January 2020
By Dioug Harrall
Mirchell Cownty

As we face a new year oy thoughts zo back to the scrhp-
tare shout becoming 3 new person in Chrise.

"That ye put off concerning the former conversation the
old man, which iz carrupt according fo the decaiffl Tusis;
And be renewed in the zpivit of vour mind. And that ve put
o the naw man, which qiter God is created in rightecusness and rue holiness. ™
Ephesians 4:22-24 KTV

Take a few minutes and think about the Mew Year and as yvon do, think akbont
yourself What are your goals and objectives for the year 20207 We all falk aboat
Mew Year's Fesolunons and tharis a good thing, bar resolving to do something
and then camrying through with accomplishing those things takes more than just
making the resohition. You mmst make concrete plans to accomplish those resolu-
tions. The old adsge that if vou keep doing what you have abarays done vou
will keep receiving what you have always received is so comect. If vou plan on
making a change you must make changes in your thonghts and actoms. A critical
part of changze is o change the mputs inbo your mind and thoughts, changing your
enviromment, mayibe your circle of fiends, what yon are reading or listening to.
Again, garbage in garbage out is true of our minds and cur bodies. We rarely miss
feeding our bodies, but what about cur minds and our souls, our enfite spirit.

Take some time and really picture yourself as the person you would Like fo be.
EBe honest when looking af areas of your life that need to be changed if you are
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seTious about making 3 change. I find that spending fime in the Bible every day
and really reading the instuctions for life makes a luge difference. We do have
svailable the instructions, and no, they are not just suggestions, they are mstnec-
tions for living life fo the fullest

“Thergfore [f ey man be in Chrizt, he &5 a new crearure: oid things are passed
away. behold all things are become . And all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to imself by Jesuws Christ, and hath ghan fo us the mimniztry gf rec-
omciligfion, ” 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 ETWV

Life here on earth is fll of challenges daily, none of us are mmnne o the
thoms of life, it when we really mnderstand Good and His perfect will, we will be
shle to navigate the hills and ravines that we will be faced with. Getting in lock-
step with Jesus makes all the difference im life. Leam to seck the good and perfect
will for yourself and your family as you start this new year. Ask for and seek
patence to accept things that vou don't always nnderstand. Relax and lat God is
the most important thing we can do to have the peace that passes imderstanding.

“dnd wa know that all things work, fogether for pood fo them that love God, fo
rham who are the called according o kis purpose. ” Fomans 828 ETV

Determine 1o become maore like vour Savior would have you be as you get
ready to tread the road of 2020, tom your eyes npon Jesus and st His uidance.
listen to the still small voice and most His wisdom. Your life won't necessarily ba
mouble-free but your mind will becoms that way.
To God be the glory. Happy MNew Year!

Doue Harmell iz a ljfe-long resident gf Mitchell Cowngy, Ovner of Harmell Hill
Farms, Inc, a member gf Bear Creek Baptist Chunch.
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By Tozh Robinson
Mirtchell County

Weighbors Feeding MNeighbors Food Ministry is open Monday, from 12:00
— 200 pm to give out food We will be in the office on Toesday from 12 to 5.
Thursday will be by appointments only.

We deliver to shut in and diszbled families one time 3 month.

We are in need of financial sopport to help purchase food for the food bomes and
for our Conumumity meals.
We hawe prowm by leaps
and boumds bt our finan-
Ministry serves Mirtchell
Asrery, and Yancey County.
IT STAYS LOCAL!

If you wonld like to
domate please get in touch
with Allen 828-385-0446, 1@ 1o right is 4my Hotlman-Director, Huntar
Amy 828-385-3975, or the  praipmam, Josh Robinson-4ssiztant Director, Ailen
Ministry office phone 828~ proiowam Director
208-2019. You can mail a
check to Meizhbors Feeding Meighbors to PO Box 322, Spruce Pine HC 28777,
or by credit card on our website (@ wow. nfnfoodnumisiry. org.

January Upcoming Events

Gth: Food Box Pickup- This is open to anyone that is in need of food from 12:00
to 6500 poy

Tth: Bible Stody-This is open to anyone. It will be at Neighbors Peeding Meigh-
bors Food Minisoy from §:00 to 7-:00 pm.

13th: Open Market-This is free produce and other items. This is open to anyone.
Location will be af the Food Mintstry from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.

18th; Commmnity MMeal-This is 2 hot meal that is open to aoyone and any age. We
iy o have activimes for the children from 4:00 w §:00.

2{th: Food Box Pickwp-This is open to anyone that is in need of food from 12:00
to &:00.

21zt Bible Smdy-This is open to anyone. It will be ar Heighbors Feeding Meigh-
bors Food Ministry from §:00 to 7200 pm.

27th: Open Market-This is free produce and other items. This is open to anyone.
Loczton will be af the Food Mintsiry from 1-:00 to 5:00 pm.

phone: B28-208-2018—E-mail address: ninfoodminisoryidzmail com-— Websita:

Our Journey to Foster Parenting

Josh Rodinzon is the Asizant Director Nelghbors Feeding Neiphbors Food Min-
Ltry.

By Byan and Aleigha West
McDowell Coumnty

We wanted to be parents, yet the stork newer
came! We prieved, we heslsd. we moved on, but
the desire to parent never lefi. We conld wallow
in self-pity or take the lemons and make lempmn-
ade. We chose lemonada! We imvestigated foster
care and leamned that there are children, throagh
oo fault of their own, who need a zafe, lovinz
home temporanly and that is exactly what we
had to offer! So we took the classes and zot licensed.

We were worried the process was too lonz, baf it wasa't and our licensing
worker walked us through every step!

e were worried we wounldn't know how to parent, bat no child comes to amy
parent with instmactions. Each child has different needs. We have leaned on oar
community of family, fiends, our social workers, and the children’s biplegical
families when we need parenting support!

We were worried biolegical families wonld dislike us, but they don’t! Un-
derstandingly. they are fimstrated with the simation. They deserve our patiencs,
respect, and above all to really love their kids well!

e weare worried the children would be destrucave or nnmanagegble, bt they
aren’t. They will be upset with the ciroamstances and that is when they need us
ithe most!

We were wornied we would get too attached and WE DiD! We certainly zet too
attached! Howewver, when vou love 3 child well, von love their biological family
too! And we are elated to see a family rennited and thriving!

We became foster parents bacamse we believe that sweet endings can come
from bifter beginnings snd beanty can come from brokenmess! Cur biggest regret
is not becoming foster parents sooner!

Conract McDowell DS to leam more about becoming a foster family: 328-
§52-3355.

Eyan and Algigha West have bean foster pavenss Snce Aprel 2018, Ryan works
i firance and Aleigha is sfay at home mom.  They attend East Warion Baptisi
Church and are pravgflid for the nupport of family, fitend, and their church family
om e fhster care journay.

Jesus answered and said wndo him, Verdly, verily, I say unie thee, Excepd a mun
be born again, he cannot see the ingdem of God. John 323

Compassionate Care
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Palliative- Hospice+Counseling

Wonderful Care When You Need It Most

856 Georges Fork Road, Burnsville, NC 28714
328-682-9675

Info@compassionatecarewnc.org
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Bear Creek The Bridge Church Berry Chapel
Baptist Church - of WNC Bﬂ;ﬂlt ch:trnh
MEm Spruce Pine, NC 28777 Epnml_‘rr:“lﬂg.mmﬂ
www . bearcreskbaptist. com wwwbridgewne, org o kil e
Reverend Bruce Cannon Pastors - Tom & Tammy Anglin Pastor - Steve Williams
Sunday School 9:45 AM Sunday Sarvica 10-30AM Sunday School 8:45 AM
Worship Service 10:45 AM Waednesday Service 7.00PM Worship Servica 11:00 AM
Batemns 6 oty || sheargcesyel
Evening Worship £:45 PM “Homa of Tr County Christian Schoal® Wadnesday Evening
Wednasday Worship 7:30 PM Cur passion is fo belp mnnact the Body of Servica T:00 PM
ot in this area s order o 3ee e
"For God so loved the world, he of God trarsform our stats, Where Everybody is S
gave his only Son..." nation and word! {Ses John 1721 And Jesus Christ is Lord|
Grassy Creek Baptist m Faith Fellowship Church
Church Champ Ray Rd.
Adventist Church s
AT S0 e 208 Hwl 2187 Jamestown Road i
Spruca Pine, NG M NE [B2B-5T5-0284
ot 820.084-8212 www finorg
waw.grassycreekbe,ong ww flcnradi.org
oo Pastor: David Gillespie
Sunday School 10:00am :
"5.'".,“”"" bl s oy Bible h.-dirk:.l:ar?ﬂn Sunday School - 10:00 em
Mm Sabbath Worship - 11:00 am Wiorship Senvice - 10:45 am
JAM. (Josus and Me) 7:00pm ‘egetaran Buffet afier church Wednesday Bibie Study - T:00pm
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Mid-week worship 7-00pm » Prayer & Proclaim - ondered by o Lond:
“That Mitchall County 7:00 pm Ared he delighteth i his way
miay know Christ” www.margantonsda.org Psalm 3723
Plumtree Presbyterian| | Pleasant Hill Baptist West Burnsville Burkemont
Church Church Baptist Church Baptist Church
Phmires, ME 28664 2396 Enola Road 222 West Bumsvills Church Rd. 4668 Burkemont Rd.
8- PH5-6518 PRCEE Y This S Bumnsville, NC 28714 Morganton, NG 28655
T ! el B (828)-582-3990 826-437-2357
Fastor Ryan - www.pleasanthiibe church For more iwm
Rl Pastor: Terry Long pleass
Sy Schvd 45 am Senior Pastor Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. wiww. burkemontbaptist.org
"Wership Barsics 110 am Dr. Jack Hodges Moming Service: 11:00 a.m.
L i Tumscioy-Thasbay sveriga, -0 s Sarvice: 6:00 Dr. Luke A. Lane
i et | | Sunday Scnook: g30am | | e lt 8 SEER ISR '
S Wonl i 10 e oy p-m. 8:30am - Early Worship
T N 1t A .y 1 e o undery Evoning: Ll Church visko: Gloing Geed theough 9:45am - Su School
i e i Wednesday Evening 8230 pm hncwring, growing, gaing. to bl e church itoam s ﬁymhh
ok in my nama. Love All Reach Al Tasch AL Sand AP el gt W el B:00pm = Evening Worship
Great Ho
— Marion Seventh-day First Baptist Church of Pl m Bzin:ri tﬂg;‘n“n:l: g
Adysiut it v Spruce Pine Adventist Church s ey
z 125 Tappan Sireat 2907d LS TOE
Marion, NC 28752 Sprce Pis. NC 28777 H,: Spmos m.} NC 28777
(828) Ge8-4018 www, sprucapinefbe. com lim www. pinabranchbaptist.nat
Pastor Tim Sheridan e Pastor Barry MaHomey Reverend Bobby Joe Greene
Senior Pastor Sabbath (Saturday)
Sabbalh (Saturday] Stuidy.10-00am Sunday School » :45-10:40am
Bibla Study - 8:15am Mmmm":ﬂra‘uﬂ ﬂ'ﬂm smwm@"; 11-30am Worship Service * 10:45am
Sabbath Worship - 10:50 am Sunday Evening - 8:00 pm Vegetarian Buffet after church Sunday Evaning * 6:30pm
[Reaching tha Warld with the Evariasting] Wegnssday Evaning -6:30 pm Wednesday - Praiss, Prayer &
Gospel of Jesus Christ Mol DL Saiha o Tenis Proclaim - 7:00pm A Bible-believing Fellowship
waw migrnc. acvanlistchurch.ong God, Submitling fo Gad! www.gresthopasds. com Loving God and Loving Peogle
T’ &
Spruce Pine United Newland Christian Charch Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in
Methodist Church 2800 Milers Gap Highway this important outreach effort.
11080 Hwy. 226 South Newland, NC 28657 . . .
Spruce Pine, NG 28777 Phone (828) 260-1404 You can let tourists, visitors and
spumc3gibalisouth net bres even neighbors know where your
gl dbae Pasicr - Phlp Greens church is and when you meet
I by listing in the BRCN Church
S B Sunday Schook: 245 am ki et ;
Wwpf%m Sunday Worsbip: 11 am Directory. This visible and effective
o “':'m““;_“""”w"' Sunday Evering Bible Mﬂﬂ; advertising is specially priced at
Methodist Church e o b 8 bescon an P T g 5300.00 per vear for our churches -
Gt R Wi Pt *A Local Congregation of Chisfs Church” approximately 55.75 a week!
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TRUTH AND GRACE FOUND HERE.

Have you experienced the 1,200-acre mountain retreat founded by Billy Graham? Come to The Cove
in Asheville and immerse yourself in life-changing seminars fed by renowned Bible teachers. From our

charming i nd delicdous cuising to windi alking trail i
043 1nns a Bl E CUiSIng Wi 1T W ing IE..E'-'EI.'H"L!!I.I-H'; o

here is designed to help you rest and find lasting spiritual growth. There is no God the Lord
charge for seminars in 2020, (Material, food, and lodging fees apply.) will speak.”
FOR DETAILE, VIHIT THECOVE.QRG OR CALL B28-771-4800, ~FERAH BE, LY

nooEa@

ww brenews . com Jammary 2020 - Blue Fidge Christian Mews page 5



Be Motivated by Joy
By Josh Read

In his posthamcowsly published work Letters to Mal-
colm, C.5. Lewis wrote, “Tov is the serious business of
hpaven ™

Joy = experienced in virually limitless ways A child’s
first memaorable experience af the ocean A senior adult’s
comversation with a dear frend over tea. Laughing, sing-
g, crying and shrieking are all ways to express joy.

True joy ranscends coronmstances. It has 3 desp anchor and is mot dependent
upon ternporal and festing fealings.

There are few things in this world that swaken joy like secing somesne cross
from death to life after hearning the gospel of Jesus Christ. The apostle Fobn tells us
what is behind compnmicatng this good news: The joy of conumimion wity the life
of Grodl

In 1 Tohn 1:1-4. the apostie opens by speakine of the life of God. It was “foon the
begimung, " meaning that it has existed since before the foundstions of the earth.

True joy ranscends coronmistances and is not dependent npon feeting fealings.

Jobn goes on to elaborate on this life. They had heard of it with their very ears,
they had tonched it with their very hamds, and they had looked wpon it with their
very eves. How? Becanse God took oo flesh and dwelt among 1s through the persan
of His Som, Jesus. This life, this eternal life, was made manifest and revealed to
God's people.

The resuls of this revelation is stunning. Fobn writes with certainty that they kave
fellowship with this life through the nse of the Greek word komonia. Koinonda
means 3 “sharing in or participation with ™ Jobm makes the andacions claim that—
becsuze of the appearmg of the person and work of Fesus — they share smd partics-
pate in the very life of Ceod that has existed for all etemity.

What does this life consist of 7 If we take the content serioushy, if incndes testify-
mg aboat, proclzimine and sharing this very life with ome result in mimd — that
others wonld also join in thizs komonia

John then tells ws that joy is complete when we give this life sway. 5o, puiting
everything together, the inner life of God and the life revealed in Jesus is a life of
self~miving love Lewis’ claim, if taken inte our hears, should iznite an evangelistc
revohition in the 21st-century church, the likes of which has mot been seen since the
first meneration of disciples.

MMMmmﬂmemmdehmﬂnm-
m"‘iﬁﬂrm niis 2 PATETE ] SIS0 disrinleshm ﬁ:ﬂ'!mnﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ_
Emmuunsﬁamngmdm.mﬂlucm

Jozh Beed semaas as the semior consuitant for the Adult Evangelizm and Dizaple-

ship Team.

Your Story Counts
By Rev. John B. Sorensen

Do you have a story —the story about what God has dope in
your Life? Dip vou share &7

Crur stories sre powerful In fact. the Bible savs our stories
belp us live victorioashy. “dnd they have defamied hom by the
Bbiood gff the Lamb and By thair testimeny " (Bevelation 12:11
m‘]%e;mﬂan:ismm_r Christians simply dom't believe it We think our stories are
too simple or ordinery to matter, at they do. Yo testimony — the story of bow God
kas changed your Life — could be the very thing that God nses to reach someone with

God nses mhm%uﬂmfﬂmmpmﬂmﬂmm
to the restmonies of murackes and great faith. Bur 1 Conincians 1:27 says dhat “Crod

has chozen the foolish thing: qf the worid fo shome the wise” (WIV). Sometimes it's
the simvple stories of child-like fith thet someons needs to kear in order to see God.

O story i tangible. God meets us where we are In our experience and in our per-
spnality. Each encommter is imique. When we share that story, we allow others to see
with their pwn eves the transformation test God hss made in oor lives. It dermpnstrates
His power, mot just 2,000 years azo, but mday,

Cror story 15 confimnal. Our story 5 simply abowt the steps of fith we take toward
following Christ. Of course, the first step we took was to accept God's free zift of
eternal life. But our testimony doesn’t end there. Throuzhout the rest of lives, we
comtinue 1o take steps of faith, steps that lead ns mio a deeper, closer relationship with
our Heavenly Father. Those staries are just as powerfil.

Crur story brings Life. Chr testimony poimis to the One who provides etemal life Tt
iz not albowt us; it’s sbont Hom We were once dead and now are alive. We were once
blind, tnet noear wee see. Char story is powerful becanse of what Christ has done nos —
not because of amything we have done ourselves. W point to Him when we share our
TSmOy,

Gospel. It's personsl, and it's powerful. But to make your story coumst, it mst be
shared. If you've never shared your story before, begin by writing it down. Then prac-
tice sharing it Most ioportandy, sllow God to use it to reach others.

If vou need help writing your story, visit our free testmony-building tool at whats-
TOYsIoTY.OTE.

Rev. Jokn B. Sorenzen, DD iz the President'CEQ gf Evamgelizm Explosion nter-

national, headgrartered in drden, N.C. EE haz been a leader in equipping Chris-
tigns o share their fath for more than J0 years. For more free tips and nesources,

visit @vangalismexplosion. org.

WE ARE
HERE FOR

Brian Center Spruce Pine

218 Laurel Creek Ct. - Spruce Pine, NC 28777 « Phone: B28-765-7312

r!,’ The Brian Center team wants to be

YO.

w Come take a tour and reserve your private room today!

a resource to the community.
We are a § star Medicare rated facility.

L8 6.6 &

It's our goal to get community members
back home as quickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
Joint Replacement Care
Cardiac Care

Stroke Recovery

Respiratory Care

Wound Care

Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Advanced Therapy Modalities

Ultra Sound Heat & Cold Therapy
TENS Electncal Stimulation
Diathermy Mobile Swallow Studies

* Fax: B28-765-7235

wwrw bicnews.com
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The Justice of God
By Billy Graham

Onpe of the most colorfinl fizures in American history
was Fobert 5. Inpersoll. He was an apnostic who gave
dramatic lecmres thronshout the nation abont his dowbts
concerpimng the existence of God. One might when he was
addressing an mudiencs in A mmall town in Mew York he
proclaimed eloguenthy his doubts abont fiture judgmvent
and hell

When he was finished, an 0ld dronk stood up in the
rear of the hall and said with a thick tongue, “1 sure hope yon're nght, Brother
Bob. I'm counting oo that!™

Modern man does not like o think of God o terms of wrath, anger, and judz-
ment. He likes to make God according to his own ideas and give God the charac-
reristics e wants Him to possess. Man mies to remake God to confonm o his own
wishful thinking zo that he can make himsslf comforable in his sns

This mpdern god has the attmbutes of love, mercy, and forgivensss, bt is with-
ont justice. Man dossn’t want to be judged and pumished for sin. He “reconstracts™
Grpd along the lines of tolerance. all-embracimg love and universal goodwill.

In this picture of God, there are no laws that demand absolote obedience and
no standards to which man mst adhere. For exampls, more than 900 clergymen
and stadents gathered some fime ago at Harvard Divingty School to ponder the so-
called “pew morality™ and its significance for the church

Ome professor of divinity said that premarital sex between engaged couples
was all right, that God wonld “understand.™ A professor at another theological
schon] thowght that no sexnal relsfionship should be absolutely condemned by the
church. Thos, many church leaders confinue to reconstract God sccordmg fo the
secular and lnomanistic trends of oor dmes.

“Mhdan mies to remake God to conform to his own wishfol thinking so that he
can make himself comfortable in his sins.™

Hiowewer, this kind of pod would make 3 preposterons world. Tt would be cha-
oiic, iresponsible, self-destroving. It would be impossible to live with certainty
in that kind of world. To have meaning, life must be based upon the law and a
lawgiver.

The Pzalmist said: “The law of the Lond 1= perfect, comverting the soul, the
festimany qf the Lord is sure. making wise the simple; the statwtes qf the Lord are
Fight, refolcing the heart, the commarndmant gf the Lord is pure, enliphiening the
gyes " (Psalm 19:7-8)

The Bible wams that “evil men do not undersiand jusfice” (Prowverbs 28:3).

Jesus Himself put His stamp of approwal on the Lowr when He said, “It is easier
Jor hamven and earth fo pass away than for one Hitle gf the law to fail " (Luke
18:17). The Law of Moses and the Sermon on the Roant sre standsrds that can
never be chanped Mo clerpyman has a right to lower them in the name of God; o
do =0 is o be in danger of defiling the law, blaspheming God and becoming zuilty
of herasy.

The Bible declares that God is 3 God of judzment, wrath, and anger. Time after
fme Jesus warmed of judgment: “Evry idle word mren may speak, thay will ghve
account gf it in the day of judemenr” (Matthew 12:36).

“The Som gf Man will zend out Hiz angels, and they will gather ouf gf His
kimgalom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cazt
them info the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnazhing of teeth ™ (hiat-
thew 13:41-42).

The apostles taught throughout the Mew Testament that judement will come.
The Apostle Panl said: “He has appointed a day an which He will judese the world
in righteowumess By the Man whom He haz ordained ™ (Acts 1731

The mathor of the Book of Hebrews wiote, “It is appoinied for man to die once,
bur gfter this the judgment ™ (Hebrews 327).

They “will give an account fo Him who iz ready fo judee the lhing and the
dead,” said Peter in 1 Peter 4:5.

The Apostie John expressed it this way: “The kings of the earth, the grear mem,
the rich men, the commeanders, the mighty men, @very slave and every free man,
hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mowmsaing, and said fo the
mountains and rocks, Fall on uz and hide ws from the face of Him who siis on the
throne and from the wrath gf the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath haz come,
and who iz able to stand?™ (Fevelston 6:15-17).

Hundreds of passages point to 8 time of judement for every person who has
ever lived—nome will escape. If you took all the refersncas to judgment out of the
Bible, you would have little Bible left.

“They will ghae account to Him who i3 ready fo judee the Ining and the dead. ™
—1 Peter 4:5

God kas offered His love and mercy and forgiveness o men. From the cross,
Grod has said to the whole world, “T lowe yow.” However, when that love is delib-
erately rejected, the only altermative is judzment

The great udgment of sinners is recorded in Fevelaton 20:11-13, whera the
Apostle Tobm says, “Then Jsaw a grear whine throme and Him who sat on 17, from
whaoze flace the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was _found no place for
them. And I zaw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books wara
opened. dnd another book wa: epened, which iz the Book gf Life. dnd the dead
ware fudeed acconding fo thefr works. ™

Here is the jodzment toward which every person outside of Christ is headed.
od has already set the date. All people, of all races and nationalities, both past
and present, will be there. You may make and break appointments in this life, but
this is one appointment you are gomg o keep.

In “that day™ the boeoks will be opened, the Bible savs. Those who have not
accepted Christ—whether they were rich or poor, titled or common, old or young,
healihy or 1ll, sound of body or crippled, famous or obscure—uwill be revealed for
all to see. What a terrifying moment for millions when the books are opened art the

judzment!

This is the day that Jesus referred o in the Sermmon on the Mount “Nor avary-
ong whe says fo Me, Lowd, Lowd, 'zhall enter the Engdom gf hemoen, bt ke who
dhoas the will gf My Father in heaven. Mary will zay to Ma in thar day. "Lord,
Lord, hanve we not prophesied im Jour name, cast out demans in Your name, and
dong many wonders in Your name? " And then Iwill declare fo them, T mever Enew
Jyou, degart from Me, you who praciice lmwleszness!"" (Matthew 7:21-23).

Even people who did the work of the Lord will be included. They were busy in
the church. They did many wonderful works. But Jesus Himsalf will sav, “T never
knew you. ™ What a dreadful thing! They thought their oom good works wounld
save thern. It should sober us to realize that someday Fesns Christ will be Tudge.
"For the Father judeer no one but has committed all judement o the Son ™ (John
522

1[I.:!I*-Ilen‘l:i’an&uCandlzrwasa.ymmgmanprlctir_tuglaw,he&eﬁa:.ﬂed:man
accused of moorder. The young lawyer went all ont in kis effort to clear his client
of the charge. There were some extennsting cirqummstances, and Candler made the
maost of them in his ples before the jury.

“Today Christ is our Lawyer, pleading on our behalf He is our Savior, willing
to forgive and cleanse and forget. However, there is coming a fearful day when He
will be the Fudge.™

Also, the aged father and mother of the defendant were in the court, and the
young lawyer moved on the sympathies and emotions of the jury by frequent
references to the God-fesring parents.

In due conrse. the jury reached a werdict: mot guilty. The youne lawyer, himesslf
& Christian_had a serious talk with his clesred client He wamed him to steer clear
of evil ways and to tmast God's power to keep him straight.

Years passed. Again, the man was brought i court. Again, the charze was
muarder. Candler, the Lawyer who had defended him at his first mial, was now the
judze on the bench At the conclusion of the tmisl, the jury rendered its verdict
Euilry.

Ordering the condenmed man to stand for sentencing, Jodge Candler said, “At
yvour first irial I was vour lawryer. Today I am yvour judge. The verdict of the jury
makes it mandatory for me to senfence vou to be hanged by the neck unfil you are
dead ™

Today Christ is our lawnyer. pleading on our behalf He iz our Savior, willing to
forgive and cleanse snd forget However, there = coming 3 fearful day when He
will ke the Fudge.

Are you prepared to meet God” The Prophet Amos, in waming the people of
judzment in his day, used the expression, “Prepare fo meet your God ™ (Amos
4:12}. Are you prepared to meet God at the judgment”? Because you see, we don't
have very nmch longer to live

Ewen a fll life of 70 years is jast 2 moment in etemdty. Life is passing fast for
all of us. It won't be long untl we stand before God to give an accoumt of how we
have lived in this life. Are you prepared?

You azk, “Whar do I have to do to prepare?” The Bible says that yow omst
repent of your sins. Jesus said. “Dindess vou repent you will_.. perizh”™ (Loke 13:3)
Second, vou mnst receive Christ as your Lord and Savior.

And you can receive Him nght nor and trust Him at this moment. The Bible
sa¥s you are (o receive Him now—" Now & the accepred fime " (2 Corinthians
62} Diom’t pat it off. Don't say, “T'1] think sbout it.” Don’t say, “T°1 do it tomor-
row.” Do it right new. At this moment, say ves to Jesus Christ

YANCEY SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

COME JOIN US FOR LUNCH
SERVED MONDAY THOUGH FRIDAY
11:30-12:00
60 AND OVER EAT FREE

828-682-6011
503 MEDICAL CAMPUS DRIVE
BURNSVILLE, NC

Not by works af righteousness which we have dome, bui occording fo hiv merey

ke saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and remewing of the Holy Ghost;
Thius 3:5
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Mitchell County

History Bee Mitchell County Historical Society's 4th Annwal History Bee is
coming March 19, 2020. = Cash prizes for First, Second and Third place = Two
Divisions - grades §-8 and 9-12 = Aoy Mitchsll County student in grades 6-12
may partcipate (privare schools, bomeschools, Mitchell County Schools, May-
land Early College). The Mitchell Connty Historical Society History Bee is a big
deal for a lot of Mitchell Connty stadents. Cash prizes will be 3300 for first place,
%300 for second place and 3204 for third place in each division. All questions in
the History Bee will come from Elizabeth Humter's Voices of the Valley, which

was published in 3011, the 150th soniversary of the formation of Mitchsll County.

Thiz publicaton is already in public and school libraries and is also available for
purchase from the Historical Sodety office in Bakersville or from other sources.
Mew this year, the High School division will also have guestions from The His-
tory of the Toe Fiver Valley to 1845 by Jason B. Deyion. A digital copry can be
found at digital noder gov'cdmref collscon'p 1 $062coll9id 4068 or vou may
contact the Histerical Society for more information at mitchellnchistory@gmail.
com or (E28) 688-4371, Tuesday-Friday 10 am-3 pm.

H‘HPPH New Yﬂar!

9 @

Breakfast = Lunch

Deli Sandwiches

~Hamburgers

DT'S BLUE ELUE RIDGE JAVAY ic- creqn
GFFEE SHOP'S CAFEZR abisiics

CAROLINA FLOORING

A Christian Owned Business

WE ARE COMMITTED TO HELPING OUR
CUSTOMERS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS BY
PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY FLOORING
SERVICES

NS

OUR HARDWORKING TEAM CAN TAKE CARE OF ALL
YOUR FLOORING NEEDS!

006 W Union St
Morganton, NC 28655

Telephone: (8258) 475-1192

My Kit
By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mitchel] Counties

"For [fve forsive men their frespasses, your haavenly
Farher will alzo foreive vou: But {f e forgive not men
thetr trespatzes, neither will your Father foreive your
trespasses. ' (Matthew 6:14-15)

As achild, I used the phraze s0 ofien that it became
a part of my “kit” (Like a toolkit, only for demolition).
“Yion kmow what I mesn when I say that even if you aren’t
familiar with the lmgo. We have all assembled “kits™ 1o
be used to assist us through the more difficalt realites of life. Onr kits serve us by
making someone else the “bad guy”.

My “kit” inchaded the not s0 noble reaction to those who would “make fun’ or
denizrate me somehow s “less than™. My response? “Oh yesh? Well, it TAEES
OME TO EMNOW ONE!™ (Yes, I was a quick-witted youne lad!) And T saw myself
that way with every white cat meme shaming two yvoung adalt women with sharp-
tompued rebokes on Facebook!

The point is that moy “kit” was built on a theory of simking back by equating
one’s vahue with the equal valoe they had assigned to me. It was grounded in that
oh 30 lnrnan trait of forging equality through destruction.

You tear me down and I will use equal effort (Or greater, if neceszary!) in
bringing you dowm to or below the ‘place” you put me with your insale(s). Ddd
you call me a dunony? Well, “Tt takes one to know one!™ A lazy bum? Well, “Tr
takes one to know one!™ A monthy litfle. .. Ohb, vou get the point! Wy kit was
convenient unfil I realized that wsing it was antithetical to noy Christan identity.
Sp, it would be vesrs into my “sdulthosd’ befors I would leamn thar I needad to
update oy “kit™ ..

Wﬁ,immdnfsuﬁhghﬂnﬁhhﬂalﬁrceatﬂmsuhawnﬁﬂadm&

I trv a lirtle techmigue tsught by the Master, known as “torwing the other cheslk™?
Or an even more challenzing response also advocated by the One I call “Lozd’, a
revolutionary concept called “forgivensss™?

Having these tools I our kit can provide us with the resouoces we need to
live in this pew decade of the 21st century in ways that reflect the very Presence
and Power of God! They represent |
the BEST that we can be a5 hnman
beingzs instesd of the loudest, or the
East woice screaming ont condemna-
ton of those who have offendad ns.
Thess items in our “kit” demonsirase
the character of Christ Tesus and
they are aszential tools for ws to
live into our God-given identity as
believers who bear the very MName of |
Christ before the rest of the world!

In the correctional setting, the
power of forgiveness is multpled.
Offenders (whether or not they
can of would ever admit it) often
stmaggle to forgive themselves and
by their acfions.

I knowy, it's 3 lot to ask. But I
also kmow that the mifts of forgivensss continne to Blass the forgiver AND the
forgiven for & very long time. ..

2020 is the perfect fime to “ses clearly” the Truth of the words of the Lord’s
Prayer. May your Wew Year be filled with forgiveness!

Jody Griffim is paztor af Central Baprizt Church in Spruce Pine and Commumity
Funded Chaplin at dvery-Mitchell Correctional Insiimion.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away, behold, all things are become new. I Corinthians 5:17

Buil’s Tire & SEI‘\’il:e
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A Grateful Girl

| Discovered My Favorite
Verse in a Bathroom

By Parti Tensen

Mitchell County

Girlfriends m God, ao Instapram account I follow,
posted a photo recently that inchoded the verse “My graoce
iz sefficient for you. For my power is made perfact in
wamkners ' 2 Corinthians 12:9 and since it s one of my fa-
vorites, I immediately wanted to share it on my bleg. This
verse became a soft place to land when we were in Seattle
for myv bushand Jack's bone mamow transplant for lenke-
mia. There I waz, 2 000 miles away from home with my sick bushand. our two
children apes 4 and 7. and my mother and father n law. T felt alone and helpless.

I can vividly remember poing mvto the bathroom in our rented apamment in
doamtcram Seattle and flipping open my Bible. Jack was to enter the hospital the
next day (Christmas Dy to begin his radistion and chemwo prior to the ansplant.
He was given a 30% chance of survival. We were ttying fo keep things “normal™
for our kids. Iwas trying to keep ooy positive face oo for everyone aronnd me.
But I was stmaggling not to fall spart right when we were going into the heat of
the barile.

I fiipped open my Bible in the bathroom (I know ... if's the bathrooon.  bat it
was the only place to be alone) and this is the scripture that the Bible flipped open
to. Isn't God amazing how be just meets us wherever we are. even the bathroom
in & rented apariment thousands of miles away from home and gives us what we
nesd? [ had yust praved. . Losd, I don’t know what to do. I don’t know what is
going to happen. Help me be strong. And then He sends this scrpiure.

He zavs_ . [ am sufficient . I am enough I am all vou need  And if that isn't
good enough. . My swesome power is made PERFECT in weakness., Bible
scholars may argue that what I took fom this isn’t what was intended. But what
it meant for me was ... Patii [ know youm are &t your weskest. Yoo have never
been in a more scary or valnerable place. And now I AM AT MY BEST .. BMY
POWER IS MADE FEFFECT. Lean imio me.

And I did. From that day on I just simply said, Lord, vour power is perfect
today. We can do today. One Day at A Time became iy motto.

Om Wew YVear's Eve, we marked 22 vears since the bone mamow mansplant.
22 years since that moment in the bathroom where I simply fiipped open His
VWord and szid Help be. He is 2 faithful fiend We bved throngh that ome to
be here today o tell you that He is Faithfol We lived through it to rell that when
von are at vour bottom, He s at the top. He showcases His Perfiect Power when
you are at your weakest point and cry out and say Help be. He will be there. I
promise.

