December 2018

BLLE

FREE

Recovering

Pray Then Wait
By Eelly Everstt

It is incredible bow The Lord works. He heals, He restores,

He uses the wesk 1o lead the strong. However, The Lord also
has this "mcredible” way of doing things on His own time.
Crrer and over again I read Mark 11:24 “Thergfore I zqy unio
you, whtaver thines you desire, when you pray, beliove that you will recaive
them, and you shall have them. ™

5o here I am, domg this whole pray then wait thing. I can honestly say it works,
bt it's that Hmimg part that gefs you. I'll start with my childhood. In the first grade
my parents got & divorce. I remember crying im the car with my blanket while
they wonld scresm. One Sundsy, while at children's charch, T remember crying
nncontrollably. Brs. Aﬂlsnnlppm-athadmandaskadﬁlwmdtnpn}'mm
ber. I praved, six year old, F
clusless Kelly, who cmly
Enew that Fesns loved her,
begged that the Lord would
Fast forward four years later,
I found out ooy dad had a
drug addiction I was in
the 3th grade Ihad no idea
what dmps were, bt T knear
they made Mormmy cry.

5o, I prayed that Momory
would be okay. Mext thing
I know dad is on 3 planes to
some place in Florida called
Drunklin, whete God is sup-
posed o zet the doogs away
fromm him. Skip to tao years
later, in the living room of
oy grandparents’ log house,
Miom mnd Dad ot remarried.
Six vears [ waited and
that time God was working
for the zood of my family.
Even when I could not ses it, He was working.

It seemed fo me that that shonld be my story. That my parenis divorced, my
Drad was addicted to dmups, and God healed their mamiage. Like, how many kids
can say that? How many times have children prayed for the miracle of a restored
family and actually wimessed it happen” It honestly seemed like that would be the
hardest thing T would ever have to experience. Untl the day I had to face my own
devil

She was besutiful, and tall, with long legs, and silky blonde hair Her stomach
was fiat, and she defimitely didn't hawve stretch marks or cellulite. People adored
ber, showerad her with complements, and fold her how pretty she was. Then I
looked i the mirror at mysslf. T saar stretch marks on my boobs and att. Ry
thighs touched where hers did not. Her long leps made oy short mascular legs
look like tres stamps. All of a sndden, I had this complex. T felt fat, umsronty
of lowe, I falt like I needed to look like her 5o, I stared working out and esting
"right " Five pounds became ten, ten became twenty, and twenty became forty.
Unitil I looked in the mirror and didn't recognize Eelly anymore. I looked hollow
and fragile My bones poked out everywhere. My breasts were gone, oy onoe
perky butt was nonexistent, my thighs did not tonch, and my hair fell ot wien I
fouched it

I remvernber people being concerned. My sick mind enjoyed it, it enjoyed that
I was noticed and cared for I remember people who used to be good friends not
recofnizing me in the procery store. But T was skinny rizht? That made me pretty
rizhs?

Mom stopped me in the kitchen after three years of fighting anorexia. She told
me if I did not do something I was going to die. We had prayed constanily through
that bafile that the Lord would set me free from that bondage, from the fest of
food and weight, that be would hezl me and restore me. We praved my body
would find what we called God weight { the weight that God wanted me o ba)
and we prayed it would be easy for me. Mom was rnght, afier a vear of armoyving
therapy appoiniments, threats of inpatient clinics and WG mbes, cardiolosy ap-
poinmosnts for ooy heart that was beating at an all-tme low, OB appoiniments for
my period that had besn gone for years becawse my reproductve sysiem wasn't
needed to keep my alive, I wonld probably die if I kept at it. T don't know what it
was abowt that day, buat it chicked. It bort, and T was petrified.

Ibegan to eat 2,500 calories a day, weigh nryself and face the pumber on the
scale, watch my body fill back out. Clothes no longer began to fit, and people
commented on my weight gain. The entire tome I praved the most selfish prayers.
I prayed I would not gzin over my set point {if you don't know shout set poimnt
weight theory I kighly recommmend checkimg it onf). I prayved my pervod would
Come &t & certain weizght, so I wonld mot have to gaim anymore. I prayed those
chains would fall off, that I would hesr them ratile on the groumd. Gaining weight
wias 50 hard, and sitting 561l was so hard. I would eat and rest and know thst all

I had worked so hard to conmol and lose was coming back on, but sitting in thar
uncomfortable spot made me sironger.

I remember being so shallow, half of the reason I wanted fo lose weight
the first place was becanse I had a boyfriend who wrestled. He wounld fast and
drop ponnds like it was nothing. One day sooneone told him if e wasn't carefil 1
would be bigger than kim That was a migger for me. That was one of my biggest
motvaiors. That relanonship didn't 1zst, that relationship was so out of God's will,
but revealed so moach o me. I remember praying God would send me a big burly
man of a lashand who made me feel small and safe. I prayed for that bnsband oy
enfire recovery. After 3 years of being skinny and single, I was ready for oy big
loving man. The Lord pmst have langhed when he heard that plan.

Fast forvrard to a vear Later, I was weight restored. God had even answered ooy
selfish prayers. I decided I needed to join the choir at charch. A friend I had class
with a couple years back was mwolved in the worship team . She was marmed to
the choir director’s son. She imvited me over to eat hmch with them the following
Sunday. Since their whole fammily was part of the worship team at church I fisarad
it was just something they did Little did I know they were trying to hook me up
with Bradley Greeson, the oldest son of the famdly, I remember eating with their
family that Sunday, it was the first family meal I had had in s year. [ ate with them
the next day too, and then Bradley invited me to a concert that Foday, We hit it
off, and the rest was history. We have probably hung out every day simce we met.
We knew everything about each other. He knew about oy eatng disorder and I
knew abot his health issues with Spina Bifida. We prayed for healing over each
other. Two weeks later I got the last piece of my recovery, I zof my period and
never gained over the weight I prayed for,

A baitle I had fought for yvears was finally over, I had finally found my hus-
band, and myy pravers had finslly besn anowered Bur this took YEARS. That is
why God's fiming is 5o kard. We pray and we wait. We ask, and it shall be miven
o s, bt we have to wait on The Lord's timing. Isaiah 55:8-0 " Far my thoughts
are pot Verr thewghis, neither ane your ways sy ways' declares The Lord. A5 the
Homvens are higher than the arth, o are my ways kigher than ypour ways, and
ay thowghts than your thoughts. ™ God has this way of doing things His own way,
on His own timee. It is hard, and trying soometimes, bot T promdse it is for our good.
Oh, and God answers our prayers just like we want night? WEONG! My soon 1o
be bushand is not this big urly man._ He is 47 and weizhs just sbout what Ido.

I am pretty sure Cod beard that prayer and langhed. However, He sent me a man
who loves Him, and loves me. and makes me fepl sp safe and loved. He sent me

2 man whoe makes me lugh and supports oy bigzest dresms, and prays not onky
for me but with me.

The point is that we pray and then we weatt. It is moly wonderful o remember
praying for the things that [ kave now. God's timing is abwrays perfect, but not
always exacily like we want it to be.

If you have aoy questions or are simzzling with disorderad eating, relation-
ships, whatever Please reach ont!

Wany Hessings,
Eelly
Eelly ives in Mabane, NC and works at Dube Hospital in the NICTT
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Act now

to hear what you've
been missing... |

From footsteps at the door announcing a friend’s arrival, to a precious grandchild  Ygou should come in if

calling our name, the words, tones and vibrations of our lives capture experiences any of the following

and make memories. Simply put, sounds narrate our greatest moments. Over apply:

36 million Americans have hearing loss. If you have difficulty hearing, you are not ]

alone You feel that people

- ble or do not

Today, hearing technology has made amazing advances. You won't believe your ;I::k clearly

ears! Now, hearing aids are so discreet, people will not even know you're ’

MR Hig, You have to ask others
Our highly trained specialists will be demonstrating this new to repeat themselves.

technology and conducting a FREE Hearing Evaluation®

You are reluctant to

“When you lose your vision, you lose contact participate in activities.
with things. When you lose your hearing, you o
lose contact with people.” ~Helen Keller You find it difficult to

hear on the phone.

LIMITED TIME SAVINGS
The month of December

Buy One, Get One

50%:

on ME-1, 2 & 3
Hearing Solutions

off sk pece. ‘a2 partic Whrncks-Eur looaticra
Idert walicl o prestous paschasen. 1A

5595..

Valid on
AT-PRO BTE

Hearing Aids

AT-F0 rchodes w vty ‘Wlid 82 partic paring Wisscle-Ear locatiora.
Ihtvr;b-pud-:. Ecpiren LS8

EEFEEEEE N E R E R
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Call a Local Office Today to Set Your Appointment

/Iy Miracle-Ear
Chad Parker, BCHIS Marian Schneider Wendy Watson, BC-HIS
i - Hearing fnstrumest Spacinls ; S s—

MORCANTON
347 Saalord Dr.
828-202-7057

.It.HEHl:lIH - :;JﬂﬂmLHIEE j"lll:'ﬂni’:‘iﬁm

828-668-5003 828-548-3569 - = o B28-237-1973

Promo Cod= TC-1218
O gt e g e e S w1t i sty

www brenews . com December 2018 - Blue Ridge Chnstian News page 2



Contents

In Every Issue

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm - p. 15

Life Lessons - p. 9
Your Government - pp. 32-33

BLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN NEWS

Publisher/ Co-editor — Doug Hamell

B28-467-0280

dough@bronews. com
Dffice Manager/Co-editor — Barbara Hamell

823-785-6800
B2B-167-3644

barbarsh@bronews.com

Sales:
Doz Harmell
B23 4470280

dongh/bronews. com

Church Directory:

Dioug Harmell
B2B-T65-6E00

dough@bronews. com

"o Beautifiul upon the mountains ane the feet of him that bningeth
good tidings, that publisketh feace: that bringeth good tidings of good,

that publisheth satoatisn: that saith unts Gisw, Thy God neigmeth!”
Isaiah 52:7 KJV

Mildred Parker

51d Houk

Brent Famsey

Carolyn Mchiahon
Graphic Design / Layout
Lymn Yaccaring
hynny(@hrcoews.com
Blue Ridee Chrivtian News
251 Oak Ave.
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Office — B18-765-5800
Fax — §2E-T66-2157
mfojEhrcoews.com

2 ACN

derimadein b Eeshdl me Mewidee

. Yow For Supporting Ouxr Aduertisers!
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ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES Pine Branch Bapeist () FURNITURE HUNTING SUPPLIES REHAEILITATION/NURSING
Jomathan's Used Applamces (10)  Plumitree Preshyterian (4) Back Stove (45) Cooper Trading (F) Brian Center (§)
Spruce Fine United Methodist (4)  L&B Furmiture (41)
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers St. Lugan Catholic (4) Peoples Fumitare (35) INSURANCE RESTAURANTS
Bachasin Toung (1) The Bidge (4) Soatiwest Trading (15) Eben msarance (1) Abels Resturaat (42)
Jobm Greeae Chrysler (7) West Burmsville Baptist (4) Fortner Insarance (§) Eantam Chel (21)
GUN SMITHIN Miller Inswrance Growp (24)  Bubba's Good Eats (%)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires CHEROPRACTIC Pappy’s (%) Mitchell Co. Farm Bureaw (36) DT's (17)
Phil's Tires (33) Craz Chirapractic (1§) Mation Wide / Trent (31) Western Sizzlin (5)
Sprace Fime Tire (15) HEALTH CARE Premier Insmrance (13)
P Bakeerswille Medical Clinic (21) RETAIL
BUILDING SUPPLY Jamie Willer (13) Carolina Heme Care (10) NURSERY Grassy Cresk Cathing {1 )
Summit Building Suply (17) Pruit Health Care (43) Lakeview Garden (44) Mountain Time (46)
DENTIST
BEEF Scott Hurphy (23) HEARING AIDES PRIWN THRIFT STORE
Harrell Hill Farm (46) Mirade Ear (2) Mowstainesr Pawn Shop (3%)  Hospice and Palliatire Care of the
EVERTS Elue Ridge, Ine (45)
CHURCHES Freedom Life (43) HOSPICE PRARMACY
Altapass Baptist (4) Mitchell Chamber (40) Hospice and Palliative Care of the  The Prescription Pad (31) TRAMSPORTATION
Bear Creek Baptist (4) Valdese Tourism (11) Blue Ridge, Inc (5) Mitchell Transit (7)
Berry Chapel Baptist (4) Yancey Sesior Center (5) Hospice of NcDowsll Care Partners  PLUMBING/HEATING Yancey Tramsit (1 1)
Barkemant Baptist (4) (13 Burkeson Plambmy Heacmg (30)
Faith Fellowship (1) FARM SUPPLIES Hospice of Retherfardton (35) TREE SERVICE
First Advent Christian (4) Grilfith's General Store (17) Hospice of Yancey (15) PROPANE Ray's Tree Service (20)
Firt Bapdst Sprace Pine (4) Amerigas (10)
Grasy Creek Baptist (4) FOSTER, CARE HOUSING
Great Hope Tth day Adventist (4)  McDowell Co, Fester (41) Clayton (26) REALTORS
Morganton Seventh day Adventist (4]  Mitchell Co. Foster (12) Whitsan Realty (19)
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Church Directory

: T The Bridge Church Berry Chapel

T .j of WNC Baptist Church

i % 207 ] sp mpwﬂ

n i Bpruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬁ'g‘m';:- 28777

i L www Lridgewnc. org woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com

(& - Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams

T 4 ! Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School B:45 AM

u EEN b v Wadnesday Service 7:00PM Worship Sarvica 11:00 AM

i comm el o Church Offica M-F Sunday Evening Care Meal/

N | o 9:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM

e | i o Mo of T Couty hin sebost” Eve

& Lt ..._:i | % ::::ﬂ “':""u' plee wh'm"“h plby Servica T:00 PM

e T =il ] 14 iransiom our communiy, siate, VWihaere Evarybody is

e M Lt | nation and wodd (5o Jobn 17.21) And Jasus Christ is Lord|

i Morganton Faith Fellowship Church

= ‘ i Seventh-day Champ Ray R

BT B Adventist Church Micavile, NG 28755

i3 I £ o 2187 Jameatown Road {E?.H:I-I:TS-EI-H

o b Morganton, NC

T f l A B26-584-8212 www flon.org

v . ww fierradio,

i ! e Pastor Rick Marcer N

X J ol Pastor: David Gillesple

: i Sabbath (Ssturday)

o o Bibla Study - 8:30 am ﬁ-l.l'l'lilﬂ'ﬁﬂl:ﬂ'lmm

# o Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Service - 10:45 am

o - Vegetarian Buffet after church VWednesdey Bible Study - T00pm

i e Wadnasday “Tha sisps of 5 good men e

3 Pralza, Prayer & Proclaim - ordared by tha Lond:
7.00 pm And ha dedighiath in his way”
ﬂwmrgmltﬂmch_m'g Pealm 3723
Altapass Baptist
Ehurch Grassy Creek Baptist | | West Burnsville Burkemont
A g o S ORI 538 tiviy Baptist Church Baptist Church
BEBTEE-0060 Pine, NC 227 West Bumsville Church Rd. 4568 Burkemont Rd.
aHaprasbapiinteierch@ecyn cam) TES-4E20 Burnsville, NC 28714 Marganton, NC 28655
R JSNS SR e (B28)-562-3990 B2B-437-2357
Dr. Marcus R. Baafield For more i"fg!n:mhml
Sunday Schoal - 18:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long please visit
Worship -11:00sm homing Warship 11:00am Sunday School: 8:45 a.m. waww burkemontbaptist.org
ooty b g i Sunday evening B:30pm Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
18t & 3rdl y Wadnasday: Evening Service: §:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
m"gg‘.ﬁ'”“ 11} JAM, (Jesus and Me) T:00pm Wadnesday Service 6:30 p.m.
Discovery ages 12-18) Sookars (young adults) 7:00pm)| B8:30am - Early Worship
Wednasday - 7: Mid-wesk worship 7-00pm Church visiorr Gloefying Giod theough 2:45am - Sunday School
- “That Mitohel County emering, growing. going. to bulid e church 11:00am - Worship
Bible Balieving Church” may know Christ® et it the workd, 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek fﬁ"ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church bl Baptist Church
el 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church o
R26-TE5-E014 Bakersville, NC 26705 2907d US Hwy T0E Spruca Pina, NC 28777
W PHUTARRCh T o www.bearcreekbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor Ryan Bridges ; wiana pinabranch st.nat
pastonficlumireschurch com Reverend Bruce Cannon i iy
Pastor Barry ofney
s etk Emd;y E$;:|1nd “ﬁ ;rm Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Li¥fe Cimup Tismasimy- Thumdiy ewsnings, T-00pn Wiorsh rvica 10: Sabbath (Saturday) .

Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Bible Study-10:00am Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
Rt My LR B Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Worship - 11:30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mmn ummmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
] et you i go Bfad b il —ivad el . mr Pmr-r
-unm.m:-mm “For God o loved the word, he mp:mm - T-00pm A Bible-believing Fellowship

ik iy ey gave his enly Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
8 P First Advent
) First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United

Et.ulﬁ.::t:lcn'tllun Spruce Pine Mﬁmﬂ  Church Christian Church
cath rch . 20 South MNE 28868

695 Summit Strest 125 Tappan Street Sprute Pine, NC 28777 264378200

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 FHINRY T I T W, SprUcepineume. ong iy STE—
—— spumc3ballsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
Phone (B28) T65-2224 sprucepinafbe.cam
. gpibe blogenol. com B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂ;l::r Javiar
Dr. Branch Pasior Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Sunday Mass 8:00 am !:l:'qw Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Faith Formation Sunday School - 10:00am Bunday Worship 11 200 AR
6:00 pm Sehodl - 45 am ‘5% “m""“ Wik Youll hinel Ba0PM -
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- m:uﬂmﬂm“ nosciy - At Bl St BA0PA
& Di0pm 'A‘m pm Epum:‘;-wmm mmmnﬁm
[ ]
wm.mmw m%mrm .Mmm%m.m

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Nativity for Christmas

A Gift to the Community

By Gloria Gaffney
Wastarn NC

The spectacular outdeor Mativity painting by Ashe-
ville Arfist, Gloria (Gaffney, is painted in the sweep-
ing style of the Fensizzance era but Ms. Gaffney’'s
orizinal work while being madiional stll manages
to refisct our culnure and lifestyle in 2018, Along
with the mapgic and wonder of Christmas, everyone
who views the scene will be filled with & sencze of
familiarity, calmneszs and brotherly lowe. The Matwe- -
ity encompasses the true Spint of Christmas and will have a wmifying effect on
everyone who sess it this Heliday Season. The project took 2 years to complete
from comcept to finished display. It took a team of people to handle the painting
because of its large size and Polycarbhonate shielding and inmicsts lishiing. The

painting is a gift to the Comnyanity from Ms. Gaffney and she hopes that enjoying =

the Nativity every year will become a household tradision in Asheville At this Mﬂkmg EEEh Mﬂﬁ'lEl"it EI]l.II"I't

e of vear, her work is 8 reminder that the birth of the Christ Child is a calebra-

jom for evervone, not just for those who believe bus for the unhelieving as well, !

ﬂﬂﬁ:ﬂl time. Hﬁtt-luui'tk :ra.u be iam atﬂﬂ-:ille City Hall, Uhﬂﬂ}hafglﬁmath Services GHC red ]

Uml":tlun;z:mmal‘ry mﬁgmﬂﬁﬁmmd]i@w Mowv 22 throngh Tan 12, 24 Hﬂur Hurslrlﬂ SENICEE

2019 ?udcan El]nne] ﬁ?sredh?dmmahvﬂﬂ‘ﬁhshmgtm Road, Asheville 22801, as Pa"'ll:ﬁgd Eﬂngphmm !"13";9 !ime nt

PAIT 01 yrour celehranons. aﬂ

Gloria Gaffney 828 620 3022 S i

aliotaniiiifietess el Respiratory Therapy

Certified Nursing Assistants

Volunteer Support

Social Work Assistance
Chaplain and Bereavement Support

W AN Hospice and Dalliative
b e of the Hue Ridge,
\!f Formpedn Hopia of M bl

Serving Mitchell, Avery, Yancey, Madison, Upper
MeDowell and Burke

(828)-765-5677

T '-'u TP TEL T r"]"i" "1 TATPTOTOTE T
e 4 .':LJ r-’.. SERAAN

lh."‘l-. |.._

«ROTERISTI POR REIRT A BRRAR TALTR -
« ERUTE 19 BR “TLANERIST* 99 LOOX IN THE JUIOES -

Gloria studved art at the University of Diineis az wail a5 many othars. She kas

pecatvad many awards including for her mamals. 4 MMl Iﬂlmm HH'
For nnte us a child is born, unto s a son is given: and the governmen! South H 226
shall be upon hiv shoulder: and iz name shall be called Wonderful
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasmng Father, The Prince of Peace. szs 765 9151 w mm
Isaiah 9:6 - - Spruce Ping Shopping Canter
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Editorial
By Doug and Barbara Harrell

Cnir apologies! When we first started Blue Ridgs
Christian MNews our Mission Starement was thresfold:

Spread the Good News, both Christian and secular

Unite the Body of Christ across all denominations

Be the best vehicle for advertizing in our coverage

area

We have mied to be frue to this Mission Statement
over the past almost nine vears, but we messed up n the
past coupls of issues. Onur definition of Christisn has
abways been very simple. a person or church proup that belisves Jesus was bom
a virgin birth, was cmcified on the cross and shed His blood for the remission of

oar sins, and that rese again on the thivd day that we may spend stemity in besven
with Him throngh the srace that He provided. It was bronght fo my attention that
we kad ran some arfticles that were very critical of the Catholic Church and their
docmne and I am very somy. It was umintentional and an oversizht on my part for
letting that happen. We do not wanf this paper o be 3 venue to discuss or argue
theological issues thar divide ws. We want to be a venne thar unites us as Chris-
tans, and with 1.5 billion members world wide that believe i the virgin birth,
crocifixion and resurrection of Jesus Chmist, the Catholic Charch is the largest
worldwide body of Christians.

Can vou imagins what tvpe of world this would be if all Christians of all da-
nominations would work topether rather than fishting and attacking ons snother
of theological issues! What could we scopmplish for world peace, ending hnmger
gnd need Mark 3:24-25 dnd if a Hagdam be dhided apamst ize]f, that Kingdom
cannoi stand. dnd [fa howuse e dnided against itself, that howuse cannat stand.

Az we zo into the Christmas season, oty prayer is that Blue Ridge Christian Wews
will confinue to be true to the call of unitng God's Kingdom to the best of our

Merry Christmas to you ahilities, and that we be true in following God's lead in this effort
and your family from all
the staff at Fortner
Insurance.

™

Q"‘-‘“ﬂdn‘“'“ www. lortnerinsurance.com ﬂ'ﬁ;&'&'@l

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Michelle Plummer @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

* Orthopedic Rehab Program * Physical Therapy In-House
* We accept Medicare / Medicaid * Occupational Therapy In-House
[ Managed Care Ins. * Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
* VA Contract 7 Days a Week
* Respiratory Therapy In-House * Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
» Speech Therapy * Call us for Reservation Program

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC Phone: (328) 765-7312

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Ragan Park Fax: (828) 765-7295
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5 Ways to Share Christ During Christmas
By Rev. Jobn B. Sorensen

Have you ever been ta 8 birthday party whers no one talked
about the maim guest? Of course not. Yet, some people don't
even redlize that Christinas is 3 celebration of Christ’s birth-
day!

Christmas is also a wonderfal time to reflect oo the mamy
blessings that God kas bestowed upon us, especially God’s
grace throwgh Fesns Christ. And it prowvides natural opportumni-
fies to share the Gospel. Here are a fow ideas:

Idea 1: Send Christ-centersd Chriztmas cards.

Bemember that Jesns is the resson for the seazon and not Sants Clans. If youn
send Christmas cards in the meail or vis e-mail, chooss cards with Christ centerad
images and messages. Inclnde 3 scripture verse about the real mesning of Christ-
mas. You mever know. A simple card or personal note might encourage someone
io think more about the mesning behind the frees and Lighis.

Idea 2: Invife others to a Christmas service at your church.

Miore people attend Christmas and Easter church services than any other time
during the year According to research, Google searches for charches increase
weeks before each holiday (Pew Besesrch, 2014%. People are searching for a place
io IncoTporate 3 spirimal element mio their bolidsy celebrations. Why not invite
them to a Christmas service at your church?

Idea 3: Share some Bible prophecies concerning Jesus Christ

If someone asks yon bow you know the Christ of Christmas is the Son of God,
consider shaning some prophecies concerming Fesns. For example, in the Obd
Testament there ate 3133 prophecies about Fesns Christ, written hundreds of years
before He was bom in Bethlebem. They inclnde detailed accoumts of His lineage,
birh, nunistry, suffering, death and resumection. The chances of all of those be-
ing fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ is simply mund bogzling! Yet every one
of them was indeed fulfilled i Jesus. This is classic evidence that you can share
with friends and family at Choistmas or anytime.

Idea 4: Join the celebration.

Paople are ofien more open to bearing about Fesws at this tme of year Fe-
search shows that more than 80% of pon-Chnistians celebrate Christmas (Pew
Besearch, 2013} They set up rees and exchange gifis and enjoy Christmas tradi-
fons—s0 Christmas parties and holiday dinners can be perfect times to share the
tme mesning of Christmas with them.

Idea 5: Give the nltimate gift.

The gzift of God s eternal life in Tesns Christ. That is not only Good Mews. It's
GREAT news! This Christmas, whils the raditions] practice of exchanging gifis
iz in fll swing, remember to share abont the sreatest zift ever given—etermnal life
throngh Jesus Chrst.

But, you know, you can't share something von don’t have. Etemnal life—Hesv-
en is nof something we can eamn and we certainly don’t deserve it because wa're
all sinners and our sin separates us from an all Hely God. Buat the Good IMews is
that God solved our problem by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to die om the cross
io pay for our sins and purchase 3 place for us in Heaven. And we receive this
gift by faith. If you haven't recerved this gift, dom"t let another Christmas go by,
Leam howr you can know mnd share Christ this Christmas at EEsteps.org.

Rav. John B. Sorensen, DD is the President/CED af Evangelizm Explosion Inter-
nafioral, headguartered i drden, N.C. EE has been a leader in equipging Chris-
figns fo share their faith for more than 50 years. For more fhoe fps and resources,

visit evangelismeioTion org.

NEW 28 RAM 2500 Crew Cab
4X4 Diesel

NEW 20139 Ram 1500 Big Hom
Crew Cab 4£X4
5.7 Liter HEMI Engine, 207 Wheels, 847

JDH!\I GREENE

woomigly Jeep [ mam

MORGANTON, NC

I-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, MC 28655
www.johngreenecdj.com = ﬂ:ﬂ-mﬁﬂ-? 7

- WE APPRECIATE YOU
being part of our past &

pray your are part of

our future

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Mitchell County Transportation

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Community Funded Chaplain
By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mitchell Counties

Naked and ve clothed me: I was sick and ya visined
ma: Fwas in prizon and ye came unto me. Diarheor
25:38)

High Country Prison Ministry (HCPM) supports
the Community Funded Chaplain at Avery Mirchell
Comections] Instiution (AMCT) in Spruce Pine. Morth
Carolina. The position of “Convmmity Funded Chap-
lain’ came about as the Morth Carolina Depariment of
Prisoms recrzamized several years ago. With the reorza-
nizafion, 4 majority of the state funded chaplain positions were eliminated leaving
many correctional faclites (prisons) without 3 chaplain’s daily presence.

HCPM stepped up and azreed to fund a part tme Conurmmity Funded Chap-
lain’ position for AMCT. In 2016, I was presented with the opportunity to serve in
this position and agreed fo do so wholebheartedhy: I came to Sprace Pine to pastor
2 locsl chnoch (Central Bapdtist). As it happened I had zzined valesble experience
and traiming 8z 8 military chaplam inclnding 3 three vear assignment that allowed
me the ppportunity to serve 3 nomber of military prisons. 4= a result, Tmest the
qualifications and kave expenience as a comectional chaplain.

At the time, HCPM had been withowt a chaplain in this position for some e,
mdﬂnshadatnmmlatedahahnunfup&mﬁngﬂmﬂs.HmtE,shceﬂulﬁm
we have seen churches simgzling with their own fnancial obligatons and thus
HCPM has lost some critical support.

As 3 result, the ministry of a qualified and approved Compoanity Punded Chap-
lzin af AMCT is moar &t serions rsk. ..

The Community Funded Chaplain must meet the same educatonal and profes-
sional training standards as 3 state funded chaplain and mwst attend aoy and all
chaplain training prowided by the Chaplamey Services Depanment The chaplain
spends 20-25 hours 4 week in ministry fo inmatss family members staff and
volontesrs at the mstitbon. Also, the chaplain
serves 85 A lizsison between the correctional facil-
ity and the conummnity.

The primary work of the chaplain is Pastoral
Care, mesning coumsaling and assisting mmates
and staff with their daily spirmtesl needs and in
occasions of crisis. In imes of critical illness or
death of an inmate’s family member the chaplain
plays a role in assisting with communicaton and
making necessary arangements according to
policy. In 0 domg, the Chaplsin is the minisger
o the entire institution

Ag your Community Fonded Chaplain T have
shared the Good Wews of God’s Love i Jesus
Christ with countless inmates. Many have found
the zifis promdsed in Scriphare as & result. Mamy more have been comforted in

sorrow, encourazed in difficulty and called to adjust their understanding in order
mudd:.ammfullymﬂﬂﬂmdmgimhmhnﬁasm mercy and Truth. T hawve
walked beside them through magedies and rejoiced with them in victories.

I have enjoyed the distnct privilege of canng for the staff ar AMCT and being
counted among the dedicared individnals who daily stand in harm's way with
courage and comviction that they make a difference.
willing to prayerfully consider inclhnding HCEM m your church’s budger? If that
ism’t possible. would vou be shle to make 3 one-time donation fo this minisory in
order to ensure the chaplzin’s minisoy remainsg a reality in this placa?

The mmmber of incarcerated men in our instimtion is over 200, They are from
almest every coumty m Morth Carolina and some are from other states but are sent
here to fulfill the obligations of senfences incurred while n our state.

When you give to support the chaplain position st AMCT yon are literally
conirtbuting to the minisoy of reaching and assisting men in desperate need of
hope. You are sharing the Love of God in Jesus Christ and you are mindstering o
everyone asseciated with the prison in many ways.

Plpase consider helping to keep the Comnninity Funded Chaplain’s position at
ABMCL

If wom are able and willmg oo help, please send your tax-deductible donations
(HCPM iz an approved 501c3) to:

PO Box 161
Crossnore, Morth Careling 286146

Mermy Chrismas! And May God Bless you for helpimg HCPM be the Fresence
of Christ to all who are in prisom.

Jody Griffin is pazter of Central Baprizt Church in Spruce Fine and Commmity
Funded Chaplin at dvery-Mirchell Correctional Instifurian.

