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Be Sill and Know
That | Am God

By Joyce Peterson Boone

As each day passes, I find [ simply muost make
more Hme to obey this conpunandment from God.
Tome, He is saying that if I am o know Him, I
st fithe my time n such 3 way that there are still,
guiet moments in which no one is allowed but ooy
God and ma

Dharing these private appointments_ T stand 2= a
lone babe before His mighty loving presence and I
find out anew just who [ really am As thers is no
naise, pretense, interrupdions, or distractions allowed to interfere with our fellow-
ship, He permits me to look &t ory tmoe self (which is often times buried deeply
under layers of homied moments, lost tempers, an overload of responsibilities,
unbalanced priorties, comvictions which belong to forty-three other people, and
many other norests which face most numans living today”s race for survival )

Bowr I ask myself, “Is survival at this copst really worth it? Is this a race in
which I want to take part? Well if you are already one who knows the nchness
of these still guist times with God, you know the answer.

For one thing, being sl alloars us to see the greamess of God in swing ones as
small a5 we bumans to bring His mighty plans into reality. Ouoly when we shed
all pretenses will He use us to the maximon. Oniet times mfrodece as o oar
real selves. Only when we know who we really are can we begin asking God to
completaly clean up cur lives and to fill us with a tmth and purity we can claim as
our own from Him!

Baing still before our God makes self-examination possible before diseases
such as jealousy and greed take bold m our bectc lives. Left umbouched, these
imips take root and choke out the very joys our Lord intends for His children, our
Savior said that He came that we might have 8 more abundant life. I have found
that this rich abundant life iz manifested most of all through stll quiset times with
nay (Fod!

When I do enter imto this stll state, I can a last see my life in a more objective
way. [ zee a too busy mother, 3 too tired wife, fovelous concermns filling precious
mements, undesirable attitndes crowding ooy mind and beart, and most impor-
tanily, I see myself as a member of the laman race, a sinmer saved by grace and
His blood, an imperfect mortal who is loved by an Almighty God!

Another benefit of being =tll in god’s presence is being shown what is really
imporiant in this present life. Too ofien we forget we will be here only a very
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short while. Chaet times bring ns face to face with the reality of our swift passing
from what we now know, into what we choose o believe by faith. Afier making
our oy mark wpon this our place in ime, we shall all spend an onending etermity
spmewhers. Whers he spends it is each man®s choice. A stll quiet time with God
enables us to ponder over this idea and to make serious decisions relamve to oar
priorities i life.

We have read that old bottles canmot be filed with near wine. To me this savs
that I canmot expect God's richest blessing of the
Holy Spirit to fill me untl [ am clesnsed from the
inside ouat. I must know what is in my inner-roost
secret self I mmst realize what is in my own life
which is conirary to God's laws. 1 must see myself
a5 God sees me. | muost examine my thonght pat-
terms snd my words and squarely face the reality of
what shape my owm private life is in at the present.

Now, you Enow we homans jost can®t do this
salf-examination while we're racing around to
all our projects, committes mestines and varons
ohlizations. but we say, “Thing: won't get done if
we don’t keep up our bectic pace!™ However, I'm
asking myself “Area’t we putting the cart before
the horsa™ Shonldn’t our first efforts be directad
toward knowing what and who we really ate in
Eod’s sizght? Are many of my well-meaning activi-
ties mshed throngh in an effort fo keep from knowing who and what [ really am
in God's sight? Tho I mash about only fo avotd personal responsibilicy, such as
aging relatives. 8 problem child a demanding mate. 3 puilty conscience, a faithfol
prayer and Bible study schedule? Am [ afrsid of what I will have to deal with If
I zm s@ll ¥

As God's child, T have had to “put on the brakes™ in mvy life and say, “Whoa-
a8, slovyr doown, buck up 3 litle. ™ We st be sure we are maveling at the correct
speed and for the proper reason!

Lately I kave been using more of life for stll guiet times with my precions Lord.
He is teaching me much  He tells me that He never mshed when He was on earth.
Instead, He ministered quiethy, slowly, lovingly, as He went through cne day at 2
me.

As T look back over my Life, I ses that the sweetest times, the tmes of wisdon,
leaming and lowve, came when I obeyed His commandment to: “BE STILL, and
Enow that I am (rod. " Psalm $6:10.

Jovee Boone ifves i Spruce Pine, works af Mayland Community Collepe, and she

iz married fo Henry Boone They attend Bear Creek Baprizi Church. Joyce iz an
TWESONNG PROVET WIrrior
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Mine Creek Baptist Church

The Government and the Christian

By Preacher Chrizs Rathbone
Afifchell County

The poliical meanderings of our government are front
and cenfer it seems in our naton Mews networks, which
I chose to mot watch omich, are obsessed with all thar is
zoing on. The news channels have become, for the most
part, tonls for political inflnence for one party or the other.
Crur society has moved past the days of reporting the nears
o twisting or distorting it to fry and influence its watchers
o one side or the other. Persomally, I just try to watch the highlights to keep up
with the basic stornes. [ choose not to watch all the personal commentary and talk
shows that seem fo Care more abont rying to persuade people fo Come over to
their side than acmally reporting the truth. Honestly, sometmes it’s like watching
a movie that was produced using a tabloid paper as the scrpt! Lately, stores will
come out as “bresking news" and are reported one way and then a few days Laver
it turms ot thar the way it was "reported” was way different than what actually
happened. Sadly, a lot of Christian people have been pegatively infinenced by this
modem method of media. MMany are finding their source of truth and convicton
from their political party instead of from the Scripiures. Go ahead and prepare
yoursalves becsse this anticle is going to mffle some political feathers,

What does the Bible say abont the soverroment's role in the world? Are we a-
Christians simply to ignore what govermment leaders do? Dio we just say and do
nothing when it comes to the government's influence in our conummities and our
nxtion? What do we as Christians do when the govermment begins to lean towards
sin and shame? Do we just accept comuption from our leaders and never cry ont
for accoumtsbility from those in power over nsT Are we not allowed to hawve a
voice when it comes to protecting the most innocent among ns” When perversion
is on parade are we to keep silent for fear thar someone will sav we are getting too
political? Do we have a Christian life that never infinences our political persna-
sions? The questions are never ending in this area. Thers is 8 portion of scripture
that I believe helps us to nnderstand how the govermment and the Christian are to
relate to one another:

“Foomans 13:1-7 Let every oul be sulject unto the higher powears (Zovern-
mgnt). For there s no power I qf God: e powers that be arne ordained qf God.
Whosoever thergfone resizieth the power, resizteth the ordimamice qf God (Fovern-
mignt iz a God erdaned frsiituiion); and they that nesizt shall recaive to them-
sehes daomnation (udgment ar consequances from that govermment)h. ™
"For rulers are not a tarror o good works (those whe conduet themsahves
righteousiy) buf fo evil. TPl thou then rot be gffaid of the power (Decause 17
war insiured by God)? Do thar which &z poed, and thou shailt have praize of the
same: for ke is a minizter of tod fo thee for sood. But [ thou do that which is
evil, be gitaid; for he beareth not the nword (g fustice) in vain; for he iz @ minis-
fer of God, o revenger fo execute wrath upon him that doeth evil (pumizher of the
wrongdoer). Whargfore ve must needs be subject, mor only for wrarh, but almo for
conscience sake ™
"For this cause pay ye iribute also. for they are God's ministers, atfending confin-
ually ppon this very thing. Render thergfore fo all their dues: oibute (taxes, ouch!)
for whom trilite i3 due,; custom fo whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to
wham konour © Parenthesis sre mime of course.

Here are some Biblical truths that need to be highlighted for both—the Chris-
fian and the govemment:

1. Government is a God-ordained mstinben. Vs, 1-2

Grod has ordained the government. Like it or not, it is given by God for the ben-
efit of man_ For sure man has messed up God's intent bt still the truth remaing
that powvernment is Grod's idea. The power that government has comes from Him
not from man or his political persnssions.

2. Government is to promote that which is goed and punish that which is evil. Vs,
34

The purpose of govermment is the protection of goodness and the punishment of
evil God is good and therefore would mever promeote sin or evil The person who
has the responsibility of serving in government posidons will give accoumnt to a
Holy God in kow they miled. Those in government positions must realize that the
main respoasibility of government is to promote and protect goodoess and execute
udzment oo evil. Man's sin and cormpion has minted this instimtion for sure. In-
ustice and wickedness abound in our govermment Man has come 1o believe that
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he is the crestor of government and not the Creator. This is why our government
is umahle to function properly. Our milers have abandoned the purpose that God
has given, and the result is what we are wimessing today. Mamy in our society are
abusing the power of govermment to promote wickedness, Tustice for the evildoer
is meglected because man does not understand the purpose of government ac-
cording to Sciphoe. Again government is to promote and profect goodness and
punish that which is wicked or evil. Mot the other way aroumd.

3. Chrisfians are fo be subject fo government Vs 1, 5-7

When a gmerumeutu.fumumn:ﬂlem God imtended, Christians are to

subject or subrmit g

themsslves to this
sovernment If we
balieve that God
has ordained gow-
emment according
o this scriphare,
then it is onr duaty
1o be subject to
that Fovemmeant,
Good goverument
is mot a terror to
good people, only
o the wicked Even
Eiving tribute or
custom, which is taxes, iz commandsd. Ooch, T know that burts, bt it is scrip-
tara. But it also =xys to pive fear and honor This mesns to respect authority and
laws that are put in place for our good and evil's punishment. Mow the question
ithat mamy will ask is this, "Are we as Christians to submit to 2 government even
if it is telling me to do wronz™ My answer is "Absohrtaly not!™ The institution
of govermment is ordained by God but not everyone in that mstitition is making
decisions based on God's word. Obwviously the beart of 2 wicked person is comupt
and if they serve in 4 government positon mare than likely they will not promote
socdness. He or she will promote wickedness. The Bible states: “Taaching us
rhat, darying umgodiingss and worldly lusts, we should [ve soberly, righteeusly,
e godiy, in thus present world. Tines 2012, Jobm teaches us: Beloved, follow not
that which iz evil, bur that which & pood. He that doeth good 15 of God- but ke
that doeth evil hath nof zeen God. 3 Jobm 1:11." We as God's church are never to
participate in wickedness, even if govermment sanctions it. For when government
sanciions wickedness and evil it has left God's ordained purpose. When Pharach
ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill babies, they feared God more and refused.
When a s was passed so Dangel could not pray as be wished, be prayed amy-
way. When Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were ordered o worship an idol,
they refiised, even when threatened with death. The disciples and zpostles were
ordered on mumerous oocasions to stop preaching the Gospel of Christ, but guess
what, here we are some 2000 years later still preaching the Gospel of Christ!
There is never a e when God who is holy would ask His people o promote sin
and wickedness nor ask us to neglect doing thar which is good and righe.

What do we do? Pray for our leaders. Pray that (God wounld raise np nghtecas

leaders for our nation and connmmities. Spesk ount to our leaders. We nnst not
b= timid when it comes to reminding our leaders of the purpose of government
of their responsibility as a leader in govermment. We nmst work both in our local
Communities and our nation as a whole to promote the nghtecusmess that God,
who is holy, will bless. “Righteousness exalteth a nation; but zin &= a reproach fo
any peaple. Proverks 14:34. When the righteous are in autharity, the people re-
Jodca: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. Proverbs 282" When
those in suthority promote imgedliness it is the responsibility of God's people 1o
proclaim nghteousmess. We cannot stand by and be silent when we are to be light
in this world. Mo, ooy bope is not in governument, politics, or politicians. My hope
and trust is and abarays will be in Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God. His
word is my guide and T balieve it to be the best way to strive to live in this world.
The Word of God will stand forever and is written for the benefit and blessing of
mankind. We reject it at our own peril God help us to stand for Him in this lost
and dying world. God belp us to be a light in the darkmness. God halp s to pray
for, preach to, and promote Godliness in our governmeant. For in doing so, we all
will benefit from God's blessings.

Preacher Chriz Rathbong semves ar Pasfor ar Mine Creek Bapiist Clunch.
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Casual Dress
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2360 Swiss Pine Lake Dr.
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
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Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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From Sorrow to Celebration

Dia you know the defimition of sibilance? MMany famous
suthors, musicians. and poets nse this literary device to create
feelings and draw in readers and listeners.

The website, waw litcharts com, defines this hterary device:
“Sibilance is a figure of speech in which a hissing soumd is
created within a group of words throngh the repetition of "s”
sonnds.

An examiple of sibilance is. “Sadly, Sam sold seven serpents to Sally and Cyms
in San Francisco.™

The site alzo explains why authors like Shakespeare, Fohn Dionme, Milton, and
even modern sonmwriters like Bob Diylan use this method The following list helps
explaim why they uze sibilance.
= It cam make the words in phrases more memorable because they share soumds In
COMMMan.
= Sibilance increases the somic or "nmsical™ quality of words. It also encoumages
the reader to spend more time locking at, soundimg out, and thinking about those
words.
= Becanse it encourages readers to pay more sttention to langnage, sibilance can
hawe the effect of slowing down the reading process, and strengthening reading-
comprehension as a result.
= It encourages repested reading. Sibilance zids m memorizaton and recitaton.
= Sibilance can imitate, or do the thing that is being described, rather than simply
falking abont it."

Schlegsl Chris. "Sibilance " LitCharts LI.C. Bay 5. 2017. Femieved Febmary
23, 2019 hetps:/farorw litcharts. comyIiterary-devices-and-termes/sibilance.

Grod has desizned lansmage to reflect his unparalleled brilliance and infinite
genmins. Even the way we use lefiers to bring understanding and enjoyment to the
reader and listener reflects his desizn

Like using sibilance in writing, God nses our praises to bim o bring sbowt
change mas. As sibilance produces an effect, s0 o praises to God result in
astonnding and joyful changes in us. When we begin our relationship with im in
salvation, we receive the rights and privileges of praise. What does praise change
inus? The following shortlist reveals a few of praise’s glorions effects:
= When Sarah  Abraham’s wife, irnored God’s covenant with Abraharm and gave
her maid to her husband to have a child, the LORT sall allowed her to have her
own baby, at 3 miracnlous age of 90 vears old.

Even though we ars stopped by the brick walls of our own sin, God looks
beyond the cracks of our faihares and contimaes with his plan for ns. Like Sarah

the eternal light of faith comes shinimg throngh those fissures. Then, we too, like
Sarsh. can lsugh as we praise him for his faithfnlness to ns.
Genesis 21:5 dnd Sarah said, God hath made me fo laugh, so that all that hear
will laugh with me.

= When we feel lonely, isolated, or rejected, the DORD is near o us when we
praise him

Pzalm 22:3 Bur thow art holy, O thou that inhabitast the praizes of Iraal

= When we feel imprisomed by the world's notions or shackled by Life’s woublas
praizing (rod will bresk the binds that keep ns from enjoying life Like the
disciples in the following verse, praising (God can change your emotens from
despair to delight. Your shackles will fall off. When you are in the pit of life, and
the gloomy foz of faihre sumoumds yoo, praise him.

Acts 16225 And at midmight Pawl and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:
and the prizoners heand thew

= According to Forbes, Americans spent 445 billion dollars on skincape products in
2017. But the greatest beauty enhancer is fres. The simple act of praise beantifies
us with a plow from within that surpasses any product discovered by the indastry.
Praise is one of the prestest beanty enhancers of all the ages!

Pzalm 33:3 Rgjoice in the LORD, O ya righteons: for praise iz comely for the
upright

= When we realize that we are accepied by the Eing of the Ages, becanse of his
beloved Son, Tesns, we can exilt in our rescne. Acknowledzing God’s redemiption
brings a reflex acticn of praise.

Ephesians 1:6 To the praize of the glory gf kis grace. wharein he hath made us
accepted in the heloved.

= When we realize that our enemies are beneath us, and that God is in control, our
praise becomes 8 Commitment.

Bzalm 27:6 dnd now shall mine head be ljfted up above mine enemics round about
m: thergfore, will I offer in his tabernacle racrifices af jay: Twall zing, yea, T will
sing praires wnte the LORD.

Sinming happy songs replaces the receptors that sress destroys. God knows
what we need to enjoy kim Like the literary device of sibilance that offers a
happy mmsical sense to 3 poem of prose, praising God brings the melody of joy
that lifts our souls out of the gloom and peints others to the God who draws them
Teremigh 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unio me, saung, Fea, I have loved
thea with an evariasing love: thengfore, with Jovinglzndnes:s have I drown thee.
mﬁ;bl:mk up vour harp; Lift vour voice, and sing with sibilant praise fo the

Mariens Houk is a regular contrilndor fo Bine Ridee Chrizifan News. Her passion
i fo delve deaply into the truths gf Bibie women and to discuss those in Bible

Srudies called Backsrage Pass to Bible Women. She and her hushand dizcover joy,
muriure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlemehonkimbellsouth. nat

ql p
lranks @/ﬂmf
Hospice and Home Care of the Blue Ridge would like to express a heartfelt thank you to all of the
wonderful people in our community who made Valentines Day very special for our patients. Thanks
to your generosity over four hundred and fifty carnations, ferns and handmade Valentines were
delivered to each of our patients. We are very blessed to be part of such an amazing community. We
would like to thank the following people for making this very worthy project possible.
Stephanie Medford of Spruce Pine Florist
Randy Bonner of Western Carolina
Deyton Elementary
Montessori School
Tri-County Christian
Harris Middle School
First Baptist Church of Spruce Pine
We would like to extend a very special thank you to our Hospice Volunteer, Jacqueline Hinshaw
For realizing just how much a project like this would mean to our patients and for
working so hard to make it happen. .
s &7
TN lopire and Homme Lare 4 i
i'lh:-lHu:-ItHr.Inn
Ly e
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Consistent with the Gospel

By Dan Gurollo
Burke County

Early in the history of the charch, believers were
comumitted o the spread of the Gospel. Evangelism was
never regarded as something m which onty church lead-
ers or 2 handful of individuals were to enzage; rather, they
determined s individuals to share the pood news of what
God had dons in their own lifs. Their personal testimony
and love for God compelled them to share the Gospel, regardless of the cost. For
some, the sacrifice was their life.

One sach mdividoal was 2 man named Polycarp, a pastor in the city of Smyvma.
He found himself standing before the proconsnl who demanded that he recant his
faith in Christ. He responded, “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He
never did me aoy injury; how then can I blaspheme my Eing and ooy Savior?™
The thrests escalated to the point he was threatened with wild beasts, but he
remained undsuned. They then threstened him with fire o which be answerad-
“Thou threstenest me with fire which bormeth for an bour, and affter a little is
extinguiched. tut art ignorant of the fire of the coming jnd=ment and of etermal
punizhment ™ With that, he was sentenced to burn at the stake. But the firs would
mtbmnhmﬂlﬂnfmqp&ltm,lﬁﬂypﬂmﬂhmuﬂh:dﬂggﬂ Hemplma'l
but becanse his death was
“altogether consistent with the
Gospel of Christ.™

His passion for Christ com-
pelled im o remain cours-
geons in the midst of persecn-
ton. Even in the presence of
the threats of pam and tonmre,
he remined true and faithinl
Exven in his death his life was
regarded 3= comsistent with the |
message he proclaimed.

What about you? To date,
we have not been asked to die for Him, bat we have besn asked to live for Him.
When people observe your life, do they see a life consistent with the messaze yon
proclam? O is it filled with Inconsistencies?

Pastor Dan Qurolle i1 pasior Morganton Bapiizt Church. Check ur our on our
wabsite www margantonlaprizt mer or find ws on Facebook and YouThbe.

A

Folpounrp Hural,

Farkway Playhouse Announces Endowment
Fund And Planned Giving Program

By Hunter Taylor, Educarion Coordinator
Tamcay Conngy

Parkway Playhouse is pleased fo share with the com-
ity that through the wonderfol generosity of Warren
and Larissa Bare wa have established an endoamient find.
This represents 8 conmitment to the lone-term groath of
Parkway Flaybouse Confribufions to the endowment fund can be made via our
website or by contacting Executive Director, Jeff Bachar at jbachangparkway-
playhouse com As Parkway Playhouse expands our educational oppormnities and
ocutreach in the commumnity through zrants, donstions and other sources of revenus
the endowmrent fumd will be zrown thoughtfully and deliberately over many years.

In addition, as part of our pew planned giving program we Can now accept
donsrions of stock. We'd be happy to talk with vou about planned giving through
yvour will, retirerment plan, trust or insurance policy. MMore information is avail-
shle on our website as well: parkvayplavhouse com

For more information about Parkway Playhowse, mchiding performemces class-
e, and volunteer oppormnities, please call B28-682-4285 or visit the Parloaray

Playhonse wehsite at warw parkwayplavhouse com.

WE ARE
HERE FOR
YOU.

\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

218 Laurel Creek Ct. » Spruce Pine, NC 28777 » Phone: 828-785-7

;, The Brian Center team wants to be

W Come fake a tour and reserve your private room foday!

a resource to the community.
We are a § star Medicare rated facility.

1 0.0 .8 8 ¢

Its our goal To ger community members
back home as guickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Siroke Recovery

Respiratory Care

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electrical Shmulation
Diathermy Maobile Swallow Studies

312 » Fax: 828-7

wwrw bicnews.com
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A "Glorias"
AG rias’ Journey
MeDowell County

| 5

A\ 3
sPRING [ULIATITIE

SALES EVENT

First Time in Carnegie Hall for the Sanc-
ary Choir ofFirst Baptist Church in Marion,
Morth Caraling

Cm Sundsy, March 31 5t 2 pm, as part of
MidAmerica Productons’ 36th annual concert sexson, members of the Sanci-
ary Choir of First Baptist Chnarch in Marion will be part of a choms of more than
140 woices, brought topether to perform the Mew York premiere of MMichael Jobn
Trotta's new Glonia inder the baton of the composer, and Jobhn Botter's Gloria, a
modem classic, conductsd by Fay Adams. The Mew England Syrophomic Ensermn-
ble will accompany hoth works.

“The eizght members representing the Sancmary Choir of First Baptist Charch,
Marion, are bonored to be performing the Butter Gloria and premiering Michael
Tohn Troita’s Gloria af Carnezie Hall © says Futh Wakefield Director of Music
Mimistry. “This will be the experience of a lifetime!™

The Glora text, from the Ordinary of the Catholic mass, has mspired moumyer- :
ghle nmmsical seftimEs over its sixteen-century existence. On March 31, andiences “__r__“_m;____ HI.I]' For ONLY
and singers will have an unumal opporinity o CoOMpare CONEIMPOTATY VaTSIOns e
by two different composers side by side. Both Trosta and Butter employ similar HH,EEH
performing forces — chorms, brass, percnssion and organ — and both begin with
oyant brass fanfares. But each work has its own character, reflecting the com-
posers’ personal reactions to the kallowed wornds.

The choir will consist of members of the following ensembles:
= Sroich Plains—Fanwood Hizgh School Chamber Choir, Scotch Plams, KT (Tan
Allen Divactor)
= Indizn River Choral Union, Vero Beach, FL (Bay Adams, Director)
= Crak Park Hizgh School Chamber Choir, $ak Park, CA (Heidi Cissell, Director)
= Indizm Fiver Charter High School Concert Choir, Vero Beach FL (Gary Miller,
Diirector)
= Ceniral Bucks East High School, Doylestown, BA (Christopher Villante, Diirec-
E:IISEImv:tunr_n.r-‘.':Iznnnir of First Baptist Choorch, Barion, WC (Futh Wakefield Diractor)
= Brewer Hizh School Varsity Mized Ensemble, Fort Worth, T3 (Adfark Waymn,

Didractar)
Sharing the Plavhill

The March 31 concert will also include a performance of the Fauré Fequiem,
feamiring soleists Megan Mielson, soprans and Suchan Eim baritone Sterling 5.
Poulsen will lead a choir drawm from the following ensembles:
= Dok Mennonite Acadenty Tourmg Choir, Lansdals BA (Emily Grimes, Thirec-
for)
= Choral Aris Sociefy of Utah, 5akt Lake City, UT (Sterlmg 5. Pounlson, Director)

The concert will conclude with a performance of Morten Lanridsen’s conen-
porary classic, Lux Asterna, conducted by Geoffrey Paul Boers with a chorus of
muore than 140 drawm from the following thres ensembles. all from Washington
State:
= Symphony Tecoma Voices, Tacoma, WA (Geoffrey Paul Bosrs, Diirectar)
= Choral5Sounds Morthwest, Lake Forest Park, WA (Fyan Ellis, Director)
= The Liberty Choirs, Benton, WA (Fobin Wood, Director)

Purchase Ticleets

Conceris in the Izaac Stern Anditorinm/Fonsld O. Perelman Stage are 5150,
5100, and 350 Tickets may be obfained by conmcting CamegieCharze at 212-
247-TED), visiting the Camegie Hall Beor Office at 57th Sireet and Tih Avenue in

i —eruoniglf Jeep [ mam
MWew Yook, WY, or by going cnline to www.camegiehall. org). For more mforma-

MORGANTON, NC ‘
Information

Background
About Sanctuary Choir of First Baptist Church — Ruth Wakefield, Director 1-40 Exit 100 « 910 Jamestown Rd. = Morganton, NC 28656
First Baptist Church of Marion, Morth Caroling, has a long history of excellence . .
in charch nmsic ministry. The Sancteary Chodr in particular makes an impact www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337
waekly, ministering in worship. Buth Thomas Wakefisld is the current Divector of

About MidAmerica Productions

s e e | AINgONE Can Ride

soloists, and three chorses, the Louisiana Chorale of Acadiana, Camerata Singers

MNEW 203 Ram 1500 Crew Cab
404

57 Liter HEMI engine, Level 2 Equipment
Gip. Hisated front seats and steering

of Baron Rouge, and Collegiate Chorale of Mew York. Although he didn’t realize Mitchell County residents call for the many locations in
it at the time Mr Tiboris had just started his own successfol production company,
MidAmerica Productions, which would become the foremost independent pro- and out of the county. Easy, Reliable, Safe & Affordable
dncer of choral concerts in Camegie Hall

During its 36 years, WMidAmerira Productions has brought topather condurctors,
solosts, and choral and instromental ensembles from the U7.5. and shroad to ap- 638—4715

pear at Mew York's top vemnes, including Sterm AunditornonPerelmem Stage. Wiedll
Feecital Hall and Fankel Hall st Camegie Hall; and Alice Tally Hall and Avery
Fisher Hall {now Diavid Geffen Hall) at Lincoln Center. In addition to presenting
imsmamental and classic choral works, MidAmerica Produoctions has championed
the works of confemporary composers with approximately 92 World Premieres,
21 United States Prenueres and 100 Mew York Prenueras.

Addidonally, MidAmerica Productions bas presented conoerts in Qmeros
.5, cifies and in coumiries throughout the world, mchidmg Greece, England,
Anstris, Bulzaria the Czech Fepublic, Italy, France and Fuossia.

He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the

Iills. Psalms 104:10 Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

www. brenews. com March 2019 - Blue Fidge Chrnistian MNews page 7




F‘anplu Who Care

By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mirchell Counties

Twas in prizon and ye came unte me. Matthew 25:36

There are people who live day to day and never givae
a themght to what others may be zomg throush and
there are people who somehow care ouf time in their
already busy lives to give just a litde more of them-
selves. The ones who find mne to serve others are somme
of the mest important people in the world.

At AMCT, and in countless other prisons around
Morth Carelina, these folks are demonstrating to men and women wrestling with
despair that there are in fact people “out there™ who care! These people care that
the mcarcerated are living with the consequences of their actions. They care that
sponses, children and ‘significant others” are restricted from contact and long to

Thess paople don't get paid for the nse of their ime'energies. Mo, they volon-
tear to come into the prison to teach, to encourage. o disciple to bless.

Vohmteers can sometimes fesl nowanted because of memdatory regulations that
limit theit access and activites. They can often wonder if their presence matiers
at all.

I’'m here to el you
that YES, they mater!
YES5, they make a differ-
ence! YES, they help the
potential for restoration
and renewal possible!

Bvery day I see and
hear of voluntesrs wha
hawe faithfnlly come
io this prison becanse
they wantad o lifi up
the mcarcerated and be
part of the team effort
fo restore that person to
their family.

When the day comes for 2 person to be relessed from prisen they will long
remember those who gave bours, days even years to be with them while they were
locked up.

Each year volunfeers are recognized by the mstiution for their dedicated
service. Ome volumteer is selected as VOLUNTEER. OF THE YEAF. but EVERY
SIMGLE OME is valuable to the mission embodied in their actions snd stimdes.

To the 0 phis men and women who serve as vohanteers st AMCIT, we say
THAME YOU for your contributions to our cause! You are such a blessing to ns!
We thank God for you and for all that you do!

I think you ALL are wondarful, nd I give God the Glory for the calling ‘equip-
ping/serving that you bring our way!

Jody Griffin is paztor gf Central Baprizt Church in Spruce Pine and Commumity
Funded Chaplin at dvery-Mifchell Correctional Institution.

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.
Romans 15:13

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”™

Z?.ﬂs

II::":F.IF"

"'"ul"’r .r.i'? .-".-,.-r. e

Dave Says

Diear Dave,

Iy monm is single and she co-sigped on my student
leans for college. Wionld it affect her credit if I couldn’t or
didn’t make the paymentsT Term

Diear Ter,

Yes, it wonld. The tuth is, your mom shouldn®t have
co-signed for you m the first place. There's only one rea-
som lenders want 3 co-sizner, amd that's berawse they’ra
afraid the person taking cut the lnan won't be able to pay hack what®s owed

Yo'l be mrashing your and your mom’s credit if vou don't pay the bills on
time. If she co-signed for you, and you don’t do the mzht thing and pay back the
lpans, she'll start getting phone calls looking for the money, too. T don’t think you
wanf to subject vour mom to the stress and hassle of collector calls or bad marks
on ber credit, do you?

Believe me, I understand what happened. Your mom loves you, and she wants
the best for yvou 5be's willimg to do whatever it takes fo help her daaghter suc-
ceed. What I want you both o understand going forward is that the idea you hawve
to bormmow money to stbend college—or do anyvihing else, really—is a myth. There
Are many ways io get a great education, and find excellent career opporinites,
without bomewing a dime. Scholarships and srants are everywhers thess days.
There's ahzolutely nothing wrone with working before and during college to help
cash-flow an education, or you can begin vour siudies at 2 comomnity college
where the costs are much less.

In additicn to four-year schools and compmnity colleges, anyone looking
to further their education shouldn’t iznore the possibility of trade or technical
schools, At these instituwtions, you can get valuable waining that’s highly market-
able. Mot to mention completing a trade or technical school program usually takes
less time and is cheaper than a bachelor’s degyes.

My zoal here isa't to fuss ar you or beat you up, Temi. It's just very mnportant
you nnderstand what's at stake—now and i the futare Ay hope is to give you
and your mom some good information that will belp each of yon make smanter,
more nformed finsncial decisions dewn the road! —Dave

Diear Dave,

My daughter is i college, and I've always wamed her to stay away from
credit cards. Recently, I learned she got a department store credit card despite ooy
advice. She has stayed within ber credit imit, but she has never made any of the
payments. At this point, she owes about 53,500, She’s a good student, and I want
to look at this as a youmg person’s mistake Should T pay it off for her this one
time? Joseph

Dear Jozeph,

You're right, this is a typical voung person’s mistake. Like a3 lot of mistakes our
kids make it's one that's bad and wonderful at the same time_ It's bad bacauze, 5f
shie kad just listened to dear 0ld dad, she wouldve aveided 2 mess. It's wondar-
fial, though, becaase it gives you the oppormanity to provide her with a real world,
teachable morment.