Pari Jenzen is the writer and creator gf the ijfestyle blog "4 Gratgful Girl" which
feafures encourdgement, a focus on graimude with some iffesiyie fps and recipes
thrown in_for good measure! Paif is married fo Jack and has two daughiers, heo
Ereat som-im-laws and a new sranddausher, Georgia Grace Tou cam find her posts
on Mnmtagram and Facebook and on kar Mog at bitp:Aeww agraigfiilsird. com.

BEAR CREEK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Welcomes You fo

Celebrare Eecoverny
Thursday’s at 7:00pm

Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

THE HEARTBEAT OF

THE HIGH COUMNTRY

Clory i the Mf%f

"
O
Ay

If you would like to be part of our "Heartbeat” and help
bring the Message of God to our community, contact our
sales team, (828) 264-2411

Mew 2020 Subaru Ascent

2020 MODELS ARE HERE!

JIM ARMSTRONG SUBARU

2321 HWY 70 WEST - HICKORY - 828-322-9372 - WWW.JIMARMSTRONGSUBARU.COM

= SUBARU

New 2020 Subaru Outback Limited

www. bremews . com
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Creations Answers

Do | Have To Believe In A Literal

Creation To Be A Christian?
by Bussell Grigg

By this I mean believe that God creaied the world in six normal days, that there
was then a real rebellion against God by an acmal Adsm and Bve, followed by the
entry of death sufferimg. and camivery into 3 once-perfect world, and that the first
chapiers of Genesis are a literal, historical account of all this. So, does one have to
believe this o be 8 Christian?

Becoming a Christian

In the New Testament, 3 Christian is seen as someons who does two things:

1. Believes that Jesus Christ (who was fully God and fully man), throush His
death on the Cross and His Résurrection, has paid the penalty for our sim. CF. °[f
Yo confess with your mouth the Lord Jesuz, and balieve i your heart that God
raized Him fhom the dead, you shall be saved ' (Fomans 10:9).1

2. Obeys the command to repent (literally, changes one’s mind—about God and
sim), that is, to acknowledge that one has lived and acted in rebellion against Good,
and 0 ask God's forgiveness for thes.2 Cf “nod ... commands all man everywhere
fo repant” (Acts 17:318).3

Is it then enough just to balieve in Fesns and repent? Well, these two things im-
phy that there exists 8 Holy God agzinst whom we have reballsd and o0 inoarred
the penalty for domg so. But why does our disregard for God and our failare o
keep His laws merit any penalty at all, let alone the death penalty?

Answer: When we read the first three chapters of Genesis, we see that our first
parents, Adam and Eve, were created with 2 hely, godly namrs mnd they lived in
fallowship with God. However, they chose to rebel against Him and =0 became
cormapt in themselves, hostile o God, and guilty before Him. Their rebellion was
an affront to the holiness of God who had created them, and it eamed them the
death penalty (Genesis 3:17-19%, about which they had been warned (Genesis
2:17, 3:3). This cormapiion, hostlity, and gailt invelved the whole Inuman race
(Piomans 5:12-197. 4 and we have mhberited their death penalty also (Fomans
§:23), which we deserve 5 It is ttue that one can go throngh the sfeps of becoming
8 Christian without scoepting or even knowing the Genesis account of Creation
and the Fall § However, such 3 minhnal belisf system misses out on the firll mes-
sure of what God has provided as the basis for our coming into a right relatonship
with Him This includes the totality of His Word to us, incorporating the logical
foundaton which Genesis supplies to the whole doctrine of Salvaton.

“There is a slippery slope mto unbelief that accompanies disbalisving any parn of
the Word of God ™

This leads to 2 shallow faith that has litle root in the Word of God and so has
a little foundation to resist the attacks and ndicule of skeptics, atheists, liberal
religions leaders, fellow studenis, or workmates, «ic_ In the parable of the sower,
it was becauss they had no oot that the seads which fell on stony ground with-
ered away when thev sprans up and were scorched by the sun (Barthew 13-5—6,
2021}

Today Genesis i= under attack as never befors—not onby by skeptics who ridi-
cule it bt alse by “Christian” teachers who, in their books and sermons, blatantly
misTepresent what the text says, to ry and make it conform to the conclnsions of
some of the modemn science, with ifs antitheist presuppositions. So then, how can
one fell what aoy part of God's Word, and in particular Genesis, actually means?

Answer. The kev to understanding the meaning of awy book of the Bible is to
ask, "What was the infention of the author?” When we do this with Genesis (e.g.
by companng the style of the first chapters with that of the rest of Genesis), 7 itis
very evident that Moses’ purpose, under God, was to write an suthentic, historical
and factnal acconnt, bepinning with the creation of the wmiverse dearﬂJ.,and
then nammating the history of mankingd from the creation of Adam to the death of
Toseph (Genesis 50:28).8.9
Living sz & Christisn

Let us now exsmine some of the problems faced by 3 Christian when he or she
does not accept what Genesis says about a literal Creation.

1. There is a slippery slope into unbelief that accompanies disbelieving any
part of the Word of God. If some part of the Bible is not tme becanse it does not
mean what it says, kow do we know that other parts, such as the Virginal Concep-
tiom of Jesns or the forgiveness of sin, are tue? In the 1940s and "50s, American
evangzelist Charles Templeton's preaching belped lead thousands of people to
profess faith in Christ ar then he began to compromise with long-age evolubion-
ary concepts. As 3 result, be had no answer to the spumions clams of evolationist
scentists and their atheistic theores shout the origin of the Earth  Life, etc_, and no
amswer to the problems of suffering and evil in the world.

In hizs autebiography, Farewell to God, Templeton tells bow this compromise ked
hirn into tofal apostasy. He came fo deny the accounts of Creation, Moah's Flood,
and the supernatural orign of the Ten Commandments. 10

He also ended up denying the Virginal Concepsion of Jesns, mirackes, the
Reésmrrection, the Ascension, Salvation, the efficacy of prayer, and the existence of
the Trimity. 11 He conchided:

‘I believe that there is no supreme being with buonan atributes—ono God i the
biblical sense—but that all Life is the result of dmeless evolutionary forces, having
reached its present mansisnt stafe over millions of years."12

It is important to note that some of those who profess faith &t mass evangs-
hizm rallies are like Templeton and make sn emofional decision without a proper
foundadon. Thus, it is not nurprising that many professing converts *fall away®
like Templeton did.

Evangelism

2. As a Christian how do you propose o share the Gospel with those who
hold the worldview that thers is no God becanse martter formed itselfn a ‘biz
bang’ billions of years ago, and life began spontansously from chemicals in some
primordial pond where the conditions were ‘just right”? How are you going to
convince them that there is a Creator God to whom we mnst give account, withoat
first showing that their worldview is incormec:?

How are you going to do this, if von say that Genesis allows for everything o
begin with a "big bang™?

How will such people be convinced of the relevance to them of the death of
2 man on a cross 2,000 years ago, and of their need to repent. if they are not first
given good reasons to sbandon their atheistic worldview and to replace it with one
based on the existence and claimes of the Creztor God of Genesis? An essential
part of the Gospel is thar there is 3 coming Day of Tndement. Genesis shows ns
not only that God has the anthority to judze uws, ot al=o that He has the power to
enforce our amendsmnce! 13

In fact, chapters 68 of Genesis show that God has already judzed mankind
with the global Flood, and Jesus (Luke 17:26-27) and the Apositle Peter (2 Pefer
3:5-7) said that the coming judzment would be just as real. However, if Woah's
Flood was just orythical or local, why should we believe in judsment to comeT
Thus, those who teach that Genesis describes a “big bang” and a local Flood un-
demmuine the wgency of God's coming judrment. “An essenfial par of the Gospel
is that there is a coming Dy of Jodzment ™

3. How do you propose to share the (Gospel with those whose worldwiew sayvs
that there is po such thing as sin becanse there is no absolute diffstence between
right and wrong? [See also CpizA: Morality and Brhics] How are vouw poing to
comvinee them that they are lost and nead a Savior? Withont the Gewmesis acooumt
of the rebellion agaimst God by our first parents, and the Curss that followed,
there is no hasis for the onzin of sin or the fact that sin peads to be stoned for, or
that Chorist did this by His death on the Cross and His subsequent Resurmection {1
Corinthians 15:21-22).

4. If you believe only what you choose to believe in God's Word, how will you
wield the Sword of the Spirit (Ephesisns §:17), when it is blunted or broken by
non-acceptance of its total math?

5. How are you zoing to share the Gospel with those who see the pain and
suffering of people and animals, and say that if God exists He cannot be a God of
love as the Bible says (1 John 387 Withont the Genesis acooumnt that the wrorld
God orizinally made was “very good’ (Genesiz 1:31), and the Genesiz acconnt
of the Curse that fell on the Earth as 3 result of Adsm’s gin (resulting m death
and suffering), so that the present world is not the way God made things, there is
oo answer. Long-age compromise views, even if apt-sevolution, undsrmine the
Gospel at this very point.

In fact, God made man “in His own image " (Genesis 1:27), so that He and man

could have communion together. When man nonmed away from God in disobedi-
ence, God was grieved, so much so that in His love He gave His Son to be our

Fedeemer and win us back to Himself (John 3:18).

Conclusion

Do you hawe to believe in a literal Creation to be 3 Christian? The short answer
is ‘Mo’ The long answer is o, bat .7
Peferences smd notes
1. Ses alzo John 11:25; Acts 16:31; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Ephesisws 2-8; etc.
Bemmm to text.

2. Mot just being sorry that one has been foumd ont for some imonoral or criminal
act Fetamn to text 1i=

3. Ses alsp Mark 1:15; Acts 3:19; I Peter 3:9; etc. Mot all ‘salvation” texis in the
Bible contain both metuctions, but they are often nsed synoovimously, as each
implies the other Thms, faith in Christ’s death for us involves our acknowledging
that He died for our sin, and repentance in the Biblical sense imvolves there is a
means wherebry we may be jusily forgiven, namely that Jesus has paid the penalty
for our sin. Feturn to text.

4. This shows the emor of those who teach that sim is a feeling of low self-estpem.
Mot everybody kas low self-psteem but the Bible says that “all have smmed and
come short of the glory of God' (Fomans 3:23). Feturn to text

5. See (Grgg, B, Why did God impose the death penalty for sin? Crestion
15{13:32—34, 1902 Fenom o text.

&. Many missicnaries begin Bible translation with one of the Gospels and mamy
mbalpauplehawheennmmaﬁasarﬁnh However, man:rmregumme(m
persevering) conversions nsually ecour when missionaries bemin their evangalism
by teaching about Creation and the Fall from Genesis. See Mcllwain, T, Fim
Foundations: Creation fo Christ, Mew Tribes Mission, Sanford, Florida, 1991.
Fletum o text.

7. One of the main themes of Genesis is the sovereiznty of God. This 15 seen

in four notable events (Creation, the Fall, the Flood, and Babel), and in God's
relationship to eight notable prople (Adam Absl Ennch Moah Abrahsm Izazc
Tacob, and Joseph). Thers is thos 8 umifying theme to the whole of Genssis, which
fails if any event is not true history; each event reinforces the historicity of all the
other events. Fefum to text.

8. It is e that the Bible contains poetry (as in the Psalms), parables (as recorded
in the Gospels), and metaphors (a5 when Jesus said, ‘T am the bread of lifie™).
However, Genesis is not written in oy of these disonctive stvies. See Grigg, B,
Should Genesis be faken literally”, Creadon 16(1):38—41, 1993, Bemm o text.

2, Genesis 1-50 gives the foundational history of the Jewish people; other nations
are covered only as far as the end of chaper 10. Fetum to ext

10 Templeton, C., Farewell to God, MMoClelland & Stewart, Toronto, pp. 3771,
1904, Bemim to text.

11_Ref 10, pp. 89-153. Fetum o text.

12 Bef 10, p. 232. Sze also Ham_ E | and Byers, 5., Shippery slide to unbaliaf
Creation 22(3):8-13, 2000, Befumn to text.

13. 5e= Grnigg, B, Curse, and catastrophe: the four great judgments of God on all
of sinfinl humanity, Creation 16(7)-42—44. 1994 Fenum to text.

hitps://crestion. cony'do-i-have-to-believe-in-a-literal~creation-to-be-a-christian
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Don't Be the Frndlgalﬁun
or the Elder Brother

By Rev. Mark Creech

Perhaps the most sublirne of Jesus® parables is the
one about the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32). Waning
fo get away from home smd spread his wings, a young
man seeks his inheritsmre early and leaves. He wastes
hiz money on an extravagant and dissohate lifssryle
and becormes bankropt both morally and fimancially.
Mo self-respecting Jew would ever have anything to
do with swine if he could help it. They were considered wmclean. But this prodigal
was reduced to such desperate siraits. Then one day, he comes fo his senses, goes
home in repentance, and his father forgives and fully restores him.

Wlost of us understand this part of the story - its where most of the emphasis
is placed. Sall, Jesus also describes in this same parable, the elder brother He's
glso A promiment figure. Some scholars even =xy this parable shonld be called the
parable of the elder brother.

When the elder brother leams of his vounger brother s refum and the big
celebration poing on over it, be's not too happy. He's full of reseniiment and tells
hisg father “Look! ANl these years I've been slaving for you and never disobayed
your arders. ot you naver gave me aven a young goat 1o J could celebrate with
my fiiends. Bur when this son gf yvours who has rquandered your property with
Prostifutes comes hoame, you BRI the firrrened calf for him! " (Luke 15: 20-300.

1. Wallace Hamilion, in his clzssic Christan ook, “Homs and Halos,™ has
szid “these two sons are ilhesrations of two different kinds of sim — the sins of
passion in the youmger and the sins of disposition in the older.™

“It is notoriows how we see-saw between these tao disfigurements and pit
them against each other, excusing one of the other according o which happens to
be our own paricular weaknpess,” writes Hamilton. “It is popular in the movies,
for example to glorify the vounger prodigal, glamorize his escapades and make
his sing guite anractive and excitimg. We hawe some writers who just love to poke
fun at Paritan convictions; they maks 3 point of pictring the broadminded virtwes
of breary Bobhemians against the narrow meanness of stuffy churchmen and pious
parsons; they leave the fmpression that the most chantable, likable people are i--
relimions, who have thrown sway the Book, and that, after all, the sins of the fiesh
are really quite harmless and of minor consequence. Dmunkemmess is such a pec-
cadille, gambling is not anything, and neither is profanity. As for sex expression,
anything poes; marriage is 3 social convenience. Tolerance — that™s the virme! Jast
be zood to vour old grandmother and your kindheartredness will cover all your
muoral and miner irregnlanties.”

Izn't this where nuach of the couniry is today?

“Anyone whe can defend the moral comuption of our dsy in the name of toler-
ance or broadmindedness, who can lpok without concem on the misery that fol-
lowys in the wake of lest and Hguor and the disintepration of decency, is a lopsided
person whose eves ars clonded and whose moral sensitivensss is all but dead We
shonld never exouse the prodizal.” adds Hamilton, “On the other kand we mnst
deal with the elder brother too, and it should be frankly confessed that the em-
phasis of the Church has been lopsided in this direcdon. That is, the Church has
attached more guilt to the sins of passion than to the subtler sins of disposition.”

“‘That brings us to the final weord, and if is distorbing. Boil down the sins of this
bad-temipered elder brother, and you can label him with one word — ‘lovelessness,”
admonishes Hamilton, “Fespectable as be was, he had no love in him; he lacked
the one thing withowt which, Paul said, all other virmes are worthless — “as sound-
ing brass or tinkling cymbal” . The elder brother had no love m him ™

Here's the rub, and it's a scary thing to think that we are so vulnerable to de-
veloping this eprezioucly sinful temperament For thosa of ns who stay at home
5o to speak. keep the miles, and live an upright life itz eagy to develop 8 smng
siuff-chirt merality. Christians can develop an air of contempt and even bostility
towards people who've been living far from God, the Father,

T came fo seek and save the last, ' said Tesus (Luke 19:10). He comniissioned
ns to the zame. People may never be found unless we geoninely care about them.
We must love them as the Father loves them Although we should be deeply
disturbed by the way they live, we still should say, “But for the grace of God there
gel”

In the early 90z, some Indian farmers in Mew Delhi protested the government
of India’s plans to import three million tons of Dutch dung fo be used for farm
fertilizer Indizn farmers were incensed, arpuing that there surely was no shortage
of cows in Indis. And dung from Indian coars was mot tainted by pesticides.

So, in protest, these Indian fanmers rolled six ox carts piled high with top-
quality, bome-grown dung right up fo Parlizment’s door. They told the legislators,
“Onr dumg is better than their dong!™

When we develop the spint of the elder brother — prideful, salf-satisfed self-
rightesus, withont commpassion, legalistic, umgracions and unloving — we are no
less sinful than the prodigal. We simply have convinced ourselves that our dung is
better than their dung.

Love is not rude; it &5 not self-reeking; if iz not easily angered. it beaps no oc-
count of wrongs. Love fakes no pleazure in evil bur rgiodces i the truth. It bears
all things, beltever all things, hopes all things, endures all things. .. (1 Connthisn
13:5-T.

Reverend Dr. Mark Creech iz Executive Directar gf the NC Christian Action

League. Tou may contact him ar revmarkcreech@chrizfanacfonleague.org or
RIR-FRT-OE06

Jesuy saith nmie fom, Jam the way, the rudh, and the e no man cometh nmio
the Father, but by me. Joln 14:6

New Technologies Boost Winter Road
Safety While Reducing Salt Use

(StatePoimt) Last vear's long and bratal winter depleted road salt supplies
throwghont nch of the TS As 3 peqult, several cities have experienced signifi-
cant price spikes when placing ther salt orders this year. At a fime when expents.
are highlighting the environmerntal and infrastroctral damage cansed by exces-
sive salt use oo roads, new technologies are helping American comomnities
reduce theit growing dependence on salt, while kesping roads safe.

The U5, spreads up to 22 million tons of salt per vesr, a large porton of which
finds its way info rivers, sireams, and soil Muomerous epvirommental groups sod
universities have documented the remendons damape that road salt does to soil
conditions, water quality and wildlife. What's more, excessive road salt also dam-
ages roads and bridges, creating the need for nullions of dollars’ worth of repairs
natonwide every year,

Experts say all this salf is not necessary, poinfing to Enrope where thanks to
smarfer technologies, less salt is spread on roads without comprising safety, even
in conntries with significant snowfall.

“The U.5. lags Europe by at least 8 decade i the adoption of smart salt spread-
ing technologies.” savs Marous Scherer, sendor vice president of research and de-
velopment for Aebi Schmidt, mannfacmrer of Swenson smart spreaders. “Heavier,
wetter salt sticks where it is put doam and jump-starts the meling process. How-
ever, we still see some mumicipalities n the 7.5, nsing dry salt, which is highly
inefficient because it boumces or blows off the road before it has a3 chance fo work.
Even those U5, cities that do use wet salt primarily use a mixture that's less ef-
ficient than those nsed in Europe -- as little as a 5% brine mibture in the U5 as
compared with Europe’s 70:30 ratio which inchedes 30% brine.”

Scherer poes on to explain that most salt spreaders ourrently on the road in
the TI_5. cannot handle the preferred mixture nsed in Enrope, largaly becauszs
their punips and tanks aren't large enough to acconunndate the additional brine.
In additicn they don't offer precizion placement technologiss that carefilly and
consistently spread salt on the primary drving surfaces. Instead, they randomly
drop excessive amounis of salt

Experts sa.j.rﬂl.m; smartar salt spreaders offer a v‘amlyufspreadmgpmmm

Arcordmg to Scherer, several cities m the TS hawe already incorporsted
smart Swenson spreaders into their fleets and have documented salt and labor
savings as high a5 35%. Such success opens the door to additonal testing in
other markets, especially given the public's increasad focns on the environmental
impact of road salt and the zrowing barden of rsing salt prices on city and depart-
ment of ransportation budgets.

For more information on the latest smart salt spreading techmologies, visit

spreadsaltsmarter.com.

As rpad salt takes its anonal toll, experts sav it's e o stop over-salong 1.5,
roads. Dockily, new technologies are making it possible to keep roads safe in
budeet-friendly and enviroomentally responsible ways.

HHPPH New Year!
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Notes from the Shire

Winterin the Shire
By Mancy Malik
Avery Coundy

Weloome to The Shirs. a beawtiful place my hushand I
and [ named Avery County three years ago when we moved
here. The four seasons are the most perfect ones of aoy-
where we have lived in the 175 and that mchided seven
of the United States as far north, south, east and west as
you can Zo in them! Avery County excels as the perfect one! MNow it is winter,
and for many, the wintry beanty has guite the special effects! Looking through
forests afier the leaves have fallen off can bold biz surprises of sights pot seen
for months. The rime frost coating the wees makes a spectacnlar scene of winmy
delizht My bosinesses are available to help with all the tools we need to mske
it through the winter.

Philipp Greene and Jaren Gragg at WECE Glory 1130 work hard to bring newars
and weather updates to us every day along with swap shop and other comomnity
events. It is my privilege to have a radic program oo WECE, M-F, at 3:10, am
and 12:50 pm, Adventares in Creation, 8 program o guide children on the cre-
ation path the Bible gives us, including what happens specifically in Avery County
thronghont the years as the seasons change and melt into the next one! Celd, win-
iy, snuggly warm inside are all descriptive words for winter in the High Country
of the Blne Ridge Mountzins! And friends, famdlies, businesses, churches, com-
onmities all kelp each other at this exreme tme of year! God gave us seasons for
work and harvest and for rest. Winter with shorter days and longer nights gives
ns more time for indoor activities and cresting. Feading is a wonderfinl pastime.
The Banner Elk Book Bxchange in the old Banner Elk 5chool buildmg is 3 beanfi-
ful place to read guietly in a wonderfal library ssttinz and then give books and
take books a5 an exchanze It is open 10-4 T-F during the school year!

Winter in this beautiful connty has the highest ski area east of the Mississippi
Eiver; Besch Mountain, the highest towmn, Beech Mountain and the hizhest county
seat, Beech Mountain! MWewland is the highest coumty seat east of the Mississippd
Biver. That's a lot of highest, which explains so much about the imiqus scenery
here and the special people, too!

Also, the Mational Diay of Prayer will be May Tih and the title is " Love One
Another! See you ar the Newiand Towm Square at noon oo May Tia!

May yvour winter be full of rest and wonder i 2 world of cold!

Nancy Malik has fved 3 yaars in Avery Counfy. Sha iz a menber gf Haaton
Christian Church. She has taught creations science fo children for max) Jears.
She has @ radie program M — F 810 am and 12:50 pm on Sory 1130 am redio.

For as many &f vou as have been bapozed inre Chirisr ave pui on Christ.
Cralatigns 3:27

WISHINGALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS A

HAPPYNEW YEAR
LOOKING FORWARD TO SERVING
YOUIN

SPRUCE PINE TIRE
SERVICE

077 Oak Avenue
Spruce Pine, NC
828-765-2186
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The Inspiring Word

Looking Ahead While Staying Grounded

By Terry Chesk
MeDowell Coungy

Thanksziving and Christmas have left us once again
looking into 3 Mew Year. We all will make resclations
and proomises to oursalves, and like the previous years,
many of them will become 3 zood intention that just
didn’t get completed. I'm just being truthfial. In most of
these cases, there are no serious long-term effects for failing to follow through
on these resolutions or promises. I want to challengze vou this year to look at
the Wewy Year a little differently. Let me share with you an experience T had that
ended 2019 snd may rechape my entire life and with it 4 perspective for facmg the
furture.

Thankspiving Day 2019 during our family meal I experienced mumbness on mvy
lefi side, nothing that really concerned me at the time. [ explained away the onmb-
ness and dide’t see a doctor untl the next day. I was hospitalized overnight and
afier an MBI T foumd out I had 2 smoke. [ was discharged from the hospital with
goed wishes and the promise of doctor appointents for follow ap.

I"m oot sharing this for sympathy, I am sharng it as a2 estimony of God's work
in my Life during a difficult tme 2020 is the beginning of a new chapter n our
lives, how that chapter begins, and ends will depend a great deal on armmde and
Fairh!

For the New Year let’s take time to evalnate our circumstances. They are con-
stantly chanming sometimes for the better and sometimes for the worse. If we are
bom azain, whether we are on 8 mountam top of in 3 valley, we know the Lord
is always with ns. As youn £an mmagine [ am curmently m a valley, tat I do oot feal
like I am in this all alone. Actzalky, [ believe 2020 is gomg o be 3 remendons
year and you should too. Mone of ws have a crystal ball to see what the futare
holds in store, instead, we have something mnch more valusble. We are heirs to
the crestor of heaven and earth, the one who not culy looks back but looks for-
ward o the future. Think abont that for & moment. God knows tomormow before
it gets here Mothing has ever oooured to God! He is never sitfing on His throne
and then thinks about Terry, I better check on Terry. Mo, He already knows whersa
I'm at, what I'm doing, what I'm thinking and what I need. He knows the same
shout you

When we look shead we shonld do so understanding that God already knoars
what JTapary 2020 and bevond looks like and He knows every breath we take
from beginming to end. Enowng all of this should cause us to 2sk; how should we
o o the MNew Year? Let's begin with three simple bat productive things.

First, let’s go into 2000 with jov in our kearts. Right now, there is a lot going
on in our personal lives and in our nation, a lot that can depress and discoarage.
Paunl =ays in | Thessalonians 2:20 “For ye are our glory and jo).™ Paul found joy
in the presence and thoughts of fellow samts. Let’s Lift up each other joyfully this
year Ewen in the walleys, there is a great deal to be joyful abont. Fomusing on the
goodness of God and His presence in our lives can only brng jov. Likewise, share
that joy with others. It will mske a difference. The joyful presence of the Lood will
show n our faces and it is contagious. Try it

Second, let's go into 2020 praverfully. I'm talking shout a dedicated prayer life
that contimies every day. Bemin and end your day in comversaton with God! Talk
shout reducing stress, talk over your deepsst concerns with the only One who
can really do apything sbout them. We o to many skilled and gified profession-
als seeking solubons for our problems. How ofien do we first tum our trials and
iroubles over to the One who can prowide the total solution?

Third, let’s go inte 2020 reading our Bible. I'm comvinced this is the one thing
all of us can do more of Our prayer life and our atimde will most definitely
improve if our reading of God's word improves. Joy is our attiede toward others,
Prayer is our communication o God, but reading our Bible is God's conunman-
cation back to us. We falk to God; He talks w us and our joy mcreases. Get the
picture! Beading for personal devotion is the maest rewarding time spent during
our day. I perzonally prefer sarly morming, frach ont of bed and sippime a cup of
coffee while digecting text from roy Bible. Of courze. T knowr folks whoe end their
day just peacefully as I begin mins. However, it works for yvon to go into 2020
reading your Bible.

2020 1= a Mew Year and a chapter in 2ll our lives. For some of us, it begins in
& valley and for others, it begins on a momtain top. But for 2l of ws reading this
2020 has bezun. Mow the question remains, how will we move into it and through
it? I hope this amicle has given you some inspiration for the coming year.

Until we mest again, either i print or in person, may God richly bless yon is
Doy prajyer.

Terry i1 the Exvecurive Divecior and brogdeaster af The Inzpiring Word media
miniziry. Tou can contact Terry by email af theinspivingword\@gmail.com
Or by visittne www theinspiringw.ord. org

R John's

Precision Auto Body

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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How Do | Love Thee?

Verse 17 in Psalms 103 iz one of the great promises
of God. “But the marcy of the Lord is from everlasiing
to everigsting upon them that fear him”. God’s mercy
will last throughout all fime, efernal God's love is
mfinite and owerreaches man’s little fme_ What an

umAlmmmmElhhlemugjemﬂ“mmm thy mouth with good
things . It is our duty to praise God for His mercies as we frequently remember
them

W 11 “Fior az the hemaan is Righ above the earth, so great iz His mercy foward
them that fear Him ™. What an awespme verse!! As sinners, we desired mercy
above all else, and He has forgiven ws and put away our wansgressions as far as
the east is from the west. never to be remembered by Him agzim! Hawe you often
wiondered why God is 5o merciful to ns? We are not always merciful to others
who harm us or bring tribulation into our lives. But God never forsakes ns, He is
always there waiting to halp ns through life's strupgles.

As T pondered on this Psalm, I recalled a poem often used in weddings, writ-
ten by Elizabath Barrett Browning. The first verse beging “How do I love thee?
Let me count the ways. I love thee to the depth and breadth and beight ooy soul
can reach”™. We can only wonder if she was thinking about Psalm 103 when she
penned these words.

Sometmmes I am ashamed of how quickly I forget what God has dope for me;
love me, healed me, fed me. protected and supplied nov spirimal and material
needs. David’s recognizing all God's benefits was a reminder to us not to forget
His benefits tons.

As we begin a new year, let's make it a personal goal to give God thanks daily
for His many blessings, mercies and most of all that it is everlssting

Pairicia Jackron iz the Arzisiant Teacher for the Ladier Class at Redeemed Free
Wil Baptist Church, Glemwood, NC. She iz a grant writer for non-profits, a pub-
lished author and retired Nursing Home Admimiztrator. She ffves m Ruthaerford
County with her husband,

I—IHPPH New Year!
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Lord Jerus Shall Arrive
By Joy Baldwin
Madizon Coundy

The store was packed and busy
The rellers had no smile
The Heavens getiing ready
Angels warching all the while.

Folks shoving throngh the angry crowd
Young men fighting on the sireeis
Lond music rang, a baby cried
Where the smoke and hunger meat.

Chuer Clyrisf iv ewen ar fhe door
& can they nor believe
Thar all shall fave a just reward
For good or evil, we'll receive.

th, frend, yon were created
T live with God for ere

Jesus gave Hix life for you

He [l hear your every prayer.

They bve as jf forever here
Thongh in the ovinkling af an eve
When Heaven splits wide open
Lord Jesns shall arrive!

Jay i a resident of Madison County, where she now ez with har husband,
Danny Joe Baldwin. She is currently a memiber of Mt Zion Bapiist church in
Marzkall, NC. A5 a pravions member, she calls Forks af Ry Missionary Bapiis?
Church in Weaverville, “home away from home ™. She i currently ninging with the
frozpel Group “Jonah & Foice™ out of Mars Hill, NC. Her latest song " Homecom-
g will zoon be heard By many.

Check out our Website-
www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

The hospice you choose makes a difference

Choose the one with:

o local staft

v o hospice inpatient units
palliative care in dlf Sefings
orief counseling for any adult
Rids Pathe
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Serving Palk, HendersonrRuttrertoed, and McDevell in NC and
Cherakes, Grezmwille and Spartanburg in SC
(828) 245-0095 NC (844) 4579700 5C (800) 218-CARE(2273)
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Snow Hill Baptist Church

No Regrets Family -
Something Funny Happened to Me

By Dean Homeycutt
Mrchel] Coundy

Something fumny happensed o me before Christmas,
Pam azked me to go by the Post Office and pick up some

Christmas stamps. S0, I zet to the counter and ask the
postal worker for some Christmas stamps and she says
do you want Santa Clauss, MMadonna or Christruas tres.
And I said, “well I definitely do not want hMadonna ™
thinking what an old rock singer has to do with Christmas. Well, the postal worker
smiled knowing what [ was thinking and said, “pot a Madonna ™, poiofing to a col-
lection of stamps pichuring Mary holding baby Jesus. Well, at that point, I really
felt stupid. So, I came badk to the house with the Madoana stamps, because who
wionld pick Santa Clanse over Madomsa?

Well, it is a MNew Year and I am very grateful to be a part of it; if things go well
the next mne, I amwriting a Febmary Artcle, I will be a Grandfather Pam and 1
will enter 3 new phase of life 2z grandparents and we are w0 excited. However, I do
not fee] like a prandfather and hope I do not look like one. How does a Grandfather
lookT Like niy prandfather did old grey-headed. and he could remonre his tepth
and his hair. My grandmother told me she put moy grandfather’s testh in the cabinet
of the night so they would not eat up everything in the house. My Grandparent's
house had a distinct smell It was 3 good smell, a smell that meant comnfort, peace,
love, happiness, and a good tme. My grandparents were wonderful God-feaning
people who I loved dearly. If I can just be half the srandfather my srandfather was
o me,

I want to be a grear prandfather. T want to belp nov prandchildren know as muach
&z they can about Jesus. I want fo help them have wisdom and understanding. I
want to help them love the Lord. At times I feel I should have spent more mme
with miy children I do not believe you can ever spend foo noach time with therm. Tt
seams when they get their driver's icenses, they are gone. At this point Pam and I
have done all the maimmg we can do. MNow we are fine-tunimg all we have poured
oo cur children They are almost provm. Hopefully, we have done somethings
right and teese disciplines and instuctons can be instilled in our children’s chil-
dren.

Hopefully, 25 3 grandfather, I can take it a little easier and not be as tough and
demanding as I was of my children I can see miyself now fesling somy for the Linle
princess wihen she pets into trouble and coming o the rescue, only to get the “don’t
yiou dare do it sfare™ from ber parents. But I do not think that will stop me.

Grod is pood and He has blessed us memendowsly. Life comes m foll circles. It is
said if you live long enough “twice a child once an adult™. And this is e for Pam
is now takimg care of her dad, and I have never seen someone 5o devoted to her
parents. She does 3 wonderful job. And this is what the Bible savs we are supposed
to do “repay cur parents. ” Take care of our parents becawse they took care of us.
The Bible says to “honor your father and your mother ™ When is the last fime yon
spent time with your parents? KMy Dad is in beaven and Pam’s mom is in beaven
and we miss them termibly.

Take time this year to do things of value and that make an eternal impact. Al-
ways be mindful of telling others abost Jesus. Take the time to be with vour family:
And do not forget vour aging parents. If your parents are gone, Ty investing time in
an aging adult. Treat others as you would want them to treat you. Do not ket the sum
zo down on your wrath, And sbowe all have fion and smile hife is to0 short to fown.

Happy Mew Year, Live life with Mo Fesrets
Pastor Dean Honeyour? shaphends Snow Hill Baprist Church tn Bakersville, NC.
He may be reached at 325-385-0213, snowhillbaptisidgmail.com . or vizif their
wialsite at wwsnowhiTbaptist com.

%.| » Churches
* Reunions
* Holidays
* Family Gatherings

Best Food
and Prices!

828-678-338

Burnsville, NC

394 East Main St.

All your Medicare
Healthcare questions,

are just a phone cafl away!

Annual Enrollment Period
Oct 15% - Dec 7t

Experienced, Licensed Professionals

We represent companies offening coverage in NC for 2020
Let Us Find the AFFORDABLE Plan that s Right For You!

wwnw. firstbrockland.com

A<FIRST BROCKIAND Brockland Co & Associates

INSURANCE AGEMCY Inc, 207 E. Union Street, Morganton
oz & Fhoamsia" Sincies 828-433-1298

www. bremews . com
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Drear friends,

When you're me it's hard to decide which story to share
next with 50,000 of my closest fiends g . Oftentimes
pecple are perplexed as to why I am willing to relay tales of
o1y incompetence month after month. T tell them that Tam a
proof-positive that there is a merciful God Who looks after
the fools of this world. ..and I am chief among them o .

