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"It is impossible to rightly govern a
nation without God and the Bible."
George Washington

Bear Creek Baptist Church

God Bless America, Please!
By Bruce Cannon
Adzcheill County

Anpther birthday is quickly approaching for our na-
don. America was founded by men and women looking
for a place where they could worship (od in spirit and in
tath. History bears this out through so many speeches
and docnments from its beginwing. For example considsr
this:

In God We Trnest was first inscribed on U5, coins in
1564 under President Linceln, and in 1956 Congress made it the national motio of
the United States.

George Washingion added “so belp me God™ to his insmugural oath; every presi-
dent since has likewise asked for God's assistance at his inauguraton.

Since its first meeting in 1774, Congress has opened its sessions with prayer,
usually given bry its official chaplain in both honses.

On October 3, 1789, one week after Congress approved the Bill of Rights,
Pres. George Washineton recognized “the duty of all Mations to acknowledze the
providence of Almighty God to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and
numnbly to implere His protecmgon and faveor,™ and therefore declared a national
“day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with
gratefl hearts the many signal favors, inchuding the Constitution, of Almighty
God especially by affording them an opporiumity peaceably o establish a form of
overnment for their safety and happiness.™

The famous Liberty Ball of Philadelphia is inscribed with the meszage of fres-
dom found m Leviticus 25:10, “Proclaoim Hberty throughout all the land unio all
the imfadatanis theregf ”

And there are so many more examples of our nation being founded on the Lord

God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth.

My question is, “How are a few so able to demsnd removal of the symbols of
our Christian heritage and succeed in doing so? To bomow & phrase used by a
few over the past years, “Is the tzil wagming the dos?" Why can’t the “dog wag
the tail?™ Does the majority rule? Or have the woices of 3 lond few ont-shouted
the softened or silenced, voices of the masse?

Examples of our Christian farth and heritsge being under atftack inchide the
Cross being removed from some public taildings, the Ten Commendmenis being
removed froon some locatons, and the nsme of “Jesus™ being bamred from public
Prayers in some instances. These are but a few examples of the seeming move-
ment to ban the Lord from America. And, while all of this s happening, it seems
as if so many have lost their will mo fzht for our Christan freedoms,

Whar noost we be reminded of this July 4th? Except the LORD buald rhe
howuse, thay labour in vain that build it excepr the LORD keep the cify, the watch-
pan waketh bur in vain. (Psalm 1271} Blazzed is the nation whose God is the
LORD (Pealm 33:12)

What st we do to help our current pitiable situation” 17Pray! Pray that our
movermmental leaders and our Christian leaders will have the wisdom and puomp-
tion to stand for these fime-honored principles that made our nation great. 2)Be!
Be the change that America needs. Live out your faith in God so that everyone
knows beyvond a doubr that you believe in, serve, and love the Lord Pray puifich:
Camy your Word aroumd openly, 3)Wote! Vote for those who have those fime-
honored Chrstian valnes. 4jLove! Love the Lord God with all your heart. Setve
Him and He will give you the wisdom and power to be the change America needs.

R, Bruce Camon currently serves ar the Senior Pastor of Bear Creek Bapitist
Church m Bakernville Formeriy he served oz Divector of Mizzions for the Bladen
Baprizt Arzociation and has saved on the General Boand af the Bapsist State
Comvantion af North Caroling
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The Colors ofl.%i

Crossnore Fine Arts Gallery represents regional painters, sénlp.l;nm;hnd fine crafts persons
who want to take part in benefitting the children of Crossnore School & Children’s Home.
Join us for one of our Summer Gallery Shows and come see the colors of hope.

Fosmeis the Place Focod’. ame @/aeed” in Silver and Gold
Artist - Anne Harkness Artist - Rachelle Davis, Jewelry Designer
Thursday, July 11, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Thursday, August 1, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
A Long Distant 2ésdoe Beyond the Zécanal
Artist - Bryan Kocontz Various Artists
Thursday, September 12, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Thursday, October 10, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Coming Around ’
A Stroll Through the 2G99 Season
Thursday, November 7, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

“.‘ »
Ne
CROSSNORE

fine arts gallery

205 Johnson Lane | Crossnore, NC 28616 | (828) 733-3144 | www.crossnoregallery.org
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. Yow For Supporting Our Adwmertisers!

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES
Jomathan's Used Applkances {21)

AUTOMOEILES - Dealers

Buckanan Young (37)
John Greene Chrysler {47)

AUTOMORILES - Repair
John's Precisioen duto Bedy (3)

AUTOMORILES - Tores
Spruce Fine Tire (14)

BOOK STORE
Dellingers Bookstore (34)

BUILDING SUPPLY
Sammit Building Supply (47)

CHURCHES
Nitapass Baptist (4)

Brar Creek Baptint ()

Berry Chapel Baptist (4)
Burkemont Baptist {4)

Faith Fellowship (4)

First Advent Christian {§)

First Baptist Spuce Pine ()
Grassy Creek Bapit (4

Great Hope Th day Adventist (1)

Morganton Seventh day Adventit (4)
Pine Branch Baptist {4)
Plumstree Presbyterian (4)
Spruce Pine United Methodist {4)
St. Lucian Cathalic {4)

The Bridge (4)

West Burnsville Baptist {4)

CHIROPRACTIC
Crax Chiropractic (8)

1/}
Jami Millr (4)

DENTIST
Scott Marphy (19)

1111
Mitchell DS (18)

EVENTS

Crezmore Schoaol (2)
Fimt Bagtast Church (8)
Freedom Life (37)
Witchell Co. Chamber (45)
Yancey Co. Chamber (%)
Yancey Senior Center (20)
Valdese Tourem (15)

FARM SUPPLIES
Grffith's General Store (17)

Carolima. Flooring/Cabinats (42)

Sessaman's Funersl Home (1)

FURNITURE

Buck Stove (45)

L&B Fumniture (40)
Paoples Fursiture (16)
Seutiwest Trading (20)

GARDEN CENTER
Lakeview Garden Center (35)

GUN SMITHIN'
Pappy's (1)

HEALTH CARE
Mountain Cemmanity Health
Partersip (39)
Carofima Home Care (44)
Faith Based Health Care {11)
Pruit Health Care (41)

HOSPICE

Hespice and Palliative Care of
the Blue Ridge, Inc (3)
Hespice of Rutherfordton (8)
Compassisnate Care of Westera
Nerth Carolina (25)

HOUSING
Cayon (26

INSURANCE
Fortmer bnsurance (11)
McDewell Farm Bureau (41)

Miller lmsarance Grosp (24)
Mitchell Ca. Farm Bureau (33)
Mation Wide / Trent (31)
Premier lasurance (17)

MULCH
Mellare Comriructivn (13)

ORTHODONTICS
Small & Martin Orthodontics

(20)

PHARMACY
The Prescription Pad (13)

PLUNBING/HEATING
Burleson Plumbing Heating (1)

POOLS

Backyard Creations (34)
Kem Ray Posks (1)

REALTORS
Whitsen Realty (1)

RERABILITATION NURSING
Brian Center (§)

RESTAURANTS

Abedes Resturant (30)
Bantam Chel (21)
Bubba’s Good Eats (41)
0T (4)

Switzeriand Inm (#4)
Western Sizzlin (¥)

RETAIL
Grassy Creek Cothing (34)

THRIFT STORE
Hospice of Mikchel Go. (1)

TRANSPORTATION
Yancey Transit (%)

TREE SERVICE
Ray's ree Service (21)

wwrw brenews com

Tuly 2019 - Blue Bidge Chrnstian MNews page 3



The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
5 i of WNC Baptist Church
- o 207 Avenue 280 Chapel SL
i i Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Eﬂﬁmh- NC 28777
E_: :"': Lok, ik weerwi. bemychepalbapiist. com
- i Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams
- il Sunday Servics 10:30AM Sunday School B:45 AM
i Wadinasday Servicn 7-00PM Worship Service 11:00 AM
% i Church Offica Sunday Evening Care Meal/
i 0 8:00AM-3:00PM Ministry - 5:30 PM
X i ﬁ‘.‘.ﬂ‘l‘ﬂmh Body of S r
::; : mﬂimh ordar io sea e Fre DI L W
B i * saton and work {808 dom 17 ?‘?_ i) And Jois Chist i L orl
A B Morganton Faith Fellowship Church
i i Seventh-day Champ Ray Rd
o B Adventist Church Micavile, NC 28755
i » - e B www, fenradio,ong
. S Pastor - Steva Bletz
£ £ Pastor: David Gillespie
i e Sabbath (Saturday)
L . Bible Study - 9:30 am Sunday Schol - 10:00 am
i i Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Sandce - 10045 am
b kil Vegetarian Bulfet aler church Vednesdey Bible Study - T00pm
i Vit Wednaesday *The sispe of 2 good men e
ek 1] Pralss, Prayer & Prociaim - ordered by the Lond:
. ; 7060 pm #And ha dadighisth in his way"
www. morgantonsda.ong Pealm 1723
L Grassy Creek Baptist| | West Burnsville Burkemont
Y gt RS GG 538 they Baptist Church Baptist Church
- BB TBE-06ED ?ﬂm NG Wast Bumsville Chirch Rd. I:hﬂﬂs B-l.u'lr.imgn R,
o okt ey | 5-4620 Bumnsville, NC 26714 rganton, NC 28655
B S R www Grasmroreakie.ong B28)-582-3990 828-437-2357
Sunday Schosl « 10:00am Sunday School 10:00am Pastor: Terry Long pleass visit
Worship -H:H..I hMoming Worship 11:00am Bu Schoal: 545 a.m. waww burkemontbaptist.org
Sunday Evening - nday Sche
e e Sunday evening B:30pm Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
st & Ird Wednesday: Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
tﬁ-nﬁgﬁ-‘ﬁ;ﬂfnrﬂtm 8-11) JAM, esus and Me) T:00pm Wednesday Servica 6:30 p.m.
Discovary ages 12-18) Ssokars (young adults) T:00pm)| 8:30am - Early Worship
Wednasday - 7: Mid-wesek worship 7-00pm Church vislo: Gietying G themegh 2:45am - Sunday School
- "That Mitchell County kncwing, growing. going. to bulid e churc 11:00am - Worship
Bible Balieving Church” may know Chist® et it the workd, 6:00pm - Evening Warship
Humam thhytumn Eaﬂalar t‘::r:ellltm a!i"ﬂﬂ Ho <t Pine Branch
re ptist Chu venth- Baptist Church
hiaid o 3 327 Bear Creek Road Adventist Church e g
BaBTES-8010 Bakarsville, NC 28705 2907d US Hwy 70 E Spruce Pine, NC 28777
WK LTSS Church, www bearcreskbaptist com Phone: (828) 765-9101
Pastor 7 wiana pinabranch st.nat
m@}m Reverend Bruce Cannon i it
Pastor Barry ofney
mﬂr&':“ Eﬂ‘dﬂ!‘g:ﬂﬂd gﬁ;r“ Reverend Bobby Joe Gresns
o Tiosasiny-Trumcy swssings, 700 Worsh rvice 10: Sabbath
- Fusion Youth Wednesdey's, 5230 pm 1 Dhﬂ?m 8:00 PM Blﬁm Sunday School = B:45-10:40am
T Wy fEW [ty e Evening Worship 6:45 PM Sabbath Waorship - 11:30am Warship Service « 10:45am
Jobr: 1514 Yiou dd ot choose me, but | chose o Wadnesday Warship 7:30 PM mm-wu ammmuq; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
et ppeinted you b g el b ul—trd hat - Praiss, Prayer
ilhlhmﬂlmm "For God =0 loved the word, he mﬁl-::am x '_r;ﬂrmm A Bible-belleving Fellowship
i n gave his only Son...” www.greathopesda.com Loving God and Loving People
_Eprunu Pine United
ot Lucies | [Figepsstgmmner) [Somcs T
Catholic Church 11090 Hwy. 226 South
695 Summit Strest mwug'gm Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 ‘F'"m“ TE5-5411 m.mn.wlnwmﬁg
Phone (828) 765-2224 wwwspruceginafbe.cam spumc3fbalisouth
. eplbe blogepet.com BZB-THS-T448
Sunday Mass 8:00 am s Hoabie Pastor Rev. Jaramy Troxler
e E:;]ﬁh 2 Schoel - 145 am ‘5"’% 1“‘“"’“
menﬁ“au-*lm- E‘mﬂ:ﬂ'mﬂmm mescay -
4:00pm '-'fm g T kesor of Oprice F:- unhed
Knowing God, Sesing Bod, Sering " it Srought mw
God, Submitiing o Gogl Ericaiion, and Murtering Sandos

Yoo can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where vour
church iz and when you meet by listing in the BRECN Church
Directory. This vizsible and effective advertizing i3 specially priced at
5300.00 per yvear for our churches - apprommately 35,75 a wesk!

Call us ar 828-765-6800 to envroll in
this important outreach effort.
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Vaping - Is It Harmful?
Bv Pastor Dean Homeyoubt
Mitchell County

Vaping among tepns has skyrocketed over the past
several vears. “In 2015, the 1S surgeon general reported
that e-cigarette use among high school students had
increzsed by Q00 percent. And 40 percent of these teen
e-cigaretie nsers had never smoked regalar tobacco ™
In cnar moumtsin commnnities, we have seen a buge
Junp in vaping. Coaches, teachers, and parents ate
conferned about the increased use of vape. “Today, more kigh school stadents use
e-cigareties than regnlar cigaretfes, The use of e-cigaremes is higher among high
schoo] smdents than aduolts. In 2018, 1 n 5 high school students reporied using
e-rigarefies in the past month ™ {UJ5 Surpeon (Gemeral)

What is vaping®

“Vaping refers to the act of inhaling and exhaling the aerosol, or vapor, created
by a waping device. A vaping device includes a mouthpisce. a battery, a heating
component, and a carridge that contains the e-liquid or e-juice. The e-liquid is a
combination of nicotine, favorings, and other chemdicals, The battery powers the
heating component, which heats up the e-liguid, also known as vape juice. Asa
result, the device produces water vapoer Users inhale this vapor into their lungs.™
There are many different types of favors used for vaping. Vape carmidges are
wrapped in cool desizns and labeling that appeal to youmg people. Flavers inclnde
candy, bubble zum. cotton candy, strawberry, chocolate. watennelon, apple pie
- just ateout anything vou can imagine All this, with a batery powered vaping
dewice that produces a Litile smoke. s way more appealing than a fraditional ciga-
refte. Peer pressure. slong with marketing techniques, hare yvouth into rying this
highly addictive drug which is very harmful to the brain and lunes.

What are the dangers of vaping?

“Mo matter how it's delivered. nicotine is hamoful to youth and youme adults.
E-cigarettes fypically contain nicotne as well as other chermicals that are known
o damage health. For exampls, wsers risk exposing their respiratory systems to
potentially harmiful chemicals in an e-cigarette © (U5 Sargeon General). Some of
these chemicals inchude diacetyl, propylene, zlycol, ghycerol, and metals such as
nickel, tin, and lead. All these have been linked to cancer, respiratory disease, and
heart disease.

The vaping juice conld also be laced with marijuans smd other dangerons
chemicals. Thess fine particles are mbaled mto the lunes causing damage in blood
veszals and the brain also potentially leading the way to other dmigs. Vapmg is
damperpus and kamful Rawy teens are under the mpression that vaping is less
harmfinl than the traditional ciparatte. Listen all tobacco products are hammdil,
We can not see inside our bodies and see the damage of nicotmme and alcohol.
Believe me, it is there, and once the damage has been done one cannot get their
health back. I am by no means perfect and will never claim such; hoaever, T kave
seen the hammfal results of mcotine and alcohol in the lives of family members
who suffered froon cancer and beart disease. Some people say of cigaretie use
“well, something is going to kil me. [ just soon die of something [ enjoy doing.™
Well, that is no way to live, especially for a Chnstian,

How can I help my teen™

1. In a lowing way, share the dangers of e-cigarettes, dmgs. and alcobol. Shoar
them pictures of users and testimonies of addicts. A little scare tactic never hort
anything bur just be honest about it

2_ Live by example: do not do anything you wonld not want your child to do. Youar
influence a5 & parent is more powerful than yon realize.

3. Pray for your child often.

4 Limit oppornumities for peer pressure. Yo, by o mieans, can totally avoid pest
pressure; bowever, you can provide opporiuntties with chrch events, camps, and
an open, friendly ammosphere at home that encourages positive role models and
fun tmes.

5. Bvery parent faces this, even Pam and I We have dealt with and are dealing
with the nse of tobacco products. We live in an ares where many of our grandpar-
ents made a living off prowing tobacco. The very thing that prowided income for
my grandfather caused him to have a leaky heart valve. When told by a doctor to
lay doam the cigarettes and he could potentially add vesrs to his life. my grand-
father stopped smoking cold mrksy. God allowed him o live long after the had
diagmosis of his heart condition.

. The power of the Gospel is the only thing that can change a life and remove an
Consider this powerful testimomy of a changed life.

“I'm thinking of v own lifie and the way I use to Live it, Preacher Diean. I was
an alcobolic, a drug addice, and the bars were my church many vears ago. I bet
you didn't know that about me or even think of me being that way, boh? T've been
reading Hebrews and my old sins have come back o me. I had 2 DWT and was
glmast killed while driving dronk and meszed up on cocsine md speed. So. my
conchizion to Hebrews, after reading it so mamwy times, is that if Jesns conld pull
me ot of that life then He can do that for anyone who's saved. I've been washed
in the Blood of Christ, I believe m that blood and the cross, and I am a child of
Grod. We can all have that. God was not zoing to let me go, was He?™

Al of us wormy sbout our children, and there is no guarantes that they would
not Ty something at some point in thedr life. However, we can do everything
within our power to keep our kids away from addictions. The devil wants to
destroy their lves, but “ereater ix Hi that i i vou, thaw be that i5 in the worid (1
Tobhn 4:4).

Pastor Dean Horeyouft & Snow Hill Baptist Church in Bakeroville, NC.
He may be reached at 525-355-0213, snowhillbaptiziggmail.com , or visit their
wahsite at www srowhilibaptizf com.

24 Hour Nursing Services
Pain & Symptom Management
Ongoing Patient and Family Education
Chaplain & Bereavement Support
Social Work Services
Ongoing Patient & Family Support
Respiratory Therapy
Volunteer Services

Proudly Serving Mitchell, Avery, Yancey, Madison,
Upper McDowell and Burke Counties

[Ty Hospice and Home Care
! of the Blue Ridge, Ine.

L
ot~

BURNSVILLE *YANCEY
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

FRESENTS

August 2nd & Jrd
sam To opm
T-:"':".Tl ]."J':’lfl"r:. .:".j!"ﬂ-f_?-.'ili':-. I"'L:
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Sunday School and Small Group
Training for Busy Lives
By Rick Hughes

Do you ever say, “T would really like to attend that train-
ing, but my life is bosy? 1 just can’t find the dme!™ Good
news! The Sumday School and Small Groups team bhas de-
sirmed a comvenient. self-puided leaming platform to assist
leaders not onky to be tramad but also to frain others.

The focus is on teaching. caning and sharing. These prmciples are based on 1
Thessalonians 2-8: “We caned 5o much for you that we wene pleated fo share with
you not anly the pospel of God but alzo our own Iives, because vou had become
dear o us. " The videos will gnide you both to understand snd implement prin-
ciples of teaching, caring and sharing while developing leaders in your class.

What are theze Toles?

Teacher’s Bole

= Smdy and meditate on God's Word to teach people utilizing a vanety of
teaching methods

= Disciple/Mentor another teacher

= Pray for the sroup

Care Laader’s Fole
* Pray for people in the group
= Disciple others to assist n this minisry
= Create relationship oppormnities for the group
= Pray for the sroup

Share Leader’s Fole

= Pray for people cutside of the group

= Disciple others to assist in this minisry

* Create relationship oppornities for the group to engage lost people

= Azsimilate new people into the Froap

The vidso-bazed leaming modules consist of experient ed practitionsrs who of-
fer simple tips that will allow you fo tzke the next step in your growth as 3 Sunday
School or Small Group keader. For more information, please go tohitps:/frain.

Rick Hughas serves az a consultant for Evangelism and Dizcipleship for the
BECNC. He iz also pastor gf the Kang Cowbay Church and is irvolved in ravital-
tzation af a small church.

By Tim Eller

T have lezmed throngh life that vou cannot win every bar-
tle. People so often want to argue and divide owver the most
intricate defails of theslozy. People offen desire to quickly
bom someons st the stake for being a heretic. Theze
defenders of the faith do more to destroy Gods Kingdom
tham fo build it wp. Fesns told us o gat the beam out of oar
own eye bafore trying to get the speck out of our brothers,
In every church and on every pew if you look 1efi and mght
you can see 4 family effected by the dmg epidemic. If my People who are called
I will heal their land. God said bomble vourselves and pray, not get imvolved in
an argument and affray. S0 pre wib, post @b, nod b, or oo @b, Can we stop
fighting each other long enowgh o unify and fight agzinst the kingdom of dark-
ness that is destroying our families. If Christians would quit doing the devil's job
of dividing and accusing the brethren we conld see revival. We need each other
nd we need God

Tim Eller graduated from Caroling Gradiate School gf Diviniy and kas been
mvoihved in prison and jail ministory for the past fiftee years. Currently he ix
aperating in the capacity af a zervant of Jesur Christ:

WE ARE
HERE FOR
OZ.

- Y
\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

A

w Come take a tour and reserve your private room foday!

218 Laurel Creek Ct. » Spruce Pine, NC 28777 » Phone: 828-765-T312 » Fax: B28-T65-7295

The Brian Center team wants to be
a resource to the community.

We are a § star Medicare rated facility.

' 8.8 & & ¢

It's our goal to get community members
back home as guickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Siroke Recovery

Respiratory Care

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electrical Stimulafion
Diathermy Mobile Swallow Studies

wwrw bicnews.com
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A Pastor's View
The Blood-Bought Life (1 Peter 1: 17-21)

By Shawm Thomss
Burke Couniy

Thers is 2 msm in Anstralia, James Harmson, whose hlood
1= precious. Harnison has an anfibody in his blood which is
given to mothers whose systems would attack their unbom L;.
babies. When they discovered the anobody in his system,
abvout 50 vears ago, they were able to creste 3 life-saving
medication from his blood, which is now credited with sae-
mpg more than 2 million babies! That's 2 million lives saved by one man’s hlood.
That's pretty precions blood. But there's 3 blood thar's preater: the bload of Temas,
which kas saved countless millions not oaly from death, bat also froon efernity
hell 2= well. Our passage this morming talks abont that precious blood of JTesus,
and the difference it makes in our lives:

“If yon address as Father the One who moparially judges according to each one’s
work, conduct yourselves m faar during the tme of your stay on earth; 18 know-
g that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from
vour futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precions blooed,
as of a lamb unblemished and spotless. the blpod of Chrst. 20 For He was fore-
knom before the foumdation of the world, but has appeared in these Last times fior
the zske of you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from
the dead and gave Him glory, so that vour faith and hope are in God.”

The Bible says if you are a Christian then vou have a “Blood-Bought Tife™:

I You Were Bought By The Blood Of Jesus Christ

Versa 18, addressing these of ns who are children of God through Jesus Christ,
SEYS 0 us: pou were noi nedearmed with perizhable things iike sthver or goid ...
but with precions Mood, ar gfa lamd unblemizhed and spotiess, the blood af
Christ. ™

This word “Tedeemed” means “to hiberate,” or “pay a ransom” to sef soneons
free. In Leviticus 25 in the Old Testament, God ralked to Isrzel sbout how if a
man became =0 poor that he had w sell himself into slavery, that one of his rala-
owes could “redeem™ him  or oy im back out of slavery (497

Well Tesus said m John &:34 that every one of us who has sinned has become
a “slave to zin " We “s0ld ourselves mvto slavery™ as it were. into the hand of zin
and Satan, and Ephesians 2 tells ws we were under bis control. But just like the
telatives of a man in the Old Testament could bay kim owt of slavery, so the Bibla
says FOD bought U5 oat of slavery. Buat the price of our redemption was costly.
Psalm 49:7-8 says: “No man can by any means nedeem fis brothar
O give to rod a ranzom for kim— For the redemption of ks soul i5 castly, and
he showid ceaze frymng formver ” God says there, you and T can't pay for the re-
demption of a soul; It is to0 much.

What I5 the price of the redemption of a soul” What is 2 mam worth?

In the 1800, a slave could be bought for 51000-1 200 (320,000 or more o mo-
day's money).

I just read in American Caesar, a biography of General Douglas Wiac Arthor,
that during the Tapanese siege of Correpidor and Batazn during Warld War IT
MfacArdnr and the Americans were trapped. A snbmanns managed to sneak in
and bring MacArthor and his troops thirty-seven tons of ampmmniton. OF course,
they could also send something OUT in that same space on the sub, so the General
considered loading the gold ballion of the Philippines government oa the sub,
the Sexwolf, so it wouldn't fall into Tapanese hands — but be decided to send his
armay and navy pilots instead, becanse he said they were imeplacesble. He later
told those pilots that they were “lirerally” worth their weight in zold! (William
Manchester, American Caesar, p. 244)

Those pilots should have felt very precious: that thev were literally considered
miore worthy of bemp taken out of there than solid GOLD!

But the Bible says o us as Christians: listen, your sonl was not just redeemed
with silver and gold — but by something infinitaly more precions: the blood of
Jesus Christ!

Tust like Jesus said, we had ALL sold ourselves into slavery fo sin and Satan,
when we chose to sin. And we should have been left thete, and gone to hell —
that is what we all deserved! But the Bible says, “God so loved the werld that He
gave His only begotien Son™ — Fesus came imto the world, “the lamb of God,”
Fobm said, to die on the cross and pay for our sins with His blood. I JTobhm 1:7 says
“the Mood gf Jesus Hiz Son cleanses us from all sin™ when we put our faith in
Him.

S we have been bought out of our slavery o sin and Satan, WOT just with
silver or gold, bt the precions blood of the Son of God Himself!

Is that true for you? Do you know for sure that vou have been bonghe with the
blood of Tesns? You need to make sure — becanse there is MOTHIMNG else that
cam save you from your sin;

— going to church won't save you,
— irying to be good won't save you;
— being “Teligious” won't save you

It is just like the great sonz savs: “What can wash away my sin” Mothing but
the blood of Tesus.” If you've never done it befiore, ask God today to save you
becanse the bleod of JTesus on the cross — make sure that you have besn bonght
Ty the blood of Chmrist.

I You Should Take Your Life Seronsly
Verse 17 says: “Jfvou address ax Father the One whe impartially judges accond-
ing fo each one & work, conduct yourselves i fear during the fime of vour stay on
aarih ™.

He says if you call God your Father (in other words, if yoo claim o be a3 Chris-
tan, and you have been bought by that blood of Jesus) then youn shonld “condwect
yourself with fear™ during the thme of your stay on earth. MWow, “conducting
yourself with fear™ doesn't mean that you should zo around shaking in fear, peek-
ing around every corner, waiting for something bad to happen to vou. There ara

people who do live like that — they're abways afraid that something bad is about
to kappen fo them. But that is MOT what God is saymg here that we should do.
What He IS saying is this: Take your life seriously. God bonght you with the
blood of Jesus, so vour life is valnable. Those pilos who were evacnsted from the
Philippines had to feel valuable; they took the place of GOLD — so from thar day
forward they shounld take thair role a5 pilots seriounsly. But God says YOUT have
been bought with something infinitely more precions: the Mood of the very Son of
God, JTesus Christ, Homsslf!

In light of that, vou should “condwct yonrsalf with fear;” take youor life, and
your soul, serioushy.

Om the climactic day of the Battle of Gettysburg, oo July 3rd of 18483, General
eorze Picket was about o lead his fatefnl charge, across a mile of open Geld
against the Uniom line. Tust before be led the charge, an officer held out to him 2
little fiask of whiskev, and said “Take a drink with me; in an hour you'll be in hell
or glory.”

Well, Pickett refused; be’d promised someone be loved that he wouldn®t drink.
Buf here’s the thing- whst that solider fo =aid Georze Pickett that day is toe of
every single one of us. In an “hour” — mayhe not Literally an hoor, bat I can't s3y
it's not for aoy of us — in what is poing to seem o us to be a very short ime —
every single one of us here today is either poing to be in bell or in glory. (Some
of von know I had = stepbrother pass ey i Kancas this week. His brother had
passed a few weeks ago afier stmggling with cancer for a couple of years — but
Jim, who was my age, just passed away unexpectedly in his sleep!) You don't
know when that is going o happen to you You need to fake that serjonshy.

“fou need o take your own life seriously. Yoo need fo take other people’s lives
serionsly — like I mentoned a couple of weeks ago about bow C.5. Lewis wrote
that every person you mest will one day either be as glorous as a god, or as hid-
eous 25 3 demon 5o he said yon take every person you mest seripusly. Take youor
zpul, and other people’s etemal souls serionsky.

And becamse your soul martters, and becanse other peopls’s souls matter, you
need to take the Life that yon are living here on earth seriously. Listen: you aren’t
hare by accident You are not who von are by accident. God created yon. He made
you who you are, He made you the sex you are, He gave vou the gifts and shilities
you have; He has a plan for vour life; snd He thonght enough of you to redeem
you with the blood of Christ. GOD takes your life seniously, and YOUT need to
take your life semously too!

Yiou need to be asking vourself: What did God create me o be doing bere on
earth? What are yvou supposed o be dodng with vour time bhete? Are you investing
yvour life in serious, important, eternal things — or are you basically squandering
itT Are vou living the kind of life that someone who has been bought by the blood
of Jesus Christ, ought to be Living?

A couple of weeks ago I mentioned that I had given our high school pradu-
ates a book by John Piper, called Don't Wasée Four Life. In it he tells shout howor
there was an S0-year-old woman from their chuarch who was killsd oversess while
she was on mission He said is this 3 ragedy? His answer was, MO, this isnota
iragedy. He said she died, semving Jesus Christ. It's not fTagic to imvest your Life in
spmething like that.

And then he szid: “T"1 tell yon what's fragic.” And be pulled out an article from
Peaders Dizest, which talked about a couple named “Bob & Peomy,” who took
early retirement from their jobs in the Mortheast some years ago when he was
5% and she was 51. He said, now they live in Punta Gorda, Florida, whers they
cruise on their 30-foot mawier, play softhall, and collect shells.” Piper zaid; “Mow
THAT'S a magedy ... As the last chapter {of wour life unfolds. and) vou stand
bafore the Creator of the Universe to give an account of what yon did, are yon
zoing to say: “Here 1t 15, Lord—ay shell collection™?! Or I've got 8 good swing.
Or look at my boat ™ He zaid. THAT is a tragedy; if you aren't living vour life for
suvihing higper than that. (Mow, there’s nothing wrong with having a hobby or
Eatting some recreztion; we all need that — but you don’t want to live yvour LIFE
for these things If you do, THAT is a tragedy!

That is what I Peter is falking about hete. God made yon; and God booght youw,
with the blood of Jesus. You need 1o take your life sericusly and DO the importamnt
things that God kas called you ro do with your precions Life.

Which means:

II. You Should Live Differentdy

We talked abous this last week: how God kas called us to be holy, becaase He
is boly. Here be expands on that idea some more. He talks in -18 abowt how you
were “redeemed FROM the flitile way qf ijfe imberited from your forgfathers™ by
the blood of Jesws. The word “from”™ there is literally “out of ™ You were bonght
OUT OF your old way of life by the blood of Jesns. This is important to under-
stand. You are not just “washed™ of yvour sins, you were BOUGHT OUT of your
sinful lifestyle by the blood of Jesus, so that now you can live a new and holy life

Pevelation 1:5 says that Jesus “loves ws, and meleased us fhom our zins By His
Siood. © That is important langmage. It doesn’t just say He “forgives™ our sins, bt
that He “RELEASED" ws from them — He has sef us free so that we do not have
o confoue in them aov longer! If Fesns is really in your life, your lifie is going to
be different than it nsed to be.

There is a bumper sticker expression that is “true™ n 3 way, but which we need
to careful about. You've probably seen if; it savs: *“‘Christians aren't perfect, just
forgiven " Well that’s true We aren’t Christiane berawse we ars so good; we are
Christians because we kave been forgiven by the blopd of Jesns, as we just saw,
WOT by our own gosdness,

BUT we need to be careful that we don’t use that as an excuse, and have the
attiiade; “Well, I'm not any different from anyone else; I have the same sins they
da, the only difference is that mry sins are forgiven and theirs aren’t.” MNO! That
should mot be the only difference. If you are a Christian your sins HAVE been
forgiven by the blood of Tesns, yon HAVE been washed — but yon have also

confinued or paga 11
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The hospice vou choose makes a difference.

Choose the one with:
o local staff

v+ two hospice inpatient units
palliative care in alf SeLGngs
ofief counseling for anv adule
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ADVANTAGES OF
LASER THERAPY-

* 95% Success Rate
* Non-Invasive
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* Highly Effective
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CRUZ
Life Center

Namural Health Core
Serlutions fir Foar Life

LASER THERAFY
CHIROPRACTHC
HEALTH COACTIING
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Burnsville, NC

(828) 6B2-615T

(800) TT2-TO55
cruzlifecenter.com

Statement of Charges: Calvary
Has Settled the Debt

By Chaplain Jody Griffin

Mitchell County

“For the wages af sin 15 death, but the gift of God is
ararnal ijfe through Janis Cherist our Lovd. " (Romans
6:23)

As a retired military chaplain I have enjoved the privi-
lege of sharing the Good Mews of God's Grace with many
people. In the military, as it is in civilian life. there are
important mwths 1o be learned. This is one of those lessons. ..

