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By Dioug Harrell

A litile over mine vears 2go [ begin baving dreams about
Blus Fidze Christizn MNews almost every night. Iwonld
awake in the middle of the night thinking abont this paper,
and the fact that it was really stmzzling to stay afloat and
contimie to be published A zood friend and former enmploy-
e of mine had stared the paper and [ knew he was stmg- .
gling o make things work out. Barbara and I kad been in the publishing business
for sewveral vears and were aware of bow difficult it was, at times, o make all
the pieces come together oo deadlines and schedunles that were so critical. Cash
fiow was always important everyday snd every month. My fiiend had asked me
several fimes to come help with the paper. ar to take it over and I did not fiee] that
I wanted to do that at all and told Barbara repestedly that I was not geing to get
imvolved with that paper. At this time, we were already past the age of retirement
for most folks. It is just amazing bow God works! The dreams kept coming night
after might and I knew the paper was going away, it was going to fold and I think
God was telling me, Doug, you need o do this paper, [ want you there! Soome
are £alled o do different things and it became obviows to me that I was being
called to step up and take on the paper. As things would happen during this ime,
& dear friend of ours, Clint Pollard, came to live with s on the farm for swhile
after pomg through some very hard times himself Just a few days after he came,
I menrtioned the paper to him and told him I thought he wonld make a wonderfiol
editor. He just horse laughed and said Twas crazy. Later he was to write 2 series
for the paper called Funmy Farm and that has been a lepacy i its own right.

Within a few months of all theze things taking place. I made the decision to
take gver the paper and made the surprise announcement to Barbars and Cling one
Sunday afternoon afier I made the decision on the Saurday preceding. You can
imagzine the looks on their faces when I made the anpnouncement! Barbara's first
comments were “you did what, what are you thinking and what are you going to
call 7 I had not really told ker or Clint about the dreams I had been having and
I told her shout those that Sunday. I told het that I felt like Jonsh that I had been
mmning from God and what He wanted me to do. I was not sure what whale was
zoing to swallow me bar I knew God was rying to send me to Nineveh o spread
the “{Good Bews" and that I was gomg fo name the corporstion The Mineveh
(it acmally pot mizspelled 2z Minevah) Corporation DEA Bhae Ridgs Christian
Mews. Onur focns was to provide a vehicle to spread the good news of Christ
across Western Morth Carolina and parts beyond. Tsaish 52:7 “How beautjfd
umow the mountaing ane the feel of him that bringeth pood ridings, that publicheth
peace; that bringerth good Fdings af good, that publizheth salvanion, thar raith
unfa Zion, Thy God reigneth ™ This became the key verse that we focused oo over

the years. (God has blessed the paper with wonderfinl readers, contributors that
have provided the content, and advertisers that have provided the fumds to make
the publication free to the readers over the past wins years. Car mission statement
was simple and three-fiold, a triple braided cord is not easily broken: TO SPREATY
THE GOOD KEWS OF CHRIST, TD UNITE THE BODY OF CHRIST and TO
BE THE BEST ADVERTISING VEHICLE IN OUF. MAREET AREA = These
have remeined our primary focns over the past nine vears and we give thanks to
the Lord for blessing the efforts involved in the process.

The time is now here fo fransfer the ownership and production o another
person that God has put in place to carry on His work. We all face seasons in our
lives, and change comes to each and everyone of ns. Ecclesiastes 3:1-B, “To qvery
thing thare iz a season, and @ fime fo avery purpose under the heaven: 4 dme
fo be Born, and a fima fo die; a fime to plant, and a time fo pluck wp that which
iz planted; A tima o B, and a tme fo keal; a fime to break down, and a time
fo build up, A time fo weep, and a fime fo laugh; o fime fo mourn, and a time fo
dance; 4 fime fo cart awaqy sfones, and @ time fo gather sfones fogether, a fime fo
embrace, and a fime to refrain_from embracing; A time fo ged, and a tiwe fo losa;
a iime to keop, and a fime to cast away, A fime fo rend, and a fime o Tew, o ma
fo kegp silence, and a fime to speak; 4 fme to love, and a time fo hate; a fime of
wir and a tee gf peace. ” Seacons can be challensing to ezch of us in different
ways but if we listen, God's timing is parfect The new owner and pukblisher of
ihe Blue Ridge Christian Wews is 2 fine young man; young to me, anyhow, Brian
Barrier from Morganton, BC. He and his wife, Michelle, and his mother-in-law,
Cathy, will be nummimg the paper from the office here in Sproce Pine. Cathy will
be doing the editing and organizing of the paper and Brian will be taking care of
the bnsiness parts of the process. Barbara and I are both excited about the fwmre
of the paper with Brian at the helm and know that be will contine the goed work
that the Lord bas so blessed and camied on for the past nine years. We sinceraly
ask for yvour continned support and prayer as they put the Lord’s paper out each
month in the coming vears. and ask that yon pray for Barbars and me as we slow
down 3 Iittle bit at the rips young ags of seventy-sie. We will miss the interaction
with =0 many of you that has halped make our lives so complste and fulfilling for
the past few years. Our lowve and appreciation for you will never fail' Thanks for
the memories, the hmzs, the tears, the prayers that we have all shared together. To
God be the Glory!
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The Orchard at Altapass

Memorial Day Picnic

At The Orchard The

By Donna Stafford

Mitchall :“:umzuf- DRCHARD

This year, Memorisl Day falls
oa Monday, May 27, and is the day

. &‘#L‘TAPAES

the folks at the Orchard at Altapass v

celebrate with millions of others SM% e GM‘{ ;h.ﬂ'
around the nation and bonor the 1025 Orchard Foad
men and women who died while serving in the Spruce Pine, BIC 28777
United States military. The hMemorial Dy picmic has E2E-T65-9531
become an ananal event at the Orchard and a time to www.altapassorchard org

come tezether, enjoy 3 meal mnsic, and memories.

Fastivities begin at 10:30 a.m_ and continne thronghont the day antl 5:30 pam.
There will be live iraditional nmsic. clogzing, dancing, and food, lots of food—all
o commemporate the national holiday and its meaning.

Aemorial Dy had its origins in the 1800°s and was known as Decoration
Daav—elected to honor the 620,000 Americans who died doring the Civil War.
Om May 5, 1868, General JTohn A Logan leader of an orgamization for Maorthemn
Civil War weterans, called for 3 nationwide day of remembrance. “The 30th of
May, 1868, 15 desiznated for the purpose of strewing with Sowers, or otherwise
decorsting the praves of comrades who died in defense of their coumiry during
the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in abmost every cify, village and
hamlet churchyard in the land ™ he proclaimed The 30th was chosen bacamse
no other hattls had that date &= its anniversary. Decades passed. and the TUnitsd
States found itself embroiled n apother major conflict, World War I. The boli-
day evolved to commmemorate all American
miilitary personmel who died in all wars—ones
1.1 million In 1971, Memorizl Day became
an official national holiday and always on the
last Monday in May.

In Orchard fashion, the memories come
from omsic and food and friends. On the
schedule are favarites, Town & Country,
Couaniry Just Us, with yvoung Kevin Bedding-
finld sandwiched between. Eevin, now at the
rip= old age of 10, picked up his first banjo at
three. He taught himsslf to play by watching
YouTabe, then began professional clawham-
mer lessons ar eight. Ower his short career,
he has won regional and national awards,
performed on the radio, and is on rack fo achieve his goal of perfonming at the
Grand Ole’ Opry. Come listen to this pint-sized talent.

The price of adnuission is a covered dish (enough o feed your family, staff
volunteers, and musicians; and please bring before 11:30 am ). Without a shared
dish, the day will cost 515 that inclodes all the mmsic and dancing you can stand,
Orchard BEQ) and buns, coleslaw, beans, and beverages. Food will be sered until
2pm

The Cochard at Altapass is lecated at 1025 Opchard Foad, Spruce Pine (mile
marker 328.3 on the Blue Fidze Parkway). For more information about any
Crchard programs, please visit waww.altapassorchard org, the Orchard at Altapass
Facebook page, or call 828-T63-0531.

Eavin Beddingfield

Davma is the Director ar The Orchard.

No. - Grill

Grassy Creek Golf Cours

Marlene’'s Meditations

God's Beautiful Needlework

By Marlens Houk
Burke Covmty

Philippians 1:6 Beme confidant gff thiz very thing, that
Fig which kath begun a good work i you will perfbrm it
untH the day af Jesws Chrisic

What is smocking? Is it
A fish bait

B. an insult

C._ a sewing craft

My friend had smocked 3 lovely Easter dress for her toddler sranddasughtsr.
The pleating stood in precize folds, marching gently across ber frock. Resting on
top of the pleats, and seeming to float across the surface, were tiny flowers spori-
ing bright pink that matched the Spring weather with attendant lumrious green
leaves. The powder blue cloth offered a perfect backdrop for the delicate band-
work that spoke of lowing attention fo detail for a reasured princess.

As T drew the lovely zamnent closer, my mind totally absorbed in the crafis-
manship, a thowghe drifted with the soft whisper of a dove’s wings straizht to my
heart. This is how Christ designs His plan for His children's lives. Through my
friend’s passion to create an heirloom for her pranddsughter, I caught a glimpse of
my heavenky Father's care and infinite skill in crafting His plan for my life.
Looking back, I can see the precize way He pleated the folds of my life to produce
2 child of faith that wounld honor Him and sustain me_ And from His cache of
richly colored thread, He wove across those pleats that formed His plan the jew-
eled shades of flowers and contrasting rich green leaves that reflected His good-
pess and mercy in my life. Crown-
ing the smocking, He gently sewed
in white seed pearls that seemed
to foat on top of the pleats. Their
significance speaks t0 me every dme
saying, “This is yvour legacy, child,
for you belong to the Pearl of Great
Price which is the Bride of Christ.
Pememnber that.™ (Matthear 13:45-
44)

Smncking can be seen in paint-
ings as sarly as the thineenth
century (Lutrell’s Psalter circa
1340 and even mentioned in Shake- '
speare’s play of Romeo and Fuliet
(Act 2, Scene 4, Meroutio speaks).
Cmiginally, anocking, with its many
plears, created exira room in the
earment for laborers and even exirs
paddimg on the shonlders for carry-
ing keavy tools. This reminded me
of how God leaves so moch room
in His personally-tailored gamment of rightecusness for ns. His =kill in fashioning
nay frock lesves plenty of room fior spinteal growth and mchides exira padding to
carmry the bardens of life.

Perhaps now you can recognize smocking that was especially popular for
young children in the 1950s and remains a classic garment for foday. Let it remind
you of God's carefinl attention to our lives as He sews a garment that reflects His
deep lowve and care for each one of us as dear children.

Marlene Houk is a reguiar confributor to Blue Ridee Christian Nows. Her passion
iz to delve daeply inte the ruths gf Bible women and to dizcuss those in Bible
Studies called Backstage Pass fo Bible Women. She and her husband disconver jay,
nuriure, and chalienge in their church. Her confact is marienehoukiabalsourh. net

As one whom lis mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye
shall be comforted in Jerusalem. Ismiah 66-13

Public

Casual Dress

Lunch & Dinner - 11:00am-9:00pm
Sunday Brunch - 11:00am-3:00pm

P

See our complete menu af nedgnll.com

Special Events - Private Room

2360 Swiss Pine Lake Dr.
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Traditional American Cuisine

www. brenews. com
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES Great Hope Tth day Adventist (4) FARM SUPPLIES HOUSING Bantam Chel (22)
Jomathan's Used Appliamces (T)  Meeganton Seventh day Advestict () Grifiith's General Siore (17) Clayten (26) Bubba's Good Eats (14)
Fine Branch Baptist (1) o's (7)
AUTOMOBILES - Dealers Plurntres Presbyterian (4) FURNITURE INSURANCE No. 3 Grll 2)
Bachasan Toung (37) Spruce Fine United Methodist (4) Buck Steve (45) Cardinal lmrance (41) buitzerland Inn (44)
Jobn Greese Chrysher (7) St lugian Catholic (4) LEB Furniture (2T) Fartnar |esmrance (11) Tokys (31)
The Brdge (4) Peoples Furndtwre (46) Miller Inswrance Group (24) Western Sizzlin (%)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires West Burmerille Baptist (4) Sowthrwest Trading (30) Mitchell Co. Farm Barean (36)
Sprace Pime Tire (40) Mation Wide / Trent (31) RETAIL
CHIROPRACTIC GARDEN CENTER Premier lnsmrance (14) Grassy Creek Clothing (30)
AUTOMORILES - Supply Craz Chirepractic (16) Christmeay Tree Hill Garden
B & | Aute Supply (26) Center (34) MULCH THRIFT STORE
1, ] Lakeview Gardes Cemter (33) Mcllure Constraction (13) Hospice of Mitcell Co. (43)
Deflingers Boskstare (34) GUN SHITHIN' PHARMACY TRACTOR SUPPLY
DENTIST Paper's (17) The Prescription Pad (23) Young’s Tractar Supply (12)
BUILDING SUPPLY Seott Murphy (34)
Summit Buildimg Supply (10) REALTH CARE PLUMBING/HEATING TRANSPORTATION
Dis Bakersville Medical Clinic (39) Burleson Plembmg Beating (21)  Yancey Tramit (f)
CHURCHES Hitchell DSS (10) Carolina Heme Care (21)
Altapass Baptist () Prait Health Care (48) REALTORS TREE SERVICE
Berry Chapel Baptist (1) Aitapass Baptist Church (42) HOSPICE
Burkemant Bagtist (4) Billy Graham/The Cove (16) Rospice and Pallative Care of the  REHABILITATION/WURSING
Faith Fellowship (1) Elue Ridge Home Show (1%) Blee Ridge, Inc (5) Erian Center (§)
First Baptist Sprace Pine (4) Yancey Co. Chamber (5) Hospice of Tancey (1%) RESTRURANTS
Grassy Creek Baptist (1) Yancey Sesior Center (41) Mezsion Health (11} Abeles Resturast (15)
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Church Di

The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
of WNC Baptist Church
207 Avenue 280 Chapel 51
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬂﬁw
waw biridgewnc. org wearwr. bamychapelbapiist.com
Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams
Surday Senice 10:30AM Sunday School 8:45 AM
Wednasday Service 7:00PM Worship Servics 11:00 AM
Church Offica Sunday Evening Care Meal/
9:00AN-3-00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM
Ot e b vt i By e
mﬂimhmii'hlwllﬁl ot i
| i acword Senm 1721 | | At Jesus Christ s Lorel
Morganton Faith Fellowship Church
Adventist Church Micarile, NG 28755
828 584-8212 www flcn.org
wa fenrasdio,org
Pastor - Steva Bletz
Pastor: David Gillespie
Sabbath (Saiurday)
Bible Study - 9:30 am Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am
Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Sandce - 10045 am
Vegetarian Buffet after church Wednesdey Biblo Shudy - T:00pm
Wadnesday *The sispe of & good man ame
Praise, Praysr & Prociaim - ordered by the Lond:
7:00 pm A b lighiedh n his way ™
www. morgantonsda.ong Pealm 1723
L Grassy Creek Baptist| | West Burnsville Burkemont
ooy 783 QU NG 226 by Baptist Church | | Baptist Church
- BIB-TEE-0GH0 Pine, MC maunﬁgﬁmm. h#ﬁﬂﬂﬂ-:gniﬁdﬁ
: i usknrabre il | 7854620 Bumsville, 4 rganton, 2865
www_ alapassbaptisichurchoorg
A g e i b (B28)-682-3990 828-437-2357
Sunday Schosl « 10:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long pleass visit
Warship -H:H..I Moming Worship 11:00am Sunday School: 3:45 a.m. www.burkemontbaptist.org
ooty b g i Sunday evening 6:30pm Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
st & Ird ety s Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
m“‘gﬂa-lﬁﬁf.ﬂﬂm 511} JAM, (Jesus and Me) T.00pm Wednesday Service 5:30 p.m, ;
Discovery ages 12-18) Seokers (young adults] T.00pm| 8:30am - Early Worship
Wednasday - 7: Mid-wesk worship 7-00pm Church visiorr Gloefying Giod theough 2:45am - Sunday School
- “Thad Mitohe County kncwing, growing. going. to bulid e churc 11:00am - Worship
Bilils Balisving Chureh™ may know Christ® et it the workd, 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Humam thhytumn Eaﬂalar t‘::r:ellltm a!i"ﬂﬂ Ho <t Pine Branch
rc st u venth-
el n?PEanmﬂ Road Adventist Church Baﬂt Emﬁ Eﬂ"'h
826785 8019 Bakarsville, NC 28705 2007d US Hwy 70 E Spruce Pine, NC 28777
WK LTSS Church, www bearcreskbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor 7 wiana pinabranch st.nat
m@}m Reverend Bruce Cannon i it
Pastor Barry ofney
mﬂr&':“ Eﬂlﬂ;!'g:ﬂﬂﬂ gﬁ;r“ Reverend Bobby Joe Gresns
Lo Comupe Tusasiny- Thauscay pwarings, 700 Worship Servica 10: Sabbath
Mﬁ;w-_;uﬂmmn Discipleship 8:00 PM Bible m Sunday School » 3:45-10:40am
et - Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Waorship - 11:30am Warship Service « 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mm-wu ammmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
e agmeiied yios |5 ) el e il bt - Praiss, Prayer
ilhlhmﬂlmm "For God =0 loved the word, he mﬁl-::am x '_r;ﬂrmm A Bible-belleving Fellowship
i n gave his only Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
First Baptist Church of Spruce Pine United First Advent
St. Lucien’s Spruce Pine Methodist Church Christian Church
Catholic Church s e 3560 Hhy 225 S NC 28655
695 Summit Strest S Fhts, NC 28777 mm;:m i www facemorganton org
m Pﬁ w mmw“ cam spumc3iiiballsouth.nat Pastor Patrick Bradshaw
(8 me B2B-TEG-T448 A.Imlﬂ:l::r Javiar
Dr. Recky Branch Pastor Rev. Jeremy Troxler |
Surday Mass 9:00 g Sunday Schoo! 10:
Wudmﬂ:?ar Faith Fmrr;m Semor Faster Sunday School - 10:00am Sunday mwm‘ﬂ'%ﬂ
6:00 ﬂmuu 45 am ‘5% “m Wiad: Youth Maal 5-30FM -
Food F'mhrpm 1 - 8:30 and 11:00 am nescly - = SN
& i i, The mission of Spruce Pine Unfted ik Pes e
et '-'fm pen Mathodist Church 1s to ba & beacon on Sat. Band Practics 4:30PM
Knowing God, Sesing God, Sening " i m"mm Chist Crueified, Risan
God, Submitting &o Goal Emucation, and MurLrng Sorvice and Coming Againi
You can let tourists, vizitors and even neighbors kmow where your Calll us at 8387656000 to envoll in

church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church

Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

this important outreach effort.

vwwrw. brenews. com
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Christian Action League of NC

Shadows Gathering Over North Carolina:

Alcohol lssues Matter Too.
By Rev. Mark H Creech

Shadows are gathering over Morth Carcling. Clowds
are approaching. The passion for gaining riches iz set
o cast a pall across the land. But our eyes have growm
s accustomed o the darkness that it's possible we'll
ignore the cminous tempest which it forebodes.

Cmly a few weeks ago, a Boeing jet plane crashed,
and 157 people were killed. Directly after that, Boeing
Max § plames like the one invelved in the crash were
skt down worldwide. Yet excessive alcohol nse leads
o 241 deaths every day and 2.5 million vears of potential life lost every year in
the United States. In Morth Carolina the stats reveal 360 deaths and more than
3000 years of potential life lost anmmally, and despite these horrific fisnres hardhy
anyone hats an eya.

Ohbject to a legislative proposal that would danrsronshy make alcohol more ac-
cessible, and you are apt to be looked at as someone from the Flat BEarth Society.
Even most Christian organizations bave given up on addressing the alcohol issue.
Cme

a ook
that iz a
veritshle
encyclo-
pedia on
social
izsues of
confern to evangekicals, tat there isn't 3 word about alcohol. When was the last
fme you heard your pastor speak abont alcohol use and sbuse from the palpit?

If vou did, it was probably just in a passing reference and cermainty not an entire
SETIMON.

Yo see the darkness is so thick with LGRTCQ) advances, pro-choice conten-
fioms, religionus libenty issnes — issnes we deem mnch weightier — it hardly seems
conssgquential we should be concerned shout alcohol and its related hamas.

Meverthaless_ what's too outdsted. what's not argent enough what's not Chris-
fian enonzh, about resisting policies that celebrate, as well as perpemate, the reck-
less wse of 3 commodity that blasts character, weakens minds, bresks up the bome,
and produces crime and poverty?

Is it not also our patmiotc duty as Christians to suppress forces that debase the
citizenry whomn the state governs and upon which all social and political gronps
depend for security, welfare, bealth, and happiness?

Christisns may be divided owver the guestion of whether to drmk or not. But
surely there should be tmanimity on whether Christians support and work for poli-
cies that minimize and reduce alcobol-relsted harms. So why aren't more Chris-

DPerhaps many f31l to understand the depth and vast scope of alcohol-related
problems? The list seems almost endless. There are serjons diseases, disorders, in-
juries, social and legal tmonbles that Sow from alcohol abuse and the imesponsible
public policies which exacerbate it

Withont listing these harms, one might consider the simation in this way.
Almost everyone has someone, either in their immediate family or part of their
extended family, negatvely impacted by an aloohol-related crisis. Think about it
Mearly every family has besn in some fashion adversely affecred. Is there amy-
thing with 3 more solemn distinction? Hardiy!

Shkadows are growing over the 01d MNorth State, and clouds are approaching.
There is & storm on the horizon because certain lswmakers in the North Carclina
Greneral Assembly assume it's 8 new day and that few people care shout the alco-
hol issue anymaore.

They believe there now exists 8 vacunom where resistance once abhode, and
they mtend to fill that veid with policies based in fanlty sand fictions notions of
economic expansion These proposals allow for greater alcobol ontlet density,
increzsed access to aloohol on college campuses, expanded days and hours of sale
on Sundays, reduwced prices which encourage over-consumphion, new vemees of
sale such as state ferries. and the dismamtling of mechanisms that work to keep the
glcobol industry acoountable, provide efficient alcohol tax collection, protect the
public from taimted products, and preserve the owerall public's health and safety.
Some of these legislative ntiatives bave already passed one chamber and ate
s00n to be taken-up in the net.

Fead Felated Story: State Lawmakers Exceedingly Careless About Proposals
for Alrohol Dieregulation

As early as Toesdsy, April 30t the M.C. House ABC Committes will consider
HE 536 —ABC Ommnibus Femulatory Feform. This bill may be the worst alcohol
proposil in state history. The legislation is 16 pages in length snd confzins 26
different provisions, two-thirds of which wonld be cateporized as hazardous by
decades of alcobol research.

Amnother bill that was filed this week, HB 971-Modem Licensure KModel for
Alcohol Conitrol, would privatize the sale of iguor in this state.

The title of the bill ftself is deceptive. To insinnate there can be the same level
of alcobkol control with privatization as with the state's oumrent ABC system is an

conitied on page 36

15 th Annual
il e | 50|f Tournament

. ofthe Bine Ridge, Ine.
06/08/19

P, Fullfior Tam & CAF
Grassy Creek Golf & Country
Club, Spruce Pine, NC

Tee Time: 8:30 AM

Format: Captain’s Choice

Contact Grassy Creek Golf & Country Club
for Tournament Information at 828-765-7436

Contact Hospice and Home Care of
the Blue Ridge for sponsorship
opportunities at 828-765-5677

Making “Each Moment Count

—
BURNSVILLE *YANCEY
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

FRESENTS

August 2nd & Jrd
sam To opm
T-:"':".Tl ]."J':’lfl"r:. .:".j!"ﬂ-f_?-.'ili':-. I"'L:

www brenews. com
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No Regrets Family--1 Want To Thank You

By Pastor Dean Honeventt
Aftchell Connty

In the Bikble Jesus hesalad ten lepers, tmt caly one
remmed to zive Him thenks. I want to thank Doug and
Barbara for all they have done for our meountain com-
mmities. They have been a blessing to many people Vv
throughout our ares and beyond When I heard the
news, that they bad sold the paper I was sad, but Iwas *
also happy for Doug and Barbara. They took the Blue
Ridge Chrstian Mews and expanded it into the paper it is foday. They have alwayvs
encouraged me snd helped me T adovit I am not & writer or joonabise, bt they gave
mie 3 voice to express what God says. T have written articles on many Biblical top-
ics that would be controversial o some people, snd never one time was [ censored.
Dioag woould say that is what God's woed says and yon are welcoms to write about
God's word. For that I thank you.

As I think back over the years, we (Blue Ridze Chnstian Mews) took oo many
izsnes i Western Nerth Caro-
fina. We upheld the sanciity
of marriaze betwesn one man
and one woman, We fought
for the unbom and the sanc-
ity of lnuman life. We fought
azzinst the zale of alcohol
i Mitchell connty. We have
been a voice and offered help
to those who are simzgling
shared personal testimonies to
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the life changing power of the Gospel. We siood on the Bible and upheld the Word
of God. Bui most importanitly we bave shared the Love of God and the Gospel of
Jequs Christ with thowsands of peopla.

Dioug and Barbara have been fair and weated people with respect. They have
been a blessing to mamy churches big and small They have shared our events and
supported our canses. Dioup and Barbara, with tears in oty eyes, thank youo for afl
vou have done. God bless you. Pam and T love you. Thank you for your friend<hip.

You two enjoy all that God kas in store for vou You both have besn through a
lot and are a testimony to the grace of God even i suffering.

Paztor Dean Hongyeutt shephards Snow Hill Baptist Chumch in Bakerswille, NC.
He may be reached ar 828-353-0213, mowhillbaptisv@gmail.com, or visit their
wabzite af www. snowhillbapiizt com.

Thank You's

By Sheryl Tron
Burke County

The Waldensian Trail of Faith would like
to thaok the many who helped make our
new Easter Sunnise Drama "Feswrection
Light" an outstanding success. With low 40's
temperature and rain Saturday night we had
hoped for maybe 200 attendance. but o our
joyous surprise 700 came ouf fo give praise
for JESUS who died on the cross for all of
us!

Thank you: Mews Herald Hickory Daily
Fecord, Lenomr Mews Topic, Blue Ridze
Chrstian Mews, Foous Mewspaper, CutLook
Fowe- WHEY, JOY FAM And all Ares Fadio
Stations for leting our greater commumity know about this wonderfinl Easter
Production. Thank You- Catawha Fiver Associztion East Valdess Baptist Cloarch
for a delicious breakfast for all, Town, Foberts Oroygen, Director, Cast, Technical
Support and Staff for beimg such a blessing to all n attendance.

We are 50 formunate to have such a caring media in our area to belp in making
us 3 better commmmity for all. God's blessings on each of you, we can't wait umtil
next year!

Senator fim Jacuonin 04-10
President, Waldensian Trail of Faith
And all who wimessed "Fesmmection Light"

Sheryl iz the gffice manager at The Trail qf Faith.

WE ARE
HERE égén‘
\\\ |/ 4

Brian Center Spruce Pine

w Come take a tour and reserve your private room today!

218 Laurel Creek Ct. » Spruce Pine, NC 28777 » Phone: 828-7

f’ﬁ’ The Brian Center team wants to be

a resource to the community.
We are a § star Medicare rated facility.

L 8.8 8 &

It's our goal to get community members
back home as guickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Siroke Recovery

Respiratory Gare

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electrical Stimulation
Diathermy Mobile Swallow Studies

5-7312 » Fax: 828-765-7295

wwrw bicnews.com
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Mine Creek B

What Comes First
By Preacher Chris Rasbaone
Mitchell County

This peneration has been aconsed of being a zenerstion
that lacks comeritrnent That may be te in 3 semes bt
actally, if this zeneration is guiliy of amything #s beng
overconmmited That is to say we commit ourselves tao
nmich oo things thest we conld really do withont. Cuar society
has conditoned us to believe that if we aren't busy all the
time with something we are missing ouf ona foll ife
Siocis] media posts are replete with photos of all the actvi- -
ties families are imvolved. Becently an antomotive commmercial highlizhted an 5TT
theat heas all the room to carmy the things needed for a family that fills np their entire
schedule. The parents proceeded to tell their neighbar sbout all the activities m which
the family was imolved Obviously, the point was o sell the vehicle, bat what canght
ory attention was the fact that the family portrayed had their entite calendar filled wits
so mach . oo nmach.

What I kave witnessed bemg a pastor for srpand 17 vears is bow so many Chris-
tismes amd thedr families seem too busy for the things of God bt slwanys have times for
alll the other activities. When called upon to serve I some capacity in dee Incal church
the responce in offen, "Well pastor, I just don't think T heve time to commst to that.
Let me pray about it aod I' k=t you know.™ For e mpst part wihat they are hoping is
wihile they are "praying about it" someone else will conumirt to it. The problem is that
miost everyone alse is thinking the same thing and charches have about 10%% of thedr
members doing 100% of the work while the 90% who have been "praving sboat it
complzin shout what the 10% are doimg!

Talkine with other pastors owver the years thos problem is rampant in most chnnches.
Christian families conumit to 50 noach stoff they have no tme or enerzy left over for
serving the Lord dwoush the local chorch. The things of God are schednled aroumd
everything else when everything alse is supposed o be scheduled aroumd the things of
God. Mot only is it hard to find Chrstisns who are willing 1o step up and serve in their
charch it's getting harder to find Christians whe will place a priorty on even sttend-
mg services regularly. While larger chnmches may not feel the effects as bad, smaller
lpcal congregations often smaggle from week to week because Christian familiss do
oot place 3 priorty on worship attendsnce or discipleship. Parents who shonld be bead-
mg their children to church and seting the excample of church attendance will all too
ofien teach their children that it is okay to let everything else come before worship-
ping or serving the Lord with other Christans, What many parents don't realize is that
they bave showmn by example that ciarch attendance is pot imporant. Each generation
will place less and less priomiy on the most important thing a family should be doing
fopether, worshippine together with the church. God's plan for teaching our families
ahways begms at home. We 23 parents are nitimately respomsible for discipling our
kids Tf'wre are so busy and commdtted o so memny dunes that we don't have tme to
lead oar children to church, folks we are too basy!

The Bible teaches us that the church is ke 3 body with many different members
{1 Cormehisns Chaprer 12). Each member of the body has 2 specific fonction. Even
o fimcdon properly. If you have ever experienced an mjury to a member of your body,
say your foot, the enfire body is affected by having to conapensate for the member of
the body thar isn't fimctoning as it should. Panl wrote that the eye cannot sy to the
hand deat it has no need of it apymaore, The head cannot say fo te fest that it has no
peed of feet anymore (vs 21). Fast as our phosical bodies need all members o funcmon
as i shonld, the cinrch = the body of Christ neads all the members to fimction 3= it
shomld Tve heard people who proclaim they are Christisns say that they don't nead
to attend church That staserment goes arginct scripurs my fiends. Whether we want
to acknowladze it or not, we nesd each other! TWe nesd every member to fnlfill the
fumction God has given them a5 part of the body of Christ. The eyes goids the hand o
Zrazp, just as the hand grasps what the eyes see. The head gnidss the feet on a path, the
feet carry the head down the path the head wants to go. We are many members of one
body. There is to be no division m the body so that the members have the same care
one for another (vs. 25). Fust a5 3 member of a physical body would wither and die if
separated from the rest of the body, 50 wonkd a Christian who has separsted them-
selves from the body of Christ, the charch bady.

As a pastor, over the vears I have personally witnessed this happen to Christian in-
divichesls smd farmilies Tt happens 3 httle at 3 tdme. Wiss 3 service here, miss @ service
there, miss several in 3 row;, miss A month; attend onby on special occasions, efc, etc.
Then befors vou knowr it thers's no desire at all. The exouses began to fiow, sin baging
fo cresp i the spirvtnal life is drained mnd often 3 toial collapse of morality kes
place and consequences begin to raise their bead. Mamy times, the one who walked
away from the very thing that was snstzining them with life giving ponrishment, is
wihat they will blame for the conseguences they are suffering! TheyTl blame God,
blame the cinmch, blame some individesl, esc, etc. And remember, this all started be-
canse they allowed everyihing else to come between them and Tesus and His choorch.

