowd on the middle of my living room fioor.
Yes, the same clothes from vesterday, no makeup, and my hair the exact same as
when I woke up and de finmy thing i=, none of that seemed fo mater as I bepan to
praize Him A= hegan claiming his victories over ooy life as I listemed to Matalie
Grants song, "lsn't He this Feans".

Before I knew it T was standing in the middle of my Lving room with tears in oy
eves praising Him for just 3 moment for all the names of Jesus
his heen to me.

Althonzh Satan would lowe to rob me of the joy I feel in ory beart today, he can't.

Wope, ot today Satan.

Because I know who will fight my batiles for me.

I know who will fight and provide for you and me.

I know who speaks and mountains move.

I kncar who breaths Life into yon and me.

I knowr who will give nry Grandma peace when I canmot.,

I knowy who will keep her and strengthen het.

And Satan I know whe defeated you before.

%o, I hold to that today.

T hold to fhe one that T know can answer and overcome all thar T cammot

I hold to one who fights my bartles.

S0 yes Matalie Grant, his name IS Jesus and ves, you are fght, HE IS all that we
could ever nead.

When you begin to ask "who" can solve your problems, HE IS Fesus, and HE IS
ihe "who" that can do and be every answer you will ever need.

I promuise youn

I knowr who.

His name is Jesus.

Chelsea Bleving Iver in Burnsville, affended Mountfain Herfiage High School and
South College.

SAVE UP TO 8,000 ON SELECT IN-STOCK HOMES!

GOING ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31ST!
o~

Clayton

homes
(828) 433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com

SIS FOH THE FED 185 AR ST PHOERRM B "Fopran ™ | Mugrom ety sillbe o 0 porliopesing Clagfen Fommn, Fanly of Braech seisdiers [l b Po pochonr o o sl i chordi e
S el ) Sl e ] i ] S maibe b0 B v Cicaarder B0 0 B Sl yi 08 partaipeneg Sk il @ bad o el horeeg. Elgitie F oy p Sl Sape Wy wkpinorw W
T ke e m in T Selirer) rowirmen e PR o e panfoa e mnln selie Feme £ ool P paretren o nid r wrker fere ol B SRS nfn e peeftooe ol a Hge el o
i i Wm0 VR D T ] 0 e [ ] P oy Pl sy o e i o o T . vl 0 ARl sl 4 Dty ICdlns ol iy D] o Tt T o i
represy Fe borme b bl kel ol of B irméetieag raol s prrsed 50 060 Mipar oo ol L syl By T Sxllen ! b s e b orm, o oy cormlencdion of b o P, = e bl B
i 8 i R b o] idednt Do o iy 10 e of S O00Eh m Seler o thomang Caiet s hading e o clcomint p o B e i M Ty B e o f i it i St
et e ol e s oo, rormesting o e o purcheed gl el o San rclisiad in Bl foilac I noeniie Do 1 Bw prated o orfy el ol rics -of i oo i el by B
Spdlad doTuby el vmnulyed Ot i el [urpe] 10 i 3 P O D ey PO g vy o [ o Dy P fag) O of Wl St g i e Doy T P i ] ) W Bt 9 ) e ® ponl
oy elfter e @l dompes 3 merdve wll b= sppled Brd B amoond ol B negoladed o ol repunied pdocion of e Yee s e Snosntes Dption (i endi Pen e Bw e recuioed Seiller i
il o i ol e At e Prrles il be gyl sy e D i i of el Poriead i, Linedes' ) O] iissanioes aall i ortn of Fed byt il Do ignoleisd il
S o paymert © eyl e ey i Se Srew poctiee o ey leds of Buyes it Huyse i sy neprrestie T pepeg e et ot nf oy dooe qoparee B Bopes waiects T VA el
i, iy wall bl Jksct 10l e el v G . I o B (e, el e e e, ] 0 W0 ) el conai s e BT e B 0 Ll e Thal YRR BB Dl i B8
Emm in Bw e of e jrieury buyer by Melballrd B purmuend. b leorra B WSS DS A Tealler mel delony B 524, dei cord e ugyer eilBae i porwer - By mal il 448 mewkx 2% B hoew oo o
i led el - CCNORORE £ Tl e s aina® it Bl B iy i ol e P nyriiesh ol iy i i o i D il By S, [Tt Povimin iy 7 Do s i oy LRIV, Bt i
o rey e B B coviin Ieecier requrememni= Fof reeticl e o o ey ety Pl Seller con arovide T Pregram e stee prehibied, Bl onfy o Be adert prefbilied

www brenews com

Meowvember 2018 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 26



Provides Spiritual Support to Caregivers
By Carol Layton / HCBAM

Sidebar option 1. Greater love harh ro man than this, |
that a man fay down Riz Ijfe for bis friends. Jolm 15:13

Sidebar opoon 2: Caregiving with joy changes you. It
changes the person you're caring for and it changes all
the people who witness it Mary Tuatterow .

“I was prepared to kill ooy family member and then =
oryself™ This chilling statement has been confided to Mary Tutterow more times
than she cares to count The confession is offered in gratefulness for the transfor-
mative power of the Bible study that Tofterow wrote in 2015, The Hesrt of the
Caregiver

Sixty-five million Amernicans corrently provide care for azing spouses, parents,
siblings, or disabled children. Caregiving affects every aspect of a person’s life—
their physical, emotionsl | snd mental health, their finances, social interactions,
and choch connections. Spirimal life can be deeply affected. Self-care typically
declines—iesuling in 30% of caregivers dying before the persons they care for—
as caregivers literally lay downm their lives for others.

Horth Carcling Baptist Aging Minisoy (WCBAM) sddresses practical belps thar
caregivers need by providing education, resources, and connections to vohmteers,
HNow, WCBAWM s newest oufreach to Caregivers featres a course that prowides
vital spiritual support. The Heart of the Caregiver Bible study is mnigne becanse it
offers a totally ransfonmanve and Christian spirima] approach fo caregiving.

O September 26, HNCBAM kicked
off itz parmership with The Hearn
of the Caregiver in an introduc fory
workshop held in Thomasville. Bdary
Tutterow raveled from her home in
Charleston, SC to share her testi-
OOy, ERCOUTASE Caregivers in their

hoty calling, and share the need for T

the church to engage in the culmral [ - YRS

phenomenon of family caregivers. My Tutferow, author of The Heart of
Az owmner of an international mar-  the Caregiver, began the workshop with a

keting company, Tattercw and het  fesfimony of caring for har daughter with
hmsband had it all. When their oldest  special needs for the past 36 years.

clild was borm with a seizure disor-
der, the nnrelenting emotionz] and
fimancial pressures left Tofterow boo-
ken and isolsted Dhespite her anger at
God, she searched the scrpnoes for
comfort and in the process ber hean
was mansformed. “Jesus changed
ooy heart so that I conld serve others
i peace with supemanaral lowe It's
not about the illness It"s aboat your
heart. It's about zetting down and
dirty like Jesns did when He washed
the dizciple’s feet If's about being
comfortable with other people in
their suffering. Until we deal with our own brokemmess, other people’s suffenngs
can’t be bome ™ :

The Heart of the Caregiver is 3 10-wesk Bihle !
study that can be nsed imdividuslly or with a groap.
Group smadies can take place in persom, or online with
a select group or with people from all over the world
HCBAM regional directors will facilitste The Heart
of the Caregiver support groups m each repion of the
state. The MCBAM Call Canfer can conmect caregiv-
ers to coline zroups.

Most attendees of the kick-off workshop were
caregivers who called in favors or “reamangzed the
stars and meon” in order o atend the session. Oiher
attendess inchided senior adult ministers, representa-
fwes from the aging services netwark, or lay leaders
of Caregiver SUppoIT Zroups.

Bill Greenwood, & retired pastor from Danbury
Baptist, cares fulltime for his wife and attended the
spurce. It stretched us and opened oor eves to ministry
that churches can provide for caregivers. Spimmality  Afary Tunterow, author gf
is am essential component that has been overlooked.™  The Heart of the Care-

Loreta Addison leads a Caregiver Support group &t gryer
Word Tabernacle Church in Bocky Mount and came
for informaten. T conld have been here four-to-six hours ezsy and T would have
enjoyed it. It brought fears to my eyes.”

M©ary Tutterow s wision is for some form of caregiver support to be as common
&s Sunday school—as important as Grief Share or Becovery programs. “This is
the next important thing that the church is zoing to do. Caregivers need scripmaral
enconragement just for them. The Word is what will snstain them ™

For more information showt WCBAM s parmership with The Heart of the Care-
giver, call 877 306 2224 or visit thehsartofthecarepiver com.

Following The Heart af the Caregnar
Tutterow, fer miniziry, and for each other

af Baptizt Children's Homez qf North Caroiing

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
ﬁ@ ®

Breakfast » Lunch

Deli Sapdwiches

—Hamburgers™,

S Soup'L Salad

i
DT'S BLUE|RIDGE JAVAY ic:
COFFEE SHOR'S CAFE@

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Lirrle Onr Of The Nay, But ALOT Less 1o Pay”

SHT L0 A0

S50 1)
OFF THE
e PURGHASESPRIGES
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WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

g d
Jonsere

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58 @ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25/@ frontier.com

Ie are of Ged, hittle chaldven, and have evercome them:
because grearer is he that is in you, than he that 15 i the

world 1 Johwn 4:4
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Bits 'n Pieces

Avery Counfy Chamber

Mowember 25 Holiday Market, Buckeye Recreation Center, Beech Momantam
December 1 Christmas Parade, Diowntown Mewland

Diecember 2 A Small-Town Christmas & Parade of Lizhts. Banner Elk

Burle County

Burie Connty Chamber

Movember 16, 2017 Thorsday, 3:30-5:00 Event
5:00-7-30 Open to Public

Foothills Hizgher Education Centar

2128 Seerling S5t MMorzanton

Business Showcase

What is your favorite Olympic Sport or Team?

This year's theme is World Games and can be aoy team or sport
Past, Present or Funare!

The Chamber will be Sport Sziling. so joup on board with your best theme and
ses if youn can win the

Gold, Silwver or Bronze Medal

Catawha River Bapfist Association - Renew: Mew Life into Sunday
School, High Pesk Baptist Chrch, 3073 Hizgh Peak Bd Valdese BT, November

&, &t 7200 pm, Speaker i= Dr. Een Hemphill

Creat Hope Seventh-Day Adventist Charch Of Valdess will be celebrating
their one-year ammiversary with a special Creation Weekend will be celebrated
Hovember 4 znd 5 at Grest Hope Seventh-day Adwventist Church located at 2007-
D, US Hwy 70 in Drexel {across fom the Foothills Thrft Sore). Retred scence
reacher from it Pisgah Academy, George Grow will be the fascinating speaker
for the Saturdsy worship service at 11-30 am entitled *Moah Built am Ak " and
2:00 pm affernoon seminar entitled, "Under Water " The public is inwited.

Sunday aftermoon, Movember 5 2:30 at the Old Fock School's Waldewsian Bioom
in Valdese sn incredible and convincing mowvie, "Is Genesis History ™, will be
shown This features over a dozen scienfists and scholars explaiming how the
wiorld intersects with the history recorded in Genesis. From nock layers to fossils,
from lEoms fo stars, from the Bible to artifacts, this fascinating film will change the
way you see the world The film's goal is to provide a ressonable case for Creation
o six normal days, a real Adam and Eve, an actial fall, a global foed, and a tower
of Babel. Dir. Diel Tackett, creator of "The Troth Project.” serves as your goide-
-hiking through canyons, climbing up monntaing, and diving below the sea—in an
exploration of two competing views... .one compelling mrth. Please invite your
family and friends especislly teenazers and young adolts. A love offering will be
taken.

HOLIDAY COOETNG—-PLANT-BASED will be Tuesdsy, Kovember 7. §:00

pm upstairs in the (Md Bock School in Valdese. The charge is 38 which covers
handouts, food samples. fond demonsiratons and inspirstion o cook health-
fully. Pre-register by calling Sharmyn at §28-334-({84. Sponsored by Great Hops
Seventh-day Adventist Charch of Valdese

Alorzanion Seventh-day Adventist-Burke Coanty - God's Closet - Morganion
FREE Shop Dy will take place on Priday, Movember 3rd., from 900 am., noil
12:00 p.m. Thers will be FREE children's clothing. shoes and bedding. Mo docn-
mentation reqguired. We do ask that all shoppers pay a §1 enfry fee. This event
will take place at the Morganion Seventh-day Adventist Chorch. 2187 Tamestown
Road Morgmton, M.C.

If you or someone you know in the Burke County area is in need of a Thanks-
giving Food Baskst, please call or text Kiersten at B28-E03-5746 by MNovembsar
13tk (This distribution is sponsored by the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist
Adventurer Clulb.

Aglow International Hicloory Lighthouse Hickory Lighthouse meetings are the
second Satarday of each month.

MicDiowell Commiy

Marion Commmunity Building November 11 2017 | 900 am - J. Andrew Wagner,
ISA Certified Arborist, from Hesrtwoodires com will present on proper prming
techriques on Saiurday, Movember 11 at @ am at the Maron Commonity Build-
mg, 191 M. Main 5t, Maron. We will then have a kands-on tree pnming demon-
sitation. For the pnming demonstration, the e that will be used for the demon-
sitation was planted by the City of Marion to bonor Geneva Blanton in Janusty
2000. The workshop will conclude at noon.

This workshop is ideal for landscape professionals, school mamtenance work-
ers, real estate agents, and homeowners. Landscape Contmactor Contimiing Ednca-
tiom credits (2.51L) hawve been approved, and Pesticide Recertification credits have
been applied for.

The workshop is hosted by City of blarnon Tree Board and Morth Carolina
Cooperative Extension-MrDowell County Center Cost of the workshop is $10.
Plaase make checks payshle to NCCE-McDowell County Center Mail to: NOCE-
AeDwowell Connty Center, 60 Ezst Court 5t, Marion, BC 28752, (uestons?
Pleaze contact Molly Sandfoss 325-852-8104.

Grace Commuanity Church—New Prayer Line Launches in Marion, Morth
Carpling - Tames 5:16 says “The prayer of a rghteous man is powerfnl and effec-

mve ™ A. T, Gordon said, “You can do more than pray after you have prayed, bat
you camot do more than pray untl you have prayed ™ Cloches in McDowell
County believe God's Word and agree with A T, Gordon. That's why they have
laumched 659-PRAY, a prayer line where people can czll anytime, leave 3 message
and know that choarches in McDowell County will be praying for them. Here's
how it works. The prayer Line (659-PF.AY) is bonsed at Freedom Life Minisiries
(freedomlifemimismes org). Each day prayer requests will be senr o 15 parmer-
ing charches in McDowell County who will mmediately send those reguests o
prayer warmors in their clarches who will pray for them. The effact is Inowing
that your prayer reguest is coverad daily by hondreds of people across MMcDowell
Ciounty. §59-PRAY will begin on September 1. Betwesn now and then please
ask your pastor if your church is involved. If not. enconrage your leaders to reach
out and gef on board. For more information, plesse call Bobin at (828) 724-0500,
— Contact: Chris Allison Cell Phone: £28-350-7312 E-Mail: chrisigirocketsled-
design com.

Mitchell Couniy

All Saints of America Orthodox - On Sanordays begimming m Faone, All Saintsy

of America Onbodox Rission will be having Divine Limrgy af the meeting hall
located at Trinity Episcopal Charch, 15 Hemlock Asve, Sproce Pine, WC 2E777.
The Litargy will be served weekly on Saturdays at 11:00 AR Fr Steven Webb,
the priest appointed 1o serve the new mission, will be officiating. While All
Saints of America Orthodox Mission iz 3 part of the Bnssizsn Orthodox Chorch all
sarvices are performed i the English langmzpe. Afterwards, zll are imvited to a
picnic st 1064 Dieer Park Lake Bd. Sprace Pine, BT,

Bear Cresk Baptist Chuarch- r - Movember 12th following the Mommz
Worship there will be a Clnorch-wide Thanksgiving Meal.

