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ﬁaumud to Failure?

By Jmn Huskinsg
MeDowall Coungy

Schiele Scout Beservation was a magical
part of my adolescence. I loved sconting.
Lake Lanier felt like an exotic locsdon.
Ewery day at camp was packed with adven-
ture and discovery. One of those discoveries
changed my life

Twas a weak swinuner. When T weas twelve and ooy firse frip to scont camp ap-
proached, I was terrified. We would spend part of each day in the lake. and T did
not want the guys in Troop 205 to see that I could barely swim.

Amazingly, I enjoyved taice-daily swinumung sessions, and my skills rapidly
mproved. Two high-schoel-agze instmactors took an inferest in me and patenty
tauzht me fundamentals. We amived Sumday, and by Twesday my instractors were
EACoUTaFing me to try the “mile swim™ on Friday. It was the most absurd idea 1

Nonetheless, T was one of more than a hondred whe hit the lake Friday after-
noon for three laps around the inlet. Instrectors in rowboats served as lifegnands.
One of “n1y™ guys was ahvays near me. Seversl swimmers became exhausted and
were pulled ont. I was more afraid of failmg than I was of droeming. Long after
everyone else finished one tall twelve-yesr-old finally made it to shore. Beside
him was 3 boat camying 3 swinmwing instmactor who made the impossible real.

It could have been a cruel joke. Boys that age can find plessure in sesing
younger kids fail. I was formnate o find two who wanted me to succeed. IF T
conld swim a mile, I could face other fears without Hlinking.

Caring teachers and loving parents want those umder their care to sncceed. Oaoly
the perverse place their charges in impossible simations, and yet, popular “Chris-
tan” docmine teaches that God Almizhiy maliciously placed His chosen people
in circumstances where they could not do what He asked Most Christans believe
and teach that when He zave His instructions for living in the first five books of
the Bible—the Torah—He was settmg up His own children for failure. Can that be
true?

Fesus said m Matthew T:11, “Jfvou then, who are evil, buow how fo give good
Eifts fo vour children, how much mome will your Father whe i in heaven giva
good things fo those who ask kim! " Did God give the Torah so he could laugh at
His children’s failure, or was he merely telling us how he wanis ns to live? The
Hebrew word Torah means “Instructions.” It does not mean “law™ in the way that
we nse law. Time and agzin the Bible teaches that Torah is perfect and just and
freeing and delightful. More importanily, the Bible teaches that Torsh is possible.
Deuwteronomy 30:11 says that Torah: “I5 not roo hard for vou, maither iz it far off ™
1 John 5:3 says: "For ths iz the love gf Ood, that we keep Ris commandments.
And his commanadmentz are not bundenzome. ™'

Mpdem Christians are tamght that God's insmmactions for livimg are a urden,
that Jesus exased His disciples from following them and that when Messish
died, God abandoned the people and promises and prophecies He had endorsad

since the tme of Abraham and before. The widespread notion of “Feplacement
Theoloey™ says that God set impossible standards for His own children so that
we would have no option but failure. Ddd The Almighty leave his chosen people
foundering in the lake of life for eighieen bundred years with no bope of pleas-
ing Him? When Jesus said “Dio not think that [ came to abolish the Torah and
the Propheis? was He was acmally zaving. “T came to abolish the Torah and the
Prqﬂlm_'.:

Beplacement theology makes a3 mockery of every promise that God made to
Adam to the Pamiarchs, to Moses, to Diavid and others. It alse makes gibberish
of nmdreds of prophetic passages which state plainly that Israel will be God's
chozen paople forever. Ferermiah 31:35-37 says that 25 long as the sun and moon
and stars kesp shinmgz and untl the hesvens and the foundations of the earth are
fully explored, the nation of Israel will abways be His people. I was taught that the
church is now spiritual Iscael, bt every fime the New Testament nses the name
“Israel,™ it is referming to the blood descendants of Abraham’s grandson, Jacok.
What we know as the “church™ did mot replace Israel m God's plan.

The Son of God did not Iive a perfect life and die a subsautionary death so that
He could start a4 new relizion. He did those things to take saay our zin and releasze
s from the death panalty we owe. We all have broken the covenant established at
Sinai. His sacrifice makes possible our adoption into His famaly. We oae every-
thing we sre snd have snd will be to Jesus, and His expectation of us is clearly
stated. John 14:15-16 says that if we lowe Him, we will keep his Torak, and then
He will send the Comforter o assist us i living holy lives.

The “burden of the law™ refermred to by Tesus, Peter, Paul and others i the Mew
Testament iz not God's insfmctions for biving That “borden” is the thousands
of regulations added to the Torah by bumans. Psalm 119 tells the true nanoe of
Torah. Rather than being a tarden, God's instmactions are a delight and a direct
channe] to His sbundant bleszsings. He knew that this life is made up of many
“mile-swim™ challenzes and He wanted us to kmow how o stay on top and keep
moving forarard.

Cbedient Heart Fellowship believes that the entive Bible is toe and relevant
We accept salvation by grace throngh faith in JTesus, and we atemps to love and
serve Him by keeping hiz commandments. We meet each Sabbath—Seventh
Deav—ar Abba’s House, 72 South Main Stmeet in Marion. 10:00 4 W 823-460-
7913

Jite & Bevarty Husking ane members of Obedient Hear! Fallowship.
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« Hpeaceer THE CALL

Support foster children and familiies by becoming
a Fostering Community.

To find out how, visit
www.fosteringcommunities.org.

CROSSNORE\S‘

school & children’s home
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Gas! Gas! Gas!

Or Jesus! Jesus! Jesus!
By Brian Barmier

Burke County

“{Fas, (as, Gas™! For any of you that have served in
the military, those may be very familiar words. For thoss
of you that have not served, I will explain. My dreadfnl
experience with these words first happened during basic
traimimg in the United States Army at Fort Jackson, South

Carolina lecated i the town of Colhonbia. The year was
1920 amd I had just gradusted high school ar the ripe old age of 18. I suppose it
st have besn in the upper 9075 that sweltering summier day in Foly when we
were marched down to 3 small shack right afier a big hanch which we scarfad
down in less than 5 mimates.

As you have probably heard, everything in the military is completely structured
and during the mitial eight weeks called “basic rainme” everyihing is mesnt to
be stwessfil, so you leam to execuate all fasks while facing any and every sinia-
ton, especially combat. We had completed the instctional training and pract-
cal application training on the imporfance of a gas mask. These masks are meant
as complete protection from most chemical and biological agents that might be
deploved azainst a soldier during combat. When amy soldier knows or suspects
there has been 3 gas attack, they are ramed to mmedigtely make a siznal and
yell out “gas, gaz gas”! Once they have leamed the proper use and determinsd
to be proficient in properiy donning their gas mask the newt step is to go into the
gas chamber and use the mask in a real-world environment. The goal is fo ensure
every soldier that they can have complete FAITH in their mask when it is peeded.

In order o sccomplish the last step of taining, a group of seldiers are lined
up inside 3 foggy and datk room filled with C5 zas with their mask on. C5 is an
exmemely powerful form of tear gas and once it fouches your skin will canse a
severe buming effect. If vou breathe in the zas, you suddenly are not able to take
another breath especially if it is ingested in concentrated amounts, like during
this training. While your mask is on, vou can breathe nommally and carmy on as
usual. Then one at a time each soldier is required to remove their mack and then
answer 3 series of guestons which eventually causes them to inhale the CF gas.
Tcan't even bepin to explain the tervor that comes over you when suddenly you
have no shility to breathe and finide are pouring out of every part of your body.

I don’t mean dripping, I mean POURING! Your eyes are watering, fluid fowing
out of your nose and month and you are gripped with the fear of not being able to
breathe. There is no doubt in anyone’s mind once they leave the gas chamber that
the gas mask will save your life.

“Finally, my brethren be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Pat
on the whole ammor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principaki-
tes, against powers, against the mlers of the darkness of this age, azainst spirimal
bosts of wickedness in the hesvenly places. Therefore, take np the whole armor
of God, that you may be sble to withstand in the evil day, and baving done all, to
sramd.

Stand thergfore, having girded your waist with fruth, henving put on the breas-
Plate af mghieousnass, and having shod vour feer with the preparation af the
gospel of peace; above all, taking the shiald of faith with which you will be abie fo
guenich all the fery daris of the wicked one. And fake the helmet of salvation, and
tha swoard af the Spiris, which 15 the wond of God, pragyane always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirtt, defmg walcifyl to this end with all perseverance
and supplicamion for all the zaints.” Ephesians §:10-18 (NETWV)

You see, just as 3 soldier endures mamy months and even years of intense rain-
ing in order to leam bow fo use each piece of equipreent properly, we must leam
to use the equipment God has left for us while we are here on earth. It isn't easy
and it does take work but the consequences of our actions or inactions are eternal!
Let’s not call out “(3as, gas gas” but ket’s call ont to a lest and dying world, “Je-
sus, Jesus, Jesus'™!

Briagn Barrier iz a life-long resident of Burke Counpy, U5 drmy Pateran, a meem-
ber gf Plegzant Hill Baprizt Church and Publisher of the Blue Ridge Chriziian
Naws.

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1949

1011 South Sterling Street = Morganton, NC 28655
(828) 437-3211 » www. Sossomanfh.com

24 Hour Nursing Services
Pain & Symptom Management
Ongoing Patient and Family Education
Chaplain & Bereavement Support
Social Work Services
Ongoing Patient & Family Support
Respiratory Therapy
Yolunteer Services

Proudly Serving Mitchell, Avery, Yancey, Madison,
Upper McDowell and Burke Counties

oy Hospice and Home Care
c =1 of the Blue Ridge, Ine.

o -

BURNSVILLE *YANCEY
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

FRESENTS

August 2nd & Jrd
7am To Jpm
lown & [‘J'.’lrr'.. RurnsSville, NC
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BIBLE SCHOOL
By Jayce (Jay} Harwood Baldwin

I sit here in my rocking chair
In the pleasant evening Gpid
Thinking af the best fimes
My days were jolly and bright

I used to love o walk the path
T Bible School each day
We'd get together with old friemds
To learm and grow and play.

My fuvorite cookies and Kool Aid
Om a pretiy table were spread
Then we sang a lowely song
Pleazed the feacher as she led.

We taliced alond and laughed a lof
I'n plays with differem scenes
Meoking ergflts with things from home
Serapbooks candles vases and riwgs.
Sometimes I pause beside my bed
Admire a green siraw bavkes I rold

it brimgs ro me much pleasure
Sip many stories fo be fold

Joy is a resident gf Madizon Couniy, where she now lhves with her fusband,
Dy Jow Baldwin, She iz currently a member of M Zion Baptizt church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previous member, she calls Forks gf Il Mizsionary Baprist
Church in Weaverville, "home away from home”. She is currently singing with the
Gospel Growp “Jonaht Foice™ our of Wars Hill, NC. Her latest zong " Homocom-
ing " will soon be heard by man).

Out of town? You can still
check out our new Website
www.brcnews.com

And find us on Facebook

Stay Clean

By Kurt Bomar
Avery Coundy

Omne of the greatest Kings of Israe] was Hezekiah
When he came to power the comntry was in shambles.
His father, Ahaz had allosred the country to be de-
feated militstily, economically, and spinimeally. He even
sacrificed his own small children by fire. to the false god,
Mhfolech. Hezekizh however, had the heant of David,
iotally devoted to the Lord. His first job was to clean up
the Temple, which kad been polluted.

2 Chron. 29:4 He brought in the priests and the Levites, assembled them in the
sguare on the earr side 5 and zaid; "Listen to me, Lavites! Consecrate vourselves
mow ahd consecrate the remple of the LORD, the God of your ancestors. Remona
ali dgfllameant from the sanciuary. & Our parents were wfinifgld; they did evil in
the gyar of the LORD our God and forsock kim.

It seems this need for a cleansing process repeats itself not only m history, Tat
we see pxamples of it in the animal kingdom

Fats and mice, even thonzh we think of them as dirty, spend most of their
wiking hours groonung themselves and are surprisingly clean. If you watch your
honsehold cat or dog, vou will see that they too spend a lot of fime just staying
clean. The zecko lizards in the desert in the 5W part of our coumiry are mteresting
because they don't bave eyelids (despite the GEICO conunercials). et they live
in a place with lois of dirt and sand. 50 how do they stay clean? God gave them a
really long tongue which they acmaally use to clean their eyes,

5o, what can we leam from the snimals? We too should have an innate desire to
be clean

Vet when it comes fo the heart of man we allow comupton and pollntion o af-
fect ws imternally (minch biks the Temple shove). Thersfore, our cleansing nesds o
be camied out daily. How? If we confess our sin, He 1= farthful and just o forgive
s our sin and to purify ws fom all imrghteousness. (1 Fohn 1:9%

How often shonld we do this? Just think of your cat and do it every day. We
can't avoid the pollution of this world that sticks to us daily. But we can still stay
clean by daily (or even moment by moment when prompted by the Hoby Spant)
confessing our sins before the Lord. Think of it as that nice feeling you gat after
faking a refreshing cool shower after a ot sticky Aungnst day.

He's waiting to hear from yon

Selah (think sbout if)

(Inspired by 3 dewotional Footsteps of the Flock, Jon Conrson p. 208)

Eurt Bomr is pasior qf Falnut Grove Church,

HERE FOR
OU.

Y
\\\l///

Brian Center Spruce Pine

w Come take a tour and reserve your private room foday!

The Brian Center team wants to be
a resource to the community.

We are a § star Medicare rated facility.

' 8.8 & & ¢

It's our goal to get community members
back home as guickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Siroke Recovery

Respiratory Care

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electrical Stimulation
Diathermy Mobile Swallow Studies

218 Laurel Creek Ct. » Spruce Pine, NC 28777 » Phone: 828-765-T312 » Fax: B28-T65-7295
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Dr. James Dobson Newsletter

Dr. Dobson's Visit to the Border
By Dir. Tames Dobson

Several weeks ago, [ was mvited by White House staff to
visit our southern border ar McAllen, Texas, where federal
agents are simzzling to dezl with a massive inflax of poor
and destimie lnuman beings. They come in never-ending
waves. Please believe me when T tall vou that the media and
leftizt politicians have not been mathfol shout what is going
on thers. It is a buman tragedy.

I promised the exhswsted 1.5, Cosfom snd Border Patrol
agents that I would go home and tell as many people as possible what [ had seen
“up close and personal.” Todsay, I am amempting to fulfill that commitment.

Approximately 5, 500 people show up every day i dismicts organized along our
southern 17,5, border. McAllen is the site of only one of them, but it is the busiest
and most besieged. The "refupees” armve exhansted and ragged from walking
hundreds of miles. Among them are latpe monbers of children, many of wheom
are nnaccompanied by a caring aduakt. Last year, 382,000 aliens were apprebended
for illegally crossing mio this conntry and ahmost 100000 of them were minors.
Some of the kids have been abused along the way. Many of them carry lice,
scabies or other dissases. Currently, the facility I visited iz experiencing 3 flu epi-
demic, and there are no addiionsl beds on which to lis. Some of the women have
been raped. More than 70 people of all agas are seat to kocal hospitals daily along
the sonthem border. Doctors and medical staff are overwhelmed by their patient
load. Remember that word, "overwhelmed " It describes every aspect of the effort
to deal with the siuston there.

The most heart-wrenching experience occwmed durmg our tour of the holding
area. Itis a lmge gvin-like building consisting of dozens of fenced-in areas. Bach
one is crowded with detziness standing or siting shoulder-to-shoulder on bench-
es. They stared ont at vs with plamtive eyes.

I noticed that ahmost none of them were talking to each other. The children
looked raumatized and frightened Tears flooded my eves as I stood before them.
They had no tovs or dolls, except for a fewr items honght by compassionate horder
patrol agents. One tny little pivl clutched something that resembled a doll boaght
for ber by an agent. There are few provisions made to accommadate the children
The week before we were there, 3 delegation of agents weant fo mest with mem-
bers of Congzress and begged them for additional money to buy Pamipers, tooth-
brushes, and other necessities. They were tumed down flat. These meager supplies
must be purchazsad with the border patwol tadget, which is swetched to the o,

I then walked up to a fenced area holding many skinny young men. An agent
standing beside me asked if I would like to speak to them He offered to ranslate
for me, to which I replied, "Please tell them that God lowes them. " Then I said,
"Moo tall them that T love them too " They smiled and waved tmidby.

Wy heart aches for these poor people. Lest T be misunderstood, let me make
clpar that T am smong the majority of Americans who want the border to be closed
to those who attempt to enter illegally. There nmst be a bener solatfion than this.

I hawve wondered, with you, why the authorities don't just deny these refupees
access to this naton. Can't we just send them back to their places of origin? The
snswer I received was "To,™ for reasons I will explain.

Omly 10 percent of the detzinees are Mexicans. This year alone, people have
come to our southem border from 127 conntmies, including Bangiadesh, Pakistan,
Turkey, India, China, Palestine, Albania, San Salvador, Guatemals, Hondoras, and
other nations around the world. They speak their native fongues. which mesans
they can't be undersiood by each other or the staff. Whart are we to do with them?
The Mexiran govermment will not take them back, and there is no place to send
them. Cur ourrent laws do mot permit us to repatrizte them to their coumtry of
origin. This is a disaster with no solntion or projected conclusion

Let me tell you how these depsperate peopls come to bs our responsibility. They
are the lowest ning in many societes. They sell their shanties and any other pos-
se55ions to scrape together 33,500 to 10,000 to pay "covotes™ to guide them I
don't know what happens to those who can't mest this demand. Apparently, most
manage o pay the fee and ammive pemmiless and profoundly neady. I was told that
spme of the sulnerable children are "recycled” repeatedly to help men gain eniTy
to this counmy. An unknown mooher of these men ate hardened criminals and
drig nummers, and they are difficult to identify. Most make their way across the
border

Here's something else you should know. T have been nnder the impression that
these would-be mumizrants v to cross the Rio Grande Fiver and onfmn or evade
the apents. That is not true of most They come in large groaps, from 100 to 400
people af 3 tme. As [ write this letter, a2 record 1,200 people arrived twogether at El
Pazo. The refugees quickly give themseles up to agents. That is why they have
made this jourmey. They know they will be fed, medicated, and treated humamnaby,
even if they are in holding aress while they are in our castody. Then they will
b= relessed on American soil This is the system set up by a liberal Congress
znd judzes. It is 3 well-knowm fact that President Cbama's administration estab-
lished many of these unworkable policies, and Congress is steadfasthy unwilling
1o change them, Every effort 2t reform has been overridden or ignored. It is set
in stone. Democrats want massive pumbers of imomizrants who will someday
bacome voters. Some Bepublicans support the policies becase they want cheap
lsbor for agriculiural purposes. The border could be fixed. bat there are very few
in anthority who sesm to care.

(etting back to my story, our group of national faith leaders and homanitar-
izm organizations was faken to a grassy park undemnesth the nternational bridges
where the "coyotes” brng the refugees. We stood 50 fest away from therm and
watchad s about 200 people =at oo the groumd. Then buses amived o Tansport
them to Border Contmol A gents mnst work fast because another group will be
showing up soon, snd then another and another. The would-be fnmizrants are
taken to the center and given cursory mwedical exams. Then they are segregated by

sex and age and placed in the fenced-in areas to be held for the next 20 days umdil
they are processed and given a Motice to Appear. If that sounds inhamane, what
wiould you or I do? There is simply no other place o "house" them.

Mismanazement of the border has a long history. A federal judge vears ago is-
sued a miling called the Flores Settlement A preement. It is still the source of many
problems. It requirss that any unaccompanied alien child st be relessed within
72 hours. This is now the law of the land_ and poor people around the wiorld kneo
it. A sinple male rypically seeks to find 3 child and a wooman to belp hin "pame
the system " Clearly, many of these are "fake families " buf there is no documen-
tation in Pakistani or Bangladesh to challenge their claims. Lawyers at home have
told them to claim that they are fiesing from oppression or seeking asyhon. They
are allowed to plead their cases to judges, tuf there are too few of them to keep
up with the volume Thess people are given & court case and released. The vast
IEAFOTIY are never seen again. Most then become "anchor babies” who are citizens
with rights to tring members of their families. Crhers are ziven ransportation to
an American city where they disappear into the coliure.

In addition to this mfluy of people from places around the world steeped in
poverty and despair, Senator Cluck Schamer authored and helped pass a "lottery™
system wherslry winners are brought to the UTnited States, They bacomes pernma-
nent residents. who then begin bringing their families to our shores. Thank you,
Senator.

Ten vesars ago, 20 perceat of illegals apprebended at the border were singla
meakes, mainly from Mexico. INow, more than 50 percent show up with babies and
children, and %0 percent of them are from countries other than Mexico with §4
percent being family wnits or unaccompanied alien children. Together, they clamm
to be "families” and within three weeks, they will be home free in America. Is
there awy donbt why there have been more than half 3 million illegal imomisrants
this year alone?

Before I conchude T omast tell yon about the agents who have to deal with this
chaos. They are compassionste men snd women sworn to uphold faderal law and
protect our borders.

They obvisusly care abont the detamees. and I respect them highly. They work
tirelessly feeding people three imes a day and providing clean clothing They
st also maintzin the portable toilets in the cells. It is a never-ending task. There
are goly two large showers im the facility, one for males, the other for females.
Their capacity is for only 20 people at a ime, which is insufficient.

The border patrol agents administer this program, but most of them dide't sign
up to be caregivers. Agents were trained o patrol the border and apprebend dag
munners, traffickers, somgglers, mnrderers, and every kind of lawbreaker. This is
wvery danmerons work. But, please understand this: the border pamrol agents are so
busy carng for refugees seskimg entry to the United States that they have very
Little fime to police the borders. It is =0 porouws that hnge quantities of contrabamd,
including all kinds of narcotics, Aow mto this country every day. Then it is trans-
ported northmrard to America’s cities to be consumed by adolescents and millen-
nials. Lawless gangs, such as B5-13, are also pouring into the culture, making
violence for inner cites a way of life.

There is one more aspect o the work of the agents that yon should koo, They
are openly hated by cifizens who resent the work they do. They are rontinely
vilified and mocked and demonized. Their families are also subjected to ndicule.
These agents need our appreciation and pravers. They have one of the most thank-
less jobs in America,

The simation I have descrbed is the reason President Dionald Tnonp's bor-
der wall is so wEenfly needed He sepms to be the only leader in America who
comprehends this tragedy and iz wrilling to address it. Those who oppose him do
everything they can to impede his affort. That is why I went to the border to see
the sitnation for myself Tcames sway with an array of intence emotions. Firse, 1
was profoundly grieved over the misery of thousands of people. Second I felt
a deep appreciaton for those who are doing their best to help in an impossible
circumstance. Thind, and frankly, I was angry at the political fat cats who have
deliberately allowed this chaos to oonar for political or financial gain. They, and
their friends in the fake media bave told the Ametican people that there is no crisis
at the horder! Skame on themn all

What I've told vou is only a glimpse of what is ocouoming oo the nation's border,
I don't kovowr whar it will fake to change the ciroumstances. [ can ooty report that
without an ewerhaul of the brar and the allocation of resources, millions of illegal
mgmﬁmﬂmﬂmgmﬂnsgmmlmdﬁummdﬂmwuﬂﬂ Many
of thern have no marketable skills. They are illiterate and unhealihy Somes are
violent criminals Their nomibers will soon overwhalm the coltare 2= we have
known if, and it could hankmpd the nation. Amernica has been a wonderfully gener-
ous and caring country since its founding. That is our Christian nature. Bat in this
instance, we have met a worldwide wave of poverty that will take us down if we
don't deal with it. And it won't take long for the inevitable consequences to hap-
pen

Thanks for letting me set the record straizhe.

James Dobson, Jr is an American evangeliical Cheistian author, prychelogist, and
Jounder in 1977 of Focus on the Family
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The hospice vou choose makes a difference.

Choose the one with:
: l{:}c'dl staft

wo hospice inpatient units
pdllmnr-:- cate in dif Settings

griet counseling for any

Kids Pl
L'_':..'|1.1'_]1j g 1} 1

B
s
—

JH\

adule

_1-‘

arohina LFoothills

&

Serving Polk, HendersonsRuthrertorl, and McDevwell in NC and
Cherokee, Greenville and | l-urrmluer 1 SC
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Hosplce |

* Low Back Pain
* Leg & Hip Pain
« Spinal Stenosis

* Bulging or
Herniated Disks

ADVANTAGES OF
LASER THERAPY-

* 95% Success Rate
* Non-Invasive

* Non-Toxic

* Highly Effective

PAIN

CRUZ
Life Center

Namural Health Core
Serlutions fir Foar Life

LASER THERAFY
CHIROPRACTHC
HEALTH COACTIING

“mor 2

Burnsville, NC

(828) 682-6157

(800) 772-7955
cruzlifecenter.com

By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mitchall County

Pralm 119103 Thy word &= @ lamp unto my feet
and a light unio my path.

Pemming home from duty at Fort Bragz years ago [ had
& most enlightening experience. (Pun infended!) Drving
up 1-95 with myy thonzghts full of food, upooming sppoint-
ments, food, sermons and food (jost keeping it Teal”) I
noted what appeared to be an accident scene shead. And
for whatever resson wwaffic was being forced off the ecxit to
2 detour. (Brw: This was BC, Before Cellphones! @)

The problern was that the detour’s route was completely tnmarked. by amaz-
course of acton would be_ .. (Are you ready for this™) . _to follow the car in front
of me! After 31l this seemed to be the darkest, dresriest, least marked road I had
ever fraveled i Morth Carolina.

Following them for some time, I began fo imagine that this might tum oot o ba
& surprising short oat home that T was about to discover. What a joy it wold be
1o kappen upon a way to save
time and money and find one-
self closer to food! (T mean,
Home!)

By now you've probably
sueszed what happensd to my
little travel fantasy. It faded
quickly away when finally, a
road sign that told me I was just a few (VERY FEW!) miles away from whers T
was when I entered the detour?

Sounds 3 lot like Life doesn’t itT Unexpected detours aboumd and we are ofien
lefi searching. The easy thingz to do is fall in line with those around ws and just
keep on mucking.

Bt the rizhr thing to do, the BEST thing fo do, is to consult life’s roadmap
(Spell that B-I-B-L-E") and st God to lead us home. God’s Word is God’s Way
of leading ns. The only queston is if we will follow.

Incarcerstion is a detour for many who are now longing to zet back on a path
towards hope and home. Their defour can feed too long or complicated to endurs.
But I thank (od every day for the incredible privilege to minister amongst those
who have detoured and now face the consequences and challenges in finding thair
way back. I get to zssist them im getting their hamdz on and their hearts into the
Truth of the Scripmres.

The Comonunity Funded Chaplains in Morth Carolina are exactly that, Chap-
lzins im prisons whose posittons are fonded throngh the generous ziving of the
community. The unique challenge for our area is that there are two, yes TWO
comectional facilities within one-half mile of each other. When T ardved at AMCI
Avery Mitchell Correctional Institution) in 2015 I learned that each prison had a
Conmmmity Funded Chaplain who serves over 800 offenders PLUS staff at their
respectve locarnons. That mesns that betaneen the toro of us, we serve 3s muimis-
ters to well over 2 000 people every single day. We preach, teach snd coumsel.
We baptize and disciple. We encourage. enlizghten and exhort We are present for
offenders and staff who have experienced deaths in their families and support
boundaries. Most importantly, we do all of these things as servants of God. As
Chaplains we are not competitors, we are co-laborers. It is important to note that
each of ns is responsible for soliciting the financial and spititeal support necessary
to do the work within our respective mstimitons.

Without your support, the work of the Chaplains conld cease in our area. The
incarcerated and the staff that oversee them would be burdened

Thamk you for vour faithfol suppoert of our ministries!

Pleaza, prayerfully consider snpporting the mimistry of your Comnnmity
Funded Chaplains. Cur work depends on the generosity of individuals, churches,
ciwic groups and everyone who gives through the charitable crganizations that
sponsar 1! Thank you and God Bless Yo for making ministry to those in prison
possible in our comrmanity!

High Coumtry Prison Ministry: Bhie Ridze Prizon Ministry:

Chaplain Jody Groffin Chaplzin Dion Stafford

PO Box 161 278 Chapsl Smest

Crossnore, MC 28631 Spruce Pine, WNC 28777

Awery Mirchell Correctional Instimuntion Idountain View Comectional
e

Jody Griffin iz pastor f Central Baptizt Church in Spruce Pine and Commnatity
Funded Chaplin at Avery-Mitchel] Correctional Institution.

Archery * Hunting - Fishing

COOPER'S TRADING, 1NC. E

Guns & Ammo
Bowtech, Mathews, Hoyt, Mission, PSE, Diamond, Elite
Bear Archery 5
h c
1995 West US Hwy. 19E a;;;.;naﬁ:;;
Burnsville, NC 28714 828-6T8-9929

www. bremews. com
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By Dwug Harrall
Miichell Cowniy

Joy comes in the moming, especially if we take time inour [ %
secret place to spend time with our Savior. AL that remains
of vesterday are the memories. Those memories can be
zood or bad, depending on the siuations. Yesterday was the
one-yesr anniversary of my mother's death and some of oy

Crur memories do tend to shape our future and that can be
zood or bad, depending to a large degree on what we let our minds dwell oo in
those memories. We can foons on the failares, the burts, the disappointments or
we can focus on the bright spots. Yes, we always have both of these memories,
Tt we must take time to filter therm ont. If you are old epough you will rememsher
old fiour sifters of years zone by, You poured the flour in the sifier and tumed the
little handle o sift out the chaff or bulls that were left from the oulling. We all
hawe bulls of sadness left from yesterday that we need to sift out and throw into
the garbagze not use it to cook with buat to discard it.

5o many times we spend all our thought fime thinking about the bolls and
hrts, the disappomtments rather than the Sour thet creates the dongh the dough
that msakes the bread of Life worthwhile. Guard your mimd and your memeries,
cleanse your mind of the discouragements of yesterday and focus on the lliss of
the day that vou had yesterday, and your today will tend to be mnach brighter.
Pzalms §3:1-7
0 o, o art sy Do @ard)y will T oeek thee: my soul thirsfeth for thea, my
fesh fongeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water &5, Tb see thy
power and tiy glory, so az I have seen thee in the sanciuary. Because Ry loving-
kincdnass iz better than fife, my lipz shall praize thee. Thus will I bless thee while T

Iive: Iwill Ijft up myy hamds in thy name. My soul shall be satigfied as with marrow e S ip i e i L e e

amd flrimess, and my mowth shall praize thee with jonfid lips: When I remembar 1

R e s s et vt iy ‘fm_mg S Tractor carrys the_cnmplete

bean my help, thergfore in the shadow of thy wings will I rgjoice.” Kioti line of tractors ranging from
Take time each day to zive thanks for the litfds things, the memories that are

pleasant, ask (od to kelp you erase the pain of the urnts from yesterdsy and o 21 Hp t'ﬂ' 115 Hp

look forwrard to the blessings of today. Let your eyes, mind, and focos be on this,

the day that the Lord hath made and rejoice in the path in front of vou each day,

forpesting the hurts and failures that are behind Psalms 63:1-7 KTV 7166E US HWT 19E

?ﬂg?ﬂlﬁu%ﬂgmﬁdﬂﬂﬂ#ﬂﬁu}:&ﬁmq{.&mﬁfﬁﬂ Burnsville NC 28714
e — 828-675-4365

Thergfore I say unio you, Whar chirngs seever ve desire, when ye pray, believe

that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. Mark 1024 y’ﬂungﬁt ra ﬂtﬂ-l‘@cﬂ\rﬂ.ﬂﬂm

a A e f - : =)
Ready to make a

differe

Mitchell County DSS is currently looking for solution focused, family oriented
professionals to join our team. Now accepting applications for...

* Foster Care * Income Maintenance
= Safety Assessments » Quality Assurance

The NC state application can be completed and emailed ro DSSapplicantsi@mitchellcounty.org

Leadership opportunities available!!

Mitchell County DSS ¢ 828-688-2175
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Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and e shall snstain thee: he shall never
syffer the righteous to be moved Pealmy §55:22

INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

&) _1 ears Jr.f.l Hu'.'.frl.'.
E--l- e ': v Health Plans, Medicare
Fm.I.I:.th Annunties, 401K Transfers and
L.'-'“"' Term Care Coverage

agents faday

275 North Main Street » Marion, NC 28752
B2B.652.1553 lacal » BBB.52B.1553 toll free

HISTORIC

CTYE gt Ry s gRgetnce |

Friday, August Yth
Zpm: Born In the 80's and raised on radlo,
CASSETTE REWIND cre the tolally outhentic
80's experience. Valley girls, jocks, preppies, and nerds
will have the time of their life when the Delorean
hits 88 mph and suddenly they're af like, the most
rightecus parly of the era.

N\

¥  9.15pm: GUMP FICTION! a high-octane,
nostalgio-fueled time-machine with one
totally radical destinafion: the 1990s. Known as the
Ultimate Y0s Experience, they will fake
you back to the days of dial-up infernel slap bracelefs,
Tamagotchi pets. ond the music you forgot you loved.
L saturday, August 10
Owver 150 food, craft, and activity vendors
Live music all day + Amusement Rides + Beer Garden *
Creat Waldensian Footrace + Bocce Tournaoment
Historic Outdoor Droma “From this Day Forward”

Main Stage Lineup Includes:
Yam: Old Colony Players Reenaciment
[Oam: Greg Mastin & The Druthers ®
[:30pm: The Band 2856%0
J:30pm; Chad Triplett & Two Lane Blacktop
7pm: Gary Lowder & Smokin'Het /W

® waldensianfestival.com - 888-VALDESE ™

The Coming of Persecution

for Christian Americans
By Rev. Mark Creach

This week the Washington Examoner reported that
Pastor Andrew Brunsom szid he was “zstounded st the
speed with which the 1.5, is imploding™ and that he
predicts persecution of Christans will follow.
to Turkey, who spent two vears in a Turkish prisom.
Hea was falsely accused of beimg part of a failsd coup
attempt against that country’s President, Becep Tayvip Erdopan The charges
against Branson resulting in his unjost imprisomment rzzered a war of words and
diplomatic stugsles between Turkey and the U5, Government.

