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    What a glorious time is Spring!  Flowers are blooming. 
Temperatures rising. Gardens will be planted and these 
beautiful mountains turn green.  Won’t that be a blessed 
time! Perhaps then we can fi nally see an end to the fl u that 
has so plagued people across the nation. 
    My wife reminds me regularly to remember to look at 
God’s creation here in Western North Carolina.  I hate 
to admit that I get so focused on the tasks at hand that the beauty around me gets 
lost in the details. She will direct my attention to a rock formation, a babbling 
stream cascading over rocks or a few deer grazing in a pasture.  There is so much 
aesthetic value in beholding what God has created instead of focusing on the 
creations of my mind!
    Take time to witness the unfolding of the amazing creativity of our Lord as 
Spring comes.  Remember there is a God behind all of that who could have cre-
ated a black-and-white world only.  Revelation 4:11 states, “Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created.” He created all of this for His pleasure, 
but we get to take joy in it also.
    While studying for a message to be delivered to students recently, I learned that 
CNN reported in May 2004 the universe is estimated to be 156 billion light-years 
wide.  If accurate, the universe is HUGE! A light year is the speed light travels 
during a year (5.86 trillion miles) which must be multiplied by 156 billion years.  
You do the math. 
    A hermeneutical principle states, “that which is created is always less signifi cant 
than its creator.”  If God can create such a magnifi cent universe, as He has, surely 
He can take care of us….His greatest creation!  Amen!  
    King David, in Psalm 19:1-6, spoke of the greatness of our God.  Read what 
he wrote: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the fi rmament sheweth his 
handywork.  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowl-
edge.  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.  Their line 
is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them 
hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,  Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 


chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.  His going forth is from the 
end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from 
the heat thereof.”
    What is David saying?  Our God is amazing, incredible, and without end, and a 
limit to His power and presence!  
    My heart breaks for those who believe our God to be nothing more than a fairy 
tale and crutch for “those afraid of the dark”.   How blind can one be to not be 
able to see God in all of His handiworks!
    The next time you are driving around these mountains pause to refl ect on the 
love and greatness of the God we serve.  After all, “The earth is the LORD's, and 
the fulness thereof.” (Psalm 24:1), and “The heavens declare the glory of God.” 
(Psalm 19:1)
    Enjoy Spring.  Remember there is a loving God who created it all and whose 
heart is for us.  Remember also the depths of His love for us; that He would give 
His only begotten Son as the perfect sacrifi ce for our sins AND that the tomb is 
empty.   Praise God!  And, Happy Easter!


Rev. Bruce Cannon currently serves as the Senior Pastor of  Bear Creek Baptist 
Church in Bakersville.  Formerly he served as Director of Missions for the Bladen 
Baptist Association and has served on the General Board of the Baptist State Con-
vention of North Carolina.


For God so loved the world, that For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.not perish, but have everlasting life.
John 3:16John 3:16








                                                                                                                                                   April 2023 - Blue Ridge Christian News page  2www.brcnews.com


BLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN NEWSBLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN NEWS


The Blue Ridge Christian News 
is moving to 152 Summit Ave., Spruce Pine, NC


    Here are some of the essential elements of our faith at the Blue Ridge Christian 
News:
God
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has existed eternally in three 
persons and chooses to manifest Himself in these three ways: as God the Father, 
as God the Son, and as God the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one 
God.
(Genesis 1:1, 26-27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; and 2 Corin-
thians 13:14)
Jesus
Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who is fully God and fully human in His 
incarnation. He lived a sinless human life and off ered Himself as the perfect sacri-
fi ce for the sins of all humanity by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after 
three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended to heaven 
and will return again to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
(Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14-15; 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13)
The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the very Spirit of God, fully divine, manifested in the life of 
every believer from the moment of salvation. He is equal with the Father and the 
Son as God. He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus 
Christ. He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual 
truth, and guidance in doing what is right. The Christian seeks to live under His 
daily control.
(2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13; 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12; 3:16; 
Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18)
The Bible
The Bible is the divinely inspired, authoritative, infallible, living and active Word 
of God to all men. It was written by human authors under the supernatural guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit. It is the ultimate source of truth for Christian beliefs and 
living. In it we fi nd a guideline for right relationship with God and God's creation, 
and a blueprint for personal, emotional, and spiritual growth.
(2 Timothy 1:13; 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:2-21; Psalm 119:105, 160; 12:6; Proverbs 
30:5)
Humanity
Humanity is designed and made by God in His image. We have been created as 
cognitive, moral, ethical, and physical beings and have been equipped by God for 
both relationship with Him and with one another. Both male and female are gifted 
by the Creator with characteristics which equip them for the purpose for which 
they have been created: relationship, dominion, and responsibility. Although God 
designed us to have fellowship with Him, we became alienated from God through 
disobedience. As a result, all human beings are born with a sinful nature and 
choose to sin against God. We are incapable of regaining a right relationship with 
God through our own eff orts.
(Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6; 59:1-2; Romans 3:23; 5:22; Colos-
sians 1:21; 2 Corinthians 5:17)
Eternity & Eternal Security
Our soul, the essence of our being, was created by God to exist forever. That 
forever is spent in one of two places: eternally present and in union with God be-
cause of His forgiveness and salvation or eternally separated from God because of 
sin and unbelief. At the moment that our physical body dies, those who are saved 
are immediately taken to heaven. Those who have rejected God's gift of salvation 
will spend eternity separated from God in hell. Because God gives man eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, the believer is secure in that salvation for eternity. Salva-
tion is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-eff ort of the 
Christian. It is the grace and eternal power of God that gives this security.
(John 3:16; 5:11-13, 10:29; 1 John 2:25; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:15; 2 Timo-
thy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25; 10:10-14; 1 Peter 1:3-5)
Salvation
Salvation is God's gift of redemption and reconciliation to Himself and is off ered 
freely to all who accept, by faith alone, Jesus Christ as God's only son and receive 
Him as Lord and Savior. We can never make up for our sin with self-improvement 
or good works. It is only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God's off er of forgive-
ness that you can be saved from sin's penalty. Eternal life begins the moment you 
receive Jesus Christ into your life by faith.
(Romans 5:1; 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 1:12; 14:6; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26)


Doug Harrell is a life-long resident of Mitchell County, Owner of Harrell Hill 
Farms, Inc, a member of Bear Creek Baptist Church.


By Doug Harrell


    The two words, “He Arose”, make all the diff erence 
to those of us who are Christian and are followers of 
Jesus Christ.  As we go into the Easter season remember 
the reason we celebrate. It is not for the bunny rabbit 
or the easter eggs. It is to remember the fact that on the 
third day, Jesus arose from the dead.  He and He alone 
conquered death and its sting.
    “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  1 Corinthians 
15:55-57 KJV
    There are hundreds of religions in the world but there is only one that has a 
risen savior, and that Savior is Jesus Christ our Lord.  Let us remember that as we 
go through each day and let us continue to pray that our nation and our leaders 
will be grounded in that very fact.  This has distinguished our nation from other 
nations in the world.  We need to always remember that it was the principles of 
Christianity that were the foundation blocks we were built on as a great nation.
“And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was 
seen of above fi ve hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto 
this present, but some are fallen asleep.”  1 Corinthians 15:4-6 KJV
    While I give thanks for the greatest gift ever known to man, I also worry 
about the future of our great nation and where we are headed this Easter season.  
The entire tenet of our constitution was founded on Judeo-Christian values and 
principles.  All through the letters and writing of our founding fathers are found 
numerous references to these Biblical foundations and I see these being eroded so 
quickly that it is totally astounding.
    As we celebrate a risen Savior this month, also stop to pray for a falling nation 
that appears to be moving at breakneck speed toward trying to remove even any 
reference to our very core of foundational building blocks.  Our very society is 
being challenged to the point that we cannot trust God as the creator of our very 
gender.  We can no longer look between our legs at birth and determine if we were 
created male or female.  We are doing worse than the heathen civilizations of old 
that sacrifi ced their children to diff erent gods of the supposed universe.  
    Stop whatever you are doing and give thanks for a risen Savior, our Lord, and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  While you are on your knees, pray as never before for this 
nation, one nation under God, to be turned back to “In God We Trust”.
    “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”  2 Chronicles 7:14 
KJV
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You can let tourists, visitors and even neighbors know where your church is and 
when you meet by listing in the BRCN Church Directory. This visible and eff ective 
advertising is specially priced at $300.00 per year for our churches - approximately 


$5.75 a week!
Call us at 828-765-6800 to enroll in 


this important outreach eff ort.


Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church


195 Gouges Creek Rd.
Spruce Pine NC 28777


John 3:16 says that YOU are 
loved!


Find out why at
www.mcfamilyforchrist.org


Sunday School - 10am
Sunday Worship – 11am and 6pm
Mid-week Service - Wednesdays 


at 6:30pm


“A Family Focused On Christ”


Jeff Kincaid proudly sponsors the Church Directory and 


hopes you find the church of your choice this week. 


jjkkiinnssuurraanncceeggrroouupp..ccoomm Auto      Home      Life      Business     Farm   
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Out of town? You can still check out our 
new Website www.brcnews.com


And find us on Facebook


By Dr. Tom Walker
McDowell County


    Eph 6:17 says, “And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” In this study, 
we are going to focus on the words, “The sword of the Spirit 
which is the Word of God.”
    For English-speaking people, the Word of God is the King 
James Version of the Bible. Its source is the Textus Receptus or the Received 
Text. That Greek Text was widely used in the seven churches of Asia Minor. The 
purpose of this study is not to give all the many reasons why I make the statement 
in the opening sentence of this paragraph. That study would be too long to include 
in this study on Christian warfare.
    We are going to look at three different avenues of study in this article. We are 
going to see the value of the sword, the involvement of the Spirit, and the indis-
pensability of the Word of God.


The Value of the Sword
“the sword”


    Today a literal sword is considered a primitive weapon in these days of assault 
rifles and other sophisticated weaponry. Its history goes back as far as 3300 B.C. 
    In early Bible days, they fought with swords, spears, and bows. The word 
sword is mentioned 424 times in our King James Bible. Since it is mentioned so 
many times, it was a very important weapon in the early Bible days.
    A sword was a piercing or cutting weapon, with which a warrior might stab or 
slash an enemy. Some swords were designed to pierce, others to slash. All swords 
had two parts, a handle or hilt, and a blade. The blade was usually straight, but 
one unusual variation was the sickle sword. This weapon featured a curved blade 
with a sharp edge on the outside. Swords were the basic weapon of a Hebrew 
soldier. The Biblical phrase that identified a man as a soldier was that he "drew the 
sword" (2 Kings 3:26).
    It was used for defense. Today many people carry small pistols that are compact 
and easily hidden for defensive purposes. If someone attacks you, you need some 
way to defend yourself. It would look odd today for you to walk around carrying 
a long sword from a scabbard on your belt. In Bible days the best weaponry they 
had was the sword. We have an enemy called Satan from which we need to defend 
ourselves. Jesus used the Word of God in the wilderness of temptation to over-
come Satan. Three times Jesus said, “It is written” in handling the onslaught of 
the Devil. Since it worked for Jesus, it will work for us as well. He demonstrated 
what we are to do when tempted by Satan. Just use the Word of God as a means of 
defense.
    It was used for offense. I just completed teaching a 24-week course on Bible 
Geography. One thing is obvious all through history. The man was seldom ever 
satisfied with what he had regarding land, territory, and power. Warriors had to go 
on offense with swords and spears to conquer another nation’s territories, taking 
many lives while using the sword.
    It was used with two edges. Most swords have two edges. If it was sharpened 
on both sides, it could penetrate and cut at every contact point and with every 
movement, a warrior may make. If a blade is sharpened on individual sides, it 
can be thrust more quickly and deeply. It can cut much more easily after being 
sharpened on both sides. 
    Double-edged swords are also more effective at penetrating through armor than 
single-edged swords. However, this is more of a side benefit from the fact that 
double-edged swords are better for thrusting attacks. During the Middle Ages, 
European warriors would use thrusting attacks with double-edged swords to pen-
etrate through their enemies' armor.
    A third benefit of the double-edged design is that it prevented a warrior's enemy 
from grabbing the blade. With a single-edged sword, an enemy could potentially 
grab the dull edge of the blade. This isn't possible with double-edged swords, 
however. With both edges featuring razor-like sharpness, there's no safe edge 
to grab. If an enemy attempted to grab a double-edged sword, he would likely 
sustain a serious cut.


The Involvement of the Spirit
“the sword of the Spirit”


    The sword we use finds its origin in the Spirit of God. 2 Peter 1:21 says, “For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
    The word “moved” (phero) is extremely interesting. It is translated into several 
words in our KJV Bible: bring, bear, carry, and other ways. The word “carry” is 
a very good way to express how we were given our Bible. It suggests normally 
either force or speed. It can be used as a gust of wind or of persons being carried 
in a ship over the sea.
    The men who penned down the Bible did not just sit down one day and decide 
they were going to write just another book and call it the Bible. Holy men of God, 
chosen by God, were carried along and inspired to write the Bible. The wind of 
the Spirit moved upon their minds and hearts and carried them along to give us 
the Bible we have today.
    The Spirit inspired it. There is another important verse found in 2 Timothy 3:16. 
It says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” The word “inspira-
tion” means “God-breathed or the breath of God.” 
    God’s words were given through men superintended by the Holy Spirit so 
that their writings are without error. This fact was virtually taken for granted by 
the Jews. Then Paul asserted the “usefulness” of the Word. For each aspect of 


Timothy’s ministry, whatever it might be—doctrine (instructing believers in God’s 
truths), reproving those in sin (cf. 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 4:2), correcting those in 
error (cf. 2 Tim. 2:25; 4:2), and instructing (paideian, lit., “child-training”) in righ-
teousness (guiding new believers in God’s ways)—for all of these and more the 
written Word of God is profitable. With it, the man of God (one who must provide 
spiritual leadership to others) is complete, capable, and proficient in the sense of 
being able to meet all demands. 
    The Spirit does not contradict it. He works in harmony with and does not 
contradict the Word He inspired. A fellow who claimed to be a Christian years 
ago told me the Lord led him to drive a beer delivery truck for a living. In light of 
what the Bible says about alcohol, I could not understand that to be true.  Habak-
kuk 2:15 says, “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy 
bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their naked-
ness!” How could the Spirit of God direct someone to do something contrary to 
the Bible? He will not and cannot.
    The Holy Ghost works with it. Before a person is saved, he hears the Word of 
God. Then, the Spirit of God goes to work. The Spirit uses the Word of God to 
bring conviction to the sinner. There must be a conviction of sin before a person 
can be saved.
    When the Holy Ghost convicts of sin, He skillfully uses the Word of God to 
bring about salvation. The Spirit of God using the Word of God can bring the sin-
ner to the point of salvation from sin.


The Indispensability of the Word of God
“the Word of God”


    There is power in the Bible.  Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the divid-
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
    The Bible pierces. It reaches the innermost heart and judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart as well. It can distinguish in man what is spiritual and what 
is merely soulish or natural. The inner life of a believer is often a mixture of emo-
tions, some being spiritual and others being merely human. It takes the penetrat-
ing, discerning agent of the Word of God, to expose what is spiritual and what is 
of the flesh.
    It is quick. God’s word of promise is not a lifeless letter and is not just paper 
and ink. His Word and His promises are living. They are a living reality. It is 
always alive and active. It is always working and quickening its message to the 
human heart. It is living and full of life to the believer. 
    The Word of God makes dead sinners living Christians; it makes souls dead in 
trespasses and sins alive unto God. The Bible conveys life and spirit to the repen-
tant, believing sinner. 1 Peter 1:23 states, “Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.”
    It is powerful. It has great power as it is administered by the Holy Ghost to the 
life of a child of God. It has the power to convict, convert, comfort, and condemn. 
That is why God called preachers to preach the word; it is so unparallel and pow-
erful in its operation.
    It is sharp. The Bible pierces. It reaches the innermost heart and judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart as well. It can distinguish in man what is spiri-
tual in man and what is merely soulish or natural. The inner life of a believer is 
often a mixture of emotions, some being spiritual and others being merely human. 
It takes the penetrating, discerning agent of the Word of God, to expose what is 
spiritual and what is of the flesh. It has two edges, signifying how thorough it is in 
its operation.
    Since we have the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God available to us 
in our daily battles, let’s utilize it to drive back and resist the forces of Satan.


Tom Walker is President of Foothills Baptist Bible College and Pastor of Zion Hill 
Baptist Church in Marion, NC.
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By Christopher L. Scott
Moses Lake, Washington


    I used to lose my temper all the time when I was young. I re-
member throwing my cell phone once and breaking it because it 
wasn’t working right. I remember two times, I threw golf clubs 
and broke them. Along with losing my temper I also would lose 
control of my mouth. It embarrasses me to think of some of the words I would say 
amid my rage. 
    But when I became a Christian at twenty-three, my anger problems dissolved. That 
change of behavior is what Paul describes to believers in the city of Corinth.
    “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor eff eminate, 
nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such were some of you; but you were 
washed, but you were sanctifi ed, but you were justifi ed in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11, NASB).
    Paul’s main point here is that faith in God must make the believers in Corinth 
diff erent than non-believers. The “eff eminate” and “homosexuals” were people com-
mon among the Romans and Greeks. Fourteen of the fi rst fi fteen Roman emperors 
practiced homosexuality. Paul was making it clear that a Christian should not be 
confused with such things. Paul essentially tells us today that faith in God leads to a 
change in lifestyle. 
    The change for me occurred with my temper. No longer did I “lose my temper” 
after becoming a Christian. Instead, I now have control over it. It does not control 
me. This shows the change that has occurred because of my faith in God. 
    Do I still feel anger from time to time? Yes, of course. I feel that old temper start to 
fl are up, like a volcano about to erupt, but I control it now. I’m no longer controlled 
by my anger because I am no longer a slave to my sinful nature. “We know that our 
old sinful selves were crucifi ed with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our 
lives. We are no longer slaves to sin” (Romans 6:6, NLT).
    Now I have the Holy Spirit that lives in me and helps me control that sinful anger. 
As Paul’s words remind us, “You were washed . . . you were sanctifi ed . . . you were 
justifi ed in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Corin-
thians 6:11, emphasis mine). 
    Through Christ’s death on the Cross, our faith in Him for salvation, and the Holy 
Spirit that lives in us now, we have been set free from sin’s power and control over 
our lives.
Christopher L. Scott, a graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary, is a pastor and 
freelance writer. Learn more about his writing ministry at ChristopherLynnScott.
com.


By Russell McKinney
Mitchell County


    Certain legal experts have studied the case of Christ’s resurrec-
tion and concluded that an honest jury would reach the verdict 
that Jesus really did arise from the dead. It is with this in mind 
that I present to you seven evidences for His resurrection. I 
wouldn’t call this an exhaustive list, but I do believe it’s a good 
one.
    Evidence #1: The actions of the Roman soldiers who guarded Christ’s tomb: Scholars 
say there could have been as many as sixteen soldiers in the Roman guard that were 
assigned to Christ’s tomb, and Roman soldiers were the best in the world. They were 
highly trained and incredibly disciplined. The only thing they feared was the penalty 
that would befall them if they were negligent in their duty. And yet, on the morning of 
Christ’s resurrection, that group of Roman soldiers shook with fear (Matthew 28:4), 
fainted (Matthew 28:4), and abandoned their posts (Matthew 28:11). Roman soldiers 
simply did not act that way.
    Evidence #2: The tomb’s broken seal: The Bible says that Christ’s tomb was “sealed” 
(Matthew 27:66). A Roman seal of this sort was just two globs of wax and a cord. The 
sealing began with one glob of wax being placed upon the circular door to Christ’s tomb, 
and the other glob being placed upon the tomb itself. Next, one end of the cord was 
fastened to the fi rst glob, and the other end was fastened to the second. Finally, a signet 
ring was used to make an impression in the wax. So, what was it that made such a seal 
so intimidating? It was the fact that the seal carried with it the authority of the Roman 
government. The penalty for anyone breaking such a seal was upside-down crucifi xion. 
Nevertheless, it was broken.
    Evidence #3: The stone door was rolled away: Jesus was buried in a very expensive 
tomb. It had been constructed for Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy man who had become 
a follower of Christ (Matthew 27:57-60). The tomb was a small cave that had been 
cut out of the rock. Just in front of the tomb’s opening was a trench. In this trench sat a 
massive circular stone that served as the door to the tomb. The stone weighed over a ton. 
Remarkably, however, the apostle John used the Greek word airo to describe what hap-
pened to that stone (John 20:1). This specifi c word indicates that the stone was literally 
picked up and moved quite a distance. How could such a stone have been moved in this 
way? The Bible says that an angel descended from heaven, rolled the stone away, and sat 
down upon it (Matthew 28:1-2). That angel is what scared those Roman soldiers to the 
point of causing them to faint.
    Evidence #4: Jesus, in His resurrection body, appeared alive to hundreds of witnesses: 
Early on resurrection Sunday morning, a handful of devout women saw the risen Jesus 
(Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10; John 20:11-18). Later that same morning, He 
appeared to Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5). That afternoon, Cleopas and another 
unnamed believer saw Him (Luke 24:13-32). That night, He appeared to a gathering of 
ten of the remaining apostles (1 Cor. 15:5; John 20:19-23). The following Sunday night, 
He appeared at a gathering of all eleven of those apostles (John 20:24-29). Several days 
later, He appeared to a group of seven of the apostles on the shore of the Sea of Galilee 
and had breakfast with them (John 21:1-14). Sometime shortly after that, He appeared 
to the entire group of apostles at a mountain site in Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20). That 
same appearance might also have been the time when over 500 people saw Him at once 
(1 Cor. 15:6). Additionally, He was seen at some unspecifi ed time by His earthly half-
brother James (1 Cor. 15:7) and by approximately 120 believers just before His ascension 
back to heaven (Acts 1:1-12). Imagine a trial in which over 500 reputable people each 
took the witness stand and said, “I know that Jesus arose from the dead because I saw 
Him in His resurrected body.” You talk about compelling evidence!
    Evidence #5: The coming of the Holy Spirit: Before Jesus was crucifi ed He said to 
His disciples, “It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper 
(God the Holy Spirit) will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you” (John 
16:7, N.K.J.V.). Later, in Acts 2:1-13, the Holy Spirit’s coming is described in detail. 
Consequently, the obvious indication is that Jesus resurrected, ascended back to heaven, 
and kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit.
    Evidence #6: The change in the chosen twelve: Immediately following Christ’s cruci-
fi xion, the eleven apostles (minus Judas Iscariot) went into hiding. Evidently, they were 
operating under the assumption that the same authorities who had arrested Jesus and ex-
ecuted Him would be coming for them next. But something happened that emboldened 
those eleven men to come out of hiding and start fearlessly proclaiming the resurrection 
of Jesus. What was it? It was their experience with the risen Christ. The change that came 
over them simply cannot be explained any other way. They knew that Jesus was alive!
    Evidence #7: The fact that Christ’s body was never discovered: Although a popular 
tourist site is strongly considered to be the tomb of Christ, there is still some debate about 
the actual location. However, the people of Christ’s day knew exactly where He had been 
buried. It was common knowledge to them, which meant that any of them could have 
paid a visit to the opened tomb and checked it for a body. All that was required to stamp 
out the fl edgling religion of Christianity was the decaying corpse of Jesus, and yet no 
such corpse was ever produced.
    Well, there they are, my seven evidences for Christ’s resurrection. But as long as I’m 
on the subject, let me give you one more piece of evidence for free. It is this: Jesus has 
changed my life. I’m like the fellow who said, “I know that Jesus is alive because I talked 
to Him this morning.” Even more than talking with Him each morning, I try to walk with 
Him each day. By doing so, I can report that He has made me a new creation by causing 
old things to pass away and all things to become new (2 Cor. 5:17). You see, that simply 
wouldn’t have happened in my life if death had been able to hold Jesus. Therefore, that is 
my own personal evidence for knowing that He truly is alive.


