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Freedom to Hope

By Marlens Houk

Izaiah §1:1 The Spirdt gf the Lord GOD iz upon me;
becaquse the LORD hath anointed me fo preach pood
fidings unto the meek, ke hath sent me fo bind up the
Irokenhearied, fo prociaim liberty fo the capinees, and
the opaning af the prison to them that ane bownd,;

“Every dollar we had went m buying dmags,” Tulie
says. “We used to be a family imvolved in sporms with
o young boys, but now we'd sold our house, our car,
everything to finance our drug addiction ™ Years later, destiinte, homelsss, and
desperate. Fulie met sorneone 3t 8 wormen's shelter who said, “You've zot to go to
Fresdom Life ™

Freedom Life. tucked info the fopthills of western Morth Carolinz, operates
in the perfect spot to serve an area of significant need in the McDwowell commu-
nity. They are committed o ministering to the complex needs faced by men and
womnen who are currently incarcerated in jail or prison, who are in ransition from
jail or prison back into the comnuanity, or who have a crimins] record and simply
need help. In seeking to provide assistance fo justce imvolved men and women
and their families, Freedom Life uses a holistic approach that groups their very
complex needs into four main aress:

* Belztionsl

= Practical (job, housing, transportation. fmancizl basic needs like food &
clothing)

According to the website: www Freedomifelfinisiriss org, in 2012, Danmy
Hamiptom, who at that time worked as 2 Prison Chaplain and Case Manager for
McDowell Mission, saw the potential and need to create an enfirely new minisiry
to help people whose lives had been impacted by judicial prosecution and incar-
Cerafion. Six years later, this faith-based solafion to addiction and reentmy offers
mmazring resulis of freedom o hope,

Freedom Life offers “Life Plan” development and guidsnce that inchudes mnlt-
ple levels of enFapement depending upon a person’s own conunitment to their life
rancition and ransfomational need . The plan may be as simple 3: 3 hot meal amd
rooan for the night or as invelved as addressing all four aress of need mentioned
sbove af the same thme. In Jalie's journey, her Life Plan inchuded faith. She says,
“I wake up every morning thanking God becansse Freedom Life has polled me ot
of the pit.™ Tulis works full-tme a new experisnce since twelve years ago when
she became an addict. She now owms & car, and has a place to Hve.

Fresdom Life provides personal and pastorsl guidance, resources, and hope.
The results may vary from managing others in the process of recovery and reentry
through warkforce development to singing m the mwusic cwireach team or working
outdoor festvals. Scone have regained custody of their children. Plapming toward
pew and mwansformed lives offers hope to all. Many individuals are living proof
that the program works and goes beyond expectations.

Chris relatss his experience to Freedom Life “T was in a car wreck in 1906 and
during that time I wound up getting hooked on prescopticn painkillers. Eventwally
that led me to prison several imes. I prayed to &od and ssked him for help. That's
how I got o meet Danoy Hampton. Mow, out of prison, I play in the nmsic minis-
iry bere [at Freedoon Life] with Bay and David and Danny and Scoft. It's a feelimg
like I've never had in my life, better than any dmg that I've ever had.™

Help and support n the form of practical areas such as honsing resourcing,

FREE

workforre development, and medical needs propel the clients to greater success.
Counseling and support groups belp restore mental and spirimal health. Bible
Study and pastoral care lift depressed spirits. Freedom Life also provides grief
counseling, addiction accoumtability, parenting resources, in-prison nunistry, and
preparation for reeniry.

“I didn’t think nobody wanted me umless I was drinking o1 nsing.” says Eim,

2 pamcipant in the Freedom Life program. I was i jail around Thanksziving

of last year when God sent Danny [Executive Director], Melissa [Client Care
Diirector], and Scott [Mnsic Mindsiry] to me. They were my heross. Buot thiz is a
beautifil journey. It's w0 easy to talk fo the people at Freedom Lifs. They not only
halped me with my medical concemms, but they showed me the right way to go.™
The goal of Freedom Life is to “build an interconnecting support network of
churches and other community agencies and orzanizations. This compmnity sap-
port system is the backbone of an overall effort to provide help and support o
men and women both cuorently incarcerated and released.” Ower eighty orpaniza-
tons, churches, and government agencies work with Freedom Life o assist justice

Mot onky does Freedom Life's minisiry affect the incarcerated and reinteprated
individheals, bt the non-profit alse mmpacts their fanulies and comnmnites, Dian-
oy, a client. and Chase his son, reflect on this influence. Chase says, “Diecember
18, I zot to mowve back n with my Dad, just because of Freedom Life’s mumistry
and the grace of God. It's imbelievable now what moy life is 8= compared to ooy
life a= 3 child My little brothers are coming back in twoe months, and T couldn’t be
more excited.” Chase's father adds to his son’s sppreciation. He comments, “Ii's
mme to grow up, you know, and realize how moch we are burting our kids and the
damage we've already dome to them and ity o change and reconcile. Siting here
with Chase today is proof that it can happen, but it didn’t come from just sitting
around and wishing it. It takes a kot of work. I thank God for Danny Hampton and
Freedom Life "

In 2017, Freedom Life:

* Ministered to 930 men and women in jail and prison and over 160 men and
wiomen in the commumity

* Rejeiced over 270 men and women who committed or recormmitted their lives
to Christ

* Lad owver 120 Bible smdies and facilifated over 100 Bible basad suppart
Eroups

= Provided over 2,500 hours in Bible based spirinal counsaling

* Performed nmltiple concerts in prson, jail, charches, and the compninity

* Helped muliiple wvolumiesrs offer mentorme/discipleship in jails and opened

= Provided over 20,000 miles of transportation and over 363,000 in financial
[esSourCing

= Artained a 744 recidivism rate among level three clients (Fecidivism is the
likelihood that the person will commit another crime: the lower the nomber, the
more successful the program )

Fresdom Life panticipates in statewide effores o reduce recidivism. They work
with the Stare Feentry Council Collsborative and established a lncal McDowall
Besniry Council in Movember of 2018, They also work regionally fo belp sur-
roumding counties develop Reentry Council capacity. In an incredible, God-sent
decision in September of this year, the federal povernment awarded Freedoon Life
5 500,000 for their Sacond Chance Act grant, one of only eleven national awards.
Along with other local grants such as the Conrmmity Foundstion of Western
Morth Carolina, regional and state grants such as the Este B. Reyvnolds Foundation
and Melvin B. Lane, this federal grant will ensble the orzanization to facilitate the

continued on paga §
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Does yoﬁr child experience
any of the following?

® Test anxiety e Sadness

e Bullying ¢ Self-harm

e Difficulty remaining in class e Difficulty sitting still

® Excessive worry ¢ Difficulty paying attention

Crossnore Clinical Services now offers outpatient therapy services by
licensed or associate-level clinicians (LCSW, LMFT, or LPC) employed

by Crossnore School & Children’s Home. Models used by clinicians vary
based on the needs of the child and family. Services are provided on the
Avery County campus and bi-lingual services are provided, subject to

availability.

Call toll-free 1-866-892-6213 for more information
and to schedule an appointment.

CROSSNOREY‘

school & children’s home

100 DAR Drive | FO. Box 249 | Crossnore, NC 28616
Toll-Free (B&6) 892-6213 | www.crossnore.org

www brenews . com January 2019 - Blue Fidze Chnstian News page 2



Contents

In Every Issue

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm - p. 15

Life Lessons - p. 9
Your Government - pp. 32-33

BLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN NEWS

Publisher/ Co-editor — Doug Hamell

B28-467-0280

dough@bronews. com
Dffice Manager/Co-editor — Barbara Hamell

823-785-6800
B2B-167-3644

barbarsh@bronews.com

Sales:
Doz Harmell
B23 4470280

dongh/bronews. com

Church Directory:

Dioug Harmell
B2B-T65-6E00

dough@bronews. com

"o Beautifiul upon the mountains ane the feet of him that bningeth
good tidings, that publisketh feace: that bringeth good tidings of good,
that fublisheth salvation: that saith wnts Gion. Thy God neigueth!”
Isaiah 52:7 KJV

Mildred Parker

5id Houk

Brent Famsey

Carolyn Mchlahon
Graphic Design / Layout
Lymn Yaccaring
hynny(@hrcoews.com
Blue Ridee Chrivtian News
261 Ok Ave,
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Oiffice — E28-T765-6800
Fax — B2E-766-2157

mfojEhrcoews.com

2 ACN

derimadein b Eeshdl me Mewidee

. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES Great Hope Tth day Adventist ()  Yancey Seninr Center (10} HOUSING RESTAURANTS

Jonathan's Used Appliances (11) Morganien Seventh day Adventat (1) Clayton (26) Mbeles Resturant (41)
Pine Branch Bagtint {d) FARM SUPPLIES Bastam Chef (22)

AUTONOBILES - Dealers Pammtres Presbyterian (4) Grifith's General Stare (19) INSURANCE Bubba’s Geed Eats (15)

John Greene Chrysler (1) St Lucian Cathelic 4) FURNITURE Miller Insurance Group (24)

AUTONOBILES - Tires West Burnsville Batist (8) L& Fumitare (£2) Nation Wide / Trent 39)  Gramy Creek Cothimg (16)

Spruce Pine Tire (41) Peoples Famiture (35) Prmsier Insurance (14) Moantsin Time (46)
CHIROPRACTIC

BUILDING SUPPLY Cruz Chiropractic (16} GUN SHITHIN' PAWN TAX

Sumanit Buslding Sapply (10) Pappy's (4) Mountaineer Pawm Shep (39) |ackson Hewitt (41)
COLLEGE

BEEF MDowed Tech (47) HEALTH CARE PHARMACY THRIFT STORE

Harrell Hill Farm (46) Sulerrville Medical Gimic (11)  The Prosciption Pad (3] Hoapice and Paliative Care of the
P Carslina. Home Care {15) Blne Kidge, Inc (45)

CHURCHES Jamie Wil (34) Prit Health Care (48) PLUMBING/HEATING

Napas Bapest (1) brkeon Punbin Hesing (1) TRASPORTATON

Bear Cresk Baptist (4) DENTIST HOSMCE Mitchell Tramsit (T)

Berry Chapel Baptist (4) Seatt Marphy (23) Hespice and Pallstive Care of the  REALTORS Yancey Tramsit (11)

Burkemont Baptist (1) Blue Kidge, Inc (5) Whitson Reahy (27)

Faith Fllowship (1) EVENTS Hespice of McDowell Care Partners TREE SERYICE

First Advent Christian (1) Billy Grakam (17) " AEHABILTATION/NURSING Ry Tree Service (20)

First Baptist Spruce Pine (4) Cressnore School () Hepice of Rutherfordton (35) Brian Comter (4)

Grasy Crnk Baptst (4 Frendom L (43 Herice ofYaney 25
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Church Directory

: T The Bridge Church Berry Chapel

T .j of WNC Baptist Church

i % 207 ] sp mpwﬂ

n i Bpruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬁ'g‘m';:- 28777

i L www Lridgewnc. org woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com

(& - Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams

T 4 ! Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School B:45 AM

u EEN b v Wadnesday Service 7:00PM Worship Sarvica 11:00 AM

i comm el o Church Offica M-F Sunday Evening Care Meal/

N | o 9:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM

e | i o Mo of T Couty hin sebost” Eve

& Lt ..._:i | % ::::ﬂ “':""u' plee wh'm"“h plby Servica T:00 PM

e T =il ] 14 iransiom our communiy, siate, VWihaere Evarybody is

e M Lt | nation and wodd (5o Jobn 17.21) And Jasus Christ is Lord|

i Morganton Faith Fellowship Church

= ‘ i Seventh-day Champ Ray R

BT B Adventist Church Micavile, NG 28755

i3 I £ o 2187 Jameatown Road {E?.H:I-I:TS-EI-H

o b Morganton, NC

T f l A B26-584-8212 www flon.org

v . ww fierradio,

i ! e Pastor Rick Marcer N

X J ol Pastor: David Gillesple

: i Sabbath (Ssturday)

o o Bibla Study - 8:30 am ﬁ-l.l'l'lilﬂ'ﬁﬂl:ﬂ'lmm

# o Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Service - 10:45 am

o - Vegetarian Buffet after church VWednesdey Bible Study - T00pm

i e Wadnasday “Tha sisps of 5 good men e

3 Pralza, Prayer & Proclaim - ordared by tha Lond:
7.00 pm And ha dedighiath in his way”
ﬂwmrgmltﬂmch_m'g Pealm 3723
Altapass Baptist
Ehurch Grassy Creek Baptist | | West Burnsville Burkemont
A g o S ORI 538 tiviy Baptist Church Baptist Church
BEBTEE-0060 Pine, NC 227 West Bumsville Church Rd. 4568 Burkemont Rd.
aHaprasbapiinteierch@ecyn cam) TES-4E20 Burnsville, NC 28714 Marganton, NC 28655
R JSNS SR e (B28)-562-3990 B2B-437-2357
Dr. Marcus R. Baafield For more i"fg!n:mhml
Sunday Schoal - 18:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long please visit
Worship -11:00sm homing Warship 11:00am Sunday School: 8:45 a.m. waww burkemontbaptist.org
ooty b g i Sunday evening B:30pm Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
18t & 3rdl y Wadnasday: Evening Service: §:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
m"gg‘.ﬁ'”“ 11} JAM, (Jesus and Me) T:00pm Wadnesday Service 6:30 p.m.
Discovery ages 12-18) Sookars (young adults) 7:00pm)| B8:30am - Early Worship
Wednasday - 7: Mid-wesk worship 7-00pm Church visiorr Gloefying Giod theough 2:45am - Sunday School
- “That Mitohel County emering, growing. going. to bulid e church 11:00am - Worship
Bible Balieving Church” may know Christ® et it the workd, 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek fﬁ"ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church bl Baptist Church
el 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church o
R26-TE5-E014 Bakersville, NC 26705 2907d US Hwy T0E Spruca Pina, NC 28777
W PHUTARRCh T o www.bearcreekbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor Ryan Bridges ; wiana pinabranch st.nat
pastonficlumireschurch com Reverend Bruce Cannon i iy
Pastor Barry ofney
s etk Emd;y E$;:|1nd “ﬁ ;rm Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Li¥fe Cimup Tismasimy- Thumdiy ewsnings, T-00pn Wiorsh rvica 10: Sabbath (Saturday) .

Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Bible Study-10:00am Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
Rt My LR B Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Worship - 11:30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mmn ummmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
] et you i go Bfad b il —ivad el . mr Pmr-r
-unm.m:-mm “For God o loved the word, he mp:mm - T-00pm A Bible-believing Fellowship

ik iy ey gave his enly Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
8 P First Advent
) First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United

Et.ulﬁ.::t:lcn'tllun Spruce Pine Mﬁmﬂ  Church Christian Church
cath rch . 20 South MNE 28868

695 Summit Strest 125 Tappan Street Sprute Pine, NC 28777 264378200

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 FHINRY T I T W, SprUcepineume. ong iy STE—
—— spumc3ballsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
Phone (B28) T65-2224 sprucepinafbe.cam
. gpibe blogenol. com B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂ;l::r Javiar
Dr. Branch Pasior Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Sunday Mass 8:00 am !:l:'qw Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Faith Formation Sunday School - 10:00am Bunday Worship 11 200 AR
6:00 pm Sehodl - 45 am ‘5% “m""“ Wik Youll hinel Ba0PM -
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- m:uﬂmﬂm“ nosciy - At Bl St BA0PA
& Di0pm 'A‘m pm Epum:‘;-wmm mmmnﬁm
[ ]
wm.mmw m%mrm .Mmm%m.m

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Freedom to Hope

recovery and resniry of even more Candidates.

Talie's tane soms, caught in the life of addiction thronzh their mother, have now
started on the joumey back to health and freedom throngh Freedom Life She
says, “It's been an amazing jouney. I leamed how to apply the Bible to ooy life
thronzh Freedom Life. I've cried. I've allowed those who care to peel back niy
life like an onion. And I"ve realized Jesus's death and resmrection 2,000 years ago
still works today.™

“Itrust Freedom Life ™ Monica, another client =xvs, “T think God sent them to
m.?

Tessie whose past inclndes imeolvernent with the justice system, agrees that
Freedom Life wransformed her, She says, “T spent times with Danny Hampton and
Milissa and threnagh spiritual counseling. I foand A homes church. It*s OF to not
know what yvou're going to do with your life. Becaase no mater what, art the end
of the day, God knows. He knows the past, the present, and the fomure ™ By God's
grace, Jessie was able to regain costody of her two beautiful daughiers,

Are you willing to Labor together with Freedom Life? Volunteers for transporta-
non, mentoring, ofice work, and other areas are needed. Monthly giving (online
or by maily emables this amazing minisay to contimie the programs necessary
to restore the Llives of justice-invelved individuals. Your giving is 50 importamn
because sranes that Freedom Life has been blessed to recerve are only for a short
fmme and snstainable income throngh contribmtions like yours nnst be there to
replace the grant fimding. Corently Freedom Life is needing to raise 3200.000 to
replace srant fundmg that will be ending in 3019

Let's help people like Fulie. Eim and Chris to recover and reenter our corm-
onmities 25 productive citizens for God’s gloty. Lat’s help them to find freedom o
hope! Contact Freedom Life at (B28) 559-2224, email: infodifreedomiifeminis-
fmies.org of g0 to their website: www Preedomifelfinisimes org

Mariene Houk is a regular conirilndor fo Blve Ridee Chriziian News. Her passion
i1 fo defve deeply inte the fruths qf Bibis women and fo discuss thase in Bible
Studies called Backstage Pass fo Bibie Women. She and her hushand ducover joy,
nurture, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehonkibellsouth. net

%Mgua@mww

Services Offered
24 Hour Nursing Services
Pain & Symptom Management
Volunteer Services
Chaplain & Bereavement Support
Social Work Services
Ongoing Patient & Family Services
Ongoing Patient & Family Educational
Respiratory Therapy

(828)-765-5677

Do you run a
local business?

So do we,

Celebrating 100 Years 1719-201%

#% FORTNER

“*f? " INSURANCE AGENCY

Spruce Pine
Burnaviibe

Mawland
Banner Elk

www lorfnernnsurance.com

Auto-OQuwners
INSURAMCE

LIFE - HOME - CAR » GUSINESS

TEE WRsSTRRl SIZZLIT
)
)

"l'r"u "'r'j'rfr T'l_l 1'1'”. rj'rr!-rp
B TR T EE

«ROTERISTI POR REIRT A BRRAR TALTR -

+LEORNBAXY FOR A BOLD AND DELIGIHNS FLATER -
South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shopping Center

828.765.9151
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Billy Graham's f

Laughter is Healthy for You

By Buddy Freeman
Madizon Cownty

Many banks have a new kind of Chrisomas Chab in
operation.

The new club helps you save money to pay last
year’s gifts.

Mothing destrovs the Christmas spirit faster than
looking for a place to park.

Chrisomas is & race to see which gives out first—your money or your fest

Christmas shopping should include buying toys for children that have fathers
who wonld enjoy playing with them

Christmas is the tme of the year when Santa Clans comes dosm the chimney
and your savings go down the drain.

Christmas shoppers are people with the “brotherly shove ™

Om Christmss eve Santa camies the bag. Afier Choisimas dad is holdmg the
bag.

imﬂamh&rgmnmmmﬂmﬂmms. The next fime he
vistted, he made sure to wear one. As he entared her home, instesd of the ex-
pected smile she frommed and said ““What's the marter you didn't like the other
ome ™

A Mfall Sanfa i= taken aback when a woman, around the age of 35 zets in line
io =it on his lap. When it is her mrmn, she sits down on Sanfa’s lap. Samta tells ber,
“we don't nomaslly listen to the Christmas wishes of adulis™ The woman says,
“I've only got one wish and it°s for my mother.™ Santa szid, “Oh, that is nice of
yo Okay, we'll make an exception this time. What would vou like me to bring
your mother for Christmas ™ The woman answers, “A Son-in-Law.™

I Buddy Freaman iz now serving as the pastor af First Bapitist Chunch of Miar-
Shali, NC.

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

By Billy Graham®s Prayer for 8 Mew Year

This prayer from Billy Graham written for The Saturday
Evening Post in 2008, is just as relevant more than a decada
Later

Char Father and our God, a5 we stand at the begimming of
this mew year we confess our need of Your presence and Your
Euidance as we face the fmure.

We each heve our hopes and expectations for the vear thar
iz shead of n=—bnt You slone know what it holds for us, and -
only Yon can give us the strensth and the wisdom we waill
need o meet ity challenges So. help s to umbly pot our hands e Your hand and
to st Yo and to seek Vour will for our Ives doring this coming year.

In e nridst of Life’s mmcenainties in the days shead, assure us of the certainty of
Your mmchanging lowe.

In the nidst of Life’s mevitsble disappointments and beartaches. helpns to mm o
Yo fior the stability and comndort we will need.

In the midst of Life’s tempéations and the pull of our stubbom sef-will, help 1= not
to lose our way but to heve the courage to do what is fizht in Your sight, regandless of
the cost.

And in the midst of our dsily preocoupations and puarsuits, open our eves o the sor-
rows and injustices of our hurting world, and help us to respond with compazsion and
sarrifice to those who are friendless and i nepd. May our constant prayer be that of
thee ancient Peslmist “Thach me, O Lomd, fo fbillow yorr decreaes; then T will beep fham
fo the and " (Psalm 119:33)

e pray for our nation and ifs keaders during these difficnlt tmes, and for all those
who are seaking to bring peace and justice to our dangeroas and troabied world We
pray especially for Your protection on all those who serve in our ammed forces, and we
thank You for thelr commimment to defend our freedoms, even at the cost of deeir oam
lives. Be with their families also, and assure them of Your love and concem for therm.

Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater vision of what You would
have ns to be. Your Word remings us that “Blassed i3 the nation whose God is the
Lorg" (Psalm 33:12)

As we lpok back over this past yesr we thank You for Your poodness to us—iar
bevond what we have deserved May we never presume on Your past goodness or
forpet all Vour mercies to ws, ot may they instsad lead us to repentsmee. and to 3 nes
commitrent to make Yiou the fmmdation md center of oor lives this year.

And so, o Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new vear, and we
Look forward to it with expectancy snd faith This I ask i the name of cur Lord and
Savior, who by His desth and resummection has given us hope both for this workd and
the world to come.

Amen

O 2008 Satarday Evening Post Society. Reprinted with permission.

Do vou heve hope for the new year—and for eteminy™

* Orthopedic Rehab Program

* We accept Medicare / Medicaid
[ Managed Care Ins.

*» VA Contract

* Respiratory Therapy In-House

» Speech Therapy

218 Laurel Creek Court, Spruce Pine, NC

Located off 19E, Next to Brad Ragan Park

Do you have a joint replacement surgery scheduled? The Brian Center Spruce Pine
invites you to reserve a room with us ahead of time. Call us a week before surgery to
tour the building, meet our therapy staff and see where you will be staying. Its our goal
to provide a smooth fransition from the hospital to our building and get you back home
as quickly as possible. Contact Michelle Plummer @ (828)765-7312 or Heather Steuer
@(828)284-8362 to make your appointment today.

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

————T—

5 Star Medicare Facllity

* Physical Therapy In-House
* Occupational Therapy In-House
* Licensed Nursing Staff 24-Hour /
7 Days a Week
* Beautiful Flower Gardens and Waterfall
* Call us for Reservation Program

Phone: (828) 765-7312
Fax: (828) 765-7295

wwrw bicnews.com
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Billy Graham Answers:

For mawy years Billy Grahem has taken questions and smswersd them from a
Biblical standpoint. We have inclnded several of these n the paper this month on
the beginning of a Mew Year Search and find them throughout the paper. These
are little gems of wisdom.

-E'l-'El.'_\’}'EHI, I always make a long List of New Year's resolutions, but since I
never keep them I've decided this Gme to make just a few. Does the Bible say
amything abont making resolutions?

Al

Yes, the Bible centzinly encourames ns to examine oor lives and resolve to
change them if necessary {although not just at the beginning of 3 new year). The
Pealmist, for ecamiple, made 3 resolution to kesp his speech pure: *T have planned
me @vil; my mowush Ras not fransgressed  (Psalm 17:3).

Why, bowever, do so many of our resolutions fail? Sometimes it's simply
becanse they aren't realistic. Instead, they re only wishful thinking with no way
o make them actually happen For example, you might reselve to make a million
dollars this vear, but if you don't have amy way to eam it, it probably isn't going
o happen. Other resohations £ail becanse we aren't willing to make the sacrifices
necessary to reach them

But the real problem is within purselves—uvithim onr oam hearts and nunds.
We'd all like to be better people. but no matter hon kard we my, we find ourselves
mripped up by our com moral failures and wesknesses. Even the Apostle Panl
experenced this: “T have the desire to do what = goad, but I canmo? carry i o™
{Poomans 7:18).

Wheat is the soluton? The solution is to furn to God, confessing our sins to Him
and seeking His help to live the way we should. Begin the Mew Year by mming
o Jesus Christ and mwiting Him o vour life. Then ask Him to belp vou become
the person He wants you t0 be. This is what Paul did, and that’s why be could say,
“I'can dgio all this through kim who gives me sireneth ™ (Philippians 4:13).

Begin the Mew Year with Christ.

Q:

This past vesr wasn't very good for me and I can't blames anyone bat moyysslf 1
know I need God, bot ow nneh do T have to clean up oy life befors He'll have
anything to do with me? He nmst be very angry at me.

Al

The most mmportant tmeth I can tell yon is that God still loves you, in spite of
the fact you've spent most of your life ipnoring Him. Mo, God doesn't love your
sin—tat He does love you, and He wants to forgive yon and come into your life
and change vou

And that’s why God won't refuse to have anything to do with you unal yon've
cleaned np your life! He knoars how weak you are, snd He welcomes yon just as
you are. If God didn't lbowe you, Tesus Christ never wounld have left Heaven's glory
and died on the cross for yon But He did—becanse He loves yon! Let the muth
of God's Word sink deeply into your soul: “For fod so loved the world that he
Eave iz one and only San, that whoesver believes in kim thall net perizh bur have
eternai lfe” (John 3:18).

Think of it this way. When you're sick, do you have to wait until you're almost
wall before vou can see the doctor? Of couose not. Your doctor will help you no
matier how sick you are—and the same is e with Christ. Fesns said, “T have not
come o call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:32).

Dion't stay on a dead-end road; don't reject Christ any longer Instead, by faith
mm to Him today, repenting of vour sins and asking Him to forgive yon and save
yvou and come into your Life. It's the most moportant decision yon will ever make.
Feady for a new start” Receive God's forgivensss now.

Q:

Every year I make a long list of IMew Year's resolntions, and every yvear I forget
every one of them. Is it just 3 waste of tme to make a list of New Year's resolu-
foms?

Al

Mo, it"s not a waste of tme to examine our lives and admdt that we need 1o
maks some changes—if we're honest about actally doing it. Unforunately,
muost lists of resolations aren’t really resolutions at all; they're only a series of

Bur let me snzgect you zsk yoursalf tore questions a5 yon think shout your list.
First, what is (od's goal for yvon during the comimg year? What does He want
fo zep happen in your life during 20187 In other words, dom’t just write down
anything that happens to come to mind; seek instead God's pricoty for your Llife
Parhaps you have never given your life to Jesus Christ—and if not, make this your
first step. And if vou do know Christ, make it your goal fo draw closer to Him
duaring the coming year. Jesus said, “Bui seek first his bnedomr and kis righteons-
mess " (Matthew 6:33).

Second, bow will you achieve God's goals for your Life? Goals are impor-
rant—r if we don't have any plan for reaching them, we'll probably fail Take
fmme to read God’s Word and pray every day. In addinion, ask God to gnide you to
8 church where yow' [l hear God’s Word, and alse find friends who can help you
spiritually.

Wew Year's Diay is coming up seon. RMay it mark not only the begiming of a
new year for you, bt also the beginning of 2 new life. And it will, as yon seek
Crod’s will and learn to walk with Christ every day.

Wanr to find new life m Christ? Find out more.

START SOMETHING NEW

SALES EVENT

NEW 219 Ram 1500 Limiten!
Crew Cab 4X4

HEMI V-8, Healed Sont & Rear Saats,
Mam ﬂlmspnuetamm.e

=

NEW Jeep Grand Cherokee
Upland 434
3.6 Liter W6 Engine, Healed Seals &
Siearing Whesl, Power Mgaie, povwer seat,
Remole Siarl, BWEET!

-JDHN GREENE

— mmomigy Jeep [Ywram

MORGANTON, NC

I-40 Exit 100 « 910 Jamestown Rd. - Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = 323-584-533 7
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In the New Year Transportation is not a worry for Mitchell
County Residents.

Mitchell County
Call

688-4715.

Come ride and give us.a-tryl
Medical, Shopping, Work in County, Cancer Treatments, Cay Care, Alrport, etc.
Low Fares, Friendly, Safe, Reliable
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Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

wanw brenews. com
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ﬁﬂd Hr.lpmg Prisoners
By Jody Griffin
Mitchell County

Jesus answered, " Faril)y, verily, T say unfo thee.
Eycapt a man be born again, ke canmo? see the Bnpdom
gf God. ™

A new year armives, brinming new opportunitiss o
Live and serve in God's EKingdom It's the very reality
that serves a theme of the mimistry of the Chaplain!
Crver and over I hear from men who are stuggline to
mske sense of their circumstances and who are sitiving
to navigate their way through mcarceration. And over
and ower I point them fo the One Who has the power o help them begin again. 1
call these my “Top Ten Tips"™ for surviving and even thrving in prison’

1. Start with this momment. The past truly is the past and we cannot change it But
in THIS moment we can embrace the gift of God and begin the rest of our lives
a3 3 “new creation™! (Fead I Corinthians 5:17)

2. Live in the Truth We have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Mo
need to dewy it, but our focus should be foraard! Yes, I've made mistakes bt
from this day forward I am tmstmg God to help me overcome those mistakes and
become the man I am created to be for the GLORY of God® (And for the benefit
of myself and those who lowve me)

3. Live life in the smallest increments of time possible, paying sttention to how
this day/hourminute breath is ooy opporumity to reflect the new lifie I have re-
ceived!

4. Acknowledze the Victories, When you overcome temptation to take instead of
giving fear down instead of build, or hate instesd of Love, enjoy the swest sense
of accomplishment!

5. Owm up to the defeats. WO ONE is going to get it night ATL of the ome. When
you fall, adrat it. God already knoars, ot desires that we confess our sin. He is
faithful and just, to forgive s our sins and to cleanse us from all uwrightecusmess!
6. Take adwvantage of the opporiunities fo wor-
ship God, study the Scripnures, fellowship with
other believers and participare m the Eingdom
of God we have been imvited to see and experi-
ence!

7. Bealize that there are many {Hundreds?
Thousands? Perhaps even Million=T) people who
bhave expenenced redempion im their owm Lives
and who are praying for you!

g. Let THIS be the day that youn begin again ..
and then Tomormow and then the newt day and
= on until you have experienced Gracs so much
that voun are ready o offer it to yourself AWD to
others.

2. Use the resources right i front of vyou to grow
in understandimg snd wisdom. The wise man LTEARNS and GROWS. The foolish
man keeps repeating the same mistike expecing a different result!

10. Begin with those closest to vou and then work your way ontward undl you
have been completely honest about your journey. Femember thar the Bible is
filled with “less than perfect people™ who God used to do grest things.

Happy Mew Year! And I pray for a Happy New You!
PS5, Last month I mades 3 plea for your prayers snd commimment to this ministry
in an ongoimg fashion. Some have given throngh the Facebook Fundraizsing Pagze
for High Country Prison Ministry. Orthers have made personal contributicns in
other ways. Currently, HCPM is pursning different zrant opportunities to keep this
Miinistry a reality at AMCI. God Bless You for your pravers in that regard and in
your faithfinl gifis!

Jody Griffin is pazter of Central Baprizt Church in Spruce Pine and Commumity
Funded Chaplin ar dvary-Mitchell Correctional Instifution.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You fo

Celetrate Recovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

Billy Graham Answers:

Q:

I can't wait for this year to end. It's just been one problem after another—famiky
sickmess, A conple of deaths, fimancial isswes, yoo name it T begmad God mw solve
them, but pothing happened . Where was God i all thisT

A

The most important thing I can tell yon is that God knew what was going oo n
your life, and He deeply cared about you, even if it didn't seem Like it at the time.
In the midst of a terrible tme for God's people, the prophet Jeremiah conld smll
say, “His compassions never fail ™ (Lamentstons 3:32).

Frankly, I wish I knew why God allows hard times to come to s, bat I don't—
not firlly. What T do know is that evil is real snd sometimes it seems to gain the
upper hand at beast for a time. I also know that God knowrs all abowt evil and
suffering, for His only Son, Jesns Christ, enduared the suffering and death of the
cross. But bevond the cross was the empty tomb, and becawse of Christ’s resurmac-
tion, voul and I can have hope—both mow and forever.

When hard times come we can do one of two things: We can either become
bitter and furn against God, or we can urm in faith to Him, and find in Him the
sirengzth and hope we need Which will it be for you?

As you stand on the threshold of 3 new year, nuom to Jesus Christ and ask Him
to come into your life. Then ask Him to give you His strength and wisdom as you
face lifa"s challenges. Fememwber: When we know Christ, nothing “will be shle to
separate us fom the love of God that is in Christ Fesns our Lord™ (Fomans 8:397
Fmd peace with God today.

Q:
It's been a hard year for me, and I'd give almoest anything to know what the new
year has in store for me. How can I find ount? A woman in our fown claims o be

shle to tell your fivmare, and 'm almost willing to give her a @y

A

I sincerely hope you won't go down fhus path. At best you'd simply be wasong
your money—and at worst you could fnd yourself getting entangled with cconlt
spirimal forces that are enemdes of vour soul. The Bible wams us o avoid oconlt
practices, and calls them “derestable fo the Lond ™ (Deuterononyy 18:123.

Omly God knows the futare; no matter how hard we oy, even our best efforms
will coly be puesses. But thiz onght to encourage yon—becsusze if God knows
the futare, then you can tust your finthare inte His hands! Wonldn't it be better to
face the fiuture with Him than withowt Him? God loves vou, and you can tmast His
promnise o be with you and goide you. The Bible says, “For I buow the plans I
e for vou ... plans fo ghee you hope and a fleture” (Teremish 29-117.

Diom’t be deceived by those who claim to know the fiture, and don't be bur-
dened by worry and anxiety about your futare. Instead, ask JTesus Christ to come
info your life and commit your fumre info His hands. Then Him to belp you tmast
Him every day, and o live the way He wants you to Live.