MWorth Carelina U5, Senator Thom Tillis wisited Brumson in prison and dilizent-
by worked and advocated for the missiomary’s release from prison.

Since Brunson was not only an American citizen but a North Carolinian, the
Christian Action League initizted and lobbied for a resolution from the MNorth
Carplina House and a Senatorial statement from the state Senate, calling on
Turkish officials o free Brunson. The House paszed the resolution mmanimously,
and 48 out of 30 Senate members signed the Senatorial statement. (Currently, the
Morth Carpling Senate does not adopt resolutions, but only Senstorial statements )

Branson mads his remarks ahout the coming of persecution for American
Chriztians during an interview at the Western Conservative Sunonit held every
wyear by the Centennis] Institute at Colorade Christian Tiniversity.

According to the Examiner Brumson said:

“First of all, I think it"s coming to the 1.5, that there will be persecution. I was
isolated for a few years, and coming back fo the states was almost like coming
back to a different couniTy in many ways. And I"m astonnded at the speed with
which, I think, the TS is imploding

”Memmnmhuﬂmmw]:m&itmﬂuﬁfim longzer enough for
a person of farth to zet along with, or to serve, or to weat well someone they dis-
apres with. And I think that the political business media, celebrity class, and also
acadernia. it seems that there's much more of 3 demand that people approve of,
that they validste that they celebrate things that they acmeally dizazree with.

“Persecution iz nothing new. . The thing is. that we in the West have not expe-
rienced [persecution] very much. It's very unusnal for 3 Westerner to be amested
for his faith. 5o we haven't expenenced it, but T think we are going to. I think it's
coming to this country.”™

Cme mizht argue that persecution is now alive and well in America with the
purging of Christianity fom the government, the nmzzling of state officials,
employees, and appointees who are Christian the public attacks oo churches and
Christian businesses, the media and Hollywood's disparaging of awything Charis-
fan in almost every flm they make. The kind of persecution Andrew Brunson
endured m Twrkey hasn’t amrived yet. Mevertheless, a5 he suggests, it appears as
though it might be right around the comer.

As frightening as that prospect may sesm and no one m their rght mind desires
it, persecntion could have a positive effect on mme religion.

For example, Bishop Polycarp, an older man at the time, was put to death for
his faith in Smyma in the year 167. He had med very hard to escape amest but
was evenmally wacked down. When apprehended, be was ordered to curse Christ

Polycarp replied:

“Six and eighty vears bave I served him, and be has done me nothing except
zood. How then can I curse my Lord and Saviar™™

At that profession his abductors sentenced him to death. Wood was gathered
and piled in an open sguare, and the white-haired ¢ld man was made to mount the
large heap. But when they sought to fasten him to the stake, he told them:

“Mo, leave me fhus. He who has strengthened me to encounter the Aames will
zive me the power also to stand firm at the stake!™

And in this manmer, Pelycarp suffered 3 martyr's death.

Persecution has 2 way of making a germine follower of Fesns Chrst, an mdi-
vidual of stardy and profoumd farth.

Criher Christians died 3= Polycarp did during the Ind Cenmiry, and their haro-
izt had a posttve onicome in making Christians of that tme nobler, purer, and
vigorouns in their walk with God The persecuted became, as Tertullian said, “a fan
which cleanses the Lord’s threshing-foor ™

Moreover, Christianity began to sweep the land.

“Tie conguer in dying; we zo forth tmphant at the very moment we seemed
subdued. .. The aftener we are mown down, the more do we grow i nnmber The
Bood of Christians is the sead of the Chumch!™

Eumammuxenuﬂysmﬂ,"ﬂ-&camfulahmlwhﬂmmf v just might zet
it.” Qudte some time now, many faithfnl Chrstians have been praying esmestly
for revival in the church and spirineal swvakening to sweep America.

The answer to such prayers may be on its way and coming via an nnexpectad
MmIEANS — PErSeCnion.

FRaverend Dr: Mark Creech it Executive Director gf the NC Chriztian Action
League. You may contact him at revmarkcreech @ohriziianactionleague. org or
RIO-FET-0E0G

X XX
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No Regrets Family -
Good Girls Finish First
By Dean Honeyoutt
Mitchell County

This aricle is for all those youngz girls out there who
choose purity over populanity and peer pressure. For
all those courageous young ladies who have said yes m
“true love walts”. You do finish first becase you have
choszen to honor God in your life and in your comduct.
Praise (zod for godly voung wornen who enter mamriage
chiaste and pure.

The world may not celebrate your chastity, your peers may not admire you, the
oys may not pay you a lot of atteation, tat who cares. At the end of the day, you
hawe “no regrets”. You have done things the right way and God will komor you.

I never realized how much pressure was placed on young girls. Promiscuaous
behavior in socizl media, movies, felevision shows, and among peers is celebratad
and even considered the norm. There are 50 manoy couples who live together these
darys it is ridiculons. I zet embarrassed o go to the mall or somewheare o eat with
oy wife and zee some girl half-dressed. A father on Facebook recently embar-
rassed iz danghier by wesring some short shorts. He zaid if vou (his daughter)
can go out in public dreszed like that then so can I

I thank the Lord for young ladies who dress modestly and care how they look in
fromt of others. The modest dress cays I respect novself and T am confident m wha
T am That is why you finish first becanse your confidence and idenfity are not
found i what others think of yoo

Good girls findsh first becanse they love the Lord more than they love the
world. Let me tell you God kas great things in store for yoo Good girls findsh
first because they do not hawve a lot of skeletons m the closet that come back to
haumt them later in Life or things they apolosize for later in life. Good girls finish
first becsuse they can look in a mirror and having pothing to be ashamed of and
everyihing 1o be proud of.

I realize this article mayv not be read by the youns ladies for whom it is written.
But parent, prandparent. Sundsy school teacher, you can enconrage and appland
the youmg lady who chooses purity. Von can tell them that they are the true haroes
and role models for all youngz ladies. You can tell thes that more people are pay-
ing attention to them and some would give all to be who they ars.

Drads, you can praise your danghter for her modest dress and godly charac-
fer. You can show her from a youmg age how a man should treat a woman with
respect. You can, as many fathers have done, take your danghter ot on a date and
bless ber with a purity mng or necklace that will remind her of her commitment fo
chastity. Dads, yon play a vifal role in the amimdes and actions of your dsughter.

It was necessary that I write this amicle to commend, celsbrate, and praise
all youmg ladies wio love the Lord and choose chastaty. The Bible says, “who
can find a wirtnous wife, for her worth is far above rubies ™ This wife is hbonored
becanse she was a good girl, and in her vears of being single. she chose o honor
Grpd i purity. “Chamm is deceitful, and beauty i= passing, but 3 woman who fears
the Lord, she shall be praised.™

Gopd (Girls finich first because God hes promized Pealm 84:11 KTV 1000)

Mo good thing will be withhold from themn that walk uprighthy.

Paztor Dean Honeyoult shephards Snow Hill Baprist Church in Bakersville, NC.

He may be reached ar 525-355-0213, snowhillbaptiznggmail.com , or visit their
website at www snowhi baptizi com.

You didn’t work this
hard to worry about
the unexpected.

Let a local Indepandent agent help
you cover all you've bl 200U
EA0 Worry about your L% i,
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CeLesrATING 100 YEARS 1919-2017!

FORTNER

INSURANCE AGENCY

Ll
ﬂlmhﬂ
www forfnerinsurance.com

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

FE - HOME -

CAR -« BUSINESS

YIDED CAMERA
INSPECTION SERVICE

« LAMPLETE SEWER & BRAIN SERVICE
» VIBEQ CAMERA INSPECTION

= FLOMBING REFAIR

« LINE LBCATION

« TRACKHOE WEaK

« (LICEREED AND INSURED

= FAMILY [TWHED ARD DFERATED

RebGirement

Resource Management

\ Educabian, .ﬁnnlgsls and Ennnululng

What is the biggest risk vou face in Retirement?

Market Volanlity
Rumnmng ont of money
Long term care event
Taxes

o
a
a
o

As a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ practitioner, I
help people analyze these nisks and create a plan that addresses

each in coordination with an optimized Social Secunty
Strategy.
I work with people 25 -50 to save m a tax efficient way by

companng options avatlable to you and people 50-T0 to
position assets to coordinate with Social Secunty and
nuimize the impact that taxes have on your retirement.

Mention you saw this ad and receive a free tax analysis of

vour retirement plans

I'o Schedule an appeintment call (828) 559-0299 or
emuail Stevel@retirerm.com

68 South Main Street Suite 200
Mavrion, NC 28752
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The Roller Coaster Eide of Life! -

2 Corinthians 4: 1-10
By Dr. Jack Hodges
Burke Couniy

"Thergfbre saeine we Rawe his miniziry, ven as we
obiained mercy, we don't faint. But we have renounced the
hidden thimes of shame, not walking in cngffiness, nor han-
diing the word qf (rod decetffiully; but by the mamifestation
of the fruth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.
Even [four Good News iz vailed, it iz vallad i those who perizh; m whom the god
af thiz world has biinded the minds of the unbalieving, that the Hght gf the Good
News gf the glory of Christ, whe &z the mmaee gf God, shorld not dawn on them.
Forwe don't preach oursehves, b Christ Jezus as Lond, and ourselves as your
sarvanis for Jesus ' sabe; seging it o God who smd, "Light will shine out of dark-
miss, " who kas shone in our hearis, to give the light gf the Inowiladze af the glory
af God in the face gf Jesus Christ. Bui we have this freazire in clay vessels, that
fhe excesding greamess of the powar may be qf God, and not from oursehves. We
ane pressed on @very side, vef no? crushed, perplaxed, yel not to despair, purTed,
yat mot forsaken; struck down, yer not destroved, ahways carrying in the bodly the
puifting to death af the Lord Jesus, that the ljfe of Jesus may also be revealed in
our hody

It iz hard to believe that it has heen 25 years since we first saw the 1904 movie,
Forest Gmp. So moch has happened in each of our bives and i the world in
those 25 short years. Do you remember how the movie stanted ont? It opensd
with a scene showing a feather floating down and aronnd, being whisked abont
by the wind of a passimg car or a sudden gost of wind, finally coming to rest oa
the muddy old shoes of 3 man siting patiently oo a bench, seemingly waiting for
& s, Forest Gump, who is all decked out in 3 white suit, reaches down, takes
the feather opens his old suitcase, reaches inside, takes out a book and places the
feather inside the book. Then, be closes the book and the switcase, A bus commes
and goes. Forest seemns oblivions and a bit bewilderad. A lady in 8 nurse’s outfit
sits dowm beside Forest on the bench herself clearly thers for ons purpose. to
catch a bus home from a long day’s work. Forest opens 3 box of chocolates and
acks the lady if she would like one. She declines showing a bit of apprabension
ghout what kind of fellow she has =at next to. “T could est about a million and a
half of these,” exclaims Forest Gump. He continues, “My momma always said,
‘Life is like 3 box of chocolates.™ You never know what you're goona get.”™

Although I see the point, life is not like a box of chocolates. That's too tame,
foo passive, and too delicious. For me, life is like a roller coaster ride. Yep, life
is like a roller coaster ride—with highs, lows, twists, and toms. Like “Bubba™
says abouwt shrimp m the movie, “You've got your shomp kabobs, shrimp creole,
shrimp Fumbo, pan-fried. deep-fried, str-fried. There's pineapple shrimp. lemon
shrimp, cocomit shrimp. pepper shrimp. shrimp soup, shrimp stew, shrimp salad,
shrimp and potatoes, shrmp urger, shnmp sandwich ™

Well, in the warld of thrill rides. you've got your wooden coasters, steal coast-
ers, your inverted coasters, your suspended coasters, and your nmpulse and your
sitata-coasters. You're hanging, suspended, siting, laving down, andfor sirapped
in. The old woodsn coasters take yon oo one hill after another, hurling you ap-
wards toward the sky and then the bottom falls out leaving your stomach back at
the crest of the hull while the rest of your body is free-falling towards the earth,
anticipating a disastoons impact—only to find yourself suddenly twisting and torn-
ing, flying and falling again and again Dhzriness and disornentation are ofien the
result. The famt of heart holds on for dear Life. Thrill-seckers throw their hands in
the air and allow their bodies to be tssed about like a wet rag.

The newer steel coasters “glide™ alonz on a steel twbe with a serez of wheesls
that suoround the mbe, the only thing that prevents these missiles from fiying off
the track. These are usually the fastest, highest, snd miost thrilling of all the coast-
ETE.

A munber of years ago, my wife and kids visited the theme park at Cedar Point
in Ohio, which is world-rencamed for its collecton of coasters. Let mie tefl yon
about the coaster called Billenninm Force At that time, it was 2nd highest coaster
in the world, with a drop of 320 fi. Today, there are six other coasters that have
higher drops, one of those being Pary 325 at Carowinds. When I zot on Millen-
nnumm Force, I was already a little dizzy from some other coasters that had twisted
and mamed me every which way but lopse. S0, when I was strapped into this
coaster and jetted down a 320-foot drop at aboat 2 milss per hour, I was ill-pre-
pared for what I was about to experience.

Arceleration and de-acceleration are expressed in terms of “G." with 1-G
describing the effects of gravity we experience imder normal conditions while
at rest on the surface of the earth. When sccalerating to 2-G, one would feel the
force of gravity doubled As G-forces increase due to acceleration, you begin to
feel heavier and experence difficulty in moving your amms and legs. As G-forces
confinne to increase, yon may experience difficnlties in mwoving your hands and
feet and are not able to kit your bead to leok aroumd. At 3-G's, your ten-poand
head would weigh 50 pounds.

There are other effects of increasing G-forces as well. Blood coculation be-
comes impaired as the heart post work harder to pump bleed thronzh the body.
This impaired ciroulation can lead o a dinpmimg of consciousness as the heart can
no longer puomp blood to the brain. One mmight start to experience mnnel vision,
then colors wounld fade away and everythinge wonld sppear 35 white.

That's where I foumd myyself at the end of this 320 fi. drop on that coaster. IFT
ware in & space shuftle or aircraft and didn’t take countermeasares, the white
would kave faded to black and I wounld have just experienced a gravity-induced
loss of consciousness or Hlackout. Aeronautics experts say that, in general,
anything more than 4 or 5 G will cause the average person, who has not been
irzined fo deal with these effects o blackont. Exoemesly high G-levels can lead m

mare serious complicatons, such a5 compacied bladders, nosting red blood cells,
subdural hematomna, the inability to breathe and the cessation of circulzton.

Gravity Induced Blackount (GIB) is dangerons to your health. wouldn't von
agree? Mot many of us have expenienced this, not even oo the level that I expe-
renced that day. But I believe that in this roller coaster ride of life, every one of
us experiences what I will call “pressure-indnced whiteowts (PIW) or “pressure-
induced blackoas™ (FIH).

Unformnately, it doesn't take a roller coaster to induce the kind of pressure
that can and will produce the zame kind of phenomenon. I wonder—in your life
Jourmey, how many “G's™ have you fielt like yon have besn pulling lately? How
often have vou foumd yoursslf at a place or 2 time in your life where everything
sepms blumed or whited ont? When yon can't seem o see abead, or you liter-
ally feel the weight upon your heart or chest? You may be there nght now! This
kind of pressure may have been triggerad or cansed by amy pumber of things; ut
it usually ocours 3s 2 result of a seres of moumting pressures, expectations, or
unresolved confficts. It may have been brongihe on by a failure (e.z, job, marmiage,
missed promotion); or perhaps a result of a e, pain, or a wound (misundersiood,
sbandoned, dresms shanered and etc.).
for sure is that the decejver’s sirategy is always to rick us into making choices
that place us under the weight of these pressures. And these stressors, over time,
will certamly lead to confiusion, a “whiteout™ or “blackont.™ and even perhaps,
&n inability to see think or fesl. Satan is hoping that our confusion, numbness,
or sense of being overwhelmed will lead to feelings of helplessness and hopelass-
ness. In that memeant of weakness, Satan levels a one-two panch: (1) vou can't
st God—~God won't do for vou what He said he would do; and then the next
jab, {2} yvou are of no value or significance to God or amyvone else—so you oupht
as well give up! Time and time azain, the deceiver throws his punches. What he
is hoping fior is that you and I will sucoumb fo the pressure and choose fo remain
paralyzed Christians and are mete survivors of this roller coaster ride of life.

Howewver, the other thing that I know for sure is that God is who He said He is,
He iz the great “I am!™ I know that He will deliver on all His promizes becanse He
is faithfnl and tree. And T know that He has 2 plan and a purpose for each beliswer
to deliver us through the PIW s and PIB s of life and allow ns to experience the
“thnll™ of living this roller coaster ride of Life for Him and His glary and honor.

I believe that this is exactly whar Paul is talking sbowt in 2 Corinthians 4. He
shows us the tmth about the joumey: (vs. 8-9)

... v are qfificting in every way, dut not crushed: perplexed (or in doubs), bur
Hot despairing. persecuted, but ot forsaken, struck dovn, Buf mot destroyed...

Yon see, it is not God's intention that the twists and mrms of your life paralyze
you or make vou sick. God knows that this mortal Life is a roller coaster ride; that
it is certainly going to be difficult and at tmes, painful. This is not besven! Al-
thouzh He has prepared for us a place in etemiry, we are not yet there. 5o, while
we wait, our loving God desires that we experience the thrill and joy of living for
Him

I have developed a strategy for riding roller coasters thar allows me to enjoy
the thrill of the nide in spite of the reality of the pressure, G-forces and impact that
each tum, 2ach drop, each twist has upon my phy=ical body. What I have foumnd is
that this stratezy also works as [ am facing PIW"s and PIB's. Here is what I do:

1. I make some preliminary “wise” choices
2. I recogmize and accept the design of the roller coaster
3. When I get on the coaster, I focus siraight ahead

First, I make sompe preliminary wise choices. Several of those inclnde: T choose
oot to ride anything that goes around and around (T know Iwill zet motion sick-
pess); I choose not to ride anything that goes backward; I limit the munber of
rdes that | take on a coaster that is desizgned to constantly 8ip me over and owver;
nd I don't nide anything on a finll stomach. In other words, T limdt or steer clear
of rides and coasters that I know will make me sick or that attack nry balance or
equilibrum.

May I suggest to you that our histories are fnll of junk. Satan has snccesded n
filling our lives with cycles of experiences which tend to go around-and-around.
Why do vou choose to go round-and-aroumd? “Tot me™ you might comtent. Well
then, bow many times have you heard yourself say, “Here I go again!™ “T just
can't do anything right™ “T just can’t stop this!™ or any oumber of other dialogues
or “self-falk™ that cycles over and owver. These tapes indicate that there are (what I
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Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
call) “core beliefz" that have been built up, over fime, bazed upon and undergirded
by lies that Satan has fed us throughout our lives. There is always just encuzh
trath to mick ws, but not encugh to reveal the toe natre of that core belief—that it
is & lie. The Holy Spirit, however, also speaks to us (as balievers) as we go round-
and-aroumd showing ns that we are riding 2 dde that is making ws sick, prodocing
confilgion; that is convincing ws that our lives are helpless and hopeless. So, when
I glimp=e that [ am going in circles, I choose to stop nding that coaster

I also choose not fo dde aoy fde that goes backward. Does that mean that T
wion't Tegress from time to e ? Certainly not. But I do hiave a choice. When T
am aware that a certain choice will fake me backward, I choose to go forward.
Satan’s attemnpts to frick me inte thinking, believing, and acting apon the lie that
I“can’t po forward.” are met with the tmuth from God that exclaims that “T can do
all things through Christ that sirenzthens me ™

And I also choose not to nide when vy stomach is full. You know what's going
io happen if I do? —oaw stomach won’t be fiull very much longer When my world
is full; when there is jost too much siuff somg on around me and T am feeling
overwhelmed by it all, I don't make important decisions. I wait undl I am able to
digest. I think I rezson but most importawtly, T pray and wait for God o give bath
an answer and the peace and security that will come as a sizn of knowing His will.

Secondly, I recognize and accept the design of the roller coastar. Each coaster
has 3 unique desipn and 2 nnique purpose. One may be to drop you; another to
hmarl you; one to shake you, or another to tam yow. Perhaps, some of the new
steel coasters do all the above. Bur all the coasters have one Ccommon purpoese for
which they are also desizned—io bring you safely to the finish. When I grasp hold
of the fact that these coasters are desizned m camy me and the other niders through
fo the end, then I can focus upon having fon. It is the same with our roller coaster
Jjoumey of life.

My comfidence in life lies not in nyy ewn shilittes; nor may it be placed in amy
mumber of the survival skills that T have learned over the span of my life. by con-
fidence certaimly cammeot be forused on people or homan stactares. by confidence
omist only be foonsed on recognizing that my Savior has desipned a plan to bring
me safely through the storm to the finish In spite of whatever circnmstances, I
face, the Lord will fulfill His promdses o me and will complete His purpose in
and throngzh my Life. My hope and confidence are in Him!

Thirdly, I fecus sraight ahead In the midst of @ 320 fi. drop at 92 mph, or
&s Vo ATe frning a sharp curve of being twisted upside dowm is not the tme
o sight-see. Wou can't afford to be distracted by other things that are going on
around yow. You st foous soaight shead. When things are moving so fast
around you or you have fallen into confusion or can’t ses far ahead the mick is
io forns just ahead on what you can see. “Feesp your eyes fixed on the Lord.”
declares the Word of God—not upon your circumetances, not upon soy other
individwsl; tat apon the ons who zoes before vou and lights your way toarard
peace and security and blessings. Eeep your eyves on the suthor and findsher of
your faith—upon Fesns. He is the straight and the narrow way. He iovites you to
see Him know Him, and love Him He alone savs, “Come unte me 2l you who
are weary and beavy of heart, and I will give you rest.™

There is one final thing that I do: I laugh, throw my hands i the air, and enjoy
the ride! My God is for me! For sure, not all the joumey is going to be pleasant—
I can’t excpect it to be. This jowmey n preparation for heaven is 3 bompy ride.

We are nding i an onf-of-controel world characterized by sin and rebellion. But

I kneror who T am m Christ. T belong to Him becanse He has laid claim to noy

lifie and sealed oy destination by His marvelous sacrifice of Hiz precions blood-
shed on the cross. I know He has desimned a plan for me and T know whers T am
headed. I can’t sae it all just yet, but I know whers the end of the mde will be and 1
know He will bring me safely through it Blessings and enjoy the rde!

The Value Of Broken Things

By David Valls
Mitchell Couniy

Whar is the first thing people do when they find
spmething broken? Usually, they throw &t out. We
tend to discard broken things becanse we see them
a5 hawing no wvalee or as being bevond any hope of
repair  MNow, let's look at this from a spimieal perspec-
mve. Iam sure glad it does not work that way with the
Lord. {Fod specializes in finding value and potential
in that which is broken God does not wse people who have it all together to do
His work. He uses thoss who are broken.  Psalm 34:18 tells “the Lord is near
unta o them wiich are gf a broken heart and saves such which be gf a contrite
spirit” A good example of this is found in the book of Luke. A beggar by the
name of Lazams, laid at the gate of a rich man daily, begzing to be fed, even if it
was from crambs that fell from the rich man's table. The dogs came by to lick his
spres. The beggar died was buried and went to paradise, while the rich man lifred
his eyes im hell The begzar was saved despite his physical brokenness. The rch
man found himsalf in the torments of bell because be rejected Christ. A mem by
the name of Sanl of Tarsus spent his days persecuting the church and had men and
women thrown in prisen, simply becanse they followed Christ. He presided ower
the stomimg of 2 man name Stephen because be preached the Gospel of Christ.

He walked om the road o
to persecnie anyons that
was found practicing Chris-
fiamity. While walking
on the road, be was struck
blind by the lizht of Jesus
and was comvertad to Chris-
nanity and became one of
Gods greatest ambassadors.
This was the SAME man
who had once persecuted
the church so severaly. He
was 3 broken man spirimally, yet God saw potential in kim that he himsaif or no
one else saw. He never drearned that God would take his desire to persecute the
church and ransform it info a swong desire to see the gospel taken to the whola
world. These are oaly two of many examples found in the Bible where God used
broken people. Many think they must perfect themselves before they come to
Jesus Christ. Mot tme! God wants us to brng the broken pieces of our lives to
Him and allow him to put them back together.  He is the potter; we are the clay.
He alone kas the power to make ns what He wants us to be. God does not throw
away thar which is broken. He simply molds it into a masterpiece. Mo matter how
broken you are, God wants to nse youo He has a plan and purpose for your life.
Bring your brokenness and your burdens to Him. Jesus said cast all yonr cares
on me because He cares for you Many think that God is nnconcermed with thedir
problems and that He does not understand what they are going through.

My friends, God Himself came to this earth in the form of 2 man called Jesus.
He walked as we walked; He felt all the things we feli. He knows our pain. He
knows our sormow. He is acquainted with all our ways. ot oaly can he fix our
brokenness, He imderstands our brokenness. My fiends, do not be afraid to
comne to Fesns just as you are. He will mansform you info exactly what you were
meant ta he.

D Jack R Hodge:, Jr iz the Senior Partor af Fleasanrt Hill Bapiist Chaurch in
Morganion, Burke County. He has served as a pastor, a Wblical counzelor and a
Tnrernational Mission Board missionary.

Danvid Failz arrends Middle District Freewsil Baptis? Church i Bulndean. Tam
Jrom AMitchell County. T have been the adulf class Sunday school reacher for the
past 13 years.

See Us on Facebook

Washed Stone
Now Offering Wood-waste 12715 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine T
e e Securil, Linal5, Briih e Commercial Gravel
Call fie Duishp Fes (828) 766-6169 Public Welcome
www. brenews com Angust 2019 - Blue Eidge Christian News page 13



Crossword Solution YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
NC Senate District 47

Gov. Boy Cooper vetoed the state tadget over
his ultimanum for Medicaid expansion Dhespite
pumeTous attempts by Senate and Howse leaders
to negotiate with the governor on hos stated prion-
ties, he choze, mstead, to veto the state budzet
over a single policy disagresment. An absenre of
& state bodzet blocks raises for state eniployess
and teachers, 544 billion for school constrction
over 10 years, tax cuots, scholarships for low-in-
come Children to attend the school of their choice,
and fimds to eliminate the rape kit backloz As
part of the negotiations, legislative leaders offered
the governor a special session oaly to deal with
access to bealth care izswes, including Medicaid

ansion; however, he rejected that offer and i
?;}'uﬂm'uueﬂuatdidn:fﬁ:ﬁudemtmmdiﬂe Sen. Ralph Hize
expansion of Medicaid Ralph Hise{dneleg net
Adding more folks to the Medicaid rolls doss 019-T33-3480
oot mean more care wonld be svailable, as there
is already a shortage of health care practitioners in our rural areas. Almost 1 in 5
Morth Carplinians are already on Medicaid, inchuding 40%% of children. Madicaid
also covers 34% of all births in Morth Carolina. The expansion would further
sirain & system that is already stained. A 25% increase in 3 numbsr of Medicaid
recipients puts at oisk those currently receiving Medicaid —-- low-income par-
ents, children preznant women, the elderly, blind, and disabled.

. If our state expanded Medicaid, it is expected thar 500,000 people would be
5udﬂku 5ﬂ|ut|nn added to the Medicaid rolls, of which 215,000 are in the “coverage gap” between
marketplace subsidized coverage and traditional Medicaid which mesns that

the nearhy 300,000 of theze 500,000 who are currently eligible for zovermment-
subsidized insurance on the marketplace. or are receiving coverage through their
employer, would be forced onto Medicaid under expancion and no longer have
access to private health ivsurance For those who do have private insurance, Med-
icaid expansion would result in higher costs for them. In states that have expanded
Medicaid hospitals have cost-shified their loss from the lower reimbursemeants
they receive for Mediczid patients to patients with private msurance.

MNumbers do not support the claim that expanding Medicaid will help in the
fight against drmg abuse, addiction, and overdose deaths. In 2017, the five states
with the hizhest death rates from dmug overdose all expanded Medicaid early om.
All five states saw an ncrease in deaths from a drug overdose A case in point is
West Virgimia_ which expanded Medicsid in 2014 and then saw 3 spike in owver-
dose deaths from 355 percent i 2014, the first vear of Medicaid expansion, to
57.8 percent in 3017, According to the Eaiser Family Foumdaton, of the 26 states.
with ahove-average opioid death rates, 20 of the states have expandsd Medicaid.
Diultiple studies showr that the expansion of Medicaid o able-bodied adults in
many states has created a sinaller labor market, that is, fewer people willmg o
work. A smdy by the Mational Buresu of Economnic Fesearch showed that adding
childless adults to the Medicaid rolls conld decreasa the likelihood of them work-
ing by 10%. Lastly, munerons studies have shown that despite the remendons
cost of Medicaid expansion, there is no significant, if any, inprovement in health
outcomes, Supporters of expansion claim that new hledicaid enrollees would see
A primary care physician and make fewer visits to the emergency room for non-
emergency care However, according to a stdy by the Wew England Tonmal of
Medicine, new enrollees m Orezon made §5% more emergency room visits over
the first § months than those not covered. This mend contimmed over 3 subsagquent
S-month perigds.
Ihﬂiﬂﬂﬂ!}iaﬂh‘mﬂl&ﬂfﬂlm&dﬂcﬂﬁ&tﬂlﬂﬂlﬂcﬂﬂmmﬂlﬂﬁ&m

| including repeal of Certificate of Need
- . e | W (COM) laws and allowing APEs to
€< > COOPERTIRES ‘ - B e Y
Y| waming to Gl the gaps in heslth care
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The Feest of The Story
By Fammer Doug

I capniot betp bat belly 1aazh when Iread these episodes of Clmt on the famm snd =
member back 1o te day it ook place. The: waterms tank is s6ll wordng and soll bas fobe
cleaned ot goite offen buf the elecme fence has been replaced by a 4-srand barbed wire
fence that has a gate where Clint decided o become an elecirified wire clutcher. T remem-
ber miy disbeliefwhen I looked back and he was stmding there shaking like a leaf holding
the wire with this weird look on his face. Tlkmew fhat i wonld not kil him but thougit he
had lost his ever-loving mind’ His story tells it all and is tomly fomry:. Enjoy the read and
don’t hold on to elecric fences!

The Funny Farm

By Clint Pollard

Mamy of von have written emxiled or called slbont this colomm
It meeanys that you fmd delipht m oy many foibles, mesadventires
veraciky — that would be TRUTH telling — regandine thecs tales 4
coupde thires yon shoubd koow: The Tord nndoubtedly prosects
me from nryself and the royriad monssers and events that seak
to sonff me ot and these staries are absohdely e (pot to sy T
don't exagrera®e A ey iy bit @ ) Mow 2et 2 load of this:

Fride Comes Before Electrocution’

Tt was snother wanm and DY day at Harrel] Hill Fanms. T anderstand now, winy fanm-
ers are obsessed with the weather [ was asking God to open the hemvens and pour paois-
fize on our parched farmisnd  Hay sin't growin’, “maters are wilting, “tater paich looks ks
a forest fire aftermath . fhe soil is groaning for water Bsbbling crecks and fiee Sowing
streanys which had cascaded onby weeelks befors now have slowed to 2 mere mckls.

This day royy friemd Dione Harred hias dogg nse all over the momesirems tereyin, sprayie
some kind of dastardly wead Killer on the fence line. He's leamed not to must me on the
iractor in the presence of other lneman beings so be doves, dragsings me and 10,000 fest
af vellrw hose in hiz wake. T am imadsine dwmash the valley, pulling 5 miles of hose pipa,
spraying this modem day meclear wase on a gazillion miles of pig weed (By the way, one
day I will ask tie Lord bow come He made ptz weed. . .it's ugly; it chokes edible planis,
and has thoms the size of horseshoe nals. . that just ain't iz Amyenay, I'm cogiously
nmning belung the tracoor oying to avoid falling v a3 proundhog cavem. For I know dere
is an ymdereronmd monster waniing to draz me o the center of the earth’s core and devour
oy fiesh!

I maess thery are called waterms holes, althoneh they are rope Bke watering tanlks. They
realty aren't tanks pither, they are really censent dormts which rise out of the earth and fll
with waer from who knows where. [ mean there is no waer oo the gardens. no water in
the cesks, and here I am Jpokdng ata roand concrete licky-doo full of Life saving water.. .
2o figare. isn 50 pnach to leam on this faom!

Armyoray, A D Hamell —“Diaddy T fio his family — hes wold Dioug we need to mstop
these fountams, geysers, watenng holes. . whatever in the heck they are. Seerns rond and
debris are inferfering with the fow. So off we 2o o do whatever a farmer does o mstop
the cow spring!

TWell, there’s an elecmic fence around the pasmres 1o keep de bovine i and others our
Weeks ago. I'was shown where io commect and disconnect the power making entry safe If
you care. the power comes out of 3 Little on-nnlding. sont of an anckent hamied shed type
stmacname beside Diaddy D's home Wy first foray to the shed T fully expeced 3 tvp-headad
smeake 3 Errante spider or af least 3 swam of hees 1o assanlt py perspnage. Althmash T do
recal] the spider webs sppearing like 8 Tolms-Damville fiberalass facory: Thamkfidly not 3
single behemoth approached me, and Thoss told me sbvays to remember to disoonnect the
power before towching fhe wire. Dsh! What kind of roorno does be think T am™

As we peared the cow wasering spigot I thonght I saw Dongs take the wire in bis kands m
stegdy his vanlt over the fence You need to know that Dong and Daddy D are ooy heroes,
I many regards, tut I especially long 1o be a fmmer like them And Diong and [have long
bad a congpetitive thing™ berween us, whether playing golf picking beans or egting cake.
Coe always hopes to ouiperform the other. Back w the fence ..

Followine i Dioug’s footsteps, I grabbed hold of the harbed wire with hoth hands,
througzh ey fingertips, ingled twouzh nry wiists — continmed up o1y ame, neck and head,
spilking domm into roy beack: and belly, exiting teomaeh o feet Heck T don’t ko — it's
oot 3 comstant shock, it's 3 SLOW elecirocwiion echmique. T felt like an elecimic eel did the
hokey pokey, wrizsling and dancing i the thytion of pulsng elecmiciny. MNearby Dong had
“that look™, as if e was suspended in e and space, wmsure be was seging what he vwas
SEEINE.

