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By Russell McKinney
Mitchell County

    Some of us are old enough to remember eating popcorn 
made from a popcorn popper rather than a microwave. We’re 
also old enough to remember when people not only owned 
irons but actually used them. The following true story stems 
from a time when popcorn poppers and irons roamed the 
earth.
    For many years, it was against the rules of a certain Christian university to have 
popcorn poppers or irons in the men’s dormitory rooms. The strange thing about 
that was the fact that both items were allowed in the women’s dormitory rooms. 
The odd policy remained in place for some time until someone finally questioned 
why the girls could have popcorn poppers and irons but the boys couldn’t. After 
some digging into the school’s past, do you know what they found? They found 
that the rule went back to a time when the men’s dormitory had wiring that was 
insufficient to handle the electrical levels required for popcorn poppers and irons. 
Even though the wiring problem had long since been fixed, no one had bothered 
to update the rules.
    I can’t read this illustration and not relate it to our modern churches. How much 
of what we do no longer makes sense in this 21st century? I’m reminded of a joke 
about Baptists. (Since I’m a Baptist, I can talk about us.) The joke goes like this: 
“How many Baptists does it take to change a light bulb?” Answer: “None. Bap-
tists don’t change anything.”  Mind you now that I’m not talking about changing 
anything that involves solid Biblical doctrine or solid Biblical teaching. I’m not 
saying, “Boy, that whole story about the virgin birth certainly is outdated.” No, 
what I’m talking about are matters of practicality, matters involving the nuts and 
bolts of how we do what we do. Putting it simply, I’m talking about our overuse 
of the phrase, “But that’s how we’ve always done it.”
   What I find funny is that no one wants to take our churches back to the model of 
the early churches that are described in the New Testament. That model seems to 
be a little too traditional for even the most hardcore traditionalists. Those congre-
gations, you see, met in homes and didn’t have: air conditioning, padded pews, 
pulpits, sound systems, choirs, nurseries, membership rolls, Sunday Schools, Bi-
ble Schools, youth trips, senior citizen trips, fellowship halls, cemeteries, commit-
tees, denominations, Constitutions & Bylaws, etc., etc., etc. You say, “Russell, are 
you saying that all of these things are wrong?” No, each of them can be perfectly 
acceptable if used correctly. What I’m saying is that even churches that we label 

as “traditional” can only trace their “traditions” back to a relatively recent time in 
history, typically the hundred years between 1850 and 1950. It’s like our churches 
got stuck in that hundred-year era.
    But changes are happening. The past thirty years or so have seen remark-
able modernizations in the way many churches “do church.” Video screens have 
become more and more commonplace. Contemporary music has as well. Praise 
teams are replacing choir directors and song leaders. Rather than bring their 
Bibles to church, many people now read the scriptural text from their cell phones 
or tablets. Church covenants and numbers boards are being removed from sanctu-
ary walls. Most churches have a website or at least a Facebook page. Some larger 
churches even have systems in place to receive offerings from electronic sources 
such as debit cards.
    Where will all this modernizing stop? I don’t know. Will it ever reach a ceiling 
where everybody again says, “Okay, let’s settle in right here and ride for another 
hundred years”? I don’t know. All I know is that we shouldn’t be afraid to update, 
replace, or do away with any tradition that turns out to be nothing more than 
something that used to work well but no longer does.
    As some folks like to say, “We should never change the message, but we can 
change the methods we use to present the message.” I myself agree with that 
sentiment, but it does come with a built-in challenge. That challenge boils down 
to one simple question: “What does God want us to leave alone and what does 
He want us to change?” Answering that question will always take us out into the 
deep, dark waters of spiritual discernment. But we must dive into those waters if 
we want to present the timeless message of Jesus in an effective way to an ever-
changing culture. If we don’t we might as well just plug in our popcorn poppers 
and do our ironing.

Russell Mckinney lives in the English Woods area of Spruce Pine and serves as 
the pastor of Roan Mountain Baptist Church in Bakersville

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31
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    Here are some of the essential elements of our faith at the Blue Ridge Christian 
News:

God
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has existed eternally in three 
persons and chooses to manifest Himself in these three ways: as God the Father, 
as God the Son, and as God the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one 
God.
(Genesis 1:1, 26-27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; and 2 Corin-
thians 13:14)

Jesus
Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who is fully God and fully human in His 
incarnation. He lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacri-
fice for the sins of all humanity by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after 
three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended to heaven 
and will return again to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
(Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14-15; 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13)

The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the very Spirit of God, fully divine, manifested in the life of 
every believer from the moment of salvation. He is equal with the Father and the 
Son as God. He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus 
Christ. He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual 
truth, and guidance in doing what is right. The Christian seeks to live under His 
daily control.
(2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13; 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12; 3:16; 
Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18)

The Bible
The Bible is the divinely inspired, authoritative, infallible, living and active Word 
of God to all men. It was written by human authors under the supernatural guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit. It is the ultimate source of truth for Christian beliefs and 
living. In it we find a guideline for right relationship with God and God's creation, 
and a blueprint for personal, emotional, and spiritual growth.
(2 Timothy 1:13; 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:2-21; Psalm 119:105, 160; 12:6; Proverbs 
30:5)

Humanity
Humanity is designed and made by God in His image. We have been created as 
cognitive, moral, ethical, and physical beings and have been equipped by God for 
both relationship with Him and with one another. Both male and female are gifted 
by the Creator with characteristics which equip them for the purpose for which 
they have been created: relationship, dominion, and responsibility. Although God 
designed us to have fellowship with Him, we became alienated from God through 
disobedience. As a result, all human beings are born with a sinful nature and 
choose to sin against God. We are incapable of regaining a right relationship with 
God through our own efforts.
(Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6; 59:1-2; Romans 3:23; 5:22; Colos-
sians 1:21; 2 Corinthians 5:17)

Eternity & Eternal Security
Our soul, the essence of our being, was created by God to exist forever. That 
forever is spent in one of two places: eternally present and in union with God be-
cause of His forgiveness and salvation or eternally separated from God because of 
sin and unbelief. At the moment that our physical body dies, those who are saved 
are immediately taken to heaven. Those who have rejected God's gift of salvation 
will spend eternity separated from God in hell. Because God gives man eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, the believer is secure in that salvation for eternity. Salva-
tion is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the 
Christian. It is the grace and eternal power of God that gives this security.
(John 3:16; 5:11-13, 10:29; 1 John 2:25; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:15; 2 Timo-
thy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25; 10:10-14; 1 Peter 1:3-5)

Salvation
Salvation is God's gift of redemption and reconciliation to Himself and is offered 
freely to all who accept, by faith alone, Jesus Christ as God's only son and receive 
Him as Lord and Savior. We can never make up for our sin with self-improvement 
or good works. It is only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God's offer of forgive-
ness that you can be saved from sin's penalty. Eternal life begins the moment you 
receive Jesus Christ into your life by faith.
(Romans 5:1; 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 1:12; 14:6; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26)
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You can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors 
know where your church is and when you meet by 
listing in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible 

and effective advertising is specially priced at 
$300.00 per year for our churches - approximately 

$5.75 a week!

Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in 
this important outreach effort.

The Rock Church
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Pastor - Billy Chapman

Sunday Morning – 10 AM
Sunday Night – 6 PM
Tuesday Night – 7 PM
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Tent Revival 2020

Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church
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John 3:16 says that YOU are 
loved!

Find out why at
www.mcfamilyforchrist.org
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By Joyce Meyer

    It’s amazing how many things people can be afraid of. 
There’s the fear of sickness, job loss, failure, commitment, 
and public speaking. Some people are afraid of things like 
taking tests, swimming, animals, insects, heights, or even 
what the future holds—and the list goes on!
    Whatever the fear may be, it’s important to know that it does not come from 
God. In fact, fear is one of the primary weapons Satan uses to keep people from 
fulfilling God’s destiny for their lives. 
    So I ask you: What are you afraid of today? Is there a situation or circumstance 
that threatens to overwhelm you? Is something stealing your peace and causing 
you to worry? If so, I want to encourage you to know that God sees you, He loves 
you, and He wants you to trust Him to help you! 
    First John 4:18 says, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear…” (NIV). Understanding how much God loves us and desires to help us is 
the antidote for fear. 
    When I think of my own children—especially when they were younger—
there’s almost nothing I wouldn’t do to help them if they were in trouble. If we 
feel this way about our children, then how do you think God feels about us? And 
unlike us, He has no limitations. Nothing is impossible with Him—He can help us 
in every situation, on every occasion.
    Hebrews 13:5-6 says: “... God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you.’ So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be 
afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?’” 
    God wants you to know that He’s always going to take care of you as you place 
your trust in Him—always. You don’t have to know His exact timing or how He 
will do it, but you can be assured that He will always meet your needs.

“Do It Afraid!”
    We need to understand that when the Lord tells us not to fear, He’s not saying 
we will never feel fear. We will all feel afraid at various times in our lives; how-
ever, He is telling us not to allow fear to control us and prevent us from moving 
forward. 
    True courage is moving forward in the face of fear. You still feel fear, but you 
are determined—with God’s help—to move forward anyway.
    When we feel fear, we have a choice—we can do it afraid!
    In the early days of my ministry, I was invited to speak at a conference. One 
of the speakers had canceled, and I was their replacement. I wasn’t one of the 
primary speakers—they asked me to conduct one of the smaller workshops.
    When the day came, all of the workshop speakers had to get up on stage and 
share what they would talk about the next day. I remember the other speakers hav-
ing titles like a pastor, reverend, and so forth. But I was just Joyce from Fenton, 
Missouri—a nobody from nowhere. 
    When it was my turn to talk, I was absolutely petrified. The 900 people in the 
audience looked like nine million to me. I was so scared that when I opened my 
mouth, nothing came out but a squeak. Right then, I wanted to run off the stage. 
I could hear the enemy’s thoughts running through my mind: What do you think 
you’re doing here! Who do you think you are?
    But despite the fear, I took a deep breath, started again, and shared what my 
workshop was about. The next day, to my surprise, many people came to hear me 
speak. I thank God I didn’t run from fear that day, because I would have missed 
out on a great opportunity He had in store for me! 
    Satan wants us to shrink back in fear and live tiny, useless lives. But God de-
sires for us to live free from the effects of fear and live big, fulfilling lives! 
    In John 14:27, Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you; My [perfect] peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor 
let it be afraid. [Let My perfect peace calm you in every circumstance and give 
you courage and strength for every challenge]” (AMP).
    This is both a promise and a command. Through Jesus Christ, we can enjoy 
supernatural peace that goes beyond anything the world can offer. But we also 
have a part to play. God is saying, “Don’t allow yourself to be paralyzed with fear. 
Refuse to let the enemy stop you!” 
    Remember, whatever you’re facing today, God is bigger than your worries, 
your problems, and your fears. He knows every one of your needs before you 
ever have them, and He delights in taking care of you. So you can confidently say, 
“The Lord is my Helper—I will not fear!”

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times bestselling author and founder of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries, Inc. She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations worldwide. For more information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

By Dave Ramsey 

Dear Dave,
    I have a good job and make pretty good money, but I’m tired of 
always worrying about my finances and being strapped for cash at 
the end of the month. I’ve heard you talk about getting out of debt 
and living on a zero-based budget, but what exactly is a zero-based 
budget?    Edward

Dear Edward,
    The concept of a zero-based budget is simple: income minus outgo equals zero. If you 
bring home $4,000 a month, you want everything you spend, save, give and invest to 
equal $4,000. That way, you know where every one of your dollars is going. Not know-
ing where the money’s going is what kills lots of people’s financial dreams. They think 
they know how much they’re spending and where it’s going, but they really don’t.
    Here’s how you do it. List all your income sources for the month. Your income should 
include paychecks, small-business income, side jobs, residual income, child support, and 
so on. If it’s money that comes into your household’s bank account, write it down and 
add it up.
    Next, list every single expense you have each month. Rent, food, cable, phones, and 
everything in between. Your expenses vary from one month to the next, and this is why 
you make a new budget each month. Your giving budget might be high in December 
when Christmas rolls around. The car budget will spike during months when you pay 
insurance or renew your tags. Focus on one month at a time.
    Now, subtract your expenses from your income. Ideally, this number will be zero. It 
might take a few months of practice, so don’t worry if it doesn’t balance out immedi-
ately. If it doesn’t, it just means you need to do something to bring one of the numbers 
up, the other one down—or both. If you’re spending more than you make, you need to 
make some cuts in your spending. If you need to generate more money, get a part-time 
job or sell a bunch of stuff.
    The deal with a zero-based budget is this: every dollar must have a name. That means 
every dollar has a designated job to do. If you fill out every item in your budget and 
come out $100 ahead—meaning you have nothing for that $100 to do—you haven’t 
finished your budget. You have to find a job for that $100. It’s your decision what it does, 
but if you don’t give it a name and purpose, you’ll end up blowing it and wondering 
where it went.  Good Luck Edward. Dave
Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total Money Makeover. The Dave Ramsey Show is heard 
by more than 14 million listeners each week on 600 radio stations and multiple 
digital platforms. Follow Dave on the web at daveramsey.com and on Twitter at 
@DaveRamsey.
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It’s our goal to get community members 
back home as quickly as possible!

24 Hour Licensed Nursing Care
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Cardiac Care
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By Carolyn Dotts
Mitchell County

    2020 was a difficult year for GriefShare.  Sessions began 
in-person as usual in the early months of the year, but they were 
rapidly shut down as COVID spread. At that point, Griefshare 
did not have an online presence. However, it wasn’t very far into 
the pandemic that the technology to conduct virtual Griefshare 
meetings became available. My first response to virtual meetings, 
as a facilitator of Western Carolina Church GriefShare Ministry, was not especially 
positive, I will admit. I just could not imagine how grief could be adequately ad-
dressed through a Zoom meeting. In addition, I felt intimidated by the technology, but 
I finally gave it a try in April this year. I was amazed at the response of the partici-
pants. They were entirely comfortable sharing online, and the spring session ended on 
a very positive note. We took a short break and started the fall session in August.  We 
are currently meeting on Thursday evening at 6:00 pm via Zoom and will conclude on 
November 11.  There is always room for more participants if you are interested. All 
the sessions are self-contained, meaning you can join at any time and make up missed 
sessions in the next cycle, which is planned for January 2022. 
    Another opportunity is being planned now for GriefShare Surviving the Holidays.  
In the past Western Carolina Church has held these meetings in-person at the church 
with beautiful holiday decorations and a sumptuous meal, but this year we will have to 
forego those plans because of the pandemic. This online session is scheduled for Tues-
day, October 19, 2021, at 6:00 pm.  It is a single-session seminar that addresses how 
to handle grief as the upcoming holidays approach. Holidays can be difficult without 
adding grief to them, but grief compounds the emotions. It is conducted similarly as 
the Griefshare sessions with a video, discussion questions, and take-home devotional 
materials. In this seminar participants will hear about:
• Being prepared for surprising emotions that may hit over the holidays
• What to do about traditions and other coming changes
• How to handle holiday parties and invitations
• How to survive potentially awkward moments with other people
• Where to find comfort, strength, and hope in a seemingly hopeless time
    Mitchell and the surrounding counties have been hard hit with loss from COVID, 
as well as other causes of death. Regardless, the result is the same overwhelming grief 
and the need for support during this very difficult time. That is what Griefshare offers-
help and hope for the future. For more information or to register, call 828-765-4633, 
or you can register on the website griefshare.org. You can also email me at kellen53@
bellsouth.net.
Carolyn Dotts makes her home in Ledger and is a retired Special Education
teacher. She is a widow with two sons and five grandchildren. She is a member of 
Western Carolina Church in Spruce Pine. 



By Taylor Bramblett
McDowell County

    My name is Taylor Bramblett, and in January of next year, 
I have been given the incredible opportunity to partake in a 
Cross-Cultural Internship (CCI) with Word of Life Belem, 
Brazil. God has given me a passion for discipleship, mobiliza-
tion, and church planting in unreached tribal groups, and I can’t 
go without a team of people who will invest in me, prayerfully 
and/or financially. 
    “For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, 
can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in 
the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?” (Romans 
10:13-15) 
    In the Great Commission text in Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus calls every believer 
to go, teach, and disciple the nations. The word for “nations” in the original Greek 
language is “ethnos,” which directly translates to “ethnic/language groupings.” Je-
sus was not just calling us to share the gospel with merely anyone, He specifically 
asked us to go or send people to every single lan-
guage group of the world! There are still 4000+ un-
reached ethnic/language groupings, and God wants to 
use believers to reach them! I desire to go where the 
gospel has not yet gone (as Paul expresses in Romans 
15:20), where people would have no chance to “call 
on the name of the Lord” unless someone is sent to 
them. There are hundreds of these language groups of 
tribal communities in Brazil in the Amazon, all with a 
completely different worldview and darkened reality 
than those of us with access to the gospel from pretty 
much every other person we meet. They are animistic 
in belief and everything they do, think, and act on 
is subconscious because of their worldview. They have no hope unless someone 
goes and teaches them a biblical worldview and the gospel of Christ. They must 
be reached despite geographic, linguistic, cultural, and worldview barriers. These 
next 2 years of CCI will mobilize and equip me to spend a lifetime planting 
churches in unreached tribal groups and/or mobilizing others to do so! I will learn 
cultural adaptation and language acquisition skills, mobilize other young believers 
to fulfill the Great Commission and gain experience with tribal communities and 
church planting. Would you invest in my ministry, co-laboring in the gospel so we 
can both obey the Great Commission as you send me to Brazil? 
    If so, here is a link to a place where you can learn more and give online, give.
wol.org/tmbramblett, or send me an email to learn more or ask questions at 
tbram7@gmail.com. 
    You can also mail checks in to Taylor Bramblett at Word of Life Fellowship – 
Donations, 
PO Box 600. Schroon Lake, NY 12870.
    If you are not a believer, I’d like to share the hope we have in Christ Jesus with 
you. We are all born with a sinful nature, we all sin and fall short of God’s glory. 
(Romans 3:23) The price we must all pay for that sin is death (Romans 6:23). We 
cannot have a relationship with God due to sin, ever since the first humans caused 
sin to enter the perfect world God created. But God always had a redemption plan 
in mind, and that was to send His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect, sinless life on earth. 
God sent His Son, who was fully human and fully God, to die FOR us because He 
loves us (John 3:16). On earth, the people He was sent to love rejected Him and 
crucified Him, and He died. But in His death, He took upon Himself ALL of our 
sins, taking on the punishment we deserved for our sin as the perfect sacrifice and 
atonement. He died on the cross so that you and I could have a relationship with 
God and spend eternity in heaven with Him! 3 days later, God raised Jesus from 
the dead, claiming victory over death and sin, giving us hope in eternity. Praise 
the Lord that there is no more condemnation now for those who are in Christ 
(Romans 8:1)! If you believe that Jesus is the Son of God and your personal 
Savior, the only way you can get to heaven, then you are saved for eternity! You 
have crossed from death to life! I’d love to celebrate with you if you made that 
decision! Email me at tbram7@gmail.com and let me know how I can pray for 
you. (If you would like to know more, I would encourage you to read the Gospel 
of John.)
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By Steve Bietz
Burke County

    Thomas Jefferson, the author of the American Declaration 
of Independence, claimed to be a follower of the teachings 
of Jesus Christ.  The problem was, he didn't always like what 
he read in those teachings.  He also didn't always agree with 
how the Bible was interpreted by Biblical sources, includ-
ing the writers of the four Gospels. Jefferson stated that he 
considered the Gospel writers to be untrustworthy correspondents.  So Jefferson 
created his own gospel by taking a sharp instrument, perhaps a penknife, to exist-
ing copies of the NewTestament and pasting up his own account of Christ's phi-
losophy.  In essence, he created his own Bible!   The Jefferson Bible is an example 
of scripture by subtraction.  It's where people keep what they like and throw out 
what they don't like.  Jefferson saw no problem doing this, and many Christians 
don't have a problem doing this today either.  However, what a dangerous way to 
approach scripture!
    Because God's Word is divinely inspired, it is not like a mere human piece of 
literature that we can tamper with or adjust to suit our purposes.  We don't change 
or twist it to meet our culture or the political correctness of contemporary times.  
If there's a conflict with culture or with our lifestyle, the Bible wins.  It is the 
deciding rule and standard for all beliefs.  We see this in Isaiah 8:20 where we 
read: "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them."  We don't push it aside for higher criticism, 
for our own personal theories, or even for a church's traditions or interpretations.  
Why?  Because it came from the inspiration of God, and God does not change. 
(Malachi 3:6)
    What we need to understand is that we must measure our life against the stan-
dards of God's Word.  Then we pray, "Lord, change me!"  Show me how to align 
my life with Your Word!"  Of course, this does not happen in our own strength.  
We need divine power to invade us and thankfully, God is eager to send the Holy 
Spirit to help us when we earnestly seek Him.
    Sadly, Thomas Jefferson is not the only one who has claimed to be a follower 
of Jesus but who wanted to follow the Bible according to their own dictates.  I am 
fearful it is a practice that has infiltrated modern-day Christianity.  
    We have a wonderful life lesson from our Savior.  After being  baptized by John 
the Baptist, Jesus was ready for ministry...well, almost.  The Bible tells us that 
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness where He would be tempted by 
a one-time friend, Satan, the fallen angel Lucifer.  In Matthew 4:1, 2 we read that 
Jesus had not eaten for 40 days and nights.  He was starving.  Satan likes to come 
at us when we are weak and he thought that this might work on Jesus.  Satan, dis-
guised as an angel of light from heaven, says to Jesus, If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones be turned into bread. (Matthew 4:3)  How would Jesus 
answer?  "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God." Matthew 4:4
    Every word, could that be right?  Evidently, when you and I come across scrip-
ture that our daily life is not following, we do not slice it out of the Bible.  Instead, 
we ask God for strength to live by every word, just like Jesus.

