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Adoption Not Abortion

Shock
By Cyndi Harrell McDaniel

When I first heard abowt the MNew York legizlstion on
shortion I remsained gquiet while T tried to ket what hap-
pened sink in. All day I read post after post on Facebook of B
ouiraged people expressing their feelings. I felt like I was
kind of in shork  That whoele first day I just kept thinking
that this has to be joke. How could someons abort a full tfemm baby? As that firss
day ended and the nexi dzy dawned I began to let the reality of what COULD
have been, nan from my mind to ooy beart. I felt wamm tears mn dowm my face
and I felt like I could barely breath. I dida’t audibly say anything to any one, vet 1
just silenthy cried out to my Heavenly Father This one hit close o home for me.
It was personal. This could have affected our family. Chor bovs. Our sons! Mot
just one son, THEEE sons! I had already held one son in oy amms as he took his
last breath and it snddenby hit me we conld have been mitms three more. Yon
zep nry hushand mnd I have thres adopted boys from a special needs adoption
sgency in the heart of Mew York City. (JToseph) a Hispanic 26 week gastation
micro-presmie who has spastic gnadriplegic Cerebral Palsy and eats by G-mubs,
{Taden) 3 30 week pestation, Jamaican cocaine baby, A micro preemie with 3
severe lnng disease and (Facob) a Puerte Rican cocaine baby with severe ADHT
Twro of the birth moms kept their pregnancies from their families so they could
place the babies for adoption. To the best of my knowledee those srandparents
do not even koow our boys exist. All three boys” parents lived m Mew Yook City
=t the time of their births and chose lifefadoption) for them when they were bom.
They chose Adoption not Abortion. Each mother knew that they camied a son who
was special needs | there were disabilifies present, or at least the strong possibil-
ity it would present itcelf after delivery. Thankfully each mother stll choze Life.
What if those birth morns were pregnant now? Each of them presented with a
stereptypical (reason) for sbortion.  They conld heve been pressured or pressmed
with the choice to abort our sons afier they found out sbout the disabilities. I
couldn't even imagine life withowt the light our boys shed on our famdly and
those who know them. If yon conld jost see (and hear ) The sonnd of our severaly
handicapped son singing at the top of his longs to praise mnsic or bear him calling
me fromm the pext room “moem you goda see this”, Dance partes in his room. His
teacher taught him the Christian praize song Flawless and that linde boy will look
atns and say, “God mads Joe Joe Flawless” and know what? He did! God made
our Joseph Flawless! Fust like be i5! And our other two sons. They are litle
caterpillars that we've watched become butterflies right before our eyes. JTacob

continned on page 2

Christian Action League

What Might Have Been
By Rev. Mark Creech

There is a younzster I know who is a beautifiol hunam
being. He's perting taller with each passing day as he grows
info 3 fine voung man. 54ll m his early teens, he's a good
stndent and remarkably intellizent. 4 lower of sports, he
can tell yon about every team and their plavers, college and
profiessional. He's quite provnded for one so youns, 3 small
repository of wisdom. It's & joy being around him, and I'm
guite certain if he doesn’t stooble alons the way, ha'll make 3 mark in life from
which many will benefit.

This young fellow is the apple of his mother’s eye. She adores him. Mo one or
pothing is comparable to him in her estimation. But I'm one of the few persons
who know something about the boy that even be doesn't know. His mother sen-
ously considerad sborting him before his birth. She was hardly more than a teen
herself when she was pregnant with him uvnmarried, umprepared, and terrified.
Her friends nrged to her to get rid of the problem But providence arranged it so
that I was able to hawve many opportunities to speak with ber about that decision
snd urgs her mot to do it She dide’t. And mow with her handsome son at her side
every day, she mes the thowght of what she once serionsly conternplaed

Think of all she might have mizsed.

In: his ook, “Storm Warning,™ the late Dr. Billy Graham wrote:

“Almpst without exception, the media have stmmchly defended a woman's
“right™ to abortion. Ome of the few meaningfiol expressions of disapproval I have
foumd in aoy newspaper is this prophetic oy against this specter of onmorality
and suffering raized afier the Roe v. Wade decision by an editorial writer in the
Criando, Florida, Sentme]:

“‘The devalnation of morality induced by abortion could, snd in all hikelibond
will have far-reaching effects. Among them are the promotion of promiscoumity,
depersonalization of the concept of life and activatimg the desmmct button on the
family unit 25 we know it.___And what of 3 woman herself? Abortion by wihim
conld have grave fulure consequences o her,

There is epough nnaveidable pain in living withont inflicing on oneself, ina
period of extremity, the haunting memory of a child that might kave been ™

Everything that insightful editorialist feared would happen with the practice of
sbortion has now become 3 reality, and nothing is worse than the sbsence of all
ihe loveliness, marnificence, and benefit that “might have been ™

Pro-Life activist, Randy Alcom, notes an incredible story from “Beader’s

comtinued on page 9
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ASSISTED LIVING
& MEMORY CARE

FDR YO About Onr Community
2 = Privale and companion rooms
= Fumnished or unfumished, as desired
i - '“-\_\‘ = Azsistance with daily activiies as
. \ needed, like kathing, dressing, groom-
personal care

= Complete Cining Program with 3
diefifian-approved meals & snacks daly

Call us today e P it o
to schedule a events, oulings, social gatherings, and
M

'
four. - Housekeeging & finen senices
- On-site Beaudy Salon & Barber Shop

G B B s

13681 Highway 226 South
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

(828) 766-7771
AffinityLivingGoup.com/Mitchell

_ Mitchell House

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebnate Recovery
Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from

Addiction Through Christ

and Jaden  Liftle leaders.
Littie boys that are confident,
smart and have fought apamst 8
the odds to already be more
than they were ever supposed
o be. One of our sons was
described by the adoption
agency as “the nghest baby
we've ever seen” before the
adoption agency placed him
with us. It almost makes me
lzugh when I think sbout @t
He's beantiful now! To the
eves on the catsids bat even
more on the inside. What if his mother had sborted |, 3
him becsuse of malformed anomalies in ntern? \
That's what we were told when they first calledus |23
sbout his placement.

Both Jacob and Jaden are Little Evangelists for
Jesus at the ages of 11 and 13.. T ENOW God has
biz plans for each of them!! That's why I walked
around in shock for the first 24 hours. I could not
imagine them not here on this earth, Mot in our
fanuly.

My Heart even burts outside of nry own family
snd My testimony nuns mnch desper than thisz.

My haart breaks to think of what a2 mother wrill
o through if she chooses a late term abortion
That might seermn the right choice, the easier
choice at the fime but wihat will happsn in
ber heart and in her mind afterarards?

AlLT can say is please choose adoption
and not abortion. I know not everyone
feels they can parent 3 special needs child,
and some really don't think they have the
money io 3dd mother child to their family.
Unformmnately, rapes do stil happen T ooy
spme women fael like they don’t have amy
other chotce. ] am mot here to judge them
even if aborton is the choice they've made.
What I am here to say— there is AMOTHER.
choice. Choose adoption not abortion.
There are many women who™ve had
sborions that regret it all their Lives.
They mourn that choice even if the
sbortion was at four weeks when thers
wasn't even a heartbeat ver. Some of
those Women(or girls) don't even fieal
they deserve to parent a child afier
a0 abortion. If that torment happens
&t early gestation abortions I can mot
even magine the forment and pain a
mather will experience in late gestation
sbortions. Thers are so many couples
waiting for a child to love. Mota
perfect, healthy, white or black child
amy child.

We have three sons that God knew
before they bom. Thank-
fully their moms who
live m Mew Yook also
chosze them before they
wers bom tool

T ke you bgfore
T formed you in your
mother & womb. Bgftre
o vere born I zetf you
apart and appointed
you” Jeremish 1:5.

And America all Tcan
say is Pray! We HAVE
to pray!!! Some of the
bigzest charches in the
world were foundad
on just a few people 2
who chose to pray. God moves when we pray. God bears and he moves. “Jfoge
people who are cailed By my name will humble themzehoes and pray and seek
ay fice and furn from their wicked waps, then I will hear from hemam and T will
Jorenee their sin and Beal their land ™ 2 Chronicles 7-14

Cimdi haz an undererad desres from WOT and mazters work from Libargy
Lminversity in Student Minisory.  She and her kushand Jazon kave 3 bislogical
children, ¢ adopied children and 2 grandchyldren. Thay have fostened over 70 kids
Jor Buncombe County D55 and have o calling fo the “leaszt of these ™ locally and
mfernanionally. They atfend Upwand Christian Fellowship im Hendersomville,
NC. Gyl erjays wsing her gifts howmeschooling , caring for her large faomify
feaching, speaking, decorating and event coordinaion throueh her business She
Shimes Evenis.

www brenews. com

February 2012 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 2



Contents

In Every Issue

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm - p. 15

Life Lessons - p. 9
Your Government - pp. 32-33

BLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN NEWS

Publizher/ Co-editor — Dioug Hamell Distribution:

S28467-0280 Mildred Parker

doughFbrenews. com 5id Houk

Office Manager/Co-editor — Barbara Harell Brent Ramsey

B28-T&5-6E00 Carclyn Mchiahon

B2B-467-3644 Graphic Design / Layout

barbarsh@bronews.com Lyon Yaccarino

Sales: hynny(@hrcoews.com

Doug Hamell Blue Ridee Chrivtian News

S28467-0280 261 Cak Ave,

dongh/bronews. com Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Church Threctory: Office — B2E-T65-6800

Dioug Harmell Fax — B28-766-2157

828-T65-6800 nfo{Enrnews. com
dough@bronews. com

"o Beautifiul upon the mountains ane the feet of him that bningeth
good tidings, that publisketh feace: that bringeth good tidings of good,
that fublisheth salvation: that saith wnts Gion. Thy God neigueth!”
Isaiah 52:7 KJV

T

2 ACN

derimadein b Eeshdl me Mewidee

. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

Jonathan's Used Appliances (8) Grasey Creek Baptist (4) Griffith’s Gemeral Stere (1¥) Mitchell Co. Farm Bureau (34)  Bantam Chef (22)
Great Hope Tth duy Adventist (4) Ration Wide / Trent (37) Bubba’s Geed Eats (11)
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers Morganten Seventh day Adweniist ()  FURKITURE Premier Insurance (14) Western Simxfin (5)
Buchanan Yeang {37) Pime Branch Baptist (4) Buck Saove (45)
John Greane Chrysler (1) Plumires Presbylersan (4) LEE Fumnitere (27) HEMORY CARE RETAIL
Sproce Pine United Methodist ()  Peoples Femitume (35) Cranberry Houss (47) Grassy Creek: Clothing (16)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires St Lucian Cathelic (4) Mitchell House (2) Hoentain Time (46)
Spruce Fine Tire (41) The Bridge (4} GUM SHITHIN' Shaire Center (18)
West Burnsvile Baptist {§) Pappy's (44) ROOFING/REMODELING
AUTOMOBILES - Swpplies PAWN Ponderosa (30)
B & | Auto Supples (27) CHIRDPRACTIC HEALTH (CARE Mountaineer Pawn Shep (39)
Cruz (hiropractsc (16) Bakerpville Medical Chnic (21) TAX
BUILDING SUPFLY Carafina Home Care (20) PHARMACY Jackson Hewitt {15)
Summit Budding Sapply (10) CPA Pruit Health Care (48) The Prescription Pad (31)
Jamie Miller (34) THRIFT STORE
BEEF HOSPICE PLUMBING/ HEATING Haspice and Palliative Care of the
Harrell Rill Farm (47) DENTIST Hespice and Palliative Care of the  Burleson Plumbing Heating (31)  Blee Kidge, Inc (45)
Sestt Murphy (44) Blue Ridge, Inc (5)
CHURCHES Haspice of Rutherfordtoa (41) REALTORS TRANSPORTATION
Mtapass Baptist (4) s Harpice of Yancey (25) Whitsan Realty () Wichell Transit (T)
Bear Creek Baptist (4) Mitchell DIS (18)
Berry Chapel Baptist (4) HOUSING REHABILITATION/NURSING TREE SERVICE
Burkemost Baptist (4) EVENTS Clayton (24) Brian Canter (§) Ray's Tree Service (20)
Faith Fellowship (4) Bise Kidge Home Show (12)
First Advent Christian (4) Freedom Lide (§) IRSUBANCE RESTRURANTS
Tancey Sanier Center (1 1) Fortner lasurance (13)
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Church Directory

: T The Bridge Church Berry Chapel

T .j of WNC Baptist Church

i % 207 ] sp mpwﬂ

n i Bpruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬁ'g‘m';:- 28777

i L www Lridgewnc. org woerwi. bamychapalbaplist.com

(& - Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams

T 4 ! Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School B:45 AM

u EEN b v Wadnesday Service 7:00PM Worship Sarvica 11:00 AM

i comm el o Church Offica M-F Sunday Evening Care Meal/

N | o 9:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM

e | i o Mo of T Couty hin sebost” Eve

& Lt ..._:i | % ::::ﬂ “':""u' plee wh'm"“h plby Servica T:00 PM

e T =il ] 14 iransiom our communiy, siate, VWihaere Evarybody is

e M Lt | nation and wodd (5o Jobn 17.21) And Jasus Christ is Lord|

i Morganton Faith Fellowship Church

= ‘ i Seventh-day Champ Ray R

BT B Adventist Church Micavile, NG 28755

i3 I £ o 2187 Jameatown Road {E?.H:I-I:TS-EI-H

o b Morganton, NC

T f l A B26-584-8212 www flon.org

v . ww fierradio,

i ! e Pastor Rick Marcer N

X J ol Pastor: David Gillesple

: i Sabbath (Ssturday)

o o Bibla Study - 8:30 am ﬁ-l.l'l'lilﬂ'ﬁﬂl:ﬂ'lmm

# o Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Service - 10:45 am

o - Vegetarian Buffet after church VWednesdey Bible Study - T00pm

i e Wadnasday “Tha sisps of 5 good men e

3 Pralza, Prayer & Proclaim - ordared by tha Lond:
7.00 pm And ha dedighiath in his way”
ﬂwmrgmltﬂmch_m'g Pealm 3723
Altapass Baptist
Ehurch Grassy Creek Baptist | | West Burnsville Burkemont
A g o S ORI 538 tiviy Baptist Church Baptist Church
BEBTEE-0060 Pine, NC 227 West Bumsville Church Rd. 4568 Burkemont Rd.
aHaprasbapiinteierch@ecyn cam) TES-4E20 Burnsville, NC 28714 Marganton, NC 28655
R JSNS SR e (B28)-562-3990 B2B-437-2357
Dr. Marcus R. Baafield For more i"fg!n:mhml
Sunday Schoal - 18:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long please visit
Worship -11:00sm homing Warship 11:00am Sunday School: 8:45 a.m. waww burkemontbaptist.org
ooty b g i Sunday evening B:30pm Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
18t & 3rdl y Wadnasday: Evening Service: §:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
m"gg‘.ﬁ'”“ 11} JAM, (Jesus and Me) T:00pm Wadnesday Service 6:30 p.m.
Discovery ages 12-18) Sookars (young adults) 7:00pm)| B8:30am - Early Worship
Wednasday - 7: Mid-wesk worship 7-00pm Church visiorr Gloefying Giod theough 2:45am - Sunday School
- “That Mitohel County emering, growing. going. to bulid e church 11:00am - Worship
Bible Balieving Church” may know Christ® et it the workd, 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek fﬁ"ﬂﬂ gﬂ Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church bl Baptist Church
el 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church o
R26-TE5-E014 Bakersville, NC 26705 2907d US Hwy T0E Spruca Pina, NC 28777
W PHUTARRCh T o www.bearcreekbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor Ryan Bridges ; wiana pinabranch st.nat
pastonficlumireschurch com Reverend Bruce Cannon i iy
Pastor Barry ofney
s etk Emd;y E$;:|1nd “ﬁ ;rm Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Li¥fe Cimup Tismasimy- Thumdiy ewsnings, T-00pn Wiorsh rvica 10: Sabbath (Saturday) .

Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm Discipleship 6:00 PM Bible Study-10:00am Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
Rt My LR B Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Worship - 11:30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mmn ummmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
] et you i go Bfad b il —ivad el . mr Pmr-r
-unm.m:-mm “For God o loved the word, he mp:mm - T-00pm A Bible-believing Fellowship

ik iy ey gave his enly Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
8 P First Advent
) First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United

Et.ulﬁ.::t:lcn'tllun Spruce Pine Mﬁmﬂ  Church Christian Church
cath rch . 20 South MNE 28868

695 Summit Strest 125 Tappan Street Sprute Pine, NC 28777 264378200

Spruce Pine, NC 28777 FHINRY T I T W, SprUcepineume. ong iy STE—
—— spumc3ballsouth.net Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
Phone (B28) T65-2224 sprucepinafbe.cam
. gpibe blogenol. com B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂ;l::r Javiar
Dr. Branch Pasior Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Sunday Mass 8:00 am !:l:'qw Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Faith Formation Sunday School - 10:00am Bunday Worship 11 200 AR
6:00 pm Sehodl - 45 am ‘5% “m""“ Wik Youll hinel Ba0PM -
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- m:uﬂmﬂm“ nosciy - At Bl St BA0PA
& Di0pm 'A‘m pm Epum:‘;-wmm mmmnﬁm
[ ]
wm.mmw m%mrm .Mmm%m.m

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Valminﬁwayspuctal

Love
By Barbara Hamall
Afsichell Cowty

Many of us think of Febmary as the moath of Love.
Valentine's Diay is 3 prominent boliday. Moch money is
spent at this time of year for fowers, candy and other gifts
to show someone that they are loved. Let's explore twno
tvpes of Love that we experence m our lives. (There are
others)

Eros —The one most often thought of is the romantic L pd
lowe betwean 3 man and a wommsm. 'Ih:slwe:scumnl}'aﬁud-gvmlnwﬂlﬂme
Bible has a lot to say sbouwt We can read mamy stories m the (14 Testament—1Ja-
oo working for seven yesrs for Bachel was a classic example. Song of Solooon is
2 beautifiul example of Eros love The MNew Testament has Mary and Joseph to showr
s what real love is about, but make no mistaks, God plamed for this love to be
between & man and wormsn mnited in Holy Mammony, A umion that alse included
Him. Modem day examples for me would be Billy and Buth Graham She prayved
for a mate that wonld be stvong in the Lord. Listen to ber poem of prayer to God for
that man

'Who can make a Hospice and

Palliative Care Referral?

Dear God, 1 prayed, all weqfraid
{as we ‘re inclimed to da),
Tdo not need a handsome man
But lat him be itke Fou:

T'da not need one big and sirong
Nor yet so very fal,

Nor need ke be some ganius,
G waalthy, Lovd, af all;

Bur lgt his head be high, dear God,
And lat hiz aoe be claar;

His showulders straight, wihane ‘e Rz siane,
Wharte ‘ar kiz earthly sphera;
And let hiz_face have charactar;

A I Nipice mad Hume (.
b e ﬂ..,m:;.: (828)765-5677
A simgleness of goal; ""'!
Then whan he comes
fias he wili coma)
With quiet @yar aglow,
I'll umderstamd that hes the man
I prayed for iong ago.

their love to be pure and to grow over the years. This is her entreaty.

Make Your
Sweetheart ?(ﬁ'bpj

Tram our love that it may grow
Slowiy.... deaply._._sseadily,
TFiT owur hearis will overgfiow

Cnresirained avnd roadily.

Discipling it, foo, dear God
Stremgth of steel
Throughoud the whole.
Teach ws patience, thoughifldness,
Tendernass, and sejfconmol.

Deepen it throushout the Jears,
Apge and mellow it
Lt fime the finds us
Ol without, within,
FFali fined ws donvers il

Two 8oz. Ribeye Steaks
Cold Salad
Choice of Potato
& Dessert

$27.98
For Both

South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shopping Canter

=5 828.765.9151

western-s1zzlin. com

Doug and I have experienced this kind of love that srows and stays together for
almost 55 vears now. Mo, if is not perfect, but it has been close. There are always
many sdjustments in the bagimning bt if God is at te center, He will guide you and

coriimed on page 43
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Bridge42 Church

Four Things the World Needs these Churches, the Church Casper liked most was. .. you’ll never guess.

to see from the Church First Presbyvterian Church Chicage, Ilinois.

By Jason Koon But don’t they have choir robes and a stogy linirgical service? Yep, and Matt
Burke County wasn't exactly a fan of the robes and had some trouble following along in the

book. Isn't it kinda boring, with lots of prayer and long dry Scripiure readimgs?
Yes agzin, but what Casper said abont First Pres. is as profound as it should be
self-evident. “Tt"s Church!™ be said “T expected to pray and hear Scriptare read,
if I wamn't ok with that, T wounldn't have come in the first place.™ He zzid he liked
that First Preshyterian was homest shout who they were. They didn’t hide the fact
that they were Christizns and didn’t fry to dress Church up as something it's not

The American Church seems to be in decline, and ‘
while this isn’t the first dme in American hisory that "
we have dealt with this, these is po gnestion somethinz =
iz wrong n the Chuoch today. People are leaving in
droves and a majority of those who remain report that

they rarely or never experience God at Church. This is The world expects to hear the Bible when they come to our Churches, they

the third article in a series booking at what the world needs o see from the Church  S<PeCK 1S t0 pray when we have a need or a struzzle, and they expect to see God's

if we're poing to remain relevant in the coming decade. people rying to Live like God's people and having the lnonility to repent when
Holiness they fail. The Church desperately needs to see holiness from the people of God.

“TWhen lost people come to Church,” Dr Tony Merida observes, “they expect to Mot somg, nit-picky legalism, we've seen too much of that over the years, bat ho-
= ] S : liness. Holiness that is borm out of lowve, rather than pride. Holiness saturated with
be tamght the Bible.” I was dizappointed in mryzalf at how surprsing these words : ] ? :
were to me. but it's troe. Why would someone come to Church, if not to hear love for Christ, not 3 naive fantasy of what America used to be. They need to see
1 : : T 2 . B Christlikeness from us; Christlikemwess lived out in love, bumility, and integrity so
God's Word? Even a lost person, even an atheist — if they're moing to take time oot " : 2 ; : !
of their day to artend a worship zathering — it’s probably becanse they're at leqst oAt anyone who happens to be watching might see it and give glory to our Father
willing to hear what the Bibls says. m Heaven.
This is radically conmter-caliural tedsy, however For years, we've been told

that we have to make the Bible relevant, be sensitive to non-belisvers, changs our  </@ron Koon iz Paster of Bridged? Church in Morganton, NC.

language 30 they'll understand what they're beaning. And certainky, all this does
have its place, bt in spite of this, cne
overarching fact remains. If someons
doesn't wans to bear whar the Bible has
to say, they're probably not pong o
come to Church regardless of what we
say o how we say it.

In 2012, Pastor Jim Henderson and
atheist Matt Casper wrote a book togeth-
er called “Fim and Casper Go to Church.™
The premise is simple, Pastor Jim takes
atheist Matt to twelve prominent Ameri-
can Churches and asks his thonghts on
each one. They mavel fo modem Charch-
es with light shows and for machines,
miega-churches with tens of thonsands
of amendess, prosperity Churches with
seventy-million-dollar budgets, house
Churches only 3 few dozen strong, and
everything in between. And out of all

Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

» Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffee,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » 828-559-2700

The Brian Center team wants to be
a resource to the community.

We are a § star Medicare rated facility.

1L 8.0 .8 8

Its our goal To ger community members
back home as quickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care

Cardiac Care
Siroke Recovery
Respiratory Care

Wound C
HERE FOR Ph[;rus?c:al ‘?I'rrzrapy
?m Occupational Therapy
L

Speech Therapy

\\\ l / // Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electrical Stmulation

Brian Center S pruce Pine Diathermy Mobile Swallow Studies

W Come fake a tour and reserve your private room foday!

218 Laurel Creek Ct. » Spruce Pine, NC 28777 » Phone: 828-765-7312 » Fax: 828-T65-7295
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Just a Word from My Heart

By Preacher Chris Rathbone
Afichel! Couniy

It's been a rough week in our small community. Another i
accident has taken another young person's life. This one was
pretty close to home for me. God gave me the privilege to be '
thiz fammily's pastor for almast 14 years. When I recerved the
fragic news early that morninge my heart was broken. T cried
and prayed. My heart was burdened hesvily as I struggled to
make sense of it all. I bngzed oy sons a little tighter. A pood zitl was gone. A
good family was devastated. 5o many in our community monrmed, even if they
didn't knowy this family personally, many heans were broken for them. Tust an ac-

cident that no one saw coming.

Crver the alowost 20 years that I've been in ministry, these circumstances abways NEW 218 RAM 3500 MEGA
frouble me personally. Chur coonmmity has lost several young people in just the il : Cab Laramie 4X4
last 2-3 years. In my mind I abways wonder abowt what might have been My ! , r : 6.7 Lier Cummins Tubo Diesed, Leaiher
strugzle personally is thinking of the lost potentisl. How these young people had : : : — HeateaNentlated Seats
so much life shead of them. The confributions they conld have made to this world. - —i m%mm

They could have gotten marmied, had kids, grandkids, etc. The chuarch sure could
hawe benefited in their service to the kingdom of God.

Thig particalar young woman was certamly no different. T watched her grow
fromm just @ baby when I first met har. She grew up i church and het faith was in
Jesus as ber Savior; I'm leoking mow at the picture of when [ baptized her. Beanti-
ful, bright, and a smile that lit up her entire face when she smiled at you. Her fam-
ity told me of bow she had plans for the fotare. So many of her family and frends e
have spoken over the last several days of the impact she had already made in their . : NN [ ) e el
lwes. I confess to you, I strugele in these ciroumstances. Mot thar I've lost faith f
and mast in God, bat sometimes it's just hard to understand why things happen the
way they do.

This entire world is under the curse of the conseguences of sim. Desth entered
in &t the fall in the Garden of Eden and not a single one of us is innmome to the
fact that physical death can happen to amy of us, anytime. anywhere_ and regard-
less of what age we may be. That is a math that cannot be chanped whiles this earth
remains and while we live in these bodies of clay. And even good Godly folks
hawe to endure the hardships of this world

However, we do not moum as others who bave no bope. Tesus abways reminds
me that our fooas nmst be oo the bigzer picture. The etemal and heavenly plan '_ AN NEW 213 Ram 1500 Classic
that Tesus died to secure and fulfill. Even though Jesus gives an abundant life m LU
Him while we live here, the sacrifice that He made on the cross and His resummec-
nion from the dead was to zives us hope for etemity. If our hope is only in this
lifie, whar kind of fiuture wonld there be to look forward to. Even if we live a long
lifie here it is not even a grain of sand on the timelime of eterndty. The plan God
has forms is not to live here etermally, bt to live with Him eternally. Whether we
Zo into His presence at 3 young age or a good old age the ontcome is the same
for the persom who is saved. For the believer, to be absent from the body is 1o be
present with the Lord.

Yo know, ooy plan for this young lady would have been for her to live a long
life and to experience mamoy of the blessings that God gives us here. But when 1
listened to how this youmg woman had already impacted so many, I'm reminded
that the davs of her life were writen before she was even bom. She finished the
race that Jesus had for ber to mn. Mow, she is in the presence of the One who JDHN EHEENE
cansed her light to shine so bright Her faith is now sight and even if we don't —— ooy Jegp § mam
understand it all, she now does. She is more alive today than she ever was while
hete. MORGANTOM, HC

Let us keep looking up. May we contimie to tmst God's efermal plan throngh
Tesus Chrizt Tat us help those who are hurting Feap on serving God and each
other Keep on praying for and loving one another. And most mportanty, let us
contimae to exalt the Lord Fesns and what He kas done for us. I'm looking forward
io the day when He calls ns all home to be with Him I'm leoking forward to the
fm ;Emmmﬂgmi ;II:;TE[L e L e o www.johngreenecdj.com » 828-584-5337

Preacher Chriz Rathbone serves as Pastor af Mine Croek Baprist Church.
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God s Alive and Well

By Jody Griffin
Avery e Mirchall Countias

Periodically when the time is nght, incarcersied
men will request to be haptized. Thouwrh not 2 requited
relimpions accormmodation, effort is made to solicit the
assistance of Conummity Relirions Vobonteers who
provide the wonderfinl service of worship that includss
the baptiszms as part of an existing worship hour Thesa
services are abways well attended by men who want
o encourage the mew believers who are making this
profession of their fxith.

As 3 way of assisting these men, [ spend time talking with them about their rea-
soning for such a request Mot to talk them out of it, but to help them understand
the power that comes when public tesimony of faith is declared in obedience to
the Scripiure and accountability is crested in the very fact that they have vielded
themselves to God’s Will for faith to be demonstrated as Fesns Himself did in the
Tordan Fiver when he came before Tohm,

Baptizm service i prison is perhaps the most nspiring thing anyomne can wit-
ness. Dipped beneath the water, then lifted to an upright poshore the faces of those
baptized are always truly radiant’! Buot they aren't the only ones smiling. ..

The men who have gathered to wimess the baptism are beaming with joy
themsehes! They sing with a guste not often employed! They pray with a fervor
remuiniscent of an old-fime evangelist! They rejoice in the miracalous love of God
expressed in Jesus

inspired by a fellow .

offender’s testimomy to pray and receive eternal life through salvaton by faith in
Jesus' Mame! Fequesting baptizm, he desires to begin his new life mow so that his
life, his family, even other offenders can see what God has done for him and be
mspired to seek the same.

Filled with excitement he asked guestons and soaked up answers. Something
tells me his life in Christ will soon towch others. But how can this be? He is in
prison. Obwvionshy, he committed 3 crime and was coovicied and sentenced for
such.

But listen to me closely now, that cime does WOT define him. His new life,
The Lifs he foumd in prisen, through the wimess and snidance of a fellow con-
victed falon, THAT is what defines him now! Thowgh bound by walls and fences,
he iz now free indesd® He iz froe to grow and lesm from his past emors and he
is free to grow into the mam God desires him to be, All through the witness of
amother convicted falom,

Why Is mindstry within the comectional institufion Important” Because it helps
those who have fallen GET BACE UP. Bacanse if helps those whose sin has
rapped them to BE FREE INDEED!

I thank God for the prvilege siven fo me 35 Compmnity Funded Chaplain st
AMCT to share in days like these and o be reminded that no marter what I'va
done, HOPE can be found in Jesus Christ?! Mew life awaits! Eremal life awaits!
Abundant life awarts! What are YU waitmg for?

Jody Griffin is paztor of Central Baptizt Church in Spruce Pine and Community
Funded Chaplin at _dvery-Mirchell Correctional Instifunion.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Becouery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

When Silk Turns to Sackcloth
By Marlens Houk
Burke Cownty

Imsgime the caress of precions silk 25 you mowve
throwgh the richest rooms in the palace. Trexsured and
privilemsd, vou will consult with the mpst sought-after
designer to have 3 new robe spum from the Mulbermy
silkworms, the finest silk i the world. Some & 000
silkworm cocoons later, 3 golden shesn of fabric caiches
the sunlight as you parade before the king, vvimg for his
sttention.

These rights and privileges of an opulent lifestyle belonged to Fizpsh, an
obscure woman in the Bible bt dhe specially chosen concubine (acquired for her
beauty and intellizence rather than political alliance) of the first king of Istael,
Eing Sl We caich a glimpse of ber m 2 Szmuel 3:1, and she glides fully info
view in 2 Samme] chapter 21. Her looks and charm mamtaimed a relationship writh
the king strong enourh to produce two sons, Armoni and Mephibosheth

Rizpah’s story plonges from the heights of silken howary mto the prief of losing
children to a violent death due fo ber lmshand’s actions. King Sanl, the father of
her two sons, had killed some of the Gibepnites. In doing so, he had broken a
sacred cath that his people, the Iszaelites, had made with them some 400 years
earlier (Joshua 9. When a famine dragged on for three years in the reizn of King
Sanl's snccessor, King David, he asked the DORD why, and in 2 Saomel 21:1,
God said it was becanse Eing Saul had killed the Gibeonites. King David allowed
the Gibeomites to set the punishment, and they chose to have seven of King Saul’s
sp0s hanged. Two of them mclided Bizpah's sons. What shock munst have ripped
throwgh her sz she leammed that ber two sons would be execnted. But she did
spmething that has respumded through millennis snd that speaks to us today:. She
honored her sons in death by guarding their bodies from the wvulnres thar would
henve picked their bodies clean. What 3 pruesome and morbid sight st have met
har as she opened her eyes each moming. She had been cast dowm from her lofioy
position as the powerful concubine of Eing Sanl. Mow, ber skin was dried and
roughened foon
daily exposare o
the elements. Her
voice was raspy
from driving the
CAITION IWAY.
And ber once-
lependary beanty
had faded nnder
the qun's ralent-
less heat and the
drought that plagued Israel.