The words “Stxternent of Charmes” are umiversally understood by soldiers as
they are infrodnced to them early in one’s career and repeated often thronghoat.
The mtent 15 to instill a bealthy respact for the proper nse and maintenance of
military eguipment. Misuse your equipment and yon may soon find yourself fac-
ing & detziled and hefiy “Statement of Charges®. What better way to foster 3 senss
of personal responsibility than to hold one sccountable financially! Withhold
money from & soldier’s check and you can bet they will be nmch more atentive to
the condifion of the wols of the oTada!

If one can leam to appreciate the value of one’s provided resources, then one
is much more likely to try to preserve them! After all, no one wants to see their
paycheck being absorbed by indebiednass,

In the world of the incarcerated, this reality is known by names such as restine-
ton, fines, court costs, snd fees. The writer’s (that's me!) purpose of this amicle
s not to argne the value of such Father the purpose of this article is to get the
reader (that's you!) to pause for a moment and consider the “5Statement of Charg-
&5’ (pod could bring against all of us for mproper nse and careless maintenswce of
our lives and our relationships.

Chanres are the debt we all owe m
that regard is overwhelming I know
that I could never tuly pay enough
for the price of my fransgressions.
But God can, and as a matter of fact,
God already has! Cur debi has been
paid im finll! All that is required of us
s to receive the sift of forgiveness.
It's the best value the world has ever
knoam! There is no need to spend
all of one’s eneTEy frying to eam
redemption. Our acoount has been
seftled! All staterments of charges
have been reconciled! To God be the |

the weizht of responsibility for ooy
sins. Om those occasions, I am called
to remember what has been done -

on py behalf (Thank You Lord!), and T .am enimasted with the responsibility of
seffing right the wrongs I have done to others_ In a great sense. this is what drives
me b serve now as Community Funded Chaplain at Avery Mitchel] Comrectional
Inseitutiom. It is my privilege to share the Hope found in Fesns Christ whose death
on 3 Fomman cross on a hill called Calvary has setiled the debt created by our mis-
use/abuse of the relatonships we are given with family, friends and every single
person. Thank you and God Bless You for your prayers and contribations of your
time, money and epergy that keep the Chaplain posidon at AMCT fiunded!

Jody Griffin iz pastar of Central Baptizt Church in Spruce Ping and Communiy
Funded Chaplin af Avery-Mirchell Correctional Instifution.

4" Annual Motorcycle Sunday July 21, 2019

Please Join us with American & War Hero
Col. Danny McKnight whose actions were
depicted in the book and subsequent movie
Black Hawk Down

Eur:::laj-,|r Morning Sprm:e Pine First Baptist

125 Tappan St, Spruce Pine NC 28777
Spacial Parking For Motorcycles, Lunch Provided for all bikers..
After Lunch spacial ride throwgh Beautiful Mountans

For more info call 828-763-9411 or §28-353-171M
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Life Lessons

By Dioug Harrell
Afirchall Couniy

The thing that we all sitive for each day is the thing called i
happiness! e want happiness in our lives and in our hearts,
we want to be accepted as one of the crowd, be chosen as part [ie
of the inner circle, to be the center of attention. Bottom line '
is that we want to feel loved and valued.

What happens in so many mstances is that we search for
lowe i al] the wrong places as the old song Iwas lookin® for lowve in al] the wrong
F-JE'EE?

"Lookin' for love in tee many faces,
searchin’ their gyes and lookin' for fraces
af what I'm dreamin ' gf ™

We see people that are taming to alcohel, drugs, sex, food, fancy cars and you
can go on and on.

We pever find true happimess unil we find contentment, learn to be content, mot
complacent bt accepting where God has placed us af the moment. Accepting
Grod's will and bemg in
His will won't alwrays
maks us popular in the
worldly views. In fact,
we will be living in this
world bt nof really be
a part of this world. We
will be bom again as a
new creanme o Christ.

The picthure Jesus
painted in the semeon
on the mountain list the
atiribates of those that
wonld find true hap- -
piness for the lone hanl. We get all obsessed with happiness here for the brief mo-
ment of life, which passes quickly and forget about happiness for etemity, which
is forever.

Matthew 5.0 Blaznaed are they which do hmger and thirst qfter righteousnass:
Jor they shall be filled. ™

Many manslations use the word happiness rather than nghteousness, bur we
find froe happiness here on this earth when we are willing to search diligently for
Grpd's will in our lives, when we are willing to follow and trod m His path. Take
mme to contemplate vour relatonship with vour Savier today, put your tmst in
the One who can® Let vour mind be filled with happiness from within not from
without.

Bl ’5"‘”“’“ ;fn;:Jl’T SIZZLIT]

""l:"l i"r‘l"“ i ’1"‘{"7"1‘?!

- BYTERIGTE PAR BETHG A SRRAT FALDR .

« ERGTR 19 BE “TLANSTIST O LOOR I THE JUI023 -

«LEORTBANT PAR A BILD AN DELIMOUS FLATHR .
South Hwy 226

828.765.9151 | , SrricePnetc

Dhowg Harrell i5 a ijfe-long resident gf Mitchell Coundy, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Fuarms, Inc, a membar of Bear Creek Bapnzt Church.

ASHE‘U’ILLE ELI.'IEHL‘I" AHD DISABLED VAN
GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRL. 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM

CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community”™

Trips for July
» Tuesday, July 2-Asheville Arboretum & Lunch (@ Ryans
{"51.00 each for parking feg)
» Friday, July 12-Cherokee NC- Shopping and Lunch
{Leave from the Senior Center at 800 am)
« Friday, July 26- Farmer's Daughter-TN
= Tuesday, July 30-Dollywood- TN
{Adults ages 10+ $58.35, Kids $40.40)
YCTA will need to collect the money by Friday, July 26.

HITSO

! e e e e e e [

"The Broben That Gets Resulte"

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
#{ RE !ut.l = CONMMERCIAL

Il

FQUAL HO NG
QPPORTUNITY |

South of 1-40 Wﬁ‘m-‘- %H
- : : | e R
3800 Sugar Hill Rd. | '
Marion, NC 28752 |
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1998 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vy YWhilsonReallyv.com | denniswas WhitsonRealty .com
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BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Ifeip from
Addiction Through Christ

* Foster Care
« Safety Assessments

Ready to make a dlfference"

Mitchell County DSS is currently looking for solution focused, family oriented
professionals to join our team. Now accepting applications for...

The NC state application can be completed and emailed 1o DSSapplicants@mitchellcounty.org

Leadership opportunities available!!

Be Still and Know That | Am God

By Christy Young
Afichall County

We all feel overwhelmed at imes. If yon are like me,
being overwhelmed seems to be a part of my daily schednle
and is mostly of my own doing. I find moyself taking on too
nmch work or responsibility. Often just the daily routins
of work, school, friends. and family can become a bit overwhelming. We often
let all thess respomsibilities pile up on ws to the point that it seems immanageahle.
Sometimes we are faced with simatons, whether it be sickness, finsmeial trouble,
family troubles, koss of a loved one, etc. where life seems nobearsble! How do
we press on? Whera do we find refinge? The answer is God, Our Father!

The Bible spesks of Jesus fesling overwhelmied just before his cracifiodon.
Jesus was distressed, iroubled, and overwhelmed. But JTesus took the ardens o
His Father What an awesmme model! We, In fronbled times, can also take our
ardens to Cur Heawvenly Father, God is a God of peace. True peace from the
moubles and temptations of this world coomes from a relationship with God. In
order to have that peace, we
mmst be siill, wait, and listen to
the Father In Psalms 446:10, He
says, “Be il and know thar I
ary Grond, T will B evalted among
fhe nations, and I will be exaited
in the earth. © Expdus 14:14,

The Locd willfight for you: you [
need caly to be stll.

In the bectic world that we
live in, it's often hard o slow
down long encugh o appreciare
the presence of God. AsIgrow &
mn my faith. “Let go and Let God"” take contrel, snd spend time in prayer and still-
ness with God, peace abounds pry soul and my hope is for Him  In the stillness of
God, T can bresthe. mvy faith iz recharged, and my troubles seem to perish I find
rast in the presence and stillness of God. Sometimes we may nesd to remove our-
selves froan a simation, decrease our worklead, or realize that it's okay to let zo of
somme responsibility for a while. Whatever the case may be, we need to contimn-
ally rely on God's strength and pray for peace. Psalms 46:1, “God is our ngfuse
and strength, a very present help in frouble.” Do not let the troubles of this world
overwhelm you; fight your hattles in the stillness of God.

Christy Toung iz the Messed wife gff Chriz Toumg and prowud mother of Hurter
and Holden. She iz a Rfe-lone resident of Mirchell County, bookkeeper at Toung,
Miller & Gillezpie, P4, and o member af Bear Creck Baprizt Church.

7

* Income Maintenance
» Quality Assurance

Mitchell County DSS ¢ 828-688-2175
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been BOUGHT by the blood of Fesns OUT of your old werldly Lifestyie, and you
shonld not be living in that any more. You' ve been bonght OUT of it! Jesus dida't
Ty you from your sims with His bleed for yon to just keep living in the same old
sins!

In his epic biography of Abraham Lincoln, Carl Sandbuorg tells the story of a
beannfil young slave woman, who was being sold at the slave micton in Lexing-
fon, Eentmcky in the 1800, A Frenchman from Mew Orleans and a minjster, Cal-
vin Fairbank, were gomg back and forth in the bidding, which kept gefting higher
and higher It went past 31000, past $1200, past §1400, then she was finally sold
for $1585 — am enormicus price in those days. The minister, Fairbank, had won.
The aucfioneer gave the youne woman to the minister and said “What are yon
going to do with her™ Fairhank =aid- “Free her.” He bought her at a very costhy
price, fo set her free. (Sandburg, Lincoln, p. $3)

And we need to mnderstand that this is just what Jesns has done for US! He saw
how we had sinmed against God, and all the misery that our sin browght into cur
lives. 5o He came to earth to die on the cross to “Tedesm us OUT FROM of our
sins.” He didn’t redesm us so that we could just STAY in our sins; He redeemed
ns FROM our slavery to our sins — so that we could num from our sins and live
the new, holy life thar God planned for us to live

5o if vou have been bonzht by the bloed of Christ, you will WOT be content to
qust stay in vour same old sins. You CARN'T be content i them! If von are comtent
fo just keep conunitting the same old sins, it is one of the best evidences that you
hawe never muly become a Christian st all When you have maly been bought by
the blood of Christ, you will live differently. God's Spirit inside of yon will not
LET you be content with your old life. Hes bought vou for something bester than
that

What if that Minister Calvin Fairbank had bought the youmg slave girl that day
at the market in Kentucky, and set ber free — and then came back some momnths
later and found her, toiling again 35 3 slave in 3 Leximgion Fenmcky plantstdon?
He would be furions! He would sav, “This is M0T what I bought her for! I bought
her for the purpose of taking her OUT of this!™

But I wonder bow many of us oday the Lord might look ar and say that same
thing: “This is NOT what I bought vou for!™
— as He look=s ar what you're doing with your body, wonld He ssy- “This 1= not
what I bought yon forl™
— a5 He watches some of the choices you're making, would He say, “This is
HOT what I bought yon for!™
— a5 He sees you wastng your time and your money as the precions moments of
your life tick by, would He say to you: “This is WOT what I bonght you for?™

Think about it: what m YOUR Lifs today might canse Jesus s3y o you: “THIS
IS MOT WHAT I BOUGHT YU FOR!™T

God bought you, with the niimate price: the precious blood of His Son. He
redesmed vou. And since He's redesmed you, He wants yvou to take your life as
seripusly as He took it when He paid for your sins. And He wants vou to live dif-
ferently. He wants you to live a better life than you nsed to live He wants you to
Iwe the stnandant life that He purchased for you, with the precions blood of His
Som.

INWVITATION:

— If yom are a Christian, are you taking your life as serionshy as you should?
What is your purpose? What does God have vou here for?

— I there anything in your life that God might point at and say, “This is NOT
what I bought yon fior!™? If so, confess and um from that nght now ...

— If today you wonld sav, I am not sure I HAVE been bought with the blood of
Jesus. You can make sure right now! Ask Jesus to forgive you, come info your
lifie, and help voun follow Him in a brand-pew life from this day forward. He will!

“LAND OF THE FREE BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE"

g FORTNER
INSURAMCE AGENCY
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 191%9-201%!

f

www fortnerinsurance.com

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE - HEYME - CAR - BUSIMNESS

Shawn Thomas 15 Senior Pastor af Pleazant Ridee Baptist Crurch in Morsanion.
Hizr meczazes and devosionals are meailable af wwwshownethomas. com

X XX

YIDED CAMERA
INSPECTION SERVICE

« LAMPLETE SEWER & BRAIN SERVICE
» VIBEQ CAMERA INSPECTION

=« PLEMBING REFAIR

« LINE LBCATION

« TRACKHOE WEaK

« (LICEREED AND INSURED

= FAMILY [TWHED ARD DFERATED

FAITH BASED
HEALTH CARE

Peaviding D=aldy Healihears 5 Aondsble Prices

What would you do with an extra $100, $200 or
aven $500 a month?
We help people understand how to use health sharing
plans reduce cost of HealthCare.

Call or email us for an appointment to learn more
(828) 559-0277 Steve@faithbasedhs com
68 South Main 5t Ste 200 Marion, NC 28752
www faithbasedhc.com

Rebirement

Resource Managemenb

Educabion, Analysis and Consulbing

Do you know the impact of taxes on your retirement?
Do you know the bast time to pay those taxes?
Call or email us for a free retirement tax analysis to seea if

there is a more efficlent way to save or take distributions
from your retirement plans

Call or email us for an appointment to learn more
(B2B) 559-0277 Steve@retirerm.com
63 South Main 5t 5te 200 Marion, MC 28752
WWW.retirerm.com
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Joshua: Training a Leader
(Numbers 27:12-23)

By Dr. Jack B Hodpges, It
Burke Coumty

In an onkins sroicle (insights mw corm) entitled, “Lead-
ers Are Bom Mot Made. . and Other Popular hyths ™ by
WY Consultants, the wrtters join others in questionmg the
“gg-ralled” truth which has gained mnsch popularity in moedern imes. They join
coumtless others who see that leaders possess a special set of qualities which seem
to be an infminsic pant of their personality. We often find lists of such qualities
thronzhont our society: visicnary, energetic, dynamic, fair, mspinng, courageons,
charismatic, and 5o on.

The writers argue that “while these descriptions certainly capture something
about leadership, they don't get to the beart of it. If's not that you wouldn 't use
many of these words to describe strong leaders. The point is: these words describe
what yon see when someons is leading effectively. They are descriptions offered
by obzervers — the people i the stands who are watching the zame on the field
We sugpest debumking the myth of bom leaders: These qualities and behaviors are
part of the result — not the genssis — of zood leadsrship.™

I would contend that God’s people are both bom and made to kead. Cur calling
as born-azain believers, who are adopted by God as spirimal sens and daughters
throuzh faith in Christ, is o lead a broken, dark and kost world to the wonderfial
knowledge of the love of God in Christ Jesus. Char calling is to use each guality
mentioned above (and 5o many more) to effectively invite and challenge those
who are apart from God to place their faith and fust in Christ so that they can
experience the pondness. grace, mercy. and amarmg plans and purposes of their
CTESTOT.

The Word of God abounds in men and women whom God has framed up to
lesd. One of those is JTeshua. The first fime we hear about Joshus is st Fephidim in
Exodns 17. This is m the middle of the Exodus and during one of the stagss of the
journey when the children of Israel (Jacob) are facing an aftacking Amalek army.
Moses chooses Joshua as the nulitary commander in the fight agamst the Ama-
lekites. Joshma is the son of Moo, from the mibe of Ephraim (Mombers 13:8). His
ornginzl name was Hoshes (Phoan. 13:16) but was changed to Joshua by Moses.
But let's backirack to Moses before we go any further.

Eartlier, Moses had relactantly, but obediently azreed to go to Pharaob and
demand that he release the people of Israel from bondage and allow them to return
io their own land (Ex 3:7, 10} But fearing that Pharach will not listen to his plea
becanse of the slowness of his speech and tongue, Moses begs the Lord to allowr
him o take Asron along (Ex. 4:5). God's anger burned against MMoses fior his
unbelief bt evenmally agreed to nse Aston as Moses" mouthpiece God's power
and might worked through them to create fear in Pharaoh and be finally lat the
peopls zo. The Exedus commenced and God led them by the way of the wilder-
ness to the Bed Sea. We all know what happened there—Pharaoh and his amay
followed and were swallowed up in the sea rying to fiollow the children of Israel
throngzh the held-back waters. The wildemess journey coativeed, and it wasm't
long untl the people were hungry and thirsty. God fed them and gave them water
o drink a1l along the way. They ate manna for 40 vears and God supplied water as
they moved from spring fo spring in the desert.

In Ex 146:35 we read, “The sons of Inrael ave the manna forty years, unnl they
came to an inhabited land,; they ate the mawma wntil thay came fo the border of the
land gff Canman. ™

They carne to an mhabited land. This placs was referred to as Beplodim 2 place
which had no water to drink. The people found themsslves in a difficult place in
the joumey. Although God contimned fo supply their needs, water was always an
issze. But now, as they wwaveled mto an inhabited region, 3 new threat existed. The
Amalskites woulda't take kndly to such a lmge movement of people. They thresat-
ened to attack, and Moses had o act swifily to prepare them for such an attack.
That's where JToshua came in. We have no historical data that would give us any
imsight e Joshna's upbringing or waining. Perhaps be kad made a name for him-
self as a skilled lentenant m the becal Egvprian civil law enforcement. Perhaps he
had done tours of duty in the Egyptisn oulitary. We don't know. But clearly, he
had become known as a man of skill and walor, of tactical wisdom, and of leader-
ship. S0, when Moses needed someone fo lead the defense of the traveling nation,
he didn’t tam to Aaron, his spokesman he turned to Joshos. [Fead Mombers
17:8-1

Fmtilﬂmtmmm on, Fosha beld a special place in Moses® heart and served
hirn 2= 3 tasted advisor and commander Moses saw his devoton, his valer, his
foecuis, and his perseverance, and character Joskua was at his side from that mo-
MEDT 00

When God suwmononed Mozes o come up to Him on the mountain (Exedus
24:17), He had stone tablets to grve him which contained the law and command-
ments. hMoses rose up and ook his tusted commander, Joshna with him. MMozes
needed a sorong and musted servant to help cammy the precions stone fablets back
the assembly.

Afier the law and commandments were presented to the children of Tsrasl,
Mioses pitched a tent ontzide the camp and would enter that tent to meet face-to-
face with the Lord. We read in Exoduos 33:8-11 that Joshna, his willing and sble
servant, would abways go up with him and enter the tent by his side. When Moszes
returned to the camp, Joshua stayed to guard the holy tent of mesting. How amaz-
ing is that! Joshna was the only one, besides Moses, that was allowed to see the
face of the Laord.

And then, as the children of Israel were nearing the land of Canaan, the “prom-
ised land” (Mumbers 13;1-4a), the Lord commanded that Moses send out men
who were leaders of each of the mibes of Istasl, In Mumbers 13:8, we s=e thatr
Toskma (Heshea) from the ribe of Ephraim, was chosen w lead this expeditionary

force to spy ouf the land. The twelve leaders maveled to scope out the land and its
inhabitamts, to give & report of whether the land was good or bad, had sirons or
weak people, and had strong cities or not

They went to the wilderness of Zin intp the Megev and Hebron, and to the
valley of Eshool. After 40 days, they returned and gave a repaort to Moses and the

children of I=ael. all agreed that the land was fowme with milk and
honey, only Caleb snd Joshna stood against the rest and declared that in spite of
thee stout resistance that the inhabitants of the land wonld sarely offer. God wionld
halp them prevail (cf Muombers 14:4-10%.

Through every step along the pathway of deliverance, Joskma, the son of Mum,
was there. And when the children of Israel, after mamy vears of battles and chal-
lenges, finally reacked the monntain of Abarim (Mount Mebo), which overlooked
the promised land of Cansan—God informed Moses thar be would not be gomg
ovel into the land. His job was done! His watch had ended! He was to appoimnt
Joshma as leader over the entire clan.

Why not Aaron? Why mot Caleb or oy of the other mbal leaders? Because God
needed a warmior to lead them into battle—amd Joshuma had proven himself a faith-
ful serwant who had the heart of 3 warmior and the coarage of a lion.

Joshna would lead them on the congquest. He would go ont and come in before
the people and lead them with a courageous and faithful heart (cf. Mumbers 27:15-
23). His dedication to the Lord was nnequaled and his zeal for the Lord’s plans
and purposes was unparalleled. Moses saw it—and so did the Lord God.

Regardiess of what people say, leaders are made, not bom. Gified individnals
st have training, hands-on experence, and good role models if they are ever
Eoing to realize their leadership potentisl. And that’s just what Toshus had His
physical and mental maining and spirifual and social leadership development was
forged under the most dangerous and life-threstening conditions. He built charac-
ter, sirength, resolve, and wwwavering faith in and through the strennons, demand-

Bt perhaps the "most valuable aspect of Joshna's leadership preparation was
the privileze he had of observing Moses in action™ writes the editors of the
devotional, 365 Life Lessons from Bible People. As Moses' personal side, Foshua
watched him navigate and deal with a rebellious and stubborn people. He saw
hoses handle crisis and tske care of both minor and major leadership challenges.
And perhaps most importantly of all, Toshus got an insider’s look at MMoses™ infi-
mate, personal relatonship with God.

Moeodern lingo would describe that kind of relationship as a mentorship. But
I don't believe that Bloses bronghi Toshua to his side to mentor kim  Father, he
sppointed him as a skilled amd nseful military mind and mnscle who was crecial
to the work and plans of God. Moses recognized the wvalie of including this young
man 35 3 parmer to the mirarnlons, smazxing activity of God He probably saw in
Joshna = raw leadership ability that was perfectly swited for the enormpus task
of delivering God's people from slavery to fresdom. Moses, in all likelihood,
couldn’t and didn’t ses Joshns being elevated to his place of leadership— bt God
did! And God nesded this young man to see e faith and obedisnce in action.
When the time and the circumstances were right, Moses heard the Lord and sub-
mitted fo the will of the Lord God Almighty. He took Joshna and set him before
Eleazar the priest, who laid his hands upon Joshus and commissioned him, just as
the Lord had commanded

I hawe been hlessed along the pathway of preparation for ministory and service
by godly men and women who recognized my heart, passion, and potential 1o
zerve the Lord They gifted me with the privilepe of walking alongside them as
they faithfully served the Lord. As I walked beside them, I saw what geonine
faith, deep devotion and selfiess sacrifice looked like. T loamed the meaning of
shepherding and the wvalee of relationship. I practiced semramthood and lnomble
ohedience and waited for the Lord to use me and snide me And thar He did" To
worlds, places, peoples, tongues, and opportunitses that T conld not even dream
about. To God be the glory and honor forever and ever! Amen!
znd snointed by the Lord who leads with the heart of hMoses, the passion of Elijah,
znd the love of Christ Tesus. Do 50, nof in order to climb the ladder of success or
artaim 3 posidon of leadership, but rather to serve God with the heart of 8 wamor
mnd the courage of a hon. Perhaps, as a spiritosl lesder in your congrepation, you
might prayerfully conszider taking on a Joshma. Discipling srooming. equipping
swch & young man or woman for whatever marvelons plans the Lord may have for
thiir lives? (rod bless each of you 28 yvon serve the Lord with gladness,

Dr Jack B Hodgas, Jr is the Senior Pastor af Pleazant Hill Bapsist Church in
Morganton, Burke Coundy. He has semved az a pazton, a biklical coumselor and a
Tnternaiional Mizsion Board mizsionary.
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Gardner-Webb University

Faying It Forward
By Tracey Jessup

"And ke lod them out as_fir oz Bethany, and jfting up his
hamds e blessed them. While he Blazsed them, he parted
Jrom them and was carried up inte heaven. dnd they wor-
shiped khim and returned fo Jerusalem with great joy, and
were confinuaily in the remple blassing God. ™

-— Luke 24:50-53

Billicnaire tech investor and philanthropist Fobert Smith recently aonoumced a
grant fo eliminate student debt for the entire 2019 graduatng class at Morehouss
College. Smith was giving the commencement address when be made a surprise
BN EETT:

"Om behalf of the eight penerations of my family that heave been in this coumtry,
wa're going fo put a liftle fuel in your bus, This is my class, 2019, And my family
:smahngagrmmwmmmﬂmnmdmluans I]-;mwmyclnssm]lmakem
they pay this forward. . and let’s make sure every class has the same opporbonicy
zoing forward, becanse we are epough fo take care of our own comnnnity. ™

Arcording to an article in the Aflanta JToumal apd Constimtion, Graduates were
s5till in a daze following the snnouncement Mamy of them were already thinking
of ways o make good on Smith's request that they pay it foraard. Ooe stodent,
Tonathan Epps, heads to Brazil in 2020 on a Fulbright Grant. When Smith asked
them to pay their good forume forward, “Epps immmediately thought of the work
be did as a mior ar Fickett Elementary School in Atlanta. °T have been tutoring
there for the last three years simce the beginnimg of my sophomore year. Irisa
predominantly black school As a smdent, T felt like I was paying it forward * he
said As he mowes into his career, he plans to serve others m 3 variedy of differemnt
ways. ‘Mavbe it is giving money or doing commnnnity service on the weekends.
Mayhe it is in my job a5 3 lswyer doing pro bono ssrvices. T don’t think (Sodth)
meant for his vision of paying it back to be limited to ome specific thing We kave
io all do it in our own individual ways™ (“Morebouwse grads already making plans
o pav good fortune forward,™ by Medra Bhone and Enc Strgus, 3217190

In the context of today’s passage, Jesns promises the Holy Spirit fo his follow-
ers and commissions them as witmesses o proclaim repentance and the forzive-
ness of sins in his name. Then Jesus blesses the disciples, and as he Blesses them,
be is cammied up oo hesven. The disciples renam to Jernsalem with great jov,
awaiting the “power from on high * Luke conchades. “snd they were contimaalhy
in the femple blessing God™ (v 33).

It iz moportant to note that Fesns blesses his disciples and they, in furn, bless
Gpd. While we do not pay forvrard the blessing of God in the same manner in
which God blasses us, we do respond to the blessing of God by offermg o God
our witness and our worship., Charles Cousar writes, “Worship and witmess
belong together. . Worship becoanes the occasion when the story that nost be mld
and retold among the naticns is heard afresh when the witness to the world is re-
envisioned"” {Texts for Preaching, p. 335}

Prayer. Lord, thank youn for reminding us that we have been blessed fobe a
blessing, not oaly to others, buaf to you. May we always bless yon in our worship
and witness.

D Tracy Jessup servar as vice president for Chriztian Life and Service and senior
ministar o the University. He is a graduate of Garduaer-TWebb with a B.A. in Music
and earned hiz M Div degrec at Samford Dniversinys Beeson Divinity School. He
compieted his Ph.D. at the University of Nebraske-Lincoin. He also teaches in the
undergraduaie department of religious studies and erjoys the opporhmity o Jerve
tha focal church throwgh interim pastoraies, pulpit supply, and preaching reviveal
services. He and hiz wife, Temesa, have two children, Chrisian and Anna.

Loss of a Spouse Seminar
By Carolyn Dots

It's the classic story line-boy meets girl, they fall in
love and get engaped. In the wedding ceremony, they
promdse to “_ . lowe snd cherish one another unnl desth
do us part_.." a5 some of the more tradifional vows are
worded. More mademn vows tend to leswe out the words
“umitil dezth 4o ns part. .7, but the inference is there; “We
plan o spend the rest of lives together as a marnied couple.™ On that joyinl day, it
is A rare couple who look down the path of their marmied life to the possibility of
b=ing a widow or widower, bat it is a reality. Stafistics show that nearly one-third
of the population in the United States age sixty-fve and older represent those who
are widowed, both men and women. Widowhood is an all foo common occmTence
in the life cycle of bumean beings worldwide,

Dieath of a spouse can take us by surprise, as in accidental, unexpecied death,
or it can be anticipated and prepared for, as in the simation of 3 tenminal fllness.
Regardless. the result is still the same: the surviving member of the conple is left
to deal with the loss and ensning grief Shock is wsually the initial response to the
loss, followed by 2 tanglad web of smotions that cycle rapidly through the persen,
smetimes moments apart. It can leave the individwal feeling as if they are losing
their mind. Confusion and concentration, as well as forgetfulness and fatigme,
are glso conumpn. Mental, emotional, and even physical pain can be part of this
Erieving process. The lenzth of thme is different for each person because grief is
uniquely personal. Grief is also nopredictable: the individual can be “ambushed™
by miggers such as a picture, a song of 3 scent that result in unexpecied memories
nd flopding emotions that can render them helplass.

Diaily, the widowed person mmst face wihat is called secondary losses. This is
the loss of the roles that the deceazed parmer assumed in the relationship. The
major role of companion leaves the widowed person alone with no one to talk
to in the evening eat 3 meal with, o zo shoppine with. or with whom to take a
vacation Other lnszes includs someons who handles various honsehold chores:
vardwerk, cooking, doing laundry, snd taking out the wash. It can be difficutt for
the persom fo ask for belp, and they may be financially umakble to hire somecns o
halp. Many other difficualt sspects of widowhood exdist for both genders. I plan to

Thete is help and hope available for widows and widowers right bere in Biitch-
ell County. Since 2008, the GriefShare Minisiry, sponsored by Western Caroling
Church, has been offering support to all thoss experisncing grief, oo matter what
the loss: spouse, children, parents, or friends. However, this is the first time that
support is availsble specifically for those who have lost a sponse. GriefShare
has produced a brand new two-hour seminar designed to offer care and pracocal
teaching to help prieving sponses. It also acquaints the attendes with fiorther sup-
port offered in the 13-week GriefShare cyvele which addresses mamy other topics
of grief

Westemn Carpling Church presented the Loss of a Spouse seminar in April and
we are planning another presentation oo Thursday, Fuly 13 at 00 pm. There is no
charge to attend, and both men and women are encouraged o join us. There will
be light refrechoments served. Attendees will share their loss if they are comfort-
sble. Mo one is expected to speak, and silence is respected, along with confiden-
tality. A 35-minute video will be presented followed by discussion. Each person
will receive a pamicipant guide filled with articles and other information for nse
at home when they fesal ready. At this seminar. more information will be shared
shout the GriefShare 13-week Fall Cycle to begin m Auzust.

For more information snd registration, please call Caralyn Dhotts at Western
Carolina Church, B28-765-4833 or ar B2E-467-1433.

Carolyn Dot makes her home in Ledger and iz a ieacher gf Exceptional Chil-
diren at reeniee Primary School. She is a widow with two sons and fhee srand-
chifdrem. She iz a member qf Western Careling Church in Spruce Pine.

See Us on Facebook
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Crossword Solution Faith Based Healthcare

Understanding Healthcare
Sharing Ministries

By Steve (Farto
MeDonwell Cournty
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For mamy Americans. healthcare has become the most
sigmificant expense in theit budgst. With the imtroduction
of the Affordsble Care Act {Obama Care), the cost of
health insurance premiums kas skyrocketed for millions
of Americans that do not gualify for subsidies. But there
is a reasonably priced alternative with the rapidly grow-
ing sector known as healthoare sharing mindsiries.

Healthcare sharing nunistries manage plans that are not insurance in the wadi-
tional sense becanse they are struciured to cover healthcare costs with equitable
responsibility scross all plan participants. As the narme implies, the cost of thess
plans is shared by people of a similar faith to provide coverage for major health
events and more. According o bealthinsnrance org, over 1 million people have
opted for thess plans as of 2018, While these sharing plans differ from traditonal
insurance in several ways, many inchide networks and co-pays just like regular
M health insurance.

To participate in 3 faith-based cost-sharing plan, there are specific requirements

O for acceptance. Standard criteria for joining & healthc are sharing ministry might
include verification of regular atendsnce at a church, adbering to certain lifestyle
T choices that encourage good health, and other elements that are affiliated with
E 8 belief in God. Many of these plans exclnde pre-existing conditions or require

2 waiting period before these conditions are covered. Understanding thar your
i heaalth history and amy pre-existing conditions may impact the potential benefits is
vital in chodsing the best option to help with healthrare costs.

Most healthcare sharing ministries affer three leveals of plans. Camsmophic

Sudoku Solution type plans are strucrured to help with major heslth events that might otherwise

b= financially ont of reach for most Americans. Typical coverage would includa
only kospital and emergency room costs and usually require participants to pay
out-of-pocket. They would then submmit a claim to their healthcare sharing plan
and recoup their expenses. This type of plan is 3 good option for peopls who doa't
regalarty visit doctors but still want protection if & major health event should oc-
L.

The second type of plan offered typically covers primary physician care, but the
extent of coverage can vary greatly from plan to plan. Carefully reviewing a po-
tentizl plan before sipning wp will prevent any surprises down the read. Some of
these plans allow participants to see 3 doctor of their choice or resirict coverage to
& particnlar network. Cne plan may provide coverage with co-pays while another
may reimburse put-of-pocket costs after the fact. This type of coverage may ba
the best option for people who want reasonable access to regnlar healthcare and
protection from the costs of a major health event.