I umderstand you wanfing fo belp ber out “this one time." It means you bave a
good heart, and that you care about your daughter and love bher There's a reality
here, though, I hope you won't overloak. It's her debt, not yours. She knew what
she was doing when she signed up for that credit card. She knew what it meant,
what was expected, and she is the one who should have o make good on the
repavment. The entire deal is legal and fair.

At thiz point, my advice is to pat your anm around ber, talk to ber, and bowingly
explain where she went wrong and why it was a2 bad idea. You can even help her
find a part-time job if the doesn’t bave one right now, so she cam pay off her debt
and get out of this mess. But leave the payments to her My guess is by the ime
she finishes working her tail off to pay this debt she will kave leamed a lesson
shie’]l remember for the rest of her life!—Dawve
Dave Ramsey is CEQ of Ramsey Solutions. He kas authored soven best-selling
books, ncliding The Toral Monegy Makeover: The Danve Ramsay Show is heand
Iy more than 14 million lsfenars each waek an 600 radio statfons and multpia
digital plagfems. Follow Dave on the web at daveramzey.com and on Twifter ar
i@ DaveRamzey.

N
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By Doug Harrell

Eeeping the main thing the main thing is the focus of my
thoughts this aftermoon as I sit here contemplating what to
We so ofien get caught up in chasing our tails rnand and
round as we go down Lfe’s morbulent rail We chase after
this, then we decide we wani that, and then spmething else
tends to catch our fancy. Many of vou will remember the
song shout looking for love in 2ll the wrong places and that is what we are so
often mrlmed to do. We go through our lives rying to reach happiness, fulfil-
mient contentment self-ororth or self-esteem. We think that the biz house. the hig
mrome, the prominent position, the fancy car or the beantiful mare will make us
happy. When that doesan’t work, many tumm to dogs and alcohol, an exiramarital
affair, or something else to Gl the gap in our lives. If those things bronght happi-
ness, why do we see such disarray in the lives of the Helbywood elite, the Jat Set
crowd? Those things do not work folks.

The onky thing that ever brings us e happiness is & relationship with our
Lord and Savior and the life that comes from acceptimg His will and following
His footsteps. The Hible tells ns that a people without a vision shall perish and to
followy that vision we need wisdom which comes from the words and instuctions
of our Lord, wisdom foumd in His path that is 1aid owt for each of us. Proverbs
1:7 “The fear gf the Lord iz the begiming qf fnowledee: but foals despize wizdom
and imstrucion ' We nmst first seek wisdom no one can force it on ws. We, you
and me. nmast make the decizsion to dilimently search for it. JTames 1:5 “Jfany of
vou lack wisdom, et lim ask qf God, that giveth o all men Tiberaily, and upbraid-
erth not; and it shall be ghaem him.™ God is faithful to keep his promises snd He
promises to give us wisdom if we seek and ask, the ball is in our court. If yon
want to really enjoy life, follow the mstuctions, don't be like mawy of us are,
speaking to mryself now, and iy everything before we tike the time to read the
instrucons. Proverbs 3213 “Blessed are thase whe find wizdom, thoze whoe gain
understanding.” The rewards are everlasting and efemnal, don't miss them. Focus
on keeping the main thing the maim thing! God Bless.

Doug Harrall iz a ijfe-long rezident gff Mitchell Coundy, Owner gf Harrell Hil
Firmz, e, a member of Baar Creek Baprint Church and Publisher of the Biug
Ridge Chrizstian News.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & He{p Jrom
Addiction Through Christ

Grace Community Church

|0nce Was. .

By Jermy Lewis
MeDowall Counfy

.But Now |

Jobn Newmon's fammous bymm inclodes the well-known
line. "Tomce was lost ot now I'm found . was blind tat now
I zep " Panl encourages ns in Blomans 12:2 to pressnt our
bodies to (od as a living sacrifice i view of "the merciss
of God." MNewton never bost sight of God's mercies. We
shouldn't either.

S, I'm wondening, hnu.wmldynuﬁllmd:ehhnl:ﬂlnncems 5
Tt now I

I omce was drunl, bot now I'm sober.
I once was greedy, bat now I'm generous.
I omce was an adulterer, bat now I'm faithiul.
I once was self-centered, but now I'm compassionate.
I once was addicted, bot now I'm dean.
I omce was a cheater, but now I'm honest.
I omee was anpry, but now I'm content.

Paul, writing to the Cormthians, wamed them shout indulging in unrepentant
sin. Those who do will ot experience heaven bere._or i the life hereafter.

O do you not beow that the unrighteous will mot inharit the bngdom of God?
Do nor be decetved.: reither the sexually immoral, nor idelaters, nor aduiferers,
nar men who practice homozexualify, nor thiomaes, mor the greedy, nor drunkands,
nar revilers, nor swindlers will inhertit che kmgdom of God. {1 Corinthians §9-10,
ESW)

And then be makes an astoumding observation!

And such were zome of vou. But you were washed, you were zanciified, you
ware justified m the name gf the Lond Jasus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1
Cormthians §:11, ESV, emphs=is ming)

And such were some of you He's writing to reformied idolaters. homosexmals,
adulterers, thieves, greedy, dmnkards, verbal abusers (revilers) and cheaters. They
ORCE Wele bt now they are

Live today in light of God's mercies. Wea]lmedaguum:smyufﬂlem
from which (God has saved us.

T am mot what I ought to be, I am oot what I want to be, I am oot what I hope o
be in another world; bar sull T am not what I once used to be, and by the grace of
God I am what T am —Tohn Mewton

Jerry Lawis iz Senior Pastor af Grace Commumiiy Chunch i Maron.

V==t

"The Broben That Geto Eesnlrs

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
ACREAGE » COMMERCIAL

South of 1-40 |
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |
Marion, NC ESTSE |
. Whitson, Broker 19 Re

(828) 738-3540

v, ¥ hilsonReally.com | dennisw @ WhitsonHealty.com

Dennis J 1998 Reaitor of the Year

www. bremews . com
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Something for every home,

Silver Line
mindersen

]

wiww summitbuidingsupply. com

AN
IT

BUILDING SUPPLY
828-682-9841

252 Possum Trot Rd.
Burn=ville, NC 28714

* Foster Care
« Safety Assessments

Ready to make a dlfference"

Mitchell County DSS is currently looking for solution focused, family oriented
professionals to join our team. Now accepting applications for...

The NC state application can be completed and emailed to DSSapplicants@mitchelicounty.org

Leadership opportunities available!!

Mitchell County DSS

The Other March Madness
By Tracy Black, Interim Hxerutive Director
Mitchell County

March is 2 most wonderful tme of year in Morth
Carolina. The beginnimg of Daylizht Savings time serves
as the harbinger of the first day of Spring which follows
close behind. The promise of new life fills us with hope
for brighter days to come. And let us mot forget that mos:
hallowed time of all for all Mot Carolina sports fans,
biarch Madness! Basketball reigns supreme and with
all the powerhouze colleges in M, the hope of bring-
ing the Mational Championship home is ever present. Yet with all these wonderful
things moing on there is another madness that is happening, and it is the madness
of domestic violsnre.

I"ve talked with many people over the course of my career in the doonestic
violence fisld and one thing is clear, domestic violence is “crazy making™! Yo
seg 0ot every day in one of these ralafionships is hormible. Mamy, if not most, have
experenced some of the most wonderful fimes of their lives with this person.
They've laughed with absohre shandon, shared the joy of child kirth, or shared
ihe pride in the accomplishments of children. But the fiip side is equally true;
they ve experienced the most homific times in their lives with this person also.
They've spent vears of walking on egg shells not knowing when the pext oufburst
of violence will ocour. They ve been belittled and‘or degraded, beaten and oft
times raped. Victims are left to wonder which the real person is.

To complicate matters, the abmser (man or woman) dosm™t show this private
face to the rest of the world. The public face that is shown is poach different The
rest of the world sees a person who is fon loving, gregarions, kind and canng and
seldom sees that pmch darker face that is only showmn at boone, in private with the
curtains drawn. The victims bear “What a great goy” or “You're so lucky fo have
hear” or even “It mnst be wonderful to be marmied to him!™ This leaves victims
confosed and wondermg “He's wonderful o everyone else, is it me or am I jost
crazy ™

So, what can we do to end this madness? For the most pant, we omst believe
the victim. Understand, for vears they*ve beard that no ome will believe them and
when they finally seek help smd we discoumt or dowbt them it just validates what
the abuszer has said Parely, an accusation of abuse is proved to be nnmme, bt we
nmsm't penalize the many for the misdeads of the few.

And more than auything else, we must educate the younger generations about
abuse. SafePlace is now seeing second gemerstion victims and abusers. Please join
Mitchall County SafePlace or your local domestic violence program in the fizht to
end this madness. We can't do it withowt yon!

Tracy E. Black, Intevim Execuinee Direcior Mitchell Couniy SqfelMace

e

* [ncome Maintenance
» Quality Assurance

828-766-6792

warw brenews com
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A Most Unlikely Pair
By Christy Lowmsan
Burke Courty

The ocean is 8 vast open ared where survival can be tough.
Spme snimals have decided to work together so they can sur-

hawe become friends with fish Instead of eating them they let them live amonz
their tentacles. These fish are small, wlnersble fish. They have leamned thar they
are immne fo the jellyvfish's sungs making it possible for them to take refuze
under the jellyfish. While protecting the small fish, the jellyfish uses lim as hait
o hare bigzer fish for food. When a bigger fish comes closer to eat the small fish
the jellyfish will stinz him with hiz tentacles. This is how the jellyfish gets itz
food and i refurn the small fish gets to eat whatewer scraps are left The jellyfish
doesn't have to work as hard to find food The small fish not only kas 3 protective
shelter, but is also fed Their tesrmmvork provides a win for both of them!

This rype of teamwork is one of many that shows how animals have teamed up
o survive.

We are the same way. If we work together with one another we can accomiplish
things that we conld not have done oo our own. It is very possible that while do-
ing this, vou might find an awesome friend that you enjoy being around, 3 person
that you would have never considered a friend. For example, when T was growing
up we gob new neighbors, They were 2 sweet elderly couple, thar I stanted visitng
on a regular basis. I would go over and keep them company and would help them
ont when needed In retum, [ made new friends and they became my adopted
grandparents. Mot ooty did T hear fascinating true storses, tnat the man taazht me
ghout all kinds of rocks and what it was like to be 3 reck hound. The lady tanght
me by to crochet, showt gardening and prowing foaners. The best thing they
malked sbout was (God and bow He had made 3 differsnce in their lives. The mme
I spent there was priceless, we kept each other company for many years. e wera
an nnlikely imio, bat we were able to help each other out, while cherishing each
other's friendship. The life skill of leaming how to crochet has blessed me in my

life. It started me
oa the path o

leam more abont
crochet. I've made |
and sold items,
donated prayer

shawls to the =ick,
and developed my
own crochet pat-
temns. The storjes
of the MNavy, and
of going on rock
hnnfing adven-
fures spiked my
love for rocks and

Hospice 1s about
quality of life.

Start the conversation.

828-255-023]

missionhealth.org/hospice
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adventure. Iwas:huﬂ:lemexpmmﬁud'ﬂuﬂ through them My neiphbors
blessed me and in refurn I hawve been able to bless others.

I challengze vou to team wp with others to look for ways to help other people
ont. Wisit shut-ins that are no lonzer able to come to your charch visit people
local morsing homes. Takes meals to the homeless. These are just 3 feowr exanples
of things yvou could do. I not only guarantes yom that you will find 3 new friend,
Tt you will also be blessed by that persom as well!

Jesus went out and met with the people that were not popular, some had dis-
eases, some were not liked etc. He did not act like He was better than anyone,
even though He was. He washed the disciples® feet before the Last Supper to
demonsirate how we should love one another and that we shonld serve others. I
challenze you to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Go out and show love to others!
Yes, YOUT can team up with others to make a difference in this world!

Diear Lord, please help each one of us be bold in servimg others, help us be the
hamds and fest of Jesus. I pray that others will see Yon and Your love inns and in
each and everything we do. Help us work tossther to sccomplich great things in
Your name. Amen
Two are better than one, because they have a good refurn for their labor:

I eithar of thewm falls dovwn, one can help the ocher up. But pity amyene wiho_fialls
and has no one fo kelp them up.

Alza, iftwe lie down fogether; they will beep warm. But how can one beep warm
alone’

Though one may be overpowensd, wo can dofend themselves. 4 cond of three
sirands i mot guickly broken. Ecclesizstes 4:0-12 RIV

Christy Lowwan i g Christion author and filustrator that lhves in the foothalls of
the Blue Ridee Mountains with ker bushand and two children. She agions writing
and illustrating book: for all ages. Some qf her short stories are publizhed with
Guideposis and HCT. Christy gives all the glory fo God i everyrhing she does. 4
porfion gf every book sold from the Small Bibie Characrer Series will be donared
fo baitle human traffickng. [fvou agioy har books, ike" her author page on
Facebook and et har krow! Yor can duy her books at hitps:Aeww amazon. comis’
rgf=dp byiine_sr_book_ I Tre=UTF g feld-author=Christy+Lowmandesearch-ali
ar=booksd&rext=Christy+ Lowmandsort=relavancerank
Tou can reach her af ko Swsw facebook comdauthorChristyLowman or chriz-
nEseapsEyahoo.cont.

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spint dn-
eth the banes. Proverbs 17:22

100 Year Celebration
1919-2019

FORTNER

INSURANCE AGENCY

This year in honor of our 100 vear Anmversary, our Agency
will be having monthly drawings for exciting prizes. There
are no obligations and the drawings are open to everyone.

To enter:
* Visit Fortner Insurance Agency on Facebook, SHARE the
post publically and LIKE our page.
Or
= Stop by and register at one of our convenient office
loations: Spruce Pine, Bumnsville, Newland, Banner Elk

MARCH T
GIVE-AWAY

-
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Serving at Mayland
Community College
Mon.-Thur. 11:00am-12:30pm

828-678-338

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC

Spring Home Shous
Eﬁnmdﬂf Eﬁpuﬂpm - Relocate
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DS Accepling Vendors Now
Calt SCT DES LGNS

Home Improvement 828-393-5943

A New Vision for Mitchell County DSS

By Sara Ross, Director, Mitchell Counry DSS
Mitchall County

Om January 1st, 2019 I was bonored o become
the new Director af bitchell County D55, I
had spent 20 years preparing for this exciting
znd challenzing positon with varions job titles
and respomsibilities leading up to this fremen-
dons oppormnity ooy life. My experience had
centered meostly around the advocacy and care for
people from all ages in life; from childhood while
Diirector of a foster care program, to adult mental bealth substance wse, and misl-
lecmal/developmental disabilities in 3 managed care organization and coompre-
hensive care provider, fo senior dependent care in skilled mirsing facilities. All
these roles have helped to shape my approach to sharing ooy first commemdment,
to lowve others. Primarily, my burning motivation in life is advocating for gquality
mental challenges. 1am extmremely excited to be able to forther that motivation
a position that will kopefully have a tremendous impact on the Birchell County
D55 and the compmanity that we serve.

Dhmimg the first tao months oo the
jobr I have been focnsed on defining the
vision and goals for the ocrganization, in
collsboration with county administration
and current Mitchell County D55 smaff
Ome of the most pressing situstions we
are currenthy facing is the need for foster
homes for Mitchell County’s youth in crisis. We are also looking for applicants
to join our tearn in the capacity of
Child Welfare, Income Maintenance
and Qmality Assurance workers. The
core wahies that we are looking for are
applicants that are willing to leam, that
want to e part of 2 team that is com-
mitted o the betterment of the organi-
zation, and that bave a commitment to
the well-being of the populstion being
served Traming will be provided in
many instances, and state applica-
tions may be filled out and emailed to

We face a big challenge with the
acrass the specomm of the compmnity,
we can mske a remendous mopact for
good in the lives of those we are smiv-
ing to serve. I look forward to further
collaboration with the faith comnmomni-
tv, law enforcement, schools. hospice,
local and repional resources and the
public at large We pray for and covet
vour support in the endeavor to make
a difference for good in our wonderfil
COMOTIRITY.

Smﬁr:thﬂmu.lﬂthﬂﬂﬂuw

Outdoor Living

May 18 & 19, 2019
Sarfwu@ 10@1&* GPm
Sunday 19pm-Epm

Innovative Home Design

Lawn and Garden Design
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

The Blessings Of Hosting A
Celebrate Recovery Ministry
By Fev. Bruce Cannon

Mitchell County

"For I was an hungred, and ye gaee me no meat. Twaz
rhirsfy, and ye gave e no drink: Iwas a stranger, and ya
fook me nof i naked, and @ clothed me rot: sick, and in
prizon, and ye vizited me wor. © (Watthear 25:42 43}

The will of God fior a loecal Church will always be
based upon two things: 1) the zifts, talents and abili-
fies He has given to the Church; and ) the needs of the
people who live within the ministry area of the local Church. He puts within the
Chuarch those gifis, falents and abilides needed to mimster to the needs of the
people living around it

Chier a decade ago the Lord began to open my eyves to the many strugsling with
addictions — primanly drop addiction. I was serving in the capacity of Director of
Aizzions in cemral Morth Carolina working with forty chuarches at that dme smd
began to receive phone calls almost daily from family members rying to find help
for their son or dsughter, brother or sister or other family member. What I discov-
ered was that there were very few Christian ministries operating to help persons
recover from addictions, and that the peeds were tremendons.

Having lived in Westem Worth Carolina for the past three years I see the neads
are as great here! And, as when I lived in the central part of our State, the oppor-
tunities for help are very limited.

In December 2016 the Lord laid upon the beart of Josh Wise, my wife and I to
imvestigate the possibility of starmme a Mitchell Connty Celebrate Becovery. The
needs wers there bt would my Church support this miniery? I am prond and ex-
cited to say they did and are! Every Thuarsday evening st Gpm Bear Creek Baptist
Chnrch (327 Bear Cresk Church Boad, Bakersville) opens its doors and provides
2 free meal to those who come seeking help for a hurt, habit or hang-up. The ones
who attend are welcomed snd loved by my Chorch family, At Tpm a worship
service is held which focuses primarily on addiction recovery and is followed
by small group meetings for those stmzzling with addiction AWD 8 small group

I wounld love fo encourage every congregation to begin a3 Celebrate Fecovery.
It has been and is one of the greatest mindsiries our Church has ever been m-
volved m. It is absolotely exciting to see one whose Life was unmanapeable due
to addiction give their heart to Jesus and find the strengzth to say “no™ to drugs. It
is wonderful to see the ralief m the eyes of a parent or sponse when they see the
recovery being made by thedr family member. It is extremely exciting fo see how
God blesses this ministry and nses it

Plaase consider starting 3 Celebrate Racovery in vour Church Local groups
are neaded in every connty! If Bear Creek Baptist Church can belp you start ome:
or if you have guestons about bow to do so please contact our Church Office at
825-588-4331.

Rev. Bruce Canvon crrrently sermves as the Senior Pastor aff Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bokernville. Formerly he served az Director of Miszsions for the Bladen
Bapiist Azzociation and has served on the General Board of the Baptist State
Comvention qf North Carolinag.

Check out our new Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Free Lancing

Getting High and Loving It
By Steve Wilson
Burke Courty

Have you ever mentioned something in passing without
even thinking about it? Raybe it was a long time desire to
do something new or perhaps you verbalized a “bucket Hst™
eniTy 10 someone That was my case a couple years ago.
Bt I'll bemin with a troe confession. ..

I'm afraid of heights . there Tzaidit . Townit Ican
even admit that I get more than a linle panicked on a step
stool. IEknow my family gets quite the enjoyment from this Iittle “guirk™ when
vacztoning We will amrive at a spectacular panoramic view and the rest of the
folks will go murming up to the milng, admirmg the views and bere I am sck in
place. Acrophobia takes over, my begs lock up, and oy arms shoot out as I fake
small, zombie-like steps toward the safety of whatever barmier is betwesn me and
the “death drop™. Afier FINALLY cairhing up to the rest of the sroup, I wrap all
ten digits i a death zrip around the railing and declare, “yep, what a nice view!™
before reversing the process and moon walking back to safety.

It 15 with this memorable backdrop in mind that I present the next precions
mament It is Christmas at our honse and like all bowseholds, great expecta-
tions shound a5 we carefully nnwrapped hidden treasures. It was my turn, so I
picked up 3 package to reveal my surprise. And so it was. . .8 gift certificate for a
Hot Air Balloon ride! I remained speechisss, unable to respond in part, bacause
I could not breathe. Panic and the possibitity of incontinence came in wawves
as all T could ntter was “thanks, boney™. . My swest wife evidently noticed my
unseitled response and replied, “well, yvou =
have mentioned more than once in the past
of how cool it would be fo goup in a bot
=it balleon, of what a sense of freedpm that
would be. Doa’t you remember™ At that
moment, I couldn't really remesmber wio I
was, let alone what I mistakenly uttered in
my foolish past. .

Fast forerard ten months. WMy “fres ride
to the heavens" was still sitting on nry chest
of drawers_ just 85 dormant 35 my desire o
schedule the “zraat adventure™. Drnven on
by the puilt of not using the zift, the looming
expiration date, or perhaps the fact I coaldn’t
find amyone willing to ay this “once in a
lifetime” opportumdty, I picked up the phone
and made a date with destmy.

The day guickly ammived when it was time
to take the plunge (peor wordng) and we amrived at the airport 2 couple of hours
bafore dusk and found the ather you ve-mot-to-be-put-of-your-mind adventur-
ers. We were divided mto groups and seon were herded toward our “baczkets of
bliss™ where we took part in assembling the hasket to the balloon and making
other preparations for our departure. I was an obedient soldier; following orders
as requested, only as a result of a cerebral mix of pnde, stubbomness, fear and 2
haalthy dose of both adrenaline and stupidity. Afier our rde was ftight ready, as
Inck would have it, the wind stared to kick up. Sensing the possibility of being
drazgzed down the air field, the pilot ordered the three saucer-eved passengers info
the basket.

The first two, 3 hnsband and wife team, climbed sboard and were Imme diately
tossed toward the propane tanks as the wind canght the balloon and rocked the
basket south. Coce it was in an upright positon again, it was my furn. I placed
one foot n the foothold and swung my other leg over the edge of the basket as if

confinuwed on page 15

See Us on Facebook

Washed Stone
Ri"{::’;’;‘;ﬁifﬂ“:ﬂ 2715 I—Iwﬂ 226 5. "3} uce Pine c Sm.]d] ey
Call e sty Feis ( 8) 766-6169 Public Welcome
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Hospice and Home Care of the
Blue Ridge

People In Need Grant

By Kim Cuthbertson
Mirchell Couniy

Mitchell County Hospice and Home Care of the Blae
Ridpe iz please to srmomcs it has received a People in
Meed Grant from The Comnmomnity Foumdation of Western
Morth Carpling. Thess funds will provide respiratory
therapy supplies for the Breathe Easy Expansion Project.

Hospice and Home Care of the Blue Bidze is a local non-profit bospice that
provides end-of-lifs care and support for their comomnity. Breathe Easy pro-
vides services for patents diagnoesed with respiratory and pulmonary disease as
a primary or secondary condition. Hospice of the Blue Ridze is one of the few
hospice providers who employs a full-ime respiratory therspist to help provide
care, edncation and support for patents and their families.

The Comnpanity Foundation is a non-profit organizaton that managss charita-
ble fimds and makes grants in the 18 counties of Western North Caroling. CF-
WHC works with corporations, families and mdividuals to provide a permanent
pood of capital to help people in the 18-county region  For more information, visit
wwnciwne org

Kim iz the Director of community developruwmn? ar Hozpice and Pallame Care of
the Blue Ridee.
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Walnut Grove Church
Why?

By Kurt Bomar
Avery Coundy

There are 3 lot of difficult passagzes in the OT. This is ooe
of them_ I hope to shed light om this passage as well as oth-
ers this year becanse 2 Tim. 3:16 tells ns:

Al Scripure is God-breathed and is wsghl for feaching,
rebuking, correcting and raining i righfeousnass,

And. 1 Pet 3:15 says:

Afways be prepared to Zive an anmwer fo @veryone wie asks you to give the
reazon for the hope that you have. Bur do this with gentleness and respect

Why? This, the shortest question of all is often the most difficualt to awswer.
Why does my loved one have fo lie in a bed of suffering? Why did he/she have to
die? Wy did my child hawve to be in that suto accident? Why vras I abused 2= 2
child? Why did von allow me to get cancer or some other dreaded disesse?

These guestions have been asked through the ages; often the immentiomed
charze is “(zod you're not being fair!”

There are many ways o respoad to these questions but let me just point yom to
one for now.

There was a fellow in the Bible that asked such guestions. He was considerad
one of the meost nghteos men m the Bible. He was knowm fior loving and homor-
g od and being kind, patient, and genercus to a fault. He was the kind of man
that yvou would kave loved to have as a neighbor

His name was Job and despite his rghteousness God systematically allowed
Satan to take everything mway from him. First his possescion’s, neet his family
and finally his health. In fact, iromically, the onlby thing he didn’t take from Job
wias his wife. Perhaps this added to his pain as she seemed to be 2 thom in his
side during this ordeal.

He then had to entdure the emotional pain of kis “fiends™ telling hirm that it
was 2ll his fault and that God was really punishing him for his many sins.

Afer meditating on all his misery Job said “WhyT™ I feel somry for Job and if
anyone deserved a clear answer fo that question it would have been him

And God did give him an answer. An answer [ believe that applies to all of
onr “whys™ top, But notice the answer was w2 different guestion. God pever
touched on “why™ rather he answered the gquestion of “Wheo.™

Who, Job, cested the universe? Whoe makes the davm come up each day?
Who created all the prest crestures on Earth? Who tells the great Seas where to
stop? Who makes the lishming fash? Who provides food and shelter for the wild
amimals? Crner §0 times i chapeers 38-41 of Job, God continnes to redirect Tob's
guestion of “why™ to “Who "

I think what God was saying is “Tob, I love you more than you can know, Tt
I am God and you are not. T have plans you £an't even comprebend and it"s not
shways for you to know why I'm doing what I'm doing. Sometimes suffering is
required to advance may plan.™

Cme example comes to mind. When I think of Jesus feeding the 5,000, there
was jov and excitement but there is not any mdication that any were changed on
that mountainside. On the other hand, on apother mountain called Calvary, there
wis nnimazinable suffering of another righteons man  Anoether man who cried oot
“TWhy Father™ In the darkmess of that hour lives indeed were chanzed. A dying
thief pot saved. An ementy centurion ssw the power of God through this suffering
and all bomwemity was forever changed.

The point is God is not asking us to imderzo anything he didn't allow o hap-
pen io his oaly Son.

When you are tempted to ask “why?" I snzzest we should instead remyind our-
sehves of “Who?” We may mever gat the answer to “why™, but we can always get
the answer to “Wha™

Kot Bomar is pastar af Walnut Grove Chirch,

JOIN THE BOOK LAUNCH EVENT FOR

AUTHOR

JANIE DEVOS

“<RIVER
ToGLORY

April 13th - 11:00am - 1:00pm
The Marketon Oak
262 Oak Ave. + Spruce Pine, NC
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The Rest of the Story
Droug Harrell

Back in the day! When Clint and I first met we were in the corporate world and
that iz a fer piece from where we ended up on the faom. As you can ses, Chint's
adventures did not just start here on the farm bt were preceded by his anfics in
the corporate world as well He just conmmmed the tradition of screwing np on the
farm in rezlity, he was one of the smartest amd most intellectual men I have ever
known and worked with. Long live the adventares!

Farmer Clint's Near Death Experience

Drear friends,

“Back in the day™ I was a corporate hotshot. ..o 50 1
thoughi g . I tell you this coly to explain bow and why I
commandeered a Cassna Citanon jet from Dallas, TX to
Anchorage AF

As Vice President of Marketing for 3TE Directories, I
was responsible for business development, or simply mak-
ing certaim our key customers were happy campers. My
domain was worldwide as we had a range of castomers
fromm Alaska to Hawaii, from Hong Eong to Malaysia, and
fromm Belgiom to Austria Amvway, [ was asked to visit our
customer friends in Alaska so I scheduled the corporate jet
and imvited members of my marketing staff to zo along.

A County Boy Males Good!

Please nnderstand T am a country boy; I grew up raveling on Greyvhound Bus
Lines. (Mostly I moved about in the back of my dad’s 1956 Chevy station wagon
— along with my s brothers and sisters. Funmy fo think back, no seat belts, frol-
icking in the back of the car, sticking my arms out the windows, etc.)

My dad was a hardvorkimg man bt we barely got by from paycheck to pay-
check. I mowed lawns as a kid, I sold gresting cards from Boy's Life magazine fo
make money; I gave my eamings to daddy to help with honsehaold Bills.

5o the very idea of having personal sccess to a jet sirplane was a novelty I nev-
er dreamed! Heck, I didn’t know companies had airplanes. Oftentimes during oy
corporate life, when I had amaring experiences and glimpses into “the lifestvias
of the rich and famons™ — like the might I was invited to dinner with First Lady
HWancy Beaprmn at the Waldorf Astoria im WYC — I looked to heaven and spoke to
oy departed dad, “Look at me daddy! Who could bave gueszed I would do this™

Bound For The Last Frontier

I decided to do something different on this trip; to have some one-on-one tdme
with three of our clients. (MMost mestings pocur in sterile corporate board rooms or
hote]l meeting rooms). I arranged for a full-day mip of King Salmon fishing oo the
Eenai Biver My customers, all natve Alaskans, wese thrilled and I was excited
that we would have “bonding” time away from the day-to-day pressoures of big
bmsiness. And, being an ardent fisherman I couldn’t wait to “me into™ 3 King
Salmon. Wow!

We arrived at the Fenai Fiver where our guide was ready with all the gear we'd
need for a memorable fmip. It was early May, as I recall, only a month after the
“hreakup”, when the icebound river gives way to spring femperamres and massive
ice foars exit for the ocean My point — the water was cold, very very cold.

Fish On!

It was a beautifol | sonmy day as we climbed sboard the metal boat there were
six of us in all. The tempersture was about 4 depress so were dressed in long
jolms, sweaters, heavy coats and glowves. I had slipped on chest waders over my
clothing in case we did any wading along the shore. The guide told us the King
Salmon were maoning fast and furions; they had caught three large Kings earlier in
the week.

A conple of my client friends canght fish_ . it's always a goed idea w et the
customers ewjoy success FIRST g . Their carch averaged sbowt 20 poumds, very
nice sized King Salmon and the first I'd ever seen! I had no smikes and wondered,
o myyself, if T wonld catch one. I think I can I think T can, I think T can g !

Late afiernoon I cast  silver spoon near the bhank; it barely hit the water's
surface when the BIGGEST FISH I'd ever seen explodead fo the top of the fver
swallowing my hare. That fish nearly stripped all the line off iy pole before the
zmide was able fo manmrver the boat close enongh to get him tumed. I reeled and
regled, struggling to get the monster close o the boat. Soome 20-25 mimites Later
[ landed an EIGHTY FIVE POUND King Salmon I was so excited that I nearly
fell overbeard. . but not yet!

Time Running Out

We didn’t carch any more fish that afternoon, possibly becanse we were canght
up in admiring my earlier catch. Also, there were many anglers on the river now,
evening curfew on the Fensi Biver. a ime when all fishermen mmst be off the
rver and no fishing is allowed. So be wanted to move upstresm and try our hock
in & tribmtary or tao.

I was siting oo the bow, heavy laden in nry waders and other zear, and holding
oy fishing rod as the boat moved rapidly up-river. I mrmed aronnd to say soome-
thing to one of my friends when the puide made a sharp left trn info & smaller
Sedm.

Alan Overboard!
As gur boat veered left my body wenr straight. . rod, waders, boots and all T
landed in the Kenai Biver.