The Sunday Iight Service will be a Talent Sharing Might Sign-up shests are on
bulletin boards atf front and back of church
Celsbrate Fecovery

This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip snd belp for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wise[d
3850061

There will be 3 mesting every Thorsday night with somsone thers to talk to
men, women, snd their families

Calvary Chapel Asheville - Sprace Pine Calvary Chapel Chorch in Asheville is
sponsorng a boome fellowship snd Bible Study in Spruce Pine. The fellowship is
held on Thuorsday evenings at 7:00pm at 79 Sean Dr. (Estatoe area—off Brushy
Creek ). Call Jobn Fackson T60-793-3799 for information and directions. And
bring vour Bible.

Charis Children’s Foundation: Meet and greet. It is Now 4 from 2-4 5t The
Bridze WHC. There will be lizht bors d'oeuvres and a pressntation st 3 pm detail-
ing our vision The board will be there to meet and answer any questions people
have. We will be tzking information for volanteers for fismire events and bopefully
will have soone representztion from IS5, so if people want to sign up for foster
care classes they can.

We are balieving God is about to do a mighty work in this conumuminy!!

Great Things Are Going to Happen. John and Stephynia Limongzello
Sproce Pine Citizens and Businesses—Dhe fo the onfpouring of complaints of
speeding on Oak Ave., We will start 3 zero tolerance for any speeding inside the
city limits in Sproce Pine, M. Effective Wed. MNov 1 we will start enforcing the
speed linuits and the citation will be issued by the state. Evervone make your mav-
els to Spmce Pine a Safe and Slow tmip!!

Spruce Pine First Baptist Church Drop-Off Center for Shoe Boxes
125 Tappan 5t

Spruce Pine, BC 28777

B2E-765-9411

Hours 8:00 AR - 600 PM Monday - Sunday

Mowvember 13-19, Mondsy THovember 20 hours

B:00 AN - 2:00 PR

Support Groop For Caregivers Of Those With Memoary Loss to hold meetings
the first Friday of each month from 1-3pm

Care & Share. a newly-formed support group for caregivers of loved ones who
heve mermory loss, will hold monthly meetings at the offices of Hospice 4 Pal-
liative Care of the Bloe Bidge 238 Hospitsl Dr. in Spmce Pine, from 1:00 BRL
o 3:00 PM. High Country Caregiver Foundarion welcomes and sncouragzes all
caregivers to attend.

Families dealing with a loved one with memory loss can quackly become ex-
hansted, reumatized sand isolated snd this new group mtends o provide support,
friendship, education, information and referrals for caregivers. Monthly meetings
held on the first Fridsy of each month will offer refreshments and fellowship.
There will be opporiunities for caregivers to tell their stores, leam nseful fps,
rade information. and give and gain support to ofhers in the same simation.

For farther information sbout the group and the mesting pleass contact Snzanne
Fmssell at (714) §14-3867 or Janet Ouzts at jmutonzts@yahoo. com.

Altchell Bapfist Association - 187th Annnal Sescion Baptist State Convention of
WC Mow. §-T, Toseph 5 Eouwry Convention Center Graenshong, MC Theme: Betum
o Me

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Aitchell County Chamber

Orver Thers mnd Chver Here: World War I n the MMountams

Dion't miss our special Veteran's Day Celebration on Movember Sth at 7:00 pm_

at the Witchell Coumty Septor Citizens Center: e will have a spacial prosram on
World War I i the Toe Fiver Valley with presenter Jonathan Bennett,

Tee River Arts Opens Bi-Annnal Studio Tour Exhibition In Spruce Pins

It's only the very beginning of the bolidsy season in the mountains, bat slready
legves have tamed brilliznt and fallen, boliday get-togethers are being planned
and the Toe River Arts Smdio Tour Participant Exhibition is sbout to begin—MNo-
vember 18 at their Spruce Pine facility at 269 Oak Avemme It may be too soon fo
ewjoy a real nip in the air, but not oo early o visit the gallery and see work fom
all the artists on this year’s Holiday Tour (December 1-3).

With owver 108 artists in the 58 smdies sobmitting work, the walls and the ped-
estals will be filled from gallery fromt to back with new and exciting work. And
fhis tour features 13 amsts—aoew or renuming affer 2 nmlt-year hisms.

Eed Cross Blood Donation - The American Fed Cross serving Mitchell and
Yancey County has vohmteer positions open as Blood Donor Ambassadors assist-
ing in the areas of Feception and Hospitality at local bloed drves n Spmce Pine
and Bumsville. With the need for blopd donstions incressed durng the holidays,
this is a crtical role and meaningfal way to serve an wgent need through the Fed
Cross. Drives are held at the First Baptst Church of Spruce Pine and the Higgins
Memorizl Methodist Clhurch in Bumsville. Vohmteers serving in this role help
the Fed Cross provide a great blood donation expenence for donors - belping

fo zawe lives. For more mformation and to apply go fo http-/wwaredornoss org/
vohuteeror contact Kimberly Brewster, Volonteer Services Specialist supporting
the Mitchell snd Yancey area blood drives at kimberly brewster@redcross. org or
B28-333-0800.

Spruce Pine Farmer's Aarkef - We will have food for any mood!!! Winger
squash, tomatoes, cabbage, pofatoes, cucumbers, bell peppers, kale, nmstard,
chard, microgresns, collards, eggs, pork, beef, cookies, cisbatta, scones, browmies,
cheese sitip. You can also find essental oils to beal and belp with what ails yon!
Comme out and see ns, Wednesdays 2-5 in the parking lot under the blue tents.

Tipeon Hill Community Foundation (Timen Hill) — Country Breakiast the first
Saturday each remth, 730 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Chuorch scross from
Terry's Store. Come join us for bomemade sansage. scrambled aggs. gravy, jelliss,
Juice and coffes Eat in or take-owt, all funds support the Tipron Hill Commnamity
Foumdation.

Women's Frayer Brealfast: If vou would like to join a group of women who
are dediczted to praying, leaming abont God's will, and fellowshipping, come join
ns for breskfast at DT"s in Sproce Pine. We will be ending by 10:00am. Open to
gll-for more information call Barbara Hamell st 828-467-3644 or email at bar-
barah@bronews. com.

Yancey Counfy

Hizgins Memorial United Methodist Church - BOC Gottem® Rockin® Talent
Shomr
Movember 12 5 pm — B pm Bunsville Town Center, § South Wain Steet

It's your time to shine! Can you sing? Can you dance? Can you entertain the
crowd? Jom the tri-county talent show! The event is free, oy donstion will ben-
efit local charities. Some snacks and drmks will be provided. There are prizes and
rafiles available to win. Participants will have the opporonity to collaborate on a
new albuon with Christisn rap artist, ROC. Talent show from 5-6230, concert from
§:30-8:00, feamring BOC and special guest, FLUZX Daddy Fecords.
Second BEvent: 15th Anvmal Thanksgiving Comommity Dinner
Thuorsdsy, November 23 11 am — 2 pm
Hizzing Memorial UTRIC, 101 N &ain Sireet Bumsvills

Join us on Thankseiving Day for a free meal Hizgins serves aroumd 1300
mesls to the commmmity on Thanksgivinge. If von wonld like to help serve. plesse
call 328-582-2835 to find out about opporiumities. If vou are homshomd and liv-
ing in the Bumsville area, please call that oumber to ingnire shout having meals
delivered.

Shoal Creek Baptist Church. - Praise Might Satorday Mow 4, 2017 at 700 PR
with Beyond MMeasure

Tancey County Meals on Wheels (Burnsville) — Volunieers needed to daliver
mesls o Vancey County shut-ins, aoy weekday, 10030 am - noon. If you wonld
like to vohmtser, plesse call the Yancey County Senior Center at £28-682-6011.

Alayiand Commumity Callege

For more info Contact Allen Cook

CruickBooks Test Drive Saries

Want to Ty it bafiore you bay it? Teught by a CPA, this fionr-class series allows
students o work with a sample business to leam the features of Quickbooks. This
class typically costs 3200 per student, but is being offered free flirongh the Kay-
land Small Business Center! Seats are limited so sign up today.

Introduction o QuickBooks: Class One (3 Hours)

Taaght by a practicing CPA who knows all the wicks, nps, and tmends related 1o
CmickBooks. Class one of this four class series will discuss the feammes of Caick-
Books Online and compare it to (uickBooks desktop. Detenmine if QuickBooks
is & right for vou by "test drovinz" the software on a sample business. Computers

with QuickBooks installed will be available to use at this class.
1128, T, 5:30-8:30 pm.

Fes Whaived Sisk-Morris

Yancey B28.766.1295

OnnickBooks Test Drive: Class Two (3 Hours)

CruickBooks tanght by a CPA! Class mwo will focus on sstting up QuickBeoks in
2 manmer that will work best for your bnsiness. Explore feamres while learning
how to lsumch ChaickBooks the right way: Class will work with a sample business
downloaded on the Biayland compmiers.

11/30, Th, 5:30-8:30 pm.

Fes Waived Sisk-MMoris

Yancey 28 7661285

CnnckBooks Test Drive: Class Three (3 Hows)

This class will foous on recording income and expenses in Cickbooks as well as
balancing transactions. We will also look at varions scensrios that your business
may face when keying trapsactions info QuickBooks. This a prest class to get
answers o QuickBooks questions.

1245, T, 5:30-8:30 p.m_

Fes Walved Sisk-MMoris

Yancey 828 7661285

CnrickBooks Test Drive: Clzss Four (3 Howrs)

The final class of this series will explore the use of QuickBooks for payToll.
Laam how to set up payroll and cut checks wsing ChickBooks payroll features.
Cut checks and make deposits on a sample business in this test drive of the most
popular small besiness accounting platform in usa.

127, T, 5:30-8:30 pom_

Fes Waived Sisk-Moris

Tancey B2E.766.1295

As part of our spreading “Good
News”, we have provided these pages
for information for your organiza-
tion or church that would be of inter-
est to the public. I send out remind-
ers in a group email to remind those
of you who have requested it, or used
this service regularly. If vou wish to
be added to the email please email me
at barbarah@brcnews.com. One of
the things any of you using this service
needs to remember is that we publish
only once a month and the info has to
be submitted a month ahead. When
sending info please send to my email:
barbarah@brcnews.com.

A great way to get your meeting
dates, events, and other info to the
public.

warw. brenews com
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An Insect that Prays?
By Christy Lowmsn
Burke County

Did you know that there 1z an msect that prays? Well, at
least he stands in the position that looks hike he is praying.
And he does prey on other insects, birds, mice. frogs, and liz-
ards for its meal But prey is not the same a5 pray is it Do youw
know the difference? Praying is talking to God, while preyving
is hunting down something alive to eat. Have you figured out the msect Tam talk-
ing aboat yet? If yvou guessed the Praying Mantis then you are comect!

The praying mantis, when standing in the upright position looks like it is spend-
ing its tme devoted o prayer, buat it is really patiently waiting to prey on another
liwing thing for its next meal. I was shocked to read that these insects Can even
eat, birds, (particularly lmminghirds), mice, fiogs and lizards. The females also
somefimes 2at the male praying mantis! They like o eat only Live things.

The praving mantis would not survive If it wasn't for their ahility to camos-
iz pink positon themselves intoe looking like 3 fowrer. This is one way they are
ghle to catch hunuwwinghirds and other meects. Cther mantises are preen or brown
and ate able 1o disguise
themselves like sticks or
leaves. This insect can
move with precise cat-like
jumps and will grab their
prey with their front legs
in 8 lighming fast motion
that even the onan eyve
can't seg! They will also
nse their spikey back legs
to hold their victim down,
then they paralyze their seon-to-be-meal by binng it on the neck. They sonnd like
viscous creatures, don't they?

12 inches. The praying maniis is the only insect that is able o move its headin a
complete 180 degrees. They have a mangular head followed by a long neck. On
each side of their head is a compound eye. These two eyes have a concentrated
ares that is called a forea, which allows the mantis to be able to see the slightest
movement, snd track 1t with scouracy np to 60 feet away. These eyes also provide
the mantis with stereovision, which is being able to see in 30, The praying mants
also has three simple eyes betwesn the two compound ones.

They have very powerful jaws for chewing. leathery wings for fiving, and
unlrazonic ears. Some e even equipped with a bollow chamber in their bodies
that allow them to pick up on bat echolocation. They are then able to change their
flight pattern to 3 downward spiral to escape from being eatsn by the bat.

It sure seems like God zave the praying mantis many special abilites, doesn't
“prophet” or “soothsayer™ The Ancient Greeks, Egyptians, and Assyrians thought
that the praying mamts had “super powers.”

Althourh praying mantises really do not have super powers, God did bless
them with many gifts to help them survive. Just like God provided ns with the
Do you know what that thing 127 PRAYER' There is no way fo access the armor
of God, unless we first pray to God. Prayer is the key to putfing on and wearing
your annor of God. It is also our only way o cormmunicate with God Consider it
a lifeline that connects you directly to Hom It is evenything! You cannot even ask
God to save your sonl withont prayer.

I knovw that last month I told you that we were done covering the pieces of the
armor of (;od. Even though prayer isn’t one of the pieces, it is the only way to
activate the ammor!

Diear Lord, I pray that You will encourage each child to grow their relation-
ship with You through prayer. Open their bearts, minds, and eyes o Your will for
them Help them desire to @ik to You freely about anything. Grow their £aith by
showing them Your miracles, and by becoming their ue best friend. In Jesus's
precions name [ pray, Amen.

Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and Twill licten fo you.
(Jeremizh 28-17) NIV

Thergfore, I tell vou, whatever you ask for i prayer, baliave that you have
received it and 1t will be yours. (Mark 11:24) NIV

Bibliography
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Christy Lovweean iz a Cheiztian author and illusirator that hves i the fhothilis of
the Blue Ridpe Mountains with her huisband and two children. She enfoys writing
amd iiluztratimg boeks for all ages. Some of her short stories are publizhed with
Guadeposts and HCT. Chrizty gives all the glory fo God in everything she does. 4
portion of every book sold from the Small Bible Characrer Series will be donated
fo bartle human traficking. If vou egoy her books, Tike' her author page on
Facebook and lat har know! Tou can buyy her books at hitps: e amazon. com’
ref=dp_byline_zr_book_I Mie=UTFS&field-mihor=Chriziy +Lowman desearc i-ali
as=hooks&text=Christy +Lowmandesort=relevancerank

TYou can reach her at hftpzAavw facebook comyaurhor ChristeLovwman/ or chris-
VST Oaps|dyaRoo. com.
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC District 11

As Hovemnher approaches and Thanksgpiving season reaches its pesk, oy family and I lowve to stop and reflect on the Losd's providence
with all the things he's ziven us. Femembering the Lord s faithfulsess during my oppormumity to serve here oo Capitol Hill is an bum-
bling and encouraging experience.

In particular, one thing my family loves to do Is ake tme and remember some spectfic blessings we enjoy because we live in a great
couniry like America. 5o often in life, we become preoccupied with our daily lives and tend to fake for granted the kind of unigue free-
doms we enjoy living here in this nation. This past year has cerfainly been a reminder of many of those freedoms and recalling them is

EnNCOUTAZIngE.

I'm gratefinl we live in 3 nation that respects freedom of relizion, giving people the freedom to worship and give praise to God in
the marmer they choose. We saw @ sharp and vet joyous reminder of this principle with the retarn of Pastor Andrew Brunson  Pastor
Brunson spent taro years imprisoned in Turkey, suffering persecution for his faith in the Lord 5o many people sround the world don’t
enjoy the same freedom we experience to worship Jesus openly. As has so ofien been said—in America we don’t worship govermment.

We worship God.
202-225-6401 I'm thankful for colleagues in Congress, both Democrats and Fepublicans, who tmeat each other with respect. Partisan politics tends
waww mesdows house 80%  1p dominate headlines, but behind the scenes, respect for each other as colleazues is still the backbone of our work here in Washington,
DuC.

T'm gratefinl for our twoops and the way my oppormnity in Congress has allowed me to support them, advocate for them, and hear their
stories. It is my privilege o meet and support the men and women who fight for this nation so faithfolly and serve them just as they ve
50 willingly served s,

I'm gratefinl for Western Morth Carolinisns who work so hard, stand so firmly for their principles, and love their connry with all their
might What an honor it is to represent them in Congress.

Most of all, I'm thankful for the grace of our Lord and Savior, Fesns, without whom we would not have a Thanksgiving. Every blessing
we have on this earth we owe to His kindness and His mercy.

These are just a few of the conntless examples of the Lord's providence in ory life that come to mind. As we gather around the table
later this month with loved ones, let ns set aside the wormes of daily life, be it related to family, finances, or even politc s—and make a
special effort to thank God for all the blessings he's given us. In America, there is certainly no shortage for us to enjoy.