Russell Mckinney lives in the English Woods area of Spruce Pine and serves as 
the pastor of Roan Mountain Baptist Church in Bakersville
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Business 
Owners


Has the Cost of Health Insurance Got You Down?


Are Your Employees Frustrated with Their Costs?


Ready to cut the Health Care Red Tape?


We are a local company of nationally recognized experts
Contact me today – I can help!


Phone:  (828) 413-3581
Email:  cristy@custombenefits.work
Website:  www.custombenefits.work


By Marlene Houk 
Burke County


Psalm 25:4 “Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy 
paths.”


    Several years ago, my husband and I hiked a trail 
leading to three exquisite waterfalls in the cool, green 
mountains of western North Carolina. The trail led 
downhill most of the way beside a lively rippling stream 
with moss-covered rocks. On the return journey, the path wound up and around 
and, eventually, back to the parking lot.
    On the way back, I kept looking for the path that veered off  ninety degrees to 
the right and would take us back to the parking lot. I never saw it. The further we 
trekked uphill the more I searched. Finally, I happened to look back and noticed 
the sign nailed high on a tree. However, the sign sat on the backside of the tree 
instead of the part of the tree facing us. Perhaps an angel gently turned my head at 
just the right time. Praise the Lord we didn’t go too far out of the way, but it did 
remind me of spiritual truth. 
    God marks clear trails for us in life. His trails off er guardrails at times, the 
lovely fragrance of His presence, and a spiritual adventure like no other. Divine 
paths guide us to the Lord’s will for our lives, and as I grow in the Lord, His Word 
lights my way.  
    He illuminates our path through prayer. The Bible abounds with prayers we can 
pray for light in our journey. One of my favorite biblical prayers for a clear trail 
is Colossians 1:9 in which we request to be fi lled with the “knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” I often encourage people to pray for 
guidance in the routine of life so that when emotional times descend, we already 
know how to fi nd discernment.
    Jesus off ers clear trials in His Word by including stories of divine drama. The 
narratives open wide to possibilities of incredible journeys with the Lord. Many 
stories in the Bible center around King David who leaves plainly marked paths of 
righteousness for us today. His accounts leave trail markers with clear instructions 
for life. David also directs us to read God’s Word, assuring us that, “Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.“ (Psalm 119:105). For young men 
starting at their life’s trailhead, God promises them pure life in this verse. “Where-
withal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy 
word.” (Psalm 119:9)
    God also opens up His way for us through our circumstances. The Master 
Guide will impress you through His Word, prayer, or others, saying, ‘This is the 
way, walk ye in it,’ (Isaiah 30:21)
    We retraced our steps and headed up the last incline toward the parking lot. Just 
as we cleared the trees, a summer shower burst through the clouds. Huddling un-
der the sign with its eaves just big enough for us, we gazed at lush green bushes. 
We listened to refreshing rain and lifted our noses to the scents of fresh life burst-
ing around us. After ten minutes, the shower waned to gentle plopping drops, and 
we scurried to our car. 
    I still remember that sign—on the backside of the tree but not on the front 
where we needed it.  I’m so thankful our adventure reminded me that God leaves 
clear trails to lead us—not to lose us—on the path of life.


Marlene Houk is a regular contributor to Blue Ridge Christian News. Her passion 
is to delve deeply into the truths of Bible women and to discuss those in Bible 
Studies called Backstage Pass to Bible Women. She and her husband discover joy, 
nurture, and challenge in their church. Her contact is marlenehouk@bellsouth.net  
Learn more about women in the Bible at Marlene's website: www.MarleneHouk.
com


the western sizzlin


steak
of the week
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Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And fi nd us on Facebook


Imagine a world
Where silence fi lls the void,


Sighing so its heard,
A voice raining kindness.


Imagine a life
Where joy is alive inside
The ones who know strife


Will be erased by serenity’s smiling


Imagine a dream
Where God is at the center


Giving inspiration to redeem,
Filling the heart with generosity


And peace!


Imagine a heart
Who listens to the hope


Echoes wonders so amazing,
Embracing the sound of a prayerful


Whisper, breaking apart….


The darkness, the hurt, the doubt
So that there is not even one cloud
To dim the joy, the awesome shout


From the soul who feels this love, so real
Wiping away every tear, bringing out


The answer to every fear… 


Just imagine what it means to believe
That God, in all His glory…


Came to this world to relieve every
Spirit of the burden it carries,


The endless need for forgiveness…


IMAGINE – grace that can save the soul
From the shadows of past sins,


Mending with a love that makes us whole
So we know what it is to believe


In the wonder that is reality, the goal
Is to imagine with the faith to know…
This is a faith that will forever console,


Bringing peace that is beyond description…


Imagine a world…
Where love is given unconditionally


With a heart that knows that God
In all His glory, will come back for His church,


The church built from the people…
Who believe in His love, His grace, His light…


Never letting go of the faith that brings
Peace beyond comprehension, peace that lives


At the center of the believing that reassures
Every soul that knows – Jesus is alive


He is the love who cannot die!


Imagine a world…
Who takes the time, this Easter,


To remember His sacrifi ce
And the glory that shines so bright


From the heart who believes
He is ALIVE,… and we can know


The love that we imagine – exists inside
Those who believe in His resurrection.


This Easter, I’m so thankful I’m forgiven
By a love that is still alive and giving


Light to the darkness, joy to the desolate
Faith to the unfaithful and peace to the hectic.
This Easter, I know that I’m so very blessed!


By Regina McIntosh
Yancey County


Regina is a heart and soul who loves the Lord, her family, church, nature, camp-
ing, writing, and reading. Her poems have been published by Blue Mountain Arts 
and she has a recent book of Inspirational Christian Poetry available on Amazon 
– A Light in the Darkness by Regina McIntosh. Learn more about her by visiting 
her website at www.reginamcintosh.com


    Back in the Saddle NMBC Youth Rally ’23, April 11-16, 2023 Ridgecrest 
Conference Center, Friday night at 7:00 pm  BRO Kenny Baldwin; Saturday 
morning at 9:30 am Pastor Tony Shirley; Saturday night at 3:30 pm BRO Charlie 
Clark III
    For more information concerning the NMBC Youth Rally please contact our 
church offi  ce at 828-652-7729


Avery County
    Community Good Friday Service at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
A special Tenebrae Service will be held on Good Friday, April 7, at 6 PM at 
the historic Banner Elk Presbyterian Church. The community is invited for 
a worship service of songs and readings entitled “Witnesses” to prepare for 
Easter. "Tenebrae" is the Latin word meaning "darkness". It is also known as a 
service of shadows, observed by the Church since medieval times. Throughout 
the service, the lights grow dimmer and dimmer until the church is in darkness. 
Worshipers leave in silence and darkness to ponder the impact of Christ’s death.
    “There are a few witnesses to the crucifi xion mentioned in the Bible, but what 
might others not mentioned may have thought?”, refl ects Dr. Janet Speer, author 
of the readings. “Witnesses at the event and witnesses today struggle to fully un-
derstand Christ’s suff ering and sacrifi ce. Since that day Christians have revisited 
the scene, searching for better understanding. Although we know today there is a 
sunrise to come, Good Friday is a day we must endure.”
    Music is provided by the choirs, soloists and musicians. Readings and refl ec-
tions will be presented by Rev. Whit Malone, pastor. Their Easter Sunday Wor-
ship Service at 11 AM will feature triumphant music and the fl owering cross. 
Choral director is Nina Allbert, and organist/pianist is David Soyars.
    Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is located at 420 College Drive, adjacent to 
Lees-McRae College campus. For more info, go to www.BannerElkPresbyte-
rian.or


    Pleasant Hill Baptist in the Frank Community of Avery County will begin 
hosting our weekly Masters Club Youth Group starting this evening and will be 
every Wednesday 6:45-8


Burke County
    Drexel Memorial Baptist Church Women of The Word invite you to our an-
nual Women's conference.  With guest speakers Connie Richards and Sunshine 
Miester. Saturday April 22nd, 9:30 am to 1 pm.
    To register go to https://www.drexelmemorial.org/events/women-of-the-word-
conference/2023-04-22
    Questions about the conference? Call Gail @ 828-390-7574 Or call 828-437-
7200


Mitchell County
    Berry Chapel Baptist Church will be presenting the 36th annual presentation 
of, The Living Lord's Supper, Easter drama on Friday, April 7th and Saturday, 
April 8th at 7:00 pm. Altapass Hwy, Spruce Pine, NC 28777


    3 Days That Changed The World presented by Grassy Creek Baptist Church, 
April 21 & 22 @ Riverside Park @ 6:30 pm


Refl ect 2023, Cross Street Commerce Center, 31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, 
NC  Friday, April 7, 2023 at 6:00 pm.  Join us on Good Friday to sing about the 
goodness of God!  This is a free community event. Hosted by Western Carolina 
Church.
Spruce Pine Events:
April 9th – Easter Craft Show at the Commerce Building 9 am – 4 pm
April 15th – Downtown Spring Clean Up
April 29th – Blacksmith Festival  Fire on the Mountain (Downtown) 10:00 am 
– 4:00 pm  Featured Artist Rick Smith with demonstrations by Lisa Geertsen, 
Jason Knight, Glenn Gardner and Frankie Flood 


Yancey County
Passion for Christ Conference – April 5-7,2023 @ 7:00 pm,  Shoal Creek Baptist 
Church, Burnsville, NC
Guest Speakers:  Wed. April 5-Rev. Keith Beck of Little Rock Baptist Church;  
Thurs. April 6-Rev. Chris Fox of West Burnsville Baptist Church;  Fri. April 
7-Rev. Nathan Silver of Grassy Creek Baptist Church.  Music nightly by Beyond 
Measure.  Church Address:  1867e Hwy 19E, Burnsville, NC  Contact:  Reve. 
Merritt Taylor@Shoal Creek Baptist Church.  (828) 682-4828 for information; 
pastor@schoalcreekbc.org
    Camp Funshine is a summer day camp for people of all ages with develop-
mental disabilities. There is no cost to campers! To ensure campers remain safe 
and are able to get the most out of their experience, each camper must be accom-
panied by an adult family member or assistant. We enjoy food, music, games, 
fi shing and rafting for the fi rst three days, the fourth day we celebrate our closing 
ceremony with BBQ and fi reworks! Join us June 19-21 9am-3pm and June 22 
3pm-10pm at Toe River Campground! 
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Hey y’all, we are Steven and Jennifer Painter. We 
started out as some of those folks who saw a sad 
story on the news about a child who had been 
neglected or abused and said, “why did this have to 
happen? We would have gladly taken that child and 
loved him/her!” Yet we didn’t make a move to actually 
BECOME that family because “it was never the right 
time” or “we don’t know where to start”. But really, 
when IS it the right time? Answer: now. How do we 
get started? Answer: just make the call! There are 
children NOW who need someone to bridge that gap. 
Contact McDowell DSS to learn more.  828-652-3355.


With over 165 years of combined experience serving Burke, 
Catawba, and Caldwell County families, the owners and staff 
of Heritage Funeral Service and Crematory are committed to 
helping families plan a personal and meaningful ceremony that 
celebrates life, and begins the much-needed healing process.


1507 E. Main St.
Valdese, NC 28690


Business Hours
Mon -Sun: 9am – 5pm


24 Hour Availability


Phone: (828) 874-0411
Fax: (828) 874-5390


Service with Dedication & Compassion


Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved One.


Get in Touch
Our Team of 


Professionals Are 
Standing By to Help


We are now the new owners 
of Mackie Funeral Service in 
Granite Falls, 35 Duke St. 


Jim Smith is an area Worship Arts Director, He is the Development Director at 
Freedom Life Ministries, and run a production company wjscreativegroup.com


By Jim Smith
McDowell County


    April marks the annual observance of Second Chance Month, 
a time to recognize the importance of helping those returning 
from incarceration reenter society. Freedom Life in Marion, 
Avery, and soon-to-be in Yancey County serves justice-involved 
individuals and their families with programs designed to help 
our clients begin a journey to a new life.
    Freedom Life, the state of North Carolina, and many other agencies across the 
state are taking steps to make sure that those being released from prisons in the 
state have a better chance at success. From improved employment programs to ac-
cess to mental health services and more, there are initiatives in place to help those 
returning from incarceration.
    One of the key initiatives being undertaken with reentry is an increase in 
employment opportunities for reentry individuals. In our own area, Freedom Life 
consistently is partnering with NCWORKS along with many local employers to 
fi nd the right job for those in our reentry program.  The state, along with local 
reentry agencies like Freedom Life,  has implemented a program that provides 
training and job placement services to those returning from incarceration, helping 
them to secure long-term, sustainable employment. This program is also designed 
to connect employers with qualifi ed job seekers, providing employers access to a 
larger pool of potential employees.
    In addition to employment opportunities, North Carolina is also increasing ac-
cess to mental health services for those transitioning from incarceration. Whereas 
Freedom Life doesn't off er all services mentioned in the article, we do work as 
a "connector" to get individuals to the right agency with the best services.  The 
state has recently created a hotline that connects individuals with resources such 
as counselors and therapists. The state is also expanding its reentry programs, 
providing more classes and workshops designed to address the needs of those 
returning from prison. These classes cover topics such as fi nancial literacy, life 
skills, and personal development.   Anyone can access these help lines, services, 
and web-based workshops by going to  https://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/
    During Second Chance Month 2023, the National Reentry Resource Center, in 
partnership with the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), the Offi  ce of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), and Second Chance Act training 
and technical assistance providers, will host live webinars across a range of reen-
try topics.
   Learn more and register for each of these FREE webinars below.
Tuesday, April 4
Strengthening and Maintaining Family Connections: Best Practices for Child-
Friendly Video Visiting 1:00–2:30 p.m. ET
Implementing Forensic Peer Services into Reentry Programming 3:00–4:00 p.m. 
ET
Listen to the Experts: Young People Tell Us What They Need for Successful Re-
entry 4:00–5:00 p.m. ET
Wednesday, April 5
Housing Finance Basics for Criminal Justice Partners 1:00–2:30 p.m. ET
Pell Reinstatement 2023: Preparing for Implementation 2:00–3:30 p.m. ET
Tuesday, April 11
Enhancing Community Supervision through use of Evidence-based Practices: 
Preparing Supervision Staff  to Advance Behavior Change 3:00–4:30 p.m. ET
Tuesday, April 18
Focusing on Reentry Housing and Family Engagement in Collaborative, Compre-
hensive Case Plans 3:00–4:00 p.m. ET
Making Young Persons' Reentry Successful 3:00–4:00 p.m. ET+
Youth Reentry Work Matters: Comprehensive Youth Reentry Planning and Case 
Management 3:00–4:30 p.m. ET
Wednesday, April 19
Preparing Justice-Impacted People for Infrastructure Jobs 2:00–3:30 p.m. ET
Thursday, April 20
Look Beyond Recidivism: How to Capture Your Reentry Program's Impact 
3:00–4:30 p.m. ET
Promoting Reentry for Young Adults: Perspectives from the Field 3:00–4:15 p.m. 
ET
Thursday, April 27
Harnessing the Power of Video for Reentry Program Branding and Sustainability
3:00–4:30 p.m. ET
    Now to point to the services that Freedom Life does off er...  We off er Life 
coaching, inside and outside the jail, housing for clients, job skills and connec-
tors, group meetings, spiritual counseling, and many other individualized specifi c 
needs.  Did you know we also have a car giveaway program?   When someone do-
nates a used car, we fi nd the best-connected client for success and, when possible, 
award them a car.  In the last 18 months, we have given away over 15 cars! 
    Freedom Life is not a recovery agency but has many sister agencies with which 
we can off er a connection. Please reach out to Freedom Life for more informa-
tion you may need about our reentry work, resources, and partnerships.  www.
freedomlifeministries.org call 828.559.2224 or email at info@freedomlifeminis-
tries.org
    If you would like to donate to help Freedom Life continue the much-needed 
work here in McDowell, Avery, or Yancey, please go to our website or mail your 
donation to Freedom Life PO Box 1134 Marion NC 28752 
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“Where nails and seeds are still sold by the pound, and 
thank-you’s are given by the bushel.”


110 Estatoa Ave. • Newland, NC • 828-733-0408


By Ryan Bridego
Avery County


    On January 1st we announced to our church that we 
would be taking a trip to Uganda in February. A team of 
12 quickly came together and started preparing by raising 
funds, collecting clothing, toys, and candy for the orphan 
children, and gathering Bibles for Pastors and new believ-
ers. By the grace of God, we received more than we could 
bring. Loaded down with 24 fi fty-pound bags, plus carry-ons and backpacks, we 
left Sunday, February 19th on the adventure of a lifetime. 
    We traveled through the night into Belgium, onto Rwanda, and fi nally arrived 
in Entebbe, Uganda, Tuesday after midnight. We made it to our lodging loca-
tion around 3 am, with morning services beginning at 9 am. To our surprise, 
around 3:15 am we heard a sound coming from outside. The people had gath-
ered together for a time of prayer, worship, and intercession for the conference.                                      
They were singing and shouting hallelujah, off ering up prayers to the Lord for 
over an hour. 
    The conference was held in a very rural area named Buwambo. This area had 
zero Christian infl uence. In fact, witches had declared that a church would never 
be established here. But that was soon to change. By the end of the three-day 
conference over 100 people had given their lives to Jesus, including the leading 
chairperson of that region (similar to a mayor). Jesus was the talk of the town, 
even in the bars. Many were set free from alcohol addictions and other strong-
holds as well. My wife, Holly, and I prayed for 7 young men who were addicted 
to alcohol. They later testifi ed that they were free from addiction! Previously, they 
could not go a single day or night without a drink but now they could. 
    On Thursday evening, we ordained 10 pastors into the ministry. This was one 
of our favorite nights as God touched them in such a powerful way. At the end of 
the service, we laid hands on them for impartation and when we did, power was 
released. The atmosphere in the room changed drastically. It was so evident that 
God was pleased with the ordination of these pastors. This service was broadcast-
ed live on Break Through Media television and 40 people who watched gave their 
lives to Christ. It was so glorious! 
    On Friday morning, those who were wanting to be baptized arrived early to 
hear several teachings on baptism. During this time, others helped fi ll the pool. It 
took 4-5 hours of hauling 5-gallon jerry cans to get enough water to baptize. But 
it was well worth the eff ort. Around 100 people were baptized that day, and it was 
powerful. Many were delivered from evil spirits in the waters of baptism and oth-
ers received their heavenly prayer language. It was a day we will never forget.
    On Saturday we headed to Kidera, where we previously drilled six wells. These 
wells provide safe, healthy, drinking water for thousands of people. We were there 
to witness the drilling of well number seven. While we were there, we were intro-
duced to a widow who was taking care of 22 children. Eleven of them slept with 
her in a house that was 10x12 and another eleven slept in a similar house beside 
them. Moved with compassion, our team decided to try to do something to help 
this burdened lady. We communicated the need back home and several friends 
gave us enough money to build them a new home. Construction has already begun 
for an 18x30 house with a separate building for a restroom. Many neighbors 
gathered to watch the building of this widow’s house and were moved to tears by 
this generous work. To top it all off , eight people gave their lives to Christ that day 
including this precious widow.
    Sunday morning, we preached at our friend Pastor Steven’s church in Nan-
koma. The service was great, and seven more gave their lives to Jesus. Many were 
touched by the power of God and were healed of their infi rmities. Headaches 
seemed to be common there, even perpetual headaches lasting for years. We broke 
the power of witchcraft, and they were healed instantly. There were so many heal-
ings that morning. People were also delivered from shame and demons. One of 
the demons spoke out in perfect English saying, “Who are you?” in a scared tone 
of voice. I replied, “I am Ryan Bruce Edward Bridgeo, son of the most high God. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, shut up and come out of her.” Immediately the lady 
was free. It was beautiful, exciting, and so much fun. What an honor to be a part 
of the family of God, and see lives transformed for His glory.


    The next day, 
we gathered with 
the 200+ orphans 
in Pastor Steven’s 
care. Everyone 
received at least one 
item of clothing. 
Children without 
shoes received 
them, and they all 
were given candy, 
including the adults. 
Some didn’t know 
to take the candy 
out of the wrap-
per, this was a new 
experience for 
them. We hosted a 
meal (including a 
bottle of soda) for 
the children, their 
caregivers, and 
some community members. They were thrilled! 
    At the end of our time together we were completely overwhelmed, as the chil-
dren came forward and gave us gratitude gifts of passion fruit, avocados, bananas, 
papayas, jackfruit, and much more. It was hard to receive, but they would have 
been off ended if we didn’t. We graciously took it, and later discretely donated it to 
a local school in need of food.  
    While there, we purchased supplies to support 30 widows with several weeks 
of food. Pastor Steven personally delivered these packages, and the widows were 
overjoyed. One elderly lady even did a special tribal dance to say thank you. 
    Later that day, we left for Kenya for the city of Kisii. There we preached the 
gospel at our friend Pastor Aboki’s church. Thirteen people gave their lives to the 
Lord! We saw many miracles including 
the healing of someone’s eyes who pre-
viously needed reading glasses, some-
one healed of an environmental illness 
that had made her sensitive to smells, 
and the healing of an older gentleman 
who had been in a motorcycle accident. 
He was still wearing the bandages on 
his leg. We were unsure what the exact 
injury was, but after prayer, he was do-
ing squats and jumps because his pain 
was completely gone!
    We visited 23 orphans that were in 
Pastor Aboki’s orphanage. We gave the 
children the remaining clothing, school 
supplies, book bags, soccer balls, foot-
balls, frisbees, and candy donations. We 
were thrilled to see their happy faces. 
    A favorite memory for our team was 
when our Muslim driver was touched 
by the love of God. He was so moved 
by our ministry to the children, the elders, and others, that one evening he asked 
us to lead him to the Lord. He then asked if we would give him a Christian name. 
What an honor! We gave him the name Nathaniel, which means gift of God. 
    From there we were blessed to see the beauty of God’s creations while on a 
safari. We saw lions, giraff es, zebras, water buff alo, wildebeest, cheetahs, a rhino, 
an elephant, antelopes, warthogs, and much more. It was a perfect way to end the 
trip! 
    In total, we saw 170 salvations, 100 baptized, as well as many healings and 
deliverances. Only God knows the real impact that this trip has had on the nations 
of Uganda and Kenya and in our hearts. 
    If you would like to know more or how you might become involved in this 
ministry 
please reach 
out to Pastor 
Ryan at pas-
tor@plum-
treechurch.
com or call 
828-765-
6919.


From left to right, back row – Nick Bowman, Ryan Bridgeo, 
David Gillespie, Isaac, Jozie & Randy West. Front row – 
Marianne Jones, Lauren & Holly Bridgeo, Lesa West, Teddy 
& Heather Hughes.


Ryan Bridgeo can be reached at 828-765-6919. For more information you can 
visit the church website at www.plumtreechurch.com or email pastor@plumtree-
church.com
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Insurance Group, Inc. 
AUTO•HOME•BUSINESS•LIFE 


WE ARE COMMITTED TO 
DOING OUR BEST FOR YOU!


“INSURANCE is the most IMPORTANT thing
a person has because it protects him against
the loss of everything he has in the world.”


