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A Meditation on Love
By John MoCoury
Roan Mountain, Tennessee

Hiosea 11 presents the idea of God’s steadfast love in hizh
definition through the story of 3 man's nofailing love fora
failing wife. Sixfesn times in this sustained revelstion, God
nzes I to show that He is the One who loved and sustsmed
His peaple throngh every step of their lives. He demonctrates
the all-encompazszing characteristics of His love by eniploy-
ing thres illustratve analogies: He loves ns as a father (helping his son leamn to
walk), 25 a lmsband (wrapping his belowved with bands of love), and a5 a shepherd
(removing the yoke from their neck and stooping to provide food). In these fender
images, we see how great the Father's love for His children is (Jer. 31:2.3,200. I
regard [this passage] as one of the jewels in the Bible, for m it we see _.. what the
love of God means to God Himself Astondshinsly, in this passage the prophet
tells us that what we find. .. is a broken hear, the broken heart of 3 desented par-
ent,

Hosea insists that there is one very fundamental and important way in which
God is like us, He loves and loves m a way that we hnman beings can umderstand
and experience. And becanse He loves, He feels. Ha can be bure. He can soffer™
Dipes God feel pain? Dioes God suffer when we sin and show contempt for His
love? Verse 8 seems 1o indicate He does. Some say this is simply God's way of
halping us understand the deity in the langnage of humanity—rthe only lanFuage
we understand. Certainly, at some level, we must concede that JTesus® Life—a
life filled with emotions, pain, and suffering—helps us understand who God is.
You and T are created i God's imape. That means if we feel it when somecne
abuses our love, if is becanse we are made i the image of God, who is also hort

UHCONDITIONAL LOVE - Ps. 103:10-12 God doesn’t gauge His love based
on conditions. With God it is not “If you perform, T wall lowe you™ or “If you fail,
I wrill reject you, hardly! His lowe is imcondifionsl. You can tam to God, warts
and all, and bring Him your crushing experiences of faihare. You will never hear
Him shame you for coming to Him. He is ready to hear from vou because He is
overfiowing with a compassicnate love that never fails.

LOVE - 1 Cor. 13:1-3 Belationships need love. Congregstions do too. WWhat
pastors need with their flocks is love, and flocks need it with their pastors. Love is
what sponses and parents and children need-what bosses and employees and busi-
ness relations need. It's the essennal employees and business relations need. It's
a0 essential ingredient in all relationships. It isn’t optonal. Bemowve lowve, and you
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reduce life to a grinding, boring, labor-filled senes of demands, requirements., and
unfmitfial assizoments. Let me be clear Love is notf just an emotion, or a thought.
Lowve nst be demonsirated. Love does (or does not). Love means more than good
thonzhis and feelings. Love is 3 demonsitation, not an atimde. Love is action. 1
Jobn 3-12-18 1T IS HARD to think of a more tangible expression of hatred than
nrder, It's no surprise that Cain the first rouorderer, is John's example of hate (1
T 3:12) In comfrast to hate stands love, and in contrast to those who would take
life are those who would give their lives. Christ’s self-zacrificial desth on our
behal f—emren while we rejected Him—he proved His love for ns. Why on earth
would He zo to that cross and die? Why on earth wonld 2 good man die for sinful
people like ns? Love is why, From the example of Christ, we see what real lowe
is_ Afier establishing this, Fobn sets the book: If we really love, what will we do?
“We also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters - If someone has
enough money o live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no com-
passion—how can God’s fove be in that person™™ (1 Jo. 3:16-17). Our compassion
for others proves our love for God. How do others know we love God? Because
we are there for them in their need. We're moved by it. We're rouched by it. Do
yvou notice the change from the pharal to the sinpular in those verses? John beging
with what “we’™ cught to do but then tums to an individoal: “someone ™ When
we focus our attention on the porpese of action, we focns oo an indvidual. Loving
everybody can be an excnse for loving nobody, That's hoar we et out of it That’s
how we handle our guilt. You might say, “08, I lowe the world! 1 just love every-
baody. ™ Bt if T asked you to name one person whom you have proven it too, that
will be a different story. That's Tohn's point, and his exhortation is simple: Show
ihe fmth by love in action (1 Jo. 3:18). Tobn is writing to believers in this pas-
sage Hs is writing to you and to me about the battle between love and hate in our
lives. Our names are all ower this section. 5o where are you in the real expression
of God's lowve in your life? I can only answer for me—and that’s a full-time job!
You mmst answer o yor I want to give you a project. This week ask God to help
you fiocus on just one person. Mot everyvbody in your office or on your team—just
one person. Maybe one of your children, or one parent, or one neighbor All wesk
longz, ask God to open your eyes to some need in that individeal’s Life Yoo won't
sep people’s needs if vou oy 1o look 2t the plaral instead of the singular. 5o, pray
about just that ome person: “Lord, give me eyves to see 8 peed i that’ person’s

life. I open myself to be used by You.” Then, once God reveals that need, do
spmething imexpected to belp meet it We all know many people with needs. The
necessary part is doing something about i—putting love into acton.

John MeCoury is pastor af Everereen church m Roan Mouwtai, Temessee and
alzo chaplain af Roan Highlards Nursig Canier:
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God-Honoring Relationships
By Dan Qurollo
Burke County

Becase Valentineg's Day ocours in Febmary, it
sepms that mnach of the month of February focuses oo
love and relationships. As part of relationships, it is in-
evitable that we will experience hart at some pommt. The
Bible has 3 wremendons amoumnt of material devoted o

establishing podly relationships. Proverbs is filled with L
wamings regarding associating with ungoedly and fool-
ish individuals, inchuding those who are given (o anger
{Prowverbs 22:24), dronksrds and ghottons (Proverhs
23:20-21), and the immoral (Proverbs 528, 7:25). The Bible also teaches certain
principles that are to govern our relationships.

DMarthew 18 clearly establishes the hiblical principle of how we are to respomd
when we are wronged. Unformnately, few people actively take the steps necessary
to restore relationships. Beginning in Mamhew 18:15, we find the instroction that
a0 individual who has wronzed us is to be approached privately, The issue is not
to be irnored mor openly discussed. Instead, the matier is 3 private matter that is
to be resolved between those two individuals exclusively. Maoy Christians fail at
this point. hMatthew 18:16-17 contains sdditionsl steps if the issne is unsble to be
resolved privately.

An additional meszage thar establishes godly reladonships is contamed in
Ephesians 4. According to Ephesians 4:25-32. gur relationships are to be charac-
terized by the muth (4:25). Furthermore, anger mmst not be allowed to confinne
bat must be restored lest an opporiumity be given to Satan (4:26-27). Unresolved

anger opens the door for Satan; therefore, anger mnist not be tolersted. Further-
mare, relationships are to be characterized by bomesty and sacrificial giving
(4:28). Cormpt communicaton shonld never characterize relationships; rather,
the only communication shouald be that which seeks to edify and minister grace
o those who hear (4:28). We must svoid grieving the Holy Spirt of God (430,
Pather than allowing our relatonships to be characterized by the works of the
flesh we must instead exercise kindness and forgivensss (4:31-32). Godly rels-
tonships are such that bring honor and glory o Him

God places a preminm on being sure that our relationships are what they
should be. Matthew 5:23-24 teach, “Thergfone i thou bring thy giff fo the aitar;
and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought apminst thee: 24 Leave there
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way: first be reconciled to thy brother, and
then come and affer thy gift *' We must seek to establish relationships that homor
and glorfy God.
Pastor Dan Guralle i3 pastor Merganion Bapiist Church, Check wr ouf on our
walsite www morgmhfonbapiizt net or find us on Facebook and TouTibe.
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Palliative- Hospice+Counseling

& Compassionate Care

Wonderful Care When You Need It Most

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714

328-682-9675

Info@compassionatecarewnc.org

February 2020 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 2



BLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN NEWS

Contents

FPublisher/Co-editor — Brian Barmer

828-413-0506

briznb@brcnews. com

Office Manager/Co-editor — Cathry Pritchard

823-785-6200

cathypi@brenews com

In Every Issue

Sales:
Brian Bammier
828-413-0504

‘briznby@hrenews. com
Church Divectory:
Brian Barmer
828-765-6800
brisnbd@bronews.com

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm - p. 15
Life Lessons - p. 9

Your Government - pp. 32-33

“How beautiful wpon the mountains ane the fect of him that bringeth

good tidings, that publisheth peace: that bringeth good tidings of 9ood,

that publisheth satoatisn: that saith unts Gisw, Thy God neigmeth!”
Isaiah 527KV ACME

. Yow For Supporting Ovr A

VHAMS.’

Dweborah Slagle

Diong Braswell

Amands Silver

Sherri Hutchins

Sid Houk
Graphic Design / Layout
Lyrn Yaccarino
hynny(@hocnews.com
Blue Ridge Christinn News
261 Dak Ave.
Spruce Pine, WC 28777
Diffice — E28-765-6800
Fax — B28-766-2157

Serving: Avery - Burke - Madison - McDowell - Mmhfmnf Counties

ADVERTISER CLASSIFICATIONS

APPLIANCES
Jomathan's Used Appliamces (T)

ARCHITECTURE
Barry Wikn ()

MTOMORILES - Dealers
Jim Armstrong (14)
John Greese Chryser (23)

Maien Chrpsler Dodge (39)
Sprace Pine Chevrolet (42)

ATOMOBILES - Regair
Jobu's Precision Auts Body (19)

AUTOHOBILES - Suppbies
8] s Sy (6

AITOMOBILES - Tires
Bafl Tire & Service (8)
Sprace Pine Tire (12)

CHURCHES

Miapas Bapiist (1)

Bear Crvek Baptt (1)

Berry ape Bapist (4
Burkemant Batist {4)

Fith Felowlip (1)

Fist Baptist Sproce Pine ()
Grasy Creek Bapist (4

Great Hope Tth day Advntist (1)

Morganton Sevenh day Adveatist ()
Newiand Christian Charch (4)
Fine Branch Baptist (4)
Peasant Hill Baptist Church ()
Plumtree Preshyterian (4)
Spruce Fine United Methodest (1)
The Bridge (4)

West Burmmvile Baptist (4)

CHIROPRACTIC
Cr Chinprscic 14

(1}
famie Mt (1)

DENTHT
Sctt Murphy (19)

Dis
WcDowell DSS (1)
Mitchell D55 (41)

EYENTS

Freedom Life (44)

Jason Project (15)
Yancey Semior Center (13)

FARM SUPPLIES
Grilfith's Ganaral Store {17)

FIMANCIAL PLANMING
Regirement Resource Management
(15)

FLOORING/CABINETS
Carolina Floering/Cabinets (F)

FUNERAL SERTICE

Beam Funeral Service (§)
Heritage Fumeral Home (42)
Soszaman's Feneral Home (T)

FURNITURE
Buck Stove (46)

L&B Ferniture (16)
Peaples Furitare (15)

HEALTH CARE
Carolina Home Care (17)
Praitt Health Care (48)

HOME BUTERS
Sillnan Home Buyers (31)

HOSPICE

Hospice and Palliative Care of the
Bloe Kidge, Inc (14)

Hospice of Ratherfardton (13)
Compassionate Care of Western
North Carelima (7)

HOUSING
Gayton (26)

INSURANCE

First Brockland Insurance (14)
Fortner [sarance (%)
McDowell Farm Bureau (41)
Miller Insmrance Group (11)
Mitchell (o. Farm Bureau (38)
Premier Insarance (7)

ORTHODONTICS
Small & Martin Orthedontics
1

PAWR
Moustsineer Pam Shop (19)

PLUMBINGHEATING

Burleson Flombing Heating (I7)
Besjamin Franklin Plumbing (6)
POLITICAL

Gy Gupon (20

K. Hailman (37)

Ran Lewis (35)

PRESCRIPTION
The Prescripton Pad (5)

RADIO
Glory Radio (%)

REALTORS
Whiton haly (44

REHABILITATIOR/MURSING
Brian Center (§)

RESTAURANTS
Abeles Resturast (30)
Bantam Chef (1)
Bubba's Good Eats (14)
OT's {5)

Western Sizin (25)

RETAIL
Grassy Creek Dothing (37)

STORAGE
DR Storage (34)

TAK SERVICE
Jucksan Hewitt (17)

TRANSPORTATION
Mitchall Tramsit 43)
Yancey Tramsit (1)

TREE SERVICE
Ray's Tree Sarvice (24)

wwrw brenews com

February 2020 - Blue Fidge Christian News page 3



Bear Creek The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
Baptist Church - of WNC Bﬂ;ﬂlt Gh;ltrnh
327 Bear Creek Road Pinsbridge Avenus Chapel
Bakersville, NC 28705 Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Epnml_‘rr:“lﬂg.mmﬂ
www . bearcreskbaptist. com wwwbridgewne, org et eyt il i
Reverend Bruce Cannon Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams
Sunday School 9:45 AM Sunday Sarvice 10:30AM Sunday School 8:45 AM
oo | | st | | s Cas e
_ : 9:00AM-3-00PM L
Evening Worship 6:45 PM "Moo of Tri County Cheistian School” Wadnesday éﬂﬂ‘u
Wednasday Worship 7:30 PM Cur passion is fo belp mnnact the Body of Servica T:00 PM
*For God 80 loved theword, he| | ‘fed msken s sy dain, |  |Whare Evarybody s Somebody
gave his only Son...* naiion and wodd See Johw 17:21 And Jesus Christ is Lord)
[Grassy Creek Baptist| Morganton Faith Fellowship Church
Church Seventh-day G Rayd
Adventist Church
793 Old NC 228 Hwy 2187 Jamestown Road Micavile, NC 26755
Pine, NC {B28}675-9204
Bpruce Morganton, NC
828-785-4620 B26-584-8212 www fon.org
Ww.grassycreekbo.ong www ferrade org
e Pastor: David Gillespie
Sunday School 10;00am Sabbath (Saturday) e
Moming Worship 11:00am Bible Study - 9:30 am Sunday School - 10:00 am
Sunday evening 6:30pm Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Worship Sendce - 10:45 am
Wednesday: Vegstarian Buffet after church Wadnesaay Bible Shudy - T-00pm
JAM. [Jesus and Me) B:30pm Wadnasday *The sieps of 8 good man am
Mid-week worship 7-00pm Praise, Prayer & Prociaim - ordered by the Lond:
“That Mitchell County 7:00 pm Arid he deigheh n his way
may know Christ” www.morgantonsda.org Psaim 3723
Plumtree Presbyterian| [ Pleasant Hill Baptist West Burnsville Burkemont
Church Church Baptist Church Baptist Church
Phmires, ME 28664 2396 Enola Road 222 West Bumsvills Church Rd. 4668 Burkemont Rd.
8- PH5-6518 PRCEE Y This S Bumnsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NG 28655
Pmﬂummum www.pleasanthiibe church For more iwm
Pastor: Terry Long pleasa
Sy Schvd 45 am Senior Pastor Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. wiww. burkemontbaptist.org
Wierstig Seriice 1100 Dr. Jack Hodges Moming Service: 11:00 am,
g gt ke et bbby Evening Service: 6:00 p.m. Dr. Luke A. Lane
G miapefimah it Sunday School: 8:30am Wednesd s 8:30 o.M
e o a;.m-,rwmhlp: ?:h? am y Service 6:30 p.m. 8:30am - Early Worship
PRV, N g S A O AT A undery Evoning: Lyl Church visian: Glaefying God theough g:45am - Su School
i e i Wednesday Evening 8:30 pm hewiag, grawing, going, o bulkd e church 11:00am - ﬁymhh
ok in my nama. Love All Reach Al Tasch AL Sand AP el gt W el B:00pm = Evening Worship
Great Ho
" Marion Seventh-day First Baptist Church of M_fr:r BT"EFEHI‘““E:IGII
BT e Spruce Pine Adventist Church et o
z 125 Tappan Sireat 2907d LS TOE
Marion, NC 28752 Sprice Pine, NC 28777 o, NG m: %;m
(828) 6684018 mmmhii:um HEREA 620 www_pinabranchbaptist.nat
warar splbo, blogspot com
Pastor Tim Sheridan Dr. Rocky Branct Fastor Barry MaHomey Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Senior Pastor Sabbath (Saturday)
Sabbalh [Salurdsy) Sty 10:00am Sunday School » §:45-10:40am
Bibla Study - 8:15am Mmmm":ﬂra‘uﬂ ﬂ'ﬂm smwm@"; 11-30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Sabbath Worship - 10:60 am mmn-ﬁgﬁnﬂ mmaummmuu; Sunday Evening « 6:30pm
'“"'“E:ﬂ“ﬂ";gﬂ”u'“ oo oo Prociaim - 7:00pm A Bible-blieving Fellowship
waw migrnc. acvanlistchurch.ong God, Submiting o Godl www.gresthopasds. com Loving God and Loving Peogle
T’ &
= Pine United Newland Christian Church Call {w:ﬂ‘ 828-765-6800 to envroll in
1is important outreach effort.
e 2800 Milors Gap Highway ] iportant outreacl f
Methodist Church
11080 Hwy. 226 South Newiand, NC 2557 . . .
Spruce Pine, NG 28777 Phone (328) 260-1404 You can let tourists, visitors and
spumc3ggbslisouth.net b even neighbors know where your
it Pasior - Philp Greens church is and when you meet
I by listing in the BRCN Church
ézﬁ";’wm“'“pf%m Sunday Worshp: 11 am Directory. This visible and effective
o “':'m""“;_“""”w"' Sunday Evering Bible Mﬂﬂ; advertising is specially priced at
Meirodil Ciuch s 1 be o bascon on s dan s sk 5300.00 per vear for our churches -
Ot rsut: Wostin, Felinsti, *A Local Congregation of Chirisfs Chureh” approximately 55.75 a week!

vwwrw. brenews. com

February 2020 - Blue Fidge Chiistian Mews page 4



What's the Deepest Desire of My Heart?
Tohn Piper

The crested nniverse is all sbout glory. The deepest
longimg of the buonan beart and the deepest mesning of
Heaven and Earth are suwmmmed up m this: the glory of
God. The mniverse was made to show it, and we wera
made to see it and savor it. Nothing less will do. Which
is why the world is as disordersd and 35 dysfunctonasl
as it is. We have exchangzed the glory of (od for other
things (Fomans 1:23).

“The heavens declare the glory gf God ™ (Psalm
19:1). That is why all the universe exists. It's all abont
glory. The Hubble Space Telescope sends back infrared images of faint galaxies
Even within our Milky Way, there are stars 50 grest as to defy description, like Eta
Carinse which is five million times brighter than our sun.

Sometimes people stumble over this vasmess in relation to the spparent insig-
nificance of man It does seem fo make us infinitesimalty small But the meaning
of thiz magnimde is not mainhy sbout ns. It's abowt God. “The heavens declare the
glory gf God, ™ says the Scripmare. The reason for “easting™ so pmch space on 3
nniverse to house a spack of humanity is to make a point sbout onr Maker, not ns.
“Lift np your eves on high and see° who created these [stars]? He who brings out
their host by moober, calling them all by name; by the zreamess of his might and
because he is sirong n power, not one is missing” (Isaiah 40-26).

God at the Cenfer

“The deepest longing of the homan heart is to know and enjoy the glory of
God. ™

The deepest longmg of the humsan beart is to know and enjoy the glory of God.
We were made for thiz. "Bring my sons_from g and my dovghiers from the end
of the earth _ _ . whom I created for my glory, ' says the Lord (Tsatah 43:5-T). To
sea it to sawor it, and to show it—that 1= why we exst. The uniracked  unimazina-
ble stretches of the creatsd nuniverse are 3 parable abowut the inexhanstible “riches
af hiz glowy " (Forans 9:23). The physical eye is meant to say to the spiritus] ey,
“Iot this, but the MMaker of this i= the Desire of your soul.” 5aint Panl said, “We
rgjoice in hope of the glory of God™ (Fiomans 5:7). Or, even more precisely, he
szid that we were “prepared bgfbrehand for glory™ (Fomans 9:23). This is why we
were cTested—ihat He might “make nown the riches gfhis glory for vessels of
marey " (Fomans 0:23).

The ache in every human heart is an ache for this. But we suppress it and do
not s2p fir to have God m onr knowledze (Fomans 1:28). Therefore, the entire
crextion has fallen o disorder The most prominent example of this n the Bible
is the disordering of our sexnal lives. Paul says that the exchanze of the glory of
Grpd for other things is the root canse of the homosexial (and beterosexnal) disor-
dering of our relafionships.

“Thardr women evchanged natural relations for thoze that are confrary fo
Hature .. the e ithewise gaee Kp navural relations With women and wene con-
sumed with pazsion for one another” (Fomans 1:26-27). If we exchange God's
glory for lesser things, He gives us up to lived-out parables of depravity—the
other exchanges that mimor, In our misery, the ulimsate sellout.

The point is this: We were made to know and measure the glory of God above
all things; and when we trade that trezsure for mages, everything is disordered.
The sun of God’s glory was made to shine at the center of the solar system of our
sonl. And when it does, all the planets of our life are held in their proper orbit. But
when the sun is displaced, everything flies apart. The bealing of the soul begins by
restoring the glory of God to its aming, all-stiracting place at the center.
Starved for Glory

We are all starved for the glory of God, not-self Mo one moss to the Grand
Canyon to incresse self-estesm. Why do we 20T Becanse there is greater healing
for the scul in beholding splendor than there is in beholdmg self. Indeed, what
could be more ludicrons in a vast and glodons miverse Like this than a baoman
being, on the speck called Barth standing in front of 3 mimor oying to find sig-
nificance in his own self-image™ It is a great sadness that this is the gospel of the
modem world.

But it is not the Christian Gospel. Into the darkness of petty salf-preoccupation
hazs shone “the light of the gozpel gf the glory gf Chrizt, who iz the image gff God™
(2 Cormthisns 4:4). The Christian Gospel is sbout “the zlory of Christ ™ not abont
me_ And when it is—in some measure—akbont me. it is not about my being made
nmch of by God, but abont God mercifolly snabling me to enjoy making nmch of
Him forewver.

Createst Good of the Gospel

What was the most loving thing Jesus could do for us? What was the endpoint,
the highest good, of the Gospel? Fedemption? ForgivenessT Tustification? Fecon-
ciliation” Sanctification” Adoption? Are not all these grest wonders simply means
o something greater? Something final? Something that Jesus asked His Father to
give us? “Father, I desine that they alze, whom you have given me, may be with me
where I am, to see my glory that vou have given me ™ (JTobm 17:24),

“It's mot about my being made much of by God, bar about God mercifully
engbling me to enjoy making nmach of Him forever™

The Christian Gospel is “the gospel of the glory of Christ™ becanse its final
aim is that we would see and saver and show the glory of Christ. For this is none
other than the glory of God. “He i the radiance of the glory qf God and the exact
imprint of hiz nature ™ (Hebrews 1:3). “He is the imaee of the imizible God™ (Co-
lossizng 1:15). When the light of the (Gospel shines in our hearts, it is “the ight of
the knowlsdze of the glory qf God in the fiece of Jesus Chrint™ (2 Corinthisns 4:6).
And when we “refoice in hope qf the glory gf God™ (Fomans 5:2), that hope is
“gur Messed hope, the appearing of the glory gf our great God and Sndor Jesus
Christ” (Timas 2:13). The glory of Christ is the glory of God

In one sense, Christ 1aid the glory of God aside when He came: “Adnd mow,
Fathar, glorify me topether i your owh prezence with the glory that I had with
Jyou hafore the world exizted " (John 17-5). But in another sense, Christ mamifested
the glory of God in His coming: “The Word became fazh and dwelt among ws, and
wa have seer kis glory, glory ar gf the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
fruth ™ (Jobn 1:14). Thersfore, i the Gospel, we s=e and savor “the glery qf God
in the foce gf Jesus Christ” (2 Cormthisns 4:6). And this kind of “seeing™ is the
healing of our disordered bives. “We all, with wnveiled face, beholding the glory qff
the Lord, are being tramgformed into the same mage_from one degree of glory fo
arother” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Scripure guotations are taken from The Hioly Bible, Englich Standard Versiom.
Taken from “Seeing and Savoring Fesns Christ,” Fevised Edifion, by John Piper.
{C2004 Desiring God Foundaton. Published by Crossway, Wheaton, Illingis. Used
by permission. All rights reserved.

John Piper i founder and teacher af DesiringGod org and chancellor qf Bethie-
ham Colle=ze & Seminary. For 13 years, he served az pasfor of Bethlehem Bapiizt
Church, Minneapoilz, Minneseta. He it author gf mone than 50 books.

Charity sglfereth long, fand] is kind, charity eavieth no; charity vaurteth mot
wezelf, is mot puyffed up, I Corimthians 13-4-8
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The Brian Center team wants to
be a resource to the community.

® K K KX X
It is our goal to get community members
back home as quickly as possible.

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Stroke Recovery

Respiratory Care

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

ADVANCED THERAPY MODALITIES

Ultra Sound
TENS
Diathermy
Heat & Cold Therapy
Electrical Stimulation
Mobile Swallow Studies

Come toke a four and reserve
your private room loday!

Brian Center Spruce Pine

T

218 Laurel Creek Ct. » Spruce Pine, NC 28777
FPhone: 828-7T65-7312 - Fax: 828-765-7285

What's In It For Me?
By Eurt Bomer

Avary Clowmty

The Bible has several messzages thar at first glance
zspm 1o be conradictory. For instance Proverhs tells us m
consider the ant and work hard to prepare for an unknown
futnre At the same time, Tegus tells us in the sermon on
the mcunt not to worry @hout what we are to eat or donk,
that our keavenly Father knows what we nesd aod will
provide for us. Paul tells us that “T have bacome a]] things to all men so that 1
might win some to the Lord™. Yet James says that “aovone who chooses tobe a
friend of the world, becomes an ensmy of God™,

Why the spparent confradictions” I believe it becanse there is more than one
personality type that God is trying to reach. Are you by natare a lazy person?
Then you need to focus on the ants. Are yon just the opposite, a workabolic? Then
you need to stop trving to do it all yourself and rest in the Lord

Dost importanthy, when it comes o our salvation, those of us who take it foo
cavalierly nesd to read the verses that give ns a kick in the sest of the pants (Tas.
1:21, 2:24), Others who are alorsys wormying that God is mad st them or that they
have conunitted the impardonahle sin need to focws on the scripmores that shoa
God's unconditional love for his children regardless of our failures (Fom. 5:15-17
and the Pzalms).

Bemember it is God's desire to comfort the affficeed as well 2s o afffict the
comfortable. Enow who vou are and look for God's message to you!

Eurt Bomar is pastar of Walnut Grove Chrch.

A new commandment I give nnto vor, That pe love one another; as I ave loved
you, that ye also love ane another. John 13:34-35
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Listening to Ruth's Wisdom
About the Daily Grind

By Marlene Houk

Burke County

The hands of older women tell stories of countless
darys patting babies and changing dispers. Reddsned
spots and tioy white scars speak of surprise and panic
while cooking I remember nry mom's chapped hands,
fingers tightened in a desth-grip wringing water ot
of freshly washed clothes before mudring the cold
garments between the wringers of our old machine The clothesline bore their
heaviness on icy-cold dsys, kanzing lifeless and sfiff or drooping lethargically
on bot maggy days. Her hands testified fo the roughness of ber work, veins, and
ape-spots confessing to days spent boemg weeds owut of the corn and tomatees and
scrubbing four dinty little bodies.

Today, we may not show the todl due to excellent skincare and fhne-saving
machines, and the work may solve echnology problems and create paper trails,
Tt the daily grind goes on

Yet somehoar, in the mondsne. God builds His children of prace. They emerge,
strongz beantifil, and willing to focus on the Lord. The Bible demonstorates the
power of these mundsne ordinary daily tasks in the story of Baoth, a simple ac-
count, but filled with complex and relevant maths.

Bath accepted the God of the Israelites afier meeting Waomi. She married her
son and lived for fen years in Moab umtl] they moved back to Bethlebem MNaomi's
hometown. In four short chapiers of this Old Testament book, the Lord displays
many Layers of muth, incloding weaving our inconsequential daties inte His plan
for us, crestng a tapestry of His glory.

Fauth’s labor differed from her companions coly in the sense that it was part of
& mmch larger and more majestc plan than the feld thar saretched endlessly before
ber Her seven-day workweek tmdzed foraward, broken only by the Sabbath rest.
But, as 3 babry gprows bit by bit, so she grew in prace and knowledge, step by step,
not only toward 2 boumtifial harvest bt toward her God, yielding rich sheaves
of zrace and murth in ber soul. Isaizh 28:10 declares. when explaming spirimeal
growth, that God leads us o Himself in small incremvental steps. The verse says,
"For precept must be npon precep?, precept upan precept; line upon fine, iing
upon ine; here a litle, and there a litrle: ™ Those small steps also mchide the daily
grind, and they taild an astonishimgly solid foundation that empowers us o prove
Grpd's promises,

Draily activities enable ns to be a pant of God's plan. As Fath worked her way
around Boaz's field, picking up stay stalks of barley that the rexpers ignored, the
back-breaking toil underscored His plan for her. As the ripeped barley and wheat
prowed the benefit of the right environpment 50 God placed Futh in the field to
zrow & daughter of faith who would become King David's legacy. (Buth 4:27) As
Buth beat the stalks to separate the grain so that she could make bread, the Lord
positionad her with people who conld help her to glean knowledze sbout Maomi ‘s
God. Then, she could absorh the truths that wonld make ber a mighty woman who
held a place in Tesus's earthly pedigres. (Matthew 1: 5)

When we produce spiritual finit by walking in the daily grind of our lives, we
can see the cunmlatve effect on the kinpdom of God and His use of our zifts. The
daily grind that Boaz observed in Fwth formed the foundation of his staternent that
she was virmoas. (Fauth 3113

A daily srind enables us to mack God for He dwells in the mimie everyday
repetitions as well as the magnificence of our lives. As Fath walked to and from
the field, she had time to think sbout the Lord. Washing the clothes by the creek,
perhaps she refiected om this strange sreeting that Boaz's reapers offered, “The
LORD bless thee " The barley and wheat harvest meay heave Llasted up to three
monthe which provided Futh with mawy daily pieces of evidence of God's pres-
ence in the lives of the Bethlehem citizens.

We admire people who have long marriages, care for special needs or fragile
parents for vears, or perhaps those who serve their country with nnltiple toars.
Draily staggling with unimaginabls odds and bemg cheerfil 1o those who can't
respond likewise slowly builds patience, imderstanding, and clarny. We give it
names and call it having character: dependability, perseverance, and inner strengih
and beanty. Futh displaved this nobleness of character with every day thar she
appeared in the field. We chafe at mind-oumbing tasks, but when we focus on the
LOFTY during the daily zrind of life, we, like Buth move toward God Himself A=
2 Corinthians 3:18 says, we are changed info his imaga.

Foous on the Lord in your daily grind. and otfhers will want to ses Who von are
SEaEing.

Mariene Houk is a regular contributor fo Blue Ridee Chriztian News. Her passion
iz fo defve deeply infe the truths gf Bible women and to discuss those in Bible
Studies called Backstage Pass to Bible Women. She and her husband dizcover jiay,
nuriure, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenahouk@bellsouth nat
Loarn more about women 1 the Bible at Marienes website: www MarieneHouk

He that loverth nof moweth not Ged; for God is love. I Johmn 4:8
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* W repair all major brands of appliances.
* We repair Monitor Heaters!

Cash it, Don’t Trash It! e
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149 Roan St., Spruce Pine, NC »:Stves
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Jamie Miller, crjh-

Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC
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BILANKET OF LOVE

By Joy Baldwin
Madison Connty

When Jesus had finished Hiv mission
The Father wrapped Him in a Manker of love
And rolled it up lite an anciemd scrall
Into Heaven He was faken above.

Then God sent the gift of His Son back fo ny
In the form of a seroll perned by man
The word of God fram beginning fo end

First in flesh, now in prinf by God's hand.

The hearr af God revealed in the Bible
Throngh Christ Jesus the Living Word
Perfect love and manna from heaven
Qf thiz bread, fHiend have you keard?

Joyee (Joy) Harwaad Baldwin

Joy i5 a resident of Wadion Coundy, where she now [ives with har hushand,
Dproy Jow Baldwin. She i currently a member gf Lt Tron Baprist church in
Marshall, NC. Az a previows membear, she calls Forks qf hy Mizsionary Baprist
Church im Weaaerville, “home away from home ", She it aerently singtng with the
Gospel Group “Jonahs Foice' owr of Mars Hill, NC. Her larest song " Homecom-
i ™ will soon be heard By man.

— —

CAROUN?& F

WE ARE COMMITTED TO HELPING OUR
CUSTOMERS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS BY
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY FLOORING
SERVICES

-

OUR HARDWORKING TEAM CAN TAKE CARE OF ALL
YOUR FLOORING NEEDS!

006 W Union 5t
Morganton, NC 28655

Telephone: (8258) 475-1192

February- Month of Thanksqiving??7¢

By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mirckall County

"0 give thanks unto the Lord for ke i= good: for kis
meney endurerh forever: ” (Pealm 136:1 KTV)

Febmary: That wonderfnl month of the year knoam
for. .. Thanksgiving??T (The Chaplam is really confused”)
Those who know me understand that confiision is noy
bome state! Bur this month ouly IS the month for Thanks-
giving! I should have some furkey and dressing. a litile
cranberry sauce, and some pumpkin pie 35 8 COMTMSTHn-
ration of the faithfulness of God, much like we remember the pilprims and the
“romomnity meal” shared with their “neighbors™!

And when T do, I will bow my head in mble thanksziving to God Amizhoy
Whi has blessed me with the privilege of walking beside the incarcerated AWND
beside the professionals who oversee, protect, encourage and assist them This
work is not always easy, it is pot always fun. But when God reveals the reason for
the mindstry of a chaplam, mamy blessings are found.

This month of ‘Thanksgiving' is made possible through the prayvers and the
financial support of charches and individuals who generously give that this posi-
tion is fimded. Last year this chaplain made pumerons appeals for said support
from the readers of this column I praved that God wonld prant this mimistry the
stability provided by ample resources to snstain this position for as long a5 God
degires. Some monthe we're down to the wire for High Country Prison Mindstry.
The funmre of the ministry looked to be completaly depleted of the finances needed
o sustain the Cheplain and the minisiries the Chaplaim lesds n supporing.

Mow, please allow the privilege of proclaiming the faithfulness of (God! The
Lord has provided through many of your financial Blessings that will provide
another s months of service by your Compmnity Punded Chaplain!

For 200 the answer is that as long as people remain faithful to the leading of
the Holy Spirit to support this effort, the work will go on! “To God Be the Glory!
Great Things He Hath Dione!™ And through this Provision incarcerated men and
their families, staff members and volunteers will contime to be reminded that the
Lord is the Source of “every good and perfect gifi™.

Your faithfalness is livinz proof
that you are willing to minister in
places many conldfwould never
go. But by helping keep 8 Chaplam
in place you kelp to ensare that
religicus activities continwe and that
special events like Cme Day with
God Camps, Eaires Prison Ministry
and nmch more can confinue to oper-
ate. Yo ensure a Pastor (Chaplain)
is available in tmes of crisis for
offenders and staff Yo provide 3
is present to provide coumseling and
comfort for the grieving, bope for
the hopelass and challenge for each
person to grow beyond where they
are info the person, they have poten-
tial to becoms.

See what [ mean? God IS5 Good® His mercy does, in fact, endure forever! And
for as long as God desires, Commnnity Funded Chaplains will be available to
zerve in Correctional facilines through the resouoces of those who desire to share
in order to provide this oppormumity and prvilege. Thank o all for helping this
mimisry continne amnd thank GO for the privilege of shining the Tight of Love in
Jazus Christ to the mearcerated!

Jody Grifiin i pastor gf Ceniral Bapiist Church in Spruce Pine and Comomunity
Funded Chaplin at dvery-Mitchell Cormecrional Institution.

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Buif’s Tll' & SEI'VICE

FOR ALL THINGS AUTO, TAKE [T TO BUFSSI
Check Engine Diagnosis = Alignments * Brakes * OF Changes * Inspections
1211 BURKEMONT AVE., MORGANTON, NC

Located in: Magnolia Plasa « 815-435-3500
“We've Moved Acress dhe Sireer next o Rural King. Come See U5!"
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By Dioug Harrall
Mirchell County

February is the momth of Valentineg’s Day; I look at it as :
the “Love Moath™. There is nothing outside the saving grace =
of our Hesvenly Father that has an impact on our lives that .u"l.
love does. Our lives center around being cared for, being ! ]
needed, being worthy, and most of all, being loved! The
Bible talks abont the love of God all through the chapters and verses that we read.
John 3:16 is the standard by which many of us hopefolly build our lives. For
Grod did so love the world that He was willing to give His only begoften Son thar
you and I, ves us, conld have etemal life, ot just a hole in the ground o rot and
decay m! Omne of the most important things in life is for ws to spread that love to
those arpumd ns. Starting with our family, how often do you tell them that yon
love them, do you voice that every day of your Life, do you ingrain that in their
minds to the point that there is never a question about that” As you are raising
your children do you love them enough to commect them, to goide them in the nght
direction” Think about it. Baing thedr best friend is not necessarily your job. Your
job is to love them enough to equip them to face the fiunare in 3 tough world with
the ability to survive and be a conmbuting adult when they manme. Do you take
the fime fo tell your mate daily, several times, that you love and treasure them
that you give thanks to God for kaving been blessed with them for a parmer over
the vearsT Do your actions also bear this out?