This past Tuesday the Morth Carolina General Assembly passed expedited, hipartisan
mﬁnmmwmﬁanmm NC Sgﬂﬂfg Dl.ﬂﬂ'lﬂt 4'[5

exigied. The action represents the quickest emerpency response in recent memary. The legicla
nuare will meey await needs analyses from state azencies before recoovening.

This aftermanon, the Geners] A ssembly passed taro bills: the first addreszes edncation-related issnes and the second covers te admes, the upoom-
Edncanon

The legizlatve package allows schood districts located In connties under a major disaster declaration by the President of the United States a5 a
resnlt of Hinricane Florence o desm up to 20 school days, or the eguivalent hours of mstrouctional tme. comipleted.

The proposal allews school districts fo make up amy pumber of instmactonal days or howrs orissed at slso prowvides the option o waive the

To provide income stability to school saff, the st requres educators and employess be compensated the same a5 if they had worked amy sched-
uled instrartions] days deemed completed by the public school vnit doring September and Ociober of 2018

The legislation also allofs $6_5 million to compensate employess whose infome is nonnally supported by schoal meal receipts or federal fimds Sen Wamren Damel
that will not be appropristed fo Moot Canoling due to e missed school days. = gt

The legislarion passed today transfers an additional §50 million (in sddition to fhe $6.5 million described sbove) info the newly-created Hur- 515-715-7823
ricang Flarenre Disaster Recovery Find  This money will provide the state mstch for federal dizaster assistance programs and pay for the costs
of relief in Morth Carolina counties dssisnased 1mder 3 major disaster declaration by the President of the United States It is 3 down payment in
anticipation of federal relief and forther state action coce agencies complete their needs assessments,

DRIV fees

Today's measares also allow fee waivers by the Divdsion of Botor Vehicles for duplicate drver's icenses or identification cards, applications for
certficates of title, rezisration plate replacements, applications for duplicate regisiration cards, and Lste payments of 3 motor velicle registration
renevwal fes.

Electioms

Additonalty, the legislation extends the voer rezisoaton deadline by tres days in conmiies under federal disaster declarations o Ocoober 15,
2018, Same-dsy reEistration is also available for individwals durine early voting.

The legislaton fisther allows connty beards of electons to replace amicane-damaged polling places and early voting sites.

The bill requmres the Bipartisan State Hoard of Electons md Edvics Enforcement smd comty boards, fo educate naricane-imparcted citizens
shout their options for voter regisiration snd casting ballots. The state hoard is firther divected to cooperate with federal and local agencies in that
edfioer and wonkd be sutorized 1o spend fionds o infomm e poblic of voier nfrmation vis print, radio, online and weleovision advertising, af s
dizcretion

The General Assembly will recomiens once state agencies comiplete neads sscessments.

Az always, ifpy office can be halpiinl to vou in dealing with state govemment, please don't hesitate to confact me or oy staff

L] L Sompetimes the M General Assembly calls for an exima session to deal with issues that arise befween
NCSE‘H[H‘E Dﬂtﬂﬂf 47 repular sessions. Following the historic devastation Hurricane Florence delivered to our stae in mid-
September, lemislators convened twice in October to provide assistance and relief to Morth Carolinians
who were affected.

Om October 2nd members of both parties filed bipartisan legislation to create the Homcsme Florence Disaster Becovery Fund which trans-
ferred $56.5 million from the state’s record saving ressrve a5 3 down payment on emerrency spending nepds. This fund will be maimtrined s
a special accoumt admimdistered by the Office of State Budget and Management or amodeer stats azency determined by the sovermor. All state
and federal appropristions for Humicane Florence relief and recovery effores will be budeeted through the fund. Of the $56_5 million initeal
transfer, 5485 million is for the Department of Public Insouction to supplement lost compensation for school lonch emplioyess whose incoms
programs and pay for the costs of relief in Worth Caroling connfies designated nnder 3 major disaster declaration by President Tmmap.

In sddition to cresting the Hurmicane Florence Disaster Recovery Fund, the legizlation filed on October 2nd sddresses the comrol of larze
mosquito populations resmabing from feodwaters and the waiving of DMWY fees for duplicate driver’s licenses or identification cards, applica-
tions for certificates of Gile, regisration plate replacements, spplications fior duplicate registration cards, and late payments of 2 motor vehicle

Sen. Ralph Hise Following farther assessment of Hurmicane Florence damage. The General Azzembly reumed o Falsizh on October 15th and allocased an

3 additiona] 5793 million of relief fo the Hurmicane Florence Disaster Fecovery PFund The fimding prionitizes immediate sssistance o spaed
Rﬁ;mm repairs to hard hit schoaols, as well a5 clean-up, road snd local infrasmctore repairs, and folly fimdimne the state’s match to access the man-
3 o amvnint of federal assistance. Most of the fonding allecated by the General Assembly fior Higricanse Florence recovery will come from
the state’s record £2 billion savings reserve. or ramy day fimd
The Gemaral Assembly will comvene again on November 2Tt o enact enabling lemizlaton for consthitions] amendments approved by
vioters in the Movember & 2018 election.
As always, please share your thoughts with me on isswes relared to smate government by emailing me ar ralph hisej@ncleg net or callng me
&t F10-733-3460.
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General Assembly passes historic storm relief = <

Stage lavanakers on MMondsy allocated 703 milkion in additonal Harricane Florence relisf
fimding in response to the prelintinary nesds assecsment releacad last wesk bringing the lagic- NC HHHSE Dﬁmcr 118
lahme’s tofal commitment to disaster Tecoverny since the storm w5850 millica.

Carpling General Assembly bas allocsted more than $1.2 billion for amicane recovery since 2016,

The Fiznicane Florence Disaster Recovery Pund (HFDEF) sppropriases 365 million o provide a state masch for federal disaster assistance snd an-
other 555 million swte match for federal transponanon assisance. It spends 560 nuillion on capital recovery funds for public school facilites and 330
muillion for capitsl needs in the University of Morh Caroling system. Angther 528 million will benefit local povenmments, while szrioninre recovery
receqved 550 miltion. Mpre ton 330 million was directed to bousing recovery support.

Tens of millions more dodlars will meet needs m behavioral healih commmmity hospitals. small businesses, commmmity colleges. and mosquito
shatement effoets in aress of Warth Carolna affected by Hommicane Florence. Funding for coastal beach renourishment. dredeins nesds, marne debris
cleamp, and commercial fishemen wers also mehidad in the recovery packags.

The measure inchades a fix for members of the Mational Gaard who participated i e response to Hiamicans Diastheny: The bill waives patstand-
iz debt service members owed due to accidenial overpeyments by the Department of Pablic Safety (DPS). | also requires TIPS to reimnrse semvice

e ortais i i the d F.E]:Iﬁﬁl:l!ﬂ!I.'lP:Eﬂl

919-733-5732

As part of the contimring callsbaration amane stte leaders o respond o the historic stamn, officksls from the Office of State Budget and Mmage-
men ((O5EM), inchading State Bodeet Divector Charles Pensse bosfed key sppropristions lesders and fiscal swif in the Momh Caroling legislaime on
Thursday. Participants discussed the Govemsor's proposal at lensth in a producive working session.

CEBM told lawmakers that, comsistent with the descoptions contained i the Governar's repot, the needs assessment released this week was a
preliminary figare that may change based on fisther analysis and the availability of sddidons] federsl aid OSBA] also said dar this is 2 long-emm. five-
jE'irlfalmmpuTinﬁcmiﬂ:atmm: on-the—prommd dats will smon be availahle to apdate the prelimimary nepds asseasment wiich relied in part
o comyperter mndeling. As soch some sssessed neads ey shift considerably over time ag federal aid beoomes clearer and demage awmessments con-
tirme B stion needs, for example. are partinularty prefivirery, and ey of the damsee ssosqonents will chanme in C5SBM's final report, Lwmiak-
ers and staff hesrd fom admimisration oficials.

OEBM is slsoworking on an estimsie of how nmich finding could be spent i the next six months. They indicated that course comections may be
recquired ver tme. Based on this infoomation and the Governor s repart, the legislatore appropristed a majooty of te fonding inmediately while
presenving maximomn feeibiity o neef te fine] needs assesaments that are oomendly cospine.

Mozt of the funding transfer cormes from the state’s record $2 billion ramy day fmd.

Stae lavomekers comvened in Paleizh on Monday for the second tme in as mamy weeks, and are scheduled to go into session azain in Movernber
The legislature plans to contemee collaborating with state agencies a5 they finslime their needs assessments for Hamicane Florence.

Arcording to the most recent repon oo Himmicane Marhew fimding, spprossmarely 124 miltion has been disursed, 115 million bas been
awarded and ¥121 million remains available ot of e total 5360 milion allocated in prior disasser recovery packages sinpe 20046,

Treazarer saves 547 million in armnal fees

The followins iz from the office of Staie Treasorer Diale B Faolwell

(Faleigh W.C ) — Seate Treanmer Dale B Folwell, CPA praissd the Supplementsl Betvement Board of Tustess for iis recent decision to replace 3
mioney manazer i the HC 400(K), WC 457 and KO 403(b) supplementa] retiremient plans. The move will save members who are imvested i the fimd
ower §4.2 mallion per year,

At its Sepiernber mesting, mernbers of the Supplemental Fetmement Board voted to replace the PIMOD Inflation Besponse Muli-Aszet Fund in all
thres plans.

“This vode shows our contirmed effoet to eliminate wmecessany fees paid by the hardworking public servants who participate in thess plans, ™ Tres-
sumer Folwell said. “The Board's dedision to rechace mernher foes is et another reason wiy these swand-wimming plans are such a valaable benefit for
o stade and local povernment workers.™

Treasurer Fobawell also thembed internal sraff for identifying the savings and recommending the chanse in imvesmient managers,

Withdm the 1C 400 (k) and FC 457, the PIMCO Fund will be replsced with the BlackPock Straesic Conpletion Fund Fees and expenses for the
BlackPnck Fund are (.10 percent compared i 1.22 percent for the PIMVCO Fund . saving participants showt 542 mallion each vear

Withim the T $03(k), the PIMCD Fund will be replaced by the Principe] Dinersified Feal Aszet Fond . The expense mibio of the Principal Fund is
(.20 percent, compared o 1.22 percent for the PIVICO Fund ssving participants approximately 32 553 each vear

Treasurer Fobwvell hes reduced mvestment menagement fees and cosss for the defimed benefit and defined confrinaion plans by a fosl of 356 million
since M1 7. The savings have 3 fmm-year nm rate of nearly 5400 oillion far exceading his pled=e of custing 5100 million ower four years.

» SERCERA TR SORTH GAROLINA | st _[J
‘ Ll i e

Today is a great day fior Morth Caroling and for the United States, as Pastor Andrew Brunson has been released afier being unjustly detained in Turkey for the last
two years. Pastor Brunson is from Black Moontin, .C. and worked peacefully as a Christian missionary for 23 years before his amest and defainment in October
2014, There was o evidence substantaing the temror-related charges agzinst him and he was repeatedly denied access to appropriaie legal connsel.

President Tnmop and his Administration made Pastor Brunson's noconditional release a top prioity, and I want fo thank them for their tireless work on his behalf
Sepators Thom Tillis, Tames Lankford and others kept up strong pressure from Conpress, as well. Because of their efforts, an immocent man is back home,

Char prayers are with Pastor Bronson and his famdly as they celebrate his returm and recover from this bratal ordeal

NC House District 86

| Huwrricane Florence Belief from Ample State “Rainy Day Fond™

Hurmicane Florence made landfall at Wrightsville Beach, MNC on September 14, 2018. Cwver 3 month later, Mornth Carolins is sl
feeling the stong effects of the storm and the devastston that the burmicane lefi in its wake. With damagze estimates kigh due to the
Inarricane’s slow movement and high fiood waters, the MNorth Carolina legislature came back to Faleizh fior special session to pass melief
legislation and begin the process of providing fonds to assist those affected and displaced by the storm.

The devastztion and cost of the necessary repairs from Huricane Florence are beyond devastating and could have easily taken an
enonnous toll oo our state financially. Thankfolky, the legizlamure’s wisdom in creating a “Faimy Diay Fund ™ valaed at a record of more
than %2 billion made it possible to pass an extensive recovery packape in a oimely manner.

The initial aid package by the legizlare mmediztely following the storm was $56.5 million, understanding there would be a need

' for further action as the extent and nature of damage became clearer. As a result, the legislature again comvensad and unamimaonshy
Eep. Hugh Blackwell passed 3 5793 million Humicans Florence Disaster Recovery Act. Among other things, this money is being used to reopen schools
019-733-5805 closed due to wind and flood damage, rebuild roads that were washed out, and restore local infrastmactre damagzed by the stonm.
Hugh Blackwelli#nclez net Becmse of the extent of the damage and estimated e out of the classToom in those aress most affected, the legislaure also took
acticn to allow adjustoments o the school calendar, compensate teachers and assist siudent teachers whose educational programs were
mpacted by theit inability fo meet their classromn boars due to closures following the storm. Citizens can be pleased that the legiszls-
fure’s foresight part our state in position to acconplish all the sbove withont delay, without a tax increase and leaving us stll well overa
billion dollars remaining in our Fainy Day Fond.
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McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture

Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC

Toesday- Pridey  Swiurdsy  Sunday & Maonday
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Medicare plans to fit your needs

Elue Medicare HMO'
BlueMedicare PPO

Dental Blue

far Indniduals”

1 ¥ou must continue to pay your Part B
pramium. Plans and pramiums vary bazad an
solectad CMS approwed sanvice areas. For mara
information contact the plan. &, Sk Marks of
tha Blua Crosz and Blua Shield Association.
Elua Cross and Blua Shiald of North Carolina

is an indepandent licenses of the Blue Cross
and Blue Zhield Association. U143960, 3B
Y0079 Eas? M CMS Accaptad 10062018

&

MNew! $0 monthly premium plans
available in certain counties

After hours and Customer Service

Phone: 1-800-665-8037 = TTY: 1-800-922-3140
Homrs: Mon. - Fri,5pm. -8 pm.*
Sat. - Sun., Ba.m. - B p.m.

*Phona lines for Blue Madicare Supplament and Dantal
Blua for Individuals ara opan Mon. — Frii, B a.m. —5p.m.

BlueCross BlueShield
of North Carolina

Needs in Our Community

As the holidays approach, the needs in our commuminy
incresse. Burke United Christian Ministmes (BUCK) and
our team of vohmteers are i the process of making plans
o meet these needs.

Dhuring the holidavs one group that can get overlooked
is pur senipr citizens. Annnally, BUCM coordinates a
Senior Santa program. Last Christmas, BUCH gave out almost 200 Senior Santa
bags and this year the need confimies to ncrease. BUCMK also plans to provide a
Santa Bagz for all the veterans that we sarme. Any goodies that you wonld like to
donate fior these bags would be sppreciated.

Yo and your friends are invited to partcipate in the second annwal BUCH
Bivalry Faum o Fight Hunger 5K and fun oo on Samrday, Wovember 17 at 9 am.
on the Freedom High School Cross Country Trail For more information snd to
register go 10 the Burke United Christan Ministries at wow. bucm.net.

With the honting season approaching. BTCM will parmening with the Hunters
Helpmg the Hungry program and Phillips Meat Processmg fo provide frech veni-
z00 to be used in our soup kitchen. Hunters can donate their deer to BUCK by
tzking it to Philips Mear Processing at 48 View Sireet in Maron, Morth Caroling
and let them know it is 1o be given o BUCM. The phone number for Phillips
bdaar Processing is (528) 724-4100.

Here are a some more ways to support the clients of Burke United Christian
Ministries as the holidays approach:
= 2 outfits for a child 325
= Grocenies for a family for a month $100
» Baby items (dispers, fornmla, wipes) 375
= Coats for a family of 4 100
= Underwear for & family of four §50
= Socks and shoes for a family of 4 5100
= Tent for the homeless 520
= Toiletries for 3 month 5100
= Towels and washrloths for 10 people 5 100
= Blankets for the bomeless 575
= Pay Electric Bill for a family for one month 5150
= Pay Water Bill for 2 families for one month 5100
= Provide fipod for the Soup Erichen for a week $300
= Supply 500 Ibs. of food 3250
= Coffee and Tea for a day in the soup kitchen 550
= Wohmteer 5 hours of your time once 3 month FREE

It wonld be 2 toe blessing to our clients for you o provide new or panthy used
clothes and shoes, non-perishable fond or other necessites to BUCM for distr-
bution over the holidays. We would also enconrage vou to consider 3 monefary
donation to support the minismies of the Burke United Christian binistries. From
A one-time Fift to legacy giving, anything is appreciated. Ohr local churcles and
local donors make ap over 20% of the operating budget of BUCK.