COOFER'S TRADING, IHG.
Archery - Hunting - Fishing
Guns & Ammo
Bowtech, Mathews, Hoyt, Mission, PSE, Diamond, Elite
Bear Archery

1995 West US Hwy. 19E
Burnsville, NC 28714

Shannon Cooper
828-208-0898
828-678-9929

Healing with GriefShare
By Carolyn Diodts
Mitchell County

Gref is a subject thar very few people want to dis-
cuss, except possthly those in the midst of it Thntil voua
hawe expenenced the loss of a loved one, whether it be a
spouse, sibling. parent or other close relanonship, srief
is umknown. Cartainly, people are aware of the emoetion
of grief and that itis cansed by loss, bat they cannot fee] that emoetion untl they
experence 3 logs,

Someons who recently lost her spouse shared with me that she feels like
she is in a chab that no one else wanis fo be 3 member of . and she is dght. Mo
one chooses to join this chab. Yo are fhmst info it, sometimees with liftle or no
advance waming or time to prepare, a5 with an accidental death. Other times you
wait days, months, even years for admission as vou warch a loved one linger and
decline in terminal illness. Begardless, once you are a member, sudden]y vou real-
ize the other members truly understamd where you are and what yon are experi-
encing I've frequently had grieving pecple tum to me and zay, “Yon ENOW, you
really gat it

Gref 15 also likened to a journey. This is one of the reasons GriefShare was
formed-to offer support fo grieving mdividuals by others who are already on that
journey. They coms
alongside those
newly acgnzinted
with loss and belp
guide them on the
path fo healing. This
is accomplished in a
semies of small group
curriculums created
by the Chorch Initis-
tive minisiry, based right here n Wake Forest, WC. Currently owver 200000 church-
25 arross the country offer one or more of these cumicohoms o their communities.
GriefShare is npondenominational and open to everyone. Spruce Pine has been
fornmate to have Western Caroling Church support a GriefShare ministry, and
several curriculums have been offered since 2008,

The original GriefShare curriculum is i its 3rd editon. It is 3 Christ centered,
Bible based support group that meets for a 13-week cycle mvice a yvear. Here In
our commuaniry it has been offered in the fall, beginning in Ausnst, and in the
spring, starting i March Tts video-based format feamres the expertise of lead-
ing Christian pastors, counselors and suthers, and is accompanied by a joummeal to
be used for notetsking and asz a devotional Following the video, 3 time for small
eroup discussion and sharing is offered. There is never any pressure for partici-
pants to speak

Angther Griefshare-sponsered event s the anmnal Surviving the Holidsys video
semninar, usually offered in Wovember This is a 2-bour session desizned to mimnks-
ter to those who are tying to navigate the holidsys after experiencing a loss of a
loved one. It covers dealing with emotions, offers practical holiday survival tips,
znd what to do abowt traditons and other changes. There is opportnity o discuss
and share following the video. Participants are given a Surviving the Holidays
guide which inchodes articles, devotonals and tps.

The newest addition to the GriefShare curmiouhams is the Loss of a Sponse. It 1s
2 2-hour event that reaches out to those who bave lost not only 3 mate, but alsoa
life stvie_ It is also 3 video format followed with smasll group discussion. Partici-
pants take home a booklet filled with prief recovery exercises. joumaling prompts
and devotional materials.

My owm personal experience with GriefShare began in 2008 with the loss of
ny beshand. T participated in a GriefShare at a charch in Boone, where my heal-
ing began. Upon completing the 13-wesk cycle, I knew our community needed
ihis resource. Becanse I felt I would not be able to facilitate mestings as I worked
throush oy own healing, T enlisted the aid of Pastor Frank Herbert and bhis wife
Linda. They led the sessions and began drawing me in as a facilitator as I felt
ready. Afier several vears they retired to Florida, and Frank went home to be with
the Lord several vears ago. GriefShare is 3 mindstry of Western Careling Church,
znd has been offered twice a vear unfil last year when I lost my 20-vesr old grand-
zpn, Caleb in Diecember. [ have stepped away for a while to beal and wait for the
Lord to show me the next step. [ can confidently say the Lord has nsed GroefShare
in my healing s wall as many others in our commumity. If vou are miterected in
leamning more abont Griefshare, please contact me at Western Caroling Church,
B2B-765-44633 and leave a message.

S Jlr‘u'?L

Carplyn Dotts makes her home in Ledger and is a teacher gf Excepfional Children
ar Greanies Primary School. She iz a widow with two sens and five grandchildren.
She iz a member gf Western Carelima Church in Spruce Pine.

www. bremews. com
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By Dipug Harrall

Ax T sit here at my desk getting ready to write this article
o1y mind is going over all the lessons and teachers that have
touched ooy life over the past 75 years! Each person that we
interact with on more than 3 casual basis has an Impact wpon
our lives, either zood or bad. Life lessons and habits are a
culmination and accumulation of actions and events that have |-

PAPPY'S

GUNSMITHING & BACKWOODS LIVIN

! Disabled
oocmred ower the years. Mow I am not a believer in that we Veteran
are all totally products of our environment. because I fruly believe that we can wned and
determiime our reaction o events. Different folks torn life events mbo different

ontcomes every day. Many thines in life we cannot control, bot we can control ﬂPﬁﬂfﬂJ

how we react to the things that life throws at us. Decidng to look at life through
rose-colored glasses is not all bad, but can be very helpfil to our funme. Don't

misunderstand me bere, we all know that we must desl with reality and face the * Full Service G”nsmlmmg
problems that will arise in our lives. Even with reality, we kave a choice in decid- « Duich
ing if we will lock for the ssed of benefit rather than just the challenges. utch ovens

The only way that I know to be able to have the rose-colored glasses is through .
deep faith in our Lord and Savior, onlty that fxith will sustzin us in certain sita- * Survival foods & more
nons. The scriphores are full of messages that help us oo this jouwmey through life « Essential oils
and one of oy favorites is Psalms 23 “The Lord is my shepherd; I zhall not want

He maketh me to lie down in green paziures: he leadeth me bezide the still waters.
Ha restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths af righteowusness for his name s
soke. Yea, though Iwalk theowgh the vailey of the shadow gf death, Iwill foar no

* Qutdoor cooking systems

evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy siaff they comfort me. Thou preparest a 56 Stardust Rd, Suite 9 » Burnsville, NC 28714
fable hafore mee i the presence of mineg enemies: thou anoeimtest sy head with oil; MO E e =
My cup rurmerh over. Surely poodness and mercy shall follow me ail the days of Eb: :".t} 536-5250- * pappyvia backwoeods-livin.com

my fjfe: and Twill dwall in the houre gf the Lord forever ™

I guess the biggest lesson I am learming, can®t say that I have leamed it yet, is to
realize that I am not in control of many of lifes events and that God's hand is in-
volved. Leaming to lean on Him is always the biggest challenge for believers and
it is & constant process day by day, Ara young age we think life will always go on
and that the end is never coming or is so far sway that we don't even think abot
it. As we age, all that changes and we see the burt that takes place. Today I had
the opporhmity to visit with 3 dear lady that had lost her teenage son and shortly
after that was dispnosed with BS. I am sure a vesr azo she had no idea what was
gZoing to happen! Folks, crap will happen if we live long enough, we don't get out
of this old world alive and there will be messes we will go throngh Fomans 8:28
“Ard we know that ail things work fogether for good fo them that love God, fo
them wiko are the called according fo kis purpose ™

Acceping this scripture mentalky is tongh at times for all of us, bat oh what
a relief it is when we come to the realization that it is tue if we believe. BMany
mmes, in nry life things have happensd that I felt were insurmonniable, but i the
end I was blessed becanse of them. God does not always work on our timetable,
bt if we stay m His will, He does work. We need to let our relationship with the

Lord deternune our attitide, not the events of the day. Being willing to let zo YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER
and let God, can be tough but when we are able to sing praises regardless of the

events, then we are making progress. Philippians 4:11-13 “No? that [ speak in COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH

respect g wamt: for I have learmed, in whatsoever state I am, therewith fo be con- p 5

i B R e St i T R = SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY

all things I am istructed both to be Al and to be humgry, both 1o abound and to 11:30-12:00

suffer need. T can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me ™. 60 AND OVER EAT FREE

Having a relationship with Jesns is like 3 GPS In many ways, you plug ina
destination and the GPS zives you instmactions slong the way, when you make a

wrong turn, it tells you how to zet back on track, The relationship with Jesus does 828-682-6011
the same thing with our lives. When our trie destination is eternal life with the 503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
Lord and Savior and we are on hfe’s journey, we will make wrong turns, grace BURNSVILLE, NC

and forpiveness cleanzes and washes away the mistake and our conscious under-
standing of God's will and divection puts us back on the comect road. We know
we made 3 wrong turmn, but we are forgiven and can zet back headed toward our
destination. Psalms 103:8-11 “The Lord is mercful and graciows, slow fo anger
ard plenteous M merc). He will not ahways chide: nerther will ke keap hiz anger
Jorever He kath not dealt with us qfter our sins; nor rewarded 15 according o our
inigrines. So ar the heaaen is hiph above the earth, so grear o his marcy foward
them that fear kim . Study His word, meditate on His teachings, and follow the
urging of the Holy Spirit in the direction of your life today. Hawve a blessed and
Merry Christmas.

Doug Harrell iz a life-long resident gf Mitchell Connty, Owner of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc. a member of Bear Creck Bapiist Church and Publizher gf the Blue
Ridpe Christian Naws.

Best Food
ani Prices!

828-678-3388 “:.roeviic ne
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USED
APPLIANCES
-mmm&:tME

* We repair all major brands of appliances.
* We repair Monitor Heaters!

Cash It, Don’t Trash It! Wl ey
We buy your used applionces! * Washers
¢ Diyers
149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC * Staves
828-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

Carolina Home Care

Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care
Medicaid Covered Services Other Senvices
= In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children » Insurance
- CAP Choice - \i& Homemaker Service
= Pediatric Murse Aids » Companion/Sitter
- Respite
Our in-Home Aldes are supervised by a registered nurse
who Is avaliable during alf hours worked by the alda.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340

AmeriGas.

Driving every day.

Your local store is ready to help you prepare for the upcoming
2018 = 2019 winter season, \We provide secure and reliable
propane service for your home or business, and offer new
customer pricing with lock-in rates. AmeriGas also has teerific
pricing programs for churches, fire departrments, community
centers, fireman, law enforcement officers, correctional officers,
EMS emplayees and any size business.

+ PROPANE

+ SERVICE

+ APPLIANCES

+ HEARTH PRODUCTS |Bess pries oo

Phone: 828-675-1513 or 828-643-1332
Aodress: 6161 Us HWY 19E, Burnswlle, NC 2871

uick et producti in Loan

Servicing: Mitchell, Yancey, McDowell, Madison, & Buncombe

Crossnore Announces Opening Of Center
For Trauma Resilient Communities

By Helly Solomon
Avery Counly

Crossnore School & Children’s Home is pleased
fo annonce the opening of the Center for Trawma
Besilient Cormmumities. The Center’s frus is to
provide maining and consultation for uilding rauma  §
resilience within an orzanization O CODUMNRITY.
Start-up fonding for the Center has been provided by
20 anoonymons private foundation that is commdtted
o healing people and communities.

Cm Movember 12, 2018, Lowisville, Kentecky Mavor Greg Fischer announced
a8 parmership bemween the City of Lowdsville, the University of Lowisville, and
Centerstone Kentucky to begin the Trawmma Resilient Commmmity Initative.
Funded by a 35 million, five-year federal grant, the Trauma Fesibient Community
Indtiative has contracied with Crosspere’s Center for Tranma Besilient Comomnnd-
fies to provide maining in tranma-informed care and resilience to service provid-
ers, public schopl officials, and commmmnity apencies serving vonth amd families
in Lowisville. “This ininatve is another tool we can use to dismantls the very real
bamiers of violence, ranma, and racial inequiny,” comumented Mayor Fischer
The Center for Trauma Pesilient Compnmities was co-fonnded by Brett A, Lofias,
D, Crossnore’s Chief Executive Officer, and tao professional trainers, David
McCorkle and Beatriz Vides, both of Mew Yook, McCorkle and Vides have both
irained naticnally and imtermationally and were previons faculty with The Sancm-
ary Instinare providing maining and consultaton on The Sanceary Model®, a
maumns-informed model of care. In Chctober, it was announced that Shenandoah
Chefalo, anthor of Garbaze Bag Suitcase and foster care advocate has joined the
team a5 3 Facnlty Trainer.

Trauma and resilience
awy basiness, non-profi
organization, school, church,
hospital, shelter, or comanm-
nity. “As part of our strategic
plan at Crossnore, we are
passionate shout bringing
raums-informed care to our
comnmnity. This begins with
understanding how we are all
affected by Adverse Child-
hood Experiences (ACEs)
and toxic stress snd thedr
nmpact on our minds, bod-
ies, and spirits,” said Lodis.
“Char goal is to help com-
nImities recogmize AWM [
and leam to respond m ways 8
that promote bealing and g

b

Brent Laftis

Th.EEenIHpmdeammpmhumvem}'aftmnmgmﬂ:E ‘what" of twnuna
and toxic stress, and the “why™ this mformation is crfical for individuals who
need help as well as the orzanizations that provide help. The Center provides the
“hoy”™ throagh 3 fully costomized  step-by-step process for boilding & trauwms
resilient coltare within an orgamization or community. Since opening the Center
hzs held maimmes for the Western Conference of the United Methodist Church,
schools, nooprofits and faith compmnites. Myers Park's Minister of Congrega-
tiomal Care, Bill Roth said, “The Center rainers have a deep kmowledze of the
immpact of Adverse Childhood Experiences on emotional and physical wellbeing.
They share hope for how tranma and chronic sfressors can be transfonmed through
the mtentipnal relatnonships, understanding, and compassion that can create Last-
ing changs. ™

About Center for Traums Recilient Convmmities: A program of Crossnore
School & Children’s Home the Center for Traums Fesilient Connmmities opened
in 2018, Trainings range from three hour serminars to three-deay intensive Train-
the-Trainer programs. To infegrate ranma mformed care throughout an organizs-
tton, the Center offers one- to two-year initatves custormized for your specific
organization. For more mformation about the Center for Trauma Besilient Com-
nmnities, please visit www. irnumaresilientoomomnises. oIg.

Haolly Salomon iz Director gf Commrenicaions for The Crozznore School. She
biogs several fimes a weak at wws hollybarretr.org, and is hozt and producer gf
“Living a Redeemed Life, " a bi-weekly podcast.

l':':.J.r'l.lES.
h L 4 = his A
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The First Christmas
By Futh Bell Graham

very day, at that very time in the very town where
Tesus was bom!

Imagine living in Bethlehem and seeing oo
people coming along the dosty road down in the
valley, a man walking and a woman riding a donkey.
How slowly they came They stopped often to rest.
Why did they stop so offen, now that their journey
was almaost over?

Again, they stopped, this time in front of you,
and when you saw the woman's face, vour heart gave a leap. For on this young
woman’s face, pale aod wwavel-weary, was a smile that seemed to reflect a1l the joy
of heaven.

That might vou wers wide awake. Somehow von knew that it was a special
night, that something wonderful was about to happen Something zo wonderful
that you almaost were afraid fo breathe for fear of breaking the stllnesgs,

For tonizht Bethlehern was very still. Listening. Whaiting for something.

Wery late in the night there was a commotion out on the sireet. You could hear
men shouting, and yon mon to the door and stare at those men shouting in the
might.

What were they saying? They kad seen an angsl!

The angel had told them about 3 Baby bom in Bethlehem and they called the
Baby “Savior” and “Lord ™ With their own eyes they had seen the Baby in a stable
behind an mm,

You don’t wait to hesr any more, and you nun to the inn and around the inn o
the stable. Then slowly, sofily, you enter.

There she 15, The yvounz woman with the radisant smile. Leaning against 8 stall
Her ayes closed. The man standing at her side.

Behind them in 8 manger, is the Baby. Tiny. Wrapped tightly in linen cloth.
Sleeping as soundly as amy newhom baby. Slesping as though the world had not
warted thonsands of years for this moment Sleeping as thongh your life and my
life, and the lives of everyone on earth, were not wrapped up in His birth. Sleep-
ing as thongh from this meonent oo, 21l the sin and the somow of the world were
nat His problem.

Should yom ask et if yoo may tonch the Babyv—maot wake Him, just towch His
hamd? What 3 moment that would be! To reach out and touch the Son of God!
Yet I don't emvy the people whe Lived in Bethlebem that might, for they couldn’t
hawe umdersiood all that this Baby was bom to do: to speak words of joy to an
unhappy world, to show love to people too wsed to hatred. to win victory over the
sin smd the sorvow of the world

Yo and I are greatdy blessed to live now when His work of love s finished He
is as close to us today as He was to those in Bethlebem Closer, for today we do
not have to reach ont our hands to tonch Him

There will be a Gift

There will be less someday—mmch less, and there will be More: less fo
distract and amuose; More, to adore; less to burden and confuse; More, to
undo the clatfering of centuries, That we might view again, that which star
and angels pointed to; we shall be poorer—and richer; siripped—and free:
for always there will be a Gift, always a Tree!

“Lezz and More ' by Rush Bell Graham from “Thiz Christmas Night: Rgflections
JFom our Heards fo Your Home™ by Billy & Ruth Graham

B

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Communitny”™
Trips for December 2018

+ Tuesday, December 4th - Hamrick's- Bus Week

+ Tuesday, December 11th —Dollywood Festival of Lights-
Admission $69.95 (Leave the Senior Center At 12 noon)

» Monday, December 17th — Asheville Mall

+ Thursday, December 20th — Bristol to see the Lights —
Costs - $3.00 per person (Leave Senior Center at 4pm)

Concerts at the Rock
January 18: An Evening with Nu Bly and Simmy Fortune
Februa*?' 2: Love Canon
March 8: Hog Slop String Band
Old Rock School » Tickets available onfine
at concertsattherock.com.

Movies at the Rock
December 1: The Polar Express (2004}
Jdanuary 11: Chronicles af Narnia:

The Lion, Witch, & The Wardrobe
February 8: Crazy, Stupid, Love (Rated PG 13)
Old Rock S5chool Auditorium » 7pm » Free fo Public

Old Colony Players Presents:
A Charlie Brown Christmas & Holiday Spectacular

For ticket information go to oldcolonyplayers.com
or call 828-522-1150

Valdese Christmas Parade
December 1, 2018 » Downtown Valdese» 1040M
The parade will begin at the comer of Church Street &
Main Street and will continue to Morgan Street. There will
also be an open house at the Pledmont &
Western Railroad Museum.

Christmas in Valdese
December 14 » Old Rock School » 6PM
Town tree lighting, Christmas carols by Voldese
Elementary Students, and a visit from Santa!

Mingle with Kris Kringle
December 15 » Old Rock School » 8:304M-11:304M
Breakfast provided by Valdese Fire Department

with Santa and his elves. 3 Sessions availoble.
Tickets available at visitvaldese.com.

Historic =,

VALDESE

visitvaldese.com » 888-VALDESE

Amnd she bronght forth her firsthorn son, and wrapped fim in swaddling clodhes,
and laid him in @ manger; because here was mo reom for them in the i
Lnke 2:7

www. brenews . com
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Something for every home.

Silver Line

Fahnulersin

_ _
SUMMIT

BUILDING SUPPLY
828-682-9841

252 Possum Trot Rd.
Burnsville, NC 28714

Lees-McRae Christmas:
A Service of Music and Lessons

By Mina MMastandrea
Avery Couniy

For 2 night of mmsic, scriphore, and family fim join
Leas-McRae College on Monday, Dec_ 3 for Less-
McFRae Christmas: 4 Service of MMusic and Lessons

BAMNMEF. ELE IN.C. — This year, Lees-McFae
Cipllege will be celebranng Chrisomas like never befora.
Cipen to the public, Lees-McFae Christmas: A Service
of Music and [ ezzons oo Monday, Dec_ 3 is a free event that welcomes all for a
night of music, singing, scripmre, food, and holiday fon

Starting at 7 pm., bead to Hayes Anditorinm and Broyhill Theatre for fun
pames and favorite holiday fumes performed by the Less-MeRas Highlanders
With the help of several local pastors inchading Ted Henry, KMickae] McEes Tae
Gatewood, Alan Yawm, and Feild Bussell, guests can enjoy and are welcome o
participate in a music and Chrstmas lesson service. The service will concnde
with a lighting ceremony.

Following the service, wisitors are imvited to Evans Anditornam in the Cannon
Smdent Center for copkies, ot chocolate, cider, and even more omsic that will
put 21l in the bolidsy spit.

Mestled in the Blue Fidze Mountains of western Morth Carplina, Lees-hcFae
Ciollege is a private, four-year college offering diverse baccalaureate and graduate
degrees. strong athletic programs and outstanding faculty. Field-specific career
preparation and kands-on leamimg enhance the broad core curmiculom . For mors
information, please visit www lmc edu or call 825 898 5241

0> Mﬂhr

CHRISTMAS

A SERVICE OF MUSIC AND LESSOYS .

En

Ning Mastandrea iz the content manager of Lees-MeRag College

Change a childs life...Give them a chance to celebrate with a family
Foster Care & Adoption makes a difference - and YOU can be a part.
Mitchell County Foster and Adoption program 828-688-2175
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SafePlace
Remembers Connie Sedberry

By Tracy Black
Mitchell County

It was myy inrenton o write an amicle this month about
Chriztmas and what happens at Mitchell County SafePlaca.
Unfortunately, life's events hawe intervensd as they offen
do and changsd all that, On Movember 13th in the wee
hours of the morning Connie Sedberry, onr Execufive
Drirector, our leader and our friend, swoonmbed to cancer
and passed away. I bope you will indulge me 25 I reprise a profile I wrote in 2005
ahout her:

Comnie Sedberry is the Associate Director and Finance Officer at Mitchell
County SafePlace. At first meeting, Connie appears the consummate business
woman. Keeping on target of the finances of 8 non-profit apency is a daunting
job. Connie manages to mot only keep on target bar abways seems to find a way o
supply the staff with all the things they nead to do their jobs and find the money
needed to help each and every client, not 8 small feat. It doesn't take long to find
ounf there is so nmch more to this womsan . Connis is 3 fum loving, artistic woman
with a paszion for slleviating the suffering of others.

Commie lives i Loafers Glory with her bushand Ken and their towo sows, Moah
19 and Galen 17. Together, Ken and Connie mn a thriving pottery stmdio, Sed-

bermry Potiery, and an art gallery with other amists in Asheville called Ariel Gallery. m
Comnie and Fen have always loved to wavel, and it was through one of these trips 'R X

that Connie had what she describes a5 2
defininz moment in her life.

While raveling in Ceniral America the
Sedberry's ssw what can cnly be described
as abject poverty. To this day Connie’s
face fills with emoticm as she recalls the
children playing in the sirests where raw
sewaze fiows and the shanry shacks that
these bright youmpsters call bome. It was
at this fime that the enfire family vowed to
never take the comforts that they had for
granied and to make a difference where
ever possible,

It was soon after that Coonie jeined the
ﬂmf' ﬁﬂﬁﬁ E@m ':'.ws fmmm& I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
s Bl i i R e vt Joving ear to troubles and 2 joyEal “atia girl” saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which isto
for every success. She finds her greatest reward in seeing those who have gone come, the Almighty. Revelation 1:8
thronzh the SafePlace program live a peace filled life and poing om to be snocess-
ful

There are so many women in Mitchell County that kave Connis to theank in
part for their new lives; for showing them that there is soomebody who has faith in
them and believes their dresms can come tree. So, on behalf of so . Thank P
You Comie = A Caring Partnerat Home

Since that time, Connie went on to become the Executive Director of SafePlace.

Yot even with the added responsibility of ninmning this agency on her shoulders she ST
o e i i e R e o e i e s it ke When Florence was unable to live independently, her
s daughter Marcy became her round-the-clock caregiver. When

Several SED 3 WOIAD 4 friend and ber son with ber w deliver ' 6
Wi ostele e wllﬁ:lras EeDlace Family. Connie and I spake her medical needs became too much for one person to handle,
with these women for about 20 minutes. This little boy, who was sbout 7 years the compassionate team at CarePartners Hospice ensured
old, patiently waited as his mom asked all manmer of guestions about SafePlace ' ' B g
o s T s il ke kAR sy ot pe g that both Florence and Marcy s physical, social and spiritual
attention to what was beinz sgid, or so I thought As the conversstion ended and needs were being met.
goodbrres and thank you's were being said the little boy named to Connie and
said “Ts it only grownups that can belp or can kids belp too™ When Connie told
hirn that indeed children could help too, the little fella reached into his pocket and
pulled out everything in his pocket and asked “Wouald this help™ In his tiny hand
were some wadded up dollar bills, some change and 3 match box car Connie Low-
ingly smoothed out each dollar bill, connted the change and wrote him a receipt
for this geperous donation of 33_85 and a beloved tov car Later, Connie confessed
that she was o overwhelmed by this mesture che could barely speak and she
glways considered this the most zenerons donation we ever received.

That was Conmnis in 8 nutshell always praciows, kind and compassionate. We
at SafePlace are forever chamged by her love and she will always hold a place of
honor at our agency and in our hearts. Thank yon Connie!

Tracy Black is the Interim Execuinee Direcior for Mitchell County SgfePloce. She
can e reached ar 828-783-4017 or racyeblackZbellzouth net.

|
« CarePartners
HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE

b i R

Exceptional Care. Every Day
(828) 659-7068 = ’

carepartners.org

=
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The Fruitful vs, the Frustrated Life
By Jovce Mdeyer

Have you ever spent vour time mnning around all day
longz but at the end of it, you didn’t know what you acm-
ally accomplished? It's so fmsirating when vou realize you
were busy, poing from ope thing to the next, but youn didn’t
getarmmdtndmng anything you mtended, or needed, to

It 5 pazy to lve this way n our world today with so nmch going on all the
tirne. But I can't find any scriptore in the Bible where God commands ws, or even
suEgests to ns, that we be busy. However, it does talk a lot about being fruitful
beaning good fmit in our lives.

There are two ways we bear good fruit. One is by displaying the fait of the
Spimit—Ilove, joy, peace, pattence, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentlenass
and self-control (Galatans 5:22-23). And the second way is by getfing out in the
world where God has planted us and being pood o people.

I'm talking about helping people who are hard to love or don’t seem to deserve
it. Or giving o the poor and gefting imvolved with people so you can make 3
difference and help make thedr lives better, rather than spending all of your time
rying to make yoursalf happy.

I"ve discovered that being selfich and self-centered never makes anyones happy.
Living fior God is really just the opposite of that. (od doss want to bless ns and
give ns the things we need, but when we give our lives to Him, our purpose is to

serve Him.
Who Do Feople Think You Are?
: In Matthew 12:33 (AMP) Jesus says, “... The free is kmown by itz fraet " And
Crﬂﬁﬁwnrd SUlut']ﬂn this is how pecple know who we are. Fast as you recognize an orange tee by the

orangzes it prodoces, you recognize a Christian by the foar of their lifestyle.

I"ve said often that you won't be recognized as 3 Christian just becaase you
have a Christian nuwper sticker on your car or you wear Christian jewelry or go
to chorch every wesk Most of the ime people won't care what vou have to say if
vour bebavior doesn't back it up.

The fruit of our lives is seen in our behavior—what we do to halp others and
our attitndes—as well as what we zxy. It's the visthle exprezsion of the imvisible
work that God is doing in us.

Jesus says in John 15:8, “My Father is glorjfed and honored by this, when you
bear much i, and prove yoursehves to be My [rue] disciples. ™ In other words,
we're not proving anyvibing to aoyone simphy by what we say. It's the fuit of our
lives that prowves who we really are.

5o, it's good for us to frequently ask curselves: Who am I helping in my Life?
Hew zm I making a difference or making somepne elze's life bether?

How to Bear Crood Fruit Every Diay

The key to beanng good froit is found in John 15:5, which sxvs, “F am the Fine;
Yyou are the branches. The one who remains tn Me and T in kam bears much flut,
Jor focharwize] apart from Me [that &, cut off fhom vital union from Me] you can
dia nothing. ™

Jesus is telling us that 2= we spend time with Him in prayer and by smdying the
Bible, His Spirit is working in us, changing us Llittle by little (2 Connthians 3:18),
causing us to reflect His image or characteristics more and more. It's a progressive
iransformation that takes time and requires 3 consistent connmmitnent throaghout
oar lifetime.

If you aren't spending regnlar time with Jesus and growing n your relationship
E with Him through prayer and Bible stody, I want to challenge you to reevaluate

your priprities and put first things first. The truth is we pur our Gme into what we
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iCod’s Gifit to You
God crested you becanse He loves you, He wants to have a personal relanon-
s d k 50' -, ship with you, and He wants to do smazing things in yon and through vouw Every
udoku Solution dayis a gt o God ud i so precions!

Ephesians 3:20 says that God “iz able to [carry owr His purpose and] do super-
abundantly more than all that we dare azk or think [ifinately bavond our greatest
praars, hapes, or dreams], according fo His power that is at woerk within ws. " He
has a plan for you and He will give you everything yon need to fulfill your destimy
as you seek Him and grow sironger in your faith in Him,

I want to encourage you to focus on Jesus and live by the wisdom He reveals to
yvou im His Ward. Choose to do todsy what you will be happy with [ater on, and no
matter what the cost, von'll find that the good fit it brings is more satisfying and
fulfilling than just being busy any day of the waek!

For more on this topic, order Joyce's three-CD saries Busy Going Mowhere.
You can also contact us to recaive our free magarine, Enjoying Everyday Life, by
callimg (B0 T27-0673 or visiting www, joyT e Ve 0T,

Jovee Meyer is a New Tork Times bestrelling author and founder of Jovee Mayer
Ministries, Inc. She has authored mora than 100 books, including Battlgfield af
the Mind and Overioad: How fo Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Yourse{f from the
Prazsure of Stress (Hacherie). She hosts the Exjoying Everyday Life radio and TF
rrograms, which air on hundreds of staions worldawide For more Dyformanion,
VISIT WWW JOVEEIEVar OTE.

H_APPY BIRTHDAY,
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The Eest of the Story
Droug Harrell

Asnsnal, I reread this story and relived it at the same time, oh the memories we
mads! Clint was comrect that I thonght be was going to bum the tires off that fine
Tewp truck and possibly blow the maotor as well, never heard snch & commaotion a5
be was creating. We were actually on a rather steep hillside when he was throw-
ing the wood off and got stuck in the mee himself The smazing thing about Cline
was that he abarays was able fo lsugh st himeslf and then keep on keeping on with
a good aftinde. Fead and enjoy the tale. Mery Chroistmas

Funny Farm
Drear frends,

I lpwe driving in our mountains this time of year. The
columns of white smoke rising from so many chimmesys
bring back so meanwy memories of my own birthplace. There
is something sbout a fireplace that warms my very sonl. T
can abmpst fesl the cozimess of family in veour homes, as if
fo s3y “all is well here ™

You may find it hard to believe, but I wonld guess that
most Americans either kave never expenienced, or have
long since forgotten the wonderful scent of 8 wood-uming
stove or fireplace. I, for one, bost that memory for decades
as [ mowed from Mashville to Durham; Dharham to Tampa;
Tampa to Mew York; Mew Yok to Drallas; Dallas fo Los An-
geles; Los Angeles to Denver. City-folk rarely encounter such simpls plessures.