However, ber determination to send 3 message to amyone who lifted their eyes
o the hill on which her son’s bodies lnmg rang lond and clear The beanty of her
sacrifice ranscended her physical deterioration, and the ferce shining Lizht of her
devorion has ilhuminated ber message to us twday, 3,000 years later.

2 Sammel 21:10 says, “dnd Rizpak the daughter of Aiah fook sackcloth, and
spread it for her upon the rock, from the begtmumg qf harvest uniil water dropped
upon them out of heaven, and syffered neither the dirds of the air to mest on them
By day, mor the beasis af the field by night. ”

Sammnel describes her movements. As she preparad for the hideous job of driv-
inz awsy the beasts and birds, she spread sackcloth on 2 rock. This fabric, unlike
the value snd beanty of her wsual silks, falt rough. The uely dull surface snited the
purpose of wesring it &5 a symbol of grief and repentance. This was her life now,
exposed to the elements of bemg iznorzd by the nation of Israel and descending
info the depths of humiliation and shame. Even the dignity of burying her sons
was demied The people who once envied ber and tmied o copy ber besary and
siyle tumed their beads, denying her existence and iznoring her wagedy.

Bt where she placed that sackcloth became a mrning poimnt of prace and mercy.
ing for restoration. The word, the, indicates that the rock was sinpularly gualified
in her eyes to support her need. In the Bible, the word pictare of a rock is often
nzed fo remind ws of God's qualiteas.

Dienteromomy 324 nses the visnal of a rock 2= it declares God's umyielding
truth and granite surety of righteonsness, “He is the Rock, kis work is perfect: for
ail kiz ways are fudement. a God of fruth and witheu! iniguity, just and right i
ha "

2 Samee] 22:2 azain uses a rock to visualize the protection and delivering
gqualities of God. It says, “4nd he said, The LORD iz my rock, and my formrass,

In Poahm 402, God's Word assares us that God not only delivers but gives
confidence compared w the solidity of a rock and a plan for our lives as solid as
arock It says, “He brought me up also out gf'a horrible pis, ouf gf the miry clay;,
and et my foer upon a rock, and estabiizhed my goings.

God imtentionally nsed the idea of the rock, 3 familiar sight to s to send 3 mes-
zape of ons word He underscores the life-chanping focus that we can experience
when we rest our sackcloth, the fabric of our bort, upen our Bock of Azes.

When your silk mrms to sackcloth and your life plunges into despair, spread the
sackcloth of your sadness on the Rock that can deliver you, give yon a sure-footed
forns in life, snd hope in the fomre!

Marigne Houk is a reguiar contributor to Blue Ridee Chriztian News. Her passion
iz fo defve deeply tnte the truths of Bible women and to dizcuzs those in Bible

Srudies called Backstage Pass to Bible Women. She and her huzband discover joy,
nurnure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marienehouki@belisoush. net
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Life Lessons
In All Things Give Thanks

Droug Harrell
Mirchall Coumiy

A lot 15 going throwgh moy mind as I sit doem to write this
column this moming. Yesterday, one year ago Iwas told
that I kad leukemis, and 3 week later was told thar I had 2-4
monthe fo live withowt reament and 10-14 months to live
with treatment That news turns your world upside dowm to
say the least, we all know deep dowm that our fime hete is limited, but when vou
hear those words directed in your direction, it makes you stop and think. Well, 2
wear has passed, and I am sall here writing life lessons for another moath znd am
doing well considering. I am still having o do a cheme regiment that goes for
three weeks each momth, but the leukemia appears to be o remission, thank you
Lomd.

This past vear has been one of the greatest learning vears of my life. fancy thar,
you mever know what priorities will change when you face the end of the road
here on this earth. It has besn a year of blessings that are hard to believe, new
friends made. lives that have tonched me and others T have had the opportonicy
to tonch. Prayers thar have been offered np for me and prayers that T have been
ahble to pray for others around me. The oppormanity o be 3 wimess that would
never have presented itself without the illsess, and the treatment regimen of the
lenkemis. As the scripture s3vs in Fomans 828 “And we know that all things
work together for good o them that love God, to them who are called according
o His purpose.™ At first it was hard to read this scopiure and believe, bat now 1
da! Mot many weeks ago [ was praying and actually gave thanks to the Lord for
the lenkemia moments after I sxid thar I thongzht, I}uugjmuhavegonemm]}v

crazy, you absohitely hate this
diseaze! Yon see, the weaek
before I received the news that
I had lenkemdiz I had sttended
2 funeral for one of oy daugh-
ter’s mother in-law who had
died with leukeria and 5 year
and 3 half earlier T had done the
fumeral for one of my dear-
est friends hete on this earth,
and who was also my business
dreadful disezse. Burtoday, as
I look back over the past year,
I wonld not change a thing! I
Eknow it scnnds crazy, bt the
blessings ouwrwsigh the s,
the relatonship with my Lord
today makes it all wordhmhile
The song, “Tust a Closer Walk
With Thee™ has been 3 theme
song this year and when I hear
it my eves tend to leak, still today. Being willing to accept God's will, knowing
that it mizht pot be healing of this earthly body, was a challenge, and I have been
bleszed that (God has seen fit to keep me here 3 while longer, it appears. The key
has besn to be able to say, either way, I am okay, and toly mean it. Mow don’t
zet me wrong, I am hman and want to live s long as I poszible can and have a
decent life style, Ity enjoy most of ooy journey day by day, but do realize that
there iz a graduation day coming.

Dreuteronomy 31:6 “Be sirong and af good courage, fear not, ror be gfraid aof
them: for the LORD thy God, be it is that doth go with thee; e will not fail thee,
mor forsake thee. ” This has been a stronghold this past year, leaming to lean on
him and depend on him more than ever before in my life. I think many of ws,
onvself mchaded, at fimes think we can bandle it, we can deal with it within our
own sength, that my friends comes o an end at some point when we realize
that we have no conimol over life's troe meaning and direction. Mow don't get
me wrong bere, God does pot want us going arpund complaining and mosning
all day lonz, we need to keep focused on the firture with an sttitnde of sratimde,
giving thanks and not fussing shout the oritants that come oor way. We need to
pray for healing helieving that God has the ability to accomplish anything in His
will. Jeramiah 32:37 “J ew the Lord, the God g ail fesh, iz anyifung too hard for
mg. " Mdake goals for your life, be willing to move forward in faith, and abaays be
at peace in accepiing his good and perfect will for your lifie, and your days will be
blessed in ways you can only imagine.

Doug Harrell iz a life-long resident gf Mitchell Couniy, Ohwmer of Harrell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member gf Bear Creak Bapiist Church and Publizher gf the Blug
Ridpe Christian Naws.

Christian Action League

Dhigest™ about 2 young Ikalian worman named Catuzzs, who lived in Mew York
City. One dsy during the 1950s, Camzza allowed an 11-year-pld neizghbor boy and
his 3-year-old brother Foey towch her abdomen so that they could feel her unbom
child kicking. Thirty-five years later Joey was dying vmtl his life was saved by a
skilled and dedicated physician, After recognizing the doctor’s last name. Joey's
older brother was able fo put the pieces together. “‘Only then did the realization
hit me ™ he said “The unbom baby that kicked inside Catuzzs all those years
bafore on Irving Sireet had groam up to be the ontstanding doctor who saved noy
brother’s Life ™

The classic movie, “It's a Wonderful Life ™ seen often during the Christmas
season, marvelously depicts the primciple in parabolic form.

Jimwmy Stewart plays (George Baily, whose life is suddenly numed so topsy-
vy that be balieves it would have been better if be had mever been bom.

When an angel convincingly demonstrates to George the importance of his
life and how mnpoverished the world would have been without kim the angel
conchodes: “Strange, isn't it? Every man’s life touches so many other lives, and
when he isn't around he leaves mm awfinl hole to fill, doesn’t ha” . Yion see what a
muistake it wonld be to throw it away ™

Jammary 20th was Sanctity of Human Life Sunday in churches acopss our na-
tion. The next Toesdsy was the 446th smmiversary of the Foe v. Wade decision by
the United States Supreme Court — the mling that made aborton legal in America
— the rulfing that poked more than §0 million holes in our society.

It"s impossible to caloalate what we've missed or lost

Children supply ns with our greatest joys. They are our greatest national re-
SOUTTE.

Mazay God hasten the dawn of 8 pew anniversary — the anniversary of sbortion’s
end - when every mother who is able enjoys a beautifol son or a danghter at her
side - when every Catuzza’s nnbom child kicking i the womb can finlfill his pur-
pose - when there are no more holes.

Raverand D Mark Creech iz Executive Direcior of the NC Chriztian dction

League. Tou may contact him at revmarkereech|@chrizianactionleague. org or
RIR-FET-D606

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
ACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

EOLAL HOLSENT
OFFIRATUMITY

South of 1-40

3800 Sugar Hill Rd.
Marion, NC 28752

Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Reallor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy YWhilsonReallyv.com | denniswas WhitsonRealty .com
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(ood Gifts
By Pastor Bruce Cannon

Something for every home, Mitchell County

Faar not, litle fiock; for it is your Fathers pood pleasure
fo give you the Bnedom. (Luke 12:32)

February is knoem by many as the month for love
althongzh every day should be 3 day for love. And, we
shounld take every opportunity o express love both fo God
and to man. The Scriptures teach that we lowe bacause
He (the Lord) first loved us. (I John 4:19) He placed within the heart of man the
desire 1o love and be loved.

There are =0 many Scophures which speak about love. Luke 12:32 states that
the Father takes great delight in giving gifis to His children James wrote, “Every
Eood gift and every parfect gift = from above, and cometh down from the Father
aff lights, with whom i5 po variableness, neither shadow of furming. " ¢1:17) Every
zift the Lord zives is a “good” gift Why does God zive so many gifis? He loves
ns!

A couple of days ago I pamicipated in the foneral of a beautiful 19 year obd
young lady who died due to an auto accident. During that service, her mom sang
and spoke. How? God gave her, for that occasion, gifis of strength srace. peace
and comnfort. She sang with 3 praise team 3 song enfitled, “Surrounded' boy Bdi-
chiae]l W Smith The meszsage of the song is that when we fhink we are surroumded
by hartles, as children of God, we are vstead surrounded by Him. In so doing,

: : this mom touched so many hearts. She simply shared what God had given ber
S Silver Line The Lord gives so many tangible gifts, bu it's the many intangible ones thar
vAngdersen really bless us and enable us to bless others. He gives peace which passeth all
i ik understanding (Phil. 4:7). He gives jov unspeakable (1 Peter 1:8). He, as sfated
gbove, zives the ability to love and be loved. He zives abundant grace.
www summithuildingsupply. com when given, come back to us in an sbundant manner. When we give love, it
comes back and increases our Lowve and ability o love. When we demonsirate

peacs, we are able to help others experience peace. When we show forth joy we
IBSI Pmsmﬁﬂzt:;‘]d"i are able to help others have joy which further increases our own. _
urnsville, ? Take the month of February and give these wonderful gifts to others. Give

them what God has so freely miven ns. And as yon are doing so, make surs you do

nat forget the one’s closest to you. Make sure you give shumdant love, peace and
l I Jov to them as well. They will greatly kowe you for deing sof
R Bruce Canmon current the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Bapti
BUILDIHG SLIPPLY Church in Bakersvilla. Fmii?ﬁ?mw:n qummmmfm

Baprizt Azzeciation and kas seved on the eweral Boand af the Bapdizt State Con-

828-682-9841 vention of Narth Caroiina.

L ‘ A | \ —~ N ...IE-"-' g _.A’ ‘F'.

Ready to make a difference?

Mitchell County DSS is currently looking for solution focused, family oriented
professionals to join our team. Now accepting applications for...

* Foster Care * Income Maintenance
« Safety Assessments » Quality Assurance

The NC state application can be completed and emailed to DSSapplicants@mitchelicounty.org

Leadership opportunities available!!

Mitchell County DSS ¢ 828-766-6792
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No Regrets--"What Daughters Need
toHear, and Fathers Need to Share”

By Pastor Dean Homeyoutt
Afirchall Couniy

When I was at a For King and Country concert a few
weeks ago they played a song about young ladies called
“Priceless”. And from this song God gave me a story to
share with yoo

What do you believe sbout yoursalf that others do not
sea sbout you? It is tough being a young lady becanse
people are always jndzing vou. She is too tall too skimny, too much makeap, feet
are too big. Why are youny ladies so obsessed with taking pictures of themselves
and are distrmaght when they do mot get the attention from secial media? Is it be-
canse many young girls do not Zet the affirmation and confidence from home that
they so desperately need?

When you look in the mitror what do you see? For King and Country sing a
song called Priceless. The song is about what God sees in all young girls and that
wou are “priceless.™

Mirror, mirror, mirror on the wall
Tellin' those lies, pointing out vour Tows
That ism't whe you arg
That isn'T whe you arg
It mizht ba hard to hear
Hur fat ma el ypou, dear
If vou could see what I can see, T e you would believe
That isn't whe you arg
There's more fo who you ane
No matter what you've heard
Thiz &= what you ne worth
More than all the money or the diamonds and pearis
OR, thiz iz who you are
Toah, this is who you are
I ree you drezzed i white
Every wrong made right
I sew a roze i Bloom
At the zight of vou
Ok, so priceless
Irmeplaceabie, unmiztakabls, incomparabia
Ixariing, its beaurjfid
Tsee it all in you
o, zo pricatess (For King and Courtry)

Heare are some things that God sees
gbout every young lady. And taths
you need o belisve abont yourself It
is bazed on Grod’s word to Bdary. Luke
1:45 (ETV 19000 45 And blessed iz sha
that balieved: for there shall be a per-
Jormmce gf those things which ware
fold her from the Lord.

You see no one believed Mary, but
Afary balisved God.

1.1 am beauntiful

Luke 1:28. You are highly favored.
You are the recipient of God's grace.
You need to umderstand that God looks
on the inside Grod sees you as you
really are, and he accepts you for who
youn are. He does not acoept your s,
bt be accepis your person, who you
aTE.

2_T am intellizent.

Luke 1: 48-54. Mary is intellizent because she zscrbes to God who He is- His
worthiness. That is what intelligence is -it is worship. Worship is acknowledz-
ing who God is and what He has done for yvou. Spend time gefting o know God
and He will belp yon face a cruel world. Mary spent three months with Elizssbeth
You might say sheltered for 3 tme, but now she must go back and face the world.
Whart will give yon swensth to do that? Your relationship with Christ will give you
strength to face the world.

3. I am Brave.

Luke 1:39; 5§ Mary goes and visits her consin Elisabeth who is six months
pragnant with Tohn the Baptist. Mary stays three months and goes back homes. She
is pow showing and is obviouslhy with child. Can you imagine what people are
saying about her now? Here is a young lady that obviousky loved the Lord before
she became pregnant and now no one believes her Wot even Joseph What do
yon think people are saving? Mary, she had us fooled, prefending to be something
she’s mot. Bat Mary is brave, she remains faithful to God. Yon most be brave to
follow God.

Young lady you must be brave. Sometimes you may be left out of the parties
and social circles. Yiou may not get that much sttention on snap chat or Social
media. That is ok God is on your side.

4.1 am loved. 1 John 4:14 (KT 1000)
15 _dnd we have bnown and believed the love that God hath to uz. God is love: and
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth m God, and God in kim.

God lowes you more than anything. Love God first. Does God care about what
you do yes, He dpes. When yon imderstand God™s love for you and that youn are
“priceless™ you do not need o s2ek affirmation from someone else. Young boys

can mislead vouw. Troe love waits, me love is kind, true love respects, tmae love
is patient, ue lowe will Last, true love is God’s lowe. I can only love others to the
capacity at which I love God.

Ome of the most amaring things here is that MMary did not have to face this
alpne God sends an Angel to Foseph. Matthew 1:24 (od has 2 talk with Toseph
throush an angal and Joseph steps up to be the man God has called him to be.
Joseph loves Mary.

5 1 am engaged or esponsed.

Luke 1:27; Matthew 1:18, 24, 25. What does this mean” It means yo are
promised fo another. BMary and JToseph were promised to one another. Why is this
important to yon? You need to believe that scoewhere, and at some time God has
& sponse for yon

First, you are a Christian and vou are prooised to God. You are the bride of
Christ. Sacond you are promised to your finture mate. Why would von look for
spmeons when God has planned someone special just for you? What are the odds
of somepns raised in Texas marrying somesone from Morth Carolina? God broaght
Pam and I together. In the providence of God Pam and T met at Mars Hill Collage.
Mary conld have gone and found someosne or even Joseph to legitinize her prag-
nancy, but she did not do that. Why not? Becanse her own chastity and pumty with
God was far more mportant than anything the world was saying aboat her,

Diear mom and dad I hope you will affirm these truths i your danghter’s life.

God bless.

Pastor Dean Honeyeutt shaphends Snow Hill Bapeirt Church tn Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 525-385-0213, snowhilibaptisiidgmail.com , or Visil their
wabsite at wws s nowhi [Thapiist. com.

Amd all thy children shall be tenght gf the LORD; awd grear shall be the peace
gf thy clildren. Tsainh 54:13

alentine
SPECIALS
DINNER Choose Two:
for 2 Sirloin, Shrimp
$3 0_ 00 or Chicken
Valentine Special good Choice of 2 sudes,
February 118 - 16th appetizer and dessert
Hours:
M-Tues: 11:00am-8:00pm
Wed: 11:00am-2-00pm
Thure: 11:00am-8-:00pm
Fri: 11:00am-8:00pm
Sat: 11:00am-8:00pm

YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC
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Winter God's Love Builds Bridges
By Allen Buchanan By Rev. John B. Sorensen
Mitchell County

When does sternal life bezin” As Chrstians, we don’t have
to wait untl the day we leave this earth o appreciate eternity.
We can live with an eternal outlook even today.

As mmch as T dislike rainy cold Winter days, I'm blessed with
shelter and food, love and good bealth In 2000, when doc-

tors said I needed to take aarly retirement, T fongzhe the deci- Tobn 10:10 tells us that we can bave sbundant life right
sion. Even today I struggle with trying to occupy my time. I'm | | here, fght now. Tsn't that preat? But what does that mean?
reminded today Abundant life changes every aspect of our lives. It impacts
that fior over 20 years I went to our marriages, our families, our jobs, our decisions, and our values. Tt slso pro-
work in all sorts of weather condi- | vjdes a nataral bridge to share the Gospel with those we love and the peopla we
Hons. Walking or dragging my meet.

mammal wheelchair in and out of When we accept Christ’s love for us, we naturally begin to ilhmninate His love
oy muck was okay in 60°+ - | taorards pthers. That love builds bridges. Our family and friends notice a change
pumhﬂemgmndrum in the way we vahie them Sirangers we mest on the street should sense something
the temperatures were defimen- | g faranr about us. These encounters

: .
tal to my bealth Looking back, 1 the perflect oppochmity to not _.
I clearly see where God's plan ﬁmm °s Jowve, but share it as . | am nat ashamed
guided each breath, each decision : of the gmpel of
ooy oy iy, Fonoring: et 1 Euhuwduwugumm (Chist, for it s the
press oo becanse He will not forsake me. Do yon have that assurance? It's so easy I'm glad vou asked. olGed 1o
to obtain, just believe. Believe that Jesus is God's only Son and He came and died | Ope way to enter a spirifual conver- e e
for ALL mankind’s sin You need to repent and ask for His forgiveness of yoor | sation is simply by asking. The most ialration for everyseat
sin! BELIEVE! generous, loving thing that we can do ‘hm‘;‘.u"
Allen Buchanan is a freelance Christian writer. Allen attends Bear Creck Baptizy | 15 to 8sk the people in our lives shout e
church. their spiriial comvictions. There are
many ways o approach this, at bere is one question that [ have found works
Wives, submit yourselves unio your own husbands, as unto the Lord well: “Whar gives you the most mesning in your life?™ Another way to rephrase
Ephesians 5:12 this is, “In your day-to-day living, what keeps you goimg™ Most people appreci-

care deeply about them and what puat-
ters most in their Ives.

Share your story. When we respond
with Christ’s lowe to the people aroumd
us, many people want to kneow winy.
They love stories. Sharing shout our
personal experiences deepens our rels-
tiomships, and it allows us fo share the
message of salvation im a way that is
non-threatening and very personal.

He sure to mention the reason
behind your actions. 1 Peter 3:15 tells
us to always be prepared o “zive the
reason for the hope that you have.™
Ohr actions alone are not enpugh, Acts
of kindness are wonderful bt they
point no ome to Christ We have to wse
words. But 1 Peter also warns us to do
50 with gentieness and respect.

Finaslly, contnue to build the bridge.
If vour friend dossn’t make 3 comoit-
ment to Christ, don't walk away from
the relationship. Continue fo meet -

Burnsuille Town Center : 5 e e

% ? 6 8. Main St Burnsills NC. 5 PR > % | o mivscpe remras Gome

from veu of someone alse in the near

Home Improvement

W"g’ Vendors Now : ! = ::ﬂ_nﬂ Sorensen, D.D. is the
Catt SCT DESTENS ey g
823-393-6943  (utdoor Living g s o e e
May 18 & 19, 2019 T ——
SM@ 10am - GPm
Sunday 12pm-5pm
Innovative Home Design Lawn and Garden Design
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Decision Magazine

Facing an Unknown Future
By Billy Graham

Unspaoiled and umsoiled, the newr year lies before
ns—345 days of golden opporhoniry. We stand at the
dividing of two streams; one called Yesterday. and
the other, Tomomow. We know every bend and every
furm in the river Yesterday, but the rver Tomomow
stretches out mte an unkncam fiture.

We are living in 3 world that is far different from
our world of Yesterdsy. We are living in troubled and
difficnlt times.

Tiep many people, this new year will bring suffer-
ing. soarow and uniold sadness, Many will be called upon to walk through the
“valley af the shadow of death” (Psabm 23-4). During this new vear, some will
stand at the grave, blofting hot tears of bereavement 3z 3 minister says of a de-
parted loved one, “Dust you are, and fo dust you shall return @ (Genesis 3:190.

Some people will be mammed by accidents on higtrarays, and others will be vic-
fims of cancer or heart attacks. Some may fall victim to the sttacks of termorists,
and others will experience financial disaster.

And millions of people, wandering aimlbessly in life’s stuggles, will be filled
with inner fears and frastrations and fail to realize their cherished dreams. hopes
and ambitions.

These are cold, harsh, depressing facts. But we need to remember that the new
vear is @ venmre into the noknown, and we are going to have mw rechink our lives.
This new year affords us an opporunity to take spiriual imventory of our lives to
sea if onr spirheal resources are sufficient for the needs and demands of the com-
g days of mial temptation snd semow. In the midst of all tis thers iz ot one
hope—the hope that Tesus Christ is coming apzin. Withont that hope. we cannot
face the futars.

New Relationship

First, as we face the new year, we need to have a pew relztionship with God. It
is imperative that we come into the blessed realization that God loves us, what-
ever our efhmic, relimions or political background, and that Jesus Christ is Savior
and Lord and Baster of our lives.

The psalmist David, cutwardly religions tat imwardly cormaps, committed
crimes of adultery and porder, Realizing that a mere profession of reliFion could
not save him  Travid praved, "Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a
steadfast spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). David had walked with God, bar he
wandered off the path of victorious living. He fell before God's face snd said '@
God, cleanze me, make me a new parson™ (Cf Psahm 51:7). And God forgave
him and cleansed him.

In an howr when the media applands impurity, whea it is the style to be unfaith-
ful to marmiage vows, when men and women of many matrimoenial venmres ame
the idols of millions, I believe that down desp there is a heart hunger for the real-
ity of Christian experience.

Jesus insisted that we become recipients of this experience with God: “Fou meuss
be borm again ™ (Jobn 3:7). Jesus, who declared Himself to be the Trath (John
14:48), eliminated forever the possibility of man saving himself by respectability,
ouiward honor or charitable works.

Wt umtil we admit and confess that we are lost, that our entire existences is
warped by deep-rooted sins, that our every imagination is contirmal evil, can we
become conscions of the nead of the new birth

The Bible says, “having been born apain, not gf corruptible teed but imcorrupr-
ible, through the word of God which Ihves and abides forever” (1 Peter 1:23). The
regensration of the individual is pmch more needed than the revelation of seciety.
For when the individual is regenerated by the grace of God, that power will be falt
thronzhont the society in which that mdividnal moves, and it will have a continu-
ons chain reaction.

Dio yvou want 1o change the world? Then accept Jesus Christ as your Savior
now, at the beginning of this new year, and live a life dedicated to Him.

Time’s Importance

Second, as we face the new year, we need 8 new senss of mne’s onportance.
Ome of the most chemished gifts that God gives us is tme. Many a person throngh
caralegsness and wastmg fime has sesn opporumities slip away. The Bible says,
“So teach us o number our dayz, that we may paim o heart of wisdom ” (Pralm
RR-12). Apain, it says, " [Redearm] the time, becauze the days are @il " (Ephesians
5:16)

Time is the dressing room of etermity. In the few fleeting days of life on this
planet we are given the opportunity to prepare for eternity, and the Bible says,
“How shall we ercape {f we negiect so grear a salvation ™ (Hebrews 2:3),

We can waste e by idleness and by nnprofitable conversations and excessive
attachments to worldhy amusements, But we can redesin fome by emploving it
wisely, by attending to character-building, by meditaong oo the greamess of God
and on His Word. Let us take fime to pray i this new year, to read God's Word
in this new year Lat ns take ime to be pleasant. to wimess for Christ to help the
needy, to spend time with our loved ones, to develop 3 sy disposition.

Omn the sundizl at All Souls College, Ooford TUiversity, in Oeeford, England,
there is this Latin inscription: Pereant ef imputaniur, which is translated, “The
hours perish and are laid to our charge.” Someday we must give ao accoumt of our
tfime. What are you going o do with the 12 months that e before you?

Life"s Valaes

Third as we face the new vear, we need a new appraisal of life's walues. Books
on the market are designed to restore man’s lost confidence in himself. “Believe in
yoursalf” is the message of many 8 modem pulpir.

Bur 3 man who is drowming doesn’t need faith in imself he npeds a lifesaver,
A condpnmed man walking to the eleciric chair doesn't need faith in himeslf he
needs forgiveness. A4 man lost in the jungle doesn't need faith in himself he nesds

to know the way out.

The Bible says, “Ha who
frusts im kis own heart is a
Jool, bur whoever walks wisely
will be deiivered” (Proverbs
28:26). If we are to face this
new year with fzith cmly
in bhundering, fioundering
mankingd, then this year is
destimed to take us o new lows
in bnman sufferme and misery,
Christ, indeed, is the bope of
the world. At this new vear let
us sk our Father for 8 new
sense of atermal valees and live
every day with those eternal
wvalues in view.

New Power

Fourth, a5 we face the new
year, we need 3 new power.
The Bible says, “Fou shall
recenw pover when the Holy
Epirit has come upon you'"
{Acts 1:8). The world has
never been more ripe for harvest than it is at this very hour Cur nations are under-
going an unprecedented search for purpose and meanine which God can use for
good to tum individuals back to Hon in repentance and faith. But we need Christ's
power, the infilling of the Holy Spint. If we are to have that power of the Spint of
Fod, we need to yield cur lives unreservedly to Him.

I believe that God's judement is falling upon cur world, and that unrest in
the world is causing people to think about spirineal things. People want o know
mvore abont who God is and if He really loves them. Manoy people are looking
fior consolation and hope—for the present and for the fumre—that wanscend the
nvoment-bry-mcoment issues they see on TV or bear on the radio. We need to tam
to God as never befiore. You can do that now by giving vour life and your heart to
Jesus Christ.

Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, Mew EKing James Version

Frrthermare we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected s, and we gave
them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unie the Father af
spirits, and live? Hebrews 12:9-11

Prc:-tectin.g
what's
Important

Celebrating 100 Years 1919-2019

#% FORTNER

“f’ Y " INSURANCE AGENCY
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Spruce Pine, Burnsville, Newland, Banner Elk

www.fortnerinsurance.com 'ﬂ
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Obedient Heart Fellowship

Commanded to Love
By Jim Huskins Fﬂ'ﬂ' !Eﬁa:

P! el It ]" 1_ _ “ et N e kS B

& ¥ In Matthew 22:34-40, our Messiah lists the ¥
RANCE SERVICES, I i T, “oreat” commandment zs; “Fou shall love the Loard J J
el o . _ j vaur God with all your heart and with ali vour soul
Frowain u : and with all yeur mind."” He added: “dnd a second is like it- Fou shall love your

nelghbor as yvourselfl On there fwo commuanadments depend all the Law and tha

! FProphets. " When I snggest that God expects his forgiven children to live lives of

_F.t,.,u,u,m -.,_,1 1l'r_|']|L rear citiz t:u.,,nf Contact one of od obedience to His commmands, T am often told that Fesns only gave tono conmmands,
z and that if we have 3 warm fesling toward God and our neighbors then we are

LR for <) *1'“ £ f sty agents foday fulfilling the law. But is that what scripfure teaches? What does it mean to “love”
Ve f.r.- aup ..Hr'.'ﬂfr!l_ Hi! ns, Medicare God with our heart, soul and mind?
Plans, Life, Annuities, 401K Transfers and The Bible defines what it means to love God. and thar definition has nothing to
Lone Term Care Coverase do with our feelings or best intentions. On the contrary, Biblical love is an active
= ¥ rather than an emotional process. Consider the following staternents from the
275 North Main Street » Marion, NC 28752 Aodie nfay

Jobm 14:15: “Jfvou love me, you will keep my commmanadmenis.” John 14:21:
B28B.652.1553 local » B88.528.1553 toll free “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest
mysaffio him.” John 14:23-24: “If mpeone lover me. ke will keep my word, and
my Father will love him, and we will comae fo hire and make our home with Rir
Whoever does rot love me does not keep my wonds. dAnd the word that you hear iz

' pat mime but the Father § who sent me "' John 15100 “[f vou beap my commmand-
C rﬂﬁﬁwm‘d 5ﬂ|ut]ﬂn mants, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father 5 commandments
ard alide in ks lonw. ™ 1 John 2:4-5; “Whoever says 7T Enow him ™ bu? does not
Feep his commandments is a liar and the ruth is not i kim, e whoever beaps
his word, in fam irudy the love of God iz perfecied. By this we sy know that we
arg in kim. " 1 Jobhm 5:3: “For this & the love of God, that we beep his command-
mants. And kis commandments are not bundensome ™ 2 Tobm 1:6: “And this iz
love, that we walk according fo kis commandmenits, this is the commnandment, just
az you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk i it "

Or cultare defines “love’™ as 2 warm feslinge that requires no action. The Bible
defines loving (3od as keeping his conmmandments. Which of theze approachss
should 3 Christian follow? When we intentiona]ly dizobey or ignore God’s com-
| mands, we are showing Him that we do not love kim. Caoly our obedience to His

Word makes clear our acmal love for Him Meither good intentions nor simcere
motives are enough Jesus made this fact clear in Matthew 15:8: “IThis people
hanars me with thar lips, but thelr heart i3 fbar from me. ™

The father of lies takes merciless advantaze of o Biblical ignorance. Only
safanic influence could cause meny preachers and eachers to refer to God’s
commandments as a: “Scary checklist of dos and don'ts.” I am ofiren told thar I
should forns more on gprace—{God’s love for ns—but how could T possibly accept
His love for me withowt responding by loving Him in the manner which He has
clearly statad.

Anyone who enjoys the blessings that come from 3 long-term, loving marmrisge
relaticnship knows that your spouse has distinct preferences regarding bow she or
L heprefu;zm_he!mﬂ“ﬁlgmmynfmw‘spr&fﬂﬂmmhuhm

or inmitive, It would be smpid to blatantly iznore her or his clearly stated prefer-

O ences. Such an spproach would guarantes that the kappy marmiage would capidly

deteriorate.

T This same dynamic exists in our relatonship with God. Regardless of how

Tl ALL FIGHTS RESERVED many times we have been told by some preacher or well-intended teacher that He
does not expect us to follow his commandments, the Bible states the opposite,
Begardless of those out of confext werses chemy-picked from Galatians or Ro-
mans of Colpssians, God's instmactions for living found in the first five books of
the Bible are neither a corss nor an nopessible harden. Repardless of hoar moch
you raasure yvour “freedom™ m Christ, that freedom does not inclode wilkful sin

s d k 5 I -, with impunity. Regardless of how convinced vou are that Paul exoused Christians

u ﬂ u 'ﬂ utlﬂn from keeping God's commmands, that is simply not possible since the Son of God
says the opposite.