The third type of plan found with hesltheare sharing ministries is moch more
comprehensive and can be structared similar to traditional health insurance.
Preventve procedures, ammal physicals, primary care, Llab work, and urgent care
are just some of the tvpes of coverage participants can expect with these plans. A
co-pay stmcture is typical, so parficipants can keep ont-of-pocket costs to 8 mini-
oo Some of these comprebensive plans even provide access to telemedicine
resources whese panticipants can consult with a physician 247385 This cowver-
age is an atiraciive option for people who want as mnch coverage as possible for
preventon and maimtenance as well as protection froom major medical expences

If wou are in ralatively sood health and want to save money, 8 faith-basad
haalth plan may be a popd option for you and your family. It is not nocommon to
sep savings of 5500 a moath or more depending on your age and the mumber of
members in your family. Imagine what you conld do with an extra $6000 a year
Ome last feature of these plans is thers is no annoeal enrollment so you can switch
tuda}'andstanswlugmmed.latety As a Certified Financial Planner™, T know
| that vour hard-eamed money can ac-

€< > COOPERTIRES | ‘ B in e e b

| schedule a time to come by my office.
THREE NEW DURABLE TIRES TO FIND ) = ——— _
ADVENTURE BEYOND THE PAVEMENT. = = { picmer, ounerofFath ased it

Care and Retirement Resource Man-
apemant, National Speaker on the topic
S gf Social Securtly optimization, guotad
of m natienal pubiications ke Monay

* Magazing, US News and World Reports
and Fox Business. Loves fo educate
and feach on financial fopics ke taxa-
tion gf retireren? accounis, loRg ferm
carg, healthcare, and gfficient savings
Dians for small businessas.

SPRUCE PINE ([fcrpecdammer
DISCIVEHER RIS DISCONESER AT3S [FSLEVERER R1ZY T]:RE SERWCE Mission Board

828.765.2186
Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC
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The Rest of the Story

Droug Harrell

Az many of vou may know, I also write daily devorons and monthly articles
and try to do a good job with that. When I read Clint’s Farm Stories, T only wish
T had the ability he exhibits in each story. His personality comes throngh with
such vitality and wivid pictures that it is amazimg. Very few people here on earth
exhibit the writing ahility he was ahle to reach. This article resches the pmmacls
of perfection in my book. You can literally see and feel the event takings place, and
yes it did most definitely take place. Scared the heck ont of me! Lomg live the
Farm Stomes!

Drear friends,

Crne moming I s=t ont to gather 2 few beads of slighsdy
rofiing cabbage for my fhend Borns the Hog. Picking my
way through the cabbage patch, searching for the ones not
fit for homan consmmprion, was relaxing for me The ool
mountain air, punciiated with the FOTUL odor of cabbagze,
mmvigorated nry body and spirtt for the challenging day
ahead. And I loved delivermg the vegetables to my piggy
friends as they squesled and grumted in delight upon my
arrival This was the ONE CHORE I knew how to do and
rarely screwed up @ . Having fulfilled my role as “Caterer o
the Pigs” I retumed to the farmbouse o leam ny fate for the
balance of the day.

Samford & Som. ..

Farmer Dipug has a large workshop where he repairs, jary-rigs mnd invents farm
implements. As many of you know, there are literally thonsands of dop-dads and
moving parts that go into keeping 3 farm productive. And call me crazy, but I
never imagzined the plethora of things that can break during a day's work.

When [ first perused the parts, pieces, and tools m this shed, T surmised thar it
omist be & scrap-metaljonk yard. . somewhat sk to Fred and Lamont Sanford’s
place. Auto engines, pointy sharp shands of metal large chains, oil cans, gas cans,
a lmze compressor, big tall tanks of beaven knows what, carburetor de-gunk junk,
a little filing/sharpening wheel, fan belts of every make and length. . yon name a
gizmo or piece of junk and you'll find it there. Every now and then an obd Amveri-
can Motors Fambler would show up, Dongz would disassemble and rebwild it onky
o replace it with another,

Farmer Clint “The Welder”. ..nahhh

Hardly 3 day pasced that Dong would not remark, “Well, we have another op-
partanity for repair” Fest assured, my foends, the “wa™ in his statement refers to
him and Jesus becanse | can’t repair anything. Left to me, a “fix"” would be to call
Mr Fohn Deere himself to come and comect equipment malfimctions!

Many times, Doug would draft his brother, Fammer Larmy, to jury-nig broken
smaff. They like to walk m circles around the fracmred hicky-doos, scrarch their
chins, and talk gobbledy mook about what is broken and how to comect the mal-
funcron. They call it “Harrell Hill Engineering™, T call it gibberish. ¥ou may re-
call when they hovered around a broken-dowm old jeep, then suddenly they lifted
the hood znd inserted a piece of mulch to mseke it . And pur it did. _ that’s
mais, I don’t care who you are! Mevertheless, T now walk around with a scrap or
taro of mnlch n oy pocket for emerpenciss g .

Dioug was preparing to perform soms herculean task, like moving 3 monntaing
with his GIANT backhoe. But first we needed fo grease all the ball joins — AND T
HELPED — and then there was a broken something-or-other that needed welding.
Mow I lowed watching Dong weld things. Sacretly I always boped he would teach
me that skill_ . but so far to no avail I guess be figures my spirimal gifis do not
mchnde handling a torch. Whatever his reasons for making me it on the sideline
I still enjoy watching the sparks fiy and hot metal drool. And it would be ever so
cool to wear that welder’s mask, but alas it won't happen @ .

Az my buddy fired up that welding torch, I wondered to nrvself, “Hmrmm that
wald is mighty close to the fuel tank. _ . ‘Hamne-thrower meet diesel fuel’ . not
& great combo.” I mentioned the concern o Famer Doug who peered over lus
safery plaszes and pave me that simile that says, “Pollard. it's best if yon don’t say
awything at the mcoment.™ 5o, T ctood aside and watched in awe.

We finished the welding job — Yes, I said “we™ even though I was buot 2 casnal
ofrserver — and it was time to loosen up the joints on the backhoe

Mow the tucket on this monstrosity has a kind of herky-jerky motion; rather
than a smwepth mowve from side o side or up and down it's moe like 3 sudden
harch. This abnormality isn't a problem, of course, If 3 mam is working in the field
alone. On the other hand, it could be hazardons o an onleoker standing & wee bit
oo close.

He Flies Throngh The Air With The Greatest Of Ease...

Dioug was focused on his weald and making sure everything was mechanically
sound as I moved i for & closer look. Unaware of myy proximity fo the bucket, ke
manipnlated the lever to one side when . BAR. . thar 4.000,001 Ib. bucket lites-
ally leaped fo the side to caich Farmer Cling in the middle of my chest.

MWow it"s one thing to imazine being slapped by a backboe but, as you might ex-
pect, I was startled and terrified to find nryself performing these serial antics only
o have an abmpt STOP as I was smashed against the shed wall. I think I exchaled
rather noisily as every gram of gir departed oy hongs.

And vou think I was surprised? Fammer Dioug sppeared 23 though he’d seen

& ghost! [ meed youn to know that be is very safety conscious and always took

exmacrdinary measures o avoid puttiing me in harm’s way. Yet, it sesmed, despite
his best efforts I could be serously injured.

Hit Me With Your Best Shot!._.

Having recovered from the mitial shock of being 3 homan canmon ball, T
quickly wrigzled and wiggled all muy pants and decided God had me
from injury. And seeing the terror on the face of my friend, I remarked. ™ Is that
all vou've got™

Fammer Diong, ashen and pals-faced, looked down at me from high atop the
backhoe and said “You could have been EEATLY hurt. You scared me to death!™
I thought perhaps a Llittle comuic relief was in order as [ replied, ““You kit e, Tnat T
SCARED YO Well, let me tell va something pal — Fammer Clint took your bast
shot and I'm sill standing . strong like a bull™

As T recall we walked across the road to the farmhbouwse and kad our regnlar
moming cap of cappuccing with Barbara. Mot muach was said about nry mishap
with the backhoe, it was a too-near-miss with disaster. We just relaxed and en-
joved another porgeons day at Hamell Hill Farms.

Suraly God was watching over me and Fammer Dhong that day a5 once again T
chestad death on the Funny Famnm @ .

Humbled in the Hills,
Fammer Clint

HISTORICo
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Friday, August 9th
m: Born In the 80's and raised on radio,
CAPSSETTE REWIND are the totally authentic
80's experience. Valley girls, jocks, preppies, and nerds
will have the time of their life when the Delorean
hits 88 mph and suddenly they're ot like, the most
rightecus party of the era.

¥  9:15pm: GUMP FICTION! a high-octane,
nostalgia-fueled fime-machine with one
totally radical destinafion: the 1990s, Known as the
Ultimate 90s Experience, they will take
you back to the days of diol-up interned, slap bracelets,
Tamagotchi pets, and the music you forgot you loved.
saturday, August 10

L]
Chwer 130 lood, cral, and activity vendors
Live music aoll day + Amusement Rides - Beer Carden
Great Waldension Footrace « Bocce Tournament
Historic Outdoor Droma “From this Day Forward™

Main Stage Lineup Includes:

@am: Old Colony Players Reenactment
I0am: Greg Mastin & The Druthers ®
[:30pm: The Band 284690
3:30pm: Chad Triplett & Two Lane Blacktop
fpm: Gary Lowder & Smokin’ Hot Ve &

M waldensianfestival.com - 888-VALDESE M
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West Court Food Center

For almepst B0 years, West Count Food Cenfer has been Enown in McDowell
County s the “working man's fitend™ with its outstanding selection of produce
and FToCenies.

A family-owned business since the early 1940s, the owners are stll finding
wavs o meet the needs of customers in 2019 while remaining the “working man’s
friend’.

James “Bub™ Hollifield and his
son, Mike Hollifield, keep wadi-
tion slive at the West Court Food
Center Bub became the owner of
the store in 1942 Mke is the cur-
rent owner and kas worked at the  J
store since “he could puf 3 can of
beans on the shelf ™

This supermarket, at 39¢ W
Coure 5t in Marion, is small
bt it's zot one of the best meat
Mike Holljfleld, Jomez (Bub) Hoilffield, Mf-

a chael Holljfield, MBA Board Vice President
hawe relied on West Court Food

: ; Boyd Phillips

Center to provide them with a
great selection of beef. pork and chirken The store is known for its sliced ham,
processed pork and beaf for costomers. And it's probably no coincidence that this
was one of the first places fo sell Hunter's Liver Mush

But West Court Food Center has become well knoem for its own meat prodect
which is made in the store. For a long time, folks have raved abont the delicious
sansage made and sold at the store. The store makes around 500 to 1,000 pounds
on Wednesdays and it deesn't last long once it is packaged and put ont for sale.

Mow at West Court Food Center is a new item, CBD 0dl, marketed as a cure-all
for all sorts of silments.

West Court Food Center also offers a vanety of fresh, local produce and goods

“TWe hawe a lot of items that we don't make them personally, that they are so
zood we put our names on thern ™ said Mika.

The store iz open Monday oo Saturdsy from 8 am. o 8 pm.

MAarion Business Association is proud to recognize West Count Food Center as
Maripm’s 2019 Business of the Year.

Hello Summen!

and local restaurant oamers alike

Decorate your home with poly furniture that will last and something
you can enjoy. Many styles and color options to choose from.

FURNITURE ¥ COMPANY

T4 0AK AVENUE = SPALICE PINE. NORTH CAROLINA 287
PHOME (8281 TG0-5857 = FAX (B0 YE5-5553

Wi, proples-turnifure.com

The Cost of Independence
Matthew 25:32-46

By Tery Chesk
MeDowell Coumiy

July is wpon us, with it comes Independence Day. We
remember aod celebrate our Declaration of Independence
from England. With that declarstion came the Fevolo-
tonary War. We cannot have one without the other, This
is myore than 3 history lessom, it is a life lessom.

Preceding a Declaration of Independence was a realization of dependence
upon someone or something. Historically for the United States of Americs, it
was Enpland and their taxation and oppression along with sconomic, physical,
and pelitical sanctions of the colonists. The life lesson we leam from this is the
ragedy of dependence in our society. Today there is too monch aloohol, too mamy
drugs, and tee much domestic violence. The Fustice system is overwhelmed with
offenders. As a hi-vocational ninister, I am employved with the prison system as
3 maintenance technician - a job I have held for many years. With my job comes
contact and conmmmication with inmates. These men have memendons stories and
many of them have remendous tesmmonies. I alse have the privilege to seTve on
& very special council as 8 commumity faith leader - the Morth Carolina Fe-Enmy
Council, McDowell Couniy Chapter. We are part of 3 larger State-wide group that
addresses the difficnlt process of a released offendsr making the adjnstment back
into life on the cutside of prison walls. Of course, the foundation of re-entry suc-
cess iz their artitnde; they have to want to stay out of prison If that's their sttitude,
we want 1o help them break the dependencies that took them down that read and
offer them independence from the old. Bat, as said earlier, it comes with a war. To
name a few battles these folks face: there are physical battles, job battles, social
battles, housing battles, family battles, perception battles, wansportation battles,
and. in o1y opinion, the biggest of them all, spiritaal barles.

In McDeowell Connty, our Fe-Entry Council is formnste to have Freedom Life
Ministries to functon as the wheels that move us forward. Danny Hampion leads
this Christ-centered organizstion. From the FLM website, vou will find a gyeat
deal of information regarding their work with Tustice-Tomvolved individual’s. For
example. “Freedom Life serves jnstice-inwolved individuals mmd their fammilies
with programs designed to help our clients bagin 3 joumey to 3 new lifa™ T have
known Diammy for many vears. He and his family came to our community, amd
very quickly Danmy became sware of a problem - when offenders were released
most of them remrned to their old Life and quickly became incarcerated over
again From that awareness, Danny became an advocate for those wanting inde-

The awareness and advocacy of Freedom Life Mmistries and W.C. Fe-Eotry
Council, conpled with my personal imvobrement with the Justice-imvobved, have
moved me to become involved, to be the change I want t0 see in Doy Commmumity.
The baitles are real in the lives of these men and women. Those with the siron-
gast convictions to succeed in gaining their independsnce realize they cammot
do it alone. They need us to come alongside them and engage in the battle with
them . Getning mvolved bepims with the local church We are the body of Christ;
we are the hands of Christ extended into the world aroumd ns. From the passaga
given above we read this, “35 For J was an hungered, and pe gave me meal. I
was thirsty, and ve gmae me drink: Jwas a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked,
and ye clothed me: Iwas sick, and ye vistted me: Twas in prizan, and ye came
urta me.” Those who helped were rewarded and those who didn't were jundzed.
How did they know if they were doing the rght thins™ Well, Tesus answered that
gquestion too. 40 Inasomach as ye have done it unfo one of the least of these my
brethren, ye kave done it uomo me.” The least of these are all around us. Will the
body of Christ reach ot inco the lecal compmanity and be the advocate for Jesus
Christ?

Fellow pastors and Christians. these folks are not leoking for a handont, they
are needing 3 hand np. Freedom Life Ministries has an excellent music mimistry
that visits the local chuoch. They have provided song services for me where the
aftars have filled, and I have seen the Lord Jesus Christ change lives throuwgh this
ministry. If yon kave regular smgings or a special event and will be using mmasic, 1
SACOUTAZE Vou to give them an opporhanity fo minister, If you are mterested, give
Dianny Hampion & call, mest with him and let him explain in defail what Free-
dom Life Minismies does for our conmmumity. Become aware of the battles and
become an advocate by joining the fipht for Independence these released offend-
ers are facing. YWou can leam more by contacting Freedom Life Ministries at (828)
558-XX24 or by visiting their website hitps:/fredomliferminisimies org.

Terry i3 the Execurtive Divector and broadcaster of The Inzpiring Word maedia
minizry. Tou can comtact Tarry By email af theinspiringword| @ gmail.com
Or by visiitng www theinspiringwoerd. org
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Wﬂiﬁng on the Lord
By Alan Griffin

The dew is like a shower on the grass
thiz musty moming where overcast skies
hamg lowy ower the trees. The sqoirrels are
slready fighting among themsalves a5 the
robin turns her ear to the ground in hops
of a tasty morsal. I need a rag to wipe the
bench in the prayer garden this morning,
and 3 coat to ward off the cold. I come,
I sit, and I wait on the Lord o make His
appearance. With all hope and anficipaton, I empty my mind of a combination of
events that spon will be as meaningless as all the labors that are done under the
sun. People come and people go, but the world stll carries on. The sun rises, the
wind blows, just as the fvers smpiy inte the sea. All these things are wormisome o
many, but not me becase T am warting on the Lord.

We practice a sound mind with the conrags to strengthen our soul, and we
ponder in our hearts the desires of the Lord. What have Youn for us to do today,
Mzster? Where will Your Spirit lesd to us to journey, snd what will Yoo have ns
o dio m Your presence? We have planted the seed of faith info the beans of many,
and we have watered the fock with Your Word. Fill us with Your Spirt, oh Lord,
&= We walt n fmae diligence and patience for the nourishment of our souls. Bless
s with Your loving kindwess and the perfect brizhimess of Your presence. We rely
on Your merts to Zrace our meager existence, obh Lord so that Your will is done in
us as the Father's will was dene in You

We recall the days of great uffering, the stuggle with the flesh and the chaims
of sm that boumd our hands and feet, which prevented us from understanding the
lowe You gawe for us on the cross. Throngh Your perseverance You have made it
possible for our spiritual eyes to be opened | permitting us to be omimated with
Your compassion and freed from the slavery of sin. We joyfinlly accept Your plan
of salvation the pouring of grace over our heads so we will not draw back to a
state of damnation becaase we are those who believe in the saving of the soul We
follow You, oh Lord, with great confidence and endurance so that afier we have
done Your will we may receive Your promise of beavenly reward. We are rooted
in the love of keeping Your commmandrments because we know that all the things
with which we have been affficted will work tezether for our good.

o we wait on the Lord by pressing forward with our faith so that we may say,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven becanse thay whe wait for the LORD
shall revnew their sorength; they shall mownt up with wings like eagies; they shall
run and nod be weary, thay shall walk and not faint (Isziah 4031 NETWV) We
hope for what cannot be seen  and we wait on what cannot be heard by the humam
ear. We let our spirimal eyves and ears walk ws throngh the thester of oar mind
with all patience and longsuffering hopimg to catch a glimpse of the enliphteronent
of our souls. For now we see through a glazs, darkly; but then face to foce; mow I
ko in pavt; but then shall I inew evenr as alzo I am kaovwn (1 Corinthians 13:12

rest is not 4 rest
from sctivity but a
melodicas sym-
phony of our will,
Our InAFIEatioD,
our conscience, and
our 5ol harmondiring with God. As we remove the contemplaton of life around
ns we enable the Holy Spirit of God to £l our soul with thoughts of our Creator.
Cruiet, listen, remain calm, and feel the manguility of peace surmounding us like a
sphere. enpulfing us in God's presence. When we stop relying on our wisdom and
intellizenca, we are able to rely whollv on the Lord When we dismizs our own
self-confidence and self-will, we leam to give (God the glory in everything we do
becanze without Him we can do nothing right. So, we stop worrying abont the
futare and the conwolution of mankind lesming to rest our mingd in peace know-
ing God is in conmal.

We zamve a living God who has promised never to leave us or forszke us so
that no good thing will be denied to those who walk fghily in the Lord. We cease
froom our lakbors and allewr the Holy Spirnit to live through us the Christian hife we
cannof live on our own. We listen for the pulses of the Divine whisper as it sounds
of sweemess o our ears. We reach deep into our soul and endesvor to prepare
ourselves by daily exercises of meditation on the Word of God, and open np our
heart to receive heavenly secrets. Speak o me, oh Lord, for YWour servant listens
for Your words. Give ear;, O ye heavens, and Twill speak; and hear, O egrth, the
words gf my mowsth. My docirine shall drop as the rain,; my speech shall disal
ar the dew, as the small rain upon the tender hard, and as the showers npon the
grazr (Dewtercnonmyy 32:1-2 ETV)

Algn Griffin started the Bdrnchrizi minisiries in Novembar 1997, He has worked
with inner cify kds for 21 years. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure that would reach people gf all ages and has been writing since 2005, The
mimiziry has expanded thair websites fo reach around the world  EKidsechrist.com,
miillemmialchristian. com, feensnchrist com, Jeiorsnchrist com, Diciure-Verse. com,
amd soniworks-mmalleroups com. W had an outreach of over 13,000,000 peapie
Lozt pear with 348,000 000 mpressions. [fyou hoee any quesfions for dlan you can
reach him art alan@ i donchrist com

Thon hast sef all the borders af the earth: then haw made summer and winger.
Pyglme T4:17

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“A Litrle Cur OF The Way, Bur ALOT Less ro Pay™

74 SOUTHERN STATES

Farmer owned since 1923

« Fertilizer + Sprayers

* Chemical » Fence Supplies
* Garden Seed * Drain Tile

» Red Max weedeaters » Pet Supplies

» Grass Seed

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill. NC Jerry & ]]mﬁi[:nﬂith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58: frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 eriffith?5:@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, hiitle cluldren, and have overcome them:
becanse greater 15 he that 15 in you, than he that 15 1 the
warld. 1 Jahn 4:4

INS T'R-l"-'t'E ERT 1C

= 1 P
tl
£S5, INC

Proudly serving the grear cinzens af
Western NC for 25 years with H.:T.’.r.f.'.
Ewmployer Gronup He :T.’rf' Plans, Medicare
Plans, Life, Anmunes, 401K Transfers and
Long Term Care Coverage

28752

275 North Main Street » Marion, NC
828.652.1553 local - 888.528.1553 toll free
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Idon't do...
By Aimes Marler
Burke County

Lyike 9:23: "Then he said to them all: TFaryene would
come qiter me, ha must deny himze]land take up kis
cross daily and follow me.

How can thres words change youn today?
"I dpn't do" are the three words that changed my

walk and how I view the tasks Jesus or God puars bafore

me daily. For some background on these three words, I am faken back to vacaton
bible school (VES) one vear at charch. I had asked a small group leader o help
me during the mission lesson by washing the kids® feet, and with a sour look on
her face, she =sid "I den't do feet". With these three words, she denisd herself the
blezzing of serving others.

After this, I starting thinking, what if other inflnential people in our lives said
these three wonds at the begmming of sentences or statements. How woald this
affect others? For example,

Mlom says, "1 don't do kisses on booboos”™,

Dad says, " I don't do bngs",

Teacher savs, "T don't do exira belp”, ar

The preacher says, " I don't do hard or challenping sermons”.

Yiou may have encountered such starements in your life. How did they affect
you? Mayvbe mom was too bosy at work, on drugs, or just not arcund to comfort
your booboos. It wonld make it hard for youn to show compassion fo your own
children if you lacked an example. Maybe dad missed out on receiving bugs from
his father, so he doesn't realize the importance of a bug or howr it can sllow bond-
ing to oconr beroreen A father snd & child. The teacher never nepded extra help so
be or she doesn't understand that the student just needs to hear it again or have
it explained snother way to belp understand the content The preacher does not
wanf to cover the hard towchy subjects of the world because it may upset certain
mernbers of the congregation and make offerings decrease.

More mportantly, what if Jesus used these three words to start His staternents;

"I don't do forgiveness.”

"I don't do grace.”

"T don't do mercy."

"I don't do the CROSS!"

If Fasus had pomen Hiz Heavenly Father to take the cup from Hinms in Wiatthear
26:30 i the (Garden of Gethsemane our fntares would have been drastcally dif-
ferent!

Your Heavenly Father will never ask you to do more than you can handle, BUT
He does expect you to grow and be able to handie more challenges. 5o when Fe-
sus of (od asks yon do something out of your comfort zone, take the dare and see
His power at work through you! In fact, washing the kids" feet that vear during
WBS was a buge blessing for me and something T will never forget

"T don't do", changed my view oo God's requests and moy walk.

Will they change vou?

Armee Marler it o wife and mother gf two bovs that haes in Moreanton. She iz an
active member of Ploarant Hill Baptist Church and currently works ar Samar:-

fan’s Purse in Boone.
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General Dentistry for the Family

A~
L —— ﬁ'
ol 1 A
"~ g
4;.' g
We Love To See You Smile!
Always Accepting Mew Patlemts - Insurance Flled Foryvou
e et -2 8 G
(828)433-1223 : : 2

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

Independence Day

By Michelle Barrier
Burke Cowrnty

Om Fuly 2nd, 1776, representatives of the 13 colonies,
meeting in Fhiladelphia for the Continental Conpgress,
voted to declare their independence from Great Britain,
And two days later, on Fuly 4th, 1776, these represents-
tves sirmed the Dheclaranon of Independence. thus pro-
claiming to the world that dhey would no longer be under
the mile of the English King. This was a huga step forward
for this young, srowing country and our founding fathers. -
They understood that unkess they chose o make a change, they would contime fo
b= soverned by a king that did not have their best interests af heart.

Just like these men we as Christans have a choice fo make. Will we contimie
1o live in the world and of the world or will we give ourselves o the Savior and
live a life of freedom froom the bondage of sin and with the hope of a greater fu-
mra? The Bible says in Fomans §:22 “buf mow that you ke bean setf free from
sim...the bangfir you = = ; TTT TRl
reap leads fo holi- ; o b
nass, and the resnlf
iz atevmal [fe”. Cmur
personal Indepen-
dence Day is easy to
attaim. Al we st
do 1= acknowledes
that we are sinners,
balieve in Jesns
Christ’s death and
resumecton amd
accept Him as our
Lord and Savior.
Freedom is within —

OUT STAsp - du]m}%mmdﬂpmd&m&tnd&umdmn!nmgahﬁam!{ﬁf
celebration

i ,'.!

To leam more about the history of the UT5A's Independence Day, complete this
webgquest! Answers can be fiound on page 41 of this edition.

4ih of July Webguest
Complete the answers to these questions using the website below,
hitps-'fwrww history. comtopicsholidays july-4th

1. What happened on Tuly Ind to make some people think that we shounld cel-
ehrate on that day?

2. When was the Liberty Bell ning? Why was it mne on this day?

3. Which three presidents and fonnding fathers died on Jaly 4th?

4. What was a key feature of the earliest independence day celebrations? Why did
this event stop happening?

5. When were fireworks anthorized for the celebration of Fuly 4th?

. Where can you find the largest fiteworks display om the 4th of Tuly?

7. True or False - When the Fevolutionary War broke ont in 1773, not all colpmists
desired independence from Great Britaim.

8. Who introduced the modon calling for independsnca?

2. Who wrote the majority of the Declaration of Independence?

10, became the first state fo make Tuly 4th an official state

Michelle iz o 4th grode eacker in Caldwell County. She attend: Pleasant Hill
Baptizt Church.

Ren-Bay Pools & Spas

f

PHONE: 828-433-1742
MOBILE: 828-443-1373
206 BURKEMONT AVE

MORGANTON, NC 28655
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1974

STEVE CARLISLE
BUILDER

KENRAYPOOLS@BELLSOUTH.NET

wwrw brcnews_com
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Photoshopped Growth
By Steve Baitz
Burks County

Tast a short distance down the shore from Capernaum
15 where fisherman still teday, clean their nets in a nam-
ral spring that sprays up on a slope overlooking the Sea of
Galilee. My wife and T were just recentty in the Holy Land
and wimessed fisherman cleaning their nets there beside the
Galilee. Tt is a spot where it is claimed that the circummstanec-
es of Luke 5 take place. "Now it happemed that while the crovd war pressing
armtd Him and listening fo the Word of God, He waz standing by the lake And
Ha zaw fwo boass Bing at the edze af the lake. but the fisherman had gotien ot
af them and ware wazhing thair nats. And He pot into one of the boais, which was
Siman k, and asked him fo put out a little way from the land. And He sar down
arnd bepan teaching the people from the boat ™ Luke 5:1-3

Christ had not besn with the disciples as they had fished thar night on the Sea
of Galilee. Peter and Andrew owned one of the boats, and James and Jobn ownad
the other boat. Ar this moment, the disciples, although following Jesus for a year,
were shll full-time fisherman and cnly part-oime disciples. They were what we
might call "weekend disciples™ who were still potting in a full week of nmming a
fishingz business,

Tesns shows up on the shore that moming possibly they had all synchronized
a prearranzed mesting, bot maybe Christ just shows np. The disciples are rinsing
ont the debris caught in their nets. That was all they had canght, just debris.

Several times in the gospels we're shown that 3 crowd gathers unexpectedly.
This is one of those imes. And whatever they had plamned for the day, Jesus
adjnsts the schedule to spend 3 substantial time talking with the mnlomde. But
the crowd appears to have Fesns somewhat comered as they close in aroumd Him,
and He is about to be standing in the lake. It is then that Jesus asks Peter to allow
Him o get in his bear, and shove off away fromm the shore a little, The result is
that Christ can =if in the boat and talk to the crowd withont bemg pressed by His
Listemers, right into the water.

Following the closing prayer and the crowd begins to disperse, Tesus apam
calls on Peter to manenver his boat. “When He had finished speaking, He said fo
Soman, Put out info the deap water and et down your nets for a caich. ™ Luke 524

In werse three of Luke 5, Jesus had szid put out a little, and now we see Jesus
requesting that Simon launch out into the deep.  Shallow and then deep. Christ
is sbout to ask these weekend disciples to abandon the fishing business. But here
we see Jesus first measurimg His pan-time followers, to see how much they have
grown. Ate they ready, for the deep end of the pool, or must they stay in the shal-
lows, and just "put ont 3 lirtle?™

When I went to elementary school in Atlants as 2 firse grader, the school T at-
tended offend swimmnng classes. I wanted to leam to swim, so I sipned np for
8 beginner’s class. They called it the “tadpole™ level. They told us what time
our classes were, and I showed ap at the pool on my scheduled day. T remermber
thinking that it was odd, that none of the first graders that had also signed up for
the “tadpole” class, were nowhere to be seen a5 those in the class gathered by the
pool. Our instmactor took us down to the deep end, and blew his whistle, siznaling
that we dive in and swim to the other side. I don’t think that I had ever dived into
the water before, ut I zave it ooy best. The rest of the class lefi me in their wake
as they swam for the other side of the pool. I had also realized that the smdents in
the swimming class were from the 3rd 4th and 5th grades. Smange I thought, As
I zplashed and sank and splashed and sank, the insouctor came to my rescue and
pulled me back to the edge of the pool. As I caught my breath, be asked, “can you
sarm ™ and I shook oy head back and forth with the officially recognized mean-
g of WO, The metmctor then szid, “then why are yon in the advanced swim-
ming class? Come to find out, there kad been a paperwork snafia and my rame
had been put in the advanced swimming class instead of the begirmer’s class. 1
was not ready to launch out into the deep. Simon, Fesus sxys, push oat info the
desp and we will discower if you have srown

Thronghout scriphure, God shows sensitvity to the different stages of manoity
in each person. For example, whea God asks Abrsham fo push out 2 little mio the
shallows and leave Ur of Chaldea, God does not present to Abraham His plan to
have him sacrifice his son Isaac I wonder if Abraham wonld have chosen to fol-

low God’s prompring at thar stage of his growth if God had laid ot the i Moriah

appoinmment. Instead, God martared Abrabam and became His

friend. and omby later, when the patriarch had gromm encugh did

God confront his friend with the ultimate test of loyaliy.
When we spend e in the (1d Testament, we see 3 patiem in

which the Israelites keep repeating. It 1= a dangerons pattern of
photoshopped gromdh.  When an item is photoshopped, it is done
to enhance the pictrs, hiding any blemizhes and miving an aktered
appearance. Someiimes an ifem is so altered by the poaer of pho-
toshop, it shows 3 fake simation.

The Israelites kept allowing religiows practices, that were meamnt
to deepen their relstionship with God, only keepimg them in the
shallow end of the water. While sacrificing and fasting and not
working on the Sabbath day, at the same ome, they wers heavily
mwolved in idol worship.

Amnd the pattern of stayving in the shallow end wonld continns
mie the WNew Testament era. The Jews, in the days of Tesns, would
attend church weekly, and be meticulous tthe mivers and Sabbath
kespers. However, they wonld simmitanesusly plan to marder
Jesns. And it is rather obwious that the isswe of deep worship or
shallowy riteals was in play. Diespite their extermnal effons with
rituals, rod sawy their internal motives. Their growth had been
photoshopped. It wasn't real The very rifuals, which are ordained

Service i Bellen.

828-765-9678+- 828-688-3745

Blitchell Co. Farm Burcau

by God to help us grow, were mstead stunting their growth and leaving them in
the shalloars. In the book of Micah God explains. “Does the Lord rake delight
in thowsands qf rams, in fan thourand rivers af odl?  Shall T present my firstbern
Jor mry rebellious acts, the frult of my body for the sin af my soul?” He has fold ypou
O man, what iz pood; And what does the Lord require of you, but ro do justice, fo
fove Endress, and fo walk humbly with your God. * Micab 6:7 8

Without a donbt, God provided ritesls so that they would help us growr Rituals
have vahd-
u}'nnl!.rmﬂ:m

the hest ways to
erow. It is whera
sound docirine
is proclzximed, spirimal gifis nsed, mission effors fimded and mobilized, and the
saints are edified. Church sttendance is great stuff for lmmching out mte the deep.
Yet, while church attendance is designed for our growth, it can become an idol
that we erect that symbolizes salvation. In other words, we think we are saved by
church attendance. .. photoshopped growib. I cloarch attendance is not motvated
by a deep desire to grow closer to Christ and His people in worship and the Word,
then we may be wading i a shallow peol of rimalizm which I am calling, photo-
shopped zrowih.

Jezus, during His ministry, would try and point oot to the Tewish leaders their
propensity for condnsme shallow and deep. Photoshopped srowth, or gemime
srowth. Back to Peter. Christ checks what kind of prowth Peter has acquired.
And the Lord asks him are you ready to get in the deep end with Him. 5o, launch
out into the deep Peter and we will check the level of your growth.

Your growth, my growdh, God measures us by His Spirt. Practices like church
attendance, diet, stewardship etc_, are sl wonderful nmals that God has endorsed
to help us grow deep. But, these same rinzals, can be photoshopped which keeps
us i shallow water. Bay these wonderfol actvities like chorch atfendance and
tithe remrming, may they not be a way o give us credit for a deepoess that is jast
shallow. But rather as our God designed them, may they lead us into a deeper and

deeper place with God. Deeper vet, Lord, deeper yat.

Steve Bietz, Pastor, Morganton Seventh day ddveniist Chrch,

1949
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ORTHODONTICS S

David C. Small, D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Russell E. Martin, D.D.S., M.S.

Orthodontics for ALL ages!

