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This week, during Mational Police Week, tens of thousands will gather in Wash-
mgtom, D0E, to honor Law enforcement officials killed in the e of duty. The
week of remembrance began as a day—>May 13—which President Jobn F. Een-
nedy proclaimed to be Peace Officers Memorial Day in 1962. For Chad Stllmamn,
& former police officer from Wisconsin, this week is a sobering reminder for him
of God's prace. As far as be's concerned . the wnmerited mercy of his heavenky
Father is the only thing that kept him from becoming one of the fallen
It"s been almost 16 months now, bat many details of that deadly Jan. 17, 2018,
dayy are forever etched mto Chad Sallman’s mind Om that day, the 16-year veteran
with the Facine {Wisconsin) Police Department was involved in 3 shooting.

He remembers feeling belpless in the moments that followed. Buf he and his
pariner Peter Boeck—who had attended Bible sudy together the night before—
Eknew they weren't without hope. Standing together in the snow that cold Tamary
day, the police officers sought refuge in Christ while medical personnel tended the
SOSPeLCt.

“We walked over to the side, and we held each other’s beads and we prayved.”
Stillman remembered. “We prayed for that man laying in the backvard, thar he
wouldn't die, and for his family and for our conpmmity because we knew it would
never be the sxme agzin ™

It had been a relatiwely guick encounter A traffic stop fumed into 3 foot chase.
The snspect had 2 weapon and reportedly refuzed to doop it despite requests from
the officers. Reports further indicate the suspect later pointed his firearm at the
officers. They relied on their raining and immediately penmalized the perceived
threat on their lives.

The suspect later died on the way to the hospital, and the Bacine Coumty Dis-
rict Attomey determined thers was no “basis to prosecute the law enforcement
officers involved.” But that one harrowing moment of gunfire changed everything.
People protested. Some ndividnals made death threats against Stllman, his fam-
ily and others. His heart broke as be waiched the news and learned about officers
nationwide who died in similar incidents. Fifiv-two officers—that’s one a week—
ware killed by gunfire in 2018, This year, just 20 weeks imto 2019, 18 officers,
mchding Meoresville {M.C.) Police Officer Tordan Sheldon, have been shot and
killed in the line of duty.

“I was watching all these officers hurting and that's when I decided I've got to
make this coumt,™ Stllman szid. “It was an agreement between the Lord and T, bat
me telling the Lord, “You spared mee for a resson, and that reason wasa't fior me to
do something for novself I need to make this count. ™

His determination wasn't without angst, though. He wormied sbout his family,
his fellow officers—would this shooting cost their lives? Would be be permitied to
refurn to the only job he ever wanted?
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“Iit felt nnbearahle af times,™ Stillman said. “T had to constantly remind myself
of who God is and how big He is and how He wasn't surprised by this.

“He knew thizs was zoing to happen. He wasn't caught off guard, and He
dopemn 't waste amvihing i His economy. Those troths are what kept me from poing
insame. I conld tell myzelf and completely believe that God, “You have this even
thongzh my mind is completaly ont of control. Yoo ve ot me nght where Yo
want me apparently.’ I want to be draom into that ™

5o, when 3 post-iTaumnatic siress disorder dizgnosis sidelined his police carser,
he leaned mto what God kad for kim. Police work, he szid, was the only thing that
ever came namrally to him.

But God, it seemed fo Stillman, was preparng the Midwesterner for another
route. Connections were made and before o0 long, Stllman was uprooting his
family and moving B00-some miles southeast of Facine to Morth Carolina’s Larg-
est cify. He began work later that year with the Billy Graham Bapid Fesponse
Team (PRT) m ifs law enforcement minisiry.

“I think being in law enforcement minisiry has helped m healmg me a bt be-
cause I'm able to focns on the needs of others more than myself ™ Stllman said. “T
think there’s 8 poodness in the way God desizns us to benefit when we're fornsed
on others ™

Stillman prays with a man during Officer Jordan Sheldon's Celebration of Life
lzst week in Mooresville, IMorth Carolina. S5imce deploying to Fergason, bis-
spuri, in 2014, the Billy Graham Bapid Fesponse Team has responded 15 fmes
to police-invohved shootings and/or related civil wrest. The BRI has 229 crisis-
ramed individuals in its sraregic chaplain minismy.

Last week, the Fapid Fesponse Team deployved to Mooresville, Morth Carplina,
afier Officer Jordan Sheldon was killed during a waffic stop. Kevin Willizms, an
FRT manager and former member of law enforcement kimself, watched Stillman
share the peace of Christ with borfing police officers.

“Fod is using him m =3 very unique, specific, gifted way,” Williams said “T
mean he's created for such a dme a= this if T can say it like that, with his carser
and experiences. Throngh his trmuma and suffermg and pain and everythine now
od’'s turned that caterpillar info & beantifinl buterfly flyving around. He knows
how to perfectly comnect with his fellow brothers and sisters that are actively semv-
ing that have to deal with evil seven days a week, 24 hours a day.™

Every simation is different bt Stillman and his fellow crisis-mained chaplains
dio their best to bring the peace and comfort of Jesus Christ wherever they zo.

“[Law enforcement] is & tough job, 50 in our posibon we gef to come into these
tonzh spots and belp officers through whar they're dealing with,” Sollman said.
“Heally there’s po secret potion but there is a relatdonship with One Person. Youn
can endore it a lot more easily when you know the bope of Christ. That's why I
love what we do.™
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Is God Calling You To
Something Greater?
Ey Erian Barier

Burke County

We have all heard the phraze. “the Lord works m
nrysterions ways”, nght? Many people may even guote
that as a bible verse According to Wikipedia it's origin %
probably came from a Christian Hymn woitten in 1773 by 1

William Cowper entitled “Light shinimg Out of Darkness™

whare he nses a similar phrase God does tell us in Isaiah

55:8-11, “For my thoughts are no! your thoughts, neifher ang Jour Ways By W,
saith the Lond. For as the heavens are kigher than the earth, 5o arg my wiays
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as tfhe ram
conveth dovm, and the smow from heaven, and rerurmeth pot thuithar, Bur watereth
the aarth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give reed o the sower,
and bread fo the eater: 5o shall my word be that goeth forth our gf my mowth: it
shall nof return wnte me voud, but if shall accomplizh that which I pleaze, and it
zshall prosper in the thing whereto I rent it (ETV) We will never completaly
mnderstand why and how God works and how Ha can use anything or anyons to
accomyplish His will bere on earth — at least not while we are here. For the past 11
years, I have enjoyed a comfortable sales management career. I kave leamned
managing oniside sales, usiness manazement, video editng, website desizn, and
many other mmportant skills, but I was just meandening through life with no real
zeal for doing God's work. Inside, I konew there had to be more to my Christian
walk and to my life. My wife, Michelle and I along with our two sons have
attended a local church in the small Enola commmnity just ontside of Morganton,
Morth Carpling. We suffered the loss of a few family members upexpectedly the
past few years that shoaok us op, but we have contimied to be blessed and some-
what content. Mow you can probably see where this is headed rizht? Only as God
can orchestrate He started putting things and people in place years ago to
arcomplich His purpose. I believe that T first met Diowg Harrall back in 2013 when
he visited the antomobile dealership where I was the sales manager. Matarally, I
thought he was there to sell us advertising in the Blue Fidge Christian MNews but
what I didn’t really grasp at the time is that be was thers on a mission for Jesus
Christ! "We agreed to advertise m the papsr and confinwed 1o do so over the next 5
yvears. I enjoyed the fmendship Dong and [ developed over the years and I looked
forarard to our time together each month as be would nsually stop in just o say
bello and zee if we needed anviling. It was on one such visit in 2017 or 2018 that
I told Douz how I would love to be pant of such an important ministry semeday.
Deep inzide T felt nnworthy and didn’t believe God could ever really nse me for
something so important. And besides. Thoug wasn’t drving up m a high-dollar
Enropean vehicls so it conldn’t pay 3 whole lot! He convnented that he wasnt
zetting any younger and mayvbe someday be would be ready to hand off the paper
o somepne alse, bat he didn't expect that to be anytime soon. (Afier all, ha was
on a mission from God). Several months later, during spother visit o the dealer-
ship, I leamed Dioug was experencing some health issues and he commentad that
he might consider selling the paper a Little soomer than be thonght but T dido't get
the mmpression that he was ready to give it up. He asked me if T was serious when
I told him I wanted to be involved in such a ministry and I azain said yes, but in
the back of v mind I didn't really believe it would happen For the next 5
months, I became 50 unsettled at work. I can't even explain it properly. Looking
back, I know now that God through the Holy Spint was working on me bot at the
fmme. I just felt frosirated at work constandly. The owner of the dealership was so
kind and accommodating and my team thers wers great. It made no sence. Fimally,
I decided to leave the dealership and really didnt have a solid plan to provide
income for may family. I called Doug just to let him knowr that T was leaving the
dealership so that be could stop by and get another contact for the advertising
there I started adverting to do wactor work and since T had a life and health
insurance Hcense, I put soane ads on social media to generate income. I felt so
unsure and out of place with what I was doing. Diong called and asked me to have
hanch with b to which I agreed. Daring lonch, T told him what T was doing and
he asked if I wanted o do sales for the Bloe Fidge Christian Mews in McDowell
and Burke counties along with insurance and twactor work and that would give me
some time fo decide if I BEATLY wanted to possibly take over the paper one day.
I thouglt that was a great idea, so [ planned on coming to their office in Spruce
Pine to sirn an asreement to work on a cononission basis. T fmally mot to mest
Diwpup’s wife, Barbara at the office and we had 2 great vizsit. Somebow, I left thera
without signing any kind of agresment and went back to Morganton I can’t even
explain how that happened’ I kept feeling a tug in my heart (fom the Holy Spirit)
telling me that I needed o buy the paper and commit to God’s work foll tme. T
was 50 upset and condfiased that I hardly slept at all. I Kept feeling like God was
saying, “Brian, yvou are 47 years old and haven't done anything for Me or to
further my kingdom, it's time”. It was like | had no control over what happened
next. I constracted an email and sent it fo Doug. T told him I wanted to buy the
paper and I offered all the money my wife and I had saved, my 401k. . _everything!
I couldn’t even believe I was doing this. T knew the paper wouldn't be able to pay
ns very much and I would probably never put the money back into savings or
refirement I just kept seeing Bdatthew 6:31 when Jesus said, “Thergfone do not
warry, saying, What shall we eait? "or What shall we drink? or 'What zhall we
wear? ' For qiter all these things the Gentile seek. For your hemaenly Father
ko that you need all these things. But zeck first the bngdom qf Grod and Hiz
righteousness, and ail theze things shall be added to you. Thengfore, do net worry
about fomorrow, for tomorrow Wil worry about i own things, Syfficient for the
dey &3 it own tronbie. " (WETV) I knew the paper was a valuable tool for God's
wiork and it had o camy on. Doug replied to my email that he and Barbara would
talk abount it and pray abont it and would ov to get back to me by Monday or
Tuesday the following week. I kept telling myzelf all the reasons I should not be

daingz this and bow it was a biz mistake and that I wasa't worthy to take on this
ministry. I was oo my knees at the alter during church that Sunday and prayed for
God o forgive me for every sin known and unknown and then said I wonld
commaif to this work in the name of Tesns if He was sure I was the one to do it I
was presty mach a nervous wreck by this time When we ot home from church, T
had 3 weicermail from Dowe. In ooy mind T ahnost wanted him to say they conldn’t
or wouldn't do it. Doug's voice said they knew God had put it oo their heart that T
was to be the person to take over the Blue Ridze Christian Mews and they wanted
o go forward with it I cried and donbied everything. Satan was working hard to
put doubt i ooy mind T asked pry mother-in-law, Cathy Privchard if she would be
willing to belp with editing and accounting at the paper She had recenthy refired
from the Burke County Health Drepartment and I thought she would enjoy having
spmething to fill some of the time. I also really WEEDED her. That following
Monday Cathy and I got in the car to dove up fo Spmce Pine. As we were doving,
she szid
spmething like,
“5o we're Foing
up to thedr
office in Spruce
Pime o it
them and talk
about the paper
#nd mayhbe
aboat yon
buying the
paper, right™? [
Euess it never
ocourred to me
that mayhe I
hadn’t fold her I
had akready agread to buy the Blue Fidge Christian Mews! I said, “Mao, T actuallby
bought the paper already so we're going up to leam how to mansge i#t7. 1am sure
you can imagine what she was thinking! Almost inumediately, I transferred all the
money I had to Droug and Barbars and we started the process of a crash courss in
managing the papar. The past few wesks have been a real whirlwind of leaming
new things, meeting new people and praying that God would contoue to bless
this mission of spreading the good news of Jesus Christ through the paper. Each
day [ wake up and pray and ask God to lead and guide me. I commir o knocking
on doors and telling our story all day to potential sdvertisers and God kas been
faithinl to soften hearts and provide the revemie to kesp the paper moving
forward.

Tust like Johah not wanting to zo to Mineveh or Moses giving God so mamy
excuses about why be wasn't the right man to mo to Pharach we can all be hesi-
tamt to say ves to God's calling on our lives. The flesh of this world gets in the
way and pride becomes our shumbling block. Perhaps our past sins make us feel
unworthy and notf wsefol. God assures us in His Word that once we call on the
name of Jesus and submit to Him, we are washed clean as snow and our sins are
not only forziven bat erased! Fesus remimds ns in Matthew 9:37, “Then He said fo
His discipies, "The harvest fruly is plenmfid, bur the laborers are fow”. (NETW). If
yvou fee] the Holy Spirit mzzing at your heart today, don't um away. Make the de-
Cizion to say ves. Whatever happened yesterday is in the past and will be forgiven
tarowgh the sacrificed blood of Tesus. Don't let the enemy make vou believe that
you can't be nsed by God because, as we see so many examples in the Bible, that
God nses ordinary siomers like you and me every day!!

Brian Barrier iz a [{fe-lone rezident of Burke Cownty, UL, drmyy Feteran, a mam-
bar of Plegsant Hill Bapiist Chureh and Publicher qf the Blue Ridze Chrisfian
News.
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES Spruce Pine Dnited Methodist (4)  FARM SUPPLIES Hospice of Mutherfordton (B)  Whitsen Realty (¥)
Jomathan's Used Applkances (T) St Luckan Catholic (4) Grifiith's General Store (17) Hespice of Yancey (15, 47)
The Bridge (4) RERABILITATION/MURSING
AUTOMORILES - Dealers West Burmville Baptist (4) FLOORING/CABINETS HOUSING Brian Center (§)
Buchasan Young (37) Carolina Floering/Cabinets (M)  Ciayten (26)
Jobn Greese Chrysler (7) CHEROPRACTIC RESTRAURANTS
Cruz Chiropractic (1) FUNERAL SERWICE HUNTING SUPPLIES Abeles Resturast (W)
AUTOMOBILES - Tires Sosseman's Fumeral Home (41) Cooper Trading (14) Bantam Chef (12)
Sprace Pine Tire (40) P Bubba’s Good Eats (14)
Jamie Miller (35) FURNITURE INSURANCE OT's (42)
BOOK STORE Buck Steve (45) Fartner Insurance (11) Twitzerfand Inn (44)
Deffinpers Bosdstere (34) DENTIST L&B Furniture (27) Miller Insmrance Group (24) Western Sizzlin ()
Seott Murphy (23) Peoples Furnitare (16) Mitchell Co. Farm Bureau (33)
BUILDING SUPPLY Sowthwest Trading (10) Nation Wide / Tremt (31) RETAIL
Summit Building Supsly (11) nis Premier Inswrance (17) Grassy Creek Chothing (34)
Mitchell D55 (10) GARDEN CENTER
CHURCHES Lakeview Garden Center (35) MULCH THRIFT STORE
Nltapass Baptist () EMPLOYMENT MicClure Constraction (13) Hospce: of Mitchell Co. (31)
Bear Creek Baptist (4) Genesis Academy (23) GUN SMITHIN'
Barry Chapel Baptist (4) Pappy’s (27) PHARMACY TRACTOR SUPPLY
Barkemant Baptist (4) EVENTS The Prescription Pad (23) Young's Tracter Supply (11)
Faith Fellowship (4) Crossmare Scheel (18) REALTH CARE
Forst Advent Christian (4) First Baptist Charch (25) Meantain Community Health PLUMBING/HEATING TRANSPORTATION
Fit Baptist Spruc P () Fresdem Life 31) Partneshp (39) Bureson P Heating (1) Yancey Transit (1)
Grassy Creskc Bapist (4) Harlene Houk (20) Carolina Heme Care [#4)
Great Hope Tth day Adventist (f)  Morgamion Rec Dept. (15) Pruit Health Care (48) POOLS TREE SERVICE
Morganten Seventh day Adventist (4]  Yancey Co. Chamber (5) ROSPICE Backyard Creations (35) Ray's Tree Sarvice (11)
Pime Branch Baptit () Yancey Semior Center (20) Wospice and Palliative Care of the  Kem Ray Pock ()
Plumtree Presbyterian (4) Valdese Tounsm (21) Biwe Kidge, Inc (5) REALTORS
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Church Di

Sabbath (Salurday)
Bible Study - 9:30 am
Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am

The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
of WNC Baptist Church
207 Avenue 280 Chapel 51
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 ﬂﬁw
www Lridgewnc. org wewrws.barmychapalbaptist.com
ESNOME. (LSt A Pastor - Steve Williams
Servics 10:30AM
Sunday T Bunday School 84S AM.
Church Sunday Evening Care Meal/
B:00AN-2-00PM Ministry - 530 PM
h‘mrl?h?mh Bicedy of e
mﬂimhmd-'hmhﬁl BOLY £ TR
o i wor S o 1127)°_| | At Josias Chvit b Lo |
Morganton Faith Fellowship Church
Seventh-day Champ Ray Rd
Adventist Church Micarile, NG 28755
2187 Jamasiown Road 286756284
Morganton, NC e,
B28-584-8212 www flcn.org
wiw ficeradio.ong
Pastor - Steve Bletz
Pastor: David Gillesple

Sunday Schoal - 10:00 am
Worship Sandce - 10:45.am

church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church

Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at

5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Vegetarian Bulfet after church Vednesdey Bible Study - T00pm
Wadnesday *The sispe of & good man ame
Praiss, Prayer & Prociaim - ordered by ths Lord:
7:00 pm Ari he delighteth in his way”
www. morgantonsda.ong Pealm 1723
e Grassy Creek Baptist| | West Burnsville Burkemont
i b o 703 ORI 238 vy Baptist Church Baptist Church
B2B-TEE-D0H0 Pine, MG 222 Weast Bumswville Chirch Rd. 4668 Burkamont Rd.
Alta pan sbaptisichurchiBcocom) TE5-4620 Bumsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NG 28655
B S R AT G £ (B28)-682-3990 828-437-2357
Sunday Schosl « 10:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long pleass visit
Worship -H:H..I hMoming Worship 11:00am Sunday School: 3:45 a.m. waww burkemontbaptist.org
ooty b g i Sunday evening 8:30pm Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
st & Ird Wednesday: Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
(Conductors for Christ sges 5-11) JAM, esus and Me) T:00pm Wednesday Servica 6:30 p.m
e by S Seokars (young adults) 7-00pm| ’ 8:30am - Early Worship
Wednasday - 7: Mid-week worship 7-00pm Church visiorr Gloefying Giod theough 2:45am - Sunday School
- "That Mitchell County kncwing, growing. going. to bulid e churc 11:00am - Worship
Bilils Balisving Chureh™ may know Chist® et it the workd, 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Plumtree thhytumn Bear Creek a!i"ﬂﬂ Ho <t Pine Branch
Chure Baptist Church venth- Baptist Church
v, W 20054 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church pUiEs Lhur
BaBTES-8010 Bakarsville, NC 28705 2907d US Hwy 70 E Spruce Pine, NC 28777
WK LTSS Church, www bearcreskbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor 7 wiana pinabranch stred
m@}m Reverend Bruce Cannon e it
Pastor Barry armay
mﬂr&':“ Sunday School 9:45 AM Reverend Bobby Joe Gresns
Uit Crups Tissaciay-Thurmday ewsnings, 700 Worship Service 10:45 AM Sabbath
Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm 1 Discipleship 6:00 PM Blﬁm Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
T Wy fEW [ty e Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Waorship - 11:30am Warship Service « 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM Vegetarian Buffet after church Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
ik o e e vl - Praiss, Prayer &
rlhhmﬁﬂlmt; "For God =0 loved the word, he Wﬂdmﬁlﬁm x '_r;ﬂrmm A Bible-belleving Fellowship
=k i sy gave his only Son..” www.greathopesds.com Loving God and Loving People
First Baptist Church of | | Spruce Pine United
St. Lucien's Spruce Pine Methodist Church
Catholic Church 2 11090 Hwy. 226 South
695 Summit Strest ; ﬂwug'gm Spauce Pine, NC 28777
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 B8 TEE-B41 W, Sprucepineume. ong
Phone (828) 765-2224 wwwspruceginafbe.cam spumc3ballsouth.net
. eplbe blogepet.com BZB-THS-T448
Sunde Nase 590 o e Po B i e
Wednesday Faith Formation Bunday School - 10:00am
6:00 pm Schoal - 545 am am b “‘“"""‘“
Food Pantry Wed. 1:00- mﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂmm =
4:00pm '-'fm i T ek of Speice | F:- unhed
Knowing God, Sesing God, Sening " i Ewnught: Lﬂm
Giod, Submiting fo ool Ediuration, and Murturing Senioe
Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.

vwwrw. brenews. com
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Christian Action League

Something Reaffirmed for Me
By Rev. Mark Creech

A few days ago, I preached for a commnumity
Bevival service held in a comvention center in Gobds-
boro, Morth Caroling. Several churches participated.
The people who provided the Christizn mmsic for that
event were stupendows. ['ve never heard better singing
at any charch, gospel concert, or church event

As T waited to be infreduced, nnbeknownst to amy-
one, I started to fret a little about whether the message
I had prepared would be suitable for the simaton. Ca
the larze marguee owside the boilding, it read something to the effect: “Come
hear a messagze of hope from Dr. Bark Creech ™

I thought to myself, did T understand the purpose of this event? Maybe those
who mwited me are expecting something other than what I've planned to say
— mayhe the crganizars, as well as this sudience, are expecong only sweet and
enconraging remarks - something that unifies everybody — something that makes
people feel good sbout their lives and gives them a sense of well-being, and cer-
fainly nothing negative.

Ay meszagze was titled, “It's 2 Bad Thing When God Dies ™ It's about the way
we may nof deny God cumight, but live as though He were dead. It highlights
what one might call practical atheism, where we don't repudiate God's existence,
bt we Live as though we don't need Him.

Becanse the message had a munber of references to things politcal like our
nation's Christian heritage, the prowing acceptance of socialism, the wholesale ac-
ceptance of evolrtion and the manmer i which it has contributed to the demise of
the sactedness of lnnman life. racism, and even a razh of school shootings in recent
vears, I wormied it might not be appropriate for the occasion. I thought that many
might be deeply offended at ma_ and it could be 8 bad start for the meetings.

I found mysalf silenthy and eamestly prayving. As [ prayed, the witness n o1y
Spirit was saying, “Stay the course. Stay the conrse™

I said in my prayer:

“Lord, I koo that yon gave me this message. In this sinful day and time, thess
words are not popular, bat they desperately need to be heard Give me the grace to
preach if - no matter what happens - no matter if some people end-up with scowls
on their faces - o matter if some walk ot —no mater if T am shamed in some
way becausze of it.
This moment is mot
ghout me_ It is about
people tly hearing
2 word from God.
How can there be
hope — hope for rec-
onciliation betwesn
yon and sinners
- If we dom’t first
nnderstand the ways
wea've offended you
— the ways we've
drifted - the ways
wa've gotten off the
right paths and onto the wrong ones™

The messzre was laced trongh and through with the hope that God provides
throngzh the blood of Tesus Christ, but it confronted people with the need to repent
- a message by nature quite negative. It challenzed them to make a choice - to
chipose God — to choose Christ.

Afier the messags, a muonber of people came forward 1o make commitments 1o
Christ. One person, whose face seemed o express a godly sorrow, came forward
o receive Christ as his Savior. At the end of the service, pasiors present came
forarard to share with me what a powerful meszage they thought T had deliverad.
Moracver, zet this: more than one told me, it was a perfect message for the occa-
sion.

It was a reaffirmation for me that if preachers would make a mark for eternity,
they st obey the Lord by their willingmess to somefimss, even many times,
preach the hard things. If the truth is told, thera hardly ever sesms to be an appro-
priate time to preach the hard things, if yon catch ooy draft.

It also reaffirmed for me that making politics, based on a biblical worldview as
3 part of the sermon is 3 way of presenting the Gospel m 2 relevant way, and does
not tarn people away from Christ Instead it becomes the springhoeard for present-
ing him to the maszas,

All glory o God!

Raverend Dr. Mark Creech iz Executive Directar gf the NC Christian Action
League. Tou may contact him at rev.markcrecchdchrizfanactionleague. org or
RIR-7EF-0a04

Making Each Moment Count
24 Hour Nursing Services
Pain & Symptom Management
Ongoing Patient and Family Education
Chaplain & Bereavement Support
Social Work Services
Ongoing Patient & Family Support

Respiratory Therapy
Volunteer Services

Proudly Serving Mitchell, Avery, Yancey, Madison,
Upper McDowell and Burke Counties

N\ Hospice and Home Care
=4 of the Blue Ridge, Ine.,

I

BURNSVILLE +YANCEY
CHANBER of OMIMERC
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Special Day of Prayer for the President
Dear Friend,

Alonz with 250+ Christism lesders, I am azking
followers of Christ across our nation to set aside next
Sunday, hune 2, as a special day of prayer for the
President, Donald J. Tnonp.

President Tmmp's enemies coofinne to Ty every-
thing to destmoy himn, his family, and the presidency.

In the history of our coumiry, no president has been
artacked as he has. I believe the only hope for him. and
This s a critical fime for America, We're on the edge of a precipice. Time
iz short. We need to pray for God fo intervens. We nesd to ask God to protect,

sirengthen encourage and guide the President

We know that God hears and answers prayer. He can soften hearts and change

PRAYER

instmucts us 1o pray for those i awthornity,
“rhat we may lead a quier and pesceabie
Hife in all podliness and reverence. For
this is good and accepfable i the sight
gf o our Savior” {1 Timothy 2:2-3,
HETV).

On June 2, we ask that pastors woukd
lead their congregations in praying for the
President, that Sunday schools and other
groups would join together snd pray, and
that individuals and families acToss the
country woald have a special focus on
praying for the President that day.

Wionld yvou plezss join us in praver and

PRESIDENT
1 ter v
tell others so that we can have as many pecple as possible praying?

Sincerely,

Franklin Graham

President,

Billy Graham E Kistic A -
& Samaritan’s Porse

Reverend Frankiin Graham is Prasident and CEQ of the Billy Graham Evan-
oreauization.

I was enjoying that fizht — that wouldn®t be any fon — bt becsuse I ERNEW
WHEERE I WAS GOING!

And that's bow it is with us as Christians too. This world is a journey that is
often just like a plame mip: it can be nnomnfortable, confining. frastrating, even
painful. “In this world, we have wibulations.™ Jesus promised us that We WILL
have trials; we will have difficolty and suffering. Bur I those things, we can
persevere, and we can have a real joy, becanse we know these things won't last
forever — AWD WE ENOW WHEFRE WE ARE GOING!

— We are poing to an etermal mansion in heaven.

— We are going to receive our imperishable crown.

— We are poing to the rich mbentance our Heavenly Father is keeping for ns up
there.

— And most importantly, we are going to be with the Lood, who Himself will be
everything we have ever longed for.

And so. because we know where we are going, we persevere. We can put up
with what we mnst put up with here. Yes, our trials are real; they e not just an “il-
of the bad And He's testing our farth for us and others to see, and He will rewrard
ns for what we've done a5 we held to our faith.

The gueston for you today is, is this tme for YOUR Life? DO you really know
wihers you are going, and does it really make a difference m your life?

I loved visiting with Frank & Ima Jean Smith and their famity the other day
at his surgery. Some of vou know Frank has an aneurism on his heart, and so the
anesthesiologist was telling him before be weat in, “if that aneur sm bursts during
this surgery, then Fesns has come for you, and there’s nothing we can do.” Frank
was nnfazed. He just smiled and locked at him and szid, “T'm ready.™ I lowve that.
Frank knows where he is going — and that makes all the difference, fior him and
for his family.

The question is, is YOUER. faith real enoush, to make that kind of difference for
YiOUT? Does it make a difference for the way you face death — and does it make
2 difference i the way vou face your trials m life? If it doesn't, can — if you 'l
by mive your Life to Jesus today!

Shoem Thomas is Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Ridee Baptist Church in Marganton.
His messages and devoetionals ane avaiiable af www.shawnerhomas.com

The L reateit A 75 I Cver Had
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Brian Center Spruce Pine

218 Laurel Creek Ct. » Spruce Pine, NC 28777 » Phone: 828

5 The Brian Center team wants to be

w Come take a tour and reserve your private room today!

a resource to the community.
We are a § star Medicare rated facility.

' 8.0 .8 8 ¢

It's our goal to get community members
back home as guickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Siroke Recovery

Respiratory Gare

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electrical Stimulation
Diathermy Mobile Swallow Studies

-165-7312 » Fax: 828-765-7295

wwrw bicnews.com
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By Michelle Barrier
Burke Coumiy

A this Fane issue of the Blue Fidge Christizn MNews is
5000 poing to prnt, I am leoking forward to the holidsy
that we will celebrate this month, Father's Day. I teach el-
ementary school in Caldwell County snd took this opporia-
nify to ask my 4th graders if they had anything they wanted
to zxy abowt their dads. Here are some of thelr cormments:

“My dad is great He is kind loving snd friiendly: He is
there when we need him_

He lets us mun and play.” - Carissa

“My dad i= the best. He slways does 2 lot of stuff for me " - Trnity
“IIy Papa is best. He chose me.” - Des

“My dad iz a mcker and he lets me ride m his mock. He is the best!™ - Ehloey
“My dad iz special becauwze we look and act like each other. He makes me laugh
when I am sad

He slways wants to play with me. He is always there when [ need him ™ - Thevon
“The reason I love my dad 1s becanse he cares for me. If something happens in
bazsball, be will be there for me. If T get hurt, he will be there for me. He lets me
play any sport. He makes sure T zet to school every day. And if Tam sick, beis
rizht there with me. I love my dad'™ - Ehi

“Wy dad is the best because be gotz me just abont everything I want and what I
need My dad plays Xbee One with me and takes me fishing and swimming. T
love my dad.™ - Alex

“Ily dad works hard for us. He plays video games with me and belps me wihen I
need it He belped me with my homework when I had the fin. He is very funmy
and makes me langh really hard.” - Aiden

My mom and dad had me when they were still very young. [ can remember
many times a3z a child thinking bow young my parents were. I think that because
of that, my dad wras very playfiol and fimmy srowing up. He was abwvays mak-
ing us langh by doing silly things or saying something fummy. [ always enjoyed
spending time with him. He would pat me on his lap and let me belp mow the
grass. I remember him holding on to the kack of my bicycle as I leamed to ride
and letting zo as I went fiving down the front yard  His nickname for me was
“GFoose”, and I loved o smogzle on his lap and hear him call me that.

He was alse very smart and skilled with his hsnds, and I loved 1o belp him in
the garage or when he was nilding something. Cae time, be bought a 57 Chevy
and had it rowred to our zatage. He would spend hours owt there working on that
car. I remember just going out to “hang owt” with him while he worked As I got
older, he started buildmg fumnitore - just pieces for our howuse and his family. He
wipuld abarays let me and ory brother “help™ him_ and he was always patient with
ns becmise he knew we were lpamimg - probably just a5 be had from his father,

My dad and mom split up and diverred when I weas in college, mmd T will not
hie, it broke my heart. The man that I had loved for 20 years like no other, walked
quietly out of my mother's life and, essentially, out of mine for 3 while too. We
hawve found 3 way back to one another, but it has never been the same since then.
I am sure that there is regret oo all sides. But, I do have very precious and happy
memaries of my childhood with my daddy.

Luckily, for both oy mother and me, she was blessed o find my stepdad, hark,
several vears Later. It was not difficult to lowve hMark. He was a kind man and
loved my mother fiercely. He had several mieces and & nephew, but no children of
his own. And his hesrt was open and willing to love me and moy brother as his.
As I finished college and moved back home e snd my mother mamied and our
family seemed complete sgain. [ married, snd py child, Luke, became his prand-
child and best friend biark was a Christian man and loved the Lord with all he
had. He modeled that Christian love with everyone be met. He became a Godly

Tragically, Mark developed hmg cancer a few years ago. He fonght 3 long,
hard battle with the cancer, never giving up his faith in his God and secare in the
Eknowledge that he wonld rest safely and quistly in the amms of his Fesus at the
end. Another father slipped quiethy sway from me on 3 cold winter might a year
and a half ame into the wainng ammes of his Savior.