In addition, I urge vou to seek out a chuoch where you can grow in your faith
and have fellowship with people who can belp you make right decisions abouat
yvour futnre ¥iou need them—and they need you.

Pt your fivtare in God's hands.

Q:

Wy brother died i 3 car wreck last Wew Year's Eve. He'd been to a party and
had too much to donk, and be ended up killing not only kimselfbat al=o the two
passengzers io his car. Plezse urge people not to drink and drve. It just isn't worth
ir.

A

Thamk you for vour beartfelt concern which I hope every reader will take very
serigusly—especially as we stand on the brink of 3 new year. What better Newr
Year's resphition could we make than to tum sway (with God’s help) from every-
thing that hamms usT

Every year alcohol and dregs case thowsands of deaths and injuries on ouar

. and T support every effort to get dnmk or mmpaived drivers off the road.
Alcohol, the Bible says, can be a5 deadly as a poisonous snake: “In fhe end it Bifes
like a snake and poisons ke a viper ™ (Proverbs 23:37)

Unforbanately, we read or bear of fatal sutomobile accidents so ofien today that
we saldom give them 3 second thonght. And yet almost nothing is more fragic
than the sudden death or injury of scoeone we love n an automobile accident. In
oy view good doving isn't just a good habdt; it's a moral and spirimal obligation
that every dower should fake to beart. Jesus’ words should apply to our driving
85 mmach as amy other part of our lives: “So in everyiiong, do fo others what you
wiould Renae them do fo you ™ (Matthew T:12)

May your brother’s death tum your heart and mind to eternity, and Tesus Christ
and to His love for you. Life is noncertaing we never know what tomormow holds.
Bt when we know Christ, we knowr we are zafely in His hands—hoth now and
forever.

Have you placed your hope m Jesus?

XXX

www. bremews. com

Jammary 2019 - Blue Bidge Chnstian News page B



By Doug Harrell

As the vears have passed I have realized more and more
how important our heritage is to each of us. Chr valoes are
certainly influenced by our growing up years and the lessons
tauzht by our parents, cur teachers, chuarch leaders and others
that have influenced our lives. We are a product of our hers-
tage. but we can change that heritage if we determine to do
that! That can be mood or had, depending on the decisions we
maks on a day to day basis. [have seen people that grew np with Godby parents
and feachers that went asmay, [ have also seen people that grew up in termble sit-
of society. One of the lessons that I have leamed, and am stll learning, is that
Grod grves us 2 mind, 3 will and the ability o make decisions and that if we make
stupid decisions we will zet stupid resulis. It is sooo vitally important that we
constantly search for wisdom in making good decisions, and the greatest source of
wisdom comes from God's word. As we go into the new year, take time to search
for this wisdom and make a comminment to the bealth of your nund, not just vour
body. We tend fo think about the heslth of our body constantly but worry little
ghout having a healthy mind when really the mind controls most of what we do.
“Wizdom is the principal thing: thergfore, gat wisdom: and with ail thy getiing
got understanding. Exalt her, and the thail prowmots thee: she shall bring thee to
homour wien thou dost embrace her ™ Proverbs 4:7-8.

As we start the new year, [ kave found it to be ctical to make goals and plans
for the things that I would like to accomplish for the year, as the Bible says. “A
people withont 3 vision shall perish” and many people today just go with the fom
If we are to be fonitful, we must direct the flow and zgam, we need o always
be seekimg Grod's will for our lives as we make the plans. “Trust in the Lord
with all thing heart, and lean rot unte thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowiadse him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be nof wize i thing own §yes.
Joar the Lond, and depart from evil. It shail be health fo thy navel, and marrow
fo thy bomes. ™ Proverbs 3:5-8 Barbara and I hawe for years taken a day at the
end of each year to spend reslly talking together shout our goals and vision for
the vesr coming up. To be really effactive, we have found thar we mnst take the
e to write down our godls and then we nmst make a plan that we can follow.
This plan st start with steps that we need to make now, not 8 year later. What
path do we need to be on and what changes do we need to msake in our lives to

make the goals become a real-
ity. Mew Year resolutons are
great and quite common, it is
2lso guite commeon to discard
them after a few weeks infwo the
New Year The act of wnting
down, reading vour goals back
to yourself and writing dowm
a plan of action that will lead
io the accomplishment of the
olyjectives is critical to success.
The old adage “ The height of |-
stupidity is to expect a different
result froomn doing the same thing over and over again ™ If things are to be different
won must act differently. If you are going to buy a ticket to travel, the frst thing
you must determine is where you are wanting to go. This is totally moe in life.
Apother thing that vou must work on if yon are w0 change and acopmplish
things with your life is that you nmst first leam to love yourself! This may sound
epotistical, bt it is really not =t all. One of the great conmands of the Lord is to
lowe thy neighbor 3z tryself this mesns that we are expected to love ourselves.
The oaly way we can fuly love oursslves is to be i the will of God and to make
rizht decisions dzily. Think sbout how God would react to the decisions you
were getiing ready o make. The little bracalet that people wear that says WAID
“What Wonld Jesus D™ will make you stop and think. Dho the oght things, ask
for God’s divine wisdom and directions, set goals for yourself that are in agree-
ment with God’s will, make a plan of acton that is in line with whar God wonld
condone and move forward with your life. The year 2019 can be your year io
excel, have faith and take the first step toward the changes you want o make and
stay on frack by spending dme sesking wisdom each day. (God Bless and Happy

Mew Year.

Doug Harrell iz a life-long resident gf Mitchell Connty, Owner of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc. a member of Bear Creck Bapiist Church and Publizher gf the Blue
Ridpe Christian Naws.

Godts Agliont Wisdom for e Tiving of Our Tives

Red Letters

By Allen Buchsman
Advichel] County

Wonder how many of us use words or phrases every day with- t?,_‘f
out ever considering their origin or definition. Many poblications , Y=
offer 8 new “word of the day™. By wife and I have a mnmal .
friend that occasionally shares her ‘new word' with us. Those -
that play Scrsbble rely on such wrords to beat their ppponents. ‘}

Everybody bemins a new year with a new calendar. It's pos- -
gible the new calendar you will be using has new ‘“words for the day.™ Ancther
calendar fextore that comes to mind are those wonderfol “ved better days.” Wiondarfinl
becau=e the red letiers mark bolidays that maore often than not give youn time off of
work.

A red letter day is sy day of special significance or opporiunity. According to
Wikipedia the use of red ink dates all the way back to the Fomsn Bepublic (50927
BC). In medieval miamiscripds, instial capitals and highlishied words were written
red ink.

In may life, another use of “Ted ink™ stands out within the pages of the Holy Bible.
These red words are there to indicate Tesns speaking. When I open God's word and
see those red words, T know that they requirs special amention. They reveal that Jesus
Mmmmﬂpmgmﬂ“naﬂnmhmhmﬂﬂ
crphans, the prisoners, and the weary. He :
wged zll those who follow Him o do the
samme. Jesus' words weren't just meant to
be read: they were meant to be lived out.
If vou respond to Jesus' words, your faith
shonld towch the bives of those yon help
and point them o the hope they need.

A a fan of David Crowder, T recenthy
purchased his Eatest release, T ERICAN
AGHOST™. The sonz “Fed Latters™
of the special “Ted letter” day in 1065 when I accepted JTasus 2= my personal Saviour
If yvou think abouwt it, without Tesns all of us are prisoners of the world. We are held
in bondape by Satan and our life just drags on. Sure, Satan has us blinded by all the
Lies be fells us. Until we zrow tired of the old Life and acceps Jesus, ol He breaks
the chains, we cannot change oo our 0w Once you accept those “Ted letters™ spoken
by Him in His Word, change wall come Once you accept that Jesns died on the old
mgeged cross you will vou gain eternal life and a bome m beaven May 2019 be filled
wiith many red-leter days with Jesns!

&

Allen Buchaman is a freelance Christian wreiter Allen attends Bear Creek Baptist
chrch.

Hospice is about
quality of life.
Start the conversation.

828-255-023]

missionhealth.org/hospice

HOSPICE
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Veteran Visits Wife's Grave
Over 1,300 Times

By Dr. Jim Demison

Ted Richardson is a ninety-three-year-old veteran. He and
Florence met 2= teens, then he left to serve as a Marine in
World War II. But he took her pichire with him everywhere
he went.

They zot married after the war. Ted says Florence always
ook care of him—for sevenry-ram years, So, now it's s tum
io take care of her.

Ted wisits his wife's grave six days a week_ withowt fail  taking three buses to
zet thers. He cares for it meticolonshy, trinvwing weeds and brushing away leaves.
He hax already arranged for his chureh to bring fowers to Florence’s grave after
he dies.

He has alveady visited over 1,300 fimes. He says it's worth it to be close to the
love of his life.

Adversity is opporiinity

Asyou look back over 2018, what events come to mind?

If you're like most of ns, your challenges and problems loom large. If someons
you loved passed away, their death marked your life.

History feels the same way. When we think of David, Golizth is followed
immediately by Bathsheba. Char first thought abont Abraham [incoln or Joha F.

But we don't have to let our logses define us. Like Ted Richardson, we can
chipoza to homor the past by the way we live in the present. And we can view
adversity a5 the opporiunity it is.

In Fecharish 13, the Lord foretells of 3 day when “one third™ of the people will
survive the judement o come {v. ). Then “Twill pur thiz third info the fire, and
rafime them ar one rgfines sihver, and fest them az gold is tested™ (v, 9a).

With this result. “They will call upon my name, and I will answer them, Twill
sy, "They ane vy peaple T and they will zay, The LORD iz my God™™ (v. S0).
Three ways o redesm our challenges

Grold and silver mnst be refined to be useful to the crafiiman who employs
them Water mmst be purified to be healthy for those who drink it.

We should view adversity as oppornmity, for three reasons.

Cme: Adversity halps ns evalnate the health of our sonls.

Charles Spurpesn, commenting on the fact that reeds depend upon water for
survival (Jok 8:11), asked himself: “Tio [ only serve God when I am in good com-
pany, or when religion is profitable and respectable? Do I love the Lord coly when
temporal comforts are received from His kands™

He then observed that “a godly man often grows best when his worldly droom-
stances decay.™

Something for every home,

Silver Line
tifAndersen

RIES L R

www summitbuiidingsupply. com

SUMMIT
BUILDING SUPPLY
828-682-9841

252 Possum Trot Rd.
Burnsville, NC 28714

In fact, this is sm excellent way to know that a person is godly. As C. 5. Lewis
nated, turming on the light doesn®t create rats in the cellar—it merely reveals them.

When we respond to adversity by noning away from God, we discover that we
spught his blessings more than his pressnce. But when we trost him in hard times,
we discover that our faith is deeper than our cironmstances.

Two: Adversity provides a platform for persnasive influence.

The Chrisoans whose faith has most mopressed me are those who have suffered
the most while remaiming faithful We think of Joseph in prizon, Daniel in the
lion's dem, and John mprisoned on Paonos. I sm remembering parents who bost
children patients who endured hormfic physical pain, and spouses who walked
loved ones to the gates of paradize

A skeptical cultare watches Christians suffer to ses if we believe what we say.
Hard fimes can be powerful times for the gospel.

Three: Adversity invites us to recalibrate our life purpose.

Puobert McFarlane was Fonald Feagan’s Matonal Security Advisor, a twenty-
year veteran of the Marine Corps, and the architect of the Iran-Confra plan. When

I heard him spesk sewveral yvears ago af the Mational Prayer Breakfast. He
described the incredible power be had achieved, the ladder to swcoess he had
climbed. But then Bud McFarlans told us with tears in his eyves that it was noth-
ing He got to the top, and there was nothing thera.

Omly after be fell off that ladder did he discover that it was leaning against the
wrong wall—thar life really consists of loving God and loving people. Mothing
alza.

“The whole of hmnanity nesds yon™

Ome predicton for 2019 I can make with cemainty is that, as Jesus noted, “in
the woarid you will enae tribulation ™ (John 16:33). Buf every tme adversity finds
s, We can view it as an opporiumity to evaluate ourselves spinually, Impact oth-

And we can know that God will nse us in spite of-and often because of—our
challengzes and failures.

If vou wonder across the comimg year if your flawed Life can make a difference.
remember this reflaction by Catholic theologian Michel Cuodst:

If each note of music were to s3v: one note does not make 3 svmphony, there
would be no symiphory.

If each word wers to say- ons word does not make 3 book, there wonld be no
baook.

If each brick were to =5v: one brick does not make 3 wall, there would be no
house.

If each drop of water were to say; one drop does nof make an ocean, thers
would be no ocean.

If each seed were to say- one grain does not make a field of com, there woald
be oo harvest.

If each one of us were to say. one act of love cannot save mankind, there wonld
never be justce and peace on earth. . .

The whole of homanity needs you as and where you are.

Jime Danison PhD speaks and writes an culiiral and contemporary issues. His
datiy codumn is distributed to more than 113,000 subsoribars in 208 counirias.
Sec more on the website www.danizonforum.ore. Copyrighied and printed by
parmission from Danizon Forum.

For I kmow the thonghes that T dank toward yon, saith the LORD, thoughts af
peace, amd mor af evil, fo give you an expecied end. Jeremiah 29:11

YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
&0 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

warw brenews com
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Burke County Schools

Reading Specialist Receives
(Grant For Flexible Seating
By Cheryl Shuffier

Burke County

Jenzen received a $1,000 grant for fexible classroom [
seating from the Betsy and Fred Cranford Endowment l‘
throwgh the Alpha Mu Chapter of the MNC Delta Kappa ;
Ganmma Edurational Foundation.

As 3 reading specialist Tensen works with smdewts on
improving their reading ckills. She said research showas

that students improve academyically when stdy time o orporates movemment
varsns 3 raditdonal stationary sested positon.

Jenzen =aid, “Many of my stozzling readers also have foons and attention
pmhlems Using active seating in the classroom gets students moving and helps
improve cf-gmmapa:tmmance mme pn-task, concenmraton, and oversll amimde

shle during class
which in tum helps

Improve motrvarion
for learming

Jemvsom is prateful
for the grant that al-
lowed ber to furnish ||
her classropm with
the bright, colorfil
segfs that have 2 "
creative and maodern 5
look. She =aid the
flexdble seating
allows students to
quickly pair up or
waork in smesll col-
lzborative groups without having to move chairs or desks.

Jemzen's zoal is to see stuggling resders zet more excited sbout coming to
reading lzss. “A more exciting leaming environment is one way to belp students
improve attitades towards school and leaming ™ she said. “Many of my stodents
have trouble concentrating and are wizgzly in stationary seats. These seats shonld
give them some wigzle room without being disruptive while helping them stay
focnsed on the lesson. An uncomfortable student is a distracted and unproductive
stndent. These seats make it much easier to move around for parmer work and
collaborative zroup work i the classyoom than the waditional student chairs.™

Burke Coumty Public Schools Sopermtendent Dir. Lamy Pumam szid, “Fuados
to Mrs. Fensen for seeking out this grant to upfit her reading classroom with this
flexible formitare. We know that smdents today leam much differently than we
did, amd this is another great example of how we are meeting stodents where they
are and doing what we can to help therm be as successful as they can. Thank you

to the Cranford Endowment, Alpka Mu and Dielta Kappa Gamma for making op-
portunities such as this available to our teachers.™

Chery! Shyffer is the Public Relations Qfficer for the Burke Cownty Public School
Syztam.
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USED
APPLIANCES

+ Come and ses the frbendly saff at Jonathan's
for all your applisnce needs.

* We repalr all major brands of appliances.

* We repair Monitor Heaters!

sl iion!)
Cash It, Don’t Trash It! o) (eccie
We buy your used appliances! S Y0
* Dryers
828-766-9005 = (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

Bear Creek Baptist Church

| Know Who Holds Tomorrow

By Bruce Cannon
Mitchell County

As this amcle is read the New Year will most likely
bave already come. The previons year will have passed,
nd we will be facing many challenges and cpporunities
shead. I am so thankfinl that while we do not know what
tomorrow holds, we know who bolds tomorrosr.  This is
the messape of the song: T Enow Whoe Holds Tomaorresar
by Alison Krauss

Y

I don't know abour tomorrow; I just live from day 1o day.
I'don't berrow from &'s sunshing, For it's skTes may (nrn fo grey.
I don't worry o'er the fhoure, For I know wihat Fesus said.
And today I'll walk beside, Him, For He knows what is aliead.

Many thingy aboui tomorrow, I don 't seem o nndersiand
Bur I kmow who holds tomorrow, And I kmow wie holds my hamnd.

Chir Hezvenly Father knows everything and is alresdy in our tomorrows ready-
ing prace, mrangimg circomstances smd will be oor mercifol and faithfol High
Priest when the mials or hardships of life come.

Onr world is constantly changing. Leonard Sweet, Christian firurist, made the
following comment, “If you were bom before the year 1960 the world you were
bom in no longer exdists.” He s referming to those valees once held dear being cast
aside by so many, so guickly., Things sach as absohate truth, strong work ethics,
infeerity, bomesty, respect for authority and so forth are spone of those things of
which he speaks.

While some changes are good, many are pot. Fecent news siones substantiace
my point  For instance., the news articles dated December 2018 state that Ashe-
ville, MC is readymg itself for the zale of recreationsl manijnsna Recreational
marijusna is already being sold n ten states with thirty-thres selling medicimal

i

by wife and I recently raveled to Colorade to visit the Rocky Mountzin
Mational Park. We saw some of the most beawtiful sights created by our God.
But, we also saw marijuana szles ontlets in what seemed like every towm. . __even
the smallest of towms got n on the action. I cannot imagine what western Momh
Carolina would be like with recreational martfjusna sales. What a ragedy that
would be!

According to the Manonal Conference of State Legislators (WCSLY), state
legislators in twenty-one more states considerad bills in 2018 that would legalize
adult-use marijuans for recreational purposes.  Twenty-twoe states and the District
of Cohmnbia hawe decriminalized small amounts of mariumana with Morth Caro-
lina being one of the tawenty-two.

2019-- what are you going to bring our way? Will it be 3 further distancing
from God? Or, will it bring revival o His Church? Pray with me for the latter.
Indeed, the nead fior the Charch 1o be what the Lord intended it to be has never
been greater!

What is the answer? Prayer! A gemiine spiritual awakening! A powerful move
of God upon our state and national leaders! We nmst claim and practice passages
swch as IT Chronicles 7-14 and God will bear our prayers, forgive our sins and heal
our land.

Rev: Bruce Canmon currentiy serves az the Sentor Pastor gf Bear Creek Bapiist
Church in Bakersville. Formerly he served as Direcror gff Mizsions for the Bimden
Baptist Assoctation and has served on the General Board of the Baptist State Con-
vention qf North Caroling.

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7-:00 AM - 4:30 PM
CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community™
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Kid's Corner

New Year's Eesolutions

Complied by Barbara Hazrell
Mitchell County

People have been making Wew Year's resohrtions for 3,000
vears, going all the way back to the ancient tmes of the
Balvionians. The start of a new year that mskes ns think aboat
new beginnings and 4 way o mark a brand new starting line A
"resplaicea” is 3 determination to do or not do something. Ifsa
plan for your fisture actions or ways of thinking.

In reality, there's no difference whatsoever between 11:58
P on December 31 and miduight on Jaomary 1. Mo magical reset buiton gets
pushed. and no cosmic calendar flips over to erase all the bad things from the last
385 days. (I kpow. Bunumer, )

The Bible doesn't forbid ws from makmg zoals and plans for the upooming year.
There's nothing wrong with planning ahead so long s vou realize that Geod may
or may oot change those plans. Proverbs 169 says, "The heart of mam plans his
wagy, bur the Lord extoblishes ki stepes. ™ (Also see Tares 4:13-17.) When yon bodl it
doam, that's all Wew Year's resolutions are anyway—personal plans and goals.
Here are 10 New Year's Besolotions Every Christian Should Aalie:

1. Resolve to stay faithinl to Jesus Christ. He is the one Toath, Wy and Life. There's
no reason o look elsewhers.

2. Besolve to niot let amything — a career, a significant other, social media, a honse —
become an object of worship.

3. Fesolve to waich your language and not speak any desmmuctive talk, especially
mvolving the name of God.

4. Feczolve to prevent bumont by pusting aside work ons day 2 week. Trost God to
provide for your nesds that day and just enjoy the tme He's given you

5. Becolve to talk to your parents om a regalar baziz and showr them love and rs-

Bl
EEEEE].‘I.-‘EWEE smgry dess. Channel amy feelings of rage, which Tesus said are as
severe a5 muoder, into worshipme (od and serving others.

7. Besohve 1o homor your conmitment fo your sponse. Whether m thouwght or in
dead, stay pure and loval in the union God made.

3. Resolve to not take anything that's not yours, including stuff you can hold and pat
in your pocket, snd plenty that you can't, like nmnsic dowmnloads, streaming movies
and hours on your tmecand,

9. Fecolve to speak shouwt others cnly with oath and love, not zossip.

10 Resplve to be content with what you have and not wormy about that athers are

If theze scumd familiar, pood! SHARE these Mew Year's resohitions fo encouraze
people to live a life that honors God.

Here are some resolufions for teens. Would these fif your lifestyle?
Improve Your Prayer Life

Simple enongh, right” Tust get better at prayine. A lof of Christian teens make this
resolution and soon fxil becanse they take too big 3 step at first. If von're not wsed
o praying often, punping inte an active prayer life can seem like 3 daunting task.
Mavbe start off praying each morming when you et up, o even while you brosh
your testh. Start off piving five pinutes to God. Then mayhe ity adding snother five
minwtes. Soon you'll find that vou're going to God mors offen and for more thimgs.
Dion't worry abonat what to talk to Him shout, jost talk. Yon'll be amazed by the
resulis.

Read Your Bible in a Fear

Getting into the habit of reading the Word is also 3 comymen Mew Year's resohe-
fion for many Christizn teens. There are plenty of Bible reading plans ot there that
gide you throngh reading your Bible in a vear. It just fakes discipline to open up
the book every night. Yoo may not even want to read tee enfire Bible, it rather use
a year o focus om a specific topic or area of your life dat you want God to help yoa
improve. Find a reading plan that works for you.

Help Other Peaple

God calls on ws throushoat the Bible to do good works. Whether you adhers to
the idea that vou need zood works to get to heaven, like Catholics do, or not, like
most Protestants, helpimg others is sill a part of 8 Christian walk. Most churches
hanve ouireach activities or you can even find local volunteer opporimities through
your schoal There are so many people who just need a bit of sssistance and helpine
ofhers is a great way to sst a Christian exampla.

Gt Imvolved in Church

Ipst chches hawe youth groups or Bible studies geared toward Christian teens.
If not, why not be the one to getf 3 group fogether” Start your owm Bible study or put
together an actvity that some of the other Christian teens at church can enjoy. A lot
of vouth sroups mest one day a week, and those mestings are A grear way i meet
new people who believe and can help vou grow in your walk.

Become a Betier Stevward

Cme of te most challensing issnes for Christan teens &5 the idea of stewardship,
which is the process of tithing. Most Christian teens don't make 3 lot of money, so
it becomes harder to give. Typical teen activities like shopping smd eating out make
it difficule to have momney left over. However, God calls on all Christians fo be pood
stepards. In fact, money is menfioned far more often i the Bible than other topics
like zetting alome with your parents 0T sex

Lse a Devorional

Peading vour Bible is an essential part of anyone's Christian walk becanse i
keeps vour head m God's Word, 5461 using a devotional helps vou take the concepts
in the Bible and apply them to your evervday life. There are numerons devotionals
available for Christian Teens, so you should be able to find one thar fits your person-
aliry, interests, or your place in your spiriual srowti

Plant Some Seeds af Faith

How many times have you evangelized to frends or family? Bake it vour zoal

thiz year to talk to A certain number of people about vour faith While it would be

great if somepne converted or "got saved” throuwgh your discussions, don't get too
canght up on that mumber. You'd be smazed how many people will end up belisvers

fromn a discussion you kave about what God has done in your life. It just may not
happen while you know them Also, use platforms like Facebook or Twitter profiles
1o demonsate your beliefs. Plant mamy sesds of faith and let them zrow.

Crex fo Enow Mom and Dad Better

Cne of the most difficult relationships in & Christian teens” life is with his or her
parents, You're af a time in your Life when you are entering adulthood and wanr o
stan making wour own decisions, bat you will always be vour parents’ child. Your
different viewpoints make for some interesting conflict. Yet, God dictates that we
honor our parents. so take some time to get to know Mom and Tiad a Little better. Do
things with them Share bits of your life with them Even a small amonnt of quality
time with your parents will go a long way n helping your relationship.

o On o Mission

Mot 2]l mission frips are to exotc places, but almost all mission trips will change
you forever Between the spininial preparation before yon lesve on your top to the
wiork you will do on the mp itself, God works through vou and for you s you see
people eager to hear abowt Christ and a5 you hear thedr appreciation for the things
you are doing on your mip. There are mission wps like War Week that takes place in
Dietoit to Canypus Crusade for Christ Snadent Venmre that condwcts wips around the
world

Bring Someone to Church

A simple idea bt i takes a lot of courage to 2sk a foend to come to choarch. Farth
ig somsething most Christisn teens have difficulty discnssing with non-Christian
friends becaze it i= offen something very personal. Yed, mawy Christiane would
never have come to Christ without that one friend who asked them to come to
church or talk about their beliefs. For every person who might shoot you down,
there are two or fhree other people who will be curtous about wihy your faith is so
important o you. Taking them to your youth group services or actvities can help
showy them why.

Okay, now that we kave looked at some reschations for teens, adults and even
Children, lets examine some things to ook at in purting our list together

Az you bezin to choose the varous things yvon want to focus on in the next vear,
eccarminge themn mdivideally, and ask yourself thess questions:

1. What's my motvation?

God looks at the heart and that mesns He is aaare of our motivations (1 Sanmel
18:7). Sometmes we do things so sutormatically that we forget o even think shout
WHY we want fo do the thing. Examining your own heart is 3 good practice when-
ever youTe making a decision to change We will value accomplishing the goal
mare when our motvatons are in the nght place.

For example while wanting to bose weizght is a great goal, we omst ask ourselves,
“Am Iwanting this for pare vanity or for maly beter bealth™ Also, exercise can
become an obsession or an idol if we allow it to take over our dme and attention. 1
Timppthy 4:8 says we should keep exercize n perspective: "For physical framing is
gf some valuwe, burt poaiingss haz value for all things, holdme promize for both the
presant [jfe and the e fo come. "

2. Am [ being realistic?

Ay Mew Year's resolufion we make is onlby as good as our ability to actaalky
complete it. We've all made the mistake of getting in over our heads by over-com-
mithing or making super-awesome goals for curselves that are, in reality, impossible.
Omce the time comes fo ensct our resolutions, we become paralyzed with inaction
bercause the feat seems too Zreat.

Ddamy Christians have made Mew Year's resolutions to pray more, read the Bible
daily, and go to church every Sundsy, That's great! But if you'te not in the kabit of
these things right now, those prospects are going to look pretty daunting. Start small
amd work vour way up. Mo one said you have o accomplish vour Mew Vear's reso-
hations by the end of the first week. They're vour goals; vou make the miles!

3. Is my Mew Year's resohition God-honoring or self-honormg?

How do you know if your Mew Year's resolntion is God-honoring? It sounds a
little Capain Obwvious, bor PRAY about it Ask God if vour resolution is something
He desires for you too (Tames 1:3). If 3 Mew Year's resohstion is not God-honorng
amdfor it is not 2 part of the plan He has for you, your results are geing o be quite
different.

4. Am I willing 1o let God help me?

“Iean do all things through im who strenethens me. " — Philippians 4:13

" I am the vine; you ane the bremiches. Whoevar aliddes in me and T in him, R it is
that bears much flut, for apart fhom me you can do nofimg. "—Jodm 15:5

Ak God to show you bow to accomplish those poals and what steps you need
tzke. He may only give you the first step, bt that's okay. You can trust Him o stck
with you through to the end! If possible. look for an accoutsbility parmer to halp
chieer you on. There's nothing like encouramement and high-fives from a pood friend
who wanis to see you wWin. o

If vou are properly motivated and dedicated and you are willing to alliow God
to b= a part of the process of geting vou to your end goals and accomplishine your
Mew Year's resphations, then your chances of success are going to skyrocket. You
can't do it alone. God's strength and the people He puts in yor life are wihat will
keep you going when you're ready fo give up.

IMew Year's Day is a grest opporunity to start making positive changes for your
life. But that doesn't mean you can't make plans and goals at other times of the year
You don't hawve to wait untl JTapuary 1 or Monday moming or necot meont before
o start You cam start TODAY. All you nead is life in your vems and a determimed
heart that desires what (rod desires for you.

“Commir your way fo fie LORD; trust in him and he will do thiz: He will make
Jour righteousness thine ke the dmam, the jusfice gf vour cawse ke the noonday
sun. "—Fraim 37250

Barbara Harrall, loving mother, grandmother and great-grandmother Part owner
Biuve Ridee Chriztian News.
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KidsnChrist

What if | Stumble? What if | Fall?
Sent By Alan Griffin

“My name is Katy. I had gone to church
2l my life Rarely would I mizs a Sunday.
I had been involved i nry Sunday school
clazs and with the Youth. I am 3 good per-
son god I had taken may charch and school
life seriously. In 3 matier of nine months T
started doingz things I had told nyyself for
years that I would never do. I have always
been in control of my actons wmdl Dy
family mowed to a new place. I had always lived in an area where I didn’t feel safe
o walk down the street. When I waited at the bus stop in the moming I was afraid
of strangers passing by, When my family mowved to the new bouse it seemed =o
different.

The ioemhome we moved into was new and clean. Kids played cutside, and
thers were so many things to see and do. I met mawy nices kids my age. and we
did things together every day after school I had a boyiriend, bat not lonz after
I moved we broke up. 5o, [ started datimg 2 goy in the peighborthood. “Tomy™
was really cool and everybody liked him We started spending more and more
fime together umtl] ope day Tooy asked me o smoke some weed with him and
his friends. I said no. However, he contmually Kept tringing me o 2 group of
people who smoked every day until I finally sucoumbed to the pressare.

Tony and I contoueed to hang out with all the gang. smoking weed after school
every day. We would go off by ourselves and star making ot unfil the desire was
so out of control I relented to having sex. After that Tony reated me differently.
He wamn't ¢ affectonste amymore, and sometimes he wouldn®t even bother com-
g over to get me. We finally broke up a couple of months later

I can't, for the life of me fisores oot what kappenad. T have disillnsioned all nry
friends at choch. Everyone knows what I have been doing, and it has desitoyed
o1y reputation. I used to be well respected becanse I had alorays tried to do what
was right, buf pow all that is zone. [ sucommbed to peer pressure. We zive m o
peer pressure because we want to be liked. I just want to fit in and not have any-
one langhing at me. Iwas curiouws how all these things worked, and I wanted o
ity something new. Everyone else was domg it I had oo idea that it would change
me the way it did.”

A5 3 young adult we can do many thines to deal with and even aweid peer pres-
sure. We have to stand up for what we believe in and learn how to sy the word
“MIO7. We should defend our friends m the same situstion and when the tables
are turned they will defend you. If we can’t make ap our mind ahout & sinaton
we shonld falk it over with peaple we muast. Most imes when we come into 3
pressured siteation we do well defending our salf the first tme, but when we are
constantly placing cursefat sk we will evenmally snconmb to the pressure.

We kave to remdnd ourselves where we stand. If we are in a sitnation where
people are trying to change us, we have to remember who we are. We are sons and
daughters of God and a representative of Jesus Christ. Dion’t letf someone else lead
you info a sinstion. Lead them to Chost. If you have a boyirnend, make him focus
on you. You shouldn’t be moning after him  Femember the poals and plans you
hawe zef in life. Dion't let a banch of foolishness like drugs and premarital sex gat
in the way of your dreams. Eesp 3 comfort zone of people vou can mast around
youL Turn peer pressure into positive pressure

We were called to mice with sinful people to keep our distinetive Chrismian
valus. We are not to lose our faith by absorbing the valnes of the pagan world We
are not o be isolated from unbelievers aither. Giving into fempiation is & gradaal
thing. “Bur each omne is fempied when he is drown oy by kis own desings and
enticed. Ther, when desirg has concelved, i ghvas birth fo sin; and sim, when i 15
Jull-gronem, brings forth death. © James 1:14-15 When we are enticed by tempta-
fion we originally don’t plan for it to 2o beyond the first step, but the reality of
it all is sin always takes us one step further. When vou give into temptation you
will soon realize that yon will confimially snd habitnally practice the temptation
that has ensnared you. “If I only give in this ope more time I will not ever want
fo give into it again ™ Immorality is a disesse and you are only deceiving yonrself
The more times you submit to temptation the soonger the desire becomes. As fime
zoes on the enjoyment of the desire fades and youn will require stronper drogs and
more illicit sex to reach the same folfillment of your desives.

The saddest thing about all of this is we lose our relstionship with God. It is so
gradual that most of us don’t even realize we have fallen ont of fellowship until
it is too late. Sin deadens our spirttual longings and makes the stll small voice
of God inside of us deaden to the point we don't lsten anymore. Mow when we
Ty to quiet our desires our spirimal being will be at war with our physical being.
“For the flesh stz apainst the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh; and these
ang contrary fo one arether so that you do net do the things that you wish. ™
Gralanians 5:17 Howewver, we can achieve victory by sefing out to fizht temptation
every day. “Thergfbre, lof him who thinks he stends take heed lest he fall. No
fempraiion has overtake you except such as 5 commmaon fo man, but God s faith-
Jul who will not ailow you fo be tempted bovond what vou are able, but with the
fempration will also make the way of excape, that you may be able fo bear i7" 1
Corimthians 10:12-13 God will kelp you fight temptation. He hias given ns a divect
path of comrmmication to Him throngh prayer. Secondhy, He has given us the
sword of the spirit which is the Word of God

Temptation bry its very mahare is 2 lie. Satan with his deceitful namre presents
what is evil as good and what is hanndil as helpful. He presents dmgs as an ant-
dote to boredorn, but they are really a poison. He enslaves vou with sexaal desire,
i presents it as liberation of the soul. Tempation always offers something that
sounds good, but in the end it only brings death and desouction. ™ Setan was a
mrderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the fruth, because there iz no
fruth in . When he speaks a [ie, he spegks fiom ki own resources, for he is a

iar and the firther af i7" JTohn 8:44

There is a method to the way Satan decaives ns. He iries to attack us when we
are weak. When our bodies are sick or when our mind is depressed. Satan will
often attack us when we are idle. When boredom comes creeping in be leads us o
temptation He will lead us to doubt God's wisdom trusting more in our own rea-
spn than the Word of God. Belishing the praize of man over the written math, we
start feeling sorry for curselves, neglecting our prayer life, rebelling azainst our
parents, lying, stealing and cheating like it was our only way to achieve success.
We hawve a false cense of security and we become over confident in our own abil-
ity. We mav even decide that we don't need God aomymore and stop all association
with our choarch life.