The point I'm trying to make is this: Let's keep our priomntes im order. Let's not for-
zet that leaming ahout, serving, and worshipping Jesus should be the mpst important
thing in our lives. He is to be first and foremsost m our life and famiky, Wonld you stop
for 2 wiile and take stock of what is goingz on m your famdly? What does your famiby
a5 3 whole place & priority on? Is it the things of (God or the things of this world? Are
you 85 3 parent leading your famaity to worship with His chrch ar sre you keadins
them to believe its ok for anything ar everything alse to come befors Him? Wionald youa
panse for 8 moment from all the chaos and ask yourself What comes first?

PS5 Hebrews 10:24-25 dnd et us considar ong another fo pronoke unto love and
i pood works: Not forsaling the azsembling gf oursehvas fopether, as the manner qf
somae i5; bt @choriing one another: and s0 much the more, a5 ye see the day ap-
proaching.

Preacher Chrir Rathbone terves as Pactor af Ming Croek Baprizst Church.

Chanty suffereth long, [and] 1s kand; chaniy envieth not; chaniy
vanunteth not wself, 15 nof puffed up, 1 Conntlians 13:4-8

&

USED
APPLIANCES
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* We repair all major brands of appliances.
* We repair Monitor Heaters!

Cash It, Don’t Trash 1t [RGadC
We buy your used appliances! R Yo
L] Dr}r:['
149 Roan 5¢., Spruce Pine, NC * Stoves
828-766-9005 + (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

CELEBRATION EVENT

—_—— coosgl  Jeep w

What's easier than
the easy button?

The GREENE button!

NEW 2018 Jeep Wrangler
Uniimited Sport 4X4

3.6 Liter -6 Engine, Automatic Trans.,
Traller Taw, Group, 3 Plece Hard Tap,
Pariviaw back Up Camers

BEST DEALS
OF THE YEAR!

NEW 2013 Jeep Grand
Cherohes Overland 4X4

High Allude Il Package, Adapive Cruse,
Park Asslst Navigation, Heated / Vientiiated
Sieats, Healed Sieering
Towing, Full-Spead forwar Collsion

T ey i (A
e Far e,

LOADED!!

w2858
(=]

JOHN GREENE

mogly Jeep [Yram

MORGANTON, NC

I-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. » Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337

wwrw brenews. com

May 2019 - Blue Eidge Chnstian Mews page 7




The hospice vou choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:
o local staff
v fwo hospice inpatient units
palliative care in alf SeLGngs
ofief counseling for anv adule
Kids Paths
LR

- _-‘

Hosplce [E

il v -
] '|
IH-‘ B < Carolina L Foothills
Serving Polk, HendersonsRurhrertorl and M:D l‘ﬁ"” in NCand

Cherokee, Greenville and | Spart; inburg in 5
(826) 450005 NC (364) 457-9100 SC (800) 218-CARE (273)

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community™
Trips for May

* Friday, May 3 - Asheville Outlets & Harbor Inn
* Friday, May 10 - Farmer’s Daughter-TN

* Friday, May 17 - Strawberry Hill- Chesnee, SC
* Friday, May 31 - Thrift Stores & lhop- Asheville

Figure It Out

By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mitchall Coumfier

Twrite unio you, itle children, becauze your sins are for-
given you for hiz name & sabe. (1 JTohn 2:12, KTV

Can there possibly be anything better than the reality of
of forgivensass is nof received by our accomplishments bt
throuzh the Mame and by the sake of Fesns Christ! It ouly
is GODOD NEWS, or to be more precise, the BEST HEWS
EVER REPOETED

An open and empiy tomb testifies to the miraculons resarrection of our Lord!
He is5 alive and sits at God's right hand this very day making intercession for all
Inamanity!

Tust a few months ago I wrote sbouat the moving experience of charng in the
public kaptisms of 3 number or incarcersied men. The day is drawing near when
thers will be ywet another Baptism Celebration for the community of Christian men
who reside within the walls of ARCT

I canmot wait to witness it and to report o you of the miracnlous ransformation
brought to men by the amazimg zrace of God m Jesus Christ! Please be praving
daily for those whom the Lord would have to receive the free gift of salvation.
Pray thar they wonld then desite to share their new life in Christ by being baptzed
in His Mame!

In a recent coaversation with a man who Is serving a Life sentence, I gained a

““Chaplain, I know that I will spend the rest of my life m this place, i can I tell

vou something that might encourage you™

“Sure you can'” I replied. 1

He went oo “T used to think that my
punizhment for the termible things I had
done was to rot o prison for the rest of my
Llife and then rot in bell for eternity. But
since God came to me and forgave me, 1
know now that my parpose for however
long I live is to help the men in my block
come o faith and experience the incred-
thle peace that comes with being forgiven
by God.”

T conmnended him for his perspective
and for his determimation fo help those
arpumd hirs “figare it out”. (This is 3
common staterment I make to countless
men ahont the OWE THIMNG needed to
Tuom their lives aroumd. They just need to
“fizure it out’ 25 to the simstion they find themselves in and the cpportumity that is
right in front of their faces to change the direction they are going, aka repent, and
begin to go with God instead of away from God!)

I thought about this comversaton for days. And I wondered bow long it had
now Lives. And I wondered if there aren’t a lot of believers like me who conld
leamn 3 thing or two from a lifer. . The trath iz, we ALT can benefit from a con-
certed effort to “Hgure it out’.
alloing me the privilege to experience morments like these!

Jody Griffin iz pastar of Central Baptizt Church m Spruce Pine and Commumiy
Funded Chaplin af dvery-Mitchell Correctional Insfitution.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celetnate fmum
Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ
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Life Lessons

Sowing Seeds :
By Dioug Harrall N E:“:";-L
Mitchell Conunty N

When you hear the words “sowing seeds”, what comes
imbo your nund” Dho you see a farmer out i the field sow-
ing seads by hand, or with a crank seeder, & gardener i the
garden, or does another picture pop info your mind’s eye? I
have spent a lifetime sowing 2l kinds of seeds as a farmer,
bt today I want to talk abont different kinds of seed that we sow, even if we
never venmre into 3 fertile field of dirt. Let me take 3 moment and look at differ-
ent kinds of seeds that we sow in lifs. Lets think about seeds that have a major

A " :
N i |
impact upon the lives that we touch each day of our lives. Do we sow seads of v 1__',-'-‘&-
discord, do we sow seeds of distrust, do we sow seeds of sorrow? There are many Efr Hr"j
kinds of hartful and harmful seeds that we can sow daily. MMost of the time our

seads are somm with our toepee rather tham a seed sower. Are we Concentrating
00 soWIng positive seeds of negative seeds as we walk through each day? Jesns

nsed a parable of the seed fallme on the rocks, in the weeds and in fertile groumd. Mother’s Day is

Are we conscious of where we are sowing our seed, that is reflected m who we

w0 | Sunday May 12t

What does a seed
really do? If vou think
about it, the seed is the
beginning of all things.
You need seed money

fo start a bosimess, you | B )
need 8 seed to start 8 We'll have lots of delicious items

plant, yonneed a seed [ e : Mom will love and so will the kiddoes!
fo start 3 life. Where §
do we get our seed? I
plant bean seed that we
call Diaddy Dee beans.
These are seeds that have been saved for generations, and I guard them closely to
make sure that I save a supply each vear. When you really stop and think about it,
our daily lives are a resuli of the heritage seeds that we have planted in our minds Soutl 226
thronzhout our lives. We are constantly planting in our own minds, and i fact, H'Hj

in our bodies. If we plant healthy seeds i our minds and bodies we wsuslly grow w'mm
healthy minds and bodies, if we sow jook and bad smoff in our minds and bodies
we gat back what we put in. Dewteronooy 229 “Thou shalt mot sow the vingyard Spruce Finve Shepping Canter
with divers eads, Test the it of thy seed whick thow hast sown, and the fruit of

e fedutied. 828.765.9151
I want to encourage each of us to be conscious of sowing seeds of love i oar - P

relationships, in our marmizge, and i our famdlies. We can be encouragess in lifs
fo those we come in confact with, if we will coly oy, When we speak 1o soone-
one with sincere, encouraging words, we help give them sitength to continne, in

Give Mom the day off and let us do the
cooking, we'll even do the dishes!

We look forward to celebrating with you!

whatever situation they are facing.

The most important seed we can plant is the seed of salvation in the hearts of
those aroumd ns. This can be done i many ways, you do not have to be a pastor, I (A DT O P L) N (I
deacon or other person imvalved in active church work to sow the seeds of sabva- S e s e v e RE

fion. Crur daily life is abarays the most powerful sermon that can be preached We
need to always be raady, willing snd looking for the opportunity to shars the word
of God and we can onby do that if we, you and T, take the tme to leam and stady
Grod’s word daily. If our lives are a shining example, others will be asking for

itz frit. People will be arttracted to you if vou are Zenuine in your faith and have S e I e

the love of Christ shining through your connfensnce.  We need to plant the seads LAKEFRONT = LOTS

that yield the harvest John talks about. Jobn 2:35 “Say not ye, There are yat four : Y o e N - 4
miowths, and then cometh harves:? Behold, I say unto you, [} up your eyes, and ACRBAGE * COMMERCIAL
look on the fields; for they are white already fo harvest™ Onr most imporant task
hete on earth s to confinuslly be sowing the seeds of salvation to our families and
our fallowmen throushont the sarth starting with our backyards.

Doug Harrell iz a ijfe-long rezident gf Mitchell Coungy, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Farmsz, Inc, a member of Bear Creel Bapiist Church and Publisher of the Blue
Ridge Chriztian News,
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3800 Sugar Hill Rd. | PEe™===
Marion, NC 28752 |
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Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy YWhilsonReallyv.com | denniswas WhitsonRealty .com
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The Fower of a Testimony

By Dan Cuarollo
Burke Coumty
Chrisnans are often easily infimidared when it comes

to the matter of sharing one®s faith We guestion what to
do if we are asked a question for which we do not knowr

the answer What if they mistreat me or are offended by

BUILDING SUPPLY ;ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁl

828-682-9841 The Word of God i filled with examples of individ-

als who testified. The Psalms are examples of dmes when vatious individuals

H 113 testified regarding what God did in their lives. We find varons scogs such as those
www.summitbuildingsupply.com R S e G i ok g Tk
Freguently, Panl told his testimony. The man who was healed from blindness in
Jobn 9 had very few answers that satisfied the goestions from the religions lead-
ers. Yet, he was confident and =aid, *““Ome thing I know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see” (John ©:25). He did not know all that franspired. but he knew what
toak place and Who was responsible for it

When we shars
OUT FESTIDDY, or
testimomy is mot to
glory in the past A
person’s tesimoy
is to pomt others to
ihe work dooe by
God. A sinful past is
nothing sbout which
to glory, nor is an in-
nocent past nothing
about which o be
Summit Building Supply has been proudly serving WNC achamed. The pow-
and Eastern TN since 1984. Summit is locally owned and Lﬂﬂ;&m o
fanuly operated in Burnswville, Nerth Carolina Pil'gufg feel mmmga safvation™ (Tims 2-11). A testimony simply starts in the past—
free te call us or email one af our salesman about prices on regardless of the nature of that past — and procesds to describe what took place. It
producis. As always we hope you have a wonderful day. is & testimony to point others to Jesus and the work He has done in one’s life.

As a believer, we should never be ashamed of what God has done in sawing us,
We cuaght to be eamar to share our testimowy. OFf course, we nwast be sure our life
: iy ; . matches our testimony, o our witness will be negated.

Summit Building Supply is conveniently located at = e Tyt S———

252 Possum Trot Rd., Burnsville, NC 28714. webisite www.morgantonbaptist.net or find us on Facebook and YouTube.

ol

7k ’ . i - "!'} "

Ready to make a difference?

Mitchell County DSS is currently looking for solution focused, family oriented
professionals to join our team. Now accepting applications for...

* Foster Care * [Income Maintenance
« Safety Assessments » Quality Assurance

CLASS BEGINS IN MAY - Call Tekeesha Odom
The NC siate application can be completed and emailed to DSSapplicanisi@mitchellcounty.org

Leadership opportunities available!!

Mitchell County DSS ¢ 828-688-2175
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Enjoying Everyday Life
Keys to Peace, Joy &

Fulfillment in Your Life
By Joyce Meyer

When I tell people ar our conferences that I'm go-
ng to teach sbout discipline and self-control, there is
nsnally a negative response. ke 3 proan or sour facial
exrpressions. We tend to think of these terms as some-
thing bad or hard.

While I agree that choosing discipline and sslf-
control i oot always easy or fon, the tmath is it"s vital 1o
having the good life Fesus wants to give us (sea John 10:10).

The bottom line is if yon want peace, joy and fulfillment in your life, you have
o exercise discipline and self-conmol.

Ciount the Cost

A big part of discipline is obedience. Being obedient to God, from the biz smff
to the small saff (and especially in the small sheff), is so mportant to having a
peace-filled life.

Hebrews 12:11 ESV tells us that “for the moment all discipling seems panjful
rather than pleasand, but later if yields the peaceful fruit of righteousmess to thoze
wha ki been fraied by i,

Are yon at & point in your relationship with God whers youn fesl like Ha's daal-
ing with you about something bat vou're not listenimg to Him or obeying Him?
Have you “gotten away with” something for a long e and now it f=els like God
is telling you He woa't put up with that particular behavior aoymore?

In oy opinion, there's nothing worse than going to bed or waking up with 2 gnilty
CDnSCEEOCE, Of TVInEg fo pray when you know there's something betwesn you and
Crod that's not seftled.

I rempermber a time when God spoke to moy heart that I peeded o be more
respectiial of my husband, Dave, and not have an attimade when he asked me to do
something for him This was so hard for me becanse I had issnes with sobmitting
io people, and especially men, becanse of the sbuse I had expenienced for years
when I was growing np.

But 2= I put nay trost in God and followed His ditection, He gave me the grace
o do the neht thing. And I firmly believe that if T hadn’t obeyed Him in this area
of my life, I wouldn't be doing what I'm doing today n minisy.
Drelizhit in Discipline

Crperating in discipline and self-conirol to be obedient to God brings peace,
which leads w joy. When we don't obey, we often feel guilty, especially if we
Enowingly are ignoring God on an issne. That kind of goilty thinking breeds
condemmation and can make vou think wronghy abowt everythimg in your life,
inclnding yourself And that’s miserable way to live!

I've discovered that when God shows me something in my life that needs to
change it's actally a really pood thing. Becsuss everything He tells us to do is
for our zood!

5o now, mstead of feeling had when He commects me I chooze to rejoice and
thank Him for loving me and helping me have a better life.

I realize that rejoicing mizht seem like the complete opposite of what yoo
want fo do when you're being disciplined by God, but it’s really the best way o
respond. Even though it doesn’t feel good at the fime, it"s necessary.

We all have dreams for our lives, whether it's a closer walk with Tesus, beiter
physical health, 3 different career, healthier relationships, or amy other goal in life.
But we can't et there withowt discipline and self-contrel. You've probably heard
the phraze “po pain, po zain.™ I like to sy, you can’t have “the perks without the
works.™

Many vears ago, when Grod put it on my heart to teach His Word all ower the
world, thers were a lot of things that needed to change in my aftindes, mindsets,
and behavior. As I got serions ahouat nyy relationship with Jesus and studying the
Bible, I begam to grow and develop the character of God m nry life. It wasn't easy,
bt it was more than worth the pain I experienced in the process.

Your Action Plan

It's important to nnderstand that discipline is more than just willpower Yo
can't do the things God is showing you to do nnless you lean on Him. JTesus says
in John 15:5 that we must remain in Him becanase “apart fhom Me [that @5, cut off
Jrom vital wnion with Me] yvou can do nothing ™ (AMEP).

Spending guiet ome with God in prayer and Bible study is how yvou abide in
Christ. Start small by sitting still and Listeninz for God to spesk to your heart Ask
Him to show you what He wants you to do, and trust Hom to do the work in vou
that needs to be done.

Be patent with yourself because it won't all bappen ovemight Second Corin-
thians 3:18 says we “are being frangformed nfo the same meage fgff Cheai] from
one degres qf glory fo anether” (ESV). Pray for Him to change you litle by little,
one day &t a time, and know that something zood is kappening on the msids of
!

For more on this fopic, order Joyce's three-CD senies Discipline and Self-
control. You can also contact ns to receive onr free magazine Enjoying Everyday
Life, bry calling (B0 T27-24673 or visiting wWanw. joyCemeyer.olg.

Please note: The views and opinions expressed throughout this publicanon and!
or wehsite are those of the respective anthors and do not necessarily reflect those
of Joyre Meyer MMinistries.

-
Hosplce 1S about

quality of life.

Start the conversation.

828-255-023]

missionhealth. urgfhnsplca ot

Jopea Meyer iz a New York Timer hestrelling author and founder of Jovee Meyper
Afimiziries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 boolz, including Bartlgield qff
the Mind and Overload: How to Unplug, Lmwind and Unleash Toursaf from the
Precsure gf Stress (Hachetie). She kosts the Exjoyine Everyday Life radio and TF
programs, whick air on hundreds of stafions worldhwide For more mformation,
VESTE WHWW  OVCETHE ar OrE.

Celebrﬂhng 100 Years!

,‘E;;; FORTNER
I'™ INSURANCE AGENCY

Spruce Pine, Burnsville
Mewland, Banner Bk

www forfnernnsurance.com H

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE » HOME ~ CAR + EUSINESS

www. bremews . com
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Young’s Tractor carrys the complete
Kioti line of tractors ranging from
21 Hp to 115 Hp

7166E US Hwy 19E
Burnsville NC 28714

828-675-4365

youngstractor@ccvn.com

A Follower Of Jesus
By Patricia Tackson
MeDaowell Coungy

Mary Magdalene is ome of the more prominent
women of the Bible. Acconnts of her life appear
in all four gospels. Her last name of Magdalene,
identifies ber with her birthplace, just as Jesus was
called “The Wazarene™ becanse of His association
with MNazareth. That she wras free to follow JTesus m
Hisz journeying's would suggest she had no home
oblizations and had financial means. A recent
movie “The I Vinci Code™ pormayed Mary
Mapdalens sz a prostifute. There is no scripture
referring to her a5 3 prostinute.

Much of Tesus preaching kad heen i symarornes. However, He and the twelve
disciples also traveled from towm to town along the Galilean coumiryside. It was
hare He enconntered Mary Magdalene a desperate woman, who at some point
had been afflicted by seven demons. These demonic spirits may have been some
kind of disease or mental illmess, or perhaps she had epilepsy.  Anyone with her
condition would have been cut off from the temple, from nomual society, power-
less to change her hopeless life. We first leam of Mary Magdalens meeting Jesus
in Luke &:3. “dnd certaim women, which had been healed gf evil spiviis and igfir-
miries, Mary called Magdalene, our gfwhom wenr seven davils. ™ Mary was dead
in trespasses and sing, demon possessad.

The scriptures do not detail the coronmstances surounding Mary's healing and
comversion. When Jesus reached into this woman's darkness and cast out demons,
He brought her info His marvelons light, thoough his smazing prace. She was no
longer 3 desperste woman. She was now 3 delivered woman. She had experni-
enced the Lord’s power as she was instantly delivered from her bondaze and ses
frea!! That is the power Jesus possesses. 2 Corinthians 5: 17 tells us “Thargfbne,
{f oy mean be tn Christ, be &= g new creature, old things are past away, haehold,
all things becoma new. " She was instantly delivered from ber demvons and set
fres, becoming a new creature, a redeemed woman, Mary was not redeemed with
comuptible things, such as silver and gold, but with the precious blopd of Christ (T
Peter 1:18-19)

Mary was o grateful for ber healing: she pave up everything and followed
Him Luke 8:2-3 tells us™ thart cartam women which ministered unfo him af themr
subsfance” something wmisual in this periad. Jesus and His disciples did not
provide for thermzalves entively by mirackes, but also received support by the
service and means of grateful people n the towns and also these women Jesus
had a different atinade towards women than the relimions leaders and teachers of
that day. The Rabbis refiised to teach women and generally assizned them a very
inferior place. Mary desired to follow and support Jesus becanse she knew first
hand His bealing power and love for those afflicted. She was privileged to have a
one on one relationship with Jesus, hear His teaching, and serve Him She was a
devoted womnan, When we receive salvation through Christ Jesus, we are no lon-
gar desperate, we are delivered, redepmed and should become a devored follower
of Tesus.

Dnming the feast of the Passover, Tesns proclzimed Himeelf to be the promized
Dipliverar. Later, Todas betrayed Tesns. Jesus was crocified on the cross. Joln
19:25 says “Now thare sfood by the crocs gf Jenus, hiz mother and his mother &
sizter Mary, the wife of Cleophar AND MART WAGDALENE " Mary waited
trough the shocking bours of Fesus abuse and suffering, watching the men zam-
ble for his clothes, She watched Micodermes and Joseph of Arimathea unfasten His
body from the cross. She followed His body to the tomb and remained there with
asnother Mary. Matthew 27-36 “Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Aary
the mother of James and Josez, and the mother of Zebedee & children. ™ These
devoted wormmen went as far as nanly possible, following Him to the sepulcher.

Im Mzt 12-40 we read of Jesus' prophefic words conceming His resurrection
from the dead. ‘“fowr fust ar Jowmah was thres dayr and threee niphts in the bally of
rhe sea monster, o shall the Son gf MWan be three dayz and three nights in the
haart aof the earth.” The Foman leaders were aware of JTesus teaching and placed
2 puard of soldiers to defend the tomb. Atop the stone. 3 Foman Government seal
was placed. For Mary Magdalene the cacifixion, burial, Foman guards and seal
on the stone was the end of ber hopes and dreams. She had dedicated her thoe,
financial resources and love to Jesus and now He was dead.

At the end of the Sabbath, towards the first day of the week, Mary and the other
MWary encountered an angel of the Lord, who told them Jesus was msen, and to go
guickly and tell His disciples. With great joy, the women ran to bring this great
news to the disciples. (Matthew 28). Afier the disciples ssw the empty tomb, they
went again unto their own home, but biary stood at the sepulcher weeping (Tohn
2011 “Mary ™ When Jecus callsd her by name. che saar the risen Christ and
everything in Bary’s life changed SHE WAS NOW A WOMAN FILLED WITH
HOPE. We tpo can be filled with hope knoraing the reswrrection is real and that
Jezus has risen and iz alive. When Fesns got up on the third day, we got op with
him'! Grood had mimephed over evil, life over death.

Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord and
that He had spoken these things unto her. The four gospels record Mary's wit-
ness and her devotion to Jesus became one of the most loved and well-known
bymns of the church. The song I am speaking of was writen m 1912 by a fonmer
phammacist, C. Austin Miles. I come to the garden alone, while the dew is sdll on
the roses_ ..

Parricia Jackzon iz a member gf Redeemed Free Wil Baptizt Church, Glermwood,
NC. She iz alzo a grant writer for non-proficc and a pubiizhed quihor. She lves in
Futharford Coundy with har Fsband.
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Celebrating Recovery
Thankful for the Storm

By Christy Young
Mirchell County

I think that we all can agree that life is hard! Storms rage
and our body and mind feel defested, we becoms weak.
Storms may come i the way of sickness. broken relation-
ships, financial stuggles, spiritual battles, and npmch moTe.
We offen question God, and wender why He would allow these hardships im ouor
liwes. Through my own personal stuggles, T admit T have gquestoned “WHY™?
But recently, I realized “Why Mot™? Sometimes we are faced with these dif-
ficnltes, not because we are doing something wrong, but because God wants ns
o wse our circmmstances o glonfy Him. How can we use the sttuggles we are
faced with to grow spimiuslly and glorify God? His word teaches us thar His
grace is sufficient and made perfect in weakpess. Ii's encouraging o know that
in my weskness, I am never slons. Tames 1:2-3 says, “My brethren, count i ail
Jov whem yae fall fnto divers femprations; beowing thiz. that the rying af vour fith
worketh patience ™ As the storm rages, talk to the MMaster of the Sea! Pray and
sesk shalter in the arms of God! Be patient and believe in faith thar HE's work-
ing in your life, and all things are good with God. He can mile the stommy sea and
calm the angry waves. MNahmm 1:7, “The Lord is good, a strerg hold n the day gf
troubie; and he fwoweth them that trust kim. ™

I recently experienced the peace that God gives when you furn your troubles
over to Him. Faith tumed oy weakness into sttength. I realized the only comfort
I could find was in the arms of Jesus. Faun to the Father for refuge and strength.
Bzalmes 01:2, “He alone i3 my ngfuge, my place of sqien, he is my God, and T am
rusting Him.” I found that often you find your blessings st the end of a storm
My dad has been hartling with liver dissass. T knew without a liver transplant that
dad was not going to survive. [ cried I prayed, and finslly realized that (God had
2 plan or purpose regardlecs the outcome. On March 16, prayers were answered
and dad received a liver transplant. A gift from God! Bue._ the transplant was
not the only gift (rod granted our family. He blessed us with 0 many things.

We felt his presence and grace, he allowed relaticnships to be restored, mmy boys
experienced the power of prayer, and we have had the opportunity to share God’s
love with so many. Some of the most devastating storms that we face mm oo the
greatest blessings. Suffering is never invain. Father than allowing the storms of
life to defesat you, fight back with the endurance of your faith. Puart on the armor
of God! The adverzary wants us to feel defeated miserable and hopaless. As

2 child of God, we are never hopeless or alone. Seek and vou will find! You
will find yourself in the arms of Jesus. You will find peace and comfort like yon
hawe never experienced before. I have foumd that storms, regardiess of how they
tum out (mood or bad) make voo stronger. Vo serve 3 strong God that 1= always
sovereizn and faithfinl Thankfiolly, storms never last forever. Weatherimg the
storm is part of life. Face life's challenges with the profection of God, realizing
that He iz your shield of protection. Believe in faith that at the end of the stomm
is a rainbow. A prommise that God is abarays with yon and wrapping vou up m His
everlasting love.

Christy Young is the blessed wife of Chriz Toung and prowd mother gf Humnier
and Holden. She iz a [jfe-long resident af Mitchell Corunty, bookkesper at Toung,
Miller & illazpie, P4, and a member gf Bear Creek Baptist Church.

Gardner-Webb University

CBS Spotlights Gardner-Webb's
First Trip to The Dance

T Special Capiures BMarch Madness Excitement Through Students’ Bves

Gardner-Webb University and the men's hasketball team will retarn to the
national spotlizht on April 7 at 3 pm in a CBS television special to air om Fizal
Four Weekend.

From March 20-23, CBS comnuzsioned a flm crew to capiure the excitement,
energy and mayvhem of Gardoer-Webb's first WCAA Tonmament appesrance in
school history: They documented March Madness oo the GWLUT campus through
the eyes of two students, junior Fads Fobbs, of Shelby, W.C_, and semior Will
hiarvel, of Buford, Ga.

Foblbs’ and Marvel's stories will be inclhuded in *“CBS Four Sides of the Story,
March Madness Begins,™ a sepment that examines the WCAA Touwrmament's
first week throngh four view-
points {or four sides). From the
stadent’s engagement ((Fardner-
Webh), to the BMICAA officials,
to a veteran broadcaster, o the
sradnsts zssistants of T-seed
Mevada, all angles will be
covered.

Marvel appreciated the
chance t¢ share his thoughts
with a natonal sudience. “T
wanted to speak on the oppor-
nities the University has given
e and how it has impacted oy
life gver the last four years ™
Warvel reflectad “T hope that
afier this program, people will
sep how special Gandner-TWebb
is, and ultimataly, get a glimpse
info how sitong the fure is for
this nniversity.”

Fobbs said she was honored
10 be inchuded in the program
and hoped to comvey what it's
like to be a studant at Gardner-
Webb. “Chur schon] is something
to take pride in ™ she affirmed “We have great people and a preat commnnicy, amd
the majority of those relstionships are connectad by the love of Christ ™

The CBS team immerzed themzakves into the GWU (and Cleveland Coumity)
lifestyle for several days. Coverage inclnded sunrises over Lake Hollifield,
classroom visits where Dir. Anthony Megbenebor dialogued about the ecomomics
of Gardner-Webhb's March Madness breakthrough, sadents watching tournament
Eames in a residence hall, and a ride along with the stodent fans on the tonma-
ment game bos. The CBS cew were in the middle of the fan excitemnent on game
day and welcomed home the texm as they retumed after their exit from the HCAA
tonrnament. The crew also took in Cleveland County barbecue, livernunsh and
even experienced Boiling Springs” staples — the Snack Shop and Bolldog Cnuick-
Snak.

They were amazed at the penerosity and the welcoming spirt of the commuoniry
from start to finich and offered that thiz shonld be named the capital of “Sonthem
Hospitaliny:™

Located in the Worth Carolinag foothills, Gardner-Webh University is a private,
Christian libersl arts university, Gandoner-Webb emphasizes 3 strong student-cen-
tered experience and rigorons academics to prepare sadents to become effective
leaders within the global community. Ignite your fiviare &t Gardner-Webb edo

Wl Mawved with film crow

See Us on Facebook

Washed Stone
Now Offering Wood-waste 12715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine T
e e Securil, Linal5, Briih e Commercial Gravel
Call fie Duishp Fes (828) 766-6169 Public Welcome
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New Writers Corner

i-|-|l|ll= Dmm“
By Diana Joy
Burke Covnty

Tust abour 2 month or so befors our permanent relocation
down south, I had a dream. [ love when God gives me dreams
but I especially find it fascinating and of exireme gratimde
when He gives me the interpretation and clarity rizht sanay!
The dream was centersd on moving to our new home snd
leaving the past conwmitments and wsual rowtines of our old
life behind. I was certainly up for the challenze as my busband and I were about
to enter a land that would envelop us in more peace and less hustle and bustle than
we were curreatly experiencing. For one thing, we would be embarking on larger
piece of land located in the foothills of some of the most beantifil mountains
:l_': of Morth Carclina, and looking fororard to the daily encounters with people who

sepmungly go out of their way just to smile and say hello fo you as you walked by.
Having szid all that, here was the dream .

| “E«E{i fﬂfﬂﬂﬂ]&[{ﬁﬂ é}_’_ “Iwas =aying & tearful good-bye o my co-workers with whom I had the privi-
- ’ = lege of working for the past 10 years while residing in the Mortheast Afier the

323_6?3_3333 thousand and one lmgs were over, I walked out the door and straight info our new
home in Morth Carolina. As T zat down on the fieor, plaving with 2 of my Little
dogmies I mddenly falt a tangibls warmcdh amanating with strength resting on my
right shouldar! Wondering whar this blanket of love was, catching me off guard
from belind, T amed moy kead around and to my surprise, embarked upon a lmge
horse, a gentle giant, one of God's majestic creations, souggling its massive head
394 East Malin St¢,| i omyneck! How beautiful was this big baby! It was chocolste brown with a
B i NG white streak minning vertically down his face. As it mubbed it's wanm and lascions
urnsvitie, mane back and forth into the nook of my neck, I was in heaven! I absolutely loved
this! Then the dream ended. *

Crossword Solution The imrerion. Leviag my b 1 wlin o s e b were

obwvions. I honesthy thonzht that
the horse had reprezented an an-
ticipated stmosphere of our mewr
place. _.. that we would be loving
and enjoying every moment of

our new life together with peace,
happiness and joy! It wasn't until
the moming we woke up the day
afier onr move that I realized that
God, in His infinite wisdom, had
brought extreme Clarity to that

dream. . .more than [ could ever
imagine! We spotted 2 beawt- |
ful horses practically in oor Myl
own back vard! The neighbor, o
who's praperty a-joins ours has (5
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2 borses! Astomished that this -

dream was maly becomimg real, I mushed out the back door to folly experience the
mwe-inspinng message that God bad comeyed to me in the dream! Cme horse was
& beaniiifnl sandy color, and the other ... well, you goessed it! A rch, chocolate
brown with a large white sireak ever so delicately painted from the twop of his
forehead doem his porgeous face! Wow!