You Don't Just Gather Sticl=?

2010 was my very first winter in Mitchell Coumty a5 Fammer Diong's indertured
servant { @ ) at Harmell
Hill Farms Wow I"d
noticed the two wood
stoves — one in the
office and a3 second
in the living room of
the fanmhouse But,
you know, it never oc- 8
curred to me how one |
“fueled’ the monsiros:- |
fies.

I'm thinking it
was 3 hot and humid
August moming when
Droug first announced
that it was time o gather firewood. “Okay,” I thomght, “zness we’ll spead a couple
hours doing that ™ I figured that the fanuly would just go into the woods and
gather sticks and fallen branches fo keep us toasty in the winter. Holy smokes,
was [ wrong. . AGATH! g

Locust Trees?

Well, we set out for a drive up the mountain — on 3 very ill-defined path T mowst
add — in fact, not to embellish this marter BUT if that was 2 road I am a giraffe!
The places that man — Fammer Dioug — calls roads are baraly paths! Amraay, Doag
was in one meck, the fancier/nicerbetier equipped mewsr one; I frailed in “Cld
Blackie”, oy 1820 vintage Jeep I've menticned bafore. We were going nmting
for locust trees. . whatever the beck that is. ] mean, isn’t one tree just like an-
other. . they are all wood and wood tams. (Silly city-slicker Iwas!) To my credit,
this e I didn’t ask the “Why™ question, I'd learned not to be quite as “open”
about Iy coumiry ignorance. When Dong says, “Heed to go gather some logs,™
just act &5 if T koow that. . and [ know the type logs to gather. . blah blah blah

Over The Eiver And
Through The Woods

Whenever Farnrmer
Doz asked if T knew
how to engage the
4WD-Low i “0ld
Blackie" I expected =
the worst, and I wasn't §
mountain path, likely
mnfouched by numan  (SREES
bl hi B T T
before, teptermp on the adze of 2 ravine. The sood news was I had geod rubber on
the tires, I knew that “cause Doug told me so.

How he was in the lesd and clearly more adept at driving through the wilder-
ness than [ And, besides, I wanted fo procesd with a wee bit more caution that
he typically displayed since I had no desire fo plonze off the mountsn in an old
black jeep to my fery desth below!

Blackie was grunting, groaning and straining to make the steep grade, start-
ing to ship a kit oo the hardpan surface. Doug long ago dissppeared from sight so
I 'was solo on this mountzin road, wondering if the end was near. .. praying that

spmehow God wonld deliver me to wherever in the world it was I was supposed
1o end up.

BElue Smolie And Spinning Rubber

Sure epough, ar just the wrong ome I mied o downshift and began sliding off
the cliff. Somehow — (somehow nothing, I think the hand of God reached out
and sawved me} — the thing stalled out and seemed sfable in the middle of the path.
About that fime the bile rose info ny throat_ .1 began to zet BEALLY MAD ..
(Acmally I was REATLY EMBAR ASSED. but REATTY MATD is a manlier ema-
Hon).

As T sat there tives spinning kinda-sorta slipping sideways, the motor scream-
ing in protest. I decided I would never give up. I was going to climb this moun-
tain, in this teck, on this day if it killed me. . .and it very well might [ had grov-
eled too long, [ was mot going fo call Farmer Doug and tell kim to rescue me. . I
am, after all, Fanmer Clint and [ can do this!

Or Camn I?

Some ways off Farmer Doug could hear the phantom cries of my protestng
Jeep - sguealing and squawking . .and ke saw the clond of blee smoke rising
ower the monntain top. Guess he figured T st be m tronkble. Rore likely, he was
slightly concerned that T mdght just bum all the rubber froom his tres or even blow
the enFine in Old Blackie.

I sat in that Jeep, sweating like a bog, thinking not so nice thoughts and ying
to clomb that monntain. And I saw Dous round the corner, on foot, waving wildby
with both hands. T gwess he wants me to stop,” I thought. “What will I tell
him . T mied to do it right. . this stupid velicle isn’t fit to drive. _blah blah biah!™

I Eilled the iznition as my pal approached, that half cocked, crooked grin om his
tanned face. . "You sure it's in $WDH-Low,” e cajoled. Inforisted by the insion-
ation I just stared soraight abead. “Of course it is,” I spat! “Let me just check it
out,” he said calmly. “Cops, Fuess it wasn't,” was nry only retort. How homlisi-
ing “Dio you want to bring it wp now?™” Douz inguired . “WO [ T MIOT." I said
with venomous overtones.

I yielded o1y position behind the wheel and shinked into the bed of the old
jalopy. Dioug eased the gearshift 3 bit to the upper-richt and we purrad up that
monniain without breaking 3 sweat. Once again, for the zazillionth tme in four
moaths, [ was ookled in the presence of Fanmer Dong. . GERR.

Fat Boy On The Mountain

I spoke not 3 word when we reached the spot where locnst wees Lived; I simply
stood aside and wainched as my lnmberjack pal began dropping HUGE trees with
his chainsaw. All the while I'm thinking o poyself, “Why don't we just pick ap
what's already on the ground rather than sawing down these mees? Neverths-
less, T awaited forther instruction. . sfill hicking mry wounds of another bumiliating
EXPErience.

Dioug suggested that I zather the logs he was cuming and toss them down the
monniain, that way they would 21l be in ome general wicinity for loading in the
mucks later; that seemed perfectly logical o me.

I"ve told you before abont my fiused right ankle and how it causes me to be
slightly bess than — shall we say agile? So I picked up that first log and promptly
swung it ont and toward the downside of the mountzin, Well, what T failed to
consider in this thythmic motion was that I needed to release the log more quickly
or it would propel my rotand boedy off the cliff with it. And, sure encugh, off we
went!

I finally hed the presence of mind fo l=t zo of that log but not in e o avoid
the phinge. Fortunately, agzin I believe it was the hand of God, thers was a split
tree n fromt of me, yon koow the kind that makes a giant Y. . and my body lodzed
firmly in the Y. Diong looked on, shook his head
and continned sawing. . the man is 3 master of
understatement.

With 3 mighry pull, I dislodged my bloody belly
and again began tossing logs down the hill. Ot of
the comer of my eye, [ saw Dong flash a zrin, give
2 quick wink and then refurn to his chamsaw,

Yapper, I lowe the sights and smells of an earhy
winter’s fire in these hills. And I love the fact that
I DD MOT HAVE a fireplace, and oo longer have
1o drove up that mountain to gather looust logs. It's
2 snicide mwip. I ell va_ . and that sin't no joke.

But what 3 memory.

5ll lnmobled in the hills,

Fammer Clint
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Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:
* Numbnezz or buring i feet or hands

. .
¥
A
f, - il + Sharp electnc like pans
* Pain an walking

+ Difficu't sleeping due to pan
* Prickling or tnghng in feet or hands
* Balance problems

You may have Neurooathy.
FPharmaceutical treatment for
neuropathy has not proven to
ke effective in the long term.
Cur office has had excellent
rezults in the reduction and
elimination of symptoms by
using & multi therapeutic
approach including low level
|zzer therapy, spine care and
rutrition.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE
IF ¥OU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.

R :Z Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

Life Center LASER THERAPY

Burnsville, NC CHIROFPRACTIC
(828) 682-6157 HEALTH COACHING

(800} TT2-T955
cruzlifecenter.com “Since 1982"

Get Ready for Christmas!

Gift Certificates » Free Gi"ft Wrapping
“QHOP LOCAL? wwwgrassycreekclothing.com

Grassy Creef
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

8:30am-5:30pm M_TW.5. Chosed Sunday
Thursday & Friday 3:30am-7-00pm -G0 1o Church

Mine Creek Baptist Church

Responses to the King
Preacker Clhats Fathbone
Mirchell County

Tha Book of Matthew, chapter 2. verses 1-12, tells us the I..
story of the wise men that came to visit Jesus Althoush a
lat of Chrisomsas plays, and Matvity scenss partray the wise
men thers with Mary snd Joseph shortly afrer the birth of
Chrst, the scrpnare states in verse 11 thar they visited 2t a3
house, The joummey that they took, moest scholars belisva,
would have mads Jesus about 2 years old when thesa avenis
took place. Also, Herod demanded the male children be pat fo death 2 years and
under, according to the time he had ouired of the wise men (verse 16).

I chis rext we find 3 characters represented and how thev responded to the
paws of 3 new king who had been bom First there is the Hypocrtical Herpd,
When Herpd heard the pews from the wise men his first response was froubled.
Though he stated e wanted to worshep thes new king, his mae motve was te kill
himy Cin the eutside, his inguiry o the news: seemead o be gemmine bt his actions
latar ow zawe away his e motve. Harod said one thene with iz words, bar acned
another way with his life. He wanted oo king over him. He was his own king. Kis
respoase was one of rejecton.
What was truly o his heart
was manifested by his actions
o seek out and kill the Christ
child becanse he wantad noth-
ing to do with kim Herod even
balisved the scripnoes the
clitef priests and scribes read
to bim bur his response was
all ot rajection This is the
respanse of mamy today whean
they hear the pews of One who
has comne 3s our king. Maay
do not want Christ oo be king
of their lives, so they sangply
reject the messaze of hope and promuse givan 1o ws o the scripmres. By their
daeds, they show who their kKing really 15, and it is wsually themselves!

Thea next characters represanred by this story are the Blind Bible eachers. I zm
zmared when I rezd this porfion of scnpure and see such an indifferent response
by the Bible teachers of that dayv to the news of the both of the promuzed Mes-
zizh. Tha very orpes who shonld have been overwhelmed with joy by the news
of the promised hMessiab were the ones whe seemed to show the least inferest
Theze wers the religions leaders of the day. They potuted Herod to the scriphires
which foretold the Messizh's birth, They s2emed to have bead knowledze, bt no
haar Enowledze. They were o busy Keeping their mulas and rimals and manse-
rizing their scophire, they missed the point of God wanting to change them in
their hearts. They were ones who had 3 fonn of Godliness nat denying the power
therecf, ever seeking knowledge buf never coming to the tuth (I Tonothy 3: 5 &
7). Thera was religion with no reladenship. Shouldn’t they have besn the ones w
recognize what bad happenad? Why did they not follow these wize men to Beth-
lebem to find this pew bom king if they quly believed the scriptures? This head
knowladze only had led them to a place of mdifferant response. Jamas calls farth
withour works dead faith (James 2:17). Cerainly, if their faith had been gennine.
there wonld have beep 2 2enuine response Azain we ses this response of mamy
today. There iz a form of reliston in their lives, but no evidence of therm respond-
ing to Chatst as their king. They hear the message, possibly even kuow the scrip-
maras, but contnne o live a life of indifference toward the message of the Eing!

Last of all we see these wise men a5 Smcere Saekers. These ware those who
respoaded tn geruins faith spd scceptance. How do we koow this? We ses it by
their response 1o what God bad shown them They belisved this wonder o the
bhaavens 1o be aw act of God who was revealing that He was doing something in
the world. God was appouncing that He had kept His promuse of a Messiah When
thesa wize men saw thiz, they believed and responded. Thev began their journey
to zee thiz Fing personally. They searched out and found farther confirmanion
from the chief priests and scribes in the scripnoes. Again they respondad in faith
and conrnnead their jorumey woward the King And last of 2l we see these Sincers
Seakers fall doom before the child Eing med worship Him, Truly their responzs to
the Kinzg was sincere and gemupe! There faith had determined howr they respond-
ad!

What is vour response this Christmas sesson to the news that will be preached
and proclaimed by pasters, teachers, soripiures, and through many Chrismnas
bymans and program:” CGod bas kept His promise 1o man! The King has come, the
Meszsizk has come, and the message is being proclaimed! How will vou respond?
Will you respond o rejection as Herpd did? Will you sinply respond with indis-
ferance to the King? Or will you respond in geomine faith apd start vour joummey to
your King™ Spraad the news Chrizsttans! The Eing has come and is walting for a
response froon all!

Meamry Chrismzs!

Freacher Chriz Eathbong serves az Pastor ar Mine Creek Bapiisr Chunch.,

wiww. biensws. com
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Tim's Treasures

Let the Eabbits Fun
By Timothy W. Troo
Burke Cournty

As they sat 1o the Hitle out-building dondy it by a singla
incandescent budl overbead I leanad back in the old
metal lezzed kirchen chamo souling broadly as the snadeor
before hirn began pulling the first fowr soains of sound from
the insmmment under his chim. Tt weuld be the fivst of nearby
2 dozen lessons. His now white hair promudad boldly froon
benearh the cap on his bead As be listensd to the voune man play, be milked fo the
elder simingz neect to him on the upiumed white 5-gallon bucket. Feno Sharpe had
come along this evering with the voung man, a fiendly escoar of soms. They talked
of old fitends and days goae by witle the stedant wonld painfully Ty o repear whas
the master fiddier had just showm han, Thers were no masic books, oo shests frotm
which 1o read; mo, this was leamieg as in e old days, by ear

Tohn Weslew Parsons was his fall name, but everyone knew him simply as IW. It
was sand thar ke could fix anyrhing with smings oo it o Sshing poles 1 reheir-
ing a bow. The room arcund them that night dowbled as a slanghrerhonze, T
rzized hops on the side zlong with a bost of other jobe. In the sununerime he sold
mmnows and watermelon. There were butcher saws and knives gleaming in the
shadevany reowm. It was appropriste for the begimmer fiddler, so badhy were the sounds
conung from his bow, akin o killing 3 song (£ yon will, and pot in 2 good way, tiat
I would remark, “Boy, are you mamed T

“Wes-sir” ke stoppad makmye the paminl sounds to look up Som his vielns o
STIWEL

“Yiou gotta oui-boilding yon can pracdoe in”

“Mio gir, bat I'm starting o work on one now.™

“Well, vou betmar itter bl if vou wanna stayed mamed.”

To thar, bodh be and Feno langhed beartly. The young man joinsd m kpowing full
well what they maanr,

[owvas just one of roary evenings the thoee would spend together over the course
of severa] weelks that fall.

T wvas guick oo rell the roro men that pight test be Wearally taught Charlie
Dravdels howy to play the fiddle. It was 2 mae story, vet it s dowbtful that 23r. Dandels
wionld ever afwest to it To LW, that was his claim to fame. In trth, his real legacy
wionld come later, but not tirenzh 2 single antity such 25 Mr Dandels, TWs legacy
wionld be 3 2ift to oAy,

COine evening, IW. bronghe bis goitar alonz. The sudent kad now progressad
encinzh that be was able to follow alonz to the rhvthm of the guitar. The master
fddler was slowly workme kis prodigy o someone that would bensfit fom this
experiepce for A lfedme JW s oo backeround was Som vears of mastery leamed
through conntless hours of sawtng the bow across the somes. [n wardme, he played
with bands that weonald tour all over the Far East; Tapan, Forea, and other Pacific Fim
islands. T wonld evenmally come home to senia back down an the fanm and raise
2 family. There he found fke rosry old-tme Sddlers. they could aam more monsy
plaving for Pea Pickin's or Com Shackin's oo the weskend tean they could 2t a
ragular paying job. That being tee case and money being tght. be became known
far and wide for being a master fiddler

As he set his ddle down that evening be said o the fwo men, now bds oy audi-
ence, as he picked up the old Martn zaar beside him, ““You ahways want a good
Zatar player backing vou up. And when vou get ope make bim stand mght baside
il Yon ot to have him nght beside va ke be was™n & glued o your side, Other-
wise, vou wowr't be able o bear e If von get off, it makes the whols band zet off,
and that's a bad, bad thang.”

Tha stodent would reflect back on the many things leamed in that tny smdio
Mot all of the things tanght wers just fom the notes Bowing duoungh the wood and
soinzs, bt rather, oo the knowlsdse of the elder passing anto the snadent the les-
sons of Bfe and what it was to live in 3 tme when the pansie of this sort was in nch
greater demnand and sppraciatien. In foday's education, too ofea the buman aspect of
the inferaction berwesn student and reacker is overlooked. Siting around the bearh
on oold winter mizhis, te old-omer’s in the Appalackians would pass down vot only
the songs but the stories and wadidons of the culure that made them distine fon
athers. It made the mosic ey made all deat more special.

O that memorable evening, JW. sat down all fnar legs of bis chalr and began mn-
ing hiz guitar. His large fingers adepily mumed rhe nuwing pegs as be beor bis haad

o listen Theare was no tner peeded so well adapred were his aars to the sounds of
the instrments in his bands. To ry to waich his fingers position themselees an the
mmy weck of the fiddle it was somesfimes imposstble to discam which srimg be was
scmally playive. Becanse of his large working kands, e fingers were paarly always
positoned to cover two sirngs, which made his dovble stops (purposely plavine two
smzs &t once) perfac. Even thongh the fiddls locked out of place in those rougk,
bewn hands the bemudfol soains of his waltzes were some of the sweetest melodies
miamy had ever kpown,

That paracular evewing, bis mood sesmed different.

Before confirming, be told the two miea in a3 solemn toae, “What T'm sbout to play
yio I don’t want yvou =lling anyone abowt I doa's normially sing in oot of people.”
he would zo on 1o sav

Enowingz or not, the yvoung man had always bronzghe alopg his video recordar
in order to tape each leszon From thoze he would pracice the week, camying the
master with him as 2 maneer of speaking. This nizhs was po different Instead of
intermapng, be let W confimie s0 35 nof to stop what they wers about 1o see. “If
itwas really something 1o be Kept secret. be could abways go back and erase it if
necessary,” he thoughe o himself

“This bere’s a song about an old man aed kis dog T call it the Babbit Sonz ™
He bezan playing and singing like we had pot seen before. His voice was as good
a5 any coundy singar they bad kpown oo the radie. The song was from the hear, As
be plaved and saeg, IW. closed his eyes as of if he was being Tanspored 1o aeother

place apd time.
“These hillzs have bean myy howne, come gighly years nexr Mondaq.,
Smee sixi-Tve iS5 just beent thiz old deg and me.
My womnan waz called hame fo be with the Lord in Giory
Ay life Rz been a good ong bur my fowrnevt end I zee.

Segmr like the rabbits rum much faster than they used foo.
Every yoar the hllsider ger harder fo climb.
Seemr like the qufumm fums foo guickly inte winnern
Fon 't ba love and vag and this old dog will say goodye. ™

The same voung man sat o the cozy lale barbershop belind Bas’s honsa. It was
Thuarsday wizght, zud Wax was open
for business. Earlier in the week MJax
had found the young man bad an old
fiddle oo display in his house. ITwas
one hiz wifs had bowght 21 2o snctdon
back when they wera in college. It
was merely infended for decoration
zince peither ane of therm conld play
it Thar evempes Max, cursons 25 he
was about moest tones coulda’t take i
any longer when be paused clipping
away with thee scissors, and gently
touching bis customsr’s shouldar,
and leaning m to &y, 1 kappened 1o se2 2 fiddle sifing o vour diving room &t your
bouse lzst week when [was dome that work for vou Do you play™

“Mo sir, that was soething oy wife bought 2 lonz tme azo ar an aicdon when
wea ware in cplleze, Ir's broken up oo the neck and can’t be maned nnless b can ba
repaired.” he replied. Then the next few words he was abowr to speak would alesr
the conrse of the younrg rman’s ife, “Bur I've abaays wanted to leam how to play a
sminged msmument.”

Ivwrzs almest 23 if Max had been watting to hear those exact words. Befors he had
barely zor the words ot of iz miouth. Bax had an apswer. “T know 2 mean that czn
repair your fiddle snd teach yon how to play of toe™

“Peally,” the yvoung man s3id in slmost disheliaf?

Grabbing e loczl phone dizectory, be opepad it up o the “P's, “Yep, sure do, his
name 15 T Parsops ™

Poindng to the T s name they wrore down the munbsr. Then the comversa-
tion tureed o all che mosic that had besn 2 part of Mac's life and hoay he and T
bad made mnsic so many mmes. Those wers pracious memories. The world began
1o spin seenungly out of cowirel for dee voung man et night as 30 many tings
that could hava been began to becoms possibilines. It is sometimies s2id dhar marh &z
sranger than fictdon It seemed that wight as if the vounz man had stepped back into
mme, hearing aboue Hves from anoter cennry

Ax T plaved for the audience of tore that nighe, his smodent and Fepo, he sans o
them 3 spng that was nearly as prophetic as it was sad

“Tstead gf sleemivg over in the corner by the fireplace
That old dog would ru and bt @il day
Not too long @20, We Ware Oul GmonesT the Corm Fows,
Makivg the memarias thar ane on vy v foday

Seems ke rthe rabbits run much faster than they used too.
Every yoar fhe hellsider ger harder fo climb.
Seems like the auiumn fums oo quickly Defe winter
I E 1 ) | Jy— "
Fan 't be love and me and this old dog will say goodiye.

He ended the seng and solemaby sat doomn the guitar at bis side as the tao mea
cheerad his beantiful eadition. His bumblepsss overabelining them a5 he rapeated.
“Tow don't ell vo one I ever sang that, you hear.” They shook their beads in dishe-
lief and spproved. It was the zendeman’s agresment, they had given their word.

From there, T wonld evenmally ingoduce the voung maw to other vennes
and people. whereby evenmally, those 0F-key notes would fomo mealodies that
wonld entertain crowds of enthnsiastc colookers, but never to the same level of te
mazter’s hand. The siyle of which be bad leamead from e old Pez Pickn” fiddlar,
I Parzon was ome of 3 kind; & muw of bluegrass with a hint of old-mme reountain
nnsic. From that point forward, the legacy of TW. Parsons wounld be passed down
a5 that youne man would go o to becomie the first Ddirector of the Chatham Covaty
Janior Appalachian Mnsicizn’s Program (JAMD). There, he and many others would
teach young children from the ages of 8 o 16, how to play the songs and insto-
ments of the old-tme mnizic. The method nsed in the program was exactly the same
I would use, sharing the sounds of the mnsic zlong with the storias that made it
special; and learming by ear

Years would go by, and like pages oo 3 wall-worn book, the edges of recollecdon
would begin o fade. Sadly, o bis later vears, TW's memory wonld begin o slip. It
was painful v wasch the master fiddler slowly lose the preciows gift be had known
most of his Llife, Around hin, especially his loved ones, people watched the man they
lowved and called Papa, slowly fade from them. His faends would bt back the tears
a5 they wonld see him one mors time and know thes was oaly the shell of the man
they had once kuown.

Cine might asribare the loss of his memory o e accident dear took kds loving
wife, “Mara-Lou,” a5 be callad her, They had been in 2 wreck and gone to the hospi-
2l afterwand, bus the doctors fold ber evenmhing kad checked ont. They weart horme,
even though she was stll in pain. Sadly, she passed awsay duning the pizht fom her
imjuries. W, was never quite the same afenvard.

The Bible talls us in Philippians, 3:13 “Brethrep, I conar not myself to have ap-

canfinued on page IR
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

“On The Eoad With Jesus™

By Shawn Thomas
Burke Couny

Omne of best ways to leamn about someone is to spend some
e on the road with thenn T remsember reading an armicle by 1;
the renowned actor, Chariton Heston (who played Moses in i_.
the clazsic 19546 movie “The Ten Commandments™). Heston
Was conservative politically, and was supporting Fonald Be-
Zan &5 he ran for office, so one Gme be went on the Toad with
him. People had sometimes suggested to Heston that he follow in Beagan’s steps
and mm for office, but he said spending that time oo the road with Feazan taught
him 3 lot of lessons, among them being how HARD it is to be a candidate like
that: how hard the travel is; how many meetings there are; and how many people
o oy o meet and keep happy. He said he could tell thar Feazan just “fed™ off of
the people; he said the more be met, the happier he seemed to be, and the more
energizsd. But Heston said all that wounld kave killsd him' So, he leamed some
things abowt politics, and abowt himeslf while “on the road™ with Ronald Feagan.

This is one of the reasons why Jesus took His disciples “on the road™ with
Him so that they conld spend time with Him and leam from Him And they did
leam amazing lessons that they would carmy with them for the rest of their lives.
You and I did not zet that opportumity to personally walk with Jesuws fike they did,
bt through God's word, we can “virmally™ go “pn the road” with Fesus and His
disciples in thedr trp o Samaria in fobn 4, and a5 we do, there are 3 pumber of
lessons we can lesm from it

We Learn to Talie Comfort in the HUMANITY of Jesus
-6 “Jezus, betng wearied from His jowrnay .. "

This is sn amazing ststement It savs that Fesns was “weaned ™ We need to hear
that, because some of us tend to think of Tesns as some kind of “Soperman™ char-
acter with special powers who didn’t really zet weak or tired like we do. But the
Bible says He DI That was part of His “becoming like ns” that Helbrears 2 talks
shout. In the Incamaton He became like us in our weakneszes. He didn't need to
rest fromn & days of creating the whole umiverse (the only rezson He “Tested™ was
&z an example for His people; He wasn't “tred” by it at all') But here this same
Creator was “wearied” from walking, by the §th bour of the day. He had umdouhbt-
edly gotten up early and spent quality mne with His Heavenly Father in prayer,
then He walked for a number of hours before stopping here m Samana. Hewas a
real man who got “weary.” If getting tired and weary is not in your mental piciure
of Fesns, yon need to re-do vour mental picture! Tesns got “weary™. just like we
da!

Have you ever been “weary™? I'm sure all of us can say we have. Maybe you
are “weary” nght now. But take comfort — Jesus knows what that is like! 5o,
when you're weary, bring that to Jesns. He too has been weary; and He knows
how to help you in vour time of need.

When I read this passage this week it reminded me of an encovmter T kad the
Sumday might of our church fellowship over at Lake James. A woman of another
ethnicity came ouf to “our reservad area” at the lake, and wanted 1o know if she
and het son conld swim there. My first thought was “well, this is supposed to
be “OUR area!™ But the Lord madzed me to let ber do it; mayibe we could be a
wimess to ber somehow. But after we had been there some mme I noticed she was
Just over there by herself, and the Lord ondzed me to just zo by and speak to her,
and see if scme opporumity to wimess mizht open up, 50 I did. I asked where
she lived. and a few paneral questions. Mothing really seemed to open up, so after
& while T zaid. “Well, it was pood to meet you .7 and T was already starting to
think to myself, “Well at least T was obedient ™ and I started to walk away — and
all of the sndden she said, “5o what charch are you sl from ™ And it just opened
the door, and T evenmally did get to share the gospel with her. (T think partially
Grod wanted o show me that it is HE who opens up deors, not me!) But it ended
up being 3 great oppormanity. She said she did tmst what Jesus did on the cross to
save her; I don’t know if she really did or not; but we got to talk about ber bas-
band. She said be is a Catholic, but she doesn’t know if be really knows the Lord
or not. 50, I went over the gospel again, told her thar the most mportant thing is
that both her and her bushend to trust that it was Jesus dving on the cross that wall
take us to heaven, not our own 2ood works. It urned out to be & zreat opporiumity;
bt Fod had to show me that I nesded to SEE her being there as an opporiumity,
and obey Him and zo through the door when He opened it up.

Mow, lest ary of vou think I'm some kind of “preat wimess™ for sharing that
afternoon; I want you to know, I fadl all the ime at this (Chervl can tell von we
were 3t 8 gas station the other night and this scroungy looking character was bes-
ging for money. He just rubbed me the wrong way, and I kinda grufffy said no.
When I got back to the car Cheryl said: “T guess that wasn't the one God gave yon
fo witmess to today?” I went, “Ahkh 7. I probably missed thar one!)

But I've been encouraged the last conple of wesks 1o bear so many of onr
people, taking opportunities to share with family, with servers in restanrants, with
employees, with those in our barber chair, and others, as God has opened doors
for us. That’s cpe of the things I think if we were physically walking with Jesus,
that we wonld rezlly come awsy with: how many opportanities God will give us
o munister and share with people, if we will just watch snd pray for those op-
pormnities. Just step across the roony, just spesk 3 word like Tesns did here in -7,
“iive me 3 drink .. ", and see what opportunity God might open np for you to bea
2 wimess.

We Learn the necessity of repentance

Cme of the most important spiritzal lessons we leam from Jesus here in John 4
is the Importance of repentance if a person is o be saved.

See, toop ofien, what we call “evangelism™ consists of elling people, “just
receive Jesus as your Savier” or “just ask Fesns into your beart™ and yon will go
o beaven. But as we walk with Jesns here in John 4, we see Him confronting the
woman there with the npecessity of repentance:

Mow that doesn’t
mzan that we have
to somebow “clean
ourselves up” before
We {an get saved.
Jesus cleans us up. He
Eives us the power to
change. But we have
o be WILLING to
be changed. And this
is just whar so manoy
people do not want.
They want to bold on
to thair SN with one
hand, and take Jesns
in the pther hand, and
think Ha's gonna taks
them safely to keaven. And He will WOT?! You have to be willing to let go of that
5in — and Jesns will belp you to do that — but vou have got o admit that what
you are doing is 3 sin, and be willing to STOP DOING IT with His help. Yoo
cannod just willfully continue in your sin, and think Jesus is going fo t2ke you o
heaven, He won't. There has to be repentance.

— I don't care how many mmes you “ask Jesus mbe vour heart,”

— T dom™t care how often yon SAY Jesus is your Lord & Sawvior;

If wou are not repenting smd toming away from sin in your life yon are not be-
ingz saved.

Peal salvation is acoompanied by real repentance. And there are people who in
spme sense “Teslly believe” in Fesns, and “Teally want™ to be saved, bt they will
WOT be saved, because they have never repented of their sin.

Look at the Rich Youmg Fuler in Marthew 19 Afier Jecns talked to him, it says
he “went away sormowiul” becanse be wouldn't obey Jesus and repent in an area
He pointed ont in his life. And you may zo away sorrowful too. You may walk
away from this service soorowful, because although yon'd like to follow Jesus,
you know you are i 3 sinfial relationship with another person and you are not
willing o walk away from it; or becaase vou know there is a habit in your life youn
don’t even WANT to let Fesns help you break And yon are going to “walk swmy
sprrowinl™ today becanse you will not repent, and YOU WILL BE LOST unless
yvou repent! This isn't junst me sayingz that. Tesus Himself said, “Unles yon nepent,
o will aill ikewise perish " (Luke 13:3)

We Learn that JESUS is the Answer:

— When we zet saved, yes we need the gospel. We npead Tesus” death on the
cross to forgive our sins, and give us power to fum from sin and bive a new life.

— But even now as Christians, when we get up every day, we need the gosp=l:
we've simned yesterday, and the only reason we aren’t lost today is the gospel!
And we need to remind ocurselves of that, and “preach the zospel to ourselves™
every day.

— And then as we go out into the world, we need w be looking for opporium-
fies to share the sospel with others, like we have been falking abot.