Althourh these memories of my fathers are bittersweet, I omst remember that
we 3ll have 3 heavenly Father that loves us even more than our eanthly ones do.
We have a promise from Him that He will “never leave us, nor forsake ns™ - He 15
always with ws. Hewantz zood things for us and provides a way for ns to receiva
Him and those blessings throngh the shed blood of His Son, Jesus.

This Father's Diay take time to tell your father how much be means to you -
both your earthly one and your heavenly Father!

Michella iz a 4th grade teacher in Caldwell County. She attend: Pleasant Hill
EBaptist Church.

Chanty suffereth long, [and] 1s kand; chaniy envieth not; chaniy
vanunteth not wself, 15 nof puffed up, 1 Conntlians 13:4-8
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USED
APPLIANCES

. and see the friendly saff at Jonathan'
E::.lrnt:plhlnnub i ’

* We repair all major brands of appliances.

* We repair Monitor Heaters!
Cash It, Don't Trash it! M’
We buy your used appliances! * Washers
* Dryers
149 Roan 5¢., Spruce Pine, NC * Stoves
828-766-9005 » (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators

the
%:U.mmer
Jeep
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What's easier than
the easy button?

The GREENE button!

¢
\

NEW 2013 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Summit 4X4

LOADED! 5.7 Lier HEMI Y-8 Englne!

Ardapbve Crulse, Full Speed Forward
Heated Front And Rear

Ve Do o o Coirummrs
e L

NEW 2019 Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited Sahara 4X4

3.6 Uler 6 Engine, Leaiher Trimmed
Zeals, Jeep Aclve Salsty Group,
Automatic Tranemission, Sody Calor 2 Plece

R
=

w2858

e -r'lri-- = Hard Top, Coid Weaier
T e it And More. . Ready For Summer Fun and
Oif-Road Rambiing!

JOHN GREENE

e e T ol J‘EED_ 'ﬂ e

MORGANTON, NC

I-40 Exit 100 = 910 Jamestown Rd. » Morganton, NC 28655

www.johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337
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The hospice vou choose makes a difference.

Choose the one with:
local staff

two hospice inpatient units
palliative care in alf SeLGngs
ofief counseling for anv adule

Kids Pl
L.’L:nl‘_q‘_ﬁ*‘gl i 1

B
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Hosp 1CE |

arohina LFoothills

=

Serving Polk, HendersonsRuthrertorl, and McDevwell in NC and
Cherokee, Greenville and Spartanburg in SC
|B28) 2450095 H._ (8641 457-9700 5C (8007 218-CARE (2273

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Your Life

LASER THERAPY
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH COACHING

“Since 19827

CRUZ

Life Center

'H_

ADVANTAGES OF

LASER THERAPY-

* Non-Invasive

« Non-Toxic

« Easily Applied

* Highly Effective

* No Adverse Effects

j TA.HGETTHE SOURCE
fu

=

EIFTEIUFI PAIN

L]

ﬁ HI{}IFLE}.
P * LASER THERAP-

g avel] L Ay Py Pl i
L
L

Burnsville, NC

(628) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

One Day With God

By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mitchall Countias

And b will furn the hears: of farhers to their children
and the hearts gf children fo their fathers. (Malachi 4:8)

Fresh from an inspiring three-and-a-half-day special
event with veluntesrs leading a Kairos Prison Ministry Fe-
treat, the Comnmrmmity Funded Chaplain®s attention 15 now
directed toward the next major event that falls within the
parameters of regponsibilifies associated with this positon.
That event iz known a3 One Day With God.

Cne Diay With God Camp at ARMCT (Avery Mitchel]l Correctionsl Instinstion)
iz scheduled for Septemnber 28, 2019 and is an opporiumity presented to offenders
who qualify to participate to spend an entite day within the gates of the instm-
fon inferacting with their children Ome Diay With God Camps sre conducted by
Forgiven Ministry Inc. out of Taylorsville, MC. Thev recruit and rain volunteers
to lead thess cmmnﬁngqnﬂy&mdamﬂmrmhsungm-
ries for the children and their Dads. Games, -
mgmg,tdunsﬂntﬂm:hﬂﬂrmndﬂm:m
sipn, recreational activites ants and oafis and
miore keep the day moving, with a focus throngh-
out on forming commertions and HAVTNG FUN!
T have personally been pressnt for several of
these camps and have wimessed the remarkable
power of (o to provide memorable moments
that sustain the children and the fathers for
mipnths on end!

These camips are made possible through gra-
cions contributions of tme, money and effornt
given by those who want to belp these children
receive the Blessing of their fathers! Churches, -

Forgiven hinismry
PO Box 117
201 Macedonia Church Foad
Taylorsville, Morth Carolins 28681

You can find them online at forgivenmimistry.org and they are also on Face-
book! But for AMCT to have a One Day With God Camp this year, we need for
caring people to belp us! We peed financial donations (can be sent directly to
Forgiven Minisiory) or made to;

High Couniry Prison Ministry
PO Box 161
Crossnore, MIC 28614

Please mark that your donation is for the One Dy With God Camp at Avery
Bdrtchell Comectional Insamton!

Thank you so much for kelping us make this day a gift to these children and
their mcarcerated fathars! God Bless You for belping make the Truth of Balachi
46 awailable in ways that will change the lives of all who are present on that day!

O, if you would like more infonmsation contact Chaplain Jody Griffin at joseph.
riffin@ncdps. gov

Jody Griffin iz pastar of Central Baptizt Church in Spruce Ping and Communiy
Funded Chaplin af Avery-Mirchell Correctional Instifution.

roRTE

ASHEVILLE ELDERLY AND DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRI. 7-:00 AM - 4:30 PM
CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving rthe Community”™

Trips for June

« Thursday, June 6- Farmer’s Market & Harbor Inn-
Asheville
« Friday, June 14-Marion Thrift Stores & Countryside BBQ
» Friday, June 21- Hobby Lobby & Culvers Restaurant-Arden
» Friday, June 28-Walmart & Tommy’s Restaurant-Weaverville

www. bremews. com
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Life Lessons

By Dioug Harrall
Mirchell County

Determining our reactons to these things aronnd ws and
the things that we are dealmg with on all levels in our lives =
makes s0 much difference in our everyday lives. Char outlock 55
is one of the things that we can determine. We cannot always
conirol the deck of cards that we are handad in life, tat how
we play the deck makes all the difference in our intemal joy
and peace of nund. "We will face hardships, family challemges, sickness, death,
jovinl moments and soorow filled days m our lives. The crtical thing that I have
found to be nrv refuge is to get in the word each moemine and concentrate on the
promises of God found there. For this Life Lessons I want to share a couple of
oy daily devetions from this past month. As of today, I have published a daily
devotion on socizl media for 499 days straight not missed a one, and T koowr
many of you have read them buot mamy do not have access to my Facehook page.

We sarve a great (God, one that cares and lowves us EVERY day, not just oo the
zood days. Yesterday [ was starting o bale hay and the baler broke belis that wrap
the roll of hay. Dowm for the connt with abont 20 acres of hay oo the ground! The
choice is to Zet totally upset and stressed or to go with the fow and work toward
zetting things put back together and moving oo with a change of plans. We control
our atittude. Simations do not control nnless we let them. With God's help, we
can remain upbeat and look forwmard, even when we face daily challenzes. Psalms
138-14, “Twill praise thea, for I am fearfiully and wonderfully made: marvalows
arg iy works, and thar sy sewl eowerh right wall.” Psalms 139:17-18, "How
precious aiso arg thy thoughiz unto ma, O God! how grear i the sum of them! [

T zhould cownt them, they are more in number than the zand: when I awake, T am
sl with thee. ™ When we focus on God's love for us we become sware that all
things do work for good for those that lowve Him as is =xid in Romans Dhon't swest
the soall stuff that happens, give praise for the things around yon and tust God to
see you thronzh the valleys. God is good, 5o good, all the time!

I read and rerezd Pzalms 37 several times this moming and it really made me
stop and think. If T am not careful, T will watch the news for a few miputes, and
it will zet me totally imritated with the mess going on in our coumty and the world
around us. Psalms 37:1-11, "Fret noi fhyself becanse of evildoars, neither be
rhow @mvious aeainst the workers of iniguity. For thay shall soon be cut down like
rhe grass, and wither as the green hard. Trust in the Lovd, and do pood; so shalt
thou dwell in the land. and verily thou shait be fed. Delight thyseffaiso in the
Lord: and e shall give thee the desires af thine heart. Commit thy way wito tha
Lord: frust alzo in kim;: and e shall bring it to pasr._And ke shall bring forth thy
righteousness as the light, and thy judemant az the moonday. Resr in the Lord, and
wail pattently for kv faof not thaelf becauze af him who prosparath in kiz way
becauze af the man who bringeih wicked devices fo pass. Cease from anger, and
Jorzake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise fo do evil. For ewidoars shall be cut
off: but those that wait upon the Lord, thay shail inherit the earth. For yet a lifle
while, and the wicked shall mo? be: yea, thou shalt ditigently consider hiz place,
amid it shail not be. But the meek shall imherit the earth; and shail delight them-
selves in the abundance of peace. ™ It is critical that we believers stand firm on our
conwictions, that we not bow to the demands of the world, that we let others cee
Chirist in our Ives each day It is also critical that we're not overbearing and prowd
in this stance but huowble, vet resilient, umwavenng, but mesk in the Lord. We can
digazres and in mery cases, we most stind np and do this, but not do it with an-
zer but true conviction. MMake surs you are on the right path and stay true to God's
holy word as you travel the pathoray of life today.

Lifa, It is really all about Jesus! We as mortal buman beings are going to have
challenzes i life and straggies that are beyond our sbility to handle. There will
be circumstances over which we have absolntely no control and the only aveme
io peace in our souls is in the name of Jesns. Yes, we need to keep our heads up
and move forward, but we can oaly do this by sumendering to our Lord and Savior
and laying our burden om His shounlder. Manthew 11:28-30, “Come unto me, all ya
that labour and are heavy laden, and Twill give you rest. Take my yoke upan you,
and learn af me; for I am meek and lowiy in keart: and ve shall find rest unfo your
soulrs. Farmy yoke it eazy, and my bumden s lighs. ™ Pray without ceasing. trost
in the Lord with all your heart, mind and soul. Mdathew 6:31-34, “Thergfore fake
mo thought, saying. What shall we eai? or What shall we dring? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For giter all theze things do the Gentiles zeek:) for your
haavanly Fathar knoweth that ve have reed gf alil these riings. But seek ye first the
kimgdom of God, and hiz righteowsmess; and ail these things shall be added wito
you. Take thargfore mo thoueht for the morrow. for the morrow shall taks thought
Jor the things gf itelf Syfficient unto the day iz the evil theregl, ~ Cur worldly
cares canse us sirife. Our minds canmot wrap around things that happen to us and
our families af times. Spend time in your prayer closet and lay vour burdens at
the feet of Jesus. It is all about His grace.

Doug Harrell iz a Hfe-long rezident gff Mitchell County, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Fuarms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Bapiist Church.
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- BYTERIGTE PAR BETHG A SRRAT FALDR .
« ENSTR 18 BE “FLANETISN™ 10 LOOX IN THR JUI0RS -
«LEQENDARY POR A BOLD AND DELITIONS FLATOR «

South Hwy 226

Spruce Pine, NC
Spruce Pine Shapping Canter

828.765.9151

" The Broken That Geto Em,cf::z

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
ACREAGE = COMMERCIAL

EQUAL HOLBANG
GFFORATUMITY

South of 1-40

i ;:r.r!l-l'-!"

W | e e

3800 Sugar Hill Rd. |
Marion, NC 28752 =

Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Reallor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy YWhilsonReallyv.com | denniswas WhitsonRealty .com
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Get Away the Right Way
By Dan Qurolle
Burke Courty

Without a doubt, our culare is way too basy. Every 7
dayy. we find ourselves scrambling in 8 mad dach agaimst
time to attemnpt fo sccomplish more than we will most (IS
likely ewer be able to accomplish Ir seems that every | #
time we tarn around, another deadlime is loming around (I
the comer. We fimish one just to face anether, and the
daily gond continnes.

God designed our bodies with the need for Test. -
He created the world in six literal twenty-fonr-hour days and then rested oo the
seventh. Obwiously, God was not fatigued ffom creation, bat He exemplified the
importance of rest and instimted the principle of working six days and resting oo
the seventh. This is how God desizned our bodies to fincton

In addition, JTesus also ifind throwghowt His lifetime the need to simply
“mat away from it all. ™ Matthew 14:23 describes a time “when ke had zent the
mfﬂmfﬂnmhwmhpmumdninapm:mm:mduﬁmi'nhﬁ'ming
wias covad, he war there alone. ™ At other imes he instructed his disciples, “Cooe
v yoursalves apart indo a desert place, and rext a while: ﬁ:rahmmuum'
coming and gomg, and thay had no 3
letizure so much as fo ear” (MMatthew
31} Clearly, thers were times when
it was necessary to gef away o obtain
omich needed rest and relaxation.

Adost people look forward to the
summer months becaise it provides
one such oppormamity. Whether itis a
trip to the beach the mountaing, or some other favorite destination such tmes
are often greatly anficipated becsuze they prowide ws with an oppormnity to “get
away.” These times can be great sources of encouragement and strength 3 we
take 3 nmch-needed break from the stress of life.

However, we nuast avold the ease of taking a break from the things of God.
We can be assured that Satan does not respect our thme away from it 21l and take
2 week off from trying to tempd us to sioof min our testimony. Furthenmmore, it is
possible o gain physical rest bat remain spirimally malnourished We nmst oot
allow ourselves to drift fiom God, even when we are oo vacation. This sumomer
&5 vou et away, I challenge von to do 50 the nght way. Determine to spend soane
quality time each day with the Lord in Bible sudy and praver. In doing so, you
will get away the rzht way and experience the benefits of doing so.

Pastor Dan Guralle is pastor Morganton Baprizt Church. Check ns ouwd on our
website wsw morganfonbapiist. net or find us on Facebook and TouTube.

* Foster Care
« Safety Assessments

Farkway Playhouse Presents:
The Dixie Swim Club

Ey Hunter Taylor

Tancay County

Bumsville, NC: Five Southern women, whosa
ﬂ'lmdshlprsheg:nman}' years ago on their collega
swim tearm, set zside 3 long weekend every August o
recharge thosa relationships. Free from bushands, kids
and jobs, they meet at the same beach cottaze on Morh
Carplina’s Chater Banks to catch up, laugh and meddle
in each other’s lives.

Performances will be held on June 1st, Tth,
8th, 14th, and 15th at 7:30pm. There will be
matinee performances oo Jone 2nd and Sth at
3pm. Tickets ranpe from %11 for children o $22
for adulis. All performances are at the historic
Parkway Playhouse thestre, located at 202 Green
Mfoumtsin Drive in Bumsville, WC. Tickets can
Box Office (opea 1-5pm Thursdays through
Samodays), calling B28-682-4285, or by wisit-
img parkwayplayhouwse com. This production is
generonsky sponsored by ProPat LLC,

For more information about Parkwray Play-
homse, inclnding performances, classes, and vol-
unteer opportunites, please call B28-682-4285

.Iwmm.-!&ﬂama aor visit the Parkway Playhouse webszite at wan.
vl Rioberta Whiteside.

Humter Tqplor &= the new Coondinator of Education af the Parkbway Plagyhouse.

For I know lim, thar Ire will command
his children and s hensehold after
lim, and they shall keep the way of the
LORD, to do justice and judgment; that
the LORD may bring upon Abraliam
that which hve hatlh spoken of Iim.,
Gremesis 18:19

Ready to make a dlfference"

Mitchell County DSS is currently looking for solution focused, family oriented
professionals to join our team. Now accepting applications for...

The NC siate application can be completed and emailed 1o DSSapplicants@mitchellcounty.org

Leadership opportunities available!!

Mitchell County DSS ¢ 828-688-2175

* Income Maintenance
» Quality Assurance

wrarw brenews com
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Association for Gravestone Studies to Meet at Gardner-Webb in June

International Organizstion Plans Lecures, Guided Cemetsry Tours and Other
A ctiviti

BOILIMNG SPRINGS, H.C.—The Association
for Gravestone Smdies (AGS), an intematomal
organizatien that promotes the stady of grave-
stones from historical and arfistic perspectives, |
will lold its annusl conference at Gardner-Welib
University June 25-30. The event includes lec-
tures, an art exhibir, guided cemetery tours, slide
presentations, exhibirs, classes, and doonmmenta-
tion and conservamnon workshops.

Dr. Iune Hobbs, GWT professor of English,
director of Undergraduate Fesearch and the Fay
Webb Gardner Endewed Chair of Sudent Suc- |
cess, is 3 member of the ssseciaton. She suboit-
ted a proposal for WU to host the event and
iz helping to coordinate speakers and activities. ’ B
She and conference co-chair, Dr. William Hard- Jm.mmr;}mg
ing, are expecting nearly 125 people to amend  Hophs with the Doriz Marie
and have received reservations from members 0 Sgpyard stone on the campus of
Australia and Canada. the University of Fndiana.

“Members of the associstion are a diverse
group.” Hobbs observed “We have some artists, art historians, literary people like
me, and people who just like all this staff. The prestest living tombstone scholar is
amurse She has writtsn 3 great desl and is very knowledgeabls ™

Hobbs became a member of AGS in the 1990, when she was working on a
book about bymms by American women. “T took a tour of Sunset Cemetery in
Shelby (W.C.), and the most startling thing to me was standing i foat of ooe of
the ¢lder stones I saw a slightly revised version of Fanmie Croshy's “Safe in the
Arms of Tesus,"™ she recalled. “T had an epiphany that the culmre I was stndying
wia hymns was also the culhare of the gravevards.™

She searched the intermet for cemetery studies and fonnd the AGS website. “T
sent in a proposal for a paper and went o my first conference and made the best
friends of my life ™ Hobbs shared.

She is a past member of the AGS Board of Trustees and served as editor of
“Miarkers: The Anmal Joumal of the Associstion for Gravestone Stdies™ for
eizht years. In 2017, she received the 4GS Hamiette Memifisld Forbes Award,
presented sromally to an individual for exceptional service to the field of grave-
stone stadies.

Highlizhts of the AGS Conference st GWU include tours to Oakdale Cemetery
in Hendersonville, W.C., and Riverside Cemetery in Acheville, N.C. Oakdale fea- )
tures the angel that inspired the title for Thomas Wolfe's book, “Lock Homeward L
Angel * Wolfie's father was a stone carver, and Riverside has 16 of his carved

Protection
you need,
service you
deserve.

e

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 1919-201%!

Q FORTNER

INSURANCE AGENCY

[ f

wwrw forfierinsurance, com

2+ BUSINESS dﬂfﬂ-gﬁ’ﬂﬂm

INSURAMNCE

stones that are signed. The Wolfe family is buried there, and it's also the resting
place of 0. Henry.

Tours are also planned o Sweele Creek and Elmword cemeteries in Charlotte,
M.C., and to Sunset Cemetery. Participants also have the option of sttendmg a
cmmmmpmMm at Sunset Cametery.

Dir. Joyce Browm, GWLT professor emerita of English, is the keynote spesker

Lectures throughout the wesk will explore the symbolizn of pravestone carv- H“Eﬂ EAH[HA

ings, tales about gravesites, and other historical topics. An ant exhibit on cemetery

mﬂmcm Enﬂmuh&majgpﬁl;_mmﬂmmmmgt INSPECTION SERVICE

a ET, paintar shome CArver, BEEett, 3

pher and graphic designer. o COMPLETE SEWER £ DRAIN SERVICE
Confersnce regisiration is open to the public, and participants may register for « VIEQ CAMERA INSPECTION

part or all of the event. The affernoon and evening lectures are free to attend and = FLEMEING BEFAIR

will keld in Twcker Stmdent Center The full schednle and more mformation is « |INE LBCATION

gvailzble at warw gravestonesindies. org. Fegisiration deadline is May 25, « TRACKHOE Woix

Christian, liberal arts university, Gardner-Webb emphasizes a strong smdens-cen- o FAMILY UWNED AKD DFERATED

tered experience and rigorons academics to prepare students to become effective
leaders within the zlobal conmmmiry. Iznite vour fiture at Gardner-Webh edu.

I have no greater joy than te kear thar my children walk in roeh. 3 Tohe 14

AVES Th backyards and th
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Young’s Tractor carrys the complete
Kioti line of tractors ranging from
21 Hp to 115 Hp

7166E US Hwy 19E
Burnsville NC 28714

828-675-4365

youngstractor@ccvn.com

Denison Forum

The Surprising Legacy Of Doris Day:
Why Service Changes The World
By Jim Denison

Dipris Mary Amn von Kappelhoff was bom on Apnl 3, 1922,
Encwn to the world as Doris Day, she recorded §50 songs and !
sppesred in thirty-nine feamure films.

She was voted Top Box-Office Female Star for four sitaight
years during the 1960s. Her television appearances spanmed
from 1949 to 2009, 5he received Lifetime achievement awards
from the Grammwys and the Academy Amvards. In 2004, she
was swarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

However, her death yesterday at the age of ninety-seven was not smmounced by
2 Hollywood studie or record Label—it came from the Dioris Dy Animal Founda-
tion. She had & passion for animals that bepan in her teenaze years and lad to her
creatimg the Doris Day Pet Foundarion, the Doris Day Animal [eagne, and the
The Eiller who became a servant

Om the opposite side of the social specooum, Christopher Smith grew up in CEk-
land, where be played with a girl in his neighborbood named LoEshe Lacy. Her
first name was a combination of two words from Wigerian dialects that in English
mean “to love” and “Life ™

Smith came from a dysfuncrionsal family and spent Gime in foster care befora
nmming with local gangs. On October 20, 1997, sesking fo avenze the shooting of
one of his friends by a rival gang he spotied a car he thought was driven by one
of hiz intended tarpats. He and three other rang members opened fire

He did not know that LoEsha was inside. He learned the newxt morning that e
had killed his childhood friend

Sentenced to teenty years to life, Smith began attending group mestngs in
prison. He told CHM that be began examining his behavior and the harm he had
done. Once he bald himself accountable for his actons and could forgive himsslf,
he says, “1 felt like now I conld go from being an offender to being a servant.™
Then came the day in April 2018 when LoEshé’s father, Donald Lacy, met with
Smith and forgave him Lacy Later suppored Smith’s parole. Both are mow work-
ingz om ways o help hurting people

Aprcording to Lacy, “This life and this world can be so nmch better if we just all
put a little more effort into being compassionate. ™
Are vou Hoshea or Joshua?

In Wumbrers 13:184, before Moses sent the taelve spies into Canasn He re-
named Hoshea (“he saves™) as Joshua (*“Yabweh saves™). Joshna later led the chil-
dren of Israe] to follow God's command in crossing the flooded Tordan River. He
led them to march around Jericho, trusting God for its destmaction. He led them
into the land God promized them through Abrabham (Genesis 12:1-3)

At every step, “Yabhweh saves™ was the theme of his life and leadership.

Yo and T roest decide whether we will be named Hoshea or Toshua. Whether we
will depend on ourselves or oo God. Whether we will sesk o serve oursalves or o
SETVE O SEVIOT.

Two ways to be Hoshea

Ome: We are Hozhea when we serve others to impress thern with osur service.
When we give to the needy, Fesns taught us to “sound ne Fumper bafore you, as
rha hypocrite: do in the ymagogues and i the sreers, that they may be prazed
Iy arhars ™ (Matthew 6:2). When peopls praise us, an insidicus tempiation is to
deflect theit praise with the bumnility that impresses them with our bomility.

T We are Hoshea when we serve others to advance oursabves.

In WMumbers 14§, Moses confronts an nprising that wonld heave cost him his lead-
ership and the nation ifs fuhure (v 1-3). Among the rebel leaders were Levites
who were called "t do service i the tabernacle of the LORD and to stand bgfore
rhe congresation to minister fo them ™ (v. 9. Mow they wanted to replace Aaron as
hizh priest (v 10-113.

In oy years 2= a pastor, I knew people who would do anything to serve the
church. Hevarever, their larger motive was to nan the church they served.

How being Joshua serves Jesus?

In today’s readimg in My Unnost fior His Highest, Oswald Chambers states that
we are saved “mn order to manifest the life of the Son of God in onr mortal flesh ™
How? “It is the disagreeable things which make ns exhibit whether or not we are
manifestimg his life.”

When circumstances are easy and everyone treats us with respect, it is easy to
be kind and gracious in response. But when people demnean ns and we serve them
amyway, they see that something is different about as.

As Jesus said “Blezred are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sonz gf
Grod ™ (Matthew 5:00.

Seen in this light, Chambers notes that oppormnities for seifless service ars “the
means of manifesting how wonderfolly perfect and extraordinarily pore the Son of
God is."

“Evervbody can be great becanse anybody can serve”

Yon may never become 4 movie and singing legend. Hopefully, you will never
need to forgive the killer of your child But your life can still change an eternal
spul and glonify your Lord.

As Marmm Luther King It noted, “Everybody can be great. Bacause anybody
can serve ™

The way to know whether you are a servant today is to see hbow vou respond
when you are trested like one.

Jim Dgnizon PhoD) speaks and writes on cultural and confemporary issuwes. His
daily colummn is diztributed fo more than 113,000 subscribers in 208 coumtries.
See more on the webzite www.denizonforum. org. Copyrighted and printed by
parmission from Denizon Forum,
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Gardner-Webb University
Fishing, Failure and Resurrection
By Tracey Jessup

“Simon Peter said to them, Tam gomg fishang. " They said
fo kime, "W will go with vou. " They went out and got tnto the
Boat, bur that wight they caught nothing.__4ffer this he [JFe-
sus) said to him [Pater], "Follow me " -— JTobn 21:3_ 19

I lowe the cutdoors, bt I do not consider mopsalf an
outdoorsman. [ have never lnmted and [ am not skilled at
camping (except for the backyard vamety). Growing up, I did go fishing every
once-in-a-while with my dad and older brother, and I vividly remembser the last
timne [ went fishing. My s0n was o elementary school. One of his best friends
was guite the cutdoorsman and had a birthday party at a catfish lake not far from
our home in Boiling Springs. Because I was close friends with the father of the
birthday boy, I was invited to taz along. I had not planmed to fish, but was glad 1o
b there since my son’s fishing experience was very imited to say the baast. The
boy's prandfather announced that he wounld give a dollar to each child when they
cangie their first fish. Almoest 85 soon a5 their lines hit the water, the kids excit-
edly beran resling in the fish Once the fish were safely on chore the srandfather
took an individual picture of the children with their prize catch, all of which wese
catfish of a respectable size. Then, after the fich were released info the water, the
erandfather, as promised, gave each child their dollar bill.

Against my better judgment, [ was lured (pun intended) into the fishing expedi-
tion. After what seemed like several numutes of not getting a bite, I finally felt a
mg on ory line. Mot to be outdone by the kids, I prowdly began reeling in my owm
prize catch. Soon, the laughter of kids filled the hanks of that catfish lake as they
saw the smallest crappy fish in the history of fishing dansling from the end of my
line. Fecomnizing this Kodak moment, the srandfather asked me to pose for the
camera. [had to turn the fich horizentally simply for it to be seen in the picre.
Then_ as if to put an exclamaton point on my friled fiching exoursion, be reachsd
into his pocket, pulled out 2 dollsr bill and hended it to me.

Today’s scriphare records a fishing frip, which believe it or not, was a bigger
faihoe than mine. Following the news of the reswmection and even kaving seen
the risen Lord, Peter and the disciples remmed to their boats, fished all night. and
canght nothing. Jesus, knowing their fxilure, calls to them from the shore and
encourages them o iy the other side. When they do, they are unable to haul in
the catch because it was so large.

I am convinced that after amriving on shore, Peter vividly remembers the eyes of
Jesus seeing his earlier failure — not a failure fo carch fish, but a faihare o identify
himeelf as a follower of Christ He had bragged "Though all become deserters
becauze of you, I'will never desers you .. Even though I'must die with you, Jwill
not dey you ™ (Matthew 26:33, 35). But three times the people challenged him
&5 one who followed Christ, snd each time Peter dersed even knowing Jesus. But
now, in spite of Peter’s failure, the reswrrected Jesus stands oo the shore with the
same imvitaton extended to Peter only 3 few years earlier by the Sea of Galilee.
And in spite of our failures, the resurracted Fesns issnes the same invitation to us.
“Follow me."

Prayer; Lord, thank von for your grace and mercy which offers us a second
chance. regardless of our past and regardless of our failures.

Dy Tracy Jessup serves as vice president for Chreiztian Life and Service and
senior minister fo the University. He iz a graduate qf Gandner-Wabb with a B4
i Music and earned kiz M. Div degree aif Samjford University’s Baeson Divinity
School. He completed hiz Ph D, af the University gff Nebraska-Lincoln. He alto
feaches in the undereraduate department gf religiows studies and enjoys the ap-
portunity fo sarve the local church throngh inferim pastorates, pulpit supply, and
preaching revival services. He and kis wife, Teresa, ke two children, Chriztian
and Anra.

Marlene’s Meditations

Hidden in a List
By Marlene Houk
Burke Couny

1 Corfmthians 2-10 “But God hath revealed them wto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yeq, the deep things of
God ™

by short-resd book, named Hidden in a List, emerged from
& siudy of the list of named wromen in the Bible as revealed by
Herbert Dockyer in his book, All the Women of tee Bible. Their
names wesve in and oot of the tapestry of Scophme, some famous, others obsoored,
and mesmy whiose stomes are comjomed. But, disgudsed in plain sight, three secets march
2ross tins gt And their power has the potential 1o sbolish fear, vangquish inseourity, and
establish a legacy.

Have you ever pead a hist snd reslired sorpething sisnificant or foond hidden puchires
m a sketch? Or, perbaps you've looked at old famdly photos that meant nothine ool te
comments by a relatve bronght dem o lifs.

Lists mdicate inyportant informstion An articks on woew bbcoont mmmacks a resson
belind the prices of a popualar list, the mem Tt says, “Tran haafsky, 3 professor of com-
putational ingustics &t Stanford University, pecfonmed a shady test analyzed the wards
and prices of §50,000 dishes on 6, 300 memns. He fmmd that if longer words were nsed
o describe a dish, it tended to cost more. For every letter lonzer the average word leagth
was, the price of the dish it was describing went up by 18 cemts (14p)”

The articke goes on to reveal a secret to increasing sales by 3,500 oo & mema list The
following is a description writien by the Britsh retailer Marks & Spencer thar inchades a
pudding: “This is nod just 3 pudding, ™ one adwvers declared. “This is 8 melt in the middle,
Belzian chocolate pudding served with extra thick Charme] Tsknd cresm ™ Secrets in
lizts are indsed treasures to be fumd.

God has desizned listz in the Bible toymoover sipnificant tuth, and one of these is
2 list of mamed Bible women . Subtls messames emprpe among thesr names. IF shadisd
enoush gliremers of powerful seoets shine from amid e soatcin folds of boredom.
These secrets zrapple with the issoes of life. And when applied, they win the battles of
an:zer, Wiy, and confusion every tine.

These names in the list range from thres letters to the lonzer wormen's names with
twelve letiers, bt all indicate the importance of names from God’s perspective. And the
mpst sipnificant implication of their names being recorded is that they point to the “neme
showe all names" a5 declared m Prslm 89 which says,

“Q LORD our Lard, hows excellens &ty namie in ail the
aarth.”

Sometimes, smdying this lst fozether and stening to
others’ comments hedp us to understand winy God would
have emibed within 3 simpls rollcall of Bible wromen.
ransforming mathe. As He has opdsined when we delve
o the Word of God mgether, hearmz a nmiltmde of
ViewWpoms and perspectives apens many maths fous. Like
leaming 3 new mstmment canses us © hear its oam unigque
vioice among the mamy littng strains and catchy mnes of
our favorite mnsic, so leaming these secrets I CONMUTMTITY
ignites the Hame of passion for Scrphae. And thiz fiech
new msight ravels omwand, creating a legacy of etemal
value.

Tomest comfess. This artiche camonfiazes the treasures hidden i the bet of named
Bible women revealsd in my book. A1 three secpets drift throweh this article, thimby
vedled within these waords. Shoobd yow want to read Hiddemw in a Tist: secrets from Bible
wiomen, enjoy your joaney of discovery!