I was given the Liberty from my wonderful neighbor wo spend as nmch ome
as [ pleased with these two precious borses! Afier nmach research I had come o
understand how they communnicste. sleep, play and even eat. I'll never forget the
day when that besutiful chocolate browm big baby st stood at oy fence. which
separtes my property and theirs, staring at our koome 5o intently for the lonssst
time a5 if o say “Hey. __where's my carrofs? T'm waiting!™ T've sung them fo
slesp, stoked their incredibly porgeous manes, prayed over them and even gified

L
- them with hand massages across their back! Bat [ omst adomir that the bigzest
SUdﬂku 5ﬂ|utlﬂﬂ il of all, is when this precious gentle giant rests his wanm and massive head

info the nook of my neck! Whart 3 love! Whart 3 gift! What a dream! And even
more incredible is that I get to live this dream every day!
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Dana Jay is the owner of Baking Crearions By Dana in Morganton, NC. Fou can
Jfind har at 835-778-4243.
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Proudly serving the grear cinzens of
Western NC for 25 years with Health,
Ewplever Group Health Plans, Medicare
Flaus, Life, Anmuines, 401K Transfers and

Long Term Care Coverage

275 North Main Street » Marion, NC 28752
828.652.1553 local - 888.528.1553 toll free
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm

The Rest of the Story

By Dioug Harrall

Clint wrote this to g0 in the paper five years ago as you can ses from the title
below. He is talking about ramps and I just this weekend had a ramp meal from
one of our local fire departments and the ramps they were serving came from the
same spot that Cling was falking abour in his fonny farm story. It is amazing how
fast e goes by and yet bow things remain the same, May his good buonor and
lepacy confinee for many years fo come. And yes, we will be planting cane. God
willing azain in a few weeks.

Funny Farm

Draar friends,

This coming September will mark four vears since I de-
parted Hamell Hill Farms, 2ka “The Funny Fam, ™ to begin
writing The Ehue Ridze Christian Mews. I am astonished,
&s vou should be that T still have stories to share having
spent only sor months oo the farm. Bur I do. . so here we zo
2gain'

Farmer Doug’s Warning

Farmer Dipug had already planted his sorgham cans by
the time I got around to knowing the difference between a hoe and a showvel. But
he started chidingwaming me very early on, “Fost wait “tl we gat into the cane
fields this fall. You will swing that hatchet so mamy times your shoulder will feel
like it's gonna fall off?™ Then he would give me that fonny Farmer Dioug smile.

Mow I did spend nmch of the smmumer weeding and femilizing the cane patches;
one of them was on the side of a3 mountain behind A T “Daddy I¥'s” house and
I'm tellin’ va, that sucker was sraight up and down. When I was dispatched thersa
o weed the rows I felt like I was baving to walk straight up a wall! Semously, I
thought I needed crampons just to held oy fat-self on that hill. _bat somehowy
managed to stay upright . af least most of the ime.

Fully exposed o the baking sun. T walked — or should T say crawled — roor to
row, sesking weads to pull. As I meandered among the stalks I bagan connmmg
them — there were af least & gazillion on that mountain alone. Mot to mention the
cane across the rver, or the patch over by Fachael Boberts® honse, or the HUGE
field near the farmbouse, among others. In oy mind I conjured up an imagze of me
and a pocketknife snipping those stalks one-by-ome. “Ain’t no way,” [ opined ooly
o myselfg.

It didn’t help that every might, shortly before bediime, Diong would remmind me,
“Tust you wait. ..the cane harvest will be here before yvou koow it.” As the months
paszed and my fammer confidence grew I wonld chide back, “T ain't skeered of
cuttin’ cane dude!™ But, to be completely homest, T was anxious and filled with
dread abowt the prospects. Please, help me Jesns, I did not want to have fo g
down acres and acres of sorghum with 3 scalpel!

Dizzing Ramps With Farmer Larry

Early cne moming, before the chickens wers even awike - [ balisve it was ear-
Iy to mid-April - Farmer Doug szid “Well, today I promized Lamy (kis brother)
that you and Josh would help him dig ramps.™ (Josh is ope of Doug’s GLANT
grandsons that ofien drops-by for extended wisits). What the beck did he — Farmer
Diwpug — think I wasT Did he nustake me for an indentured servant, for heaven's
sakeT Oh yeah I kinda was an indentured servant « . In any event, I had no idea
what he was talking sbout bat replied with a cheery “Okey dokey, then!™

When told that I wonld spend the day “dizgme ramps"™ I thonght we would be
working at a chnrch fixin’ up wheelchkair access points. BEveryvone in the world
knows that 3 FAMP is something vou roll onto, a device with 3 sloping surface
that allows aCcess from one level to 3 higher or lower level, or raises something
up above floor or zround level. Afier all, T had been a corporate execntive and I
Eknew that a EAMP is 3 movable set of stairs used for boarding or disembarking
fromm an sircraft. Heck I had logzed more than 4,000,000 million miles on Ameri-
can Airlines alone. I knew what 3 FAMP was! Or did I7

But I didn’t ask how one goes about “digging ramps™ becanse I didn't want fo
appear stupid. . which as we now koow, I really was!

Fammer Lamy fetched Josh and me shorthy afier our fanm breakfass, bockwheat
pancakes and sweet sorghiomn molasses expertly prepared by Farmer Dong, snd
away we went. And he drove ws into the wildemess someplace. I know not where,
and zot out of the trock camrying 2 back of something. He fold us to follow.

Wow I'm thinking, why in the world wonld vou dig 3 FAMP out here? There's
nabody to use that danged thing and even if someone nesded it, how would you
roll a wheelchair up through these woods? Bat I kept ory month shut 5o as not to
appear ignorant. . which, a5 we now know, I really was! We walked into the for-
est, all the while I"m frying to gef my brain aroumd this latest famm puzzle
The “All-Purpose™ Hatchet

Young Josh and I dutifully followed Fanmer Larry, like two litile puppies, info
the woods. We were joking back and forth. not sure what the dickens we wera
doing out bers. When all of 3 sudden Fanmer Lammy stopped and told us to have a
sest; we pulled wp our piece of dirt and squatted on the ground.

Larry openad his myysterions baz and reached in to reveal the secret stash. . oot
comes shout & little timy hatchets. . smaller than any I'd ever seen. And he said,
“Here's your tool.” I mnsed. to oryself alone, “Wy tool for WHAT?™ He went
on, “By the way, Clint, this is the cane axe too. Wait “til you have to chop all that
sorghnm down, stalk-by-stalk!™

I just looked at Fammer Lamy, not sure bow to respond, and replied, “Yeah,
Droug and T have slready been owver all that ™ I really wanted to sppear famm savvy

and smare. . which, as we now knew, I really wasn't!

Anyway, he went on to explain that we were gathered in search of huge guanti-
ties of RANMPS. ot wheslchair steps, not aitplane departare steps, but BARPS,
He told us that Famps are considered a spring delicacy, a wild ondon of sorts, and
even a reason for celebration. Heck they even have Famp Festivals in somme of our
COmmunities.

Larmry compared the flavor and odor of ramps o a combination of ondons and
garlic, and the garlic odor is pardoularly sromg. He joked about how the kids
uzed to eat a bunch of ramps before school so the eacher would send them home
because they stunk! “0h goodie.™ I thonzht, a5 we began bending over fo pick dig
the stimky plant

Truth-he-told, the morwing digring ramps was fim. . _the air was cool and the
sun didn’t penetrate the forest canopy; and T enjoyed Farmer Lamy smd GIANT
grandson Josh's company. And I picked and I picked, and I picked some mone
FAMPS.

Bnt, mpst mportant, I finally kad firsthand knowledeze of the tool with which
I would mow dovwn the scrghum cane! It looked like an axe for itsy bitsy people.
Heawven help me.

And Then Came The Day Of Harvest

Sure enouph the day came to begin the sorghmm cane harvest Fammer Dioug,
wrv/crooked smile and all, zaid, “Well Pollard this is the day you've been look-
ing forward to.” I sweered as we left the farmbonse for the fields; anticipating the
worst day of my long lifs.

He handed me one of the ramp digging'pulling-cane chopping, itsy bitsy axes
and began his obligatory “lesson™ before seffing me fee to begin work. “Dio this,
don’t do that. e carefol of this.. don't do that_ . swing it like this, not like that ..
blzh, blsh blah blah blsh ™ And off T went

I chopped and I chopped and I chopped. . stalk-mo-smalk. . fighfing off yellow
jackets, watching for man-eating groundhogs, hoping no brown rechise spiders
were hiding in the cane. I swumg and I chopped, for what seemed bours, and tried
my best to keep pace with Farmer Dioug,

That’s another beef [ have with this Mitchell County Fanm Legend he’s seven
years my senior vet whizzes by me like a speeding bullet when doing farm chores.
GEFRRFRERERERERER g

The zood news s that the chop, chop, chop wasn't nearly a5 paralyzring as T'd
prepared my psyche for it to be. Buf va get halfway through 2 row and va gofa
pick the stuff up and camy it to the tmck. More abont the tmck in 3 mimie.

Dioug would later langh and =y, “It"s not as bad as [ kad you thinking, is it™
Wy reply, “Duh, why did you scare me like that™ It seerms be wanted me fo ba
prepared for the worst so that I would be pleasantly surprised. Yet, don't get me
wrong, it is HART), TEDIOUS, BACK-BREEAENG work to be sure.
DANGEFR. In The Chevy Pick-Up!

I fimally mof into the swing of using thar axe and was making pretty good tme
harvesting cane — at least as far as gefting it on the ground. Buot there was the mat-
ter of our friend who was driving the mwck. .. that would be Daddy D Harrell.

As we chopped, chopped and bent over to pick up the stalks. Daddy D was
supposed to move the tack, efther forward or backward to ease our lpading the
product. Well, Daddy D's eyesight, hearing and reflexes weren’t as good as they
once WeTe. 50, every now and then we wonld have to fiy into 2 ditch to avoid be-
ing mun over by mm onf-of-control Chevy pick-up.

Diaddy D would ride the chatch, at least, so sometime vou'd bear the fmck harch
forward or backward BEFORE IT SMASHED INTC YOUT. . that was the zood
news. The bad news is that if yon didn’t hear him coming and vou'd showt out 2
waming, there was no way be could bear yow. Farmer Dioug warned, “The most
important thing is to keep an eyve on Diad. He would die if he bart one of ws. . and
he could " Holy smokes not only do I have to swing 3 butter knife at a cane stalk,
fight off appreszive bees and all marnmer of other growchy critters, now I need to
guard azzinst being squished by Daddy D). Whew, what a special day this is!

Well, with bt a few “near-misses” by the careening Chevy pick-up, I survived
the first day of the cane harvest. .. and subsequent days. Why, even up mntl the day
of making molasses God protecied me and I came through that sorglnom season
with nary a scrarch. It was a blessing and a major miracle!

PS5 Farmer Clint Is Gone — I Think I'[ Automate!

The very next year, in the fall of 2011, Famuer Doug decided he didn't want to
chop, chop, chop sorzhum cane any longer. After all, I don't have my “Pack-muale
Famer Cline™ here to help me so I think I"]l swtomate the process! And thart he
did.

The rascal went cut snd bonght some kind
of chopper dowmner thing a-ma-bob which
comnects to the ractor and mows down
several rows of cane atf 3 time.  without need
for itsy bitsy hatchets. It is an amazing tool. ..
far betier than anything I ever was allowed to
s,

I zzked Farmer Diongz, shortly afier he
acguired the newfonnd miracle of mechaniza-
ton, “Um, bow comme you didn't have this
last season™ And, be replied, “I didn't need
it lzst season, T hed you * And be smiled that
wryicrooksd Famer Dong smile. and T said
“Okey dokey, then'™ o

Humbled in the hills,

Fammer Clint

www. bremews . com
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Foothills Baptist Bible College:
The Security in the Gospel

By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

1 Connthians 15:1-4 says;, “Moreover, braethren, § declare
urifo you the gospel which I preached umio you, which alzo
v humve recarved, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye ane
simvad, [fyve beep in mamaory what I preached wnto ypou, unless
v Runve believed i vaim. For I delivered unto vou firzt of
alil that which I alto recenwd, how that Chrizst died for owr sin: acconding to the
seripiures, and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according
fo the scriptures. ™

We live in a day of wide-spread insecurity. 5o many people are insecure in so
many ways. Dr. Vance Havner wrote, "What sort of redemption is it which pro-
vides security against the past and futore, but lesves us sranded in the here and
now."

Security is definitely foumd in these verses which point us to the Gospel of
Christ. It says in v.3 thar Christ died for our sins according to the Scriprures. That
Iittle word "for" is 8 word of snbstitntion To be a substinute is to do something in
the place of someone alsa.

S0 many people live in uncertainty and swoety concerimge their salvation
There iz no need for that because i 1 JTobn 5:13, "There things have T written
umnfa you that balieve on the name gf the Son af God, that ye may know that ye
have edermal Ijfe, and that ye may baileve on the name gff the Jom af God " 1 John
5213 makes it very clear that it is the will of God for people o know they have
eternal life God made provision for us to know presently that we have eternal life
because of the result of belisving on the name of the Son of God. If 3 person does
not know for sure that bhe or she is saved, they are out of the will of God for their
liwes. Make o mdstake abowt it, it is God's will that we know we have been bom
again due to our personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. A person does not have to
walt unfil death to know they are saved becanse this verse in I Fobm 5:13 iz speak-
g in the present tense.

Forget Trusting Your Oon Waorls

The zospel messaze makes it clear that we are saved by what Jesus did for ns
upon the cross of Calvary and oot by what we are domg fior Him

Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us, "For by prace are ye senaed through finich, and that
nof gf yourselves. it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boagsr. ™
The Bible states salvation is not of ourselves, because salvation is a gife. A gift is
something miven by someoee t0 2 person who may not have eamed the gift. bt
it is pranted out of a heart of love from the giver of the zift to the object of tueir
love.

The word "grace" itself means "ummented or undeserved favor" Why can we
not have a sense of security when we realize salvation depends npon Christ and
noft upon usT

How nmch clearer can the Bible be when it gives us the words abont sabvation
saying "Not gf works lest oy man should boast. ” Salvation is designed so that
man cannot eam it by hanging oo and holding out, because if man were saved by
his works, then it would be be who would get the glory for salvation and not God.
Amn old songz I heard when I was a boy =avs in regard to salvation and Heawen, "If
anyone makes it Lord, surely I will™ That sounds a great deal sanciimonions.
Looking ar myy works I would have to changs the words to say, "If anyone comes
short, Lord surely I do.” Thank God for His grace and mercy thar zets us into the
family of God md keeps us in as 8 member of that prand and glomous famity.

Take God's Word and Not the Word of Another

F.onmans 8:35-30 says: "Who shall separaie us from the love gf Chreizt? shall
fribuiation, or disiress, or persecuiion, or faming, or nakednazs, or peril, ar
sword? As it iz written, For thy sake we are Hiled all the day long; we are ac-
counted a5 sheap for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we ane more than
corguenors irough kim that loved ws. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nar angels, wor principalifies, nor poWers, howr things presend, nor things fo
come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creaiure, shall be able to teparare us
Jrom the love af God, whick iz in Christ Jesus our Lord ™

Panl the Apostle begins this passage by it being umbelievable o him that any-
one or anything could ever separate the believer from the love of God It isin a
sense sayine that man can be more powerfl than the God of Creation Himself
That iz a ddiculons assuopton. Mo force n the vumiverse is greater than the all
powerful God of Glooy!

Afier his opening in this passage, Paul makes a list of things that some might
think could separate them from the love of Christ. The lowe of Jesus is a love that
will not let us go. It is noteworthy that Paul faced the possibility of desth from his
enemies afier he had ziven his heart to Christ becanse he said, "For thy sake we
are Elled ail the day long.™

Why should von hold your head down and live a life of uncerminny? It makes
no sense at all in light of the fact Panl the Apostle said, "Wy,  all these things
Wi are more than conguenors through him that loved ws. " We will not just be con-
guerors in the life to come but in the here and noar.

Look ar the list Paul gives n this passage in Fomans 8. He mentions death lifie,
angels, principalities, power, things present and things to come, height, depth;
none of these things can sever the Christian from his or her place in the body of
Christ. To make sure we cannot sever ouoselves from Christ once we are saved,
Panl adds, "MNor any other creafure.” [ have heard people say, "Well, no one else
can separate you from the love of Chrst bot you can separate yourself” The
froukle s that does ring e with Scripture. You are secure for sure if yon are in
Christ Jesws by faith.

Take Some Extra Time Considering the Gospel

Pemember agzin the verse from our text verses, " Cheist died for our sins, ac-
cording fo the Scripturas. " If salvation were something a person could only have
for 3 while, depending upon whether they obey God all the time or not, it wonalkd
oot be peod news. It would produce a sense of bondage and fear.

It wonld do us well fo remember what Jesus said upon the cross. There were ac-
mally seven sayings of our Lord but one of the things He said was, "JF is5 finished.
In other words, Tesus in His death npon the cross and dwough His shed Mood, pro-
vided an eternsl salvation o all who believe in Christ. One songwriter in his bynics
pat it this way, "In my hand no price [ bring, simply to the cross I cling. Another
spnp writer wrote, "JTesns paid it all, all to Him I owe, sin hath left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow" The reason T will mot have to go to Hell is becanss
Jezus died for me. in my place, as my substinae, that etemal salvation might be
mine and yours. You can be secure and kave peace abowt your salvation through
what you see in the Gospel of our Lord, as revezled by the Apostle Paul. Festin
ihe Lord, mot i your good works.

Tom Walker iz President of Foothilis Baptist Bible College and Pastor gf Zion Hill
Baprizt Church in Marion, NC.

Far God so loved the world, that ke gave lus only begoiten Son,
that whaosoeever believeth in lim should not perish, but have
everlasiing life. John 3:16
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A Lesson Learned from Barney and Otis

By Tirmotny W Tron
Burke Courty

The miver was an angry confinence this moming; it ioy waters
The mood matched nry own i some respect; these seemed 1o
be turbudent tmes. There was dadkmess all armmd, and it was as
if God had hidden His f5ce from the world Diay after day I had
called upon Him, lifting niy prayers upon high, ondy to wait and
listen to the beat of nry oam pulse.  Each day, there was onhy more news of el growims
bolder

My hipart camied & hemy turden

The psahmist seemied 1o s3y it best, “Buf uvse thee hrve T oried, O Lovd, and a1 the
mormimg shall ny prmver prevert thee. Lomd, wiy cstect thou gffagy soul? wiy kedernt
e iy face from et T o qfficted and read) fo die fiom agy youth up: witte Toyffer
They came rowrid abour me dely Iite watar, fay compeastad me about fogetha: "~ Psalm
85:15-17

The chill in the air resched info the mamow of oy soal. My mind weirhed deeply on
the scripiure as my feet trod farther wpon e forest path and evenmually the hishway to
Colletsville.

As Trounded the bend in the road fe meneml siore began fo come mio view. There at
the edzp of the parking kot, stood Bamey snd Chis. Their mles wagzme as they recogmized
me and wers thrilled o see e coming. T oould tefl thedr joy was restramed. for they had
not been certain of win T was. To give thean 2 sence of asoorance. T called oot to them ™
Moming Otis, moming Barney."” At the sommd of moy voice, they went into fall-blown
exuberance, dancing and playfidly bitne at one another as they began to walk my way.
They sreeted me with the bear-warming welcmme of long-lost fiends; separated by the
azes of fime. They belonzed to the zeneral store’s previons eamer, It most of the tosm
had adopted them as their own. They roamed feely, from one end of the tiny village to te
next, making the store their second hone.

IThad never fed themn. I had never siven themn amy fomm of sostensmce; rather, our friemd-
ship was based only on myy peting them and pivine them atention. *“How mecanmy,™ I
thousht that these dogs, naned sfter the characters on the “Andy Griffith Shoar™ were
50 starved for attention that ey wronld resct to wammly to comeone whom they ooby s
atmaost, once 3 week. Then too, Iike the characters in the old T shoor that seems to live
on, OiEs and Barmey were reliant upon Andy to make thesr day complete. Otis, the towm
drumk, mesde nse of fe jail as his second bome and depended on Andy s willingness o
ﬂlmhﬁnm“m&;”ﬁmdmgﬁeﬂmﬂrpemm&pmmﬂmﬁrhﬂng
mmtmmmmiyhstﬂmﬂ.ﬂuarrmpmmmtnﬂ:gs,mﬂhnwﬂnym:ﬂmdm
the kindness of the fown's people made thelr mames even more approprizte.

It was then that the idea of our own relationship with JTesus Christ came to niind.

The paralle] was sikine I was o the dogs, whar Chigsr is 1o His believers, As Jemus was
walking toward the Fobm the Baptist, be stood, and bis two disciples, and looked upon
Je=ns 3z He walked savine, “Behaid the lomb of God who fabe away the sin of the
world ™ Thy sfood ol necosnized Jecus walling fovward thern. Thay were averyoned

at His presence and made the procioaation gf eoaltatioe to whach all would evermuaily
knms;, But mowe had Bezi o ko af that tme. The dogs, e the theep wio kaa fhe
sowrd gf the shephard, also bnew me By the sowund gf wgy voice. " And wihen he putreth forth
hiz ovwn sheap, e poh bgfbre tham, and the sheep fhilow fam:_fbr thay Inow Fis voica
Arnd a ctremper will they not il burwill fies from kim. for Sy eow not the voioe g
stnmgers. “-Jolm 10:4-5

The comparisons besan o become clearer and clearer.

As Onzs, Bammey, snd T walked toward the picmc tsble where I nommeally sit and read noy
Bible, they kept up their exciement nearly knocking me down ar one point. They could
nof contain themsehses, They bodh leaped upon the table and continned wagzng their
tales in anticipation of sharing tme with me. Taghing to mysslf and shalone oty head,
Tkmeny thie wasn't poine i work; there weould be no time s stody scripoore this moming,
these two needed me more than [ neadad to study. From there. we made our way over io
the bench in front of the store. where we quickly made curselves comiforesble. T sat dosm
on one end of te bench as (s jumped 1wp and soefrhed out, laying bis head in ny 1ap.
Bamey cat respectfinlly at the side of nry leg, leaning nto me o that be could touch noe as
be reclined back. I poured mmoysalf a omp of coffee and bezan to pat and talk to ooy devoted
friends. Thesr warmith was a5 weloonie to me 35 T was o tem
They sat enraponred and still, swrooning over me s our tme passed. My dhougits drifted
a5 cars passed, one after another

iy mind azain retmed to Jesus and His disciples. How memy tmes woabd we pichre
sopnes 35 such: the loved one leaming aramst Chiist's bosom at e 1ast supper; Chist si-
ting somewhers as He tmaght Hiz disciples gathered close in His presence, tsking i each
come fo A end The passing of inderstanding in the silence of being one was ever present.

Otz pvevhaally fell asleep, his leos basmming o tavitch in dream-Tike responcs fo whas-
ever he might be chasing in that land of repose. Bamey was reticent o contpme to lean
upon my ke Trwas then that it had dawned on me; God was telling me tist leanins on
Chist is wheat T had been reminded by these mwo beasts of God's aestion. The joy that had
been shown, i essence 1ified nmy owm spirits.

I took imventory of noy beant at that moment and felft 3 joy that had been missng for so
lomgz. T had broken the twoush the water, so to speak, and now I could breathe once mare.
My thonehis refumed again to the soiphare that had o enrapnred me earlier that merming.

Unlike once v noy life, my walk was now n fasth: yet, that had not abyays been so.
Thiere had heen A time where it was as if oy life was romvine fromn God, not tovwsnd Him
That trip we made when [ was in High School fo the rock pet retumed 25 the scripiure
repeated m nry head “While I suffer thy termors Tam distracted. Thy fierce wrath goeth
over me; iy terrors have oot e off They camse ronnd showt me daily Bke water;, dey
cotmpassed mme sbout together ™ Agsin as hefore, the waters of Life had become over-
whalming to the point, it falt as if [ were drowming; the sea of sooow began to Cconmpass

£

siroply & dint road thet
led to the water's edze; a party locaton for most wayward youth,

There in that pit, over the course of a day’s exploration, we evenmally came apon a
hole, a large romd area i the fAoor of the pit. Tt was obvioasly deep becase the change
m the color of the arystal-clear water was cnly becanse of the lack of somlisht reaching its
extreme depéhs. As wonld be typical for feename boys filll of vigor md ssssnsteroms. we
mrmediately challensed ome another a5 to who might mo for tie bostorn. Up to thes point,
we had caly covered moderate depths of possible 10-15 feet at most. Wone of us wore ap-
propriie free-diving equipment, no weights, no depth gazes, po safety vess Incase we
passed out in an eoremely deep dive. All we wore were our 2ogsles and our oot of jean
sharts. Meedless to say, God was watching over ns, becanse we knew oo better.

Preparine o go deep, we bezan to hypervensilate; a mick we had leamed to bold our
breath longer, but a potenially deadhy result, imbekmownst fous. When the siznsl o 2o
was given, we began our descent invin the deep biue void below. I can recall o this day,
kicking with all iy mizhe a5 ny ears souggled to clear and moy head bezan to rack fom
the pressaure pushine in on nry skl My own calrulations to this dey were thet it was
eagily over 5 feet in depth having free dove in other locations since that time with the ap-
propriate pear It was the derkest vrater we had ever seen Wy fear led me to reach my anm
i fromvt of me i case tere was something that T misiv bt before seaing it i this depth of
darkness. Wy hasgs bezan to call for air a5 the botiom had mos vet been resched Enowing
tirne was shart, I pushed karder and was suddenty rewanded with the sndden appearance
of white sand A momentary pense to look armmd ooty revealed an ancient beer can rest-
inz in the wiite sandy botoorn, partially toned, where it had landed decades earlier.

My lnes bepan w0 scream for oooygen.

Time was nearng ifs end.

In an mstinctive action. I pushed lard from off the rock pit fioer and bepan swimniing
for the surface with all iy mdghe. Those stwone, mumer's thighs served me well s de
water mshed past oy sk so fiencely that it tore sway 2t the breathing fiube which tmed to
stay below. by hmes had all but been depleted of the life spurre before [ rearhed the fop.

Ttwas close now, anty a few feet mors. ot there was nothing left.

Time was ot

Pecling what lirte cooyzen [ could from the depths of nry soul, T savored ooy Esst taste of
Life as moy langs mstinctvely began toexhale, . . below the smiace.

Looking back. God was with us that day:

Iot ooe second was left, not one ounce of i remsined in ooy chest as ooy body hit
the surface, barely Cleanng the water as nry body wretched for that beantfial life souce
above; the air of the earth. My body gasped for cooygen as ooy hmes flled their depleted
TESETVOIs.

Ttwas the chosest I wonld or wonld ever come w0 not making it back from below,

That day still rings present in nry mind and as I resd dwe #8th Psalm ooy heart couldn’t
belp kmowing that atthongh we onisht be enconpassed by waters of dadmess, with God,
we can someday break thronsh te aarface, freeins oursabves from that bondape. and
thioze mizls thet have held ue hostage. That mament when Christ enters our lives, we can
emerge forth free from our sins; when our mials have left us weary, but our metal has been
tempered in the fiery trials, we are stromzer all the more. We burst forth info 2 new world
of the biving, sironger, awakensd, and able o receive his ender merries qpon our soul.

Yesterday, I sat by a waterfall waiting for (God to speak 0 me; nothing came. As moy
footsteps mod dowm the radl earlier deis moming, T lisiened for His voice; nothine I began
to wionder azam winy was He hiding His face Som me?

Ttwas when I least expected it He spoke.

This momine God wsed two of his creations, beings that only bive a Life based upon
mstmcinal behaniors, to awaken nry sonl. Yes, yon can say God spoke to me throush
two dops. Oiis and Bamey showed me thomaph their actions toward me., how wee foo can
survive somie of the most challenzing trials of life, by simply looking to Jesns and lesnins
om himy. He is there for mur asking; He i there if ondy we shall accept Him into our hearts.
Char baardems can be lified and we can be set free from the bondsze of sin. In tmes of
trials, He is there 35 our life preserver, fo sustzin us throwgh the darkness. He is our ight
When we hear the soumd of his voice, we know Him, and we go to Him. For those who do
good, they love the Hght and o o it so that their deeds may be memifest.

All it took was a wagging tail snd a morment of repose oo an old wooden bench.

Be coafident in the darkmess and st i the Lord. There is bope, snd whete there is hope,
there is the st

Let the Light shine in the darkness.

Thanks be to God

Timothy W Tron lives in Calleftndlle, NC. with kis family: He ix the formar
Iyrector of the Trail gf Faith in Faldese, wherg he 50l volunteers and helps with
tours. He pow teackes Math full tme at Watauga High School i Boome. He s

the author of a new Christian series, "Children of the Lighs, © with the first book
bemg, "Bruecke fo Heaven, " and his recent book, beng the second, “The Light in
the Darkness. ” He iz an active blogeer, ardist, and musician. Timothy alse har a
BSEE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker: He can be reached af twironidiive com

wwrw brcnews_com

May 2019 - Blue Bidge Chiistian Mews page 18



Dirk Nowitzki's Retirement:

Who We Are Is More Important Than What WeDo |
By lim Denison

Drirk Mowntzki of the Diallas Mavericks renred from the HBA
Wednesday night.

I don't nommally write on Diallas-centric sports news, IBCOE0Iz-
ing that we have more than 170,000 Daily Anticle readers m 203
mﬂmuatnfmunpnhﬂym]m:bm“hulmmﬂmlh

BEuf Ddrk’s story transcends Diallss and the FBEA.

Im fact, it makes a point worth considering for everyons who follows Jesus
Praize for “TUncle Dirk™

Wowitzki was mndoubtedly one of the greatest players in WBA history: a league
scorer of all time He played twenty-one years with the ssme franchise. which is 2
record == well.

The 5San Anfonie Spurs, te team be played m his last WBA game showed a video
tribuie in his honor A rival coach stopped the game in Los Angeles and called on
fans to pay bomage to him_

Enuf the adulation he has received in Diallas and acress basketball is aboat omch
mipre than what he did on the court.

While Dirk’s salary was lncrative, be took pay cuis so bis team conld fry to sign
other players. He cared about the locker room attendants wherever the Mavericks
plaved His meamwy urpublicized hospital trips to visit children (who called him
“UTncle Dhrk™) were just part of his commitment to kis comnmimity.

The Washingon Post celebrated bis lovalty to his rearm and city. A writer in
Washinzionm, DT, praised himn for his humility. At his retirement cerempny in Diallas,
Charles Barkley called him “the nicest man ever ™

It was Dirk Mowitzki's numdlity and service off the court, even more than his
athletic achievervents om it, that endesred kim to spors fans across the country.

As he reminds us, who we are is more important than what we do.

Why is (God’s world the way it is?

The Washington Post is reporiing that “bomont is evervwhers these days ™ Ar-
cording fo one survey, “O5 percent of hunan resource leaders say amout is sabo-
taging workplace retention often becsuss of overly heavy workleads ™
In other news, Minnespolis palice snnonnced that fifty-eight peopls were amested
i a sex frafficking sting during the recent MCAA Men's Final Four tourmament.
Twrenty-eight victims of sex wrafficking were rescuad.

Why is God’s world the way it isT Why is each day's news dominated by crime
and conflict, sin and shame?

Yo might blame the Fall, snd vou’d be oght When Adam and Eve sinned  all of
creation was affected and affficted (Fomans 8:22).

However, if our fallen world is inherently sinfal, how could Jesus have entered
it and remamed sinless (Hebrews 4:15)7 If our fallen bodies are imelevant 1o God,
wity did Jesus spend 0 mnch time healing them (cf. Matthea 33537

The hands and fest of God

The ervanralical mmpnlze o be “wimesses™ to the lost is obwionshy hiblical and
urgeat (Acts 1:8). But there is mare to our calling on earth than leading people
faith in Fesns, then waiting untl we die 50 we can go to beaven,

Christians are to “make disciples of all nations™ (Pdathew 28:19), belpinz people
follow Jesus in every dimension of their lives. We are to care for God's crestion
(Genesis 2:15) and serve those m need (Matthew 2535400,

We are to show oar culiare that who we are is more mmportant fhan what we do.
And we are to lead people to the only One who can give them abundant and eternal
Life {Jobhn 13-10; JTobn 3:16).

A5 Frederick Buechner notes, vou and I are to “be [Jesns'] kands and feet in a
wiorld where he no longer has hands smd fest ™

How to minister to lepers

Perlusps vou know the story of Foseph Damien

A Belgian priest, he was sent in 1873 to minister to lepers in Hawaii. As soon 35
be arrived on MMolokai, he began oying to build friendships with the residents of the
leper colomy there, but they rejected hirn. He built a small chapsel and held rezular
services, bt hardly anyone came.

Afier twelve long years, Father Damien gave np. While standing on the pier about
to board the ship that would take him home to Balpiom, he looked dowm st his
hands. The white spots ke saw there could mean only one thing: he had contracted
leprosy.

5o, inseead of zong home, he refummed o his work in the leper colony.