Pl never clzims that God's law is 3 curse. To do so would be to contradict
all of scripture. His references fo the “oarse™ of the law are used in several ways.
The most common is to make it clear that we do not bave to keep the law for
salvation. Owr salvaton is a free gift of grace throngh faith Panl also refers m the
“rurse™ associated with not keeping God's instactions, See Deuteronomy 11:26-
28. Paul never claims that God's law is impossible to keep. Ses Dienteromomy
30:11 and Fomamns 10:5-8. Panl never claims that Torah is cancelled. He makes
clear the opposite. Ses Acts 24:13-14 and Faoomans 7:12.

Of course, some of Paul’s teachings regarding Torzh are difficalt to nnderstand.
Pater told us that such was the case while the Apostles were still iving. The fact
remains, however, that we are commanded to love God, and he tells us plainky
that loving Him means keeping his commandments. I snggest that yon choose this
day whom you will serve.

Obedient Heart Fellowship believes that the enfire Bible is ttue and relevant.
We accept salvation by grace through faith in Jesus, and we atempt to lowve and
serve Him by keeping his commandments. We mest each Sabbath—5Seventh
Day—at Abba’s House, 72 Sonth Main Street in Maron, 10:00 A M. 828-260-
7913

Jim & Beverly Hushins are mambers gf Obedient Hearr Fellowship.
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The Rest Of The Story
Dipups Haell

This one mraly did happen, and it may have been the fonniest event that Clint
ever wrote about in his six month tenure on Hamrell Hill Fanms. The ham he tells
ghout was an absohite mess and the manre was as he deccribed @t marfol! It was
2 total accident that the hoss, and I was bolding it zot torned on Cling. T would
honestly never do that on purpose but once it kappened, I have never seen 3 more
hilarions sight than he was. Fead, langh and enjoy:

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm
By Clint Pollard

Many of vou have written or called abont Clint's
Chronirles on the Funmwy Farm. It sesms that vouw take sreat
pleasure in o1y many foibles and near —misses with danger,
Alsg, some of you question my veracity — that would be
TEUTH telling — regarding these tales. A couple things you
shonld know: clearly the Lord is protecting me from nryself
and the myTiad monsters and events that seek to sooff me
ont; and these stories are sbsohmely e (pot to say I don™t
Exazzerate 4 teeny oy bit g ) Mow get a load of this.

Ancient Cow Manore!

moTning ty constmet 8 new oritter choate. or cow tunnel or cow fonnel or what-
ever it is yon czll the slender litile space where cows nnknowingly o before they
mest the head-gate. Ya know, this famung asiness gets pretty micky if'n you
don't know what you're doing so I &y to stand back a2 wee bit when we fackle a
new challenze.

Mow one wonld imagine that constmcting a namow chutefummel firme] woald
be famly simple. some 334" 436%s 34" plywood, screws and eleciric screw-
driver, and a 2 ton headzate. Simple enongh right? Wrong answer!

Ya see the choice location for our construction project is the “Aunt Mze Bam™,
5o called after Aunt Mae Byrd (Doug's Aunt). An aside, I've lesmed over the last
many months that Dioug snd Barbara are related to evervone i Mitchell County
and beyond. So if you're local please feel free to drop by for dinner with your
distant relatives, anytime o . Fueally, tell Barbara that Farmer Clint sent youw

Amyway, the floor of the Annt kMae Bam is really not a floor, of course. (Even
I koo you don't put floors in @ bam, whatdya think I'm simple?) So the foor is
really the ground, but in this bam it's not really the groumd because GROUND IS
DIET. Oh no, we can't have dirt ground on Harrell Hill Fammes — this GROTMD is
100% cow patiies, about § feet deep and at least 100 years old.

Now yon are likely saving, ‘5o what is youor problem Farmer Cling?™ Hundred
year old cow pies st be finn and packed down! True enonzh. . unless the tin
roof of the bam has boles in it the size of Haley's Comet and we've just kad tor-
rential raims. Another guestion I bave for the Lord some day, how come it doesn®t
rain when you nead it on the crops but it pours when you bave to dig in cow
manure?

As we walk — actually slog — info the bam it is clear this will be a story for
the ages. I'm talking knes deep in ancient cow manure, 50 thick and gooey I can
barely lift one foot in front of the other And, naturally, when I take a step the
bovine feces splateer all over me and the surounding area.

Dipug has another brilliant idea_ we will submerge 3 small bilze pump in the
Liguid dvng smd pipe it right owt the window: T am constantly smazed the ingenn-
ity requited o be 3 farmer . uat I'm leamming so very mach!

Hamurally it is MY FOB w hold the littdle pump under the water'prehistoric
mastodon dung while Doug props the hose on the window sill. That was working
just fine vmtil T allowed the pomp to rise slightly losing its vaonum. With a look
of frustration and disdain Doug tamed o tell me to hold the pump deeper in the
omck and mire.

I ingested heaven only knows bow nach gramy, puinid cow droppings; my ears
filled o overflowing. . I was totally delnged by an E-COLI shower! I dared not
scream lest I swallow a terminal dose, I could not mon as my fully submerged
baots seemed forever vacuum-held a foot below the surface dumg. My shirt was
bursting buttons, nrv pants besped high, pomified manure dopping from ory heir. .
I thought Dows was going to pass out! Once e finally regzined composure he

Gaspimg for 2o I looked at my friend, “Ya know." I szid “Iif amy other bu-
man on planet earth did that to me they would die rght now!™ With that crooked
smile and a twinkle in his eyve, Doug replied, “Yeah but it's me, hoh? And we are
friends. Wanna go have somme hmch™ (Lonch? How can anyone think about hinch
afier that? Hoooom sounded like a pood idea to
me.)

Pemming to the farmbeowze I began hosing
myself down, hose down mry shirt, doam my pant
leps, head to toe, when Barbara peeked out the
door, “What are y*all doing™" she asked “Oh_ just
Eot into 4 bit of 3 mess ™ T explained, “and don’t
want to drag it inte the bouse ™ Dioug chuckled,
“Egllard, you are a mip!” Indeed T am.

Conuc relief on Hamell Hill Fanms, once agaim I
dodged a bullet — death by e-coli emersion. Thank
you Lord!

Humbled in the Hills,

Fammer Clint

Jackson Hewitt

No Fee
Refund Advance

You could get up to

*3900

0% APR Loan

it i) By Wkyle™ o sl
ama

------

911 W. Union St. Morganton, NC

ph: 828-433-4455
fax: 828-433-4488
inside Wal-Mart
828-433-2243

www.jacksonhewitt.com
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Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:

* Numbness or buring in feet or hands
« Sharp electnc like pains

* Pan on walking

« Difficudt sleeping due to pan

* Prickling or tmgling in feet or hands

* Balance problems

You may have Neuropathy.
Pharmaceutical treatment for

neuropathy has not proven fo
be effective in the long ferm.
Owr office has had excellent
results in the reduction and
elimnation of sympioms by
using & multi therapeutic
approach including low level
|zzer therapy, spine care and
nutrition.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE

IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.

CRUZ

Life Center

Narwral Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY

CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING
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How to Recover Your Conscience
By Alan Griffin

The first time the word “conscience™
was mentoned in the Bible is John 58
(METV) we have the Phanisees frying
wap Jesus inte disagreeing with the Laws
of Mioses. They brought to Him 2 woman
who had been caught in the act of adultery,
and according to Mossic Law she shonld
be stoned to death. They asked Feans what
He has to =gy shout the matter, and he
said, "He that &z without sin among you, lat him firs? cazt a sfone of ker " And
they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went ont one by
one, bezinning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was lefi alons, and the
wiomsn standing in the midst. Fobm §:9 (WETV) KMost, if not all of these men, wers
suilty of the same zin 50 being conwvicted by their own conscience they laft.

When mankind fall ffom God through sin be began to think of himself as hav-
ingz a soul mstead of being one. Many today view themselves as a body, bat in
all reality we are a soul of thoughts and emotions that resides in a body of flesh.
Ohr body grows old and dies. and onr soul lives oo forever. Man wanders around
the world today a moral fool saying to bimself “If T go to hell, T will have plenty
of comparmy ™ Mothing could be firther frorm the toth If, by vour oam foolish
desires. yon end up in hall vom will be alone in total darkest with only your regrets
to eooupy your mind. It is 2 place totally devoid of the Spint of God, and the lone-
liness there will crush your heart for the concem of your loved ones.

Today we do everything in our power o block our conscience. Dmegs, alcohol,
food, relationships, work, shopping, social and entertaiming medis, are all part of
Satan's plan to bleck the voice of our conscience. This has led to an unpreceded
sbundance of mental illmess in today’s world There are ot many zane people left
who are grounded in reality. Most of ns struggle with one or more of the problems
sbove, and this has led to mass marders, snicides, and nnconmollable depression.
Every facet of our lives reveals the inner sfrife of mankind If we have any kind of
conscience at all it is weak from neglect and imnored oo & daily basis.

I would like to take you down the road to reality for cne mimate If sin and hell
iz what God says it 1s, if God had to send His Son down to earth to be cracified on
2 cross, and had to die a bormble death, is it asking too much for us to believe that
theze things are me? We have the wimess of the Holy Spirit inside of ws, and if
we have difficulty believing the word of God then it Is evident we have sin in our
life. The Holy Spinit of God operates in three different fields mzide of a healihy
mind. It comvices us of sin, Whether past or present, 3 healthy conscience tells us
when we are doing wrongz. It leads us to nghteous living, and makes us aware of
present and fiomre mdgment.

A bealthy conscience guides our inner life away from sio and encourages us
to do what is rght It towches our beart, and encouragzes us to put others first. It
isplates us from the sim in our life, and separates us from evil. Man’s fear resists
his comscience hecanss it proves we are lost, and our sonl is destmed for umiversal
loneliness. We stand before the anzer of (God, and realize oar just pumishment is
to spend eternity in hell. We realize our mind is commupted, and it is in need of 3
cure that only Fesns Chrst can provide. The conscience is abways on God's side,
and the inner voice will always instruct you to do what is right. It is our sonar, our
radar, and our GES to rightful living It helps us remove the roadblocks of sin so
we an have fellowship with our Creator. It is one of the main ministries of the

All of us have had moral ilhimination becanse the Holy Spinit’s presence lights
the way for the inner man to follow. It is up to us to absorb thar light and rake
heed of its puidance. 5o, we renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking
in crgftiness mor handiing the word of God deceitfielly. but By manffestafion of the
trath commending ourselves fo avery man & conscience in the sight of God. 2 Cor-
infhians 4.2 (WETV) The purpose of 3 good conscience is 1o achieve a pure heart,
having sincere faith and setting an example for others to follow. We are all guilty
of doing wrongz_ It is ome we Ty to do what is right, and give the Holy Spirit of
od an oppormanity to lead wus in rghteous living. We start by believing what the
Bible =xys is mue, living according to the word of God, doing what the Bible says,

When we take the first step there is a Tansacton within our buman spitit, and
we grow in confidence that we are forgiven . . . foogiven becmise God paid the ul-
nmate sacrifice fior our wrong doing. He placed His Son on & cross to pay for our
zin debt. and to free ns from the curse that has been on mankind since the fall of
Adam By faith God swakews our soul from its slunber of death and touches oor
COnSCIENCE to expose us 1o the comviction of our sins. This is the begiming of the
process of regeneration where the Holy Spinit cleanses us from all wrong doing.
He transforms us info a being of light, and in time removes all darkness from our
inmner being, and exposes us o the wonderful world of etemal life.

We can start this process with a simiple prayer. Dear heavenly Father, [ have
let the confusion of this world blind me to Your presence. [ believe that blocking
the iomer voice You have ziven me is a fatal fiaw of my being. [ pray, Father, that
You remiove the sin from my soul so that my conscience is onoe again in working
order, leading me to a path of rightecus iving, and making it possible for me o
have fellowship with You. In Jesus Christ's name [ pray, Amen,

Alan (riffin started the Kdmchrizt miniziries i Novembar 1007, He has workoed
with inner city Rds for 21 years. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure thert wowld reach people of all ages and has bean writing since 2005, The
minisiry has expanded their websites o reach around the world, Kidznehrist com,
millenmialchristian.com, feensmchrist.com, Seniorsnchrist.com, PICTure-Verse. com,
and rouhworks-mmalleroups.com. We had an outreach of over I3,000, 000 people
Tast year with 36 000,000 imprezsions. [fvou have any guestion: for Alan you can
reach kim at alan@kidznchrisi.com

www. brenews.com
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Love Shouldn't Hurt

By Tracy Black
Mitchell County

Febmary iz a month for love. It is the promise of a
fresh start with the new year and the ultimate day for
lovers and sweethearts is upon us. As we exchanps the
Valentine cards and chocolates let’s not lose sight of
reality. The reality is not everything that sesmes like love
is. Here are some of the signs of an abusive relationship.
= JEALOUSY — Jealousy is not a sign of love as the
abuzer would have you think. It is 3 sign of possessiveness and lack of tmust. The
abuser will question yon abont who yon talk to and accuse you of flirting or be
jealous of the time you spend with fanuly, fiends or children.
= CONTROLLING BEHAVIOR. — The batterer may question you about where
you went, who vou talked to, insist on making the  decision abput what you do,
what youn wear, limit phone nse and who you can talk to on the phone, who your
friends are efc._.
= QUICE INVOLVEMERMT — The batterer may insist on 8 conwnitment very esrhy
in the ralatonchip. hMany battered women knew their abmser lecs than 6 months
before they were engaged mamied or living together
= UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS — Expects vou to meet all his neads, o be the
perfect wife, mother, lover, or friend. He will say things like “Tf you love me, [ am
all you need " etz
= ISOLATION — The abuser will try to cut you off from all resources. If you have
men friends, you are a whore. If you have women friends, yon are a leshian. If
you are clpse to family, yon are “ted to the spron strings ™ He may try o keep
you from working or going to school
= BLAMES OTHERS FOR. FEOBLEMS / FEELINGS — He thinks someone is
always out to get
him or doing him
wrong. He may
makes mistakes
and then blame
wyon for upses-
fing him. He will
tell you that you
are at fault for
glmaost anything
that goes wronz.
He will tell you,
“Yom make me —
mad " “You make me happy.™ “?mcmlhwlﬁaﬂ”ﬂl&mghhemkaﬂu
decizion abont what he thinks and feels, he will nse feelings to manipulate yow.
= HYPERSEMSITIVITY — The sbuser is easily insulted claming yoa “turt his
feelings,” when he is really very mad or takes personal setbacks as sttacks against
hitn. He may rant and rave sbout things that bave happened which are a part of
everyday life.
= CRUELTY TO AWNDMALS OF. CHILDREEN — The sbuser bromlly “punishes™
amimals and seems t0 be msensitive o their feelings. He may expect children to be
capable of doimg things beyond their vears, tease children uniil they cry, beat the
children, keep them izplated in their room, edc. ..
= FORCED OF. PLAYFUL USE OF FORCE IN 5EX - Many like to throw you
down and hold yvon durmg sex. Mav act owt fantasies whers yon are belpless. Lets
you ko the ides of rape excites him. Shows little concem abont whether yon
want to heve sex and will manipulate you into complying. May have sex with yon
while you are sleeping or demand it when yon are tired or ill.
= VERBAL ABUSE — The abuser will say things mean and burifial to you. He may
degrade you, curse you, call you names, tell you you're stupid and unable to finc-
o without him, and mnning down auy of your accomplishments.
=D JEEYLL AND ME. HYDE — The abuser may bave sudden mood changes,
Cme mimate be is nice the next be is exploding in anper. Explosiveness and moodi-
ness are typical of people who beat their partners.
= PAST BATTERING — The sbuser may tell vou he has hir 3 woman in the past,
ot they made him do it. Yoo may hear from his relatives or friends, past wives or
girlfriends that be is abusive or has been before.
= THEEATS OF VIOLENCE — This could be awy threar of piysical violence
meant o contral oo Bx: “T'1 slap your mouth off ™ “I"1] break your neck.™ “I"11
kill you." The sbuser will tell yon that they do not really mean it that evervbody
falks like that
= BEEAETNG OR STRIEING OBJECTS - The sbuser may bresk your prized
possessions. This is nsed to temorize you inte submmission. He may best on a table
or furnitare with his fist, throw objects aroumnd, ec...
= ANY FORCE DURING AN ARGUMENT — The baterer may hold you dowmn,
physically restraming vou from leaving, pushing, shoving, etc...

Diegpite what awyone tells you, none of these characterisocs are part of a
healihy ralationship. If you recognize your relationzhip here please reach ont for
help. MMitchell County SafePlace is available to talk via our 24 hour hotline. 828-
TH5-4044. We'te here to listen you don't even havs to tell us your names! Bememn-
ber, love shonldn't burt!

Tracy E. Black, Interim Executive Director Mitchell County SqfePlace

Likkewise, ve husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving
hononr unte the wife, as unro the weaker vessel, and as being heirs to-
gether of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 1 Peter 3:7

Il County Chamber of C

Receives Grant to Su
Workforce Developme

By Patti Jenszen
Mitchell Couniy

mtmtivs

The Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce has been
swarded a grant from the NC Depammnent of Commerce
“Miaximize Caroling™ program. The 75,000 grant (with
15% of the amount being provided by matchimg fumds
from local parmers) will assist in kicking off 3 Mitchell
County workforce education mnd swareness mitiative.

The project was developed in response to many existing companies indicat-
ing they are stmzzling to find and retain employess. This is especially troe in
established that there is 3 lack of understanding on what career opporunities
are awvailable in Mitchell County and that locating the infonmation when avail-
shle is exiremnely difficul:. The new workforce initiagve funded by the blaximize
Carolina Grant and other parmers will begin o address the gaps in information on
types of jobs available in the marketplace now and growih areas anticipated in the
future. It will tie these opporiumities to the training required fo successfully attain
thesza positions (mnch of the training being available through Aayland Com-
numity College) and provide information on possible assistanee with fimding the

o .

The program is modeled after the Work In Burke program facilitated by the
Burke Dievelopment Inc. The Burke County program was addressing the same
issues that the mdustry in Mitchell Coumty is facing and became a great resource
for the project. The project was referred to the Mitchell County Chamber by the
regional MC Economic Development Parmership Industry Manazer, Bill Slagle.
“The staff at Work m Burke have been very supportive in seeing their project
become a mode] for Mitchell County, said Pami Jensen, Director of the hitchel]
County Chamber of Commerce. “The Work in Burke program has been very
successful and we appreciste therr program staff being such & great resource for
replicating their project in Mrichell Connty™

The campaipn is 3 joint effort with parmers from across the connty, region
and state, including: local busines: and mndustry, Mayland Commuonity College,
Mitchall County Public Schools, Mitchell Connty Chamber of Commerce, High
Conniry Workforce Dievelopment Board, Mitchell County EDIC and others. Work
will bepin immediately with a parmership with Mitchell Coumty Schools CTE
ProgTam to survey siudents and parents i the school system to gather their input
and feedback on workforce issues. The pext steps will inclode creating the content
for a robmst website and a multi-media outreach plan aimed at providing needed
information to primarily nuddle and hizh school smdents and their parents. Plans
are o expand the reach of the program as maore resources become available. Plans
are to work with the stodents in the school system to hawve them be a pant of the
branding of the project as well with their mput and feadback.

“When mesting with oor industry parmers. we were hearing of the issnes they
were having in findimg qualified workers to meet the nesds of their business and
also their concems about the future workforce pipeline that would feed their
future expansicns and employment needs,” said Jensen, Thess conversations with
business leaders led to the Chamber researching oppormnites to help sand respond
and this led them to the Work m Burke program and the Maximize Carolins grant.
“Te sppreciate the assistance provided by the NC Deparment of Conmmerce to
our effiorts’, said Jensen. With the fast changes taking place in in the workplace, it
is increasingly important for all students to continue their education beyond high
schopl whether through certification programs or degrees. With all our parmers
engaged in these efforts, we balieve we can close the information gap that exists
=nd assist more of our students in finding a career that is rizht for them right hera
in Mitchell Coumiy.

The Marimize Caroling Sector grants are desizgmed to “address skills gaps in
robust and emerging mdustry sectors™ according to the BN Commerce website.
These grants can be nsed to address challenges such as applicants lacking specific
skills, lack of sactor brand swareness and work-based learning oppormnities.
“The CTE program in MMitchell County Schools and the workforce development
programs at Mayland Convmmumity College are doing an excellent job in work-
ing with our students and our comamnity, Our lecal industry is stepping up o
the plate to be engazed parmers with our education systems as well, This new
initiative will be a piece of the puzzle to support these programs in e communiy
znd try to fill any gaps that our edwcation smd bosiness indusiry parmers feal are
needed ™ said Jensen

In sddition, the Chamber has alse received support for this initistive from the
WL General Asssmbly as well as Duke-Energy and the Mitchell County Eco-
nomic Developmvent Commdssion. “We appreciate the General Assembly, Duke
Enerzy and cur EDC office for coming on board o early in this project, showing
their support for workforce development in our conmmmities and their confidence
in this initiative, said Fensen.

Abeout Mitchell County Chamber of Conumerce

The missicn of the Mitchell County Chamber of Commerte is o support busi-
ness and promote comnmrity. The Chamber is made up of hundreds of tasimess-
es, industries and individual members whose geal is o promote MMitchell County,
the aurmoumding reFion and its ecomomy.

The Chamber oparates tano locations in Mitchell County. The Wfitchell Coumty
Visitor's Center is located i the Musenm of B.C. Minerals, just off the Blue
Ridge Parkway. The Visitor's Center grests tens of thousands of visitors each year
and provides them with information abont the coumty. Adminisirative offices for
the Chamber are located on Crystal Soeet in downtown Sprace Pine.

Contact: Patti Tensen, 828-765-2033 pjensen|@mitchellcountychamber org

Parti Jensen is Director gf the Mitchal] County Chamber of Commmence.
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Denison Forum

By Dir. lim Dienizon

he went.

o take care of her

of his Lifa.
Adversity is opporiunity

usually theeir assassinstion.

Veteran Visits Wife's Grave Over 1,300 Times

Ted Fichardson is a nimety-three-yesr-pld veteran He and
Florence met as teens, then he left to serve 25 3 Manne m
Wiorld War II. Bt he took her picture with him everywhere

They pot married after the war. Ted says Florence always
took care of hint—for seventy-two years. 5o, now it's his tam

f' CSb.aH’é
"""7, Center‘

-"‘Iﬂ"i-h'.-r"'

il faa

Shaire Center is excited to announce the opening of our newly state licensed

Memory Care Uit appropnately named " The Shepherd's Door” located within our
Assisted Living Facility,

Our new state of the art unit combines the comforts of home and the peace of mind
that comes from knowing that a compassionate. around- the-clock stafl 1s providing
excellent Dementia and Alzheimer's Care,

We are located in the Cajah Mountain Community of Lenoir committed to meeting
the needs of Caldwell and surrounding counties.

Our campus offers continuum of care with our on-site Skilled Rehabilitation and
Nursing Facility as well as Independent Living Apartments,

Choosing the nght place 1s a big decision. We welcome vou to tour our facility and
see how Shaire Center has made a ditterence for over 33 vears and will continue to

make a difference with the addition of our new Memory Care Unit.

We have no other cause as worthy as investing into people's lives,

1450 Shaire Center Dr. Lenowr, NC 25645 B2B-T28-6500 Sharecenter.com

Ted visits his wife’s grave six days a week, witour fail taking three buses to get
there. He cares for it meticulowsly, mmming weeds and brushing sway leaves. He has
slready arranged for his chorch to bring fowers to Florence’s grave after he dies.

He has already visited over 1 300 times_ He says it's worth it to be close to the love

Az you leok back owver 2018, what events come to mind™

If you're like most of us, your challenges and problems lemmn barge. If someone you
loved passad awmay, their death marked your Life.

History feels the same way. When we think of David, Goliadh is followed inmedi-
stely by Bathshaba. Ouor first thought aboor Abraham Lincoln or John F. Kennedy is

Buz we doa’t have o bet our losses define us. Like Ted Richardson, we can chopse
o homor the past by the way we live in the present. And we can view adwersiny as the

oppormnity it is.

In Zecharish 13, the Lord foresells of
a day when “pne thind"” of the people will
sarvive the judsrment to come (v. §). Then
“T'will pu this thivd o the fire, ond
rifine them oz one ngines sihver, and fest
them as gold = fexted ™ (v 98).

With this resuls: "They will call upon
ry mand, ad Jwill arswer tham, Twill
sy Thay ane miy people ' and they will
say. The LORD is myy God™” (v 9h).
Three ways to redeem our challenges

Grold and sibver nmst be refined fo
e rzefial to the craftsman who smploys
them Water nmest be purified to be healthy
for those who droink it

W should view adversity as opporiu-
nify, for thres reasons.

Cre: Adversity helps us evaluate the
health of oor souls.
Charles Spurgeon, conumenting oa the
fact that reeds depend upon water for
sarvival (Tolb 8:11), asked himself “Thae
Tonly serve (od when T am in zood
company, of when raliFion is profitable

and respectahle? Dha I love the Lord anly
when temporal cormforts are received

from His hands™"

He then ohserved that “a godly man of-
ten grows best when his worldly cincum-
stances decay”

In fact, this is an excellent way to
knowy that a person is godly. As C. 5.
Lewis noted, numing on the light doesn®t
create ats in te cellar—it meraly reveals
them_

When we respond o adversity by torm-
ing away from God we disoover that

we soupht his blessings more than iz
presence. But wisen we st hirm in hard
times, we discover that our faith is deeper
than gur circumstances,

Twro: Adversity provides a platform for
persuEsive influence.

The Christians whose faith has mipst
impressed me are those who have soffered
the most whils remaming faithfnl We
tiunk of JToseph in prison, Traniel m the
Lion's den, and John mmprizoned on Pat-
mas. [ am remermbering parents whio bost
children, patients who endured horrific
phy=ical pain, and sponses who walked
loved ones to the gates of paradise.

A skeptical culture watches Christans
snffer to sea if we belisve what we a3y,
Hard times can be powerfl times for te
gospel.

Three: Adversity imvites 1s to recali-
brate our Life purpose.

Fuobert McFarlane was Fonald Fea-

contimued on page 47

wwrw brcnews_com

February 2019 - Blue Fidge Chnstian MNews page 18



Free Home Eemedies
By Jeff Spargn
Mirchell and Tancey Conriles

Free Home Femedies Program Helps Prevent Substance Tlse
& Helps with Recovery

Pain and siress can often lead people dowm the path of
snbstance misuse as they tum to prescription opicids or other
snbstances in the stternpt to find relief. Thouwrh substances may
dall the pain or siress for 3 time, more and more pnast be taken fo confinues the
feelings of relisf which can evenmally lead to addiction.

The best way to manage pain and siress is o address the health of the wheole
person — mind, body and spirit. As resders of the Blue Bidze Christian News, you
know the importance of spimtual wellnsss which comes thronzgh relationship with
Grod and with other believers. The First and Great Commandment calls us to love
Grpd with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all our siwenzth. We could all
stand to build our capacity to supplement pur spiritnal work with increzsed ments]
clarity, emotional intellizence. snd physical discipline. Yei, attending to physical
and emptional mental needs is somefimes difficnlt due to 4 vanety of reasons like
sy schedules oo time off fromm work, and cost.

Thankfilly, local residents hiave the opporiunity to take part in 8 free program
that helps people address the needs of the whole person through safe and effective
pain and stress manazement techrogues. Home Bemedies: Coonmmity Options
Addressing Pain and Stress is a collaborative effort by the local non-profit orga-
nizaticn Parmers Alisned Toward Health, the Mitchell-Yancey Sobstance Abuse
Task Force (3 program of PATH), BHA Health Services, and Blue Ridge Resional
Hospital. Home Femedies® overarching goal has been to reduce opioid nse for
pain relief

“I'm excited to say we have served over T3 individuals and have a core groap
of 15 faithfnl attendees since starting Last May, " notes Program Director Margot
Foszi. “The program is mesting all of its ohjectives: helping participants relate
to their experience of pain with more coping tools and positivity; and alleviatng
pain or suffering throngh complementary health practices. mchading numdfol at-
fention practices, movement, and health coaching ™

“Home Femedies provides information and support for patients and provid-
ers to work together on bridzing a gap that exists in pain management, ™ Boss
says. Physicians at chromic
pain rebakilitation centers
across the counmy em-
phasize that we need to
consider how to reat pain
via different modalities
other than pain medicines
alons. These proven op-
fions inclode mimdfulness
practices and alteTnative
medicines such a5 ant-
inflammatory diet, move-
ment therapy and massage, which are shared through Home Bemedies.

“Mindfulness, or mindful amention, is simply the practice of stopping, notcing
and reflecting on what one is experiencing in the moment, with curiosity and free
of judsment,” Fossi explains. “Mindfulness practices are mental exercises that
focus our attenton for example on our breathing or sounds around us. Fegular
practice is proven to positively affect onr chedces, mmprove our concentration and
memory, build compazsion and shift our response to stress and pain ™

This innovative program connects partcipants to local complementary heslth-
care providers who share soategiss and benefits of complementary practices that
can be wsed in additicn to or in place of prarmaceutical pain medication, or more
imvasive procedures like surgery.

While studies clearly show mindfulness-based prosrams and altematve medi-
cines refieve pain and stress, it's even more convinoing when friends sand neigh-
bors apree thar it works for them. Just ask area residents who have attended Home
Femedies about their experiences.

“Sometimes [ foli ke throwing in the towel,™ explains participant Barbara
Banks. “This program has ziven me the courage 1o go oo, especially when I see
others dealing with the same sort of problems. This is a great support groap. ™

Another participant, who asked to remsm snonymons, has sttendsd nearly all
of the sessioms. He had been ralying on opioids for knee and hack pain, forced to
plan hiz days around their mopact and side effects. “The pain from my neuropatiy
often felt like someone was putting a lit cigarette on my feet,™ be says. “One night
I set the leg of ooy coffes table on my foe to creste 3 constant pain versus the stab-
bing." This participant no longer takes opicids and says his knee and back pain is
zreatly reduced thanks to altemative therapies.

While be still feels pain, be is living the lessons be is leaming in class. “T've
been reading more and more sbout mindfilness since the program bas started,”
he says. “T think that's part of what has belped my bleod pressure drop, slong
with losing weight, something my doctor alse appreciates, My attitude has also
changed and I'm trving hard to keep making lifestyle changes that can confirme

A faithfn] participant who comes to support 3 loved one in chronic pain believes
she has also benefited from the program. “The speakers have besn wonderful. I've
zotten a lof of good ideas for things I can do to Eeep myself in good condition. I
particularly enjoy the mindflness exercises we do every week ™

“It"s rare that a commumnity kas an educations] opporhanity to access this infor-
mation 3t oo cost directly from licensed or certified professionals who practice
locally,” Fossi adds. “Maoy doctors are not sware of the benefits of alterna-
iwe medicines for pain manazement or haven't developed a network of tosted
altermmative medicine providers to share with patents. Home Femedies supports

providers and patients alike as they seek altematives to address pain and mprose
quality of life.”

To leam more, suppaort our work, or get involved as a vohmteer, contact PATH
staff at (828) 682-7800, infojgpathwne org, or www. pathwme.org. For questions
specific to Home Femedies, , visit worw,. path-homeremedies org or contact Jeff

Sparge at jeffigpathome.org.

Jeff Spargo i the Divector of the Mitchall / Tarcey Drug Abuze Thsk Forca.

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“A Lirde Ont OFf The Way, Bur ALOT Less fo Pay™

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

Jonsered

Ph: (828) 688-2369

Fax: (828) 688-5479
Jerry & David Griffith

davidgriffith58 @ frontier.com
griffith25 @ frontier.com

’HmlMau'

Tipton Hill, NC
4301 NC 197 North
Green Mountain, NC 28740

Yo are of Ged, hitde clnldren, and have evercome them:
becanse greater is he that 15 in vou, than he that 15 in the

world. 1 Jelin 4:4
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mmmﬂth&ﬁnsptl
By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

This is first in & series of smdies on the pospel. The
word "mospel™ basically means "zood news " It seems
today for something to sall it has to be bad news. Mot
news today is an attack on a povernmental leader's
character, about someone Killing,  fires that desimoy many
people, or floods that leave people bomeless. We all long
o hear zood news but most of what we hear is had.