The Farmer's Apprentice

It was early October 2010, and tdme for the Fapuly Fun
Fastwal st Harrell Hill Fanme. This anneal harvest celebra-
fiom is truly a wonderfnl event highlizhted by Gospel music,
face-painting for children, hayrides, excellent BEC) pork
and other goodies, and the making of old-tmey sorghum molasses. If you've
never atended this coumtry festval, you shonld make plans fo come mext year.
Anyway, back to the story.

When I came to Harrell Hill Farms in the Spring of 2010, A D “Taddy I
Harrell kind of adopted me as somewhat of a “project.” Dray-to-day I was “in the
custody™ of Farmer Dioug, as you know, t Daddy D occasionally stepped-in
when needed to provide me some special lessons. This was fo be soch a day as he
pulted up to the bam and honked the hom of his Chevy pick-up tmack As always,
I orent monning to see what was on his ming.

“(zet in I wanna show you something ™ he said with a wry smile. T was nsnally
tentative when sunmmoned this way but knew I was not to question his commands.
I climbed into the passenzer s=at having no idea what would come next.

We mesndered up Byrd Fnad, weaving slightly from left to rizght (Daddy 0's
eyesipht wasn't what it once was!) unfil we arrved at Fammer Dhong and Barbara's
farmhonse and parked in the drivewsy. “Come on,™ was my onoly instrection, and
I wvent.

Diaddv D, camied an old, oil-stained brown bag that appeared heavy in one
hamd. As we appreached the front porch he bepan digging in the bagz, first fossing
me 3 conple of woorm-riddled “cheep’s nose™ apples (T fhink that's what he called
them) then he handed me some sticks and dred lesves. and finally moveiled a
rusty contraption of some sont. [ confess, T quickhy identified the first three con-
tents but conldn’t imzmine what we would do with the ancient, msty, medieval
formre device. Soon I would knowy.

Setting the Steel Trap

Please understand, Draddy I¥'s hands were prefiy goarly .. I don’t mind elling
you the man didn’t have a single sraizht digit 1 can only imagine how his hands
had become 50 — Ummm weathered would be a nice term bat they were a mess.
I once remember him threading his boots with a pair of pliers becanse his fingers
couldn’t do it! At amy rate, be said “I'm going to tell you what to do, bat you have
io follow nry instroctons. T wonld do this myself but my fingers can't manipulate
the rap like they nsed to. Moar, don’t do smything wnnl T tell vou ™ Abamys the
eager learner, [ agreed to the challenga.

“Bleoar Lok, ™ he began, “we've zot 3 groundhog ander the porch here and it's
digging tunnels all the way under the house. We're going to set this map to oy and
get 1id of it.” By this time, [ am geffing pratty excited, just think — “Fanmer Cling
The Trapper™ @ . It just kad 3 certain ning to it, don’t you think™

Another thing vou have to Enow abont Daddy I, he was fion and mischievous

omch of the tme [ spent with him_ BUT .. be was VEFY SEFIOUS when teach-
ing me things which might be considered dangerous. .. "Clint, don't ever go mto
the woods with a chainsaw by yourself, be sure you have a parmer!™ ... or, “Som,
you've zotta watch whers you're poing with that ractor and hay rake, you're mmn-
ning people off the road down there!™ . “Always check to make sure the power
is off on the fence before you climb over!™ The wamings were endlass.
Draddy D was a long-fime educator and was about to crank ap his teaching voice.
I'm not sure exactly what he planned to say bt I have intimate recall of his next
comment. 0o parsphraze. “DANG IT, BOY, YOU'RE GOING TO EILL YOUR-
SELF!™ (Crops, I think T made him mad) g .

Yom see, in my mind, I alveady had graduated to “Farmer Clint the Trapper™ and
had the jaws of that steel monster wide open. As [ went to put it on the ground it
snapped with the force of a 500 1b. gator, nammowly missing oy right hand. And I
thought o puyself, “0Oh vesh, Daddy D said, “yon kave o follow my insoactions.
Guness [ failed that test.”

I wiped my brow and looked him in the eve as Daddy D “dreszed me down™ for
& lirtle while longer — a verbal winippin® I'd eamed; then we went ahont the bosi-
ness of resetting the wap. He, with his very bent fingers acteally did the “setting™;
I was sllowed only to sprinkle a few leaves and twigs in the vicinity. Daddy D
put those shesp’s head spples nearby as bait. “That’ll zet the job done™ e szid.
And be winked at me — you know, that ‘wink’ we get from a parent which acteally
means, “it's okay now, I still love you, let’s move oo’

Back at The Bamm

While I was learning o be 3 groundbop mapper. Fammer Doug and Lamy were

sy boiling the juice from sorglnum cane, This is a very tedions process which re-
quires continnons skinnwing to remeyve the various impurites and protaims which
rise to the surface. It formes greenich fosm — sirilsr to the slime weed in (shost
Busters — and it omst be scooped info bockets for disposzl. Anyway, there were a
couple of 5-gallon uckets of what I call “molasses soum™ beside the pan.
“Hey, Farmer Cling, why don’t vou tzke some of that up to the pizs? They will be
your friends for life,” Farmer Dioug lsughed. Mow that was rather fumvy since yon
may remember that I had some rather impleasant encoumters with these ageressive
piggies earlier in my stay oo the farm

Obediently, dofifully, I grabbed a3 bucket of scum and walked to my mock. After
having nearly chopped off my hand with 3 groundbog rap-thingamabob, I was
“mio™ following directions to the letter. So, I left a 5-zallon bucket foll of molas-
se5 drppings just inside the pizzy fence. I looked forward o 3 new, improved
relationship with the hogs afrer this lifle gift.

Too Much of a Good Thing?

It has been said that too much of 3 zood thing can be a bad thing. Apparenthy,
that = e of molasses and pizgies.

The next momming, as we enjoyed Dong's patented buckwheat pancakes with
mylasses mied with natter, it starved:

Dioug: “Hey, Clint. .. Ummm_ did you give molasses to the pigs?™

Ma: “Yesh and they FEATLY liked ‘am ™

Dwoug: “Well thanks for that I wonder, how mnch did you give “em™

he: “Tust one of the 5-gallon tuckets fnll.™

Doug: “0h, a WHOLE 5-zallon bucket fall 7

Me: “Yeah, but it was a couple of nches from the top “canse the rest spilled ot
into the muck bed.™

Dioug: “Hmmnon " — now that crooked, wily, half-cocked smile overtaking
his face.

Ma: “Now what? You tell me to give the pigs some molzssss, T give the pigs
oylasses. Didn't vou want me o give them moelzssas?™

Dioug: “Yes, I did. I was thinking more like a capful in their evening fead But
you gave them 5 zallons, mght™

Ma: *“Yes I did Are they okay™™

Dioug: “Hmoum, not sure yet. When I drove by all 5 of them were lying on their
backs with their feet sraight up in the zir™

Me: “Diead, are the pigs dead™

Dioug: “MNaw, they aren’t dead. Mot sure if they will be or not since I've never
given 5 pigs 8 5-gallon bucket of molasses ™

Me: “Diam it, Dioug, I'm so somy. I thought vou meant. .. oh never mind g .

Dipup: “Once araim it's my fanlt, Cline T forget that yon're still near to the
farm; I need to commmmnicate better; to Lt yvon know exactly what I'm zaying ™

Yo moust know that by now ['m feeling pretty omach like the village idiet I'd
disappointed Daddy D by pearly severnng my amm; pow [ may have killed Dhoug's
pigs. What next?

Dipug: “There’s one thing about it, Pollard.™

he: *“Yeah what's that?™

Dioug: “If they don't die beforehand, that will be some mighty sweet-tasting
BB next falll™

Ireceived that message . .my second “wink™ of the day. (And those pigs lived
unfil the next October g )

5all lumbled in the hills,
Fammer Clint

EXPERIENCED HIKE LEADERS WANTED for “The
Grandfather Challenge” program for at-risk, struggling
kids. Please see Tinyurl.com,ThelasonProject2019 for
more information, and send inquiries to
james@jamesnipper.com .
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The Two Fields of Ruth

By Marlens Houk
Burke Couny

hiztthew 13:44 = dpam, the hngdom of heaven iz like
undo treasure Rid in o feld; the which when a man hath

Jound, be hideth, and for joy theregf goath and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field. "

ILive in a moral ares, but oy boshand’s family consid-
ers me 3 “city girl.” I know nothing about nuirient levals
of hay growing in the fisld, bow to breed zrass-fed
cows, of plan sowing, tetting, and respmg for the next five years.
Smdying the book of Futh is like looking at teno fields: humanity and divinity.
Grpd nses the very bumen story of Ruth because a great teacher begins with the
student’s current level and then connects the new material.

We inderstand the ideas of fanming poverty, and helplessness as told in the
story of Buth. But, somewhere among the sheaves of daily life. the messages of
God lis quistly, waiting to be glesned by our inexperienced hands. When we pick
up a few spirifual stalks of tuth. we have entered the other field of Ruth- the field
of divinity. It is in this field that we are sufficed with the Bread of Life, and we
refurn to our loved ones, sharing, like Ruth those “six measures™ with which the
Lord has fed ns!

Hand Pain
Arthritis o

CRUZ

Life Center

ADVANTAGES OF

LASER THERAPY-
Seiwtionsfor Tous L4
+ 95% Success Rate cEROTMACTIE

“Since IREI

Burnsville, NC

* Non-Invasive

The Field of Human Feasoning versus The Divine Field of Refocusing on the
Lord

Ay mother-in-law nsed a valnabls anfique knife a5 an everyday mwol befors a
farnily member informed her it was wornth quite a sum. Becausa she only thought
of it 25 a knife, the larger importance of its beirloom quality was lost to her.
Waomi's busband and two sons had died, and she reasoned that God had shan-
doned her. (Futh 1:21) The fog of grief clonded her dasire to refocus on the Lord.
But what she could cnly trast, we can see. Her story blesses and nstructs ns 4,000
years later. Bven our wedding ceremonies consistently quote BEuth’s divine answer
to Maomi’s question. In ageless and exquisite words, Fath declares, “Your God
shall be my God, and your people my people...” Because Waomd raveled through
infense grief, her story becomes 3 textbook for how to belp others walk that end-
less journey of tears and sadness. The fields of bumanity and divinity contrast
each other in Bnth's story as we observe the difference betaresn our own reason-
ing and the far better choice of refomising on the Lord.

The Human Field of Unlmowns versos The Divine Field of Understanding
how God speaks

The first fime the phone rang as I sat at my desk in 3 new job, I feared 1
couldn't answer any question from the caller doe to a lack of waimmg. Char lives
change constantly and catapult us into nofamilisr temmitory. We experience change
on different levels as we leam to drve different roads, overcome inferiority when
mesting new people, and leam fo tust God in umcertain fmes. Futh entered
unfamiliar territory as she moved from Moak to Bethlehem-Tudah Was she wear-
ing acceptable clothes? How did people feel sbowt her ethonicity? Wonld Maomi's
Grod, and mow hers, support her?

Az we identify with Futh's experience in unfarmiliar territory, it is helpdal to
understand bow God spesks through scrpiure. He puts Bible stories atout women
who have experisnced similar things in His sooiy-six books. Like Buth, when we
grow in grace and knowledze, the Lord provides many life opporianities to fest
onr new-found maths. God uses 3 change m our Lives to help us practice our new
spiritual concepts. Have we leamed the valaable lesson of tust like Buth? Then,
the Lord amanges life so that we have ao opporiumity to st Him in our next de-
cision Have we determined our Fomans 12 spirmual gift? Then the Lord will lead
us to a church where our gift is desperately needed. All we need to do is look at
life throngh (God's perspective. The women in the Bible richby illustrate growing
in prace and knowisdze.

The Human Field of Terminal thinking versos the Divine Field of Tracking
Him in our lives

Waomi had terminal thinking when she saw (God a5 a vengefol and distant king.
As she moved throwgh ber story, we can frack God's gracions guidance of her Life
and His abundant blessings despite her despair.

Maomi looked at her life as a stone wall, not as 2 pointer to greater spirimal
mreasures that she conld unearth m the fisld of her ciroomstances. Her stone wall
had hmge rocks labaled widow, bamren, and penniless. Instead of seeimg them as
stepping stones to 3 richer ralatiomship with the LORD. she saw them as piled
high and blocking her path to happiness,

However, we can mack God in our lives by seeking His perspectve. His view-
point comess from realizing our blessings, srowing spiritually throngh the rea-
sures foumd in our trials, and the proouses in His Word. The two fields of Terminal
Thinking and Tracking God become obvicns m the book of Fath when we realize
that we can, through Maomi's story, see beyvond her circumstances. She encour-
2ges me fo rise from my pit of despair and lock up to the field of divinity where I
can reap peace, the purpose for niy pain, and eternal riches. Good!!?

The Human Field of Holding patterns versos The Divine Field of Habits: that
are Christlilke

MWaomi, the reapers, and the nearer kineman all had very boman thoughts that
became holding patterns, imitng their frith. Waommi despits her cnltural legacy of
having besn reared as 8 Jewess, strugeled with her outlook on lifie. She sank mmto
2 holding pattern of complaint and bitterness. She indesd needed Buth to pull her
ont, and Buth excelled The reapsrs only considered Buth as a Moabitish damsal,
certainty not God-sent. God saw her as a valuable part of His cestion, but this
ides never oooared to them. They stood astonizhed at Boaz's reatment of her be-
canse it trampled their preconceived ideas of ethmic prejudice. What an abouni-face
they surely demonstrated when Foth produced the next heir to his vast wealth!

In contrast to these characters’ holdmg patterns of human reasonimg, Futh broke
throwgh those dreary habits that often chain us to live's daily grind. She developed
Christ-like hsbits that encouraged her to develop a habit of godly thinking. She

1s immprialized a5 an example to us in the 215t cenfury of God's rewards fo those
who dizsripline themselves to be holy.

The next time youn read the book of Puth. think beyond the story to the tao
ficlds presented in this foy book: the feld of bimantty, and the feld of diviniy.
Your eyes will be opened as MNaomi and Fath encoarage yvou to look beyvond youar
cizoumstances to the divine hand of God in your life.

- -
Hﬂﬂ T“I: [EEE] 682-6157 Marlene Houk iz a regular confributor to Blue Ridee Chriztian News. Her passion
] ) (800) 772-T955 iz 1o deive deeply into the truths of Bible women and to discuss those in Bible

. nghlj Effective cruzlifecenter.com Studies called Backstage Pass to Bibis Women. She and her hushand discover joy.
marture, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marienehouk@beilsouth. nat
Learn mare about wormen i the Bible af Mariane's webzite: www MarleneHowk.
Cam
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Alice in Kingdom Land?
By Jim Huskins

MeDawell County  -— "
'. 4I|,-|E'I. J. |-
In the classic Lewis Camoll tale, Alice folloas
& white rabbit down 3 hole and finds herzalf in
Wonderland. Everything abont the place is suoreal
At some point, Alice asks the Cheshire Cat to give
her directions. The Cat answers, “That depends a great deal on where vou want fo

1=

20

Alice respomds, “0Oh, T doa't much care.™

The Cat replies, “Then it does not matier which way you go.”

Allice insists, “But I want o gef somewhers.™

“0h" answers the cat, ““You are sure to do thar.™

The maonth of January is named for Tanus, the Foman pod of doorways. He
iz depicted with two faces, one looking forward, and one looking back. In papan
Foooe, be was the god of beginnings. The dead of winter may be a good time to
ask cuarselves whers we are and where we are headed  If the conerezation with
which vou asspciate gets and where you are going, where will you be? Modem
churches face a range of possible destinations.

COme of the most popalar invelves terms like “mega”™ or “fiendly™ or “secker
driven.” This destination has many adherents becanse it has many afractions.
Thess growups nsnally worship in buge, up-to-date facilities with the technical
capabiliies of the best concert venwes. They feature young and beautiful people
providing professional momsic, dance, and drama. Broght, artdculate, eneraining
speakers are the main focus. Comfortable seats tend o be flled with the wealthy,
the famous. the powrerfinl. . and those who want to be. Success is expressed in
mnmbers.

Another destination is weskly sroup therapy. These assemblies sre only 2
half-step removed from mestings that begin: “Hi. I'm fm and I'm 3 recovering. ..
whatever ™ Many come for empowenment to confront the monkey oo their back.
Some seek indulzence as they let the beast mde.

Some congregations focns on “contemporary” valnes. This might include pros-
perity gospel, social oppormuntties for the lonely, or deliverance from guilt withowt
the incomvenience of repentance.

Oriher groups focus oo social justice and comummity service but place little
siress on spiriial rejovenation and the Biblical call thar Christ's fiollowers shonld
lead holy lives. They work to improve pecple’s “condition™ but do not call aoyvone
to present their body 25 a living sacrifice.

Some churches siress salvation and tithing. bt they provide liftle or no dis-
cipleship training. As a result, few step sway from the foot of the cross or leam
wheat it mesn: to love God and their neighhor.

Too many congregations decide that their cnly opton 1= maintaining, keeping
up the building, mowing the laam, holding on to their few remainmg families; go-
ing through the same ritnals again and again.

Congregations can change divection Change grows fom core convictions. Is
sin 50 serions that it separates us from our Holy Creator? What is the incarnation
and how dpes it impact my life” What does it mean w: “Make disciples gfall
nafions, hapiizing them in the mame of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirti, teaching them fo obsgrve all that I have commamded you? ™

In 3 sensze. vou do not have to be concerned about these questons. Your charch
will chposs 3 destination That choice will be defined intenticmally, or it will come
shout through passive disensazement I it dpes not martst to v whers your
conprezstion ends, then head in smy direction. Yo are bound o zet somewhere.
But if the destination matters, then I suggest that you disoneuish betwesn the wise
and the foolish.

T. 5. Ellict was z pessimustic fallow, but he was wise. Here is his assessment of
the mpdern age: “Where is the life we've lost in living? Where is the wisdom we
hawve lost in knowledze? Where is the knowledge we've lost in mformation? The
cycles of Heaven in tweniy cenmries bring us farther from God and nearer to the
dust.”

God's Word speaks to all our needs. Consider Proverbs 4:7-9. “Wisdom i3 the
principal thing; therefore gef wizdom: and with all thy getiing pet understanding.
Exaif her, and she shall promoie thee: she thall bring thee fo howor when thou
dast embrace her She shall give to thing haad an ornament of grace: a crown of
glory shail she deliver to thee ™

Jesus spoke often sbout wisdom and foolishmess: The wise man built his houss
oa a rock. Wise bridesmaids made adequate preparations. A ceriain DuEn was 50
wealthy that be conld not store all his possessions. He decided to build larger
wiarehouses. Jesus said, ““You foolish one. This night your soul is required of you.™
Fronm the cross, Jesus said “Father, forgive them. They do not know what they are
doing. They are foolish”

Paalm 119:11 sawys, “I have sétored up yvour wond in my heart, that I might not
sin gegmingt yor. " Psalm 11934 teaches: “&ive me undersranding, that I may keep
your law and observe it with my whole heart™ These are wizse choices. Thev resnlt
in the proper direction.

Lpuiza Fletcher Tarkington once said, “T wish there weare some wonderfial place
called the land of beginning azain Where all our mistakes. and all our heartachss,
and all of our poor selfish zrief could be dropped like a shabiby old coat at the
door and never put oo again.™

Perhaps this year named for perfect vision presents an opponmnity for each
af us to read the Bible from beginning to end with open minds and hearts. Those
divine, ancient words can direct ns on paths of wisdom and righteousness. Who
neads resolutions when Fesus tells us near the end of His book, “Bekold, T am
making all things new. ™

Credient Heart Fellowship believes that the entire Bible is toe and relevant.
We accept salvation by grace throngh faith in Jesus, and we attempt to love and
serve Him by keeping his conmmandments. See Bevelstion 14:12. We meet each

— &

Sabbath—Seventh Day—in Marion, 11:00 AN, We are cumrently seeking a mest-
ing location B28-460-T013

Jim & Beverly Husking are members gf Obadiont Haart Fellowship.

GRIFFITH'S
GENERAL STORE

“ A Lirle Onr Of The Way, But ALOT Less to Pay”

SHUELPIO;
$O50. 50
iz S
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WOOD STOVES
& ACCESSORIES

200lb cattle block
on sale for $49.95 each or
§47.95 each per pallet of 8
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Ph: (828) 688-2369
Fax: (828) 688-5479

Tipton Hill, NC Jerry & David Griffith
4301 NC 197 North davidgriffith58@ frontier.com
Green Mountain, NC 28740 griffith25/@ frontier.com

Ie are of God, hitle cinldren, and have evercome them:
because greater 1s he that s in you, than he that is i the
world. 1 Jehn 4:4

HVAC

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

WHY ENROLL IN OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM?
* PREVENT COSTLY REPAIRS AND BREAKDOWNS

+CORRECTION OF DEVELOPING PROBLEMS
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Mitchell County DSS

Veteran's Services & D55 Collaborate
to Better Serve Mitchell County Veterans
Mitchall Cownty =

Crur mission st America
Sarves is to catalyze and instill
a sustainable, coommunmity-
baszed commimment o care
coordinatien for America’s
military-connected members
and their families. We do so by
providing innovative strategies
and expeeTt oMMty nAViEa-
tion with those who are also conmitted to improving ensasement, access, and sf-
fertive collaborative relationships uitimately benefiting the nation’s sll-volontear
amed forces, veterans, and their families.

Amernica Serves does this through 3 semies of centers placed throughout the
couniry. The coordination centers are commnity-based and are hosted by a
varety of human service crganizations. In Western Morth Caroliza, the coondins-
tion cenfer is based on Veterans Service of the Carolinas and offers programs 1o
assist Veterans, Family MMembers and Caregivers in Housing, Employment and
Care Coordination. The FC5Senes Western Coordination Center was added to the
Orgamization in 2017 and is based in Asheville Buncombe Comnuonity Christian
hlimistry, more specifically the Veterans Service of the Carolinas. This center has
been a crucial piece in assisting Veterans and their families holistically. Care Co-
ardinators and Intake Spectalicts in the Coordination Center can send amd recaive
referrals for all humsan service neads thro an electronic platform, Unite Us,

Tilizing Unitel’s allows us to assist more efficiently as we can conmect ben-
eficiaries to resources in real-ime. Undtells is also able fo give coordinated care
to these Veterans while improving the efficacy of financial resources by having
access to rack provider, setvice, and outcome data. Ultmately, UnitelTs is able to
rack who gets that money, how it's being spent, and who is accessing services.

Collaborating with compumity partners such as Mitchell Coumty D5S and
Veteran Services is crucial because it extends our reach, making access more ac-
commodating to those living in more naral commnnites. Providers like Mitchell
Coumty DES and Veteran Services can send referrals to the coordinstion center for
services such as health care, education, bousing, employment, benefits recrestion,
and begal services. These referrals are then wiaged to other network providers who
can mest needs.

As 3 result of our collaboration with Mitchell County D55 and Veterans
Services we bave access o 3 network of over &) providers in Western Morth
Carpling and 250 indivichial users who have been mained on the platform to send
and receive referrals. Through this partnership, both organizations are looking 1o
enhance the services that are available to veterans, family members, and caregiv-
ers in the Mitchell County area. Mitchell Comnty DISS and Vetetans Senvices will
be able to wiilize the Unitells platform to send and receive referrals for veterans,
family members, and caregivers they are cunmently serving.

Mitchell Connty D55 and Veterans Services are already doing prest work
the area and serving the community in an impactfiol way and through this collabo-
ration, we hope the Veterans in Mitchell County are nfilizing resources available
to them as well a5 identify paps and barriers.

Dr. Dobson’s Newsletter

By James Diobson

If a conwnitment to Christ is the foundation for a swc-
cessfial marriame. then daily praver together is the steady,
brick-trv-brick constuction that prowvides a safe haven for
EENLne imfmacy.

It was centzinly tree for my parents. James Dobson St
was 3 pastor and evangelist for most of his life. He often
spent hours-long sessions on his knees, falking with God
and praying for his ministoy and those ke loved. He was known m the small Texas
toam where I spent moy preschool years as "the man with no leather on the es of
his shoes." He spent so much trme on his knees that he wore out the toes before he
did the soles!

Bt Dad did not only pray alome. My mother, his beloved wife, whom he called
v, regularly joined him to pray in times of crisis, daring life's routine periods,
and for occasiona] help snd pridawce in dealing with 8 rambunctions son nanied
Jin. Their prayer times together must have made a deep impression on me from
oy earliest days, for I was told that at just one year of age [ arempied to pray with
them I hadn't vet leamed to f2lk, so I ired to imitate the seunds they were making
as they commumicated with God.

I have mo doubt that mry parents' unswerving lowve for Jesus Christ, renewed
by daily conversation with Him, in furn, cemented their own deep affection and
respect for each other. Their praver life was the glne that preserved a loving forty-
three-year union that lasted umfil the morment noy father left this earth in 1977,

I hawe tried to follow that example in my cam home. The couniless trmes that
Shirley and I have bowed before God to offer words of thanks petitions for as-
sistance, and expressions of love have strenzthened our relationship, too, n ways
that can never be measured. Prayer has been the stabilizing influence for our life
together

Of coarse, some people use praver the way they follow their horoscopes, at-
(Emping to manipulate an unidentified “higher power.™ One of oy fitends teasing-
by admidts that be utters a prayer each moming on the way fo work when be passes
the doughnut shop. He knows if is unhealthy to eat the greasy pastries, buat he
loves them dearly. Therefore, he asks the Lord for penmission to indulpe himself
gach day. He'll say, "If it is Yiour will that I have a doughmut this moruing, let there
be a parking space available as I circle the block." If o spot can be fonnd for his
car, be circles the block and prays azsin.

Shirley and I hawve taken our prayer life a bit more seriously. In pood fimes, m
hard times, m momenis of anctety, and in petiods of praise we have shared this
wionderful privilege of talking directly to our hesventy Father What 8 comcept!
Mo appoinment is needed o enter into His presence. We don't have to go thronzh
His subordinates or bribe His secrefaries. He is simply there, whenever we bow
together before Him Some of the highlizhts of oy life have ocomred in these
quiet sessions with the Lord

Dio not misunderstand—yprayer, when youn are alone, with & friend in a Bible
study, or in choch, is exremely mmportant and valwed just as mmach by our Father.
But there is something special about prayer betwesn bushand, wife, and God that
can't be found elsewhere. It creates a spiritnal connection, accountability, and a
holy bond that brings strensth and stability to the ralagonship. It can even allow
vou to conummicate shout sensitive issues that might otherawize never come ogut—
issues that cam be discussed and prayed over im @ spirit of homility and purity of
motye.

There is something special abont prayer between husband, wife, and God.

Prayer of this kind can revitalize a mamiage. In 1983, after vears of discom-
fort and a vagme sense of spiritual nnrest, Christan recording artist Steve Green
poured ont his heatt to the Lord in prayer and experienced 3 spiritzal renewal st
a few weeks later, his wife, Marjean, did the same thing. For the first tmne in their
marriage, the Greens began talking to God, fogether, oo 2 regular basis.

"1 thouzht we had a good marriage before becanse we didn't fight, we were
compatible, we enjoved being together.™ Steve zxvs. "But after our renswal, snd-
denly we were conwmricating &t the deepest level. There was a bond of God's
Spirit holding us and tving us togsther. Cur relationship became 8 spirimal one.
and it just Sourizhed ™

For the Greens, the key to unlncking thess blessings was A persistent prayer
Life.

James Dobson, Jr @5 an American evangelical Christian author, poychologiss, and
Sounder in 1977 gf Focus on the Family
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How Democrats and Republicans
differ on impeachment:

'ldeas shape the course of history’
By Jim Denison

The lawyer for Honse Jadiciary Commitiee Democrats
teld the cormmittes yesterday that evidence for President
Trmop's impeachnyent is “overwhelming™ and “umcontra-
dicted” and stafed that it “cannot be disputed.™ The Fe-
publicans’ lawyer, by comirast, stared; *This unfair process reflects the degres fo
which Democrais are obsessed with impeaching President Tromp by any meamns
DeCessary.”

U::l?'pﬁ.':ingl]r, 832 percent of Demncrats support impeaching the president,
whils only 9.1 parcent of Republicans agree.

The Saudi gunman and polyamorons families

The Saudi guonman who killed three people at the Pensacola naval base ap-
parently went on Twitter shortly before the shooting to blast 15 support of Istzel
and accuse America of being ant-MMuslim. This was reported by a US official as
the FBI confinmed it is operating oo the assumption that the attack was an act of
TeITOTism.

In other news, a tweniy-vear-old woman from Jacksonville, Florida, is expect-
ing her first child Here's what makes her story usnal: the father is one of four
men with whorn she is in 8 polyamorous relationship. She told reporters that the
five plans to raise the child together as a family:

Mesmyvhile, an arficle in The Federalist wames that “male mansjzcking will ul-
timately end women's sports.” The cohomm cites a biological male who competes
in women's mixed martial arts and recently shattered a competitor’s eye socket.
It also names Gabrielle Ludwig, a six-foot-soe-inch biological male who stans on
the women's basketball team at Mission College in California and “mysteriously
led the league in reboumds, ™ amonz other examples.

“Ideas shape the course of history.™

Omne bundred years ago, a litfle-known British econoonist published a book
protesting the Versailles freaty that bronght the First World War to itz conclusion.
Jobm Maynard Eeynes comrectly foresaw the chaos that led to the rise of Waz
Gemamy.

The now-famons public intellecmal was right “Ideas shaps the course of his-
m}:-

Democrats and Fepublicans obviously have very differsnt views regarding the
impeachment of the president  Jihadist ideas confinue to inflame conflict here and
arpund the world. And the crescendo of suppont for polyamory and “gender fluid-
ity™ in our cultare is manifested daily in the news.

“¥ou rise at dawn and barry to carry them ount™

The sipnificance of ideas is oo of the most doovinemnt ideas in the word of God
as well.

For instance Micah 2 warns: “What sorrons et yor wia e awake at night,
thmking up @vil planz ™ (v. 1a MLT). Why is such private sin so deadlyT Bacause
“pou rize af dawn and hurry fo carry them ont ™ (v 1 NLT).

Sinful scions are preceded by sinful thoughts. Therefore the barie for the
mingd is so crocial.

An example: Becauss the Israelites living on the ezstern side of the Jordan
Biiver “broke firith with the Onod of thedr firthers, and whored qiter the gods of the
peaples qf the land, whom God had destroyed before them ™ (1 Chronicles 5:25),
the Lord “fook them info exile” (v. 28).

And apother: Micah 3:5 wams of “the prophets who lead ooy people asoay,
who cry “peace’ when they have something to eat, but declare war against him
who puts nothing inte their months.™ Here we leam that prosperity can decejve us
into thinkingz all is well with God when a1l is well with us.

“There are only two kinds of people in the end™

(rod wramts to speak his tuth to and throngh ws, a5 Micah testified: “Bui as
Jor ma, I am filled with power, with the Spirt gf the LORD, and with justice and
might, fo declare to Jacab kiz transgrezsion and fo Jorael his zin ™ (Adicah 3:8)
But we must be submitted to his Spirt to hesr his voice.

Here’s bow: “Lat wr go up fo the seountmn gf the LORD, fo the house qf the
rod gf Jacol, thar ke may teach ws his ways and that we sy walk i his pafhs ™
(Dficah 4:7). When we make time to be with God and learn his ways, we will
“wralk in his paths.™ But onky then.

Crur Lord enwizsions 3 fiture when the natons “shall baat their swords g
Plowsharer, and thafr spears imfo prusimg hooks, nation shall not 1 up sword
apamst nation, nefither thall thay learm war argemors™ (v 1), But so long as God is
A Sunday haobiby, o option for those who choose to be “relizions.” oor cultors will
niot and canmot experience the peace and purpose he alone can give.

C. 5. Lewis notes in The Great Divorce: “There are only two kinds of people in
the end- those who say to God, “Thy will be done,” and those o whom God says,
in the end “Thy will be done.™

“One thing is necessary”™

In 8 recent Firstl 5 devotional, Craiz Denison fornses on the narmative in Luke
10 where Jesus visited Mary and Martha. While Mary “saf af the Lornd & feet and
Hztened fo ks teacking”™ (v. 397, "Martha war distracted with much serving™ (v
4. Fesns =aid of Mary’s focus on him: “he thing is necessary. Mary has chosen
the good portion, which will nof be faken from her™ (v 42).

It is troe that we need what Marths does. Meals mwst be prepared; work st
be dome. However, it is also fme that our culture valies Martha over hMary. We are

known for what we de more than for who and Whose we ars.

Craiz notes: “If it's really true that only one thing is necassary, we nead to fizht
for that one thing sbove all else. We nead o devote ourselves to sitting at the feet
of Jesus abowe every other puarsnit.”

In a Martha culimre, have yon made tme o be like Mary yvet today?

Jim Dgnizon PhoD speaks and writer on cultural and confemporary souer. His
daify cofumm is diziributed to more thar 113,000 subzcribars in 208 countrias.
See more on the websife www denizonforum.ors. Copyrighted and printed by
parmission from Denizon Forum,
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Al Things New
By Caron Cline
Burke County

Purchasing or receiving something new tends to stmu-
late the most complacent or apathetic individual. The homan
heart bores easily and even the most content admit that
the thought of a new car, bouse, job, efc. tends fo canse
that heart to pick up its pace. Each year we anticipate the
Thanksgiving season, followed immmediately by the season
of Advent, with all its festivites and fellowship with loved
ones. A5 the year draws to a close, we tom our thowshts to
the coming of 3 new yaar. What will the fivture brins™ Will it be exciting or could
damper be huking ahead? Repardless of the uncertaivty, we charge holdly mnto te
futmare with optimism and parpoese. The bottom line is: we love 8 new beginning.

Where does this desire originate? Could it come from our heavenly Father?

As we navigate the Scriptares, we find that God lowes new things! The word
new’ is used approximately 150 times in the Bible. His intent is to bestow upon
His children new things; mew gifis! When God called Moses to retmrn o Egypt as
the deliverer of His people, Moses wondered if the people wonld receive him as
their lesder. We read these words in Exodus 3:13-14. “Then Moses said to God,
I I come to the people of Israel and say o them, "The God of your fathers has
sant me o yor |, and they ask me, "What iz Hiz nawe?” "what thall I saqy fo them ™"
Grod said to Moses, “T AW WHO I AM® Thesea words teach us that God is abways
in the present Hemmﬂ:.e now’ and therafore. with Him al] things are new. This
principle provided for the children of Tsrael as Moses led them through the wilder-
ness for 40 years. Meither their clothes nor their sandals ever wore out although
the desert heat and rough temmain should have taken a vicious toll upon them
Miracnlously, these basic necessities retained their newnass.