We are lost in our trespasses and sine. We have tomed our back on oor blessed
Savior and thers is cnly coe way to zet Him back! Bepent, which means to
stop what we know we are doing wrong and go towards what we know is right
"Neverthelezs, I have this ggainst you, that you kave Ight vour first love. Remam-
ber thergfore from where vou have fallen; repent and do the first works, or elze T
will comea fo vou guickly and remove your lamp stand from itz place—unless you
rapant. ' Fevelatons 2:4-5 Trie repentance is where we are sorry for sinning
against God. Turning from that sin, completely stop doing that sin and torn to
our Heavenly Father whose Spirtt ives inside of us. When we stop committing
=in it is not because we fear the consequences of sin If is not because we fear the
judzment of God. Tree repentance from the hesrt looks at the sin with hatred and
maoves away from sin We look at sin i itz trae lght and realize that our Savior
was cracified on the cross o defeat the things we have been domp. “ [fwe say
that we have ne sin, we decene onrselhvas, and the truth is not in Ifwe confers
our sins, He is faishful amd just e forgive uz our sins and fo cleanse us from all
unrighteousmess. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His
wand i3 mo? i ws My Finle children, these things T write fo you, so that you may
Hot 5. And [Famyone sins, we hine an Advecade with the Farher, Jesuz Christ the
righteous. And He Himselfis the propifiation for onr sins, and not for ours omly
It aise for the whole wordd. ™ 1 John 1:8-2:2

Yon canmot overcome the power of sin by yourself. It is absolntely impossible.
Yo will try and fail wmb] you finally give up. You have to tum back towards God.
He alone has the power to heal von He is the Great Physician.

1) “Thergfore submit fo God " Tames 4:7 Surrender your sntive life to Him.
Pray to Him “Lord T have made 3 mizerable mess of my Llife Please come in take
conirol of oy life, my will and my empotions.” Take a spital rng binder snd write
Him a latter every night for 20 days. Tell Him everything that happened to yon
during the day. Tell Him how lonely you feel becanse I kmow you feel the loneli-
est you ever have in your life. You are going to have to abandon all those people
that lead youn asmay. You cannot have a relationship with them. You cannot help
them becanse you are in A positton now where you can't even help yourself.

Prayer is an extremely important weapon that God gave us to Sght tempta-
tion. Your spiral binder or prayver jonrmal helps vou fo put your thoughts togsther
bafore you go to your Heawenly Father in prayer. Two things we want to ask our
Father daily if to *lead us not into tempiation, bt deliver ns from evil.™ Jesus
said, "Wrtch and pray. lest vou enfer info temptation. The spirtr indeed iz will-
ing, but the fesh iz weak "' Matthew 26:4]1 This means we should pray on a daily
basis and when we are tempted  When we pray our praver joumal we should zo
1o A romm by ourselves and close the door. Get down oo our knees and elboars and
read our prayer out to God.

This is consecratad prayer. Then we shonld be in a prayerful mind contimmoashy.
o eves should be open as we camy on a conwersation with God as we walk,
drive, ride or even falk to others becanse He is constantly talking to us. Dear
Heavenly Father, “I surrender all resistance in my soul. Flease enfer niy mind at
will and speak the Words of Life 1o me. Femove me from the world of the lost so
that Your lowve will fill oy heart with unspeskable poy"™

2} “Razist the devil and he will flee from pou ™. Tames 4:7 You hawe to fight for
this. This is not given fo yow. Yon are ighting for your life and everything yon
have believed in since birth. Fight Fesist. Expel the notons and desires of your
past. Befocus your life oo things yon use o do prior to your tempiaton. Concen-
irate on your work or studies. Write 3 letter to ome of you old Christian fiends and
let them know how vou are doing. Keeping your temptations or your sinful past a
secret is 3 mistake. Comipose a testimony of the tfempiations you suffered through
and share it with others. Show how God is changing you and how you came about
this changze. This will lead others to change and cause you to become soonger in
your faith.

3.y "Draw near fo God and He will drow near fo you... ™ James 4.8 Dion't just

confinued on page 14
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read your Bible , consume it. We must take in the Word of God for our omm

uze. We nmst take on its appearance. It mnst be a part of our very being. When
we eat fiood it becomes us. When we read the Bible it becomes all of us. When
we sinmlate the Word of God it is received info our heants and it saves our sounl.
People don't chanpe themsehyes. People don’t change peaple. If thet was the caze
there wounldn't be any crime or hatred It is the Bible that changes peopla. “Put
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand againzt the wiles of the
davil. For we do not wrestle against fesh and Mood, but apaist principalifies,
aEminsT poveers, against the rulers qf the darknezs gf thiz age, against spirial
hosts gf wickednass in the heavenly places. Stand thergfore. haning ginded your
werist with ftrath, having put on the breasiplate gf rightesusness, and having shod
Jyour feet with e preparaiion qf the pospal of peace; above all, takng the shield
g fnith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
And take the helmat of salvanion, and the sword of the Spiri, which iz the word of
God; praying aiways with all praver and zupplication in the Spirii, being warch-
Jul to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the sami. “Ephesians
6:11-12, 14-18

4y Ehmse}'mﬂ' hands, you simners; and prreff your hegres, vou double-meind-
ad. " James 4:8 Fefram from any sin whatsoever Carmy on 8 contimios Comwerss-
tion with God at all tmes. As you walk to your class discuss with Him the things
you read in vour Bible that moming Asvroid thinking about the things you did
while yon were on dmugs. Wash your hands of the people and the places you use o
know and zo. Above all resist Fight. This is your future.

5.) “Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be furned to mourming
and your joy o ghoowm. ™ James 4:0 This is not a pleasant task. This will not be a
happy time for you. Cry Cut To GOD! Beg Him for His bhelp because He says,
“With My lowve I will kesp yvou by My power alone. T don’t care where yon have
fallen or whers yvou have bepn Tl never forsake you, by love never ends_ it
never ends ” Throngh the years of depression I had separated nryself from God,
amd I had found royself in a state of emptiness that was imbearable. Om November
Bih 19971 zot down on my hands and knees and cried ont to the Lord for help.
Lirle did I kzow I was chanzed mstamtly.

§.) “Himnble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will It you up.™ James
4:10  IEnow for a fact that God had His hand in healing me  For those mamy
years I was a stubborn, hard headed, self-indulging fool that placed my will sbowve
everybody else’s. The hatred I kad inside of me it was no wonder I did the things
Idid. “For we oursalves wene also once foolish, dizobedient, decened, serving
varigws fusts and pleasures, [iving in malice and emyy;, hatgfll and hating one
another Bur when the kindwess and the love gf God owr Savior foward man ap-
peared, not by works gf righfeousness which we have done, but acconding to Hiz
murcy He caved us, through the washing gf regeneration and renevwing gf the Holy
Spirit. whom He poured out on ur abundantly through Jerws Cheiss our Savion
rhat kanving beon justified Iy Hir srace we thould become hafrs according fo the
hope gf etarmal I[jfe. ™ Titus 3:3-7 He changed me into a loving, carnng person who
is now consumed with the welfare of others. My goodness He has changed me
I oo lenger live for noyself which is the empiiest existence there is oo eanth. T
live for my Heavenly Father and ooy King and Savior Jesus Christ. There is oo
obstacke great encugh fo stop my service to Them I went from a person who was
condemmned to die to 3 servant of Jesus Christ and a son Of God.

T hawe a prayer for you, “Dear Heavenly Father, [ pray that you will submit
yvourself to God. Surrender your life to Him that vou will trest Him and obey His
word. I pray that you will resist the sin and temptations that have trapped von info
1 lifetime of suffermg. I prav that vou will draw near to God through daily Bible
stdy and prayer. I promise yon that He is eagerly waiting to draw near to yow. I
am beppring you to wash your hands of your sinfial life. purifying your heart and
separating yourself from the people that have led you asiray. I especially want
to pray for you durmg your fime of stmzzle when yon ars fighting addiction,
loneliness and despair I realize the days will feel long and the nights even longer.
I pray for you all these things so that one day 3 pew dawm will rise in vour Life
and all the things in vour past will be zone. You will be a new crestion. Desipned,
developed and molded into a servant leader of God. You will have need of abso-
Ingely pothing save vour Bible and the faith that it delivers through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Youor light will shine forth by vour actons and words. I pray that
your blessings will be many and one day, I will see vou shining like a star when
we are all free from sin agam.

In Jesus Christ's name T pray. Amen

Alan Griffin started the Hdsnchrist minisiries in November 1007, He has worked
with immer cify kids for 21 years. He found a nead for specialized Biblical litera-
fure that would reach people of all apes and has been writing since 2005, The
ministry har expanded their wabsiter to reach arownd the worid, Eidomchrizt.com,
millenniglchrisiian.com, teansRchrisl com, Seniorsnclrist. com, PICiume-Varse com,
and soulwerks-smallgroups.com. Wa had an oureach of over 13, 000, 000 peaple
last year with 30,000,000 imprezsions. If vou have any guestions for Alan you can
reach kim af alangkidsnchrist.com
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The Rest of the Story

Dipup Harrell

Az awy of vou that have worked aroumd heavy equipment know, geting seri-
onsly hurt is always possible and can happen in an instant! 1 literally also fell off
that backhoe when I realized what had happenad. Clint moved up to the backhoe
at the same tme [ was moving the lever and [ did not see him vl it was too Late!
As you can imagine, the bucket of 8 backhoe does not give when it hits 3 hnman
body, and it, hit Clint square in chest! Scared was an understatement. I just knew
I had burt my dear friend seriously and maybe killed him! You can understand the
relief T had when Clint, with his nsnal bravo, leoked at me and came oot with his
customary, sirong as 3 bull, comment Fead and enjoy.

Funny Farm —

Drear friends,

Cme moming I set out to gather 2 fow beads of slighty
rotiing cabbage for my friend Bors the Hoe. Picking my
way through the cabbage patch, searching for the ones not
fit for nman consnmption, was relaxing for me The cool
mountain air, puncmated with the FOUL odor of cabbage,
imvigorated nrv body and spint for the challenging day
ghead. And I loved delivering the vepetables to my piggy
friends as they squesled and prumted in delight upon my
armival This was the OWNE CHOEE I knew how to do and
rarely screwed up o . Having fulfilled moy role as “Caterer io
the Pizs” I retumed to the farmboazze to leam oy fate for the
balance of the day.

Samford & Som. ..

Fammer Dipug has a large workshop where he repairs, jury-rigs and imvents famm
implements. As many of you know, there are literally thousands of doo-dads and
moving parts that go into keeping a farm productive. And call me crazy, but I
never inagined the plethora of things that can break duning a day’'s work.

When I first perused the parts. pieces and tools in this shed. T surmised that it
mmst be 3 scrap-metaljunk yard.  somewhat skin to Fred snd Lamont Sanford’s
place Auto engines, pointy sharp shards of metal large chaine, oil cans, gas cans,
2 hngze compressar, big tall fanks of heaven knows what, carburetor de-punk junk,
a hittle filing/sharpenimg wheel, fan belts of every make and length.  von name a
gizmo of piece of pmk and you'll find it there. Bvery now and then an old Ameri-
can Motors Bambler wounld show up, Doug would disassemble and rebald it cnky
io replace it with another,

Farmer Clint “The Welder”. ..nahhh

Hardly 3 day passed that Dong would not remark, “Well, we have snother op-
pormunity for repair * Fest assored, my friends, the “wea™ in his sfarement refers wo
hirm amd Tesus becanse T can't repair anything. Left to me 3 “fix™ would be to call
Mr. Jobn Deere himself to come and cormect aquipment malfimetiomns!

Many times Doug wonld draft his brother, Fammer Lary, to jury-riz broken
stuff. They like to walk in circles aroumd the fractred hicky-doos, scratch their
chins, and falk gobblady zock about what is broken and how to comect the mal-
function. They call it “Hamrell Hill Engineering™, I call it gibberish. You may re-
call when they hovered around a broken down old jesp, then suddenly they lifted
the hood and inserted a piece of mulch to make it mo. And purr it did. . .that’s
mats, I don’t care who you are! Mevertheless, I now walk around with a scrap or
rano of mnlch in my pocket for emerpenciss g .

Dioug was preparing to perform somes herculean task, like moving a mountaing
with his GIANT backhoe. But first we needed o grease all the ball joints — AND I
HELPED} — znd then there was a broken somethimg-or-other that nesded welding.
Mow I loved watching Dong weld things. Sacretly I aloreays hoped he would teach
me that skill . but so far to no avail I guess be fimores my spirimal gifts do mot
mmcnde handling a torch? Whatever his rezsons for making me sit on the sideline
I sl enjoy watching the sparks fiy and hot metal drool. And it would be ever so
cool to wear that welder's mask but alas it won't happen @ .

As my boddy fired up that welding torch I wondered to myyself, “Hmmm, that
weld is mighty close to the fuel tank. . “fame-thrower meet diesel fuel’ . oot
& great combo.” 1 mentioned the concem o Famoer Doug who peered owver his
safety plaszes and gave me that smile that says, “Pollard, it's best if yon don’t say
awything at the moment.™ So I stood aside and watched in awe.

We finished the weldmg job — Yes I zaid “we™ even thonzh I was but a casual
olbserver — and it was fime to loosen up the jommts on the backhoe

Now the tacket on this monstrosity has a kind of herky-jerky motion; rather
than a mmaapth move from side to side or up and down it's more like 3 sudden
harch. This abnormality isn't a problem, of course, If 3 man is working in the field
alone. On the other hand, it conld be hazardons to an onleoker standing a wee bit
foo close.

He Flies Through The Air With The Greatest Of Ease...

Dioug was focused on his weld sand making sure everything was mechanically
sound as I moved in for a closer look. Unaware of my procdminy fo the bucket, be
manipulated the lever to one side when . BAW. . thar £.000,001 Ib bucket Literally
leapt to the side to catch Fanmer Cling in the middle of my chest.

Mow it’s one thing to imagine being slapped by 2 backhoe buat, as you might ex-

joved annther porpeous day at Hamell Hill Farms.

pect, I was stanled and temrified o find noyself performing these aerial antics only
10 have an abrupt STOP as I was smashed against the shed wall. I think I exhaled
rather noisily as every gram of air departed oy lungs.

And you think I was surprised? Farmer Dong appeared as though he'd seen
2 ghost! [ meed youn to know that he is very safety conscious and abarays took
extraprdinary measures to avoid puting me in harm’s way. Yet, it seemed. despite
his best effiorts I could be serionsly injured.

Hit Me With Your Best Shot!...

Having recovered from the mitial shock of bemg 3 homan canmon Ball, T
gquickly wrizgled and wiggied all my pars and decided God had protected me
from injury. And seeing the terror on the face of my friend, I remarked. .. "Ts that
all you've got™

Fammer Dioug, ashen and pale-faced, looked down at me from high atop the
backhoe and szid “You conld have been REATLY
huort. You scared me to desth™

I thought perhaps a linle comic relief was in
order a5 I replied, “You hif me bt I SCARED
TOUT? Well, let me tell va something, pal — Farm-
ar Clint fook your best shot and ['m stll stand-
ingz.. smoag like ball!™

As T recall we walked across the road to the
farmhouwse and had our regular moming cop of
cappuccing with Barbara. Mot much was said
sbout nrv mishap with the backbpe, it was a too-
near-miss with dizaster. We just ralaxed and en-

Suraly God was watching over me and Farmer
Dipup that day as once azain [ cheated death on the
Funmy Farm @ .

Humbled in the Hills,
Fammer Clint
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Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:

* Numbness or buring in feet or hands
« Sharp electnc like pains

* Pan on walking

« Difficudt sleeping due to pan

* Prickling or tmgling in feet or hands

* Balance problems

You may have Neuropathy.
Pharmaceutical treatment for

neuropathy has not proven fo
be effective in the long ferm.
Owr office has had excellent
results in the reduction and
elimnation of sympioms by
using & multi therapeutic
approach including low level
|zzer therapy, spine care and
nutrition.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE
IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.
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Is it Worth it?
By Fev. Mark H. Creech

The late Dr Billy Grakam once said, "The Chris-
tian life is not a constant high. T have my moments of
deep discouragement. [ have to go to God in prayer
with tears in my eyes, and say, '0 God, forgive me '
or 'Help me ™ It comforts me to know someons a5
faithfnl 3z Dr Graham has =aid something like this
bacauze I too have experienced discouragement on
mMaEny oCCasions.

There were the times when as a pastor [ was broken-hearted at the spiritzal
lethargy and backshiding of moy panishioners. Mothing I did to str them ssemed to
make any difference. It was bard when cerain members of the chuoch betrayed
me or purposely made it difficalt to lead effectively. It was especially difficult
when the Board of Deacons at one charch called for my resignation, when I had
done nothing worthy of censure or dismissal Instead Ihad been proclaiming
the nnadulterated Gospel of Christ, which some found offensive. It was remibly
discouraging as & young pastor to discover that domg right doesn't always lead to
& right result or that I would be rightly treated by people who shonld know what
was right.

As executive director and lobbyist for the Christian Action League, there have
b=en a lot of discouraging experiences.

There was the time when my lobbying activity blocked the proposal for a state-
operated lotery dead in its tracks, wlum:—:nﬂﬂmlj and nnexpectedly everything

my advacacy had
killed, Tt it later revived and passed by an act of political treachery. Certainly,
paimfil was when a rogue federal judge overurmed the Marriage Profection
Amendment sdded to Morth Carolina's Constitution — 2 mezsure that [ had Labored
on for ten years 1o see passed. Then there was the repeal of HB 2, commonky
known as the bathroom bill, good sense legislaton meant to protect wonmen and
children from kaving to share restrooms, showers, and locker rooms with men.
HE I died from the media's mammoth smear campaipn and formidable politcal
pressures from Leftists groups. Mothing done was effectual o save It

Mot long apo when [ was disconraged and in a dark place, T hid away in noy
baedroom. While hying on the bed, Kim oy wife, came i and nrged me to share
what was troubling me. T opensd up and recalled some of the things T've men-
tioned in this article. and conciuded: "So mawy losses! 5o many dissppomiments!
It causes you to ask, is it worth it? Why labor so passionately, so sacrificially, in
the face of such failare™

Seeking nry comfort, Kim tenderly kissed me on the cheek and said, "Yes, it
was worth it It was worth it because Jesus is worth it! And it is worth confinuing
because He is wortiny. He is worth every arduous mile of the jonumey, every msult,
evVETY injury, every inconvenience, and every incapacitanon.”

Tears filled may eves. How could I ever forget that Jesus was worth it?

O Good, forgive me, help me,

Indeed. I cannot separate the canses for which I have given npmch of my life
from Jesus Christ himself T pursued them in obedience to his call. But the defests
can be somewhat dizillnsioning — somewhat confusing — that rightesusness often
dipemm’t succesd — that evil mawy times wins the day. It can be very discouraging
Wevertheless, what Lifis ooy heart out of the mock and mire of lost confidence
and enthisizsan is that Jesus is slways worth the effort to defend or advance the
purposes of Geod.

Onir Lord deesn't call upon s to succeed, but to be faithful.

Think of it. Moah preached for decades while the people of his day only scoffed
&t the tath. The prophets proclaimed the Word of God to wayward Israel, ot
Izrasl did mot tum froom ber sins, and God's own people noardered many of them,
What about Jesus? When He came to the end of His minisiry, it appeared as
thongzh Hiz disciples hadn't actually believed him Dhespite three years of concen-
trated and exhsustive ministry, His inmer circle forsook Him and the reliziows
suthorities had Him cacified. The Ddsciples of Christ suffered tremendonsly for
their faith, and most of them died violent deaths.

5till, the apostle Paul admonished: "5, my dear brothers and sizters, be strong
and immovabie. Ahways work enthusigstically for the Lovd, for vou mow that
nothing you do for the Lord i ever uwzelass " (I Cor. 15:38).

Enofe] Staton has beantifully stated that followers of Christ peed fo be positive
and optimistic and encourage each other as they appreach the end of davs.

“Christians should preach the kind of hope that will cancel depression, the kind
of values that will cancel self-pity, the kind of victory that will cancel defeatism,
the kind of power thar will eliminate weakness," says Staton. "Christ has already
won! So, has everyone who is in Christ! We are already winners becase of Hom "

One day we will see the Lord take all of our labors for his name's sake and
weave them into an iscormiptible kingdom tapesiry, where the words of Christ's
madel prayer will finally be answered, "Tour kingdom come, your will be done, on
aarth az i7 Iz i heanaem. (It & 100,

Yes, it's worth it. It's always worth it becanss Jesus is worth it

Raverand Dr. Mark Creech is Executive Direcior of the NC Chriztian Action

League. You may contact him at newmarkereech|@chrizianachionleague.org or
RIR-FET-Da0G
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EXPERIENCE THE COVE. LEAVE INSPIRED.

Flan o hold wour group's nexn ministry event or conference at The Cowve in Bzheville, Disoow

over The mountain
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Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church

“Standing By The Cross”

By Shawn Thomas
Burke Couny

Ome of mry favorite stories of the Civil War is of 3 Union
officer whose unit was coming under particulariy heavy fire
from the Confederate cannon Someons rode up to him and
said they thonzht they knew why they were getting so nuach
hear: this officer had posted “Old Glory,” the American flag,
in such 3 prominent positon overhead that it made a great
target for all the Confederate artillery, and they were focused on bringing it down.
They sugzested o him that be move his flag to some less conspicnons positon
and it might lessen the fire. But the officer looked up at the flag and smid: “Let it
wave high; it is our glory.” In just a few moovents that officer fell o Confederate
fire. Buf he stood by his “glory™ to the end.

Tust as our couniry s fag is the glory of the patrior, so, the cross of Tesns Christ
is the glory of the Christisn. And just a3 the soldier is called to stand by his fag;
5o, we a5 Christians are called to stand by the coss of Jesus Christ.

I lowe the picture of 125 hers when it says: “Thergfre the soldiers did these
rhings. But standing by the eross of Jerus were Hir mother, and Hiz mothart
sister, Mary the wiffe gf Cleopas, and Mary Magdaleme. ™

Thesza were such brave women; even though Jesws had been amested, and was
being crucified, they did not sbandon Him. There they were, bravely “STAMND-
NG BY THE CROSS OF JESUS.™

Cme of the very remarkable things about the Bible is its emphasis on women —
cenfuries before the canse of women's nghts was adopted by the “modern world ™
The Bible has consistently lifted np examples of godly women throughot its
pages. This is one of those places. All of Tesus” disciples {(except John) had scat-
tered (Bdatthew 26:56 says “then all the disciples left Hom and fled™); Peter had
Just dewied Jesns thres times to a slave girl!; but these women stood there by His
cross. (In fact, mawy point to the role of women here as one of the evidences of
the relishility of the MNew Tostament accoumts of Tesus' desth and resurrection. If
someone were “making up” a story that they wanted people to believe, they would
MWEWER have made up a story which featured WOMMEN as the first wimessas to
Jesus' resurrection, because women were nof generally respected in that society.
But the reason it says the women saw Jesns is becaase they DITY They were in-
deed the ones who first saw Him risen fom the dead. And they were the ones the
Bible says were there “STAWDING BY THE CRO55."

“Standing by the cross™ here I believe is more than just 3 description of their
pirysical location It also pictures their commimment to the Lord: “standing by the
cToss.”

Wow ust 3 word abount “the cross. ™ Most of us know what “the cross™ 15 Tt is
what Jesus was nailed to, and what He died on that day. Ower time. and becanse
of itz meawing manwy of us have “zlamorized™ the cross. We've made it into orma-
ments and pieces of jewelry. Even many LOST people wesr omaments featuring
the crpss. But we nesd to rememnber what it originally was: the cross was the
Foman instrument of the death penalty. It was the “eleciric chair,” or the “hang-
man’s npose,” of their day. Jesus and the others were put to death on the cross, in
the most groesome and foIMoNs Way.

But in another sense, what happened on the cross IS glorious. I Peter 2:21 says
that “He Himself bore our sins in Hiz body on the cross, ™ so that we could be
forgiven and come back to God. That is the message of the gospel. That is whar
Christianity is all about: what happened on that cross.

But today we are abandoning the meszage of the cross; it is not “popuolar™ aomy
more. But true followers af Fesus will imitate the example of these women  amnd
stand by the cross of Fesns! Mow, that does not mean that we need o Iiterally
“mo™ to 8 Cross somewhere and physically “stand by #7, like they did. But I want
ns to think of some practical ways in which we DO need to “stand by the crooss™ of
Tesus:

How are you going to get into beaven” One of the most famons guestons used
in evangelism is to ask a person, “If you were to stand before God, and He were to
ask you, “Why should I let vou into My beaven?,” what would you ell Him™ I
want you to think about thar for 2 moment, right now. If vou were to stand before
Grod right now, and He were to &sk you, “Why should I let vou into MMy heawen™,
what would YOU say to Him? Think about what YOUR spswer wounld be.

There are 3 whole lot of wrong mnswers fo that question — and umfortanataly
some of you right now had some of those very wrong snswers in your mind
— Some of you just said “Well I'm trving nry best to be mood ™
— Or “I try to treat everyone right, and live by the Golden Bule, or the 10 Com-
mandments ™
— Or“I go to charch,™ or “T got bapazed.™

If wou said ANYTHING like that, anything that is based on what YO are or
good things that you have done; you need to listen to me right now: NONWE of
those things is going fo get you into God's heaven. The Bible says in Fomans 3.20
that by our owm works, N0 ONE will be jusified before God. Hothing WE can do
for God will save us.

There iz coly OME way we can be saved: and that is by the cross of Jesus
Chrizt. Ses. God made us to lve with Him in heaven forever, bot every one of us
simmed  and rebelled agamet God, and we deserve to be punished apart from Him
forever — that is what hell is. But God is merciful, and despits our sin, He made 2
way for us to forgiven. But as we saw last week, there was only ONE way — and
that way was through the cross. If God Himself, God the Son, Fesus Christ, wounld
become 3 man, and live & perfect life, and die on the cross, then God conld pour
ont His punishment for our sins on Him, then He could forgive our sins, and we
could be saved. Bat the cross was the only way that could happen. And the only
ones who will be saved, are those who will put their trust in the cross of Jesns.
It's wot the mood things we do for God that saves ns. It is the pood thing thar GOD
did for TS, at the cross of Christ We've got to put our oast in the cross,

That's why the Apostle Panl said in Galatians 6:14 “Bur may it never be thar
I wonld beast, except in the cross of our Lord Fesus Christ ™ When he's talking
shout “boastong™ there, he's talking abowt where vour bope for salvation is. He's
sxying, I'm not trusting my religions heritags az a Jew; I'm not mostng oy good
works in obeying God's Laws; I'm not trusting m anything alse; He's saying my
oaly “boast” my only HOPE of eaven_ is in the CROS5 of Jesus. For his salva-
tion, Paal was saying, [ am standing by the cross!

And if you are going to be saved, that has to become your tmast too. Your
answer o that question, “Why shonld God let you into heaven™ Has to be 1
DOH'T deserve to be there! The only way [ will zet m, is by the CR{O55 of Fesns,
and what HE did for me.™

It mot “fashionable™ these days to preach sbout things Like “sin ™ and “the
cross.” I say it is not fashionable “these days.” The muth is, it has WNEVEE. bean
“fachionsble™ by worldly standards to preach and teach the crozs. In fact, the first
imaps or “ant” that we have of Jesns Christ was basically a “grafitn” left in the
early Fiomen Empire. It showead 3 man with the bead of 3 donkey, hanging om 3
cross, and undes it was written, “Archippus worships his God!™ That's just an
example of how many of the Pomans thought that the cross of Fesns was foolish.

And that’s exsctly what Panl szid im I Corinthians 1:17-18 “For Cheizt did not
send me fo bapiize, but to preach the gespel, not in clovernes: gf speech, zo that
the crocs qf Chrit would mo? be made vaid For the word qf the cross i foolish-
Hess fo those whoe are perishing, but to us who are beimg saved it iz the powar gff
Grod " He said this gospel featuring the cross is foolishness fo the world — bt
a5 we have seen, it is the only thing that God has ordzined to =ave us. S0, we
omst WOT abandon the meszape of the cross. It pmst abways be the center of our

It was for Panl. He wrote: “And I brethren, when I came fo you, did nof come
with excelignce of speech or gf wisdom declaring to you the festimony gf God. For
I determined not to buow anyihing among you except fezws Christ and Him cruet-
Jlad™ (1 Cor. 2:1-2). Paul was saying to the Corinthians, if vou remember when
I came, THIS was my ministry among you: I preached Christ crocified — the
message of the cross. He said in fact, I preached it so nmch, that vou mizght have
thonzht I didn't know anything else BUT Christ cracified! The cross was 50
omach Panl’s message and his focns.

And the cross mnst be OUE. message and focus too. Everything we do in minis-
iy neads to point people to the cross of Jesus.

In our deslings with other people, and our personsl witnessing. we neead o
“ctand by the cross ™ We nesd to remember that it is only the meszage of the cross
that will save anyone 5o we need to make sure that we tell peaple about the
cross when we talk with them

Listen- our unigque personslity; oor cpol behavior; our witty intellect, will not
save anyone. We may make great fends of people, or atract 3 lot of admiration
from others, i we will not see amyone gemnnely saved unless we “stand by the
cross” and share Jesws Christ crucified.

Tesus Christ coacified is the gospel. Bemember, we locked at I Corinthians 15
& few wesks ago, where Paul shared about what “the gospel” is, and he said it was
“Christ died for our sins according o the scrpiures.” THAT is the gospel; talking
shout how Jesus died on the cross for us. 5o, if we are going to be successful
wimeszsss, we have to chare the messape of the cross. If we don’t share abont the
cross with someone, we can't really say we have shared the gospel with them.

Im Acts B, the Lord brought Philip to the Ethiopian Treasurer, who was reading
the Book of Izatsh but didn't understand it And the Bible says that bezinning
with this scripure, Philip “preached Jesns to bim ™ (235)

That’s what we need 1o share with people: we need to “preach Jesus to them.™
We nead to share that messaze of the cross. Sometimes we do everything BUT:
we share sbout our charch, or aboat 3 12-step program, or whatever But we need
to be sure we share the cross. The cross is the only thing God has said that can
really save and change someone.

Mow, don't misunderstand me. Thers are a ot of good things we can do to
“plant seeds™ m people’s lives, and a lot of these are great things to do. When we
live a godiy life m front of others, or do acts of kindness or build relationships, or
whatever, we are in a very real sense “being a good wimess™ — and this is pood
— bt I never really consider myself as having “wimessed” to someone mless T
have said something ahout Jesns dving on the cross for our sins. Becase that is
the zospel That is the only message that will ever save anyons you know. We've
ot to personally “stand by the cross™ and share that message with others.

We need to ask oursalves: are we really willing to “stand by the cross™ of
Christ, even if it costs us?

But you know what the tmuth is7 We all fail Tesns, doa't we? But here's the
thing: Even when we let Jesus down; even when we DO fail to “stand by the
cross”, and we don't wimess, or share, or stand by Him like we should — THAT
IS WHAT HE WENT TO THE CROSS FOR! Because we ARE going to fail.
ALTL of Jesus® disciples failed, didn't they?! Peter (who said be'd never deny Him)
wasn't there at the cross; Thomas, who so boldly szid, “Let us go too, that we may
die with him ™ he wasn't standing by the cross. Meither were all the other disciples
except Jobn and those women and they failed Him in other wayz. ATT HIS DIS-
CIFLES FAILED JESUS. And yon know what the tath isT WE WILL TOO. And
ithat is what the cross is all sbout: Jesus dida't die so that all of ns “good people™
conld be saved. He died to save SINKERS; who admit they ve failed Him:

Peter failed Tesus; Thomas failed Fesns; and yon & I have all failed Him too.

B that is exactly what the cross is for: Jesus bore our sins i His body on the
cross, so that all of s sinful filares could find the forgiveness we need. at the
CIO0S5.

That’s why we preach abouat the cross. That's why teach about the cross. That's

why God calls us, like these women in John 19, to stand by the cross.

Shawn Thomas is Senior Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Bapst Church in Maorgandon.
Hiz messages and devertonalz are avaiable af www.shmsnethomas com

wwrw brcnews_com
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The Choice of Fo

By Chris Rathbone
Mitchell County

Mfamy years ago, I stmgeled with Tying to
forgive someome who had lnmt me deeply. The
feeling of betrayal that was in nry beant was slmost
crippling to me spirvmally. For many months it
seerned the sination was oo my mind contnuoasly.
First thing in the moming snd the 1ast thing oo my
mund before sleep, if I was able to sleep. There was
2 wide range of emotions that seemed to come and
zo. Some days it was anger. Some days 5t was a
broken heart and tears. Often I would experience
feelings of wanfing revenge, rebearsing in my beart the words oy fesh wanted to
say to the one who had harmed me. Many pravers were prayved asking God to help
me forgive I knew what the Lord would have me to do, bot carmying it out was the
hard part.

One of the most well-knowm portions of scriphure that deals with forgivensss is
found in Bfasthew 18:21-35. Peter asks Jesus how many times he should forgive
2 brother that has sinned against him Peter even sugrests that 7 tmes might be
sufficient. Fesus answers Peter "sevenfy fimes seven " Jesus isn't necessarly saying
that afier 400 fimes you don't have to forgive someons, bat rather he was pamiing
a8 piciure of umlimited forgivensss. Jesns feaches a parable in the followme verses
ahout 8 certain king who took sccount of his sereants. There was fonmd a servant
who owed him “ten thousand mlents". Some dizagree on exactly bow onach money
this servant owed. However, it is believed to be equal to several million dollars in
modem money. The point is that there was oo way this servant would be able to
come up with the money. The king conmmanded that the servant and his famdly be
sold zlonz with all bis possessions. The servant realized his simation and fell doam
before the king and begred for the king's patience and he wounld pay him . Even
though he promuised o pay the debt, more than likely there was no way be conld
An incredible event then takes place. The king is moved with compassion, sets the
servant free and forgives all his debr. Can you imazine that?

The parable doesn't stop there. Jesus teaches that the same servant who lad just
been forgiven so mmch went out and found a fellow servant who only owed him a
fevr dollars. He 1aid hands on him even prabbsed him by the throat snd demanded
payment His fellow servant fell at his faet and hersad for patience in paving what
he owed. However, there was oo compassion in his beart. He had his fellow servant
Pt in prisoa fll the debt was paid There's mo way a man can work o pay his debt
if be is in prizon!