MNews of the missionary’s disease spread goickly through the commmmity, and
soon mdreds of lepers mshed to his bot. They understond his pain and despeir
The following Sunday, when Father Diamien amived at the chapel  the bailding wras
filled to overflowing. Thas, began a long and frortfol mdmisty.

What made the difference?
cared about them that be could identify with them, that e was one of therm.

This is the story of Christmas snd Easter. It is the story of Jesus' love for you and
EVETyODE you know.

Let’s make It our story today, to the glory of God

HOTE: At Denizon Forum, we know how challenzine it can be o fake a Christizn
stance on today's issues,

That's one rezson we launched Biblical Insight to Tough Coestions. a wesekhy
YiouTuobe video where I addrecs a difficnlt topic from 3 biblical viewpoint.

I hape you are encouraged by today's discussion: “What are your spirineal gifts?
Are they the same 3 talents™
Jim Dewison Ph D speaks and writer on creitural and confemporary iszues. His
daily column i3 dismributed ro more than 113,000 subseribers im 208 conniries.
See more on the website www denizonfbrum_org. Comrighted and printed By
permizzion from Denison Forum.

BLUE RiDGE SPRING

HME

GARDEN

SHOW
May 18 & 19, 2019

Burnsville Town Center
6 S Mam Street

NC 28714
§78-398-5943

www.blueridgespringhomeshow.com

REMODEL - REPURPOSE - RELOCATE

Saturday 10AM - 6PM

Outdoor Living & Lawn And Garden Design

Sunday 12PM - SPM

Innovative Home Design & Home Improvement

$5 Advance / $7 At The Door
Food

Live Music
Entertainment And Sky Candy
Hot Air Balloon Rides
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For Those Who Have Lost Hope
By Billy Graham

Soms of yvou who read thess lines are hald in the
vicelike prip of zin’s confosion The despair of loneli-
ness has seffled down apon your soul, and at this very
morment you are asking the question” “Is life worth
liwing ™™

For scores of people who write to our office, life
has ceased to be worth living. To all of you I have
good mews. God did not create vou to be a defeated,
discouraged, fmsitated, wandening soul, seeking in
vain for peace of heart and peace of mind He has bizgger plans for you. He has a
zreater life for you. The answer o your problem—however great it is—is as Dear
as vour Bible, as simple as firsi-grade arithmetic and as real a5 your heartbeat.

The Bible says: “In all these things we are more than conguerors through Him
wiha foved ws ™ (Fomans 8:37).

The Bible teachss that “ Whatever s borm gf God overcomas the world. And this
iz tha victory that kas overcome the world—our faith ™ (1 John 5:4).

Upoa the anthority of God's Wiord, I declare unto you that Christ is the ansaer
o every baffling perplecity that plagupes mankind. In Him is found the cure for
care, 3 balm for bereavement, 3 healing for our burts and a sufficiency for our

Many of you are living bives of nnbearsble loneliness. Youw may be in a great
city like Mew Yook or Los Angeles, but yon are lonely in the midst of the crownd.
The world mo you is shar off, and you are shut out. Social bamriers have prevented
you from doing what you wish to do. Personality barriers thwart and hinder you.
You live in a world of blighting solitade. Or perhaps vour companion of mamy
years has suddenly been taken away, and youn are left alone in a big, empity house.
Loneliness is no respecter of persons. It imvades the palace as well as the hovel.

Crueen Victoris said after the death of her bushand, Alber: “There is no one left
o call me “Victomna."™ Even thongh che was a gueen, she Enew the pain of lonali-
ness.

Many turn to drink because of loneliness. Others lose their sandty because of
loneliness. Many comput suicide becanse of the despair of loneliness,

But thousands have found Christ to be the answer for their lonsliness. JTesus
said: “Lo, I am with you ahadys, even fo the end of the aee”™ (Matthew 28:200.

The Hebrew children were not alone when they were hurled into the fiery fur-
nace of persecution. There was one with them like munto the Son of God.

Mioses wasn't alone m the Widian Desert when God came to comfort him and
call him to 2 wider minisiry. Elijah wasn't alone at the cave when God came near
and spoke i 3 sfll, small voice.

Panl and Silas wers not alone in the Philippian jail when God came down and
zZave them a song 3t midnight

Whoever yon are, Christ can give you comnfort and companionship.

Whatever color, race or creed, your heart yeamings are the same. The lonaly,
aching spotf can be filled by Christ if wou will epen your heant and let Him in
Christ is the Anvwer to Sorrow

There are thousands of vou who have mrped to God, bat yon are stll camying
your burdens. when God invites you: *“Cast all your care on Me, for I care for
you "~ (sea 1 Peter 3:7).

You who nmst go through the valley of the shadow of death, vou who nmst say
zoodbye to those whom you have loved, you who suffer privation and mizery,
von whe sre nnjustly persecuted for righteouzness” sake tike heart, take courage.
Christ is more than adequate for sorrow.

The Apostle Panl, who suffered as mwach 2= any person who ever lived, said:
“And the Lovd will deliver me from evary evil work and presemve me for His heav-
enly Bngdor. T Him be glory forever and ever™ (2 Timothy 4:18). Diseased,
afflicted, scarred, bmised and battered by persecution, he held no bittermess but
found in Christ & sufficiency for sormow.

I talked to 3 man once who had lost his wife snd thres children in 3 fire. Mo
man could have more reason to be bitter or show his sorow than he. He gnipped
oy hamd with a sivong grip. His face was smiling, and be said- “Tell dhe world that
the grace of (God is sufficient for even the worst sufferer. ™
Christ is the Anywer to Suffering

Sickness, sormmew and sin afl contzin the hizs of the serpent and ars the result of
the fall of mem in the zarden.

Sickness is a byproduct of tansgression. But that by no mesns indicates that
Christians are never afflicted. The Bible savs: “Mamy are the qfifictions af the
rightemes  (Psalm 34:19).

Job was afflicted. Paul had an infirmity:. [azams was sick. And good people
down acroess the centuries have been promized no mmmwmnity from disesze and
infirmity. hMany people kave asked me “Why do Christians suffer™ Best assured
that thers is 3 rezson for Christian people beme afflictad. One reason God's people
suffer, accordimg o the Bible, is that it is a disciplinary, chastening and moldmg
pIDLEss,

The Bible says: “Blessed is the sean whom thow chastenest, O Lord, and
feachast kim ou? gf thy law™ (Psalm 94:12 ETV).

Agzin the Scriphare says: “For whom the Lord loves He cormects, justas a
Juther the son in whom ke dalighis” (Proverbs 3:12).

From these Scriptures we learn that the chastening of affliction is & step in the
process of our full and complete develppment. It is a love mp from our Heavenly
Father to show us thet we have wandered from the pathrray of duty:

Afflirnion can also be a mesns of refining and of purification. hamy peopls
hawve come forth from the fumace of affliction more beantifiol and more nsefol We
would never kave had the songs of Fanmy Croshy had she not been afflictsd with
blindness. George Matheson wionld have pever given the world his immortal song
“ Lowe That Will Mot Lat Me Go™ had it not been for his passing through the
furmace of affliction.

Job, who was called upon to suffer as few men have suffered, said- “Buf He
Enows the way that I fake; when He has tested me, I shall come forth az gold”™
(Tob 23:10).

Afflicion is the tlast furmsce n which saints are smelied. It is o the midst of
adversity that thedr true worth is revealsd.

The Bible says: “For owr leh qffiction. which = but for a moment, is working
Jor us a far more exceeding and eternal weight af glory ™ (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Yiour sickroom can become 8 spiritnal gyvrmmasiom where your soul is exercized
and developed. Sickness is one of the “all things™ that work together for good to
those that love God. Dion’t resent it Don't be embittered by it. You who are bying
on bospital beds realize today that it is the love-stroke of a loving Heavenly Father
who loves you so much He will mot pamper you but will bring all things for your
ulimate good.

Christ is the Answer to Disconragement

This is a world of thwaried bopes, broken dreams and frosirated desires. But
Christ can take discouragement and despondency out of your life. He can put a
spring in your step and give you a thrill in veur beart snd 3 purpose in your mind.
Optimizm and chesrfulness are products of knowimg Christ.

The Bible sayx: “d merry heart doer good, ke medicime, but a broken sparit
drigs the boner™ (Proverbs 17:22).

Christ is the wellspring of happiness. He is the foumtambead of joy “whons hav-
ing rot zeen you love. Thoueh now you do not see Him, yel believing, you rgjoice
with joy inexpressible and full of giory ™ (1 Peter 1:8).

Christ is the Answer fo the Problem of Sin

The Bible says, “All have sivned and fiall short gf the glory of God ™ (Fomans
3:23). The Bible indicates that 211 the woubles of the world stem from the fact
that men have broken the laws of God. There is a penalty for breaking God's Lay,
and that penalty is eternal death and banishrment fromn His presence. However, the
Scripture sxvs that in Christ we have “redempiion through His blood, the forene-
mazs af sins, according fo the riches gf Hiz grace” (Ephesians 1:T).

And the Bible says: “Ifwe corfess owr sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our rins and fo cleanse us from all werishteousness™ (1 John 1:99.

Is your conscience smitten today becanse of sin in your life? Have yon had
the uncomfortable feeling that you are not in tone with God? Has the Holy Spirit
been convicting you of the fact that you have broken the laws of God and meed 2
Savior?

Why not open your heart's door and let Christ come inte your lifs? “Far God
so loved the world that He pave Hiz only begotten Son, thar whoeer believes in
Him should not perish bur kanee everlasting ijfe” (Jobm 3:18).

Unless otherwise noted, Scipture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible,
MNew Eing James Version, The Scripture quotation marked KTV is taken from The
Holy Bible, Emg James Version,
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* Hazardous Tree
Removal

= View Clearing

* Pruning

= Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* RBucket Truck Service

Certified Arborist + Insured ¢ Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Retlaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113
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ction League of NC

Churchin a Bar?
By Rev. Mark Creach

'l'"'——

Having chuoch in 2 bar is 3 new phenomenon. bat "
2 growing one. It's largely an informal movement " *_f |
startad in recent yaars that has spawned indreds of ]
church services in dives and bars across the connmy.

In an article for The Wisdom Draily, Inwin Enla,
says, “People kave gathered for ‘Beer and Hymms®
in Porfland, “Church-in-a-Pub’ in Fort Worth, “What
Would Jesus Brew ' in Michigan and the “Bar Chuoch®
mD.C..

Foula nrzes his readers to note the welcome message from one group in Boston,
which reads:

“Welcome to the Pab Church! We are a church in a pub, and the Spirir is with
ns. In this place, feel free to move sbout, help yourself to food and dnnk. and
express yourself openly! We come tegether with a varery of thoughts stories, tal-
ents, hopes, and buris; all we bring is welcome. We pray that in coming together
with all our differences and with the Spirit, we participate in a new divine reality.
This is zacred space ™

Supporters of this venne for worship argae it is o mnoooventional way of doing
chuoch, but it's also in response to the decline of mstimtonal religion o favor
of a new kind of church experience. It draws people who would never attend 3
raditions] charch and it's less judsmental, they say. It's deveid of religiosity and
focuses om relationships. A bar is & place, they believe, that cne would Likely find
Jesus if he were here today.

I cammot deny the Scrprures tell ns that Fesns was found smong simmers and
axsoriating with themn in places conwmonly rejected. I cannot deny that some
churches have been atrociously wrawelopming, self-rizhteons, prefentions, hypo-
critical, and even abusive. Mor can I deny that (God’s Spirit can do his work in the
most unberomwing sites and siteations. Bat for me. 8 parmership between 3 place
that celsbrates alcobol and the holy work of God is an imequal voke that nlmmete-
Iy dioes more harm than good to both the sinner and the saint.

I think it°s difficult to justify the complaint that the raditonal chrch has been
oo offensive for one fo attend, nat then ignore the villainy of the bar,

Cme post expressed it this way:

The name of each ssloon is 2 bar,
The firest of its names by far,
A bar to heaven, a door to hell,

Whoever named it named it well.
A bar to manlinsss and wealth,

A door to want and broken health;
A bar to honor, pride, and fame,

A door 1o sin and grief snd shame:;
A bar to hops, a bar to prayer,
A dpor to darkmess and despair.
A bar o an honored, nseful life,

A door to brawling, senseless sirife;

A bar o all that's true and brave,

A door to every drunkard’s grave;

A bar to joys that home impants.

A door o tears and aching hearts;
A bar to heaven a door to hell,

Whoever named it named it wall.

The Scriphares speak with the strongest of wamings about things that happen in
3 bar. “Wine is a mocker, sirong drink a brawler; and whoever is led astray by it
is mot wise™ (Proverbs 20: 1) “Foe fo kim whe gives i neiphbor drink; pouring
out from your winesfins fo make him drunk 10 az to gaze upon his nakednass ©
(Habakkuk 2:15). These passazes indicate the individnal who drinks and the
barkeeper who pours the alcobol share in personal and corporate responsibility for
the resulting harms.

Alrohol continwes its blight upon every phass of hnman bife. Despits the
fact we've dignified its wze in the present and so many pastors and professing
Christiane seem averss to those so-called holy rollers, which challenge its use 2z
something better left alone. alcohol’s long trail of tears is undendable. Day by day,
science is supporting the contention that abstinence is the better way.

According to a recent smdy from the United Eingdom, a bottle of wine per
week is like smoking fen cigarettes i the same period i fterms of cancer sk
That's significant when you consider the average Amercan who smokes con-
sumes around 100 cigarettes 2 week. Whether a smvoker or not, a botile of wine
every week increases the risk of cancer

Smdies are determining that even moderate drinking is an important public
healih issue A major pew study from the University of Oxford, Pekimg University,
and the Chinese Academy of MMedical Sciences reports that alcohol nse ncreases
the risk of stroke. “There are no protective effects of moderate aloohol mntake
apainst stroke,” ressarchers determined. “Even moderate alcohol consumption
increaces the chances of having a stroke ™

Medical News Today reported this month, “A new study zoes agamst the grain
of previous research by sugzesting that aloohol-induced brain damage does not
stop when alcohol use ends. Instead, the harmdél effects of alcohol may continme
during abstimence. The findings kave mmportant implications for the process of
recovery from alcohol dependence.” In other words, the negatve impact of an
alcohol disorder on the brain can contimie after comumitting to a life of sobriety.

This is not to menton that excessive alcohol use leads to approximately 241
deaths every day and 2.5 million years of potential life lost each year in the Undted

States from 2006-2010, short-
ening the fives of those who
died by an average of 30 years,
Excessive drinking was respon-
sible for 1 in 10 deaths
working-age adults aged 20-64
vears And the sconomic costs
of excessive alookol consump-
tion in 2010 (the latest firnres
available) were estimarted at
$249 hillion.

Jesus said, “The shigl does
Hat comeg except fo steal, and to K, and fo desimoy. T have come that they may
Fune Ijfe amd thar thay may have 17 more abundantly ™ (Jobn 10:10) The first pam
of Jesus® saying fits the many ontcomes of alcohol wse and abuse. It's a thief that
can steal kill and destroy. But the mission of Christ is to give life and fo mive life
more shundanthy. The targ purposes are dismetrically oppozad to each other.

Providing 3 Christian wimess in 3 bar, I would say, is legitimate if the poal is
to et people out of there. If its purpose is fo gat folks aaay from the bar so they
can be instructed, encouraged and held acconntable for a holy life, that's a wronty
ohjecove. But to set up God’s house in the devil’s lair whese people are confinu-
ously subjected to temptations that steal kill and destroy life, is 3 misapplication
of Christian missions.

Raverend Dr. Mark Creech &5 Execurive Direcior of the NC Chriztian Action
League. Tou may contact him at nevmarkereech| @chrizfianactionleague.org or
RIe-FRT-Da0E
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VIDED CAMERA
INSPECTION SERVICE

« CAMPLETE SEWER & BRAIN SERYIE
« VIDEQ CAMERA ISPECTION

= FLUMBING REFAIR

« LINE LECATION

« TRACKHOE WidR

« LICENSED AND INSURED

« FAMILY IWNED AND OPERATED
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Carolina Home Care
Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

- In-Home Care for Children & Adults - Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children - Insurance
= AP Choice = & Homemaker Service
« Pediatric Hurse Aids - Companion/Sitter
- Respite

Our in-Homa Aldes are supervised by & registared nurse
whao fs availabls during all hours worked by the aide.

www. brenews.com
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community

Ny
G)L/f} and a greener environment, Mf\
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Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM
Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Burke United Christian Ministries

By David Burleson
Burke Cowrnty

We are very thankful that spring is officially hete, and,
bopefully, most of old man winter is behind us, The
Burke United Christizn Mintstries is very thankfol and
sppreciative of all the chorches, prowps and mdividuals
that supported our work during the cold, winter months,
Ax a team we were shle to mest the needs of hmdreds of
our friends smd neighbors who needed just a Linle extra o
make in through the cold winter.

As we look back over the winter months, we see God working through our
ministry to support and encourage others. For December, January, Febraary
and March, BUCM was able to do the following with the belp of our comammity
DAEITOETS:
= Assisted 11,856 Families = Assisted 25 043 Individuals = Provided 444 Showers
to the Homeless = Provided 459 Homeless Food Packs » Provided 204 Homeless
Individwsls with Tents, Sleeping Bags, Blankets or other Items = Provided Fire
Wood to 48 Families = Provided Clothing to 1,537 Individuals fotalimg 536.721.25
= Provided Heat Assistance to 190 Individuals totaling $16,930.71 = Brovided
Fent Assistance to 83 Individnals totsling 51009410 = Provided Assistance with
Utlidss o 73 Individuals fomling 56, 72078 = Provided 25,162 Mdeals in the Soup
Eirchen = Served 3,272 families in our Food Panoy totaling 7595 mdividosls
with 381,341 poumds of food

As evidenced by the above statistics, the winter months were busy at BUCRL
This work conld not kave been accomplished without our wonderfinl voluntesrs
and staff Om Apnl 8, BUCK celebrated our wolunteers at our anoial bangquet. A
biz thank vou to the following who made the banguet happen-
= Temre Colabella, Commirtee Chair = Glen Reep - Stephen Kincaid = Ann Carr
= Jeannie Edward = Brandi Belkie = Al Bomowth - Brandy Snipes = Wendy JMunll
= Elizsheth MNormis « The First Methodist Charch of Morgsoton and Fena Bchda-
hon » The Freedomn and Patton Anchor and Interact Chobs along with the  Wa-
tional Homor Societies slong with their sponsors, Kelly Baker and Michelle Gres-
ory = The Elks Chib Diancers = BUCM Board Members for Hostmg and Serving

Onir volantesrs are the lifeblood of EUTCAL. Each and every welunteer is vital to
our ministry. A boge thank you to each soup kitchen team that prepares delicious
meals for 3 daily hmch and dinner on Tuesday, Thnosday and Sundsy evenings.
O soup kitchen teams are a5 follows:

AARP 3262, Bethel Church of Christ, Blue Fidze Health Care, Burke County
ENS, Burkemont Baptist Church, Calvary Lutheran (4 Teams), Christ URIC,
Coonnental Teves, Cowboy Church, Crosslink, Direxel First Baptist Cloarch,
Drexel Memorisl, Enon Baptist, FAM - First Assembly, First Advent Christian
Chuorch, First Bapost Morganton, First Presbyterian — 2 Teams, First UMC, Fresh
Fire Church, Gaston Chapsl AME (2 Teams), Gibbs Chapel, Grace Baptist Se-
niors, Grace Epizcopal, Home Church, The Riging Church His Image Minictries,
Hopewsll Baprist, Linville UTMC, Morganton Elk’s Lodze, Morpanton Public
Safety, Morganton Service League, Mt Home Baptist (MWea's Ministry, Yonath,
Senior Group), Mountam Grove UMC, Muoll's Grove Baptist, Morth Morganton,
UBIC (2 teams). Mowlings Chapel Freewill Baptist Pleasant Ridze Youth, Porsuwit
& PT's, Faamhill Wesleyan Charch, Fhonda’s Girls - Spicy Ladies, Salem TRIC,
Shileh AME, Slades Chapel, Smyma Baptist, Sonth Mountain Children’s Home,
5t. Charles (2 Teams), 5t Mary's / 5t. Stephens Episcopal, St Paul’s Episcopal,
Summit Conmmnity Chuoch, The Fising Church TUnited Baprst, Victory Charch
Walker Fload Bapast, WIMGHUTS, Zion Baptist

We also want to thank our other volonteer proups:

Food Pantry Volmteers, Front Office Vohmteers, Clothing Closet Vohmteers,
Grant Wiiter, Clothing Store Volunteers, Crafiers, Food Harvesters, Dining Buoom)/
Warshonse 'Silverware, Wood Ministry

As 3 comanunity, we also have an opportunity to help provide food for our
clhients throngh our foed pantry and soup kitchen. On Samrday, May 11, 2019, the
Letter Carriers’ Food Drive celebrates its 27th year helping the lnngry. For more
than 20 years, the Wational Association of Letter Carmiers (WALC) has conducted
a0 ammal naticnwide food drive on the second Saturday m May, Using the
unparalleled postal networks, letter cammers collect non-perishakle food domatioms
on thar day as they deliver mail along their postal route. Please consider leaving
spme non-perishable food at your mailbox or post office to support this wonderfl
minisiry.

Alsp, woluntesrs are needed to belp unload the mail carmer wehicles weigh
incoming fond, sort the donated food itemes into barrels, load barrals onto the mck
and deliver to Burke United Christian Minismies (BUCH).

Your help is nesded! Voluntesrs of all ages, 5 years old to 99 years old. There
is spmething for everyone. Voluntesrs will be working at the Morgantom Post Of-
fice. Volanteer jobs Include:
= Unleading mail carmier vehicles as they come o - Assisting with weighing the
food = Soming donated food items into bamels = Loading fnll barels onto tuck
= Unleading full bamrels at BUCK - Meeting postal food camiers in other areas of
Burke County to pick up food

We will nead vohinteers from 1 pm annl 5:30 pan. or untl fmished. Pleaze
considering volunteering for a few hours. Awyone and everyone is encouraged to
vohmtesr! Come help us make 3 difference.

If yon are interested in vohmteering, please give Elizabeth Mormis a call at (828)
433-3075 and she can give you all the details about this woenderfol project to
Stamp Ot Hunger, You can also go to this link: hitp:/emaw oo net stamp-ons-
honger to get additional information and to sigp-up. The conummity does the
donating, postal food carmers do the collecting — we nead the belp of volunteers to
dio the rest!

Be sure fo mark your calendars for our second annual golf towmament on

confined on page 46
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Refreshing
By James Huskins
McDowell County

In spite of popular opinion, texfing is not as
zood as face-to-face conversation, virtual reality is
merely prefending and mulk does not come from
almonds. Confasion sbout milk kas been on piy
mind, becanse we have something that most Americans never expsrience; 4 milk
cow and her newlhom calf

All species of mammals produce milk afier they give birth. Most milk in Morth
Amenica comes fom cows. Milk does not happen unfil after the process of con-
ception, gestation, and birth, The act of baving a calf—and thus being able o zive
milk—is called “freshening.” Ideally, 3 cow is relbred abowut three months after
freshening to begin her nine-month gestation. 5he is “fumed dry"—allowed to
stop giving milk—ten months afier freshening. Two months of rest from produc-
tiom, and the cycle bemins anew. This process and its associated temms were com-
mion knowladge for st of our history, but when I tell people that my cow “came
fresh™ last week, | am zenerally treated to a blank stare.

I lowe the werb “to freshen.™ It sums up the jov we find in oaming a beantifinl
and Zentle Jersey, the child-like delight surmoumding the birth of a calf—ts tme
a gorgeous femnale or heifer, the health bepefits we and our family receive from
the enzymes, profeins, healthy fat, and beneficial bacteria found only in fresh,
unprocessed milk, and—best of all—the eye-popping thrill of the taste of fresh,
raw, whole milk. JToyful Jersey Juice. Cur milk is, m every way, refreshing. When
Gpd's people needed to be refreshed following centuries of enslavement. He led
them to a land Aowing with milk and honey.

Befreshment iz a poaerfinl, Biblical theme. Eimg Sanl's disobedience lad to
God abamdoning him. Saul then suffered from a “distressing spirit” and conld not
relax or sleep. 1 Sammal 16:23 says that when David plaved the harp. Sanl was
“refreshed and well, and the distoessing spirit would depan.” One of the Hebrew
words ranslsted “refresh™ is “naphash ™ It means fo brezthe or be breathed upon.
It is closely related fo “reach™—spirit—and slso to “nephech™ which is generally
ranslated “soul.” In Hebrew tenms, 3 “soul” is the nnion of 2 body made of earth
and the spirit or breath of God. It takes both body and spinit to be a soul, and Jesus
came to redeemn—refresh—our soul on reswmecton day. He did not come to free
our spirit oo the confines of pur body. The idea thar our “sonl”™ can be separated
from our body is a Greek concept, not Hebrew. In Hebrew thought, 3 “soul™ is a
honp of nmd mads alive and fresh by the breath of God.

We've been told that the Gospel was somethineg new after Calvary, tut Hebrews
4:2 tells us that the Grospal was prociaimed to the children of Torzel at Sinai. Mot a
different (rospel Mot a stale, burdenzoone list of mles. Mot an impossible bamier
between us and God. Those folks were given the novarmished “Good WNews™ along
with clear instroction that His people must obey Him. The zospel they heard was
not “Pasteurized” and “homogenized” and “saniized™ to maks it “safe ™ God’s
instmaction for Hving was pure refreshment for 2 nation attemping to shake the
bonds of slavery, but His Torah was also the basis for a covenant, and that cov-
Enant ires obedience.

In Feremiah 31:31 32 God promizes a “new’” covenant with: “The house of
Todsh and the houze of Istael ™ Most Chostisns stop st that point and miss the
terms of that new covenant in verse 33: “For this i= the covenant that T will make
with the honse of Israel after those days, declares the LOBED: I will put my Torah
within them and T will write it on their hearts ™ The “new™ covenant is nothing
more—or less—than God writing His perfect Torah on our hearts rather than on
tablets of stone. Many Christians claim that Hebrews 5:6 somehow proves that
Torah has been nuollified. “The covenant He mediates is better since it is enacted
on better promises.” Thoss “better promises™ are that His children will find
parpose and delizht and refreshment through kesping Torah, We have no doubt
that this is the Hebrew writer's message because be immediately quotes Jeremizh
3133 “Twill put myy Torah into their minds avd write if on their hearis.” (Hebrews
210y

Crur culture is enamored with “new”™ and “different.” We want the latest and the
best We've been tanght that the “new™ covenant cancellsd sverything before it,
bt our crestor has been working since day one to teach us bow to live in harmaony
with Him with sach other, and with Hiz world. His teaching is not mew, grace is
not newy, snd He has not changed.

A pew moon is Dot pew, its cycle is refreshed. A new garden is oaly new in
the sense that the miracle of growh starts afrech. A fresh cow is not a different
creaiure, but her capacity to serve her master is dramatcally improved. The new
covenant made possible by Jesus” sacnifice means that the arden of our past sin
is t2ken sway, and we are saved by grace through faith. Once we are saved, God's
Holy Spirit breathes into ns the realization that the only sppropriste response o
salvation is to walk as Fesns walked.

How did He walk? He kept Torsh. The ONLY way to love and serve Him is
io do the same What 2 refreshing option that would present to the lost and dying
wiorld aroumd ns.

And remember that almonds never lactate.

Obadient Heart Fellowship believes that the entire Bible is moe and relevant.
We accept salvation by grace throngh faith in Jesus, and we attempt to love and
serve Hom by keeping his commandments. We meetf each Sabbath—Seventh
Dray—ar Abba’s Honse, 72 South Main Smeet in MMarion. 11:00 A M. 825-260-
FEJER

Jim & Beverly Husking ane membars qf Obedrent Hearr Followship.

Theugh I speak wath the tongues of men and of angels, and have
not chanity, I am become as sounding brass, or a finkling cymbal.
1 Conntlnans 13:1-13

Presents Along About Sundown
By Hunter Taylar, Education Coordinator
Yarcey Counly

BUBRIMSVILLE, NC: When an aspiring mnsician
Ethan happens into Bascom Lamar Tunsford the
“hinstrel of Appalachia ” he embarks on 8 musical
and historical journey. Along about sundown, seversl
nmsicians mept up on Limd=ford's porch for storytall-
ing. and more importantly, 3 chance to make masic
together Lunsford’s life and songs inspire mmsicians
and appreciators of Appalachian music everywhere.
This original mmsical, written by two of Lunsford’s own grandnieces, is a charm-
ing work sure to lesve audiences smuling and nonming.

Performances will be held on May 4th, 10, 11th, 17th, snd 18th at 7-30pm.
There will be matinee perfommances on May 5th and 12th ar 3pm. Tickets range
from 513 for children to 524
for adults. All performances
are af the histonic Parkaray
Plavhouse theatre, located at
202 Green Mountzin Drive in
Burnswille, MC. Tickets can
Parkway Playhouse Box Of-
fice (open 1-5pm Thursdays
throngh Saturdays), callmg

Air Property Cwmers Asso-
rls

For more information iy A ¥

dth-18th

clazses, and volumteer n]]]]ur—

tunifies, please call 828-682-
4285 o1 visit the Parkway

Blavhouse website at
www parkwavplayhonse,

COmL
Humdar is the new Coordingtor of Edvcation af the Parbway Playhouse.

&
THE
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thro window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
=Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
=Aszk about our “Healthy Kids Program”

HOURS:
M-F 8am-7pm
Sat. Bam-4pm

Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914

www. brenews . com
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Thelnﬁpiﬁ.ng Word

Under New Ownership

By Dir. Terry Cheek
MeDowell Cournty

By now probably everyone knows the BRCHM is under
new ownership. Dong and Barbara Harrell have besn such
a blessing to the communities and charches in the Bhae
Fidge Mountzins and fioothills. Words cannot bagim o =
express the grattude we have for their faithful and generous work pursuing the
Great Commission. Quoting from Barbara’s email “As we all know, there is a ime
and a season for all things, snd the season in our lives is changing art this peint in
mme." As I thonght shout this starement I reflected on ny own life and minisiry,
bhow God kas moved me and positioned me to assume roles [ have never dreamed
of. I hawve not had the privilege of mesting Brian Bamier but I'm certain of one
thing God has plared and positioned him and his family for His work through the
BRCH. For a few moments this month lets think abont being under new owner-
ship.

That phrase causes me to immediately think business. Bt if I really allow it o
siok into muy beart it takes me to salvation. Jost Gnishing with Fesrmection Sun-
day (Easter) our hearts should be overfiowing with the thonght of salvation. Being
saved by grace thronzh faith in Fesus Christ is nothing more than puting oar somal
under new ownership.

For those who may not understand what I'm talking about sit down and let me
el you a story about your Life. Using Gods word to tell the story lets begin with
Fomans 5:12 KTV “Whergibre, ar by ong-man sin entered into the world, and
death by zim; and o death parred upon all man, for that all have simned ™ This
one man was Adam. When be and Eve disobeved God and ate from the wee of
knowledge of good and evil they established what is known as the sin nature. That
sin nature ks passed fo every male and female that has or ever will be bom. The re-
sulf of 5in is death. Wotice with me Fomans 3:23 ETV “Far ail kave sined, and
come short af the glory gf God. ™ All, that means everyone who has been or will be
bom, even vou aod I. We also have seen that sin brings sbout death, not just phys-
ical death bt spirimal death as well. Foend you don't want to expenience spirimal
death. There is a better way. Instead of allowing sin to remain in ownership of
yomur life why not come to Jesus. That's night Jesus wants to take over ownership
of vour physical and spirital life. Making a chanpe of ownpership requires us to
be bom again. In John's Gospel Jesus is talking to 8 man named Micodemas abont
being bom again this iz part of that comversation. John 35 KTV JTesus answered,
"Ferthe, verily T say undo thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirfr, he
cannot entar inte the HEngdom gf Grod. ™ JTesus wants you to be bom again. Jesus
wants you to be under new ownership, His ownership. Friend if your reading this
and you do not remember 3 time when you asked Jesus fo forgive your sin, save
your soul and take ownership of your life, will you do so today.

Allowing new owmership of your life makes room for so many new and won-
derfinl cpporiumites. Al the shame and guilt previonsly done will be gone. Paul
retmingds us in Morinthians 517 BTV “Thengfore f any mean be tm Ohrist, e iz a
mEw creaiure; old things are passed away; behold, all thing: are become new. ™
This is a wonderfil feeling. I know from experience. If vou have questions or just
need help zetting through the tansition of new owmership drop me an email. T will
be happy to show you from God’s word hear Tasus can make the transition hap-
pen. Thntil next month may (God keep you fimmly in His grip.