Steve Bietz, Pastor, Morganton Seventh day Adventist Church. 
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By Jody Griffin
Avery and Mitchell Counties

    “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” 
(Galatians 5:25)
    There was a man once whose spiritual walk was so 
incredibly refreshing that every time one spent time with 
him, you walked away feeling as though you had been in 
the Presence of the Lord. He wasn’t rich and famous, nor 
was he flashy and attention-grabbing. No, this man walked 
in true humility and served God in the best sense of the word, by living and walk-
ing in the Spirit of God.
    As Chaplain, I met Kermit Harpold over six years ago and I knew instantly that 
I liked him. He was a religious volunteer who ministered to the men on the eve-
ning that I worked the later schedule for the Chaplain ministry. Kermit challenged 
these men to live, walk, and be led by the Spirit of God and to find their own 
Spirit-filled voice. The men would always leave their worship time with Kermit 
with the sure knowledge of his prayers and support of them to receive and employ 
their spiritual gifts. 
    There were occasions when he would speak directly to me amid his teaching/
preaching. I found myself drawn to him just like the crowd of incarcerated men he 
shared the Word of God with and encouraged with his wisdom, love, and faith-
fulness. On those nights I would step out of my office and sit among them as we 
listened to his words. And I knew, I KNEW that they (we) were truly privileged to 
witness the Holy Spirit move among us! 
   My friend Kermit ‘fell off the radar’ as they say sometime after the pandemic 
began and volunteers were no longer able to enter the facility. But then, not too 
long ago he called and explained to me why I had not heard from him in a bit. He 
was sick and likely leaving this earthly life behind. He didn’t know how to tell me 
his news because he knew that I would grieve. But then he said, “Jody, I’m not 
afraid of dying. The Holy Spirit has given me the truest sense of peace. And the 
Holy Spirit wants you to have peace too.”
    That was Kermit. No fluff or fanfare. Just pure, solid Truth from God delivered 
through his dearest companion, the Spirit of the Living God. And he knew the 
Holy Spirit personally. Then on August 13, 2021, Kermit left his earthly home and 
ministry to enter the glorious Promise of his eternal home.
    I wept when I heard of it, not because I was sad for Kermit, but because I was 
selfishly sad for me and for the countless incarcerated men who had sat under his 
gifted teaching through the years. To be honest, I’m still grieving. It has taken 
me several weeks now to sit and write these words. But then today, I heard what 
sounded like Kermit’s voice say to me, “The Holy Spirit says it’s time you loosen 
your grip on me and take hold of His hand.” (…But we were going to have dinner 
and I was going to get to drink from the fountain of spiritual wisdom that charac-
terized my friend!)
    Following the evening services Kermit led inside the prison walls, I would walk 
out of the facility each week as we both went to our cars. And as we walked, we 
talked of the incredible things we had both seen God do through the Holy Spirit. I 
realize now that of all those things, perhaps the greatest thing for me was teach-
ing this old Baptist preacher that there is an abundance of power found in the gifts 
Holy Spirit brings!
    I am indebted to God for the gift of sharing your walk with the Holy Spirit! 
    Your love for your wife and family and for ALL people lives on in the Holy 
Spirit’s power! Your ministry to those who are often overlooked continues to bear 
fruit in the lives of the incarcerated! Your contribution to the Kingdom will bless, 
and will be fully known when we meet at Heaven’s Banquet table! Your friend-
ship carries me forward each day as I serve those who live and work behind the 
walls…Thanks, Be to God. Amen.
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By Dean Honeycutt
Mitchell County

    All my life I have been told the Bible has the answers 
to all my problems. And during the COVID years, I 
find myself turning to God’s word for answers. What 
does the Bible say about vaccines? What does the Bible 
say about social distancing? I imagine that your home 
is much like my home and a lot of our conversation is 
about COVID 19. Answering questions like who is sick, 
who has been exposed, were they vaccinated, how sick are they, and are they on a 
ventilator?
    It has honestly been a tough couple of years. As I have stated in previous 
articles, and still believe, Covid is a birth pain Jesus said would come. And Jesus 
told us not to be alarmed when these things come to pass. Matthew 24:7–8 (KJV 
1900) 7” For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All 
these are the beginning of sorrows.”
    A pestilence is a fatal epidemic disease. The beginning of sorrows is the “birth 
pains” that will be on earth before that glorious event the rapture of the church 
and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to earth. The “birth pains” are part of 
God’s plan and purpose, He is the one setting the stage for end-time events 
described in Revelation chapter four to nineteen. The “Birth pains” are not the 
“Great Tribulation”. They are preparatory events to the consummation of the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ.
   Therefore, Jesus told us diseases will come, heartache will come, but do not be 
discouraged do not lose heart. John 16:33 (KJV 1900) “33 These things I have 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribu-
lation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
    Remember how Jesus taught us to pray “Our Father who is in heaven, your 
Kingdom come, and your will be done”? The Father’s will is being accomplished; 
I may not understand all He is doing but I trust Him. How much time do we spend 
praying for God’s kingdom to come?
    What do the “birth pains” do for the church? Two things, first they make the 
church stronger in faith. A strong faithful church will be the church that stands 
true to God’s word during the tribulation. John 17:14–18 (KJV 1900) “14 I have 
given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: 
thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent 
them into the world.” 
    Second, they prepare our hearts to meet Jesus. Luke 21:28 (KJV 1900) “28 And 
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh.” 
   The “birth pains” are crucial, necessary, and God-ordained to prepare the 
Church and the world for end-time events. We may say "well I do not like them," 
and I agree they are not pleasant. No mother likes contractions before the birth 
of a child, but they are necessary to receive that little precious baby. I do not like 
what is going on, but I am trusting the Lord because His plan is part of a greater 
plan with no pain, no sorrow, and no loss of life. So, Lord help me to be patient as 
I trust in you.
    I try to keep things in a Biblical perspective. And we should as Christians. We 
should be prepared to give answers to those seeking God during a difficult time of 
their life. A verse that has helped me deal with some of the anxiety and uncer-
tainty is Proverbs 3:5–6 (KJV) “5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; And 
lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, And 
he shall  direct thy paths.” 
    I can trust the Lord. With all my heart is worship. When I worship the Lord, my 
trust in the Lord increases. Worship draws me near to the Father, and the Father 
comforts me. My own understanding is marred by sin, social media, and conflict-
ing news reports. I cannot trust sources that have no strength or power. My path is 
a trustworthy path leading to heaven it is Christ who has set me on this path, and 
He will not let me detour. I acknowledge the lord in memorizing scripture, prais-
ing the Lord, and prayer. This verse has brought me great peace and comfort all 
my life. The Bible has answered all my problems. Trust in the Lord.
    Live with “No Regrets”
Pastor Dean Honeycutt shepherds Snow Hill Baptist Church in Bakersville, NC. 
He may be reached at 828-385-0213, snowhillbaptist@gmail.com ,  or visit their 
website at www.snowhillbaptist.com.

By Doug Harrell
Mitchell County
 
    I know that I am not the only one around that gets totally 
fed up with the crap going on all around us!  I was talking 
with a friend yesterday that came over to pick up a half of 
beef for his freezer and he made the comment that he and his 
wife were trying to prepare for what lies ahead.  He com-
mented that I love my country, but I hate what my govern-
ment is doing!  I not only feel that way about our government, but also feel that 
way about many of our church leaders that are not willing to be truthful about 
God’s word and His teachings.  When our preachers and teachers in the church 
bastardize the very word of God to appeal to those around them to make them feel 
okay with what God clearly says is wrong, we are going down the wrong path 
fast!
    “That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the 
law of the LORD: which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy 
not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: get you 
out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease 
from before us.”  Isaiah 30:9-11 KJV
    So many people are clamoring for the gay lifestyle to be accepted as normal, 
even praised.  Transgender is accepted as a personal choice, abortion is totally 
okay, same-sex marriage is an honor!  God help us and our country, God help our 
churches and those leaders in the supposed church and that preach such lies and 
abominations!
    “Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, 
and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: therefore this iniq-
uity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in an high wall, whose 
breaking cometh suddenly at an instant. And he shall break it as the breaking of 
the potters' vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare: so that there shall 
not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take 
water withal out of the pit.” Isaiah 30:12-14 KJV    
    God’s judgment will be upon us as a people and as a nation unless we, His 
people, are willing to stand up and say that these things around us are not right!  
Our preachers and teachers must have enough backbone to stand tall in the wind 
and storms around us.  They must have the strength to call right right and wrong 
wrong without mincing words!
    I know that I am on a rampage with this life lesson, but I literally get sick on 
my stomach when I look around. I see the praise of all the wicked things going 
on that are actually being praised, pushed as normal, and accepted and my blood 
boils!  God help us.  We need to be shouting from the rooftops, the pulpits, the 
church steps, the highways, and byways, telling people to repent and turn back to 
the ways of our founders and forefathers.  Put the Ten Commandments back into a 
place of prominence, shout out the words “In God We Trust” and not be ashamed.
    “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”  2 Chronicles 7:14 
KJV
    I feel a little like Paul Revere must have felt when he rode through town wak-
ing the folks that were sleeping, crying the British are coming, only I cry out that 
the devil is coming!  Please Christians, it is time that we get up off our behinds 
and stand strong for what our God tells us, for what our nation was formed on.  
Let us always be one nation under God with our motto being “In God We Trust”.
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By Dennis Love
McDowell County

    Most of us are familiar with Gideon’s fleece.  God has already 
told Gideon that He was going to use him to save Israel from the 
oppression of the Midianites.  Matter-of-fact, God tells him three 
times in Judges 6 that He is going to use him to save Israel.  He 
tells him in v12, v14, and v16.  How many times does God need 
to say something to make it so?  Only once, but Gideon wants more proof.  He wants 
to see it with his own eyes.  He’s not willing to walk by faith, he wants to walk by sight 
too.  So, Gideon comes up with a test to make sure this is the will of the Lord.  He puts 
some sheepskin or fleece on the ground, and then he asks the Lord to make the fleece 
wet and keep the ground dry around it, and then he said he would know that the Lord 
was going to save Israel by his hand.  Well, God does exactly what Gideon asks Him 
to do.  You see that in Judges 6:38.  The fleece is not just wet, it’s soaked.  It’s so full 
of water that he wrings a bowl full of water out of the fleece.  That’s some wet fleece.  
Well, you would think that would do it, but it doesn’t.  Gideon now turns right around 
and asks the Lord to reverse the conditions of the test.  Instead of making the fleece 
wet, he now wants God to keep the fleece dry, and make the ground wet around it.  So, 
God does this too.  Well, evidently this satisfies Gideon because he doesn’t question 
God’s Word again.  Of course, he could have just taken God at His Word and been done 

Dr. Dennis Love is the Senior Pastor at Glenwood Baptist Church in Marion, 
NC.  He and his wife Vicki have been married for 40 years, and they have lived in 
Marion for six years.  They have two sons and four grandchildren and two step-
grandchildren.

with it.  Gideon wasted two days playing this fleece game with the Lord.  I wonder 
how many days we have wasted playing the same kind of fleece games with God?  It’s 
called flawed faith folks.  And we are all guilty of it.  We have all come up with some 
kind of a test to prove the Lord.  In other words, we say something like this.  God, if 
you will do this, then I will do what I know you’re calling me to do.  
    Now let me ask you something.  Do you think it pleases the Lord for us to do that?  
I can tell you that putting out the fleece is not something that pleases the Lord.  Let 
me show you the problems with it, and we will use Gideon as our example.  Did not 
God tell Gideon what He wanted him to do?  Yes, He told him in v12, v14, and v16 of 
Judges 6.  Gideon simply lacked the faith to take God at His word.  Is anybody guilty?  
Another problem with the fleece is the fact that Gideon is trying to dictate his terms to 
God.  That was not Gideon’s responsibility.  His responsibility was to simply obey the 
Word of God.  Is anybody guilty?  We are not called to tell the Lord how He should 
answer our prayers.  We are simply called to obey His Word.  The real problem with 
putting out a fleece is that fleece is always placed out of doubt and not faith.  Putting 
out a fleece is NOT the Biblical method for determining the will of God.  It is simply a 
method used by people like Gideon who lack the faith to simply take God at His Word.  
God does not guide His people today by us throwing out a fleece.  You want to know 
how God guides His people today.  Here’s how:
• God guides through His Spirit—John 16:13
• God guides through His Word—Psalm 119:105
• God guides through His peace—Colossians 3:15
• God guides through the desires He gives us—Psalm 34:3-4
• God guides us through the godly counsel of His people—Proverbs 11:14
    When these 5 things are all in agreement, it’s all the fleece you will ever need, and 
then some.    When God is guiding you, the Holy Spirit of God living within you will 
line up with the Word of God.  And when these two line up, it will produce peace in 
your heart.  Then the Spirit of God and the Word of God and the Peace of God will 
combine to give you a desire to do what God is leading or calling you to do.  And last 
but not least, others around you will be in agreement with your decision.  You don’t 
need a fleece to determine God’s will for your life.  Forget the fleece and walk by faith.  
He will speak to you through His Word by His Spirit.  He will then give you a desire to 
do His will, and He will give you peace about it, and He will confirm it through others. 
Think about it folks.  God gets far more glory from us when we simply obey His Word 
than He does from us seeking a sign.  Have you ever stopped to think about what could 
be accomplished for the glory of the Lord in our world, and in the church today, if we 
would simply hear the Word of God, and then do the Word of God?  And the reason we 
don’t is that our faith, like Gideon’s, is often flawed.
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By Kurt Bomar
Avery County

    Text: Luke 7:18-28 
   John was prophesied as the messenger who would 
announce the coming of the Messiah. Even before 
birth, he leaped in the womb at the approach of Jesus. 
He trained for this job. He announced that he wasn’t 
worthy to untie the shoes of Jesus. He baptized Jesus. 
And then a strange thing happened; he doubted who Jesus was.
    18 John's disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he 
sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect 
someone else?" 20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent 
us to you to ask, 'Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?' " 21 
    Why did he doubt? Probably because like all the other Jews, he was expecting 
Jesus to do at his first coming what he will do at his second coming, by power and 
might sit on the throne in Jerusalem and judge the world. But for whatever reason, 
John didn’t have the full picture and he doubted. 
    At that very time, Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses, and evil spir-
its, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, 
"Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who 
does not stumble on account of me." 
    Why didn’t Jesus just say “yes”? Then his answer would only have been as 
good as his word. Jesus knew that John knew the scriptures, so to remove all 
doubt he pointed John to the scriptures so he could ground his faith in them.  
(Isaiah 29:18-21 and 35:5-6). By saying this, John didn’t even have to take Jesus’ 
word for it. He would have known that it would be a fulfillment of Scripture.
    Notice in his response, Jesus doesn’t condemn John for doubting. In fact, he 
lifts him up.
    24 After John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 
"What did you go out into the wilderness to see? ... A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written: " 'I will send 
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' 28 I tell you, 
among those born of women there is no one greater than John...”
    There is a huge lesson for us to learn here. In all likelihood, we will have times 
of doubting. If the greatest man ever born of a woman did, we probably will too. 
And Jesus will tell us the same thing he told John. He won’t jump on us and scold 
us. Rather he will communicate to us what we need to know to ground our faith 
on a rock. (Billy Graham had such a moment as did many of the greatest Christian 
leaders in Church history).
    The second lesson is, if it's not you doubting, rather a loved one, don’t despair. 
Jesus knows how to respond to him. It is better to have doubts, voice them, and let 
God deal with them than to pretend they don’t exist and compound the problem.
Selah (think about it)

Kurt Bomar is pastor of Walnut Grove Church.

By Steve Gaito
McDowell County

    The right answer to the wrong question is still the 
wrong answer.
    I have been helping people plan for and implement 
retirement plans for over 28 years. The one question I 
get is how much is enough to retire. Large investment 
companies want you to believe that there is a magic 
number of assets that will be enough for retirement. The 
problem is that there are too many variables in that equation.  You are subject to 
changing tax rates, increased costs to your Medicare premiums if your income 
rises, and the volatility of the market. When I started in this business in 1993 fixed 
interest rates were between 12% and 14%. Creating an income plan was easy. 
No volatility and great income just what everyone would want. In today’s market 
fixed income rates are between 1% to 2%. To put this into perspective consider 
the income under these two scenarios. If you have a retirement account IRA or 
401(k) plan with $500,000 saved. Under the higher interest rates, you would have 
had between $60,000 to $70,000 of income before taxes. Today you are lucky 
to get $10,000 from the same amount of money. This creates what is known as 
the “Saver’s Dilemma”. You must take more risks to get a higher return. This is 
exactly what most want to avoid in retirement. So, what is your option? The right 
question is how much income do you need to live? You have lived your entire life 
with a paycheck coming in at regular intervals and you were able to save, put food 
on the table, provide for the education of your kids and take a vacation. It worked 
well. The right answer to the right question is how you replace your income. This 
is where it can become a personal preference with future goals. In a perfect world, 
you would have a pension that provided income to your last breath. Many people 
have this in Social Security benefits. So, what do for the rest of the income you 
need? If there is no income need for the spouse, then a fixed lifetime annuity may 
work. The challenge with fixed annuities is that they have the same challenge of 
bank interest rates and may be too low to meet your needs. This brings us back to 
Saver’s Dilemma. Fortunately, there are some other options. The introduction of 
Equity Index products both life and annuity have changed the equation for many 
in retirement.  They are an interest crediting option that gives you some of the 
upsides of the market without the downside risk. What this effectively does is re-
duce the standard deviation of the index. When you remove the chance of loss you 
don’t have to have as many upside gains to meet your need. Now it is important to 
remember that this is not meant to be a one size fits all solution. It is to be used as 
part of a comprehensive plan that takes into account taxes and estate needs. What 
these index products do provide is the opportunity for higher interest rates which 
is what most people are looking for in retirement. If you can get the same return 
with a lower standard deviation, it is a much better choice in retirement. 
    I hope this helps you ask the right question about your retirement and if you 
have questions please come to my office or check out my website www.retirerm.
com. You can also schedule your free initial consultation.

Steven W Gaito is a certified financial planner, owner of Faith Based Health Care 
and Retirement Resource Management, National Speaker on the topic of Social 
Security optimization, quoted in national publications like Money Magazine, US 
News and World Reports and Fox Business. Loves to educate and teach on finan-
cial topics like taxation of retirement accounts, long term care, healthcare, and 
efficient savings plans for small businesses. Has provided financial planning for 
missionaries through the International Mission Board.
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By Patricia Jackson
McDowell County

    The books of Ezra and Nehemiah are about the Jewish 
people whose past was scarred by sin and rebellion against 
God.  God grew sick of their sinful lifestyle and refusal to 
repent. He allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to attack Jeru-
salem. During this conquest, the walls, gates, and homes 
were burned to the ground. The vessels of God were taken 
from the Temple and carried away by the heathen nation. The priests, rulers, and 
most were taken prisoner and carried off to Babylon. 
    Later Persia captured Babylon, and most of the captured Jews now lived in 
exile there. Seventy years later,  the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, King of 
Persia, to build him a house (Temple) at Jerusalem and allow the captive Jews to 
return to their homeland.
    Forty-two thousand returned to Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his city. 
They built an altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings thereon, as was 
written in the law of Moses. 
    They laid the foundation of the Temple of the Lord. However, they soon en-
countered resistance from local adversaries of Judah.  It was several years later 
before the Temple was rebuilt and dedicated. 
    Eighty years later, Ezra, a scribe, requested of the King to go to Jerusalem. The 
King granted this request “according to the good hand of his God upon him.” 
(Ezra 7:9). Ezra had prepared his heart to see the law of the Lord, to do it, and 
to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. Approximately seven to eight thousand 
returned to Jerusalem with Ezra.  V. 28 Ezra again says he was strengthened by 
the hand of the Lord my God upon him.  In Ch 8, V 15-18, he prayed for ministers 
for the house of God and again recognized the good hand of God upon them. The 
people confessed and made a covenant with God to turn from their sins. 
    Nehemiah, King Artaxerxes cupbearer, learns that the walls and gates of Jeru-
salem had not yet been repaired.  The city was open to attack and even captivity 
again.  After praying for four months, Nehemiah requests the King to be allowed 
to go and rebuild the fallen down walls and gates. King Artaxerxes not only grants 
his request but provides a letter for him to obtain timber and materials.  Nehemiah 
recognizes the King’s support was “according to the good hand of my God upon 
me.” (Nem. 2:8). Under the leadership of Nehemiah, with the help of the inhabit-
ants, the walls and gates surrounding Jerusalem were rebuilt. The people drew lots 
to determine who would live inside the city. 
    These two men (in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah) understood that God had 
chosen them for important work, to bring his people home and restore the great 
city of Jerusalem and the Temple.
    The same God that had his hand upon Ezra and Nehemiah can still be found 
today. When God has work for us to do, if we pray and submit, the work will be 
accomplished due to the good hand of God upon us. Have there been times in 
your life when you recognized that “the good hand of God was upon you?”