Meammavhile, I'm clinging to this fence for dear life — smoke emenating from mside ooy
wet gloves (Ckay, oot exacly pourine out but so it seemed). Vet T thousht, “Tf Dows, Har-
redl can beobd dis wane T CAN TOO. I willnot grveup” And I did . .and I did. . and I did
My hair standine on end . .each appendape covered in poose bunps as body i rose to
the heavens. . srwoke conting from oy ears. ] was commilsing to the passage of mbermis-
fent eleciricity. I'wore 3 imsed ook, 8 sickly prin as T was not about to 21l what T duonebt
was another test of oy farmer matde.

Dioug finally approached and said, “ Ul what are you doing™ At that moment, T lost ooy
will to contimee this inssnity. . 1 don’t care if Doug had held tis fence for Jonger than 1.
time fo sumender. Periodic barsts of eleciricity passing tiwongh Famer Chint's body cannot
add o life expectancy. . Twould simply lose this challenge!

Pouncing over with both less, I melessed the wicked harbed wire &t last I gazed af Doug
with newfonnd sdmiration and mquired “Howr did you do that” [ mean, didn’t & bore
you™ Confised he asked “How did I do what™ Perplexed and amnoyved T continned,
“Huold oo that wire so long. . it's HOT!™

As I've oome fo-expect, Doug just smiled st mme— that kind of sile that implies. “Oh
eoodness where did T find this guy™ — and said. “Cling, the fence is hot. T went umder the
WiIe, ot e it
the prehistoric torare fence. Bow [ was upset 50 I asked Diong, Wy did vou let me do
that — I conkd have been kkllad™ Wik s mvinkls of miischi=f in hiz eyes and wondsr in his
pund he replied “Well, T don't kmow shout that It's not likely you would be killed Bur
Tve leamed that wihen wom mess wap it's with st and by the time T estch what yow're
deoing it's too lame to save voo ™ [ neted and we moved on to belp Daddy D anphes the
o fonmtain

Tapping oa Dong's shoalder, I propowmced with wowst confidence, “Bet yoa can't hald
& hat fence as long as me ™ “Yesh youwin that one, Clint, ™ he said as be walked sway

{That's fimery I don't care who va ae’)

Fegandless. of nry incomipetence as Famer Cling, T kmon that the Tord stood thers with
me - althoagh He Heely kept His distance while T'held the hot wine. Yet, once azain, mi-
racubmushy T had cheated death on the fmyy fanm.

Fammer Clint
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pray? Does (rod really answet praver? Then why do
we spend so little time in prayer? Could we be guilty of
mbelisf?

Gemesis 4:20b (af that fime people began fo call upon
the name g the Lowd) is the first mention of prayer in the
Bible, althonsh Adam and Eve surely talked to God in the Garden before and after
they were evicted. This hrle verse is mcked in afier the fall of Adsm and Bve; afier
Cain killed Abel; and even after several generations had been bom. By this fme
evil was rampant in their midst,

Did men bagin to call on the Lord because they felt the weight of their sm? We
know that people do not i
sepk (Fod on their oam,
therefore, God placed within
their hearts 3 desire to call
out to Him. In Genesis 5:28,
we see that one of Cain’s
descendants, Lamech had 2
son gnd named him, Moah,
saying, “He will congfort s
i the labor and pairyfd fodl
of our hands caused by the
God abways desired o dwell
Thingsy zrewy worse and worse, and finally, God became sorry that He had made
man and decided to destroy all life with a great focd. However, Woah foond favor
in the eyes of the Lord. Moah was also a comfort to God becanse e was a dghteous
man. We do not see Aoy scriphares that spesk of Moah praying to the Lord, yet obwi-
oushy, he did He was 3 light in 3 very dark workd. It is amazing how God abways
has somveone prepared to fulfill His mdssion on planet Barth Moah had a personal
relationship with the Lord, an intimacy that produced obedience to the Word and the
will of God. That is fertile ground for a vibrant prayer Life.

Afver the flood we stll see very little mention of prayver umiil we meet Abraham
and then only sfter God's covensnt with him in Genesis 15. Abraham balieved God
and it was credited o him as righteonsness. In Genesis 18 we pick up the dialopue
that the Lord had with Abraham about the destruction of Sodom and Gomor-
rah Abraham stared plesding with the Lord to spare the cify if he could find 50
nighiesns people. He went all the way down to 10, bot pot even 10 could be found.
Iotice the boldness of Abrahsm with the Lord He was speaking with the Lord on
a personal kevel, 35 2 friend bt also with moch boldness. Wiy did e Lord allow
such an infimate exchangeT He could have stopped Abrahsm with 2 glance. What
Eave Abraham the right to speak this openly? It was his relationship with the Lord
based on His faith in God's promises.

In Genesiz 20, we sep 3 liftle glitch m Abrabam’s faith however, (od =till heard
his praver. Abraham told 3 foreipn king. Abimelech that Sarsh was his sister, rather
than his wife becanse he believed that the king wold kill him for Sarsh. However,
God spoke to Abimelech i a dream and said to him *Behold, vou are a dead man
becaze gf the woman whom you have taken, fbr she is a mom §wife. Now dbimel-
telling him to refurn Sarzh to Abraham Althongh Abraham had lied fo this king,
Fod said to Abimelech: “Now retram the man & wife _for be i a prophet. so that he
Wil pray for you, aed you shall Bve”. Why did God answer his prayer? Becanse
even in his moment of weakness, Abraham was a man who walked in the righteonss-
nmess of (pod based om faith. That is the key to an effectve prayer life.

We will not see the word prayer mentioned again ol the book of Mumbers, al-
thongh we st assume many servants of the Lord prayed ferventy. After all Tacok
wrestled with the angel of the Lord i Grenesis 32 and declared that He would not
let po umtil be received a blessing. This was alse a prayer. Facob had been a deceiver
and had lived up to his name quits successfully. God had a greater plan for him The
anpe] asked Tacob his name a5 if e didn't already possess that infonmation Yet, it
was crucial for Jacok to spesk hic name Tam the decefver . Then the ange] said
“vour aame will ne longer be decarver, 1t will be Lragl, which memns T struggies
with (od ", That stuggle changed Jacoh forever He was oo longer a deceiver, bt a
prince of God, based on his faith It is an act of faith to wait on the blessing regard-
less of the consequences for be walked the rest of his life with a limp.

Are we in the right place to have God's ear?

Are we willing to be people wiho call on the name of the Lord wholehearmedly?

Do we Live a life that is a comfort to God?

Are we in a position fo come boldly to God in praver?

Hawe we believed God to the point that we heave become the righteonsness of
God? (2 Cor 5:21)

Do we kesp shor tabs with the Lord? (1 Tobn 1:9% (Psalm 86:1F)

Hawe we heopme the new creation in Christ that is a necessity to have our prayers
answered? (2 Cor 5:17)

Are we willing to wrestle with God concerming our neads, even if it takes all
night? Are we willine to wrestle with God conceming our needs, even if it leaves 3
scar?

Crur mumber one geal s 10 be prepared for an sudience with the King

Caron Cling iz a_full time wifk, a part time manager of refirament commumities,
volunieer Director of Moman & Mirsions af her church and on an ongoimg journay
1o become a true full time disciple of Jesus Cheist. She enjoys playing piano,
simging. gardening, walching movies and hanging ouf with her fabuious Rushand
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Dﬂslﬁmﬂ American Tour Returning
to North Carolina This Fall

By Franklin Graham

Franklin Graham’s onsoing Decision Armerica Tour will roll
From Cictober 1-13, the Decision Amenea Tar Hesl
State Tionr will make eight stops in Fayeteville, Gresmille,
ﬁ?ﬂmngtml,Ralugh,Gmmrhmu Hickory, Charlotte, and

Danslmﬂnmxaﬂmﬂﬂ:'mlmerSmpg
Faveiteville
Tuesday, Ootober 1
Creenville
Wednesday, Comober 2
Wilmington
Satorday, Oomober 5
Ealeizh
Sunday, October §
Gresntshoro

Wednesday, Oomber 9
Hickory

Thursdsy, October 10
Charlotte

Satorday, Choober 12
Asheville
Sunday, Ociober 13
Times & vermes oo be armounced
Eilly Graham was bom snd raised in Charlotte, which is home to the Billy Graham
Library and the headquarters of the Billy Graham Evangslistic Azsociadon (BGEA).
Before Mr. Grahmam pazsed sway i Febmary 2018, he spent many years i hfontreat,
Horth Carplivs, just outsids Asheville. That's where Franklin Graham and his four
siblings were raised.
“The work of BGEA has desp roots i Morth Caroling and I am excited to have the
mmm&ﬂwmmﬁummmmm " Pranklin Graham

Iheﬂmnnﬂmaﬁmhshemmﬂngmﬂmﬂumﬂ?mgmeﬂm
beginning of 2014, when Franklin Graham visited sl 50 state capitals to lead Ameri-
cans in prayer and call the nation back to God.

The final stop of the 2016 tour took place m Balsigh Morth Carcling, where mare
than 14,000 people coowded the Capitol Groumds to pray iogether.

Since them Franklm {rabam has contirmed to ravel to varions regions of the coum-
ry—muost recently the Morteast—io tell peopls the Good Mews of Fesus Christ.

“There's lots of relizions m this world, but teere's only one Jesus,” he shared with
thousands of people in Syracnse, Mew Yook, last month. “He gave you a sonl, and its
vahishle becanse He paid for i with His blood ™

When dozens of upstate Mew Yorkers walked to the froot of the venue 1o indicate
making 3 decision for Christ, Franklin Graham led them in a prayer of repentance
and faith. Then he reminded them they just zot a fresh star, A wemendous Damont
Faleizh Worth Caroling, in Cotober 2016 capped off the whirlwind tour of all 50 state

“You're forgiven Yon're forpiven You're forpiven ™ e said “Tlon't stay n those
sms. Yo' 've got 8 new bepinning m front of yow ™

In Morth Caroling this 511, Franklin Graham will bring the same meassaze of for-
giveness and hope.

In some ways, the sudience will be different than the one that zadsered in Mew Engz-
land and upstate New York Afier all Morth Caroling bas long been considered part
of the couniry’s so-called Bible Belr. But many Christians in the stae. incloding those
plamming Ociober's tour, are quick to point out times have changed.

“Alkthouzh moest people would dunk of Wort Carolins as being the Bible Belt, I'm
not 50 sure aoymore ™ said Steve Fhoads, vice president of Church Minisoy for the
BGEA.

“The state that we live in is pretty secular, and vou just kave to be i Charlote. Fa-
leigh Ashevills or some of these places fo sse it he said_ “Tr's reflected i the caliure.
MAMany people live with no sense of (God and nd sense that people are responsible or
aorountabls to amyone other than themeelyves,

“Tie see that in Words Carolins rmors tdeam we wonkd heve 10 vears smo. Won ust
have to look aroumd. ... Ii's reflected everywhere.”

“The state that we live in is preity seqalar ... Many people Ive with no sensa of
God and oo sense that people are responsible or sccoumiable to aoyone other than
themselves ™

—5teve Fhoads, BGEA Vice President of Clvarch Mindstry

Fhoads, the son of @ late Charlotte pastor, says many local preachers are well sware
ufhurﬂ:.C:rulma‘:—:ithmgarulm

“There are 3 lot of zood, sirong, Bible-preaching pastors, young and obd, who aren't
an swakening here ™ Rhoads zad “Chiorches cam be foll of people who mo o chorch
an Sunday but aren't borm agaim. Unbess (od shakes up the chorch it's misersble o be
m iz houses of worship thet sre dead. 5o pastors are gwars that we need an aaaken-
mg-1:

Fhoads hopes to work with many pastors i the coming meoaths 35 tour preparstions
gt underway. Ahesd of the Ocinber events, the BGEA will hold Christsn Iife & Wit-
ness Courses across the state, with the zoal of equipping bebievers to deepen their faith
and have the courage and tools to amicnlase it.

“The problems that Morth Carolins faces are deeply spirinesl, and the only answes

io those problems is God,” Fhoads said. “Franklin Graham is holdng this series of
events i preach the Good Mews of Jesus Christ and to call the charch o prayer. We
look forwsard to working with thousands of churches to bring hope acposs the state ™

Check back with Bilby(Grabham org and subscrbe fo our emails for npdates oo the
Decision America Tar Heel State Tour, mcludng vennes, thwes and bow you can get
imvolved In the meantime, please pray that people across Worth Carcling will find
salvation in Jesus Christ.

Raverend Frankiin Graham is Fresident and CEQ of the Billy Graham Evan-
pelistic Association and of Samaritan & Purse, an imfernanional Chrisiian religl

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Little Our Of The Way, But ALOT Less 1o Pay”

774 SOUTHERN STATES

Farmer owned since 1923.

* Fertilizer » Sprayers
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« Garden Seed * Drain Tile

* Red Max weedeaters » Pet Supplies

» Grass Seed

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerrv & David G'rlfﬁtl
4301 NC 197 North idgri rontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith2 5@ frontier.com

Ye are of God, hiitle cluldren, and have overcome them:
becanse greater 15 he that 15 in you, than he that 15 1 the

world 1 John 4:4
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Tim’s Treasures

Make A Way in the Wilderness
By Tim Tron
Burke Coungy

The old path had been obliterated by the multimds of
fioods sweeping through the valley. Ower the course of the
late winter and early spring, the rains had fallen heavily i
npon the monntain. The water had nowhere to go but down. §
into the valleys below. Massive logs had been strewn this
way and that, like straws spilled on a table, their remains
were all that was left, like bones upon the shoreline of a
distant war. Mow, there were anly piles of dark, entangled
webs of reots and logs. Their bolk lay wherever the ourents had sobsided.

Cme snch testament to the dizasters of this past season had now blocked the old
frail which was once where nry weekly crossing of the fdver would lead. It had
been over a year since my last venture. Like a blanket of comfort, vines and forest
growth had already claimed their new patron 25 their own. To once more scale the
opposite shore would requite finding a new way, a new path; blazing a trail oncs
mcre through the wildermess. It was as if God was spesking o me this past weak
when all the events had fallen into place, such that there was finally time o seek
omt this new pathway. Much like many of our lives at this moment, you too might
be waiting on that next door fo open. You nupht feel like those prayers you have
lifited ower and over again are not reaching throwgh vour own ceiling. In this ome
of waiting, there is learming. In this season of pause, we nmst sesk what we have
vet to find in our faith.

One mizht ask, “Ts it even worth the effort to reclaim that old path? ar if yoor
congresatnon has lived through a nanaral disaster yon might ask, “Ts @t wonth the
momey o rebuild the charch after the storm™™ Tio those fallen on even the direst of
life’s circumstances, the question may anise, “How can [ even go on living™

Grod tells us through his prophet Isziah when he states, “Behold, Twill do a
maw thing: mow If shall spring forth; shall ye not keow it? Twill even make a way
in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert ™ Izaiah 43:19

We often cannot see beyond the next hill or bank of the rver. God bas put
before ns the oppormunity to blaze pew pathoways, leaving the old behind. When
we find our way is blocked by cironmstances bevond our control, or have a waz-
edy sirike, we nmst first seek Him. When we find God, we mnst then listen, fior
when we receive him his indwelling will become our puidepost When we learn
io listen for that sl small voice, we shouldn’t be surprised to find suidance and
direction, and often in the moest imlikely of places.

The afternoon thnmderstorms had been heavy, so it was no surprise to find the
river was up. The sandbar, covered with all manner of stone, was now nnder wa-
feT; it is my gauge as to when it is safe to cross of not. Having already decided that
this would be the day to find out if thete was a way possible, I went ahead with the
plan. A wiser man might have simply passed for apother day; not I The first few
footsteps into the murky nrbalence proved my infuition was cormect, the cuorent
Was earing sway at my footing. Scarcely had not one siep been taken before the
next was nearly washed our from nndemeath. The crossing was not going o be
easy. Mot to mention the distant shore, now covered with 3 network of vines and
briars, wonld be even more dannting. Thad juest begun, and it seemed as if 2l was
lost, In the back of oy mind the question arose as to, “Why, why are you deing
thiz?

Many times, when we are in the midst of our frial, even though we may be
within the darkmess of the valley of the shadow of death, we are not alone; God
is with us. As we take that next step, there are those in our lives waiching, like
the boats sumonnding the ship upon which Tesus had fallen askeep. Each small
vessal carmied passengers, who also wondered if this may be their doom, waitmg
for a sign from the boat upon which Christ had found passage. To their amaze-
ment, fromm a distance, they waiched as Jesus rebuked his dizsciple’s unbelief,
and then calmed the raping seas. Those too, whoe are with us each day, watching

General Dentistry for the Family

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlemts - Insurance Flled Foryvou
Monday - Thursday 8-5

Friday &-2 — w - | '_: ;
(828) 433-1223 C el -2 [

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 28655

onr demesnor and
response to the
hardships throngh
which wea trawail,
are likewrise inspired
by the sometimes
seemmingly insiz-
nificant details of
decisions we make;
regardless, if it is
something we find as
mivial or something
az horrific as the loss
of a family member
through a tragedy.
each event elicits &

5o, as I fought the raging cuments to reach the other shore, it was with admi-
rable satisfaction that when I embarked npon scaling the steep embankment, thers
was already an opening made by the hand of God. The force of the flood kad
caused not only mees to be washed away, but also the shape of the briars and vines
had been swept info uniform patterns, causing them o lay one npon the other, like
mating upon the earth. I easily found footing and barely had to oot back bt jost
a fewr thomy green briars, bers and there nntil the paved mail of the Colletiswille
Park was in sight. All of my apprebension and fear had already been taken care
of by the Master’s hand A1l that was asked of me was to iy, to take that first step
into the raging torrent and most in Him.

"When then passest through the waters, Twill be with thee, and trough the
rrvars, they shall rot overfiow thee: when thon wailkest through the fire, thou shalt
maf be named,; neither shall the fame bindle ypon thee "-Isaizh 43:2

When we find ourselves in these thnes of mal and waitng, we must forze new
forays inte God's Word, numing pages we might have never sought before. We
are ofien taken aback at how direct the word may speak to us. Who hasnt sought
an answer from God, and in so doing, opened the Bible at random and found the
very text to which your eye had cast upon answering you? But even in our doubt
and somzzle with waiting, we nmst keep every present in our mind thar He will
not leave us in our stmeele. The wrath of destmaction throwgh which we sorvive,
be it spiritual or physical, is not wmoticed by our Heavenly Father When we pass
throngzh the stomm. we will be blessed with the most loving promise, “Fho redee-
muath thy ljfe from destruction; wie crowneth thee with lovinelindners and tender
mgreres,” Psalm 1034

In the silence, God is working on Sa0SWeTINE YVOUr Prayers.

Be ever vigilant and patient. It fakes time, &t least from our bumanly perspec-
twe, for dvers to emerge from deserts. From the drest and most arid of the buman
soal can the finit of the Holy Spirtt spring forth, bubbling up unto the presence for
all to see; a testimony of kaving battled thronzh hell and survived by the Grace of
Grod to el the story.

Step into that torrent, blaze that trail once more and pever give np. Christ didn’t
die fior your sins for you to throwr away your life.

You can make it You have His promize.

Thanks be to God.

Timodhy W Tron Ives in Collerinidlle NC. with his family. He is the formar
Dhrector gf the Trail gf Faith in Faldese, where he st volumdeers and helps with
fours. He pow teackes Math full dme at Warauga High School in Doone. He is

the author af a new Chriztian series, " Children of the Light, * with the firs? book
being, "Bruecke fo Heavan, " and hiz recent book, being the second, “The Light in
the Dharkness. " He iz an active Mogser, arfizt, and musician. Timofhy also har a
BSEE from UF, and is a Lay Speaker. He can be reached af rwironigiive. com

Rew-Ray Pools & Spas
PHONE: 828-433-1T42

f' MOBILE: 828-443-1373

206 BURKEMONT AVE
MORGANTON, NC 28655
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1974

STEVE CARLISLE
BUILDER
KENRAYPOOLS@BELLSOUTH.NET

wwrw brcnews_com
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Denison Forum

How Michael Collins Enabled Apollo

11 Moonwalk: The Way to Change the World
By Jim Denison

Fifty yvears ago this Saturday, ar 1:44 p.m.. astronants
Meil Armstrong and Buzz Aldnn separated the hmnar land-
ing craft from the Apollo 11 command module A5 they
moved toward the moon, astronaut Michasl Colling stayed
behind. He was 250,000 miles from earth.

While Arestromg and A ldrn received much of the
attention for their maznificent feat, their joumey o te
moon 3od back would have been impossible withowt Collins.

He piloted the commmiand module through manemers that detached it from the
third stage of the rocket carrying them imte space. He then pivoted the moduale
and steered it as it docked with the hanar landing vehicle. When the lunar modunle
refurned from the moon, Collins directed the command module to reacguire it,
engbling Armstrong and Aldrin to reenter the craft they would nde for the jonmey
home.

In short, withowt Michae]l Collins, there would be no Iunar mission to celebrate
thiz wesk_

The heroes who saved a cathedral

Former Supreme Court Tustice John Paul Stevens died Tuesday at the age of
ninety-nine. One of the longest-serving justices in US history, ke was pooninatad
bry President Garald Ford but evenfually became the leader of the Court’s liberal
faction. His sopport for abortion, gay rights, gun resrictions, limits on govern-
ment aid for relizion, and the legalization of marijusna influenced the Court and
the culhare.

In other news, the Mew York Times is reporting on its extensive invesization
oo the fire ar Motre Dame Cathedral in Panis. It toms out, the According to the
Paris mavor, “Tt was clear thar some firefighters were going to 2o inte the cathe-
dral without knowing if they would come back firefighters who saved the cathe-
dral did so at presat dsk to themselves.

Arcording to the Paris mayaor, “It was clear that some firefishters were gong to
zo into the cathedral without knowimg if they would come back out ™ The iconic
landmark is now being rebuilt and will be a lasting tribute to their sacrificial coar-
age.

Whatever our view of Tustice Stevens’ moral positions, his culiural legacy is
profond. Though most of ns do not know the names of the frefishters who risked
their lives to save Mome Dame. we stand m their debt

The “pnly thing™ that changes the world

Cme of the great challenges facing culture-chanming Christians today is the
sense that seciety is headed so quickly and disastrously in the wrong ditection. It's
&s though our culioral cathedral is on fire and no amount of water, we spray on the
conflagration will be enough to make a difference.

But the opposite is the case.

While I disagres with anthropologist Margaret Mesd on a varisty of issues, this
starement atribnied to her is profoundly mee: “Iever doubt that 3 small group of
thoughtfnl, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing
that ever has.”

From Adam and Eve in the Garden to Fohn on Pammos, it's hard o think of &
significant ewent in Scripiure that did pot invelve 3 significant person. The same is
fme today: you have been entrosted with spiritaal gifts and cultural infinence that
are umigquely vours. Your Father's calling on your life is as individwal as yon are.
Discemning his call however, can be challenring for us all.

Faithful to the last word you heard

I hawe been reading the Book of Joshua recently and was struck by this fact:
shonted while the prissts blew their tumpsts, and the walls of the city fell {Joskma
&

}-Fnrthe latter, spme Tsraelites attacked and then retreated drawing out the men
of the ciry. Osher IsTaslites then attacked the cify from the rear. The two forces
then combined to destroy their enemy (Toshaa 8),

Clearly, the way (God has led ns in the past may not be the way he is leading us
in the present. For each circumstance and challenge, be has a3 word and a will for
his people.

A5 3 wise mentor once faught me, the key is to stay faithfinl to the Last word we
heard and open to the mext.

“Your face, Lord, do I sesk™

Hare’s the catch: To kmow God's word, we nunst be within hear-
ing distance of his voice.

Crur Father says to ns, “Seek ooy firce ™ (Psalm 27:8a). David
responded, “My begrr sy fo you, Tour foce, LORD, do I seek’™
{v. Bb). And the Lord said of him_ “T have found in David the zon gf
Jesze a mah giter gy heart, who will do all my will™ (Acts 13:22)
When we seek an intimate, personal relationship with God, we can
then know and do his will. And God will use our faithfnlness, as he
did Diavid’s, to leave an etermal legacy.

Mo one, not even an asimonat, 8 Supreme Court justice, or a
cathedral-saving firefighter, is more mportant to God’s work in our
wiorld than you are.

Would vour Lord sav vou are seeking hiz face today?

Jim Demizan PhD speaks and writes on culinral and contempo-
rary izsues. His daily column 5 distributed fo mare tham 113,000
subscribers in 208 coumtries. Soe more on the webzitg wwm
denizonforumorg. Commighted and printed By permission from
Demizan Foran.

Dave Says

By Dave Famsey

Dipar Dave,

My wife is so charged up after reading your books,
and now she is determimed to get us out of debt. I know
this is 3 good idea, but T just don’t have the passion for it
she does. There are also some things I really doa't want
to give up. Dio you have some suggestions for gemng
Een

Dipar EKen,

oals and dreams abways have a better chance of coming e if you have 5
written game plan. Sit down with your wife st the beginnimg of each month, and
halp her do a written budget. Give every dollar 3 name on papser before you spend
anyithing.

Confrary to popular belief, doing a budget is not tortare. It's also oot justa
math exercize. It's an opporhamity for you both to have input on what you want to
accomplish in life and how to make it happen. After two people are marmied they
become “as one.” And that’s how decisions should be made in 3 mamiape—facing
all the problems, dreams, and fears tomsther.

Omre vou sit down and do a budget, T think you’ll see whers you can cut back
nd make things happen that yon thought were mpossible before. You may hawve
to give up a few things for 3 little while, but when vou see how guickly yon can
gat ahead by making vour money behave I've got a feeling von'll get excited
about the possibilides!

—Diave

Dipar Diave,

We've followed your advice and put our kids on connmissions instead of allow-
ances, The problem is our B-year-old. He never buys anything, and he seems to be
very frugal by nature, Dio yoo have any advice for teaching him it is okay to spend
mMOney sormetimes T
Stephen

Dipar Stephen

You're absohately right for wanfing to teach him wize spending habits. Each of
us has the personality of being either a saver or 3 spendar. As parents, we shoald
halp our kids zrow in areas where they have weasknesses, and find ways o en-
hance their soengths.

{Give him praise fior being such a good saver, but zently encouraze him o spend
a little, to. Spending is one of the rewards of work and disciplined saving. You
might urge him to pick out something he really wants and help him mske a plan to
save enonzh money 1o bay that item. Once be has enongh money for the purchasa,
tarm it inte 3 celebradon of reaching thar zoal.

There are three things yon can do with money—spend it, save it, and give it
to others. Fornsing too much. or too Lttle, on any of these is not fimancially or
spirimally haalthy:
—Dave
Dave Ramsey is CEQ af Ramsgy Solufions. He kas authored soven best-selling
books, incliding The Toral Mongy Makeover. The Dinve Ramzay Show is heand
Iy more than 14 million liztenars each week an $00 radie statfons and multple
digttal plagbrms. Follow Dinee on the web at daveramagy. com and on Twitter ar
rDaveRamsey.

Out of town? You can still read
the "Good News'" on our new

Website: www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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small martin

ORTHODONTICS S

David C. Small, D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Russell E. Martin, D.D.S., M.S.

Orthodontics for ALL ages!

382 10th Ave Dr. NE
Hickery, NC 28655
(828) 322-1250

Morganton, NC 28653

110 Juniper St. Suite 300
(828) 433-1242

Emergency Contact: (818) 514-1981
www.smallortho.com

AN
- "" Agqneishon of

By Drshedantits,

YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOINUS FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

Mew selection of American-made
sofas! Genuine leather, fabrics
or a combination.

SO0UTHWEST
Trading
COMPANY
828-7T65-8261
279 Oak Ave,
Spruce Pine, NC

salas@swiradingcompany.com
www.swiradingcompany.com
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Fickle Feelings
By Joyce Meyer

There are some people in this world who are extremely
reliable. You can count on them for just about anythime
and somehow, they']l abarays come throngh However, I've
foumd that mary people are not very relishla.

Maybe you know someone who is  mice person, bt
if vou ask them to do something, you'te just not sure if
they re going to follow through. In other words, they're imreliable.

I"ve discovered that feelings are a3 lot like umreliable people—swe can't depend
on them o be what we want or need them to be all the time. Mot ooly that, they
aren’t necessarily interested in what's best forus. And they alorays want to have
their way.

Fealings zef us excited about goimg shopping when we really don’t have any
money o spend. They enfice us to eat chepsecake when we're fTving fo avoid
exfra calories, and lead us to stay up late working or watching TW when we need
to gef up early the next day. Then afier the damage is done, we have to deal with
thie Comsequenoes.

Onur feelings are fickle—they change like the wind. Vet it"s amazing how moch
we let them have their way im our lives. But as believers in Christ, we have some-
thing pwch better and more dependable to follow than our feelings—and that's
the Word of God.

Conquoering Confusion with the Truth

When we fesl sronghy sbout something in our heart, it's not slways easy for
us to deternume whether or not we're really m apresment with God (see Teremish
17:9). Thankfnlly, God's Word doesn't leave ns lost in confusion.

Hebrews 4:12 says that the Word of God is “sharper than any two-edeed
sward . axposing and judging the vary thoughts and intentions of the hears™

5o, if we really want to rise above our feelings, we omst let the Word of God be
ithe final deciding factor in our decisions. There will be times when we can’t find
& verse for the specific izsue we're dealing with. But we can always pray and azk
God for wisdom {see James 1:5).

In the meantime we need to frost Him, be patient and keep on praying.

Peemember that God is always available to belp us live beyond our feslings and
do wihat pleases Him.

Set Your Mind to Dio What's Right

The first step toward manszing our emaotions is foumd in Colossiams 3:2_ It says,
"mmmmwmmmmwm tha things above_ . wot on things
rhat are on the earth ..

'I'ha‘em’emydlmgs in this world that could easily affect our minds and emae-
tions—and we need to learn how to rise above them all. When negative thonzhis
are building up and trying to take control of vour emotions, tzke 3 few minwtes to
set vour mind on God and His Word.

It also belps w speak positvely about whatewver is bothering you. Have a char
with yourself that goes something like this: “My family may not be everything
I'd like them to be, at [ am thankfol T have a famdly. My house is not as mice as
I would like it fo be, but it's stll 3 nice place fo live. I don't see how I'm going
to gef throngh this painfol simation bat Jesus is with me and He will help me
overcome it

How to Win a Spiritual Tog-of-TWar

Sometimes we want to ask God to instantly change our circumstances when
we're sttuggling. But the truth is untl we leam to be content in every situation we
face, we will contimae o be tested.

Jeremizh 17:10 says, "I the Lord, search and examing the mind, I test the
hgart, to give fo @ach man according to his ways, according fo the results of his
dhawds. ™

There are a few different “buttons™ the devil knoars he can push to get an emo-
tional reaction out of me, so I make a point to prepare mysslf before that happens
with the Word. I lowe Pszlm 94:12-13_ It says, “Blessad [with wisdom and proz-
pariny] iz the man whom You dizcipling and inrtruct, O Lord, and whom Tou feach
from Fowr [aw, Mmm'grmﬂm@aﬂrmmfmﬁm&'mﬂ{ﬂu?mm
the days of advarsipe...

“fon see, the more we discipline ourselves to say no to our feelings and ves to
the wisdom of God, the easier it becomes to defeat them in 3 spirimal tug-of-war
I want to encouragze you to consistenthy take time to focus on whar the Bible says.
It will empower you to conirol those unrelisble emotons and do what is best for
you!

For more on this topic, order Joyce's fonr-CD series Manazing Your Emotions.
You can aleo contact us to recaive our free mapazine, Enjoying Everyday Life by
callmg (B0 T27-0673 or visiting W oy CemeVer org.

Pleass note: The views and opinions expressed throughout this publication amd/
or wehzite are those of the respective awthors and do not necessarily reflect those
of Joyce Meyer Ministries,

Joves Meyer is a New Tork Times bestrelling author and founder of Jovee Mayer
Minisiries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 books, inciuding Bartlgfieid af

rhe Mind and Overioad: How to Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Tourse{f from the

Pressure gf Stress (Hacherie). She hosts the Exjoying Everyday Life radio and TT
frograms, which air on hundred: gf stations warldide. For more ifbrmation,

VISIT WWW, OV CEma) er oTE.
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Patton Students Invention
Helps Local Industry

By Cheryl Shoffler
Burka County

Patton High Scheol smdents received a projact in
conjuaction with Advanced Hydrogen Technologies
Corporstion {AHTC) and the National Science Founda- f
ton (M5F) Small Business Innovamon Fesearch (SBIE)
to desizn and budld an apparams which would repeat-
edly drop 3 35-pound-weight from 2 feet kigh.