Mariene Houk iz @ regular contributor to Blue Ridge Christian News. Her pacsion
iz fo delve deeply info the triths gf Bible women and to discuzs those in Bible

Studier called Backstage Pacs to Bible Women. She and her husband dizscover jay,
nuriurg, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehoukimbelisouth nat

See Us on Facebook
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The Inspiring Word

Standing on the Eeal Thing

Dir. Terry Chesk
MeDowell Coungy

I amn probably giving away my age but hera goas. T
remember the 1970's and an old Coca Cola commer-

ctal The sofi drink advertized itself as the real thing.
That was 3 very effective conmmercial for Coca Cola. It
was on TV for a long time. Many people believed Coca Cola was the real thing
when it came o soft drinks. Trath was, Coca Cola was only one choice amongz
many. Jesns isn't like that, He is the real thinz and the only choice for etemal life
and salvation from an eternal Hell. This month lets look at “Standing on the real
ﬂ]jn.E..I:

2Corinthians 4:8-0 e are troubied on every side, yet not dirtressed, we ang
parpieced, but ot in desparr. (9 Persecuted, buf mor foesaken; cast dovn, buf mwot
desirayad,

Are you familiar with the term “knockoff™ If you are, vou know it is an imita-
tion of an awthentic product. Many of our designer clothes, handbags and watches,
for example, are being copied usimg cheaper materials and processes; they may
look anthentc bt they certainly are not. Arguably everything in our life can be
imitated using cheap and unsatsfying knockeffs. Have you ever considered Chris-
nanity as having many knockoff'sT These knockoffs of Chrstianity pop up like
weeds in the buman landscape. In posonoeden America many people are drawm
info and engaze in 3 boens proclamation of a cheap gospel that weskly Dmitates
the real thing The fme zospel iz easily recogmized when we accept the Bible as
the inerrant inspired word of God. The oue gospel must be proclaimed by people
whose lives have been changed by a personal relatonship with Jesus Christ and
reffect its truth, through our life as messenzers of that salvation by grace throngh
faith in Jesus Christ. Then and only then can the real gospel have a real proclama-
tion and impact.

True Christiznity can also be identfied by persecntion. We're all familiar with
persecution by execution. However, dunng the twenteth century in America per-
secution evolved fo develop and embrace the praciice of secial cultoral and eccle-
sigstical mansformation. From govenunent and theplosical figures, to sporis and
entertainment celebrinies even Universities and Seminaries began to attack with
infent to ransform fimdamental Christiznity. This resulted in new presidents and
laws like Roe Vs, Wade and marmiage and divorce laws which no longer reflected
the suthonty of the Bible. Abortion became legzl on demand . while mamiage and
divorce became a legal contract instead of a spiritual commitment. Bfan may have
interfered in Gods design’s, but we did not chanzs God’s Word.

The Theplogical lapdscaps was changed also. This change I personally believe
made the most damazing impact to Amercan culture. With the invasion of libaral
theology m the late 19th and early 20th century came a fondamental change in
the way people read their Bikle. The fallacy of no longer accepting the Bible as
inerrant or mspired became engrained in Amencan chuoches, Today a great deal
of America wronzly views the Hible as a book of nrvih's and stomes. In fact, the
Bible accurataly describes everything froan the creation of our planet and nunan-
ity to our fallen sin natore which has led to the missties of history.

All of these and many more can be considered knockoffs of Christiamity. They
may fiow well in the atheistic classropm, but they lack any real substance. There
is nothing in them to benefit humanity. Mavbe a short motreational lecturs thar
requires refreshing on a regular basis. We too often pay someone to do this under
the heading of religion There iz a better way and a permanent way, bt it is 3 nar-
row way. It is the real thing, Fesns Christ

A Personal relaticnship with Christ will result in 3 ransformed life that reflacts
the fme gospel and its power o lead others into that same saving relstonship with
Jesus Christ. The character of a truly bom again Christian reflects the grace and
mercy of God through Jesns Christ and the promdse of the only all knowing, all
powerful and ewver present God to redeem manking from the death of sm.

Crime cormption and deception are nimming rampant 3cross our naton. Drgs
and alcohol seem to have a stronger grip on ws than st awy other tme in history.
More troubling is the impact thess evils have mads in our charches.

The true church is challenged today like it has never been challenged m history.
The devil no lonzer comes af ns kead on, today be comes to church and sits down
HMODE 15, TEmptmE s to pursue a knockoff version of Fesus Christ. Tt may be
liberal, or it may be legalistic. Either way it will lead us down a road that takes
us farther away from the Lord, when He wants us to be closer to Him. There is
nunch more o be said about Tesus being the real thing. But time and space have
brought us to another conchision. It is ooy prayer that something has been written
that encourages your walk with the Lord. Unfil we meet again erther in print or in
person, may God bless vou. Eeep the real thing, Jesus Christ, the most inmyportant
thing in your lifs!
midmisiry. Tou can contact Terry by email at theinspiringword @ gmail com
O by vizitimg www. themspiringwond. org
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Bear Archery
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Burnsville, NC 28714 828-678-9929
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The Rest of the Story
By Doug Harrell

I think this was the only event on the farm with Chint that he really wanted to hit
mie betweaen the eyes, and T cannot say that T wonld have blamed him gt all. T prom-
ise it was all imintended! We wers pumiping the manure out and Clint lified the
intake nozzle ont of the manure and we lost suction, snd when I mmed to ook to
see What was happening I tumed the cutlet toward him, at abont that same mponent
he reinseried the intake in the hquid, goess what happened?! Liguid mamare blew
from his chin I have never in oy life seen such a mess. God help me at T conald
not help it langh! Cn fo live another day.

The Funny Farm
By Clint Pollard

Wy of you have written or called shout Clint's Chrooi-
cles on the Funny Farm. It seems that yon take great plessure
i oy many foildes and near —nuizses with danger. Also,
somme of you question my veracity — that would be TEUTH
telling — regarding these tales. A couple things yon shonld
kmow: clearty the Lord is protectng me from myyself and the
myTiad monsters and events that seek to smaff me out; and
these stories are absolutely tue (pot to say I don't exazgerae
a teemy tmy bitg ) Mow get a load of this.

Ancient Cow Manurs!

My friend Dioug, along with yours truly (Farmer Clint), set out one balony nioom-
g 0 ConSmact 3 new crifter cloats. or cow mmmsl or cow fonnel. or whetever it iz
you call the slender litile space where cows unknowingly go before they meat the
head-gate. Ya know, this farming business gets wmcky if 'n you don’t know what
you'te doing so Ity to stand back a wee bit when we fackle 3 new challenze.

MNow one would imagine that constmacting a namow chntefunnel fonne] wousld
be siniple, some 274°s, 4365, ¥ phywood, screws and eleciric screwdriver, and &
2-ton head gate. Simple enough, nght” Wiong answer!

¥a see the choice location for our construction project is the “Aumt ae Bam®™,
5o called after Aumt Bise Byrd (Dong's Aund). An aside, I've learned ower the Last
Ay months that Doug and Barbiars are related to everyone m Mitchsll Coanty
and beyond. 5o, if vou'te kncal pleass feel free to drop by for dinner wath vour
distant relatives, awytime g Really, tell Barbars that Farmer Clint sent yon.

Amywray, the floor of the Aunt Wize Bam is not a floor, of conrse. (Even I know
you dom't put floors in a bam, what dya think I'm simple™) So, the fioor is really the
ground, but in this bam it's not really the sround because GEOUTHD IS DIET. Oh
oo, we can't have dirt zround on Harmell Hill Fanms — this GROUND is 100%% cow
patties, about & feet deep and st keast 100 years old

Mow you are likely saying, “5o0 what is your probiem, Fammer Clint? Hundred-
vear-old cow pies mmmst be fimm and packed dowm! Tme enoagh . unless the tn roof
of the barn has holes in it the size of Haley's Comet and we've just had forrential
raing. Another question I have for the Lord some day, how come it doesn't rain
when you need it on the crops, but it pours when yon have to dig in cow manara?

As we walk — actuslly slog — into the bam if is clear this will be a story for the
azes. ['m talking knee deep in ancient cow mamire, so thick snd gpooey I can harely
Lift ome foot in front of the other. And nanrally, when I take a step the bovine feces
splatier all over me and the sumoumding area.

Dxomz has anodher brilliant ides; we will submerge a small bilze pomp i te
lignid dung and pips it nght out the window. [ am constantly amared the ingemrity
required to be a farmer. . bt I'm learming =0 very much!

Manmally it 5 MY JOB to old the linle pomp under the water/prehistoric
mastedon dunz while Dioug props the bose on the windowsill. That was working
Just fine il T allowed the pump to nse slightly losing its vaounm. With a look of
fustration and disdain Dious tumed to tell me to hold the pump deeper in the mock
and mire.

As be sddreszed me (3 bit too harshly in my opinion) the hoze pipe dislodzed
from the window and took dead zim ar ME. I dropped the pump info the shidze,
cansing it to suck even harder, and T was hiastsad with tee full force of 2 cow ma-
mure firshpsa! [ was immediately blinded; I ingested heaven only knows how noach
graimy, puirid cow droppings; oy ears filled to overflowing. . I was totally deloged
by an E-COLT shower! I dared notf scream lest I swallow a tferminal dose, T conld
not mn 35 my folly submerged boots seemed forever wvacnum-held a foot below
the surface dung. My shint was bursting buttons, oy pants beaped hirh, petrified
mamire dopping from my hair, . I thought Doug was going @ pass out! Once be
finally regained composure he FINALTY simed the mamare stream back out the
Window.

Gasping for ar [ looked at my friend *“Ya know,” I szid *3f aoy other nomem
on planet earth did that to me_ they would die rght nosar!™ With that crooked smile
and 3 twinkle in his eye, Dioug replied “Yeah but it's me ol And we are friends.
Wnna go have some unch™ (Lanch? How can anyone think abont hinch afier
that? Hmnnom, s;mded like a good idea to me.)

Pemming o the farmbonse I began hosing myvself down, bose dowm noy shire,
down oy pant legs, head to toe, when Barbara pesked out the door, “What are y'all
doing™" she asked “0h, just got mio 3 bit of 2 mess,™ I explained “snd don't want
o drag it info the bouse.” Doug chuckled, “Pollard, you are a mip!™ Indeed T am.

Comic relief on Harmell Hill Farms, once azain I dodged a buller — death by
e-coli emersipn. Thank vou, Lord!

Humbled m the Hills,
Fammer Clint
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THURS., JULY 4TH - 5AT., JuLY 6TH

FREE ADMISSION - Thursday, July dth

Friday, July Sth -

ad Clay Revival
Freewheelin Mamas
Meah Proudfoot & Botanicals Band

Saturdar, JITE7 (A0 © Emcee- 92.1FM The Big Dawg

100 Boughman

2:30 Cil:y Rhythm Jazz Band
4:00 Maya

£:00 Jams Performance
5:20 Dinner Break

&6:00 Gotcha Groove

7:30 Love Canon

200 The Cleverlys

Sta #+2

1:0 Love Canon [i
300 Butterbeans Band

5:00 The Meighbors Band

JULY STH-6TH

FREE ACTIVITIES
» Train ride « Volleyball
» Tractor Hay Ride

= [nflatables

= Corn Hole
= Beanstalk Playground and more
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Hope and Wait

By Timodhy Trom
Burke Coumty

“But {f we hope for that we see nat, then do we wiih
patience weit for it Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our g
infirmities. for we buww not what we showld pray for az we [
oughy: but the Spirit itze]f maketh intercession for ws wirth
Eroanings which cannot be uttered. And he that zearchath
the hearis noweth what it the mand of the Spirt. because
he maketh mtercession for the sames according fo the will
af God “-Fomans 8:25-27

Through the lnsh vegetation, he pushed. Behind him, darkness and danger had
pursued him like demons from another realm. There had been mamy near missas;
monents when it felt as if the very life had been sucked from his longs. As he
nearad the edze of the jungle. the Lizht from bevond beckoned, like a welooming
host waving their gnest home.

He was so close.

Each day as be had neared the edge of the dark realm be could fieel the zrnip
of death lessen. Each new day, there was an incressed hope. like that of a child
expectant of the excitement of opening their gifts on Chrismas moming. At
first, the feeling was haraly noticeable but a5 the sound of relesse from beyond
the mfirmaries of bondaze slipped sway, ke conld feel a growing anticipation of
eagerness sir within his blood.

Yet, he could not ses what was o come.

He thonght back to the verse which echoed in his mind like the raptor’s call
off the nearby canyon walls, “But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with
patence wait for it.” A chill passed through his bones as its meaning resonated
with his soul.

Evil had stalked him like a dark predator, walking in the shadow of each foot-
step. The mmitimde of workload and soess it placed upon his life was nearly to the
point of an unbearable burden. Yet he pushed on; praying for strength, pndance,
and wisdom every waking moment. There were times when his foot would slip on
the path and the weight of those shackles wounld throer him to the ground. Esch
fime he would moan wmder bis breath gritting his teeth as he pushed upward,
looking for what little ray of hope that flickered throngh the somber canopy
above. Cmestions clonded his mind as Satan sttempted to confose him, Tying o
distract him long encugh to make hito lose his way and give up. When the roar
of nmoult wonld overwhelm kim he would pause, bending over and bolding his
knees as he songht air to breathe, like the fizhter pausing betwesn rounds; then he
wiould drag his weary frame back info the fray.

Each time he gained momennum, as if the clonds overhead had pared and a

Lift Chairs

by Med-Li & La-z-boy

Featuring:

= | ifetime Frame and
Mechamsm Warranties

= Superior Construction
« Hardwood Frames
= All Steel Mechanisms

Many styles & colors
now in stock.

FURNITURE § COMPANY

274 OAK AVENUE = SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA 28777
PHOMNE {B28) 765-5557 = FAX {(B2B) 765-5b58
whww. peoples-turniture.com

STORE HOURS: 8:30AM TO 5:30PM - MON. THRU SAT.

znd humilisted by

whar all was said of his inescapsble ineptimdes as Satan med to make him fose
courage. The tannts would oot him o the core, as if the prince of darkness knew
what mattered most and would nse those words to slice his soul to the very mar-
row of his existence. As be lay upon the sod, barely breathing, the darkness wonld
leave, feeling accomplished for what it had done. Behind it, the man closed his
eves and prayed in a whizpered breath “God, I need you like never before If this
is the path vou want me to take. then show me the way. If this is not, then show
me the door to take for I cannot do this, nor have T ever done this withoat you. ™

As the man’s face looked up ffom the earth, overhead a flnorescent atterdy
lit npon a branch of forest fern nearby. Amongst the desp recess of the darkmess,
its radiance lifted his spirit momentarily, like the wings of that msect, fhattering
upward, then gently floating away. He could feel his oo soul fse npon the occa-
sion, and a temporary moment of repose wammed his being. He closed his eyes
and pressed it mto his memory, for it was the only reprieve from the oppression be
had known it some dme.

The days would fum inte months,

Each new month bronght the repeated episode of the man being beaten down,
azain and again unfil his health began to deteriorate. It seemed as the dartkness
was winning But the man had not pst faith and in his faith thers was eternal
hope: a strenmth greater than the darkness conld compete for the sates of hall
could not prevail against it Bach day, his jonrmey brought him closer to the end,
and each day, victory was nearer than before,

Satan knew he had won, bat as he watched in earnest, he conld not stop the man
from confinwing to move ooward, never siopping, never giving up. He used every
means possible to stop his progress, kot nothing seemed o dissuade the man from
his point of focns. It was if he had another life within that the darkness could not
peneirate; 3 light wirthin,

As the pathway neared the end, the man felr his spirit begin o soar. Each new
day. each new breath the life he once thought had sone was now retorming bt
unlike ever before; clearer, more vivid, more alive than ever before. It was as if he
had died and was bom again.

Dieath bad lost its gop, and his victory was with God, throngh Christ Tesus.
Finally, after what seemed like an efemity, the edge of the deep wood opened, and
there before him lay the vastmess of eternity. The glory, in alll its spleador, was
mare than his mind could grasp. Tears filled his eyes as the expanse of beanty
flooded through his eyves, warming his soul from withot, to within. The marmow
of his being had besn infused with something greater than any feeling he had
previously known, as if an agzpe love, charity for which no expression could be
summoned, tonched an inmer precept that be had pot known vmii] mow.

The words fipoded his soul like the voices of a thousand waterfalls, whispering
2 roar vt his being, *Well done. zood and faithfnl servant "

The man sat and wept a5 God welcomed him into the fold, for his heart was
now healed

We may never know the joumey someone is on in this life, nor the fmbulations
troush which they are struggling. We can each in our own way be a ray of hope,
& brilliant butterfly to their being with nothing more than a smile, 2 warm wel-
comme, or just simply a kind hello,

Seek to emipathize with your peighbor, colleasue, or family member. Fempem-
ber, . And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth whast is the mind of the Spirit
because e maketh infercession fior the samts according to the will of God.™

Smile, and be patient, for, in the end, hope will guide yoo
it opens, it will be the will of God.

And most mportantly,
Thanks be to God.

Timothy W Trom iivez in Collermille, NC. with hiz family. He is the formar
Director of the Trail of Faith in Faldeze, where he still voluntesrs and helps with
fours. He mow feaches Math full fime at Wateuea High School in Boonwe. He i
the author gff a mew Chriztian sertes, "Children of the Light ™ with the firss book
baing, "Bruecke to Heaven, ™ and kiz recens book, beimg the second, "The Light in
the Darkness. ” He @5 an actiwe blogger, artist, and musicion. Timorhy also kas a
B3EE from UF, and is a Lay Speaker. He can be reached ar twiron@iive.com
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The National Day of Prayer 201 5

By Monica Henley-Eritz
Mirchell Connty

The 2019 Madonal Day of Prayer celebration in
Sprace Pine began on Thursday, April 25 with 7 days
of repentance, lesding up to the Mational Day of Prayer
Each day was a focus on 1 of the 7 areas of influence
our nation. On Thursday, the focns was on the mdlitany,
and the featured speaker was Preacher Daniel Whetstine,
our Aszsociatnonal Missions Director, We opened with
omisic and closed with a time of prayer. Om Fniday, the focis was on basiness,
and the speaker was Pastor Jason Enitz. The specis] tme of music was shared by
Wendy Ellis, a5 we falt the presence of THE LORD, and we had a special time of
praver Saturday’s forns was on education with the speaker baimg Pastor Brandon
Pitman as well 25 Preacher Josh Forbes. Wnsic was provided by Eric BMoore, and
we prayed together in a prayer circle, lifting our vedces up o GOD. We didnt
mest on Sundsy, ut local churches were encouraged to have a prayer tme de-
voied to the area of the charch. Monday was our 5th day of prayver, and the focus
was oa the government with Pastor Steve Williams speaking. The music was pre-
sented by Fritz and Joy Youngz, and we closed with our prayer circle. The family
was the main focns on Tuesday. Pastor Bobby Joe Green was the featured speak-
er, and mmsic was provided by Brenda Fopes. We closed in comnmnity prayer in
repentance for where we have failed GOD o this ares of our naton. The Tih day
of prayer had a focus on the media and was spoken of by Pastor Rocky Branch,
Preacher Diallas Fenfro shared a song and once agaim, we closed with 3 drcle of
prayer. Each day was so unigque in its’ ovm way. A common thread seemead to be
mvmmmﬂmmmcmﬂamessageufaxmg:E:EImemymg_ Char hesri-
falt thanks go ont "

o all who partici-
pated and attended
I ouly believe
every heart and life
was touched for
the betier!

On Thursday,
A=y I we held
oo gatherings at
Fiverside Park in
Spmce Pme 12:00
noon and &:30
pam. The 2019
theme was “Love ;
Cme Another”, and the theme wverse was John 13:34, where JESUTS says, ©.
love one another; as I kaee loved you, that ye also love one another ™ Tllell oo
service began as I welcomed all of those in attendance. We were 50 blessed to
hawe Tri-County Christian School to come and share songs with everyone. Aleds
Buchanan sang the solo, “King of the World “, and the school sang topether as a
group, “The Answer”. Fain had bemon to fall but that did not deter those sm-
dents and teachers. ‘They sang with all of their hearts in praise to THE LOBRD and
hopefully, the music rang ont over our beautiful town. Cur Sproce Pine Mayor
Drarla Hardimg was in sttendance and led everyone in the 2019 MNational Prayer for
Ametica. What 2 sweet sonnd echoing in the park, going up to GOD. _ prayers in
umison! It was made even more special, when we realized that the same prayer
was being prayed all across our naton! Then Michsela Murdock sang and plaved
the song, “Who Will Go to America”™. Toward the end of this solo, 3 lond clap of
flnmder rang owt over our celebration. Some were stanled, but sooe commented
that GOD was applanding. As [ spoke, I reminded those gathered that we need
o tarn to GOD in repentance. asking HIM to forgive us for leaving our first love,
{as HE spesks of in Fevelation 2:4} .. our first love being HIM. This fime. we
had a large prayer circle, and we linked anmes in 3 symbol of unbroken unity and

The 6:30 pm pathering began with besatiful sunchine and wanm tempers-
tures. Katis Blair, a stndent from Bethel Christian Academy praved THE LORDs
praver and did so from ber heart. Fritz and Joy Youngz lad us in worship and
praise music and helped to podnt our hearts to the real reason we were there_ . to
praise (O, repent of our sins, and call oat o HINM for help sand gnidance for oar
fowm, our state, and our nation. Mayor Darla Harding once agaim led us in the
Mational Prayer for America, a5 we all prayved with her. Prayer was our closing,
and it seemed that oo cme was in a nury to lesve, which really touched our bearts.
A special thank you is extended to Fason Erntz and Diawson Yelton for their sound
set-up every day, and thamk yon to all those who helped them with liffing and
loading and imloadng.

5o, a5 we go about our day-to-day businesz whether it is in the workplace, or
in the school, or in the market place, or even in the homes. ket this be oor motho. .
that we love one spother! This world desperately needs to see GOD's Lowa!

Mz, Monica Henley-Eritz, Connty Coondinaror for the Nationa! Day of Prayer
Azzociational Prayer Coordingtor Monica is a member of Crabires Chapel

Baptizt Church, where Jason iz the pazior

And he arose, and came to lus father. But when he was vet a great
way aff, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell
on his neck, and krssed im. Luke 15:20-24

Amd wihen ye stand praying, forgive, {f ve have onght against any: thal your

Farher alze which iv in heaven may forgive yor yonr mespasses. Mark 10:25
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The Colors of 7,
|
Crossnore Fine Arts Gallery represents regional painters, sc ~and fine crafts persons

who want to take part in benefitting the children of Crossnore School & Children’s Home.,
Join us for ane of our Summer Gallery Shows and come see the colors of hope.

Ao 15 the Place
Artist - Anne Harkness
Thursday, July 11, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Sacerdt's aense) seed’ in Silver and Gold
Artist - Rachelle Davis, Jewelry Designer
Thursday, August 1, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

A Long Distant Z¢sn

Artist - Bryan Koontz
Thursday, September 12, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

o7

@
CROSSNORE

fine arts gallery

205 Johnson Lane | Crossnore, NC 28616 | (828) 733-3144 | www.crossnoregallery.org
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Btll.v Graham Evangelism Association

Today's Apostasy

By Billy Graham

Fecently I have been sdying a word that is used,
sometimes carelesshy, by many Christians today. Itis
the word apostasy, which comes from the Gresk apos-
tasia. The English word is derived from tao Greek
words. Putting them together they mean o stand
away from™ or “to abandon™ one’s faith.

Most people think of an apostate as 3 person who
hzs denied the theology of his faith. But the Biblical
teaching about apostasy goes far deeper than that.
The “fallmg sway™” mentioned by Paul to the chorch
at Thessalonics indicstes that apostasy affectsad every area of life. The word is so
strong and o emphatic that it sugpests a complete breakdown of morals, ethics
and spirinality.

Panl wrote, “ That Day [the day of the Lord)| will nof come unlazs the fall-
ing away comes first™ (2 Thessalonians 2:3). The context of this passage would
indicate that “the falling away™ refers not only 1o the sbandonment of intellectual
belief but also to an abandenment of morals and an shandonment of the love that
is to characterize all Christans at all fimes.

Panl nzed the same word azain in 1 Timodhy 4:1-2, “Now tha Spirit expmesziy
Says that in lotter tmes zome will depart from the faith, siving heed fo deceiving
spirtts and doctrines of demons, speaking fes in hypocrisy, having their own con-
science samred with a hod iron.™ In hiz second letter to Timothy, he wamed: “For
the time Wil come when thay will not endire sound doctring, but according to
their own desires, because thay kave fiching ears, they will heap up for themselves
feachers, and they will furn thelr ears meay from the fruth, and Be furmed azide fo
Jables ™ (2 Timothy 4:3-1). Motice that Paul spoke of ears that do not want to hear
the math because they love their lusts and imrmoralities so mach

“I AM CONVINCED THAT A TEEMENDOUS BATTLE IS GOIMNG OF IN
THE MOFAL FEATM SATAN WOREING THROUGH SOCIETY 'S DBSES-
SI0 WITH SEX, IS CAUSING EVEN MANY CLERGY TO FALL. THERE
ARE MANWY WHO OMNCE WALEED CLOSE TO CHEIST, WHO EMNEW THE
IOY OF 5IMS FORGIVEN, WHO CARRIED INFLUENCE WITH THOU-
S5AMNDSE OF FEOPLE, EUT WHO FELL TO THE ANCIENT TEMPTATION OF
SATAM."

Panl listed the types of sins that these people who fall away will f2ll into: “But
ko this, that in the lasit days perilows fimes will come: For men will be lovers gf
themsahves, lovers gf mongy, boasters, prowd, Dlasphemers, dizobedient to pavents,
urthankful, unboly, wieving, wyfbreiving, slanderers, without selfconirol, Brutal,
despizars gf good, fraitoers, headstrong, haughiy, lovers of pleazure rather than
lovars of God, having a form of podiiness but denying s power .. always learn-
ing aned nener abie fo comé fo the fmewledee qf the truth ™ (2 Timothy 3:1-5, T).

What a pichare of thousands of professing Christians todsy—people “having
& form of godliness but denying its power.” This is a pictare of Satan releasing
apainst the chorch all the disbolical powers at his command The main objective
of Satan against the church is to create a “falling away,” 8 decline of moral and
spiritual power.

As T have smdied this word in the Scriptures, [ am convinced thet there are
three kinds of apostasy that Satfan is perpeirating agzinst the church.

First, there is moral apostasy. The Bible says, “The whole world fes under the
sway gf the wicked ane” (1 John 5:19). As Christians, we live in epenyy ferrifory;
and Satan’s purpose is to create an aonoesphere of immorality, where even profess-
ing Christians will fall. I am coonvinced that 3 tremendons battle is going on in the
moral realm. Satan, working through secety’s obsession with sex, is causing even
many clergy to fall. There are many who once walked close to Christ, who knew
the joy of sins forgiven, who camied infinence with thousands of people, bat who
fall to the ancient temptation of Satan and sucownbed to his subtery and wiles.

Letters comme into our office every week tellng of the moral dafertion of Chris-
fians who have yielded to these pressures of Satan snd hecoms moral spostates.
The Apostle Peter spoke of this type of people when he =aid, “For if qfter they
have escaped the poliutions gf the world ... thay are aeam entangled @ them and
overcome, the latter end I worse for them than the begimmimg ™ (2 Peter 2:200

Mamy of those who fall victim to moral apostasy retzin their theological or-
thodoxy. Theirs is an apostasy of hife and not of docimine. Like the professors of
relimion in Isaiah’s day, they “draw mear with their moufhs . but have removed
their hearts far from [God] ™ (Isaizh 28-13). Their words, their teachings and their
theologzy are all right. But in their hearts, they are far from Him!

There can be no grester mconsistency than sn orthodocy of words and an
mnorthodoxy of lifs. T know of & professor i a Christian university who is leading
2 donble life; but becmise he iz a good teacher and declares “T believe the Bible
fromm cower to cover,” he is kept on—even though from the point of view of the
Scripmares, be has already departed from the faith.

No wonder Jesus asked, “When the Som of Man comes, will He really find
faith on the earth™ (Luke 18:8). The Bible says, “Even the demons believe—and
fremble!” (James 2:19%. But this doesn’t mean that the demons are saved. Our
intellectuzl comprehension is not epough; it st be backed up by a life that has
been “crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20).

Second, there is theological apostasy. The Scrpnoe says, “Same will dapart
Jrom the faith, giving heed fo decening spiriis and doctrines of demons” {1 Timo-
thy 4:1). In seweral places in the Scrpiures, we are taught that 3 doctrinal falling
away iz a sipn that we are living in the latter times and that Christ’s coming s
relatively near

A bishop in Enpland boldly svsoumeed that he no longer believes in 3 historical
Clirist; an Ameriran relirions leader even went so far as to say that he no longer
helmw;mapersm.ll God. Tragically, this type ufdnubnngandmeuhglcalcun-
fusion kas invaded seminaries and _In of our semimarjes

there is 3 mad scramble for scholarship, and people are sacrificing clear Biblical
teaching upon the altar of so-called scholarship. Many come out of our seminaties
today with no Gospel—ithey are confosed and bewildered. I talked to a sentor at
one of the seminaries who said, “T have been robbed of v faith. I am now undes
peychiamic care.™

The Bible wams that the time will comme when the clhnarches will not endure
spund doctrine. The seven churches of the second and third chapters of the Book
of Revelation represent all the chuarches of all time. The Laodicean clnrch is the
lz=t of the seven Hear what Fesns Christ has to say to this charch® “T lmow your
warks, that you are natiher cold nor kot T conld wish you were cold or hot. So
than, because you are ikevwarm, and nalifer cold nor kot, Twill vomit you ouf gf
My mouth ™ (Revelation 3:15-16).

“IN MANY OF OUR. SEMIMNARIES THERE I5 A MAD SCEAMELE FOR
SCHOLARSHIP, AWD FEQPLE ARE SACRIFICTHG CLEAR BIBLICAL
TEACHING UPOH THE ALTAR OF 50-CALLED SCHOLAPRSHIP. MANY
COME OUT OF OUER SEMINARIES TODAY WITH MO GOSPEL—THEY
ARE COMFUSED AND BEWILDERED.™

This third chapter ought fo be read and pondered by every seminary student
and preacher in the coumtry: It sheos how Fesns visws 3 compromizsing charch.
It sherars how He views a straddling pussyfooting, equivocating, salf-satisfied
proud, blind and poor church. Even though professing wealth and bread vision, in
the sight of God it is naked and shamefal

Thank God that there are still believers and pastors whose knees have not
“bowed to Bazl” (see 1 Kings 19:18). God always has His “seven thousand™ who
remain tree in a time of doctrinal spostasy.

Third, there is pharisaical apostasy. This kind of apostasy is evident in nmach of
the ralimions life of America These are the Pharisees whom Jesus so often scath-
ingly denounced.

He =aid time after time, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, kypocrites! For
you travel land and seq to win one proselyte, and when he 15 won, you make
Famr hwice as much a zon af heil as yoursahves ™ (Marhew 23:15). He said “Tou
cleanse the optside af the cup and dizh, buf mzide they are full of extortion
and seff-indulpence” (Matthew 23:25). And He said- “Wow to you, scribes and
Pharizess, vpocrites! For you are like whitewashed fombs which indeed appear
Beautiful eurwardly, bt imside are full of dead men s bonas and all unclearmass.
Even o you alzo outwardly appedar righiecus fo men, but mside you are full of
Fypocrisy and lmwilessress ™ (Matthew 23:27-28).

The orthodox Pharisess had a pure theelogy, but it was all a shell and a mock-
ery. They had become hard, cold, vicious and revengafol.

There are some today who have become victims of a censorious, critical and
fanlt-fingding spirit. They no longer preach a simple Gospel i the povarer of the
Holy Spirit. They spend their time digging up all the ugly things they can find
shout other Christians. They have forgotten that the one distingunishing mark of
the Christian is love and that “Tove will cover a mulfitnde gf sins™ (5= 1 Pater
43

They produce very litile of the fruit of the Spirit themselves, as listed by the
Apostle Paul: “Brt the frulf qf the Spirit i love, joy. peaca, longsyffering, kind-
ness, poodness, farthfuiness, pentlenass, seffcomimel . (Galatans 5:22-23)

They have lost the toe mesning of 1 Cornthians 13, which gives the definition
of love. Paul wrote: “Though I speak with the tongres gff men and o angels, but
e not love, T have become rounding brazz or a clangimg cymbal. _And though
T have the gift of prophecy, and undersiand all rysteries and all mowiledze, and
though I have all faith, so that I could remonve mountains, bt have mot fove, Tam
nothing* (1 Cormthians 13:1-2)

Then Panl describes what love is: "Love syffers long and = bind; love does not
ey lonve does not parade itrelfl = not pyffed up; doexs not behave rudely, does
Hot seek It own, iz mof proveked, thinks ne evil; does not rgiovce In iniqua Dy, but
rgjoicas in the fruih ™ (1 Corinthians 13:4-6).