Patricia Jackson is the Assistant Teacher for the Ladies Class at Redeemed Free 
Will Baptist Church, Glenwood, NC.  She is a grant writer for non-profits, a 
published author and retired Nursing Home Administrator.  She lives in Ruther-
ford County with her husband.  Contact information: email address: wyo2go@
bellsouth.net.

With over 165 years of combined experience serving Burke, 
Catawba, and Caldwell County families, the owners and staff 
of Heritage Funeral Service and Crematory are committed to 
helping families plan a personal and meaningful ceremony that 
celebrates life, and begins the much-needed healing process.

1507 E. Main St.
Valdese, NC 28690

Business Hours
Mon -Sun: 9am – 5pm

24 Hour Availability

Phone: (828) 874-0411
Fax: (828) 874-5390

Service with Dedication & Compassion

Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved One.

Get in Touch
Our Team of 

Professionals Are 
Standing By to Help

We are now the new owners 
of Mackie Funeral Service in 
Granite Falls, 35 Duke St. 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. Jeremiah 29:11
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I-40 Exit 100 • 910 Jamestown Rd. • Morganton, NC 28655 
www.johngreenecdj.com • 828-584-5337

NEW 2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee L 
Overland 4X4

NEW 2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 4X4

7 Passenger Leather, Heated Seating, Nav., 
Advanced ProTech Group III,  Nav W/ 10.1” 

Display

LOADED! BUY NOW!

Heated Seats & Steering Wheel, ProTech 
II Pkg., Nav with 8.4” Touchscreen, 20” 

Aluminum Wheels

Great Deal at Under $40K 
– HURRY!

Trailer Tow Pkg., Heated Seats & Steering,
Active Safety Group, 3-Piece Hard Top

Buy NOW! It Won’t 
Be Here Long!

NEW 2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Freedom 4X4

NEW 2021 Jeep Renegade Freedom 
4X4

7” Touchscreen Display, 17” Aluminum
Wheels, Automatic

Buy For Only $26,450!

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on FacebookBy Jim Huskins

McDowell County

    Everyone loves the Parable of the Prodigal Son. 
Particularly, we thrill to realize that, when we turn 
toward God, He runs to meet us. This story is per-
fect—except for that whining older brother.
    A world of meaning opens when we add the context of the history of God’s 
people. Moses led Twelve Tribes—each descended from a son of Jacob—out of 
Egypt. The tribes settled in assigned portions of Canaan. After Moses died, God 
worked through a series of Judges. The last Judge was Samuel. During his tenure, 
the people demanded a human king so they could be like other nations. God did 
not approve, but He allowed Samuel to anoint Saul. After Saul, David and then 
Solomon also ruled all twelve tribes.
    Solomon allowed his many wives to turn his head and heart. He bowed down 
to pagan idols. Because of this great sin, God tore most of the Nation of Israel 
away from David’s descendants. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, ruled two tribes, 
Judah and Benjamin. This became the House of Judah. One of Solomon’s servants, 
Jeroboam, became king over the other ten tribes. This was the Northern Kingdom 
or the House of Israel.
    Neither of the Two Houses remained faithful. The sin of the House of Israel was 
especially grievous. God divorced Israel and allowed her to be carried away by 
Assyria around 740 BC. Israel was dispersed among the nations. Over time, they 
forgot who they were and devoted themselves to false gods.
    The House of Judah fell to Babylon in 586 BC. Solomon’s Temple was de-
stroyed, Jerusalem was burned, the people were carried into captivity. During that 
captivity, Judah retained her national identity and finally put away pagan worship. 
    Seventy years later, Judah was allowed to return to Canaan. Under Ezra and 
Nehemiah, they rebuilt Jerusalem and the Temple. They were known as “Jews,” 
and their land was called “Judea” because they were part of the Kingdom of Judah. 
After they returned home, Judah attempted to be faithful to God’s instructions.
    God allowed Israel to be scattered, but He never forgot them. He intends to 
reunite the Two Houses. Ezekiel’s Valley of Dry Bones is a marvelous prophecy of 
that reassembly. Jeremiah 3:18 says: “In those days the house of Judah will walk 
with the house of Israel. They will come together out of the land of the north to the 
land that I gave your fathers as an inheritance.”
    This reunification is the context of Jesus’ story about a wayward son. The Prodi-
gal represents the House of Israel. God blessed all Twelve Tribes with abundance. 
“Give me my portion of the inheritance” is an acknowledgment that the Ten North-
ern Tribes had been provided everything they needed and more. Israel left God for 
the far country of rebellion. They squandered their abundance in idolatry which 
God labels adultery. Eventually, the Prodigal’s hunger drove him to herding swine 
and eating slop. This potent imagery conveys Israel’s descent into uncleanness. 
    The story takes a positive turn when the Prodigal realizes that he can sink no 
lower. He decides to return to his Father. This return is predicted in Jeremiah 
31:16-19. “Ephraim” is a Bible term that refers to the House of Israel. 
    Few Christians are aware of Jesus’ primary mission. He states in Matthew 
15:24, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” John 11:49-50 
foretells that Jesus would die to bring salvation to the House of Judah. Then, verse 
52 makes one of the most thrilling prophecies in scripture, “And not for the nation 
only, but also so that He might gather together into one the scattered children of 
God.”
    God is holy and righteous. Since The Fall, He has been attempting to teach us to 
be righteous. “Righteousness” is following God’s instructions for living. Those are 
found in the first five books of the Bible, or Torah. Blessings come to those who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. The Parable of the Prodigal is about return-
ing to righteousness and being reunited with God’s family.
    “Home” in the story is the Land of Canaan. The Older Brother is the House of 
Judah. Judah returned home when they were released from captivity. They devoted 
themselves to be righteous. Younger Brother, Israel, devoted himself to depravity. 
When Israel finally comes home, Judah is jealous. 
    We see this jealousy around the modern world. Many are awakening to the fact 
that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has given clear instructions for living. 
They are joyfully accepting salvation by grace through faith in Messiah. They are 
sincerely attempting to love and serve God by keeping His Torah. As this hap-
pens, many in the House of Judah are jealous that “Gentiles” are following “their” 
Torah.
    Perhaps even worse than the jealousy of Judah is the disdain of many Chris-
tians for their brothers and sisters who are keeping Torah. Typically, the Church 
teaches the heresy that “grace” makes obedience unnecessary. All of us need grace. 
Grace is the only means for us to stand in the presence of Holy God. How have we 
missed the point that He grants His grace to those who love Him and strive to obey 
Him?
    The story told in the Parable of the Prodigal is found throughout scripture. One 
of the most poignant is Ezekiel 36:24-27:  “For I will take you from the nations, 
gather you out of all the countries and bring you back to your own land. Then I 
will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean from all your uncleanness 
and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart. I will put a new 
spirit within you. I will remove the stony heart from your flesh and give you a heart 
of flesh. I will put My Ruach within you. Then I will cause you to walk in My laws, 
so you will keep My rulings and do them.”

Jim & Beverly Huskins are members of Obedient Heart Fellowship.
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By Dr. Jack R. Hodges, Jr.
Burke County

    In Paul’s letter to the Philippian Christians, he is writing 
a thank you letter. He is thanking God for His faithfulness 
and Paul is thanking his brothers and sisters in Christ for 
their faithful and consistent participation in the gospel. 
Paul fondly remembers how they came to Christ and how they have continued to 
live out their newfound faith amid trying and difficult situations and circumstanc-
es. In fact, he is confident of one great and important thing, that “He who began 
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). 
The “day of Christ” that he is referring to is, of course, the second coming of the 
Lord—a specific moment in time when Christ will come and call His bride (the 
church) home to glory. Until that day comes, the Word of God reminds us that 
we are to be about the business of “being perfected” into the image of our Savior. 
This journey of being made like Christ is a long, hard, difficult one. It has many 
twists and turns, many obstacles and difficulties. There are so many opportunities 
to either live for Christ or live for ourselves. The thing is, when a person is living 
for themself, they are seldom thankful. But when we live for Christ, we recognize 
with spiritual eyes and hearts just what God has done and continues to do for 
us—and we are thankful!
    Ever since our days as IMB (International Mission Board of the SBC) mission-
aries, my wife, Shawn, and I have loved traveling. We love and enjoy taking long 
road trips. Yes, the driving is hard; but there is so much to see along the way. Re-
cently, we took a road trip out to the Phoenix, AZ area and back. We would drive 
and sight-see along the way. On this trip, we stopped in Abilene, TX to visit with 
some dear former and retired Gaza missionary colleagues for supper. Planning 
to drive another four hours after supper to arrive at Carlsbad, NM, our friends 
warned us that we needed to fill up our gas tank before we got off the Interstate. 
We did that and proceeded to travel along in the darkness on the two-lane second-
ary road headed to Carlsbad. 
    The speed limit on that road remained the same as the Interstate (75 mph). 
It was a rough road and I found myself constantly dodging potholes. About 20 
minutes after turning off of the Interstate highway, I faintly saw what looked 
like a plastic bag in the middle of the lane ahead and decided not to dodge it. 
Bad choice! It was a rock—a big rock. I hit it hard in our low-riding Prius and 
we came to a grinding halt as I pulled off onto the side of the road. I could only 
imagine what damage had been done. Here we are late at night possibly stranded 
in the middle of “nowhere” in west Texas. I backed up, thinking that the rock was 
still under the car. But it wasn’t enough to release the bind. I backed up again, 
which released the bind and I went to assess the damage; hoping and praying that 
we weren’t immobilized. I crawled under the front on my back to assess the dam-
age with my phone’s flashlight while cars and trucks were flying by at 80-85 mph. 
The rock had split the front bumper and peeled back the undercover, which had 
been dragging on the ground. Praise God, no engine fluids were spilling on the 
ground—no serious damage! But now I’ve got a new problem! I’ve got to figure 
a way to either get the undercover off or somehow stabilize it. My small packet of 
tools wouldn’t fit the bolts.
    Meanwhile, right at the exact place that we had backed to, Shawn looked 
down, and right there on the spot was a rubber tie-down cord with both hooks on 
each end intact. I tucked up the undercover and tied it to the grill. Surrounded by 
darkness, fear, and anxiety—God had provided what we needed. We had backed 
up to the right spot and God had provided what we needed! Is God good or what? 
The next day, I surveyed the damage in the daylight and concluded that there was 
no need for any other cords to hold everything in place and we resumed our jour-
ney. God had provided not just what we had needed—but all that we had needed. 
He always does and always will! And when you and I recognize His goodness, 
mercy, love, and provisions, all that is left is to thank our God—and continue on 
living this journey of life serving Him with all that is within us. Always giving 
thanks to Him who is able!

Dr. Jack R.Hodges, Jr. is the Senior Pastor at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in 
Morganton, Burke County. He has served as a pastor, a biblical counselor and a 
International Mission Board missionary.

By Buddy Freeman
Madison County

    The sermon had been long and dry, and at the close of it, 
the minister asked for a meeting of the church board.  The 
first man to arrive at the meeting was a stranger.
    “Evidently your misunderstood,” the preacher told him  “I 
called for a meeting of the board.”
    “Yeah, I know,” said the stranger, “and if anybody here was more bored than I 
was, I want to meet him.”
    A pastor was on the golf course, and becoming increasingly frustrated with his 
game, he told his caddy, “I’d move heaven and earth to break 100 on this course. 
“Go try heaven, sir,” the caddy said.  “You’ve already moved most of the earth.”
    A pastor’s evening sermon was lengthy, and the congregation gradually slipped 
out the door.  A deacon tiptoed up to the pulpit and put a note in the pastor’s Bible.  
It read:  “When you are through, will you please turn off the lights, lock the door, 
and place the key under the mat?”
    The priest visited Pat in the hospital, saw him all bandaged around the head, 
and said, “Patrick, my son, I shall pray that you may forgive your Jewish friend 
Hymie for hitting you with that piece of iron pipe.”  
    Patrick mumbled through his gauze, “Best ye just wait until I get well, Your 
Riv-rince.  Then ye can pray for Hymie.”
Dr Buddy Freeman is the former pastor of the First Baptist Church of Marshall, 
NC.
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By Marlene Houk 
Burke County

    What makes you nervous about talking to people? 
The job interview with an important salary attached?  A 
conversation with your child’s teacher after a difficult 
time? Or the doctor’s office after a serious procedure? 
    How do you cope with the stress? Do you dress in 
your favorite power outfit? Assure yourself with a stun-
ning piece of jewelry? Or, perhaps you promise yourself 
a shopping or fishing trip when the meeting is over.
    The Bible addresses this issue. A young woman, well-trained but probably 
intimidated by the wealth and power of the influencers surrounding her, allowed 
her royal wardrobe to reflect a great spiritual parallel. Her story rolls out on the 
red carpet in the book of Esther. 
    She stepped onto the runway, nervous, overwhelmed, and stunned. Immedi-
ately, hundreds of foreign eyes focused on the arresting young woman. Exclusive 
clothes caressed her lovely figure and enhanced a vague sense of something differ-
ent. As she walked gracefully across the marble floor, her charisma fell delicately 
upon a phalanx of dignitaries at the far end of the throng, hundreds of feet away. 
Her smooth creamy skin glowed with health and vitality, and brilliant black eyes 
glimmered with determination. Exclusive professionals held their breath, their 
reputations and power in the balance as she stopped before the king. 
    The best haute couture available in the world enveloped Hadassah as she com-
peted for the world title of King Ahasuerus’ queen in the ancient kingdom of the 
Medes and Persians. She was the envy and example of hundreds of fellow con-
testants who carefully remembered every detail of her person. As her attendants 
prepared her outwardly with unique fragrances, little-known beauty secrets, and 
top-quality fabrics uniquely suited to her frame, they observed her years of train-
ing with her beloved guardian, Mordecai. Her intelligence and the inner power 
of her spirit showed translucently through the sophistication of her garments and 
makeup. 
    But the way she presented herself puzzled the other contestants, and they knew 
without it, they could not win.
    Because of her training and preparation, she was able to focus efficiently on 
God’s will while the entire nation of Medes and Persians around her wallowed in 
distraction and confusion.
    Her secret: power-dressing…within. Esther experienced years of spiritual train-
ing under the mentorship of Mordecai as her outward beauty increased. Her faith 
in God was firmly established by the time of the beauty contest as she was pushed 
into a godless world that beckoned so sensuously. The ability to submit to her 
adopted parent had been planted in love and rooted in logic. As this breathtakingly 
lovely young girl developed discernment for the treacherous and deceitful arena 
of politics, Mordecai guided her as always.
    In today’s tornado-like world of confusion and lightning-quick changes, we 
need to imitate Esther as she wisely shows us how to dress for the whirling storms 
of life. Like her ultimate power-dressing strategy, we need a spiritual collection of 
clothes that prepare us for life.
    We need key pieces in our closet such as the garment of salvation hanging 
in Isaiah 61:10 “for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.”
   We need foundation pieces such as work clothes, found in John 13:4. Jesus 
serves his disciples, using a towel, “…and took a towel, and girded himself.”
    A basic heavy-duty outfit that protects us when working in the trenches of life 
extends our ability to work. Each piece is carefully created for maximum use and 
efficiency. Read about this specialized wear tucked into the closet of Ephesians 
6:11, “Put on the whole armour of God.”
    Most wardrobes contain a statement garment that can be worn on special occa-
sions. An appealing and multi-colored garment is the one of praise laying on the 
shelf of Isaiah 61:3, “the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;”
    Of course, our most treasured gown is our bridal dress as the betrothed of the 
King of Kings. Psalm 45:13-14 locates this precious garment, “The king’s daugh-
ter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought 
unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that follow 
her shall be brought unto thee.” 
   Power-dressing, Bible-style, is quite “trending” for Christians today!

Marlene Houk is a regular contributor to Blue Ridge Christian News. Her passion 
is to delve deeply into the truths of Bible women and to discuss those in Bible 
Studies called Backstage Pass to Bible Women. She and her husband discover joy, 
nurture, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehouk@bellsouth.net  
Learn more about women in the Bible at Marlene's website: www.MarleneHouk.
com

1136 Greenwood Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

phone: 828.765.4400
fax: 828.765.4880

30 Fleming Ave
Marion, NC 28752

phone: 828.652.6777
fax: 828.652.6755

Why I Foster: Jeff and Nicki Palmer

    When you love others the way Christ loves you, there 
is no other option but to open your hearts and your home 
to children in need. Every child deserves to be loved. We 
live by this mantra and hope every child that comes into 
our home feels treated like our own children. Our time with 
these children may be days, weeks or months, but every 
child deserves all that we can give them in that precious 
time.  We foster because we love. Foster/Adopt McDowell 
DSS 828-652-3355

Out of town? You can still check out our 
new Website www.brcnews.com

And find us on Facebook
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By Bruce Cannon
Mitchell County

    Job 12:7-10  “But ask now the beasts, and they shall 
teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell 
thee:  Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and 
the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee.  Who knoweth 
not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath wrought 
this?  In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and 
the breath of all mankind.”
    Once again the Lord is getting ready to make western North Carolina a very 
color-filled, beautiful place. Already the fall colors are beginning in the higher 
elevations.  How amazing!  What a palette of colors the Lord uses to decorate the 
trees!  How amazing are His eyes and heart for beauty!  
    And if He will do that for Himself and for us to enjoy, what more will He do for 
those who love Him?  Paul wrote in Romans 8:32, “He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things?” 
    As we look at the beauty of the trees let us remember there is a divine being, 
the Lord, who loves us so much and watches over us just as He does the trees.  
Jesus Himself taught, “Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin 
not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which is today in the field, and tomor-
row is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful 
mind. For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father 
knoweth that ye have need of these things. But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:27-32)
    Are we not much more important in the Lord’s eyes than the grasses of the 
field, the colors of the trees, and the sparrows?  Absolutely!  So as we see the fall 
colors, or the beauty of a sunrise or sunset, or the beauty of a starry night or the 
moon that is so beautiful to gaze upon remembering that there is a God who loves 
us more than words can say.  He wants to walk with us through life!  He wants to 
encourage us, give us peace, make our lives full of joy and let us sense His pres-
ence in our lives fully.  He gave His only begotten Son for our salvation!
    As I write this article I am enjoying the Lord and want badly for you to enjoy 
Him as well.  Tell Him you love Him right now.  Tell Him how thankful you are 
to know that He is with you and will always be with you.  Walk with Him. Pray to 
Him.  Read His Word.  And, as you do these things feel His amazing love for you.  
Tell Him how thankful you are for His amazing care, goodness, and grace in this 
COVID mixed-up world.
    And, whenever you see the fall colors do not take them for granted.  Remember 
there is a God who does all of this for us every year as a demonstration of His 
incredible love for us.