Tarry iz the Execafive Dimector and broadcaster of The Inspiring Wond meadia
miniziry. Tou can contact Tarry by email af theimspiringword @ gmail com
O by vizitimg wnthaispiringwond org

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Bear Creek Baptist Church
May Is A Very Special Month Indeed

By Bruce Cannon
Afizchell County

What makes May a very special month? Two very im-
portant observances goonr this month: Mother's Diay and
and should be embraced and celebrated by all!

First, May is the month where we are reminded that
moms are specisl, to be honored, to be loved, spent tme
with, prayed for and cherished What a very spedial gifi God gave the famdly
when He placed His love deep in the heart of 2 mom. Even those moms who
are not believers fesal love, concemn for and fesl very thankfial for their children.
But Christian momms, most especially those who walk close to the Lord, are very
special

When those moms lowve their children they do so with the foll blessings of
(rod, His wisdom, His power, His courage and His strength. And, there really is
a hmge difference! Thoss maoms lead their children in the most importanst ivetrae-
mon in life_ ... how to know God, bow 1o walk with God, how o please God and
how to be blessed by God. Those mones are exiremely imvalnable o a bome, a
nation and a Charch.

They are a guaranies that the next zeperation can be soong and face whatever
storms and winds that blow. They have the peace of knowing that their children
will be prepared to succeed in the things that tmuly matter in life.

The second special event is Memorial Day. And while I am a lirtle concemed
that our respect for moms is waning and the family American family bresking
down, I am deeply concemed abont pamotism, the observance of Memorial Diay,
Veteran®s Day and other patriotic remembrances or practices in the 17, 5. When
will we get to the point in America where it will be politically mcorrect to honor
our war dead, to pladze our allegiance to the flag or to honor oor veterans™ With
kneeling mking place during the national snthern the Pledze of Allepisnce or
the Anthem being pulled from many sporting and social events, and revisiomists
rewtiting American kistory, Ises it as 3 very strong possibility that Memorial
Dray snd other patriotic practices will begin drawing ire from those who were not
raized 1o respect our values.

America was fonded as 8 Todeo-Christian natien. “In God We Tmst™ meant
& lot fo our earlier citizens. It first appeared on @ two-cent coin in 1864, Itis
who we still are! Cur hearts soll break when we lose soldiers in banle We sl
love our flag! It sll blesses our hearts to see people reversnt during the Mational
Amnthem or Pledze of Allsgiance.

Thess tore celebrations are tons that RMUST not be allowed to weaken or go by
the wayside. Again thank God for hMoms! Lowve her, pray for her, celsbrate her
and honor her this Mother's Day and oa every day. And, observe Memorial Day!
Femember that there are so many families who have received the ragic news that
2 soldier had been killed OR that another soldier who faithfully served their coum-
iy passed. We owe 50 much to those who were willing to lesve home's comfort
and safety to fight fior our freedom in all parts of our globs.

Thank God for homs and thank God for our deceased, refired and active mili-
tary!

Rav. Bruce Camnon currently zerves as the Senior Pastor off Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakernville. Formerly he served az Divector of Missions for the Bladen
Bapiist Arzociation and has served on the General Boand of the Baptizt State

There iy no fear in love; bui perfect love caseetlh ont fear: because fear huth for-
ment He thar feareth is not made perfect in love. 1 John 4:18

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

WY Erie
i Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.’
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder

wwrw brenews. com
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THE SHACK BY THE ROAD
By Joy Hardwood Baldwin

An old woman prayed
“Lord as lovely Roses grow
Give me love for your people
In my shack by the road.”

A beggar came by
And she made him warm food
As he went away .fhmlkﬁri'
Said “T won’t forget you™

A yeung man was passing
With his car broke and old
She offered lnm shelter
In the shack by the road.

A sad girl was cnying
The old woman wiped her fears
Then handed her Roses

She'd been growing for years.

Now the old woman hves
In a mansion I'm fold
Sall the Roses are blooming
At the shack by the road.

Comes to Yancey County
By Pierce Bingham
Tancgy Cowmty

Celebrate Fecovery is conung to Yancey Connty Wednes-
days starting June 5th. Refrechments will be served starting
at 5:30 PM., service time &:30 PW with open share smal]
groups at 7:30 PA. This is 8 commmity-based service open |
to 2l our neighbors who want the smering healing and i
restorative power of Jesus Christ in their road to recovery from their burts, kabits
and hang-ups. Calebrate Becovery is a Christ centered recovery program based
firmly in Biblical truth, drawing on scripiure and & prncipals from the Beatimudes
io bring hope, freedom, sobriety, bealing and the oppormnity to live life one day
at a ime throngh our Savier Jesus Christ Celebrate Becovery was created over
25 years sgo by Jobn Baker snd Fick Warren at Saddle Back chorch. Fohns book
Life’s Healing chices was adapted info 3 program with help from Rick War-
ren snd since that time 80,000 people have been throngzh the 12-step program at
Saddle Back and 1.5 million have been through it worldwide by atending their
local chapters. John Bakers own story is 3 longz battle with alcoholizm and his fi-
nal deliverance through Jesus' pestorative power. The program is based on his dis-
covery i that process and his hope that others conld benefit from his joamey. The
Biblical truths drawn on for the program are ahsolutely appropriste regardless of
your brt, habit or hang-up. Please come join us Fune 5th and starnt your road to
recovery as 3 member of our Fecovery family, All are welcome o you can show
your support by coming along side of us in the service, through your prayers or
by getiing involved. For more information call Peirce Bingham at B28-208-0299.
Service will be held in the main Sancmary of Higgins United Methodist Church
101 I Main Sireet Bunsville. See you there!

Pgirce Bingham works for the Tancgy Cowngy Cooperarive Extension az the
Mountam Challenge Coordingior rumming programs for "4t Rizk Yourh". He
sarves on the execuiine commities of The Mitichell Yancey Sulstance Abuze Task
Force and is the Missions leader for his church Higeing UM In addition he is
active and on the boeard off Emiros Mowsitain Fiew, Blue Ridee Emmaus, Burmi-
ville Rotary and Reconciliaton House He lives in Green Mountain with his wife
Dgena, has four children, three grandchildren and a_farm full of animals.

Joy is a resident gf Madizon Coungy, where she mow lves with her hushand,
Iy Jow Baldwin, Ske iz currently a member of M Zion Baprizt church in
Mrshall, NC. Az a previous member, she calls Farks gf hyy Mizsionary Baprizt
Church in Weamaerville, “hame away from home”. She is currently singing with
the rocpel Growp “Jonah & Fedce ™ our gff Mars Hill, NC. Her latest song
"Homecoming " will soon be heard By may

We cannot change the
outcome, but we can
attect the journey.

~ Anne Richardson

allinfive Cane

O Howice
™Your only nonprofit, local, community Hospice™
856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
828.682-9675
ronnleg@hospiceofyancey.org

www. brenews. com
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Neuropathy

Do You Suffer From:

= Numbneszs or buming in feet or hands
= Sharp electnc like pans

= Pain on walking

= Difficult gleeping due to pain

* Pnckling or tingling n feet or hands

= Balance problems

You may have Newropathy.
Pharmaceutical treatment for
neuropathy has not proven to
be effective in the long term.
Chur office has had excellent
results in the reduction and
elimination of symptoms by
usmng a@ multi therapeutc
approach mciuding low level
lazer therapy, spine care and
nutrifion.

CALL US AT 682-6157 FOR A CONSULTATION TO SEE
IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR CARE.

CRUZ

Life Center
Burnswville, HC
(B28) 662-6157
(B00) TT2-T956

cruzlifecenter.com

The
Prefabulous

Natural Health Care

Sefutions for Your Life
LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

“Since J98L5

———

s Clamg

By Buddy Freeman
Madizon Connty

A Hippis was filling owt the physical education ques-
tiommaire form and came o the question. “Have your
eves evel been checked™ He wrote: “MNo, they have
always been brown.™

The teacher asked a boy to spell Mississippi. The hill-
billy student asked, “Dho you want me to spell the mver or the stae?™

A Veterinarian who is also a Taxidermist, has a sign in his office that says, “INo
matter what happens you will siill get vour dog back.™

When the Vaterinarian and his staff zoes to hmeh he puts a sien on the door that
says, “5IT"" “STAY ™.

A teacher asked a little boy, “What is a possum™ he thought and replied, “A pos-
sum is a flat animal that sleeps in the nuddle of the road at might ™

An undertaker asked an elderly widow woman how old ber lushand was? She
said, 8. Two years older than me.”

The underaker =aid, “So you are 967" She replied, “It's hardty worth zoing
bome, isn't itT”

Dy Buddy Freeman i now serving as the pastor at First Baptist Church aof

Marshall, NC.
SERVICE GEHIEH
i * L

OIL CHANGES + BRAKES +* TUNE-UPS
“OFFICIAL NORTH CAROLINA INSPECTION STATION®

828-688-68497 oR B28-688-68498

MON.-FRI 7:30AM TD 5:20PM - SAT 8:00AM TO 12:00 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

Get $2,000°
toward upgrades

on any new Prefabulous® h‘:{&

i

! ! i =

E g

—

(828) 433-8455 i
1276 Burkemont Avenue
Meorganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com

www brenews com
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We Must Not Remain Silent
By Franklin Graham

A the progressive, secular left movement
there iz lintle dowbt that its primary objective is
not only to suppress Christians and the Biblical
worldview, bt to harshly punich and completely
silence our moral voice and values.

That was never more evident than with the
treatment of Karen Pence wife of Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence, as she was savagely attacked
her par-time role as an art teacher at a Christan
schoo] in suburban Virginia.

Mrs. Pence had taght for 12 vears at the school, which like most evanzelical
man and one worman with clear definitions of sexmal identity according to Scrip-
millenmis.

But if you read the beadlines, you wonld have concluded that Mrs. Pence's
presence af the Christian school was a serons offensa.

—“Earen Pence America’s second lady, is teaching at Virginia Felizious
School that bans LGETQ) smdents and employvess™ {The Washington Post)

—“Wice President’s wife to teach af anti-LGET school™ (BEC)

—"“Faren Pence to teach at school that bans gay smdents, teachers™ (CHM)

The hostility, bias and ridicnle of Biblical morality is blatant and obwvious. The
media reporied nothing about Faren Pence’s skilled, pracious participation in the
Imwes of dozens of children only the fact that the sexnal mores of the school were
not alirned with the new immoral manma of the radical left.

An arricle m The Faderalist wamed of the tyrannical agpends of saonlar progres-
sives who make no attempt to hids their disdain for Biblical valnes.

“The lefi wants to penalize Christians for their faith. ... They are quite clear
about their geals for orikodox Christians. They balieve we are bigoets, and that
bigots should not be allowed to mn schools, work i govenmment or hold good
jobs. If we will not recant and bend the knes to the secozal revolation, they want o
close our schools, hospitals and charities, dove us out of our professions, shurtter
our businesses and get us fired for any job they believe above our station. ... A
culire that considers sexmual desire the essence of a person will not tolerate a mHval
Biblical viewpoint, but stigmatize and punish ic.™

This is the point o which we have come. The war agamst Biblical values and
those who embrace them is full on. The gloves are off, and the radical left would
like to crush 211 who held to a Biblical worldview:

“I promize that I will raise my voice each and every day against such infustice
and wicked behavior. I canmot and will not smand idly by By God’s grace and with
God's belp, I will “fight the popd fight,” oostng in the sovereizn hand of the Lord
o work in the hearts and lives of His people to embolden them.™

The recent developments by pro-abertion activists and politicians—swho are ac-
mally pro-omrder—omly serve to undergird just how £ar our naton bas descended
into morsl bankmaptcy.

Omn Jan 22, the anpniversary of Foe v. Wade, Mew Yok Gov. Andrew Cuomo
signed the Feproductive Health Ac—Orwellian languaze if ever I heard @i—
which legalized abortion in the state of New York throughout all nine months of
pregnancy, with 3 doctor s consent. It also decrimimalized all state sborfion laws,
and allowrs even unlicenssd physicians fo perform shortons. To calebrate their
nnarderons new legiclation, Cuomo had the One World Trade Center lit in pink .
Cme physician commented: “As 2 board-certified practcing OB-GY M for over 30
years, I nead to say publicly and unequivocally, that there is never 3 medical res-
son to kill a baby at term. ... The decizion to kill an unbom balby af term is purely
for conwenience. It is pmarder. ... God help us™

In Virginia, only an outcry from the public halted proposed legislation that
wiould kave repealed any restrictions on third-term abortions geing to the foor
for a vore. Gow. Falph Mortham’s comments in 3 media mderview insiouating
that infanticide is permissible following the birth of a live child was chilling and
R

Vice President Pence, 3 commitied believer in Jesws Christ and ardent pro-life
snpporter, =3id in 3 twreet “These VA & WY late-tenm shortion bills shenld be 2
call mo action for all Americans. It would be imconscionshle for ws m let this mo-
ment pass in silence. We st recommit ourselves to restormg the sanctity of life
o the center of American law™
Amen'

While followers of the Lord Jesus Christ shonld never resort to viclence, we
omist do all we can to resist evil. As Mr Pence has said, we are not to remain
silent when moral aparchists are atternphing to extingnish any influence of Biblical
morality in our povernment, schopls and businesses.

We can’t stick our heads in the sand and pretend these forces of evil are dor-
mant They are not, and if we remain silent, then our children and grandchildren
will pay a tremendons price for our inaction.

I promise that T onill raise my voice each and every day against such mjustice
snd wicked behavior I canmot and will not stand idly by By God’s grace and with
God’s belp, I will “fight the good fight,” oousting in the sovereign hand of the Lord
o work in the bearts and Lives of His people to embolden them.

We must be like the Prophet Drantel, who conmoued to pray to Jehowvah God
even though he knew he was violating the orders of the Babylonian king to wor-
ship him alome. Looking west foward Jemsalem, Dianiel “knelt down on bis knees
three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his cus-
fom since early days” (Dantel §: 100, Daniel courageously obeved God in the face
of a pagan culture, even risking his cowm life in the process,

"The peopie who Enow their God shall be strone, and carry ouf greal exploiiz ™
(Daniel 11:32). With God’s help, mmllpn]r we will stand boldly for God's

"ii.hﬂnd,hmwmgﬂ:ﬂmth&mﬂ,ﬂuﬂmlljudgeaﬂ those who are opposed to
Him, and He will establish His perfect will and Kingdom on earth just as if is in

Heaven. May that day come soon

Scripare guotations are taken from The Holy Bible, Mew Eing Tamess Version,
Raverend Framkiim Grakam iz President and CEQ of the Billy Graham Evan-
Eelisfic Association and of Samaritan 5 Purse, an mfernational Christian religh

PAPPY'S

GUNSMITHING & BACKWOODS LIVIN

* HEW LoGATIC@R *

Drisabled Veteran
Ovned and

Operated
Enjoy the Great Outdoors!
We Are Your Hiking Headguarters!
* Cookware
* Food - Freeze Dried Trail Food
 Bachpack Stove

» Utensils-Forks in every color
 Carry & Hiking Stoves

612 West U'S Hwy 19E Bypass » Burnsville, NC 218714
1_|" F|I1 i ill-ll

I- ACross T-I TN

(828) 5306-5250 » pappvi@backwoods-livin.com

L&B FURNITURE

Give Mom a
Reason to Relax!

/
,—"’.;_..a"'!ﬁ,
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Visit our new website - landbfurniturestore. com
Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Wﬂ:rle:)" PRoad - Marion, NC

(B828) 652-TA6T "Nl v il

www. bremews. com
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Burkemont Bapfist Church is corently seeking a minister of nmsic. Burkemomnt
is located in Morganton, NC. The church has two meoming worship services at 8:30
arm. snd 11:00 am. that are blendad in worship style. The chorch has an onchestra
and is acoustomed to praise and worship nmsic &5 well as raditonsl ymns. We
hawve a comprehensive nsic muinistoy with multple choirs (preschool, children
youthyoung adalt and aduld). We bave a drams minisiry that parmers with the -
siC ministry snd parficipates i sezsonal productions that are often on a large scale.
We are looking for 8 man of God with 3 Master's Diegres from a seminary of like
faith and a mem with 3 beart for nondstry that goes beyond mere telent Plegse send

resumes to lane@burkemontbapeist org.

Catawhba River Baptist Association - World Changers will be coming to Mor-
ganton, MO, Fuby 13-20, 2019, Hundreds of stodents fom aronnd the coumtry will
participate in multple mission projects around the ares for families in peed  This
year 3 record number of siudents have sizned up to come o oar area. We are going
to be peeding churches to help feed the mission team's lonch each day. Cinrches
will prowide hmch for 8-14 people. four consecutive days at the team's desiznated
constraction site. We will also need volunteers to belp at the school where the si-
dents will be hounsed There are many ways to get imvolved. For more information or
io vohmtesr call the CEBA office at 828-437-0137.

CRBA will be hosting 8 Community BMight of Prayer oo the Mational Day of
Prayer hay Indfrom 7 to & pam at the chapel of the Waldenszizn Trail of Faith m
Valdese. This will be a grest time of worship and prayer as we sesk the Father for
help in oor comnundty. This is 2 free event (oo offermg will be taken)) where pastors
and community leaders will be leading this special time of prayer.

Equip Conference, May 7, 2019, Spm at Mount Home Baptist Chorch.

A light mesl will be provided at 6 pm., the rally and breakout sessions will follow.
The kst of classes available are below:

Fevitslization for the Fumre: Steve Salls
Diiscipleship for the Puture (Sunday School & Small Group): Robby Smith
Leadership for the Fomre {Deacon/Elder Mimistry): Keith Dixon & Mike Chandler
Prayer for the Futurs (Beginning 3 Prayer Mmisery): Mark Wirza

Pleaza call the CRBA office at (828) 437-0137 to resarve your spot and for more
o 7

2019 Waldenszian Festival - Since 19746, on the second Sanodsy m Angnst, Valdese
hosts an annesl festival to celebrate the "Glorions Retum” of the Wildenses from
exile in Switzerland to their natve valleys in the Cottian Alps of Ialy in 1689 This
celebration is mimmored arovmd the world by other Waldensian commmmunites. The
Town of Valdese continnes to improve the Waldensizn Festival each year and make
it one of the best festivals in the sme of Morth Caroling.
The 2019 Waldensian Festival will concentrate on mmigne crafis, great food, and top-
guality entertaimment. To achieve this zoeal the commities continnes to seanch for
wonderful armists. food vendors and entertainers from aroumd the conntry. Choosing
participants that will come together to maks an anforgettable fastival.
The 44th Anmial Waldensisn Festival will be held on Angnst @ & 10, 2019

2018 VENDOFR AFPLICATIONS AVAIT ART E O

AMorganton Seventh-day Advenfisi-Burke County - God's Closst - Morzanton
Free Shop Day! Sunday, May 5, 2019, from 2200 pom. - 5200 pom, at the Morgamnton
Seventh-day Adventist Clhuoch, 2187 Famestown Foad, Morganton, W.C.

FREE Children's Clothing fior ages { - 18 years old! Imvite your fends and LIEKE
and SHARE (@GodsClosethorganton and (@orzantonSeventhday Adventist-
Church on Facebook!

Commmunity Night of Prayer at the Waldensians Trail of Faith 401 Church St
Valdese, WC. The event is May 2nd 7-8pm. People from over two dozen Churches
will be coming together to pray for our Chnorch, our compnmity, snd our world.

Teown of Valdese Concert Scheduke

2009 Season Lineap:

hiay 24 Concert Senes Kickoff Celebration — Ountshyme

hiay 31: Fated PG

Tune T: Dinty Grass Sonl

Fupe 14: Emily Minor

Fune 21: The Might Move Band

Fune 28: INDEPEMDENCE DAY CELEBRATION & FIREWOERES DISPLAY
Little Tohnmy Trailer Trash & Ulimate Ezgles Trbute- On the Border - Eagles
Tribuie Band

Fuly 5: Sonthmind

Fuly 12: Shaks Dowm Band

Fuly 19: The Tme Grass Band

Faly 26: Tony Bailey Band

Angznst 2: Skaterink Tukebox

Angnst B & 10 $4th Annnas] Fistoric Valdese Wildensian Festival
Fridsy Might Entertaimment - Cassetie Fewind & Gump Ficion
Saturday Entertainment - Gary Lowder & Smokin' Hot
Amzst 16: Carson Hill

Amzmst 23: To Be Anneumced

Anznst 30: Concert Series Fmale Celehration — Tim Clark Band

ALcDowell County

New Community Ouiresch Bepafits McDowell Families with Children
Teens for Christ B E A B Closst{Baby Equipment and Resource Closat)

Begimming Wednesday, Angust 1st, 2018 the youth group at Cross United Method-
ist Chorch located at 85 West Cross Smest in Manon will lsumch a pew oureach

minisiTy benefiting families with children The ontreach will be open the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of the month 4:00 to 6:30 pm. and the Ind and 4th Wednesdsys 2200
to 1100 a.m For more information or if yon are interested in volunteer opporani-

ties call (B28) 803-5790 or email TeensforChrsiBEAR closetmyaboo.com.

First Bapitist of Maron - The Children’s Conuwittes i3 creating 3 library for the
nenw and gently naed books for children of all apes and reading levels, as well as ra-
sonrces for parents. The donatons will sopplement the selection of books ourenthy
on band. Please leave donstions in the main office. Thank vou!!!

Vacaton Bible School Fone 24-28, 2019 kMore mformation to come 5000 Vacs-
tion Biltle School will be here soon. We need volonteers 1o belp with crafis. Kids
will work on age appropriate craft projects all week long. Special ar skills are not
required for thas position. See Chresti or sizn up on the bulletin board if interesied. .

AcDowell will Hoot 4-H District Activity Day - On Sanoday, Fupe 15, CCE-
McDowell Connty Center will host 4-H Dismict Actvity Day. 4-H District Activity
Diay is a long-lived Extension tradition where 4-Hers from across the West Diistrict
will come together to compete in 4-H Presentations.

We nead your help! This activity is 2 large undertaking that requires vohmtsers.
Lat's shomr our western 21 connfies and the Eastern Band of Cherokes MMcDowell

Aditchell County

Bear Creel Baptizst Church - Women's Prayer Breakfast May 10th, 8:008m at
DT,

Celebrare Facovery - This 15 a Chnst and Biblical Based Program, giving hip and
Josh Wisa(al 385-0061

Thers will be 3 meeting every Thursday night with someone there to talk fo men,
women angd their families. There i 2lso a Children's proeram.

Grassy Creel: Bapiist Chorch - The Talleys in concert

Trn-Coumty Baptist Tabemacke-252 Fides Foad-Sprace Pime, BNC
My 31, 2009 at 7200 pon Call 323-850-3346 for more information

Huospice and Home Care of BElue Ridge, Inc.
15th Anmnal Golf Tomwmament- Samrdsy, Jone 3 - Grassy Creek Golf Course

Ahichell Couniy Historic Society - On May 20th, we'll be at the English Inn
where Diavid Biddix will give a presentation about Union Soldiers who were shel-
tered by the Inn’s owner, Isaac D). English.

We'll bear about the Ovenmountain Victory Historic Trail from Swari McDowell
on June 1Tth at the Historic Courthonse,

Afitchell Connty Chamber - For the last 60 years, Sproce Pine has welcomed rock
bounds snd gem and minersl enthsiasts o the bemaifol Biue Fidee hioumiains!

This event has been a major part of the history of Bitchell County for the past 60
years! Hundreds of thonsands of people have maveled to our comnmmity fo take part
in this event.

The WC Minersl and Gem Festival has an over 51 million impact on our local
busipessas each year which 1s one of the main reasons we work 50 bard o make this
event 4 success sach year

But events like this don't happen without the support of cur local usinesses and
vohuteers. As we make plans for the §0th year celebration we need our sponsors
even mare! We hope you will consider joiming ws this year s 2 comnunity panmer
to halp ws make this vear's event soanething special Mo matter the level of sponsor-
ship, your suppodt is very Important!

ERelay for Life of the Blue Bidge
irchell High School- Bay 17th, 5:00 pm — 12:00 am.
For information on local event contact Bhonda Buchanam at 766-1632

Second Annual Service Personne] Recognition Banguet
Altapass Baptist Cinarch-3631 Altapass Hwy, Spruce Pine-May 10, 2019, §300 pom.
For Firemen Policemen HMT's

Dease join us a5 we honor the ones curently serving and the ones that hsve given
ir=ll

This will inchade a3 mea] for you and your significant other

Ta¥a Village - We are annmmcing the Opening of Ya¥a Village Comnmercial Share
Eitchen!

We've realized there's a gap that needs to be filled betwesn the producton of
local food and their consumpdion. That's winy we started Ya¥a Village Conumercizl
Shared Use Eirchen so that we conld provide 3 certified area at 3 reasonable cost for
locals trying to sell their prodacts. This way we stve to belp comnnmity emrapre-
neurs with their part-time business.

S, 1f wou kave 3 product yon want to mmarket and sell (ks jame, jellies, baked
goods etc.) or if you need a coonmercial kitchen for catering, having s private Pop
Up dinner, hosting a class or whatever you're imagining, we hope oor Shared Usa
Eitchen can provide yon with a solation

Come visit our space, gef an application and let ns talk 1o se= what 15 that you
hawe in nrmd!

We are also sermving Lunch on Tuesdays and Thorsdsys from 12200 pm to 2200 pm

Sizn up for 2019 Afier Hours!

www. brenews. com
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Busimess After Hours are held to provide an opporfundty for Chamber mem-
bers to network while allowing the Member to sponsor a chance to address and/
or showease their facilities Business After Honrs sre held rmonthly to bi-monthily,
and penerslly on 8 Tussday or Thursdsy (unless other arranpernents are made). The
Member sponsor and the Chamber representative will coordinste the event. After
Hours begins a2t 430 pan. and ends at §:00 pm. (unless ofher amangements ane
made). Send your questions and reserve your month bry emailing Eelky at kjones|z
miitchallcountychamberorz.

May: Loafer’s Glory Bafiing and Tubing, Bakerswille, WO
Fune- The Brizn Center

Fuly: EB's

September The Switrer]and Tom

Chctober-Movember: OFEM

We do not have After Hours in December.

Sommer 2019 Worlshops at Penland!

Svmumer 2019 workshop descriptions are hare!
A fe fum Facts:

* We're offering 103 workshops this summer.
* Scholarships are available for all 103 workshops!
* Pegisration opens Tamaany 15.
* Scholarship applicamons open Jamaary 1 and are due by February 18,

2019 Calendar of Events for Downtown Spruce Pine

Fum for Holland May 18th Dowmiown Sproce Pins
TRAC Smdso Tour Biay 31- fune nd hiwchell & Yancey Counties
Troutacnlar Tune 1=t Riverside Park

Dyoomioam Dhay Tune 8th, Dowmiown Sproce Pine
SPACE Pestival Juane 14-15th, Downtown Spruce Pine
Biovies in the Park Fune 14th, Cenirsl Park

4th of Tuly Celebration Taly 4th, Diovwniown Sprace Pine
hiovies in the Park Fuly 12th Ceniral Park

hiowvies in the Park Fuly 1%th, Ceniral Park

BEQ) & Bluegrrass Faly 1%th Jz 20th. Fiverside Park
Aiowies in the Park Fuby 26th Central Park {rain date)
himeral & Gem Fasdval Anz 1-4th Cross Sirest Boilding
Summer Concert Angmst Ind. Ceniral Park

Summer Coneert September Tth Central Park

Walk A Mile Fundraizer Oxctober (TBLY), Central Park

Fall Clesm Up Crctober-TED, Downtownm Sprace Bine
Poitter's Market Orctober 13 &14th, Cross Sirest Building
Merchant Trick or Treat Ohctober 315t Downtown Spruce Pine
Small Business Samrday Movember 30th Downtown Spmce Pine
Eiwanis Christmas Parade MWovember 30th, Downiown Spruce Pine
TRAC Smdio Tour December §-Sth, Mitchell & Yancey County

Farmers Market every Wednesday at Bank of America bapinning i April
For more information shout aoy of these events, contact SPAMS T65-3008

Tae Biver Arts - e Smdio Tour Applications- The Toe Biver Arts Smdio Tour is
perhaps the largest and the longest mumme smdio tour o the country, yon will find
craftspeople and antsts in nearly every medium, many tops m their field sand several
new-to-the-tour paricipants.

FREE, and self-pmided this adventure will lead yon to some tnique places sine-
ated between Mt Mirchell and Foan Mountzin, Visibors travel fhrough valleys, past
sireamms, across rvers, over hilltops, and experience breathtaking mountain vistas
a5 they make their joumey through the Toe River Ares repion. Meet the artists, ses
where they create smd where they live.

Toe Biver Arrs will sponsor 8 Meet-The-Arfict reception at their Spruce Pine
location on Fridsy evening after the tour closes for the day. A sampling of partici-
pants will be on display peceraphically o ome can plan 3 ronte for the rest of their
CUITEY.

: Rec:pnm Bizy 31st, 530-T:30pmmn. For more informstion, please call
828 682.T215 or email.

Evensong at Trinity Church - The next Evensong will celebrate the Ascension of
Christ on Sunday, hay 28, 2019 with the nmsic of George Frederick Handel and
Falph Vanshn Williams.

Trmity Church is located at 15 Hemlock Axeme in the English Woods neizhbor-
hood of Sproce Pins. For more information abont Evensong ar abowt the Chorch,
plezse contact (E28) 520-1151 or TECSP] 5{@iatt net.

Eun For Holland - T have exciting news that T couldn't wait to share! After 5 years
of being organized Fon For Holland has finally received it's S01(c){3) stams. This
means that we are recognized by the IBS 2= tax exempd and that we can give domors
fax deductions when they make chanitable gifts. The shility to spply for grants

and other public or private allocations availzble only to [RS-recosnized. S00(c)(3)

OrEanizations.

With that being s=id. I want to ask you sl to consider donating o Foon For Heol-
land as 2018 comes 1o 3 close. To date, we hawve been able to give over £353,000 m
gramts to the local disshled conwmmity and hope that being "official” will sllow ns
o do even more in the years o come. Fun For Holland started with a small vision
io help the local dizsbled conmmmity through awareness, whatever that mesnt Ba-
cxnze of people like yon it has promm mto a Moo-Profit organization that is reaching
thouzamds of people per year throwgh awareness, sducation smd finamcisl suppaort

Cam you help us grow our bodzet fior 200197

D5 registration is open 5o feel free to sign up for the 2019 race on Saturday May
18:h, 2019

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast, the first
Samarday each mont 7:30 — 10:30 sm at the old Methodist Chorch across from
Jerry's Store. Come join ws for homemade sansage scrambled eggs, pravy, jellies,

juice and coffee. Eaf in or take-out, all finds support the Tipton Hill Conyonmity
Foumdafion.

Yancey County

Alitchell Yancey Substance Abuse —Panmers Alizned Toward Heslth Sawve the
Date Bumsville 3K it familiss Bzy 11th The 10th Anonal Burmnsville Fit Fami-
lies 5K is Samrday, May 11th! Begismation is sill open!

Early regisiration ends on Apnl 26t Unnl then the cost for regisiranon is 325
for adults and FREE for children! After April 26th registration fees go up to 530
for adults. Online registration closes on May Oth, but we weloome race-day regisira-
mons as well. You must register by Apmil 26ith to poarantee 8 tee shirt. Please note:
Pace-day-registration is cash or check ONLY. Register online hete

We =till need vohmtesrs! We need a few additional Conrss Marshalls to puard
intersections and help ensure the safety of oor numers. Pleass sipn up hers or email
brisnnampathmnc org if you are availsble to help.

Come support the moners! Foin in the fiun and chesr the nmmers on their way!
walooms to encourage and energize the racess!

A Few Beminders .

= Bace-day registration and packet picket up for all begins on race day ar 8200 AM m
= East Main Town Soquare, West Miaim, Morth hMam, and Green hMountsin Dirive will
be closed in the moming for the SE_ Please take this info acoomt for your amival

= The race stants at 9:00 from the Town Squars.

= We will have smoothies, nosic, and annommce the race winners st Town Soqusre
after the race Plesse plan to join ns there affer the 5. {If it is raining, we'll do this
inside First Bapiist Church )

= Dowmntoem area reads will close a litle before 9:00 AM to ensure runner safety,
and will reopen when the final mnners cross the finish line.