Unforimately, we live in a fallen world and in a body of desth. God has not
chosen to repeat the wildemess miracle in our world foday. Sin has taken its toll
on everviling within our sizght and in the natural, all that surronnds us is spiraling
downward. Thankfully, as believers, we walk by faith and not by sight, standing
on the promises of God of mew things to come.

However, Jesns promised that if we received Him as Lord and Savior, we
wiould have a new beginning known as being bom again. X Corinthians 5:17 tells
s that “Thergfore, if anyone is in Cheist, e iz o new creation. The old haz passed
away; bakald, the maw kas come”. These words seem to echo a simular thowght
fromm the prophet Isaiah in chapter 43, verse 13-12, "Remember not the former
fhirngs, nor consider the thing: gf old. Behold, I am doive a new thing, now i
sprirgs forth, do you not perceive i

How amazing to realize that we can become new people with new hearts and
new minds! The Mew Covenant that Jesus made with His Father by pouring ot
His owm blood for us opened the door for these new hearts. God spoke through
Jeremiah of this INew Covenant and explained it in this manmer; . gfter those
diays, deciares the Lowd, Twill put My law within them, and Iwill write it on tharir
heartz. And I'will be their God and thay will be My people.. for Twill foretve thar
iniguity, and I will remember thetr sin no more ™. We have been made new!

Another wonderful promise from our Father was also conveyed throngh the
prophet Teremiah in Lamentations 3:22-23: "The steadfs? lovw of the Lond maver
caases, Hiz mercies never come o ah end. they are new @vary morning, graal is
Your faitifluness ”. Who doesn't need new mercies every morning? What a won-
derfinl promisa!

Lastly, we have the greatest pronuse of all. In the book of the Revelation chap-
ter 21, we read of our foture home. Every believer will someday dwell in 3 new
heaven and a new earth where nghteousmess will reign. “dnd He who was seated
o the throne said, Behold, I am making ail things naw ™"

Az we slip mbo 2020, the potential for snccess and prosperity is equal to our
potential for loss and devastaton. However, in the spirimal  we are constantly be-
ing renswed and moving from glory to glory.

Walk in newmess of Llife! The fatare is bright!

Caron Cline iz a_follower of Jesus Chreist who loves to teach the word gf Grod.
Her desire is to see avery believer growing in the grace and Inowiladee af the
Lord.

Jesns saitl undo him, T am the way, the trah, o e Bfe: no man cometh unen
the Fadlrer, but by me. Jokn I4:8
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Come to God's Table
By Jovce Mdeyer

In Psalm 42:5 (AWM}, the psalmist asked “Why are you
in despair, O my soul? dnd wigy have you become rasi-
Tess and dizturded within me? ™ It sepms that many people
often feel this way. Because of the pressures of evervday
life—in cur work, finances. our homes or relationshipz—
there is some form of depression, discouragement or
discontentment n almaost everyome youw ses.

But it really doesn’t have to be that way. We do not need to live our lives in
despair, restless or distarbed. We can be confent, encouraged and joyful even in
the midst of woubles.

For many vears [ felt bad about mryself because of the abuse I endured for most
of my childhood. I felt damazed and ashamed and forused more on what I did
wrong than anything else. That is untl I came to an nnderstanding of who I am in
Christ.

You see, wiat we think of oursebres has a lot o do with bow we feel about
ourselves. And when you give your life to Christ, vou don’t have 1o be mad at
yourself becmse vou don't do everything right. Won can enjoy your life even
while you have a problem!

The guestion is, can yon ses vourself the way God sees you—ihe way He says
vou are in His Word? Will you frest the Holy Spirit to work in yvon il you cam
sep itT Dhon't wormy. .. you dom't kave to wait until He's done; the work is ongoing.
You just nesd to tust Him.

Come to the Table

In 2 ook I read about shepherds and sheep. it falks about how a shepherd will
o to the “tablelands,™ & high platean that is difficult to reach bor where it is good,
healthy grass for the sheep to graze. He goes and “prepares™ the land by remov-
ing any poisonons grasses and flowers that could hanm the sheep. In Psalm 23:5
(MW, Dawvid says, “You prepare a fable bgfbre me in the prezence gf my enamias.
Tou anommt my head with odl; sy cup overfiods. ™ And 2 Sanmel chapter @ tells 2
baautifinl story that comveys how welcome we are at the table of the king.

After the deaths of King Sanl and his son Fonathan Diavid began to search for
spmesne from the Bloodline of Sanl, to whom be conld show favor to honor his
friend Jomathan (2 Samuel 21} He just wanied to be good to sooneone in Sanl and
Jonathan's family on Jonsthan®s behalf

Drawid found onxt that Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth was stll alive. But he was
told that the young man had “Issues.”” His feet were lame. That was no matier fo
Eing David, who sent for Mephibosheth to be brought to him

Blephibosheth came before Kinz Diavid in fear and shame, bowing and asking,
“TWhat iz your servani, that vou showld nofice a dead dog like me™ " (w8 NIV
Many of ns come to God that way because we do not feel good enough or that we
deserve God's lowve and mercy.

I fielt this way for a long time. so I understand what it’s like. But we don’t
have to clean ourselves up to come to God, because the moth is, we can’t make
ourselves good enough in our own effort or sirength. God wants us o come to
Him just as we are, and then He will change the things abowt us that need fo ba
changed 2= we grow in our relatonship with Him

Drawid assured Mephibosheth, saving, “Don t be gifaid, for I will surely show
you bndrezs for the sake of your firther Josuathar., Twill restore fo you all the hand
rhat belonged to your grangfcher Saul, and you will always ear af my table™ (v. 7
M
‘IvT}]:-IELBEtVEEEEﬂfﬂﬂTdﬂFtEIEEHS-, “Mephibasheth Ined m Jerusalem becausa
ha always ate af the bing§ table; he was lame in both feet™ (WIV). What a beauti-

ful account of unconditional love, acceptance and redemption!

You Are Always Welcome

This can be our story as well. As Psalm 235 says, God's table has been pre-
pared for ns in the presence of all cur enemies—all our issues and problems. The
Lord welcomes us to His table and anoints our heads with oil, a symbaol of the
Holy Spirit, who refreshes and energizes our hearts. And He continuwally fills cur
cup to overflowing!

When we live in God's presence, our “cup™—our life—will overflow with
His lowe, grace, mercy, and every other pood thing He has for us. The Lord is 2
Good Shepherd, and thers is no reason for you to feel insecure, ashamed or fearful
before Him You are always welcome at His table, in the pressnce of God!

Javee Meyer is a New Tork Times bestzelling author and founder of Joyce Mayver
Ministries, Inc. She has authored mora than 100 books, including Batflgfield af
rhe Mind and Cherioad: How fo Unpiug, Unwind and Unieash Tourse{f from the
Pressure gf Stress (Hacheriel. She hosts the Exjoying Everyaay Life radio and TF
rrograms, which air on hundred: gf staton: worldwide. For morne ijformaion,
VISIT WWW JOVEEIEVar OTE.
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Mirror, Mirror On The Wall...
By Steve Bietz
Burke Couny

Although lots of porraits of (ueen Elizabeth exist she did not
paise for many of them . If she disliked 3 particular piohare. she
wiould have it destroyed.

Her Secretary of State, Bobert Carl, an sstte diplomst,
worded it carefinlly. "My painters have done partraits of te
Craeen et nome has acmally shoam her looks or chamms. There-
fore, her Majesty commands all mammer of persons to stop doing poetraits of her umil
a Clever painter has finshed one which all oiher painters can copy. Her Majesty, i the
meantime  forbids the showing of oy poriraits which are ugly unil they are mproved ™

5o, what did Queen Elizabeth really look ke? Qmotes fom ber visitors to ber oourt
shed some light.

In ber Twenry-5econd Year, "Her fizure and face are handsome;, she has such an s
of diznified majezty that o one could ever doulbt that she is goeen

In her Twenty-Fourth Year: "Although her face i= comely rather than handsome. she
is tall and well-formed  with zood skin slthowsh swarthy; she has fine eves and above
gl a bamatifirl hand with which she mskss a display"

In her Thirty-Second Year "Her hair was more reddish than yellow, corled nanrslby
In Appearancs.”

In her Sixty-Fourth Year: "When anyone speaks of her beauty, she says she was
never beantiful. Wevertheless, she speaks of ler besuty as ofien as she can”

In her Sixty-Fifth Year: "Her fare is oblong, fair bt wrinkled: ber eyes small, yet
black smd ples=ant; her nose a little booked; her teeth black; she wore false hair and that
Iﬂ"

By the way, historians tell us Cusen Elirsheth ate swzar almost constanthy and it
fummed her teeth black. Iiis also known that she contracted smallpox m 1562 5t the age
of 20 which left her face scamred. She took to weannz white lead make up to cover the
scars. Then m her later years, she suffered the loss of ber bair and her teeth. | was at
this same time thas she conreemded that all te mirrors i her roomes be removed . If ghe
was to travel from the palace to amy other becation. and she was very active late in life
Elizaheth required that before her amrival, all nvirmors most be removed from the place.

Indesd mirror, mirmor, on te wall, who's the fairect of them 27 Tames desoibes the
law of God &= 3 mimor. “For ifapane is g heorer g the ward and not g doer;, be &5 e
a man olnenang ks naumal froe i o mirror; for be olmerves msell poes ey and
immaaiarely fovpets wivw Koid gf mam he wars. " Jarpes 122, 23, The b, like 3 mimor,
tells 1s if our spirimal face is dirty or our lives are sin stamed. If the spirimal mirmor tells
ns that pur face is soiled and needs washing, what will you and I do to remedy the sina-
ation? Ty to wash our face for the mimor? O manbe hide e Holy mdmror becase it
reveals a sad fact that is disapresahls. Meither course of action would chean our faces.

e mmnst discover the e relationship existing befwesn the law of God and the
Gospel. On one side there are those that insist that by strictly keepine the Ly of God we
muay sormehey, sornewsy, eam God's gift of salvation. That wronldn't be nowch of 3 gife,
wiould i7 Fomans 3:3) tells us that no one is going to work his way hip beaven merely
becanse be outwardly keeps the commandments of God. 5all, others contend that the
clamms of (God's law mnst be forever banished if ooe is o enjoy the foll fresdom of the
gospel. This they claim m-spite of God clamine that His law is holy and jost and good.
(Fiomans 7-12)

Bodh ditches will getns lost. (God's law has a very important robe for all of us. It
reveals sinand impresses upon s our need for 3 Fedeerme  that can cleanse us. Mo, the
law cannot wash and save us; it merely points ouf sin o our bves, Coly Jesus Christ, the
Lamb of God, can savens. The law is God's sm desector, fior by the law &5 the ko
edize gff sin. ™ (Fomans 3:20) It is the straight edge of the Law that shows us how crooked
We e,

The apostle Paul declared thar a slimpes of the conmnandments revealed to him bis
oam sin: T had not known sin, Bl By the lmw: for J Rad rot known ot except the faw
zid, Sow thaif ot cover " Fiomans T-7.

Have you and I looked at the mimor on the wall knowm as the Ten Conmmandments
recently” Dan't have all of God's mirmors removed from vour bose. Instead, msy we
ook ar the mimor of God's law ofien, and then num to Chrest so that we can be forgiven,
and our dirty faces cleansed. We may even come to the point that the Psalmist reached
i his relationship with te conmmandments of God when e zaid: "0 how Il vour
Imw! IF is miy seaelitorion: all dhe dlgy " Psalm 119297,

Steve Bietz, Pastor, Morganton Seventh day Advensizt Church.

Fresh Start.. New Beginnings
By Chris Ratbbane
Mitchell County

Happy Mew Year everyone! Ac always, it's hard o balievs
that anoither year has passed and here we are in 2020, It seams:
as though the Thanksgiving and Christnss season Ccame and
wenf 50 quickly and here we are in 3 new year. We ke been
richly blessed by the Lord in thar He has seen us throngh
another year. Mo doubt 2009 had its wps and downs. Bt here
we are, alive to face another year with Jesus, As we reflect on
Exst vear, I'm sure that many of us have had many challenzes. Thers are some who faced
finanrisl or career changes. Some. out of nowhere. had changes fo thedr health simation.
For many, no doubt, the passing of 3 loved one seemed o chamee everyiing in vour
Life Thers were sifustions that none of us sa cominge nor had we planned for such
events in our lives. However, by Grod's grace and with Tesws by our sids we made it

Even with all the challenzes we faced, et ns not forget the blessings of the previous
vear! Well, we are siill alive! That's 3 biz one in fself! We made dwonsh 2009 with food
1o eat, Clothes oo our back, a roof over our hesds, 2 job, elecimcity, franspomation, etc.
And muess what? Those aren't even the best blessinzs we had! There's our famdly, our
fivends, our church families, all those people in o lives that we love. When times were
hard, we had someone there by our side fo belp us along the way, to pray with us and for
s We wers formete enongh o have a chorch fanrily to worship our Savior with us.
The fellowship of the believers &5 such a blessing from God. God is good, even when
bifee 1= heard, (God is good.

As we refipct on 1ast year we are also lpalong forward to the fivhare. We mey not kmowy
what lies shead in this upooming yesr, but we do know the One who does! We offen
mske a kot of plans for a Mew Year Plans to chanse some bad habits and start some
good ones. The momber of diet plans that start on Jameary 15t woukd make our beads
spin. I'd say that diet and exercise resolutions are at the top of the st and are also at
the top for being A resolution that is troken. We have become a cubhare that is obsessed
promzse resulis that no one else can deliver. Wow don't 2ef me wrong, I certainly believe
thart diet and exercise bring benefits into onr lives and cemainly help us fesl better. That's
somethine T strive to do noveelf althougsh it's certainky 3 stmesle sometimes. The nis-

The pirysical bodies that vou and I live n are semporary. Every single one of us, span
fromn Tesus comving for His church has an apponvirsent with death We will laaws this
world for heaven or bell through plrysical desth. There's no escaping it spant from Jesus
coaning and if yvou'te bost without Jesus there's no escape at all! While it is beneficial for
1s o have healthy habits, those benefits are only temporary. Fegardless of how healtin
we eat, how momch we exercise, how many vitamins we take; we will all continae fo
grow older We cannot stop the aging process np matter ow hard we iry. The most
mportant thing s that we have placed our faith in Jesus as our Savior and whether we
leave this workd when Jesus comes or through death. we are ready!

Mow I kmow youre probebly tinkine, "Good prief preacher, can you give us a little
enrouramement™ Well, T'm plad oo ssked! The challpmme befiors ws i this Mew Year
shiouldn’t he farnsed just on our phopsical heslth bot on the naset inportant thing in our
bHves: our relationship with Tesns. The apostle Paul wrote in 15t Timodsy 4:8 “For bodily
exercise profitech litfle: but podliness is profitshls ymeo all dines, having promise of the
Life thet now &=, amad of that which is to come ™ Panl isn't ssying that thare is no “profit”
to physical evercise, be's saying that it is only temporary. "Godliness", or the spiritual
part of our lives has benefits m s life and de Life to cone. In other words, the prcmty
shauld be on the spirimal and nof just the phoysical

This new yesr let's zet our prioTities where they should be. Yes, we can sirive to eat
mipht and evsercise for the temporary benefits i brngs in s life. But how bout we sTive
for godliness. Those things thar will brine us benefits both now and in esemity. How
mmch bester this vear before us could be if we pray more, stady more. worship maore zmd
witness mnre. What if we decide we are going to seek the kingdom of Geod first? What
ereat blessimes we conbd sl be if we decide to serve i our Incal charch ivstead of jost
being 3 pew wamer! Let's resobve to live Godly in Chrict and kst Hirn cmase the rest to
fall m place! We have been siven a Mew Year, let's live it for the slory of Jesus!

Preacher Chris Rathbone serves as Pastor at Mime Creek Bapdist Church.
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'WECR AM Radio/Glory 1130

Mew Year, New Plans, New You

By Phillip Gresne
Avery Courty

T beseech vou thergfore, bratiren, by the mercies gf
God, that ye precent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
accapiable unio God, which &z your neasonable sarvice.
And be not conformed fo this world: buf be v frams-
Jormad by the renewing af your mingd, that ye may prove
what iz that gooed, and acceptable, and perfect, will off
God ' Fomans 12:1, 2 (ETV)

With the Mew Year begmming, I zot to thinking abont resohitions and how
many of us make them, but they rarely maks it through the first month. When
many make resolrtions, it imvolves 8 dramatic change to their lives; a change to
habits or diet.

One thing that always seems to happen is a drastc effort to start the year, an
effort to attack this new plan they hawe with zeal MMamy lose sight of their goals
early on due to the lack of instant resnlis. They lpse the zeal to fight for their
zoals when 3 small sethack comes their way.

Face it, we ve all foumd ourselves evaluating our lives af the end of each year,
wondering what we conld have done to make our lives better and fimaring new
ways 1o improve curselves.

With the passing of each year comes the passing of old ways. Many make reso-
Intions in an effort to succesd in the coming months. There are those who plan fo
lose weight, those that are dead set oo starting that new workont plan, and those
that vow to make hittle improvements in their daily life.

The Christian life is one that is sonilar to the coming of a pew year. In the
vears of our lives, we face a new vear when we accept Jesns as our personal Sav-
ior. The ¢ld is passing away o the new, and our resolaton is simple. . .to become
like Clrist!

1R And we Inow that in all things God works fbe the pood of thoze who love
Fam, who have been called according fo hiz mopose 29For thoze Grod forelonew
R alzo predestined fo be conformed fo the likenass af hiz Som, that ke might be the
firstharn among many brothers. 304nd thaze he predestined, he alzo called those
he calied, ke also justjfied; thase he justified. he aiso glorjfied.” Fomans §:28-30
(MIV)

This statement to the Fomans by Paul tells ns as Chostans that we all have
the same “INew Year's” resolution. God calls ns His children; he has known each
of us since we were in our mother’s wormb. Dravid tells us in Pzalm 134 who was
foreknown —

*13 For you created my mmost being; vou kit me rogethar in my mothar 5
womb. 14 I praize you because I am_fearfilly and wonderfldly mada; your works
are wonderfid, I brow that full well ™ Psalm 13%:13-14 (HIV)

So we know that (God has made the resolnfion for ws, and Panl tells us what
that iz leming ns know is that we are to be conformed to the likeness of Tesus, and
we are called, justfied snd glorfied according to his will. 5o this year make the
resohition to be what God has called you to be. .. put sway the old, and 1=t the
new Comme in.

=1 FThergfore, i aryone is @ Chrizs, be is a new creation; the ofd har pone, the
Hew har come’ ™ 1 Cornthians 5:17 (HIV)

Iwant to encourage you o take inventory and set spirreal goals. What are
your plans to further the Kingdoon of God in 20207

Continne in Fomans chaprer 17, staming in verse 9 where we see the marks of
& servant. “Ler iove be withou! dizzimulaimon. Ablor thar which iz evil; cleae 1o
that which iz good. Be hindly affeciioned one to another with brotherly love; in
honowr preferring one another; Not slothfll im busimass; fervent in 1pirst; seming
the Lord: Rejaicing in hope: patient in tribulafion, continwing instant i prayer:
Distributing to the necezzify qf samts; given to hospitalin: Blecs them which per-
secude you- Bless, and curse not. Rgjoice with them that do rgoice, and weep with
them that weep. Be af the same mind one fowarnd anoiher, Mind not high things,
It condescend to men of low estate. Be nat wise In your own conceiis. Recom-
panse fo no man @il for evil Provade things honest tn the sight of all men. [ i
b possibile, as much as liefh in you, ve peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved,
avenEe not yourselves, but rather ghve place unte wrath: for it = written, Fen-
geance is ming; I'will epay, saith the Lord Thergibre jf thine anamy hunger,_foed
Fam; if e chirst, give kim drink:_for in so deing thou shalt heap coals of fine on iz
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome avil with good. ” Fomans 12:0-21
mﬂnk over this list and look desp within your heart to see if yon have goals for
your Christian walk that coincide with these marks.

et vour fire bornimg im 2020, Fan the flames and let the Lord work through
you to srcomplish your goals and tum your heart over to the Eing of Kings.

What will you do for the Lord in 20207

We serve

" SOFT ICE CREAM
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Floats & Boats

Phallip Greene is the Stanon Manaper/Program Divector for WECR-AM Radio’
Crigry 1130,
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Foothills Baptist Bible College

The Enduring Gospel
By Dir. Tom Walker
MeDowell County

Bev 14:6-7 reads: “And I saw another aneal fiy in the midst
af heavan, having the everiasting gaspel to preach unio them
that dwell on the earth, and fo every nation, and REndred, and
fongue, and peaple, Sming with a loud voice, Fear God, and
Eiva glory fo him, for the hour gf Bis judement & come: and
warship him that made heavan, and earth, and the sea, and
the forntams gf waters. ™

The Gospel can be described by nsing many descriptive words. Here ate a few
of them found in the Mew Testament. It is called “the Gozpel gf the grace af God
fdetz 20:24), the Gozpel gf His Son (Rom.1: 2, the Gospel af Christ (Rom. 114},
the rocpel of peace (Rom_10:15), the Gospel of the uncircumcizion and the Gos-
pal of circumeizion (Gal. 2:7), the Gospel af vour zahvation (Eph 1:13), the hope
af the Gospel (Cal 1:23), the glovious Gospel (1 Timothy 1:11), and in Revelation
14-5 the everlasting Gospal. ™

Everlasumg shonld not be difficult to define. It means continnons, forever or
pennanent. It mesns to coptinwe without stopping or fo continue to exist forever.
If vou divide up the word it has two parts “ever” and “lasong”. The (ospel of
Christ is gocd news now and according to the werse before ns, it will last forever.

Chur opening verses involve the seventh seal being opened. The victory of
God’s Lamb is assured in thess verses. This “everlasting Gospel™ will be preached
to the entire world in the end ame. I believe this vision symbolizes preaching the
trath of Christ to the entive world. Femember that the fime Jobn the Revelator
presents in these two verses will be a time when Jews are going to be scatterad
all ower the earth. They will have to fles becanse of the mtense perssrntion by the
Antichrist the han of Sin.

There will be 144000 Fewrs who will be wimessing among God’s chosen
people- the Jews. They will go info the wildermess areas where those peopls will
fiee for safety. The populstion of the earth will probably be smaller at that fme,
due o devastation upon the earth, and mamy aress will become uninhabited.

In addition, there will be many Gentiles converted also during the tribulstion
period. The Lord’s mue followers are not silent If those witesses decide to be
silent, God can use angelic beings to proclaim the Gospel of God's dear Son, as is
picmred in our two [EXE Verses.

Having set the backgroumd for this paszage let’s look at theze two verses in
depth.

There Is A Mezzape to Give

That messaze is an everlasting Gospel. However, many today are changing
the message of the Gospel from bow it was onginslly mtended to be understood.
Today's gospel in many places is a social gospel; not one that is budlt npon the
shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ. What is the social gospel? If is a relizions
mcrvement that arose i the United States in the late nineteenth cenfary with the
zoal of making the Christian churches responsive to social problems, such as
poverty and prostinntion. Leaders of the movement argned that Jesus' message
was a5 mmach abont social reform as about salvation. We should do our part to cure
societies’ ills, tnat the main thing we shonld do is give out the Gospel messaga.

The messzme of this ange] is an everlasting message. It shonld be noted that
the word "angel" literally mesns "messenmer.™ and that it is used at times to refer
fo men a5 in the seven letters in chapters 2 smd 3. The conteect st detenmine
whether the angel iz a man or 3 spirit-being. The dearth barial  amd resurrection of
Jesus Christ as a message will never peed revision. It simply stands as it is and it
always will, contimacusky and will not end. As I have written before, gospel means
“mood news.” "o ye thergfore, and teach all naffons, baphizing then in the name
af the Father, and gf the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to obsere
ali things whatzoever I hove commanded you: and, Ia, T am with you ahway, @
umfo the end of the world™ MMarthear 28:19-200. "dnd he said unto them, &o ye
inie all the world, and preach the pospel fo every creature” (Mark 16:15). "But yo
shall neceive power, gfter that the Hely Ghost iz come upown you: and ye shall be
witherses unlo me both in Jeruzalem, and in ail Judaea, and in Samaria, and wnto
the uitermost part gf the earth™ (Acts 1:8). "[Chrizt] whom we preach, warning
avary man, and feaching evary man v all wisdom, thal we may presant Svery) Mah
parfect in Cheist Jesuz " (Col. 1:28)

We must give ont the Gospel to others. I[f we do mot do so, whe will? It is the
azsigmment of God to the chuoch to be wimesses of who He is and what He can
da.

The Message Is For All Nabons

Bev 14:6 “. .. To preach unie them that dwell on the earth, and fo aveery na-
fior, and kingred, and fongue, and people. ™ Everyone oo eanth needs to hear the
message we have o give fo them. It is obvious the Lord has a world view; that is,
He is inferested n all mankind coming to 8 knowledss of the truth. T do not know
how the Lord could have made His desires and intentions clearer knowmm.

Cme of the most outstanding faaturas of the Gospel of Chirist is that it is for
every man The Hible remwinds us that Tesus tasted death for every man (Heb 2:97
The Scriptares also tell us that God so loved the world, meaning that He loves
and cares about all of homanity (Fobm 3:16). Te say Fesns loves some people and
does not love or care about others is a misonderstanding of the Word of God and
the very nature of God. When I was a little boy in church, we used to sing a song
in Sunday School and Bible Schoel that said “Feed and yellow black and white,
they're all precious in His sight, Jesns lowes the Linle children of the world.™

The Message Will Be Declared
As we read verse 7, the content of thiz message delivered doring the inbulation

continued on page 46

Beloved, believe mot every spir, but iry the spirits whether ey are of God:
because many fulse prophers are gone oul inte the world. I Johm 4:1
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Are You Shifting The Blame?
By Shawn Thomas

“The peopie spoke agminst God and Mozes, "TWhy have
you bropght us up our of Egypit fo die in the wildernass? For
there iz no food and o water, and we loathe this mizerable
Jood™ (bhambers 21:-5)

Thunbers 21:4 says the people of Istael “became impatient
becauze of the journey” in the wildemess. But 25 people of-
ten do, they vented their anger in the wrong direction Verss
5 zavs that “The people spoke against (God and Moses, "Why have you brought
us up ouf gf Egypd fo die "7 Why were they blaming “God and MMoses™? The
reazon they were dying in the wildemess was entirely their oom fault. Mombers
14 tefls us that the people refused to enter the Canzan at the direction of the Lord
thronzh Moses, so God sentenced them to die in the wildemness instead of inhetit-
ing the Promised Land (14:35). It was not God's fault they were fioundering and
dying in the wildemess. It was their own
Bur like many of ns today, the people of Israel were looking for someone else to
blame. ft can be hard to own up to our mistakes. so we often Ipok to “shift the
blame™ to sommeone else: our spowse, child, a supervisor, co-worker, 3 classmate
— or even like Israel here. to God Himzelf

Are wou doing this? Are you suffering the consequences of your own disobedi-
ence to (od In some area of your life, bt yon have not been willing to admit &7
Is thera someone you have been angry with — mayvbe even God? — mstead of
sdmitting that vou have brought this upon yourself? If so. you never will make
any proeress before God or man, untl youn first stop tying to shift the blame.

Shawn Thomas is a Southern Baptist pastor for almozt 35 years, I currently zerva
as Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Angieton, Tevaz.
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The Good Shepherd
By Tracey Jessup

“My sheep hear my voice. T kow tham, and they follow ma.
I give them etarnal [jfe, and thay will never perich. No one
will znatch them our gf my hamd, ™ -— John 10:27-28

It iz a fear of every parent who has ever sent a child o
college It is the concemn of swyome who works in higher
educstion. And while safety and security ame a priority for
every campus, unformnstaly, magic events sfill happen. On Toesday evening
in May 2012, it kappened closs to home at the University of Morth Caroling —
Charlptte (UNOC). A leader from Charlotte’s Infervarsity campus minisoy was
speaking at the student-led worship service at Gardner-Webb Undversity that same
night and twe O students came with him. As details related to the shooting
continusad to undold, Meal Payne, asspciate mimdster to the university, as well as
stndents who gathered to worship, prayed ower these new friends from TTHCC on
beahalf of our nearby sister mstitution of higher education.

We later learned that two stadents were killed, including 21-vyear-old Filey
Hewell Police on Wednesday salutsd Howell 2= 3 hero for having the courage to
fight the muroman  Charlotts-Mecklenbarg Chief of Police Eerr Pumey said at 2
news conference, Howell "took the fight to the assailant” and "ok the assailamnt
off his feet." If Howell had not done what be did, Pumey said the assailant "may
not bave besn disanmed  Unformnately, he gave his lifs in the process, but his
sacrifice saved lives ™

Family and friends spoke of Howell as one who always put others before him-
self. His mother told WBC s Today show, "While kids were mnning one way, our
o0 furned and ran toward the shooter. If he was in the room when something like
that was happening, and e had morped aaay, he wouldn't have been able to live
with kimself"

The context for today's paszage inchides the Parable of the Good Shepherd in
which Jesws makes the statement “Tam fhe pood shepherd .. and T lay down sy
Iife for the sheep_._No owneg takes 1f from me, but T lay it down of gy ovwm acoord ™
{Tobm 10:14, 18). The sacrifice of Christ offers eternal lifs to all who believe. We
hear His vaice, we are knowm by Christ, and we follow Him

Then Tesus makes this wonderful promise - “And no one will snaich them ou?
g ey hand ™ (v. 28). Mo greater safety or security is mmaginable for the follower
of Christ. This assurance is reinforced again when Jesus says, " my Fatker
Fuxs given me & greaver than all else, and no one can march it oud gf the Fathar s
P (v 290

Theplopizn Elisabeth Jolmson writes, “The abundant life of which Fesus speaks
is not necessarily abont sbundance in vears. or in wealth, or status, or accomplish-
ments. It is a life that is abundant in the love of God made known in JTesus Christ,
love that owerficrars to others. Tt is eternal life because its source is in God who is

Amidst all the other voices that evoke fear, make demands, or give advice, the
vaice of the good shepherd is 3 voice of promise — a voice that calls us by name
and clamns us a5 God's own” (workingpreacher org 4/17/16).

Prayer: Lord, thank you that in your embrace we find not only safety and secn-
mty, but also comfort, healing, justice, mercy, and peace.

Dr Tracy Jessup servas as wice president for Chriztian Life and Service and
sanior minister fo the Universily. He = a graduate gf Gardner-Webb witha B .4
i Muzic and earmed kiz M. Div. degree ait Sanjford Unnversity s Beeson Divinity
School. He complated hiz Ph D). af the University gff Nebraska-Lincoln. He alzo
feaches in the undergraduate department of religiows studies and enjoys the op-
pormity o serve the local church through inferim partorates, pulpit supply, and
preaching mevival zervices. He and his wife, Teresa, kave two children, Christian
and Anna.
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Men'’s Bible Study

The Importance of Men Studying the Bible

By Steve Gaito
MeDowell County

Diid yon kneowr that almost 9 out of 10 US boussholds oam
a Bibla? In fact, the average household has three This is ac-
cording to o amicle by Lifewsy research on April 25, 2017,
Given the accessibility of the Bible, the question is why more
pecple don't read the Bible. The statistics of how nomch peopls
hawe actally read are as follows.
= 10% have read none of it = 13% only a few sentences = 30% several passages
= 15% at least half of it = 12% almost all of it = 11% all of it = 9% all of it more
than once

According to the arficle. men are even more likely to skip Bible reading than
women. This given the fact that the Bible challenges us to be the leaders of our
farnily. Howr can we be leaders withowt knoaring how we are to lead? The Bible
gives Clear direction om biblical leadership. Churches have done their part in
teaching scripture and in the short time that pastors have, it is 3 great stariing
point. There sppears to be an opporumity for men to come together in an informal
sefting to share what scripture says, what it wants us fo learm and how to apply
it in our lives to make 3 difference in our commmunity. It will be an eovirommens
where men share their snccess and failure to belp and encourage others. The fact
is that none of us is perfect and we can leamn from others. [ have been a member
of the YMCA since I was § years old (I am now 58) and their core values have re-
mained the same over the vears. Spint, Mind and Body serve 23 their core mission
fo zerve the conmmmity. T have spoken with the YWICA and they have agreed that
it is comsistent with their mizsion of Spirit to provide an opportunity for 8 men’s
small group. This small group will be a non-denominational group that wamnts to
look at scripture verse by verss to apphy to our lives and encourage and sappornt
one snother in our conumumity, This small groap is open to both YACA members
and non-members alike. We will meet weekly on Wednesdays from 7-30 to 8:30
am starting January Sth. If vou would like more information or have guestions
please confact either Steve Gaito steved@redrenm.com or Toby Bramblett thram-
bleti@ymoaemc.org . We would love fo answer your questions.

We bope you will consider joining ns and brmg a friend.

Thapks, and Happy MNew Year.

Retirement Resources Management

The Secure Act
By Steve (Faito
McDowell County

The SECURE ACT and what it may mean for your refiremsnt,

It appears that the SECURE ACT will finally be signed into law as part of the
OMMMIBUS Budeet act. The SECURE ACT stands for Setting Up Every Com-
mumity for Retrement Enhancement Act and for the most part it is a good piece
of hiparisan legislation It passed the House 417 to 3 earlier this vear and has
been sitting in the Senate since. This legislaton, if siened into law will have the
most sipnificant chamges in retirement planning i decades. Some key points are
moving the age that yon have fo start taking money out of gualified (TRA, 401(k)
or 403(b}) plans though required mininnon distributions (R from 70 4 to age
72, It will also open the door for annnities to be included in retirement plan op-
tions and pon-spouse bensficiares of Inherited IFA's will not be able to siretch or
delay distmbutions from these plans beyond 10 years.

There are some other small changes, but for the most part, the financial world
appears to embrace this bill. I believe that it will have an fmpact oo people that
have TFLAs that are larger than $ 100,000 and have children or grandchildren that
they planped oo passing this money to ower their lifespan. It also basically elimi-
nates IFA tost plans and they will all have to be rewnitten. With fraditional TRAs
especially larger coes, the key decision will be not when to start taking distribo-
tions, bt how to take your distribations. This will require analysis to see the best
option for vou snd your bensficianies.

There iz another benefit of s legislation and that is due to the lowest tax rates
in our lives, thera is an opportunity to distribute these qualified plans and nlize
gither Foth TR.As or Indexed Universal Life Insurance. Several expers in IRAg
lik= Ed Slott have suggested that this will be the prefermed way to handle both
the changes in tax law and the new legislation. Cne thing is for sure. You need
to analyze your own simation as there are no cookie-cutter plans and depending
ol your unigque simaton your plan will pot be like your frisnds or neighbors. It
is also important to decide what you want o have happen w these accounts after
your death and bow you want to have the money distmbuted.