Two of our folks wimszsed my plunge. screamed at the pilot'swide and pande-
monnun broke out topside. As I was belplessly sinking to the bottom of the nver,
I felt the force of a beavy mefal object glance off of my sknll — out of desperation
a#nd not knowing what else to do, my friend Todd kad throam the anchor over-
board in hopes of stopping the boat.

Memories From The Deep

Ar some point in my descent I felt the bow of the beat pass over my face; 1
kicked at the bottom knowing that the prop could be the next object I would en-
conmnter. T literally felt the swirling current from the screw as it pazsed overhead

I remember thinking to myself, ] am going to die™; bot I did not panic, nor
did I take on water The very next memory was 3 vision of noy body, fiolly mwake
finating in what looked like a fiald of comon. The sun was wanm, the surface was
soft, I was comforable and happy. . very happy.

Fopping Up Ont OF The Water

At some point, obviously, I surfaced in that raging rver. My friend, Cheryl,
sxid it looked like I was just standing there as the nver mshed on both sides. She
described the scene as, “You looked like a bobber, just boumcing on the water; as
if someone were holding you up!™

The saide moved aloogside and several of the men hanled me into the boat.
I awakened to someone pounding on oy chest and hearing the words, “Hypo-
thermis, hypothermiz ™ from my friend Tom. When a person is onmersed n cold
water, their skin and nearby tizsnes cool rapidly. When the core temperatura
drops below 90° F serions complications begin to devalop. Death may ocour at
asbout 80° F; bowever, a person may drown 3t 2 higher temperamre due to loss of
Cconscioisness or inability fo nse the arms and legs. I screamed back at him, “Stop
beating on me, I am fine’™ And I was,

Back Om Shore

The znide motored quickly back to the shore as the others removed ALL oy
clothes and covered me with a tarp; one even laid on top of me o provide a
modicum of wammth As I sat on the bank. mying to squeeze moy far self info some
skinmy clothes, besrded men came up and began touching my shoulders. one said,
“Mian yon ain't “sposed to be hera T = the whols thing and you shouldn’t be
alive. MNobody survives s fall into the Eenai River!™ Aggin my friend Cheryl spoke
up, “T timed it ywon were underwater more than 8 minates. you should be dead,
Clint ™ About that time my fiend Todd apologized for hirting me on the head with
the anchor!

For the next seversl weeks [ was literally disappointed that I had “comee back.™
Althongh I did not want to be absent from ory family, the sensation I had in that
cotton field was nnlike anything I can even describe. The only term that comes to

A Changed Life For Farmer Clint

Thast experience fieled mm infense fire within me to better understand God's puar-
pose for ooy life. T sat in chorch whenever the doors were opened; I developed a
voracions appetite for Scriptars; T Bterally sought out rodssionariss and ministriss
which I could and wonld support. I gave my Life over to Jesus Christ in a whole
OEw Way.

Loolking Back And Looking Up
My tip and death in the Kenai Biver oconrmed in early May, 1990, nearly 25
years age. Since that time God has shown me His glory; He has demonstrased His
power; He has led me on incredible missions; He has broken my heart for the sad,
lonely and broken people in this world; and He has delivered me from the very

depths of despair and death.

This Farmer Cling, the cone whom yon have come to know
a5 the khntr of Mitchell County. . the man who screws up more
than he siraizhtens up. . the fellow who doesn’t know a back-
hoe from 3 read grader. . your goofy meighbor who screamed
like a girl when face-to-face with a groundhogz. . This Fammer
Clint lowves the Lord God with all bis heart, sength soul and
mind

Sl lumbled in the hills,

Famuer Clint

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

Proundly serving the great citizens of
Western NC for 23 years with Health,
Employer Gronp Health Plans, Medicare
Plans, Life, Annuinies, 01K Transfers and

Long Term Care Coverage

275 North Main Street » Marion, NC 28752
B2B.652.1553 local » B8B.528.1553 toll free

www. brenews . com
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Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:

* Numbness or buring in feet or hands
« Sharp electnc like pains

* Pan on walking

« Difficudt sleeping due to pan

* Prickling or tmgling in feet or hands

* Balance problems

/ 11\

i - You may have Neuropathy.

! Pharmaceutical treatment for
neuropathy has not proven fo
be effective in the long ferm.
Owr office has had excellent
results in the reduction and
. elimnation of sympioms by
- using & multi therapeutic

approach including low level
|zzer therapy, spine care and
nutrition.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE
IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.

Life Center
Burnsville, MC
(828) 682-6157
(800) T72-7955 B

cruzlifecenter.com ‘Since 982"

Z?m . 7049&' ;:’mm

Natwral Health Care
Selutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

Grassy Creek *

Clothing
Is Your
: |
[Locedo

“SHOP LOCAL” umﬁgras.i}'r:meﬁri'mhfng_mm

J Cf'é’f/
C l_o_l H i NG

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

! . : Closed Sunday
Monday-Saturday 830, 5:30 pm Go o Church

Redeemed Free Will Baptist Church

A Promise Kept
By Patricia Jackson
McDevwell County

Acg I sdied Second Sanwe]l, Chapter 9 regarding the
promises made between King David and King Saul’s
son Jonathan [ remembersd 3 promise made 1o me 3
2 six-year-old girl. Ome fall afrernoon in 1950, a large
black car came skowhy up our dirt drive. The tono men d
and two women explained they were from Oshkosh, %
Wisconsin, and would like to see a field of cotton on the
stalk, with cotton bolls. I begzed my mom to lef me take them fo a neighbor’s field,
and she relnctantly agreed, a very impomant task for a six-year-pld girl When we
reached the neighbor’s field I barmedly climbed up the red bank and puolled np a
hemdful of cotton stallks. They planned to take them back bome to show other fanm-
ers. As we rode back to my home, they asked me questions sbont what size clothes
I wore, what toys I had, and proosised to surprise me with a gift fior belping them,

The next school day, niy tescher located Oshkosh, Wisconsin on the map, and I
eazerly told ber of the visit on Saturday and that I was going to recedve a gift from
them Each day, as I came bome from school, I ran o the mailbex, lookng for moy
promised gift. Several weeks passed, October and Halloween came and passed, bt
oo gift. MNovember and Thanksgiving came and passed. but no gife. As Christ-
mas approached, T asked my morm why I had not received a promised gifi. She
explamed that many people make promdses and show kindness, but very few keep
them

Second Samowel, Chapter @ is not abour 2 little girl's broken heart over a broken
promise bt a gpreat Eimg who filfilled his promise to the son of his friend Jona-
than. This account of David and Jonatham iz an example of tros bibhical frendship,
8 covenantal relationchip.  Tomathan was to be second in convnand in David’s
future reign and King Diavid was to protect Jonathan's famdly (T Samne] 30: 14-146
and verse 42).

In their relatiomship, we see qualities of tree foendship and the fulfillment of

& promise. First Jomathan sacrificed for David In 1 Sammel 18:4, we read that
Jonathan gave Dhavid his robe, ganments and military items (sword and bow). The
significance of this zift was that Jonathan recognized Dravid as the foture kKing
of Israel. Rather tham being envious or jealous, Jonathan submitted to God’s will
and sacificed his own right o the thrope. Second, m 1 Sapme] 19:1-7, we read of
Tonathan’s defense of Diavid, as be convinced his father King Sanl not o kill Dawvid
and remmermber the things Diavid had previonshy helpad him. In an earfier verse,
1 Samomel 18:1 we read that “Jonathan loved him as kis own soul.™ When David
leamed of Tonsthan®s death he “lamentsd ™ We racall that Tonathean died with his
father and two brothers in barle, their bodies desecrated by the Philisones, later
refrieved and tiken to Fabesh amd their bowes buried thers.

I the first part of Chapter @, David inguired if there was any lefi of the honse
of Saul, that “T may show him kindness for Jonathsn's sake™T Mephibosheth had
inherited an estate from Jonathan, Saul’s son. Zika was the chief steward of the
estate, much like we would kave an executor in charge. David's question showed
& great love because Saul made himself an eneny of Dawid When the news came
that Saul Jonathan and two other sons of Sanl had besn killed, Mephibosheth's
nurze fell while fleeing with him resulting in his permanent lameness. She rghtihy
feared that the leader of a newr ropal dymasty would execute every potential heir of
the former dynasty. Smce the son of Jonathan was the rghtfil heir to the throne of
Izrael, Mephibosheth could be 3 rval or threat to David

In werze 4. we find that Mephibocheth is in the house of Machir, the son of
Ammiel This speaks of Mephibosheth’s low station i life, not oeming & home,
instead of living in the bowse of a wealthy benefactor. He felf secure as long as he
believed King David didn™t knoer bis locaton. When “King David sent and feched
him oni of the honse, ™ he must bave baen terrified. He had no donbe lived in fear
that Diavid would do as other kings did and massacre every potential oval to his
throne. He was not aware of the promizes made betwesn Dhavid and his father,
Jonathan When be met Diavid, “He fell on his face and did reverence™ knowine
Diavid miipht execute him, his grown son and five srandseons. All were a potential
threat to the throne and by tradifion could be executed.

In verse seven, David reassures hfephibocsheth, tellmg hom “fear not, that he
wonld restore thee all the Land of Saul, thy father ™ The profitable land of Sanl’s
had been incorporated by David or controlled by Ziba. Wow David was instracting
Ziba and his servants to ll the land and bring n the fmits to provide for hie-
phibosheth’s zeneral financial needs. Thavid also told Mephibosheth he “shalt eat
bread at my table contimaally™ as well as his son Michs. It was a hizgh bowor to eat
at the table of the King These actions were the direct result of King David keeping
the promize made to Jonathan and went far beyond ziving hephibosheth what was
righily his, in addition to Mephibosheth the honor of 3 close reladonship with the
Hing.

In Luke 22:30, Jesns told his disciples “they may eat and drink ar his table in
hegven ™ This promise is tous also. God's kindness is extended to us for the sake
of hiz son Jesus and is bazed on a promise covenant. If we honor our covenant with
Jesus, woa will receive more than we ever kad; have access and fellowship with eur
Eing Chapter nine is 3 pattern for us in serving and ministermg to others and a les-
so0 in bonoring promises we make as Christians.

Coarie Ten Boom lived in the MNetherlands When the Wazi's mvaded, sending
Jews to concenitation camps, ker family hid and provided for many of them. She
was later sent to a concentration camp. She continned to teach the Bible to others
and afier release wrore: “The Hiding Place™ which became a movie. She wrote,
“Let God's Promises Shine On Your Problems.” Words of imspiration we can apply
o our heart!!

Parmeia Jackron it a member gf Redeemed Free Will Baprzt Church, Glevrwood,
NC Sha iz alzo a grant writer for non-profits and a publched author She ives in
Rurharford Coundy with ber husbamnd,

www. brcnews.com
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The New Morality
By Billy Graham

Statements by Protestant clergymen condon-

g sevmal invmorality have given 3 new license to
people everywhere. One teenager frankly told me
some time ago, “My pastor says sex Is all right if
it is meaningful to me.” Many chuorch leaders mow
advocate 3 so-called new morality.

What they propose is a standard in which the ul-
fmate criterion for deht and wrong is not the com-
mand of God, but individuals’ subjective perception
of what 15 good for them and their neizghbor in each
sifuation.

This is not 8 new morality—this is the old mmaorality.

When more than 900 clerpymen and students pathered some tme back at
Harvard Divinity School to ponder the new morality and its significance for the
church, some of the statements mads by clerpymen wers sbmast unbalievabls.
Time magazine reported that the clerzymen agreed generally that in some respects
the new morality is a ealthy advance

ety little was said by thess clerzymen about the termible price paid for sexmal
immorality—veneresl disesses, deep emotional disturbances, guilt complexes and
snicides.

The moral protlem threstens the very seourity of the nation. Mearly every na-
tion of the past fell becanse of imomorality and cormpoon. And the most distarbing
fact abont it is thar even chuarch people have become 5o callonsed to these things
that we are no longer appalled st what is happening.

Hardened to Sin

We are becoming hardensd to sin. As Jeremiah the prophet =aid, we have lost
our ability o bhash {Jeremdah §:15) We have become so sccustomed to invmoral-
ity that it no longer seems (o us to be Immoral.

Instead of charch leaders thimdening forth as prophets of God to wam people
about the penslty of their sins, we are taken up in so mch social planning that
we have no mue for the Bible. Would to God that the chorch would zo back o
preaching the Bible and quit watering down the Gospel! Would to God that we
would Lift the standards high and call people to cross-bearing and self-denial!

We in the church have watered dowm the message and made &t 50 meanimgless to
be a Christan that mamy rebel apamst the chuarch and fum away in diszost.

Who is o blame for this deterorannge morzl simaton? Don't pomd an accusing
finger at young peopls. It is the older peneration that kas failed The school the
church and the home have failed to communnicate (od”s standards.

The Seventh Commandment plainky says, “Tow shall not commit adultery™
(Exodus 20:14). Wowhere does the Bible teach that sex m itself is a sin. But from
(renesis to Revelation, the Bible condemns the wrong use of sex. Men and women
in their sinfol natures have taken what was intended to be a glorious and complede
act of love between two people and have made it something low, cheap and dirty,
The Bible is one of the world's most outspoken books on the subject of sex, and
the Bible condetnns sex outside the bonds of matrimony. The fact that inuooral-
ity is rampant dopsn 't make it right; the fact that some clergymen may condone it
doesn’t make it ght.

The Bible says, "There iz a way that seems right fo a man, but itn end iz the
way gf dearth ™ (Proverbs 16:25). Under the Fewish law, adultery was punishsble
by death Under God's law today, it also resnlts in spiritual death The Bible says,
“She wito ives i pleasure i3 dead while she ves ™ (1 Timothy 5:6). The Bibla
says, “The wages of sin is death™ (Fomans §:23), and “The soul who sing shall
die” {Ezakiel 18:20)

Committing Imimorality

There are many ways that you can conundt immorality. First, vou can connmit
immocrality by evil imaginations, In Genesis 6.5 we read, “Then the Lord sane et
the wickedness qf man was grear in the earth, and that every imfenr of the thowughts
af hix heart war only evil confinually. ” Solomon said, “4x fo man] thainks in ks
heart, o is he” (Prowerbs 23.7).

If your thoughts are evil, then your acts will be evil. If your thonghts are zodhy,
then vour life will be godly. If God destroved the world ence for its confimal evil
imazinations, if is reasonabls 1o balieve thar a1l the sin, nst smd fmmeTality o the
world tnday prieves His heart just as much as they did in that day.

Many people dream of sin and imagine sip—and if granted the opporiunity,
they wonld sin. Al they lack is the oocasion to sin. 5o, in the sight of God they
mmasmnchasﬂuughﬂeyhadacmaﬂycnmmmdlmmmhq

Sec-nnd FOU can cormmit immorality by a look. The Bible places “the lust gff the
ayes ' (1 Iuhn’-‘lﬁjnghta]ungmdmmﬂ'mprm Jesus said, “Whoever looks
at @ woman fo lust for her has already commutied adultery with har in iz heart™
(Mdarthenr 5:28). Peter spoke of “eyes floll gf aduitery ™ (2 Peter 2:14). Mo wonder
Tob zaid, “I made a covenant with my qaes; wiy then should I look upon a young
woman® ™ (31:1).

Third immorality can be committed in the way you dress and in the way
you act. If women deliberataly dress fo enfice 4 man to sin themw they are puilty
whether the act is committed or not.

Several years ago a girl said, “T came forward in 8 meeting and accepied Christ.
A few nights later I was going o a party. When I put on ooy dress and looked in
the mirror, it seemed as though JTesus were looking at me. [ went to my wardrobe
and changed oy dress, and now I dress as though Jesus were my escort each
E'E'EI]IEI.E."

Fourth, mmorality ¢an be committed by reading and looking at pomographic
literature. O pewsstands are filled with the most vile literanare the world has
ever knomm. Many books are written with the deliberate idea of arousing sexual
paszion. Those who write and distribmte such books are gomg fo have a terrible
price to pay on the day of judement, and those whoe buy and read such material

is guilty, I have good

news. Christ Fesns died npon the cross for you. He shed His Blood for you, and the
Bible teaches that “rhe Mood of Jesus Christ hiz Son cleanses us from all zin™ (1
Jobn 1:7). Today you can come o the cross and be forgiven of every sin that you
have ever commirned

When you come to know Christ, there dwells within yvou the Holy Spint, who
Eives you supematural sirength to overcome temptation and evil, so that when
vou face it you don't face it alone. The Spit of God gives yon the power to say,
L.'Hﬂ_ﬂ-

“The Eible condemns sex outside the bonds of matrimony. The fact that ommo-
rality is rampant doesn’t make it right; the fact that some clergymen may condone
it doesn’t make it nght ™

All of us are sempied. If you have oot been temipted, yon are the only one in the
world. Even Christ was teropred. But the Bible teaches thar remptation is not a sin.
The sin comes coly when we yield to the temptation.

“Ah " you say, “but I can't resist the temptanon.™ Yes, you can! God will never
allow you to be tempred bevond your sbility to resist the temptaton. He will make
2 way of ezcape for you (1 Cormthisms 10:13)

If Christ lives i your heart, you don’t have to yvield o soy temptation For the
true baliever in the Lord Jesus Christ, there is a way to escape. The Hoby Spirit
makes that way.

Mzke sure that your heant is consecrated to God. The word mesns “set aparn.”
It Tequires that yon present your body to God. We cannot be dedicated to Christ
without giving Him our bodies.

And don’t be conformed to this world. The Scrnptare says that we are to yield
all of our body fo the Spint, to nghteousness, so that the Holy Spirit can domi-
nate us every moment of the day. Then, the Bible says, sin shall oo longer have
dominion over wow, but vou will be renewed in vour mind by the mind that was in
Christ.

How do you renew the mind? By reading the Word of Fod every day. It fills
yvour mind with God's thoughts for the day, and you will find that those thoughts
will drive out the evil.

Watch wyour thinking for in the battle betweaen the imaringtion and the will, the
imagination usually wins. Watch your reading. Be discriminating about what youa
seg. Be careful where vou go. If you deliberately put yourself in the place of sin,
you will iikely yvield You cannot take fire into your bosom withowut gefting bumed
{Frowverbs 6:27).

Diesire is expelled only by & hizher desire. Let the love of Christ be the fire that
eats up those sinful things.

Scripture quotstions are taken from The Holy Bible, Mew Eing JTames Version,

Thas [is] ehe day which the LORD kath made; we will rejoice and be glad in
if. Psalms 118:24
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YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN USs FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC
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Laughter is Healthy for You

By Buddy Freeman
Madizon County

A bomter said, “it"s petting awiul late snd we have not hit
2 thing yat.™

The second bunter said, “let’s miss two more smd then zo
home "

An older couple took their small pramd=on to their
whisperad “Look Pa Pa, they are soing to pet haincuts.™

A little mrir] was fascinated the first tme she saw ber prandpa fake ont his false testh.
She stood there shorked snd said, “Mow, take off your mose ™

A five year old girl had gone fshing with her srandfather. After so long her grand-
father asked, “Are you having any lock? She replied, “Mo. I don't think the worms
are really Tymg.”

A man came bhome and found his wife ayving. He asked, “Honey, wiy are you cry-
ing™ She said “I'baked a special Pie and the doz ate it.” He said, “Thon't wormy, I
will get von another dog.™

A defendant named Foshna stood before a jundge. The fudee, who happened to be 3
biblical scholar, asked the man, “Are you the Joshua who made the sun stand sall™
The accnsed replied, “Mo, your konor, I'm the Foshna who made The moon shine,™

Dir Buddy Freeman i now serving as the pastor af First Baptist Church of Mar-
shall, NC.

aster Egg Hunt & Activities:

Co-Sponsored by Morganton Parks & Recreation and Summit Community Church

STARTING AT 10AM

* Egg Spoon Relay * Corn Hole Toss * Egg Hop Relay * Face Painting

monning 2 frisky steed. Unfornmately, as soon as my body was in the baskest,
ihe wind rocked the balloon in the opposite direction and I immedistely becams

There was no time to think or react as the pilot aEnpoumced it was Dow or never
and released the tether from the apchor pin. Whar happened next was nothing
short of miraculons. We were suddenty free. finating uporard as the earth be-
low us fell away. I saw my wife as she was waving to me, smiling broadly and
probably thinking of nry lifs insurance policy as she grew smaller and smaller. 1
looked out and all aroumd me a5 my fear vanished replaced by pure adrenaline
and excitement This was a different world I was in and I loved 1i! The now
gantle sunonn breezes camied the balloon over the once farmiliar landscape as 1
gaimed my bearings and began my search for familiar landmarks. Owerhead and
in the distance were other balloons, lamched moments bafore our own, no longer
landlocked honans bt instead, novice aeronaats. As I peered below, I conld see
ireetops refreating behind ns, revealing evidence of being embraced by cool Octo-
from the thoughts of cold winter months to come. A family was nmming aroumd
in their couniry fammyard, playing with their five herding dogs while enjoying the
last remaiming hour of daviight

Al of this overwhelmed the sences and diverted the reality that there were foar
humam beings nestied in 8 small wicker basket, snspendsd only by nylon and hot
air, and all shaning the same space with three propane tanks—just awesome!!
Match amyome? But those facts seemed insignificant in comparisoa to the oppor-
manity fo see the magnificent landscape before ns; the bigger pictore.

We all, at times, nead to be taken away from the ordinary to experience the
exracrdinary. We are so busy living our mundane Hives, so content in leading a
“heads down-worker bee” existence that we fail to see the big pichare, what God
tmuly has lined np for us, what our mission should be. There are times when we
will be asked to step out m faith inmo the uofamdlist for the sake of the zreater
gond. How willing are you? What
yourself (and a1l of your baggagze)
aside fior the banefit of another? For
onlby God sees the bigger picture; our
task is jost fo tust and obey. Like
the pilot of the hot air balloon, God
kmowws what needs to be done, how to
navigake a ciroumstance, and what to
steer away from. All vou have o do
is =it back, listen and act when called
wpon o G vour part.

When the sun finally started to
being spectators to participants,
tasked with looking for hizh tension
cables and possible landing locations,
while spitting into the air to calolate
we descended on to the hard earty
of reality, safe and soumd, we were
still on a collectve high, knowing we
shared life changing moments that
we would never have experienced if
we had held back and remsined in
our sane. safe little world. Am T still
acrophobic?. YES! Wounld I ke
part in another hot air halloon excnr-
sion some day? In z heartbeat! For
I hawe savored the sweemess of the
extraordinary and yearn for another
Tase.

Sreve Wilson is from Granite Falls
and he does rome wriing in kis
spare iime, mostly rgfleciions an how
Grod is seen through even the small
Fas a blog site called: Fegp:anww
Hfesimplyspoken com where ha posis
iz stories.

» Storytelling * Fresh Popcorn/Concessions

Starting Time For Egg Hunt Wil Be Prompty At 11am

Candy and plastic eqggs will be scattered in 4 respactive age groups:
2yrs&under / 34yrs / 57yrs / 8-10yrs « 3 Grand Prize Eggs will be hidden in each age division.

You are invitec
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Emr'gmun Church

How to Enjoy Life
By John McCoury

Bur the frreit of the Spirtt is love, Jov, peace, longsyffering, gemtleness, good-
ness, fidth, Galatians 5:32

Roan Mountain, Tennessea

A5 we look at Ecclesiastes 5-1-20 we need to Leam to
let God be God; that is the first thing He daclares to us. The
lessons of life will fall into place when you leam that. God is
in charge of life, so let Him be in charge; take these lessone
from His hands. The place fo learn that is in the house of
Grod. When you go there, guard your steps; m other words,
entar thoughtfully, expect o be taught something. In ancient Istael, of course, the
house of God was the temple in Jerusalem. There sacrifices were offered, and
the people were mstracted about what they meant. There the Law was read, and
the wisdoon of God abont life was given to people; this marvelous Cd Testament
was mnfolded, with its remendous insights into the tuth abput life, about what
bnmanity basically and fimdamentally is. The temple was the only place in the
land where people could leam these things. In our day the house of God is no
longer 3 nilding. We muest be clear about that. Yon, the people, are the honse of
Grpd. What the Searcher is saying is that when yon gather topether a5 the people of
Grpd, be enrpectant; there is something to be leamed.

Second, be =ays, listen carefully. A fool is somebody who utters nsnally false
things. What the Searcher clearly has in mind bere is our tendency to complain
and pnurmmar abont what has been handed s in life. When we grips and srouse
about our circumstances, we are really complaming agamst God. We are com-
plaining sbout the choice God has made in His wonderfal plan for our life. We
will newver learn to enjoy anything that way, oot even our pleasures, let alone our
pain. So, he says, listen carsfolly, for smong the people of God the math of God is
being declared;
the wisdom of
God 1= being
set forth A man
s21d to me. I
have been going
throngh a pain-
ful experience
this past wes=k.
I leamned to ses

ing. There iz a
man wha is learming tmth about himself Lord, forzive me for my smooth-tonzued
attitudes when I come into Your presence. Teach me o geard my steps and listen
careflly to Your words. What is the first thought that pops into our mind when we
a=k: Who is in charge? Have we leamed to let God be God and to bombly inguire
and listen o His wisdom? Enjoyvment does not come from possessions or riches;
nor does it come from companionship, popularity, and fame; or from the approval
and admiration of others. Enjoyvment comes by knowing the living God and taking
everyining from His hand with thanksgziving, whether it is pain or pleasure. That
is the gift of God, and that is the lesson of this great book. Wotice how the chapter
closes: He seldom reflects on the days of lis life, becanse God kesps him oc-
cupisd with gladness of heart (BEoclesiastes 5-30). Have you ever met people like
that? They have lived a fll life bot they never talk ahont the past Some people
live in the past. William Fandolph Hearst, who amassed one of the grest fortunes
of our tme, ended his days amidst all the hoxury and splendor of the castle that he
bmilt i sonthem Californis, siting in a basement, playing over and over again the
movies of his paramour fromm Hollywood m an effort to find a degree of enjoy-
ment from the past. When people discover the richness of life that God has pro-
vided, they do not think of the past or even talk about it They do not talk about
the fiuture, either, because they are so fchly mvobved with the saver of life right
now. How good it is to koow the living God, fo know that He confrols whar comes
it your life. He expects von to make choices; Scriphare abways encourages that
But rejuice in the wisdom of a Father's beart and richly enjoy what is handed vou
day-bry-day; that is the secret of life. Such a one seldom reflects on the days of his
lifie becanse God will kesp him ocoapied with gladness of heart. Yes, Lord. It is so
zood to know You and be given the freedom to enjoy all that You provide for me
day by day . Tme enjoyment in life comes from a specific knowledze which results
in constant thanksgiving. This is the great lesson and gifi of God that enables us o
enjoy kife?

Jokn MeCoury iz pastor gf Evergreen church in Roan Moumbain, Tennesses and
alze chaplain ar Roan Highlands Nursing Center:

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“A Lirde Ont OFf The Way, Bur ALOT Less fo Pay™

Authonzed Jonsered,
Redmax, & Toyestove
Dealer:

» Fertilizer » Sprayers

* Chemical * Fence Supplies
» Garden Seed * Drain Tile

* Red Max weedeaters * Pet Supplies

» Grass Seed

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC , JEITF& David Gn[ﬁth
4301 NC 197 North d:wﬂgtﬁﬂﬁ&@:ﬁ'ﬂhertnm
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@ frontier.com

Yo are of Ged, hitde clnldren, and have evercome them:
becanse greater is he that 15 in vou, than he that 15 in the

world. 1 Jelhn 4:4
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Mitchell County Chamber Fartners

with Mitchell County Schools
By Pat JTenzen
Mitchall County

County Schools for Smadents(@Work Month

The Mitchell Connty Chamber and its new workforce
County Schools to present the Smdents@Work Month to
L{nchﬂlﬂmntysmﬂeschuulmuhnmdmngﬂnmnmhufh{ﬂﬂl

is a project of the Worth Carolina Business Commities for Edaca-

fion in parmership with the Morth Caroling Deparmment of Public Instrucnion. The
goal is for Morth Carclins busmesses to help middle school smdents in their com-
onmity ses e opporinites that exist in the workplace.

The Chamber is working with Pam Piiman, Business Career Coordinator at

Boeman Middle School and Shes Fenfro ar Har- /

MITGHELL COUNTY

Chamber was eager to be a part of this project
EHAMBEN BF OQODMMILNEE

in Mitchell County Schools to bring our lecal
msiness and industry commmanity together with
the middle school smdents at both Harris and
Boaman schools,™ said Pathi Tensen, Executive
Diirector of the Mitchell County Chamber. “We
appreciate the opportumity that Fin Hodshon,
CTE Director of Mitchell County Schonls and the Business Caresr Coordinstors
at the middle schools gave us to parmer with them, ™

Instead of taking place during one concentrated week, StodentsZ Work™ pro-
zram will be held thronghount the month of MMarch with a specific industry focus
for each week dhring the month. The smdents will have exposure to local usiness
and mdustry and a variety of careers through speakers, exhibits by kocal busi-
nesses and feld trips.

March 4-8: Education, Healthcare and Public STUDENTS WORK
Service

Mdarch 11-15: Small Business and

March 18-22: STEM (science, technology, enginesring math)

Mizrch 25-29- Hospitality, Tourizm and Eetail

The Students@ Work™program is 3 perfect example of the types of engage-
ments that the Chamber’s new workforce development mitiative plans to have
with Mitchell Coumty students o raise the exposure, awareness and education of
the types of careers that are available in Mitchell County,™ said Jensen “In addi-
fiom, our member basinesses are interested in knowing ways that they can support

our local schools and the workforce development programs in the coumty,™

Businesses are encouraged to participate in the Stdent=@Work month by
signing up to speak o smdents abont their business, indusoy or career during the
mdustry week that highlights their busimess sector. Speakers can choose one or
both schools and can work with the coordinators to select 3 day and fime slot that
works best for them. Businesses are also invited to set up a booth/fable during
the lumnch breaks at the middle schools to kighlizht their company and provide
imformation for students. Any business interested in being a part of the Stadents@
Work week should email Pam Pitman at Bowman Middle at ppitman/gmmhslive.
net, or Shea Renfro at Hamis Middle af srenfrogimhbslive net.  Businesses may
also call the Mitchell Comnty Chamber office with any guestions they might have

About the Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce

The mission of the Mitchell County Chamber of Conmmerce is fo support busi-
ness and promote conumumdty, The Chamber is made up of hundreds of busi-
nesses, indusiries and mdividwals whose goal is 1o promote Mitchell County, the
surmounding region and Its economy.

The Chamber operates tano locations in Mitchell County. The Mitchsll County
Visitor's Center is located in the Musewm of W_C. Minerals, just off the Blue
Ridpe Parkway. The Visitor's Center preets over 200,000 visitors each yesr and
provides them with information about the county. Administrative offices for the
Chamber are located on Crystal Soest in downtown Spmce Pine.

Patii Jemsem iz Interim Divector gf the Mirchall Cownty Chamber of Commerce.

The Prayer Triangle in Witnessing
Ey Rev. John B. Sorensen

Prayer is one of the preatest privileges of havinz a
personal relationship with Tesus Christ. (rod speaks to us
throngh His Word, and praver gives us the opporuanity to
communicate with Him When we pray, we becoms aware of
our dependence on the Lord at all tfimes.

5o, it makes sense that prayer is a critical element in shar-
ing o faith. Exvery aspect of our ouireach efforts should be thoroughly coverad
with prayer from the begmming to the end and everything in between.