And finally. theres still tme to sponsor a mumner!

Each child receives a race t-shirt. a goody bag, 4 meda] for participatng, snd
& smoothie 5t the finish lne. Your 525 donation will belp to offset those costs. To
sponsor & child plesse click here or mail a check to PATH ar the address below,

We look forward to seeing vou at the race!

Mayiand Community College HED P! Socisl hMedia Marketing Tips for Small
Businesses

Explore the ever-changing landscape of social media marketing while enjoying 3
light bregkfast at the beantifil Bomsville Town Center. The basics of Facebook for
business wall be covered with step-by-step instmactions for set-up. Instzgram, You-
Tube, and other social media platforms will also be analyzed from a smasll busmess
owner perspective. Find owt when to post, proper use of hashiazs, and bow to boost
content in this mformation packed class!
514, T, B:00-930 am
Fee Waived Instmcior: Fobinson
Bumsville Town Cemter 828 7661295

Hiar to Start and Grow a Local Business i the MC Mountains
Laam how to property stant 3 small business in the western MC Moontam region.
Semimsr will cover how to properly register your business, small bosmess best men-
Apement pracices, and tips for growts.
522, W, 1:30 pm-3:30 pm Fee Waived Instmctor: Cook Yancey B28. 766.1205
Allen Cook, Director, Mayland Small Business Center (828) T66-1295 acookiq
mayland edu

Bapiict on AMission - Mission teams are needed to do Vacation Bible School,
Evangelisnc Outreach, and Construction projects in our parmer states of Alaska,
“ermont, MMame, and Penmoylvania. Mission teams can make & great impact in
reaching these conummmities for Christ. Visit our website for foll lists of projects
at: hitps:haptistsommmssion orgMission-ProjectsUnited- States Wew-England o
contact MC Baptists on Mission at 219-457-55607 or mabemathy/@ncbaptist.org
Dieep Impact Eids Are you looking for a mission opportumity for the cldldren in
your church? Dheep Impact Eids will be serving in many comanoutes across the
state with hands-on mission projects desipned for 1si-Gth grade children Siznuop
your church now for a weekend, muimi-week | or full week at one of these locations:
Camp Cale Bed Sprimgs, Shelby, Mundo Vista, Caswell, or Tmett Baptist Camp.
For mare information contact Dollie Noa at dnoa@nchaptist.org. Website
hitp:‘baptistsonmission orgcamps/di-Kids

ASAF' 2019 Local Food Guide Is Here!- The srowing season has amived in
Western Morth Carolina and the Southemn Appalachians! Thet means it's fime to
discover fammes to visit weekly fanmers tailzate markets, new restaurants, and more
opporhmities to savor the sezson and calsbrate the farms that sumovmd us, The btest
editon of ASAP's Local Food Guide, the essential resounce for finding Appalachizn
Gromm™ food and farms, hits newsstands this week.

warw. brenews com
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“Red Letters”
By Shawn Thoomas
Burke County

I recently waiched Diavid Crowder’s testimony about writ- g8 |
ing the popular song, “Fed Letters.” He said when he was a i '.3.'
Little boy, he was sitting in a charch service with bis prand-  [508
mother, and be was fiddling with the emvelopes or whatever
— but ke looked owver and saw his prandmother’'s Bible open, ‘t
and it was one of those “Ted lefter™ adiion Bibles, in which
all the words of Fesns are printed in red. And he asked his grandmother; “Why are
those words in red?™ And she told him the story: that God Himself came down to
earth in Jesus Christ, and those were the words that He Himself spoke while He
was bere. He said it made such an impression on him: these were the words of
Cod! Words that ended up changing s Life

But he zaid when be was older, be began to research those “red letter Bibles™
somne mare. They were the invention of 8 men namesd Lowis Elopsch who Hved
i the late 1500°s. He wanted the meszaze of the Bible and what Jasus had done
for ns, to be 2= clear as it conld be to every man, but be didn’t know the bast way
to do it One day, he was reading whete Jesus said in Luke 22:20, “This cup is the
new covenant in My blood, whick is poured ouf for you " — then he had this idea-
it was the blood of Fesns, that He DITr mdeed “pour cut™ on the cross, that was the
inred, as a reminder that He had paid for our sins with His blood? And so, they
began o print those “red letter” Bibles.

In fact, in scone Laver versions, they took it even finther They went back into
the Old Testament, and whenever there was a passage that predicted the com-
g of Jesns, or what He wounld do for ns, they would pring that in red also. Som
those Bibles, if you started in (Grenesiz and read through to Bevelation, all thronzh
the Bible as you read, voun conld see this “scarlet thread'” that ran all throngh the
Hible: all thess “red” verses that point to the bleod of Christ that was the price for
our salvation.

Well, the Bible tells us that “ALL scrpiore is inspired by God ™ In 4 very real
sense, you could print EVERY word in the Bible in red, because ALY the wonds
of the Bible are from the Lord, and every single verse in it points to Jesus. And we
need to make sure we remember that

Bt the point that Lonis KElopsch was making is tme: it IS the blood of Fesus
that saves us, and we need to make really sure that we realize that.

See, this is where a3 lot of people really miss the point of the Bible and Chris-
tianity. They think that Christanrty teaches: “If yon'll be good, then youn will get
to heaven ™ (Kind of like Santa Claus: “Be a good boy, and Sants will bring you
a presant.” And they think God i= like that: “Be good and [ ought ket vow b
heaven ™)

But the problem is, NONE OF US ARE GOOD! The Bible =3vs in Fomans 3,

Dow't Fonget Wother on
MJ&’M’M

www.grassycreekclothing.com

rassy Creef:
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

Mon-5at 8:30am-5:30pm _%ng{;hum

“Thare iz wome pood, not avan ong ™! It says all have simned and fall shom of the
Elory of God. We are not good, and we can’t do soyvthing to save ourselves. We
needad God to save ws — and that is just what He came to earth to do. God the
Son, Fesns Christ, came to earth, fived the perfect life we couldn’t live, and died
on the cross and paid for our sins with His bood. He rose fiomm the dead and will
save whoever repents of their sins and puts their tmest im Him as their Locd & Sav-
ior. Bt vou have to realize it is ONLY the bleod of Tesus and what HE did that
saves us. We can’t save ourselves.

Back in the 180{'s, Mark Twain wrote abouar 3 real-life incident that happened
on the Mississippi Biver. A steamboat, camying 200 passengers caught fire. The
pilot of the ship told the captsin that if they stayed there by the bluff bank {there
was basically 3 cliff on that side of the mver) they would all die; bt if be just had
enough fime to mon the ship inte the sand bar, some distance samay, then perhaps
everyone could climb out and be saved. The capiain told kim voun need fo sban-
don ship; if vou stay there and Ty to take the ship to the sand bar, the fire will be
up here by then and you will die. Bt the pilot told the captam: *If I shandon this
post, nobody will be saved; if T stay bere, no one will be lost ot me.” He szid,
“Twill stay.™ And be did stay atf his post, and wok that steambost to the sand bar.
Two Inmdred passengers were on board that steamboat that day — but not a single
life was lost — except that pilot's. He did die m the fire, stayingz at his post, that
the others might be saved.

Those 200 people on that boat on the Mississippd that day, lived. But it wasn't
because of aovihing THEY did was it7 They didn’t do amyihing at all. The only
reason they lived, was becanse of what the pilot did for them.

And that is how it 1z with you and me sand heaven too. We've all sinned; every
one of ns. And like the people on that boar that day, there is WOTHING we can do
to save ourselves from the punishment of our sins. The Bibls says, “By the works
af the Law, NO flesh shall be justjfied i His sighe * It s3ys salvation is “mer gf
warks, last any man should boast. ™ There is nothing we can do to save ourselves.
But Jesus died on the cross, and poured ot His blood to pay for our sins, to do for
us what we could not do for ourselves.

But we need to make sure we imderstand; we are WOT going to 2o to hesven
because of aoy good things we have done for God:

— going o charch doesn’t save us
— Eiving money deesn’t Ve us
— ving to be good doesn’t save us.

There’s nothing “=ood™ that we can do for God that saves ns. The only thing
that saves ns is what GOD did for US, when Jesus died on the cross for us and
paid for our sins with His blond.

There’s an old hyrom that cays it soowell: “What can wash sy my sin?
NOTHING — but the blopd of Jesuns ™

You've got to pot your st in HIM, and i HIM only. If someone asks you
“How are you going o gef to heaven ™ DO WOT say: “I'm gonna ry to be good”
or “T'll try to keep the 10 Commandments", or whatever. HONE of those things
are enough o save you. You won't be good enough; you can't keep all the 10
Coommandments. You've got to ttust what JESUS did to save yow.

You've gotta be like a pastor I know, who, when someone asked him, “Why
should God 1et vou into His beaven™, said “HE SHOUDMT! But Jesus died on
the cross and shed bis blood for me and THAT is my ooy hope of salvation ™
That"s the answer we all need to have. Pat youor tst in Fesns, and Tesns alone for
your salvation. In those old “red letter™ Bibles, Fobm 3:16 is one of those verses
that is in red: “Far God so loved the world, that He gave Hiz only bagoiten Son,
that whosoever believerh i Him should net perizh, but have everlasting Ijfe. ™
The promise of that “red letter” verse, was bought with the blood of Jesus. If
you've never done it before, ask Tesus to save you today, give you a home n
heaven, and kelp you to follow Him from this day forward.

Sheawn Thomas s Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Eidge Bapast Church in Morganson,
His messages and devetionals ane avaiiabla af www.shawnethomas.com

Odc

SOUTHWEST

Trading
COMPANY |

Unique Handcratted
Furniture

Furniture Starting at

$99|

279 Oak: lvam’m
" Spruce Pine, NC
8287658261

YT
H--u“““

Mon-Sat, 9am -Spm sales@swtradingcompany.com

www brcnews.com

May 2019 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 30



The Stairway To Heaven
By Steve Bistz
Burke County

I suspect that many of the stairways that T have chimbed,
vo have also climbed.

Mayhe yon have besn in Boston like T have and vis-
ited the historical site, Bunker Hill And vou climbed the
stairway of the momonent tower. There are 294 steps in that
stairway.  I've never beard it called the stairway to hesven.

Ddayhe you kave besn to Washington DC, like T have,
and climbed the steps of the Washington Momument That tower momument that
honors the first president of America, George Washington, consists of 887 steps to
the top. I'we never heard it called the stairway to beaven.

Or, maybe you have been to MNew York and enjoved a visit to the Stame Of
Liberty. I have climbed the Liberty Statne stairway twice, from her fest to her
crown. There are 354 steps if vou are poing to srrive at the crowmn on her head.
I'we never heard it referred s the stairanay to heaven

Or closer to home, you like me. have climbed the steps of Chinmey Bock State
Park  Iis stairway kas 421 steps if von want to see a fantastic view:. But I've
never heard it classified as the staivaray o heaven.

But, there is a stairway that has 28 steps. A stairway, for soone 1500 years, that
has not besn walked up, but rather a person is o go up those 28 steps on their
knees. The hierarchy of the Cluoch Of Bome, gave the title to this stairway. They
called it Scala Sancta, Holy Stairs. However, if you were o ask the locals that
Live in Rome, thev would call those 28 steps by its nickname. .. The Stairway To
Heaven.

The white marble staircase is located in the old Taterin Palace m Fome. which
for almaost a 1000 years, was the private residence of all the popes. Mow, the
palace iz hasically an extension of 5t Jobn's Cathedral. Why, you ask are those
28 steps called Holy Stairs? The stairs have been moved foom their origmal sight.
The stairway was not orginally located in 5t John's Cathedral. Those 28 steps
of white marble would kave been found in the city of Ternsalem. This staimway
wionld have origmally extended from the couryand, nsing to the porch outside the
palace throne room of the residence of the govemor of Tudea. The most famoas,
or maybe [ should say, the most notorons governor o ever live there was the man
Ponms Pilate.

Thus, it was, on an early Friday moming in ATy 31, on that stairway, Foman
guards wonld have escorted Jesus of Mazareth up those 28 steps to face charges
of sedition. On the top of those stairs, Pilate, using a basin of water as his prop,
publicly shows his noncompliance. Pilate “washed his hands™ signifying that he
was clean of spilling the blood of this man Jesws.

Blow vou may sea why the Church of Rome calls thoss 28 steps, Holy Stairs.
Yion may wonder, howy did this stairway, make it from Jerusalem to Bome? In 336
AD with much concern over the preservation of the sites we often hear called
ke Holy Land, Empercr Constanfine's mother, Helenna Aunsusms, made 3 mp to
Jerusalem. Her main goal was o locate and protect the important sites of the life
of Jesus. If you go to the Holy Land, you will see that there are churches ikt
over many sites. This idea was established by Helerma But, if the holy relics
could be transported, she had those fbems hauled to the city of Fome. Something
mieresting— Helenna had almost a ton of dint taken from off of the traditional site
of Golgotha, and transported back to Rome. That dirt would be used in the estab-
hishment of the Vatican (ardens_

The 2§ step staircase wonld also be transportsd back to Rome. Supposedly the
very steps that Jesns would hawe walked np to stand bafore Governor Pilate. The
so called Holy Stairs has been there ever since. And the Church Of Rome would
proclaim this stairway to be the nltimate indulzence. Pops Leo decreed that if one
were to crawl up on those 28 steps on their knees a loved ope's time spent In pur-
gatory wonld be greatly reduced. And the climber’s own sins were gone, if they
could climb the steps on their kpees. Mo wonder the locals named it, the Stairamy
To Heaven.

I the vear 1511, a German monk named MMarnn Luther, would tavel to Fome,
intent on climbing those 28 steps on his knees so that his sins would vanish. We
do not know on which of the 28 steps, Luther may have been kmeeling on, when
the words of the Apostle Panl, recorded in Fiomans 1:7, exploded i his thonghis.
THE IJ5T SHALL LIVE BY FATTH. Luther realized that the so called "stair-
way to heaven” did not wash away his sims. The mdulpences of his day did not
coincide with the Word Of God.

When Lather stood up on the so called Holy Stairs, the world would never be
the same agzin. The Protestant Feformation blazed across the world.

There, in the npper room, 35 Christ and the disciples celebrated the Passover
Supper, we listen in as the Lord endeavors to teach the outh, The dizciple John
reconds the answer from Christ in Jobn 14:6.  “Jesus said to im, Jam tha way,
tha truth, and the Ijfe. No one comes fo the Farther except through Me ™ Jesus
said “I am the Stairway To Heawen!™ He is the stairs that connects earth with
bezven becanse Fesns is the Living Way. I love the words we find in Acts 4:12
wiere we read: “Nor iz there salvation i any other, for thene is no ofher name
under heaven ghaam among men By which we rust be soved ™

There is one and only one, Stairway To Heaven,  Jesus Christ is our Blessed
Hope of life etemal. Jesus Christ is our hope of kaving our sins forgiven. Jesus
Christ is the only way, the only Staimwrsy to Heaven. May we draw closer to Him
inday and every day.

Seve Bietz, Pastor Morganion Seventh day 4dvenfist Church.

Every word of God 15 pure: he 15 a shield unte them that put their
trust in him. Proverbs 30:5
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NC Senate District 46

This week I was proud o be sble to cast a vote supporting 5359, The Bom-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Aot <hitps-
nrler govBilll ook Up 2019/5359% This bill requires doctors to provide medical care to babies bom alive during an sttempted sbortion.
A living, breathing infant deserves the same rights a5 awy other child regardless of decisions that were made befors binth  Thankfially
the bill pazsed. bt T am stll struggling to comprebend the resson anyhody could vote apainst 3 bill like this,

Every nman being, no matter their political leaning, shonld agree that an infant who is bom alive should receive available medi-
czl care. Opponents have med to porray this 25 an abortion rights issue, saying that this bill addresses a simation of concem only to
a mepther and her doctor. Frankly, I'm shocked that anyone would believe that deciding whether a live baby deserves medical care or
should be left to die is a decision between 3 mother and her doctor.

Let me be very clear here, this bill has little to do with aborton. That is an important but entitely different debate. Once an infant is
alive and breathing in this world, it is no longer up to the mother OF. the doctor to decide if that child deserves to continue living. The
only decision that should be made after birth is how to best provide medical and other appropriate care for that child. Son Warren Danisl

Dhring debate on the bill, opponents of the bill also alleged that there are no documented cases of post-abortion survivers in Momh Warren Daniel @ncleg nat
Caroling Whether that is frue or not is orelevant, There are some practices that are so horrible that we need to make it wery clear where 9]9-715-7823
we stand hefore any child in our state becomes 3 victim_ T will alorays stand on the side of protecting the life of a child before, during
and afrer delivery.

On Toesdey, the hill passed the MOC. Honse of Represenmtives on a party-line vote and has besn sent to Governor Boy Cooper
Hopefully, by the time you read this arecle, the Governor will have signed the bill info Law. Sadly as the Dempcratic Party contimaes to
move even forther laft and embrace a radical agenda, [ fear that will not be the case.

US House of Representatives NC District 11
Mueller Report Concludes: Mo Collusion ]

As many of you know, the Mneller report kas been delivered to the Depariment of Fostice, and we received the promciple conclusions i
from the Special Comnsel The most important conchasion: there was MO collusion between the Tooip camipaizn and Bussia. The fano-
vear long distraction is owver.

This is a victory for many people, but most importantly, it's 3 victory for the Amerncan people. Becase as we've known a1l along, it
was hardworking Americans who elected President Tnamp—anot Bussians.,

In the inferest of fransparency, we can expect Americans will be able to see more details on the report in the coming davs. Attormey
General Bamr is working overtime to make the repont available to the public and T support the President’s decision to do so. Butf transpar-
ency shouldn't stop there. The public deserves to see the nterviews, documents, and vtellizence that “justified™ this imvestgation in the
first place. Let's not stop at the repont—Ilet’s let Americans see the underlying documents. Lat them decide for themselves whether this

mvestEation was warmanted—or whether it was a two-year long episode of political targeting, driven by FEI and DO exerntives who Congressman
wanted to retaliate against a legiimataly elected President Mlark Meadows
Jim Jordan and I also joined Fox and Friends to react to the news of no collision. 202-225-6401
Axios: Meadows vows to belp Lindsey www.meadows house gov

Graham investigate origins of Mueller probe

While the verdict of “no coliusion™ is critsically important, here’s what is also important for Americans to know: it isn't just that there
was no collusion, it's that there never was any evidence of collusion to stam with. As many of vou know, several of my colleagues and I
have been deeply involved in making sure we get to the bottom of how exactly the Mueller probe started. Americans deserve to know the
tath.

Bemember: the Fussian dossier was fake, the FISA system was rampantly abmsed, the ‘intelligence’ nsed by the Deparment of Tustice
and FEI was biased and imacourate, and DOJT and FBI exequtives used leaks and the media to peddle the collusion conspiracy theary all
along.

I'm thrilled we got to the ttuth, but make no mistake: this episode was reprebensible. It was 3 sham investigation with 3 3252 million
price tag on the axpayers. It shonld never happen again

NC House District 118

And Who Says We Don®t Get Muoch Mail?

We have received an sbundance of mail and mmerons e-mails on HBE33 “Second Chance for Life™ and
HE54 “Unbom Child Proection from Dismemberment Abortion Act™.

Bep. Presnell is one of the primary bill sponsors of HE53. This hill directs that physicians who perform
drug-imdured abortions fiomish patients with certam written infirmation abont the possibility of reversing
ihe effects after the first dose of medication is administered. HB 54 prohibits dismemberment abortions.

HE28- Address Direct Support Personne] Staffing Crisis, Sponsors: Dobson, Bell, Pregnel]l snd Ball.
This bill will address the staffing crizis impacting intermadiate care facility gronp homes for individuals
with intellecinal disabilities. This bill is greatly needed to improve the retention rates and hiring rates for

- qualified direct suppont personnel who are the front-fine of care and service delivery.
Rep. Michale D. Presnell There have been mmmerous bills filled and heard in Education — One in particnlar is HB79Y Academic
Michele Presnelljmncleg net  Alignment/Boards of Education and Comrmmity Colleges. this will allow school systems to align thedir
918-733-5732 start date to the local comnwmity college calendar, helping dual-employment high school smdents obtain college credit. This belps our
smdents across the state generate college credit while they re sull in high schoopl.
Bep. Prespell along with the Co-Chairs are continning their work on the Transportation budeet. They are getting close to having
iheir part finalized. In addifion talks are continuing with DALY in tying o resolve the closing of the DAV office m Madison

LT Col. Refired 4lan West and formar
Congressman from Flovida, spake fo our
cawcus. He waz fruly mothvaiteg, a great
Conrtitufionalizt, and ask us to hold onfo
North Caroling and work hard 1o keep it
RED!

Waztern drea Chambers gf Commence Event
- {rood fo be with Michael Ferguzon, Wallace
MeDonald, and Matr Claypell, all with Eversreen
Packaging/Biue Ridge Paper Products
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 47

Om March 25th, TS, District fadge William Osteen struck doam our state’s law barmmng sbortions after 20 weeks, declaring this
law, in place simce 2015, unconstitutional. Om May 25th, sixty days afier the mling, abortions drng any stage of pregnancy will again
be legal in Morth Carplina. We are appealing his decision, which was in response to a lawsuit filed in 2016 by pro-abortion groups —
Planned Parenthood, the Center for Beproductive Rights, and the ACTU. My decision, in response to fudge Osteen’s mling, was to
imirodnce Senste Bill 359 — Bom-Alive Abomion Surnvivors Protection Act. This bill requires a bealth care practitioner to provide the
same care for every living baby in Morth Carolina, even if it was bom alive despite an abortion. In addiion, the bill inchedes the fol-
lowing:
= Fecopnizes that a child bom alive despite an abortion is a lezal person under the laws of Morth Carolina.
= Beqguires health care practifioners to nse the same level of care for children bomn alive during an shortion, as they would for any other
child to preserve the life and health of that child, inciuding ransporting and admitting them to 2 hospital.

* Chargss 3 health cars practitionsr who dees not provide that cars with 8 Class D felony, with a fine of up to £250, 000,
» Bequires health care practitioners or any employee of a hospital, 2 physician's office. or sn sbortion clinic to report 8 health care
Sen Ralph Hise practificner who doss not care for a child bom alive and if they do not, they would be charged with a Class D felony with a fine of up

- o $250,000.
Eﬂ]%immt = Protects the mother by baming her from prosecution for not providing medical care or reporting a lack of medical care for a child
bom alive despite an abortion
= Creates a civil claim for 8 woman whose child was borm glive despite an abortion and the healthcare provider failed to provide care,
and if care was not provided and it was not reported by someone required to report.
= Amends the existing npyarder stanrte to include "an intenfional, overt act performed after the child is bom alve. "

It iz difficnlt wo fathom in my beart and mind the callous disregard for innoecent bumnean life that is present in our culture. I believed
that all members of the Genersl Assembly wonld agree that every newhorn baby, once delivered, would be medically cared for as every
other newbom However, it was with a heavy heart that I Listened to WC Senate Diemocrats in commifiee and on the Soor oppose this
lifie-zaving hill. The bill passed both the Senate and House and was sent to Governor Cooper on April 16t However, Governor Coopsr
vetsad the bill with the following message: “Laws already protect newbom babies and this bill is an unnecessary mterference between
doctors and their patients. This needless legislation would criminalize doctors and other healthoare providers for a practice that simply
does not eerist ™

Unforiunately, there are real instances infants dying following an abortion, overtly or by neglect of care. Jill Stanek. 2 marse who
worked at a Chicago hospital that performed mmduced birth abortions, witmessed an aborted Down syndrome baby, bom alive, who was
thrown in 3 soiled whlity room to die. She said “T could not bear the thought of this suffenmg child dying alone, so I cradled and rocked
him for the 45 minntes that be lived ™ Addigonally, a CDC smdy of infant deaths from 2003-2013 found 143 instances of Hve birth
deaths during abortions.

Itis a sad day in our state when our Governor vetpes 3 bill that clarifies and strengthens the pumishment for not providing care to a
living, bresthing newhorn infant. Apparently, he wants the “right to choose™ to extend even past birth.

As alvrays, please share your thoughts with me on these or other issues related to state govermment by emailing me at ralph hise (@
ncleg.net or calling me at 919-733-3460.
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Penland Kids Camps are Enrolling Now
By Fobbin Dreyver
Mitchell County

Your child can wander info the woods with a puppet
fo inspire InAgmative wridng, make a iradidonal Appa-
Lachism folk mstroment, fold an origsami boat to spark a
tale of magic in the sea, or lesm to bake sweet and savory
pies this summer All of this and more will be kappening
at Penland School of Craft's Kids Camps, Jone 17-Au-
gnst 2. These one- and two-wesk longz, half-day, ant-based summer camps will
give kids azes 3 to 15 an opportunity fo create something magical this sumumer.

Althongh some camps have already filled, there are openings m Dhying to Dhe
with Plants (and Buzs!'), June 17-21; Fabulous Felt and Clay Creations!, Fane
17-28; Appalachisn Folk Arts, Tune 24-28; Fascinating Faces and Far OfF Places,
July 8-12; DIY Screenprinting, July §-12; Insects in Acdon, July 13-19; Playful
Fies, July 15-19; Jump for Joy! Create a Legend! Maskmaking, Fuly 22-28; Fairy
Tale Trail, Foly 28-Angust 2; and Origami Storytelling, July 29-Ansmst 2.

To sigm up for Eids Camp visit www penland orglecal kids-camp'. Space is Hmit-
ed, s0 pet your registration in soon. Faoll scholarships are gvailable. For additiconal
mformation, contact Lisa at comnnmityeducation@peniand org or 828-T635-2350
=1Z18.

A 2018 camper was asked, “What was your favorite thing about camp™ The
answer. “Everything!™

Penland School of Craft is an internationsl center for craft edocation dedicated
o helping people live creative lives. Located in Westem Morth Carolinag, Penland
offers workshops in books and paper, clay, drawing and painting. glass, iron,
metals, printmaking and letterpress, photography, textiles. and wood The school
also sponsors arfists’ residencies, an ouireach program  and & gallery mnd visitors
center. Penland is 8 nonprofit, fax-exempt instinrtion which receives support from
the Morth Caroling Arts Council 2 division of the Deparovent of Matoral & Cuol-
tural Besources, with funding from the Wational Endowment for the Arts. More
mformation at penland o1,

Rodin Drgyer is the communications mangger and siqff chotographer at Penland
School af Cngiis.
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Peace and Forgiveness
Dir. Tracy Jessup

“Whan it waz evening on that day, the first day af the week,
and the doors gf the house whare the dizciples had met waene
Tocked for foar of the Jews, Jesus came and sfood among
them and zaid, ‘Peace be with you. "4fter he said thiz, he
showed them his hands med his side. Then the disciples
rajoicad when they saw the Lord, Jesus said to them again,
‘Peace be with you. A: the Father har sent me, so I end
you '™ -— Tohn 30:19-21

As T write this devotionsl, the world is continning to watch the mages of the
devastating fire at the Nome Dame Cathedral in Paris. At the end of my juntor
year at Gardoer-Webb University, I had the privilege of ravelng to Europe with
ithe University’s Concert Chodr. My two favorte memories from that mp weme
visits to places of worship, namely the Westminster Cathedral and the Notre Dame
Cathedral The massive fire, which enguifed one of the most famons charches in
the world, is a devastating loss. An editorial in The Guardian stated, “Tt feels as
thonzh the very heart of France and the sonl of Europe have been suddenly and
viciously npped out.”™

As ] write this devotionsl, I am reminded that Holy Satordsy comcides with the
2vih anniverzary of the Cohumbine High School shooting in which teno students
shot and killed 12 of their classmates and = teacher Families stadents, teachers,
and first responders not only have had to deal with the devastating loss and emo-
tional tranma from the sheoting, bat also with people who have become consumed
with it ‘On the heels of the 20th anniversary, the FB.L znd law enforcement of-
ficials were searching for 8 woman, infatuated by the Colombine attacks, who was
considered to be ammed and dangerons. The pews prompied lockdowns and the
closure of schools in at least 10 schopl districes.

Today s reading often zets overleoked in the twentieth chapter of Fobn's Gospel.
The first eighteen verses fell the excitmg story of Mary Magdalene discovering
the empty tomb, mooing to ell Simoen Peter and presumably John, as well as her
encountering two angels and evenmally JTesus as she remains at the smpiy fomb.
Later, in that same chapter, Jesns appears to Thomas, dispelling any doubt about
the resurrection by allowing Thomsas to pat his finger in the mark of the nails and
his hand in his sida (3= 27).

But in betwresn these reswrection stories, the disciples are in 2 locked house
confinuing to fear for their lives. The reality of the reswrrection has vet to emetge
with fill conviction among these followers of Christ In the midst of their fear
and uncertainty, the resumected Jesus comes, brmging peace. “Peace be with
you™ If is the familiar Hebrew word of greeting — Shalom. While it does mean
peace, it means nnch more than simply the absence of siress or fear. Embed-
ded in shalpm is the idea of completeness, wholeness, harmmony, and fulfillment.
And this is Jesus® first word to his small band of followers after his resurrection.
George Beasley-Mumray writes, “Thus his ‘Shalom!” on Easter evening is the
complement of his ‘It is finished!” on the cross, for the peace of reconcilistion
and life froon Grod is moy imparted™ (Tobn, Word Biblical Commentsry, p. 3790
Because of the death and resurrection of Tesus Christ, peace io all its fullness is
now 3 realizable blessing
Jesus not cnly brings peace and forgiveness, bat be commissions us to be ambas-
sadors of that same peace and forgivemess. “Ar the Father baz seni me, ~ Jetus
says, s I send you "~ (John 20021).

Prayer: Lord, as we live in the light of the crucified and risen Christ, balp us be
bearers of your peace in a twoubled world
Dr Tracy Jessup zervaes as vice president for Chrisfian Life and Service and
Sanior minister fo the Uiversify. He iz a graduate gf Gandner- Faebd with a B .4
in Muzic and earmed kiz M. D degree af Samford Undversity's Beeson Divinity
School. He complated hiz PR D). af the University gff Nebraska-Lincoln. He alto
feaches in the undergraduaie department of religiows studies and enjoys the op-
parfunity fo serva the local chumch through imferim pastorates, pulpit supply, and
rreaching mevival services. He and hizs wife, Teresa, kave hwo children, Christian
and Anna.
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i]'uth of Convenience
By Alan Griffin

Since 1980 there have been two billion
lezal smd illegal shortions worldwide,
and 97 percent of shortiows are a death
of convenience. Who is the victim? Whao
suffers the most? The baby is dead and
buried, and its spirit has retomed to God.
The mother is the one who has 1o live
with her decision, and the consequences
hawve very far-reaching mmplications. Most
miothers experience depression, severe anxiety issues, and some 70 percent tom
o drugs and aloohol o escape their pain. Their complamts to coumselors inclwds
bomible nizhomares iovolving babies, fear of sexual relationships, and feelings of
being madequare_ All the mopthers reported it was the most bomible experience m
their life and they wish they would have looked at other options more seripusly.
There is a website called hopeafteraborfion com where you can read the stories of
mothers and their experiences. and pet halp.

TWhere is the man in all of thisT In most cases nowhers to be found. This is wiy
it is o mnportant fo plan your life m advance. Set a schedule of geals msach a
way that when von have accomplished one zoal you have your next goal already
in froar of yoo Fost lefting things happen may sound romantic m the storyvbooks,
bt in reality it can be 3 lifelong nightmare We want to believe what someone is
telling us is the tuth, and we don’t want to shy sway fiom a possible future with
someone we care about, but we have to create standards for those we love so that
if they really care about us they will provide us with 3 secure firnme.