I wamt to think with you on the "good news." It is zood
news that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Fomans 5:8). We desetve
io be etermally separated fom God forever, bat God in mercy and grace letus
know there is salvation in and through His Son the Lord Fesus Christ For a person
io get o the Father, be or she must realize the tuth of what Jesns said in John
14:6: "Jesus saith unte kim, Tam the way, the outh, and the [[fe: no man comath
umiéo the Father, buf by me.”

Let's think togsther about the source of the gospel. Where did it originate? Who
began it or brought it abowt? I can easily answer that question from the Bible.
Seven fmmes in the Bible the phrase "Gospel of God" is mentioned (Fom. 1:1;
Fom. 15:16; 2 Cor. 11:7; I Thess. 2:2 8 9: I Bater 4:17). The litile word "of " in the
Scrpmre is 3 source Word. When the Bible says the gospel is the "Gospel of God"
it simply tells us the gospel did not eriginate with man, but it is God whe provided
it fo pooT lost siopers oo their way to Hell

The "Gospel of God" invelves the death burial and resarrection of the Lord Je-
sns Christ. 1 Coninthians 15:1-4 says: “Moreover; brethren, [ declare uwnto you the
sospel which I preached wnto you, wiich alse ye have recetved, and wherain ye
stand,; By which alto ye are saved, [ve beep in memory what I preached unfo you,
urless ye have balieved in vain. For [ defivered wunto you first gf all that which I
alre receivad, how that Cheist diad for our sins according to the scriptures; And
rhat e waz buried, and that he rose again the third day according fo the scrip-
furas. "

It Was Provided From a Personal God

Grod sits upon 2 heavenly throme rules the universe and has all power in
Heaven and on Earth. Yet, He wants to be personal i the life of every person
oa the earth. Through the gospel we can know the Lord Jesus Christ persomalky.
Christianity is & personal relationship with the Lord Jesns Christ

Grod of course is an everlasting God. Man had a begioming in the Garden of
Eden bt his creator, but God Almighiy never had a beginning. He is the etemal
Grod who owes His existence to no one. Dienteronomy 33:27 states: “The eternal
God is thy rgflere, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall torust
out the anemy from bofbee thee, and thall zay, Destroy tham. ™ He is called the
"everlasting God" in three different passages in the Bible (Gen.21:33; Tsa 40:28;

Carolina Home Care

Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

Medicaid Covered Services Other Services
- In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
- CAP Choice = WA Homemakesr Sarvice
= Pediatric Nurse Aids = Companon/Sitter
= Respite
Our in-Home Aldes are supervised by a registered nurse
who s avallable during all hours worked by the aide,

Fom. 16:26). Someone said, "God siepped ort of nowhere and created everything
aut gf notking. "

Iused fo hear 3 song often many years ago, which lyrics said, "He's a personal
Savior, He's mine I know, he lowves me so, He did my soul a personal favor, that's
why I'll tell it out, where ever I may go."

The Bible does not week to prove the exdstence of God, m Gen. 1:1 it assumes
the existence of God. Gen. 1:1 says "In the begimmng God created the heavens
and the Earth "

The zaspel came from a personal God who wants 8 personal relationship with
mankind.

It Was Provided With A Heart of Love

The Bible says clearly m 2 Peter 3.9 “The Lord is not slack concerning hiz
Dromise, O Som wen count slackness; buf iz lonesyffering fo ws-ward, nod willing
thaat any showld perish, but that all should come fo repentance. ™

The Scripmares alse say in John 3:186 "For God o loved the wordd, thar ke ganag
ki only begotien Son, that whozomer believeth in kim should no? parish, but have
averiasting Ijfe. "

It is clear that the Lord doesn't want anyone to 2o to Hell He wanis everyons
who will trust the Blood and sscrifice of His Son to go to Heaven Fustice demands
zin must be paid for to be forgiven bat grace savs you can have a free pift of eter-
nal life thronzh Christ. He paid the pensloy of sin that we could be forgiven and
that the charpes that we have azamst us could be dismissed.

The love of (od is such a mysterions fact and yet it is 2 blessed fact Two main
things prove the love of God. Oune of those is what Christ did for the smner at
Calvary and the other is that He provided the Gospel of God for helpless, Hell
bound simmers.

It Was Provided as the Only Solotion for Man's Sins

There are not many cares for man's sm. Years ago, it was said of civilization
that all roads led to Pome, but all roads do not lead o God.

My life's verse 1= 2 Cornthians 5:21, which savs, "For he hath made him fo ba
sim o ws, who kew no sin; that we might be made the rightecusness af God in
Fam "

Wam, in his boman natire is unguestionably norightesus. The only way for a
persoa to become righteous before God is fo be mads the dghtecusness of God in
Christ.

Christ took the sins of the world upon Himself so that we could be saved and be
reconciled to the Lord. He was able to be our Savior because He was sbsolutely
sinless. He made the pavment for our purity. In the process of God's imypuia-
ton, our sins are not mnputed or credited to our sparitesl account, they are put on
Christ. The righteonsness of Christ is impated or credited to us. When God looks
at the Christisn He sees the nghteousness of His Son This is why we can have
eternal life.

It Was Provided to Give Hope in a Dark Werld

John 1:5 tells ns, "4nd the lght shineth in darfmess, and the darkness compre-
handed it not"

There is so much darkness within the lost sinner and there is certainly a grest
deal of darkness n society. Sociery is o comapt and so ant-God and anii-Bible,
Today people are puided by situstion etics. Instead of just following what the
Bible savs, they say you let the simation guide youw. In other words, nmch of
spCiety says, "1f a man and 3 woman love one another, it is aloght for them o live
together rather than petiing married." Mo, the Word of (od says it is wrong to live
2 sexrually, immoral life. The Bible says, "Flee fomication” (I Corf:18)

Jezus and His pospel shime as light in darknezs. When Jesus comes in through
beliafin Christ and the "Gospel of God™, it is then that light and hope enter info
the darkness of the heart

Light produces warmith. Thank (od for the wanmth snd security our faith in
the Gospel has bronght into our lives. If you don't have Jesus you have missed the
warmth of His presence in your life.

We should be so thankful for the Gospel of God. God is the source of it. If you
have never trusted Christ as your Savior, it is the desire of the Logd that vou do so.

Toom Walker is President af Footiulls Baptist Bible College and Pastor gf Ziem Hill
Baptist Charch in Marion, NC.
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Grow and Learn
Pastor Terry Cheek
McDowel] County

While studying Gods Word, I am constantly sesking
growth and manirity a5 3 Christisn. T believe there are
many Christisne out there who are seeking the same
growth and mahurity. In addition, talking with others I
leam there is a lack of nnderstanding about how to Zet
First, thete is 2 need to grow and leam; second, there is & lack of direction.

F.ecently, while in God's Word I ran actoss a passage of scriphare, which 1 feel
answers both gunestions. The Apesitle Paal while writng to the chuoch of Thes-
salonica had these words to share. “First Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rgj Fvar-
more. Pray withour ceasing. In evary thing give thanks . for thiz is the will of God
in Chrizt Jezus concerning you. ” The church of Thessslonica was growing and
mamrinz They had many questions and needed direction. Let’s expound thres

First, we are to rejoics. Don't just read this and move on, it is 8 alding block
of our Christian growth. We're not falking about just being happy, or satisfied or
even content. Paul is telling us to be thrlled about Tesus! In addition, we should
be this way daily. Motice the word evennore. Evermore rafers o a Confimeous pro-
cess that tailds wpon itself and in this case it is fonnded upon Jesus Christ. Do you
remnember how thrilled you were? Panl is reminding the chorch this can be and
shounld be our daily amimde foward Christ. IE T focus daily on Jesns and make time
daily to read His word, I can live rejoicing in my Lord and Sawvior. When I can't
fimd this, T know to look at my heart because I have something betwesn my Lord
and me. Find an attitnde of rejoicing and experience it on a daily basis.

Second, we are to pray. Prayer I fee] iz the most neglected part of many if not
muost every Christian’s life. If we do not have a good prayer Life we do not stody
Grods Word well, peither do we walk close o the Lord. Praver is the key that im-
locks the trezsures of 3 Christian life. Jesus tells us in Luke 119 “dnd I zay unie
Vou, sk, and it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall find, Inock, and it shall be
opened knie you.” Do you see how prayer is the key that unlocks the treasures of
& Christian life! If we don’t experence the fullness of God, it is because we do not
seek it. Actally, we can tathdully say an effective praver life will belp foster the
gttitude of rejoicing evermore. Prayer keeps our relstdonship with God fresh and
well grounded in Jesus Christ. However, our prayer life should be constant. The
ferm “withont ceasing”, oy opinion is terribly misonderstood by meamy Chiis-
fians. Panl isn’t talking about ws gomg throngh our dey constantly falking aloud fo
God. Paul is, I believe,
referring to us havinge a
heart that is senzitive o
the needs of others and
being able to readily
identify prayer needs as
they come before ns. Do
we want to lift up peopls
and cirromstances that
need (God? If the answer
is yes then our heart
mmist be payingz aten-
fion to what is poing on
around ws. Having the
proper attitude and supporting it with a proper prayer life will greatly improve any
Christian’s walk with the Lord. It will encourage us, edify us, and motivate us to
seek an even closer walk tomodrow, not becanse we have to, bt becanse we want
.

Third, we shonld be thankfinl. This should be understeod for the Christian,
Christian’s are a thankfol people; I really believe thar, however, I believe we ship
when it comes to the depth of our thankfulness. This depth takes on many differ-
ent perspectives. For example; I am amazed when I sit in a restanrant and waich
people recaive their food mnd withont giving a thongzht to being thankiful they
just dig in Lori and I are spproached occasionally by folks thanking us for being
thankfil n public for the food snd service we receive Yoo, we pray m public. We
hawe never heen told we couldn’t give thanks, if the restaurant weonald not allow it,
then we have already decided we cannot dine there. We also pray at home Thoas
that mean we are the measuring stick for praver? Mo, not at all, we are 8 work in
progress. ['m cenfain there are many who can kelp us grow closer by display-
ing & deeper thanksgiving for us. I share this fo encourage vour explorstion and
examuination of vour prayer life. It's not only necessary, it"s crucial to vour walk
with the Lord.

Panl clpses by reminding us this 1s God's Will in Jesus Christ and it concerns
youL It is very personal and very deep bt very achievable. To grow and matare in
our relafiomship with God requires us to have a heart that is evermore rejoicing,
that iz praying withowt ceasing and that is thankful in all areas of life, public and
private. Untl next month I pray for God to richly bless each one of you!

Terry Cheek iz pastor of Calvary Missionary Baptist Church in Marion NC. Tou

can covitaet Tarry By amail af terrychoekos@email com or By phone at (825} J60-
a1

PP e

A new commandmend I give unie you, That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye alse love one another. John 13:34-35

4+| Robotics Te.am Astm ﬁraﬁ
Compete at Regional Competition

By Eim Slomick
Mitchell Couniy

The 4-H robotics team Astro Bros competed at a regional
competition in Hendersonville on Sum., 12/16. They presented
face when spending long spans of fme in space wavel to a
panel of jndzes. This years’ FIEST Lego League challenze
was to identify 3 socisl or physical problem that astronsts face in long tenm space
iravel, then propose a solution to that problem. Each year FIBST releases a real
life scientific challenge for Lego League
robotics teams to research. They are also
judzed on a sat of Core valnes such as
professionalism, graciousness, and team-
work. The fon part of the challenze and
the part where e sporsmanship comes
info play is the robot game. This is where
the teams build an awtonomons robot to
compete in accomplishing themed ob-
life skills during their sxploration of the
scientific theme such as, problem solv-
inz They leatn engineering conCepts
and basic computer programming while
Creating an awtonomons robot. The Asoo
Bros bronght home the 1st place Award
for Teamwork at this recent compet-
tion and we are prowd o have this team
represent Mitchell Coumty 4-H.

Astro Bros L-R; Troy Gouge, Barrett
If you want to know more shout this  pomgr Somue! Jomes, Rilay Sifver, and

program and others like it, please contact  grrweow Pitpnan

Mitchell County 4-H at 828 688-4811.

Kim Slomick iz 4-H Program Assiziant for the NO Cooperaine Exfension-Miich-
&l County Centar, you mday coniact her av km_slotmicki@mcsn edu.

For God so loved the world, that he gave hiv only begotien Son, that whosoever
Beligvedh in hiw should not perivh, but ave everlauing Ijfe. Joln 3216
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patients at all MCHP Health Centers

We care for your entire family.

MOUNMTAIN COMMUNITY
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Or Meed Help Paylng For Your Care
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Bakersville

GEE-2104

www. brenews.com

February 2019 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 21



1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the ﬂppﬂrﬂmﬂy to serve you!!

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
éw and a greener environment. K—_%Ef

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Gardner-Webb University

Weddings, Graduations and
Saving the Best Until Last
By Dr. Tracy Jezsup

"Om the rhird day there was a wedding in Cana gf Gaitles,
and the mother af Jesus war there. Jesus and his disciples
kad also baen imvited fo the weddixng. John 2:1-2

Char family eagerly is anticipating several celsbra- -
tory milestones im 2019, Cur son’s fiancée will graduate from Gardner-Webb
University with ber degree in Elementary Education on Mother's Diay weekend.
Two weeks later, on Memorial Day Weekend, she and our son will be joined
together as busband and wife. Twro weeks later, onr daaghter will graduate from
Crest High School. And two weeks later, my wife and I will celebrate onr 30th

I am hopefinl that these events will go more smoothly for ns than the nears T
read of 8 Swedish couple whose honeymaon was plagned by six natural disas-
ters. AnApril 8, 2011 an online story published by Business Insider reported on
the boneymoon of Stefan and Erks Svansirom.

“Pirst, they were siranded in Munich, Germany, thanks to 2 terrible smow-
storm. Then when they finally arrived in Caims in Ausiralia, the area was stuck
by a ferocious cyclone. Soon afier, they journeyed to Brisbane. But that ciny
was stck by floods, so they went to Perth - only to be zreeted by bush fires.
They mmst have been exiremely relieved to land in Chriscchurch, Mew Zealand.
Until the §.3 magnimde earthquake stack the ciry, causing huge devastation.
The couple then travelled to JTapan which was rocked days later by the March
11 earthquake (wow businessinsider cormhoneymoon-from-hell-plagued-toy-
nafural-disasters-2011-4).

While not as disastrous, today’s passage conveys a potentially embarrassing
simation 3t 3 wedding, providing the setting for the first miracke of Fesus. The
bosts ran out of wine. Inm The IVE Bible Background Commentary: MNew Testa-
ment, Craig Keener writes, Weddings lasted seven days, and hosts fmvited as
many peapls as possible, especially distimguished guests like prominent teach-
ers. To mm out of wine at 8 wedding was a social fauot pas that wonld become
the subject of jests for years [since] the bost was responsible to provide his
Euesis with adeguate wine for seven days™ (p. 268

Jesus, ar his mother’s regnest, intervenes and mstmcts the waiters to ke
six gtome water jars, which were nsed for ceremonial purification, and fill them
with water. He then told tem
to draw some ont and take to
the chief sterard. “When the
sterard tasted the water that
had become wine._ . the steward
called the bridegroom and said
to himn, ‘Everyone serves the
gnﬂd'mmﬁr st.. But you .‘rmw
ket the good wine unfil now ™
{Tohn 2-0-10).

John refers to what Jesns
did a= 2 sign 4 =ipn thar only 2
few people saw and those who
balieved already were his dis-
ciples. MNewr Testament Scholar
(eorge Beacley Murmay writes,
“The concept of sign...is used
especially of events. . that dem-
onstrate the truth of God's word
through his prophet . andmmﬁlmmthepmphethlrmﬂf it also denotes
events that berald things to come, especially in relation to the eschatological
futare™ (Word Biblical Commentary: John p. 33).

Mot only is the nuracle 3 sign, but 3 zign that revealed the glory of Jesus. Iris
difficult to hear the word “glory™ following the celebration of Advent, Christ-
mas, and Epiphany, withowt recalling the prologne o JTohn's gospel, “And the
Wﬂ-l'd bacame fiech and lived among us, and we have seen his slory, the glory
a5 of a father’s omly son. foll of grace and math™ (1:14). God’s glory is not
always what we expect it to be, and this is seen most vividly at Calvary. Again,
Beasley-Murmray writes, “The hour that strack in Cana leads on inexorably to the
moment of the exaltation of the Son of Man to heaven via his cross, when the
wine of the kingdom of God was made available to the whole world”™ (p. 36).

Prayer: Lord, may our lives overfiow with the awareness that you, who saves
the best until last, bave the power to redesm our past, ransfornm our present, and
hold our future in your hands.

Located in the Morth Caroling foothills, Gardner-Webb University is a pri-
vate, Chnstian liberal arts university that prepares students to become critical
thinkers effective leaders and compassionate servants m the global commmnity.
Emphasizing & strong student-rentered experience and rigorons academics,
Gardner-Webb ignites leaming and service opportunines for underpraduate and
graduate smdents. Tenite your fwmre at Gardner-Webb.oedu.

Dr Tracy Jessup serves as wica president for Christian Life and Service and
sanior minisier fo the Lniversity. He iz a graduate of Garndner- Fabd with a B.4.
in Muzic and earmed kiz M. D degree ai Sampford University's Beeson Divinity
School. He completed hiz PRI af the Unnarsity gf Nebrazka-Lincoln. He alzo
reacihes in the undergradiate departmens qf relisious studies and exfovs the op-
poriuniiy to zerve the local church through inferim partorates, pulpit supply, and
preaching mevival zervices. He and his wife, Teresa, kave two children, Chrizfian
and Anna.
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Tim's Treasures

Tossed on the Seas of Life
By Tim Tron
Burke Courntty

The boat had been adrift at sea for days. Grown men
began to weep for fear of dying Their sssumed fare
was up to the mercy of the storm. The vessel was one of
the largest of its tme, a cargoe ship camying grain to the
starving city of Fome. The captain, a seasoned veteran
of the sea, knew the risks of sailing in the late season on
the Adranc Mo man ssiled this eceam in the winter and
lwed. Yet, due to dire ciroumstances of his city”s plight,
Mero had offered large bonnses to any captain that bronght grain ar their greatest
mme of need. S0, even apamst Paul’s warnings, he pushed on. Besides, who was
thiz Panl, and what did he know about sailing? Paul was under amest and in the
custody of Tulins, a Centurion of the Aupustan Lepion, who was in charge of his
prisoner. 5o, when Panl spoke up, even though most of the crew, and likely even
itz captain, knew of hiz story, the captain chose to keep poing; the hore of this
worlds’ reward was greater than his tost in the man of God.

Cmce they had thrown cantion fo the wind after pushing past Canda with a
sontherly wind, it was as the nanoe of the ssason, the deadly BEurakyvion stmck.
The crew managed to keep the bow pointed into the zale that pounded their
ancient vessel. All tackle had been faken dowmn, the lifeboat secured into the
ship’s hold, and the ship secured with Topes to keep it ffom being torn apart. Two
bnndred and seventy-six people were on board that vessel All of the 276 souls
thought they were goimg o die, except for one. The one held fast to his faith His
belief was a5 strong as the raging seas in which they were tossed. If anyone knew
batrer, the Apostle Paul was certain that this was not where he was to dis nor
anyone else on board: this nmach be was told. "Faor there stood by ma thiz night
the angel of Grod, whose I am, and whom I serve, Saying, Foear not, Paul: thou
miist be brought bgfbre Caczar: and, lo, God hath ghven thee ali them that zail
with thee ™ Acts 27:22-24

In life, we are simply nothing more than a minnte vessel cast upon & vast ocean
of tme, waves of mials, and currents of tonment. We camnot know our destiny any
more than the mindrop knows where it may fall. God's parpose in our life is that
wind, doving our ship toward where be has planped our joumey long before we
were formed in the womb. When we choose o follow the path He has chosen,
those winds become our compass, regardless of where we think we shonld g, his

The passengers and crew on that fateful mp bear manwy resemblances to those
of our cam woyages i life Although Panl was 3 prizoner being transported to
Fomme fior trial, it was his choice to be on the joumey. He had allowed himeelf to
be mied by Festis in the presence of king Agrippa and his family. The acooumt
we are told is that of their hearts being changed, and in the end. was the saaifice
Panl had made in order to share the gospel with those who mizght never hear the
fmth. His appeal o Ceaser, 3 mere consolaton and maneuyver at using his Foman
citizenship, all but granted him a sentence of death, not in the presence of Festus,
king Agrippa, and kis court, but rather in the heart of the Foman empire, Fome. In
other words, while serving God, be knowingly placed himeself in that boat, so that
he may contimie to follow the path to which he had been called; a higher purpose,
one greater than his own, or awyone else in that vessel.

The other passengers and crew are like thoze people in our lives whom Jess
had wamed ns against keeping in our lives, and those wiho become part of oor
Joumey unknowinghy. When manvy began following Christ m his sarthby mis-
sion, be wamed them saying, “[fax)y man come fo me, and hate not his fathern
ard mother, and wift, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his awn
life alzo, he cannot be my disciple. And whozomeer doth not bear his crosz, and
come qfter me, cannod be my disciple "-Luke 14:25-27 The consequences of
being called and stepping out in farth are more than 3 personal decision; itis a
chioice that will affect all wihom ywou call family and even those whom vou don't
Stepping into the boat requires a realizafion that where ywou are gbont to po is Do
longer up to vow; rather, it is up to the Lord. When we pray to God and say such
things 3=, “Lord, I put everything into your hands. Wherever you lead, T shall fol-
lowr,™ wre literally become bound to all that He will require; be it good or bad. As
Panl would tell Luke in his last days of imprisonment “To live is Christ, to die iz
Ealm.?

Like the captain and crew on that grain ship headed for Fome on which Paul
Wis 3 PRsSSngEr, We Can Ty to comvince oursalves that we have it all nnder con-
irol, at they soon found ont that God's power was beyond anything they could
fathomm. Their fate was out of their owm contmol. They were at the mercy of the
Almighty. In our own world, when we face the storms of life, some believe, unlike
Panl on that fareful passage. no marter the difficulny, that they are in conmol. They
believe, they are the captain of their own ship. How foolish their plizht. When we
become 0 self-absorbed, we are only kidding onrsabees. For if we say we know,
we are & liar, just as if we say we have not simmed  we also are likewizse 55 nmnch
the same. In the end we make 3 mockery of what God wants for each of ns, and
in that moment, disgrace all that he has done to give us the bope of eternal sahva-
tion. “Jfwe confesr owr sing, he i Rtk and just fo foretve wr owr sins, and fo
ciganse us from all unrighieonsness. [Mwe say that we have nof sinmed, we make
him a liar, and hiz word is no? i s~ 1 JTobn 1-0-10

When the storm had finally bored down upon them, the crew took measures
o physically secure the ship as mwuch as bumanly possible. They took down amy
protrading masts and sails, brongihr in the lifeboat, and did something we mizht
consider odd by today’s standards, ted ropes around the bulk of the veszel o keep
it from falling apart. In ancient dmes, ships were not made a5 they are today. They
were crade boats that often fell apart in strong storms. To keep the wood from
tearing apart, they literally wrapped the main body of the boat with strong ropes

= that it might endure. In our own
lives, our spiriteal bodies are a5 frail as
those ancient sailing ships. Lefi alons,
it doesn't take nmch of a mbulation, 3
storm, o begin to tear our world apart.
We become desolate, lost, and fesl
shandoned We can feel as if we are be-
ing torn asumder. Yet, there is a choice
we {an make o forgo this destmecton
of our inner being,

Yes, we have a choice.

We can choose life; eternal life
Arcepting Jesns into your heart is the
vary essence of wrapping vour soul
in serure bindings that will hold you
and keep your world from falling apam
in the most ardnons tempests of life.
When we confess, we are sinners with
our lips, believe with our hearts that Jesns died for our sins and that be arpse from
the dead to =it at the rizht hand of the Father, we allow the Holy Spint to indwell
We become one with Christ, and it is then we find we are no longer alone oo our
jonrmey. When the seas crash agaimst the bow of our Liftle boat, we can fake com-
fore that He is with us, no marmer the resnlt. We can find comfort im the scrpnares
and hear the voice of God speaking to us throngh thoze ancient writers. The pas-
zages of the Bible become the ropes that bind our world fogether.

It may soumd easy, but it never is.

Omce you begin that journey, that path of nghteoisness, it is then Saman will
comme at you like 3 roaring lion, sesking who bhe may devour. The headwinds will
become stronger, the challenges will now come from all angles, not one. The
feeling of despair may kaunt you like the shadow of death. Be ve not dismayed,
for this is only a sign that you are on the right path. When the beadwinds are the
strongest, you are guaranteed the direction you are heading is most certainly the
one in which you are called by God

Sorme will ear the calling and step out thinking they are alone. Yet, if we have
& famuly, our decision will affect all of them as well. Our choice becomes a ripple
effert which will permeste their entire existence. Tesns knewr this would happen.
The way becomes more complicated when we cannot do sz Christ insisted. To
include mors than just yourself pots others in jeopardy. The choices you make will
impact everyone in the boat. As Paul found his passage and all those on board
were assured. YVet, for some, we bring those on our jourmey who are not ready.

We mmst choose wisely, lest we put their sslvation i jeopardy. The angel who
assured Paul of everyone’s safety was like a spirimal life preserver. When we are
called, we nunst provide our loved ones with 2 similar protection in case our boat
capsizes and, seemingly, all is lost. We cannot take for zranted that they know
Him We must ask, and know that each member has sought Christ, and know him
in their beart. If we maly know that they are safe, then we should not fear, but
allow His grace 10 be sufficient. In Christ, we shall never be lost, for, in Him, we
have the hope of life eternal. “For whoromeer will save kix ijfe shall lose i but
whazomeer will loze his Ijfe for gy soke, the came shall zave it For what iz a man
adhaniaged, if he gain the whole world, and loze himself or e cast away? “-Luke
9:24-25

My owm ship is m the midst of 3 storm as sivong as any [ kave koowm. My lash-
ings are finm, the Word of God keeps my hold from breaking apart, yet the dark-
ness has never been more prevalent around niy life than before. In the distance, T
can hear the on roaring. bt I fear not The Lord is ooy shepberd, I shall mot wrant,
his od and staff comfort me. What can man do to me? By ship is being driven by
the cuorents and winds created by His divine hand. He leads me down the path of
rightepusness for his namesake Where my ship will Land, I do not know. In fact,
I don't need w know. Instead, all I need is to trust in Him, for when we do, when
we trust m onr Lord, we can know that wherever we come schore is exsctly where
He wants ws to be.

Chir purpose will becoms evident in time; time not of our own, ut in God’s
e,

Yes, there will still be stonms, past 2= Paul, Job, and so many more experenced.

Mo, it will not be easy.

Bus the first step is to get in the boat.

Choose Christ and begin your journey today.

Thanks be m God.

Timrochy W Trom iives i Collertoville, NC. with his familfy. He is the former
Director of the Trail of Faith m Faldeze, where he still velunteers and helps with
fours. Ha mow feaches Mot full fime at Wateuea High School in Boone. He i

rhe author of a new Chriztign zevies, "Children gf the Light. ™ with the first book
being, “Bruecks to Hemven, ™ and kiz recent book, being the second, “"The Light in
the Darkness. " He is an acthw blogger, artizt, and msician. Timorhy also has a
BSEE from U and is a Lay Speaker. He can be reached ar twiren(@iive. com

There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casteth ont fear: becanse fear
harl rtorment. He that feareth is nort

made perfect in love.
1 John 4:18

www. bremews . com
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Nostalgia Y T
By Josh Faed f SRS, T

Evaking a sense of nostalzia is au integral par -
of Disney's filmmaking soategy. We s2e it ; [ e
recent films like the Star Wars franchize, Beanty | »
and the Baast and Mary Poppins Fetorns. This
brilliant strategy involves crafting movies thar {
bath mirror the storvimes of the originals and
stand ow their own for a newer fensration

Mostalgia s defined 25 “a septimental long-
ing or wisthul affection for the past, npically for & pened or placa with bappy
personal associatons.” It has the unique shility o cammy a person 1o the past like
nothing else. In essence. nostalgia brings what s famuiliar fo the forefroat of a
person’s hear.

When sppropriatad comectly, nostalzia can powerfully coanect geweratons of
peopla to a greater. commion good. But if mishandled nostalsia can take 2 darker
miore sinistar path

Consider thar after the Lord deliverad the children of Tsrael from Ezvptian
capawity, (Fod was teaching thearn fo frust Hon by miracalousby providing for thamo
needs. The Taraelites wers 2t to ke bold of all God kad proveized unnl they
startad longing wistfully for mary of the foods they apjovad in Egvpt.

However, while in Egypt, the Israelites were slaves. But the vmcertainty of the
fumre lad them 1o long for the famalizr, Mestalzia had blinded then to the full
msh of their past, and they bezan to wesp over all they kad lost, which did not
please tha Lord

Crod never calls His people to nostalzia. He abways calls us to remember His
farthfalpess. The pealouist declares. "Twill zve thanks to the Lovd with my whole
hegre, Twill recount ail of vour wonderrul deeds "' (Psalm 2:1). The psalmist
doesn’t long to renun to the past but remembars the Lord’s fzithfulness o him in
arder to step into an vmeertain fisture with hope and confidencs.

Hipsrzlzia often leads to despair becanse it promises something it cannof deliver
— awarld that nevar changes and 2 lifie thar saems sinple and comfortabla.

There 15 anly ane problan — the world 15 always changing That's why the
Lord says, “Femember MMe” rather than “Femember bow it uzed 1o ba ™

The Bible, in fact, condamnns such thinking When our great hope is in 2 person
rather than a fmestamp, our greatest days are always abead of ns. Hare's bow
some biblical writers speak of Hon:

JOSH REED

= The Father of lighss with whom there &3 no vanation orF shadow due fo change
flames 1:17)

= Jezuz Christ iz the same yesterday and teday and forever (Hebraws 1350

= For I the Lord do not change. thergfore vou, O children of Jacod, are noi con-
sumed (Malach 3:6).