When his fellowr servants saw what he had done in refnsing o forgive, they told
the king about what had happened and this servant who had been forziven so much
was bronght before his lord. The king called him 3 wicked servant and said mo him,
T forgave thee all that deby, because thow desimedst me- Shouldest not thou have
had compazsion on thy fellow servans, eam as I had pity on thee” " His lord was
angry with him and had him daliversd to the tormentors {prizon) till he paid the
debt be owed. Jesus also gives 8 waming that the same shall be done to us if we
don't forgive others their mespasses.

Yo see in this parable, the setvant who refiased to forgive was placed in a prison
of his o making Had he remembered the compassion and forgiveness that he
was given and extendsad the same to others, be would not have been placed in
prison. By his own doing, be was in a prison of unforgiveness. A prison that only
forgiveness wonld have belped him avodd.

The Lord begin to deal with my heart nsing this parsble with my own forzive-
ness. He helped me to first of all realize ooce agaim wihat a great debt of sin that
He had forgiven me. Secondly, be helped me to realize that if Jesws was willing w
forgive me. I should choose to forgive others. Even if my old flesh doesn't feel like
It wamts to.

I'd like to tell you thar all this happened immediately, but it didn't. Matter of fact,
I romest confess that it took probably a couple of vears. Have [ forgotten what hap-
penad? Mo. But I have chosen to forgive what happened. Yes, it was a choice that
Jesms belped me make because in my fech T dido't want to. Payback is what ooy
fiash wanted, bt n my spint, Jesus wanted me to choose forgivensss becanse of
how much He had forgiven me.

There are soone things that Tesns reminded me of through that experience. First,
how much He loves me to forgive me like He did. There wasno't any way I could
pay the debt of sin that T owed, and Jesus forgave me by his grace and mercy. T did
nof deserve forgiveness, but He zave it o me. Another thing be reminded me of is
that He expects me to extend forgiveness to others. Even when it's hard o do so.

Thera's also some things Jesns taught me throngh thar experience. When wea
chioose to harbor unforgiveness towards someons, we put ourselves i a spirital
prison. We seem to believe we are getting back at someone but mathfully we are
only harming purselves. It costs us spiritually because as long as we have the sim of
unforgivenass moour bearts our relationship with Jesus will never be whar it should
be. We put ouoselves in prison and the whole time we're there the key to get ouf is
ours and we refuse to open the door.

We mmist remember some things also. There are peopls who will bart ws and
know they have ot us, and they will ask for forgiveness. There are people who
will knart us and know they hawve burt us, and do mot care, and will probably never
azk for forgiveness. There are people who will lnare us and possibly don't know
they burt us becanse we never told them The key of forgiveness 1= not held by the
ones who may have harmed us_ bt the key 1o ours. Forgivensss is more for us than
it is the offender. Its sats us free from the torment of this prizon we are in, so we
can move on. If we choose to hold on to the hurts of the past it will keep us from
healing in the firmre. We'll be confined endlescly with mn7isible chaims that will
hinder where God wants 15 0 go in our relationship with Him.

This izsne has been on ory heart for 2 while I felt as though thers is someone
who will read this that needs to choose forgiveness and be set free fom that prison

I ozt you fo realize that yon aren't the only one who stogsies with unforpivensess,
With the help of the Lord, you hold the key to freedom from this prison. It's not
easy but it is possible. Even if the offender never asks you for forgiveness, Jesus
asks you to forgive snyway. It's for you, not just them. It will take tme, prayer, and
2 whole lot of Jesus my fhend! Why not start this Mew Year by opening the door of
ithe prison of umforgiveness. Choese forziveness. . becaise Jesus did for you.

FPreacher Chriz Rathboneg semves az Pastor ar Mine Creek Bapiist Clhunch.

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Lirtle Out Of The Way, Bur ALOT Less to Pay™

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

Jonsered

Ph: (828) 688-2369
4 HE['MHH Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
-ﬂl]l NC 197 North davidgriffith58 @ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@ frontier.com

Ye ave of God, hitle claldren, and have evercome them:
because greater 1s he that 15 in you, than he that is i the

waorld. 1 John 4:4
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Blue Ridge Regional Hospital
Churches Look to Work Together to

Share Resources, Support Neighbors
By Colby Boston
Mitchall County

Chuarches in Mitchell County are mwited to learn abouat a
program that is belping to coordinate resources and services
o support people in need in Macon County. The program,
Healthy Meighbors Metaork (HINP), uses soffware to connect chorches and allowar
them to conumnicste shout people in need  keep track of who needs help, and
copordinate vohmbesr support.

HINM is maddeled afier the Congregational Health Wetwork (CHI) program in
Memphis, Tenmessee, CHN started in 2008 and now has 500+ churches and 700
vohmteers working fogether to support their compunnity.

Colby Boston, VWoluteer Engagement Specialist at Blue Ridse Regional Hos-
pital, was on the team of representatives from across western Morth Caroling who
fraveled to Memphis in 2015 to leam about the propram. “Tt was amarming to see
what the Memphis program was doing, ™ said Colby. “They were nsing the CHPN
program te rebuild the neighbor commection and zafety net that had been lost since
the miroduction of HIFAA in 1906 and were working within commnnities to co-
ordinste care in 8 HTPA A complizmt way that allowed neighbaors to help neizhbors
in need. As spon a5 I heard abowt CH I knew it would be 8 good fit for Mitchell

Connry.”
“Every day we hear shout peopla Never |{:|.D|( dl:}[_un
on SGmEDHE‘ :

in our congregaion and in our
comnmnity who need balp, ™ said
Fev. Jeremy Troxler of Spruce Pins
Urnited Methodist Church, *“Some-
mmes we can meet the need and,
other times, we ejther don’t have
the resources or the people power
o help. If we can connect with
other faith commnitiss, we cam
share our strengthe and resources to do more. ™

Healthy Neighbors Metenork is ourrently up and nimming m Macon County, with
eighteen (18) churches and agencies coordinating services. Simce their program
launched im fune, they have served 197 people with 140 acts of kindness and
coordinated over 515,000 in aid. In Macon County, 57%0 of the financial assis-
tance has been directed to housing needs—ent assistance or wiilities. 40% of the
assistance has been directed to providing food security.

“Wa had a phone call with taro of the pastors from Macon County—a Lutheran
minister and 3 Baptist pundster,” said Rev. Dr. Marcus Benfield froo Altapass
Baptist Chorch. “Tt was really helpfil to hear how they are working fogether
across denonunations to support people in need. I'm excited about the opportu-
nity of starting a Healthy MNeighbors Metwork program in Mitchell Conngy:™

Faith lesders interssted in leaming more shout Healthy Meighbors Network are
mmvited to an informational meeting Tuesday, January 15 at 6200 pm. in the Com-
ity Foom i the Maury-Phillips Center {189 Hospiral Drive, located beside
Blue Ridze Regional Hospital). Dinner will be served so please BSVP with your
name and congregation to Colby bostoni@msj.org. For more information about
Healthy Meighbors Metaork DMitchell Connty, call Colby Boston at 828-766-1872.

Cally works with Blug Eidee Hosprtal and will be heading up the HNN.

Burnsville Seventh-Day Adventist Church

Greetings Friends and Happy New Year!

Pastor Ed Conser
Fmcay Coungy

Pecently while reading chapter one in the Gozpel of Lnke,
the story of fechariah and Elizabeth caaght ny attention.
Beading about their experience. rerindsd me, that thedr story
iz pne of preat faith and hope. Luke 1:5, provides the setting,
“the days of Herod.™ It was a dark time becanse Herod the
Great was an evil person (see Mathew 2). Yot in the midst of this darkness there
were two shining lights, Zechariah and Elizabeth. In Luke 1.8, we gat 3 glimps=
of their characters; "And thay were both rightecus bgfore God, walking in all
the commuandmeants and ordinances af the Lord dlamalesz.” The word "“walk" in
Scriprure kas to do with a person's life, especially their conduct. Zechariah and
Elizabeth conducted their life according to God's Word. They patterned their lives
afier the divine standard, His ten commandments.  To me, Biblical nghiepusmess
is an inward quality that manifests iself m loving obedience to God. Living our
lives after the divine standard, His ten commmandments does not save us, imstead it
iz & lowe response to our (nod who saves ns. Salvation is a fres pift from our Lord,
all we haves to do is accept it. So, Zechariah and Elizaheth were rightecus in their
character; their love for God motvated them to be obedient to His Word, and they
were steadfast i their faith in God. They were committed to living out their faith,
What a living testimony they were for God.

Luke 1.7, prowvides us with an insight to a challenge they were facing; "they had
na child ™ For a Jewish couple to be childbess was thought to be a sign of God's
displeasure. At the very least, this resulted in shame and reproach (see Luke
1:25). Surely, to have a child was
8 desire of their bearts. Certainhy,
they praved. They waited. Hut
only kearing silence. What do vou
and I do when God is silent? Zach-
arizh and Elizabeth conld have
reacied in anger and bitterness.
Instead they continued serving God
with bope in their kearis. Mothing
had changed except the passaze of
tme ZFecharish and Elizabeth sall
were sieadfast m their devetion 1o
God. Why? They did not let their personal challenge keep them from loving and
serving God. Wothing had changed, They were soll nght before God. They still
pattemed their lives after God's Word. They loved God and refosed to allow this
to become 3 shumbling bleck in their relstionship with Him. "Buf withous faith
1t ix impossibie to please Him, for he who comer fo God must believe thar Ha is,
and that He iz a rewarder of thoze who dilfgently seek Him. " (Hebrews 11:6).
Faith knows that silence does not last forever. "While he was semving” (Luke 1:8).
Zachariah is zemwing ready to hear from God What if be had quit? How often do
we miss out on hearing from God because we cease serving and trusting in Him?
While Fechariah was serving God, an angsl of the Lord (Gabriel, Luke 1:19) ap-
peared. (Gabriel came to announce that they wonld have a son. Luke 1: 14 - 17
emphasizes John the Baptist's mole in God's redemptive plan. Joho would be the
forenmmer who wonld aomounce the coming Messizh - Jesns!

Zechariah and Elizabeth were willing to be nsed by God, they learned that
God's silence is not forever.

They were farthful to Him in spite of their challenge What sbowt us? We are
waiting for Jesus' second conimg. As we wait, will we contime to serve and wor-
ship Him in spite of our challengas)? What I need is the kind of farth displayed
in the lives of Zecharizh and Elizabeth. Like them we need to oust the Word of
God. Jesus is coming again, (Tites 1:2, "God does not le'"), could He coms in
20197 Mo one knows the day or bhour of His appearing, tat untl that glorious day,
let us continne to lovingly obey God's Word and remain steadfast in our faith, like
Zachariah and Elizabath!

Ed Couser iz the pasior for the Bumsville and Ervwin Hills Saventh-daqy ddventist
Chirches. Provious(y he served chuachar in Ontario (Canadal, New Tork, Eanrucky
amd Nowth Caroling. He also iz a refired Chaplaim, Liowtenarnt Codonel, hming spent
20 yamars in the U5 dfr Force. Pastor Couser and s wife gf 25 vears, Carol haa i
el childen: Meiinsa, Emqylee, Meagm and Drew. He anjoys sharing the love qf
Jezs and encouramng orhers to prepare for His soon refurn.
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Will the Real Abomination
Please Stand Up?

By Jim Huskins

McDowall County

The so-called boliday season is winding down.
Everyone has recently celebrated something, but
I am amazed at how few Christians even notice 3 winter celebration which Fobm
1022 refers to as the Feast of Dedication. This observance was important enough
for Jesus to make a wip from Galilee to Jerusalem to keep it

Dedication is not one of God’s appointed times listed in Levitias. Father, it
commemarates an event in Jewish history which foreshadows a prophecy in Mat-
thew 24:15 16 “So whan you see the abomination af dezolation spoken of by the
MMM stanging i the koly place (et the reader wnderstond), then et
fhoze who are im Judea fea to the mountains. ™

While this prophecy may have addifional fulfillment m the actions of the fure
antichrist, it was at least partially falfilled in the year 70 when Titus of Fome put
an end to Jewish sacrifice and offerings by ordering his amoy to destroy Jemsa-
lem barn the temmple, and erect pagan idols where the Temple had stood.

Femarkably sinular events took place in the year 175 B.C.E when Fudea
was ruled by Syrian leader, Antiochns Epiphanes. He imvaded Tudea, oconpied
Temasalem phandered the Temple, and stopped all the conumanded sacrifices for
thres-and-a-half years. He made capital crimes of studying Torah, crcumcising

clildren keeping Sabbath keeping (God's feast days, and following God's dietary
laws. Hiz goal was to put an end to thess practices, and he tortured or murdered

any found faithfully keeping God’'s insmactions. He killed swyone who would not
sacrifice to Zeus or eat pork. He manyred at beast 100,000 righteons JTews.

In 167 B.CE., Antiochns erected an aliar to Feus in the Temple. He sacrificed
2 pig on the altar and sprinkled swine blood in the Holy of Holies. These events
provoked a revolt led by the Maccabees famdly. Within two years, a rag-tag guer-
rilla insurgency of faithful Tews defeated the most powerfiul amry in the world.
Im 165 B.C.E., the Temple was liberated, and 3 new altar was constmcted. The
Temple was rededicated, and an eight day festival was proclammed to honor this
mukkah Among other things, Hanukkah is a time to be remvimded that those who
oppose God abways attempt to keep others from obeying God.

The zrenda of Antinchus Epiphanes is a type and shadow of the actions of Tims
of F.ome which resulted in the destmuction of Jerusalem in 70 C_E. When Fesns
foretold those events in MMatthew 24, he referred to the desecration of the Temple
and the accompanying ban on worshipping His Father as the “Abomination of
Desolation.” Antiochus and Tims both foreshadow the character and actons of the

Druring our recent celebration of Haonkkah my wife and I were stmack by a
sobering realization: The abominsble azends of Anfiochus Epiphanes and Titus
of Fiome is still with us. That agenda is: You must profane the Sabbath. Yon muost
profane God's festivals and boly days. You st set up idols. YWow nmst eat an-
clean animals_ Youw st nof ciroumeise your sons. Yo nmst not remember God's
mstmactions for living, the Torah. The shocking scurce of this call to action—éo
which Jesus referred as abomination—is no lonzer some pagan king or general.
The zroup which promotes this exact agenda is the mmmense, world-wide body
which claims to lowe and serve onr Messiah.

The early Church, under the leadership of the Apostles and their disciples, kept
Torah. They recognized that their obedience had nothing to do with salvation,
Tt they also knew that we who accept salvation by grace through faith have no
option at to attempt fo live lives of obedience to the One who made us and saves
ns. First Jolm 2:3 4 tells ns that our obedience is proof of whether we have re-
ceived saving grace. The entire book of James underscores this tuth. The second
chapier of the Book of Ephesians has a tenth verse. The Great Commission of
Tesus conclndes with “teach them fo observe all my commands ™

The mth of ohedisncs to Torah was lost in the Fourth Centory when first the
F.omman Empire and then the Foman Catholic Empire began forcing “Christans™
to follow the agenda of shomination: made it illegal to keep Sabbath and required
worship on the day dedicated to pagan sun gods; replaced God’s holy days and
fegtivals with celebrations venerating pagan gods af winter solstce and following
spring equinox; falsely proclaimed that Jesus revoked God's clear dietary instmac-
fions ziven m Leviticus; forbade the sady of Torah and made the possession of
Hebrew language scriphares a capital offense.

Since the Boman Emperor, Constanting, supposedly converted to Christiandty
in 313, every generation has seen a systematic assanlt against those who atbempt
io keep Torsh Hannkksh is a time to remember the fact that, following the perfact
sacrifice of Jesns, the bodies of His followers ars now Grod®s Holy Temple. Given
our Inuman frailty, theze templss need constant rededicanion. The only way to

Grod mever gave us the option of choosing how we will worship and serve him.
Cm the confrary, He gave us clear mstructions oo how to bive and obey. Adam and
Eve sttempted to dictate terms to God, and the resnlt was catasmophic. Shonld we
pattern our lives oo the words of well- intended but misinformed buman teachers,
or should we diligentiy stady the entire Word of God o leam bhow He wants us to
dedicate His temples of grace?

Oedient Heart Fellowship believes that the enfire Bible is e and relevant.
We accept salvation by grace throngh faith in Jesus, and we attempt to love and
serve Him by keeping his commandments. We meet each Sabbath—Seventh
Diav—at Abba’s Hounse, 72 South Main Smeet in Marion. 10-00 4 B 323-460-
7313

Jim & Beveriy Husking ane members af Obedient Hearr Fallowship.

Our family, caring for yours.

Accepting new adult and pediatric
patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your entire family.

MOUNTAIN COMMUMNITY
HEALTH PARTHNERSHIP

We Accept Medicaid, Medicare, and Most Insurance

We Hawve A Sliding Scale Program f You Are Uninsured
Or Need Help Paying For Your Care

Spruce Pine
688-2104

Celo

Bakersville |
B¥5-4116

GEE-2104

Accomplishments
Augqust - December 2018
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buse task force
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1116 Rutherford Road » Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner
(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)

Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
_recycling for a cleaner commiunity
LAL

LA L g 8
% ) a greener environmen %@

hsk about our ongoing recyeling program
and how you can participate in our contributions

to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

North Carolina Baptists

How To Eead The Bible In The New

Year (And Why You Should)
By Brizn Upshaw

Early in my mindsiry, [ met 2 sweet widow named MMarie Mane
was 3 godly woman. She was a poet, a prayer warror, and a lover
of Scriphare.

I remember once that Marie told me that she had read through
the Bible from cover to cover more than 30 tmes in ber life Her declaration both
Common sense indicates that Christians should read the Bible, but the reality

is that few people resd soy part of the Bible, mwch less all of it. A recent study
conducted by LifeWay Research revealad that more than half of Americans have
read little or none of the Bible.

However, Bible reading is foundational and critical to our spiritual growth.

A LifeWay Besearch study also identified Bible engagement as the top spirtiual
discipline that a believer could participate in but the same study found that ocnly
45 percent of Christians enzage with the Bible on 2 weekly basis.

Dhmimg the 2018 Southern Baptist Convention anneal meeting in Diallas, Texas,
Foblby Gallaty, pastor of Longz Hollow Bapiist Church in Hendersonwille, Tenn |
shared the recoommendations of a disciple-making task force that was commis-
sioned two years ago by the North American Mission Board and LifeWay Chris-
tian Hesources.

The task force made three recommendations fo churches, the first of which was
to increase efforts toward Bible engapement The others were to examine the con-
nection between salvation decizions and group imolvement and to the
number of groups that mnltaply on 3 regnlar basis.

“Bible enzazement is more than just reading the Word,™ Gallaty said. “It is al-
lowing the Ward of God and God Himself to lead ns and change our direction, our
actions and our thinking. " Gallaty pointed ont that when people engage the Bible,
they zive moTe, SETVE More, g0 more and evangelize more.

In am effiort to increase Bible engazement, Gallaty encouraged churches to par-
tcipate in “80x20" challenze so that by the end of the year 2020, the percentage
of believers who engage the Bible would increase from 45 percent to 80 percent.
A zpecial website — B0z org — inclndes resources such as articles, Bible read-
ing plans and apps for smartphones or tablets. Many of the resources are free.

Bible reading is 3 popular Mew Year's resolution, and there ars 3 mumber of
popular reading plans available online and through apps like YouVersion. Follow-
ing are some plans you may want to consider, some of which are also available on
the 20x20 website.

Bible reading is foumdatonal and cratical to our spirimal growth
Foundations 260 (F260)

The F260 plan is a 260-day reading plan that highlights the foumdational pas-
sages of Scripiure that every disciple should know. This plan was desizned for
those who have never read the Bible before or those who may have amempred
1o read through the Bible in & year i the past, tar failed. It includes one or two
chapters of reading for five days each wesk with weekends off which can be used
a5 cafch-up days if needed.

Chronological Reading Plan

I this article tfted, “Why you should consider reading the Bible chronologi-
cally,” anthor Trevin Wax writes, “This plan takes you throngh the Bible's zrand
narrative, so that you can follow the storyline chronologically, belping yon sae
bow the Bible fits topsther to tell one biz story that points to Fesns Christ ™ The
C5B Day-By-Day Chronological Bible incorporates daily readings from author
and Mew Testament professor George Guthrie’s “Read the Bible for Life™ plan. I
have previously used this plan and love it o omich I will be using it agzin in 2019,
M 'Cheyne plan

Dieveloped by and named for the 19th century Scottish mindster Fobert Momay
M 'Cheyne, this plan takes readers throngh the Old Testament once and the New
Testament and Psalms twice over the course of 2 year. Each day inclodes readings
from twe Old Testament passages, one MNew Testamnent passage and a passage
from aither the Psalms or the Gospels. The Baptist State Comvention of Morth
Carolina’s Embrace Women's Evangelism and Discipleship Mimistry is encourag-
ing M.C. Bapfists to nfilize this plan as part of its Bible reading challenge in the
OIS VEAT.

Moravian Daily Text

This past year, I used the Moravian Daily Texts in my daily Bible reading.
The first printed edition, known as Die Losumgen (Watchwords), was published
in 1731, The readings were organized by Count Finzendor for the Bohermian
znd Moravian refugees who had settled on his estate flesing persecution. This is
the same plan that Districh Bonhoeffer used. The plan takes readers through the
Old Testament and Mew Testament in two years and the Paalms each year Itis a
little more liturgical in that the Sumday readings are hased on the church calen-
dar. Using thiz plan served z: 3 reminder not onky of poaer of the Word, bt the
ereat providence of God in preserving His Word thronghont the generstions of the
church. i has helped me understand that [ am a part of something bigger than ooy
own spiriteal growth, a grest maditdon of discpleship.

Thesze are just 2 few of the many available Bible readimg plans vou may want
to consider. Orbers will take you through the entire Bible in as littke as 90 days or
aaywhere from one 1o three years.

Mo matier which plan you chopze, make a commitment to engage with the
Bible in the year abead. As Dion Whitney, author of Spirims] Disciplines for the
Christian Life has said “MNo one is changsd by an unresd Bible ™

Hew do vou plan to read the Bible m 20197 What other plans bave you found
halpfiul? Leave a cormment below so others may be inspired and encouragad to
read the Bible in the new year.

continwed on page 37
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Bringing Light in the Darkness

Jewish Practice OF Tikkun Olam

Brings Light At Dark Time Of Year
By Eieza Eay
Yancay Cowmty

Toel Edelson only meant to sell books to pay for college.
Instead, zoing door to door, be became the first Jew many
of the folks in 3 nral area be maveled had ever met in their
Iwes.

“I became an ambassador for fodsism ™ says Edelson,
pracident of the MMountam Synazome in Frankling recalling hiz experience m the
Midwest, still vivid decades later “Soon, pesple in the rural area started telling
each other about me, welcoming me into their homes, wging their neighbors to
mest me. My difference from them became a way to open doors.”

In his owm way, Edelson became a bridge betwesn culiures, and by reducing
prejudice, he did tikkon olam, 3 Hebrew phrase often transkated as repaining the
world. Deeds both biz and small can fulfill the mitzvah, or command, of tikkun
olam.

“Each person camries 3 divine spark that can bring light info the lives of others,™
says Fabbi Shaya Susskind, ececutive director of Chabad-Lubavitch W, an
orgamization that provides social religions and educationsl opportunities at The
Chabad House of Asheville. “This world has fo become a place where everyone
feels athome. (pod, too, has to fesl at horme here. Traditions and kindness never
become ancient ar cutdated, but are timeless ™

Seming the world mght

In the Durianic rabbinic radiion, divine sparks scattered as the vessels holding
the light of creaton shattered i their travels throngh the universe. With tikkum
olam, each persom has a duty to restore the world, sending those sparks back home
fo the crestor.

“At this fome of year, when it is so dark, many religions celebrate the bringing
of light,” zays Fabbi Fachsel Tackson of Agndas Israel Consregation in Hen-
dersomville. “Bvery act of tikkun olam lightens burdens and helps set the world
ﬁglt_ﬂ-

For some, tikknn olam mesns restoring the world through social action. For
others, tikkun olam manifests most clearly in a warm smile shared on 2 cold night.
Through tikkum alam and an imderstanding of the unity of all creation, numan he-
ings can create a betier home for all beings, Susskind says.

“Tikkun olam mezns making the world 3 better home, for ourselves, for others
and even for God,” Susskind says. “We can do this thronzgh philanthropy, charita-
ble acts, extending a hand, sharnng a kindness. If scomeone’s oot feeling well, smil-
ing o offering a kind word can be 50 bealing. Without a doubt, who I am today
as a father, a person, a sponse and a teacher, literally has been built on singmlar
comments from parents, friends, teachers and others who ok the mme to care.”™
A duty to help

Every individual and each branch of Tudaizm has a slighthy different perspec-
fve on tiklkum olam bat for all — be they Beconstmictionist, Reform, Conserva-
twe or Orthodor — domg zood for others deeply matters_ It's a duty, one of the
§13 mitzvet, or obligatons, for
leading a fulfilling lifs.

“Each one of us can do some-
thing o belp n this world,” says
Tackson. “We can't solve every-
thing, but we can help. It doesn’t
matier how vou help, as lonz as
you do something to beal the hurt
in the heart of the world.™

of kindness. or gemihit hasadim
mdmmsmegwﬂ
charitably, or edaksh_ a Liftle
bit more light — long ago shat-
tered and scattered — retumms to

MEETING NEEDS: Folunteers from Azhe-
ville 5 Congregation Beth Halephila prepare
and rerve Bunch for up to 100 homeless vais

the shining beauty of the Lord, avary monith af the Feterans "Restoranion

Susskind says. Cuarters, a program of Asheville Buncombe
“So many times, we ourselves ~ Commmunify Christian Ministry. FPhoto cour-

don't even know when a simple,  fesy gf Congregation Beth HaTephila

kind gesture can be completely

life-changing. When we speak, we don't gquite realize the effect it can have,™ Suss-
kind zxys. “Sometimes 3 mesning we never intended can leave 8 person e, or
something kind can make snother person feel so much better, far out of proportion
of what we intended, and it works in both directions.™

The desp-rooted commitment to tikkun olam exists &t the core of religion, savs
Sam Hansfather, bead of the Lotte Meyerson Tikkun Olam Conummittes at Congre-
zation Beth HaTephila, a Beform congregation in Asheville. Making a difference
to others, to the comnmnity and to the world becoanes ceafral to dadily life.

“Being raised Jewish, tikkun olam is something built info you becanse so many of
the stories and holidays emphasize that we were once slaves in Egyvpt,” Hausfa-
ther says. “It's our responsibility to work for 2 better world 50 other people don't
experience that stugele.™

Spcial justice and shanmg kindness

Ag Tarkson says, tkkon olam is both fundraising and friend-raising alike.

“Ar Arudas Israel, we donate o mawy nonprofits, inchding Boys & Girls Chakb,
the Hunger Cozlitton and many others.” Jackson says. “We choose different orga-
nizztions each month for Mitreah of the Month, determining what the organiza-
tion needs and bow we can help. We also fiund the Interfaith A csistance hfindisiry.™
Beth HaTephila intetprets fikkun olam as doing acts of social justice, Hausfather
says, through supporing commanites in peed and advocating for issnes. Groups
from the congregation woluntesr monthly at MANNA FoodBank, provide meals

SH.{RE'.?EHELIEHT Lay leader Pari Gordon, second from Teft, leads the an-
nul womnen & Shabbat service at the Mountam Symapropue i Franklin, fanked

et farr lgft By Earen Eatz, Hghting the temple Shabbar candle, and meluding past
Prezsident Glenda Greevonan, fourth from lgft. The women-lad event can be saeen
as broadly fulfilling the mim qf fikhin olam. Phote by Joel Edelson

=t the Veterans' Festorston Chaarters {3 proeram of Acheville Buncombe Com-
oty Christian Ministry’) and read to preschoolers at local Head Start classes.
They alzo work with the sanctuary movement to provide assistance on nmisrs-
tion issues and to give direct support to families. Many synagomes and churches,
too, work with Homewrard Bound's Foom o the Inn, which provides housing for
homeless women in Acheville.

Sometmes, tikkun olam revoles around special bolidays.

“Ca Yom Eippur, we have a fast day, so we all donate the food we would have
eaten that day instead,” Jackson says. “On this one day in the past year, oar 160
congreganis at Apudas Ismael donated 1,500 pounds of food.™

Om the first might of Hanukkah this month, The Chabad House of Asheville
hosted a ribbon~cutting and grand opening of the Chabad House on McDowell
Strest, which offers a new place of belonging for the Jewish comnmmnity. Tikkon
olam helps the whole world feel like a better place to belong, Susckind says.

“In a way, the home in our hearts becomes a portable sancmary within ns, within
e hearts of each one of us and part of who we are,” Susskind offers.

Mountain Synagogue in Franklin provides 3 home for a Holocaust Torah, a
reasure saved from ashes and despair Tikkum olam there inchides a mitzvah day,
when comrmmity members gather to serve others.

“Hate is taught, so if we can leam not to teach hate, bt to share kindness, then
it's a lesson learned.” Edelson says. “We abways embrace new people snd help
Oy WAy We {an.”

Eresa Eay, a playwright who ines m Western North Caroling, can be reached at
Eezakay com. For tickets to her play about Rebecca Boone, contact the Orchard
af wws.alrapazsorchard. com, 528 783 053], or White Horse Black Mountain, af
wwn whitshorseblockmountain.com, 818 869 0816

s | ‘
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We Love To See You Smile!

Alweays Accepting Mew Patlents - Insuramce Flled For You

Monday - Thursday B-5 .
= = B - e

Friday 8-2
(828)433-1223
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

www. bremews . com
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Evammchuwh

The Grace of God
Bwv Fev Jobhn MoCoury
foan Mountain, Temessee

This month we will leok at Tames(2:5-T) The emphasis
here 1z on God's choosing and this mvelvas the grace of
Grod. I salvamon ware on the basic of merdt, it would not be
by grace. Grace implies God's sovereizo choice of those who
cannat eamm and do oot deserve His salvaton (Eph 1:4-7 and

2:8-100. God saves us completely on the basis of the work of
Christ oa the cross and oot because of anvihing that we are or have.

Grod 1geores national differences (Acts 10:534). The Jewish believers were
shocked when Peter went to the Gentle household of Comelins, preachad to the
Gennles, and even ate with them The topic of the Srst chuoch council was, “hdust
& raprile becote A Jaw to become a Christan™ (Acts 15) The apswer the Holv
Spirtt gave them was, “Io!" In the sight of God. thers is no difference berween
Tew and Genrle whep it cones o condemnation (Fom, 2:8-16) or salvaton
(Foom 10 1-133

Crod also ignores social diffsrepces. Masters and slawves (Epl 697 and rich and
poor are alike to Him, JTames t2achkes ws that the grace of God makes the nch man
poor, Becanss he cannot depend oo his weslth; aud it makes the poor man ich
because e inhertts the riches of grace m Chaist, (Feview James 1:8-11.) “The
Lord Maketh poor, and maketh rich; He bringesh low, and [[feth up. Ralseth up
the poor out gf the duss, and [fterh wp the beggar jfrom the ahnghali, fo ser them
Princes, and fo make thew fnherit the throne of glory (1 Sam. 2:7.8a)"; From the
bman point of view, God chopses the poor mstead of the rich. “For ve see your
caliing, brethren, how that not mary wise man qiter the brethren, how thar net
many wise men giter the fesh, nof mawy mighty not many noble, are called: but
o hath choson the foolish things of the world fo covpfound the wize, and God
hath chozen the weak things of the world to confound rthe things which ame mighty
(1Carl-28-2T)The poor gf thiz world become rich t fiith, a5 zons of God, they
tvhars The wealth of the kngdom It is pessible Th be poor in this world and rich
i the maxt, o rich in this world and poor in the next (1 Tim. 6:17-18}". Or, you
could be poor both in this world aod the next, or fch o this world apd the next
It all depeads on what vou do with Christ and the meatenal waalth He has given.
Grod promuises the kingdom to “those that love Him™ (Tames 2-3), oot to those whe
love this world and its iches. Tanes gave a stem rebuke o verses § and 7.7 When
you despize the poor man vou arg behaving like the unzaved rich peopie " In that
dary. it was exsv for rich persons to explodt the poor, mfinence decizsions ar courr,
and maka themselves: richer. Unfortunarely, we have the szme zins beme commiz-
ted today; and thess sins blaspheme the very pame of Christ Chaor Lord who was
poor, and He too was the victim of infustice parpetrated by wealthy laaders of His
day.

The doctrine of God s zrace, i we really believe it, forces us to relate to p=ople
aa the basis of God's plan and vot oo the basis of buanan mertt or social stats.
“A class charch” i3 not 3 cnach that magpifies the grace of God. When He died,
Jesus broke down the wall that separated Jews and Gentile (Eph. 2:11-2I) Burio
His birth and life, Jesus broke down the walls between rich and poor, vomz and
old. edwcared and wmeducared. It is wrong for ws 1o build those walls again; we
cannot relbrild them if we balisve m the grace of God

Jorn MeCoury iz pastor gf Evergreen church i Roan Mountarn, Tennessae and
aizo chapiam af Roan Highiands Nursing Canier

MNow the God of hope Sl you with all foy and peace in believing, thar ye sy
abound in hepe, through the power of the Holy Ghost. - Bomans 15:13

Walnut Grove Church

Take Him Qut and Stone Him
By Kurt Bomar
Avery County

Diene 11:-18 "If someone har a stubborn and rebalilious
zon who dog: net obey his father and mother and wili not
listen fo thewy when they dizcipling Rom, 19 his father and
mather shall fake hold gf Rim and bring kim fo the elders
ai the gate g his fown. 20 They shall zay o the elders,
“This zon qf ours i stubborn and rebellious. He will noi
obey us. He 15 q glutten and a drekard. " 21 Then all the men of iz fown are fo
sione Rim fo death. Tou must purge the el frome amiong vou AiT Trae! will fear
af i and be qihaid. ™

There ara 3 lot of diffionlt passages in the OT that are thrown in the Chrisman’s
fare a3z being inconsistent with & loving God. This is ppe of them. [ hope o shad
Light oo this paszage ag well 23 others later this yvear becanse 2 Tim. 3:16 tells ws:

AN Serprure 15 God-bresthed and is wsafnl for tsacking, rebuking comrecting
and maining in rghreonsness,

And I Pet 3:15 says:

“Ahwmis be prepared fo ghve an answer o @vervend who asks you fo ghoe tha
reazon for the hope that vou have. Buf do this with gentleness aed respect, ™

Soowhy was this drastc acticn taken over 2 rebellious son, and why did all the
men of the comumnity (many of whom may have liked the voung man) have to
havea his blood on their hands too? I think for several rezsons.