-H.O. Hirt, ERIE Founder


 
7548A Hwy 19E, Spruce Pine, NC  •  www.miller-insurance-group.com  


(828) 765-1711 


And Our Community


By Christy Ogburn
Avery County


    One woman’s story…..I have been on a long journey of 
guilt, regret, and grief since my abortion at 17 years old. 
I did marry my baby’s father later and God has blessed us 
with children and grandchildren. I know that God brought 
Anne Ministries into my life. God has used His written 
word, Chastity’s testimony, and the Bible study “Forgiven and Set Free” to help 
me start healing. I know God has forgiven me, and I must forgive myself. It’s ok 
to grieve for my baby. I know my journey of healing is not over but I have my 
God to help me until He places my baby, Sawyer, in my arms one day. 
    This testimony is from one of our post-abortive mothers that has been through 
the Bible study “Forgiven and Set Free” and attends our Beauty for Ashes Support 
Group that meets monthly at the ministry. The month of April is Abortion Recov-
ery Awareness Month. We want to encourage and extend God’s healing grace to 
those hurting from abortion. Abortion affects both men and women. Statistics tell 
us that one in four women will have had an abortion by the age of 45. Worldwide, 
there are 125,000 abortions per day. With these statistics it is very likely you know 
at least one person affected by abortion. You may even be the person affected.    
Many are suffering silently. They need to know God forgives the sin of abortion. 
They can forgive themselves and accept God’s gift of forgiveness and healing in 
their life. 
    Anne Ministries offers a safe and confidential place for God’s healing to take 
place in the lives of those that have suffered from a past abortion. The ministry of-
fers one on one support and group support for both women and men. The ministry 
is committed to helping those that are hurting from a past abortion to find hope 
and healing through Jesus Christ.
    Our Post Abortion Support Group has recently named the group “Beauty for 
Ashes”. It has been such a blessing to be a part of this beautiful group of ladies. I 
have been able to witness God taking what was ashes and now seeing God bring 
so much beauty into the lives of these precious women.
    A beautiful verse and promise of what Christ will do for those that are hurting 
are found in Isaiah 61:3, “To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that He might be glorified.” 
    If you or someone you know is hurting from a past abortion reach out to Anne 
Ministries. Contact Chastity at 828-742-1973 or email anneministries@gmail.com 
to find out more about abortion recovery and receive the support you need to start 
on the path to healing.


Chastity Anne Ogburn is a follower of Jesus Christ. She is the founder and direc-
tor of Anne Ministries offering pregnancy support and recovery services in Avery 
County. She is the author of “His Grace Covers All”, a memoir inspired by God. 
Chastity and her husband Jay attend Emmanuel Baptist Church in Newland. They 
have six children and two grandsons.  For more information or to contact Chas-
tity visit anneministries.com or email anneministries@gmail.com


By Steve Williams
Mitchell County


      I hear the story of a little girl who asked her mom, 
“is Jesus a rose?” Not really, she answered,”  “Why?” 
Because explained the little girl,” I heard them singing 
in Sunday School he’s a rose.” No corrected the mother, 
“You heard them sing He Arose.”
     Here we are entering into the Easter Season, and 
what an exciting season it is, or at least it is for me. This 
is a time when we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  It was Jesus Christ who died for our sins just as the Bible 
said He would, and He was buried, but He is not a coffined Christ, but He is a Liv-
ing Christ, He was buried but Thank God He Arose.
     Since death was not able to keep a hold of Him Christ has the victory and the 
assurance that He is with us. He is with us in every time of confusion to guide us, 
in every time of sorrow to comfort us, in every time of temptation to strengthen 
us, and in every time of loneliness to befriend us. The same forgiving voice that 
said to the sinful woman, “Go and sin no more,” speaks forgiveness to us today. 
The same strong voice that said to the storm, “Peace be still,” will calm the storms 
in our lives today. The same loving voice that said to the repentant thief, “today 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise,” will call all who believe in Him home to be 
with Him in heaven forever more. AREN’T YOU GLAD HE AROSE? 
Words of Wisdom:
• Listen you’ll Learn Something
• The man who gets ahead is the man who does more than necessary and keeps 
doing it.
• The man who walks close to God leaves no room for the devil to come between.
• A rumor is like a check, never endorse it until you’re sure it’s genuine.
• Only you can damage your character. 
• An atheist can’t find Christ for the same reason a thief can’t find a policeman.
• A handful of common sense is worth a bushel of learning.
Question of the Month:
Wouldn’t you rather be patient on the highway than be a patient in the hospital?
The True Meaning of Success:
• Coming together is a Beginning.
• Keeping together is a Process.
• Working together is Success.    Henry Ford


What is Palm Sunday? 
    The last Sunday before Easter is called Palm Sunday. It’s the beginning of 
Holy Week. The service on Palm Sunday honors our Lord’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem. On this day our Lord rode a young donkey and the people took palm 
branches and went before Him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord.”
What is Good Friday?
    It is the last Friday before Easter. It was on this day that Christ died for all our 
sins. It is called “good” because of the atoning sacrifice of our Lord, for He bore 
our sins in His own body on the cross of Calvary.
Which One Of These Persons Are You:
    There are three kinds of people in the world: the wills, the wants, and the cant's
    The wills do everything. The won’ts hinder everything, The can’ts fail in every-
thing.
    Which kind of person are you?


Steve Williams is the Pastor of Berry Chapel Baptist Church in Spruce Pine.
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By Cody T. McCain
Burke County


“I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people.”
Jude 1:3
    This scripture presents a two-fold meaning of contending 
for the faith. We must contend for OUR faith and we must 
contend for THE faith. But what does it mean to contend? The 
dictionary tells us that this word means “to strive against diffi  culties.” That defi nitely 
provides an accurate depiction of this word, but the original Greek paints an even 
more detailed picture. The original word used in this verse is the word agonizomai 
(where we get our English words “agony” or “agonize”) which not only refers to 
striving against diffi  culties but also refers to “competing for a prize” as in a game. 
Our very lives can be likened to a race! The scripture tells us in Hebrews 12:1, 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off  everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.” The imagery here is that of a great relay 
race such as those seen in the Olympic Games (which took place during the time 
this very verse was written, suggesting that these games provided a backdrop for 
the writer to teach a spiritual principle!). To contend for OUR faith is to persevere 
through the various diffi  culties and temptations that come into our personal lives. Be-
ing that our fi ght is “…is not against fl esh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:10), we can conclude that the adver-
saries against us are the various schemes and strategies of the enemy designed to 
promote UNBELIEF. Hebrews 4:11 states, “Let us labor therefore to enter into that 
rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.” Unbelief here literally 
means OBSTINACY or a BLATANT OPPOSITION TO GOD’S DIVINE WILL 
(A.K.A. DISOBEDIENCE). Whatever the enemy has discovered to use against us to 
be eff ective in promoting disobedience and a rejection of God’s perfect will for our 
lives – whether it be doubt, fear, idolatry, carnality, pride, lust, etc. – that is what he 
will indeed use! However, we are commanded to contend for OUR faith by resisting 
these tactics (James 4:7) through the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s Word!
    As we contend for OUR faith, we then eff ectively contend for THE faith. The faith 
according to scripture is the pure and unadulterated Gospel of Jesus Christ which 
tells us that Jesus is “…the way, the truth, and the life: no man can come unto the 
Father but by Him” (John 14:6). We are living in a day and time where the spirit 
of deception and error is running rampant not just in the world, but in the Body of 
Christ (the Church)! The scripture reminds us that 1 Timothy 4:1  “…that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils.” We are in fact witnessing this very occurrence in our pres-
ent day and age. It has become unpopular to simply proclaim Jesus and uphold the 
standard of His Word! But we must strive against the external opposition that comes 
against THE faith! Despite the adversity facing the Church, even where much new 
age, conscious (a.k.a. “Woke” philosophy), spiritualist, and various other philoso-
phies seek to make the church (the Body of Christ, not the building!) irrelevant and 
doomed to fall from existence, the Lord Jesus Himself declared that “upon this rock 
(the rock being the revelation that Jesus is the Messiah and that salvation is found in 
none other) I will build my church, and THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PRE-
VAIL AGAINST IT” (Matthew 16:18 – emphasis added). We must purpose, despite 
ridicule and mockery to stand for and proclaim the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
Gospel brings about salvation, healing, deliverance, and peace for all who would 
dare to obey it!
    I encourage all of us that as we contend for OUR faith in our personal walk with 
Jesus that we allow Holy Spirit to set us ablaze with a passion and endurance to 
persevere. As we persevere personally, we can persevere corporately by demonstrat-
ing the Biblical Jesus to a world that has not yet seen the “fullness of Him who fi lls 
everything in every way” (Ephesians 1:23), resulting in an EFFECTIVE contending 
for THE faith!
Cody T. McCain Sr. is the owner, funeral director, and embalmer of McCain 
Funeral Home & Cremations, LLC located in Morganton.  He, along with his wife 
Shaunda, have a passion to serve their community with the love, integrity, and 
excellence of Christ.  
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By Jim Huskins
McDowell County


    At its core, the Bible is a handbook on sacrifi ce. 
Jesus is the sacrifi ce for our sins, but what does that 
mean? The key to understanding the ministry of Je-
sus is the intimate knowledge of the Book of Leviticus. Otherwise, we will never 
comprehend that Holy God cannot abide sin, that sin always results in a penalty of 
death, and that God’s system for resolving our guilt is substitutionary sacrifi ce.
    Only the death of one who is blameless can produce forgiveness. Under the 
Levitical priesthood, animals were slaughtered so that sinners might be spared. 
Since animals are incapable of sin, they are all innocent in God’s eyes. Sacrifi ced 
animals had to be “clean” as specifi ed by Leviticus 11. The only mammals accept-
able for sacrifi ce were cattle, sheep, and goats. The only acceptable birds were 
pigeons and turtledoves. 
    Being a member of an appropriate species was not enough. Any bull, heifer, 
sheep, or goat presented had to be the best available. Keepers of livestock im-
prove their fl ocks and herds by breeding outstanding specimens. Since God only 
accepts animals with zero defects, sacrifi ce always results in the loss of the best 
breeding stock.
    The book of Exodus tells of God freeing his people from Egyptian slavery. The 
Hebrew name for Egypt means “place of confi nement and distress.” In the Bible, 
Egypt is a metaphor for sin. The fi nal step to freedom was a sacrifi ce known as the 
Passover Lamb. During the 1600 years between Moses and Jesus, an incalculable 
number of perfect lambs was sacrifi ced. It is no accident that John the Baptist 
refers to Jesus as “The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
    We are uncomfortable with the notion that our sin makes us unacceptable to 
God. We would rather pretend that once we “ask Jesus into our heart,” God ig-
nores our sins. We may occasionally feel pangs of guilt when we sin, but that may 
not lead us to study the Book of Leviticus. It might, however, turn our attention to 
something called “sacrifi ce of praise.”
    A similar idea in scripture is the “sacrifi ce of thanksgiving.” Psalm 50:14 says, 
“Off er to God a sacrifi ce of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most 
High.” “I can do that,” we think. “I can make praise and thanksgiving my sacri-
fi ce. I won’t have to shed blood or give away anything costly.” The only problem 
with this plan is that we do not understand sacrifi ce. We equate “praise” and 
“thanksgiving” with the emotional catharsis many experiences through religious 
entertainment.
    The Bible insists on a connection between true worship and holy lives. James 
1:26-27 says, “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and 
undefi led before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their af-
fl iction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” One cannot be “unstained 
from the world” while pursuing worldly satisfactions. If we love Jesus, we must 
keep His commandments.
    The danger in worship and praise is that we try to use it to “buy God off .” If we 
go through the motions of worship as defi ned by our congregation, we think that 
is enough. Instead of worship which overfl ows from obedient, faithful hearts, we 
off er God mere lip service.
    God rejects our superfi ciality. Jesus was often confronted by religious leaders 
because He and His disciples did not follow manmade traditions. His response 
to one of those encounters is Mark 7:6-7, “And he said to them, ‘Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honors me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines 
the commandments of men.’”
    Sin is so off ensive to Holy God that only innocent blood can make atonement. 
“Manmade commandments,” say we can live any way we like as long as we show 
up regularly to sing and dance and wave our hands. Popular teachers including 
Andy Stanley proclaim that Christians are not even required to keep the Ten Com-
mandments. They love to quote Hebrews 6:14, “For sin will have no dominion 
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.” Those teachers always 
omit the surrounding verses. Twelve and thirteen say, “Let not sin therefore reign 
in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not present your members 
to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instru-
ments for righteousness.” Fifteen and sixteen say, “What then? Are we to sin 
because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know 
that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 
one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 
leads to righteousness?” 
    “Sacrifi ce of thanksgiving” has nothing to do with words we say or sing. Our 
only legitimate expression of profound gratitude for the gift of salvation by grace 
through faith is to live in obedience to God’s instructions. The “sacrifi ce of praise” 
is presenting our bodies to God as “instruments for righteousness.” Righteousness 
is keeping the law. Either the writer of Hebrews was insane, or Andy Stanley is 
wrong.
    The wages of sin are death. Animal blood could not ultimately atone for sin. 
The only means I have to avoid death is faith in the Perfect Son of God. He of-
fered Himself as a substitutionary sacrifi ce for me. I owe Him everything. I can 
only thank Him through a constant, legitimate eff ort to live as He lived, but His 
walk is demanding. He knows when I am faking. He will never settle for my lip 
service. Perhaps that is why God says in Psalm 50:9, as rendered by the RSV, “I 
will accept no bull from your house.”


    Obedient Heart Fellowship meets each Sabbath (Seventh Day) at 2460 US 221 
Business N. Marion, NC. 10:00 A.M. 828-460-7913


 Jim Huskins is pastor of Obedient Heart Fellowship.
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By Steve Bietz
Burke County


[The angel] said to them, "Do not be alarmed, you seek Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucifi ed.  He is risen!  He is not here.  
See the place where they laid him.  But go tell His disciples 
--and Peter-- that He is going before you into Galilee; there 
you will see Him, as He said to you."  ‘So they went out 
quickly and fl ed from the tomb, for they trembled and were 
amazed.  And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” Mark 16:6-8, 
NKJV
    The resurrection of Jesus is the hinge of history.  It is the transforming event in 
the lives of the disciples.  How important it was that they hear the good news that 
"He is risen!"
    Thus the command from the angel to the ladies to tell the disciples.  The most 
interesting aspect of that injunction is the addition of "and Peter."
    Here is immediate grace in its most startling form.  After all, the last we heard 
of the disciples in Mark's Gospel was that they "all forsook Him and fl ed" (Mark 
14:50 RSV).  And of Peter that he had cursed and swore that he didn't know Jesus, 
after which "he broke down and wept" (verses 71, 72, RSV).
    Peter must have gone through utter despair in the three days since he had be-
trayed Jesus.  Signifi cantly, Mark is the only Gospel writer to record Jesus' special 
invitation to the fallen Peter.  Peter himself collaborated with Mark in the writing 
of his Gospel.  All the other Gospel writers may have neglected the words "and 
Peter," but Peter never could.  Those two words both shattered his despair and 
renewed his hope.  The Jesus who had urged him to forgive seventy times seven 
was doing that very thing for His fallen disciple. 
    Here is grace.  Jesus didn't give Peter what he deserved.  On the contrary, He 
off ered him what he didn't deserve, forgiveness and restoration to apostleship.  If 
the word of grace from the resurrected Lord includes a traitor like Peter, readers 
of the gospel may rest assured that it includes those of their community who have 
also failed.  And that goes for clergy also.  We must never forget who Peter was 
and what he did.  Yet Jesus forgave him.
    That is truly "Amazing Grace," grace that stretches the imagination of even the 
most generous Christians.  Could we do what Jesus did?  Or, more pertinently, 
would we want Jesus to do the same for us were we in Peter's position?  I suspect 
I don't need to remind us that we are all like Peter in more ways than we care to 
admit.  But we too can know the resurrection grace that the Lord extended to Pe-
ter.  You see, we need to realize that "and Peter" means "and Steve," "and Mary," 
"and George," "and each and every one of us."


Steve Bietz, Pastor, Morganton Seventh day Adventist Church. 
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By Thomas Thorne
McDowell County
   
    Passover is a time when we need to give special praise to 
God and Jesus. Passover memorializes Jesus’ sacrifi ce for us 
so that our sins can be forgiven. “For even Christ, our Pass-
over is sacrifi ced for us” (1 Cor. 5:7 KJV). John 3:16 tells 
us, “God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life.” This is a time for us to praise God. To praise Him with 
all of our beings, for without the sacrifi ce of His son, we would truly be lost.
    Many times the middle of something is very signifi cant. One of the most beau-
tiful and powerful passages regarding praising God is found right in the middle of 
the Bible. 
    Consider a piece of fruit: a peach, a nectarine, a plum, a cherry, or just about 
any fruit with a single seed.  Right in the middle of the fruit is the seed.  Every-
thing grows around that seed.  
    Or think about a tree. In the fall or winter, you may see acorns drop to the 
ground. The next summer you might see a little stubble growing.  Over the years, 
if left unattended, this little stubble grows up and out, right from the middle.  
If you have a Bible nearby, pick it up and open it to what you feel is the middle.  
There’s a good chance that you will open to the book of Psalms. 
    In the King James version of the Bible, there are a total of 39 books and 23,145 
verses in the Old Testament, and 27 books and 7,957 verses in the New Testa-
ment. This makes for a total of 66 books and 31,102 verses. This means that the 
middle two verses of the Bible are verse numbers 15,551 and 15,552, as there are 
15,550 verses on both sides (15,550 + 15,550 + 2 = 31,102). These two verses are 
Psalm 103:1-2. 
    Let’s read this passage from the King James Version fi rst:
    “A Psalm of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefi ts.”
(Ps. 103:1-2 KJV)
    And next from the New International Version:
    “Of David. Praise the LORD, my soul, and all my inmost being, praise His holy 
name! Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefi ts.” (Ps. 103:1-2 
NIV).
    Notice the only real diff erence (aside from the introduction to the chapter) is 
the word “bless/praise.” This word is from the original Hebrew bah-re-key, which 
can mean either “bless” or “praise.” By the way, this verb is written in Hebrew, it 
is a direct command and is to be an ongoing event. In other words, through David, 
God is telling us forcefully that we should “Praise the Lord regularly and continu-
ally!”
    What a wonderful bit of instruction to be right in the middle of the instruction 
manual for the life of our Lord and King!  A relationship with Jesus is built from 
praising Him, kneeling before Him, talking with Him, and listening to Him.  It all 
grows right from the center words of the Bible. 
    Now let’s look at these two verses a little further.  Notice the following four 
points:
1. Both of these two verses start with the phrase “Bless/Praise the Lord.”
2. In the King James Bible, there are a total of 28 English words in these two 
verses.  The very four middle words form the phrase “Bless (Praise) His holy 
name.” 
3. There are twelve words on both sides of this middle phrase.  Twelve is the num-
ber in the Bible that points to God’s perfect government.
4. And let’s not forget the conclusion to the second verse: “and forget not all His 
benefi ts.”  
    All this is in the very middle two verses of the book that God has given us.  
Amazing!  I feel like just shouting hallelujah (praise be to God)!  
    I realize that the Bible was put into divisions by man, but I think it’s unlikely 
that the scholars who worked on the division of the Bible into chapters and verses 
did this collaboratively and intentionally. Our God is an awesome God.  He knows 
the beginning from the end.  His plan has been in place since before creation.


My name is Tom Thorne. My wife (Amy) and I moved to Marion from Denver, NC 
almost a year and a half ago.  Amy and I are fellowship leaders of a small congre-
gation of Believers called "Servants of the Most High God."  Tom can be reached 
at servantsotmhg@gmail.com
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    Mitchell County Farm Bureau Women’s Com-
mittee is participating in the Book of the Month 
Project. The books are books about the importance 
of Agriculture and where our food comes from, in-
teresting stories of animals and life on a farm.  Two 
of our ladies Sherry Bartlett and Sheila Speight, 
read to an Elementary Class in Spruce Pine and in 
Bakersville Schools, as well as Story time in Spruce 
Pine and Bakersville Libraries. Learning can be 
so much fun and these ladies certainly bring the 
excitement to reading.