1 Corinthisns 13:4-7 King James Version (ETV): 4 Chariiy nyffereth long, and
iz bind; charity enmvieth rot; charify vaunteth, not iiseff, i not pyffed up, 5 Doth
nod behave itze(f unseemiy, zeeketh not har own, is not easily provaked, thinketh
me avil; § Bgoicerth not in iniquity, buf rgioiceih in the fruth; 7 Baarath all things,
Believerh ail things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

In the Kinz Tames Bible, the word Charity is used for love. Love is called the
most important of the raits mentioned Do you really understand how critical it is
for each of us in our personal Life and the lives of those whose paths we cross each
day? Itis all too easy to become judsmental in our sccepiance of those around
ns and we oft times overlook the fact that we are all children of (God and that Hisg
grace is sufficient to deal with it all. We all have access to a High Priest that was
exposed to all sin but sinned not. and He understands our human nanore; bat most
of all, He loves us enough o forgive our sins, and the sins of those around us, if
we will confess and turn back to Him.

We cammot bring others into the fold of God if we ton awsy from them becanse
they have fallen short. We den't have to condome evil or sin, bt we are com-
mandead to love mmd forpive as God forpave and forgives each of us. The Lords
Prayer tells us that we are asking for God’s forgiveness as we forgive others! We
are part of the equation; we have a mole to play by being willing to forgive also.
Carrying a grudee arounnd or being angry with a family member of npeighbor does
micre 0 harm ws than it does them. Anger is like cancer in our hearts. It eats it
away and destroys it Always sirive to be the first to sav I am sormy, and be the first
o accept someone’s apology, forgive even if you may not forget. I muly believe
that when God forgives, He also forgets, our sins &re no more! I pray for that
ahiliry!

mﬁ?‘t&mﬂmmb&mmhﬂhadﬂmjﬂmﬁaﬂyﬂammummm
ers. Smive to let your love be evident even in times of correcton, muide and direct
with sincera love, but be willing to use tough love at times when it is neadsd
Dipn't tell folks that is all okay when it is wrong bat be conscions of how vou do
it. Fememnhber that the tongue is a Liffle member of your body, but it is like a mad-
der of a large ship, it can tum the ship around. Tam the ship around with love o
your voir. Femember the Proverb, a soff answer hurneth away wrath, Guard your
words, connt o ten first, think about the WD bracelet (What Would Jesns Do)
and act acoordimely. What did Jesus do when talking with the woman caaght in
adultery, neither do I condemn thee, o and sin no more! Be more conscious of
giving love than hostlity, love does comguer all To God be the glory.

Dous Harrell iz a ijfe-long rezident gff Mitchell Coungy, Owner gf Harrell Hill
Fuarms, Inc, a membaer of Bear Creek Baptist Church.

Far God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotien Son, that whoseever
belfeverth i fam showld not perish, ke have everlasding fe. John 3:16

Gifts of Love
Byv Patricia Jackson
M Dowell County

Valentine Dhay is 4 specisl tme for many, as we
show our love for our family, friends, bushand wife
and Christ and the Church Lowved omes hope or expect
the day will be memorsble; perhaps a besutiful card, =
jewelry, flowers, box of candies, dinner ous, etc. Thelist o0
could go on and go. But there is a love that ranscends
all other love - the gifit of love from God and our special personal relationship
with Jesus Christ.

Matthew 2:11 tells us the wise men (Magi) from the East came to worship the
baby Jesus, bringing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrh. All three gifts are
ordinary offerings and gifis given to a king. Howewver, these three gifts had a spiri-
mual meaning: mold as a symbol of kingship on earth frankincense (an incense) as
a syvmbol of deity, and oyyrh (an embalmine oil) a: 3 syvmbol of death. Tesus” pur-
pose was not to be a receiver of gifis but to give to all those who believe 3 special
everlasting gift — salvation, the sreatest gifi we could ever receive.

Draily He bestows His love on us, dwells in our hearts by faith, comfors and
leads ms. “He iz a_friend that sticketh closer tham a brothar ™. (Prov. 1524
Where does our ability to love our self and others come from? As followers of
God, we are to “walk i Jove a3 Chris? also hath loved ws "', (Ephesians 5:2).
“Valenfine's Dray will soon come and go, flowers and memories will fade and be
forgotten.™ Buf the gift of God iz efernal Iife through Jesus Chriss our Lord ™.
(Fuomans 6:23). We nmst daily smive to love one another with a pure heart, so thar
others may see Christ's love in us.

Pamricia Jackson iz the Azsistant Teacher for the Ladies Class at Redeemed Free
Will Bapiist Chaurch, Glamwood, WO, She &5 g grant writer for non-prafiis, a
publisfued author and nefired Nursing Home Adminizirator. She ez i Ruther-
Jord County with her huzband, Contact infoermation. email address: wyolgoim
Deilzouth.mat
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Faith and Giving Your Life to Jesus

By Allen Buchanan
Mitchell County

E

“Thare was a rich man who was dressed in purple and
Jing linen and Fved in ooy every dap. At his gate was
Imid a begpar named Lazarus, covered with sores and
lomging fo ear what fell fhom the rich man's table. Even
the dogs came and Ncked his zorez. ' The time came when
the beppar died, and the angels corried him fo Abraham T
side. The rich man alzo died and was buried. In Hades, where he was in forment,
ke looked up and saw Abrakam far away, with Lazarus by his side. 5o, ke calied
to kime, Father Abrakam, have pity on me and send Lazarus fo dip the tp gf his
finger in water and cool My fongue because I am in ageny 1n this fire "““But Abra-
ham replied, “Son, reenembear that in your [[ftime you recelved your good tRings,
while Lazarus recetved bad things, buf now ke is conpforted here, and you are in
agony. And besides ail thiz, behween us and you a great chasw has bean 1ot
place so that thoze who want fo go from herg fo you canmgd, RoF can anyene cnoess
over from there fo us."

Luke 14:19-26 WIV

Pain and death are terrible subjects to think about You can escape these for
eternity if von simply accept JTesus as your Savier Ctheraise yon are destinsd o
spend etemity in Hell. Mothing to laugh or joke abont.

MNothing here on earth today can keep you out of Hell except excising faith and
giving your life to Jesus.

“For God o loved the warld that he gave kis one and only Son, that whoever
baligves in him shall not perizh but have efernal [jfe.” Jobn 3:16 NIV

Allen Buchanean is a freelonce Christian writer Allen attends Bear Creek Bapiist
church
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Creation Answers

Genesis is History!

By Jonathan Sarfat

Chor muinisiry supports the authority of the Bible from the very first verse.
However, some opponents of biblical {young-earth") creation also claim o be-
liewe in the mathority of Scrptuoe that claim that Genesis 1-11 is poetry or allego-
ry. Crihers refmoke us by claiming, “CGenesis is not 8 scientific tedbook™. If I'm in
a playfil mood, I'0 reply, “Thank zoodness, becanse scientific rextbooks become
outdated in a few years”. Otherwize, I reply that we clamm it's really a book aboat
history—ewvents that really happened m the past.1

T justify this, it"s important to show what type of book Genesis i5.2 To do this,
we should compare Scriphure with Scripeura.

Other biblical writers treat Genesis as history

Hebrew scholar Dir. Steven Boyd has shown that different types of the verh
(perfect and mmperfect) ate frequent in Hebrew poetry, but not in historical books.
5o from his verb anslysis, he found that the probability that Genesis 1:1-2:3 is
narrative {not poetry) is 0.99997.

As we have shown in a munber of articles, the rest of the Bible meats Genesis
as real history.3 The other writers of the Bible, both in the Old and Mew Testa-
ments, wweat the people, events, ime frames.4 and even the order of events, as real,
ot merely literary or theological dewices 5 And the reality of history is founda-
monal to crucial teachimes about faith and morality. § Forthermaore, it's clear that
the Wew Testament anthors presuppesed that their readers a5 new comerts in the
first chuarches, received detailed insmmuction m Genesis 7
What does biblical history look Hle?

Let's ask opponents the question: just suppose, for the purposes of the argu-
ment, frenesis is kistory, howr wonld yon expect it o look? We can answer from
the style of the undisputed historical books such as most of Exodns, Foshuaa,
Tudges, etc.

Hebrew grammar experts have shown that kistorical narratives in the O1d Tes-
tament have a very distinotive verb pattern. They start with a type of verb called
a gatal (perfect) and continne with apother type of verb called the waw (vav.& 1)
consecutives, or wayvvigiols & This verb type is frequent in the historical books of
the (d Testament.

Apply this to Genesis 1, the first verh, 2 bird" (creats), is gatal, while the sub-
saguent verbs that move the narrative forweard are wayyigools (1em wayyd mer
(“and ... said"), v wiyehi (“and there was"), 7w wayyire (“and ... saw"). Thus
this has just the pattem one would expect from a historical narmative.

Furthermore, Gepesis 1-11 moves seamlessly oo, with no change in style, to
Genesis 12—30. Mo one doukbis that the Latter is intended to be read as history.
Therefore, any doubts with the former don’t stem from the srammar and style
of the text itself. Father, they come from considerations oatside the text, such as
lonz-aze uniformitarian geclosy and evelntonary biology.

What would poetry kool lle?

So, what would Genesis look like if it were poeiry”? Hebrew poetry. such as the
Psalme, has a different style 10 The defining characteristic of Hebrew poetry is not
rhyme or metre. bot parallelism. That is, the statements in two 07 MOre CORSSCT-
tive lines are related in some way. For example. in synonymons parallelizm there
is ome staterment, then it is mnmediztely followed by another statement saying the
same thing in different words. Pealm 19:1-2 nicaly illustrates this:

The heavens declare the glory af God,
amd the sky above proclaims b kandiwork,
Day to day pours out speach,
and wight fo right reveals mowledse.

In anfithetical parallelism the first starement is followed by 2 statement of the
opposite, as in Proverbs 28:1 and 7:

The wicked flae when no one pursies,
Bt the righteous are bold as a fion.
The one who keepr the law i3 a son with understanding,
but a companion gf gluttons shamees kis fathar

In synthetic or constructive parallelism, the first statement is extended by the

next one, e g. Psalm 24:3—4:
Wha shall ascend the Rl of the Lord?
And who shall stand i kis holy place”
He who has clean hands and a pure hears,
wiha does mot It up kis sowl fo what i3 flalze,
and does mot swear deceigiully

However, parallelisim is sbsent from Genesis, except where people are guoted,
e.g (Genesis 4:23-24 However, they stand out from the rest of Genesis—if Gen-
emis were fruly poetic, it would nse parallelisms thronghout 11 In fact, the Bible
has & poetic celebration of God's aeative work of Genesis: Psalm 104—-so if wa
want to see what a poetic acconnt of creation looks like, that's where to look. For
example, Psalm 104:7, 11 illustrates parallelism perfacthy:

At your rebuke they flad;
af the soumd gf vour thamdar, thay ook flighs.
They gnve drink fo every beast gf the fald;
the wild donkegys guench their thirst.

Also, Hebrew scholar Dr. Stewven Boyd bas shown that different types of the
vert (perfect snd imperfect) are frequent m Hebrew poetry, buat not m histori-
cal books. So from his werb anakysis, he found thar the probability that Genesis
1:1-2:3 is namrative {not postry) is 09900712
Structural similarities of Genesis and other paysages

Omne of the passages most similar 1o Genesis | in struchure is Wumbers 7. Both
are stmictured accounts, both containing the Hebrew word for day »io (vom) with
2 numeric—indesd both are numbered sequences of days. In Mumbers 7, there are
12 consecniive mmnbered days, where a represenfative of each of the 12 mibes of
Israel brought an offering for the altar:

The one who brought kis gffering on the first day was
Nahshon, son gf Amminadad gf the tribe of Judah. .

On the recond day Nethanel son of Zuar; the leader of
Tzzachar brought his gffering. _.
O the third day, Eliab son af Helon, the leader gf the
peapie of Zebulun, brought his offering. ..
On the twelfth day Akira zor of Enan, the leader qf the
peapie qf Naphtali, brought his affering. ..
Thed:y—uummcpanﬂehsemsunngaashﬁmhus?nmgnlymmbus
each day but also opens and closes with “in the day that” referring collectvely to
the entire sequence, which no one doubis are ordinary-length days. This refutes
the false claim thar “in the day that™ (>0 bayvoml3) in Genesis 2:4, summarizing
Creation Week, shows thar the Genesis 1 days are not nonmal-length as this is a
Hebrew idicom for ‘when' (a5 many English translations render it). 14
Further, no one claimes that Mumbers 7 iz merely 3 poetic framework for teach-
ing spmething theological and that it is not history. There simply i= no grammat-
cal basis for denying the same for the (enesis 1 days. Both are straightforaard
hi 4
N‘[I.TEH.‘!& day: = ordinary lemzth days
It is as though it said: 24 hours measure the space of a day, or that, n reality, a
day is 3 fime that the beavens starting from one point take to requon there, —Basil
4th cenmiry, on Creation Day 1
IMote that the numeric for Diays 28 in the Creation Week account in Genesis
15 in the Hebrew form of an ordinal mumber. 15 as it is with all of the pumbered
days in the Mombers passage—i.e. the days are numbered second (o shend), third
(z7w shlishy), fourth (o rvel*v), fifth (nowe chamishi) and sixth (o shish).
But there’s a key difference with Diay 1 of Creation Week  That's becanse Gen-
esis 1:5 does pot say “first dav” (which would be 10 75w vom r'shon}—ie day
with an ordinal momber—but vstead “one day™, (o =nT vom echad)y—ie. day
with 3 cardinal mumber 16 This is the first moment in recorded history that anyone
has spoken the word “day’ with a8 mumneric—and so the cardinal oumber is apt. A
day can be only a “first” if there are other days; but at the beginning of Creation
Week, there was only that one day, Also, (God kimself in Genesis 1:5 is defining
what 2 day is: darkmess (night) and light (daytime) cycle, “there was evening and
there was moming, one day”. One rotaton of the earth equals one day. The whole
cTeation was completed in the time it ook for the earth to rotate just six dmes. Six
ordinary-length earth-rotaton days.17
The great theologian Basil (AD 320-370) pointed this out long ago in a bomily
on Creation Wesk:
“Why does Scriptare sxv “one day”’ not “the first day'? Before speaking tons
of the second, the third, and the fourth days, would it not have been more natural
to call that cme the first which began the series? If it, therefore. says ‘one day’,
it is fromm 3 wish to detenmine the messure of day and night and to combine tha
fime that they contain. Mow 24 hours fill up the space of one doy—ae mean of 2
day and of a night; and if at the time of the solstices, they have not both an equal
lengih the tme marked by Scripture does not the less circumscribe their duration.
It is as though it said: 24 hours measare the space of a day, or that, in reality, a day
is the time that the beavens starting from one point take to retum there " 18
Conchasion
Genesis really is history. This is what the other Bible writers understood. And
rightly so, as showm by the great similarity in style and verb patterns fo other
mndoubied historical books of the Bible Further, it looks nothing like the poatic
boaoks like Pealms 10 (Adapted from the author’s new book The Genesis Account:
a theological, historical and scientific conunentary on Genesis 1-11).

Beferenres and notes

1. Sarfad, J., “But Genesis is not 2 science textbook™, Creatiom 286(4):6, 2004;
crestion comexthook. Beturn to text.

2. A classic explanation is Grigg, B, Should Genesis be taken literally” Creation
16133841, 1993, creation comyliteral. See also Sarfad, 1., Refuiing Compro-
mize, ch. 2, Creation Book Publishers, Atlanta, 200<, 2011; as well as the artcles
under creafion com'genssis. Retum to teet.

3_ A new respurce documenting this iz Gemnesis Verse-bry-Verse, creation com,zen-
verse. Fetom to text

4 Wieland, €_, Tesus on the age of the sarth Creation 34(3):51-34, 2012; cre-
ation comfjesus_aze Fetum o text.

5. Sarfati, J., Genesis: Bible suthors believed it to be history, Creaton 2802321
23, 2004, creamon.comy'gen-hist. See also Batten, T, and Sarfati, T, 15 Ressons to
Take Gemesis as History, Creation Book Publishers, 2006, Betum to text.

& Sarfad, T, Why Bible history matters, Creation 33(4):18-21, 2011; creation.
comy'hible-history-fall-ark. Betum to text.

7. Cosper, L., What the MNew Testament doesn’t say, creation.comy'ni-doesnt-say,
11 September 2012. Fetum to text.

2. In moderm Hebrew, the letter 1, when functioning a= 3 consonant, is prononnced
like pur v, but in biblical times it was pronouncsd like our w. The same sound
shift ecommed i Latin: when Tulins Cassar said “Vend, widi, vici” (1 came T saw,

I conguered), he pronownced it ““Weni_ widi, wiki ™ Much later Ecclasiastical
(Church) Latin promoumees it “Wend vidi, wichi ™ Feturmn to text.

9_ Joion, P and RMuzacka, T., A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew: Part Three: Synfax,
p- 390, Ponfifics] Biblical Instinge, Fome, 1001 Benon to text.

10. See also: Is Genesis poetryfizurative, a theological argument (polemic) and
thms not history? aestion. com/th. Betarn fo text.

11. Eaiser, W.C,, Ir, “The literary form of Genesis 1-11"in Payne, 1.B., New Per-
spectives on the Old Testament, Word Inc., Wacp, Texas, TUSA, pp. 3060, 1970,
Feturn to text

12. Probabdlites range from 0 (impossible) to 1 (cerminty). Boyd, 5.W., The bibli-
cal Hebrew creation account: Mew mumbers tell the story, icrorg, Movember 2004,
Spe also Boyd, 5. W, A proper readmg of Genesis 1:1-2:3; in Dhe Yomngz, T (Ed ),
Thonsands .- Mot Billions, hlaster Books, Green Forest AR pp. 157-170, 2005,
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

We Love Him
Bv Bruce Cannon
Mirchell County

“We love Him becowse he first loved wr ™ (1 JTohn 4:197

Febrary is termed the month for love. We foouws more
on thass wa love oo February 14th more so than at other
times of the year. Flowers are sent, candy is given, and
we take those special folks in our life to special places
o eat. Florists are busier oo February 14th than at amy
other time of the year. Festaurants bave waiting lines and
reservamons need o be made to make certain one can get
a mhble.

Two oheervations peed o be made: 1) Every month, even every day, needs o
be known for lowe. We should never lef time go by without telling others we love
them; most especially those closest to ws. Clildren need to hear parents say daiby,
“I love you™ Spouses need to hear daily, “I love you " Family and friends need to
hear daily, “T lowve yon™ Itis so noach easier to live a lifs of “love™ than 3 life of
anger, bitterness and so forth.

The second observation is: wihy do we love? There is an inherent desire in
the heart of everyone to love and be lowved. There is a buge place in the heart that
needs 1o be filled with the emoticn of loving and being loved. But why? Because
we were made in the image of the greatest Lover of all time! “We love Him
becanse He first loved ns.”

Befora the foundsnon of the world was laid and long, long before we came
oo the world God showed His love to us. Paul said in Flomans 5.8, “Buwr God
commandeth hiz fove foward w1, in that, while we were vat sinngrs, Christ died for
uzr. ” Becanse of the opniscience of God, there has never been 3 time when He
has not loved us with a Tohn 3:16 type of lowe. Thare has never been 3 thne when
He did mot want us to know Hinn  There has never been 2 dme when He did not
want o redesm ws

Beacause of His great gesure, we love. .. especially if we are balievers, And,
most espacially if we are walking m fellowship with Him. His Holy Spint is re-
producing the character of Christ within us every day as we pray, study the Word
and so forth. Ome of those character waits is love. As we walk in fellowship with
Him, we grow in love, we grow in the capacity to love, and we Enow more how to
love others. He began it all by extending love to us.

I am 5o thankfl the Lord does not hawe a specizl month for love. Can youn
imazing gomg 11 monthe without feeling the Tord’s deep love? Every day is Val-
enfine’s Diay with Him Ewery day He shows love. He grants peace, encourage-
ment strength answered praysr, understanding and wisdom grace and w0 many
more blessings bacause of His great love toward ns.

May I snzzest to us today: feel His love, know His love, experience His love,
express His love. Let the knowledee of Enowing that the King of the Universe
loves us canse s to be filled with joy and amazemeant,

The choms of the sonz, Who Am I7 szys, “Who am [ that 2 King would
bleed and die for? Whe am I that He wonld pray, not My Will, Thine Lord? The
answer I may never know, why He'd ever love me s0, that to an old migged cross
He'd zo for Who am I7

Have a blessed, love-filled February!

Rav. Brice Cannon currandly serves as the Sanior Pastor of Bear Creek Baptist
Church in Bakernville. Formerly he senaed az Director of Mizsions for the Bladen
Baprist Arzociamion and has served on the Gumeral Boand of the Baptist Stare Con-
vantion af North Caroling.

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Morganton Seventh Day Adventist

The Visit Behind the Curtain

Ev Sieve Bietz
Baurke Coviy

Sometime back, I was visiing a church member who was
& resident of & narsing homes.  Edith and T had been friends
for mawy years. Several times I felt like we may have been
too lond with our conversation since the room was not
private. Thers was & curtain that divided the rooom m half
Edith's half was nearsst to the door, and with the curtaim
pulled, I had not seen the ropmmate. The other side of the
curiain did not seem o have a light on, although there was light coming m from
the window that had let me see the end of the bed. DMy visit with Edith was com-
ing to an end and I stood up from the chair snd took Edith's hand as I prayed. As
I ended the prayer and we were saying our goodbyes, 8 voice from the other side
of the curtain spoke up. "Pastor, could you visit me too?" I walked o the edge of
the curtain so that I conld get my first Inok at Edith's neighbor oo the other side of
the room.

Az our eyes met. she said, "my name is Beverly and I sure would like you fo
visit with me " After imtrodncing myzelf and walking to ber bedside to take her
hemd in mine T said "Bewverly, I would be very happy to visit with you" For the
next 15 mimates, Beverly and I had a wonderful time as we became acquainted.
She thanked me snd thanked me and thanked me snll more for ooy visit. By the
tirne [ had prayer with Beverly, I was thanking God for the visit behind the cortain
a#nd how 1 had been greatly blessed. I smspect that many pastors have found them-
selves in similar circumstances.

That is bow it is when we take up the question that we find in scripture. Who
is pur neiphbor? The Lord said, "you shall love your neighbor az yourself™ (hdark
12:30-31). I discovered, with the visit behind the curtain, that my heart was
blessed as I was neizshborly with Beverly. Femarkable how that works, it it7?

Thers was a farmer who raised seed com. His seed com woa the bilne nbbon
every year. It was the best. It seemesd nnnsnal that each year he shared with his
neighbors seed from his blue rbbon com for them to plant their fislds. A newspa-
peT reportar interviewing the fanmer asked, "If you want to have the bast seed com
anywhere, why do vou share with your meighbors the seed from your best com?
Shouldn't you keep the best for yoursalf™ The farmer replied that the reporter
nnst nof imderstand bow to raise corn. He went on to explain that when the
breezes blow, the pollen from the corn is camied on the wind. Therefore, the com
is cross-pollinated from corn-growing around it. The farmer said that for him o
have the best seed corm, his neighbors nmst also have the best. If they had inferior
cormn, that would lower the goality of his own corn crop.

How abont that. Being neighborly blesses the one being neighborly. Luke
6:38 expresses that sentiment. "&Gnae, and it will be given fo you: good measura,
presced down, shaken togoether, and running over. for with the same measune that
o uze. it will be moasured back fo you. ™

The lawyer asked JTesus, "who is my neighbor™ That is to say, who counts,
who am [ responsible for, who should I give my care? Jesus responded by tell-
ing a story that redefines the word neighbor as He shares the story of the Good
Samaritan.  Yes, going to visit my charch member Edith in the ursing home was
neighborky. But visiting Beverly on the other side of the curtain, blessed my owm
heart with the realization that we are all vulnerable and in need of & neighbor.

Bemg neizhborly imvolves not only giving help but also being willing
receive it. The peighbor behind the curtain isn't the only one in need, bar rather
the one who provides a neighbor's care for another, their need for a neighbor is
equally supplied

What a fantastic blessing samaits ws all when we are naighborky.

Stewe Bigrz, Pazior, Morgmton Seventh day Adventist Church.

insurance Groumn, Inc.
AUTO-HOME-BUSINESS-LIFE

(828) 765-1711

7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC « www.miller-insurance-group.com

WE ARE COMMITTED TO
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!

And Our Community

“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”

-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder

www. bremews . com

February 2020 - Blue Eidge Chnstian News page 11



God Loves Variety

By Alan Griffin
Couniy

There are enough bits of infonmation n
2 single cell to fi11 31,000 books. A single
cell contxins approcrimately 1 trillion
atoms, of which, not one has ever been
seen by man Inside its fully enclossd
maclens is all the DMA necessary to create
2 duplicats hody. Then we have proteins,
snch as histones. to form chromosomes.
The zenes within these chromosomes are the cell’s muclesr genome and with a
lot of patience, we can take that down to the siring theory ending we think with
Hizgs boson which is a particle that is in all matter. To sy that God lowes variety
is an nnderstatement. Every single person on earth is different, every animal, fish,
and plant are different.

There are two isswes with the charch today that mm off 5o many believers. The
first is conformity. We just seem t0 get stack in our way of doing things and refuse
o give in to new ideas. I simzzle with it noyself. A good example is a church here
where I live has a plastic, throw away confainer they nse for the Lord’s supper.
The top of it is 8 wafer and then you pesl off another layer of plastic and you have
the firwit juice. The way we do it in nry churels is very strocnured and formal. What
iz 0 amazmg is the new church with the plastic throw sway container has thoo-
sands of people showing np for their multiple services. Where we, on the other
hand, can barely get enough peopls in the door to keep the church open. So, you
hawve one group of people who think one way and another who thinks the other
way. Who Is fo say this is wrong? Some will confonm to the existing standards of
& church while others, who don’t like the standards, zo and start another chnrch.
This, in tarm, stiracts more people to Chrst.

Gﬂhﬁﬁm&ﬂﬂmuﬁﬁ&ﬁmﬂumnﬁﬂhmﬂgﬂm&nﬁmhcﬂnﬂﬂ
of billions and billions of stars. Each star and each galaxy are different. Mow
imazine the cells in 4 planet or a star and the mfinite number of cells that are in
the umverse. Oh, by the way, the universe is not necessanily the proper term any-
muore. They've now changed the word to “mnltiverse,™ or more than one umiverse.
Can you possibly imagine that & cell is like 3 universe, and some of the atorms in 2
cell are planets with living beings, animals, and plants? Or, what if each universe
is a cell of God and He is out walking on another planet somewhere. The concept
stazgers ooy mind

The Body of Christ has perhaps twenty-two spiritual gifts. Combine those with
the diversity of mankind and you have untoeld billions of spimtual combinations,
each person with Christ in their own special way. We have Christians who walk
differently, dress differently, and read different Bibles. Many of ws who @y 1o
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shape the world inte our own formonla miss ot on some of the grearest blessings
that God has to offer. Humsn bemes are creatores of habit, so we tend to judze
people based on our perspective on life.  Too many fimes T have recerved amaily
from people throughout the world who have become disconrazed with zoing to
church. Someons has udzed them because of the way they dress, their beliaf
of the type of Bible they read. I have gone to some choches where people ae
spesking in tongues, others where there are plenty of robust “AMENS", and oth-
ers that are as quiet as a mouse. Mooe of these things are wronz. We all worship
God in a slightly different way, and I think this is wonderfial becanse God loves
diversity. (ive two pastors the same Bible verse and you will get two completaly
mﬂ'erenrmevﬂynme Fead a Bible verse one fime aod we will get cne
meaning. Fead it azam and we will get anpother meaning. God is infinite.

Letus please ry to give others the benefit of the doubt. So, let us please puta
Christ-like foot forward. and set sn example for others to follow. We are followers
of Christ and leaders of others. Fost like Tesus. I use this three-letter guideline to
belp me deal with other human beings. It is “FJL".

Forgive lest we not be forgiven - The Bible savs, "Forgive us our 1ins as we
Jorenee oifers who sin agaimst s,

Judze not last we be judged - God judzes us as we judze others.

Love always, because love never fails - There are many people in this world,
who aren’t Christians, and yet love their families. We omst do more. We nnst love
those who judze us, hate uws, humiliate us because that is what Jesus taught us - to
love our enemies s we love ourselves.

“And he said, o ford, and stand uparn the mowt bgfore the LORD, And,
behold, the LORD pazred Iy, and a grear and stroeg wing rent the mouniains, and
brake in pieces the rocks before the LORIY: but the LORD was not in the wind:
e gfter the wind an earthguake: but the LORD war not in the earthguokes: And
giter the earthguake a fire; bur the LORD not tn the fire: and qfter the fire a 5l
swall voice ™ 1 Eimps 19:11-12. T have besn very fortnate throush Bible study
and prayer to be able to recognize the still, small voice of God. It has besn 3 tre-
mendous blessing to me to receive the comfort and connseling of the Holy Spirit
daily. It is an inner woice we hear inside of our mind that brings our thonghts to
light s to whether we are in or ont of the will of God. It is abways there with us
wherever we zo, and whatever kind of conflict we may have to endure to survive
the day. It is God's blessing upon those who love Him and spend tme with Him.
Do you talk to yourself? Well, 5o do I, and I have found that when I say something
to myself if T will just pause for 2 moment God will respond. It's nsnally a ime
when HE IS FUTTING ME I MY PFLACE remindmg me who I am and who
I am not. Mow, most of the tims. T am not necessarily talking to Him: T will be
Foing over some subject in my mind either tryimg o solve 2 problem af work, or
talking to my=elf about the project at hand and He will jedn in roy conversaion,
instmcting in the way I should go.

Mawy mmes, [ have complained shout someone else’s behavior, and the Holy
Spirit immediately responds, “You've doae the same thing yourself ™ I am very
formanate to have a great recellection of my past including my past behavior
MWany of us aging Christians iy to forget cur past becanse it is an embarrassiwent
to ws. By doing this it makes it easy for us to pass jndgment oo others_ I am thank-
ful T hawe that stll, small voice reminding me who I really am. I am a sinner. T
have sinned preatly in the past, [ am sinmimg now. every moment of every day, and
Twrill be sirmimg in the fotore wet] T am called home T will watch the nears and
ask myself, “How could someone kill another person like that™ The Holy Spirit
will respand to me in that sl small vedce by sayine, “Yon have done the same
thing in your heart many times ™ T don’t want yon to think that just bacanse I am
on the other side of the keyvboard that T am any different from aoyone else. If there
is amy difference between the two of ns it just might be that Linle bit of precious
tire, I spend with the Lord every day.

I hawe never had a homosexnal relationship and every tme [ complain about
their promiscuity, He reminds me of my own. The Bible tells us to refrain from
homosermal behavior, to refram from secmal bebavior out of wedlock, and to
refrain from adultery. All thess sins are against us and are very damagmg o
our sonls. A sin is 8 sin, and we can’t be talking about someone else’s behavior
without looking at our ovm. We all are luman and have sexnal desires that we
need to kesp in check It is the fallen man who judges others. and it is the grace of
God when we forgive. Too often our churches are representsd by unreganerated
spuls pursuing their oom azends. We need to be oo peard against such individuals
and tonzhen up our skin 50 as not o let them rent space in our minds. Instead of
responding defensively, we need to hold our tongue and set a Christisn example
for others to follow: I noyvself don’t really care what others think of me becanse
most of the ome their thoughts don't have any bearing on my Life I do care what
God thinks of me because He bolds noy sonl berwesn His finpernps, and I fear His
POWEer OVET mE.

Alan Griffin started the Eidmmchriz ministries m Novembar 1007, He has worked
with tnner city kds for 21 vears. He found a need for specialized Biblical litera-
fume that would reach people of all ages and kas bean writing since 2005, The
minisiry has expanded their websites fo reach around the world, Eidoechrist com,
millermialchriztian.com, feensmchrist.com, S@Torsncheist.com, Piciime-Verse. com,
and rouhworks-mmalleroups.com. e had an outreach of over 13,000,000 people
Tast year with 36, 000,000 imprezsions. [fvou have any guesions for dlan you can
reach kim at alan/@kdsnchrist.com
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7 Tips for Studying the
Bible on Your Phone

By Eevin Puarcell

Mozt bebievers camy around a smariphone moday:
Ifyon do, don't miss the oppormity oo use this
powerful little comparter for persons] Bible soady. You
can pet @ Iibrary of zreat Bible stody tools withoat
carrying & hyee backpack or briefrzsse full of heavy
reference hooks like yon did 20-30 years ago. By

Let's look at 7 Tips for stadying the Bible on your  [@%
phome. [ kmow that some of you read that and think,  H
winy wiould T ever do that? aybe it's not the best
opton for everyons, it don't dismiss & Even if you =
prefer to cammy a copy of a paper Bible and record what yoo leam with a physical pen and
notebook, a good Hible smdy app can still help you. Get the Fizht Bible App.

Aot of zreat Bible apps exdst, baf if vou want to do more than read the Bible,
highlizht passazes, add digital notes and shars the verses with fuends or faoty via ext
messare amail or social media then you need a good app. Let me mention the thres
best Bible study options in arder of iy persona) preference .

1. Olive Tree Bible App — 3 sreat smartphone or tablet app with a3 lot of escellent refer-
emce boaks in a sinple touse nser-interface.

2 Logos Bible Srady — one of the most powerfil Bible spps on 3 phons or tablet tat
yiou can nse o do some in-depith, advanced Bible smdy.

3. Accordsnce Bible Software —not as advanced as Logos or 25 mobile-frendly as Olive
Tree, bt it &5 simpler with encuzh rosm to grow for advanced Bilble students

Search your device’s App Siore. These sll work on i05, Andmid and Kindle Fire
tablets. You can also get versions to mn on your Windoews or MMac conputer. I you owm
a Chromebock, you can use the Android app or go online and nse the Loges Web App.
Meither Olive Tree nor Accordance offers a welb app,

I vou don't care shout dicionanes, conumentaries or other tools, then the YouVersion
Bible app is the best option. It doesn't offer these advanced study options. hoarever, so I
don’t mchade it above.

Use Smone’s Dicticnsry-hased Biblas,

Even if von don't read a bit of Greek ar Helbrewy, ywou can do advanced languaze Bible
stody msing took with Stong's mnober taggine. You will find a good Bible with impor-
tant works tazged with Strong's nombers. This will link o Hebrew and Greek dictionar-
ies oo show the range of meanines of every work m the origmal laneuages of the Bible

Usingz the programs sbove you can tap of press and bold 3 word and see the entry for
ihat word in edther Hebrew (for Old Testament passazes) or Greek (for Mew Testament
passages).
et Good Conmentaries

Each of the abonve Bible stady apps will ket you add a pood conpmentary set. Com-
mentaries come in one of three favars,

1. A poe-vohnne conurmentary - covers the extire Bible in one book. The Mattheow Henry
Conunengary s an examiple of thiz. H's not the best one avatlable, however We alsn
think of thesa ag devotons] commentaries,

2. Stmdy Bible — a good stady Bible = a conunentary of sorts. Consider something like
the ESW Smdy Bitle, the Apalogedcs Smdy Bible or Faithlife Smdy Bible. The la=t one
oaby works with Logos. Yon can find dozens of decent snady Bibles for Bible apps.

3. Mubti-voboms conpmentary —when 8 commentary has one book for each book fo the
BEible, it has mare space to g0 more in-depth m the commements the suthar miakes shoat
each verse. You will offen see a section for each verse or maybe a small rmee of verses,
The ope-vofume conmmentary listed sbove often bas one conurment for a section or
chapser of a book. You get more in these That also results in higher prices. My personal
fawontes mechude the Mear Amenican Commentary, the WIV Application Commsntary ar
Expositors Bible

Ehthnfﬂnealmmﬂﬂdmﬁ'ﬂtﬁwﬂhagmdﬂmm I that's not ad-
vanced encuzh oy 3 one-vobume Cconumentary of devotions] conmmentary 0 SEVe MODSY.
If you regularly teach or preach. then pet 2 good mobti-vobomes conymentary. The later
can cost amywihere from $100 to 52000,

Lesm to Use Advanced Paatmres

Bille apps afer some advanced features. Leam how tonse them Head over to the
spp developer’s website and read thedr futorials and waich their belp videos. Go o Yoo-
Tuabe and find zocd how-to videos. I creste videos at oy chamme] - wamas yoabobe. o’
mserkevinpurcellors and T write about using Bible stady at noy website: wanw kevinpur-
cellsorg.