If you hawve oy questons sbout the pending Laws or IFLA planning please
come and sit with me in 1y office. I provide a complimentary mitis]l meeting snd
we can sep what impact these changes have on you snd your retirement plans.

To schedule your sppointment call nry office (828) 550-0299 or zend me an
email to steve@retirern. com

Steven W Gaito iz a certjfed financial plamner, owner af Faith Bated Heaith Care
and Retiremment Resowrce Managemant, National Speaker on the fapic gf Social
Security apifmization, quoted m national pubiications ke Money Mapazing US
News and World Reports and Fox Busingss. Lover o educate and feach on finan-
cial fapics like tavation gf retirement accownts, long ferm care. healthcare, and
gfficient savings plans for small businesses. Has provided financial planning for
missionaries through the International Mission Board.
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« NOTERIGTE POR BRING A ORRARWALYR .
« ENOTT 6 BR "TLANENIST" 29 LOOR 1N ¥HN JUIORS .
«LRORMDANT POR A BELD AWD DELIDIOUE FLATER -

South Hwy 226

828.765.9151 | ..o e errm tusar

f Rebiremenb

Resource Managemenb

Education, Analysis and Consulting

Steven W Gaito, CFP®

Will the SECURE ACT impact your
retirement savings. | can help!

As McDowell County’s only
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™
| help people pay less taxes on
these plans.

Mention this ad for a free analysis
of your gualified plans. (IRA, 401(k)
or 403(b)).

&8 South Main Street, Suite 200
Marion, NC 28752
(828) 559-0295
Ateve@relirarm.com Swww, retirerm.com

www. brenews. com
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Enm:thlng To Think About -
What Happens When

A Preacher Preaches?
By Diemmizs Love
McDowell County

Ewery now and then yon may hear it sxid that “preaching
is dead” or “the day of preaching is over™ I dom’t balieve
that for one second. There mizht be some dead preaching
ont there, but preaching will never be dead! Did you hear abowut the preacher who
nsed a lot of notes in his sermon? One day be was preaching, and 3 gust of wind
blew throngh the window and out went his notes thronzgh another window, A milk
cow came along and ate the preacher's notes, and she dred up! There may be
some dead and dried up preaching out there, nat the preaching of the Word of God
is pever 3 dead and dry experience. Listen to what the Bible savs happens when
2 preacher preaches. “Buf he that prophesieth for preachas ) speaketh unto men
fo edification and exhorfation and comforr. ” (1 Corinthoans 14:3) Wotice three
words in this verse. (1) Edification. (2} Exhortation. {3) Comfort. God tells us
in this werse what will happen when 3 preacher preaches. Paople ars going to be
ikt up—-Edified People are pomg o be cheered up—Exhorted. People ars mo-
ing to be strengthened np—Comforted. Why wounld anybody want to miss bear-
ing his or her preacher preach in 2020 when God is going to nse the preaching of
His Word to tmild yoa up, to cheer you up and fo sitengthen youup! Dion’t we all
need to be built wp n our most holy faith? Don't we all need to be cheered up in
our daily walk with the Lord? Don't we all need to expernience the overwhehming
comfort and peace of our Lord?

According to the Bible, preaching is far from dead. It is very much alive and
well i our churches. Go tell your preacher to keep on preachine becanse vou
hawe read 1 Connthians 14:3 and yon need to be bailt up, cheered up and strength-
ened up. Isn't it amazing what God can and will do through the preaching of His
Word! Im my opinion that's something to think abaont.

Iy Dewnds Love f5 the Senior Pastor at Glanwoesd Bapsist Church in Marion,
NC. He mand kis wife Ficki have been married for 39 years and they have Bean in
Marion for five years. They ke heo sons and three grandchildren.

Therefore we are buried wirh him by baprism info dearch: thar like as
Christ was ratsed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also shonld walk tn nevwness af life. Romans 6:4

Content to Remain Unchanged

By Dan Cuarollo
Burke Cowunty

Az we bepin another year, nmach emphasis is placed
upon resolutions for the new year. Many “resolutions™
do not 1ast lone, for the excitement soon diminishes ag
the responsibility and challenze mersase. Tragically,
many Christans sesm to make the same resolution
each year. As believers, we nmst resolve to tmaly seek
God-bonoring change and avoid contentment to remain
unchanged.

The Jews prondly clammed to antcipate the coming of the Messiah For nm-
dreds of years, the prophets had told of a day when the long-awatted Messish
would come. Despite all the prophecies within Scripnre and their knowledze of
Scripiure, the relizious leaders of Fudaism magically missed His coming A5 Jesus
confronted them with the truth, their bearts became harder each time.

Omne such exchange is recorded m Mark 12:1-12. Jesus told a parable (an earth-
by story with a heavenly meaning}) in which 3 man planted a3 vineyard and then
sppoimtsd kespers of the vineyard When the master sent 8 servant, the hnshand-
men beat him and sent bim away empty. They did this to many more servants,
even killing some. Evenmally, the master decided to send his son, reasoning that
he would surely be received. Tragically, he was killed as well. Fesus used that
story to illusirate the Scriphoral teaching “The siome which the huslders rejected
iz Bocoma the heod of the corner™ (Psalm 118:22-23). Mark 12:12 confains their
reaciion, “dnd thay seught to lay hold on kim, but feared the people: for they uew
rhat ke had spoken the parable apainst them: and they Igft hine and want their

WMEE'HJ.'!D changzing, these mdividuals chose fo depart. They would rather
leave while being wrong than to admit they are wrong and be cormected.

Tragically, many believers hpar the teaching of the Word of God and are con-
victed by it However, they would rather lsave and comtinne in their lifsstyle than
to admit their wrongdeing and seek forgivenass. They are described as hearers
only in James 1:22-25.

When conwicted by the teaching of the Word of God, do you depart and remain
unchanged? Or do you confess it and forzake it? Are you content to remain um-
changed?

Pastor Dan Qurolle 3 pastor Merganion Bapiizst Church, Check us ouf on our
walsite wrWw morgahfondapiizt net or find wus on Facebook and TouTiibe.

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

-

Best time of the
year to buy a home!

September 1-December 31

(828) 433-8455

1276 Burkemont Ave
Morganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com

www. bremews . com
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All the Sins of Mankind I believe you took the pain of the cross to give me a new life. I ask you to come

info may life and to give me your peace and joy. I confess that T am a sinner - that

By Alan Griffin : s
? Thave pone my ocam way and have done wrone. Plesse forgive me for my sins.
“Truly I say to you, all sins shail be for- 1-__,,- Imyﬂum&;mylﬂdmﬂhﬂ:ﬁmﬂﬁﬂmmﬂlmﬂﬁfﬂpﬂt
given the sons qf men, and whatever blas- 5 '?’1' Help me to follow you and to serve you all my life. Thank you, Lord Jesus, Amen,
phemias they utier, but blasphemes agains! =S, Alan Griffin started the kidsnchrist ministries in Novembar 1997. He has worked
e Hooly Spirn naver o forgiven, fal. I 4} with inner city ks for 21 years. He found o need for specialized Biblical litera-
iz guilty gf an eternal sin” -because they  BF 5‘,, fur thar would reach people of all ages and has bean writing since 2005 The
were saying, “Ha has an unclean spirit” A ministry has expanded their websites to reach around the world, Kidtnehrist com,
Mark 3: 28-30 - millenmiglchristian.com, teensnchrist.com, seniorsnchrist.com, PiCUre-Varse.com,
| mnd zouhworks-smalleroups.com.  We had an outreach of over 13,000,000 people
It is impossible for os to do what is Tast year with 36 000,000 imprezsions. [fvou have any guestion: for Alan you can
right before the eyes of God. We are not capable of completing a single tazk. reach kim at alan@kidsmerist.com

Since the fall of mankind we are cursed with sin. It floays through onr mind and
body Like a sickness. But we are all like an wnclean thing, and ail our rghieous-
mess is like filtiy rags; We all fode like a leqfl and our indguities, 1ike the wind,
have takben wr away. Isaish §4:6 (WNETV) Az if is weiften,; thene is none righfeous_..
becauze all have sinned and come short of the glory of (rod. F.aoonans 3:10.23
(WETV) The righteonsness that comes from God is without fiaw. Tesus Christ
walked this earth completely sinless. He did what the Law could not do bacause
of the weskness of the fiesh so that the righteonsness of the Law conld be fulfillad
in us through Him

There i= no other way to enter the Kingdom of Heaven but to be righteons
before God. How then, with our sin-filled minds and bodies can we justify

o T LT L ‘3"5‘“3"”'":El 0fne e
| Specialists, INC

Dho you see anything getting better? Every single day I see mankind reach a new

loay. T proomdse you that in the end, if it were left up to us, we would totally destroy

this earth and everything in it. Al of uz are like theep have gone astray, each of Excellence in Personalized Ca
uz s morned fo his own way, bt the Lond has caused the imiguaty of wr all to fiall : == T

on Him. Isaish 53:6 (MASB) Job tells us that if he would see himvzelf as parfect, i i .

he would be perverse, and Isaish said, Woe is ma, for I am undone’ Because I Medicaid Covered Services Other Services

am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people with unciean lipz, - In-Home Care for Children & Adults - Private Pay

Jor my @yes have seen the King, the Lord gf Hosts. Isaiah 6:5 (HETV) When we = CAP for Disabled Adulis & Children - Insurance

look upon the Holiness, rightecusness, and perfection of Jesns Christ we then see = CAP Choica = VA Homemaker Service

oursalves a5 we really are, and we confess our depravity. » Pediatric Murse Aids ~ Companion/Sitter
Praize God for His wonderfol gift of eternal life that He gawve us through Jesus = Respite

Christ. God demanded perfecton for a sacrifice to pay the debt of our sins. He

Iiterally placed Himself on the cross because whar God demanded unl}rHecml.:l WIHI ’Hﬂ!-ll bie “lli llwl g all hours wllli‘lwll m’w

provide., “Threngh His fech, He prowvided righteousnezs, holimass, J

amd sanctjfication of our sonls. For the law of the i in Chorist Jesus has gyt S e e ;
ﬂfﬂﬂ'wﬁfﬁmqt;ﬂhnqﬁm and death. Tvlwumhqﬁ: sl o b e Phone (828) 765-4343 » (8606) 765-4340
it waz weak through the fech, God zending His own Son in the lkeness gf siqfld
flesk, on account of sin: He condammed sin in the flesh, that the righteowus reguire-
mant gf the Law might be fulfilled in us who do nof walk according to the flesh but
acconding fo the Spirit” Fomans §:2-5 (WETWV)

In Him: We have bepn redeemed thronzgh His blood and have been forgiven
of our sins according to the riches of His grace. e no longer walk as people that
hawve been condermnmed to death. We live as eternal beings in Christ

In Him: We hawve been made to know the mystery of His will according to His
kind intention which He purposed for us. The mystery of salvation and His church
hawve been revezled to us m these last imes. We no longer mnst wonder what God
has planned for us.

In Him: We hawve a glimpze, an understanding, of the fimes o come. When all
things will be summed np m Christ, in hesven snd on earth.

In Him: We have obtained an inheritance, and we have a purpose for our life
throngzh Him. We are not workers or slaves, bt we have received adoption a5
sons and daghters of God. We are coinheritors with Jesws Christ of all creation.
We are oot yet sure what we will be, but we know when we see Jesus, we will be
like Him.

In Him: After we beard the message of the tmth of the gospel, of our salation, ’
we belisved We were then sealed in Him with the Holy Spint of promise who u
WS ZIved to ns a5 3 pledge of our inhenitance.
In Him: We are enriched in all speech and knowladge through our personal re- I

lationship with Him by the Holy Spirit. We were chosen before the foundasion of

Jackson Hewit

TAX SERVICE

the world was laid that we wonld be boly and blameless. od made Jasus Choris?,

whao bew no zin fo be 5in on our beha(fzo that we might become righteous before I
God. 2 Corinthians 5:21(MASE) He bore our sins in Hiz body on the cross so that a
wia might die to sin and e fo rightecurness; for by Hir wounds we are healed. 1
Peter 2:24(MASE) w I
In Him: Our rightecusness is not derived from the law, but through faith in y |

Christ, we have a righteousness that comes from God based on faith. What we
were unable fo do for onrselves God did for us throngh the sacrifice of His Son.

When through faith we accept the finished work of Jesus Christ we receive the
life His death accomplished, and through Him, we have imputed nighteousness.
We are justified by faith just as if we had pever sinned. When (God looks dowm
&t us, He sees a pure, sinless being becanse the sacrificial bleod of Jesns Christ i

covers us like a blanket. When Jesus died on the cross, we died with Him In Ga-
latians 2:20 Panl tells us, “Thave Been with Chrizt, and if iz no longer Twho lhve
but lives in me, and I now live in the flesh I Irve by faith in the Son off God, whom
and Hirmself up for me.” Galatians 2:(NASE)

As believers, we are dead to sin and we are raised with Him to a new life, a new
creation where all things of the past are zone.

All the sins of mankind have been forgiven. Truily I say fo you, all sins shall
Ine forgiven the sons gf men, and whatever Mazphemies they urter:. Mark 3.28
(HASE) The price has beesn paid. Yoo redemption letter has been pailed upon the
jailbouse door. The door is open, and vou are free to go. Your debt has been paid.
Wouldn®t vou like to take 3 mimite with me and pray? Dear Lord Jesws Christ,
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Bits ‘n Pieces

Regional News

Bapitists on Mizzion - Mission teams are needed to do Vacation Bible School,
Evangelistic Ouwireach, and Construction projects in our pariner states of Alaska,
Vermont, Mame snd Pennsylvaniz. Rission tesms can mske a grest impact in
reaching these commmnities for Christ. Visit our website for foll lists of projects
&t bitps:/haptistsonmission org/hhssion-Projects United-States Tew-England or
contact NC Bapeists on Mission at 919-467-5607 or mabemathyjmnchaptist org

. Deep Impact Eids, Are you looking for a mission opportondity for the children
in your charch? Dieep Impact Kids will be seriing in many conumumities acmoss
the state with hands-on mission projects desizned for 1st-Gth-grade children.
Sign up your church now for a weekend, mini-week or full week 2t one of these
locations: Camp Cale, Bed Springs, Shelby, Mundo Vista, Caswell, or Troett
Baptist Canip. For more information contact Dollie Noa st dnoai@ncbaptist.ong.
Website

hitpoibaptistsonmission org/canips/di-kids

Ombuodsman Frogram - Volunteers needad to advocate, protact the rights of
lomgz-ferm cars residents
Boone WC (hane 26, 2019) — The High-Country Ares Apency on Aring Long-
Term Care Ombndsman Program is calling for volunteers i Avery, Mitchell, and
Yancey Counties. Voluntesr cmbud=men, also known a5 Comooonity Advisory
Commnittes’s (CAC) serve as advocates for residents living in oursing homes and
assisted living facilities.

CAC members are trained, certified woluntesrs who are assigned fo a local
long-term care facility to advocate for residents” rights.

To leam more about becoming a voluntesr combudsman or to request an ap-
plication call Stevie Jobn at (828} 265-5434 Ext. 126 or visit the High-Country
Arez Agency on Aging website at wanw highcomniryaging arg.

Bible Sindy Fellowship - Acrs and Tetters of the Apostles
In The Acts and [etters of the Apostles snudy, we see avidence of God's Unstop-
pable Spirit, the growth of His Unstoppable Church, and the Unstoppable wimess
of His people. Join us for this mcredible stady. Wiomen Begin Thursday,
Sepiember 12 - Bay 7, 2020

Women's Day group meet (7 First Presbyterian Charch, Spruce Pine 10 am-
11:30 am Mitchell Coanty Women's Evening group mest (@ Grassy
Creek Baptist Charch, Sprace Pine 5:45 pm-7:15 pm Mitchell County

Men's Begin Tnesday, September 10, Men meet (@ Higgins Methodist

Church, Bumsville §:55 pm-8:25 pm — YVancey County Confact: Mancy Ball
(843)507-1196 (Day Women) - Angie Woody (828467-3830 (Evening Women)

Buarle County

Burke Connty Chamber Events - Gateway to Wosdworking — Jannary 14,16
& 21, 2020 Location: Western Piedmont Comnmnity College Building I- 1000
Burkemont Avenne, Morganton, MO Time: 5:00 pm —2:00 pm Fea: § 9620,
Want space, equipment, and guidance to create your oam woodworking projects?
Western Piedmont Community College 15 offering an inmoduction to the safest
and best practices for woodshop. This class is & prereguisite class for woodwork-
g open labs. Smdents will build a serving may. Smdents will leamn about the
shop's overall workspace inchading wood storage, rongh ends, equipment in the
machining aregs. 35 well 25 seeing demonstrations of layout, measarement. and
case fitting strategies. Individuals who hawve already taken the Gateway class
previously may work on their own projects. Individosls mwust wear safety glases
and closad-toed shoes.

Catowha River Bapdist Assodation - G3 Discipleship Tool - How do yoa

take a pew Christian and belp them to become a reproducing disciple? That is

& question mary have asked and have had difficulty finding the answer. To help
our lesders train their choarch members to become reproducing disciples we will
irain participatng pastorsleaders for 10 weeks beginning Tamaary 21stat 10 am.
at our CRBA office. We (Chack Campbell and I) will be demonsirating the &3
discipleship tool (The Imperative Life of a Christ Follower) for the purpose of
duplicating it m onr CEBA churches. [ will first be tralmmg pastors and staff and
then will offer to other leaders. If you are interested in being frained in wsing this
wonderful disciplechop tool; meeting weekly for ten weeks and then reproducing
it in others, plezse give ns a call at onr CRBA office.

I-ﬁmican& Relief - e have an exciting mission oppermnity for folks m our
Aszsociztion. There sre many people in the eastem part of our state wiho are stll
recovernng from hurmicane devastation and we are planming to take 3 team of men
and women Febrmary 24-27 to do clean-up and some constmction in Fose Hill,
MC. The cost is 310 per person per might which cowvers all supplies, lodging, and
food. If interested, please call our CRBA office st 825-437-0137 for more infor-
mation and 1o regisier.

VEBS Kick-5Stant Traming - We are excited to bost this year's VBS Kick-5Stan
Traiming which will take place on Monday, Tannary 28th begimming with sup-
per &t § pm Whether your church will be nsing LifeWay or some other VBS
Curricuium for the suonmer of 2020 this training is for you. Stanley hearse of
Monntain View Baptist Church in Hickory will be leadimg our fraining which
will give each participant 3 Eick-5tart on their VBS planning Important topics
will be cowerad such as planning volinteer recruitment, best VBS practices, smnd
effective follow-up. We will be serving a light measl (free of charze) so, please
rsvp by calling our CREBA office 3t 328-437-0137.

Women/Girls hMission Opporimities - The CRBA Women's Minisiry Team
nvites all ladies and girls to come and fellowship while working to serve our
comumnity. On Samurday, Tannary 11th there will be several mission opporum-

ties for you to volunteer at with one of our Barke Comnty local mimistmes. The
projects that are available are at Burke County Habitat for Fhonanity snd BUICH.
Pleasze call the CEBA office at 828-437-0137 to sizn-up or with any questions

Faith Community Church, Connelly Springs - SOUPER. BOWL for HOS-
PICE, Thursdzy, January 30th. 5-7 PM at Hentage Middle School in Valdese. 10
donation to Burke Hospice and Palliamve Care gets you a pottery bowl or mmg
and 3 mesl: soups, =alad dessert, bewverage 100% of the money zoes to Hospice.
Al costs are underwritten by the chmrch and our sponsors, Myra's Restaorant of
“aldpse Thrivent Financial snd Famis Insurance For more information comtact
Fev. Eyle Canerday, B28-400-4508

First Baptist Clhuoch — Valdese - MNC Baptist Singers & Orchesira in Concert,
hMonday, Janusry 13, 2020, at 7:00 pm, 500 Faet Smeet, WW, Valdese, MNC ZEGD0.
mw.]ﬂﬁeﬁ.mhapnss_nrg chorch phone: E2E-874-2266

Great Hope Seventh-Thay Adventist Chmrch — REEVERSING DIABETES
seninar is about 1o begin azain for those who want to reverse their disbetes and
for those who want to prevent disbetes. Proven scisntific methods are shared ina
sroup seting. The seminar bezing Mond=y, Javuary 27 and continnes on Monday
evenings. §:00 pm through MMarch 2. Free admizsion, but seating is limited so
please pre-register to secure your seaf by calling Shamyn at BXE-334-0084 . Great
Haope Seventh-day Adventist Chupch 2907 US Hwy 70 E, Morganton {Direxal,
across from Foothills Thrift Store). You will love feeling healtheer!

Alizsionary Ridze Bapfist Chorch - 20d Annnal SMBC Soup & Chili Cook-Off
— Jammary 25, 2020,

Sat 12 PM - Missionary Fidse Baptst Church - Morganion, Nonh Caroling; Join
us for our 2nd Ammal SMEBC Soup & Chili Cook-0ff oo Satorday, Tanuary 25,
2020, from 12-2 PM =t Missionary Fidze Baptst Chwrch in Morganton, HC!
Admission is 35 af the door Wheo has the best soup or chili? Y100 be the judge!
Your charch can have the oppormumity to W a FEEE RETREAT by enfering

& sonp or chili vt the event! Contact Sara at the camp with vour name church
name and the name of your soup and'or chilif 5

Aorganton Seventh-day Adventist Church Event - The Giving Heart Thrift
Shop is OPEN on Toesdays and Thursdays from 10000 am. - 5:00 pom. Like us on
Facebook at (@thegivingheartthrifishop, The Giving Heart Thrift Shop is 2 mings-
iry of the Morganton Seventh-day Adventist Church

Muosic & Worship Fellowship Meeting — Jaouary 6§, 2020; Mon 6 PM - Abele's
Family Festanrant - Morganbon, Morth Carolins - MMimisters of Music and War-
ship Leaders are invited to join us on Monday, Tamary Sth at § pm. at Abele's In
Morpanton. We will be meeting in the conference room and will enjoy great food
(each person pays for their own)) and helpfol dislopoe. Toin ns for this preat op-
porumity to learn from others and feel free to bring your spouse.

Valdeve Eventy

Movies at the Fock: Wizard of Oz - Jammary 10, 2020, Fr, 7— 10 PAL The 0O1d
Fock School, 400 Main 5: W, Valdese, IC. When a tomado rips through Kansas,
Dwrothy (Fudy Garland) and her dog, Toto, are whisked awsy in their house to

the magical land of Oz They follow the Yellow Brick Foad toward the Emerald
City to meet the Wizard, and i route, they meet 3 Scarecrow (Ray Bolger) that
needs a brain, & Tin Man (Jack Haley) nussing a beart, and a Cowardly Lion (Bert
Lahr) who wants courage. The wizard asks the sroup to bring him the broom of
the Wicked Witch of the West (hargaret Hanulton) to eam his belp. Free admis-
zion Wi cutside concessions allowed Must register online. Phone: 828-872-2129;
Website: hitps-/wanctownofraldese com/'old-rock-school’; Email: moralkers)
civaldese ne s

Sfh Anomal Seuth Mountains Marafhons - Jan 11, 2020 - Jan 12, 20240, - South
hountzins State Park - 3001 5. Mountain Park, Connelly Springs, NC. Back
for the 5th year, South Monntains Marsthons proodses to be a great kick-off to
the new year of mail nmming! If you love great views, beantful waterfalls, and
spme stellar climbs and descents, then you don't want fo miss out! This year the
marathon/S0E and half will be beld on separate days, the marathon/ 30K being
Samrdsy, Jan 11th snd a half Sunday, Jan 12dh Only 150 spots are availsble in
both races! Be sure to bamy and sigmap as this race has sold out 3 years in a row!
If you dare sign up for both for an amazing weskend of phenomenal trail rumn-
ning! Begistation opens Aungmst 1st, 2019 2t 8 am! Cost: 5 65 w0 § 85; Fegista-
tion: wisit ulirasiznop.com

MicDowell County

Cross Mill United Methodist Church - Cross Mill United Methodist Chorch in
Marion is now accepting donations of WEW items for an upooming fimdraising
mction. Proceeds from the anction will go toward mch-needed church buildmg
repairs and our 247 Sharing Food Panimy Ministries. Amy business and'or mdi-
vidual donations would be greatly appreciated Call 828-450-9257, 828-442-3098
or 828-B03-8T780.

AcDowell County IVHHS - Stewards of Children: I.sam How to Prevent. Becsg-
nize, snd Feact Fesponsibly to Child Sexnsl Abuss - McDowell Connty Diept So-
ctal Services. 145 E. Cowrt 5t PO Box 338, Marion, Morth Carolma 28732, Diates
and Times: Janoary 13, 2020 1:00 PA - 3:00 PM, Check in- Tanuary 13, 2020
12:30 PA Barly Fegistration Fee § 30000 Phone: 828-§52-3355. Child secoeal
sbuse is likely the most prevalent health problem children face, with the most se-
rious amray of consequences. In fact, 1 m 10 children will experience sexusl abunsa

www. brenews. com
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before their 18th birtday.

This mpans that whether youn work with youth, ars 3 parent, or sre simply 3
member of 3 commnnity, It is highly likely that someone yon know or care for kas
expenenced, or is cumently expenencing, child sexual sbuse. It's going to happsn
nnless you stop it from happening. The good news is, it can be stopped. Stewards
of Children® nses real people and rezl stores to show you how to protect chdl-
dren. The framework of the training is built off of the fonndstion of The 5 Steps o

inz Children™,

Yo'l meet survivors who lived through child secal abuse, experienced its
immediate and long-term effects, and nidmately were able to find bealing Yo 1l
mest experts who work with children and families and confront abuse daily. hamy
of these survivors and experts are also parents themselves. Stewards of Children/)
is the only evidencs-informed third-party evaluated child sevmeal sbuse prevention
fraining of its kind.

New Community Oofreach Benefits McDowell Families with Children Teens for
Christ BEAE. Clozet

(Baby Eqnipment and Fespuwre Clossi) - Beginning Wednesday, Anzust 15z, 2018
the youth sroup at Cross United Methodist Chorch located at 85 West Cross Strest
in Marion will lsumch a new ouresch minisoy benefinng families with children
The owmreach will be open the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 4:00 to 630
pm. and the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 9200 to 11200 a.m_ For more informarion

or if you are interested in voluntest opporhmities call (B28) B03-8790 or email
TeensforChristBEARcloset/@yahoo.com

Mitchell Connty

Celebrate Recovery - This is a Christ and Biblical Based Program, giving hip
contact Josh Wise(m 385-0061

Alayland Small Business Cenfer

28705 Business Breakfast. 2020 Business Growth Planning (1.5 Hours) HEW!
The 28705 Business Breakfast is a great place to gain valnable local information,
bmnild networking, discuss enfrepreneurship. and prab a light breakfast. Sponsored
by the Mitchell County EDIC, the Town of Bakersvills, the Mitchsll Chamber of
Commerce, and the Mayland Smzll Business Center, the free breakfast workshops
place a focus on providing applicable information snd business networking that
will iink entreprenenrs and spur locs]l growth. Starming Jaouary 9, meetings will
be on the second Thursday of each month throngh Cctober. In this first meeting
of 2020, Allen Cook, Director of the Maylad Small Business Center will discuss
key arezs that affect local business growth. Allen will also be asking for inpat
from stendees oo areas where local bosinesses need belp fm 20200 2020 breakfast
winrkshop topics will be bmlt from your ioput. Networking and the lizht break-
fast will start at 7:30 am with the workshop beginning prompiiy at 8:00 am. The
mestings are ahways Gnished up by 9:30 am. Everyons is welcome at the business
breakfast so make plans to attend

19, TH 3:00-2-30am Fee Waived Instractor: Cook  Mrtchell
County Adminisiration Building, Bakersville 828 765 1205

Top 25 FREE Apps for Small Bosinesses (2 Hours) WEW! Save fime_ incragse
mobility and srow productivity with these 25 businesz-related apps for your rshlet
or smariphone. SBEC Dhirector, Allen Cook, will prowvide insight and festures of
each app as it relates to specific business tasks. This is 3 great workshop for those
whao like to condact business via their smarphone. 1718, TH, 1:30-3:30 pm.
Fee Waived Instructor: Cook  Awvery 828 766.1205

MAYT AND 5BC ENTREPREWEURSHIP CERTIFICATE:

Artend one class or all six! In this series, leam bow to be a successfial enrepra-
neur. SBC businsss professionals and poest presenters will incresse your business
savvy by providine current and applicable information. Upon completion of all
six classes, participants will receive A certificate from the Mayland Small Busi-
ness Center which s 3 preat dooumnent to mchade in g usiess plan. Conpletion
of the Mayland Small Business Center Entrepreneurship Certificate is a require-
ment to apply for Doesmiovwn Entrepreneurial Assistance Grants in Sproce Pine
and Burmsville.

CLASS ONE: How to Start & Finance 8 Small Business (2.5 Hiours) - This semi-
nar will cover key strategies for business star-up and financing. Smdents will gzin
information about business stractares, potential legal issues, hcensing, zoning,
and operations. Learn the importance of a salf-zzsessment and how to evaluate
the feasihility of youor business idea Discover resources available to help start,
fimance. and successfolly operate your bosiness. 128 T, 1:30-4:00pm Fee
Waived Instructor: Cook  Yancey 828.766.1295

CLASS TWO: Herar to Wirite a Business Plan (25 Hours) - A business plan i vital
fo starting and operanng a bosiness. Lesm how to furm ideas into 8 solid plan for
fmancing and long-ferm success. This senunar teaches the impontant components
of a business plan and helps Loy the foundation for a fonctional plan. Discover
how a tusiness plan is nsed by potentizl lenders, the dos and dom’ts of writing 2
plan, and steps for making the process easy. Pamicipants will be ziven templates
for building an effectve business plan.
130, TH, 1:30-4:00 pm. Fee Waived
B23.766.1295

CLASS THREE: Basics of Bookkeeping (25 Hours) - This class will discuss
common bookkeepine rmethods nsed for small bosinesses @2 well as popuolar
onlme bookkeeping platforms. Attendess will gain a worksble knowledze of how
to properly record and archive transactions. The seminar will also discnss how
fmvancial statements factor into small business bookkeeping:. 24, T, 1:30-42:00
pm.

Instmacior: Cook Yanoey

Fae Waived Instractor: Hanmmering  Yamcey 828 766 1205

CLASS FOUR: Your Small Business Taxes (2.5 Hours)- Amtendess will becmme
familiar with the conumon local, state, and Federal tax requirements typical to
Ipcal small businesses. The seminar will also discuss fax planning and sitategy for
enmeprensrs. The class will be tanght by a CBA. 26, TH, 1-30-4:00 pum.

Fee Waived Insmuctor: Hanmmering  Yancey B28. 7661295

CLASS FIVE: Finding Your Customers (2.5 Hours) - This class will fioous on
growing and retzining costomers. The presentation will discwss the typical cus-
tomer in the area and bow o build a costomer profile 1o afract new Customers.
In addition, sttendees will explore a variety of market research tools that provide
crifical mformation abount the competition, mdwsitry, and costomers. 11 T,
130400 pm.  Fes Waived Insmmuctor: Dinom-Diickson  Yancey
828 Ta5.1205

CLASS 513 Marketing your Business (2.5 Hours) - This class will discuss com-
mon markefng practices for local entrepreneurs. Discover how to most effectively
and efficiently nse the many marketing tools avzilable. Gaim msights to under-
stand and reach your customer, analyze your indusity and business enviromment
and differentiate berween branding, advertising, and grassroots marketing tech-
migues. Explore the components of an effectve marketing plan in this compreben-
5ive SEmqnar.

2113, TH, 1:30-4:00 pm. Fee Waived
B28.Ta6.1205

Instmactor: Brossman Yancey

The MNational Day of Prayer - The Mational Dy of Prayer for 2020 will be hald
on the first Thursday of May, the Tth, 2020, Plesse watch for npdates through the
upcoming moaths, Call 232-248-2139 if yon are interested in praving for this
Maticmal Diay of Prayer, “for such 2 mme a this”.

Tipton Hill Commmmity Foundston (Tipton Hill) — Couniry Breakfast, the first
Saturday each month. 7:30 — 10:30 am, at the obd Methodist Chuarch, across from
JTermy's Store. Come join uws for homemade ssusage, scrambled eges, gravy, jellies,
juice, and coffee. Eat-in or take-out, all fimds support the Tipton Hill Compmmity
Foundstion.

Western Caroling Church CriefShare Aimistry - meets on Thursday’s at 6:00
P at 31 Cross Street Suite 289, Sproce Pine, WC in Mitchel]l Connty

Facilitztor: Carolyn Diotts. For more information call chuoch office 828-765-4633
or cell E2E-467-1433. The 2020 Spring cycle will begm in March d=tes to be an-
nounced.

Ta¥a Village - We are armouncing the Opening of Ya¥a Village Conumercial-
Share Kiwchen!

We've realized there's a gap that needs to be filled between the production of
kpcal fiood and their consumption. That's why we started Ya'¥a Village Commer-
cial Shared-LTse Eitchen so that we could provide a certified area at a reasonable
cost for locals trying to sell their products. This way we stove to belp compmanity
enfreprensurs with their part-time busmess.

So, if you have 3 product you want to market snd sell (ke jams jellies, baked
goods, efc) orif you need 3 commercial kitchen for catering having 2 privats
Pop Up dinner, bosting a class or whatever you're imagining, we hope our Shared
Use Kitchen can provide you with a solation.

Come wisit our space, Zat an application and ket us talk to see what is that you
have in mind'

We are also serving hinch on Teesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 pm to 2:00
il

Yancey Connty

Commmunity Viewing Night -Bare Diark Sky Obsemvatory - 66 Enersy Exchanga
Dr, Bumsville, NC

Drate: Samrday, Japary 1 8th and Friday, Famumary 244h and Pridsy, Jannary 31st,
2020; Time: &35 pm to 8225 po; Cost 35 o0 515; Phone: B2E-T65-7351. Emoy
an evemng of stargazimg 25 you've never seen before. Through the 34-inch diam-
gfer Sam Scope, you can see the craters of the moon m detzil, 35 well as Samon’s
tings and the eye of Fopiter. Take part in fiun astrononty trivia and gain a greater
knowiedze of the might sky.

Mo parking is allowed at the observatory. Shattles to and from the Barth to Sky
Park parking lot will be provided. Please armive prooapedy at your designated fime
to the parking lot located by the red gquonset but buildings. To get to the parking
area take a left at the fork in the pravel road.

Diress cormnfortably for nighttine weather, 2 It is sometimes cool in the mom-
tain mir. There are no water fonntaing at the observatory so bringing bottled water
is Tecommended. Closed-toed shoes and a fashlight are also recommendead.

The gbservatory will not be open during inclement westher or on clowdy
umights. In the case of inclement weather, ticket holders are notified 36 hours prior
to the event of any changes.