Rev. Bruce Cannon currently serves as the Senior Pastor of  Bear Creek Baptist 
Church in Bakersville.  Formerly he served as Director of Missions for the Bladen 
Baptist Association and has served on the General Board of the Baptist State Con-
vention of North Carolina.
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By Jim Smith
McDowell County

   Most of you reading this live in freedom,  but most 
everyone reading this has been impacted by a friend or 
family member being imprisoned.  It is also very easy 
to forget the more than two million men and women 
imprisoned in the US. Understandably “out of sight, out 
of mind”. Many times, we are left wondering how we 
can help.  We question how we can change and shape 
someone’s future but we don’t have the tools, training, or patience to help make 
a permanent change.  That’s why McDowell has FREEDOM LIFE.  You can join 
us in several ways.  First, you can begin to pray daily for the staff, the clients, and 
the community relations we are building.  Second, you could volunteer and spend 
some time with us thru the week accomplishing different tasks.  Third, you could 
become a monthly donor, helping us make sure we have the financial capacity to 
meet the weekly needs of our client care.   
   Incarcerated individuals have spiritual needs like any individual. At Freedom 
Life, staff and trained volunteers are contracted through our local jail and prison 
facility to provide spiritual care to the incarcerated.  We are blessed with strong 
relationships and a low rate of recidivism.  You make ask, what is “recidivism”?  
It is simply the tendency of convicted individuals to re-offend.   Freedom Life has 
a high and respected success rate in this area. 
  Would you prayerfully consider joining Freedom Life through prayer, volunteer-
ing, and become a cheerful donor? You can reach our Volunteer Coordinator – 
Eric Davis at 828-559-2224.  You can sign up to give by going to www.freedon-
lifeministires.org and clicking on the donation button. Prayerfully consider being 
a monthly donor.  Invite Heart Cry to your church to bring a truly worshipful and 
dynamics testimony service to your church! Call development director, Jim Smith 
at 828-413-9901 or jsmith@freedomlifeministries.org
 
5 Facts about Freedom Life’s Jail Ministry 
1. Our local jail and prison leadership recognized the importance of faith recovery 
with individuals. When religion is recognized it affords those incarcerated of that 
faith certain rights. This recognition is crucial because, without it, our staff may 
not be allowed to enter a facility to give life-changing Christ-based counseling. 
2. There are 2.3 million incarcerated men and women in the United States (698 
per 100,000 residents per capita), more than any other nation in the world.  Many 
times when we have a family member or close friends that have been incarcer-
ated, we tend to hide it and not talk about it with friends and even our church fam-
ily.   We feel regret, shame, and embarrassment.  Freedom Life ministers to the 
incarcerated which overflows to the families of those in jail. Heart Cry, the music 
outreach of Freedom Life, brings a worshipful music and testimony service along 
with awareness to churches. 
3. This past year, because of the pandemic,  Freedom Life staff and volunteers 
have been prohibited from entering prison and jail several times.  According to 
the Marshall Project, “By April 2021, at least 395,915 people in prison had tested 
positive for the illness, an increase of less than 1 percent from the week before.” 
For nearly a year, almost all prisons were in lockdown to prevent outbreaks. This 
meant that prisoners were stuck in their cells and could not receive spiritual care.   
4. Jail Bag Gifts.  Several times a year Freedom Life, with major help from our 
donors, assemble jail gift bags.  These bags are approved items from the jail 
administration and contain items like Little Debbies, peanuts, Jolly Ranchers, 
deodorant, crackers, Ramen noodles, and a life application study book along with 
the plan of salvation.  A previous client stated, “It’s amazing how God used a 
candy bar and a bag of soup to get my attention that I was loved and not forgot-

ten.”
5. Most incarcerated men are young and have the majority of their lives ahead 
of them. In a recent state-wide poll,  47% of sentenced prisoners are aged 25-39.  
Studies have found that it is those prisoners who make the utmost of their time 
in incarceration who are most prone to succeed back in society.   Their time in 
incarceration can include taking courses, attending accountability meetings, work-
ing towards a degree, and being involved with faith groups. Christian counseling 
and recovery methods bring exposure to a value system compatible with success 
in reintegration. 
 
Recent Car Giveaway Story 
    Chad Yates has a classic beginning with Freedom Life. Many times, our first 
encounter with potential clients begins with the application process. When men 
and women are incarcerated, they receive information about Freedom Life, and an 
application if they would like to begin services with us.   
    Chad filled out an ap-
plication and his life has 
seen a steady and posi-
tive change over the last 
year. Chad led a life of 
recklessness due to drug 
addiction.  Through these 
choices, he ended up being 
incarcerated. In his journey 
with Freedom Life, he has 
begun employment with 
Freedom Pressure Wash-
ing and working toward a 
stable and transitional job. 
He also is a resident of 
Freedom 3, a men's transi-
tion house. David has been 
with Freedom Life for over 
a year while in jail and 
over 4 months since his release.  
    The client care staff felt it was time for Chad to continue to move forward with 
the responsibility he has demonstrated.  He was awarded a car through our pro-
gram.   We are so proud of the hard work and dedication Chad has shown.   If you 
have a used car you no longer need, that doesn’t require a major overhaul, please 
reach out to us to make your donation!

Jim Smith is an area Worship Arts Director, He is the Development Director at 
Freedom Life Ministries, and run a production company wjscreativegroup.com
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By John McCoury
Roan Mountain, Tennessee

    “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” John 
14:18 Here Jesus tells us the secret of our identity as believers. 
The most fundamental fact of our life as Christians is there: 
Jesus says that He is not going to leave His disciples desolate 
or as orphans. These men are frightened. They know that He is 
going away. They remember the intimations He has given that 
it will be by violence, by being taken and beaten and ultimately crucified. And they 
are fearful--not only for Him but for themselves. But now He reassures them: I'm 
not going to leave you orphans; I'm not going to abandon you. I will come to you.
    He is not talking here about His second coming. His reference to that is in verse 3 
where He has said that He will come again and take them to Himself. At his second 
coming, John tells us, Every eye will see him (Revelation 1:7). But here is a way 
of coming that the world will not see, but in which the disciples will not only see 
Him but live by Him: Because I live, you will live also. That is more than merely 
a reference to His resurrection and the promise of our resurrection someday. It is a 
reference to His coming by the Spirit, the result of which will be you in Me, and I in 
you. And that is to be the secret of our lives, as His relationship with the Father was 
the secret of His life.
    I find Christians all over this country who do not understand this truth about their 
new life in Christ. The truth from which they get their identity is this fact: Jesus is 
in them and lives in them. It is to this fact that they should return whenever there 
are pressures and problems and demands made upon them because it is from this 
fact that the secret of life will flow to them. The day of the Spirit began on the Day 
of Pentecost when suddenly the Spirit of God was poured out upon these believers, 
and they became changed people. And that day is still with us. It began over two 
thousand years ago, and it hasn't ended yet. In fact, on the Day of Pentecost, Peter 
stood up and bracketed its extremes--the events that would mark the beginning and 
the end of the day of the Spirit. It begins with the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, as 
prophesied by the prophet Joel. Peter quotes that prophecy. He says, This is what 
was spoken by the prophet Joel (Acts 2:16), this pouring out of the Spirit upon 
people. And it ends, he says, when, The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon 
to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord (Acts 2:20). 
Lord, what a privilege to live in this new day when the Spirit has been poured out 
and even makes His home in me! Teach me to reckon on this profound reality today. 
What is the ultimate secret of our lives? How can we know this is the truth? How is 
our identity related to our reality?
John McCoury is pastor of Evergreen church in Roan Mountain, Tennessee and 
also chaplain at Roan Highlands Nursing Center.
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By Jimmy Laughridge
McDowell County

    In the Gospel of John, Chapter 8 verses 1-11, (NASB) we read the account of 
the woman taken in adultery. Verse 2 states that Jesus was in the temple, people 
were coming to Him, and He began to teach. Verse 3, “The scribes and the Phari-
see’s brought a woman caught in adultery and having set her in the center of the 
court, (V. 4) they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, 
in the very act.”  They were testing Jesus. 
    Has anyone ever reminded you of your faults and failures? Mathew (7:1-5) 
(NASB) states “Do not judge so that you will not be judged. For in the way you 
judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to 
you. Why do you look at the speck in your brothers’ eye, but do not notice the log 
in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, let me take the speck out of 
your eye, and behold, the log in in your own eye. You hypocrite, first take out the 
log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 
brothers’ eyes.”
    Interestingly, this is the only place in scripture that Jesus is said to write, or 
“wrote on the ground.”  It is recorded in scripture He read and expounded the law 
in the temple.
    (V.6) “But Jesus stooped down and with His finger wrote on the ground.” 
Imagine Jesus stooping down beside you. (V.7) But when they persisted in asking 
Him, He straightened up, and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let 
him be the first to throw a stone at her.” (V.8) Again He stooped down and wrote 
on the ground.
    (V.9) “When they heard it, (the Pharisee’s and scribes and those that were there 
to hear him) they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and 
He was left alone, with the woman, where she was, in the center of the court.”
    It’s hard to imagine what was going through this lady’s mind. Had she heard 
of Jesus? Did she know who she was sitting before? There must have been guilt, 
shame, dread, and all-out fear of being stoned. But, in the end, it was only her and 
her Savior, alone. No one to condemn her, to accuse, to bear witness against her. 
Only Jesus, who showed mercy, compassion, and forgiveness. 
    If you struggle with sin of any kind, there is hope. Hope that can only come by 
meeting Jesus. When we meet Jesus in salvation, we do it alone. There may be 
people around if it’s at church, or while walking down the street, driving in our 
car, or at home. But it will always be Jesus and us. He will not listen to those who 
will condemn you, nor will He seek council from anyone about you. He always 
comes to where we are in life, at our worse. He stoops down to where we are 
because we cannot reach Him. God became flesh, Jesus, to save His people. Praise 
him for stooping down and saving you.
    Praise Him, Praise Him, Jesus our Blessed Redeemer.
    If you would like to know more about Landis OPC, you can visit us on our web 
page at LandisOPC.org.

Jimmy Laughridge is a member of Landis OPC
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By Joe Sturz
Shenandoah, Va.

      We are seeing one application of Isaiah 59:19 taking place, 
''...when the enemy comes in like a flood the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him." Thus we see:
   --God allowing Satan and his demons to use ( Job 1:1; 2:6;    
Psalm 75:4-10; Mat. 12:28; Mark 1:34) big government au-
thorities to increasingly persecute Christians, a pattern repeated time and again,
    --Christians learning how to evangelize and disciple (Matthew 28:18-20) those 
God is increasingly drawing to Himself despite all this opposition (John 6:44; 
Acts 8:1-4),
    --the Christian groups multiplying as Christians are learning to pray (II Cor. 
10:3-6), gaining the power of the Holy Spirit  (Acts 1:4, 8, 14), taking a stand, and 
doing spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10-18).
    So let us be encouraged that judgment for correction begins in Christ's church 
but then moves on to punish the wicked (I Peter 4:12-19). Let us live in holy 
boldness, trusting in Christ's presence and power (Matthew 28:18-20) fearing only 
God (Proverbs 1:7) and not our defeated foe Satan and his allies (Ephesians 6:10-
18; Rev. 12:10-11).
    Brother Joe "walking by faith and not by sight" www.sturzchristiancounseling.
com
    Sharing what the Lord has taught me through His Word, 42 years of marriage, 
my mistakes, failures, and successes including 50+ years as a Biblical counselor. 
See my short, daily Bible messages on my Facebook Timeline and Sturz Christian 
counseling Group. Seeking to apply all of the Bible to all of life. If they help you 
understand the Bible better and you would like to read more of them then click on 
"Like" and please share them with friends. If you want to receive them by email 
then send a request to my email    joe@sturzchristiancounseling.com
    To become a Christian and resist Satan you must believe in Jesus Christ the 
God-man (John 3:16) and the saving work He did shedding His blood on the 
Roman cross (I Corinthians 2:2; 15:3-4) as the only way to God and His heaven 
(John 14:6). Jesus suffered and died on the cross to take the holy God's just and 
fair punishment due to the sins of His people and remove their sinful guilt. There-
fore satisfying the Holy God's justice and allowing Him to be merciful and forgive 
their sins without violating His justice.    
    God raised His Son Jesus Christ from the dead on the third day showing His 
acceptance of His Son's sacrifice in their place and so secured for them a place in 
heaven (I Corinthians 15:1-4, 12-24; Romans 4:25; 5:1).
    Confess to God the Father and turn from your sins and accept His Son Jesus 
Christ's person and work for you personally and have His forgiveness (I John 1:9). 
Now you will want to Live in obedience to Him and His Word: active, serving, 
and accountable in a Bible-believing church from now on (John 8:31-32;   He-
brews 10:22-26).

Joe Sturz,  a Christian counselor at Sturz Christian Counseling Service  now liv-
ing in Page County,   www.sturzchristiancounseling.com   ministering to people 
with problems and sharing what the Lord has taught me through: His Word, my 
mistakes, failures and successes and 47+ years as a Biblical counselor applying 
all of the Bible to all of life in daily messages on Facebook and email.
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By Phillip Greene
Avery County

    With everything that is going on around us and the 
“spirit” of the season we are in, something we all need to 
be aware of is fear. What should we be afraid of? What 
are we doing with our fear? What is causing our fear?
    So many questions we could ask ourselves during these 
times, but one thing that has continued to bless me, and I 
hope will bless you, is the reminder that Christ gives to His followers in Luke 12. 
Jesus gives warning of religious hypocrisy to the disciples. A crowd has gathered 
and in such numbers that they are beginning to trample one another…and Jesus 
speaks to His followers and tells them to be aware and on guard against the hy-
pocrisy of the Pharisees. 
    He then continues to remind them that anything covered will be uncovered, 
everything hidden will be made known, and whatever is done in the dark will be 
brought to light. Essentially He is saying to them, live out what you say publicly. 
Then, maybe the most important statement made at this time, Jesus says to them, 
“And I say to you my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear; 
Fear Him, which after He hath killed hath the power to cast into hell, yea, I say 
unto you, Fear Him.” (Luke 12:4-5) 
    First, Jesus calls them friends; implying that He cares for them and is giving 
them information that will be useful as they go about their lives. What, or Whom, 
should we be afraid of? According to Jesus, we should fear God and only God. 
He reminds them that though death is possible at the hands of those who disagree, 
they can do no more than taking a life; but God…God has the power to kill the 
body and cast the soul into hell. That is what we should fear. 
    But, nonetheless, we are afraid. What is causing us to fear? There are likely 
many causes, but I believe it comes down to one…Selfishness. We are afraid of 
what might happen to us. We are using that fear to drive our emotions and ac-
tions. We are afraid something might be uncomfortable and difficult, so we adjust 
to “protect” ourselves. We seek to find ways to back down to save our lives on 
earth…what does Jesus say? “What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world 
and lose his soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 
8:38-39)
    The answer: Nothing.  If you want to save your life, you will lose it for the sake 
of the Gospel (Mark 8:35). 
    The first thing Jesus tells us to do is deny ourselves (Mark 8:34). If we want to 
follow Him we must deny ourselves. Certainly a difference in opinion from the 
trend of the day, which is to take care of self first, then, if there’s anything left you 
to help others. Jesus said if you want to follow Him you must deny self, take up 
the cross, and follow; it starts with self-denial – denying ourselves of the selfish, 
fleshly desires that are hindering our growth with God. We must deny the flesh…
or we will never follow as we are intended. 
    What are we afraid of? We are afraid of losing control. We are afraid of what 
others might be able to do to us. We are afraid of being less than we have built 
ourselves up to be. We are afraid of not being important or known. We are afraid 
of everything but the Creator, who has the power to send us to hell…and He is 
who Jesus told us to fear.
     So things might be a little uncomfortable. Things might take you out of the 
area where you feel safe and secure, but Jesus said we would have troubles. He 
warned that He was hated and we will be also. He said it won’t be comfortable or 
easy, but to have no fear (John 16). Ultimately, Jesus also proved this with His ac-
tions, going to the cross…no matter how uncomfortable it may have been. 
    So, let us today look to Jesus, “the author and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds.” (Hebrews 12:2-4)
    How  do we overcome? We don’t, because He has. So, set your mind on Him 
today; because, some 2,000 years ago, He set His mind on you.

Phillip Greene is the Station Manager/Program Director for WECR-AM Radio/
Glory 1130.
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By Robert Garner
Rutherford County

    Some religious leaders and their supporters deny that 
Jesus Christ is God Almighty in the flesh based on the fol-
lowing scripture verse; KJV John 14:28; “Ye have heard 
how I said to you, I go away, and come again unto you. If 
you love me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the 
Father: for the Father is greater than I. “ 
    How could Jesus Christ and God Almighty be the same if Jesus claims, “For the 
Father is greater than I”?
    Jesus made himself of no reputation, a humble sinless servant (no sins of his own) 
in the form of a man. The Lord Jesus had to take on the sins of mankind who He 
came to save. Jesus was laden with the sins of mankind, He became a curse for his 
elect. God the Father was not cursed, only Jesus. Galatians 3:13, “Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree.”
    When Jesus became a man on earth he temporally had to delete his holy, divine, 
righteousness; a glorified and equal relationship with God the Father which He had 
before the world was. Mathew 27:46 God had to forsaken (totally abandoned) Jesus 
until after he went to the cross. John 17:5; “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” 
    Philippians 2:5-8, “Let this be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not *robbery to be equal with God: But made himself 
of no reputation. And took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of man: and being found in the fashion of a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
    Jesus did not want to retain, prove, seize (*robbery - Strong’s # 725 used once 
KJV) or have the praise, honor, and glory of God Almighty during his earthly minis-
try because he was laden with the sins of mankind. Until the earthly ministry of Jesus 
was completed and He was received back up into heaven to be with the Father; Jesus 
was temporally lower in His greatness than His Father, God Almighty. John 10:30,” I 
and my Father are one.”
    God is our redeemer: “Thou, O LORD, art our father, our redeemer,” Isaiah 63:16. 
    Jesus redeemed us: “The Great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, redeemed us 
from all iniquity,” Titus 2:13-14
    God is the first and the last: “I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he. “ 
Isaiah 41:4.
    Jesus is the first and the last:  Jesus said, “Fear not; I am the first and the last”. 
Revelation 1:17.
    God is “I Am”: “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM,” Exodus 3:14.
    Jesus is “I AM”: “Jesus said unto them, before Abraham was, I AM,” John 8:58.
    God is the judge of the whole earth: “O Lord God, thou judge of the earth,” Psalm 
94:1-2.
    Jesus is the judge of the whole earth; “The Father judgeth no man, all judgment 
committed unto the Son,” John 5:22.
    “For unto us A CHILD IS BORN, unto us, a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, THE 
MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, the Prince of Peace”: Isaiah 9:6.
    From eternity past and future, Jesus Christ is as holy and glorious as God the Fa-
ther. Comparing scripture with scripture, spiritual things with spiritual, (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:13) is the foundation of understanding God’s Word [Jesus] of knowledge and 
wisdom. “The Word [Jesus] was made flesh and dwelt among us;” John 1:14.
    Scripture Proves Jesus Christ Is God Almighty.
    Your comments are always appreciated. Contact email; valleygravel@outlook.com

My name is Robert W. Garner, my wife and I live in Union Mills, Rutherford 
County, NC. I’m a Christian Bible study researcher/writer/coach allied with other 
Biblical Scripture investigators unaffiliated with any church denominations. Our 
Scripture research spans 600 years of Christian Bible languages which include 
English, Hebrew, and Greek. As God Almighty commands in 1 Corinthians 2:13 
we search the scriptures; “not in the words which man’s wisdom teaches, but what 
the Holy Ghost teaches; comparing spiritual with spiritual”; which is a scripture 
with scripture.

By Toby Crowder
Mitchell County

    James 3:14 “But if ye have bitter envying and strife in 
your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.”
How long has it been since you invited someone to at-
tend church with you? That question may not be as easy 
to answer as we assume. Do we even realize that we may 
be bringing unwanted visitors to the church house? Just 
to clarify, I am not talking about inviting a co-worker, 
friend, or acquaintance to join you for a church service, but rather the visitors that 
we may bring to church with us unintentionally at times. Either knowingly or un-
knowingly, they go with us everywhere that we go because they live deep inside 
our hearts. Do we ever give thought to the attitudes and mindsets are we bringing 
with us when we attend God’s house? We are living in a society that is deeply 
divided and we must be vigilant that we do not allow this division from outside to 
affect our churches in these challenging days.
    In the book of James, the author has been writing to those who are scattered 
abroad. He has spoken of perseverance in trials & temptations, diverse lusts, and 
sin, and now he will begin to exhort the followers and give instruction on how 
to live steadfastly and in accordance with God's Word… even amid trying times. 
James makes a very broad statement in 1:22 that we are to be doers of the Word, 
and not hearers only. By the time he comes to chapter three, he devotes the first 
twelve verses to warnings related to the tongue and our speech before dealing 
with the thought of wisdom. What a perfect place for James to nestle in a very 
concise warning in this verse about bitterness, envy, and strife!
    Notice here that James connects bitterness to envying. The first mention in the 
Bible of bitterness is found in Gen 27:34 when Jacob steals Esau’s blessing: “And 
when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding 
bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, [even] me also, O my father.” And 
it remains as such today. We become bitter when we feel we have been wronged. 
It starts as a seed thought and when nourished it grows into an attitude that will 
cause much division within a relationship, a family, or sadly even the body of 
Christ. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we are to seek our fulfillment in Him and 
be a people of genuine love and forgiveness, even when others fail us. If bitter-
ness comes into our assembly, it comes with us as an unwanted visitor. Have you 
invited bitterness?
    James also mentions envying. This word for envying is only used five times in 
KJV Bible and two of those are in this passage. It refers to a type of jealousy or a 
contentious rivalry. Envy wants to have what someone else already possesses and 
we certainly see this attitude and quality all around us in the world, but it does 
not belong in the church body! Author and Pastor Dr. Erwin Lutzer had a great 
thought when he said “Envy is rebellion against Gods leading in the lives of his 
children. It is saying that God has no right to bless someone else more than you.” 
If an envying spirit comes into our assembly, it comes with us…as an unwanted 
visitor. Have you invited envying?
    Finally, James warns against strife, which is the product of bitterness and 
envy. Strife can be defined as a quarrel… or dispute. We see strife appear early in 
Scripture between Lot and Abrams herdsmen Gen 13:7-8 “And there was a strife 
between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle:” These 
men could not agree on how to divide the land, and it created a division. Notice 
that this visitor, just like bitterness and envy… is “in your hearts” and only comes 
to church when we allow it to come with us… as an unwanted visitor. Have you 
invited strife?
    Whatever may be the cause of our strife, I am sure that somewhere close to it, 
we will find the spirit of bitterness and envy. If left untended, strife is something 
that can pull at the fabric of a church until it begins to unravel. Most of us would 
never intentionally invite bitterness, envy, or strife into our church, yet we must 
be vigilant to keep these unwanted visitors out of the body of Christ.