First, for proper monvaion. The pain thar would have followed such & drasoc
action wonld certamby make the men resolved, as they walked back to their tenrs,
o do whatever it ook to make sure their pwn sons dido’t follow the same path of
rebellion and receive the same fare.

Sacond, avalnation If T were ope of thosa men, T'm sure T would thivk back cn
what T kpew of the young man and wonder “conld I have dens something in his
Life to fam him around when T had the chance?”

And third, Proclamation. The stonmeg proclaimeed that rebellion was oeither 3
“srage” por an insvitable part of srowing up. It was sioply wot oo be wolecaed

If it sl seemis too harsh, remember that when God starts a new work it is vi-
tally important that peopls realize that be 15 “deadly” serious about whar His stan-
dards are. Hers 2 new nation was being birthed and they would be the standard for
the whole waorld 1o follow. Therefore, they nust start our pure. Femember when
another new work was starmed, the Chuoch, Anarias apd Sapphira, who lied to the
Holy Spirt weare alzo supemanoally killed ow the spot. (Acts )

So, whart is different today? Paul tells us that the punishment for rebellion 1z
alwaws death (Flom 3:23)

But becanse another son, the perfect son bersma sin and ook my place on the
cross—I am forgiven completaly. The standard for sin kasn't changed, but Chrast
has paid the price and for that we should be eterpally zrateful

Inspired by A Pillar by Day, Jon Courson p.392.

Salah (think about is)

Font Bowear is pasior of Walnut Grove Church

Happy New Year 2019

iller

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

A{ Erie
g INnsurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

warw brenews_ com
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Never Easy
Bv Carolyn Dots
Mirchell Cownn

While grief is naver easy, this is the mme of vear when
grief becomes almost itopossibly difficult The holidays
sesrn to intensify the sense of loas, whick is often dus fo
heishtered expectations that often accompany specizl
days. The empty place at the diveer talle, the zifis that are
oo longer prochased. the altered or sbandoned wadidoas all conmibute o a feeling
of depression. [n spite of the spint of excitement, brizht kolidsy decorztions, and
ardcipaion of the biz day, those in gnef stuggle o be presenr and to paricipate,
and often pretend by puing oo 3 mask o disguise the grief In last moadh’s is-
sue I wrote about Griefihare whick is 3 mumesty of Westem Caroliva Chorch in
Spmca Pree. Swrviving the Holidays and Loss of A Spouse are both desigwed 1o
address some of these feelings. Each iz a single 2-hour presenmmion

Since then with machk praver, consideration and counsal, T feel the Dord is
leadmg our tesm o start up GriefShare again. Loss of A sponze will be offared by
Western Carpling Choarch on Thorsday, Tammary 17 ar §:00pm in the charch wing.
Participants will wiew the video presentation, followed by discussicn for those
who desire. Wiile sharng is eacouraged, it is not raquired, so just listening {s an
opton. A take-home joumal is available for each person amending. Thare is no
ckarze o attand, and light refreshments will be served. For additional information
ar o BSVE please contact Carclyn Dotts at the chirch office B28-T65-4633 or
828-467-1433, This seminar is open to everyone, whather or not vou bave losta
sponse. While FEVE is sugzestad, it 15 not necessary in order to amend, o plaasa
JOIL 115

Carafyn Dot makes her home in Ledger and 15 a teacher gf Exceprional Chil-
drert af Greender Primary School She is g widow with two sons and fhe srand-
cirifdren. She i1 a member gf Wasrern Careling Church in Spruce Fine.

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
atfect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson

Billy Graham Answers:

Q:
Did pecple o Biblical tmes celebrate Mew Year's Day, like we do now?T O s it
only a koliday thar deesn't bave aoy religious siznificance, but just celebrates the
begmning of another year?

A

Evary vear. (zod's peopls in Old Testamenr munes celebrated the end of the
old year and the beginning of the new ane (juwst a5 peopls of Jewizh hertage do
today). Their calendar was somewhar different fom ours, and this celebration
always ocovared In the fall.

For most people today, Mew Year's probably has lifle relizgions significance; it
cnly marks the begitming of another year. However, people in Bible times saw the
and of one year and the beginning of another very differently, For thewn, it marked
the end of the ananz] kamvest apd remdnded them of God's zoodaess to them In
fact, thev celebrared owe of their major awal festvals then, seming aside rime to
thavk Grod for His kindness and mercy (see Levinons 23:18).

What will the end of thiz vear and the beginning of the new one mean to vou?
Will wom celebrate it 25 so many do, not even thinking about God or how He
wanss them o lve? Orwill you pavse to look back ower the past year, thanking
God for Hiz gopdeess, and seeking His forgiveness for the ways vou failad?
Mot of all, will vou pause apd conumir the coming year — and your whele life —
1o Jesus Chorist? Only God knows whar the fumure bolds, either for us &5 mdivida-
als or for our world. But when we knew Chrdst, we kvow we belong to Hoo, and
we are securaly in His kands forever. Let the Psalnust's words be your gnide:
“Commit your way fo the Lord, frust i km™ (Psalm 37:5).

Find peace with God today.

"our only nonprofit, ecal, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road; Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronnleg@hospiceofyancey.org

www brenaws com
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Richmond Community Euﬂsgs Sign
2+2 Articulation Agreement For
Human Services Program Students
By Nina Mastandres

Avary Coundy

BANWER ELE W.C. — In a recent arficulstion
agreament between the two institntions, Richmond

Commnnity College human services techoology pro-
gram sdents will mow be able to seamlesshy eam their

bachelor’s degres online ar Lees-McRae Collage. B
The mansfer student agreement allows Fichmond Conpoumity Colleme siudents
who have completed their Asspciate of Applied Ars degres in uman services
technolpgy to transfer into the homan services program at Lees-McFae and eam
their Bachslor of Arts and Applied Science (B.A A 5) with sase.
Transferrmg with 65 o 6§ cradits folfills the zeneral education core currion-
humn in the Leas-hcPse online program. Complsting the core cuorculum allows

incoming smdents to focus on the corses needed for their bumean services degree.

“Thanks to the cutstanding education a student receives at Richmond Comomon-
nity College, we know that stodents are well-prepared to complete 2 mzorons un-
dergraduste degree through Lees-McBae College ™ Provost and Dean of Faculty
Todd Lidh said. “We are proud fo parmer with Fichmond CC and be a part of a
student’s journey to A career of o advancement in the human services feld ™
Human services-related job prowth is expected to be more than 13 percent
throngh 2024, according to the Burean of Labor Statstics. Jobs in the buman
services fisld can be foumd in mental health, child care, family services. spcial

“This caresr field is vital to a carmg and helpful society, and I am zlad we can
contribute fo the preparation of currewt and foture professionals here in Mot
Caroling and beyond ™ Lidh added

Firhmond Commmity College, located in Hamlet, Morth Carolina, offers
educations] opportunities, cultural enrichment, and workforce development and
iraining that enhances the quality of students’ lives and supports economic devel-
opment in Riclmiond and Scodand counties, according to the RCC website.

Hestled in the Blue Ridze Mountaing of western Morth Caroling, Lees-5McHae
Collage iz a private, four-year college offering diverse baccalaureats and graduate
degrees, strong athletc prosrams and owtstanding faculty. Field-specific career
preparation and hands-on leaming enhance the broad core cumicubhum. For more
information, please visit warer e edn or call 828 808 5241.

Ning Maztandrea iz the condent manager of Lees-McRae College

Noow faith iz the substawce of things hoped for, the evidence of things nof seen.
Hebrews 11:1

-uu . .‘!

Hold Dental Bus Clinic In Spruce Pine

By PFev. Duon Ford
Mutchall County

The MMedical Trental Bus MMinisiry of the Morth Carolma Baptist
bden began in 1989 to assist with the physical and spirimal needs
of residents across our state. Morth Caroling Baptists oo Bission
offer the nse of the mobile medical/‘dental nnits o charches and service organiza-
tions within MC to assist people without insurance. the elderly, minority gronps
and more.

Om Samrday, Decembar 1, 2018, Spruce Pine First Baptist Church hosted a
denral climic in Mitchell Coumty. Liberty Hill Baptist Clnarch prepared bresk-
fast while SPFBC provided hmch for thoss in amendance. Owver 30 ndividoals
inchading dentists, by gienists, marses, interpretars, coumsellors and other assistants
volunteered their services and time for dental screenimgs. The biitchell Baptist
Asspriation sponsored the clinic covering costs for patient materials, dental bus
mileage and driver lodging.

There are currently two
orth Carolina. The newest

only a few months ago. Each
dental exam roome. Treat-
ments inclnde restorations
{Elings} and exmraciions. A
third unit was recently retired
after 20 of i NCEM Dental Bus at SPFEC

permanently located in Muophy, WC to serve as 3 stationary clinic for the 5 most
Western MC Counties.

Many thanks mo the chuorches and vohinteers who helped o serve 34 patients
ar the hitchell Connty clinic. A big “thank yon” to Dr. Taylor Townsend, Dir.
Charlie Mash Dis. Evle and Febeksh Duncan and their sfaff who made the clinic
such a success!

Rov Don Ford, Clinic Coondingfor Don Ford has served God az a mimisier for
aver 40 years. He and kis wife Deborak [he in Spruce Pine and have one daugh-
ter who fhes i Atlanta, G4

Out of town? You can still check out our new
Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Get $2,000
towards upgrades

on any new Prefabulous® home
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828-433-8455

1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
www.claytonmorganton.com
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Decision Magazine

Christ, the Ark of Sa
I':nusaage fr:nn E'I“;Et?ihim
By Billy Graham

History records for all to see that nations kave been de-
sttoyed not by enemdiss from without, but by the deterioration
that is evidenced by immorality, dishonesty, zreed and pride
from within.

Appareatly, some of us living today have come to the point where we do not
know where Christianity stops and where modemn society begins. The good lLife
has become inseparable from the mardnmm possible connumption of things.

We even have a nmddled conception of Chnistianity, We accept a relizion in
zenersl presided over by a God in general with extremely hary idess about what
it all means But since this seems o be the popular view. we are quite nndisturhed
ahout it and flit shout in our little orbits, blissfully umaware of the frightening
fragedy ocourring.

The Bible many times wams that toward the end of history as we know it, there
will be a retum to pre-focd condittons of gross sin and wickedness, The Scrpture
53y3 concerning the people of Moah's day, “Ther the Lowrd saw that the wickedness
af man wazr greal in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts gf kis heart
was anly @il confinually ™ (Genesis §5).

Christ referred fo this condition in Matthew 24 when He said, “As the days
af Noah ware, so alre will the coming qf the Son of Man be. For az in the days
bgfore the flood, thay were eatmg and drinking, marrying and giving in MEmiage,
undl the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not row until the flood came
amid took them all mway, 20 alzo will the commg gf the Son of Man be ™ (Matthew
24:37-39).

A the great Day of Todgment draws ever nearer, we see these very things hap-
pening about us. It would seem that we were reading from an article in 3 modern
magazine a5 we read Paul's word to Timothy, “But beow this, that in the last
diays perilows fimas will come: For man will be lovers gf themzehves, lovers gf
money, boasters, proud, Mazphemers, disobedient fo parents, unthankful, unholy,
urlovimg, wfarginvine, slanderars, without self-contmel, bridal, despizers gf sood,
fraitors, headstrong, haughiy, lovers gf pleazure rather than lovers af God, having
a form of podiiness but denying itz power: And from such pepple nom away!™ (2
Timeptiny 3:1-5).

This certainly leaves no room for dowbt as to what the world is poing to be like
Just before the climactic event that will ring the curtain down on history.

Many people are asking—are we living in the closing days? I do not know, The
closing days of history may be & hondred years or a thowsand years from noar. Bt
there are many indications that we are now Living in the closing pericd of history,
and we are warned from the Scrptures that we are to repent and retarmn o Chrdst
as that day draws nearer.

All ancient civilizations kave gone down to destruction through sin. Fome
went oo a gipantic spree toward the end of ber history—just as the world has been
doing now for the past several years. Wero committed snicide in &8 A.D; Roone’s
overthrow came more than 400 years later. One moment, atmuﬁlummpumu
power was within Fome’s grasp; and the next, desouction

The world today is beading the came way. Inmerality and nncleanness ac-
cupisd the minds of Foman rulers and of antsdilnvians. So today, we see a world
saturated with sexmal sins in places high and low.

A fewr years ago. the sensihilities of intellizent clean-minded citizens wrere
shocked and startled. Mow familianity has bred a measure of contempt. Protests
are of no avail, and they are igpored by those who have deliberately chosen the
way of sin and death.

The days of Woah are retaming to the earth, and a catastrophe as great and
termible awaits those who refiise to enter into the ark of salvation, which is Jesus
Christ.

HNosah found grace in the eyves of the Lord. Here was one of the great men of
all the ages. God’s chosen man, the one person who had remained troe fo God
amid a scoffing, sin-stricken world. One by one, Moah's friends and relatives whao
believed in God died before the flond came.

The carpenters who halped him buwild the ark were themssbves evenmally lost
This 15 8 warning to millions who belong to the charch teday. Yioa are helping to
bmild the church but have never really known Christ as Lord and Savior We are
reminded of the words of our Lord when He warned that there would be those m
the latter day crying out, “Magy will zay o Me i that day, Lowrd, Lord, have we
nod prophesied in Four name, cast ont demeons in Your name, and done mary won-
diers in Your mame? " And then Twill declare fo them, T never Emvew you, depart
Jrome M, you who practice lowilessness! "™ (Ddatthew 7:22-23).

There are thousands of people today who think they are saved, who have a false
nofion that they can be a Christian and bive sy way they like. In their manner of
living, they are mdistinguichable from the world. It is true thet they armend chuarch
with some regularity and do many good works, but they are not restmg in the
blood of Jesus Christ for their salvation, and they are not doing the works of faith
that are required as an evidence of one's relationship with God.

The Bible says thers will come a day when we shall call npon God, tat He
will not answer There will come a day when we will seek God, but we will not
find Him The Bible teaches that we will have had our chance. The Bible warns
against bardening our hearts azzinst God. The Bible wamed the people of Moah's
day, My Spirir shall mot strive with s foraneer " (Genesis 6:3). You cannot come
o Jesus Christ unless the Spint of God brings vou, and untess you vield to the
prompting and urging of the Holy Spirit. 1 beg of you o come to Christ whilas
there is vet ime.

Crutside the sk, men and women were struggling for their lives, chatching at
pieces of driftwood until the pitiless hand of death reached up and drew them
down beneath those crael and relentless waves. All were lost. There was not one
sonl putside the ark who did not perish. They had had their chance bt tossed it

away. There were himdreds that day who were close to the ark and yet bonst
This fearful scene from the Bible is a prototype. 3 shadow of that day of juds-
ment that lies before our world The Bible saws, “If i appoited for man fo die
orce, but giter this the judement” (Hebrews §:27).

The ark is a symbol of Jesus Christ. In this day, when the clouds of judzment
are beginning to gather, Christ is the refuze. You mast cross the thresheld and pass
into the ark Accept Christ now as your Savior befors it is too late.

Are you inT You may be close, but are you inside” The universal and terrible
storm is coming. The days of Moah may be so0n upon ns. Are you ready for the
Day of Tudsment?

Ewen if the world does not end i your Lifetime in a catachysmic judzment. the
myvoment you die will be the end of the world for yon The world that you Live in
will die with you. Are you ready for death? Are yvou ready for the judement that is
to come the moment v step oot into etermity?

History repeats itself. What happened thousands of years apo will happen azain
There is a possibility it conld happen in this century or even in this decads. How-
ever, while there is life. there is bope. The Spint of (zod is knocking farthifully at
the door If we repent, mend our ways and throw off our sins, we can yef be used
of God fo bring healing and belp to a dying cvilization

Let me ask vour—do you know Christ™ He is the only One who can redeem us.
But before He can come in, we nmst be broken, repentant and contrite. The Lord
will not despize a broken and a conirite heart. The Bible says that during Israel's
crists, God seught for 3 man who would stand in the gap, but He found none (see
Ezekis] 22:30). Will vou be one who will stand in the gap to stop the Socdiide of
evil that is delugmg the world?

Let Christ into your heart todsy. Voo can then be saved and be m=ide the ark.
The storm of judsment can break; bat it will never touch you, because you are in
Christ JTesus. And “There is thengfore now no condemnalion fo those who are in
Christ Jezus © (Fomans B:1). ©1960 BGEA

Unless otherwise noted, Scripnare verses are taken from the Holy Bible, Wew
Eing James Version.

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
ACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

EOLAL HOLSENT
OFFIRATUMITY

South of 1-40

3800 Sugar Hill Rd.
Marion, NC 28752

Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Reallor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy, YWhilsonReallyv.com | denniswas WhitsonRealty.com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Catawhba River Bapfist Associafion-The churches of CRBA are concemed with
fhe vast dmag sbuse present in Burke county and we want to belp by beginming

& Celebrate Becovery ministry. If God has put this type of harden on your hean
and you are willing fo balp ns begin and lead this ministry, please give us a call at
B825-437-0137. You may also contact Eobby at ramithi@crbenc org. Your help and
pravers are greatly apprecizied

Creat Hope Seventh Diay Advenfist Church The Forks over Enives movie will
be showm af the 01d Bock School's Waldensian Foom {downstairs) in Valdese
Tharsday, Tanuary 3, 7200 pm. This is a film that can sxve vour life! The film fes-
tures lesding experts on health that will have people talking for years. Do yonrssif
8 favor for the pew year and see this movie and mmvite others to come, oo, A love
offering will be taken to cover expense!

Reversing (& preventmg) Disbetes Classes will again be offered for § Moo-
days, Tammary 7 through Febmeary 11, &00 pm. Scentific evidence will be sharad
in & group setiing, along with healthy and tasty food samples. These classes are
woorth masch bt are offered free at the Great Hope Seventh-day Adventist Church
&t 2007 US Hary 70 in Drexel (across from the Foothills Thrift Store). Class size

is limited so please pre-register by calling Shammym at §38-334-(0@4.

Morganion Seventh-day Adventist-Burle Coanty-The Morganion Seventh-day
Adventist Church’s former Communnity Service Thrift Store iz RE-OPENING as
The Giving Heart Thrift Shop! Located at 402 East Main Streat in (Glen Alpma.
M.C. 2E628. The pew store will be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1000
am. to §:00 p.m. Like us on Facebook (mthegivingheartthrifishop

The Giving Heart Thrifi Shop will be offering zently used / brand new clothes
of all sizes znd for all ages! As well 25, fomiture snd small bome zoods!

CGod's Closet - Morganton FREE Shop Diay!

When: Sunday, Febmuary 3, 2012, from 2:00 pom. wmil 500 pm.
Where: Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church

2187 JTamestown Foad, Morganton BC. 28655

Town of Valdese—Movies at the Rock—The Chronicles of Marmia- the Lion The
Witch, and the Wardrobe Jamnary 11, at 7-00pm.

The "Ttalian Christian School for Pastors and Micsionaries SELTM™ in Torre
Pallice (Waldensian Valleys, Italy) organizes 3 second six-week mtensive lan-
Enzge course for beginners (ses attachment for more mformation). from Monday
18 Febmaary 2019 to Foday 29 March 2019

If you are in contact with or you Enow Missions engaged i Italy or Pastors
or Mizsionanies preparing to come to Ialy, we ask yvou the conrtesy to mam them
this email with its illustrative attachment: our school SELIM has sprung up just
to help these brothers to prepare ingustically themselves in the best pos=ible
way for their mizsion n our country (see also our Intemmet-paps: hitps:fTonmssi.
wizsite com'sorpenteim ). For this resson, the Missionaries and Pastors engazed
in Italy and their accompanying families benefit from a significant discount of
33% on the price of the couose! (And private missionares fiom poor conniTies n
the world can spply for scholarships!)

But our courses are ilso open to all those who have pleasure or need to leam
Ttalizn well and desist to do it amongz believers in an environment of faith. If you
Enow in your cODUTINETY Of AM0Ng youl acquaintances persons who like, as a be-
Zimmer, 3 six-week Intensive language course in fialy, in a Christian environment
and in a very interesting place of the history of faith (Tome Pellice, official "Ciny
of the Feformation” and capital of historic Waldensizn Valleys, 2 very friendly
small town i the quiet foothills of the Alps. with low rental prices for furnished
spartments) we grsvery gratefil if wou foraard this offer In all cases we wonld
be very grateful if you would make this offer known in your community.

We thamk yon for vour help!

McDoowvell Coundy

CarePariners: Want to make a difference. touch lives, and impact your com-
onmity” If so, several Violunteer opporimites are availzble in the following
positions! Administrative Office Voluntesr, PatientFamily Support Volhmteer,
Bereavement Support Voluntesr, We Honor Veterans Volunteer, Special Events
Vohmteer, and 3 newly added position, Pastoral Care Volontesr! For more indor-
mation shout these positions, please contact CareParmers Hospice and Palliative
Care McDowsll Voluntesr Services Department at E2E-652-1318 ext 303. You can
maks mn everlasting impact with just a few hours of your time 8 week! Call today
to leam more!

Cross Unifed AMethodist Clinrch-Mew Connmmity Cuiresch Benefits McDowell
Families with Children

Teens for Chnst B EA B Closet

{Baby Equipment and Resource Closet)

Beginning Wednesday, August 155, 2008 the youth group at Cross United Method-
ist Chuarch located at 85 West Cross Street in Marion will launch 5 new oumeach

bensfiting families with choldren The outreach will be open the 15t and
Jrd Wednesdays of the month 4:00 to 630 p.m. and the Ind and 4th Wednesdays
2:00 to 11:00 a m. For more mformation or if yon are interssted in volutser op-
portanities call (E28) 803-2700 or email TeensforChristBEAR closet{@yaboo. com.

Asheville Street Baptist Church is in nesd of a pianist. Please call Lynn Burnetie
atB2E-430-2421 for more information

First Baptist Morganton omrently bas 55 adolt choir robes that they wonld hke
to make available to another church, If wour chuarch is interested please contact
David Thayer (g E2E-437-2544 ext. 16.

First Bapiist of Maron- Belize Mission Trip Febreary 5-12, 2013 FBC s rels-
tionship with the Bapfists of Balize will confinue this winter by sending a mission
team to work in the westem region of the country. Ohar constmction crew will
confinns work on the Santa Elena Baptist Primary School, belping complate a sec-
ond story addition. The medical tesm will provide free medical clinics to under-
seTved comnmnities near the Guatemalan Border, where there is a large imumigrant
population Cror temm will stay in Santa Elena at the Agnada Hoel. The week will
end with two nights 3t San Pedro on the coast. Fonds to cover our minisry costs
zre already raised However, each team member provides their oam travel costs,
which is estimated at 51100 per person, covenng aifare. pround fransporiation,
lodzing, mnternationsl ravel ingurance T-shirt, and moest meals. For more da-
tziled informstion, prooootional fiyers are available pear the Chapel or see Scoft
Hagzman A minimom of 10 persons are needed to lannch fhis mission trip with

2 macanmnm number of 25 A valid passport is requited, which should not expire
within § moniths of avel. Regisration Fonm and 5100

Mitchell Connty

Bear Creek Baptist Church-Women's Prayer Breakfast Jan 11th B:00am at
DT s
Celebrate Becovery

This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program  giving hip and belp for men
women and families suffering from addiction. Any guestions contact Josh Wiseis
38500461

There will be 2 meeting every Thursday night with sommeone there to talk o

Alichell Couniy Baphist A=sociation Happy New Year -Baptist Mission Rally-
--Baptist ben Fegion 9, Toesdsy, February 19, 2019 Newbndge Baptist Chuoch
at 199 Elkwood Ave. Asheville, WC—2deal at 5:45 snd Program st 6:50
Aszsprianonal Mid-Year mesting on Febmary 25, 2019 at 7:00pm —First Baptist
Clarch in Spmce Pine, MC

Baptist Men's Diay 15 January 27, 2019 fo recopmize the saesome work the Ben
do in our churches.

Sanctity of Human Iife Sunday will be observed on Jannsry 20

Aitchell Connty Chamber-TaYa Village We are armouncing the Opening of
Ya¥a Village Conumercial Share Eitchen!

We've realized there's 2 gap that needs to be filled between the prodacton of
local food and their consumpton. That's why we started Ya¥a Village Conumner-
cial Shared Use Eixtchen so that we could provide a certified ares at a reasonable
cost for locals rying to sell their products. This way we sifve o belp community
enirepreneurs with their par-time business.

5o, if you have 3 product you want to market snd sell (ke jams jellies, baked
soods etc) or if you need a commencial kitchen for catering having 2 privats Pop
Up dirmer hosting & class or whatever yon're imaginng: we hope onr Shared [sa
Eitchen can provide you with 8 solution.

Ciome visit our space, pet an application and let us talk to see what 1= that you
have in mind!

We are also serving Luonch on Toesdsys and Thorsdays from 1200 pm to 2:00
pm

Sign up for 2019 A frer Hours!

Bumsiness After Hours are held to provide an oppormnity for Chamber members
to metwork while allowing the Member to sponsor & chance to address andfor
showcase their facilibes Business A fier Hours are held monthly to bi-monthiy,
mnd generally on a Toesday or Tharsdsy (umless other amangements are mads).
The Member sponsor and the Chamber representative will coordinste the event
After Hours begins at 4:30 pm. and ends at §:00 pm_ {(unless gther amranmements
are miads). Send}mnqmesunmmﬂmmnmﬂ:h}'mhngﬁﬂlyat
kjone ountychamber org.

2019 After Hours

January: David on the Comer, Bakersville, MO

Febmuany: OPEN

Wiarch: OFEN

April: OPEM

hiay: Loafer's Glory Rafiing and Tubing, Bakerswille, WC
Tune-November: OFEN

We do not have Afier Hours in December.

Boaok Sigmme with Jame DeVos!

Zet 3 glimpss inside Fanie DeVos" newest book that will lannch at the hlarket
on Oak Tanuary I2th  Janie will be at the RMarket on Osk from 11:00 3:m_ wntil
100 pm

'Hﬁmmﬂmiﬂzﬂ’aium}rwﬂlmﬁms.ﬂy day, it's 3 dazzling beacon
of industry; when the sumn poes down, neon signs flash and decadence reigns. As
Prohibition takes hold, speakeasies and illicit disnlleries spring np alongside lay-
ish mansions. Mothing can slow the influx of toumsts thirsty for strong liquor—or
guell the greed of those eaper to prowvide it

Canght between these two worlds, and reno very different men besuriful Liky
Smickland throws bersslf into re-building ber prandparents” Art Deco botel while
reveling in everything the city’'s nightlife has to offer 2 blonde-bombshall Sapper
When her shy, unsssuming zister is canght np in Miami's vicions mob undes-
world, Lily tums to the doctor she’s lowed for vears. But it may be up fo 3 young
pilot and former mnoonner to save her sister and salvaps the lepacy ber family

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

h== worked so hard o bodld"

Summer 2010 Workshops at Penltand!

Summer 2019 workshop descriptions are hera!

A few fon facts:

* We're offering 103 workshops this sunumer

* Scholarships sre available for all 103 workshops!

* Begisranion opens Jamary 15.

# Scholarship applications open January 1 and are due by Febrzary 18,

Tioa Fiver Ars locations will be closed the month of Tamiary o sweep, mop,
clean and give our spaces some sttenfion. We wonld love to have some exira help
on Jamary 5th af our Spruce Pime location and Jameary 12th at our Bumsville
location.

Interested in volontesring? Contact us at info/toerverarts org

Eoan Moontain Besolution Hilee-Roan Mountain is celebratimg the Mew Year
with 3 resoluticn to hike. Join Park Ranger Phil Hylen for 2 beautifinl 1.5-mile
moming ek up fo Favens Fock. Ravens Fock offers a beantiful winter overlook
of the park and moumtsin landscape. Hikers will start and end their adventure at
the Camperound Picnic Shelter 3 across foom the camper check-in station. There
will alzo be a wanm fire to greet partcipants along with bot chocolate and coffes
on the fronr and tail end of the lnke This is 2 free event, but we request that you
sign up on this page by clicking the registration link to help ws have 3 count of our

Bavens Fock is 0.9 miles in distance with steep ascents and declines making
this 3 moderate to strenmons difficulty hike Be sure to wear good hiking shoss
meant for rocky and rooty fermain. The 0.6 mile distance is added fom the walk to
and fromn the trail head Be sure to dress in Layers for the weather and bring water
for the hike A camera is recommended for the overlook views. Happy Mew Year!

Eun For Holland-I kave exciting news that I couldn't wait to share! Afier 5 years
of being organized Fan For Holland kas finally received it's 301(c)(3) stams.
This means that we are recognized by the IRS as tax exempt and that we can give
donors tax deductions when they make charitable gifts. The ability w spply for
grants and other public or private allpcations available only to [B.S-recognized,
S01{cW3) orpanizations.

With that being said, I want to 3sk yon all to consider domating to Foon For Hol-
land as 2018 comes to a close. To date, we kave besn sble to give ower £33,000 in
grants to the loczl disabled conmmmity and bope that being "official” will allow
ns to do even more in the years to come. Fun For Holland staried with a seall
vision o halp the local dizsbled commmumity through awareness, whatever that
meant. Because of people like you it has grown into 3 Won-Profit crganization
that is reaching thousands of people per year through awareness, education, and
fimancizl suppert

Can vou help ws grow our bodzet for 20197
BS regisration is open so feel free o sign up for the 2019 race on Samorday Bday
13th 2019,

Tipton Hill Commumity Foundation (Tipton Hill} — Conniry Breskfast the first
Saturday each month, 730 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Church across from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for bomemade sansage, scrambled eggs, gravy, jelliss,

juice and coffes. Eat in or take-out, all funds support the Tipton Hill Comnnmity
Foundation.

Comprebensive Transportation Flan-MMitchell County, the towns of Bakersville
and Sprace Pine, the High Conntry Rural Planning Organization (HCRPO), and
the Month Carolina Depariment of Transportation — Transportation

Planmimg Division (MCTDHOT TPLY) are working together to develop a Comprehen-
sive Transportation Plan (CTE) that will identify transportation needs and long-
term soluwtions for the next 25 to 30 years. The stody inclades shtemative modes of
frapsportation (bicycle, pedesirian, and poblic fransportation).

The public is encourzzad to provide feedback for the Mitchell Coumnty CTP by
taking an online survey at the link below. The deadline to take the survey is No-
venrher Oth.

Hazrd copies of the survey are available at

-Mirchell County Administration building

-Bakersville Medical Climic

-Bakersvilke Medical Clinic/Spmce Pme

-Mirchell Coumty Chamber of Commerce

-Mitchell Coumty Transporation Anthority

~Nfusevmn of BIC Minerals

You may remm the survey to Bakersville Medical Climic (BEVL or 5P Office) ar

Yancey County

ASAP- Jom ASAP on Febmary 23 for onr 16th anomal conference hosted at the
AR Tech Conference Center in Asheville, WIC. This one-day business and market-
ing conference provides begimming snd established fammers tools fo grow their
farm businesses. The conference inchades workshops led by experienced famners
end agnicniural professionsls. 3 Grower-Buyer MMesting one-to-one consulting,
exthibitor kall. a new farmers market manager rack, and mach more. Leam more
about the 2019 Business of Farming Confarence.

Want to prormots your business to locsl fanners? Consider sponsoring or
exhibiting at the conference! It is 3 unigque opportuity to reach fanmers who are
seaking rescurces to grow their famm busmesses. Contact Bobin Lenner for maore

Smest Mimisty in Bumsville —Hallo, I'm Foc Fobinson 3 local Christian Bsp-
per’ Street Minister out of Bomsville WC. T kave had my mimistry going since
2015 and now working oo my 3rd albnm. By minisry host events io raise money
for different local noaprofits and fo share testimony. I also go aroumd fo thesa
different churches and share testimony/perfomm for free or a love offering. T have
done shows at Higgins, Mount Pleassmt, Griffith Chapel, and 3 at the Bumsville
town center. My mmsic is produced by Fyan Anglin at The Bridze Church there
in Spruce Fine. I am looking to expand my testimony of hope thon Christ to oar
naighborme coumbes then states. I'm letiing. If yon would like to talk more aboat
my minisiry snd sim m our oIty you Can contact me on my csll or email
I'm giwing you 2 link to my first Christisn Fap Tracks Callad "Vision" thank=s and
Zod Bless Y all!

Alrichell Yancey Substance Abuse —5Stay Alert!

Mayland Communmity College —Contact Allen for Yanuary Info.
Allen Cook

Director, Mayland Small Business Cenfer

Maylmd Commmmity College

(E2E) 766-1205

acookigmayland edu

As part of our spreading “Good
News”, we have provided these pages
for information for your organiza-
tion or church that would be of inter-
est to the public. I send out remind-
ers in a group email to remind those
of you who have requested it, or used
this service regularly. If you wish to
be added to the email please email me
at barbarah@brcnews.com. One of
the things any of you using this service
needs to remember is that we publish
only once a month and the info has to
be submitted a month ahead. When
sending info please send to my email:
barbarah@brcnews.com.

A great way to get your meeting
dates, events, and other info to the
public.

warw. brenews com
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Tim's Treasures
The Old Coat

By Timvothy W, Tron
Burke Coumty

Todey, in sn effort to keep my current wardrobe from
becoming too wom from work on the Retrest, I dug
through some of the tundies of items tucked away in
storage, landing upon ooy ¢ld farm coat. My hand reached
inio the well-wom pockets of yesteryear landing upon an
odd fesling shape. Femeving the metal objects, the curi-
ons figure of T-post wire wrappings came into view. The
edges of the coat had frayed, the cuffs torn in places where
the barbed wire so often would catch. Many mights, out in the freezing cold, or
daytime blistering sunumwer beat, invariably a tvee would fall across a fence, and i
immediate Tepair would be required. The jacket had been nry comfort from those
bone-chilling nights.

Cartle always had a sense of findinzg a “hole™ in the fence line Anytime the
call came in, “Youn've ot cows out,” the dagzer would hit horme and the job of
fmding the livestock, getting them back in, and then repaining the breach m the
wire would bezin Each time the swedety of fighting time fearing the loss of one's
lvelibood fromm the possibility of an animal getting lart or kilked by a car always
pressed in upon me. In all, it was not something that I missed of my former life.
Wet, it was those times of dread, those mibnlations that produoced the character of
who I am today. Enowing that those things that onoe created tummoil today pro-
vide me contentment in the darkest of times. In 2 manner of speaking. I fear kess
of wihat 15 to come than I ooce did knowing from whence I came,

When the seemingly impossible task looms abead, do we cringe in fear or do
wa, a5 50 often referenced to in the Bible, gird up our loins, with faith sz oor
shield amd boldby march foreeard into the fray? Would we find ourselves. as the
Apostle Paul, reflecting back on our lives and finding contentmient in all; all being
our deepest lows, and our highest peaks?