Because of churches and donors, during this past fiscal vear there were 22 310
incidents for assistance to families that totaled 48 330 assistances for individu-
als at BUCK Thoe tmes of assistance were comprised of 809,801 pounds of
fond disombated from our food paniry, assistng 8,757 households; serving 66,450
meals in our soup kitchen; and assisting with $128.545 32 in rent and uiilities
crisis assistance. The BUCK Clothing Closet assisted 4,320 mdividuals with
clothing wahaed ar §64 228 76

Without the support of our vohmteers. donors snd snstaining charches the min-
isiry of BUCA could not exist. This group of dedicated and committed servants
consistently meet the needs of those in
our Conummity who need a hiand up.
They taly understand the words of the
writer of Hebrews when he wrota: “Do
nat negiect o do good and fo share whar
you have, for such sacrifices are pleas-
ing fo Goul ' (Hebrews 13:146). Please
prayerfully consider what vou might ba
able to comfribute.

Please dom't hesitate to share awy ides

® EI#F-'- lllhil-rptE = = . -. -- e
Blue Medicare Ry (PDP) ] it '_ Lm:nmgﬂmnmnm-_-.r of BUCK]. Feel fies
Blue Medi Supplem 8 j PEnme Pl W  cul csz?:t]aaa-ams I would al
% - or at : 50
ueivieaicare suppile ent EZH Tﬁmgg i i in of

our Brumch and Towrs which are held the

third Friday of each month at 10a.m.
Thank you for your pravers for our

minisiry and chients!

Diavid Burlezon iz Direcior aof Burks
United Christian Minisiries
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Draar Dave,

If someone is following your plan, is it 3 good idea to
zet morigage disability msurance during Baby Step 27
Craig

Dwear Craig,

Mo, it is not. Mortzage dizability insurance is 8 gim-
muick. and I wionld never recommend it to anyone.

I think I knowr where you're going with this. During
Baby Step 1, I encourage people to save up and zat aside
2 hepinner emermency fund of $1,000. Baby Step 2 is where you start paying off
all your debis, except for your home, using the debt snowhall system. A thowsand
doliars may not seem like 3 lot in savings during that Gme, ot in the beginming
it’s an aftainable amount to save. Plus, it's more than a lot of people have when
they make the decision to get out of debi and zain control of their finances. Then,
after finishing Baby Step 2 vou move directly in Baby Step 3 — fully-funding
your emergency fund with three to six months of expenses.

What I would recommend is having long-tenn disability insurance in placs. It's
fairly inexwpensive, especially if vou get it twough your employer —Dave

Diear Diave,

I'm driving a 12-year-old car with 210,000 miles on it. The car needs close to
52,000 in repairs_ and it's worth 35 000. I have 540 000 m cash sxved 540,000 in
imvestments, and [ make 580,00 a vear. I also have 515,000 in sdent loan debi,
Tt the oaly other thinz I owe oo is ory bouse. Should I pay to repair the car, or
by something else i the 515,000 price range? Bratt

Diear Brett,

Let’s see, if you wrote a §15,000 check for a newer car and wrote a 15,000
check for the student loans, it would leave you with $10,000. I wouldn®t bay a
515,000 car in your situation. I'd buy a $10,000 car. You could probably sell the
old one for around 53 00 if it needs repairs. combine that with your money and

zet a 513, car. Then, you could write a check and pay off the stndent Inan debt.

With no car pavment. no sdent loan payment. and a pood car, yon can really
lean into your odzet and saving money. You'd kave no deb except your home,
and you conld rebuild your savings in a nory. You'd be in meally good financial
shaps in abount six months. Plus, youo'd have $15,000 in the bank in the meantime!
—Dave

Dnve Ramezey = CEQ of Ramogy Solutions. He has authored teven best-zelling
books, imciuding The Total Mongy Makeover The Drve Ramzay Show i heard
by more than 14 million liztenars each vweak on 800 radio stenons and multiple
digital plajforms. Follow Dave on the web af doveramsay.com and on Neitter af

@ DaveRamsey.

R

Aww
All Buck Stoves
Wood and Gas on Sale!

Layaway now for the upcoming heating season.

McMahon Named BCFS

Principal of the Year
By Chery! Shuffier
Burke Cownty

W. A Younz Elementary Scheol Principal Christe hic-
Biahom is the 2018 Burke Comnty Public Schools Principal
of the Year. Mchdahon is in her second year as principal at
WA, Younr and previously served as assistant principal
at Zalem Forest Hill and Direxel elementary schools and
Liberty Middle School.

ichiahon is a graduste of Freadom High School, Less-McFae College and
Western Carolina University. She began her career in education as a teacher at
Glen Alpime Elementary Schaol.

Felloar Burke County Public Schools principals nominsted dchJiahon for the
principal of the vesr bomor. Following an inferview process, a selection committes
chose her to represent Burke County as principal of the year.

MchIahon said, “This is so
are a lot of other principsls n
our dismict who are deseTving of
this homor™

Burke County Superinfendent
Dir. Larry Putmam and Director
of Elementary Educanon Faren
Auton surprised MehIshon with
the anmoumcement at ber school.
Pumam said, “Mrs. Mchizhon
is wery deserving of this honor,
5She is a great leader af her
school and respected by other Ewhﬂmm}i’ubfirﬁdmnf.ﬂ@mum
s
El-jn..—_iw]_ufﬂrﬂ‘k"n::‘F 2 Mmhiﬂi&ﬁfw;ﬂdqumfﬂﬁm#ﬂ

McMahon is pow eligible for McMahon and Burke County Pubiic Schools
Fegion 7 District Principal of Director of Elementary Education Earen duton.
the Year.

MchIahon is marmed to Tim and they have three children Ansten, Alex and
Eaie.

Charyl Shyfffer is the Public Relations QOfficer for the Burke County Public School
Sytem.

Trade in your old
Monitor vented
kerosene heater for a
new Toyostove and
receive up to $250.00
, off the purchase price!
ToYOSTOVE YOSTO

Trade in poar ol Moriter vantid kmscsene: heater for a new LT3, L-GOAT of
LS vepled hester and recsive 5 Eseoenl of $0.00 off the purdhase price.
Trade in pour Mordtor weried hercases hedior for o oo L-530 vesied heter
il ety cisooant ol SO0 00 off e porciesd price

S

FURNITURE ¥ COMPANY
274 DAK AVENUE » SPALICE PINE, NORTH CARGLINA 78777
PHONE (E28) 7655657 + FAX [B28) /555658
w.r.l'n'.rnl;ln."llns AUTTHLEE.DIm

www. bremews. com
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Evergreen Church

An Investment in the Future
Bw Fev Jobhn MoCoury
Roam Mowuntarn, Tennesses

Poalms 127 and 128, songs of family smensth, conclnde
with 2 look into the distant fanoe, patting a portraitof 3
healtky, manwe family. Like a fammer imaginaes his crop
while planting sesds, Solomon balps us eovisicn the fmit of
our Labor in the home Psalm 128:4-8 (KW “Behald, thai
this shall the man be blassed thar feareth the LORD. The
LORD shall bigss thea our gf Ziow. and theu shait 2ee the good gf Jerusalam all
the davs gf tfy [fe. Tea, thou shait see thy childran's children, and peace wpon
Drael. ™ Later Years in the Home- The domestc scene now reaches completon
The children are mainad, rearad, and lannched from the nest The psalnust paints
& pleazant picture of sarenity, which includas three realms of blassing: 1. Parsonal
pleasuoe (128:4). The paalmist says "for thas" happivess comes. For what? For
all the hard work and consistant weining investad by pareacs, happines:s comes as
Grod's reward. Believe me, if van detennine to have Christ ag the cenmral fgure of
yioar bomee and His Word as the authority in rearing your children yon kave your
wiork ot out for you! You will find that you'll be oumanberad, scoffed. consid-
ered stranze by vour peighbors (and a few teachers), aificized, misunderstood,
and rempied o compronise. The very forces of hall will unlezsh their fury on
yior! Yo will b2 on vour keees and ez the Werd regularly. Bas, if vou maintain the
standard (with love, gentleness, and consistency’), God promises that vou will look
back in vour twilight vears and enjov inward, personal pleasure. The converse iz
alzo true. If you relinguish 1.*:1.: responstbilities 35 2 parent, yon can expact sad
and senous consequences. I Civic benafits (128:5). Even Zion will be blazzed!
Temzalem will
b prosparons
and srong!
The point
is this: your
affzpring will
be nsed o
maks 3 dent m
society—ifor
zood! All the
davs of vour
later lifs, wou'll
ewjoy the fact
that your aar-
lier ditecnon
apd private
confrbotion to the homs life of vyour children pay off o rich, public divideads.

3. Manonal Blessings (128:8). Mow, io this final verse, grandchildren amive on

the scene You, the srandparent, see them, and you wimess a second-generation
imvestment Your own children pass on shmilar waining so that the ennre pation
bewefits and is blessed becanse the Lord, orzinally, was af the very center of vour
home Maintzin love and consistency m your home and God promueses you will
ewjoy wward pleasure e vour twilight vears.

Join MeCoury 12 pastor gf Evargreen church i Roan Mouwniamn, Tennessee and
alzo chapiam at Roan Highionds Nursimg Canier

Toe River Arts

Tours and Exhibits
By Eame Groff
Mitche!] amd Fameay Covornies

Toe Biver Studio Tour Among The Best In The Coundry
1'1.1.1'-:5 a vear, collectors of fine s and craft bhead to the mom-
tame of Westem Morth Carolivs for the Toe Fover Smdio Toor |
]-cul:ntm for over A Quarter cammuiry as 2a event of unsupessed qual- |
iy, bemuty, and inmervative thinkivz. And bemmnine Movenmber 17,
& pew excrEment will crinkle teonsh the air s de Sudio T
Exhibition opens a1 the Sproce Pine Toe Fiver Arts Gallery (289 Ok Avenns).  Each
partcipanng sede tour arzst znd gallery are mmvited o share o of their best pieces with
e public I an exbibat momied oo the zallery floos, Displays are amranzed geogmaphically
and coordinate with e Tour Guede. With apdy dree tour days and so many sndics and
amists, chotces are difficuls. The exldbinen allows 2 viewsr an opporbindty to plan dedr
sdvernme And if they aren’t able o be here for the rour, pieces may be purchasad wtil the
and of e year
“This foar weleomes a record 18 new artiesz. 13 in thsir own stadios, Every vear i
unlee The artizes chiapee: the wark svalves. I'm always excited when the homss amve—
10 5B€ 3 Dew armst’s work or the evolution of 2 more seasoned amist " gmid Eoathrym Andres
who has basn Toe Fiver Ams Exhibits Coordinsnor for over 2 decade. The partcipan:
shows are the bigzest exhibits during the vear averaging over 130 pieces on pedastals
tables, walls, width a few bizzer piaces relezaed o the floor And they are the most divarse,
with mediz ransips from 2-dimensional to zlass o cay, wood, and fher—souethines for
every palate, every wallst, Andic's 2l just 2 smunpling of what ooe will find dordne o
weekend Fovember 30-Decem-
ber2.
It =11 begins on Movember 17
&t the Spruce Pine Galleny. Stop
by e 2t 2 snesk preview of
o partcipant 2t Galary hours
arz 10:30am w Spmy T u-y:la'-
throush Sarordsy. And don't
forget the “Mset-tie-Aroars” re-
caption on the firs: evenmgs of te
tour, Friday, Movember 30 Join
arfists, staff and all the velunteers
wino make the pour the best and
one of tha lonzest contunally
runeng salf-guidad tours in the
Coumry, a5 we foast the co
oo of amodhear srear year oo the
Tine Fiver Arts Pegion of Westem
Morth Carglns
Comnpless infonmation, inchad-
inz the giida 1= available opline
W oeriverarts org of by call-
inz B2B-GA2-T215. The Toe River
Amz s 3 non-profit crzanization
serving the covmdes of 2nchell
and Vancey aud providing ars
enpariences and programs o
emrich and smhanea tha bves of i
residenrs,

ara ey o 5 by
) i, nlhir T e, Ly, R, o
Breft Cloer
CHris Juhrson
Chasity Pitman

626-765-9678
Bakersville, NC (828)688-3745

B O Red rdmciady [P lrr|l-11l__ T

Mikchell Co. Famm Bureau

17 St ke
Sprnca Bine | W JRITT

1 J bl 4 ey b

wwi i som I

Gat Real Aute- Home-LS

Burusville Gallery Pots A Sparlde Tnto The Holidays

O Movember 3, the Bumsville Gellery will be et aglow with the
opening of David Wilson's “(Flazs aed Lighe” exhibition dhat will contime
troash Decemiber 20, An open recepdon i scheduled for Fridsy, Movem-
Tear 2 from 5 1o Tprn.
| Wilson has been working i glass from the South Toe area of Bumsville

for the past 37 vears and bas establizhed homzelf 2 an experimental
mmovaiive glass blowsr He has been bot a shadent and insouctor a2 the
Fenland Schood of Crafs in glass and nepn snadies. More recenthy, ba
worked with sox other glasshlowers, melndine s son Havden in blpwing
| bundreds of glass orbs for the Bumsialle Garsway Tower,

“Urlss and Tighe will shoawcase several of his small soalpimss,

e bnding sevvers] fnorescent slassworks. The slowns effect 1= ackievad
by conmbining ziass with rare earth coodes before meltns for coloradon
Amnd de various fypes of eaddes produce difemm: colors, fiom orangas o
greens, 1o brlliaet bhees. The glass fhaoresces vnder ulra-viales (V) b,
Thiz iz owe of those exhdbits that ore has to wimess I person inonder io
fully grasp the "glow" of these small soulpnmres in 2 dark area o te galleny
S And just when vou think vou have seen iall, wou baven't. Wilson, a

o nonld-facered glass blowsr, wall have oo display his almost alien-like bowds
| cradled arop Dlown giass legs. Some are for drinkng, others for boldine,
i eachbowl] perfectly positioned and more wigue than the one befora.

Thuis iz glass at ws mnst creative.

The Bumzville Gallery is located at 102 Wit Mlain Smeet and apen
frovmy 103 0= oo 5:00pm Twesdsy-Samrday. The exlabir well moe froe
Tdovamber 3 twough Decanber 28 The eoepiion on the St of Tovember
is free; due public = trvined o share 2 couple of hovrs with the amis

Toe Piver Ams is 3 not for profit orgsnizstion teat seeks to connect te
arts with the puliic in the Tes Fiver Villey region of hitchell and Yancey
counmes. Formore mnformation about de exhibirn or other programs of Tose

Funver Ars, please visif fhe website, wonw foerverams.ong ar call 825-882-
TS

Eare Grgff i the Program: Coordinater for the The Brver drer
Council,

www. brocnews.com
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abonds in Him, if we are to maly feel His presence and be swarounded by the
bleszings He has in store forus. Proverbs 12:23 e fear gf the Lord fendoth ro
Iife: and e that Rath it shall abide sanzfied: he shall not be visined with avil,
Aszwe zo into this Thanksgiving season, take dme 1o work oo reladonship. If you
[ - wan: & zgoed neighbor, be a good neighbor, if you want a goed mare, be 2 zood

. T mata, 1f you want to be 2 loved parent, be a loving parant, if yon want a gond
%

No Regrets Family-Footprints
By Pastor Dean Hopeyoun

Tast recantly Thad a madical procedure and the first
rime [ have ever been pat to sleep. Fifty vears without 2
major medical problem I fesl muly blessed. However, in
the back of oy miind was a3 littde doabs. Here Twas plac- :
ing myself in the care of an anssthedst and a docoon I | 4
bad to wust them, and I was a lirde apprehansive befora ‘_
the proceduare. Mayvbe that is the reason v blood pres-
sura was 2 little high T gained confidence when T found

friend, ba 2 good friend. MMost of all, if vou want to be a child of God, be obadi-
ant, dilizent and srodions in vour smdy of the Lord’s words and works Have a
blessad Thavksgiving

Doug Harrell iz a ljfe-long residens gf Mitchell Counn, Owner of Harrell Hill
out my doctor was a Christian who kad prayed for me that merning and bhefore Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Bapiizt Church and Publisher of the Biug

iy procedure Parn snd T held bands with this doctor and we praved togethsr, Thar S Gl e,
brought me grest joy o konow ooy dector believed mn the Grear plysician. We can 3
by b= thavkfial for Chostan doctors aod care givars.