Toby Crowder serves as Pastor of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in Spruce Pine. 
He and his wife Leslie have been married for 26 years and have two daughters, 
Emilee, and Katy. He can be contacted via the church’s website MCfamily-
forChrist.org or mtcarmelsprucepine@gmail.com
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By Tracy Jessup

    “You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick 
to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not 
produce God’s righteousness” (James 1:19-20)
    Do you recall a time in which humanity seems to be angrier 
and more opinionated than the present? People are angry and 
opinionated about politics and the pandemic. Fights about 
whether or not to wear masks or get the vaccine to play out in public and on social 
media.
    In an article for Leadership Journal, Gordon MacDonald tells the story of meeting 
a man several years ago who was able to resolve a conflict involving multiple people 
and in which an aggressive spirit of hate and vengeance saturated the attitudes and 
conduct of those involved. When MacDonald asked how the mess was resolved, the 
man mentioned a friend who confronted him and said, “Someone has to show a little 
dignity in this thing. It really should start with you.” That phrase stuck with MacDon-
ald whenever he faced situations “where the next word or the next deed would either 
fan the flame of conflict or spread the oil of peace.” 
    In today’s passage, the warning James gives is not against all speech and anger. 
Instead, it is a warning against a disposition that speaks too quickly and angers too 
easily. Eugene Peterson’s translation of these verses in The Message helps us see this: 
“Lead with your ears, follow up with your tongue, and let anger straggle in the rear. 
God’s righteousness doesn’t grow from human anger.” 
    Many commentators conclude that the command to be “quick to listen” looks 
back to the “word of truth” (v. 18). James is interested in the idea of cultivating our 
relationship with God, and what better way to do that than to listen to and act on the 
life-giving truth of God’s word. Jesus often would rebuke the Pharisees because while 
they had read and heard the scriptures, they did not allow God’s truth to penetrate 
their hearts. Hearing and listening are not necessarily the same thing. To grow in our 
relationship with God, we must be quick to listen to God’s truth.
    Likewise, James is interested in the idea of cultivating our relationships with others 
– helping us get along with one another. One of the ways in which we cultivate rela-
tionships with others is to be slow to speak and slow to anger. Speaking too quickly 
does nothing to promote a listening spirit. The same is true of any anger that does 
not promote God’s righteous purposes. We should become angry at sin and injustice, 
but much of our anger does not stem from such things. Commenting on this passage, 
J.A. Motyer writes, “[Anger] is not a pure emotion; it is usually heavily impregnated 
with sin – self-importance, self-assertion, intolerance, stubbornness” (The Message of 
James, p. 66). 
    The correlation between being “quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,” and 
our relationship with God and others cannot be overemphasized. Near the conclusion 
of MacDonald’s article in Leadership Journal, he writes, “This increasingly crowded, 
noisy world is generating more and more of these kinds of moments where no one is 
really doing something bad … just stupid... But because our human dignity is eroded 
by these constant clashes, even our innocent mistakes point to the possibility of hateful 
exchanges and vengeful acts. You have to keep alert lest you get sucked into saying 
and doing things that you’ll regret an hour later” (“Show a Little Dignity” 11/23/09).
    Prayer: Lord, take our ears, our speech, our emotions – every part of us – and let 
them be consecrated to you.

Dr. Tracy Jessup serves as vice president for Christian Life and Service and 
senior minister to the University. He is a graduate of Gardner-Webb with a B.A. 
in Music and earned his M. Div. degree at Samford University's Beeson Divinity 
School. He completed his Ph.D. at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He also 
teaches in the undergraduate department of religious studies and enjoys the op-
portunity to serve the local church through interim pastorates, pulpit supply, and 
preaching revival services. He and his wife, Teresa, have two children, Christian 
and Anna.

By Steve Williams
Mitchell County

    Sir Isaac Newton said that he could take his telescope 
and look millions and millions of miles into space. Then 
he added, “but when I lay it aside, go into my room, 
shut the door, and get down on my knees in earnest 
prayer, I see more of heaven and feel closer to the Lord 
than if I were assisted by all the telescopes on earth." 
Prayer connects us to the very heart of God.
    As we prepare to worship the Lord in our daily prayer lives we need to remem-
ber that God is always present with us. Prayer is worship and worship is the over-
flow of what God has done in our lives. So as we pray we should acknowledge 
His goodness and His presence we lift our prayers up to Him. 
    Sometimes when we pray it feels like we’re getting nowhere. So what we must 
remember is prayer is an exercise of faith (John 14:13, James 5:15). It requires 
steadfast confidence. But what so many people have made Christian prayer & 
worship about is an event we attend each Sunday instead of a lifestyle that we 
should embrace daily. Prayer is the lifestyle of a Christian. It’s the way Christians 
come into the presence of God and worship Him with their heart, soul, and lives. 
    Just a thought about Prayer, think about this. If I were to throw an anchor from 
a boat and catch hold of the shore and pull, do I pull the shore to myself, or do 
I pull myself to the shore? Prayer is not pulling God to me but it is pulling me 
closer to God. That’s what prayer is all about. It is getting me closer to God. So let 
us practice praying so we can all get closer to the Lord. And remember that prayer 
is wireless access to God no matter where you are.
                         
Words Of Wisdom:
• Prayer is the key of the morning and the bolt of the evening.  N/A
• To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without 
breathing. Martin Luther
• Prayer does not change God, but it changes him who prays. Soren Kierkegaard
• Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church; it is a goodly Christian 
weapon. Martin Luther
• When We start kneeling down, things start looking up. N/A
The Power of Prayer:
    There was a Christian lady who lived next door to an atheist. Every day, when 
the lady prayed, the atheist guy could hear her. He thought to himself, "She sure is 
crazy, praying all the time like that. Doesn't she know there isn't a God?"
    Many times while she was praying, he would go to her house and harass her, 
saying "Lady, why do you pray all the time? Don't you know there is no God?" 
But she kept on praying.
    One day, she ran out of groceries. As usual, she was praying to the Lord ex-
plaining her situation and thanking Him for what He was going to do.
    As usual, the atheist heard her praying and thought to himself. "Hmph . . .I'll fix 
her."
    He went to the grocery store, bought a whole bunch of groceries, took them to 
her house, dropped them off on the front porch, rang the doorbell, and then hid 
in the bushes to see what she would do. When she opened the door and saw the 
groceries, she began to praise the Lord with all her heart, jumping, singing, and 
shoutin' everywhere!  
    The atheist then jumped out of the bushes and told her, "You ol'crazy lady, God 
didn't buy you those groceries, I bought those groceries!"  
    Well, she broke out and started running down the street, shouting and praising 
the Lord. When he finally caught her, he asked what her problem was . . .  
    She said, "I knew the Lord would provide me with some groceries, but I didn't 
know he was going to make the devil pay for them!"

Steve Williams is the Pastor of Berry Chapel Baptist Church in Spruce Pine.

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness. Isaiah 41:10



                                                                                                                                                   October 2021 - Blue Ridge Christian News page  24www.brcnews.com

By Linda Heasley
Mitchell County

    Mountain Piecemakers 2021 opportunity quilt, is called "The Garden Club" by 
Smith Street Designs. This beautiful quilt is a combination of machine embroi-
dered applique, machine embroidery, and traditionally pieced blocks. There are 
17 embroidery designs within the quilt. The finished size is 82 by 102 inches. The 
entire quilt is custom 
quilted by a member of 
the Guild. Additional 
photos can be viewed 
on our website.
    You can purchase 
tickets at https://
mountainpiecemak-
ersquiltguild.org/
ticket-purchase/ or visit 
our website,  mountain-
piecemakersquiltguild.
org.  
    This beautiful quilt 
is on display at Fabrics 
in the Fray during 
September and at Quilt 
N Code shop during 
October. The drawing 
is near. You can buy 
tickets at either quilt 
shop or from a guild 
member.
    Proceeds from our opportunity quilt ticket sales go to purchase fabric and bat-
ting to make Hero Quilts for local veterans and to create Project Linus quilts for 
children in need. Each year we award 50 quilts to local veterans from Yancey, 
Mitchell, and Madison counties. This year's ceremony will be at 10 am on Veter-
ans Day at the Town Square in Burnsville. The drawing will be held at end of the 
Veterans Day celebration on Nov. 11, 2021. The quilt will be shipped if needed to 
the winner.
    You can also support our guild by buying key chains custom-made by members 
of our guild at Mountain Time on Main.    Mountain Piecemakers is a non-profit 
quilt guild and offers educational opportunities for those interested in quilting as 
well as community service projects.

By Chris Rathbone
Mitchell County

    The true church has a great challenge before her. The 
challenge isn’t much different than what God’s people 
have dealt with from the beginning. The challenge is 
how do we as God’s people navigate this ungodly world 
and stay true to our convictions as believers? This world, 
especially in the last few decades here in our nation, seems 
to have gone on a rampage when it comes to pressuring 
the church to compromise. The church is hated for its stand on the authority of 
the Scriptures, the exclusiveness of Christ as the only way of salvation, life in the 
womb, and same-sex marriage. While these aren’t the only issues the world ham-
mers on, these seem to be the ones that are attacked most in mainstream media 
and liberal governments. The call to not be offensive, to compromise for the sake 
of a so-called unity and inclusiveness, has increased exponentially especially in 
the last decade. Pressure on the church to give in and allow doctrines and theology 
that are contrary to the Scripture will only increase in these last days. Conserva-
tive Christians are ridiculed, ostracized, threatened, and in many cases perse-
cuted both verbally and sometimes physically by those who claim tolerance and 
acceptance. The sad part is, that many claim Christianity and association with the 
church who have given in to the pressure and are now proclaiming a false gospel 
that not only tolerates whatever sin is popular in the culture, but they have begun 
to promote it. There is no call to repentance, no call to be born again, no call to 
follow Jesus in the paths of righteousness. The goal of these false preachers and 
churches seems to be that they want acceptance in the world but could care less 
about being accepted by Christ or striving to follow His word.
    Daniel chapter 1 contains a perfect example of God’s people feeling the pres-
sure of compromise. The Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar had conquered Judah 
and Jerusalem. The people were carried away into captivity to a foreign land. The 
plan that the king had for Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah was to change 
them into Babylonians. They were given Babylonian names and put into Babylo-
nian schools to indoctrinate them to become Babylonians in identity, education, 
religion, etc. The goal was to get them to forsake the God of their fathers, their 
people, the one and only true God, and accept the false gods, culture, and prac-
tices of the Babylonians. Because of the educational background of Daniel and his 
friends, they were perfect candidates for this indoctrination. The plan was to feed 
them the food of a wicked culture, teach them in the educational system, and basi-
cally change their identity so that they will deny their Creator and accept the false 
gods of the world around them.
    Verse 8 of Daniel chapter 1, however, is a game-changer. The Bible says, “But 
Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of 
the kings meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”
    Daniel had made a decision beforehand that would affect the future. The phrase 
“purposed in his heart” means he had made up his mind. The end result was that 
because they stayed true to God they were blessed. Matter of fact, they were 
healthier and wiser than anyone else that had gone through the king's process of 
indoctrination. Ten times better in health and wisdom according to verse 20! 
    Now most of us are very familiar with the story of the fiery furnace and the den 
of lions from which God delivered these men. However, I believe that had they 
not taken a stand in chapter 1, they would never have been able to stand strong 
when faced with a fiery furnace or den of lions. 
    You see, today’s compromise is tomorrow’s weakness and failure. Truly, as we 
see the hate this world has for true Christians growing in these last days, it is more 
important than ever that we have a made-up mind. Every time we compromise 
and give in to this wicked world, it will make it easier to give in the next time. 
God strengthens his people when they choose faithfulness to Him. He honors our 
faithfulness with His faithfulness. When we stand strong today, trusting God to 
help us, it prepares us even more for when we need to stand strong the next time.
    Now more than ever church, we must stay the course!

Preacher Chris Rathbone serves as Pastor at Mine Creek Baptist Church.
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By Kate Groff
Mitchell County

    The Orchard at Altapass announced that it has been 
recognized by a TripAdvisor 2021 Travelers’ Choice 
award for Things to Do. “This award celebrates busi-
nesses that consistently deliver fantastic experiences 
to visitors, having earned great reviews on TripAdvi-
sor over the last 12 months. As challenging as the past 
year was, the Orchard stood out by continuously delighting visitors,” said Kanika 
Soni, Chief Commercial Officer at TripAdvisor.
    “We are so pleased to be recognized by TripAdvisor. The last year plus brought 
many unexpected changes and opportunities for the Orchard to reorganize and 
focus on its mission. We are encouraged by the reaction of our visitors and hope 
to continue protecting, preserving, and educating about our beautiful region, its 
lands, its history, and its peoples,” said Beth Hilton, executive director.
    “Congratulations to all the winners of the 2021 Travelers’ Choice Awards,” 
added Soni. “I know the past year has been extremely challenging for tourism 
businesses. The Travelers’ Choice Awards highlight the places that are consis-
tently excellent—navigating changing customer expectations and developing 
new ways of working. Based on a full year of reviews from customers, this award 
speaks to the great service and experience you provided guests amid a pandemic.” 

Kate Groff is the Programs Coordinator for the Toe River Arts Council.

In Memory of Joy Baldwin
Madison County

BY MY SIDE

Your beauty rises above the sun
Your greatness higher than the stars

All your glory reigns above
An awesome thing by far.

How can the mighty creator
Of the universe so vast

Hear me as I pray a prayer
Tis a mystery at last.

Thank You for Your blessings.
Sweet love continually

You had us in mind always
For the future, You could see.

Lord keep me near to You today
In Your shadow, I’ll abide.
I’ll sing Your praise forever

You’re a friend close by my side.

Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that 
believeth. Mark 9:23
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Addiction Through Christ

By Harietta Turner
Mitchell County

Valley of Tears

    As I'm swept away, in this Valley of Tears, 
feeling overwhelmed, by past regrets and future fears,

as the current tumbles and violently rages, 
I'm carried along, seemingly for ages,

constantly pulled under, by this armor I wear, 
which I dare not shed, while danger lurks near,

but I keep looking for beauty in this desolate place,
searching for a compassionate voice, or even a friendly face, 

always coming up empty, left gasping for breath, 
hoping for mercy, while praying for death.

   No, this isn't living, not within this time and space,
I'm merely existing, condemned to die in this place,

weeping over good, forever lost amid these wasted years,
crying out in frustration over injustice, then darkness nears,
as the valley walls press inward, for freedom my heart is ach-
ing, realizing this valley of tears is of my very own making.

Battered, broken, and weary, a means of salvation I seek,
"save yourself" they call out, but I know I'm too weak,
self-help won't break the entangling chains of my past,

I need a way out, a freedom that will forever last. 

Overwhelmed with remorse, for the wrongs I have done,
 I cry out to the Father and believe in the Son,

plucked from the depths, where I was drowning in despair,
a new creature is born, from soles of feet to tips of the hair,

self-imposed burdens have fallen away, a new path I now tread,
in the company of the living, no longer enslaved in the land of 

the dead.

Harrietta Turner lives in Spruce Pine.  She graduated from Tulane University 
School of Social Work.

    This poem is written by Charles Anthony Ball   #1291874  Nash C.I.  P.O. Box 600  
Nashville, NC  27856    a Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary prisoner graduat-
ing from the NC Field Ministers Program this December with a 4-year degree and will 
continue in the prison system ministering as a Chaplain in a prison or a similar position.

protectionplanning@charter.net
www. protectionplanningnc.com

Protection Planning Insurance LLC
Gary Prewitt Owner / Agent
Medicare Plans
Life Insurance
Long Term Care
Annuities

828-205-3308
P. O. Box 805
Drexel, N.C. 28619

By Beverly Williams
Mitchell County

    “For I Am About To Do Something New. See, I Have Already 
Begun! Do You Not See It? I Will Make A Pathway Through The 
Wilderness. I Will Create Rivers In The Dry Wasteland.”  Isaiah 
43:19
    Sitting here in the Never2scarred/ Hope House is a little over-
whelming. To just stop and think about my life six years ago was what I thought 
was hopeless. I was living a life of addiction for seventeen years. A life full of 
shame, guilt, discouragement, confusion, scared, fear, anxiety, failure, weak, not 
enough believing, I would always be this way and there was not any point of even 
living anymore. I was hopeless with no future. But you see God had other plans 
for my life. Jeremiah 29:11. After many years of believing the lies of the enemy 
I had enough and made plans of how I would end my life. But again Jeremiah 
29:11 so on February 7, 2016, as I was trying to carry out my plan for death I ran 
straight into the arms of God on Roan Mountain. It was on that very Mountain 
that I surrendered my life to God and was free from addiction.
     On October 19, 2016, God gave me a vision that one day I would be helping 
other ladies and telling them how to find true freedom. The freedom that I have 
found is only found in Jesus Christ alone. I am no longer hopeless but HOPEFUL 
and now living in God’s truths. I am forgiven, chosen, loved, and blessed beyond 
words. On August 20, 2019, God woke me up during the night and gave me the 
layout plan of this vision he had shared with me. Then on August 30, 2020, God 
allowed me to share my vision with Mitchell County Recovery Ministry. Over 
the past year, God has allowed me to speak on this vision around the surround-
ing counties and even state-wide. We have also had our first annual luncheon 
for women and our first Never2scarred motorcycle ride to raise funding for the 
ministry. On August 23, 2021, the board members signed the papers to take over 
a bed and breakfast house for our ministry. This was the very house God showed 
me was to be our first home back in October 2019. On September 1, 2021, we 
had a blessing and dedicated the HOPE HOUSE to the Lord. The plan is to have 
a Grand Opening on October 16, 2021, in celebration of what God has done to 
make this vision spread throughout Mitchell, Yancey, Avery, and other surround-
ing counties. We hope that we will be able to open our doors in 2021 to provide 
those ladies in need of personal care, spiritual love and to overcome the addiction 
that has taken over their minds, souls, and life. As director of this ministry pro-
gram, I am very excited to be a part of the plan to provide hope to many women 
within our area who have not had any hope for a very long time. 
    Because we are a 501c3 non-profit we need donations to help support this 
ministry Therefore I am available to come to speak to your church, organization, 
community outreach, school, etc. Volunteers will be a bigger part of the N2S 
Ministry. If you are interested in becoming a part of the N2S volunteer program 
the following are some of the needs we have:
• Teaching & Discipline women that their true self-worth is in Christ alone 
through Bible Studies
•Teaching women WHO LOVE is, How to show love and express love in a 
healthy way
• Teaching women how to have & make healthy relationships
• Teaching women how to take care of self, hygiene, healthy cooking, and clean-
ing… 
• Have One on One Christian Counseling
• Offer basic education skills classes…, how to get a job, pay bills, save money, 
social skills, and step study through Celebrate Recovery
    To be an approved volunteer at N2S, who will work with the ladies, you must 
attend our volunteer training, apply by submitting an application, and being ap-
proved by the board. Visitors can do services such as volunteering for an event 
host at the house with a church group without taking the training.  A visitor may 
be someone who is dropping by to deliver a donation, meal, or participating in an 
outing for the residence. 
    If you are an approved volunteer bringing a group of visitors into the house, 
please review the appropriate rules about dress, money, gifts, conversations, and 
so on, with your group before your visit.  A list of names of those attending will 
be needed before your visit. Contact Jessica Williams at 828-467-7243 for more 
information about volunteering or the ministry.