The most valnable thing we own is our secuality, andor our virginity. 5o we
hawe a progression of events that develops info & romance that will Last a life-
e, A mam will tell you snything necessary to have sex with you. One of my
goddsuphters told me one tme, “T knew what he was telling me was 2 lie, ot I
wanted to believe it so much I had sex with him ™ She had sex three times and he-
came presnant. [ rememnher the day she called me and told me she had scheduled
an appointment to have an sbortion. It was Fune 24, 2015, and the appointment
was fhe same day I was to have heart surgery. I texted her over and ower agzin and
she would not respond so it was 3 remendons beartfelt experience o g0 o nar-
zery oot knowing the outcome of that little boy. It was teo davs affer ooy surgery
when she texted me and told me she decided to keep him I am bere to tell yoa
today that e is one of the most wonderfol kids I have ever had the opportunity to
hang ont with He just nuned dree, and be has a simdle on him that is sheolutely
infertious. He wears a litile red haseball hat af zn angle on his hesd jost like the
old timers wore theirs and be iz a joy to be around

A progrecsion of events is where we set moral standards to followr o we can

awoid the pitfalls of life. We s=ak
ot companionship fthronzh groups
at church We socialize and imteract
with others so we can find someone
we have things in common with,
bt sex is not bow we develop a
relanonship. Before we oot the
most precions thing in our life we
need security. It begins with fmoe
lowe where we grow to know each
other’s personality in confidence.
Marpiame is very important becansa
it requires a commitment to each
other Tt also comanits the families
so they can become imvolved, and
then we nead to involve our pastor
so we can 2o through mamiags
coumseling. This way you have an
understanding of how vour rels-
tionzhip is going to work. Sexis a
very biz step in life because it will
imvolve all the people above plos
the posszibility of a little bumdle of
Jov. This is why we develop our life
throngh a progression of plamed
events. If is very important that we
keep the order in perspective.

If you have suffered loss I want
youn to Enow you have someone
YOI C230 20 o in praver that has
suffered in every aspect of humodl-
ity that mankind can thyow at him,
When you are sad. He is sad, when
you cry, He cries, and when yon are
consumed with despair, He is there
beszide yon He paid the price for
our mistakes o that there is nothing
on earth or in heaven that can pre-
vent us from being forgiven. I don’t care what anyone has done in their past, when
they tum to Jesus Christ it is all put behind them . The sacrfice that Jesus paid for
ns covers our sins like a blanket 5o when we stand before God the Father we are
sinbess in every way just as Jesus is simless. We doa't have to snffer mentally amy-
more. We don't have to camy the blame becanse He camies it for us. We can move
on with our lives and this fme @y to get things nght.

It is pormal to grieve a lost child regardless of the consequences. It tears a hole

in our heart that fime may not ever be shle to repair. It creates an emphiness nsida
of ns that causes a lot of pam. I can only express to vou my own personal experi-
ences, and when I sumendered ooy life to Christ the Hely Spirit of God came into
ooy mind and filled the void of my despair IHd it happen overmight? Mo, Itis 3
daily walk throuagh life where we grow in confidence in our Savior Through Bible
stady and prayer we are led throngh the valley of the shadow of death until we
clindky to the mountaintop where the Son shines mito our life with love, hope, and
forgiveness. God has forgiven us so we are able to forgive ourselves.

Dipar Heavenly Father,

I accept Jesus Chnist a5 my sin-bearer sand I rost GFod o forgive my sin be-
canse Jesus Christ died in my place; I accept Him as my nisen Savior who ever
lives to make intercession for me; and I oust Him to keep me from day to day. 1
accept Him as my Lord and Eimg fo whom I surrender the absolate control of ooy
thonghts and moy life. In Jesus Christ’s name I pray. Amen

I am here if you need to talk. Yon can reach me at aland@kidsnchmst com.

Prayer by B A. Tomey

Alan Griffin started the Edmmchrizt mmisiries m Novembar 1097 He has worked
with tner city kds for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Hiblical litera-
fure that would reach peaple gf all ages and has been writing simce 2005, The
minizary has expanded thetr websiter fo reach around the world, Eidoechrizt com,
millewriglchriztian com, teensmchrist.com, Senlorsnchrlst. com, Picfure-Verse com,
and souhvarks-smallgroups.com. W had an ontreach gfover 13,000,000 people
Tzt year with 36,000, 000 imprezsions. [ vou bave any quesiions for dlan you can
reach kit at alan@kdonchrist.com

Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

www. bremews. com
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The Oﬁchaﬁlﬂhhapasa

The Opening of the
Orchard at Altapass

By Eate Groff
Adfitchell Couniy

The Orchard at Altapass opens Mayv 3 and invites you
to take a joummey back to simpler times and discover what
makes the red bam oo the Blue Fidge Parkway, mile marker
3283, a destmanon. You stan with the live radidonal
mountain music that is hard to beat. Fick up your heels
znd take to the dance foor. Can’t dance? Mo problem. Along with the nnsic, free
dance lessons ars offered every weekend. Tump on & hayride and listen to tales of
the Fevohitionary War Cvermountain Bden as they trekked throngh the Crchard.
Walk all or part of the ower six miles of frails; bird watch from the deck; observe
Monarch butterfly srowth. (Pick up soone milkweed seeds—a Monarch favorite.)
Enjoy a lnoger or veggie wrap from the Apple Core Grill opening in fune. Then
iy some lip-smacking homemade fodze or caramel-drizzled spples for dessert.
Take a twirl around the General Store, with a surprise on every shelf—from jams
and jellies to homey and symp, gauwes o toys to books, clothing and accessories
10 accessorizing your pet And from start to finish, don't forget the views thar
breathtakingly surround the Orchard, and apples, apples, apples beginning late
Tune. Pick vour oam (poles provided) or buy at the store. Heirlpomes i 2]l colors
and varieties.

This year, in addidon to 2l the fres mnsic during the week, the Orchard will
hast four evening performances begimning in June with Terry Hanomond®s Tribate
to Johnoy Cash and including a special Gospel and Bluegrass concert in August.
Add to that, two heritage plays, and picmics on Memorial, Independence, and
Labor Days with all day food and entertainment. And mark your calendars for the
falmlous finry fachion show, Dhoes on the Bummay, oo August 17.

Events confimue on Super Satardays with fim experiences for children that
begin after schools 1et out for sommer; collaborative school programs; once a
stu:’_ﬂa]l&rs dance demonsmations/lessons. The list of happenings sesims endless,

“This year’s Orchard’s season is going to be spectacnlar, brinsing compmmmi-
fies together with live traditional mnsic and dancing, picwics, plays, history and
havrides ™ =aid Diomma Stafford the Orchard’s execntive director “Something for
everyone—'kids’ of all ages ™

2019 marks the 25th anniversary of the Orchard. For the past quarter century,
Altapass Orchard's co-

foumder, Bill Carson
with his wife, Tody,
hewve focused on Sane-
ing the Good Stoff—
preserving the area’s
history and colure
throwgh entertain-
inz and edncational
activites for all The
Onchard kas growm
with the apple trees—
ripening and yielding
mare and more good-
pess. We fnvite you
o come celebrata the
2019 anniversary with
Bill, who is smll out

The Altspass Crchard is open in May, Fnday-Sunday and June through Octo-
bear, Wednesday-Sundsy. from 10 to 5. Spend the day. There's not a rotten apple
in the bunch. Come prepared to enjoy the people, nmsic, art, and nanural beauty
of the Blue Fidge mountsins in Worth Caroling Call E28-765-9531 or visit wwmw.
altapassorchard arg.

People friendly. Pet friendly. Easy to gef to, hard 1o leave.

Eate Groff iz the Prograws Coordingtor for the Toe River Aris Council.

When Service 4

Service i EEM!&
* W %

828-765-9678~- 828-688-3745

Blitchiell Co, Farm Burcau

ncfbins.com
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Christian Action League of NC

m page 3
arpment devoid of any scientific verifications.

The armuments for privatzation are largely rhetorical, with Lintde to no basis m
fact. Such contentions are espoused by the mminformed  those who bold Hbertine
philosophies, or those with vested interests in the alcohol industry. Make no mis-
tzke, when proponents of privatization call for modemization, they mean liberal-
izing our laars — removing safeguards at the expensa of socizl welfars.

Fead Felated Article: Privanzation of Liguor Sales: What M.C. Would Lose by
Shurting Doemn ABC

Shadows are amassing over the Tar Heel state. The demons conspire while we
are distracted and not paying attention, and when we fTust polificians fo guard the
best interests of their constiments. But we cannot afford to forget that evil forces
are constantly working As Pearl 5. Buck warned, "It is when pood people [pood
citizens] in any couniry cease their vigilance and stmgzle that evil men prevail "

Yes, pro-life bills are very important. Relirions liberry measures are crifical as
well as other legislative concems that bear heavily on the evangelical conscience.

Bt alrohol issues matter too!

It is not hyperbole to azsert that an alcobol policy has within it the poaer of life
or death_ happiness or hopelessness, health or hell

Mo one here iz calling for Prohibition. Monetheless, pastors, churches, and other
Christian groups shoald call for the preservation snd promotion of the best alco-
hal policies — those that sufficiently fimetion to protect public health and safety.
And without exception, concemed Christians in Morth Caroling should act now by
confacting their state lawmsakers in opposition to the bills previoushy sited.

To do anything less is not Christian and is 3 derelicion of Christan duty and
citizenship. To do anything less and without zeal is to leave others, our neizhbors
1o whonn we are called to love as ourselves, to be canght in the storm.

Call to Action:

First, pray. The first and most important action to take is to pray. In Tsaiah
43:22. the Lord charged his people with 2 glarme omizsion, saying, "1 how hast
not called wpon me. O Joced. " Hoar unthinkable to boast of being God's people,
the Church and then wre don't pray abount matters. A1l the evangelisn all the
Christian activism, in the world cannot move anything unless God decides to
move npon the droumstances. Please pray that God will move upon our state's
lawmakers to resist and voie down these awiful alcohol policies that will wngues-
tionably injure so many. Pray.

Second, share. Share this editorial and its "Call o Action” with your friends,
your pastor, and church. Share it with anyone else you think might be sympathatic
with its stated concerns. Post it on yvour Facebook page. (Tis link is owmently on
the homepage of the Christan Action Leapue's website ) Forarard it to the people
on vour email list. Sometimes citizen Christians don't respond becawse they don't
know. Share.

Third, contact. Comtact vour state Fepresentative. preferably by emasil and
phons to kindly express your diszatisfaction with these tano bills:

HE 536 — ABC Omnibns Fegulsiory Feform.

HE 071-Modern Licensure Model for Alcohol Control,

If you don't know who represents you in the Morth Carelina House, go to this
link on the MOGA website: bittps-/wmmncleg. zov/BnPUFepresentation

Then, do the following:

1. Click on "WC House” in the lef margin.

2. Enter your residence address in the box in the mght margin

3. Look back at where von first clicked on "MNC Honse®™ in the left marzin again
znd you should see your House Dismict sited and vour State Pepresentative’s
name listed beside it.

4. Click on the name of your stats Pepresentative. It should provide you with his
or her contact mformation

5. Sawe this information to your computer so it will be easily accessible for fufure
reference.

&. Coafact your state Fepresentative and wrge him or ber to vote agzinst HE 536
znd HBE 971.

Conftact.

This mizht take vou a few mimites. But think of all that Christ did to save yon.
Certainky, vou can give a litile of your fime and effort to bring redemption to oth-
BT5.

Diom't be cymicsl. This kind of action really can make 3 difference.

Stay tuned. We'll keep you infommed, not enly about these alcohol measurss,
bt also seversl important pro-lifis bills too.

Roverend Dr. Mark Creech is Execunive Director of the NC
Chriztian Action League. Tou may contact him af rev.mark-
creechi@chrisianacionleague org or 910-787-0604
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Dave Says

Questions
By Diave Famsey

Diear Diave,

I"ve eard you tell pecpls to avoid dsbt consolidation
companies. Why do yon think debt consolidstion is such a
bad thing? Tom

Draar Tom,
The main reason is that debt consolidation makes you
feel like you did something to really change your financial

world when yon didn't. That's part of the cafch. Believe it or not, I hear people
all the time say things like, “T took out 2 loan, and paid off all my debd!™ Mo, you

didn't. All you did was move your debt around. Ir's stll there!

In cases like this, the bigzest issne remains because you didn’t do anything to
sddress the real problems—iyron and your behavior. When vou have debt, the mam-
ber of payments yon have left isn’t the problem. The problem isn't inferest rates,
either The problem is the person yon leok at in the mirror every day.

Until yon get mad enough abowt your financial siwation and the real reasons for
it—umtil you fix yon and your behavior—you 'l never make any progress towarnd

winning with money!—Dave

Drear Dave,

Ay busband and I are following youor plan, and we're in the
middle of saving up our emergency fimd. When do you recom-
mend aving a new car in the process? Do we have fo wait
mmniil we ve finished all the Baby Steps? Alanns

Disar Alarma,

I mever advise buying a brand new car, unless you have a net
worth of af least §1 milliom. At that point, you've got enough
azsefs that you won't gef rocked by the ndiculous depreciation
that comes with buying a new vehicle

Wow, you don't have to dove a beater until you pay off
your bouse or aoything like that. I advise people to drive the
numinmm they can in terms of & car nndl they complete my
first three steps. Baby Step 1 is a beginner emerrency fund
of 51,000, Baby Step 2 is paying off all debt except for your
home Baby Step 3 is folly fimding your emergency fond with
three to st months of expenzes.

After yon've accomplished these first dhree steps then yon
can mowe up to 3 nicer car Motice that T dide’t say move up
o 3 mew car [ want you to save up cash, and zet a really nica
nsed car. That's what the typical millionaire does, snd T want
you to model your financial behavior after people who are in
the position you want o be in some day'—Dave

Drear Diave,

I opened a credit card accoumt with a boyinend several
months apo in both of our names. We're no longer dating, and
I wras wondering if T can et my name off the account
Melody

Diear Melody,

Yes, you can. Call the cradit card company right now, and
tell them to take your name off the account immediataly.

Find out if there's 3 balance on the card. If there is and it was
charzed up while your name was on the account, you'll stll be
liakle for that amoumt. They won't release you from responsi-

bility for those purchases, bat yon can get off the book for any
futare charges.

Then, send them a certified letter—retm receipt request-
ed—stating that yon are no longer lishle for addittonal charges
on the card going forward. It wouldn't be a bad idea to call
them azain i a fewr days to make sure they pot the letter. too.
You're learnimg & hard lezson here, Melody. You should never
open any kind of joint acoount with someone when you're mot
mamied And stop wsing credit cards!'—Dave

Dinee Ramzey iz CEQ of Ramsgy Solutions. He har authored
seven best-selling books, including The Tofal Mongy Moks-
over: The Dave Ramsay Show is heard By more than 14 mil-
lipn listeners each week on 600 radio stamons and multiple
digital plajforms. Follow Dave on the web af doveramsay.com
and on Twitter at (@ DaveRamse).

Freedom Life Enterprises:

* Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

* Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifls,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » B28-559-2700

Ui@[ﬁ )

[HINGS

§ﬂ!.¥ﬁ |@ EVENT

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROMI SAVE BlGI

BUCHANAN & YOUNG
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Crossword

1 When he prophesies, his own
parents will _ him (Zech 13:3)
5fromthe  of Egyptfo the
Euphrates Fiver (2 Emgzs 24:7)
Swho _ tobe Jews though thev
are not (Rev 3:9)

14 be 1n 1est and at , and
none shall make lom afraid (Jer
46:27

15 The God of peace be with vou
all  (Fom 15:33)

16 before me was 2 man riding a
red  (Zech 1:8)

17 the woman saw that the fout
of the _ was good for food
(en 3:6)

18 all owr nnghteous acts are like
flthy  (I=a 64:8)

19 there before mewas
horse (1.4) (Bev 6:8)

20 Flee, save vour lives, and be
like the i the wildemess.(

_'_.,.

Jor 48:8) KTV

22 of gold five thousand talents
and ten thousand {1 Chren
W-TVETV

24 the chief priests had __ with
the elders and davized a plan
iMatt 28:12)

25 0ld Testament liqguid measure-
ment (Lav 14:10)

26 The last that shall be
destroved 15 death {1 Cor 13:26)
28 Then _ Heber's wife tock 2
nail of the tent (Judges 4:21)

30 The LOFD will fight for

vouw; you ____ onky to be stll (Ex
14:143

31 I charge you under by the
living God (Matt 26:63)

35 dizcrples fellowed in the boat,
towing the _ full of fish {JTohn
21:8)

36 twenty-five shekels _ fifteen
shekals aqual one mina (Ezek
4512

38 many people came fo lum
from Tudea, Jeruzalem,
(Aark 3:8)

40 In the thord vear of ___ kmg of
Tudah (IKmg 15:33)

41 z verv long period of time

42 Azcribe to the LOED the glory
__ his name (Ps 29:2)

43 the two sons of ___, Hoplm
and Phunehasz, the priests {1 Sam
1:33

4 chisf man of the . whoszs
name was Publins {Acts 28:T)

46 honey fomthe 15 sweet
to your taste. (Prov 24:13)

47 God saw ____ that he had
made, and it was very good (Gen
1:31)

43 a feast of fat things, a feast of
wines onthe (Tsaiah 25:6)
49 the wind will pick them up,
and 2 wall blow them awaw
(Isa 41:16)

51 O sheep will increasze by
thousands, by of thousands
Pz 144:13)

53 ] commend unto vou __ our

s1ster {Fom 16:1)

55 woman having an alzbaster  of
very precious oimtment (Matt 26:7)
KTV

56 Be wize m the way you ___ ftoward
outsiders (Col 4:50

59 You are bringing some strangs
to our ears {Acts 17:20)

6l faman astone, it will rell
back on him (Prowv 26:27)

63 Ofhow much _ pumsshment,
suppose yve (Heb 10:29) KTV

&7 a Lavite whoe lived m aremots
i the lull county of Eplramm (Judg
18:13

69 0 Sovereizn LOED, well with
me for vour name’s sake (Ps 109:21)
70 What can we say? How canwe
our mnocenca’ ((en 44:18)

71 a follower of the Way, which they
call z __ (Acts 24:14)

72 od has granted even the Gentiles

repentance Life (Acts 11:1E)
73 and they fig leawes fogather
(en 3:7)

74 whoze rider 15 called Farthful and
_ (Bevl1®ll)

751 et me have some of that red
I'm fammizhed (Gen 25:30)

DOWT

1Therd sem of Adam (Gen 4:23)

2 the desal threw him down, and
him (Luke 242} KTV

3 was what locked like _ of
glass, clear as crystal (1,3) (Rev 4:6)
4the  after his kind, and the zrass-
bopper (Lev 112 KTV

5 a time of , and a time of peace
(Eccles 3:8)
6As _  manwho casteth fire-

brands (1,3) (Prov 26:18) KTV

7 shall the shadow go forth ten . or
go back ten (2 Kings 20:97 KTV
ESohepretended ftobe _ mthen
presence {1 Sam 21:13)

% between us and vou a great _ has
been fixed (Luke 16:26)

10 LOED Almiughty, will __ off the
boughs with great power (Tsa 10:33)
11 Bang me a heifer, a goatand

_(13) (Genl159)
12 wasmmthe _ that 15 called Patmos
(Rev 1-9)

13 caughi up together with them m the
clonds to _ the Lord {1 Thess 4:17)
21 Hehath_ his servant Isvael m

remembrance of his (Luke 1:54) KTV

23 casts spells, orwho iz a or
sprrrtist (Deut 18:11)
27 Therafors Twill praizs among

the nations, O LORD (Ps 1849}
28 father of David (Futh 4:17)

MW wespendour vearsas
is told (1.4) (Ps 20:90 KTV

30 father of Joslma (MMozes" aida)
(Jash 1:17

32the sword motof _  man
shall devour him (1,4} (Tsaiah 31:8)
33 mives honast testimeny, but a false
witmess _ lies (Prow 12:17)

34 the LORD sent thnmder and
and hghtmng flazhed down (Exod
9:23)

35 UnlessIseathe marks mbhs
hands and put (JTohn 20:25)

37 thev ___ an accuzation azainst the
people of Judah (Ezra 4:6)

that
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3% borrower as for lender, for
as for creditor (Tsa 24:2)

42 Eventhe  m the field dezerts

her newbom fawn (Jer 14:5)
45 the sucking child shall play on

the hole ofthe __ (Isa 11:8) KTV

46 thime age shallbe _ than the
noonday; thow shalt shine (Tob
11T ETV

S0AndIsaw __ commg out
of the zea (1,5} (Bev 13:1)

52 sacond book of the 0ld Tasta-
ment

54 They counselors to work
agamst them and Sustrate ther
{Ezra 4:3)

36 the poison of 15 under their
Lips (Fom 3:13) KTV

57 Balaam for reward, and per-
ished in the gainsayving of
(Tuda 111 KTV

58 he did the things that were com-
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mwanded him? I not (Luke 17:9)
KV

60 left for Famsah and went to the
great cisterm at (1 Sam 19:22)
62 [ have neither __ onusury, nor
mwien have lent to me (Jer 15:10)

63 vain for vou to rise up early, o sit
up___ (Ps127:3)

64 The LOED 15 to anger,
aboundmz m love (TNum 14:18)

66 But as the serpent beguled
through his subtlty {2 Cor 11:3)

68 Char forefathers  the manma

the desert {JTohn 6:31)

Solution on page 14
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The Love and Sacrifice of Two Mom's
Bw Pastor Steve Willtarns
Mirchell County

Let me share with wow sbout a mother’s lova. T heard
thiis story many years ago at a pastor conference n Winston
Salem MC by Pastor Mark Corrs. There was a mother, ona
mme, who always wore gloves and long slesves. Ar 2 voung
age ber danzhter pever thought soything about it It was just
natural 1o see her mother wearing gloves and loog sleves. But as she grew older
she became embarrassed to go out with her mother becanse she was different. It
came time for her to graduare om school and she went o ber mother apd vold her
she didw't want ber to wear those gloves o her sraduztion because they lookad
silly and that it would embarrazs ber if she did. The mother went sway very upset
with what she had been told Well, the farher had overbeard their discussion and
askad har to come and st doam with how Becanss he wanted to talk with her He
szid "honey the reason your mother wears gloves and long slesves s becanse
whan you were a little baby our old bowse canghi on fire and vou wers apstairs
zcleep, and oo ome was there but your mother Your mother ran upstams 1o get you
apd bong vou down, but by the tme she started back down the stairs with vou
the house was engalfed with flames becauss it was 30 old. She wrapped a blanket
around you and down the stairs she ran. When ske got our of the bouwse a neigkbor
was there and took vou, becanse yvour meother s arms & hands were uomed emibly
bad. They took ker to the hospital and did all they conld do to help ber, baz iv sall
left ber anms & hands looking very bad. She pever told vou this becanse she Loves
vou very wuch and did not want yon 1o feel bad sbowt 10" She want fo ber mother
and told her how somry she was for whar she had said and the wav she had acted.
Gradustioa day came and there sat her mom and dad aod when they called out
her name she walked across the stage and raceivad ber diplama wearing a patr
of gloves. Displaying ber love and bonor o ber moin whe sacrificially gave of
herself to sava har lifs.

Lam also thankful for moy wife, Beverly, and the mary szcrifices she has made
a5 a meother to our children, and also being the best pastor’s wife thst a pastor
could ever kave. Whea [ received mry call fon God to be a pastor, oy wife was
willinz and ready to take oo the k. WNow it took on & lot of different things for
ber, like moving away from ber familv and hometown, where she had lived all of
ber life and leaving belind frispds apd things thar wera s0 very familiar to her,
Zhe also was faced with sizing down from a 4 bedroom hounse fo 3 2 bedroomn sin-
zle wide oailer at Fnutlapd Collage in Hepdersonville, MC while Twas in collage.
We laft belund 2 dzwglbter who was 3 sspdor in Piedmant High School in Monroe
NC. Im the years to coms bar parents bacame zick and ever died and it made it
very hard for her o be there with them the way she wanted o be. I kave sesn
her do without so mach, so that har children could kave things they wanred. She
hazs also expertenced many heart breaking things in her life: her first husband and
brother were killed in a oactor mailer accident when she was only 20 years old
and she was left with 2 stoall baby, Then with our children she has seen DhHvonce,
Diug Addicton, Febab's and even Prizon come foto thedr lives, and then our soa
startng his life over o Washyville, Tean Thew oo top of all of thar, e being a
pastor and having to be gone so muach of the tme thronzh 3 log of thess things, I
Emow it even made it harder for her Bart she has hang on o the hand of God and
rernained faithful trongh it all Thank vou God for my Godly wife

Word: of Wisdem

» T be a good father sand mother requires that the parents defer many of their oan
needs and dasires in faver of the neads of their children, As a consequance of this
sacrifice, conscientions parents develop a nobility of character and leamm to pat
into practice the selfiess muths tanght by the Savior Himself  James E. Faust

= I stand kers today - o the shadow of my pareass' and srandparens’ acoomplish-
mients - because of their willinenass to sacrifice and look to oy fumre. VA

Thing: I have learned about buving
my wife on AMother's Day:

< s el Care For All Ages!
* Dhom't by Jewelry: The jewelry vour
wifs wants, you can't afford, and the
Jewelny vou can afford she doesn't want.
= Dron™t by clothing that imvalves size.
You have 2 one o 700 chance of get-
nng it right

= Dion't buy anythang with 2 plag in, that
iz a MO, MO

= Maver my a z=r of scales,

Extended Hours
At All Three
Offices!

Something To MMalze You Smile:

I heard abount a litle bay simns on
his front steps with his face cradlad in
hig hands, looking so sad. His dad cams
homie just then & asked him what was
wrong. The litla boy looked vup & =sxid,
"Well, just beroeen us, Dad, I'm baving
moukle gemung along with vour wife,
too!”

Bakersville
688-2104

Steve Williams is the Pazior gf Barry
Chapeil Baptist Chunch in Smruce Ping.

- Why We Should Simply Show Up

MOWUNTAIN COMMUNITY HEALTH PARTHNERSHIFP

By Pastor Dennds Love
MeDowall County

Cralatians &:2

Tha Bible =yvs in Galatizns §:2; “Bear yo one anothar s bure-
aans, and so fufill the law of Chrise. ™ I want to continne to |
share with you spane things we can say and do whan we are
reaching out to others wha are zoing through 2 mms of grisf

I tunk if we wantad to zail down what we should do to really munister to 8
Erieving person we conld sum it up o two words-—--5E0W UR™ Wow this re-
ally soumds simeple, but the reality s we doa't follow ap with it very well, Soms
of the reasons are as fellows:

(1) We offzred to halp, we even told them to call us is they needed anything, bar
they haven't called, so we stav home,

(21 We figure they have closer friends who are taking care of them and they prob-
zhly wouldn's want us arcumd since we are not fanuly, so we stay home

(3] We figure they want their privacy, so we stay home.

(4 We're afraid we might say or do something wrons, o we stay home.

Lat’s look at these reasons and then we will look ar some really grast ways of
juast showing vp. Look armacker ope. What grneving people remember 1mnors
thap apything else is thoss who show up and those who do oot show up! Hare's
3 few ideas that zrieving people shared how theor friends showed up in incredible
WAV

Ce of David's fallow school board members owned 2 carwash. He wazhed
and vacmmed oy famudly’s cars to use o the funeral possession.

I had 2 fiend who dropped off ber kids with 2 babysimer each Tussday mormms
znd then came over 1o oy house just 1o be tere 1o belp mee in any way I neaded.
She helped me cook, paint the rim around oy honse, and mawy other things. But
most importanty, she was there to love and care for me She did this for months
znd months after our daughter passed

Things yvou can do for the person who is grieving once vou show ap:

Help pack (if ir's an out of town fumeral), Wash and vaownm the car
Watch the dog, Clean tha bouse, Offer to make calls, Mow or rake the lawn
Wash and press clothes, Take their kids out, Stock the freezer, Bring grocenss

Look atpuanbser tawo. It mezns a great deal to those who are greving for people
who are MOT so close to them o simply show up snd enter into their grnef with
them. Here's what a sneving person sz2id; A -woman ] kad pever met broaghs
us dinper when she heard at chuorch abowt our zrief. And while she stood in my
kitchen, ske cried. Mo ope else Som charch who knew us bad grieved so well
with ma.

Lok at muunber three. Here's what grieving peaple wish others would vwmder-
stand. They wish peopls would understand that grief is incredibly lanely. (Ga-
latizws 6:2% Jast keap chowing up in varions ways and the srisving person will
naver forgetin

Lok at puanbser four. Anymms you are inferacting with peopla, you are at sk
of saying or doing sommething wrong, But the reward is worth the msk. Don't et
fear keep vou from entering into their prief. 5o, there's really no excuse or reason
for ws not showing up!

D Danniz Love is the Senior Pastor ar Glenwoad Bapist Church i Marion, NC.
He and bz wife Fiekd have been married for aimest 39 years and thay have baen
i Marion for almost J vears. They have e zons aud ifres grandciiladren.

For I know the thoughts that I think teward you, saith the LORD,

theughts of peace, and not af evil, fo give vou an expected end.
Jeremah 29:11

Celo
675-4116

Spruce Pine
766-7778

warw brcnews com
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:5‘HII Cruisin’ Workshop
By Carol Layton

MWorth Carelina Bapist Aging Minisoy (MCBAM)
has a new workshop that helps older adults remain
safe drivers while aging. The 54ll Craisin® workshop
also shares information about new 1D requirements in
Horth Carplina. WCBAM regional directors across the
state are are svailable to present the workshop st youor
church, semior center, conference or retreat.

The 54ll Croisin” workshop covers the advantages of a driver's assessment,
when to seek a drver's assessment, assistive equipment available for drovers and
passengers, and practice questions to prepare for doving tests. The history and
purposes of the new BEAL ID and how to olbtain the gold star oo your Hicense will
also be covered.

MNCBAM offers more than 40 workshops that cover issues relevant to oldsr
adults. Call 377_506.2225 for more information or to be put m tonch with the
WCBAM regional divector in your srea

MCBAM'S PRIORITY #7: PREVENTION

* CRUISIN

Remaining a safe
and Informed driver

.-'."- -'-..--‘.-

Caraf Layton is the Directfor qf Communications and Admimiztration for NCBAM

af Baptist Children's Homes of Nowth Caraling
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SPRUCE PINE
TIRE SERVICE
828.765.2186

Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
HOURS: TAM-5PM - MON-FRI

Feathers And Petals

Reminders f God's Care
By Een and Jan Meraop
Avery Cowrnty

Fluttering wings call my attention to the actv-
ity =t our bird fesder Papa and Mama birds are
eagerly preparimg for their offsprmg.

The beanty of the cardinals, bhae jays, doves,
red-winged black birds, red-headad
and even some finches brings delight and Life to
our backyard They are examples of industriowsness without a wormy or care.

Dio yon think they know the verse in Matthew 6: 26, WETV that uses them as an
example for us not to womy T

"Look ar the nds of the oir; for they narifher sow nor redp Ror gather into
arns; vet your hemeenly Father foeds them. ™

Trusting their God-piven instincts, they take care of the moment not worrying
sbout provision for the next sesson of baby birds.
new shoots of preen grass take over winder s dry browms. I'm abways eager to
watch the Howers’ springtime fashion show.

Bright daffodils_ tulips, lilies, roses and more warieties than can be mentiomed
vie for our attention as they display colors, textures and scents that dazzle
There’s no sourrying arcund wondering how they may be more fashionable than
ihe year before.

Dio you think they know the verse in Matthew 6: 28 that highlight them as a
madel of honble, imconcermed beanty?

"Consider the liltes of the field, how they grow: they neither toil ner spin; and
yar I say fo you that even Solomon in all hiz glory was not arrdyed ke one gf
rhesa. ™

Thst's quite 3 comparison considerning the rches and adomments at Solomon’s
fingertips. He could choose amy robe, crown, sandals, jewrals -~ yon name if ~
to wow anyone. Yet, Jesus chose to compare him to the simples perfaction of a
flerarer of the field.

Flowers bring beauty and color mte our world just by being.

Ah! Maybe that's the secret. They know how to “be;” whils we seem to alwrays
be doinz. . mshing here snd there and tTving to please everyone.

Perhaps it's time for us to embrace the rest of those verses (31a, 32b, and 33).

"Thergfore, do mot worry, saying Whar shall we ear? or "What shall we drink? "
ar "What shall wa wear? ' For your beavenly Father Enows that you need all
rhese thingz. Bur zeek first the kmgdom of God and His righteousness, and ail
rhese thingz shall be added fo you.”

Dipes that mesn not o be responsible” Of conrse not. But it does mean fo

exchampe worry for frst.
Be like feathers and petals. Trust in God's care. Selsh

BURSTING FOERTH

Spring has sprung!

Bursing forch in gloriowy Mooms and
runcinating the landscape with color and texiure,
lijfe iy mwakened
The springame of the sonl is nor anlike it
Faith and hope no longer slesp, emerging vibrant, alive!