Sherry Bartlett Reading 
at the Spruce Pine Public 
Library


Sherry and Sheila Reading at the Spruce Pine Public LibraryClosed Sunday
-Go to Church
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 again! again!
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By Robert Garner
Rutherford County


    This topic of Sabbath day observance will hopefully 
bring a more intense understanding of God’s Holy Word. 
“The Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) is a 24-hour 
time standard based on atomic clocks, as combined with 
the earth’s rotation”. The Gregorian calendar is divided 
into 7-day weeks, and the weeks are numbered 1 to 52, 
(absent leap year calculation). The International Standard is to start the week on 
Monday designated as the 1st day of the week. Many countries like the USA and 
Canada, count Sunday as the 1st day of the week. 
    God Almighty set the rotation motion of planets with His creation of the uni-
verse. Also, the science of time, given to mankind by God, aligns the Gregorian 
calendar with earth’s timeline of creation. 
    God Almighty spoke the universe into existence, on Sunday, the fi rst day of the 
week. Gen. KJV 1:3-16, “And God Said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
God made two great lights and the stars, and let them be for signs, for seasons, 
and for days, and years [on the earth]. God call the light Day, and darkness 
Night. And the evening and the morning were the [ 1st ] fi rst day”.
    The entire knowledge of God’s Word in the Scriptures, both New and Old 
Testament, requires material and spiritual understanding (John 5:39 “search the 
scriptures”) the symbolic words of allegory. John 1:14, “The Word was made fl esh 
[Jesus Christ] and dwelt among us”. 
    The fi rst 5 verses of God’s Word in the Bible, KJV Gen1:1-5, contrast the 
world’s glory and depravity.  God’s creation proclaims; “Let there be Light, and 
there was Light”. And the evening and the morning were the [1st] fi rst day”. This 
demands our complete attention be given to the future coming of the LORD Jesus 
Christ, regarding His Light and the world’s darkness. John 8:12, “Then spake 
Jesus unto them, saying I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” Walking in darkness symboli-
cally refers to death, ignorance, sin, and wickedness.
    A Seventh-Day Sabbath Old Testament ceremonial law forbids any work to be 
done on the Seventh-Day Sabbath, which was Saturday. See Exodus 31:12-17. 
See Hebrews 9:14 regarding Seventh-Day Old Testament Covenant Ceremonial 
animal blood sacrifi ces, all point to the blood of Jesus Christ’s death. The Old 
Testament First Covenant Laws were dead works (Heb. 9:1) that had ordinances 
of divine service and a worldly sanctuary. Many ceremonial law sacrifi ces were 
required throughout the Israelite's generations. Blood sacrifi ces of rams and 
lambs, garment edge fringes, and burnt off erings by fi re for a sweet savour to the 
LORD; See Leviticus 23:15-22.
    For the slight infraction of picking up sticks on the 7th Day Old Testament Sab-
bath, the Holy day of rest to the LORD; God Almighty orders the congregation to 
stone a man to death. Numbers 15:32-36 declares the following; “And the LORD 
said unto Moses, the man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall 
stone him with stones without [outside] the camp”. 
    Exodus 31:15, “Six days may work be done; but in the seventh day is the sab-
bath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosover doeth any work in the sabbath day, he 
shall surely be put to death”. 
    God knew the heart of the man found gathering sticks. Jeremiah 17:10, “I the 
LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings”. The man gathering sticks on the 
7th Seventh-Day Sabbath must have planned to start a fi re. Perhaps an animal 
burnt off ering sacrifi ce to God on the sabbath day. This “work” his heart inclined 
him to do, thinking it would assist with his salvation, and give Glory to God 
Almighty.  
    The New Testament Covenant proves only the work of Jesus Christ’s blood (his 
death on the cross), is the one and only sacrifi ce required for salvation. Romans 
3:21 “Manifested without the law” by Christ’s death on the cross, for the forgive-
ness of mankind’s sins. Hebrews 9:14, “How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit off ered himself without spot to God, purged your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God”.   
    Jesus Christ’s Atonement, (His crucifi xion, a reconciliation substitute for sin 
covering), took place Thursday evening, Friday, and Saturday; (3 nights). Also, 
(3 days) Friday, Saturday, partial day Sunday. Luke 24:7, “The son of man must 
be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucifi ed, and the third day rise 
again”. Mathew 12:40, three days and three nights.
    Christ’s resurrection on Sunday canceled out the Old Testament Saturday Sab-
bath, the 7th day of the week, and all the Old Testament ceremonial laws. The 
Sunday after Passover, Friday, April 1, A.D.33 according to the Gregorian calen-
dar, Christ appeared to his disciples to prove himself alive (Acts 1:3).
    Mathew KJV 28:1, “In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
fi rst day [sabbath] of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see 
the sepulchre. Luke 24:1, Now upon the fi rst day [sabbath] of the week, very early 
in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bring spices which they had pre-
pared, and certain others with them. Mark 16:1, and when the sabbath was past, 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salone, had brought sweet 
spices, then they might come and anoint him”.
    We can further verify this fact (end of the seventh-day sabbath) by more than 
600 years of biblical scripture investigation. * Below Old English Scripture 
Verses*.
    *WICLIF Bible-Year 1380 - Mathew 28:1, But in the eventide of the saboth 
that bigynneth to schyne (shine) in the fi rst dai of the wike. *TYNDALE Bible 


-Year 1534 – Mathew 28-1, The Sabboth daye at even which daunneth the mo-
rowe after the Sabboth. *GENEVA Bible-Year-1557,
Mark16:1, And when the Sabbath day was past. * CRANMER Bible-Year 1539, 
Luke 24:1, But vpon the fi rst daye of the Sabbothes, very early in the mornynge 
they came vnto the sepulcre*. 
    Only one vailed command carries over and remains from the Seventh-day Old 
Testament Ceremonial Laws. That command orders the Christian not to do any 
work which they believe in their heart contributes and secures their salvation. 
That includes baptism and circumcision (Old Testament washing/cutting off  sins) 
are only shadows, or a sign, without any substance. Ephesians 4:5, One Lord, One 
faith, One baptism.
    Unless Christians can wash themselves in their own blood, Revelation 1:5, 
becomes the Christians' only hope for cleansing of our sin condition. “And form 
Jesus Christ who is the faithful witness, and the fi rst begotten of the dead, and the 
prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own Blood” [ Death]. 
    Jesus Christ “works” as He abandons the Sabbath day ceremonial laws. Jesus 
plucks corn on the Sabbath day Mat.12:1. Jesus heals a man at the Bethesda pool 
John 5:1-10. The start of the New Testament Church was on Sunday, the fi rst day 
of the week. The Holly Spirit was poured out on Pentecost, a Sunday, and ap-
proximately three thousand followers of Christ were saved.
    The prophecy of Isaiah chapter 53:1-12 stands out regarding Jesus Christ, 
rejected of men. Isaiah also defi nes how we are to observe the New Testament 
Sunday Sabbath Day, 1st day of the week.
    Isaiah 58:13-14 “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day, and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, 
honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor fi nding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words. Then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed 
thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken 
it”.
    Your comments are always appreciated. Contact email; valleygravel@outlook.
com


My name is Robert W. Garner, my wife and I live in Union Mills, Rutherford 
County, NC. I’m a Christian Bible study researcher/writer/coach allied with other 
Biblical Scripture investigators unaffi  liated with any church denominations. Our 
Scripture research spans 600 years of Christian Bible languages which include 
English, Hebrew, and Greek. As God Almighty commands in 1 Corinthians 2:13 
we search the scriptures; “not in the words which man’s wisdom teaches, but what 
the Holy Ghost teaches; comparing spiritual with spiritual”; which is a scripture 
with scripture.


NOW OPEN!!!
A family owned & operated business


(an entity of Buff’s Tire & Service)
Located at 303 Burkemont Ave, 


Morganton, NC
(across from Freedom Insurance)


We offer multiple services including:


• New Tires
• Brakes
• Alignments
• NC State Inspections
• General Repairs 


Manager:
Nicholas McCabe
828-608-0840
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“Does your provider 
make house calls?”


“Ours do!” 
Call our Hospice & Palliative care 
team today for more information. 
Serving Mitchell, Yancey, Madison & 
Buncombe counties.  
828-682-9675


Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And fi nd us on Facebook


By Kurt Bomar
Avery County


    In Luke 10 we read of Jesus traveling through a 
village called Bethany. There he met three siblings: 
Lazarus, Martha, and Mary. He must have developed a 
rather quick, but deep relationship with the three. I say 
this because the death of Lazarus was one of only a 
few occasions where we read of Jesus mourning (here 
over the loss of his friend.)
    But it’s Mary I want to look at. She is mentioned three times in Scripture. Each 
time she is positioned at the feet of Jesus.
    First when she meets Jesus in Luke 10. Mary here is just going about her daily 
activities when she hears the words of Jesus and is enthralled, she sits at His feet 
in rapt attention.
    Next, we see her in a time of desperation. Her 
brother is deathly sick and she sends word to Jesus 
to come quickly. By the time Jesus arrives, Lazarus 
has been dead for four days. (The Jews believed at 
that time that the spirit sat beside the body for three 
days in hopes of reuniting with the body-therefore 
the four-day delay may have been intended to con-
vince all of the certainty of Lazarus’ death). Never-
theless, in Mary’s grief, we see her again fall at the 
feet of Jesus (John 11:32).
    Finally, we see Mary, with a premonition of Jesus' 
death, fall again at his feet out of devotion and 
anoint him with his burial oil. (Mark 14:3).
    From her life, we can learn to fall at Jesus’ feet no 
matter the circumstances we are experiencing. We 
often feel devotion to Him while we are worshipping 
in Church, and that’s wonderful. But do we turn to 
him during times of devastation in our lives, or like 
some, do we turn our backs on Him—even blaming Him? Finally, do we worship 
Him during our daily activities? Do you set aside daily a time of devotion where 
you can sit at the feet of Christ and read His Word and marvel at the blessings He 
showers on you daily?
    Be like Mary.  Be at the feet of Christ regardless of what life throws at you!


Kurt Bomar is pastor of Walnut Grove Church.
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Glenda Ward is a member of Grand View Baptist Church in McDowell County.  
She is the mother of fi ve grown children.  Glenda is a Christian writer/author of 
“Something to Think About” – weekly Christian Articles. She writes Church Pro-
grams & Bulletins, VBS Material, Christmas and Easter Programs; all material 
based on the KJV of the Bible. Also testing the fi eld in tributes, individual memo-
rial writings, etc.


By Glenda Ward
McDowell


    Around the world, Christians are celebrating the momen-
tous events that took place over 2000 years ago, the Week of 
Easter. There is one thing on which all Christians can agree. 
Holy Week is the center of our Christian Faith. It is eight 
days that begin with Palm Sunday and end with Easter Sunday. Two great events 
represent Holy Week – Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
and the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior – Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday. This 
time is truly a Holy Week because it encompasses the most sacred events of the 
Christian faith. All things that we hold most dear were proved to be true during 
this great week in Jerusalem so many years ago. When Jesus has come into the 
city of Jerusalem, people were asking, “Who is this man?” They did not recognize 
Jesus as the Messiah. The people described Him as Jesus the Prophet of Nazareth 
from Galilee. “And it came to pass” …Jesus said unto His disciples, “Ye know 
that after two days is the feast of the Passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to 
be crucifi ed” (Matthew 26:1-2). 
At this point, Judas Iscariot has agreed with the Romans chief priests to betray Je-
sus into their hands. Jesus is now in a place called the Garden of Gethsemane with 


His disciples to pray.  Jesus begins to be sorrowful and with a heavy heart. The 
hour is at hand. Judas comes and with him a multitude of swords and staves, from 
the chief priests and elders of the people. Jesus’ disciples forsook Him and fl ed. 


Those that laid hold on Jesus led Him away to the high priest: and with them were 
assembled all the chief priests, elders, and scribes. The Romans have now sen-


tenced Jesus to death. The process of Crucifi xion is at hand. The time has come. 
This Galilean teacher, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior was savagely whipped 
(scourged) on the orders of Pontius Pilate. Scourging was a brutal punishment 


but was standard practice before a crucifi xion. The whip, fl agellum, had several 
thongs, each one had pieces of bone or metal attached. It made a bloody pulp of 
a man’s body. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall 
and presented Him to the multitude that awaited. Many, upon seeing Jesus’ bat-
tered, torn, and bloody body turned and fl ed the scene. Those who had scourged 
Jesus gathered unto them the whole band of soldiers. The soldiers stripped Jesus 


and put on Him a scarlet (purple) robe. And when they had platted a crown of 
thorns and put about His head, and a reed in His right hand: they began to salute 
Him in mockery, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They smote Jesus and spit upon Him. 
They bowed their knees in mockery of worship to our Lord, Jesus Christ. After 


they had mocked Him, then they took off  the purple robe from Jesus, put His own 
clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucifi ed (Reference Matthew 27:24-31).     


A Big Mistake.
    It is Friday In Jerusalem.
    The smell of death is in the air.
    Outside the city wall, just north of the Damascus Gate, in a place long reserved 
for public executions, a crowd has gathered. Crucifi xions were not unusual. But 
on this day an unusual man was being crucifi ed. This man was the teacher and 
miracle worker from Nazareth, his case is diff erent. He was without sin. The Ro-
man people made a Great Mistake!
    Up the path comes a group of people led by a foreigner carrying a cross. He 
was a man by the name of Simon – Simon of Cyrene. Behind him is a shell of a 
man, a stooped fi gure now crawling, an agony to behold. This was Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth our Lord and Savior.
    He had been beaten within an inch of His life. His back was in shreds, his front 
was covered with the markings from the whip. His face is disfi gured and swol-
len where they had plucked out His beard by the roots. On His head is a crown of 
thorns. Thorns were inches long and stuck into the skin. A man is already more 
dead than alive. A Major mistake!
    On the Hill of Calvary, a wooden cross lay on the ground. The centurion 
soldiers placed Jesus onto the cross – one arm over here, one arm over there and 
they drove long rusty spikes into his fl esh as he was nailed to the cross. A spike 
for each hand and a spike through His feet with the feet resting on a small plat-
form with the legs slightly bent to produce more excruciating pain. Ropes were 
wrapped around the cross beams including the arms and around the post and legs 
With the ropes in place they pull the cross up to position it. Blood spurts from raw 
wounds. Then at the right moment, they let go and the cross falls into place with a 
thud. This is a Mistake!
    There Jesus hangs on the Cross, exposed before the world; beaten, bruised, 
and bloody. An innocent man who had committed NO sin was crucifi ed. At the 
sixth hour, the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst, 
the earth did quake, rocks rent, and graves were opened. Darkness fell over all 
the land until the ninth hour, Jesus’ friends scattered, and hope seemed lost – But 
heaven just started counting to three. 
    Jesus was Mistaken by so many people. Even the resurrection was Mistaken by 
many. This was a Mistake because it cost so many people their ETERNITY! This 
was A GRAVE MISTAKE!
    Jesus stood in the sinner’s stead.
    I died, … “and behold I am alive forevermore” (Revelation 1:18).
Jesus didn’t say, I am fi nished. He said, “It is fi nished.” Jesus was just getting 
started!
    After He has suff ered, He will see the light of life (meaning that He would be 
raised from the dead) and be satisfi ed; by His knowledge, this righteous servant 
will justify many, and He will bear their iniquities (Reference Isaiah 53:11). Put 


into words that Jesus might have said, it would read something like this. I want 
the joy of seeing my Father’s house in heaven fi lled with His redeemed children. 
Therefore, I am willing to suff er the pain and shame of a brutal death on the cross. 
With this, I am fully satisfi ed with my Father’s Plan.
    At Christ’s death, the barrier between God and man was torn apart. Now, all 
people can approach God directly through Christ Jesus (Reference Luke 23:45; 
Hebrews 9:1-14, 10:19-22). When Jesus won, we won. That doesn’t mean we 
deserve it. We don’t. When He was numbered with the transgressors, He was 
numbered with us. When He bore the sins of man, He was bearing our sins.
    It was late on a Friday afternoon in a certain garden cemetery outside Jeru-
salem, just before sundown; they buried the body of Jesus. He was buried in 
a borrowed tomb. It belonged to Joseph, a rich man who himself was Jesus’ 
disciple. Joseph was a prominent fi gure in the local society, he was a counselor, 
and a member of the Sanhedrin – the ruling religious body. Joseph was a good and 
just man: and had not consented to the counsel and deed of them that condemned 
Jesus. Joseph was from Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also waited for the 
Kingdom of God (Reference Luke 23:50-52). The gospels: of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John combine to tell us of Jesus’ arrest, conviction, crucifi xion, burial, 
and Resurrection. 
    When the evening had come Joseph went in boldly, but secretly for fear of 
the Jews, unto Pilate, and craved (begged) for the body of Jesus. Pilate gave the 
body to Joseph. Joseph bought fi ne linen, and then took Jesus’ body down from 
the Cross. Jesus’ body was in bad shape. It bore all the marks of the abuse He had 
suff ered. 
    And there came Nicodemus, which came by night and brought with him a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred-pound weight. Joseph and Nicode-
mus wound the body in the new linen cloth with spices throughout the linen. Part 
of it was a kind of ground powder, the other part was a gummy substance. The 
spices made the linen stick together and form a thigh wrap around the body, as in 
the manner the Jews bury their dead. It was now near sundown and this caused a 
problem for the Jews. The Old Testament forbade the Jews to handle a dead body 
on the Sabbath. Because there was no time to fi nd a grave, Joseph volunteered his 
own tomb. The Bible says it was fresh, newly dug out of rock. No one had been 
laid in the tomb yet. As the sun slowly sinks beneath the western horizon, shad-
ows fall across the olive trees. Joseph and Nicodemus (two men, secret disciples) 
pick up the limp, lifeless body of Jesus and place it in the nearby garden tomb. 
Close behind are Mary Magdalene; the other Mary; and Mary, the mother of 
James and John. Jesus’ body is laid on a ledge. Outside Joseph and Nicodemus 
rolled a great stone over the entrance of the sepulcher (Mark 15:46).  The two 
secret disciples and the women left the tomb as darkness fell over the garden cem-
etery. At some point, the Romans came and put a seal on the stone to keep people 
out of the tomb and set up a watch. A GRAVE MISTAKE!
    When Jesus was appointed a grave with the wicked, He was buried in our 
grave.
    Christ the Victor has willingly shared His victory with us.


The devil could not stop Him,
The Cross could not defeat Him,
The grave could not hold Him.


    Christ has attained the highest place in the universe through His suff ering.
He came to the highest place by taking the lowest position.
    Isaiah says in his own way (Reference Isaiah 53:12) what Paul wrote to the 
Philippians over 700 years later. “… He humbled Himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the Cross” (Philippians 2:8). It is in the light of this 
truth, and because of this truth, and as a result of this truth, God also hath highly 
exalted His Son and given Him a name which is above every name: to the very 
highest point in the universe so that one day at the name of Jesus every knee will 
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord – to the glory of God 
the Father (Reference Philippians 2:9-11).
    It's Sunday! At the break of dawn, there was a great earthquake: An angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, came and rolled the stone back from the tomb, and 
sat upon it. The angel answered, … “He is not here: for He is risen, as He said”
(Matthew 28:6).
    Palm Sunday – The King had come. The nation had a clear choice to make. 
Jesus called for a decision and the nation rendered its verdict. A GRAVE MIS-
TAKE!


220 Avery Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
office: (828)-608-0873
fax:  (828)-608-0874
www.mccainfuneralhome.com


McCain Funeral Home & Cremations, LLC
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John’s Precision Auto Body


(828) 652-2018
Fax (828) 652-4896


1385 Rutherford Road
Marion, NC 28752


Experienced Body 
Tech Needed


Phone (828) 765-4343 • (866) 765-4340


Medicaid Covered Services
• In-Home Care for Children & Adults
• CAP for Disabled Adults & Children
• CAP Choice
• Pediatric Nurse Aids


Other Services
• Private Pay
• Insurance
• VA Homemaker Service
• Companion/Sitter
• Respite


Carolina Home Care
Specialists, INC


Excellence in Personalized Care


Now Hiring CNAs


By Todd Abraham
Athens, Tennessee


    The idea for this installment of Todd's Techy Tips hit 
me like a ton of bricks about a week and a half ago. The 
odd thing is that it is something so obvious, I feel like I 
should've seen it sooner. If you follow Heartbeat Christian 
News at all, especially this article, you know how much 
teaching we've done on the insane amount of time and focus that smartphones 
consume for the individuals who own them. But what the Lord revealed to me 
is how much of their time, if their own phone wasn't enough, is spent observing 
things on their friends and family's phones. God detests idols which are anything 
you put before Him. Whether it be spouse, friends, family, kids, or any other 
thing.
    So as if the idolatry of smartphones for the individual wasn't at epidemic 
proportions, it's even worse overall because of even more attention that it pulls 
from those around them. The result is that the pandemic of smartphone idolatry is 
worsened by the even more sinister infl uence it has on other people besides their 
owners. Why is that important? Because God Almighty is the One Who showed 
me and also Who instilled in me to write this article for 9 years! Now God is not 
so much upset with lost souls who have never made a commitment to Him and 
called themselves Christians. However, this article is for all of you who claim to 
be Christians. It's hard enough as Christians to keep ourselves from the typical 
things that become idols. But smartphones are the absolute worst. Some of you 
may think “Well, the whole world is doing it.”, but if you claim to be a Christian, 
you are without excuse.
    It is worth reinforcing this one fact. The moment you open your mouth and 
claim to be a Christian, God begins to hold you accountable for all the standards 
He expects of His people from Genesis to Revelation. He expects you to be obedi-
ent to as many of His commandments as you do understand and actively learn 
how to become more obedient to what you don't already know. God's standard 
is strict and always has been. Even more strict since the Holy Ghost came down 
from heaven and the New Testament church began. If your smartphone is an idol 
to you and you are allowing that idol to infl uence others in the same way, then you 
adding even more ire from the Lord against you. The word of God is about 75% 
teaching on His wrath and a great part of that chastening results from idolatry.
    Apparently, Christians don't take any heed to the warnings God has me print in 
this article but you need to take a closer look at the world around you. Technology 
is one of the key factors being used to take your freedom away. It's the greatest 
source of likes and disinformation with no real way to discredit what isn't true. 
Smartphones have stolen the minds of almost every teenager in any developed 
country. The time of their lives when their minds are most impressionable as 
they develop into adulthood. My former pastor was a true prophet of God and he 
prophesied years ago that the time we live in would be a battle for the mind. For 
most, the battle is lost in nearly every age bracket. It's not just teenagers whose 
smartphones are idols but many adults as well. What makes them so addictive is 
they contain everything that our carnal minds can't get enough of. And they go 
with us everywhere we go. By us, I mean anyone who owns one because I do not.
    We've launched the nationwide expansion plan for Heartbeat Christian News 
as of February 20, 2023. If everything goes as I envision it and the money is ever 
suffi  cient enough, I plan on starting a wireless company which will be called 'Ba-
sic'. We'll manufacture nothing but basic phones and our marketing strategy will 
be “Free Your Mind, Get Back to Basic”. I believe it will be a huge success. I'll 
close on a very bold note. If you are a Christian and you have a smartphone, you 
better seek God diligently for the truth concerning them and be willing to trade 
yours in for a basic phone or you are in danger of hellfi re! Bold enough for you?


 My name is Todd Abraham. I'm an evangelist of the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
publisher of Heartbeat Christian News which has been in publication for 9 years 
now by the grace of God. You can read all about it at www.HBCNewsMonthly.
com.


And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have now received the atonement. Romans 5:11
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FOR ALL THINGS AUTO, TAKE IT TO BUFF’S!
Check Engine Diagnosis • Alignments • Brakes • Oil Changes • Inspections
1211 BURKEMONT AVE., MORGANTON, NC


Located in: Magnolia Plasa • 828-438-3800
“We’ve Moved Across the Street next to Rural King. Come See Us!”


By Dave Ramsey


    Dear Dave: How do you handle a situation where someone 
needs fi nancial help, but has misspent money you’ve given them 
in the past?
    My wife and I have been trying to help a young man we 
recently met. He told us he was trying to get his life together 
after a divorce and job loss, and he just needed a little money for 
groceries and household items. He has asked us a couple of times 
since for more money, but we discovered he was buying alcohol 
with most of the cash we gave him. We learned from friends what he said about losing his 
job and being divorced was true, but we are unsure what to do next. — Andrew


Dear Andrew: This young man’s problem sounds as much like a mismanagement of 
money as it is a lack of money. He seems to have an issue with lying, and possibly an ad-
diction problem, too.
    I’ve never been against helping people who have good hearts and just need a break. But 
if someone is bold enough to ask for your money, you have every right to attach require-
ments to the help you give— especially when it’s for their own good. If he really needs 
food or household things, you can just buy them for him. At least that way, you’d know 
you were providing necessities.
    But in many cases, truly helping someone is a lot more work than just giving them 
money. Sometimes, you have to get down in their mess, get real with them and walk with 
them. If you haven’t been put off  by what has already happened, and you still really want 
to help, I’d suggest getting to know this young man and his situation a little better. Be 
straight with him, and let him know you’ve learned he hasn’t been honest with you in the 
past. Hopefully, as a result he’ll apologize and start making better choices. If he does, you 
might even off er to arrange for him to talk to a good pastor or counselor.
    This whole situation is much bigger than helping someone with a little cash. This guy 
needs someone who cares enough to help him get his life back together. — Dave


Dear Dave,
    The other day, my wife and I discovered a Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) we’d forgotten 
about for over 10 years from my time in the Army. There’s a little over $3,200 in there. 
We’re both in our thirties, and we’re trying to save up our starter emergency fund in Baby 
Step 1 of your plan. We were wondering if we should withdraw the money and use it 
toward Baby Steps 1 and 2, or just leave it in there. Todd


Dear Todd,
    The best thing to do is roll the money over into an IRA. Otherwise, you’re going to be 
hit with a 10% penalty—plus your tax rate—and end up paying 30% to 40% of it to the 
government. That’s kind of like asking, “Would it be a good idea to borrow $3,200 at 30% 
interest to pay off  debt?” Of course not! That would be a really dumb idea. And in a sense, 
that’s what you’d be doing by just taking the money out of the TSP.
    It’s not a ton of money, but conceptually, I hate the idea of giving the government 30% 
to 40% of my money just to get my money out. So yeah, do some research, fi nd a good 
investment professional near you—one with the heart of a teacher—and roll it into an IRA.
    Congratulations to you and your wife for deciding to take control of your money. And 
thank you for your service to our country, Todd. I hope this helped. — Dave


Dear Dave,
    I’m an anesthesiologist, and I make between $260,000 and $270,000 a year. My wife is 
a stay-at-home mom who takes care of our preschool-age kids. We have about $50,000 in 
a retirement fund, $50,000 in consumer debt, $220,000 in student loan debt, and we owe 
$280,000 on our house, which is worth around $500,000.
    We’re thinking about using our retirement fund to pay off  credit cards and such, then 
selling the house and using the money to pay off  the student loans. After that, we’d live in 
an apartment for a while, save up to 20% or more for a down payment on the next home, 
and do things right fi nancially moving forward. What do you think about this game plan?
Jake


Dear Jake,
    Wow, I really appreciate your motivation, man. You’re willing to do whatever it takes, 
and that’s pretty cool. Not many people have the determination to do the kinds of things 
you’re talking about.
    I almost never tell people to sell their homes. If you actually can’t aff ord it, that’s one 
thing—and in that case, we’d sell the house. If it’s the only way to avoid bankruptcy, we’d 
get rid of it in a heartbeat. But in your case, things are a little diff erent. You’re in a pretty 
deep hole, but your income as an anesthesiologist gives you a really big shovel you can use 
to carve out some steps, get up out of that hole, and fi ll it in so you never fall in again.
    Now, this is going to mean some real lifestyle changes for a few years. I’m talking about 
beans and rice, and no vacations. There’s no more living like a rich doctor because you’re 
not a rich doctor—you’re a broke doctor. We’re going to temporarily stop adding to your 
retirement fund, not cash it out, and we’re going to start living on a written, monthly budget 
where every single dollar is given a name and a purpose.
    Cleaning up $270,000 of debt sounds scary. But with a $260,000 income and the other 
changes we talked about, you could put $90,000 a year toward all this and have it com-
pletely cleaned up in just three years. That’s what I’d do if I woke up in your shoes. It will 
set you free for the rest of your lives to invest and save.
Get on it, doc. You can do this! — Dave


Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total Money Makeover. The Dave Ramsey Show is heard 
by more than 14 million listeners each week on 600 radio stations and multiple 
digital platforms. Follow Dave on the web at daveramsey.com and on Twitter at 
@DaveRamsey.
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Out of town? You can still read the 
"Good News" on our new Website: 


www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook


Laser Therapy • Health Counseling • Chiropractic
390 East Main Street • Burnsville NC 28714 • 828-682-6157 • 800-772-7955


www.cruzlifecenter.com


If you want someone who will sit with you 
and listen to your health concerns, then 
discuss your treatment options and costs 
up front.