How the devil must rejoice when be gets Christians fighting one another, dis-
puting with one another and quarreling among themsalves.

As we see all this making place in the chnarch, our hearts become prieved and
sick. We know that the enemy is at work—denyving, dividing and destroving peo-
ple of God and cansing them w fall away from the Gospel in vabouns ways. Some
of them keep their mtellecmal faith bt £2ll away info immorality or pharizaism,
Orthers demy the farth. and this, too, eventeslly leads to despar and depression

May God help us to tam to Him May we have 3 gpreat revival that will melt cuar
hearts together, bum our consciences and drive ns back to the altar with tears of
repentance. A revival among Christians could change the whole process of history

wwrw. brenews . com

Tune 2019 - Blue Bidge Christian Mews page 19



Milk, Meat of the Word
and the Agribusiness Model

By James Huskins
MeDowell County :

fhai

=

Beal mulk iz delicions, and for thewmsands of years
it was whiguitons . Milk s nse and preservation is an
art form which has blessed us with umteld vareties of cheese and fermented milk
products. Even after decades of anti-dairy lobbying from every official source,
and in spite of the snccess of the daity indnsiry in denaturing one of natire’s most
perfect foods, dairy is stll the mumber one source of protein in the American dist.

Less than a century ago, dairy, along with every other area of food producton,
moved from a mosthy bome-based craft o 2 mostly industrial product. Anne of
Green Gables was happy to milk ber cow before school, but Fosie the Fiveter
was in a hurry to get to her factory job. Is it a comecidence thar the knowledgs
and practice of God’s Word—aspiritual food—also experienced a steep decline as
we handed ower production of phy=ical food to powers and systemns beyvond ouar
knowledge or control? Consider the production of agribusiness milk.

The first step is aconnmiation. Processors blend the produce of theasands of
cows. Some of them pass alons bacteria from nommal infections and injures.
Some milk is contanumated by poor handling The most common contamimant is
bovine feral marer. Fresh milk contains vast quantites of beneficial, probiotic
bacteria, but harmfial bacteria find a fertile host. Acowmatation means that every
drop is exposed to sonething that makes people sick.

Wexi comes pasteurization: cookimg to kill harmifinl bacteria which enter dar-
ing acommulation. This step is necessary in the indwsmial mede], but no ooe ever
admits that cooking also kills the beneficial bacteria, desiroys bealth enhancing
enrymes. and negatively alters or eliminates profeing and vitaming found in frech
raw, uncontamymated milk

After the cooker, milk endures homogenization. The wonderful health-promwst-

Mew selection of American-made

sofas! Genuine leather, fabrics
or a combination.
HUTIHWEST
- Aing
Trading ik 828-765-8261
COMPANY 279 Oak Ave,
l— HaStIam-Sm g pruce Pine, NC
Rt e B sales@awlradingco Mpany.com

www. swiradingocompany.com

YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOINUS FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
303 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE

BURNSVILLE, NC

ing butterfat in fresh cow milk comes o the form of large globules which rise fo
ithe top. Milk fiom our Jersey shows a cream line several inches deep within a few
bours. We skim scome of that cream and turmn it into botter, wee it in coffee and tea,
pour it over fresh St !

The dairy indnstry has decided that cream nmst not separate, so they process
milk i high-speed centrifuzes or force it through micoe mesh screens to break
the far globules into oy bifs thar miee with the milk. This suppesedly makes milk
“raste creamier” but it actually masks bow little cresm is included in “whole™
milk. It alzo breaks up the leukocytes, hacteria, and everything elss resulong from
acommulation so that they are evenly distmbuted. This keeps the “added compo-
nenis” from setiling to the bottom of the confainer as an unappealing shndze dar-

After all the processing, milk is then packaged and marketed. Shoddy confent
is masked by slick presentation. Diminished mutrition is kidden by words Llike
“enriched” or “forified.”

Mow, consider the parallels berween the way we get onr milk and the way we
feed onr faith:

Most Christians have no idea that thedr “belief system™ is the result of acoonm-
lation Bible literacy tests tell us that many regular chorch sttenders cannot dif-
ferentizte batwesn God's Word and idess from Buddhism Shakespeare. Benjamin
Franklin, Eshlil (sibran, The Beatles, or popular preachers. Few believers are
sware that slmost every aspect of popular “Christian™ bolidays is mken directhy
from the same pagan worship practices that caused God o wipe out entire Ca-
naanite tribes. This sordid acoamulation of “spirmality™ is only possible becauss
sincere Christians have allowed someone else to el them what they believe rather
than work o acguire an infimate knowledge of God's Word.

As with pasteurization, many believers chposs to “boil down™ the Word of God.
They find ohjectionable components in scripire. so they zet rid of them The
MNew Testament makes it clear that the oaly way to love God is to kesp his com-
mandments. The Son of God says that God’s Lawr will be in finll force for a5 long
a5 Heaven and Earth remain Yet many believers insist that “zrace™ gives them
license to violate (zod’s clear mstractions for living found m the first five books of
the Bibla.

Homoegenization is 8 piciure of the way believers force random information
through the oy apernme of our limited familiarity with God's Word. We believe
what our preacher said or what we read in a book. [ respect all those sincerely
sttempting to understand and teach God's Word, bat no coe else will stand in your
place on Jodgment Day. The only way o know God's perspective is to read The
Book with an open mind. Mast who read the Bible from the beginming to see what
God says are changed. _

The marketing of faith is a chiche. “Soccessful"™ charches are those with the
largest numbers, the nicest buildmes, the best entertaimment. Fesns commissioned
U= to “make disciples.” Disciples bve 3z he ived Remarkably few “clarch zoers™
sppear to hold His standards.

“Frace™ is the nniversal excose, but grace is not license to sin. Scripture s3ys
that sim is breaking God’'s law. Disciples pursue boliness, not excuses. Grace is
whart allows us to live holy lives n the midst of 3 perverse coliure. God loves us
and offers salvation by grace through faith but He does not save us to Contimee in
sin The rescumding message of the Mew Testament is: “If vou love Me, keep my
commandments.” The milk of salvaton is easy to digest, tur the meat of the Word
tells us that. once we are saved, He insists on ns leading lives of obedience.

Obedient Heart Fellowship believes that the enfire Bible is e mnd relevant.
We accept salvation by grace through faith in Jesns, and we attempt to lowe and
serve Him by keeping hiz commandments. We meet each Sabbath—Seventh
Day—at Abba’s House, 72 South Main Smeet in MMadon 10-00 A b B28-460-
7213

Jim & Beverly Huskin: are members qf Obedient Hear: Fellowship.

Order from:

www. Amazon.com
Bible women reveal
three powerful se-
crets which conquer
insecurities, uncov-
ar vital resources,
and boldly strength-
an our faith.

Paperback or
ebook

www brenews. com
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What Dose The Lord Want From Me
By Pastor Steve Williams
Mitchell County

The Bible says m Deut. 10:12 “dnd now, Erael, what doth
the Laowd thy God require of thee, bt to_fear the Lord thy
God, fo walk in all kiz ways, and fo love kim, and to senae
the Lowd thy God with ail thy heart and with all thy zoul,
F13] To keep the commandmanis af the Lord, and kiz stat-
utes, which I command thee this day_for thy good? ™

Grod defines five basic requirements for His people in these verses. 1st His
people are to fear Him they are to hold Him in awe and live in His presence with
Holy reverence. 2od They are told to walk i His ways, not their ways, but His.
They are not fiee to do their owm thing; they are to follow the road He sets for
them 3rd They are to lowve Him, 1o set their affections on Him and Him alone.
They are commanded to Love God with all their hearr, soul, mind and soength
(Wlzrk 12:30). 4th His people are called to serve Him They are to do His will, His
bidding with all their beinz and be zrateful for the privilege. 5th They are to keep
His commandrments. This iz zood advice for all to follow.

Yo might say “But we are under prace. not the law ™ And T sayv “Amen ™ It is
not sbout what I must do, bur ratker, what I want to do, chooss to do, and desite
with my whole heart to do.

For =0 many Christianity has become a mere infellectal zssent to certaim
beliefs. They have embraced the doctrines withont the docimine embracing them
Faith that mever changes 3 life nor causes one o bum some energy for God is mot
fme, zaving faith. Christ made no apolegies for requining faithiol setvice fom His
children . Jesns guestion is “Why do you call Me Lord, Lord and no? do the things
which I say? ™ Luke §:46. Today, demonsirate that you are one of God's children,
eager to love and obey Him at every time, which reminds me of a story I heard
the other day about petting on the ball The story goes there was a golfer who hit
& ball and it landed om am ant hill The golfer swumg at the ball and missed it. His
club plowed through one side of the ant hill, killing hondreds of awts. He swumg
again, duplicating the destructon on the other side of the ant hill. Sdll, the ball
retnained untouched. Finally one anf cried out to the other ants “if we want to
save pur lives we better zet on the ball™ The work of the church is not fo gramfy
man but o glorify God: The Bible says 2 Conmthians &2 = bahold, now is the
accepted fime; bahold, wow is the day gf sahaiion.™ If's like the ant said we befter
zet on the ball if we expect to do anything for the Lord.

But I say wnio you witich hear, Love your enemies, do good fo thewm which hate
you, Lrke 6:27

SGmpIE Du:r Trfp

CAROLINA

Cmestion of the Month;
If you aren’t going all the way for God, why zo at all?

Words of Wisdom Upcoming Events in Valdese
= Wou can’t climb the ladder of success with your kand in your pocket. B4

= The best place to find a belping hand is at the end of your own amm.  NAA

= Ofbstacles are those temmible things you see when you take your eyes off the Lord.
WA

-]JdEM F:rrme" Market
1 lam-dpm
W Fr:'.'rr i awn

Focus on Father

= Many fathers are finding out that a pat on the back belps w develop character-if
ziven ofien enough, early enough, and long enoagh.

= The family twee is worth Bragging about if it consistently produces good timber
and not just nuts.

= A Child isn't likely to find 3 father in God unless he finds something of God in e 28

his father fiine 28 -

= Whether 3 man ends up with 3 nest egg or 3 goose egg depends on the chick he ik
married.

= Bvery father teaches, socone by what he says, more by what he does, but most by
what he is,

St Williams &5 the Pastor gf Berry Chape! Bapiizt Chuech i Seruce Pine.

CRE

wmfva!d se.com * 555 ‘IMLDESE

Jokn 3:14 - For God so loved the world, that ke gave fiis only begoten Son,
trat whoseever believeth in him shonld not perish, but have everlasiing Iijfe.

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* Hazardous Tree * Hedge Trimming
Removal  Hemlock Wooly

* View Clearing Adelgid Control

* Pruning » Landscaping & Grading

S Epler ServIce * Retaining Walls

* Bucket Truck Service

Certfied Arborist * Insured * Free Estimates

enigMishea s~ (028) 467-1113
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community

Eé?;@ and a greener environment. Q%
Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

KidsnChrist
Valley of Decision
By Alan Griffin

A glow from the sky in the east zives
way to an amber light as moming frac- :
nres the darkness over the Morth Caroling {5
mountains. A BEuffled Timonse is the first
to speak mfo the new moming as sunkbight
from heaven reaches the tops of the high-
ect hills. As the mountain shadows siretch
out of the valleys the dew glistens like
glitter acToss 2 green sea of hash vegeta-
tion. The chipomunk makes ready for the warm glow of the first light, and a turkey
coos softly in the mist of dayspring. Mow I can feel the light on oy face as a
frosty moming empts with life, as it was on the first spring day of creation. Mow,
many years Later, we come to the “Valley of Decision ™

God's creation of the new day has been consistent in nry lifetime. The sun,
the moon, and the stars bave all played 3 dance in perfect umison. The sun mises,
the sun sais, the moon enters the stage in perfect tming, and the stars give forth
their light just like 3 script that has been played over and over again. Stability has
been aroumd a long time, bat that doesn't mean the fimes and the seasons won't
be changing. We are entsring an era of discontent where we will not be able to set
our body clock on the rise of the sun. The birth of penerations is ending, and the
era of “dispenzation of prace™ will closs with the ssund of the tompet from the
seventh angel

The “mystery of God™ that has lasted two thousand years is near its final desti-
naton. Few have chosen to receive the power of its grace, which is so plentiful, o
spectacular, and so inconceivable, and they now walk in the valley of the shadow
of death. Mone of us is able to understand the cost of the zrace that has been so
frealy ziven tous. Even the angels manvel as they witness the outpouring of this
mysiery o such an undeserving proup people that throngh its acceptance becoms
children of God and joint beirs with Jesus Christ Behold whar marmer of love the
Farhar hath bertowed upon ws, that we should be called the zons of God (1 John
3.1 HETWV).

Bom i 3 times of delusion many are confused becaise the law of the land has
distorted the Law of God. The “Law of God™ reveals that we are 3 misershle fail-
ure s & race of beings. Smmfol beyvond measure, vmakle to save ourselves, unable
to please God, we go throngh life with a perpeiual bangover, booncing from one
belief to another. Muiltinades, mulfitudes i the vallgy gf decision: for the day of
the LORD is near (Joel 3:14 T
WETV). We have been siven I
the greatest gift ever to be
offered to any being amy-
where, ver we blindly walk
1 life of unbelief Grace,
unmetited mercy, is freehy
given to all who believe that
Jezus Christ iz the Son of
God. When we receive this
nrysterious gift we become
rightepus in the eyes of God;
3 relationship with our heavenly Father is made available to us through the Holy
Spirit. Through this communion we are sble to bear the tmals and trbulatons
brought forth upon us as we journey through this life.

Ler us thergfore come boldly wnto the throne of erace, fo that we may obsain
muarcy, and find grace fo help us in our fme of need (Hebrews 4:16). Grace is the
medicing a5 Jesus Christ is our cure for all snfferings we encounter hers on earth.
Peceiving grace is just the beginning becanse we become stewards of the grace
of God, bestowing our blessimgs unto others. As every mam hatk received the g7t
@VEn To ministar the same one fo anoither, az good stewards qf the manjibld grace
qf" God. [fany man speaks, let kim speak as the oracies of God, {f ey man minis-
tar, let him do it az qf the alulify whick God ghaes: that God in all things may be
Elorified through Jesus Cheizt, to whom be praize and dominion for ever and aver!
Amen (Peter 4:10-11 BETW).

Mow, therefore, we walk according to the will of God becanse in the past we
walked according to the flesh and no geod came from it Our past fiends think it
is umususl that we no longer mm with them i excessive things so they speak evil
of ns, and they are guick fo jodze ns for our actions. The end of all things soon
spproaches sp we are to be sober, and watch unto praver Above all we are to love
one another becanse lowe covers 3 nmltimde of sine. For we oursahes also wens
someinnes foolish, disobedient, decetved, sevvimeg mary lusis and pleanmes, [ving
i maiice and eny, hatglul, and kafing one another But gfter that the kindness
and love of God our Smior foward man appeared. Nor By works af mighicowness
which we fnae done, dut according fo His mercy He sanaed us, by the washing af
reganeration, and renewing qf the Holy Spirit; which He shed on us abundanidy
threnph Jesus Christ our Savior; That being jusified by Hi grace, we showld be
mande heirs according fo the hope gf eterval Ijfe (Tius 3-4-5 NETV).

Alan Griffin started the Kidsncheist mingsiries m November 1997, He has worked
with tnner ciiy kds for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure that wowld reach peaple gf all ages and has bean wrinng since 2005, Tha
minisiry has expanded their websites o reach around the world, Eidoechrist com,
millenmialchriztian.com, feensmchrist.com, Senlorsacheist.com, Picire-Verse. com,
and zouhwarks-smalleroups.com. W had an ontreach gf over 13,000 000 people
Tzt year with 346,000,000 imprezsions. [ vou have any guestions for dlan you can
reach kim at alan@kdsnckrist.com
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Ministering to the Bereaved
What To Do When You Show Up
By Dennis Love

M Dewell County

Listen to what the Bible says in Job 2:11-13; “Now whar
Job & three friands heard gf all this evil that was coma upon
him, they came evaryone from ks own place... .. JOr thay
had made an appoiniment fegefher fo come 1o MOUr With
him and to comfort him. _dnd when thay Nfted up thar oves qitr gff and keew him
mod, thay lifed up their volce and wapt, and they rent avery ong his mantle and
sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven. So thay saf down with fum upon
the growund seven days and seven nights and none spoke @ word unto kim, for thay
zimw that ki grigfwar very great. ™

Hotice in this teet thar Tob's three friends showed up when he was zoing
throngh a time of deep grief and they basically did thres things.

(1) They wept with him.
i(2) They momuned with him.
(3} They szid nothing to him.

His friends showed up and that is vital for os to do. Bat what do we do once
we get there? Here's some things t0 consider once we show up and come face-to-
face with the person who is greving.

Listen More Than You Talk-—Job's three friends showed uwp and didn’t say amy-
thine. They let Job talk. MMost people process their grief through talking. Heare's
2 quote from a grieving person concerning those who simply showed up and said
nothing.

A couple came over the night of the accident, and the only thing they said was
“I'm soary.” And then they just sat there. They didn’t feel the need to talk, ask
quaestions, or Ty to comfort. They were just there! That was comfort. They may
hawe =aid some things during the course of the evening, at mainly they were
there to listen, not to falk or to give advice.

Weep With Them—What does v12 say that the three fiends of Job did when
they showed up during his e of grief? They wept with him. When you show
up and weep with the person you are entering info their pain with them. It's bet-
ter o cry with them instead of crving for them, Here's 3 quote fiom a grieving

Thad a friend who acually told me she was praying for (od to allowr her to
camy some of our grief. She knew there was no way to shoulbder what we were
going through in the logs of our son, but it was such a precious sentiment that she
wipnld want to shed some of onr tears with ws.

Commit To Be There For The Long Haul-—What grieving people need is 3 few
friends who make it clear fo thermn that they are going to be there with them over
the lomg haul. MNow, you cannot do it all. It takes an entire family of frends or
an entire commmunity 1o kelp nurture a grieving person back o life. One person
cannof be the entire support system for a grieving person.  Simply cormmit to do
something you're good at doing or you enjoy doing. You may simply coommnit
io themn that vou are going o be there for them over the long haal to pray with
them Here's what one grieving person said abowt another person who committed
themselves to pray for therm.

Cme friend told me recently that she has an alanm on her phone 35 3 reminder to
pray for me every day. This made me feel so loved and cared for! When somie-
one says, “T'll be praying for you,” [ don't know if that means oace a day, mwebve
fmmes 3 week, or if they will even be praying for me at all. But to know that I
hawe one friend who spends a few moments every day praying for me—and 1
know she does, because she has an alamm set on her phone for that sole puopose—
that makes mea feel rememberad and cared for.

D Denniz Love is the Senior Paztar af (lemwooed Bapfist Church in Marion, NC.
He and his wife Ticki have been married for almast 32 years and thay have bean
in Marion for almaszt J years. They ke two sonrs and three grandchildren,

Scott W, Murphy, D.M.D,, P.A
General Dentistry for the Family

- We Love To See You Smile!

Monday - a5 ;
L e

(828) 433-1223
341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

Warning Labels!

By David Valls
Mitchell County

Wawy thmes in today's world, we find waming labels K
on many things from bousshold cleaners all the way !
down o music CD'%. and even children's toys. The "
purpose of this is to protect us from potential hamm. L.
dangerous becanse we did not read the warning Labels L
or follow the instuctions.  Mow let's apply this to the
Christian Life (God's word also contmins not only the things that we should do,
bat also things that we should not do. When we don't follow these wamings, it's
oot A question of if something bad will happen, but when! God does not zive us
wamings to be a dictator or to be mean. God gives us wamings to FROTECT
us from potential danger that He knows exists. Many fimes, we do not realize
the dsmzer that we're in, unil we are already in the simation because we simply
do ot follow God's instructions in terms of what to avold. He does this stmply
because He loves us, and He wants o see us be successful in our spirinesl lives
rather than being hindsred by things thar do much more harm than zood He also
does this because if is His desire that we wounld be pleasmg to Him and that we
maximize our foll potential as a Christian. Let us be ever diligent in beeding God's
wamnings.
Dunid Fallz attends Middle District Freewill Baptis? Church i Buladean. Tam
Jrom Mitchell County. T have been the adhiit class Sunday school teacher for the
past 13 years.

Christian School seeking teachers and
assistants PK2 - 6 grades beginning school
year 2019 - 2020. Apply now by sending a
resume including your contact information

to PO Box 521, Burnsville, NC 28714.
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PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

*We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
=Over 150 vears of refail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
=Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™

HOURS:
M-F 8am-7pm
Sat. 8am-dpm
Sun. 10am-3pm
730 E. Main St. - Burnsville

828-678-3914

There ath no templation taken Yo but sech as is commoen fo man: b God i3
Jarelhyful, wive will nof sgfffer yon to be templed above that ye are able; bur will
with the remipration alse make a way o excape, that ye may be able fo bear it

1 Corimehians 10-13

www. brenews . com
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Foothills Baptist Bible College

The Furtherance of the Gospel
By Dr. Tom Walker

There is a very inferesing verse in the Bible as to the
spread of the ospeal of the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians
1:12 says, "But Jwonid ve should undersiand, brethren, that
the things which happened wnte me have fallen ot rather
urta the furtherance qf the gospel.”

It wonld do ws well to look at the context of the verse, that
is our consideration in this smdy. "Context" mvolves the set-
tng of a passage or the contents before and after a stapement. This is the only way
to properly mberpret the Word of God.

The late Dr. Warmen Wiershe gives the following backgroumd on this passage:
"Panl wanted to 2o to Floms &s a preacher, bat instead he weant as a prisoner! He
could have written a lomg letter shout that experience slone. Instesad. he sume 1t
all up a= "rhe things which happened rrfo me” (Phil. 1:12). The record of these
things is found in Acrs 21:17-28:31, and it begins with Paul's illezal amest in the
temple in Jemsalem The Fews thought he had desecrated their temple by brnging
in Geafles, and the Fomans thought be was an Egyptian renegade who was on
their "most-wanted"” list. Paul became the focal point of both polifical and reli-
gious plotting and remained a prisoner in Caesarea for two years. When be finally
appealed to Caesar (which was the privilege of every Foman citizen), he was sent
o Fome. En ronte, the ship was wrecked! The account of that stornm and Panl's
courage and faith is one of the most dramatic in the Bible (Acts 2T). After three
months of waiting on the Island of halta, Paul finally embarked for Fome and the
mrizl be had requastad before Caesar To many, all of this would have leoked like
failure, but not to this man with 2 "single mind ™ concemed with sharing Christ
and the (Gospel. Panl did not find his joy in ideal circomstances; be found his joy
in winning others to Christ. And if his circumstances promoted the furtherance of
the (ospel, that was all that mattered!”

There is no doubt the Apostle Panl was kesnly inferested in the spread of
the ospel message. He said in I Cor. 9:16, "Woe iz unto me [T preach not the
Gospel. " The word "woe”™ is an exclamation of grief; it speaks of great suffering
or sorrow. When the Gospel was not spread and fuothered, it grieved the Apostle
Panl and brought a great deal of suffering to him.

The word "furtherance” is 2 word worth studying. It is iranslated other places in
the KTV Bible as "increase™ or "proceed™. It can mesn to advance or spread.

We, az well, should be very imvolved in furthering the advance of the Gospel
to our Jemusalem, Fodea, Samaria and the attermost part of the earth. Since our
Savior is mterested in this matter, so should every single believer on the earth.

How can we further God's truth showt Fesns and salvation at home and shroad?

By Preaching What We Believe

1 Corninthians 1-21 says, "For gfter that in the wizdom gf God the world &y wis-
diom kmaw not God, it pleased God by the foolizhness of preaching to save them
that beifeve " If we want people mw be saved. we mnst preach or herald forth the
Grospel of our Savior

The lost world thinks our method of getfing ount the message sinnets need to
hear is a feolish way of doing things, Our message is foolishness to them that per-
ish, it to us who are saved it is the power of God (Fom 1:18).

If we do not let the people know shout our Savior, people will not be able o
hear and believe. Since the math sots people fTee, they mnst listen to the fruth
from the lips of God's people. The world thinks there are many ways to Heaven,
bt according to Jobn 14:1-3, there is only one way sccording fo the Bibla.

Faith is something that spreads. 1 Thessalondans 1:8 declares, " For from you
sourded out the word gf the Lord not only in Macedonia and dchaia, but also in
evary place your itk fo God-ward @5 spread abroad; se that we nesd not fo speak
amy thing."

By Practicing What We Preach

Philippians 4:9 reminds us, "These things, wiich e have both legrned, and
recened, aud keard, and seen in me, do; and (e God of peace shall be with
you. " We are to pracoce what we have heard preached and also practice what we

James 1:22 says, "Be ye doers gf the word, and not hearers onl), decetving
your own sefves. " If we do not practice what we preach, the Gospel will not be
furthered. People are looking for folks who will live out what they believe. The
life that is characterized by consistency, holiness snd godliness will have an
ummistakable impact to a lost and dying world. The one who does not live as he
preaches is guilty in the matter of hypocrisy. Hypocrisy points to one who is not
Eemmine.

By Persoading Others To Witness

The reality of the mater is this: the more people we have witnessing, the fur-
ther the Gospel will spread. Because men are lost, we need many telling them that
Jasus saves from sin.

The way you encourage others to wimess is to tell someons shout Jesus before
their eves. By doing so, others will be emboldened throngh the beldness m the
witness that you manifest.

By Participating In A Chorch With Unity

1 Jobhn 4:11 states the following: "Beloved, [ God so loved us, wa ought also to
love one another " When God's people are loving one another instead of fighang
and struggling azzinst one another, the canse of Christ effectiively advances. Ohr
kadgze of discipleship is properly seen when we love one another as the people of
zod

Jobm 13:35 tells ws: "By thiz shall all man buww that ve ane my dizciples, ifve
have love ong fo anothar "

When the outside world sees how the love of God is in ns and works to bring
Chriztians topether, the cause of the Gospel 1= advanced.

By Pladding On Im Spite of Tronbles and Trials

As [ have already mentioned, yon can find a list of things in Acts chapters 21-
28, that happened to the Apostle Panl. These providentizl acts of God furthered
the Gospel canse. If that is tmue in Paul's case, it will be tue in ours as well. Many
things that happen to us seem bad, when that is not the case at all. When life zers
tough, by God's grace, keep on going, and other people will be moved to glomfy
God by vour example,

By Praying for More Laborers

Matthew 9-38 tells ns: "Pray ye thengfore the Lord gf the harvess, that he will
sand forth labowurers o kis harvest " If we want to see God's ssving message
furthered, we need to pray that God will call and send others out to evangelize at
home snd shrozad. This is te least utilized and one of the most important marters
in gur prayer lives. Lef's use our prayers to expand the disomibuticn of the Gospel
ILBSEAZE.

Tom Walker is President of Foothilis Bapiist Bible College and Pastor gf Zion Hill
Bapiizt Church in Marion, NC.

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

M Erie
i Insurance

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.’
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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MY DADDY
By Jay Horwood Baldwin

My daddy’s eyves have seen a lor
My eves are almosi mew

I hope thar I can see the things
My daddy has seem roo.

My daddy’s hands are very sirong
My linle hands are frail

I hope that mine can do the things
My daddy does so well

My daddy’s feer can siand so rall
Mine are just learming to lasr
I hope my feer can _follow
Lp close ro my daddy’s paii.

My daddy’s heart is loving
He's tender and so kind
He wanis the very best for me
All this I hope he'll find

oy is a resident gf Madizon Couniy, where she mow [ves with her hushand,
Immy Jow Baldwin, She iz currently a mamber gf M Zion Baptizt church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previous membar, she calls Forks qf hy Mizsionary Baprizt
Church m Weaverville, “home away from home ™. She is currently singing with the
Gospel Group “Jomahs FPoice" owr of Mars Hill, NC. Her latest song " Homecom-
i will soom be heard By man

GOLF SPECIAL

Grassy Creek Golf & Country Club
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 - Ph. 828-765-7436

Monday’s $27.00

Nort Valid With Any Other Discounts

Yancey Hospice and Falliative Care Announces
New Name toReflect its Growing Geographic
Baai

Bumsville, WC— Wy 20, 2019 — Yancey Hospice and Palliative Care 3
ireasured local not fior profit organization, lecated in Yancey County, announced
that after 37 vears it is changing its name 0 Compassionate Care Western Morth
Carolins

“We are incredibly excited to lannch our new name and oor new logo,™ said
Foonnie Gregory, Chief Exerntive Officer at Yancey Hospice and Palliative Care
“For 37 years, we hawve been providing comfort, compassion and excellent care fo
our patients and their families st one of the most difficult and sulnerable times in
their lives ™

“Over the yesrs, we have expanded our services to areas ootside of Yancey
County in order to provide others with the superh level of care that they deserve
when facing a serons illness. While our physical office is in Yancey, our reach
includes Mitchell and Madison Coumties, as well as, the far northem portion of
Buncombs County. Therefore, we have changed our name to one that is more
inclusive of the entite geographic area that we serve. It is mmportant to know that
we have staff members who Llive in the expanded temitories that we setve. So, we
will have neighbors taking care of neighbors,” Gregory said

The organization has worked to keep its name change confidential up toe this
point to umwedl it to the community cpllectively. The new name logo, snd website
had not been updated for many vears and was no longer reflective of the progres-
sive and geopraphic natre of the orzanization.

The new logo is a carefully considered umigque desizn called “The Star of
Compassion™. This is to refiect the fact that the patients and families served by
the agency are treated like stars and the people who work for the organization
are stars of their profession. Two beld colors were chosen to identify the top two
service lines of the agency, hospice and palliative care.

According to Gregory, “Our new name, logo, and tagline reflect our core mis-
sion of providing compassionate care. We are the mght choice for patients and
families in Western North Carolina wio want to experience the best quality of
life possible for as long as possible. We provide wonderful care when yon need it
mast”

For more mformation please contact
Bionmie Gremary, CEQ
B23-582-0675
ronniegidhospicenfiancey.org

A mew commarmdmend I give nmie you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye alvo love one another. Jolm 13:34-35

Compassionate Care
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Palliative »

Wonderful Care When You Need It Most

Hospice+«Counseling

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsvyille, NC

828-682-96735

ronniegia lrospiceofyaicey.org

www. brenews. com
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By Brace Canmomn
Mfrchall Coumy

“And the peace gf God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keap your kearts and minds through Cheist Jesuz. ™
(Philippians 4:7)

How many times have we been witmess o it7 Troubles
come onr way and greatdy dismurbs ws, only to have God's
peace guickly come to comfort onr hearts and guisten our
spirits a5 He provides His swest assurance that all will be
well

What a blessmpg to know that evervibing thar comes our way is something He
has first-hand knowledge of and experience with! The Bibles identifies the Lord
as our merciful and faithful High Priest The Apostle Paul im Hebrews 4:15 states,
“Forwe kave pot an high priest which canmo? be fouched with the feeling of our
ingfirmities; bt was in all poinis temphed ik az we ane, yat withou! sin. ™

Several tuths come forth from that verse that comfort us. First, Jesus is our
High Priest He intervenes and intercedes for us before the Throne, He is our
advocate before the Throne of Grace fo secure mercy, grace and belp in time of
mouble. Second He who is our intercessor the one who omnisciently and expe-
rientially knows what we are dealing with becanse He experienced all types of
problems and cares Himself Mot only does He know abount our troubles becansa
Hee iz onr Omniscient God, He does also becaise He was i the flech and expe-
rienced all the problems known to man in His own body. Imagine the One who
can belp us nnderstands fully oor problems and cares.

But the best news about His omniscience is in Hebrews 4; 1§ which states, “Let
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to belp in tme of need.” He knows, He cares, and He alzo helps! Heis
ommisckent, but He is also ommipotent. He has a1l power and uses that power on
our behalf

Beejoice with me today that our God knows all our scorows and has all power
o help us in our tme of need. He has promized that He would pever leave ns nor
forsske ns. He will abaays be our help in fime of trouhls.