Awalre my soul! T will prafse pou, O Lord__.
For great ix yonr love ™
fa, Ja, 10a

Pralm 57

Ean and Jan love residing i the mountming gfdvery Cormdye  Fizit Jan's new blog
il prseandcansidermel, Journgying with Jan; and Ken's photos af kermneroppho-
fography.com. benmeropphofosrapmin: com is currently gff-line.  But Kam's photos
can st be seen ar bev-merop. poodls. oo

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

warw brenews.com
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NCBaptists
What Does An Ordinary
Disciple Of Jesus Do?
By Zac Lyons

Recently, I've wrestled with a rather simple, though
crtically important, question for believers. What is the
primary task of an ordinary disciple of Jesus?

We remember where we used to be before Christ, in
His mercy, sought us out, rescued us and transferred us
from the kmpdom of darkness into His plorious king-
dom of light. Althouagh why does Jesus leave us here as
sojourners in the world, rather than immediately taking us to be with Him on the
day of our salvation? Simply pur, He has work for os to do.

Drd Jesus save us by the power of the zospel from our own sin and rebellion?
Yes. Did he save us unto the Father? Yes. Did he save us into His comanmnity
of faith — the church? Yes. Although, none of thess rezsons for salvation lend
themselves to be the purpose for which He leaves us here in the world. Jesus also
saved us to see His glory extended to all namons. This is the work He has for us fo
dao, the very work He is doing, to see many from every naton people, mibe and
rongie represented around His throne. The two critical components of this work
are when ordinary disciples of Jesus glorify God by loving our neighbors and by
Neighbor-love to the glory of God

A teacher of the Law once asked Jesus what He considered to be the preatest
commandment. Tesas answered Him saying that the greatest commandment was
wholehearted love of God and sacrificial love for others (Matt 22:34-40%. In His
response, Jesus established the foumdatonal postare of love that His disciples
omist have toward God and others. The primmary motive for all we do nwast always
be love — love of God and love for others.

He calls us to love people penninely and sacnficially, engaging with them so
as to wheolly care for them (physically, mentally, emotonally and spirimally).
Heighbor-love must pever be 3 means to an end but as a particular end by itself
Ultnnately, our neighbor-love is incomplete if we provide meaningfiol care to
people but never proclaim the gospel to those who will die snd spend an etemity
in hell.

Ordinary dizsciples of Jesus glorify God by loving our neighbors and making
disciples.

Dizciple-making to the glory of God

Jesus not only calls us to love God and others, bt to parsue in love those who
are far off and in need of being reconciled to Him through the gospel. In the same
way He was sent by the Father to seek and save the lost, He sent His disciples to
share the gospel and make disciples throughout the whole world

Every disciple is sent by Christ to enter into the lves of lost people whearever
they may be found. to evangelize and disciple them in conumumity with other
believers to love (God, love others and make more disciples.

Since this missional work of disciple-making involves the spirimal transfer of
a2 person fromm the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light amy such endpar-
ars must be initiated and m:stamdmt’asungandpnjrer To avoid disingemaous
relationships with I
lost people, we must
share the story of
our own Tedemption
throngzh the love of
Christ in the gospel.
While a conversation !_
with an unbeliever '
shout the pospel
does not necessi-
fate a longstanding
relatiomship, it pmst
be predicated by a
loving enconnter
When we enter into
the lives of lost people and swthentcally communicate the gospel with them we
cannof stop there. What if they express an inferest in knowing more? What if they
want fo repent and place their faith in Christ” When a person wants to know more
or give their life to Tesus, we must disciple them m the love of God and others and
o know and obey all Tesus taught His disciples.

Where do we go from here?

Hare are a few helpful questions every ordinary disciple might consider to be-
zin with loving others and making disciples. These questions are best used in the
context of Christisn comomnity.

1. Who do you know who is far from God where you live, work, shop, play or
among your family? Where are the people in your neighborhood, city or towm
who are far from God?

2. How can we belp cne apother to love and share with the people we know who
are far from God?

3. How could you imvite other believers to be with you when you spend time with
4. What needs to change sbout when we as Christans gather together to help one
another sustain patterns of neizhbor-love amd disciple-making in our lives?

Zac Lyons Bio Great Commizzion Parfaerships / Bapiist Stave Comantion gf
Nowrth Caroling

I can do all things through Chrise which srengtheneth me. Philippians 4213

CARDINAL INSURANCE, LLCH
“Your Protection Is Our Policy”

A Great Staff to Serve You
j

Carding fnsuromes recerify celebrared moving g0 new [ocaniors. Pletured, Back
ros, from laff, b Dovss Taylor @pruce Ping), Gaplerss Potter (Mewlond), Martie Wol inmey
(Hakerraile), Chod Mugher [Bakerswil), Michse! Mok ey Sproce Pingl, Teresa Toung
{Spruce Piag) and Suske Lawls (Mewlowd). Picnured, ot row, fos Lo, Sl Foland (Soruce
Pima), Glenda Beefomarn (Spruce Pise) and Estring Holifinld (Newlmd),

3 Locations for Your Convenience

The mew Newland Cordinal farunanse Office b located o 418 Pinealo St

Spruce Pine 828-765-5445  fusto-Owners

Newland 828-733-4540 INSURANCE
Bakersville 828-688-9203 LIFE BUSINESS

+ HOME » CAR -

warw brenews. com
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YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
§0 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

SEcg;w_,!j:_} ANNUAL

SERVICE PERSONN
ALTA

.

A ALTAPASS HWY
SPRUGE PINEFNC) 28777

MAY 10, 2019 AT 6:00 PIVe

'r.-"'ﬁ-:
-L.J_ B

EN
For all that is done to kesp us safe.

the persanal sacrifices made for aur
bensfit. For risking your healih and safety

far the health and safety of others.

For all

I.i"l."l.

M=

. SERAE B
A SMALL

TO
Flease join us as we honor the ones
currently serving and the ones that have
given it all. ‘With the uniform goes an
enormous burden that those in civilian
clathing cannot comprahend. Allow us, if
only for a short time, to §ift you up.

FALLEN HEROES
7 Tolls. Responded. Served. Prolecied.
Defended. Sacrificed. Suffered. Loss of

Life

RECOGNITION BANQUET
RAISS EA%@_HURGH FAMILY LIFE CENTER

4 Elessed are the peacemakers:
for they shall be called the

*hbeal for you and your significant other
*Short program

"Prayers for protection and wisdom

SafePlace

Why Do We Need SafeFlace?
By Tracy Black
Mirchell County

It was early Movember and there was a distinet chill
in the aor whea she walked oto moy office. She locked to
b= abour 19 years old with disheveled hair, soiled clothas
and a faint odor of dinm and perspitation. I asked har bow
we conld belp ber, and she repliad that she was cold and
bunery.  Cue of the other advocates finad her some warmm
spup, 2ot ber a donk and I numed up the beat I satwith
bar as she practcally inhaled the food When she finished eating she bagan w
falk.

Uil three weeks sarlier Grace had been lving with her mother Her mather’s
boviriend had beer beanug her regnlarly unml thar fareful day when he raped her.
Grace decided that anywhers was batter thar being thars, so she packed up and
moved inte 2 tent 1o the woods, There she staved wntl someope in a convenisnca
store told her to come by and see if SafaPlace conld belp ker. We took Grace info
shalter that day and helped her, the best we could, o find the resmarces 1o stand oo
har own.

Thare are lnmdred: of people like Grace right here e our commnucty. Thare
are 70 vear old wommen who have suffered ploysical abuse for over 50 vears, and
littlz 13 vear old girls who have been molested by their fathers for as long as they
can remenber who peed loving supporm and 2 safe place to go in order o escaps
he pain.

O average Mirchell County SafePlace serves over 750 women men and
cluldren each year We provide emeargency shelter, food. suppor: group mesongs,
cour advocacy, case management, medical Accompaninent, Tansportaion assis-
tapce and aszistancs finding housing. Throwgh our theif stores, SafePlace Thitf
and the Touch of Class, we ars able to pr'“ju:le clothing, replan:e medicatons they
had to leave bebind when they escaped their abusers spd evenything they need
1o stam 3 new home, Along with meeting the phyvsical peeds SafaPlace soives
1o maet the emotional weeds top. There
is an advocats on stbe at the shelter w
talk and dry the tears of those who are in
shelter. We also operate a 24 hour hoddins
auswered by mained voluntesrs 1o be a
lifeline for those who need .

We ara also rackling the root canses
of domiestie vielance and sexual 2zl
Through gur Love=Fespect classes in the
middle and high schools wa are teach-
ing girls and bovs zlike, what a haalthy
relationship looks like We provide
resouroes and referrals, mentorship and
infonmation, all presented in 2 fun and
aptartaining way. Chr Al's Pals program
iz presewted to pre-school children Using
avarety of puppets and funny voices, wa
tesch these 4 and 5 vear olds how fo se
parsonal bovedaries and senle problams
in a heaalthy way. Each week our staff
presents i new lasson and the classropm
teachers infegrate these lessons into
the ragular corrioula, reinforcing thess
CODCEpTs.

M one desarves to be meated like
Grace and evervone deserves 1o have 3
safe hoowe where they doa’t kave to ba
afraid.

THIS IS WHY WE WEED SAFEFLACE!

Y

children of God.
Matthew 5:9

Tracy Black iz the Azsociate Director
Jor Mitchell Coumgy SafePlace. She can
ba reached af §25-T65-401F or tragy-
eblackalbellronth ner,

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
DR, MIARCUS BENFIELD (82

ir

Ll

HB50-3346

)

www. bronews,. com
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The Fund for Mitchell County
Awards Grants Totaling $ 25,000.
By Lindsay Hearn,

Comanunicatons Direcior.

J Ten g:rantsl.ju:a.]- :
w0, @) THE FUND FOR

Conniry nonprofits

by Tha Fund for

i P MITCHELL COUNTY
it A CFWNC AFFILIATE FUND
by local residents

as a pennanesnt charitable endowment to meet local neads, Gifts are added o the
Fund’s principal to be preserved and invested. while srants fom the Pund suppon
nonprofits in Minchell Covnty. Since 1992, The Pund for Miche!ll Covnty, in par-
nership with CFW2C, has awarded 32 grants totaling wmore than 5720000

The 2019 erants includa:

Appalacluan Therzpeanc Fiding Cewtar was awarded 51,000 for road improve-
ments te provide safer access for school buses,

Blue Fidze Parmershop for Children was awarded 53050 to purchaszs mpplies.
food and materials for its Child & BLOCE event

Camip Spring Creek Outrsach was swarded £2.500 for a study that will evalnate
small-group Orien-Gillingham tutorine provided o 18 kindarzarmers.

Adayland Comanunity College Foumdation was swarded 53,200 for a student
emargency needs fimd.

Adiechell Connry Annmal Pescue was awardad 31,000 for 3 spay and neutering
prosram for kinens and cats.

Adirchell Connty Depammneant of Cooperatve Extension was awardad 52,500 1o
STPEOrT its Summer youtll pro-

Eratm.

Parmers Aligped Toward Haalth
was awarded £1.500 for a suommer
rennis camp for vourl.

Pizzah Lagal Services was
swardad 3,000 to provide fae
civil legal assistance and advocacy
o low-incorne residents. I

Special Clymipics Minchall
County was awarded §2,500 for an | :
equestmian prosram st Appalachin [
Therapsunc Fiding Center.

WANMY Conummnicy Acton was
awarded £2.750 to provide garden f
vounchers to low-incoane families.

“These grants comprise our first [N
indepandent cycle, marking the
proeress and growth of the Fond,™
said Advisory Board Chamo IMick
Joerling. “Throuzh the support of
friends and neighbors, we are able
o fund 2 wider vanery of vozprofits and projects and caw continae to mest changz-
ing needs over tme, We are very grateful to everyone who bas helped to buaild 2
penuansnt charitable respurce for Mirchell Counny, We weloone addidonal gifis
ro the Fund thar will enable us to suppor even meore Local programs with local
daollars ™

T make a tax-deductible conmiburion to The Fund for Mitchell County, donate
aalive at www FundfordirchellCounty.org or by miail to The Comnnmity Foum-
dation of Western Mok Caroline, BO. Box 1101, Spruce Fine, 19T 28777-1101,
mem line: The Fund for Bichell County. Conmibutions of aoy size are weloome.

The local volunteer Advisory Board includes: 2lick Teerling (Chair), Beverly
Axvzone (Vice Chair), Becky Planmear (Secretary), Janie DeVos, Sammie Ellis,
Daiphis Lamberson, Sne Ledford. Branden Foberts and Brenda Sparks.

The Comumnity Foundation of Western Morth Carelina (CFWTC) works
with fanilies, businesses and nonprofits o strenzthen conumuiites throngh tha
creanon of chantable funds and swategic eranmaking A permanent chantabla
resource, the Foundaton manages over 1,100 funds apd has facilitared more than
5234 millipn in philanthropy smce s founding in 1978, Leam more at wana
ciame.arz.

For more nformation arout The Fund for Mitchell Coaty, conmact Advisory
Board Chair Mick Joerling ar nickjoeriing/dgmail com or 828-765-5392.

Lindsay Hearn is the commmimicaions direcior for the Famd foe Mitchell Counfy

Thrift Store

Hospice and Home Care
Of-the Blue Ridge

New Hours
Tuesday-Friday 9:00am-6:00pm
Saturday 10am-2:00pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

Huge Selection of Vintage Glass
and China, Furniture, Clothing, Jewelry
Art, Quilts and Comforters, Books

: Just in time for :
Slmp- Dnnate- anunleer

Located in Ledger, The yellow
building beside P&R

' Hospice and Home Care
of the Blue [hdgc Inr.

-

Sudoku
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SQWITZERLAND|NN

A Blue Ridge Parkway Resort

ost 334, Blue Ridge Parkway
lorth C

£ 5% -::E'I'l-.'ﬂ'l.l.'-', & Arolina

[ gt L
53 * Switzerlandinn.com

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall susimn thee: he
shall never suffer the righteous fo be moved. Psalms 55:22

Evangelism Explosion |

Sharing Your Faith — with Confidence!
By Fev. John B. Sorensen

Ome of the primary rezsons Christians don’t share their
faith is fear. Some don't know where to stant. Crhers are
afraid of facing difficult questions or simply rejecton. We've
all been there and unformately, many believers never mowve
beyond that fear.

The problem is, Satan knows this and often nses fear to
keep us fromm sharing our faith. Bur let me encourage vou to take that step m faith.
Ask God to give you courage. Pray that He will open a door for you to share

His love with another person. (nod loves to prepare people’s hearts fo hear the
Good News, and He is waiting for people willing to step out in faith and speak for
Him

Lin is just one examiple. Afier leaming to share her faith, Lin admitted that she
was sl scared. “Every time [ share the Gospel, T am afraid of being mocked, or
judzed, or ridiculed But a pastor [ once knew szid, ‘The fear of mowving forerard
is often obliterated by moving forward. Dhe it scared ™

Be vourself. Eeep the conversation friendly. Ask questions sbout people’s spiri-
mal life and what gives them the most meaning. Take time to Hsten and ander-
stand where they are stregeling. Share your story, how yon came to know Jesus
and what difference it has made it your life. People love stories, and your story is
inferesting because it is nnigne.

Drom’t push. When yon speak to someone who is nof ready to speak about spiri-
mal masters, simply change the subject. Be gemuinely sensitive to their neads, and
show concem. God will open the door again in His time. Be patient. Whait on Him
to lead, but contimue to be available.

Address guesticns. Dif-
ficult questions may come
up, but we don't need to fear
them. Answer a5 quickhy
a5 possible. then retorn the
forns to the Gospel. If yon
don't know an answer, ba
honest, but et them know
you will find out. Remember
1o abwrays return with an
answer if you promise fo
do so.

Be ready to take the next
step. As we step out and
share our faith people will
respond . Some will walk
avay, bt others will be
ready o take the nesxt step.
Esep it simpls. The Gospel is not complicated. Explain that Jesns died on the
cross and rose again so that we conld spend etemity with Him in Heaven, All we
need to do is place our tmost in Hioo alone.

God nses ordinary people like you and me fo podnt others to Christ. Opportoni-
ties to share our faith are all around ws. With a few simple tools, we can spesk the
Gospel with confidence and develop a passion for those who do not know Him,
Eepep in mind that fear won't vanish immediately. It takes mme and practice, bt
be patent. Epep mying. And in the meantime, do it scared.

Rav John B. Sorensen, DI iz the Prezxident/CEQ af Evangelizm Explosion Inter-
saional, keadguartered i drden, N.C. EE has been a leader in eguipping Chri-
hians fo share their itk for more than 50 years. For more freg fips and resources,
Visl! evanEalismerpiosion. org.

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ
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Teen Retreat

Mitchell County

Adirchell Connty 4-H'ers had a wonderful time &t this
year's West Dismict Teen Feireat. Teens in attendance from
Mitchell County included the current west district president
Luke Silver, Clandia Chandler, Jessy-Eate Glenn, Emaly Tor-
dam, Jesse Silver, and Josh Silver. Tesn retreat was held at the =
YRICA Blue Ridze Assembly m Black Mountain, MC on March 30th -31st. Teens
enjorved varicus workshops that provided leaming and leadarship activities. These
inclnded Public Speaking, 4-H Livestock Oppornmities, Coding with WNC A&T
Innovation Station, Ambassador Marketing, Hiking and Backpacking, and Intro fo
the Cherokes Lanmape just to name a few.

Eazch teen also par-
ticipated in this years”
seTvice project. Teens
weaved paper heart
baskets and pur candies
inside for veterans as
part of the project. Ev-
ervone enjoyed making
the baskets and knowr-
ing that their efforts
made 3 difference to

reirest. Charing the
recreation time teens could choose actvitnes such as playing instuments and sing-
ing, or disc golf and an mteractive dance class. Everyone had a lot of langhs and
enjoyed the time they got to spend with new and old frends.

Teens took part i voting as a delegation for the 2019-2020 officer team_ and
4-H well as the 2018-2019 West Distmict President and 4-H'ers can’t wait to ses
what the fiuture holds for the West District.

Mitchell County 4-H would like to give a special thank you to Th-County
Builders Supply, Inc. for sponsoring the teens that artended this year’s retreat.
With their support Mitchell Coumty 4-H teens gained an experience of a lifetime
and are excited fo start new projects and implement new ideas in their county 4-H
program. Thank yon!

Mitchell County 4-H
2019 Summer Fun

Hatery Begwn, 4-H Youth Dinvtriopmant Exiension Agan
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Whether you are h

to have ﬁumetl}th :
WE'-HHIE[ m;pﬂlw furniture, customizable fire ['_IIIE, and our &
newest addiion H:n:,r houses. With six current models, the upl:hm and I

styles are endless to choose from. Also, ask us about our custom metal g

work. Our address is: 200 Ethan Allen Drive
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777
§28-To5-6144

passionate about building quality products here in the
Western North Carolina Mountains. Maybe you know us by your old
wood stove, or Buck Stove is new to you. No matter what time of the year,
we welcome you to build memories around Buck Stove. -

Buck Stove would ]jke to invite you to stop"i;y our manufacturing facility.

your home or sprucing up your patio, we are sure
at you will love. Our outdoor living store has

www. buckstove.com
AL G -r‘t

www. bremews. com
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Burke United Christian Ministries

; STH Ty gl JETEE d from page 17
Saturday, Tume 29 at Silkver Creek Plantztion with tee off tme at 1:30 pm. It will
be a captain’s choice, 4 person team format with the epporiumity to purckase oml-
ligans. TFost call (B28-433-B075) or email (acmdirectord gmail com) for details
and to register. Dinner will follow the toumamment.

BUCK is once again askmg for choches o consider doing a Backyard Bible
School during the sunymer for the children who come to our ministry.  Last year’s
Bible School was a great success. If any church is interested just give me a call at
[E28) 433-B075 or email me at bucmdirector/@amail com.

Please contimie to Lift our mindsiry m your prayers and come by for a wisit
any ime Lets be remindsd of the words of the writer o the Hebrews “dnd do
not forpet fo do Food and to thare with others, for with such racrjfices God is
Pleazed. ™ - Hebrews 13:16

Denvid Burleson is Director of Burke Uinited Chrisfian Miniztries

Jamie Miller, CPA

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

2301 Rutherford Road
Marion, NC 28752

phone: B28.652.677T
fax: 828,652 6755

GENERAL @PELECTRIC o, 400

_A_J_f_n'_d'_‘_.l'_ﬁ._i_. .. . -
= We Have Factory 1] _L:,I:I | (&
w Trained Technicians | o @ @ o

Z T 'l'-‘-’“;

www.peoples-furniture.com
274 DAK AVEMUE » SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLIMA 28777

PHONE (828) 765-5557 » FAX {B28) 765-5558

Burke County Schools

Freedom Teacher Meghan Welty
Named Burke's Teacher of the Year

By Cheryl Shuffter
Burke Covrty

Meghan Welty, an exceptional children reacher at
Freedom High School, has been named the Borke
Comnty Public Schools 2019 teacher of the vear. Welty |
i3 in ber seventh year of teaching and her fourth year at
Freedom High School.

Welty started her teaching carser at Morth Liberny
School, where she also did an internship while n college. Welty, who onginally
wanted to be an occupational therapist, said ber ntemship at Morth Liberty drew
her into teaching. She said “T have always possessed an umwavering passion for
individuals with dissbilities, bt it was in room 131 at Morth Liberty that I f2ll in
love with teaching ™

Welty szid she iz grateful for the opportumity to do something she loves every
day. She zaid, “T have a passion for teaching smdents with disabilities. I love pro-
viding smdents with oppormnities to learn and grow. I love teaching my students
that they are capable of accomplishing anything they set their minds to. Their
victories sre miy victories; thedr failores are nry failures. I believe that each action
each leszon each hng esch langh and each moment molds them into productive
citizens and life-long learmers.™

Welty believes in building awareness to the benefits of inclnsion for ber students
and creafing avemes for those in her school and the community to parmer with
stdents of varying ability levels, she said, “5o that goals that were detenmined to
be unreachable, suddenly become achievable.”

Ome of Welty's recent accomplishments is a fife skills aparment set up for her
smdents to experience life on their owm. It inchudes a fanctiomme kitchen, living
room and bedropm. Stadents practice cooking, dusting, making the bed, somng
lsnmdry and other skills needed for independence. She has received pumerons
erants for this and other projects for ber classroom.

At Freedom Walty co-chairs the Exceptional Children Tieparoment and is on
the leadership team and school improvement team. Her pesrs voted her teacher
of the year in 2017 as well. She 1= the second teacher in a row from Freedom to
be named the district’s teacher of the vear, following Amy Howell as East year's
teacher of the year fior Burke County Public Schools.

Welty and her busband, Troy, have a 4-year-old daughter, Eetaghen. The family
alzo has two dogs, Cooper and Boone. Outside of school Welty enjoys spending
time with family, fiends and worshiping at charch and across the world oo Sam
hiare, Fomanis.

E EEEE

Superintendent Dir. Larmry Pumam  Debbie Jennings, the director of Secondary

Education and CTE for Burke County Public Schools, and Freedom High School
Principal Felicia Sinumons surprised Welty with the annoumcement on Tuesdsy in
her classrpom  Simmons then informmed the school over the intercom of the honer

Jenmings said, “Mrs. Welty loves and advocates for her smdents and that is
evident when you walk nbo ber classroom or the life skills apanment. She is pas-
sionate about what she does, and the students respond fo that passion. Mrs. Welty
is well deserving of this honor ™

Larry Pumanm said “Whether she is teaching a lesson, cheering on her students
at Special Obympics or helping them leam independent living skills, Mrs. Welty
has 2 smile on ber face and excitement in ber voice. We are honored that she is
represeating Burke County 25 our teacher of the year.”

E=ach school in the distmict selected 3 teachsr of the year. The school-leval
recipients completed a writften portfolio and submitted videos in which they talked
sbout teacher leadership, smdent-centered classrooms, accountability and their
platform zs teacher of the year. A commnities reviewed the portfolios and videos
and selected finalists for an interview.

Puimam said, “Congramlations to all of the schools” teachers of the year They
are the best of the best We are grateful to have a dismict full of passionate and
creanve teackers who put stodents firse.™

The Board of Education will recosnize Welty and all school-level teachers of
the vear at the May 13 Board of Education meetimg. Welty is now eligible for the
regional teacher of the year

Cheryl Shiffer is the Public Relations Qfficer for the Burke County Public School
Syztam.

Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye recerve them, and ye shall have them.
Mark 11:24

www brenews. com
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Would vou like to visit 8 continent where no one lives full
fme? A place that is a cold desert that hes blizzard smowr- »
stormis instead of sandstorms? Winds that blow up to 200 mph J
and only 0.5% of the confinent i= not covered by ice. There are l |
no towns of cittes here. The coldest temperature recorded was
-129 F, and that was in the inland Have you figured oot what continent T am talk-
ing shout yet? Antarcoca! It is the southermmost continent and at the Scuth Pole.
Antarctica is home fo the beantifil Emperor Penguins. This is the cnly place on
earth that you can find them!

This penguin is known as “the Great Penpuin™ and is the largest penpuin m the
world. It grows to a maximum of 4 feet kizh and can weigh up to 84ibs. There
is an approximately 385,000 Emperor Penguins alive and they can live up o 20
years old in the wild. Their kncam predators are Leopard seals, killer whales, and
fulmans.

The Emiperor Penpning are 3 flightlecs bird that can swim in the frizid water
that surronnds the continent. They can dive to 1800 feet and can stay imderwater
for 3 mardnmm of 22 mimates without breathing. Here is where they find their
meals of fish, squid, and knll. This penznin could nof survive withont their layers
of waterproof feathers that keep themn dry and warmm, and their 1.2 inches of body
fat that keep their body temperature up. They do have 3 molting period (whers
they lose their old festhers and grow mew ones) that Lasts 35 days. During this
e, they canmot swim in the ice-cold ocean.

The Emperor penguins do not Lay their eggs in 8 nest like most birds do_ Instead
of 65 days {umtil the chick hatches) to keep it protected and warm. The mickiest
part of keeping the gz safe is when the momma pengin transfers the ege from
her feet to the dad’s fest. This has o been done very carefolly and slowhy, if by
chiance the ape falls off of one of the parent’s feet onto the ice, the epg will freeze
within seconds cansing the baby chick incide to die Afier this successful transfer,
the momms penguwin goes out to sea to feed for a little over two months and does
not refurn unfl the baby is born. During this time the daddy penguins keep the
egg mcked nnder their brood patch (an extremealy warm feathered skin whose sole
purpose is to keep the exe warm) on their feet. Sometimes when the weather gets
so exmeme the dads will buddle together to stay warm. The Daddy pengmins stand
ounf in the blizzard like condifions, below zers temperatures, and blinding winds
without eating & single thing during winter o protect and keep their unbom baky
safe. They are able to keep the agg 10 degrees while the temperamres around
far losmg == much as 45 % of their rotal body weight. That would be like if you
waighad 100lks. when you first put
the ezz on your feet, by the time
the baby hatched yvou wonld weigh
only 551bs.

the mother retorms, she will take
care of the chick for 3 fme while
the dad goes owt to sea to fill his
belly up. The chick will sit on top
of one of the parent’s feet unfl
it is swony enouzh to be able w
handle the cold ice of Antarctica.
The parents will then take mms,
walking § tmes a day to find food
for the chicks to eat. In December,
when the weather warms up a tiny
sed waters closer to their homes
where the babies will start feeding
themsehres. Eggs and chicks hava
oaly a 10 percent survival rate but
isn't it amazing that their parenis
are willing to go through such
extreme condittons, especially the
dads, 1o kelp their baby’s chance o
survive? They take their responsi-
bility as parents Very Serious.
Grod knew you before you were
forming m your mother’s belly: Ha
has appointed sorneone specisl to
take care of you. God hand-picked
this person (or persons) ouf to
e your caregiver, knowing that
they were the best fit for you One
day you will have the great responsibility of taking care of your own babies and
perhaps God will Lay it on vour keart fo adopt or foster other children It will then
be your job, just like it has besn your parents or caregiver’s job, o stand up and
protect children =6ll zrowing in their mother’s wromb as well as children already

o, You will not only make a difference in vour own children’s lives but, in
other children you are around. How you act snd what von do will influence how
futnre children will learn and who they will become. That's why its so importamnt
to keep vour family in charch and to teach them ahont God. This is a great respon-
silhility i=n't it? But don't worry God has faith in you, that yon will do youar very
best in these sreas!

Diear Lord we thank you so nmch for entmusting each one of us with the great
responsibility of taking care of the unbom children as well as our own children
and perhaps other people’s children. Help us to always protect them and do what
is best for themn. Help ns teach young omes abont You and Your ways so they will
Erow up they way You want them to.

T kmaw you bgfore I formed you in your mother I womb. Before vou were born
T zet vou apart and appeimed vou az my propher to the nations, © Jeremiah 15
NLT

Tirgim up a child in the way ke showld go; even when he 15 old he will not depart
Jhoma 1. Proverbs 22:6 ESV

Bibliography
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Christy Loviman 15 a Cheizfian author and illustrator that Hves i the foothalis aof
the Blue Ridee Mountains with har husband and nwo children. She enjoys writing
and ilfuztraing books for all agez. Some of her thort storfe are publizhed with
ideposts and HCOI . Christy ghves all the glory to God tn evarything sthe does. 4
portion of every book sold from the Small Bikie Character Series will be donaied
fo battle kuman rqffickne. [Fyvou enjay her books, Teke' her muthor page on
Facebook and let her Fnow! Tou can buy ker books af kitps-vww amazon.comei’
ref=dp_byling sr_book I Me=UTFS&feld-mithor=Chrisiy+Lowmandesearch-ali
as=booksdtexr=Chrisiy+Lovwmandesori=relavancerank

You can reachk her at httpsAevw facebook com/mhorChristyLowman or chris-
Dusoaps|@yahoo. com.

No Excuse for Abuse 5K Run
By Becca Trinks
Tamcay Conniy

MNew HOPE of McDowell is a local nonprofit which
provides aid fo victims of domestic violence snd sexual
assanti. We have provided services fo victims and survivoers
since 1983, originally as Family Services of McDowell.
Onir services inclade, bt are not Limited to, emergency
shelter, assistance with Domestic Violence Protective Orders (restaining orders),
cort advocacy, case management, 3 2<4-hour crisis line, support groups, clothing
vounchers, legal referrals, conumumity education, and more! Car services are 50
vifal to the conmmumity that we serve, bacase they prowvide an opportunity for vic-
fims fo escape the danperons sitestions they are in. They also promote swareness
and eduration that can help reduce viclence m families and relsdonships within
that normalby support our local emerpency shelter, in the past few yvears. We need
vour help with fumdraising, this year, as we bost what is generally our most suc-
cessful fimdraizer, the 9th anmnal Mo Excose for Abuse SE nm'walk. The success
of this event depends largely upon support from Conopmmity members like you!

The Wo Excuse for Abuse SK mnfwalk will be beld on Saturday, Bay 11t
2019, begm-
ning on the
courthouse taam
&t 9-00 am.
Early regisira-
tion begins at
T:30 am. Enfry
fees for the race
are 525, and
includes Gming,
& tshint, and 2
race hag for the
first 100 run-
ners. There will also be prizes for each different age group, and monners owverall.
Light refreshment iz availsble after the race. We hope o see you there!

Anvone with guestdons should call 652-8338

Becca Trinks iz a nathae gf MeDowell County who returned fo Marion in 201 3,
Jhom Greensbore. She is currensly a Client Semices Advocate ar New Hope of
MeDowell.

Neww

These things I have spoken unte you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: buf be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world John 16:33

www. bremews. com
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PruittHealth,
Committed to Caring since 1969

When you and your loved one need home
health care, PruittHealth Home Health is ready
with a skilled team that combines expertise,
state-of-the-art technologies, and deeply
rooted commitrnent to deliver the best in home
health care.

When vou returm home from the hospital or
long-term inpatient care, or just need skilled
care at home, our home health team is ready

to help vou move along the path to optimim
health and wellness.

Our team of skilled experts coordinate care,
providing:

= Skilled nursing services

* Physical therapy

* Occupational therapy

* Speech therapy

* Medical social services

* Home health aides

We use advanced electronic charting systems
to track progress and treatments in real time,
resulting in better care in your own home. To
ensure the best possible care, we focus on
educating both our patients and families on
the personalized care pathway that is tailored
to their needs.

[ ]
a'lg
[
.-“-i

: L
Y Pruitt
Serving Avery, Mitchell, Yancey,

anhd surrounding counties.

PruittHealth Home Health (Avery)
828-733-1550

PruittHealth Home Health (Mitchell)
828-688-3421

PruittHealth Home Health (Yancey)
828-682-7825
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