— A= we serve in our job or school, we do it knowing that evervihing we do
there, reffects on the Gospel.

— The Christian realizes that their marrage and their famdly exists to show
ithe world a picture of the Gospel: the lnisband is to love and sacifice for his wife
the way Christ loved the Church; the wife is to submit to ber hosband the way the
Chuarch submits to Christ. The mamiage and family of a Christian are all sbout the
Gozpel.

— And a5 Christians make decisions abont their lives, we are o make those
decisions taking into account how our decision impacts the Gospel.

There is no area of our life that is not impacted by the Gospel. In a very real
semse everything in the life of @ Christian is to be abour the Gospel.

And folks, the Gospal is JESUS! JESUS is the answer. Fust like in that alemen-
tary Sunday School class, Tesus really IS the answer to everything. (Some peopla
are raluctant to belp or counsel paople; they re afraid they won't say the right
thing, or they won't have the answer to the problem But in 8 wery real semse. you
can’t go wrong by just pointing the person to Jesus. He BEALLY IS the ultmate
FOSWET fo everything.

— You want o g0 to heaven? Jesus is the answer for that! He is “the way the
trach, and the [ife, po one comes fo the Father” buat through Him.

— You want peace? Jesus is the answer! He said, “MT peace T give fo ypou. ™

— You want direction” Jesus is the answer. He said, "Tam the way ™!

— You need bealing help/deliveranca? Feans is the answer! He said, “bring
them fo Me!™

— You nesd to know how yon should act? Jesus is the snswer. His said we are
to “follow in Hiz steps ™ (1 Petar 2:11)

— You nesd strength? Fesus is the mswer. We just read in IT Timothy where
Paul =aid- “The Lord strengthened me™ when he was facing the lion’s mouth.

— You need hope in a desperate world? Jesus is the answer. He said He is
“comung on the clowds gf the sky with power and grear glory ™ (Matt. 24:30) and
things will ot always be as bad as they are now. There is coming a better day
than what we have now; there is coming 2 better world than what we have now —
and JESUTS is gur hope of that. JESUS IS5 THE AMNSWER!

The most important lesson of all that we leam, fom walking “oa the road™ with
Jezus, is that He is the answer fo everything we need.

What is it that youn are facing today? Az we bow our heads, would vou pray,
Lord, show me how YOLT are the answer to the problem T am facing today. And
halp me to give that thing to You, and let You do what no one else can.

Shawn Thomas is Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Bapeirt Church in Marganson.
Hizs messages and devotionals ane avatiable af www.shanefhomas.com

wwrw brcnews_com

December 2018 - Blue Fidge Christian Mews page 18 |



Treasures in Prison Cells

By Harmietta Turmer
Mirchell Counly

Bill Yionmt which has been widely circnlated over the past 21
years in which he saw Jesus who appearad to him and told
him ameng ather things: "Tell My people that sreat trea-
sure is behind these prison walls in these forgotten vessals,
My people nmast come forth and fouch these ones, for 3 mighty anointing will

be umleashed upon these for fumre victory in My Emgdom. THEY MUST BE
RESTORED!

There is a wonderful new N Statewide prison program which completed its
first year very successfully the end of Angast 2018 and has begun its 2nd year.

It is the WC Field Ministers' Program and more can be leamed and seen about
1:1:3 zoing Omline o wawowibin.con 201810002 Tee-Gibhs-NCDPS-Baptist-sem-

inary-working-prison-chaplain-prozsram which shoars a Video of 3 TV Blewscast
and has Joe Gibbs, who is financing most of the program, explaining that after
ﬂm4}ur5nf5miuu55h1dyﬂ1&gﬂ¢mlﬁnﬁﬂh&lmmﬂdmﬁMWﬂrkasﬂup-
Laims in our states” 56 prisons.

An pven more informmative, professionally shot Video plos many photos is on
the Website of Toe Gibbs at hitps_orww gameplanforlife. com el d-minister-
Program
AND 0N THIS WEBSITE IT EXFLAINS THE PROGRAM AS FOLLOWS:

(Game Plan for Life has teamed up with the College at Sontheastern and the
HMorth Carolinag Deparment of Poblic Safety to fully find the MNorth Carolina Field
linister Program. The program is a folly paid, four-year Bachelor of Arts degres
in Pastoral Ministory with a secondary emphasis on counseling. Inmnates serving
sentences ranging from 15 vears to life sentences are eligible to apply for the pro-
gram. Inm the first vear of the program. 30 inmates were accepted 35 students into
the program 30 additional students will be accepted mvto the program each vear,
umiil reaching full capacity at 120 smdents.

S0, a5 seen from the above Omline Website descopton . It is a 4 year infensive
full Seminary program from the Southeastern Baptist Seminary in Winston Salem,
with the professors from the Serminary visiting the 30 especially chosen prisoners
at their new location at Mash Correctional Institate and the program is approved
bry the Warden at Ceniral Prison, and fimanced mainky by the former Redckins
foothall coach Joe Gibbs whe is alse well-known across Morth Carolins for hds
Mascar racing endeawors.

Along search choosing and then orentation waining of the first 30 chosen
from across the state's prisons for the first year of the stndies ended with their
completion of the vear's studies and the beginning of their ?nd year of courses in
Septermber with 3 new proup of chosen prisoners baginming their first year this

I have besn able to follow this endeavor from the beginning since a Mitchall
County inmate at bt View C.I. whomn I had been cormesponding with for a couple
of years. Charles (Tony) Ball, was one of the chosen for the first year. He was
from Buncombe County where his grandfather founded one of the Asheville
Churches of God and his father was a profiessor for a while at Appalachian Stare
University. He was so cutstanding with this first year of his Seminary courses that
the staff memwber from the Seminary who oversees the program at the Mash Prison
bas asked him to be his assistant after the 4 years of intensive study is completed
with him gradusting.

His zddress 1= Tony (Charles Anthony Ball) #1291374

PO Box 8030, Mashwille, WC 27854

in case anyone would like to writs to him or he could give anyons the names of
spme of the other chosen prisoners who left their hoone counties and prison em-
plovment, as most did have prison jobs, and went to this oew prison of Wash CT
They are not allowed to work at prison jobs now since their stadies do take all
their time and this means many do not have aoy funds for buying anything from.
the cantesn and the amempes of the Program managers haven't been successful at
finding sponsors for Tony or for some of the others who do not have mmediate
family members to send them monthly fonds. If anvone feels led to send them a
small donation of sponsor one of them for any amount such as 525 a month they
conld do this through the TPay Website. .. and Tony could give anyone the address-
25 and prison munbers of his fellow nesdy Seminary students.

They would also be bleszed by the prayers of those of us on the ourside of the
prizom walls just a5 those of ns who have the privilers of corresponding with them
are blessad by their dedication to serving our Lord so effectivaly.

Harrietta Turmer
Jesns for Prisoners
707 Do Howell Foad
Spmce Pine, MC 2ETTT
fyinhi707(@pmail com

Harmietta Turner lives in Spruce Pine. She graduated from Tolane University
School of Sooal Work.

Tim's Treasures

prehended- tnat this one thing T do, forzettins those things which are behind and
reaching forth unto those things which are before,” Ome could say, God, moved W
past the pamful loss of his beloved, comdorting him m his final years with a sense
of peace. Looking back, it was as if God kmew the pain be suffered from losing his
life-long parmer In faking away his memory, he mizht have bost his momsical talent,
but he was slso afforded a few yesrs of peacefinl grace before he lefi this world. We
often only comprebend what we can see. Beneath that placid fagade of bleakmess,
we wimsssad who's to say LW, couldn't already ses the joy thet would f11 his sonl
on that bemitifol revmion day when he and Mara-T.on would mest azam on te far
distant shore of Jordan?

The memory of the Fabbit Song would remwrmn to teat yvoums man TW. tanghi so
long zzo every time he saw him in those final years.

That voume man woukd be me, Timothy Tron

As be had asked, I never menficned the song ot that i kiad been played. Reno
passed lonz before 1.W, so it was a memory only I camied with me.

ot many vears after TW.'s passing. I mentioned to Wendy sbout the song It was
the first time I had rold swyone, She replied “T°d like to et a copy of that from yon
someday. ™

Someday will come. My walk in farth has bured so mamy things in storaze. Un-
like the things we carmry, the memaory of that special evening has not been lost.

A tive goes by, the chil dren from that TAM program sre srowmg wp and meving
onin other parts of deeir ovm lives. Many of them had heard the story of the Fabbit
Song, ot few know the rest of the story. As they grow up and contione playing the
nmsic leammed from the stodent of TW, it is as if 2 part of I'W. Parsons continues on.
His legacy sall surviving mio the next generstion beyvond onr own. Those students
are 0w becoming teachers as well, camving on the tradition of learning by ear, play-
ing in the cld-ome way.

Yoz, the rabbits seem to ron mmach faster than they nsed too. These Blueridge
mountains sesm harder to climb.

In the comer sits nry fiddle, lovingly sizned on the back by T Parsons.

As the westher furns cooler, it takes me back to that little old shack behmd T
home where we =t underneath the light of tuat autmnn moeon . It's Smes fo rosn up
the how and play that fiddle hard  cawse T s memory will not be lost, his legacy
will inger on.

Let the rabbit um.

Thanks be to God.

Timathy W Trom lives in Collettsville, NC. with kiz fiomily. He iz the former
Director qf the Trail gf Faith in Faldese, where he still volunteers and heips with
tonrs. He wow teackes Mok full time ar Watauga High School in Boone. He ix

the author gf a new Christian serigs, “Children of the Light, ™ with tha first book
baing, “Bruecke to Heawen, ™ and kis recent book, being the second, “The Light im
the Darkness. ™ He iz an active blogger, artist, and musician. Iimothy also has a
BSEE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker: He can be reached at twiron(@iive com

. Broker '7&4: Gets Reswlts'

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
TACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

FOUAL HOUSSMHG
OFPORATUNITY

South of 1-40
3800 Sugar Hill Rd.
Marion, NC 28752
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 9 Reaitor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

v, WhilzonRealivicom | dennisw @ WhitsonHeally.com
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Baing a True Eccentric
Dr Tracy Jessup

"Happy are thoze whose kaelp & the God of Jacab, whose
hope iz in the Lord their God, who made bemen and earth,
fhe zaa, and all that iz in them, who keeps firith forever.. The
Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all genera-
fions. Praise the Lord. © —- Psalm 146:5-6, 10

In the Tume &, 2016 edition of Christian Centory, Peter
Marty, the magazime’s poblisher wrote an mimiguimg article entitled “The Tee
eccenimic ” Admittedly, I always had considered the word “eccentric™ 25 having
negative commotations. For exampls. when poogling synonyms for eccentric, ona
fimds words such as sbnormal imemnlar, odd, strange, peculiar, weird, bizams,
ouilandish and freakish

The epymology of the word “eccenitic™ comes from the comnbinstion of two
Greek words mesning, “out of center.™ It became an astronomdcal term in the
Adiddie Ages, when Copemicus discovered the elliptical orbits of planets revolv-
ing around the sun mstead of the earth

In the article, Mary suggests that an eccenftic exdsfence is one m which God
forms the center of life, becoming the axle of our self-understanding, as it were.
He wntes, “We go places in life when we mear God as our center and wiew
oursebyes as out-of-center and away from the place in which onby God rightfnlby
belongs. There i= 3 movement and meaning in a life of faith lved eccentricalby
But if we place purselves at the center of importance — our ego, prids, or achieve-
ments —we oo nowhere sipnificant spirimally speaking at least. The world sping
nuindlessly sround our self-mterests™ (p. 3).

The guestion for our considerstion is this: Who or what is the cenfer of our
liwesT If Christ is the center, we will appesr "ecceniric” fo the culre around us
because the zoals, ideals and valoes of this world often are at odds with those of
the Eingdom of God. As such, the follower of Christ will be & free eccentric in
this world, as we focns, not oo self, but oo Christ and his Kingdom.

Each of the last five Psalms begins and ends with the words, “Praise the Lord,”
bearing wimess to 3 life that is centered on God.” For example, Psalm 1446, reads,
"Praise the Lord! Praize the Lord, O my soul! I'will praize the Lord az long as
T ltve; Twill sing praises fo my God all my ijfe long™ (. 1-2). Then the writer
comtrasts God alongside powerfiol people who are exposed 2: being imadequate
centers. "D not puf your frust in princas, v morials, in whom there is no kelp.
Whan their breath departs, they return fo the earth; on that vary day thair plans
parish. Happy are those whase help is the God of Jacob, whoze hope is in the Lord
their God, whoe made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that &z in them, whoe beeps
Jaiih forever... The Lord will reien forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praize the Lord ™ (v 3-6, 110)

In the introduction fo his wansiaton of the book of Genesis, Bugene Peterson,
Writes, *‘Emdﬂnﬁhavtasmeufﬂ:eprmcynfﬂﬂd,mmﬂmgetnnght
zet life right, get our lives nght. Mot God ar the margins; not God as an opfion; not
Grod on the weekends. God at center and circumference; God first and 1ast; God,
God, God” (p. 18).

Prayer; Jasus, be the center of my life, from beginning to the end it will slways
be, if's always been Yo, Tesns™ (from the song “Tesus at the Cenper™ by Adam
Fanney, Israel Honghton, and Micah Bassey).

Located n the Morth Carolina foothills, Gardner-Webb University is a private,
Christian, Hberal arts university that prepares students to becooe critical thinkers,
effective leaders and compassionate servants in the global community. Emphasiz-
ing & stvong sedent-centered experience and rigorous acaderics, Gardner-TWebb
igmites learning and service oppormnities for undergradnate and graduate stadents.
Ienite your future at Gardner-Webb edu,

Iy Tracy Jessup serves as vice president for Christian Life and Semvice and senior
miInizier fo the Unnersity. He 5 a graduate of Gardner-Webb with a B4 in Music
arid earmed his M Div. degree ar Samferd Universitys Beazon Dhanity School. He
complened kis Ph.D. atf the Universipy of Nebraske-Lincoln. He aiso feaches in the
undergraduate department gf neligtous studies and enjoys the opporfunity fo serve
the local church through interim pasforates, pulpit suppdy, and preaching revival
sarvices. He and hiz wife, Tereza, have rwo childnen, Christian and Anna.

Reminder for the Season

By John McoCoury
Roan Mowntain, Tennessee

Aswe are getting ready for Christmas, we as Consumers
et quite 8 bit of belp from private and public agencies that
report to the public oo the guality of merchandise, the com-
parative value of products offered, how to get the most for
one's money, what scropulous practices to be aware of, and
the like With this information, the consumers can be more
discriminating Since God is ultimately the giver of all gifis, we are pot 5o omch
consmmers of bamanity's poods as we are
of God's, for He richly formishes everything
to enjoy. He blessed us with one affer the
other of his riches in the Holy Scrpiure. In
Deutsrononty 28-3 to § Moses writes of how
God wonld bless in the city, o their feld, of
the fimits of the gronnd and the incesse of
catile, of the fullness of their backet and even
of their storehonses— All are God's gifts. We
nead to be reminded of that offen. In the city
of Lysira, when 5t Panl bealed a crippled
mian and was abont o be revered as a god,
the apostle nrned the thoughis of the peoples
to the Lliving God who made beaven and earth
=nd sen and everything in them He has shoam kindness by giving yon ram from
heaven and crops in their seasons; He provides you with plenty of food mmd fills
your heants with joy" (Acts 14:15, 17). We are consumers also of spirinal blass-
ings, of which 5t Panl speaks eloquenthy in the opening verses of his latter to the
Ephesians 1-3” Blesred be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Cheist, who haih
Messed ws with all spiriiual Beszings in keavenly places in Cheist " Thank the
Lord for all His blessings we have received. Here is something to EEMEMEEEER.
for the season

I Thon shalt not leave "Christ™ ont of Christmas, making

it "Xmas." Tosome, "X" is unknown.

II. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas. Spend not so
mmch om gifis that thy soul is forgotien.

I Thou shalt not let Santa Claus replace Christ, thus
robhbing the day of its spiritesl reality.

IV, Thon shalt not barden the shop girl, the mailman and
the merchant with complaints and demamnds.

. Thon shalt give thysalf with thy zift. This will
mCrease its value a hundred fold, and be who receiveth
it shall treasare it forever.

W1 Thon shali not valhee gifts received by their cost. Bven
the least expensive may signify lowe, and that is more
priceless than silver and gold.

WVII. Thoun shalt not neglect the needy. Share thy blessings

with many who will po hongry and cold umless thow are
EEDSTONS.

VIIL Thoun shalt not neglect thy charch. Tts services
highlizht the frue mesnmg of the sezson.

T Thou chaltbe as s fittle child Wot until thon has
become in spirit as a little one art thon ready to enter
into the kingdom of Heaven

3 Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ. Let Him be 3t the
top of thy Christmas list.

John MeCoury is pasior gf Eversreen church in Roan Mountain, Tennessee and
aisa chaplain at Rean Highlands Nursing Center

* Hazardous Tree
Removal

= View Clearing

* Pruning

= Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

*» Bucket Truck Service

Certified Arborist + Insured ¢ Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Retlaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113
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Tipton Hill Community Foundation
Earns Regional Honor

By Jemnifer Ferre

Mitchell County

ASHEVILLE, MC The WHC Horors Avrards is bl
oa a §8-year-old fwadition of recognizing nural com-
and grasstoots solutions. These centers and clubs are
The culmination of this year's program ocomrred ata
hmncheon held on Satorday with 240 commuonity leaders from 13 connties and the
Eastern Band of Cherokes.

Communities of Promise receive a cash award of 51,000 and are chosen be-
canse of the initiatives implemented by the commnity that show promize and can
e replicated armand the region. Tipton Hill Community Foundation from Mitchall
County received this high accolade for expanding their community center and
the services it provides by adding an outdoor covered shelter to the back of their
facility. This new covered space provides a platform for multple actvities and
can accommedate 250 people. Their first ever community-wide Easter Egg Humt
mnhngem:c&&mﬂ:mrerlﬂﬂmmmnm?mmhas i sttendance. D‘llEtﬂllE
popularity, plans are to expand the |
event in 2019 and Tipton Hill bas al-
ready received a donation to pay for
the eges. In collshoration with the
Aditchell County Heslth Deparment
and the Center for Fural Heslth a
fiu shot clinics are held at the Tipton
Hill Commumity Center and the on-
at the center, prowides medical
seTvices to 9 patients,

“We shounld all be gratefol for the
into makingz the mounmins a place
we can all be prond to call home ™
shared JTennifer Ferre, Interim Diirec-
for. “For over &% years, the WINC
Honoers procram has setved as an
inspiration for confimnng and repli-
CAfnE COMIMInIcy suocess.”

Generpus sponsorships from
Harrsh's Cherokee Casino Fesort,
Harrsh's Valley River Casing &
Hotel, Biltmore Farms, Inc_, Duke  (Back row) Tipron Hill Community mem-
Energy, The McChire Fund, First bers Patsy Griffith, Kit Faulk, Arvene Bywd,
Eiﬁmﬂmklﬂm,mi:m wmmﬂmmw_}
Farm Buoreau, Caroling Farm Credit, prezented the Comemuniiy gf Promize dwand
Wells Fargo and Mew Belziom by Lumpy Lambart with Harrah & Falley
Brewing brought in 538, 500 o Rivar]
award m the §4 comrmumity centers
and clubs in the region

Commounity centers and clobs across the mountain region voluontanly partici-

pate in the snmmal cash awards program by submitting an application to WHNC
Commnnites, a2 nooprofit dedicated to siratagies to mprove miral comanmity life.
The &4 comrmmities mvolved this year represent over 5,000 volontesrs with an
impressive 166,500 hours in outreach programs dedicated to education, health,
conservaton and events highlizhting the moumtain’s great art, craft, and nmsic
mraditions. as well as collsborative effors with government churches, comnmanity
collepes, nomprofits and sroall businesses. In addition, the collective fundraising
effiorts of thess communities brought in over one million dollars for everything
fromm neighbor helping neizhbor to foed pantries, community sardens. school sup-
plies, senjor meal sites, military honorarims, preserving mountain beritaze and
funds dedicated to the upgrades and maintenance of these mral beacons known as
ORI Centers,
Tax ID# 56 07977680 WNC Conpmmities supporis sustainable econormic develop-
ment opporimites that are nnique to each commmanity while together developing
sirategies that mprove conommity life. For more information visit Wi, Wi oom-
ONImiHes. org

Jennjfer iz the Mtarim Director of TNC Commamiier Foundanion.

First Baptist Church of Marshall
By Buddy Freeman

Awoman fells ber friend, “MMy husband bonght me 3
o0 Ting the other day. When I'm in a good mood, it
tums zreen. When I'm in 2 really bad mood, it leaves
8 red mark on his forebead.™

A reacher in Eentucky asked her third grade students
to name the seasons of the vear and puat them in order.
67% of the students pave these ansaers g 1) Squirrel sesson; (2) Deer Seazon; (3)
Fabbit sezson; and () University of Kenmucky Basketball Season.

Abarglar entered the home of 3 Quaker. The Cuaker beard a noise, took his
shotzun down stairs and found the urglar, He aimed his gun and said gently,
“Froend, I mean thee no harm, but thon standest where I am about to shoot.™

Diid yon hear the coe abowt the ministers who formed a bowling team? They
call themsabves The Holy Follers,

The Sunday School Teacher asks, “Mow, Johnny, tell me frankly do you say
your prayers bafors eating™ Mo Mam ™ little Tohany replies, “ I don't have to.
My Dfonm is 3 good coak ™

A little boy was attending his first wedding. Afier the setvice, his consin asked
him “Hiow many Wollen Can 8 man mamy? “Sixtesn” the boy responded. His
cousin was amazed that be knew the answer so quickly. “How do you know
that™ “Easy,” the Linle boy said, “All you have to do is add it up, like the
Preacher said “4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, and 4 poorer™

A little boy was waiching his father, a pastor, write a sermon. He asked, “How
do you know what to sav? His father said “Why God tells me ™ The boy asked,
“oh, then why do vou keep crossing things ot ™

I Buddy Freeman iz now Serving as the pastor af First Baptist Church of Miar-
shali, NC.

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new adult and pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your entire family.

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY
HEALTH PARTHNERSHIP

We Accept Medicaid, Medicare, and Most Insurance

We Hawve A Sliding Scale Program If You Are Uninsured
Or Meed Help Paying For Your Care

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Celo
675-4116

Bakersville

GEE-2104
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

O T OUR e
o Ok,

=]

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
. recycling for a cleaner cﬂmmumty

%<9 and a greener environment, %Q

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions

to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Marlene's Meditations

Pack Your Timbrel!
By Marlene Houk
Burke Counry

When my denghier became an elementary music feacher, T
enterad 3 new world of unknown mosicsl instruments. What a
delight to discover the cabaza (See Movember 2018 amicle ) the
kalimba, the willesnn pipes, steel dnumms, glockenspiels, bam-
boo geej, (3 Hmong Instmument), the wdn (an idiophone from
Wigena), and on the list goes. God, our Creator, ks desigped us to pursue, enjoy, and
praise Him with nmesic. In addision, when we sing Bible verses, rote memorization is
reinforced by wilizing 3 different part of the braim.

“Dinsic stiromlages all bram regions that ame considered the core of emptional pro-
cessing ™ says Dir. Jon Lieff, {3 pioneer in geriatric paychiatry, and a specialist i the
mgiacenfpﬁtmatrymmlug amd medicine). These sreas nclude the Avwvyedala,
Muclens Arounbens (MAY, and the Hippocampos alons with cotical remioms of the
cortex. According to Dr Lisff, n the Antygdala happy mnsic encmmages goal-direct-
ed bebaviar, The Muclens Acoumbens enablas us to feel the pleasurs of nmesic, bt it is
also comected fo many ofher artical regions of the brain. ﬂnenfﬂﬁeiiﬂ:emﬂ:itm.r
cortex that is related to hearing. Music belps the Hippocampuas to recover from stress.
D Lieff states, “The power of nmsic is miricately related to the earliest survival activ-
ity. This can be seen in nmisic's great mportance for cobesion m all societies.™

The God whe created nmsic consmamed Miram, the older sister of Moses, to praize
I=rselites throngh the dry path of the Fed Sea that (God had made, He allowed the Isra-
elites to pass thoonsh safely bt drowmed every Epypiisn soldier. This shimning victory
and legendary triumph cansed Moses to respond with 2 song of praise. Then Binam
repeats the “thomes™ of his song, zrabbing her timbrel and leading 2 group of Gencaly
Exodus 15:20-21 And Miriam the prophes-
es3, the sister of Asron, took a tmbrel in her
hand; and a1l the women went out afier her
ancswered them, Sing ye to the LOBRD, for
be hath mmphed gloriowsly; the horse amd
his rider hath be thrown inte the sea.

hliriam imvhritively and spirinlby
responded to her peaple’s joy at the amaz-
ing miracle of their sumvival that God had
orchesmrated Her joy knew no hounds. The
el is 8 non-pitched percussion instnument that encourages rinythen with its high
happy soumd and silvery joviil notes. Thid she know what Dr Lieff did” Whether che
did or not, she responded 1o her heart's desire to praise the God of Abrahem for deliv-
ering them from certain death. The following is a list of Dr Leiff’s findings on joydal
Corporate music and in italics is the spirimal analogy.

= Bfusic relesses dopamine, a chermical that enabies movement. Happry missic is
being used currendy for Parkinson's patients o belp them move,

Minzic empowered the Ismaelites o move toward the land et God had promised them,
= Iviusic enahles a proup of people to be cohesive and nnified . bonding duean wit
resulting feslines of love and joy. It encourspes people to trast and cooperste as well
&5 to interact with esch other

Ninzic helped the Israelites to work together to provide, protect, amd nurhure the ap-
proximately 2 4 million Israelie neation.

= bdusic can decresse tension and conflicts and increase empathy becaise of shared
EXpETiEnCes,

With many opportanites for the devil to Increase bickerng and hostilities, nnesic
provided a simple sohition to reduce his influence m daily Life.

= Iylusic fulfills people’s need to belong.

Win=ic assisted the newly libersted people to define themselves and provide a sewse of
identity for mdividuals.

= hviusical activities are critical for survival of the conrmnmity, enconrazme heanme amd
CODUTYtTIETT.

The plezsurable result of wmsic acmally conmiboted to the surival of the Israslites.

= hiusic helps to replace the brain cells destrorved by stress, and these new bram cells
are connected with attachment and tender fealings. Muosic can decresse siress by
deressing cortised o the HPA system.

In the siresses of mavelng throush enemy termitory, fighting dee daily challenzes
for food and shelter, and fear of tomomow, nmsic enabled the Isrzelites to renew their
piyvsical brains to make these life and death stmiggles easier

= Ilusic belps us to realize we are part of something bizger.

(rpd was forming A nation in preparation for the Savior of the world. MMusic helped
them to realize God's plan for the raslites.

The tirnbral {or tmbourine-the western eguivalent) is made from mary different
tvpes of wood, plastic, metal. or other masenials. There are many different sizes. and it
can be made with a covering over the circle wsing it 25 3 dnme. The spunds ans myse-
rious, happy, joyful excitine and exultant. Children and adule are bodh drawn to this
simple mstmmyent popular since aucient tnmes.

Mlirtam is teaching us to include prasewonty music inoour lives as 2 simple plea-
surable way to obey our LOBD), renew our phoysical streneth, snd become powerfinl
men and women of fasth for His ghory! God tells us to praise Him snd then makes it
easy and enjoyvable.

So, as Beth Moore, imternationslly known Bible smudy leader says, pack your tim-
bral! Becauze now we know, mnsic = powerfol, snd prasmg the TOBRTY with nmnsic is
shbsolutely crtical to the Christan life.

Mariene Houk iz a regular coniributor to Blue Ridee Christian Nows. Her passion
Iz fo delve deeply into the truchs of Bible women and to dizcuss those in Bible

Studves called Rackstage Pass to Bible Women. She and her husband discover joy,
mriure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marienehoukigbelisouh. net
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Grace Cc
Seeing Beyond the Walls of the Cave

By Jemmry Lewis
MeDowell Conmiy

Eing Diavid's early years as king were anything but
ideal Anoimted by Samuel, David domned no roval robe,
saf on no ommate throne. Father, be retamed to the fields
as a shepherd boy. Then came his most famous nioment,
when with 2 single sling and stone he killed Golizth the
giant. Saml, the sitting king, became insanely jealous. David ran fior his life. Info &
CEVE.

Psalm 37 is written while David is looking at the dark walls of a cave. There is
no palace, no servants, no accoumements fit for a king. He's nmning for his life,
not mnning the kingdom_ Out of that cave Diavid writes:

Be merciflel to me, O God, be merciful fo ma,
Jor in you my soul takes reflge;
i the shadow g your wings I will take rgflige,
nill the storms af destruction pass by
1 oy ot 1o od Mozt High,
o God who fulflils his purpose for me.
Hi will send from bemaen and save me;
e will put to shame ki who tramples on me. Selah

Ood will send our kis steadfast love and ks farthfiuinezs! (Fraim 57:1-3, E5F)

In fear, David cres out 1o God for mercy. In faith, David sees beyond the walls
of the cave. "Be merciful to me . God who fulfills his purpose for me" Somehow
David kmows that caves come before crowns, pain often precedes one's purpose.

Xy zowl iz in the midst af lions;
T lie down amid flery beasis—
the children of man, whoze teeth are spears and arrows,
whose fongues are sharp nwords.
B exalted, O God, above the hemeens!
Lot your glory be over all the earth! (Psalm 37:4-3, E5T)
Diavid was real abourt hiz siruatfon. Bayond the walls af the cave Saul waited for
David, mapped mside. But David zaw beyand Saul: be zaw a God who was above
Ris cove, even above the heavens. David continues.
They sef a net for my sfeps;
my sonl was bowed dowe
They dug a pit in my way,
but they hanoe failen inte &t themselves. Selah
Ady heart is steadfast, O God,
my heart iz steadgfast!
Twill sing and make melody!
Awake, my giory!
Awake, O harp and hre!
T will awake the dmen!
I will give thanks fo you, O Lord, ammong the peaples;
Twill simg praises fo you among the naiions.
For your steadqfast love is grear fo the hamaans,
vour faithfilness to the clouds (Pralm 57-6-18, E5F)

Though the cave was dark, somehon Diavid's heart was not. His soul was
bowed doram, bat his heart wras steadfast His "Twill" penetrated the darkness of
the cave with a vision of the glory of God! David sang in the cave. And in doing
so, he s bevond it If you ever sing "ameng the nations" you will have to sing
"m the cave” first. And what will be the theme of vour song? The steadfast love
and faithfolness of God.

David vltimately wrote 73 of the 150 Psalms. . his first ones were written in the
cave., Sing today in the cave. One day you will wear 3 coownL

Jarry Lawis s Semior Pastor at Grace Commnniy Church in Marion.
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Red Kibbon Week 2018
Bw Tarm Leiser
Mirchell Couniy

Since s moeption n 1928, mdllions of people around the world
have participated in the Fed Fibbon Week Campargr and local
vauth are no excaption. Tha MMitchell Yancey Substance Abuse
Task Force, a program of Parmer’s Alizned Toward Health and
PHA prevention services sponsorad Fed Ribbon Week activites
awd events in schools acrass Mitcheall and Vancew Conntes.