If yon or your loved ones are experiencing difficulfies, rest with me that Jesns
knoars and cares. Paul said. “dnd the peace qf Grod, wiich passeth all under-
standing, shall keep vour hearts and minds throwgh Christ Jenus ™. (Philippians
4T3

R Bruce Canmon curnently servers as the Senior Paztor of Bear Creek Bapiist
Church in Bakersville. Farmerly he served as Director of Mizzions for the Biladen
Buaptist Association and has served on the General Board of the Bapiisr St
Comvention gf Nowrth Caroling.
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The One Thing We Can't Do In Heaven. . .
By Fev. Joln B. Sorensen

As Christians, we often forns 50 much oo our heaventy
home that we forget we have 3 unique opportanity risht now.
Wimessing is the one thing we can do here that we won't
be able to do in Heaven Jesus’ last conmmand—io fake the
Gospal into all the world—can only be accomplished wihils
we are here on earth.

Eternal life does not begin the day we lesve this Life. bt the day we frust Christ
for our sslvation. So, while living in Heaven im God's presence forever is our
ultimate destmation. we can have lifs shomdantdy right here_ right now. Part of that
abundant lifs is sharing it with others.

Every believer is chatged with, and has the privilege of proclaiming the Gospel
to our lost and dying world. And yet, a majority of those who claim to be follow-
ars of Christ will not even attempt to share the Gospel with another person this
vear They have found eternal fife in Christ, yer they are keeping it to themselves,

Evangeliszm is oot a gift bestowed o 3 few chosen people. As Christizns, we
all have a message of resoue and redemption. If we don't share it, wihere will our
family and friends bear it?

Wimessing begins with sumender. When we surrender to what the Lord has
called us o do, to live for His plory, and to use the talents that God has entmsted
o us for the spreading of His Einpdom, our life becomes 3 witness for Him
People will bepin to notce our surrender lifestyle.

Be yourself. When the subject of faith comes up in conversation, and it shoald
if you are living for Christ, be honest. Share your story of how God kas changed
your life and point them to Heaven. Yon will be surprised how God will nse yon
to reach others.

Ask guestions. Take the lead and initiate conversations by asking a friend howr
they are doing spiriteally. People all around us are struggling, and they are search-
ing for meaning and purpose m their ives. Asking people questions shows that we
care. Flus, we have something we can offer them in refurn: hope in Jesus Christ.
That is the best gift of all!

People ate more open to falking sbout spiriial matters than we think. When we
point athers to (zod and Heaven_ e are flfilling oor mission right now. Thera's
nothing maore rewarding tham knowing that yon are being faithful o Jesus® Great
Connmission and that you bave had a part in telling people how they can go to
Heaven someday. That is something to get excited abont right here on earth!

Rav. Jolm B. Sorensen, D.D. iz the Prezident/'CEQ of Evangelizm Explosion Inter-
national, headguarierad in Arden, N.C. EE has bean a leader in equipping Chriz-
figns fo share their finth for more than 50 yvears. For more fhee fipz and resources,
visit evangalismerplosion. ore.

Get $2,000
toward upgrades

on any new Prefabulous” home

| =

L

NImA D

hmﬂc}s
{EEE} 433-8455 7
1276 Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com

www brenews com

Lk

! =.-":_|-'l

O odily el b B0 ree Beoaves painchiass o Hes potesd rald price wilh amﬁgmrﬁll el b -:J-;':-H_
Jwiany 1, 209 Hwoogh Apn 30, 9. 2000 el owand alter baryer cekscbed opdione or &y reduc B
W bl e e e o e o ondsne el bor in sk e v sntony no del o, B biper salkcted ke
Tei i o ke el bon, o el muie] e S ppd ks Aol keward Baedsr s e pr s rasdalion. Progran nol
i bt o ity LER DL FHA, s ool g sl eyt gy escl 1o o i 0 Bl T it s I il et Tstome
of baryed e vess Wil Sl o porw i, Coval] pmasry ool £ 3l s Lo 8y AT Pt o st
Privgran nesy 1ol b @ o ban s it sy offesr oftar ar prormolion, o i wie e probt Red By b

June 2019 - Blue Bidge Christian News page 26




The BIBLE

By John MoCoury
Hoan Mountain Tennesses

Iz 3 besunful palsce bailt out of sboy-six blocks of solid
marble-the sixfy-six books of the Bible? In the first chapter
of Genesis we enter the vestibunle, which is filled with the
mighty acts of creation. The vestibule gives access to the law f- =3
courts-the five books of Moses-passing thronzgh which we
come to the pichure gallery of the historical books. Here we

find lang upon the wall’s scenes of barttlefields, representations of heroic deeds,
and pormaits of distnguished men belonzing to the early days of the world's his-
tory. Bevond the picure gallery we find the philosopher's chamber-the book of
Job-passing through which we enter the nmsic room-the book of Psalms-where

we hsten to the zrandest sirams that ever fell on nmnan ears. Then we come o . o ._':‘." :__"_I_-:-; 3!

the business office-the book of Proverbs where right in the center of the room

stands facing us the motto, "Fighteousness exalteth a naton, but sin is & reproach
to any people.” From the business office we pass into the chapel Ecclesiastes, and
the Song of Solomon, with the Fose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley, and all
manner of fine perfume and froit and fowers and singing binds. Fimally, we reach
the observatory the Prophets, with their felescopes fized on near and distant stars,
and all diracted toward "the Bright and oming Star"” that was soon o amise.

Crossing the court, we come to the mudience chamber of the Eing-the Gospels-
where we find four vivid life-like portraits of the King himself MNext we eafer
the work room of the Holy Spiriit-the Acts of the Apostles-and beyvond thar the
correspondence ropm-the Episiles-where we see Paul and Peter and James and
Jobm and Tude tasy st their desks; and if you would knoer what they are writing
ahbvount, their epistles are open for all to study.  Before leaving we stand 3 moment
i the cutside gallery-the Fevelation-where we look upon some striking pictares
of the jndmments to come, and the =lores to be revealsd. concluding with an awe-
mspiring piciure of the MNew Jemusalem when the kingdoms of this werld shall
have become the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ!

Az we read the word of God we will find it will AFFECT me— AT ARM me--
ALERT me to the wiles of the enemy. It will BEEAE me loose from the world,
BUILD me up, and BOLSTER me. CLEANSE me, CALM me CONVICT me,
and CHAMGE me. DELIVER me, DELIGHT me, DIFEECT me, WELL in me.
ENCOURAGE me, ENLIGHTEN me, and ESTABLISH me. FEED me, FILL
me, FASHION me snd FREE me. GOVERN me, GUIDE me. HUMELE me,
HELP me, IMN5PIEE me and be IMBEDDED in me JUDGE me JUSTIFY me,
EEFEP me, snd ETNDLE afire within me. LIGHT my path, LIVE in me, MOWVE
me, MOLD me and MAKE me a better Christian. WOURISH me, WNURTURE
me, OPEN my eves and nry understanding, and OVERWHEL M me FERFECT
me FERSUADE me FROVE me, BPOS5ESS me and PROVOEE me to good
works. QUICEEN me, QUIET me, REEUEE me, FEFRESH me, BEIGH in
me. BENEW a right spirit within me, BEPROVE me BESTEATH me REVIVE
me and REVEATL hidden goodness in me. SANCTIFY me, SATURATE me,
SATISFY my longing, SCOOURGE me, SEARCH me, SECTURE me, SEPARATE
me from the world, SETTLE me, SHAPE me, SHAWME me, SHARPEN my
spiritual senses, SHEPHERT) me, SHIELD me SIFT me STILI the strugsles
within me, STABIIFE me 5TIE. me, SUBDUE me, and STTSTATHN me TALE
tnmE,TEA{I{mE,TDU{Hme,TRMNmE,deUFNmE.UNDERERJDmE,
UPHOLD me UPRIGHT me. and URGE me on. Make me 3 VESSEL of honor.
WAEKE me, WASH me WORE His will in me, EXAMIME me. YIELD in me
froits of righteousness. Fill me with ZEAT. for Him. MMy hope is all who read this
article will zet excited sbout reading the word of God daily.

Visit our new website - landbfurniturestore. com
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Bits 'n Pieces

Burkemont Bapiist Church is cumently seeking a minister of music. Burkemont
is located in Morganton, MC. The chuarch has two moming worship services at
830 am and 11:00 am. that are blended in worship style. The church has an
orchestra and is accustomed fo praise and worship nmsic as well as raditional
bynms. We have a comprebsnsive music ministry with nmaltiple choirs (preschool
children youth'voune adult snd adult). We have a drams minvsiry that parmers
with the nmsic ministry and participates in sessonal productions that are often on
& larpe scale. We are looking for a man of God with 2 Master’s Degres frown a
seminary of like faith and 3 man with 3 beart fior ministry that goes beyond mers
talent. Please send resumes to lane@urkemontbaptist org.

Catawha BEiver Bapfist Association - Woald Changers will be coming to Mor-
ganton, WC. Faly 15-20, 2019, Bundreds of students from around the coumiry

will participate in mmitiple mission projects around the area for famdlies n nead.
This year @ record number of siadents have sipned np to come o our zres. We

are going o be needing churches to belp feed the mission team's hinch each day.
Clharches will provide lunch for 8-14 people. four consecotive days at the team's
desirnated construction site. We will also nesd woluntesrs to help at the school
where the stdents will be honsed. There are mamy ways to get involved. For more
nformation or to vohmieer call the CEBA office at 3284370137,

2019 Waldensian Fesfival - Since 1974, on the second Saturday in Aungust,
Valdese hosts an annual festival to celebrate the "Glorious Fetum” of the
Waldenses from exile in Switzeriand to their native walleys in the Cottian Alps of
Ttaly in 1689, This celebration is mirrored around the world by other Waldensian
comomnities. The Town of Valdese contimies to improve the Waldensian Festival
each year and make it coe of the best fesdvals in the state of Morth Carolina,

The 2019 Waldensian Festival will concenirate on unigue crafis, great food, and
fop-gquality enfertzinment. To achieve this goal, the committes contimes to search
for wonderful artists, food vendors and entertamers from aroumd the country.
Choosing participants that will come together to make an nnforgettable festval.
The 24th Anmal Waldensian Festival will be beld on Augnst @ & 10, 2018,

2019 VENDOR. APPLICATIONS AVATT.ABIE MOW!

AMorganton Seventh-day Adventist-Burke Coumty - Jamii Kingdom Bible
School will take place Fane 24th- Tune 28th ., fom 600 p.m. — 8:00 p.m., at the
Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Clhuoch, 'EET Temestown Foad, Morganton,

HC. "For more information, Like us on Facebook @vicrganionSeventhday Ad-
ventstChorch”

Teown of Valdese Concert Schedule

2019 Season Linegp:

Tane 7: Diirty Grass Soul

Fane 14: Emily Minor

Fune 21: The Mizghi Move Band

Fone 28: INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION & FIREWORES DISPLAY
Little Johnmy Trailer Trash & Ulimate Eagles Tribute- On the Border - Eagles
Tribute Band

Fuly 5: Sontreind

Faly 12: Shake Diown Band

July 1%: The Troe Grass Band

Faly 24: Tony Bailey Band

Anzust 1: Skaterink Tukebox

Anpnst @ & 10: 44th Avnmal Historic Valdess Waldensian Fastival

Friday Might Entertaimment - Cassette Bewind & Gunp Fiction

Satarday Entertaimment - Gary Lowder & Smokm® Hot

Angust 16: Carson Hill

Aungust 23: To Be Armoanced

Angust 30: Concert Series Finale Celsbrztion — Tim Clark Bamd

MicDowell Coundy

New Communify Ouireach Benefits McDowell Families with Children
Teens for Chrst B.EA R Closet
(Baby Equipment snd Resource Closet)

mning Wednesday, Angast 1st, 2018 the vouoth proup st Cross United Dieth-
odist Clarch located at 85 West Cross Steet in Marion will laonch 3 new ont-
reach ministry benefiting families with children The owtreach will be open the 15t
and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 4:00 1o §30 pm. and the ?nd and 4th Wednes-
days 9200 to 1100 3.m For more information or if you sre mterestad in voluntear
opporimities call (E28) E03-8720 or emasil TeensforChristBE AR closetigyaboo.
COmL.

Clinchfield Bapfist Church - Clinchiield Baptist Church will be celebrating it's
104th homecoming on Sunday, Seprember 15th. We will be having a concert by
“The Taylor's", during our moming worship service beginning at 11:00 am. We
hope yon can join ns 3t 1150 East Court Strest in Manion, B.C

First Bapfist of Marion - The Children’s Committes is creating a library for the
children and families with the chorch and daycare. We are accepting donations of
new and gently wsed books for children of all ages and reading lewvels, as well as
resources for parents. The donations will supplement the selection of books cur-
rently on hand. Please leave donations in the main office. Thank you!!!

A 75th Commemoration Service will be held on Fune &, 2009, at 100 pm 2t
the Historic Carson House, Veterans of McDwowell County will be honored at a

pamotic program sponsored by the Amenican Legion, McDowell High School,
Greenlee DAR. and the Historc Carson House. For mors information contact the
Carson Honse st §28-724-4048,

Vacztion Bible School Fune 24-28 2019 MMore information to come 003!
Vacation Bible School will be bere soon. We need volunteers to help with crafts.
Eids will work on age appropriate craft projects all week long. Special art skills
are not required for this position. Ses Christ or sign up on the bulletin board if
imteTesied. .

AcDowell will Host 4-H District Activity Day - On Saturdsy, hme 15, MCCE-
McDowell Comnty Center will host 4-H Dismict Activity Day. 4-H District Activ-
ity Diay 1= a long-lived Extension tradition where 4-Hers from across the West
Dristrict will come together to compete in 4-H Presentations.

We need your belp! This actvity is a large umdertaking that requires vohm-
teers. Let's show our western 21 counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee

Cross AMill United Alethodist Church - Cross Mill United Methodist Chuorch will
have an all-you-eat comniry breakfast for a 55,00 donation on Samurday, June 15th
from 7-10 am. The church is located at 85 W Cross 5t just past Blue Fidge Ter-
race Apartments in Manon

Craoss Mill United Methoedist Church in Marion is now accepting donations of
HNEW items for an uproming fundraising suction. Procesds from the saction will
o toward ommich nesded chorch building repairs and our 247 Sharing Food Panmy
Ministries. Amy business and'or individual donsticns would be greatly sppreci-
msed Call 2E-460-9257, 818-442-8098 or 828-503-790.

Adth Annual Mopntain Glory Festival Mow Accepting Craft Vendor Applica-
Hons

Samrday, October 12, 2019, 9200 AN — 5:00 PRI

hiarion - Where Main Soeet Meets the Mountains

Vendor applications for Manion’s largest craft festival are now beimg excepted.
For 36 years, beantifol downtown Marion has hosted this popular celebration
on the Ind Saturday in October This year make plans to be part of the Festival,
Samrdsy October 12th, 9-00 AM - 5:00 PRI

Visitors will be looking for orizinal kandicrafts on Main Sorest three main
blocks. Feanmed will be 150 craft, food, pon-profit and sponsor booths of lecally
made arts and crafis; festival foods aod local wines mnd beers. Plus, twio stages
presenting Mamon's fnest musicians.

Diom’t miss the smomal Mountsin Glory Chalt Show meide the McDowell Arrs
Comncil The quilt show is the gallery's feamred, October exhibit. The kids will
have fimn in the "Children's Arens" with hands-on actvites sod local enterain-
DT

Yom mizht even ses Bigfoot, Maron's Official Animal!
The festiwal is sponsored by the City of Marion. For festival imformation wisit
wwnminelory fiestival com or call 828-852-2215.
Liver Mush Festival, Ram Sireet Marion, Samrdsy, Fune 1. 5:00 PO — 0:00 P
Liver Mush Eating & Hog Calling Contests.
Inflztzbles for the kids. Free Liver Mush sandwiches.
Great coumtry mmsic and rock classics by Foadmmmerz.

For more mformation csll §52-2215.

Mitchell County

Grassy Creel Baptist Church - Grassy Creek Baptist Church will be having
Vacztion Bible School Jone 24-28 m the Family Life Center  The thems is “Floar;
Life is Wild, God 1= Good!™ Eids are fnvited fo join ws each evening foom 500 —
230 pm

Celebrate Recovery - This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip
and help for men, women and families suffenng from addiction. Any questions
contact Fosh Wise(g: 385-0061

There will be 3 meeting every Thursday night with someone there to talk o
men, women, snd their families. There is slso a Children’s program.

Hozpice and Home Care of Blue Ridze, Inc.
15th Annnsl Golf Tonrmament

Samrdsy, fune 8 — Tee Time 8:30 am_

Grazsy Creek Golf Course

Alifchell County Historic Society - We'll hear shout the Overmpumtsin Vicbory
Historic Trail from Starli McDowell on Tune 17th at the Historic Courthomse.

Alrichell Connty Chamber - For the Last §0 years, Spmoce Pine has welcomed
rock boumds and gem and mineral enflmsiasts o the besutifial Blee Ridze Moun-
rzins!

This event has been 3 major part of the istory of Mitchell County for the past
&) years! Hundreds of thousands of people bave maveled to our compmmity to
tzke part in this event.

The M Mineral and Gem Festival has an over §1 million impact on our kncal
busineyzes aach yesr which is one of the main ressons we work 5o hard o make
this event 3 suocess esch year.

But events like thiz don't happen withont the suppont of our local bosinesses
znd volontesrs. As we make plans for the 60th year calebration we nead our spon-
s07s even more! We hope yon will consider joining us this year as a Conummity
parmer to belp us make this year's event something special Mo matter the level of

www. brenews. com
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sponsorship, your support is very importamnt!
Phone: 328-6BE-4811

Alifchell County 4-H —
4-H Suwmmer Fan
Moving Milk From Farm o Fridge — Diate: June 1 7th-20th; Time: 9-12 pm Ages
5-8 Cost § 30 Drop—off location” Bakersville Fire Dept.

Crizenship Pocus. . From the County to Baleigh — Diate: June 18th-19; Time:
Thesday, 9200 am — 3 pm & Wednesday, 6:00 am — fpm Cost 5 40 Drop-off loca-
fiom: Mitchell Cooperative Exfension

Money Fun for Cloverbuds — Diate: Tune 24th; Time: 9am-12pm; Ages 5-8; Cost:
510 each Dirop-off locaton: Bakersville Fire Dept.

Sumo Boars — Dare: June 25th; Time: Sam-3pm; Ages 8-13; Cost § 10 each
Clowerbnd Puppetmasters — Diate: Tone 28th; Time: 9am-12pm; Ages 5-8; Cost 5
10, Dirop-off location: Bakersville Fire Dept

Totally Electmic Thorsday — Diate:  Jume 27th; Time: Pam-3pm; Ages: 9-14; Cost §
15 each; Drop-off location: Bakersville Fire Dept

Ta¥a Village We are announcing the Opening of Ya'¥a Village Comonercizl Share
Eiichen!

We've realized there's a gap that needs to be filled between the production of
local food and their consuwmption. That's why we started Ya¥a Village Commer-
cial Shared Use Eitchen zo that we could prowvide a certified area at 2 reasonable
cost for locals oving w sell their products. This way we strive o balp compniny
enfreprenenrs with their part-time bosiness.

S, if you have a product yon want to market and sell (hke jams. jellies. baked
goods etc ) or If you nesd A commerciz] kitchen for catering, having a private Pop
Up dinmer, hosting a class or whatever you're imaginine: we hope our Shared Use
Eitchen can provide you with 3 solntion.

Commee wisit our space, get sn application and ket ws talk to =& what is that you
hawe in mind!

We are also serving Lunch on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12500 pm to 2:00
pn

Sign up for 2018 Afier Hours! Business Afier Hours are beld to provide an op-
pormunity for Chamber members to network while allowing the Member to spon-
sor a chance fo sddress and/or showcase their facilities. Business Afrer Hours

are held monthly to bi-monthly, mnd generally on a Toesdsy or Thorsdsy (unless
other arrangements are made). The Member sponsor and the Chamber representa-
twe will coordinats the event After Honrs beging st 4:30 pom. and ends at §:00
pam. (unless other arrangements are made). Send your questions and resemye your
month by emailing Eelly at kjonesi@mmitchellcountychamber org.

May: Loafer's (Glory Eafiing and Tubing, Bakersville, WC
June: The Brisn Center

Tuly: EB's

Angust. Mitchell County Animial Fescne
September: The Switzerland Inn
Ociober-Movember: OPER

We do not have After Hours in December.

Summer 2019 Workshops at Panland!
Summer 2019 workshop descriptions are hera!

A few fion faces:

* We'te offering 103 workshops this summer

* Scholarships are available for all 103 workshops!
‘Regi.mmit_mqm?s.ﬁnmryli

* Scholarship spplications open January 1 and are due by February 18,

2019 Calendar of Events for Downtown Spruce Pine

Troutzcular Fone 1st, Biversids Park

Dwowntown Dy June Eth, Deamtoram Spruce Pins
Feading is Alive Play June Sth, Central Park

SPACE Festival June 14-15th, Downtown Spruce Pine
Bfovies in the Park Fune 14th, Ceniral Park

4th of Taly Celsbration Jaly 4th, Downtown Sprace Pine
hiovies in the Park July 12th, Ceniral Park

hlovies in the Park Fuly 1%th, Ceniral Park

EBL) & Bluegrass Fuly 19th & 20th, Biversids Park
hiovies in the Park July 26th, Central Park (rain date)
hiimeral & Gem Festival Ang 1-4th, Cross Strest Building
Summer Concert Anpost Ind, Ceniral Park

Suvmmer Concert September Tth Cenfral Park

Walk A Mile Fundratssr October (TBEDY), Central Park

Fall Clean Up Crctober-TBD, Downtown Sproce Bine
Potters Market October 13 &14th, Cross Strest Building
Merchant Trick or Treat October 31st, Downtown Spruce Bine
Small Business Satarday Movember 30th Downtown Spruce Pine
Eiwanis Chrizimas Parade Movember 30th, Dowmntcram Sproce Pine
TRAC Smdio Tour December §-8th, Minchell & Yancey County

*Farmers hMarket every Wednesday at Bank of America beginning in Apnl
For more information sbout any of these events, contact SPMS 765-3008

Toe River Aris

Tune Stadio Tour Applications

The Toe River Arts Stadio Tour is perhaps the largest and the longest nmming
stodio tour n the country; vou will find craftspeople and artists in nearly every
medinm many tops o their feld aod several new-io-the-tour participants.
FREE, and self-guided, this adventure will lead you to some nnigue places sit-
sted betwesn kit RMichell and Fosn Mountain. Vistiors wavel through valleys,
past streams, across mvers, over hilltops, snd experience breathiaking monntain
vistas as they make their journey throush the Toe Biver Ans region. Meet the art-
Toe Biver Ants will sponsor a Meet-The-Artist reception at their Sproce Pine locs-
tion on Friday evening after the tour closes for the day. A sampling of participants
will be on display peographically so one can plan a route for the rest of their

1 For more nformation plesse call 828 682 T215 or email
Evensomg &t Trmity Chorch

Tiptom Hill Commumity Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Couniry Breakfast, the first
Samrday each month, 730 — 10:30 am, at the old MMethodist Chaoch, across ffom
Jeary's Store. Come join us for bomemade sansage, scrambled eggs, gravy, jellies,
juice and coffee. Eat n or take-out, all fumds support the Tipton Hill Community
Foundation

TYancey County

Higgins United AMethodist Charch - Celebrate Recovery will be lomching on
Tune 5th — It will begin st 5:15 with food and fellowship, large sroup worship st
6:15 and open share small group st 7:30. This will bs held at Higgins URIC==
Fead-A-Child Yancey County

Higgzins fills bags the sacond Toesday of each month. We have been foranate
to kave enough voluntesrs to fll the bazs so far. They are going fo contimne the
program this summer through the churches i the connty that have Wednesday
night meals. If you have any questions about Feed-A-Child they can be directed
o Bill & Mancy Waikins at E28-675-3367.

Baptisis on Mission Mission teams are needed to do Vacaton Bible School,
Evangelistic Ouwtreach, and Constraction projects in our parmer states of Alsska
Vermont, Mame and Pennsyhvanis. Mission teams can msake 8 grest impact
reaching thess commmunities for Christ Visit our wehsite for full lists of projects
&t hittpes:(haptistsonmission org Mdission-Projects Tnited-States Mew-England or
contact MC Baptists on blission at 919-457-5607 or mabernathyi@nchaptist.org

Dieep Impact Eids Are yon leoking for a mdssion opporunity for the children in
your church? Dieep Impact Kids will be serving in many commumities across the
state with hands-on mission projects desigped for 1st-6th grade children. Signup
your church now for a weskend, mini-week, or full week at cne of thess locations:
Camp Cale. Fed Springs, Shelby, Mundo Vista, Caswall, or Tmett Baptist Camp.
For more information confact Dollie Mea at dnoamncbapiist org. Website
http:/hapt stsonnmission org/canpa)di-kids

ASAPs 2019 Local Food Cuide Is Here!

The prowing season has srrived in Westem MNorth Caroling and the Sonthem
Appalachizns! That mesns it"s moe to discover farms to visit, weekly faomers
tzilzate markets, new restauranfs, and more opporioxties to savor the sessom and
celebrate the farms that suromd ws. The latest edition of ASAPs Local Food

Guide, the essential resource for fnding Appalachian Grown™ food and farms,
hits newsstands this week.

warw. brenews . com
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G:ugnph;r or Arithmetic
By Steve Beitr
Burke County

The complete list of the tarelve disciples is only recorded l
forus four tmees. Omnce by Matthew, once by Mark, and twice
by Luke. Luke does it once in his gospel, and once in his Acts
of the Apostles. Four times we have the complete list of the
twelve, the disciples of Christ.

Scholars have always been fascinated by the order of the !
list. Whose name is listed first, and whose name s mentioned last, and what criteria
ter what lanzuaze we might use. The lists don't start with the oldest and go to the
youngest, nor do they go from the youmeest to the oldest. Wall, what can we see
in these four lists? Cpe thing we see is that Pefer is mentioned first in all four lsts.
Likewise, Tudss the Betrayer is listed 1ast all four tmes. Meither of these name posi-
tions shonld come as a big swpnse. Certzinly, Peter is the mouthpiece of the group.
And Jadas, knowing what be did, the list makers certainty wonld have putf lim at
the boftom of deeir lists. There is another consistency n the order of the lists, that
is eqnally mteresting. maybe even more 5o than the placement of Peter and fudas.

It is the neEme in position mmober five. Every single mme the fifth disciple lsted is
Philip. Fiost is always Peter, then the same three are always listed two, three, and
four, but ot abways in the same sequence. But mumber fve in all four Lists is always
Philip. The zospel writers, whatever their criteria for their order of their lists,
always see Philip as mumber five, Peter, James, John and Andrew are the obvious
beadliners. But evidently, everyone considered Philip the leader of the rest of the

Something else about mumbst fve. Even though all twvelve disciples are Jewish,
scholars hawe slways wondered wihny in the world do we only knowr disciple monber
five by his Greek pame. Philip is the sacond most popular nams Greek parents gave
io their children The most popular nsme for Greek boys &5 Alexsnder Afier the
Greeks comgoest of the world in the fourth cennmy, Greek civilization had lefr a big
mark. The majority of the Middle East connimies had adopred Gresk culmre, Greek
customs, a5 well as the Greek lanpuage. Matthew, Mark, Luke, Fobn, Paal, Tames,
Peter, and Fude 51l wrote their conributions o the Mew Testament in Greek. 5o,
we suspect, but do not know for sure, bt we believe thar Philip was a Hallenist,
which is to say a Greek Jew. Why was Philip known by his Greek name matead
of his Jewish name? Somethings we just don't know. We do koow that Philip had
been raised in Bethesda the same town thet Peter and Andrew were orizinally from.
Since the thres were all God-fearmg Fears, Philip, Peter, and Andrew, probahly kuear
each other long hafore they were part of the twalve, mayhe since the thres ware kids.

What else do we know aboat the man Philip. Well, if we had to depend on the:
zospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke for oo information abouat Philip, all we would
Ekncow is that he is oomber five. But John, when he wiites his gospel some 8 years

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

or 5o after the crucifivion, tells us what we do know about disciple nomber five. .

Jobn shares with ns 3 few ncidents that Philip is direcily imwelved in and shows
us that in one of these events, he moves to the top of the bst. T want to zero n o
that incident. We find it in Jobm &1-3. “dffer these things Jesus went over tha
Sea Of Galiles. which &= the Sea of Tiheriaz. Then a great mulithude followed Him,
because thay zaw the signs which He parformad on thase who were dizeased And
JESEs want up on g mouniarn, and feere He sat with His discipler. Now the Pass-
onaer; a feast qf the Jews, was mear: Thaen Jesus iffted up His ayes, and seeing a grant
mifitude coming tovward Him, He zaid fo Philip, “Where shail we by bread, that
these may eai? "

Hiow we could quickly glance dowmn to verse 10 and see that there were 5000 men
in the crowd. But to sugzest that momber made up the entire count would not do jus-
tice o the size of the crowd. There must have been several thonsand more women
smd children o it would not be a stretch that there conld have been 10,000 people.

Ddatthew adds 3 mdbit to the story. We can find this same incident recorded in
Matthew 14. In Matthew 14:15, we read: * When i was evering, His disciples came
fo Him, saqying, this i5 a deserted place, and S hour iz afready lare. Send the mulii-
fude mway, that they may go into the villages and by themsahvs food ™

Ddatthew reports that it is zeting late. This suggests that they did not mke a break
for hmch. If we were poing to have a moming meeting and an afiermoon meeting,
we wonld put a lunch break in between. But i this particular case, nobody stopped
for food And now it is Late and Christ says ler’s feed them And it is bere that Jesus
singles out disciple mumber five, Philip. Why would Jesus ask Philip? After all, he
is onky mmober five. I am positive Peter would heve been happy to give an snswer
Erew upp, that this is why Jesns picked on him. True enough I suppose, but Peter and
Amndreyy sreny up there too, although it appears teat all three men were no longes
livingz there. Jobm acmally writes thas it was not sbout where Philip lived. We see
the rezzon in Jobn 4. “But this He sxid to test him_ for He Himself knew whst He
would do.™

Atest. Christ tests Philip. Pop quiz Philip. Yiou have besn i my class for some
18 months. Why don’t we see what you have learmned” Jesns asks a geosraphy
question. Where? Where do we find food to feed 10,000 people” However,
though Fesus asks Philip a geography question, Philip answers the geograply ques-
tipn with an antunetic answer  Evidently, Philip is a bit of a bean counter.  Philip
replies forget the where JTesws, for even if we could solve the whess issne. it doesn’t
mater

Jobn &:7. Philip answered Him_ Toro Himdred denardi worth of bread is not
snffirient for themn that every one of therm may have a linle. Different Bibls ver-
sicms give a different interpretation for the smount. However, they all come from
ihe same Greek word that Philip uses, denarii We nm across this piece of money
several times i the New Testament. And we find out about the wage aspect of it
in 2 parable told by Fesus that is recorded m Matthew 20, You will find there that a
denarii &5 the basic average days’ pay in Palestine in that particular day, Philip asks
“Where do we 2o to get food for these people™ Philip says, forget the geography
narins would bay 12 wheat bisourts, bt wait, barley is cheaper so with one denaring
we could parcheze 20 barley biscuits. And if we get the small bisowits mstesd of the
larger hisouits, we could get 40 barley bisowits for one denarins. Then 1f we cut the
biscutts in half that wonld be B0 biscuits for one denstins. And it is abowt at dis
morment that Philips caloulstor explodes! And Philip, exasperated by the mombers,
cries out, 200 demardi wrould only get vs $00 mintature barley bisogits and if we ot
them in half that would getus 16,000 my bites of barley. Bur so, what, we doa't
hawe 200 denarii!!
that crovd. I Chrdst had asked an anthmetic guestion, Philip would have gotten
s A+ And you Enow what bothers me most about disciple munber five? I see
Philips* problem is also my problem. too nmch arthmesic. The reality of the rawr
numbers clouded Philips faith And I find the reality of the raw npombers can clond
may faith too. Now indeed the calculations are to be considerad. We are fo take a
commonsense yssessment of the sitmation  However, arthmetic should not leave oot
the power of God

The numbers say this, and the nembers say that. And I come to the same conclu-
sion that Philip did and T =3y, it can't be done. T've done the math and it isn't doable.
Jesus asked Philip to test him. Christ wanted to see a different answer from Philip.
I did mot ask you an anthmetic guestion. [ did not need a price tag. T asked you
where! Where shonld you zo Philip, not how nmach. It was a geography question.
Philip conld have answered, “Twonld go to vou Lord, for I don’t know what to do.”
Oh, how Jesus would hawve smdaled if Philip had given that kind of an answer. For
that is the geppraphy answer Jesus was looking to hear

Antivmetic has its place. Yon and I have s checkbook. We must manage with
arithmesic in mind. Bt we muost pat arithretic i its proper position. Char help
comes from the Lord not the caloulstor. If it were abarays sbout the arithmetic
Diavid would have said before he went out to Sght Goliath, “Ars you muis!™ Heis
9 feet tall I'm 5 foot 10. Do the math! I'm not going out there withowt a couple of
pit tualls, three or four tigers and a couple of grezzly bears to even up the arithmetic,
If it were onty shont the anthmetc, Gideon and his 300 men would have said, “Are
you insane!™ We only have 300 snd the ensmy bas 135 000. Dwo the math!! This is
8 suicide mission!