Az a pastor many times people of all ages kave come o me with doubts and
fears. Some kave doubos abowt salvation, some abon: the foture, and sdll others
sbout God’s word. [ always open the Bible and read with thern the Word of God
and reassure them with what God savs. God would not make provoizes to us thar

He could nor keep. Avd we would not must 2 God whe could pot kesp His prom-
them to think of something that they have prayed for that onlby
Grod conld do. Alroest always that believer will remiember that
praver and what God did for them Then rhey will begin to re- RI D AY
Grod’s faithfnlness. God who is fzithfnl in the past is the God
who iz faithful m the fahure, The blessings and profecdoas God
provide for Pam and I far ounweizh my doubts sod fears. We S A I_ E S E V E N T
tend o Zet g ap in the moment and forget how faithful God
- We ask the queston-- Can
God? And the answer iz--
God Can. “Far with God

ises. Grod i3 fxithiul.
For the most part vou ¢aw talk with believers about their prayer life and ask
member other things God has done for them. Avswerad prayer
rerinds them of God’s faithfalness. How soon we forget
maly is. Mnch like the children of Israel; bow soon they forgor
the goodness of God o the wilderpess,
| all things are possible. " ] eep
Shortly afrer Pam and I Unimited,

marrizd we began to pray Sahara, £x4, Spart Litilty.
for a washer and I!I'_I'Er. 5|}l:ll't |41|||'|:|I'.

5o we would not bhave 1o MERE MERP
rnake wips w3 laumdry 140 280,00 $25,130.00

mat. Very soon afier those
pravers a friend gave us a
washer and drver I began

io prav God let my path

cross with someons I can

shara the Gospel with, ;

Soom after that praver God Latm;_-dlil‘—"lus,
leads me to 2 young man I shared the Gospal with. I pravad Spart Uiy,
Lord Twonld like to preack 2 revival, soon afier that prayer MERP
Crod allowed me to preach s revival. God has been so zood to 332.130.00

ns, He is faithfal and Tme.

When I doalbe or faar I look back at God's faithfilness and
His foorprines are all over my lifz. I am sure dovbt is part of
bman sinfil namre. Doabs and woary are wot Som God. I
wa could wake up and ask God o remind ws of His farthfial-

ness, and not let this day go by witkowt worshipping 3 faith- Latiugs

ful God. If miy footprint a5 a symbel of my life is larger than dyd,

Crod's footprint ooy life, thea something iz wrong. It is like Sport Ly, Sport Uiy

the v boy following his fathers boot steps in & desp snow. MERF MERP
JResE A e i i F30.350.00 $27.885.00

“Son why are you following my wacks™? “Dad 1t is 2 whele lot
easier walking where vou have already been ™ (God the Father
has gone before us, He has already been whete we are going,
and it is nmch easisr to follow Hom,

Diear brother and sister, God is faithfal, He has ghvea us
“exceeding greal and precions pramises . I leave with you this
promuise fom Isatah 41:10 (W 19007

Tralinawk. Uinfimited,

10 Figar thou noi; for I am with thee. 3”'5‘1 Spart 5, 414,
Be not dismayed: for I am thy God: E'F:'”s;ﬂ'w' Sport LAty
Twill strengthen thee: yea, Twill help thea; $37 575.00 “T]-'j;‘:w

Yea, Twill upheld thee wirth the mght hana of my mghicouzness,
Crod bless vou, snd Live Jife with “TVo Fepres”

Paztar Dean Honeyoust shepherds Snow Hill Baprist Church
i Bakernille NC. He may b reached a §28-355-0213,
snowhillbaprisvidgmail.com, or visi thelr website ar www
smowhilibaprist com

BEUCHANAN & YOUNG

L=t Rl b ﬂll..":n.'_l-._'-'lw M E-l—
e R

www.buchananyoung.com
“Serving WNC For Ohver 50 Tears™
828-682-2194 East Main Strest, Burnsville, N.C. 26714
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 the sons of Eliphaz were Teman,

___, Zepho (Gen 36:11)

5 even 1f [ washed myself with

i Job 9:30)

9 Smke your hands together and

____your feet (Ezek 6:11)

14 the hizard, and the snail, and
(Lev 11:30) (KJV)

151t 15 appointed unto men ___ to

die (Heb 9:27)

16 and be killed, and after
days rise again (Mark 8:31)

17 They built a E.EEEE' ___upto
the city (2 Sam 201

18 the LORD vour God, serve

him on only (Deut 6: 113

19 Blessed is the one who the

words of this prophecy (Rev 1:3)
20 Blessed are you when people
___you, persecute you (Matt
5:11)

22 thou shalt bind this ~ of
scarlet thread 1n the window
{Joshua 2-18) KJV

24 obtain (Matt_24:18)

25 opposite to wiudward side
{naut.) (Acts 27:7

26 Every word uf G-:ud 13

(Prov 30:5)

28 One of the seven nobles of
Persia and Media (Est 1:14)

32 Eber, Misham, Shemed who
built

33 the omoament of and

quiet spirit (1.4) (1 Peter 3:4) KIV

34 Distressed and hungry, they
will __ through the land {Isa
8:21)

37 she shall shave her head and
__hernals (Dent
41 first book of the Bible {abbr)

42 Philip went down to the city of
. and preached (Acts 8:3) KIV

45 He is demon-possessed and
raving ____ Why hsten to lum
(John 10-20)

44 the Lord said wnto me, Anse,

a.uu:l go  Damascus (Acts
2:10)

4E from Jemzalem. and from the

coast of  and Sidon (Luke

6:17)

49 cargoes of cinnamon and
(Rev 18:13)

51 Man 15 a mere phantom as he
goes to and (Ps 39:6)

53 Another angel, who had
___censer (1.6) (Rev 8:3)
55David _ on lus sword over
the mumic (1 Sam 17:39)

60 mive God & tenth of vour munt.

" and all other (Luke 11:42)
61 back end of Peter's boat

62 Nebuchadnezzar came  to
the mouth of the buming fiery
{Danie] 3:26)

63 reported this to the men of Ja-
besh, they were

gryand
17:29)
69 the wimnd will pick them up,
and 2 wall blow them away

and thirsty {2 Sam

and Lod (1 Chron 2:12)

21:12) (KJV)

_ (15am 11:9)
&7 The people have become hun-

Hsa 41:16)

1 like the eagle and make
your nest among the stars
(Obad 1:4)

12 thy brother was dead, and 15
__ agam (Luke 13320 KIV
13 they have stolen, they have
_ (Josh T:11)

74 Salvation 1s found m no one
___, for there 15 no other name
(Acts 4:12)

75 m Bethany m the home of a
man known as Smmon the
(Matt 26:6)

76 Do not let your heart
sinmners (Prov 23:17)

175aul s thousands,
and David his ten thousands (1
Sam 29:5)

DOWN

I Ahabsonof  became king
of Israel (1 Kmgs 16:29)

2 I'will howl hike a jackal and
_ hike an owl] (Mic 1:8)

3 Take heed that ye do not vour
____ before men (Matt 6:1)
v

4 How then can you __ one
officer of the least (Isa 36:9)

3 you 1t with showers and
bless its o crops (Ps 65:10)

6 and now greater than
Jomah is here (; L'*;’I'rt 12:41)

! they made an 1del n the form
&f_ _ (L4) (Acts 7:41)

8 He has delivered us from
such a deadly (2 Cor 1:10)
9 they found the whole road
with the clothing (2 Kings
1:15)

10 that I might preach him
Among heathen (Gal 1:16)
11 the avenger of blood might
pursue him in (1.4)
(Dent 19:6)

12 Your kimgdom 15 divided

and given to the  and Per-
sians (Dan 5:28)
13 I will prevent from de-

T.'mu'jng your crops (Mal 3:11)

21 also the cucumbers, melons,
. onions and garlic (Num

113) )

23 said to Futh her daugh-

ter-m-law, "It will be zood

{Euth J.f'_ijl

27 LORD Almighty, will

off the boughs with great power

(Isa 10:33)

28 dunng the time of King

Herod,  from the east came

(Matt 2:1)

29 The God of peace be with

yvouall  (Rom 13:33)

30 Joshna his clothes, and

fell to the earth (Joshua 7-6)

E‘]"ll_l"

31 the Babyloman  pur-

sued King Zedekiah and over-

took him (Jer 52:8)

35 rowing device (Ezek 17:29)

KTV

40) all the treses of

[
=
)
i

]

COPYRIGHT 2018

36 a Levite who lived m a remote

i the hill comntry (Judg

19:1)

38 God has ascended

of joy (Ps 47:5)

30 let us nm with patience the
that 15 set (Heb 12:1)

. that were

n the garden of God (Ezek 31:9)

43 put anend tosin, to  for

wickednesz (Dan 9:24)

441f =z, and hear the

volce of sweanng {1 4} (Lev 3:1)

E‘]"i"i'

47 How _ did they provoke

him m the wildemess (Ps 78:40)

KIV

50 because we obey his com-

shouts

mands and do what _ him (]
John 3:22
32 to Caesar the things that

are Caesar'’s (Mark 12:17)
34 From the least to the greatest.

allare  for gam (Jer 6:13)

535 but the wound had been
healed (Rev 13:3)

56 they had for the mat-
tocks {1.4) (1 Sam 13:21) KIV
57 but hike locusts they  the

BIBLEWORDGAMES COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

land and then fiy away (Nah
3:16)
58 The first was hke a lion,
and 1t had the wings ofan
(Dan 7:4)
59 that may be eaten must
out the bloed and cover 1t with
earth (Lev 17:13)
64 not be lawiul to unpose

. tribute, or custom, upon
them (Ezra T24) KJV
65 now therefore  thou
somewhat the grievous servi-
tude (2 Chr 10:4) KJV
66 reached for lns sword,
1t out and struck the servant
(Matt 26:51)
68 But as the serpent begmled
___ through hes subtilty (2
Cor 11:3)
70 the third beek of the Old
Testament.(abbr)

Solution on page 14

waw brenews. com
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Enjoying Everyday Life
Understanding the Fower of the
Holy Spirit

B Joyce Maver

There's nothing more valuable than the presence of God
in our lives. And my goal for teaching about God's pres-
ewce and anoinnng is 10 increase vour desire o completely
and prompily obey Him. Beacanse the meore we love, oast
and abey God the soonger His anointing will be m our
Ives

Mow, God's love for van iz perfect, comiplete, apd nnconditonal He conldn’t
love vou sy maore thane He does right now, znd His love for yvoo pever changas,
Bur wa can grow in our Love for God.

As we leamn more about His character snd have expensance with Him through 3
personal relzfionship with Him, cur mast in Him and love for Him grows. And this
canses more of the anomting of the Holy Spirit to work inns znd throush us,

The Ancinting Abides in You

Jesus Christis the Ancinted One, and when we are borm again, His apointing
abides inus. The word awoint means 9o smear or mk all over.” It's woaderful o
think about how in Chrst, we are “robbed and smoeared all over™ with the Holy
Spirti.

PJI; oe way the anointing is 3 free gift from God thet comes by His grace and
mercy, and in another way, there = a price 1o pay for it

First Jokm 2:27 (ANTP) savs, “dz foe vou, the anoiniing [the special gift the
Freparaiion] which you recehved fror Hiwm remains [permaneiiy) inyvou "
Motice how this scrphare savs that the anoinfing remains penmanenth—it woa's
0 AWEY.

The tenms “special zift” apd “the preparaton” mdicare having Holy Spint
“punph!™ ar power to do what God 15 calling us to do. And it's the zentle promps-
ings, wges and leadarship of the Holy Spiric in ws thar shows us how o live.

When we follow the ancinape, we feel peace and joy becanse we're making
wise decisions. If's so valnabls for us, and more than anything alze we need to
protect the apoinfing in our lives.

Pay the Price to Have MMore Power

While the anoindng abides tw s throwgh our salvation it can's work throvgh
our lives unitl wea are broken bafore God. That's when the ofl of the Holy Spiritin
s is poured out and can be 3 benefit (o others.

o, what is it that needs to be broken inus? Things like rebellion, smbbom-
ness, pride zod & spirit
that's independent from
Grod are a few areas
of disobedience that
can keep the anoinnng
from working throngh
ns. This iz becausze the
velirle that carrias
the ancintng is the
soil—onr mind will
and emotions. And
when we are led by cur
natoral cammal or feshly
nmpulses, we are oot
beinz led by the Holy
Sppirtt.

Bur 2z we grow up and manre m Christ, we can be what God wanrs us o be
and live every day empowerad by the ancintong of the Holy Spirit

It"s Mot Just for Spiritual Things

It's imiportant oo nnderstand that we need God's ansinting every day, in evary-
fhing we do. And thare’s an anoinnng for everyihing we n2ed o do. It's not just
for mintstars or for spirimal arsas of life.

The ancintang is what enables and equips us to do what God asks us to do. Tou
have an anointng to be a parear, mskand or wife. 1o be in business or some kind
of orgamizaton . whatever vou are gified to do with vour life. And it's amazing
when God nses soaneone o do semething that you koow they don't kave the akil-
itv o do on their own, That's the power of the aooinong!

Jesus Is Oor Example

Plilippians 2:10 (ANPY says, 4t the name o Jezus evary Inee shall bow [in
submiizzion], gff those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth. " He 13
Grod, and He is all-powerful! Yez. He is also our exsmple in bumiling

Verses 3-8 in this sarpe chapter tall us we are to have the same aromde thar Ha
demonsirated: Although He is one with God, He smpped Honsalf of all privileges
apd berame 2 servant He zbased sand hambled Himself and was obediant even to
the exmrarne of daath on the cross.

Power is connectad fo obedience The spointing is released when we zetod of
oar selfish, salf-centered indepandent attimdes and nunbla curselves before God
As you choose to be radically obedient to God, you will kave the same power
that raised Choist from the dead working m and throuzgh you, And vou'll be

smazed by the anomdng of the Holy Spirt in vour Lifs!

For mors on this topic, order Tovee's for-CD series Learning to Be Led by
the Holy Spirit. You can also contact us to receive gur free magazine Enjoying
Everyday Life by calling (B00) 727-2673 or visiting W, joycemever org.

Jayee Maver iz a New York Nimer hasrseliing aurthor and founder of Joyoe Mever
Minisiies, Inc. She har quthored more than 100 books, mcivding Baitigheld af
the Mind and Cherioad: How fo Unplug, Unwing and Ukleazh Yourself from the
Prezsuve of Smess (Hachetra). She hosis the Enjoving Evervaay Life radio and TT
programs, which qir on hundreds of stations worldwide. For more infbemation,
VIFT WWW O TR oS,

West Burnsville Baptist Church

Christmas Pageant

By Wanda Harding
Tancay Couniy

It's tha most wondsrful ome of the vear! Homes ars
dackad with twinkling lighes, and lighted tress are cov-
ared with tinsel and ormamenrs, Carols 11 the air as busy
shoppears crowd the malls searching for that parfact gife.
Children are filled with wonder as they dream of special
tays they hope to find vmder the ree on Christnas mom-
ing

B the rasson for the celebraton should 611 ALL our hearrs with wonder
Jzin ws at West Bumsville Bapiist Church as we pressnt the Eightzenth Annnsl
Chrsmnas Pageant, "The Wonder of His Lovea.” The pageant opsns oa Thurs-
dav, Wovember 20 at 7 PM and continues on Friday and Sanarday, also ar 7 B,
clpsing on Sunday a3 P We begin with a concert of joyous Christmas camols
and continue with a puasical drarsa of the life of Christ Thrill to the proclams-
tion of the anzals thar the Ponce of Haaven iz bom! Marvel as the blind e the
lame walk, and sinners ara forgiven 2s the crowds reach oot to Jesus. Monrn with
Mary and the disciples as Jasus 15 ccified and rejedcs with thern as they discover
that He is rizen’ The pageant ends with the promize of life everlasting to all who
balieve on the Lord Tesns Christ.