Ask God to Lead
&od brings people along our path every day who need to bear gbout Him. Many
of us walk past these divine appoinonents without ever noticing them When we
ask, God opens our eves (o see oppormnities fo share the Gospel wherever we go.
Prayer Challenge: Make a list of ten peopls yvou know need Jesus and pray for
them by name Keep that list m your Bible or a place where you will see it every
day: Then look for opporfumities to share your faith with them.

Don’t Go Alone

Grod conumands us to “go into all the world” tat doesn't leave ns to accomplish
that task alome. “Tou will recatve power whan I&EHE@MM o you,; and
,}mmﬂhmmr:‘nm:— =

” {Acts 1:8). While

itjsnnrrapmsihilit}'
to share the (rospel it
is the Holy Spirit who
brings understanding to [0
the person hearing it.

Prayer Challenge:
Every time you share
your faith with an-
other person, invite the
Holy Spirit to join the
comversation. Whils F
speaking with someome
about God and His love,
inwardly pray for the
Hely Spirit to intervene in thar person’s heart.

Invite Others to Pray

Even m today’s culture, people are more willing to accept prayer than we
think One church i Fresnoe, Califomis. reserved a booth at the local fanmers
market and bumg a banner that simply said “Meed Prayer?” They were amazed at
how many people stopped by for prayer and the opportanities it crested to share
the Gospel. Some visitors made professions of faith nght thers.

Prayer Challenze: When vou share the Gospel with someone, offer fo pray
with them. Invite them to accept the gift of eternal Life through prayer night where
they are. “Everyone who calls on the pame of the Lord will be saved.” (FRomans
10:13)

We all can become effectve withesses for Christ. Ask God today to reveal
people in vour life who need the Gospel. Bepin to pray daily for them Fely on the
Holy Spirit to direct your conversations.

The Gospel is powerful. Share it with boldness.

Rev. Jokn B. Sorenzen, DD iz the President'CEQD gff Evamgeiizm Explosion fnter-
national, headguartered in Arden, N.C. EE has been a leader in equipping Chriz-
tiams to share therir faith for more than 30 years. For more free tips and nesources,

Whaom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see
haim not, yet beheving, ve rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory: 1 Peter 1:8

= Hazardous Tree
Remouval

= View Clearing
* Pruning

= Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* RBucket Truck Service

Certified Arborist + Insured ¢ Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Retaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113
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Lost Ina Lost World
By Alan Griffin

50 many pecple are dymg, blinded by
the darkess of their mindz. Some are liv- LS8
ing an illusion of racial pride, while others B
believe it iz nation against nation Fast an-
other form of hatred—placing themselves
above others, condemmming those who do
not agree with their way, and killmg those
who refise to submit to their authonity.
Feligious hatred has always been ram-
pant in the world * We can now add the term “revelntion™ to relizions factons,
becanse they are just as viclent as all the others. Everyone thinks they have the
ment and this brings social pridlock where we are divided one against anpther,
and in the end this will result in war.

Feasom is not A term wsed in the search for understanding smyvmore. Mo one
wants to look at things as they really are. bat they have a blinded influence that
leads them to imsanity. Feality is glanced over for religious and political ideol-
ozy. Feason is the comprebension of a sound nund nsing geed motivaton and
qudzment and is grounded o the reality of intelligent fact. Bemoving all false-
hoods and siripping things down o pure reality is the beginning of reason. It is
knowledge and wisdom of how things really are. I hope and pray that in the end
love finds usg all zafe and free from the darkness that has consnomed this earth into
jecpardy.

I believe everything in the Bible is tme. I &ry to be obedient o how the Bible
tells us to ive. I oy 1o be froitfol by sharing the word of God with others. T oy to
set 3 pood example for others to follow, and to help those of us who are in nead.
When I was consumed with sin T envisioned this to be a hard tife, living withoat
the things T desired. I foumnd ont I was wrong, becanse living i sin I was without
the most inportant thing there is; a personal relationship with Jesus Chrst through
daily Bible study and prayer. Laugh if you like, tum your nose up, and walk away.
I think the worldly person, the umsaved, is the one who is narealistic. They spend
their whole life prefending that they are i the know, and that they are in charge of
what they think and say. They bave to pretend day afiter day that they are nof go-
ing to die. If is a fuzry reality and a fantasy, and in the end sz brings forth death,
amd death brings fonth separation from God.

I believe the Christian is the mme realist. He is already m preparation for the
futare. He is making ready for the next step in life, a life with God thronghont
gll etermity. We owe our confidence to Christ, a5 we wait o be delivered into the
futare, coming e the
full kmowledze of God.
Druring the Lifetime of
the sitmer be is forced
o close his eyes to the
trath He pretends it
isn’t there =0 he can
evil ways. When one
of his friends falls over
dead he simply says,
“tpo bad™ and moves
on In the back of his
nund he knows that
one day he will be next
because he hasn’t made awy plans for his futore. He is forced to go throngh life
pretending and believing his own Lie.

“Come now, and let us reazon fogether,™ Says the LOBRD, “Though your sims
are ke scarier, Thay shall be as white as snow, Though they are red like crimson,
They shall be ar woal. If you are willing and obedvent, You shall ear the pood of
the land, But ifvou refise and rebel, You shall be devoured by the sword ™, For
the mouth gf the LORD has spoken. Izaish 1:18-20 (METV) The messaze we
receive from God shows us how deceitful the appearance of the world is. It takes
info acooumt the relationship between God and man the relatonship we have with
sin, the responsibility and accoumtability we have becanss of it; the cost we pay
for livimg in sin is judement and desth. Christian belief is always on the side of
regson.

The view of the world is that we ate always oo an upward mend. Mo one should
be foeled by this. If von have lived on this earth long enough, you realize every-
thing is getting worse. In my life I have seen sin completaly consume the world
Mankind has been souggling for a long tme, and it shoald be obwvions to evervone
that things are not germng better. Aan has a distinct desire for sinfolness, and it
should be proof to evervone that there is a very basic problem with man. It is the
thoughts that come from within that canse us 1o sin. We are sick on the inside.
We are 3 fallen race that was led captive by our ancestors, and we have lost our
freedom to the power and control of Satan

Tiv escape thiz horrble plight we have to give oursehves sway to 2ain contrel,
wa have to nurender our life to set curselves free throngh Tesus Christ. “Wash
yoursalves, make yeursehves clean; Pur away the evil af your doings from bafbre
My epes. Cense to do evil, Learn fo de good, Seek jusfice, Rebuke the oppressor,
Dgfemd the fartheriess, Plead for the widos: ™ Isaish 1:16-17 (METV) I base all
these observations on the fact that the bmman race is penshing. A fireman can save
2 man from a burning house, but be can't stop the man from poing right back in
the fire agzin. A pardon is based on our intention of reforming; nnless we fuom to-
ward God and tum away from sin, forgiveness doesn't do us any good because we
contimne in our old ways, moning back into the fire of hell. In spirimal matters,
there is no rezson to teach forziveness if our intention is not to reform.

Drom’t go through this world being a spectator. Drugs, alcohol, television, and
video games are all spectator sporis. Get imvolved with life, and feel the differ-
ence 3 personal relationship with God can make. Dioing what's nght in life is
good for the soul, and if we are willing to be obedient we will not only enjoy the
zood Life bere on earth, bat we will have a finture life with Christ that will take us
thronghout etemity. Fod is calling you with sound doctrine and reasen. The voice
of the Lord is calling out fo you: “Come now, and ket us reason together.” Con-
sider God’s pracious plan of salvation and yield to His Spirit and obey. “Though
your sins are lke scarlet. They shall be as white a5 snow; Though they are red like
crimson, They shall be as wool.” I was kost but now am found, and [ was blind
now I see the wonderfinl world God has i store for me.

*Paraphrased from the Moody Blnes song, “Lost in a Lost World.™

Alan Griffin started the Kdsmchrizt miniziries in Novembar 1007, He has worked
with tnner city kds for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure that would reach peaple gf all ages and has hean wrinng since 2005, Tha
miniziry has expanded their websites o reach around the world, Kidznchrist com,
millenmialchriztian.com, feensnchrist.com, senlorsnchrist.com, Piciume-Verse. com,
and souhwarks-smalleronps.com. W had an ontreach gfover 13,000 000 people
Tast year with 36, 000,000 impressions. [fvou have any guesiions for dlan you can
reach kim at alan(@kidsnchrisi.com

Carolina Home Care

Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care
Medicaid Covered Services Other Services
= In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
= CAP for Disabled Adulis & Children = Insurance
= AP Choice = W& Homemaker Service
= Pediatric Murse Aids - Companion/Sitter
- Respite
Dur in-Home Aldes are suparvised by a registersd nurse
who Is avallable during all hours worked by the aide.

Phone (828) 765-4343 «» (8606) 7T65-4340

{ Replacement
Center

SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186

Qak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM - MON-FRI

www. brenews.com
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes

{,E’*mhng for a cleaner community

and a environment, <)>_/,\
L) e A&

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

- SOFT ICE CREAM
| Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Obedient Heart Fellowship

Peter's Vision
By Jim Huskins
MeDowell Cowrnty

I was tanghe from the cradle thar Christans ara
free to eat any tvpe of meat. A cited teort is Peier's
vision in Awcts 10 When I point ont that this passage
15 not about food T am often asked, “If God did not want Pefer to kill and eat, wity
did he tell him to do so? This is 3 valid question, and my response is, “Did God
acmally want Abraham to kill Tszac? Of course not. In both cases our Creator
was conveying a radical teaching through exreme fmagery.

Petar was instucted three fimes to kill and eat something which God’'s Torsh
forbids using for food He knew that he should not vielate a basic command of
Torah, and werse 17 says that he was perplexed when Gentfiles fiom the houss
of Comelins arrived asking for him Comelins, a God-fearing zentfile, had been
granted the appearance of an angel bearing a message from the Father. The
mescaze was that Comelivs was to send for Simon Peter, and that Peter would,
“Declare to you a message &y which yvou will be saved. ™ (Acts 11:14) Emizzaries
from Corelivs armved where Peter was staving immediately after he had seen the
vision of the unclean animals and was trovbled conceming its mesning.

Peter did not irmmediately awake from the vision mmd think I"m supposed to
start eanmpe mest that God declared to be abomination This event ook place ten
to fifteen years after Pentecost. The fact that he had never eaten anything unclean
gives lie to the claim that Fesus did awsy with distary laws in Mark 7 or Matthewr
15, Peter was an Apostle of Christ's Church. He knew that Jesus Chost is the
same yesterday and todsy and forever. He knew that Jesus kept Torzh and tanght
theat it wiould be in effect for as long as hesven and earth remain. Wothing in the
record of Peter’s vision gives any indication theat Peter considered even for a sec-
ond the possibility that this vision was God saying that He had changed His mind
alvout what is and is not food

Peter’s vision is no more shout food than God's test of Abraham’s faith was
ahont nmrdenng the son of the promise or Joseph's dream meant the sun, moon
and stars would Hterally bow dowmn to him or Pharaoh’s dream was abouat Etmr:q.'
cows eating fat cows or the Par- g
alle of the Scwaer was shout fanm-
ing. Peter’s vision was about God
brnging Gentiles and Hebrews
topether. This act would invohe
brdping an unimaginakble culnaral
divide, and our Father knew that
such a process wonld require,
among other things, poweriil
metaphor.

Acts 10:17-23 is gnpping. It
=xys that while Peter was per-
plexed abont what his vision
myizht mean three gentiles sent to him by Comelivs armved. He was instrocted
by the Holy Spint to acoompany thess men without hesitation. He met therm at
the door, told them be was the one they sonzht, and invited them to lodge for the
night Without his vision and the prompting of the Spirit, Peter would NEVER.
bave mwited Genriles to lodge in a Jewish home The nuracle of God's plan for
umifying his children is already taking place.

The next day, Peter accompanied these men o Caesarea to the home of Come-
lims where he had assembled his family and foends to bear what Peter might say.
When we encovnter God, we want everyone we care about to knowr it We want
everyone we care sbout to know Him. Cornelins had received a divine message
and he refized to shat up until everyons he loved shared in that meszaze Peter
found many gathersd imside the home of Comelins to bear 3 word from God

We know without doubt that Peter’s vision kas nothing to do with food because
Peter himself, through the power of the Spint, inferprets that vision for us in verse
28 “God has shown me that T showld not call any person common or unciean.”™
He did not say that God now requires us to eat shrimp cocktail or ham sandwiches
or cat fritters of rat fondue. He said, “God has shown me that I shonld not call any
person conumon of naclean ” He repeats this interpretation before the Terusalem
Council in Aces 15, The meaning and message of Peter's vision is that, through
faith in God's Son, Gentles are now able o join God's chosen people.

God never changed hiz mind or his instructions regarding what he established
as food for humans. Those instmcotions were clearly stated in Levitions 11 and
Denteronoy 14 Those mstruetions were clearly taught by Tesus and clearly
umderstood by the early Clhurch. Those same instmctions will be clearly enforced
by our Bdessiah when he retums.

The latter part of the book of Izaiah is a seriss of Second Coming prophecies.
Isaizh §5:1-5 inchedes 3 list of behaviors which provoke hessish fo His face.
Prominent on that list is eating pig’s fech and the broth of tainted meats. Iszish
chapter &8 inchades the powerfil prophesies of peace like a river and the comfort
of 3 loving mother, but it also incluwdes, in verse 17, the proonise that those found
eafing pig’s Hesh will come fo 2o end.

Many who claim to follow Christ “sincerely™ believe that God's dietary re-
quirements have been changed or rescinded  That's not what the Bible teaches_ Je-
sws made it clear in Matthew 7:21-23 that our sincerity is irmelevant. The standard
by which we will be judzed is our obedience. We will not on that day be sble
use the exouse that someone taught us incorrectiy.

Obedient Hesrt Fellowship believes that the enfire Bible is e and relevant.
We accept salvation by grace through faith o Jesus, and we attempt to love and
serve Him by keeping his commandments. We meet each Sabbath—Seventh
Day—at Abba’s House, 72 South Main Sweet in Madon, 10000 A M. E2E-460-
7213

Jim & Beverly Huslhin: are members gf Obedient Heart Fellowship.
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Take the "Do Not Disturb”

Sign Off Your Life
By Joyce Meyer

Jesus was a master storyieller. Mamy times when peopls
acsked Him questions, He responded with parables to help
them understand the point He was trying to make.

For example, in Luke 10:23-28, a lawyer, who is
described in The Amplified Bible as “an expert in Mosaic
Law, ™ asked Tesns, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit etemal lifa?” When Jesus
asked him what the Law szid, the lawyer’s response was, “Tou shall love the Lord
your God with ail your keart, andg with all your soul, and with ail your strangth,
e with all your mind; and your neighbor az yourse]f™ (v. 27T).

When Jesus told him he was correct, the man then asked, “Who iz sy naigh-
for!" and Jesns responded by telling him the story of The Good Samaritan.

In this parakble, we read about a man who was going from Jemsalem o Jenicho
when he enconntered robbers who sripped him and beat him lesving him half
dead Afier this, a priest came along, but when he saw the man he passed by on
the other side. Then a Levite (3 very religious man) came by and did the same
thing.

Verses 33-35 (ESV) sav. “Bur a Samaritan, ar ke jowrneyed, camea fo whera
ha was, and when he saw kim, he had compazsion. He went to him and bound
up Ris wounds, pouring
on oif and wine. Then ke
zaf hire on Ris own animal
and browught kim fo an imn
amd fook care af kim. _And
the next day he took out
o denarii and gave tham
mr&emh@n':mrmg,

I lowe how Jesus said the Samaritan “had compassion™ for this man  so he
stopped his journey to care for im and then taks him to 8 place where he could
safely rest and receive the halp he needed wntil be was better. It wasn't 8 quick,
easy jobr, either. And this Samaritan was going somewhere, just like the priest and
the Levite, but be was willing to be infermupted to take care of someone in need.

Aalke Allowances for Divine Interruphions

We all have moments when something comes along that can infermapt our plan,
and sometmees they are “divine interroptions™ we should fake. We shouldn't be so
forused oo doing what we want, or planned, to do all the tme that we linit God
when He wanis 0 use us to help someone else. That's like walking around with a
“Dio Mot Disturb™ sign hanging around our necks.

I often hang this sign on my door at hotels when T don't want to be bothered,
and that's akay. But it's not okay to have this attimde when God wants to infermapt
our plan.

If we're really going o love people the way Jesus loves us—following the
example He showed us of how to walk in love—then we can’t kave a selfish, salf-
centered mindset that says, “Don’t bother me. T don’t want you in my space!™

A Day in the Life of Jesas

Matthew chapter & gives ns some msight about Tesus® Llife oo Earth. Verse
1 zays, “Whemn he came down_fhom the mountain, grear crowas followed him™
(ESV. Motice that Jesus “came dowm from the monntin * He spent time alone
with His Father before He went about His day, reaching out to others. If He
needed to do this, then we need time alone with God even mora!

In verse 2, a leper came to Fesns and asked Him to heal him. “dnd Jesus
sirgiched out iz hand and fouched him, saying, Twill; be clean. " And immediane-
Iy his leprogy was clagnsed ™ Jesus made Himself available to people in nesd as
He followed God's plan each day. He was willmg to g0 to people who had neads.
When we see people in need but it°s not convenient for us to help them, it"s easy
o say, “God bless you! I can’t stop what I'm doing to help yon but I'1 pray for
you!™ And there will be times when distractons and mnterruptions are not part of
God's plam.

But I've found that many times, God wants me to allow Him to change the
course of my day so He can use me to bless someone else. I could be a small act
of kindwess that only takes 3 fewr minutes or it conld be something that totalky
chianzes my day. Bither way, when I'm following Jesws, I never have regrats!

I want to encourage you to pray every day, “God, what can I do for YOLT today?
You'll be amazed at the ways He works in and through your Life when von do—
even when it intermupts your plamn.

For more on this fopic, order Joyoe's three-CD series Do Unto Others. You can
also confact ms to receive our free magzzine, Enjoying Everyday Life, by callmg
B0y T2T-0673 or visiting www. oy CEmMEyEL OTE.

Pleasze note: The views and opinions expressed throughout this publicanon and’
or website are those of the respective authors and do not necessamly reflect those
of Foyre Meyer Minisiries.

Jovce Meyer s a New York Iimes bestzelling author and founder gf Joyee Mayer
Miniztries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, including Barilefield of

the Mind and Cherioad: How fo Unpiug, Umwind and Unleash Toursef from the

Pressure gf Stress (Hachetiel. She hosts the Exjoying Everyaay Life radio and TT
programs, whchmrmtﬁum af stations waridheide. For more imfoemation,

GROW

AGRIBUSINESS SUMMIT

v All sessions customized for
LLl agriculture-based businesses!
g

* GROWING WITH THE RIGHT MARKETING
» THE BUSINESS OF ORGANIC

« USING AGRITOURISM TO DIVERSIFY

« INTRODUCTION TO HIGH TUNNELS

® RULES & REGS- SIMPLE FOOD MANUFACTURING
* RULES & REGS- HIGH-RISK FODDS

* FRESH PRODUCE SAFETY & FLOW OM THE FARM
 BOOKKEEPING AND TAX BASICS I: H I D AY

Free, full-day event. }W{IF 8

LI
I:D m Pre-registration required, g 5

MAYLAND COMMUNRITY COLLEGE SRC

B
THE

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thro window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
=Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
=Aszk about our “Healthy Kids Program”

HOURS:

M-F 8am-7pm
Sat. Bam-d4pm
Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

www. brenews . com
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Christian Action League of NC

America Moving from Abortions ‘Safe,
Legal and Rare' to Merriment over
Infanticide

Bw Bev Mark Creach

C Democrats Inroduced Aborion Bill Sinvlar o
New York's m 2017

Anch of America was shocked to learn about Mew
Work's passage of 3 law that allews for an shormon
during all mine rwoeths of A woman's pregnancy, sd
for awy resson. The law so expands abortion that even
2 child bom alive in a betched procedure isn't protected. The pew law says health
cars practittoners that are not physicizes may also ferminate the child within the
womb. If removes shortion foan Mew York's state crimimal code, meaning if a
baby in uteto was to die from an assanlt oa a woman there could be po severs
prosecntion. Furthenmora, the Mew Yook law allews young girls of every age o
have an abormon withons parental consant,

The pazsage of the abordon bl was met with cheers and thundarons applanse
in the Gallery of the Stare Sepate. Afrer signing the legizlation in the Capreal’s
Fed Foom Govemor Cueme ordered the state’s One World Trade Canrer’s spire,
the Gov. Maro M. Coooe Bridze, the Fosciusrko Bridze, and the Alfrad E.
Zimith Buildieg, to be Lt up in celebratory piek.

If ever the conamy was seemingly and largely inummized froa the vmspeakahis
evil of clold-killing, what happered recently in Mew York should be the anddots,
Wickednoess iz always progressive, and Americans are moving foa the so-callad
aixjecove of making abordons “safe, lezgal and rare™ o mermiment over infanticide.

Whar adds to these alarming circumstances is thar “before Mew York's legisla-
mre voted o remnove gestattonal limuts on sborton, seven stares and Washingron,
D.C. already had laws allowing third-oimester abortions.” reports the Christan
Ppst. Those smates say CP are Alacka, Colorado. Wew Hampshire, Mew Tersaw,
New Mexico, Wew York, Orezon, and Varmont, and the naton’s capital What
is mare, evary state that bas laws banmens late-tenn abortions sall allow ttander
certzin ciromstanees, ons of which can inclhede “mental health” — a loophols m
shortion rizhes law large anongh throwgh which a lecomotve conld pass.

Tast recantly a Virginea delegate. Kathy Tran (T, pusked for the passage of her
kill, which failed bar would have allewed sbortion &t every stage of pregnancy
inclnding during labor. Bhode Istand's Gov. Gina Bamnonde (V) has been push-
ing for legisladon that allows abertions vl live birth and also mamples parental
rizhts by allowing minors to have an sbormmow withour parental consent.

Morth Carglindans peedn’t rest exsy either. In 2017, companion lagislaton
inmadaced by Dewocrats in the stare House and Senare was very similar wo MNew
Work's pew abordon Law. IWeither plece of lagizsladon. 5. B. 588 — Whole Womman's
Health Act and HE. 583 by the same ntle, were acted upon by the House or
Senape. and it's 2 good thing they didn’t. The lemislanon would have lezalized
late-term abortions, repealed the state’s “Wonan's Fizght to Eoow,” law, legal-
izad sex-selection abortons, sllowed physician zssistant abortions, allowed post
20 we=k sbortons to be perfonned in clinics, eviscerated statistical reporting of
sbortions, expanded the tvpe of physicians who could pecfonn sbortons o oy
paysicizn and pot sitoply an OBAGYTT or those with expensnce.

Certamly, if the Demaocrats had beer in the majority and oot the Fepublicans,
the lezisladon wonld kave succeeded, and oar carrent Governor, Foy Coopar (D),
wionld kave gleefnlly sigped it into Law. That's not being polidcally partisan; i's
just the reality of the maimer,

Three vears bafore the Supreme Cowrt's decision 1o legalize abortion, Dir Mdal-
colm Warts wrote for the Califormia Dedical Associanom

“The waditoeal Western ethic bas always placed grest emphasiz on the inmnsic
worth and equal valus of every lnwnan lifs regardless of its smge or conditnon
Thiz atlic had the blessing of the fudeo-Chrisnan bertage and has been the

basis for most of our Laws
znd mnch of our social
policy. .. This waditional
athic is =6l clearly donoi-
nant, but thera is much

o suggest that it is being
ergded at tts core and
may evenmally even be
shandoned. ..

We are now 2t thar
point i o wartonal
history where the core
argsion is giving way to
shandonment

If this barbarism evar
ands, it will be becanse
thase whao leve Christ and
Enow the Word of God
bave fearlessly pro-
claimed the moth and shown the way. The media certaimly won't do it The news
media was once good for telling the whele story, but not snymars.

I vesteryear, the pewsraels displayved in their reports the smacizted daad bod-
ies of Tews ptlad like cordwood that bad beep killed by the Maziz. Durmng the Tim
Crow era, the mediz presented picnes of blacks byuched froon mess with Whits
Supramacists standing arcund ke it was 3 comaounity picmdc. When the Viemam
War was going on, major news outlers brought the hormfic mages of thar conflict
imto our living repms. Armerican woops wete bared as they were: bloody, urnad,
shot and tlown to pieces. These days, howsever, we naver se2 the news showing
what happeas to an infant chateg su acial abortdon, especially a late-tenn abor-
ton. We can't hear the stlenr screamn, We don't s=e the docror plunge the poison-
ous needls into the linde one’s beating keart. We nevar see the lags, amms. wrsos.
znd ether body parts of uwbom children cozing from a bloody birth canal or cast
info the wash afrer the abortonist™s keife kas done its ghastly work. Meatther do
we wimass the mfant from a spedled abortion laft undsrmaath 3 pile of towels,
naglected on a cold clinic mble, or rvisting like a live prece of refuss in a bedpan

All of these grisly things remnain hidden spd kept e secret. It would seem if the
state of Mew Yotk had done something so smpendons 35 o light up 2 city with
fesave lights, then the news mediz onzhr to let the public see what's acmally
btemg celebrated. Bur do vou thiek that will kapper? Wo, becanse if they did the
practice of sborton nught be abandooed m a Mew York nuputs.

Christans need to see that It can oo longer be businass a5 usnal This is oot
o subtly suzzest violence, or soame unlawial means must be employed 1o hale
the bliz on life's sancuny, God forbid! Mevamheless iv is to suggest Christans
lovingly sharmg the Gospel of Christ with people m the abortion fisld, educating
others from a pro-life perspecave contributing gensronsly to the pro-life cause,
and sapportng polincians and legislatnen which will protect and praserve lifs,
Mot importantly, Christans peed to stop bame hypocritical apd having abortions
themszalvas,

It is also to suggest that if Christ's amissaries and other pro-lifers cammot dem-
onsirare @ passion equal to or supenor o thar of sbotion proponsnts, the killing
will continus. It will grow vavd] next it is the aged, the weak, the sick, the polin-
cal meject, e, If they can find a justification for celebrating the destruction of an
innacent and defensaless zestafional nine-toonth-old baby, they can find the same
for killimg vou!

Reoverend D Mark Creech i3 Executive Director gf the NC Christian Action
League. Tou may contact him af rvmarkecreech @ chrizfanacionisague. org or
QIO-FET-Q404

iller

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

WAY Erie .
Asl Insurance

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

"INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”
-H.0. Hirt, ERIE Founder

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

warw brenews_ com
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‘Euuki: 4-H Robotics Tea

Competes at State Championship

By EKim Slomick
Mirchall Couniy

This rookis robotics teamn, Lazer Catz

bays and 2 zirls thart are all part of a 4-H Club called Appa-
lachian 4-H'ers. The Catz have worked bhard to develop their

15 made up of five

ragearch and soategy o compete in FIRST Lego League’s

Into Orbit challenge. This vesrs” FIRST Lego League challenzs was to idanrify a
physical ar spcial problem faced by omians during long duration space explora-
tion. Then teams peed to design a solution 1o selve their ideatified problam and
share the soluton with others. Each yaar FIEST 1eleases a real life scientific
challenze for Lego Laague robotics teams 1o research They are also judzed oo a
setof Core valees such as professionalismn, gractousness, and reamiwork, The fun

part of the challenge and the part where
e sportsmanzhip comes into play is
the robor zame. This is whers the feams
il aw awtonomons Tobot o cowpete
in accomnplishing themed obstaclas for
points. Parmicipants gain many life skills
during their exploration of the scisntific
theme such as, problem solving crib-
cal thinking, and public speaking. They
leam enginesting concepts and basic
Conpiter programming while cresting
2 sutenoemans robot.
The Lazer Catz got 1o comipete ata

regional commpetiton in Lawedale on

/12 whera they gualifed to compets
2t the Swate FLL Champronship held
at Morth Carolma AST State Univer-
siry am 22 The tezmn has had a grest
experience and they ara sxcited to leam

MORTH CAROLINA
STATE CHAMFPIONSHIFP
Pl

T

Lazer Catz Frone L-R; Sypriz Dark,
Noah 4ilmon, David Herizon, Back L-R
Charloine Hubbard, Josh Silver, Jesse
Sifvar, and Azher Harizog.

awd participate o che new challange to
e revealad in the fall of 2019

If vou want to know more abons
this program and others like i, please
contact Mitchall Covmry 4-H at 828-
§33-4E11

LT ]

KEim Slomick ix 4-H Program drsistans for the NC Cooperative Extension-Mitchell
Coumty Center, you may confact ker ar Hm_sloinich@neru adi

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
attect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson

HAVE Tol7
By Joy Harweed Baldwin

Have von ever praved a prayer
And wandered {f He heard
Or cried so many tears alone
While pondering on kis Word?

It seemed that no one cared af all
Yonr problems were your own
Yon could not find an answer

The burdens yvou carried alone,

Af times when you are sleeping
Crod s working on q plan
Mughty thirngs bagin o sir
Tlrongh ven can’t see His hand,

There’s an unyeen realm aronnd you
And in God's perfecs hour
His langdsm with domirion
B3l show His awesome power.

Lo frnesy Hom owith pour whele heare
Tor ‘Il hear Him in the tinmder.
And see Him in the ighming
As He caws vour foes asunder,

Joy ix a resident of Madizon Counfy, wiere she now ITves wirh har hushand,
Doy Joe Raldwin. She i currensly o member af Mt Zion Baprizf church i
Marshall, NC. 4z q previows member; she calls Forks af hy Mizzionary Bapiizi
Church in Meavernville, “home meay from home ™. She & currenily singing with the
Gospel Group “Jovah 5 Foice ™ ont af Mars Hill, NC. Her latest zong "Homecom-
e will soon e heard By man

"our only nonprofit, ecal, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronnieg@hospicecfyancey.org

www brenaws com
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L&B FURNITURE

35th Anniversary

- 2 Ehae .

.
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Visit our new wel:lsrte landbfurniturestore com
Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC

(828) 6S52-T66T T iy Sl

ilam - 6pm  0am - dpm Thed

Prefabulous

e

———

n Clamg_

Fenland School Community Open House
By Fobin Drever
Mirchell County

Penland 5chool of Craft will host ifts amrmal Com-
mumity Open House on Saturday, March 2 from 1:00
to 5:00 PM. The whols canmpus will be open with
hands-on actvities (and a few demonsoations) m clay,
iron, glass, metsls, papermaking, pastepaper paint-
inz. photography, letterpress prnfing, texctiles, and
wood. Mo admission charge. All ages are welcome
{but please leave your dog at home). Don't wear your
fancy clothes. For more information or directions, visit
pentand org or call 828-765-2350,

Penland School of Craft
is gn internaticonal center for
craft education dedicated o
healping people live creative
lives. Located im Western
HMorth Carolina, Penland
offers workshops in books
and paper, clay, drawing and
paimfing. zlass, iron, metsls,
printmaking and letterpress,
photozraply, textiles, and
wieod. The school also spon-
=005 artsts” residencies. an
outreach program and a
gallery and wisitors center.
Penland iz 3 nonprofit, tax-
exempt institotion which re-
ceives support from the North Carelina Arts Coumeil, a division of the Deparment
of Matural & Cultaral Resources, with fimdmg from the Mational Endoament for
the Ars. More information at penland org

Robin Dregver iz the communications manager aud siqlf photographer at Peniand
School af Crafts.

Paniand siqff member Daniel Beck azzisting @ visi-
for ar the Panloed Commmily Open Houze.