Beverly Williams is from Mitchell County. Lives in Bakersville with her two chil-
dren, Jaydin & Jett. Never2scarred Ministry/ Hope House Director and Celebrate 
Recovery Ministry Ladies Leader.
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By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County

    Psalms 23 says, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth 
me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.Thou 
preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.”
    Notice in verse 4 how it states, “Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death.” In Israel, I am told there is literally a place called “the Shadow 
of Death.” They say it is a steep, dark, and narrow canyon where the sun only 
reaches it when it is directly overhead. David may have led his sheep to this val-
ley.
    The Bible many times refers to bad times as valleys. We like the mountain tops, 
where we are walking in high cotton spiritually, but oftentimes we despair and 
complain when we must go through a valley. Your spiritual maturity is revealed in 
how you handle the bad times that come your way in life. One songwriter wrote, 
“If you can sing, when others say, there is no use of singing, then I know that you 
know my Savior.”
    Where there are mountains, it stands to reason there will be valleys. A person 
cannot always live on the mountain. Sooner or later, we must leave the mountain. 
When we descend from the mountain, many times we find ourselves in a valley (a 
low place in life).
    There are so many valleys in life through which we must pass. I am not going 
to attempt to list them all, but here are a few through which we must walk.
The Valley of Uncertainty
    We do not know what tomorrow holds. It may bring prosperity or poverty, 
health or sickness, triumphs or troubles, glad times or heartaches, peaceful times 
or troublesome times. In a time of uncertainty, it is best to not worry about tomor-
row. Christ addressed the problem of worry regarding tomorrow in Matthew 6.  
Jesus said in Matthew 6:34, “Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” He is telling us that we have enough problems to deal with every day 
without being consumed by the uncertainties of tomorrow. The Christian must live 
by faith in the Lord.
The Valley of Suffering
    We need to realize when we are called upon to suffer, that God is still on 
the throne and is aware of our circumstances. Satan cannot touch you without 
permission from Almighty God (example of Job). God did allow the Devil to 
bring trouble into Job’s life, but at the same time, God put restrictions on what He 
allowed Satan to do to Job. God will not allow more to happen to us than we can 
bear through His grace but will make a way of escape that we can bear whatever 
(1 Cor. 10:13). There is a danger of becoming faint and weak spiritually in our 
sufferings. The opposite should happen. We should submit to suffering knowing 
that it can make us stronger in our relationship to and fellowship with God. It 
should motivate us to look to the Lord and love Him more than ever before.
The Valley of Opposition
    One of the most difficult valleys to face in life is the opposition of others as you 
seek to serve the Lord. Satan will make sure there is opposition to what you are 
doing because he wants you to stop serving the Lord. As a young pastor, this is 
something I had a difficult time dealing with in my first ministry. You would think 
if you are serving the Lord with your whole heart that people would get in behind 
you and allow you to lead the flock of God.
   Christ, the perfect Son of God, although he was right in all he did and said, 
faced opposition from the time he entered into His public ministry. That hostil-
ity ended in the cruel, substitutionary death of Christ on the cross. If Jesus faced 
opposition in doing the Father’s will, how can we expect to avoid hostility as we 
obey God? We certainly are not better than our Savior; He was opposed and there 
will be those who will stand against us today. 
    When you find yourself in the Valley of Opposition, just remember the Lord 
has promised to fight your battles. I Samuel 17:47 says, “The battle is the Lord’s.” 
God will defend those who serve Him and obey Him.
The Valley of Bereavement
    One of the darkest valleys you will ever walkthrough will be the loss of a loved 
one or a very close friend. These bodies we are in are not designed to live forever 
as they are at present. The Bible says, “It is appointed unto man once to die…
”(Heb.9:27).
    I have seen many wives who have had to give up their husbands to death. There 
is a dark side to death in that it robs us of those we love, but if they know Christ 
as their Savior when it happens, they enter into a glorious, heavenly realm that is 
far beyond anything they ever imagined while on the earth. In that situation, what 
keeps us going is the fact there will be a glad reunion day somewhere in Heaven. 
We will know our loved ones in that wonderful place. One old song says, “Won’t 
it be wonderful there, having no burdens to bear, gloriously singing with heart 
bells all ringing, oh won’t it be wonderful there.” To aid us in our bereavement, 
God has given us the Comforter, the Holy Ghost (John 14:16).
The Valley of Misunderstanding
    One of the most heart-wrenching experiences in life is when someone misun-
derstands what we say or what our motives and intentions are. To misunderstand 
is to not understand someone or something correctly. None of us communicate 

perfectly. The way to avoid misunderstandings is to love one another. Romans 
12:10 says, “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor 
preferring one another.”
    Consider Proverbs 25:8-11: “Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not 
what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. Debate 
thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another: Lest 
he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away. A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”
    People need to work harder at having a clearer understanding of those around 
them. It would help us to have a “second-mile” mentality.  Matthew 5:41 intro-
duces us to that concept. It says, “And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, 
go with him twain.”
    Where there is misunderstanding there will be a misrepresentation. When some-
one misjudges your motives and your objectives, it is a difficult valley to walk 
through. We all want people to think well of us, but if someone does not under-
stand us, they may say things about us that are not accurate or true, thus damaging 
our standing in the eyes of others. Whatever you do, don’t rush in your evaluation 
of others. You may foster misunderstanding and cause much harm to someone 
else.
The Valley of the Shadow of Death
    Psalm 23:4 says, “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for thou art with me.” The lyrics of an old song say, “I don’t 
have to cross Jordan alone, Jesus died for my sins to atone. When the darkness I 
see, He’ll be waiting for me, I won’t have to cross Jordan alone.” When it comes 
time for the born-again child of God to die physically, he or she will not be alone. 
The psalmist was so assured of his eternal destiny that he said, “And I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.”
    A shadow may look ominous and threatening, but it has no capacity or power to 
do any harm at all. Death is like a shadow to the child of God, it does look threat-
ening, but it can do us no harm. It cannot interrupt or disengage our relationship 
with our Heavenly Father.
    None of us look forward to physical death, but when believers come to that 
time we can sing, “When I come to the river at the ending of the day when the last 
winds of sorrow have blown, there’ll be somebody waiting to show me the way, I 
won’t have to cross Jordan alone.”
    When you come to the valleys of life, the Lord Jesus is the Lily of the Valley. 
He will bring you through whatever you face.
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Solution on page 14

By Caron Cline
Burke County

    Summer has now slipped into Fall, bringing the cooler 
weather that we have anticipated for several months. Un-
fortunately, our world is still consumed with anxiety. This 
present situation reminds me of Jeremiah 8:20. “Harvest is 
past, summer is ended, and we are not saved’. The enemy 
of our soul has exploited the COVID 19 virus for his own 
purposes, rendering many believers powerless through his tactics of fear and op-
pression. By now, we were confident that this pandemic would be a thing of the 
past, but there seems to be no end in sight. Jesus said that the spirit is willing but 
the flesh is weak, growing continually weary as one disaster after another arises.  
Jesus explained the state of the world in the last days in Luke 21:10 and follow-
ing, “…Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there 
will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines; and there 
will be terrors and great signs from heaven”. Current events should be no surprise 
to the followers of Christ. Amid unfamiliar and terrifying situations, we must set 
our minds on the things above, not losing heart but being strengthened in faith. 
The mission of reconciling others to God through Christ will never be altered de-
spite the winds and waves that seek to capsize our vessels. Rather than cowering 
in fear, we are called to rescue those who are drowning in a sea of unbelief. The 
good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ is the only available lifeline that guaran-
tees eternal deliverance. 
    The second part of our mission is to bear the burdens of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines ‘bear’ as ‘suffer, endure, abide, 
tolerate, etc.’ If we bear one another’s burdens there will be some suffering in-
volved. The word that Paul used for ‘burdens’ here means ‘heavy burdens’, more 
than a person should carry alone. The law of Christ is to love one another; to put 
others’ interests before our own. We must never fall for the lie that we are above 
falling for a lie. Regardless of our spiritual maturity, the enemy has schemes de-
signed specifically for each believer, therefore, we must never consider ourselves 
too spiritual to be deceived. The purpose of remaining connected to a church fam-
ily is to strengthen and restore one another in the event of an enemy attack. Those 
who find themselves entangled in Satan’s deception should seek a godly brother or 
sister who can assist in repairing the damage, removing the debris, and restoring 
that one to full fellowship in the body of Christ. As we fulfill the law of love, it is 
imperative that we guard against burn-out, or losing heart. The phrase ‘lose heart’ 
was commonly used for the kind of fear and exhaustion a woman experiences 
during labor. During those hours, many women wonder if anything is worth such 
excruciating pain. However, once new life arrives, it’s a whole different story. The 
pain and exhaustion seem but a distant memory. Although our world seems to be 
unraveling, we must maintain our mission, dying to self and living only for the 
pleasure of our Lord. We must not grow wearing in doing good for we will reap a 
harvest. (Galatians 6:9-10) This global pandemic is no surprise to God nor does it 
alter His plans for planet Earth. The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 
May we answer the call to be workers in His harvest despite it all, echoing Paul’s 
words, ‘to live is Christ and to die is gain’!

Caron Cline is a follower of Jesus Christ who loves to teach the word of God.  
Her desire is to see every believer growing in the grace and knowledge of the 
Lord.

By Rev. Mark Creech

    Today is the first day since being diagnosed with 
COVID that I felt well enough to sit up and type 
out an update on my condition. But before writing 
anything, I want to thank so many of you who have 
communicated your concerns and promised to pray. 
Your prayers for my recovery mean so much, and I 
appear to be improving. Many thanks to those who 
also offered to help in tangible ways, such as provid-
ing groceries, running errands, etc. I am so thankful to God for so many beautiful 
people in my circle of life. 
    When I first announced that I tested positive, my symptoms were relatively 
mild, but that changed over time, with them getting increasingly worse. Although 
I was never hospitalized with COVID pneumonia, I have suffered tremendously. 
As I have told some friends, this disease, at my age, has busted me up. 
    Once I described it this way: It's like having a nasty case of the flu with relent-
less body aches, a stomach virus that causes you to vomit violently, a fever that 
spikes and falls with seemingly no pattern, and chills that make you shake like a 
leaf for hours on end. Like mononucleosis, you lose all energy. And that's not all 
you lose, as it was at least in my case, you lose control of your bowels so that you 
have to wear an adult diaper. When you do go to the bathroom, you can hardly 
stand or even sit to relieve yourself. Every night you wake up, your bedclothes 
and sheets are drenched with sweat.  Like pneumonia, you have a hacking cough 
that torments you. Do you think I exaggerate? Think again! I have had each of 
these ailments. This disease is, I believe, a killer. And if you don't die from it, as it 
appears at this point that I won't, you will wish you were dead when enduring its 
affliction. 
    This has been my own experience. Moreover, I haven't even begun to tell you 
how my wife, Kim, has also suffered. She has had COVID, too, right alongside 
me. She seems a few days behind me in symptoms, and hers have been mild 
compared to mine. She is feeling better, but she is still struggling. I will always be 
grateful for how she has sought to serve me in her own time of weakness. 
    A colleague recently asked me if I had been vaccinated before contracting 
COVID. My answer: No. Some would ask me now if I would recommend the 
vaccine. 
    Before I contracted COVID, I was neither anti-vaccine nor pro-vaccine. Quite 
frankly, this situation has been so politicized, I think it's extremely difficult to 
know the truth about it. I'm sorry if some of you are disappointed in me that I 
haven't been more definitive. Nevertheless, my position remains that it should be 
up to the individual, and vaccines should not be mandated. I could have died from 
COVID, and if it weren't for the prayers of so many friends, I probably would 
have died. So, I believe I have some authority in saying, freedom is more precious 
than life itself. I fear if we don't demonstrate we believe this in times of trial, then 
liberty is apt to be lost. 
    I have noted on Facebook that others have announced they have COVID. 
Rep. Keith Kidwell (R-Beaufort) has had it, and his wife has had it too. She was 
recently released from the hospital but has had to be readmitted. Please pray ear-
nestly for the people that you learn have COVID. Pray for each one as earnestly 
as you did for me. 
    Finally, let me say one more thing. In a moment as I have experienced with 
COVID, I have seen something I already knew in my heart: When you are re-
duced to your essence, if Jesus is not there, you are left empty. If Jesus is there – if 
he is your Savior – you still have everything you need – plus the promise of eter-
nal life. There is nothing that the believer can lose in this life, loved one, health, 
etc., even life itself, that Jesus will not restore at the Resurrection. 
    I don't know how long it will be before I can return to work. But I will thank 
you for generously supporting the Christian Action League in my absence.

Reverend Dr. Mark Creech is Executive Director of the NC Christian Action 
League. You may contact him at rev.markcreech@christianactionleague.org or 
919-787-0606
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Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
2 Corinthians 3:17

By Will Graham 

Bible Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19, NKJV
    For those of us who call the United States home, we have—for the most part—
lived a life of religious freedom. We have not had to fear for our health or our fam-
ily as we have worshiped our Savior.
    This is not the case in other areas of the world. I’ve met a pastor in India whose 
skin is scarred from an acid attack. In Nigeria, Christians are regularly killed for 
their faith. In some parts of the Middle East, you can be murdered by your own 
family if you profess Christ.
    In some ways, even the freedom of religion in our country feels like it is slipping 
away, as “cancel culture” seems to take ever-greater precedence over the First 
Amendment.
    Some might debate me on this, but it certainly feels like we’re entering a new 
era in the United States, where there will be a cost to following Jesus.
    This is nothing new, of course. Approximately 2,000 years ago, shortly after 
Jesus physically walked the roads of Jerusalem, Christians were already suffering 
for His name.
    In 1 Peter 4:12-19, we are told how we should respond when the world attacks 
us for our faith.
    As Christians, we must expect suffering (v. 12). Peter advises us to expect and 
anticipate suffering. It is unavoidable.
    We occasionally act like we should get a free pass because we’re Christians—
even questioning God’s goodness when bad things happen—but God promised that 
difficulties would come our way.
    In John 16:33, Jesus says, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace. In the world, you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world.”
    If God promised us that we’re going to go through hard times, we shouldn’t be 
surprised when it happens.
    We can rejoice when we go through trials (vv. 13-14). It sounds odd to say we 
can rejoice during suffering, but there are several reasons why we should:
1. First, we can rejoice because when we suffer we are identified with Christ. This 
is exactly what the disciples did in Acts 5:41: “So they departed from the presence 
of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His 
name.”
2. Second, we can rejoice because we share in God’s glory. Just as we suffer with 
Him, we will also share in God’s glory when He returns in the near future.
3. Finally, we can rejoice because when we are reviled, insulted, persecuted, or 
mocked, God’s Spirit will rest on us.
    Our suffering will be a result of following Christ (vv. 15-16). We often want 
to play the victim and claim we are being attacked when we’ve actually brought 
the suffering onto ourselves by our own actions (and it has nothing to do with our 
faith).
    There are consequences for our sin. If you are a thief or a gossip, you brought 
the punishment upon yourself.
    Peter makes it clear that we should not suffer in that way, because—as followers 
of Christ—we should live a life set apart for Him. Rather, we will suffer the wrath 
of the world because of our faith.
    We should glorify God in our suffering (vv. 16-18). We are not to be ashamed if 
we suffer for Christ. Rather, Peter instructs us to glorify God instead.
    Why? Because the suffering we endure on this earth in our service to Christ 
pales in comparison to the hope of eternity that awaits us in Heaven. On the other 
hand, “those who do not obey the gospel of God” must still face eternal judgment.
    The passage is summed up in 1 Peter 4:19, which says, “Therefore let those who 
suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a 
faithful Creator.”
    We are not promised an easy and carefree life as followers of Jesus. Rather, we 
are promised that we will experience a “fiery trial;” maybe several trials.
    There is a cost to following Jesus, which Peter knew well.
    How will you respond when this happens? Will you become angry with God, 
turning away from Him? Or will you run towards your heavenly Father, finding 
peace, understanding, and—as unlikely as it sounds—rejoicing amid the fire?
    We will face pain in this life, especially as followers of Jesus, but the eternal 
reward far outweighs the momentary sorrows.
    Are you sure of your eternal reward? Turn back to Christ today.
Scripture Reference: 1 Peter 4:12-19
    “12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened to you; 
    13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His 
glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 
    14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part 
He is glorified. 
    15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody 
in other people’s matters. 
    16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glo-
rify God in this matter.
   17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it be-
gins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
    18 Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the 
sinner appear?”
    19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls 
to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.”
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By Rev. John B. Sorensen

    Dr. D. James Kennedy, the founder of Evangelism Explo-
sion, once said to me, “John, stories are like windows. They 
allow people to see what you’re talking about and truly 
understand!” I love that definition.
    Stories can help us share the Gospel too. And one of the 
most powerful forms of storytelling is our personal testimo-
ny—stories about how God saved us and how He is working in our lives. These 
stories encourage others and can communicate deep spiritual truths.
    Study the way Jesus told stories. Then think about your own story. Write it out 
and practice sharing it so you will be ready. Then look for opportunities to share 
it. 
    Keep it short. Jesus didn’t spend hours explaining every detail of a story. He 
shared what was necessary to get His point across. He kept it brief. I’ve found that 
shorter testimonies, no longer than two or three minutes long, work the best. They 
keep your listener interested, engaged, and wanting more. 
    Identify with others. Jesus told stories about situations His listeners could easily 
understand. He spoke about farming, giving coins in the synagogue, and various 
Jewish traditions. Not everyone we speak with needs to hear our entire life story. 
Sharing it would take too much time. Pick a story from your walk with God that 
relates to what your listener is going through. With one person, you may share 
how you got saved. With another, you may share a story about how God provided 
for you in a difficult situation. Listen carefully to other people when they talk to 
you. They will provide clues to the kind of encouragement they need to hear. 
    Avoid Christian jargon. Even though Jesus’ parables revealed deep spiritual 
truths, He kept them simple. The language was clear and understandable. We must 
remember that not everyone we speak with has a church background. They may 
not understand Christian phrases like “born again” or “sanctification.” Keep your 
language simple and relatable. Your God story has the opportunity to draw them 
to Jesus. Don’t confuse them with words or phrases that need further explanation. 
    Focus on God’s faithfulness. Jesus emphasized the positive. His stories ended 
with a challenge to approach life differently. They invited change. Likewise, if we 
emphasize our sinful nature and all of the horrors of our past life, we have missed 
the point. We are sharing about God’s faithfulness and the hope of salvation. 
Briefly summarize your life before Christ, but focus on how you came to know 
Him and the change He has made in your life. This naturally invites a response 
from your listener.
    Our stories can be powerful. They contain our personal experience with a living 
God and can entice others to want to experience that power too. Consider how 
you can incorporate your own God stories as you share the Gospel with others.  If 
you’d like help in developing your testimony, check out our free testimony-build-
ing tool at WhatsMyStory.org.

Rev. John B. Sorensen, D.D. is the President/CEO of Evangelism Explosion Inter-
national, headquartered in Arden, N.C. EE has been a leader in equipping Chris-
tians to share their faith for more than 50 years. For more free tips and resources, 
visit evangelismexplosion.org. 

By Glenda Ward
McDowell County

    “Jesus, are my prayers hitting the ceiling and crashing back to 
the floor?”
    “Father, am I praying wrong?”
    “Father, I would pray more if I knew how to pray.” Do these questions and 
statements sound familiar?
    The prayer God always answers is “the Lord’s Prayer”. Prayer is all wrapped 
in love. Prayer is a place where we find God waiting for us. Prayer is the door we 
enter to discover God’s heart of unending grace. Prayer is home. Prayer is coming 
into the presence of our Heavenly Father as a child would come to a parent safe 
and secure in their love to talk about things in their life; looking for hope, direc-
tion and guidance. Prayer is a precious gift. We can come into the presence of 
God for security in what we need. Prayer is a Holy longing to know God more, to 
experience His love that surpasses all understanding. Prayer is to be embraced by 
His merciful presence. Prayer is to lose ourselves in His redeeming purposes so 
we can find ourselves. Prayer is a sacred journey that guides us into becoming the 
person God has called us to become.
    God sets the standard for morality. He is a God of mercy and justice who cares 
personally for each of His followers. Our Holy God expects us to imitate Him by 
following His high moral standards. Like Him, we should be both merciful and 
just; like Him, we should sacrifice ourselves for others. Peter tells us to be like our 
Heavenly Father – Holy in everything we do. Holiness is being totally devoted to 
God, set aside for His special use, and set apart from sin and its influence. We are 
to be set apart and different and what makes us different are God’s qualities in our 
lives. Our focus and priorities must be His. Grace, peace, and holiness is ours in 
abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. Stay in tune with 
God in your sacred journey through continuous prayer. 
    The whole prayer is love. Jesus longs to teach us how to pray so we can be lost 
in His love. Prayer is more than just talking to God. It is the art of learning and 
listening. The more we immerse ourselves in reading the Bible, the better our ears 
attune to the voice of God. Prayer is more than just asking God for things. Jesus 
said God already knows what we need (Matthew 6:25-32). “But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly” 
(Matthew 6:6). Jesus encourages persistent prayer offered with a sincere heart. 
Jesus provided a model prayer to His disciples (and for us) to be imitated and du-
plicated. In prayer, we should pray for God’s work in the world, pray for our daily 
needs, and pray for help in our daily struggles. Prayer is Holy and we can honor 
God’s name by being careful to use it respectfully in remembering His Great Holi-
ness. We can never pray too much if our prayers are honest and sincere.
    The prayer, “the Lord’s Prayer” that Jesus gave to His disciples as a model 
prayer can be found in Matthew chapter 6, verses 9 – 13; “After this manner there-
fore pray ye:” “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter chapter 1 
verse 16).

Glenda Ward is a member of Grand View Baptist Church in McDowell County.  
She is the mother of five grown children.  Glenda is a Christian writer/author of 
“Something to Think About” – weekly Christian Articles. She writes Church Pro-
grams & Bulletins, VBS Material, Christmas and Easter Programs; all material 
based on the KJV of the Bible. Also testing the field in tributes, individual memo-
rial writings, etc.
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By Dan Qurollo
Burke County

    To whom or to what do you run first when trouble or 
fear presents itself? Your first instinct may be to flee to a 
particular location that serves as a safe place for you. It 
may be to reach out to a friend on whom you know you 
can count. Regardless of what or who it is, your natural 
instinct when faced with these types of situations reveals 
much about your spiritual life.
    As a young teenage boy, David was anointed by Samuel to be the next king of 
Israel. When Samuel first appeared at David’s home, his father proudly showcased all 
his boys while forgetting about David. Little did Jesse know that David would argu-
ably be the greatest human king Israel has ever had; he certainly did not know that 
David would be the one through whom the Messiah would be promised to Israel.
    But the journey to the throne was anything but easy for David. For quite some 
time, David found himself fleeing from a jealous king named Saul. Saul would stop at 
nothing short of killing David, even employing several thousand troops to aid in his 
jealous rampage. Consequently, David found himself constantly fleeing the presence 
of Saul and those seeking to harm him.
    Yet it was during these times or as a result of these times that he penned many of the 
psalms that so many love today. David illustrates the necessity of fleeing first to God. 
Through the hardship that David was experiencing, David came to know God more 
personally. This did not occur accidentally; David came to know God more because 
David made a conscious decision to turn to Him first. Notice what he came to learn 
about God as expressed in Psalm 18:1-3 where he wrote, “I will love thee, O LORD, 
my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my 
strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high 
tower. 3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved 
from mine enemies.”  David resolved in Psalm 61:2, “From the end of the earth will I 
cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than 
I.”
    I challenge you to find your comfort in God first. David learned this from personal 
experience and urged subsequent believers, “Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour 
out your heart before him” (Psalm 62:8). When faced with trouble or fear, “pour out 
your heart before him.” Those who do so will discover His open and loving arms; 
those who do so will experience a “perfect peace” because their mind has stayed on 
Him (Isaiah 26:3). Make the conscious decision to turn to God first.