West Burnsville Baptst Charch is locased one mile wast of Burnsville own
sguare on West Burnsville Church Faoad just off US Highway 19 E Seafing is
available forty-five mimares before the perfonunance. Beservatons for groups of
iz or mare may be mada by calling 828-652-3990 While thers is po admission
charze. vour love offering 1= graefully accepred.

Amd les the peace of God rule in yonr hegrrs, fo the which alse ye are called

in one boay; and be ye thanighl Ler the word off Christ dwell in yon iy in
all wisdom; feaching and admonizhing one another in psalms and fnmns ond
spiritnal sengs, singing with grace in venr hearey fo the LORD. 4And wharseever
ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the LORD Jesns, giving thanks fo
God and dfre Father by kim. Colozzians 3:15-17
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LY ADDED “HEMP STORE"
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Spiby olr.shop ahd we@il Ilélii \you
e_ which.productiis'right for you.;

We carry Medterra CBD oil_ It is made from all natural,
non-GMO Kentucky grown hemp. 99% pure CBD :mfate,
ahsolutely ZERQ THC 500-20008G

We also camy ...

* full spectrum oil
* gummy bears

* honey sticks

* dog treats

* VAape pens

* hemp flower

* pain cream

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE
15% OFF ANY PRODUCT!I

Mountaineer Pawn Shop

12513 5. 226 Hwy. » Spruce Pine, NC

(828)765-7651

SOUTHWEST
Trading
COMPANY

Haours:

279 Oak Ave,
“im-iﬁl Spruce Pine, NC

salesdilwlradingcompany.com
W switradingoompany. oo

Thanksgiving Put Into Practice

By Ken apd Jan Merop
Avery County

There's an ald hymn thar instacts ws fo count
our blessipes.  naming them one by one. This
develops sn antmide of praise and gratimde for
those people and simatons that bring us jov
But, it isn't just this thankfal atdmde tharis
EIpOITans.

Like faith zraomde needs an object of intez-
rity and gemuiveness to cling o Oihernwise, it's just emnpty words withowt power.
Cod 1= the cnly one worthy of our faith, oust and gragmde. With him az our cen-
ter, our acions will demonsmate the antmude of our hearts zod minds,

At this seazon of Thanksziving, my ralanonship with God the Father through
od the Son, Tesns Chnst and the joy of the Holy Spint indwelling me tops ny
List f_lus&l}' following is my busband and our chdldren aod srandchildran, our
parents, brothers, sisters and the rest of our exrended family and friends.

The List iz endless as [ contemaplate God's protecnion, nuidance apd provision 3t
every bead in life's road. I love Knowing I beloog fo God and he beloazs 1o me.
And God's words of insmuction aren't cnly there o splighten me; b, this unigue
Word is living and practically souches every aspect of daily living.

Uiy enfbusizstic response is gradinde.

Fecently while reading in The Word in Life Study Bible publisked by Thomsas
Helson, Inc, I came across some smudy nores that grouped together several Sorip-
rures. They pormaved clearly the practicaliny of the Bible aud itz insouctons for
Liwing the Chriztian life — a life of joy and peace - the abundant life Tems spoke
aof.

The:e verses ars diracted to balisvers who ars new craatmons in hing. Through
hiz ransforming power within new character traits are buddmg. His insmoctions
give the pacessary nourshment to tum bads into bleoms.

When depending on him, we lsarn to love o self-sachficing, encmoaging ways.
We develop fruds that is Hossoming within s through God's presence; such as,
Love, Jov, pRace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gantleapess and self-
confrol. W ate encourzged to think new and good thoushes tat emphasize muth,
prricy aod virme., At last, we are to clothe oursalves with tender mercies, hanul-
iy, forgiveness, thanksgiving, and songs of praise.

All of these things towchk on the pracrcality of Hving the Chrisrian life in
Chrizt’s power When we apply themn to relationships, finsnces decision mak-
mg. entertamment, family life apd more, we see how the crdmary can bacome
extraordinary.

And T lowe whar it says in Galatians 52 22k, “dgamer such there 1o ne law
Pt faith into pracice with thanksziving. Selsh

Frery Fall

Wihar words painf this picinre?
There almost are NoRe EXCep 0 gEsP
i e splendor af Anfumn s paleite.
Think abont the beaury of the One
Who s belind i ail.
Jesus Christ, the Croafor,

AN ehings were creared through Him

and for Homm. ™
Colozsigns I 16

= "
= =

Eon and Jan love reniding m the mowntains gf Avery Cowungy. Tz Jam's new blog
(@ pauseandconsiderner, Jowrneying with Jan; and Ken's photos at kenneroppho-
fogFapi com.

Bur he thar received seed inro the good ground 15 le ihar heareth ihe
word, and understandeth [it]; which alse bearveth frany, and bringeth
Jorth, some an hundredfold, some sixey, some chirty. Matthew 13:23
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Crossnore School

Cottage Farent Training
By Jim Ham
Avery Coungy

Pam of pew Comage Parenr raming at Crossnore 15
leaming about gur Spirmal Life prosraneng. Every
Aonday morming at fam new CPs show up ar my
office door, papers m hand ready to hear how the
Christan part of our mission stytsment is woven s
air sanciuary of bope and healing. T fnagice their
excitement when they learn about things like our Bikle

h—

L |

prosram, Younglife ice crearm Olymapics, hngle Life

Winfer Jlam, spirifzal life retreats, Thiosday Chapel and Sundsy Chuach, The
realicy is most CFs are coaung o 322 me on the Last day of their first seven-day
shifi living ioa cottage 24 hours & day for 7 days. Hearing abons spiial Life at
Qamn 1z probably 25 exciding as vao waling and marginally more enzazing than
med maining. In the midst of words like requirad chapel, Bible programs: and host
chuorchas, through the foz of fatizue and their theughts of “He doesn’t look much
like a preacher. Whar is all this talk abowt being in & nunistry of pressnce.” I am
praverfiul the one thing they take away is thar every day, we are planfing the saeds
of the Gospel in the children we serve If 15 m the plantee of those sseds of love
that thare is hope snd healing. Each day, we plant saeds that we pray will brezk
the cycle of abuse and mamma that meny of our kids have experenced. We plan:
seads in fertile soil thar for so long has besn naglectad.

Fertile bt peglectad, red, crusty, filled with rocks and weads; (oo many years
have passed simupg forgoten on the
back of campus. Clover and dandelions
ware the prevalent crop visible fom
my office window. A faded plastc play
castle stood among the creeping clover
and dandelions a3 a strange remindsr
that soanethins sreater nsed to stand
here. For vears, that preatar thing was
Foadmsn Cottage It stood as a castle
of hope and bealing, 2 home for those
in need for 58 vears. Bow replaced with
beanifil new homes with beantifil
nammas like Tandle and Florence, thare
was nothong left o renund those pass-
ing by bmar 2 reroeans of 2 rock foundaton and 2 small plagee, “Sie of Foadman
Cortage. Built in loving memaory of Foadman Hollander ay 17, 1926 - Blav 2,
18407, Served as a cortage for Crossnore children from 1948 o 20077

What was 2 home of bope and bealing for mamy years s now a conwmmnity gar-
dew of growth and daily change. 4 ramindsr thar God does provide for the seeds
planted in love, On & warmish April afterpoon, with soilsd hawds dirty toss and 2
praver, we plavtad pofstoss. Amid the rocks and weeds, we zantly placed 2ach out
potato e the fiorew, making sure thair eves were facing up. A subtle ramindar
that even where only rocks and weeds once flourisked. life 15 possible; & remindar
that after baing cut away, life sprngs forward from wanuth, care sod fom look-
g up. Sl Iwas por so sure, 90 1 wold the 30 or so kids aed staff who came out
o diz and plant aed laugh, “If we zet any potarees ar all, let’s be happy!™ In the
back of mind. Tdid not hold owt monch kope. We had too much working against us.
Too many, too manys. Too many years in the dark uonder a cortage; 100 many vears
of neglect; too mawy years of clover and dandalions — weeds; too many rocks;
oo mawy vears; too mnch neslect; not encugh care.

How Love bums throwgh the putting in the Sead
On through the watching for that early birth
Whea just as the sedl tamiskes with wead,

The snuody ssedling with arched body comas
Shouldering its ways and shedding the earth cnunbs.
Robert Frost, “Putting m the Seed

Todaw s I sit i nov office and Look out my window, I sall see some zrass and
some clover and some wnknosm weeds. Bur, T also 28 opdens and carrots. I see
beanniul green collards and kale, Best of all, I s=e potamoes, lots of potatoes, Die-
spire the oo mawys we had against ns, we have potatees. Despite my lack of fatth,
v doubt, we have potaroes. Even as T doubted. the potatoss were sprouting

Frost was right when he wrote, “How Love burns throngh the putting m the
Seed " At Crosspore School apd Children’s Heoane, we plant the seeds of love each
aud every day. We plant the seads of the Gospel by Iiving in 2 ministry of pras-
enCe 33 3 conmmaity and in our comummuty garden With the right care, [ koow
those spintual and physical seeds will grow, bt I soll worry, It seems the weeds
zrow so readily and so easily. It seems as if the rocks reproduce where rocks
ware claarad, so many obstacles o ovarcoms o bear fuit, Yar, we plaat, and we
marhare. snd we offer grace, peace and love to our children knowing that Love
overcomes all the weeds and rocks that oy to squesze their way in

Crur new cormmunity zarden at Crosspore stands as 2 remuinder thar wea nwst
hawve faith. Faith thar plapting potatoes oo 8 wanmish April afremoon will result in
beannfil pomtoes in the fall. Faith that m planting and loving seeds there will be
new life where there was pothing but neglected rocky seil. and faith that God's
provision is enongh I ewite voo to come visit our comnumoafy gardsn, exparience
the langhter and jov over frach radiskes and leaf lemuce. Be amazed that potatoes
zrow even when we doubr zpd wony, Comie see first-hand the new growth

Jim Harr iz the student pasior of Crosznone Schoal in Crossnowe, NC

Check out our new Website-www.brecnews.com
And find us on Facebook

"Wake Up! Stand Up! Woman Lp"

Women's Conference
By Teresa Fobinson
Mirchell Coumnty

Whar thonghes ewter vour mind when von see a sleep-
ing baby? Droes 2 smdle spread across your face, as you
think there iz nothing so peaceful and beaumful m world?
Wlost people think this way. The baby is tetally wmaware of
the dark wickedness that s2emis to coamuually zrow each

v. et we as adults and caremakers of our children and
srandchildren are snoning o the church pew as men of God attemipst fo point us fo
the math thar 1s found o the Word. If occasionally 3 senumon pepemratas our hearts
we just shift the thoughts aside and sertle back into the slesp of complacency and
zpathy.

Taw’t it tomes to “Wake Up™? Take a look around and see what 1z happening
1o s and owr loved ooes, frends and neighbors. Smonzhelds have grazspad us
by the throar to choke the life out of us. These stronghaolds did not starr out as 2
stmonghold. Sin never does reveal itself as the nely deadly beast that itis Tusta
oy little arack or moment of weskpess, when Satan gets 2 toe hold in our lives
Snddenly the dust kas senled, and we are left with nothing butr an emipry shell of
“could kave™ and “should have™ beens. Diecisions made without guidance of sy
Godly mflnence end o a lonely dark place

It does oot have 1o be this way, To b=coome aware of the tactcs of Satan and
bow to dafend yoursalf and others, in the power of the Almighry God, is possible
for every child of God. The ammour of God is ready 1o be put on by the forgiven
simmner and “stand up”. Ephesians 6:11-18 says “pur on the whole armour of rad,
rhat ye way be able fo stand agaiart the wiles of the devil. For we weaztle nar
against Rech and biooad, bur agaiss principaiffiies, and againsd powars, agaimsi
rufers of dartmess, agaiss spariteal wickedness in high ploces. Stand therefors,
Faving vour loins girt aboud with ek, and having on the breasipiate of righ-
fepushess; And vour feer shod with preparaiion of the gospel gf peace; Above ali,
raking the shieid of firitk, wharawith yo shall be abie fo guench all the fery darts
gf the wicked. And fake the helmer gf zalvation, and the naord gf the Spiit, which
iz the word of God: Praying abwagys with all prayver and suppiicaiion i the Spiri,
and watching thereunio with all perseverance and suppiicanon for ail st~
Cmce, we are dressed for banie we are to stznd and defend ougselves. This means
10 hold wour ground and be accountable to what has been given to you, including
vour family. The time to fade weo the backsronnd is past. Lives are at stake not
just our own, but our families,
Waks up, stand up and zar off
the Blessed aszurance of “do
nothing™ and be connted o
the batle.

Yo may think that this s
& man’s war, Unformmately,
that = incorrect. Women are
soldiers, also in this war. We
are not to be men. but we are
called to e women of faith
to teach our childran how
1o live a Godly life. and to
tzke care of our fanulies. In
Provaris 31 1z 2 descriprion
of & hard-working, miellizent
resonrceful woman, who
tzkes care of har bushand,
har family aud her naighbors. In Tims 2, Paal explains fuother that we ars 1o belp
those who are younger to leatn from the experiences we bave endured. To e a
Chrisnan woman reday, calls for a soong dedicared womian thar Joves Jesus with
all her heart, nund and sonl. A Christan wornan iz also obedient to God's Holy
Word. She 15 faarless when she knows who fights her bartles. She 15 smongest
when she is weak, for m Him. He is smong. It 15 ome for Christan women to
Woman TUp! We are princesses of the King of Kings! It's fime to get to wark for
the glory of Jasus Christ? The lives of our children and srandchildren ars at srake.
We rmst be waks and ready to protact the blessings that God bas: given us

Plezze join us af the “Wiake Up! Stapd Up! Woman Up” Women's Conference
will b= hald MNovember 17th at Bamry Chapel Baptist Church staming &t Qam to
F:30pm Luach is provided. Come, prayed up and ready o go do the mission that
Jezus commianded us to do. Let’s allow God to bresk those sirongholds and create
the women He desires us to become

Toresa lhves in Spruce Pine and aitends Barry Chapel Bapiiss Chunch,
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By Eimberly Garland
Tncay Coumiy

In the spring of 2018, under the expenence fasth and
able leadership of the Bev Fobn Bire 33 Director, the Lord
has rizen up a new healing prayer ministry, “The Blessing
Flace at High Pastares ™ af 3 beantiful mountainside non-
denmminational Christian Betrest Canter in Bumsville,
MC. The ministry was “hirthed” with a prayer ministers’ traming weekend followed
by a Healing Prayer Weekend Both weekends were blessed with a fresh release of
led prayer recipients to experence the love and bealing presence of Fesus. If vou or
somepns you know would benefit froom being blessed and prayed for in the beauty
of God's creation., yvou are encouraged to joinus fior 3 weekend of healing prayer.
Char Vision-Fekindling the Gift of Fesus” Healing Miinistry ar High Pasnmes._. amd
the world!

Chur Mizzion- To mvite the healmg presence of God through Blezsing and healme
prayer mmistry-Equipping and mentoring of prayer ministers and enjoying Spiri-
led worship. Under the power and suthority given to hiz
followers by Jesus, God has placed his healing power un-
der gur suthority. It is op to us to relesse it! - Matr. 10:1.