“Nof that I speak in rezpect gfwant: for I hove learmed in whaiseever state I
am, therewith fo be content. I know how to be abazed, and I know how fo abound,
everywhere and in all things, I am instrected both to be full and to be hungry, Both
fo b and ro syffer need ”-Phil . 4:11-12

Pastor Joe's senmon today spoke to the wery thing that I had foumd nyself Lack-
ing; confennnent.

The past four vears, simrce beginning my joumney n Christ, there has not been
one day where I have not been challenged: often bevond what I thought possible.
To cower the entite length of time and the events therein would take more than a
couple pages of mamyscripe. But to summarize, it beran with moving an entire
farm of 20+ years and sellmg 3 honse with land. To add to the complexity, since
(rod never makes anything easier than we expect, my leaming curve for becom-
ing the Dhrector of the Trail of Faith only compound=d the level of stress, as many
would call it Looking back, it was the moment when we Literally stood on that far
distant shore and began our journey across; our Biver of Jordan, if you will.

To Imagine the inwnensity of it all, simply consider what it would take to
uproot vour family, famm, and life and leave the world you cnce knew behind o
cross that proverbial nver to a new life where nothing was certain As if blindad.
like Saul, and then having one’s eyes reopened, our life bepan anew in 3 sirange
world, in a foreien toam in 8 jolb that was anything but sinple. Thronash it all, the
ever-present thought was with me “If it is God’s will, then it shall be done.™ The
peace of mingd that simple saying that bronght was the saving srace that kepe noy
life sana. In all the staggles, m all the blood, sweat, and back-breaking days of
labor to make it happen, my heart was abways content to be doing, “The Will of
Gad ™

Again o rewind and revisit that entire stretch of time would require 3 story
worthy of another novel; perhaps in time. Yet, one of the highlizhts, or challenges.
if you will, that signified all that was yef to come was the final night of working
with my previous employer, Genband For the last two weeks, [ had reguested
fo work remotely. Happy to kesp me on as long as possible, and because I had a
fantastic Director, they approved my offer. Froon nov perspectve, it was purely
selfich in the fact that we needed the exira meome since T had left that previons
lifie, and as snch, there was no severance package When you leave, you leave it
all Wow it wasmn't simply working remately that made those tao weeks a chal-
lengs: rather, it wras also the fact that at the same dmes T was working days in my
new positnon =t the Trail of Faith, I was working nights with Genband. The leam-
ing curve at the Trail was npmach more than kad been anticipated. To compoumd the
issue, ory new employer at the Trail kad literally dismissed all the former offica
help, s that in addition to ooy new robe as Director, I was now left learning how
o mun the books and manage the office, which had previously besn done by mwo
separate individuals, on my own. Mind youn, this is not 3 complaint, rather a reflac-
fron of the difficulty presented m those last few days of working two jobs, bat
more techmically, four roles to be exact. Throngzh it all, I remained content that this
was God’s will

When the last week of the final tao-week period amived, as youn mizht imagine
I was physically nummimg on fimmies. T add to the level of pain, Tlad karely four
hours sleep in the last three days. My spiritnal life kad become ablazes with all that
was possible. It felt as if there was oo night in the day, m that every waking mo-
ment something Crodly was transpinng. 5o, when I prepared for ooy last might of
wiork with Genband as the Emerzency Becover (ER) Managzer, I literally planned
o simiply log in, receive the customary hand-offs and then let my team man with it
as [ dozed off and on through the mght.

Before logging in that night, I went o the altar of a nearby charch and prayed.
In that prayer, I asked God for swength and poidance, to help me make it through
the might and beyond. The next day at the Trail I kad two tours booked, and there
was nobody to lead them but me. In other words, I nesded all the belp I could get.
As Grod would have it easy was not i the plan

In EF. we supponted equipment
oot cnly made by Genband bt
nearly everything that had once
been made by our previous owmner,
Mortel. This meant thousands of
pieces of equiprment aronnd the
world would kave their support zo
through my team who were located
in the Fessarch Trangle Park
(ETE), MC; 24x7x365. Yes, we sup-
ported the world.

About a0 hour after our cosom-
ary start, one of my enginesrs
amnonced that be heard the smoke
alarm poing off Af first, I thought
he was joking. Soon others came
back acknowledzing that be was
oot joking. Enowing that our ER
Teams rarely adhered to the alarms,
they kept on working. Mot long af-
ter, security came through and told
eVETyDDE to get out; this was not a
test, there was really a fite.

In all oy 25+ years working in or around the criginal building in which pyy team
was howsed that might back in the ETP, there had never been a fire in any of oor
buildings; never. Yes, there had been minor alanms, smoldering wires posstbly at
worst, but never, again, I repest, never 3 full-blown fire that cansed the owerhead
sprinkler to engape; but that night was the first.

Thest was when the waorld seemed to begin to spin out of contral

Dhuoimg the course of 3 night, my position was to direct calls, handoff tasks to
ny team or reach ouf to our pext levels of support around the world. Meanwhile,
I'would mn conference calls and work on equipment when there wasn't another
engineer available. It was at that moment, a5 my feam told me they would @y to
reconnect when possible, the realization of what my night would become hit me.
If I had not been working remotely, our team would not have been able o perform
their job. If God had not put me in this new place, we would have dropped the
ball, and onr company would bave been beld liable by hundreds of companies that
had our suppornt written into theit confract.

Through the enfire course of 25+ years, my background throngh the Talecom
Industry had led me from one end of support, research, and beyond. by techm:-
cal backeroumd cowverad all that was possible in the realm of comwminieations;
wireline, wireless, optical, and data. If anyone could mun our team solo, I was one
of the few individuals capable. At this point, it may sound as if I'm bragging, but
that coulda't be fiurther from the truth. My point is metely to emphasize that this
was maore than a coincidence, this was the hand of God at work.

From the moment my team evacnsted the building to safety and then iried to re-
Eain conmectivity oo bome, it was apparent things would get worse before they
would get better. Because of the confizuraton of our equipment, my feam could
oot pet logzed back in becanse of the equipment to comnect with was in the office
that was on fire; yet mins was not, it became apparsnt that the rols of supporting
the world relied on me. Apain the words returned. “If it is God's will, then it shall
be done " Eventually, a couple of my enginesrs wonld find 3 werkaroumd that was
possible and were ahle to connect, bt it was 2 far cry from hawing a finll eam.

We ofien joked that it was faboo to nse the word “Cuiet.” I've met other sup-
port agencies that had that same thought process. For as soon as someons boasted,
“Hey, it sure is guiet tonight ™ all bell would bresk losse. As you might expect by
now, the night of the fire was as if someone had shouwted from the blazing rooftop,
“Hey, it sure is quiet ™ Calls rolled in, and it was all I conld do to “Fack-em and
stack-em, ™ a5 we wounld say. There was no time to wormy about lnmger or exhans-
tion, but 2= the sunrise began to filter through the windowrs of the shack whera
I'was living, the duration of the night's toll began to weigh on me. As the day
shift ER. hMansger logeed in and was briefed abont the night’s events and why he
conldn’t come into the office, the expansze of work that had been accomplished in
one night bagan to weigh oo oy mind. One-by-one. T handsd off the jobs to the
incoming staff who wers slowly petting logged in using the workaround that nay
team had found throngh the course of the night With each greeting, there was not
tme for bitterswest goodbyes. They had to hit the groumd nmning, so we barely
had a chance to say our farewells.

When the last of the handoffs and calls were closed on my end, I stopped and
prayed.
is was truly the work of God, “But why,” I asked?

“Someday, it will become apparent.” was the reply.

From working nighis for nearly ten years, I had learned that wien yon are
exhansted and need to stay awake, it was important not to eat. Yoo conld drink
water or liguids, bt once vou ate 3 meal. the game was owver; vou would have to
crash and sleep. So, after moy head was able to clear enongh to think abowt what
was next, [ realized that it was about tdime fo open the Trail for busines:. Encoaing
there wasn't fime for 3 nap, [ took 3 shower after putting on 2 fresh pot of coffes.
From that point forward, the day became 3 blur. Esch time [ f=21t my body begin-
ning to weaken, I would Lift up 3 prayer for sirength, and each time the feeling
of electmicity moning throush my body would Sow through oy being; each ime
there was a renewal of the spirt

By the end of the day, after towo wonderful tours and once the Trail was closed,
I returned fo the shack. There, I made a meal and waited for my family to armmive.
They had made another mmn back fo the previous famm to camy more household
soods to onr new life. I knew that T conldn’t go to sleep and peacefully rest nntl
they ammived. Fighting fatizne beyond belief, it was when the sound of their car

confined on page 11
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Religion vs. the Gospel

By Jerry Lewis
MeDowell County

It is s easy, and tempting to be relipiows and void of
the grace of God that leads to a joyful life. In these com-
parisons, Tim Eeller belps us to ses the allure of religion
znd the freedom of a relatdonship with God through
Jesus Christ. Take fme to examine yourself on each of
these. It's a lot to tike in—-and for many a paradizm shift. |
When we wander, we wander back into works-onented
salvation--not to Frace.

BELIGION: I obey-therefore I'm accepted.

THE GOSPEL: I"'m accepred-therefore T obey.

REI IFION: Motvation is based on fear and insscurity.

THE GOSPEL: Mofivation is based om grateful joy.

RELIFOHN: I obey God in order to get things from God.

THE GOSPEL: I obey Guod to delight and resemble Him.

RELIGION: When circumstances in my life go wrong, I am sngry at God or
noyself, since I balisve like Fob's friends that amyone who is good deserves a
comfortable life.

THE GOSPEL: When circumstances in my life go wrong, I struggle but T know
all oy punishreent fell on Jesus and that while He may allow this for oy fraiming,
He will exercise His Fatherly love within mry izl

RELIGION: When I am crficized I am foriows or devastated because it is crin-
cal that T think of mysalf as 3 ‘gpood person’. Threats to that self-image muost be
destroved at all costs.

THE GOSPEL: When I am criticized I streggle, bt It is not critcal for me to
think of myself az a “zood persen.” My identity is not built on nry record or nay
performance bat oo God's love for me in Christ. [ can take criticism.

BELIGION: My prayer life consists latgely of petition and it only beats up
when I am in 3 time of need. My main purpose in prayer is conirol of the environ-
METIE.

THE GOSPEL: My prayer life consists of generous stretches of praise and
adoration. My main parpoese is fellowship with Him

BELIGION: My self-view swings between taro poles. If and when I am living
up to oy standards. T feel confident, but then I am prone 10 be prond and um-
sympathetic to failmg people. If and when I am not living up to standards. T feel
inserurs and inadequate. I'm not confident. T fesl like a fajhire.

THE GOSPEL: My salf-view is not based on a view of miyself as a moral
achiever. In Christ I am simultansoushy sinfol and yet accepted in Christ T am so
bad He had to die for me and I am so loved He was zlad to die for me. This leads
me o deeper and deeper buondlity and confidence at the same time. Weither swaz-
Eering noT saiveling.

REL IGEION: by identity and self-worth are based mainky on bow bard I work.
O bow moral I am and so I mmst look down on those [ perceive as lazy or im-
maoral. I disdzin and feel superior to “the other.”

THE GOSPEL: My identity and self-~worth are centered on the one who died
for His enermies, who was excluded from the city for me. T am saved by sheer
grace. 5o, Ican't look dovm on those who believe or practice something differemnt
from me. Onby by grace T am what I am I*ve no inner need to win araoments.

BREIIGION: Since I look to my own pedigres or performance for my spiritual
acceptability, roy heart mamifsetares idpls. It may be my talents. nry moral record,
oy personal discipline, mvy social status, etc. I absolutely have to kave them, so
they serve as my main hope, meaning happiness, security, and siznificance, what-
ever I may say I believe about God.

THE GOSPEL: I have many good things in my life-family, work, spiriteal
disciplines, etc. But none of these gond things are ultimate things to me. Hone of
them are things I absolutely have to kave, so there is a limit to how much anxiety,
bifterness, and despondency they c.mm:ﬂxtunmwienﬂnym threatenad and
lost.

Jerry Lawis s Semior Pastor af Grace Commninify Church in Marion.

Jesns sxith wmto him, T am the way, the rah, and the fe: no man cometh unio
the Father, bui by me. John 14:6

HVAC
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

WHY ENROLL IN OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM?
*PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS AND BREAKDOWNS
wCORRECTION OF DEVELOPING PROBLEMS

*LONGER ECARPMENT LIFESPAN
wSAVE 105 ON REPAIR PARTS
#FRONT OF THE LINE SERVICE
wREDUCE EMERCY LISE

pulling up in the drive that I began eanong.

Crmce I went to bed, I didn™t get up for another 16 hours,

Why had thera been such a challenging end to a previons life? Why had the
stmazzle been so grest? In the end, it was as if God was showing me what it was
o “suffer need * When we raach the end of our physical life here on earth, we see
many of our loved ones face those last fear days in exfreme pain. As we watch
and pray for their relief, we leam that to cross over fom this Life to the next is not
=55 8

Jesns was torfured beyond belief, dying a painful death om the cross. His ending
was anything but easy. It was as if the whole world kad been consamed by fire,
and in the end, the veil was torn in two on that day. Unlike certam death. we can
st that when we sccept Christ into our lives, we face the end with a prommise,
that when we pass from this life to the next, we shall live forever more. Yes, to
cross that Fiver of Jordan and o reach thar far distant shore will be the greatest
beginning to an ending we shall kncar.

“Mot that I speak in respect of want- for I have learmed in whatsoever state T
am therewith to be content. I know how to be abasad, and 1 know bow to aboand,
everywhers and in all things, T am mstructed both o be full and to be angry, both
o shoumd and to suffer nesd ™

Yes, althongh what we might face in our not so distant fotare may seem over-
whelming, we can take comfort in knowing that we are not slones. We may suffer,
we may be sated, we may be shased, we may have plenty, tat in all things may
we find free contentment. For as someone once said, tmee contentment is to, “Live
above your circmmstances.”™

May the challenge vou face allow youn to seek God in greater affections than
ever before.

“T can do all things through Christ who soensthens me ™

The old jacket stll fits, even though it may not be presentable to wear in poblic;
yet, it says more of who I zm than one might know:. To bive shove our circum-
stances is what life should be shout, and in the end  slwsys giving thanks to God
for all that is.

Be content in all that you have.

Thanks be to God.

Timodhy W. Tron lives in Colleftnidlle, NC. with kis family: He iz the former
Ivrector gf the Trail gf Faith in Valdese, where he s851 volunteers and helps with
fours. He now teackes Math full tme at Watauga High School in Boone He is
the author of a new Chrisiian series, “Children gf the Lighks, © with the first book
baing, "Bruecke to Heaven, " and his recant book, betng the second, “The Light in
the Darkness. " He is an active Mogeer, arfist, and musician., Timodhy also har a
BSEE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker: He can be reached af fwiron(diive com

&
THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
*Easy transfers
=Delivery service available
=Ohver 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
=Locally owned and operated
*Aszk about our “Healthy Kids Program”

HOURS:
M-F 8am-7pm
Sat. Bam-4pm

Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES

Thope everyone had 3 wonderfiol Thanksewing and spent quality tme with friends and fomiky:

e oy weskmnt it powe e e . e i v ot stmnme miras 1V C Senate District 46

leam how to mun oy penerator, buf it certainly gave us & reoewed apprecistion for eleciricity, and
for the eleciric workers who spent ronch of thedr boliday belping o r=store power &0 thousands of homes in oor area. Cnce our power was restored oo
Sundsy evenine, it was off to Falsizh for the legslative session

Voter IT: Senate Ball 524

This week the stawe Senate passed 5824, Implemenesion of Voser [0 Const. Amendrent="hips-ammncles netSessions 301 T Eills SenaePLE
S8k 2 pdf=; in respoase o Marth Canoling voers' wide support of 8 Constihationsl] Amendrent requinng photo identification o vote. Senate Bill
824 womld cresse 8 new "Vioser Phioso ID that can be obtained for free at local county boards of election. The bl also allows woers 0 use 3 wide
range of IDs in place of dee Voter Photo ID such as MCDMY Driver's licemse of ID Card, U5 passport, Military or Veterans 1D, Employes ID Cards
from & state and or local govermment entity amnd several osher identification fooms. For smyone 1mable to get 3 photo I due to 3 "ressomable mopadi-
ment," they would be able to i s affidawit samd =2ill cast a ballot. There wonkd also be exceptions for relismes puaposes as well as amrone whio
was affected by a nahiral dissster witiin 100 days of the elertion In instsnces where 3 person has bic or her driver's licenze suspended or revolked,
this DI wiould be resquired o send fhem a specis] I card musnosatieslly wmder the bill. T fislly expect the bill to pass with very fear chanses and then
sent to the Governor's desk. Since the bill was sponsored and passed with the help of both parties, I am hoping that the Govemer will not veio te bill,
essentially vetoing the mandae of de 2018 elacion.

As many of you koow, on Election Diay, Morth Carolma vofers issued a clear mandste for voter ID by spproving 3 constimGonal amendrment
requiring & photo I tovote. Despite the fact thst the amendrent passed with meore than 55 percent of the vote, liberal aciivists are refosing to accapt
the will of the people, and are actively fryving @ hijack oo demoracy by asking libers] jndees to cancel the voter ID resalis.

Here are some I0s that will be accepable @ nse if 5824 beonmes law:
* BC drvers license.
* WC special identification card or other foom of non-enporany ID issued by the DRV TS pessport.
* 2C voter photo identification cand
* Tribal enroliment card issued by a federally recoemized tribe.
* Tribal enraliment card issued by a tribe recopnimed by WC wnder Chaper T1A thar i (1) msned in accordance with a process spproved by the Seete
Board requining an apphcation and proof of identing equivalent to the process for approving a college or uminversity dentification card, and (i) sizned
bry am elected official of the tmbe.
* Srodent idendificstion card ssued by 2 constment mctimtion of The University of Hort Caroling, the Morth Caroling Commnmity College system,
ar eligible private postsecondary mstimtioms, if approved Ty e State Board.
* Employes identification card issned by a state or local govenmunent entity, mchuding 3 chamer school, if approved Ty the Stae Boand.
* Drivers license or specisl idemtification card issued by another state, DUC. or 3 wemitory of commomweald of the US, ooty if the voter's voter regis-
iraton was within 30 deys of e elecion.

Hurricane Relief: Senafe Bill 131

The M.C. Senate pn Wednesday mmemimonsly passed lezislation contimune the ongoine Hinrmicane Florencs recovery efforts by appropriatng
ghnost $300 nullion naore from dee Himricans Florence Disaster Beopvery Fund with momch of thest money goine o help Morth Caroling fammers.

Senste Bill 823 sponsored by Sens. Hary Brown (B-Onslow) and Brent Tackson (B-Sampson), appropeiates £200 800,000 from te Hiomicanes
Florence Disaster Becovery Fund, and $240 miltion of that will go towards aiding Marth Carolina farmers stmezgling to eooiver i the wakes of Hor-
ricane Florence A prionihrs] losses in Morth Canolina were expected totop $1.1 bilioaThe rest of the rmoney will be appropriated as followes:
523,500,000 to repair and renovase E-12 public schoaol facliies- $18, 500 000 o match fedaral fimding to mitizate or remediste coastal stonm dam-
aze tobeaches and dime systems-3 10,000, 000 to provide assistance to conumencial fishing sssistance-55 000,000 to provide boans to anall usinesses
affected by Humicane Florence-51, 300000 to repair or replsce food, food maurition equipment and food murition supplies at school fclities
31,000,000 to replace eguipmment af courthonses and cover cost of additional oot sessions due 1o closures daning Humicane Florence-$250,000 to
miatch federal fimding to remoe menne debris-350,000 to the Wildlife Besoorces Conmmission to sidy and make eoommendations on ways ©
address the problem of absndoned and derelict vessels in waters of the state. The bill also revises and coordinates the muditing amd reporting require-
ments for Hismcane Florence 35 well a5 Hiricane Masthew, putting it under e authority of the Office of Becovery and Fesiliency, established in the
wake of Humicans Florence.

A frer this latest appropriation. almest 395 nuillion remming m fe Homicans Florence Thsaster Becovery Fund.

Ax shavarys, i T may be of assistance o yon, plesse contsct nny Faleish office via phone or emad] Tric s pleasome o serve vou in the state Senste.

Sen Warren Damel

Warren I
019-715-7823

aniel@neleg net

O Election Diay, Movember 6, 2018, over 55 percent of WNeorth Carolinian: passed a constiutiona) armend-
NCS te D' mct 4‘7 ment titled Require Photo ID To Vote. In noy Senase district, the she-coumry aversme of approval for Viver
Eﬂﬂ Is I was over §6 percent with over 70 percent of voters approving in McDowell Witchell snd Batherfiord

coimities, over G0 percent approving m Polk and Yancey coumties, and nearty 546 percent approving in Madison

Coumity:

derlarations are a Clazs T felomwy.
Section 1.2 of the bill specifically sets forth the acceptable forms of photo identification for votng identification:

= WC driver’s licenza

= W spedial identification card or other form of non-termporany [T issued by the DR
= U5 passport.

= WC voter phote identification card.

919-733-3460 = Thrikeal exmollment card Esued by a stase of federal recognized mibe.

= Ay o the following thar comtaims 2 photograph of the voter and iz valid snd 1espired. or bes heen exqired for one yesr or bess:

In late Movember, the T General Assembly renomed to Faleizh to finish 1p the work of the 2008 short session. This incinded enacting ensbling
legisiation for the Vot ID constimtional amendrment spproved by vosers. Three senstors, tao Fepublicans and ooe Democrat. sponsored and filed
Semare Bill 824 — Implermentstion of Witer ID Const. Amendment The bill was disoussed, debaed, and amended by both Senste and Howse Fie-
publicans and Demoorats as it worked its way thoough the legislatve process. The 21-page bill covered 3 mnge of isaues related to Voter ID, inchod-
iz showing of IDs for certain first-time voiers; approval of sdent sand employes IT cands for voting identification: exceptions based on relizioes
ohjection reasonable inpediment, and natoral disaster; niles reganding mail-in sbsentes ballots; voer education: and notice that frandnlent or fale

= Snadent identification card issued by a constent nsthmon of The University of Morth Caroling, a commnmity college, or elizible private postsec-

omdary institntons, if approved by the Stae Board

= Enploves identification cand isswed Ty a stage or local goverumens entity, inchodine a charter school, if approved by the S&rte Board.
= Dirivver s license or special identification card issued by another state. TVUC. or 3 temiory or conmonwealih of the 15, onby if the voder’s vober repis-

iration was within 30 deys of the election.

= Ay of the following that contain a phoéoeraph of the voter, regardlsss of whether the card contxins an expiration or ssuance deie:

= 105 maliesry idevtification card.

= Veterans [dentification Card issued by the 775 Department of Veterans A ffirs for uss at Veterans 4 dnyivi ctration medical facilities

= Por voiers over the age of §5, any of the identification cards sbove fhat bear a dste of exgpiration that was oot expired on the day that the voier

reached the age of §5.

For amy election held before Fammary 1, 2021, any spproved stodent identification cand or employes identification cand that does not contsin zn

expiration date would be deemed an accepible form of phote identification.

Senie Bill 824 — Ioplementation. of Voter 1D Const. Amendment was ratified and preseated o the Govemor on December 6. Despite the fact
that A majority of Morth Carolmisns passed a constintions] armendment requirine voier 10 and that the implementing legislation was sponsored by
& Denyneratic senaior, abone with sismificant bipargzan inpot, Gov: Roy Cooper iznored the wishes of the majority of bis constitnents and vetoed te
lemisiaton on December 14, Subsequent o the Senste and Howse overmding the Governor s veto, the bil was enacted info session lvw on Dlecember
18, Hoewever, shorily thereafier the lefi-wing Sonthern Croalsfion for Socal Tnstice and the Morth Canoline 1A ACP filed Iowsuits agains the leisla-

fon Sue ‘il biue = now the standand teotic for Hhers] syoups who don't get their way:

As always, please share vour thonzhes with me on issnes related fo state povernment by emsiling me at ralph hise(@nclez net or calling me a1 919-

T33-34460
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NC House District 118

A "imister," "cynmical" New Year

Gov. By Cooper saw it to [abel 55% of Morth Carolindans a5 "smister” and “cyvnical™ as be vetoed voter ID legislation on Dec. 14.

The House and Senate met this wesk to overmride Gow. Cooper's ill-advised veto of Senate Bill 824, which will put our state in com-
pliance with our constitetionalhy-mandsted voter ID. The people spoke in November, and we deliversd.

Cm Friday, Gow. Cooper also vetped a bill that wounld allow lability coverage for Haywood County School buses that mnst briefly
fravel out of state. [ worked with the Haywood County Schoeols Superintendent, the Attomey General's Office, the Dept. of Public
Instmuction and others for months to create thar lanmuape.

The General Assembly is fentatively planning to meet oo Dec. 27 to override the governor's additional vetpes. Whenever we mest, T
will voie to allow the liability coverage Haywood County Schools wanted and the governor denied.

Happy Mew Year to you, too, Gov. Cooper

WIEﬁI]'E dizease hits Tennesses E.E]!-.I'lﬁllﬂ.!n. Presmell
The following is a press release from the W.C Wildlife Pesources Commission 918-733-5T12

With the prelimimary detection of Chroni: Wasting Disease (CWID) in white-tailed deer in western Tennssses the W.C. Wildlife
Eesources Commission reminds deer hunters of a new mile that prohibits the impontation of whole deer carcasses and restricts the
importation of specific carcass parts from aomywhere outside of Worth Carelina.

The new mile, which was implemented for the 2018-19 deer hunting season is an effort on the Commission’s pant to prevent the
spread of CWD into the state. CWID is 3 transmdssible, always fatzsl newrological disease that affects deer and other cervids such as
elk, moose and reindeer'canbon.

The mile states that amyone ranspornng cervid carcass parts mibo Morh Caroling must follow processing and packaging regulations,
which only allow the mmportation of:
= hieat that has been boned out such that ne pieces or frapments of bone remain;
= Caped hides with no part of the sknll or spinal cohonn attached;
= Anilers, antlers attached to cleaned skull plates, or cleanad skulls free froom mest, or brain tssue;
= Cleaned lower jawhone(s) with teeth or cleaned teeth; or
= Finished taxidenmy products snd maoned hides.

Addidonally, all carcass part(s) or confainet of cervid meat or carcass parts must be labeled or identified with the:
= Wame and address of mdividoal ooporting carcass paris;
= State, Canadian province, or foreign country of origin;
= Drate the cervid was killed; and
= Hunter s license number, permit pumber, or aquivalent identification from the state, Canadian province, or foreign coumiry of orgin.

Thess new restrictions ann to prevent the infections agent of CWD from contaminating new environments by way of disposal of
carcass fissues, particularly those of the brain and spme. s WD contaminants can persist in the sodl for years.

Cm Friday, officials with the Tenmpssee Wildlife Fesomres Agency (TWEA) announced they were enacting their Chronic Wasting
Dhsease Response Plan, following the preliminary positive detections of CWD in white-tailed deer in Handeman and Fayette counties,
which border the MMissizsippi state line. TWEA biologists are testing additional deer and are frying to contact the hunters who har-
vested the infiected deer.

Crut of concem for the serious effects CWD could have on Morth Carolina’s deer herd, the Conumdssion developed a Chromic Wast-
ing Diis=ase Fesponse Plan in 2002, with subsequent revisions over the years to respond to the disease’s ever-growing spread. The
plan tdentifies and guides the agency’s mitial short-term (approximately cne year) efforts if CWD is detected in the state’s deer hard,
or if CWD is detected in deer within 30 miles of its borders. Agency biolegists alse conduct statewide sampling of deer every year and
attempt to sample all deer that show signs of the disease or die of nnknown canses.

With Tenmesses’s preliminary detection of CWD within its borders, two states bordering Morth Caroling will bave CWD in their
deer herds. In Virginia, Shenandoah and Frederick counties, which border West Virginia, have confirmed cases of CWT.

Abont Chronic Wasting Disease

Chronic Wasting Dizease (CWIN) is a ransmizsible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE) dizease in deer, alk, moose and reindeer!
caribvon and is abarays fatal. The spurce of the dizease is an shoeomal prion (3 form of protein) that collects o the animal’s brain cells.
These brain cells evenmalty burst, leaving behind microscopic empty spaces in the brain martter that sive it 2 “sponery™ look. As this
occurs, it often canses behavior changes such as decreased interactions with other animals, listlessmess, lowernng of the head s blank
facizl expression, and walking in sef patterns.

CWD has no known impacts to the health of homans or bvestock. However, the Commission recommends people do WOT eat:
= Wiear from a deer that looks sick
= Any of the followmg organs: braim, eves, spinal cord, spleen tomsils and lymph nodas®
= Any meat from sn animal that tests positive for the disease
*Momnal field dressing coupled with boning out a carcass will remove most (if not all) of these body parts. Cutting away all famy tis-
sne will remowve remaining hymph nodes.

How To Prep a Deer {Cape and Slknll Plate) for Importation to NC

Tiv help umters better understand how to comply with new regulations, the Commission has posted a video “Preparing 3 Hanvested
Deer for Impartation to MC." on its YouTwbe Chanme] which features a demonstration by Taxidermist . Price of Cofhack Taxidermy
on preparation of 3 deer carcass for importation vte the state.

For more information abowt CW, visit the Commission’s CWD web page.

Yancey community tops snow totals nationwide

Busick in Yancey Connty got 34 inches of soow as parnt of the recent Winder stonm.

The comomnity of 2,221 people, located in Sonath Tos, topped the nation in total snowfall.

Happy Mew Year

From ooy family to yours, I bope you have a happy new year.

I lpok forwmard to working for you in the upcoming year.

A'Year of Accomplishments

This vear has been an eventfil ooe in the United States Senste. We've gotten a Lot done for Morth
Caroling, wihich weathered devastating namral disasers, inchuding Humicane Florence. We've
| worked o strengihen ;i national defenses and fousht for our men and women in wniform And as 3
nation, we honored the legacies of some incredible American leaders we lost this vear

Forefroot in most fiolk’s mmds are dwe namral disasters that tore throwzh our stafe. Humicanes Flor-
ence snd Michsel, and temadoes in Guilford and Fockingham oponities, keft miold demags in their
wake. They cost mamy their Evelihoods, and some thedr lonwved ones. Senstor Tillis and T along with our calleamies in the Honse and Governor Cooper, have been hard af work secumine
vital recovery fanding to help families indcidoals. and busnesses get hack on their feat 55 soon 35 possible. Pest asamed we will cortimae oor work mmél e job is done.

T proud to heve worked on several fromts this year to epsuze America has an effeciine pations] defense and intelligence comumnmity. In Famnary, Congress resnthorized essenfial ndal-
lizence tools to keep Armericans safe. In My, we confirmed thee first male hesd of the (T4 Gina Haspel In Fune, the president sisned the 2019 defence spending bill meo 1w, seqmine
nearhy 5370 millice for Morth Canolina mstallations like Fort Bragg, Camp Tejenne, Cherry Point, and others.

America and Morth Camoling slso-expenenced is fair share of loss. We sxid goodbye to great Amenicans in Iorth Carolins and America’s pastor, Beverend Billy Grabam, Mawy war e,
POW, and Arizona Senator Tobm BcCain and the 415t President of the United States, Georze HW. Bush The world came to know all of these lesders for their kindness, penerosity aof
spirit, and devotion o canses bigger than therpselves. We conld all stand to leamn from their shining examples. and we are forever in their delbit.

As we mowe Info 3 new year, [ am confident st Congress will contime figiting on behalf of the Amenican people. I'm Incky o bave such a gresat parmer in the Senste m Thom Tillis
and in the Worth Caroling delegation in the Honse of Fepresentstives. &' maly an honor to serve our great siate i Conpgress. Thank you and God bless.
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Explosion Inter

Resolve tobe a Witness in 2019
Ev Rev. Jobn B. Sorensen

What are your resolotions for 20197 Would you like to
share the (Fospel with someone this year? Even if vou've
never prayed with someone to receive the gift of eternal life
this year is the perfect ime to start.

Wew wears are for pew beginnings. This is the moe when
pecple evaluate their lives — physically, mentally, emotonally,
and spiritzally. We can show them that the nltimate way to begin again is through
3 new life in Jesus Christ. But we can®t accomplish that goal by remaining silent,

Every day, we hold conversations with people, bt we often avoid the subject
that matters mwost — that we can spend etemnity with God. Why? Fear. If the idea of
wimessing 10 someone is scary, don’t womy. You are not alone. Fear is the pumber
one reason why many Christians don't share their faith with others. But it doesn’t
hawe to be

Start with prayer. Mothing we do for the Emgdom of God is effective without
the backing of prayer. Make 2 list of ten people you wounld like to see come to
Chirist this vear, and start praying for them - _ _ every day. Pray that God will open
doors for you to share the Gospel with them and with others vou enconnter

Look for oppormanities. Kesp your eyes and ears open. Genninely listen to oth-
ers s they talk -
amd share their :
sttngzles. Yo

EWVED You g0

Femember your story. How did you first come to know Christ? How has your
life changed? Yiour story is powerful. Share it. People are offen open to heaning
about how others have overcome the stuggles in their lives. This is 3 perfect op-
partonity to share what Christ has done for you through your personal restimomy.

Offer an imvitation. Dot just share your story and wish them Iuck. Help them
fake the next step. Ask if they would like to pray to receive the zift of eternal life
throngh Tesus Christ. Invite them o 3 service or small group at your charch. Offer
io simdy the Bible together at 3 coffes shop or m the privacy of your home.

Eeep prayine. Most of us didn’t become 2 follower of Jesus overnight. If you
are able to, contirme to follow up with the people you meet as they progress on
their spiTitual jonmey: Pray before and aftsr every encounter. Pray for them each
day. Contimne to pray for them even after they accept Christ.

The best gift we could give anyone this vear is the gifi of a new beginning in
Jesus Christ 5o if you haven't done so already, resolve fo share vour faith with
someone in 2012, May God bless you 25 you do!

Rev Jokn B. Sovensen, DD i5 the President/'CED gf Evamipelism Explosion Inter-
nafional, headquartered im _drden, N.C. EE has been a leader i aquipping Chris-
figns to shane their faith for more than 50 years. For more fhee tips and resources,
vizit evangel rmamlorion arg.