And this Crod who pever changes promises always to be with His people 2nd to
watch over their conuugs and gomes bath now and forevenuore.

o instead of locking back to what 1s familiar for ulomatz bope whan things gat
tough, we can abways look ahead fute what feels nacenzin knowing the Losd will
mie=t ns and guide ns througk i, becanse He has been fatthiol o us alonz the way,
and Ha's already thers walting oo us

Perhaps the Lord has been patently waiting on vour choarch o make the shift
from nostalzia (2 longing for the past) o remembrance (a3 lonzing for Him), Then
He can unleash His peopla to do 2 new thung in 32012 for the sake of His great
paFcl kA8

Josh is the Leader gf Adult Evangelism and Disciplezhip for the Bapast Siate
Comveniton gf Norih Caroling
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GWU Hunt School of Nursing

From Jackie Bridges

G Hunr School of Mursing
Adds Mew Doctor of Musme Pracice
Proesrams in Anmst 2018

Diegraes will be Offared in Fam-
ilv Burse Practinoeer and Peycheamic
Wental Health Murse Practfiouer

BOILING SERINGS, W.C—The
Huwt School of Marsing (HSOM) at
CGrardpar-Webb University is pleased o annommncs the beginning of new enmy lavel
past baccalaureste Dioctor of MNursing Practice programs for Family Murse Prac-
noeners (ONP-FF) and Psvchizmic Mental Health Burse Fractinowers (DINE-
PALENP). The DWNP-FINP will be 8 mansittow of the cumrently offered Master of
Sciepce m Mursing — Familv Muose Practumower to 2 docvoral epoy level program

Pending approval by The Southem Aszociation of Colleges and Schools Com-
mussion on Colleges (SACSCOC) and the Accraditation Conwssion on Educa-
ton in Mursing (ACER), the new programs will surall their first colort of studenrs
in Amsnes 2019,

The Doctor of Mursing Practice — Leadershop program kas been offered mthe
HSON since 2010, The DWP-FIP and D2P-PRIHPE will contvue the school’s
waditdon of leadership o oursing education programs and fiurther the ES00T dis-
tinction of preparing bealthoare providers o & commanity of faith and learung,

“The additow of the Psychiaoic Mental Health INurse Practitioner (PARIEE)
Program to the Huwt School of Mhursing dlds vpon the swong foundaton of our
current Family Murse Pracationer Program.™ ebsarved HSOW Dean Micole Wa-
ters. “We will contirme o strive o provide ap advanced practce nursing educa-
tion in a carng and farth-based epviromnent. The PAIENP will mest the curment
naeds of our conmunity parmers and expand mental health services within oar
commmumniny’

Tha HSOM has achdeved several recognitions for its nursing education pro-
gramis. Fecantly the school’s online programs were ranked nindh in the naticn
by OnlmeCollages com. Addidonally, the Miaster of Scieace in Mursing prograin
has zlso received nnittiple hooors from such sources as Colleze Cholce, the 175,
Wews & Wiorld Report and BMtcBES o1z

While providing an exceprional leaming experience, faculty and staff promote
the schoel's mission o “eabance the bealth status of the global comnnumity by
prepaneg individeals to practice bolistc and professional marsing throwgh the
provizion of stdewt-centered programs of smdy for a diverse student population
that promotes acidemic excellence within a Christian private, Dberal arts semmg
utilizing tearmwork and convmmity engagsrment”

For addiripeal information oo the proposaed nsw programs . plesse contace the
CGardner-Webb University Graduate Admizsions Offics at gradschooliazardner-
webkoadn or visit: www gardner-webb eduwoursing,

Located in the Morth Carclina foothills, Gardner-Wabh University is a place
where Christlan compassion mests critcal thinkme. A privae, Chrstan, liberal
arms nniversity, Gardper-Webb emphaszizes a strong stndent-centered expenence
znd ngerons academics 1o prepare smidents o become effeciive sarvant-leadars
within the zlobal conummdiny. [znite your fire ar Gardoer-Webb.eda

iller

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

WAY Erie .
Asl Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

warw brenews_ com
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Help |5 On The Way!!!
By Christy Younz
Mirchell Cownty

Wow! How zssuring to hear that balp is on the way in
mmes of disaster or distress” Ir's a sense of sacurnty, safary,
and comfort to koow that belp will soon be amving. The
past few muonths has bean somewhar difficult for vy fan-
ilv. Wiy dad is having a Lot of bealh complicatons, and [ have been overwhelmed
with emetions. As [ have begun to pray and ask for God's suidance svd confor
in this simadon, He has revealed hitoself over and over  God is abways good” As
wa fravel through this Iife, it is often easy to foons on the mals we are faced with.
Bur, God reaunded mee lately that my blessings way excesd aoy hardshep thatr I
have ever faced. Hebrews 3:14 says, “Lef us thergfore come baldly o the throne
af grace, thar we may obiain marcy and find grace in the time gfneed. ™ The door
to the throne is always WIDE open o God's children, .
ns. We can comne amvime we don’t need an appoint-
ment Wow, that means that we can walk smaight to the
throne of grace when we need help. We have 3 diract
Imne to the Father! I have realized thar I am weak, and
I am in such need of God's stwength o both the zood
fimes and bad. But, it is so great to know that in our
e of despair that we serve a God that is sbways faith-
ful compassicnate, sud able to calm our storms. I don't
Enow what the funoe will bring, bat I do koow with
complets confidence that [ serve & God that will hold my
hand o the epd, God promized that be will never leave ns por forsske us. S0, no
mater what storm, hardship, or misl that you may be facing. _ Cur God is always
near. Find your soensth and refuge in HIW and believe in faith that help iz on the
WV

Chrisny Young is the blessed wife of Chriz Young and proud mother of Hunder
arid Holden. She iz o life-long residant of Mifckell County, bookkbeeper at Toung,
Miller & ullgzpie, P4, and a member of Bear Creek Baptist Church.

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
attect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson

April Craft Market
By Morrissa Angi
Burke Coungy

Waldese, T — Tamnary 23, 2019 — The Historic Valdess
Foundaton is excited to apnoumce the spring crafi show. Tha
ammal April Craft Markst will be held ow April 13th 2019, &t
the Od Fueck School in Valdese, and craft vendor applications
are curently being accepted. Vendor applications are avail-
zhle for dewnload at visinvaldese com. This evenr i strictly for
handmade eerns anly.

The Aprl Craft Market will feanare 2 vanety of hapdinads
crafis and zifis, and feels very simular 1o the annusl “Christnas
in Wovember Craft & Gift Show™ that 1s keld in Valdese on the second weekand
in Movember. “Wa are very excited for this event,” states MMorrissa Anzi Dhirector
of the Cononiny Affars apd Tourism Deparmoent in Valdese, “Our spring crafl
show contioes to build and baild with amazing vendors and amendaes! Wa are
tarilled to bring this event back

— Y =

this year for our conumininy . : g : 'y

anpor.” % f?!a.‘ f':f Lfi' *:.f”.f’i Vil 4] £ ﬂf -
The craft show will be keld ar | T ey b

the O1d Rock School from 2:00 e e =, 1

anm to 4000 pan witk approximae- UL R .

Iy 45 vendors offering handmads [ P =

crafts, gifts and baked goods. The first 100 shoppars will receive a complansntary
shopping tote. Shoppers are also invited to vistt the Piedmont & Western Failroad
Muszeum the day of the show for their special open house. Dioor prizes will be of-
ferad including Surmimare, show tckets, Zift cards and bome decor,

All proceads fromm this event will zo towards the Histonic Valdese Foundaticon
which is a 501C-3 nop-profit erganizaton dedicared to belping with special proj-
acts and events in Valdese.

For more miormmation sbhoat the Apnl Craft Markes, visit woarwvisitealdese com,
or call 828-F79-2120.

"our only nonprofit, ecal, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronnleg@hospiceofyancey.org

www brenaws com
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Women's Conference
By Carohym Dotts
Mzchel]l County

Ladies, please add this date to your calendar! Satarday,
Biarch 2, 2012 Western Carolina Church will be bosting
its anmual Women's Conference, Fill My Cup, Lord. This
event, now io its 3od year, is open o women of all ages
in the comnmmity. It is part of Westermn Carolina Church
Women's Mimisiry, led by Sandra Pitman, The conference is at the church, located
m The Whitson Building, 31 Cross Steet, Suite 289 I Spmace Pine. It begins at
0:00 am and will conclude st 3:00pm.

The team is busy planmimg and praving. Each member of the team has conumit-
ted to pray daily for the conference at 3:02pm each day, which is the date of the
actual conference. 3/02/19! Mambers are prayving that the heart of each woman
attending will be open to be filled with the love of God and with the hope found
in Him, no matter what cirmoumstances they are currently walking through.

This year's theme is Wrapped in the Mames of God. The conference bagins
with praise and worship nmsic led by Morgan Hall, Fanelle Hollifield and Amanda
Buchanan, followed by several local speakers who will share own their journeys
with yon Speakers inclade Angela Atkins, Diebbie Benfield, Sharon Anderson
and Carolyn Dotts. Dhoor prizes are also presented throughout the day, A carered
hmcheon, prepared by Tommy and Wanda Freeman, is provided ar oo charge
for all aftendees. Each woman will take home mementos from the conference
Childcare with lunch is alse available for children up to the age of 3 with reserva-
ton. Confarence T-shints will be svailable for ordering. For more infonmation, to
obtain tickets or make a Teservation for childcare, please call the charch office at
828-765-4633. Tickets are also awvailable from mvembers of the Women's Ministry.

Carohm Dotz makes har home in Ledeer and iz a reacher of Excaprional Children
at Greenlee Primary School. She is @ widow with two rons and five grandchildran.
She is a member of Western Caroling Church in Spruce Ping.

Prefabulous
Sale

homes

You Make a Difference
Award

By Elaine Percival
Mitehell County

Westveesr with the chab’s “You Make a Difference™ Awrard.

He was pominated by Fotarian Reid Duncan in recozsmni-

oo of Westvesr s longtime conmmmity service. He has been 3 member of both
Parkway and Spruce Pine Fire Depariments as 3 Fireman and EMT. He joined as
2 junicr member at the age of 17. In addidon, Westveer has devoted thonsands of
hours to youth programes especially hizh school foothall and for taenty years he
has been A member of the Sugar Momntain Ski Patrol. Both Chris and his wifie,
Elizzheth have devoted their lives to Service Abowve Self the motto of Fotary. |
right, was presented the award from Clab President. Floyd Styles at a club mest-
ing in December,

Elaime Percival nees in Little Switcerland and is a member gf the Rotary in Spruce
Pine.

Get $2,000°
toward upgrades

on any new Prefabulous® ho
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(828) 433-8455 i
1276 Burkemont Avenue
Meorganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com
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The Key to Fulfill Your Purpose in Life!
By Joyce Meyer

L&B FURNITURE|

Crod Fowes you and He has a good plan for your life,
You are 3 wonderful crestion made by Him and you have a
unigque purpose to fulfill in this woerld.

Ephezisme 2:10 {AMDP) says that a5 Chrisnans, “we arg
Hiz workmanship FHE own master work, a work of art],
created in Christ Jezus . for good works, which God pre-
paved {for us] beforehand [taking paths which He set], 5o that we would walk in
them [Tiving the good [Jfe which He precvranged and made ready for usj.”

It's 0 exciting to know we are each created with a purpose and God kas a good
life that He has prepared in advance for us to live. But it's impoertant to understand
that we have an eneroy, Safan, who wants to keep us from having the life Jesus
died to give us.

Yes, Satan has a plan for us, too, aod his plan is desmaction and death. Jobhn
1010 (ESW) =ays the ensrvy “comes anly fo steal and kil ond destrag ™

The zood news is we have everything we peed throngh Christ to overcome
the enemy. We just have to knoar who we are in Christ, believe that we have Hiz
suthority, and know hotw to release the power God has given us.

The Measare of Your Faith

Faith in God is required for us to releass the power and authooty we have in
Christ. Fomans 12:3 (ESV) says each person has a “meazire gf finth that God has
azsigned.” This means God has given vou encagh faith to do His will, whatever it
may be and no matter what the epemy throws at you fo stop you

There are many challenzes and diffiralt sitoations we have to face in life. Yoo
may have a child with special needs to care for, or mayhe you're in 3 diffirnlt
marmiage. You could be facme a dewastating illness or have serious financial prob-
lems. Whatewer yvour sitestion is, (God has given von everything you need, throngh
Christ, to keep you moving forward in His plan for youor life.

We need to always remember that God is greater than our problems—nothing is
oo hard for Him snd nothing catches Him by suoprise. When we'ne gomg through
hard times and the eneny is attacking us, we don't need to ask, “What can I da™™
The gueston is, “What can God do? The Word says a1l things are possible with
God, and greater is He who lives In me than e who is in the world. (See haithew
19-26 and 1 Jobn 4:4.)

I wamt vou to really get this in your heart today: In Christ, vou have enough
faith and the strength you need fo do whatever yon need o do n life! Get rid of
“I can’t"” thinking and focus oo the muth of God's Word, which says, “T can do ail i - Rt : . -
things throueh Chreist who sirengthens me!™ (See Philippians 4:13) Exit 51 140 - 136 r i ”

The Simple Solution to Cvercome Enemy Attack Tueulasy - Fridley  Saburdyp  Senudey & Mondsy

Prayer iz a simple, powerful way to intermpt Satan’s plan becase we releasze (BEB) 652-7667 < !
our faith through prayer. 1 Thesszlonians 5:17 (ESW) says, “Pray withou! ceaz-
ing. " This hasically means prayer can be 25 nataral as breathing, and our first
response in every simation. It's so amazing that we can falk to God all the tme.

Wow the enemy doesn't want us to pray, so be will do everything be can to
disconrage us. He wants us to think prayer is hard, that we need t0 use elogquent
speech and sound poetic, that we need to be carefiil what we ask God for so we
don't overload Him with to0 many requests, or that we have to be in a certain
place with a cermain posture (oo our knees, head bowed, eyes closed) for God to
hear us. But it's acmally simple to pray effectively:

Tames 5:16 (ESV) says, .. The prayer qf a righteous person has great power
az it i working. " God wants you o come to Him honestly, with a sincere heart,
amd just talk to Him ac 3 frisnd. Be yourself and don’t approach conwersation with
Crod as a meligions activity. Humble yoursalf before Him and open your heart to
Him. He loves you and wants you to walk in His will for your life victoriowshy.

As 3 believer in Jesus Christ, you are God's child and He is abaays with yon
He is Almighty God, and if God is on your side, who can be agamst you?

In Christ, wou have what vou peed today to live in victory. Pat your faith m God
constantly. Pray, take God-inspired action, and folfill vour tree purpose m life!

For more on this topic, order Joyce's three-CD series Tlnleashing the Power of
Ei;ﬂ:;%z@ m%%j? :mw;i:;ac% %ﬂmb?j; Vﬂtﬁd Bﬂﬁt 5rﬂﬂkfaﬁt & 53 [ﬂd Bﬂ r
or website are thoss pf@emﬁﬁeaﬂmmﬂdnnﬂmmﬁf;mﬂmm in Mﬂrganwr]
of Joyrce Meyer MMindstries.

Jovee Meyer iz a New York ITmes bestelling author and funder of Jovee Waper
Mimistriezs, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, including Bartlgfield aff -

the Mind and Overload: How to Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Tourself from the I-40 ﬂt Ex|t 1 05
Prazsure gf Stress (Hachatte). Sha hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and I'T
pmgrm:,_r.'!r.r’nh air an fundreds of stafions worldhwide. For more mjformation,

visit wwwjoycemey ar.or. Come See Us at Our New Location

B ' ‘ Across the Street!

SERVICE CENJER
o

EJIL CHANGES -+ BRAKES - TUNE-—UPE* Mor‘gan‘.ron ’ NC
P 828-433-5400

MON.-FRI 7:30AM TO %:30PM = SAT 8:00AM TO 12:00 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY
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Burke County

Catawba River Baptist Association - The churches of CRBA are concemmed with
the vast dmg abuse present in Burke county and we want to halp by begimming

2 Celebrate Recovery nunisiry. If (od has put this type of burden on vour heart
mnd you are willimg to help us begin and lead this ministry, please give us a call at
B28-437-0137. You may also contact Robby at rsmithimcrbanc org. Your belp and
prayers are greatly appreciaed

O Associstion is parmernng with Jond & Friends minisiry in an effort to pro-
vide wheelchairs for those In peed aroumd the world. If yon kave a wheelchair you
are not using (conditton does not matter) please consider bronging it to our CRBA
office in Morganton. We will be collecting wheelchairs over the next few months
and then will repair them and give them to a person in need. This new minisioy
will bless families in locations around the world.

To God Be the Glory!

We have an excifing mission opporiumity for folks in our Associstion There are
many people in the aastem part of our state who are still recovering from recent
burnicane devastation and we want to take s team of men and women March 18-
22 2019 to do clesn-np and soms constrection in Lunherton, BC. This oip well
not cost you anything a5 all supplies, lodeing, and food will be provided free of
chargs through our parmership with Baptist on Mission. If interested, please call
our CRBA office at B28-437-0137 for more mformsation and to register

In parmership with the Baptist Foundstion of Morth Carolina, we are offering
assistance for mindsters and their spouses for the purpose of preparing Wills and
Estate Planning. In addition, the first 10 couples scheduling their free one-hour
sppoinment will be awarded 3100 to help with any legal fees. To Schedule your
1-hour appointment Febmary 18th or 19th please call our CRBA office at 828-
437-0137.

Because of the financizl] gifts of mdividosls and CRBA churches, the showe
pastors wera blessed with “pedals for pastors™ to help them do mimstry in India
more effactively. Thank you CEBA for yvour generasity and willinpness to do
miszions Incally, nafionally and aroumd the world. We will continne to collect
maoney for “Pedals for Pastors™ in the months shesd. Feamember, a zift of 580 will
provide 3 bicycle for a pastor i Indiz.

Green Sireet Baptist Church, High Point, NC -Disciple-Making Conference
The conference will address some "hot-button” issaes in our culiure, such a5 gen-
der and sexmal identity, substance abuss, technology and other topics thronzh 40
mimnie breskout sessions. Join us ou Tuesday, Febmary 26th from Yam fo 4po.
A 510 regisratnion fee covers program materials and lunch Fegister at imps: it
by 2Ru¥Fke.

Aonnt Hume will be hosting "The Encountsr Tour” on Pebruary 14th 2019 The
program will begin at Tpm Tickets are available coline st
hitps-wwweventbrite. com'ethe-encounter-tonr-morganton-nc-Hok-
ets-4008058 7201 or throush MMount Home Bapiist Church.

CGreat Hope Seventh Diay Adventist Chuorch - Reversing (& preventing) Diabe-
tes Classes will agzin be offered for § Mondays, Jannary 7 through Febmary 11,
G000 pm. Scientific evidence will be shared in a group setting. along with healthy
znd tasty food samples. These classes are worth mnch but are offered free at the
Great Hope Seventh-day Adventist Church ar 2807 175 Hwy 70 in Drexel (across
from the Foothills Thrft Store). Class size is limited so plesse pre-register by
calling Shamryn =t 828-334-0084.

Morganton Seventh-day Adventizt-Burle Connty - The Giving Heart Thrift
Shop - Offiers zently used and brand mew clothes of all sizes and for all ages! As
well 25, fuminme and small home goods!

Winter Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10200 aom. unt] 5:00 pm.

Location- 402 East Mam Steet i Glen Alpine. BC. 22628

Like The Giving Heart Thrift Shop on Facebook (@ithegivingheartthrifishop

The Giving Heart Thrift Shop is 3 ministty of the Morganton Seventh-day Adwen-
tist Cloarchs.

Town of Valdese - The "Iralian Chrstian School for Pastors and MMizsionaries

SELIM® in Tomre Pellice {Waldensian Valleys, Italy) organizes a second six-week
infensive lanmusge conrss for beginners (see attachment for more mformation):
from Bomday 18 February 2019 to Fridsy 29 March 2019,

If you are n contact with or you know Missions engaged in Italy or Pastors
or Missionaries preparing to come to Italy, we ask youn the courtesy to furm them
this email with its illustrative aftachment: our school SELIM kas sprumg up just
t belp these brothers to prepare lingnistically themselves in the best possible
way fior their mission in our comiry (see also our intemes-page: htips:/romuossi.
winsite comy'sorgenteim ). For this reason, the Missionaries and Pastors engazed
in Italy and their accompanying families bensfit from & significant disooumnt of
33% oun the price of the course! (And prvate missionares from poor countries n
the world can spply for scholarships!)

Bnt our courses are lzo open to all those who hawe pleasure or need to leam
Tealian well and desist to do it smone believers in an environment of faith T yon
know In your coOamunity of SmMOng your acguaintances persons who like, a5 a be-
Einner, 4 six-week intensive langnage course i Italy, n 2 Christian enviromment
and in a very interesting place of the kistory of faith (Tome Pellice, official "City
of the Reformation” and capital of historic Waldensian Valleys, a very frendly
small town in the quiet foothills of the Alps, with low rental prices for formished
Fpariments), we are very gratefiol if you forwrard this offer. In all cases we would
be very grateful if you would make this offer known in your comemumity,

We thank you for your help!

McDiowrell Connty

CarePartners: Want to make a difference, touch lives, and tmpact your com-
oomity? If so, several Volhmiser oppormnites are available in the following
positions! Adminisirative Office Voluntesr, PatientFamily Support Vohmteer,
Beresvement Support Volunteer, We Honor Veterans Volunteer, Special Events
YVolmtesr, and a pewly added posidon, Pastoral Care Volunteer! For more mfior-
mation about these positons, please contact CareParmers Hospice and Palliative
Care McDowell Volhmteer Services Depariment st 828-652-1318 ext 303, You can
make an everlasting mpact with just a few hours of your time a wesk! Call today
to leam more!

Cross United AMethodist Church - Satordsy, Febrzary Oth, 201011 A M —2
BRI st Cross United Methodist Church
85 W Cross 5t just past Blue Ridze Terrace Apts. in Maron
Proceeds will bensfit the minisoy of
Cross Sharing Food Pantry

Lots of delicious sweets including cakes, cookies, candy and more!
Jewelry and other items will also be for sale.

Bring a non-perishable food item for pantry & zet a cookie!

For more mformation call $03-8790 or 422-80040

New Commmunity Ouireach Benefits McDowell Families with Children

Teens for Chnist B EA B Closet

(Baby Equipment and Besources Closet)

Beginning Wednasday, Angnst 15t 2018 the vouth group &t Cross United Method-
ist Church located at 85 West Cross Steet in Marion will lavmch 3 new owtreach
minisity benefiting families with children The cutreach will be open the 1=t and
3rd Wednesdays of the month 4:00 to &30 p.m. and the Ind and 4th Wednesdays
2000 to 11200 am. For more informmation or if yon are inferested in vohimteer op-
portunities call (828) B03-8790 or email TeensforChristBEAR closeti@yahoo. com.

Asheville Street Bapfist Church is in need of a pianist Please call Lynn Bumette
at 828-430-2421 for more infonmation.

First Baptist Morganton oorently has 35 adult choir robes that they wonld like
to make availzshls to another church. If your clarch is interested please contact
David Thayer (@ §28-437-2544 ext 16

First Baptist of Marion - Malack Bible Study Led by Lisa Harper Thimsdays,
February 7- April 4 5:30 p.m_ - Fallowship Hall Call the church office §52-6030
to sign up. Deadline is Thosday, Jamiary 31, There s no workbook to purckase

Belize Mission Trip Febmuary 5-12, 2012 FEC's relanonship with the Baptists
of Belize will continwe this winter by sending a mission team to work in the west-
em region of the coumiry. Our constraction crew will confinne work on the Santa
Elena Baptist Primary School. helping complete a second story addition. The
medical team will provide free medical clinics o imderserved compminities near
the Guatemalan Border, where there is a large Dmmizrant populstion. Cur team
will stay in Santa Elens st the Agupsda Hotel The week will end with two nighis at
San Pedro on the cosst. Punds to cover our nunistry costs are already raised. How-
ever, each team member provides their owm travel costs, which is estimated at
51,100 par person, covering airfare, gronnd transportstion, lodzing, intemations]
iravel insurance, T-shirt, and most meals. For more detailed information, promo-
tiomal fhyers are available pear the Chapel or see Scott Hapaman, A miminymm of
10 persons are needed to lmanch this mission wip with 2 maxinnom momber of 25,
A valid passport 15 required, which shonld pot expire within § months of ravel.
Regisiration Form and $100

The Children’s Conuwiftes is creating a library for the children snd familiss
with the clnrch snd dsycare We are accepting donstons of new and gently nsed
books for children of all ages and reading levals, as well &5 resources for parents.
The donations will supplement the selection of books oarently on hand. Please
leave donations in the main office. Thank you!!!

Grace Commuwity Church - Vacstion Bible School Fone 24-28 2019 More
information to come SOOI
Might to Shine - Buddies Needad!

Om Febroary Sth we will be hosting Mizht to Shine, 2 prom for people with
special meeds. This is our 3rd year to bost. It is such an amazing night! There ars 2
ways you can be part of this night.

First, we need boddies, people to hang out and enjoy the nizht with one parmici-
pant. We currently kave around 160 attendees sizned ap, batf only 20 boddies. TT
vou wonld like to ragister as 2 buddy, pleasa click here

Second, vou can spomsor one stiendee for only 325, This will belp with the cost
of their food and gifi bag. Please click kere to become 2 sponsor.

Mitchell County

Bear Creek Baptist Church - Thursday, Febmaary 14, 11:30 a.m. - Senior Adukt
Yalentine Lunch in Fellowship Hall
Feb 24 at § pm The Hayes Family of Boone, W
Miarch 31 at § pm Landmeark Caartet with Fomnie Webh
Wiomen's Prayer Breskfast FEB Eth B:00zm at DT,
Celebrate Becovery

This iz a Christ and Biblical Bazed Program siving hip snd help for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Any guestions contact Josh Wiseds

www. brenews. com
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38500461
There will be a meeting every Thorsday night with someons there to 2 to
men, women, and their familias

Afitchell County Bapfist Associaton Happy New Year. Baptist Mission Rally-
—Baptist Men Begion 9, Toesdsy, Pebmary 19, 2019 Newbondze Baptist Church
gt 199 Elkwood Ave Ashevills, WC—Mesl at 5:45 and Program at 6:50
Aszzpciational Mid-Year mesting on February 25, 2019 at T:({pm —First Baptist
Clnarch in Spmce Pine, MC
Assoriational Bible Drlls will be Saturdsy, March 18 at Bear Cresk Baptist
Church

Altapazs Baptizt church invites you to their Annnal Febmary Bibls Confersnca
Febrmeary 17-20sh.

Sunday Services 10230 to 7:00pm. Mon-Wed Moming 10:00am Evening
T00pm

Guest speskers and Special Music. For more info contact Bev Marons Benfield at
B28-B50-3344.

Alitchell County Chamber - Ya¥a Village We are announcing the Opening of
Ya¥a Village Commercial Share Kitchen!

We've realized thera's a gap that needs to be filled between the production of
local food and their consmwmption. That's why we started Ya'Ya Village Commmer-
cial Sharad Uze Eitchen o that we conld provide 3 certified area at 3 reasonsble
cost for locals trving to sell their products. This way we strive to belp commnnity
entreprenenrs with their part-time business.

o, if you have a product you want to market and sell (like jams. jellies, baked
goods etc ) or if you nesd 3 commerciz] kitchen for catering, having a private Pop
Up dinmer, hosting a clzss or whatever you're imagining; we hope our Shared Use
Eitchen can provide you with 3 soluton.

Comme visit onr space, get an application and ket ws talk to s2e what is that you
hawe in mind!

We are also serving Lunch on Tuesdays and Tharsdays froon 12200 pm to 2200
pm
Sign up for 2019 Afier Hours!

Business Afier Hoors are held to provide an opportmity for Chamber members
o network while sllowing the Meamber to sponsor a chance to address and/or
showcase their facilites Business After Hours are held monthly fo bi-monthby,
and generally on 3 Tuesdsy or Thursdsy (unless other amangements are made].
The Member sponsor and the Chamber repressntative will coordinate the event.
After Hours begins &t 4:30 pom. and ends at §:00 p.m. (unless other srranzements
are made). Send your questions and reserve your month by emailing Kelly at
kjomesiEmitchellcountychamber.org.

Febmary: MNC Mineral Musenm

March: Toe River Arts Spmce Pine Gallery & The Mitchell House
April: The Mitchell Mews Journsl

hizy: Loafer’s Glory Bafimg and Tubme, Bekerswille, WC

Fone: The Brisn Center

Fuly- KB's

Aungnst: Mitchell Connty Animal Bescne
September: The Switzerlznd Inn

October-Movember: OPER

We do not have After Hours in Decembser.

Summer 2019 Workshops &t Penland!

Summer 2019 workshop descriptions are here!

A few fon facts:

* We're offenmg 103 workshops this sunumer

* Scholarships are available for all 103 workshops!

* Repistration opens Fannary 15.

* Scholarship applications open January 1 and are due by Peboeary 18.

Afitchell County Historical Sociefy We are happy annoumce that Mitchell
County Historics] Society will be bolding SCAW DAYS on Saturdsy, Febrary 9
at our office in the Historic Courthouse in Bakersville, and Saturday, Febmeary 23
at the Sprece Pine Main Street Visitor Center

Thesa sessions will be from 10200 aam. to 3200 pm. Cur genealogists will
be there to help you scan your old photos of family, letters, and'or decuments
o be stored elecronically to 2 computer. You can then send these old teasures
fo friends and family from your home computer. Also, vou will be adding to
MCHS"s wisnal archive of historical people. families important letters, etc. Yon
can also get answers to vour fensalogy guestions.

You can, of course, keep your materials to take home with youn

If wou have amy questions, please give us a call at S8E-4371 (Weds -Fri | 10 to 4)

Toe Biver Arts hime Stdio Tour Applicstions- Open to 2]l corment Toe Biver Arts
member artists/craftpersons. A self-guided artfcraft stadio four and open bouse.
Toe River Ars provides Tour Guides, road signs, exhibition of participants’ work,
and other promotion.
Deadline: Wednesday, March &th .
Giftshop Tury Applications
Crpen to corrent Toe Biver Arts members living in Avery/Mitchell Vancey conn-
fies Submit up to 3 pisces for review for one or both zalleries Work mnst be
orizinzl hsndmsde professional ready for display, znd sellsble in the
Toe Fiver Ars vamme.
Deadline: Friday, harch 16th

Interested in volonteering? Contact us at info/Ftoeriverarts. org

Eun For Holland - T have exciting news that I couldn's wait to share! Afrer 5
years of beinz crpanizad Fun For Holland has finally received s 301{c)(3) sta-
ms. This mesns that we are recognized by the [R5 25 tax exempt and that we can
give doaors tax deductions when they make chantable gifts. The ability to apply
for grants and other public or private allocatons availsble only to IRS-recognized,
S01{cK3) rpanizations.

With that being =aid, I want to ask you all to consider donating 1o Bun For Hol-
land a5 2018 comes 1o a close. To date, we have been able to give over $33, 000 n
grants fo the local disabled commmnity and hope that being “official” will allow
s to do even more n the years to come. Foun For Holland sterted with & small
vision to help the locsl dizabled commmmity through swareness, whatever that
meant. Bacase of people like yon it has prowm into 3 Non-Profit crganization
that s raaching thowsands of people per yesr throuph swareness. education. and
financial support.

Can yon halp ns grow our bodeet for 20197
PS5 repistration is open so fesl free to sizn up for the 2019 race on Saturday May
18th 2019

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Couniry Breakfast, the first
Samrdsy each month, 7-30 — 10:30 am at the old Methodist Clnoch, across from
Jerry®s Store. Come join us for bomemade sansage. scrambled eggs. granvy, jellies,
juice snd coffee. Eat m or take-out, all fimds support the Tipton Hill Commmity
Foundation

Comprehensive Transportation Plan - Mitchell Connty, the toams of Bakers-
ville and Spruce Pine, the High Covmiry Famral Plapming Organizaton (HCEPOY,
znd the Morth Carcling Deparment of Transportation — Transporiation

Planning Division (MCDOT TPDY) are working tomether to develop 3 Comprehen-
sive Transportation Plan (CTF) that will identify transportation needs and long-
term sohations for the next 25 to 30 years. The smudy inchides altemative modes of
iransporation (bicycle, pedestmiam, and public fransportaon).

The public is encouraged to provide feedback for the Michall County CTP by
tzking an online survey at the fink below. The deadline to take the sumvey is Mo-
vember Sth.

Hard copies of the survey are available at

~Mlitchell Conmty Adminisoration building

-Bakersville Medical Clinic

-Bakerswille Medical Clinic/Spmece Pine

~Blitchell Commty Chamber of Commerca

-Mitchell Connity Transportation Authority

~Mluseum of BT WMinerals

You may returmn the survey to Bakersville Medical Climic (BEVL or 5P Office) or
Mitchell County Adminisiration Office.

Yancey County

Higpin: Memorial Sunday, Febrnsry 3, the yonth are sponsoring the “Soper
Bowl of Caring”. We will be waching the rame which kicks off at 630, and
imvite you o join us. (EVERYDHNE IS INVITEL) Tacos and all the fixin‘s will be
provided by the Family Life Commites Would you consider bringing in 3 way/
pan of your favorite foothall hors d'oewvTes or finger food? If so, plesss see David
Emush Sunday moming at the Welcome Wagon or call the clnarch office.
We also ask you to bring canned goods for doastion to Reconcilistion House
pext Sunday, Tamaary 27th, or Febmary 3rd. See the drop-off box at the kitchen
window.

ABIDE Invitation: Ladies! Please save the date of Friday, Febrary 22, 2019
(date changed) froom §:00 to 8:00 pm for the pext ABIDE Women's MMimistry
Big Event! Come and find out sbowt your “Perfect Love™ in Jesus, our Lord and
Savior! Dinner will be provided so come and join the worship, food, fellowship,
door prizes and fim! Please invite your friend or neighbor as all are welcomed! In
order for ns to have an sccurate mesl count, plesse BSVP on or before Febmary
18, 2012, Lat nus know the total number attending by calling the church office at

B28-6E2-2835 or by emailing Fathy at elginmomn?0] 3@ zmail com

ASAP - Foin ASAP on Febmary 23 for our 16th annual conference hosted at the
AB Tech Conference Center in Asheville, WC. This one-day tasiness and markes-
ing conference provides beginning and established farmers tools to grow their
farm tusinesses. The conference includes workshops led by experienced farmers
=nd agriculral professionals, 8 Grower-Buyer hiesting, one-to-one consultng,
exhibitor hall a new farmers market manager track and omach mere. Learn mors
shout the 2019 Business of Farming Confersnce.