For God hath net given us the spintt of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7

Get $2,000°
toward upgrades

on any new Prefabulous” h;p%&

' 3 o

(828) 433-8455 i
1276 Burkemont Avenue
Meorganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com

www brenews com
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Grants For Mountain Farm
Diversification Awarded
By Jenmifer Feme

WHC announces 2019 awardees
MILLS RIVER., W.C —Diversifying fammers in west-

em Morth Carolina are receiving support to offset the rsk
of expanding and mying new ventures. WHNC Agriculhiral
ions awarded 39 farm businesses a wial of $216,000
in $3,000 and 54,000 =xants on Thursday at the hioun-
fain Horticnliural Crops Besearch and Extension Ceanter
in Mills River. Famm projects includs 3 new meadery operation, the expansion of
heirloom whest and rye fiour prodoction and &n sgritourism endeavor that will
creste 3 new “Pirza Farm ™
Six of the farm usiness recerved 53,000 and 33 received $6,000. The BC.
Tobacco Trust Pund Cooumission is the excnsive financial supporter of WHNC
AgOptons, which aims to bwild sustainable famming conmmmities i the moumtaimn
region by providing resources directhy to famers.
"The WHC AgOptons program has proven success stories,” said Bill Teagme,
Chairman of the W.C. Tobacoo
Trost Fund Commmission "We
contime to be amazed at how
these producers nilize these
funds to ensure their family i
farms and remain 1- L
bl e WINCCommunities
Foran and Launi Hizzs of
Elue Ridze Apiaries in Caldwell County will be producing mead, sn alcoholic
beverage created by fermenting boney, to complement their existing fourth
generation honey producton operation. The meadery will not only alicw them to
diversify, reducing the financial fsk in offering one product—honey, but will also
2dd value and increase income. “Producing mead offers a new revenne sresm
independent of our cuorent revenme siream.” said Fyan, “TWe cannot compete with
commodity honey prices outside of our region due to the constraints on honey
production in Worth Carolina. This makes the proposition of adding valoe to our

haney crop all the more arractive and sensible I North Carolina

as 3 means of meuring economical swstainghil-
Tobacco Trust Fund Commission
13 years, we have determined varieties that are

'nT-1!-
In Buncombe County, Anne and Aaron Grier

of Gaining Ground Famm will be expanding

heirloom whest and rye producton. “While we

hawve been growing small grains for more than

i W i i oo i e A v ke SPONSORED FROJECT
up in order to be ecomomically viable,” said Anne. “Chver the last conple vears

we have seen an ncreasing demand for our beirloom fiour, and we see this 25 an
important way te diversify our offerings with a unique product.” The Griers will
be purchasing needad equipment that will allow them to expand to grow five acres

Carl Evans and Julie Mansfield of Mountain Harvest Organics i Madison
w‘“& MNorth Carolina Em
el A ORHIONS
ﬁﬂm VIINNS—
ing a Pizza

%h@emhm&ammﬁupﬂﬂemmcmwmme
Asheville area by combining our 20 years of growing frits and vegetables along
with cur passion for making pizza using 3 wosd-fired oven and with ingredients
fromm the farm,™ said Carl. The goal is to draw people to their farm and encourage
them to wander the fields to see pizza toppings growing and then enjoy a pizza
prepared with fresh farm meredients right before their eyes. “The farm tour aspect
of our Pizza Farm will educate people abont agriculmre and challenzes facing
small farms ™

"M.C. Cooperative Extension is excited fo be a part of a program that is making
snch mmpressive mpacts in the agrnicolmral comnmnicy,” said Foss Young, Madi-
son Connty Extension Director and WHC AzOptions steering commmittes leader.
"Agricnlture s a thriving and ever-chansing sconomic enrine in western Maorth
Carolina with new enterprizes and creative ideas emerging daily. WHC AzxOptiong
Plays a crucial role in belping many of these farmers folfill 8 dream that may oot
be attzinsble otherarize "

The sdministrasor of WINC AgOptons is WHC Comnmnities, a non-profit
organization that has been supporing agriculhre in the region since 1947, WHKC
Commnnites provides 3 unique fonum for leaders in western Morth Carolina to
CAmy ouf innovative programs fo improve the guality of life for mural conwmmi-
fies, a5 well a5 managing programs to enhance the apriculture and forestry sectors.

"WHC Comminnities is bomored to be the administrator of this aormal findimg
oppormnity desismed to support farmers in their quest to oy new technigues or
implement innovative famung practices.” said Jennifer Ferre Interim Dhirector of
WHC Commmnities. "WHC AgDptons srensthens our agriculral commmnity,
nlomately benafiing us all *

Members of the WHC ApOptions steering conmmittes include: representatives
from W.C. Cooperative Extension, M.C. Deparment of Asricuiture & Consumer
- Marketing Division, WHC C ilie Appalarkion Sustinshie Ax-
riculmre Project and other leaders in agribtusiness. For more information, see the
following. WHC Agnoalural Options: www wocageptions.org; W.C. Cooperative

Extenzion Centers: warw.ces.nosuedn; W.C. Tobacco Trost Fund Comnvission:
wwwtobaccotmstfimd org; WHC Comnmnities: wny. Wi commnifies org.

019 WNC AgOptions Awardees
Farm Praject Name

Tucker Haliore Farme Fdding nad Foaaspaken dve sl

st LLE Seps Levesde Fum Ve

Addem Farmr Viraryard Crask, Cold Siorage xnd Diryeng Fadley
Clairing oo Farm Expamiaa of Nedoem Whaat 1ad Bye Fer Prodecion
50 Slegan Farss L 5 adrranibios 5 end

‘il Dary Farm M- e Sk

*Pick D' arriss” m S ipiamcs Parm “Park md Peily™ Agrtiomzan |alruimican for “fo-Fick” Bamy

Bhgh Cruniry Marba LLC P Mackaziaicn

Bles Ridge A piars _aﬂum:-_nﬁd-
Tz Crovms Fasn i Exp For Thivd Qualiiy Fikes
Datlar D P Cleorwing Undar Ralling Thesder

Bladdecn Prefiny Faem, LLE n-l:.:u—.-l:_u-h—.

Lerg Ferily Furrs sl OQuley - -u-nh-
Tz Farman Nolack Cabvmazn S la Wemd Mazsgarien
Tez Trass FurssSabswnisd ke LU Cheidao Kiichen s 1)

Bice Fumcly Purmn LLC Wil Wesngles Poriniile Ca=ad

e Chrshardn g b el zeere b Howe Packing Lew
el Furma Eraile i Lakad - A Csioon Labaling Frajact
Peacrafil Fam eed e Moy Heess

Falem Chre’ Cafls Famn Bhaifier Roplacorani Program

{{E‘EEEF””‘HH‘!”EEHE”HH“E
HHEHBHHBHHBHBHEH]

ey Ridgs Farma LLC Ly llan Eapewi
Niazrai arvert Cogenize Fass Farn
Bighgais Farm Feb-Huwrpsart Cwr ewd Sioraga Faclisy
Jankira Angwn Fen &1 Catda Working Syulem
Ml [P0 Tiea Hovw Terapasbon 1 pgrads
Tisias 11 Furmw Theta Wnkar
Sk ks Crosk Farss B Tel Sandar
TE Fazely Parm TEW macsal bi-4 Pt Packing Sassug Lisa
Neboan & Theardn Flesrer Fasr: Swisratls Flescaben for Lol Markes
Tha Farm st Crwys Valley  Feaduca Packing Shad
SLOMEE  Clen Cogenis Darfew Mschinery for Stomg Wageiabla Prodction
Trowpboris S500050  Fich Pos Pam Mbac ke Rt Flarvesing Byzrenan
Lt L0000 Pl blaza Farm Py 2 = Fr
T BEE00  Mowvsivwios Pom LLC Wi, Pack wd Siomgs Fecibiy
g AS0E00  Memrtwood Faoras L Babbiry
g RSSO Trabechal 150 [= il ik Al Rawr
Poil vt
T rag TSRO0 MM Livasiock Devarsfring Farm Cparakons
Weazey 200000 Fink Boobs Farm LLE Clast M Barsvvbons i long Oparvdze

Jenmpfer is the Intevim Director gf WNC Commrunities Foundation.

HOPE

MITCHELL COUNTY

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 20th
11AM - 2PM

Registration at: First Baptist Church Spruce Pine
Egg Hunt : Riverside Park
(Below the Church)
Lunch : First Baptist Church

CHURCHES:
Donations: wrapped candy, Food for lunch
Volunteers needed for:
Giving out Fliers
Registration
Help prepare and serve lunch
Leaders for age groups
Outreach (donations)

Clean up
Contocts : Jamice Bronch B28-385-4204
Church Secretory : B28-T65-0411

FF BAD WEATHER OCCURES WE WILL STAY IN CHURCH

o

www. bremews. com
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Bits ‘n Pieces

Buarle County

Catawha River Bapfist Association - The churches of CRBA are concemed with
the vast dmag sbuse present in Burke county and we want to balp by begmmning

a Celebrate Becovery ministry. If God has put this type of burden on your heart
and yon are willing fo halp ns begin and lead this ministry, plesss give us a call at
B28-437-0137. You may also contact Eobby at rsmithdmcrbanc org. Your help and
prayers are greatly apprecizted

Crur Association is parmenng with Jond & Friends ministry in an effort to poo-
vide wheslichairs for those in need around the world. If yon kave a wheslchair yon
are not nsing (condition does not matter) please consider bringing it to our CREA
office in Morganion. We will be collecting wheelchairs owver the next fewr months
and then will repair them and give them to 8 person in need. This new ministry
will bless families in locations around the world.

To God Be the Glory!

We bave an exciting mission opportunity for folks in our Associafion. There are
many people in the exstern part of our state who sre stll ecovering from recent
hnrricane devastation and we want to take a team of men and women March 18-
22 2019 to do clesn-up znd some constmuction in Lomberton, MC. This mip will
nat cost you anyihing as all supplies, lodging, and food will be provided free of
charge through our parmership with Baptist on Mission. If interestad, pleass call
our CEBA office st 828-437-0137 for more informatnon snd to regisier.

CRBA will be hosting a Commmunity Might of Prayer oo the National Day of
Prayer May Inditom 7 o 8 pm af the chapel of the Waldensian Trail of Faith in
Valdese This will be 3 preat time of worship and prayer as we seek the Father for
belp m our commmmity. This is & free event (po offering will be taken) where pas-
tors and conomumity leadiers will be leading this special time of prayer.

Hickory CGrove Baptist Church - Charlorte, NC - April 5-6, 2019
Special feamres mclnde Mission Breskout Sessions, Volunteer Sopper, Mission
Testimonies, Mission Fair Exhibits and pmch more. For more imformation contact
Tracey Ford ar 800.395.5102 x 5594. Fegister online

Thiz Aprl we will be collecting grocery store gift cards for our Morth Caroling
Children’s Hommes. If you would hike to provide food for these wonderfial children
being taken care of by the loving Children’s Homes of Morth Canplina, please
parchase gift cards at any grocery store and bring them to our CREBA office. This
is & grest mission project for mdividosls, Sunday School classes and chuoches,

Morganton Seventh-day Adventist-Buorke Connty- The Giving Heart Thrift
Shop - Offers genthy wsed snd brand new clothes of all sizes and for all ages! As
wall 8z, furnitore and small bome soods!

OPEN Toesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 am. - 5:00 pom.

Location: 402 East Mazin Sireet, Glen Alpine, W.C. 28628

Like The Giving Heart Thrift Shop on Facebook (@thegivingheartthrifrshop

The Giving Heart Thrift Shop is a mindsmy of the Morganion Seventh-day Adven-
fist Church.

The Fletcher Acadenny Choir will be performing at the Morganton Seventh-
day Adwventist Church on Satordsy, March 15th. at 10:45 am_ The Morganton
Seventh-day Adventist Chorch is located at 2187 Jamestown Foad MMorganton,
H.C.

The MMount Pizeah Academy Acrobats Team will be performing on Satarday
evening, March 30dh |, af the Morgawton Seventh-day Adventist Cloarch, 3187
Tamestown Rioad MMorgamton M.C.

Leadership Burke 1019 Registrafion - This year's program begins March
14th-15th with a two-day classroom-based leadership development expenence
led by Linda Lindsay, a consultant to Formne 500 companies and President of the
Lindsay Consulting Group, The class will be exploning Burke County's econormic
doivers through on-site visits invelving manufactuning, bealthoare, education,
reail tourism Fovernment and more.

The class will meet every 3rd Wednesday each month until Movember 20, 2019,
Class space 1s lnmited.

Regisiration must be submitted by March 8 2012, Leadership Burke Fegisa-
fiom

Deate: hfarch 13 23019

Location: TEA

Contact Tonia Stephenson

Email: istephensonburk ecounty.org

DrateTime Details: TEA

Fees/Admission: 600,00 per person for Members
535000 for pon-members

Al fees nmst be paid by March 13, 2019
MicDkowell Commiy

CarePartners: Want to make a difference. toach lives and impact your com-
mnmity? If so. several Volunteer opportanities are availahls in the following
positions! Administrative Office Voluntesr, Patient/ Family Support Volunteer,
Bereavement Support Volontesr, We Honor Veterans Volunteer, Special Events
Viohmteer, and a newly added position, Pastoral Care Volunteer! For more infor-
mation about these positions, please contact CareParmers Hospice and Palliative
Care McDowell Volunteer Services Department at E28-652-1318 ext. 303, You can
make mn everlasting impact with just a few hours of your tme 3 week! Call today
io leam more!

New Community Ouotreach Benefits McDowel]l Families with Children
Teens for Chnst B.EA R Closet

(Blaby Equipment and Fesource Closert)

Bezinning Wednesday, Angnst 15t 2018 the vouth group at Cross United Method-
ist Clmarch located at 85 West Cross Steet in Marion will lavnch 2 new owtreach.
minisity benefifing families with children The ocutreach will be open the 1=t and
3rd Wednezdsys of the month 400 to §:30 pm_ and the Ind snd £th Wednesdays
2000 to 11200 am. For more informmation or if yon are inferested in vohimtesr op-

portunities call (B28) E03-8790 or email TeensforChristBEAF closetiyaboo. com.

Asheville Strest Baptist Church is in need of 3 piamist Please call Lynn Burnette
stE2E-430-242] for more nformation

First Baptist Morganton ourently has 55 adult choir robes that they would like
1o make available to another church, If wour clarch is interested please contact
David Thayer (@ 828-437-2544 ext 16.

First Bapfist of Marion - Malacks Bible Study Led by Liza Harper Thiosdays,
February 7- April 4 5:30 p.m_ - Fallowship Hall Call the church office §52-6030
to sign up. Deadlins is Thosday, Jamiary 31. There s no workbook to purckase
for this smdy.

The Children’s Conumittes is creating & library for the children and familiss
with the chnuch and daycare. We are accepting donstions of new zod gently used
bocks for children of all ages and reading levels, as well 25 resources for parents.
The donations will supplement the selection of books ourently on kand. Please
leave donations in the main office. Thank youw!!!

Vacation Bible School Fune 24-28 2019 hMore information to come SO0H!

Mitchell Connity

Bear Cresk Baptist Church - March 31 at & pm Tandwark Cuoartet with Fonnie
Webb will be at Bear Cresk.

Women's Prayer Breskfast March 3th, 3:00am at DT s
Celebrate Fecovery

This iz a Christ and Biblical Based Program giving hip snd belp for men,
women and families suffering from addiction. Any questions contact Josh Wise(s
38500461

There will be 3 meeting every Thursday night with someone thers to talk o
men, women, and their famdlies. There is also a Children’s program.

Grassy Creel: Baptist Church - Loren Harris, baritone singer of the Kinedom
Heirs, will be holdimg & Choral Conference & Simgimg School in Spruce Pine. Tt
will be Friday, BMarch Sth{6-Spm) and Samrday, March 9 (Pam-3pm) at Grassy
Creek Baptist Church. Choir members, nosic directors znd sl who love fo sing
are invited to join us. Please call to reserve your s=at today, as space is imited.
Cost is 320V individusl, $35/couple and $45/ family. Lunch will be provided on
Samrdsy. Please register by calling Paimicia Edwards at 828-682-1248. Deadline
o register is March 1

Grassy Creek Baptist Charch will present the Easter Drama, “Three Diays That
Changed the World” three times this year! The dates are Wednesday, April 17t
and Friday, April 19th at 7-:00pm and on Sunday, April 21st at 11:00am. This
drama depicts the death and resorrection of Tesus Christ sccompaniad by marsic by
the GCBC choir Pastor WNathan Silver and Music Director Jobm Hsll, along with
the conpregation of GCBC, mwite everyone to attend. For more mformation or to
reserve seats for a group, call the chorch office at T65-4620.

Alifchell Connty Bapiist Association - Associational Bible Dirills will be Satar-
day, March 16 at Bear Creek Baptist Chorch

Mtchell Conuty Chambeer - Ya'¥a Village We are annoumcing the Cpening of
Ya¥a Villape Commercial Share Eitchen!

We've realized there's 3 zap that needs to be filled between the production of
loical food and their consmmption. That's why we started Ya¥a Village Conumer-
cial Shared Use Eitchen so that we could provide a certified area at a reasonable
cost for locsls trying to sell their prodocts. This way we strive to belp communnity
enfreprensurs with their part-time business.

5o, if you have 1 product you want to markes and sell (ke jams, jellies, baked
gocds et} or if you need a commercial kitchen for catering, having a private Pop
Up dioner, hosting a class or whatever yon're imagiming; we hope our Shared Usa
Eitchen can provide yon with a solution.

Ciome visit our space, et an application and ler us talk to see what is thar you
have i nuingd!

We are also serving Luonch on Toesdsys mnd Thorsdays from 12-00 pm to 2-00

étp'ngnupimlﬂwﬂﬂﬂ'Hnm'!

Business Afier Hours are beld to provide an opporfumty for Chamber mem-
bers to netorork while allowing the Member to sponsor 8 chance to address snd/
or showcase their facilities. Buosiness Afier Hours are held monthly to bi-monthiy,
znd genecally on a Toesday or Thursday (unless other srrangements are mada).
The Member sponsor sod the Chamber represenfative will coordinate the event.
After Hours begins at 4:30 p.m. and ends at 00 p.m. (nnless other amangemeants
are made). Send your guestions and reserve your month by emailing Kelly at
kjonesmmitchellcountychamber.org.
hlarch: Toe Biver Arts Spruce Pine Gallery & The Mitchell House
Agpril: The Mitchell Mews Jourmal
hiay: Loafer's Glory Fafiing and Tubing, Bakerswille, WC
Tune: The Brian Cemter
Tuly: EB's

www. brenews. com
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Bits 'n Pieces
Angast: Mitchell County Animal Fesone
September: The Switzarland Inn
Dictober-Movember: OPEN

We dio mot have After Hours in December
Sonumer 20019 Workshops at Penland!

Sonumer 20012 workshop descriptions are here!

A few fum facts:

* We're offering 103 workshops this summer.

* Scholarships are gvailable for all 103 workshops!
* Fegistration opens Japumary 15.

* Scholarship applicstions open Famaary 1 and are due by Febmary 18

Mitchell Conmity Hivtorical Society Dear Members and Friends: We are proud
o announce The 3rdAnmmal History Bes is Thursday, March 21, 2019 Fifty-
Eight (58) Mrichell Comnty students took part in the 2018 History Bee, znd this
year is shaping np to be even better! The event beging at §-00 PM in the Historic
Cipurthouse in Bakerswille, and the public is invited to attend.

Participants in the History Bee are eligible to win a cash prize. In each divizion
(Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-17), first prize iz $300, second prize is $300, and third
prize is $200. Besides a chance to win a cash prize, each participant recaives 3
History Bee tes shint

There is po cost to enter, but stodents must register by MMarch %th to be inchided
in the competition. We are having some twouble with our websits, so please see
below three attachments: our poster, the regisiration form and the mies of the
CHmpetition.

All gusstions in the Bes will come from Viices of the Valley, Elizabeth Hunt-
er's listory of Mitchell Connty. In past years, some teachers provided special
tutoring and stody sessions for their students; in addition, RMCHS loaned thesa
teachers copies of Voices of the Valley to help prepars smdewnts

For more information, contact MOCHS st B28-68E-4371 or 328-385-0564. You
can fum in completed regisiration formes to our office (between 10am and 4pm,
Weds.- Fri.), or leave them under the door &t the Historic Courthonse at 11 B
Blitchell Ave Baksrsville. You can slso mail them in to BICHS, POB 651, Bak-
erville, WC 28705, We have alerted teachers abont the event, so your students
conld mm their application in to them.

Toe River Aris June Studio Tour Applications

2019 Blacksmirth Exhibit

Delivery of Work: March 19th - 231d

Cipen to 211 blacksmiths working with anvil and bawoner and participating in the
Fire on the Mountzin Festival (separate event sponsored by Spmee Pine Main
Sireef). Artists can subnt up to 3 pieces.

Email Eathryn for more information

2020 Toe Biver Arts BExhibit Proposals

Deadline: March 23rd

We are accepting 2020 proposals for our Spruce Pine Gallery. Applicants do mot
kave to be Toe Fiver Ars members or live i Mitchell Yancey counties. Collab-
orative exhibits are encourazed.

Open to 2]l ourent Toe Biver Arts member arhists/crafipersons. A self-muided
art‘craft stodio tonr snd open honse. Toe River Arnts provides Tour Guides, road
sipns, exhibition of partcipants’ work, and other promotion.

Deadline: Wednesday, March 6th .
Giftshop Fory Applications

Oipen to current Toe Fiver Arts members Iiving in Avery Mitchell Yancey
counties. Submmit up to 3 pizces for review for one or both zallerses. Work mnst be
original, kandmads, professional resdy for display, and sellable m the
Tioe Fiver Arts venne.

Deadline: Friday, March 16h
Inferested in voluntzering? Contact us st i@ o0envVerarns.ofg

Enn For Holland - I have excitimg news that T couldn't wait to shars! After 5
years of being organized Fon For Holland has finally received it's 501(c)(3) sta-
s, This means that we are recogmized by the TES a5 tax exempt and that we can
give donors tax deductions when they mske charitshle gifts. The ability to apply
for grawts and other public or privets sllocations availahle only to IRS-recopnized,
S01{cH(3) orzanizations.

With that being =said, I want to ask you all to consider donating to Fun For Hol-
land as 2018 comes to a close. To date, we have been able to give over 553000 in
grants to the local disabled community and hope that being "official™ will allowr
us o do even more in the years o come. Fun For Holland started with & small
vizion to help the local disabled compunity throngh awareness, whatewer that
meant Becanse of people like you it has prown mto a Mon-Profit orgswization
theat is reaching thowsands of people per vear through swareness, sducation and
finamrial support.

Can yon help us grow our budget for 20197
PS5 registration is open 5o feel fres to sign up for the 2019 race on Satorday Miay
18ih, 2019.

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast, the first
Setorday each month, 7:30 — 10-30 am, &t the old Methodist Church, across fiom

Jerry's Store. Come join ws for homemade sausage, scrambled eges, gravy, jellies,
juice and coffee. Eat in or take-ont, all funds support the Tipon Hill Community

Foundation.

Yancey Connty

Burnsyille Wedding Expo Presented by White Falls Catering

Say I do in the mountains of beantfiul Bumswville, BC.

The Bumsvwille Wedding Expo is coming to the Town Center February 16th, 2019
from 11am-3pm!

Everyone iz welcome to come sep the wids vanety of exhibitors and learn
how they could help make 2 brids & grooms big day even more special, Meet
znd sample the offerings of talented vendors that could help with all aspects of
weddings, receptions and other calebrations. There will be 2 fashion show bostad
by David's Bridsl, a chance to dig in a cake for an engagement ring, door prizes,
maffies, poodie bags for the brides, free samnples and much more! Admission §5.

Any vendors interested in paricipating please visit ktips-('wp me/piEi3k-Lh
contact the Town Center at (828} 682-7209, email towncentermioramofburnsville.
org or call Amelia Hm.l:um.nﬂ-[l’.’ll!jiﬂﬂ—ﬂl}#

ASAP Street Mimistry in Burnsville —-Hello, I'm Boc Robinson a local Christian
Fapper/ Street Minister out of Bumsville BC._ I have had nyy mimisity going since
2015 and pow working oo my 3rd albom. By minisory host events (o raise money
for different local nonprofits mnd to share testimony: T also go around o thess
differant churches and share testimonyperform for free or a love offering. [ have
done shows at Higgins, Momnt Pleasant, Griffith Chapsl, and 3 atf the Bumsville
town center. My nmsic is produced by Byan Anglin at The Bridze Church there
in Spruce Pine. I am looking to expand my testimony of hope thon Christ to our
peipkboring coumties then states. I'm letting. If yon would like to talk more abouat
oy ministry and 3hn moour commmnity you Ca3n contact me oo my cell or email.
I'm giving you & link to my first Christisn Fap Tracks Called "Vision" thanks and
God Bless Y all!

Alitchell Yancey Substance Abuse -—Parmers Alisned Towsrd Health Sawe the
Date Bumsville 5K fit families Aisy 11th

Mayland Community College
ayland Earth 1o Sky Park—Join us af the Earth to Sky Pak and Bare Dark Sky
Obsarvatory as we ke part in the 2012 WC State-wide Star Party! April 13th,

&:00pm Watch the gronndbreaking for the new planetarivon and enjoy astromomy
related activities for children, a food trock, and pleaty of star gazng bosted by the
MOC Asmomonmy Club. The event is FREE and open to the public.

Plant swap Apnl 27t B:0am-10:00xn free beirloom tomatoes, shop for spring
plants and bring plants to saap.

Allen Cook

Darector, Mayland Small Business Center
Mayland Conuoumity Collega

(E2ZE) T66-1203

acookiimayland edu

Bapfists on Mission - Mission teams are needed to do Vacation Bible School,
Evangelistic Cumeach, and Construction projects in our parmer states of Alaska,
Vermont, bMaine snd Pennsylvania. Mission teams can mske 8 grest impact m
reaching thess commmunities for Christ Visit our website for full stz of projects
=t hittpes: (haptistsonn ssion org Adssion-Projects Tnited-States Mew-Enzland or
contact NC Baptists on Mission at 919-457-5807 or mabernathy/@nchaptist org

Dieep Impact Kids Are you looking for 3 mission oppornmity for the children in
your chuoch? Dieep Impact Eids will be serving in many commumities across the
state with hands-on mission projects designed for 1st-6th grade children. Signup
your church now for a weskend, mini-week or full week at ope of thess locations:
Camp Cale, Fed Springs, Shelby, Mundo Vista, Caswell, or Tmett Baptist Camp.
For more nformation contact Dollie Hoa at doos@mncbaptist org. Website
hitp.baptstsommission ofgfcamps/di-kids

As part of our spreading “Good News”, we
have provided these pages for information
for your organization or church that would
be of interest to the public. I send ouft re-
minders in a group email to remind those of
yvou who have requested it, or used this ser-
vice regularly. If you wish to be added to the
email please email me at barbarah@brcnews.
com. One of the things any of you using this
service needs to remember is that we publish
only once a month and the info has to be sub-
mitted a month ahead. When sending info
please send to my email: barbarah{@brc-
news.com.

A great way to get your meeting dates,
events, and other info to the public.

warw. brenews com
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Japanese and
Chinese cuisine

New Location

New Owner

New Upgrades

Great Food

Buffet or Carry Out
Small & Large Parties

12105 South 226 Hwy
Spruce Pine, NC 18777
(Commeons Shopping Center)

Tel:
(828) 765-5514
(828) 766-8811
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Don't Follow Your Heart
By Dr. Tracy Jessup

"The heart &5 devious above ail else; it is pamaerse — who
can pnderstand 117 T the Lord fest the mind and seanch the
haart, to give fo all according fo thelr ways, according fo
the fruit of thair doings. ™ -— Jeremiah 17:0-10

One of my favorite film series is The Pirates of the Ca-
ribbean, which takes its name from the iconic theme park
ride created by Walt Disney. Besides his ship, The Black
Pearl, an wnmsnal compass is considered Captain Jack Spamow’s most reasured
possession. He consulis it constantly and goards it carefully, even from his
most musted shipmates. Fichard Platt and Glenn Diakin describe the compass in
ihe book, Pitates of the Caribbean- The Complete Visual Guide:

“Although it appears to be useless (the needie never points to the north),
Jack"s compass has supernaimal qualities. The compass cannot be used o navi-
Eate in 8 conventional sense but it does direct the owner to whatever he or she
most desires™ {p. 14).

In other words, the compass helps Tack follow ks heart. The advice sounds
harmlezs encngh. Peopls probably have siven it to you. You even may have
given this advice to others. It is 2 popular phrase ofien glamorized in movies,
books, TV shows, and music. “Follow your beart.™

et today’s passage reminds us that we have every rezson oot to put con-
fidence and hope in the choices we make when we follow our hearts, Why?
"The heart iz devious above all else; it iz pemarse —wihlo can understand i
(Feremiah 17:997 Like Feremiszh, Jesus also pointed ot the fallen condition of
our hearrs. “For it i from within, from the human hears, that evil intentions
come: fornication, thelt, murder, adultery, aovarice, wickednes:, decatt, licen-
Housness, @, slander, pride, folly. AN these ewil things come _from within, and
thay dgfile a person™ (Mark 7:21-23).

Only God, who searches our hearts and exsmines our infentions, knoars and
understands s fully, Our bearts are inclined toward sin froon the day we wers
bom, and our bearts tum away from God every me we put our must in sonme-
one or something other than God. “"Cursed are thoze who frust in mere morials
and make mare fesh their strength, whose hearts furn away from God... [Bui)
Mezzed are thoze who trist in the Lord, whose frust iz the Lord™ (Jeremizh 17:5,

Ti.

Writing for Felevant Magazine, Trudy Gine Amoranio observes, “Ouar heatts
were never desined to be followed They were designed to be led by God. But
bow do we allow our bearts to be led by God? Some may refer ro this as some-
thing onfrageous supernamral but being led by God is basically being obedient
to Him If we allow our hearts to be led by God, we are allowing our hearts to
be lod by the ultimate comforter, deliverar, strengthener, provider, counselor,
halper, and 2 sawior beyond perfecton™

Prayer: Lord, teach us your ways, that we may live according to yoor muth.
Grant s purity of heart, so that we may honor you™ (cf. Psalm 86:11)

Located in the MHorth Caroling foothills, Gardner-Webb University is a
private, Christian, liberal arts nniversity, (ardner-Webb emphasizes a sitong
smdent-centered experience and rigorous acadermics to prepare students to
become effective leaders within the global commumity. Izmite your future at
ardner-Webb.edu

D Tracy Jessup servas as vice presidaent for Christian Life and Service and
senior minister fo the Universify. He iz a graduate gf Gandreer- Fabd with a B4
i Music and earned hiz M. Div degree att Samford Universitys Beeson Divinity
School He complated kiz PR D). af the University gf Nebraska-Lincoln. He alto
reacher in the undereradiate department qf relipious studier and anfoys the op-
porfuniiy fo serva the local church trrough inferim pastorates, pulpit supply, and
mreaching mevival services. He and his wife, Teresa, kave two children, Chrisfian
and Anpa.

PONDEROSA REMODELING

- Roofing- Metal & Shingles
« Siding

» Replacement Windows

» Decks

« Interior Remodeling

- Bath Remodeling

35 years experience
1A business rating with BBB
Financing available

828-273-0970

lawrenceponder/@charter.net
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Victims Of Innocent Suffering:
Biblical Help And Hope

Five watercolor paintimgs atirbaied to Adolf Hitler
failed to sell at auction last weekend, reminding us that the
Mazi dictator was 3 failed artist before inciting the deaths
of six million Fews and twelve million other vicims in
Wiorld War IL
HMearly one hnndred children have died in Africa from the second-deadliest ont-
break of Ebola m history. More than eight himdred people have reported symip-
oS,

And the sppalling report shout clergy seomal sbuse in the Southern Baptist
Coovention contimees to make news today.