In 1985, angered by the marder of DEA Agent Enngue Ca-
miarens, parents and voutk in commanunities across the comamy bezan weanng rad
ribbons as & symbol of their comminneant (o raising swareness of the destecton
cansed by dmugs in the United States. In 1988, the Manenal Famely Parmership
sponsored the first officizl Matoas]l Rad Fibbon Celebraton. Tadsy, the Bed Bib-
bon Campaizo serves as a catalyst to mobilize communites fo educate voutk snd
EnCaurage participation mw dmg prevention acnvines

Smdenrs foom Appalachian Youth to Yourk (2 youth empowermuent initativa
of the Tazk Force) raised awareness in Mitchall and Yancey middle schools by
sharing drg prevention facts durins morming aunoancements and hostus @hles
during lvech. Throngh ther leadership, Appalachizn YVouth to Youth members
inspired over 350 studants to sign the drue fee pledse. To fother unite smdets
in the zosl of being dmg fres, voutk )
alzo banded out wristbands in the
schools with this vear's Fed Fibbon
Week theme — Life is Yo JTourney,
Trawvel Dmug Frae

T e tozether the messages of
F.ed Fibbon Week and 1o empower
stdeats o infinence others with
their drog free choices, the task
force and PHA brouwght natonally
Enown speaker Deldarco Fomby to
Zive presentations in the neddls and
high schools of Mitckell snd Yancey
Countias, Throngh his musical tzlent,
comnady, aed life experences. Fomby
epcouraged studens o find their
paszion in Lfe and wse it to make a difference o the world. especially for dmz
preventon

The Mirchell Yapcey Substance Abuse Task Force and Parmer's Aligped To-
ward Health are thankfol for the support of MMirchell and Yancey County schools,
PHA Prevention Services for finavcial support, and Mountzin Commmnity Health
Parmershep (MCHP) for providing funding for the purchase of Fed Fibbon Week
bracalers for eack smdent

Teywi Leizer is the Jourh Toam Aahvisor for Appalachian Touth fo Touh,

Bridge42 Church

Four Things the World Needs
to See from the Church

By Tason Koon
Burke County

Tha Armerican Church seems 1o be 1o a stae
of declme. apd while this isn’t the first ime m
Arnerican history thar wa have dealf with this,
there is no gueston someiens is wrong io the
Charch todsy. People ara leaving in droves and
A majernty of those who remam report that they rarely or never experience God at
Charch Thds 1= the third smmicle in a series looking at what the world n=eds to ses
from the Church if we'te going o remain relevant in the comung decade.

Unity

When Warin Luther natled his 83 theses to the door of the Whitenburg Ca-
thedral in 1519, thera wera two denominations, Catholics 1o the West and Or-
thodox in the East. Chver the newt 500 yaars the Western Charch would split and
splinter to the pomnt that, as of 2001, thare weare 33 230 Christizn deppminations
worldwide This doesn't even includs the MNoo-denonuratonal movemsnt, which,
let’s ba homest, has quickly becoms a separate denominaton. MNow, it's not that
the people who gotus 1o this point wers wrong or evil, all this was borz out of 2
dasire to know, believe, and live according to the muth of God's Word. Fegardless
of the origins of the problem, however, we mmst adonds that we do kave & signifi-
cant problem, and the world aronnd ws recognizes it 5o, what can we do o fix
it7 How can The Church hold to the tuth in wnety 83 we are conunanded o do by
Scripture?

The first key to ity 13 standieg fiom on God's moth. People cap cooperate with
v parson or growp with aoy worldvisw from ary backeround, but Belizvers can
only kave biblical waty with other believars. There ara mawy, i our world teday,
who —with good intentions — are seeking to buld nvterfaith aniry outstde of Chris-
nanity. And while I believe we must pursuee wdny; this approach is flawed o its
core. [fwe are to be unified for the canse of The Gospel, we moest buld onr vy
on the Biblical Gospel We must not be afraid fo be dogmanc where Scripmre is
doEmatc.

However, we tnst also be willing to be flexible where Scripnuoe s fexible
Thers are many ssnes which Scripiure leaves up to conscience For example, we
are coanmanded to live rightecus and sober lives, bt whar does thar look like in
everyday lifaT The Bible leaves roomn for conscience on 1ssues such as Alcobol
consumnption F-rated movies, four-lemer words, styles of mnsic and drass, and
many others. Scrprure does give ns basic, hearm-atimde puidelines to follow, bt
leaves the spacifics up tous

Thare are mamy docminal issnes where this bolds one az well. Mot every
opinion I held is correct, and I mmst never sacrifice Biblical watty on the alar of
personal docwinal preferences. Tssues like high-clorch versus low-chianch, Cal-
vindsim versus Arnndaninn, of epd-timas speciiics are waorthy of discuszion and
dabate, but we should naderstand these debates as family meenngs rather than as
theolezical border walls

Ce of the most conumoa objectons the wnchurched world bas toward Chuach
iz the parception of armogance. dogmansm, and division within the Church. And to
an extent, thev're pot all wrong, many Chrizstians and Churches have eamad their
repumations for bamg divisive. However, as the world zrows more and more post-
Christan we are gomg to guickly realize that we don't have the tirme, resouocas,
or eperzy to wasta oo endiess dispute apd division. We are poing to have to come
tazether in the pame of Tesus aud commit oursalves te work together to tzke the
ospel into the World, so that all may come to know Him,

Jazon Koon 15 Pasier of Bridged 2 Church in Morganion, NC.
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1 Baptist Church

Replacing Frenzy with Worship:
Keeping the Focus in Christmas
By Pazior Dan Quralo

Burke Cowng

In Duke 1003842, Luks reconds sn exchange that took place
bietwresn two sisters wamed Martha and Mary. We leam from
other acconnts (g2 Joko 11:1) that these two sisters along with
thed broher, Lazamis, ved o the villaze of Bethany, 3 toam
just outside the ciny of Temsalem. Om dhis pargoular day, ey
biad a very special Guest amiive at their bouse — Jesus Himself
Chee can only imagine de excremnent and the desire o have evenyiuing perfect for the
Cree they loved so dearly, Mamba was basy sbout 2l the preparations of serving o the
point dat tee Bible teaches that “Matha was cusebared abour much semmne. " The word
ommizered sugzests that ber amention was drscted form ooe dring to anodier Smaply put.,
she was distractad and overburdensd with her work. Although her intentions were good,
bt miswtions became 3 hindrancs as bar foous was placad on the wrong dings. As sha
covtmied samving snd becoonin e more overbarderad, she noticed Mary was smmply
sitimz at the fest of Jesus. Evemmaally, she could t=ke it no longer snd said, “Lomd dast
thon mot care Saat pyy sinier harh Igft me fo serve alone” Wd Far chargione that she help
mg. " Waries's mproper priodtes (ombered about monch serving) led o e impropsar
percepton (Lord, dost thow not care?) which then resulted moan iroproper solutvon (id
bt therefore that she help me). Jesis senderly comected Marhs and evplained that she
was amedons and woublad over many things, Tams then made ap impartan: observaton
easily overlooked: “But opes thing is peedfinl * hiamba was distraced Som te necessarny
by the mmnecassary. She allonwved her busyness to distract her froan duat whoch was most
mptalt sinting ar the feet of Tasus,

Az we approech the Chrisamss season we approach what has become the Iusisst time
of the year 5o many avents apd fesrvities clamer for ovr amenton. Crften by the end
of this time of vear, people sinply collapse m exhanston. [t 53 ey 1o s0ck a magnst oo
onr car that savs “Tesus is the reason for the season” or “Fesp Christ in Christmas™; yet
Twonder how tsey of those same people have allowed the busyness and demands of
the sezson to siderack thean fom that which &z mest important. As the shepherds amived
ar the manger scene they worshiped. When the hazi amived, ey worshiped. When
evervoae had lefi Mary pondered 2l these things in ber beart. The foons was muly oa
Tzmns apd nothing el

This Choismass, I vrze vou 1o spend e in worship aed sdoradon of JTesus, the cenpar
of Chrsmas, Spend time 3t tee fees of Temns, pondaring the incradible Gift thar God sent
e this world o redeem migekind for sin. Allew vour hears 1o be fillad with worslip
£ the Choe wortny: of 2l praise.

Pazior Dan Qurello 5 pasior Morganion Bapiist Church. Chack us ot on our
wabsitg Waw morganiondapiizingt or find s en Facebook and TouTube.

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
attect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson
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We want ro thank all our customers and wish
vou Merry Christmas and Happy and Blessed

New Year!
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SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM « MON-FRI

"our only nonprofit, ecal, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road,; Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronnleg@hospiceofyancey.org
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Think Not?

By Jim Husking
MeDonwall Coumiy

We all know the joke about a maveler asking for
directions and being told something like, “You can't
gef there from here. you have to start in Steuben-
ville.” That story is funny becase it stereorypes ignorance. It is also profound
becmise it underscores the fact that where we end up depends partly on whers we
he'él;-nﬂ:n want to honaor the Crestor are on 3 jourmey toward a specific destma-
tion: eternity m His presences. The Bible describes that road as 3 narmow, difficult,
path which few find, and fewer successfinlly negotiate, at even a casual overview
of modern Christisnity gives the impression that we have many ways to God, and
most of them are ezsy and crowded. Both descriptions cannot be accurate.

This confision exists becaise many Christians start with the notion that “zrace”
makes pbedience unnecessary. Wew cooverts are told that they can live any way
they want, and God will invariably “save™ them. The ooy way o draw such on-
hiblical concnsions is to “start™ with inadeguate, out of context, understanding of
passazes including Acts 15 and certnin of Paul's teachings.

We know from scripture that Panl was misinterpreted in the early days of the
Church. “decount that the longzyfferme gf our Lord it sahvafion; even as our be-
loved brother Pawl alzo accordimg fo the wisdom given unte him hath weitten wnto
you; Az also in all his goisties, speaking in them gf theze thingz, i which are zome
ttamgs hend fo be umdersiood, which they that are wnlemrmed and wstable wrest,
as thaey do also the athar soripaores, unte thelr own destruciion. ™ (2 Peter 3:15.16)
If Paul’s teachings were misinterpreted by coofentporanies of the same culiure and
lanzuagze, what are the chances that we who are remnoved by 20 much tme and
distance have also misunderstopd?

What if we started our faith joumey somewhere other than Paul and a docimine
that must be described as cheap zrace? What if we began with the unambizuons
teaching of the Son of God?

Jesus says: “Think mot that T am come to destroy the lms;, or the prophets: Tam
not coma fo destroy, bt fo fuffill. For vertly I say unto vou, Til heaven and earth
pass, on jor or one titthe shall in no wize pass fhom the s, 800 @il be fulfilled ™
(Mdarhew 5:17,18) The word manslared “1aw™ is the Gresk word “nomas™ (also
rendered “nomia™) nsed in the Greek Mew Testament and the Sepiuagzint to Tans-
Late the Hebrew word “Torsh.™ Torah is God’s instoctions for living found i the
first five books of the Bible. Jesus teaches that, a5 long as Heaven and earth remain
even the smallest puncmation mark in Torah will remain in effect. How could Paul
possibly teach the opposie?

To nnderscore his point, Fesns comes back to this issue in Mabthew 7-21-23:
“Nat everyone that saith wnto me, Lord, Lowd, shall entar into the bngdom of
haavan,; bur he theat doesh the will g my Father which is in heanam. Moy will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied m iy name? and i thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderfid works ™ _dnd then
will I prafecs wato them, I naver new you: depart from me, ve that work miguin. ™

The ETW translates a5 “iniquity™ the Gresk word “snomia * If's “nomia”—Greek
for Torab—coupled with the prefix “a™ which means “withont ™ On the day of
Judgment, many who thought they were doing his work—prophesying, casting out
demons, deing wenderful things, all in His name—aill hear Fesus say, “Dapart
Jrom me you who rgfised fo beap Torah. Tou ave lawlasz ™

We are taught from the cradle that Jesus “fulfilled” Torah so that we do not have
o, bt that's not what He said. The word ranslated “fulfill™” in Matthew 5:17 is
“pleroo” which mesns “proclaim fully.” It dees WOT mean “make frelevant.” Paul
does not teach that Fesus did away with Torah. Diving so would contradict our Mes-
gigh It wonld be presenting a “different™ Jasus.

The fact that we need to obey Torah is stated many fimes in the Wew Testament,
mchading ssveral by Panl I close by mentoning three calls to Torsh found in Bev-
elation, each from the mouth of Tesus: In 12:17, the dragon (satan} makes war on
the sead of the true Church: those who “keep the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ.™ Chapter 14 verse 12 defines God's saints as “rhay
thar Fegp the commuandmeants qf Cod, and the firith of Jesus.” And Revelation 22:14
says. “Blessed are they that do his commmandmenits, that they may have right io the
tree af e, and may enter in through the gates o the city. ™

In spite of what you've been taaght, God's Torah is meither a burden nor a curse.
It is His divine instmction for how we who are saved by grace should bve. Jesus
told ws m Mamhew 28:19, 20 that we are to each everyone to keep Torah. He
underscored the poimt in Fobn 14:15 by saying. “Ifvou love me, keap my command-

It is impossibls fo begm with Fesus and conclude with the conviction that He
revoked Torah, Jesus never told us to stop thinking. We will not ba able fo use the
excuse that somepne tanghi ns incomectly. Those condemned m Matthew 7:23
they discover the emor of following empiy raditions of men rather than the clear
imstructons for living given by our Heavenly Father

Obedient Heart Fellowship believes that the enfite Bible is troe and relevant. We
accept salvation by grace through faith in Tesus, and we atempt to love and serve
Him by keeping his conumandments, We meet each Sabbath—Seventh Dhay—ar
Abba's Honse, 72 South Main Street in Marion. 10000 AR B28-460-T913

Jim & Bevardy Huskins ane membars af Obedrent Hearr Fellowzhip.

1) Colirisl s

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Breakfast » Lunch
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DT'S BLUERIDGE JAVAY
COFFEE SHOP'S CAFE.

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Lirrle Onr Of The Nay, But ALOT Less 1o Pay”

OFE THE
e PURGHASESPRIGES

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

g d
Jonsere

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58 @ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25/@ frontier.com

Ie are of Ged, hittle chaldven, and have evercome them:
because grearer is he that is in you, than he that 15 i the

world 1 Johwn 4:4
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Catawha River Baphist Association
Toy Store 2018
hionday, December 3 — (& am — 8 poa)
Tuesday, December 4 — (& am — 4 pm)
Wednesday, December 5 — (8 am — 2 pm)
Are you searching for a way to serve God locally? Consider spending time as a wol-
umbeer with our Association’s Annus] Toy Store held at Swmmit Commnnity Clhuooch.
Ways vou can Sena:
= Wiohmtser 33 a shopper to help parents shop for toys
» Dionate new toys or stocking shffers.
* Provide meals and snacks for our swesome volunteery
= Serd monetary donations to CRBA
= Pray with parents as 3 Prayer Parmer
= Pray for our volnnteers and the fansilies we are serving
= Help set np on Sundsy, December Ind a1 1:30 pm. at Sooomit Comnmamity
Church. This i also a wonderfol project to mmrolve your youth growp!!!
= Translate/mierpret for fmilies with mimimal English speakine skills.
= Serve 35 4 gresier,
= Help clesn-up
If wou are willing to donate or serve at Tov Store, please contact the CRBA office at
8284370137
Toy Store Meads

= Toys 512-515, Candy, Tooth Brushes, Tooth Paste, Kindle Fire BT Toys, Socoer
Balls, Bareries (444 AA C T, Vohmieers, Funding

The chirches of CRBA are concemed with the vast dmg sbuse present in Burke
county and we want to help by beginning a Celebrate Recovery ministry. If God has
put this type of burden on your beart and you are willing to help ns begin and lead
fhiis mindstry, please giveus a call at 825-437-0137. Yon may also contact Fobby at
renithmcrbanc.org. Your help and prayers are greatly appreciated

Corinth Baptist Charch will present a Live Mativity (Drive thou) on Fridsy MNow.
30, Saturday Diec_ 1. and Sunday Dec. 2. 6 pm to 8 pom. each evening. Cormth
Bapiist Chorch is located at 7929 West BT 10 Hory, Vale, HIC 28158 (1/2 mile west
of Banoak Elementary School). In addition to the Live Matgvity, light refreshments
will be mrailable n the Falloarship Hall and crafts for children. The event is FEEE
and open to the public. For more information, contact the church office at Tl--362-
1547.

Creat Hope Seventh Day Adventist Chuarch The Porks over Enives movie will be
shown at fhe 0ld Fiock School's Waldensizn Foom (dosmstairs) in Valdese Thars-
day, Janmary 3, 700 pon. This is a film that can save your life! The film featumes
leading expents on heslth deat will have people talking for years. Do voursslf a faver
for the pew year and s=e this movie and imvite others to come, oo, A love ofermg
will be taken fo cover expense!

Feversing {& preventing) Diabetes Classes will azain be offered for § Mondays,
Tammary 7 throuzh Febmary 11, §:00 pm. Scientific evidence will be shared ima
group sefiing, along with bealthy and tasty food samples. These classes are worth
nmach bt are offered free at the Great Hope Seventh-dsy Adventist Chorch at 2007
US Hwy 70 in Dyexel (aooss from the Foothills Thoft Store). Class size is Bmited
so please pre-register by calling Sharrym at 328-334-0084.

Alorganton Seventh-day Adventist-Borke Coanty
place on Saturdsy, December 15, 2018, at 11:00 a.m. There will be a fellowship
hach o followr! 2187 Jamestown Foad, Morganton, M.C. Everyone is weloome!

The Sibver Creek Adventist School will be having 3 Fundraiser Dimner & Christ-
mas Progmm on Wednesday, December 19, 201 8. Dimmer will bagin at 530 pm
followed bry the Chrisonss Program st 7:00 pm Everyone is welcome! Located at
2187 Jamestovwm Foad, Morganton, IW.C.

The Morganton Sevenfh-day Adventist Church®s former Compmmity Senvice
Thuift Store is BE-DPENING 35 The Giving Heart Thrift Shop! Located at 402 East
Mhain Street mn Glen Alpime, M/C. 28628, The new store will be open on Thesdays
end Tharsdays from 10-:00 am. to §-00 pm. Like us on Facebook (thegivingheart-
thrfishop

The Giving Heart Thrift Shop will be offering senthy nsed ( brand new clothes of
all sizes and for all ages! Aswrell 22 fomimes and small bome moods!

MicDhowell Conmty

CarePariners: Want to make a difference. touch lives, and impact your compn-
nity? If so, several Viohmtest opportunities are availshle in the following positons!
Administrative Office Volunteer, Pattent Family Support Vohmiesr, Beresvement
Support Volunteer, We Hooor Veterans Volonteer, Specizl Events Volonteer, and a
newly added position, Pastoral Care Volunteer! For more information shout thess
positions, plesse contact CarsParmers Hospice and Pallestve Care AcDowell Viol-
unfeer Services Department af 828-652-1318 ext 303. You can make zn everlasting
mpect with just 8 few hours of your times a weelk! Call today to leam miore!

Crozs United Methodist Church - Mew Commmmity Chatreach Benefits McDowell
Farmilies with Children
Teens for Christ B.EA R Closet

(Baby Eqguipment aid Fesource Closet)

Baginmimz Wednesday, Anzust 1st, 20018 the youth group at Cross United Biath-
odist Clnarch loczted st 85 West Cross Street in Marion will lannch 3 new outresch
minisoy benefiting fanilies with children The outreach will be open the 15t and 3rd
Wednesdays of the month 4:00 to0 630 pm. and the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 9:00 m
11:00 a.m. For more information or if you are interested in woluntesr oppormoities
call (B28) B03-E790 or email TeensforChnstBEAR closet@yahoo.com.

Asheville Street Baptist Church is in need of a pianist. Please call Lynn Burmetie at
B23-230-242] for more information.

Firzt Bapfist AMorpanton comently has 55 adolt choir robes duat they wiould like to
make gvailable to another charch, If your cinarch is interestad plaase contact David
Thayer (g 818-437-2544 ext. 16.

First Bapfist of hManon - Fresh Fraser Fir Chrisimas Wieath Fundraiser 247 Door-
Size = 520 Each Purchass Yours Today! Wiresths will amive on Monday, December 3
Cmce again fresh Fraser fir wreaths from Avery Coumty are fior sale fo raise money fior
FBC mission wips, inchding purchasing mimistory supplies and balping our college
studemts mavel to Ukraine. To reserve your wresths, plezse see one of the adult or col-
lege smdent mission tesm members or contact the Church COffice.

AlcDhowell DES is meking preparation for Chrisonas and once agam requestine
donations for our elderly and disahled clients. B wou wonld like to make a donstion,
smne suggestions are; Monetary donatsons, snack foods (such as Little Diebbie cakas,
snack crackers, raisins, gom or canned donks), toileimes (Jotons, teothbrshes, tooth-
paste, hair bmshes, combs), blankets, throws, gloves, hats, socks, towels, washcloths,
coshnne jewelny and magsznes. We will collect donatsons oafl the first of Decem-
ber Donations may be placed i the container ontside the Lobiny.

Hioof Prints for Hope Toy Dirive — This is FBC's fournth vear participating in this
local toy diove sponsored by The Vess Family, They hawe expenienced firsthand
Chriztmas im the hospital with their danghter, Amwmber Please consider donsting & mewar,
mwrapped toy for children spending Chrstmss m the bospital Consider purchssing
pame cards headphones, hand-held games adult colormg books amd pencils, et for
older kids and teenamers. Toys mach s dolls, puzsles, coloring books and crayons, toy
cars, shaffed amimals, etc. for children pewbom and np. Doestions Dhae Wednesday,
December 124

Belize Alizsion Trip Febmary 3-12, 2019 FBC's relationship with the Baptsts of Be-
lize will contimae this winter by sending 2 mission feam o work in the westerm region
of the comiry. Our constmucton crew will contivme work on the Santa Elena Bapiist
Primary School, belping complete a second story addidon. The medical tesm will
provide free medical climcs to underserved commmmities near the Guarermalan Bor-
der, where there is 3 large imonigrant population. Cror tesm will stay i Santa Elena
&t the Amnads Hotel The wesk will end with two nights at San Pedro on the coast.
Funds to cover our minisery costs are alveady raised However each team member
provides their own travel costs, which 1s estimated st %1, 100 per person, covermg
zirfare, ground tansportation, lodzing, infemational fravel insurance, T-shint, and
mast meils. For more detailed information, promotional fiyers are available near

the Chapel or see Scoft Hazgaman. A mimmyam of 10 persons are peaded o lmmch
this mission trip with 2 meetinnm pomber of 25, A valid passport & equired, which
should not expire withm & months of mavel. Begisiration Formm and $100

Mitchell County

Bear Creel: Baptist Churnch
Women's Prayer Breakfast Dec 14th 8:am 3t DT s
Celebrate Becovery
This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving bip and belp for men women
and families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wisejm 385-0061
There will be a meeting every Thuarsday night with someone there to falk o men,

Blue Ridge Begional Hospital imvites you fo Cookies with Santa. Parents are
imiited to bring children to this free event 1o take their own photos with Santa. Apple
cider, coloring activites, goodies and more will be provided. 12:00 to 1:30 Samrday
Deecember Sth

The United MMethodiv Mitchell Yancey Parrich and Bakersville Baptict cinonches
will have a joint candlelizht Chrstmss eve service at 7200 pm oo Dec 3441 The ser-
vice will be beld at Bakersville Baptist church on Michell Ave. n Bakersville. This
SETVICE IS open to everyone. Please join s as we celebrate our Lord's birds.

CGrassy Creelk Baptist Chnrch in Spruce Pine invites you to thedr Christmas Can-
tata, “Besutiful Star of Bethleham™ on Sundsy, December 9th 5t 11:00=m. We wonld
sl=o lowe to have you join us for Disciple Life (small group bible soedy) at 10:00mm;
we have classes for all apes. For more information, call the charch office at 765
4a20.

Alnin Sireet Spruce Ping - Dovmtonn Sproce Ping TRAC Stadio Tounr, Mow:. 30-
D 2, Mitchsll-Yancey connties For more mformsation about amy of these events,
call SPMS at 828-T65-3008.

Afitchell County Baplist Association Mery Chrsimas and Happy Mew Year

Ahtchell Connty Chamber Ho, He, Ho, itf's Chrostmas and here comes Mirs. Clans.

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

She 1= taking mme owt of her busy schedule to visit the Barket on Osk and share
holiday stores, milk & cookies, and fun. Dion't forget your camera! The event fakes
piace December 15 from 1200 pm. untl 3:00 pm

We are anpoumcing the Cpening of Ya¥a Village Coounercial Share Kitchen!
We've realized there's a zap that needs to be filled between the producton of local
food and their consmption. That's why we staned Ya'¥a Villsge Conunercial Shared
LUlse Kitchen so that we could provide a certified area at a reasonable cost for locals
rying to el their produces. This way we sttive o help connuunity entreprenears

So, if you kave a product you want to market and sell (like jams, jellies, baked
goods etc ) or if you need a commercial kitchen for catsring. having 3 private Pop
Up dirmer, hosting a clags or whatever you'ts imasimne: we hops our Shared TUza
Eitchen can provide you with 2 solutbon.

Ciome visit our space, get an application snd let us falk to see what is that yon have
in mind!

We are also serving Luonch oo Tuesdays and Thursdsys from 1200 pm to 2:00 pm

The Bhue Ridge Parmership for Children will once azain be selling fresh Fraser Fir
Christmas wreaths 25 3 fondraiser for the Imapmation Library!

Through the Imaginaton Library, young children m Avery, Mitchell and Yancey
counfies receive a FREE book in the mail every month from birth theoosh their Sth
birthday. Viou can help suppaort this excitine children’s hiferacy project by purchasing
2 wrexth for $20 from the Parmersbip for Children

Yion can reply by emadl o order yoor wreaths, or call us at §82-0717 or 733-2809.
W put in our orders on Konday of each week | and they will ba svailable the follow-
ing Friday. Pick up is available in Bumsville, Wewland and Sproce Pine,

If you'd ke to pick wp your wreaths on Wed 1121 before Thanksgiving, we need
your order before noon on 11716 And new this year — AIT. ORDERS MUST BE I
BY 11/30! Pickup will be offered thru 1214, but vou'll need to be sure to put your
order i by 1130

Thanks fior helping ns support this worthy canse, while celebrating the holiday

season!

Shop with a Cop - It's that time of vear again &z we zear up for this year's Shop
With A Cop. We have st 3 date for this year to be Fridsy December 7th, 2018, We
are gsking thet you help ws in soy way possible. Whether by volunteering or finan-
cially. We really need the commmmmity to come fogether this yesr with us and help
these kids kave 3 magical Chrismmas. If you would like to donate plesse contact the
Spruce Pime Police Deparment (E28-T85-2233) ar Mitchell County Shenif's Office
(B2E-58E-3082) to do so. You can make the checks out io either deparment and jost
write in "Shop With A Cop” in the memo section. Every litde amonnt will help these
kids in our coumty. (100% of the funds go directly fo the kids in cur coumty). If you
have any questions please contact us.

Thank ywou and God Bless

Afitchell County Historical Socety - Oor 2018 Mitchell County Historical Soci-
ety Christinss Omamsent 5 for sale in oor offics (3207 in the Historic Courthoose in
Bakersville It celsbrates the heydsy of the Clondland Hotel snd is decorsted with 3
drawing of the famous resort that appeared @ 3 newspaper ad in the 1890s along with
& sprig of the famous rhododendron that appears i the largest namrally-ocowTing
rhododendron gardens i the world atop Fosn Mountain. A boef version of its history
is mclnded on the back.

This keepsake is perfect for anyone who has an mterest i Boan Mountsin and the
grandenr of resort hotels fromn the late 1%th Centory. (See photo belowas)
Trimity Charch Sunday, December 8. 2018, Advent Procession with Lessons and
Carols. Lessons and Carols has become a radition for Trinety Chuaoch, The read-
ings foresell the coming of Christ Busic for the evening will incinds works of Ond,
Handel Brockmer, Palestring bianz, and Pinkham  These evening services will be
held st Trimity Episcops]l Choch 15 Hemlock Ave Sproce Pine at 5:00pm with a
reception following in the Parish Hall For more information sbout these senvices or
bt the chorch, please contact Trinity st (E28)520-1151 or TECSPL Smatt net.

Tipton Hill Commmunity Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breskfast, the first
Samrday each month, 7-30 — 1030 am, 2t the old Methodist Charch, across from
Jerry's Stare. Come join us for bomemade ssusage, scrambled eges, gravy, jellies,

Juice snd coffee. Hat in or take-out, all funds support the Tipton Hill Connonnity
Foundation.

Toe Biver Studio Towr — The Jouwrney Continues - The mountains of Yancey and
Mitcheall Counties of Western Morth Caroling are home to some of the top artists in
America. And twice a year, Toe Biver Arts honors their talent and the area in which
they choose to live and work with 3 prenvier stodio tour showcasing their work: For a
gmarter of 3 cenhury, bocal artists have opened their stdios, demonstrated their taleat,
snd offered up their hospitality. The first weekend in December is 3 fitting way
mark the holidsy season io zet out n the crisp kate £3ll sir and enjoy what residents
glready know abouat the Bhae Fidee mountains—ihe clear Toe Biver, ourves i the
roads, the likelibood of findimgz something different, something that speaks to this out
of the way place. Artists in the two counties will weloome visitors fo thelr stodios for
an enfire weekend of browrsing and uying.
A memnriz] service for our desr fiend Connie Sedberry will be hald on Sanarday,
December 8th 2t 12 noon at Trnity Episcopal Chnoch. Trmity Episcopal is locsted st
15 Hemlock Axemie in Sprsce Pins.
Tipe Biver Chamber Ensemble & Toe Fiver Compnunity Choris Holiday Concert-
Tuesday, December 18, Tpm

Join us on Toesdsy, December 18th for a joyons evening full of wonderfil mnsic.
The Toe River Commumity Choms and Chamber Ensemble members will perform
"Let There Be Peace on Barth ™ All performances are free and open to the public.

Fir=t Baptist Church Bumsville Square For more info, csll 828.682.7215 or visit the
wabsite.

Comprebensive Transportation Plan - Mitchell County, the towms of Bakersville
and Sprce Pine, the High Conniry Bursl Planming Orpanizstion (HCREPOY, and the
Forth Carpling Depariment of Transportation — Transportation
Planwing Division (MCDOT TED) are working together o develop a Comprebensive
tions for the next 25 to 30 vears. The sudy inchades alternative modes of transports-
The public is enconrazed to provide feedback for the Brchell Counny CTP by tak-
ing an online survey at the link below. The deadline to taks te nurvey is Boveniber
Oth

Hard copies of the survey is available at

Mitchell A dministati =t

Bal 'I]IIjl' | Clini =

Bal Tl Medical Chmc/S Pine

~Wlitchell Coumty Chamber of Comumerce

~Mirchell County Transportation Awthormy

-hlusenm of 19C Minerals

You may refurn the survey to Bakersville Medical Chinic (BEVL or SP Office) or
Mitchell Commty Adminsstration Office.