The project was given to Paton stadents in mid-April and needed to be com-
pleted by the end of the school yvear, arpumd Jone 5. This required the Principle of
Engmesrimg class, under the ditection of Clay Melson, to come up with a timeline
of which tasks needed to be completed. Once this schedule was completed, the
work began by splitting stadents info four groups to brainstorm ideas. After a full
day of brainstorming, each group presented to the class nsing various presentation
methods to share ideas for the groups to nse in another day of plamming. Students
then came together again to share changed ideas and plans. The sroups then nsed
robotics kits to prototype their desipns. One design ufilized a motor clutch in or-
der io drop the weight another wsed a slip gear and the Last nsed a lever dropping
mechanizm. Once the prototypes were completed, the students decided on twvo
designs o build using materials such as angle iron, wood, and various other items.
Omne group started foom the pronnd uwp and tailt the part of the mechanism, which
wiould house the piece of granite and guids the weight so it siouck the gramire per-
fertly each time. The other group started from the top down and construcied the
dropping mechanism first A5 gmes was naming ont, the smdents then decided o
combinge their designs into what is now the completed mechanism which success-
fally drops the weight consecutively with no fail

Pete Lobr, president, sand chief technical officer of AHTC, sxid, “On behalf of
AHTC, Twould like to personally thank Mr. Clay Melson and Parton High School
staff and smdents for their suppont. Enginesring staff and smdents assisted by
designing and building an apparatus that will lift and drop 2 test article for the
puarposes of performing impact fatigwe cycle testing with known fmpact energy
and cycle rate. I witmessed the smudents participating and was very excited to see
them enthused about being able o contribute towards a working sohadon. I was
everyone’s ahility
to come together
and work as 8 team
The project came
together beanmafully
in 2 relatively short
penod of tme; the
drop-test apparatus
thart they bmilt is
robmust and works
very well. The test
results will be nsed
for 3 new manufacturing process; specifically, it will be pat to use for quantfying
test article’s inteprity of bond strength and the shility of the arficle to survive m
a simulated environmeent that represents the condifons of 3 chizel mounted in a
hydraulic breakerhammer while being ussd to excavate Franites rock ™

AHTC, a privately owned, small business in Hickory, works o find cost-effec-
tive altemmatives to cuorent products and maonfacmring methods when safe high-
pressure hydrogen, bonded dissimilar metals, and ceramics to metals are nesded.
Itz goal is to create mamifactoring jobs and bring a full range of jolb opportumities
for Burke and Catawha counfies.

Burke County Poblic Schools Superinfendent D Lamy Pumam said, “We
wonld like to thank AHTC for believing m our students and ziving them this op-
portunity o take 3 real-world problem and use their enpinesring ckills to desipn
and build a solution This is the perfect example of how we sesk to connect educs-
tien to indusory. It's & win-win for everyone Cur students gamed real experience
and AHTC benefited by having 2 problam solved by young, crestive minds ™

Cheryl Shyffer ix the Public Relations Offfcer for the Burke County Public School
Systam.

“Love Makes A Home" At The Orchard

By Eate Groff
Mitchell Couniy

Om Thoarsday, August 1, the Orchard at Altapass contin-
ues its 25th-anmiversary celebration with a perfommance of
“Love Makes A Home: The Life of Rebecca Boone,” by an-
thor and playwrizht Kiesa Eay. Feberca mamied renoamed
frontersman Daniel Boone when she was 17. Crer the next
25 years, she birthed 10 children, cared for their children, and adopéed several
others a5 her own. Febecca epitomized the definition of 3 ploneer woman With
her bushand snd family, she walked fhrongh Virginia, North Caroling, Termesses,
West Virginia, and Eentcky before findimg her final rest in Mizsouri, meking new
homes and rarely spending more than 2-3 years in each location.

Feamumng old-time fiddling by William Bitter, Bebecca, porirayed by Temra
Cuarmie, recalls ber life during the almost two years her husband spent kost n the
wonds. Although a courageous hanter and adventurer, Dianiel was no nsiness-
man, lost all the family's money and most of their land and expected his wife to
maintain the home font. Always noderstanding, Febecca saw to the needs of her
children teaching them o bunt, forage, and build so they would never be with-
out food and shelter, Without fonmal education Febecca was reputed o be an
experenced commmnity midwife, family doctor, leather tanner, sharpshooter, smd
linen-maker—resourceful and independent in the isolated aress she and her large.
combinsd family often found themesves.

Through all ber mials, she had littie bittermass. She was honest and blessed with
a supportive family and an indomitable spirit. In this one-person play, Bebecca,
during a rare and serene evening alone, reveals her most miTigwing secrets.

“Love Makes A Home: The Life of Febecca Boone™ starts at 630 pm. on
Thursday, Anzast 1, at the Crchard at Almpass, lecated at 1023 Orchard Fosd in
Sproce Pine (pum 328.3 on the Blue Ridze Parkway). Tickets will be available for
%15 at the door. The General Store will be open and refreshments available. For
more information sbout the play and all the Orchard projects, please visit the web-
siE, murch.mhmltapasa_nrg visit the Facebook page. or call 828-7T465-8531.

Euate Groffis the Program: Coordingtor for the The River driz Council,

* Hazardous Tree
Remouval

= View Clearing

* Pruning

= Chipper Service

RAY’S TREE SERVICE

* Bucket Truck Service

Certfied Arborist * Insured * Free Estimates
Serving This Area 10 Years

* Hedge Trimming
* Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Control
* Landscaping & Grading
* Retaining Walls
* Stump Grinding

(828) 467-1113
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1116 Rutherford Road * Marion, NC 28752

(828) 652-7023

Open Monday - Saturday
6:30 - 11am Breakfast

11am - 9pm Lunch & Dinner

(Winter Hours - Close at 8:30pm)
Since 1971, Serving Marion
and the Surrounding Communities.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!

el U TR
o T

Matthew 14:16-21 And Veterans

Bantam Chef proudly practices and promotes
recycling for a cleaner community
(Y 3%

%<§ and a greener environment. %@;

Ask about our ongoing recycling program
and how you can participate in our contributions
to CarePartners Hospice & Palliative Care |
McDowell

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM
| Cones * Shakes * Sundaes
Floats & Boats

APastor’s View

“This Is My Story:

The Philippian Jailer" Acts 16: 25-34
Bj'Shai:ullElqnmaE -

Burke County

“dAnd the prisoners wene listening.” That phrase from the
testimony story we just read in Acts 16 always sticks out
to me. When Paul and Silas were umjustly thromm into the
prison in Philippi they didn’t bemosan their fate. The Bibls
says they wers up af midnight in the prison singing and
praising God. And the prisomers were listening. That is 2 great reminder forns, by
ke way: the “prisomers™ are always listening. People around us are always listen-
mg! We need to make sure that they hear something zood from us when we speak
— & witness for the Lord.  “The prisoners were listening.™

Bt it was not only the prisoners who were listening — Acts 16 tells us that the
jailer was listening also — and it led him to Christ. This moming we e goilg fo
konk at the story of how the Philippian Failer came to know JTesus as his Lord &
Savior. As we do, msake sure thar YOTT TOO are listening. to how you can know
that you have 3 story of salvation as well

L THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT CONVICTED HIM {(-25-30)

Verse 25 tells us that while they were in prison, Paul & Silas wers singmg, and:
26 says that a “great earthquake™ shook the jail and everyone’s chams were un-
festened . Verses 27-30 tell us that when the jailer saw that the prison doors were
opened and that everyone’s chains were off, he thought they had all escaped. And
he despaired. They tell us if was custormary for 2 jailer if be allowed a prisoner to
escape, to have o sanve the punishment for the prisoner’s crimes. And earlier in
Acts 12, when Peter had escaped fom prison, Herod bad ordered the guands to be
bed away and put to death. This jailer was not going to wait for thar; be despaired
of hiz owm life and was geingz to take his own life. And when  miracalouslhy
him, be saw that Paul and 2l the prisoners were still there, be was so humbled, so
shaken =0 open now to whatever God had for him, that he cried out: “Sirs, what
mmst T do to be saved™ The circumstances were his worst nighimars; to him it
mpant the and of his life. But God meant for these cirounstances to bring him to
the begirming of hiz new life!

You know, God ofien uses adverse ciroumstances 1o lead people to Himself,
iany people n the Bible were like that:

— if took this jailer almost losing his life fior bhim to come to Fesus;
— it took the thief being on the cross for him to put his Tust in Him;
— it took ooe man beimg blind, and another being paralvzed.

— It took the man in Mark 5 being tzken over by demons;

— it took the woman in Jobn 8 is caught in the act of adulery;

— it ook the Prodizal Son losing everything that be had.

They all came to the Lord becanse of the difficult and distressing cirommstances
they were goine throngh.

We nspd to realize that one of the purposss for which God often uses our cir-
cumstances is to shoar ws hoar mwch we need Hirn and to gt as to tum our hearts
to Him.

One of the pew things we bope to do pext year here af Pleasant Fidge is to
hawve a World Mission Conference, in which we will focus on all of the missions
connections we have, and share oppormunities that each one of ns has to give,
and pray, and go on a mission. Several years amo, we had a Missions Conference
like that at our charch in Lowrsians, and one of the missionaries who came to our
conference told us about 3 young man they had been wimessing to on the missien
fiald for ower a year. They had shared the zospel with him repeatedly, but he had
never been responsive to it Then that Decernber his father got sick and had to zo
to the hospital; they had no money to pay the bills, and this young man ended up
kozing his job — and he felt like he had just lost all hope. Then duning this tims. an-
other one of iz friends shared the sespsl with him and told bim to read the Bible
and think about it He did, and he ended up giving his life to Jesus as his Savior
The young man told his father: “T have found the Tme God!™

Grod wsed the very difficult circumstances of that younz man’s life to help him
see his need of a Savior, and to brng him o Himself. God often nses adverse cr-
cumstances to lead people o Himself. This may be tmoe of YOUR. life here today!
Yo should ask yourself why has God allowed some of the things that are going
on in your Life izht now, to happen to you? The math is, God may have allowed
Vo o come mbe some difficult circumestances right now, to bring you to adoit
vour need for Him You may be here tnday becaise things have gotten difficult in
Vour marriage of your finances, or your health, or some other ares of your life,
and yom are looking to God for belp, God can help you i a lot of ways, but the
first and meost mportant thing you need o do is o make Hom your own personal
Savior and God through Fesus Christ. You need a “story™ of salvation in your life!
And it may very well be that He has caused or allowed this particalar sifuatton (o
come into your life today — just like He did with the Philippian jziler — so that voua
could have a story of bow He brought you to Himself

O THE CONDITION THAT SAVED HIM (:31)

The question that jailer asked m this story is the moest important question in the
wiorld: “What nmst I do to be saved?™ This is the question everybody asks ... all
over the world, people are asking this very same question: “What must I do to be
saved?” And different religions answer them  snd tell them what they think they
mmst “do™ to eam their salvation:

— Islam tells 3 billion people: pray 5 times a day, at exactly 5:33 am., and at
exactly 4 other times a day, and give alms to the poor, and visit Mecca on a pil-
grimagze, and fast during Famadan ... then perhaps your good deeds will cutweizh
yior bad, and maybe you cam be saved ...

—Hinduaismn tells another billion people: make puja sacrifices, and bathe in the
Ganges Fiver, and perhaps you will be reincamated into 3 higher state of life next
time, and after a series of lifetimes of pood works, perhaps you may be saved ...

contimued on page 15
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A Pastor’s View -
continued from page 27

— even some so-called Christian relipions tell peopls: zet baptized and go to
chuoch, and give money, and keep the conumandments (which we saw a couple of
weaeks ago that none of us can keep!) and observe rimals and sacrifices, and then
perbaps spend years paying for your sins i purgatory, and then you may be saved

All these relizions tell you what yon must “do™ to be saved. Had sahration
depended on those thimgs, there wounld have been no bope for the thief on the
cross, Whom we talked about last week. He had not time to do any of those things!
He couldn’t be baptized: he could fast; be couldn’t grve alms; be conldn't do any
zood deeds. Had salvation depended upon good deads; he would have bad only
despair.

But it would not have besn that thief only who wonld despair; we wonld ATL
be without hope! Can vou be shsohrtely confident, with your eternal destimy
depends upon it, that vour good deeds would esrm you 3 place in heaven? T will be
honest: I have WO confidence today that my good deeds outweigh my bad; I have
no confidence that my good THOUGHTS outweizh my bad (znd yon do Enow
that God judzes’ thoughts as mnch as deadsT!).

But do you Enow wihat is even worseT The standard for getting into heaven is
not 3 matter of your good deeds cumweizhing your bad, or your good thoughts
ontweighing your bad. It is a matter of perfection! Fesus said in Matthew 7:438,
“Therafore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.™ God is a per-
fect God; heaven is perfect; there can be no sin there, The standard for getting info
heaven based on your good works is perfection itself Now how does THAT make
vou feel? It onghe to make vou give up any hope of earning a place in heaven
bazed on your good deeds.

It wonald be as if there was 2 great “exam’ to get into heaven — a test of 1000
guestions about the Bible, faith, and practice — but in order to get in, you could
not miss ONE guestion. How nmch confidence wonuld you have about getting in?
You can't miss OWE? [ don’t think too many of us wounld have much confidence;
Iwouldn't. There is po good answer for us in all the religions of the world, who
tells us to Ty to eam a place in beaven.

But just as that jailer asked the greatest question in all the world, Panl & Silas
had the greatest answer in all the world! In fact, it is THE grestest news ever. The
news is 50 good that the very content of it is called the “gospel”, which means,
“mood news"! What is that “good news™? The meod news is that you do not have
fo “do™ anything to “eam” your salvation, but “Balieve m the Lord Fesus, and you
will be savad™! The reason that is the preatest news in all the world s that it tells
s that your salvation dess WOT depend on youn trying to compile all the things
that you can do to impress God, bat all you have to do is just TRUST the great
thing that HE did for YOU on the cross! “Balisve m the Lord Fesus!" We can do
that! This is the greatest, the most libetating news in all the history of the world!
You can pictire that good news like this: that jost before yon were getting ready
o g0 n and fake that 1000-gnestion test to ry to make a perfect scoTe to get oo
heaven, at the last mimite, just as vou were getting ready to enter the doorway,
with fear and membling — Someone tapped yon on the shoulder ... apd you look
around, and it is Jesus, and He says: “May [ take this test for you? You can have
MY soore; vou do not have to do anything, just trust that T eall pass it for yon!™
Wouldnt you take Hm up on thai?

The tmath is, this IS what Jesus has done for you! He passed every test of life,
perfectly: Hebrews 4:15 says: “He was fempied i all things az we are, yat withou?
sin" BEven His enemies said: “We find no fault in Him ™ Jesus passed every test in
life perfectly, and He says, “you can have My score — if vou just trast what I did
for you " As I Cormihians 5:21 says “(iod) made Him whe baew no sim fo be sin
o our bekalf, o that we might become the righteowsness gf God s Him."™ That
means that God will GIVE us the perfect righteousness (the perfect “score™) of
Jesus, that it takes to get us into heaven. You do not hiave fo “do™ anything to eam
it; just trast that what He did will sawe wouw, just as Jobhn 3:16 says: “Fhosoaer
Dalieves in Him shall not perizh, bur hive everlastmg e, ™

This is the greatest news becanse it 1s awailable to everyone: A many dying on 3
cToss — of in 8 hospital, or in 2 bome — can believe. The smallest child can believe.
The oldest adoli can believe. A paralyzed man with o oppomunity to do good
wiorks can believe. Anyvone of any kind, from amywhere o all the world, can do
believe! YOUT can believe! This is good news! Your salvaton does not depend on
what yon can do for Tesus; it depends on you just believing what Fesns did on the
cross for you: “Believe in the Lord Fesus, and yvon will be saved!™

OI THE CHANGE THAT ASSURED HIM (:32-34)

Wow, I want to make one thing very clear: this good news is WOT (what some
call) “easy believism™; it is not & matter of just saying: “I believe that there was a
person named Jesus who died on the cross.” There are too mawy pespls, espe-
cially here in the south in the so-called “Bible Belt™, who think that becanse they
“helipve” that there is a person named Jesns — and even what He did — that they
are right with God. Virmally everyone you falk to here “helieves™ in Jesus — amd
yet many of themn show MO evidence of a life that kas been touched and chamged
by Him. Listen to me: 3 person whose life has not been changed has not moly
come in confact with Jesus! Saving faith is WOT just saying “I believe in Fesns.™
Tames 2 savs “the demons aiso believe and shudder” ... the demons Know very
well who Jesus is, and what He did. But they do not have a personal faith in Fesns
as their Lord & Savior. Tames goes on to say: “faith without works is dead ™ In
other words, works do not save you;, faith in what Jesns did saves vou. But if you
really have that faith, you WILL have works that demonstrate that your life has
been changed because your faith is gemiine.

This jailer zave every evidence of 3 person who really believed in Feans, and
whose life was changed as a result. Look at the evidences in thess verses of how
hig life had heen changad-

— :33 tells us that he followed throngh ki belief by being baptized Baptizm
doesn’t save you; no ralisions work doss. But gedting baptizad is one of the things
someons who has really been saved will want to do, to testify to their faith

— Secondly, -32, tells us that this man provided an opporunity for the gospel 1o
be shared with his whole honsehold so that they might all believe too. When you

really et saved, yon want other people vou care shout to et saved too. This jailer
showed that concern.

— Third, -33 tells us that afier he was saved, be went that very hour and washed
the wounds of Paul & 5ilas, and: 34 says that served them a mesl. He mmmed
aronnd and became A servant, and 3 minister to others — which is what happens
when you really get saved: yon wanrt to serqe!

5o, this jailer showned, by his baptism, by his sharing with others, and by his
zood works of mercy, that he really did believe. His life had been chanzed. Mow
understand geting baptized and telling others and doing poed deeds did pot save
him — it was “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ™ that saved him — but the deeds that
the did afier he believed dernomstrated that his faith was real.

— And notice too his “before and after™ story: bafore be came to Jesus, (29 save
be was “oembling with fear”. But afier he believed in Fesns, -34 says be “Tejoiced
ereatly”, kaving believed with hiz whele honsehold Faith in Jesus had made a
real difference in his lifie. This was no “essy believism”, bat gemine life-changing
faith in Jesus.

This is what happens when 2 person has genuine saving faith in Fesms. IT Cor-
inthians 5:17 says, "Ifaey mam iz in Chriss, be &5 @ new creature; old things have
passed away, maw thangs have come. ™ In other words, if you have really trusted
Jezus, and He has come into your life, there will be some changes thar happen in
yvour life. It does not mean that vou will be perfect — you never will be as long as
you live on this earth — but there will be change.

It is qust ke with that jailer. He had 3 “story™ of change If he were working on
hig “30-zecond elevator speach™. it might po something like this:

“Bafore T came to know Christ, Thad sreat fears, lest 3 prisoner escape, and I
would forfeit may life. One day, my worst fiears came fToe, as an earthquake opeaed
the prison, and I thought the prisoners had all escaped, and [ would be executed. T
decided to take my own life instead. But one of the prisoners explained to me how
I could put nry faith in Jesus, and ever since that ime, [ have had a peace and a
joy that I never kad before, and now I serve God by telling others about Jesus and
by ministering to His people.”

Thst Philippian Jailer had a story of change in his life becanse of his faith in
Jezsus. Can I ask vou today: Do you have a “story™ like that? Dho you have a story
of chanze? Azain it may not be dramatic; it may just be: “as a child I was afraid
of what would happen if T died, but then I found owt that Jesus died on the cross
to pay for my sims and give me 3 home in heaven and since that tirme I hawe never
been afraid of dying amymore ™

Dio yon bave a “before and afier™ story like that, of how you were before you
came to Jesus, how yon beard abowt Jesns, and how you have been different
since? Is your life different than it was — or if you were saved as 3 young child,
different from how it MIGHT have been? Does your life show the evidence of
saving faith: Are you serving the Lord? Are you telling people abont Him?™ Do
you lowve to worship Him? Changing and serving and worshipping the Lord does
oot save vou; bat if yon are saved, there will be a “before & afier™; there will be
things like this i your Life It will be the change that assures you that your salva-

V. THE COMPANY THAT ATTENDED HIM {:31-34)

The Impact His Decision Had on Others

Whea you get saved, other people will be mpacted as well. We see that hete
in: 31-34. Paul & Silas told this jziler, "Believe in the Lond Jesuz, and you will
e sved, yor and your howsekeld ™ And the result was, that his household WAS
saved, 34 sayvs.

MNow, I need to say at this point, there are some religious groups, who believe in
the baptism of babies, who point to this passage as evidence that a parent’s faith
saves the child They say: “See, this man AND his whole household were saved™,
and 50 they baptize the child by the “proxy™ faith of the parent. This is cne of the
few passages to which thev can point to even ry to support this belief. But if youn
look at these verses carefinlly. you can see there is acmally WOTHING here to
support such a practice! Modice:

— they told kim: “Yor shall be zaved, you and your bowsehald” (31}

— bt then notice: 32 says “thay spoke the word of the Lord o him fogaiher with
ail who were in kiz house " So, each person in his house got an explanation of the
gospel! They didn't just tell the jailer and expect all the rast of them to be saved
as @ result; they explained the word of the Lord to all of them. AWD, sipnificantly,
evidently, those who were in his “honseboeld™ were 0ld enough to hiave the word
of the Lord “spoken” to them so that they could ymderstand it! These were not ba-
bies or children who were not old encugh to imderstand. These were people who
conld be spoken to, and who could nnderstand the gospel, for themsslves.

— 234 then says that afier they shared the meal together, that the jailer “rejoiced
greaily, having believed i God, with kis whole housekold” So, it says they ALT
balieved this pocpel they had heard! They were all saved becauss each of them
had the word of God explained to them, and because they each persomally be-
lieved. There was no “proxy salvaton™ here, in which the father's faith saved the
whole family. Thers is no mention of babias, or children, or apyone else who did
oot understand. According to the text, this is the story of the salvation of several
individuals in a given family, who each had the gospel explained to them and
who each personally believed. There is po “group™ or “proccy™ salvation taught
here whatsoever!

Mow, hopefully having made that clear, I will say this: whenever a person
comes to the Lord, there is almost always a great oppormunity for them o bring
others to the ord with him We see thar in a number of places in scripiure:

— In Jobhm 1, when Andrew first heard Jesns and believed in Him the Bibkle says
“he fonnd first his oam brother, Simon (Peter) and told him “We have found the
Mezzigh.” And the next verses tell us that Phulip woent out and found Mathanisl and
told him and he came to Tesus and was sawved as weall.

— John 4 tefls us that when the woman at the well met Tesus, she went back and
told her whole town about Him, and many of them conseguently believed.

confinwed on page 30
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New Writer - Spiritual Health

Temple Maintenance
By Dr. Mignel Cruz
Tancay Cowumty

Enow yve not that your body iz the femple qf the Holy
Ghost, witich Ix in vou, which ye have gf God, and ye arg
mod your own? For ye arg bought with a price: thergfore,
gloriflr God i your body, and i vour spivit, which ang
eds. | Cormthisns, 6:19 20 ETW

I am proposing & series of articles dedicated towards the maintsining of the
temple of the Holy Ghost, our bodies. First and foremost, [ believe is our spirifual
health. As far as the physical body is concemed, we can inchade topics concerming
diet, exercise, maintaining a healthy nervous system, mental bealth and keeping

This month I would like fo starr off with our spirimaal health.

Psabms 46:10 "Be z40l and dnow that [ am God:

How often are vou still enough to hear the voice of God withm youT In this
age of technology, life is moving so fast that many of ws are running owt of day
bafore we zat everything done. Unformnetely, onr time with God seems to suffer
the most. I can only speak for nryself but ever since I made the mme early in the
moring to read my bible, and be s6ll (o meditate on those words, my days have
zone by better. And if for some reason I don't, it"s just oot a good day.

Fommans 12:2 “dnd be not confbrmed fo thiz world: but be ye trangformed Iy
the renewing of your mumd, that e may prone what i[5 that good, and accepiable,
amd perfect, will gf God. ™ ETW

How are your thoughts cunng the day? Are yon constantly reviewing all your
problems? Are yon having imaginary arguments? Medical research has shown that
snch thoughts can make yon chromically ill. How do von renew your mind? By
spending time with God. Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatzoever things are
frue, whatsowver things are honest, whatsoever things arg just, whatromer things
ane prre, whatioeer things are lovel), whatzosver things are of sood repors; if
there be oy virtwe, and [ there be any praize, think on these things. ETV

Druring the day, whenever I find myself with thoughts of despair, angsr or amy-
thing elze I would consider un-goddly, I think on this verse and wansfiorm my mind
with thonghts of things just and pure and of zood report. It takes practice amnd
fraining but with Gme you will see it works.

I wanted to keep this short and nsable. Any thoughts or questions can be senf to
Dr. Cmz at chiromac2000/@zmail com

I Miguel Cruz is in praciice alewng with kis wife of 35 years, Lesia Cruz who is
a cartified Integrative Nurritonist. They ovwn Cruz Lfe Canter in Burnnviile NC.
I Oz iz a licensed Chiropractor smce 1981, When azked what he does fora
{iving he explain: that he helps people gt out af pain and improve thelr overall
heaith without the wse gf drugs or surgery. Something @veryona seems to wani
but mobody seems 1o know how to get there. Dr Oruc accepied Jazus Christ in
rhe srmmer gf 1979 while in chiropractic rchool. He has since dedicared his Tife
foward:s helping people srow in physical health and spirifual health.

tﬂ

_'Heighbors m::ling Neighbors

By Josh Robinson
Mitchell County

The Meighbors Feeding Meighbors Food Ministry reaches out to the people of
Mitchell County that have a hard time ing food om their table. We are cur-
rently located in Spruce Pine at 1353 Fosn Bd in the Fock House. We are 2 non-
are parmers with MANNA Foodbank snd we have been classified as an XLarge
Facility based on the mumber of people we serve. We are currently providing food
for ower 300 people every month. You don’t have to look far to find a person that
is struggling. The mission field is just outside your own front deor. The Bible
tells us that we should love cur neighbor as ourselves. Do we really do that” We
carrently have people in Mitchell County that live on less than 5200 per month;
spme have no moning water, no elecimicity, and no food. We have people going
throwgh darnpsters at our
loical grocery stores and
the homeless population is
on the rize. The only bope
that these peopls have is
God’s people in the fiald.
The Bihle teaches us to
show lowe, comnpassion,
znd not to judge others. If
we judge others, God will
jadze ns in the same man- e !
ner. (Matthew T) Laft to right iz _4my Hoilman-Director. Hunter

Oar minisoy's goal s Hoiiman, Joch Rebinson-Assistant Divector, Allen
to feed the hunary, show  Hpilman-Direcior.
familiss that God loves
them snd that the ministry loves thesmn and they are 3 part of oor family.  Cur
ministry is in need of volumteers, financial donstions, and 3 larper facility. We
are growing at a very fast rate and are at mEximom capacity &t our ourrent facility.
The people of Mitchell County need to understand that bungry families and home-
lessness are real, and it is here! Yes, there are people who need help all aroond
ihe world, but we have an incredible missiom field in our own backyard. s sad
1o say, bt it seems that a lot of people won't kelp out locally becaise they judze
people they know, or they have bitterness in their bearts towards someone. Then,
they stereotype all those in poverty based on their fealings towards a select T,
We mmst put the bitterness and bt feelings aside. Fod has ziven us 3 chance to
pull tozether as one body m Christ and show His love for everyone!

Bany of us were borm and raised in this zres. and it is our bome on Barth,
Pleasa join us in this local mizsion fisld before we are called to our sternsl home
in Heagven Mone ofus are promized that we will always have a steady meome 3
home, food, good health, and famdily'frends. Anyone of us conld be a day away
from losing a job, a home, zetting 3 bad health report, or bosing a loved ome. It
may be you in need one day, so why oot give while you are able and have the
resourcesT (JTames 2:14-17) The living conditions described above are real, they
are here, and these people are our neighbors.  If you would like for us to come
1o your chuarch or organization fo give a presentaton aboat our minisiry, please
contact us by phone or email.

Thank you and God Bless

Allen and Amy Hoilmsn — Directors (B28-385-0444, 828-385-3075)
Fosh Fobinson — Assistant Director  (828-383-13235)
Email: ninfoedministryazmail com
wow ninfoodminisry org
Josh Rebinson 15 the Assizant Director af the ministry Neighbors Feeding Neigh-
Bbors Food Minizirg

insurance Group. Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

WY Erie
! Insurance’

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because if protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.’
-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder
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Changing Culture by Sharing
Our Faith
By Fev. John B. Sorensen

There's been a lot of talk lately abont the direction our
country is taking I'm sure you would agree that a Lot has
changed in the Last several decades — and oot necessanily
for the better. Today, I can’t help but think abowut how some
people are rying o change our culmre — deleting any refer-
ence to our Christian heritage.

Onr coliare is changing, bt there’s something we, a5 Christisns, can do to
champe it fior the better. We can share the Gospel!

T vy that sounds simplistic bt think aboat it Faith in Jesus Christ changes
everything. It changes what we value, how we spend our time, snd whete we
spend our money. It even changes bow we vote. Everything we do can becoms
sanctified through the blood of Jesus Chnst

NMdillions of people atound the world are conung to a saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ every year because of someone, just like you and me, stepped out of our
comfort zones to share the Gospel with them. Millions! Imagine for 3 morment
what conld happen if every believer led ar least one person to Christ this year
How would that change our neighborhoodsT Our cities? Car naton?

C.5. Lewis once said, “The mest siznificant political act that amy Christian
can take is, to comvert his neighbor™ He understood that once somepne’s heart is
genuingly changed everything eles soon follows.

How do we do that? Take 3 step of fuith and begin that spimrtual conwersa-
tion. There’s B right or wrong way to begin. At EE, we wse guestions like, “If
you were to die today, wonld you know for sure that yon wounld be with God in
Heaven?” Or, “Om a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate your spirineal Llife? O
even, “How is your spiritzal life today?™ Listen to what they have to say, and then
share the Good Mews of the Gospel.

Transforming cnliure happens one person at & fime. But it woa't happen at all
if we don’t step out and share about the One Person who transformed ws, Jesus
Christ. The Gospel was never meant to be kept silent. It was meant to be shared!

Sao, if you are concerned about the direction of America, share the Gospel. If
vou're concermed showt what kind of country vour children and grandchildren will
grow up in share the Goepel! It's the surest way I know to leave 3 godly legacy
for futare menerations.

Rav. John B. Sorensen, D.D. is the President/CED af Evangelizm Explosion Inter-
nafioral, headguartered i drden, N.C. EE has been a leader in equipging Chris-
figns fo share their faith for more than 50 years. For more fhoe fps and resources,

Vit evanEelismeioTion org.

Something To Think About -
Really Experiencing God!

By Dennizs Love
MeDanvwell Courniy

Can vou remember the last ime you and your choch
really expenienced God? The Bible says in Zechariah 4:6;
“Nar by might nor &y power, but &y My Spirit, zays the
LORD af kosts. ™ If anyone understands this verse itis
Henry Blackaby. Here's what he did when the World's Fair came fo Vancooawver,
Canada m 19846, He and the 2,000 people in the Vancouver association of clarch-
e were conwinced that God wanted to wse them to reach the teenty-two million
people that wounld come to the World's Fair  Two years before the fair they began

Ap that time the total income for the entire Vancouver ascociation was 39,000,
However, for the year of the World's Fair, they set a budgst of 5202,000 for their
association. (Mow that's a God-sized budzet) They had conumitments which
would provide abowt 35 percent of that budeet. The remsinming §5 percent depend-
ed completely on prayer and the Spirit of God. As an association, they ferventhy
prayed for God to provide what they felt He desired to accomplish in them snd
through them. By the end of that year, $264,000 had come in from all over the
world, and God used that small group of believers w be His hands, His feet and
His mowth for seeing almost meenty thousand people coming o know Jesus Christ
during the Worlds Fair.

Heaory Blackaby said; “Youo cannot explain that except o ferms of God's inter-
vention. Oaly God could have done that ™ The people in the Vancommwer sssncia-
tion of cnmches reslly expertenced God when they determined to accomplish
spmething that only God could do, and they remained available for the Master o
use them! Isn't it sbout time for our choches to really experience God? “Nor Iy
might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the LORD gf hosiz. ™
D Dannis Love i the Semior Pastor af emwood Baprizt Church in Marion,

NC. He and his wife Fick have begn murrried for 39 years and they kanve bean i
Marion for five years. Thay have two sons and three gramdckildnen.
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Compassionate Care
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
Palliative« Hospice+«Counseling

Wonderful Care When You Need It Most

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714

828-682-9673

Info@compassionatecarewnc.org

www. brenews. com

Aungust 2019 - Blue Ridge Chiistian News page 25



Young Writers Corner

Loving Jesus — George and L.G.
By Hannah Henslay

Here stands George and who we call LG (Litle George a.k.a. Hobig). The
similarities berween these tano can be uncammy. Their nquisitive minds are con-
stantly asking questions and trying to Sgure out how to fix tas or that. Papaw
jokes with Hobie (L.G.) and Hobie can throw right back at him  They love cars
and working on anything that has bolts and screws. They think alike they act

]T P?"F‘] ]T""F]'ﬂ' i Er‘?!? r 4 b aliks, and they most definitely eat alike. Food is very mmportant to them and if
.I' Yo 28718 they zet grouchy, no need fuss and fizht vith them, jnst fix them a peamt bus-
ter cracker to tide them to supper and they'll be just fine. They're both very vocal

about their aches and pains, abont what they did yes-
terday and last week, what they like and doa't like
and 3 new idea that they came up with today. They'te
Eenerous In what wealth they have and generous

with their tender love. They tell the best stories and
make best friends with strangers. They smile alike,
they talk alike, and they can say the fimmiest things
alike_To see and to be with Hobie today, I swear Pa-
paw George mnst have been the same at 7T vears old
and 5o we consider Hobie onr window to Papaw’s
bovhood They share a love old western tr shons,
riding aroumd in the pickup and Roadside Best's
burgers and fries. Yes, no doubt about it, Georze and
Lirtle George are two peas in 3 pod. But, despite all
their quirks and the gags they pull, we love themn,
We love George. We love LG, And perhaps we love
them more when theyTe together, especially in such
2 setting as pictured below. Becanse they are so
nuach alike, po pichare could be more beaarifil than
Papaw lowving Jesus and Grandson loving Tesus. Together they're loving Tesus.
Together they praved worshiped and sang the bymns. They bowed their heads
tozether, raised their hands topether and they took of sweet communion together,
side by side.
I newver take my phone in church, ket alone mrn it on, bat it just so happens that

I thwey it in my purse this moming and I'm glad I did. Becanse some moments
'Mﬂﬂm “n mm. nmast be remembered . They omst be recognized, maybe even glorified. Because in

«1REETDART PR A BOLD AND DELIMIOTE FLATON - this life all these listle moments will add up and they will equal everything.