Following twenty-four years as a charch pastor, Rev.
Jobn Rice left parish minisry in 2012 in response to God's
call to focus more of his time and energy on restoring and
growing Jesus® healing minisiry. He describes his teach-
g ministry as 3 way “To encourage equip, and empoaer
rod’s people for Tesus® bealing minisiry. © Since 2009,
TJobm has led four OSL ministry teams to bring Jesus” beal- |
mg minisiry e the Diocese of Durgspur, located i north-
exstern India Thairing the 1ast 20 years, e has taaght and
preached on healing prayer mimistry in chmrches throngh-
ot the United States. John recently completed a DV teaching series of five
hesling prayer workshops. This new educstional resource, “Equipping the Samts for
Jesus® Healing Ministry,” was created for use in chnmches, soaall groups, and OSL
Chaptars. Tohn snd his wife, Debra, live in Bumsville Family life, especially being
Poppi to two beautiful sranddmaghters, lots of fower gardening, and a Little fishing,
Eeep Fobn well occoupied when bome High Pastares Christian Fetreat & Conference
Center is located at 290 Kings Hizshway, Bumsville, N 28714, Contact them at
825-080-0626 for meore informanon

John Rice

Kim Gariand serves on the Leadership Team qf The Blezsing Place and is one af

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

For the Beauty of the Earth
By Dir. Tracy Jessup

"Blecs the Lord, O my soul O Lord my God, you are very
eroat.  You are clothed with honor and magiezty, wrapped
in fight az with a garment. Tou stretch out the haavens like
a fent_ Tbu set the earth on itz foundations o that if shall
never be shaken ™ — Pzalm 104:1-2_ 5

Today's passage is a poetc summary of God's creation
of the world, declaring praise and sdoration =i the gpreamess
of God. This Psalm seonewhat parallels the description of creation in Genesis 1,
recounting what God aested each day as a reason to praise the Lord. On day one,
God created light (104:1-2; Genesis 1:3); day two, the beavens and the waters
(104:2-3; Genesis 1:6); day three, land and vegetation {104:46-18; Genesis 1:0-13);
dary four, the sun, moon, and stars (104:19-23; Genesis 1:14-16); day five, fish and
birds (104:25-24; Genesis 1:20-23); and on day six, animals and laman beings
(104:21-24 X7-30; Genesis 1:24-31). God’s act of creatiom is wordny of praize —
“Bless the Lord, O my soul®™

On October 8, 2015, the BEC posted an article on their website entitled “Cost
the Earth’s Sources: How We Denved Firancial Valnes for the Mamral World ™
Based on research by BEC Earth as well as scienfists in collaboration with The
United Mations Environment Program World Conservation Monitoring Center
(UMEP-WCMT), the smdy asserts, “Ir is widely acknowledgzed thar the namral
wiorld should not just be reduced to a series of financial vahies, which are neces-
sarily estimates. Howewver, in 3 world that often fornses on money, it canbe 3
nsefil ool o help remind us that namre dees have a valee, and what might be lost
if aspects of it dizsappear.™

Here are a few exaniples of the estimated monetary value for varoas aspects of
Grpd's creation-

*Frashmrater vahied at 57348 million

*Trees valned at 516.2 million

=Coral reeft valued at 399 million

*Wild zea fich valned =t 5274 billion

=Bess and other pollinators vaboed at 5170 billion

*Dung beetles vahied at 5350 million.

Meil Mightingale, Creative Director for BEBC Earth commented on the stady:
“When you see the fizures in black and white it's illuminating to see that the an-
mnal revennes of the world's most successfol companies. Apple; General MMotors;
Hestle; Bank of China
all pale I compeaTisom
io the financial refum
fo our econonyy from
natural sssets ™

Beginning and end-
ing with a dowolozy
(“Bless the Lord, O
oy soul™), the Psalm-
ist clearly is calling us
fo consider creation
nof for anahysis and
explanation, but for
jovinl celebration.
Walter Bruepremann
writes, “A theslozical
reading of the world
drives ns not to knowledee and control, bt to praise. As the world is referred
back to (God in adoration, we are sware that the world is not sutonomons, not salf-
zZenerated, not etemmally preexisting, ot exists becanse of the gracious power of
Yabweh who has made it all” (Texis for Preaching, p. 533).

Prayer: For the bemary of the earth, for the glory of the skies, for the love which
from our birth over and around us hies; Lord of all, o thee we raise this onr bvimm
of grateful praise (Folliot 5. Plerpomt).

Dr. Tracy Jezsup semas as vice president for Christian Life and Service and
senior minister fo the University. He is a graduaée of Gardner-Webb with a B4
m Muzic and earned kis M Dy desvee af Samyford Unneersity s Beeson Divinity
School. He compiated his Fh.D. at the Universiyy gf Nebraska-Lincoln. He also
teaches in the undergraduate department gf religtows studier and enjoys the op-
Dportunily to serae the local church through inderim paziorates, puipi? supply, and
preaching revival senvices. He and hiz wife, Tereza, have fwo children, Christian
and Anma.

Located in the North Caroling fhodhills, Gardner-Webd Universiy is a private,
Chriziian, liberal arts weiversity thar prepares sidents fo become crifical funk-
ez, gffectne leaders and compassionaie servanis in the global community. Em-
Phasizing a srong student-centered exparignce and rigorows academics, Cardnar-
Wbl ipnites legrming and service opportinines for undersnadnate and graduate
studanis. Jenite your future af Gardner- Webb edu

Paris Citly
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Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Losing Your Memory

By Pastor Steve Williams
Afiichell Couniy

There was a man who loved to play zolf bat he had one
problem-- e could hit the ball so far that he couldn't see
where it landed. S0, a fiend suggested that he pair up with
this older man who said ke conld see for a counmy mile. So,
they paired up and ook off to the first hole. The man who
could kill the ball said now, “keep vour eyes on this ball ™ and the older man said
“E " He hit the ball and he asked the older man "Tiid youn see where it went™
he said, “T sure did”. So, they zot in the molf cart and procesded to go where the
ball kad landed When they zof there the man asked kim where his ball landed.
The old man scratched his hesd and said, “T forgot.” Has America Forgotten?

The Bible says in Pealm 33:12-13 [12]" Blassed i= the nation whoze (rod is the
Lord: and the people whom he hath chosen for kiz own inkeritance. [13] The Lord
lpoketh from heaven, he beholdeth all the zon: of mem. ™ 5ad to say but many
people in America have failed to remember that God has and sl is Blessing
Ametica. [ wonder If God may be asking what happened to America’s memoTy.
For decades, this nation thar was founded on Christian principles. America stayed
e o the Word of God and looked to it 25 her gnide for decision making. To a
great degree Americans are blessed with the pleasures and freedoms of 3 great
land as a result of this heritage of honoring and depending on God Leaders
proclaimed their trest in God  Crtizens cherished their relimions freedoms. Laws
protected those rights. But, is God stll America’s God today? Has He been ra-
placed with cheap substitutes that will never bring the jov He prommised? Could it
be that success is onr God? Has money become our prictity? Pleasure seems to be
the drving force of many lives.

I'm proud to be an American and live in America, bat it's sad to ses how
politics are destroying America. The Fepublicans, the Diemocrats, the Indepen-
dents, the Libertarians, have all become legends in their owm minds thinking they
know what is best for Amenica. I don't know a lot of Gresk, bui I have been to a
Greek restaurant before, and I do have a Greek word for that, “boloena.™ What
I'm trying to =ay is that many of our leaders in America today have forgotten
who made Americs Grest. Yes, President Dionald Trump has comed the phrase
“Mzke America Great Apain ™ T do believe America is poing m 3 better direction
than it has in the past, bt remember this-- “Blessed = the nafion whoze (rod iz
rhe Lowd: " But if our leader fails to tum to God and follow God we are doomed.
Grod 1= our only Hope. God is our only answer. We st keep our eyes on Him
and not forget where He kas brought us from, and where He has promized to take
ns. Many people today kave failed to keep their eyes on the Lord and they are
saying, “Which way do we go?"” Consider the way you are going today. Choose
Chedience, choose to follow God and pray that God will save America from this
unzodly mess it is facing.

Words of Wisdum

= “Ihere thera is unity there iz always victory™

= “We know what we are. but know not what we may be.” William Shakespezre

= “Thers are two ways of spreading lizht: t0 be the candle or the mirror that re-
fiacts it. Edith Whanon

= We are made wise not by the recollecton of our past, bat by the responsibility
for our fumre George Bemard Shaw

= Talent is God given. Be bumble Fame is man-given. Be grateful. Conceit is self-
given. Be carefial. JTohn Woeoden

A Little Homaor:

In the supermarker 3 man was pushing a cam that confained a screaming,
bellowing baby. The mentlemsan kept repesting sofily, "Don't pat excited, Albert.
D't scream. Albert. Dion't yell Albert Eeeap calm Albert " A woman standimg
next to him said, "You certainly are to be commended for rying to soothe your
son Albert.” The man looked at her and said, "Lady, I'm Albert "

Steve Williams iz the Paztor gf Barry Chape! Baprizt Chareh in Spruce Ping.

And another angel came ont of the temiple, crying with a lond voice o him that
st o he clowd, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the Gme iv come for thee fo
reap; for the harvest of the sarth is ripe. Bevelation 14:15

Freedom Life Enterprises:
» Marion Fabric & Upholstery

» Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » 828-559-2700

Laughter Is Healthy For You

First Baptist Church of Marshall
By Pastor Buddy Freedom
Muadizon Couniy

Twro women were talking. One asked the other lady,
“Aren't yon wearing you wedding ring on the Wrong
Finger?™ The other lady rephied. “That is because I mar-
red the wrong Man ™

One Sumday mominge bafore the bepinning of worship
service the preacher asked proup of children “What do
you have to do o gt o beaven? Onpe young boy yelled at the top of his woice,
“Yon gotta die™

One of the best foothall coaches told about one of his players, The coach said,
“That plaver doesn't know the meaming of the word fear. In fact, I just saw his
erades and he doesn't know the meaning of a lot of words.™

A mother overheard her little girl praying. She prayed, “Mow I lay me down to
rest. Ipray I pass tomomrow’s test. If I should die before T wake. that’s one kess
test I'll have o mke.”

A Heawy snow storm closed the schools for several days. When the children
refumed to school, the teach asked her class whether they had used their time con-
structively. Ome little girl said. “T sure did teacher. I prayed for more snow.™

In the traffic court of a large Midwestern city 2 yvoung Lady was brought hefore
the udze to answer for a ticket given ber for drving through a red Light. She
explained to his honor that she was a school teacher and requested an immmediate
disposal of her case, so she could get to the school on time. A wild gleam camea
info the judze’s eve. “You're 3 school teacher, eh? said he. “Madam, I shall
realize my life long ambidon. ["wve waited years to have a school teacher i this
conart. Sit down ar that table and write,” “I went through a red Light” 300 mmes.™

I Buddy Freeman is now seming as the pastor af First Bapiist Church gff Mar-
Zhall, NC.

HVAC

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

WHY ENROLL IN OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM?
& FREVENT COSTLY REFPAIRS AND BREAKDOAWNS
* CORRECTION OF DEVELOPING PROBLEMS
*LONCER EQLEPMEMNT LIFESPAN
# SAVE 10 ON REPAIR PARTS
# FRUMNT OF THE LINE SERVICE
# REDUCE ENERGY USE

Sodution on page 14
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My Male Friend Experienced

Domestic Violence, Too.
By Bath Dravis
Mitchell Coungy

By now, you'te more than familiar with miv stories of
Diomestic Vielence against women, Well, it happens to

mean, oo, altkough the stanstics are rather low - 1in 7 - or
1t's grossly wnderreported.

Tl story is about a decades-old, dear male friend of
mine who was a vicinm of sick, owisted Demestic Vielence. To my knowladze, he
was pever physically abused (although Twonldn’s be surprized if he held back that
derail), but he was severaly mentally and emorionally abuzad by s wife,

Wy sweet fmend whom 'l call “Finemy™, is the most docila, kelpful consarva-
tve apd convicted, Chrsdae man vonn'll ever meet. He'd do aoviking oo the wosld
for anyone in need.

Unfortonately, he mamed MMeduasa, of Greek mivibology fame, who was kpown
for ber hatred of men. She's also a Gorgon, a fierce, Sighening, or repulsive
worzan. (I'IL call her the Gorgon) Mow, dea't gat me wrong! Outwardly, she's
just abour the swestest, most conzeapial woman you'll ever mest, Bur like I said:
Cunwardly.

Shortly after Jinwoy snd the Gorzon were married, sverviling went awrv. He
was expected to do all the grocery shopping all the houwse cleawing all the cook-
g and of coursa, all the vard werk. She went on exercise mns. and expensive
shopping spreas for minksts they really coulda't afford.

He workad full-time; she worked a couple hours a day. Vet be was expacred. ..
o, demandad. to carmy the fall mantal load Nmony could never zat caught up
1o her saisfacton, and believe me, thera was hell, ball, hall to pay because of
it Apd he dida’t exactly make codles of monsy. Smnetmes he wonldn't 22t 1o
bed vurd] afier 1.00 am, alikough be had o getap ar 5:00 am. She came from
money. She went o bad at 10:00-ish with a2 big notepad where she wrote lists of
choras, plans, and goals. waking up berween §:00-7:00. And was none too pleased
if breakfast wasn't ready. Af ope point be serously constdered snicide, and wearly
actad oo thar notion.

Diesperate 1o make the marpags work, be once told me the only thirg more he
conld zive up i sleep.

She berated, diminrshed and emazenlated him at every opportunity. She callsd
bim kateful names. He was miserable, coafused, nat. Wotlung he could do was
ever good enough, but ke smck with it becaise of his Chrstian comvictions.

Thea! It was tme to fulfll ope of the zoals on that all-imvporant list. A baby

Bodh of thern were thailled 1o find out ske was pregrant! JTimnny pamperad her,
and bowestly believed she'd be a loving, carng. dodog motker. Meh Mot quite
what be'd mmagied or expectad.

Biabry cara all fell op him. In addinon to his regalar chores, he was the primary
care giver to the baby: up ar weebt when it was fussy or cried or neaded to be fed
or 3 dizper-chanze He was the one who dressed and fed the baby m the moming.
He's the one who played with the baby. Wannea know what the Gorgon did? She
ook the baby on her moming mn. She bought obscenely axpensive outfits which
they couldn’t afford, many of which stll had the tags on them slthonzh the baby
bkad outzrown theme. And conmoeed o fll the closet with the same,

Ideanwhkile, Timnyy was exhansted and more than a linle confised. Dot get
12 wrong. The balby adored him. Avnd whean it gof fussy, it oaly wanted Daddy-
-mach o ber dismay, disappointment, apd resenanent. As smessed and
exhansted a5 Tonmy was, his Christan coavictions mads him persevears,

Cme very, very late night, she demanded that e catch up on the vardwork.
There was no Light, but she had 2 brlliant idea: she mads him poll kis car close mo
the backyard and had him nre oo bis beadlizhes. Oh so proud of bersalf, she
called o tell ber Aother. Well MMother was so imprassed that she dispazchad her
buzhand to do the same and help Tmnyy. Timny and bes father-in-law worked

unfi] the very wes hours
of the morming. 4:00-ish
A1,

et Jinwoy managed
o care for the baby, and
make it to work oo dme.
all the while plugging
away with albour 2 hours
sleep.

When the Gorzon woke
up znd saw the work
they'd done, she want
thrangh the reod It was
carainly not up o har
standards! More bell, kell, kell to pay

Comnpletaly dejected, Jinwy sertously contemplated suicide again, He went 1o
the same place with the same plan. He just conddon’t win for losing. This dme, his
baby (now a toddler) stopped lim.

All ke wanted.... was commited to. was making her happy. MNothing worked.

Then, onea day, she came home o find that the teilet wasn't cleaned to her 1ik-
g, Wearing ber desizner silk blouse, she (foolishlyv) poared Clorox into the potler,
Of course. not beme farniliar to such 2 tazk, she managed o splash some oo that
precions, over-priced blonse. That did it. She blew her stack, and completely lost
ber temper with Timemy. . blaming kim for the nuped =ilk blonze.

low, plaase keep in muind duar the toddier saw all of this,

That was enonzh Jonmy® d bad a belly full He could not aepd would not Les his
child b= raised in such an envirconment. He packed up the bare minimom and laf
for good. be didn't want the cheese, be just wanted ouf of the map. Hz landed in a
flaa-bag motel for several weeks nofil be could secuae a oodest aparmment.

Accordmg to Shenff Dowald Soeet, cases of male abuse around bere are few
and far betwesn, bt they do happen

Mrochell Conwry SafePlace has accommodared znd welcomes men who have
been victims of Domestic Violence. We cannot simess enough 1o encourags thess
vicmmns to please conmct ns. Wa're hare to help, Bemsrmber it can happen to him,
oo,

Bech Dianiz i3 the Resource Developmeant Coordmaior ai Mitchell Connty Sqfe-
FPlace She can be reached ar §28-783-4017 or bethbdmazdlagmal. com.