Yancey Comufy

ASAP - Jom ASAP on February 23 for our 16th anmzal conference bosted at the
AB Tech Conference Center in Asheville, WC. This one-day bnsiness snd marketing
conference provides begimning and established fanmers tools to grow their faom busi-
izl professionsls, a Grower-Bauyer Mesting, one-fo-one consubiing, exhibisor hall,
2 new farmers market mensger rack, apd moch more. Leam more about the 20109
Eusiness of Farming Conference.

Wint to promote your buziness fo local farmers? Consider sponsoring or exhibit-
g af the conference! If is 2 umqne opporfiumity to reach fanmers who are seeking
resources to grow their fanm businesses. Contact Bobin Desmer for more information.

Aitchell Yamcey Substance Abuose - Free over-the-connter medication event to be
held Diecember 12 at the Towm Center in Burnsville. This event 1s for both Biichel]
and Yancey County residents and is for 2l in our comnmmdty over the age of 18

People coming to get medication will not have access to physically pick medics-
tions on their own. From what I nnderstand, members of the polblic will fill cuta
shest indicating what type of medication they would need, and staffvohmiesrs will
fulfill their reguests. Thers are controls in placs 1o make sure medicaton is given out
responsibly.

The Task Force will have a fable =t the event to hand out free medication lockbox-
ex, prescripiion dme disposal systems md other prevention materials. T am looking
for one or two more peopls to ke on 3 shift o help with the table. The event nms

fromn Pam-Jpm and 1 am specifically looking for people to help from noon-2pm.

Mayland Community Collepe

(et Mew Costomers with Bosimess Local Search (2.5 Hours) HEW!
Business lpcal search is a great way to build customer traffic! This semumsr will walk
you through the process of implementine and optimizing online tools. Topics coversd
will inclnde- Google My Business. Bing Places for Business, Yelp, Facebook and
oiher important local search engines that are essential to your business.

1311, T, 1:30-4:00 pm

Fes Waived Wall

Yamcey, 828.766.1205

mickBooks: Class Three (3 Hours)

This class will fows on recording income and expenses in Caickbooks x5 well as
balzncing transactions. We will lso look at varows scenanios that yonr business may
face when keying mansactions oo QuickBooks. This 2 great class o get answers 1o
CickBooks questions.

124 18 T, 53 pm 830 pm.

Yancey B28.766.1295
CuickBooks: Class Four (3 Hours)

The final class of this series will explore the use of CuickBooks for payroll Leam
howr o set up payroll and ot checks neing QuickBooks payroll festorss. Cut chacks
snd make deposits on 2 sample bosinsss in thes test dove of the most popular small
bnsmess acopmnting platform in vse.

12/6/18, Th 530 pm -8:30 pm.
Fee Waived

Yamcey B28.T66.1205

Allen Cook

Diirector, Mayland Small Basiness Center
Mayland Comommity College

(E28) TH6-1295

acook{@mayland edu

Wirenths Acrows America - Be sure to mark December 15 on your calendar Miske
it point oo attend 3 meving ceremony honoring those vetsrans who have passed,
those stll living ag well 25 those currently servins in our military branches and ther
families. Check out the WREEATHS ACRIDSES AMERTCA welbsite for 2 cersmony in
WOur ATEE.

Instmecior; Sisk-Morms

warw. brenews com
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Are You Robbing God?
By Billy Graham

Some years ago, following an address at Cape
Canaveral, Fla , I met a famous comespondent for
the Enipht newspapers. He zaid to me, “Billy, I was
dizappointed You did not speak on the sreatest sin in
America ™

In my surprise. I asked “What do you think iz the
greatest sin in Americs ™

With carefully chosen words, e said, “America’s
Ereatest sin is materialism ™

Thinking about his conunent, T realized how much sreed, salfishness svarice
and covetousness there is among all people. This is not only a sin of America, bt
a sin of the underprivileged nations of the world as well. Mo matter how much a
person has or does not have, be wants more.

Few people today can say as did the Apostie Paul, T have learmed fo be contani
with whet I have™ (Cf. Philippians 4:11-12)

It is sipmificant hew much Jesus spoke of money, althonzh He had no personal
mterest m it. He had become poor that we might through His poverty be nich.

He said, “Fowes have holes and Binds of the air have nasts, But the Son af Man
har nowhere to lay Hiz head ™ (Machew 3:20).

He camried no wallet. His physical requirements were simple. A meal of wheat
plucked fiom the roadside and a mossy stone for a bed in quiet Gethsemane conld
fnlfill His needs. To guench His thirst, He got a drink of cool water from Facob's
well His taxes were paid by gold taken froon 3 fish's mouwth

Christ had no interest in aod little need for momey, bot He had much to say
about it. He knew that reoney represented blood, swear and rears; and that our az-
dtade toward it is an accurate gauge of our character and our sense of values.

He knew that money could be a blessing or a curse. He knew that the love of
it is the root of all evil, but that the proper nse of it is 8 means of advancimg His
Eingdom on earth. He knew that money can be erther 8 symbol of selfishness or a
token of selflessness. depending om the way we nse it.

Many of JTesus’ parahies had fo do with stewardship of time talent or money.
He was fremendonsly concemed that nothing be wasted, bt that every God-given
commodity be used constmctvely,

He spoke of the Prodizal Son, who spent kis money in the wronz way; the fool-
ish man who put it in the wrong place; the Pharises who zave it with the wrong
mirtve, He spoke also of a poor widow who gave as evervone should give.

Chrer and over again, Christ mentioned money. Thoush His Gospel was spin-
mal, He had much to say abont the material, because there is always a relafionship
between the two, paradoogcal though it may seem.

He said, “Remder to Coesar the things that are Cogzar ks, and fo God the things
that are God 5™ (Mdark 12:17). 5o, grace and gold are mezeparably bound up to-
gether; and a5 long as God's Kinedom iz upon earth the nesd of earthly mamman
is ndirated and is clossly tied to our spinmasl life.

Chor Lord's commmnand was, “Gihve, and it will ba ghven fo you: good measure,
pressed down, shaken fegether and rumming over” (Luke 6:38). Yet it was more
than a commeand. It was an invitation to glorions and abundant living. If we get
owr attimde toward money sitaizht, it will help smaizhten out almost every other
area of our life.

The chief motive of the selfish, umregenerate person is o “get” The chief mo-
twe of the dedicared Christian should be to “give.” There are clearly two philoso-
phies sbout money. The first is Satan’s, He says to every man, as be szid w Christ,
“All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me™ (hdatthew
400,
ﬂT:I]'Je second philosophy is Christ™s. “Sell all that yon have and diribute to the
poar and yor will have treasure in keaven, and coma, follow Me "™ (Luke 18:37).
The first is motivated by selfishness; the second, by nnselfishness. The first has
greed at the center; the second has God at the leart. The first has an eve for this
world: the second has an eye for eemity. The first is slated for failare; the second,
for success.

“It s significant how much Jesns spoke of money, although He had no personal
miterest i it. He had become poor that we might through His poverty be mch ™
Many Christians write to me, asking, “What 15 the Christian’s standard of giv-
mg? hMany people give by impulze or on the spur of the moment. They have no
gystematic way of giving their money to the work of the Lord Odhers just foss 2

HVAC

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

WHY ENROLL IN OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM?
* PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS AND BREAKDOWNS
wCOORRECTION OF DEVELOPING PROBLEMS

*LOMCER ECLRPMENT LIFESPAN
w SAVE 105 ON REPAIR PARTS
#FRONT OF THE LINE SERVICE
w REDICE ENERCY USE

few coins or bills
into the collection
plate on Sun-
day moming as
though they were
tppimg God.

There are thoza
who zive as if
they were doing
God a big favar.
Some give only
when times are
good, and their
bank accoumt is
TUNMInE oVEL
Then 3 little of
the gverflow is
scraped off and
given to God.

The Scriptare teachss that we are stewards for a little while of all we earn. If
we misuse it, a5 did the man wheo bursed lis talent, it brings upon s the severast
judzment of God.

The tithe is clearly taught im the Old Testament, and Jesus =aid to the scrbes
and Pharisees regarding the tithe, .. these [Jfustice, mercy and faith] you ought fo
Fanee done, withowt leaving the others [iithing] undome ™ (Matthew 23:23)

The tithe is the Lord’s. If you nse it for yoursalf, vou are robbing God. The New
Testament goes beyond the Old Testament and teaches thar we are to give a5 God
has prospered ns. We are fo take the fithe as 3 standard bot to go beyond the tithe
a5 an indication of our pratefulness for God's gifts to ns.

Ome of the worst sins that we can conumnit s that of ingratitede. In the midst of
sprron and trouble this bife has many blessings and enjoyments that have come
from the hand of God. Life itself preservation froom the dangers to which Life is at
every instant exposed, every bit of heslth that we enjoy, every hour of liberty and
fres enjoyment, the ability to see, to kear, to speak, to think and to imagine—all
this comes from the hand of God. Bven our capacity for lowve is a gift fiom God.
We shoray our gratiteds by giving back to Hon a part of that which He has given to
us.

The Bible teaches that great blessing follows those who give liberally. Proverbs
11:25 says, “The penerour soul will be made rich, And ke who waters will alzo ba
wirtarad himse(f ™

The Apostle Panl ssid concemnimg this matter of giving, “Buf iz I zay: He who
sonsz sparingly will alzo reap sparingly, and ke who sows bountfully will also
reap boungfully” (2 Corinthians 9:6).

The Scriptares alse have pwch to say about the motive m giving. Paul said
“Lat each one ghve as he purposes in his hears, nof grudgingly or gf necassify; for
rod loves a cheerfid giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

We are to give cheerfully and gratefully to the work of the Lord. If every Chris-
tian were giving “as ke purposes in kis heard, ot grudgingly or of necessipy ™
but cheerfully as God has prospered him—ithere wonld be nyore than epough o
advance the Kingdom of God in this most critical period of bumam history.

Malachi the prophet wamed, “Wll @ man rod God? Yot yvou have robbed Ae!
Bur vou say, Tn what way have we robbed Tou™ "In tithes and gffermgs " (Malachi
b

We are 20 guilty of the sin of cowvetousness that we actually rob God of that
which belonps to Him Millions may be lost becanse Christisns were too covenons
o give that which belonzs fo God. The Scriprure wams in Habakkuk 2:0. “Foe to
Fim whoe covets. ™

Jezus said, “Take heed and beware af covelousnass, for one s Ijfe does not con-
sizt in the amdance gf the things he possesses ™ (Luke 12:15).

The zreatest blessing of giving is not on the financial side of the ledger bat on
the spiritual side. You receive a sense of being honest with God. You receive a
conscionsness that you are in parmership with God—that vou are doing some-
thing consmactive—ihat you are working with Him to reach the world for Jesus
Christ.

Yiom are alzo enshled to hold on to this world's goods loosely. becanse the eter-
nal values are always in view.

Your readiness to give to the work of Christ is a solid witness to your love for
Christ. If we are not willing to deny ourselves money, which is a part of ourselves,
how can we be 50 bold a5 o say that we have summendered our all to Christ?

How do you zive? Is it iberally and cheserfolly? Or is it sparmgly and grods-
ingly? If yon have besn giving God the lefiovers of your belonzings and your life,
you have been missing the tme joy and blessing of Christian giving and living.
Wise is the person who Llays up for himself reasures in Heaven, where moth and
st do not comupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal. Your life
and sufbsmance, imested in the work of God, will pay dividends throughout eter-
mlgn.tmnstnfa]lﬂhﬁstnm you, and when He has you, He will have your wal-
let, your bank account, vour stocks and bonds. Have you given yvoorsalf to Christ?
He died on the cross and shed His blood for your sins.

Mow He dernands that yon repent of vour sins and receive Him s your per-
spnal Savior, presenting your body as a living sacrifice unbo Him. He wants your
tofal personality—all your talents, time and possessions belong to Him. You are a
steward, and you owe o God everything that you have

I am asking you today to zive Him your heart and all that you have. Surrender
1o Him and ask Him what He would have you to do.

Scripture quotstions are taken from The Holy Bible, Mew Eing James Version.
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Becoming a Son or Daughter of God

By Alan Griffin

The Bible talks shout teo Adams, The first
Agdamn was in the (Garden of Eden the second
Agdam (Jesns Christ) was in the Garden of
Gethsemane. Each Adam was bead of their
own creation. The first Adam was the begin-
ning, the sepd, of the lnman race. Christ the
second Adam is the head of the church. With
the first Ad=m all dis. In the second Adam,
Clarizt, all are made slive. “Thangfne, jrst az
through cve maw sin entened the world, and death through sin, and this death spread
to all e, Becarse all somed, " Faomans 512 METY By the sin of the first Adam came
the judgement of death and by the dehteowsness of the 1ast Adam comes the free Fift w
all men throngh the justification of ife “But mow Christ = rizen fhome the dead. becomae
th first fruts of those who have fallen asleep. For since By meam came, By Man alzo
resurmeciion qf the dead. Far as in Adam ail dig, even 5o i Christall shail be made
aive. " 1 Corinthians 15:30-22 HETWV

*dnd the Lond formod man dust of the grovnd, avd Sreathed twio his nosirils the
breath gff e, and man became a inimg being. ™ Genesis 2:7THETV e, beimz the
descendants of the first Adsm received oor life toongh our Creator There were af the
tirme other beings here on sarth. ot they were not lving souls. The last Adsm (Jemas
Chri=f) is the life giving spirt snd did nof receive His life duonsh another. He came
from the bosom of God, took on a body of homdlistion in order to die, payins the =in
debi of the first Adam and giving life 1o all who will believe. “He who has e Som
has lfe; e who doas nof fuve the Son gf God does mot have .7 1 Tobm 512 NETV
Everyone that is bom of the seed of Adam dies, and everyone that is reborm of the
mcormaptible seed of JTesus Christ lives forever.

Thaose of us who live in pleasure are desd already, even while we are living. We are
dead to Grod because we are still living in sin. We live our life for earthly zaim pever
seeking out the spirimal things of the Lord. The god of this world has blinded us fiom
the tmth of the zlorous zospel of Jesus Chrst “The fear gfthe LORD iz the besiming
qf Enowiedee, But despise wisdom and fsirucion. ' Proverbs 1.7 METY When we fear
thie Lord we tmst Himn w0 we can receive the messape of the new birth. which iz “God
&= Light * All things in this world are exposed by light. The Light or the Word of God
Eives s the conscionsness of sin, and exposes our sindnl nature epgbling us to fom
from that sin and mm towards God. JTesns sxid “The Fores I ipesk are spirit and e
fruth. ™ These Words are to us life. Whosoever receives these Words by faith hes etemal
ke

Chir naral mind, consciousness, which we received throngh the first Adsm is
cheansad by the Word of God. As we smdy our Bible the Holy Spinit rewires our think-
InE 5o that they are i tane with God’s will. “Bur when tae bndness and the love gf
o our Smaor teward mem appeared, not Iy works gf mizhieowrness which wa me
done, bt according fo Hiz mency He soved us, frough the warhing of regemeration
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured onr an wr abudanify feoueh Jesus
Christ owgre Svior™ Times 32448 WETV A=z we study our Bibls on a datly hasis, @ we
felloaship with other Christians, as we spend tme in prayer with our heavenly Father,
we grow in faith. TWe leam to mst God, and more and more the ooysteries of God are
revealed to os.

The =in question that so many people fiuss about has already been settled, becanse all
the sins of mankind have been forgiven. People put confidence i their bebavior, telling
themsalves they have been pood or tey have lived a better life them others. They feel
they have earned their way to beaven through their bebevior, and this is completely
false It is mot 3 question of sin, bur a guestion of faith. Who do you believe the Son
of God is? “He who believes in Him iz not condemned, bur he who does not believe it
condenmed already, because ke has not believed in the name of the only bepodten Son
af Crod. And this I the condemmaiion, that the Light has come info the world, and men
toved darimess rather tham light, becauce thedr deads were @il For evaryone praciic-
ing evil Furtes the NEhe and does not coma fo the gl lest ki doeds showld be expared
Bur he who doer tha fruth comes fo the Rght. that his deeds may be clear(y sean, that
iy Furvg Bsem dowe i God ™ Jobn 3:18-21 HETV

“Balieving is receiving ™ When you belisve the Bible that Jesns Christ is the Son
of God, the newt step is 1o receive the new hirth. We place our life into His hands amd
et Him lead us through this jourmey, metead of walking blmdly as so many do. We are
relrommn throush our daily Bible stady and prayer (DBS&F), and through the Holy Spirit
of God. When we do this we pass through desth imto life. because our free zift from
have in Him that if we ask snything according to His will, He hesrs us.] John 5:14
BIETV 5o this is the tmath that is set forth m the Bible. Jesus said, “Most sssuredly, I
53y toyou, unless one is bom again. he cannot see the kinzdom of God... Unless one is
bom of water (water is the Word of God) and the Spirit, be cannot enter the kinadom
of God which is born of te flech &= Sech and that which is bom of the Spirt is spimic™
John 3: 3. 5-6 NETWV

Feceiving the new birth is no different than a caterpillar changing into 3 boiterfly.
We are 3 new person in Christ and even deough oor old self will contirmee to rear its
ughy bhiead, we have begun the process of regenemation. As we continne our daily study
of God's Word the Holy Spirit litte by litfle changes us to be more like Christ. We may
oot make the complete change in ts Life tme  bot when we are reunited with Christ
we will see Him as He is and we will be ke Him
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Alan Griffin started the Rdimchrizt minisirie i November 1007, He has worked
with inner cify kds for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure that would reach people of all ages and has bean writing since 2005, Tha
minisiry has expanded thelr websites fo reach around the world, EKidsnchrizstcom,
millenmiglchrizfiian com, leensnchRrIstcom, Senforsnchrist.com, Folume-Varse. com,
and souhwerks-smaligroups.com. W had an outreach gf over 13,000 000 people
Tast yaerr with 36, 000, M impressions. I vou have any guastions for dlan you can
reach him at alan|@kidmchrist.com

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
*Easy transfers
=Delivery service available
=Ohver 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
=Locally owned and operated
*Aszk about our “Healthy Kids Program”

HOURS:
M-F 8am-7pm
Sat. 8am-dpm
Sun. 10am-3pm
730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 46

We hope that you are having a great fall and are preparing for 3 wonderful holiday season. We wanted to bring an opportanity to
your atfention. The Merth Caroling Youth Legislative Assembly (YLA) has stared taking applications. Applications will be accepted
untl Jamaary 13, 20019 YLA is a mock legislative session that will be keld Apdl 12 -14, 2019, Contact our office for more nfo.

Sen Warren Damel

919-715-7823

A

St '_:Er.lg:i‘u_ﬂ_{?n:rn.ﬁmim'l.irﬂ&" i

Burr Leads Bipartisan Coalition Providing Tax Relief for Disaster Vichms

Two months after Humicane Florence devastated the Carpling coast, many are stll smugsling to rebuild their communites. I am committed to doing everything I can
to make sure that Morth Carolinians continue to get the federal support they need during this long and difficult process,

Iled a bipartisan group of Senators in infroducing a bill that will provide nmch needed tax relief for victims of Humicans Florence, Hurmicane ichasl and the
wildfires in Califormia who have seen their hores destroyed, businesses swept away and savings wiped out. Char legizlation provides several imporntant tax breaks for
eligible individuals and tusinesses that will belp lessen the urdens they face and allow them to rebuild their fotares. Working with miy Senate collzagnes from Morth
Caroling South Carolinag, Florida, sand California, it is ooy hops that our bill will be considered mmd passed as soon as possible

I also joined Semators Thom Tillis, Lindsey Graham and Tim Scoit to thank Senste appropriators for the inital 3168 billion in disaster relisf fonding sllocamed m Chc-
tober. We worked quickly to ssoure a down payment fo halp those ioting the mest. There is still more to be done, however, and we announced our infention fo request
miore dizaster relief funding in the coming weeks.

I will be keeping those impacted by Humicane Florence in my thoughts and prayers this Thanksgiving and Christmas. As folks across the state make their way bome
to spend time with their families and lowed ones, T want to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. I'll enjoy gefimg to spend some time with my wife, my children,
and my grandchildren, and I'm always thankfinl for their love and support. I am also thankful for the prvilege of representing the grest state of Morth Carolins in the
United Srates Senate. God Eless

NC Senate District 47

Az | prepare fo begin my fifih term nect momth &5 your state senator, I am profoundly grateful for each vohuteer, worker, and voter
who supported me in continwing to serve the citizens of the 47th Senate District. I will contimae fo work on policy issues that are im-
portant to my constimeents and align with oy core valaes.

Under Fepublican leadership, prudent stewardship of our state’s tax dellars and pro-growth policies such as lower axes and de-
regulation have placed Morth Caroling at the top of states in which to start a business. This has kept our economy strons and unem-
ployment low. However, further work can be done, such as reducing burdensome occupational hrensing requirements, which creats
ummnecessary barriers to work. Most nepatively impacted are lower-mcome madividnals, young workers, military famdlies those with
crimunal records, and would-be entrepraneurs. A focus oo reducing these bamiers to work confinnes to be cne of my priorties.

To keep o economy on an upward tread, & ready and able workforce is key. Unformnataly, the opicid epidemic, aside from its
devastating effects on individwals and their families, has created a labor shortage which we need o reverse. Mew industries are at-
tracted to areas that have an adequate workforce, and existing businesses are hard-pressed to expand withont enough employees. My
record shows that I have supporied legislation that addresses opioid addiction, and I will continue to pursue solutons.

As a Christian conservative, religions hberty and sancity of Lfe for the umbom are fundamental issnes that I will always stand
strong for and defend. Dhming this Advent season, let us remember and reflect on that which is tmaly impoertant — our families, com-
919-733-3460 mumnity, and the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. T extend ooy best wishes to vou and your families for a Mermmy Christmas. As always,
please share your thoughts with me on issues related to state govenmment by emailing me at ralph hizef@ncleg. net or calling me at
D19-T33-3440.
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Letter to School Board
By Members
Mitchell County

Dear Mitchell County School Board,

The Mitchell County Bapiist Association would like to thank the Michell
County School Board for the opportunity to speak this evening to address the con-
tent porrayed in a theatrical play entitled “The Complete Works of Shakespeare
Abridzed” on Thursdsy, Movember 8, 2018,

We commend and support the actions of the Mitchell County School superin-
rendent and school admimistration wiho chose to stop the play when they realized
the controversial content would not be supported by the general population. We
are In apTesment that the arts are important; however, we are concerned and op-
posed to the content of this prodoction believing it was not appropriate for the
sudisnce to which it was presentad

It i=s our God given responsibility fo protect our children, and we send them
o public school trusting teachers and staff to help us educate, discipline, protect
and mstmact our children. We are thankful for the directives that have been puat in
place to ensure the bealth of the smdent body from fiulure events and content, such
&5 Was presented.

As am Association, we want to express those things we feel are important for the
wiell-being of our students. The following is a list of those morals that we affinm
io ke critcal:

1. We affirm the family. The family is the God based anchor in our sodery. Chil-
dren are zifis from the Lord. Bdamiage is the union of one man and one woman
for a lifetime. TWe are thankful for a school system that is sensitive to the family
and comunmnity convicions. If is the respomsibility of the family to teach the
moral valnes o their children and not the school system.

2_We affirm the sobriety of mind and self~conirol belisving drees and alcobol are
detrimental to all people.

3. We affirm that all knowledze comes from (God, and that “the fear of God is
the beginning of wisdom.™ We are gratefal for student led prayer and student led
Christian programs in our school system.

4. We affirm chastity. Troe lowve does wait, and abstinence is the very best educa-
fion we Ccan share with teens for their personal welfare and relatonships,

5. We affirm that God gives life. God loves all people. God valoes all life. Abun-
damt life is found in Fesns Christ. Suicide and thonghts of snicide should be taken
seripusly. Teens will find their prestest purpaese. and purpose for living, thronsh a
relaniomship with Christ.

& We affirm the rights of the studants and faculty to exclude themsalves from
any activity or events they find personally objectonable and offensive. We stand
behind any student or faculty member who desires to excuse themealves from aoy
offensive content

While we realize the School Board has the final decisien, we simply want o
encourage you o lead our schools in respectful and helpful educational resources.
We noobly ask and believe it is cotical for you o carefully examine all informms-
non and content in light of these maths for our schools and conummity,

In closing, we are gratefnl for yow, the School Board, our own members and
friends. We are praying for you a: the School Board, the Superintendent, teachers
and school staff as you discern what content is appropriste for our stodents and
a5 vou care for them while attending school. It is our desirs to leave a positive,
affective impression on all, 35 2 wimess of Jesus Christ.

Eespectfully,
The Mitchell Baptist Association

The Best Ggﬁ You Ean Giveis a Hug’
PHIL'S TIRE SERVICE

617 West Main Street » Burnsville, NC 28714 - (628) 682-2421

The Santa Clausification of Christmas
By Dr . Fim Denison

Ineed to begin with a disclaimer: Tam 3 fan of Santa Claus. I have
fond mermories of writng wish-list letters to him 3= 8 child and bring-
ing our s00s fo visit him at the mall when they were children.
of Christmas. nat to explore a different though related topic

How important is relizion o Americans?

I the latest Pew Research Center repiort, 20 percent of those surveyed named “rel:-
gious faith"™ as the “most important™ source of mesning in thedr lives.
Here's the ood news: relizion received more votes than any source except “fam-
ily.” Here's the bad news: in 8 nation where 72 percent of the populstion idennifies as
Christian a large majority of those clsiming o follow Jesus do ot find meaning in
life primany from their elatonship with him

He may be part of thedr lives. but be is not central to them.

How to get along with God

Of all life's priomnties, which should come first? Here's God's answer: “Thus saqps
the LORTDY: "Lat not the wizg mian bogst e his wisdom, et not the mighdy rum boast in
Pz might, let rot the rich man boazt in Fis riches, bud let fim who boasts boazr in dhis,
thar e ndlersiamds and losows me'™ (Teremmizh 9-23-24)

Scophare repeatedly emphasizes the importance of puting the Lord first in our lives
{cf. Matthew 6:33; Exodus 20:3; Coloszians 3-3). God does not share his glory. If he
did, he wonld be conmimne idolstry.

Years ago, I heard a preacher wamn: “Tf yon want o get along with God, stay off lus
throms

However, such single-minded commtment to mar Father nums coumger to e secnlar
oulture we inhabit. It's fine if won want to make Fesus pant of your life. Bat if you
choose to mske him your Lord and tell others they should dio the same. yon sk bains
branded as bizoted and intmlerant.

Comsider Santa Clans as an example.

Fromn “Dferry Christmas™ to “Happy Holidays™

Samta is the perfect symbol for American elizion. He is a kindly grandfather figure
who visits us fo give us presents and then retreats to leave us alone. We have a transac-
tonal relatonship with hir: as the song wams, “He knows when you've been bad or
Eood, 50 be zood fior zoodness’ sakel™

The Sants Clausificaton of Chrrstmas doesn't end with Sants Clans. Chr secular
ouliore has tumed “Mlemy Christmas™ into “BJermy Xmas" and “Happy Holdays."”
Christmas nmsic specials abound on television, tnet if fhis year &= liks past years, few
will incknde maore than 3 passing reference to Jesus® hirth
My point i not to criticize the fon traditions that kave growm ap aneond the Christmeg
holidays. Mor is it o chficize sequlsr people for acting like secular people. Before 1
became a Christian, T viewed Chrisomas in the same way,

Iy point i= fo enconraze us to “take back” the boliday by reculmrsing it

“Conceniric circles of concem™

Dir. Cscar Thompson was a beloved evangelism professor when I taught on e
Hoalty of Soudnvestern Semvinary many years ago. He populanzed a mindstry model
be called “‘concenmic circles of conrem ™

Dr Thompson traced seven levels m our relational lives: from self to fanuly, rela-
tives, friends. neishbors and associates, scquaintances. smd “person 37 (somepne
unkmown to ns). He urged us to uld bridees to each as appropriste to oo relstionship
with thesm

Leat's adopt hiz model as our missional stratesy this Christmas sezzon.

First, begin with the “self ™ We nmst koo Fesus bafore we can make him knowmn. So,
make time for Christ each day—"Be soll, and know that I am God” (Psabm 46:10) by
mesting with kim i worship, Bible smdy, and prayer. Make your life the Bathlshem
of Jesns.

Second, develop a Christmas strategy for your fanily. Be sume your chil dren amd
erandchildren know the true “Teason for the seasen.” Plan to attend Christmas worship
services fogether. Find ways o serve those bess forhmete than yourselves. iy wife
belped our sons choose toys we would donate to those in need ) Tanet has written a
wonderfinl children's devotional book for Christmas thet T encourage you to share with
wiour family.

Third, extend this stratezy to vour reladves. Being with extend=d family during
the holidays can be sressfial (most of us eve relatives we wouldn®t choose 3z close
name asking the Lond to lead you fo serve them Then look for ways to help them see
Christ in yon

Fourth, consider your friends neighbors and associates, and acquaintances. Ask
ithe Lord fo put at lezst one of them on yoor beart as your Eingdom assignment this
Chrisomas.

Last, ask Jesns to reveal his love and joy to those vou encounder but dom™t know
personally. Salesclerks, other shoppers, and fellow travelers can be divine sppoi-
ments from God.

“How many fsthers gave up their sons for me™
In worship last Sanday, we sang this wonderfil choms:
How many lords have sbandoned their bomes?
How many greats have becoms the least for me?
And how many gods have pouared oaf their hearts,
To romance a world that is tom all apart?
How many fathers gave up their sons for me?
Cmly one did thar for me.
And for vou How will you share the zood news today?
Jim Danizon, Ph D, speaks and weiter on culfural and contemporary izmues. He
iz o trusted author and suliecr matter axpart in aneas where foith and current
avents intersect. Hiz Daily Article provides leading insight for discerming foday 5
naws from a liblical perspective.
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Coming of the Lord

By Bmce Cannon
Afiichell Coumiy

The peopie that walked in darkness have sean a great
Iizht thay that dweil in the land of the shadow of dearh, wpon
thar hath the Gght shingd (Isatsh 2:7)

There are o many references in the ({d Testament to the
coming of the Lord. Every Passover lamb that was slaugh-
tered pomied fo that day when Messiah could come to pay for the sins of the workd
The Atk of Mosh was a foreshadoenng of the salvation the Lord would provide when
He came. Those who got info the Ark were spared the foor just as those who accept
Christ a5 Lord and Savior will also be spared the judgment of God for sin. The cover
killing of mn innocent animal. slso pointed oo Jesns” coming salvation mnd forgmvensss.
He not only wounld cover sin when He came; He would pay the price for redemption
and wash sin gway.