Set Faminders

Minst Bible spps offer a featurs to remind vou to read the Bibla. Set thesn for a good
tme each day. If vou're a moming person then set asids a ime each moming fo stedy
the Bible Spome prefer to do this during 3 lunch our or before bed at night. Find mat
how 1o set the reminder and set it Then don't iznore it
Slheare That You Lasm

Even if you don't tesch or presch the Bible, tell others shout what you leamed You'll
leam miore when wou talk about it with other people. Talk fo your spouse, your kids, your
parents, A good fiend or coworker. Don't ignaore talking to non-belevers. Ask deem what
they think of wiest you lesmmed. It could tum info a zreat wimessing opporhimity ten or
&t 3 later point.

Feead with Orihers

Find zomepmne to read the Bibls with yon cutside of Sunday school or an creanired
Bible shady class. Pick a friend your sponse or fanviby messber. If you'me msrmied dhen
never pick somepae of the opposite sex. You can read the Bikle with 3 other people to
ereat effect Find comepne more advanced in thedr faith than you are so you'll leam
Find somecne at the same level 50 you can rely on each other fo kesp one another ac-
conntsile. And find somepne that you can belp zrow stronzer. Yon can be their mors
advanced Bible leamed

If you have any questions, fee] free to reach out fo me throuzh oy website (s

D Eavin Purcall s the pastor gf High Peak Bapist Church off Exit 107 on 140
He s alzo written abowr church and Bible technology for wana Church Tech Today:
com and other publications. He covers Bibles soffweare and fech at wvw Eavin-
Purcellorg and on his YouTube chanmel af www pouibe com'cEavinPurcellBe-
rindThePulpi

Out of town? You can still check out our
new Website www.brenews.com
And find us on Facebook

YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

The hospice you choose makes a difference.
Choose the one with:
v local staff

two hospice inpatient units

palliative care in A Setfings

grief counseling for any adult

Kids Pafl e

Can p,liql“l N

Hosp1ce

h]ﬂ}ﬂ]”n
3

Carolina
= —

Serving P-IU Hendeson-Rutheetsid, and M: anrll in NC and

Cherakes, Grezmwille and Spartanburg in SC
(8281 2450095 NO (3040 4579700 5C (R00) 218-CARE (2273
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WECR AM Radio/Glory 1130

For God So Loved
By Phillip Greene
Avery County

“For God so loved the world, that he gave hiz only
S, that whoever believes in him should wot perizh
Bt have eternal [jfe. For God did not send his Son into
rha warld to condemm the world, but in order that the
wirld might be senved through kim. Whoever Believes i
Fim i5 mot condemmed, but whoever does mot believe iz
condermed alread), because ke has not balieved in the
name qf the only Som gf God. dnd thiz is the judemeant: the Ight has come nie the
workd, and peopie loved the darkness rather than the light bocause thair works
warg @vil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the Gipht and does no?
come fo the ekt lest kis works should be exposed. But whoaver doe: what iz frue
comes i the fehs, so that it may be clearly sean that kis works have been carried
out in God. ~ — John 3:16-21, ESV

These words spesk volomes to each of us who follow Christ. One of the things
that I find many deing is stopping at 3:16 but never going awy farther Adany stop
&t simiple balisf ot Jesus contirmed on to tall us that thers is more tham just be-
lieving Scriptars tells us that even the demons believs.

Jesus, in these words to Wicedsmmns, tells us all that He did not come fo the
world fo condemn the world, bt that the world throngh Hom might be saved. He
elaborates on this by continuing the conversation and explaining that those who
believe are not condemned. He then says some of the keywords to our Christian
faith in verse 19, saying, “And this &5 the judgment: the light has come info the
warld, and peopie loved the darkness rather than the Light bocause their works
warg gvil. ' What does this mean?

It means, when someone is living in sin, they love the darkpess, they love to be
sround others who live as they do, those who are alse in the darkness, those who
will not condemon them  Light has a way of exposing that which s hidden in the
dark and when the Light is reveslsd all sins are made known

Today, we must examine what we are doing. We roust realize that we ans not
being what God has called us to be when we live outside of the light. Christ is the
lizht, and be kas called us o be in the light.

James 1:19 talls us to be quick fo listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger.
James confinuwes by telling us that we must be hearers and doers of the word, oot
hearers only. There are many who bear and belisve the word, but there are few
who do and truly believe the word. S0 many stop at believing that Jesus is the
Christ, but they forzet that bemg a believer of the Word means that they are put-
ting faith into action each day.

Are yvou putting your faith info action today? Can others ses Christ in you? Are
you living in the light or the dark today?

Exarmins your heart today. I enconrsge yow o be more than just 3 simpls hearer
of the word bt to embrace what Christ is offering today throwgh our “domg” the
word. Be more than 3 hearer today. Let God expose you todsy so that vou can be
all be needs you to be.

Phallip Greene is the Staton Manager/Program Director for WECR-AM Radia’
Crigry 1130,
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Clint's Chronicles on the Funny Farm
The Rest of the Story

Clint and I worked several months together here on the farm and I do believs
that this was ome of the most hiladons events we had happen during that six-
month pertod of tme. Wy great uncle, Hal Byrd, bl a catile shed on the side of
an old chicken house that Aunt Mze Byrd had used. The shed roof did not have
omich pitch and was prome to leak qoite bad. I had been working on it and bailt a
feed lot aroumd the bam so we would have an additional place to work the cattle
when they were up on this farm. We were putting in a chote and head zate on the
inside but when we went to check it out it was really muddy, as in wet, wet, wet
cow manure. We had just had a real hard rain and it kad leaked bad right where
we werse putting the head gate. I decided to nse a big 2-inch pomp and just pomp
ont the water and mamire snd in the process of doing so I accidentally canght
Clint sguare in the face with a fiall 2-inch hose wide open with howid cow manure.
I swear, really, I don’t swear bat I do affirm that I did not intend to do this. The
force of the bose almost knocked Clint down and I will never forget the look he
gZave me 25 be asked, did you mean to do that? I honestly fold him, po I did not
mean to do that, bat I had o admit I was laughing oy head off A good shower
was in order for both of us after this and Barbara made us sirp down fo our under-
wear ouiside and spray ourselves, and our clothes, off before we conld bring them
or ourselyves in the honse.

Fammer Doug

Clint’s Chronicles on the Funny Farm
By Clint Pollard

Many of vou have written or called about Clint’s Chromickes
oa the Py Famm. It seems that you take great pleasure

in ory many foibles and near —misses with danger. Also,
some of you question ooy veracity — that would-be TRUTH
felling — regarding these tales. A couple things you should
know: clearly the Lord is protecting me from myself and the
nnyrizd monsters and events that seek to snuff me ont; and
these stories are sbsohtely tme (ot to say [ don’t exazger-
ste 3 teemy oy bif@ ) Mow get a load of s,

Ancient Cow AMannre!

My friend Doung, along with yours tmaly (Fammer Cling), set out one balmy
mOrning to constmct 3 new critter choate, or cow funnel, or cow fonnel, or whas-
ewver it is you call the slender litile space where cows nnknowingly zo before they
me=t the head-gate. Ya know, this farming nsiness gets pretty micky if'n you
don't kmow what you're doing so, [ oy to stand back a wee bit when we tackle a
new challenze,

How one would imagine that constmucting a nar-
row churte/tunnelfummne] would be fairky sinpla,
some X4, 436", 347 phywood, screws and electric

¥a sea the choice location for our constriction
project is the “Aunt Mae Bam”, so called afier Aumit
Mas Byrd (Doug's Aunt) An aside, I've leamed over
the last many months that Doug and Barbara are
related to everyone in Mitchell County and beyond.
5o, if you're local plesse feel free to drop by for
tell Barbara that Farmer Clint sent you.

Armyaray, the fioor of the Aunt hae Bam is really
not 3 fioor, of conrse. (Bven I knoar you don't put floors in 3 bam whatdya think
I'm smmpls™) So, the Aoor is really the gronnd bt in this bam, it's not really the
ground becanse GROUTHD IS DIET. Oh no, we can’t have dint ground on Harrell
Hill Farms — this GROUND is 100% cow patties, abont § feet deep and at least
100 years ald

Wow you are likely saving, “5o, what is your problem, Farmer Clind ™™ Hun-
dred-year-old cow pies must be firm and packed down! Troe encugh. . ankess
the fin roof of the bam has holes in it the size of Haley's Comet and we've just
had torrential rains. Another guestion I have for the Lord some day, how come it
doesn’t rain when yon need it on the crops but it pours when you have to dig in
COW mamre?

As we walk — actually slog — info the bam it 15 clear this will be a story for
the ages. I'm talking knes deep in ancient cow manure 50 thick smd gooey I can
barely lift one foot in front of the other And natarally, when I tske a step the
bovine feces splatter all over me and the surmoumding area.

Drouwg has another brilliant idea, we will submerge 3 small bilze pump in the lig-
nid dung and pipe it oght out the window. I am constantly amarzed at the ingenuity
requited to be 3 farmer. . but I'm leaming so very much!

Haturally it is MY JOB to hold the littdle pump under the water'prehistoric
mastodon dung while Doag props the hose on the window =ill. That was working
jqust fine util T allowed the pomip to rise slizhtly losmg its vaonom. With a leok
of frustration and disdain Dioug tumed o tell me to hold the pump deeper in the
mmck and mire

As he addressed me (@ bit foo harshly in my opimion)) the hose pipe dislodzed
from the windowr and took dead zim at ME. I dropped the pamp into the shidge,
cansing it to suck even harder, and Twas blasted with the full force of a cow
manure firehose! [ was mmmediately blinded; 1 ingested heaven only knows how

omch grainy, putrid cow droppings; mwy ears filled to overflowing, .. I was tofally
deluged by an E-COLI shower! I dared mot scream lest T swallowr a termuinal dose,
I could not nm a5 mwy fully submerged boots seemed forever vacuum-held a foot
below the surface dung. My shirt was bursting buttons, oy pants heaped ligh
pemified mapure dripping oo ooy hair. . T thought Doug was going to pass oat!
Omce he finally repained composnore he FINATTY simed the mamirs siream back
out the window.

Gaspmg for 2o I looked at my friend, “Ya konow " I said “if amy other bu-
man on planet earth did that to me they would die right now!™ With that crooked
smile and 3 torinkle in his eye Doug replisd, ““Veah bt it's me huh? And we are
friends. Wanna go have some hmch™ (Lonch? How
can amyone think about hmch after that? Hmomnom,
spunded like a good idea to me.)

Pemmning to the farmbouse [ began hosing myself
down, hose down ooy shirt, down my pant legs, head o
toe, when Barbara peeked ot the door, “What are v'all
doing™ che asked “0h, just pot into & bit of 8 mess.™
I explaimed “and don’t want to drag it into the honse.™
Dipug chuckled “Pollard, you are a trip!™ Indeed T am.

Comic relief on Harrell Hill Fanms, once agam I
dodead a bullet — death by e-coli emerzion. Thank you,
Lord!

Humbled in the Hills,

Fammer Clint

How beautffhl upon the mouniains are the feer of kim thar bningeth good
mdings, thar publisheth peace; thad bringeth good ndings of good, fhad
publisherh salvation; that saith nnie Zien, Thy God redgreth! Diaiah 52:7

EXPERIENCED HIKE LEADERS WANTED for “Thoe

Grandiathoer Challenge™ program 1or at-risk, Sstrugegling
Kids, Pleass aee Tinyurl.comydThelasonProject 2019 for
miore information, and send iINnguiries To
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Pemm to text.

13. Acmally, in Mambers 7, the phrass is bavvom, where the *a’ in bayvvom repre-

sents the definite article, “the”, meaning “on the day [xth]", nnlike bevam, which

lacks the article. Fetum to text.

14. McCabe BV, interview mn Creation 32(3):16-19, 2010; creation cony'mc-

cabe; Graves, DG, .. when Yabeh God made the earth and the hesvens “—a
for the right ranslation of Mo [bayam] in Genesis 2:4, J. Crestion

23(3:119-122 2002 Fetorn to text.

15. Ordinal numbers are used to rafer, for example, to the order of runners finish-

ing a race—dfirst, second, third, etc., a5 opposed o cardinal oumbers: one, twao,

thrae, etc. Behum to ext

15. An English Bible version that reflects this distmcton is the NASE. Femm 1o

e,

17. And this pumbering pattern, mchading the deliberate use of the definite article

for Diay 6 (and Day 7 in Genesis 2:2-3, as well as for all the days m the Muombers

paszage) hother emphasizes this. Sarfati, 1., The munbering pattern of (Genesis, 1.

Creation 17(X):60-61, 2003; creation com/mmmhering—after Steinmann &4 wrm

&5 an ordinal mumber and the meaning of Genesis 1:5, Jonmal of the Exvangelical

Theological Saciety (JETS) 4325577584, 2002. Fetam to text.

18. Basil, Hexaémeron 2:8, AD 370, mewadventorg/fathers/ 32012 him; see also

{remesis means what it savs: Basil (AD 329-379), Creation 16(4)-23—53 Septem-

ber 1904 creation comubasil. Fetum fo fext.

12. For a detailed critque of some of the compromising attempis to deay the

history of Genesis based on literary style, see Eay, M., On literary theornists” ap-

proach to Genesis 1 (two parts), J. Creation 21(2):71-74; 21{33:93-101, 2007;

creation.comliterary-theory-1 and creation. com/literary-theory-2. Fetum to text.

L&B FURNITURE

| ezt IR

LA
)
=]
7
&

Standing Up for What is Pure

By Cody Penland
McDowsil County

“Wazh pourselves, maks yourselves clean; pri away the
avil gf your doings_from bgfore My aves. Ceaze fo do avil,
learn to do pood; seek justice, rebuke the opprassor; de-
Jend the fatheriess, plead for the widow * — Isaiszh 1:146-17
ETW

You're on break at work. Yon're siffing there aating
those that are non-believers—when one of thern shares a dirty, sexnally-fueled
ramhling that passes as bumar Your friends chockle, and for some reason, von fall
in line and langh af it tooe. Sound fapuliar?

Tt sesms to be the easiest and most popular thing o fall in with the world, ea-
joying things that the Bible says are not pure. We say dirty things, we cuss, watch
dirty mowvies, and listen to dirty mnsic. We read our Bibles and we go through the
modions at church then we live oo different than the rest of the world for the rest
of the week_ Hallelujah if you have sought and achieved a more Bikblical sense of
purity in your actions out in our minisiry field that is Earth. You're not alone if
yvou souggle with thizs from time o Hme.

I frequently encoumter all these things at work, in conversation, in the grocery
store, while turming the dial on the radio; yon name it, it's there. Whether they are
in the world or identify a5 Christian many people constantly engame in flattery
and halfmuths. There is a great issue in the world in its understanding of what
is pure and right. I know what yon're thinking, “Well Cody, as long as [ live the
best thar I can and look the part, it does not sffect me night?™ The Bible wronld
disagres with you.

Orther than the Iszish passage that stands shove this amicle (clearly telling us
to cease to do evil, do zood), Paul told the charch in Philippd that, . whatever
thing: are frug, whatever things are noble, whatover things arg just, whatever
rhingz are pure, Whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, i
rhare iz any rue virtue and i there is anyihing praizewortiy—meditare on thase
thingz * (Phil. 4:8). The sitess placed upon the phrazes “are.” and “thers is™ are
guite telling. To know what is pure. ask yourself, “Dioes the Bible azree that what
I am thinkine or doing is pare? Prajseworthy ™

We knowy there is an issue. We know there is a problem Wheat is there to do
sbout it? Isaizh, Philippians, and Prowverbs sayv it clear as crystal: Confroat it at
the source in our owm lives, and in the world aroand us. What does Proverbs say?
“As mon shavpens iron, o a man sharpans the countanance of kiz frend ™ (Prow,
27:17). The passage does oot say “Christian friend ™ “brother,™ nor “other church
member.” In fact, when one nvestgates a Hebrew lexicon, they will find words
like “brother,”™ “friend ™ “companion.™ and even words like “ciizen”™ and “znother
person” Dip not get it twisted, nor attempt o cheat yourself in the refizal of re-
sponsibility that is the statement, “that is berween them and Christ ™ We are called
to confront a1l thet is not pure in the chorch AN in the world. Paul rebuked Peter
bacause Peter was wrong (Galatians 1), Jesus did the same (Blark &), so we are
definitely to do this in our clurches just as noach,

How do we confront such issues in the world? First, I encourage you o live
it in your own lives. Dho as the prophet Izaiah said to the Jodeans in chapter one,
and leam to do geod, ming away from the evil you leamed and inherited from
the world. Secondly, kesp the impurities ont of your home. This is not to say
that yvou should mot have non-believers in your home—qguite the conmary—but
instead to keep the dirty music and movies out of your ome. T find happiness in
seping the response that many Christian people have had considering Wetfix's
release of “Messish * We nmst refiose to partake in things that are not Christlike.
Stop buying these songs off iTunes, stop buying these movies, and stop warch-
ing these things on sireamimg apps. Lastly, we should be ready to confront these
dirty things. doing this in truth and love. In all comection and confromtation the
Christian is conumanded to do this in gentleness and love (Galatians §:1, Ephe-
siams 4:33).

Admittedly, I find it edncational to view or listen to certain things that are
infegral pieces of the world around ws—however, if your intention is to listen to it
in enjovment, or you find yourself becoming enamaored with things of the world,
we must cast that out of our lives. Matthew 5:20a reminds us that “4nd §frhy right
ave affend thee, pluck It out, and cast if from thee. ~ Later, we read thai "No man
Can servee iwe masters... Ie cannot semee God and mammmen ™ (Man. 6224 We
st equip oursebees bt konow that we are stll foreizn ambassadiors for Christ
that live on this planet. The Christian shonld already know quite well what is go-
ing om arcund them just from experience.

If we engame with the things of this world that are blatantly unclesn then howr

can we be the =alt of the earth? How can you expect to win souls for Christ if
vou're displaving that He has made no real change in vour own life? I close in
the spirit of Branch Rickey in the movie “427 when I say thar One day, God
will waich the entitety of your life with yvou standimg in juderment, and He will
ask why yvou denied the standard that He has for us in those moments. I am quite
confident that “T wanted to fitin ™ or “T did not want © lose oy fends™ will not
be adequate answers.
T am a Youth Leader at First Baprist Church of Nebo. I have my Bachelor af Sci-
ence in Histary from Montrear College ('17), and currentl) attend Frdtliand Bap-
fixt Bible College in purnuing a cail to Pastoral Miniziry:. I coach boyz " basketball
Jor the MeDowell County Recreation Deparmmant

Amd above all things have fervent charity among yorrselves: for chardoy shall
cover the muliinde of vins. I Perer 4:8

PSS
oitar st Visit our new website - landbfurniturestore com
Exit 81 1-40 - 136 Worley Road - Marion, NC
(B2B) 652-7667 " nmm "
www. brenews.com
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An Act of Love
By Christy Lowmsn
Burke Coumiy

For the month of February, this animal was chosen for its
act of love during the latest Anstralisn bushfires. This small
swima] bives in A series of imdersround fmmels and chambers,
It cam onby be found in Anstralia and the islands surroumd-
ing it. During the recent fires, they allowed other animals o
stay in their homes unfl the fire was put ont and it was safe for them to come ont.
They have saved the lives of wallabies, enchidnas, rabbits, skinks, and lizands.
Any guess af what animal this might be?

It's & Wornbat! Wombarts are marsupials, (pouched animals), that are mam-
mals. They are herbivores that can weigh ap to 80 lbs. Most of them like fving
by themselves but some do like living in colondes or mobs with up o a dozen
members sharng the underpronnd lar

Womnbats look like small bears and can be grayish-black or sandy brown in
color They have very strong jaws and contirmal growing teeth like rodents. Their
legs are so poaerfiol that they can mn up to 25mph. Their hindquarters have extra
thick ckin that protects them. When a predator chases them they will man into
their tunmels, blocking the only entrance with their rear. A bite on the rear-end is
nat very threstening to them thanks to their thick skin. They also have a timy tail
and bad evesight.

Wombats are known a5 master digzers thanks to their wide strong fest and lmge
claws. They are nocturna] animals that can move up to 3 feet of dirt each nipght,
making their living complex as mmch as 650 feet long.

Wombats, when not digging, spend most of their nights grazing on food such as
grass, bark, snd roots. They have a special gland in their stomach that helps them
digest these tongh foods. They do not need nmach water because they ot most
of the moisture, they need from what they eat It takes wombais a week to digest
their fiood. Their poeop is square-shaped and is the driest of all the mamumals. They
poop a5 mach az 30-100 squares an evening.

Baby wombats, called joeys, are the size of a jelbybean when they are bom.
They live solitary in their moni- > i
ma’s pouch for up to 5 months
before coming out. The pouch,
unnlike a kangaroo’s, opens
towards the rear. This allows the
pouch to stay free from ditt when
the mom is busy dizzing.

Wombats get mad easily if
they feel threatened . They have
been knoam to crosh umdnyited
animals that infmde n their
homes by mashing therm against
the walls and ceilings of the tun-
nels. That is why it is 50 Zmaz-
ing that these animals thar like to lve alone. and who don’t like intmders in their
home, willmgly ket other animals live with them to escape the harsh Ansiralian
fires. This is a perfect example of how God wanis us to show love and be Christ-
like. These woumbats have saved countiess other animals by just opening their
homes wp o them even thongh they more than likely didn't want to. Heow can you
demonsirate (God’s lowe to others aroumd you? Especially to the people that you
really don’t like or want to hang out with? Let God use you fo pour out His love
to others!

Diear Lord, please let us be open to letting Yow wese us to show Your love to
others. Let us look past ourselves to help others in need and most of all belp us
inclnde and be nice o the people we necessarily don't like. Help us love one
another as you love us! In Jesus' name Amen.

“A maw command I give you: Love one another, 4As T kave loved you, 5o you
mLst iove one another ' Jobn 13:34 BTV
Bibli
brips./matadometork comTead wombats-sheltering-animals-urrows-ansira-
lian-fires T foclid=Tw AR OGP dSyIEIF 44 TWazB kG TV 3 Y 2B DS 92 HL i WiSoTo
zESGeozF Supgl XA
hitps./ o natonalgeographic com/animalz'mammals/c/common-wombat!
https:/fanimals sandiegozon. organimals monihat
https:/funrealfacts com/wombat-poo-realby-is-squnare

Christy Lovwman iz g Cheiztion author and illustrator that hves in the fborhills of
the Blue Ridee Mountains with her huisband and two children. She enfoys writing
arid illuztratmg books for all ages. Some of her short stories are published with
Guideposts and HCT. Chrizty gives all the glory fo God in everything she does. 4
partion af every book sold from the Small Bible Characier Series will be donaied
fo barle human frafficking. If vou @goy her books, Tike' her aurhor page on
Facebook and let her know! Touw can buyy her books ar hrips:Seww amazon. com/,'
ref=dp_byline zr_book_I "e=UTFS&feld-mihor=Chrizgy+Lowman desearc h-ali
as=hooks &text=Christy+ Lowmandsort=relovancerank

You can reach her at hiips Savww facebook comauthorChristyL owman or chris-
VssoapsiEahes. com.

A mew commarmdmend I give nmie you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye alvo love one another. Jolm 13:34-35

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Lirle Onr Of The Way, But ALOT Less to Pay”

SAESU TS0
S50
OLETH

4

OELITHE
» PURCHASE'PRICE,

WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

200lb cattle block
on sale for $49.95 each or
§47.95 each per pallet of 8

Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58@ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25@ frontier.com

Ie are of God, hitle cinldren, and have evercome them:
because greater 1s he that s in you, than he that is i the
world. 1 Jehn 4:4

HVAC

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

WHY ENROLL IN OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM?
* PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS AND BREAKDOWNS

+CORRECTION OF DEVELOPING PROBLEMS
w LONGER ECARPMENT LIFESPAN
w SAVE 10 Ol REPAIR PARTS
# FROMT OF THE LINE SERVICE
wHEDLUCE EMERGCY LISE

www. brenews. com
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Love for a Lifetime
By Diean Honeyout
Mitchell County

As T have thonght shout how to have 8 successfil
marriage. [ have come np with a reasonable sohition
Hushands do everything vour wife tells von to do. As
one man was asked, “who is in charge in your home?"
The man replied, “that is easy I wear the pants in my
family, but my wife tells me what to do.” We joke about
this all the fime and it is finoy. Most of the mme when
yon ask & man about something, be will sav you will have 1o ask my wife. A lot of
mmes in my family Pam knows what is going on with our children and the agenda
for the week. And most of the time our children will conwey information to Pam
before they tell me anything. T do not know how many times [ have hesrd “dad T
fold yon yon just forzot.™ And to be honest that is tme. It goes in one ear and ot
the other. Men we have been accused of selective hearimg, and at times I know
this to be troe. Parn is 8 noch more detail person than T am.

We have been marmied 28 years and have faced a lof of challenzes. We have
faced every adversity with God. In 28 vears, there las never been a time that
God has not been in the center of our relationship and problems. It is God that
hzs brought us throngh financial siraim miscamiage, death dealing with slcohol
abuse, health problems, and caring for our aging parents. The Lord is our soength
and the Cne we lean on and trast. One thing I would fell every couple is to make
PCEVET @ priority in vour relstionship. Prayer places God ar the center and the
source of belp in every sifuation.

The Bible says “25 Husbands, love your wihves, even ar Christ alse loved the
church, and geve kimsalf for it,” Ephesians 5:25. Christ sacrificed His life for
the church becsce He loved the church. So, ooy love for my wife is expressed
sacrifice. As the extreme expressipn of this love, T wonld die for noy wife, for her
o live. Jesus died so we could live. I benefited eternally from the death of Jesus.
In comparison, my wife will benefit from my giving myself to ooy wife. This is
an act of selfless living or living fior the sole purpose of benefitting someone else.
Panl expressed this type of selfless living in Fiomans. Fomans 12:1 T beseech
you thergfore, bratiren, by the mercies gf God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unte God, wiich 3 your reasonable service. ™

Wow, a Iving sacrifice that places the needs and concerns of my wife and fam-
ity abowe my cam This is difficult ar fmes; our wives need this type of love. 4
lowe that is deeper and stronper, a love that Panl described 2: “s great mystery.™ At
fmmes it is difficult to sacifice our ime, hobbies, desires, poals to fulfll the needs
of our wife. A Father giving his dsaghter away in marmisge handsd 3 note to his
new son in law that reads “fragile handle with care ™

I can remember nry dad when problems came zlong, ha would say “T have zot
bread shoulders I can handle it™; well instead of mying to handle it, he should
hawe been giving it away. What I mean by this is instead of bolding onto our sin
and problems we need to crucify our fiesh for the benefit of the family. This is part
of the problem todsy in marmiapes and familyies Men are selfish and we are not
willing to sacrifice our life for the life of our wife and family.

Aden when we love our wife the way the Bible says we will see oor wives liv-
g in swhmission to ws and our children respecting us. The Christian fanyly is a
muode] of the Christian Church. Fesus is the head of the choch, 2= the Imshand is
the head of his family. I have a ot of work to do and by God's srace. Twanll do it
and be the bushand and Father God has called me o be.

Happy Valantine’s Thay

Live life with “o Fegrex™
Paztor Dean Hongyoudt shephards Srow Hill Baptist Church in Bakarsville, NC.
He may be reached ar §25-383-0213, srowhilibapriztagmail.com , or Visit their
wahsite at www sowhiibapiizf com.

Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Words of Wisdom - Love
By Steve Williams
McDowell County

Here we are coming info the second month of 2020,
Most of us when we think of the month of Febmmary
we think of Valentme's and Love. It's 2 tme to show
you lowe your Wife, Husband, boyfriend mirlfriend or
mayhe your closest friend with a card or 2 box of candy.

I hate to say it but many times T believe the word
LOVE is used without really thinking akont its e
meaning. Mow when you bear the word Love what comes to your nund” When
you are young yoo think of Mushy smff, Eissy, Kissy, Huggee, Hugzee. Buf then
as you get older Love starts faking on 2 different meaning. When I think about
what true love is now, I think of my wife who I've been marmied to for some 41
years. [ think of ory kids and my grandkids, snd I think of my other family mem-
bers.

This goes along with what God shares with ws in His precious Word. God's
Word describes ws as Brides of Christ. God’s Word describes ns as Children of
God. God's Word also descrbes the Church s a Family of God. But m God's
Word, Love means Sacrifice. What are von saving? Well in a Marriage there are
Sacrifices and without Sacrifices there are problems. I'm saving in Bajsing 3 Child
there are Sacrifices. Without making these Sacrifices there are problems. And in
being a part of a Family there are Sacrifices and without these Sacifices, the fam-

1 Cor 13:4-8 “3Charity syffereth long, (fove) charity and is kEnd; fTove) char-
ity emdeth mof; (Tove) charily vaunteth (boazt), not iself, (Towve) charity iz not
Dyffed up, J (Tove) charity Doth not befrave itnelf umzeamiy, (love)l charity seeketh
nor her own, (Tove) charify is not easily provoked, [Tove) charity thinketh mo avil &
{love) charity Rgjoiceth not in iniguaty, but (Tove) charify rgioiceth in the uth, 7
{love) charity Beareth all things, (love) charity believerh all things, (Tove) char-
ity hopeth all thimgs, Jove) charty endureth all things. ” These versas tell me that
Lowve is Victorions, and that Lowve does not come withowt Sacrifice.

Jobn 3:146 tells ws how Jesns sacrificed His life for us becawse He Loved ws.
“For Ged so loved the world that (He sacrificed) pave His only beporfen Son, that
whasoever belicveth on Him should not perich it have everlasting life "

Tohm 15:12,13 “Thiz &3 my commghdneen? that ye love one another, az 1 hame
Toved ypou. Greater fove hath no man thaw this that a man by dovwn his I for ks
Jrends. ™ Again we see the sacrifice. If God's Love is ever going 1o be seenin
oar lives, we nunst lesm to Sacrifice.

Words of Wizdom

= Love is the only force capahle of transforming an enenyy inte a friend. Afartin
Luther Eimg, Jr

* Lowve is when the other person's happimess is more impontant than your own.
H. Jackson Browm, It

= Friends show their love in tmes of irouble, not in happiness.  B/A

= What we love nsnzlly manages o get info our conversation. What is down m the
well of the heart will nsnally come up in the ucket of life. Vance Havner

= Eeep love in your heart. A life without it is like 3 sunless garden when the fow-
ers are dead  Oiscar Wilde

= “Ii is not a lack of lowe, bt a lack of foendship that makes unhappy marmages ™
Friedrich Mietzsche

Something To Think Abouwt.

“Thouagh we are incomplets, God loves ns completely. Thonzh we are imperfect,
He loves ns perfectly. Though we may feal lost and without a compass, God's
love encompasses us completaly. . He loves every one of us, even those who are
flawed rejected, awkward, sormowful, or broken ™ Dieter F. Uchtdorf

Steve Williams is the Pastor of Berry Chape! Bapiist Chuerch m Seruce Pine.

There iy no fear in love; but perfect love castedh our fear: becanse fear lath tor-
ment. He that fearedh iv nof made perfect in love. 1 Joln 4218

Are You READY?

P T T e

+  Fimancilly Seable

+ Physically & Mentally Stable

+ ‘Willing to Learn (FREE Training)
+ Desire to Help Children

WE Need YOU!

There’s A Child Praying For A Family Today...Will You Answer That Prayer?

—— -
" What's Next?
’ W Wil Guids You Through The
Frocess 5o You Can Charpe A
Child's Life Today!
McDowell D55

Phone: (828) 652-3355
Address: 145 East Court 5t.
Marion, NC 28752
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The Meighbors Feeding Meighbors Food Ministory experienced a lot of zrowth
and production in 2019, and we have hit the sround nimming i 20200 In 2019
we served 3 855 families, which breaks down to 9,020 individuals. We hosted
21 Commnmnity Mdeals and distributed a total of 192,130 pounds of food last year!
We have been 50 tusy at the ministory; we haven't had time to refiect oo how much
we have grown since Jamary 2019, We went from serving 300 people and 8,913
pounds of food last Tamary, fo 1,490 people and 31,935 pounds of food in De-
cember. (Fod has really blessed the miistry and we want to thank everyone who
has had a part in helping this minisoy grow, whether it is through vohmtesring or
donations, we thank veu very moch and may God Bless You!

With the growth we have expenenced, the need for fimding and voluntears has
never been greater. People can deny it all they want, but food imsecurity is a prob-
lem in Westem Morth Carolina. We see new faces every week coming o the min-
istry for belp. Ibelieve that the main reason that we have so0 many people come fo
ns fior kelp is that we freat everybody with love and respect, and withont judz-
ment. What a lot of people do not realize is that it"s not just low-income families
that have food msecurity. Some familiss may have a decent income; however, the
amount of debt they have acquired could be draining them financially where they
are having trouble putting food on the table. We treat all of our farmilies the way
we would Liks to be treated. We hear disbelief all the time from varons people
in the commmnity whe say things like “well some of those people can help thair
self”  Or [ have also heard it said: “some of those peopls have brought rooble on
their self”. To that I say — S0 What? Did God look down on your sins and say
“you gof yourself in that mess, so vou can find your own savior”. Cerainly not,
He loved us 5o mnch that He was willing to send and sacrifice His own son to pay
the sin debt we owed! God expects us to do the same for others. How can we
expect God to forgive us if we are wmwilling to forgive others? It is very simple,
He won't! {Matthew 6:15)

If vou look at the conclusion of the Semmon on the Mount in Marthewr 7:3-3,
Jesus was speaking about pointing out the splinter in another man’s eye while
distegarding the beam that was in your own eye. He didn't say remove the beam
from your owm eye so that vou can be self-righteous and point ont the splnter in
the other man’s eye. What Tesus was saying is that we need fo examine ourselves
first. It's all sbout looking in the mimrer and seeing your own faults and then,
instead of judging others, reach out to help them. 5o as we go throughout 2020,
let it remind us to look cleardy (200200 in the mimror at ourselves first. Then wea
omist “drop the stones™ and reach ont and belp 2 neizhbor who may be camving a
heavy urden.

If vou would like to donate or volunteer with the Meighbors Feeding MNeizhbors
Food Ministry, you can visit us ooline st www ninfoedministry org or email us
at nfnfopdministryi@email com. You can also visit us on Facebook for the latest
news and events. The Weighbors Feeding MNeighbors Food Ministry is a 5010c){3)
fax-exempt nonprofit corporation with EINZ 83-0028802

Thank You and God Bless!

R JoAn's
Precision Auto Bodu

3 T 2% |lh.'i| i _-""i-'-l.-".T'.i..

+I1

_:. i VIEE

FLOT, NT 28752

We Love To See You Smile!

Always Accepting Mew Patlents - Insurance Flled For Yiou
Monday - Thursday 8-5

Friday 82 — T . -
(828) 433-1223 [ v B -

341 East Parker Road, Morganton, NC 2B655

MOUNTAINEER PAWN
<Ty SHOP  m=

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
gt Sar- Dam-Jpm

WHY PAY RETAIL?

* Brand new 1/2 carat diamond earrings - $299.%
» SCCY 9mm Handguns - $189.%° to $199."

* Your ammunition headquarters

* Select Jewelry up to 70% OFF

* Huge Shotgun Clearance Sale

* High Quality Pure CBD oil - 500mg - 3,000 mg

NEED QUICK CASH?
We loan money on any item of value
30 years experience in the business

828-765-7651
12513 8 226 HWY * Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Protecting
what's
important

“Lerving aur Moundaln Commurnifies Since 19187

V2% FORTNER

INSURANCE AGENCY

"Helping you help fhe ones you
Lave! 0

www [erinerinsmance. com

Auto-Ouwners

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
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for Burke County Commissi

I'm running for one of the three open seats on

the Burke County Board of Commissioners.
| bﬂ“ﬂb"& in being an advocate for the people.
[ believe in government transparency,

[ E?EI'!'EVE in maximizing the county’s

Imvestments.,

[ believe in nurturing tomorrow's leaders.

let’'s connect

facebook.com/voteforcristy
votefercristy.com

Cristy Gupton
828-413-3581

A e ol e e il
IMFOENVQLRTOrCristy.com

| need your support!

Let's talk about the issues facing our county!