Y 226 For I kmow the thoughis that I think toward ypou, saith the LORD, thoughts aff

aza 765 91 51 w Pine, NC peace, and nov af evil, fo give you an expecied end. Jeremriak 29-11
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Introduction to The Gospel of John

By Dir. Elen Diay
MeDowell Cournty

John, a Fewish fisherman was an original follower of John
the Baptist prior to beinz divected to follow Jesus, “The Lamb
af God who fake away the sin gf the warid ™, (1:29). His father
was Zebedes His younger brother, Tames, was also a disciple
of Fesns. They were knoam as Sons of Thander. It is unknown as to why Jesus
referred to the brothers wsing this tifde; however, one can infer that it must have
been in reference to their explosive namre.

The internal evidence in this Gospel points o Jobn the Disciple as the author
Ancient church Fathers such as Irengens and Polyerates, verify him and his work
He was one of three wimesses at the transfisuration of Jesus, recorded in Mark
9-2_ Tohn refers to himsalf as the disciple whom Jesns loved. As Pastor in Ephe-
sus, be iz the only Apestle who was not martyred however be was submerged in
il for his faith and lived. Exiled to The Island of Paonos, off the coast of Greece,
is where he was given a vision; and proceeded o wiite the book of Revelation.
He later permed the Epistles of Tobhn, and it seemed spparent that these letters
were addressed o the same readers as The Gospel of Jobn. Forty percent of JTohns
Grpspel is dewoted to the last week of Jesus' life, and twenty percent is considered
prophecy.

The purpose of this Gospel s stated m John 20031, “But these are written so
that you may come to belleve that Jerus iz The Messigh, The Son of God, and that
throwgh befimdng vou may have ife in i name™ . (DESW) The word balieve is
nsed ninety-gi ght tmes. Christs” divine nature and the interpretation of his life ara
the primuary focuses. Fifty percent of the words nsed are by Jesus, and the writ-
ing was &t a e the church was plagned with 3 dendal of Christs’ divinity. Joln
envisions 3 listener who does not believe that Fesns is one humdred percent man,
and one hnndred percent God. It is & rebuttal of Fewish monotheizm and a direct
azzalt to Greek coltares belief that the world is too defiled for God to become
a man. The teaching and leaming in this Gospel are full of cooversation, and imter-
SO

John's nse of symbolism is powerful with images that are oniginal and follow
our desire to know God. We see the clanty of purpose in the “T sm™ statements
atiribmied to Jesus. “I am the bread of Ijfe™ (6:35) The is an imags of hunger
for nourishment. Vit life is more than food. In Fohn 4 the writer reports Fesus
closely relating an mage of thirst. Jesus is the “living water”. “T am the light gf
the world ™ (8:12). The image conjures up the comirast between darkness and light
with blindness, slong with seeing. Femember Wicoderms whoe came fo JTesus at
dark? The conversation is well known becanse of Micoderous, & teacher of the law
whose spiritual blindness amazed Fesus.

“Iam the gaie” (10:7). Jesus is the gate fo the sheepfold, as well as the shep-
herd whom keads his sheep (10:11). To broaden this application, Jesus is the poimt
of entry o & new way of life. “Tam the renemection and the [jfe ™ (11:25). JTesus
displays to us power over death’s sting; a conirast to confinement in a toomb. A
new life here and an everlasting one with The Father. “7 am the good shepherd™
(10:11-14). An image of 3 protector who knows his omm sheep; and is willing to
lay deam his life for them. “T am the frue vime™ (15:1-5). A symbol of sbiding in
the vine otherwise knoam as Jesus, so that we can produce much spirmal frudt.
Understanding that we cannot do anything spart from the tue vine (Jesus). “Tam
the way, fruth and the 1" (14:8). Tesus tells us the way to The Father, and if you
know JFesus, you know The Father The truth is the opposite of falsebood. Pilate
acked Jesus, “What is outh™ . Pilate was looking right at The Truth yet be did not
recognize it. Life is in opposition to death. We find our Life {10:10) now, and i his
resurrection {11:25).

In conclusion, only The Apostle John remains with the knowledee and expen-
ence to write this book. He has written out of the personal experience, and enlight-
ened mempries by The Holy Spimit. This resulted in a valoable doeoument written
s that yon mey come to believe that Tesus is The Messiah The Son of God and
that through believing in him, you may have life in His name (2003

KEim Day is an Agency Manager with Farm Burean Tnrurance in MeDoveall
Coungy, and an Elder ar Fictary Church in Morganion.

SERVICE CEN EH
L] * ]

OIL CHANGES +« BRAKES + TUNE-UPS
"OFFICIAL NORTH CARQLINA INSPECTION STATION®
BZ2B-688-6497 oR B28B8-688B—-6498

MON.-FRI 7:30AM TO 5:20PM SAT 8:00AM TO 12:00 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

FALL CLASSES ARE

HEATING UP!

REGISTER
NOW.

WWW.MAYLAND,.EDU
B28.766.1234

M COsARALRITY COLLECE

)
PRESCRIPTION PAD

OF BURNSVILLE
“The Service You Deserve from the Neighbors You Trust”

=We accept all major insurance plans
*Drive-thru window
*Easy transfers
*Delivery service available
*Over 150 vears of retail pharmacy experience
*Open 7 days a week
*Locally owned and operated
*Ask about our “Healthy Kids Program™

HOURS:
M-F 8am-Tpm
Sat. Bam-4pm

Sun. 10am-3pm

730 E. Main St. - Burnsville
828-678-3914
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Vohmieers needed to advocste, protect the rghts of long-term care residents
Boone, MC (fune 26, 2019) — The High-Country Ares Agency oo Aging Long-
Term Care Cmbudsman Program is calling for volunteers m Avery, Mitchell, and
Yancey Counties. Volunteer ombudsmen, also known as Comoanity Advisory
Committee’s (CAC) serve as advocates for residents living in oursing homes and

CAC members are mained, cermified volmteers who are assigped to a local
longz-ferm cars facility to advocats for residents” rights.

To leam more shout becoming a volumteer ombndsman or to request an ap-
plication call Stevie Tobhn at (828) 265-5434 Ext. 126 or visit the High-Couniry

Area Agency on Aging website at wany highcoomnmyaging org.

2019 Waldensian Festival - Since 1976, on the second Saturday in August,
Valdese hosts an annnsl festival to celebrate the "(Gloriows Feturn™ of the
Waldensas from exile in Switzerland to their native valleys in the Coitian Alps of
Italy in 1689 This celebration is mirmored around the world by other Waldensian
comaownities. The Town of Valdese contimaes to improve the Waldensian Pestival
each year and make it one of the best festvals in the state of Morth Carolins,
The 2012 Waldensian Festaval will concentrate on wunegue crafis, great food,
and top-guality entertsimment. To achieve this goal, the committes contimes
to search for wonderfnl artists, food vendors, and entertziners from aroomd the
country. Choosing participeants that will come topether to make s unforgettable
festival.

The 24th Annns] Waldensian Festival will be beld on Augwest © & 10, 2019,

Lees McRae Theatre - Lees-McEae Sununer Theatre presents Mewsies in
August For more information please email mclendonkiailmc edn or call

328 898 8709 or po fo Imc edu/comnmmnity/summer-theatre. Playdates for Mews-
ies are July 30 —Augast 2, 2019 Mewsies is the rousing tale of Jack Eelly, a
charismatic newsboy, and leader of 2 band of teenaged "newsies ™

Morpanion Seventh-day Adventist Church Eventy - The Giwing Heart Thrift
Shop is OPEN every Toesday and Thursday from 10:00 am. - 5:00 pm Like
us on Facebook at (@thegivingheartthriftshop, The Giving Heart Thrift Shop is a
mumisiry of the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church

Grod's Closet - Morganton Free Shop Day! Sunday, Angnst 4, from 200
pm. - 5:00 pom., &t the Morganton Seventh-dsy Adventist Clnoch, 2187 Fames-
towm Bosd, Morganton, W.C. There will be FREE clothes for children ages 0 - 18
yvears old. Mo docmmentation required. For more nformaton visit our websita

wwwmorganionsda org and Like us on Facebook (@GodsClosethorganton and
rEhorzantonSeventhday AdventistChnarch

Town of Valdese Concert Schedule

2019 Season Lineup:

Angzust 2: Skaterink Tukehox

Augnst © & 100 44th Annal Historic Valdese Waldewsian Festival

Friday Might Entertaimmment - Cassetie Bewind & Gump Fiction Saturday Enter-
fainment - Gary Lowder & Smokin' Hot

Aungost 16: Carson Hill

August 23: To Be Ammounced

Angust 30: Concert Series Finale Celsbration — Tim Clark Bamd

McDowell Coundy

New Community Owireach Benefits McDowell Families with Children
Teens for Chnst B E AR Closet

(Baby Eguipment and Resonrce Closer)

Beginning Wednesday, Angast 1st, 2018 the vouth sroup st Cross Undted
Methodist Cloarch located at 8% Wast Cross Strest n Marion will lsunch 3 newy
onireach mimisiry bensefiting familiss with children The outreach will be open
the 15t and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 4:00 to 30 pom. and the 2nd and 4ih
Wednasdays 2:00 to 11:00 am. For more information or if yon are inferested
in voluntesr opporhoties call (B28) 303-8790 or email TeensforChrisiBEAR-
closetigvahoo com.

Clinchfield Baptist Church - will be celebrating its 104th homecoming on
Sunday, Septernber 15th. We will be having a concert by “The Tayler's”, durning
onr moming worship service beginning gt 11°00 am. We hope you can join ws at
1150 East Count Soest in Manon, M.C.

Cross Mill United Methodist Chorch - in Marion is now accepting donstions
of MEW items for an upooming fondraising aucton. Proceeds from the auction
will o toward muich-peedad clorch boilding repairs and our 247 Sharing Food
sppreciated Call 825-4460-0257, E2E-442-B008 or E28-503-8790,

First Bapfist of Marion - The Children's Committes is creating a library for the
children snd families writh the church and daycare. We are accepting donations of
new and gently used books for children of all ages and reading lewels, as well as
rescurces for parents. The donstions will supplement the selection of books oar-
rently on kand Please leave donations in the main office. Thank yon!!!

J6th Anwnunal Monntain Hory Festival - Now Accepting Craft Vendor Applica-
Honsg
Samurday, Ociober 12, 2019, 9:00 AM — 5:00 BRI

hlarion - Where Main Smeet Maets the Mountains

Vendor applications for Marnon's largest crafi festival are now being excepted.
For 36 years, beantiful downtown Marion has hosted this popular celebration
on the Ind Satmday in Ociober  This year make plans o be part of the Festval,
Samrdsy, October 12ch, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PhL

Visitors will be looking for original handicrafts on Main Street three main
blocks. Feamred will be 150 craft, food, non-profit snd sponsor booths of locally
made arts and crafis; festival foods and local wines and beers. Plus, two stages
presenting Marion's fmest munsicians,

Diom’t miss the anrmal MMountzin Glory Chalt Show mside the McDiowell Arts
Council The quilt show is the gallery's featared, October exbhibit. The kids will
have fin in the "Children’s Arens" with hands-on actvites and local entsriain-
et

“Yon mizht even ses Bigfoot, Madon's Official Animal!

The festival is sponsored by the City of Marion. For festival information visit
wwwminsloryfestival com or call 828-852-2215.

Mitchell Comnty

Aliichell Cowunty 4-H - Hands-on Museum and Gray Fossil Site Field Day —
Diate: Augnst Iod; Time: Q'm—ﬁpm,ﬂ.gﬁ_ 5-8; Cost: § 20; Dirop off Locanion:
Mitchell Cooperative Extension

Linyille Caverns Field Day — Date: Aupnst Sth Time: Qam-4pm; Azes: 0-18;
Cipst: 520; Drop-off Location: Mitchell Cooperative Extension
Take me out to the Ballzame- Angmast Sth; Time: 6:30pm-unnl; Youth of all ages,
parents/mnardians and families; Cost § 5 each; Location: MMoConmick Field, 30
Buchznan Pl Ashevills

Senior Wildemess Hike- Dhate: Angust 7th; Time” Jam-5pm; Ages: 11-18;
Cost: § 10 Drop—off Location: Mitchell Cooperative Extension
4-H Summer Fon Hands o Service- Dete: Angust Sth; Time: Ram-~dpm; Ages:
5-18; Cost § 5 donation {Flease feel fres to donate any amount you would hikel;
Location drop-off: Michell Extension Locanion: Fick-up: Bran Center Health
& Fehabilitation Center, 218 Laure]l Creek Ct., Spruce Pine, BT

Mitchell Baptist Associzsdon 2019 Anmial Meeting
Mondsy, Augnst 26, 2019, 3:30-5-30 (Bresk for evening meal) 7:00 pm st Bemy
Chapel Baptist Church, Spmuce, Pine. WC; Tuesday, Angnst 27, 2019, 7-00 pm
McEmney Cove Baptist Church

Bapfists on Mission Region @ Eally - The Bapist on Mission Rally will be
beld zt Grassy Creek Baptist Chorch on Toesday, Anznst 13th The meal will be
sarved at 5:45 PM. Begisiration is required for the mesl. (oo cost) The program
begins (@ 6:50 PM. This rally will highlight the variety of opportunities NC Bap-
fists hawve to be invelved in missions across our state, in our pation, and around the
world. Featured will be worship, testimony, mission video, and a prayer time for
missions.

These rallies are for men_ women and youth- everyone interested in missions 1s
encourazed to attend. To register, call Tracey Ford at 919-450-5504.

The Harris High Schoal Class of 1965 will be having a Beunion on Saharday,
August 10th (@ 1:00 This will be ar Harris Middle School, 121 Hamis Stin
Spruce Pine, in our old high school building.  For more info call Demiel Whet-
stine (3 B28-675-5169; Peggy Riddle (& 828-765-7960 or Barbara Ledford (@
B2E-724-9671.

Grassy Cresk Bapfist Church - will celebrate Homecoming on Sunday, Augost
4th Fev. Damel Stewart of Fobbinsville wall be the guest speaker and the Toe
Eiver Drifters will be supplying the nmsic. Service begins at 10:30 am (no Dis-
ciple Life classes) followed by a covered dish dinner m the Famaly Life Center.
Pastor Mathan Sibver invites yon to join ws for this special eccasion. For more
information call the chorch office at 828-765-4620. GCBC is located south of
Spruce Pine on Highway 226 scross from Parkway Fire Deparfment.

Celebrate Recovery - This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip
znd halp for men, women, and families suffering from addiction. Any guestions
contact Fosh Wise(g 385-0061

There will be 3 meeting every Thursday night with somneone there to talk o
men, women, snd their families. There is slso a Children’s program.

TaYa Village - We are announcing the Openine of Ya'¥a Village Commercial-
Share Entchen!

We've realized there's a zap that needs to be filled betwesn the production of
local food and their consmmpton. That's why we started Ya¥a Villaze Conuner-
cial Shared Usze Eitchen so that we counld provide a certified area at a ressonable
cost for loczals rying to sell their prodocts. This way we siove o belp community
entreprensurs with their pan-time business.

5o, if you have 2 product you want to market and sell (like jams, jellies, baked
gocds, etc) or if you need 2 conumercial kitchen for catering, having a private
Pop Up dinner, hosting a class or whatever yon're imagining; we hope our Shared
Use Kitchen can provide you with a solution.

Come visit our space, pet sn spplication and let us talk to see what i= that you
have i numnd'

We are also serving hinch on Tuesdays and Thursdays froon 12:00 pm to 2200 pm

Sign up for 2019 After Hours! Business 4 fier Hours are held to provide an op-
pormmity fior Chamber menibers o network while allowing the Meamber to spon-
=07 3 chance to address sndfor shoacase their facilities. Business Afrer Hours

are held monthly to bi-monthly, and generally on a Toesday or Thursday (umbess

www. brenews. com
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other srramgements are made). The Member sponsor and the Chamber represents-
fwe will coordinate the event. After Hours begins at 4:30 pm. and ends at 600
pan. (unless other arrangements are made). Send your guestions and resenve your
month by emailing Kelly at kjonesFimi berorz.

Angust: Mitchell Connty Animal Bescue September: The Switperland Inn
Cctober-Movember: OPEN We do not kave After Hours in December.

2019 Calendar of Evenis for Downtown Spruce Fine

Mineral & Gem Festival Aug 1-4th, Cross Steet Building

Summer Concert Angust Ind, Ceniral Park

Svmmer Concert September Tth Central Park

Walk A Mile Fundraisar October (TELY), Ceniral Park

Fall Clpan-Tip October-TBD, Downtown Sproce Pine
Botters Market October 13 &14th, Cross Strest Building
Merchant Trick or Treat Chctober 31st, Dowatown Sproce Bine
Small Business Saturday Movember 30th Downtown Spruce Pine
Eiwamis Christmas Parade Movember 30th, Dowmtoam Sproce Pine
TRAC Smdio Tour December §-8th, Mirchell & Yancey County

* Farmer's Market every Wednesday at Bank of America begimming in April
For more information sbout any of these events, contact SPMS 765-3008

Toe Biver Arts - Tune Studio Tour Applicanons

The Toe Biver Arts Smdio Tour is perhaps the largest and the longest-mmning
stadio tour in the comnfry; you will find craftspeople and artists m nearly every
medinm many tops in their fisld and several new-to-the-tour participants.

FEEE, and s=lf-guided, this adventre will lead you to some unique places sif-
at=d beween Rt MMirchell and Foan Mountzin. Visitors travel through valleys,
past stresms, 3cross Ivers, over lilltops, and experience breathtsking mountain
vistas 85 they make their journey thronzh the Toe Fiver Ars region. Meet the ant-
ists, see where they create and where they live.

Tioe Biver Aris will sponsor a Meet-The-Armist reception af their Spmace Pme
locanon on Fridsy evening after the tour closes for the day. A sampling of partici-
pants will be on display geographically so one can plan a route for the rest of their
Joumey:

For more information, plesse call 828 682 7215 or email.

Tiptonm Hill Commuuity Fonndation (Tipton Hill) — Conntry Breskfast the first
Sanarday each month, 7:30 — 10:30 am, at the old Methodist Church across from
Terry's Store. Come join us for homemade sansage, scoambled eggs, gravy, jellias,
uice, and coffee. Eat-in or take-ount, all fimds support the Tipton Hill Comommnity
Foundation.

Alayland Small Business Cenfer
Marketing Fegional Assets to Build Customers: Business Builders Breakfast (1.5
Hours) MNew!

Dipes your business showease the scenic and unique szsets of our region? At
this free breakfast workshop, we will dizcnss ways that businesses should market
regional Assefs to incresse cnstomer raffic and swareness. 213, T, 8:00-9:30
am Fee Waived Instructor: TED Bumesville Towm Center 828 7861205

Social Media Markenong Tips for Local Arosts — Build a Betier Post (2 Hours)
Gain atea formsed knowledge from Toe Biver Aris markefing specialist, hMea
Johmsom. Customers respond to effective social media posts. Seminar will cover
tips for tmilding effective posts, optimum times to reach custemers, dos and
don'ts of posting, and best social media platfonns to reach potentizl costormers.
2714, W, 5:30-T:30 pm. Fee Waived Instmactor Jobmson TEA Spruce Pine Gal-
lery 828.766.1295

Insrapram for YOUE Business (2 hours) Bring your smart phone! Instapram for
bnsiness is A great way to reach costomers! Attendees will receive instmction om
set-up, downloading the Instarram spp. and the basics of an Instagram for busi-
ness account. The clzss will also cover customer building strategies for posting
phoios, hash tagging, and bow to link Instazram to Facebook for increased visibil-
ity. 822, T, 1-00-3200 pm. Fee Waived Instructor: Jones Svery 815 766.1205

Facebook for YOUR Business (2 Hours) - Facebook for business is 3 great way fo
EREAZE existing and potential custoaners. This class will cower the basics of Face-
book for YOUR business such as acooumt set-up, downleading the Facebook app,
and best pracices. Arttendess will also learn how o build effective posts, sirate-
Zies to enpagze new customers, and how to link Facebook to other popolar socisl
media manapement platforms. 822 T, 3:30-530 pm

Fee Waived Instrctor: Jones Avery B28 To6. 1205

MAYT AWND SBC ENTEEPRENEURSHIP CERTIFICATE:

Artend one class or all six! In this series, lesm how to be a successfal entrepre-
neur. SBC business professionals nd goest presenters will incresse your business
six classes, participants will receive a certificate from the Mayland Small Busi-
ness Center which is a great doooment to mchade in a basiness plan. Completion
of the Mayland Small Business Center Entrepreneurship Certificate is 3 require-
ment to apply for Downtown Entrepreneurial Assistance Grants in Spmce Pine
snd Burnsvills.

CLASS ORE: How to Start & Fiance 8 Small Busiess (25 Honrs)

This seminsr will cover key stratagias fior businsss start-up and financing.
Stodents will zain mformation about besiness structures. potential legal 1ssues,
licensing, zoming, snd operations. Leam the importance of a self-assessment and
how to evaluate the feasibility of your buasiness idea. Discover resonrces available

o help start, finance and successfully operate your business. 827, T, 4:00-6:30
ﬂw Instractor: Cook Miichall 828 766 1205
CLASS TWO: How to Write a Business Flan (2.5 Hours)

A business plan is vital fo starting and operafing & business. Leam bow to mrn
ideas into 3 solid plan for financing and lonz-tenmn success. This seminar teaches
the mmportant components of 3 business plan and helps Lay the foundation for a
fimctional plan. Discover how a business plan is nsed by potential lenders, the dos
znd don'ts of writing a plan, and steps for makimg the process easy. Participants
will be miven remplates for building an effective usiness plan.

8728 TH, 4:00-6:30 pm.

Fes Waived Instroctor: Cook Mischsll 828 766 1205
CLASS THREE: Finding Your Customers (2.5 Hours)

cnss the fypical customner in the area and how to aild a costoomer profile to atTact
new castomers. In addition, attendees will explore a vanety of market research
toods that provide critical information about competition, indastry, and customers.
93, T, 4:00-630 pm.
Fes Waived Instroctor: Lyden Mirchell B28. 766 1205
CLASS FOUR: Basics of Bookkesping (2.5 Hours)

25 well a3 popular online bookkesping platforms. Atendees will gain 3 workable
knowledze of how to properly record and archive transscfions. The semvinar will
also discnss bow financisl statements factor into smsll business bookkeeping.
o5, TH, 4:00-830 pm.

FEE ‘Warmﬂ Instructor: Beam MMirchell 828 766 1205
CLASS FIWVE: Marketing your Business (2.5 Houars)

This class will discass common marketing practices for local entreprensurs. Dhis-
cover how to most effectively and efficiently nse the many marketing tools avail-
able Gain insights to understand and reach your customer, analyze your industry
znd business environment and differentiate betwesn branding advertismg, and
Erassroots marketing rechniques. Explore the components of an effective market-
ing plan in this comprehsnsive seminar.
10, T, 4:00-530 pm.

F-EE“’EII.‘E] Instructor: Brossmanm Mitchsll 828 766 1205
CLASS 503 Your Small Business Taxes (2.5 Hours)

Anendees will becorne familizr with the conumon local, state, and Faderal tax
requirements typical to local small businesses. Seminar will also discass tax plan-

ning and siratezy for entreprenenrs. Class will be taught by a CRA. @12, TH,
F:00-6:30 pm.
Fes Waived Instroctor: Sisk-Moermis — Mitchell £2E. 766 1295

Tancey County

Feed-A-Child Yancey County - Higgins fills hags the second Tuesday of each
month We have heen formnate to have enoagh voluteers to fill the bags o far.
They are poing to confimue the program this summer through the chorches in the
oty that have Wednesdsy night meals. If von kave sny questions about Feed-
A-Child they can be directed to Bill & Nancy Whatkins at E28-675-53487.

Bapftists on Mission - Mission teams are needed fo do Vacation Bible School,
Evangelistic Outreach, and Construction projects in our parmer states of Alaska,
“ermont, Maime, and Pennsylvania. Mission teams can meake 8 great impact in
reaching thess commmunities for Christ Visit our website for full lists of projects
=t hitps:/'haptistsonmizsion_orz/ Mlisson-Projects United-States Mew-England or
coutact MC Baptists on Mission at 919-457-5607 or mabernathy/mnchapiist org

Dieep Impact Kid: Are you looking for 3 mission opportunity for the children in
your church? Disep Impact Kids will be serving in many compmumities across the
state with hands-on mission projects desigped for 1st-Gth-grade children 5ignup
your church now for a weskend, mini-week or full week at cne of thess locations:
Camp Cale Fed Springs, Shelby, Mundo Vista, Caswell, or Tmett Baptist Camp.
For more information contact Dollie Hoa at dnoafmncbaptistorg. Website
bitp-//baptistsommission. org camps/di-kids

Tancey Connty Pablic Schools - Please join us for Yancey County’s fifih anneal
Pubtlic School Prayer walk., This event will take place on Saturday, Awsnst 17 at
00 AMS-30A M. Parents, teachers, smdents. snd commnity menhers sre
all encouraged to attend We will be starting the Prayer Walk af the Board Office
&5 we pray for the leaders of onr school  The individual school walles will m-
mediatedy follow (aroond 9:307). There will be a Prayer Captain at each Yancey
Connty School to lead the prayer walks. This will be a time for our comnnmities
o join together and pray for our schools. This event is being sponsored by Moms
in Prayer For more information please contact Tessica at 284-2359. e will host
=0 information session about Moms in Prayer after the prayer walk at 11:00 at the
Yancey Baptist Associaton office on Main Street. Fefreshments will be sarved.
Come find out how vou can impact your child and bis/her school as you join the
worldwide conmmmity of moms praying for our kids and schools in more than
144 couniries and all 50 TS, sates.

warw. brenews com
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Do Your Back to School
Shopping Here!

Grassy Creef
CI_O'I HING

12451 Hwy 226 S., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

8:30am-5:30pm M.T.W.S. Closed Sunday .
Thursday & Friday 8:30-8:00 | -Goto Church  WW#.grassyereekeinthing.com

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
in Morganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

The same thing happened in our paseaze for today. When the Philippian Tailer
was saved, hiz whole honsebold ended up being saved with himn. Yon can give
example after example of this. Whenever someone comes to the Lord, they have a
great opporiunity to bring others to Him as well. And if it°s real in 3 person's life,
they want to bring the ones they love to Him® And if Jesus is real in somecne’s
life, the pecple aronnd them will see it, and will want to come to Him as well!
Men, yvou need to know that this is especially ttuee of a bushand and father, Like
this jailer most likely was. When 3 hnsband and father gives his life to Christ,

it does not suarantes his famdhy's salvation, bat it is rare is the family that dpes
not follow him. If the busband snd father is commiteed o Christ, the wife and
children slmpst certainby follow along. Men: this means that vou have a great
responsibility! What vou decide about spirital things does not only affect yom
Tt alzo your wife and your children! And the sames thing is true for esch of s
your decizion to follow Tesns will have an impact on other peopls around you.
You nead to be looking for the people around yon that you can share your “story™
with znd bring to Jesus!

B. But having pointed out the mpact you can bave oo others, we also need fo
emphasize agzin that salvation is abways an individual issue. God doesn’t save
“groups”. He saves people one at 3 ime. Fust like we see here im Acts 16, each
person muast hear the gospel, understand it, and trast Fesus as their Savior person-
ally.

— This means, first, that you need w make sure thar you have YOUR OWH per-
sonal story of salvation Fust becausse your mom or dad, or srandma or grandpa,
or some other relative are saved, does not mean that YOU are. Yoo have to have
your owm Conunitment to Jesns as your Savior.

— And second: vou abways need to be very carefol abont petting zaved “in a
group” or having yvour kids or loved cnes saved as part of 3 “group”, because
salvation is a very individual, personal thing. So many people have the testimony
of howw they made a so-called “decision”™ to follow Jesus which they did not reslly
nnderstand it, becanse they came in a groap with others.

Ay wife Cheryl shared her testimony with one of our ladies” Sunday School
classes 3 couple of weeks ago, and her “story™ is in our ook bere down fromt.
When she was wery young, § yvears old or so, they had a service at the charch she
grew up in, in Oklaboma, in which several voungsters went down to the front
crying as @ gronp. So, Cheryl started crying and went down the front too. But
she said later that she did wot really knoar what she was doing at that voongz age.
Later as a tepnaper when her boyfriend broke up with her, she rsalized that thera
was nothing in her heart to help her — the Lord was not really there — so nght
then she prayed to receive Christ, and from that momvent had peace that the Lord
was really in ber life, and He helpad ber through that time. For the first dme, the
Bible slzo began to really make sense to her as she read it. Several years later,
she realized that this was ber tmue sahvation experience and that it had happened
AFTEF. she had been baptized as a youmgster, so she was tmly baptized there at
omr first full-iime church we served as pastor & wife — as odd as o might soumd
— becmse she needed 1o have her baptism in the nght order: afier her gemine
profession of faith. (And some of vou here today may peed to do the same thing!)
Tast like the Philippian Tailer, my wife Cheryl has a story. Tust like him, 1t was
a crisis time m her lifs that brongzht her to it. But the important thing is that she
Eknows that she has a “story™ of how she geoninely put her faith m Jesus, bow
her life has besn changed, and that now she kas the confidence that she has 3 real
relatomship with the Lord, snd that she is geing to heaven.

My question for you is, do YOU have a story? Whether it's just like Cheryl's
or not, or just like the Philippian Jziler's or not, doesn’t matter. The single most
imporiant gquestion of your life is: have you ever individually and personally
received Jesus Christ & your Lord & Savior? Do you have a testimomy to write,
of which you can say, “This Is My Story™?

Shawn Thomas 15 Semior Pastor af Pleasant Ridee Baptist Church in Morganiaon.
Hiz muszages and devotionals are available af wwwshownethomas. com

* Holidays
* Family Gatherings

Best Food
and Prices!

394 East Main St.
Burnsville, NC

828-678-338
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The Hope of the Gospel
By Tom Walker
McDowell County

Col 1:20-23 says- "dnd, having made peace through
the blood of ks cross, by Fam to reconcile all things unto
himze[f by him, I saqy, whether they be thingz in earth, or
things in haeaven. And you, that ware sometime alienated
amd anemias m your ming by wicked works, vet mow hath ha
reconciled In the body of hiz fach through death, fo present you holy and un-
blameable and unreproveable in iz sight: If ve confinwe i the faith grounded and
sartled, amd be not moved awey from the hope af the gozpel, which ye have heard,
arid which was preached fo every craaiume which is under heman, wiemeg! T Paul
amn made a minisier

The Gospel of Christ gives hope to all that know the Lord Jesns as persomal
Lord and Savier. It gives us many things but one thing we nmst have is hope. Itis
sad to see a hopeless person who cannof see the davlight for the dark. The Bible
describes the plight of the lost sipner as "kaving no hope and with God i the
world."

Although that is tree of the simmer, the lpst person does not have to remain in
that losing simation Sin brings uws to 3 hopeless sitpation. In contrast, the Gospel
of God gives us hope for the fitture.

Before we zet into the beart of the passage we have read. it wonld do us well o
consider the word “hope" in the Mew Testamant. The Gresk MNew Testament word
is Elpic {Elpis). It basically means "to anncipate the fonre with pleasure.” This
word has the idea of an expectation of something zood to come.

The futare of the bost sinner is very dark and hopeless, but what a different
simation when one has believed the Gospel and given his or ber beart to the Lord
Jesus Christ Hope is something that has to do with how we look at the fuhre
while living in the present.

Our Past Plight

Crr text tells us we were, "Sometimer alienated and enemies i your mind by
wicked works™ (Col.2:21). Ihﬂemetwnwmds that describe the person who iz
witheout Christ. If a person iz not richtepus, he or she is wicked The Scripturas
tells us that "there ir none righteows, no not orne” (Fom 3: 100 It poes on to 52y in
Fomans 3:23 that "all kave sinned and coma short gf the glory gf God "

The Apostle Panl aszociates being alienated snd enemies in the mind. If is in the
mind that batiles are fought and won or lost. Mo one ever sins and bves wickedhy
unless they consent 1o it in the mind. We can stop evil actoans by dealing with
what we allow or do not consent to i our mmds.

The first word Panl uses to describe the unsaved in verse 21 is "alienated ™ It
gives the idea that we were esmanged, withdrawm, or indifferent When tfwo people
find themselves in a heated argument, often they find themselves withdrawing and
being mdifferant tovrard that other person. The lost sinner is living his oam life,
controlling his own life rather than submitting it to God's contrel. What & miser-
ghle life it wounld be to be aliensted from Abwighty God!

The second word is "enemies " An enemy is a foe or adversary. Invelved in
being an enemy is hatred and or dishike Philippians 3:18 speaks of people who
were "enemies af the cross gf Chrizt" People who profess to know the Lord and
wilk comtrary to the conduct God desires for his people are enenues to the cross
of Christ. Instead of promoting the cross by the way they live, they dishonor the
cross throush careless living. They turn others awsy from the cross instead of at-
fracting people ta it

We, believers, are not all that we ought to be, and not all we are going o be, but
we are cerminly not who we were before we met the Lord Jesus in salvation. We
are different now throuph the new birth. 2 Cornnthians 5:17 zays, "Thergfore gf amy
migen e in Christ, he 3 a new creature: old things are parzed away, behold, all
things are becowme new. ™

Oor Present Privileze

Verse 21 describes a wicked lifie, in the first part of the verse, but now the
Apostle Paul moves on and imtroduces us to the "reconciled” life. Colossians 1:21
says, "dnd you, that were somelime alienated and enemies In your mind by wicked
warks, vet mow hath ke reconciled "

Feconcilistion is made possible through Christ's work on Calvary's cross and
His shed blood. It kas the comcept of setiling differences. If is the process by
which God and man are brought together agaim. The Bible teaches that God and
man are alienated from one another becase of God's boliness and man's sinful-
ness. Although God lowves the simmer (Fiom 5:8), it is impossible for Hom not
to judze sin (Heb 10:27). In Biblical reconciliation, both parties are affected.
Through the sacrifice of Christ, man's sin is atoned, and God's wrath is appeased.
Thnas, a relatonship of kostility and alienstion is changed nto one of peace and
fellowship.