Feed-A-Child Yancey County - Hizzins fills bags on the second Tuesdsy of each
month. We have been fortonste to have epough vohmteers to fill the bags so far
They are going to confione the program fhis siwmmer through the churches in the
connty that have Wednesday might meals. If wou have aov questons about Feed-
A-Child they can be directed to Bill & Nancy Watkins at 828-675-5367,

warw. brenews com
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Voted Best Breakfast & Salad Bar
inMorganton

1-40 at Exit 105

Come See Us at Our New Location
Across the Street!

Morganton, NC
828-433-5400

- love, safety, and stability. The therapeutic vision of this mission
is to serve the needs of the whole child.

Walnut Grove Church

Fed Light Prayers
By Eurt Bomar
Avary County

Fraik-in wisdom foward them that are withous,
radeennmg the nme. Col 45

When I was voung, I never thousht about how
longz I would Ive. Mow it is increasingly on nyv mind.
JTames was right when he wrote: “WFiy you do nof @ven
Enow what will kappen fomorrow. What i your [jfe? i
Tow are a mist theat appears for a little while and than
vanishar. " (4:14).

Life goes by fast, so we need to make it coumt. How do we do this? We redeem
ihe fime. We need to be creative in indmg ways o make every moment coumnt.

Here's one little tip: red light prayess!

According to the UT5A today the average American will spend siz months of
his life just waiting at red
lighs!

Wionldn't this be a
Ereat fime o pray for
yvour Chuarch your town,
or your loved ones (as
well a5 vour enemiss)?
Think of kow muach
our MNaton neseds your
prayers in these danger-
oS times,

Here's another
thongzht What if you
wrote out that Bible verse
that vou always wanted w memorize and placed it somewhers handy in your car
Thosa 15-43 seconds of idle ime are perfect for a quick glance at thar werse, You

conld have it memoerized in no ime. Think bow guickly vou could baild up a
reservoir of great Soiprure i your heart a5 you add werse after verse.

Big chanpges in your life start with small changes in your habits. Fedoem the
time!

Salah, (tink sbout i)
Eurt Bomur i5 pazior of Falnt Grove Chirch.

X X X

Interested in
finding out more
about foster care?

Join us at our an
information session to
find out more.

December 10th
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Morganton, NC
RSVP to Sara Huffman
704-868-6278
sara.hutfman@7homesdkids.com
www.7homes4dkids.com
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Bear Creek Baptist Church

His Unfailing Presence
By Brure Cannon
Mitchall County

Anather year T enter. I kizfory unknown,

O, how my feat would memble  To fread itx paths alone!
Bt I have heard a whisper, I lnow [ shall be blest;

"My prezence shall go with thee, And I will give thee
rest.”

Whar will the New Fear bring me? I mugy not, muss not
.imm;‘

Wl ot ba love and rapture, Or loneliness and woe?

Hush! Huzh! I hear Hix whisper; I zurely shall be blesr;
"My precence shall po with thee, And Twill give thee rest "
--Unknown Author

Happy Mew Year Everyone! Another year is passing and a new one dawns.
Time skips by so quickly. The bustle and bustle of the holidays laft us wondering
where the time went.

As we enter into this MNew Yesr, [ am so thankful we will not zo it alone. If we
know Christ as our Savior, He promizes to go with us. His grace is always in the
present tense, He is already in our tomorrows 2s nmach as He is o our today, Will
hardships come our way? He will be there to buffer them and to see ns through.
Wil joys ummeasnred come our way? He will be thers to make them even
swester. WLl we need to cry out to Him? He promised He would be there to hear
our prayer. 'Come unto me, all ye thar lnbour and are heay laden, and I will
Envae you rest” (Matthew 11:28)

This Mew Year may offer many challenges, but it also offers so many oppor-
tunities. My prayer is for the Church to experience a genuine revival in 2020,
Somepne once said, “We will never change this world by the cnnicism of it, nor
by the conformity to it, but by the combustion within it of lives ignited by the
Spirit of God.™ I want that power and presence profoundly in my life and Church
and wish that for all of us.

A census of the seven to a ten-mile radins around our charches wonld show
that well over half of our neighbors do not go to Church smd most likely, do not
kmow the Lord. That must be the explanation as to why we bave not seen am end,
or decreasa, to the ever-increasing dmgz epidemic in our ares or a lmge reduction
in the other sprial probleme/sing that are steadily manifestmg themselves.

Pray with me that (Fod would send 3 great revival in our cnoches and that
200 wrill be the year we can see, with 20020 vision, the power of God moving in
our midst. Pray that our churches wonld be full of Him and of those seeking the
Lord Pray that our streets wonld be safer and homes meore Christ-like. .. that
2020 wrill be the year that will fmly count for Him,

From my heart to vours, Happy Wew Year!

Rov. Bruce Cannaon currently semnves as the Semior Pastor of Bear Creek Baprisi
Church in Bakerswille. Formerly he served as Director gff Mizsions for the Bladen
Baptist Associanon and har served on the General Board of the Baptizt State Con-
vantion gf North Caroling.

Evangelical Press Association

Survivor Recounts Miracles 0F 9/11

By Hilda Valentine

Powerfal . Gui-wrenching . Redempdtive

When Hilda Valentine accepted ber dream job as Su-
pervizing Case Managar with Ao at Toro World Trade
Center in Angnst 201, she had been raised to “push
throngh" kard simeations. So, she tackled the job's chal-
lenges and, despits her fear of heights, siealed hersalf
daily fior the express ride to the 100th #oor.

Built to withstand high winds, the skyscraper wonld sway as nch as 3 feet
fromn the center, creating headaches and motion sickness in Hilda Yet, she writes,
“With each new challenge, I became more determined to persevere. Lifie was
zood, and all was well.” Geiting to the 100th floor seemed like her maim chal-
lenge.

The Angel in the Stairwell

On September 11, 2001, Hilda was working at her desk by the massive
windows when the first plane hit the Mot Tower at 8:46 am As she and her co-
workers attempied to flee dowm the stairwell, the next plane hit the second tower,
tossing them around viclently. By then she was on the 75th floor just below the
impact point. Vet m the midst of the chaos, God sent an angel to give her clear
directions, pray for soength into ber, and miraculously save her life.

Told with gui-wrenching honesty, the suthor of The Ciher Side of Mothing
spares oo personal details of either her brokenness or of God's great lowve and
zrace. Left with massive and little umderstood injuries, both paychological and
phiysical, and a sense of deep alienstion, Hilda has suffered everyvihing from vie-
lent sustained shork to watching others die to a frishtening out-of-body experi-
ence and endless mental replays of tarror. She lpst ber sense of peace md safety
and her clozeness to her only daghter experienced constant paim and frequoemnt
fiashbacks and feared assanlts from the hijackers’ angry spirits.

She says, “I basically kad two emotions: T was either oyving uncontrollably or
enraged and cursing like a wild person.™

Worst of all, Hilda felt izolated from her chorch community. And it was years
before she leamed she suffered from a penrecognitive disorder and suditory pro-
cessing disorder from the plane’s blast while she was in the staitcase, as well as
passibly a fraumatic bram injury.

Every time Hilda thonght of that day, she wondered, Lord, did you know I was
in the bnilding? Then one day at charch, in her spirt she heard God say, I knew
vioun were there That™s wiy T sent my angel to come and get you.

Today Hilda enjoys life with her family while contimnng to heal She savs,
“You hawe to decide to fight your way hack from ranma to normalcy becanse a
fipht 5t will be. . .. We have to fight the pood fight becanse there ars people who
we have to g0 back and strengthen. We have to declare to them the works of the
Lord. We have to be that gleam of bope and beacon of light so they can survive
the stmaggle also.™

The Orher Side of IMothing is 3 scathingly honest revelation by & broken survi-
vor of a great ragedy and a story of great hope in the mocdness and healing kove
of God.

Survivors of disaster will find Light for their path in thiz book.

LIMNES:
Amaron- The Other Side of Mothing

Hilda M Talentine ix a 21T surmiver who worked m Tower Two on the 100
fioor Her book The Other Side of Nothing chronicies her sumaval story gf that
dimy az wall as her long journey fowards medical, emotional, social, and spiritual
heaimg.

Behind on Payments?
Need Quick Cash?
Any Price Range

Call (828) 412-0822

Email: www.sillmanhomebuyers.com

affordable

HOWUSING PROVIDER®

SILLMAN
HOME
BUYERS

Spruce Pine, NC

ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

www. brenews.com

January 2020 - Blue Eidge Chnistian Mews page 31




YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES

On December 5, 2019, Speaker 14 Pelosi » L; 4
conoumend ot e Hows ety conmiee. U HHoUSE of Representatives NC District 11
will begin drafiing articles of impeachment against
President Dhonald Trumnp. This step conwes following the first impeachment besting held by the Fodiciary Connmittes during the ongoing,
partisan impeschment inguiry of President Donald Tromp. Last week's hearing fesnmred law professors who came with preconceived,
set notions abont the President but had no material facts abowt the comversation held beroreen President Trump and Ukrainian President
Zelencky This process contines to be fonnded on hearzay, opinion, and presumptions withont oy standard of fact. I will confinue to
fight thiz bassless attempt by Howse Demperats o undo the 2016 election.

Fighting for Lower Prescription Drug Costs

I zent 3 letter to the Federal Trade Commizzipn (FT'C) and the Food and Drup Administration (FOAY) abont barriers to market access
for low-cost generic prescription dmgs, which is ope important solution to combat the rising costs of prescription dmags. Under President
Trump, the FDVA kas expedited the approval process for a record-bresking momber of generic and biosimilar pharmacewtical products.
Unfortunately, mamy of these lower-cost altermatives have not made it o the market because of anti-competitve bamiers to market ac-

cess. I am concemed about the soti-competitive practices that are keeping low-cost prescription drugs off the market and [ am working Mk Meadows
oa statutery and regulatory resolntons o address this problem. 0-275-6401
Alore Dental Care in WMNC www meadows house gov

T am glad to apnoumce that the 115, Department of Aprionliare (USDAY unvelled a pew naral development fovesiment plan that,
among other things, will improve access to dental care for Americans in rural areas, incnding Western Morth Carolina. East Carolina
University (ECLT) will be receiving a $500,000 grant through the Distance Learnime and Telemedicine Grant program to fund a statewide
distance leaming rural dental care project. ECT will send semipr dentsl and graduate doctors serving their residency requirsmsents to
study mmd work st siv Commuonity Service-Leaming Centers sround the state. two of which will be in Jackson and Mitchell connties. The
project will semve gver 5 000 residents in Morth Camoling.

Telemadicine is an mportant step forward i the effort to improve kealthoare options for Western Morth Carclinian families. If ex-
pands access fo care by allowing patients o communicate with their doctors without having to travel long distances. I applaud President
Trump and USDA Secretary Soonny Perdue for their leadership in promotimg healihy ontcomes for mral Americans, and I congramlate
BECU oo this exciting oppornanity. I am grateful for the facolty, staff, and smdents at the ECUT School of Dental Medicine and for their
dedication to serving the people of our state.

Expanding Public Transportation in North Carolina

The Morth Caroling Deparmient of Transportation (JCDOT) has been swarded a 517 million discrefionary grant to improve buses
and tms facilines. This imvesiment is an imporfant oppormanity for our state to expand public transit. With these funds, WCDOT will
be able to replace, rehabilitate, and purchase buses and related equipment, and constroct bus facilities in Western Morth Carolina. T am
grateful for Sacretary of Transportation Elaine Chao’s work fo advance transit opportonities for Americans and mnprove our nation’s
infrasmactare. As 8 member of the Howse Transportation and Infrastruciure Committes T am commifttsd to finding swstainable solntions
to Western North Carolina’s infrasmmactare neads.

Taking Care of Veterans in Eural Areas

I co-sponsored H.E_ 4589, a bipartisan kill to maintain access to healthcare for veterans living in rural areas. This bill suthorizes the
Veteran Affzirs (VA) Grant Program for Transportation of Highly Bural Veterans to make permanent iransportation options to mral veter-
ans in need of medical care Almast a quanter of our nation's veterans, 4.7 million, reside in mral communities, and 58% of mral veterans
are enrolled in the VA healthcare system. This program allocates fumds for mansporting mral veterans to VA Medical Centers and facili-
fies, a5 well as employing new approaches to serve all veterans and their families. After their brave service, Congress mmst ensure they
do not hawve to sacrifice the benefits of naral living in order to receive the highest quality care,

Meenng with Morth Carclinag Coumiy Commissiomers

This wesk, I had the privilege of attending the MNorth Caroling Association of Connty Comrmissioners’ meeting in Washington, DT,
It was an incredible opportunity to hear updstes sbout the work of the Association in Morth Carolina, and T am gratefil for sur Cormmis-
sioners’ dedication to our state.

Congrats to Western Caroling University Marching Band

Congramlations to Westem Caroling University Marching Band for performing in the MMacy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in BNew York
City and representing o state so well
Fighting for the Ratification of the USMCA

I sizned oa to a letter led by Fepresentative Michsel Conaway (TX-11) to urge Speaker Pelosi to stop delaying the passage of the
United States-Mexico-Canada Azreement (USMCA). USMCOCA brngs the more than 25-vesr-old Morth American Free Trade Agreement
(MAFTA) into the 21st century with updated provisions for digital frade, intellectual propenty, financial services, and agrculhare rade.
American voters support Congress passing the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement by a pearly four-to-one marging according to
recent polling data. While Speaker Pelosi and the House Democrats continne to pursue a partisan impeachment inguiry, fanmers, busi-
ness owmers, and mamifactarers are borting. This Apreement will grestly benefit our state. Thousands of Morth Carolinian businesces and
32,000 jobs rely on trade with Mexico and Canada and nearly three-quarters of Worth Carolinian exports to Mexico and Canada come
froom smiall- to mediom-sized basinesses and provide marksts wrorth §10 billion for the state.

Bipartizan Dialogue an the United States-Tsrael Relationship

Last week, I had the privilege to host a briefing alonz with Congressman Max Fose (D-M7Y), Dean Phillips (D-B1), and the or-
gZamization, Our Soldiers Speak (0.5.5.), on "The Israel Defense Forces: An Evoelving Military fior a Changimg Middle East. Sategy.
Alliances. Inclusion " Cur Soldiers Speak is a non-profit organization that brings representatives from the Istaeli Defense Force (IDF)
and other senior Israeli leaders fo the United States to discuss issues that Israel and the IDF face and soategies to ensure the safety of
their people and combat exiremist terromism. 00.5.5. is a great organization and I am proud to have joined them again in highlishting the
importance of the 1.5 -Israeli relationship and on efforts to strengthen this important relationship.

Briefings like this help facilitste bipartizan dialogue sbout the importance of mainmining a srong Unired States-Israel relationship for
bnndreds of congressional staffers, Israeli sewior offices. and leaders. I am proud to be a soong defender of our strongest ally, Istasl, in
Congress.

Historic Employment Mombers

Last month’s U5, employment munbers were remarkable. 266,000 jobs were added in MNowvember Since President Trump's elec-
tion, the economy kas added 7 million jobs. Unemployment decreased to 3_3%, remaining & 50-yvear-low, and minornty unemployviment
retnains &t 3 historic low. Workers are also eaming more: real wage growih owver the past vear for an average full-time worker was more
than 51,000 I applaud the Tnonp Adminisiration’s efforts to ensure that our economy is thoving, and Americans have access 1o oppom-
nity amd work.

ERecent Legislative Action

Robocalls - There were 49 billion robocalls i 2019 alone. I voted in favor of the TEACED Act, which requires service providers fo
fake it upon themselhes to bock robocalls on the network-level that are identified as fake withowt additional costs to the consmmer. It
glzo enhances the ability of the Deparmient of Justice to crack down on these malicions calls. TS, eleconumumications nmast be secure
and not open to abmse or exploitanion.
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NC Chamber Names Presnell As A 2019 Jobs Champion

The MC Chamber recognizes Legislators who exhibit pro-jobs voting records on key bills identified as critical fo preserving and
enhancing a positive climate for business and job creation in Morth Carolins. The Legislators recognized bave voted at least B0 of the
mme for pro-growth policies enhancing our state as a whole.

"The 2019 legislative session saw a number of successes for Morth Caroling's job crestors and commumities, and we are gratefinl for
Bep. Presnall's leadership in promoting pro-growth policies " said Bay Starling. seneral coumsel at the
HNIC Chamber.

Beady for 3 good cop of hot chooplate! Yo can chare this throughowt the Holidays.

Eecipa:

3 cups dry nonfat or whole milk powder {Camaton)

2 cups powderad sugar

1 112 cups cocea powder, Dutch-process or natural unsweetened (Hershey's brand)

Eep. Michele I} Presnall

M- 1 1/2 cups finsly chopped white chocolare or white chocelate chips
1/4 teaspoon sakt
Mix all inpredients in a large bowl or food processor until finely ground. Store in an airtight contsiner 1@ Siqffar the General Az-
for up to 3 months. sembly decorated thiz special
Put 1/3 cup of cocoa mix in 3 nmg and stir in 1 cup of hot milk or water (richer with milk) irea on our fioor in the Legis-
Top with marshmallows, if desired ENIOY lative Qffice Building,

May vou all have 3 blessed christmas and prosperous new year!

Senate Confirms Rlcllanl E. M\ru's to Serve as District Judge for Eastern North Carolina in Historic Vote

Yesterday, the Senate voted to confirm a well-gualified and widely respected legal scholar to serve as 8 TS, Distict Tndze for Eastern Morth Carolina Professor
Rirhard Myers was confirmued by a strong bipartizan vote of 68-21. I was honored to speak on the Semate fioor ahead of his wote to wge my colleagues to sapport his
nomination te the bench

Sen. Bur speaks on the Senate fioor ahead of Professor Myers’ confirmation wote this week.

“The first thing I want my colleagues to know is that Professor Myers embodies a work ethic and dilizence that we deserve in all our judges. As an invmigrant of
Kingston, JTamaica, Professor Myers was the first-generation colleze smadent in his family. He worked his way through underpraduste. his nndergraduate degree atf the
University of Morth Caroling at Wilmington and after college pursued a career in journalism. He worked for the Wilmingion Moming Starand it was his investigative
reporting that gave him the desire to eam his law degree. He graduated Magna Com Lande at the University of Morth Caroliza Law School and began a legal career as
& clerk for Fudge David Sentelle of the DC. Dismict Court of Appeals.

“Second, Professor hdyvers will be a judge who undersiands the value of public service. Having made a career change from pracrcing at a prestizious privare fimm w
coniributing to our naton’s justice system, following the artacks of September 11, 2001, He said that his change in career and I quote him, “was something I felr T conld
do and thet I owed the country that had been really zood to my famdly.' ongquote. . Professor Myers then took a different path of service at the University of Morth Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill instrcting the next generation of laayers to be people in his owm words, and I quote, *do the dght thing, every dav,” imquots

“Tf confinmed. Professor Myers will serve on the Bastern District of Morth Caroling and as Senstor Tillis said will huldcmn'Im‘ilﬁlmingtnn In:lmca[ljr thiz court is
currently meeting in the building that once housed the Wilmington Moming Star— his first job as a reporter. However, when considerimg Professor Myers' story, it seems
fitting that someone with the character, work ethic, and service approach to life will be returning o the boilding nfhjsﬁrstpusr-mliegejubnmﬂngambenfaﬁ!dﬁaj
judge.

“1 have faith in Professor Myer's ability “to do the right thing, every day” in this critically important role and I'm grateful for the oppornity to speak on his behalf to
our colleagues.™

NC Senate District 46

Happy MNew Year! I hope that each of yon expenienced a peaceful and blessed Chrstmas holidsy filled with family, fellowship. and
laughter. As we move forward infe 3 new decads. I am reminded of bow guickly it seems that time passes. If was ten years azo. in ear-
Ly 2010, that Lydia and I decided together that I wounld seek to represent the people of Burke and Caldwell counties in the NC Senate.
At that time. Sen Jim Jaoomin was retining from the Senate due to his wife's increasing bealth issnes. (She has since passed away and
Sen. Jacnmim remnarmeed in 2006.) After a successful election in Movember 2010, Lydia and I and our three young dsughters embarked
on a new and unfamiliar ife journey. Being in the Senate required mee to travel to Faleigh ahmost every wesk of the vear, mostly for
3 days at a fime. We weren't used to being separated or raveling separately (not since oy time in the Anny), but we adjusted, and
decided that Lydia and the mirls woald visit in Faleigh as often as possible. Since we were bomeschooling our dsughters, it gave us
the flexihility to bring them to Faleizh during some weeks, and not fall behind in their smdies. As I'was learning what it means o be
3 Tepresentative to Oy constiments, getting to visit Raleigh zave our children a greater knowledze of howr state government works.
Sen. Warren Danisl Since the cost of living in Faleigh was higher than in our mral area, one thing that was an adjustment was going back to living with a

- roommate, a5 I hadn't done that since I was an Ammoy 2nd Liewtenant. Formnately for me, I soon realized that one of moy new fellow
senators was Dan Soncek, 3 West Pomt classmate. and in January 2011 we decided to rent an apariment together. Cn many occasions

919-715-7823 since then I have joked with family and friends thet, "I mever thonght I'd hawve to go back to iving with a roomumate agmn but T fzored
if I did, it would be O living with a formper West Point cadet.” The rest, as they say, is history. Sen. Souczk and I roomed together
for several years, and he has since retired from political ife. As T lock back on the past nine years, I am thankfinl for all the womderfiol
people that I have had the oppornity o meet and work with in Faleigh, both in the House and Senate and sl actoss sfate govermment.
Even more rewarding has been the oppornumity during those years to serve (at different times) the people of Avery, Burke, Caldwell,
and Cleveland counties, and to work with the local elected leaders of those counties and their municipalities. Char children are grown
mow (how tone flies!), so they are no longer fraveling o Raleiph with us. Bat as 2020 begins, nshermg in 3 pew decade, Lydia and I
truly consider it an honor to work with you and for you as we all sirive to Improve our comoninities. Tt is our bope that the coming
years will bring renewed fHendships, cooperaton and bipartsanship across all levels of our local, state and federal governments as we
deal with pew challenges and oppornmities that are sure fo come.

I leawe wou with these verses from the Book of Jeremiah to start cut the new vear: "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosper yon and not to harm yoo, plans to give you bope snd 3 fotore. Then you will call on me and come and pray to
me and Iwill listen to vonr You will seek me snd find me when youn seek me with all your heart " (Ter. 20:11-13%. I hope that God will
bless your plans in 2020,
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ﬁnd's View of a New Year

By Jobhn McCoury
Roan Mountain, Tennasses

The thamg that hath been, it is that which shail be; and that which
iz done iz that which shall be done: and there Iz wo new thing under
the sum. Eoclesiastes 1:9

Feal Living Solomon is not suzgestng that working or eating
is wronz. Many people enjoy doing both. But if life consists of only woerking and
eating, then we are being controlled by our appetites, and that almost pots us on the
same level a5 animals. As far as namre is concemed, self-preservation may be the
first law of kife. Buat we who are made in the image of God must live for sommething
higher (John 12:20-28). In the new creaton (2 Cor 5:17) self-preservation may well
be the first Low of death (lark 8:34-38). Is Solomon telling ns thar we shouldn't
dream great dresms or have a burming ambiton te accomplish something m Hfs?
Of course not, that we most take care that our ambition is motivated by the slory of
Grpd and not the praise from peopls. We nmst Want to serve others and not promote
ourselves if we think our schievements will automatically bring satisfaction we
are wrong. Tme sytsfacton comes doing the will of God from the heart (Eph 6:6)
“My frod, ™" said Jesns™ i fo do the will of Hoim who sent Me and to finizh Hiz work”
(John 4:347.

A peyy year! 2020 Before the vear 2000, I red to imagine how things wonld
be twenty years later. Twenfy vears have passed simce then. Much has changed, but
God remains. How does God regard a new year? To us, the net twelve months lie
clondy by the limitations of oor bumamity. To God, the: fisiare is as clear as the past
and present. We begin a vear knowing there will be an end 1o it if dme contimaes.
But we cannot see what lies between the beginning and the end We came o the end
of a year yesterday. Today we put up new calendars to track the present and to plan
the future. But do we mest all the appointments we mark on a calendar? If a day is
ummarked on a calendsr does that prevent anythine sionificant from happening on
that day? What is the solufion to suwch meertainty? The God who knows, no new
year nnderstands our thonzhs “gfar off” (Psaln 1322} The new year, though un-
kncam before us, is like an open book before Him Drecember 31, 2019 dossn’t mean
anymore to Him than Famaary 1, 2020, God’s eternal view is an infinite perspective.
His providence works withot regard to time. The life that God zives may only last
for a wery short time. However, that lfe has fulfilled its purpose just as well as a
sainf who lives o be a hundred years obd.

A= you Ty to see what the new year will hold, don’t look too hard. Lock at the
fare of God who sees both yvou and the funwe that wou can't perceive. Then followar
His infinitely wise direction toward etemnity with Him ook not for new things in
the new vear; rather sesk for the Ancient of Diayvs, whoe holds the newr year.

Joim McCoury is pastor of Evergreen churck in Boan Mmovmn, Tenmessee and
alza chapiam at Roan Highlands Nursing Canter

“Power to Fight our Battles”
By Christy Young
Mitchell County

I think we all can sgree that we're in a battle in this world.
We may not always see it. and ofien times forget that we are in
the bartle but will qguickly be reminded thar it's thers. If you
are 4 believer, Satan is constandy on yvour back. He finds zreat
pleasure in flling our minds with discouragement and defeat Bringing fear, stress,
and hardiship to our lives. 1 can attest that I personally desl with these things often.
The stromger ny desire to serve God, the more [ realize the evidence of the evil
forces of Satan.

Folks, we Hve i spiritual warfare! God renninds us in His word o be aware
of Satan’s schemes, to be alert, and to stay close to Him. James 4:7 says, “Submit
yourselves to Grod. Resist the davil, amd e wil] flee from you.” How do we subinit
ourselyves to (God? He aoms us with a sword, His Word, the Bible. In Hiz word,
He instrsces ws to stand againct the enemies’ liss, As we ground ourselves in His
Word we gaim wisdom discermment, snd coarage to fight our barles, Standng
strong and nsing rood judgment during a stonm can often be hard. Sormetimes our
flesh takes control and car actions don't always line up with the word of God. But
e Bible teaches us in 1 Peter 5:8-0, “Be sefftconmolled and alerr. Your enanwy the
divil prowis arownd ke a rogring on leoking for someons fo devour. Resist him,
standimg firm in the faith. " The enemy comes to destroy us, using the things we
hold most dear. He wants us to feel defeated and depleted of our self-worth. Bast
our self-worth is not fonnd in our worldly accomplishment, bt in Jesns alone! We
are His sarvants and placed upon this earth to camry ont His perfect plan. Letus be
reminded that we must seek God’s Troth, asking Him to reveal what is real and not
be blinded by Satan’s lies.

Asg Christian we will be tom dovwn and judged by others. It is easy to follow out
Christ-like behavior when we are on top of the monntain. bot when storms rage our
flesh can sometimes take control. How we react to false sconsations and adwersity
will define our character. In Isaiah, 5417, “No weapon that iz formed aeainst pou
will prosper; and @vary fovgue thal acouses you i rudement yor will conderan.
This is the hevitage qf the servans gf the Lord, and their vindicanion is from Ma,

Pray that God will bring darkness inbo light and His toth will forever be seen.
Prat om the full anwor of God, realizng that we are stronger than aoy force of evil
the presence snd powerful rame of Jesus. He never leaves us o defend oorselves
in darkmess, smd may we all be remindead that He is constantly fighting forus, even
when we cannot see. Bemember Prayer + Gods Word = Power to Fight our Battles.

Chrizty Foung is the Messed wife gf Chriz Toung and prowd merther of Hiviter
and Holden. She is a fe-long rezident af Mitchell County, bookbeepar at Toumg,
Miller & Gillespie, P4, and o member of Bear Creek Bapfizt Church.
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To the world you may be one person,

But to one person you may be the world.
Dr. Seuss
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Become a Hospice Volunteer (828)-765-5677

N
¥~ Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge, Inc.
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YOUR GOVERNMENT PAGES

NC Senate District 47

ate Republicans m the N General Assemblv:

= Woter ID) — continnes Voter ID efforts by setfing up sn approval process for smdent T cards.

Sen_ Ralph Hise D tollege Mepude

In looking ahead to the year before us, it"s worth looking back at 2019 to highlizht some of the legislatve accomplishments of Sen-
= Small Business Health Care Act — provides businesses with more health care options o cover their emplovees.

= Expand Youwth Internship Opporonities — expands opportunities for students to partcipate in rade mdusory infermships.

= Prizon Beform At — commiissions 8 stady of best practices wo implement and help protect our prisen guands.

= Enhance Insuranee Coverage for Public Education Buildings — provides schools better insurance options, saving taxpayers money.
= Testing Peducton Act — Eliminates duplicative M final and requires local districts to reduce local tesiing.

= Comvhat Absentes Ballot Fraud — Strengthens penalties for violating sbsentes ballot laws and requires ID for mail-in ballots.

= Sirengthen Child Sex Abuse Laws — Protects children froon sexmal sbuse and sfrengthens seual assaalt laws.

= Standing Up for Bape Victims Act — Clears backlog of nntested rape kits and establiskes 3 protocol for testing futhure kits.

= Bepeal Tuition Surcharge — Repeals the tuition surcharge on students (usually veterans) who take longer than 4 years to complete

Unformnately, some important legislaton for Worth Carelinians was blocked by Gov. Cooper who vetped bills that wonld have

Holghthse@nclecnet o obed e followine:
913-733-3460 - Ban post-birth abortions
= Bequire sheriffs to cooperate with ICE mistead of tuming criminals logss in communities
= Remove foreipn citizens from voter rolls
= Cut taxes

Last month, I was recognized by two WC organizations for my 2019 legislative record. Civitas Action is a 301(c)(4) non-profit
whose mission is to educate WC woters on policy issues and actions of memnbers of the WC General Assembly. In December, they
teleased their Armnal Freedom Fankings of each state legislator, based oa each menber’s votes on legislaton supporting lirmdted
government, personsl responsibility, free-markets, and civic engagement. With 3 score of §5.7, I ted for second place in the Senate,
behind the top-ranked senator, John Alsxandsr, who scored 209, Civitas Action praded votes specifically related to property rights,

Eovernment fransparency, bealth care, and corporate welfare.

Alsp, in December, I was salected by the NC Chamber as a Fobs Champion in their 2019 issue of How They Voted, which details
lawmakers’ voting records on key bills identified as critical to preserving and enhancing & posidve climate for business and job cre-
ation in Morth Carolina. The NC Chamber's legislative agenda inchuded the following areas: education and talent supply, competitive
busimess climate and infrastructure and growth leadership. by score of 92 was bazed on vy votes on several bills relsted to these

policy areas.

I am pleasad to be recognized for ooy legislative support for the pricrities of both these orpanizations and look fororard in 2020
o continning to suppert lmmited govermment initiatves, pro-growth policies, and keeping our state’s business climate competitive.
Becase I want to confinee my work i these areas and many others, I filed on December 12th as the Republican candidate for the seat

T carrenshy hold for the 47th District of the NC Senate.

As always, please share your thoughts with me on these or other issues related to the state government by emailing me at ralph.

NC House District 86

hisei@ncleg.net or calling me at 819-733-3460.

Morth Carolina Among Mational Leaders in Teacher Pay Raises

Morth Carpling has made significant progress in teacher pay raises over the last several years. This inchides an average 20-percentage
pay raise over the past five vears, which is the third highest in the counfry. Just over the last two years, over Gowvernor Coopsr’s earlier
vetoes of two previous budzess, there was an average 0.9 percent teacher salary increase. Regrettably, Governor Cooper vetoed the
most recent budzet approved by the legislanre last June. If be had sizned that budget, teachers wonld bave gotten yet two Inore years
of raises, with an average 3.9 percent increase for this year and next. Morth Caroling stands strong, despite Govemor Cooper’'s vetpes
of all teacher pay raises. We now rank 29th in the nation in teacher pay, based on most recent data from the teacher’s owm national
organization, the Matonal Educaton Association (WEA). Because of the semies of legislatively approved raises, our national ranking iz
up from the low 40°s just a few years apo. Also, we are now 2nd in the Southeast onby to Georgia which has a higher averags that can
largely be atributed to the economic powerhouse that contimies m the Atlants metropolitan area. Furthermaore, 2017-2018 NEA bench-
mark data shows that Morth Caroling teacher pay fior maximum salary ranges for bachelor's and master’s degrees ranks X nd and 28th in

thie coumtry.

B

Rep. Hugh Blackwell
919.733-5805

These remartkable advancements display consistent anmal progress as the most recent figures are evidence of noftsble srowth from Hugh Blackwell@ncleg net

the previows year which had MNorth Carolina a5 344h in the nation and §th in the Southesst  Furthermore, research from The John Locke
Foundation points cut that data released by the NMEA do=s not account for differences in the cost of living among the different states
where teachers live and work. The lower, more affordabls cost of living in Morth Caroling, coupled with the increases in teacher pay
over the last five years, advanced MNomh Carolina to 20th in the nation for admsted cost-of-lving teacher pay, according to The Locke
Foundation These fizures n totality represent the conumitment of the legislamre to Morth Carolina's education system, and this all de-
spite both the Governor’s multiple veto attempts and baving inherited a teacher pay system a few years ago that was ranked 45th naton-
ally. The legislaure contmes ifs Conumitment a5 A next goalpost to reach 1st in the Souwtheast on teacher pay.

fax: B28.765.4880

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1949

1011 South Sterling Street « Morganton, NC 28655 jamie(@hi
(828) 437-3211 « www.Sossomanfh.com ERES www.highcountrycpa.com

Jamie Miller, CPA 1
Jamie M. Miller, CPA, PLLC

1136 Greenwood Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 | Marion, NG 28752

phone: 828.765.4400

2301 Rutherford

phone: 828 652 6TTT
fax: 828,652 6755
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By Alice Horton
Burke Coungy

Each vear as I prepare for the Christmas season, one
scripture plays on repeat in my head, Fomans 12:2 “Ia
mod coryform fo this world ", DMext, Thank<piving hap-
pens. .. and imrnediately followimg is Black Priday. Yet
again, [ whisper this scripture to myself, “buf be refrans-
Jormed by the renewing af your mands.” It is so difficult to “renew your mind™
with the enticements of ADYS, children's gift requests, and all the material things
we 50 ofien get lost in._.and then Mew Year's happens and we are prone to forget
ZEain to “renew our minds" due o the pressures of WNew Year resolntions of losing
weight and thinking of beach wips and summer vacations.