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Cristy Gupton.
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There was Jesus
By Chris Rathbone
Mitchell County

There's a stugerles sometimes when writing these
articles. Struggling to decide whether to shars oar onm
life experiences. In this life, we tend to avoid bearing our
hearts for others to see. Those hard chapters in life that
come our way we often even avoid talking about with oth-
ers, even our own family. For some reason, we fall info the
hﬂl&fﬂlﬁtﬂlﬂﬂ&m'ugglﬁ shonld be covered and hidden
mﬂmhﬂgmmﬂurﬂnqﬂﬁguﬂmihyunljﬂhmguhtmdmkpeupl&ml
o bear and see. The mistake is made that we shonld cnly foous on those positve
places in our lives and then we end up not dealing with our inner emotions and
spiritual struggles, There is even pressure put on pastors and preachers to onky
share "posifive tmth". We bury our horts and stmggles deep inside uniil they reach
a point where they overwhelm us all 2t once.

Oheer the years, JTesus has tanght me many kessons in life. One of the lecsons
that I personally don't always like to leam is this: We grow more in our walk with
Him during hardchips. There's not one of us that wants to admit that fruth. Every-
one enjoys those periods in lifs when all 1s well, and life sesms to be olling slong
smoothly. While we all are very thankful fior those times, we often take them for
granted and will come to 2 place spirimally and emoticnally where we tend to pat
oursebyes pn cruise comtrol. Char focws will become blarred and our convnitment
io the things in life that should be of the wimost importance will begin to fade into
the background of our lives. We never really know what we are made of during
these zood times. How I wish it weren't fme! The fact is hardships and stuggles
canse us all to dig desp inside our soul. They force us to sesrch ont places in our
hearts we haven't been. We dizcover, more often tham not, just how shallow wea
hawe been bHving Cur hearts become an open book, exposing to our Savier all
those areas we thought we were Keeping hidden from everyone, even Him.

The Apostle Panl wrote in Bomsans 5:3-5 when speaking of mbulation: “4nd
mad ondy so, But we glory in ribulations alse. nowing that ribulation worketh
patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: dnd hope maketh nod
ashamed, because the love of God i shed abroad in our bearss &y the Holy Ghost
which f5 ghven unio uz. ~ In the misls, milmlations, and hardships of life is where
we grow. Those are the times when we find more imimately the faithfolness and
grace of our lowving Heavenly Father For it is there in those chapters of life that
He works in depth. These "tribulatons worketh patience”. According to Vine's
Bible Dhctionary, the word in the original language for "panence” almost abamays
mesns "am abiding under”. In tribulation we abide there i Christ. "Experience”
mesns "the process of prowing™. Tribolation “worketh" or produces patience where
we sbide while God is in the process of proving us spirinally. Then when we are
proved or tested throngh those fimes, we find hope! I bope that God is with us and
has been the entire fime He hes nsed these mibulations to reveal His love in our
hears through His Holy Spirit which is given to us.

In 2 Corinthians chapter 12, Paul wrote about praying for God to remove
his "rhorn in the fezh " Whatever it was, Paal did not want to expenence it. He
praved and asked God to remove it from his life Do you realize that (rod said
no? “And he said wte me, My grace iz syfficient for thee: for my siremgth is made
parfact in weakmess Mot gladly thergfore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power gff Christ may rest upon me. Thergfbre I take pleazure i ifirmities,
in reproaches, fn necessifies, M persecufions, i distresses for Christs sake: for
when I am wealk, then am Jrrong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. Paul concluded that he
would rather suffer throngh the hardships of life with his own weakness exposed
s e could expenience the grace, presence, and strength of Christ. Wow! And all I
do mwest of the time is pray for everything to change 0 I won't have to go thronzh
things!
nothing is going to bring us down. Hardship comes and we come 1o the realization
that we weren't sirong at all. Chur weakmess is exposed, snd we come to under-
stand our great need for Jesus. We cry for answers and stmzgle becanse we do mot
understand Sometimes we get angry, we intentonally blame God and even stop
prayving becanse we somehow believe if we iznore Him things will become better.
They don't. We have been phmped dpep into things that we don't want to experi-
ence, and we bad no choice ghont it. Like it or not we have to admit that we will
not make it without Tesus and His smength.

Crvar the years In ministry, I've watched people, good people, go throngh expe-
riences that have bronght even the most commmitted and swong Christians to their
knees, both physically and spiritslly. I bave listened to cries that have descibed
brokemness more clearly than words ever conld. Questions have been asked for
which I have no answer. My owm beart has been broken for others knowing that
I hawe no idea how they are feeling because I've not expenenced for myself what
they are poing through in their life. There have been times when words, even
words in prayer, could hardiy be spoken. Times when silence and tears were all
that conld be expressed. Times when the burden was so great vou could physically
ses paople bowing under the load.

And right there in the middle of itall .. thera was Jasus.

Preacher Chrir Rathbone termves as Pastor af Ming Croek Baprizt Church.

Don't Get Trapped in an

“Affordable Health Plan”

By Steve Gaito
MeDowell Coumiy

For many lower-income people, the Affordable Care
Art {ACA) has been 3 weloome relief for higher healih-
care costs. They provide excellent benefits and cover
pre-existing condicons. What is often lost is that these
plans are actueally very expensive plans. They have to be
because of all that they cover. The way ACA plans work
i that they subsidize the plans based on your income. To
qualify for 3 subsidy vour income has to fit in 3 range and iz based on howr mamye
people are in your household. Generally, for 20200 the income level to qualify is
for a single person between 512,490 to 549960 for a family of 3 the range is be-
tween 521330 to 585 320 acconding to KFF the Eaiser health foumdation. If you
qualify and are in the lower or middle range of these incomes [ believe that you
should comsider these plans as they are a great value. If youn are near the top of the
range or yvou have varisble income that may push you over the lingt these plans
can be a wap. As I mentioned eatlier these are subsidized plans, which means that
the govermment is acmally in effect loaning you the mopey untl youw file your tax-
eg and the meome is verified. If you exceed the Hmit vou no longer gualify for the
subsidy and have to pay it back when you file your taxes. I have heard borror sto-
res of people that exceeded the it by just 3 fear dollars and received taog bills
for $15,000 to §25 000 for repayment of the subsidy. This is, m o1y opinion, a risk
that they should not have tsken but people offen do not know and sometimes it is
difficult to estimate acoarately ncome and something zs innocent 25 a withdrawal
from your refirement account for o unexpected expense can move youI incoome
up rapidly. This is why it is critical o understand bow these plans work.

There are opiions o ACA plans and many of them provide excellent benefits.
I like to use the Health Sharting Ministries. In my expernence, some of these plans
provide networks like health imsurance. It is important to koow that these plans are
ot insurance but provide similar benefits. When looking at these plans they can
cover everything from rowtine physicals and lab work to major surgeries. There
bare-bones coverage and payments are sent from other members to cover the cost
of any procedures. This can create a problem if von do not have the money to pay
upfroat and wait to be reimbursed There are also minimum essential coverage
plans that while they do not provide bospital care they do provide wrgent cars and
dactor visits for a co-pay. These plans, while not idezl are better than no coverage.
A mice festure that is becoming available in most plans is elemedicine. This al-
lows the patent o call and talk to a doctor live on the phone and somme issues can
be deakt with immediately. If more testing or doctors care is needed 2 recommen-
dation to an in-network physician can be made. Like insurance plans, you need
to read the fine prinf and understand bow each plan works. I am available to belp
yvou evaluate the different opfions and make an educated decision.

If yon have already sipned up for an ACA plan and youn feel that you may be
impacted by the income limit and may kave fo repay the subsidy then there is
gocd news. You can cancel your existing plan and sign up for one of these Health
Sharing Plans.

I hope this helps people understand their healthcare options.

Steven W Gaito s a cerfjfied financial planner, owner gf Faith Based Health Care
amid Retirement Recource Managemendt, National Speaker on the topic of Social
Securify opfimization, guoted i sefonal publicatons ke Weney Magazine, U5
Nowsz and World Reports and Fox Business. Loves fo educate and reach on finas-
gfficient sines plans for small businesses. Has provided financial planning for
mizzionarias through the Miernational Mizzion Boand

smallmartin piers

g

David C. Small, D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Christian G. Piers, D.D.S., M.S., M.EA
Orthodontics for ALL ages!

110 Juniper St. Swte 300

Morganton, NC 28655
(828) 433-1242

382 10th Ave Dr. NE

Hickory, NC 28655
(828) 322-1250

Emergency Contact: (818) 514-1981
www.sinallortho.com
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Foothills Baptist Bible College

The Gospel Makes Things Better

Dx. Tom Walker
MeDowell Coungy

Char consideration in this study is how the Gospel makes
things hetter. Wea are pomg to consider verses in the Book of
Hebrews to find the golden mizpets we are moing to reflect
npon "Better” is the keyword in Hebrews used some 13 times
in our King Tames Version of the Bible. The Greek New Tes-
fament word (kreisson) means far more sdvantageous or useful.

It is becanse of mir fzith in the Lord Jesus Christ that we enter info a knowledge
and experience of the "better things" bronght to our aftention by the writer of the
Book of Hebrews.

We are zoing to ponder seven different “better things™ found within the pages
of God's Word in this one book.

It Frnduces a Better Hope

Hebrews 7:19 says, "For the low made nothing perfect. but the bringing im of
a better hape did; by which we draw migh o God ™ There was nothing wrong
with the law God gave to man. The problem is with a man being prone to wandst
from smd obeying the law of God. Man has sought thronghont his history, by be-
ing as good as ke could, to make himself acceptable unto God. Since man cannod
fully keep the law, it cannot make him perfect and acceptable unte God. At his
very best, mankind comes short of keeping the laws of God

The Bible says in Ephesians Chapter 2 that we were withont bope when we
were without (od (Eph.2:12). That is partly because of our inability o perfectly
and completely meet the standard God required for full acceptance.

Char hope in the charch age is the Lord Tams Christ. We have a confident, pood
expectation fior the future. According to 1 Cor. 19:19, our hope is in Christ. Our
Lord met all the demands of the law and fulfilled it all.

We do not have to produce our own righteouws, His is pat oo our account when
we balisve on Christ. Believers are made the rightsousmess of God m Chrise (2
Cor. 5:21). That is why our hope is better than the one under the law.

It Produoces a Betfer Testament

Hebrews T:22, "By so much was Jesus made a nurely af a befter fextament.” In
the 01d Testament, the high priest died and had 1o be replaced from dme o dme.
The priesthood wionld have to change every few years.

The priesthood of Jesus is 50 much different It is nochangeakble becanse Christ
ever lives io make mtercession for the people of God There mnst be a priest who is
accepiable to God and who can stand as 3 Mediator betwreen God and man There
nmist be 3 priest who can make God accept sinfnl manking. His name is Fess.
Samits of God approach God through our Great High Priest Christ (John 14:6)

It Produoces a Better Covenant
A covenant is an agresment betassn fwro parties. But note 2 significant fact: the
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newy covensnt of God is not of man Man has absohately nothing to do with the
terms of this covenant. It is a covenant between Grod and man, Inat the terms ara
sat exchusivaly by God.
In life, there are two kinds of covenants.
1. There is a covenant where both parties set the tenms and agres to them. 2. There
is 8 covenant where one parfy sets the terms, but both parties agree to them. This
kind of covenant is nsnally called 2 will or testament The covenant of God is the
latter covensnt, 8 covenant of Grod's will and testament. God sets the tenms and
conditions, and man accepts the covenant or else rejects it

The new covensnt of God has now been established with man It has been
established snd given to man by the Lord Jesns Christ Jesws Christ is the MMin-
ister of the new covenant, and it 1= far, far superior to the old covenant. The new
covensnt 3 "battar covenant _established on betfer promizes” (Heb B:8), rests di-
rectly on the sacrificial work of Christ, according to Hebrews. The new covenant
accomplished what the old conld not, that being the remnoval of sin and cleansing
of the conscience (Heb 10:2,22%

It Produoces a Better Sacrifice

Heb 923 says, "I was thengfore necessary that the patterns of things in the haay-
ens showld be purgfied with theze; but the hemvenly things themsehves with better
sacrifices than these. "

In the 01d Testament sacrifices were offered year after year. If you look in
verses 25-24, yon will discover there is not 3 demand for snother sacnfice becase
Jezus paid it all. Becanse Jesus hore the penalty of jndsment for man's sin. no
other sacrifice is neceszary. It 15 one time fior all sacrifice; it is all that is needed.

It Produces 3 Better Sobstance

Heb 10:34, "For ye hud compassion gff me in my bonds, and took jogfldly the
spodling af your goods, Erowing i yourselves that ye have m heaven a betser and
an enduring substance.”

The word “substance” speaks of wealth, possessions, goods, and propermy. What
we have in Heaven cannot be taken away from ns. It endures and will not disap-
pear like wealth in thiz world may do so. YVour inheritance and enjoyment of it will
be forewer if you are 3 pemuine. bom apam. transformed child of God What we
hawve i the glory world vill endure; it will last forever.

It Points to a Better Connty

Hel 11:16 states, “But now they desire a better couniry, that is, an Feavenly:
whargfore God iz rot azhamed to be called their God. for he hath prepared for
them a cigp"

Heaven is described in Fevelation Chapters 21 and 22, Whatever it is, the glory
world yet to come is far better than anything we know here on the earth. The
Apostle Paul spoke of depaming o be with Christ and =aid of that depariure it is
“far better" (Phil 1:23). Socdalism is certamby nof an acceprable form of govern-
ment, capitalism has faws, bur the society of the world o come will be far better
than any system we have knoam in this present life.

It Produces 3 Better Resurraction

Heb. 11:35, " Women received their dead raised fo ijfe again: and others were
forfured, not accepiing delnerance, that they might obiain a better resurreciion.”
Many believers suffered according to Hebrews 11. Oliver Greene wrote when they
were sawn asunder following happened: "2 person was put in a bollow log then
spmesns sawed throngh the log and through the person.” Life became so difficalt
for therm that it moved them to anticipate their death, reswrecton and 2 world that
is eternal, pever-ending, snd is with God and Chrst forever.

All these beter things are mue becausa of the Good Wews that the Lord Fesns
Christ bacames incamate, lived a sinless life, died a vicarious death, and arose m a
Elorious reswrection. Thank od for the Gospel of Christ!

Tom Walker is President of Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor qf Zion Hill
Baptist Church in Marian, NC.

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Pleasant Hill Baptist Church

Habits of the Heart:

A Study of the Spiritual Disciplines
ﬂFrawrll‘

By Dr. Jack B_ Hodges, I

Burke Coumgy

God’s call to salvation in Christ Jesws invites each one
of us to respond to Him by faith recerve Jegus 2= Lord of
our lives, and a3 we enter into an etemal relatonship with Hirm in and through
Christ Jesus, we commit curselves to live for His honor and glory. But that's just
the starting point. If we are to grow into the likeness of Christ as new creations of
Grod, our journey requires a comaniment to grow spiritally and practice spirimal
disciplines. Last month, I drew attention to the discipline of “meditation.™ The
spiritzal discipline of meditation calls us to enter o the living presence of God
for ourselves. It is the “front porch,™ so to speak. God iovites us mte His pres-
ence, snd we have some preparation to do. We cleanse our thowmghts, detach from
the noise and demands of our suroumdings, lay down our burdens, :nd open our
hearts and minds to receive the pressnce of the King.

Tinvite you to look at a second intermal *habit of the heart™—prayer. Once we
hawe committed curselves to come into His presence and have begum to practice
the discipline of meditation_ we will find oursalves in the presence of Almighty
Grod. Prayer is that moment and that place where we find ourselves face to face
with our God, comnecting and conversing with our Maker on 3 desp, infimste
leveal, God, our Savior, calls s and invites us intp 3 desp, mfimate, cngoing
conversation with Him We are able to have that conversation becanse we are Hisg
children.

The Psalmist wrote (Psalm 55:1, 16-17), “Ghw ear fo my praver, O God; dnd
dio not hide Yourse[f from my supplication. Ghwe heed fo me and aniwer me; T am
restiess i my complmint and am nurely diztracted .. Az for me, I shall cail upen
God, And the LORD will save me. Evening and mormmg and af moow, T will com-
plain and murmur, And He will hear my voice. ™

Eternsl God wants us to have and to experience 8 deep, onzoing. and etermal
relatiomship with Him_ And in that relsfionship, He imvites us to both spesk o Hom
and listen o Him as He converses, leads and gnides us. The spirimal disciplines of
praver, like a conversation, consists of both listening snd spesking. Prayer brings
us into the deepest work of the human spirit—our loving commumdion with God,
our creztor. Beal praves, says, Richard Foster, is “life creating and life-changing ™
To pray is to changpe—for it is through our conversation with God that He sesks
o ransform us. Foster argues that the “closer we come to the bean-beat of God
the moTe we see our need and the more we desite to be conformed o Christ.” The
whole discipline of prayer, the whole conwersaton with God is about changing
our hesris, minds and sonls o leok fike, soumd like and act like Christ. In praver,
we begin to think God’s thoughts after Him to desire the things He desires, to
lowe the things He lowves, to be passionate about the things that He iz passionate
ghout, snd to be auare of His wonderfol plans mmd parposes.

Jesus prayed. Mark wrote (1:35), “fn the eqrly mormng, while 1t war sill dark,
Jesus gor wp, laft the howse, and want away fo @ secinded place, and was pray-
ing there. " He went to a secinded place and prepared to have that all-important
conversation with the Father by detaching from the world—and then He attached
io the Father

Mot oaly did Tesus pray for Himself and ask for God’s presence and power,
bt He also praved for others. The Incamate Lord, the God/man, entered a deeply
infimate moment with the Father. He beard the Father's heart. He spoke His beart
io the Father He understood clearly throngh each and every conversation what
the plans and purposes of the Father were—and then He committed Homself to
obediently follow God’s desirss. Tesus never conclhaded amy of His prayers with
“if it e Thy will " Meither did amy of the aposties nor the O1d Testament prophets
repeat that phrase when they prayed for others. Clearly, they believed that they
Eknew what the will of God was before they prayed a “prayer of faith.” Indeed, a
praver offered on behalf of another is a prayer of faith! We are believing that God
is Sovereizn, and He is willing and able to do all that He wants and desires. We
are trasting that He will act completely and fully ont of His character. What is His
character? He is love! He is faithfnl! He is just! He is geod! He will work for His
zood will and pleasore.

A “prayer of faith"™ is more than just 3 conversation. Fueled by Christian
compassion, gur faith and prayers motvate us to move. Our heart moves us to
zet personally imvolved and commit ourself to personally iovest in the object or
person of the prayer. And that is exactly what the Lord is seeking to do with our
lwes—He is mobilizing, assembling, marshaling, and calling His people to action
and fo arms. Agsing our hearts, minds, and souls are moved to look like, soumd
like, and act like our wonderfil Savior, the Lord Jesws Christ, Chip Ingram, in a
recent teaching episode, descaibed prayer as “comounion with God. ™ As believers
and folloaers of Jesus, our hearts and souls must long after such daily comom-
nion. As so, “Let s pray...™

Dy Jack R Hodees, Jr is the Sendor Pastor at Pleasant Hill Bapiist Church in
Morganton, Burke County. He has served as a pastor, a Kblical connselor and a
International Mizzion Boand missionary.

First Baptist Church of Marshall

Humor
B Bunddy Freeman
Madizon Counfy

“LAUGHTEF. IS HEATTHY FOR YOU™ . i

A school teacher asked her class to write mn article on the | - .t-(
subject of baseball. *“You have 30 minutes to complets it

she told the clasz Sara kanded in her paper afier writing for less than a8 minute.
The teacher asked ““You can’t be finished already™ “Yes, [am. ™ said Sara. The
teacher looked at her paper and read, “Game called off on account of rain.™

A wise man said “There are two times o 3 man's life that be cannot understand
women — before mamiage and after marmiage ™

Ateacker told ber class, ““You have ory assurance that if vou repeat a word eight
or fen imes, it will be yours for life.™ In the back row, an attractive youmg zirl

sighed and closed ber eyes. whispering sofily to herself, “Tom, Toom, Tom.™

A Sunday School teacher asked “Mow, Harold, what can you tell me about Goli-
ath? Harold said, “He was the man David recked to slesp.™

Dy Buddy Freeman i now serving as the pastor at First Baptizt Church of Mar-
shail, NC.

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
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Greater lowve hath no man than diis, far g pean Loy doven i e for by friends.
Jofn 15:013

squHETrUELOVE@

= SUBARU
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Lirmited
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February in Avery County
By Mancy Malik
Avery County

Febmary in Avery County s 2 tme of special beanry and |-
love! "For God so loved the wiorld, He mave His one and .
only Son that whoever believes in Him_ shall not perish, i
but have eternal life! With Valentine's Diay in the middie of

2 cold, winter month what jov to chare His love with others. =
“alenfines have a Christian history of a Foman politician who became a believer,
was thrown into the Colosseunmn with other believers for thedr faith where lons
gwzited them He left notes of Chnist's love before he died for Jesus. That's love!
Showing love to others when we have the Llight is so fum af this tme. Children,
parents, grandparents and other family and friends love to share their love notes.
Schools, Sunday Schools, businesses and other groups will also be sending ot
forms of love. Flowers, candy and other gifis are also a part of this special dav.

A fun day in the middle of winter, Feb ?nd involves a cute groundhos and his
prediction of how long until spring. Febmary also celebrates the birthdsys of tano
smaring 175 Presidents; Prasident Linceln who was bom on Febmary 12, 1808,
and President Washington who was bom on Febrary 22 1732, What a bless-
ing from (od of thess tao grest men were for our nation; one in the nuddls of 2
terrible war between the states and cne for his nation in a battle against Enzland.
od's hand was upon boeth these men; the men who wrote the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Comstimion and the one who wanted to bring a broken nation
back together.

With two amazing ski areas in the county, there are always fiun things to do.
Besides skiing, ice skating, and sledding, there are cross country ski trails, smow-
shosing and hikes on the Blne Ridpe Parkway. Suear Mountam has long slopes;
Beach Mountain has high altinade and there are so many ways o enjoy them

Mational Day of Prayer will be May Tth this year and the theme is Pray God's
Glory Across the Earth and the verses used are from Habakkuk 2:14; "For the
garth will be full qf the nowiedee qf the glory of the Lord, az the waters of the
san " This vesr children will be praying a= well

Twro Christian businesses are oo Beech Mountzin, White Wiolf Lodge, owned
by the Waitren Family, has 3 bequtiful view of the Blue Fidge Mountins, fon gifi
shop and restaurant, ski shop and room for many people. Lamy and his family
have a deep concem for roubled children. Larry's heart is tmly geared for helpmg
kids who need belp! This is a very special family in a beautiful place! They are
ralking to vouth group leaders about bonging up their groups for fon and grear
experiences in the area in the sununer. God's namre is healing and bringing up
children that might not hawve experienced the beannfil our of doeors will maly
thrive from the exparience.

Another preat busimess is Brick Owen Pizrza actoss from the sledding hill on
Beach. The brothers Tinwnwy and Dave, make the bizgest, tastiest pizzas ever snd
ereat desserts are thers 25 wall.

As I write about Beech Mountain, T want to thank the Besch Mountain Police
Diepartment for their service, a5 well as our Sheriff's Dieputies and police officers
throughout Avery Coumty!

et month we will step inte spring and for many of us, it is welcoma! I
do lowe winter, but welcome spring and all its beauty as we slide into our next
segson! And please listen to WECE. 1130AM. m Avery County M-F, 8:50 am and
12:50 pm for Advenmres in Creation with Mrs, Mancy!

Nemicy Malik has ved 3 vears in dvery County.  She iz a memiber of Heaton
Chriztian Church. She has faught creations sciemce fo children for many pears.
She has a radio program M — F 810 am and 12:50 pm on Glory 1130 am radio.
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Health

Toxic World
By Monica Furtz-Henley
Mitchell Coundy

Char world s toede. T balieve everyone wonld agree
with that. Even now as I write this, tears fill my eyes.
People hawve no ides how nmch Fason suffers becanse
ke was owverexposed as 3 child to fagrance and chemi-
cals. As g result, be is so cautious to go amywhere. He
geits so sick physically when he encounters fTagrance or
chemicals. His head hurts so bad, that I have seen kim
hit it against a wall many times, just to get relief. It is heart-wrenching o watch.
He wants to feel good. He wanis to go places. And even if he was able to hide
bow bad he feels, I know and can see it. He gets really pale, and I know he's sick,
many times before be even tells me Can vou imagine not being able o go o the
store. because of so many fragrances and chemicals? Let's face 1t, our world 1s
toxdc! If you walk deram the aisle whers laundry deterzents and drver shests are
fonmd, the smeall is almost overwhelming! He would love to go to local revivals
and camp meptings, bt he can't becanse of the vast array of frasrances.

We almost feal mnilty, when we ack family and friends students and custom-
ers to please not wear any fragrance. Bof we shouldn't feel guilty. It is not our
fault. It is not Jason's fankt. He wants to be well. Can you imagine what his life. .
our life._is like? He gets exposed, feels bad for days, then begins o feel beter. He
gets exposed again, feels bad for days or weeks, then feels better. It is a cycle, and
be gets very discouraged. We are onrrently going to a mamitondsthome opathic
dector, who treats with homeopathic supplements and herbal remedies. This is the
only relief he has had. and it iz a tue bleszsing! But it can gef expensive wien he
must keep returning after exposares.

The whole truth is fragrances and chemicals are affecting all of us, even if
we are not to the point that Tason experiences. This is the reason for this articla.
Fragranres and chernicals are so hazardons to our health  even deadly. We are
slowly poisoning ourselves. All yon kave to do is research the word "fragrance” or
"fragrance-free”, and you can read about all of the ingredients foumd in prodacts
(from cosmetics, hair products and body products to cleaning chemicals and
lamdry products, scented candles, air fresheners, as well as pesticides). It is very
eve-opening! And very scary!

I wmite this out of a broken heart and with a beart full of concem for all of youn
We want to raise awarensss of this very serious danger and share it with all our
loved ones.

It i5 like sharingz the mood news of JESUS CHEIST. It is "tonzh" and even,
"intimidatimg" sometimes to share it bot ultmately, it is for good!

*Pleaze, pleaze do some resesrch for yoursalf EW(r is 3 website that will rate
products according to ow hazsrdons they are (cancer-cansing, allerpic reactions,
eic ). Also, look at the "Imvisible disabilides" website, which kas a lot of helpful
information.

This is showing up more and more in many people's lives. Jason's aunt, who
works for 3 major insurance company in Florda, told us of the company's deci-
sion to make the whole office bunilding fragrance-free! Also, I kave heard of more
busineszas leaming to clean with cleanmg vinegar, which can be purchased at
local procery stores for omby 521

wa*] cammot imagine bow it breaks The LORDYs heart to watch as His creation
slowly destroys themsalyas_ *%®

If yon have amy guestions, please text Tason at 828-385-0807 or me at 828-
TE5-8780. Also, check ont Women's Nutritional Health Center in Jolhnson City,
Tennecsee. Their website is womensnuritionalbealtheenter com. Their mmmber is
423-202-6216. The first visit is free. This is for men and women and children

Mers. Monica Henley-Eris Coungy Coordinator for the National Day qf Prayer
Azzociational Prayer Coordinator Monica is a membar of Crabires Chapel Bap-
fist Church, whare Jason is the pazion
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NCBAM Senior Adult Ministry

State Leadership Conference
By Carol Layton

WCBAM's 2020 Semor Adult Minisoy Stare Lesd-
ership Conference will foous on the challenges and
rewards of warting on the Lord during difficult seasons
of life. The conference will take place on May 5, 2030,
st Bay Leaf Baptist Clmarch in Baleigh.

The & am-3:30 pro event featores 3 keynote address by Bew. Michael Bammern
{“The Warting Foom Experience”™) and 12 breakout opticns focusing on holistic
sitategies for ganing peace, wisdom, sod renewal during seasons of waiting.

Michael Bamest will present “The Waiting Foom Experience” referencing Isa-
iah 40-31 and Psalm 27:14. Michaal retived from Plessant Garden Baptist Church
after pastoring for thirty vears and now serves the Piedmont Baptist Association.
He sttended Gardner-Webb University and Southeastern Bapiist Theological
Semimary. He has served as a Trustee with the Intermational Miszion Boeard of the

SERIGN ABURT FEIFIIETAY STATE LEABERSHIN COMIENERNSE

chipoza four -f'}rh;:/}f JLA

breakout ses- f ."'1‘%’-.

MAY 5, 2020

T i mrel oo O L2l

it 3 17

ferm care options, social isolation and loneliness, estate planning, and downsizmg.

NICBAW is accepting a limited muowber of sponsorship oppeortnities for the
event. The State Leadership Conference provides an excellsnt opportanity ta
connect with senior adults, senior adali ministers, and professionals withm Morth
Carelinag’s aging network. With the mission to belp adults 65+ maintain their
independence, WCBAM develops innovative programs and services and boasts 3
wide range of parmers to help meet the spirtteal, emotional, and physical needs of
aping adults, Leam more at pocbam org/saim or by calling 877.506.2226

Carol Layton is the Director gff Commmumicaiions and Adminizmation for NCOAM
it Baptist Children's Homes of North Caroling

AGrateful Girl

Being Grateful is Tough Some Days
By Patii Jensen
Mitcheil County

Sometimes being pratefil is just tongh to do. T hewve o be
honest T achualty forget sometimes to be gratefil 5o many
dans T get up owt of nry wann bed, zet into noy ot shower, pot i
on oy chem clothes eat a hot breakfact and drive towork in
& car [ owm to 2 job that T enjoy. All of that in aone hour o less
and mamy momings [ have gope without even thinking abous
how zrasefial I should e

1 am rying to do beter though. Wow, before I even got out
ofbed, I say "Thank you Lond for this day and a1l that vou have plarmed fior me " Some
days I go on to contimaally thank Him twoushout the day for all the biz and lirtde things
He does for me Some days it may be the only breath of sratiade I zive umil I go fo
bed at night. But He knows my heart (somethms else to be grateful for) so I bope He
knows T am tryine

It should come pasy though nght” [ mean aren't we reslly the most blessed people
we know? We_ Christians. He gave us the preatest most unsalfish =ift His Son and
a1l that came with that gift sabestion mercy, srace. healine snd forgivensss. Hoar
mamy fimes a day do we truly keeel our hearts and thenk God for THAT gift monch less
our material gifts and blessings? I'd goess mod memy,

I.am ashamed of ory lack of gradmde. T am sshamed that T just get so usy enjoying
all oy blessings that T forget to be gratedfinl. T have seen and been given so mamy bless-
ings in my life. my children, oy grandchild, oy ushand's oriracle recovery foom len-
kemin, nry children's health, 3 praying mother and 50 many, mamy, many other things,

I =aw 8 quinte some tme azo that said | "What if you woke up today with ooy the
thing= you thenked God for yesterday™

Boy, wouldn't thet wake vs up to gratmds?

And our lack of it?

", thut raen world ghve thomiks fo the LORD fhr Hix soodnecs, and for Hiz
wiorderfid workz fo the children gf men! For He satgfier the longing soul ond fills the
Femgry soul with poodness. " Psalm 10720,

Cioald T even list the many blessmzs that God has given me in nry Life? Inone day?
In one month” In 3 liferime? I think I might stam a deily grattode Bst just fo amsze ony-
self daily of His goodness-. Do you kave a daily gratinade jonmal? Twould love to hear
about it! Feach out to me on Instagram (@a. zratefil zirl or Facebook (@ AGrateful Girl.
Parsi Jemzen is the writer and creator gf the i[festyle Blag "4 Grasgful Giri" which
Joanmes encouragement, a fbcus on gratifude with some [festyie fpr and recipes
fhrosm i for sood measure! Pant iz married to Jock and kas hwo davghters, teo
Ereat son-in-laes and a new sranddausher. Georgia Grace Tou can find har
pocis on Instapram and Facebook and on ker Blog at htip A agrangfiilzin.
Cam.

UWeleome.

Home

savings event

Clay}on |

omes

(828) 433-8455

1276 Burkemont Ave.
Morganton, NC 2B655
claytonmorganton.com
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Christian Justification

By Glends Wand
McDowell County

Thergfore, beimg justified by faich, we have peace with God
through owr Lord Jezus Chorist: By whom also we have accass by
Juith into thiz grace wherein wa stand and rejoice in hope of the
glory gf God. Fomans 5:1

We throngzh the Spirit zain the hope of ightecusness by faith Bt faith wnor-
Eeth by love — the Law of Christ. 1- The Spirt gives victory over sin. 1- The Spirit
is against the flash. These two are conirary one to the other. If yon are led by the
Spirit von are nof under the law. Your works in the flech make clear or prove ..
that of your characteristics displayved i life. Christian character is the possession
and proving of God’s grace produced bry the Holy Spirt. Together they preseat a
moral porirait of Christ This character is possible becanse of the believer’s vital
nnion with Christ (Jobn 15:5; 1 Cormthisns 12:12-13) and is wholly the frurt
of the Spirt. In a Christian’s life. the Spirit is unified in porpese and direction;
which, in contrast with the life n the flesh we find inner conflicts and fstrations.
We that are in Christ have crucified oor affections and lusts of the flesh to the
Crass! If we live in the Spirit, we will also walk in the Spirt, not having a desire
—waorthless and empty of God's glory, provoking one another. If we are owvertaken
in sin, those which are spiritaal in Christ are to restore such a on= in the spinit of
being submissive to God, giving comection, leadership, and guidance Bveryone is
o prove his owm work and rejoice in kimself slone, and pot in apother in s,

Characieristics displaved in the life of 2 Chrstian shonld be justfied by our
farth and faith alone. Christian Justfication is to vindicate or to sef right, a judicial
act of God based npon Christ's completed work. It is God's divine declaration of
“mot guilty™ in that of 8 sinner. The requirements of justification are all fiolly met
in Jesus. It is important w0 know the act of jusnficaton by God does not make one
righteows but declares one rnighteons basad upon the complete righteonsness of
Christ. Tustification is credited upon the completed work of Jesus. “For ke hath
mada Him fo be sin for us, who bew no i, that we might be made the righteous-
ness gf God in Him " (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Reference Psalms 32:1-2; Romans 4:7-8. By the one sacrifice of Himself,
the Lord has made us perfect forever. “Nothing can be pui fo If, nor anihing
waar faken from it {Ecclestastes 3:14). Belief and faith in Jesus is the interven-
ing thing through which Fostficaton is founded. God sent forth His Son JTesus as
a2 sacrifice of amonement, through faith in His bleod. (Fomans 3:25) Faith is not
something wholly dependent npon us, but our faith also comes fom God. Itis a
gifi from God. (Epbesians 2:8-9)

The immediate benefit of justification is the renussion of sin, with the sioner
being declared righteows. This is a declaration for God that the believing sinner
is now ustified, & lepal decree of “not guilty.™ God sees us all through the perfect
sacrifice of Tesns. We sppear to Him as if we had never sirmed. Being justified
wa have peace with God and with onr cem conscience. (Fomsans 5:1% Mot only
in God's eves are we justified and free from condemnation but we are ushered
into God's eternal Kingdom, 2= righteons people. Fead God’s proazise in Fomans
8:16-17. Fnsafication brings eternal life for sll who believe. It marks the begin-
ning of the fullness of life spoken of m Scripmare. A life is unhampered with gudlt,
condemmation, fear or dread. It's a life in which we can enjoy God’s biessings and
His presence forever

Justification by faith is what separates Biblical Chrisoanity fiom any other
belief system. Omly in tae, Biblical Christianity is a person saved as a result
of grace throngh faith Tustficstion is spart from self-wrorks. Tustification iz a
complete work of God and 1= instant. Enowledes of justfication and of grace
motivates good works and spiriteal prowth in the receiver. Tustification leads to
sanctification — sn ongoing process of growth m which we become more Christ-
like (the act of “being saved™). Sanctfication ocours afier justification: and justi-
fication being a finished work of God means that Christians have an assurance of
their sabration. Without an imderstanding of justfication by faith alone, we cannot
fmaly perceive the glorious gift of God's grace. Oy ustficadon by faith helps us
maintin pure devotion 1o Christ Heolding fo the promise of justification by faith;
it is only by God™s grace, in respoase to our farh, that God kas credited o os the
Holiness of His Son. “Ihe just shall Ive by faith " (Habakkuk 2:4; Fomans 1:17;
alatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38)

Tustification is the legal standing that results from the process of “being jusb-
fied”. Being justified from zin is not to s3v that one is moocent of the sin; but
rather the offender has been exeryptad from the penalty that one justy deserves.,
5o, the death passed upon a1l meen has been set zside of those who have been
Justified, comsistent with the righteons Jodge's system of justice (Roman's 5:12).
“For the wages qf sin is dearh, but the gift of God is efernal [jfe throngh Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Fomans §:23). The sinless “Tamb of God” mkes the penskty for
the sinfial individual who submits to the conditions imposed by the Todze God,
toward those mdividuals who eamestly seek forgiveness for their sin. Tustification
is the equivalent of forgiveness a5 well as the “in Christ” relationship.