SR TS T

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

765-9133

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

Lakeview Mercantile & Gardens

J & 4 Generation Owners * 35 Years Experience * New Merchandise

Garden Supplies
Seed
Annuals
Perennials
Shrubs
Soils
Fertilizer
Pottery & Containers
Hanging Baskets

Find us on
Faceboolk
for Specials
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A Friend
By Tirnothy Eller
MeDowell County

When David took over the Eingdorn of Tudah it was after
many years of paie and developroent. After David took
his nghtfal place as the Einz be did oot forzet people that
naeded his halp and he desmred to Keep his promizes. David B
and Jonathon were very close, And it grieved David thar his E A '\
friend had disd They had planned on spepding many years
tazether and doing Life with each other When evil men cur Tonathon's lifs short
Dravid monrmed for kim Whils siming on his throne be remembered Fonathon and
wanted somebody e could show kindness to for kis fhepd Jonathaws sake. The
kingz found our thar be had 2 son Mephibosheth who was Sve vears old when his
father died, and his muase dropped him, and he was lame in bis feet The amaz-
ing meaning of his name gives us a kint of this act of kindness of David as the
one who destroys shame. David found this vounmg man living in Lodebar which
means no word or pasture. It was a barren place. Through the bamen place that
MWephitosheath was Iving, God ssw him aed showead him kindness and favor
throush Eing David. In T AT T Ty st e L e

his Bt worchiess i, é:?gﬂﬂ-m thﬁ'lﬁ‘-&

u“‘ﬂ..

ha was hiding; God puat
on Dravid's heart to restore
him everything that kas
balonged to hus fatker. %o,
zod and a faithfnl fiend
restored everything to
itoshath which had
baen lost Mot anby was

o
E
ol

Clear Clutter
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kings table for the restof | '__ i Nl

his lifa. If you're zoing —
throuzh a bamen spot right
now God may just send a Send o you that will restore back to von what the

locust has eater, and bave you eat at the king's able for the rest of your life. F{H' 'lm ||'|f|]|'||l-i|til}|'l m“m ﬁil‘lgﬂr H«ﬂﬁ“ﬂﬂﬂ EI:

Tim Eller graduaied from Careling Graduate Schoo! of Diviniy and has been
invalved in prizos and jail minisiry for the pazi ffteen vears. Currently be is { ).ﬁ
operanng m ithe capaciiy of a servant gf Jesus Cheist, BEE Ss-ﬁmu

Then srich he mrte iy disciples, The harvest only is plenceows, bue e labonr-
gry are few; Maghew 2:37
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Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stnp’im_v,_r our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure

to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has _ :
weather proot polywood turniture, customizable tire pits, and our ER=SSSSG=E L

newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and S
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g
work. Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777 “
828-765-6144
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o Key Character Traits of

People Who Win with Money
by Rachel Cruze

Il=et the Smith family

Both parants work, and they makes good moeey. From the ouas-
zide, life looks good — a new Tahos, a big honse, and privace
schools for the kids. But in reality, the Smiths are barely scrap-
ing by, Witk the belp of credit cards snd car loans, they spead more monsy than
they make, and they're just oue financial emergency away fom being n serious
moubla.

Then, thera’s the Williamis famuily.

Cme parant works, and makes decent money, while the ather stays at bome and
takies care of the kids. The Williams fanuly lves on a budget. and even thouzh
they sl have a Jor of stedent loan debt, they've ot the balance in kalf dunng the
Last two years. Thev have a small emergency fund saved, and they expect to e out
of dabt completaly in rone vears.

So. what do yvou thowk is the difference betwraan the Smiths and the Willian:es?
Wy iz o family abls ta pay off thousands of dollars 1o debt on 2 mght budzer
whila spother family barely gets by weak affer week” Why does ooe person suc-
cead with monsy, while amother parson stuggles?

There ate dozens of factors, bal, many times, it comes down to these kev char-
acteristcs.

Thev're patiznt. People who win with mmoney are pagent. They can delay a
short-term pleasure for a lonz-term gain. In other words, they can walk rght by
the shoe secrion withowt blinking, They know 5100 shoes would be nice bz
they have kigher priomtes. That's becanze they understand the bigger pichara.

Ir's about retiremant 2ud collers funds 2ed that beach vacation thev're dresmving
ahout. Balisve me. I love the shoe section. Bat when [ stop and pick up a pair of

designer shoes i a store, [ ask movself if we've budeated for s and if buying
thar pair of shoes effect our priorities.

They're confdenr. When you're n conmrol of your moensy, you're confdenr.
You also don't care when other peeple look down their noses at you, bacausze
von're cutting back oo lifestyle costs. Feeping up with the Jonesss? Forgst about
it! Cma of the mistzkes paople make 1= to fall to the social madia commparison
game. You puall up Instazram and see beaurifil photos frorn vour frisnd Sarab’s
Carbbean conise Meanwhile yon kaven’t besn on vacation in a year becauss
vou're working so kard to get out of debt. But confident people stay focusad on
tkeir goals aud vnderstand that sacrfices are femporary. They know they 'L be 2ble
o take that croise soon enough’

They're goal-onznted. People who win with moaey approach zoals with
mcredible passion. Save 51,0007 Check Ger ont of debi? Check. Build a full
emergency fund? Check. For them serting goals is fun. This isn't some special
skill wow're om with. Anyons can develop the kakit of goal-sertng, apd here are
a few bazic mps.

1. Wiote thern doom and put them in a vizible spot. Seaing your soals writtan
out evary day will keep them at the frowt of vour mind

2. Be specific. Exactly how nmich debt do yon want to pay off each month? How
mch weight do you want o lose each month?

3. Set a fime ot Where's your fuish lina? And, remember, be realistc. You'll
profably nesd more than a mwonth o 2et out of debi!

They're responsibtle. They zet i, They undarstand in order to get to where they
want to be financially, they mught have to take a vear off from vacation, skip din-
g out for a few meonths, or cut back on grocery speading. Avd bhonesthy, conldn't
we all cur back on grocery spendinzg” When [ alk with people about their budgess,
food iz one of the main areas where people overspend — either at the grocery
store or diningz out. Besponsible people are willing to look 2t theor monsy sinia-
ten and make smart cholces. [ know sometimes “aduling” isn't fan. But those
suallar, “haoring” decistons, like budzeting and staving on top of your acoovmt

BURNSVILLE #YANCEY

[HAMBER of COMMERCF
MEMBERS

105 WEST MAIN STREET
BURNSVILLE, NC 28714
828-398-5943

CELL 828-385-3243

Friends & Family
End of Season Sale

NOW UNTIL OCTOBER 315T!

20 % Off

ALL HEARTH AND PATIO ITEMS FOR

. A .
BuckStove
MOUNTAINTIMEONMAINST.COM
CHONEYCUTT@BUCKSTOVE.COM

balawce, can pur you in a place to have
a Lot more fun later That's becoming 3
theme hera izn'tit?

They aren’t materizlistic. They
understand that vou can have 2 buoch
of stuff without being wealthy, and you
can be wealthy withous owning & nnch
of stuff Hig houses nice cars, and
fancy vacanons are perfectly fina, but
someone whe wins with maoney nnder-
stands all those things by themselves
don't bring happiness. They live their
Iiwes with that in mind. That doesn’t
miean they e against owning suff, or
they think wealthy pecple are sommshow
“avil,” they just get the fact that monsy
it everything.

They're willing to sacrifice. They
wderstand budzer cuts are just rempo-
rary. Five vears from now, once they're
out of debt and winning with money,
they'll look back on those sacmifices
with 3 smule. Thiz 15 3 big one, and
it waorks closely with patience and
rasponsibiliny. Sacrifice can't happen
if you aren’t patent or responsibla,
becauze you can’t get past the immed:-
ate mush of kaving something or doingz
sompething rzht pow. When it comes 1o
sacoficing with money, vou must look
past todav.

The zreat thing abour these charac-
eristics is vou can develop them. Even
if you aren’t manrally pattent. or vou
aren’t a biz goal setter, vou can develop
these character waits by working to cre-
ate new habits 1o vour Life.

And when these habits mrn e char-
acter maits, you'll b= wall oo your way
toward winning with mocey for good”

Abovr Rachel Cruze

Az a 2 New JTork Iimes besi-selling
author and Roest of The Rachal Cruze
Show, Rachel! heips people loarm the
proper wiays fo havndle monay and séqy
out gf debi. She s authored three best-
zeiling books, including Love Tour Life,
Not Theirs and Swart Mongy Smart
Eids, which she co-wrotg with her
Sather, Dave Rameey. Tou can follow
Cruze on Twitter and Insfagram af (&
RachelCrize and oniine ar rachelcruze.
com, yourube comoracheloruze or face-
ook comyrachelramsecruze
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Veterans Day History

Vetarzns Dray is ap official United States public koliday, observed ammally oo
Movember 11, that honors military vererans, that is, persons who served o the
United States Armed Forces. It coincides with other bolidays, includine Armmistica
Diav and Femembrance Diay, celebrated in other comnmies that mark the anniver-
sarv of the end of World War I major hostilines of Woald War [ were formally
ended at the 11th hour of the 11tk day of the [1th month of 1918, when tha
Ammistice with Gemmawy want inte effect. The Unated States previonsly observed
Ammisnice Dy, The U5, holiday was repmned Veterans Day in 1954,
Vetarans Thay 15 not to be confused with Memorial Day, a U5, public holiday
in May; Veteran: Day celebrates the service of all 125, military veterans, while
Mlemorial Day honors those who died while in mtlitary service [1] Inis also not to
be confused with Anped Forces Diay, a miner U5, remembrancs that also ocours
in May, which specifically honors those ourently semving mthe U5, nulitary
Cn Movember 11, 1919, 105, President Woodrow Wilson issued & messaza o kas
coumiryinen oo the first Annistce Dy, in which be expressed what he falt the day
MIEANT 10 AMETIC AN

ADDRESS TO FELLCOW-COUNTREYMEM
The White House, November 11, 1010,

A wear ago today, our enswmies Iaid down their anns in accordance with an ar-
muistice which readered them imypotens to repew bostlides, and gave to the warld
an 2ssured opporiaLty to
raconstruct its shamered
ander and to work gutin
peace d naw and juster set
of mternationsl ralations.
The soldiers and people
of the Evropean Allies
had fought and endared
for mors thap four years
to uphold the barrisr of

civilization again:t the ag-
grassions of armed force.
We purselves had bean
in the conflict sonething
miore than a vear and a
half.

With splendid forgetfulness of mers parsonal coacerns, we remyodeled our
industes, concentrated our financial resources, increzsed our agnonloural outpt,
aud aszembled 2 great ammay, so that ac the Last our power was a decisive factor
in the victory. Wa were zble fo brng the vas resonrces, material and moral. of a
zreat and free people to the assistance of our associares in Enrope whe had sut-
fared and sacrificed wirthowt lomis in the canse for which we fought

Ot of this victory there aross new possibilities of polincal freedom and eco-
noais concert The war showed us the srength of great pattons acting together
for high paoposes, and the victory of arms foretalls the enduring conguests which
can be made in peace when nations act justly and in fimtherance of the common
interssts of men

Tous in America the reflecoons of Ammisnce Day will be £llad with solemn
pride in the herolzm of those who died m the comnmy’s service, and with zraomde
for the victory, both because of the thing from which it kas freed us and becanse
of the oppermuety i has given America o show ber svinpathy with peace and
qustice in the councils of natons.

Fererans Dy purﬂn‘ﬁ' in Baltimore, Maryiand, 2008

WOODFOW WILSOR[2]

The United States Congres: adopred a rasolution on Tune 4, 1926, reguesting
that Prestdeat Calvin Coolidge issne svpnal proclamations caJ].J..g for the obser-
varce of Movember 11 with appropriate ceremonies [2] A Congressional Act (52
Star. 351; 5 ULS. Code, Sec. 873) approved May 13, 19338, made the 11th of IVo-
vemrhar in each vear 3 legal boliday: "a day to be dedicared to the canss of world
peacs and o be thereafter celebrated and known as "Armissice Diav'."[3]

In 1945 World War IT veteran
Faymond Wesaks froon Birmunsharm,
Alabama, had the idea to expand
Arpistice Dawv to celebrate all varer-
ans, oot just those who died in World
War I Weeks lad a delegation to Gen.
Diwight Eisenhower, who suppored
the idaa of IWational Veterans Diay.
Weeks led the first nanonal celabranon
in 1947 in Alabama snd snnualby wunl
his death in 1985, President Feagan
honorad Weeks at the White Housa
with the Presidential Citzenship
MNiedal in 1982 as the drving force for
the watonal holiday, Elizabeth Tiale,
wino prepared the briefing for Presi-
dent Feazan, determined Weeks as the
"Father of Veterans Day."[4]

5. Fepresentative Ed Fees from
Emporia, FKansas presented 2 bill
evtablishings the holiday tirough Con-
grass. Prasident Dhwight D. Eisenhow-
er, also from Eansas, signed the kill
it law oo My 28, 1954 It had beap
gizht and a3 half yvears since Weeks beld his first Annisnce Dayv celebraton for all
veterans.[5]

Congress amendad the Bill on Taae 1, 1954 replacinz "Armistce”™ with *
an: " and it has been kpown a5 Veterans Day simce [8][7]

The Mational Veterans Award was also created m 1954, Congressman Fees of
Elanzas received the first Wational Vaterans Award in Bimingham Alabama, for
his support offenue legislaton to make Vederans Diay a fedaral holidaw

Althaugh erigivally scheduled for celsbration on Xovernber 11 of evary vear,
starting in 1971 in accordance with the Tinifomm Monday Holiday Act, Veterans
Dray was moved to the foarth Monday of 'D"l:ﬂ:lET (Oct 25, 1971; Oct 23, 1972,
Oct 22 1973; Ocr 28, 1974; Qe 27, 1975; Oct 23, 19746, and Oce 24, 1';"‘1 In
1078, itwas moved back o its original celebration oo Wovember 11, While tha
lezal boliday remains ow Movember 11, if that date happens to be on a Saturday
or Sunday, then organizacons that formally observe the holidsy will nomually be
closed on the adjacent Frnday or Monday, respectvaly,

Cioservance

Becanse it 15 a faderal holiday, some American workers znd many smudears have
Veterans Diay off froan work or school. When Veterans Day falls on 2 Samrday
then either Sanorday or the preceding Friday may be designated 25 the boliday,
whereas if it falls on 2 Sunday it 15 oypically ebierved on the fallowing Monday
When it falls on weskend many privae companies offar it as a floating boliday
where emploves can choose some other day. A Soeciely for Ehnan Pesourcs
Management poll iw 2010 found that 21 percent of employers plannad to chiame
the boliday in 2011.[5]

Lloa-essenial federal government offices are closed. Mo mail is deliverad. All
faderal workers are paid for the holiday, those who are requirad 10 work on the
holiday sometimes receive holiday pay for that day in addidon to their wagas,

In his Amorstice Day address o Congress, Wilson was sensigve o the psvchologt-
cal toll of the l2an War years; "Hunzer does not breed refonm; it breads madpess,”
he remarked.[2] As Veterans Diav and the bothday of the United States MMarine
Lnrps. Movember 10, 17 7570 are only one day zpart, that branch of the Anmed
Forces customarily observes both eccasions a: a 98-hour Libarty period

Election Dy 15 2 ragular warking day, while Vetarans Day, which oypocally
falls the fDll-:'.‘-'l.'l.'.L'Il" wiak 1z a faderal ho ]JliE.".- Tk Masioeal Commission on Fed-
eral Elaction Feform called for the belidsys to be merged, so citizens can have a
day off to voie. Thev state this &3 a way to honor vetng by exercising democratc
rizhes [10]

HONORTHG AL WiHe SErvio

WWI

I8, the 100

Pacter for Feterans Day 2
anuivarsary af the end of World War 1

Warer-
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PRUITT HEALTH WOULD LIKE TO SAY
“THANK YOU” TO THE VETERANS THAT HAVE
ALLOWED US TO ENJOY OUR FREEDOMS

R \ | : I r.
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¢* PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

There's no place like home.

PruittHealth Home Health delivers premium care in the
comfort of your own home. Our clinicians provide nursing
services, physical and speech therapies, IV care, social
services, and more.

We provide the same exceptional service, with the same
caring staff, with a new name. The PruittHealth family is
growing, and we remain committed to caring for you and
your health.

Avery County: Mitchell County: Yancey County:
(828) 7331550 (828) 688-342 (828) 682-78125

pruitthealth.com
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