Dhring the holiday season there are so many things that spring us into ac-
tion, remind us of God’s Love and the idea of what is taly impormant. However,
&s quickly as the season passes, those thonghis of helping siranzers. and poing
ont of your way seems o dissipate and we et caught up in our owmn decires and
deadlines. So, I pose the guestion to nry brothers and sisters in Christ, "how do
we smay on frack thronghout the vear™ Eoclesiastes 3:1-22 shares the fact that
"there iz a seazon for everything under hemen . However, | can never seem to
escape the realization that, ... “WEED™ Enows Mo Season! This then reminds me
of what Fesus savs in John 16:33, “fn this world, yeu will ahways have fronbla.. ™
Why do aoything then, if it is never gomg to change? Why, because of stories like
the followng two that I experienced in oy first week at Burke United Christian
himisimies!

Early in the monih of December, I was blown away by the JOY thar I was able
to share with a young man here at Burke United Christian Minismies. He came
to the window and =aid. “I"m here to check oty mail for the last dme™ L alonz
with many of the staff celebrated with thiz man and praised Geod for this new
developrnent in his life Why so much excitement over mail? Yoo see, clients
that pick up their mail at BUACA are generally homeless and if they ars able ta
stop receiving mail, then it must mean that they have made arangements to ks
up residence in honsing. This acoomplishment is guite the challenze and therefore
anyone that reaches this goal deserves z celebratdon! Later that week, I overhead
& client ask one of cur crisis counselors for a pump. 5o, with nothing to go on bt
8 desire to help, the counselor went to check in the thrift store. Well, as m God's
econonry, sure encugh, there in the BUCH Thrift store was a pump and a miat-
mress. The comnselor approached the men and said, “Ts this what vou were lopking
for™ Then with tears in his eyes the man says, “Yes, now I don’t have fo sleep
on the proumd!"

How would you like to share the Love of Christ, make the act of “GIVING" a
part of ALL of yvour Seasons this year and fo play a role n stories simdlar to these?
Shars these stories, remember your brother and sister in Christ living in poverty,
zet together with your friends and have an office food drve, clean out your closet
and donate if to the store and’or clothing closet. Mo matier what yvou do, don®t
forges that Fesns isn't just the reason for the season, he is the reason for Every-
thing in EVERY Season’ The good news is that yon £an make 3 difference as the
rest of the scripiure in John 16:33, ... but cheer up, I {God) have overcame the
waorld ! AMEHN!

Alice Horton is the Execuiive Direcior of Burke United Christian Ministries. 5he
i1 @ graduate gf Appalachian Siate Universily and has worked in the nonprofit

Jfieid for the lasr 20 years. [fyou are mterested in learning more abowr Burke
Unrted Christian Miniziries or volunteering. Pleate call us ar §28-433-8075%

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church

Habits of the Heart:

A Study of the Spiritual Disciplines -
Meditation

By Dr. Jack B Hodges_ Jr.

Burke County

The call and privilege of the believer is fo worship and
sarve the Lord. And the pathway to following Christ Jesus
in bumble obedience is the pathway of discipline. I shared last month in the inio-
duction to this series of studies that our Lord Tesus Christ came to set us free from
zin and death so that we conld (and would) follow Him and experience a deep,
intimate. snd eternal relationship of faith. Cur Lord desires that we love Him,
fnﬂanﬂmdemandinurd&rt&bﬂmt,:he[ﬂ:ﬁsﬁannmﬂﬂuﬂwthe
pathway of spirimal di

The Psalmist wrnte 1|1F|"5:-.||1:1|143iI 14, “Lat the words gf sy mourh and the medita-
nian gf my heart Be acceptable in Four sighy, O LORDY, my rock and my Redeem-
er " Manmy have suggested that the first step toward a desper relationship with
Christ commes through the spirtesl discipline of “meditsden. ™

Meditstion, a5 3 spiritual discipline, was not foreizn to the writers of the
Scriptures—ifor we see this word used twoughout the Old Testament fo descbs
the ageless practce of an inward discipline of drawing near to God. We read in
Genesis 2483 that “agc wend our fo maditaie in the field i the evening. " David,
the Pzalmist, wrote time-and-time again about his practice of meditating wpon
the Law of God and upon the presence and promdses of God. “When I remembar
TYou on my bed, I meditate on You in the mght waiches ™ he wrote in Psalms 63:6
&nd again in Psalm 119148, “My gves anticipate the night watches, That I may
meditate on Your word, ™ In the inmoduction to the Book of Psalms (1:1-2}, we
are infroduced to the “Blezzed” man " who does mof walk in the counzel of the
wicked, Nor stand in the path gf sinners, Now 5it in the seaf gf scaffers ! But hiz
dhelight i5 in the law af the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. ™

There is so omch noize, busyness, and distractions in the world that we lve
in today. And our adversary, the dewil has seized upon these powerful things to
prevent God's children from diving inte selitade, silence, and meditation. But
God iovites His beloved crestion into a deep, intmate relatonship. He declared
in Psalm 46:10, “Be s6il, and now thar Tam God; Twili be exalted among the
ngfions, Jwill be exalied i the earth. ™ In the NWASV manslaton, this verse reads,
"Coaze {siriving] and krow that T am God, Twill be exalted among the nations, T
will be exvaited tn the earth. ™ It is absolutely clear what God iz commanding ws to
do in order to know Him completely—>Stop! Stop what you are doing! Stop what-
ever yon are fornsed upon! Cease, halt, guit—stop and be quiet before the Lord.
That is what meditztion is abouat. It is the discipline of laving everything down and
becoming quiet and shll for God fo speak to us. What makes it hard? We can’t let
zo! We are too busy and too driven. The demands are foo grest, and the Gme is too
short. But, the inevitable resalt of our failare to stop, be stll, and meditate npon
the Lord is that we will not nor cammot hear God!

Richard Foster points out that in Eastern forms of meditaton, the goal is o
become “detached™ from the world. But Foster argues that Christan meditation

“zoes far beyond the noton of detachment . we nmst go on to the attachment ™ Tn
other words, the believer snd follower of Jesus secks to detach themselves from
the confiusion that is all aroand them so that they meay purswe and surely experi-
enre 3 greater sttachment to God. So, Christizn meditation leads ws to the inner
wholeness neceszary to give ourselves completely, freely, and wholly to Christ.

The spiritesl discipline of meditation calls us to enter into the living pres-
ence of God for ourselves. It is the “front porch,” so fo speak. God mvites ns into
His presence. In order to prepare to be present with Almizhty, etemal God, we
have sone preparation to do. We cleanse our thoughts, detach from the noise and
demands of our swroumdings, lay down our burdens, and open oor hearts and
minds ta receive the Presence of the Eing (Mote: how do yon prepare to invite an
honored puest into your home™). That iz what we do!

Dir Jack B Hodges, Jr iz the Senior Pastor af Pleatant Hill Bapaist Church in
Morsanton, Burke County. He haz semqed ar a paztor, a hibiical coumzelor and a
International AMizzion Board mizzionary

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook
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By Diave Ramsay

Cash Them in and 50 Something Befter
Draar Dhave,

Wy wife snd I are followmg your plan, and recently we
found some old savings bonds that had been given to her
by ber grandfather when she was a kid Do voun think we
shounld go ahead and cash these n before they reach their
final matunity date in 3 few monthsT John

Diear John,

Absplutely! Every one of those savings bonds is accruing interast at the sppro-
prizte rate for the type of bond it is. The problem is every one of those rates stinks.
I hate savings bonds. We'te talking sbowut some very low-interest rates.

Another reason I don't like savings bonds is they're not fnancial insouments

which cause vou to be responsible with them People lose them they forget about
them and then maybe they turn up m 2o old lockbox somewhere dowm the road
after making 3 whopping two of three percent.
Back in the day, they used to be positioned as pamiotc and all that. But who wanits
o finance the smff dus govenument does? We're not supporting World War IT any-
more, you know. Cach them in, and depending on what Baby Step von're on, put it
toward your emergency fumd, your debt snowbsll, refirement, your mortEage—just
be proactive, and do something beter with the money! —Danve

Decisions and Sacrifices
Draar Dhave,

We have two preschool kids, and I'm a stay-at-home mom. My busband brings
home abtout $2,500 a month, and our motigage payment is 31,000 3 month. Fe-
cently, weve had to tap into our savings in order o pay the bills. Should I go back
to workT There are a couple of reputable daycare centers near us, tuat I'm just not
sure if this is the right thimg o do. Tammy

Diear Tamamy,

Being a full-time mom is 8 wonderful thing. And homestly, T can’t blame yon
for wanting to sty home with your children when they're so youns.

The biggect problem I see iz that 40 percent of your bushand’s paycheck is go-
ing toward your mortzage. That's way oo mmach! A house pavment should never
e more than 25 percent of your take-home pay.

I know irying to live on the 51,500 thats lefi is hard, especially with two
babies in the honse. Bat it doesn’t sound like 3 lot of far can be minmmed right
now. One of you might consider taking on & par-fime job mights or weekends for
a while, or he could look into enhancing his education. Either one of these would
belp get your income up. Selling the house is an option, too. But I'm not a fan of
that one except in the most exreme CirCImstances,

Rizht now, I'm viewing this as a math problem with thres components. The
Ccomponents are income. honse payment, and lifestyle. You and vour bushand need
to sit down and have 3 serious heart-to-heart talk about things, Thers will have to
be some sacrifices in order to make things better, but only the two of you mogether
can determine exacthy what's best fior your famiky.

Grod bless you all. —Dave

Who will be liable for the debi?
Drear Dhave,

Wiy parents are getting up there in years, and they aren’t really prepared for
when they pass away. They can't afford life msurance at this point, and they also
hawve a lot of debr. When they die, who will be liable for their debt? Taomi

Desr Tammi,

Any outstanding debt your parents have upon passing will likely go against
their estate. If they kave a positive net worth—mesnmg they camed more than
they owed—there will be money left over after the debis are paid, and this conld
zo toward an inheritance. If they have a negative net worth, which means they
owsad more than they oamed, everything conld be sold off to cover as mnch of the
delbt as possible. Fegardless, you wounld only be held liable for any of their debe if
Yiou WeIe 4 Co-signer on the loans.

I"d also suggest getting their permission to oy burial policies on them. If they
won't agree to this, you might have to save up money for their final expenses
yourself In most areas, 510,000 wo 15,000 is enough to cover basic burial costs
for two people. —Diave

Inwe Ramszey iz CEQ of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored zeven best-zelling

books, inciuding The Towml Mongy Makeover The Dyve Ramsey Show iz heard

by more than 14 million latenars sach weak on 800 radie stetons and multaple

digital plajforms. Follow Dave on the web af daoveramsgy.com and on Twitter af
D aeeRamaa)y

assy Creef:
CI_O'I HING

12451 Hwy 226 5., Spruce Pine (828) 766-7502

www. grassycreekclothing.com

- Q- : Closed Sunday
Hours: 8:30am-5:30pm Mon.- Sat
rs: arm pm Mon Gok

ZAMCHP

Mountain mmmu“w Bakersville Community Health Center

Choose:
Health Partnership will || sakersviite Communiny Medical Clinle Inc.
accept ALL of the new B6 N Minchell Ave.
P e Bakersville, BT 28705
Medicaid insurance (228-688-2104)
plans.
Cela Health Center
Make sure you choose Choase:
Bakersville Community Medical Clinlc Inc,
one of our office 116 Saven Mile Ridge Ad.
locations as your Burnswille, NC 28714

" 3 :
primary care provider (828-675-4116)

(PCP) when you anroll

Spruce Pime Health Center

in your new Chocse:
Medicaid F|3n_ Bakersville Community Medical Clinke Inc.
2b Hospital Dr,
Spruce Fine, NC 28777
e i e e e ) (828-766-7778)
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ACROSS

1 God has ascended
shouts of joy (Ps 47:5)

5 When vou hear of ___ and
revolutions, do not be
fnghtened (Luke 21:9)

9 betwesn us and vou a great
___ has bean fAixed
(Luke 16:26)

14 a white horse whose 15
called Faithful and True
(Rev 19:11)

lé Jesuscred out ima
(Mark 15:34)

18 Even in langhter the heart
mayv___ (Prov 14:13)

19 0 LORD! Deliver ma,
O my God (F=3:7)

W Takeapot andputan
full of manna therein
(Exodus 16:33) KTV

2ltheladran he  am
amow bevond him

(1 Sam 20:386)

22 A chearful heart 1s good
(Provw 17:22)

24 Jacobsetup  mpllar
at the place (1.5)

(Gen 35:14)

26 At omdnight the ety out:
"Here's the bnidegroom
(Matt 25:6)

27 people stood watchimg, and
the mlers even _ af him
(Luke 23:35)

2EBut youarea _ around
me, O LOED (Ps 3:3)

31 To whom will vou ___ me
that we may be compared?

(Isa 46:3)

32 a papyrus basket for hom
and coated itwith  and
pritch (Exod 2:3)

33 Saul __ hom very mach,
and Dawid became one of
bz (1 Sam 16:21)

35 by lus knowledze the
were divided (Prov 3:20)

¥Wlzee  ofanalmond
tree (1.3} (Jer 1:11)

4] iz lasts only a moment,
but his favor lasts a hfetime
(P 30:5)

43 for homself a pallar, which 1s
in the king's
(2 Sam 18:18) (ETV)
HMOLOED.  them mnowr
day, m our tme make them

you have not asked for

(1l King= 3:13)

62 neither hammer nor axe nor
anmy __ of rom

(1 Emg 6:7)

63 all the trees of | that
ware 1n the garden of Gzod
(Ezek 31:9)

63 The carpanter measures with
(14 (I=a 44:13)

66 Sabration 1= found m no one
___, for there 15 no other

name (Acts 4:12)

67 Iputa ___ on vour nose,
SaAIngs ON YOUT 82rs

(Ezek 16:12)

68He  hisflock ikea
shepherd (T=a 40:11)

6% God will meet all yvour
according to his glonous
riches (Phal 4:19)

T0 As the Father has loved |
___ have [ loved vou (2,2)
(John 15:9)

71 The owl wall __ there and

lay eggs (Isa 34:13)

DOWTY

1 Bring me a heifer, a goat
amd __ (13)

(Gen 15:9)

2EBescusme fromthe . do
not let me sink (Ps 69:14)
3 onemuracle and
you are all astomshed (1.3}
{John 7:21)

4 Brethren, poy heart's
and praver to God for Israel
is (Romans 10:1)

6 her maidens walked by
the nver's side (Exodus 2:5)

T has appeal to the Emperor I
decided to send huim to
(Arts 25:25)

B if someone wanis fo __ von
and take your tume
(Mlatt 5:40)

10 the angels __ Lot, saying,
Amnse, take thy wife, and thy
(Gen 19:15) (KTV)

11 and will make the Valley of
____adoor of hope
(Hos 2:15)

12 His face _ like the sun,
and his clothes became as
whate (Matt 17:2)

13 the hollow of s hand, and
____ out heaven with the
span {Isa 40:12) KTV
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34 got three seahs of fine flowr 53 figs, whach are so bad thev
and it and bake some canmot be _ (Ter 24:8)
bread (Gen 18:6) M men  mto the city that
36 they shall come from the day as men steal m
, and from the west (2 Sam 19:3)
(Luke 13:29) 5550 Lot for himself the
37 appeal, request (2 Chr 6:19)  whaols plain of the Jordan
38 Daniel closewpand  the (Gen 13:11)
words of the seroll 56Yatthe IOFD _ tobe
(Dan 12:4) gracions to you (Isa 30:18)
40 a sketch of the altar, with 58 the mscnption that was
___ plams forits wntten: , MENE,
construction (2 Eings 16:10) TEKEL, PAESIN
421 tothose whose sin (Dan 5:25)
does not lead to death 50Tamthe  ; vou are the
{1 John 3:16) branches {John 15:5)
45 and to ____ them with the %0 He makes clouds nse from
towel (Jobn 13:5) the  ofthe earth
47 My eves have seen the Ps 135:T)
of my adversaries (Pz 92:11) 61 thou mayest grve him
50 When thou vowest a vow from the days of adversity
unto God, _ not to pay it (P= 2413 ETV
(Eccles 5:4) KTV &4 when Isaac was old, and lus
52 Do not frust in exfortion or BYes Were (Gen 27:1)

take pride m ___ goods (Ps
62:10)

Solution on page 14

Make sure your

known (Hab 3:2) 15 Twant youto _ the words

46 I mean not that other men be spoken in the past by the 5

__ and ye bundened holy 2 Peter 3:3) d

[lﬂmﬂz%r;}{ﬁm lle;yusnimatemd_wiﬂl surVIvorS O more
48 be better for um to be him after he rose from the -

thrown into the _ witha dead (Acts 10:41) h

mmllstone (Luke 17:2) 23 Herxes who mled over 127 t an surVIve'

49 Eedorlaomer kmg of Elam provinces stretching from

and __ king of Gonm ___to Cush (Esth 1:1)

(zen 14:1) 25 If vou have faith as small as =

51 With boughs inhand, joinin 2 mustard__ (Luke 17:6) Your Friends
(Ps 118:27) __ and sealed with seven ](OT BURLAL
53 and they __ info the land of seals (Rev 5:1) i
Armema (Isa 37:38) KTV 28 we have seenlhas _ inthe T iRars Fra
56 donotletvour  hand east, and are come to

know what your rizht hand worship him (Matt 2-2) Bakersville (828)688-3745

15 doing (Matt 6:3) 29 rabbat (Deut 14:-7) (ETV)

57 the day of the Lord wall 30 their conscience seared with Spruce Pine (828)765-9678

comelike =~ mthe abot (1 Tim4:2)

mpht (1.5) (1 Thess 5:2) 31Isit___ forvoutofloga

58 Twall gmive you what Roman citizen? (Acts 22:25)
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By Diavid Burleson
Burke Coungy

It is difficult to believe that almost half the school year
iz already completed and the Christmss holidays are be-
hind us. The MNew Dimensions’ children have achieved a
great deal of swccess thus far and we anticipate even more
achisvements duning the remainder of the school year
Crur students have improved academically, competed wall
athletically, and participated proudly in 3 varety of other
activities. Most mportantly, we are prond that our children have progressed in
their character developrent and citizenship skills.

It was the repowmed awthor, Charles Dhickens, who once said: “There seems a
magic in the very name of Chrisimas.” I koow that each of us shares Dickens's
sentiments, even more, when we think of the meaning of the holiday season that
we hawe just experienced. The festivities of this wonderful time of year offered
s mEny opportunites to be with those who make our lives special and to reflect
npan OUT DUMETTS i

Charing this magical season, I am most thankfl for the privilepe of seTving as
the Director of the Wew Dimensions School. I am gratefal to the staff membsars
who share their many gifis of encouragement, love, knowledge, and patience
with each stadent every day. Each staff member makes daily contributions to the
academic and personal success of every child,

Druring the entite month of December, Mew Dimensions provided oumerous op-
pormunites for our schoeol family to give back to community organizations that as-
sist those in peed. From food drives o providing Christmas presents, our school
was very imvolved m helping others.

With contimed community support and the dedicated staff of New Dimen-
sione, we will excesd the level of past accomplishiments and experience even
greater srowth in 2020, Cmality schools are witsl to the economic development of
our county. Therefore, our school is dedicated to preparing our children for the
snccessful, productive cifzenry.

I want to thank each individual in our school that works so diligently each day
o provide the best possible education to our smdents. My zratitmde is extended o
each parent who has provided support to his'her child and to the school. We are
very blessed to live in 3 community that conscientiowsly assmmes its respoasibility
o educate children and to provide the pecessary resources for their snoress,

Az we enter 2020, we anticipate the year with excitement; yet, we know much
work 18 vet to be dons. It is imperstive that we contimie to work together a5 8
CommMnity o continme to emphasize the importance of educstion. It is also of
great importance to meet the neads of each student that s in our school

The new year alzo provides the opportumity for new students to enrodl at Mear
Dimensions. Open earcllment begin: on Mondsy, Japuary § and ends on Mon-
day, April § at 4 pom. Applications for the upcoming year will be posted on our
website and will awailable ar the school begioning cn Famnary §. Education night
{including a tour of Wew Dimensions) will be held on Tharsday, March 5 from
530 pom. to 730 pm. A special open house just for rising sooh graders will be
held on Thorsday, February 27 alse from 5:30 pan. to 730 pom.  If these dates are
not comvenient, the staff of Mew Dimenzions will be more than happy to provide
mdividual fours. Just give us a call (828-437-3733) or email us at dbarlesons
ndschonl org to schedule a tour. At the end of the enrollment period, it will be
detenmined if there are more spplications than spaces available for each grade.

If the number of applicants for a particular prade does not exceed the mowher of
available spaces for that prade level all studewts who have applied by the deadline
will be accepted. If the mumber of applicants for & particular grade level exceeds
awvailable spaces for that grade level a lottery system will detenmine admission
eligibility. Smdents who are not offered enrollment will be placed on a waithist
After all spaces for a grade level are filled, the lottery will continne untl all apply-
ing stadents have been assizned a priority munber on the waitlist. The waitlist will
not carry into the next school year

New Dimensions just received some zreat news from the Morth Carolina
Deparment of Public Insouction's Center for Safer Schools. Mew Dimensions
application for fmding under the FY 3018 W School Safety Grant Program was
arcepied The funds, totaling owver 387,000, will go toward school caomera system
and safety aquipment (336,958), 3 School Fesource Officer in Parmership with
the City of Morzanton (333,000) and studsnts-in-crisis services (317,500}, Our
school leoks forward o wilizing these fumds to better serve our students and
staff. The school safety equipment fumds will be nsed for a long-awaited camera
system and special locks for each classroom if needed fior a lockdoem. The funds
for students-in-crisis services will be used to contract with a Caring Altermative
to assist with the physical, mental emofional. and social bhealth needs of students
and families. These funds will provide support to our smdents as they grow and
achieve.

Asz our school contnnes to work with parents and the conumumity o fulfill
the challenge of educating our children please share your ideas and snzgecstions.
Your imput is greatly appreciated snd needed. Together, we can accomplish so
nmch for the young people of our schooal

Bast wishes to vou and yvour family for a wonderfiol new year. With your con-
fmed support, the New Dimpensions Charter Schoo] can and will help each child
achieve all the success and happiness he'she so richly desemes. Together we can
make sure that no child is left behind

Dnvid Burleson 5 the Director of the New Dimemzions Charter School in Burks

IF YOU WANT CHANGE

R Hoilmn

For County Commisioner

Paid for by committee fo elect RL Hoilman.

START SOMETHING NEW

SALES EVENT

- '_jff [l==m

NEW 2018 Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited Sahara 4X4

Turbo Engine, Navigation, 5.4°
Touchscreen, Aufomatic, Heated
Seats & Sieering Wheel, Remate
Start
Original MEPR was $45.975...

Bary NOW for ONLY 536,000

NEW 2018 Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited Sahara 4X4
Professional Lift Kit & Upgradsd
Wheeis and Tires, Turbo Engine,
Seats & Steering

Buy NOW for ONLY $40 000!

NEW 2018 Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited Sport 4X4

2.6 Liter V.5, Auwlomafic, Profes-
sional Lift with Upgraded
Wheels & Tires, Dual Top Group,
Trailer Tow, Alpine Audic
Original MESRP wlipgrades
§46,045
Baury NOW for ONLY 5370001

CHRYSLER - DODGE - JEEP - RAM
44 Worley Road

i Marion, NC 28752
HEPPH New Year! (828) 559-9014
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New Writer

Talk in a Whisper or Scream Louder!
- Addiction to the Big Bottle
and the Little Bottle

By Lawrence Traymar
Jackzomviile Beach, Florida

I mever thought moy personal addicton simzgles may one day
bie of value in belping othars suffering fom addiction 1o the Big Botle, alookeol
and the Litie Botile, pills. I just loved escaping through drinking and as oy drink-
g prosressed, I felt like if kad juss started mining aod T was the third monkey
mnning to get aboard the Ask.

I am pot 2 licensad medical docror or member of the medical commumnity, buaz I
am moT, 35 we 3% in Bostow, “just another guy in the diner,” either whan it comes
to alookel addiction I am a recovening alooholic with twenny-eigis yaars (10,220
days} of contrmons sobdety making me nmiquely gualifed fo offer insight mio
this family wagedy.

Alcahol is a lagal, controlled substance and today one of the mest conuamoen
addictions in America, Alcohel addiction, also koown as alookolism, s marked by
an emodoenal snd physical craving for alcohol and an inabilicy fo stop drinking —
Even When it canses extreme personal or social karm Unforunately, 47% of kMen
and 41%5 of Wornen do not receive the substance abmse meamnen: ey nead from
the Big Botle and or the Litle Botle.

Mot evervone who drinks is an alcoholic, but suyvone whose life is pegatively
mupacted by alcobhol on a consistent basis is usually considered to have a problem
with alophel. Even people who drink only during social activities or culy drink
beer or wina on the weekends are suscepable 1o an slcobol use disorder Alcohel-
t=m iz heraditary and oftentimes referred to as a family disesse

I the exmrarne. those with severe aloohkol depandency may feel they snnply
capmpt start tharr day withont 3 quick, harmless swig or oo of vodka, or finizh
their day without a glass or foar of whiskey, gin or vodka straight or on the rocks.

Alcoholizim has been descrbed not oaly a5 3 disease but as an "allergy’ as well.
Can you Dnagine somepns being allarzic to mits or camain seafood thinking that
just this coxce it will be O to eat them knowing for certain bow violenddy ill, they
will becmne upon consumpiion? This is the insidious, insaee behavier of the af-
Hictad mind of zn alcobolic aed addicr.

Alcobolizm iz 2 progressive dizsease, It is imperanve we remembar our loved
oues and their famelies, thar are slowly losing their addiction bartle with the Big
Bonle and or the Litls Bamls, are sick and suffaring from 3 disezse and not a
simple lack of willpower In an aleoholic's mind there is po such thing 25 one
when it comes to 8 boftls of beer or a glass of wine.

The dizeaze of addicnon is described in Twelve Step literanre a3 being "oun-
oing snd baffing' for a reason. Why?

Alcoholizm s the only disease that tells the person suffering that they really
don't have 3 problam with their alcobol consumpton and if theor fends and fam-
tly meembers wonld just leave them alowe to snnply driok in peace then everything
wionld be fine This is the power of the dewial so often associated with this disease.

What men and women mst do when canght in the vorex of addictiion and
denial iz to reach out and ask for belp. Anyvons reading thiz who is bamaling addic-
tion knows that reaching ot for help is whar logically you should do, but don't or
can't Siurender does not come aasy. An aleoholic and addict will resest to seaking
belp only when their addiction leads them fo hir their “bottom", zllowing them to
becoms ready and willing o fnally give up bame sick and tired of bemg sick and
tred.

Thera are only mwe "bottons” an alcobolic will experence Thess are what a1e
referred to as high botioms and low bomoms. Examiples of ap alcohol addict's low
bottom oftenmnes includs DWT's, diveorce, bankmuptcy, jobe loss, honse amest, and
jail.

Formmately, in ooy case, it was a kizh botten. I remeruber it had spowed earlier
e the day ow Javuwary 2Ind, 1992, It was a cold, winty afiernoon. [was ving
with my wife and children on the onfskires of Boston It was Super Bowl Sunday
and the refnigerator was stocked with besr, planned well in advance for warching
the biz game on felevizion. The life-changing conversation betwesn my wife and
moysalf rook place in our kitchan. T was unaware and not prepared for her ulmma-
ruan of either numediately stopping my divking and geming help or losing my
ruarriage and children. Thar was it. That was my bottom

I proceedad o open the kKitchen refgsrator door, took out the la:t bottle of beer
Tkad and threw tf as kard as T conld into the woods of our backyard. The botile
made a wiclent, smashing sound as it hic and splafered off a pearby wee [ hava
oot had a drop of alcohel since.

If a loved one, famuly member or maybe “just apother uy in the diner” is
stmaggling and losing their bartle with alcobhol (Biz Bonle) or (Linle Bomle) pills,
repamber it 13 not 3 guestion of their willpower or self-control. They are sick and
have z disease. Pray for them of course, let them koow you love them and care
abon? them bur most importantly tell them they are not weak-willad, thar they
have a meatable diseaza and that thers is halp. In order to zat them to realize they
need bhelp and surrander yon must etther talk in 3 whispar or scream londer!

LZawrence (Laurig) Traynor ives i Jacksenvilie Beach, Fiorida — a member of
the recovery communify and voluniears hiz ime frec gf charse in helpng addicts
and @lcoholics, their loved ongs and their familier locare drug and alcohol as-
Dizhanee resonrces, (P04) 553-1600

ﬂaPPH New Year?

Pause. . .and Consider

From Trickles to Waterfalls
By Jan Marop
Avery County

Hikinz alongside babbling brooks or gushing
straams fills me with epargy. T lowe listening 1o
thee water sing as it spills ovar the pathway of
rocks and bouldars.

Whean we last vistted Colorado, we kikad in
Focky MMounfain Mamowal Park, We could hear
water . sometimes oickling like musical piznis-
simo, other omes like a crescendo.

However, when we reacked the waterfall and sat aloazside, it was like a whole
symphony flowing out foan a source whose beginming was soll unknown to us.
And it reminds me of bow God’s Word s [ike that for me.

God is the source of life, power, wisdom, smength peace. and jov. He has no
bazmming or end  And He mvites me and von te it beside Hom and get o know
Him bemar by smdyving and memonzing Scripmra.

AsTlexrn a verss, then another and snpther, it has 8 owowlanvs affacs in my
spul Like the mickling effect of cne whosa thirst is queachad sip by sip, God's
Word seeps into oy soul. Scriprure wermonzzton starmed ot in Sunday schoal
and Vacadon Bible School snd contimmed over the vears.

By learming versas ons by cee, 3 storebouse of refreshonent built within me.
How often certam verses come o mind &t just the right ome. Somenmes I'm
naither searching nor boping for inspiraden. But the Holy Spint witkin me recalls
1o my memory the muths fom the Bible [ need at the momen:.

Through the vears I commimed mere and more Scriprure to memory. I do not
say s boastiully; bot, thankfully. For my memorization 1= far from thae of many.
Thave a fmend who has memorized chapters. But the point is, that God refreshes
s with the living watrer of Hiz Word when we drink from the foomtam of life He
provides,

Wheaa [ sip water throughout the day, [ fael the refreshinent within oy whole
body, God's words are like that. My besr apd oued are contmally refreshed a2
Hi: wisdom and muth permests every crevice.

I Psalin 22 we tead kow the desr pants for the warer brooks. The Psaloust
thew declares that his sonl pants for the living God. He wants his living water
And when the Pealmist feels cast dowmn, he reminds kimself in varse 7, WETW,
"Dlegp calls unte decy af the roise of Tour warerfalls,; all Tour waves and billows
hanve gone over me ™

Lat the commlative effect of leamung God's Word be like a refrashimg waterfall
supplying the wall of vour soul  Selzh

THREE-PART HARMONT

A trig gf warerfaily is not silent
Az she tripled’s cascade over the monnsain,
rocks, and bonlders fo the pool belms,
it iy like hearing q song in three-pars harmony
praising e Creater’s majesa.

“He warers the kills from His npper chambers;
The earth iy vavisfied with the frufs of Four works. ™
Psalm 104: 13

Egn and Jan love residing in the mountainsg of Avery Coungy.  Fistt Jan's new blog
ol paseandronzider ned, Jowrnaing with Jons and Ken't photas af kavneroppho-
ragrapiy.com. bevmperapphoragrapiy.com is currently offtime. Bur Een's photor
cian il be zeen ar Een-marop pixels com,

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

worw brenews_com
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Burke County Public Schools

Students Gifted Desktop
Computers for Home

Ev Jonelle Bobak
Burke County

In parmership with Eramden Insmtots and STEM West, Burke County Poblic
Srhools was ahle to donate 150 deskeop computers to smdewts 8 nins alamentary
schools and two neddle schools. The computers went bome with faniiliss just
e for a keliday surprize.

Darants have been picking up the cotnputers from ther child’s school over
the last few weaks. George Hildebrand Elementary Schools mom Amber Magnd
talked sbhowt what it means for her children Ske said. ©T almost started to ooy, ©
Enow ot is tough for them when they do not bave what they peed for school, so it
mieans & lot. I was pot expecang thes, and this defivdtely shows how the Lord can
SLSWEr prayers.’

Apother George Hildzbrand mor Panla Barrows said her kids didn't know
ghout the computer, just thar they ware 2eming 3 surpriss.

George Hildebrand's srandmother Angelzs Browme said ther compurer will be
the only one they have apd will be nsed for leaming. Broome said “Ir shocked
mie. They have pever had a (desktop) coraputar before. and they knoar it is for
school becanse we have been told thers are many preleaded educational student
Zaines for thean o play. We are very grateful because this is going to balp them ™

Dir. Christie Abamathy, director of Advanced Leaming avd Innovation, worked
with STEM West and Eramdan to bring the compuaters o the district. “Thase
desktop computers are refurbished conyputers thar come preloadsd with academic
Zammes and aoiivites 1o enbance the children's leaming oppormunines &t home
snd help them comnplste research and homeweork assiznments. I reached out m
our principals of the schools raceiving the comyputers and had them handpick the
families for the dowamon.”

The schools with families receiving computers are East Burke and Walter
Johnson middle as well a3 WA Youwg, Bull, Glen Alpins, Georze Hildsbrand,
Direxel, Mountzin View, Fay Childers, Forast Hill, and Hillerest alementary
schonls.

Burke Connty Pablic
Schools Supernrendear D
Larmmy Pumam said, “We want
o thaek all who halped make
this donaton possible, espe-
cially Eramden Instinte and
STEM West. Our smudents are
exposad to anallar technolazy
at schoel through mblets and
laptaps. and many ars axposed
to tzblers and phones at bomea,
bt fo be able to have 3 large
desktop at home apd accass o
all these from Eramdsn have 1o
affer belps make leaming more
equitable for these familiss.”