Fear thon not; for I fam] wich thee: be not dismayved; for I fam] thy God- I
will siremgthen thee; yea, Twill help thee; yea, Twill gphold thee with the righr
hamd of my righteousness. Isaiah 41:10

2301 Rutherford
Marion, NC 28752

phone: 828.652.6T77T
fax: B28.652 6755

Foothills Bible College

The Gospel and Christmas
By Dr. Tom Walker
MeDowall Coumgy

Christmas is a wonderful tme of the year. It goes far
deeper than presents, evergreen tress, bells, tinsel singing and
host of other things. The fact of the matter is the very come of
Christmas, the heart of Christmas is that Tesus came imto this
world that He might die in the place of sinners. By doing that
Christ made salvaton possible to all men.

The Gospel of Christ primarily kas to do with the death, the burial and e
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ At the same fime there wonld have besn no
death burial and resurrection if it were not for Christ's virgin birth.

It should be recomnized that Mary the Mother of JTezus was 3 virgin. Some
mademn translations wanslate virgin as 3 "youne woman " That does not go far
enough. Mary was a vitgin for she had not known 2 man in an infimate, physical
way. When she was told she would give birth to Chnst she asked the messenger,
“How shall this be, seeing [ know oot 2 man™ That was hary’s way of declaring
she was & virgin

Izaiah 7:14 says, "Thergfore the Lord himszelf shall gove you a sien; Behold, a
virgin shall concenqe, and bear a son, and shall call Biz nowe Iemanuel. " Luke
1:27 zays, "Tb a virgin axpoused to g man whose name was Joseph, of the house gf
Divid; and the virgin's name was Mary: ¥

The Gospel of Christ i= dependent upon the vingm birth of Christ fo provide the
Ome who could be the source of the "good news.™ In the virgm birth the Ancient
of Diays berame 3 babe in Bethlehem He who fhunders in the hesvens becomeas
#n infant crving in 3 cradle. He who made all flesh became clothed with flesh. The
Mizhty God became a helpless infant God and man became one in the body of
Jezus the Christ This incamation is a miracle and 3 marvel.

Mever forges the virgin birth is essential to have a Savior for mankind. Why is
ithe virgin birth necessary?

It Is Mecessary For Jesus to Be God

If you examdne Isa. 926 Jesus is called, " WFomderfid, Counselor, Wighsy God,
Everiasting Father, and the Prince gf Peace." When Micab speaks of the hMessiah
in Micah 3:2 he described Him a5 one "whose goings forth have bean firom old,
Jhom gveriasting. " Mo mortal lnoman being could messure up to all that T have
mentioned in this paragraph. Jesus Choest, the Messiah 1z more than mortal. If
Jesus were not the virgin bom Son of God, He could not be the Messiah of Israel,
of the Savior of all who would believe.

It It Mecessary For Jesns' Teachings To Be Justified

Jesus szid in John 8:42, “If God were your Father, ye would love me: forl
rroceaded forth and came from God; neither came I gf myself but ke sant me.™
In John 8:28 the Savior declares, "When ya have [ljfted up the Son of man, then
skall ye know that T am he, and that I do nothing gf rpecelfl but as my Father hath
faught me, I speak these thingz. " Again, Christ said in JTohn 6:32. Verily, veriy,

I say umio you, Mozes gave you not thar bread from heaven, buf sy Father giveth
you the orue bread from hemen "

Mo one but Jesus could make those clanms for they were all tue. The JTews
understood Him in those staternents fo be claiming equaliny with God. Tesos was
laying a clzim to deiry. If He were not virgin borm, Christ could not have mghtfiully
and tothfully made those claimes.

It Is Mecessary For Jesus To Be Heir To The Throne Of David

Motice what the angel Gabriel said fo Mary m Luke 1:32-33, "He shall be grear,
and shall be called the Som of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give wito kim
the throme gff kis father David: and he shall reign over the howse of Jacob for
avar, and gf hiz bHnpdom there shall be no end. ™

Jesus is the rightfial heir to the throme of David. Mary was a descendent of King
Diavid through her father Heli If Jesus had been the biological son of Joseph, He
conld not have been a righrful beir to the throne of Diavid, since Joseph descended
from a man named Contah That would legally have kept him from the throne.
Jer 2230 says, "Thur saith the Lord, Write ya this man childlers, o man that shall
not procpar in hiz days: for no man of hiz seed shail procper, sifting wpon the
throne gf David, and ruiling any mare i Judah. ™

It Is Mecessary For The Reliability Of The Scriptures

When you read Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23 it is clear that a virgin would bear
2 son named Imvnannel. I Christ was not conceived of a virgin mother, without a
boman father, the tesimony of the Bible would not be mme, and the reliability of
the Scriphares could be questioned. Since it did happen as prophecy said it would
the Bible is proven to be inspired and reliable. It is completely acourate o all it
States,

It Is Necessary If Jesus Was To Atone For 5in By His Own Death

Mo man could make an etemally. effective sacrifice for the sins of manking
Al people have sinned (Fomans 3:23) and all of ws by natore are the children of
wrath (Eph ). Fesns came and lived a sinless life throwgh His divine natare filling
the physical body in which He inhabited Christ offered Himeself to God a5 a lamb
withont spot of blemish (1 Peter 1:19 and Hebrews 7:235). The sinbess life and
virgin birth of Christ made it possible for the Sinless One fo become our personal
Savior.

It is not enough for you o realize intelleceally that Christ was bom of a vir-
gin To be ready to go to Hesven when you die or when the Lord comes, yon must
personally receive Christ as your Sawier. Christ can come to live in yvour heart
today and every day.

Have vou knowing you are 3 sinner receive Him a5 your Savior. John 1:12
declares. "Buf a5 many a5 recened kim, fo them gave he power o become the sons
gf Crod, even o them that believe on hix name: " BTV

Tom Walker iz President of Foothilis Bapiist Bikie College and Pastor gf Ziom Hill
Baprizt Church in Marion, NC.
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The hospice you choose makes a difference,

Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom s the principal thing: thergfbre, pat

I stared at ooy new srandbaby, Imponting ber image on
mry beart. Two months later, her personality is beginning to
shine through and her interaction with family offers endiess
delizht. Her body lansnage, habits, and desires rise o the
fop of my priorities, and more fime with her becomes priceless.

In monach the sae way, I am drasm to the Creator of my soul. His imprint on
oy heart emerges as top prioriny, and our relationship a constant, daily, interac-
fion. To discower the facets of my relationship with Jesus Christ and my Father,
and o spend more fime with Him remains at the front of my mind. The Bibls,
omich Like texts and face-to-face video, fills the woid umtil T can be in ooy Savior’s
presence.

Like noticing 3 newbom's unignensss, one starling and clear observation oo
smudying the Bible rises to the
surface The people in its ancient
pages share some obvicus
similarities o ws today. Clearly,
biblical characters seem to maich
modem conflicts and drams in
their emotions, reactions and
circnmstances. Hatred, deep

lowe, jealousy, anmer, envy, and
detenmimation look and act the

same way 35 they have for thon-
sands of years. Bible roles that
inclnde motherhood, fatherhond,
extended family, leadership, hnshand and wifs, and a myriad of other relationships
operate in aoy millemmia with maiching vocabulary. And life repeats many of the
same circumstances such as birth, desth, miracles, and wagedies, whether the yvear
is 3 BC or 2018 AT,

Grod created mankind with skills and abilities to experience a myriad of cul-
tures, industrial advancements, and advances in all facers of life. But, He kesps
our emofions, resctions, roles. and ralatgonchips within the same reslm of poss-
bilifies as in Adam and Eve, the first huomans. Thus, God exables us to smdy their
and thinking simplifies the processes of realizmg the messages from the Bible.
Their stumming victories and despamng defests speak to us, and we imderstand
their wisdmm more guickly because we have experienced the same emoftions,
reles, and ciroumstances. Comming from the same viewpoint of Llife shortens the
words needed to help us assimilate the Bible's messages.

Fecently, 3 voung woman asked on Facebook, “What is the best advice you can
give™ My answer (adapted for this article} bopefully reflects how God created
mankind with a sameness that facilitates our growth in grace and knowledge. (2
Pater 3:18) The acrostc is WISDOM.

W-I-5-D-D-M
W-Who in the Bible matches yvour need or challenge? Find him or her and lioten
fo their messapes.
Fomans 15:4

I-Incorporate biblical concepts mie all facets of lifie. This helps s to prepare for
the storms.

Colossians 34

5-5See the bipmer picture. As a Christian our lives are exquisitely detailed by our
Fedeemer, so relax and release conmol.

Phal 1-6, Jeremizh 29-11, 2 Sanmel 32:33, Colossians 3:3, etc.

D-Don't allow emotions fo nile the expression of vour intellect and spiriteal gifis.
gifis. X Chronicles 20:12. Philippians 2:5

O-Obzerve the Lord's working in our lives. Focns is then mransferred frorm onr-
selves o (God. Char minds prepare to receive His apswer, and our eyes apen to bib-
lical thinking Ack yourself: What is the Lord teaching me about Himself through
oy life experiences? Proverbs 3.6

Al-Memorize the Bible and teach your children to do the same. The Holy Spirit
then has a foundation to use in His capacity as Teacher and Comforter. Joshua 1:8

Afier studyving Bible women for ten years, I realize that the meszages of all
ablical characters offer spimtual richness and depih. I can relate to similar cir-
cumstances. This ability to identfy with them enhances the process for acguiring
God’'s wisdom Omr emotions, interests, abilities, and skills point us to God, snd
He dezimns the wery fabnic of our lives to show Himmself to ws.

When pictures of my pranddmghter come throngh my text, my world stops on
ity aoris A5 I enlarge the picture, save it to ooy album, and adore her timy cherubic
face. When we pursue the God who places us in the palms of His hands, and
engraves the names of His chosen there; when we stop everpthing we're doing to
dwell on His working in our lives, and when we place Him as our top priority, that
is W-I-5-D-0-3

Mariens Houk is a repular contributor fo Blue Ridee Chriztian News. Her passion
ir fo defve decply into the truths qf Bible women and fo discuss those in Bible

Srudies called Backstage Pass o Bible Women. She and her husbhand dircover joy,
nurture, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehoukizbellsouth nat

Choose the one with:
local staff
two hospice inpatient units
palliafive care in i SHings
grit:[' counseling for any adult
Kids Pathe
Can 1}1 wfii 1]

F’ \\\ |
|l Jml]]'l&PF l:gg

-
Serving Polk, Hendzrsen-Retterfird, and Mc Dowell in NC and
Cherokee, Greenville and Spartanburg in SC

(828 2450005 NC (Bad) 457-G100SC (800) 218 CARE (2273

L

Toyostove
Laser L-730

- Vented
OIL HEATERS
40,000 BTU - heats
up to 2,000 sq. ft.!

FURHITU RE ¥ COMPANY

74 UAK AVENUE * SPHUCE PINE, NORTH CAHULINA 28777
PHOME (5286 7855557 » FAX (828 T65-5554
wnw. R s fumiture.com
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Diear Diave,

My mom iz 75, and I'm the executor of her actate
She las 500,000 in retirement accounts, and the onky
debt she has is around 570,000 on her morigage. Most of
her money is in the stock market, with onkby 320,000 in
a money market acoount, and this wormies me. She lives
wall within ber means, 50 am I wrong to be concermed?
Alsg, do you think she should zo abesd and pay off her
morizaze? Eeith

Drear Keith,

Yes, I would recormmend she zo ahead 3 pay off the morfgape. If she can do
that at age 73, and =tll have §430 000 left, that's the way to go.

Mow, being in the stock market at her age sounds like 3 shock to yow. I dom’t
think it’s a bad thinz at all. t"s not what the typical financial planner tells yon to
do. For the most part, they'll tell you o gat super conservative with your money
as vou get older But fromn what yon've szid, she’s not going to use this money.
She's going to use the income from this money. 5o, the money’s going to be left
alone. If she’s in pood nooal funds, and not smgle stocks, I'm not worried abot
her.

Let’s pay off the mortzage, and then she can start taking her income off the re-
mainder. With the bouse payment out of the way, she won't need as nch in terms
of mcome, because she won't be sending money to the bank o pay the note on
the house anymore. I'm comfortsble with that. I'm 58, and I'm 100 percent mio
stocks through mmtal funds. T don’t have anything else, and I really don’t ever
plan on changing that!—Dave

Draar Dave,

What happens to my Foth 401(k) when I change jobs and go to a company that
doesn’t offer this type of imestment savings account? How should yon proceed in
this situation?” Tarmie

Drear Jamie,

Apyume you leave one company for another, yon should aberays roll your
201{K) from your former emplover inip an ITRA (Individual Fetirement Accoumnt),
If it's a raditional TR.A . vou roll i to & traditional TRA If it's a Fuoth TRA . vou roll
it fo 3 Fuoth TRA. You would choose your own mmtual funds, and you would men-
2ge your own scoounts, with the help of a financial advizor of your choosing.

When it cornes to choosing a financial sdvisor, my advice is to find somecns
with the heart of a teacher. A good financial advisor will kelp youn make informed
decisions about your money, and they will explain all aspacts of your imvest-
ments 1miil you fully mnderstand everyvthing. In short, 3 quality advisor will never
ENCONCAZE YOU f0 invest in something you don't understand.

Also, look for someone with the ability fo assess your overall refirement pic-
fure. You need someone who will help vou map ont a complete retirement plan,
and your advisor should be able o explain the big piciure and provide a compre-
henzive, ezsy-to-understand strategy for achieving vour retirement goals —Dave

Dnee Ramzey i CEQ of Ramsgy Solutions. He has authored reven best-zelling
books, mciuding The Total Mongy Makeover The Drve Ramzey Show i heard
By mowre than 14 million fixtenars each vweak on 800 radio sftegons and multipie
digital plajforme. Follow Dave on the web af daveramsey.com and on Taitter af
[ }

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Making The Most Of Your
Opportunities In This New Year

By Pastor Stewe Willtams
Mitchell County

Howdy Folks, and 3 Happy Mew Year All of us conld say
we have missed oppormnities in our life last year . It might
hawve been a good buy on 3 car, honse, of some mvestmant.
Trwe Story: Some years 350, &t 2 resort area along the East
Coast, a small commmnity was having an open town mesting about spone financial
problems that they were facing. Among the two dozen or 50 people was one man,
no one seemed o know who he was. They thought he was apparently visiting in
that area and had just dropped in on the meeting. He stamed 1o make 8 comment
o0 varous projects as they were considered, but he was quickly intermupted; so,
for the rest of the tme he kept quiet and s1ll, and be left early. Tust as he went
onf spmeons arnving late came in, & smid breathlesshy, “What was be doing
here? Itz he going to help us™ The rest of them =aid. “Who are vou talking abont?
Who was that man™ The person who had just arrived said. “Youo mean youn don’™t
know? That was John D. Bockefeller. His yacht is in our harbor Didn't you get
his belp? In despair someone said, “Mo, we didn't get kis help; we dida't know
who he was!™ What a missed opporiunity.

Have you ever wanted to kick yourself because you missed a goldsn oppor-
nndty T As Christians God is allowing us to enter into 2 MNew Year and I believe
we need to ke advantage of every opporhumity that He gives us! Think about
it. How many times did we nuss opporanities o make a Positive Difference in
Someone’s Life, or o be a Blessing o Someone Who's Humng? How mamy op-
portunities did we missed o Wimess to a Lost Friend” How many missed oppor-
munities to mimister to our spowse o Children beacanse we were too prescoupied?
Many of us miszed an opportumity to make an eternal difference in a person’s life
because we failed to seize the moment Has an opporonity ever knocked on youar
door & you were so canght up in other things that it slipped thronzh your fingers?
I'mi comwinced that it has happened to all of us! But I pray that it will stop, and
that we would wake up to the oppornmities that will show up in our lives this
coming year. Andy Stanley made the statement in his book “Visioneering “We
don't need to pray for more Miracles, we just need to be more sensitive to the op-
portunites that God brings our way."” AMEN! Why is it that some people seem to
rake advantage of the opportanites that come their way, while others allow them
to pass them by? It's easy to say, “Well, they were just locky.” I don’t think hack
has anything to do with it, they were just more sensitive to the opportonity God
zave them! I'll never forget the story about the choe salesman that went to Africa.
He was there two weeks & he wrote his cormpany back a lefter saying “Plesse
bring me Home, nobody wears shoes over here ™ They sent another salesman in
his place and in a couple of weeks, he sent a letter back to the company saying,
“Please send all the shoes you can, becanse nobody wears shoes here ..™

We must realize that we have the power to be 2 blessing in someone’s life
even today! This coming year you will have opporunities showing up all areond
you, take advantage of them— don™t wait. S0 many people are waiting on the biz
thing to come around to do. Ciher people say I'm waiting on God o show me
something, while they are already surmpunded by so many needs of others. Don't
walt for someone else to be a blessing! Yiom be a blessing. Tust be faithful m little
things that God puts in vour life. Remember little is mnch when God 1= in it
Building a grest life for Christ is like building a honse, vou build it one block at a
mme. Touch 2 life toeday, tomormow and the newt day, and the next. The Bible savs
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in Ephesijang 5:16-17 “Redeeming the time, becane the days ane
avil. Whargfore be va nof wmwize, g pnderstanding what the will
gf the Lowd iz. ™ I believe (God’s will is for us to ke advantags of
the opportumities He gives us each day. Who will you touch in this
COMInE year?

Words of Wisdom for the New Year

* Mo matter what your past, your foture is spotless. /A

» hpst successes are built on faihores. BIA

* Obstacles are those things youn see when yvon take vour eyes off of

God. W/A

% * Thera's a place for people with no problemes_ its called a cem-
S| etery. N/A

u * Ba a mrile: be makes progress when he sticks his meck out. M/A

= Start by doing the necessary, then what's possible, and suddenly

you are doing the impossible. BAA

Something to think about:

God wants to be a pan of every Little bitty, tepny toy, itsy bitsy,
| thingz in yvour day. But the guestion is will we let Hum?
Stave WHligms i the Pastor of Barry Chapel Baptist Church in
Sprice Pine.

Be strong and of n good courage,

o W =
fear net, ner be afrmd of them: for
the LORD thy God, he [it i5] that deth

go with thee; he will not fail thee, nos
forsake thee. Deuteronomy 31:6

Al
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JUST ONE REQUEST

Dear Master for this coming year
Another year I enter
Its history unknown;

Oh, how my feet would tremble
To tread its paths alone!
But I have heard a whisper,

I kmow I shall be blest;

"My presence shall go with thee,
And I will give thee rest.”
What will the New Year bring me?
I may not, must not know;
Will it be love and rapture,

Or loneliness and woe?
Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper;
I surely shall be blest;

"My presence shall go with thee,
And I will give thee rest.”
—Unknown Author

HIS UNFAILING PRESENCE

Just one request I bring:
I do not pray for happiness,
Or any earthly thing—

I do not ask to understand
The way Thou leadest me,
But this I ask: Teach me to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.
I'want to know Thy guiding voice,
To walk with Thee each day.
Dear Master make me swift to
hear
And ready to obey.

And thus the year I now begin
A happy year will be—

If I am seeking just to do
The thing that pleaseth Thee.
—Unknown Author

EDITOR'S WOTE: Information from Baptist Press was inchided m this article,
which has been updated from a blog post that first appesred on brianopsham:com.

Briean Upshaw iz the Disciple Making Coordinator for N C Baptizt Comven-
tiom in Cary, NC. Az a pastor, I am pazzicwate about Sunday School and small
eroups. My pazsion for Sunday School and small groups goes back fo my
childhood, specifically to a lady named Sue Creech. Most people reading this
article do not know Mrs. Sue, but she iz a lady thar God wsed 1o trangform...
very Seprember, churches across the state of North Caroling pause to reflect
on, celebrate and sacrificially give to the North Careling Mizzions Offering
(NCMOY. The NCMO iz an amual qffering that provides support for the
mimistries gf Baptizes on Mizsion also ows as N.C.

‘ START SOMETHING NEW \

SALES EVENT

SEED

- . -

201 Chrysler Pacifica Touring

2019 Ram 1500's 15 fo choose from-
Uncompromized Wersafiliy!

Maotor Trend of the Year!

2019 Jeep Cherokee's 14 fo choose
from- The New Cherplee Leads the Way!

il

2018 Ram 3500 Crew 4x4
& fo choose from, AN fypes of upfita

2018 Raim 3500 Crew 4xd
Tradsman We will upff i for you.

Y L W :......i_..-._.n.-.ﬂ' ;..:..m '-.-

www.buchananyoung.com
VAR TN Fow {hver 380 Yoar ™
BZ2E-682-2194 Easl Main Streal, Burmasies, HC. 28714

www. bremews. com
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Crossword

ACROSS
lseemg  free afaroff
having leaves (1,3) (Mark 11: 13)
3 of clean and unclean am-
mals, of birds and of all creatures
(Gen 7:7)
O projectile (Job 41:26)
13 them farewell, saymg,
I mmst by all means keep (Acts
18:21) KIV
14 Sell me some property for a
burial _ here (Gen 23:4)
15 one of the minor prophets
16 Take an  of manna and
keep 1t for the generations to
come (Ex 16:32)
17 The God of peace be with you
___ {(Rom 15:33)

18 If anyone worships the beast
and iz and recerves his mark
{(Bev 14:9)
19 the | the rat any kind of
great lizard (Lev 11:29)
21 made the hearts of the people
__ with fear (Josh 14:8)
23 shine before men, that they
may  your good deeds (Mait
5:16
24 Second son of Noah
(Gen.7:13)
25They
(P= 118:12)
27 To the holy and faithful broth-
ersim Chnstat  (Col 1:2)
31 were comforted in your com-
fort:  , and exceedmgly (2 Cor
T:13) (KJV)
33 a people for himself, and to
make  for humself (1.4) (2
Sam 7:23)
34 Then shall the  man leap as
an hart (Jsaiah 35:6)
37 They bmlt asiege  upto
the city (2 Sam 20:15)
40 two stones the waya  cut-
ter engraves a seal (Exod 28:11)
41 so that you may be able to
what 15 best (Phil 1:10)
44 many behieved m
when they
2-13)
45And __ said to Jacob, Feed
me, [ pray thee (Gen 25:30) KJV
47 silver in two bags, with two
__ of clothing (2 Kings 5:23)
48putanendtosm to  for
wickedness (Dan 9:24)
50 LORD =aid to Moses, "Stretch
out your hand overthe  (Ex
14:26)
52 wasteland as his home, the salt
Hatsashis  (Job 39:0)
54 Manasseh and Ephraim were
bom to Josephby  (Gen
46:20)
58 figs, which are zo0
cannot be eaten (Jer 34:8)
50 shoot out the 3
shake the head (Ps 22:7)
60 the wall will cry out, and the
beams of the woodwork will
it (Hab 2:11)
61 a lamp unto my feet, and

unto my path (1,5) (Ps
119:105) KTV
65 Blow the trumpet in Zion;

around me like bees

___ pame,
zaw the miracles (John

sound the
(Joel 2:1)

67 som of Seth (Gen 4:26) KIV
69 First zookeeper

70 the creation itself will be hib-
erated from its bondage to
(Rom 8:21)
713

on ooy holy hill

18 acceptable

to the LORD than zacnfice (Prov

21:3)

T2 for wide 15 the , and
broad 1s the way (Matt 7:13)
73 all the trees of , that
were m the garden of God (Ezek
315

T4 thoughthey _  hke
crimson, they shall be as wool
(2.3) (Iza 1:18) KIV

735 there shall come forth a rod
out of the  of Jesse (Isaiah
11:1)

DOWN

! hurlng stones and shooting

amowsoutof (1.3)(1
Chr 12:2)

2the  thereof was heard in
Pharach's house (Gen 45:16)

3 The man who was healed had
no  who it was (Jobmn 5:13)

4 Zipporah gave birth to a son,

and Moses pamed him ~ (Ex
2:23)

5 Speak to one another with |

hymmns and spiniual songs (Eph
5:19)
6Her 15 to be devoted to the
Lord (1 Cor 7:34)
T units, parts, points
S0LORD.  themimour
day, n cur time make them
known (Hab 3:2)
O when Isaac waz old, and his
eves were  (Gen 27:1)
10Forthe LORD has
agamst s people (1.4) (Mic
6:2)
11 All day long the battle |
and the king of Tsrael (2 Chr
18:34)
12 Thou art my beloved Son;
m I am well pleased (Luke
3N KIV
15 and thou shalt make the
of fine lmen (Exod 28:39) (KTV)
20 I mean not that other men
be . and ye burdened (2 Cor
8:13) (KJV)
22 m the there was a
of dew around the camp (Ex

16:13)
26 deface (Job 30:13) (KJV)
27 Like  full of birds, themr
houses are full of deceit (Jer
527)
28 foryour hittle | and for
your wives (Gen 45:19)
29 Jesus cned out m a loud
voice, "Elol, Eloi,  sabach-
thami?" (Mark 15:34)
30 Salvation 1s found m no one
___, for there 13 no other name
(Acts 4:12)
32 "you are wormed and

about many things (Luke 10:41)
35 Be wise m the way you
toward outziders (Col 4:3)

[y

44

z
42

COPYRIGHT 2018

36 thrust im mto a net and he
wanders mto its (Job 18:8)
38 consciences have been
searedaswith =~ mom
(13)(1 Tim4:2)

30 S, your  has eamed ten
maore (Luke 19:16)

42 Abraham’s son (Matt 1:2)
43 His name was _ and his
wife's name was Abigail (1 Sam
25:3)

46 they decided to __ the
money to buy the potter's field

(Matt 27:6-7)
49 who proclaim peace, who

brmg good  (Isa 32:7)

51 The last that shall

be destmyed 15 death (1 Cor
15:24)

53 whosoever shall exalt him-
self shallbe  (MMatt 23:12)
KV

54 What  thee, O thou sea,
that thou fleddest? (Ps 114:3)
EV

55 and keep some _ between

BIBLEWORDGANES. COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERNVED

the herds (Gen 32:16)
56 Your decrees are the
mry song (Ps 119:34)
57 vour father and your
mother (Exodns 20:12)

59 ye lawyers! forye  men
with burdens (Luke 11:46) (KJV)
62 "Tll send you a young
from my Hock,” he said (Gen
38:17)

63 eitherbe will the one,
and love the other (Luke 16:13)
64 Large crowds followed him,
and he healed  there (Matt
19:2)

66 Peter, however, got up and
___tothe tomb (Luke 24:12)

68 King Solomom's mimes had a
great deal of this

- of

Solution on page 14

www. brenews.com
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The Beauty of Brokenness
By Joyce Meyer

There’s a story abtout a lifile boy who was very poor and
needed shoes. He was standing in fromt of a shoe store,
barefoot and shivering with cold A woman approached
hirn and &sked him why he was standing there, looking
thronzh the window. He mbd her, “Well, ma’am I was ask-
ing God to give me a pair of shoes.™

The woman took the boy into the store, washed his dirty, hare feet and put
new socks and shoes on them The boy was so touched by her compassion that
he azked her, “Ma’am are you God’s wife?” He assumed if she showed him that
kind of love, she nmst be related to God.

This story is one of the best examples of what it means o walk in love. And our
zoal as Christians is to show God's love so people see Jesus shining through us.

It Starts with Commumion

Matthew 2826 (ESV) savs, “Jesus fook bread, and qiter blessing it broke it and
Eave if to the disciples, and said, "Take et thiz is my body. "™ It's interesting to
ses here that Tesus blessed the bread, broke it, and then gave it to the disciples.
We wsually refer to this scripiure when we have connmmion to renund us of the
sacrifice He made for us. And just as He gave His life and was broken for us, we
mmst be broken so we can live for Him. AUTO

We don't like to think abont God breaking us, but 1t°s really a wonderfol thing.
Spe when we're born agpsin the seed of God’s nanwre—all that He iz—is planted

m Malionwide’

to help protect
your many sides.

BURMNSVILLE

in ouT SpPirifs.

First Peter 1:23 says, “Tou have been born again, not or perizhabis reed but of (828)682-2325 TRE NT
imperizshable, through the Ihing and abidmg word of God.” And 1 JTobn 3:9 tells SPRLUCE PINE i nnnoelatan
ns that as believers, “God 5 seed [Hiz principle of life, the essence af His righteous (828)765-2790
character] remaims fpermanantiy] ™ i ws (AME).

This means we have what it takes to be like Jesus and love others the way He MEWLAND

loves us. But we all need God to do 3 work in our sonls for us to be able o walk [ﬂ-ﬂﬂ}?-‘lﬂ-ﬂﬁﬂﬂ

in love. We have to grow spiritually for our soul—mind will and emogons—io be

molded into the image of Christ. WCDOWELL. MADSON, BURKE
We don’t need to pray for God to give us love, because we already have His (866)346-4202

love i ns. We need to pray for Him to show ws how to walk in love. __for God to
do whatewer He nesds to do in our lives sp His love can Sow throngh ws to oth-

ers. When we do, He will deal with whatewer is in ws that is standing in the way:
pride, imfiorzivensess, selfishness, insecurity, fear or any other unzodly attiude or

o How Brolenness Worls TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

mm;ﬂﬂ!ﬁ: IIEMMEWMMIHMTMMWMW B!l s e i e (o Py s b o Ticloml G Py med el el HeScrnesSe raribers e reussd by s el
Poster, and we all are the work of Your hand " (AMEP). I know what it"s like tobe cusngidry. Marlsiraide, B Malirsids Kans Saghe Join the Mallos, Wets paeckes o fu0 & preds B i end e pul

broken and molded by God. T used to have so many problems; I was hard to zet RaRormute Uisiess Irmiminse Conpery, N OTTMAGE ey | ot MsioalInvrance Conpeny. & 2017
glong with and harsh. Thers were 3 lot of things I didn’t inderstand because I had
been mismeared. and I thought it was good to be hard and not let anyone push me
around. I believed everyone else had a problem not me.

I remember praying so diligently for God to change nry bushand, Dave, becanse
if e would mast be the way I wanted him to be, then I would be happy. But ona
day God spoke to my heart so soroaghy and said, “Dave is not the problem.™ My
response was, “Well, who is7 It's just me and him What do yvou mean Dhave is not
the problem™

It was devastating to realize I was really the problem, but it was also the begin-
ning of 3 beantful work God wanted to do in me.

Even though I was burting and hard to zet along with, I really loved God and
wianied to bive for Him bat I had to give Him control 50 He could mold me inf
His image. I began to pray things like, “God, do whatever You need to do in my
Lifie to chanze me. I'm the clay and You are the Potter Fomans §:29 zays you
foreordained me to be molded into the mage of Tesus, and T want to be everything
You created me to be.™

The jourmey hasn't been easy, but I can honestly say that the hardest times In
oy life became blessings becanse God used them to bring me close to Him so 1
could really know Him and grow spiritually. That's His plan for all of His chil-
dren.

I wamt to encourage vou today to spend tme with God and search cut the prom-
ises He has for vou in His Word. Trust His wisdom znd do what He shows you to
da. As yon put your faith in God to break you, meeld you and make you what He's
created you to be, the Potter will make yon an amazing work of His hand!

For more on this topic, order Joyce's four-CT serjes Live 2 Love. You can also
COnEact us to receive our fiee mapazine, Enjoving Evervday Life, by calling (2000
T2T-0673 or visiting wWww joyCemeyer org.

Jopea Meyer iz a New York Timer hestrelling author and founder of Jovee Meyper
Mimiztriez, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, including Bartlgfield qff

rhe Mingd and Overload: How to Unplug, Unwingd and Unleash Tourse(f from the
Precsure gf Stress (Hachetie). She kosts the Exjoyine Everyday Life radio and TF
programs, whick air on hundreds of stafions worldhside. For more imformation,
VESTE WHWW  OVCETHE ar OrE.
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-NEW YEAR SALE-

Mountaineer Pawn

/'I\ | Shop

* All Jewelry up to 50% OFF EVERY DAY!

* We are extending our gun sale on all mark-downs
through January

* Nintendo DS & Wil Games Buy 2 - Get one FREE!

* All DVD's $1.00 each

* 15% OFF ALL CBD Products
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The Smartest Thing You'll Ever Do
By Rev. Mark Creech

The Pralmizt prayed fo od, “Ghve me understanding, thet
I'may learn thy commandments ™ (Psalm 119-73)

T've met a4 Lot of people in rerent vears thet T thowght
were brlliantly smart. In theit presence, I felt mnach like am
intellectnal pypmy. And though I wasn't lecking for fault, I
conldn’t help but notice 3 commeon deficit in some of them:
they had no spirtiual judgment. It wasn't that they were
igmorant. It's just that the things they had leamed and embraced were inconsisbent
with God's Word. Their unbelief had dwarfed theit understanding of what shonld
have been the simplest of life's issues.

Charles Spurgeon once said, “A man without 3 mind is an idiot, the mere mock-
ery of 8 man; and 3 mind without grace is wicked, the sad perversion of 3 mingd ..
Fools can =in, bt only those taaght of God can be holy. We often speak of gifted
men, bt he has the hest gifts to whom Geod has given a sanctified understanding
wherewith to know snd prize the ways of the Lord. - He who made us to live must
make us to leam; be who gave us power to stand must give us grace to under-
stamd

My years ago, I knew 3 man who had lived an impoyverished and rough Life.
He was illiterzte. By the standard of many, be was a bopeless and abject tuffoon.
One day be beard the Gospel of Christ and believed. He stared listening to the
Bible oo cassetie tape. Orver e, be became a chanped man. He was lnumble,
gracious, sincers, and remarkably wise.

The last dime I was with him_ I listened to him teach 3 Sumday- School lesson
that blew me away. He still conldn’t even read but he understood better than most
what life was sbout, and what our Creator-God requires of us.

One of the most judicions individuals to ever live was Eing Solomon, who
said, “Wisdom = the principal thing: thergfore sot wisdom™ (Proverbs 4:7).
Solomon also said, “'Wizdom is berfer than rubies; and all the things that may be
desired are roet to e compared 1o i1 (Proverbs 8:11).

What is wisdom? Wisdomm is different than knowledze. We're living durinz a
time when there is an explosion of knowledge, imlike any e in bumnan his-
tory. Anyone can Zet an edocation today. Illiteracy has nearly been staniped ot
et there seems to be very little wisdom. A wise person knows and comprehends
what's tmue, what's good, snd what's enduring. A wise person has the proper set of
wahaes, and all kmowledze is filtered throngh these moral standards.