Ot of a genwine faith flows submizsion to God in response o His sacred
leadership and guidance. To sinner’s “faith” is essental to God's justification.
Valid faith yislds obedience and obedience i= gained from faith. Faith apart from
submizsion to God is simply non-faith He who is dead to sin is jostified. Dying
fo 510 is & resologon o oo longer live the norestrained life in sin buat submits to
Grod's Will accepting Fesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Becoming justified is the
process of being “obediens fhom the haart”, being “delivered” and “made freg
Jrom zin . (Fomans 6:17-18). “Whosoever shall call upon the name qf the Lond
shall be zaved™ (Acts 2:21). Believing and calling upon the name of the Lord ae
the equivalents of obeying the zospel. Faith obeys! Faith is the gniding principla
of obedience. But faith does not jostafy withont that submission to Jesus Christ
and God's Will.

The goal of justficadon is “peace with God™. And that justification snd peace
with God are only available throngh the Lord Jesus Christ. Peace comes from God
bat comes by means of the sacrificial missicn of Jesus Chrst.

Lord Fesns Christ (3) He is “Lord”, the one who exercises anthority. (b) He is
Jesus (Savior), His mission was to seek and sawve the lost. () He is the prommised
“hfessiah”, the one who fulfills hmdreds of Old Testament prophecies.

Let's rejoice in the “glory of God™ and the eventual joy of being in the very
presence of the Lord God Himself.

rienda Ward is a member af Grand Flew Bapisst Church in MeDowell County

She iz the mothar of fhe grown children. Glenda iz a Chriztian writer/auihor aff
"Sometiing to Think dbout ™ — weekly Chrisiian drficles. She writes Church Pro-
Erams & Bullenns, FBS Material, Chriztmas and Easter Programs,; ail material
based on the EJT of the Bible. Alzo resting the fleid in oiletes, fdividieal memo-

Carolina Home Care
Specialists, INC

Excellence in Personalized Care
Medicaid Covered Services Other Senvices
- In-Home Care for Children & Adults = Private Pay
- CAP for Disabled Adults & Children = Insurance
= AP Chaoice « W& Homemaker Service
~ Pediatric Murse Aids = CompanionfSitter
= Respite
Our In-Home Aldes are supervised by & nurse
wha s avaifable during all hours worked by the alde.

Phone (828) 765-4343 » (866) 765-4340

Jackson Hewit

TAX SERVICE

Compromise
on Accuracy.

Ask a Tax Pro.

M e e e o ey
| o e e by
K PR i e Sl i

www. bremews. com
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Bapfists on Aission - Mission teams are needed to do Vacation Bikle Schoaol,
Evanpgelistic Cameach, and Constmicon projects I our pariner staies of Alaska,
Vermont, Mame and Pepmsylvania Bfsion teams can make a greaf impact in
reaching these cormumnities for Christ Visi our website for finll Harm of projects
&t hitps:/haptistsonmission orghission-Projects Tnited-States Mew-England or
contact NC Baptists on Mission at 919-487-5607 or mabemathymnchaptist org

- Dlesp Impact Kids, Are vou looking for a mission opportumnity for the children in
state with hands-on mission projects designed for 1s5-6th-grade children. Sign up
your church now for 8 weekend mini-week, or foll wesk at one of thess locations;
Camp Cale Bed Springs, Shelby, BMundo Vista, Caswell, or Truet Baptist Camp.
For more information contact Dollie INoa at deos@nchaptist org. Websie

Cmbmad=man Proeram - Volmieers needed to advocate, protect the nghis of long-
term care residents Boone, MC (fune 28, 2019 — The High-Counoy Area Apency
on Azmes Long-Term Care Ombodsman Program is calling for wolonteers m Awery,
Mitchell snd Yancey Counties. Volunteer ombudsmen also known 25 Connoonity
Advizory Conpittes’s (CAC) serve 35 advocates for residents Hving in mirsing

CAC members are trained, certified volunteers who are assigned to 3 local long-
femm care facility to advocate for residents” nighis.

Tz learn more about becoming 3 voluntesr ombiedsman or o reguest an spplics-
tion, call Stevie John at (E28) 265-5434 Ext. 126 or visit the High-Couniry Ares
ﬂgmﬂ' on Aging website at www.hishcounryaging org.

Eible Sindy Fellowship - Acts and Letters of the Apostles
In The Acts and Letters of the Apostles stady, we see evidence of God's Unstop-
pable Spant. the syowth of His Unstoppable Church, and the Unstoppahle witness
of His people. Toin us for this incredible study. Women Begin Thursday, September
12 -Bday 7, 2020

Womens Day group mest (& First Presbyterian Charch, Spruce Pine 10 am-11:30
am Mitchell County Women's Evening sroup meet (&) Grassy Creek Bap-
tist Clnrch, Spruce Pine 5:45 pm-7:15 pm Mitchell Coumty

Men's Begin Toesday, September 10, Men meet (7 Higgins Methodist Church,

Burnswille § 55 pm-8:25 pm — Yancey County Contact: Mancy Ball (B43)597-1196
(Diay Women) - Angie Woody (828467-3830 (Evening Women)

Awery County

Celebrate Becovery at Heaton Christisn Church. Elk River Road:; § pm, every
MMomday; all welcome.

Bible Stndy Fellowship- Bamer Elk Chrictian Fellowship: Tharsday st/9-310 am_
contact Isabel Peterson §28-064-1402 for sn in-depth Bibls Class for women.

MNational Day of Prayer - oo May 7th, 2020 at Newland Gazebo af noon.
Burke Connty

Catnwha River Baptist Association — Children's and Youth Bible Drill - Cne of
the greatest tools nzed in our Associztion is te ool of teaching children Geod's Word
through the use of Bible Dinlls. We all know of the power of God's Word I a per-
son’s life and especially how powerful it can be in the Iives of children  That being
said this year's Associstional Bible Dinll is scheduled fior March 15th, ar Wilkies
Grove (@ 3 pm If your church plans to participate in this wonderfol nunistry, please
let s know by calling our CEB A office.

Hurmicane Belief - We kave an exciting mission oppormnity for folks in cur
Association. There sre many people in the eastern part of our state who are stll
recovering froon noricane devastatton and we are planning fo take a team of men
end women Febmary 24-27 to do clesn-up and some constuction in Fose Hill, WC.
The cost is 510 per person per night which covers all supplies, lodging, and food. If
imterested. please call our CRBA office atf 828-437-0137 for more information and
io IeE

mhﬂm hiodesty i= doing 3 Pie Bake-0ff  Silent Anction - ({htipo
tastecflocalfond com/pie-bakeoff’) in Morzanton on Ssharday, March Tih from
12-3:30 P ar Social Hall in the basement of Collett Street Fecreation (Center o
benefit hMedics] Patient Modesty (hitpc/orww patienimodestyorg) and we will need
& munnber of volunteers (some omst be teerszers under the age of 18]

Miedical Patient Modesty &= a non-profit organization that works fo help educate
patients and their fanuilies about bow to have maxinnm modasty for procedures;
how to stand up for their nghts requesting 3 same-gender medical team for -
mate procedures; and how to prevent sexnal sbuse by medical professionals. We
glso work to edncate medical professionals on how to be more sensitive to patient
modesty.

The procesds from this event will belp with our patient education/advocacy ef-
fomis.

e are locking for people from different churches in Burke Connty who enjoy
baking to participate in our pie bakinz contest.  The entry for one pis is $10. Yoo
can find more information on the pie baking contast at hitpo/astecfiocalfood com”

Creat Hope Seventh-Diay Adventist Church — Reversing Diabetes semminar is
gt to begin again for those who want to reverse their diabetes and for those who
wanf to prevent diabetes. Proven scienfific methods are shared in a group ssting.

The seminar begins Monday, JTannary 27 and continnes on Mondsy evenings, 6:00
pm throngh March 2. Free admission, but seating is Hmited so please pre-register

o secure your seaf by callme Shamyn at B28-334-0084. Grest Hope Seventh-day

Adventist Charch, 2907 1S Hwy 70 E, Morganton (Drexel, acmoss from Foothills
Thrift Store). Yo will love fesling healthies!

Alorganton Seventh-day Adventist Chnrch Event - The Giving Heart Thrift
Shop i3 OPEN on Teesdays and Tharsdays fromn 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Like ws on
Facebook at (@ithegivinghearithriftshop, The Giving Heart Thrift Shop is a ministry
of the Maorganton Seventh-day Adventist Church

God's Closaet - Morganton Free Shop Day! Sunday, Febrnary 23, 2020, from 2:00
pao. - 500 pom, at the Morzanton Seventh-day Adventist Clnarch, 2187 Tamestomm
Foad Morganton M.C. There will be clothes for children ages 0 - 18 yesrs old.
5100 Epirance Fee and then a1l the clothing s FREE and FREE childcare while you
shop! For more information plesse Like us on Facebook (@horgantonSeventhday-
AdventistClnarch and (@GodsClosethorganton

Diigbetes / Health Informational Seminar with Dr. Phol Collins - Leamn ways to
improve your health and prevent or manage diabetes. This three-part seres will rake
place Foday, Febmary 28th - Samrday, Pebmary 29th., at the Morgzanton Seventh-
day Adventist Chorch 2187 Tamestowm Foad, Morganton, WC.  First Session
- Friday, February 28th _ at 7:00 pm ; Second Session - Satorday, Febrary 20th
&t 10:45 am ; Fellowship DLunch; Third Session - Sanurdsy, Febmany 204h | &t 3:00
pHL
Alount Home Baptist Charch - We are having the Collingsworth Family in our

church for & concert oo Sunday evening, Febouary 23 af G000 po. Wit Home Baptst
Chnarch, 2278 M. Home Chorch Bd | Morssnion, WC 28655, Tel: (E2BH37-0593.

Vildese Evenis

Concerts at the Fock presents: Mu Bln with Merle Monroe - Feb, 15, 2030, 7:30
pm - 10pm
01d Rock School Anditorim 400 bam Sirest West Valdese, 1T 22600, Tickets
320 per person

Concerts at the Fock presents: Caroling Bhee - banch 7, 2020, 730 pm - 10
pm. Ticker 320 in advance & 525 at the door

The Oid Riock School in Valdess, Morth Carolins has become well-knoam
tironghout the nation for its outstanding buegrass concents. The 500-seat madito-
rium is the perfect place to hear sl your favorites. All ofos at the Old Fock Schoal
are very excited shont the 2019-2020 sesson and are kappy to bring it to you. The
handicap entrance is located at the side of the building (elevator). Phone: 823-879-
2129,

McDvowell County

Cross Mol Tnifed Mefhodist Church - Cross Mill United Methodist Church in
Marion is now accepting donstions of WEW itemns for an upooming fondrajaing
repairs and our 247 Shanng Food Panimy Ministres. Any business and'or indi-
vidual donations would be greatly appreciated. Call 823-460-9257, E28-442-8053
or 828-503-5700.

Mew Commuuity Outreach Benefits McDowell Families with Children Teens
for Christ BE A B Closet

{Baby Equipment snd Fespurce Closet) - Beginning Wednesdsy, Augnat 1st 2018
the youth sroup at Cross United Methodist Clarch located ar 85 West Cross Smeet
in Marion will laonch a new onireach mimistry benefiting fannlies with children
The ouiresch will be open the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 4-00 to 6:30
pan. and the Ind and 4th Wednesdanys 2:00 to 11:00 am For more information or if
you are mterestad in voluntest opporindtes call (228) 303-3790 or email Teens-
forChristBEARcloset{@yahoo.com

Aditchell County

Give Kids A Smile Event - Febmmary 7

Ever have a toothache so painfol it was hard to sleep? Many Nonh Caroling
children face this reality each day and can’t smile, pay atbention in school or even
sleep because of tooth decay. February is the kickoff of the natonal ATVA Foumnda-
fon’s Give Kids A Smilef program.

ECTT School of Dental Medicine in Sproce Pine will be hostimg a Give Eids a
Smile event on Febmary 7, 2020 at their office n Sprace Pine for children agas
1-2nd grade. Services provided inchade an exsm cleaning X -rays and a treatment
plan. All services are free on this day. C

Children do need to be pre-ragistared for our Give Eids A Smile event. Please
contact the ECTT School of Dental Medicine 3t 828-765-0110 to pre-register or fior
more info. A parent’smandizn will have to be present. Together, we can give kids a
smils!

Celebrate Becovery - This is & Christ and Biblical Based Program. giving hip and
belp for men women and families suffering from addicton. Any questions contact
Josh Wises 385-0061

Alnyland Small Business Center

28705 Business Breakfast 2020 Business Growth Plamming (1.5 Hoors) MEW!
Thea 28705 Business Breskfast is a great place to zain valusble local information,
baild petworking, disoass entrepreneurship, snd grab 3 light breakfast Sponsored
by the Mitchell Conmity EDC, the Town of Bakersville, the Michell Chamber of
Comonerce, and the Mayland Small Bosiness Center, the free breakfast workshops

www. brenews. com
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place a focus on providing spplicable mformation snd business networking that will
link entrepreneurs and spur kocal growth. Starting Jammary 9, meetings will be on
the second Thursday of each month thoongh October. In this first meetnz of 2020,
Alien Cook, Director of the Mayland Smsll Bosiness Center will discuss key areas
that affect local tusiness growih. Allen will also be asking for ioput from attendess
on zrezs whers local businesses need help in 2020, 2020 breakfast workshop topics
will be built from your imput. Wetworking and the light breakfast will stars =t 7:30
am with the workshop begmming prompthy &t 8:00 am. The meetmgs are abways
fvished wp by 9:30 am. Everyone is welcome at the business bregkfast so make
plans to attend

1% TH, 8:00-9:30 am Fee Waived Instroctor; Cook  Bhfchell Conmity
Adminisration Building. Bakersville £28 765 1305

Top 25 FREE Apps for Small Busineszes (2 Hours) WEW! Save thme, increase
mobility and zrow productivity with these 25 busmess-related zpps for your tablet
or smartphone. SBC Director, Allen Cock, will provide insight and features of each
Zpp as it relates 1o specific tusiness tasks. This is a great workshop for those who
like wo condnct business via their smarphone. 1716, TH, 1:30-3:30 pm.

Fee Waived Instructor; Cook  Awery 828.766.1205

hiayland SBC Entrepreneurship Cerfmficate:

Aitend one class or all six! In this series, leam bow to be 3 successful sntrepra-
neur SBC business professionals and puest presenters will increase your busingsss
savvy by providing cwrent and applicsble mformation Tpon completion of 21l
six classes, paricipants will receive a certificate froan the Mayland Small Bosiness
Center which i=s a great document to inclnde in a bosipess plan. Completion of the
Mdayland Small Bosiness Center Entreprenenrsiip Certificate Is a requirement o 3p-
ply for Dowmbown Entreprensumrial Assistance Grants m Spruce Pine and Bumsville.
CLASS THREE: Basics of Bookkeeping (2.5 Hours) - This class will discuss
common bookkeeping methods used for small businesses as well a5 popular oolms
bookkeeping platforms. Arendees will gain a workable knowledge of how o prop-
exly record and archive ransactions. The seminar will also discnss how financial
statements factor info small buziness bookkesping 24 T 1:30-4:00 pm.

Fae Waived Instructor: Hemmening  Yancey 828 766 1205

CLASS FOUR: Your Small Business Taxes (2_5 Hours)- Amendees will becoms
familiar with the commion local state. and Federal tax requirsments typical to local
small businesses. The seminar will zlso discuss tax planning and strateqy for entra-
preners. The class will be tsushtby a CPA. 296 TH, 130200 pm.

Fee Waived Instractor: Hammenng  Yancey 828 766.1295

CLASS FIVE: Findmg Your Custorners (2.5 Hours) - This class will focos on grow-
ing and refaiming customers. The presentation will discuss the typical custoaner in
the area and bow to build 3 costomer profile o atract new costomers. In additon,
attendess will explore 3 varety of market research tools that provide crimcal infor-
marion about the competition, indosoy, and customeers. 2701, T, 1.30-4:00 pom
Fee Waived Insmuactor: Doum-Dickson  Yancey 828 T66.1295
CLASS 515 Marksting yvour Busimess (2.5 Hours) - This class will discuss com-
mom marketing practices for local entreprenenrs. Thscover how to most effectively
and efficiently wse dwe many marketing tools available Gain incighis to mderstand
and reach your customer, analyze your industry and bosiness environment and dif-
ferentiate between branding advertising, and grassroots marketing techmgnes. Ex-
plore the components of an effectire marketing plan in this comprehensive seminar.
213, TH, 1304100 pm. Fee Waived Instructor: Brossman Yancey
B28.766.1295

Mitchell County Chamber — Candidaie Foram, Mitchell Comnty 2020 March
Primary Candidates, Buladean Conununity Foundation Center, Febmary 10, 2020,
6§30 pm to 950 pimn, Moderator: Erandon Bobents. Hosted by the Buladean Com-
onmity Foundation Board.

The Mational Diay of Prayer - The MNational Day of Prayer for 2020 will be hald

o the first Thursday of Bay, the Tioh, 2020, Please watch for npdates through the
npomming moaths, Call 239-248-2139 if you are interested in praying for this Ma-
tional Day of Prayer, "for such a time 3 this™

Tipton Hill Community Foundation (Tipton Hill) — Country Breakfast, the first
Saturday each moenth, 7:30 — 10030 am af the old Methodist Chorch, across from
Jerry's Store. Come join us for homemade zasage. scrambled egges, gravy, jellies,

Juice, and coffes. Eat-in or take-put, all fonds support the Tipton Hill Conumuominy
Foundation.

Western Caroling Church GriefShare Ministry - meets on Thursday’s at 6200 pm
&t 31 Cross Soeet Suite 289, Spmce Pine, WC in Mitchell County

Facilitator: Carolyn Dotts. For more mformation call chorch office 828-T65-4533
or cell 825-4467-1433. The 2020 Spring cycle will begin m March, dates 1o be an-
noanced.

Ta¥a Village - We are aonmmcing the Opening of Ya¥a Village Conmercisl-Share
Eitchen!

We've realized there's a gap that needs to be filled between the production of
local food and their consumption. That's why we started Ya¥a Village Cormmercial
Shared-Uss Kitchen so that we could prowvide a certified area at a reasonable cost for
lorzls trying to sell their products. This way we strive to belp connmmity entrepra-

Sp, if you kave a produoct you want to market and sell (like jams, jalliss. baked
goods, etc.) orif you nesd a commercial kitchen for catering, having a private Pop
Up dinner. hosting a class or whatever you're imagining: we hope our Shared Use
Eitchen can provide you with a sohifion.

Comme visit our space, get an application and let us talk to see what = that you

have in nomd!
We are also serving hmeh on Tuesdays and Thorsdsys from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm

Yancey County

Feed-A-Child Yancey County - Higgins fills bags on the second Tuesday of each
month. We have been forimats to have enongh violuntesrs o £l the bags so far.
They ars gomg to confinue the program this smnmer torough the chaches in the
coumty that have Wednesday night meals. If you have aoy guestions about Fead-A-
Child they can be directed to Bill & WNamcy Watkinsg st E38-675-33467.

Burnsville Wedding Expo - Pebroary 15 (@ 11:00 am - 3:00 pm - 35

The Bumsvills Wedding Expo mmvites brides-to-be, and their fiances, farily and
friends, to meet local vendors and explore ares options for WHC weddings.

A favorite expo tradifion returns with brides digging through a tierad cake to
find 3 weddings band hidden insids. The lucky parmicipant who uneovers the ring
gais to kesep it

The expo showcases approximately 35 vendors inchuding venwes, planners,
dress shops, menswear retailers, flonsts, statoners, caterers, jewelars, photogra-
phers, videographers, DFs, ransportation companies and more.

Alibough many aspects of the wedding planming process are camied owt through
25 highly personalized s 2 wedding, matching personalities can be as important
a5 companng bodeets and calendars. Anendees can talk with vendors, sampls

Bumsville and the sormoumding Bloe Ridge Moumntsine are a popular spot for
wedding ceremonies and recapticns for local residents and those plamung destina-
ton weddings. Dowmtoem Bumsville offers a couple of vemie options right oo

Pruning Worlahop

by B.C. Cooperative Extension, Yancey County

Date And Time - Sat, February 22, 2020 - 1:00 PRI — 3:30 PM EST
311 Arbuckle Boad, Burnsville, WC 28714

Vegetable Fermentation Worlshop

Thursday, Febraary § 2020 at 5:30 PA — 7-30 P
4] Charlie Browm Fd Bumswlle, NC 28714
Thursday, Feb 6 5:30-7:30 P

Fermenting verstables 13 a fin and delicions way to increase dippsability and
poirition of vegetables while preserving the garden’s harvest for later enjoyment!
JToin Olivia Sanders of Soil Shine Farm & Ferments to learn the ins and ouats of
fermenting your own vegefables. The class will be hands-on and you'll g8t to
tzke bome 3 quart of sawerkraui-to-be. The price inchades materials for 3 goart
of organic sauerkrant, and there will be additional equipment and books for sale.
This class makes a great zift or 3 way o conumit 1o vour Mew Year's resolution of
eating healthier!

Olivia Sanders has besn a fan of fermentation in variows fonns smce college,
when she had sccess to endless vegetables from her college’s farm and couldn’t
eat amy more salads. For ber, fermentation and gardening have slways mons hand
in kand as ways to improve your health and that of the land She snd her parmes
founded Sodl Shine Farmn & Ferments, 2 smsll farm and fapmenting businscs bo-
cated in Celo, WC, in the spring of 2019, They sell a wide variety of homsgrown,
organic fermented products at the Yancey County Fanners Market and many small
stores in Vancey and Mitchell County. Follow them on Facebook and Instagram
for updates from the zarden and Eitchen, Soil Shins Farm & Ferments

Cost is 320. Register online bere: hitps:/fwnw locallygoodfanm. com'products’
vegetable-fermentation-with-olivia-sanders-of-soil-shine-fanmn

NOTES

warw. brenews com

February 2020 - Blue Fidge Chnistian Mews page 29



Justification
By David Valls
Mitchell Couny

This month. we will be confnmng our series of artcles
ahout the porposes of salvaton. This article will focwes
rightecus in the sight of God, or to be made acceptable in
hiz sight Christ places His nphtesusness on our accoumt the
miment we are saved. Mamy people have been persuaded
that when we stand before God, the zoodwill outweighs the bad and that will make
them acceptable in His sight. While this may be a comvenient theology, nothing
could be further from the tuth! My friends, the reality is oar good is never good
enouzh and our bad is worse than we think. The Bible says there is none righteous,
no not one. Our rightecusness amounts o fildy rags when compared with the
rightecuzness of God. If Adam could not save himself, don't think that we can be
spared from the curse of sin apart from jostfication. The only way we will be made
acceptable, is if the blood has been applied to our soul. Withont the shedding of
blpod, thers is no remission of sins. Jesus paid 3 debt He didn't owe. He took God's
wrath for cur sins upon Himself and is not guitty, He hore oar sins in His owm body
and He died in our place. It does not make ws not guiley; it simply mesns He does
nat hold the gailt to our account. He paid tee balance for our sins. He put it oo His.
acconnt and its paid in full! We read n the Bible the parable of the servant who
owed a great debt to his master. He begged forgiveness and his master had ompas-
sion on him and forgsve his debe. That ooy friemds is a justificamson! That's the kove
and compassion our Savior kas for us. If we could have achieved this on o owm,
Jesus wounld have never had to die.. bt we can't save ourselves! The Bible says for
by prace you are saved and thronzh farth and not of yourselves, it s the gift of God
not of works lest any man shonld boast. We can take pothing from por could we
add amything to if. We are saved not by our own works bt by the redempiive wwork
of Christ. If we could jstify ourselves that would take the emphasis of our justifica-
tion off of Christ and place it on vs. It was God's desipn that the emphasic abaays is
on Christ As the old song says. ™ On Christ the splid reck T stand all other zround
is smmking sand ™ Lat us also remember if we camnot forgive others, we will not be
forgiven The servant that had his debt forgiven had someone whe owed him a debt
and yet be failed to demonsirate the same forgiveness he had received. In the end
he himself was not forgiven becanse his master saw that ke had no compassion. God
commended His love toward us by sending His only begotten son to fake our place
and fiorgive our ranseressions. What a wonderful Savior we serve! May we ever
praizse His HOLY name!

Denid Falls attends Middlg Diztrict Freewill Bapiist Church in Brladean. Tam
Jrome Mitchell Connty. I have bean the adult class Sunday school teacher for the
st 13 years.

Yoted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

NC General Assembly Must Do More to
Protect Churches from Mass Shooters
By Rev. Mark Creach

After 3 gumman opened fire in the West Freeway
Chuarch of Christ daring a worship service last month
the Aczcociated Press noted that 2019 was “one of the
WOIst years in recent history for attacks on religions
groups of places of worship.™

According to the Violence Project Datzbase, which
is funded by the Wational Insmiute of fustce, “mass
shoptings in places of worship are becoming more frequent, starting in the mid-
2000, amd the mamber of shootings motivated by religious hate has increased
most dramatically m the last five vears.™

But the shooting that took place at the West Freeway Church of Choist in Whire
Seftiement, Texas, shows parshioners” understanding of Jesus” command to “morn
the other cheek ™ doesn't mean they should give up their right to self-defense. The
charch in White Seftflernent had 3 secority team that swiftly took down the assail-
anf. The sunman killed tono, but it conld have been 3 nmch desdbisr scensrio.

Like West Freeway Church of Christ in the Lone Star State, many chmoches
across the Tar Heel state have also developed voluntary security teams that have
concealed cary pemnits and are “packing beat ™ By the time the parishioners of
these houses of worship start with the opening prayer, the policies and plans of
their security teams are already working.

Morth Carolina law allows firearms in charches unbess the church prohibits
them. Meverteless, the stare forbids puns m schools. S0, what happens, in this
day of escalating charch shootings, if your church is meeting in a school building
a5 many currently do across the state? It could only mesm parishisners would be
enfirely vulnerable for some mass shooter motivated by sthnoreligiows, aofi-
Christian hate or sorme other imendly reason God forbid

This pap in protection for churchpoers became the concem of fommer Bep.
Fena Turner (R-Iredell) last year. She sought to address the problem m HE
110-Protect Belizgious Mesting Places. Tarner's bill would have suthorized per-
spns with a concealed handzum permit to camy 2 concealed handman under certain
conditions, on education property that doubles as 3 school and a place of worship.
The sun, however, could only be taken on educational property ontside of school
operating loums.

The legizlation was more than reasonable. It passed the Morth Caroling House,
but when it got i the Senate Fules Conumittee, it was never taken up and died a
guiet death. Thus, chuarches or church gronps in Mot Caroling meeting in schools
today are left as defenzeless as shooting fish in A barmel.

In the same year when there was 8 miass stabbing of five people at 2 Fabhi’s
house in Mew York state a mass shooting at 8 Kosher procery stare in Mew Jersey
which killed three, and fnr people shot with one fatality at the Chabad of Poway
synagogee in Poway, and now & church in White Settlement, all in 2019, it seems
nathing less than deralict for Morth Caroling lawmakers to have iznored Tamer's
legislation.

Unfortumately, Tumer is no longer around to champion the measare, She de-
cided to retire in June and allow Fep. Jeffrey C. McMeely, who was appomted 1o
fill her seat to pet some experience before deciding to Tun for 1. Moreower, the bdll
is no longer elizible and can’t be considered in its oorrent form. It would have to
be filed again and that's precisely what needs o happen as guickly as possible.

Turner says such legislation wouldn't have any problems gettiing through the
state Houss. She even believes thers is more than encugh sappart for it by state
Senste members. The problem seems to be that it pets stalled in the Senate Rulsg
Conumities.

Turner said she believes public sentiment about gons and pum comtrol slso
makes the matter more urgent. “T think now might be the best time with all this
smff zoing on n Virginia ™ she told the Christian Acton League of Morth Carmo-
lina, “People are very aware of their Second Amendment rights.”

Few people are likely to remember that in December of 2007, a uoouman killed
one person ind wounded four others when he started shooting the gpod people of
Mew Life Chuoch in Colorado Springs, Colorade. Like the simamon at West Free-
way Charch of Christ in White Settiement. Texas, a church security officer shot
the ponman and kept him from killmg others. He was rightly hailed as a coura-
gaous hero who saved many lives that day.

The circumestances n both of thess simations prove that whenever 3 lone gun-
man zims the barrel of his weapon at a choch full of people with the presumed
infent to kill, mass murders are less likely to happen if people in the congregation
are also cammying weapons and prepared fo act.

These are wicked and dark times. Chuoches without security teams need to take
steps o protect their members,

The Morth Caroling General Assembly needs to take steps to allow charches
that meet in schools to protect themselves,

The primary parpose of any church should be to lead people to a saving knowl-
edge of JTesus Christ. But if somepne insists on coming imbe a worship senvice
flashing a gon about with the seeming intent to kill ndiscriminately, to tske the
life of innocent people, women children and the elderly, then there is no sin in
imrmediately sending that person to mest their Maksr.
Raverend D Mark Creech iz Execufive Director gf the NC Chriztian Action
Leagua. You may contact him at rimarkcreschi@ohriztianacionleague. org or
RI0-FET-060G

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

www brcnews.com
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Wayne King for Congress

Western North Carolina Republican
Sheriffs Endorse Wayne King for Congress
Hendersomville, NC: Wayne King, Fepublican candidate for Morth Carolina’s
11th Conpressional District announced this morning that be has received the
endorzements of eight Western North Caroling Fepublican Sheriffs:
= Avery Coumty Sheriff Kevin Frve
= (Graham Connty Sheriff Toseph Jones
» Henderson County Sheriff Lowell Griffin
= WicDwowell Coumty Sheriff Ricky Buchanan
= Mfitchell County Sheriff Donald Strest
= Butherford Conumty Sheriff Chris Prancis
= Transylvania Coumty Shenff David Mahoney
= Yancey County Sheniff Gary Banks

“I am honored and bumbled thar some of the first people to offer their support
and endorsement of nrv campairn are these eight shenffs” Wayne King said. “I
have had the privilege of working closely with each of them and admire their
dedication and hard work on behalf of the people of Western Morth Caroling. I
vahue their fiend:hip and shars their passion for keepine our citizens safe. T will
aborays stand with our sheriffs and 2]l law enforcement apencies across the 11th
Congressional Distmict.™
Statement from Avery County
Sheriff Kevin Frve:

We peed a soong Fepublican
with courage and dedication to fill
the vacancy of Mark Meadows. If
vou want somesne who will con-
dnue ta fizght against the beral
sorialist movement the way Fepre-
sentative hdark Mesdows has, we
need Representative Wayne Eing
to continne that fighe If you want
someone who will support our
Eresident in conMMINE &COROIKC
growth, higher wages, low imem-
ployment, and 3 booming stock
market, we need Wayne King! If vou
want someone Who will stand with
our President against liberal attacks,
m secuning our border and standing
up for America first and foremost,
we need Wayne Eing Please let Wayne know that e has your support and vouar
Prayers.

Statement from Henderson County Sheriff Lowell Griffin

Wayne King is a supporter of law enforcement, as a matter of fact, Wayne has
public service experience and is a supporter of all the men and women providing
EMETEROCY SeTvices to us. Wayne King has worked in the 11th District contimally
meeting and listening to the people. Wayne is famdliar with the issues and con-
cemns of the district which will allow him to hit the ground moning. Wayne will
work hard in representing the people of our district with the comservative values
that make our area one of the greatest places to live and work in the world.
Statement from McDowell County Sheriff Ricky Buchanan:

I am proud to support my friend, Wayne King I have had the privilege to work
with him for 3 number of years while he was Dieputy Chief of Staff for Conpress-
man Mark Meadows. Wayne is 8 mam of faith 3 true public servant and a e
supporter of law enforcement and 211 public safeny! We have had memy comverss-
tions over the years, and I know this is 3 good man, an honest man and one that
will give kis best to Western Morth Caroling and this great conniry. Honored to
stand with you Wayne King.

Gardner Webb

Microscopes and Telescopes
By Tracy Jessup

“dscribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascriba fo the

Lord glory and strength. Ascribe fo the Lord the glory of

hix mame,; worship the Lord in holy splendor. The Lond sits
anthroned over the fiood: the Lord zits enthroned as kng for-
aver May the Lond give siremgth fo kis people! May the Lord
bless his people with peace!"” — Psalm 20:1-2, 11 i

Althonagh I am fascimated by physics, geology, chemisty,
biclogy. ecology, astrononny and other scientific disciplines, the tuth remaing that
science never was my best subject. However, I did enjoy labs in which nay class-
mates and I utilized microscopes. It was mesmerizing to be able to observe very
small objects that appear larger than they really are

In the sumrmer of 2017, T maveled with my son o Santa Monica, California
fo help him get settled in before he began a str-week internship with award-
winning cormposer Hans Tonmer and Pemote Control Productions. Whils there,
we visited the Griffith Observatory, “one of the premier public observatories in
the world One of the principal reasons is the pressnce and regular availsbility of
high-quality public telescopes. Griffith J. Griffith wanted the public to have the
opporhanity fo look through a telescope, which he felt might broaden the boman
perspective. Momted in the copper-clad domes on sither end of the building,
the Zeiss and solar telescopes are free to the public every day and might the sky is
clear” {griffithobssratory.org).

Unlike microscopes, which are used to examine very small objects such as uni-
cellular coganisimes, telescopes are nsed to observe large objects in space. When
the Psalmist writes, . dzoribe
fo the Lord giory and strength.

scribe fo the Lord the glory
of hiz name .. " e is calling us
to remember the sreamess of
our od and to help othars s=e
Grod's gresiness as well

The sighis and sounds we
wiiness in creation are not
merely natural wonders; they
declare the glory and power of
God. “The voice qf the Lord
iz ovar the waters; the God of
glary thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters. The voice of the Lord i5 powerflal;
the voice gf the Lord iz full of majesty. The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth fomes gf fire.  The voice gf the Lord shakes the
wildarnasz . The voice of the Lowd counes the oaks fo whird and sorips the forest
bare; and i kis temple all zay, "Eary!™ (v 380

The first and only mention of bumanity comes at the end of Psalm 29, “Magy
the Lord give strength fo kis people! May the Lord blezs kiz people with peace!™
(% 11}, In light of God's power and sovereignty, we noobly ask for the blessings
of God's sirength and peace.

Prayer: Lord, as we begin this new year, we commit ourselves o remembering
your greammess and to helping others see how zreat you are.

D Tracy Jarsup serves ar vice president for Chriztian Life and Service and
sanior minister to the Lmiversify. He iz a groduate gf Gardmer-Fabd with a B4,
in Music and earmed his M Div degree at Samford University's Beeson Divinity
School. He completed hiz Ph D). af the Univerzity of Nebraska-Lincoln. He also
feacher i the wederpradiate departmant of religions studies and exfovs the op-
portunily fo serve the local church throrgh interim pastorates, pulpit supply, and
preaching revival services. He and ks wife, Teresa, ke two children, Chrizstian
and Ana.

WE BUY
HOUSES

Behind on Payments?
Need Quick Cash?
Any Price Range

Call (828) 412-0822

www.sillmanhomebuyers.com

affordable

HOWUSING PROVIDER®

SILLMAN
HOME
BUYERS

Spruce Pine, NC
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES
US House of Representatives NC D:sma 11

Meadows, Ehanna Introduce Bipartisan Consfruction Consensus Procurement Improvement Act

WASHINGTOM, DUC. - This week, Fep. hMark Meadows (F-1C) and Fep. Fio Ehamma (D-CA) infrodoced the bipartisan Constrac-
tion Consensus Procorement Imvprovement Act — 8 bill to promote competition and quality in federally-fumded consmiction projects.

The bill would prohibit federal agencies from nsing a reverse auction m which sellers continnonshy lower prices during bids for fed-
eril constuction contracts. Under existing processes, the lowest bidder is in mpst cases maarded the constrction contract in question.
While tihiz procedure generally resnlts in 3 low price for the item up front, the gnality of the product, delivery terms. and other important
festures may be lacking, and promized cost savings ofien do not materialize, meaning reverse swcions are not appropriate for desizn-
build contracis that require design concepts, key personnel, and technical solnfions. The oumrent process conld compromdse quality or
require 3 new bidding process down the road, elimmatng inidal savings. The existing process also risks boxing out small businesses
who want fo compesitively bid on federal contracts

A similar prohibiticn on the nse of reverse auctions has already been implemented for construction contracts issued by the IS5 Amay
Corps of Engineers, after they found their use of reverse anctions did not reduce costs in practice and that they are ill-suited to the vari-
shility and unpredictability that comes with construction projects. It is fime to take this change to the rest of the federal povernment.