382 10th Ave Dr. NE
Hickery, NC 28655
(828) 322-1250

110 Juniper St. Suite 300

Morganton, NC 28653
(828) 4331242

Emergency Contact: (818) 514-1981
www.smallortho.com
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YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOINUS FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

Mew selection of American-made
sofas! Genuine leather, fabrics
or a combination.

SO0UTHWEST
Trading
COMPANY
828-7T65-8261
279 Oak Ave,
Spruce Pine, NC

salas@swiradingcompany.com
www.swiradingcompany.com
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Simple Ways to Achieve the Life You Want
By Jovce Mdeyer

I think it's healthy to stop periodically and tske inven-
tory of our lives. It's mnportant fo ask, “Am I really living
the life Christ died for me fo kave? Or am I setilmg for
spmething lasg™

Regardless of what's happened in the past or what obsta-
clps sapm to be in our way, God has 3 biz, foll life in store
for each one of us. But it's up to s whether we're going to get the best out of life
and make the most of our time, talents, relationships and opportonities.

The ook of Genesis confins a great lesson in this area. It shares the story of
Abraham’s father, Terah who gathered his family, packed up everything, and set
ont for his ulfimate destination—{Canaan

However, Genesis 11:31 talls us, “_. Tepether they set out from Ur gf the Chal-
digans fo go fo Canagan. Buf when they camwe fo Harran, they sertled there ™ (NIV)L

I wonder how manwy people start ont to do one thing in life ot settle somewhare
alpng the way because they get tired or because it's conventent. It's not really
what they want, but it"s something they think they can “settle for.™

Are there arezs n your life where you have settled, or maybe just haven’t made
a5 mch progress sz you kad hoped?

Are You Settling for Mediocre?

The Lord has called us to excellence, and we don't have to settle for mediocTity.
The word mediocre literally means “to live halfway betaeen success and failure ™
And that's where so many people live; they haven't completely failed, but they're
akso not where they really want o be.

This applies to every ares of our lives. Maybe you've begun smdying the Bible
and yvou have a goal o really know God’s Word and develop an mfimate, close re-
lztionship with Him. If that's the case, don't seftle for just reading a chapier a day
o “put your time in"—styy determined to make it 3 priority and resp the benefits
of muly knowmg God.

Or maybe you have 8 goal o lose 20 pounds. If 20, make a decision that you're
not poing to give up when it pets difficolt Even if vou have 8 bad day smd scto-
ally gain weizht, be determined to boumce back the next day!

Sometimes we g nsed o the place where we are and forget there’s something
better. Life gets busy, comiplicated, or even comfortable, and we lose sight of the
dreams and goals we used to kave. That's when we need to stir ourselves up and
become determined to amain every single part of God’s plan for our Lives.

What If..
Leat’s take a few moments to play the “What If? zame
What if vou decided to give God vour all andaeek Hlmnllﬂnmwhuleluart"?‘
What if vou demanded the best from yourself instead of settlmg for “just aver-
age”?
What if you stopped making exousas why vou can’t accomplish your dresmes
moals?

Whar if you changed the way you speak and refused to say anything negative?

What if you started confronting problems instead of moning away from them?

What if you decided to stop procrastinsting?

Can vou imagine where yon would be this mme next year if you followed
ihrough with just one or teo of these things?

Give If Your All

The Bible is full of scripmres that encourage ns to do oor best. 2 Timothy 2:15
says, “Iho vour best fo present yourself to God az one approved, a worker whao
dizez mof need to be ashamed ™ (WIW).

I lowe that phrase, Do your best.™ It may be sasier to go halfway, bot what
could happen if you decided fo give your best in your marmiage, at your job, or
amy other area of your life?

Some of the greatest blessings n oy life now are things that have required the
mast effort. Today, my bushand, Dave, and I have the awesome povilege of shar-
ing God's Word with millions of people through Joyce Meyer Ministries. Mlany
times over the years it required tremendous sacrifice and the decision to keep

Yes, it required troe and effort o do everything God placed in our bearts to do,
but I am so glad we didn’t stop halfway when things got tough. I thank Geod that T
didn't get discouraged and quit doring the davs when only 50 peopls were sttend-
ing my conferences.

The muth is if vou will give your best and do what you can do, God will do His
part and do what you can't do!

5o, don't settle for mediocre or kalfvay. God has an incredible, folfilling and
Eﬁnﬂnghﬁ!;lﬁtﬂmﬂngﬁ:rj‘m.?es it’s going to requite effort and determina-
tiom; it may also require you to push past fear so you can enjoy greater freedom
and snccess. But [ promise you this: Whatever it takes, it's always worth it

For miore on this topic, order Joyoe®s three-CD series Simple, Practcal Changes
with Feal Fesults. You can also contact us o receive our free magazine, Enjoying
Everyday Life, by calling (B0 T27-0673 or visiting Waww. 0y CEINEVEL OTE.

Pleaze note: The views and opinions expressed throughout this publication amd/
or website are those of the respective authors and do not necessanilty reflect those
of Joyce Meyer Mmistrias,

Javes Meyer is a New Fork Iimes bestzelling quthor and founder of Joyce Mayer
Ministries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, including Battlgfield af

the Mimd and Cherload: How fo Unpiue, Unaind and Unleash Yourself from the
FPressoure of Stress (Hacherse). Sha hosts the Exjoying Evervaday Life radio and TT
Drograms, which air on hundreds of stanons worldwide. For more ipfbrmanion,
VISIT WHWW OV Cema aroTE.
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Opposition to the Gospel
By Dr. Tom Wlker
MeDowell County

I believe the Lord wonld have us fo see why some people
are opposed to the Gospel of Christ. 1 Corinthizns 169 says,
"For a graal deor and gffechual iz opened unte me, and thare
ame many adversaries. " The Apostle Paul lets us know where
there are open doors, there will be adversarnies.

Anp adversary is simply one who offers opposition; one who 25 an enemy has
enmity at heart Satan is referred fo a5 an sdversary in the Sonpiures. 1 Peter 528
warms us- "Be sober, be vigilani: becanse your adversary the devil, as a roanng
lion, walketh abont seeking whom he may devour."

Yo would think that everyone chould have believed the Gospel and desired
others to believe it. But, it is not that way, Some folks kave not believed the
(rospel, have not received Christ as Savior, and contimie on with oppositon to the
Gospel of Christ

Philippians 1:28 tells ns: "dnd in nofhing rerrified by your adversaries: which
i fo them an evident foken gf perdition, buf fo you qf zalvation, and that gf God. "
Panl the Apostle wrote to the Philippians believers and encouraged them not to
be temified by their adversaries. That word "remified” in Philippians 1:28 comes
from 2 word that has the idea of causing o fall or causing one o fy ;way. It
points io one being scared. The believer is nof to be mbimidated by those who
oppose the message he has to preach. Instead of being scared  panicky, or shaken,
the one who kas his or her faith in Christ, shonld be brave, bold, courapacms,
confident and encourazed.

If you recall from the Book of Mehemiah MNebemiah wenf to JTemsalam o
retnild the wall. That was a good thing o do becanse their enemies had brought
muin to the wall. Even though they should have been commended and praised for
daing such 2 thing, thers were those who opposad them. Tobiah the Ammonite
said " Even that which thay build, {fa fox go up, he shall even break down thelr
stone wall (Tehemizh 4:3). How insuling to Mehemish and his helpers 1o make
such an offensive, ridiculons statement! You can be sure that anyons who does
something sood and for God or His people will have his or ber critics. Even
though they may anise we need the affifude the man of God had when be sad " T
am doing a greal work, ro that [ cannot come donsm: why should the wark cears,
whiiss I leave it, and come down to you? " (Meh 6:3). He wounld not allow his
sdversaties o stop him from doing what (od had called him to do. In Mehemizh's
mind, he was not about to cease the work just to please a few adversanes.

We peed to remember what Malum 1:2 teaches ws: "God iz jealows, and the
Lord revengath, the Lord revengeth, and iz Amrious; the Lord will take vengeance
o his adversaries, and he rezarveth wrath for his enemeias. " Spending too nmch
fme overly concemed sbout vour adversaries as vou do God's will, is oot worth
your time. Why do men oppose the Gospel of Christ” Here are a few suggestions
why.

Preconceived Ideas

There are some peopls who are not searching for the truth. They have been
fausht soonething in opposition to what the Bible really teaches. For nstance,
Mark T.8-2 zays, "For laying aside the commandment gf God, ve hold the radi-
figr af men, as the washing gf pofs and cups: and may offer such ke things ye
di. And he said unte them, Full well ye rgect the commandment of &rod, that ye
ey Beep your own fradition, ™

Tradition can be defined as: "The delivery of opinions, docirines, practices,
mﬁmdmfmﬁmummmﬂmmmmmvﬂmﬂm
sion of any opinions or practice from forefathers to descendants by oral commumi-
caton."

A child can be tanght the wrong thing. There is nothing wrong with holding to
what youn have been taught unless it is contradictory to God's tmth as reveslsd
in the Scripmares. We nmst face the face that the Word of God can be wrongly
divided Amny interpreter of the Bible shonld rightly divide the Word of Truth.

Some people are taught repentance and faith in the Gospal is not enongh They
omist inchade their personal works o keep them saved and to maintain their spiri-
tual relztionship with God. To armive =t that conclusion, one has failed to look at
the context of the Bible verses they are frying to interpret. Verses mnst be infer-
preted in their verse, chapter, book, and whole Bible context.

Perverted Lifettyle

The Gospel of Christ i= 3 holy message that leads to holy living John 3:18-21
gives us light on this matter: "Adnd this i3 the condemmarion, that lght is come Info
the world, and men loved darfes: rather than light, because their deeds ware
avil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, nefther cometh to the light, lest
Fiz deeds thowld be reproved. Bur ke thar doeth truth comerh o the lighs, that b
deeds may be made manifest, that they ane wrerghi in God "

Wany will not believe the Gospel because they love sin more than they love
God. The sinner does not want o stop bying, stop sleeping around with the same
sex or the opposite sex, and be beld to God's moral and rghteous standards. The
lost person does not want to be acconntable to (God. He wants to live according fo
the dictates of his own heart rather than what the Bible teaches.

Sorme will mot believe the Gospel becanse it brings abont 3 change of life a
holy life. and leads to & confession amd forsaking of 3 sinful lifesoyle.

Peer Pressure

Just because the majority of people will not allow the Gospel of Christ to
changea their lives, does not mean that should be your attimde. The majority is
ot abways right. In fact, Dr. Vance Havner calls the saints of God the "Baster's

Pzalm 1:1 savs "Blersed i the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un-
Eodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners..."

TJust becaise somepne else is goimp the wrong way, does not mean that you
should go the same way. People not onky make choices from peer pressurs, some
people even by out of the same High tech products such as cell phones, video
games, and other similar itenis are examples. Bacaise so many young peopls have
cell phones, all of them want 3 cell phone.

The dedicated Christian mmst be devoted to Christ. If the majority around you
do not fee] that way, don't let the pressure your peers put upon you make you go
amy other way than the way of the cross. If others aronnd you want o rob and
steal, you should not allow their ifestyles and practices affect what vou believe
about the death, burial, and resumection of the Lord Jesus Chrdst.

Personal Unbelief

Luke 24:25-26 says, "Then he zaid unto them, O fholz, and slow of heart fo
baligve all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Cheizst fo have syffered these
rhingz, and fo enfer into kis glory?"

Some are slow to believe but finally do after being convicted of sin by the Holy
Ghost. Thete are others who will not believe Christ and His Gospel. They zo to
the zrave rejecting the good news of the Gospel and its claims. The result of unbe-
lief is banishment froon all that is zood and boly in 3 place called Hell foreves

We who know and believe the tuth about Jesus and what He has done for us
love the tath of God and will stand for it vnti] our earthly life is ower.

Tom Walker iz President of Foothilis Bapiist Bikie College and Pastor gf Zion Hiil
Baprizt Church in Martonr, NC.

&
USED
APPLIANCES
cm:lﬂmnmuﬂ,mﬁnhm.-
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» We repair Monitor Heaters!

Cash It, Don't Trash It! We Detiven!|
We buy your used appliances! + Washers
* Diryers
149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC + Riovria
828-766-9005 * (Cell) 828-766-9389 + Refrigerators

* Hazardous Tree
Remouval

= View Clearing

* Pruning

= Chipper Service

* Bucket Truck Service

Certfied Arborist * Insured * Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years
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Adelgid Control
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!
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Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
._recycling for a cleaner community
(P}-J

%@ and a greener environment. %

&')
Ask about our ongoing recyeing program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

SOFT ICE CREAM

Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

Kid’s Corner

How Can Something So Ugly,
Be So Beautiful?

By Christy Lowman
Burke Cowmgy

A fer davs ago, we experienced asmonomical amounts
of rain. This causzed the creek that wraps around the famm to
overflow its banks, washing away all the fences. In one place
a 15-foot bank collapsed from all the run-off water coming
down the hill When this fell, it teok down trees which pushed 3 feet of rocks and
=and on top of the existing fence we had at the comer of the property.
My brother szid, “Tt looks like (rodzilla has come throngh hers and tore every-

b

It dll'nd'ptrul!.rlmk like a completely different place. It's amazing what a lot of wa-
ter can do. Mo wonder the Grand Canyon was made when God flooded the earth
during Moah's time!

Wy father has thirty-four cows at the farm. Mow, thirty-three because one nmst
have got swept away durmg the fleod. These cows love 1o set out and explore.
When the fence is gone, they enjoy gefting out.

After the fiood, my brother and my family spent many hours over there putting
up new fences,

Om the first day, when we saw al] the destrection I zof frustrated. Nothing had
zone right all day. I was siressed and overwhelmed MMy bazement had water in it
back horme snd our ceiling had leaked. just to name 3 few things. T needed some
sood news mstead of more bad news_ I started feeling somy for mysslf, asking,
“Why does everything go wrong for me. Why can’t soomething ever go right™

Wy hasband and brother went off to observe the rest of the damage My kids
and I stayed back. While I was waiting, I decided to take pictures of the things
around me. Some of the pictures I plan to use in my npooming middle-grads
povel. I also ook some pichures that I thonght would make beautiful cards. One
of the pichares I took was of a spiny, prickly milk thistle plant. The plant ftself is
ugly, but it has the most beanafiol purple Hoaer
when it blooms.

I started thinking abowt this a Litfle deeper.
When we sin, it makes us nghy inside and out.
Sometimes we put up barriers to separate us from
God. Tost like the milk thistle has prickles on its
leaves and stern so the cows won't est them

are sommy o God for our sins.  Sometimes, we like
what we are doing wrong so we step farther away
from God, aod continue to sin. Jost like the cows
can’t towch the milk thistle plant, sin separates ns
from God. He can’t reach ns il we repent.

Bt we need God, we can't live our life cor-
rectly without Him. Evenmually, we will remember
this and will want to come back to Him When we
are tmby somry and ask God for forgiveness, God |
forgives us wholeheartedly. He never thinks abont
what we did wrong azain. He accepts us with atms |2
wide open. The sin is completely wiped away. We
are clean and beantiful We want to be close to our
Heavenly Father again afier we ask for forgive-
ness.

It was at that point I realized how mmch we
tuly are like the milk thistle. When we ask God
info our heant and ask Him to forgive us of our
zins, He makes ns beautiful just like He turns the
spiny, ugly milk thistle plant mto one of the most
beautiful purple Howers there k. Sin makes us
ugzly, but God makes us beauatiful.

DeuLmﬂ.mmaJlm&Thmkjmuﬁ:{mpmgmywughmm
we ask for forgiveness, instead of holding our sms over our head Thank yoa
for accepting us with arms wide open when we comne back to vou afier we have
sinned. Thaok vou for making us beautiful when we are sorry for our sins, just
like the beautifol puople flower of the milk thistle. Help us to realize when we sin
S0 WE Can 53y we're 300y, And help ns forgive others when they tweat us badly. In
Jesus's pame I pray, AMEN.

“Ifwe confless our sinz, He i frithfd and just fo foreive ws our sins and o
cliranse wr fhom all urighteouwsness. ™ (1 Tobn 1:9)

"Ragpant thergfore and be comneerted, that your sing may be blosted out. 5o that
nimas gf rgfrezhing may come from the presence gf the Lord ™ (Acts 32100

Christy Lowman iz g Chrisfian author and Slustrator that ives in the foothalls of
the Blue Ridge Mountain: with ker hushand and neo children. She anjoys writing
and iihsirating books for all ages. Soma qf her short stories are published with
Cuidepasts and HCY. Christy gives all the glory fo God i everyrhing she does. 4
pornon of every book soid from the Small Bible Characrar Series will be dovared
fo batrle human frgfficking. [fvou enjoy her books, “like" her author page on
Facebook and lef har know! You can buy her books at hiips-/Aewuw. amazon.comis!
ref=dp_fyiine_sr_book_I ie=UTFi&feid-author=Christy+Lowman &search-ali
as =books &exi=Christy+Lowmandesori=relevancerank

JYou can reach her af Rifjps. S facebook comyauthor ChrishyLovwman’ or chris-
Dssoapsiayahoo.cont.

Hhen they now shoot fordh, ye see and mow of your own selvey dhad snmmer is
now migh af band. Luke 2030
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Laundry List
By Jim Huskins
AMcDowell County

“Burwe are all like an weclean thing, and all
af our righteensnesres are like fithy rags ™ (Isa-
iah §4:6). I am often told that thes verse means
that oo Christian can do anything that God finds
pleszing. Supposedly the deeds of even committed disciples are like “mrash’™ in the
sight of God I challenge the universal application of this verse.

Izatah’s comment must be understood in reference to a specific andience: apos-
fate Jerusalem before the Babylonian capovity. He was pointing out the wreiched
state to which the covenant people had sunk. They had come cut of Egypt thronzh
the Fed Ses and had been piven the Torab—Goed's instructions for livinz—at
Moot Siai, bt the children of Zion were now worshipping false Gods. “They
are Turned back and nmerly put o shame, who trust in carved idols, who sav
o metal images, “Yon are our gods™ (Tzaiah 42:17). “How the finithfld city has
become a whore, she who waz full of justice Righteonmess lodged in her, b
mow mrderars ™ (Isaizh 1:21) "For the look on their foces bears witmess against
them; they procilaim their sin ltke Sodom; they do not kide it Woe fo them for they
have broughs avil on themsehes ™ (Isaiah 3079

Amarinaly this spostate people kad an ilhicion of rightesusness. Some of them
professed to be “holier than thow™ even while buming incense oa strange altars
(Isaiah §5:3-5). God did not esteem their self-righteminess. He considered it pol-
hition. He came o kate the Sabbaths and feasts that He had ordzined (Isaish 1:13,
14). The house of Jacob's apostasy had rendered its best acts of relizion unclean.

In this context, the prophet broke into hyperbole by calling this imagined good-
ness “flthy rags.” His rebuke and call to repentance were delivered with the force
of a thumderbolt. This is the way the text should be read.
mchndes himealf in the rebuke: “all our righteons acts.” Femember the context of
Israel’s corporate gult Issiah numbered himsslf samong the covenant people. They
had fallen into pross sing but cermainty not everyone in fodsh weas moilty. When the
prophst refers fo “oor rizhieows acts" e is speaking of the nation a5 2 whole. This
is consistent with the Hebrew Scriptures. Daniel, though godly, confessed the sins
of Israel as if he were the transgressor (Daniel 9:3-117.

The mizspplication of I=aiah 648 is nsed to disparage good works, bt it is
impossible to think of rdghiteows acts as something flthy and yet essential, How
could filth be desirable? How will Christ judze the saints “according o their
works" (Matthew 16:27) if He esteems all works

If our best actions are frash in God’s sight, then the book nﬂamﬁbacm
uninrelligible. The suthor would be saying that “faith withour filthy rags is dead ™
That “a mam is justafied by filihy rags and not by faith onby.™ “T will show yoo my
faith throngh my filthy rags." “By filthy rags, faith is made complete ™ Christians
wonld be enjomed to “star wp love and flthy rags.™ Paal would be encouraging
younz men to be Yz mndel of filthy rags.™ (Titus 2:7) Jesus would be teaching:
"Blezzad are thoze who hunger and thirst qfter ity rags ™ This absurdity perme-
ates Scripmore if Tsziah &6 is applied to all people everywhers.

The Bible teaches that acts of virmme mnd zoodness are pleasing to God. He does
not view them as filthy unless they are done with false mtentions (Marthew &)
God was pleased with Corpelius” ahms even before he was comverted (Acts 10:4).
This alome should negate the popular application of Isaish &4:6.

Izaiah 645 says. “Tou (God) meer ki whe joyiully works righteousness, those
who remamber vou in yeur ways. ” Gemnine works of rizhteonsness are valuable;
Grod meets ws when we walk in thermn. Are we told the opposite one versa later?

Tesus taught that God will reward even small works snch as giving a child a
cup of water (Matthew 10:42). The Son of God comreands ws to let our good
deads “shine bafore men ™ that they might zlorify the Father (Matthew 5:16). Panl
writes that we are “created in Christ Jesus unie good works ™ (Ephesians 2:10)
Panl urges the saints to “waik worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, baing fruit-
Jul tn every pood wark” (Colossians 1:10). Pleasing God is connected to righteons
works. They are not flthy rags. They are 3 delight to God.

Crur wiorks are mmperfect, but Scripture affirms that God smiles wpon rightecus
acts. Mo one will be saved withouwt them. Tobm 5:29 says that the resurmection umbo
liffie iz for those who have “done mood. ™ God redesmed us to make us “His own
special people, zealons for geod works™ (Tims 2:14). The entre scheme of re-
dempfion has as a forus good works and a glorons reswrrection to those who have
walked in them for Christ’s sake.

Good deeds do not put God m our debt. We canmot merit sabvation by balancing
our warks with our sins. Salvation and forgiveness lie in our covenant status with
God thromgh Christ. But the imitanon of our Lord—uwhich inclodes works (Acts
10:38}—is zn oblization of the covenant It is also a privilege and a joy.

God does not view our righteons acts as flthy rags. He sees them as costly ap-
parel puochased with the blood of Christ

For a better trestment of this topic, see “Filthy Fags™ by Steve Jones at tmuthac-

Com

Cbedient Heart Fellowship believes that the entire Bible is tmoe and relevant
We accept salvation by grace throngh faith in Jesus, and we amempe to love and
serve Him by keeping his commandments. We meet each Sabbath—Seventh
Diay—art Abba’s House, 72 South Main Street n Marion. 10:00 4 B 823-460-
7913

Jim & Beverly Husking ane membars af Obedrent Hearr Followship.

Now the God of hope Il you with all joy and peece in believing, that ye may
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. Romans 15213

COME HOME
By Joyece (Joy) Harwood Baldwin
Madzon Couniy

I'd wandered far away from home
No reasen could I jfind

No congfort for miy weary soul
No hope, no peace of mind

When I heard a distanr call
“Son make your way back home
Yonrur Father wants you near His side

My child why do you roam.

The bread is warm and filling
Sweat wine refreslang and goad™
As I meared the old home place
In the doorway my mother stiood.

“The family awaity fo greet you
With blessings eternally
Coal rivers af awezome Beauny
Rest under the lovely green free ™

The sounds af joy and laughter
Way music o my sars
Grear love way overfiowing
As I entered, He wiped my fears.

Jay iz a resident gf Madizon County, where she now Ifves with har Fusband,
Dymny Joe Baidwin, She iz curmently a member of Mt Zion Baprist church in
Marzhall, NC. Az a previous membar, she calls Farks gf Ry Missionary Baptist
Church in Waaverville, “home away from home ™. She is currently singimg with the
azpel Group “Jonahk Poice" ouf of Mars Hill, NC. Her [ates? song " Homecam-
ing ™ will soon be heand by many:
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Evergreen Church

The Strength of a Nation
By John McCoury
Hoan Mowriain Tenmassee

The Strength of a Mation is one of the reasons I fee] God's
providence. My conviction is that God has biessed us with
freedomm and prosperity for 3 purpoese. I share the conviction
of Charles Haddon Spurgecn who said in 1884, T assur-
edly belisve that England has been raised ap as 3 nation and

brought to her present umique position that she may be a
means of spreading the zospel thronghout the nations of the earth. Where then is
our nation's sirength? First, the strength of the nation is in the bome. The sirength
of a natiom is found in the character of its people. But where is character shaped
and formed? It is formed in the home! S0, uldmately, the sirength of the nadon is
in the home. Second, the siength of the nation is found i the spirit of its people
who are to love and serve and Kesp the land, Whatever makes 3 person 2 good
Christian pught also to make im a good citizen. It shonld meke him patmiotc.
The scriptures =av, " Honor all men, love the brotherhood, fear rod, and honor the
king™ (1 Pet. 2:17). As Christians, we are to indectrinate m ourselves and our chal-
dren 3 love for, and loyalty to all that 1= great and good o our country®s heritage. a
profonund admiration for its men of virtee, and 2 responcibility to see that the na-
fiom is kept sirong and free. Onar goal as Christian pattiots is 1o work and pray that
all persons may be govemed by God and not naled by tyrants. Third, the strength
of the nation is found in our faith, Ultimately, the strength of our naton is found
in ifs biblical heritage This is not to say that all our founding fathers were Chris-
fians, or that they always lived by the teachings of the Bible. But it is to say they
believed in God and established our nation on principles that come fom scophure.
Bead the documents of our nation. Lizsten to our pledze of allemiance to the flag.
Look at the inscriptions on our money and you will be reminded of our religious
heritage. We often forget that, in declanng mdependence from an earthly power,
our forefathers made a forthright declaration of dependence npon Almighty God
The closing words of this decument solemnby declare: With firm reliance on the
protection of Divine Providence, we mrmeslly pledze fo each other our lives, our
fornumes, and our sacred bonor. "In the summmer of 1787 representatives met in
Philadelphia to write the constitution of the United States. After they had smmgz-
gled for several wesks and had made little or no progress, eighfy-one-year-old
Benjamin Franklin rose and addressed the troubled and disagresing convention,
that was about to adjoum in confusion. He begins by saying "In the beginning of
the contest with Britam, when we were sensible of danger, we had daily pravers
in this room for Divine Protection. Our prayvers, sir, were heard and they were
graciously apswered. "The very purpose of the Pilgrims coming o America in
1420 was to establish 3 povernment based on the Bible. The MayfAower Compact
begins with the words, "In ye name of God Amen "Cur founding fathers labored
nnder the conwiction that they were berinning something new, something unique
and that it was being done under the watchful eye of God. It is thar faith that
makes ns strong and it is that faith that will keep us strong. The nation and people
can survive if we Eeep Praying for our families, our nation and a place to pray.

Jokn MeCoury iz pastor gf Evargreen church in Roan Mowstain, Tennessae and
aizo chapiam at Roan Highiands Nursing Canter

[ =

Principles for Daily Practice

Impacting Culture for Eternity

By Dian Curollo
Burke Counfy

As we celebrate another vear of our nation's history this
mepnth we rejoice in the freedom with which we have been
blessed as citizens of this zreat nafion. Char hearts are filled
with thanks to the manwy who have sacrificed and continne to
sacrifice so much in order to preserve the freedom we have
in America. As citizens of this land_ ane have the respon-
sibility to maintain the fresdom for which so mamy have
sacrificed. W dare not take it for granted or be indifferent regarding it, for such
aromdes will mevitably lead to the loss of freedom

Bur as a Christian, mry heart is burdened grestly over the spirimeal state of
America. The news is filled with violence each and every day. Each day seems to
be filled with senseless acts of violence and crime. This nation that once valued
the teschings of the Word of God no longer regards God's mstruction 2= binding,
As 3 whole, America is 3 nation that has rejected God and His Word.

In such a society, it is vital that believers commit to the truths of God's Word in
order to make the impact God desires. Believers have the responsibility to folloar
certain clear teachings of the Word of God:

1. Believers mmmst pray for their leaders. Paul instructed Tirmaothy, “F exchort
thargfore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving gf
thenks, be made for all men; 2 For kirgs, and for all that are in authorily, that we
ey lead a quiet and peaceable Iife in all podimess and kowezly™ (1 Timothy 1:1-
2). We have the responsibility as believers to continnally pray for our leaders.

2. Beliewers mmist submit to governmental suthority. Fegardless of one’s
political preference, we have the responsibility to submit to all awthority God has
placed over us. Fomans 13:1-2 teaches, “Let every soul be subject unio the higher
powers. For there s no power but of God: the powers thar be are ordaimed of
rod. 2 Whosoever, thergfore, resisteth the power, resizteth the ordinance of God:
and they that resisi thall receive fo themselves dammation.™ It 1s vital that we sub-
it to thedr sathority unless it cawses us to violste a clear cormmend of Scriphars
(Acts 5:29).

3. Beliewers mmust strive to live disonct lives. Withowt a doubt, our society is
becoming increasingly comupt. As soCiety confinues to fum its back on God, s0-
ciety will contimee to gef darker and darker with each suwccessive peneration. It is
time that Fod’s people muly embrace the importance of living a holy and therefore
distinct lifs in the midst of owur society. Matthew 5:146 teaches, “Larf vour light 5o
shine before man, that thay may ree your good works, and glorify yvour Faiher
which iz in heaven. " Our light as belisvers should continme to shine brghter as
sociefy peis darker

As believers iving in this great nafion, ket’s resolve to put these few principles
into our daily practice. Onby then will God tuly be honored by those professing to
name Him as their Savier Lets do our part to tom the Sde for God.

Pastor Dan Quralle iz pastor Morganton Bapiist Chunch., Check uz our on our
website wwwmorsanionbaprztner or find ws on Facebook and YouThbe.,

.
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Reflections on the Gospel of John
By: Dr. Ken Day, Bible Teacher
Mz Dowell County

The Gospel of Szint Tobmn is one of the most beloved books
of the Bible. My belief is that if God were to write 3 sole book
referencing the MMessiah this would be the ideal one. Prior m
oy comversion on the fourth of Fuly im 1985, T had partaken im
the reading of a Gideon Mew Testament Bible This reading
was acoompanisd by a Booklet of Foln poblished by The Billy Gralarm Evan-
zelistic Association Theze publications were instrumental in my surrendsring
o Christ. Excitement filled myy sonl while reading The Gospel of John and the
experience was quite moving This (Gospel spoke to me in 2 remarkable way,
especially with the walk of lifs [ was in at that ime. kfy perusal of The Gospel of
Tohn ignited an imeeasing love for the book, and for that I am forever grateful.

The ook of Toha tells us sbout Jesns coming in the form of man to reveal God
the Father to mankind This symbolic moment gives us the kevs to abundant life
bere on Earth {Folm 10210}, and eternal life with God the Father (Joho 20:31). It
shows us the pathoray (Joho 10-9) and enmoy point, for those whom are called 1o
sesak their mesnimpefil purpose in this world and bevond. This marvelows book can
be read perpetually, as it is filled to the brim with good news for the believer seak-
g the renewal of life. This being said, let us now reason together. i the viewing
of the introduction of Fohn
John 1:1-5 King James Version (ETV)

I In the begirming was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Ford was
God.

2 The same was in the begtrming with God

3 AQl thumes ware made by him; and without iim was not argyrhing made that was
.

4 In Fime was [ife; and the Ijfe waz the light gf men.

3 And the lighs shinath in darfness,; and the darfmness comprehanded it not.

Meditation on these scripiures, has bronght about the question of wheo is
speskimg and whom is the speaking in reference to. Certaimly, we know John
the Apostle, the one who Fesns loved (John 13:23) is the writer. The Holy Spinit
smpernaharally mspired each and every word in the freasured Gospel (2 Timothy
3: 16-1T). The one in which he is spesking o in a referential manmer, be calls The
Word. The Word simply is the second person of God's Holy Trnity, Jesus. This
Word came about in the beginning and made everything. He is God himself. God
is telling us, aleng with the entirety of the world, that Jesus was with God oo
the start, and thar Tesus was the creator of all things. The Word is The Word of
God; He is Lord, and Jehowvah which is the holiest of names. Let it be put smmply
that be is the Personal Word. God whom was born of a virgin, descended to Earth
with the purpose to empty himself outward i the form of man (Tzaiah 7-14, Phil-

liptans 2: 6-T)

Why did the Personal Word, God himself come into the world? Verse 3 tells us
that his purpose for coming is becanse he is life. What is this life that The Word
wishes o reveal to us? God is telling ws thar he is the crestor of all life in the
universe, and that the very life we are privileged 1o live is because of him He is
our crestor and provider. His very essence is lifs in this world, and the next world
afier death.

How do we know that the previous statement is truthifinl? Verss 4 reveals to us
the key to know this life, and whether be i= who fobn the writer says be i=. Tobn
calls him the light of men: 3 light that outshines any darkness. To those who are
reading this article and reading these presented scrptures; God's word declares to
you, that The Word shines through any darkness present m your heart to allow you
the vision of who The Word taky is.

Drarkmess is consumned with all evil and ywmgodly things in which the world pos-
seszes. This darkmess displays a sttonghold on all whom are enthralled with their
evil deeds and refiise to come to this boly Light. Jobn 3:19 states “dnd tis iz foe
condemmarion, that light hat come info the world, and men loved the dariness
rather than the light, because thetr deeds were ewil ™ Ay friends, may the vision
be clear to you today as it was for me_ I lived a life filled with darkness until Tuby
4ih 1995, perhaps some of yon are unknowingly doing the came today. Evil deeds
wers s enjoyment n nry previons life, and the thonght of God examining my life
was quite 8 deterring factor prior o my conversion. Thanks be to God that one
day, I came 1o the light and did not look back. The bible says in 1 John 5:11, “dnd
thiz iz the record thar God hath given fo uz sternal [ife, and this Ijfe iz in iz son™.