Want to promote your bosiness to locsl farmers? Consider sponsoring or
exhibiting at the conferenca! It is 3 unique oppormoity to reach fanmers who are
sepking resources to grow their fanm bosinesses. Confact Fobin Lenner for more
inf 4

Street AMinistry in Burmsville. —Hello, I'm Foc Fobinson a kocal Christizn Bap-
per’ Street Mimister out of Bumsville W, T have had my minisiry going since
2015 and now working oo my 3rd albom. By ministry host events {0 raise money
for different local nonprofits snd to share testimony: T also go around fo tess
differemt churches snd share testimony/perfomm for free or a love offering. T hawe
done shows at Hippins, Mount Plegzant Griffith Chaps]l and 3 ar the Bumesville
town cemter. My mmsic is prodoced by Byan Angtin at The Bridse Church there
in Spruce Pins. T am looking to expand my testimony of hope then Christ to oar
neighboring coumvtes then states. I'm letting. Tf von would like to talk mors aboat
oy ministry and aim i our commmnity you Ca3n contact me oo my cell or email.

cottinued on pase 35

warw. brenews com
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Intentional Compassion

By Dan Qurollo
Burke County

Withowt a doubt, it is disheartenimg to obsarve the
spiritual downward mend in America. The news is filled
with tragic stories that reflect 3 sociery that has mmed it
back on God Having rejected the suthority of God and
His Word, mankind has placed themselbves in suthorioy. It
can be said of America that “every man did that which was
right in iz oam gyes ™ (Tadzes 21:25)

Tragically, many Christians sit idly by watching society continue its rebellious
path. Some seem unmoved by it; others claim to pray for oppormanities. To thoss
seeking an oppormnity, I wonld ask what more of an oppormnity do you need”
Would you know sn opportonity if it presented itselfT Tragically, I find this is
often am exxcuse for idleness.

A believers, we nmst determine to display intenfional compassion We cannot
contime to sit idly by doing nothing; rather, we nmst determime that we are gomg
fo be intenticmal in our display of compassion In doing so, we will readily take
advantaze of the mary opportumdties to display kindness to those whorn God di-
rects into our lives. Leaming how to become intentions] in our compassion is vital

Intentional compassion begins first in becoming intentional i our love for
God. Every devont Jew recited the Shema twice daily. Part of that incloded
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, where we read of the impertance of a night view of God that
demonsitates itself mn & gemiine passion for God. The Bible states in Deuteronomy
§4-5, “Hear, O Erael: The LORD our God iz one LORD: 5 And thou shalt love
the LORD thy God with all thime heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
miight. " The fact that only one God ests demands that He be served exclusively
and loved wholeheartedly. Until a person regards God exchosively, he cannot
serve and love Him wholeheartedly. Loving God with this passion is the first step
in becoming intentional in our compassion.

Such love for God will inevitably manifest itself towards love for fellow man.
Tohn wrote m 1 John 4:7, “Beloved, lat uz fove one anothar: for love is of God.
and everyena that loveth 3 born of God, and knoweth God. ™ We have an obliga-
fion to love one another. That does not mean that we elimimate the boumdaries of
separation that fmoth inevitably forms. But we must stll have the proper amimde
and demeanor towards one another, even those with whom we might disagres.
The mplications of the words “‘one another™ suggest that our lowe for one another
contains no excepions, allows for no bitemess, and iz demonsmated with no hy-
poctisy. Swch love does not happen by accident; it requires thet we be intentiomal
Such intentional compassion invests itself in the lives of others as the parable of
the (rood Samaritan so aptly teaches in Luke 10. The religiows leaders observed a
need, yet were immoved by it To them this man’s problems were too nach of an
inconventence. But a despised Samaritan did what was necessary, sacrificing his
own time, enetgy, comfort, and resources to display compassion.

While infentional compassion requires gTeat imvesiment, the rewards are infi-
nitely greater. Those who love as the Bible teaches will discowver they have great
reward in Heaven a place where “meither moth nor rust doih corrups, and whena
thigves do not break through nor steal " (Mathew 6:20). Intentional compassion
is what mimisiry is all aboat. It begins with a passion for God that is evidenced in
ohedience and service to Him. Such love inevitably manifests itself to others, real-
one who loves God wholeheartediy.

Paztor Dan Suralls is partor Morganton Baprist Church. Check wr ouf on our
walisiie Wi morganionbapiist net or find us on Facebook and TouTibe.

My Heart, His Dwelling Place
By Jarry Lewis
McDowell Coungy

For the LORD has chosen Zion;
h has desired it for hiz dweiling place:
“Thiz iz my resting place forever;
here Twill dwell, for I have desined it.
Twill abundantly bless her provizions,
Twill satigly her poor with bread
Har priests Twill clothe with salvation,
and har sminizs wiill shout for jay.
There I will make a horn fo sprout for David;
I have prepared a lamp for my anoinied
Hiz enemies Twill clothe with shame,
Bbut an kim hiz crovwn will shing. ™ (Pzalm 132:13-18, E5F)

Psalm 132 1= clearly abont David’s desire to move the tabemacle to Jeruzalem.
When David became king, the tabemacle (and by extension the Ak of the Con-
enant) was i Shiloh. It took two years for Diavid to make Femesakbem the capital of
Izrael and move the ark thers.

However, the Psalmist is also clear that God had chosen Jemizalem {Ziom) be-
fore David bronghi the ark there. David was simply doing what God had already
ordained. So how is this Psalm applied fo vou and me today?

This moming, in my dme with the Lord, this is what I did. I do not think T"m
off base with this. The reality is, if you belong to Jesus, it is because God chose
yow. He called you and redeemed you. This is not a mreatise oo predestination and
election Books have been written to tackle the profimdity of the paszages on both
elpction and the free will of men and women I believe both
But read this passage like this:

For the LORD has chozen me:
he has desired me for kis dweliing place:
Then God speaks ...

“You ane my restimg place forever;
here Iwall cheell, for I have dezired it
T will abumdantly Bles you,
Twall satigfi you with bread.

Tou I will clothe with salvatios,

e wou will shout for foy
There I will make a horn fo sprout for you,
T have prepared a lamp for vou,
Tour emamics Twill clothe with shame,
buf om you my crowm Wil shine. ™

In the Mew Testament, our hearts barome Christ’s hbome. He no longer dwells
in the temople, but we become the temple. What if we tuly believed this! Lived
out of it! Appropriated this info our lives!

Is your heart His resting place? Has it oconmmed to you that, if yon are bom
again, He has desired to dwell in you? He longs to satisfy vou He longs o clothe
vour naked sinfulness with his salvation. Your enemies (the world, Satan and your
sinful namre) he will clothe with shame.

We are, of all people, most blessed. Dhwell on this today.

Jerry Lawis is Senmdor Pastor af Grace Commennity Charch i Marion
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PONDEROSA REMODELING

- Roofing- Metal & Shingles
« Siding

» Replacement Windows

» Decks

« Interior Remodeling

- Bath Remodeling

35 years experience
1A business rating with BBB
Financing available

828-273-0970

lawrenceponder/@charter.net
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Does New Gillette Ad Insult Men?
By Dr. Jim Denison

Thirty years ago, Gillette made famous the tazline,
“The Best A MMan Can Get.”™ The company lannched the
slogan at Super Bowl 3CCITT in Tannary 1989 kicking off
an 380 million campaign in mineteen Morth American and
European naticns. The slogan was wanslated ints fourtesn
lanrnazes.

Procter & Gamble acquired Gillette in 2005 and con-
finued to use its iconic tagline. This week, the company
relezsad a npew ad calling on men to reject bullying and sexdsm. “The Best a Man
Can Ba™ is the theme

Feaction has been overwhelmingly negative. The ad cuorently has more than
twice a5 many dislikes as likes. Critics say it insults men and is filled with stereo-
tvpes. And, as Forbes notes, consumers are skeptical of profit-motivaied compa-
nies telling them how o behave.

Is “traditional masculine ideolozy™ the problem?

The Gillette ad is just the latest skirmish in a growing battle over masoalinity
in America. The facts are alamimg-
= hien commit 90 percent of homirides in the 175 and reprezent 77 percent of
= More than 73 percent of those ammested in the 175 are male. Men outmnmber
Women in prison by more than fen to one.
= They are 3.5 times more likely than women to die by snicide. Male swicides have
risen from sbowt 20,000 a year in 1981 to 35,000 in 2016,
= Life expectancy for men is 4.9 years shorter than for women.
= hien are more liksly than women ol b = 't it Sy 4
to use illicit drgs. :E‘wmmr:;hmmMI

In response, the American mrticny vy posning ull ol
Pﬂthdugicﬂﬂmﬂlhmmcmﬂy TR e oriBa orf. FTraBe Nanahibe
raleazad Men. “The APA's publica-
tion is foumded on the postmodern
sttucted based on social, cuktural,
and comterciual normes ™

Arcording to the APA_ “Tt 1= crid-
cal o acknowledge that gender is a
non-binary constuct ™ In other words, we are not simply men or women—gender
is “Huid” and determined by a host of factors, only one of which is a person’s
biolpgical sex atbirth. As a result, the APA wanis to help men “create their own
concepts of what it means to be maks ™

The APA identifies the problem 2= “iradifional masculinity ideclogy,” which
it characterizes as “‘anti-feminmity, achievement eschewal of the appearsnce of
weakness and sdventors, risk, and violence ™

The Colson Center's John Stonesiteet responds: “That's not bow [ define tradi-
rional masmabinity. Ant-femininity? ViolenceT That sounds like being a jerk ™

Ha's right.

“It is mot good that the man should be alone™

Diavid French notes in Mational Feview that “zrown men are the soluton, not
the problem ™ He calls oo men to shape their inherent aggression, sense of adven-
ture, and defsult phvsical swength for virtwons ends.

In his view, we need more fathers fo raise sons with discipline, respect, and
enconragement I encourage you fo read his thonghifiol analysis in its entivety.
While I agree with French I'd like to point to a biblical balance vital fo the well-
being of all people.

Cm one hand | “the LORED God fook the man and put im in the garden qf Eden
fo work it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15). Work and keep manslate Hebrew words
meanng o improve and goard. MMen were created to produce and protect, to work
and provide.

Cm the other hand men were not intended to be self-sufficient Immediataly af-
ter creatng the first man, God creared the first woman, explaming: 07 is not good
that the man showld be alore; T will make him a helper fit for iim ™ (v. 18). To
fulfill their life purpose, men need women, other men, and especially their Father

“Ome thing a clenched fist cannot do™

Self-reliance is a destructive illusion. “Mo man is an island™ is nog just a poem—
it's a fact.

Axg T have often noted self-sufficiency iz spiritual snicide. It cuts us off from the
onby true source of abundant life (Tohn 10:107.

Frederick Buechner: “To do for yourself the best that you have it in you to do—
fo grit vour teeth and clench your fists in order 1o survive the world at its harsh-
est and worst—is, by that wery act, to be umable to let something be done for you
and o you that is more wonderful sall. The mouble with steeling yourself agamst
the harshmess of reality is that the same stee] that secures your life against being
destroyed secures your life also against being opened up and mansformed by the
holy power thar life comes from.™

Buechner adds thar “the one thing a clenched fist cannot do is accept, even fom
[God)] himself, a helping hand ™

How to become “the best 3 man can be™

Jesus Christ was the parfect male

He was sirong eneugh to drive money changers from the temple (Matthear
21:12} but zentle enoush to embrace children (MJdatthew 19:13-15). He was
coumageous encugh o confront the cormupt leaders of his naton (MWatthew 23) but
compassionate enoagh to weep for them (Luke 19:41)

Wow he is prayving for us (Fomans 8:32) a5 lis Spint works to mansform us into
his character {(v. 29%. He is ready to help every man become “the best 3 man can
be.” And every woman to becomne the best she can be as well

Hick Foles is proof The Philadelphis Eazles quarterback is amvone’s defing-

B RS B S

Lam i

non of 2 “tree man.” He has NICK

FOLES

hamnmndﬂﬂ'mmehl[ust
SUPER BOWL LI

“alushle Flayer in the Pro
Bowl, and won last vear's ELE SO LT
Super Bowl, where he was the p——
zama's Most Valnable Player.

Hewmhﬁwmhmce
let in the 1 i';
Mmﬂlmlﬂﬂnnlhmpﬂuple B
saw his faith on display. 1
noiiced the bracelet on his wrist again during last Sunday s played game with the
Saints. Foles plans to become 3 student pastor when be retires from football one
day.

Let's ask “What would Jesus do™ all through this day. Then let’s a5k him o
helpus do . We will be our best and the people we serve will be blessed. o the
glory of God.

Jim Danizon Ph D cpeaks and wreites on culfural and confemporary ssues. Hi
daily column i distributed fo more than 113,000 subscribers in 208 counfries.

Siee more on the website wiwwdenizongferim arg. Comrighted and printed &y
permission from Denizon Forum.

HVAC
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

WHY ENROLL IN OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM?
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THE

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
*Easy transfers
=Delivery service available
=Ohver 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
=Locally owned and operated
*Aszk about our “Healthy Kids Program”
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Sat. Bam-4pm

Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 46

Bural Month Carolimizng alresdy face 3 number of challenzes m their day-to-day lives including access to basic nesds like madical
care and broadband. Bot now they face a new challenge as well: Democrats are waging a war on small towns, ttying io tzke away the
value of their vote through Jadicial Gemymandening.

In states across the nation, Democrats face the same problem that they do here in Worth Carolina: t00 many of their voters are con-
cenfrated in the uwrhan centers of the state, resulting in lopsided victeries in a few districts and modest defeats in the rest.

Father than convincing more voters in rural areas to vote for them, Democrats are pushing 3 flawed “proportional representation™
argument in lawsaits that seek to have liberal judzes sinp mral voters of their political infivence and change 200+ years of geographic
diversity in govermnment. Democrars would love nothing more than to have a system that gives cifies onisized influence where they can
Just ignore mral vobers, bat our zovermment doesn’t work that way. In fact, our sysrem is specifically designed to protect against that
scenariy. The votes of citizens in rural areas count just as ch as those of cifizens in cities. In Wovermnber, North Caroling DemocTats

Jumped on thizs bandwazon, filing a lawrsnit asking the Diemocratic-controlled Worth Carolins state courts to draw new legislative maps e s Ty
to favor Demacrats and reduce the influence of maral voters. They arpue that 3 50050 Eepublican-Democrat statewide vote shonld resnlt !
Warren Daniel@ncleg net
in & 5050 party =plit in the legizlatmre 919.715.7823
Dremncrats converndentty num a blind eye in instances where this argument would benefit Bepublicans. Based on their own logic, -

Democrats shouald be up in amms about the fact that Wake and Mecklenburg County Bepublicans have no representstion in the M.C.
State House despite winning about a third of the vote in each county during Last year's elections. Vet they remain silent.

The fact of the matter is, while Democrats may claim their goals with this lawsuit are just “fair maps" and ending “partisan germy-
mandering,” their real goal couldn®t be any clearer: get liberal judzes to udicially gemymander the maps fo elect more Democrats and
reduce the political power of naral Morth Carolinians.

Arcording to a report released Tharsday by the nonparmizan Fiscal Fesearch Dhivision, MNC collected $188 mullion more in tax revenne
than projected over the first two guarters of the fiscal vear, Corporate tax collections exceeded expectation by 337.1 million over the
G-month target In fact, corporate income tax collections are up 16.5% over last vear. The state has reported six consecnfive reveme
surploses, including a £380 pullion surples i May 2017, a $458 million surphis i May 2018, mmd 3 3400 million surplos in Ansost
201 8. This has been a wend that coincided with the NWOGA historc fax reforms. The report also predicted a forecass for stronger wage
growth m 2019 and suggests that salary gains are shead of projectons. "Camment data on income and overall economic activity (Le.
Gross State Product) indicate that the Sfate's economy is srowing at a steady, solid pace.™

The 2019 Session of the WC Genetal Assembly is underway, and I am privileged to confinue serving in the W Senate on behalf
of the people of Avery, Burke, and Caldwell counties. We enjoyed meefing with the family of Tim and Naomi Smith, who traveled to
Faleigh for the Senate’s Opening Day Ceremomny.

Here are some excerpis from Senate ProTem Phil Berger's remarks:

“Since 2011, we have adbered to bedrock conservative economic policies: low taxes, responsible spending, and reasonable regula-
nions that accommplish their purpose withouwt impecessary red ape.

“Te retumned the people’s money 1o them through historic and balanced ax onts. Today, 29% percent of state taxpayvers pay less or
nothing at all compared to before 2011. And today, the private sector is creatimg jobs by the thousands in our state, in part becanse of
lovver tarces and 3 more reasonable regnlatory borden.

“And people outside of North Camolina have noticed. In slmost every major category, Morth Carolins ranks at or near the top. Forbes
has ranked us the best place for business two vears in a row. We camapalted in the Tax Foondation's businsss climate rankings from 44
o 12th Unemployment is st 3.6%, below the national average. More people work in Worth Caroling today than ever bafore in our his-
fory. Char population growth last vear was the fifth-highest in the nation.

"We've putpaced the region and the conniry in job creation since 2011, Poverty’s down. Income gromth is up. By almost every met-
ric, Morth Carolina is booming, and now is not the time to change our conservative economic policy approach.”

As always, if I may be of assistance to you, please contact my Baleizh office via phone or email. It s a plessure to serve von in the
state Senate.

NC Senate District 47

Cpening day of the new session for the 20019-2020 biennnum of the Morth Caroling General Assembly comvenad on Jamnary Sth in
Faleizh I was honored to be sworn in for my fifth tenm as Senator of the 47th District and thankful for the oppormnity to continus
serving my constments in Mitchell, Madison, McDowell, Polk, Rutherford, and Yancey counties for another term. In addition to being
sworn in for 3 Gfth term in the Senate. I was also swom in for oy first term as Deputy President Pro Tempore Both oaths of office was
administerad by MNonth Caroling Supreme Court Chief Tustice Mark MMammn,

I am proud of the legislative accomplishments of the Morth Carolina Senate over the past eight vears and look forward to the work
ghead m this bienninmm Fellowing are muy top legislatve priomties:

* Control spending to no more than infiation phis population growth

* Reduce and reform our franchiss tax

= Increase mral access to kezlth care, inchoding expanding the scope of practice for morses and elminsting CON (Cermficate of Mead)
= Bxpand work requitennents in Medicaid and welfare reform

For this legislative session, 1 have been appointed co-chair of the Firance Connmites and the Redismicing and Blections Commit-

Sen Ralph Hise tee. [ was also appointed to the following standing commitiees: Appropriztions on Health and Human Services, Health Care, Pensions
Ralph Hise@nel ; and Fetirement and Aping, and Fales and Operations of the Senate.

I kook forward to confinned work on Keeping our state a great place to live, work, and raise a famdly. As always, please share your
§13-733-3460 thoughts with me on these or otier issues related to state government by emailing me ar ralph hisejincleg net or calling me at 919-
T33-3440.

GOD BLESS AMERICA
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NC House District 86

Eep. Hugh Blackwrell
919-733-5805

The newly elected General Assembly convened on Japuwary Bth. The first order of business was the reslection of officers: Senator
Phil Barger of Rockingham County as the President Pro Tem snd leader of the state senate and Fepresentative Tim Moore of Cleveland
Conunty to serve as Speaker of the state house I ook forward to continwing my work for the citizens of Burke Connry. Of course, there
are a varety of concerns that we will likely address over the next several months. However, as this session bapine there are two issues
that I will single out at this stage on which I plan to work:

I was pleased with the General Assembly's progress in addressing school safety during the Last session, inchading the mdllions of dol-
lars in gramis established to assist local school systems in profecting our state’s children. Protecting our children inchodes ensuring that
our state is able to recrult and retain school psychologists to care for increasing mental bealth needs within the classroom. Last session,
the legislamire ook some mmportant steps m this area. However, | will confinwe to work this session to improve our process of recnut-
ing and retaining school psychoelogists to keep our smdents safe.

Im 2015, I was proud to be the lead sponsor of our state’s Bighi-to-Try law that gives terminalhy-ill patients access to therapies not vet
approved by the FDA and a chance at life should the therapy work for them. Last year, the federal government passed a similar Fight-
o-Try law. Wow, this session, I will work to enhance terminally ill panents’ access under the law by exanining ways w allow even

Hugh Blackwell@ncleg net earlier access to lifs-saving dmyzs. Specifically, T am studyimg Teras's expansion of their Right-to-Try law, which expanded access for
not only terminalby-ill patients but also the severaly, chromicalby ill.

US House of Representatives NC Dwm::t 11

Washington TLC. - Congressman Mark Meadows (WC-11), Chairman of the House Freedom Caucus, and 2 member of the House
Orwersight and Government Feform and Transportstion and Infrastrocmre Conmitters. and Congressman Foaguin Castro (TX-200, Chair-
man of the Conpressional Hispanic Caicws, and a member of the Honse Foreizn A ffairs, Honse Intsllizence, and Howse Education and
Labar Committees, hayve reintroduced the Glohbal Electoral Exchange Act (H B 753). This bipartizan measure would suthorize the Sec-
retary of State to administer exchanze programs for electoral authorities with overseas parmers, promote best election security practices,

and strenzrhen democratic instiiutions abroad.

“Fair, trustworthy, and acommtable elections are aitcal to defending democracy among our infernatonal parmers—and they are fion-
damental to who we are as a nation,” 53id Bep. Meadows. “America is equipped with the needed expertise to bolster good zovernance
and freedom in the world's democracies, making the world safer for Americans and bolstering our national security. Under this bipartizan
bill, American electon admindstrators and experts will be better able fo share sound election administration practices abroad, helping to
prevent the rampant viokence that all too ofien follows poorly-mn, unfree elections. Anything we a5 3 nation can do to promode healthy
and zecure election practices in other coumiries is a welcome dewvelopirent, and I want to thank Fep. Castro of Texas for his work on this

critical imitiative.”

“We've seen I sl pockets of the world howr insacore electoral mechanismes can lead to deadly violence and tamted election resnlis.

Congressman
Mfark Meadows

202-225-5401
v meadows honse gov

That's why the United States should assist democracies abroad in desipning and preserving sivong elecforal mestimons. This supports
theeir guest for an inclusive society based on the principles of democracy.” said Chairman Castro. “The Global Electoral Exchange Act
seeks to help the United States share our best election secuniy practices sbroad, which in turm will strengthen demorracy worldwide and
advance bipartisan 175, national security interests abroad. Fres and fair elections indicate democracy health, and I'm glad to lead this
legislative affort that will belp improve global security and promote demporatic insttutions,™

Background: This legislaton sesks to establish a Global Electoral Exchange Program that would promeete internationsl exchanges of
best election practces on cyberseqarity, wansmitting results, data wansparency, electon dispute resolution, eliminating aoy discrimina-
tory practices, and making voter education information aod polling places easily accessible. The Global Electoral Exchanze Act would
require the LS. Departiment of State to brief the Honse and Senate on status of activities as well as provide a summary of all exchanzes.

Billy Graham's Answers on Abortion

By Billy Graham

Fonow that the Lord, ke iz God!

It iz he who made s, and we are ks,

wat are his people, and the sheep of hiz pasiure.
Psalm 100:3 (E5V)

With recent abortion laws changing in our country,
it's important to nofe what the Bible zays about the
izsue. Throunghont God's Word, it's clear that buman
Life is precious to Him More than ever, we nesd
biblical ayswers to guestions regarding abortion and
the sanctity of life. Billy Graham once said, “T know
it"s commeen foday to think of abortion as a simple answer to an incomvenient
proflem—at it is acmally a far more setious isswe. Your child isn't simply 3 mass
of tssue; ke or she is 3 human being n God's eves ™ Here are 3 few My Answers
from the evangelist.

Q: Why is abortion such a big issue for Christians?

A-The spirieal condition of man 1= at the root of the abortion issne. Tnti] men’s
spiritesl condition is changed by the power of Fesus Christ, we will not find a full
solution to this problem It is cin that produces the problem of most onwanted
pregnancies, as well as all the other disorders which plague the haoman race.

It is also sin that produces the mishelief that women have a “right” to ake the
lives of unbom bakies. The spostle Panl writes, “The acts of the sinful nsture ars
obvions: sexnal memorality, impurity and debanchery; idolary and witchorafi;
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factons and
emvy, dnmkenness, orgies, and the like™ {(Galatians 5:19-21a).

Life is sacred, and we must seek to protect all lnoman life: the uobom, the child
the adult, and the aged Several Bible passapss tell of the sacedness of life and
speak o the subject of abortion.

Since the Supreme Court removed restrictions on shortion in 1973, abaor-
fons have risen to an alamming level. Mt Grahsm strongly opposes “ghortion
on demand™ and was metromental in the founding of the ministry of Care Met,
one of largest petworks of pregnancy Centers in Morth America. Care Met seeks
to provide the most accessible and effective sbortion altematives possible Fora
discussion on the alienatives to an wrwanted pregnancy, you may visit Care Met's

webszite, where there are opporiunities to call, email or live chat with someons
confidentially.

Some of abortion’s unseen consequences are deep resret and ol owver wlat
happened. If you've had an abortion and are experencing this, you're not alone.
What yon did was wrong in God's eyes—but He has not rejected youn or aban-
doned vou.

Enow miore about God's love for yon today.

Q: I'm single, pregnant, and don’t know what to do.

A Two wrongs don't make 8 nght (as the old saying goes), and I pray you won't
compound your problems by making snother wrong decision about your future.
Yoz, if was wrong for vou to get preznani—but it also would be wrong for you

to end the fife of the liftle child who is prowing inside you. T kmowr it's common
today to think of abortion as 4 simple answer to an incormvenient problem—buat it
is acmally a far more serous isswe. Your child f=n’t simply a mass of fsswe; he or
she is a Iuman being in God’s eyes. God told Teremizh, “Bgfbee I formed you in
fhe woeb I knew you, before you were born I e you apart” (Jeremdizh 1:5)

What should you do? First, you need wise connsel from someone older than
you—someone who can talk with vou about yvour options (including placing your
child for adopon). Ask God to lead von to the right person or agency (your pas-
for may be shle to help yvou)). You may also find it helpfol to contact Cara Met,
one of largest networks of pregnancy centers in North America, Care Met seeks
fo provide the most accessible and effective sbortion alternatives possible. For a
discnssion on the alternatives o sm nowanted prepoancy, you may visit Care Met's
webzite, where there are opporiumities to call, amail or live chat with someons
confidentially.

Then I urge you to tom fo God—mot just to pat this problem into His kands, bat
o give your whole Life to Him. God loves you, and no matter what yvou've done
He wants to forgive your past and guide your future. Make your commitment to
Christ, and then ask Him fo belp yon do what is right—inclnding mending your
relationship with your parenis,

Are you in trouble? There is hope. Find peace with God today.

Q) Would it be wrong for me o pray that my girlfriend will be open to gefing an
sbortion?

contiinued on paEe 44
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Burke United Christian Ministries
During the Winter Months

By David Burleson
Burke Coumty

The winter months bring mamy challenzes to Burke
United Christisn Mmisires (BUCK) and the clhients we
serve. Fecent spow and very cold temperatures hawve
crezted a hizher than nsnal demand for food, clothes and
homeless supplies. Becanse of our wonderfil staff and
vohmteers st BUCK, honch was served every day and
dinmer was served on our nsnsl nights of service; Tuesday, Tharsday and Sundsy:
We kave also been able to take care of the food and clothing needs of our clients.

The winter months are partioularly difficult for our homeless chients. During
the last year, BUCH served 300 homelsss clieats. Of the 399 homeless chients,
54 were under 18 years old. With the support of the Homeless Onireach Warming
Imdtiative (HOWT) committes and other committed commmnity members, Witfer
has been a little wanmer and comfortable for our homeless conumumity,

The amount of food needed at BUCK for the soup kitchen and food panmy also
increases dunng the winter months. We are exmremely grateful to our churches,
bnsinesses, restanrants, ETocery stores. civic groups and individuals that contrib-
uied food and supplies for BUCM. We are very thankful that several individuals
chipoza to Five BUCM their birthday and Christmas gifie to help others. This was
especially true for many of our children snd teenamers.

We are very thankfil that several church yowth groups plan o collect food
duaring the anmial mamozal
Souper Bowl of Carng event.
This year’s event will b= on
Sunday, Febmuary 3. This is
one of the largest food drives
of the year. We also appreciate
the Burke County Schools for
doing 3 Scuper Bowl of Caning
Food Drive for BUCA and other
apencies in our coumty. A hugs
thank you to Dr. Larry Pumam_
the staff and the smdents of the
school system fior doing this drve for our community.

Also, pently used clothes, shoes and other supplies donated by our conummity
hawe belped meet the needs of our clients. Coats and other warm clothes have
been especially appreciated curing the winter months. Becaase of the generosity

of many in our compmmity, our chents have clothing and other supplies o keep
them wanm.

During the winter months, we have seen God ar work in remendous ways at
BUCM. When there have been needs, we have what is needed show up right
on time. It has been a blessing to see what God has done throngh the people of
Burke Coumty.

I alsp want to invite everyone to oar breakfast fundraizer on Saturday, Febm-
ary % at Friday Friends. The All-You-Can eat Breakfast will be from 8 am. to 10
a.m. and the cost is $10. For good food and fellowship be sure to come ot and
suppornt BUCKL

Angther way to support BUCK and the clients we serve is to vohinfesr, We
still need vohmieers for our clothing closet and store, the fond pantry, reception
and food harvest. If you wonld be interested i discussing being a volumteer or
making a dozaton v BUCM, please call me or Elizabeth Mormis at (828) 433-
8075 or visit our webpaze at bacm ner.

Burke United Christian Mimistries is very excited abont what God is planming to
do in 2019.

Denid Burleson is Director of Burke Linited Chrizfian Mimiziries

Jamie Miller, CPA

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

2301 Rutherford
Marion, NC 28752

phone: 828.652.6T77T
T 828.662.6755

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Commitment
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell County

Conmmitment whers has it gone? It looks like in the day
we are living, conmmitment iz a thing of the past. People nsed
o be commmitted To God, To the chuorch, To their huesband or
wife, and To their friends and family. But that is no longer
e, All it takes i this day and dme is fo et 2 lile hicoup,
of setback come by and it"s over What kas amazed me 2= 2
pastor in the last twenty three years of preaching is how many people I have seen
start thedr walk with Christ only o m back and remamn o their old life. I asked
myself why is thar? As I siedied over that question, God begin o speak o ooy
heart. He =zid, Steve do vou not remember how you use to play with vour rela-
tionship with e, He reminded me how close I would get to Him and then hoar
guick I wonld be fall sway. He also showed me how my commioment to Him was
like a thermometer, up and dowm, rather than the continnal relatonship He desired
to kave. He showed me that commitment has a price. The price is not cheap,
and the payment is nof easy. God showed me that the problem I had when I first
started my journey with Him was that I failed to “Burn the ship.™ What are you
saying? I don't imderstand. You have to forzet the things that are in your life, that
keeps pulling you back from being committed to God. ['m ot saying it's wiong
to hiave hobbies and do thimgs, bt when they become more important that your
relationship with God you have to make some important choices.

The Bible says in Philippians 3;13-14 “Brethran, T cownt not myzelf fo fave ap-
prehended: but thiz one thing [ do, forgetting those things which are befuind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are bgfore, I4 T press toward the mark for
the prize of the kigh calling of God tn Chrizt Jezns ™ Panl is talking about his rels-
tionchip with God. If Christians wonld just work on this one thing and that is their
relationship with God. The rest of the tings that will come along in our lives God
will halp ns deal with, and even have victory over See— commitment is extremely

I believe if you look back mto history the Vikings can show us what truly be-
ing conumitied is. When
they would raid coun-
iries, they would am
their ships on the shore.
thanzht to be threefold.
First, it would sirike fear
and panic in the hearts of
their opponent. Second,
the burming ship was a
strong signal o the eme-
oy that the Vikings were
serious and committed
Given that they had de-
stroyed their only way boone, the enenty must kave taken that a sure sign that this
was going to be an extremely tongh battle. Third, i was a sipnal to the Vilings
themsalves. The burning of their ship clearly made the point that the only possible
way bome was to win the battie. It reinforced their owmn level of commitment Ses
what happens when we fail to bom our ships, it makes it easy for us fo retom o
them and sail off apam. In my walk with God I kave had to bum a lot of ships in
may life. T had to let po of a Lot of things that had a hold on me. But the momet
that I started buming ships my commitment to God became soonger When you
et saved it is gpoing to be a constant batile to be conmmitted to God. The rezson
I say that is, I still find myself having to bum other ships along the way, so that I
can remsin committed in my walk with God. If you don’t believe that being com-
mitted to God is a battle, just look at bow easy it is for people to tum their back on
their commitment 1o God and just walk off.