Yes, arithmetic has s place, but at the top of our List should be the power of a
loving God. Even afier we run the moobers, we nmst consider the power of God.
May we never have so mnch anthmetic that we discount the powerful heand of our
God. May our need, always consider the geopraphy and reply, our help comes from
the Lord

Steve Bietz, Pastor, Morganton Seventh day ddvenitst Church.
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Avoiding the Danger Zone
By Joyce Meyer

Hawve you ever heard the expression, “count vour bless-
mes"? [ like to porposely take fime to count my blessings
and think about the goodness of God in my life. In fact I
keep a hook of remembrance of special little things Crod
has dome fior me over the years o remind me of His good-
ness.

It's easy somnetimes to forget abont all of the good things God bas done for us,
and this becomes 2 problem when we fomus too moch on what we don't have and
not enough on what we do have. Living with this wrong mindset is dangerous
becanse it leads us down the road of gromiling, complaining and falt-finding.

A pood example of this is the story of the Israelites and their 40 vears jourmey-
ing throngh the wilderness on their way o the Promised Land God had for them.
Moy, it conld have been am 11-day jourmey. but it took moch longer becausze of

God had done so many good things for them such as delivering them from
slavery in Egypt and miraculonshy parting the Fed Sea so they conld escape Pha-
raoh’s army. But they didn’t focus on what they should be thankfiol for, and when
mmmured and complained. (See Exodus chapiers 14-16)

Orvercoming the Temptation to Complain

It's so easy to complain when our circuonstances aren't exactly what we want
them to be. But we need to dilizently resist the temptation fo be negative and
complain becase it can damage our relationship with God, our relationships with

Philippizns 2:14 (AMPC) clearly tells us, "D all things without grumbiing
and faulifinding and complainme fagains God] and questioning and doubiing
famong yourselves]. ™

Whensver you're temmpted to complain, just think how moch better it wonld
be to remain thankful and say, “God, I remember the good things You've done
for me and I'm thankfnl for the breakthrough that I know is on the way.™ If's that
mindset and atiinde that will kesp you moving forward, toward the good things
God has in store.

Set Your Mind and Eeep It Set

We can have right mindsets that will benefit us, and God’s Word gives us direc-
ton on bow to cultivate them.

Colossians 3:1-2 (AMP) says, “If vou ko heen raised with Christ [To a new
lfe. sharimg in Hir resurmoction from the dead], keep secking the things that are
above, whare Christ is, seated ar the right hand of God. Set your mind and keep
Jocuzed habitually an the things above [ the heavenly thingz], not on things that
are on the earth fwiich ke only remporal valiual. ™

These verses direct us to get our mind on what is really mmpertant, rather than
wasting our fime thinking sbout things we can't contmol or that don't really matter.
I firmly believe n setting my mind and keeping it set on God and His plan for my
Life every day.

Interrupt Wrong Thinking

It takes time and practice to develop a habit of right thinking One of the ways
T've foumd to intermapt wrong thinking and set oy mind in the right divection is by
saying somethings that the Bible says.

Miany years apo, [ was extremsly nerstive T abways say that if T thought tao
positive thoughts in 2 row, oy mind would get in a cramp. But as I spent time in
God’s Word, my mindses began to change, and instead of focusing on the nega-
tive, I found myself focusing on more positive things, like the promises God had
for me.
1t belps you set vour mind in the right direction so you can have 8 more peaceful,
Jovful and posiove life. As this pew way of thinking pradually renews your mind
it dilutes the old thinking and ransfonms your mindset and aniedes.

I want to encouraps you to begin developing this habit of right thinking. Begm
vour day by asking for God's help. Even if it's only for five or ten mimates at first,
take some time each day to renew vour mind with tath in His Word.

It's eagy to complain—it™s what comes naturally if we don't pay aftention.
There are things that kappen every day that we can murmur abonat, bt they really
aren't worth the effort it takes to get upset and zripe about them.

Psalm 100:4 (ESV) says, “Enver ki pates with thanksghving, and kis courss
with praize’ Ghee thanks fo him, bless his name!™

Diake it your goal to have 3 constant attitude of grafinds. Fesist the tamptation
o complzin and instead praise and thank God for who He is and all He's done for
vou. By God's grace and through His strength, you can overcoms complaming
and live each day with a thankful heart.

For more on this topic, order Joyce's four-CT) series Right and Wrong Bdmd-
sefs. You can also contact ns to receive our free maparine. Enjoying Everyday
Life, by calling (200} T27-9673 or visiting wons.joyoemeysar.org.

Pleazse note: The views and opinions expressed throughout this publication and/
or website are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect thoss
of Toyce Bieyer Minisires.

w Matiomaide’

to help protect
your many sides.

BURNSVILLE

(828)682-2325 Tﬁgﬁ“f

SPRUCE PIME sassociates
(828)T65-2790

NEWLAND
(828)733-9500

MCOOWELL. MADSON, BUREKE
(866)346-4202

TrentTeam.com Email: info@TrentTeam.com

bl il P e e S o i o vl oS s farl al) KEaneerie maTiens G Feues by & el

Hilierrvide, B Mallomwide K and Eigh Join the Nallos, WisTs peicioss T 18U i precsus B U snd Ve ol
FEmrri e A1) B S e R P A Ot ol S kel Bk e of Rt Maoloal o fnes Corgng & 2017
hiBrrwis Mistoal | rarcs Cormprany, NIRLOTIBADS D31 T)

Jovca Meyar iz a New York Itmes bestalling author and fmder of Jovee MWeper
Mfmiziries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 boolks, including Barlgield of
the Mind and Overload: How fo Unpiug, Uwwind and Unleash Tourself from the

Pressure qf Stress (Hachette). She hosts the Exjoying Everyday Life radio and IT'T
programs, whick air on kundreds of stafions worldwide. For maone fjformation,

VISIT WWW. jOVCETHEVarorg.

Thrift Store:

Hospice and Home Care
Of-the Blue Ridge

New Hours
Tuesday-Friday 9:00am-6:00pm
Saturday, 10am-2:00pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

Huge Selection of Vintage Glass
and China, Furniture, Clothing, Jewelry
Art, Quilts and Comforters, Books
Just in time for :

:@ZQMJ@

Shop- Donate- ‘Hulunteer
. Located in Ledger, The yellow
building beside P&R

f\ Hospice and Home Care
E 21 of the Blue Ridge, Ine.,
h 4 e lanb i
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NC Senate District 46

I was happy to vote in suppont Thursday of the Tax Reduction Act of 2019 which contimies the siring of significant tax reforms
enacted by legislative Fepublicans in Morth Caroling since 2011 that have resulted in 29 percent of Worth Carolina taxpayers either
paying less or no state personal ncome taxes.

The hill, sponsored by Ferry Tillman (F- Eandolph), Falph Hizs (B-Witchsll) snd Paul MNewton (B-Cabarms), will incresse the
standard deduction for thoess married filing jointhy foom 520,000 to 520,750 starting m 2021, allowing Morth Carolinians to keep more
of their hard-eamed money. This would mark a 514,750 increase in the standard dedoction since Bepublicans took over the General
Assemnbly.

The act will also stinmlate additional business nwestments in Morth Caroling by making changes to the franchise tax. Onver the past
eight years, efforts by legizlative Fepublicans o reduce the tax burden and reform the tax code have led to 3 sirongz business climate,
and more people are working m Morth Carclina today than ever before in the history of the state. Forbes has ranked North Carolins as

the best state for business for the past two years and the state has moved up in the Tax Foundation’s business climate rankings from Sen. Warren Damiel
24th to 12th. Despite all these successes, North Carolina remains one of only 16 states that still burdens employers with a franchise Warren Dameli@#incleg net
tax, and experts agree that it is a hindrance to pew invesmment in the state. 019-715-T823

The franchise max is essentially a tax on mwesting in Morth Carolina that employers pay in addition to local property taxes and state
mcome taxes. The tax is based on the valne of an emplover’s asssets not how mach it eams, which discourages m-state mvestrent and
the accnmmlation of assets such as new plants or equipment This bill will reduce the franchize tax rate from $1.50 per £1, 000 of net
worth to 5100 per $1,000 of nat worth over the next two years, eliminate the 5% percent of appraised vahie base and introduce a3 cap of
F150,000 to prevent excessive tax liability.

We bave worked hard to eliminate and reduce taxes to ensure that more of onr cifizens’ hard-earned money goes where it belongs-
in their pockess. This bill simply continnes those efforts.

The Tax Beduction Act of 2019 is expected fo rednce taxes by 2 total of almost B0 million over the next five vears alone.

NC House District 118

Fep. Presnell was iovited to stand in for Speaker Moore in the House Chamber on Mondsy. To the lefi is House Poncipal Clerk
Tames White.

These three brothers were spectacular as they sang the Mational Anthem in the House Chamber. They were guests of Bepresentative
Tarvis froon Davidson County. They perform all over Morth Caroling and they are knowm as the “3 Heath Brothers™. They are definitely
worth heanng! Micholas, the one m the middle, is corrently serving as 3 House page for the General Assembly.

HE 966 2019 Approprianons Act-The state House of Fepresentatives approved a $23.9 billion budzet proposal oo May 3. The bud-
zet provides pay raises for educators and state employees, sppropristes over $60 million for school safety initiatives. and mmvests haav-
ily in the State Capital Infrastocnre Fund. Pablic schools remiain the top priority of the state House's spending proposal that provides
large raises for veteran teachers np to 58 500, Under the House budget, Bepublicans have committed more than 511 billion to teacher
pay raises since 2014,

HEB 724 — Trath in Caller ID At was passed nnanimonsly in the House. Thas bill sponsored by Speaker MMoore will prohibit the nse
of misleading telephone identification methods for telephone solicitations by voice or text. Yon can follow the progress of this bill
here.

918-733-5731 HB 387 — Electric Co-Op Rural Broadband Sarvices passed the Honse and would allow internet providers to use existing urility
nfrastructare to connect broadband access o rural regions of Morth Caroling at a lower cost. This legislation and state fimding wonld
remowe harmers to rural broadband.

HE 647 — Adopt Haywood Co. Elk Capital of WC sponsored by Fep. Presnell and Fep. Joe Sam Cueen passed the House 115-0
today and has been sent to the Senate for a vore.
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Fighting Cancer Act |
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Legislation Expands
Care for NC Firefighters k 10 48

Diagnosed with e Rl
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The Firgfighters Fighting Cancer Act HBI 20 pazzed the NC House with
HRARIRIONT SUDPOTT
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Clayton, Nicholas, and Chriziian

US House of Representatives NC District 11

“You Are Mot Forgotten Act™

Washington, D.C. — This week_ i advance of Memonial Diay weekend, Bep. Mark Meadows (B-FC) and Fep. Susan Les (D-KHW)
released the “Yion Are Mot Forpotten Act™—a bipartizan bill to honor missing military hetoes.

The hill would direct the Architect of the Capifol to display POW/MIA fags outside the entrance of the office of each lMembar of
Ciongreszs in recognition of the number of Americans missing and unaccounted for from the Viemsm War. The flaps. desipned by the
Matonal League of Families, represent America’s missing soldiers.

Rep. Maadows released the following commment on the bl

“Every year oo Memorial Diay, Americans take fime to honor and remember the sacnfices of cur men and women i the military—es-
pecially those who paid the nltimste price to preserve our freedom. An inbegral part of that remembrance invelves Tenswing our commoit-
ment to account for our POW/MIAs as fully as possible. My hope is that the bill we're introducing today will remind families of those Congressmar

unaccounted for that our country remains indebted to them for their service. We will confinee sustaining our efforts to account for them.™ 200-315-6401
Lee (D-1V, the lead - alsn relezsed the i
Bep. (D-1VY, COSPOnSoT, also following. www meadows house pov

“Cn Mermomial Day weekend we fake time to remember the men and women who gave the nlomate sacrifice for our feedom. Sadly,
many brave men and women in umiform have gone missing in action and were never able to retom home to their lowed ones. The You
Are Mot Forgotten Act is a reminder of the debt of gratimde we owe those fallen soldiers for layimg their lives on the line for our coumiry,
snd 3 signal to the loved onss of those soldiers that we remermber them every day.™
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 47

The administration of Gov. Foy Cooper, in 2017, stated that the budget passed by legislatve Bepublicans would “not adequately
mesf growih in populstion and inflatdon,™ canse a “self-nflicted fiscal crisis,” and place our state m financial jeopardy by bringing aboat
2 3600 million tadzet shorifall Unformunately for the Govemor, this assessment, among many others he has made, kas created a luge
credibility problem for him.

Pevemme fipures released im May show that mdividusl income tax payments totaled 5395 million higher than projected and corporate
incomee fax payments totaled 575 million higher than projected. So rather than the “5§00 million hole™ predicted by Gov. Cooper’s
budeet director, our budget has 3 5643 million surphas — the kighest simce 2005,

Since Fepublicans were voted into the majority in the NC General Assembly in 2011, here are some facts to consider;
* Population srowth in Morth Caroling is highes ﬂ:utbemmﬂmdmg:malavemges (Source: U5 Censns Bureaun)
* Emploviment prowth in Morth Caroling is higher than the national rate and regional sverages. In fact, employment promth in BMorth
iCaroling is T2% higher than the Sowthesst averape. (Source: TS Buresn of Labor Statistics)
* Under Bepublican tax cuts, the bizzest tax rate reduction went to those esming less than 50, 000 per vesr (from 2.8% to 2.4%).
Sen Ralph Hise i(Source: MOGA Fiscal Research Division)
Ralph Hise{nclez net - U_n.lh'ﬂﬂmﬂ:lﬁcm tax Clufs, the share uftl_mapaidh}' those eamimg more than 5200, 00 per year hneased{fmmi'.’_.i% to 38 4%,
919.733.3460 while the share of taxes paid by those eaming less than 50,000 decreased (from 11.2% to 10.4%). (Source: WCOGA Fiscal Fesearch
Division)

Ome Democranc senator claimed that Morth Caroling’s employment prowth since 2014 s “lowest in the region.™ But from 20104 to
201%, the mumber of people employved in Morth Carolina grew by 10.36%, which is higher than both the Southesst region and the Souwth
Atlantic region.

Diempcrats have a credibilicy crisis of their own making They ve invested an enormons amoumt of time, effort, and money towrard
creafing a negstive perception of Republicans. but the facts are clear Fepublicans hawve taken a disciplined spproach, and the pesulis
speak for themeelves: record education udgets, mareeping tax relief major emplovment prowih, and historic surploses.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on these or other issues related to state government by emailing me at ralph hise/
ncleg.net or calling me at 919-T33-3460.

Medicare for “None’

Dempocrats”’ plan offers less freadom, fewer choices, and more povernment con-
trol.
4 This week, Democrats in Congress contimmed to push for their extreme Medicare
for All" proposal. Make no mistske: “Medicare for A" really means biedicare for none. This socialist-style plan would not only destroy our growing economy, bt
wonld also threaten semiors” access to health care, placing more Washington buresucrats in the drver’s seat when it comes to Americans” health care decisions. Here
are some of the most dangerous parts of their plan-

= Eliminates Choice: By removing private, employer-sponsored health insurance, more than 180 million American workers could be kicked off their affordable health
insmrance plans and face higher medical bills and longer wait imes.
= Creates an Unfair Sysem: Yoonger, working-aged adalts — individuals who haven't paid their fair share mto the system — would be allowed to access Medicare ben-
efits early, further jeopardizing the long-term sustaimability of the program.
= Skyrockets Spending: The $32 million price tag — more than gur curent national deficit — would place an extrems and nnprecedented arden on the federal budget
and American taxpayer.
= Increazes Taxes: Taxes on middle-rlass and lower-income families would be raised significantly m order to pay for the impractical program

Tust last week our federal health cars spenciss reported that Medicare hospital fonds will be exhansted by 2026, The Democrats” plan would maks manters worse,
placing more Americans in 3 program that they did not pay for, and that is already in danger of going bankmapt. America’s seniors shouldn 't kave to wormy aboat wheth-
er their bealth care access will be jeopardized by 3 massive overhaul of the system they rely on. Americans deserve better than 3 “one-size-fits-all™ approach, espectally
when it comes to somesthing so important.
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Transfer of the Billy Graham Archives from Whea-
ton College to Billy Graham Library in Charlote
begzins June 3

The papers of the late Billy Grahsm and the histomc
records of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associztion
(BGEA) will be ransfermed from the Billy Graham
Center on the campus of Wheaton College in Whes-
tom, Illincis—where they have been housed for nearly
40 years—io the Billy Graham Litrary in Charlotte,
HMaorth Caroling, beginning hMondsay, Jane 3. The move
will consolidate the Billy Graham T ibrary’s holdmgs
of paper historical records, audio and video record-
ings, and digital materials of the late Billy Grabam's

“This iz part of our confinwing consolidation in Billy Graham's hometown, ™
said Franklin Graham president and CEQ of the BGEA . “Some 214000 peopls
visited the Billy Graham Library here in Charlotte last year slone, and it makes
sense for my father’s archives and memorabilia to be boused and maintained here
for visiting scholars to condwct research, and for our goests to see when they come
wvisit our ministry headqunarters, the Library, and my parents” gravesites,”

“Te are gratefnl for the mole Wheston College plaved in oty father’s early life
and for their cngoing commitment fo the caise of Christ—as well as for their
parmership as these archives trapsifion into 3 new era,” Franklin Graham said.

An announcement sbowt the re-opening of these archives at the Billy Graham
Library will be made once details are finalized.

Ampong the Billy Graham-related records that will be moving to Charlotte are:
= Oiral histories of the organization

* Crusade procedure books

= Hilly Grahsm news conferences

= Conferences for itinerant evanzelists m 1983, 1984 and 2000

= Sarmon transcripts and motes

= Parsons] cormespondence and papers

= Badio and TV recordings

* Press clippings

More information about the Billy Graham Evangelistc Asspciation and the
Billy Graham [ibrary is available at billyeraham org and billyerahamlibrary.org.
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“SHOP LOCAL”
www.grassycreekclothing.com
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12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502
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-Go fo Chunch

Cherokee Indian Dancing and
Demonstrations
by Eate Groff

Mitchell County

Orchard to host Cherokee Indian dancing and demonstra-
tons.

Om two days in JTune—Tharsday, the Gth foon §:00 o
T:30 p.m. and Friday, the 7th from 12:00 to 1:30 pm.,
the Orchard at Altapass will host Chemokes amizans who
will demonsirate their craft and share their rich colurs] beritage with the poblic.
Eoth events, spoosored with the Blue Fidge Mational Henfage Area, Blue Ridge
Traveler, Museum of the Cherokes Indian, and the Wational Forest Senvice, will
offer vizitors an opporfunity fo experience the culture of the Cherokee. native to
Western Morth Carolina through song dance, storytelling. and crafts.

Mike Crovve and the Cherokes Diancers, known as the Warriors of AniFimnhwa,
will perform oo Thursday, June &, from §00 to 730 pam. These mult-talented
members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, an sutonomons soversizn
naticn, have performed at Colonial Willismstuog, the Mational kMoseum of the
American Indisn, the Soithsonizn MMusenm of Matural History, thronghoat the
Southezst, and even at the London Mew Year's Diay Parade. They will bring wadi-
tional song, dance, and stores of their living history, culture, and language.

Crowe seps his work as a coliural specialist for the Cherokee cmacial to presery-
ing their heritaze. He can mace his own lineage back to the 17th century, when
their writien records beran. In addiden to learming Cherokes cultre and history
from his family, he spent 12 vesrs working st the Oconslufies Indian Village—a
replica of an 18th cenfury Cherokes Indian village and historical museam. Sincs
honing his knowiledze and nnderstanding of the Cherokes, both past and present,
he has devoted most of his time to perpeiuatng and preserving its history and
culmre.

Om Friday, Tune 7, from 12:30 to 1:30, both Crowe and Cherckee artisan Fa-
mona Lossie will share Cherokee stories while demmonstrating fiint knapping (pro-
cess of chipping away silica stones—ilint—io
produce sharp projectile points or tools) and
bazket-weaving, respectively. Lossie grew
up in the Pamttovn comnumity in Cherpkee,
leaming the art of basket-weaving from her
mother snd grandmother. Several years ago, her
knowledge of the river cane (a typs of bamboo)
backet-weaving tradifion became crecial as the
puniber of remaining practitioners of the craft
smong the Eastern Band dwindled to taro—she
snd her sister Lucille. By sharing her skill with
others in classes and workshops, the tradition
has, once apain, become firmly rooted in the
OOty

Her work has won bloe rbbons ar festvals
in Chirago and in Wew Mexico, Wisconsin and
Forth Caroling. She has been featored in an
Atlanty newspaper. Her baskets are on display at the Smithconian Instimtion and
in mmseumns i Abugquergque, Chicazo, Atlanta, and i Florida

Both the Thursday evenmg performance and “The History of the Cherokea
in the Toe Fiver Valley,” will celebrate the preservation of Cherokes cultaral
heritage. Tickets for the Thursday performance from 6 to 7:30 pm. are 510 and
svailable at the door The Friday mid-day demonsiratons are free. The public,
encouraged to attend both events, will walk away with a new perspective of the
vibrant Cherokee traditions and the people who dedicate their lives to see that
they contimae for fure Fenerations.

For more information, please visit www.altapassorchard org and visit the Face-
b0k page for curent npdates and happenimes. The Orchard at Aliapass, located at
1025 Orchard Foad Spmce Pine (mils marker 3283 on the Blue Bidze Parkway),
is & non-profit working orchard educational and entertamment venne dedicated to
the preservation of the Orchard lands smd the culturs of the region.

Euate Groffis the Programs Coordingtor for the The River dric Council.
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Christian Book & Gift Shoppe
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Best Tips to Kick 0ff Summer
and Celebrate Dad
By Stare Point Media

Father's Diay is a chance to kick off sommmer and celebrate Dad. Where bestter to
zather your celebration than the grill, where family memories, traditicns and delicious
meals are crested?

Here are some ways o make your
father’s grilling wishes come e,

Thanling Dad

If vour father is like mamy others, grilling is kind of his thing, md there’s no beter
way to honor the man of the honse than with the eguipment he neads md dessTves.

At the top of your gift st should be a brand-newr zrill that will allow the king of
the backyard barbarae to creste world class rhs wings, smoksd meats and more at
homnes. Whether his prefersnce iz traditional
wiood pellet, charcoal, ga= or even a vertical : ’
smoker, consider those from Pit Boss, which "'—*---ri“ :
offer exceprional value. Their pellet zrills are ot
particularty well-suited to give Dad tmoe brag-
ging rights. Imparting a siaple, all-netural wood
flawor to cooking and featming 8-in-1 versatility
— leting him bake, braise, sear, charznll, grill,
smoke, BEQ) and roast — ha'll be well on his

competition-quality barberne favontes m his it

own backyard Jfairchild@sugarhiliwaterworks.com
Moot up, zift tools and accessories to boost Diad's zrilling dessenty. For example, - i

the non-stick porcelain-coated Pit Boss Grill Basket & Topper, fits most gxill surfaces, J28 East Court Street = Manion, NC 28752

misking it possible o grill mouth-warering foods of any size without the nesd for tn 828-652-2627

fiodl or skewers. Or, beaf up mannsdss and mabs, while infusing heat, g and zest into
barbecue creations with the gift of 3 gonmmes spice pack.

For more gift ideas to msake cooking outdoors easier and more versatile, such as
covers o protect the grill when it's not in vse or a defrosting fray o thew foods ina
Iy, wisit pitboss-grills.com.

Feeding Dad

T celebrate Drad in the bip way be deserves, try smoking meats in your own back-
easy to make and can serve 3 group of four, or double the recips to serve a big party!
Ingredients;
= 1 rack spazenbs
= 1'4 cup of rmostard
= Bit Boss Swest Bib Bob
= 2 thep of butter
= 2 thsp of brown sugar
= 2 fosp of homey
= 1/4 cup of apple juice
= 12 cup of vour favorie BB mauce

Directions:

= Prep your ribs by patine them dry, removing the membrane and mrinnwing them if "“Em%
your buatcher hasn't alresdy. Spruce .

= (Fenerously coat every mch of the mibs with moctard and Pit Boss Sweet Bib b,
Lay them on the grill bone side dowm and smoke st 225 F for 3 houars.

= After 3 hours, wrap them tightdy in foil, leaving one side open to add in your butter,
broam sugar, honey, and apple juice. Then seal them up and place them back on the
grill fiesh side dom for 2 more hours,

= To finish them off, remwove the foil and by the mhs bone side down for an bour or un-
il they reach an mtermal femperanare of 185 — 190 F, making sure to add your fvorite
BEQ) sauce and crank up the gyl rmperamme o 275 F, 15 — 20 mimites before the
ribs are done.

Lakeview Mercantile & Gardens

3 & 4 Generation Owners * 53 Years Experience * New Merchandise

phone: B28.765.4400

* Garden Supplies
» Seed

» Annuals

* Perennials
 Shrubs

= Soils

| - Fertilizer
665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC  Pottery & Containers

765-9133 « Hanging Baskets

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

L

Find us on
Facebook

for Specials
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“Tried by Fire” (1 Peter 1: 6-7)
By Shawn Thormas

Thepdore Boosevelt was 3 man of very nnique character:
he zloried in facing obstacles and overcoming them He
wiould take his guests out oo & 20-mile hike — and mmch to
their dismay, the tougher the course, the better be liked if.
They would come m exhasted, but be would just smile and
say: “It was bally!™ The higher the mountain he had to climb,
the better The stronger the wind against him when be was
rowing, the better. He just loved facing and evercoming difficnlties,

Well, not too many of us have that kind of composition, where we just delight n
difficnltzes. But as God's children. if we knew more of what the Bible says about
our frials, and the difficultes we face — and what is waiting for os on the other
side of them — then we would be a lot more able to rejoice in the frials that face
us in life, than most of ws do mow.

“Inn this you greatly rgiovce, aven though now for a e while, [frecezzary, you
have bean distressed By various fmals, so that the progl o veur fiaith, being more
precious than gold which is perizhable, aven though tested by fire, may be_fornd
fo resuls in praise and glory and honor at the revelation qf Jezus Chrise. ™ 1 Peter
1:6-7.

L THE NATURE OF OUR TRIALS: What are the trials like that we face in thos
Life?
A Brief “a linle whila™

It says your trizls are for “a litle while ™ They don’t last forever.

Cheryl & I went throngh a time, right after I gradunated from seminary, and we
had just had our first child (Paul); bat I only had a par-time job, amd we kad not
yet been called to our first foll-time pastorate. It was 3 tough dme, fnancially, and
in several other ways. It was difficult to make ends meet. One month we were
only able to pay our rent because a friend sent us an unexpected gift. It was an
often discouraging, and difficult dme. It lasted rght about 3 year. Paul was born o
Tune we went through that year, and the following summer we wers finally called
fo our first church. Dooking back, we called that “The dark year ™ And we had a
mumber of really mood vears after that It seemed like a long time while we ware
in it; bt in reality, it was just Like the Bible says here “a little while ™

For the longest ime, we called that experience our “dark year” — undl 20012,
when I zot sick, and wasa't able to work at all, and we kad to sell our home, and
I applied for disability — many of you have heard that story, 50 I won't repeat it
in full today. That e I was sick, and ont of ministry, was sbout two years. Buat
by 2015 [ was healthy again, and we were back in full-time service. 5o again, that
izl was just “a little while ™

In tth, all the difficolbes we go through are just “a liftle while™ — ewven if
they last our whole fime here on earth. Whar is our life bere on earth, compared o
eternity” If we were to chart out all the fime here on earth. v, all of eternity, the
longest aoy of us are here on earth wouldn't even be a “dot™ on the graph! Char
time here is 5o short; @t is brief JTames says, “you are just a vapor, that appesrs for
a little while and then vamishes away.”

Whatever trial you are facing night now, you woa't be in it forever. Yon won't
be in those difficnlties forever. You woa't be in that pain forever. There is an end
to it. And thank God, for the Christian, there is 3 GLOBRIOUS end foit! (We'll
talk abont that n 3 punate.) But our mials are “boef ™ They will not last lone.

B. Different “various™

This Bible word (poikilois) means “diverse, various, many-colored.™ It is say-
ing that mials come in all kinds of different ways.

Peter was writing to a gronp of people who were experisncing persecution for
their faith — we’'ll see this repeatedly as we msake our way through the book.
Their faith was being tested by the persecution they were receiving:

2:12 says they were being slandered as evildoers;
3:14 says they suffered for nghteousnass
414 says they were reviled for the name of Christ

5o they were going throngh a trial becawse of their farth, because they were
Christians. That is one kind of trial. But as this verse says, there are “varous™
frials:

— There are trials of your faith: do you really believe what you say you believe?
— There are fimancial trials: will you have encugh money to make 7

— There are physical mials: where you endure great pain or lose your abilities
inability.

—The“{e are emofional irials, in which you feel a loss very deeply, or vou have
ETeat WoIry.

— There are spimtual wals, when you are temptad not to believe what God's word
533 is me.

— Thare are moral temptations, in which you are tempred to discard what yon
Eknow is right, for temporary pleasure or popularty or gain.

As the word Literally means, mials are “many colored;™ they come i all differ-
ent shapes and sizes and i all kinds of ways.

Dro you know that even success can be a trial” We don't often think of it that
way, bt it is. In fact, someone has said that success often tests us as mach or
more than faibare does! How do we respond when we succeed: do we respond
with pride, or with bamility; do we eat people poorly — or praciousty? Even our
snocess really does test ns.

But the pomt is: trials come in all kinds of different fonms. Wiamwy of us hawe
experienced several of those kinds of frisls — maybe you wonld say that you have
been through all of them! But yon know the truth of this: mials ane different; they
come in varons shapes and types.

. Pamfil

The New Amercan Stapdard version that I nse says you have been “distressed”

by varouns mals. The word “distressed™ there is “lupeo”™ in the Greek Bible, it

means o “grieve; to distress; to give pain.” It is nsed o Matthew 26:37 of the
deep emotionsal pain that Jesus felt when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane,
about to Zo to the cross. The pain that Jesus felt that night was so great that He
sweat drops of blood. It was real, it was powerful; it was agonizing.

And 30 are the mials that yon and I go through. These are not “lifte, painless,
exercizes”. They are real; they are powerful;, and they are agonizing events in our
lwes. Dhon't let anyone minimize what you are gomg through saying, “0h it's
nof that bad™ — or like some philosophies, like Christian Science or Boddhizm,
which teach that sickness or suffering is just an illhesion.

HO! The Bible sxys your suffering is MOT an “illnsion. ™ Whether it is physical
pain, or emotional distress, or financial difficulty, or whatever it is; the frizls you
face sre REAL TRIALS; they are truly painful and difficalt for you John Calvin
wrote that believers are nof just unfeeling “blocks of wood” that nothing can o,
The Bible n=es the word “distressed” here for our trals, because they are so real,
and so pamfnl, and traky ol
. Mecessary “if necessary™
Verse § says “gven though now for a fittle, IF NECESEART, you have bocen
distressed by varfous frials. " He says these trials that we go throueh are “neces-
sary. " It is essenfial for ns spirimally that we o through them.

It was necessary for Peter to be tested. He was so salf-confident. o headsirong.
But his weakneszes were exposed in the trial that confronted him at the srrest of
Tesus. He mot to ses how wesk e truly wae. He s how minch grace he needed
from the Lord. And be saw how nmach grace Fesns would indesd give him, if he
would repent and come back to Him. And bow He conld use him if he did. Peter
HATD to go throngh that testing. It was kard, it was difficult, bas it HAD to be
done. It was “necessary” if he was going to go oa with the Lord, for him to go
throngzh that painful mial

And the same thing is e for ws. Our Heavenlv Father knows thar there are
things wea HAVE to go throngh, even though they are difficuls for us.