The shove text tells of due great light ruan would see when Fagws cames mito the
world. And what a great light it was! For four bundred vears (od had not spoen to
His people. The last word they hesrd fromm the Losd was through Malschi's prophecy
and it was an indictment agzinst the people of God. After that prophecy the Hesven's
wiould be silent Crce agam man had allowed sin to dominase his existence and that

And then four hundred years after Malachi’s prophecy it happened A censns was
ordered. A journey by 3 voung virgin and bher esponsed hnsband was mken. Diicah
prophesied the birth wonld take place in Bethlehem. The census moved Joseph and
MAary to Bethlshem where they conld follow the miling of Caesar Augustos o the
place where fee birth wonld take place st 2= it had been prophesied cenmries earlier
The plan of God was being fialfilled fo the better jost as it had besn given

Mary amd Toseph armrive on time for the birth to take place i Bethlshem [pon ar-
riwal a place for her to have the baby was songht, but there was no room. A stable and
2 manzer would have to suffice. But what acommmodations are these for such a noble
bxth? And ves, that is exactly whese the Eingz of Kings and Lord of Lords shoubd be
bom. He, Jesus, is the great and faithfi]l High Priest who wounld experence everything
His creation, mem, wiould have to experience. Dipes Jesus know what its Hke to be
poor? Absghitely! He was bom in poverty and raised nmach the same.

Upaon His birds the night sk Lizhis up with angsls who proudly proclamm, “Fiaar
mot- e behold, I bring you good odings of preat joy, which shall be fo all people. For
umtn you iz barn this day i fe cify of Dindd a Smvionr, which is Chrizt the Lord. _And
iz hall be o sien unte you; Yo shall find the bobe wrapped in nwaddimg clothes,
fving in a manger: And suddenty thane was with the angel o multinude of the hamaeniy
host praizing God, amd sqying, lory to God in the highert, and on eqrth peace, good
will o mer ' (Luke 2-10-14)

And, a star lights the might time sky a5 oo star had ever done before, Wheat was this
star? Astronomers kave tred to explain it being the lining up of planets o produoce
the brighi Light. But, I'bes to disazres. I believe it was the smile of 3 Heavenly Father
who, looking down upon Hiz Son, beamed with pride snd joy. Thns, the Savior of all
mankind was bom.

What an amsrng story! 1love Chrismas because of what it means to all mankimdg:
the pavment for sahanon wes made through the Lood Jesns, Whest God required for
the pavment of sin ondy Jesus could pay. He who knew no sin disd o a Cross that we
muight be forgiven have a home in Hemven and be spared the jadement of God. Praise
the Lord!

Fromn nry heane and heart to yours: Merry CHEISTroas! May esch of you know
Him and experience Him in such an amszing and personal way this Holiday Season.
Rav. Bruce Cannon currandly serves as the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakernville. Formeriy he served as Director of Mizsions for the Bladen
Baprist Arzocianon and has served on the Semeral Boand of the Bapdist Stare Con-
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Merry Christmas

By Pastor Dean Honeyoutt
Mitchell County

Merry Chroistmas and Happy New Year from Soow
Hill Baptist Church. We fmst vou will have a wonderful
boliday sexson knowing that Jesns is the reason for the .
season And “there i no other name STVEH AFIONE HIEH .'.-
wherely we muszt ba saved. ™ ;

Pememnher that first Christrmas was joyful and hum- “"'
bling. And I pray that your Christmas is both joyfiol and
bumblimg. Joyfil in that we celebrate the birth of Christ; humblmg in that the
baby in the manger was bom to die for us. The angels and shepherds rejoiced at
ihe birth of Jesus Christ. Mary and Joseph had raveled a long way fo Bethlehem
hoping to find a recm in an mn bat found themselves in a2 stable. The Bible says
there was no room for them in the inn. Which leads me to think is there rooom for
God in my heart?

The manger scene most of ns picture is warm and comfortable, bowever ba-
canse it was a place where animals were kept it was anything but warnm and cozy.
Mot the condifions any of us would want our children fo be bom But it was the
place God's Son was to be born. We see the providence of God as he orchestrated
bhomam events to bring Mary and Joseph from Mazareth to Bethlehem bacase
Caazar Anzustus ordered a census to be taken Thiz census would bring Toseph
and his expectng bride to Bethlehem becanse Joseph was a descendant of King
Dravid. Feremiah’s prophecy would be fulfilled “The Lord will raize unte Damad
a righteous Branck and a King shall reign and prozsper ™ (Jr. 23:5) Jesus is the
“root and affspring qf David, and the Bright and morming sfar ™ (Bv. 22:16) This
dynasty will reign and mile forever. There is a lot of fanfare and glamour around a
“duck dyvnasty™. Why is it that
things of the world seem to
Eain more attention at Chrise-
mas time than what Christmas
is all shout?

Who would believe that
8 King wonld be bom in 3
stabla? Jesus Christ was bom
in a very lnmmble place, and
He was wrapped in swaddling
clothes, That was nothing more
than stripes of cloth, what most
of us call ags. Mary and Joseph were poor; they did not have a brand new baby
outfit and they did not have ope of those soft fleace baby blankets. Everything
sbout the birth of Christ is hombling and meek. Micah says thongh Ephratsh
father of Bethlehem i= insignificant or the “runt of the Iiter™ of the tribes of fudah
—-ogut of yon shall come 3 King in Israe]  (Micah 5:2) We see thronghout scripimre
little is pnch when (od is n it. A liftls baby wrapped in swaddling clothes be-
came the prestest gift the world has ever knowm Eeep your forns on the gift and
the (iver-- that is what Chrisomas is all shout. Mot malls or  man in 2 red it

Onir Savior was bom i 3 hamble stable in a very meek and lowhy way. As 3
matter of fact, the Bible says, “the Son of man has nowhere o Iay his head, a man
qf sorrow acquainted with grigf ' I often wonder what God is rying to teach me
through the birth of Christ? Certainly, lnumility and meskness are attitudes God
wanis in my life. not glanwour or popularity. You know God did pot glamorize the
birth of His son in a8 buonsn way. The Bible does not record dignitaries or a priest
at the stable. However, we do know that 2 nmitmde of heawvenly anzels were pres-
ent at the Birth of their Commander and Chief The first people to herald the pood
news were shepberds, far from some of the more popular people in Bethlehem at
that time. Chaite fiting since Fesns is the Lamb of God that takes away the zin of
the world.

I am grateful Christ wonld leave the
glories of heaven empiy himself, take
on buman flesh, Live 3 sinless life, and
die for me. The God-Man Jesws Christ is
God's atoning sacrifice for my sin. Jesus
o experience lnumanity. [ wonder how
often I give up my comforts fo do what
God wants me to do. Certamly Christ-
mias is a fime for giving and sharing and

@Ehﬂmpm a time of meekness and homility and &
Blue Medicare Rx (PDP) _ s fime o Tefiect on the meekness of the
BlueMedi S | 138 Highland Ave.  Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Baby in a manger and the riumph of the
x i ing of ki and the Lord of lords.
EE]ELI.:HUL After hours and Customer Service

Pastor Dean Hongaous shephards Snow
Hiil Bapitizi Churnch in Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached ar 525-385-0213,
snowhillbaptist@email com , or visiE
tharr webzite af wiww somnehi Ibaptict

www brenews. com
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The hospice you choose makes a difference,

The American bullfrog is found all over Morth Carolima.
They are also found all over the United States, Asia, 5. Amen-
ca, and Mexico. They have become pests In many regions and
threaten the native frog and reptile species” existence. Matives
hawe to compete against the bullfrogs for food, and habitat.
The bualifrers are alon eating native frops. Some people might look at the bullfrog
25 8 bully to the other amphihians, ot in Morth Caroling they play an inportant
role in the enviromment.

Bullfrogs are opporianistc feeders, eafing any moving prey that will fit in its
moth. Some of the larger prey it eats are other frogs, fish, mice, spakes, and
birds.

Bullfrozs are the most prolific amphibians. The fernales can lay as mamy as
12, 000 egzs in the spring and summer, Tadpoles can grow up to over § mches m
length It can take two vears for a bullfrog adpele o ransform mio a frog. These
tadpoles are toxic and distasteful to fish and other predators so they are sble to
survive and grow nnharmed

The bullfroz has three different
callz. An alarm call is an aggTessive
call that is usad when males ara being
territorial to other males, and sounds |
like a baby cryinz. A long baritone call
that soumds Like “jug-o-mon,” can be
heard from April to Aungust, day and
night and is a mating call. The males
are the only ones who can do this call.
Spme people think the bullfrop sounds
like a cow mooing. This is where the names came from.

Female bullfrors are larger than the males. They are also the largest of all Morth
American frogs. The bullfiop can prow up to  mches long and weigh ap to 1.5
pounds.

Bullfrogs are noctumal predators. They sit quietly and wait for prey to pass by
Then they hmge with their powerfal hind legs and their mouth open wide.

In the wintar, bullfrozs hibernate deep in the mod.

‘What about you? Have you ever been allied or seen someone being ballied?
Or perhaps you have been a bully o someone elze? Did you koow that ballying is
wrong? It does not make God happy. If vou see someone being bullied make sure
you tell an adult. Also, it is okay o tell the bully to stop, and that what be i doing
is wrong. If yvou are the bully, please remember that we are suppesed to act Christ-
like wherever we mo. It means that we are to act like Christ, m EVERY THING
we do, even in our thoughts. If von have 3 hard time being Christlike, and all of
us have, imagine that Jesus is standing nght beside yon This is what helps me.
Wiould He approve of ow you're acting or wonld He be disappointed?

The hardest thing, when being ullied is doing what the Bibls tells us to da
for our enemies. We are commanded to love and pray for our enemies. Bullies
are people too, It is important to look past the bully snd see them 25 Christ sees
them He loves them too. There may be something poing on in the bully’s life
that causes the tullying. If you pray fior them, God may answer your prayers and
changze their hears.

So tonight, when you say your prayers before yvou go to bed. Dron't forzet 1o
pray for the people you don't like and the ones that are mean to vou. Ask Jesus to
change their amimdes. If you are the bully and do not know how to stop. Ask God
o help von He can change your heart. Who knows, in the end yon might become
great friends with your enery!

“Tou have heard that it was taid, Love vour neighborfa] and hate your en-
any 44 Bue I tell vou, love your enemias and pray for those who persecide Yo,
Mizmhew 5:43-44 NIV

“But fo you who are listering I sqy: Love your enemies, do good fo thoze who
hate you, Dlezz those who curse you, pray for those who mistmeat you. Luke §:27-
2B NIV

Jf vour enamy s hungry, gnve kim food to eat; e is thirsty gove im waler to
drink. In doing thiz, vou will heap burning coals on ks head, and the LORD will
reward vou. Proverbs 25:21-23 WIV

Bibliography

hrtps:/farerw britannica comanimal tallfroz

http:/herpsofnc org/amenican-tuallfroz!

https:/awrw. nationalgeographic com/animals amphibizns‘a‘american-bullfog
Christy Lovwan iz a Christian author and illustrator that Ihaes i the feothills af
the Bilwe Ridee Mountams with ker husband and two children. She enfoys writing
ard iiluziratmg books for @il ages. Some of her short staries are published with
ruideposts and HOT . Christy gives all the glory o od in everyrhing she does. 4
portion of @very book sold from the Small Bible Characrer Series will be donaied
fo bartle human frgficking. If vou egoy her books, Tike' her aurhor page on
Facebook and let her know! Tow can buy her book:s at hiips-SSww amazon. com,’
rgf=dp byline sr_book | 1e=UTFS&feld-muhor=Christy+Lowmandesearch-ali
m—m&Mmlﬂlmmﬂm—mhmt

You can reach her at hiips . Savwfacebook comauthorChrisiyl owman/ or chris-
[yssoapsidahos. com.

Amnd the Word way made flesh, and dwelt among us, fond we beliald his glory,
thve glory as of the only begorten of the Farher, ) full of grace and trodh.
Jokn 1:14

Choose the one with:
local staff
two hospice inpatient units
palliafive care in i SHings
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Town of Valdese

Christmas Farade

By Mormissa Angi
Burke Coundy

Valdese MW The Town of Valdese is proud o honor the
remaining direct descendants of the origmal Waldensian Semflers
a5 the (Grand Bdarshals for the Valdese Anmna] Christmas Parade,
which will be held on Saturday, December 1, at 10:00am

“Um WMay 20, 1893, Southern Bailwray’s Mo 11 chmgged its
way three miles west of Icard Station at Connelly Springs toa
prearranged spot ‘in te middle of pe-where' and stopped loog
enouzh to deposit a travel-weary band of rwenty-nine souls who
were to break ground on a settlement . The impoverished band of Alpine farmers
quickly realized the rock infested ground was unsuitable for famung and o top it
off, nope of them spoke English ™ (WcCall, . (1993 What Mesn These Stomes.
Valdese, MC: Historic Valdese Foundation).

The Valdese Chrisomas Parade will concheds 3 vear-lons celebration of 125 vears
for the Town of Valdese “Throughont this past year, Valdese residents and visifors
alike hawe participated in mmerows celebrafions honoring our unigque Waldensiam
heritage. What better way to conclude the calebratory year but to honor the remsin-
ing direct descendants™, states MMormissa Angl Community Affairs Dhirector for the
Town of Valdess.

Thaose being honored 35 Grand Marshals inchide — Mr Ed Blevnat, Mr Frank
Goll, Ms. Imogene Pons Hudsen, Mr. Steve Martinat, bs. Dworis Burris, Ms. Plyl-
Its Tacnmin M=, Fosalha
Shook, Mt Jim Faostan hir
Jobn Fostan 34s. Bheta hficol
Fobinson, Br Edward Mical,
Jr— Along with these mdividn-
gls, we are also bonorme those
who pazsed awsy this celelbrs-
tory year, M5 Maomi Bostan
(hdarch B, 1919 — Aprl 20,
2018) and Mr. Hemry “Benji”
Parron [Angust 13, 1920 -
Aiarch 5, 2018). The Grand
Mdarshals who are able to join
s will be konored af the begm-
ning of the parade and will ride m the Burke County Tourism Fidgsline Trolley.

The parade will begin st the comer of Church Street and Mam Soeet, and will
conclude at the comer of Morgan Street and Main Steet The Piedmont & Western
Railroad Musewmn will host an open hounse at the (314 Rock Schoal the moming of
the parade. Parsde visitors are invited to view the HO scale moded railrosd exdhibit
which stretches from RMaron, MC to Leadwale, TIY. Admission s free, and donations
are greatly appreciated.

“Iwould like to thank our Valdese berchants Associatnon for their contribanion
to the parade by spomsoning the grand finale, Samta float,” Angi adds. “This event is
3 grest dme to come together as 3 conmunity to celebrate the holidays.™ Attendess
are epcouraged to stay oo the sidewslks for safery purposes.

For further information regarding the Christmas Parade and upooming events i
Valdese go to werw.iremofvaldese com or call 828-878-2120.

Morrizza dngi is Director of Commmunity A ffafrs and Tourism

North Carolina Baptists

& Fun Activities For Your Family
Inspired By Christmas Carols

by Karen Holcomb

As your family enters the Chrisimas season and
jourmeys toward Christmas Day this year, resolve to
adore Christ with the focus and anticipaton of a lo-
comptive powering toward its destination. Diom™t get
derailed by commercializm Try these carol-themed
activities to keep your family on track.

‘Silent Night® Estening

Step outside with your children afier sundowm. Listen to the night sounds and
commpars them to the soumds around the stable the might Tesus was bom — sheep
bleating, anzels singing and a baby's first cry. Conirast the bomes and buildings
within view with those ontside Bethlehem 2 000 years ago. Sing “Silent Might”
together.

“Away in a Manger® visit

Arranze o serve in & soup kitchen or shelter this Diecember, giving your
children a glimpse of how it may have felt for Mary and Joseph to amive in
Bethlehern with no lodgmg, relying on the hospitality of an immkeeper. Contact
M.C. Baptsts on Mission to discover ways your family can serve those across the
Carolinas whe are =till impactsd by Huorricans Florence Also consider, visiting
& petting zoo, fanm_ or live nativity with your children to help them experience o
stable sefting and see 8 maEnger
‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” sigms

While om one of your many Christmas outings with your children, point out the
large white directional ammows painted on the asphalt at read intersections. Discnss
the similanty in shape between an armow and an angel. Share that the arrow-like
role of an angel in the O01d and Mew Testaments was to point to something or
spmeons impontant. At home make simple armow-shaped angels out of creased
cardstock and stand these on your table or mantie.

‘Tov to the World!" Christmas caraling

Inwite a fewr friends from church to join vour family in 4 Christmas caroling ad-
vennre. Visit the shut-ing who are members of your charch or 2o to a bocal mirs-
ing hipme Prepare a few songs and dress in festive Christmas attire. If possible,
boarow your charch van so you can all ride together and practice en route.

‘Dheck the Halls” wreaths

Save bourh mimmings from your Christmas ree and make a wreath or swag for
your front door, adding ribbons snd ormaments. Tell bow the Israelites used tree
boughs for shelter and celebration during the anmual Peast of Tabernacles, a jov-
ous event commemaorating God's rescoe from Egypt and likely in observance at
the mme Jesus was bom. (Palm boughs were also used to celebrate Jesus® trium-
phal eniry into JeTusalem )

“Star of Bethlehem’ star-gazing

Spread a blanket oo the ground one clear night and lie dowm to look at the stars
with vour family or view them through a telescope. Tell ahout the star which ap-
peared ahove the stable in Bathlehem when Tesus was bom. For infriguing facts
abot this real phenomenon, visit bethlehemstar.com. Eat trail mix or roast hot
does around 2 smiall campfive as vou reflect on the long joummey of the wise
to Bethlehem Afterward, pamt a picture of the stars using a “camel-hair™ paing
brush! Affirm God's use of His created stars o tell His message.

“We Three Kings® checkers tonrnament
Challenge your kids to a checkers toumament, with the winner being the first to

o madel, whpthr I e, |, e, oo
arefl C

i oo Fed rdmciedy [ Fom Buriin emgince

Mikchell Co, Farm Bursay Pitman

have three kings crowned in a game, Explain the biblical accoumt of
the Magi bringing three gifis (zold, fankincense and moyrrh) 1o the
newhom King Tesus, avoiding the treacherons plot of the evil King
Herod.
‘o, Tell it on the AMoontain® train ride

Take yvour family on 3 Great Smoky Moumtains Bailroad main
ride this Christmas Create and share 3 Chrismmas card with other
passengers of workers while there. Afber your trip, use a biblical
InEp to irace 3 mountainews ronte Joseph and Mary may have taken
from MNazareth to Bethlehem

Whatewver activites you choose to do with your famdly this loli-
.+ | day season, be sure to inchude plenty of time at home. Let the peace
~ | of God settle on your bome. Set a toy train engine on your kitchen
table as a remumder to keep your thonghts, desires and scheduale on
track for a worshipful Chrizimas.

Eaaren Holcomb is a Contibuting Writer for the North Caroling
Rapiists

Out of town? You can still

read the "Good News'" on

% our new Website:
ST — www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Praise
By Pastor Edward Conser
Tancay Cowmry

It's amazring what praise can do! Fecently, I have been
reading through selacted chapters in the Book of Psalms.
These chapters encourage us to praise God. So, I'd like for
you to furn in your Bible's to Psalm 147, Psalm 147 beging
with 3 command - nof 3 sngzestion, not a request, bt a0
exhaorta-
tion that we need to take as
a divine directiom. It says,
"Praizg ye the Lovd, for it is
Eood f0 SINg Praiies unko our
rod. ™ As believers, we all
know sbout the mportance
of prayer, but what abont
praise? To me, the Bible
especially the chapters I have
been reading, emphasize the
importance of praising our
Lord Here sre some reasons

on why this is impontant:

First, praise reverences Go<d. Look again at Psalm 147:1.
God is good to us, His creation. He takes inferest im s and
knows us. His restorative and creative acis are enough fo
canse His people. vou and me to worship Him. Bacaase of
thiz, the psalmist knows that God is "zreat” and mighfy in
"power" and His nnderstanding is "infinite * He created us to
serve Him. Turm back to Peabm 145:10. Tt says, "4iT thy works
shall praize thee o Lord, and tfy saimtz shall Bless thea" To
me thiz means everything He has created nesds to praise Him.
Chrar in the book of Revelstion chapter 4, there are four iving
cTeafures praising God in the throne room of beaven. They
say day and might, "Hody, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighn, Fho
was and is and iz fe come.” In addiion, the taenty-four elders
fall before Him whe sits on the throne and worship Him who
liwes fiorever and ewver, and cast their crowns before the throne
saying_ " ¥ou are worthy, O Lond, fo recaive glory and honor
and power; For vou craated all things, and by Your way thay
@izt and were created " The word worship iz really related fo
the word “worth.” Worship is an indicator of our worth ship -
how much we think He's worth. God is wortly of our praiss
and our praise reverences our Lord.

A second thing praise does, it reffeshes us. Sometimes [ get
fired. Sometimes I gat tired in the work. And to be homest,
somesimes on Saturday night when I zet hooe I'm empiy. But
I praize od before I enter His pulpit on Sabbath, there are
tong things Tdo: (13 I am consciously claining His power,
and () I am giving Him praise snd worship in oy mind and
heart Look at Pealm 147: 2, 3 to see what I'm talking about.
"The Lord doth build up Jeruzalem. He patheneth fogether the
outcasis qf Izrael. He healeth the brokan hearted and bindeth
iz 3 binding up of that comes when we praise. God created ns
to be God-centerad not salf-centered

Praise reverences our Lord. Praise refreches ws. Praise also
relegsas snd bmilds our farth. Withont faith it is impossible o
please God. Do we know what gives our faith a vitamin shot?
It is to praise our Lord. As we begin to praise God, our faith
just grows because [ believe that praize is faith mmed inside
out. He loves yvou and me. He knows the mumber of kairs on
our heads. Faith is the by-product of our praise. Our faith
reflects our thankfulness. Psalm 147:7 says, "Sing fo the Lord
with thanksgiving.

I camnot think of a better way to prepare for this holiday
sesson than to think sbout the goodness, love, and mercy that
Grpd hlesses us with every new day. Perhaps a5 we anter fnto
this holiday season, we need to listen fo what David wrote in
Pzalm 34:1: “Twill dless the Lord af all imes; Hiz praise shall
fe contimualiy ar my fips."

God Bless you and Happy Holidays.

Ed Covzer &5 the pasior for the Burnnille and Ervin Hills
Sevarth-day Advenist Churches, Previously he served churches
in Ontarie (Canadia), New Tork, Eennucky and North Caroiing
Hi alzo is @ refined Chaplain, Liewtenart Colone!, having speni
20 vaars in the US Afr Force. Partor Cowsor avd his wife gf 25
yaars, Carel hanae fonir adul? chitdnen: Malissa, Eqylee, Meagn
arad Drew. e evyoys sharing the love of Jesns and encouraeing
aiters fo prepare for His soon refurn.

Now when Jeasus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wive men from
the east fo Jerusalem, Mardhew 2:1-13

2018 Ram 5500 Tradesman 4xd
H-O' Dump Bed & More

Dipar Ediror,

Omwer the past several months it kas been dissppomting to read the cohmn called
Lana®s Lines by Lana Bllis which is both critical and misreprezentatve of the
Catholic Church’s teachings. The published mizsion of vour paper states: “All
of s at the Blue Fidge Christian INews feel that our belief in the virgin hirth, the
death and resurrection of our blessed Savior, and knowing that He is coming agzin
1o take us “hoone™ make us brothers and sisters m Christ.™ I conour with and ap-
plaud your mission. The Catholic Charch has besn boldly proclasiming this tmeth
throughout the world for over 2000 years.

The divisions that have resulted over the ages within the Body of Christ are sad
and wagic. [ hope the Blue Ridge Chrisman Mews will cease to publish articles that
obfuscate the teachings of the Catholic Church and thersby misimform its read-
ers. As we anficipate the birth of our Lord this Christmas may we reflect upon
those traths that unite us and pray for greater Christian selidarity both locally and
throughont the world

Smcerely yours in Christ,
Fr. Christopher M. Gober
Pastor, Samt Lacisn Catholic Church

2018 Ram 2500 Laramie Mega
Cab 4x4 Sport Group, Cumming & More

T

2018 Ram 3500 Crew 4x4
& fo choose from, AN fypes of upfita
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www.buchananyoung.com
Cerviimg N Faoe Ever 50 Kears
B28-682-2 84 Easl Main Streel, Burmavilie, HC. 28714
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 Second son of Noah

(Gen.7:13)

4 whose sandals [ am not

worthy to  down and untie

(Mark 1:7)

9 Joshua spared  the prosti-

tute, with her famuly (Josh 6:25)

14 Even on the vou laid a

very heavy yoke (Isa 47:6)

16 Suddenly the fingers of a
hand appeared and wrote

(Daniel 5:3)

18 Helimself  oursmsin

hiz body on the tree (1 Peter

2:24)

19 In your majesty  forth

victoriously in behalf of truth

(Ps43:4)

20 Like men condemned to die

inthe (1 Cor4:9)

21 under oaks and poplars and

_ (Hes413)EIV

22 and a light shined in the

(Acts I22T) KJV

24 T have reached its

heights the finest of its forests

(Isa 37:24)

26 Abner son of Nerhad

down (1 Sam 26:3)

2Bdonotletyour  hand

know what your nght hand 13

doing (Matt 6:3)

30 The shekel is to consist of

twenty  (Ezek 45:12)

33 You have fed them with the

bread of __ (Ps 80:5)

37 The God of peace be with

you all. (Rom 15:33)

40 they decided to  the

money to buy the potter's field

(Matt 27:6-7)

41 Cymus, Danus and Artaxerx-

es, kmpsof  (Ezra 6:14)

42  your unfmling love rest

upon us, O LOBD (Ps 33:22)

43 tll ye be left as

upon the top of a mountain (1,6)

(Isa 30:17) KIV

45 wniten not with  but with

the Spint of the living God (2

Cor 3:3)

46 strugghing with all hus |

which so powerfully works in

me (Col 1:29)

48 large contamer for hquds

49wedonot  waras the

world does (2 Cor 10:3-4)

50 a woman named | a deal-

er in purple cloth (Acts 16:14)

51the  persom is blessed by

the greater (Heb 7:7)

53 So the king and Haman went

to  with Queen Esther (Esth

7:1)

55 Sanmel took a  of oil,

and poured 1t upon (1 Sam 10:1)

EIV

58 So Shadrach, Meshach and
_ came out of the fire (Dan
3:26)

62 he took and sent
them (Gen 43:34) KJV
64a  and a pomegranate,
round about the hem (Ex 39:26)

nunto

65 their hate and their jealousy
have long _ vamished (Eccl
0-6)

67 these things wnte I unto you,

ve sin not (1 John 2:1)

EIV

68 now therefore  thou
somewhat the prievous servi-
tude (2 Chr 10:4) KTV

60TIts will be 25,000
cubits (Ezek 48:13)

70 Chrnist Jesus came mnto the
worldte  smmers (1 Tim
1:15)

711 also want womento
maodestly, with decency (1 Tim
2:9)

72 the east, and to the i
to the south (Gen 28:14)

73 5mgtothe LORD a
song; sing to the LORD (Ps
06:1)

and

DOWN

1 Praise the LOED with
sing unto him with the psaltery
(P=33:2)

2 his only daughter, ~ of

about twelve, was dymng (1.4)

(Luke 2:42)

3 ram that you saw represents

the kings of  and Persia

(Dan 8:200

5 thy works; and the last to be

moTe the first (Rev 2: 19}

6 Give us this day

bread (Matt 6:11)

7 Take apot, and putan

full of manna theremn (Exodus

16:33)

& The supports and  were at-

tached to the top of the stand (1

Eings 7:35)

10 By farth Abel offered God
sacrifice than Can

1,67 (Heb 11:4)

11duga  m the ground and
hid his master's money (Matt
25:18)
12 He trains my hands for
battle; my  can bend a bow
(2 S5am 22:35)
13 Doyour  to present your-
self to God as one approved (2
Tim 2:15)
15 engraving and can execute
any __ given to him (2 Chron
2:14)
17 and will sing praise to the

of the LORD Most High
Ps7:17)
23 and now _ greater than
Jomah i3 here (Matt 12:41)
25 Jesus  wnthdrew to lonely
places and prayed (Luke 3:16)
27 Its posts he made of silver,
its  of gold (Song 3:10)
MOTtiseasierfora  togo
through the eye of a needle
(Matt 19:24)
31 In the first row there shall be
a_ . atopaz and a beryl (Ex
28:17)
32 yeshall offerupan  of-
fering unto the LORD (Num
15:19) KJV

COPYRIGHT 2018 BB EWORDCGANES COM ALL RHGHTS RESERVED

34 John to the seven churches

which are in (Rev 1:4) 113 e
35Tputa__ on your nose, ear- jﬂ-.T:LE owlwill _ there and
nngs on your ears (Ezek 16:12) s (Tsa 34:15)
36 Christ, that though he was rich, 5 #8800
Efletcfs: ir;»;r he became poor four towns and their villages
38 So Chnist was once offered to ?ﬁlfgi and faithifolness
bear the sins of (Heb 9:28) o or you (Prov 3:3)
39 one official is___ by a higher iﬂmﬂmnnﬂmrmfandpu
- and over them both are (Eeel 3™ ™ ") ple (1.3)

: T Eings 4:10)
41 ity S?ﬂﬂjkzlﬂllg bowls, . 59 Your servant has killed both
lampstands (Jer 52:19) the lionand the ___ (1 Sam
43 You will merease my honor 17-36) -
ﬁ{izfi?mfﬂﬂm once___ (B 60 Salvation is found in no one
Manidol _intheshapeofa  groigqay o e

calf (Exod 32:8) 61 and it vomited Jonah ___dry
47 mterpret dreams, explain _ .4 eonah 3-10) -
iufiﬁulve difficult problems (Dan 62 made the hearts of the people

s ___wath fear (Josh 14:8)
49Wmtﬂﬂlem;]1]=ﬂm:’§“e‘” 63 let me have some of that red
?JEﬂzgﬂl]::: IChm?riE] on — _ I'm fﬂmilshi!d (Gen 25:30)
31 "What 15 your name?" "My 50 am; int hel El:;gﬂm
pame is "hereplied Mark 18 0 SR S
5.9) A {1 Sam 7:11)
52 But as the serpent begmled
Solution on page 14
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Silver Charm Bracelets - $10.00
Silver Box Chains - $24.99 & up

14 kt Diamond Earrings appox. 1/2 carat
Yellow or White Gold $399/pair

Huge selection of jewelry 1/2 OFF

X
.
;
X
1
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§

P
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ren R 1.|:l:.l'-"-ul-

Large selection of New & Used Guns
Starting at $60.00

Musical Instruments & Equipment

Electronics, TV's, Game Consoles,
Video Games, Tools, Computors

All 1/2 OFF Retail!
Too Much to List!

GET EXTRA CASH FOR CHRISTMAS
WE LOAN ON ITEMS OF YALUE!