If you want options that don’t involve 
drugs and surgery.


If you want someone who is working for 
YOU.


Why come to us?Shoulder Shoulder 
Pain?Pain?


New, low auto rates. Same good neighbor.
Here’s the deal, MORGANTON.
State Farm® has new, lower auto rates, so you can save more 
cash and get local service that’s always the real deal. Call me 
today for a quote.


Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there®


Rick Franklin, Agent
507 A Burkemont Avenue
Morganton, NC 28655
Bus: 828-437-6285
rickfranklin.bwmq@statefarm.com


Mitchell County


     On Tuesday, January 14th Mayland Early College High School hosted an after-
school event for Valentine's Day to raise money for St. Judes Children's Hospital. 
The students got to enjoy music, some ice 
cream with a brownie, and a variety of drinks 
of their choosing.
    For the first two weeks of February, MECHS 
students engaged in a “Penny War” sponsored 
by the Key Club. 100% of the proceeds will be 
donated from students to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. Students in grade levels 
9-13 will have the opportunity to compete 
against each other by placing pennies and dol-
lars in various buckets marked with their grade 
level.  
    St. Jude’s is a cancer research center for 
children. Their mission is to help treat and 
defeat childhood cancer and other life-threat-
ening diseases. Not only does St. Jude help the 
children, but they also help out their families 
by not charging them for their child's medical 
bills. 
    This charity holds special meaning to 
MECHS. Chase Ambrose, a current senior at 
MECHS, was a patient at St. Jude during his 
freshman year of high school. He remembers 
meeting and seeing doctors, nurses, medical 
assistants, and patients from all over the world. 
More than anything, he remembers the care 
and kindness of those affiliated with St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital. During his ten 
months of treatment, he worked with the teach-
ing staff at the hospital to stay on top of his 
studies, as well as with the staff at MECHS to 
complete remote work. 
    Chase says St. Jude works hard to ensure their patient's experience and re-
member positive elements of their recovery journey, such as teen hangout rooms, 
barbeque nights, and special events with their families. Chase is thankful for the 
care he received while at the hospital and is excited to move on to the next chapter 
of his life where he will be attending Western Carolina University in pursuit of an 
electrical engineering career. He is currently enjoying working on coding projects 
in high school and looks forward to continuing this passion in the future.
    So far, MECHS has raised $1,037 to be donated to St. Judes children's hospital.


By Toby Crowder
Mitchell County


    1 Cor 1:17-18 “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of 
Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God.”
    This month Christians everywhere will be celebrating the 
resurrection of Christ and rejoicing in the hope that we have 
in Him! While we are celebrating what this means to the 
believer, sadly there will be many who will never see the true meaning of why we 
celebrate Easter. They only see another “Christian” holiday or a time to celebrate 
the arrival of Spring and the Easter Bunny. Even though we recognize and cel-
ebrate Jesus’s resurrection, I can’t help but wonder if we have become so accus-
tomed to the story of the Cross, that we fail to recognize its power and relevancy 
in our world!
    As Christians, we need to remember the simple power of the Cross and its sig-
nificance in our lives. In this world of chaos and confusion, we desperately need 
a reminder of something that will make a difference in our lives, both here and in 
eternity. The Cross of Christ is still relevant and powerful in this day and time, 
even though our modern culture ignores the sacrifice that Christ made for sin-
ful humanity. Crucifixion was and is the cruelest form of execution that has ever 
existed. Though Roman citizens were exempt from crucifixion, it was the Romans 
themselves who had perfected this cruel type of torture and death. This punish-
ment was reserved for the vilest of criminals; slaves, thieves, and other transgres-
sors. It was on this Roman cross, that Jesus Christ, the perfect and spotless Lamb 
of God spent about six hours (from about 9 am until 3 pm) and the Bible tells us 
that there was darkness for the space of three hours. This was directly fulfilling 
the prophecy of Amos 8:9 “And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord 
GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in 
the clear day.”   Also, the veil of the temple was torn asunder and a great earth-
quake rent the rocks, opened graves, and (later on) many of the dead came forth 
and appeared in Jerusalem (Matt 27:51-53). While it is difficult for us to imagine 
such awesome displays of God's power, there were those near Calvary that day 
who actually beheld these things firsthand, but still did not believe in the POWER 
of Calvary.
    Whether they accepted or rejected the finished work of Christ on Calvary, any 
of those in attendance that day were never the same; the Cross made an impact 
on their life…  And so, it is today! We may not have beheld the crucifixion and 
the events of Calvary firsthand, but we are told these truths in the Word of God 
and are faced with the POWER of the Cross. The Cross revealed that God did not 
intend for Satan and sin to have victory over mankind and He provided a solution! 
Jesus said in John 12: 32, that through His death He would draw all men unto Him 
and He made a similar statement to Nicodemus in John 3:14-15 “And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 
That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” Jesus is 
making a twofold statement to Nicodemus, but is focusing on the cross and what 
must take place at Calvary to pay the debt of sin and claim victory over death and 
the grave!
    As we celebrate Easter, is it still relevant to you? Have you seriously considered 
the state of your sins that separates you from God? Have you truly repented, and 
by faith accepted Him as the ransom for your sins? While we see the effects and 
consequences of sin all over our world, I am reminded that the greatest and most 
awful effect of sin is that it separates us from God, and if we die lost in our sins 
we will spend an eternity in Hell and forever separated from God. Truly, there 
is POWER in the grand old story of the Cross and the reason that we celebrate 
Resurrection Day!


Toby Crowder serves as Pastor of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in Spruce Pine. 
He and his wife Leslie have been married for 28 years and have two daughters, 
Emilee, and Katy. He can be contacted via the church’s website MCfamily-
forChrist.org or mtcarmelsprucepine@gmail.com
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Spruce Pine Chevrolet Buick GMC!


We are working hard to provide the best customer 
experience EVER!


• Factory Certified Personnel in every Department
• Genuine GM Parts
• Growing Inventory - New & Pre-owned
• Facility Upgrades Underway
• Factory Certifiied Service Technicians


We are upgrading the facility, filling the lot with New 
and Pre-Owned inventory, and adding staff, All to 
provide the best customer experience for YOU!


36 Chevrolet Boulevard, Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Phone: (828)765-4234


ALL ALL 
NEW!NEW!


By Franklin Graham


    A reporter from a national news network 
recently asked me: “Where do you see America 
today?”
    I  told him that our nation has turned its back 
on God. Politicians are looking for what people 
want and what culture wants instead of what 
God wants. We need to stand on the absolute 
authority of God’s Word, and I believe the Bible 
to be the Word of God. By turning our back on 
God, our nation is sliding farther and farther 
away from Him. Instead of becoming a better country, we are becoming more 
violent, lawless, and godless. Our policies are failing, our economy is struggling 
and our country is in trouble. We need to take a hard look at God’s laws and His 
standards. That’s not what most Americans want to hear.
    Violence is rampant in our streets. Gangs and thugs roam and kill, not only at 
night but in broad daylight. Leftist radicals riot, burn police stations, and loot city 
blocks. Drug abuse has soared, with fentanyl finding its way into virtually every 
sector of society, infiltrating rural and metropolitan areas alike.
    Primary, secondary, and so-called higher education continue their assault on 
religious liberties, constantly seeking to remove any vestige of faith, and imposing 
their progressive values on even the youngest of children.
    Need I say more?
    A nation that was founded and grounded on the Christian faith and virtues has 
rejected God and His laws, much like the Israelites turned from their devotion to 
God and embraced the worthless idols of other cultures.
    Speaking for the Lord, the Prophet Jeremiah called out the leaders and citizens 
of his day for their abominations: 
    “‘Be astonished, O heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid; be very desolate,’ 
says the Lord. ‘For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, 
the fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns—broken cisterns that 
can hold no water’” (Jeremiah 2:12-13).
    All the tumult and chaos we see in our nation and world today is a direct result 
of abandoning God’s holy standards. His truth is eternal and relevant for every 
person in every generation, in every culture, and in every age. Since His Word is 
truth (John 17:17), the more we devalue the authority and power of Scripture, the 
further we slip—ever more quickly now—into a godless culture that has no moor-
ings to the stabilizing, transforming truth of God’s Word.
    Let’s take a brief look at the Ten Commandments, God’s law that is unchanging 
and the cornerstone of civilization. From Exodus 20 (KJV):
• “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” God brooks no competitors or sub-
stitutes. We are to let no one nor anything take His place as the only True God. It’s 
sin if we do. 
• “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, … thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them.” Only God deserves our worship and allegiance. 
Don’t enthrone environmentalism, social justice, wealth, prestige, or any other 
self-made idol. It’s sin if you do.
• “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” Never curse God. 
Revere His Name.
• “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” God created the heavens and the 
earth in six days, and then on the seventh day rested from His labor. Our modern-
day Sabbath (Sunday) should be a special time to worship, honor and revere the 
“Lord of the Sabbath.”
• “Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” Children are to respect their parents through-
out their entire lives and give them the honor that is properly due to them, just 
as we should honor our Heavenly Father. America’s youth-oriented culture often 
fails here. It’s sin not to honor our parents.
• “Thou shalt not kill.” The violence that plagues us is a direct result of disobedi-
ence to the God who gives life. Taking life in any form—murder or abortion—is 
abhorrent to God. It’s sin.
• “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” There is no such thing as an “affair.” Sex 
outside the bounds of marriage is adultery, plain and simple. The same applies to 
those who pervert God’s definition of male and female. It’s sin.
• “Thou shalt not steal.” When entire city blocks are plundered by looters, they 
are stealing. When we cheat on our taxes, that is stealing. It’s sin.
• “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” Lying and gossiping is 
sin. So is spreading falsehoods.
• “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
wife … nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.” Being jealous and envious of what 
others have, instead of being content with what the Lord has given you, is a sin.
    When people cast aside God’s laws and devise their own “norms,” their na-
tion is in serious trouble. God’s law is holy, never changing, and given in divine 
wisdom and nonnegotiable truth. Any attempt by a culture to dictate ungodly 
standards will never work.
    But herein is a dilemma. “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). Only one Person has ever kept the law perfectly, and that Person 
is the Lord Jesus Christ. His work on the cross fully satisfied the justice of God 
and His wrath against sin, so that all who come to Him in repentance and faith 
receive the gift of salvation.
    But notice a key word here—repent. When Jesus began His public ministry, he 


said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe 
in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 
    The only alternative for those who have turned their backs on God is to turn to 
Him in repentance and faith so their sins are forgiven. God’s law is then written 
on their hearts, so the commandments of God are no longer burdensome to keep 
(Hebrews 8:10, 1 John 5:3). And when people live in obedience to the commands 
and precepts of Scripture, God’s blessings follow. When disobedience and disdain 
dominate a culture, the consequences are bitter.
    In her Bible study on pages 36-37, my sister Anne Graham Lotz has a great 
article on what repentance really means. Check it out, and you will see just how 
crucial real repentance is. As Jesus warned when He told of the Galileans who 
died at the hands of Pontius Pilate and the 18 who were killed when a tower fell 
on them in Siloam, “Unless you repent you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:5). 
It’s a matter of life and death. ©2023 BGEA
    Unless otherwise specified, Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, 
New King James Version. The Scripture quotations marked KJV are taken from 
The Holy Bible, King James Version.


Reverend Franklin Graham is President and CEO of the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association and of Samaritan’s Purse, an international Christian relief 
organization.
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Deli Sandwiches
Hamburgers
Hot Dogs
Soup & Salad
Ice Cream
Pastries


Breakfast  •  Lunch


828-766-8008
169 Locust St. (Lower St.)
Spruce Pine, NC


Daily: 7:00am - 5:00pm
Closed Sunday
Go to Church


Don’t ForgetGift Cards!


By Dean Honeycutt  
Mitchell County


    The young child barely over two, wearing just a diaper 
was standing with his toes on the white line of the highway. 
Cars pass him by. I went by startled that such a young child 
was standing so close to the highway and no adult was near 
the child. He was clearly in a dangerous place, I pulled over 
because I was afraid for the child. I approached the toddler 
and began to talk with him asking him where his mom was 
and where is your home. The little barefooted boy began to walk down a gravel road with 
no home in sight. I followed him hoping someone would show up. I was a little concerned 
to pick him up for fear of what would someone think of me holding their child.
    I felt sorry for him, he seemed to know where he was going and also thankful that I 
was by his side. I remember his little feet walking on the gravel, so I picked him up and 
proceeded in the direction he was headed. Soon a home appeared and then a mother came 
from the back of the house and saw the child and said there you are. She explained to me 
she had left him behind the house playing and she had stepped inside for just a short time. 
And in that short time, the little boy had walked from his house down a gravel road to the 
highway where he stood just a few feet away from passing cars.
    The mother appeared to be panicked as she was looking for her son. I understand how 
quickly children can get away. A parent can turn their back and in just a moment their 
child could be in danger. 
    Children are in danger and in just a short time they can wander far away without adult 
supervision. Children are in danger today in America because so many parents are failing. 
Failing to be responsible parents. It seems that many children are confused and have no 
sense of direction. Children are dependent on their parents for direction and stability, and 
sadly many of them are not getting what they need. But we can make a difference in the 
life of a child.
    The Bible says children are a heritage of the Lord and a gift from God. God has given 
parents the responsibility of caring for and nurturing His possession. Our children are 
indeed on loan to us from God. They are our responsibility to care for and nurture. 
    Many children are in danger.  Because of neglect, they have wandered off and their 
health and safety are at risk. They have wandered off in the sense they have no direction 
and are lost to stable home life. Talk to any primary school teacher and they will tell you 
many children are neglected at home. 
    How can the church help children? We must help dad and mom be the parents God 
wants them to be. If mom and dad have a personal maturing relationship with Jesus they 
will be the caring parents God intends them to be. They will see their children as God sees 
them as precious and loved. 
    Churches can help mentor young parents and provide an atmosphere at church that 
cherishes the development of children. We can also reach out to our community with love 
and support. Some parents need role models and godly parents in a church who can pro-
vide that type of example. The church can also encourage foster parenting and adoption. 
During ministry times when children are under our care, the church can pour into them 
the Love of Christ.
    I am confident that God never fails and a child who may be struggling now with a neg-
ligent parent will become a loving parent because of the love of a Sunday School teacher 
and the Bible stories they learned as a child. The Bible says God’s word will not return 
void. And every effort we make to nurture and love a child is time well spent. 
    Children learn best and have better physical and mental health when dad and mom are 
acting as responsible parents. Children suffer when dad and mom are reckless with their 
decisions and are selfish with their lives. It is a shame for God to bless a mom and dad 
with a child and for those parents to become careless and unconcerned about a precious 
child. 
    Jesus said suffer the little children to come unto me. Though a child may be forgotten 
by dad or mom they are not forgotten by God. Children need our help as they are in a 
dangerous place. I realize we can not rescue every child but we can sure try to help those 
God has placed in our life. 
    Jesus Loves the little children.


Pastor Dean Honeycutt shepherds Snow Hill Baptist Church in Bakersville, NC. 
He may be reached at 828-385-0213, snowhillbaptist@gmail.com ,  or visit their 
website at www.snowhillbaptist.com.
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Find the dealer nearest you by using our Dealer 
Locator on our website, or Visit our showroom located at: 


200 Ethan Allen Drive • Spruce Pine, NC 28777
828-765-6144 • info@buckstove.com


Unmatched People, Unmatched Product, Unmatched Pride


Manufacturer of Wood Stoves, Gas Hearth Products, and Outdooor Leisure Items 
to include a full line of Outdoor Furniture, Fire Pits, Grills and More!


WWW.BUCKSTOVE.COM


Heating Hearts And Homes 
Since 1975. 


Check out our Website-www.brcnews.com
And find us on Facebook


By Rachel


    Growing up in Mitchell Co. was such a treasure. Not only was I surrounded by won-
derful beauty and people, but also so many talented artists. My mother taught me to sew, 
weave, crochet, and do many other things. After moving to India to do mission work when I 
was 17, I realized these were all luxuries that children all over the world do not have access 
to. I also realized it was one of the gifts that God put in me that I could use to serve others.  
    I live in a community in India of 20,000 people within a few blocks! You don't have to 
spend more than 10 minutes in India to realize there is great financial need; poverty sur-
rounds us. In my traditional community, most women are housewives. They are home all 
day and have no access to funds or income. Many of their 
husbands drink away their income before they even get home 
at night! I had many ideas to help these women, but handouts 
don't bring long-term, sustainable change. I decide to do things 
the hard way- through dignified employment.  
    I am 10 years into training and employing women in my 
community, and we have grown to a group of 60 Hindu, 
Buddhist, Muslim, and Christian women. We meet weekly 
to study the Bible, pray for one another, and do business. It 
has been an amazing opportunity to help lift families out of 
poverty, as well as reach them with the gospel.  
    Sangeeta was one of our first members. She is a Hindu 
woman that lives just behind my home. She started out mak-
ing pillow covers but designed some of our best-selling products through the years, includ-
ing wrap-around skirts, Christmas stockings, and fabric gift bags. She has been able to put 
her 3 children in one of the best schools in our city, add another floor to her house, and buy 
a scooter in the past 10 years! She has consistently worked, saved, invested, and changed 
her life! Currently, she makes over 5,000 fabric gift bags a year.  
    Our outreach is called The White Peacock. We create gifts that give back while provid-
ing dignified employment to women in poverty. Our favorite products are made of 100% 
recycled materials. Our products are made by Moms and help support families. Income 
from their sales helps them get medical care, pay school fees, and eat better. This Mother's 
Day you could buy a handmade gift for your mom while supporting a Mom in India. What 
Mom wouldn't love that? Shop online and help support our mission in India. www.white-
peacockshop.com 


Rachel, a Mitchell County native, has been serving in India for 25 years. She 
and her husband have founded Crosspoint of India, a church-planting organiza-
tion. One of her main areas of ministry is The White Peacock, a Crisis Pregnancy 
Center, and serving on a Business forum for female professionals in her city of 3.5 
million. She is a Pastor's wife and a mother of 3. To contact Rachel for speaking 
opportunities or to connect with her mission, visit www.crosspointofindia.org 
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WMNC Big Dawg 92.1 
and 1430AM / 106.3FM


Family-owned since 1947
Our 25,000-watt transmitter 
serves 22 counties in the 


foothills of NC and beyond


After six years in the mountains of Avery County, Ken and Jan Merop are now 
living in the hilly Tennessee countryside of Cleveland, TN...just outside of Chat-
tanooga.  Ken's photos can be seen at kenmeropphotography.com.


By Ken and Jan Merop
Cleveland, Tennessee


“So the Lord spoke to the fi sh, and it vomited 
Jonah onto dry land,” so it says in Jonah 2:10, 
NKJV.


    Phew!  That would be an experience never to 
be forgotten.  The vapors surrounding Jonah as 
he was expelled from the whale told a graphic 
story.
    Imagine what it must have been like in the belly of the great fi sh that God had 
prepared to swallow Jonah.  Think of all that the whale had eaten, the digestive 
juices at work, and the enclosed, suff ocating cavity of this great fi sh.  Then think 
about spending three days and three nights in there.
    I wondered, why did God choose this particular avenue to get Jonah’s atten-
tion?  Perhaps the second fi rst verse in Jonah 1 gives us the answer. 
    “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wicked-
ness has come up before me.”
    The sins of the people were like a horrendous, sickening stench that He could 
stomach no longer.  God called on Jonah as the instrument through whom He 
would work to take the truth of His word to Nineveh.
    But Jonah didn’t want to go.  So, he fl ed by boat to Tarshish from the presence 
of the Lord.  Somehow in his desire to escape, he neglected to realize that he 
couldn’t hide from God.
    When Jonah’s actions imperiled all on the boat, he told them to throw him over-
board.  And, it was then God rescued him in a most unlikely manner.
    Just maybe God wanted Jonah to experience a stench that would resemble that 
which was affl  icting his holy nostrils from Nineveh – to tangibly understand the 
foul rancidness of sin.
    Though God couldn’t stand what was happening in Nineveh, His compassion 
was extended.  And, on this Resurrection Day, we are reminded of these two 
characteristics of God.  His holiness that cannot regard sin; and His compassion-
ate love provided the remedy.
    Some of the scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day wanted a sign.  But, Jesus 
– tired of the stench of their unbelief – said the only sign would be that of the 
prophet Jonah and his three-day/three-night entombment in the big fi sh.  So, it 
would be for Jesus in the earth.
    On that glorious resurrection day – out of the grave from which He had taken 
the sins of the world – He came ready to extend forgiveness adorned in compas-
sionate love to all who would believe.
    Jonah was given new life from his smelly tomb at God’s command to the fi sh.  
Jesus Christ went into the grave clothed in mankind’s putrid sin.  He came forth 
like a new blossom in His resurrection body – the only perfect sacrifi ce to satisfy 
God’s holiness and love.  Selah


Promise of Spring


Decaying mulch hardly seems the bed for beauty.
Nevertheless, it emerges from beneath the ground.


Purple and white crocuses breaking through winter’s harshness.
A cross, crown of thorns, and a borrowed tomb


hardly seem the likely place to fi nd promise.
Till Jesus burst forth from the tomb…just as He said.


“Why do you seek the living among the dead?  He is not here,
But is risen!” 