Hone of ns like to see our kids to have o go throngh difficult things. Our
son Wichael has been throngh some difficult things the past few weeks: his car
messed np, and be had to fry to for it himself snd then gef belp, and then =o to a
“pull your own part” place. and do all this stoff. Then he was involved in 3 wreck
Friday — and he’s driving 1000 miles to zet here Later today (pray for him'). And
of course, it"s all 50 hard for us, becanse here we are, 1000 miles away, and very
lmited m our shility o belp him! Bat I told Cheryl, “You know, I hate for him 1o
hawe to go throush this, but it's really probably zood for him. to go through some
of these things.” Going through difficaltes is pan of matunng. Ono kids HAVE to
leam and grow through mials, if they are ever gomg to manme. Wise parents know
that If we my o “shield” them from everything, they'll never grow up.

And God knows that for HIS children 2z well He knows there are cerain things
we HAVE 1o go thronzgh if we are going to see our weaknesses, like Peter, and
leam to go to God for His grace, and to be nsed by Him the way He wants to nse
ns. We've zot to go through it; but like Peter, we won't go thronzh it by onrselves;
Tesus will be intsrcading for us to 2row and matre through our trials. Sometimes
we can look back and see what God was doing through oor trials. Other times we
never do know, as long 25 we're here on earth, But the Bible says it is “necessary™
for us to go through them They aze “necessary.” So WHY are our frizls neces-
sary” What comes out of them?

O. THE RESULT OF OUR. TRIALS

A Pirst, Verse 7 says “the proof of your faith™ comes ot of these mials. One of
the main specific reasons why “it is necessary” forus to go trough mials, is 50
that thev will test our faith to prove thar it is resl.

50 many peopls make what we call “professions of faith” that Jesus is their
Lord & Savior. And that is 8 necessary part of beinz zaved. We have all sinned,
and separated ourselves from God, so Jesws cames to die on the cross and pay for
our sins. And if we a5k Him to save ns. and confess Him as our Lord, He will save
ns. But we also kave fo realize that it"s not past a marter of “saying some words.™
Wou hawve to really mean it in your heart. In fact, Jesus said, “NOT everyone who
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the Kingdom of Heaven ™ He says a lot of
people will CLATMV o follow Him bat kave never truly surmendered their heart
and life to Him How do we know the difference?

TRIALS expose the difference. The Bible says bere that your tmials are like 3
“fire™ that tests your faith, just like gold is tested by fire.

This week I read about how they test gold by fire. They put the gold in a special
pot that is built to withstand the heat and melt it in a laboratory oven at 1100
degress Centizrade — that is 2012 degrees Fahrenheit! And the impurities will all
be melted away, and the gold will be shown to be real, and purs — or it will be
revealed rhat it was not gold ar all!

Inm the zame way, the Bible says that the tmals we go through are like “fire”,
which tests our faith — and reveals whether it is real or not. You SAY you believe
in Jesus; vou SAY that He is your Lord & Savior Is He really” The “fires™ of
your life — the mials that you face — will show whether He really is, or ot Dha
vy biold on o your faith during your tals? Or do you give it up? Your faith gets
“tested by fire™ throush the difficulties vou face, and they show how real your
faith really is.

Before I got sick a few vears ago, the tempiation had gope through my mind;
do you really believe all this, or is this “just 2 job™ to you? Well, when I ot sick,
it was like a “fire” that tested me. I°d lost noy health; I couldn't stand np; I lost ooy
job, my ministry;, we bost our hoone and most of our possessions. But as I shared
& few weeks o, when I was af my lowest podnt, I stll raised my kand to heaven
and worshiped God. I'm glad I had that opporfunity for my faith to be ested; it
was like a “fire” that showed my faith was real. That's what the fires of our trals
da; they reveal whether our faith is real.

Sompetimes you hear people talk about how Christianity is on the dacline m
Ametica. [ personally wonder if that is really true. I think rather what may have

conithed on page 37
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A Pastor’s View -

continued from page 36

happened is that for a few zenerations, it was “socially acceptable”™ in America mo
act like vou werse 3 Christisn, whether you really were one or not. It was a kind
of “cultural Christianity™ that a lot of people just “went along™ with. Bt now the
fide in our society has torned and it is no longer a5 populsr as it once was to be a
Christian. The media will turn on you, if you hold to Biblical beliefs; you could
lose your job; you could get swed:; or at least get 3 lot of opposition and criticism.
5o as a result of that, all the “cultoral Christans™ — people who are not really
fme believers — have fallen away. Only those who are tmly committed to Fesns
are going fo claim to be Christians now — and it will likely be even more so in
the years ahead. See, “the fire” of peer pressure and social acceptance is testing
our faith, and it is revealing those who are truly conmmitied to the Lord. I think the
oumber of me Christians may not be any less than it used m be; the munber of
e believers is probably about the same. But the “fire™ of opposition is revealing
those who truly believa, vs. those who were just “going along™ for convenience.
Trizls demomsirate those who troly have faith, and it also reveals those who really
do noit.

5o one of the benefits of trials is that they shoar ws what we are made of — for
better or for worse!

If you are really a Christian, your frials will demonstrate it

If you are really MOT a Christian your frials are going to demonsoate THAT!
They “FR.OVE YOUFR FATTH™!

— | M
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Whar are the risls that Y017 are currently in, revealing
about whether your faith is real?

BE. Mot cnly do mials prove that our faith is gemine — which
really is weasure enough — but the Bible alzo tells us that they
will “Tesult in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of
Tesus Chrizt ™ The Bible says there iz 3 definite reward for cuar
irials.

We talked la=t week sbout the “imperishable™ reward that
Christians have waiting for ns. The wimner of the Greek games
Zot 4 wresth, the “stephangs.” the wresth-crown as their re-
ward — althonzh in a few days it would wither, But Christians
hawe a reward, a crowm, & “stephanos™ waiting in beaven for
those of us who persevere through our trials, which will never
perizh.

I know several of our church family members have done
fun rums, and road races, etc. in recent days (I konowr Chrisn
was on like a million-mile bike ride last weak: Kim did a
3-mile “Clmck Momis™ nm yvesterday!} Often when you do
those things, von get 3 tee shirt connmemorsting it. Back in the
19907 I did the short 3.1-mile Tulsa Fun Bum with my kids
several timpes — but one vesr [ decided I was goimg o do the
longer 9 3-mile num. It was difficuls, but afier I finished it, they
Zave me nice, long sleeve, official “Talsa Bon™ tee shirt. I was
proud of it and wore it for years. Buf lke we falked about last - R
week, these earthly “treasures™ perish, don't they? &y old . i Choose

Tulsa Fun tee shirt is about on its last leg — I really shouldnt & From! s

hawe even bronght it with us on the mowve — it's shout as thin
EPMI And T oill hate to see my L =0 Tt was the Iallil}:;'l -;:l-l :. l|.| II‘II:"-n :ﬂ-.:‘l-n |:.I |_I IFI|:I|1|I|‘I:|:.‘! o
rewyard for my perseverance. il : % Imk i | .
But as Christians, we have a greater prize waiting for us, bl e B es BALTH
that we will never lose. Far every one of us who perseveres s 3?."]
througzh the trials that test our faith in this life: the LORD i ’
HIMSELF will give ns HIS reward, the victor's crown, the : - -
imperishable lsure]l wreath, when vou “finish your race™ here
and mest Him
OL THE FOY Id OUR TRIALS
And 50, the Bible says, “In THIS you great rejoice™ —
“this™ is the eternal blessings we looked ar last week: the
eternal inheritance that is “onperishable, imdefiled, will not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by
the poarer of God for salvation ™ The imperishable crown we
Just saw, that is waiting for us. Itis m ALL THIS that we can Bhemiote Star O
rejoice, even when we are going throogh varons, temporary, Android Car Prlay 1 b
necessary trials — becase we knoar what is wainmg for us on WlalbET Sk O
the other side of those trials! Sk~ EB EED
Wow, that doesn't mean that our sufferings are not eal
here on earth, a5 we s3id, they are. They are real, and they ar=
painful. We are not those “blocks of wood” Jobn Calvin talked
about, that don't fee]l pain. BUT — even I that real suffering
and hart, Chrisians can stll have a real joy, becanse we know
what is waiting for us on the other side!
Sompeone was telling me the odher day about how they had
been to Hawaii. I would love to go to Hawai; that is on oy
“buacket list” for sure. I lowve the beach; I love history — and I
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there’s only one bad thing about going to Hawaii: and that
wiould be the fight over That's a long fight. right? A non-
stop fight froon Honston to Honolulo is about @ hours i the
gir WIME bours — crammed info a little seat, perhaps with a
person on either side of vou; no real room o get up and walk
around; can't get comfortable; can’t sleep (I can never slesp
on a plane). For WIME solid bours! But yvou know what, I berI
could be pretty happy oo 2 plane fo Honolula — WOT becauss
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Crossword
ACROSS

1 make sweet | sing many
songs (Isaiah 23:16)

6 sheep, and cheese from
milk for Dawvid (2 Sam 17:29)
Otoexploreand  outthe
country and overthrow 1t (1
Chr 19:3)

12 he burned the bones of the
king of Edom into  (Amos
21KV

13 followed by of Gilead,
who led Isracl twenty-two years
{Judg 10:3)

14 fish. and all manner of .
and zold on the Sabbath (Neh
13:16) KJV

15 called ten of his servants and
gave them ten _ (Luke 19:13)
16 he nullifies the vow that

her or the rash promise MNum
30:8)

18 The wings of the ___ flap joy-
fully (Job 39:13)
20 lo, the . which they saw

the east 'TIat p ks 9]
21 "Stop wailing,” Jesus saud.

13 not dead but asleep (Luke EW_]]
22 Peter, however, gotupand

to the tomb (Luke 24:12)
23Asadoortums onits
{(Prov 26:14)
26Isthis
(Job 11:2}

28 I will desmoy the king who 15
m the Valley of  (Ameos 1:3)
30 and now  greater than Jo-
nah 1s here (Matt 12:41)

31 he 15 no dafferent from a slave,
although he owns the whole
{Gal 4:1)

33 a follower of the Way, which
theycalla {(Acts
24:14)

24 and some of them they shall
__ and persecute (Luke 11:49)

to be vindicatad”

37 Nor for your joumey, nei-
ther two coats (Matt 10:100 KJV
30 also leam to mamtam good

works for necessary _ (Titus
1143

L=
40 Of the oaks of Bashan have
they made thine  (Ezek 27:6)
mi’
41 What he trusts m 15 fragile;
whathe  omis aspider's web
(Job 8:14)

43 give God a tenth of your munt,

__and all other (Luke 11:42)

44 Thou art my beloved Son;
I am well pleaw.ed (Luke

32 KIV

46 I will repair 1ts broken

restore its ruins (Amos 9:11)

50 His pame shall ~ forever

(Ps 72:17)

52 opposite to windward side

{naut.) (Acts 27:16)

53 now also T]lE' 15 laid unto

the root of the mees (Matt 3:10)

m.‘

54 to  their own desires, they

will zather around them (2
Tim 4:3)

56 With your helpIcan
agamnst a troop (Ps 18:29)
58a  cordis not quckly
broken (Eccl 4:12) KIV

61 znake (Iza 30:6)

62 they will  out of hus
kmgdom everything that
canses sin (Matt 13:41)

63 son of Seth (Gen 4:26)
EIV

64 we spend our years as a
__ thatis told (Ps 90:9)
65 wherewiththe mumm-
ber of them (MNum 3:48) KIV
66 left of it unfil the mom-
mg. andit _ worms, and
stank (Exodus 16:20)

&7 because 1t 15 defiled. 112
ruined, beyond all (M
2:10)

DOWN

2 Elijah’s successor (2 Kings
249

3 Smite the  of the door,
that the posts may shake
(Amos 9:1) KTV

4 the sons of Eliphaz were

Teman. . Zepho (Gen
36:11)
5 He fulfills the of thosze

who fear him (Ps 143:19)
6 and a guarter of a of
seed pods for five shekels (2
Kings 6:25)
[ fine have been poured
Upo me I:P'C 02:10)
8 they will  like a woman
m labor (Isa 13:8)
9 Jesus found a young don-
keyand  uponit (John
12:14)
10 m retum for all the joy
wehavemthe  ofour
God (1 Thess 3:9)
11 He who testifies to these
things says, ", Tam
-:nmm':r soon " (Rev 22:20)
13 James son of Zebedee
and his brother  (Matt
4:21)
14 them before God
agamst gquarreling (2 Tim
2:14
15 Melchisedec, king of Sa-
lem priestofthe  Imgh
God (Heb 7:1)
17 what 15 a man profited,
ifhe shall  the whole
(Matt 6:26)
19 Moses took the  and
oxen and gave them to the
Levites (Num 7-6)
24 Faghteousness
before him and prepares the
way (Ps 23:13)
25 silver in two bags, with
two of clothing (2 Kings
59 3}

[will give you the of

T.he I.].uEd-::um of heaven (& (Mviatt
16:19)

H

COP ST 200k

28 and to be desired to

make one wize (1.4} (Gen 3:6)

20 whenever anyone tums to the

Lord, the i3 taken away (2

Cor 3:16)

32 killed some twenfy nen in

an area of about halfan (1

Sam 14:14)

33 Xemxes reigned from lus

royal throne in the citadel of
(Est 1:2)

34 no remedy foryour . no

healing for vou ".Ter 30: 113

35we _  meanmng to 5-&]]. b'
the coasts of Asia {mts. ]
ETV

36 Tell the Israelites to bnng
yvou  hesfer (1.3) (Num
19:3)

38 We have unto you, and

ve have not danced (Matt 11:17)
K.]"ﬁ.l"

2 raize, lift (Heb 11:19}
44 But as Godi1zs  , our word
toward you (2 Cor 1 ri: 18}
45 The Israelites are stubbom.
like a stubbom  (Hos 4:18)
47 Neither do men highta

DI EVORDGAMES ¢

g ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

and put it under a bushel (Matt

5:15) KIV

42 and have 2t linuts he can-

not  (Job 14:3)

40 "Tamthe " Sammel

replied (1 Sam 9:19)

51 Show me thecom __ for

paying the tax (Matt 22:19)

52 The Angel which redeemed

me from all evil, bless the

(Gen.42:16) KTV

553 I wash I could be with you

now and change my  (Gal

4:20)

57TAnd  gave names to all

cattle, and to the fowl of the ar

(Gen 2:20)

58 "We have here only five

loaves of bread and  fish "

(Matt 14:17)

59 Their breastplates were fiery

___dark blue, and yellow (Rev

9:17)

60 Shemed who bult Ono and
with its surrounding vil-

z"'IEE": {1 Chron 8:12)

Solution on page 14

waw brenews. com

Tune 2019 - Blue Fidge Christian Wews page 38



Behold The Fowls of The Air

By Preacher Chris Baathborne
Matchell County

Ciften iy mizhts are what many would call restless,
Crver the vears ope learns that when vou can't sleep, for
whatever raason, nse the fime wisely, Years ago, when I
coldn't sleep, frusmaton would often st m and it mada
sleepless nights even worse. The Lord has tanght me that
when those sleepless pights come ke advantaze of the
guiet hours to spend with Him Thos, was the czze this morping.

Since spring has spoung, it sesmes that things have besn extremely busy. So
Ay tasks have been demanding dme that sometimes [ wonder 15T evar get
evervibing dons. Arcund 3:20 3.m. I rolled over and [ooked ar the clock and lay
there thinking of all there was to do before this weak was over. In my mind T kept
mving to fizare out bow or iIf [ would et if all findshed. Fealizing sleep wasn't go-
g o happen I decided to go abead and zet up and read some.

The cool moming air blew through the window mothe den as the smell of my
coffee brewing filled the house, As [ sat thers reading the Scnpruores. at around 2
am. 8 bird began to sing from one of the mess In the yard. He or she was singing
Lowdly as= if it were already daylizhe The sovmd of its beannful song kept Sowme
throngh the oper window as [ confinus to read. Other bird: began o join in In the
back of oy mind, even while reading, I wondersd “Whart in the world are those
birds singing sbout two hours before daylighs™™

Then nght oo tme, just 25 1if Tesus had plannad it, T read. "Betold the oz
af the air, for thay sow kot xneither de they reap, nor gather infe barns,; yer yvour
hemverily Father feedaih them. Are ye mof much betver than” Which g veu by tak-
ing thought fworrymgl can add one cubit wate iz srature? ™ Manhew §:26-27

Llow to kesp o context of whers these Scriprures are found, Jesus is teach-

g about not woenving about food, clothing, or the basic peeds of evervday life

I st confass thar what was mostly waking me up this momming was wormving
abvont how I was zoing to get everything done this week. Batween work, family,
muinismy, and projects at chrch, T was feeling somewhat overwhelmed  Pressared
1f o will, to feal 2 if all these thurgs had to be dons right pow! You ever et that
way?

1:£h£ birds kept singing and Tesus kapr speaking to miy heam. "Stop worrying and
st me!"”, Tesus spoke
o ooy heart. Now I
realized the thinzs that
were worrying tme bad
nothing to do with ¥
oy asic everyday
needs such as food and
clothing. Thankfnlly,
and by God's grace, il
He has provided thoss L
hleszmes above and
bevond That wasn't =
necessanily the point of
what He was sayinz.
The wormrying part was
what He was spesking
o mie abons. You see. [ believe that Tesns wants us to oast Him with evervibing!

Birds begin each dayv sinzing. I've always believed thar they are singing 1o ther
Creator The song of the dowe, the clurp of the robin, the constant songs of all the
different birds every momuing sesm 1o be 3 beanmfol sacrad bymn to God Biords
face each day tustng God to provide their peeds. Each day before the day bagms,
they sing to their Heavenly Father. Thev're not worrying sbour whar ltes abead,
they just simply sing and tust Ons day at a ome, their Creator provides for them
Mo doubt, Do WorTying, Do panic in their
bearts of what mizht or mizht oot kap-
pea. Mo wormy of tornoaTew, Jist singing
and masting God today.

Slowly this momdng, I rezlized that all
the woarying that was cansing me o lose
sleep was silly. The birds were tmasting
Tesus more than I was mastug Jesus!
Then He said, "dre ve nof much better
than they™™

So, this day, I'will do what I can This
day I will trust Tesus to help me acoom-
plish what He sees fit for me to accom-
plish This dav will b= faced with Hon,
and He will meet oy needs and more.
Lord willing, torpormoew will be another
day and He will provide again.

Lord, I begin this day with a song in
my heart oo Yow, Thank vow for remdng-
Ing mie once again that ir's all shout wow,
Help ma to face one day at 3 time and
mast vou with each ope. Help mie to ac-
complizh today what I can and frust yon
with the things I can't. Thank vou, Lord,
for allowing me o behold the fowls of
the air. In Jesus name, Amen,
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| Questions

Ey Dave Famsey

Digar Diave,

I'll be reonng m the next couple of years. When T leava
my job, we will kave 3 vearly inceme of 385 000 through
my pension I don’t thivk we need an emergancy fund
with such a dependable, steady income soeam like thar,
bt may wife disagrees. She says she would feel safer if we
had money set aside just for the wwexpected. What da you
think we should do”

Gary

Diear Gary,

A good pepsion cao feel praioy solid, bur pothing's perfect. Mothing lasts for-
aver Thers's always the possibilitv of lost income ar larze, mnexpacted expanses,
What if one of won has 2 major medical even:? Life can bite vou at any dme, and
sometimies 1t will take a big financial chumk ont of von Yo need an emergency
frmd!

I recommiend an emergency fund of three to six wenths of expenses. Putitina
gocd money market account with check wnting privileges and a decent interest
rate. That way, your money will work for vou a little bit, With a sclid pension Iike
you'te talking about, you could probably lean toward the thres-month side, if von
wanted. Hooestly though, I'd save up six months of expenses—ijust in case.

Trust me, a fully fumded emerzency find will make you both feel bemer Plus, it
can nou A disaster into pothing more than aw inconventencs!

—Diave

Dipar Diave,

Thea school systern ITwark for puss 12 percent of my pay wte a public teachar
reqrement fund, and they match this amonnt I've s2en whers you el people to
put 1% percent of their incoms toward retiremens. If that's the case, should I put
thrae percent nute ancther redrement fand” I have no debt and very litle in temms
of expeases. Or, what would vou think abot the idez of opening another ragre-
ment acconnt af @ full 15 percent of what [ make?

Pam

Digar Pamr,

Twouldn't go as far as fo pour an addrdonzl 15 parcent into 3 different reore-
ment plan, but I woeuld consider pumng maybe eight to 10 parcent into 2 Foth
TELA. T want you to have some money that's separats from the school system ac-
conne, just in case things ;o south with their retrement fiund

It sonmds like vou've 2ot 2 premy good peasion plan, but you never koow what
muizhe happen ' nof predictng bad things, but at the same dme thera™s no
way I'd lean oo the school systen fond as 1wy one and only source of retirement
imcoma. Yo shonld never pat all vour financial ezzs in one basket!

—Dave

Dave Ramsey is CEQ aof Ramsey Solufiens. He has auitored soven best-seliing
book:s, mcluding The Total Money Makeover, The D Ramsay Show is heand
Iy more than 14 million listenars each waek on 00 radio statfons and mulspie
digtial plagbrms. Follow Dinve on the web af daveramsey. com and on Twiifter af
@ DaveRamsey.

Irain up a child in the way he should go: and when he 15 old, he
will not depart from i1t. Proverbs 22:6

MOWUNTAIN COMMUNITY HEALTH PARTHNERSHIFP

Celo
675-4116

Spruce Pine
766-7778
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June Is Busting Out At The Orchard
By Kate Groff

Beginming Fune 1, the Orchard at Altapass will be open
from Wednesday through Sunday offering a host of new
Thursdays at 1:45 pom.

Ar 1:45 on Wednesdays, the Orchard will provide a free
Open myic/mmsic jam venne for all musicians to bring thair
woices, insinuments, and talent up on the stage at the red
bam.

“Heyrides™ begin on the 3th, at 1, 2:30, mnd 2 pm_ and mn Sanoday and Sonday:
The cost is 5 per person with children under 3 free; six and umder st be ac-
companied by an adult.

And on Fune 1, the Crchard will begin its summer of Super Samardays offering
beritage experiences for children ages 6-12. Tune’s lineup is a spectacular mélange
of activities. All Super Saturdays are from 10:30 1o 11:30 am_ through Anmmst.
Workshops are free except 3 515 fee for the harmomica class. Art materials are
provided by the Orchard.

And the Apple Core Grill opens from 11 o 3 pm | Wednesday through Sunday.
For more information, please visit wwwealiapassorchard org and Facebook for
carrent updates and kappenings. The Orchard, 1025 Oochard Foad, Spruce Pine
{mm 3233 on the Blue Ridze Parkway), is 3 non-profit working orchard, educa-
tionz]l and entertaimment venme dadicated o the preservation of the Orchard lands
and the culmre of the region.

Eare Groffis the Programs Coordinator for the Toe River dris Council.
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Grateful Peas in a Pod

By Een and Fan Merop
Avery Clowunty

Becently, a friend and I visited owver hmch
After 3 e, she leansd back in her chair with a
contemplative ~ yet joyinl ~ look on her face.
She bersn saving what an extraordinary man her
bushand was. She was so thankfiil to have him
1o share her life and the everyday little things that
come along.

As she sang his praises, she spoke n a soft and very appreciative manner. I

Before I knew it, [ conldn't keep silent. And we shared how very forhonate we
are to have such bushands who care for us, who are calm and reassuring; who
have soong faith and make us want to be more like them.

Like two grataful peas in a pod!

When our wedding aomiversary comes along, we love to celebrate in a spe-
cal way. It doesn't mean anyihing particularly expensive; but, ime together
~ perhaps a walk or hike hayvbe we will choose 3 quist dinner at 3 restanrant.
Perhaps an evening reminiscing at home.

But as the years go by and I reffect on the years (God bas given to Ken and me,

The years have fowm by; but the memories are as real as if it was yesterday...
two single parents stuggling alone fo raise our sons and praying that God wonld
bring a spouse tons and another pareat to our children.

Baoth of us prayed that somehow God would et ws know when that right person
came along — because neither of us tmsted ourselves to make the rght chowce.
How he would let us know, we weren't certam. But we musted He would.

When we met, thers was 3 knowing we couldn't describe except to be certain it
hkad come from God mmd the be was our matchmaksr, A new family was bom as
we mamied Three boys became brothers and we embarked on guite an adven-
e,

THAMESGIVING!! Yes, that is my response to the marmy years we have had
and the looking forerard to memy more. Jnr sens are srown and have wives and
children of their own. And, so, we have even more to be thankfol for.

Char life verse still describes God's manelons gifi o us where it says in 1 Cor-
inthians 2; 0, WETW, “Eye has not zean, nor & heard, nor have anierad imfo (he
haart gf man the things which Ood haz prapared for those who Jove Him. ™

Bridal Finery
Can a bride find a finer veil then pormrayed by this flewer?
Delicare, pastel hues. . dorred with cleansing tears of jov.
A remander of how beligvers will one day
be the bride of the Most High God...
where there will be no more tears.
“The marniage of the Lamb has come,
And His wife has made herself ready...
Arraved in fine inen, clean and brighr. ..
The righteons acrs of the sainrs. ™

Revelanonl®: 7-8

Een and Jan love residing i the mountaims gf dvery Connfy.  Fisit Jan's new blog
il prseandcansidernel, Journeying with Jan; and Ken's photos af kermneroppho-
fography.com. benmeropphofosrapmin: com is currently gff-line.  But Kam's photos
can st be seen ar bev-merop. poodls. oo

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Burke United Christian Ministries

By Diavid Burleson

I want to personally thank everyens in Burke Connty
who supporied the food ministries in our county dar-
ing the recent Letter Carmiers Stamp Cut Hunger Food
Dmive. A hnge thank you is extended to all our letter
camiers, all postal employvess, the BUCA employees that
went beyond the call of duty, Mr. Diale Barrier, Mr. Glen
Feep, the FHS Anchor Club, the PHS Anchor and Intetact
Clubs, and all the other conmmmity woluntsers . Withoat
21l the wolonteers giving 132 hours of time it wounld have been impossible o ool-
lect over 12,600 pounds of food. This addidonsl food will assist the Burke Uhnited
Christian Ministries in meeting the ever increasing needs of those we serve.

Tast a look back at a comparsion of the last fnr months this year to the same
perind last year revesls a large incresse in services needed:

Type of Assist Jaruary 2008 Janmary 2019
Meals Served in the Soup Kitchen 5,042 6,516
Families Served in the Pantry 775 873
Individuals Served in the Pany 1,780 1,063

Food Distribuzed in the Paniry 58,640 Tbs. 103,245 Ths.
Total Individuals Served 4,500 5,205

Type of Assist February 2018 February 2019
Meals Served in the Soup Kitchen 4 385 6,238
Families Served in the Pantry 688 890
Individuals Served in the Panry 1,502 1,965

Food Distribused in the Paniry 51,063 Ihs. 95,348 Ihs.
Total Families Served 3,620 6,905

Type of Assist March 2018 March 2019
Meals Served in the Soup Kitchen 5,415 5211
Families Served in the Pantry 591 806
Individusls Served in the Panry 1,403 1,700

Food Distributed in the Pantry 52,030 Ihs. 114,795 Ths.
Total Families Served 3,504 5,102

Type of Assist April 2018 April 2019
Meals Served in the Soup Kitchen 5,543 5,750
Families Served in the Pantry 763 977
Individuals Served in the Panry 1,679 2,160

Food Distribused in the Paniry 60,187 Ihs. 140,726 Ths.
Total Families Served 4,080 7.488

A thess numbers revesl the need is great and continwes to incresse. The as-
sistamce throwsh the Postal Carriers Food Doiwe, other food drives, and donstions
are essentizl to our minismy in meeting the needs of others.

Crur vohanteers are the lifeblood of BUCK. Each and every voluntesr is wital
o our minisry. A bhnge thank you fo the many vohmteers who give freely of their
fime to belp and assist others. We are always in peed of vohmteers and wonld
love to talk with anyone inferested about the varety of volunteer opporiumities at
BUCH. Fast zive Elizabeth Momis or me a call at (828) 433-80735, email me at
bucmdirector@ gmail.com or come by for a visit.

I also want to comumend our staff for their bard work, their dedication, and their
willinpmess to understand the serionsness of the work they do every day. The
individwsls who walk info BUCM are very blessed to have caring staff and volon-
tears working to meet their needs. Thanks to each of you for caring enough to
maks 3 difference in the lives of others,

Be sure to mark your calendars for our golf tournament oo Satorday, Fune 29
at Silver Creek Plantation with hmch at noon and tee off tme at 1:30 pom. Itwall
be 2 captain’s choice, 4-parson team format with the opporhanity to parchase oml-
ligans. Tust call (828-433-8075) or email (bncmdirectorzgmail com) for details
and fo register.

Please remember that BUCK, Burke United Way, the Cumreach Center, and
Burke Coumty Public Schools are collaboratng o provide back o school supplies
and clothing for our Burke County students dunng the anneal Build a Backpack
event on Saturday, Ausmst 17. Donstions and sponsorships for this event are
greathy appreciated. Back to school nesds for families are 8 bupe expense and
every Litthe it helps.

As we spproach summer, I ask that you plesse continue to Lift up our mimdsoy
in your prayers and come by for a visit any time. As 3 community, we have a
wonderful opporhunity to recosnize the impact we make in the lives of others and
the conmmbmtion we make to their well-being. Thanks agzin for making the Burke
United Christian Ministries 3 special place for those who need a hand up.

Inid Burleson is Direcior gf Burke Uinited Cheiztian Mimiries

NCBA

NCBAM Encourages Seniors to "Be Bold!”
By Carol Layion

Morth Carplinag Baptist Aging Mmisry (WCBAR)
hald irs fifth anmweal statewide event i Charlotte on
biay 6-T. This year's Senior Adult Celebration, themed
Ee Bold, focnsed on Joshua 1:9 — the command to Live
boldly and courageounsky for the Lord at amy age.

The event was hosted by Pritchard Memorial Baptist
Church in Charlotte snd was planned by “Aging Adults Innovating Ministry™
AATW iz an MCBAM leadership network comprised of senior adalt leaders across
the state. These leaders work with MCBAWM to support and strengthen senior adnle
minisiries throwshout Morth Caroling. A ATW Chair, Bev. Stan Heizer of Prirchard
Memorial Baptist Church in Charlotte, served as master of ceremonies.

The two-day event began Monday evening with a dinner provided by the host
church and was followed by the world-class enter-
tzinment and spiriteal encourspement of Mark :
Cabanizs and Dr. Diane Earle.

In “Cionfessions of a Shameless Mame-Dirop-
per,” Cabaniss wove topether songs, anecdotes,
mnd video clips from his years in the pmasic
indunstry where be connected with entertaimers
like Bob Barker, Andy Griffith Shirley Tones,
Steven Allen and more With credits in Mash-
ville, Hollvwood and Broadway, Cabamizs" rich
tenor enthralled the audience with classics such
a5 Bdelweiss, Trouble in Biver City, and Try to
Bememher.

Cabaniss was acoompanied by international
touring pianist, ODr. Diane Earle, who has per-
formed m nine European concert towrs, 31 staes, NORJAST director D Sandy
and extensively throughout China, Earle also (Fragory, recaps NCBAM &
provided backeroumd dinner mmsic prior to the first ten years of providing
CORCETT. e : =

Cabamizs gave 3 srong testimony to God's Nﬁimmrmm
hand in his life—hlessing his music carser and
providing oppormnites beyond his imagination. His closing song, an onginal
work, followed the Be Bold theme— “Dion’t be aftaid to open new doors, and to
find what each one shows ™

MWark Cabaniss grew
up m Shelbry, Morth
Carolina, whete his
youth pastor was Glenn
Diavenport, an AATMW
leader for the west
region. Diavenport
remembers the young
Cabamizs az a talented
teenager who never met
A stranger. "I's a joy
to have watched hark
Erow imto adukthood
and see him continee
o share his faith. I'm
50 thankful that God
confinmes o wse him
znd his talents."

NCBAM remional ditectors Samanths Allred (north central region)} and Yvetta
Srnith (zast region) delighted andiencas both days with skirs as “Blild Millie™ and
“Baold Betty.” Onver the course of the event, Bold Betty taught bild hfillie by
word and examiple, that living boldly for Christ gave purpose, meaning, and valus
to ker Life Aftendess cheered in the closing skit as Mild Millie’s character boldly
renamed herself “hizhty Millie.™

Tuesdsy momming's session included songs fom Pritchard’s Sunago Singers
Choir and a presentaton from WCBAM s director, Dr. Sandy Gregory. Providing
an overview of WCBAM s first ten years. Gregory recounted how the Lord's hand
had been on the minisiry to bring staff pariners and vohmteers fo provide “help
for the journev™ to Worth Carolina’s aging.