Dr. (George Sweeting, former president of Moody Bible Institute, has righthy
concluded:

“The wise man the man who has been piven wisdom from above, is the man
whose life is an open book testifying to the saving grace of Fesns Christ.™

In his epistle, the gpostle James conirasted a life devoid of spiritual judzment
with a life directed by God's wisdom. In chapter 3 and verses 13-18, James said
that there is wisdom from above and wisdom from below. Earthly wisdom, he
zaid, is characterized by envying, sirife. confusion, and every evil work. Wisdom
from above, bowever, is pure, peacezble, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy
and good fruits, and without pardality and hypocrisy.

When James talks sbowt camal wisdom, his description matrhes our nation’s
current political and social climate to a tee. Why can’t we come together? Why
are we seemingly driven further apart with each passing year? It's becauzse we
have thrown out what God has ssid or we've revised or redefined it to suit onr
sepeaons desives. We have become slaves o our passions and pleasures, and these
push ns to malice jealousies, bitterness, greed, spite. and hatred

Cicers said, “Tf is insatiable desires which over-num not onby mdivideal men,
but whole families, and which even bring dowm the state ™

Is there any hope? Wise Eing Solomon also instmcted: “Trust in the Lomd
with all thing heart and lean rot unto thing own understanding. In ail thy ways
ackowledes him, and he shal direct fiy paths.” (Proverbs 3.5, §).

Dharing the third cenmry, the Bishop of Carthage, Cyprian, wrote to his friend
Domams: “It is 3 bad world, Donams, an mcradibly bad wrorld. Bui I have discow-
ered in the midst of it a quiet and good people who have leamed the grear secret
of life. They have found a joy and a wisdom which is 2 thowsand times better than
any of the pleasures of our sinful life. They are despised and persecnted, but they
care not. They are masters of thedr spuls. They have overcome the world. These
people, Donstus, are Christians . and T.am one of them ™

Will you become “one of them™ in 20197 Will you furn away fom your sins,
deny yourself, and receive Christ? Will you pray with the Psalmist, “Give me
inderstanding, that I may learn thy commandments™?

All of this may seem an overly simplistc answer o life’s many conflicts. But
trust me. It's the right start for 3 Mew Year and a new life. It's the smartest thing
you will ever do. It's what our entire nation desperately needs.

Reverend D Mark Creech is Exvecunive Divector af the NC Chriztian Achon
League. You may contact kim at rev.markereechi@christianactionleague.org or
A1 FET-O506

fhm ...and

Beneath the Surface

Ev Ken and Jan Merop
Aveary County

Throughout the winter months, Twonld find
myself looking =t the areas that wonld be in
bloom come spring.

Everything was domant the first fallanin-
ter/spring when we first moved to the Morth
Carolins momtains. 5o, I had no idea what
was beneath the surface. In face T didn®t knoar
anything was beneath the surface. The stick-like bushes cum::l:.rwermtpmtry...
yet Hydrangea and Flame Azaleas were waiting their tum fo wow us._along with
oiher varieties. [ couldn’t imagzine what their buds held.

But, now I can picture the colorful armay of perennials that are preparing to
bloom. AndT can't wait to see if the bulbs we planted in a newly formed rock
garden last fall will indesd burst forth and brighten the landscaps in spring and
SOIIMBT.

Life is like the seasons.

We experience the gloom of long winter nights when sickmess or even death
knock at the door of family or frends. Yet, in the nudst of the cold realites of
life, gentle snow falls ffom beaven's storebouse and blankets the world in winter
white.

The parity of the glistening snow refreshes and restores a measure of hope.
Crther days we breathe in the refreshing cold air sccompanied by bright sunshine
and ke 3 walk knowing these days will pass, too. Thess are the days of prayer,

Ar lazt what we've been waiting for arrives. The winter of our sorrom passes
nd we move foraard with expectancy mnte what God has for us as Aprl and May
begin to bud. We hold ooto the hops that 8 spring snowstorm won't freezs the
beanty we've longed for Sometimes it does, though Then we sunomon mora
faith that we'll bask in the sunshine of spring and sunumwer and the bloom of batter
bealth in the days shead.

Ecclesizstes 3: 1, 2, 4, WLT reminds us, “"For evarytfong there i g seqson, a
nima for every acmnity under heaven. 4 Gme to be born and a fime fo die. 4 tme
T plant and @ me 1o harvest..a ime fo ory and a time 1o lough. 4 fime o grieve
and @ fme fo dance. ™

Expect the God of Creanon and Lover of our sounls to be present in every sea-
zon becmse “Crod har made everything beautiful for it own time. He has planted
atgrnity i the uoman hearet. ™ (s 11

He is benesth the surface (as well as above and around) causing us to bloom
whers wa are planted. And dance! Salah

FROSTY COVERING

The guier expectation alive within the snowy atmesphere
WS an invitation for s to walk slowly nnder its canopy.
As we inhaled the claan monnain air and
ebserved the delicate efchings af the smow’s designs,
we hoowriated in the ardstry of onr Creator’s hand.
AN thimgs were creqied through Him and for Him.
And He iz before all things, and i Him
all things consist ™

Colossians I: 16 & 17

Een and Jan love residing in the monntmns gf Avery County.  Fizit Jan'’s new Blog
il paseandconsider mat, Journeying with Jam; and Een's photas ar kenmeroppho-
ToErapiy. com.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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New Life for the New Year
Pastor Terry Cheek
McDowell County

By the Lord’s amazing Grace, we fnd oursebves at the
beginning of another Mew Year! 2019 is im front of us
and once again we are asking the question; what will I do
with it? By the way, it"s a healthy guestion to ask. There i
is & lot to be =xid shout making plans, commitments prumssmdﬂmﬂnpupl—
lar resolution for a new vear. However, it is more difficnlt to leok back and say we
hawe kept them Feeping any plan, conumitment promise or resolution requires
that we embrace with our beart what is necessary to fulfill the expactations placed
upon our lifs. Let's spend some time on that thoaght.

Every year we make promises with the fullest intention of keeping them. hlay-
be we're going to drop a few pounds, or quit smoking, or get away from inumoral-
ity, maybe we're going to get back in church or quit drinking or doing drugs. Hav-
ing the best intention’s, we oo often find ourselves falling short, year in and year
out. With it comes the fesling of being a failhuore. You ket yourself down, maybe
even your family, friends or a spouse. Why? Why do you fa3il? The Bible contains
the answer, and some words of encouragement for vou, please keep readmg!

First, we must realize we don’t hawve what it takes to overcome the pitfalls of
lifie. The pirfalls of life comes from sin and within each one of ns is a sin natra.
Maybe vou have never heard of that. Simply put we are bom separated from God
beczuse of the inberited sim of Adam snd Eve. We are told in Fomans 3:10 “24s i
i writlen, There iz none righteous, no, not one” and agam in Fomans 3:23 “For
all have simmed, and come short gf the glory of God, " we cannot within ourselves
overcome the sin namre within us. That doesn®t mean we should give up and
suimit to sin. We should flee from it Sin is fom the devil and if we resist kim_ he
will fiee fromm s, There is the problem. We don't necessanily want to resist sin. As
& mater of fact, from birth sin is ponmal and accepiable and even welcome.

Second, as nommal and acceptable as sin is we have to understand there is a
consequence or penalty that comes with sin. Every one of ns are headed for this
penaliy. Motice with me Fomans §:23 “For the wages af sin iz death,; but the gift
af God i1 efernal Ijfe through Jesus Christ our Lord ™ Sin has 3 death penalty.
This death penalry is an eternal death, 3 death beyond our hesrthest. That isn’t
VETY encouraging news to begin 3 Mew Year with, is it? If we stopped nght here,
we could find no hope and have no confidence moving into 2019, but the Bille
confimaes so let’s confinue in it! God has a gift. A payment for the penalty (comse-
quence) of sin, a payment that takes the place of an eternal death. God offers eter-
nzl Life as a substitute for eternal death. Think of i this way. We all have debt of
some type, a house or car, another large purchase. Suppose someone just stepped
up and paid it all off and let you keep the purchase. How awesome would that be?
You see we all were born with a sin debt that we could not pay.

Third, the etermnal life that God offers was provided by Fesns Christ! Jesus paid
the debt for our sin. Fomans 5:8 “Hur God commendeth ks love fovweand uz, in
rhat, while we ware vet sinngrs, Cheist died for us. " Commendath is an old Eng-
lish word that simply means God shows or displays, in this case His love. Even
while we are living with a sin natare embedded in our Ives and having no hope,
Tesus died for you! He

did this o prevent yon
from dying an eternal Necw Year Kesaledion
death All the pleasares I Be &nd v Ve one
Emﬁidmm 2. Cert’ dsen mL'fq’f?.t" ol
example, drink T et
E e D R e
ing, dmgs, immoralicy, = v'.__.
zreed, lying, cheating. of . ST e 1
They are short lived i (Fe Fer Aedlidas
pleasure, short lived & Pray offen
because the end is 3. Be petnctoal
b mI [:lremn;ta 5. Less daydreasnng

P, Lmarm g men ."rl"-".::_.'-'rl'

simners becanse we sin,
). Kand srore doods

we sin bacause we are '1)
simmers! Jesus is the -
salvation of sinners.

Fourth, how does Jesus remedy our sin nanoe. I'm glad you ask! Your Bible
tells you in Fomans 10:9-10 “That {f thou shalt corfess with thy mourh the Lord
Jezus, and shalt balieve in thine heart that God hath raized him fram the dead,
thow shalt be saved. (10} For with the heart man believeth unio righieousness;
and with the mouth confession iz made unie sahvation. ' Simply put, confiess and
believe! Confess that Fesus and only Fesus can save you Thete is no other person
who can take the place of Jesus Christ as your savior. You must be willing to
confess that. To confess Jesus as your savior yon must believe that God did raise
Jesus from the dead. That's mght, it's no fairy tale. Jesus reswmection is a real-
ity yon must accept by faith, then by that same faith confess Jesus as the only
forgiveness of sin, your sm'

This miracle is called being borm azain! Having this new life in Jesus Christ
zives you His presence daily, That's right, Christ lwves within yvoo. In thart fact is
the strength you need to folfill your Mew Year resolutions. Whatever the chal-
lengs, commitment or resobofion may be with Jesus in vour Life you will have
what it fakes to make the right decisions and you will have the faith o let God
lead you to success His way in 20019 Accept Jesus as Lord and Savior for the
Wew Year and find happiness and success you never imagined. Until next month
may God keep you fimmly in His grp!

Tarry Chesk iz pasior gf Calvary Missionary Bapiist Church in Marion NC. Tou
can contact Terry By email af ferrycheekt 3 gmail com or By phone ar (525} 460-
120

Jackson Hewitt

No Fee
Refund Advance

You could get up to

*3900

0% APR Loan

et e T e e l CEEEe TR T —rrd it T s e

911 W. Union St. Morganton, NC

ph: 828-433-4455
fax: 828-433-4488
inside Wal-Mart
828-433-2243

www.jacksonhewitt.com

WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS A

HAPPYNEW YEAR
LOOKING FORWARD TO SERVING

SPRUCE PINE TIRE
SERVICE

977 Oak Avenue
Spruce Pine, NC
8§28-765-2186

warw brenews. com
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L&B FURNITURE

McDowell County’s Largest Selection of Furniture
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/ All Mattresses 40-60% OFF
a3 Adjustable base starting at $799
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Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion. NC

Tumday - Friday  Saturdsy  Sanday & Monday
ame - épre  10am - 4pem Closed

(B28) 652-7667

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Are Screens Affecti
Our Children's Brains

By Dr. Jun Denison

The MNational Institates of Health {MIH) has been studying *
the effect of screen time for children. The preliminary results
are in and they're not good.

The INIH report shows that nine- and ten-year-old children
who spend more than two hours in front of 3 screen sach day
score lower on thinking and langnage tests. This is ttoubling
since the average “tweenager” spends up to stz hours a day on their tablet or
phone.

In additdon, scientists have found that children with daily screen usage of more
than seven hours show premanire thinning of the brain cortex. This is the owber-
mpst layver that processes infonmation froom the physical world. While it's too soon
to know with cerfainty that screen time nsage cansed the changes to the children’s
brains, scisntists will be monitoring this relationchip caraflly.

Are your children addicted to technology?

The MIH report is just one example of the srowme effect of technolory on our
children. Another study related smartphone nse by children to sleep deprivation
and other problems associated with poor attention spans. This is slarming since
two-thirds of children take their smartphomes to bed with them.

Cme gronp of scientists found that the more tme four-vesr-olds spent interact-
ing with media the shorter their sleep was at ages four and six. A smdy poblished
by Harvard Medical School has shown that biue-tinged light emitted by devices
such as smarfphooes and tablets suppresses the production of melatonin, a slesp-
induring hormone vimal to good sleep.

Counselors wam thar digital addiction 1= 3 growing problem The compulsion to
contimee playing video games or using technplosy is escalating Ching has identi-
fied internet sddiction as one of its main poblic health risks. In some parts of Asia,
digital addiction rates may be as high as 26 percent.

Amongz American children between the ages of eight and eighteen atound &
percent conld already be classified as addicted. A 2010 study found that children
in this age sroup spend more than seven hours a day Consmming media.
dependence, exireme change of personality, isolation, and physical signs during
withdrawal.” It’s not surprising that researchers encourage parents o limdt and
monitor their children’s screen ime.

Practical ways to manage technology

In The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday Steps for Puiting Technology in Its Proper
Place Andy Crouch offers practical commitments parents can make to help their
children and family manaze technology. Amone them-

* Tum off techmology one hour a day, one day 8 week and one week a vear.

= Use screens fior a purpose and together rather than ammlessly and alone.

= Dedicate car time to conversation with no trechnology:

= Be sure spouses have each other’s passwords and parents have complete ac-
cess to their children’s devices.

I would add this: conmmumity is vital to our sonls. We were made to do life to-
gether BEvery image of the church in the Mew Testament is collective—a vine with
many branches, a body with mamy pants.

By contrast, technology isolates us. For every family that plays a wideo game
together. there are muoltimdes of children (and parents) whoe play them slone. A
computer or handheld device is intentionally tselating It's hard for taro people to
uze one kevhoard or focus on the sawme screen.

Such ivolation can be devastating.

The Wall Streat Jourzal is reporting that loneliness undermines health and is
linked fo early maortality. If is worse for lonzevity than being obess or physically
: E

While technology can foster a sense of commmunity thronzh social media, it's
with those we love. A screen is not a parent.

“We are familiar with his evil schemes™

Here's the botom fine: God intends parents to be the pastors of their farmilies.
We cannot delegate their souls fo their teachers at school, ministers at choch, or
friends online.

Fathers are told to “bring [children] wp in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord” (Ephesisns §.4). We are to value our children as “a heritage from the
LOFRD” (Pealm 127-3).

COme of the many reasons I admire the Jewich cultare is its commitment to the
home and family. The father is responsible for tesching the Torah to his children.
The parents are responsible for modeling Jewish faith and culture. The survival
and prosperity of the Jewish people across forty cenmries are larzely due to this
passionate commitment of each peneranion to the e,

The family is God’s imvention and design for us (Geaesis 1:28). But the devil
hates all that God lowves. If be can nse techoolosy to isolate children from their
parents and infect them with pomoeraphy, violence and digital addiction, he will
Baul said of Satan, ““We are faniliar with his evil schemes™ {2 Coninthisns 2:11
MLT). Can yom =ay the samea?

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

Jim Denizor PRI speaks and writes on cultural and contemporary issues. His
deify columm iz diztributed to more than 113,000 subzcribars in 208 counirias.
See more on the webzite vww.denizorforum.org. Copyrighted and prinied by
parmiszion from Denizon Forum.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

www. brenews. com
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Gardner-Webb University

Job Titles and Jesus
By Dr. Tracy Jessup

“John to the seven churches that are in dsia; Grace o you
ard peace from kim whe 3 and whe was and whe i5 o come,
and from the seven spirits who are bgfbre his throme, and
Jrom Jeswr Christ, the faitigfll wimezs, the firsiborm of the
dead, and the ruler of the bings of the earth. To him who
lover ur and freed us from our sins by kis blood, and made
ur fo be a Emedom, priesis serving his God and Farher, fo
him be glory and dominion foraver and ever dmen. — Revelation 1:4-6

Crften, T am kidded about the length of my title snd I sometmes am asked to
describe what if is that I do ar Gardner-TWebb University. In a September 7, 2017
article om Forbes com entitled “How [mportant is Your Job Titde? contmibutor
Ashley Stahl poses this scenario:

If vou saw “Paranoid in Chief™ at Yahoo on an application that you were
evalating, would vou koow that title is for the person in charge of all mformation
sequrity &t Yaboo! More importanchy, wonld you believe it7 It looks more like a
book title than a job tite. And you don't want to be HE's resume enfertainment on
their hmch ™ Stahl conchides. “When applying for a job vou not onky give a job
fitle, but what thar job entmils ™

In writing to the seven chorches in A:ia the Apostle JTohn beging the commn-
nication of the revelstion by stating titles of God the Father such as “him who is
arid who was and who is fo come,” (v 2) and “the dipha and the Omesa...who is
and whe was and who is fo come, the Aimighty ™ (v. ). The work of God the Son
is described in even more detail  Jesus Christ is “the finhftd wimess, the firse-
born qf the dead, and the ruler gf the kingz gf the earth ™ He also is the one “who
loves uz and freed ws from owur sins By kis Blood, and made us fo be a bngdom,
priests serving his God and Father™ (vv. 3-6). All of these fitles and descriptions
reinfiorce the truth that this is the Almizhty God sending grace and peace o his
SETVANLS.

At the end of 8 sermon on Tsaiah %8, Ken Langley, pastor of Christ Commu-
nity Chuarch in Fion, Ilingis, shared the story of Aragom in I B B Tolkien's The
Bemm of the King the fimal book m The Lord of the Fings mrilogy. “Arazom the
rightful king of the west, has long labored in obsourity, forgeing kingly comforts
to serve his subjects and fight their battles, repeatedly risking his life for them
At last he prevails over the forces of the dark lord, and is poised to enter the city
where he will mule at last. When Aragom enters the forified city of Mins Tirith
for the first fme as king, the city's steward proclaims Aragom's royal pedigree for
all the ciizens to bear: “Here is Aragom son of Arathom, chiefiain of the Dune-
dain of Amor, Captain of the Host of the West, bearer of the Star of the Morth,
wielder of the Sword Feforged, victorious in battle, whose hands bring healing,
the Elfstone, Elessar of the line of Valandil, Isildur's son, Elendil's son of Mu-
menor Shall he be king and enter e the Ciry and dwell thera?*

Tohn writes of mpother Fing - “Tesus Christ, the faithfil wimess, the firsthom of
the dead and the mler of the kings of the earth. . who loves us and freed ws from
omr sins by his blood, and made us to be 2 kingdom, priests serving his God and
Father” Shall he enter our hearts, our churches, and our Chrisfian umiversites and
dwell thera? Lat it be so.

Prayer. Lord, we acknowladge who you are and pray that your kingdom will
come and your will be done on earth as it is in beaven,

D Tracy Jersup sermear a5 vice president for Christian Life and Service and
senior minisier fo the Unnersity. He s a graduate of Gardner-Webb with a B4
i Music and earned his W Div. degree af Samford Unnversity s Beeson Divinaly
School. He completed kis Ph D). at the University of Nebrazta-Lincein. He alzo
teaches in the undergraduate depariment gf religtows shudies and erjoys the op-
portunily o semae the local church through interim pastorates, pripi? supply, and
preaching revival services. He and hiz wife, Tereza, have rwo children, Christian
and dnna.

Located in the North Caroling foofhills, Gardner-Webh Lniversity is a private,
Christian, liberal arts weiversify that prepares siudents fo become critical think-
orz, gffectne leaders and compazsionate semanis in the global community. Em-
Phasizing a strong student-centered experience and rigorows academics, ardnar-
Wabh igniter lagrning and service opportunities fhe undereraduate and sraduate
studenis. Jenite your future af Gardner-Fabbadu

Freedom Life Enterprises:
* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

» Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 - B28-559-2700

SafePlace

Reflections for the Future
By Tracy Black
Mitchell County

Since we are observing the passing of another year and
looking toward the fisture, I think it's mmportant o look
back at where we came from.

My things have changsd at SafePlace since its Incep-
tion 23 vears ago.. S50 many personalities among the staff
and the Beard of Directors have come and gone but there
remains ome constant, a deep and sbiding love for those we serve.

That tone was sef by our original Executive Director, Joan Crummy. Joan gave
strength o the women who peeded her and was “harsh™ to anyone who stood
between her client and the justice she deserved. She sef in motion the passion for
this work that is stll very much alive today.

Mext came Barb Fobns, Barb always gave every woman the atfention she need-
ed but was never shy to give you the “motivational kick in the bufi™ you needed to
gat you going. The preatest gift she left with us was teaching us to “abways lsten
to our wictims. They will teach vou more than any book ever will ™

Cymthia Mash has worked tirelessly on the board over the vears. She has served
in every aspect most notably 3s board President. Cynthia’s pentle and quiet
strength has imspired conntless women and she is an important part of why we are
what we are.

Lisi Szymezyk is a strong and dynamic woman, She served as board President.
Lisi mever besitated to roll up ber sleeves and do whatever work needed to be
done. She expected excellence from those around ber and we hope that we have
lived up to those expectations.

Diavid Pike was next to serve at the belm of the SafePlace ship. He contimaed
the maditions that were set by his predecessors and was directly responsible fior
equipping us o be more efficient nto the next decads.

Connie Sedberry served SafePlace for over 17 vears holding the position of
Executive Director for § years. Connie’s forte was sorong financial manasement
and inspiring people with kindwess amd compassion. She firmly believed that pre-
venfing violence through education was the only hope of eradicating Interpersonal
violence and it is in that direction she has taken us.

Today, Loren Grano setves as Board President and [ am honored to serve as
#n Interim Execntive Director as this agency begins the hard work of finding the
exact right person to lead us into the fomre.

As 2018 ends and 2019 begins, our collectve prayer bere is that one day soom
we will be gble to close and lock the doors of SafePlace becanse there is no longer
vy domestic vielence, rape or sexual assanlt. Undl then we will work with love
and compassion nilizing the gifts that were miven us by those who came before
us.

Tracy Black is the Associate Director for Mitchall County SgfeFPlace. She can ba
reached at 818-765-4015 or tracyeblackiabalisouth nat.

_|

Sodution on page 14

© SiadcPoni Sedn
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Dave Ramsey

Tax Reform and You
By Rachel Cruze

Tazes, everyone’s favorite subject.

There's been a lot of buzz about the new tax reform
hardzr_ﬁmdmﬂlail the changes taking place this year,
the thought of filing your taxes can feel overwhelming
2t best. While most of these changes shonld simplify the
process, 3 lot of people are wonderimg how this reform
will impact them and their bank scoounts.

The zood pews is there are some nice things in store
for most people with the tax reform. Let’s walk through a few you should know
before filing your taxes.

Updated Tax Brackets and Lower Income Tax Fates

The new tax brackets and income tax rates are one of the most talked about
changes when it comes to the tax reform The main thing you should know is that
the seven max brackets we already have in place will stay that way, bt tax rames for
each are poing doem through 2025, For example. if you're single making 550,000
& year, vour tax rate will drop from 25 percent to 22 percent. In 20248, these cuts
will expive. nnless there is snother bill in the funire that changss. For now, peaple
are paying lass in taxes.

The New Standard Deduction

The standard deduction is dollsr amoumt that you're able o deduct from
your taxable income. Under the new reform, the standand deduction has nearly
doubled! Before the reform, the standard deducton for an imdividosl was 55 350,
Mow, it's 12,000, For a married couple it used to be $12,700, and that bas gone
up to 524,000, So, if you're singie and would nommally do an itemized deduction,
if it equals less than 512000 vou would take the standard deduction instead.

Changes for Married Couples

Marned couples will rejoice this tax season. Before the tax reform some mar-
ried taxpayers were thonped into 8 higher tax bracket when they combined their
mromes. The new tix brackers have doubled for people filmg jomtly, @0 no maore
marriaze penaltias this mme!

Updated Child Tax Credit

Paople with kiddos will be happy with af least one part of the new tax reform.
Previously, parents who made less than $110,000 jointly and 575,00 mdividwally
received a 51,000 tax credit for qualified children under age 17. Mow, that credit
has increased o §2,000 and the income londts were raised to 400,000 jointly and
3200,000 mdividually. If you have kids and fall below those income levels, that’s
52,000 back in vour pocket!

More Reason fo Give

If there wasn't enough incentive for charitable giving before, there is now. Be-
fore these changes. taxpayers used to be able to deduct up to half of their mcome
in qualified charitable donations. That limit has been mcreased to 60 percent of
your mcome!

Thesa are just a few of the changes from the reform. If you still feel over-
whelmed, don't worry. Even the IRS is scrambling to keep up with the changes
this year. If there ever was a thne to coasider hiring a professional to do your
faxes, this would be the time to do it. Yoo don’t want fo goess on your taces!

About Rachel Cruze

Az a # New York Timves best-seliing author and host gf The Rachel Cruze Show,
Rachel helps people learn the proper waps fo handle mongy and suay out qf deby.
She & authared three best-seiling books, including Love Your Life, Nor Theirs and
Smart Mongy Smart Eids, which she co-wrote with her fother, Dinve Ramszey. Jou
can follow Cruze on Twitter and Instagram af (@Rache!Cruze and online at rach-
elcruze.com, voriube com/machelcruze or facebook comrachelramsaycruze.

PAPPY'S

GUNSMITHING & BACKWOODS LIVIN

* NEW LOGATION *

Dhsabled Veteran
Owned and
Operated

* Full Service Gunsmithing
* Dutch ovens

* Survival foods & more

* Essential oils

* Qutdoor cooking systems

612 West US Hwy 19E Bypass » Burnsville, NC 18714
facress from ID Bank}

0 » pappyia baclwoods-Tivin. com

Burke United (

2018 Was a Good Year
By David Burleson
Burke Covnty

The holidays are & very special dme for everyone at
Burke United Christian Mintstries (BUCK). With the
halp of our wonderful community and some very special
elves, our ministry was blessed to distribute over 20
Senior Santa bags and reat bags for some very special
individuals. BUTCH slso had the privilege of hosting
Santa for those we serve. Abiz thank yon for everyone imvolved, especially EIf
Terre, Chefs Wendy and Sammy, our staff and all of our soup kitchen teams.

BUCH is truly blessed to have the greatest volumteers ever. Om December 12,
we felebrated Christmas with our wolnnfesrs and Santa. Char soup kitchen teams
prepare home cooked mezls every day, our food harvesters collect food from our
SPONSOrng grocery stores and restaurants, our paniry workers assist our clients
when they shop and then stock the shelves, the clothing store volunteers help sor,
price stnck and sell clothes and our clothing closet voluntesrs belp stock the closet
snd assist clisnts and the homeless with their shopping. The majority of our wol-
untesrs work approvimately four hoars per week . I would encourage anyone whao
has 3 little thne to assist others, to congider coming by BUCK and talking with
our vohinteer coordinator, Elizabeth Morris or me shout the many opporiumnities
that are available. Fost email us at bormdirector’@ gmail com, call (B28) 433-8073
or come by and visit. mmmﬂammﬂummmm@
on the face of the earth who reflect this nation’s compassion, unselfish caring,
patence, and just plam loving one another.” - Emma Bombeck

Looking back, 2018 has been 3 tuly outstanding vesr at BUCK. With the
support of our sustaining charches, commmnnity donors, volunteers and staff the
needs of many have been met.  Last vear at the Burke United Christian Minismoies
2 total of 48,330 individuals were served representing 22 210 bruseholds. These
services inclnded providing over 66 500 meals. distributing ower 200,000 Ths. of
food from our feod pantry, assisting 4 320 clients with woch needed clothes and
providing crver 5128 000 in crisis assistance to families in need.  Currently, we
average over 70 client assists per day and you can imagine how much fiood and
clothing are necessary to meet the ever-increasing demands for our ministry.

In 2018 BUCHK was once agaim honored to partmer with Burke United Way, the
Burke County Schoeols, and the Oumreach Center to meet the back to school needs
of our students. With a zrant from United Wy and the Burke Componity Foun-
dation Youth Philanthropists, we were able to belp almost §00 children with back
to school clothes, shoes, coats and other necessities.

Alsp, the many food and clothing drives in 2018 have been instumental in al-
lowing ws to minister to our clients. A big thanks to schools, clubs (especially the
Freedom and Patton Anchor Chabs, chorches, osinesses, and others that assisted
with these drives. With the suppaort of the HOWE (Homeless Outreach Warming
Twitiative) commirtes assistance was provided to over 390 homeless clients. With
the assistance of the First Methodist Church of MMorganton and Birch Mchlurray
and Chris Witherspoon, over 50 loads of fitewoesd were delivered to those in need.
From clothes to showers, food to encouragement, we take very sersously ouar min-
isiry to the homeless of Burke County.

The successes of 2018 have motvated BUCH o expand our ministory for
201%. The need for education advancement is a prorty for many we work with at
BUCM. Because of a very gener-
ous donanon from the emploveas
of JTames Tool and primcipal owner,
Jaff Toner, 3 compater 1ab amd
education resource room has heen
established at the Burke Mission
Stanom. With this new Life En-
richrment Center and the suppont
of Western Piedmont Comnmonity
Colleze, the Burke United Christian
Minisiries is offermg GED and ESL
classes for anyone in our community who need them. With the support of the
Connmmity Foundstion of Burke Comnty and the parmership of Blue Ridge Com-
oty Action, a Circles Program will be offered in 2019, This program provides
classes in financial literacy, healihy eatmg and living, job traning. parsntine and
provides the oppornity for participants to be exposed to the many respurces m
Burke Coumty: Char wision for the funme for the Life Enrchment Center will bea to
offer evening and suoumer tutoring for our younger clients, provide chients the op-
portunity to take online college classes, provide job skills raining and bodzeting
classes, and provide clients access to job vacancies. By working closely with the
Comnnmmity Foundation of Burke County, cooking classes, mumition ¢lasses and
food preservation classes will be offered  BUCA truly believes that education is
the key to enhancing the quality of life for our clients.

The Burke Unifed Christisn Mimisiries” facility got a facelifi in 2018, With a
grant from The Cannon Foundation, our paniry moved to the old clothes sorting
area and the cuorent panoy was converted o 3 welcome center and craft area.
This grant also provided fimding to uperade our soup kitchen in order to better
serve our clients along with additional shewrers for the homeless. We also plan to
enlarge our Saved for You Clothing and Craft Store with a grant from the Huff-
man-Cormwell Fonndation to better serve our costomers.

These upgrades and enhancemenis provided by our commumity will be in-
stumental in supporting those we serve in the fotore. With continued support,
encouragement and the prayers of the supporters of BUCK the fonare looks very
bright. My God richly bless yon in this new year.

David Burleson iz Director qf Burke United Christian Mmistries
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Mpst likely, you are thinking the same thing that Tam
thinkmg: where did 2018 go?7!! It surely seems that the |
older we get, the faster the years pass by. The begmming of |
2 new year is often filled with many resohitions that often
soom fall by the wayside. T have often thought thar the first
few months of A year would be the parfect ime to be an
exercise equipment salesman! Others look at a new year
and regard it as a clean slate. To them, this is a chance to make things better.

Tragically, many of these resolutions fall by the wayside within the first few
months of the year. The treadmill becomes 3 rack on which clothes can be humg.
Pesolatons fo become a better person often fade with the passing of tme, leaving
individuals more dishesrtened than ever before. What happened? Why did these
resolations that were made sincerely seem to fall so guickly by the way=ide?

Omne of the greatest problems with many resohutions is the basis on which they
are made. For some, the motivation is a selfish motivation to zain greater favor or
sccepiance with certain individnals. For others, the motivation is to create what
they regard a: a more favorabls life. Whils other momvations can be listed the
problem with such motivatons is they are often insufficient fo sustain endoring
change. For example, the person who seeks acceptance buat fails to discowver it will
often be guick to sbandon the resohition. When a more favorable life seems umat-
tainable, people are quick to abandon the resolution they thought would prodoce
that. These resolnmons are mot rosted in that which is gomg o last.

When it comes to the matter of resphutions and desiring change, one canmot do
=0 successinlly without relving on God, the One responsible for changing lives.
Those who accept Him as Savior are described as “new creamres™ in 2 Corinthi-
mms 5:17. He desires to make us more like Him and 15 constantly af work in ouar
hearts to achieve His goal, but He will not force His way upon aonybody. When we
submit ourselves to His plan and depend npon His soength we will discowver the
strangth to make truly tasting resolutions — resolutions that have etemal benefit
We will discover the jov of a life that is well-pleasing to Him  Such a resohation is
the greatest resolution one can make!

Pastor Dan Quralls iz pastor Morganton Baprict Church. Check ur ouf on our
walbsite www morgahionbapiist net or find us on Facebook and YouTiibe.

Happy New Year!

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

Thrift Store
Furniture Drive

.
2 _-.:t‘;l.r-

:!1.'.:_‘-;-!, !

: -pi'"?' o,

"'-p-'l"l .

1- - .i.'-._?(_ﬂ

Clear Clutter Change Lives

For more Information Contact

Ginger Robinson at:

(828)-688-6400
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0 Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you.
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stop‘i:_!r},nur manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heating your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure
to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has

weather proot polywood turniture, customizable fire pits, and our &=
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and

styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g L
work. Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive
- Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777

No matter what time of the year,

'.-nw.rhnmmmm
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!.FTiends & Family
'End of Season Sale
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105 WEST MAIN STREET ) Ac
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BURNSVILLE, NC 28714

828-398-5943
CELL 828-385-3243

MOUNTAINTIMEONMAINST.COM
CHONEYCUTT@BUCKSTOVE.COM

Hlarrcell Hill k-
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Grass Fed Beef For Sale
USDA Inspected
Shrink Wrapped & Labeled
No Added Hormones
No Antibiotics
Locally Grown

1/4 - 1/2 & Whole SEiS

- El=
HarrellhillFarms@aol.com
828-467-0280
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Apply today!
Three Easy Steps

Step 1:

Complete Your NC Residency Form

Step 2:

Complete Your McDowell Tech Application
Step 3:

Complete Your Financial Aid Application

www. mcdowelltech.edu/admissions/

828-652-6021 M _ *‘“
Spring Registration
Going on Now!
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PruittHealth Home Health
would like to take the
aus " opportunity to serve you
-'i Pru ltt in your time of need! We
. strive to provide the best

quality services for your
home health needs.

Avery County:
(828) 733-1550

Our services include:

* skilled nursing

* physical, occupational
and speech therapies

* medical social work

* home health aides

Mitchell County:
(828) 688-3421

Yancey County:

(828) 682-7825 We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding

counties.
Pruitthealth.com e
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