Push aside smy wiormies you might possess my friends and ask yourself if you
have allowed God to examine your life. I would find it remarkable that all viewers
of this meditation have allowed The Word to examine their life, and completely
allow the light of Jesus ' revelation to overpower the darkness. If you are a disciple
of Jesws, give thanks to God for the day of your salvation. If mot, allow God to
shine his marvelous light on any darkness in your life, Mow is the dav of vour
salvation. One mizht find themselves asking, “What mmst [ do to receive tas life
that has been spoken of ™. The answer iz found m Jobm 8:12 that shares with ns
T am the [ight af the world, ke that followeth ma shall not walk in darkness, but
shall hene the Tight gff iife . Simply pray to God that yon want the hight of Feans
1o penetrate your life to obtam the key to etemal life. Ack God to help vou mrm
from wour lifestyle of darkness and believe in Fesus for your salvaton. If you have
prayed this prayver, [ wonld love to know about the change of your etemal destiny.
You can email me at Eenneth Day fb. /@ gmsil.com

Ean Dy 3 an Apency Manager with Farm Bureau Insurance in MeDowell
Coungy, and an Elder at Fictory Church in Morganion.

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is vet tender, and
puiteth forth leaves, ye know that summer iv migh: Mabthew 24:32
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Following Instructions
By Diavid Fohn Valls IT
Mitchail Couny

Have vou ever med puiting soomething together without
following mstmctions? Af some point, most of us probably
have, and it usually never works. Sometimes mstmactions B
they are not followed, we will hkeve a moch harder time
{rying to sccomplish putring am irem rozether smuctions ‘i
are provided for our benedit so teart all the parts 2o together n
eactly night. In the same way, God hes provided us with
an instruchion mames] for our lives His mspired Wiord, The Holy Bible! If we want fo
zee Al the part and pieces of our spirthaal nves fit toeether properly, WE ABSOLTITE-
LY MUST FOLLOW (GDIFS perfect metmctions for our ves. His stmctions show s
whers He wants us to be and where we need tobe Tersanigh 3911 ways "For J kuow the
thowgis Iifink fowards you, saith the Lowd, thoughts gf peace, and not gf evdl, fo gne
Yo am expeciad and.

God knowys His plan for our bives, snd following His mstmoctions. susrantess our sac-
cess. Yes, we will still have frials and mibulations, at God will be an ever-present help
also prepare ws for etermity (the expected end that Feremyiah spoke of). Are you follow-
ing God's mvsooctons for vour Bfe? The mstmctions tat will get you to "the expected
end™ {(rod’s Word i5 the reatest instruction mamua] that has ever existed. 2 Timodhry
3:16-17 teaches us that "All soipame i ghve by tupiration of God, and = progfiiable
Jbr doctring, for reprogf_for correction mid for mestruction n righfeousnaess, that the
e gf God may be perfect, thoroughil) lemished weto all poad works. " (God has given
15 perfect mstmctons teat will work according o His plan for our lves. W may not
always imderstand the outcoms, ut we nnast have faith in Him snd His plans for our
Inves. The Bible tells us fo wust i the Lord with ]l our hesnt and lesn not nnooe thine
own mderstanding.

e are not pat oo this earth to filfill UF. desives, bur rather to fulfill God's higher
parpose inoor lies. We are 1o be a vessel thar with the touch of our Baster's hand we
can be maolded mto exactlhy what God desires us to ke, Chr nstural desire &5 to please
our fiesh. The Bible instrocts us fo walk i the spirit and yon shell ot fiulfill the ust of
the flesh It is with the belp of the Hoby Spirit that dwells in the beart of every believer
that we can become what God wounld have us o be by following his divine mstruction.
Az the Bible tells us, the prophecy cames not in old tme nor by the wall of man_ bt boby
men of God spoke as they were moved by the Haly Ghost.

Letus slways remember how irparesnt it &= to followr God's mstroctions i oor ves!

Iyniid Falls attends Middle District Fraewill Baptizt Church in Buladeanarnd has
beew the adulf class Sunday school teacher for the past 13 years.

Prefabulous

Say It Ain't So
By Mike Simoud
Burke County

Have you ever heard someone talk sbowt someone else?
Say it ain't s0. Our ears tend to perk up like the hair on a
dog's back when we bear something we don't know about
someone else. I have been watching a kot of the Dian Father
interviews of famous people we all knoar. It is funny be-
canse I abarays have preconceived ideas of who that person is
baszad on what I have hesrd in the past and on the news beadlines. Afrer watching
the mterviews, I slmost always say, those people are okay, and not what I thought
of them I never walked in their shoes, and I don't even know them. We think we
do, theugh, by what others say about them.

I have foumd that this is not 2 good way to understand or reach people for the
zZospel Anyiime somecne tells me gbont another person and what they have
done o them or someone else, my view is abways slanted abour them. In a lot of
cases, this view is jost flat out wrong. Ii's like Proverbs 18:17 says, the first man
seems right until he is guestioned by another I have learned just to accept people
where they are. I'm pot saying ignore the truth about someons’s actions, or let
it be knowm for the consequences. But, as 8 Christian T like to give it 2 one-pn-
one, up-front and owt-front view before I spear. It zavs in 2 Timothy 4:3, that we
have “itchy ears™. There is nothing like sossip and hearsay. This is 3 dangerons
place to be as a Christian. We shonld be guick to hear bat slow to spesk. “Owr
fonsue...i set an fire of hall” says James 3:6. The tongue causes 3 lot of hanm
o people, and a kot of the times, those are innocent people. Once you kave said
something sbowt someone, it scars them Those comments are pever removed;
they are maybe forgiven tat not forgotten.

So, be the person that always uplifts others, never tears down, encouragzes
with your words, and always ailds up. We should always be wise as a serpent
and gentle as a dowe. I like to use the old Fail Foad crossing statement, wihich T
ignored one e when I was a young driver, and it almost cost me my life: Stop,
Look, and Tisten . and then proceed.

Mk Strowd 1z a member af Sumard Commmmity Church in Burke Coufy amd imaoived
In g miriTiry femm.

The LORD [is] my sremngth and my shield; my heart srusied in him, amd T am
helped: thergfore my heart greatly rejoicettl; and with my song will I praise
kim. Pralwmy 28:7
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Walls Called Salvation
By Carcn Cline
Burke County

In the ancient world walls were necessary for the protec-
tion of A city. Watchmen were placed upon those walls to
warmn the mhahitants of spproaching enemies. The sounding
of the tmumpet provided adequate time for the men to anm
themselves for battle. It was imperative that a city never be
caught unaware of impending danger. There is an mierest-
ing verse of Scophure in Isaizh §0:18 conceming the funhare
of the city of Jerusalem. Isaiah wamed the inhabitants of Israel of the comimg
udzment of God as a result of their disobedience to His Law, partioalarly their
imvolverment in idolamy. However, in the midst of such dire warnings, the Holy
Spirit inspired a message of hope to the people for the fmare of God's holy city.
Izmizh G0-18 says, ‘Flolence shall no more be heand i your land, devaztaiion or
destruction within your borders; vou shall call your walls Sahvation, and vour
Eater Praize

The Hebrew word that is translated “ealvaton’ is “yecha’ and means “deliver-
ance; prosperity; liberty”.

Basically, God promnised that at some point in the fiture, His people would not
be protected by walls of stone or brick bat by His salvation. Temporal materials
would oo longer be necessary.

Tsaizh §1:1-11 provides an even clearer picture of the One Who was to come as
the provider of these futare promises. A deliverer would anise and brng good news
o the peor, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captives. An-
cient moims wionld be built up; former devastations would be raized up; the wealth
of other nations would come and instead of shame. there wonld be a douhbls porton

- deliveranre; prosperity; Hbery.

Fast forward approximately 700 years to the birth of Tesns Christ. The angel Ga-
briel annomeed the birth of Jesus to bary in Luke 1:30. “Da not be gffraid Mary,
Joryou have fornd fovor with God. And bekold, you will conceive i your womb
ard bear a Sow, and you shall call Hiz Name Janus ™. Matthew records the words of
the anzel of the Lord to Joseph in chapter 1 verse 21. “She (Mary) will bear a San,
and you shall call Hiz namee Jezus, for He will save His people from their sins ™.

The name Jesus comes from the Hebrew name “Yeshna' and means “to deliver;
o rescue’. The name Jesus is the Greek fonm of the name JToshna, which means
"God is our sabvation’. The picture becomes even clearer as we read Marthew 1:23
whirh quotes the prophet Izsish- *' ‘Behold, the virgin shall concene and bear a
Som, and they shall call Hix name fmanne!” (wihoch mesns. God with ns)

God has come to be with us, in the form of 2 man  Fesns. He has come to deliver
and to rescue fallen mmamnity by providing sabeation by grace through faith.

The debt of sin has besn paid through the sacrifice of Tesus on the cross. The of-
far of forgiveness for sin still stands svailable to aoyope who will confess their sin,
turm from that sin and conumit themsabees to the Tord JTesus Christ.

Tesns (God) is our salvation. He is our perscaal wall of protection and no weap-
oa formed against the baloved of the Lord shall prosper. Bt there is yet another
imcredible zift from the Father of our Salvation. The resurrection and ascension of
Jesns releazed the Holy Spint to permanently indwell every child of God. Fesus
sa1d that whoever believed in Him ot of their innermast being would Sow mvers
of ving water, symbolic of the Holy Spint. This living water pours forth from the
gates of our lips as a praise to our God fior His grest mercy and grace toward ws.
O praise should echo the suthor of Bsalm 1441, “Praise the Lord! Praize the
Lord, O my soul! Twill praize the Lord as long az I ilve; Twill zing praises fo my
Grod whale I herve my batmg . Stamd firm, child qf God, a5 mone than a conguerar
Your zahvaiion is impeneirable and your praise continual!

Caron CTime iz a follower of Jesus Christ who loves to teach the word of God.
Har desire is to see avary believer growing in the grace and Enowledge of the
Lord,

Sharing Your Faith On Vacation
By Rev. John B. Sorensen

Lat’s face it. We all need a break and summer vacations
&re 3 Frsat time to escaps from the daily prind and get some
much-neaded rest But when you leave, don’t leave one of
the most important things behind — shanngz your faith in
Jazus Christ.

Vacations are 3 great opporiamty to mest many different
people af places like hotels, restaurants, and theme parks. Each person we meet
is an opporiunity to share our faith. So, while you are planning one last get-away
before the sununer ends, be sure to include 3 plan to share the Good Mews you
have found with someone else.

1. Imvite Czod to join yoo.

Before you leave, pray together as a family that God will use you on this mip.
Then pray daily on your tmip for the people that you meet. God purposeflly
brings people across our path who need to bear that they can have hope in Jesus
Christ. But the tmuth 1=, we walk past many of these divine sppomiments every
day without ever realizing they are there. Prayer reminds us to pay atention and
look for those opporimities.

2. Pack some exira resources.

Be sure fo take Gospel tracts, copies of the Gospel of John, and a couple kids”
evangelism cubes with vou when you mavel. Leave macts for hotel clesn-up crews
or for a wartress ar a restanrant along with & geperous tp. You mever know wio
vou might meet along the way who is warting to hear abont the Gospel.

3. Begin 4 comversation.

People ate more penerally relaxed and willing to engage in conversation when
they are on vacation than they might be n everyday life. Smike np a comversa-
tion with others who are on vacation. Share your personsl story. Ask locals for
information about Sunday services in the area. Talk to the people who are seTving
you at hiotels and restaurants. A Gospel conversation can tike place amywhere at
amytime.

4. Be prepared.

Leam how to explain the Gospel in a simple manner before you leave There
are many Gospel presentations that are easy to leam. At EE. we teach one that
uzes the five fingers of vour hand — something vou will always have with vou,
even on vacation But regardless of which one yon learn, nse it. Share it with oth-
ers. But don’t be canght unprepared.

Enjoy your get-away but take the Gospel with you on this vesr’s summer vacs-
ton. Somepne you mest might be searching for the eternal peace that only Jesus
Chrst can provide. And you might be the person to share that Good Mews with
them.

Rev John B. Sorensen, DD, is the Prasident/CEQ af Evangelizm Explosion Tntar-
nafional, keadguartered in Arden, N.C. EE has been a leader in equipping Chriz-
fians fo share thetr finth for more than 50 yvears. For more fheg fips and resources,
visit evanpelismerposion. org.

PAPPY'S

GUNSMITHIN' & BACKWOODS LIVIN’

Junst Suimrwirviim® ﬂﬂﬂﬂgﬂ Wm

Dhsabled Veteran
Owned and Operated

Enjoy the Great Qutdoors!
We Are Your Hiking Headgquarters!

* Cookware and Utensils

* Freeze Dried Trail Food

» Backpack and Camping Stoves

* Dutch Ovens and Accessories

» We Support Scout Troops with a
20% Discount

613 West US Hwy 19E Evpass » Burnsville, NC 28714
{ICross ,I"L'.'Ir ID Banlk)

. —

MORE THAN
JUST A STOVE
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Tent Bevival at Peoples Church

2334 Fparing Creek Foad Wewland MC (B28) 460-3472
July 14 6:00 FM  Fuly 15-1% 7-00 P

Speakers: Moaday, Chris Mance

Toesday, Dustin Dellinger

Wednesday, Ken Staton

Thursday, Kazan Younz

Fridsy, Gerald Stmes

Burle Conuty

Burkemont Bapfist Church is cuorently seeking a minister of mmusic. Burke-
maont is located in Morganton, WC. The church bas two momumg worship services
a2t 8:30 am and 11:00 am. that are blended in worship style. The clnorch has an
orchesira and is acoustormed o praise and worship music as well as iraditionsl
hymns. We have a comprehensive music minisiry with nmitiple choirs (preschool,
children youfh'young adult and adult). We have 3 drama ministry that parmers
with the mnsic ministry and pamicipates in seasons] productions that sre ofien on
& lazpe scale. We are looking for 3 man of God with a haster’s Diegree from a
semminary of like faith and a man with a heart for ministry that poes beyond mere
talent. Please send resumes to Hame/@burkemontbaptist org.

Catawha River Baptist Association - World Chanpers will be coming to Mor-
ganton, WO, July 15-20, 2019, Hundreds of students from aronnd the country
will pamicipate in multpls mission projects around the zrea for families W need
This year a record number of shudents have signed up fo come to our area. We
are going to be needing charches to help feed the mission team’s lunch each day.
Churches will provide hinch for 8-14 people, four consecutive days at the teamn's
designated consmmction site. We will also need voluntesrs to help at the school
where the smdents will be housed. There are many ways to 2et mvelved. For
more infornmation or o volonteer call the CRBA office ar 828-437-0137.

2019 Waldensian Festival - Since 1974, on the second Saturday in Angmst,
Waldese hosts an annnal festival to celebrate the "Glonions Fetrn®” of the
Waldemzes from exile in Switzerland to their natve valleys in the Cottian Alps of
Italy in 1689, This celebration is mimored around the world by other Waldensian
commmumnities. The Town of Valdese confiones to improve the Waldensian Festval
each year and make it one of the best festivals in the state of MNorth Carolina.
The 2019 Waldensian Festival will concentrate on unique crafts, great food, and
top-quality entertaimment. To achieve this goal, the commities continnes to search
for wonderful artists, food vendors and entertainers from around the coumiry.
Choosing participants that will come together to make an unforgsttable festval
The 44th Annusl Waldensian Festival will be held on Angast 8 & 10, 2019,

2019 VENDOFR APPLICATIONS AVATL ARTE HOW!

Great Hope Seventh-day Adventist Church

“acstion Bible School — Fuly 22-26, 2012 6:00 — E:00 pm

Ages 5-12. The fum exciting theme is “Discovery Mountain™ and will incinde
Bible stories, singing. zames, crafis and snacks.

Located st 2007 Highway 70E, Morgaoton (Direxel, across from Foothills Thoft
Swore). Call Tody to preregister — 828-443-4752.

Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church Events- The Giving Heart Thrift
Shop is OPENM every Tuesday and Thursday from 10:00 am. - 5:00 p.m. Like
us on Facebook at (@thegivingheartthrifishop The Giving Heart Thrift Shop is a
minisity of the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Chuorch.

“espers m Israel Part 3 - Satordsy, Foby 13th | at §:30 pom | &t the Morganton
Seventh-day Adventist Church 2187 Jamestoam Fosd, Morganton, M.C. We
hope you will be able to join 25 Pastor Steve Bietr shares his experiences from his
recent mp to the Holy Land.

Silver Creek Advenfist School K-8 Registration Day - Mondsy, Foly 29th |
2125 Tamestown Foad, Morganton, W.C. Inferested in enrolling your child in
Chrstian education” We hope you and youor child will aftend and see everything
our school has to offer!

God"s Closet - Morganton Free Shop Diay! Sunday, Angwst 4th | from 2200 pm.

- 5:00 pm_ at the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church, 2187 Jamestorm
Foad, Morgantom, BC. There will be FREE clothes for children apss 0 - 18 years
old Mo documentstion reguired For more information wvisit onr website wm
morganfonsds org and Like us on Facebook (@odsClosethorzanton and (&
MorgantonSeventhday AdventstChurch

Town of Valdese Concert Scheduls

201% Season Limeuap:

July 5: Sontrwnind

July 12: Shake Diown Band

Tuly 19: The Tre Grass Band

Tuly 26: Tooy Bailey Band

August 2- Skaterink Fukebox

Aungnst O & 10: 44th Awmal Historic Valdese Waldensizn Festival
Fridsy Nizht Entertaimment - Cassette Fewind & Gump Fiction
Samrday Entermainment - (ary Lowder & Smokin' Hot

August 16: Carson Hill

August 23: To Be Annonnced

August 30 Concert Seriss Finale Celebration — Tim Clark Bamnd
MicDowell County

MNew Commmunity Ouireach - Benefits McDowell Families with Children
Teens for Christ B.EA . Closet
(Bzby Eguipment and Resmace Closet)

Beginninz Wednesday, Anznst 151, 2018 the youth group st Cross United Meth-
odist Clnrch located at 85 West Cross Smeet in Maton will lsumch 3 newr out-
reach ministry benefiting families with children The outreach will be open the Ist
znd 3rd Wednesdsys of the month 4:00 fo 630 pm_ and the Ind and 4th Wednes-
darys 9200 to 11:00 2 m_ For more mformation or if von are interested in vohmteer
opportunities call (228) E03-2790 or email TeensforChristBEAR closet@yahoo.

Com.

Clinchfield Baptist Church - Clinchfield Baptist Chnrch will be celebrating it's
104h bomecoming on Sunday, September 15th. We will be having a concent by
“The Taylor's"”, during our moming worship service beginning at 11:00 am. We
hope you can joim ns at 1150 East Court Street in Marion, WN.C.

First Baptist of Maron - The Children’s Commitiee is cresong a ibrary for the
children and families with the church and daycare. We are accepting donations of
new and gently used books for children of all apes and reading levels, as well as
resonrces fior parents. The donations will supplement the selaction of books cur-
rently on kand Plagse leave donations in the main office. Themk yow!!!

Vacation Bible School Fone 24-28, 2019 hMore mformation to come 300!
Vacation Bible School will be here soon. We need volunteers to help with crafis.
Eids will work on age appropriate craft projects all week long. Special art skills
are nof required for this position, See Christ or sign up oo the bulletn board if
interested .

Marions Independence Day Celebration — July 4th - The parade will bepin at
G100 pm. A special spot will be reserved at the begiiming of the parade for “Amy-
thing That Folls™ Skaters, bicycles and skateboards are welcome and are not
required fo prevegister. Grand Marshall will be McDowell County Veterans.
Littie Miss MeDowell Ava Bffler, will perfonm befors the strest danre.

The Foothills Conummity Band will perform at 5:00 PRI

The sireet dance with “Gotcha Groove™ will begim st 700 PR
Fireworks will be 2t %45 pm. Everyone is welcome. For more information, call
G52-2215.

Adth Annual Monntain Glory Fesbval

Mow Acocepting Craft Vendor Applicstons
Samorday, October 12, 2018, 9200 AM — 5:00 PRI
harion - Where Main Sweet Meets the Mountains

Vendor applications for Manion's largest craft festival are now being encepted.
For 36 years, beantifnl downtown Marion has hosted this popular celebration
on the Ind Sanodsy in October  This year make plans to be part of the Festival,
Samrday October 12th, 9-00 AM - 5:00 PR

Vizitors will be looking for orizinal handicrafts on Main Storest three main
blocks. Feamred will be 150 craft, food, pon-profit and sponsor booths of locally
made arts and crafis; festival foods and local wines mnd beers. Plus, twio stages
presenting Maron's finest musicians.

Diom't miss the smal Mountsin Glory Qailt Show mside the McDowell Ars
Comncil The quilt show is the gallery's feamred, October exhibit. The kids will
have fion in the "Children’s Arens" with hands-on actvites and local enterain-
ment.

Yion might even ses Bigfoot, Manon's Official Animal! The fastival 1s spon-
zored by the City of Manon. For festival information visit wanarmmgloryfest-
val com or call E2E-652-2215.

Mitchell Comnty

Bear Creek Baphist Church

%aczton Bible School — Theme is Fesns-The Guidine Light
Eick off Parade and Registration — Fuly 13th & 9:00 am
Bible School — Jaly 21st-Tuly 26th (§:00-8:30pm)

Grazy Creel: Bapfist Church - Grassy Creek Baptist Church will celebrate
Homecoming on Sunday, Angust 4th. Fev. Daniel Stewart of Bobbinsyills will be
the moest speaker and the Toe Eiver Drifters will be supplyine the music. Service
bagins at 10:30am (no Disciple Life classes) followed by a coverad dish dinner in
the Family Life Center Pastor Mathan Silver mwitss yon to poin us for this spacial
occasion. For more information call the chorch office ar 828-765-4620. GCBC iz
located sowuth of Sprace Pine on Highwaray 226 across fiom Parkway Fire Dieparn-
IET

Meighbors Feeding Meighbors Food Ministoy

Events:

Tuly 6, 2019 Community heal

Tuly 11, 2018 Pickup Food from 1:00-5:00 pm

Tuly 15, 2019 Open Market from 1:00-5:00 pm

Tuly 20, 2019 Commnnity Meal

Tuly 25, 2019 Pickup Food from 1:00 — 5:00 pm

Diprations Accepted: Food clothing firmiture, applisnces monstary, budlding

Grassy Cresl Golf Course — 5th Annnal Fundraiser Baptist Men's Golf Touma-

www. brenews. com
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et
Tuly &, 2019 — 830 Shotzun start - § 65 each person including lonch, Hole m one
— DEW Car

Celebrate Eecovery - This is 3 Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip
znd halp for men, women and families suffenng from addiction. Any questions
contact Josh Wise(m) 385-00461

There will be 3 mesting every Thursday might with someone there to talk to
men, women, and their famdlies. There is slso 8 Children’s program.

At Carmel Baptist Chorch - 195 Gouges Creek Boad - Spmce Pine, WC
Vacarion Bible School

July &th — 11th

6 pm — 2:30 pm nighsly

Family night July 12th Gpm

Theme: “In the Wild™ Amazng Enconnter With Fesuns!
Transportation is available if needed Call Chris st 467-2693

Alifchell Connty 4-H - Christmas in July (Spmice Pine Location} Diate: Tuly Sth
and 10 Time: Sam-Zpm; Ages: 9-13

Cost 5 22.00; Drop off location: Deyiton Elementary School

Nifiy Enitting and Crestive Crochetmg 101-Date: July 11th and 12 th; Time: 2:00-
12pm; Ages: 12-18, Cost 5 8.00 Drop off locatton: Sproce Pine Fire Deparment
Cloverbud Farmer for a Day- Drate: Foly 15th; Time: 9-3pm; Ages: 5-8; Cost § 10
each; Drop off location: Mitchell Cooperative Extension

Tunior Farmer for a Diay-Tuly 16th; Time: 8-3pm; Apes: B-18; Cost § 10 each;
Dirop off Locston: Michell Cooperative Extension

We-B-Grillin-Diata: Tuly 17-19th; Time: fam-dpm; Azes: 12-12; Cost § 65; Doop
off location: Mitchell Cooperstive Extension

4-H Eids at Chefs Camp- Diate: Foly 23rd-28th; Time: Sam-4pm everyday: Ages:
10-18; Cost § 75 each; Drop off location Bakersville Baptist Church

Christias in Fuly (Bakersville Location)-Tuly 29-30; Thoe: Sam-2pm: Ages:
2-13; Cost 5 22; Drop off location: Bakerswille Fire Diepartment

Mitchell 4-H Shooting Sports Workshop-Date:  Jaly 29-3 1st; Time: 9:00am-
3:00pm; Ages: 8-18; Cost 540 Drop off location: AMifchell Cooperative Exten-
sion

Mitchell Connty Chamber - For the last 60 years, Sproce Pine has welcomed
rock honmds and gem and mineral enfinisiasts to the beannfial Blue Bidze Moun-
txins!

This event has been a major part of the history of RMitchsll Coonty for the past
&0 years! Hundreds of thousands of people kave traveled to our conmnntty to
take part in this event.

The M Mineral and Gem Festival has an ower 51 million impact on our Iocal
bosinesses each year wiich is one of the main reasons we work so hard o make
this event a success each yesr

Bt events like this don't happen withont the support of our local businesses
md volmtesrs. As we make plans for the §0th year calebration we nesd our spon-
=00z even more! We hope yoo will consider joiming us this year 25 4 conummanity
parmer o belp ws meke this year's event something special Mo matter the level of
sponsorship, your support is very important! We hope you will click on the link
&t the bottom of the page to check out the sponsorshop kit and choose 3 leval of
support that fits your business!

SUPEER SATURDAYS! AT THE ORCHAED IS JULY
The Orchard at Altapass presents another month in a summer of Super Satur-
days! —heritage/rreative adventures for all kids 6-12 through Augnst from 10:30
to 11:30 am. Super Satardsys provide Appalachian-based activities that give
Tuly's linenp:
&: Manonal Park Service Banzer Program with Tina
13: Lesrn abont Water Quality with Whitney, Toe Cane Watershed
20: Mational Park Service Fanger Program (Tuly § class not required)
272 Creats Puppets with Sherry Lovett
Located st 1025 Orchard Foad pear Spruce Pime. nom 328 3 on the Blue Bidze
Parkwray, the Orchard is a not-for-prafit working orchard, mnsic, and educational
vemie. Hours are 10 am fo 5 pm., Wednesdsy-Sunday. Fanuly/ pet friendly.
Wheslchair sccessible. For information please wisit wanaaliapassorchard org or
call B28-765-9531.

Ta'¥a Village - We are snmoumcing the Opening of Ya'¥a Village Commercial
Share Kitchen!

We've realized there's 3 zap that needs to be filled between the prodoction of
local food and their consompion. That's why we started Ya¥a Villaze Conmer-
cial Shared Use Eitchen so that we conld provide a certified area at a reasonable
cost for locals mying to sell their products. This way we srive to help communyity
enreprensurs with their part-time business.

5o, if you have a product you want to markes and sall (like jams, jallies, baked
Eocds efc.) or if you peed a conmmercial kitchen for caterimg, baving a private Pop
Up dinner, hosting 3 class or whatever yon're imagining; we hope our Shared Usa
Eitchen can provide vou with a solution

Ciome wisit our space, get sn spplication and let us talk to see what is that vou
hsve in o'

We are also serving Lunch on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1200 po to 2:00
P

Sign up for 2019 Afrer Hours!

Business After Hours are beld to provide san oppormnity for Chamber members
o network while allowing the Member to sponsor a chapce fo address and'or
showcasa their facilides. Business Afier Hours are held monthly fo bi-imonthby,
znd penerally on a Toesdsy or Thorsdsy (umless other armanpements are mads).
The Member sponsor and the Chamber representative will coordinste the event.
Affter Hours beging at 4:30 pm. and ends at §:00 pm_ (onless other amranmaments
are made). Send your guestions and reserve your month by emailing Kelly at
kjonesamitchellcountychamber org.

hiay: Loafer's Glory Fafiing and Tubing, Bakerswille, WC

Tune: The Brian Centar

Tuly: KB's

August: Mirchall County Amimal Bescue

September: The Switzeriand Inn

Ociober-Movember: OFEN

We do not have After Hours in December

Sommer 2019 Worlzhops at Penland!

Swnmer 2019 workshop descriptions are hera!

A few fon facks:

* We're offening 103 workshops this summer.

* Scholarships are available for all 103 workshops!

* Begisiration opens January 15.

* Scholarship applications open Jaouary 1 and are doe by Febmary 15,

2019 Calendar of Evenis for Downiown Spruce Pine

4th of Tuly Celebration Tuly 4th, Diowmtown Sproce Pine
Movies in the Park Tuly 12th, Central Park

ovies in the Park Tuly 19th, Ceniral Park

EBED) & Blegrass Tuly 10th & 20th. Riverside Park
hovies in the Park Tuly 26th, Central Park {rain date)
Mineral & Gem Festval Aug 1-4ih Cross Sireet Building
Surmmer Concert August 2nd, Central Park

Summmer Concert September Tth Central Park

Walk A WMile Fundraizer Dciober (TBLDY), Cenmal Park

Fall Clesn TUp Ciciober-TED, Dowmiown Spruce Pins
Paotier’s hiarkst Dciober 13 &14ih, Cross Street Building
Merchant Trick or Treat Oictober 31st, Doamtowem Spruce Pinea

Small Busmess Satrday Mowvember 30th Downtown Spmce Pine
Eiwanis Christmas Parade Movember 30th, Downtown Spruce Pine
TRALC Smdio Tonr Diecember §-8th Mitchell & Yancey County

Farmers Market every Wednesday st Bank of America begimming in April
For more information about soy of these events, contact SEMS T65-3008

Toe River Arts - Tune Smdio Tour Applications

The Toe Fiver Ans Stadio Tour is perhaps the largest and the longest mmming
stmdio tour i the couniry; you will find crafispeople and antists in nearly every
medinm many tops in their field and seversl new-io-the-tour parmcipants.
FREE, and self-puded, this advenimre will lead you to some nnique places situ-
ated betwesan M Mitchell and Foan Mountam. Visttors fravel through valleys,
past stresms, across rvers, over hilltops, and expernence breathtaking monntain
vistas as they make their jourmey throush the Toe Biver Arts region Mest the ari-
ists, zee where they craate and where they live.

Toe Eiver Ants will sponsor a Mest-The-Artist reception at their Spmce Pine
location on Fridsy evening afier the tour closes for the dsy. A sampling of partici-
pants will be on display geosraphically so one can plan a route for the rest of their
Jonrmey.

For more information. plesse call 828.682.7215 or email.

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Couniry Breskfast, the first
Samrday each month, 7-30 — 1030 am. at the old Methodist Church, across from
Jerry®s Store. Come join us for bomemade sansage. scrambled eggs, gravy, jellies,
juice mnd coffes Eat m or take-out, all fimds support the Tipton Hill Commmmnity
Foundation

Yancey County

Higgin: United Methodist Chuarch - Calebrate Recovery will be lmmching on
Tome 5th — It will begin at 5:15 with food and fellowship, large sroup worship st
&:15 and open share small group at 7-30. This will be held at Higgins UhC—.
Fead-A-Child Yancey County

Higpins fills bags the second Tuesday of each month. We hawve been formmnate
1o have enough volunteers o Gll the bags o far. They are going to continne the
program this summer through the chorches i the connty that bave Wednezday
night meals. If you have oy guestons about Feed-A-Child they can be directed
to Bill & Mancy Watkins at E28-575-5367.

Homeroming Decoration at Sonth Exfatoe Bapfivi Chorch
Sunday Moming July 28 2t 10:00 am

Special Smgers — Beyond Measure

Preachine Sinsins Worshin Fellowshi

Everyone Welcome

Baptists on Mission - Mission teams are needed fo do Vacation Bible School,
Evangelisnc Oureach. and Constmaction projects in our parmer states of Alaska,

conied on page 45

warw. brenews com
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Grassy Creef
CLOTHING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502
www.grassycreekclothing.com

Mon-Sat 8:20am-5:30pm | 33";5;*:' m
u

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

The Freedom of My Name
By Marlens Houk
Burke Cownty

Crafarians 5:1 Stand fiast thergfore in the libarty wharaeith
Chrizst haih made us free. and be not entangled apain with the
Joke of bondage

Who are vou? Have you discovered the meaning of your
name? [ am convinced that my name is a5 impertant to God aod even more so
tham it is to me.

Wy name is Marlene, and in Hebrew it means — from the tower. In fact, ooy
pame reminds me of Proverbs 18:10 which says, “The name gf the LORD iz a
stmong fower: the righteows rimneth imoe 17, and i sqie.

T asked my mom years azo why she nsmed me Marlene. “I liked the name of
the famous German actress Marlene Districh ™ she sanswered  (Dietich dominatad
the silent films and remsined popular from the 19205 and even through the 19905}
Mames are important to God. Proverbs 2201 =ays. "4 pood name i5 fo be chozen
rather than greal rickes, loving firver raiher thaw silver and gold "

God bestowed upon Adam, the first created buman, the thoill of paming the
snimals that be had created . Sometimeas, be changed people’s names in the Bible
1o signify the great change in their lives. For example Abram’s name changed to
Abraham, and Tacob's name changed to Israel

An article oo Cafehlom com summmarizes a few things about naming our
children that emphasize ourside infiuences in our choices for baby names, For
example the article discusses the fact from a new smdy that many parenis name
their children because of a “QWERTY ™" effect. This is a preference to use letters.
locared om the right side of our keyboards. (This kevboard, called (JWEERTY, is
namied after the keys on the top row of letters starting at the left ) These names

The arricle states that “Yet one smdy by the University of Oklzhoms foumd that
parents are more likely to pick pammonyms {naming kids after dads — John Tunior,
Richard IIT) in the face of terrorist threats. Afier 9711, pamooym use soared.”™.