The infiatve in reconcilistion was taken by God-while we were stll sinners
and "enpmiies.™ Christ died for us (Fom 5:8,10; Col 1:21). God Himsslf “kas nec-
onciled uz fo Himself through Jesus Christ” (2 Cor 5:18)

Panl regarded the gospel as "the word of reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:19). And
Enowingz "the terror of the Lord, " Panl pleaded, implored, and persuaded men- "Be
reconciled fo God" (2 Cor 52300,

The sinmer needs o be reconciled because his sin stands beraeen him and &
holy, nghteous God Have vou been made right with God throngh the new birth
(Tm.3:3)7

Oar Fuinre Expectation

When God's word says something is going to happen, we simply wait for its
fumre fulfillment. Remember, hope helps us in the present, buaf it also has the
fumristic element whete we are directed into 3 future, anticipated day.

What do we expect because of the promises of God throush the bope we have
deep within cur hearts?

The Bible says we will be presented in three special ways before the Father in

Heaven-

He will present us holy (Col.1:272a) Holinesss is not something we can produce
bat, God does it within us. The only way anyone can live a holy life is to have the
Spirit of God within us producing holiness for us to express. Also, when we stand
before God in etermity, because we have the righteonsness of Christ put on our
accoumts when we believe, we will be presented holy and fanltless (Tude 24).

He will present us as unblameable. That means that our Lord will present
us i the glory world as those who bave no blame or goilt. Since our sins are pone
when we are saved, our record is clear in heaven. As far as salvanon and
reconcilistion goes, we will stand before God withowt blame. Thank God, the
blood of Jesus washes our sins away! 4 good preacher fiend of mine said on
one occasion, "When you are saved yon don't have a past All things  bacome
new." He will pressnt ns a5 unreproveable. That mesns there will be nothing to
chargra ws with because of the power and competence of the poaer of the blood of
Jezus Christ to cleanse fronm all sin

Simce all of this is true, we are to be grounded and settled, never allowing
Satan to move ns from the hope of the Gospel. Because of it, we look forward to
our future becaise of the hope we have through God's good news.

Tomm Walker iz President af Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor gf Zion Hill
Baprizt Church i Marion, NC.

Buil’s Tire & Semce

To the world
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC D:sm::r 11

Fep. Meadows Sends Letter to Searetary Azar Unging Adoption of Medicare Pant D Modemizanion Flan

Washmston T).C. — Thiz week, Flep. Mark Meadows (B-WC) lead a letter with more them 100 co-sipners o Health and Hmnan Services (HHS)
Serretary Alew Arar urging hirm to finaltize the azency’s proposal to modemnize the Redicare Part D program. creafing & 1more oonipetitive markes-
plsce o lower presoription dnag prices for patients.

Many Americans are stgpling with incressines out-of-pocket expenses for life-covine prescription dregs, in part becmee disommits nerotiated by
miiddlemen do not pass those ssvings on o beneficiznes in Medicare Part D plans and keep them instead  Bacaise of this practice, patents pay a
higher price when they fill their prescriptions st the phammacy coumter, instead of bepefiting from the substantial savings provided by dmag mams-
factmrers to Part I Medicare plans pegotiated by dee middlemen As soch, patients access o life-saving prescription dmgs decesses as the cost of
prescrpiion drozs contimees fo rse. This system lacks ransparency and prices consmrmers ot of the merket, and i omest be changed

The Medicare Part I modernization plan proposed by the Tnmap Admiristration wonld be a strong step tow.ard addressing this problem, sipnifi-
canily lowering patientss’ ous-of-pocket expenses and promoting 3 more competitive marketplsce for presaiption dmgs. It would allow patents to
take advantage of discounred dmg prices at the point-of-sale at the pharmacy commter, rather than having to foot dee bill for an smificially hizh cost.
The proposed refonm takes the benefits of competition and negotiatine directly to Amesicans :nd oo longer forces them to pay the bill for market

En=orimg hedicare Part D benefirisries can take advantags of pharmacentical mannfacirer price discomis when they fill their prescriptions at
the point-cf-cale will be a major win for patienss, while slso preserving every market tool Medicare dnag plans need to negotiate azeressmely with
phanmsceutical mamifscharers.

Fep Meadows' letier is sizned by 106 addifional members of Congress.

“With the rapid incresse in prescrption drag spending it is critical that we take meanimzfinl steps to lower out-of-pocket costs of prescripton
dmigs and mmprove socess for patients,” Mesdows said. “Allowing patients to take sdvantsge of an infrease in competition and choice i the markst-
place, as the administration’s proposal does, will be an effective path forward for achieving those goals. Modemizng the Medicare Pant D program
will take the benefits of competition direciy to the consmmer. It will allow patients to see a negpdiated cost of presoiption dmgs rather then 3 fixed
price, not reflecting rebates and disoponts under the Part D program.

President Thomp and Secretary Azar have showm tremendons conumitment snd leadership towsard lowerme the cost of prescoption dozes and
fmaliring their proposal will mo a lonz way n seeing that mrssion thronsh ™

2 i HMorth Canoling Houwse spproves adzet on Thorsday, fune 37 and Governor VETOES it
NC House District 118 g o Lo
am Blocks Bipartzsn M .C. Budzet Fumds for Disaster Feliaf, Pay Faizses, Public Safeny,
- and Schoo] Constriction
To recap - The Governor rejected the budzet for the following reasons: the fimding methed for school constmaction and repair, it did oot allocate
ensngh fiunding for teaches pay raises, and it did pot expand Medicaid. Bamely have we seen a Govemaor place specific demands on the badget
process and forther stating that he will not sizn 8 budzet without his demands prior to the tedzet even being presented and releasad.

There are muly philosophical differences in the (Govermor's propoesals and that of the General Assembly Fepublicans and some Democrat lezd-
BIE.

Here are the differences m the three major demands the Governor put forward: (1) tee Governor wants oo fand school constrection and repair
with 3 mnttmillion-dollar bond. His origieal bowd amout exceeded our delrt capacity by 32 billion. The General Assembly wants o pay for
school constraction and repair with “real cash money™, mad lots of it. The fimding = available in “Teal cash™ from the Sate Capital Infrasmacre
Fundt: (2] the Governor wans 8% pay incresse for teachers. The General Aszembly recommended 3 8% sverzme increase for teachers govemn
that tescher pay has been a top prioity for them this will be the Gth conseontive vear that teachers will be eamvine and receiving more; (3) the
Bep. Michele I. Presnell Govemoer wants to expand MMedicaid statewide amd this wonld inclode brinsing an estimared 500,000 oo the Medicaid rolls st 2 cost of 55

pnet  hillion over the next ton years, which represents 8 28% increase in Mediesid spemding and 2 rowghly 8% moresse in toeal state spending. TWithim
219-T33-5732 the last several budeet cycles the Republicans have “feced” the Dedicaid cost overmins that were i the billiens of dollars. Char hfedicaid Prosram
is now operating under buds=et and was transformed from 2 fee-for-service Medicaid program o a pew Medicaid managed care program. This
new proeram kas just now been recently lmmched The General Assembly viewss firther Medicaid expansion as a policy decision that “‘should
ot bodd up the budget whatsoever™. To that end, they approved a provision m the bodget for a special session to come back to comsider Medic-
aid expansipn after dee state budset is enscted. 5o vou can see the impasse between the Govemesr’s demands and wiat the General Aszemiphy
heliewes is the best course for the enfire stafe.
World War IT weteran Sidney Walton is 100 vears old, and be's in a bit of a mace.
Walton, who served as an Amry infanimyomen in the A=ip Theater, is on & mission to wavel oall 30 states and meet &ll 50 zovernors — and as
many other people 25 he can along the way.
He landed in Faleigh on Sundsy — Horth Carolma is his 22nd state — and mes with W.C. Gov. Boy Cooper (and Cooper’s “zrand doz™ Ben)
arthe Exerutive Mansion on Mondsy: He'll visit maore Warth Caroling cites this week includins Fayvestevills, Charlotie, WWinston-5alem Hish
Point and Blowins Bock. sovernor s manciem. He's calling his mession the Mo Fesrets Toor When he was youmeer, he had a chance to meet 2
CAl Waar veteram and be passed it up. He said has repretted it ever since,
Walton, 3 San Dhego resident, visited The Mews & Observer office after lesving the govemor’s mansion. He's calling his mission te Mo Be
grets Tour. When be was ymmzer, he bad a chance o meet 3 Chal War veteran and be passed it up. He said hes repretted it ever since.

NC Senate District 46

Legislation establishing new school safety initiatves for public schools in Mot Carpling was spproved on Toesday, Tuly 23rd.
Senate Bill 5 School Safety Comidbus, which I co-sponsored, requires public school systems o form threat assessment teams, evaluzie the
vilnersbility of K-12 campnses, and conduct emergency drills to secure Morth Canclina classrooms.

It also clarifies the powers and daties of the Center fior Safer Schools and requires coumty boards of education to repart to state and local
management officials donng states of emerzency.

5B. 5 would require locsl boards of education to develop peer-to-peer support proerams ar all schools with grades six or ligher. It also
reguires the placement of at least one trawma kit im each classmoom of every school.

It forther creates specific responsibilities for the Center for Safer Schoals to serve as a resource and refierral center om school safety con-
cerns, provide raining for pablic school personnel. smd to collect, analyze and disserninate data on schaol safery.

Traming standards for School Resource Officers (SEOs) st ko be established try the Meorth Carpling Crimvinal Fustics Education and

Traiming Standards Conmnission and the Morth Canoling Sheriffe’ Eduration and Traming Standards Coomnigsion umder the legislstion by Som W Datial
Tamaary 15, 2020, i]_:m

Those new training standards for SROs must be complesed within one year of assizmment to an edication campas and include teininz on =~ arren-Damel@neleg net
mental heslth, disshilities, racial equity, crisis intervention. and de-sscalation 919-715-7823

The bill also provides $1.5 million in state fimds fo the Department of Public Safety to continne implementation of 3 digital panic slarm
thmunbmaduna Mday 2018 report of the Division of Emergency Manazement recommending the tool as A solation for campus security

Timfmdﬁmruna.mmg from appropriztions for the Speak{p application an anomymous tp teol tet was fully fonded by the sthte Gen-
eral Assemnbly and will be imtroduced in every Morth Caroling public school this fall.

Threat szsesement teamis formed by poblic schoals mnst inchyde persoos with expertice in coumseling. b enforcement, adnymictration. and
school psychology. Those teams would be required to report mmiment threats to the State Buresu of Investipstion and bocal mental health
service providers.

Mamy of the school safety provisions i 5 B. 5 were drawm from expert reconmmendstipnes presented o the Morth Caroling House Select
Conumittes on School Safiety, wiiich beld a semies of mestings m local comnnmities across Morth Caroling last fall
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Budget Approved: Numerons Provisions Benefit Burle Coanty
Last weak the state legislature passed a budget for Morth Caroling for the nexs two years. As [ menfioned im my recent newsletter, that

Process Was Dearnng completion at that tme. We now know of many provisions that [ personally view Envorably for the state, and somea

particularly of bemefit to Burke County. [was pleased o support the passaze of the tudzet. Here are some ftems that I would highlisht, T will

not attempt to go inte detadl. T will just give you brief descoptions. However, | am happy fo respond in zreater detail to anyone who may have

QuEsmons.

* Continnation of anonal seacher and principal raises with parsoular bonnses to teachers of 25 years or more

* Largest state employes raises m over 4 decade

* Retires bomns supplement for each year

* Orer 35 mullion over the two-vear budzet perind to provide for hiving staff and bermnimg operations at the new MC School of Science and

Math campus in Morganton to be ready for students to enter in Ausst of 2021 Rep. Hugh Blackwell
« Dver 53 million for additional staffing and expanded operations ar the new Broughton Hospital in the second vear of the badget 919-733-5805
« 501 millicn imvestment in school safety Hugh Blackwell@ncleg net

* 544 billion for school constmction with more that 515 million for Burke Public Schools and more than 53 million for Western Piedmont
* 515 million to fight te opioid epidemic
* 56 million to clear the rape kit backloz
= 515 millicn for grants o expand hish-speed mtermet treadband in noserved underserved areas that could mclode parts of Buke County
* Irvestments in state parks and recreation. incheding $2 million to belp with plaoning and development of the new Wildemess Gaweway Trail
thar affects Catawha and Burke counties
* 530 millipn for clean water projects
* A new proeram fo zid with swicide prevention for active military and veteraws in Mot Carolins
* Tax reduction for all ta paying Morth Carolinians by a further incresss in the standsrd deducton
* 5700 million sdded to the state’s rainy day fond to almost folly replace the payments made oot of those savings to deal with bamicanes or
other naniral disasters over the last couple of years
= Increased finding for the mmber of those with mental illness, developmenta] dizsbilities or substance sbuse who may receive services in
thedr local commminities
= 31800000 o fond A stedy for 8 Burke Clounty site for 2 possible regional crisis imfervention center to help divert individuals and provide rast-
ment apart from hospital emergency departments or bocal jails
= Additionsl fimding to aid sembors or those disabled so they might contimie o live at bome, swch s betier pay for aides and Meals on Wheels.
= Additionsl fimding for better pay to better recrnit and retam workers in sssisted Living facilities
Governor Cooper Vefoes Budget

Unformnately, Governor Cooper innmediately vetoed the bondzet. That mesns that the Howse and Senate will now nesd to vote to see if the
legislanmwe can owermide the veto so that the budzet will become 2 Law noteithstamdine the sovernor’s veto.

Lagiskative leaders on baoth the Honse smd Senate sidss say that Governor Cooper did not respond when they asked him befiors the paszags
of the budzet with any counter-propoesals on specific items. The governar says that the budget &= simply bad i a variety of respects. It is my
understanding that the govemor will offer covmter-proposals next week.

The govemnaor s chief objection appears to be that the budgzet does not expand Medicaid coverags to additional aduliz. He says they need the
coverage and that the federal govenmment will almost entively pay for it Legislative leaders sy that it wonld shift meny able-bodied working
adults from their coment coverage to 4 program thet the federal sovernment is mot obligated to continue paying for, especially given its millions
of dollars m debt. If the federal payments are eliminated. phased out or significantly redoced, Medicaid expansion could shift mndreds of mil-
lions of doflars in new expense to the state. Moreover, the expansion would add more patients o a state hMedicaid system that already strugzles
o provide adequate mmibers of doctors and other healthcare providers to meet the needs of te children elderly and disabled who are already
covered bry Medicaid Adding handreds of thousmnds of addidonal patents may well redoce services availsble to those aleady covered.

The sovermor also crbicizes new tax cuts for bosinesses m Morth Carolina. He wounld like fo confinge or raise taxes to have more momey
to spend. Legpclative lesdars say the tae outs in this bedeet. slong with those in previcus budgets that Govemor Cooper also criticized and
vetoed, are among the sound budesting decisions that attract and grow business, halping to explain Morth Carolina's budget surphises of the
last several years.

Finally, the govemor criticized the lemislahore’s decision to pay for schoel construction oa 3 payv-as-vou-go basis rather then the state issning
more bondad mdebtedness to fund spproximately the same level of consmaction.

I expect that each lemislatihve body will vote on the possible cvemide sometime next week. This is the third bodget in 3 row test Govemor
Cooper has vetped. The two previons udzet vetoes were overndden, However, the govermnor s party gzined sests m the legislatme m 2018
with the possibie resalt that sufficient votes for the overmide this yesr may not be availsble

RICHARD,BU

TORMORTH GAROLINA |
1 Rl ¥ i 4 T

Trump Economy Beat: Expectations, One Month at a Time

Republican pro-growth policies continne fo grow the U5, economy and provide more opporiumities for Americans

The 1.5, economy under President Trumg contioies to beat expectstions, giving Americans more opporiumity. As a resalt of Fepublican-led tax reform and regula-
tory relief, our couniTy is creating more jolbs, increasing wages, and enjoyving an unemployment rate near a $0-year low. Here are some of the banner beadlines we've
seem in just the last few weeks:
CIBLC: Swong Job Growth Is Back: Payolls hump in Jane Well Above Expectations
= "Payroll growih rebounded sharply m Fune as the U5, economy added 224,000 jobs, the best gaim since January and minning contrary to worries that both the em-
ployment pichare and overgrowth picture was beginning to weaken ™
MNational Review: Consumer Spending Beats Expectations in Tune, Allaying Economic Fears
= "Consumer spending was robust in fune beating expectations after a dissppointing first-guarter stoked fears that the U5, econonty might be heading for a decline "
Bloomberg: U5, Small Business Optinusm Climbs to Highest in Seven Months
= "Optimism ameong small T7.5. busineszes rose to 8 seven-month high in by a5 companies increased capital spending plans, sugrestine finnes remsin confident eco-
nommic prowth will continnes ™
Mew York Post: More Evidence the 1.5, Economy is Growing m All the Most Important Ways
= "Wagze srowth remains sirong, at above 3% year-over-year, for the 11th month in 2 row, as a tight labor market forces emplovers to share the wealth penerated by
solid Tnunp-era GDP growth ™

With munbers like these, it’s clear that Americans - and North Carelinians - are enjoying 3 strong, robust economy. I will contimae supporting policies that ensure
Amernica’s growih and innovation contfioues for yesrs fo come.
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Kids Corner

Lighting Up The World
By Christy Lowmniamn
Burke County

Cme of oy children’s favorite things about summertime is at
night when the lighting bugs come ont! These moysterious bugs
are actually winged bestles that belong to the family called
Lampyridse. Lampyridae comes fom the Greek word “lapsm™
and it means fo shine, like a lamp.

Lighming bugs or fireflies are nocnomal and make the summer evenings magi-
cal when they come out and start Hashing their beanafial lights.

Most liphiming bugs fiash whenever they feel like it These are the ones we
hawre at our house. However, there is one type called Photinus Carolinms, that
synchronize their faches simmitaneonsly meaning that all of them fach their lights
at the same time. If vou have never seen this type, but wonld liks to, a great place
to view them is at the Grear Smokey Mational Park. They even offer tours to ke
you 1o see them

Thesa bugs are fascinating! Lighting up is how they alk to one another Each
species has their own light pattern. The males will signal their pattam that they are
single and the females will flach a specific sequence if they are interested.

Scientists consider these bugs alchemists because they can take the chemical,
haciferin, found in thedr tail, mix it with ooygen, calcium, and adenosine triphos-
phate to create their glowing light This chemical reaction known as chemibumi-
nescence, allows them o glow without wasting beat energy. One bundred percent
of thiz energy creates a light, unlike our man-made mcandescent light balb, This
Light bulb creates more heat than light.

Drifferemt species create different colors. Glowing lighming buzs may be yel-
low, light red, green or orange Except for the ones that live in the western United
Sitates they do mot Light up the sky at all

These glowing bugs are considered bioluminescent which is the word used for
creatures that produce lisht Omly a few other earthbonnd insects have this gift,
inclnding click beatles and railroad wormes.

Fireflies also use their lizht to afmact prey and to wam off predators. Predators
leatn not to eat them becanse of their terrible taste. Fireflies bave a defensive ste-
roid in their bleed called Incibufagins that makes them taste gross. So gyoess, that
predators remember it and connect the glowing light with the bad faste.

Some lighining bug eggs and larvae even glow under the earth’s surface! These
underpround babies sre camivorous, feeding off of slugs, snails. and worms.

There is a fireffy species that even lives in the water whea they are babies! They
hawe gills like fish and eat water snails. However, when groom most liphinins
bmzs eat pollen and nectar but there are a few that are cammibals.

Cmce these beetles crawl out of the ground they sre adults and live gboat two
momths i the sumomer, There are 2, () lighining bug species in the world and 150
of these reside in Morth America

Dha you like to watch and catch fireflies in the cool sunumer nights? It was one
of my favorite things to do growing up. I loved to keep them n my critter cage
and watch them on my dresser top before I went to sleep. They would light up all
night and then in the moming, I would et them loose.

It iz mot amering that God created a bug that can glow i the dark? Did yon
Eknow that von kave a light that yvou can shine for JTesns? It is really Him shining
throngh you. Yoo can let your light shine by letting (od wse yoo and by giving
Him the glory for everything that happens to yvon You can also mive Him the slory
by staying lnumble and miving Him the credit when vyou use your talents and gifts
that He gave vou A few other examples would be acting Christ-like, standing up
for Jesns, and simply doing what is dght  Showing vour light in this dark world
will be hard, bt as Christisns, we must do it to spread the good news of Jesus to
nnbelievers. You may be made fim of or tallied when yon tell others that you are
& Christian, but don’t be afraid! God is with you. JTesus went throngh the same
thing when He came to earth and died for our sins. Will you stand up and shine
your Light in this dark world for Jesws? Will you light np the world?

"Tou are the light of the world. 4 city set on a hill cammo? be hidden. " Matthewr
5114 ESV

"For at one time you were darknazs, but now you ane Hght in the Lord. Walk as
children gf light" Ephesians 5:8 ESW

Drear Lord, please help us to choose to light up the world with the pood news
of Fesns Christ. We pray that in all that we do, others will see You and Your glory
glowing in us. Help us remember that everything that happens to us, and our gifts
and talents all belong to Yiou. They are not our own. Help us stay strong in our
Christian beliefs. In Jesus's name. Amen.
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bttps:/ e thonghico. com/life-cycle-fireflies-lighming-bugs- 1068137
https:/fanimials mom me i fs-span-Hrhtning-bog- 10457 homl

hetps:/faroror. thonghice_ com/fascmanme-facts-ahout-firefties- 1968117
https:/farry. mnn com/earth-raners animalssiories firefiies- 12 -things-you-didnt-
know-ahoui-lighming-bugs

Christy Loviwnan ix @ Christian author and iilusirator that Iver i the fbochills of
the Blue Ridge Mountains with her rusband and two children. She enfoys wiiing
and ilfuziratmg books for all ages. Some of her short staries are published with
Guideposts and HCT . Chrizty gives all the glory fo God in everything she doas. 4
portion of every book sold from the Small Bible Characrer Sertes will be donated
fo batile human trgfficking. If veu egoy her books, Tike' her aurhor page on
Facebook and let her know! You can buy her book:s at https:SSeww amazon. com/s’
rof=dp_byline sr_book_l 7le=UTF§&feld-author=Cheisty+Lowman dseare h-ali
ar=books &text=Christy+Lowmandesori=relavancerank

You can reach har at bz Savw facebook comauthorChreist L owman or chris-
by CO.

What Kind of Neighbor Am I?
By Tracey Jessup

“'Whick af these three, do you think, waz a neighbor fo the
mean wivo fell imdo the hands gf the robbers? " He said, The
ong whe showed him marcy. " Jesus said fo him, Go and dio
ftkewize """ -— Luoke 10-36-37

During the past several months, the President’s Council
on Christian Mission and Identity has been working on varions inigatives that will
strengthen the University’s visible Christsn wimness. One inifistive is the moumt-
ing of plagues with the words of Tesus from Mark 12:20-31 at the enfrance to all
camypus buildings. At the request of the Twcker Family, such 2 plague has adomed
the entrance of the Tucker Stadent Center since its dedication Bob and Carolyn
Tacker have given a similar plague to all their children and grandchildren to place
at the enfrance of their homes, and they wanted the building that bears their name
on our canapus 1o be reminded of that same comumitment

Such was the inspiration for this initiative of the President”s Council It is our
prayer that whenever we enter any and every building on this campus. we will be
reminded of the call of God apon our lives as followers of Christ o this com-
nuanity of faith and learning.  “The first gf the commandmeants is: Hear, & Ioreal,
the Lord owr God, the Lond is one. And you shall love the Lovd vour God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with ail your sund, and with all your strengih. "
Thiz iz the first commandiment. And the second, ke if, = thiz: Tou shall love your
naighbor ar vourself " There ix no other commpandmant graater than these ™ (MWark
12:29-313.

Tllmzmrds express the greatest commandrments according to Jesns - the love
of God and love of neighbor. Purthermore, these words are cenftral to the motto
of Gardner-Webb University — “For God and Humanity.” The mewton of the
word “peighbor” reminds me of 2 story Jesus told and the context of today's pas-
sage, which parallel the words of Jesus in Aark 12:29-31 and include the greatest
commandments. Most of ws koow it as the story of the Good Samarttan. A man
maveling the road fom Fernsalem o Jericho falls info the hands of robbers, is
beaten, snd then left to die. A priest and Levite waveling the same road, see the
man but pass by on the other side. But a Samartan saw the man and had compas-
sion on him.

What one may ot remernber is that JTesos tells this story in response to 8 ques-
tion fromm sn expert in the law. He asks Jesus, “Fhe & my neighbor? (Luke
10:29%. While this appears to be 3 genuine question, one canmot belp but wonder
if the expert m the law is looking to Limir the reshm of his mrelvement and mfin-
ence. In other words, how far does this neighborly love extend? However, after
Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan the question worth considering and
asked by Tesns is mot “Who is o1y neighbor™ bt rather “What kind of a neighbor
am I

Commenting on this passage, Amanda Brobst-Fenand writes, “The image of
&od is bome by the one in the dicch. The image of God 1= reflected by the one who
shows compassion and mercy. Those who pass by also bear the indelible mark of
the Crestor, inasmnch as the Bible reminds ns that even when we furn away, God
draws pear tous” (“Commentary on Luke 10:25-37," workinepreacher org).

Prayer; Lord, when life leads us into the ditch, belp uws be ttue to Your clam
upen oar lives by lovimg You with all our beart, soul, mind, and sirength, and our
neighbor as ourselves.

Dr Tracy Jessup serves as vice president for Chriztian Life and Service and senior
minizter to the University. He is a graduate of Gardner-Webb with a B A. in Music
and earned hiz M Div. degroe at Samford University's Baeson Divinity School. He
completed hiz Ph.D). at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He also teaches m tha
undergraduale deparimant of religious studies and arjjays the opporiunily o semve
the local church through Imferm pastorates, pulpit supply and preaching revival
services. He and his wifke, Toresa, have two children, Christian and Anma.
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Peter's Pride
By Alan Griffin

Simen, alsoe named Peter the Apostle,
was bom Simon Bar-Jonsh or Simonson |8
of Fomah, and his name was later shomened 5
io just Peter, which means petros or rock. \
The first time Jesus met Peter face-to-
face He said, ““You are Simon the son of

Imah,ymsha]ihecaﬂledﬂepha& which

fime on be was called Fock uIP'etEr This
youngz man named Peter was impulsive, impefuous, and overeager in his namre o
the name Jesns gave him was something he wounld become through the trials and
tribulations he encountered a5 3 disciple for Christ. Jesus still called him Simon
somefimes when we were exposing his un-degenersted personaliny.

Cme of the most wonderfil sayings in the Bikle is when Jesus said to Peter and
Andrew his brother "Follow Me, and Jwill make you fizhers gf men. ™ Pater and
Andrew dropped their nets and followed Tesus, giving up their bnsiness, their
wives, and their families to follow Christ to the cross. Peter is like a lot of us
who tum to Christ. We are so excited fo help we rely oo our own shility, and with
Christ this is impossible. Peter kad a lof of zood maits to go with the bad ones. He
showed initiztive and inquisitdveness, but what be lacked was faith. He was bold,
decisive, and brave, bt when be let his ability rake control of his thinking, he
wiould spon discover he had bitten off more than he could chewr.

PBeier sumendered everything he had to Christ, and be was a man of obedisnce,
bt his salf-will—mmosting i his own wisdom and forbidding Chnist to die on the
cmoss—received a very sivong rebuke. Then Peter took Him aside and began to
retuke Him, sayving, “Far be it fhom Tou, Lord: thiz shall mot happen fo Jou!™ But
He turned and said to Petar, "et bekind Me, Saran! Tou are an affmze to Ma, for
Yyou ane not mindfiud of the things of God, bur the thingz gf men ™ MIarthew 16:22-
23). Ar the same tme, Peter had the Holy Spirit of God within when Chriz? ashed,
"Who do you say that Jam? ™ Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Cheist,
the Son gf the [hving God.™ Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed ane Jou,
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flezh and bisod has mor revealed this fo you, bui My Father
wha iz in heaven (MMamhew 16:15-17)

Peter at imes sought after his own honor even at a cost to other disciplas
around him He bragged how he would defend Christ to the death, so Christ
revealed to himn that he would deay Tesus three dmes before moming. Fesns said
to him “Adrourediy, Jrqy fo vou that this night, bofore the rooster cnows, yon will
diery Me three fmes. "' Peter said to Him, “Evex i kave fo die with Fow, Twill
maf daryy Jow! ™ (MMatthew 28:34-35). Jesus mied o show Peter he was living the
self-life when He proclaimed “If amyone desires to come giter Me, lef him deny
himself, and fabe wp his cross, and follow M. For whoever desires fo sanee Ris e
will lose it buf whoever lases his ife for My zake will find it (MMarthew 16:24-23).
We must ubterly deny ourselves if we are going to follow Christ.

When Jesus was arrested Peter refused o admir e knew Jesus. He boldly pro-
clamyed. “T have nerhing fo do with Him, He and I are not fitends,; I devy having
any connection with Him, © and just a few hours befors Pater proclaimed  “Ewven
ifall are made to stumble, yer Twill not be. If T have ro die with You, Iwill not
iy Tou '™ (Mark 14:20. 31). Many tones this is our own behavior when we are
around friends thar are not Christans. TWe are more concerned shout whar other
pecple think sbout ns than God. We place our own self-interest above what is
right, and this, my friend, is what is wrong with the entire world. Self before God.
The self-life is what gives sin its power, and Christ is what zives us the power
of God. The pride of the self-life cansed the fall of Satan, and if we continne liv-
ing for curselves it will cause our fall as well. In the beginning, Lucifer wanted
something for himself, he wanted to be above the throne of God, and in the begin-
ning, Eve wanted something for hersalf so our parents fell into sin. Throwgh our
beritage, we receive the nature of sm, and vnti] we fom sway from the life of self,
we will all die the death of our spirimal bemgs. In fact, until we o to Christ and
repounce gur own personal intentions, we are all dead in our trespasses and sm.
Mow when Peter realized what he had done he wrent ont and cried hitterly. T have
been in this exsct location in my life. and when I ook back, I realize this is when
the Temendous change came over me. I stopped living for myself and stanted liv-
ing for Christ. Can you imagine what Peter went through the following hours of
that might and the next day when JTesus was beaten and crucified? The pain of his
failings must have haunted him severaly. Everything be had conmmitted his life to
over the last three years was gone. This was the turning point in Peter’s life, amnd
oa the frst day of the week, Peter saw the resurrected Jesus.

Later, at the lake of Galilee, the disciples sat on the beach one moming and ate
fish for breakfast with Jesus, and thers beside the fire Christ asked Peter, “Simaon,
son gf Jonah, do you love My more than these™ He =aid to Him “Tez, Lord; Tou
krow that I love Jou. ™ He said to him, “Feed My lombs ™ He said to him sgain 3
second tme. “Simor, son of Jonah, do you love Me? " He said to Him_ “For, Lord:
You bnow that I love Yo "' He s3id to him_ “Tend My sheap.” He said to him the
third time, “Simon, ser gf Jonah, do you love Me” " Peter was grieved becanse
He szid 1o him the thitd tdme, “Deo yor fove Me? " And be said o Him, “Lord, Tou
frow all things, Yor keow that I love You ™ (Joln 21:15-17).

Christ fook Pefer from death to eternal life, and the nanuoe in Peter chanzed
from 3 self-natare to an etemmal and divine nanre of God. Some Gfty days later at
Bentecost, Peter preached one of the most magnificent senmons every given (Acts
2:14-38) and three thousand souls were saved In 1 Pefer we read, * For this iz
wity you were called, because Christ alzoe suffered for ws, lemving ws an eoample,
that you should follow Hir steps: "Who commified no sin, Nor was deceit found
in His mowth ™ who, when He was reviled, did mot revile in return; when He suf
Jered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judzes rigkteously;
wha Himself bore our zins in Hiz own body on the ree. that wa, having died fo

simz, might bve for rghtesusness—by whose siripes you were healed. For you
ware like sheep poing asimay but have row retuned fo the Shepherd and Oversear
qf your souls. ™

Before Peter dended Christ, be cast out demons and bealed the sick, bur the
power of the fHech was stll in him. S0, although we have never accomplished
swch great feats in Christ, even more. are we conmolled by the fech. We see how
Christ led Peter to overcoms his pride and started to perfect him in his sermon at
Pentecost. Tesus is hera with me and there with you waiting to perform the sxme
miracle mns that he performed in Peter. He is waiting for you to step aside from
your own ability and mmst in the sbility of almighty God.

Why are there no more blessings in your life? Becanse we have not ziven
over to the Holy Spirtt what 15 His, our life in complete surrender, and oar st
in Christ's fimished work. Dear heavenly Father forgive me for my selfish shor-
comings in denying the Holy Spint His me place in my life. T have allowed my
self-lifie to grieve the Spirit of God, and I stand before You now asking You to
remove the self out of my life and fill me with Your Holy Spint. I cry out o Yoo
for forgiveness, Lord. In Jesus Christ's name I pray. Amen.

Alan Griffin started the Kidsnchrist minisiries im November [997. He has worked
with tnner ciiy kds for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fure that would reach peaple gf all gges and has been writing since 2005, The
minizary has expanded thetr websiter fo reach around the world, Kidoachrizt com,
millewniglchriztian.com, feensmchrist.com, Seniorsnchrist. com, PicTung-Verse. com,
and souhvorks-smalleroups. com. W had an oumreach gfover 13,000 000 people
Tzt yaar with 36, 000, 000 imprezsions. [fvou have amy guesiions for dlan you can
reach kim at alan|@kdsnchrist.com
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Warm Arms Wrapped Around You
By Carolyn Dotts
Mitchell County

“zome to GriefShare feals like having warm amas
wrapped around you when vou're shivering.” Have you
or someone you know recently kost someone you love?
Perhaps it is a family member-a parent, a sibling. a spouse
or even 3 child. Or vou may have lost a close friend.
Losing someone through death, whether expected or sndden, immediately results
in shock, closely followed by zrief. At first, the shock is a welcome insalator,
providing a feeling of munbness that protects you from the overwhelmimg pain
of somrow and loss. A feeling of sumealism can enpulf yon for a period of time.
As the shock fades, prief iz waiting. Bany people facing this grief can find loving
smpport and recovery with others who are also walking this journey. Grief tends
to isplate youn in a time when you desperately need to connect with others who un-
derstand the deep pain and can belp answer some of the many guestions you may
hawve GriefShare, sponsored by Western Careling Charch, is one such support
available in Mitchell Couanty.