Luke 24: 5 and 6
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44 Worley Road
Marion, NC 28752
(828) 559-9014


NEW 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Overland 4xe


Turbo Engine, 4WD, Luxury Tech 
Group II, Advanced
ProTech Group III


LOADED!! Don’t Miss Out!


NEW 2023 Jeep Wrangler 
2-Door Sport 4X4


Turbo Engine, Automatic Trans., 
3-Piece Hard Top


Parkview Backup Camera, 7 inch 
Touchscreen Display


 Ready For Sunshine and Fun!!


NEW 2023 Jeep Grand Cherokee L 
Overland 4X4


3.6 V6, Nappa Leather Seats, 
Adaptive Cruise, Active


Lane Management, Nav., 10.1” 
Touchscreen


LOADED!! 


USED
APPLIANCES


• Come and see the friendly 
staff at Jonathan’s for all your 
appliance needs.


• We repair all major brands of 
appliances.


Cash it, Don’t Trash It!
We buy your used appliances!


560 Oak Avenue • Spruce Pine, NC
828-766-9005 • (Cell) 828-766-9389


We Deliver!
• Washer
• Dryers
• Stoves
• Refrigerators


NEW LOCATION!NEW LOCATION!


Check out our new Website-www.brcnews.com
And fi nd us on Facebook


By David Streater, Ph.D.
Burke County


    This is an American history educational moment of those 
who made a diff erence during the Revolutionary War era and 
how they served our Country.
    Born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, Daniel Morgan 
was the fi fth child of James and Eleanor.  He left home at 17 
after a brawl with his father.  Morgan, functionally literate, led an early rowdy 
and violent lifestyle.  Daniel was a hard worker—a skillful card player who drank 
large amounts of whiskey.  His initial jobs were as a farm and sawmill laborer, 
then as a teamster hauling supplies and war materials during the French and 
Indian War.     
    Daniel, already detesting the British, knocked down an offi  cer for insulting him 
and then assaulted him with a sword.  In an immediate summary court-martial, 
Morgan’s instant sentence was 500 lashings, a punishment commonly causing 
death.  In 1757, Morgan organized a company of rifl emen—they defeated a band 
of French soldiers in the Seven Years’ War.  This success earned Morgan a com-
mission as an ensign from Virginia’s governor and impressed Washington.  
    While following orders to deliver dispatches, Daniel and his troops were am-
bushed.  Morgan was seriously injured by being shot, losing several teeth, and his 
squad killed.  Fortunately, this is the only wound Daniel sustained in battles.
Daniel built his farm in Berryville, Virginia, from the early 1760s to the mid-
1770s, named it “Soldier’s Rest,” and married Abigail Bailey.  Then, he re-entered 
the Army to assist Benedict Arnold’s expedition.  Morgan and his troops did this 
because General Montogomery was killed, and Arnold was seriously wounded.
Morgan was a POW and received parole during the Battle of Quebec.  He next 
commanded the Provisional Rifl e Corps helping Horatio Gates during the Sara-
toga Campaign.  Morgan also participated in various other battles and was eventu-
ally promoted to brigadier general.  Working with Nathanael Greene, Morgan led 
troops in the Upstate region of South Carolina.  Morgan’s ultimate success came 
at the Battle of Cowpens in South Carolina.  His unprecedented battle maneuvers 
won “the Continental Army’s most decisive victory of the Revolutionary War.” 
Daniel was known as the “Hero of Cowpens” and as a competent offi  cer who 
despised injustice and discrimination.  For his democratic leadership style and ac-
complishments at Cowpens, Daniel was awarded the Congressional Gold Metal.  
Though his fi rst attempt failed, Morgan was elected to Congress in 1797.
    The distinguished Morgan died July 6, 1802, in Winchester, Virginia, and is 
documented as “one of the most skilled tacticians of the Continental Army.”  
Daniel Morgan, an authentic American patriot, is an admired military chevalier.  
He continues to be honored by namesakes at various places, including Morganton, 
NC, this writer’s residence.    
    Please visit your Charters of Freedom setting in most western North Carolina 
counties.  A Charters of Freedom setting consists of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.  They are on 
permanent display analogous to the Charters of Freedom in the National Archives, 
Washington, DC.  Please visit our website (FoundationForward.com) to learn 
more about our existing settings.  Vance and Mary Jo Patterson are the benefac-
tors and originators of Foundation Forward, 501(c)(3) education non-profi t.
    Teachers are encouraged to contact Dr. Streater for information and comple-
mentary student education materials to enhance experiential fi eld trips to a Char-
ter of Freedom settings.  In addition, everyone is welcome and urged to obtain 
a personalized engraved legacy paver for placement at their local Charters of 
Freedom setting.  Please contact Dr. Streater (david.streater@mymail.barry.edu) 
for engraved legacy paver information and complementary educational materials.


Dr. David Streater is the director of education for Foundation Forward.  He is a 
retired college instructor and administrator, and a retired probation and parole 
offi  cer/administrator.  David is a criminologist who has an acute history interest, 
served in the Navy, and is a resident of Burke County, NC.


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 1 Peter 1:3
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Solution on page 14


By Joyce Meyer


    I’ve been teaching the Word of God for more than 45 
years now, and one of the most life-changing things I’ve 
learned is that God is always right. No matter what I think, 
how I feel, or what my circumstances look like, His wis-
dom and His way of doing things are always the answer to 
my problems. 
    One message we see throughout the Bible is, “Do what’s right in God’s eyes 
and you’ll have a life you enjoy that’s worth living. Don’t obey God, and you’ll 
have a miserable life.” See, it’s not the things that happen to us that determine the 
quality of our lives; it’s how we choose to respond to them that really matters. 
And trusting God is the key to making the right choices that bring us the life He 
has planned for us.
    We can choose to trust God. The truth is, God is the only One we can complete-
ly trust to take care of us and do what’s best for us at all times, in every situation. 
Maybe you’re thinking, “Well, I trusted God and He didn’t take care of me.” I un-
derstand how you feel because I’ve gone through hard things and didn’t get what 
I wanted when I thought I should get it, the way I thought it should come. But the 
question is, were you trusting God to give you what you wanted Him to give you, 
or what He wanted to give you, in His time and in His way?
    Doing what we want and getting our way all the time isn’t what will make us 
happy. Being selfi sh and self-centered is actually a miserable way to live. We need 
the Word of God because as we study it and meditate on it, it renews our minds so 
we think the way He thinks. It also turns our will in God’s direction so we want 
what He wants for us.


The Solutions to Every Problem We Face
    Psalm 37:3 (AMPC) says, “Trust (lean on, rely on, and be confi dent) in the 
Lord and do good; so shall you dwell in the land and feed surely on His faithful-
ness, and truly you shall be fed.” This verse tells us the two things we must do 
that will solve every problem we face: trust God and do good. 
    God’s Word is medicine that brings healing and restoration to our souls. “Trust 
God” and “Do Good” are the two prescriptions we all need. Our doctor is Jesus, 
we are His patients, and we can take His medicine as much as we need to. And 
refi lls are endless! But there are side eff ects. When you trust God, you will experi-
ence peace, joy, stability, confi dence, and overall better health. When you do 
good, you’ll have extreme happiness and rewards in Heaven.
    I know it’s not always easy to trust God and do good, but it’s the best option 
because it’s the only thing that really works. I know it works because I used to be 
a mess, and learning how to trust God and obey His Word has literally changed 
my life!
    I wish I could get people to understand how pathetic my life was when I 
received my fi rst Bible from my mother-in-law. It’s so amazing how learning to 
believe God’s Word—to trust Him and obey Him—has taken my brokenness and 
turned my life into something that can actually be of value to other people. 


The Partnership That Guarantees Your Success
    Psalm 37:5 (AMPC) says, “Commit your way to the Lord [roll and repose each 
care of your load on Him]; trust (lean on, rely on, and be confi dent) also in Him 
and He will bring it to pass.” Life in God is a journey, and we partner with Him 
by putting our trust in Him (1 Corinthians 1:9). That means when we’re dealing 
with a diffi  cult situation, He may show us something we need to do that will help 
solve our problem.
    I remember when God spoke to my heart that Dave and I should take care of 
my parents in their old age. This meant we would move them to the city where we 
live, buy a home for them and provide the care they needed. This was so hard for 
me because my father had abused me throughout my childhood and my mother 
had abandoned me by not doing anything to stop it. But God gave me the grace 
to do it, and one of the results was that my father accepted Christ as his Savior 
before he died. This is one of the greatest blessings I’ve ever had!
    I want to encourage you to trust God completely in every area of your life. 
Remember that He is always on your side and He is fi ghting for you as you go 
through the challenges in your life. He loves you and has your best interest at 
heart at all times. No matter what you need or what your circumstances are, you 
can live with peace, joy, stability, confi dence, and overall better health if you will 
trust God and do good!


Joyce Meyer is a New York Times bestselling author and founder of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries, Inc. She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations worldwide. For more information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.


By Art Dmytriyev
Yancey County


    It has been Satan's studied plan to cause men to forget God so 
that he might secure them to himself. Therefore, he has sought to 
misrepresent the character of God, to lead men to cherish a false 
conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as clothed with 
the attributes of the prince of evil himself, — as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving, 
— that He might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men. Satan has striven to 
so confuse the minds of those whom he has deceived that they would put God out 
of their thoughts. He would then obliterate the divine image in man, and impress 
upon the soul his own likeness; he would imbue men with his own spirit, and 
make them captives according to his will.
     At times, Satan's contest for the control of the human family has appeared to 
be crowned with success. During the ages preceding the fi rst advent of Christ, the 
world seemed to be almost wholly under the sway of the prince of darkness. Even 
the covenant people, whom God had chosen to preserve in the world the knowl-
edge of Himself, had so far departed from Him that they had lost all true concep-
tion of His character. Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, a 
God of mercy, tenderness, and compassion. With His human arm, He encircled the 
human race, while with His divine arm, He grasped the throne of the Infi nite. 
Christ is saddened by the sight of men so absorbed in worldly cares and busi-
ness perplexities that they have no time to become acquainted with God. To them 
heaven is a strange place; for they have lost it out of their reckoning. Not familiar 
with heavenly things, they tire of hearing about them. They dislike having their 
minds disturbed regarding their need for salvation. But the Lord desires to disturb 
their minds, so that they may become acquainted with Him, in time to accept his 
off er of salvation. Soon, very soon, whether they desire it or not, they will all 
know Him. The angel of mercy is now folding her wings, almost ready to depart. 
To eclipse the beauty and loveliness of the Prince of Light, Satan seeks to engross 
the minds of men with exciting games and other worldly pleasures. He endeavors 
so to occupy the attention with trivialities that no time will be taken to think of 
Jesus. Even after the most solemn presentation of the Word of God, the enemy 
will, if possible, destroy the impressions made by the Holy Spirit. In the books 
of heaven are accurately recorded the sneers and the trivial remarks of sinners 
who pay no heed to the call of mercy made, as Christ is presented to them by his 
ministering servants. As the artist takes on the polished glass a true picture of the 
human face, the angels of God daily place upon the books of heaven an exact 
representation of the character of every human being. 
    Dear reader, are you of the number who slight the instruction and warnings of 
the Word of God? Do you despise the great salvation proff ered to you? The Lord 
is coming. If He were to come today, would you be ready to meet Him? Have you 
made your peace with Him? Do you desire to be sent away from God's presence 
to share in the humiliation and punishment of Satan and his angels? If during your 
lifetime you rob God of the service that He has purchased with His own blood, 
if you spend your time in idle talk and foolish amusement, you will lose heaven. 
Can you aff ord to barter away for worldly pleasure the gift of eternal life?


Pr. Art Dmytriyev is originally from Siberia. He has traveled the world in Evan-
gelism and pastoral ministry. He serves as a pastor in North Carolina, holds a 
Master of Divinity degree, and is currently a Doctor of Ministry candidate. More 
information at: https://burnsvillenc.adventistchurch.org/pastors-blog
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NEW & USED


By Dennis Love
McDowell County


    Several years ago I was out turkey hunting, and I heard 
a turkey gobbling his head off , but he was a long way from 
where I was standing in the woods.  So, I decided to take off  
after him.  I went up several large hills, walked out a ridge 
or two, and down a couple of valleys, and was closing the 
distance between me and him.  I veered off  to my right and then heard him behind 
me to my left.  I fi nally closed the gap, and he was now in front of me.  I found a 
good spot to sit down and do some calling. He would answer me, but he wouldn’t 
commit to coming close enough for me to see him.  He fi nally left, and so did I.  
    During all the moving and the action, I some way got turned around, and 
instead of walking out of the woods in the right direction, I was going the wrong 
way.  I fi nally came to a dirt road, and to my surprise found myself several miles 
from where I originally entered the woods.  I simply went the wrong way!  If 
you’re reading this, you have probably found yourself going the wrong way too 
at various times in your life.  Thank God for Google and GPS on my phone, or I 
would fi nd myself going the wrong way regularly.  
    The Bible says in Proverbs 16:25, “There is a way (path) that seems right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  On January 1, 1929, the 
National Football Championship game was played in the Rose Bowl between the 
California Golden Bears and the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets.  The team cap-
tain of the California Golden Bears was First Team All-American Roy Riegels.  
During the second quarter of the big game, a Georgia Tech runner fumbled the 
football.  Roy Riegels scooped up the ball.  As he started to run from the pack 
of tacklers, Roy somehow got spun around and took off  running the wrong way 
towards the Golden Bears’ (his team) goal line.  He ran the wrong way sixty-nine 
yards before he was fi nally tackled by a teammate at their own one-yard line.  
Going the wrong way eventually cost his team a two-point safety.  The California 
Golden Bears lost the game and the championship, 8-7.  Roy Riegels became 
known forever as “Wrong Way Roy.”  
    Roy believed he was headed in the right direction, but he was horribly wrong.  
I thought that I was headed in the right direction, but I too was horribly wrong.  
Many people think they are headed in the right direction in life.  However, one 
day they will discover that the game was lost because they went the wrong way.  
“There is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death.”  
    If you’re reading this and you are going the right way, stop and thank God that 
you are not a wrong way Roy.  Thank God that you are on the right path that leads 
to everlasting life.  However, if you’re reading this and you’re going the wrong 
way, God is giving you another opportunity to turn your life around and start 
walking the right way.  Wouldn’t it be terrible to die and then suddenly discover 
that you went the wrong way?  Jesus is the only way to Heaven and if you have 
trusted Him as your Lord and Savior, then you are going the right way.  Don’t 
come down to the end of your life and be labeled a “Wrong Way Roy.” 


Dr. Dennis Love is the Associational Missions Strategist for the Blue Ridge 
Baptist Association in McDowell County.  Dr. Love has been in full-time minis-
try work for 31 years.  He and his wife Vicki have been married for almost 42 
years, and they have lived in Marion for almost 8 years.  They have two sons, 
four grandchildren and two step-grandchildren.  He can be reached via email at: 
dlovebrba@yahoo.com


By Caron Cline
Burke County


    Luke 24:1-12
    The female followers of Jesus were faithful to the end. Ni-
codemus and Joseph of Arimathea lovingly prepared the body 
of the Lord with expensive spices, placed Him in a new tomb, 
and secured it with a stone. The women observed everything 
carefully, already making plans to return as soon as possible with their own spices and 
perfumes for their Friend. The Sabbath was quickly approaching; sundown on Friday 
evening. A long twenty-four hours of waiting lay ahead. Confusion, grief, and impa-
tience surely marked every moment of those hours. How had this happened? But early 
on Sunday, the fi rst day of the week, the women met with their off erings and hurried 
to the tomb. The stone was no longer sealing the entrance and one glance assured 
them that the body was missing! Where were the guards? Who had overpowered 
them? Who would want the bruised and bloodied body of Jesus of Nazareth? Sud-
denly, two men appeared, dressed in dazzling light. Their brilliance caused the women 
to drop their eyes to the ground in terror. Faithful endurance is always rewarded. Mary 
Magdalene, Mary, the mother of Joses, Joanna, and Salome among other ladies had 
not only followed Jesus for many months but also provided many of His monetary 
needs, willingly sacrifi cing time and resources. Jesus was their deliverer and worthy of 
every ounce of their love. Through His arrest, trial, scourging, and even as He hung on 
a tree, these women must have silently anticipated a supernatural release of His power 
which would deliver Him from this injustice. Surely a band of angels would come 
soon, remove the nails and prove once and for all His true identity as the long-awaited 
Messiah. But no angels came…no proof of His identity was off ered. Jesus took His 
last breath, committed His Spirit to His Father, and declared that it was fi nished! 
Thirty-six hours later, these women who were not ashamed to openly follow Jesus in 
His life and His death, were chosen to receive this prophetic word from two heavenly 
messengers. ‘He is not here, but He has risen’, just as He told you. Jesus’ words previ-
ously spoken suddenly fl ashed across their minds and sealed the revelation forever. 
Immediately, the prophetic word propelled them forward to share the good news with 
the disciples, who struggled in unbelief. After all, these eleven should have been the 
fi rst ones chosen to receive such supernatural information. However, revelation will 
come fi rst to those who keep their eyes continually upon the Revealer of all mysteries. 
Faithful endurance is always rewarded!
    Revelation 3:21 “He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My 
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne”.
Caron Cline is a follower of Jesus Christ who loves to teach the word of God.  Her 
desire is to see every believer growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.


But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Romans 5:8
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Check out our website that is now live at www.L-Lfurniture.com


We sell GE, GE Cafe, GE Profi le, Whirlpool, 
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2023 
National Day of Prayer 


Thursday, May 4th 
 


Theme: “Pray fervently in righteousness and  
                  avail much” 
Scripture: “The effectual fervent prayer of a 
                       righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16 


 
Riverside Park 


1122::0000  nnoooonn  
66::3300  pp..mm..  
((22  ttiimmeess))  


  
***Please come & join us for a time of prayer 


& music that points us toward prayer.*** 
 


^Tri-County Christian School 
^Music 


^Speakers 
^Prayer for Mitchell County, Bakersville, & Spruce Pine 


^Prayer for North Carolina 
^Prayer for America 


“Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: 
cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto 
thee.” Psalm 143:8


By Monica Kritz
Mitchell County


Thursday, May 4, 2023
Riverside Park (2 times) 12:00 noon & 6:30 p.m.
     Prayer is important.  Prayer is powerful.  Prayer is 
a definite need…in my life, in your life, in Mitchell 
County, in North Carolina, and America. Prayer is so im-
portant to GOD that He tells us in His Word to… “Pray 
without ceasing”. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) And JESUS Himself called the church, 
“the house of prayer” in Luke 19:46. 
     The theme for 2023 is “Pray fervently in righteousness and avail much”. The 
Scripture is James 5:16, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.”
     As we continue to see the great need for prayer in our nation, let us all come 
together to ask GOD for His help, His wisdom, His leadership, and His presence. 
Before we pray, we are planning music to help turn our hearts toward prayer.  
When we praise GOD out of a genuine and sincere heart, He hears! This is also a 
chance to pray for those who do not know the saving love and forgiveness of The 
LORD and pray for our churches, our local businesses, our schools, the govern-
ment, the military, the media, and families. These are the 7 areas of influence in 
our society. 
     I desire to see GOD’s presence so real in this town and this county…that drug 
deals cannot happen…that bars cannot stay open…that people cannot stay lost…
don’t you???  If we want to see Revival in our area and if we want to reach the 
lost, then we need to pray. It starts in my heart. It starts in your heart.  It starts in 
the heart of our churches.  
     As I have been praying and pondering this year’s National Day of Prayer, The 
LORD put the thought of “tools” in my mind.  Thinking this meant we should all 
be working together to reach our area for CHRIST, I kept praying. Then He gave 
me a more specific word: “nail”. If you research the word “nail” or look it up in a 
dictionary, you will read “to fasten”, “join”, or “attach”.  Mitchell County, please, 
let us “attach” to GOD first, then let us “join” with each other as followers of 
JESUS CHRIST!!!
     Please come.  Invite your neighbor. Bring someone with you.  Let’s do this all 
for the glory of GOD!!!


Mrs. Monica Henley-Kritz County Coordinator for the National Day of Prayer 
Associational Prayer Coordinator Monica is a member of Crabtree Chapel Bap-
tist Church, where Jason is the pastor.
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By Dr. James L. Snyder
Ocala, Florida


    When it comes to music, I am an amateur in many regards. 
I signed up for a violin class in fi rst grade and took lessons. 
After about a month, the teacher met with my parents and 
begged them to pull me from that class.
    He said, “Out of deep respect for music, this boy should 
not play the violin.”
    The one thing that bugs me is early in the morning, whether it’s television or 
radio, I hear a song and can’t get it out of my head. All day, that music buzzes in 
my head, and I can’t get it to stop.
    We took a trip not long ago, and The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage drove 
her Sissy Van, while I sat in the passenger side. For some reason a song got in my 
head, I can’t remember which one, but I heard it over and over again.
    I have a way of humming and singing a song simultaneously, coming out natu-
rally.
    As I got to singing, suddenly, The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage pulled 
over, stopped her van, looked at me, and said, “Are you having some kind of 
spasm?”  She looked very serious as she said it.
    I looked at her seriously, having no idea what she was talking about.
    “You’re not sick, are you?”
    I began to understand her alarm, and I cautiously said, “I’m okay; I was just 
singing.”
    “Oh my,” she said, “it sounded like you were on your last road trip to death.”
    The only place I sing is in the shower because there’s nobody there, and nobody 
can hear me, and I can do my thing.
    The other day as I was showering, I did not realize The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage was within hearing distance. As I got into my shower a song began 
to rumble in my head, and within a few seconds, I started singing. Boy, was I 
singing and enjoying every note.
    Suddenly, I heard a rapid knock on the bathroom door and my wife saying, 
“Are you okay? You didn’t fall in the shower, did you? Do you need any help?”
    At fi rst, I couldn’t fi gure out what was happening when it dawned on me that I 
was singing and she was hearing.
    Oh “No, my dear,” I said quite loudly, “I was just singing.”
    I heard a profound sigh on the other side of the bathroom door, and heard her 
say, “Don’t scare me like that again.”
    I go into a store, and they’re playing music, and come out of that store with the 
music playing in my head, and I’m humming along the way. Driving home in my 
truck alone, I sing as loudly as possible, knowing nobody can hear me. But, of 
course, sometimes I forget to stop and walk into the house singing, and you can 
only guess the kind of trouble it presents to me.
    Thinking about this all little I was reminded of what King Solomon said in 
Proverbs 29:11, “A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till 
afterwards.”
    That wise old man knew what he was talking about.  I know there’s a time to 
speak but there’s also a time to keep quiet.  For me it’s a challenge to diff erentiate 
between the two.  The quieter I am the less diffi  culties I encounter.


Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family of God Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road, 
Ocala, FL 34472. He lives with his wife in Silver Springs Shores. Call him at 352-
687-4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. The church web site is www.whatafel-
lowship.com


By Christy Lowman
Burke County


    We are going to start a series on the fruits of the spirit. This month 
we are going to talk about JOY. What is joy? According to Oxford 
Languages, Joy means a feeling of great pleasure and happiness. 
Have you ever experienced joy?
    Key times in my life when I experienced great joy would be when I accepted Christ as 
my Savior and got baptized, when I got married, when my children were born, and when 
they got saved and later baptized.
    The fruits of the spirit are gifts given from the Holy Spirit to believers. They are visible 
to nonbelievers and set us apart from them. The gift of joy doesn’t just mean happiness. It 
is a supernatural gift that only believers can experience. Pure joy can only be experienced 
by believers because it is the peace and assurance that you and your life are right with God. 
It is the assurance that when you die you are going to go to heaven to live with Jesus and 
other believers. 
    Did you know there is a bird that represents joy? It happens to be one of my favorite 
backyard birds. The Bluebird. The bluebird is known as the “bird of happiness” or joy. It is 
associated with joy, hope, peace, and happiness. 
    If you don’t know, bluebirds are blue with a reddish, rusty-colored chest. The males have 
brighter blue colors to attract the females while the girls are a duller blue to help protect 
them from predators while they are nesting.
    Bluebirds are omnivores that can spot an insect on the ground 60 feet away from them. 
They have also been known to see caterpillars in the tall grass up to fi fty yards away. They 
will then “drop-hunt” to seize the insect. Drop-hunt is where they sit in a tree branch and 
wait until they see their prey. They will then swoop down and gobble it up. Their favor-
ite foods are live mealworms, 
spiders, grasshoppers, beetles, and 
crickets. If insects aren’t pres-
ent, they will eat juniper berries, 
blueberries, sumac, and mistletoe. 
They will eat up to twelve percent 
of their total body weight. If 
you compared this to a human, 
it would be like a two-hundred-
pound person consuming twenty-
four pounds of food each day.
    Bluebirds can fl y up to 45mph. 
They are considered songbirds 
and are one of the earliest birds you will hear in the spring. Their songs are low-pitched 
whispers that consist of one to three short notes. Sometimes their song sounds like the 
words “truly” and “purity.” A young male who is still looking for a female can sing four 
hundred to one thousand songs per hour.
    Bluebirds can live up to six to ten years but most of them die before they turn one year 
old from predators, starvation, and fl ying into windows.
    These birds are small and have a hard time building their own nests so most of the time 
they will use old nests that are left by other birds like woodpeckers. The females do what 
little nest-building they do. The pair will have 2-3 sets of babies a year. Each set can con-
tain three to fi ve pale blue eggs. It’s rare, but some mothers will have white eggs instead of 
blue. While the fi rst set of babies is still growing the father will take over their care while 
the female builds a new nest for the next set of eggs. Once the fi rst set of youngsters gets 
old enough sometimes they will stay home and help take care of their new baby brothers 
and sisters.
    Bluebirds and very social birds and will stay in a group of a dozen birds in the spring and 
summer and will join together in a group of up to one hundred birds in the fall and winter. 
Most bluebirds will migrate for the colder months.
    Have you ever heard a bluebird sing before? The sound is pure joy! Head outside and 
see if you can spot one in your own backyard. They are found all over North America. 
You can also set out specifi c birdhouses that are made just for bluebirds. A plate of live 
mealworms will encourage them to visit you.
    While you look for this joyful bird think about joy as a fruit of the spirit. Do you rest 
assured with the type of joy that your life is right with God and He will take care of you? 
That you will live eternally in heaven with Him?  Do you experience everyday joy and 
happiness? The blessing of waking up each morning is reason enough to be joyful! What 
brings you, Joy?
    Dear Lord, help us feel the fruit of the spirit “joy” in our hearts as well as everyday joy 
in our lives. Help us rest assured that we are right with You. Help others see the fruits of the 
spirit in us. In Jesus’s name, we pray, Amen.
    “Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 
heart!” Psalm 32:11
Bibliography
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https://www.wbu.com/birds/bluebirds/
https://www.wausaudailyherald.com/
https://a-z-animals.com/animals/eastern-bluebird/
https://aplaceforyou.org/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/#
Christy Lowman is a Christian author and illustrator that lives in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains with her husband and two children. She enjoys writing 
and illustrating books for all ages. Some of her short stories are published with 
Guideposts and HCI.. A portion of every book sold from the Small Bible Charac-
ter Series will be donated to battle human traffi  cking. You can reach her at https://
www.facebook.com/authorChristyLowman/ or christyssoaps@yahoo.com.


O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
Psalms 136:1 - 127:26
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    Happy Spring everyone! We have experienced a variety of weather over the last couple of months and I personally, am looking 
forward to warmer weather and already enjoying the longer days. March was a busy month for the N.C. Department of Labor and the 
month of April will be no different.
    In early March, I had the opportunity to visit two Sonoco Recycling locations in Jacksonville and Wilmington and present each of 
them with their first Carolina Star recertification. The Carolina Star Program recognizes leaders in occupational safety and health that 
are successfully protecting employees from death, injury, and illness by implementing comprehensive and effective safety and health 
programs and management systems. Congratulations to both Sonoco Recycling facilities in Jacksonville and Wilmington on this 
achievement.
    On March 8, an agreement was signed between the Occupational Safety and Health Division of the N.C. Department of Labor and 
the Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors of North Carolina. The partnership will establish an alliance to promote safe and healthful 
working conditions. 
    On March 15, I traveled to Newton Grove, along with members of the Agricultural Safety and Health Bureau, to present a Gold Star 
Grower award to WF Partnership for Best New Housing. 
    March began our Safety Award Banquet season, but I have eight safety awards banquets coming up in April. I’ll be closer to the 
western part of the state on April 4 when I attend the Morganton banquet.
    I hope everyone enjoys the beginning of Spring! Happy Easter and many blessings to all of you!


    How can North Carolina make healthcare more accessible to more people across the state? 
    This is shaping up to be a central question in this year’s legislative session. The House and Senate have reached an agreement on 
two major policy changes: expanding health insurance coverage through the state’s Medicaid program and eliminating or easing cer-
tain Certificate of Need regulations.
    The Affordable Care Act (ACA) mandated that states expand Medicaid health insurance coverage to anyone with an income below 
138 percent of the federal poverty line, regardless of other factors, like age or disability, that had previously been considered. That 
mandate was struck down, leaving states with a choice to expand or not expand. 
    At the time of the ACA passage, it didn’t make sense for North Carolina to expand Medicaid in that way. When Republicans gained 
control of the legislature in 2011, our state’s Medicaid program was facing a budget shortfall and mismanagement issues. In the decade 
since, we have reformed Medicaid by moving from a fee-for-service model to a managed care model. 
    The program is now better equipped to expand coverage to low-income, working North Carolinians who are stuck between a rock 
and a hard place on insurance coverage. The ACA designed a “coverage gap” between the populations that receive government sub-
sidies for private insurance and those that qualify for Medicaid – meaning, under the flawed design of the ACA, someone can be too 
poor to qualify for government assistance. 
    Expanding health insurance coverage to North Carolinians in the coverage gap is the first step. But another important component of 
increasing access and lowering healthcare costs is expanding the supply of healthcare. 
    North Carolina has two major barriers to expanding the healthcare supply. The first is an antiquated regulation on the advanced prac-
tice registered nursing workforce in the state.  Current law requires Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) to practice under a 
supervision contract with a physician. But the contract is often just that – paperwork alone, with no substantive impact on patient care 
or oversight. Twenty-seven states do not require this contract, and they have no substantive decline in the care offered by APRNs. 
    In fact, allowing APRNs to practice independently within the scope of their license gives those providers more flexibility to start 
new practices and move into underserved areas of the state more easily. It also incentivizes North Carolina’s nursing graduates to stay 
in North Carolina, instead of moving to one of the 27 states without a supervisory contract requirement. 
    Another outdated regulation limiting the healthcare supply in North Carolina is the Certificate of Need. Certificates of Need (CONs) 
are government permission slips for medical facilities to open or expand. These are costly and burdensome to obtain and prevent 
healthcare providers from expanding their capacity as they see fit. 
    Legislation to expand Medicaid coverage and repeal or reform some of the state’s CON laws is working its way through the legis-
lature. These are important measures to increase access to and affordability of healthcare in North Carolina, but we know there is still 
work to be done. 
    As always, please share your thoughts with me on issues related to the state government by emailing me at ralph.hise@ncleg.gov or 
calling me at 919-733-3460.  


North Carolina Budget Process Well Under Way
    In January, the North Carolina House of Representatives began the process of crafting a budget for the state to cover the two-year 
period that will begin July 1, 2023, and end June 30, 2025.  As a result, the weeks since late January have had a particular focus on 
budget matters.  There are multiple appropriations committees, each charged with responsibility for various sections or areas of the 
budget.  These “area” appropriations committees have heard presentations from the various state agencies and groups funded by the 
state as to their respective priorities and budget requests. Each “area” committee, having heard the requests and priorities, plus factor-
ing in priorities and requests of committee members, come up with a budget for the area committee’s “area”.  This area committee 
proposed budget is then presented to a central group of appropriators who have a responsibility to fit all the areas together in a single 
budget that doesn’t spend more than an agreed overall amount for total state spending for the budget period.  
    The overall amount of spending in the budget is held to a sum previously agreed to by representatives of both the North Carolina 
House and Senate.  North Carolina is constitutionally required to have a balanced budget in which spending does not exceed avail-
able funds to pay for budgeted spending.  Once the House completes a budget, it will be sent to the Senate.  It will then go through its 
separate process of reaching its own version of a proposed budget.
    Ultimately, the House and Senate always have budgets with different provisions that must be reconciled in some way.  So, the two 
budgets are then sent to what is called a “conference” where the differences are resolved.  This “conference” budget then must be 
approved by the House and Senate, each voting separately, to result in the state budget.  That budget is sent, in turn, to the governor 
who can either sign or veto it.  If he signs, the budget is then law.  If he vetoes it, then, if the House and Senate each get 60% of their 
voting members to support the vetoed budget, it becomes law despite the governor’s veto.  If either House or Senate cannot muster 
the needed 60% vote, then there is no budget unless the vetoed budget is amended to something both houses of the legislature and the 
governor can support.  So long as no agreement is reached, the state continues to operate basically on the previous year’s budget, with 
certain modifications provided for under existing state law and written for such a situation.
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    Spring is here and I am looking forward to warmer, sunnier weather that welcomes us to get outside and enjoy God’s beautiful cre-
ation.  As we look forward to celebrating Easter, may we remember with much gratitude the sacrifi ce of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Here 
are a few legislative highlights I am pleased to share:  HB 40 Prevent Rioting and Civil Disorder was passed by the Senate and sent 
to the Governor for his signature.  This bill increases penalties for rioting and creates a new felony that will apply to rioting.  The bill 
also requires a 'cooling off ' period following an arrest for the accused, until a judge decides if the accused needs to be held or released 
on a bond.  I had the honor of adding my name to the ratifi ed bill before it went over to the Governor.  This bill has bipartisan sponsor-
ship and bipartisan support in both chambers, and I am glad to report that instead of issuing a veto, the Governor allowed HB 40 to 
become law without his signature and it will go into eff ect on December 1, 2023.  I have also sponsored 2 bills dealing with the safety 
and security of our elections.  These are SB 88 Election Day Integrity Act and SB 89 Prohibit Private Money in Election Administra-
tion.
    My offi  ce is continuing to consider applications for the 2023 Senate Page Program. If you are a 10-12th grader in Burke, McDowell, 
or eastern Buncombe counties and are interested in serving as a Senate Page in 2023, please send me an email.  I will use your email 
address to send you a personalized link to the online application. The selection process for this program is highly competitive, as each 
Senator has a limited allotment of students.
    If you would like to continue to follow the actions of SB 88/89 or any other bills or examine the voting record of your NC House or 
Senate member, the General Assembly website is an invaluable resource.  Check out NCLeg.gov.
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By John McCoury
Roan Mountain, Tennessee


    “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suff er many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, 
and teachers of the law and that he must be killed and after 
three days rise again.” Mark 8:31 Christianity without the 
cross is not Christianity at all, but a shabby, slimy substitute. 
The word of the cross is what makes it Christian. What does it mean? Three ele-
ments will come out as we continue our study in Mark. First, it means the end of 
the natural, the end of what we call self-suffi  ciency. That is the philosophy of the 
day, and how the world despises this message that it must be done away with! Not 
only does the world not understand it, it literally despises it! Anyone who preach-
es it is regarded as preaching nonsense. As Christians, we are called upon either to 
believe our Lord or the voices that whisper in our ears--one or the other. Which is 
right? The word of the cross means the end of all our reliance upon ourselves, and 
we do not like that. It means wiping out a natural life. Nothing that we have by 
virtue of being born is ever worthwhile or acceptable in the sight of God. A cross 
wipes people out. It does not improve them, does not better them in any way; it 
wipes them out. Furthermore, the second element involves pain and hurt. It al-
ways does, because we do not like being cut off . Which of us, if allowed to choose 
the program by which we serve God, would ever include in it defeat, disaster, 
despair, disappointment, and death? Yet these are the very elements that God fi nds 
absolutely essential to working out His plan for us. Diffi  culty and danger? Yes, we 
include them. They challenge the fl esh and make it appear to be something when 
it overcomes these. But defeat? Never! Dishonor? Never! Disaster? Disappoint-
ment? No! Death? Inconceivable! But they are what God chooses. The third ele-
ment of the way of the cross is that it leads to a resurrection. Is it not strange that 
the disciples never seemed to hear Jesus when, every time He spoke of the cross, 
He said that after three days He would rise again? They seemed arrested by the 
cross and could never get beyond it. They rejected it, refused to listen to it, and so 
they never came to an understanding of what the glorious event of the resurrection 
would mean until it actually happened. But the way of the cross always leads to a 
resurrection, to a new beginning, on diff erent terms. It leads to freedom, to being 
set free from natural catastrophe and disaster, to having your spirit peaceful and at 
rest, despite what is happening to your body or your person. This is what people 
really want. How we long for and dream of being free, whole, adequate, able to 
handle life, able to cope with whatever comes, undisturbed at heart. Father, I ask 
that You will help me understand that Jesus is in the hurts, in the disappointments, 
in the disasters.  He is leading me on, setting me free from that which is shackling 
me; all my self-suffi  ciency and self-reliance, all my desire to be exalted, and my 
desire to be made much of. Since the Cross and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
are the foundational pillars of Christianity, do we seek to grasp and value their 
profound eff ect upon our daily lives?


John McCoury is pastor of Evergreen church in Roan Mountain, Tennessee and 
also chaplain at Roan Highlands Nursing Center.


By Shawn Thomas
Angleton, Texas


    George Washington was one of the greatest men in Ameri-
can history, and he also LOOKED the part. Ron Chernow 
writes:   “People were transfi xed by Washington’s lean, virile 
presence. … Benjamin Rush stated, ‘He has so much martial 
dignity in his deportment that you would distinguish him to 
be a general and a soldier from among ten thousand people. 
There is not a king in Europe that would not look like a (chamber servant) by his 
side.” (Washington: A Life, p. 183)
    Few have had the impactful presence of George Washington. But Christians 
serve One far greater. In Revelation 1 God gives us a picture of Jesus that is un-
matched by anyone in all of history.
    First, it reveals His Majesty. Verse 13 describes Him “clothed in a robe reach-
ing to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash”
    In ancient times, the kind of garment described here signifi ed a person of im-
portance: a ruler or king.
    Often you can tell from what someone wears, that this is “someone important.” 
George Washington, at one of the fi rst meetings of the Continental Congress, 
showed up in his military uniform. It wasn’t hard to tell who the General was! 
God shows us here that Jesus is the King, and you can immediately tell it from 
what He is wearing!
    Second, 14 reveals His Eternity and Purity: “His head and His hair were white 
like white wool, like snow.” The fi rst Christian commentary on Revelation was 
written by Victorinus of Petovium, who writes that the whiteness of His hair signi-
fi es his “antiquity and immortality.” He is “the Ancient of Days” as Daniel says; 
“From everlasting, to everlasting (He is) God”!  (Psalm 90:2)
    Whiteness in scripture often also represents purity. Mark 9:2-3 says that in the 
Transfi guration, “He was transfi gured before them; and His garments became 
radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.” Jesus’ 
disciples saw that He was ultimately holy. No other righteousness or holiness 
compares to His. We may think that we, or someone we know, is righteous, but 
not in comparison to Jesus' perfect holiness. 
    When Cheryl & I served in our fi rst church, it snowed that winter. Birds were 
looking for food so Cheryl made some popcorn to put out in the yard for them. 
Watching from the big picture window in the living room, I asked Cheryl: “You 
didn’t BUTTER that popcorn for the birds did you?” She said, “Of course not!” 
The reason I asked, was that in the bowl the popcorn had looked white. But com-
pared to the pure, new-fallen snow, it appeared very yellow.
    In the same way, Isaiah 64:6 says “All our righteousness is fi lthy rags” com-
pared to Jesus, God’s perfect standard. But the good news is, Jesus' perfect, snow-
white righteousness is the righteousness He GIVES US when we ask Him to save 
us. II Corinthians 5:21 says “He who knew no sin, became sin on our behalf, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” Jesus takes our sins on Him-
self, and He gives us His righteousness. As Isaiah 1:18 says, though our sins are 
red as scarlet, they will be as white as snow! But only HE has that righteousness, 
pure and white as snow.
    Verse 14 indicates “His eyes were like a fl ame of fi re.” 
    Have you ever known anyone with “fi ery eyes”? Author Jonathan Alter writes 
how President Jimmy Carter was known for his trademark smile. But those who 
worked with Carter revealed that there was another side to him: if you said some-
thing foolish, or suggested he do something for politics and not for the merit of 
the case — Carter had a look in his eye that would almost cut you in half!


continued on page 36
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By Cheryl Shuffler
Burke County
 
    Andrea Gladden has dreamed of going to Space 
Camp since she was in the sixth grade. Some 30 years 
later, Gladden, who now teaches sixth graders, will 
have the opportunity to make that dream come true. 
The Burroughs Wellcome Fund has named Gladden a 
recipient of the 2023 Career Award for STEM Teachers 
(CAST). The East Burke Middle School technical education and Project Lead The 
Way teacher will receive $175,000 over the next five years for STEM educa-
tion. In addition to a stint at Space Academy for Educators, Gladden plans to use 
the funding to immerse her school in STEM experiences to help students better 
understand what life could be like on Mars. 
    News that Gladden is a CAST recipient came as a surprise in her classroom 
last Wednesday as she was busy instructing students as they completed tasks with 
their VEX V5 Clawbots. Alfred Mays, Burroughs Wellcome Fund senior pro-
gram officer, and a film crew delivered the news and a large replica of a check for 
$175,000. 
    An enthusiastic Gladden said she could not wait to get started on the project. 
She said, “I am so excited. We are going to be able to grow this program. We 
are going to be able to build these robots and transform them into Mars Rovers. 
Imagine what we can do now that we have this opportunity. This is going to be 
huge for our school. All of our six, seventh and eighth graders are going to be able 
to come together for STEM activities here and in their classrooms. I cannot wait 
to get started.”
    Burke County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Mike Swan and East Burke 
Middle School Principal D.J. Carswell were on hand for the surprise. Swan said, 
“I have had the pleasure to work with Mrs. Gladden in my role for the last two 
years as superintendent and to be part of some of the great things I see she does 
regularly. Burke County Public Schools could not be happier and more supportive 
of Mrs. Gladden and what she does. The way our community is evolving right 
now, what she is going to be doing for you guys this year and the upcoming years 
is only going to strengthen these activities.”
    Carswell said, “I get to see Mrs. Gladden daily coming in here. This is one of 
the classes students sign up for and one of our most wanted classes. You guys are 
very fortunate in that. I am thankful she brought this grant to us. It helps her as far 
as her teaching career but it is all about students and supporting students. ”
    CAST recognizes outstanding STEM teachers who have demonstrated excep-
tional leadership in their classrooms, schools, and communities. After a rigorous 
selection process, Gladden became one of four exceptional STEM teachers chosen 
for the CAST. 
    Gladden plans to use the funding for innovative and hands-on technology to 
provide an immersive experience to the sixth through eighth graders at East Burke 
Middle as students study what life could be like on Mars. Gladden said, “Us-


ing instructional 
technology such as 
the Oculus Quest 2 
virtual reality head-
sets, 3-D printers, 
indoor hydroponics, 
aeroponics gardens, 
and robotics kits 
with sensors, every 
EBMS student will 
have the opportu-
nity to learn about 
concepts being 
considered for life 
beyond Earth.”
    The sixth graders will be tasked with designing and 3-D printing dwelling 
places; the seventh graders will study sustainable energy and alternative ways to 
grow food; the eighth graders will refine and code Mars Rovers to autonomously 
deliver the food to the dwelling places in a classroom-sized Mars map. 
    Gladden says the project has been in the planning stage for about eight years, 
and over the summer she decided to go for the CAST grant to take the project to 
the next level. She said, “This will transform East Burke Middle School as we 
will be able to incorporate STEM into our homeroom classes.” 
    In addition to providing technology and resources for hands-on student learn-
ing, the grant will assist staff with professional development. Gladden said she 
will work one-on-one with teachers and provide resources to incorporate STEM 
into the daily curriculum. She said, “Students will build skills they will be able 
to take with them beyond the classroom and into the workforce. Who knows, we 
may have tons of engineers come out of this school. My hope is they will carry 
these lessons with them forever.”
    In addition to Gladden, other CAST winners across the state were Benjamin 
Davis, Robbinsville High School; Leslie Rhinehart, Polk County Middle School; 
and Thomas Savage, Henderson County Early College. Dr. Louis J. Muglia, presi-
dent and CEO of the Burroughs Wellcome Fund, said, “We are thrilled to honor 
these exceptional STEM teachers for their dedication and leadership in STEM 
education. We hope that these awards will encourage more teachers to follow in 
their footsteps and become leaders in STEM education.”
    Mays, who also serves as the Fund’s Chief Diversity Officer and Strategist in 
Diversity and Education, said, “STEM teacher leadership is critical for shaping 
the next generation of innovators, problem-solvers, and changemakers. Through 
their passion, guidance, and expertise, STEM teachers have the power to inspire 
and empower students to tackle some of the world’s most pressing challenges and 
create a better future for all.”
    Gladden has plans to eventually share her work with the other middle schools 
in the district.


Cheryl Shuffler is the Public Relations Officer for the Burke County Public School 
System.
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    John says here that Jesus’ eyes were like a flame of fire! Fire burns; it pierces; 
it searches. The Pharisees likely got a sample of those eyes in Matthew 9, when 
Jesus told the paralyzed man his sins were forgiven, and “some of the scribes 
said to themselves, ‘this fellow blasphemes.” Verse 4 says “And Jesus knowing 
their thoughts said, ‘Why are you thinking evil in your hearts?’’ “He knew their 
thoughts”! His eyes saw right through them!
    Jesus sees through our hypocrisies; through our lies. He sees through our ex-
cuses. He sees through everything we try to cover up. He sees when we attempt to 
make ourselves appear better than we are. “His eyes are a flame of fire!”
    Verse 15 says: “His feet were like burnished bronze when it has been made to 
glow in a furnace.” Just as metal refined in the furnace is purified and strength-
ened, so Jesus came to earth and went through the furnace of affliction. He was 
“tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). He went through 
the “fire” of every trial and persecution and experience. Yet He emerged from the 
fire of those trials, perfect and pure and strong. He’s not a King who remained be-
hind while His troops went out to battle; no, He Himself went through the battle; 
through the fire, and came out glowing and strong and perfect. 
    You need never wonder if Jesus knows what you are going through. He has 
been through it all. And just like Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, He will be “the 
fourth man in the fire” with you; He Himself went the fire, and came out glowing 
— and He will help YOU to do the same!
In:15-16 we see His Weapon:
:15b “His voice was like the sound of many waters
:16 “and out of His mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword”
    Both of these refer to His word. If it sounds odd that “out of His mouth came a 
sharp, two-edged sword,” remember that the short, Roman sword which was their 
primary weapon, was tongue-like in shape.
    God shows us here that Jesus’ word is His weapon. 
- Ephesians 6:17 “the sword of the Spirit is the word of God”
- Hebrews 4:12 “the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-
edged sword.”
    Jesus’ WORD is His weapon. He needs only speak a WORD to accomplish 
anything:
— In the beginning, He said “Let there be light,” and there was light! He merely 
SPOKE and everything came into being.
— When the centurion met Jesus in Matthew 8, asking Him to heal his servant, he 
said, “just speak the word and it will be done” — and He did!
— In Mark 4:39, Jesus said “Hush, be still” to the sea— and instantly it was!
— II Thessalonians 2 says that when the Antichrist appears, the Lord will slay 
him “with the breath of His mouth, and bring to an end by the appearance of His 
coming.” 