Tragically, po organizaton is inuoume to such albnse. abase over the last several
years. Sexmal abuse scandals have rocked the Prestyvterian Church TTSA ) the Baoy

Smm,gymnasnca.,wmnnng,huckq college football, and political leaders as

Asrudj'fmmdﬂlalmm:l}'ﬁmhlmdmd schoolteachers were ammested in 2015 on
senqual abuse charges. Shockingly, abowt 10 percent of children in eighth through
eleventh grades were found o bave been subjected to some fornm of sexmal abusea
by an adult at school (most often a teacher or coach).

Where is (God when such trapedies ocour?

“Why have von forgobten me™”

Job O poimnantly describes the pain innacent victims feal when God sesmes to
fail them

Job pichares the omunipotence of the One “who alone stretched out the beavens
and trampiled the waves of the sea . . . wio does great thingz beyond searching
oudf, and marvelows things beyord number™ (v §, 100,

Bt this omnipotent God seems impenvions to Fob's cries for help: “If T sum-
moned Rime and ke annwared me, I would wot believe that he was lstenng fo
my voice. For he crushes me with a fempest and mulnpiies sy wounds withous
cawng ' {(vw. 16-1T). In fact, according to Job, “When disaster brings sudden death,
be mocks at the calamity of the moocent™ (v 23).

This mwst be how many victimes of sexumal abuse feel about God.

Job i= not the cnly person in Scripture to complain about innocent suffering: T
say fo God, sy rocks "Wy have you forporien me?” Why do I go mowrning becauise
qf the oppression gf the enemy” Az with a deadly woumd i my bones, wy ad-
versaries faund me, while they sqy fo me all the day long, Whare is your Gad?'™
{Pzaim 42:9-10). Jesus cried from the crozz, "My God, my God, why have you
Jorzaken me? " (Watthew 27:248).

“Choose life™

How are we to reconcile God's power with his love? Let’s consider five biblical
facts.

Ome: God does not canse imnocent suffering. God is holy (T=aiah 6:3), sinless
{1 Peter 2:22), and perfectly just (Denteronomy 32:4). He does not tempt anyone
to evil (James 1:13). MMisnsed free will causes much of the mnocent suffening in
the world, as when Tudas betrayed Jesus (Macthew 26:47-50). Disease and natural
diszsters canse omch immocent suffering ss well

Two: God mnest allowy us to misuse our freedmm, or we are oot uly free. He et
bafore his people “life and desth, blessing and curse™ and called them to “choose
life" (Deuteronony 30:190.

Three: Diseasa and disaster are a result of the Fall When the first lnumans
sinned, the natural order was disastrously affected (Genesis 3:17-19) and remains
fallen today (Fiomans 8:22).

Four: God sometimes intervenss o prevent the consequences of sin and the
Fall. He did not keep Herod from executing James, but be sent angels w0 keep him
from executing Peter (Acts 12:1-11). Fesns healed many who were sick (Matthear
£:14-17) =nd calmed the stomyy Sea of (alilee (. 23-27)

Five: God redesms 2]l be allows. I've discussed this principle elsewhere. For
today, I°1 suonmarize by stating that becsuse God is soversizn he st allow
all that happens (1 Chronicles 29:11). Becanse he is holy, he can never make 3
mistake (Izaiah 6:3). However, he makes 3 mistake if he allows anything be does
not redeem for a grester good {cf. Fomans 8:28). Therefore, our Lord redeems all
he allows. We may not see or understand his redemption on this side of heaven (1
Corinthians 13:12), but we can trust it today.

“So are my ways higher than your ways™

Here's the mystery: Simce God sometimes prevents innocent suffering. why
doem’'t he alwaysT?

If God is as coel as he sspms to be when be alloars 3 mimicter to abupse a child
why did he allow his Son fo dis for our sins? Why does he forgive our sins™ Why
dpes he prepare a place for us in paradize?

Bt if he iz as loving as he seems to be at Calvary, whn does he allow mnmnncent
people to be abnsed?

Perhaps God could explain this mystery to us but chooses not to. This seems
unlikely since innocent suffermg causes so many people to tom fom faith in him.
by father fought in World War I and did not attend church azzin becanse he
conld not reconcile his faith with the suffering he experienced. I cannot believe
that God conld have explained this issue to him but refused o do so.

The Lord remimds us: "4 the bamams are higher than the earth, 1o are my
wigys higher than your ways and sy thoughts than vour thoughis ™ (Isaiah 55:00
Given that cur minds are finite and fallen (Genesis §:5), it seems nmch more
plausible that God cannot reveal the nyystery of innocent suffering to ns becamse
we cannot understand it Just a5 a physics professor canmot explain BEmvsteinian
relativity to 8 first-grader, so God cannot explain this enigms to ws.

“T believe; help my nnbelief!™

When we cannot understand God's ways, we can decide to reject his love,

grace, and power But this iz
fo torn from the Greatr Physi-
cian when we most need his
help.

O we can tnast our pain
io his love, knowing that
our Father feels all we feel
(John 10:20; Hebrews 4:15)
and grieves with us as we
hort (cf Jobn 11:35). We
can tmest him to redesm our
glory and cur pood. When
we cannot s2e his hand, we can trust his heart.

Parhaps you're finding such trust to be difficnlt this moming. The father of a
suffering son falt the same way. He said to JTesus, “I believe; help my umbaligh ™
(hiark 9:24). And Fesns did.

You can pray o God for the faith to have faith in God.

Where is snch a prayer relevant for yvou today?

Jim Danizan P D speaks and writer on cultural and confemporary fsoues. Hiz
datiy column is distributed to more than 113,000 subzcribers in 208 counirias.
See mare on the website www denizonforion. org. Comyrighted and printed &y
parmisston from Denison Forumm

NMORTH CAROLINA

Upcoming Events in Valdese
.F.F]F'r'] Craft Market

i 13« Sam-dom

www. brenews.com
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Last weak_ I co-sponsored Senate Bill 5, Building Morth Caroling's Future. The = .
provisions of this bill will help meet and expedite the capitsl needs of our educasion NCSEﬂﬂfE District 46
system by creating a ‘pay-as-you-go” plan that could provide over 56 billion for E-12,

UNC system, and comonunity college construction and repcvation needs over the next

nine years, without having to bomow aoy money. Instead of incuming more state debt, this plan wonld use fimds froon the State Capital
and Infrastucture Fund (SCIF) that was indtally created m 2017 to meet the needs of the UNC System and other state agencies. SBS

will increase ourent SCIF fimding by 12.5% to approximately 1 billion annually, and will allow K-12 schools and our 58 commumity
colleges to apply for constmaction grants from the fund.

Although the porpose of SBS5 s simdlar ro the 519 billion bond proposal that the MNC Hounse has proposed, there are some key dif-
ferences. With the bond there will be a §1.2 billion interest payment over 30 years. By contrast, SBS is a "pay-as-you-zo' plan, which
will allow the state fo address our educational constmcton needs withowt maxing out the state’s debt capacity or jeopardizing our bond
rating. Another differemce iz that SBS would deploy constraction funds to schools abowt two years faster than the proposed bond. This
year, 5155 million of the SCIF will be spent on capital projects that are already in the pipsline. If SBS is adopted, another 5150-3200
muillion would be added anraally as onr current debt service decreases over time. The State Treasurer has said that SBES would not af-

fact the state’s bond rating. W i 5 0
You can review Senats Bill 5 at. Building North Carolina's Furure . : arren Daniel@ncleg net
AT ] : o10-715-7823

I would be glad to hear your feedback on this important issue.

The 2019 Elizabeth Citv Srate University delegation to the United MNatons Ymﬂlﬂj&uﬂhl}' |
paid us a visit this week. This group of students live in MC bar have international backprounds
and international perspectives. The delegation wanted to leam more about our state legislanrs
and the committes process before zoing to WYC in March, where they will be serving on var-
ons commmitiees of the Youth Assembly "representing' France. The smdents were able to not
only tour the legislature and observe a commmities, the students were sble to sit dowm and do
VA with the sewior Semate budgat writer, meet the representative and senator that
represent ECSTT, the Director of the Fiscal Ressarch Diivision, a couple of lobbey-
ists, and Lt Gow Dan Forest Mot only did the delegates hear how W is trving o
help meet the peeds of education and bealth care, but they also asked some great
guestions on a vanety of topics: moning meetings; handling personal and profes-
sicmal responsibilities, tips for career success, and the relationship between the
state and federal levels of povernment in the ares of policy. I want fo thank Enica
Sanda, Able, Brenna, Pierre, Franck, and Diana for being willing to spend the day
in Faleigh with us. o L

HMote: The MC Geperal Assembly also hosts a Legislative Youth Assembly. To leam more ah-uutﬂm"i!l.ﬂcm-:t Erica Gallion.

0T FPOTHOLES??
NCDOT 1= committad to repaimng potholes on stare-mamtaimed roads within two business days when they sre reported nsmg the
online pothols reporting system.
T report potholes on other reads, contact the local public works department. For other issues or concerns about state-maintainad
roads, contact WCDHOT or call 1-877-DIOT-4Y0U (1-8300-368-4368).

House honors Boy Scouts NC House District 118

The Honse of Representatives bosted Boy Scouts from across Morth Carelina in Febmary and received the 2019 Boy Scouts of
America Fepont to the State.

In a written message in the 2019 Boy Scouts of America Feport to the State, Sanior Associate Supreme Court Justice Paul Mewhby
praized the Boy Scouts for therr work.

"The 2019 Feport to the State recognizes some of the many contribufions that Scouting and its members and vohmieers have made
in the field of emerzency response. We take special note of the several Scouting Explorer Posts around our state led by local police
departments, sheriff's offices, and fire and rescue stations - each of which is training the next generation of Scontmg First Responders "
Hewlry said.

I wonld like to thank the youmg men and women of the Bov Scouts of Amernca for their contimied dedication to our commmuanities.

Grants available for sgricninral nonprofits

Feprinted here from Caroling Fanm Credit.

Chrpanizations may apply for ap to 55,000 per year to help in their endeavers o further the fotare of agricalture and conmibate to the R@MBW
agricntural economy i Worth Carolina.
Fund Mission: The find's mission is to build strong parmerships and alliances, leveraging the resources within the find to preserve 919-733-5731
and promote the fammer, the family, and our mral communities.
Applications nmst be received by Faly 31, 2019,
Balow are photos of grant recipients from 1018:
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= = Lt Governor Dian Forest called on the lapizlature to ban a hormifying and barbaric practice known
NC Sﬂﬂﬂtﬂ' Dlsmct 47 as female genitsl mutilation (FGM). Although a federal ban was enacted in 1006, this past Novem-
ber a federal judze declared the ban unconstimtional, miling that states should make laws poveming

criminal behavior, not the federal govermment.

The Lt. Governor helped with drafting Senate Bill @, filed by Senators Joyce Erawiec, Vickie Sawyer, and Deanna Ballard, which
will make the practice of FGM on girls youmger than 18 a class C felony, even with the consent of the child or ber parents. A “no de-
fense™ clause in the bill prevents practifioners from claiming exempton fom the law on belief that the practice is required as a matter
of custom or ritzal. FGM has no basis m relision; it is most widely believed by historians to have originated in Egvpt centuries before
Christ.

While the incidence of FGM has decreased globally, m the 175, the incidence is increasing, more than doubling in the past 10 vears.
Following are key facts from the World Health Organizstion (WHO) released on Tamary 31, 2018, regarding FGh:

* Includes non-medical procedures that intenticmally akter or injure females genital organs.

= Haz no health henefits for girls and women.

= Is mosily camied out on yonng girls between infancy snd age 15.

= Can canse severe bleeding, urination problems, cysts, infections, shock, and death, as well as childbinh complications and increasad
rick of newbom deaths.

Sen Ralph Hise « More than 200 million =irls and women living todsy are victims of this practice in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia
Ealph Hise{incleg net Due to an infiux of migrants to the U5, from countries where the incidence of FGM is high, the number of girls and women who
919-733-3460 have anderpone FGM since 1990 has more than mipled in our conniry, with the Centers fior Disease Control estimating that more than

00,000 females are living with FGM. and one third of those are children
FiGM requires zero tolerance. Currently, 28 other states have already enacted bans. As a co-sponsor of Senate Bill 2, I agres complete-
by with Lt Governor Dian Forest that this form of child abuse should be hanned in our state.

As abwrays, please share your thonghts with me on these or other issues related to state govermment by emailing me at ralph hise(a:
nrles net or calling me at 919-733-3440.

LWCF Set to Cross the Fimich Line

_ _ i'?pi' T TIPTED ﬂu Tﬂﬂ; m.] SURAAl 111]
This week, the Senate took long overdoe steps toward permanently renewing ,_J ’.J i S vy

the Land and Water Conservation Fund. As you know, this program has been 3 %

pricrity of mine for yvears. Benewing this program permanently gives federal, |Fﬁlm

state, and local bodies the certainty they need to camy out their conservation mis- “"ﬁ ‘1.

sion. And LWCF is, without a doubt, the most important tool in thedr toolbo. | : '
It pestores and maintams historic batilefields across the coumiry. It helps protect

thouzands of acres of treasured places and their water sources like the Bloe Fidge T TRTFEEL T J"H"'

Parkway's Waterrock Enob and the Great Smaoky Mountsins. And it mamtsims r rE__i_] JJr'F f?

state parks and forssts, including the recently opened Headwaters State Forest
near Brevard.

Morth Carolina is truly one-of-a-kind  From the Outer Banks to the western
moumtains, we have a million excnses to pot our phones down and get outside.
LIWICF makes sure that our children, our grandchildren, and their grandchildren
will have the same incredible opporiumities to enjoy America’s naniral wonders
that we have now. That's why LWCF is so important. And that”s why permanently
renewing this program will rank right ar the top of noy proudest accomplishrnents
m ;

T

« INOTE 20 BE “TLAMRRIS?™ 1) LOOE I THE JUI0RS -
< LREORMDARY POR A BALD AND DELIOIOOS FRATOR -

South Hwy 226

828.765.9151 | ,, JrrucePinete

60D BLESS AMERICA
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Market on Oak

Janie DeVos Book Signing

By Pat Jensen
Afiichell County

The Market on Oak Welcomes Awthor Tanie Dhe'Vios for
the lannch of her thitd book in the Glory Land series

Auihor Jamie Die'Vios will be at the Market oo Oak in
downtown Spruce Pine, Satrday, April 13th froom 11:00
am_unfil 1:00 PM signing her newest book | The Biver to
Glory Land! The Fiver to Glory Land is DeVos’ third book
relaass in the Glory Land series.

“ hiiami in the 1920s is a city with rwo faces. By day, it's a dazzling beacon
of mdustry; when the sun goes down, neon signs flash and decadence reisns.

As Prohibition takes hold speakessies and illicit distilleries spring up alonzside
lavish mansions. Mothing can slow the imflux uftnmthust_l.rfmstmnghqunr—
or quell the zreed of those eager to
provide ir.

Canght between these o worlds,
and two very different men, beaws-
ful Lily Strickland throws herself
info re-buildmg her srandparents’ Art
Deco hotel while reveling in every-
thing the cify's nightlife has o offer a
bonde-bombshell Axpper When her
shy, unassuming sister is caught up
in Mismi's viciouns mob underworld,
Lily mrms to the doctor she's loved
for years. Buf it may be up to a young
pilot and former nunrinner to save her
sister and salvage the legacy her fam-
ily has worked so hard fo build ™

Feviews for the book on Amazon
sa¥ “epic tale told o well”, “can’t put
them down, lowe the whole serias™,
“super read”. The Market on Chak
imwvites the public to visit with anthaor
Tamie De'Vos and celebrate the laumch
of her newest book oo April 13th, The
event will give readers the opportunity
mest the anthor, hear her read a salec-
tion from the book and discoss her
writing as well as purchase a signed
copy of the book.

For more information call the
hizrkef om Oek at 828-765-0571. The
Mfarket on Ok is located in doamtoam
Sproce Pine at 2462 Cak Avenns on the |

Burke United Ct

comer of Oak and Crystal.

Patr Jensen iz Intevim Divector gf the Mizchell County Chamibrer gf Commarce.

Winter Months and Rainy Days
By David Burleson
Burke County

Winter monthe and rainy days bring many challenges
to Burke United Christian Minismies (BUCK) and the
clhients we serve. This weather creates 2 high demand
for food, clothes and homeless supplies. Because of our
wonderfil staff and vohmteers at BUCK, breakfast and
hanch has been served every day and dinner was served
on our usual nighis of service; Twesday, Thursday and Sunday. We were also able
to take care of the food and clothing needs of our chients, becase of our owtstand-
ingz staff and wonderfiol volnntesrs.

The winter months are particularly difficult for our homeless clients. During
the last yvear, BUCM served 390 homelsss clients. Of the 399 homeless clients,
58 were under 18 years old. With the support of the HOWI committes and other
commyitted connmumity members, winter has been a liffle wammer and comfortable
for our homeless commnnicy.

The amount of food needed at BUCK for the soup kitchen and food pantry m-
creases during the winter months also. We are exremely grateful to our churches,
businesses, restaurants, grocery stores, civic groups and mdividoals that conmb-
uted food and supplies for BUCH. We are very thankful that severa]l individaals
choose to give BUCA their birthdsy and Christmas gifts to help others. This was
especially tue for many of our children and teenagers,

We are very thankful that several church youth groups collected food and fonds
during the national Souper Bowl of Canng event on February 3. This iz one of
the largast food drives of the year A big thank voun to the followme yonth sroups
and youth leaders:

* Pirst Preshyterian Church Morganton — Scott Davis

= First Methodist Church Morganton — Youth Pastor, Larmy Taylor
= First Bapdist Church Morganton — Youth Pastor, Abby Williams
= Salem UTnited Methodist Church

= Willow Tree Church

This drive brought i owver 6,000 lbs. of food and over 32,000 to use to pur-
chase fpod. I is
2 blessingz to see
that our finture

and other agen-
cies in pur connty. A buge thank you to Dr Lary Pomamn the staff and e -
dents of the school system for their putstanding work and generosity. Cur schoal
system collectad over 15,000 Ibs. of food and this donated food will help support
many in GUT COmMITInITY.

Alsp, pently nsed clothes, shoes and other supplies donated by our compninty
have belped meet the needs of o clisnts. Coats and other wamm ¢lothes have
been especially appreciated duning the winter months. Becanse of the generosiny
of many in our comnmnity, our clients have clothing and other supplies o keep
themn wanm.

Dhming the winter months, we have seen God at work in tremendons ways at

BUCK. When there have been neads,

18 different styles of Serta Bedding set up on display for you to try.

All sizes stocked and ready for picku

WE MAKE

d )THE WORLD'S

274 Oak Avenue « Spruce Pine, NC
(B28) 765-5557 - Fax (B28) 765-5558
www.peoples-furniture.com

FURNITURE § COMPANY

we have what is needed show up nght
on timee. It has been & blessins to cee

what God has dons throngh the people
of Burke County.

T also want to thank everyone who
participated in our breakfast fondraiser
oo Samirday, February 9 at Friday
Friends. We greatly appreciate the
staff at Friday Friends along with the
Freedom and Patton Anchor and MHS
members for helping to make our fond-
Taiser 3 buge success.

If vou are looking for a way to sup-
port BUCM and the clients we seme,
please consider volunteering. We stll
need vohmbeers for our clothing closet
and store. the food pantry, receptionist
and toe harvest food. If you wonld be
interested in discussing being a volan-
teer of making a domation o BLICH,
please call me or Elizabeth Morms at
(828 433-B075 or visit our webpage at
tacm net.

Burke United Christian Minisiries is
wvery excited about what God is plan-
ning o do m 2019,

Dvid Burleson iz Director af Burke
Lnited Chrizstign Minisiries

or delive
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Two BCPS Schools Excel

At Breakfast Challenge

By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke County

The state is recognizing Table Fock and Walter Johnson
muiddle schools for their second chance breakfast programs. &
They are top perfomming schools in the Mo Eid Hunpry 6t |
Statewide Breakfact Challenge. The two schools are mmvited
fo Chapel Hill on Feb. 13 for the 2019 NC Child Hunger
Leaders Conference in recognition of their efforts to increase the monbsr of
smdents who ear breakfast at school. Mo Hungry Kids NC presents the Breakfast
Challenze Awards each year to the three elementary, three middle and three high
schools in the state.

Burke Coumty Public Schools initiated the Universal Breakfast Proeram, which
gives every sdent in the district access to free breakfast in 2017. To zet more
students to take advantaze of the free meal. Burke Coumnty Public Schools has
made it & prior-
ity to make
breakfast part
of the school
day. This
inclndes pro-
grams such as
Grab and Go
Breakfast and
Spcond Chance
Breakfast.
Grab and Go I
allowrs students [} l *h
to grab a quick, T b
mniTitions meal
to eat either
the cafeteria or in the classroom Second Chance allows students to wisit 2 break-
fast cart in the hallway between moming classas.

Burke Coumty Public Schools Superintendsnt Dr. Lamy Punam said, “Burke
County Public Schools wants to break down the bamers that keep kids from eat-
ing breakfast whether it is becanse they amive at school too late or think it°s not
cool to be In the free breakfast line With our Grab and Go and Second Chance
options and with sll of our kids having access to a free breakfast no one is simgled
out. The ultimate zoal is to feed more students 3 healthy breakfast and zet their
day off to 3 great stare. We know and studiss show that stondents who eat hreakfast
maks batter prades and have better affitndss compared to students who don't ™

Burke Coumty Public Schools Food Services Management Coordinater Angie
Hensley szid, “TWe would like to thank the principals and cafeteria staff at Walter
Johnson and Table Rock for their support of our school momition prosram. We are
excited for them fo attend the awards ceremony and be recognized for their hard
work. In addition to the recognition, they will receive a monetary award that will
go back into the Child Nuiriton Program ™

Burke Coumty Public Schools parmers with Chartwells K12 to provide break-
fast and hanch in our school cafeterias
as well as a supper feedng program st
Monntain View Elementary

School and Walter Johnson hiddle
School called “Ezt Well Afier the
Bell ™ Visit hitp-/burke mufrislice.
oo’ for your school’s meal menn

A Burke County Pablic Schools
high school band student has been
imvited to speak at the Britany Ameri-
can Cemetery in France in fune during §
2 cerempny marking the 75th anni-
versary of World War IT Allied forces
mmvading northern France.

Luke Dmckworth is a senior at
Parton High School and will prepare
a spesach related to his experience in
Wormandy and what it means to omor
World War II veterans and D-Day
SUIVivars.

Burke Coumiy’s fonr high schoo] bands — E=zst Burke Freedom and
Pation — will travel o Monmandy, France June 2 - 11. The bands will participate
in several performances and parades.

Luke said, “Truthfially, I was initdally shocked that I had been chosen, ut I am
50 honored and bummbled to be given this oppormniny.™

Ezst Burke High School Band Director Jonathsn Berry szid of Luke’s sslac-
fiom, “This is a tremendows honor for our band programs. for Borke County Public
Schools and for Luke The request came to s based on oor past efforts in support
of veterans here st home and abrnad We — the BCPS High School Bands — col-
lectively were asked to supply a smdent who can represent BCPS in this honor
role weall ™

The four high school band directors discussed potentsl sipdents and decided on
Luoke. Patton High School Band Director Chad Hipden said, “Luoke is an ontstand-
ing young man He has been a e leader in the Patton Hizh School Band. He is
kind, mastworthy, dedicated and exivemely talented. Luke will represent Burke
County and North Carelina well ™

Luke will deliver a three- to five-minute speech reflective of his experiences

in preparation fior and in anticipation of the T5th D-Diay commemorative events.
He will represent not only the school system but the state, the country and his age
Eroup as well.

MOFE

“It means 0 mmch to be able to represent Patton, Morth Carolinag and the United
States,” Luke said. “T"m extremely excited to honor the World War IT veterans and
D-Day survivors.”

Luke said he is still working on his spesch bat will focus on his expeniences in
Mormandy and plans fo stress the importance of remembering D-Day and thosa
who fought for tue justice.

The events will be broadcast on French national television. In addition to the
performances related to the official ceremonies, the band students will have tme
for some sightsesing.

Luke said, “I'm very thrilled to be onmersed in the French culiurs and o step
foot on one of the most mportant areas in modem history.™

Luke is the son of Eenneth and Tessa Duckworth and the late Tracy Hunt.

The combined BCPES bands traveled to Hamwail tore vesrs ago for Pearl Harbor
ceremomies mnd the Ezst Burke Marching Cavaliers traveled m Monmandy five

vears amo for T0th armiversary D-Day cerempmniss,

Charyl Shufiffer is the Public Relations Officer for the Burke Courty Public School

VIDED CAMERA
INSPECTION SERVICE

« (COMPLETE SEWER & BRAIN SERYIE
« VIBEQ CAMERA ISPECTION
= FLUMBING REFAIR
# LINELOCATION
» TRACKHOE Wak
« LICENSED AND INSURED
. FHHTHHEHWH‘EHTH

Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

www. bremews. com

March 2019 - Blue Ridge Christian News page 35



The Inspiring Word
Emotions Can Be Dangerous

Dr Tamy Cheek
MeDowell County

How ofter do we get canght up in the sins of athers?
Sexnal momorality and pervarsion is growing axponen-
nally, every day we discover what sesmms to be 3 Zreater
depth to our depravicy. Let’s vot fail to ramember our
failing ethics, and lack of honesty and integnty. It seams 1o be on display daily.
The sincere Chnstizn can become overwhelmed by emoten and if we're not care-
ful we can be drawn into @ sin that I believe is more dangercus than any men-
tomed above, It is the sin which matches that of the Phansee o the gospels. Let's
rake a quick look 2t an examopls fom God's word

From John chapter § we find the story of 2 womtan canghr in adalrery. She is
brought before the Pharizsaes and they in turn oy to nse the simaton to map Jesns.
The Pharisees remmind Jesus of Mozes Law and ask the Lord what wounld He have
them do? Jasus then writes tw the sand and instmpces the Pharisees "Hea who 1=
without sin among vou, let bim throw 3 stone at ber Grse”

The crowd disperses and Jesus a:k's the wonan, "Woman, where ara those a0-
cusars of yours? Has po one condemned you?" The woman remarks to Jesus “no
aae” and Jasus replies “"Teither do I condema you go and sio po more.”

I admit this is 3 paraploaze of the Bible acconnt. T kave a reason for domg it I
find four things from this namative which I feel we can 21l leam from.

13 Tt's easy to find fault in otker people. Ofen, we kuow just epough (o beoome
mdzmeental and legalistic, If thers is sin and we bave sheolare proof of i, we must
be carefnl bow we approach it Our goal should always be w lead someone
repentance nof fejecion

2) Fanlt finding leads to nuosuse of our Brbla, The Phansees knew the Law of Mo-
ses by memory. Yet, thew had no idea about the Law of Grace. Pightly dividing
thee wrord of God will laad ws throngh the Law of Grace.

3% When confrenting sin consult the Lord. Even though the Pharsess had wrong
intentons by seeking JTesus in the merer, dodng so was 2 teachabla moment Wa
se firsthand how important it is 90 seek God's nackanzing word a5 we confront
sin in our life or the Oves of others. We should seek the Lord praverfully, patentiy
and profoumdly.

2y Always poins sin 1o forgiveress. Whether it 1s our self or our neighbor, s is
forgivable. The Lord knows no big sin or linle sin, He only knows sin. 5in sepa-
rares us from Crod bur through Jesus Christ our sin can be forgiven. and we can

be restored o 2 lastng ralanewship with God. The Lord dosse™t wawt us baing the
Tndze of anyone, that is His job. He wants us to be His fest that camy the gospel
to those neadme forgiveness and be an example of that forgivaness.

Let's also remember the tlluvsranen of the froir mee. The life of a Chrisman 13
o bear fmadt, which is evidence of 3 borp-azain life. Which means we are saved
simmers. The only differsnce batwesn us and the unsaved 15 the blood of Tesus.

We haven't eamed it znd wea don’t deserve it, but we should charish it We have
apswerad the call of the Holy Spirtt. We are saved!

Prayarfully avoid being led by emotions. If's not going to be easy, bat it is
necessary if we are to have a fnithal life. A life that points others to salvation by
zrace mnd through faith m Fesns Chriz: Unnl nest dme may God keep vou finnly
in Hiz grip!

Tepyy iz the Evgcurive Divector and Broadeazter of The Tnspirmg Wand media
mInisiry: Jou can coniae? Tarmy By email ai chemzpiringword olgmall com
O Iy visiimg wwnhainsmiringword.org

Some Basics To Ponder For
Those Grieving

By Pastor Depnis Tove
MeDowall County

The Bible says in Fomans 12:15; “Rgieice with them
rhat die rgieice, and weep with them tharf weep. ” How
many mnes bave you found vourself standing in line at
A visttartow snd suddenly vou thiek to yourself “What ami I going to say to thas
parson who has just lost thedr spouse, or thedr child, or some other closs fam-
iy member™ Or how maoy tmes bave you gope through & vistiadeo lne and
walked awzv withont sayving nuach at all? Ower the course of the next sevarzl
months, Twant to share with vou what to sav, what not to sav, what we can do and
what we should pot do when we sncovater those whe are grieving.

Listen to 2 faw thing: that srieving people themselves said they wizshed peopla
had known or said or dons daring their timie of grief

Whea my grandmeother died fromn demeantia, someone wrote, “I'm somy vou
dida’t get 1o sav good-bve the way yvou wanted 0. If stll brings tears to my eyes
that somzeone said exactly what T didn’t even Enow how 1o express.

Almost a year after our infant son died, 3 womean 2t church talked abons him
using his pamie o & conversation, snd I almost wept with gracmde! T didn't
realize kow minch o har thar everyons mied MOT to tzlk about him to protect me
from further pain when in reality, the most pain I was expariencing was foan oth-
ars dodeing his existence at every num

Char purpose in saying something to those sreving is simply to enfer mio the
bonrt wyith them and to les thewn knoar thar they are pot alone. Grisving peopls are
nat expecong ns to make the pain zo away. They're really just hoping that voun
and Iwill bart with them! So, there are some basic things for us 1o ponder if we
are willlng to enter info ther pain with thern snd bless tham during the mast my-
ingz and difficult dme of their life. First of zll:

Lzt the Grieving Perzon Take the Lead—-TWe feal awkward whan we g0 1o ies
spmerns and there s silence, so we iy to &I the silence with words. We forget
the fact that thers is grest power and great coonfort in just showine up and being
willing to listen to the person who is grieving. LET THEM TALE. Lei them ba
the first 1o state their feelings or their conclusions, then wou can Sollow their lead.

Don't Azsume-—Have you ever fommd yvourself saving to 3 pneving person, “T
koow 1t hnrts and I know whar vou're geing throngh™ That sounds good, but it is
oot ! Don't zssume you koow what someens elsa is fesling even if vou have
lost whar they have lost.

Drow’'t Tall Tham What To Die—-0Often, wa say things like: “You really peed to
aat something © “You shonld 2o to bed apd gef soome rest.” “You should zo see
your doctor™ “You really shouldn't do that™ WOW yvon may be exactly nght!
Bz, tpstead of t2lling them what to do. comne alongside of them and szv somie-
thing like: “Iwooder if you mied to lay down for just & linle while if it would
halp”

Dipw't Make It About Yow-—The worst thing vou can do around 2 grieving
parson is talk showt vourself. Mewver ralk abons yvourself umless yvou are asked oo
invited by the person to do so. Dion’t start a conversafion with someons srieving
by referencing yourself

Esteem Their Grief---Iiake the person’s loss great becanse of 15! Wa nunmmize
2 loas when we say things like: “Well, God zave them 2 lot of yvears on this earth ™
or “You know, they werz sick a long time. s they are nof sick any longer™ This
is mue, just doa's sav it at the visitstion or the funaral unless they open the doot

BUREAU

INSURAMCE

© Breft Cloer
Civis Johrson
Chasity Pitman

vy Esibinsmm I EEEvTﬁS-EE?E
Bakersville, NC (828)688-3745

Gat Real fute-Home-LEs

o LI Tk
o Tt Uil

first and allow you to do so.