These amimdes reflect God's declaration of the imporance of names. And he
is especially committed to his children’s names. He considers his children o ba
called by his name as 2 Chronicles 7:14 declares,  [f people, which are called
By oy mamee, shall humble themsabves, and pray, and seek my face, and furn fhom
rhafr wicked ways;” then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive thefr zin, and
will heal their land.
stdying Pizpah an obsoars woman whose story is mucked inte 2 Samasl 3:7-8
and 2 Samuel 21:8-13.

With 3 Fodas kiss, Rizpah’s world betrayed her throngh its coliure and gov-
emment She lived in Israsl, a nation that allowed its kings to acquite omitple
wives and concubines. When Bizpah entered King Saul’s world, the citizens and
Eing Saul showered adulation and acceptance upon her. But, in total befrayal,
without power, she watched helplessly as her innocent sons were snatched away
and condemmed to death by hanging  She phinged mto the pit of despair, and no
neighboring political power came to ber zid for she possessed no connections. Her
beauty could not save her, and the king who wonld heve protected her was desd.
The deceptive plessures of folfilling the role of a concubine had deserted her, and
o besuty product or sparkling sown could heal the grief and rage che felt at this
injustice to her blameless sons.

It fimally dswned on me that she was frying to tell me something nfinitely
precicus. Through the amazing repetition of her name — conpled firmly with her
father's name — m eight short verses, she sends her message to us. This happens
four times in eight short verses — a significant percentage.

Observe the growing repetition of her parentaze that leaves its indelible mark
on the pages of Soipouoe.

1. Aiah was Rirpah’s father when she became King Saul’s conoubine as she began
to climb the ladder of popularity and in her ascent to power and afffuence. (2
Samme] 3:7)

2. Aiah remained her father when her life phmped to its deepest somow as her
zons were jerked away from her (2 Samunel 21:8)

3. The Bible repeats again. reassuring us that her father sl claimed her when
out of her darkmess, she acted in courage and reschiteness by driving away the
vuliures who wonld dishonor ber sons even farther. (2 Samme] 21107

4. And in the fourth time, when she was vindicated by King David and ber sct of
bravery honored by the respectful burial of her spns, she was stll the danghier of
ber father. {2 Sanmel 21:11})

Fizpah's message to ws is this: regardless of circumstances, a5 God’s child,
yvour name and relationship with Father God remains the same. Your name, Chris-
tian, and your Father's name miumphs through the raging stormes of Life and miny
pits of grief and anger In spite of the devil's attacks and his attempts to Imprison
us and place us in bondage again we are no longer slaves o sin. We are free! The
dewil mies to make ns forget who we ars. Fomans §:6 is our declaragon of inde-
pendence. “Enowing this, thar our old man = crucified with kim, that the body of
sim might be destroped, that hencgfborth we should not serve sin. ™

Cnir faith has no boundaries to limdt our joy. Our chains of bondage to sin
click open. And we can revel m a fch, deep relationship with Jesus as our Savior
Enjoy vour freedom

Marlene Houk is a regular coniributor fo Blue Ridge Chriztian News. Her passion
iz to deive deeply inte the muths gf Bible women and to dizcuszs those in Bible

Studies called Backstage Pass fo Bible Women. She and her husband disconver jay,
nuriure, and chalienge in their church. Her contact is marienehoukabalsourh. net
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Denison Forum

‘The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving
people everywhere march with you':

A D-Day reflection

By Jim Denison

smiel] of condite, which was coming from the bartdechips finmg
the biz shells. They are the oufsanding things i oy memary .
coming from fhst day:™

'ﬂm:hmﬁmﬂ:mhﬂnyﬂh&mbuﬂmﬂngmmy—hu,m
what history calls D-Diay. On fome 8 1944 mare tem five tioesand ships, eleven thon-
sand warplanes, and over 150,000 sericemen took part m the larpest am, land, and sea
operation ever ndenaken.

When it was over, the Allied Forces had suffered nearly ten thousand casualties; 4414
were confimmed dead  But 2 foothold azainst Mazi Germamy had been estsblished in
Europe.

Inflatable decoys and dunniy pararoopers

HMonuandy is a region in morthern France. Itwas selecied the year before as the
location for an Allied imrasion myder Gremeral Drwnight I, Eisenbower's conumand.
Code-named Crperation Crverlord, the mvasion was preceded by & mazsive deception

Encwn a5 Operation Fortitnde. fis campaien imeabved & “dummry anmy™ conumsnded
by Lt Gen Georze Patton that pretendsd to targes Calais, to the st of Normandy, Ger-
man spy planes fiyving over seuthesst Enstand reported te buildup of 3 messive imva-
sipn force, bat the regiments of @oks and landing crafi were mestly inflatable decoys.

Double zzents and phomy Allied radio raffic mended for the Germans confimmed dee
Calais smasegy. The Allies also dropped mdreds of dunmry parameopers well inkand of
the eveninal targets along the MNommandy beaches.

As 3 result Hitler was ooovinoed that the scnaall invasion was merely & diversion.

He was asleep when the vasion began: when he woke up, he refused imtially o send
reinforcerments o HNomandy.

An ariicle every Amencan shonld read

While the Allies made bnlhant preparations for the svasion D-Diay was nonethelsecs
hormific.

Imagine yourself on 3 Aas-boomed landing craft approaching Cmaha Beach. Ges-
man amillery shalls destroy boats all armmd yow Yiou fimally make it to shore and junp
imto the water while camying eighiy poands of zear. Germian snipers atop the high chif
then besin strafing your lines.

Cme Amesican wmdt landing af Omaaha bost 90 percent of its men.

“First Wave at Omaha Beach ™ an article in the Movermber 1060 issae of The Aflantic,
iells the story m detail. I should be recquired resding for all Amenicans as we pay tribue
o the indescribable courage and sacrifice of those who fought for our freedom.

I omce spent a day at the Mational WA Musewm in Mew COrleans. While I focused
primarily on the war in the South Pacific where ny father served . T also spent time at
the D-Day exhibits Iwas astoumded by the complesdty of the largest anyphibions aszanlt
in histary and mmbled by the stories of the soldiers who nsked—eand memy of whom
Eanve—thedr lives fior ns.

A father’s lefter

This moming, President Tromp is &t e American cemetery at Omaha Beach where
more than 9,350 American service members who were killed at D-Dray and the follow-
ing operations sre uried. Yesterday, he joined fifieen other world leaders to commemmo-
rate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Immasian.

British Prime Mintster Theresa May read from a letter wittten by Capiam Momman
Skimmer of the Foyal Amry Service Corp to bis wife and their danshiers just days before
be was killed durimg the D-Diay landings. He winte to them. *Aldonsh I wounld ghee
smything to be back with yow, T have not vet had soy wiesh at all to back down from the
job we have to do.

“T chall abways be sramfil to the powers shove for having been shle to be with yow, 1o
hane been loved Ty you ™ he mld his wafe. “T'm sure I will be with yvou agsin soomn and
for good. Give o1y fondest love to my Aon and my Janey. ™

Chr best response to sacrifice

In light of all these men did io sequme our Feadom, what can you and I do to serve this
naztion they loved?

These intperatives are familiar but oo bess urgent: Christians can intercede for o
pilitary and their famdbies and pray daity for our leaders (1 Timotiny 2:1-2) We can
exppress our beartfelt pratimde fo veterans for thelr sacrfice. We can become engaped in
pablic service; I am convinced that God s calling more believers into political leader-

We can be salt and light to our post-Christian coliore (hdatthew 5:13-16), seeldng ex-
cellence as our platform for spiritns] mffnence. And we can serve the canse of freadom
fior which so many died on this day by sharine the goepel of etemal freedom i Christ
(Jobm 8:38).

The more we remember the courzee of those who died for 1=, the more we are -
spired fo pay Aoy price to serve our Lord and our coumtry.

“The eyes of the world are upen you ™

Om the eve of the largest imvasion in bistory, General Ersenhower told the Alled
soldiers: “Yiou are abowt to embark wpon the Great Crosade, toward which we kave
striven these mamy mondes. The eyes of the world are upon you The bopes and prayers
of ibermy-lovine people everywhere march with you In compamy with our brave Allies
= brothers-in-arms on other Fronts, you will bong about the destroction of the Genman
war machine the alimmation of Maz tyramyy over the oppressed peoples of Enrope. and
securty for oursehves 3 free world™

And 50, they did
Jim Denizon PRD speaks and writes on culfural and contemporary issues. His
daiiy column & distributed fo more than 113000 subscribers i 208 countries.
See more on the website www.denisonforum.org.  Comrighted and priveted by
parmizzion from Denison Forum.
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Thrift Store

Hospice and Home Care
Of the Blue Ridge

New Hours
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday 10am - 2:00pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

Huge Selection of Vintage Glass
and China, Furniture, Clothing, Jewelry
Art, Quilts and Comforters, Books

Hipy Sndspendonce Day!

Shop * Donate » Volunteer
Located in Ledger, the yellow buiding
beside P&R

4 ‘\ Hospice and Home Care
] of the Blue Ridge, Ine.
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES

As mpst readers know, the W House failed fo override the Governor’s veto of Sen-

ate Bill 350, the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, by five votes. The bill NC Senate District 46

wionld have been an affirmative statement that survivers of abortion were to be cared

for as if the birth was intentional. The bill also would kave requited a record of such

birth and would have placed penzlties on doctors and other staff that failed to attempt to save the life of the pewbomm. It is worth not-
mg that two women whe are sbomion survivers, Giaona Jessen and Claire Culwell, were present in the House chamber when the veto
override failed. You can read more about these remarkable women at woww. gisnnsjessen.com, and woww.clairecnbarell com.

Back on March 15, the bill passed the Senate with two Dempcrats joining the Fepublicans in supporting the bill  Aftet thar vote, the
two Democrats came umder immediate criticism for voting to protect life. On March 16, four House Diemiocrats joined with the Fe-
publicans to pass the bill that protects newhborns. So, the bill nghtfolly passed hoth chambers with bipartizan support. It ooly took tao
days for Governor Cooper to vets the bill. In his veto message. the Governor called the legislation “neadless™ and he expressed his
fear of “criminaliring doctors™ “for 8 practice that simply does not ecxist ™ But cases like Kot Gosnell and CTC reporting of infants
that survive an shortion atempt coniradict the Govemor’s claim. And the recent Law passed by Mew York as well as the statements of

Virginia Gov. Mortkam are indications of a latger pro-abonion agenda being advanced by Democrats nationally.
On March 30, the Senate Republicans were joined by Sen. Don Diavis to provide the necessary 3/5th vote to ovemide the veto,

Sen Warren Damel

Following that vote, Democratic colleszues immediately srtacked Sen. Davis on social media and liberal groups started s websiterp v arren Damial@@nelag nat
intinidate Sen. Davis and the four Democrass in the House. On June 5 the House held a vote to override the Governer's veto. 72 919-715-7813
voies were needed o override the veto, meaning that seven Democrats were needed to join the Fepublicans in woting to override.
Unformnstely, only two Democrats saw fit to voie to protect the survivors of abortion, Fep. Garland Pierce and Fep. Charles Graham,
The ovemde was defeated on a vote of 67-53.

“Wiay we think of freedom not as the right to do 35 we please, but as the opportunity to do what is nght * — Peter Marshall
Happy Independence Day! Please have a safe and fun 4th.

North Carolina regolators approve Diolie Ensrgy’s innovative microgrid project

Sharing Buttons

NC House District 118 in Madison Connty - May 21, 2019

Bep. Michele D. Preanell

219-T33-5732

= Solar panels and batteries will combine fior micrognd developiment in remote mountsin area of Duke Energy Progress’ temitory
= Backup power supply is designed to serve the town of more than 500 residents for bours in the event of an cutaze
= Part of Duke Energy’s commitment for solar and storage technolosies in western MNorth Carolima

CHAFRLOTTE, N.C. — Madison County will seon be home to an inmevative microgrid installation after the Morth Carolina Unlites
Commissipn (WCUC) approved Duke Energy's repewable energy project.

Eead the NCTUCs full order.

In the town of Hot Springs. the company will proceed with a solar and battery-powered microgrid system that will help improsve
elecimic reliability, provide services to the overall eleciric system and setve as a backup power supply to the town of more than 500
residents,

“Diuke Energy’s research work on microgrids has led to 3 larpe-scale effort that will better serve not only these oustomers in 3 re-
mote area, but also help us zain experience from this pilof project to better serve all customers with additional distributed enersy and
enerzy storage technologies,” said Dr. Zak Fuznar, Duke Energy’s managing director of Microgrid and Energy Storage Development
“Projects like this will lead to 3 smarter energy futare for the Carolinss.™

The Hiot Springs microgrid will comsist of a 2-megawart (AC) solar facility and a 4-megzwatt lithnm-based batery storage facility.
The nucrogrid will not eoly provide a safe, cost-effective and reliable grid solntion for serving the Hot Springs area, bat the microerid
will also provide enetgy and sdditional bulk system benefits for all customers. This will inclnde ralisbility services to the electmic grid,
such as fregquency and voltaze regulation and ramping suppert and capacity durnng system peaks.

The project is part of Duke Enerzy's plan to meet power demand by balancing public input, eovironmental impacts and the need to
provide customers with safe reliable and affordable energy.

Angother component of that plan is m the city of Ashevills where Duke Ensrey will connect a 9-megawatt lithinm-jon battery sys-
tem 5t 3 Duke Energy substation site m the Rock Hill convmmity —near Sweeten Cresk Foad. The hattery will primarily be wsed to
help the alectric system operate more efficiently and reliakly for onstoomers.

Tozether, the two projects will cost aroumd 330 million and should be operational in eariy 2020,

Alsp i the region, Duke Enerzy is closing a half-century-old, coal-fired plant in Arden by Japuary 2020 — and replacing it with a
new 580-megawatt clesner-buming combined-cycle namral zas plant.

Duke Energy microgrids

Dhoke Energy is a leader in microgrid technology. The company bas 3 smaller micreerid project in Worth Carolins already operat-
mg. In Haywood Coumty, M.C_, Duke Energy has a 95-kilowat-hour zinc-air battery and 10-kilowatt solar mstallation serving a com-
mnnications tower oo Mount Sterling in the Smoky Mountains Mational Park that has been operating since 2017, It is also corrently
working on proposed projects in Sowth Carolina.

Previously, the company operated a microgrid that served 3 local fire station in Charlotte. It confinues to operate 3 microgrid st its
Mount Haolly rezearch centfer in Gaston County.
About Dulie Energy

Diike Energy (WY 5E: DUE), a Foormume 150 company beadgnarterad in Charlotte, WC., is one of the largest energy holding com-
panies in the U5, It employs 30,000 peeple and has an eleciric generating capacity of 51,000 megawsatts through its regnlated atilites.
and 3,000 mezawatis through its nonregulated Duke Energy Renewables umit.

Drke Energy is transfomming its cnstomeers’ experience, modemizing the energy grid, generating cleaner enerzy and expanding mat-
ural gas mitastrechare to create a smarer epergy future for the people and commnnities it serves. The Electric Utilittes and Infrastmac-
Ture unit’s regulated ntlides serve approximately 7.7 million retail electric customers in six states — Mot Caroling, Sowth Carolina,
Flornida, Indiana, Ohio and Kenmecky, The (zas Ttilites and Infrasmucture nnit distributes natural gas to more than 1.6 million oostom-
ers in five states — Morth Carolina, South Carplina, Tennessee, Ohio and Eenmucky. The Duke Bnergy Fenewables unit operates wind
and solar generation facilines acress the U5, as well as energy storage and microgrid projects.

Dinke Energy was named to Formne's 2019 “World's Most Admired Comipanies™ list and Forbes™ 2019 “America’s Best Employ-
ers” list. Diore mformation abont the compary is svailable at duke-enerpy.com. The Duke Enerpy MNews Center contains news releas-
es, fact sheets, photos, videos and other materisls. Duke Energy's ilhoninstion features stores shout people, innovations, community
topics and envirommental issnes. Follew Duke Energy on Twitter, Linkedin, Instagram and Facebook. hitps.//news duke-energy comy’
releases ‘morth-caroling-regnlators-approve-doke-enermys-innovative-microgrid-project-in-madison-county
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YOUR GOV
NC Senate District 47

While there iz a call from Gov, Roy Cooper and many other Democrats fo expand Medicaid for able-bodied and childless adults, I
and other Senate Republicans believe we shonld tske care of a vulnerable population in our state who cannof take care of themsaboes
at all and are our neediest cifizens in terms of health care. These individuals are currently on oor state’s IDD (Intellecial Develop-
mental Dizshility) bedicaid proeram waitlist, and suffer from chronic dizshilities that manifest at hirth or during childbood, cansed
by either 3 mental or physical impaimment or combination of both. These disabilities sdversaly affect their daily lives and can result m
limited functions, inchiding diffcnltes with the following: communication, leaming, mobdlity or moving around, making decisions
fior themselves, living independently, caring for themselves, and being financially self-sufficient.

Currently, thronzh the TDD Medicaid program, our state serves over 12,000 Worth Carclinians with mmtellecual/developrental dis-
abilities, providing them with in-home care that allowrs for a better quality of life. However, there are an additonal 12,000 citizens
who are on the DD waitlist for services. Appropristing funding fo provide care for this group in desperate need would have 3 pro-
foundly positive inpact for these individuals and their families. One key provision of the Senate Health and Fhonan Services budget is
the allocation of 332 million over the next two years for an addisonal 1,000 IDD Morth Carolinians fo receive personal care seTvices

Sen Ralph Hise and in-home assistance, while also increasing access to care facilities for them. The Senate budget will also eliminate the OO0
Ralph Hise@inclez net {Certificats of Wead) requirements for mntenmediats care facilities that wonld serve the IDD populatgon. O0M is 3 burdensome. time-
919-733-3460 consuming requitement that limdts access and creates more expense for taxpayers. I have sponsored legislaton for the repeal of CON

in our state Eliminatine CON restrictions for these infenmediate care facilitiss wonld provide more options for critical health services
for IDTY individualz. A 536 million provision over tao years will provide short-tenm financial assistance to group homes for residents
with a primary diagmosis of IDD or mental illnass,

{Char priority is to expand care for profoundly disabled Worth Carolinians on the IDD waitlist, not expanding hedicaid to include an
even greater pumber of able-bodied, childless adulis. As always, please share your thowghts with me on these or other issues related o
the state government by emailing me at ralph hisei@ncleg.net or calling me at 819-733-3460.

US House of Representatives NC D:smcr 11

House Democrats held an open hesring oa the Muoeller report to reimvigorate their "namatve”™ agamst President Tromp, Fep. Mark
Meadows, B-H.C. claimed

House Intellizence Commirtee chairman Adam Schiff D-Calif. was frying to keep the American people in fume with his caacns’ ac-
fiwities through the latest besting on the Fnssia investigation, Meadows told Sean Hannity Wednesday on "Hamity."

"Here's the thing that dawned on me today, you had another Mueller bearimg here — why was it opea? Becanse they wanted fo try fo
reswmact the whole Mueller pamrative and oy o do their best o make sure the American people are engaped but the truth of the matter is,
they didn't get the result they wanted."

"They will continue to ry, bat the problem is they know the footh. Even some of the wimesses foday here on Capitol Hill, they are
supposed to be experts. They haven't even read to the Steele doszier, that's how not credible that was."

Schiff called the bearing to examine what he callad the “disturbing findings™ of Vobome 1 of Mueller’s report. That volume focnsed on
allegations that the Tromp campsign colluded with Pussian officials during the 2014 campaipn.

“Volume 1 of the report outlines a sweeping and systemic effort by Bussia to interfere in the 2015 election for the benefit of Dionald
Tromp,™ Schiff declared. “Tt establishes that the Toomp campaizn welcomed the Fussian interference bacause it expected to benefit elec-
torally from the information stolen and relessed through the Fussian effort ™

Em:tur Bln'Hunﬂrs the T5th Anniversary of D-Day

Today, Senator Fichard By (B-MNC), Chaimman of the Senate Select Committes on Intellipence, issued the following statement on the 75thAnmwiversary of D-Day:
“Sewentv-five years ago today, more than 150,000 Alled woops sat on ships and oo airfields across England waiting awedously. They were prepanng to emobark on an
extraordinary campairn to storm the beaches of Normandy with nunprecedented force and to march across Europe agzinst Mazm tyranny. Early that moming, General
Eisenhower addressed the young servicemen. “The eyes of the world are npon you, " he told them. “The hopes mdpra]rmnfh'hat_'.r J.n'l.nngpeqﬂ-e everywhere march
with you

“These ordinary men did not sst ont to make hictory, bot to fiulfill their doty and retorm bome. BMMany did not. But their
NOWAVENLE commitment to victory sequred freedom for millions and serves as a reminder that liberty requires defending.

“Today, thres-qnarters of a century later, we honor the men and women who answered the call o service in World War IL
Mday we never forget their sactifice, and may we remaim forever nmobled by the legacy of the Greatest Generation.™

In 2009, to honor the 65th Anniversary of D-Diay, Senator Buor led a delegation of Senators fo the official Memorial Dray
Ceremonies at the Momandy American Cemetery in France. Senator B recognized the nearly 10,000 American service
members who gave their lives at Nonmandy, making possible the liberation of France and Europe duning World War 11

Mew Right to Try Legislation for Those with Terminal ar Severes Chronic Dizease

A few years azo, I was plessed to sponsor a bill in Morth Caroling to give those with temminal illness a right to try experimental rest-
ment and medication not vet fully approved by the federal zovermment. This year, I am happy to report that a follow up bill kas passed
the House in Faleigh and oo Thorsday last week was approved in the State Senate. [ am opiimdstic that the Senate will complete full
spproval and that the governor will agree to sign it inbo law. The new bill corently making its way through the Senate wonld establish
a right for those with tenminal o severe chronic illness to Ty investizational reatments imvolving adult stem cells even though those
freatments are not yet approved for general use and may s6ill be in required clinical trials testing. In shott, we are boping to expand the
choices and kope available for elizible patents who otherwise have exhausted their opaons,

Poczsible Help with Diabetics Needing Access to Insolin !
In August of 2018 the Lilly Diabetes Solution Center opened in Falsiph NC with the mission fo assist Morth Carolinians who need Rep. Hogh Blackwell
help paying for their Lilly insalin dae to lower incormes, lack of insurance, or those m the dednctible phase of a high-deductible insar- 919-733-5805
ance plan. By the beminning of 2019 the center was already helping approxmately 10,000 people each month in accessing their insulin Hugh Blackwell@ncleg net
at a lower cost out-of-pocket Becanse one out of ten adualis in Meorth Carpling is snffering from diabetes and approcimataly one in
three is predicted to be expernencing predizbetes without being aware, services like these are all the more important fo ciizens. Gain-
ing access to these lifesaving, but often expensive, medications can be difficult if cne doss not have adequate Insurance of income. Tf
YO O 3emepns you know needs assistance in gaining access 1o Lilly insnlin st a lower and more affordsble cost, the Lilly Diabetes
Solution Center can be contacted by phone through their live opetators between the hours of @ am. o § p.m EST, Monday thronzh
Friday. The number to call is (833) B08-1234. Additionally, the Center’s website is available at www lilhy com/'disbetessolntion: enter
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Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce

2019 NC Mineral and Gem Festival
Cheers to 60 Years!

By Paiti Jensen
Mitchall Connty

2019 will mark the G0th Avniversary of the M
Mineral and Gem Festival in Spruce Pine. For sixfy
vears, Spruce Pine has welcomed rock hounds and
jewelry lovers to the WC Mineral and Gem Festival
where they enjoy aisles and msles of besutiful jewslry,
Zemstones, snd minerals from sronnd the coumdry:

“Each year we welcome dealers to the Festival
fromm as far aweay as Californiz and 25 close to home
as Lirtle Switzerland ™ said Pati Fensen, Director of the Fesoval. “These deslers,
and the thousands of visitors that come to the Festival each year, have a remen-
dons economic IMpact oo our ComnInity.”

Sprmce Pine, North Carplina has been deemied the most important mining
district in the world and has celebrated namire’s respurces in this monntain area
for decades. “The world wonld come to a slow crawl withowt the rfich minerals
ﬂ'umﬂl&ﬂpnqum“ﬂldPﬂﬂ]m&&n‘mﬂlﬁmLﬁﬁhﬂlCﬂmlyﬂhamhﬂ
“Spruce Pine provides 3
over 0% of the world's
purest gquartz for the
production of computer
chips among mamy other
nses. And did vou knowr
that the “sand™ at the
Mdaster’s in Augusta is

event will feature mamy

new addidons to the weekend The Festival
will kick off on July 31st at & pm with a VIP
event. Thiz event is & one night only exclosive
event and first look of the Festval Guests
will enjory live music, food, drinks, a silent
anciion, and a 60th anniversary “swag bag™.
A spacial nbbon cutting will open the Festival
on Thursday, August 1st af 2:30 am with
special gnesrsfmmm:rmiu.ingcummimas
well a5 sponsors, dipnitarties, and more. Al
are mvited o join in!

The popular mine tours will happen this
year during the Festival on Tharsday, August
1st and Friday. Angost Ind. Thess tours are
sponsored by The Cuartr Corporation and
vistbors can wisit 3 local working mine and diz
for treasures to their heart's delight. Any-
thing they find they can keep! The tours are a
ticketed item and requirs
reservations. Space is
limited and these tours
are very popular, so
reserve spots early!

Festival-goers can
enjoy shopping, ample
parking. and mearbry food
services. Atmendess can
shop for fine jewelry
froomm the top jewelers in
the country, have their s 3
mmjewﬂrjrdmgmduumasmﬂasahupfmmmm EemIstomes,
fosszils, and beads. Local gem miming establishoments offer special mine tours as
well as special evenis at their business locations.

The week is foll of activites including an outdpor gem show, the Grassy Creek
MAdineral and Gem Show, sponsored by the Parkway Fire Deparmment. This event is
held the entire week from Sundsy-Sundsy and is just 3 few miles dowmn Hary 126
from the MC hineral and Gem Festival

The Gith WC Mineral and Gem Festival will be held Anmpst 1-4, 2019 a1 3 new
location this vesr. Fust staps away from the former location and stll located in the
Spmce Pine Commons Shopping Center, the new location bozsts a beautiful space
amd will alzo host food vendors, 3 gift shop, and a special exhibit from the Morth
Carplinag Muoseum of Matural Sciences. The physical address of the new location
is 12085 South Hwny 226, Spruce Pins, NC. The thmes are Thursday-Saturday
10-6 and Sunday 12:30-5:00. Admission is 34 with Senior Cifizens admimed on
Thursday for £2 and Miechell Connty Pesidents admitted on Sunday for 32

For meore information contact the Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce at
TE5-2033 or visit wwwocgemfest com.  Sponsors of the Festival inchude  WMitch-
ell County Chamber of Commerce, Duke Energy, Cuartz Corporation, Sibelco,
Wal-hart, and Sprinpmaid MMountain

Parni Jensen is Tnterim Director gf the Mitchell County Chamber of Commence.

Amd God Blessed the sevenh day, and sancifled i becanse that in i he had
rested from all his work which God created and made. Genesiy 223

www. brenews.com
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The Infallible, Everlasting Word of God
By Billy Graham

ArAmsterdam "83, evangelists from every contnent of
the world stood and read together 15 points that became
knowm as “The Amysterdarm Affirmations,” which provided
2 Biblical framenwark for those called to “do te work of an
envanpelist ™ The messaze below is tken from M Gra-
ham's writings on Affirmation 1, which says: “WWe confess
JYesus Christ as God, oor Lord and Savior whe is revealed in
the Bible which i= the infallible Wiord of God ™

How can we know the tnath about God™ Mhest we zrope
around in the dark. caly guessing and never knowing the tnath? Is religion just 2 mater of
personal opinion or viewpant, with ooe philosopher's idess as good as the next” The Bible
saysoo! It tells s that we can know the motih—because God has evealed Himself tous.

O iof the zreatest needs i the dnwch wday is o come back to e soiptures as te
basis of suthorty, and to study them prayerfialby with dependence on the holy spirit for
imerpretation. Let the words of god ham i our sonls. It is when we fill our bearts with iz
word that we owerfiow info the lives of others ™
—BIIY GRAHAM HOUR OF DECTSION SERMON, KOV 8 1958

Simre man's fall in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3, (God hes comtimed to revesl Himself
in hispory. (rod chose 3 mian Abrsharn (Genesis 12:1-3), wio becames 5 preat nation the
Hebrews. He mimaculoesty delinered His chosen people from Egypt. Undes BMlpses” lesdar-
ship they aossed the Bed Sea. He gave them the Ten Conmmendments. He ganve Jsrsal
prophats whaose divinely mspired predictions were shsoluely tnustonarty. Unforhmssely,
e Hebrews constsndy complained disobeved and even defied God. At times they fremed
o other gods. God brougit edsment after iud=ment on them for their disobedience. Thns,
the history of te Jewish people, thoush dhosen of Grod, is ooe of revival, blessing and
Judsrnent

Bt most of all, He revealed Himself in the Person of His Son., Jesns Christ. “No one has
sean (rod at @y Gme. The onf)y begatien Som, whe & in the borom qf the Father, He has
deckmed Hin ™ (Jobn 1:18). He confimed that Tesus is taly God the Son by His mirscles,
and by raisngz Him from the dead (Loke 24-4448: Aok 2-37) The meszaze and faith of
ths evanselist are anchored in whest God has dome in histary: They are not anchored i a
chirch, relizions raditions or personal feelings. They are anchared in the assuzance of what
(7od has done in history, recorded and revesled in the Bible

If the evanzpli=t is o “preach the Word” (2 Timothy 4:7) with sathonty and powes, be
nnit be firmby comvinced of tovo things.

First, be nmest be comvinced that the Bible, the wristen Word of God, was prepared nnder
ihe direction of the Holy Spir, who preserved the suthars foom departing from God's
revelstion in their writing so et they comveryed exacty what God wanted them o record.
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scriptare is of smy privae inerpretation, for proph-
ecy never came by the will of man bt holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the
Haoly Spirit™ (2 Peter 1:20-21). Even thongh the nman writers of Soniphure wrote a5 sons
of thedr teme md their ovm personalities often shine thromsh in thedr writnes, God examsd
that the words and thonshes were mepired and recorded scorasely as He mtended <A1
Soripnare is ghven by nspirsivon of God, and i profisble for docfrine. for reproof, for cor-
recion, for msmaction in rightesnsness, that the man of God may be conplete, thoronghiy
equipped for every pood wiork™ (2 Timothry 3:16-17)

Becanse it is God's mspired Wiord, the Hible does not coniradict itsslf or teach false-
hoods—becmwse God cammot e With our hmean Bnitatons we may not ahways under-
stand every detail of Soiphare, but we nmest never lose sight of the fact that it is God's Word
and mot man’s idess or opinions. As the Lagsarme Covenant declares. “We affinmn the divine
their enfirety 2= the onby written Tord of God. wathout emror in all that i affinms, and the
onby infallible nale of fith and practice ™ Jems constantly quosed the (d Testanent ad
made it clear thar it was the mepired Wiord of God. We who follow Christ pmest have justas
hizh a view of Soiphae as He did (s== John 10-34; Matthear 5:1T)

Second, if the evangslist is to preach with mufhonty snd poewer, be nmest be cominced

that the Word of God has the powser to change Iives {1 Conmehisms 2:1-5). God has not
promised to bless our eloquence or our lnesan ensrp—bot He has promised to bless Hig
Word “For as the rain comes down. and the snow from heaven snd do noe retor thers.
bt waser the earth, and make it bring fort and bud | dest it may give seed to the sower and
bread o the ester, 5o shall My word be that goes forth from My moush: it shall not refurmn o
Mlevoid, bt it shall scoomplish wheat I please, and & shall prosper i the thing for which T
st 5t (Tsmigh 35:10-11)

Time afer time in oy mindsay, [ ave quoted a Bible verse in a semon——sometimes
without plsnming o do 50 m advance—and had someone w1l me aftervrard that it was that
verse wihich the Haolby Spirit used to bring comviction or fadth o him. “Is not 58y word
like a five?" says the Lord, “And ke 3 hammnser that breaks the rock in pieces™™ (Jeremish
23200 Dion't let anything or amyone shake your confidence i the nustwnarthiness, muthor-
ity and power of the Bible.

Dofiake it your puide for vour 1ife smd your mimisory, no master wheest the fisnre may hold
fiwr

'%Mdﬁhhn@mapaiudd’mycmﬂmﬂmﬁrga
complete and scomate divine revelation, has been carefully handed doam fo s from the
apostles of our lord ™

At one fime in nry life Thad a simzezle belioving the Bible o be the mushoristive Wiord
of God. Some professors and other mtelleciuals were expressing their own doulbes albost 5t
and pointing to alleged comradictons in the Bible. [ was youne, just ot of school, and was
heving nyy first expeniences in preaching. Seeds of doubst began to grow, and I soussled
over this question of the ety of the Word of God. Then ooe moonlit nizht o the
moonmtaims of Califoria T went ot alome with my Bible. The tunmaod in my mind was 3
sharp comtrast to the peace and serenity of the nanmral besuty aromd me. Fimalby: T laid moy
open Bible on the step of 2 oree and prayed 0, Lord, T don’tunderstand everydine i
thiz Book, bt I socept it by faith ss the Word of the living God ™ And I can tooly ==y that
since that mament I've never doubied that the Bible is the Wiord of God. Furthenmare, God
has confinmed this o me tme afier time, a5 ] have wimeszed the power of the Word of God
atwork m the lives of people.