12513 5. 226 Hwy. » Spruce Pine, NC

(828)765-7651

worw bicnews. com
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i:arisun Continues Life's Passion
for Ministry with NCBAM

By Carol Layton

Shirley Carlson chuckles recalling her mindset when
moving o Ashebero in 2017, “We came to Asheboro
thinking we would slow down from mission work. Bt
od had other plans!™ Instead of namowing her and
husband Foger’s callings. God has contineed to expand
their work and use every bit of their knowledge, experi-
ence and passion for His glory.

For most of their lives together, Roger served as a pastor. In 1999, they became
church planters for the Worth American Mission Board and then later served as
project coordinators for the PennoyhvaniaMorth Caroling parmership. They hegan
vohmteering with Baptists on MMission in 20035 when Kamina devastated Gulf
Port, Mizsissippi. Fioger and Shitley began 25 rebuilders—teanng ont, mudding
out, paintng, or “whatever else needed o be done ™ Afier Kaming, the Carlson’s
ravelled from MNorth Caroling to Mississippd every other weekend for more than
a year. “We slept in churches, schools, and all kind of buildings. God gaveus a
heart for the area ™

Since moving to Asheboro, Roger accepied the call to pastor Staley Baptist
Elmchandﬁ]nﬂenumaﬂﬂmﬂ:ﬂnuimaﬂ:pﬂiﬂ.gmghﬁmy{ﬁﬁﬂﬁhﬂﬁ
a Call Center Specialist. Shurley
laughs, “This is the first ome I've
zoiten paid for Baphist work—uarell

been blessed.” Shirley sees her
position at NCBAN as a perfect op-
portunity to use decades of ministy
experiences. “Idy work in the Call
Center is a confinuation of my life’s
passion to help people.”

Shitkey's infimate knowledge of
the aftermath from disasters served
HCBAM clients well when Florence
hit the Careling coast m Septem- S
ber quickly folloaed by Mickael's Vo
blow to the center of the state. The S
Call Center has received more than 70 luricane-ralated calls to date. As a Call
Center Specialist, Shirley pracefully stepped from one area of ministry to another
“I know what it's like for people who have just ived through a dizaster. They
need all kinds of help, but they also need someone to listen to what they've gons
through. I listened prayed with callers, and referred them to Baptists oo Mission
zroups, FEMA  and other agencies offering shelter, feeding units, or other sources
of help in their areas ™

Mot confent to minister only from afar, Shirley took a2 week off from work at
WCBAM to belp in New Bem where Fioger was assessing flood damage. “Tt was
witer devastation—people were almpst m shock not knowing what to do. Seeing
the yellow shirts of Baptists on Mission gave them hope 1 just bupzed people and
let them tell me their stories. ™

Shirley's experiences m disaster relief miske her a strong proponent of one of
NCBAM = newest outreaches—T¥isaster Preparedness for Aging Adults. The
onireach was developed becanse older adults are fypically disproportionately af-
fected in disasters and other emergencies. For example, durning Hgricane Eairina,
seniors accounted for 74% of casualtes even though only 15% of the population.
The onireach helps charches plan, implement, and maimtsin Disaster Preparedness
nunisiries fior their most volnerable.

Afier years of volunteering in dizaster relief Shirley knows too well the stug-
zles people face in recowvery. 5o often people wait too late and are not prepared
Cluarches need to hawve 3 plan in place to check on their slderly members who are
frail—whether it's 3 hoge disaster like Florence or just localized power ontagzes
from ice storms. Preparation is so important™

Ty lpam mors or to schedule 3 Disaster Preparedness fraining at vour chorch,
call the WCEBAM Call Center at 377 306 2224,

Carod Layton is the Direcfor gf Communications and _Admimiziration for NCBAM
at Baptist Children's Homez of North Caroling

Storytime with Mrs. Claus

SATURDAY DEC 15TH 1 PM
THE MARKET ON OAE - SPRUCE PIKE

COOKIES & MILE TOOI
CALL FOR MORE INFO 745-05T71

Foised to be our Savior
By Een and Jan Merap
Avery Courty

Sancruary. A sacred or boly (et apam) place.
A place of refinge.

Have vou ever needed such a place where you
conld fecus . be quiet, undistracted, away from
the main strezm of lifs, peacefial . even when all
aronnd you is amything uaf rangue] ?

Irecsll a ime when God had compelled me
1o take 15 years of my weekly columas and select some for a devotional book. It
was gquite scary and exciting all at once.

The process was arduous. The more I moved abead, the less T koew. Finally I
declared “T can’t do this!™

Then the Lord whispered to my spirit, “Me vou can't But I can With Me all
things are possible ™

I was poised to complete the project, but first I needed a place fo be.

And =0 we headed to the moumtaivs where I regained mry forus and cleared my
thongzhis through prayver and meditation on God’s Word. . Psalm 121: 1 and 2,
NETV in particular, which says, “7will [t up s ver fo the halls — fhom whance
comes my help? My help comes from the Lord, who made heman and earth ™

Peace fiooded my soul. [read the rest of the psalm snd leaned o his Kesping
and preserving power. We would write this book together. I was nowr poised to
really complete this endeavor. My beart had rediscovered its sancmary.

When Jesus left hesven and all its zlory and took on the form of & lnoman be-
ing...starting out as a baky. . ust like us, He came poised to be our Savior, Mo
one else could do what He was abouf to do becauss no one else was sinless,

As He went from childbopd throngh adaltbeed, His mission never wavered He
had come to live among us, be the substitrtionary sacrifice for sinfol mankind and
rize again to Five eternal life to 1l who believe.

His heart’s rafinze was with the Father in heaven. The Garden of Gethsemane
was His place to be. . _to commune with His Father and eventually say, “Mot my
will but yours.”

He came willingly so that God the Father could give us the most indescribable
present that first Christmas. He gave us his presence throngh Jesus Christ, God
ihe Son. And be confimies to gladly come into the heant of anyone who trusts
Him as Sawvior filling them with His presence.

If you want to know tme peace, the only sancteary for your soul is found in
Jezsus. He personifies all yvou're longing for and mores,

This Christmas, be poized to belonz to him. Salah

SNOW SNUGGLE

This gemile dove snuggles up on this smowy brarch,
instincvely fgling her feathers fo keap warm...
trustimg her Creater’s care.
What was it like af Jesns’ biveh as
He smuggled in swaddling clothes and lay in a manger?
He war Immanuel__ God with 5.

s dhat we conld have a place af refhge,
snuggled and embraced.

“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High
Shall abide nnder the shadow of the Almighty. ..
He shall cover you with Hiv featfers.

And under His wings you shall take refiige. ™
Fralm 31: 1 & 4

Eem and Jan love residing in the mountaing gf Avery Conngy. Fizit Jan'’s new biog
(@ pauseandconsider net, Journgying with Jam; and Een's photos at kenmeroppho-
fagraphy. com.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

warw brenews.com
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Out of the Holidays
By Rachel Cruze

It's the most wonderful tme of the yvear, which means
boliday shopping i= underway! If vou're a spender like
fies_ The holidays are such a magical ome of year, but
I think we can all agres they're not-so-magical for our
wallats,

It's easy to lose sight of what matters during this
special season and fes] pressured to overspend. But it |
is possible to enjoy the holidays and mot let them nom inte a debt hangover
Tanuary. Here are 2 few ways you can save this holidsy season and still enjoy your
fme:

Make a Christmas budzet

Crhrarspending is easy o do when yvon don’t make 2 plan for your money. We
know Chriztmas is an December 25th every year. Your Christmas will be less
stressful—and more festive—if you creste 4 budpet ahead of fime and plan
for your purchases. I like using the EveryDollar app. You can bst ot all yoor
Chiristmas expenses including the gifrs you want to buy for people, and track your
dzet on the gal
Set expectations early with voor ldds

Driscontentment happens when kids expect the whole toy store under the ee
before Christmas moming. If 3 new bike's not in the budzet, let themn know.
Mizke 3 list and check It twice

Who doesa’t love giving gifts to their loved ones? Ii's so mnch fium, but those
exrpenses can add up. Make a list of everyone vou want to buy for and assign a
dollar amounnt to each person. And stick to it! If you can’t afford m buy a gift for
someone, there are lots of free boliday activities to enjoy together. Spend some
quality tme with them instead. T promise you, they will appreciate that just as
omch, if not mors!

Bemember what the holidays are aboot

There is a lot of pressure around the holidays. Bat don't lose sight of what re-
ally matters this season, and that is speading time with the people you love. Ten
years from nowr it won't mater whe got what zift or what party you went to. What
will matter most are the mermoTies you creste with the people closest to yow

I promise you, the holiday season will e omach less stressful if you figure ot
how much you have to spend and set some boundaries! Come spring, when youw
start planning that family vacaton, you'll be thankfiol you aren’t =6l paying off
Chrisonas debt. And if yvon want your holidays to be muly memy, foous on spend-
ing time with family and less on smff?

About Rachel Cruze. 4z a #1 New Fork Times best-selling auther and host gf The
Rachel Cruce Show, Rachel help: peopie learn the proper ways o handie manay
and stay ouf of debt. She 5 authored three best-zelling bovks, including Love Tour
Life. Nor Theirs and Smart Money Smarr Kds, whick she co-wroie with her father,
Digve Ramsey. You can follow Cruze on Twitter and Instagram af (@ RachelCruze
and anline at racheloruze com, yourube comrachelcruze or facebook comrachal-
PIMIEVCTUEE.

Serving Others at Christmas

We tiptped up the steps, ontoe the porch, and gently taid down the goodies:
cannad vegetables, a frozen trkey and various foods all packaged n 3 lanndry
basket. Anpther "secret basket” contained presents.

My G-year-old son, Byan whispered, "WMopwry, do you think they]] like the
presents™

"Of course they will, ™ I whispered back.

The wooden steps creaked when we descended and ran hack o the car.
Breathless and giddy, ory son asked, "Dio you think they'll know we did it?™
"I hope mot, becaise

Watthew & says,
“When you zive to
the nesdy, do not let
vour left hand knowr
whart your right is
doing. so that youor

madeling selfless ziving. Providing oppornmities for your children io see you
give to others will halp them to zet excited about generosity. Kids of all ages can
leamn to give anonymonsly, but don't expect them to be wobved beyond what
they're capable of developmentally. Secret baskets are a great place to stan. Set
your sights on someone with a financizl, physical, emotional or spiritoal need. and
snomymously gifi them wseful items with a note of encouragement attached.

Here are more idess for encouraging senerosity in your kids, whatever their
HZE:

- to-3-yvear-olds

Prazchool children can leamn to give within the confines of family. Teach them
to snpak a yvummny food trest onto the plate of a loved ons. Help them hide a piece
of wrapped candy in someone’s lunchbeor, "Shhh don't tell” &= something they will
understand. As they do secrefive things that make others happy, they will soon
discover that sharing is fim.

4- to-T-year-olds

Let your child belp you shop for ftems and package them with prayers and
Scriptures mcked inside. Ask local bospitals or nursing homes to distribute them
anomymously to those who are sick and lonaly.
8- to-12-vear-olds

Make handcrafted cards with your tareen Mail them withowt revealing the
sempr's identity. A hopefial messape lifts the spints of someons who needs to hear
God caraes.

Yiom can also encourages your tween to leave unsisned pratimds notes on restan-
rant tables and store coumters. Is there a greater mift than to tell someone that his
of her hard work is noticed?

13- to-18-yvear-olds

Teens have youthful energy o invest. When an elderly or sick neighbor rums er-
rands or goes to the doctor, ask your teenager to mow the neighbaors laowm, shovel
snow or wash his windows. An apomyvimous message of God's love, ucked behind
the neighbor's screen door, will brighten the day for both the miver and recipient.
Ax teens begin to eam their own money, they can spread joy by secretly giving
small pifts to strangers. Suggest that vour teen purchase a mowie ticket for the
third person back or leave a dollar with the store clerk toward the water, soda or
coffee of the nevt customer who comes .

Sacret mifts teach children to help those in need. Ay occasion is 3 good tme to
suIprise someons with the love of Jesus Christ

All children need a
family to celebrate
Christmas with. A
loving family that the
child can share the
love and joy of the
Christmas spirit. Every
child in foster care
deserves to have a
family to love them.
Make a difference
foster/adopt a child.
Contact McDowell
County DSS
828-652-33535.

warw brenews. com
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L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture

-
gt Yy

STOCI{IHG STUFFERS

All Mattresses 40-60% OFF
Adjustable base starting at $799
136 Worley Road - Maril;m.. Hﬂ

Tumday - Friday  Saturdsy  Sanday & Monday
ame - épre  10am - 4pem Closed

F_x.lt.ﬂ.l 1-40 -
(828) 652-7667

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

Money Problems
By Dr. Mark Creech

After suffering a heart attack and baving guadmple
bypass surgery, 3 man awakened to find himselfin a
Catholic hospital with Muns taking care of him_ A=
they mursed him back to good health, one of the Wumns
acked if he had health insurance. “Mo. anfortumately
oot he replied. “Dio you have sny money o the
bamk 7" asked the Mun. “TVo. WNo money in the bank
either,™ the man zaid. “Tho vou have any relatives you
conld ask for help™ the Num continned. The man replied, “T only have a spinster
sister who is a Moo " At this remark the Moo became irmtated. “Muns are not spin-
sters;” she said demonstrably, “Muons are marmied to God!™ “Alright then ™ said the
man, “Send the bill o my brother-in-law,™

Your sister may oot be a Mun, bat if Christ is vour Savior, you have a rich,
heavenly Father who knows your every nesd.

Jesus said “Don b waorry, saying, “What will we omt? "or "What will we dring™’
or "What will we wear? ' For the idolaters eagerly seek all these things, and your
haavanly Fathar bnows thar you nead them. But seek first the Hngdom of God and
Fix righteousness, and all these things will be provided ™ (Wt 6:31-32)

It's characteristic of people who don't know God to be anxicus about money
znd sll the problems that arizse when it’s moning short. Bat this shouldn't be the
case for people who have learmed to relate to God as their lowving heavenly Fathar,

God is not umcaring, capricious, of unpredictable. He loves his children better
than we love our own Jesns also said, “Fhat man among vou, I s son @k him
Jor bread, will give him a stone” Or [ he asks for a fizh, will give kim a make?” If
you ther, who are evii, Inow how fo ghee Food gifts fo your children, how mch
more will your Farther in heaven give good things to thore who azk Him! (M.
T:8-11}%

Moreover, it makes litile sense to live one’s life just around making a living,
which can be an endless dradzery of existimg to pay bills. However, this is the
way mast people cary on their ves.

Steven I. Cole on Bible.org shares 3 marvelons story that illestrates this point.
“An American businessman was at the pier of a small coastal Mexican village
when a small boat with just one fisherman docked. Inside the small boat were sev-
eral large yellowfin mna. The Amencan complimented the Mexican on the goality
of his fish and asked bow long it teok to caich them.

“The hexican replied, “Only a linle while.”

“The American then asked why didn’t be stay out longer and carch more fish.

“The Mexican said that he had enough to suppert his family’'s immediste needs.

“The American then asked, “But what do you do with the rest of your time?

“The Mexican fisherman said, ‘I sleep late, fish a Litfle, play with my children,
tzke siests with my wife, hMara swoll inte the villaze each evening, whers I sip
wine and play oy soitar with my amiges. I have a full and asy life. senor’

“The American scoffed, ‘T am 3 Harvard MEBA and could belp you. You should
spend more time fishing and with the procesds ay a bigger boat. With the pro-
ceeds from the bigger boat, yon could oy several boats. Evenmally, yon wounld
have a fleet of fishing boats. Instead of selling your caich to 3 middleman you
would sell directly to the processor, evenmally opening your own cannery. You
would control the product, processing, and distmibuation. You would need o leave
this small coastal fishing village and move o Mexico City, then to L A, and even-
mally to Mew York City, where yvou will mn vour expanding enterprise.”

“The Mexican ficherman asked ‘But senor, how long will this all fake?"

The American replied, ‘Fifteen to twenty years.’

‘Butf what then senor?”

The American laughed and said, “That's the best part. When the time is nght,
yvou wonld aonounce a stock offer, sall your company stock to the public, and
become very rich. You would make millions.’

‘Millions, senor? Then what?

“The American said, “Then you would retire. Move to a small coastal fishing
village where you would skeep late, fish a little, plav with your kids, rake siesta
with your wife, sitell to the village in the evenings, where you could sip wine and
play vour guitar with your amigos.”

Diom’t wiorry when it seems you don't have enpugh to make ends mest. Don't
live your life the way most people do — canght up in 3 vicious cycle of frying to
ot more and more so :
you won't have to be
worried about money, or
50 you can live in ease.

Focus mstead on the
higher things of life.
Furuoe and devalop
your relamonship with
God dwongh Christ
hiske God's business
your business, placing it
shove all other business
and the Lord will take
care of everything alse

Tell your creditors to gef in towch with your brother-in-Law. Well, no, perhaps
it"s best not tell them that unless a Bun is your sister. But neither shonld you be
consumed with anxiety. You can frust your heavenly Father and fuon the matter
over to him.

Raverand D Mark Creech iz Executive Direcior gf the NC Chriztian dction

League. Tou may contact him at revmarkereech|@chrizianachionleague org or
RIR-FET-D60G

www. brenews. com
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The Inspiring Word

He Dwells Among US!

By Pastor Terry Chesk
MeDowall Cownty

As we find oarselves once again preparing to celebrate
Christmas; Christians find themsalves face to face with the
conftict of worldly fantasy and spiriual realiny!

As we celebrate Chrisimas let’s revisit the incamation
In Jobn's pospel chapter 1 and verseld we read. "dnd the
Word war made fesh, and dwelf among uz., (ond we baheld ki glory, the glory as
gf the only begoften gf the Father ) fuil gof erace and truth. ™

The birth of Tesus was unique to s3y the least. The birth of oy other child is the
creation of a new persomality. Mew life is created, a life that mever existed before.
The birth of Fesus was not the creation of 2 new personality or even the crestion
of 3 new life, it was the coming of deity who had existed from etemity. Is there
any wonder the angels awoke the shambering echoes of the Fudean hills with their
praise?

Jobn describes the incamation using four words that condensze the 2500 words
used by Luke. John tells us Jesus “dwelt among us. ™ The Greek word eskenpsen
gives us the meaning of pitching 3 tent. Said another way Jesus tabemacled smomg
us. This word is significant in John's gospel when describing the incamation.
Some scholars believe Jesus was actually bom on the first dav of the joyoas anmn-
al Jewich faast of rabernscles (15th of Tisri or on our calendar September 20 in the
year 4 BC). If this is the case, Jesus ciroumcision which took place on the eighth
day would have taken place on “the grear day gf the feast” mentioned by John in
7:37. Begardless of where you stand on this thought it is an interesting study.

When we hear the word tasbemmacle it remdnds us of the rich typolosy of the
Old Testament tabemmacle and its hidden glory. Have you ever thought about the
tabemacle, it has no ontward beauty” The fornimre of the outer court was made of
brass (copper). The curmains were linen, pessibly bleached white by the sun. The
only color was the entrance zate which gawe access to the brazen altar. Looking on
from the outside there was nothing glorions abont the tabemacle. It appeared to be
just another tent placed smony the tents of the common pecpls, only the taberma-
cle was larger. When the
tabemacle was moved
from place to place the
gold fomitare was care-
fully covered from the
eves of the curions.

The glory of the Lord
was a hidden glory.
When Jesus came 1o
pitch His tent, He did not
Lay aside His deity, He
simply weiled His glory.
The Apaostle Fobm tells us
“we Beheld his glory, ™

“the glory as of the only begotien of the Father: flill gf grace and truth. ” These
remarks should divect our minds to the Shekinah glory that filled the tabemacle
The Lord Tesms had an inner glory that permanently resided within Him. Jobn
reakized this inmer glory, he saw God I Christ, “the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and tmath.™ John was referencing the days he had speat
in the company of the Lord Jesus. When John tells ns “we beheld his glory™ John
is describing the plory that an only begotten Son receives from a Father Alzo John
tells us they saw coe “full of erace and oruth ™ this is a Hebraism for the sum toral
of diving revelation; grace iz a reference to the revelation of God as love and tmeth
15 a reference to the revelstion of God as light.

As we calehrate Chrisfmas let’s look upon it a5 more than 2 baby in 3 manger.
Let's look upon it a5 a celebration of the Incarnation of God who tabernacled
among us and stll resides in the hearts of everyone who knows Him as Lord and
Savior foday.

Merry Christmas and May God richly bless yon this season!

Torry Cheek iz pastor of Cabvary Mizsionary Baptis? Church in Marion NC. Tou
can contact Terry by email at rerrycheekédimgmail.com or by phone ar (828)
460-a1 0.

Freedom Life Enterprises:
* Marion Fabric & Upholstery
» Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « 828-559-2T00

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Christmas

By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell County

What has happened this vear Here it is Chnisomas upon us
amain. It won't be long tll the Malls are full of shoppers Look-
mg for the right gift for their loved ones. There will be Christ-
mas nmsic being plaved at Churches, Buosinesses, and on the
Badip. I love to bear Christmas music n the air, it excites me
very mch T pusss we have all heard the familiar Christmas Song, “The Toelve
Drays Of Christmas™. I never thought of it being a Christian Soog bt the other Day
I ram across this interesting amicle about the Teehme days of Christmas.

The twelve days of Christmas refer to the period of time between Christmas
Diay, the 25th day of December, which celebrates the birth of Jesus, to the &t of
Tamnary, the day of the Epiphany, when the wise men came to bonor the Lord Jesus
Christ at Bethlehesm

It kas been szid that the song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas ™ dates back
to the 16th cenmry when Christians were not allowed to practice Christiamity in
England The song was written to help the young believers leam the truths of their
faith

The phrase. “Bdy moe love.™ refers o God who loves ws; “me™ every belisver,
and the “parmidge in a pear frea™ to the Lord who wept over Temsalem saying, "0
Jarrsalem, Jerzalem .. how gften world I have pathered thy children together evan
az @ han gathered her chicks under her wing, and ye world not” Matthew 23:37.

The other symbols mean; 2 turtle doves- the “01d md Wew Testaments; 3
French hens- “faith, Hope and charity,” 4 calling birds-the fonr gospels; 5 zolden
rings, the first five books of the Old Testament { The Book of laws), § geese a lay-
mg- the & days of creations; 7 swans a swimming- the 7 Sacraments of the Catholic
Church; the & maids a milking- the £ Beatmdes; 9 ladies dancimg- the & fwits of
the spirit; 10 lords a leaping- the 10 conumandments; 11 pipers pipmg- 11 faihful
apostles; 12 dmmimers droniming- the 12 points of the Apostle’s Creed.

So now when you hear “The Twehre Days of Christmas™ fry o see how many of
the 12 vou can rernember what they stand for Tanould also like to challengs yon to
remember that the greatest gift that anyone will ever receive m thedr life is the gift
of Sahration. Please take time and thank God for his Son Fesus Christ and for His
great love for all mankind. I pray that all of you kave a very Mermy Christmas this
VE4T.

Professing and Practicing:

= It"s ot wihat we eat but whar we digest thar mskes us swong.

= It"s mot wihat we gain bat what we give that makes us nch.

= It's not wihat we read bur what we remember that makes us educated.

= It's not wihat we hear but what we heed that makes us Christians.

Words of Windoom:

= ¥Wou may give withont loving but you can’t love withowt giving

= Chd ape is something that everyone else reaches hafore we do.

= It 2 greater thing to obey the Bible than to preach it

= The siraight and namow path wonldnt be so namow if more people would walk it
= The way you spend Christmas is more imporant than howr pach vou spend.

= To be actve is one thing but to be effective is another thing.

Help From Cod A little Humor: A Little Boy came screaming ont of the bath-
room, T dropped my toothbrush in the foilet!™ “Trash it” said the mother, who kept
bmshing her teeth. “T'm somy,” he said, “T dido’t wash yours when I dropped it in
the toiler last night.” Every parent needs a kot of help from God, and a little ummor
helps, too.

Steve Williams iz the Pastor gf Barry Chapel Baptist Church in Spruce Pine.
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Bv Lucv Burleson
Provided by Mame Watson
Mirchell Conwnty

I"WA4AS THE NIGHT BEFORE JEAT'S

Twas the might bafore Jesus cam and all threngh the honse,
Nort q person was praying, nor on i das howse
The Bibles were lain on the shell withonr care,
Mot thinkang thay Jesus wonld ever appear.

The Chaldrem were dressing o crawl inie bed,
Nor once ever imeeling or bowing their head
And Masm in her rocker with baby on Rer lap,
Was warching dhe late show witile T rook a nap.

When one of the Egs there arose suek a clarter,
I sprang te my feet fo see whai was the miaier.
Away o the window I flew like @ fash,
Tore gpen the shusters and threw up the sash.

Fihen what vo my wondering eves shonld appear,
Bui angels proclaiming thar Jesns was here!
Wich o fighe Iike the swn sending forth g brighs ray,
I fmew in @ migment diis mnst be THE DAT!

The light of His faoce made we cover my head
T was Jesuy! Remurning jrest e He said.
And theugh I paszessed worldly wisdom and wealth,
T eried when I saw Him in spife af myrelfl

In the Book of Life which He held in His hand
s wriiten the name gf svery saved man.
He spoke not @ word as He searched for my name:
Wher He said, “Tt's mor here”, miy head linng in shame.

The people wivese rames had been wrirten with love
He gathered fo rake to His Father above.
With those wits were ready He rose withent sound,
While aif the rest were laft standing arpumnd.

I fell to my Eress, but it was oo lafe,
I had waited foo long and thus sealed my fate
1 stwod and I oried as they rose out of sighe.
&, i only we had beew ready fonmighe!

In the words af this poem the meaming is clear,
The coming gf Jesns v drawing so wear.
There’s only one lffe and when comes the last call,
We'll find tha the Bible was mrue gffter all!

Jesns vaid, “Be ready, for snrely I eome guickiy i
ARE TOU READY?

Ay mom laf a3 spirmal legacy o all who knew her Her life was 2 testimowy for

Christ. hame Wason

Digar Diave,

My fiance and I are geting mamied in thres weeks, bas
bz lost his job as an expenenced HVAC technician ara
hospimal a few days azo. Do von think we should still zo
on 3 honeymoon, or wait untl things are more stakle? I'm
on Babw Step 3 of vour plan, zpd [ make 356,000 a vear.
I also have 57,000 in an emergency fund. He was mak-
ing 564,000 a vear, and ha's oo Baby Step 2 with sbowut
F10,000 in car debr remainng., We have 33,000 already
zaf aside for the oip, plus anodher 52 000 we were plan-
ning to put toward fixing up his place
Corina

Diear Corins,

First, congramlatdons on yvour npomning wedding! T hope vou two will hase
lonz and kappy lives together

Uzually, I'm not & big fan of spepding when somecne loses a job. Bui I think
your siniatton is & lile different than most. You're both seroas about dump-
ingz delbr and getting coamal of your frances. Plas, you're working tegather, and
you've already got a nice chunk of cash parked in the bank. Thart rells me yvou'ra
both wize enough 1o know the jmpomance of saving.

Yonr muy can find another job m 2 couple of weeks, considering his field and
experience. Companiss everywhere are hinng paople nght now, and the econanyy
iz boponing! Tf he gets out thers and really busts it looking for unmarpnrsclrnn
leading up o the wedding I thivk you two will be fine. He might even be shble to
work it out to stam mght afer the honeymoon.

“ou two have some Snancial padding, his job s an easy one o replace, aed his
income will b2 restored soon if he'll just get out there and maka it happen. Go oo
the honeymoon, and have a wonderful mue. God bless yon both!

—Dave

Diear Diave,
Should I kesp buying dental insurance fior my kids, or is if just o gioneck?
Branda,

Dipar Branda,

Dienral insrancs is ooe of those things where 1t°s aasy 1o ses that the payour is
greater than the renon. We've had dental insurance proposed to ns atmy company
several tmes as an employes banefit, bt when you add vp what you pay for it
you'll find vou rarely spend that muack on dentistry. In many cases, I advise salf-
imsuring for dental care.

Mow, there is a deatal discoant compary I highly reconumend called 1TRantal
cotn. This kind of thinz 1s warth it As 3 member, vou g2t disconnted rates an
dantal work when vow visit an in-petwork provider. I've gotten 1o koow the folks
babinpd thiz orgawizaton, too, and thev're zreat people.

Hope this halps. Brenda!

Dave Ramsay is CEQ of Ramsey Solutions. He har authored seven best-seling
book:s, mcluding Tie Total Money Makeover. The Danve Ramzay Show is heaed
Iy more than 14 million lsfenars each waek on 00 radio siatfons and mulspie
aigital plagbrms. Follow Dinee on the web at daveramsey. com and on Taiiier af
i DaveRamsgy.

..

LakeVlew Mercantlle & Gardens

“'"“l_llmmm

]
L5

3&4 Generatmn Owners » 55 Years Expenenr:e New Merchand;se

Melissa and Doug Toy Center ¢ Poinsettias * Fresh Trees * Wreaths
Roping * Decorations * Permanent Trees & Wreaths

Gifts for Your Gardener

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC » 765-9133
Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm
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From SOUTHWEST
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And she shall bring forrh a son. and thou shalr call his
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from rheir sins.
Marrhew 1:21

SOUTHWEST

T:adﬂlg Hours: 828-7T65-8261
M Won-Sat, 2am -5pm. 279 Oak Ave,

T Rt Spruce Pine, NC

(i ne et ) =7 T Rt ot bt iinchbbl it e C]Eﬂl‘ CIH H'Er

WA, Swtradlin Qoo mpany. o

Change Lives

For more Information Contact Ginger Robinson at:
(828)-688-6400

Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stnpr’i:y our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure F
to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has _ ——t
weather proof polywood turniture, customizable fire pits, and our BT gl " u
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and i
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g
work. Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com i

e Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777 e Cerr
=
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Matthew 1:18-25 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary
was espoused fo Joseph, before they came fogether, she was found with child of the Holy Gheost.
19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away privily. 20But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel
of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thon son of David, fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 214nd she
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from
their sins. 22Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the LORD by
the prophet, saying, 23Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 24Then Joseph being
raised from sleep did as the angel of the LORD had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:
25And knew her not fill she had brought forth her firsthorn son: and he called his name Jesus.

Weny Chistmas pom Al of Yo ot
The Blue Ridge Ohistion Thows!
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PRUITT HEALTH WOULD LIKE TO
WISH YOU MERRY CHRISTMAS'!

W% !

'X‘ PruittHealth

HOME HEALTH

There's no place like home.

PruittHealth Home Health delivers premium care in the
comfort of your own home. Our clinicians provide nursing
services, physical and speech therapies, IV care, social
services, and more.

We provide the same exceptional service, with the same
caring staff, with a new name. The PruittHealth family is
growing, and we remain committed to caring for you and
your health.

Avery County: Mitchell County: Yancey County:
(828) 7331550 (828) 688-342 (828) 682-78125

pruitthealth.com
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