Dir. Diavid Hailey, pastor at Hayes Barton Baptist Church in Raleigh provided
the keymots address which capstoned the theme of event. In “We Have This Trea-
sure,” based on 2 Connthians 4:7, Hailey examined the perspective of “past, pres-
ent, and fuhioe™ years, and challenged attendees to make the most of all of them
Dir. Hailey's enconraging address is archived at ncham org/tesources.

Bev. Jemmy Anderson, Minister to Senior Adults, at Woodlawn Baptist Church im
Conover enjoyed the event with others from his charch “The Be Bold calebration
was excifing and encouraging. Mark Cabanizs was both inspirational and enter-
taining not to menticn a great singer! It was definitely worth the time!™

Carol Layton iz Office and Support Manager for North Careling Baptist Aging
Minisiry (NCEAM)

Fogtrg Smith delight audience with portrayals gf Myld
Millig and Bold Batty.

Check out our Website
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Summer 2019
Funshine Day Camp

Funszhine Dav Camp is designed to provide
recreanonal and aducationsl oppormninas for
persens of all ages with developmental dis-
albilrties. Ohar hope s that participants gualicy
of lifs will be aphanced through fallowship
with others 1y ap amosphers where svervone
iz loved affirmed and valued

e are calebrating 20 years of fun and
enjoviment. Funshipe kas sered increasing
ounbers of campers with dissbilintes over the vears 3 no cost to the participants.
The zood Lord has sbuwdantly supplisd the neads.

Camp acuvities nclude water sports, zames and special feanaes such as Trp
doam Meamory Lane and Avfique Fire Truck.
Diates of Events:
Fume 17, 18 and 19
0:00 am_ unil 3 pm.
Closing Ceremony Tune 20 from 3pem unml 10pe

For mors informaden contact Lucy Wilson at 828-385-0211 or Gene MieGee at
528-385-111E.

1011 South Sterling Street « Morganion, NC 28655
(828) 437-3211 » www.Sossomanfh.com

Breakfast » Lunch

9 @

Deli Sandwiches

" quhﬁruers 0

Hot Bogs= =
Soup'& Salad

d
DT'S ELUEIRIDGE JAVA Ice.Cream, !
COFFEE SHOR"S& CAFE;

| A Loving Father

! personalin! Anached ts a picture of pur

Burke Conprty

Tt von bave seen this fish at the pet store, or bnow smneons who
WIS OLE, You may even bave one as & pet. They are very popular
and colorfal, coming @ a varety of colors aad types. We have coe
a5 & pet, his name i Marlmd witha d, ooy vonneest says, He named
bim Growing vp, dhis was always owe of myy favonte b o have
s aper I've keps them m bowls. aquarimns, aed vnder a peace Bhy plant in a Gower vase.
Have von gueszed what fish T am refermine o’

The Simmese Fizhime Fish zlso known 23 8 Betta These fish are known as a fighine
fich bacznse if voun keep 2 mizles together, they will fighe, vsnslly vl ons of dueny dies
The ferpales howvever do not fzbe wirh are snother Vou can keep several famnalas inzether
in zn squariom with oy cos msle fish Most of the dime people bary the males and keep
them by themizehves in a bowl. The msles are more popalsr becanse the ane usually mors
coderfil. have long fins, snd more personality

Chr XIarmd will abmiost pergp ot of the bow] 22 yon when be wants tobe f2d, he will
Elso fare ot bis glis ar yow I you pat your fnger up oo te slass ora mines, He thinks tat
o and s reflacton are another tosle fish thet be needs (o protect his termiory fomn

T e wild, Blettas are fond i shallow bodies of watsr or smeams n Thadland, some
parts of Ching, Viemam, aed Malavsis. Thev are a wopical f:h and preder dwsirwaner
ternperanre batpeen 77-80 degress. A mmmmm of 2 gallons of water is reconymended
However, these fish are hearty and can summve in mnch srosller amyonnts of water and
cooler mmperahirs:. Marlnd Ives in g glass fsb shaped bowl in spprocimately 2 zallon of
warer Thers js no haster anachsd so his water 15 room tenperamre 2nd be doss fine

The Siamess fighing fizh is also 2 labyrinth fish Aeaming that they possess a lelrrind
organ This orgzn allows them o be akle o breathe in ooygen directly Som the ar stesd
of mking the oooygen o of the water throash thedr Sl Hke neoet fish do. In St the beta
has o breathe from the snface to kesp fromn suffocsins.

Thes fish cam bve up oo 3 years and zrows vp oo 3 inches lons. The mals fish, oeates
A babble nest on the top of the water, Afier 3 female lavs” ezzs, the male will carafally
gacher e in bis mond and zently place dienn one 30 tme, mdedr oom Linde bubbla,
Ifthe azz falls out, be will pick itup and place it back iwies pest. The male will congeue
1o taka care of the egzs and west unitl after the bakies™ harh. The habie: generally hatch in
2-3 days. Affer the bahies® kefch they will confimme to eat oF their yolk sac for apother 35
hovzs, Tz dais mne Ity f2llons of due nest their dad will pick them back up and s
tham back on their nestwhere if 1z safe. Babry fish called £y, will stam fres swvinuniss oo
thair o when the 36 hovrs are up. This dad takes his role of taking care of his babies so
sermously, st i1 bast o remove the miother, so e doesn't it ber while mmiangs o protect
hes bakbdes

IEyou are considering having 2 pet
fish, Thizhly reconmnmend Tying the
Bera. They are very easy to ke carz
of, arebemmfal and beve loads of

Yarlnd

Thid o boonw: dhest o e 3
dad that loves and takes care of you
in mach the sare way? God, your
hegvenhy Father loves vou somnch that
He senf His ne and caly Son, Jesus,
to dia oo the cross 50 G1ar Vou Ca jom !
Hin in heaven ape day. He wants and
desires A reladonship with yow He waars to Bsten to your protiems. He wants to be thes
o catch you when vou Sl aod gendy pick you back up agsin ust ke the Smuese fighing
fish does with bis balbies, God 15 a loving God, that forzives us of our sms when we repent.
He zlzo sends suardian anzsls fo protect vs, Dhd vou koow tet He even knows how may
hairs are on your bead” s dhar not amazne that on of dee 7.7 billion people in the world,
He keeps up with bowy sy badrs each one of us have on our beadsT

What He desies themest I for you o spend moe with Hon. Talk s Him, prey o Him,
znd read Hiz Bible. This is what He desires the most. Tust remember that you nevar gt oo
obd o spend mme widh your beaventy Fadeer, Dion't forget to praise Him and dhank Hon
duming dee bad tmes just 25 wuch as you do danng the good tomes,

Drear Load, T praise you and thaek o somuch for leting mie heve 3 chance to g2t w
write stomies 1o el childrer showt von, T pesy dear Lood, that esch chid will sam spending
more teme with Yo each day I pray that Sey will se2 howar monch you love diem and are
e for themn in whasever dhey msy be goms toonsh, Thank you for skins care of us amd
for gmvine up Vowr ooly oo 5o dut we can 2o 10 hamven to lve ooe day Thank vou for
lowing vs se nmch that Yo koo bowy mnamy lairs we have oo our head! T also thank Yon
for blessnes v with 211 of the creanes you have placed on the earth forws to take care of
They ara o fascirating o leam shout!  In Jeas's pame Tpray, Aven

Jndead, the very hairs gfyowr head are ail rembarad, Luke 12:7A NIV
Siamese Fightmz Fish - Siamese Fighrng Fish Cude Siame:e Fighting Fizh Breed Pro-
file. Female Beita Fish Color Variations
hepssSaraaworl dorneters o wrorld-popalation.

Chrizty Lowman iz g Cheistian author and iilusmraior thar Iives in the feorhills of
rie Bine Ridge Mounsains with her hushand and rwo children. She enfons wiiting
and Hluzorating books for all ages. Some qf her short stavies are published weth
Gidideposis and HCT. Christy gives all the glory fo God i everything she does. 4
pariion gf cvery book seid from the Swmall Bible Character Series will be donared
ra baitle human frgfficking. Ifvou enioy her books, “like" her author page on
Facebook and let her know! Tou can buy her boolz ar hifps: Svww.amazon. conys,
rgf=dp _byime sr_book | Ple=UTFREReld-author=Chrisnr+Lowmandesgarch-al
rar=bookr&tevi=Chrisn+Lowmandsorr=relovancerank

Tou can reach Rer ar krgps e ficebook comvantherChrisnLevmans or chrs-
pEsoapsidyahoo.com,

pnam e 2

== amEmmimz e
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Pleasant Hill Baptist Church

Doors
Bv Caron Cline
Burke Coungy

The word “deer’ or ‘doors’ is used 250 mmes in the Bibla !
Doors sre wonderfil inventions. What would we do without @
them?” The most iuportant “door” meptoned in the Bibla is
in John 10. Fead Fobm 10:1-9. I the Eastern world, several P e
different shepherds would put their shesp tozether in a pea
at might for safety reasons. There would be a gaekesper and
be would coly allow the shepherds to 2o inte the sheep pen
Each shepberd had 2 unigue method of calling their sheep
and when it was e to separate them the sheep knew their own shepherd’s volice
and would not follow anvone else. Somemnes when there was not 2 gatekesper
the shepherd would actually lay doam at the opening of the pen zpd become the
doar. Tesns satd that He was actually the door of the sheap. He is the only way o
the Fatker; Tobn 12 szyvs that He is the way, the muth and the life. Coce we kave
coane to the Father through the Son, the Door, we are free indeed. We can coms
and 2o out 50 that we might enjoy all the benefits of beinz one of His shesp, We
will look at of those beaefits tonight.

Jesus is our door of protection:

Grapesis 7:11-146. God told 200k to baild 2 boat because mdgmeent was comine
on all the Earth, The people were so wicked that God was soory thar He had even
mads man, However, Moah was a nzheons man who found faveor with the Lord.
Grod protected kim and kis family by shutting them nsides the ark. Moah had a
chioice whether to believe the Lord; his faith resalted in salvaton from the Sood.
Joshma 2:1-19. Bahab koew that destmction was coming o Jericho and she asked
the spies for mearcy; for herself and ber whole fanily. They gave bher instmcions
o hang 3 scarlet cord in the window and promised ker profecoon when they coa-
quered the city. The stpnlaton was that she and her famdly must be shot inside o
avpld death. Her farth resulted in szlvadon fom the conguest

The key was o be behind the door of protection. We mmist be hidden with Chaist
in God o expensnce His protecdon foom etereal death, bur alse fom the amacks
of the enemy every day. In both instances, these farthfiul people stayed bebind the
door ol the tdme or season of dangzer passed. When it seems 25 if the storms of
life are especially
fiarce, stay behind
the door; stay be-
hind Jasus.

Jesus 15 our door
of praparanon;

Enodns 33:7-11.
The peopls stoad
ouiside their tents
a5 Mioses went intg
the teat of mesnng
o sp=ak with the
Lord face w face.
a0 to speak. Mosas
had w zo behind
the door of tha tent to experience the presence and power of God, 25 well 22 com-
nmane with H.im.

2 Eapes 4:1-7. This widow was francizlly destrote spd neaded a miracla.
Eliska told ]_Er to Zathar as many empdy vessels as she could, o nto her house,
shur the doar and watch whar the Lord would do. She filled a mremendous mumber
of vessels with 2 sesmingly endless flow of wil

When we need a fresh word fom the Lord or a special aneintns, we moust get
behkind the door and posinon oursalves to receive it Tasus Wanfs [0 prEpare us
meat the needs of others. BMoses needed wisdom to lead the children of Istasl.
This widow needed rooney to pay her debts so that ber children could be rescued.
If we ever needed wisdom to lzad our familiss and friends, it iz today. If we evar
needed a fiall vaszal o rescue those who are keld capive by the devil, ot L= foday.
It i= moparative that we get belund the door and allow Jasus to prepare us by fl1-
ing ourvessals so that we can fulfill our calling m aur gensration

Jesus is our door of proanotion:

Feveladon 3:7-8a. Jesus is our door of protecion during twials so that He can
[Oepars us f.:r our individual callings. When we are filled with His Spint, He pro-
miotes 15 ik the kingdon of Hght Dhoers will open that po one can shat, and doors
will shat that no one can open. Cur Father is severeizn, sod He will open doors of
appormaiy for which He kas saved and prepared ns. There is a season for every-
thing: a ome to gat belind the door and then s mmes to walk through the door into
the fialds that ars ripe for hamest.

We munst first be saved by walking thronzh the door of protectdon.

We must then be filled and prepared for service by zatfing behind the door of
preparanon

Lastly, we must go forth thrangh the deor of promotion o rezch the lost aed
then disciple them.

Whick phaze are you in today”

Caran 15 a follower gff Jesus Chrizi who loves fo teach the word of God. Her de-
sire I3 1o see every Bellaver growing i the grace and browledes qf the Lord

'I*' " by
D Gk T, e
Aty ‘ }.t rax

KOs

NC Baptists

Authentic Doers
By Mark Smith

Wichzel Tordan was the greatest professional basketball
plaver during the late 1980s and 19%0=. However, ke was
naver the lighest paid player.

When asked why ke never held our oo bis conract to
his team o pay kim meore rooeey Tordan Iephad ‘T have
always bowored moy word. T wenr for security. I bad six-
vear cowiracts, and I alwavs honared them. People said
Twas undsrpaid bat when T sizned on the dofed lina, T gave miy word.™ Later a
repartar asked Jordan wonld be stand on hiz previons decision. Michasl quickly
stated, “What if moy kids saw their dad breaking a promize? How conld I coptinne
traming them to keep their word?” He want oo o say, “You stand by your wornd
even when that might 2o agzinst you”

Wheaever I bear stories Llika this, I cappot help at connact them 1o peopls of
tae Bible. In Philippians 1:9-10 Paul challenges the church with the impomance of
personsl and relztionsl mregrity. He prayed, “dnd s i s praver: that ypour love
myy abeund more and more in browledee and deprh of insighy, 1o thar you may be
abie fo dizcern what iz bezr and may be pure and blameless for the day of Cheue™
(ML)

When pure (fmwward) and blameless (ouoward) are combined, the Lord is in-
srucring all balisvers to live with fmwvard integrity before the Lord znd external
intesrity hefore rman

Withiour & doubs, the chorch can be the one place that teaches about lving a
pure and blameless life. Cluach leaders kave the oppornuity to hold their mem-
bars accountable to these standards so they can grow o spinmal maturity,

Paul addresses this subject in Epbestans 4:11-13 when be writes, “5o Christ
ri':"l,ﬂ.r‘#um the aposities, the prophers, the evangelists, the pasters and reachers,
fg equep Ris peaple for works qf service, 2o that the body of Christ may be builr up
unnl we all reach wnify i the finch and in the Inowledge of the Son af God and
bacome maiure, araining to the whole measure of the fullness gf Chreizt™ NIV
The Bible iz clear that the church iz only part of the manaing process

Mosesz, on the other hand says m Deuteronomy 6:7, “fmipeess them on your
chiigren. Talk about them wien you 517 ar howe and whan veu walk alang the
road, witen you e down and when vou gef up” (WIV). Thare i3 ng srester place to
madel b to live 3 pure and blameless life than with your famaly. This is a cria-
cal fruth for parents.

Bt based ow the carrent culuoral landscape, thers 13 cause 1o believe many
moms znd dads do pot wnderstand the noportance of “impressing” God's com-
mands on the Iives of their children Ome of the mam canses for our calourzl
dermize is the lack of integrity in the home. Discipleshep with every clhild begins
ar home. I the end, parents are ulmmaely responstble for prepanog them for
SEIIITY.

Needless to zay, this 1z 2 serious moarer Scott MoComnell, director of Life'Way
Fessarch observed “Smidents ars experts at noficing inconsistencies bemwvesn
what parewts =ay and do.” It is easy for parents to talk the talk, bt the raal issne
comes down to whether they can walk the walk.

Mothing vpdermines pareass” efforts in walnng their childrer more than when
thelr actons and God's Word do oot match up. Our home: nesd moms and dads
living suthentc lives now more than ever We will never be perfect, but it should
b= our heart’s desize to live with godly intezrity.

Mark Smith zerves as the senior consultant for Family Evangelizm and Discipie-
ship af the BECNC. His paszion i helping families create a disciple-making
culinee in rhetr homes through God 5 Woed and the local chirch
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SQWITZERLAND|NN

A Blue Ridge Parkway Resort

Blue Ridge Parkway
'.::-i-rl.:n'u:.-, Morth Carolina

Switzerlandinn.com

Carolina Home Care
Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care
Medicaid Covered Services Other Services
= In-Home Care for Children & Adults - Private Pay
= CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
= AP Choice = W& Homemaker Service
= Pediatric Nurse Aids = Companion/Sitter
= Respite
Our in-Home Aldes are supervised by a registered nurse
who is avallable during all hours worked by the aide.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340

Confess your fanlts one to anather, and pray one for another, that ve may be
healed The gffecrual fervenr prayer af a righteous man availedh much.
James 5:16

Redeemed Free Will Baptist Church

The Determined Mother

By Patricia Tackson
MeDowell Coumty

Onr Ladies Sunday School Class has been smdying the
life of Solomon. In I Eings Chapter 3, Verse 5, God spoke
0 Solomon in a dream saying, “Ask whar I shall give thea. ™
W, @iz Solomon's request “Give thergfbre thy servant an =
undarsignding heart fo judee thy people, that I may discern
betwaen pood and bad; for who is able fo judge this thy so
grear a peopie? ™ The Lord was plezzad with his uncelfish request and promised to
al=o add riches snd honor

Solomon’s peed for Divine Wisdom was soon paf to the test. In Verses 16— 27
we have the well-known story of two women who had 3 need and came to the
Eing. We learn the women lived together in the home, no one elze lived with
them. They were both harlots who had recently delivered babies. On the third day
afier birth, one child died in the night. The mother of the desd child replaced it
with the other woman's baby. When she awoke and found & dead baby, she knew
immediately knew the dead child was not bers. Both women claimed the sarviv-
ing child. Let’s look closer at these two women.

We know one mother loved the child and wanted it Dunng the months of
snficipation, she probably thonght about seeing her haby for the first time. holding
it in her amme nursing and martaring it She needed to give love o the child and
be loved by the child Bacoming s mother is not abaays about the soodness of a
mother, but rather her actions. Both women lived as a harlot, kasically having no
friends, money or secured foture. Surely life was hard enough for them withort
having the responsibility of a small baky, but she was determined to get her child
back. We will refer to her as “The Detenmined Mother”. Mo doubt these tano
mathers began to argoe, both claiming the child who was alive. The other mother
refused to admit the child was not hers or refurm it, & very croel selfish act. This
is @ picture of the devil mking sway what is righefolly ours. John 10:10 tells us
that “The thigf cometh not, bur foer fo séeal, and ro B, and to desimay.™ At tmes,
we may have felf there 1= no one we can tum to when we need help. The child’s
mother knew her only hope of reclaimine ber clild was to 2sk Eing Solomon
to interrade. That's our onky hope too in the time of trowbls, to ask our Fesns to
interrede.

We do not know how many days elapsed before these two women, with the
child, made their way to the Palace of Eing Solomon. We hnagine it was a long,
dusty dirt road, filled with hardship and perils. Sometimes oor road may seem
difficult for us o keep going, but just like The Determined Mother, we nmst hold
on to hope and persevere. If we could know the thoughts of the two women when
they came in sight of the King®s Palace, we could imagine the mother who is the
thief might be considering giving back the baby and renoming bome. But she did
oot oo back. She had mken a chald that was not bers and would rather see the
child dead than give it up. The Determined Mother probably saw the Palace walls
a5 hope that she would soon have her child back.

An mdience with the Fomg wonld surely be difficult for twvo women wesring
ragzed clothes, dirty and demanding to be heard Eing Solomon zranted them
access to his throne. When we came to the throns of Jesus, we were dirty, umclean,
znd in need of hope. The Determined Mother now had hope!! She brought her
need to the Eing, just as we have hope when we bring our need of salvation or
forziveness to Jesus. Both women fold the identical story of having a baky, the
other woman's baby dead, and the surviving baby belongimg to her, Tust as these
two wiomen pleaded their case to the Eing, we too can plead our case to our infer-
Ccessor, Jesns.

Solomon listened to both women. I like to imagine be silently called on God.

I do thet often for I know no one else can right the wrong n pay life. Only God
can. Solomon reguested a sword and told his staff to “Divide the living child in
twz and give half to one woman snd half to the other ” Imagzine the shocked look
on the face of “The Determined Mother™. His words were almost imbelievable!!
Words certainly not expected. He was going to ouf ber child in half She repeated
ihe words in her mind The determined Mother could not comprehend that her
pleading for ber child’s return would result in death. She wanted so desperately
1o save the child, even if it meant giving it to the other woman. She requested
that Solomon give the child to the other woman and oot slay it. She was willing
1o sacrifice et meotherhood in exchange for the life of ber child But the woman
who was not the child's mother told Solomen to “Let if be neither ming nor thine,
Bt divigle i1, The devil would rather see soanething, or someone destroved before
he gives up. The scriphare states that Solomon’s tention was to discover the fmth
by watching the responsss of the two women and ralying on the matemnal instinces
of the e mother

Verse 27 “Then the king answered and said, Ghee her the ivimg child, and in ne
wisg shay it she 15 the mother theregl ” The Determined Mother had prevailed and
was given het child back. Solomon’s words and actions were anthoritanian, and
final just a5 God's words are.

Chapter 3°s final verse notes the effect that Solomon’s unorthodox decision had
ot only on the women, the baby, but on the kingdom: “When ail Irael haard
the verdict the Bng had given, thay held the kng in awe, because they saw that
bz Fural wisdom from God fo administer jusice” (1 Kings 3:28). The account of
Solomon’s handling of the case of the two harlom proved that be had mdeed besn
eranted wisdorm from God A large part of Solomon's firture success was becausa
of hiz sincere prayer to God for wisdom He prayed the right prayer; he scked for
the right thing, and God honered his request. He will bomor our request to, when
we pray for wisdoon and serve him

Parricia Jackzan iz the Azzistant Teacher for the Ladies Class at Redeemed Froo
Will Baptist Church, Glenmwood, NC. She iz g grant writer for non-profics, a pub-
lizhed author and refired Nurzing Howme ddministrator: She lhves i Rutherford
Coumdy with har husband.
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“This is How | Fight My Battles”

By Christy Young
Mirchall couniy

How ofien do we question our ciroumstances? Do you
find vourself in prayer asking God to change the adver-
sity that you're facing? I like to be comforiaible and detest
chanze. Sometimes oor lives becomes a pattern and we fend
to overlook the calling that (od has oo our lives. We all face challenges. How
we respond to those challenges define us as Chrisians. Sommetimes those chal-
lenzes are short term, other times they are long tenm amd follow us droushont our
life. Itis easy to walk in the glory of God when life is moning smoothly. But,
bow do we shine thronzgh the hard times? Prayver, los of Faith, and Trust! Trost-
ing that God has a reasen and purpose for 2l things. I have wimessed personally
that sometimes we must step owtside our comfort zone o be faithfal to God's call-
ing. Through my own ciroumstances, my prayer has become ... Lord change me,
belp me to face my problems, sorugeles, hardships knowing that I am not alons
and that You kave a divine purpose fior all things I face. Fomans 12:12 says, “Be
Jopful in hepe, patient in qffiiction, faitiful in prayer.” As children of God, we
have hope. Our hope is heaven, a day of no more sadness, pam, or death. God
made each of us unique and has a perfect plan for our lives. We all walk through
the valley and have a multitude of problems. Thankfolly, we have been sranted
the oppornanity to let God lead and strenzthen our spirimal walk alongs the way.
Focus on (God and seek His purpose and His will throughout narmoil. Fight with
you serve God.  Char God is soversign and jast! He lowes each of His children
and wants to see us prosper. Luke 21:19 says, “Stand firm, and you will win lje
How do you fight your battles? Dk yvou put on the armoer of God, tmost Him to
lead, and have faith that preseveres? Or do you souggle to change the ciroum-
stances before you, cansing yourself to become biter and weary, James 1:12,
“Blazsed is the ong who perzeveres under frinl becawre, having siood the test, that
person will neceive the crown gf Iife that the Lord har promized fo those who love
him. " What a perfect promise! Challenge vourself to walk in the “poodness of
God™! Fight your battles acknowledsing that (zod is always faithfnl your friend,
and vour Bedesmer!

Christy Young is the blessed wife af Chris Toung and proud mother of Hunier

and Holden. She is a life-long resident qf Mitchell County, bookkeeper at Young,
Miller & illezpic, P4, and a member gf Bemr Creef Baptist Church.

Judge not, and ye shall nor be judged: condemn not, and ye shall nor be
condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: Luke 6:37

5" ANNUAL FUND RAISER

Baptlst Men Golf Tournament

y
8 30 SHOTGUN START
GRassY CREEK GOLF COURSE $65

EacH person incLuning LUNCH

CORPORATE SPONSOR 8500.00 INCLUDES 4
GOLFERS LARGE SIGN 4 EXTRA MULLIGANS

4 FLIGHTS, Captains Choice, Long
Drive, Closet to Pin, Putting Contest

'-'l!r
B

200 ETHAN ALLEN DRIVE
SPRUCE PINE. N.C. 28777

40 YEARS OF QUALITY e
CRAFI-SMAHSHlp WWW.BUCKSTOVE.COM
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ﬁﬂan Senior Attends Legislative Event
By Cheryl Shaffler
Burke Couny

Mikayla Holden chose to hone her debate skills and zet
a plimpee ot how state overnment works by afending the
Horth Carsling Youth Legizlative Assembly (YLA) The
event happened to fall on prom weekend in April for the |
Parton High School senior. But the fumre political science |
major hopeful who plans to attend TUNC-Chapel Hill in
the fall thonzht the mock legislative session would be
more bepeficial to her fiture. She and other hish school smdents speat the week-
end voicing their opinions and voting oo issues concerming local, state and mational
government. The YLA is patterned after the MC General Assembly and the smdents
actually draft a final report of their debates and votes and present them 1o the gover-
nor and legislators.

Mikayla szid she has abaays besn interested in political science and law, bat more
so recently with what has been happening nationally with the border debate. While
a part of the YI.A Mikayla was sssimmed to the judiciany conunittee and debatsd
school safety, mets] detectors i schools and agriculture. “Tt opened my perspec-
tive to different things ™ she said  She added she leamed valnable lessons and =kills,
nchading Foberts Bules of Order. She also got 3 small taste of what it will be like
to be away from home and at college. She was as- R
sirmed a roommate and made new friends. She also
plans to apply as a legislatve page this aummer.

Burke County Public School Superintendent Dir.
Lamry Pumam szid “Mikayla is a bright young lady,
and I am prouwd of her for taking on this challengs
and attending the state’s Youth L ezislative Assem-
biy. I have no doabe she represenwted Burke Coumty
Public Schoots well. I am excited abont Mikayla's
finture and can’t wait to see her grow even more m
college and =11 of the zood she will do in the world.™

Mikayla is on her school’s cheer sguad, dances,
is 3 member of hsdal TE, is in the Anchor Club,
Spanish Club, and 8 member of the Mational Honor 2
Society, is imvolved n ber youth group at church Aleaipla:Hnldn
and is sm nsher at church. She vohmteers at bMountain View Elementary School and
is an office intern st Mendizn. MMikayla is the dmghter of Mike Holden 3 refirad
Burke Coumty Public Schools principal, and Alicia Holden, an exceptional children
teacher at Patton

Cheryl Shyffer ix the Public Relations Offfcer for the Burke Couwnty Public School
Swstam.

CAROLINA -  FLOORING
A F hristian Owned Biisiness
WE ARE COMMITTED TO HELPING QUR
CUSTOMERS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS BY
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY FLOORING
SERVICES

R

OUR HARDWORKING TEAM CAN TAKE CARE OF ALL
YOUR FLOORING NEEDS!

906 W Union St
Morganton, NC 286

Telephone: (828) 475-1192

Is Starting a Small Business Right
for You?
By Christy Wright

Wy miom started ber bosiness when I was only st months
old She was a single mother with only 364 to her name, bat
with a determination to survive. To make ends mest, she
went back to the coe thing she knew she was really good an
bakmg and decorating cakes.

We're celebrating Mational Small Business Week this
maonth which always takes me back to my roots. It renunds
me of mry childhood that is filled with swest memories froon the cake shop my
mom started more than 35 vears ago. I grew up watching ber simzzle and work
hard as she built 3 business and 3 life doing what she loved. Bur the best part is
that it kit a fire in me to help equip other woonen to do the same.

Because of o1y mom, I stared some side bosinesses of my own. And later, I
became & certified business ooach and created the Business Boutigne. I wanied
1o build a place for women to owvercome fear and learn everything they needed to
know about starting and growing a bosiness.

For mamy of us, the journey begins (and sometimes ends) with one guestion:
Dip T hawve what it takes to start 3 small business?

Az mmch as I love small-bosiness owners, the answer isn't always yes. It takes
8 certzin kind of person with the willingress to put themselves out there and the
determination to persevere. You've zot to be okay with unknowm risks, a lotof
responsibility and really hard work at imes. 5050, to belp women figure ont if
this might be worth their while, T usualky 2=k them three questions:

1. Do yon want to help people?

If you don't really like people or helping them, then starmnng a business is prob-
ahly not fght for vou. But if you get excited about serving others in some way—
improving their lives, meetng their needs, solving their problems or listening to
their complaints (becanse, lot’s be homest, there will be some!)—hen this might
be right for vou. And if vou already have in mind how you want to help people,
that’s even better!

2. D you want to make momey T

There’s a difference betwesn 3 hobby and a business: A business makes you
money, while a hobby costs you money, MSo many people pursue their hobby
as @ msiness and then end up broke, because they just doa't care abont making
money of they “feel bad™ for charzing somecone for what they do.

Mow, if you do want to make profit but you have some weird, squitmoy feelings
about money, that's acieally normalnonmal. T coach women every day to help
them face their fears around pricing their product, charging customers and paving
themszalves. Just becanse you have a love-hate relationship with money doesm’t
mean you can’t make it! You jost need a liftle help. But you nesd to have a drive
o make money if yon're ever going to make any (ranslation: stay in usiness!).

3. Do youn want to work hard?

I"m oot going to suzarcoat this: Business is hard work at times. It just is. But if
you want it bad enonzh and are willing to put m the bleod, sweat and tears, then
you can make it. You don’t need 3 business degree, a pile of money or all the bells
and whistles to taild a successfl business. Buf you do need a whole Lot of grit.

The most snccessful business owners aren't people who had a smooth path to
the top. They were just willing to get knocked dowm ower and ower agzin, and get
back up, dust themselves off, and kesp goinge.

I hope youn tike fime to reflect over these three questions. They're great mdica-
tors of whether starting a business might be a good fit for youw. I sure hope it
is, becanse I love small busmesses. Small businesses are the backbone of oar
economy. They create jobs, pour back info their communities and lead the charge
in mew tech and product innovaton. (1)

And as we celebrate Matonal Small Business Week I can’t halp bt dream
sboit sesing even more wornen pursee their passion and build a Life making mon-
ey doinz what they love. So, lef me ask you, will you be cne of them? If vou nesd
help zetting started, I have tons of free resources to help you at christywright com.

Chrizfy Wright iz the 2l natonal best-selling author qf Business Boutigue, host of
the Buriness Boutigue Podeast, a Certjfled Brusiness Coach and a Ramzey Person-
ality with a pazrion for equipping women with the mowledze and staps they noed
to seccesgilly run and grow o business.
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Compassionate Care
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Palliative+ Hospice+Counseling

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville » 828-682-9675
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PruittHealth,
Committed to Caring since 1969

When you and your loved one need home
health care, PruittHealth Home Health is ready
with a skilled team that combines expertise,
state-of-the-art technologies, and deeply
rooted commitrnent to deliver the best in home
health care.

When vou returm home from the hospital or
long-term inpatient care, or just need skilled
care at home, our home health team is ready

to help vou move along the path to optimim
health and wellness.

Our team of skilled experts coordinate care,
providing:

= Skilled nursing services

* Physical therapy

* Occupational therapy

* Speech therapy

* Medical social services

* Home health aides

We use advanced electronic charting systems
to track progress and treatments in real time,
resulting in better care in your own home. To
ensure the best possible care, we focus on
educating both our patients and families on
the personalized care pathway that is tailored
to their needs.

[ ]
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: L
Y Pruitt
Serving Avery, Mitchell, Yancey,

anhd surrounding counties.

PruittHealth Home Health (Avery)
828-733-1550

PruittHealth Home Health (Mitchell)
828-688-3421

PruittHealth Home Health (Yancey)
828-682-7825
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