Pastor Dan Qurollo is pastor Morganton Baptist Church.  Check us out on our 
website www.morgantonbaptist.net or find us on Facebook and YouTube.
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North Carolina’s governor, Roy Cooper, continues to veto common-sense legislation that, in my opinion, could make the lives of North 
Carolinians even better. Sadly for our state, on September 10, he vetoed two more critically important bills.
	 Last	summer,	the	City	of	Raleigh’s	downtown	suffered	severe	property	damage	when	a	peaceful	protest	was	overtaken	by	
thugs bent on destroying any property they could. The Raleigh police department was instructed by Raleigh’s mayor to “stand in place” 
and let the destruction occur. Governor Cooper declined to intervene to stop the destruction. In response, the North Carolina House 
and Senate recently passed An Act to Prevent Rioting and Civil Disorder. Under current law, the only recourse for owners of damaged, 
burned, and stolen property was to hope that criminal charges would be brought against rioters. If no criminal charges are brought by 
area	law	enforcement,	property	owners	had	no	effective	recourse.	Moreover,	under	current	law,	rioters,	if	detained	at	all,	are	readily	
let go into the community to perhaps resume their destructive conduct and allowed to escape any accountability for their conduct. The 
new legislation, had Roy Cooper not vetoed it, would have sought to remedy these concerns by providing property owners with other 
options for achieving remuneration for damages and would have required longer detention and bonds for those arrested during the riot.  
The	legislation	made	clear	that	peaceful	rights	of	assembly	and	protest	were	to	be	protected.		In	effect,	Governor	Cooper	has	allied	
himself	with	those	who	use	violence	in	an	effort	to	achieve	their	political	goals.
 Also, the North Carolina House and Senate passed a second law, the Ensuring Dignity, and Nondiscrimination in our Schools 
Act. The bill demonstrated the General Assembly’s intent that our schools recognize the equality and rights of all persons. The bill 
would have prohibited public schools from promoting concepts contrary to the equality and rights of all persons.  As you are likely 
aware, the indoctrination of our children is well underway in our nation and some of our own state schools with the belief that all white 
people are and forever will be racists, and that black people have been and always will be victims of white racism.  This is most often 
known as Critical Race Theory (CRT).  The vetoed legislation was designed to promote honest teaching and discussion of all aspects 
of	our	nation’s,	and	state’s	history	while	guarding	against	the	introduction	of	racism	into	our	schools	under	the	guise	of	fighting	rac-
ism.  CRT turns reasoned dialogue on its head in favor of seeking to force-feed our students with an ideology championed by Governor 
Cooper and his political allies.   Had the governor signed the bill, he could have helped our children instead understand that all persons 
should be seen as created equal and with inalienable rights endowed by God.

				Last	month,	Lt.	Gov.	Mark	Robinson	released	a	report	from	the	Fairness	and	Accountability	in	the	
Classroom	for	Teachers	and	Students	(FACTS)	task	force.	That	report	was	aimed	at	finding	exam-
ples of indoctrination in our public schools across the state. What they found was that critical race 
theory (CRT) – which teaches adherents to view everything and everybody through the lens of race 

and power – was being taught in classrooms all over North Carolina. 
    Essentially, a curriculum that includes CRT teaches that "the only remedy to past discrimination is present discrimination." This 
concept	is	also	referred	to	as	“anti-racism”	by	its	proponents.		For	example,	the	N.C.	Governor's	School	showed	students	a	picture	of	
a white male and said he is the "prince of privilege." A seventh-grade teacher in Asheville reportedly told a student he was wrong for 
submitting	an	assignment	asserting	merit	matters	more	than	skin	color	or	sex.	A	Wake	County	Public	School	System	document	report-
edly	lists	the	phrase	"we're	just	one	human	family"	as	an	example	of	"covert	white	supremacy."
    I think we can all agree that students should be taught about North Carolina’s racial past and all of its ugliness, including the in-
justice	of	slavery,	the	Wilmington	riots,	and	the	Jim	Crow	era.	But	it	is	appalling	that	urging	students	to	employ	discrimination	as	a	
remedy to perceived racism is actively being taught by teachers in our classrooms. 
    As a result, the North Carolina General Assembly passed HB 324 – Ensuring Dignity & Nondiscrimination/Schools. The bill simply 
prohibits	public	schools	from	compelling	students	"to	affirm	or	profess	belief	in"	several	discriminatory	concepts,	including:
•	That	one	race	or	sex	is	inherently	superior	to	another	race	or	sex;
•	An	individual,	solely	by	virtue	of	his	or	her	race	or	sex,	is	inherently	racist,	sexist,	or	oppressive;
•	An	individual	should	be	discriminated	against	or	receive	adverse	treatment	solely	or	partly	because	of	his	or	her	race	or	sex;
•	A	meritocracy	is	inherently	racist	or	sexist;
•	Particular	character	traits,	values,	moral	or	ethical	codes,	privileges,	or	beliefs	should	be	ascribed	to	a	race	or	sex,	or	to	an	individual	
because	of	the	individual's	race	or	sex.
    This bill was praised by two national publications. In The Atlantic, writing about proposed laws dealing with indoctrination around 
the	country,	Conor	Friedersdorf	put	forth:	“perhaps	none	was	more	carefully	written	than	the	one	in	North	Carolina.”	Neil	Shevi	and	
Pat	Sawyer,	writing	in	The	Federalist,	stated:	"Every	state	in	America	should	copy	this	bill	banning	racist	indoctrination	in	schools."
    However, here in our state, not a single Democrat in the Senate or House voted for the bill and when it came across Governor Roy 
Cooper’s desk, he vetoed it.
				Senate	Leader	Phil	Berger	said	it	best:	“It’s	perplexing	that	Gov.	Cooper	would	veto	a	bill	that	affirms	the	public	school	system’s	
role	to	teach	students	the	full	truth	about	our	state’s	sometimes	ugly	past.	His	invented	excuse	is	so	plainly	refuted	by	the	text	of	the	
bill that I question whether he even read it. Democrats’ choice to oppose a bill saying schools can’t force kids to believe one race is 
superior	to	another	really	shows	how	far	off	the	rails	the	mainstream	Democratic	Party	has	gone.”
    That now brings Gov. Cooper’s total number of vetoes to 63 – about 68% of all the vetoes issued by North Carolina governors – and 
leaves	the	majority	of	North	Carolinians	scratching	their	heads.
    As always, please share your thoughts with me on these or other issues related to the state government by emailing me at ralph.
hise@ncleg.net or calling me at 919-733-3460.

				Believe	it	or	not	–	and	despite	what	the	thermometer	says	today	–	we	are	entering	the	first	days	of	fall,	and	cooler	days	are	on	the	
horizon.	While	the	days	may	cool	down,	many	of	our	schedules	–	including	mine	–	are	just	now	heating	up.	
				September	and	October	mean	that	fair	season	is	kicking	into	high	gear.	On	August	16,	I	attended	my	first	local	fair	as	Labor	Com-
missioner	–	the	Drexel	Community	Fair.	As	part	of	my	visit,	I	officially	signed	our	three-year	safety	partnership	agreement	between	
NCDOL	and	the	Drexel	Fair.	As	of	today,	at	least	a	dozen	local	fairs	have	agreed	to	partner	with	us	through	this	agreement.	By	signing,	
NCDOL	and	the	participating	fairs	agree	to	take	extra	safety	measures	that	will	enhance	patron	safety	on	the	midway.	Since	August,	
I’ve	also	visited	the	Iredell	County	Fair,	the	Mountain	State	Fair,	and	the	Pitt	County	Fair.	A	big	thanks	to	Tommy	Petty,	Joey	Hazel-
rigg, and all our Elevator and Amusement Device Inspectors who work tirelessly this time of year to make sure those rides are ready for 
patrons! 
    Safety awards season is now fully underway. Over the past few weeks, I have attended more than a dozen banquets across the state, 
with many more scheduled during October. The Safety Awards program dates back to 1946, and this year we are presenting awards to 
more	than	2,600	worksites.	This	is	my	first	time	attending	these	banquets	and	I	am	heartened	to	see	the	enthusiasm	for	workplace	safety	
demonstrated by the company representatives who receive awards. These companies are serious about their commitment to safety, and 
they	take	great	pride	in	attending	the	banquets.	I’m	thankful	to	witness	the	excitement	at	these	banquets,	as	I	believe	it	validates	the	
work of our entire Occupational Safety and Health Division. 
				The	Mine	Safety	and	Health	Conference	was	held	September	8	–	10	in	Cherokee.	I	was	glad	for	the	opportunity	to	spend	time	with	
William	Gerringer,	Bureau	Chief,	our	Mine	Safety	and	Health	Representatives,	and	others	in	the	industry.	I	also	attended	the	Carolina	
Star	Conference	on	September	17	in	Greensboro.		LaMont	Smith	and	the	Star	Board	put	on	a	great	event!	After	a	year	missed	due	to	the	
pandemic, both conferences served as a well-deserved reunion. 
				Enjoy	the	upcoming	fall	weather,	whether	that	means	taking	a	last-minute	beach	vacation	or	tuning	in	to	some	college	football.	Be-
fore you know it, we’ll be pulling out those sweaters and watching the leaves change. 
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Sen. Warren Daniel
Warren.Daniel@ncleg.net

919-715-7823

Rep. Madison Cawthorn
828-808-2148

God Bless AmericaGod Bless America

    The character of our community is demonstrated in times of trial and hardship. When 
floodwaters ripped through our community weeks ago, they devastated homes, busi-
nesses, neighborhoods, and families. The enormous devastation was compounded by the 
heartbreaking loss of life. In one of our district’s darkest moments, our community came 
together and began to rebuild.
    Volunteers flocked the area, distributing food, water, and resources to the hardest-hit ar-
eas. Many gave up their own homes so others could have a roof over their head. Through 
my conversations with pastors, local officials, community leaders, and constituents, the 
common theme was clear: Western North Carolina is stronger than ever before.
    When I spoke with Governor Cooper that morning of the flood, I urged him to issue an 
emergency disaster declaration on the state level, which he did. Additionally, I urged him 
to request a federal major disaster declaration for Western North Carolina. This process 
occurred slower than desired. Nevertheless, Governor Cooper finally made the request, 
and federal officials began surveying the damage and assessing the appropriate federal 
response.
    Today, I'm proud to announce that Major Disaster Declaration 4617-DR has been ap-
proved for the State of North Carolina following Tropical Storm Fred.
   The declaration provides Individual Assistance for Buncombe, Haywood, and Transylva-
nia Counties and Public Assistance for Avery, Buncombe, Haywood, Madison, Transylva-
nia, Watauga, and Yancey Counties. All areas in the State of North Carolina are eligible for 
assistance under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.
    Constituents can call 800-621-3362 or visit disasterassistance.gov to apply for federal 
assistance. Those seeking help with assistance can contact my office at (202) 225-6401 or 
(828) 435-7310.
    Our district is strong and resilient – let’s rebuild together.

    Fall is upon us. My wife and I are certainly enjoying the cooler weather and we are beginning to see the beauty of autumn colors ap-
pearing on the trees. 
    This month, I wanted to highlight three important bills.  Two have already been signed into law and one is nearing the final stage of 
the legislative process.  These 3 bills protect the rights of patients and long-term care residents to receive family and religious visitors 
during declared emergencies, like the COVID-19 pandemic.  The first, HB 351, known as Clifford’s Law, ensures that nursing home 
and long-term care residents are allowed a visitor at least twice per month during declared disasters and emergencies. It is named for 
long-term nursing home resident Clifford Jernigan. His sister, who had visited him each week for 40 years, lost her visitation privileges 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. Clifford’s mental and physical health saw a severe decline because of the lack of visitation and socializa-
tion that he received during the pandemic. 
    The second bill, HB 447, known as Jeff Rieg’s Law, guarantees the right of patients to have a clergy member of their choice visit 
them while in the hospital. It is named after Jeff Rieg, who spent his final days in a Greenville, NC hospital after being hit by a car. Due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, his family and pastor were restricted from visiting him. With the assistance of his local state Senator, the 
hospital ultimately allowed the family and a pastor to visit him before he died.  
    Finally, SB 191, the No Patient Left Alone Act, is nearing completion by the General Assembly and should be on the Governor’s 
desk by early October.  This bill requires all hospitals, nursing homes, adult care homes, and hospice homes to follow all federal rules 
and regulations and patient rights guidelines regarding patient visitation rights or face financial penalties.  The bill is currently being 
finalized by a House and Senate conference committee and is awaiting a vote in both chambers.
    Once all three of these bills become law, they will be a great benefit to hospital patients and adult care/nursing home residents whose 
health and well-being depend on the freedom to stay connected to their family, friends, and religious leaders.  Over the past eighteen 
months, our office has heard many heart-wrenching stories of people being isolated from their families in these medical settings, some 
of whom died alone with no one at their bedside.  This is completely unacceptable and is why I have committed to seeing all of these 
bills pass into law.       
    As always, thank you for allowing me to represent you in the NC Senate.  If my office can ever be of assistance, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out. 
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1276 Burkemont Ave.
Morganton, NC 28655
claytonmorganton.com

By Christy Young
Mitchell County

    We all struggle daily to have a sense of belonging.  Lately, 
my struggle has been knowing that my two boys have peace, 
contentment, and self-worth.  As a mother, you hope that 
your children are safe, secure, and accepted.  Unfortunately, 
that is not always the case.  As the coming of the Lord draws near, the world 
continues to become more evil and defiant of the Bible’s teachings.  The world 
is turning against those of great faith and testing us.  COVID has completely 
changed the world we live in.  But I am so very thankful that I do not belong to 
this world.  I Belong to God!  My husband, my boys belong to God!  But what 
does it really mean to belong to God?  Romans 14:7-8 says, “For none of us lives 
for himself.  If we live, we live for the Lord.  Therefore, whether we live or die, we 
belong to the Lord.”  To live for the Lord???  We as humans are selfish creatures.  
We are often fueled by our selfish ambitions and pride.  Our feelings often consist 
of guilt, fear, pride, and resentment.  Living in our flesh causes us to exhibit these 
traits rather than those that are Christ-like.  Paul teaches us in the Bible that we 
must die daily to our flesh (1 Corinthians 15:31: “I protest by your rejoicing 
which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily”).  Belonging to God means that 
we must adhere to His agenda.  When I follow His agenda, I am fulfilled.  It gives 
me purpose, encouragement, and assurance.  Submitting to God with obedience 
changes our plans, desires, and thoughts.  I realize that the only good that dwells 
within me is Christ Jesus.  I must remind myself daily that I belong to Him and 
He has great plans for me.  My prayer is that He will direct my path and convict 
me of my wrongdoing.  Not only do I pray these things for me, but also for my 
children.  I’m so very thankful that both my boys have accepted Jesus as their 
personal Savior.  My greatest hope is that they will be obedient in following God’s 
will in their lives.  Being a light unto this world and be bold in their faith.  Liv-
ing a life that is pleasing to God comes at a cost.  We are not always going to be 
accepted or liked.  But at the end of the day, if we have conducted ourselves in a 
manner that is pleasing to God, then we have succeeded!  I know that we are in a 
battle, but as believers, we have already won.  The Victory Is His (Christ Jesus).  
Ask yourself To Whom Do I Belong?  Do your actions demonstrate a relationship 
with God?  If not, He is waiting for you to submit.  He loves you, forgives you, 
and wants a relationship with you.  I often remind myself that I belong to the King 
of Kings and that’s the only acceptance I need.

Christy Young is the blessed wife of Chris Young and proud mother of Hunter and 
Holden.  She is a life-long resident of Mitchell County, works at Mitchell County 
Finance Office, and is a member of Bear Creek Baptist Church.

By Nancy Malik
Avery County
 
    Fall is here in the high country and with it a time of reflection 
as we look to October 31, Holy Eve.  The traditions of America 
changed for this Holy Day when the potato famine in Ireland 
created a mass exodus to America.  The Irish brought a new 
look at Holy Eve into a different type of celebration, including 
tricks and treats. For over 200 years America has celebrated 
the Irish way of Holy Eve, with the name Halloween creating an image of costumes, 
parties, trick o treating, and other celebrations.  
    But what happened on October 31, 1517?   A priest named Martin Luther wrote out 
95 questions about what the church of the time, the Catholic Church, was doing and 
why these things that were not in the Bible had to be done?  This created the Refor-
mation.  When Martin appeared before the priests of Germany and then the Pope in 
Italy, it caused a firestorm.  The church expected people to pay money to it to keep 
their loved ones out of hell.  Money and power to the clergy had kept the dark ages 
for many centuries.  But with those questions to the church being asked and Martin 
having to go through many trials and hard times, the truth eventually rang out!  These 
tenets, payments, and non-biblical traditions being forced upon the people were a deep 
burden.  As Martin kept up asking “why” these non-biblical traditions had to continue 
creating a hierarchy that wanted to keep everything the way it had been for centuries 
and those who were awakened by Martin’s questions wanted Biblical answers!
    Because of this powerful man of God, it changed the world.  Many people died be-
cause of taking a stand for freedom of religion.  A group of 100 very strong Christians 
hired a boat called The Mayflower that sailed from England and landed at Plymouth 
Rock and created a nation based on the word of God!  Native Americans were very 
involved in helping them live through their first winter.  A place where believing the 
Bible and following its tenets gave them the freedom to follow the Lord freely.  There 
were obstacles to come.  America becoming a free nation included a war that caused 
many to die so that we could have that freedom to take Martin’s lead and follow God, 
not man.
    So as you celebrate Holy Eve this month, realize that God had a plan and a purpose 
for this country.  The land of the free and the brave because of a man named Martin, 
one Holy Eve night.  
    Hope all is well in Spruce Pine.  Avery County has had a powerful revival with 
many young people going forward!  May there be many more of these in the High 
Country!
Nancy Malik has lived 3 years in Avery County.  She is a member of Heaton 
Christian Church.  She has taught creations science to children for many years.  
She has a radio program, entitled Adventures in Creation M – F, 8:10 am, and 
12:50 pm on Glory 1130 am radio.



                                                                                                                                                    October 2021 - Blue Ridge Christian News page  35www.brcnews.com

44 Worley Road
Marion, NC 28752
(828) 559-9014
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4X4
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NEW 2021 Jeep Grand 
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3.6 V6 Engine

Adaptive Cruise

GREAT DEAL at $44,009!

“Where nails and seeds are still sold by the pound, and 
thank-you’s are given by the bushel.”