I first heard of GriefShare when I bost ooy hnsband in 3 car accident over 13
wears ago. It referenced the websits in a book [ was reading about the process of
grieving. When you pull up the website, it offers valaable rescurces, such a list of
GriefShare mestngs within a specified radius of your home. GrisfShare groups
meet all across the United States and Canada, as well as internationally. Another
belpful feature of the website is a daily encouraging email message you can sign
up to receive aach day of the year There iz also a bookstore offering boaoks, CDs
and video on grief and recovery topic, many of which are written by some of the
expert anthors, counsalors, speakers and pastors who are featured in the video
seminars. A siz-week personal stady called Help for the Journey is also available
on the website. Another section discusses the various topics presented in each
videdo.

In a typical GriefShare session partcipants view a professionally-produced
video seminar featuring notable experts in grief and the recovery process. Dhar-
ing the video, which lasts from 30-45minutes, viewers may take notes in the
gidebook which is used for all 13 sessions. It also contains devotons that can be
completed prior to the next session. Discussion and gquestions follow the video.
Pamicipants may choose to speak or just listen but be assured that confidentiality
is valued Many participants have attended both fall and spring sessions becase
they hawve shared that the second time around vields information, they mizzed dur-

The GrisfShare fall sezsion will begin on Thursday, Awgust 15th at Westermn
Carpling Church. It begins at &00 PM and a light meal will be served. It will
contimae for 13 consecutive weeks, ending on Wovember Tth. On Samrday,
Movember Oth, the Surviving the Holidays seminar will also be offered. More
information about this seminar will be addressed in a finture issee of BRCH. If
you are interested or know somesns who may benefit from GrefShare, please call
Carolyn Dotts at 828- 467-1433 for meore information or to register.

Carolyn Dotis makes her home in Ledeer and @5 a teacher aff Excepiional Children
ai Greenles Primary School. She is a widow with two sons and fve grandchildran.
She is a member of Western Caroding Church in Spruce Pine,
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‘Marlene’s Meditations

Stories-Survival Guides
Compiled by God

By Marlens Houk

Burke Coamty

The Falcon, 3 commpact six-passenger, mileage-maker
Ford car, produced in the 1960s, became nyy dad’s car of
choice for his four teenage children three girls, and cne
boy. In a ten-vyear span, we all leamed to drive his Ford
Falconms. I remember be bought four of them and most
boused the three-speed gear shift on the cohunn behind
the steering wheel, smaight doves. He would buy it we would wreck it. Then
he would buy another one whose destiny prowed to be the smme: dents, broken
headlight=, and loose bumipers. At one time, all four of us wrecked the same car. a
beautifiol shiny, champagrne-colored 1064 Ford Faloon.

When my children leamed to drive, I wondered how in the world nry dad had
refained his samity, oot to mention his patience. And bow did be clampdowem that
fear as he was racing to the bospital to see the damage dome? My older sister
passed out when she tumed the car upside dowm in a field on Highway 64, My
older brother ditched one of the Falcons doving up 4 mountain to his fire-fower
operator job. by mm provided me with oaly a scratch and one small bamp, Inat
ooy youmger sister didn’t fare so well with her lower teeth knocked ot T abways
admired my dad for remaining calm and unflappable duning these dmes. His abil-
ity to cope Zave me hope when my own children learned to drive. I felt that if ooy
dad could survive the fear, panic, and fsration. perhaps I who came from his
stock, could do the sxme.

My dad’s story became my survival guide, and I clong to his experience with
all the hope that T could muster for more gquist times,

A saying [ discovered recently suwmmarizes how our stories offer hope like my
dad’s tales of his children’s driving escapades became my manita &5 3 parent of
tepn drivers.

Omee day you will tell your story of bow you've overcoons what you'te gomg
ihroush now, and it will become part of someone else’s survival puide.

This reminds me of 2 Corinthians 1:4 which says, “Whe comforteth ws m ail
our iribulation, that we meay be able fo comfort them which are in any rouble, By
the comyfors wharewith we ourzelves are congforned af God ™ God does not waste
our pain or sorrew but carefully gifts our stores to others so that they can leam
from the ways that God enabled us to riumph over our mials.

God also wses this method when Hea tells epic stories of men and wormen of
gigantic farth n the Bible who mepire ws to forus on the Lord in our own trials
and to glean wisdom and faith from His Word. Our Bible heroes and heroines
offer hope fo us as they conguer enormons enermies, fizht courageonsly in death-
defying battles, and wait poignantly for decades for God's promises to be fulfilled.

God zave us their stories for us to have an example to follow. It savs in Faoomans
15:4 “for whatsoaver things were written, gioretine ware written for our iearn-
ing that we, through patfence and canpfort of the soripfures might have hope. ™
That's why God put these divine dramas in His Bible — to give us bope, to give us
patence and comfort, and to give us a way onf of our valleys.

For example, Diavid and CGolisth is an incredible story where Diavid teaches me
to completely eradicate nry enemy (the devil) by using God as my rock. Esther
teaches me what to wear to 3 crisis. Fnath is 8 marmal for helpme 2 friend through
erief amd Ahigail teaches ns how to diffuse anger in ten simpls steps.

I hear the gears in that old Ford Falcon, sometimes grinding umder the hands
of an awkward teen or perhaps jolting to a stalling stop as be forgot to let in the
clutch. And I realize that the Lord nses both biblical narratives and stories from
my family, chrch, and friends, o send His truths nte my heart

Pind a story in a Christian’s life, either cuorent or biblical, that can become your
survival gmide. Listen carefully as they relate their David and Goliath tale and
leave with a fresh wision of bow God works through others” stories to help you on
your journey of faith!

Mariene Houk is a regular confributor to Blue Ridee Christan Nows. Her passion
iz fo delve deeply inte the ruchs of Bible wonren and to dizcuss those in Bible

Studves called Rackstage Pass to Bible Women. She and her husband discover jay,
murture, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehoukigbelisouth. net

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road | 2301 Rutherford
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 |Marion, NC 28752
phone: 828.652 6777

faoc: 828,652 6756

phaone: B28.765.4400

www. brcnews.com
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Redeemed Free Will Baptist Church
The Half Was Not Told Me

By Patricia Jackson
McDowell County

brews £:12

Crur Ladies Sunday School Class, af Bedeemead
Fres Will Baptist Chuoch, continues to sdy the
life of Solomon. In I Kings, Chapter 10, Verse
1, we read “That the Queen qf Sheba had heard
af tha fame of Selomon, concerning the name
af tha Lord, she came fo prove him with hard
guestions. " The name of Solomon and his great
wisdom mmd the great God of Tsrael had spread all
over the eastern world. The gueen of Sheba was
from the South possibly Ethiopia. and 8 woman
of great means harself, as seen by the valnable ifts she brings fo King
Splomon. She wanted fo sep for hersalf the wisdom that Solomon was
repuied to have. She was also imterested in setting up a irade amange-
ment with this very wealthy and prosperons man and nation. The gueen
of Sheba spoke with Solomon abouat all that was in ber heart, and
Solomon was very gracions toward ber, answering all of her guestions.
I hawe to wonder since she was so wealthy and important, that perhaps
she could mot believe the stories thar someons was more famous amnd
prosperons than she was and wanted to know for sure.

In Verze 7, the quesn of Sheba states “Howbeit I belicved not the
words, unti! I eame, and mine @yes had seen it and behold the half
wiar mof fold me: thy wizdom and prozperity exceaded the fome which T
haard™. She realized what she had previously beard was nowhers near
the full story regarding the wisdom of Solomon, the wealth, prosperity,
the temple of (God, palaces, gold, etc.

A: 1 smdied these scripiures and mied to visualize all the splendor
and grander resulting from Solomon’s tailding, T remembered the Bilt-
more MMansion in Asheville. I have visited several times in the past, and
each time I realize that I cannot begin to describe to anyone else the
half of what I observed of all the splendor and mapnificence, It is the
larpest privataby-camed home i the United States, having 250 rooms.

When we get to beaven_ I balieve this is the way we will look at Je-
sus, a5 we behold Him the glory of the Throne Foom snd God himeelf
Surely what we have read in the scriptures regarding heaven and our
half of it!

When [ visitad the Biltmore Mansion I was required to purchase 2
ticket. But if you are saved by the marvelous grace of Jesus Christ our
Lord, you already hawve a ticket to Heaven. JFesus paid the price for you
and me on the cross a long time ago!

2016 Ford Fusion
All Whesl Drive, V8, Tianium Plg..
Local Ona Owmear, Vary Nica Condition,
45,000 Milsa, Loadsd!
Waa 518,700

ony *18,200

For the word of God ir guick, and powerful, and sharper than any hvoedged
sword, piercing even fo the dividing asunder of soul and spirsd, and of the jointy
and marrew, and iv o divcernar of the thonghes and imteney of the heart. He-

When I visited the Bilimore Mansion Iwas a visitor, passing
thronzh, only there for a few hours. But when we get to heaven, we
won't be a visitor, it will be our permanent home and all the beanty will
be there for us to enjoy forever. We will stay for etermity!! The gueen of
Sheba journeyed to Solomon’s kingdom, seeking answers regarding his
wisdom, weakth and his God. “Ske heand the fame af Solomon concern-
ing the name gf the Lord ”. The joumey she took was long and ardnons,
however, when we repent of our sins and call wpon the name of the
Lord, we will be saved. This is our ticket to beaven!! How nmch more
shonld people today seek Jesus and the glory of his Kingdom?

F8 "Happy are ty man, happy are these iy servants, wiich sfand
contimually bgfore thee and that hear thy wisdom ™. The Caeen of
Sheba recognizes that the servants of Solomon who constantly bear his
wisdom are ‘blessed.” That's an important thing for us to think abput.
We are blessed to =it in the pews with a spititnal pastor to share with

2018 Jeap Cherokes Trailhawk
4ND, NAY, Tech Group,
Florida COna Owner, 12,000 Miles.
Was £30,450

ony 28,950

ns hiz wisdoon from God. Could others say that abowt us? Are we a
blessing to them with our words and the way we live our lives? In 'V
9. wa read that the Lord delizhied in Solomon becanse the Lord loved
Iszael forever Fost as God has loved Ismael forever, be will also love us
forever IF we kesp his conmmandments and do his wrill.

2011 Subaru Legacy AWD
Leather, & Much More, MIGE!
wae 58,5885

495

20N6 Land Rover Discovary Sport
Loaded, One Cwmner, 48,000 Miles.
Was 328,300

ony *26,800

e ——

2018 Honda Accord
Touring, V-8, Flonda One Cwner,
Like Mew, Loaded, 56,000 Miles.

Wasa 523.500

ony 522,000

Until we accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our savior, we won't know
“the half” of the beanty and magnificence of hesven. [ want fo expen-
ence that beauty firsthand, for all etemity, by living according to His
laws and commandments.

Pamricia Jackron iz the drzictant Teacher for the Ladies Class at
Redeemed Froe Will Baprst Church, Glemwood, NC. She is a grant
writar for now-profics, a publiched author and refired Nursing Home

Adminiztrator She ives im Rutherford Coumty with her kusband

2017 Subaru Forester
Prarmiurn Phg.. AWD,
Oy 40,000 Miles.
Waz 522 800

ony 521,300

2008 Honda CR-V EX
All Whesl Drive, Good Condition.
waz 57,005

2010 Ford Tawrus Limited
Loadsd, Only 63,000 Milas.
‘W= 510,005

ony *9,495
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ACROS55
1 Take heed that ye do not
your __ before men
(At &: 1) KTV
5 The fear of the LOFTY
length fo life (Prow lllﬂ".’}
O As achephesd

aroumd him
(Jer 43:13)
14 not during the Feast or thers
maybea  amang the
peaple (Matt 26:5)
15Fesmeme fromte . do
not let me sink (Ps §9:14)
lothey setimio the  of
being idle (1 Tim 5:13)
17 the sons of Eliphaz were

Teman i

(Gen 346:11)

18 sbbe. for the 20th book of
the O. T

19T am the Alphs and the
the Beginning and the End
(Bewr 21:8)

20 Theylefi  Jasksm and
camped at Hor (Mum 13:32)
21 Heal the sick, cleanse te
__,raise the dead

et 10:8) KTV

23 he does not _ sway from
the sword (Fob 39-22)
25Hehasgiven  of thisto
all men by raising him

(Acts 17:31)

28 Moszes bronght their
before the LORD

(T 27:5)

30 Tho niot associzte with him
io order that be may
ashamed (2 Thess 3:14)
3litisa__ thing that the
%n%mqmreﬂnfﬂmﬂzll}

34 Peter snswered, ""You are
the Christ, the Son of the
lvimg (=it 16:16)
35 Why have yourepaid
with ewil? (Gen 44:4)
3TTheywillbe  and
phmdered by all their foes
(2 Kings 21:14)
32 Eber, Misham Shemed who
built  andLod
{1 Chrom 8:13)
40 Come, vou who _ hlessed
by the LOBD (Gen 24:31)
4] the LOFD drove the
back with a strong east wind
(Exod 14:21)
42 and nowy _ Ereater than
Jomsh is here (hatt 12:41)
43 in God I tmst; I will not be
— [@s56:4)
45 get apew _ meady, with
oo cows (1 Sam §:7)
44 A brother offended is harder
fobe  than a stvong city
(Pron TE:1697
47 things finll of marmow, of
wines on the  well
refined (Tsa 25:8) ETV
48 But smong the Israelites not
—— willl Teark (1,3)
(Exod 11:7)
50 Esan went to the field o
__ forvemizon (Gen 27-5)
52 ectablish a roysl stamute, and
to ke decres
(1.4) (Dan &7y KTV

54 iransportation baast
(hdar 212 BTV

58 Take with you seven of
every kind of clean
(Gen 7:2)
G0 Men st have contempt
for misfortme (Job 12:5)
63 sabject, issue
65 The owi will _ there and
lay egzs (Isa 34:15)
67 ye shall , like a5 ye fad
from before the earthouake
{Ea::hH:TJKJ"J

___ sipge works against ir,
h.uldarmrpq:tuit
(Ezek 4:7)
&0 that af the name of Jesns

every _ shonld bow

(Pl 2:10)

70 with their tongoes they have
_ deceit (Fom 3:13)

71 Your kinzdom is divided

and given tothe  and

Persians (Dian 5:28)

72 the Offspring of David, and
the bright Moming

(Pew 22:16)
T3 Jesns roy Lard- for whemn T

have suffered the ___ of all
things (Phil 3:8)

DO

1 David was clothed im
__ offine linen (1.4)

(1 Chrom 15227

2 ke bumed the bones of the
king of Edom info
(Amps 2:1) KTV

3 We all zrowd like bears; we
__ mwmmifialby like doves
(Tza 50:11)

4 And Twant youto __ these
things (Tirs 3:8)

5Tam ___ supplied now that
I have received |:F|'Iul4 18

{i in nakedness and

poverty, you will serve the
enemies (Dt Y8:48)

Tthey  four snchars from
the stern and prayed

(Acts 27:29%

& for the fanume was

throughon:

(Gen 41:58)

9 loveth instootion loveth
knowledge (Prow 12:1)

(ETV)

10 Ao a bullock anda

for peace offerings (Lev 2:4)

Ilmummﬂ:emnfmﬂpmm
__andatable(1.3)

EF-TIDES‘*W)

12The iz alsounclean;

aldsonsh it has 3 split hoof

(Deur 14:8)

13 When he prophedies, his

own parents will  him

(Zech 13:3)

22 shall mot be bonnd 1 1o be

besled topuora _ fobind

it (Ezel 30-21) ETWV

24 Esther also was taken to the

king's palace and enfrusted

m__ (Ex2:5)

26 Man is a mere phantom as

he poes to and (P 39:6)

IT"¥ou ome of lus

dizciples, are you?™ (3,3}

(Jobm 18:17)

28I onvyou 2 kingdom, just

as o1y Father confermed one

(Luke 2280

20 your lowe more than wine.

Howright they are i

you (Song 1:4)

30 For vou kave been noy

refiige, & SIrONE [OWeT

amaipst the  (Ps61:3)

32 Jesms could no lemzer enter

water the garden (Gen 2:100
34 Ipress ontowardthe o
win the prize (Phil 3:14)

346 I this way youshall
Aaron smd his soms

(Ex 29-9)

38 They make many proaises,
take false  amd make

(Hos 10:4)

41 If 3 man is lazy, the rafters
_ (Bool 10:18)

44 Ifye have faith
grmuufnnm:diaad[! I
(hdas 17200 ETW

45 remark, statement

40 Bveryone who _ this
water will be thirsty azain
(Jobm 4:13)

51 Scripmare is God-breathed
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smndis _ for maching Lighining (Ezek 1:14)

(2 Tim 3:16) 501 saw what locked like
53 sinre these  ame ___ iof glass mixed with fire
undemisble, you ousht to be {'IIj{Eﬂ.rli_‘.'-.'}

quiet (Acts 19:36) The spldiers  cameup
54 I will not violae oy andm:l-rjadhm

Ccovenant or _ what (Luke 23:36)

{Bs 80:34) 42 Go, post a lookowt and hawe
55 proclaiming alowd your him reportwhatbe
praise and telling of all your {Isa 21:8)

wonderfal _ (Ps 26T) 44 material taken from Eing
56 there chall come forth 2 rod Solomion’s mimes

outofthe  of Tese 45 what looked like an
(I==izh 11:1) expanse, sparkling like |
57 The creatres  back and and awesome (Ezek 1:27)
forth like flashes of

Solufion on page 14
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HOMES = FARMS
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3800 Sugar Hill Rd. | PE===="
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Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Realtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540
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Thn Inspiring Word

A Study of Jesus Farables -

Anintroduction
By Temy Cheek
MeDowall County

For Auznst will you join me in 3 new series of articles.
Crur Lord and Sawior spoke wonderful words of sabration,
forgiveness, and encourazement while He walked the
eard. Some of His teachings were done i parables and
beginning this mooth I want to invite you o join me in 2 stody of them,

To begin with, it is important we understand what 3 parable iz, If nothing else geis
explained in this month’s article, I bope fo leave vou with a better understanding of
our shady and most importanthy the teachime of JTesus Chirist throush parables.

Parables are mot isobsted to the words of Temns and the Wew Testament, the Old
Testament itzelf contains parables as well. We may visit some Od Testament para-
Tbles as well when we finish the spoken word of Christ. For now, let's take a quick
look at the parable. A parable is nothing more than a fgure of speech. And, the prin-
cipal fimction of a figare of speach is to comonimcate idess. We find parahles m the
fomm of simites, metaphor’s, and similitedes also there are simple stores that qualify
&5 parables. The siory-parable was the ooe most often used by Christ

We find the word parable interpredng the Gresek word “parsbole™ which is also
mranslated as a proveri in Luke 4:23. Wet Luke 4:23 will be one of the parables we
study. I share this not to confizse you, but to show you there is knowledee n words
and how they are nsed. This is important to know zs we move forward with das
study.

Why wounld Christ want to use 3 parshle? After all, they can be rather micky o
nnderstand  Christ himself angwers this question in Matthew 13:10-17. From this
passage, we leamn that Christ used parsbles to pass almg knowledge 1o some yet
hide it from others. Upon first reading, this sounds cather couel. Jesus sheds light
on this from Matthear 13:11-13 ETV “He answered and safd wnto them becawse it
iT Eiveh 1o Yo fo know the saieries f the ingdom of hemven, but fo them, i
iz not given. (12) For whosoaver hath, to him shall be ghven, and he shall have
more abumdance: but whasoaver hath not, from ki shall be faken away aven theat
he hath, (13) Thergfore speak I to them in parables. becanse fhay Seeing o8 not;
and hearing thay hear not, merther do thay undersiond, ™ Christ speaks in parables
becanse there were two types of people listenmg to Him thoze who believe m Him
and those who don’t. The believers need o be disciplinsd bt the nnbelievers do not
nesad their confirsion incraased An unbsliever has enough to be responsible for, add-
ing to that burden would be mokind, o say the least. So, we know that Jesus teaches
in parables to disciple His believers and show grace to the mmbeliever.

Chaoting Drwight Pentecost “1In order to properly mterpret the parables, one must
observe certam principles. The first principle, one that the Lord Himself stted, is
that the parables concemed “the Anedom g heaven " (Matt. 13:11). The kingdom
of beaven is that sphere over which the sovereizn God males. .. A second fmportant
principle in inferprefation is to observe the mmediate context. Parables were never
spoken in & vacumm In each instance that Christ spoke a parable, He was explain-
g some gquestion or problem that His hearers were farmp. Each parable thms was
desirned to sobve 3 problem or to answer a question. .. This will lead to a third
important principle of imberpretation; ramely, the parsble itself must be studied to
determine what is the point at issue. ... There is 3 fourth principle. Since a parable
transfers muath from the known to the mnknown reahm. the interpreter poast stady the
it=m or maiter o the parahle to which allnsion i made and from which tmsth is o
be mansferred .. It is impossible to discover the tuth in a parable by supstmpos-
ing our culture on the cultre of Christ's environment. The interpreser of parables,
then, must becomwe thoroughly conversant with the history, geography, caliure, and
oustoans of biblical times.™ Of all the parables given by Christ, only two were imber-
preted by Him, the parable of the sower and the parable of the weeds.

This imrodecion to our study may not be what you were really expecting bt I
E53re you 25 We Tet deeper mnbo it you be zlad to hewe this informstion. Toin us in
Septernber gt we begin unpacking the parables of Fesus Christ. Undil then may God
Eesp you fimmuly in His srip and bless your daily walk with Him.

11. Drwight Pemter ost. The Parables of Tesus: Leszons in Tife from the haster
Teacher (Kindle Locatons 1651-163). Kindle Editdon

Trry iz the Execurive Director and broadeaster of The Inspiring Wond media
minisiry. Tou can contact Tarry by email af theimspiringword @ gmail com
O by wizitimg www theinspiringwond org

Freedom Life Enterprises:

» Marion Fabric & Uphoistery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

— | ™M

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commercial & Residential

« Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,

Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » B28B-559-2700

Sewlage
FUNERAL SERVICE &
CHEMATORY

Service with Dedicarion & Compassion

Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved One.

With over 165 years of combined experience serving Burke,
Catawba, and Caldwell County families, the owners and staff
of Hertage Funeral Service and Crematory are committed fo
helping families plan a personal and meaningful ceremony that
celebrates life, and beging the much-needed healing process.

Get in Touch
Cur Team of
Professionals Are
Standing By fo Help

Business Hours
Mon -Sun: %9am — S5pm
24 Hour Availability

1507 E. Main 5t | Phone: (628) 874-0411 |
Valdese, NC 28690 | Fax: (828) 874-5390

Family Practice
Pregnancy Care
Behavioral Health

Extended Hours

Celo
675-4116

Bakersville Spruce Pine

766-7778

688-2104

worw bicnews. com
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Choice and Con Sequence

Bw Preacher Chres Bathhome
Mirchall Couniy

Crme day lastwesk after dropping the boys off at school
Iwas doving from Bakersville towards Ledzer. My mind
was wandenng about studying for the pext Sunday’s senmoon F
whean [ ootced & state oooper doing 3 very aboupt w-tum in
from of e

You z2e, as I'was coming through memepelis Bakersvilla
2 lady m 2 smuall 517 pulled out in front of me. She was
olrviously in 3 hurry and needad w zat in front of me! The brakes on my car did
the job and Twas able to avold getting too close to her If this had happened vear:
ago, [ would have probably blown tee car bom and got all red-faced and smeff But
since I'm zll spinmsl now, thet behavior is avoided, 10! Anyway, the lady was
maveling along o front of me vl we left the city limits and she laf the zas fmes
rell if yon koow what [ mean. Her speed was well above the limit becanse she was
way dbead of e when we reached a long smaightaway. That's where the moopst
did his w-nam.

The first thing I did was check my speed. Thavkfully Twas domg the speed
lnmir. Az I left the straight away apd rounded a curve the oooper bad the lady
pulled over, obviously for speadmes. Well, Iwas thankful i wasn't me becanse
Inever speed. .. I mean very seldom speed .. I mean hardly ever spead . well,
sometimes [ speed and I have gotten canght, thera you have ir, CE!

Mo for everyons ont thare reading this thar has bean pulled over, vou koow
what I resn when T ralk ghoar that feeling yon bave when thosze blus lighes are
flashing bebind von Mow let’s all be bhowest, first, we realize we bave been canght
and the pext thought in our mind is how are we zoing o get out of this? What
excuse cxn we Zive the police officer sbout why we were speeding” For certain,
police officers bave heard it all. Even though many of us chose o brezk the Law,
for some reason we do 0ot wans to suffer the consequences that come with that
choice Somshow, we wanf the consequences to be makan away. We do pot want 1o
pav the flns, go 10 COUM. OF SeS 0N IDSUTANCE preuivmis increase. even fhouzh we
clupsa 1o brezk the law, and we koew the possible consagquences.

Every day of our Irves we are faced with choices. Obwioushy, as Christans I
believe that the Lord Tesns wanrs ns 1o make choices that will glorify Hun show
others wa are followers of Christ, and benefic onrsalves, our f2milies, and those
around us. All oo often we blame God with things that have happened in our
Iives when what is going on is simply the consaquences of the choices we hava
mada. Many fimes, I have commseled with peopls who have chosen to do exactly
the opposite of what the Bible teaches. After making those choices, they call me
ar another pastor 3od semehow want ns 1o be able to fake away the consequancas
af their choices. Hushands or wives comands adultery, and then wondsr why their
mammiaze and family kas dissolved. Youngz people choese 1o be involved in pre-mar-
ital sax, oo take dmzs, erc., and then when the consequences come, they somehow
want them erased Mow before someons has me “soung up™ as 2o old kareful and
mdzmental preachsr Lot me clanfy some things.

First, I bali=ve that God Lowes ws and forgives s when we fail Him and even
whan we just make some fat-ont smupdd choices e life. Secondly, I belisve that we
zs Chnstizns sre to be loving and forgiving also. When people mess up and mmake
wrong cholces, wea state the muth of their chodces and how those cholces have
ended in the consequances that are now enduninz. We love and restora them just
as the Lord wonld snd st ke we would want them to do for us. Howevar, we
cannot erzse the conssquences that have resulied becanse of the wrong choice that
was made, Sometimes consequences last for a few days, weeks, years, and even a
Iifetime. Even thongh God will forgive the sin when confessed. the consequancas
of thar sin are something coe will have oo live with for a long droe o chis Difs.

Jesus teaches us in Manhew B:22-27 Thergfore whozoever hearech thesa zay-
ingr gf mine, and dosth them, Fwill [iken hiv unfo @ wise s, which bult his
howuze upon a rock. dxd whan the rain descended, and foods came, and winds
&lns;, and beat upow that houze, and it foll mot: for it was founded upon a rock
And every one that heareth thase sayings af mine, and dooth them not, shall be
likened unio a foolish man, which built iz kouse upon the sand: and the raim de-
seanded, and food: came, and winds higw, and beat upon thar kouse; i fell: and
grvad was the fall af it

We cannot expect 1o make cholces in life that are conmary 10 God's word and
oot suffer the consequences that will come. Let us be found as wise men and build
oir lives upon the teackings of scripiares. The wisdom vou and I need to live this
lifie 1z found o the Word of Grod through Hiz Son Jesus. Let us make wize choices.
for every choice has 3 consequence, zood or bad!

B5 Watch your spead!

Preacker Chriz Rathbone serves az Pasior af Ming Creelk Bapiizt Church,

Blossoms and Songs in Unseen Places

By Een & Jan Merop
Avery Coumn

Have von ever gone caving or hiked a mile up a
mountainT

Thouzh T'va naver 2one cAVIRE - 35 b crawling
info 3 hole in the side of 8 monntzin and exploring
- I have gons oo guided tours of caves and found
them fascinatnng.

et it is s6ll net my favorite advennurs - Being
underground m the side of 2 mountain. Howevar, caves hold beaunful . impressive
SRCTals.

The darkness, dimr and dank coolpess nnst spell adventore and discovery for
spelunkers. Withour them, we wouldn't know abour the incredible stalactes and
stalagmites thar bang down and stick up m splendid | arostic formatdons

It camses vs o wondar, Why such besuty o virmally umssen places?

Hikinz for me is far mors anjoyable

I love beingz cwtdoors and braathing in the pristine air of the monntaing I
dalight in the openness and freedom I feel. Climbing to hatghts thar opan fo un-
imaginzhly majestc vistas are sure rewards.

The mile-hizh kike was gmeeling. Burt thers was moch beanty along the way
with a stream rippling alonzside the steep patk wea were on. But, af the top,
beaury beyvond our bopes awaited

A plasean of the clearast lake I'd ever seen fad by 2 thunderins waterfall took
our breath away. This same waterfall contmaonsly fed the stoeam that kad been
splashing and dancing alonzside us as we climbed.

Thea highway below is not visible from this protectad. ciroular environment.
People drive by vmaware of the liddan beanty. et the music of the waterfall
naver stops singmg wheather anyone hears it or not.

God, the Crastor of all things, places besury in unssen placss - berausa,

He iz inherantly beautiful and whether we can ses it or not, He creatss it And
then, should we happen upon i, we are blessed, inspired and awed. His winsome
amisiry declares his glory — much like the night sky that is far denser with stars
and plapets than our panral eye can see.

Whether in the bosom of the earth or atep 3 mowmtam peak, the joy of it all is
that we can never escape His presence. As Psalm 139 Ta-3z2, in The Messaze,
acks, “I5 there mpypince I can go fo averd your Sperit? P T climb fo the sk, you'ra
rhere! IF 1 po underground, you ‘e thera!™

Hiz beaury 15 all-ancompaszsing, and he never sleeps. Whether we see Him in
acfion or not, even unsesn places declara His glooy; apd, we can declare with the
Pazalnust “In Your presence is follness of jov.™ Selzh

BLOOM WHERE YOL'RE PLANTED

Rushing waters from the falls zoom by
Songs of incensity A1l the air.
Tex, this fmy Moom seems nngfecied.

Ir has been assigned fo Blogwm in that spoi...
And se it does. . gemily and gracafully.
Ler’s blpom in the midse of onr circumsiances
ot ochers sy know thar joy equals sremngif.
“The jov of the Lord is vour strengeh. ©
Nehemaah §; 185

Ean and Jan love residing in the mountains gf dvery Cowely
o peuseandconsidernel, Journaying with Jam; and Een's photor af fenmeroppho-
tosrapin.com. kenmeropphotosraphy com it currently gftline. Bur Ken's photos
can sl be seen ar hen-merop pleels com

Fisit Jan's new biog

Check out our Website

www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

worw brenews_com
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Thank God For His Holy Spirit
Bw Steve Williams
Mirchell County

Thers was 3 famons commercial vears ago. “Plop,
plop. fizz, fizz, ob what-a-relief-it-is.” The conmercial
advertsed Alkz-Seltzer, a medicine dasigeed to kelp
with an upset stoanach. Alka-Seltzer would be miz-
zered by droppine the two tablets e water and when
they enter the water they starmed fizzing and fizzing like
& volcano, When people sccept Jesus Christ as their
Zavior, (od drops the Holy Spirdt into their new lives. The Holy Spirt’s prasenca
iz desiznad to boing change inoo our vpset Llives, upser nunds, and upset cronm-
stances. (nod did this so we could discover “Oh-what-a-ralisf-He-13.

[ am so thankfnl for the presence of the Holy Spint in my life. It's the Holy
Spirtt that comvected me that Twas a sinner in nead of 2 Saviar It was the Hely
Spirit that gave me 3 Wew Life when Hs entered ooy beart when Iwas saved. He
Zave ma, Wew Eyes, Mew Ears, New Mind, Mew Ways, Iew Job, and most of all
a Mew Love to expenence and to skara with othars. Oh, how we need the Holy
Spirtt presence in our lives.

If vou think about it the Holy Spirit is so important io the lbves of Christians.
The Heoly Spirt to a Christian is like Cooygean is o 2 uman being. It's like this
whan 3 deep-s2a diver enters the watsr with tanks oo their backs. Thase tanks hold
onyzen. The purpose of these tanks sirapped to their back 1= so that they can maks
itin & foreizn world Sea water is nor their natural habitat: 's not the pomual
place for them to live, so for them to survive m thos foreizn world of water, they
need to be connected to 2 Life source from their real world in order to make it m
that world. In other words, if they get disconnacted froon the air in this world, they
won't Last long in thar world. Their comnecton = the key to their survival becanse
they weren't maant to live in water. So, they boarow from this world in ordar to
Irve in that world.

That life source in the life of 3 Chrisoan is the Holy Spirit. God has given the
Christan 3 life source because this world to the Chrstian is foreigo termritory. In
ardar to Ive bere apd make it vou n2ed to be connacted o a3 life source from your
real world. See if you get disconnected fom your real-world, you want 1o make
it in this world 23 2 Christizn follower, Wou'll be gasping for amr that this world
doesn’t offar becanse if 13 foreign rerritory. See our life source comes through the
indwelling of the Holy Spirt of God God grves us Life and life more abundantly
thrangh His Holy Spirit. Thank vou, God, for givieg as vour Hely Spirit to Live
inside of us each day.

Words: of Wisdoom:

* Ezrthly wisdom is doing what comes panurally. Godly wisdom is deing what tha
Holy Spirit compels us to do.  Charles Stanley

* The presence of the Holy Spirt is the grounding of all Christian hopes.,
* Crly the Holy Spirit of God mansfornms lves. WA

» Crpd will never direct us o be prideful, ammozant, and wouforgmine, inuworz] or
full of fear. We stap inm these things becanse we are insensinve to the leading of
the Holy Spurit withim ns Charles Smanley

A

Something to thinl: aboot.
* If you're not being sensitive to the leading of the Holv Sprdc, who are yvou fol-
lowing?

Church Signs:

* earching for a vew look? Have your faith lifred hare!

* Sizm broken. Messaze inside this Sundsy.

* Come work for the Lord. The work s bard, the bours are long, and the pay is
lowy. Bt the retirement benefits are ont of this world.