Dion’t Be Put off By Tears---Even thongzh tears can be awkwand
for soane, they really are a gift. They wash away some of the
torins, the pain aod the grief from within. We assume that when
WE Z0 10 vizit & grisving person that thev need chesring up. Bur
in reality, what they really need is mme apd your permission o let
thary crv and be sad.

Iy Denniz Love i rhe Sentor Paster at Glemaood Bapiisr Chaurch
i Marion, NC. He and hiz wife Ficki kave been married for

aimosi 29 years and they kanee Bean in Marien for alwmozt 5 years.

=

They have two sons and three grandchiidren.

Al

www. brocnews.com
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GriefShare

Valentine's Day
By Carchm Dons
Mitcihel]l Coumgy

Valenrine's Diaw iz a spacial day to celsbrate our love for
ane aeother Children exchange paper cands and candy, and
partiss are often held v classroams with delscrable swast

s O | WINPT Gy

2 Y4 4
igpored! Teensgers surpnse one another with cards, fowers

and candy in lockers and cars, as they express thedr love and affecton Adult couples.
smzle and mamied. celebrate deeir relatonship m simdlar ways, often sharing a special IL OMPAN '

migal toeEether

There is cae ZToup u:-f]:-ecp & n:u:n are often m:.ab]-:—t-:l BL Ty thiz day because thei
S 828-765-1268

o deadh. Tharis the widowad person,

men and wornen both. They can fies] S“[“CE P]]],E., NC

2 if they ara forgomen. However,

this pase Valentime's Dizy, Thursday,
Fabruary 14, 2018 mey widoos m
o connnunsty were remembered and
loved-cain & special way Two young
wornsn from Westem Caroling Church
spproached me with the desire o do something special for wid-
aws, Morgan Hall and Eelly Jowes both share 3 beart for widowed
wiornen, Morgsn suzzested a Valeatine Banguet to recognize and
bopor them She and Kallv planned apd prasepted the entive event,
glthonsh they did sliow me to help a bir!

We put I:-:lg:—:l:—'_-r 2 list of every widow of whom wa knew, and
mvitafions specizlly desizpead by Blorzan were matled to each
oue_An BEVE was requested becmize 8 cpunt was needad fon
the mieal catersad by White Falls of Burnsiille. Guests checked in
and paf o name tags, assisted by Blaxine McKipney, A candlelir
tablz of mersory, amended by Syhia Dellinger, was sat up for the
wioren who brouzht pichres of thelr spouses. A lzbel identified
each photo and which guest to whonn it belonzed Mo detzil was
overlooked, inchiding backzround monsic and Hebing 1o et the
miood. Miaoy meests came with a fiend which belped ease some
swhwardness. The
merm of lasazea, salad, .
zarlic bread anpd cocoout h 2018 Ram 2500 Tradesman Crew 2018 Ram 1500's 15 fo choose from-
cake, was excepdon- | dxd Cumming, 7o chooze from Mofor Trend Truck of the Year!
ally prepared. The event |
was held 2t the Whrtson
Building m the refir-
bizhed rastaurant sec-
tizn. The girls and their
hnsbands setup and
decorated the tables with
elezant tablecloths and d
napkins, place seftmgs _ 1 K 2018 Ram 2500 Laramie Mega 2019 Ram 1500 4WD Rebel
of real china, glassware . Cab 4xd4 Soorf Group, "'“ummlrL & More Mofor Trend Truck of the Year!
and silver, apd gorzeous i
fipral amranzements with
candles, Each gusst’s
mgal was semved indi-
vidually by Morgan and
Eelly, aud they smendad
to refills and other peeds

tavuzhont the meal
Flowers and chocolate are standard for Valentine's Dav, and 2018 Ram 3500 Crew 4x4 2018 Ram 3500 Crew 4x4
this was Do exception, as each lady carzied home ot alon= with Tradsman e will wupfit it for yow. & fo chooge from, AN fypes of upfifs

2 maned verse, Jeremuzh 2811, “For I keow the plans T have for
you, plans to benefif you, not hanm you, p.:ﬂ_ 1o Zive vou a hope
and 3 fitturs * Following the dinner, T spoke to :LE wornen, ell-
mgE my own story of widowhood brefly and God's plans in ooy
lifs, aud.u_rm'h imformarion shour GrisfShars as 3 resouree for
healme Fady Whller also spoks about her experience of healing
trouzh the Grefohas munisoy.

The single sessioa Loss of a Spouse senunar that was cancellad
m Jamary chee to smovw has besn rescheduled for Thursday, Apanl
4, 2019 at Western Carolina Clurch i the wing &t 00 P4 All
zuests weare vired o amend and received fvers and brochuares
abour Grefthare and the mdividual evenrs The 1 3-wesk Fall
cycle for Griefihare will begin in Anzust and conclude in M-

'emJ:ler with the Surviving the Holidays seminar. More informa-
tion about these schaduled events will be fezmured in npcoming
izznes of BRCH]. The public is sbavays mncated to all Griefshare
events even if they have pot experienced 3 logs. Taoudd like o
ENCoUraZe ANy persol in 3 rintsry oo artend o leam how o halp
those they numister to who are in a season of srief. Ifvou wonld .
like information about GriefShare, plasss contact Carolyn Dotrs at SHevsLan ooossal JEER ﬂ RrRAM

i s ——
Western Carolma Chreh, E28-T65-4833 ar 8258-467-1433,
www.buchananyoung.com
Caraiyn Dz makes ker home in Ledger and Iz a feacher gf T S NG For pye E o page P
Exceptional Children ar Greenlee Frimary Scheol. She iz a Sern g VNC For Over 50 Years
widow with nwo sows and fuve grandchildren. She ic a member 828-682-2194 East Main Street, Burnsville, N.C. 28714

af Western Caraling Church in Spruce Pine.
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 Fachel’s husband (Gen 29:18-

".|:| 1

6 Its posts he made of silver, its
of gold (Song 3:10)

10 with soap and my hands with

washing  (Job 9:30)

14 Eemember, O LOED, your

great mercy and (Ps 25:6)

15 the winds blew, and beat

that house; and it fell not (Matt

-| '\.hl\l

16 Mas-er we've worked  all

night (Luke 5:5)

17 the commander of Saul's army

was __ son of Ner (1 Sam 14:30)

18 They reeled and __ Like

drunken men (Ps 107:27

20 Twall the weary and sat-

15fy the famnt (Jer 31:25)

22 there before me wasa

horse! Its nder was named Death

{Bev 6:8)

23 collect the weeds and

them in bundles o be bumed

(Matt 13:30)

24 Donotler unwholesome

talk come out of your mouths

(Eph 4:29)

25 for wide 15 the

13 the way (Matt 7:13)

28 the company of Korah, when

they  agamnst the LORD (Num

2607 KTV

. and broad

30a like 2 measuning rod and
was told. "Go and measure (Bev

1 1.'1:1

32 unte yvou, scribes and

Pharisess, hﬁpua:ntes. (Matt

3,8 &
23:14)

_a-i.i'lr-:nunh the wimdow
Sisera's mother (Judg 5:38)

36 who claimtobe  though
they are not (Rev 3:9)
37 and loose s from off has

foot (Deut 25:9)

40 The LOFD reigns. hets  m &,

majesty (Ps 93:1)

42 also leam to maintain good
works for necessary (Titus
3:14)

43w heﬂler itbe fator |
whether there be wood thersmm
{Num 13:20)

44 denieth me before men shall
be before the angels (Luke
12 KIV

45 Hn:m ___ thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12)
mi‘

47 brother of Cam (Gen 4:1-2)
40 The two ___ amved at Sodom
n the evenng ({ren 19:1)

53 the of hus head began to
grow iJudges 16:22

55 picnic pest (Prov 6:6)

56 Iwill  down and sleep in
peace (Ps 4:8)
58 Saul his thousands, and

Diavid hus ten thousands (1 Sam
203 EIV

60 He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed mn white  (Revw
IHEIV

62 Philip, ike Andrew and Peter,

was from the townof  (Johm
1:44)

65 Asher remained on the coast
and stayed inlus  (Judg 5:17)
66 Even mn laughter the heart
may  (Prov 14:13)

67 Mockers  up a city, but
wise men hum away anger (Prov
29:3)

68 though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death
(Ps 23:4)

69 were as swift asthe
the mountams (1 Chr 12:8)
(ETV)

70 Thou art my beloved Son;
in__ Tamwell pleased (Luke
3-TH 1] HEIV
/1 the  forest has been cut
dewn (Zech 11:2)

upon

DOWN
2 ye say, The LORD saith it;

! ]
S

"

¥

[ have not spoken (Ezek 13:7)
KV
31 on vou 2 kmgdom, just
as my wy Father conferred one
(Luke 22:29)
4 them that had gotten the vic-
tory  the beast (Rev 15:2)
5 deprive (Hos 9:12)
6 His head 1s as the most fine
gold, s locksare _ (Song
SADKIV
7 A man finds joy In gIving an
reply {Prov 13 ..3_‘,!
8 even if [ washed myself with
___ {Job 9:30%
3 the Plulistines drew near to
_Eamei i batile (1 Sam 7:10)
10 I saw something like a large
bemg let down from heaven

[uu:b 11: Sl

11 rowing device (Ezek 27299
FLT‘-.
12 reached for hus sword, 1t
out and struck the servant (Matt
26:31)

3Iwill  to thewr numbers,
and they will not be decreased
"Jer 30:1%9)
7 those who practice magic

T].1E idolaters and all liars (Rev
10
19Iwillbe  and rejoice in
vou (Ps 9:1)
21 look of contempt or scom
(Isa.57:4)
26 twenty he goats, two hundred
. and twenty rams (Gen

than the least of all

G d s pen]:nle (Eph 3:8)

28 for me the gates of

righteousness: I will enter (Ps

118:19)

30 obey him and do not

agamst s commands (1 Sam

12:14)

31 the first home of Adam and

Eve (Gen 2:13)

33 noman any thing, but to

love one another (Fomans 13:8)

35 He was given a crown, and he
out as a congueror (Rev 6:2)

36 abbr for the seventh book of

COPFYRIGHT 2048 Bl EWORDGAME S COM

the O.T.
37 and some of them they

shall and persecute ‘(Luks
1149 ETV
38 Forzake not, and she

shall preserve thee (Prov 4:6)

KTV

39 The _ which he sware

to our father Abraham (Luke

1:73)

41 a silversputh, which made

silver shrmes for  (Acts

19:24

45 Jeroboam __ Israel away

from followmg the LOFD (2

Kmgs 17:21)

47 What ___ vou that vou

keep on argumg? (Job 16:3)

438 but beat lus and said,

'Gnd, have ]J...E]' - on me (Luke
13)

EEI upon Matthias; and he

was numbered with the

apostles (Acts 1:26)

51 T have coversd my bed with

¥

ALL RIGHTS RESERYVED

colored
7:16)
52 silver mn two bags, with two
___ of clothing {2 Kings 5:23)
54 The altar will be split apart and
the on it will be poured (1
Kings 13:3)
55 lips that speak knowledge are
___jewel (1.4) (Prov 20:15)
57 Josiah fought agamst Pharach
king of Egypt (Jer 45:2)
39 It1s God who arms me
strength and makes my way per-
fect (Ps 18:32)
61 For in hum we live and
have our bemng {Acts 17: 28
62 have them =].111t the doors and
them (Neh 7:3
63 For I have not mme tocall
nghteous, but smners (Matt 9:13)
64 Why have you brought us up
out of Em‘pt to the desert’?
{(Num 21:3)

___ from Egypt (Prov

and

Sodution on page 14

=
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Mayberry Doesn't Exist Anymore
Bv Fuss Feaves

“Bamey Gets His Man” is a faverte
epizode from The Andy Griffith Show. In
that episode, there's 2 hizh-speed car chase,
Andy camies 2 g and an Afncan-Armsr-
ican citizen can be seen in the backzgronnd
when the crimina] iz apprehendad
If that's the only episode vou ever warnch,
yan might think Mavbemy is a center for
urban crme with a diverse populatoa. If
vyl watch miore than one episode, you realize that's oot 2 good representation of
Mavbermy.

O the other kand oothing nmch was tie about Mavbermy anyway.

Thonzh based on the towas of Mavbemy and Pilot Mountain, the show was
flmed on Hollywood backlots. Tust abont the only real establishunent on the show
was Snappy Lunch where you cap snll get 2 pork chop sandwich today. Tow can
zet a hairour 2t Floyd's Barbershop, but that opened Later becanse of the show
We don’t ke to think of Mayiemry as ficdon Andy Gnifith makes us nostalzic
for the zood ol’ davs, The culy hardened crominals in Aayharry were passing
throngh Pravkster Emest T. Bass never did awyone sy real hano. And on Sum-
dav, everyone in fown, including Oos the lovable drnk, gathered ar the All Souls
Churcls.

What remains unchanged is the Great Comnussion that Jesus ounpared to the
chuach o make disciples of all peopla.

T mawel wo “Maybarry™ & lot. and wot just for the pork chop sandwich. I've got
farndly pearty. I've mo in the Mayberry Half Marathon. T alse mavel ro Maybemy
35 3 missionsry

“Wlavbermy,” or Mount Adry, 15 also kpown as pocker of losmess Mo, 130, Ba-
cently I stopped oo the side of Havinore Sireet to look 2f some data about pocket
Ho. 159,

Cna of three familss with children has no fatber m the home Ons oot of four
adults over the age of 15 didn't gradusts from hizgh school. There iz far more
ethnic diversity than the TV show would kave led us o belisve

Abour oae o six familiss love below the federal poverty line. And 11,000 of
the 16,000 people who live there do oot know Jesus. Suddenly [ realized thar I
was patked rizht in froar of Andy Griffith’s bomeplace. We are definitely oot in
Maybemy anyvinore!

Adayberry, if it ever existed like we see if on the show, certainly does not extst
swymore. All across Morth Carplins are linle Mavbemy-like towns that aren’t like
they Were 8 generation OT Two 820,

What remnains wnchanged, bowever, i3 the Grear Cormmission that Tesus im-
parted to the church o make dizciplas of all people.

Whether vou are in pocket Mo, 130 or apywhers alze. there are lost peopls
2l areund won, often within the shadows of steeples of Morth Caroling Bapist
cluaches. Filled with the Holy Spint, and commirtad o the t2:sk of nopacting
losmeess through disciple-making, your church and every menber of it can make 2
difference.

While some may wish for a rerorn o Maybemmy, we have the opportuity Sor
smmething even beter As the gospel wansfomms lives m our communiges, we fod
aarsalves oo the advancing edse of the Kingdom of God.
by Buszs Fleaves [/ Soategic Focus Temm |/ Baptst Stare Convennon of Morh
Carolinag

1. Amanda Question: Hello! Good amcle. Can yow tell ws how you palled the
statistics for Moun: Afry and swrounding area please? Interasted in the stars spe-
cifically. Thank wou!

Reply

= Faiss Fesves Thanks for 3 zreat ques-
non! We use a varety of demographes
and mapping servicas which sualvza
sweamis of data ranging from the U7 5,
Censas to the Annunal Chagch Profile of
M Bapdst Churches. with mawy points
in benwesn. We like to alwavs spectly
that demograplics ate a snapshot in
mme, and they evolve sowe need

o verify s information by gefng

ot in the commmunity o praverwalk,
praver-drve, mest and couverse with
neizhbors. Usually what we find is that
our datz is preqy accurate. Whers there
are anomaliss, we can usually detect
the reason for it (census Bloc spillover,
pecpls sroup nusrstion, genrificanon,
etc.). Even in those very rare occa-
sions, bowever, when our data 1s provean
wrong, we rejoice becanse followers of
Christ have gons out to mieract with the
comnmniry and interceda for it So, if
wa'r2 wrong, pleass tell vs! The data,
whather it 1s rzht or wrong, is & starting
povinf to catalyze missional engazarent
in e Comnnicy.

Care For All Ages!

Extended Hours
At All Three
Offices!

Bakersville
688-2104

Fuzs Remves works for the North Caraling Baptis: Conveniion on the Shratesic
Focur Team Russ Remees seres a5 a siraiesy coondinaior for the Strategic Focus
T af the BECNC. He it g mative aof Winstor-Salem, North Caroling, and a
eraduane of Frutland Bapsizt Bible Instinge, Lancaster Bible College and South-
easiern Baprist Theological Seminary. Russ holds a master gf diviniy degrec with
a dual conceitration m Chrizian apolegedics and bidlica! languages.

FPreviousiy, Russ served ar pasror of Conowingo Bapiizr Church in Conowinga,
Muryland; Hillcrest Bapiist Church in Eernersville, North Careima; and Feman-
ugl Bapfizt Church in Greensbore, Novth Carolma. He haz faught o wide variety
gf courzers in biblical theologicnl and pastaral sulfects m several collegas and
aducanonal programs. Buss and iz wife, Donda, and thetr children, Salem and
Solomon, reside in Greenzhore, North Carciing. In ki spare fime, Russ @jays
spending time with kiz flamily, reading, rmveling and running

V-

to help protect
your many sides.

AUTO | BUSINESS | FARM | HOME | LIFE | RETIREMENT

BURMSVILLE
(828)682-2325

SPRLUCE PIME
(828)765-2790
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(828)733-9500

MCDOWELL, MADSON, BURKE
(866)346-4202
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TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com
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Eturmﬁ
By Pastor Steve Williams
Afirchell Couniy

We all have a bad day in our lives, regardiess of who we
are. And being a Christian doemmn’t alter that fact. Christans
hawe bad days just like everyone else. If yon think yon ever
had = bad day just Lsten to this. T think it will cheer von up.
It is supposedhy an acmal statement written by 3 bricklayer,
and furned in to his company requesting sick leave.

“To whom It meay concem. When I got to the building site I found that the
hamricane had knocked off some brick from around the top of the boilding. So, 1
rigzed up a beam with 2 pully at the top of the building and hoisted up a couple
bamrels finll of bricks.”™ When I fixed the damaged area, there were a kot of brick
left over So, [ placed the extra brick in a bamel, I then went to the bottom and
began releasing the line. Unforfunately, the bamel of brick was much heavier than
I'was and before T knew what was happenimg. the barrel started coming doam,
jerking me up. I decided fo hang on since I was too far off the groumd by then to
jqunp. and half way up I met the bamal of bricks coming down fast. I received a
hard blow to mry shonlder. T then confinued to the top of the uilding. banging noy
head against the bexm and getting my fingers pinched and jammed in the pally:
When the barrel hit the ground kard it burst its botom, allowing the bricks to spill
ont. I was now heavier than the bamel 5o, I started down again at 3 high speed.
Halfwray dowmn I met the bamel coming up fast and received several injuries fo nay
shins. When I kit the sround. I landed on the pile of spilt bricks, gefting several
painful cuts and deep bonises. At that time, I nnst hawve lost my presence of nund,
I ket go of the line. The bamel came dowm fast giving me another blow on my head
and putting me in the bospital. Therefore, I respectfully request sick leawve ™

As 3 pastor Twant vou to understand that vou can have a bad day even when
you are following the Lord. T think of the time that the dizciples snd Jesus were
cangit in A sudden storm whils crossing the Sea of Galilee. So powerful were the
winds and the waves that they thought the boat wonld be sunk. They cried out to
Tesus, who was asleep in the stern of the ship. “Teacher do you not care that we
are perishing™ Ses, the disciples were on the ship because of the orders of Jesus
and He was on the boat with them. It is very obvions then that a person can be
obeying the Lord and be in a close relationship to Hon and still get caughi npin a
storm. See, having Fesus in your Life does not keep storms from comdng. But when
He is thete, He gets yon through them, when they do come. We must not compare
being saved with being safe. We are so quick to say it was Dandel’s faith that got
him out of the lion's den ot we forget that it was also his faith that got him o
the lion"s den. God never promises ns safety and security in this life, only strength
fo getns zafe fo the shore. We will all have Bad Diays and experience Stomms in
this life. You mizht be facing 3 financial storm, marital storm or a plysical storm
or an emational stonm and you are not surs you are going to make it through
safely. Femember the Bible is our Survival Manual. It is the Lord that helps ns
throngh our bad days, and through the stonms that wall come inte our bives. If you
zet close enough to Jesus, whom the writer calls “the captaim of our salvation in
Hebrews 2-10, you will hear him say, “ In the world you will have mibalations,
bt be of zood cheer, T have overcome the world ™ Place your lifs in the hands of
God —He will belp yow.

Words of Wisdom:

= Trials reach us whar we are; they dig up the soil, and let ns see what we are made
of. Charles Spurgeon

= & gem cannot be polished withowt friction, nor 3 man perfected withouwt trials.
/A

= If we are faithful in the little things we chall zain experience and strengsth that
will be helpful to us in the more serions mals of life.  Hudson Taylos

= Mo one s immuns to the misls and wribulatons of Life  Martin Lawrence

= We are always on the anvil, by trials, God is shaping us for higher things. Henry
Ward Beecher

Dwom’t Let your Trials Get You Down

A businessman was in a great deal of moukble. His business was failing, he had
pui everything he had into the business and be owed evervbody. It was so bad he
was even confemplating snicide. As 8 last resort he went fo 3 pastor and poured
ot his story of tears smd woe. When he had finished the pastor said, "Here's
wheat T want you to do, put 2 besch chair and your Bible in your car and drive
down to the beach Take the beach chair and the Bible to the water's edes, sit
down i the beach chair, and put the Bible in your lap. Open the Bible; the wind
will rifie the pages, but finally the open Bible will comee to rest on 3 page. Look
dowm at the page and read the first thing you see. That will be your answer, that
will tell you what to do.”

A year later the businessman went back to the pastor and brought his wife
and children with him. The man was im a new custom- tailored suit, his wife in a
muink ceat, the children shining. The tusinessman pulled an envelope stuffed with
money out of his pocket and zave it to the pastor as a donation in thanks fior his
advice.

The pastor recoznized the bensafactor, and was corions. "You did as I suggest-
ed? he asked.

5 v," rmeplied the businessman. "You went to the beach™ "Abso-
hm}r.ll

"You saf in a beach chair with the Bible in your lap?™ "Absolneely."

"You ket the pages rifle untl they stopped™  “Absohrely™

"And what were the first words you saw™  “ Chapter 11 ©
Bankruptcy.

S50 1 filed for

Steve Williams i5 the Paztor qf Berry Chapa! Bapiizt Church in Spruce Pine.

Dazzled by the Dance of the Kites

By Ken and Tan Merop
Avery Coundy

March winds whipped oy hair back from my
face and lifted moy spirits high . like a kite soar-
ingz toward the clouds.

In the early evening hours along the beach
mear the lake, my bushand, Ken, was eager to ses
what mught present itself for his photozraphic
eye. Ever his cheerleader and companion ~ and
lover of cool, owtdoor breezes ~ I accompanied
him ..book in hand for enfertaimmment.

Around that time. 3 gentleman ammived with his kite. My eves laft my book and
tamed skyvard where the kite soared and dipped bozzing in the breeze as the
man skillfully manenvered It.

However, the best awaited us.

Afrer 3 time, leaving the one kite behind, be walked to his tock and T again re-
mrmed to resding. Then [ noticed him camying what appeared fo be another kite.
Instead it was a case holding five kites.

With zreat precizion, he lined them up and then artached the laad o both hands.
As he expertly navigated the kites, the wind lified them from their sandy perch
With tails fiying, they soared into the sky like planes in formation fo put on a
show.

Apd whar a show they put on.

The whinrimg sound set ooy heart to fluttering. The flawless dancmg kites
spared, dipped, and waved swishing this way snd that ~ elegant, colorful winged
movement agamst white billowing clowds and blee sky that dazzled and ammazed
me.

Ot there sumounded by God's creation of sky, lake, foliage, and relentlass
breezes, I was refreshed. But, watching this man make use of the gift of the wind
and the namral beach backdrop, I felt 1oy spirits soar

It reminded me how the Holy Spint of God -~ when invited info our hearts ~
is like the wind that lifts ws np, up and away o realms we conld not reach on
our own. And as we respond o his promptings, we motivate others to catch the
breeze of the Spirit so they can spar, too.

When Jesus spoke to Micodenms (a Pharisee and mler of the Jews) about be-
ing bom again of the Spirit m Jobn 3: 8, METV, he said “The wind Blows whene
if wizhes, and you Rear the zound gf i, but cannot fell where it comes fham and
where it goes. 5o ir evaryong who i barm gf the Spirir. ™

A kite alome iz A beautiful thing. But, like these five kites azcending sliding,
dipping and swooping, let's work together in the Spirit ~ catching the breeze for
his glary. Selah

Dancing across the sy

Like ballerinas holding hands and gliding across the stage,
these kitey glided and dipped in the breeges...
creafng a dance af color and mspirafion.

Lee's Lot ahe Holy Spirit it us together
in a damce of hope and endhnsiosm capivating ofhers
so they hear Hiv music and danee for joy

“Let them praise Hiv name with the dance. . for the Lord
Exlces pleasure in His people. ™
Psalm 14%: 2 and 4a

Een and Jan love residing i the mountaims qf Avery County.  Fazif Jam's new biog
(& pauseandconsidernat, Journgying with Jan,; and Ken's photos at kenmeroppho-
rograpi.com.

Check out our new Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Mo Regrets Family-In the Palm of His Hand

By Pastor Diean Homeycutt
Mirchell County

The Bible azks the question “how can heo walk
rogether unlecs they agres ™7 And the snewer is— they
cannot. It is wery difficult, if not impossible, for two
opposing ideas to come together in the middle unless
one or both parties give in. And that is where we are
in America, we have two opposing ideas or ideclogies
that canmot meet in the middle. Jesus talked about this when he said, “you cannar
SErie two masters you will either love one and hate the other, or you will hold o
ane and despise the othar ™ (Matthew §:24)

When I was growing up. I never thowght about politics or 2 Biblical Worldview.
I am sure there was as nmch condict in the world when I was 3 child as there is
now. But honestly, I have never seen a time America was so divided and tom. Sec-
nlariration has tom our connry apart. It hes remeved our pulpits from a place of
mmftuence. We have watered down our Biblical moorings and foundational heritage
so much that we do not know who we are or what we stand for. We have lost our
way. The Bible wams of immorality and apathy. Hebrews 201 (BT 19003

“Thargfore, we ought fo ghve the more earnest Bead fo the things which we have
heard, lest af any tima we should lef them ship. ™

We Christian people and the Church have let our spiritzal and Biblical moor-
ings ship. I cannot chamge what is going on in our government, bat I can change
what is going on in my life and the life of my family. I can give “more eamest
beed” to what I know t0 be tme and honest, and faithfil. America is shiding we
are slipping away from God.

In BMumbers 14 after being led out of a 430-year bondage in Egypt, Moses sent
12 zpiss info Canssn the “land that Aows with milk and honey™” the promised land
for the children of Isracl. When they retumed to Kadesh Caleb wanted to go up at
once and conguer the land and possess it a5 God had promdzed. but the others said
we are oot sble to go up against this people becaise they are sironger than we are.
We kave two opposing views here and there is no middie ground. Either obey God
or disobey God. The pecple began to mamnir and complain against MMoses and
wanied to go back to Ezypt, becanse they did not believe God. The Bible wams
s ghout mnbelief Hebrews 41 (v 19007

"Lt ur thergfore fear, lert, a promise being lgft us of entering inie hiz nest, any
af you should seem fo come thort af if. ™

Joskma and Caleb speak out and tell the people wot to rebel against God,
becanse God has removed the defense of the people of the land, and that God is
with them  Hewewver, it was too late for the people of God. They provoked God to
amper. and for forty vears thess imbelievers wonld wander in the wildemess antil
all were dead except their children and Joshus snd Caleb. God honored the faith-
fulness of Moses, Foshua, and Caleb, but He judged the nation of Israel for their
unbelief We need to keep this in mind— (God may komor our individeal faithiial-
ness, but is God pleased with America? Is America not like the “land that flows
with milk and honey”— has not God blessed America? Could we all not suffer
because of our blatant dischedience o GodT

The Bible says in the Book of Hebrews these unbelievers did not enter God's
rest becanse of unbelief. Hebrews 3:18 (KT 1900)

18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter his rest, but fo tham thay
baliaved not?

Hebrews 3:19 (ETV 1900%

19 5p we nee that they conld not entar in becouse qf unbeligh

God & rast here s not the " Land gf Canaan ™ But heaven and everiasting ljfe. To
antar God 5 rest is fo kave efernal ijfe. Hebroews 42 (LT 1904)

2 For unio us was the gospel preached, as wail as unito thase: but the word
Freached did rot prgfit them, mor being mixed with finith in them that heard it
Hebrews 4-0 (ETV 1900)

P Thare remaimerh thergfore a rest to the people af God. ™

My beart’s desire was o wiite about the divisiveness and unrest we have in
Amernica today. Two opposing views on almost everything. America has nomed
her back on God. We have rejected God's “Test” which is the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. We have disobeyed God. My fiend. America will never be great until God
is Grest in America I am all for 2 wall fo protect us from evil. But, America has
ikt walls to kesp God out. Heoar can we ask God to bless our nation when we
rejact the grace of God in Christ JesusT Hebrews 12:25 (KTV 1000)

“2F See that ye ngfise not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who reflced
him that spake on earth, much mare shall notf we escape, [ we furn away from him
that speaketh from keaven: ™

by dear friend repent and twm fo God. Take your famity to church --be faithiinl
o God. We are pot called to change the world, we are called o preach the Gospel
of Jesns Christ, so He can change our keart before God destroys this world. It is
obvious that America is divided and “a house divided cannot stand.” Look o Je-
505 in these last davs. He is the awthor and finisher of your faith. The world may
be In tormail, but God holds it in the palm of His Hand.

Paztor Dean Honeyeurt shephards Snow Hill Baprist Church in Bakersville, NC.
He way be reached at 515-383-0213, snowhilibaptisnmemml.com . or visit thair
website at www snowhiBapiizt com.

The LORD 15 my strength and my shield; my heart frusted m im,
and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with
my song will I praise him. Psalms 28:7
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Tim's Treasures

An Affliction of Conviction
By Timothy W Tron

The cold gray light of dawn had vet to reach the brmk
of my window sill. Somewhere over the moumtain, the
light had vet to reach this side of the mom. Like waves
crashing upon the rocks of a distant shore, T could hear,
bt I could not hear. The words of the youne man from
the day before returmed; thonzihts of nmsic and farnming
combining 35 one. As e spoke ooy mind refiectad on the
scripture references: ashes fo ashes, dost to dust, as we are one with the earth from
whence, we Ccame.

I placed my materials at the jundze"s table well in advance of the start of the
days Fiddler's Convention. As [ returned with a fresh cup of coffee, 2 yvoung man
settled imto my left, be too being a judze for the moming’'s event.

“William Ritter,” e said as we shook hands.

Tip his left, another judze began to sit down. They had known one another from
other enconnters and began to sike up acunversaﬁunnfcnmingw&nﬁ, ﬂam:es.,
and such. I casnally listened a= I watched folks of
all azes filtermg inio the Lynnwille Falls ballroom of
the Plemmons Stmdent Center at Appalachisn State
University where we were part of the 11 ammal
Fiddler's Convention Cur morning was to start with
the youth guitar competition. Vices filled the cham-
ber as I serenely sipped the bitter trew. Eventually,
the keywords stmack ory ear that seemed to be 3 bit
at odds, “Heirlpom seeds and omsic.™

“Diid I hear you correctly,” my amention now
tumed fully to the bearded youmg man sitting next
o me?