Words of Windom

= The difference between comnuiment and mwolvement. is like Ham and eggs,
The chicken is imvolved; it lays an egg. the pig is convmitied he mives his Lfe.
/A

* The e heart of a Christian is someone who is committed o God and His King-
dom. A

= You can be committed 1o Church but not committed to Christ, baf you canmot be
committed to Christ and not be committed to charch. WA

= Ome has to be fully comnutted to one's faith. Otherorise, there's no point. WA

Are You Commitied?
What Would You Have Done?

The rwno thousand member charch was Glled to overflowing capacity one Sun-
day moming The preacher was ready to start the sermon when two men dressed
in long black coats and black hats entered thrm the rear of the chuarch.

Ome of the tao men walked to the middle of the chrch while the other staved
&t the back of the church. They both then reached under their coats and withdrewr
AIOTRATLC Weapons.

The one in the middle annmmced, "Everyone willing to take a bullet for Jesus
stay in your seats!"

Manrally, the pews emptied, followed by the choir. The deacons ran out the
door, followed by the choir director and the assistant pastor.

After a few moments, there were about twenty people left sifting in the church
The preacher was holding steady in the pulpir.

The men put their weapons away and said, zently, to the preacher, "All righe,
pastor, the hypocrites are pone now. You may begin the service "

St Williams is the Pastor of Berry Chape! Bapiizt Church im Spruce Pine.
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Financial Help
By Dave Rameey

Diear Dave,

bdy lmsband and I have about 520,000 i credit card
debt, plas payments on a new truck. We also have a
camper he bought before we zot marmied that we're stll
making pavments on I recently received a 550,000 n-
beritanre, and I'd like to use that money to help set ns ot
of debt and open a savings account. My bosband says he
is onboard, but he kesps buying things we don’t have the money for. I don't want
the inheritance to g0 to waste, 50 what can I do? Tessa

Dear Tessa,

T want you gays to gef control of your finances and have a better Llife, foo. But
unfil your bushand is willing to get rid of the camper and the mock, I'd hangz on o
the inheritance money.

Right now, you need more than his words—ypon need his actions. At this point.
the real issue isn't the debt or the idea of using the gift vou received to pay off the
debt The izswe is you can’t see 8 future where your lashand isn't going to repest
the ame financial sapidity. You need to have that fotare cleared up, and it isn't
going o be cleared up nntl he proves he has changed his heart and his ways. In
his case, that means showing he has become a gromm-up and isn't buying foys he
can't afford anymore.

I know where vou are, and T know whese be is nght now, I've been there.
“Years azo, I was a “gprown man” but [ was stll really a little boy aying things
I conldn't afford to impress people [ didn’t even know. This gay likes stuff He
likes shimy tmacks, shiny thimgs to pull belind shiny trocks, and that sort of thing.
But it’s time fior him to sell all the crap, zrow up, and start putting you and yoor
family first Keep talking to him. Explain how important it is to vou that yvou're
both on zame page financislly and in every other aspect of vour marriage. Unfil he
proves he's ready to do that, though, I'd say just hold on to the inheritance money:
—Dave

Dear Dave,
How do you feel sbout tinpeshares, and the free wips and dinners they offer as
part of their sakbes pitches? Is it possible to win with these things? Dian

Deear Dan,

In my opimion, tmeshares are 3 complete waste of fime and money. Lots of
folks o mbo this kind of thing believing they'll play the game and win. They
think they'll get a vacation weekend and other free soff. then jost say “no™ when
the ime comes, The problem is, most people aren't as tongh a ell as they think
Besides, do you really want to waste 8 weskend of your life letting some pushy
salesperson twist your arm? That's not my idea of fin

Az a whole, timeshares have an incredibly high dissatisfaction rate. It's almost
mnpossible to find snyone who's happy they bought inte one, and there are good
reasons for this. Why would yon pay thousands of your hard-eamed dollars for a
finy place you may or may Dot get 3 chance o visit once a vear? Add fo this the
face that vou have no equity in the place, and you're sack paying cngoing mainte-
nance feas.

Ny adwice? Don't take a chance playing the game Than. There are omch bener
—Dawve

Diear Davea,

I've been late on & credic card bill several times snd it was tumed owver to 3 col-
lection agency. They hawve offered a couple of different payment options. I 1 agree
to one of these, does that mean the origmal creditor gets paid, too? Carter

Diear Carter,

A collection agency either owns the debr owimizht, or they're direcily represent-
g the credit card company in these kinds of situations. It's not wonsnal for things
o be handled this way when someone has defaulted on a loan.

Unless you have the cash to make good on the debt ouiright, I'd zo ahead and
accept whichever deal makes the mpst sense for you and your current financial
sitestion. Yon've already ot 8 mark against yvou on yvour credit report for having
this tfurmed over to collections, so an indication of settlement on 3 credit card you
defanited om is really no hig deal

But here’s ory best piece of advice—stop using credit cands!

—Dave

Ihrve Ramzey iz CEQ gf Ramsay Solunion:. He has authored seven best-selling
books, including The Tertal Money Makeover The Dave Ramsgy Show i heard
by more than 14 mullion listeners each week on 600 radio stations and multiple
digttal plagform:. Faollow Dave on the web af dmeramsay. com and on Twither at

[@DaeRamsey.

 from page 20
I'm giwving you & link o my first Christian Fap Tracks Called "Vision" thanks and
God Bless Y all!

Afiichell Yancey Substance Abuse —Stay Alert!

Aaviand Community Colleze

Mzyland Earth to Sky Park—Toin us at the Earth 1o Sky Park and Bare Dark Sky
Observatory as we take part in the 2019 MC State-wide Star Party! Watch the
sroundbresking for the new planstarinom and enjoy aswononyy relsted activitdes for
children a food tock, snd plenty of star gazing hostad by the MOC Astrononny
Chab. The ewent is FREE and open to the public.

Allen Cook

Director, Mayland Small Business Center

Kayland Conummity Collegs

(E2E} TG6-1205

acookimayland adu

Eaptisis on Mission - Mission teams are needed to do Vacation Bible School,
Evangelisoc Ouwreach, and Constrmaction projects in our parmer states of Alsska,
Vermont, hame and Pennsylvanis. Mission teams can msake A grest impact m
reaching thess commmunities for Christ Visit our website for full lists of projects
=t hittpes: (haptistsonmission org Dission-Projects Tnited-States Mew-England or
coutact MC Baptists on Mission at 919-457-5607 or mabernathy/@nchaptist org

Dieep Impact Kids Are you looking for 3 mission opporhaity for the children in
your church? Dieep Impact Kids will be serving in many comrmumities across the
state with hands-on mission projects designed for 1st-6th grade children. Signup
your church now for a weskend, mini-week, or fnll week at one of thess locations:
Camp Cale Fed Springs, Shelby, Mundo Vista, Caswell, or Tmett Baptist Camp.
For more mformation contact Dollie Nea at dnoa@mncbaptistorg. Website
hitp:/bapti stsommission org/camps/di-kids

Ara vou looking for 2 mission opporiumity for the children in your church?
Dipep Impact Fids will be serving in many commumities across the state with
hands-on mission projects designed for 1st-Gth grade children. Sipn up your
clnrch now for 8 weekend mini-week or foll week at one of these locations:
Camp Cale Fed Springs. Shelby, Mundo Vista, Caswall, or Troett Baptist Camp.
For more information contact Dollie Noa at dnoa@ncbaptist org. Website

hitp.//baptstsommission ofg'camps/di-kids
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Evergreen Church

Unashamed of Our ldentity
By Fev Jobho MoCoury
Rogn Moumnain, Tenneszeg

The key verse to mnderstanding the eatre episte of Fo-
mans 15 found in Fomans 1:16. Here, Paul declares thar be
is not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the powsr of God anmw
salvation for everyons who believes Today, the reason so
many churches are blessing same-sex mamiage neglacting
the call to evanzelisi. approving other “paths™ to God, and preaching zalf-halp
instead of the doctrines of sin and salvation is becsese thay have not taken this
verse to heart They are ashamed of the Gospel, so they change 1t and redefive it—
bhwong the two-edzad sword of God's Word and deacavanug its powar, And o
society 1s reaping the consequences. My frend, the call on vour life and mine is
o remain vmashamed of the Gospel, o lovingly 1 hizh the Truth of our Savior,
and to st Hon with our Ives. AL of us will, at oee fime or another, be tempred
o ide our Lght under a basker, [o fact, as
vyl seek 1o serve and wimess for Chost more
awd more, this remptation may become even
stwonger. Satan will my o convince vouw that
it's mot worth the effort. Baloved, stand fimm m
that evil day. Femember that it is the Gos-
pel that breaks the iron yoks of sin, shamers
the chams of addictions and Aings open the
heavy gates of darkness. May God grant ns
each the grace and mnderstanding 1o remain
nazshamed Have you had moments when
v wanted to hide your Lght before others™
Ask God for courage to be a faithinl wimess.
The call to live lond for Chrst, unashamed
of the Gospel, is clear in Scripure. But how
do we live with such boldoessT The answer
is threefold, and it comes from a close look
2t Fiomans 1 and the life of the apostle Paul.
Thea first reason Paul could live unashamed of
the gospel was bacanse e kvew who be was and to whom be belonzad He knew
that Tesus was Lord Choist apd be knew that he kad been set apart by Him o be
His apostle (v I 4. Pand kpew that his idenfity was in Chrst, spd nothing could
take that away from him . In & day when s0 many people are mized up about who
they are, when it is fashionable to queston v geader or define yoursalf by your
political party, it is refreshing to see the apostle Paul hold so dzhily o kds blood
bonghs identny. He was vot confissed sbout what his purpess oo earth was sup-
pased o be. He knew his identirv—he was a servaot of Jesus Chrizn My baloved
friends, this iz the bealthiest salf~parcepaon you can bave. Remember, “You also
are amang those Gentles who are called to belone to Jesus Christ” (v, 6), Firmnby
root vourself in this gladons identny teday, and you will be anchored regardless
of what opposition comes vour way. Don't mitss out on the peace that coone from
Enowing who and whosa you are! How do yvou define yourself? Dioes this alizn
with who the Losd Fesns Choist says you ara?

Jokn MeCoury iz pastor of Evergreen church in Roan Mowwtmn, Temnessee and
alro chaplain ar Roan Highlands Nirsing Center

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

A Bold Startin 2019
By Eristy Etheridzs

“And e said te thew, Fo o all the world and pro-
ciaim the gospel fo the whole creatsion. ™ —Mark 1615

The year 2009 will be the frst full year the Billy
Grabam Evangelistic Asseciaton (BGEA) will exist
withour Billy Grabam

His oldest son, Franklin Grabam, bas spoken oftan
zhout how rmech be misses iz father, who went fo be
with Tesus in February at the age of 00,

“TWa rejoice and pratss God that my fathar was given the privilegs of preaaching
the Gospel to mors peopls face to face than any other person fmw history,” Franklin
zaid. “But the job =1t fivgshed. We have another sensraton who needs o hear
this wonderful message™

I 2012 BGEA Prasident Franklin Graham, bis sop Wil Graham and several
other associate evangelists will advance the missicn Billy Graham dedicated his
life to camying out

Ip zdditdon to taking the Gospel message to the Mortheast TS, next spring,
Fravklin will oavel o major cities oo at least three other contneants where local
Chrisnans bave mvited hito oo come and preach

Pleaza join the BGEA in praving for God's Word to moove hearts and souls
zround the world.
Thailand

Tha first Fes-
tival of the year
has faken place n
Bangkok, Thailand,
on Jan 19-20 With
A population of
mara than 8 million,
the rverside capitzl
is abour the size of
Wew York City

Bangkok 15 doz-
ted with shrinas—
visihle reminders
of the nation's stroag ties to Buddhizin. Bas the small popalaton of Christians is
passienare abour shanng the hope of Tesus Chrdst. That passion may be e in part
1o the consequences they ofien face for putting their faith in the Lond.

“If a member of 2 Thai family becomes Christian it 1= offen se=n as 2 rejection
of the family and their Thai heritage ™ satd Viktor Hamm BGEA™S vice president
of Crosade minisries.

Thai Clristizns have faced difficulties over the vears, nchading 2 royal probibi-
nton against Chrisdancty in the early 1700s and persacuton under the Tapanese oc-
cupation dunng WWIL But what could have pushed Christ followers away from
their farth seems 1o have bronzht them together in unity

“Although Chrisdans make up abont [ percent of the population, they are
vibranthy sharng the messaze of Christ,” Hamm satd. “More than 340 choarckes
wera invalved o the Fastival ™
Anstralin

Cm the 60tk anpdversary of Billy Grakam’s historic four of Avstralia, Fraoklin

Grabham will share the Gospel in half-a-dozen cites from ons end

Daver everything else,

Mikchell Co. Famm Bureau

|57 By Circh
Syrnc P | WC 0171

wv e ingcam | EEE‘TES'%?E
Bakersville, NC (828)688-3745

of the continent to the other

In 1250, Billy Graham maveled across Auvstralia and MNew
Zealand sharing the Gospel of Tesus Chrise. More than 3 nullion
people—unsarly a third of Australia’s population ar the dime—art-
tended 8 Crusade evant.

The Sydney MMorning Herald callad the four “ons of the most
|| remarkable raligions phenomiens ever expernenced e this citv.”

“Anztraliz today 1s 2 nation in need of spiritual revival " Franklin
Grakam said. “Secularizm has put down roots, and almest one in
three peopla claim to have no religion at all. The Bible savs, “God
was moved by praver for the land’ (2 Sammel 21:14, WASE}—pray
that God will tonch that land and open many hearts to the Life-
chauging power of the Gospel ™
BGEA s parmering with more than 1,200 churches thronghour
Ansmalia for the Grakam Tour, whech will stop in Perth, Dharwin
Wlelboume, Brizhape Adelaids spd Sydveey from Feb, 8-24.
“Ninch has changed in the warld in the past S0 years, but Frank-
lin Grakam dalivars the sames life-changme messaze his father

cantmued on pase 37

www. brocnews.com
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

conimued from page 36

deliversd m Australia all those vears ago,” Haman said “The tour across Aunstralia
is singalarly focwsed on sharing the Gospel—ike Good Mews of Jasus Christ—:o

thar lives, and the naton may be changed ™
Colombia

Cn Easter weekend, Apnl 19-20. Franklin Graharo is scheduled to hold a Fest-

val of Hope fw Cucura, Colomwbis, on the border of Venezuela.

Preparations for the Festival come at a time when ruillions of people in the

ragion are searching for hope.

In what has been called the Vepezpalan Exodus, up o 20,000 Vapezielans ara
streanung ot of their country each day, flesing vaprecedented leveal
and violeace. Cuonia is offen one of the first stops on the refiugess’ long and dan-

Zerous journey 1o a better life

In October, Franklin maveled to Cuoutz and visited 2o zid station setup by Sa-
Purze to provide food, water and basic supplies to Veneruelans passing

miaritan’s
thronzh in droves,
“Pepple are leaving by the nullions,” he wrote

help.”

Az believers around the world panse to celebrate the resurrection of Chrisn the
BGEA will parmer with mawy of those lecal churches to share the hope of Tesas

with people who desperately need it

“They're conung o Colomwbia looking for hope ™ Fraoklin
said “W'e want o share not only [reli=f] with them—ya
want o share our f2ith and tust e Jesus Christ God has not
forzotten them ™
Cambodia

In Movember, Frankln Graham will bold his first Festval in
Plnpmn Penh, Cambodia’s bustding caprial city of 1.5 million
peopla.

This historic evewt will give Christians a chapce to celebrate
and share their faith in Christ—something they havs not al-
wavs Been able 1o do without nzking their lives.

“Christian kistory in Cambodia has been written with
Blood,” Hanun said  “Amocites committed against Chrs-
fians in the 705 [ander the Khmer Fonge] are well document-
ed. Yer, the Word of God can’t be bound, and Ged's remnant
will abw ays 1:=- Fresent, oo matter the circmnsiances and
opposition.’

Camipodian Christians are a finy minority in the primariby
Buddhest Finsdom of Cambedia. Much lke their Thai broth-
ers and sisters in Chaist, the Cambodian believers have faith
that can’t be contained.

“The Church in Cambadia ts vibrant,” Hamm said. ©A
delzgation of senior Christizn leaders came to towite Fravklin
to Plmoen Penh. Without hesitation, Frankhno accoepted the
invitation ™

A public lzunch of Festaval preparations is sat for mid-Feb-
ruary. Hanum said disonsstons with govermment officials are
currently imdsrvay 1o seCule 3 Proper Vemie.

“We are asking all Chmstans o pray for this kastonc effort”

Erisny works with the Billy Graham Evangelisiic Arzonation
! il =

“It iz & beartbreaking simaton
Spmes paople in Colombia are opannng their homes to assimmilate thoge feeing into
their commnmitiss, and the clurches are opening their arms and their doors to

s of poverty

2019 Ram 1500 4WD Laramie
&otor Trend Truck of fhe Year?

2019 Ram 1500"s 15 .l:--,."'"n:vuﬂ from-
Mofor Troend Truck of the Yoar!

2018 Ram 2500 Laramie Mega
Cab 4x4 Sport Group, Cumming & More
_.H‘-\. I ¥

2019 Ram 1500 4WD Rebel
Mobor Trend Truck of the Year!

20193 Ram 1500 4AWD Quad Cah
Miodor Trend Truck of the Year!

2018 Ram 3500 Crew Jxd
& fo choose from, AN pes of upfita

2018 Ram 2500 Tradesman Crew
dxd Cummins, 7 fo chooze from

2018 Ram 3500 Crew 4xd
Tradsmamn We wil upfit it for you.

BUCHAMNAN & YOUNG

www. buchananyoung.com
WAL e DT
B28-682-21948 Eaust Main Strool, Burnsville, N.JC. 28714

B TH VT L A P

www brenews com
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 eyes they have closed; at

any time they should see (Matt

13 15)

5 Therefore, nd yourselves of all

___and all deceat (1 Peter 2:1)

10 that I ought preach him among

____ heathen (Gal 1:16)

13 They make many promses,

take false  and make (Hos

10:4)

15 he was given a crown, and he

___ out as a congueror (Rev 6:2)

16 he took ___ the Sodomutes out

of the land (1 Kings 15:12) KJV

17 like plants in the field like

tender  shoots (Iza 37:27)

18 It had large  teeth: it

crushed and devoured (Dan 7:7)

19 David chose  smooth

stones from the stream (1 Sam

17:40)

20 Though the arogant have

me with lies (Ps 119:69)

22 the patnarchs, and from them

15 the human ancestry of

Christ (Rom 9:5)

25TIwill  youwith filth Iwill

treat you with contempt (Nah 3:6)

26 figs, which are so bad they

camnot be | says the LORD

(Jer 24:8)

27 For him we both have
to the Father (Eph 2:18)

311 have given you

beanng seed (Gen 1:29)

34 merchants who __ these

things and gained their wealth

(Rev 18:15)

35 The man who was healed had

no  who it was (John 5:13)

37 a barber's razor to shave your

head and your __ (Ezek 5:1)

41 Why did the heathen rage.

and the people  vam things?

(Acts 4:25)

43 aman of Tyre,  towork

gold, and mn silver (2 Chron 2:14)

EIV

45 in Bethany in the home of a

man known as Simon the

(hlatt 26:6)

46 all the trees of | that were

in the garden of God (Ezek 31:9)

-fEE If someone forces you to go

__, gowith lum two (Matt

5 41-42}

40 Ahabson of  became king

of Israel (1 Kmgs 16:29)

51 ntending after  to bnng

him forth to the people (Acts

12:4) KIV

53 the turtle and the  and the

swallow (Jer 8:7) KJV

56 with the words of David, and

of Asaph the (2 Chr 29:30)

58 whoever drinks the water

give him will never  (John

4:14)

50 They were __ with each

other about everything that (Luke

24:14)

63 they made braided chams of

pure gold, likea  (Ex39:15)

64hesentout toseenf

the water had receded (1.4)
{Gen 8:8)
66 which 15 gone down in the
sun _ of Ahaz (Tsa 38:8)
KWV
68 was what looked like

of glass, clear as crystal
(1.3) (Rev 4:6)
69 they pursued Joshua and
____ away from the city
(Josh 8:16)
70 and it vomited Jonah
dry land (Jonah 2:10)
71 a bull from your stall or of
goats from your  (Ps 30:9)
72 silver i two bags, with
two __ of clothing (2 Kings
5:23)
13 Jehoshaphat bnlt a of

trading ships to go to Ophir (1
Kings 22:48)

DOWN

1 the priest shall take some

of the of o1l and pour 1t

into (Lev 14 15}

2 Speak nowinthe

people (Exodus 11:2)

3 there shall come forth a rod

out ofthe  of Jesse (Iza-

1ah 11:1) KV

4 Thou art my beloved Son; in
I am well pleased (Luke

KV

6 Iwill besiege  : she will

mourn and lament (Iza 29:2)

TPraisebetothe .

God of Israel (4.3) (1 Sam

25:32)

8 mot forget your pre-

cepts (1.2) (Ps 119:141)

0 Jemzalem, which I have zet

mthe  of the natons (Ezek

5:5)

10 they gathered  as mmch

two omers for each (Ex 16:22)

11 Zebulun will live by the

seashore and become a

for ships (Gen 49:13)

12 one official s~ bya

higher one, and over them

both are EEcc:l 5:8)

14 as aplece of siimg

when it comes close to a Hlame

(Judg 16:9)

16 the womanhad

calf in the honse (1.3) (1 Sam

28:24) KIV

21 The manna was like co-

nander seed and looked like

_ (Num 11:7)

23 teacher (John 1:38)

24 Benjamites chased them

and __ overran them (Judg

20:43)

28 How the oppressor has

to an end! (Isa 14:4)

20 your hands, all you na-

tions; shout to God (Ps 47:1)

30 they shall fall by the

of the sword (Luke 21:24)

32 now therefore  thom

somewhat the gnevous servi-

tude (2 Chr 10:4) KJV

33 not only do they become

___, but also gossips (1 Tim

of the

'
L]

L

45 4 |47

COFYRIGHT 2040

5:13)

36 the roebuck. and the fallow

_, and the wild goat (Deut

14:5)

38 bum mcensze upon the hills,

under oaks and poplars and

(Hos 4:13) KTV

39zend him away by the hand of
_ man(1.3) (Lev 16:21)

40 he shall  them with a rod
of won (Rev 19:13)

42 his feet with shackles, his neck
wasputim  (Ps 105:18)
44he  upon s knees three
times a day (Dan 6:10) KJV

47 do not use deception, nor do
we  the word of God (2 Cor
4:2)

50 I have made you a tester of
___ and my people the ore (Jer
6:27)

52 There went m two and two
unto Noah imnto the  {Gen
79

53S0 Lot for imself the
wheole plam of the Jordan (Gen
13:11)
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54 very good figs, hike those
that  early (Jer 24:2)

55 Forts and towers m the
wooded (2 Chron 27:4)
57 from foundatton to
were made of blocks (1 Kings
Fia')

58 Let their table be made a
snare, and a (F.omans
11:9)

60 took away the strange
gods, andthe (2 Chr
33:15)

61 Were not all ten cleansed?
Where are the other  (Luke
17:17)

62 forwideisthe and
broad 15 the way (Matt 7:13)
65 If I am a master, where 15
the respect me?" says the
LORD (Mal 1:6)

67 they took , Abram's
brother's son [Gen 14:15)

www. brenews.com
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Churches to Take Next Steps to
Share Resources, Support Neighbors
By Colby Boston

Mitcheil County

Spruce Pine, M.C) — A room full of pastors and chuoch
leaders from Mimchell Counfy gathered o Japumary 15 to learn
more abont Healthy Meishbors Memnork (HNIW), a program
that is helping to coordinate resonrces and services to support
people m need in MMacon County. and talk showt oppormnitiss to develop a similar
program in Mitchell County.

Amy Hoilman of the Meighbors Feeding Meighbors Food Ministry sharad the
experiences she and her husband, Allen, have i visiting people in their hormes
across the county and belping them to find the resources they need. Pastors and

woluntesrs from churches were excited fo bear about the Macon County HIN pro-

gram and brainstorm
bow they could
work together o
share resources and
Serve in ministry.

Healthy Neigh-
bors Network uses
software to connect
chorches and allow
therm o Commmanni-
cate sbout people in need, keep wack of who needs help, and coordinate vohmteer
SUPpOIT.

HEH is modeled after the Congregational Health MNerorork (CHIY) program im
blemphis, Tennessee CHIM started in 2006 and now has 500+ churches and 700
wolunteers working tozether to suppont their commumity.

Colby Bosion, Volunteer Engapement Specialist at Blue Fidge Ferional Hos-
pital, was on the team of representatives froon across western Morth Caroling who
maveled to Memphizs m 2015 to leam sbout the program. Smce then he’s been
eaper to bring thoss idess home o Mitchell County. Once he started having con-
wersations with local pastors, they too becams excited  “This program is gong
to be great for Mitchell County,” said Pastor Clay Dale from I iberty Hill Bapfist
Church  “Sometimes the charches feel overwhelmed by the need in our comami-
nity. By working together, we can do more and encourage more people to work in
mimistry with us.™

Ten churches have indicated an interest in joining the program and will be
sending representatives to & training on Twesday, Febmary 12, To leam more or
sigm vour charch up to pardcipate, contact Colby Boston ar 828-766-1872.

Clolby warks with Blue Ridee Hocpital and will be heading up the HNN

m Malionwide’

to help protect
your many sides.

BURMSVILLE
(828)682-2325

SPRUCE PINE
(828)765-2790

NEWLAND
(828)733-9500

MCOOWELL. MADSON, BURKE
(866)346-4202

e
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sassnciates

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com
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* Brand new 1/2 carat
diamond earrings in white
or yellow gold $299.%?

e L o

* Silver necklaces $24.%°
& up

* Large selection of
diamond engagement
rings 10k & 14k
starting at $30.%°

Need some extra cash??

We loan on most items of collateral valve.
We buy scrap gold!

New shipment of CBD oil!

All natural, Kentucky grown hemp 10%
OFF

828-765-7651

worw bicnews. com
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Hospice General In Patient Room
By Hesther Stensr
Mitchell Coundy

O Jamuary 24th 3019 we had the plexsure of opening
our Hospice General In patient room. The Brian Center and
Hospice & Home Care of the Blue Fidze have parmered to
offer this service. The room is dedicated to patients i our
facility and in our community that have special needs. We
are thrilled to have the opporianity to parmer with such a
dedicated organization. The rbbon COfMnE Ceremony Was
such 3 special day for evervone involved, it means so nnch
when you zet to see 4 vision
come to fruition!

Twould bike to take this
opporiumity to talk ahout the
heart of our leader/adminiztra-
tor, Shelley Tinsley. Shelley
started af the Brian Center in
April 2017. Initially she came
85 3n inferim admimisiraror. It
did not take longz for her o fall
in love with the residents, staff
members and the mountaing
(her words). Shelly came to i
e Froa Sonthy Comlima . o o vt SRl T ey lcbmiidirtonr Birico
forover ayearshelivedina -~ o 7on Boone, Clinical Operations OF
hotel in Marion She sacrificed S y ;

; ] Jicer Hospice and Home Care of the Bine Ridea,
time with her husband amd o " Sonor Direror of Care Transitions

building 5o pass : Eﬂmﬂﬂ{!fmlmﬂm.mgrmﬂmrqﬁau-
. Y passionately. o o vice and Home Care of the Biue Ridee,
Every Friday she commuted 5 3 3 : 3
hours bome md every S Sﬁmmbﬁtwﬂ'ﬂ@ﬁmm

e e o jmmtj Grgfbrth Commamily Ouireach Limzon HH gf the
bailgwmmmmmme Blue Ridge, Chrizting Jenking, Executive Direcior

] ; HH of the Blue Ridge, Kim Cuthbertzon, Direcior
things because I firmby balieve of Commmunity Develogmant
actions speak londer than
words. Shelley's commitment
iz evident and her mtentions
for the residents, staff and
commmmity are pure e
are thankful for Shelley and
excited to szy that she is now
officially a Mitchell County
resident.

As a ream we will confime
to focus oo improving our
Current services in addition to

2019 and the positive changes Lisa Boone, Clinical Operations Qfficer HH af the
1o Come. Biue Ridge, Shellay ITnslay, Adminizirator Brian

We wronld Like to thank Cemtar. Christing Jenkins, Execuiie Director HH
Hospice and Home Care of af the Biue Ridge, Sharley Topper. Uit Marager
the Bhuie Ridze for supporting  Brian Centar
us!

Thank you, hMitchell
County Chamber for helping
us with the event. it truly was
A success!

Hpather Stewer has bean in
Heaithcare for 18 years. She
loves all the things rthat bring
Peaple topathar: She is pas-
Sioniare about the golden riia,
treal otfers as you would fike
to be reated.

It has been said that we can give withowt Lov-
inz. Butwe can't love without giving.

Giving may manifest itself in words of
eratitude and praise; in acts of selfless service to
znother; in giving one’s time; in Fiving presents
that reflect someons’s personality or nterests; or
in simple bags and kiszes.

It"s wonderful to be the giver of such gific and egually so to be the unexpectad
receiver —especially when 2 yeaming in one’s heart is acknowledzed and then
acted upon by one who loves yon

My recent interest in sketching scenery from photos is a2 relaxing pastime that I
pursued fairly repularly. But, not wanting o leave pencils, sketch pad, eraser and
the like om the dining takle, I"d gather everything together and put it away each
mme.

Eventually, v pastime became a thing of the past. Cwut of sight, out of mind.
I imazined how fun it would be to have a simple ezsal set up permanently near a
window. Then in seeing it each day, I'd take a few moments to add to the picture
— ot to plan more concentrated sketching tme.

I like drawing scenss with mees and thowght 3 book thar could tearh me how to
achieve more suthentacity would be kelpfal.

I mentioned this to Ken and he immediately said, “Lat’s go see what we can
find ™

We had fun that evening just looking snd mying to fisore out what wonld be
best forme. I didn®t even know if an eassl was appropriate for whart [ was doing —
ithat’s how uninformed I am i this tvpe of art.

In fact, because of myv uncertainty, I began to back away from iy request. Par-
baps, we shouldn’t veest in these things. After all, it's just a simple hobby.

However, on Chrisomas morning. T opened two special gifis: a beauntiful table
top or lap top oak easzel and a book on how to draw trees. The easel has a place o
hold the picture from which I'm sketching slong with my sketch pad It also has a
drawer to hold nry supplies.

I dombt I would have ever purchased these things for nyself. But my hoshand
acted upon the wondsring and yeaming of my heart. I fielt so specisl receiving
that gifi and knowing be believed in me.

Love expresses itself in many ways. I Connthians 13: § it savs, "Love._.re-
Jodces in the futh. ' Such rejoicing in truth happily celebrates the achisvements
of another — no matter bow small or simple they may be.

With Valenfine's Diay approaching, let’s read I Corinthians 13 in the Bible (the
Lowve Chapter) and examins how we are to love. Salah

FAMILY PORTRAIT

Butterenp feathers annonnce the groweh
af these rew Sandhill Crane arrivals.

Mama and Papa set the example so their baldes
are well nourished and able to grow fp mamnTTy

May onr family poriraits be legactes af biblical love amd mamrify.

“Yon shall teach them diligendy fo your children...in your lonse...
walk by the way.. lie down._ . _rise gp. ™
Deuteronomy &: 7

..ﬁ_ " .ll:: ‘-,h: . J.¥
¥
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Ean and Jan love residing in the mountais gf dvery Cowndye Fizit Jan's new blog

il pauseandconsidermel, Journgying with Jan; and Ken's photos at kenmeroppho-
ragraphy.com.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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The Backyard Creeper
Burke Coungy

This maonth I thought we would dizoass a cresture that
creaps in your backyard at night that most people despise,
hate, and think iz totally sross. They do not like this amimal
solely hased on their looks. Maybe I'm weird but I have
always thonzht they were fascinating and cute especially when
they e babkies. Hopefully after I tell you scome facts about this
animal vou will look past their looks and like them zs well!

This animal s one of the best animals to have in your backyard regardless of
how they look. They protect you by eating around 5,000 deer ticks each season!
Dieer ticks are hanmiful to people becanse they can camy Lyme disease that can
make us very sick and can lead to death if vnmreated! This animal has beady eyes,
50 sharp teeth and white grayish for. Have you gnessed what this despised baf
helpful animal is?