Bep. Meadows released the following statement:
“I'm prond to help introduce this bill to improve the effectiveness and effictency of federal povermment construction contracts. This is a
zimple change at po cost to the federal povermment, which will protect taxpayer dollars and put federal fumds to better wse — something
members of both parties can support. T ot o thank o friend  Congressmam Fo Ehanma for his willingness to work with me on this
issne in 3 bipartsan wav"”

Fep. Ehanna added the following:
“T'm prond to reach across the aisle and work with Fep. Meadows as we work to end reverse muctions for consmaction contracts with
the federal government American taxpayers’ money shouldn't be spent on bow-guality work. This bipartisan legislation passed the
Orversight Connmittes last Congress, and wunder the keadership of Senators Portmean and Hitono, already passed the Senate this Congress.
I look forward to working with oy colleagwes as we seize on this momentum o ensure our critcal legislation becomes Law,™

NC Senate District 47

Senate Fepublicans requrned fo Baleigh on Jamiary 14th in bopes of overmiding Gov:. Foy Cooper's June 28th veto of the state bud-
get. However, Senate Democrats, who had voted for this budget in Thne, Kowntowad to the govemor and did not join their Fepublican
colleaznes in overriding the veto, essentially blocking billions of dollars for teacher raizes, school capifal needs, health care for people
with developmental dizakilities, and prionity local projects across the state.

The governor has dug in his beels for many months and said be wonld not approve aoy budget that did not inclnde Medicaid expan-
sion. It is past time, though, for the povernor and Democrats io the legislamre to take a hard, honest look at the negative impact Bedic-
aid expansion is having i other sfates and ask themselves if that is a scenario they would choose for Morth Carnlina,

EBloomberz MNews reporied in an arficle published Famoary 21, 20290, on the mult-billion-dollar budget zaps created after Mew Yook
exrpanded its Medicaid program Following are excerpis from the article. titled “Mew York's Medicaid Budzet Is Bleeding: Some Wang
Cash Infusion:™

“Mew York is looking to overhaun] its Mediczid program_ which could mesn cats o hospitals, doctors, mrsing homes, and other
providers as the state aime to fill 3 projected 56.1 hillion budgat zap.

Son Haloh Hisa “The cost of the safety net health-care program is a large portion of the deficit. .
“Beimnbursement cuis have ‘the potential to jeopardize the stability of the marketplace,” Eric Linzer, president, and CEQ of the Mew
T 34;0-‘5“* York Health Plan Associstion said The 29 plans his group represents have been operating o thin margins for the past few years, he
il szidl.

“To help Gl the corrent hole, the state plans o delay $2.2 billion i Medicaid pavments info the fiscal year 2021 and make the de-
lays permanent, effecovely pushing debt into the fomre in perpemity, according to the state’s mid-year budzet repor.

“The state kas yet to release defails on how it plans fo close the remaiming approximately §1.7 billion zap before the current fiscal
vear ends, other than saying it will enact cost-saving measures, Savings may inchude reductions to rates paid o providers and health
plans, 35 well as dizcretionary payments. according to the budget office ™

There are multiple reasons not fo expand Medicaid, but one glaring ivony in Gov. Cooper’s nltimatmm for Medicaid expansion is
his veto of the Medicaid transformation fumding bull which would have provided more than 5483 million for the ransition to 8 man-
aped care mnde] for the state’s Medicaid proeram. MMedicaid mansformation was 4 nnl-year, bipartisan effort to lay the sroundwork
and develop the plans for 8 pew system that would control the growth and costs of Medicaid and improve the bealth of recipients. The
movernor hasn't really explainsd how or why ke would expand Medicaid in our stabe when be is not willing to fix the exdsting broken
system cumentiy in place — ome that is bad for doctors and bad for patients. It is oy hope that the governor and Democrats m the kegis-
latore will give serions thought to what is best for our state and not continne the drambest for a policy that is shown o be detrimental
when implemented elsewhere. Morth Carolina does not need Medicaid expanzion.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on these or other issues related to the state govermment by emsiling me at ralph.
hisedmcles net or calling me at #19-733-34460.

NC House District 118

Sesgion has adjonmed to retorn on April 28 for the Short Session. Toint Interim Committess sre now being appomted snd 3 fewr will
begin to meet next weak or the following week. Fep. Presnell was appointed to the JT. Legiclative Economic snd Global Enzasement
Crrersight Committes and as Vice-Chair on the JT Lagislative Transportation Orrersight Committes. These two committses are working
on their schednles fior upcoming meefings.

Bep. Michele T). Presneil
Michele.
919-T33-5732
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NC House District 86

Legislation Addresses DHOT Overspending

You may have heard that the Morth Carelina Department of Transportation projects slowed down or were delayed because of the
deparmment’s overspending by nndreds of nullions of dollars. A report released by McKinsey & Company, an international con-
sulting firn confirmed the overspending Overspending on constriction was one of two main problems found. In connection with
constmction overspending, the largest source of overspending was found by the consaltants to be a result of poor control and perfor-
mance by the department. Regarding maintenance overspending. which was fonnd by the report to be the second significant canss,
the report conchided that maintenance overspending came from the depariment’s poor mansrerment of its operations.

Dmie to the problems found by the report, the legizlature passed a bill, signed by the Governor, providing sdditional fmmding so that
the Deparment of Transportation could contimae with halted and planned projects. However, included with the legislation were newr

acoountability measures thar will hopefully prevent similar DOT overspending in the fiture. Some of those provisions inclnde: Rep. Hugh Blackwell
= Requires DT to deduct propordonarely from all highway fand accounts when DNOT's stomm expenses are higher than their bud- 019-733-3805
geted projection (DOT has nnder-tmdzeted for disasters all-decade) Hugh Blackwellidmeleg net

= Requires TiOT to seek federal dizaster reimbursements as quickly as possible
= Requires more cash balance reporting, inchnding a weekly cash worksheet similar to what the State Controller produces for all
other state funds; and
= Fequires the State Auditor to andit THOT

Hopefnlly, this legislation and the new acconntability features will help DOT avoid confinwed overspending so that poor memage-
ment and operations will not contime to negatvely impact road work by DOT in Morth Caroling

o RNOKTH GAROLINA

Senator Burr Applands Department of Transportation’s Proposed Eulemaking of Service Animals on Flights

Yesterday, the Dieparoment of Transpontation announced its Motice of Proposed Fulemaking to amend the Air Camier Access Act (ACAA) regulation of service
amimals o sircraft

Senator Fichard Buom (B-WC), who led effornts to strengthen the standards of service animals on aircraft, welcomed the Deparmment of Transportation’s annoumoe-
ment

“TWhen mdividusls are trying to bring any varety of animals on flights by frandolenthy claiming dizahility needs. we have a problem ™ zaid Senator Buarr “Ir isn't fair
io passengers, airlines, or those who do reguire properly mained service amimals. [t's fime we enact commonsense regulations that protect the ability of mdividwals and
veterans with disabiliies to travel with their rained service animals. I've been working to create siricter guidalines for service animals on airlines, and I appland the
Drepartment of Transportation for taking steps t0 ensure our natien’s air ransportation system is safer and more accessible.™
Background:

Om April 24, 2018, Senator Burr mivoduced legislaton to better align the definition of a *“service animal™ under the Air Camiers Access Act (ACAA) with the defini-
ton nnder the Americans with Disabilites Act (ADA), establish a crimina] penalty for making misrepresentations abont service animals, and require federal agencies
to establish a standard of service animal behavior raining for animals on aircrafi.

Dring consideration of the Federal Avistion Admimistration (FAA) Feanthonzation Act in Ocober 2018, Senator Burm negodated the inchasion of an amendment o
require the FA A to establish mlemaking to define the term “service animal” for air fransportation and develop minmmom standards for service and emotional sopport
amimals carried on airplanes.

Az g result of this successful nepotiation the Department of Transportation yesterday annoumced it 1s seeking public convnent on its Motice of Proposed Bolemaking
oa traveling by air with service animals. Specifically, the proposed miemaking:
= Alirns the definition of 3 service animal with the Americans with Disabilides Act (ADA) definition.
= It does not require airlines to recognize “emotional suppont animals™ as “service animals.™ Airlines would be pemmitied to freat “emotional support animals,” which
do not have the proper training for qualified mdividnals with disabilites, as pets.
= It allows amlines to only Tansport dogs a5 service animals rather than sccommodating miniature borses, peacocks, cats, rabbits, birds, and other service animals that
girlines are currently required fo fransport.

NC Senate District 46

I hope your Mew Year is off to a great stam. I don't konow what yvour resolutions are this year, but I decided that I need to read the
Bible more regularky, so I am now 29 days mto the chronolegical plan to read the Bible through in 8 year. And puess what, Lydia and
the zirls are joming v [ have alrsady leamed new msights from the books of Genesis sand Tob and lock forward to many mors throwgh-
out the vear.

In lemislative news, last wesek the General 4 czemthly ewtered nfo 8 singla-day session to atemps to et 3 couple of things accom-
plished The first was o pass a bill that would add 52.4 million to a fund that provides college scholarships fo the children of military
comnbat veterans. The other fems on the agenda imvolved attempting to override Governor Cooper’s vetoes of the teacher pay raise bill
and the 2019-21 budget. I have written much here and oo ooy Facebook page sbout the millions of dollars allpcated for school renova-
tioms, parks and the Western School of Science and Math that ate m the budgzet that was vetoed by the Governor Unformanately, the
Senate could not override the budget veto, becanse WOT OME Democrat Senator wonld work across the aiske due to threats by the Gov-
ermnor. 5o, for now, a few important budget items that were passed by the General Assembly will continue fo be unfunded.

g In other news, judicial tvranny continuss. Yon have probably heard about the egresions decision by an umelected federal Tudge to
919-T15-7823 halt Voter ID. The Legislamme has not been allowed by Judze Biges to be 2 party to the case, so we wged Attorney (General Stein to
zepk 3 stay of Tudze Bizzs' order in time fior the March primary. AG Stein savs he intends to appsal but refuses to do 5o in time for the
primary. It's a travesty that the votes of toro million Worth Carolinians to add the Woter ID requirsment fo our state constitution were
tassed aside by one unelscted judge. 34 other states have woter IT and our law was modeled after other state provisions that have been
uphsld by the US Supreme Court.

In other mmportant mews this week, Tammary 22nd was the aoniversary of Foe v Wade. I believe life begins at conception and is sacred
fromm then vntil namral death. Coe of the recent issues that <Hll baffles me is bow the MNC Houwse has not been able to override Gov.
Cooper's veto of the Bom Alive Survivers Protection Act, 5359 Omly three Democrats joined with Republicans to overnide the Gov-
ermor's vein when there were six that coginally voted for the bill. Since 2011, the Gemeral Assembly has passed several common-senss
measures fo protect life and to discourage sbortions, such as: implementing & 3-dsy waiting period, bannimg the sale of fetal body parts
and regalating filthy climics. Biore should be done bat it appears unlikely with a devoted pro-abortion Governer in Raleigh.

It is a privilege to represent Avery, Burke, and Caldwell counties.
Axg ghways, if T can be of any assistance fo you, please do not hesitate to contact my office.
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“Gomething to Think About”
How We Should Come to Jesus
By Dennizs Love

MDDl Cournty

Mark 140 says; “And there came a leper to Jasus, be-
segching Hiw, and Ineelimg down fo Hiw, and saying ro Him,
if Tow well, You can make me clean. ™ Wotce several things
ghout this men who came fo Jesus. First of all; He Came
Eamestly—urdla Verse 40 says that this man came bassecling Hing  Dha you see
this may comme o Tesus for cleansme? He's coming to Tasus baseeching Hiny In
ather words, be comes 1o Jesus pleading with Him. There was pothing moore inpor-
tamt in this man's life then receiving bealing from his leprosy. Would to God that
micre people could ses the nead for the healing of dem souls as this man saw the
nead for the bealing of bis leprosy. Shouldn’t peopls be pleadicg with Jesus today
o hesl their sonls, because if they don't bave their souls healad, they will spead
eteruity separated fom God in a place of torment called Hell? But notice also thar;
He Came Feversnthy—ar40b here in Mark we are told this man came knseling Ha
is comung buonbly before the Lord of glery, This is whar moved Tesus o acton. [
cameot stress enongh m this arocle the wpertaece of coming to fesus owbly awed
reverently. Jesns doesn’t ry to stop duis man from knesling before Him and He
daesn’t stop this man fror falline on les face before Hin IF yon really want o be
Blessed by Jasus, thean show Jesus graarhonor. But notncs also that Ha Came 1o
Balievinah—ad{c

I lowe what s dizeased lepser said to Jesus. He said, “If You will, You can maka
mie clean ™ This old boy maly believed that JTesus could do what no parson condd do.
and that was fo cleanse him from kis leprosy. Wotice zlso thas, He Cane Hoaess-
Tv—w40d Iotice ds old boy doasn’t ask Tesus to heal kim. He savs, “If You will,
Won can make me clean” Do you see what he's confessing to Tesws? He's confess-
ing that he's nnclean. He's oot mvins 1o kide bis copditon, He's stmply being hon-
est gbout his condinon. Whean we come o0 meet with Jesus in His bouse, we nead o
be honest before Him. "We need to sav, “Lord, Ikmow I have sioped and T know I'm
not mght with this person or that person. and I know there are some things m my life
and in myy beart that shanlde't be thers ™ We nsed to just be hone:t with ourselves
and with Crod beesese He already knows it all anyway. Mow rizht bere 15 how each
af us should be conuing to Jasus on an ongoing basis, We should be coming to Hm
earmestly—raveranthy—belisvingly-— bonastly,  Ifwe conld begzin applyng thase
four things @ our worship of Alnughny God, it would radically change the way wa
worship, and it would radically change the outcome of our worskip services. Inoay
bruble opinion. that's really something to think zboat!

D Devmiz Love fo the Senior Pastor at Glamwoesd Baprist Chureh in Marian,
NC He and iz wife Fick ke bean mmried for 23 years and they have bean in
Marian for five vears.  They hane hwa sens and three srandchildren,

P

Be Motivated by Joy
By Josh Fead

T his posthmmonsly publishad work Letters to Mal-
colm, C.%, Lewis wrote, “Toy is the serious busizess of
heaven ”

Tory 15 expenenced in virmally lmdtless ways, A
child’s first memorable expertence at the ocean A senior

adulr’s conversation with a desr friend over tea. Laugh-
g, sinzing crving and shrieking are all ways o axpress joy.

True jov transcends circumstances. 1t has 3 deep anchor and is not deperdant
upon temporal and festns feelings,

There are few thungs in this world that awaken joy like seeing someons Cross
fromm death 1o life afer bearing the gospel of Tesus Christ. The apostls John talls
us what is behind commnicating this geod news: The jov of comomaion with the
Life of God.

I 1 Jobm 1:1-4 the apostle opens by speaking of the life of God. Ivwas “from
i bognning. " meaning thar it bas existed since before the foundations of tha
garh.

True jov transcends circnmstances znd is not dependsnt upon feefing feelings.

Jobhn zoes on to alaborae oo this life. They had heard of it with their very ears.
they had toucked it with thedr very hands and they had looked upon it with thamo
very eyes. How? Because God took on Hech and dwelt among ws through the per-
son of His Son, Jesws. This life, this eternal 1ife, was made mantfiest and revealed
o God's paople

The result of this revelaton is stnning. Folm writes with certamuty that they
have fellowship with this life throngh the use of the Greek word koinenia, Eono-
mia meaans a “sharng mwoor 3 pardcipacion with.” John makes the audacious claim
that — becanse of the appearauce of the persoa and work of Jesus — they share
and participare in the very life of God that bas existad for all etemity,

Whar does this life consist of 7 [f we take the context seronshy, it includes test-
fying about, proclaiming and sharing this vary life with one result in mind — that
others wonld also join in this kodnonia

Jobn then talls ws that joy 1= complets when we mive this ife away. So, putting
evarything together, the ivmer life of God and the 1ife revesled in Jams is a lifa of
self-giving love. Lewis’ claim, if t2kan into our hearts, shonld izmite an evanga-
Listic revoluton in the 21st-cennary church, the likes of which has not been saean
simce the first generation of disciples.

Are you ready to experience complete joy bar nnsare of how to bagin the coa-
versation? Wizt pohaptstorg/adult-evangalism-and-discipleship’ for 2020 Gospel
Corversations Tratming event dates snd locations.

Jash Beed semes a5 the semiar consuifant for the Adulr Evangelizm and Dizoiple-
zhip Team.

To the world you may be one person,

But to one person you may be the world.
Dr. Seuss

"

Become a Hospice Volunteer (828)-765-5677

N\#7 Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge, Inc.

www brenews. com
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Context
Bv Jim Huskins
M Dawell Coungy

Ewery believer should leamn o “rightlv divide the
Wiord of muth ™ Technical Bible study is known 2z
“hermepentics.” A foundational concept of hanme-
newtics is that cee must keow the context of a scripiure passage bafore they can
nnderseand it Thegan & fonuwal smdy of bapmensaics more than forty-five vears
ago, but T am sl amazed by the depth and breadih of God’s Word.,

Ilong servad a depominaton that holds mwice-yearly Love Feasts, These in-
clude 3 commnnion meaal and feet washing Accordingly, I have taught the Upper
Foom froan the Gospel of JTobho many tmes. I alwayvs foonsed oo Jesus’ huondl-
ity and servanthood, bat I recently discoversd that one Uppsr Boom event kas a
direct aofecedent in the 2%th chapter of Exodus. Thar chapier is pam of a discourse
thar finds Mloses arop M. Sinad receiving insmacdon. Part of that insoaction
mclndes the process Moses will use to dedicate the Tabemacle and the new priest-
haod.

Wlpses 15 miven spectfics for smimal sacrifices 1o be used in the dedicanon
ceramowy. Sacrifices have beep part of manking’s ralatonship with God since
Adam and Eve, Cnar sin miakes fellowship with God impassibles sincs our Holy
Creator cannet abide the presence of sin. For us to be in God's presence, wa have
o underzo something called ragenerastion. Blood sacifice 1= part of that process.
Exodus 10 preseats 2 new wrinkls on regensration For the frst dme, God will
alzo require mmal wasking,

Wloses was more than just the ighest leader of Tsrael. He litenally stood before
the Most High representing all mankind. And vet, Moses was metmcied by God
to act a3 & sorf of butler to hiz brother and four nephews. He was to wash them in
fronr of the assembled naton. It is impossible for ws to coonprehend bow shocking
thiz was.

In that culmrs, social class was everything. The priests were lower tn rank than
Mozes. Even Aarow wonld be subsrdivate to Moses And year, the most powerful
man on earth, the oaly man whe ever talked with Elokim face to facs, is wold o
perforn a service relegated to women and servants: washing another man, Every
Iizaelite will be scapdalized. God did not gree this command o publichy nodlizte
Moses. The priests needad to be consecrated for service to God, but £rst, they had
to be clesn froan sin io God's eyes.

The significance of Moses doing the washing cannot be overstated. Cleansing
of sin can only come froam on hizh as 3 merciful and loving act. When be washed
the new priests as pam of their rimal of regeneraton, hoses was standing in for
Gd.

Whele stadyving that ancient cultaral prolibinon against 2 man washmg some-
one of lesser rank, I realized that I was already farnilizr with another suprams
leader whe stoopad to wash iz servanes. How had I miszed the obvions comnec-
tton for so lowg? Jesus also consecratad 2 new priesthood. He washed the faet of
mien wha will be the Apostles of the Church. Jesus: the hizghest leader on Earth,
the Master Teacker God moamate, will humble Himself as 3 sarvant. But why”

The context of Excodus 20 makes it clear that part of the Upper Foowm expari-
ence is the consecration caremony for a new, spaimal prisstheed. Followers of
Jesus are parm of the priesthood of all believers. He is our High Priest in the order
of Melchizedek, but our priesthood had a beginming as did the Levincal Priest-
hood The Twalve who would becouns Aposties were that beginning. Tesns wash-
ing them was part of our cleansing rimal

1 Peter 2:5 zaws, “You youwrsehver like lhing sfones are being builf up as a
spiritual house, fo be a kely priesthood, fo qffer spirirual zacrifices accepialia fo
G tforoush Josus Chreizt ™ As prieses, we have been sranted through the perfect
sacrifice of Tesns, direct access to God Almighny. According to Fomans 12:1, part
af our job is fo offer our own bodies as “Inikg zacfices, hely and acceprable
fo God ' The anly way to acconiplish that is by obeying God's insmactions for
rightesus [ving.

In the upper roowm, o the eve of Fesns’ sacrifice, [ doubt that His bewilderad
disciples made the connection berween whart therr Mastar did for them and what
Nloses did 1300 vears earlier Moses consecrated Asron aod his sons as the first
priesthood of Tsrael by washing them with water was a tvpe and shadow of Tesus
wasling the Apostle's feef.

We cannot understand the so-called Mew Tastament without knowimg that part
of scriptare which Paul zavs is: “Breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
Jor reproof. for coprection, and for raming i righteomness. " Ha was referming o
the hiooks of Gapesis through MMalache: the part of the Brbls which mawy Chris-
tians believe 1= oaly good for 2 fow chuldren’s stores.

Jesus and the early Charch can only be mnderstood m the context of the Torsh
and the Prophets. The Tabemacle and the szcrificial system open our eyes 1o
profound lessons in the Upper Foom and thronghon: the last thicd of the Bible In
Luke 22:44, Jesus savs that evervihing wrinen i the Law, the Prophets and the
Pzalmos 1s about Him, First Peter 2:2 refers o the Word of God as “spinal malk™
that will grow ws up info salvation. If we desire to grow m farth and understand-
ing, we need 1o read all of @t. The books of Marthew through Feveladon are holy
and marvelons, but we will never mnderstand them o] we place them m the con-
text of God’s fll story. That story stams with: “In the begmping God created 7

Jite & Beverty Husking ave members af Qbedvent Hearr Fallowslip.

Valenting Banquet
By Carolyn Dotts
Mirchall Cownty

It's that ome of vear again. Store aisles ars filled
with pink and red merchandize reminding ws of the nexr
calebration rizht on the heels of Chrisnuas- s WValen-
mee’s Diay! Shelves are filled with chocolates and other
delicions candy treats, along with boces of valentives for
children to exchange at school partes, while the zreeting card secoon fzamres
evarything from 3-00 pop-up cards to mosical cards, all designed o axprass love

This holiday 13 especially difficuls for the widowsad parsoa because it focuses on
& relatenship that no longer exists. Too often they are forzomen as others aronnd
them ewjoy gift-giving, deliveries fom florists, cards in the mail aod specially
prepared dinners. The widow or widower I no lonzer the ziver or the recipient of
these okens of love unless they have enrered a pew relanonship.

Wastern Careling Church = preparing for our 2nd Valsnrine Diay Bawogwer
thiose who have lost a spouse. Morgan Hall and Eelly Jones have a love for the
widowed person. especially the women They inirizted this event last vear which
was wall-received by those who attended. Beantifolly designed invitations were
miailed to each persen. Morgan, Kelly and their bushands lavishly dacorated tha
tables with mablecloths, fowers and candles, chiwa, glassware and cutlery-no
paper or plastic for themn! The caterad meal was served to everyoens rather than
baffar stvle A meroorial table was satap for guests o bring & photograph of their
deceased spousa. Each guest received a zift. & fower, and chooolate to take home.
Mdore of the same 15 planned this year. Thers is po charge for dus event. However,
ragisiranon is required. The bangquet is planned for Valentine's Diay, Fridav, Febm-
arv 14th ar the chorch It beging ar 5:30 with the meal Please bring a photograph
of the deceased loved one for the memorial tabls.

The event will also mtroduce the GriefShare nupisry of Westarmn Carolma
Cluoeh to antendees with 2 guest speaker. Sanplss materials will be available
to guasts for viewing A GriefShare Loss of 3 Spouse senupear 1= planned for
Thnrsday, Febroary 21 at 600 at Western Carolina Church This is 3 single event
desizned to halp widows and widowers who ara finding their way through gref
znd dizcovenng their new normal. Participants will ke home 2 booklet with
devotions] materals, naf recovery exercizes, and jourmaling prowpts.

In addicon, the 13-wesk spring cycle of GrefShare is schedulad o begin
Toarsday, March 5 at 6:00 pm. This is a weekly meeting tat covers many differ-
ent topics aszociated with grief and loss in all relationships. The public i3 mvited
o attend, and even those who have pot lost someone o death mizhs copsidar
affending to leam how to minister to those who are in grief For both Loss of 2
Spousza and GrefShare meefings. a light meal is provided Childcare is availabla
with advance notice. Both events meet to the Wing, and there 1z no charge for
gither event. For mars informaton ar o registar for the WValentine Day Banguet or
any Griafihare evenr, please contact Carclyn Dotts ar 828-467-1233 or E28-765-
2835

Carolyn Dons makes her hame i Ledger and iz a retired Special Educanon
reacher She is a widow with twe rons and fve grandchildren. She iz a membar af

| Waztern Carpling Church in Spruce Ping.

joTE
RON LEWIS

,! for Burke County Commissioner
(828) 413-9444 - ronblewis@gmail.com

« Your CONSERVATIVE chaoice with 40 years experience

+ | was Burke County Manager for b years and NEVER
Raised your taxes. Current Burke County taxes are much
higher than surrounding counties

« We WILL build the "No-Kill” Alice Kopack Aremal Facility

Paid for by the commrnes fo alect Ron Lewis

www. brenews. com
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Why Do | Feel Lousy?

By Mipuel Cruz
Yancey County

Why do I feel Lonsy, and niy lab tests are nonmal?

The doctor's office told me all my lab tests are normal!
This is a statement that I hear often, and it usually makes
me sad. My next question is, did you review a copy of the
test with someone” And of course, the answer is no. When I reguest a copy of the
lab resnlts, Usually I see one of tono scenanios, the first and saddest is that there
were mdeed abnormal lak tests on the report, but the staff or the doctor did not
think them important enonzh to tell the patient abont it or it just was not relevant
to their current symptoms. The second scenario is that the labs were “norms]™ ac-
cording to the laborstory scales, but not necessarily “healthy™. Having lab values
just a litthe kizh or low can certainly dismpt our health and how we feel. T would
like to discuss this at length.

The first thing that is important to understand shout most laboratory testing is
that “nonmal” is nothing more than an “sverage”™ of everyone who has besn fo the
lak in the past year. There are two problems with this, the first is that when you
consider that meost of the people baving lab tests have some sort of problem zoing
on, then we are being compared o a populaton of people who are not necessanky
bealthy.

ﬁmmﬂpﬁhhﬂﬁﬂﬂtmﬂhhmgﬂd&dupmmﬂﬂ.?ﬁﬂngmﬂm
vou fell within the average. failing means you were ountside the average either
high or low. Most doctors only look at what was outside the averags or the “fail-
me™ tacts withowt any regard for the passing tests and if they were close to being
high or low.

There is 2 relamvely new category of bealth care tenmed “functional medicine
or integrative medicine” which can inchide meost branches of kealth care providers
that take a differant look af things. When it comes to laboratory valnes, fimctional
medicine providers nse a scale that is more geared to known “healthy™ valuwes
imstead of just an average. The problem anises when people fall into the grey area
between the nommal lab valoes and fonctional bealthy valoes. It may appear as a
normal on the lab report but maybe just off encugh to be causing problems for the
ndividual

Another ares of concemn is that msurance is not allowing doctors to order ad-
equate labes. The sverage labs ordered om routine yearhy exams are hardly emough
to caich amything bar the most obvious of problems. So, if you are relying on your
imsurance to cover all reatments and tests 1o keep you bealthy, I'm afrsid youn
may be disappointed in the end. You may need to be ready to have some addi-
tional testing that you will need to pay for yoursalf

In our office, most if not all the labs I review from other clinics have either an
abnommal that was mot discnssed with the patient or fumctionally unhealthy mark-
ers that were disregarded. In most cases when these issnes were dealt with, the
patient was able to el a great difference in their health.

This mfommation is not meant w be medical advice for any conditions. It is
mpant to stimulste conversation betwesn you and your health care provider. They
may not agres with everything I am saying and that is O T would encourage the
reader to take responsibility for their kealth and research a5 omach as possible from
reputable sources,

Cuestions may be addressed to me at cruzlifecenteraemail com
Dy Miguel Cruz is in prociice along with kiz wife gf 15 years, Lesia Cruz wha iz
a cerijfied Integrative Nutritionist. Thay own Cruz Life Center in Burnsville NC.
Iy Cruz is a licensed Chiropractor since 1981, When asked what he does fora
iving he explains that he helps people pet our gf pain and fmprove their overall
heaith without the wse off drues or surgery. Somethumg evaryond seems fo want
but nobody seems fo now how to gef there. Dr Cruz accepted Jesus Chrizt i
the nummar of 1878 wiile in chiropractic school. He haz since dedicated his Ijfe
towands helping people grow in physical kealth and spirtitual heaith.

il

Persistent Prayer
By James Dobson

If s conumitment to Christ is the foundation for a success-
ful mamiaze then daily praver together is the steady, brick-
by-brick construction that provides a safe haven for pennime

Tt was cemainky true for niy parents. JTames Dobson St
was 3 pastor and evangelist for most of his fife. He often
spent hours-long sessions on his knees, talking with God and
praying for his punisoy and those be loved. He was known in the small Texas towm
where [ spent ny preschool years as "the man with po keather on the toes of his
shoes. ™ He spant so mach time on his knees that he wore ouf the toes before he did
ihe soles!

But Diad did not only pray alone My mother, his beloved wife, whom he called
biyri, regnlarly joined him to pray in times of crisis, durng Life's routine periods,
md for ocoasional belp and puidsnee in dealmg with a rambunctions son named
Jim. Their prayer times together mmst have made a deep impression on me from
my earliest days, for I was told that at just one year of ape [ attempied to pray with
them T hadn'tvet leamed to talk so I tied to initase the sounds. they wers making
&5 they commmmicated with God.

I have no doubt that 1y parents’ nnswenang love for Jesus Choest, renewed by
daily comversation with Him, in tum, cemented their own deep affection and respect
for each other Their prayer life was the glue that preserved a lowing forty-three-year
union that lasted nnfl the moment my father left this earth m 1977.

I have med o follow that example in my own booe. The conntless times that
Shirley and I have bowed before God to offer words of thanks, petitions for as-
sistamce, and expressions of lowe have srensthened our relationship. too, m ways
that can never be measured. Prayer has been the stabilizing mfinence for our life
together.

Of coursa, some people use praver the way they follow their horoscopes, at-
tempring to manipalate s unidentified "higher poaer.” Cne of my friends teasmgly
admits thet he witers 3 prayer each mpming on the way to work when he paszes the
donghrat shop. He knows it is umbealthy to eat the greasy pasiries, but he loves
them dearly. Therefore, he asks the Lord for penmdssion to indanlge himssalf each
day. He'll =ay, "If it is Your will that I kave 3 donghot this moming, let there bea
parking space available as [ circle the block." If no spot can be foumd for his car, be
circles the block and prays again.

Shirley and I have taken our prayer life a bit more setioushy. In good times, in
heard fimes, in moments of anxiety, and in peripds of praise we have shared this
wonderfil privilege of talking divectly to our heavenly Father, What a concept!

Mo appomtment is needad to enter His presence. We don't have to go thronzh His
snbordinates or brtbe His secrefaries. He is simply there whenever we bow tomether
beafore Him  Some of the hishlishts of my life have ocowred in these quist sessiong
with the Lord.

Dio pot misumderstand—prayer, when you are slone, with a fivend, in a Bikle
study, or in church, is extremely mportant and vahied just as pmach by our Father,
Bt there iz something special about praver between husband, wife, and God that
can't be foumd elsewhere. It creates a spirial connecion, acconmtability, and a boly
bond that brings soensth and stability o the relasonship. It can even allow you to
that can be dizcussed and praved over in & spint of humility and purity of motve.

There is something special aboat prayer between bushand. wife, and God.

Prayer of this kind can revitalize 8 marmmage In 1983, after years of discomfort
=nd a wagne sense of spirimal wmrest, Christian recording ardst Steve Green poured
out his heart to the Lord in prayer and experienced 2 spiritual renepral Fust 3 fewy
weeks later his wife. Marijean did the same thing. For the first tims in thedr mar-
riage, the Greens begam talking to {sod, together, on a regular basis.

"I thowsht we had a good marmiage bafore becaise we dido’t fight, we were com-
patble, we enjoyed being topether," Steve says. "But afier our renewal, suddenty we
were conmunicating at the deepest level. There was a bond of God's Spirt bolding
us and tying us together. Char relationship became a spinimal one, and it just fonr-
ishad ™

For the Greens, the key o mnlocking these blessings was a persistent prayer life.
James Dobsan, Jr iz an Amarican evangelical Chriztian auther. prychologist, and
Jourder in 1977 of Focus on the Family

Camper & Boat Storage

828-260-3396 * 828-766-4585
www.drstoragenc.com.

*MINI
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14307 Hwy 226 - Spruce Pine, NC
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Jamaary is School Board Apprecistion Month, and the
Hew Dimenzions Charter Schools wants to sy, “thank
you” o all our board members who do so much for our
schonl MNew Dimencions is represented by eleven dedi-
cated board members who devote countless hours to make
sure gur students are served in the best way possible.
Chair Feging Bhodes, Vice-Chair Eristen Fodrizuez,
Secretary Shanna Wall, Trezsurer Diavid Marting Pamels Hamison, Tracy Jones,
Drorie Evans, Jante Smith Casey Kinard, Chris Beam  and Brad Buchsnan are
fme advoecates for the stedents of Mew Dimensions, developing policies and mak-
ing decisions that belp shape the firre of our school. Our school board oversees
more than 345 stodents, 45 employees, and an ammal bedest of over 33,000,000,
I am proud to work with our board, and I congratmlate them on their excellent
leadership and wision for the smdents of Mew Dimensions.

I alsp wanted to make oar school community sarare of the new anomymoss
fip Ine. Say Something that our middie school students and staff currenthy have
available to them. New Dimensions joimns schools around the state in the first
rell-out of this program. Say Something is a school safety program for stadents —
deweloped by Sandy Hook Promise — that enables students to anooymously report
fips about school safety concerns via a mobile app along with a phone call. The
fips will be received by school admimistrators and law enforcement, who will
respond sppropriately based oo the type of ap.

We want to be sure our stadents have a voice when it comes o feeling zafe ar
schonl, and that's why we want to be part of this promise. This app gives sudents
the ability to remain anomymous while reporting vstancss of tallying or fighe-
g invelvmg themselves or others, or if they've seen a weapon at school, with
sxsurances that their tip will be seen and vestipated. The Say Something mohile
app allows users {[who can inclode stadents, teachers and parents) to provide tps
in categories that mchide bullyinz illegal dmz and slcohol use, fighting. weap-
ons and a repart category for all other types of tips. Students can submit digital
photos or videos along with text information from their cell phones directly to the
school admimisirative feam and school resource officer. The app allows students,
if they choose, to bookonsark a tip so that they can follow-up oo the status of their
fip, or anooymously text back and forth with administrators to provide additiomal
informarion. Addidonally, if 2 student has 3 snicide or mental health concem, they
can reach out to framed professionsls by nsing the app. The app is available for
download from the Android Marketplace and the Apple App Stors.

The Center for Safer Schools, created in MMarch 2013 as part of M.C. Depant-
ment of Public Safety worked with Sandy Hook Promise in response to 8 CoLOerm
noted by sdents. teachers, administrators and Law enforcement during cormpmnm-
ty forams, of a need for a standardized method for stodents to report safety issues
o school sdministrators, teachers and school resource officers.
= %Why if exists

Crver 160,000 school children miss school each day in the United States out
of fear of being tullied. Beinz able to report theit fears is paramount in reducing
these abzences, Orver 90 percent of stodents say they would nse an anomyvmous
reparting tool if they had one available. This is also important because over 80
percent of school shooters tell somepne before they act. An anonymous repori-
mg tool could help prevent school shootings and other safety concemns on school

CAMpIEes.

In 2013, one of the first activitiss of the Morth Caroling Center for Safer
Schools (MOCFSS) was to tour the stats and hold commumnity fomme st several
and law enforcement in the afternoon followed by an open conummity formm
in the evening. One of the concerns that arose from these mestings was that
students needed 2 moly anooymons, standardized method o report their concerns
o schopl adminisrators, school respurce officers (SR0s), and teachers. The MNC-
CF55 heard this call for belp and began developing a plan to find and implement
2N EmonyIous reporing applicyton for students that conld also be available for
their parents and teachers. Say Anything is a tangible aponymous application for
smartphones that as been developed with the needs of Morth Carolina’s school
children in mind

Contirming the safery themes Mew Dimensions is pleased to anmoumee our
parmership with the City of Morzanton to place a school resource officer at oar
school Starting on Wednesday, JTamuary 15 Officer Casey Kinard began as the
Mew Dimencions 5SRO, Owur stodents, staff parents, and visitors are in very
capable hands. MNew Dimensions is also excited to parimer with A Caring Alterna-
fwes to provide School-Based Therapy for our smdents and families.