110 Estatoa Ave.
Newland, NC
828-733-0408

Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook

And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that 
both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. John 4:36

By Christy Lowman
Burke County

    Do you remember my pet cow Violet, also known as Big 
Girl? She is here to give us something to think about. What 
do you notice about the picture? Not a whole lot going on 
maybe…Looks like a regular day on the farm….Just an ordi-
nary picture….perhaps.
    What I have learned from Violet is that she enjoys the simple things in life. She 
is super happy to receive her first bale of hay of the season. She did a happy dance 
when it came through the gate on the back of the tractor. She rubbed on it and got 
a little crazy like cats do with catnip. But at the same time, she would still be just 
as content if she had not received it at all. She would just groom the pasture, eat-
ing fresh grass instead.
    Would you be happy to eat dried grass? I know I would not.
    What I think Violet is really trying to tell us is to be happy every day and mo-
ment. There is always someone who has a worse life or going through a worse 
situation than us.
    For instance, Violet could be mad that her pasture is only a half of an acre, 
unlike the neighbor’s cows who have several to graze. Instead, she is happy with 
what she has because some cows 
never get to leave a barn stall in 
their short life span. 
    She could be sad that she 
doesn’t belong to a herd of cattle. 
Instead, she is content with spend-
ing time with her best friend Ruby 
and the tiny birdies she walks 
around and eats with. 
    Most importantly, she could 
have to worry about her future but 
instead, she is blessed and beyond happy to be an ordinary yard cow. Shhhh…she 
still thinks she is a dog so don’t tell her the truth!
    When I look at the picture above, I realize how much I love the simple life and 
how I need to focus on it and be thankful for the small blessings God has given 
me as well as the big ones!
    Here are a few simple things I sometimes take for granted that I am trying to be 
thankful for every day.
    Waking up to a brand new morning each day.  Sometimes I forget to thank God 
for this.
    I have a house and a roof over my head. Some people don’t have this luxury or 
have lost theirs’s due to natural disasters or fires.
    Just like Violet, I have food readily available. Some children have to go to bed 
hungry every night.
    For the most part, I am healthy. Some in other countries don’t have the proper 
medicine to treat sicknesses like we do.
    I have clean fresh water available. Not everyone has this in the world; some 
have to drink dirty water with parasites in it that in return makes them sick.
    My family is alive and well and I get to see them anytime I wish. Some families 
have been separated from each other in foreign countries like Afghanistan and 
they may never get to see each other again.
    God is the biggest one I take for granted. He is always there, listening, desiring 
a personal relationship with me daily and I don’t always give Him as much time 
as I should, which I am striving to do better.
    Here in America, we have so much to be thankful for compared to other coun-
tries. God has truly blessed us. In fact, we are spoilt.
    It is important to thank Him for the little things, instead of focusing on materi-
alistic things we want but don’t need. 
    Next month is November, and one of my favorite holidays! Thanksgiving! I 
encourage each of you to write down something you are thankful for each day in 
November and thank God for it!
    Dear Lord, help me to have a thankful heart in every situation and every new 
day. Help us focus and be content with the simple things instead of wanting what 
others have. Most importantly, help us grow our daily relationship with You.  In 
Jesus’s name, Amen.
    “ Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content.” Philippians 4:11 KJV
    “ Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be 
thankful unto him, and bless his name.” Psalms 100:4 KJV

Christy Lowman is a Christian author and illustrator that lives in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains with her husband and two children. She enjoys writing 
and illustrating books for all ages. Some of her short stories are published with 
Guideposts and HCI.. Christy gives all the glory to God in everything she does. A 
portion of every book sold from the Small Bible Character Series will be donated 
to battle human trafficking. You can buy her books at https://www.amazon.com/s/
ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Christy+Lowman&search-al
ias=books&text=Christy+Lowman&sort=relevancerank. You can reach her at 
https://www.facebook.com/authorChristyLowman/ or christyssoaps@yahoo.com.
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By David Streater, Ph.D.
Burke County, NC 

    This is an American history educational moment of those 
who made a difference during the Revolutionary War era and 
how they served our Country.
    Nathanael Greene was born into a strict Quaker family, 
in Warwick, Rhode Island on July 27, 1742.  Eventually, Nathanael was excom-
municated because of his passion for military leadership and higher education that 
opposed church principles.  In 1770, Greene was disappointed when the Kentish 
militia, that he helped establish, appointed him the rank of private.   This was due 
to a birth defect in his leg that caused him to limp.  Senior officers were con-
cerned that Nathanael’s limp would show the militia’s vulnerability.  Ironically, 
the Rhode Island Assembly knew Greene’s leadership abilities and commissioned 
him as a brigadier general, commanding approximately 1500 soldiers.  
    Meeting in 1775, Greene and Washington became lifelong friends.  Washing-
ton placed Nathanael in several crucial positions, understanding his skills and 
abilities, including vital aspects of crossing the Delaware River and the battle at 
Trenton.  Greene also developed logistics and the recycling practice of military 
supplies, plus the creative division of troops for tactical operations—including the 
engagement with Cornwallis at the Battle of Guilford North Carolina Courthouse.  
After the encounter, Greene ordered his troops’ return to the battleground to col-
lect the food, weapons, and other equipment left by Cornwallis.  
    On December 14, 1782, Greene marched into Charleston, urging the remaining 
British to sail away.  During the Revolutionary War, Nathanael lost all his pos-
sessions including his home in Rhode Island.  For his leadership, contributions, 
and sacrifices, Greene was given the Mulberry Grove plantation by the Georgia 
regime.   
    At 44, on June 19, 1786, Nathanael died at Mulberry Grove, Georgia.  A few 
days before, he suffered a sunstroke during a business trip to Savannah.  As 
Greene was the only general to serve for the entire duration of the Revolutionary 
War, Washington wrote to Jefferson that America is . . . “regretting the loss of so 
great and so honest a man”.
    During the mid-1790s, Eli Whitney came to Mulberry Grove working with 
Catharine Greene, Nathanael’s widow.  There, Whitney invented the cotton gin 
and the concept of interchangeable parts for the assembly line.
    Greene is known as “the general who did the impossible”.  Nobly, the juris-
dictions of Greensboro, North Carolina, Greensboro County, and Greensboro, 
Georgia are named in gratitude to Brigadier General Nathanael Greene.     
    Please visit your Charters of Freedom setting in most western North Carolina 
counties.  A Charter of Freedom setting consists of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.  They are on 
permanent display analogous to the Charters of Freedom in the National Archives, 
Washington, DC.  Please visit our website (ChartersofFreedom.com) to learn 
more about our existing settings.
    All teachers are encouraged to contact Dr. Streater for information and com-
plementary student education materials to enhance experiential field trips to a 
Charter of Freedom settings.  Everyone is welcome and urged to obtain a person-
alized engraved legacy paver for placement at their local Charters of Freedom set.  
Please contact Dr. Streater (david.streater@gmail.com) for an engraved legacy 
paver information and complementary educational materials.

Dr. David Streater is the director of education for Foundation Forward.  He is a 
retired college instructor and administrator, and a retired probation and parole 
officer/administrator.  David is a criminologist who has an acute history interest, 
served in the Navy, and is a resident of Burke County, NC.
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By Christopher L. Scott
Moses Lake, Washington

   2020 was a year to forget for many people. I know of 
people that have not been able to see their beloved el-
derly family for months, numerous people have lost jobs 
or businesses, churches have not been able to minister.
   In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he told them, “weep 
with those who weep” (Romans 12:15b ). The Greek 
word Paul uses here can be translated as “weep, cry, 
bewail, or mourn.” I guess that much of the world has spent a lot of time weeping 
and it will continue for many more months. 
    Paul’s point in this brief phrase is that we need each other, and we need to com-
fort each other. The book of Hebrews tells us, “let us consider how to stimulate 
one another to love and good deed, not forsaking our own assembling together, as 
in the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the 
day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
    When we are going through pain and suffering, we need to sit with others and 
weep. And we need others to weep with us. While we might not be able to em-
brace in a hug while inside a Starbucks or restaurant, we can still get together and 
share our struggles with each other. The simple act of listening helps us weep with 
those who weep. 
    In his book, The Spirituality of Caregiving, Henri J. M. Nouwen provides guid-
ance for how to listen, “Listening, however, is not merely a sympathetic nodding 
or a friendly repetition of hmm, hmm, hmm. Listening is a very active awareness 
of the coming together of two lives.” 
    He continues describing the healing effect of listening, “two lives are coming 
together in a healing way. It is like weaving a new pattern with two different life 
stories stretched out on the same loom. After a story is told and received with 
care, the lives of two people have become different. Two people have discovered 
their own unique stories, and two people have become an integral part of a new 
fellowship. In listening we discover that caring isn’t about the difference between 
pain and no pain, but about the difference between pain and shared pain.”   
    Right now we need to listen to people who are suffering and weep with them. 
They have been weeping more than they ever have. Change, lack of touch with 
others, and restricted fellowship are starting to cause more and more pain. Let's 
listen in whatever way we can: telephone, six feet away across a table at coffee, 
on Facetime, or while going for a walk with a friend. We need to “weep with 
those who weep.” We need it and others do too.

Christopher L. Scott, a graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary, is a pastor and 
freelance writer. Learn more about his writing ministry at ChristopherLynnScott.
com.
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Solution on page 14

 Crossword 269 and Solution
ACROSS
1 abbr. for the ninth book of
the Old Testament
4 Isaac said, "but where is the
lamb for the ___ offering?"
(Gen 22:7)
9 They proclaimed ___ ___
and seated Naboth (1,4)
(1 Kings 21:12)
14 to seek an ____: He will cast
lots with arrows
(Ezek 21:21)
16 In the last days , God says, I
will ___ out my Spirit
(Acts 2:17)
17 A ___ who oppresses the
poor is like a driving rain
that leaves no (Prov 28:3)
18 Lift up your skirts, bare your
legs, and ___ through the
streams (Isa 47:2)
19 will awake: ___ to
everlasting life, others to
shame (Dan 12:2)
20 we spend our years as ___
___ that is told (1,4)
(Ps 90:9) KJV
21 Pharaoh Neco made ___ son
of Josiah king in place of his
(2 Kings 23:34)
23 Who would approach him
with ___ ___? (1,6)
(Job 41:13)
25 Brought up or raised
(Lam 2:22)
26 made the tomb secure by
putting ___ ___ on the stone
(1,4) (Matt 27:66)
27 The ___ cannot say to the
hand, "I don't need you!"
(1 Cor 12:21)
28 mumbled, murmured
(Luke 15:1-2)
32 he who ___
righteousness reaps a sure
reward (Prov 11:18)
35 in nakedness and ___
poverty, you will serve the
enemies (Deut 28:48)
36 they would have repented
long ____ in sackcloth and
ashes (Matt 11:21)
37 do not ___ what is evil but
what is good (3 John 11)
39 Oh, that you would bless me
and ___ my territory
(1 Chron 4:10)
41 But you would be ___ with
the finest of wheat
(Ps 81:16)
42 Bring my sons from ____
and my daughters (Isa 43:6)
44 A state of confusion
45 he who is humble and
contrite in spirit, and ___ at
my word (Isa 66:2)
48 the Israelites went through
the ___ on dry ground
(Exod 14:22)
50 Forts and towers in the
wooded ___ (2 Chron 27:4)
51 every tenth animal that ___
under the shepherd's rod
(Lev 27:32)
55 Those whom I love I rebuke
and discipline. So be ___,
and repent (Rev 3:19)

58 Daniel prospered during the
reign of Cyrus the ___
(Dan 6:28)
59 the turtle and the ___ and
the swallow (Jer 8:7) KJV
60 We hear that some among
you are ___ . They are not
busy (2 Thess 3:11)
62 They begged him to let them
touch even the ___ of his
cloak (Mark 6:56)
63 You have loved
righteousness and ___
wickedness (Heb 1:9)
64 I have ____ to be baptized
of thee, and comest thou to
me? (Matt 3:14) KJV
65 From the ___ of your foot to
the top of your head
(Isa 1:6)
66 twice as much , two ___ for
each person (Ex 16:22)
67 The wicked plot against the
righteous and ___ their teeth
at them (Ps 37:12)
68 Abner son of ___ , the
commander of Saul's army
(2 Sam 2:8)
DOWN
1 so that the ___ and the
reaper may be glad together
(John 4:36)
2 every kind of clean animal,
___ ___ and its mate (1,4)
(Gen 7:2)
3 The ram that you saw
represents the kings of ___
and Persia (Dan 8:20)
5 as one wipes a dish, wiping
it and turning it ___ down (2
Kings 21:13)
6 in a manger, because there
was no ___ for them in the
inn (Luke 2:7)
7 abbr. for the fourth book of
the Old Testament
8 Cyrus king of Persia had
them brought by Mithredath
the ___ (Ezra 1:8)
9 The ark came to rest on the
mountains of ___ (Gen 8:5)
10 if Christ has not been raised,
your faith is ___; you are
still in (1 Cor 15:17)
11 I will send ___ ___, saying,
Go, find out (1,3)
(1 Sam 20:21) (KJV)
12 Go, ___ everything you
have and give to the poor
(Mark 10:21)
13 Adam and Eve both ate
from the ___ of good and
evil (Gen 3:12-13)
15 the row on the side ___ the
sanctuary was a hundred
cubits.(Ezek 42:9)
22 the fear of the LORD is the
___ to this treasure
(Isa 33:6)
24 Each frame is to ___ ___
cubits long and a cubit and a
half (2,3) (Ex 26:16)
26 Who ___ ___, O Sovereign
LORD, and what is my
family (2,1) (2 Sam 7:18)
29 it is a ___ thing that the king
requireth (Dan 2:11) KJV

30 They hatch the ___ of vipers
and spin a spider's web
(Isa 59:5)
31 Man ___ not live on bread
alone (Matt 4:4)
32 Take them down to the
water, and I will___ them
for you (Judg 7:4)
33 Take a pot, and put an ____
full of manna therein
(Exodus 16:33) KJV
34 for ___ is the gate, and
broad is the way (Matt 7:13)
35 David returned from ___ the
Amalekites (2 Sam 1:1)
38 Have nothing to do with
godless myths and old
wives' ___ (1 Tim 4:7)
40 increases his wealth by
exorbitant interest ___ it for
another (Prov 28:8)
43 transportation beast
(Matt 21:2) KJV
46 fish, and all ___ of ware,
and sold on the Sabbath
(Neh 13:16) KJV
47 Pride only ___ quarrels, but
wisdom is found in those
who (Prov 13:10)
48 one who in judging seeks

justice and ___ the cause of
righteousness (Isa 16:5)
49 O Lord, let your ___ be
attentive to the prayer of this
your servant (Neh 1:11)
52 Jesus withdrew to the region
of Tyre and ___
(Matt 15:21)
53 The first was like a lion, and
it had the wings of an ___
(Dan 7:4)
54 look of contempt or scorn
(Isa.57:4)
55 the wall will cry out, and the
beams of the woodwork will
___ it (Hab 2:11)
56 Bring me a heifer, a goat
and ___ ___ (1,3)
(Gen 15:9)
57 price for his release is to be
based on the ___ paid to a
hired man (Lev 25:50)
58 give attention to your
servant's prayer and his ___
for mercy (IKing 8:28)
61 shall be cast into the ____ of
lions (Daniel 6:12)
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By Tim Tron
Burke County

    “[The demon Screwtape writes:] The humans live in 
time but our Enemy destines them to eternity. He there-
fore, I believe, wants them to attend chiefly to two things, 
to eternity itself, and to that point of time which they call 
the Present. For the Present is the point at which time 
touches eternity. Of the present moment, and of it only, 
humans have an experience analogous to the experience 
which our Enemy has of reality as a whole; in it alone freedom and actuality are 
offered them. He would therefore have them continually concerned either with 
eternity (which means being concerned with Him) or with the Present—either 
meditating on their eternal union with, or separation from, Himself, or else obey-
ing the present voice of conscience, bearing the present cross, receiving the pres-
ent grace, giving thanks for the present pleasure.
    Our business is to get them away from the eternal, and from the Present. With 
this in view, we sometimes tempt a human (say a widow or a scholar) to live in 
the Past. But this is of limited value, for they have some real knowledge of the 
past and it has a determinate nature and, to that extent, resembles eternity. It is far 
better to make them live in the Future.
    Biological necessity makes all their passions point in that direction already, 
so that thought about the Future inflames hope and fear. Also, it is unknown to 
them, so that in making them think about it we make them think of unrealities. 
In a word, the Future is, of all things, the thing least like eternity. It is the most 
completely temporal part of time—for the Past is frozen and no longer flows, and 
the Present is all lit up with eternal rays.” 
    After reading this excerpt from C.S. Lewis recently, it made me think of how 
my family all had the habit of putting up food for the future. Now you might ask, 
“How does reading Lewis’s commentary on living in the moment and focusing on 
eternity make you think of preserving food?” Herein lies the story of how prepar-
ing for future meals and prepping to survive come what may, that you can better 
appreciate these comments. 
    My grandparents all canned and put up food, so that’s where we, their offspring, 
learned those survival skills. Not only were they all from Agrarian backgrounds, 
but they were also of the generation that had survived the Depression. My paternal 
grandparents were especially devoted to this lifestyle, seeing as my dad had six 
siblings. More than anything, it was a labor of necessity. But there was one elder 
in particular that made it more than just about food. 
    Grandma Tron was always preparing for the future by what seemed like a 
never-ending job of canning, tending the garden, and toiling on the farm. Yet, each 
morning, there alone in her later years after grandpa had passed, sitting at the end 
of the table closest to the stove, she could be found; Bible open, studying God’s 
word by the dim, soft glow of light from the overhead bulb in her kitchen. Before 
the light of dawn had lit the hills beyond the farm’s pastures, she was already 
preparing for the coming day – alone with God. It wasn’t an act of canning; it was 
preparing for the next meal to eat. It was much more. 
    “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you:” – John 6:27
    Outside her kitchen window was the “Kitchen Garden.” There were the foods 
necessary to season and allow for more flavorful meals, in addition to those plants 
that had a shorter shelf life and required closer attention. The other main and the 
much larger garden was across the pasture behind Ms. Wolf’s house. That was 
where the bulk crops – corn, potatoes, tomatoes, and all the other canned goods 
that required an army of workers to process-were located. Here, we found that 
deep rich topsoil, black, rich dirt that could grow anything if only you dropped the 
seed into its berth. 
    Like those two gardens, Grandma used that never-ending seasonal flow of life 
to guide and teach her children, and then eventually our multitude of grandkids. 
Like her Kitchen Garden, her tattered, worn Bible was always close by. Although 
it was present, we rarely saw her open it, for there was no need. Those words 
within that weathered binding were no longer captive within its cover, for they 
were planted deep within her heart. In those daily routines, where some would 
find mundane, tedious actions that repeated into infinity, there was the conversa-
tions, the sharing of life over the snapping of beans, or the peeling of potatoes. 
In those moments, as your hands became numb from holding the paring knife as 
you tried to keep up with grandma’s aged agile movements, the scriptures would 
emerge through words of encouragement and loving-kindness. It seemed like 
you could never peel as thin nor as fast, no matter how hard your focus. And as 
she worked, she spoke to us, entreating a sense of wholesomeness that was never 
found on a T.V. show or in a book, other than the one she kept nearby. Although 
you might struggle with the physical act of trying to imitate her agile yet suc-
cinctly purposeful labor, you didn’t realize that like that rich, deep topsoil of the 
garden, we too were being implanted with something far greater. As she would tell 
us the words of Jesus, “And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, 
Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall 
put on. The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.”
    As we lived in the present so long ago, we prepared for a future we did not 
know. Yet, through those agricultural experiences, we learned that planning and 
preparing for the future lessened the sense of worry of what was to come. Know-
ing that down in the root cellar, where we stored the canned goods, the potatoes, 
dried herb, and spices, there was a sense of accomplishment mixed with a feeling 
of security. So, while we worked with grandma, learning those agrarian skills, we 
also learned how to prepare for another future – a life eternal.  Likewise, in our 

hearts, we knew that if we allowed Him in, God was with us, giving us a sense of 
security like no other. 
    In that comfort of knowing for what we had collectively prepared, there seemed 
to be a never-ending supply. Each time we would go to visit grandpa and grandma 
Tron, we never left empty-handed. There was always that last trip down into the 
earthen root cellar beneath the back porch. Their grandma would load us up with 
armloads of that delicious bounty from the warmer months. As we piled into the 
car to leave, crowded in amongst the jars of canned peaches, green beans, and 
corn, we felt as if part of our grandparents were with us. Waving goodbye, as we 
passed beneath those ancient oaks and sycamores that lined their short, curved 
driveway, one never thought that it would never end.
    As time passed, so did those countless gardens. Like the autumn of life, the 
fields grew brown and withered. The seasons of harvest had ended, and the Lord 
eventually called our grandparents home. Grandma finally joined grandpa; their 
bodies were laid to rest up there in Maple Hill Cemetery, just over the holler from 
Sled Hill. Yet, while their physical remains have an ending point, their lives had 
only just begun. Somewhere in that land that is fairer than a day, they will await 
us that received their counsel. Someday, with open arms, they will greet us in that 
Heavenly home. Like those tearful goodbyes off the tattered back porch of the 
humble farmhouse on the edge of New Harmony, there will someday be a joyful 
reunion that will surpass in feeling all of those emotions but in joyous regard on 
the steps of that house of many mansions on high.
    As the sun crests the ridge of the mountain this morning, that vision of that 
humble kitchen table with its worn Bible once more comes to mind. Across the 
decades, those lessons resonate even more today. In the moment of the past, 
where we prepared for a future in eternity, the seeds of faith had been planted, and 
with those tiny grains of hope, eternal life was given. Sitting around that battered 
kitchen table, we found peace in the present as we heard about how to find life in 
time without end.
    Like going down into grandma’s root cellar, we can reach into our hearts and 
retrieve those words which the Lord hath given. Live each day as if you are 
preparing for eternity, and let tomorrow worry about tomorrow. We have but one 
life to live here on earth. Make the most of what you have been given, and may 
your root cellar be filled to overflowing so that you may share with all who come 
in need.
    In all these things, we can say with Blessed Assurance, “Thanks be to God.”

Timothy W. Tron lives in Collettsville, NC. with his family. He is the former 
Director of the Trail of Faith in Valdese, where he still volunteers and helps with 
tours. He now teaches Math full time at Watauga High School in Boone. He is 
the author of a new Christian series, “Children of the Light,” with the first book 
being, “Bruecke to Heaven,” and his recent book, being the second, “The Light in 
the Darkness.” He is an active blogger, artist, and musician. Timothy also has a 
BSEE from UF, and is a Lay Speaker. He can be reached at twtron@live.com
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