* If you'ra hasded in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns.

Snve Williams i the Passor gff Berry Chape! Baptist Church in Speuce Ping.

Now the God of hepe fill ver wirh all joy and peace in believing, that ye may
abourd in hope, throngh the power af the Holy Ghost. Romans 15:13

| Call the agents who call
w——=swst= Bl North Carolina home.

828-652-4525

McDowell County Farm Bureau
21 Buncombe St
| Marion, N.C NC 28752
1

=L s o P .

Evergreen Church

Running a Tight Ship

By John McCoury
Eoan Mourrmin Tenmerzoe

“our dgziog hangs loose: The mast 15 not bald secure; the
zail 1z not spread. -[saizh 33:23, Have you seen pictares of
sailboats leawing so far over they seem to be on the bnok of
overmuninz” Onlv those whe bave experienced the exhilars-
non of speeding over the waves as the wind curs through
tightly trimansd sails can sppreciate the :eenunsly pracan-
ows way a boat sails atits optinnun potental Of covrse, aven the finest yachts
will b= usaless if not skillfully sailed. It's easy to see how Isaiab would describe
God's wayward oot skillfally sailed. If's easy to ses how Iszizh would describa
God's wayward People as 3 Houndenng bozt In their reladenship to God, they
were fearfal at the sight of the first threatening wave, lackadaisical when the
winds of fortane were cahn, aod ceasalesshy caraless when dangers huked st
beneath the surface, They ssemed alwavs o ba lost ar ses—on course, then off;
off course, thew on Given their lack of seaworhiness. i is amazing they stayad
atioar at all'! Even pow, those whao are fearfnl of commimng themselves w God
will often abandon crucial spirimal “megging” at the first sign of the boat Tppine.
Tt takes fmst and faith
1o beleve thar God's
barar sails bast when
this world’s values are
Aot upside down!
The lazy mariner will
oot bother to mnfurl the
wiitren Word. But witk-
out biblical knowledze
to catch the far breezes
of the Holy Spint, this
ship iz going nowhere!
Moo=t crtical of all—
careless sailors won't
aven notice danger-
oms docminal defects in the wmast of faith on which a1l else kangs. This powearfil
naufical imagery, intendad as 3 rebrke o [smasl, is a call for us to reexamine our
own state of spirttual seaworthiness. The question for satlors on Life's sea is: Am
I leanmg in tust with oy sails mmmed tghily inne the wind or dnfiing aimlessly
lack of faith? When we mention the name “Timnic” false confidence immiediztaly
sprngs to nund. “Tnsinkable you =avT Apparsntly not! Yet given the technol-
oy of ber tine, there was every reason for the exmaordvary confidence in thar
grand lady of the seas. Howevear, there was also a siguificant smount of amrozancs
involved. Sesn mora clearly in persons thap in ships, thera is a fine line bepaean
confidence apd armogance. Bt thare 1s no fine line between confidence and lack of
confidence. How often do wa haar sommeone described either 22 “sandme cowfi-
denca™ or “lacking confidence™? How would von describe vourself” Are von by
nange a confideat person or one who is never quite sure of yourself"T Swangely
anoigh, the key to a kezlthy self-confidence is not baving salf-confidence! At
least not having 2o overabundance of self-reliznce. In 2 King 13:19-20 The reason
Hezakiah could be so confident of victory over the more powearful forces of As-
syTia was that his relisnce was not in honself, nor in his woops or weapons, but in
Fod. And it was that supra-bumsan confidence that Sennacherib dida't vnderstand.
Had be not conguered evary other naton he'd amacked withour the least resistance
from their Gods” 5o, when be tannred Hezekiab for having false copfidence, the
irpmy 15 that it was Sennachkerih kimself whose confidence lacked foundation. The
kav to gennine confidence 1= pof subjective, but objective. Wo maner how confi-
dapr T rmight feel thers rernains the posstbiliny that T cannot wrthetand whateier
Iarkingz “iceberzs” float into my life But with God 25 v protector, there is no
“iceberg” big enough fo sink ooy ship. In that, [ have complete confidence! The
Titanic question is: Do I Have 3 good reason for myself confidences (or perhaps a
bad reason for ooy lack of i) 7

John MeCoury is pastor of Evergreen chunch i Roan Mewniam, Temessee and
aiza chaplain ar Rean Highlowis Nursing Center,

FARM
BUREAU

o ey

[-. 3

[ e
PR Tre

Auto Home Lde Health: Ban

RS E

warw brenews.com

August 2019 - Blue Eidge Chiistian Mews page 41



Apgrrel by Wichelle Bammier ITEHELL £ OUHTY BEHDSLE Apenond
e Ty Burke Coury Tt e =
Firsi lhap of Mobuonl, g T, 3009 Varvi Py T P, Sy 8, 1030
B LDT EERELLIEE] o For mest students and teschers, as
B B 1IN h ol Bl Twite this article arthe end of Faly,
O i T AL 0 I D S B ) Y T in= back o school is not something
EE LR W ook abouyet Thve
__wmmm mnume || wwen 0 say, though, that Tam one of those
IIIIII'I-II|.|. .'-u.| -..|.:r-|-. II“:.i-_II: mmﬂﬂﬁmmﬂ!
o e et | et et sunmmer and can't wait 1o get back to school. T spend the
S | [ - TS majority of my summes bresk either working on lesson
= = e = plans, finding mew materials o make my lessons enzag-
AIT]=iv]v]s == i el e [Flelel=lolr e ing or sttending classes and workshops io make me a
TonnunRoonon 15 ~  me informed teacher 1 love lots of things sbout school,
Tt T especially love being around my stodents and ges-
ting to know them. As the school yesr ends each year T LA el
am just beginning to mmderstand all their quitks and heve SEP— | 11 O § 0O R CE A
learned 50 much sbout them on a personal level. And s it ot (SRR ERIRIR | | [RAIDRISIRN) ~ ™

- then the final bell rings for summer bresk md they e~ | we—— [l
~ pone Trniss them like crazy and pray for them every [ —
day - that they are happy, healthy, and safi when they are
avay from me and cur achool m the sunarmer

It won't be long before hat first bell of the new schoaol

vear will ring, and our studests will be badk in the
classroomy. Walmart and Dhollar Tree already have their
school supplies owt and it mskes me itcky to ay shimoy,
new school supplies! As an elementary school feacher, 1 =
wiould like to ask you oo do a few things for me (and vour = x e o= i [ ST e L E
child’s teacher) this year: il Eerr——— il
- Try your best to attend your child’s Open House and G N Dl lokl
Dlest the Teacher night - this gives your child a HUGE k""" e S i ik
semysp of relief to know exacthy who to ook for on the r— - —e— | e
first day. . el S : il
 Please do not go out and buy lots of schoal supplies T ey sE e
befiore you see the armal lst from your child's tescher: o Eem | e eme——— | T
“Yies, stares ke Walmar: do have lists from your school. T | e PR S
However, if they are like my school, that kst is very L Comm | i . PO
generic and covers four 46 grade classrooms. Whar T o — e —
— Y — —r y 0o teacher in 4th srade may really want you o bave or M = || RS -
HHHEEHII . 11| Tl not have may be very different from another 4d-grade e R | N === B | b i
o 2 : EEEL ]| teacherin the same building. i ol e PR ST
A A Y " " - Be generous if you are financially shle There are -— | —— -
¥ . - stadents that will not bring anything to school from the - R | Eil——

| supply list, and teachers will have to fimd those soppliss W

out of their pocket. If yon are shle. by a lirths exira and
donate those #erms to 4 classroom.

= Your child’s feacher wamts your child o be a5 ;uc-
cessfnl as yondo! Start ont the vear on a positive not
with that tescher and show your child that you are a team
and want to work fogether for your child’s success!

» Lasthy, I wiould ask that yoma PEAY for your child
vour child’s teacher, and hizher schoal . Comemit to
this monch it will be that the new school year will open
withoat ey problems and thet your child will heave s car-
mg, compassionate teacher that loves to teach snd leam!
aryour child’s school or the Cafeteria siaff Ary and all
pravers would be fabulous! And if you do not have a
child in school, T would love it if you would pray fior me
and oy stadents at Gamewell Elementary!

T hope that a1l shadents, teachers, and parents have a
fantastic pest of the sumumer and 4 wonderfol opening of
L the 2019-2020 Schoal Year!

Michelle iz a 4th grade feacher m Caldweall Coundy.
She attends Pleasant Hill Bapiist Church.
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Carolina Home Care
S ecialists INC

Excellence in Personalized Care

APPLIANCES

Medicaid Covered Services Other Services L m;i see Hﬂhﬂr-fﬂ at Jonathan's

= In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay R mﬂ“‘“"""ﬂ

= CAP for Disabled Adulis & Children = Insurance repair all major brands of appliances.

= AP Choice = WA Homemaker Service

= Pediatric Nurse Aids = Companion/Sitter _h-”-_ - ﬁ
- Respite Cash It, Don’t Trash It! [RG Delesen

Our in-Home Aides are suparvised by a registared nurse We buy your used appliances! *» Washers
wha is avaiiable during all howrs worked by the alda. + Dryers

Phone (828) 7

§28-766-9005 = (Cell) 828-766-9389 * Refrigerators
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Notes from “The Shire; Avery County”
By Nancy Malik
Avery Counfy

Ay busband and I moved to “The Shire;, Avery County™
{the shire is described a5 a small bat beantifol, idyllic and
frurtful land beloved by its inhabitants), over two years
apo. It reminded us of the lovely meadows, tall monntains,
fiower zardens and families that were a part of a special
place in a myythical novel. Cor coming here was at a very tender fime in our lives
25 he was m the moddle of cancer. But he revived for 8 number of months and
paszed with a smile om his face a5 He left this aarth to 2o to the eternal home of
homes!

We were called to Avery County. Before we knew where God was leading us,
the place we were looking for was a "Safe Place." As we began to tend to our
lovely place on a creek and meet people here, our hearts were bessed by families,
many churches and a conumon thread of believers here n the High Conntry of
Morth Carolina. That was an unexpected joyv and afier over four decades of living
as far north, west, south, and east as possible i the 175, the oaly place we foumd
this common denominator was bere in Avery County, the love for the Lord Jesus!
A very "safe place™!

We found out that Svery County is the 100th county of Morth Careling crested
from five bordering neizhbor connties. With the hishest connty seat. ski ares,
towm and lowest gorgs east of the Mississippi. we knew It was a very special
place We met and married in 3 county with the county seat at 10,000 feet; high-
est elevation ski area in the TTSA and lots of snow. Hesring all these facts for
Avery Coumty was special indeed. Then to find out abont the Chrisonas Tree
farms everywhere up here further excited us &s Martin Luther's Christmas Tree,

3 symbol of the eternal Christian life, were being sent onrt all over the conny,
which added to the blessings found here.

Another bomas has been all the heart-shaped rocks found on our property and
in the creek! Others have found them around the county as well! God tuly lowves
these high mountains and shows it!

Diear Avery County, we have 8 lovely Christisn newspaper semt out every month
for free throushout our county. In the muddls of the paper is a Bits and Pieces
section which contzins news for churches, communities and ministries listed by
county. What 8 special events calendar for all our bncalities!

Please consider becoming a part of this beanfifnl herald of the Good Mews
throuzhont the Blue Ridze Hizgh Mountains of Monh Caroling and the counties
that inchades. 1 know for my bushand and myysaif we learmed many new busi-
neszes (and used them) fom the paper, charch events and wonderful articles of
fmth within the pages of Blue Ridze Christian News. Awery County, there are so
many things happening here with mmpact to many. God bless you, Each and Every
Cme! Please consider taking part in this monthly messenger and God Bless the
people who make this all possible.

I wrote this article from niy heart for this lovely paper Mo one asked me to tike
thiz on.. I believe m it that much!

Wancy Malik, leaming how to be a widow, walkimg closer with the Lord and

reaching out to the body of Christ of the Hizh Country to come out of the chmch
mildings and recognize our relationship to one another through Christ! Tonomoy
Burleson =aid it 50 well Last sumaner at Singing on the Mountain, " Avery Coumty
Chuarches, come ont of your buildings and together as the body of Christ™!
{Tomany said it 5o muach better than that, but the meaning is so rich!)
Nancy Malik and her husband moved fo dvery Coungy tn 2017, Har husband
passed in 2018, Sha is a member of Heaton Christian Church. Nangy faught
preschool, elemantary school and middle rchool over many yvears. She iz the
sErandmother af eigh!

GOES TO ASHEVILLE MON. THRU FRL 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
CALL: 828-682-6144

“Serving the Community™

Trips for August

+ Friday, Aug. 9th - Marion Trift Stores & lunch @ Smokey
Ques BBO-Marion, NC

+ Friday, Aug. 23rd - Strawberry Hill-Chesnee, SC

+ Friday, Aug. 30th - Cracker Barrell for Brunch-Asheville, NC

When Should You Pay Taxes
on Retirement Savings?
By Steve Gaito

McDewall County

The answer depends on bow diversified your retitemment
sizategy is and bow well your combined accounts, from
your 4010k} to your Socal Security, work together to
manage your tax noden. The primary benefits of a 401(k)
are the compounded eamings on your savings and the po-
tential tax savings. You fund vour retirement with income
that is tax-deferred to take advantage of the presmmably
lower tax rates af refirement ame. But many people don’t realize the overall imphi-
cationg of these contributions. Many think they'l] be in a lower tax brackes during
refirement by defamlt

The truth is that any amount withdrawn froom a 401(k) or simdlar plan duar-
ingz retiremvent is taced just like the income you receive while yon're working.
Coombutng to 3 401(k) with pre-tax incoms minimizes the amount of tazes you
pav now, but you conld end up in 3 higher tax bracket than you expected during
refrement which could megate your current tax savings.

Petirement savings with 3 201(k) and similar plans are taxed later (deferred),
while other retirement wehicles are taxed annuslly or rarely taoged at all. Un-
derstanding how different retivement income is taxed 15 essential for cresting a
diversified portfolio for a refirement that provides Hexibility and minimizss your
tax bnrden-

* Taxed Anmpally-Investment brokerage accounts and some other savings ac-
counts that produce interest, dividends, and capital gains are always taxed ammi-
ally.

- Later-Savings acoounts like 3 401(k) are taxed upon withdrawal and hard
assefs like real estate are taxed when a capital gain is realized.

= Taxed Farely-Foth IR As, interest from momicipal bonds, and cerfain types of
life insurance are rarely taxed

The obvious difference between these tax scenarios is when yon incur the taxes.
The less evident factors like fwtore tax brackets and the amounis you withdraw
from different accounts can mean the difference for creating a sound financizl
future. The best way to take advantape of all the factors is to diversify among =
variety of accounts to fimd your retiverment. Understanding the onances of differ-
ent refirement funds, the conmlative tax implications, and bow differsnt sccounts
work together to minimize your tax oblipation is cridcal for gering the best ROT
for your refirement savings.

A CERTIFIED FIMAMCIAL PLAWNER™ professions] can help you take a
comprehensive spproach to your retirement sirategy to decrease your overall tax
burden and make the most of your retirtement resources. Your refitement planner
will show you low to reach your short- and lonz-term financial goals for more
tofal savings over A longzer period to budld the retrement yon deserve. Join forces
with a CFPd practifioner to secure your financial fumre.

Steven W Gaite o3 a certified financial planwer, ovner gf Farth Based Health Care
and Retremant Resource Managemant, National Speaker on the topic qf Social
Security optimization, gueted m rational publicarons ke Money Magazima, U5
News and Forld Reports and For Busines. Loves fo educate and teack on finan-
cial topics like faxanion gf retireenent accounis, long tam care, healthcare, and
gfficient smvings plans for soall businesses.

Has provided finarcial planning for missionaries through the Intermational Mis-
sion Board.

Selution on page 14
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Thanks
By Diavid Burleson
Burke Counly

A the 20182019 year comes to 2 closs, the Burke
TUnited Christizn Mimistries (BUCR) has many reasons to
give thanks. Chur ministry bas been able to complete reno-
vations to our food pantry, welcome center, shoers, and
storage areas. A lhmge thank yon goes o Foofing Brothers
for the onistanding work they did. With the support and
wiork of Lawrence Camip, BUPCK has taken a buge step in
becoming “paperless”™. This antomation has saved us time and money. BITCM
has maly been blessed this year with an incredible staff and wonderful oppornm:-
fies. Without these two gronps, our ministry would cease to exist. We have also
been shle to establish new parmerships and forge new relationships as well as
srengthenime our existing communnity parmerships.

Thesea blessings are perfect examples of what can be accomplished when 3
commnity works together. BUCK contimaes to be blessed with wondserful sup-
porters and volontesrs. Becmise of our community’s support, BUCK has been
ahle to meet the needs of our Burke County Meighbors in the following areas:
= A total of 78,940 mdividaals representing 36,722 households received sanices
= Soup Kitchen served 75,665 meals (Audult— 72,109, Children — 3,556)
= Food Paniry disimiboted 1,080,029 pounds of food to 22, 766 mdividoals
= Clothing Closet provided 5,568 Individuals with clothing valued at $105,849 50
{over 600 children were assisted with back to schopl items with a grant from the:
Burke Youth Opporiumity Philanthropists of the Commminity Foundstion and the
Burke Tnited Way.)
= Sanior Santa brought cheer to 170 individuals
= Wood Mimisiry provided loads of wood o 62 individusls
= Baby Bucks Ministry provided 328 young children with diapers and wipes val-
uned at 5 1,808 along with 18 Better Start Baby Bags. (This assistance was made
possible through the disper closet a1 51 Marthews hethodist Church and by the
support of Morganton First Methodist Church and the Burke Women's Fund)
= Vohmteers zave 43,490.75 hours vahied at 51, 086.038.02
» Homeless Assistance Provided
= Homeless Supplies - 551 Individaals received materials valued at 510.145.50
= Lanmdry Vonchers — 500 (Thanks Hunter s Laundry Mat of Your Support)
= Fain Hill Shower Eits -
= Shomwers - 1900
= Crisis Financial Assistance Provided
= Cooling - 35,049 328
= Heating - 529,180

L&B FURNITURE
FREE SEH[I]I' EXTRA 10%
mecksdeoliee  CHLIZEN Aﬂjfs;:m;a:

Day!

* szchudes specials
* walld i Requirad
Exit 81 1-40 -

(B28) 652-T667

Visit our new website - landbfumituresiore. com

136 Worley Road - Marion, NC

Toediy-Fridey  Seurdey  Sundy & Mosdey
Ioam-épm  10am-4pm  Closed

- Utilities - $33,682.01

- Food Pantry - 547,711

- Soup Kitchen - $56,055.92

- Total Conmunity Assistance - $238,496.85

As evidenced by the statistics above, Burke County is a caring and supporive
place to live and work.

Om fune 28, BUCK held our second anonal golf tonrmament, Chipping for
Change, at Silver Creek Planfation. The toumament would not kave been pos-
sille without the work of M5, Haven Worley who put this very successfial touma-
ment together for BUCK. A big thank vou alzo to Terry Fogers and his staff at
Silver Creek Plantation for all their belp and support. Without our sponsors, the
tonrnament could not have been the success it was. We are preatly appreciative of
the following full sponsors:
= Wendy B
* Food Lion
= Chic-fil-a
= Pepsi
= Country Side BEQ)
= Grey & Betty Carswell
= Tames Tool Machine snd Engineering (2 Holas)
= Carbon City Body Shop
= Caroling Health Care Systemn Blue Fidge
= Bogzs, Crnump & BErown PA
= Larry Mchishon & Fob Denton
= Tomi Powers
= ATz Steak Honse
= Small & hMamin
= Hidden Valley Venne
O half hole sponsors were:
= Catawba Company
= Matioowide (Eelly Messenhiemer & Eeith Bowers)

= Burke Bedding
A big thanks to our hole in ope sponsors;
= Case Fanms
= Ricky Bristol
= Mark Buff

With the hizh summer demand for addidonsl food, the fonds raised fom the
golf toumament will be nsed to mest this summer’s demands m the soup kitchen
and food paniry.

Burke United Christizn Minisiries extends gratitnde to the grocery stores and
restaurants that we harvest from weekly. Food Harvesting may seem like an inter-
esting term to you, 50 let us share our definition with you: Going to lecal grocery
stores and restanrants to pick up items that are nearing their sell-by date or are
lefiowers to be donsted to our minisiry. These items include, tut are not limdted
to fresh produce, meat, bread, desserts, pizza, soup, and frozen food. Some of oar
parmerships with stores are through Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina,
We apprecizte all of the places that allow BUCM to Food Harvest from, inehad-
ing: Food Licn at Fiddlers Bum, Food Lion on Fleming Drive, Food Lion oo Bost
Fuoad, Food Lion on Borkemont Avenns. Food Lion on MMain Street in Valdese,
Walmart Super Center, Wahmart Express, Litile Caesars” Pizza, Pizza Hut of
Morzanton and Valdese, The Pie Hele, Moon Doz, Timberwoods, Abele’s Fam-
ity Bestaurant, Yianni's Festaurant and Panera Bread. Consider supporting thess
stores and restanranis as gratinade for thedr generons donations.

We, at the Burke United Christian Ministmies, believe our voluntesrs, sustaining
churches and commmunity memmbers are essential fo our mission if we are to meet
the needs of the diverse group of clients we serve. It is mv prayer that each of
our churches wounld make a commiiment to provide support to our clients. If amy
charch, Sunday School Class or individual would liks to donate or volunteer, wea
would love for vou to do that We are so apprecistive to our churches and com-
nunity members whose support makes BUCM possibla.

As we have stated many times, onr ministry i stronger becanss of the support
and parcipation of our vohinteers, board, and staff A special thank yon to the
following retiring board members:
= Mr Brad Amrowond
= Mr I bdark Fostan

More than anything T ask for your prayers for me and for our minisoy that we
would make Godly and wise decisions. I also ask that you pray that our clients
role models for their bves.

I want to personally thank our churches for their leadership in oor conamm-
nity. Owr faith conwmmity is very important to me and I balieve that to develop
8 sirpny minisry that mests the needs of others, we need to imvolve our faith
commnnity in every way possible. For too lone, orpanirations sround our counfry
have separated themselves froon the churches. T believe we need to welcomes the
inffuence of our choches and godly individuals into our commmunity erEanizations
in amy way possible.

Agzin thank you for your support of Burke United Christan Minismies and
for your efforts to help those in our commuonity. Thank you for all you do for our
community, and I look forward to working with you in the fimore. Feel free to call
umat{ﬂ!ﬂ}4ﬂwimemaﬂnnmhumdnm@gmmlmmﬁmmrqms—

Thank You!

David Burleson iz Director qf Burke United Christian Mmisorie
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"ATug of Compassion”

By Christy Young
Afirchell Couniy

Lataly, may heart has been heavy for the needs of my com-
ooy, As I look around, I see a wide-open mission feld.
A community filled with needs that can only be met with a
compassionste beart. 5o what is compassion? The diction-
ary defines compassion as; 8 fealing of deep sympathy and sorrow for another
who is soicken by misfornme. accompanisd by a strong desive to alleviste the suf-
ferinz. In order to convey Compassion, we mmust develop a desp love and concem;
and have 3 desite to mest the needs of those suffering.  What trizzers our desize
o help? It should flow fom our understanding of who God is, our obedience,
st in, and zratmde for what He has done for us. 1 Peter 3:8 szvs,” Finally, ail
af you e [the-minded and sympathenic, love one another, and be compassionaie
e femebilie. ~ Oror lives, our heans, our minds should be motivated by who we
are I Christ and nothing else. Tme compassion comes 85 8 resalt of pouring ot
our lives to God. The trials that we all face give us the strengzth to help in the lives
of others that are facing mbulstions. Although our roubles seem to be heavy,
with faith we can be nsable vessals fo help others. Compassion is not bringing
our cam peeds, sympathies or agendas tut identifying with others and helping
them become closer to Christ. We nnst reflect Christ's love in 8l things we do.

I often find mryself compassionate for those who have lost loved ones, somggling
fimancially, broken families, children in meed, eic. But, how much compassion
do we have for the lost? Those stuggling throughout this sinfal woerld without
the power source, withont our Savior, Jesus. They aze reslly burting, m need, and
in desperation. We as Christians should bhave deep compassion for the lost. We
should have a turden to pray for lost souls, be bold in sharing the seed news, and
liwe a life that reflects our Savior, We all become cold and develop a sense of
thoughtlesmmess throughout the seasons of our lives. But, we live in a ome that we
nmist convey the ight of Feans and have a deep burden for the unsaved Search

your heart, remember the outpouring of lowe that God has freehy given yon, and
respond to the soffering in this world with 3 g of compassion.

By Carol Layton

Senior Adult Minisoy Begional Leadership Gatherings
Worth Carolina Baptist A ging Mimistry's upcoming Fe-
gional Leadership Gatherings will focus on the epidemic of
lonelinezs amongz oldsr adalts: the cansss, how to recognize

it, and more mportanty, hoar the clnarch can prowvide the
mlnﬁnnhynﬁ!lingmnmﬂim,mmnﬂty,mdarﬂlﬁm-

The events will feature special speakers, Whitney Brook, and Mark Smith.
Brooks and Smith are esch MCBAWM Advisory Team mem-
bers and are serving on A plamming committee for MCBAM s
newest outreach, One Hope. Currently a pilot program within
be released statewide. The mission of One Hope is to provide
3 spiritual response fo the epidemic of social isolation and
loneliness by commecting the lanely to churches and nitimareky,
to Christ.

Brooks iz an inteprative health coach at Grace, Wit

& Wonder. She will share imsights on the importance of par-
pase, the power of connection, and the many health risks
associated with isolaton and loneliness_

hiark Smith is 3 senior consultant for the Baptist State
Coovention. He will explore the role of the church in ad-
dressing loneliness as well as devotional resources foon
MCEAM and the BSC.

Esach gatherimg will also mchide music, regional high-
light=. and round-table discnssions. The cost of each

leadership gathering is $10 and mchides lunch. To resere vour BPB.EE_,‘I.I'Iﬂtm
ncham prpfaaim or call 877 506.2224.

Caroil Layton iz (ffice and Support Manager for North Caroling Baptist Aging
Ministry (NCBAM)

Chriziy Toumg is the blazsed wife gf Chris Toumg and proud mother of Hunter

amnd Holden. She iz a [[fe-long resident gf Mitchell Couny, bookbeeper ar Toune,
Milier & Gillespre, Pd, and a momber of Bear Creek Baprist Church.

The LORD iy my sirength and my shield; my hear? frusced in Iim, and T am
helpad: therefore my heart greadly rejoicesh; and with my song will I praive kim.
Psalms 28:7

40 YEARS OF QUALITY
CRAFTSMANSHIP

200 ETHAN ALLEN DRIVE
SPRUCE PINE. N.C. 28777

828-765-6144
WWW.BUCKSTOVE.COM
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First Baptist, Church of Marshill

Humor
By Buddy Freeman
Madizon Cownty

Laughter iz Healthy for yon:
Cme thing 3 preacher shonld remember for sure: “The mimd

can ahsort onby what the seaf can endure ™

COme father asked his preschool son bosy with his Blocks,
“VWhat are you tuilding son?” The little boy said, “T am building a charch. We
need to be very quier.™ The father asked, “Why do we have to be quist?™ The
boy said, “the people are aslesp.™

A mother said, “Wy two dzughiers were having a discussion about famihy
resemblance. The nine-year-old said, “But I have Dad’s eyes and Dad's lips.”
The six-year-old said, “And I ook just like Dad, but I have Light hair™ Then she
tumed to me and asked, “WMom, what does Dad have to do with us being born
anyway”™" Her older sister szid, “Don’t be smpid, Christan, Dad is the one who
drowe hMom to the hospital ™

A docror told a discharged patent, ““Vou're completely cured. T nwost rell you; it
was your incredible will to survive that sawed you.™ The patient replied, “Thanks,
Dipc. Pemember that when you write up noy bill ™

A wornan at an upscale supermarket asked an employves, “Is this milk frech™
The emploves replied, “Bam_ three hours apo it was grass.”™

Iy Buddy Freeman iz now serving as the pasior af First Baptist Chunch of
Marshail, NC.
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What's easier than
the easy button?

The GREENE button!

NEW 2018 Chrysler Pacifica
Hybrid Touring L
ORLY HYERID VAN ON THE MARKET
TODWAY!! 54 MPGe Bus| econonmy?!
Unbeflevabie siorage and sealing opdons.
Leainer, Blind Spod and oroes-Paih defectian.
FREADY far your next vacation!

NEW 2013 Jeep Wrangler
Linlimited Sahara 4X4

JOHN GREENE

e Jeep T mass

i

MORGANTOMN, NG

1-40 Exit 100 « 310 Jamestown Rd. « Morganton, NC 28655
www. johngreenecdj.com = 828-584-5337

Social Media App Designed
to Unite Christians
By Chriz Maxwsll

Various groups work diligently to unite Christians. By
hosting events to be attended by people of different loca-
tions, denpominations, ages, and natonalities, ministries
push for hannoeny in today’s often divided chumch.

Elzine Beck realized that can happen by not just meeting in a geographical
location or on & particnlar date or a single webcast, In today’s hi-tech world, she
erasped the reality that people can be together even when they aren’t.

“] thought, okay, God now [ see it. " Elaine said “We needed a socizl media
accoumt for Christians. It started when (God put in mry heart the need to bring all
the Christians together. ™
for Christians, Our Action Place, is a way of seeing Elaine’s dream come e

Blessings Through Action seeks to remind Christians of these two questions:
= How can we come together to build a commmon framework for all Christians o
support one another, support our leadars, and respect the will of cur Heavenly
Father?
= How can we bring more Amenicans to our Lord and Savier Jesus Christ and with
those new Christians baild 3 better, stronger and more faithfol America?

The two questions can be answered, Elaine believes, “as all Christians come
together.”

She and her team offer ways to bring the followers of Christ together online.
They believe the app is practical—and today's best method of uniting peopls
while offering important information

Blessings Through Action seeks to find these answers through “All Christians
Together In Our Mation,” sharing mamy vodces as one veice.

“Together we can respond to what kappens on the nationsl stage and move
tozether to make changes for the better.” Elaime said. “We want to be sure our
vaices are heard. And we plan to develop comamnities that better reflect the
Christian principles our nation was founded on ™

The website and app are safe for teenapers. Blessings Through Action hopes
1o meet teenagers and college smdents where they are. The COur Action Place app
includes Christian Diaily Mews, providing a healthy view of what is happening in
the United States.

For those sesking to download the app, “Everything is free,” Elains says. “Yon
sigm up and you will learn 8]l you need to kpow on the web page. You can talk and
read about the nation’s strenzths and weaknesses, and what we need to do for God
instead of doing it mam's way. This is a means o alk to the nation about the math,
what God says abont aborfion, what be says about loving him and doing what's
right im al] avenuwes in our coumiry. We iave an “acton of the day’ where some-
by says what they think is an action to take. It could be something like calling
your mother and thanking her one more time about all of her specific actions, or
spmething like sending an encouraging note to 4 friend.™

Showing God's love and speaking out about the bizger guestions are key pans
of what Blessings in Action seeks to do. They contend that too many of today’s
outlets laave God out, and they hope to change that. O, at least, to offer a biblical
perspective even when andiences are mied for quick, bref information. They
bring the avenne for andiences to obtain and provide information themselves.

“If you downlead our site oo our action place, you can mchude an article to
share with other people.” said Elaine. “Or, if it's a bizger article, you could send
o us and then we can put it oo Bessingsthroughaction org in our Christian Mews
feed. We nead to give Chrstians the power to comaninicate in social media and
apps like this one ™

For youth mmﬂlﬁ,mﬁsmnmgmnunnns and Christian schools, Blessings in
Artion can continme conversanens fom services and small group gatherings.

Elzine recentiy read comments from readers who felt new hope through a story
& young lady wrote oo Blessings in Action She thought of how nmitimdes nead to
read those types of stories. With determination, she plans to invite more people to
read— snd write—stories of hope and truth The lady's incpirmg words confirmed
to Elaine that their app i= needed, and that people can provide fitting stories fior
the plathomm.

“rod is asking us to do this because be wants people in this nation to po longer
step aside and be shoved owt of the way,” she said. ““Our veices need to be heard ™

Leam more at bitps:/‘blessingsthroughac tion. org.

The Our Action Place app is available from the Apple and Android stores.

Chriz Maywell semaed ar lead pastor for 19 years and has worked as Director gf
Spiritual Life at Ervmmanuel College for the lazt 13 years. He speaks around the
warld in churches, comveritions, and epilepsy evenis. He haz writfen nine books,
inchuding Underwater — his sfory abont epilepsy — and iz most recent boak, a
slow amd sndden God. 40 years g wonder

For God hath not given us the spivit af fear; but of power, and af love, and offa

sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7
&R John's

Precision Auto ':_‘1 0 d 1/
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McDowell ! Tech Qe begic

Learning for Life

Foll Rogictration Coig ox Now!

Programs

Cyber Crime
Technology

54 College Drive, Marion, NC (828)-652-6021 www.mcdowelltech.edu
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PruittHealth,
Committed to Caring since 1969

When you and your loved one need home
health care, PruittHealth Home Health is ready
with a skilled team that combines expertise,
state-of-the-art technologies, and deeply
rooted commitment to deliver the best in home
health care.

When you return home from the hospital or

long-term inpatient care, or just need skilled

care at home, our home health team is ready
to help you move along the path to optimim
health and wellness.

Our team of skilled experts coordinate care,
providing:

* Skilled nursing services

* Physical therapy

* Dccupational therapy

* Speech therapy

* Medical social services

* Home health aides

We use advanced electronic charting systems
to track progress and treatments in real time,
resulting in better care in your own home. To
ensure the best possible care, we focus on
educating both our patients and families on
the personalized care pathway that is tailored
to their needs.

T | See )
X Pruitt 2

Serving Avery, Mitchell, Yancey, @7/ 1ome

and surrounding counties.

PrulttHealth Home Health (Avery)
828-75353-1550

PrulttHealth Home Health (Mitchell)
828-688-3421

PrulttHealth Home Health (Yancey)
828-682-7825
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