Simce that tme. T have discovered that we need not fear the allezations or arzuments
of those who would demy the Biblle’s suthority. Them is exems] and mtemal evidence
1o show the sbsolue Tustworthiness of the Bible Externally, there is the evidence from
snch fislds a5 archeeolozy mnd linmbstics. Invemally, there is te final word of de Lord
Jesus Himeself who sutenticated the Old Tesmment (see Tobn 10:34; Manhew 5:17) and
anticipated the Mew Testarment (Jobn 16:13-14). He emploved and expomded the Old
Tastzment 5 an infallihls mhariny (see Luke 24227, 44) We cannot examine the history,
1mity and prophecy of God's Word—let alone is stoving and sancffiying power i our own
Iives a: evaneeticr—ywithons balieving in its divine inspiration and suthorio:

The evangetict mnst be thoomughly comvinced of the infallibility of Soiphme. Onby then
can be preach with auttorty God's promise of sabvation and forgiveness 1o all who call an
the Mame of the Lord and God's warming of pdsment fior those who do not

We respect God-guided dedisions of cinech conmeils. We praise Him for leadership He
hes mased up in His chwrch tnmashont the apes. We are grateful for the betitsze of charch
tradifions teat are n accordsnce with Biklical seachime. Bat our sushority as evangelists
does not originate in sy of these. Cur call and power to evanzelize comes from the pages
oof this mfallible Word of God—ihe Hible.

This collection of 66 books. written over a pemiod of many centories, yet fomung 3
complete and sonmrate divine revelstion, has heen carsfinlly handed doam to v from the
aposies of our Lord. Some i the very Soipiume teaf Tenrs Himself read and tensht while
here on earth In it He is revealied. Him we balieve, Him we tnast, Him we proclaim as
Savior, and Him we confiess before oeders as oar Lord. He is the same yesterday, today and
forever (Hebrews 13:8).

Becmuse Jesis & one with God and was sent by the Father imto baman bistory (Fofm
2021), the coss is an objective demonsration of divine love (Romsns 5.8). Our Gighis
et omy thee fact of Chrjst’s Tesmmection
That is wiry we rejoice! That is the femdarion of the math we declare and the Kinedom we
enend as we “do the work of an evangelist ™

Siripmre quotstions are taken from the Holy Bible, Mew Eing Tames Version,

665 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC

765-9133

Hours: Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

Lakeview Mercantile & Gardens

3 & 4 Generation Owners * 53 Years Experience * New Merchandise

* Garden Supplies
» Seed

* Annuals

* Perennials
» Shrubs

= Soils

» Fertilizer

» Pottery & Containers
* Hanging Baskets
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The Last Dragon
Ey Timothy Tron

Here in the woods, the pain seems distant.

All arpund are the spounds of the gentle bush of mindrops |
fallinz om the multmde of leaves. Each finy patter whispers
& secret to its hearer. It is as if God is sopthing the recent
sharp edges of life that have cut to oy wery soul; tween
bone and marrowr. Only He knows the passionste struggles
with which the past months hkad presented themealves. Irmnuthghﬂ}rnurwrﬂlm
conviction that these memories now tonment the heart of one who gave his all to
hold onto the belief that this was his calling.

There were choices; there always are.

Like the tale of two roads diverging in the yellow wood, 25 Frost would write, “T
ook the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.”

There is not one day, no oot one — even those that made vou wonder why you
ever chose to teach- that T would give back. Their pain made the creases in our
sonl; etchings of love emblazoned wpon our inner being, never pome. never forgot-
1118

Yes, it is only from the heart that I write this story.

Each day that we walk in faith we know ot where the path will lead. That first
day that those keys tumed the lock in the door, it felr 3= if T had entersd the den of
a sleeping drapom. There was the overwhelming feeling of 3 darkness present. As
the door opened, the emptiness of room 3212 woald echo silent cries; a forebod-
ing of things o come. Bventually, that room wounld become the classroom from
which many stories would unfold both geed and bad. I could never imagine how
it would have ended. As we are only haman, we can never fully comprehend what
Grpd has in store for ns. When we walk in that joumey in which He hath prepared,
we are refined by the fires of trials and mbulstions. When the love that we share is
Zenuine. it becomes even more painful when a door closes.

The sound of the swollen creek reverberates the feeling of how my cup had
mnneth over these past few weeks: the culminstion of seeds planted long ago
had come to fnition; some shll waiting; some may never grow; yet, in all, the
thoughts of the students loft behind return. The imaze of the expansive white-
board in room 3212 retorws. On it, o its enfirsty, drawn with dry-erace markers,
from one end to the other, is the picture of a red dragon bresthing fire on 2 sword
inscribed with one word, “hathematics ™

It will be the last drapon.

Each sermester, from the first to this one, God gave me the message of shanng
oy gifts through the elling oy smdents of the parallels of the dragon and their
fear of Math the class that I would be called to teach. The first few days of each
semester wonld find the dragon begin, abways with the eye. From there, the image
wiould slowly, during the course of the entire semester, grow iobo the final piece
of artwork_ To think of this as simply the entirety of this story would diminich the
fruth from all that there is to comvey. It is more than just 2 pictaore, but 3 story of
heartache strurgle and 8 multde of life’s blessines to which one may mever
fully koo

Behind the scenes, Satan would attack, lying in wait ready to swike another
blowr. When it seemed there conldn’t be any more things that conld punyme] my
into deeper darkness. Each time, from my koees, my cries would resonate to
heaven; each time, God would give me repewed strength fo carmy on. Each ome T
drewr closer to Him

Tust zs I told myy stadents pot to fear Math (the drazon), so nmst we not fear the
dewil; for whom shall we fear if we have God? Yet, we should not be ignorant of
his power and deceitful natore. “For we wreestle not against flesh and blood, but
aEainst princpalities, aewinst powers, agminst the rulers of the daorkness gf this
warld, aEainst spivitual wickedwess in high places "-Eph. 5:12

Whenever there was doubt about the effectivensss of the light within God
would send 3 confimmation. These would be the moments that will be cherished

Cme of the many beantiful memories was when one of my stodents findshed
his end of semester review package we Called, Dragon Flippers. The purpose was
io tie m all the units of the semester into a Bip-review package and to also allow
students who might not have been as mathematically inclimed fo shine thronzh
their artwork, which was requited on the cowver. It was part of our end of semester
review. Before the student handed his in, be pulled me aside o tell me something
that will fiorever e with me. He told of how he had stmaggled with his own de-
mons, and that throush the lizht God had allowed fo shine thronzh me, he fonnd a
new purpose. 4 new reason to bive. Tf you had kmowm this younz man. you would
hawe pever gnessed that be wonld have such inner turmadl. He was the model -
dent; always on tme with his work, an “A” student, and a5 gracious as they come.
He then handed me his project. As T fought to regain my composure, I locked
upoa the picture of 3 young man facing a nurmor. In the reflection was an angry
dragon looking back. Inside the package he showed a pictorial description of
Ephesians §:14-17, snd how he had used the ammor of God to bartle this demon.
He then continned. He =xid that ke would not be retuming to High School but
would finish his stmdies at oane since his family felt the public school eaviron-
ment was not healthy for his wellbeing, He went oo to share how he had read
many of my devotonals and that because of those writings, he knew that God
wanted him to do in life. “Mr Tron, I want to thank you for helping me to see
the demon within me and to show me how to defeat him. Yoo have been the best
teacher I have ever known.” The flood gates opened as I watched himn leave room
3212 through tesr stamed eyes, never fo refam.

The reason God sent me to Watanga Hizgh School would pever leave my
thoughis. Each day, after the pledee of allegiance, [ would pray to God for gud-
ance, sirength, and wisdom. Behind me, a legion of His angels was there to pro-
tect and comfort me. For if it were not true, I wonld have never made it. Today, as

the rams fall all around it is as if those same angels were crying, knowing that the
place to which T had been called hias found 3 way to push me oat. In their monm-
ing myy sounl is once agam warmed: their conipassion, a representation of God's
unending love, soothes the rough edges of my broken heart. Mo longer wall The
shle to stand before all those woubled teens to comvey to them God's love, through
ooy own, by frying to help them in their life’s joumey.

Early before school began during the last week of school when the moming sky
had wet to awaken, another tonching moment ocourred. One of our EC teachsrs
pulled me aside and shared what one of my students had sxid to her when he had
heard the news of my leaving Watanga. In his words, she said, be conldn’t under-
stand why they would be getting rid of Mr. Tron, when I was the only reason, he
(the smdent) made it through bdath 2. She continued to tell me that the young man
was considering dropping ont of school. But once be began fo do well in Math,
he realirzed that if he could do that, then he could handle anything alze that was
requirad to praduats. She then said what touched her the most, when he szid, “We
need more teachers like Mr Tron,™ he told ber in 2 very solemn tone. Once more,
the tears began to fow as my beart knew the souggles the younz man had faced,
bavth in the classroom and at home.

Stories like this one and the conntless others made the door clesing all the more
painfil. We are bt of the flesh, and with that, we are wesk. To know that our Sav-
ior has prepared for us a new path is comforting, but it doesn’t make it buot aoy
lezs. When a door slams on your finger, the momentary pain is almost blinding;

when a door slams oo your hear, it bemoans your spirit to the core, drving you to
yvour knees. It is from there, kneeling on the floor that we st seek Him maost.

Like those dry-erase markers with which the dragon had been drawn, the image
conild have aasily bopn erased 5o too are we here for a short ime 35 3 mere wisp
of smoke, here for 3 moment in time and then gone “Fherear ye ow not what
skall be on the morrow. For what 15 your [ffe” It iz even a vapor, that appeareth
Jor a little tivee, amd then vanizheth away "-Tames 4:14. To those we enconnfer
we have but one chance to share with them the purpose for which we are called.
Wany times, we are umaware of the role or the effect we've had, as God is work-
ing through us, such that on the rare occasion we are fold of these influences, then
we o knew of how nmich we are needed in this dark world.

Another heart-wrenching moment was when the smdents were saving goodbye
afier I had shared with them the rest of the story behind the drazon; how that I
was sent there by God and that God was now leading me on. The young man told
of how he had been in a deep dark pit, and because of what I had said to him, be-
yond the limitations of the state’s standards for Math be had been saved. Qnuckly
I remimded him that it wasn't me, but rather, God speaking through me.

I remember the day of which he spoke vividiy:

He was one of those students who had extremme anxiety for courses in which he
struggled; hiath was the worst. Om one of the days in which not oaly was Math
causing him to question himself he had slso been going through a spirtual battle,
When my co-teacher came to the room and beckoned me to the hallway, I was
more than a little concerned. She then shared with me how be had called for me
and how he had told ber he was lost without hope. As my fpotsteps carried me to
the room where e Lav, I prayed to God to give me the words o speak; there was
o mannal, there was no guidance for this sont of thing; yet, 2ll T conld think was
simiply to rely on God, His Holy Word, and that He would spesak throngh me. As
those prayvers were lifted, 8 surge of what felt like electrical enerzy pulsated from
ny kead to ooy toes.

Looking back, I know in ny beart that the Holy Spint was with ns that day.
When I ppened the door, the youne man was lying in the fetal position. His cheeks
were stained fiom tears. As I walked in, he slowly sat up and thanked me for
comming. I don't remember the words that were said, I don't know all that God had
worked through me, all I know is that from that day forward, there was an obwvious
change in the youngz msan’s demeanor in ooy classroom. Froom that day forward, it
was a5 if be had been bom again,

It was just one of many stories that ranspired over the past three years.

Ome cannot leok back and move forward.

In the end the dragon stood for more than & parallel o Math 45 we leam
Bevelatons 12, the red dragon represents Satan, who chased the woman (the
chuarch). wio had a child (Jesus). The dragon mied to kill the woman and her
child, but the earth protected her. God becomes our protector in all things shonld
we Choose to believe. “dnd wihew the dragon saw that be was cas? unto the earth,
ke persecuted the woman which Broughi forth the man child. And fo the woman
warg given fwo wings of a great eagle, that she might fiy into the wildemess, into
her place, where she 15 nowrizhed for a time, and times, and halfa fime, fhom
the face af the serpant. And the serpent cast ouf gf his mowuth water az a flood
qfter the womean, that ke might cauze her to be carried away of the food. And the
earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth and swallowed up the
Slood which the dragon cazt out gf his mouth. _And the dragon war wroth with the
wiomah, and want fo make war with the remant af her seed, which beeps the com-
mandments qf (rod, and kave the festimon)y gf Jesus Cheise. "-Bev. 12:13-17

For mamy of my sdents they realizad that the dragon also stood for their shil-
ity to conguer any fear, including that of Satan. Their balief or unbelief was never
gquestioned, rather, the light was present for all to see. In our walk, we can either

confinwed on page 42
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Burke County Public Schools

Freedom Names Zimmerman

as Boys Basketball Coach r e

Cheryl . Shuffler -

Fresdom High School Prncipal Casey Fogers an- A
nounces Clint Zimmerman is slated to be the Pamiots new [
boys basketball coach. Zimmerman has 11 years of teach- §8
ing and coaching experience af Freedom  Fimmenman y
grew up in Burke County and graduated from Freedom
Hizh School m 2003. He played basketball and baseball
at Freedom as well a5 in college at Rommoke Colleps,
where he majored in history,

Zimrmerman met with the Freedom boys baskethall team today. He zaid, “The
easiest part about this ransition is the cultore has already been established. We
hawe a great gronp of retarners that know wiat being a part of this program
means. Chir expectations are pretty simple: be on tme, be prepared, never criticize

& reammste and represent Freedom on and off the coant.™

Before accepting the positon, Zimmerman said he falked with his wife, Becca,
and the Freedom coaching staff He said, “My first reacoon was to alk with my
wife and make sure this was something that would be good for our family, for me
ber support and her thoughts and concems were the most importsnt factor m the

whole process. My next reaction was to reach out to Coach
Shade, Coach Moves, and Coach Scoft and maks sure that
those guys were going to stay on board. They all do such a
great job and make such a difference in the program. [ think
Coach Fogers will be the first one to =1l you that we couldn’t
hawe accomplished the things we have over the years without
ml?

Zimmerman follows Bogers as head boys basketball coach.
r Puogers, who coached for 13

wears, was named principal at
Freedom on May 31. Zimmer-
man szid he learned a lot from
working under Fogars and looks
forward to contiming the tradi-
tion of Pairiot Pride. He said “T
kave besn very formnate o work
for Coach Fogers; he has poared
sp much of himself into this pro-
gram and all the young men that
hkave come throngh over the past
13 vears. Working under someone
that has been as successiul as
be has been and continmes to be,
teaches you a ot about the inpor-
tance of organiration, preparation
and developing relationzhips with the youmg men in the lncker
room. But honestly, I think the most important lesson that I
hawve leamed as a player and as 3 coach is the Freedom basket-
ball program is not and has never been shout one persom, it's
nmch bigger than that. “Pammiot Pride’ is 2 real, fangible thing
that was created 45-plas years ago and something that we will
confimae to build upon.™

Zinumerman is the son of Jobhn and Eathie Zimmerman
the grandson of Betty Dandels and son-in-law of Bryan and
Alami Curtis. He and his wife, Becca, a connselor st Mountam
View Elementary School, have three children, Luke, Will, and
Emvma Finvmerman said cutzide of school e loves spend-
ing time with his farmily. He said, “This job takes a lot of time
away from my family and puts a Lot of exira responsibiliies
on my wife. S0 my biggest hobby is spending time with them
We like to got together with my parents and my in-laws and
grill out or put together a big meal on the weekends and play
with the kids. Becca has been unbelievably supportive, and I
could not take on this job without her. She knows how nmach
Freedom baskertball mesns to me and she is proud o be a part
of the Freedom family. Luke, Will, and Emma love coming
fo the zames and they, along with my parents are nrv bizgest
supporters.”™

Fogers said “Coach Zimmerman is a nanrzl choice to lead
the men's baskefhall team here at Freedom and to contimie
on with the great radition that is Freedom basketball. Tam
excited gbout him faking the helm. He has 3 sreat vision for
the program and 2 passion for students o sncceed on and off
the court.™

Chint Zimmerman

Cheryl Shyffier is the Public Relations Officer for the Burke
County Public School System.
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* Lozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifls,
Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » 82B-559-2700
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Crossword
ACROSS
1 the shoulder. and the two

cheeks, andthe _ (Deut
18:3) KIV

4 the nurth of the wicked1s
{Job 20:3)

9 a nun and a desclate waste
from Migdolto  (Ezek
20:10)

14 son of Seth (Gen 4:26) KIV
16 You will mcrease my honer
and comforf me once (P
71:21)

18 the tongue can no man :
1t 15 an 11.u.n111.r evil (James 3-8)
19 ]:nr-::n_]ecule (Job 41:26)

20 who dnnk too much wine or

themselves on meat (Prov
23 '\J:r:]

11 zald to David, "Am |
, that you come at me = (1.3)

{1 Sam 17:43)

2 not leave your post; calmness
can lay great  to rest (Eccl
10:4)

24 Let death take my enenues
by (Ps33:13)

26 we lar:u:ied at mLyecia
(Acts 27 :]

28 my ears have heard the
of my wicked foes

2:11)
3( the cedar and the acacia. the
__ and the olive (Isa 41:19)
Blwillgivelnm  fromall
hiz ensmies (1 Chr 22:9%
36 they are not plagued by hu-
man ___ (Ps 73:3)
39 hail ike pebbles Who can

“(Ps

withstand his  blast? Pz
147:17)

40 chanots and their drvers;
horses and therr _ wall fall
(Hag 2:22)

42 Come and the works of
the LOED I‘:P's 46:8)

43 Joseph's second sonwas
{(Gen 41:31)

45 opposite to windward side
{naut.) (Acts 27:16)

46 consider their threats and
your servants to speak (Acts™
4:29)

48 he that endureth to the
shall be saved (Matt 10:22) KTV
405aul  Ius thouwsands, and
David lus ten thousands (1 Sam
29:3)

50 Master, we know that
true (Matt 22:16) KTV

51 Thisistheonel  : he who
13 humble and contmite in spirit
(Isa 66:2)

54 The fear of the LOED
length to life (Prov 10:27)

56 thisisthe  of Dawid's
nughty men: Jashobeam (1 Chr
11:11)

59 a hion, mughty among beasts,
who  before nothing (Prov
30:30)

63 whoever breaks through a

It

wall may be
10:8)

63 saw them. and told
Abzalom |1 3)(2 Sam 17:18)
(ETV)

66 a servant girl named came
to answer the door (Actz 12:13)

by a snake (Eccl

68 David became a  after kall-
mg Geolath
62 was in the that 15 called

Patmos (Rev 1:9)

70 The zecond son of Ishmael (1
Chron 1:2%)

71 He on the ground, and
made clay of the spittle (John 9:6)
EIV

12 Each one 15 to gather as nmich
ashe  (Exodus 16:16)

13 fightmg men who voluteerad

to serve m the i1 Chron
12:38)
74 3z soom as heard that

Jesus was comung {John 11:20)

DOWN

| Danius the  took over the
kmgdom (Dan 3:31)

2 Doyouhave like
God's, and can your voice (2.3)
(Job 40:9)

3Itell you, donot  about
yvour life, what you will eat (Luke
17277

5 all our ighteous acts are like
filthy _ (Isa 64:6)
65ityehere while  and
pray yonder { 1.2) (Matt 26:36)
KJ"I-T

! They will turn thew
from the trath (2 Tim 4:4)
8 Jesus used this  of speech,
but they did not understand (John
10:6)

10 Jesus bent downand 1o
write on the ground (John 8:6)
[1 from the of Egvpt to the
Euphrates River (2 Kings 24:7)
12 one of the mmor Gad Testa-
ment prophets

13 Then Abram set out and con-
tmued toward the (Gen 12:9)

15 O afflicted city,  lashed by
a.uli not comforted (Isa 54:117
17 Bioman emperor (34-68 A D)
23 putch datk, withouta _ of
brightness (Amos 5:20)

25 Therefore these days were
ta]led

(Est 9:36)
_"-‘? boils of Egypt and with -
miors, festering sores and the
(Deut 28:27)
29 Whoso1s
observe these things
I-I}" 43)

31 Assoon as the gramis ____he
p11t'= the sickle to it (Mark 4:29)
32 dressed n fine lmen and play-
mg cymbals, harps and (2
Chren 5:12)
3£ Go, __ everything you have
and give to the poor (Mark 10:21)

away

. from the word pur

. angd wll
(Ps

COFYRIGHT 2019

35 the woman saw that the
fint of the  was good for
food (Gen 3:6)

37Thave netther  on
usury, nor men have lent to me
(Jer 15:10)

38 Labans’ oldest danghter
[Geu 20:16-17)

40 In your majesty  forth
victoriously in behalf of truth
(Ps 45:4)

:-'-‘. patch from a new garment

and 1t on an old one (Luke
5:36)
43 they will long to die, but
death will _ them (Bev 9:6)
228 The are a people not
itf::-ug (Prov 30:23)

] We a ship from Adra-

mvmum m about to sail {Acts
27:2)

49 the carpenters, and the |
were departed from Jerusalem
(Jer 20 KJV

51 the king was attracted to
___ more than to any of the
other (Est 2:17)

52 the two sons of . Hophm
and Phimehas, the priests (1

p——

SISLEWDRDGAKMES. COM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Sam 1:3)

53 that may be eaten must
the blood (Lev 17:13)
55ahghtshingma  place,
until the day dawns {2 Peter 1:19)
57 a man plans his course, but the
LOFD determunes iz (Prov
16:9%

58 the father of Abram. Nahor and
Haran (Gen 11:26)

60 Salvation 13 found in ne cne
., tor there 13 no other name
(Acts 4:12)

61 we s.p-end OUT years as a
that 15 told (Ps 90-9)

62 with soap and my hands with
washing iJob 9:300

63 they are all mute dogs, they
cammot  (Isa 36:10)

&4 write 1t befors them m a table,
and 1t m a book (Isaiah 30:8)
67 one of the twelve tribes of Israel
(Ex 1:3-4)

out

Solution on page 14
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Don't lgnore God. There is a Hell!
By Dr. Mark Craech

There 15 a mater that somewhat affiicts oy spir:
every day. It is the observation that so many of the
peopla with whown I associate hardly ever give God
& thomght. When it comes to the way they live, God
iz nof A part of the eguatton. Mot only do they never
threk of him, funless throan into some mauble from
which their abilifies can’t resows then') ar they don't
faar him,

There iz a final destinztion for people ke this: hell
Sammel Gordoa cnce wrote: “Philosophically there tomst be a bell, Thar is the
nzmne for the place where God is not; for the place whare they will gather togethar

who mnsist on leaving God out. God ont! There can be vo worse kell than that!™

The beloved Chrisoan wrtter, MMax Lucado, stanmanzed the greatest bomor of
hell He wrote, “Crod isn't there ™

Certatuly, kell is the just desems of those who owe God for every zood thing m
Iifie bt want nothing to do with him or his ways.

Hall 1z raal It's not simply 2 state of being the Bible descrbes it as a place
of consciomsnass (Lk. 16:23 24, a placs of etamal torroent [Tk 16:23, 28). a
place of darkness,
(Mt 8:12), a place
of efemal separa-
ftow from loved
ones wha believed
(Lk. 13:28), a placs
withour the slight-
est hope of relief or
raleaza (Wi 2544,
Hab 6:2). and a
place of regret and
TOITINgLE MSmoTy
(Lk. 1627, 28).

A few moaths
ago, [spokewitha
woman who told me
her busband had a realistc and temifying dream about crossing a river oo valley.
Zhe zatd he waprt for 3 half bour afrerward. In the dream. there were demon spircs
that blinded svd mansformed people intp wicked beings themselies, who conse-
quently blinded athers, all of whom wers anslaved forsver

I falt the dream bad spinmual signficance and explained thar it matched much
of what the Bible says about dreams with divins messages. the devil, demonic
influsncas, spinmal blindness, sin, and judzment Tuarged both of them to act on
the dreami’s biblical maszaze and be sure of a right ralanonshop with God thaough
Jesus Chrizt However, I don't think either of them has decided amything on the
mafmer

Their simation remdndad me of a story from the Eighreenth Cannuory about 2
resident fronn Glasgow, Sootland, whose name was Archrbald Bovie

Bovie was a leading member of an erganization called “The Hell Club™ The
club was well-known in its dav for its immioral excesses.

Cioe night after much debawchery at thair aumual meeting, Boyle dreamed that
be was nding home oo kiz black borse, when an unknoam Gzare appeared fom
nowheare, saized the reins from kim shoutng, “You mwust go with me.™

o o atberupt to wrest back the reins, the borse rearad, and Boyle fall, down,
down, with ever-increasing velocity. Ha looked and next to hom was the fearful
sttendant wheo had commandsered bis borse away from hing Booyls cried o,
“Where ars you taking me?" To which the unrelenting entity replied, “To hell ™

Whan they reached kell's floor, Bovie said he inunediately beard achoss fom
the grozns snd vellms of fancc evalry.
He entered through a grand archway,
where he saw hell's inhabimnrs chas-
ing the same sinfal pleasaras they
had parsuad in life, but were now [iks
phsuboms.

Bovie spon perceived e was sur-
roundad by people he had known oo
earth There was a woman an acguain-
tance who was shsorbed in a card game
of gambling. When he saw this, ha
ralaxed and said “If this 1= hell, what
3 devilisk pleasans place it must be”
When ke procesded o ask the woman
if she moizh provide 3 tour of bell's
pleasuges, she shreked: “THERE I5 20
REST IN HELL"!"

The woman then vwclazped the vest
of her expensive robe and displaved o
Bovle's shnddenng gaze a codl of Iving
snakes, writhing, daring. and songing
her bosom - the very seat of bhar sroo-
fons and affectons.

Crithers whomn he keew m bell also
revealad similar pangs of the soul, ut
worse stll, ke witnessad a2 hopaless ago-
oy of regrer in evervone They lauzhed,
szng and spoke reverantly, just as

Care For All Ages!

Extended Hours
At All Three
Offices!

Bakersville
688-2104

canfinwed on page 47

Glenwood Baptist Church

Something To Think About
Feal JOY

By Diennis Love

MeDoweall Coungy

Where does 2 person find rezl joy? Listen to what the

Bible zays in the following versas,

“Though vou have wot seen Him, you fove Him and even
rhough yvou do naf see Him now, you belfeve in Him and are
Slied with an inexpressible and glovons JOT™ (1 Peter 1:8)
“Tlebernizh said, "Go and @yiay choice food and sweer drinks, and send tome to
rhaze wie have rothing prepared This day is holy fo our Zord. D nof griave,
Jor the JOT of the Lord is your stremzrh. * (Mebemizh 8:10%

"For the kingdom af God iz not g marter of eanng and drinkng, but of righteous-
nars, peace, and JOT in the Haly Soerit ™ (Fomans 14:17)

“Mey the God gf hope 71 vou with ail JOY and peace az vou mrust in Him. So that
yau way overfiow with hope by the power af the Hely Sperit © (Bomans 15:13)

“Showt alowd and zing for JOT. peopie of Zien, for greai is the Haly One of Israel
among ver " (Isaiah 12063

Wost of us wonld say that the best explanation of JOY cones from the word
itself by using it as a0 acrostic,

Tha T i JOY represents Jesus,

Thea & o JOY represants others.

Tha Y in JOV represents yoi

Therefore, if vou want to experience real JOT, put Jasus first, othars pext and
then voursalf lazt
Here's sompething to think sbout. Let’s use another acrosic for real lasting joy.

Tha Jin JOY reprasents Jesus,

The & in JOY represants zaro or nothing
Tha Y in JOY represents you

According to the Bible kera is the real forminla for JOY Feal TOY 1= found
when “Mothing™ comes betwesn “Tesns™ and “You”

J--—-Tesus
O-—-Mothing
T--—-Tou

If auyrhing is standing bevwean yvou and Tesus, thea vour TOY will not be coum-
pletz. Feal IO iz Fesus, Mothing apd You'! How's vour JOY these days?

Dy Dgniniz Love i the Senior Pasitor at Glemwood Baprizr Church in Maron, NC.
He and ki wife Fiekr have been married for aimes:t 39 years and they have baen
i Marion for aimoess 5 years. They have rwo sons and three grandchildren.

Spruce Pine
766-7778

Celo
675-4116

warw brcnews com
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Dedication to God's Work
By Paricia Jackson
Rutherford County

Psalm 27:4 tells us that Diavid desires of the Lord and
that he will sesk afiter, “that I may dwall in the houze gff
the Lord all the days gf my jfe”. The tone of this Psalm
iz contemplation. The experience of the poodness and
prextmess of (od made David think abowt how wonder-
fual it is fo seek Him and to experience His Prasence. “To
behold the besuty of the Lord™; David knew thers was :
beauty in the nanre snd preseace of God. When we meditate upon all of God's
marvelous ways, His beauty is revealed to us. David wanted to “inguire in His
ternple”. Tho we have 3 desire to spend tme with Him in worship, in God’s hoase,
and with God's people? When we think abount that question, what should have
grexter valne and priority in our lives than that we would dwell forever in the
housze of the Lord? This life will soon be past, and it is only those things that are
done for Christ that are efernal

From David's Psalms, prayers, and work, we find be iz tuly dedicated to buoild-
ing the templs and serving God. So what 1= dedication? The primary factor be-
hind a sucoessfiol person or completion of a project is hisher level of dedication
which signifies the commimment of a person fowards achieving objectives and life
goals. What constitwtes our personal dedicaton to sere God?

1 A decision to serve God,

1) Deedication to serving God,

3} Diiscipline in onr personal lives and m our prayer lives, and

4) Devotion o God fo fulfill His plans and works m our life; works He has led
us to do for the benefits of Christsnity. We should have this kind of commitment
=0 that His works can be accomplished through us, His servants.

We know Dlavid desited to bnild 3 temple for God, however, in 2 Sanme]
Chapter 7:12-13, God assured Dawid He would allow his son Solomon “to bnild a
bousze for by name”_ In the fourth year of Solomon’s reign. be began to build the
houze of the Lord. His father Diawid had already begun collecting mamy items thar
wionild be used in the Temple, and afier seven vears, it was complete. Solomron
fulfilled the promise God made to David that his son would build this Temple.
Solomon acknowledged God’s greamess, nsing the best materizls and items m the
ternple. Fast as Solomon, we need to have the same attifude today as we serve the
Lord in our personal bives, giving the Lord our best and working to bring howot to
our Lord snd Savior. He is wornthy of our best efforts!

Parricia Jackzon i1 the dzsistan? Teacher for the Ladies Class at Redeemed Frec
Will Bapiist Church, Glamwood, NC. She &5 a grant writer for non-prafiis, a pub-
lizshed author and refired Nurzing Home Admmisirater. She ives in Rutherford
Couniy with her husband,

L&B FURNITURE

Independence Day

Visit our new website - landbfurmiturestore. com

A painted turite? Can’t be, my som thought.
Cleaming out his parden, e had tossed aside an
unusual object that cansed him fo forn aroand
and look azain That's when he saw movement.
Drusting it off, he discovered a little painted turtle.
So he created a small bouse to protect his newlhy
foumd freasurs.

MNomm was tmy withont too moch color when we met him.  But some time later,
he had amazingly increased in size and color. Because our son cared, this slow-
moving repiile experienced a re-birth, so to speak. Otherwise, away from a water
spurce, his life would have been cut short.

Febirth. We hear about it in Christian circles quite 3 bir.

It's a mystery, in one sense of the word, because it is a supemaniral gift of God
to those who believe in Tesus Christ as the way, the truth, znd the life. He then
gives eternal life to all who pat their faith in Him along with abundant life in the
heare and now.

Omce born azain (rebirth}, ransformation takes place from the meides oot Old
ways are gones and new ones are formed. As it says in 2 Connthisns 5: 17, WLT,
"Thiz means that amyone who belongs to Christ has become o new parson. The
ald ljfe is zone; a new ijfe kas begun. ™

On 3 nations] level, on July 4, 1776, our Declaration of Independence sisnaled
the kirth of 3 new nation under the banner of dependsnce on Almighty God. It
was A costly hirth for many who paid dearly with their lives. We are the recipients
of their valor and faith.

Cnir country bas been a world leader, setting the pace with Godly valnes and
encourazging the dreams of many with vision and hope.

Binr, the anchor of America’s faith has becoms unmoored, and the tes that have
made her great have loosened It is exactly why our foumding fathers knew that if
this nation was to be great, it needed to be rooted in faith, family and freedom or
all our other freedoms were at risk I we truly want to be a preat nation we must
each honor God

Proverbs 14:34 says “Righfsousness exalis a nation. ™

It took tme to slide down the slippery slope of decline. And like a furila’s
slow, bt steady plodding, it will take time o climb back up. But, with faith in
Almighty God, it can be done, and our tme colors will shine. Selsh

BLOOMING SPARETERS
By Ken & Jan Merop

There’s nothing like Fourth of July celebramons
1o get onr Rearts ponmding.
The chorus of ‘eolt’s and ah %' iz Gke
an wnrehearsed choir naturally dlending.
B, it doesn’t have fo happen once a year.

Let yeur garden colorfully explede with Blooms
that muriure durt same delighe. . yer withont a sound.
Let your heart explode in the wonder gf God’s ereaton.
Let the “ooh’s and al’s” begin!

“In the beginning God created. . and Gad saw that if was good. "
Greneziy 1- 1 and 125, NEJV

Ean and Jan love residing in the mowniains of Avery Coungy. Fizit Jan's new bieg
il pauseandconsidernel, Journgying with Jan; and Ken's photos at kenmeroppho-
fograpiy.cam. kenmeropphofograpin: com ix currently gff-line.  But Kom's photos
can sl be seen af ben-merop plogls com.