Mew Dimensions is in the process of mstalling security cameras thronghont
our tuildings and grounds. These cameras will make an already safe school even
safer

Cipen enrpllment at Mew Dimensions begins on Monday, Jannary § and ends
on Monday, April & at 4 pm. Applicatiens for the uproming year will be posted
on our website and will available at the school beginning on Janwary 6. Educa-
fion night (including a tour of Mew Dimensions) will be held on Thursday, March
5from 530 pm to T:30pm A special open house just for rising sixth graders
will be held on Thursdsy, February 27 also from 5:30 pm. to 7:30 pom. If these
dates are not convenient, the staff of Mew Dimensions will be more than happy to
provide mdividueal tours. Tust give us a call (328-437-5753) or email us at dburle-
sonidadschool org to schedule a tour.

At the end of the enrollment period. it will be deternumed if there are more
applicamions than spaces available for each grade. If the munber of applicants
for a particular grade does not exceed the munber of available spaces for that
grade level, sll smdents who have applied by the deadline will be accepted. If the
mumber of applicants for a particular grade level exceeds available spaces for that

erade level, a lotery system will determine admission elizgibility. Smdents who
are not offered enrollment will be placed on 3 waitlist. Afier all spaces for a grade
lewel are filled, the lomery will contime wniil all applying stedents have been as-
signed a priorty number on the waitlist The waitlist will not camy info the nesxt
schonl year.

The support of our community and the shared desire to keep our stodents safe is
ereathy apprecisted.
Dimad Burleson is the Director of the New Dimenston: Charter School in Burke
Cloumiy

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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Crossword 251 and Solution
Across

1 And Isrzel vowada
unto the LOED $dum 21:2)

4 ther mlers will be thrown
down from the
(P= 141:6)

10 Likea _  melting away as
1t moves along (Ps 58:8)

14 the cloud was over the
tabemacle omly
days (1,3) (MNum 2:20)

l6Heput _ of aimoron
b (14301 Sam 17:38)

17 As the Father has loved
_ haveIloved vou (2,2}
(John 15:9)

18 How vou have fallen from
heaven, D mommg
(Isa 14:12)

12 Werslop the Lord vour God,
and __ him onby
(Aatt 4-100%

20 thenn that had gotten the
victory _ the beast
(Rev 15:2)

21 Youwill _ the mountains
and crush them (Isa 41:15)

23 the mouse, and the ___ after
bis kind (Lev 11:290 KTV

25And  sadto Jacob,
Feed me, I prav thea
(Gen 2530 KTV

27 Thebodyiza__  thoughit
15 made up of many parts
(1 Cor12:12)

2 Hewill __ lus donkey foa
vme (Cren 49:110

32the _ ear: devoured ths
zaven good ears (Gen 41:24)

35to Aa which s near
Aven to the sast of Bathel
(Josh 7:2)

38 thou shalt take am__, and
thoust it through has sar
(Deut 1517} KTV

39 and youwillbe _ from
vour position (Isa 22:19)

dlone  lamb of the first
vear [MMum &:14)

42 hike thiaves they enter
through the  (Toel 2:9)

44 hiz oo elect, which
dav and moght (Luke 18:7)

43 Jacob gave Esan some bread
and some __ staw
(Gen 25:34)

47 mst as _ was deceived by
the serpent's cunning
(2 Cor 11: 3 KTV

48 foot covermg (Isa 20:2)
(RTV)

49 hand and puat 1t to my side.
____doubting and balisve
(Johm 20:27)

30 reported 1t to the king,
grving _ to Mordecar.

(Est 2:22)

52 Provide purses for
vourselves that will not
_ out{Luke 12:33)

55 there be dabates,
envymes (2 Cor 12:200 KTV

38 the plowman plows and the
thresher (1 Cor 5100

62 Uzziah the king was
____unto the day of lus {1.3)

(2 Chron 26:21) KTV

&4 Teln's clothes were mads of
camel's __ (Matt 3:4)

65 He replied, "Onat of the
something to eat; out of the
stronz (Judg 14:14)

&7 m nakedness and

poverty, vou will serve the
snenes (Deut 28:48)

58 But hoses said, "0 Lond,
please send someons __ to
doit" (Ex 4:13)

69 takethee andlayvit
before thes (1.4} (Ezsk 4:10
EIV)
T0Donot ___ wp the words of
the prophecy of ths book

(R 22:10)
Tleothattwillbe hkea
swaymng m the water

(1 Kinp= 14:13)

T2 They __ kings and scoff at
malers (FHab 1:10)

73 zfand of nothmg; he does
not _ awav from the

sword (Job 35:22)

Do

1 Do vousee this __ army?
Iwall give it into vour hand
(1 King= 20:13)

2 Moah found farror in the
eyes  LOED23)
(en 5:8)

2 My zeal _ meout for ooy
BnEmies 1Znore vour words
(P= 119:139)

5 The LOED Almughty will
__ them with a whip
Isa 10:26)

& The breath of God produces
__ {Tob 37-10%

7 David dwelt in the  _ and
called 1t the city of David
(2 Sam 59 KTV

EThekmng's ___ 1sfoward a
wise sarvant (Frov 14:35)
KV

9 theyw dropped four anchors
from the  and praved
(Acts 27:29-30)

10 gold=mith and he who
with the hammer (Tsa 41:7)

11 Esuben, Sumecn, . and
Tudah (Exodus 1:2)

12 zlzo leam to maintain good
works for necessarv
(Titu= 3:14)

13fabull amancra
woman (Ex 21:28)

15 two rows of pomegranates
oneach (2 Chr4:1%

22 if someons wants to ___ you

and take yvour fumic
(Matt 5-20)

24 To . Ine oW son after

the common faith (Tius 1:4)
KV

26 Dio not be wise In your own
eves; fear the LOED and
__ewil {Prow 3:T)
28Byfarh  offered Godz
better zacrifice than Cain

(Hebk 11:4)

30 His __ swept a third of the
stars out of the kv

{Fav 12:4)

31The __ zhall serve the
younger (Romans 92125

33 On the saventh dav the
priest 1s to exanme the
(Lew 13:34)

34 Foman Emperor at the fime
of the early church

36 famale sheep (Gen 32:14)
37hehadpitcheda _ forxt
at Jerusalemn (2 Chr 1:4)

3 Twomen __ moneytoa
certam monaylender

-y
ha
T

F =
i
L]

b | T2 73
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Luke 7:41) 56 Jozeph called hos brothers
40 for the fent a covering of __ when thev came to buy
ram skins _ red graimn (en 42:5-3)

(Ex 36:19) 57 the father of Abram, Nzher
42 Twoall wipe out Jerusalem as and Haran (en 11:28)

one  adish 500esthe  theato the

(2 Kmgs 21:13) Judge {(Luke 12:38) KTV

43 Every grain offarmg baked &0 zins be forgiven thes: or to
man ___ or cocked say, up and walk?

iLev 7-9) {Luke 5:23) KTV

46 501t higher than all the &1 tumeth away wrath: but

treas of the field (Ezek 31:5)

48 the sound of the hoofs of
galloping __ (Jar 47:3)

50 Behold, Iwall __ new
heavens and a new sarth

(I=a 65:17)

31 I Dansel, waz exhausted and
law __ for severzl days

(Dan 8:27)

52 Meither 1= thers salvation
any ___:forthere s

(Acts 4:12)

54 becausze he was looking
to hus veward (Heb 11:26)

gnevous words _ up

anger (Prov 15: 1 KTV

&2 behold a man nding upen
. horse (1.3}

{(Zech 1:B) KTV

83 becanse thoudidst _ on
the LOED, he delivered

them (2 Chr 16:8) KTV

&6 the fwo sons of _, Hoplm
and Phmehas, the priests

{1 Sam 1:3)

Selution on page 14

Make sure your
survivors do more
than survive.
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February — Month for Love
By Termy Chesk
MeDowell County

Febmuary is a mowth well known for ons timg, LOVE.
T thueking of Valentine's Day! We zat aside February
14th every vear to racognize our love and affection for
bnsband: and wives_ I realize thers is no Valenmne's Thay
in the Bibla, but if you're a student of Fod’s word you
Emow that every day shonld be Valawtins's Trzy for the lmshand and wife m Jesus
Chirist.

Iwrite specifically to bushands and wives becanse God crdzined this relaton-
ship from creaton. From Adam snd Eve and thronghont God's word we find the
relatonship of a man and weman 25 hnshand and wifke equally yoked as God's
plan for the family and procreation.

It is heambreaking 1o see what man bas done fo mamiage and bonan sexaliny,
Consider Sodom and Gomorrah; the immoral Lifestvie recorded there has taken
ns down & dark pactk concerning love and sexnaliny. Today man mies 1o justify
miany things; same-sex relatonships, couples living rogethar outside of marmage,
adulterv, porpography. bi-sexnality and even pedophilia as legifimate expressions
of lowe Grod calls these and more like them sin. For the Chrizman marriage. Valan-
re’s Diaw is ot about sex or last, it 15 a calebraton of a godly relanonship being
displayed m many ways thranzgh a beart of love. There is no gamuive love spart
from the love of God's examples. He calls a man spd wonmsp inte 2 relatonship
2z lmshand and wife. For example, o Ephesians 5.22-33 Paul uses mamriage as an
illustranon for the Sammts’ relationship with Tasus Chrdst,

I want to ke this mme to bonor the biblical marriage. Mot ust mamage, but
biblical mamriage There iz a difference. In Deutercnomy, Sod mold Istasl not to
miamy the asizhbormgs people. Wot because of race, but becanse of idolamy. Tha
neizhbonng people did not know the God of [srael, they preferred 1o worship
falze gods and mmages made by their hapds. God did not want that inflvence in
His people. From 2 Conupthian: §:14 "Be vo not weequally yoked fogeifer with
unbaliguvers: for what fellowskip hath righteorsness with wimghteowsness” and
what corrsunion hath fighs weth dapdmess” © This passaga zoes ninch desper than
marriage. it relatas to every aspect of the baliaver’s Iife. Yt it does include mar-
rdage This is wittian fo the believer Wa are respousible for how we spproach a1l
ralatonships, inclnding mamizge.

Like many pastors, I counsel. Too often this covmseling volves mamiages,

I have heard too many husbands and wives t2ll e if they only knew the ather
person was oot saved. Before I mamy suvowe, I ask specifically if both are saved.
are they bom again Thos is the foundanen of a godly mamiage. I will not mamy

2 cowpls nnless both bave 2 testmuony of being saved, and both have 2 bome
chuoch to raference back woo. I connsel singles w know the spintmal condition of
the person von're damng. Tust clainume they are a Christan isn't enongh There
are oo many lopse definitions of a Chorstan Seamng around teday. Ask pointed
questions, where do they 2o to church bow long have they been going thers, what
work are they involved with, what s the pastor's naree. visit with them and listen
o the conversations with othkers. If they have a good reputation or not, the conver-
sation will tall von quickly. I'm pot oying to break up dating couples, I'm oving
o save fnre mamazes.

A man or woran with a nstfal keart will tell youw anything you want to hear
s they may fulfll their fantzsy, [T may be sex, moaey, power, influence or even
& quick escape froon an wrwsanted home life Whatever the reason, if it isn't a
zodly mamiage or hasn't become one through the salvanon of bushapd and wifs
it has lile chance of surviving, If the devil helped make it be will deswoy it It
is always (God's desire for a marmdage to be successil A Chrisfian should never
zive up on their marriage the Christiae can ba the testimeony God uses to win the
sponse. That doesn’t mean 8 Chorstizn shonld live in dangerons condifons sepa-
ration and divorce are two differsnt things.

A sodly marriage is 2 beantnil marrags. A map spd womsn both bore agam by
grace and through faith in Chatst alone, Christ is the foomdaton of thedr lves and
the foandation of their mamiags. Chrisdsn marmages have problams oo, all mar-
rizges do. There are faults and failures, even sin from tenpraton. However; where
Christ reigns there 13 HOPE! Divorce will ot be mentioned in the Christian mar-
rizge, why, becanse the Christian marmiage has a fomndation that will not cnuoble
and both busband and wife will want o fight for it If vou and vour spouss are
bach bom 2gain praise God for that, many today can's say that. Enjoy Valennne's
Drav as vour special day of the year to worship God for His creation of marnags,
Femember to chericsh each other 25 Paul reminds us in 1 Connthians 7:3-5 “Ler
the huzhand rendar umfo the wifs due benevelence: and likesize, also the wife
urfo the huzband, The wife kath noi power gf her oan bodhy, dut the bushand: and
likewize also the hushand hath net povar af btz own bodhy, bt the wife. Dafrand
Vi@ not one the other excep! 1t be with consent for a fime, that v may give your-
selves to fasting and prayer; and comee fopether again, that Satam fampi you not
Jor your inconinency.

G to Cloarch, conmat yourself and vour imariage to the Lord. Love oae an-
ather &5 Christ has Loved the chuorch. Happy Valentne's Tray!

Ulnnl we meet again in person or in pring, may God nchby bless vow is my
prayer’

Jerry is the Exvecurive Divecior and broadeaster of The Inspirimg Wond media
miniziry. Tou can contact Tarry by email af thefmspiringword @ gmall com
O Iy wesrime W theispiringword. org

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Stubbornness or Perseverance?
By Shawn Thomias
Angleron, Tmas

Eeadinz *mubers 23 I thoushr “hian Baelak just 1sn't gemms ot
.. be's slready asked Baalam dwee times w2tk God to curse Tareel g F
and He sard He 1= WOT goies o do it How subbom mankind can 1 ‘ Lol
e — shway: souzslme azzivst dee ways of God It's a good lesson
if {rod 1s closmz a doar, dow't keep Tying o opau it! i

Bt then T wondersd: isn't dhere i 3 balance bare somewhers?

Sometirnes parsevenng is the thivg w do, kesp ssking; keep knock-
mg, and s0on. But &t the same tne, you dea 't want o be found stigziiveg agamst God's
wil

S0, what is the difference? Balak had been told deat God bad spoken azamst the ams-
gz of Tarael — and ver he kept oying 1o kave them cursed. This wasn't a macter of him
persevenng wwards some good end, ot in persisins to ask for somethme that was directly
apposed to the revesled will of God.

This can serve 35 2 2ood guide forvs as wall Perseverance fowards 3 good cansze is land-
shile Flesn arit! Vo mdghe ver publish duss book an the 23rd ov! Bhat don’t keep seeline
soovetivine tharvon know God has forbidden m Hes word. Yoo will not succeed in ie—
even if G evernualby allows yow 1o heve vour owan way, Yo aren't “persevenng:” you'Te
baing smbbom Ard Proveshs 2000 says: "4 s whe bz Bis neck giter mench neprogf
wiil susddeniy be Ivoken hgond remady ™

Shanem Thomas i @ Sourhern Bapnst pastor for almasi 35 years, § currenify semie
as Semior Pastor of the First Bapiisr Church gf Anglaton, Teras.

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
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NEW 2018 Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited Sahara 4X4

Turto Engine, Mavigadion, 4.4
Tawshsoraen, Automatic, Healsd
Seafs & Stesnng Wheal Remoils

Siar
Crngingd MSPR was 543,073

Buy NOW for ONLY $36,000

NEW 2018 Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited Sahara 4X4

Professional Lt K & Upgradsd
Whasls and Tirss, Turbo Engine,
Automatic, Nawgation, Heated
Geals & Slserng
Original MSEP wlpgrades
HE.975
Buy NOW for DNLY $40_0001!

NEW 2018 Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited Sport 4X4

3.6 Liter V-6, Awtomaric, Profes-
sional Lt with Upgraded
Wheals & Tires, Dua! Top Groun,
Traler Tow, Alpine Avdio
Crigina! MERP wlpgrades
546,045
Buy NOW for ONLY 537 000!!

ON

CHRYSLER - DODGE - JEEP - RAM

44 Worley Road
Marion, NC 28752

(828) 559-9014

warw brcnews com
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Thn Death of Qassem Soleimani:
What it means, What comes next,

and How Christians Can Respond
By Jom Denizon

The comemander of Tran's Pevohibionsry Guard Corps was
Eill=d exrly Friday i a drows sike at Baghdad Infemmations]
Adrport muthorized by President Tnmip, An American MO
Feapar drone fired missiles into 2 comvoy lesinngz the sirport,
Eilling Waj. Gen Qessem Solsimani and several officials from
Iragd malidas backed by Tebran

% Secretary of Defense Wark Esper explamed the acton: “General Soleimems was
aotively developing plans o aftack American diplomats snd service members in Irag
and throvnshot the region. Ceperal Soletman aed hes Crads force ware responsible for
tha daxthe of londrads of Amercar and coalition service memvbers and the womnding of
thonsands more.

“He bhad orchestrased afacks on coslition bases in Itag over the Last several mionfhs—
mchiding the attack on December 2Tik—culmmating in de dezth and woanding of
additional American and [ragi personnel. General Soleimand also approved the amacks
an the U5, enbassy in Bazhdad that ook place ts wesk.”

Who was Chasem Soleimani?

Crassemn Solemmani was an Iraniap Major Gepemal in the Islamic Fevoludonsry Guard
Corps. Since 1998, he coromandsd the Chads force responstble for exraentoria] -
tary and clandsstme operations.

Sametary of State Mike Ponpeo desmed Soleimemd equally as danzerons as Islane
Stae laader Almy Bakr 21-Bizzhdadi. In Apdl 2012, the State Departmisnt sanounced
st Irzn was responsible for killing 608 Amencan moops durng the Irag War They
detemnirad that 17 parceat of all TS perscansl deaths in Irag Son 2003 o 2011 wera
archestrated by Solamani

ABBC znalve: notes thar Soleiinand was ssan as “the masennind bebind Iran's vast
smbidon in the WMiddle East, snd the conmiry's real forelen miinister when it cane o
miarers of war and peace.” Soleimant was “widely considered a princpal archetect of
President Bazhar al-Assad’s war iIn Svria, the ongomg confict i Irag, the Sght against
Lalamic State and marry batmles bevond.”

According to CHM, de sizuificance of Soletmant's death “caonet be oversmied ™
Am analyst for WENBC calls him “the world's mumber cne bad zuy” He states that the
krlling of Solemman “mesns mach more in terns of saving current Bves” dan even the
deaths of Osams bin Laden and T515 founder A Bakr sl-Baghdadi
What led to the attacl?™

In Jume 20712, the Iranispe shot down 30 American survetllance drone. Three mionds
later, 3 barrags of masstles and drones tarzeted rvo of the world's miest mpomant o
facilities b Sedt Arahbes

Last Friday, tha 175 blamed an Irantan-backed mulifia for so anack duat killed a U753
contractor and wonnded four TS semvice members. Co Sunday, the US camed out
zirsmkes that were said 0o have killed at least twenty-Eve milinas members, Demonsaa-
tors, inchading memibers of that Iramdan-backed militia, then stiommed dee TS Embassy
compound e Baghdad Gen Soleimant repomedhby orchestrarsd duese milifia activities.

Last Tuesday, the 175 Army's 32nd Airborne Division was told o plan for possible
deploviment to Fimwait, placing zs mamy as four densaed ooops oo standiy, Sobdisrs
fromm thes
What comes next?

The Mew Yook Times calls Solemmani’s death a3 stagzerng blow for Iran 21 2 tme
of swesping seopolitical cooflict” and “a seros escaladon of M Trrop's srowing
confrontaton with Tehran © The Wishingon Exanuner describes Solsimand’s death as
“a momement] event znd great pews for the United States and the covmdess victos of
his srategy that bas anlesshed death 2nd chacs thronghout te Middle East ™

Iran's Supreme Leader Avatollah AL Ehamenei wamed that “harsh refaliation is
waitne” for the U% after tee airsmike. The 175 has urged its cifizens fo leave Irag “im-
mediately " CHM sparulates thar Averican forces m Syria and its allies in Balmam the
Uneted Arab Erndratss Cacar and Senpdy Araibes condd “fall victom to Irawdan ressliatory
mgasres " The Associzted Press adds thar Iram's allies in Traq. Lebanon Yemsen Syt
and Gaza conld be mobilized.

The Washington Exarniner states that “a global temarist caropaizn of uncertain durs-
tlon is Hkely. In the contest of anian domestic peolincal mseability and desp ecomomic
pressares on the regrme, Iran mizht also vse this killms as an exoase to destabilize ol
flows throwzh e Soait of Homme. Each of those developments wonld reguire munedi-
ate American deterrant response.”

The path o o1 peace

The fubme is koown o we coe but God (of Tsaab 4510, O respoasibiliny as God's
people is to pray for our leaders (1 Timotny 2:1-2) and towordk: for bodh justice {Amos
5:24) and paace (Miarthew 5:00 wihils seeking to laad all people o de Privce of Peacs
(Tzaizh 226

Az C 5 Lewis notes, “Ood cammor give 1s happiness and peace apart from Hirpeelf,
becanse it is not thers. There is no swch ddne

W carmar sive the world what we do wot havs. In thess tremnlons tines, qur paace
can be 2 powerfal wimess 1o 2 sheptical culmre. Hare's de path to such peace: “ D noi
fe arodous abons aahing b in auerything By praver and suppiicaiion with thanksgni-
g lot your regquosts be made Enown fo God. dnd the peace of God, winch nepazses
el wreherstaneing, will guard your hears and your minds in Cheist Sene " (Philippizns
25T

o muarer what is happening m due world, moevery ciromustance and challenze, we
cam have the “peace of God"” wodaw

Do vou?

ivision amved in Kimweant bours bafore the srsoke that killed Gren. Soleimant,

Jim Denizen Ph.D) speaks and writes on cultural and covtemporary issues. Hiz
ddly coluwmn 5 distributed fo mone than 113,000 subsermbers in 208 countrias
See morg an the website wuww denzogforume ore. Copymighted and printed Iy
parmission from Denison Forum

Tumbling over Myself

By Een and JTan Mearap
Avery County

Wy enirance was less than graceful In fact, it
was downrighr clumsy,

Tripping while oying o straizhren out mry
nuunpled clothes, [ pressed m withour 2 second
thouzht I veered from zide to side with ungrace-
ful, bumbling footsteps. T may have been bold m
my approach, but [ was also fweverant and axpect-
anf in an entitled sort of vy

Thease images fHoating through my mind reminded me of 2 child mshing in
whare sugels fear to mead. Iwasp't ushersd out, just gantly convicted.

S0, I backed up spd bezan again

This time [ first recogmized who [ wonld be approackanz. My swide was oo
chumnsy and pusley, rather irwas lke [ was on tiproe. . expectant, guiet. .. and ves
totally confident.

Here I was waloomed with open armos. Here I belonzed always, Here I could
ba myself.,

Bt my approach revealed nyy beart. _and I wanted it to be genmine.  not anx-
ionsly mombling over mivself

This picture thar I have wiad to skarch with waords acmally went thrangh my
mind one moming while praying  First, Tmust sav, it was really convicting as our
ladies” Sunday scheol class had besn considering how iroportant it is to not msh
imio God’s presance; buat, to consider to Whom we would be talking.

This is the King of kings. The Lord of lords. This is my Savier who leads me
imfo the presence of God the Fatker who sees me as nghteous becanse of o faith
in His 5o, JTesus Christ.

As T barraled in that morming words spillog oat, T saw the picture above play
out in mry mund. ... distractng me from oy prayer. Thers was God seated oo His
throne eagerly awaiting me. . yer, wondenng ar my pushy, disrespectful behavior

And so, the Holy Spirit took over convicnng me by this mewtal picmre.

That's when I backed up, [ asked forgivensss and started over.

As Trecomnted God's farthfulpess, Hiz goadnes: mercy and grace. my soul
gquigtad so that I conld approach Himg 25 he deserved and vet with quiss confidance
at His amdable approachability

oo wondar JTesus taught His disciples to pray io 3 certam way. Mot so mwach to
Tepear the praver by rote, bat to realize that His namie 1= 1o be holy on our Lips and
in cur haarts.

We ackpowladze His purposes, His prowisions, His forgivensss, and sover-
2IEDTY.

Tha MLT version of “the Lord’s prayer’ in Mamhew & 9 savs it tus way, “Our
Farhar in heaven, may yveur name be kapt holy. ™

Consequeantly. as I sracefully enterad info his presence, joy and asnurance flled
my soul. Salah

Loving Abave the Clonds

Qbzerve the ever-moving clonds.

Their formarnony dor 't siay the same for long.
Clinging to circumstandally clondy days
i5 (2 Fide @ RON-SREDOTEVE WIDGT,
B to Tet God's joy §t us above the clouds
v fa lpek down upar them from His perspeciive....

living above the clouds,

“Far my thonghts are nof vour thoughss,
Nor are vonr ways My ways, ™ saps the Lord.
Foar ar the heavens are higher than the eareh,

5o are My ways Righer than yonr ways;

And my thonghes ihan venr thoughes ™

Tsatah 53: § & 3, NEJV

Kan and Jan love residing in the mountains gf Avery Conmde Finit Jan & new
Biog i@paurcandconsidernal, Journeving with Jan. Keon's photos can be seen at
Eenmeropphotography.com.

worw brenews_com
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The Jason Project, Inc.

“The Grandfather Challenge”

Avery, Mitchell and Jancey Couni

The Jazon Project’s Hildng Programs: for Af-Rizl Youth Seel: Allinnces with
Avery, Mitchell, and Yancey County Churches!

If vour chuoch consrezation includes youth members from ages 14 10 17 who
are suffening fom mentz] or addicton problems or who ars otherwise “at-risk”
beranzs they are facing life-struggles through no fault of their own, we would
imwits you to explore our two free programs, the “Grandfatber Challange ™ and
the “Appalackizn Traillazers.” Through thesa programs wa my to insrll in theze
voung people that God loves them and will help them ovarcmnes the unioe chal-
lengas o their lives.

Youth Leaderzhip, Mentoring, & Wildernes: Adventure: for Af-Eizl: Youth:

Altbonzh e was stugeling with meental illpess thronghout bus mid-teens and
yvoung adalt life, Jason Manhew MNipper found peace and sarewity as ke and his
parents hiked the beautful, challenzing mails in the momntams of Western Maorth
Carplina. Tason passed away in 2014, aod his parewts James & Cheryl Mipper
formed a non-profit enticy called The Jason Project, [nc.. and lmached “The
Grandfatker Challenge™ program o 2015 in bonor of their baloved son. They then
orgapized the “Appalachian Trailblazers” program in 20019, JTames and Charyl
believe that this was 2 perfect way to fulfill Jason's desire o halp others and to
create 3 legacy for their son and provids meaning to lus lifs. Althoush The Tason
Project programs serve ar-nsk kids suffaring from mental pro®blems and'or doog
addicoons, it also assists middle and hizh school youth who are stuggling with
personal adversitges, including family, school, or other personal problams or chal-
lenzes beyond their control.  They hope that Tason’s mtense love of nanoe and
hiking, conpled with his desire to help others, will live on through the young per-
50035 who parmicipace o this unigque wilderness hiking, adventure, leadership and
mienforing programs. Af oo cost o the participants, The Tason Project provides
professionsl kike leaders, backpacks, hiking boots, raincoars, and all other costs
azsociated with these programs, except for mansportation to and fom the hika
mailheads. At the end of theze outdoor advennire programs, the smdents” accom-
plizlumants are recognized 2t a special Awards Dinner, at which each participant is
ziven a special Certificars of Coanplation and othar recognrtion.

The “Flagzhip” Program — The “Grandfather Challenge™

The “Hagshep” program of The Tason Project is “The Grandfather Challepge ™
consistng of four major weekly hikes along the rigorous ratls of Grandfather
Alouatain in Lowille, WC. The naderiving gozl of “The Grandfather Challenge™
prosTam 15 1o use the advennare of mouatain kiking and climbing, couplad with
the leadership skills of experenced meantors aod hike leaders, to teach at-risk kids
that through perseverance and commutment, they can overcoms their andque chal-
lenzas in life. Mow in its fourth vear, this program is now serving middle and high
school students in Avery, Caldwall, Catawba, Gaston, apd Lincoln conntes, and
wa now wish to expand into Mitchell and Yarcey covmwtes this upcoming summer
During these challenzing hikes, our hike leadars give aach sindent a leadership
“role” o play during each hiks and provide oppornurtes for disenssions centered
srond leadership, teanrarork, and overcoming personal challanzes.

The “Appalachian Trailblazers™

The “Appalachizn Trailblazers” program centers aronand a two-day, 1 3-mils
hike aloangz the Appalzchian Trail, and was tecently created as a supplemant o
“The Grandfather Challenge ™ This wildsmess advertre focuses oa teaching af-
risk youth to zain meore self-confdence and become more successful by leaming
the values and methods of persoeal zoal setting and leaming to becoms leaders in
their churches and schools. This program centers aroand casual discussions shout
personal goal seming and developing the leadership potential of each studanr,
Leadership reles are assigned. and the values of teamwork are tanght and dem-
onsmatad. Smdents are tawght that there are good people in lifs who set helpful
“hblazes™ or “markers” for us to follow in order to reach stared zoals and get to
whare wa want 1o b=, and that they too can retrn to their chuorchas apd schools
and e leaders or “mwailklazers” within theit own communitas,

Impact oo At-risk Students:

Testmondas raceived from smdents, teachars, and counselors validata the ef-
factivensss of these exciing programs. A 15-year-pld studeat who suffars from
awdsm and stmgzles e life told his conmselor art the end of the first kike: “Tt was
the best day of my lifs

A tespage =irl who suffers fom anxiery, depression, and low self-esreem rold
ber counselor: T have never thought of myvself as 3 leader Tdon't

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
(HURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

828-652-4525

McDowell County Farm Bureau
21 Buncombe 5t

Miarion, MU, MC 2B752

1 T e B i, e Bt e e e s U B

wan: fo ever forges this feeling ™

Alugh school studsnt that amends a special class for Exceptional Children told
the Wippers 3 vear aftar be completed the program: “T am pot a5 angry 22 Tused to
ba. 1 am & batter person ™

The above sttements are real snd reflact the nmpact that this program kas oo
at-risk kids, who nead epcouragement, leadership, improved self-estesm and con-
fidence, aud recogniton fromm adults who tuly care about them and their fatares.
Snch is the essence of The Jasor Project and “The Grandfather Challenge ™
Seaking Sumamer Parocipaton Of Local Area Churches:

Because of the success and populanty of our programns, we have more mdddle
znd hizh schools asking to participare in our programs than we Can now sccom-
modate. Howewver, we bave a lull in our actvides during the sunumer monrks that
the smdents are out of school.  Beginning this coming sirmnar, we hope to alizn
with several churchkes from Avery, Mitche!l and Yancev counties and serve thedr
voung, at-risk tesnzge chirch members by affaring thess mvo-exciting wildemess
mentoring lesdership programs. Once agzin there are po costs o the smdent k-
ars or churchkes, excepst for ransportation to and Soin the ailbeads.

Online Arficles and Contact Information:

For addiripeal infonmation oo these wo prosrams, please go o the arficls links
shown below.  To contact us directly, please call Tames or Chervl Mipper at
(E2E) TE5-6561 or (204) 354-737E, or email s at jamesoljamesnipper com. and
we would be happy to send you more details,
wwwtnyurl.com ThelasonFroject2019
v tnyurl.com AppalachianTrailblazers

WOULD YOU CONSIDER FOSTERING A CHILD IN YOUR HOME?

MITCHELL COUNTY DEFARTMENT
OF SOCIAL SERVICES
NEEDS GUALITY FOSTER HOMES
10 KEER OUF. CHILODREM
I CHR COUNTY,

IF INTERESTED PLEASE ATTEMND
SRR INPORMATION MEETERG AT
MITCHELL COUMNTY [iE8
MEETIMNGS TAKE PLACE EVERY

SECOMD MONMDAY OF EVERY
MOMTH, WITH THE NEXT

MEETIMG BEIMG OM
FEBRLIARYT1O, 2020

7

PLEASE MM LIS

AT LGk WILW DRI, BAKT REVILLL PG INTON FROM 530 pm to 7:00 pmi
R CALL PO RNCHE IR PR TS B BBaR- 71T
- - e
- - [ ] -
-
F
L) =|L® - ]
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Steulage
FLUMERAL ':':'EF:'-."il:.'i E &
CREMATORY

fon & (

Service with Dedica SioN

Compas

Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved One.

With over 165 years of combined expenence serving Burke,
Catawba, and Caldwell County famibies, the owners and staff
of Heritage Funeral Servce and Crematory are commatted to
helping famikes plan a personal and meamingful ceremony that
celebrates life, and beging the much-needed healing process.

Gret in Touch
Our Team of
Professionals Are
Standing By ro Help

Business Hours

Mon -Sun: 9am — 5pm
24 Hour Availability

1507 E. Main 5t.
Valdese, NC 28690

Phone: (828) 874-0411
Fax: (828) 874-5390

Student, Teacher Duo Start Adult
English Second Language (ESL) Class
By Jouslle Boback
Burke County

School, have started teaching sn English- ' 1-'
as—a—s&cund—language cl.assfurﬂmﬁe

ﬂ-nTuEd.E}'dehm:dm'mmmngs,
spproximately A dozen parents of Hill- : -
crest Elementary School students drop off their children for school and become
stadents themsalves In the class, they work through 3 workbook, create flashcards
and start conversations with each other to leamn the English langnage. The popula-
tiom of Hispanics at Hillcrest Elementary is approximately 85 to 00 percent.

Elliot tested out of a Spanish class at Westem Piedmont Comowmnity College
and volontesred to help Taylor out during his free moming pericd. He has a pas-
sion for leaming and teaching different lanznages.

Elliot =aud, “About a year ago, my mother was talking o me about leaming
Spanish and I picked it up quickly. I was cooversationally fluent within one year,
and I am nowr o ny third lansmage in Bussian. My mother s abways had a pas-
sion for {the Spanish speaking population) and it translated over to me ™

Taylor hopes that not onky do the pearents leam the English lanmage but are
shle to form a conuoumity within the school and fee] comfortable with teachers
snd administrators.

Superintendent Dr. Larry
Pumam said, “The effort shown
here by brs. Taylor and Luke
represents how important it is
1o serve all of our smdents and X -
form a relationship with all of our .-F-.;_h i ].- x- B %
parents, even when a language o rf:
barmier exists. I also appland 2=y b
these parents for being willing
to leam something new that will ¥
nat only belp them bat also their children for geperations to come. Wehawa
ereat English as a second langnage program in onr schools. It is moportant to ws at
Burke Conmty Public Schools to break down language barmiers and create a bridze
to positive compnanity mteractons. This class is one of many ways we are making
that happen.™

36 Chevrolet Boulevard * Spruce Pine, NC
SALES: 828-765-4234
SERVICE: 828-592-2636
www.sprucepinechevy.com

n-hl:'-u-u.u-llr-h,u-
ﬂnﬂ_hlmm

200l Ewaery Feruster KT Lasted - Likn: How®
Fantasthc el o OBLY $41, 0001

1120 Shwarade Crww Cab 271 54
Tonitar Tow Py, Call ar Shp By Fer Buns Buail

0T Yebar ELT, G604, Gurwaaf, Hevigakion, Pear
Emtwrtminm et - SAVE! EAID BN

BT GHIC Cowm Cabs, DlevaSan Pachoge,
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Enjoying Everyday Life
Let Fatience Solve Your Problems
By Joyce Meyer

For more than 40 years now, I"'ve been smdying God’s
Word and growing in my faith m Christ. Throughowt these
vears, (rod has chanped me 50 much! I've become peace-
ful and stsble in my emotions most of the time and I've
leamed how to behave the same way when things are go-
ing well and when they aren't so good.

The jourmey hasn't been easy, and it’s taken time. But developing faith and
patience i the process has been more than worth it!

As believers in Christ, we walk by faith. not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). This
means we're oot suppesed to live according o how we feel or how our croom-
stances gppear to be tur acoording to the math of God's Word.

2 Corinthians 520 (AMEP) says we “are Chrisr !t representatives ™ fo the world,
showing others who God is throngh the way we live. We need to get out in the
world and behave liks Temus, remaining peaceful and stable in good times and bad,
patiently walking by fxith
Whaiting Is Inevitable

The Bible tells us there are times we're going o bave to wait on God. Being
patient is not just waiing on God but if's waiting in faith with a good stimde for
God to do what only He can do im yon It's tusting that God will take care of yom
in His time and His way because He loves you and He abways has your best inter-
est at heart.