The opossurn! The only marqapial that fives in Morth America. Do yon koo
what 3 marsupial i=7 MMarsupials are animals that raise their young in 2 poach, like
a kangaros. Opossum babies are also called joeys just like baby kangareos. Opos-
smm babies, when bom are the size of 2 honeybee. They live i their mother’s
pouch for 2-3 months, After this, they will roam aroumd in their den buf when they
zo out they will catch a ride on their mother s back for another 1-2 months.

Crpossumis don't only eat ks, they eat venomons snakes that linger in your
yard, and rodents. They clean up spilled bird seed from your bird feeders, eat
over ripe fmit frorn your fruit trees, bemmies, vegetables, snails, and even camion.
Carriom is dead animals
and roadkill Can you ses
how opossums are an im-
portant clean-up animal
that visits our backyard
and roads?

The adult cpossum
grows up to 12 Tbs.,
ahout the size of 3 houss
cat. They are one of the
shortest-lived mam-
mals for their size. Two
fo four years is their
nommal fifespan. Preda-
tors unfortnately inchde [SRSIREEEEINEE B
people and cars, dogs,
cats, owls, and larzer wildlife Thankfully God gave the opossums an invalun-
tary mechanism that is mgpered when the opossums feel stressed or threatened.
They can mot rigger this mechanizom on their own, and do not know when it will
happen This reaction is what we call “playing possun™. Have you ever been
accused of playing possum?® During this state, the opossum quits moving, falls o
the ground, their eyes are left open, noblinking, and theit tongoe hangs out of their
mouth. When this bappens, the opossum secretes A terrible, stinky substance for
their behind By doingz this, their predafors think they have died and will decide to
look for dinner elsewhere, This passed out stafe can last from 1 mun. wp fo § hrs.

Crpossume have very bad eyesight and bearmg, but have an incredible sense of
smiel]l and memory. Their pupils dilate very large at night to kelp them ses better
in the dark. Scientists have discovered that opossume remember where they found
2 tasty meal better than rats, cats, dops, md pigs. They also remember the smal]
of poisomous substances up to & year after eating them.

Another reason opossnms should be welcomed in your yard is they nomally
do not catch rabies. Their body temiperature is too low for the vims fo grow n
their bodies. They are also inumume to all podsonous snekes in their native habitat
except fior the coral spake. Scienmsts are trying to develop antvenom drugs from
the opossum to heal people when they gat bit froo these poisonous snakes.

It is not froe that opossums hang from trees while they sleep. However, thedr
tail is like an exira arm to them. When opossums are young they can hamg from
iree branches with their tail for 2 short time . They can climb rees with their sharp
claws, graspable tails, and pripping thumbs on their hind feet

Urimestely, this misunderstood animal that God made is more than likely not
Zoing to attack vour pets, or carry rabies. They will however keep your vard ndy
by getting rid of dead animals, discarded birdseed, dangerous snakes, rodents and
ticks.

Have you ever seen & person, mayhe at school or church, that is a liftle dif-
ferent” Maybe the other kids think this person is ugly, gross, dumb, or just plain
that you find monsnal. Maybe he or she likes to draw, or listen o opera. Mavbe
they sit by themselves and have no one to falk to. Perhaps yvou are uncomiortabla
around this person or don't know what to say, 50 vou avoid them. Ask God o help
you with this and He will. If you see someone that is being left out for being dif-
ferent go up and be their friend snd pray for themn That is what Jesns did when He
wilked on exrth He meated everyones the same even the despized. hated peopls,
the ones that had dizsesses snd were nugly. He showed them love and compas=sion
and died on the cross for them just like He did you and me.
rod meade this person just like He made vou. Mot everyone is popular, or beawtiful
in our eyes, but everyone is loved and beantiful in God’'s eyes. He made each one
of us different. This world would be boring if we looked the same, acted the same,
liked the same things. Unimately God made each of us nnique and gave each of
s a differsnt job to do. Treat everyone like you wounld want 1o be treated.

Diear Lord, please give us the compassion and desire to reach ouwt and love
everyone that vou have given the zift of life. We are all equal in your eves. Youn
mads each and every one of us unigue and have tasked us with a certain job to

da. It doesn’t meatter if we are not as handsome of cool as other people. We are
still loved and valuable just like the opossum. I pray that others around us wall
seg your love through us. Help us be an example of your unfailing love. In Jesus®
precious name AMEN.
“Yon will never lock in the eyes of someone God does not love.” Anooymous
John 15:12WIV “My command is this: Love each other as I kave hoved you "
Eiblicgrapay
hitp:‘'mentslfioss. com/armicle’ 544002 facis-about-opossums
hitp-'wwwsofischools com'facts/animals/opossmm facts/44/
hitps-/ /s opossum oogfacts him
httpa-/ferww farmersalmana e com/oposnumn-facts-27732
Chrizty Lowran i g Chreistian author and filustrator that [hves in the foothalls of
the Biue Ridege Mountains with her hushand and nwo children. She awjoys writing
and iihcirating books for all ages. Some gf her short stories are published with
Guideposis and HCY. Christy gives all the glory fe God in everyrhing she does. 4
pornon gf every book soid from the Small Bible Characrar Series will be donared
fo baitle human frgfficking. [fvou enjoy her books, "like" her author paze on
Facebook and et har know! Tou can duy her books at ips:Aeww. amazon. coms’
ref=dp_byiine_sr_book_1 Mie=UTFid&feld-author=Christy+Lowman desearc h-ali
ar=books&iext=Chrizty+ Lowmandseri=relavancerank
Tou can reach har af kifpsSwsw facebook com/auther ChristyLovwman or chrz-
Dsseapsidyahoo.cont.

Your
ATV Tire
{ Replacement|
Center

SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5FPM » MON-FRI

warw brenews. com
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Moving Ahead
Compiled by Barbara Harrell
e

Learn the Buviness of Farming
Char 16tk Anrnaal
Buziness of Fanumg
Conferenca is fast ap-
proaching on Fah. 23!
Act quuickly to register
before the early-bird
deadline o Feb. 1. Sev-
eral new workshops will
be offered this vear, in-
chiding “Hosong Events
and Dimmers on Your
Famm"™ and “Thevelop-
g Vonr Fanm Brand ™
along with the return
of popular networking

u:-ppu:nnumtiea snd sessions snch a2z “Commmnmmity Supportad Agriculmre Cppormn-

7 “Fanmn Business Planning.” and “Tproving Sales at Fanoers Markers.”

“‘um thiz year, the confarence will include a farmier’s markes summit and
leadership raiming, lad by ASAP's Mike McCreary. “Fanuers markess in the
mountains face nnigue challenges
and pppornudes,” he says. “Te are
looking forward to bringing togeather
muarkst manggers oo across Westem
Morth Carolma to support and build
successfnl fammers markets

Fagtstar online or over the phone by
czlling ASAP ar B38-236-12382
Wrappinz Up in Burke Couanty

Since 2014, our Growing MMinds
team kas been working with fve
elementary schools in Barke Coumty
Public Schools, with grant support
from Eate B. Bevnolds Charitable
Trst, implementing fann 1o school
acfivities in the classroom, cafetaria,
and comwmemity. The project efficially
wrapped up 2t the and of 2018, but
BLCPS has plans in place o kaep the

The hospice you choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:

local taff

two hospice inpatient units

palliative care in il settings

grief counseling for any adult

i —

Camp h" | “ .

.‘r

-

Hos 1(:6

Carolina L Foothills

.

Herﬂng Polk, Henderson Rutherford; and McDowell in NC and

(Cherokee, Greenville and Spartanburg in SC
(828) 245-0095 NC (864) 457-9100 5C (800) 218-CARE (2273)

DIENEDTm Eoing.

“Taste tests have always beap miy favernte,” says Prosram Coordinator EKim
Exnoppel. "Tkave so much fun sharng smedents” expariences wying sometdung lo-
cal Suoe, apples are nsnally ao easy win bt to witness themn have S and enjoy
datken radizhes, thar purs a smile oo ooy face. Ibould thedr oust with mors fanulizr
items, sach as lecal cucuanbers, before inmroducing the mors 'exofic’ local ems—
znd if works! When T walk o the cafeteria, their bands aagerly shoot up willing
o rv whatever I'm offering "

Creer the past thras vears wa:

» Condnctad 3§ local food cafeteria tasta tests, totaling 14 3135 smudent interac-
Tons.

= Handed our 17,520 stickers apd 14,370 recipe cands.

* Trazined &8 edwcators e farm to school acovites.

= Distmibnted 57,500 n mumd grants to the schools.

Tracy Cotton

ASAD likes to share the storias of people
who help us fulfill our mdssion. Ths month,
we talk with Tracy Cofton, a fanm apd smoall
business acconnt executive for Morrowr Insur-
ance Azency in Marion, 2IC. In addition to
spaaking af the Business of Famung Confer-
ance, Tracy s & dedicated ASAP vohmteer!

O How are yvou imvolved with ASAP and
laical food and fanms?

I began volunteenng with ASAP in 2016, 1
am 3 Farm to Fork Insurance Agent in WINC,
2o [ am connectad to the comanunity by oc-
cupation, bur also by passion I choss o focus
on famus, food mapnizonaing, craft bever-
age, restanrants, and food retailers becanze I
love being part of protecting and connecime.
Perzpnally, I grew up m nuddls Termesses with
farming consins and enjoved many weskends
halping out (or at lesst enjoyed the freedom of
walking their many acres of pasnae).

O You're co-preseanng & workshop on Hosting Evenrs and Dinners o Your
Fann at oux Business of Fanming Conference in Febmary What will you be talk-
ing abous?

T"IL e moderating, w0 mostly I'm there (o keep thinzs flowing and in case there
are questions on risk mapazement. The panel is stellar, and T can’t wait fo bear the
experiences and wisdom of the individnal fanns represenced.

O Can vou share a favorite famm dinner or famm event memory?

I am a HUGE fan of ASAPR's Fann Tour and nyy favorite destinanon is Smoking
s papper farm in Candler. They know bow to put on 2 deliciowns spread including
some of their sances. Flus, their operanon is fascinating

O What have vou leamed 1o the past from smending the Business of Fanuing
Confarence?

This will be my third year anending and speaking. I could be biased but T be-
lieve the content and quality of the workshops is far above the nonn. In ons day,
there are 5o mamy great speakers, petworking, and resouaces, s an inoaedible
bargain—did I mention the food? Mavbe I shouldn’t so there s more left for me.
Juzz kidding!

Vislr asapcoanections.org to ragister for the 2012 Business of Famung Confer-
anca, Feb 23 at the AR Tech Conference Canter m Ashevilla, BT,

www. bronews,. com
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perfacr 2z vou srugzle alon

In December we prined 3 story abour 2 voung Lady that prayed and praved for
ber “perfect” man, Cnly God could orchestrate 3 love story liks this. becase linle
did she know that her young man was praying snd praying for kis “perfact™ woman.
Boch with mary handicaps to overcome God browght them togethar to bacoms man
and wife oo His sight With {rod m the centar of this maniaze they will contimze to
grow sud last for many years 1o colne.

What makes a1l this possible—Oply the Love of God. We caneot even imagine
the lowe Ha has foras. Thes lowve s called Azape Love The Bible is £lled with
gxamples of this love. Iremember a Bible soedy [ did oo Deuteronoamy. Well, I
dida’s think of it as the Love Book. However, that is whar I found as we delved deep
inzo this book—God's love for His people. As the children of Tsraal came o the
end of their joureey Grod talked with Moses about what would happen.  Dloses
would g20to see this land. but becawse be disobeyed be would nor 2o into the land
Denteranoryy 324840 “Go wp thiz monntain of Abarim, Mownt Nebo, wihich & in
tha Lol of Moab, acraz: from Jevicho: view the land of Canaan, which T zive to the
children af Trael ar g possession; and die an the mountan which vou ascend, avd
by parherad o vour peopie, Juct ar daron vour rother digd on Mawmr Hor and waz
garherad fo iz people. ™

Croe of the roest poigeant piotures of God's love 15 fovned when Boses did as the
Lord 2:k him to do in the above scriprares. Listen as this concludes—Deutaronooay
34 Thar Maozes ciimbed Mowst Nebo jfrom the plaivs of Moab fo the fop of Pizgak,
acras: from Jarcho. There the LORD showed him the whole mnd—from Gilend o
Dan, 2 all gf Naphiali, the ferriory of Ephraim and Manasseh, ail the land of Jidah
as fiar as the Mediverranean Sea, 3 the Negaw and the whole region from the Faliq
of Jericho, the City gf Paims, az far ar Zoar: 4 Then the LORD sod fo him, "Thiz iz
tha lavd I proweised on oath o Abreaham, oar and Jacod when T zaid, Twill give
ifte vour descendants. T Bave letf you see it with your aves, but vou will not crozs
oy fmto it
J And Mazes the servant gf the LORD died there i Moab, az the LORD had said
& Ha buried hiwefa) in Moab, in the vailey oppesize Beth Peor It fo this day xo
oreg rvones whers his grane 2. 7 Mozes waz o uimdeed and teeni) years ofd whan
e cled, yer Bis @pes ware not waak, nor Riz soreneth gone. § The Traeittes grieved
Jor Mosas in the plains qf Moak thiry days, unit] the tme g weeping and mowrning
WIS OV
A Now Joshua son qf Nun was filTed with the sporiafd) gfwizdem decause Moze: had
fad Ris hands on him So, e Toragittes listenad to bim and did what the LORD had
commanded Moses.

10 Since then, no prophet has rizen i rael iike Mazes, whom the LORD baew
fhce o face, 11 who did all those signs and wonders the LORD sent him fo do m
Empi—ro Pharaok and o all kis gfficials and to his whole land 12 For no one has
evar thovn the mighty power or porfbrmied the mwezome doeds that Mozes dad m
tha sight g all Erael

Asny timees, [ had read this bas messed this picnare. God was the only oos thera
when Moses died and God bored ki, bt not just this, He cammad hin fom the op
of the monntam o the valley fo bary lim aod no one koows the place.

Crod is concermed for His people and the ultimase pictare is Jesus on the cross.

He loved enough to dis for us so we can Llve,

Barbara Harrell loving mother, srandmorher and srear-grandmoeiher Part owner
Blue Ridee Chriztian News.

What |s The Unpardonable Sin?

| Am Afraid | May Have Committed It
By Eaur Bomar
Avery County

Thare zre a lot of difficult passages i the OT Thas 15 one
of them I hope o shed light oo this passaze as well as others
this year because 2 Tim. 3:16 ells us:

Al Seriprure &= God-breached and 1z wsgfidl for feacking,
relikng, corTECHng and TRINIME N FHERIEONINET,

And 1 Pet. 3:15 savs:

Ahways be prepared fo ghve an auswer fa @vervond who asks yeu fo gne the
raeason for the hope that vou have. Bur do rhiz with gentlengss and respact

Mawy Chrisrans have heard that thers is an unpardonabls zin and live m dread
that sonething grave they have done before or after conversion might be that sin.
I have talked with several people who strugzle with this so let's take a look ap it
Thasze fears are unfomdsd While thera is an wnforgrvable sin, itis not one that a
trie baliaver in Jasus Christ can cormmmis.

The oae sin which God cammor forgive is meptionad in Bark 3:28-20 and Mar-
thew 12:31-32. Jesus had besn performing mdracles, including driving demons
out of people by the power of the Holy Spirat. Instead of recognizing the source of
Jasus' power and accepting Him as God's Son, the relizgious leaders aconsed Him
of being possessed by the devil and droving demoas out o the power of the devil.
Jesus responded by saying, “Tiell you the frach, all the sing and Bazphemias gf
man will be forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spivit will
naver be forgiven; he is guilyy of an exarnal zin.” The key to understanding this is
to Lok at who Jasws was talking to. He was talking to the relizious leaders of the
dav who ware assiznmg the works of the Holy Spint to Satan. 5o, it was a rejac-
tion of the Holv Spirit which deeply offended Jesns.

Thea point for ws 15 that if we heve received Jesns as our Savior and Lord, we
have not blasphemad the Holy Spint; we have accepred His wimess. One smdy
Biblz explains it as follows: “To comact this s one st consciously, persistaai-
Iy, delibarataly, snd malicionshy rapect the testimoany of the Spint to the deiny and
saving porwer of the Lood Jesus. ™ If a person keeps doing that unl death, there i3
oo bope of forgivenass aed etemal life in heaven

Cmce again, the unpardonsble sin is not some parioularly grevous sio com-
muirtad by 8 Chrsdan before or after accepting Christ, nor is i thinking or saying
something tarrible abour the Holy Spirit. Father, ivis deltberately resisting the
Holy Spirit's wimess and invitation to nom to JTesus uotil death apds all opporme-
mify.

Jezus Himself assuras us, “Whoever comer fo me T will never drfve seay ™
(Tobw &37T). Our God o 4 comparsionare and merciful God He dezires that no
ong should e fazt, but that all should come fo salvaron through repeniance and
personai faith in Jerus as Sevior and Lord (2 Peter 320, Acts 2:21).

S0 “let not your hearts be ooublad!™

Selah (think about i)

Foot Bomear is pasior af Walut Grove Chirch,

Bur when Jesus saw fiff, ke was much displeased, and said wnre them, Suyfler
the limle children o come urte me, and forbid them not; for af mch is the
Ermgdem of God. Alark 10:14

Sudoku

Sofuiion on page 4

8
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Fix Your Eyes.
By Chelsea Blevins
Tancey Cowmty

Grod spoke these few words o me as I wrestled with
orvself. My frostrations, confusions, and mishaps.

The sun was setting and scattered throughout. The
pasmres were colors of orange sherbet. Biz tears hepan
finoding v eyes as I sat in the presencs of nry Father,
the stillaess of oy Father,

In the stllness of His presence, I felt my world came to 2 sudden halt. The
wiorld that I 5o ofien see throngh the lens of my own troubles, frustrations, and
confusions. I pulled my car to the side of the road and fzht there, God began to
work oo me and my vision that offen seems so blomed.

And as I began to reflect on 2018, I saw a year filled with God's presence. In
both the difficnlt and joyous davs. Some of myy wildest dreams have come e
thiz year. I have overcome many hardships, explored new talents and places, and
found myyzelf all owver again a lifile day by day.

But yon want to know what is crazy?

There are times when T don't fieal those areas of prowth in mvy life. I don't feel
that pond things are coming or that I am clothed in strengrh and arrmor that s ev-
erlasting and balletproof. There are times when oy vision of what God is doing in
oy life is blarry and I am Devid with ooy wery own Goliath. A giant personalized
o oy doubts, fears, and imbelief toaers 3 shadow over me.

Aaybe your viston of life is bhary from time o time to0? Your anmor of prayer,
praise, and worship don't feel so bulletprood.

But, as I sat beside the road in oy car, the sun painting a sherbet sky, and & new
year ahead God spoke to me thess few words:

Draughter, FIX YOUR EYES.

Fix your eyes, don't you see how far I have camied you this year?

Dion't you ses the heart restored?

Droa't you ses @ year ago, you were the lost sheep? You were so lost, yon
couldn't remember who I had made you to be. Yoo were so broken but wouldn't
allow me to heal you, your very own Father Instead, you looked to everyone else.
Bt still, I risked everything to find you, oy danzhter

I found you in the dark, confused, frustrated, and lost. I put you on oy shoual-
ders snd camied you back bome o me and I rejoiced with thanksgiving and glad-
ness becanse I had found you, my lost sheep.

Yall, when (rod bepan fo speak these words to me my heart hit the Hoor becanse
itf's e, he rescued me.

Looking back a vear from this point, I was so lost. To be bonest, my vision is
still blurry from time to tmes. Doobe, fear, and womy cloud oy way mawy fmes
and the giant is there agaim with his cloud of darkness ower me.

This year has been 3 season of growth, silence, stllness, and waiting. Af times I
have been frustrated and impatient in this sesson of watting

But, it is 5o true, this year, my Father rescued me My God rescued me.

He put me on His shonlders, and He carmied me.

N really, He cammied me,

He became my sirength in times of weaknpess. He became ooy true joy in times
of sadness. He became my calm in the stonm, He became my legs when I conldn't
walk. He became the light when I lost noy way. He became my shepherd when my
vision was too blurmy to see clearly the path shead of mea.

He troly rescued mea.

Hes fixed my eyes.

Hs fixed mvy eyes on Him.

Where [ was lost, I now walk home rejoicing with gladness and thanksgiving
alongside ooy Father and boy, I can't wait o be home with Him

Along the joumey beside Him this year I see that alihough it's been a dry season
of waiting at times. i’ 5 also been 3 year of walking, talking. healing and rejpicing
alonpzide my Father,

We have been through a bot this year, over hills and mto valleys, stomry days
and sunny days, oy Father and T

Through this joumey home with Him I, the rescued lost sheep, have learned
one of the most mmportant things I could ever leam and that is this:

o FOX MY EYES ON MY FATHER.

Ify vistom is ouch more clear throngh my Fathers lens.

Wy thoughts are mnch more clear with my Father on oy mind.

My lamgh numbles deeper and miy smile grows bigger with the joy of oy Father

And nothing not Goliath or any other giant, can make me oM Wy eyes away
from Him now that T have fakt Him so srongly.

This year has besn 3 season of prospering. srowing, restoring. and healing It's
been a journey over mountaing snd throngh valleys. T have had stomay nights and
days filled with sunshine At times it hasn't mads semss.

Bt my Father has been with me every step of the way and it will all make
semvse when I make it hoone.

Yon see, He rescued me. He picked me up and camied me oo His shonlders and
I fized my eyes upon Him.

And I continue to fix my eves npon Him and rejoice with Him, my Father, on
oy journey bome with Him.

This year, 2019, I will see the sun shining in pastares as I pass by, I will feel the
warmth of His presence in ooy beart. I will fesl His rain as drops of grace and His
still breath breathe over me as He always has.

Ag that mpment T will look to Hon, my Father by niy side, and I will remember
how He rescued me and fived my eyes on Him.

And one day, perhaps one day soon, Twill have all of Him  and all these yaars
will make sense when our journey is over 2 He welcomes me home to be with
Him forever.

But, untl then, I will fix my eyes upon Him, my Father, onv Fedeemer, my
TBSCIET.

Chelsea Blevins Iives in Burnsville, attended Mmovam Heritage High School and
Sowrh College.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

PAPPY'S

GUNSMITHING & BACKWOODS LIVIV

* NEW LOCATION *

Disabled Veteran S35

= Full Service Gunsmithing
* Dutch ovens

= Survival foods & more

* Essential oils

* Qutdoor cooking systems

} 330-5250 » papm

L

R o . | A Ly
a baclweeds-Tivin. com

scott W. Murphy, D.M.D., P.A

We Love To See You Smile!

Alweays Accepting New Fatients - Insurance Filed For You

Monday - Thursday 8-5
Friday 8-2

T o[ S

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 2B655
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Not Like the World

By Pastor Shawn Thomas
Burke Coumny

“You shall not do what iz dome in the land gff Egnot where
yor [fved, nor arg you fo do wihat is done in the land gf
Canaan where I am bringing you; shall rot walk i thair
sigfmurtes ' (Levidous 18:3)

This is 50 applicable to Christians today. People are
always saying things like: “we need to be like the world;
we nead to entertain like the world, be businesslike like the
world;” and so on. Baf God says B0 ““You shall NOT do whar is done in the
land ...". He says His goal for His people 1s WOT o be like the world! They are
io follow HIS word instead He says m -4, “Tow are fo perform MT judements and
koeep MT statutes, to Iive in accord with them; Tam THWH your God ™

Sadly, too many in the church are doing the opposite, using the world's stan-
dards = their mnde] and pride . for worship, for bosiness, finances, relatonships,
munisiry, morals, etc. But this is a trazic mistske God says we are HOT to be like
them “ou shall WOT do what is done™ by them!

Lest we think this is an “0kd Testament™ concept only, Jesus echoed this same
warning in the New Testament. In KMatthew 20, He told His disciples: “Tou Eow
that the rulers qf the Gentilas lord it over tham, and their greal men exercise
authority over tham. It is not fhis way among you, bui whoswer withes fo become
Ereat among you shall be your servant ...~ Tost like His Father in Leviticus, Jesus
points His disciples to “the way of the world” and then says: “it is WOT this way
EmMOnE you.”

Again Jesns is declaring that His followers are to be different. They are not
o do things the way the rest of the world does. The question for those of us who
consider purselves to be His followers is: ARE we indeed different? Cr are we just

“doing what i= done™ in the land around ws?

Shawn Thomas s Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Eidee Baprist Church in Morgamion.
Hiz messages and devettonals ane avaiiable af www.shawnethomas_ com

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

Thrift Store
Furniture Drive

Clear Clutter
Change Lives

For more Information Contact Ginger Robinson at:
(828)-688-6400

Hears Pllalig g & L AP

si':f": " '

{ O Buck Stove is passionate about building quality products here in the

Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,

we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove.

Buck Stove would like to invite you to stop’by our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are heaﬁngyaurhame Or sprucing up your patio, we are sure
to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has

weaﬂmprmtpnljmmmnumre customizable fire pits, and our E—“‘F 1"
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and i

styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g
work. Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777

wwwh. buckstove.com
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Blllyﬁruham‘ﬁﬁnnwm on Abortion

continued from page 33

A-Yon've probably heard the old saying that “Twoe wrongs don't make a right™—
and it's true, especially in this czse. What you did by having sexnal relstions
cutside of marriage was wrong in God's eyes—but allowing the hittle child that is
growing inside vour gitifrend’s womb o be killed would also be very wrong in
God's eyes.

In other words, don't ask God o bless sponething thar is wronz—mwhich is what
vou'd be doing if you prayed for Him to change your girlfriend’s mand about an
ahortion Dhoes this mean you shouldn’t pray? Mo, not at all—but the prayer you
need to offer is torofold. First, vou need to affer a prayer of confsssion, acking Je-
sus Christ fo cleansa yon of your sins. Then youn need to affer 8 prayer of submis-
sign, tarming your life over to Christ and asking Him to gnide you and help you do

I hope you won't think ['m karsh or juodemental; that isn't my mtention at all.
But you are standing at 3 major coossroads in your life—and I pray you won't take
the wrong road. God loves you, and your greatest need is to disconer this great
truath. Tesus said, “T have fold you this so thad sy foy may de in you and that your
Joy may be complare ™ (Tobn 1511}

You have some hard decisions ahead—but 1sn't 1t better to face them wath God
than withont Him? Dion’t be pressured into doing something wrong or nowise,
bt azk God to belp you find the rght path for yoor child—thronzh adoption, for
exampls.

Qr Orur teename daaghter is pragnant. What advice should we give her?

A-Almest every week I receive at least one letter from someone facing this prob-
bern, and my heart goes out to you during this difficnlt tme. Perhaps vour daugh-
ter’s sad expertence will make someone who is tempted to take the ssme path she
took o stop and reconsider.

By praver is that vou and your dsughter will not end the life of the Imtle child
who iz growing within ber. Yes, abortion soumds like an easy way oui—but all hu-
man lifs is sacred, and should never be taken withowt just cause. Yes, it was wrong
for your danghter to have sexnal relations outside the commitment of mamiage—
bt tovo wrongs don’t make 3 right, and it wonld be wrong for ber to end the Life
of this lirtls child.

May you and your danghter carefully and prayerfully consider your altema-
tves. Every year, handreds of thousands of childless couples yeam to adopt a
bakby, and I urge vou and vour danzhter fo consider this opton. She then couald
have the satnsfaction of kpewing her baby will grow up in 2 loving, caring home.

Above all, may yvon and your daughter o to Christ, and find in Him the for-
giveness and peace He alone can give. God loves your daughier, and He wants to
belp put her feet om a different path in life. The Hible's promise is troe: In Christ
“we have redempiton, the forgiveness of sing ™ (Colossians 1:14).

I zot an shortion. T can’t forgive myself and T know God won't forgive me

A: Many people may agree with yvour friend=—but I'm thankfol you know
otherwize, for ending the life of the little child who was srowmg in yow wasn't
right im God™s eves. God's words to Jeremiah apply to every lmman being, bom or
unbom: “Bgfore I formed vou in the wommb I ksew you ™ (Teremiah 1:5).

But you are wroag when you say God can never forgive you! King Diavid in
the (d Testament was a great and good man in many ways—boat later in life be
sizayved from God. He committed adultery with another man®s wife, and then to
cover up bis sin be amanged for that man to be killed in battle (see I Sammel 11).
Agdultery .. bying _.. murder ... How could God ever forgmve him?

And yet God did forgive him! David honestly faced his sin, repented of it and
spught God's forgiveness: “Azainst you you only, have I smmed and done what
is evil i your sighi™ (Psalm 51-4). And when he did this, God forgave him and
clpanzed him of his 5in David counld then truby say, "Blessed i he whoze frans-
grestions are forgivan, whose sing are covered ™ (Psalm 32:1)

This can be your experience as well. God loves you, and Christ died to tike
FWay eVery sin vou ever committed—everyone. Dion’t let your emobons or Smy-
thing elze keep vou from Christ. Ask Him fo come into your life today, becanse in
Him “we have redemption the forgiveness of sins™ (Colossians 1:14).

ion can have forgiveness throngh Jesus Christ today.

God cares about all lives, inchnding yours, Find peace with Him today.

@%@MWW@H,W
Buck Stove from Mlowntain Tine on Wlain
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105 West Main St. Burnsville, NC
828-398-5943
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zan's Mational Security Advisor, a twenty-vear veteran of fhe Marme Corps, and the
architect of the Iran-Contrs plan. When his plan failed RBicFarlane resizmed bis posi-

I besrd him speak several years ago af the Mational Prayer Breakfast. He described
the ncredible power be had achieved the ladder to success he had climbed Bt then
Bud McFarlane told us with tears in his eyes that it was nothing. He got to the top, and
there was nothing there.

Cmly after be fell off tat ladder did he discover that it was leaning against the
wrongs wall—that lifie really consists of loving God and loving people. Nothing else.

“The whole of Inmanity needs you™

Ome prediction for 2019 I can msks with certzinty is that, as Jesus nofed. “in the
wiorld vou will heve trbabrton™ (Jobn 16:33). But every time adversity finds us, we
CED View it 35 5m oppormity o evaluate ourselves spiritaally. impact others with our

And we can know that God will use us in spite of—and ofien because of—oar chal-

lengzes and faihmes. d -

If you wonder across the connng year if vour flawed life can make a difference, 2 -3 A8

If each note of onisic were fo say: one note does not make a symphoy, there
B (Cranberry House

If each word were to s3y; one word does not make a book, there would be no book. 3

If each brick were to s3y; one brick does not make a wall, there would be no house,

00 OCEAD.

If earh seed were to say: one pram doss not make 3 field of com, there would be no

harzest.

If each one of us were to say: one act of love cannot ssve mankind, there would ? FOR YOU o Your Partner on The Journey
mb&_msﬂce:ﬂpea_cemmﬂl. i m -2 i e

The whole of hnmanity needs you as and where you are. Hiﬂd ; Wl‘!.ml'l'l“ﬂil'

sgecializing in Alzheimer's disease

Jim Demizon Ph.D speaks and writes on culivral and contemporary Sswes. His Lo S and related dementia, we are dedicated
daily colummn is diztribured to more than 113,000 subscribers in 208 cowntries. H"‘w fo helping owr residenis achieve their
Soe more on the webzife www.denisorforum.org.  Copyrighted and privted by “hest life." By focusing on each person
permizsion from Denison Forum. @s an individual, we sirive to interact

and engage with every resident in a
meaningfil way, every day.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST SR iR
CHURCH tour! : E::::m

Welcomes You to E O E omrmonn

Thursday’s at 7:00pm |

6215 North US Hwy 19E

Hope & Help from Newland, NC 8657
ofi ; 828) 733-35558
AL Tkl"ﬂﬂg’! Chorust Affini éLfﬂn?gGaup.mnnMircth

Fl:ve -l Bl B-aamins
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Grass Fed Beef For Sale
USDA Inspected
Shrink Wrapped & Labeled
No Added Hormones
No Antibiotics
Locally Grown
1/4 - 1/2 & Whole

=

HarrellhillFarms@aol.com

828-467-0280

WWw.narre inrarms.com
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PruittHealth Home Health
woluld like to take the
opportunity to serve you

'-i- Pru itt in your time of need! We

strive to provide the best

quality services for your
home health needs.

Avery County:

(828) 733-1550 Our services include:

_ * skilled nursing
Mitchell County: + physical, occupational
(828) 688-3421 and speech therapies
« medical social work

Yancey County: * home health aides

828) 682-7825
(320) We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding

ounties.
Pruitthealth.com ¢ »
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