During the conrse of their conversation, [ had
come to understand thar they had connections throngh Warren Wilson College,
where sustainable asriculture was tanzht and practiced William had mentionad
speskimg at one of the events they had been talking shont on the subject of hair-
lomm seeds, music, and their commection.

“Tell me more,” I asked, now fully vested in understanding his perspective;
o1y own had already besn retrieved and ready to compare. He shared how we too
aften take for granted those seeds that which are passed dovwn from one geneta-
fiom o the next, and how omch richer and sweeter those fruits and vegetables raste
when compared to generic, mufﬂlﬂmﬂlsmdspnrchasedatmlncalﬁm
supply store,

Nodding my bead in agreement I
fully umderstood whers he was go-
ing. He went on to say how old-time
omsic is much the same how society
doesn’t appreciste the fraditional
omisic and how it is passed down
from one generation to the next; it
too baving a omach richer and sweeter
disposition wpon the soul than other
forms of music.

“It is our affliction,™ I said o him.
He psused in reflection, thinking deeply about what I had said You could =il be
wanted to dig deeper, but before we conld embark further, the emces for our judz-
g event called the program into order, and the participants began to perform,
one after another. In our short, but rewsarding time together, William and I found a
common threzd and hond

Beflecting back to that moment, thers had been 50 mmch more to convey that
had sprung forth from that beginning Like a seed being planted, those purpose-
ful words of heirloom seeds and nmisic, so to0 was our faith passed down from
one generation to the next. Either one of which, that may be dropped, perpetmates
2 loss fo the coming generatioms; their ancesital ties to the muth becoms endan-
zered. Someone once said, “We are one zeneration away from spostasy.”

As surely as [ awoke this moming, I knew in my heart that God had planted me
next to William Ritter for a parpose yvesterday. Inside of me, there was a renewed
sense of being and what the Lord had called me to do. The words, “Afflicred to be
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Coovicted, ™ came to mind. I sat up in bed, searching for pen and paper in the dark
bafore the words left me.

My life had been ome of working the land while soothing nmsic reconmactad
muy spirit to God. A vision of the past began to take hold. In it there stood a fimora
in the cold Light of day, there were no shadows, only the gray, bleskmess of late
winter. The boy picked up a handfol of the dark earth and conmibled the och sodl
through his finpertips. As tiny remomanis of dirt slipped through his hand he pulled
his fist close to his face and mbaled, smelling the deep aroma of nich bumus. His
mind drified back to the garden just cutside
Grandma Trom's finy kitchen window,

It was early spring, and it was the dark of the
moon Ezxster was pear. The family had been
called in for the celebraten of Good Friday.

The cherry trees wounld soon be blossoming
at the Foofless Church. Whenever the fam-

ity gathered. they also came to work together.
A Tron was nof content fo just sit; they had to
keep busy. It was time for putting in the potato
sets for the vear's garden, and Grandma had the
moops fully deployed. Most of the blooms on
the irees and bushes had yet to come forth; swomer was stll 2 distant thonght, at
we kpew if Grandma had said it was time to plant, then it was fme to plant. The
dirt was cool to the towch as his hands dog one bole afier another, placing the sets
carefully so that the eves were facing up. Behind him, a consm was following,
laying straw imto the bed, covering the sepdlings, as yet, another cousin followed
the other, pulling the soil back over both, tucking them info bed for their evenimnal
resumection. Grandma worked alongside ns, whistling old bymns in the sweetest
refrains. We often tried fo muimic ber, i our lips could never sustain the sweet-
ness to which she camied ber melodies. One after another, their zentle refraims
blessed our ears, cabming our yvouthfil spirits. It was back-breaking work, but the
reward, spending time with grandma, and then to be rewarded with a fresh plate
of her fried potatoes, was well worth any toil.

He looked at his dirt-stained hands, the soil blackened beneath his nails; the
sense of accomplishoment and family; a fesling he wonld not soon refease. The 1m-
pamed melodies forever planted within his soul; the bond of earth and song were
inseparable. The two were in his blood forever part of who he was.

God had created man from the earth, breathing life into his nostils, so that he
conild hawe life. “dnd the Lond God formed man gf the dust gf the ground, and
Irearhed tnte his wostrils the brearh of life; and man became a Iving soul 8 drd
the Lord (rod planted a parden eastward in Eden; and there ha pur the man whom
kg Rand formed, "-Gen 2:7-8 After the sin, man was cursed to work the land, by
swaat and tedl; yet, again it was who be was. “Adnd unte ddam ke said, Decause
thou kast bearbened unio the voice gf thy wife, and hast eaten of the ree, af which
T commanded thee, sqying, Thou shall ot eat gf it cursed is the ground for thy
saka; in sormow shalt theu eat gf it all the days gf tiy I[jfe; 18 Thorns alzo and this-
fles shail it bring forth to thee; and thou shaif eat the herd of the fiald; 12 In tha
swear gf thy face shalr thou ear broad, 5l thou return wnto the ground;; for out gf it
wagst thow faken: for dust thou art, and unte dest shalt thow rerom, " -Gen 3:17-19

od had intended for ns to work the land from that point forward, but not onky
the land, our humanity as well. Hiz only Son provided ns with the path to eter-
nal life throngh our salvation, but coly such that we had been entrusted with the
planting of those seeds of faith. Without them the finture senerations would be
lost to sin, and etermal desth. It is our conwiction of puorpose to plant those seads.
Althonzh we as sowers may never reap the harvest, it is up to us fo cary on the
Word of God unto the world, for these were Christ's own words, 15 dnd Jarus
came and spoke unto them, saying, "4l power is given unfo Me in Heaven and
an aarih. 19 (o ye thergfore and teack all nafions, bapiizing them i the name gff
the Father, and qf the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 20 teaching them to obsarae all
rhingz whatzeaver I have commanded you. And lo, Tam with you always, @ven
urto the end qf the world ™ Amen ™Azt 28:18-20

As my finpertips glide across the keys, nmsic connects me to another realm
whersbv God spesks throush me in spite of me. The conmection is imdeniable.
"Lat the word gf Christ dheall in you richly in all wisdem, teaching and admonizh-
g ong another in praims and kymnr and spirifual songs, tinging with grace in
Jour hagris fo the Lord. "“Col 3:16

Like that fecling of dark soil slipping through our fngertips, its smell reach-
ing o senses, reminding us of our irrefistable connecition fo the earth, and God's
love. “Mn the nweat gf thy fiace shalt thow eart bread, tl thou refurn unie the
ground,; for out af it was? thou faken: for dust thou art, and unie dust shalf thou
returm. © Seeds of faith, the far-reaching ability to touch our hearts through nomsic,
and the gronnd upon which we trod; we are never far from the praces of God.

Long apo, the seeds of faith were planted m myy soul Grandma genthy watered
themn with beantifiul melodies of faith which to this day. bring gprace to my heart
We may pass from this life to the next one day, but until we do, we too shall break
the sround and plant the sesds for those to come:; lest they fall o the wayzide and
darkness prevail.

Preserve those heirloom seeds, nmsic, and faith if not for yourself do it for
those you love.

Ashes to ashes, dust to dost.

Let our affliction becoms our conviction in all that we do.

Thanks be to God.
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Timochy W Tron iives i Collerinville, WO with hiz family. He is the former Direc-
tor gf the Trail qf Faith in Foldese, where ke 56l volunieers and Relps with tonrs.
He now teaches Martk full time af Watauga High School i Boone. He is the author
gf @ mew Chrizian series, "Children gf the Light, ™ with the first book baing,
"Bruecke to Heaven, ™ and hiz recent book, being the second, “"The Light in the
Darimess. ™ He is an active blogeer, artist, and musician. Throthy alzo has a BSEE
Jrom UF, and iz a Lay Speaker He can be reached at twirongiive com
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Zion Hill Baptist Church

The Good News of the Gospel
By Dr. Tom Walker
McDewell County

In Fomans 1:15 the Apostle Pl writes: "Sa, ar mich as in
mig 15, Jam ready fo preach the gospel to you that are ai Rome
alza. ™ The word "gospel™ is nsed 95 dmes exclosively in the
Mew Testament. Mawy have said the word "gospel” basically
means "good news."

We live in a day of news. To our dismay, mmch of the newrs we hesr today owver
muost of the news networks is fake and biased If the liberal media does not like a
conservative politician they will relsase reports on that person whether it is oy

The Gospel of Tesus Christ is gemunne and relisble. That is why the Apostie Paul
wias ready at all tmees to preach it. He did not face the puillotme in Fome over a
falze messaze. Paul the Apostle felt like the truths be was given to proclaim were
worth giving nup his life ower if necessary.

The word "zospel” in the Greek MNew Testament is translated n another place
in the KTV as "glad tidings." A form of the word is used in Acts 13:32 in regard
io the zospel message where it is called glad tidings. Actslly, it is 2 form of the
word to evangelize which means o spread the good news.

What is it that makes the pospel such zood news? There are seversl matters wa
need to consider abot it. It is pood news becanse of several facts regarding it.

Ii iz Good News Becanse It Is About the Lord Jesus Christ

In the Bible it is called the "zospel of Christ” eleven times in the Mew Testa-
ment The message we preach and teach is sbout Fesus, His death, burial and
resumection.
1 Corninthians 15:1-4 says:
"Moreover, brathren, I declare unio you the gozpel which I preached unio you,
which aise ye have received, and wherein ve stand,; By which alio ye are saved, i
ya kegp im mamory what I preached wnto you, unless ye have baligved in vain. For
I deiivared wnto you first gfall that wiich I alze recetved, how that Christ diad
Jor our sins according fo the scriprures,; and that ke was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according fo the scripumes.

It is a message about bow He came the lowly for the lifeless, the innocent for
the guilty, and the reswrection and the life for those dead in trespasses and sins.

There is something about His name that makes it different than aoy other name.
Tt rings the bells of our soul, wamms and seothes the spint of man, and zives us
hope when nothing else can

We should love 1o bear sermions abowt Christ, sones abont Him and testimondes
conCerning what He is able to do in ome's lifie.

It is Good News Becanse It is Accarate and Feliable

The Gospel message is one that vou can connt on as being cormect and trath-
ful There iz nothing phony or fake in regard to the Gospel of Christ. When Fesus
arose from the grave there were over five-hundred of the brethren who saer him
at one fme. That would stand in any court of law. Imagine that many witmesses to
testify in court of a marter’s validity and muthfulness at one time. That could have
been done in regard to the resurrection of our Lord.

Cme of the greatest verses m the Bible, Tites 1:2-3 says, "In hope of efernal
life, which God, that canmo? e, promized begfore the world began; buf hath in
due fimes manjfesied kis word through preacking, which is committed unto me
according to the commandment gf God our Saviour” In describing God Paul as
he writes o Titns describes God 25 one who “canmot e Chr faith and tost is i
Cme who cannot give out anything that is false becanse of His flawless and perfect
character

Yo cannot take everyone's word but when it comes to what Jesus says, you
can accept and believe it all. The Bible tells us 2 whale swallowed Jonah, but one
preacher said "If the Bible said Jonah swalloaed the whale, I would belisve it ™
We can confidently and completely believe all of what God has to say in His holy
Word

Christ did come (Luke 5:32); He did die on an old meged cross (I Peter 3:18),
(hlatt 25-6).

Tt iz Good MNews Becaure It Brings Sahation

Ephesians 1:13 declares: "Tn whom ye alzo trusted, qfter that ye heard the word
af truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom aiso qiter that ye believed, ye ware
sealed with that haly Spirit gf promize.”

The Gospel of Christ is a pospel of salvation. In order to be saved, one mast he-
hieve its claims. Salvation is 8 wonderful thing that only God through the muth of
the gospel and the woping work of the Spirt of God, can bring about in our lives.

Sahration is full. In it we find what we need for the preseat life and our fathare
life m etemmity. That is why JTesus said, 7 g come thar ye might have ijfe and
harve i more aberndantly" (To10:100. Char Christian life is not one that just gets us
by, it is a life of plenty of grace and help.

Salvation is free. Jesus paid it all and all to Him I owe. In Ephesians 2:8-9 it is
referred to as & free gift A zift is something yon do not peceszanly eam, but 1t 1s
given out of a heart of love from someone who desites to be kingd to you and whao
cares ahout vou.

Salvation is forever Tam comvinced that since we did not earn salvation wea
camnot lose it becanse it is sternal. and it was given to me notas wagebutas a
gift from a caring God. God only has ope kind of life to give—that being eternal
life. Ome should read Fomans 8:35-30 which says: "Whe shall separaie us from

the lowve af Christ? shall tribulation, or disires:, or persecuiion, or fimine, orF na-
kedness, or peril, or sword? As it iz writien, For thy sake we are killed all the dgy
long; we are accounted as sheap for the slaughter Nay, in all these things we ane
more than congrarers tforough kim that loved ws. For I am persuaded, that neither
dieath, nowr ijfe. nor angels, nor principalites, nor povaers, nor things presant,
nar things o come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creanure, shall be able
fo separate us from the love qf God, which is in Christ Jesus owr Lord.” You can
lose fellowship with the Lord, but yon canmot lese salvation irself once vou know
you kave besn bom again. Mo creamre, mchiding yoursslf, can free yon from the
zrip of God's grace and love once you belong to Him.

How thankful we should be for the Gospel of Christ! It is pood news!

Bt GOk AR o o TR A e
The hospice you choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:

v local staft
two hospice inpatient units
palittive care in Jif SeRiings
arief counseling for any adult

Kids Pathies

SPICC |

.1rnhm Foothl Ia
Serving Polk, Henderson; Ruthrerford, and McDovwell inN ?-Il.i in ni
Cherokee, Greenville and Spartanburg in SC
(S28) 2450005 N (8414579100 5C (800 218-CARE(2273)

Selution on page 14

Sudoku

© SasPom Sedi

warw brenews. com

March 2019 - Blue Ridge Chyistian News page 43
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* Dutch ovens

= Survival foods & more

* Essential oils

* Qutdoor cooking systems

612 West US Hwy 19E Bypass » Burnsville, NC 28714
facress from ITD Bank)

)} S30-5250 « pappy@backweods-Tivin.com

Gardner-Webb Board of Trustees
Announces the University's New
President

Office of Communications & Media
Relations

Dir. Wilkiam M. Downs Begins His Term as
13th President on July 1

BOILIMG SPRINGS, W.C.—The Gardner-
Webbk University Board of Trostess is pleased to announce T William M. Dioams
has been named the institution’s 13th president He currently serwes at Bast
Caroling University (ECLT) as the dean of the Thomss Harriot College of Arm &
Sriences v Greenville M.C.

Board members nnammonsly confinmed his appointment at 3 special mesting,
capping a highly competitive one-yesar national search. His term as GWTU presi-
dent begins Tuly 1.

According to David Boyster II, GWU Board of Trustees memnber and chairman
of the Presidential Search Convnities, the new president has significant leadership
experence and nnderstands hizher education on pmaktiple levels. “He has served as
a faculty member, deparment chair, program director and dean,” Foyster noted.
“The Board of Trustees has faith that Gardner-Webb will thrive and contme to
provide ransformative opportunities for students under his pridance ™

With ower two decades of service i higher education, Downs has been at BCTT
since 2014. He is the W. Eeats Spamow Distinguished Chair in the Liberal Arts
znd 3 professor of political science. He adnvwisters 16 academic deparmments snd
17 mterdisciplinary degres programs in the
College of Arts & Sciences, which has more
ithan & 000 aris and sciences undersradnate
majors and more than 730 sradnste majors.
Diovns also ensures the quality of zeneral
education curmicnham for more than 23,000
undergraduate students. Working with his col-
lengu.ﬁ,he]usmn'ud.ucedmﬂal initiatives m
improve nndergraduate ressarch and interna-
tional stmdy opportunities.

“I am truly honored by the privilezs and
opportunity of serving as Gardner-Webb
University"s next president™ Downs said “So
many things have afiracted me and browght me
o this moment. . GWLs mission and underly-
ingz vahues, its people and programs, and its
rich raditions of excellence. Tozether, we will D William M Deowrs
have the chance to write 2 new chapéer in the
history of one of Morth Carolina’s great universities. I cannot wait to ges stared ™

From 1297 1o 2014, Diowns served various roles ar Georgia State University
(Atlamta) including area desn, depariment chair, divector and professor. He is an
accomplished lecturer, research scholar and the author of “Poliical Extremism in
Diemocracies: Combating Intolerance.™ He has been a research fellow st Harvard
University”s Minda de Gumeburg Center for Enropean Smdies. s graduate research
associate af the Carter Cenfer's Afnican Governance Program and a Fulboght
Besearch Fellow m Belgium,

The search committes worked in conunction with the Charlotte-based execu-
tive search firm Coleman Lew + Associates, Inc_ o help in the search process.
Members of the Presidential Search Commitee inchude rustess, GWL faculty
and staff, and a stodent representative

“I am delighted o weloome Dr. Downs to Gardoer-Welbb™ said Jennifer Marion
Mills, chair of the Board of Trstees. “He brings academic depth sigmificant lead-
ership experience and vision to the positon We expect greaf things ahead ™

A Balsigh native, Dioams sarned his Bachelor of Ams in political science {with
8 minor in journalism} from Merth Carolins State University (Faleigh) im 1988,
and his hMaster of Arts (*90) and Doctoral 94) depress in politcs] science from
Emaory University (Atlanta). Downs is married to Eimberly Haraood Downs and
has two children, Fachel and Bradley,

Diowns, his wife and children are hifelonz followers of the Chrstian faith. “Kim
and I acinally met in fourth grade in a Raleizh Sunday School class, and we have
b=en parmers in our spirimal joumey ever since.” Diowms said. “That jourmey
has shaped who I am as an educator, as 3 hushand father, and as a member of ooy
community. I fully embrace Gardoer-Webb's commioment o providing rigorons
academic programes in 8 compassionate Christan environment, and T look forarard
to celebrating the University’s Baptist heritams. My family is eager to find 3 new
church home i the Boiling Springs/Shelby area ™

Located in the Morth Carcling foothills, Gardner-Webh University is a private,
Christian liheral arts university, Gardner-Webh emphasizes 5 strong student-cen-
tered experience and rigorons academics to prepare sadents to become effective
leaders within the global community. Ignite your fiviare at Gardner-Webboedo

Hello Marehl'-‘
Hello Spring!

* e
H* L | - ]
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What are You Hungry For?

By Christy Younz
Afiichell Couniy

Crften in the hectic world that we live in, we find ourselves
meshing through the drive thm at a fast feod restaurant o
satisfy the emptiness in our stomach. But, does that fast
fopd hambmrger really sansfy our bunger or are we looking
for something more fulfilling? I, noyself, would rather have 3 home copked meal
with the mest, potsto, and vegetable. What are you hunery for in vour spirial
walk? Are vou satsfied with the drive thmi version or are vou longing for a fill
course portion of God? In Marthear 5.6, “Blessed ane those who hungar and
rhirst for righteonsness, for they shall be satigfed 7 How satisfied are youw with
your life? Do you long for 3 life of fullness, blessings, and happiness? A life of
that maznitude only comes from a daily relationship with God. In order to have
8 daily relationship with our Father, we must first connmumicate with Him Howr
do we speak with our Heavenly Father? Prayer! He wants us to falk to Him, tell
Him how we feel, fell Hom our woubles, and rejoice with Him in our blessings.
Through the power of prayer we have a direct line to our Heavenly Father, We 0% APR Loan
need direction in the crazy jowrney thar we call life. He has equipped wewitba 0
manus], the Bible. When we dig in to God's word, He gives us direction on how e iy i ey o T e
fo face our problems and how to overcome the adversary. Through prayver and - . e »
sesking Grod’s word, we will find the satisfaction that we desire. In John 6:35,
“Jesus raid to thew, Iam the bread qf ijfe, he who comes to Me will nof hunger,
amd e who balieves in e will ngver thirst ™ Are vou hunsry, are you thirsey?
If so, the answer is Fesus. Any man that comes to the Father. .. will imger and

T e ol e e P 911 W. Union St. Morganton, NC

Jackson Hewitt

No Fee
Refund Advance

You could get up to

*3900

ph: 828-433-4455
fax: 828-433-4488
inside Wal-Mart
828-433-2243

Chrizty Toume i the blecred wife of Chrizs Toung and proud mother gf Hunter
and Holden. She iz a ljfe-long resident gf Mitchal]l County, bookkesper at Tourg, - -
Miligr & Gillespie, P4, and a member of Bear Croak Baptist Church. www.jacksonhewitt.com

passionate about building quality products here in the

Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove,

Buck Stove would llke to invite you to stop"i;y our manufacturing facility.
Whether you are h yaurhameaupmchgupﬂmpam,wemme

to have something that you will love. Our outdoor living store has _
weather polywood turniture, customizable tire pits, and our S-S
newest addition tiny houses. With six current models, the options and Jf
styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g
work. Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive www.buckstove.com !
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777 BB GD -f'[ 2
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The National Day of Prz
Theme: “Love One Another"

By Manica Henley-Eritz
Mitchell County

Scophare: Tohn 13:34 "4 mew commmandment I ghae wnte
you, That ye love one anoither; az I have loved you, that
¥ alsa love one anather, ™

Why Pray?

Dro yom believe in the power of praver? Do youn be-
hieve GOD hears our prayers?

Prayer is the best tool we have. We are in confact with
GO0, The Creator of the umiverse. How awesomme! Char nation is in real ronkle.
Unless something changes. . unless we humble ourselves, imless we pray, unless
we seek HIS facs. unless we m from our wickedwess  our nation 1= headed for
destruction. But GOD is faithful HIS promises are tmee and sure. HE talls us in
The Bible in 2 Chronicles 7:14, that when we do these things. huomble ourselves,
pray, seek HIM, and nuom from our wicked ways.. THEMN HE will hear us, HE will
forgive us, and HE will heal our land.

It begins with repsntance.

Bezinning on Thursday, April 25th, we plan to gather and pray at 12:00 noon
MEMMMMMW&M&MWMMMMM
This will confinue through Wednes- -
dary, May 1. These are called Drays of |
Bepentance. and I believe they are 2
very necessary part of the Mational
Dy of Prayer. So please plan to
come each day at 12:00 noon fora
fime of prayer for our naton. Each
day will have a thems, based on the
7 major areas of inflvence in a soci-
ety: the charch, media, military, the
govermment, asimess, edacation, and the famuly.

The Matonal Dy of Prayer is on Thursday, MMay 2, and we plan to meet at 12:00
noon at Fiverside Park for a tme of prayver, as well as music and speakers. We
will also have apother ime of prayer at 6:30 p.m. for those who work and canmot
attend at 12200 noon

Please come. When we seek THE LORD with a sincere and an honest heart,
HE will hear. HE will snswer. In the book of Jonah in GODs Word, GOD was
ready to destroy Nineveh but when they repented HE did not destroy them Jonah
3:10 tells ws that "Grod saw their works, thart they furned from their il way, and
God repevted gf the evil, that ke had said that he would do unto thewm, and he did
it ot "

Momica Henlqy-Eritz iz a member qf Bevry Chapel in Spruce Fing NC.

God's Children:

NOT Exempt From Suffering
By Shawn Thomas

Burke County

In early 186%, mdreds of thowsands of men from the
hnrthwmhﬂugdraﬂedmmthhmmﬂmymhﬂpﬁnﬂly i.r
bring an end to the war. President Abrsham Lincoln’s own
spn Fobert was now also being sent. Lincoln's wife Mary did
MWOT want him to go. She said, “T am so frightened he may
never cpme back tous!” But Lincoln replied, “Many a peor mother, Mary, has
made this sacrifice ...". After sending 50 manv others off to war, Lincoln could
hardly exempt his own son.  Fost because he was the President’s son, didn't mean
he didn't have to go to war. (Sandburg. Abrahem Lincoln, The Praire Yesrs and
the War Years, p. 6607

And so it is with us. Jost becauze we are God's children, does not mean we are
spmehow “exempt” from varous sufferings. In fact, it may rather GUABANTEE
them — because God will purposefully use these difficultes to grow us spinm-
ally, and teach us important things He needs us to learn.

Hebrews 5.8, speaking of Jesus’ time here on earth, says, “aithough He was a
Son, He learned obedience from the thingz which He myffered. ” Being God's Son
did not “exempt” Tesus from snfferings — and neither does being His child ex-
empt 5! Even though we are God's children. we will suffer in His will, becanse
we Will “learn obedience™ from it.

Among other things, this means just becanse vou are suffering. does BOT mean
that you are not God's child — or that yon are not in His will. Sometimes when
we face difficultes we muight be temipted to think, “Perhaps I am not in God's
will? Perhaps He is punishing me™ Bt this is not necessanily so. God’s children,
right im the center of His perfect will, may suffer. }lmll'kelesus “althonzh (you)
are a som, (yon) are learning obedience from the things which {you) are suffering ™

— 5o, suffering doesn't mean you aren’t God's child.

— Suffering does not mesn yon aren’t in His will.

— It just means that God kas chosen to nse what vou are going through to teach
you something very important. So, walk with God through that difficult time in
yvour life, and be sure to leam the important spirimal lesson(s) your Heavenly
Father intends to teach you through it!

Shawn Thomas 15 Sendor Pastor af Pleasant Ridge Bapiast Church in Morgandon.
Hiz messages and devorionals ane avaiiable af wwsshasnerhomas. com

These things I have speken unte you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer;
I have avercome the world. John 16:33

COLORUELL,
i

WINTER CLOSE-OUT
20% DISCOUNT ON ALL STOVES

GETTING READY FOR SPRING

I_I,‘_
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Dave Ramsey Ministries

5 Questions to Ask

Yourself Before Marriage
By Rachel Cruze

Mamrizge is one of the bizggest decisions you'll ever maka, so

the last thing you want to do is 20 n umprepared.

Money is the number one issne couples fight abowt. In fact,
Famsey Solofions released a stmdy that shows money Gghis are
the second keading canse of divorce, behind infideliry. S0, mak-
mE sure vou're on the same page shout your finances with youar
future spouse is extrermely inyportant. WWhen you sit dosm and talk with your parmer
shout your finances. it builds a different level of trust i your relationship. Yon'll wind
up Froine claser o each other s a rssult.

Talkine shout money can be uncontfortable st first, bt it’s so worth it Before yoo
say “T do,” here are a fesw questions you should ask vourself as yon get ready to have
the money talk with your fuure spouse.

1. Where are you currentdy with your finances?

Both of you should answer this question and zet it out on the table. How muach debt
do you have—inchading smdent loans, car loans, mortzages, cedit cards and even
personal leans? What's your anous] income? How mnach do you have in savings?

Cmce vou both have that mformation, you can msake a plan wm attack yvour debt. That
leads us o 3 very imponant guestion—do you want debs to be a part of yvour mar-

no, bat vou need to hewe this
dizcussion If vou're deter-
mined ta zet ouf of debt and
VOUT SpoUse Continnes fo
pile up credit card deb, ten
you 'Te headed toward a lot
of marital stress.

Db is a thief. It steals
VO mmoney and your joy.
The last thing youn want
io do is delay all of dwose

riage? I hope the answer is
= = |
\-J-n. -

drezms you have with youar

fufure spouse. Being debt

free will allow you to o your dreams into a reality. 5o, make a plan to 2et out of
debt together, and don’t let it be an option ever again.

2. Am 1 a spender or a saver”

“Yiom probably know the answer fo this question immediately, dght” Would you
rather spend your time shopping at the mall or updating vour budzet n Excel?

The spender and the saver are todal opposites, bat it's troe what they say—opposites
atiract. Often in marmiage, one person is a spender and one &5 & saver. And that's
akay! Fust becanse one likes to spend and  the other cne Hkes to save doesn't mean
your marriage is doomed. You balance each other out

The problems start when vou go through life withont inderstandmz each other’s
nafural tendences Yon have to start by embracme one another s differences. There is
no right or wrong here. The key is to comnmnicate and mske a plan for youor money
togather Spendars shoubdn't bet all of the bodgetng fall to the saver and vice versa.
Yo are one now!

3. Do I understand how a badzet works?

If vou don't know how to make 3 budzet, stop what you're doing and leam howr
o creste one. [ know what vou may be thinking ... “Budgets are the worst!™ or “Yon
can’t have fim when vou're oo a bndzet!™ Budzeting might seem restrictive bt tell-
g your money where to go instead of wondering where it went actally gives you
permission to spend! It's also a sreat way o deepen comummmication with your spouse
because you're planning for vour fitre tozedser.

Yiour budeet is vour game plan. With a zero-based adeet, you list your meonthly
meome at the top of the page. Then kst all your monthly expenses—egas, food, rent.
debt payments and so on—helow that The ncsme mimes tee outzo should equal zeno.
Every dollar should beve a “name.™ Give yourself grace. It will take 2 few months o
zet nsed to budzeting. bat vou'll pet thera!

4. Wheat are yvour financial fears?

This might not be 3 fim guestion, bat s an mportant coe. Fear can make us do
crazy things, especially when it comes to your money. Pear is what leads to people
hiding purchases from their spouse or getiing a secret credit card. Both of which are
bad ideas, by the way!

Mayhbe you're afraid becase yon don’t have the security that compes with savings or

mavhe you'te scared because you're living paycheck to paycheck, like most Ameri-
cans. Whatever they are, share them with vour fisnce. Getting your fears out on the
tahile will help yono to zet on the szme page when it corsss to your values and reoney.
5. Wht are your dreams?

Where do vou picture yourself (and yeour sponse]) yesrs from now? What type of
lifestyle are bvine? Vi probably slresdy knowr the ansaer, and these sre dines vou
shonld be sharing with each othes. too.

Talking sbout money with yvour parmer hinds you on an intimate level wunlike
anything else. You wind up shanng your hopes and dreams together, and who doesn™
want that? The honeymoon doesn't have to end when your weddns is over. Diream
together, and make a plan for your money together. [ proogise, you'll add a sense of
peace in your mameage that could not edst with debt!

About Rache! Cruze

Az a #1 New York Iimez best-seliing author and host f The Rachel Crize Show,

Rachel halps people learn the proper wias o handie mongy and siay out gf diebyt.
She 5 authored throe best-seiling books, including Love Your Life, Nor Thairs and
Smart Money Smarr Eids, wiich she co-wrode with ker fither, Dine Ramsay. Tou
can foliow Cruze on Twitter and Instagram ar (@ RackelCruze and eniine at rach-
elcruse. com, yortube com/rachelcruce or facebook comrachelramsayeruza.

MEMORY CARE

Your Partner on The Journey

As an assisied lving community
specializing in Alzheimer's disease

and related dementia, we are dedicabed
fo helping owr residenis achieve their
“hest life." By focusing on each person
as an indnidual, we sirve fo interact
and engage with every resident in a
meaningfil way, every day.

Call us today A helping hand with daily activitiss
to schedule a » Madication managsment
tour! - Bathings, grooming, and dressing
» Asgistance during meals
E 2 El  omerrononaican

W
6215 North US Hwy 19E
Newland, NC 8637

(828) 733-5558
AffinityLivingGoup.com/Cranberry

Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffes, Gifis,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » B28-559-2700

I'can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. Philippians 4:13

www. bremews . com
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PruittHealth Home Health
woluld like to take the
opportunity to serve you

'-i- Pru itt in your time of need! We

strive to provide the best

quality services for your
home health needs.

Avery County:

(828) 733-1550 Our services include:

_ * skilled nursing
Mitchell County: + physical, occupational
(828) 688-3421 and speech therapies
« medical social work

Yancey County: * home health aides

828) 682-7825
(320) We serve Avery, Mitchell,

Yancey and surrounding

ounties.
Pruitthealth.com ¢ »
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