Check out our Website
www.brcnews.com

Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC
(828) 652-7667 "nin g it And find us on Facebook
worw. brenews com July 2019 - Blue Bidge Christian Mews page 440



Burke United Christian Ministries

Dravid Burleson
Burke County

Summer is 8 busy time 5t the Burke United Chrisman
Ministries (BUCK) since there is an increased need for
food and clothing doe to children being home snd not
attending school. BUCH has already seen an increase
in the mumber eating in cur soup kitchen picking wp food
in the paniry, and receiving clothes in our clothing closet.
There are several oppornmities for members of our >
comnmnity o be involved at BUCK and provide assistance during the summer
momths,

Cme of our graatest needs is fond to be distributed in our food pantry:. Domg a
food drivve for BUCH daring the summer months would be greatly appreciated.
BUCK also meeds gently used clothes, shoes, and new underwesar to be dismib-
uted in the clothing closet, especially as we prepare to provide clothes and shoes
for students petting ready to go back to school

Shop in the BUCH Saved for vou Clothing, Thrift, and Craft Store. The store
will be having a special Christmas sale in Toly. This provides those who love
decorsting for Chrismmas a bead start on decorations for Chrisnnas 2019, Be sure
o come by and see 8l the beautiful crafis our elves have crafied.

Your help is definitely needed as a voluntesr! Ac we all know, voluntesrs are an
exsenfial piece to every oTganization m our country and this is especially tree for
BUCHM. Year after year, volonteers confribute time and enerpy to sssist our minis-
Ty in meeting the nesds of others. During the last fiscal year, wvolonteers st BUTCM
gave 42,112 hours of their ime to belp and encourage others. People vohmtesr
for many different reasons, but one of the major rezsons is to make 3 differenca
in the lives of others. There are many such opporunites at BUCH o assist those
who nead 2 hand up.

The Burke United Christian Minismies wonld like to iovite you to pariner with
our sty and serve with us. Here are some volunieer oppornmities for vou to
consider:

Fopod Hamvesting — Going to local procery stores and restsurants to pick up
donated food.

Clothing Closet — Mew oppormumity — Asgist chients in our clothing closet
as they shop with 8 clothing vowcher The sorial workers write up a clothing
voucher that allows the clienf to shop. Vohmtsers assist clients and then tally up
their selection. Mo money is exchanged.

Sorting, Inspecting, and Hanging — Inferested in being behind the scemes of the
clothing closet or Saved for You Clothing Store? Voluntest to prepare items for
the sales floor or clothing closet.

‘Warehmse — Unload, sort and organize perishable and non-perishable food
items. Assistin siocking the Food Panmy. Help keep the warehouss, freezers, and
refrimerators organized.

Clerical Suppori— Assist with production of newsletters, bulk mailings flyers
and more.

Front Window — Check clients fnto the minigtry and preet thoce who need as-
sistance.

Life Ennchiment Center Voluntesr — Assist stodents as they work on their GED,
fake ESL Lessoms, navigate the WEB, work oo their financial budget, or develop
their finanrial budget

Willing to do whatever or being on~call — Is your veluniesr time flexibla? Are
yon interested i just being called on in a time of need? VWohimteer to be called on
when the donations are plenty or support is needed inn the food pantty, clothing
closet, dining room, front office, or anywhere in the minisoy. We are especially n
need of an on-call soup kitchen team for dmes when something comes up for the
scheduled team or in times of bad weather.

Whantng o veluntesr or find ot more abowt BUCK. just give me a call st (B28)
433-B075, email me at bucmditecton@gmail com, or come by for 2 visit and let's
falk abont how you can make a difference with BUCK.

As we have stated many times, our mindsmy is sironger becaase of the support
and participation of our vohmteers, board, and staff. A special thank you to the
fellowing retiring board members:
= &ir. Mfark Fostan
= M. Brad Armowood

Your contimed support and encouragement have been greathy
appreciated

Bemember that our ministry is here to assist those in Burke
County who need a hand up and we ask that vou consider being
part of what we do for others

Ixnvid Burleson is Direcifor qf Burke United Cheiztian Mimiziries

—aaaa

828-652-4525

McDowell County Farm Bureau
21 Buncombe St
Marion, M.C, N 28752
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Independence Day

4ih of Tuly Webquest - ANSWERS fom page 18

1. Some people think that we should celebrate on Faly 2nd because that was the
day that the delegates acmally voted on the Declaration of Independence.

2. The Libenty Bell was ning on July 8th, 1776, It was mng on this day to honor
the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence.

3. John Adame, Thomss Tefferson, and Tames Monroe, sll presidewts and founding
fathers, died om Faky 4th-

4. Artillery salutes were a key festure of the sarliest indspendsnce day celebra-
tioas. This event stopped happening as cannons fell out of use in the late 19th
CETUTY.

5. On Faly 4th, 1777, Congress authorized fireworks for 4ih of Faly celebrations.
6. The largest firework display on the 4th of Tuly can be found i Mew York City.
7. True - when the Fevolntionary War broke out in 1775, not all colonists desired
independence.

E. The Virginia delegate, Fichard Henrv Lee, infrodnced the moton calling for
independence,

0. Thomnss Teffersom wrote the majority of the Declaration of Independence.

10. Massachusaits became the first state to make Tuly 4th an official state holiday.

394 East Main 5t.
Burnsville, NC

Call the agents who call
North Carolina home.

FARM |
BUREAU

INSURAMCE

1 ——

i
SRR Auio-Heme Lide- Health: Bank

=
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choose to sioply follow the law, or we can provide more than being the shell of a
being living in 3 world of flesh; we can choose to be the light

So it 1s, with this jowrney upon which I trod, answerning His call to march
onward, seeking that new shors. Yes, this may be the last dragon, but the story
doasn’t end. When thiz path bepan nearly five vears ago, those fatefil words con-
fimae fo ring m oy ears today, “Wherever you s3y t0 g0, Lord, T wall follow.™

When it is vour time to apswer the call, choose vour words carefully, for God
will surely lead you to places you never dreamed and becanse of Him working
through yon, you will achieve things you never immagime. It will not be easy. There
will be moments of incomprehensible pain, jast as there will be times of unspeak-
able jo.

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, evidence of things unsesn,” and in
that, we will abways find comfprt.
Let ws not dwell on things of the past awy more than with which to inspire ns
toward a better path in the fifure.
Epep all those in prayer who have had their joumey’s door close and nowar are
swaiting the next ope to open; for m the waiting, there will be leaming and hope.
Thanks be o God.

Timathy W Trom fves i Clellersmille, NC. with iz family. He is the former
Director of the Trail of Faith in Faldeze, where he sl volunteers and helps with
fours. He now feaches Math full fime af Wateura High School in Boone. He i
the author gff a mew Chriztian sevies, "Childmen gf the Light. ™ with the firsf book
being, “Bruecke fo Hemven, " and kiz recent book, baing the second, "Tha Light
i the Darkness. ™ He is an active blogger, artist, and musician. TTmothy also kas
a BSEE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker: He can be reachad at rwiran@iive com

CAROLINA  FLOORING

A Christian Owned Business

WE ARE COMMITTED TO HELPING OUR
CUSTOMERS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS BY

PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY FLOORING
SERVICES

OUR HARDWORKING TEAM CAN TAKE CARE OF ALL
YOUR FLOORING NEEDS!

006 W Union 5t
Morganton, NC 28655

Telephone: (828) 475-1192

BCPS Leaders to Take on
New Assignments

By Cheryl Shuffier
Burke County

Burke County Public Schools is pleased to aonoance
district for the upcorming 201 9-20 schoal year

Burks Ceonmty Public Schools Superimtendent Tir. Larmy g
Pumam zzid, “We are excited abour the oppormnities
these talented educstors have to advance their careers and
tzke on new positicns. The nesd to fill these openings arose from retirements, Tes-
ignations, and advancements, and since Burke County Public Schools attemipts to
promote qualified candidates from within, it created 3 domino effect. Change can
be difficuls, but it also is exciting. I am confident each of thess moves will help
our school system continne fo grow snd achieve academucally.”

This mest recent round of announcements sterns from openings created when
Diirector of Advanced Learning and Innevatoen, Eathy Amos, was named the
superintendent of Yancey County Schools; Angie Hensley, who was owver child
nuirition. took 2 positon i the private sector; and the duties of Diebbie Jenmimes
who is currently taking on a dual role with Sacondsry Educstion and Caresr and
Technical Education were divided

As previously anmoumeed, Christe Abemathy is the new Director of Advanced
Leaming and Innovation; Daniel Wall is the new Director of Child Nutrition, and
Felicia Simmons is the new Director of Secondary Education. By Simmons taking
over one of the dnal roles Fennings has, Jermings now will be able to focns her
role solely on Career and Technical Education and workmg with Dr. Pamam and
Burke County Public Schools’ parmers i education, such as Western Piedmont
Conpmmity Collepe and Burke Development, Inc., to develop a more educated
workforce in Burke County. Simmons will be able to fioous solely oo owersesing
Curmiculhum and Instmaction of the district’s middle and hizh schools.

Abemathy. Wall and Sinvnons” replacements are as follows:
= Abernathy's replacement at Liberty Middle School iz Brett Wilson, current prin-
cipal st Walter Tohnson Middle School

= Wall's replacement af Valdese Elementary School is Charles Williams, corment
principal at MMountain View Elementary School.

- Smmons’ at Freedom High School is Casey Rogers, ommeaft as-
sistant principal and head basketball coach at Freedom. Fogers will step down as
basketball coach and name his replacement at a Later date.

The following individuals also have pew assigmments for the 2019-20 school year:

= Lora Austin has been named Principal of Walter Johnson Middie School. She is
Principal at East Burks hMiddle School.
= Epith Fecker has been named Prncipal of Easr Burke Middle School. He is
Principal at Drexel Elemventary School.
= Jezzie (Gravel has been named Prncipal of Drexel Elementary School. She is As-
sistant Principal at Direxcel and Glen Alpine elementary schools.
= Christie Mchiahon has been named Principal of Mountain View Elementary
School 5he is Principal 3t WA Young Elementary School.
= Jeannie Jandrew kas been named Prncipal of WA, Young Elementaty School.
She iz Prncipal ar George Hildebrand Elementary Schaol.
= Erin Whll has been named Principsl of Gecrge Hildebrand Elementary School.
She 15 Assistant Principal at Walter JTohnson Bdiddle School
= (ringer Stinsom has been named Principal of Salem Elementary School. She is
As=zistant Principal at Parton High School
* Boly Acord has been named Director of Transportation; Acord is the A ssistant
Ancgiliary Services Director and is replacing John Cansler, who is retiring.

= Eevin Hercn has been named Assistant Avwdliary Sernvices Director Heron is the
CuITent MAintensnCe SOPeTvisor.

= Jonells Bobak is the new Markenng and Commnnicatnions Specialist for Burke
County Public Schools. Bobak comes to the school system after having spent the
lzst fiour vesars as & noltimedia joarnalist at The Mews Herald.

The new principal assignments take effect on July 1, 2019,

cmfsmm:ms the Public Relations Qfficer for the Burke County Public School

Breakfast = Lunch

el Sandwiches

-:.lp I%-Sal 1:]
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Christian Action League
of North Carolina

Have You Really Given Your

Heart To God?
By Rev. Mark H. Creech

Many vears ago, the late Dr. Billy Graham was on
an zirplane. He was sifting behind a drunken man who
was flitting with the fight attendants, nsing profanity
and making a fool of hims=alf When someone pointed
ont to him that Billy Graham was seated directly
behind him, the man got up, tumed around, steck out
his hemd, and said- "Put her there Dr Grahsm. I'm so
glad to mest yvou. I'm one of your converts.™

Az a mumister, I've had sinilar expeniences. Recently, however, [ had something
happen that was just the opposite.

I pulled my carup to an old country store to et some pasolins on my way o
work in Ralsigh. This man. who was at the same pumip as me, wammly and enthas-
sigstically grested me. He asked how I was domg these days. It was olnious that
he knew me, but I didn't recognize him.

Then, with exciterment in his voice, be started talking (almost non-stop) atout
all the marvelons things God was doing in his lfe. His face was radiant with joy.
He told me that ke mever knew life could be so good. I still didn't recognize him.
He wasn't anyone that 1 knew, I thonght. But there was something abont his voice
that soumded familiar. As I confinued to listen imtensely to his story — a story about
him coming to himeelf — oming away from his former life while alsp ming o
Grpd — it came to me. This was Gregg.

Gregz was someone [ had introduced to Christ many vears ago. At that tme. he
had been deep nto doags and alcohol. His life was a wreck. He made a profession
of faith was baptirzed and joined the church where I was the pastor doring those
days. Sadly, sometime after that, hiz mamiaze fell apart, and Grege zot mippad up
and started looking for solace i the wrong places. He suffered semious addicton
issues for several years. He was almost killed in a termible antomobile accident.
He would also end up in prisoa for a whils. He was in a very dark place for a long
fime. That was the Gregg I knew.

But the person talking to me today was not the same man. Gregz had really met
Christ, fully surrendered his Llife to him, and experenced victory over his addic-
ons. Someone has since told me that he has gone back to the charch and attends
regularly.

MNowadays, Gregs looks robust and healthy smd has a countenance I can't
explain ontside of experiencing something totally life changing He's a new man
inside and it's showing on the cutside I conld tell just by our short conversation
that e kad a completely different ontiook on life, and it was demonsirated in his
lifie’s choices.

The Scrphares say, " Thergfore, [fomvone is in Christ, the mew cneation has
come: The oid has gome, the naw iz hare!" (2 Cor. 5:17).

In his ook, "Peace with God," Dr. Grakam clarified the difference between
someone who professes the faith and someone who actually possesses the faith.
"There is a vast difference betoesn intellecmal belief and the total conversion that
saves the soul " wrote Dr Graham

Seventeenth-century writers Francois Fenelon and Teanns Guyen said it this
way, "0 when the heart is pamed how easily iz all the rest corrected! This is wly
Grpd, showve all things, requires the heart "

Have you tmuly given your heart to (rod? Have you turned away from your sins
and mmed o Christ for forgiveness? Salvation izn't just applying for fire msur-
ance from hell. That's what some people do when they pray a certain little prayer,
zet baptized and join the church They think they are covered. It's not that aoy of
these things are bad; it's just that thers is 50 much more to it

Gemine salvation of the soul recognizes that before God, vou are a wreiched
simmer who desperately needs o be wansformed by the power of Chrst If you
want heaven withowt opening your life to God for change. if you want heaven
without comversion, if you want heaven while hanging onto your sins, you'll never
enter the kingdom of Guod.

This is not to say that people sre saved by their good works. MNevertheless,
if you gemuinsly come ta Christ in repentance and experience the srace of God
throngh faith good works will follow. Wou will be changed and newver be the same
again. You will leave the way of darkness and characieristically walk in the light
Tt will show on vour face. People will hear it n the way you talk. It will be seen in
your whole Life's direction. Yo will be different. Maybe it won't be so evident all
at once, but it will surely surface that vou are brand new.

Have you indeed given your heart to God? Does it show? Has the power of
Christ o save from sin been revealed in vom?

If not, perhaps it's prudent to reassess your profession of faith and do what
Gregz did: really give your beart to God.

Raeverend Dr. Mark Creech iz Executinee Directar gf the WO Christian Action
League. Tou may contact him ar rev. markoreechochriziianacionleagne. org or

QIR-7ET-0606
a5

AR John's

Precision Auto Body

Dave Says
Questions
By Dave Famsey

Diear Diave,

I was recently offered an oppormnicy to partcipats in
3 hamde-om stock mwading clzes. The problem is we don't
hawe the 6,500 regismration fee just hving around . by
hushemd and T are on Baby Step 4 of yvour plan, 5o what
would yom think shout ns borrowing that amonnt from
our emerzency funmd? We would sull have three months of
expenses set aside after paving for the class.
Camille

Diear Camille.

I dom't know the exact course you're talking abowut, but I do know something
sbout the concept of buying and selling stocks, or day rading, if vou want to call
it that. I can tell vou all the research shows 78 to 84 percent of day traders losa
money. And one hundred percent think they won't be the ones losing ont. That
includes people who take courses like the one vou mentioned.

T hawe fonnd no data points which shewr, on a consistent level scross a broad
population, that peaple who tske a course like that become wealthy as a resule.
Buying and selling sinzle stocks is an ulira-high-risk proposiion. That's why I
don't by any single stocks. MNow, [ know some people who boy and sell single
stocks as a wery small percentage of their financial werld. It's almost like a bobby
for them. A couple might actually make 3 little money from time to tme, bat it's
oot the main focus of their investwent sirategy. Tio hear them, it's like listening to
fishing stories. They're always falking abont the one that got away.

I wouldn't waste my money on the course, Camille—especially my emergency
fumd money. Your ersergency fimd is for, say it with me, emergencies only!
—Diave

Dipar Diave,

I"ve got & coupls of friends who wers advised by their financial planmners mot
to open college savings accounts for their kids. Their plammers told them this
would count against their children's ahility to receive financial aid and assistance
when it's time for college. Apparently, these planners told them to put the money
info their own retirement accounts. Its my nnderstanding, hoever, that both
the child's snd the parent’s fimancial siteations are looked into when determining
financial zid. Can you please shed some lizht on this?

Jeanette

Dipar Jeanstte,

So, if 2 finamcial planmer told vou not to Zet 8 job becanse then you can ap-
ply fior welfare, are you going to listen to that person? What kind of moron gives
financial advice liks this? Yo don't tell people not to save money for something,
just so they can pretend they 're poor!

Save whatever money you can and send your kid to school. Why is that such
& difficult concept to grasp? People need to stop looking for tricks and shortouts
because there aren't amy that will be beneficial in the lonz mn. I'm not going to
pose as broke—fraudulenthy—to get financial aid for my kid. That's rdicnloas!
I hope I wasn't unclear.—Diave

Dive Ramsay is CEQ of Ramezgy Solutions. He has authored soven best-selling
books, mcinding The Total Meney Makeover: The Dave Ramsay Show is heand
Iy more than 14 million lzfenars each week on 600 radio statfons and multpia
digtial plagfrms. Follow Dimee on the web at daveramsay. com and on Taifter af
rDaveRamzey.
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SQWITZERLAND|NN

A Blue Ridge Parkway Resort

Blue Ridge Parkway
'.::-i-rl.:n'u:.-, Morth Carolina

Switzerlandinn.com

Carolina Home Care
Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care
Medicaid Covered Services Other Services
= In-Home Care for Children & Adults - Private Pay
= CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
= AP Choice = W& Homemaker Service
= Pediatric Nurse Aids = Companion/Sitter
= Respite
Our in-Home Aldes are supervised by a registered nurse
who is avallable during all hours worked by the aide.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340

Happy 4ath of July

Mine Creek Baptist Church

Christmas in July

By Preacher Chris Fathbome
Mitchell Couniy

Yesh Yeah Iknow you didn't want to hear that! The fact
of the matter is, you'll be hearing it from retailers this month r
m-:llemanlﬂ-:ﬂv Trost me it'll be here before you know it,
just like Tuly came w0 quickhy. One of the things that happens
as we gai older is time goes by so mch faster, Diays seem
long but the yesrs zo fast! Let me tell vou how Christmas zot
on Iy o,

Last might my wife Michelle and I were talking abont some memories from
when we were kids. One of the things she remembered was how she could s=e
the Chrismmas free lighis from the bedroom. She would lie in bed and look at all
the beaurifil colors radiating from the mee il she fell asleep or her parents would
o them off As a child ir all seemed so magicsl snd exciting

Very saldom did nry family hawe what you called 3 "stors-bonght" ree. Most
of the time wea went to woods and found a small white pme for our wee. We had
the "Charlie Browm™ Christmas tree for sure. But it made no difference to ns, we
were just a5 excited We decorated with what we had, and once the tree want up,
the anficipation and hope for a gift under the res made thesa last couple of weeks
before Chrstmas seem like they lasted forever

Ome of the fondest memories T have is lying undar the mee with oy head close
1o the tunk. I would lie there on noy back leoking up through the branches as the
lights fiashed and twinkled. For some reason, this was so peacefnl and magical
to me. As Christmas day grew closer, so grew the anbcipation and excitement of
what zift might be under the tree on Christmas moming. To say my family wasn't
wealthy is putting it lizhtly. Don't zei me wrong, we made it, bat we pever had the
finer things in life if vou know what T mean. However, even as poor as I thonght
we were, there wers other families who had less than ns. The anticipation of
pmsihlymtenmgaspeaalpmsmlm[ﬂmgumsmmtahtmﬂremﬂmsedaﬁ
When your family doessn't kave a whole lot, the hope of being piven something
exira that you nommally dida's get, made Christmas a big deal. Don't get me
wrong, our family celebrated the birth of Chrest. We amended church had pariz in
the Christmas play, went caroling, etc. But 25 a kid whe didn't have mmuch, hoping
and praying for that one thing yon want so bad is a big deal! Some of v'all know
what I'm talking about.

In those days, canoons were only oo Samrdsy moming. Duning the conumer-
ctals, the retailers would advertise the newest and latest tovs for that year Around
1280, there was a bot tov for boys being advertised consistently. If was called the
“Evel Enievel Stunt Cycle Gyre Launcher”. The set featred Evel Knievel sit-
fing on 8 motorcycle. You placed the motorcycle on 3 stand which had a windmg
handle on the side. You would torn the handle faster and faster which "wound up™
the motorcycle. When it reached a cermain speed, the motorcycle would lamnch
and spesd across the foor o jump whatever ramp you had set up. Trust me, as
a0 sight-year-old boy, it was one of the most swesome things I kad ever seen!
Dracked out in red, white, and blue with stars on his ouifit, Evel Knievel was a
superhern! I would Lliterally lie awake at night and dream of what it would be like
if that wers to be under the Christmas tree. What jov and jubilation would ensue
if thar's what Diad and Mom got. The tov was a little pricey, so the chances were
slim. However, it dido't stop me from showing it to Diad and Mom every time we
went into Sky City store. It didn't stop me from dreaming, praying. begging and
losing sleep, with the hope that T might get that one gift that seemed so far out of
reach

You're probably wondering "Why in the world 1= he writing sbout things like
this in the sunmertime? Well, as we were sharing these mermories hichelle made
a statement that seemed to stick with me. She said, "People have so much nowa-
days that we don't even gef too excited when we receive a gift. The exciternent
that we had when we were kids is almost gone "

It doesn't have to be a Choistmas gift. We are blessed with so much that any
nme we receive 3 zift it seems we give the nsual "thank you®™ and move on. Eids
et s0 much thronghout the year that they don't even blink an eye after opening
a gift and then guickly move on to the next one. Some even get mad and pirch a
“hissy fit" if they don't get what they want. Let me say that we are spoiled.

We have been piven so much in this lifs that we hawve lost the excitement. joy,
and appreciation that we should have when we receive a gift. Matter of fact, ot
sepms many Christizms hawve lost their appreciation for the greatest pift God ever
gave, His Son JTesus Christ. The excitement of beins saved and forgiven doesn't
seam o excite foo many people. Many give barely a nod of thanks if any, fo the
Lord for all He has done for ns. Every dsy we enjoy thess blessings in life and
don't even think of the One who gave them to us. We have become so accustomed
1o kaving =0 much, we have forgotten whart it was like without them Each day
is a gift from God. Bach necessity we are given comes from God. Life and breath
comme from our Heavenly Father Jesus died to give us the free zift of salvation. If
that's not enough 1o cause us jov and excitement nothing elze will!

Letns receive each day as a gift for which we have been longing. Mav we real-
ize how nunch we hawe given in this life snd show our appreciation and excite-
ment to the Lord and to others. Mav every day be a day m which we have joy and
show jow for all we have received. Perhaps this article should be called "Thanks-
giving in July™ instesd of "Chrisomas in Faly™.

Help us, Lord Jesus, to realize bow nmch we have been given! May the joy and
excitement of all these gifts cause ns to worship and give yon thanks daily! Amen.
Oh, and gweess what was nnder the free that year.

James 1:17 Every good =it and every parfect gift is from above and comeath
dawm fhom the Farher af lighis, with whom is ne variableness, neither shadow qf
TurHing.

Preacher Chriz Rathbone semves ar Pasior af Mine Creek Bapiist Chunch.

www brenews. com
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Farkway Playhouse Presents:
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder
By Hunter Taylor, Education Coordinator
Tameay Connty

This delightful nmsical is a thnlling murdercus romp
filled with unforzettable music, non-stop langhs, and
a very mmpressive cast that over the course of a single
evening, portrays over 70 different characters! Written by
Robert L. Freedman and Steven Lubvak, this four-time Tony Award winning omsi-
cal is sure fo delight andiences young and old!

When Mooty Mavamme discovers he is the not-so-distant beir to the D" squith
family foriume he decides to jump the line of uccession nsing 2 good bit of
charm _and a little bit of mworder Along the journey of knocking off his eipht
umsuspecting relatives, Monty nnst
juzgle both matters of the hesrt and

Performances will be held on Jone
20th Tuly 5th, Gth, 12¢h and 13ch at
7. 30pm, with matinee performances
on Fone 30th and Foly Tth at 3pm
Tickets range from $13 for children
to 524 for adules. All performances
are at the historic Playhouse
theatrs, located at 202 Green Mountain
Dive i Burnsville, BC. Tickets can
be purchased by visidng the Parkway 2
Playhouse Box Office (open 1-5pm Back Row Lgft to Right (Natalie Calkins,
Thursdays through Satardavs), calling David Leader, Matthew Harper), Front
E2E-G81-4285, or by visiting partkway- Row Lgft to Right (Eaitlin Jencks, Sarak
plavhouse com. Rasey, darven Neighbors, Tasha Pepi)

For more information abont
Parkway Playvhouse, inclnding performances, classes, and voluntesr oppormani-
ties, please call 828-682-4285 or visit the Parkway Playhouse website at waw.
parkwayplayhouse com.

e e T S

Vermont MMaines and Pennsylvania Mission teams can make 3 great impact in
or contact NC Baptists on Mission st 819-467-5607 or mabemathy@mchaptist.
g

Dieep Impact Eids Are yvom looking for A mission opportonity for the children in
your church? Desp Impact EKids will be serving in many comanirities across the
state with hands-on mission projects desizned for 1st-6th grade children. Sign up
your chmrch pow for a weekend, mini-week, or full week &t ooe of these loca-
tions: Camp Cale, Fed Springs, Sheltry, Mundo Vista, Caswell, or Tmetn Baptist
Camp. For more information contact Dellie Noa at deoaj@ncbaptist org. Website
heitp:/haptistsonmizsion orgfcampsdi-kids

ASAPs 2019 Local Food Guide Is Here!

The prowing seazon has amived in Western Morth Caroling and the Southern
Appalachians! That means it's ime to discover farms to visit, weekly fanmers
tailgate markets, new restaurants, and more opporimites fo savor the season and
icelebrate the farms that surronnd us. The Lxtest edition of ASAP's Locsl Food

NOTES

Humter Taylor iz the new Coondinator of Education at the Parfway Playhouse.

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh dovn from
the Farher af Bghts, with whoem iv me variahleness, neither shadow af mrming.
James 1:17

40 YEARS OF QUALITY
CRAFTSMANSHIP

200 ETHAN ALLEN DRIVE
SPRUCE PINE. N.C. 28777

828-765-6144
WWW.BUCKSTOVE.COM
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The Orchard at Altapass

Fourth Of July Picnic At The Orchard
By Kate Groff
Mirchall Couniy

Om Tharsday, Fuly 4th, the Orchard at Alapass will throw
open the doors of the red bam, light up the zrll, sweeten the
iced tea, unfold the tables on the pavilion, and “dust” the
damce flpor in order to celebrate Independence Drayv—Orchard
style—with their snonal picnic from 1030 am o 530 pm.

Independence Dy, a national holidsy, commmemorates the Dieclaration of
Independence that was proclasimed on Tuly 4. 1778, The Continental Congress
declared that the 13 American colonies were no lonper subject to the monarch of
Britain and wers now united. free. and independent states Conpress voted to de-
clare independence on the second, but it took two more days of moch debate and
revision to be officially annonnced.

Independence Diay is commonly associated with freworks, parades, barbecnes,
fairs, picnics, concerts, family reanions, and political speeches and ceTemonies.

The Crchard at Altapass steers
clear of political speeches,
doesn’t stand on ceremony, and
leaves the fireworks to the towns, |§
bt offers up a dav of family and
friends, food and fon snd -
sic—lots of mmeic. Three hands
will take to the stage to entertaimn e,
and provide a background for o ok :__,
dancing. Add bit o' clogeing and | Sm—="
you have one exciting day of
celebration.

The price of admission is a covered dish (epough to feed your family, staff,
vohinteers, and musicians; and please bring before 11:30 a.m ). Without a shared
dish, the day will cost §15, which inchades all the nmsic and dancing you can

First Baptist of Marshall

Humor
By Buddy Freeman
Madzon County

A man said  “T don™t go to charch while on vacation.
Ican’t sleep in 3 stranger pew.™

Thersa is an earthquake. One couple sent their Little
boy to stay with an uncle. A day later the parents

received a telegram that said, “T s retuming the boy.
Send the earthquake here.™

“What am I supposed to do with this, zrumbled the motorist as the Pamolman
bhanded him his ticket.” The Parolman said, “When yvou get four of them, you get
a bicycle.”

A six-year-pld gl praying, “Dear God, thank yon fior moy baby brother, ot
what I kave been praying for is a lirtle puppey.™

“Some people are kind polite, and swest spirited vmtil vou Ty to sit in their
pew.”

Dioctor said, fo a patient’s wife, “T really doa't like the looks of your bushand. ™
The wife said, “I don’t either, buat he is sure good to the srandchildren.™

Pepple ask when they leamed Fesus had fed the 5,000, whether the two fish
were bass or catfish and what bait did He use.

Dir Buddy Freeman is now Serving a5 the pastor at Firzt Baptist Church of Mar-
shall, NC.

stand Orchard provides BBQ and buns, coleslaw, beans, snd beverazes Food will  {ODmit of town? You can still read

be served umtil 2 pm.

The Ovchard at Altapass is located at 1025 Orchard Foad, Spruce Pine (mile
marker 3283 on the Blue Ridse Parkwsay). For more information shout amy
Orchard proprams. please visit wwnaltapassorchard ore, on Facebook, or call
B28-T65-0531.

Kate Grgffis the Programs Coordingror for the Toe River Artz Coungil.

6 Ot:ENNUAL
NC Mi
& Gem
Festival

August 1-4. 2019
Spruce Pine, NC

the "Good News'" on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
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they had on earth. but they conld never rest from it — not the slishtest moment of
reprieve was granfed. They could never do nght. They could never change and ex-
perience the sweemeass and the blessedness of a godly life. They could never know
the tendemess of God's grace and mercy. They could never know forgivensss nor
give it. They were forever bound to each sinful way to which they had tenaciously
held onfo in life Except in hell, their libertinism had mumed info biter chains of
constant anguish.

“Thesea are the pleasures of bell ™ an earthly voice mockingly boomed.

Temrified at what he was seeing, Boyie begzed his companion, “Flease mkes me
from this place. By the living God whose name I have so often ouraged, I beg
you, let me go!™ His guide replied, “Go then; but, in 8 year and a day, we mest to
peart mo more. ™

Dipspite his resolnton to never again sttend the Hell Club, Bovle was drawn
back. His friends infensely pressed him, and though his conscience weighed heav-
ily om him, ke feared their speers more than he feared God.

At the next annual meeting of Hell Club, which Boyle attended, every nerve in
his body seemed to thrash him at the first sentence of the president’s opening ad-
dress: “My fiends, this is leap year; therefore it is a year and a day since our last
meeting.”

After the mesting, Boyle mounted his horse to ride home The following mom-
ing, however, his horse was found quistly grazing by the roadside. Tust a few
yards in the distance lay the stiffened corpse of Archibald Boyle.

The Scrptares solemnly warn:

"D vou not knons that the unrighteous will not inharit the Bngdom gf God? Do
not be decetved. Nefther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homaoseru-
als, mor soedowmites, nor thieves, nor covelous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inkerit the Rogdom qf God. dnd such ware some of yor. But you
ware washed, bt you were sanciified, bt you ware jusiified in the name qf the
Lond Jesuz and by the Spivit of our God™ (I Cor. §:9-11).

The list abowe is not meant to be an exhaustve catalog of people who will find
themsalves in bell one day. Revels-
ton 218 inchades something similar,
adding:

"But the cowardly, unbelieving,
abominable, murderers, saxually im-
moral, sovcerers, idolaters, and ail
Tigrr shall henae their part in the loke
which burns with fire and brimstong™
(Bev. 21:8%

I've inclnded both of these fexis
bacaise much of what's Lsted is
celebrated and landed today, not repudiated as it should be. Dion’t be fooled! Even
though some churches have hailed these behaviors in recent years, the end for
those who characteristcally Hve this way is one of eternal damnation

Smll, let me make it abundantly clear. You don’t have to be grosshy wicked o go
to hell. All that's necessary is to ignore God's claim on your hife. Dion’t make him
& part of the equation, rarely think of him_ leave him out, don't surrender control
to him a5 the Lord, your God, don’t fear him, and to your surprize and dismay,
although you thought of yourself as 3 pretty good person, at the end of life, you'll
find yourself in that terrible place

There ate two lives that yon can live — life yvour way or life God’s way.
There are two leaders that vou can follow — yourself or God. There are two deci-
sions that yon can make — to receive God's salvation through Christ or to reject
him

Every persom mmst make a choice. Even chopsing not fo make a choice is a
choice made against God. There is no penirality. Either we acknowledge God's
SOVErsimnty over us, mast his means of redemption from the penalty and power of
zin which he provides in Jesus Christ and by his Holy Spinit, or we are eternalby
left to our own devices and land in hell.

Admittedly, as the Great Fefonmer, Martin Luther said, it's very difficalt to
know and noderstand all of what hell is; “Cmly this we know, there is such 3 sure
and certain place ™

Reverend D Mark Creech 5 Executive Dimecior of the NC Chriziian Action

League. Tou may contact him at revmarkereech{@chrizianacionleague org or
R]o-TET-0a0d

Happy 4th of July
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Independence Day
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We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth of July every
year. We think of July 4,1776, as a day that represents the Declaration
of Independence and the birth of the United States of America as an
independent nation.

Wishing your Independence Day sparkles as brightly as the fireworks.
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x Pruitt

(855) 3 PRUITT - pruitthealth.com
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