Eramdsn parmered with
STEM West last vear to belp
maks the donations possible
throngh the nsoworking part-
nerships. Carol Moore, CEO,
and prezident of STEM Wast
said “Thes iz the second year
of the Eramdan parmerzhip.
Last vear we provided 240 compurars in Alexander apd Caldweall countes. We ars
s glad Burke Connty could come oa board this year The zoal is 1o level the play-
ing field for our students to provids egual access fo educational tocls.™

Eramden Instinare 15 3 ponprofit based in Duoham Mordh Careling with a
mussion o bridze the digital divide by providing rechnology tools and maining
Since 2003, Eramden bas refurbizhed apd awarded more than 34,000 coruputers
to smdents and families across Horh Carolma, with over 3,100 awarded m 2018
Eramden iz supported by ao active voluntser corps, with roore than 2000 indi-
viduals donatng more than 13,500 hours of service last vear

BEAR CREEKBAPTIST
(HURCH

Welcomes You to

Celebrate Recovery

Thursday’s at 7:00pm
Hope & Help from
Addiction Through Christ

828-652-4525

McDowell County Farm Bureau
21 Buncombe 5t
Marion, M.C, MC 28752
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Health

Getting Ready For Flu Season
By Miznel Cmz
Tancay Couniy

Flu sezson 1= npon us and everywhere we 2o thare are
the signs np reminding ws to “zat our fu shot”. If vou are
dapending o the fu shot to protect vow, vou better have
A backup plan. Year afier year the CDC comes ouf with a
repont oo the effectveness of the last years' fiu vaccine,
I abways read thesa reports with smmsement and sadness becanse they show the
efacmvensss to ke routnely betwesn 10-60%: effective. This means that 20-20%
of the ome the vaccines don't work because you have a differsnt soain of fla bug
thaw the vaccine works against

This article is ot meeznt 1o be for or agamst vaocines, just reportns the facrs
1o kelp vou through all the fake news out thera, If vou think vaccives are mizhr for
vou, then do it I'm agamest doctors bullying their patents info taking vaccines
azainst their will becaunss the facm just don't back up the affectivenssy. By tha
way, all the debate about whethar the fin vaccinss canse yvou to have the fu, the
vaccines will NOT give won the fu. [ kwow wa all heard abaons st Wilms whe
gt the fu shot and the next day she was sick as dog. .. What happened is that
Avaet Wilms reactad to all the meredients pur into the vaccine lika formaldehyds,
aAlvaminnm, mercary and a bost of others which zra desiznad to actvate the -
nmne svsiem to create the antbodies which eveamally build your inwmmdny, Annt
Wilma got “fiu-1ike” symipioms as a result of her inuoane system reactng o these
ingredients. The problem iz, she soll got sick, call owhat you want, fu or po S,
Appther point of concem iz thar these ingradients are also wosdc o the body,

Lliow, for thosa of us who are into doing all we possibly can to prevent sickness
without the nse of pharmacewticals whanevar possible, hare 15 3 list of spans of my
favorite things to have on hand. Eeep in mind you shonld not wait nnnl vou have
all the symptoms before vou go out and buy these ar the first sige of 2 symoptom i3
thie st time to start.

Echinzcea coanes in lgnid or capsule I prafer liguid, follow directions on the
btonie or 1 dropper in the mouth 3x per dav

Biccidin: A highly concenfrated and effective herbal lgoid. 1-5 drops in the
moch 3% per day

Witamin D3 + K2 Vitamun T s important o many functions in the body in-
cluding fmmanicy. 5000 — 100000 nnits per day

Launricrdin: Made froon the ant-microbizl factors in pure cocomas odl. Follow
diracfions on the bottle.

Sitamimn O Evervone knows sbout vitamun C. take as momch as you can tolerate
throughout the dav in intervals. If you ges loose stools, your tzking too noach.

Argentyn 23, silver hydrosel: Stlver has panural anti-viral snd anti-microbial
properties. This is a professionally formnlated liowid that is safe for cluldren and
adults and will 20T tum yoa blue. 1 fsblespoon 3x per day for sn adult Iralso
cotes in a spray that works great for a sore throat.

There iz certainly 3 host of other herbal combinations you can take so tis is
simiply 2 list of what [ keep arovnd and reconunend o my patents. The shove
recommendaions are oot meant to be medical advice as exact dosages can vary
according ro individual syinproms, age, and weizhs Yow shonld consult your
haalth care practinoner whe is knowledgeable abouwt patral remadies

Cne cauton I Like to give is being aware of the quality of the product. Unfor-
mnataly, the cheaper brands are indead of poor gualicy apd 2 waste of money. I
like to give any new prodocts I recomamend the Iimns test of returnime customers.

s well as trving it rwyself and for nry farwdly, if 2 prodwer works, then pappls will
refurn for more and tell their fiands and family abont it to the point it sells itzalf
Whexn that happens, I know [ have a winner

I bope this information will balp you to have 2 healthy and heppy wintes

God Bless
Dr Miguel Cruz is in pracice along with iz wife of 13 years, Lesia Oz who iz
a ceriified Infeerative Nuirttionist, They own Cruz Life Cenver in Burnzville NC.
D Oruz is a hoensed Chivopracior since 1851, When asbed what he does fora
iiving he explains that he helpz people pet out of pain and feprove thair overail
Realih without the use gff drugs or surgery. Someihing SVeryone Seams o want
bt nobody teems fa know how fo ger there. Dre Cruz accapied Jesus CRreist in
tie sumomer g 137% while in chivopraciic school. He has since dedicated Ris ijfe
towands helping peanle grow i piosical Realif and spirial health.
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Just a Little Talk
s E’JE!{(({;{’ Inspiration winds its way i 1S in 5o mAny WEVS: prayer,
FUMERAL SERVICE & scrpiure, poetry, and ar. Recently I foomd myself lnmuming a
CREMATORY ried and true gospel momber, “hast & Litle Talk with Jesus™ —

vou know the song It's a catchy mne. and thar day T could not
Eet it ot of ooy head

I've heard that the best way o zet 8 song mmstack fom our
mental radio is to acually listen to it, so teat’s exacthy what T
did Behold e power of the Infernet!

As this beloved bymn woumnd its way through nry headphones, something sounded
different. This song, which I've song too many times fo count, made a fresh inpres-
sion. Ooe line n partionlar, pinched me: “Tust a linle talk with Jesos made me wiiobe.”

I listened apain, snd again and again. I lesned back, eyes closed, and vimaalized the
words of the song My brain and my spirit formed their own chors, singing 3 conmec-
tion betwesn the Iyrics to this classic sowthemn hyrom amd Morth Caroling Bapeist Azine
Mimistry's (WCBAM) srovmdbresking One Hope program

One Hope and ire accomparying MCBAN Hops Line exist to serve agme adules
[ suffering from loneliness and social isolaton: folks who are in need of comnmumity and

Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved One. ﬂgtmmtmmmmﬂfﬁﬁmmmmm”mm

Service with Dedicarion & Compassion

dieih
With over 165 years of combined expenence serving Burke, The power of connection is muighry, nd NCBAM is bndzmg this broad gap in the
ik semior adult comumunity by offering a friendly voice to anyone §5+ who needs to hear
?Er:law_bal ar;d Caid]uéell [}nuntrdf?:mllms%ﬂﬂie OWTIETS ani:eztaﬁ T Pl e s
entage Funeral Service and Crematory are commitied to PR T Hlu'm QZNammdgzﬂﬂlm;m:][ i !R'Im,mﬁamm
helping famikes plan a personal and meamingful ceremony that whatever is on their minds. They can mlk with NCBAM Call Center staff or 2 Hope
celebrates life, and beging the much-needed healing process. Line volunteer, pray togesher, and speak sbout their lives. The goal is that callers will

really and traly feel heard BICB AR staff and vohomtesrs will help callers ediscover
their purpese and reinforce thelr copmection fo Christ Ome Hope strives o belp people
fesl whole, the same way Jesus does in that treasured gospel ume.

As children of God, we were created to be connected and in conummity, o be m

Get in Touch company with others. Fesling seen and heard is 2 basic humsan need, something we
Our Team 'ﬂ'f take for gramted af times. Smanphones and conpaters provide the ilhesion of constans
% connection, but they are no replacement for good old-fashioned conversation.
Professionals Are As the One Hope outreach grows, NCBAM will be following in Christ's footsteps
Sggy;fjﬂg By mHﬂP to have lots of “Hirle talks" with azing adults in an effort to make them fesl whols. We

hape YOUT are pant of the conversation.

Business Hours Whitnay Brooks, NBC-HWC, works with indhiduals and groups az an integra-
1507 E. Main 5t. | Phone: (828) 874-0411 Sun- 93 tive heaith coach. She refers to herself as a Healthy Aging Cheerleader. She i
’ Mon -Sun: 9am — 5pm a member qf First Baptist Church in uptown Lexmgton. Whilngy is a mamber qf
Valdese, NC 28690 | Fax: (826) 874-5390 | 7, W Availability | NCBAM ddvisory Team and also serves as an advisor for the ministry 5 Ong
Hope outreach.

36 Chevralet Boulevard » Spruce Pine, NC - i

SALES: 828-T65-4134 -
SERVICE: 828-5%2-2636
WWW.sprucepinechevy.com
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BerryChapel Baptist Chrch

Perseverance
By Steve Williams
Mitchell County

Howdy Folks, Happy New Year,
Here we are starting another Mew Year Many

people are askingz themsabees. “Hew in the world zm T
going fo be able to make it through 20207 We ars liv-
ing in spme pressing times. Even though the soomomy is
oa a good roll right now there are many things that are
nat. Everywilere you look things are crazy, to say the
least. Our government leaders are acting like a tumch of idiots. We have people all
arouand us wio are going through pressing and tuff times i their life. People who
hawe lost their mates asking how does 3 widow or widower go on afier the fowers
wilt and the grass grows over the grave? Others are asking how does a mother go
on after her children grow up and no longer need her” How does a vicim move
beyond the abmse or mjustice withont bemg bitter? How does a patient po on after
the phy=ician bresks the news about the dreaded biopsy? How does a divorcee go
on after 3 divorce? People are getting discouraged and throwing up their hands
and saying, "What's the nse, what do we do?” Well Panl tells the child of God in
Philippians 3:13-14

13 ™ Breitren, I count not mpaelfl fo have apprehended. But this one thing I'do,
Jorpeiting those things which are beking, and reaching forth unto those things
which are bgfore, 14 I prats toward the mark for the prize of the high calling gf
God in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s saying here I don't have all the answers, at I know
that there is one thing that I'm poing to do, and that is I'm going o press on.

Pressing on is a term we mast use 3 lot in our Llives. Life is not always a joy

ride b, life has its tuff troes and mff things we have to face along the way. Great
Christians of our day did not get to where they are today by giving up. You know
come to think abount it, T have never seen a book written on how to quit, I believe
the reason is all of us know how to do thet. Vou say then What 1z the secret? I
don't kmow if vou would call it a secret, it's just a fact of life and that is for a
person to experience victory in their lives. they are poing to have to press on. If
yion want Victory in your fife vou can't give up. Lat me share with you four great
fmaths abowat what victory is oot in the Christians life. 1st Victory is not a once-
for-all, automatic inheritance, but it is a daily process of life. 2nd Victory is not
an emoitional high. Christians de not gain victory by psyching themselves up or
getting in the mood. The reason being we get psyched up and out of the moed oo
easy. 3rd Victory is not a dream reserved for super saints because God intends for
all of us to experience victory i our Christians life 4th Victory does not hap-
pen 0 ws while we passively wait. You must be working toward making victory
& reality in your life. It"s foolish to think wictery is just going to happen But let
me show you quickly what Victory is. Paul tells us there mwst be Action Panl
tells us that he “presses toward” moving forward m life. Wo one can go back in
lifie and change one thing Thats why we nwst keep moving forward. Mext, Paul
tells us that he takes Afm becanse he is pressing toward 3 mark. Hey, when you go
hanting if you expect to get something yon muest take aim and pall the migger. If
o fail to aim and just pall the migger all the tGme. you'll never know where you
are shooting or where it goes. That's what seems o happen in many Christians'
Imves. They seem to be pulling the mrigger but failing to aim their lives in the right
direction. Paul is showing ws that we must be Disciplined. Discipline is one of the
most heated terms of our time it gees right along with patgence, and self-contmol.
Burt just think just how manoy times discipline comes up in the lifs of a victorous
person. Mo runner completes raning without discipline. Mo weight loss program
is suocessinl or mamtamed withount discipline. and no tempiation is overcoms
witheut discipline. Panl showrs us here if we take action and if we tzke aim and we
discipline curselves thar we will be wictoriows. So. to have victory and to experi-
ence victory m our Hves and in 2020 we nmst press on

Words of Wisdom

= Great works are performed not by strength bat by perseverance. Samuel John-
500

= Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get tired of doing the hard work
you've already dona. WA

= Perseverance is the secret of all victories. /A

= Patience and perseverance have a mapical effect before which difficulties dizap-
pear and obstacles vanish — John Quincy Adams

Challenge for the New Year
= Fast Bemember in 2020 you have 12 new chapters in your Life and 366 new
chances o do better and to msake a difference. Happy Leap Year

Steve Williams i the Paztor gf Berry Chape! Baprizt Church in Spruce Ping.
From Your

.
g "P-"Jy Mitchell County PUBLIC
W m Transportation

In the new year give us a call and let us take
You to your destination in or out of the county

688-4175

Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce

Shirley Hise Memorial Scholarship

By Patti Jensen
Mirchell County

The Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce Board of
Dhirectors anmoumees the Shirley Hise MMemorial Scholar-
ship Fund  The hfitchall County Chamber of Commercs
Board of Directors announced at their smmial dinner the
establishment of the Shirley Hise Memorial Scholarship
Fund in memory of lone-time Chamber Director Shirley
Hise. “Shirley was an integral part of the growth of the
Chamber chming ber tenure 25 Director and contoeed ber commitment to educa-
tion and the support of ber commmmity throughoat her lifs,™ szid Patt Jensen,
hitchell Coumiy Chamber Director.

In honor of her undving conumimyent to her conmoumiary, the Mitchell County
Chamber and to education, 3 scholarship finnd has been established to be given to
2 Mirchell Hizh School smdent in the Sprmg of each year Criferia for the scholar-
ship will be established by the Board of Directors in parmership with the family
of Shiriey Hiza

The Chamber iz providing the seed money
to establish the scholarship and announces that
aayvone who would like to support the scholarship
in Shirley’s name is imvited to paricipate. Pledge
cards are available from the Chaniber of Com- H.FF 51'”
merce by calling T65-2033 or vou can Gl ot this FHH.T
form to motify us of your suppornt. -il lm = E

Checks can be made out to the hlitchell Coumty

Chamber of Conunerce with the "Shirley Hise Scholar- .v%_y.

ship" written on the memo line. If vou wonld like to make
your donstion via 8 credit card, please call us to have a
link emailed to von

If von would like to support this scholarship for local ..!'
shdemnts: il

If vou wonld like to support & local student by mak- 4] ; i
ing & pledee 1o the scholarship fimd, please complete this [ R -
form and mail your check to Mitchall Coumity Chamber of
Comumerce PO Box B58 Spruce Pine, BIC 28777 The Mitchell Coumty Chamber is
2 501(c)6 nonprofit corporation.

If vom have questions or would like fo contact us concerning your pledze,
please call the Chamber at 765-0033 or email pjensen@mitchellcountychamber.
OIE.

For more informamnon about the scholarship and to read the content of the
srholarship presentation at the Annnal Charmber Dinner plesse visit bips:\mitch-
ellcomntychamber org/mitchell-coumty-chamber-of-commer: e-announoes-shirley-
hise-memaorizl-scholarship-fund #cid=3 1 88rwid=001.

Thank you for considering the support of this scholarship fund for local Mitch-
all Coumty students.

Panti Jasan is Inferim Director qf the Mitchal]! County Chamber gf Commence.

HaPPH New Year!
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First Baptist Church Nebo

Letting Go, and Running Your Race

By Cody Penland
McDowell County

In the apoztle Paul ks letter fo the body af Chrizt in
Philippi. he said, “Brethren, I count nof myse]f fo have ap-
prehended: but this one thing I do, forpetiing those things
which are behind, and reacking forth unte these things
which are bgfore, I prezs foward the mark for the prize of
the high calling gf God i Chriss Jesuz © (Phil. 3:13-14).

I feel it imperative that we inderstand that this is coming from 2 man who was
metely five years removed from his third and last missionary journey, allowing
Clhrist to use him to save countless munbers of spuls in a plethora of places. He
had witnessad the working of the Holy Spirit through the people at the Day of
Pentecost in Jemsalem. However, there is another piece that is pivotal n capour-
ing the mapnitmde of this statement: Prior to his comversion m 35 AT Panl used
to repulariy persecute Christians. If anybody knew 3 thing or two ahoat letting zo
a#nd nmming the race set bafore us, I can =3y with confidence that Paul certainly
understood what be was saying to the Christians in Philippd.

As 3 History major in college, the concept of forgetting the past can be difficult
to concepialize. As a broken sinmer saved by grace, I have a hard time accepting
that I was gleefully drowning in the world just ten vears ago. We all have made
bad decisions, said the wrong things, responded with amimaosity before taking
tme to pray sbowt a siteation. .. It is clear to me that we all are confronted with a
ounltimde of “linle”—however, major—bartles each day. I find mysalf—as many
Christians do—beimg quite critical on myyself whenever I “slip up™ or act in a way
that is not representative af Christ Tesus living in me. Fepardless Panl's words
siill hold mue fo the Christian today!

Ome could heold the view that without hesitation or thought, Paul immedistely
started doing ministry for Christ af comrersion (read Acts 2 to ses Panl's conver-
sion; incredible). I tend to think that af some point, however, Baul had o have
thonzht oo mumerons oocasions, “why me™ It is with my own sbsohie certamty
that Peter probably wondered why Jesus would ever love him after he denied Him
three fmes (Matt 26:89-75). I tell our teenagers in our student ministry that idols-
iry is the easiest sin to commyit. Make no mistake Christian, when you fiocos on
your past to the pomt that it geis in the way of lefming Cur Savior mold you, move
yvou to glorify His Mame, and boilding His Kingdon—yon have made the past
vour idol. Let me siraplify that; if yoor past comes in front of your relaticmship
with God, vou sre worshipping your past to the point that you are keeping it alive!
Iread a book during mvy time at Montreat College titled “Tearnimg for the Love
of God™ by Derek MMelleby and Donald Opitz. In the process of lhstrating what a
e Chrstian stedent looks like, the authors discuss the many things that stedents
idolize befiore Christ. [ personally had an issue with carng more about getting
goed grades and winning awards on the lacrosse field than I did with my relaton-
ship with Chrizt. I would sxy that fior the majority of the time, I do not believe that
the Christian malicionsly intends to idolize things of the world or the past. . but
that’s exactly what they do; they stll build an idol.

We must leamn from our successes and failares when they happen and be thank-
ful for them There is value in the zood, bad, and the nzly when and immedisteby
sfter they happen  As part of free will, I believe that God allows ns to make
mistakes so that we can learn from them. It is the ssme way with our successes!

I have the wondsrful blessmg of coaching ages: seven to nine bays' baskethall

for the local recreation department. In our very first pame—and nry first pame
EVER coaching—aone of my boys, Greyson, threw up a seventeen-footer with tano
defenders in his face and banked it in. He then d4id a lifile fist pomp and whispered
the word “yes!” o himself The sweetest, most shy litile boy I have ever met,
Michael zot his first point this season vesterday evening, a free throw. Success

is fun! Winning is a blast! Howewer, it cannot be the end-all to life. Brothers and
sisters, if I was coaching to win basketball games and nothing more—if I was
teaching stmdent ministry to look pood on social medis—ihen what am I there for?
If we hask in the glores of yesteryear, how can we continue o progress in our
walk with Christ today?

Pemember Greyzon? He took that shot while we were down twenfy-five points;
just threyr the ball up there n hopes of petting points for our team . He kept play-
ingz with all of his might. with no hesitation from all the nustskes we had made
in the game Femember Michael? He's one of the smallest kids n our leagne but
still tpok his shots, got fouled, and made a free throw. We must confimie to further
God’s Eingdom no matter what and nan that race.

As we enter the new year, my prayver is that you look at the examples of Panl
and these twe voung boys, remembering to keep muoning that race no matter what
you have said, done, or thought God sll chose you and loves you nnconditon-
ally. Christian, keep vour heart open and vour eyes affixed on Him, and He will
move mountains. The prophet Isaiah said, “Remember y@ not the former things,
naithar consider the old Behold, Twill do a mew thing: nwow it shall spring forth;
shall ya not boow 17 Twil] even make a way i the wilderness, and rivers in the
dazers” (Tza. 43:18-19). Amen

T am a Youth Leader at First Baprist Church of Nebo. I have my Bachalor af Sci-
enca in History from Mevsrear Callege (17, and currently attend Frvriand Bap-
fizt Bible College i pursuing a cail to Pastoral Miniziry: I coach boys " baskerball
Jor the MeDowell Coumiy Recreation Daeparimant.

Not by works af riphteousness which we lave dome, bui according fo hiv merey
ke saved ux, by the washing of regeneration, and remevwing of the Holy Ghost;
Ty 35
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Tim's Treasures

The Year of Hindsight
By Tiodhy W Tron
Burke Courty

The =pirit rests guistly within my soul. As T =it bers in
the Solarium on the canpus of Appalachian State Tniver-
sity, the man-made open space in which plants and trees
cTeate 3 comforting atmosphere of relaxaton and respita,
the sound of the water cascading into the pools behind me
mends the weary being within, It has been a difficult year
The late days of December are npon us, and seon, we will
welcome in the new vear.

From those whispering echoes of flowing soeams, the mind is taken back. I
am ransported to a place where the tny rivalers nm down granite walls, evenm-
ally umiting a5 one to create a monstrous cataclysm. which crashes in emupting
vohumes, imto pools below. They eventually pass through a series of bonlders undl
they form gentle pools, which reflect upon the fowermg walls of the mountain-
sides nparty. In miy mind, I am once again at the foot of MMount Col Pis in the Ger-
manesca valley. Above me, the azure blue sky opens over the snow-clad peaks.
Arpund me, the wildfowers bipom i the early summer, peaking their bright,
colorfinl heads above the patches of snow that remain in this ssason of early fune.
In oy recollections, I can see below where [ stand, the calm of the pool that kas
formed into a surface of glass between the torment above and below, allowing the
reflection of my person to be seen. There, in the darkmess of that pool, an elderly
man stares back at me, somepone that appears older than be fesls. The eves peer
o oy soul and my thoughts are nveted back to the here and now, It is as if the
very nafure of creation speaks to all that is within this scene; how nmoch we can
leam by knowingz from whence we came. and i that theme. be thiankfnl for all
that was, .__is, .. and that which will be.

Mot 50 long azo, my own world seemed to be spinning out of contral The
darkness devourad enough of oy life that, at one point, my prayers were simply
for God fo take me home; my besvenly bome. The physical pain of the illness
coupled with the preceding months of torment and anguish had come to a head.
Many of you can relste. Some of yvou may even now be feeling these same pres-
sures. Those of you who hkave suffered from health-related issues, or may stll be
suffering, can surely empathize. There are those times in life that yoa feel like
Just giving up. As someone onoe wrode In a song. “The darkest hour is just before
Iﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ.‘ﬂ."

It is 50 true.

In those quiet, still dark predswn bours, when we are the most slone. it is then
the prince of darkness seeks us ont. Alone we are volnerable. He canses us to fo-
Cus on s, on our shortconumes, on what we are ncapable of doing by ourselves.
This is our fallacy. It is when we are ar our weakest when he tmies to push us to the
point of no retom. We were pever meant to go It alons, for as Fesns told his dis-
ciples, “And I'all pray the Father, and he shall give you another Cowqforter, that
he sy abidhe with you forever™ It is in these darkest hours when thers is nothing
left, we must fall to our knees. We must plead for God to take over, allowing the
Comforter to come within, asking Fesns Christ to come into our lives.

“T must decrease so that He may ircrease, ” wrote JTohn

And Paul, who knew his share of suffering, wonld write, “Thergfore I foke
pleasure in infirmities, i reproaches, In necessifies, In paroecutions, in diztressas
Jor Christ’s zake: for when I am weak, then am I sirong. "

As the Apostie Panl sat in prison, awaiting trisl in Fome he wrote to the
churches and to his disciples, sharing with them the knowledze of the past, and
the hope of the future. “For I am now ready fo be gffered, and the fime gf my
deparfure is ait hand, I have fought a good fight, I have finizhed my course, T have
kapd the faith. Hencgforth, thare iz laid up for me a crown gf rigkieousness, which
the Lord, the rightecuws judee, shall give me af that day and nod fo me only, but
urifa ail them alzo that love his appearing.”-2Tim. 2.7

In a year of hindsight. we have much to leok back upon and be thankful

While we have mmuch to reflect upon, we should also take heart in knowing that
thronzh the mawy frizls and persecntions, we have persevered, surviving e this
dary o sfand as a witness to God’s puidance and protection. “Nof that T speak i
respect of wani: for I have learmed, in whatsoever state I am, therewith fo be con-
femt. J know both how o be abased, and I knenw how to abound: everywhere and in
all things, I am inztructed Both fo be full and fo be hurgry, both to abound and fo
syffer maed. “-Phil 4:12s.

Some may look back and long for, as they say, the good old” days. Lot's wife
did just that, and in the end, became a pillar of salt. Her downdall was ber longing
to requm to the addictons and sin of her fleshly desires from which they kad be-
come sCcustomed to in Sodom. For us to seek o retum from whence we came is
nof part of God's plan. Backsliding, as they call it, shows that we have not gromm
in our faith nor have we released the bondages of mawy of our former lives. When
one has found the beauty of living in Christ, becoming one with the Holy Spirir,
and then falls hack o the ways of the former life, they are as Paul said. “rhe dog
i furned to hiz own vomit ggain; and the sow that war wazhed to her waillowing
in tha ming, ” =0 vile and blasphenious is the act.

Then there are those that like thooe sncient Israelites, with their backs to the
Fed Sea and Pharach’s armay fast approaching, cried to Moses that their plight
was just s easily had been better off if they kad remained in Egypt and remaimed
slaves. They too wanted to refarn to their past, no matter bow bad or toraoas it
had been. Mow, seeing their faith dwindle into cries before their leader, Moses
alons reminded them of their recent revelations of miracles that kiad brought them
to this point, the many plagoes brought upon Pharach. Forcing them to look back
in such a shor-term recolleciion was probably not what they expected fo be the
answer. Yei, in that reflection, there was the puidance. Moses's intention was mesn
fo forns their sttention toward the fiufure, the salvation from desth throneh God’'s
own hand. Az God tumed them to face the barmer that had at one point sesmed to

be their end, the Fed S2a if now be-
came their deliverances. Bemarkahly,
they watched n awe as the mighty
s2a begam fo part, opening a vast
void Even more unbelievable was
the fact that the ocean floor, which
had been submerged under centuries
of water, was now blown dry. This
was of major importance becmise, as
they escaped, they were not bogeed
down in the nmd and mire. Imagine
their mctant witer relief as thev began
to tread upon the sncient seabed and
began to fiee the wrath of Pharaoh;
thms, berinning their long journey to
the land of Canazn, to the promisad
land that God had promised their
forefather Abrabam.

There was =0 mch more ahead
than what was behind. Yet, the Iﬂaﬂlt&ihﬂdtﬂhErEm]ﬂﬂ.Edﬂfwﬁﬂtﬂ!Ej’hﬂd
survived to appreciate what was about to happen so hardened were their hearts.

Each moming when we are hlessed to awaken to a new day, we may face the
life we had not imagined nor desired. Ninesses or simstons beyond our control
may hawve created a circumstance such that we may be forced to accept the “new
nomusl” of simply living day-to-day. Whereby people’s lives will forever be af-
fected by the sickness or demise for which they roest carry until their dying days.
Even these people must know that, as did the Apostle Panl, there is a puopose in
everything Like Paul, ke took comfort in his afflictions as much as be did in the
joys of his ministry. 5o too0, we mmst leam to embrace those earthly challenges.
That which doesn’t kill us will make us stromger, we have offen beard.

Walking around a college campus, it is easy to see those who are so consumed
by their daily toil of study and academic survival that they lose sight of the bless-
ing umte which they have come. For many, to even be accepted info an instinition
of higher leaming is a feat unto itself. Then those who have spent their entire lives
in the classroom have yet to know what the world is abont. Their fofare is beyond
the bindimpes of the books in which they live. Yot the one book that provides
hope bevond its cover is rarely seen; the Bible Pinding mvy own path now in a
place where thers had never before in these recent vears, seemed an even remota
possibility of renurming. has awakened a thankfulness bevond compare. How is it
possible? Bvery day, I seek God’s guidance in showing me my parpose for being
here, a college campus. Each day, there is a subtle nuance that chirps of hope Like
the moming sparows 2t sunTise.

In the coming days, we will bear of the challenges and resohations that come
with a new vear. This next year, 2020, the year of looking back, let us resolve to
erow from our pasts, to regain that lost love of life, and o Snd God in everyihing
we dp. Let us be swengthensd from the knowledge of what we have survived
znd allow that wisdom to bring us closer to seeking each footstep’s direction
from our Heavenly puide. our Lord and Savior. “Rgjoice in the Lord ahvgqyz: and
agaim I say, Rgioice. Lef your moderaion be known unio all men. The Lord is at
hand. Ba cargfil for nothing: It in everything by prayer and supplication with
thamsghnane lef your reguests be made kown wife God. And the peace of God,
which pazseth all understanding, shall beep your hearss and minds through Christ
Josuz, “-Phil 4:4-7

Take time for yourself this year. Find a spot where you can lean back and
breathe in all that you've knowm and all that there is before yoo Listen to the
spunds of a gentle waterfall and be calmed In everything we do, a5 we leam from
our past, let us give thanks to the ope who zave us all that we hawve, for now, and

EVETIIOTE.
Thanks be to God.

Timothy W Trom iives i Collestnilie, NC. with his fomily. He is the former
Director of the Trail of Fairh in Valdeze, where he still volunteers and helps with
fours. He mow feaches Math full ime ar Watquea High School in Boone. He iz

the author gff a mew Chruatian zertes, "Children gf the Light, ' with the firsf book
baing. "Brueche fo Heaven, ™ and kit recent book, baimg the second, "The Light in
the Darkneszs. " He is an acthwe biogger. artizi, and musician. Timothy also kas a
B3EE from UF, and iz a Lay Speaker: He can be reached ar iwiromdine. com

Freedom Life Enterprises:
» Marion Fabric & Upholstery

* Freedom Auto Detailing

* Freedom Landscaping -
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» Cozy Cabin - Coffee, Gifts,
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78 West Marion Business Park
Marion, NC 28752 « 828-559-2700
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Foothills Baptist Bibl College____ v

period is given. Let's consider the three things that make ap the content of the
messzge that will be given.

First, we see the words “fear God ™ So mamy people today have no fear of God.
God calls people in this age of grace to come to Him, bt in & firtore day, He will
udze mankind and the earth. That judesment will be very severe, On that day,
there will be no mercy to the nnbehever Febellion and dental of God He will now
tolerate. The reason He does that im this day of grace is to give us another oppor-
funity for us to come to Him and escape the jadzment that is yet to come.

The Bible says: "And fogr not them wiich Bl the body, bur are not able fo B
the soni: but rather fear him which is able 1o destray both soul and body in kali™
Matthew 10:28). "dnd kiz mercy i3 on them thar fear kim from generation fo sen-
aration” (Luke 1-500. "dxd ifve cail on the Father, who withour respect of persons
Judseth according fo evary man's work, pass the fme of your sajourning hare in
Jear” (1 Peter 1:17). "dnd now, Torael, what doth the Lord thy God reguire of thea,
bt o fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all kiz ways, and fo love him, and fo seree
the Lowd thy God with all thy heart and with all ty sou!” (Dent. 10:12).

Secondly, the Bible tells us to “give glory to him " How do we give glory to
God? We do so by acknowledzing Him as the only tue God and setting up wor-
ship fo Him in our hearts, praising Him as the Great Bulsr of Heaven and earth.

In closmg, we are told to, “woership kim that made heaven, and earth, and the
o, angd the fountaine gfwaters. ™ Th worship God ix fo azcribe worship to Him;
fo aitest fo Him worthiness. It is saying, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, fo recane
Elory and honour and power: for thou hast created ail thingz, and for thy pleasure
they are and were creaied ” (Fevd: 11

Things made by men do not last, bat our Gospel is an everlasting one. It will
endure the test of ime, the assaults of Hell and the mocking of the ungodiy. Itis
forever!

Tom Walker is President of Foothills Baptizt Bible College and Pastor af Zion Hill
Baprizt Church in Marfon, NC.

Ya Faith Gospel Ministry & Outreach

By Fev. Carlion and Wanda Barber
MeDoweall Coumty

Heavenly Hearts is 8 southern gospel group lashand
and wife, Fev. Carlton & Wanda Barber, who sings, at
rest homes fairs, festivals and churches, etc_ all over
WN.C.&5C. & GA & TH.!! Wanda was bom m
Eings Moumntam W.C. and Carlton Fayveteville M.C1111
They now make their home m Marion N.C. with their
minisiry office lecated im Valdese B.C.!!! They mn and
OWID 3 singing, news chating online worldwide radio staon. Listen in at inya-
faithradio3 com/inyafaith This is also their wel page to buy CD¥s and concert up-
dates ! All CDs are $12 99 plus 54 shipping and handling send check or money
order o Wandza Barber PO, Beor 171 5S¢ Paul’s, M.C. 28384, To Book Them call
(704)-441-7505 Their new Christmas Cd is out now, A Carolinss Christmas &
Their Mew Gospel Cd **** JToumey Of Faith!!!

They also do balia's Teddy Bears 4 Cancer Charity, m honor of Lots Gor-
don, Wands's mother who passed awsy from cancer and in homor of Wanda's
zister, Barbara who passed sway from cancer in Old Fort W.C. when she was very
young!!!

We go to rest homes and bospice houses and give out teddy bears and do free
gospel concerts there " They just released a new single called Three Moaore Diays,
out to national radio now wia In Ya Faith Gospel Prometions & Media Company
snother division of their ministry that belps gospel groups and singers to advance
their nmsic minismies worldwide!!! Hesvenly Hearts won 2018 Best Traditional
Gospel Group Of The Year!!! In 2017 Carlton won Best Gospel Antist Of The
Year and this year be has sumg for coumtry snd zospel legend Fandy Travis at his
nmsic festival in Marshwille, H.C.11
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Buck Stove
200 Ethan Allen ﬂﬂﬁe =
Spruce Pine, N.C. 28??’?"

Wood and Gas Stoves

Bob Timberlake Outdoor Living
Buck’s Tiny Houses

Height Adjustable Desk

Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5: Uﬂpm

www.buckstove.com
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PruittHealth,
Committed to Caring since 1969

Serving Avery, Mitchell, Yancey,
and surrounding counties.

PrulttHealth Home Health (Avery)
828-733-1550

PruittHealth Home Health (Mitchell)
828-688-3421

PruittHealth Home Health (Yancey)
828-682-7825

When you and your loved one need home
health care, PruittHealth Home Health is ready
with a skilled team that combines expertise,
state-of-the-art technologies, and deeply
rooted commitment to deliver the best in home
health care.

When you return home from the hospital or
long-term inpatient care, or just need skilled
care at home, our home health team is ready
to help yvou move along the path to optimim
health and wellness.

Our team of skilled experts coordinate care,
providing:

« Skilled nursing services

* Physical therapy

* Occupational therapy

* Speech therapy
* Medical social services

* Home health aides

We use advanced electronic charting systems
to track progress and treatments in real time,
resulting in better care in your own home. To
ensure the best possible care, we focus on
educating both our patients and families on
the personalized care pathway that is tailored
to their needs.

nelg
]

x Pruitt Home

PruittHealth.com
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