Now, pafience is a fruit of the Spirtf that groves under frial (James 1:2-3
HWETV).

Beople who kmow this don't like o pray for patience becanse they know they're
Zoing to pet trowhles. But it's so much better to have faith mmd patiently wait on
Grod with peace and joy than to be anxious, upset snd confused when life doesn't
maks SEIEE OF WO 'Te not Zetiing your way.

The Eey to Inherit God’s Promises

Hebrews 6:12 (NIV) says, “We do nof want you fo become lagy, buf to imitale
thoze who through faith and patience imherit what kas been promized. ” This verse
shows us that we do not inherit the promises of God just becanse we have faith ..
we dlso must have patience.

Another word for patence is lopgsnffering. Longsaffering means vou're go-
ing to have w go through difficult things to grow m your faith, I've discovered
throngh my own jourmey that the sooner you embrace them and let God do the
work in you that He wants to do through them the sooner you’ll get to the other
side of them

I really want to encourage you fo do this. Don't fisht the inevitable or yon'll
just be mizarabla.

Ba Like the Farmer

James 5.7 (MIV) says, "B patient, than, brothers and sisters, wniil the Lord 5
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land fo yield its valuable crop, patiently
waiiing for the auiiser and spring rams. © It takes 3 lot of faith and patience to
be a farmer You have to plant your seed and then you wait. . and wait. . and wait.
Wou wait for the sun and rain, and for the nght season to harvest your crop.

In the same way, we can plant our “seeds™ of faith by choosing w st God
and His Word above anything else. We release our faith by believing He will do
what He says He will do, warting with the confident expectation that it will kap-
pen af the nght ime and in the dzht way.

While we are warting we should stay bosy being good to others, helping peo-
ple i need as we have the opporiumity to do so. Pealm 37-3 (WIV) says to “most
in the Lord snd do good . .." Mothing proves our faith in God like waiting for His
fming with a good attimde, 50 ket's fecus on letting Him bless others through ns.
Complete in Christ

Ecclesiastes 7:8 (MIV) says, “The end of @ maiter = better than 11 baginning,
and patience i3 better than prade. ™ This is basically sayving that the patient man
waits on Grod, but the proud man mmies to make something happen himself

When we try to make things happen in our own effort, we just end up fusrat-
ed. We don't have the wisdom in and of ourselves to do what's right in the right
way and at the nght tming Instead of rying to make life zo the way you want it
fo, entmest yourself to God and walk by faith, tusting Him to work things oot

James 1:4 (WETV) zavs to “lef patience have itz perfect work, that you may
be perfact and complate, lacking nothing. ~ Imagine how it wonld be if yon wers
completaly patient and it didn®t matter to yon when God did what nesds to ba
done m your life. Think about bow it would free you from the stress of rying to
conirol everything (which you can't do anyway). And how you can overcome
desires that drive vou crazy becaase you can't get what yon want all the time.

Pray today for God to work in your heart, helping you to grow in faith and pa-
mence. Let Him mansform your life so you live in peace with joy, and experisnce
Grod's promises for you!

Joyee Meyer iz a New York Iimes hestuelling author and foumder of Jovee Weyper
Mimiziries, Inc. She has authored more than 100 bools, including Bartlgield gf
the Mind and Chverload: How to Unplug, Unwind and Unleash Tourself from the
Prazzure qf Stress (Hachette). She hosts the Exjoying Everyday Life radio and TV
programs, which air on hundreds of stafions worldwide. For more inpformation,
VISTE VWM OV COTHEVEr O,

‘Evangelism Explosion International

Carriers of Hope to the Lost
By Rev. John B. Sorensen

S0 many people Live without hope. They've been bt
They feel forgoten, unloved. They feel thar the world has
failed thermn and their children. The sad thing is, they by

Az Chrniztians we often forget that we once lived that way
too. We were once in darkness. withouat hope (Ephesizng 5:8)
But something chanrsd We found what the world around us craves the mpst. Cur
lives were transformed. We realized that God hasn’t sbandoned us. Tust the op-
posite: He loved us so omich that He sent Jesus to die for us so that we coald live
forever with Him. That gives ns hope, not just for today, but for etemmity.

Through Christ, we have life. We have a purpose and a reason for being. That
hope anchors our soul, firm and secure (Hebrews §:19). The ciroumstances in our
lives may oot change, bat we have the bope of etemity with Jesus in Heaven That
changes gur cutlook on everything

S, if we hawe what the world desires so much, then why do we miss sharing
it?

Many Christians are afraid. or they don’t want to offend others. But consider
this: what if the person who told vou showt this hope never had the courage to
spaak T Where wonld you be today if yon never had the chance to receive it? The
imuth iz, every day, people around the world die without ever once besting or
understanding that they conld have this hope.

The bottom line is that we, a5 Christians, have been entmsted to camy hope
to the lost. When we shate our faith with others, we are not shoving our religion
down someone”s throat We are sharing healing, forgiveness, lowve, and uldmately
hope. All these things are found in Jesus Christ.

S, are von a carrier of hope? Isaiah 52:7 says, “How bequijful on the moun-
naing are the feet of those who bring pood mews, whe procloim peace, who bring
Eood tidings, who proclaim saivaiion .. " When we share the Gospel, we bring
that good news. We share that peace. And we point the way fo salvation.

Ohar faith = not abowt relizion It's showt the opporunity to have a relationship
with God. Most peopls don't reslize it's the God of the universe who sseks us
out. He pursues uws. He wants that personal relationship. And when many of them
grasp that tmih, they nn o Hom.

If you want to be that carmer and take hope into a world that desperately needs
spme good news — some hope, start where you are. Pray for oppornumities to share
your story of hope. Then, be brave. Take a leap of farth and share that storv. God
jast may use you o change someone's life for eternity.

FRav John B. Sgrensen, DIV is the Prasident/CEQ of Evangeiism Explosion Infar-
ranional, keadguariered i drden, N.C. EE has been a leader in eguipping Chriz-
fians fo share their itk for more than 30 years. For more fheg tips and resourcas,
Visi! evangelismeplosion. org.

Sz8-688-4T7T15
Where we treat yvou like family
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Solution on page 14
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VWELLLS ON

"The Broken That Gets Results'

HOMES = FARMS
LAKEFRONT = LOTS
| ACREAGE » COMMERCIAL

FAUALHQUE NG
OQFPFRDRTUNITY

@w

southor 140 | SRR

3800 Sugar Hill Rd. | "& e
I\-"Iarmn, NC 28752 |
Dennis J. Whitson, Broker | 1999 Healtor of the Year

(828) 738-3540

vwow, WhilzonReallvieom | dennisw & WhitsonHeallycom

Freedom Life Enterprises:

» Marion Fabric & Upholstery
* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
Commoercial & Residential

» Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,

Furnishings

78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 » B28-559-2700

Dave Says

B Dave Famsey
Eeep vour dignity, and work your way out

Diear Dave.

Wy wifs and I will both torp 30 pexy month. We have
o woung children. and we maks 2 Iitle over 385 000
combined. The problem is we bave about £70,000 in debt
somne of it is cradit card debe, but pearky 550,000 is in tvo
car lpans. Her mom and dad have offered to let us move
in with thern, sowe can save up moaey snd start gening a2 bener handle oo our
fnances, but wa're not sure bhow we feel sbowt this. What's your advice? Tustn

Dioar Tnson,

Tow've got 2 rdiculons arnount of mwowey wrapped up o those cars. I'd sell the
stpid things, gerinto & coupls of litle bearers, and starc living oo 2 budzer and
paving down debe.

[n vour simaton, the only scenardo where I'd ever consider taking the in-laws
p o thedr affar 15 one where the stav iz for 3 vary shorr, ag:eed—u]:-m_ pertod of
me. They'd have to be absolately wonderful people, too, and everyone invelved

would need to know their boundaries.

But you gays can get out of debt pretty fast if won'll just lose the cars. You
could even save a lintle money oo the side while you ware paying down dabi and
by a beter car as soon as the debt was zone.

You mdzht love vour cars so nwach thas vou're nowilling to make the sacrifice. Mot
me. ['d rather keep my dignety mtact and work wmy way ouat of the mess [ created!
—Thave

Playing the lottery robs von of vour future

Diaar Diave

['va besn struggling finapcially for the past faw months, so I've besn playing
the lottery once a wesk. To e, the chance to win millipes = worth a few dellars 2
mionth, even if things are gght. Paals

Dhaar Panla,

Tow've told me vou're having money trovhbles, and at the sams tme. yon'ne
throwing mopey out the window every week? Honestly, the small amount vou're
talking about doesn’t make a diffsrence. Even if it's just two or thres bucks a
week, that action represents a Lot of financially immesponsible behavior moyour life.

I'm going to be very blunt with vou. The lomery is 2 tax on the poor and people
wheo can't do the math. Your chances of winning are bleak at best Thid you know
the odds of winning the Powerball jackpor are abowt 1 in 292 0000007 There are
plenty of othar very urmsual things that are much mora likely to happan to you
than winnmg the lotery, Your chancas of miaking a bole-in-oae oo the golf course
are abont L in 12,500, Even vour odds of having guadruplets are arpund 1 in 11
million
When times are tonzh and you're swapped for cash, the last thing you oeed to
do iz spend what lictle you bave on gimmicks. My advice is 1o focus on working
hard, living on a tght badzet thar curs ouar all weeecessary expenses. and sav-
ing every peuny you can. Tnlike the lottery, this is a plan thar works every tme
When vou start living oo & badzet and ger our of debr, i provides a linte bit of
breathing room in yvour life. You muzht even fael like vou got a raize!

Dion't let vour finanres—and yvour dreams—be hijpackad by the lomery, —
Diave

Dvnee Ramegy it CEQ af Ramzgy Solutions. He has authored teven best-selling
fooks, incivding Ihe Toin! Money Maksover The Do Ramzey Show 15 Reaed
&y more than 14 million lutenars each waek on §00 radio stations and multiple
digiial plagforms. Follow Dave on the web ar doveramscy.com and on Reltier ar
d:DaveRamza).
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Friceless Memories
Ewv Hapnab Hensley
Ervin, Tenmeszee

When thinking about my Lifs, thers are cermam moments that
cote to mingd deat koo are priceless memaories. Some of the
memaries are of Christnas momimes aed appls burrer eakings,
bt there 15 cne winter moring thar comes to nuind. ITwsesa'ta
holidsy, itwasa't a vacaton and I wase't s evenr, such as my
birdeday: Tt was just a oot so opical dy that happened 2 few wanters ago.

The night before this moming wa, my parents, siblings apd [ decided o ke 3
mp across the wmonatain o North Caroling, to visit Mamaw and Papaw, When we ar-
nved that evening, we dido't find the table Sled with Mamaw's delicions food. tasny
goodias, and Blue Fidze dizhes. We had brought —
pizza from o instead. Poor MMamaw was Laid -
up on the conch, sick and m pam. We had comea
o visie, par our wsnal rowtins, batwe bad also
cone i care for haresw Thers wasn't nmch
wa could do for ber, bat we wanted to be there
for ber and zive Papaw his supper. We ate our
pizza and [ made catmesl chocolate chip cookias
(Papaw’s favorite). We watched an old movie.
Az to which old miovie we watched, that I capnos
rerpetnbar, but some of our favorttes has always and Sharro! Henzley of
been, Td Clinb the Highest Mountzin', " AMan  Afischell Counn
Callad Patar’, Ddeer Me in S Loats”. and T oould
=o on and on.

When the mwvie was over and the children becpme slespy. it was dacided dear ot
was fme to make the mek back actoss the momntam, homes, But, after soms discns-
zion and realizing Mamaw's corent conditon wasn't sherving aoy Dnprovement it
was decided thar Twondd stay behind and spend the wighe just in case T conld ba of
aey help. We said our goodbyes and good-nizhs and the famdly retamed bome T
stayed bebind, of wioch I was glad. Smeoe it was 20 late when the others left we went
sraight to bed. I wok Dads’ old room. The cody beat in the room was & suasll ceranie
hearer, 30 [ lavered the bed with old hapd-stichad quilts to stay wamn.

I awake early the next monung Thave slways swakened early at Maaw and
Papaw’s, even when [ was a tle zol The excitement of being there and the worry of
mizzing somethine fim or & distan: main whistle always made sleeping diffionlt Tha
bedroom was cold, but I decrded to emibrace it and zet dressed T went and checked
on Mamsw, but she was sall slesping soundly on the conch. However, T did find
Papaw (George wide awake. In fact if T bemng bomsst. it was probably Papaw who
had to waken me with the closme of his badroom door and the sound of his foorsmeps
in the halbwray. The coffes was raady. Tknew thar bacanse T oould smell it dowm tee
hall When checking cn Mamaw, [ found Papaw George kicked back mn his mcliver,
donghot in cas kand and coffee in the other and 2 thick blanker wrapped over
the top of kim. He was waiching the news. Tust [ike ke does every moming Since
Mamaw was sleeping o the couch across the room, I sat oa the love seat, next o
Papaw’s chair

"o want some ooffee?” He sald in a half~whisper. "That's fine, don't worry. I'L
zef 1t mvsalf m a mornent”. But, before I conld even gef up. be was on hes way o
the kirchen to pour me a cup of stovetop, parcolaced coffee. W call it cowhboy cof
fee Papaw's spectaliy. Which believe you me, there's pothing spacial about it. He
remumad o the living room and handed me wy cup of black coffes m an old, chipped,
state park souvvenir mng. "Thers va' zo "Thank yow, o

Ha sat lemself back down m bes chamr and fiipped out the foomrest Tocally disre-
garding the fact that Mamaw was azleep, be began talking withour fesling the nead
1o loweer bas votce. He todd me abous 2 boy be want to school with and be told me
sbout the things he did that past waek. [ lstened 1o detzils of how to properly pain:
the primer coat oa 2 car [ leamed abont ab caps, wheel and tres. [ keard about the
uy down the road who had the mice Snepper lawnmower. He poked fum ar tha way
Mamaw was sleeping and how she was snormmz Char laughrer woke Mamaw apd she
zros2 from the couch lopking like what one might say a zombie looks like, bt she
azsnred us she was dodog better. W langhed. she lauzhed with us. Papaw walked
over to g ber pood momime "Heaw are you feeling baby doll™ e said. Houn?
How's nuy gud ™ T fesl hke myself w0 I guess that's 2 good thing " Mamaw sxid and
zave & hearty lansh " T gusss T get showered and drassad for the day”

It was pust Papaw apd mee azain Sirme and sipping aur now akewann coffea,
We kad pansed from alking and had zot canght up wit whatesver was being zired on
the pews that momming. "For heaven's sake! What day is of, Hannah™ "It's Sunday
mormng Papaw.” I replied. And with thas, the TV was nomed off © [ don't kaow
what's wronz with me. T feel so bad' T'mi such 2 sioner T should've done this first
thng this moming. I should do it Srst dung each moming, bur especizlly ona Sun-
dary. Even more so this moming since we're not zodng o ciarch ™ He mached over
the shelf beside his char and ook off his Bible. " I should kave dooe this when I first
gafup. Instead, I got drassad and walked out to the garage for & minrs o Gddle wid
my car. Then I took oy medicine and when I take it I have to have something to eat,
vou know? So. [ fixad my coffee and are noy dowghont while Twarched the news. It's
pirful. iy Bible shonldve come first thing, T feal so guilny, you know Undesering,
v knoy 7"

Ha bezan to read the Bible alowd to me. For dee Iife of me, T can’t remember what
be read to me dear moming, bus [ do remember kim reading 2 good ten or fifizen
mirtes. 1 Estened, Dupressed and pleased. When be had Snished. ke expressed what
ihe passage meant o him

"I don't deserve Hin, va know? [ don't Sometimes I think why He chose me?
But, He did and Thad to have miy coffes and donghont before I thanked Him for
s momming." [was shped and inpressed. He was 50 gemune and smoere. [was
speachlass. "Here " he szid while bhandive me 8 bymnal,  "Help me sing. Whart's thar
by thest T ke so nmech? We sing irin Chooch Yon know everybody sings soowell

st our Charch. It's cne of my favonte things. lsening to evervbody sing. Mow, what
was the name of that song™ "Amszng Dove?" I asked I couldo’s ramsrnber the
proper dila. "Yes, that's the ope! [ love that owe now yon stam it You're the singar in
the famdly, Whar's the page omober™ 1 found tie page in ooy book and bhelped himn
o find it in hus. Then ITbezan.
"dnd can it be thar [ thould gain
Ax imé 'mast i the Savior b blood?
Thigd He for me, who caused Hiz pain?
For me, who Him to death purrned?
Amgzing love! how can 1t be
That Thow, my Ged, shouldst dia for me?
Amugzing love! how can it be
That Thow, vy God, showldst die for me™™

Papaw paused and satd " You koow the zird who sifs ap foot in Church? Yo
Enow the one 'm tzlkine aboat! She sings this song really zood™' We contivued with
the second verse .,

"Tiz myvstary all! The Tmmertal dies!
Who can explore His sirange design?
In vapin the firziborn seraph e
T seumd the dapriz of e Divine!
Tiz marey all! lot carth adare,
Let angel minds fngrivne no 1ove.

Amazing love! kow can 1t be
That Thow, vy God, showldst die for ma?™"
By the tmie wa were ready to sme the last thres verse: Marnaw jomead ns. "You
ready o sing Baby doll™ Papaw szid "Yeah, Il sing”
"He lgft Hiz Farther & throne abave,
So free so mfinre Hiz svace;
Empiied Himself of all s love,
Andd biad for Adam t belpiess race:
Tis marcy all, immense and fhoe;
For O my God, 17 found our ma.

Amigzing lova! how can 1t be
Thant Thaw, my God, showldst diie for me?

Loz my tmprizoned spivit lay
Fazr bound in sin and mahore 5 wights
hing @ve difficed a quickanmg ray;
Twoke, the diimgeon fomed with fghi;
My chains fell off nye Fearr was fhee,
Troze. want forsh, and fhllowed Thee.

Amurzing lova! how can it be
That Thow, my God, shouldst die for ma?

Ne condemnaiion now I dread:
Jeswr, and all in Him, i3 ming!
Affve in Him, my iving Head
And ciothed i righieonsmess Diving,
Bold Iapproach the eternal throne,
And claim the croww, through Cheist my owm,

Amigzing lova! how can 1t be
Thet Thow, vy God, showldst die for ma™"

As the bymn endad Papaw joked 2nd said "Um, that will conchude our services for
the day, Plaase joinus next Sunday. Same tme, the same place. Come 2 praying, 20
a praying” He chickled and MMamaw and T did too. "I love that sonz". be said. * Love
it ooy than somms of the old bymms T sang 35 8 boy "

Blamaw bad switched back sed forth, smming meledy and alte. Papaw had
switched back and forh from melody to bass in the charus. I plaved it zafe and just
lead us by singme 2 melpdy. Papaw sang the choras one more dme only this tme be
sang the melody and I threw in & few of the bass notes.

There was 3 panse. LMy thoughts awnd eyves focared on Papaw, who was fipping
through the pages of the bvmnal apd Manaw fippins throngh de pages of her Bible
and comnbing her hamr The stlence was brokan when Papaw mnmblad soethins
ander bis breath. “What did you sav Papaw ™ T asked

"Amazing love, Such amazing love ™ He sighed and then ha bezan bununing
some other old byvion and connnoned browsing throngh the bynn book. He evermally
became lost in his oam warld 2nd starfed singing to hinzelf as 1f no one was aronnd
Mamaw looked up from kar Brble and winksd atme and T spuled back. She joined
Papaw in singing. Togather thew sans, first one verse and then 3 choms, then g versa
of anpther sorg and thean the choms. Heaning thedr votoes singing thoss ald lymns
in the nuddle of the hving roow, I thonghbt [ was geing o ory, Granted, apd they will
be the first to 2ll vou, great singers, they're not, bt at that moement on deat winter
micrming, I dought I was witessing the miost beautifal picnire that I oold ever
experiance. The hvions and what Pepaw had said npwing duaovgh wmy head, ©Amss-
ing lowve, such smnazng leve " Over and over if ran daouzh my head and tey've besn
g thooazh oy head ever since then,

Yes, Papaw. yes. Such amaring love He shows his chosen children Such amazing
lowe. Papaw and Mamaw, such armazing Love you have shoom me One day Twill tell
my children and srandebildren of this lowe. This sweet, glorons, heavenly love This
amaring lave.

-Tha hyrom =z called "And Can It Be That I Shonld Gain?" By Charles Wasley
Hommalh Hensley, 22, Ives i Erwin, TN with har family. She is the aldest af §
children, She lovas living in rhe Blue Ridge Mountaing, Wetling siorfes and vizi-
ing her grandpargnis, whe inve in Mitchell Couny.
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A owenny-siz-year resident of Westem Morth Carolina, Vance Patterson an-
woumsed his camipaizn for the U5, House of Represantanves 11th Distmict of
IMorh Caroliza on Decembar 20th 2012,

YVance 15 3 father of four, marmed 43 years 1o his wife Mary To.

Wance 13 & seral entrepreneur having started 21 companies. Two of those com-
pamies make miusmial fans — be 15 An Arerican Mamfacnrer,

Tn addition to his family and businesses, ke and his wife started an Educanen
Foundzton called Foundaton Forward dedicated mo presemving American His-
tory and teaching civics,
zo people know how the
Eovermmelf Is mesnt 10 &Tve
and protect Wa The People.
Foundstion Forward daes
thiz by bnilding and gifting
Charters of Freedom Set-
fngs to conumnites acress
the conmmy. He and his
wife have zifred 12 of these
SETHNES 10 COMUINIITSs in
WHC, permanently display-
ing the Declaragon of Inde-

peadence, TS Constinution.
and Bill of Rizhts in a proper
marmer Each seming is built
v last 300 — 500 vears.

Asking Vance abont
Liz stance oo the izsues he
responds, “In Washington, 1
will work to finalize Health-
care Refomm, begin Lowaring
the MWattowal Diebr, Secure
Char Borders, Fefonm Iooomni-
eration. and Implement Term
L rmnits.

In Congres: [ will be The Congressional Autheatty on Business Tromp, ex-
plaming m commitess wihy be iz doing what he 15 doing. and what will happen
fior the beaefit of all including the Democrats in the commaimess, This will belp
move Trump's programs through the Legislative Process.

Locally I will work oo: Doz Albnse — Better Paying Jobs — Education — Secu-
ity — Infrasomacnars

When asking Vance why he is moning for Congress ke responds, "I know what
te do. T koo kow to do it, and it wonld be fmesponsible of me pot 1o stepup”

Buck Stove =S
200 Ethan Allen Drive -3
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777 —

Wood and Gas Stoves

Bob Timberlake Outdoor Living
Buck’s Tiny Houses

Height Adjustable Desk

Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm _

www.buckstove.com

Stress Management
By Chrizty Younz
Mirchell County

It seems that m the world that we live m today, that
averything iz so fast-paced and intenze that wa find oursalves
srassed and everwhalmed. Bur I don't think thar is how God
would hava us live our lives. Whea we allow the pressige
of this world to evercome ns, we lose oack of our purpoe:s to follow Christ. John
14:27 zavs, “Peace I lecne with youw, my peace I ghe unte you: haf ar the warid
grvath, give I unto you. Let not your heart be roubied, nerthar let 1t be qftaid ™
God is relling us to not let our bearts be oounkled, worred, stressed, or afraid He
coles o give us peace. We offen fnd oursalves looking for a cure for siress. We
will bury cursalves in work, fanuly obligadons, and become depressed and de-
pletad of our self-worth. Smess oftew leads to health problems and creates condict
in our relationships cansing ns to becone vary ywhappy and miserable people. We
st comme 1o a place in our lives that we are willing to let go and realizs that 1fwe
wan? 1o live 2 peacafal life; thar it oely comes tdaongh God's peare and prassence
Fumnbers 6:24-26 says, “The Lord blecr thee, and keep thoe: The Lond make Ris
Jace shine upon thee and b gracious weie thee: The Lowd T up bz countenanica
Lipoh thee and ghve thee peace. © Whean we stdy God's word, maditate upon i,
and plant it desp within our hearts, it changes the way we think and act. Our mlk
arimade, and behavior chapge Therafore, the things of this world (sress, coaflicr,
ohstacles, etc.) can’t conmol s anvinore. Being set free fom the pressure of
siress Degins with subinerzing maselves mn God's word. That doesn't mean that
things are 0ot going 1o chapge and be wwcomfortable ar mmes in our lives. it means
that we have the sbiliny w seek God's face and have His help to cops and ovar-
come Trust thar God can and will fix things in cor life, Allow God to lead, and
not the culture of this world. Through Christ we all have the ability to manage the
strass our lves, don’t let sress mapage vono Put youor st o God and live m the
p=ace and presence of vour Savier!

Chrizty Young is the Mezred wife of Chris Toung and proud mother of Hunter
and Holden, She o a ljfe-long restdent of Mitchell County, bookbeaper at Toung,
Maller & Gillespie, P4, and a member gf Bear Creek Bapiist Church.

wanw brenews. com
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The Open Door
By Tim Troa
Burke Courniy

Coce more, myy life has renomed o the open door, once
dizcoverad nearly half a cenfury ago.

It was ymexpected but 3 welcome visit from one of our da-
partment’s professors. He had stopped by merely to say bello, a {3
cordizl melnsion if vou will. Sincs starting rvy new position m
lifa, many of my colleagues, with whem [ zarve, have had lifle dme for fallow-
ship with the ead of the semaster and then the Christmas break all ecouming so
quickly it sestned. Since we are s6ll now m the stretch of time that precedes = new
sarpester, there is finzlly dme o learn about one another. Thers are no studants,

o final grades due, just & few staff members and faonloy prepanne for the coming
davs. The professor whe had dropped in, whe for now I will call Dr. Mo, seemed
1o be as curions abour me as [ was lim Our conversatoen maversed fron plessant-
rigs of the rerent holidavs to that of teaclung, and life

After I shared with lim nyy recent spplicaton o Graduate School we bagan
to talk mors in-depth abowt how classes m the Computer Science Depariment ara
strucured. Before long, we ware comparing various insmictions] methods, albeit
hiz from & mwch hizher plage of learning than whar I had bean aceustomed to. It
was abont this paint when he zsked me 3 vary profound gueston, owe thar searmad
vaguely familiar. “How do you explaim o 2 student thar prosranuming 2 small
piece of code or project is important?™

The gqueston, in fact, remindad me of spunething ope of wy fommer High
School studeants nught say. It could easily be considered the bave of thonghs that
all High School Math teachers hated to hear, probably the most imitaing queston
beard, “When am I ever gotng o use this?” We knew that the quesdon cngivared
at home becanse our smedents often told us thar their parents were of the same
mindser Zo, the disdain for leamupg something that has apparenty oo useful value
in life is not siuply a secondary level educarion problem, from whar I was hear-
ing. It was somethmg that permeates our culture no maner the level or instinufion.

Dir. o then zskad, “Heow would won tell them ic maners?”

The answer swirled around v nry baad amongst 2 bundrsd examples. 21 of
which szemed to point to the obvions - sometimes the big plcnoe = diffioal o 22
whan vou are i the middle of the forest. Yes, the answer was there, bt something
alse was speaking to mee a7 the same mne. I any of you lack wisdom, let kim ask
of God, thar giveth to all men libecally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be ziven
him.

Suddenly, in my mind that ancient door openad, and I stood up.

W had o0 badly wanted to 2o see what all the muckus had been sbout. For a
couple of davs, machines and men bad been working on the demeliden of the
now-deceased widow Mrs. Wolfe's boane. Her buzband, the late Dr Walfe, had
died long bafore [ was bom, so we never knew mmch about who he was or how he
came to be 3 Doctor. Tons. his lepacy was sunply the swaet old Rirs, Walfe, who,
ton, was now gone forever. Coe by one, the eldars of our inle famume communicy
of New Hannony, Indiana were disappearing, and with them 2 way of [ife.

Wiord was that the kistorical sociery had parchased her bome znd that thay
were going to konock the stately old house down and rebnald soogething o the
style of the rest of the other listoric homes o town. The historicz] society and
the common townspeople always sesmed to be ar odds. The fonuer, with teir
sophisticated overbearing attimde of wanting to create & “Shavgn La,” if vou will,
whers people could come from far and wide to escape the smeszes of Life. Here In
this Midwest uropia, they conld learn of the Fappires, a failed social concapt, and
bow they too merely meant fo find a place whers work and God could conupgls.
In the end, their demize became the mepiraton for the more recent history seeking
philanthropists’ desiras.

MDMemmahele. the farmers of the ares merely souglt to faed their families. Slow-
1y, we watched as our lifle agronlnoal toww was gamed, the eliosts ereding what
once bad been 2 thodving farming compounity. The destaciion of Xirs. Wolfe's
hooe was simply ancther casnalty in the vmspoken class war

Tust the suummer or so before, Xrs. Wolfe had asked oy grandma if aov of het
srandchildren mizht be able fo out ber grass. My grandma had quistly pulled me
astde one afternoon asked me if T conld help her elderly neighbor, Won ses, tous
srandkids, it was an honor o have srandma pall you aside to ask yvou to do any-
thing for ker. 5o, I was beside myself when I leamed that grandms wanted me o
halp her dear eldarly naigbbor. It was 2 sy summier day when T pulled the aged
puzh mower across the pasture. We pever had a lot of contact with Mrs. Walfe,
bt what lirtle we did, we always came away feeling blessad. Thar parmonlar day
was o different. After the last stimp of grass was mowad, I shut down the mower
and weat back to pick up the can of gaseline near the froat porch M. Wolfe had
comme te the door and motoned we fo come over I pesvishly walked up to her as
she leaned out the hesvy wooden froat deer. “Come here pow,” she said, smiling
sweetly. “You take this.” she motoped waving the paper money at ma.

“Mo, ma'am,” I responded, “T didn't’ do it for that ™

She wouldn™t have awy of miy righteous posturing, and ber evebrows furrowed,
“Tow vou come here and rake this.” she said in 2 sterner voice, “You can raka
zome of vour consins 10 town and get a weart ar least”

She knew my weakness doing for others, and with that, [ apprehansivaly
walked up and ook the money. It shocked me to see the snare 5300 bull m myy
hand It seemed like the most money I kad ever seen at one tme, apd io those
davs, probably was. Shocked, I backed away, thanking her profosaly as ske closed
the door, smuling broadly.

“You tell your srandmiother; thank you for me " she said loudly through the
Zlazs of the door.

“Yes, ma'am,” I quipped as [ raced off to show zrandma the pewfound waalth,
Grandma wasn't bappy about the money, bat she eveamally softened to oar plead-
ing, apd we made that ifle jannt o the dime store o fowm Later that daw for a

swaet Teat.

Tliow, just a couple vears
removed, our pleading convinced
srandma to lef us have our way
once more, and we soon fonnd
ourselves explorng the piles of
dahbris ameng what Litle was
left of the former Wolfe estate,
Mothing much remained bt save
for piles of wood aod cns single
deor frame. As we found our way
imto what had cos time been the living roowm, the one from whick 2Irs. Wolfe kad
bhanded me that vast sum of monsy, ooy bean became sad. Hare our prowd neizh-
bors had once lived, conrent, and starelv in their home, They kadn't inyparred their
societal wishes upon us, but rather chose to live in hamoony with us, accepring us
for who we were. and Hkewise ns them.

Slowly, Twalked up to tha remaining door frame with the door snll mtact
Cme of my cousins called from balipd “Be careful ” a3 my tender, youme hand
reached for the doorknob. Slowly, Topened the barelv standing door and from
within what cnce was the coat closes, now sat a pile of rubble. We began to pick
a few chards of wood and brick off the top, and mnch o my surprise, below the
so0t and dust, was 2 pile of brown, twead cloth-coversd books. We began to lock
through them. [ke archeclogists it an Ezypian bumal tomb, shaking our heads
at the leerpelyphic shapes oo the pages. The writing inside books was 3 nivs-
terv. There were some recognizable words, but wmost of the book was wrimea in
some alien langmage. complete with crazy symbols and lemers we had naver sesn
bafore. W aach grabbed a book awpd raced back to our lnwobls farmbonse o show
srandma. There we recomvensd 25 was commaon arond the worn Formesa cov-
ared kirchen table. We even mrned on the overhaad lizht and with smdions awe
and our best mvrallace, mied o decipher the anciant code.

W wars 2z lost a3 a ball in bigh weads,

Grandma was even &t a loss for words. She simply said, “Maybe one of yvon
spmeday can fizure it out,” and ske laf it ar that. It was at that momens sha had
plawted the sead, knowingly or not. Later that day, [ would vow to my cousins thar
somedsy [ was zoing to leam bhow to read that book, po maner how long in life &t
would take.

“Ton do thar,” oy cousin Peggy replied sarcastically with her nuscheevons
grin.

Az T stood up from my chair Dr Mo watched as T walked over to the book-
shalf My weathered hand reached info the smray of books and pulled out a smgla,
tweed cloth-coverad book titled, “Appliad Machapics ™

“Won see Do Mo" T zatd to my gwest 2s I slowly opeved the baook, “some-
ey the apswer takes 3 lifetime to leam ™

There written msida the front cover in hes own band ware the words, “prop-
amy of John Walfe.” I thea shared with the professor of finding the book a3 a child
znd bow T had taken the vow to soomeday leam how to read the finmy wridngs
inside. Those questions 3 o, “Why would we ever peed tdus " echoed v oy mind
as I spoke. Then, to show him the siznificance of the momens, T momed to the back
of the book. There, carafully placed cver 100 years earlier, Dir Wolfe kad placad
zpmething that was to encourage not only kimself but 3 vounz peishbor fanw oy
many decades later; 3 manually tvped page, peatly folded in half, copranung his
test and quiz soores froan the class for which the book was mtended. The faded,
barely vizible dafe read, 1918-1917.

Turnieg to my pew fHend, T contdousd, “When we can show someaone the
significance of something in contewt, how it itz o the big pronre, we can then
bezin to appreciate the linle steps that it takes to get thare”

Dr Mo smuled and nodded in confinuation.

T contvued, “We may not be zble to explain whart we s2e at aoy given polne
io dme. Sormetitoes, our expernence is beyond what we can descrbe. But witk
e, Grod provides us the wisdom o achisve 3 new level of comprehepszion. Like
the prophet Ezekiel myving w describe the visions of Angels that some say more
dascribe that of alien spaceshaps. be too could onlv use 3 lanuage of whech be
was capable of understanding.™

IThanded Dt Mo the book so he could lock at it more closely. He smiled and
zaid, “This book is more than just a book. It has a smeular sipnificapce beyond all
other books like it bacause of this parsonalizztion ™

“Yes,” | nodded, “mndeed it does.”

And so, once more in life. T retumeed to that barely standing open door of the
Wolfe's ancisnr home, Grasping the hapdle, 1 opened it wide, without fear, for
Grod was with me. There were no cries from leery cousins o warn me of the
dangers, caly the veice of God beckoning me oo “Adnd b not conformed fo i
woarld: bur be ve mrangfbemed by the remewing of vour mind, that ye may prove
what iz thar poed, and acceprable, and perfect, will of God "

Step in with me, Dir. Mo, step on o and let the light shine witun,

Thanks be to God

Timarhy W Trom lves i Codlertoville, NCO with iz famaly. He is the former
Director of the Trail of Faith m Taldene, where be still volunteers and helps wiih
faurs. He now feaches Marh Al fme ar Wanauea High School in Boone. He iz

rhe aquthor of @ sew Chetstian sermes, "Children gf the Light " with the first book
being, “Bruecks fo Heaven,  and Riz recent book, being the second, "The Light in
rhe Darkness. ' He is an active blogeer, ariizt, and musician. Timerhy alro has a
BSEE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker: He can be meached ar twironialiive. com
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PruittHealth,
Committed to Caring since 1969

Serving Avery, Mitchell, Yancey,
and surrounding counties.

PrulttHealth Home Health (Avery)
828-733-1550

PruittHealth Home Health (Mitchell)
828-688-3421

PruittHealth Home Health (Yancey)
828-682-7825

When you and your loved one need home
health care, PruittHealth Home Health is ready
with a skilled team that combines expertise,
state-of-the-art technologies, and deeply
rooted commitment to deliver the best in home
health care.

When you return home from the hospital or
long-term inpatient care, or just need skilled
care at home, our home health team is ready
to help yvou move along the path to optimim
health and wellness.

Our team of skilled experts coordinate care,
providing:

« Skilled nursing services

* Physical therapy

* Occupational therapy

* Speech therapy
* Medical social services

* Home health aides

We use advanced electronic charting systems
to track progress and treatments in real time,
resulting in better care in your own home. To
ensure the best possible care, we focus on
educating both our patients and families on
the personalized care pathway that is tailored
to their needs.

nelg
]

x Pruitt Home

PruittHealth.com
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