— Revelation 19 says when Jesus returns “From His mouth comes a sharp sword, 
so that with it He may strike the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of 
iron.”
    Jesus will triumph with the word of His mouth. His word is His weapon; His 
sword. And His word is OUR sword, too! Use it to witness to others, and to repel 
the attacks of the enemy.
    Finally, verse 16b tells us of His Glory: “His face was like the sun, shining in 
its strength.” It’s like the song “Days of Elijah,” proclaims: “Behold He comes, 
riding on the clouds, shining like the SUN”! This refers to Jesus’ glory, shining 
like the sun!
    The sun is our source of life. We need it to live. Many of us know how good it 
feels to walk in the sunlight — or to bask in the rays of the sun on the beach. You 
can almost understand why many ancient peoples worshiped the sun. The sun 
actually symbolizes our relationship with God. We were created to bask in His 
glory as a sunbather basks in the sun; to drink in His glory and receive pleasure 
and joy from it. 
    But our sin cut us off from the rays of His glory. Romans 3:23 says “For all 
have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.” Our rebellion separated us from 
Him, so we could not even stand in the presence of His glory. We’d be consumed, 
like a leave would be instantly vaporized on the surface of the sun. That’s what 
Romans means when it says we’ve “fallen short of the glory of God.” 
    But Jesus “emptied Himself” of that glory, Philippians 2 says and came to 
earth as a humble man we could look upon. He died on the cross to pay for our 
sins, so that as II Thessalonians 2:14 says, we could “gain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  So now, once these sinful bodies are put away, we will be able to 
stand in His presence, and “see Him face to face,” as I John 3:2 says, and BASK 
forever in the glory of His face, which John says shines like the sun!   
    Taken together, these characteristics in Revelation 1 show us who Jesus is: 
that He is the Messiah, and He is GOD! When John calls Him “one like a Son of 
Man,” he links Jesus with the prophecy of the Messiah in Daniel 7:13-14. And 
when he says His vesture and hair are white, like wool, it also links Jesus with 
the description of The Ancient of Days Himself earlier in Daniel 7:9.  John was 
indicating that this Jesus is not just some angel who appeared to him, or anyone 
else. He is the Messiah, and God Himself. Near the end of the Gospel of John, 
Thomas, who had been doubting, fell before Jesus and called Him, “My Lord and 
my GOD”! And that is exactly what WE should do before Him, as well! 


Shawn Thomas is a Southern Baptist pastor for almost 35 years, I currently serve 
as Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Angleton, Texas.


continued from page 34
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By Jim Denison


    Why is the Greg Laurie movie Jesus Revolution so 
popular?
    Jesus Revolution, a movie about a spiritual awak-
ening in California in the early 1970s, is nearing $46 
million in ticket sales as of this morning. In so doing, 
it has matched or surpassed The Fabelmans, The Ban-
shees of Inisherin, Tár, Women Talking, and Triangle 
of Sadness, combined. (For more on Jesus Revolu-
tion, see our review, as well as our interview with 
director Jon Erwin in The Denison Forum Podcast.)
    Why is the movie striking such a chord with so many millions of people?
    Rev. Greg Laurie, a California pastor and central figure in the movie, writes: 
“We were created to worship. And when you get down to it, every person on 
Earth does worship. We don’t all worship the God of heaven, but we all worship 
someone or something. It may be a sports figure, an entertainer, or someone else. 
It may be a possession. But everyone bows at some kind of altar.”
    The pastor continues: “Even atheists worship. Skeptics worship. Republicans 
and Democrats worship. Independents worship. Everyone, everywhere, worships. 
It’s the fundamental drive of life and one of the unique distinctions of humanity.”
    This is because, as Rev. Laurie notes, “God has placed eternity in the human 
heart (see Ecclesiastes 3:11).”
    Every person you know is looking for God in some way. Every person, what-
ever their public or private stance on faith and religion, is made by God for God. 
This is a fact beyond their control. It is a reality St. Augustine famously voiced 
sixteen centuries ago: “You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in you” (Confessions 1.1.1).
    As a result, no matter how dark the days seem to be, you and I should have an 
“abundance mentality” that expects the King of the universe to use us in making 
a transforming difference in our lost world. As we will see today, it is always too 
soon to give up on God.
    “No pessimist ever discovered the secret of the stars”
    Evidence that biblical morality is best for us continues to grow. For example, 
the Wall Street Journal headlines, “For Long-Term Health and Happiness, Mar-
riage Still Matters.” By contrast, studies have clearly linked premarital sex to 
divorce.
    While our secularized culture conflates success with happiness, another Wall 
Street Journal article reports the opposite: “We’re all sprinting on what psycholo-
gists call a hedonic treadmill. That is, we might get a hit of joy when we achieve 
something, but we eventually return to our baseline level of happiness (or unhap-
piness). Whatever heights we reach, we’re still, well, us.”
    This is because we are fallen people living in a fallen world.
    The annual “Stress in America Survey” reports that stress is “rising rapidly” 
as a result of escalating inflation, concerns about possible Russian cyberattacks 
or nuclear threats, fears that a World War III could break out, and worries about 
money and the economy. Unsurprisingly, 90 percent of US adults say the United 
States is experiencing a mental health crisis.
    The depressing news cycle exacerbates our angst. Bad news generates more 
interest than good news, contributing to a “negativity bias” that conditions us to 
pessimism about the world around us. As the axiom goes, “A pessimist is never 
disappointed.” 
    However, as Helen Keller noted, “No pessimist ever discovered the secret of 
the stars, or sailed to an uncharted land, or opened a new doorway for the human 
spirit.” Winston Churchill added, “A pessimist sees the difficulty in every oppor-
tunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.”
    Who was the first named disciple of Jesus?
    If I asked you to name the first named disciple of Jesus, whom would you 
nominate? Peter, the preacher of Pentecost? John, the “beloved disciple”? James, 
or Matthew, or Thomas? The answer is Andrew (John 1:40; John is the other dis-
ciple in the narrative, but he does not name himself).
    As soon as he began following Jesus, what did Andrew do? “He first found his 
own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which means 
Christ). He brought him to Jesus” (vv. 41–42), thereby becoming the first evan-


gelist in Christian history. Andrew later brought some Greek inquirers to Jesus 
(John 12:20–22), thereby becoming the first cross-cultural missionary in Christian 
history. He went on to plant churches across modern-day Ukraine, Romania, and 
Russia, making him the patron saint of all three nations and the 140 million Chris-
tians who are his spiritual descendants.
    Andrew was ultimately crucified for his Lord. However, according to reliable 
early tradition, he testified that he was not worthy to die in the same manner as 
his Lord, so he was crucified on an X-shaped cross that is known today as “St. 
Andrew’s Cross.”
    But there was a time when Andrew was not so heroic. When five thousand fam-
ilies were following Jesus, he asked his disciples, “Where are we to buy bread, so 
that these people may eat?” (John 6:5). Andrew responded: “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” (John 
6:9). Jesus then turned that small boy’s tiny lunch into a feast for the multitude.
    “What are they for so many?”
    Andrew’s question is our question. We read of rising animosity against our 
Father and our faith, then we look at our capacities and ask, “What are they for so 
many?” We look at the spiritual, financial, and material needs of our day, then turn 
to our resources and ask the same question.
    In response, consider the counsel of Pope St. Leo the Great (died AD 461): “Do 
not be put off by a lack of resources. A generous spirit is itself of great wealth, and 
there can be no shortage of material for generosity where it is Christ who feeds 
and Christ who is fed. His hand is present in all this activity: his hand, which mul-
tiplies the bread by breaking it and increases it by giving it away.”
    Will you put your “lunch” in his hands today?


Jim Denison Ph.D speaks and writes on cultural and contemporary issues.  His 
daily column is distributed to more than 113,000 subscribers in 208 countries.  
See more on the website www.denisonforum.org.  Copyrighted and printed by 
permission from Denison Forum.
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 Crossword 277
ACROSS
 1 The ___ is not held secure,
the sail is not spread
(Isa 33:23)
 5 he gave a loaf of bread, a
cake of ___ (2 Sam 6:19)
 9 Then God said, "Let the ___
produce vegetation
(Gen 1:11)
 13 whatsoever hath ___ ___ ,
that shall ye not offer (1,7)
(Lev 22:20) KJV
 14 But if he be ___ than thy
estimation, then he shall
present (Lev 27:8) KJV
 15 The twenty ninth book of
the Old Testament.
 16 The ____ trees cover him
with their shadow
(Job 40:22)
 17 Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and
___ the five kings of Midian
(Num 31:8)
 18 I came near unto ____ of
them that stood by
(Daniel 7:16)
 19 ___ man can live and not
see death? (Ps 89:48)
 20 they which went up also
from Telharesha, Cherub,
___ (Neh 7:61) KJV
 21 They ___, "The Lord needs
it." (Luke 19:34)
 23 I hold ___ to your statutes,
O LORD (Ps 119:31)
 25 "You ___ were with Jesus of
Galilee," she said
(Matt 26:69)
 26 know that you have no
authority to ___ taxes
(Ezra 7:24)
 29 topaz, and the diamond, the
____, the onyx (Ezek 28:13)
 32 their sailors came alongside
to trade for your ___
(Ezek 27:9)
 34 saying, ___, Eli, lama
sabachthani (Matt 27:46)
 36 you must cancel any debt
your brother ____ you
(Deut 15:3)
 38 ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you
____ (Matt 11:28) KJV
 39 the hour cometh, ____, is
now come, (John 16:32)
KJV
 40 from the hand of the wicked,
from the ___ of evil
(Ps 71:4)
 43 lies down, like a lioness who
___ to rouse him?
(Gen 49:9)
 44 a vine, and brought forth
branches, and shot forth ___
(Ezek 17:6) KJV
 46 Saul and Abner son of Ner
had ___ down (1 Sam 26:5)
 49 he entered the temple ___
and began driving out those
who were (Luke 19:45)
 50 We ___ ___ whenever we
are weak but you are strong
(3,4) (2 Cor 13:9)
 54 in ___, Zeboim and Neballat
(Neh 11:34)
 57 The body is a ___, though it
is made up of many parts
(1 Cor 12:12)
 58 Sir, come down ___ my
child die (John 4:49) KJV
 59 30th book of the Old
Testament


 60 If anyone ___ to be first, he
must be the very last
(Mark 9:35)
 61 will men take ___ ___ of it
to hang any vessel thereon
(1,3) (Ezek 15:3) KJV
 62 rid yourselves of all such
things as these: anger, rage,
___, slander (Col 3:8)
 63 forthwith they sprung up,
because they had no ___ of
earth (Matt 13:5) KJV
 64 You were in ___ , the
garden of God (Ezek 28:13)
 65 the most upright worse than
a ___ hedge (Mic 7:4)
 66 Likewise every good ___
bears good fruit (Matt 7:17)
Down
 1 You will overthrow every
fortified city and every ___
town (2 Kings 3:19)
 2 a gentle tongue can break
___ ___ (1,4) (Prov 25:15)
 3 Multitudes who ___ in the
dust of the earth will awake
(Dan 12:2)
 4 exiles who lived at ___ Abib
near the Kebar River
(Ezek 3:15)
 5 make its plates and ___ of
pure gold (Ex 25:29)
 6 The law is only ___ ___ of
the good things that are (1,6)
(Heb 10:1)
 7 let them also ____ love thy
name be joyful in thee
(Ps 5:11) KJV
 8 David sent them to you to
explore the city and ___ it
out (2 Sam 10:3)
 9 Teach me, O ___, ___
follow your decrees (4,2)
(Ps 119:33)
 10 there before me was a man
riding ___ ___ horse (1,3)
(Zech 1:8)
 11 Bel bows down, ___ stoops
low; their idols (Isa 46:1)
 12 by us who ate and ___ with
him after he rose from the
dead (Acts 10:41)
 19 Therefore disaster ___
overtake him in an instant
(Prov 6:15)
 20 the poison of ___ is under
their lips (Rom 3:13) KJV
 22 The good shepherd ___
down his life for the sheep
(John 10:11)
 23 king of Tyre had furnished
Solomon with cedar trees
and ____ trees (1 King 9:11)
 24 To our God and Father be
glory for ever and ever. ___
(Phil 4:20)
 27 with the words of David,
and of Asaph the ____
(2 Chr 29:30)
 28 he himself gives all men life
and breath and everything
___ (Acts 17:25)
 29 "All these I have kept since
I was a ___," he said
(Luke 18:21)
 30 twenty he goats, two
hundred ____, and twenty
rams (Gen 32:14)
 31 Consider the ravens: for
they neither sow nor ____
(Luke 12:24)
 33 he was riding upon his ____,
and his two servants were
with him (Num 22:22)


 35 seven of every kind of clean
animal, a male and ___ mate
(Gen 7:2)
 37 I particularly ___ you to
pray so that I may be
restored to you soon
(Heb 13:19)
 38 "At midnight the cry ___
out: 'Here's the bridegroom!
(Matt 25:6)
 40 ___ your sword upon your
side, O mighty one (Ps 45:3)
 41 gather your children
together, ___ ___ hen
gathers her chicks (2,1)
(Luke 13:34)
 42 the reaper will be overtaken
by the plowman and the ___
(Amos 9:13)
 43 there was a continual ___
given him of the king (Jer
52:34) KJV
 45 here were plentiful supplies
of flour, fig cakes, ___
cakes (1 Chron 12:40)


 47 wicked men have ___
among you (Deut 13:13)
 48 In you, O LORD, I have
taken refuge; let me never
be put to ___ (Ps 71:1)
 51 Jesus was in Bethany in the
home of a man known as
Simon the ___ (Matt 26:6)
 52 angels hastened Lot, saying,
___, take thy wife
(Gen 19:15) KJV
 53 the ___ forest has been cut
down (Zech 11:2)
 55 As ___ ___ man who
casteth firebrands (1,3)
(Prov 26:18) KJV
 56 they will ___ out the bread
by weight (Lev 26:26)
 57 loose the bands of
wickedness, to ___ the
heavy burdens (Isa 58:6)
KJV
 60 she began to ___ his feet
with her tears (Luke 7:38)
 61 picnic pest (Prov 6:6)
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By Timothy W. Tron
Burke County


    Er of Pamphylia was a troubled youth in his younger 
days. His father, Armenios, an honorable Roman citizen, 
died when Er was only seven years old. It was too soon 
for Er. His death left a hole in his heart. In his teens, he 
rebelled at everything, his family, school, and eventually, 
his friends. Hoping to die a heroic death, he joined the 
Roman army, eventually becoming part of the 9th Legion. Wars and battles left 
him empty inside. But something began to dawn on him. Through every bloody 
combat, every battle scar, every enemy that died beneath his blade, he came to a 
stark realization – he was still alive. 
    Yet, with each victory, the triumphs seemed to grow less important. Er re-
mained a hollow shell. Eventually, he wondered to himself, “Is this all that there 
to life?”
    One day, Er received word that his mother was terminally ill, so he took a 
leave of absence and returned home to help her until she passed. She died early 
one spring morning by his side as they sat under the flowering apple trees in their 
family orchard, marveling at the abundance of bees. Er never forgot, feeling her 
grip on his hand lessen and release as her soul took flight with the winged crea-
tures floating about them. It was then that he thought he needed a change. All the 
reasons for rebelling were gone. The hurt he felt as a child had been replaced by 
battlefield nightmares. 
    He needed a fresh start.
    Er transferred from the 9th to an outpost in Philippi, where he became a guard 
at the prison. He met a beautiful young woman named Martha, married, and then 
started a family. It felt good to settle down. As time passed, the officers oversee-
ing the prison from Rome noticed Er to be a reliable, trustworthy man. He quickly 
rose through the ranks until he reached that of Centurion, the head of the prison. 
But with each promotion, something still seemed to be missing in his life.
    It was late one evening when Er was making the final rounds before the night 
shift that there was an enormous disturbance at the prison entrance. He rushed to 
the sound of an angry mob to find one of his officers, an Optio, who was second in 
rank to Er, speaking to Jewish leaders and magistrates from the city. Many people 
were shouting and yelling, some protesting, others screaming obscenities at their 
captives. It was then he noticed the pair. One was much older than the other, both 
naked except for their bloodied tunics, and their backs were raw and bleeding 
from recently beaten. Their legs and arms were already bound with shackles and 
chains.
    Er tried to listen between the commotion as the Pharisees insisted that these 
men be confined. “The city’s leaders want these men off the street before their 
presence creates an even bigger problem. They will likely start a riot, and we 
can’t have that! If the Praetor were to find out that we allowed these men to start a 
revolution, we all would be dead men. Besides, we are committing them partly for 
their own safety and not just that of the city.”
    “Right,” nodded the officer, unbelieving, slipping a slide glance in Er’s direc-
tion and then back to the mob.
    “Who beat them,” the Optio questioned. There was a shamed silence as the 
Jewish leaders looked at one another momentarily, then back at the officer. “Let’s 
just say it was justified by Jewish law,” one of the elders responded harshly and 
without feeling. The Pharisee continued, “But let it be known that if these men 
escape, the Praetor would want the heads of the guards watching over them. This 
is how important it is that they be incarcerated. Are we clear?”
    “Perfectly,” the Optio responded, showing signs of agitation at the ordeal.
Knowing that the two men had been mistreated for some odd Jewish litigation 
and that the Praetor’s threat held far more weight in his decision, he was forced to 
take them. Besides, they looked like they had already served their punishment far 
beyond its intent.
    “Centurion, I’m glad you’re here. What should we do? There seems to be some 
controversy regarding their confinement?”
    “Well, we don’t want anything to happen to them, seeing as they’re such threats 
to the city's civility,” he said, winking at his second-hand man.
    The Er paused, catching the officer’s eye with a formidable stare, “But Optio, 
for the sake of the gods, we can’t let them escape. It will cost someone their life.   
Are we clear?”
    “Yes sir,” he said, saluting and then returning to the crowd summoning a couple 
of other soldiers to help him take them from the prison’s entrance. As the other 
guards took hold of their new prisoners, one turned to the Optio and asked, “Sir, 
where are we taking them?” He then turned and looked at Er.
    Er replied to the soldier, “Since they are of such importance, I’ll lead the way. 
But, Optio, you stay here with some of the men and secure the entrance. And for 
the gods' sake, get these people out of my jail.”
    “Sir, yes sir,” the Optio said, saluting Er and returning to the mob.
    “We’ll put them in the inner prison for the night,” Er said, turning to the other 
soldiers who were with him, holding onto the prisoner’s chains. “There’s too 
much at stake with the temperament of the city’s magistrates and these Jewish 
leaders.” 
    Er didn’t say what was really on his mind as the clink of the prisoner’s chains 
and the shuffle of their sandaled feet followed behind him as he led the way. He 
had yet to hear them speak. Slowing his pace, he stepped aside until they were 
beside him then he continued walking with them at their pace. The elder looked as 
if he had been a soldier once. The edges of his muscular frame seemed aged and 
worn, yet beneath that aging façade, he could sense something strong and unre-


lenting. Yet, an aura of peace seemed to envelop his being. 
    “You men aren’t from around here, are you?”
    “No sir, we are not.”
    “What’s your name?”
    “My name is Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ.”
    “And who is your friend?”
    “His name is Silas. He’s also a brother in Christ.”
    “Well, Paul, I would say welcome to you and Silas, but under the circumstanc-
es, there isn’t anything welcoming about this place.”
    “It’s no problem, but I’m sorry I didn’t catch your name?”
    “I’m Er of Pamphylia, the head jailer of Philippi.”
    “Well, I’m honored to have met you, Er. God has brought us here for a reason, 
and with time, we shall know why. Until then, may the good Lord bless you.”
Er nodded in agreement to this last, but curiously he wondered about the other. 
How could a man who had already been severely beaten say that his god had 
brought him here to jail? Why were the authorities so adamant about imprisoning 
these seemingly harmless men? There were just too many inconsistencies. 
    Finally reaching the innermost holding chambers, Er directed his men to place 
Paul and his companion in one of the empty cells so that they wouldn’t be both-
ered by some of the city’s hardened criminals, the ones that really needed to be 
incarcerated. “Make them as comfortable as possible, but Paul, I must have you 
shackled and chained to the wall just to be safe. Trust me. It’s more for our mutual 
benefit. Should something happen to you, it would not only cost you your life, but 
it would cost me my job and my life as well. Now we wouldn’t want any of those 
things to happen. Do we?”
    “Of course not, Centurion.”
    After the soldiers were done, they closed and locked the door behind them. Er 
glanced back one more time before retreating to the outer reaches of the dungeon. 
He stopped. What he saw was unlike anything he had seen before. Both men were 
smiling and talking while seated on the cold dungeon floor, chains draped around 
them, connecting their iron shackles to the cold stone wall. Their demeanor was 
no different than if they had been sitting on a veranda enjoying their afternoon tea. 
Then as much as they were enjoying their conversation, they stopped abruptly and 
noticed his gaze. Immediately, both men smiled, looked at each other, and whis-
pered something. Then they did something most unusual. Both men bowed their 
heads. There was no more movement, no more talk. Simple silence. “What was 
this?” Curious, he had to ask. “Hey, what are you doing? Is something wrong?”
Paul looked up and smiled, “Nothing is wrong, my friend. We are simply saying a 
prayer for you and your men.”
    “But why?”
    “We seek to help those who don’t know Jesus Christ to know his love. We pray 
for you and your men so that your hearts may be opened to that unconditional 
love of the Father.”
    “I’ve heard of this, Jesus. I also know about the uproar he created when they 
claimed he arose from the grave.”
    “That's right, my friend, he died for the sins of the world, and then three days, 
he arose from the grave defeating death, and now he sits at the right hand of God 
the Father."
    "Well, thank you for the prayers. I guess we could all use them." At this, Er mo-
tioned to his men to continue. The dimly lit cell didn't dampen their voices. As the 
Centurion and his men distanced themselves through the various passages leading 
out of the inner dungeon, they could still hear Paul and Silas carrying on as if they 
had never been beaten or imprisoned. In fact, to Er, it almost felt as if they were 
just along for the ride and that something or someone else was in charge.
    Knowing that he would get little sleep if he were to go home, Er decided to stay 
the night. He gave his men orders to be on double duty, overlapping their watches 
so that nobody would fall asleep lest something transpire and the two men escape. 
Late into the night, Paul and Silas seemed to become more energized as time 
wore on. The other prisoners were perplexed at the two men who acted as if 
they weren't chained against a dark, dank prison wall; but rather were leading a 
congregation in worship. Nevertheless, those other inmates' spirits were lifted 
with a sense of hope - hope for something they didn't understand – some force or 
compelling spirit seemed to invite them to join. The rats even felt the power that 
kept them hidden in the dark shadows instead of tormenting the convicts. It was 
nearly midnight when Paul and Silas broke out in song, their voices reaching even 
the outer reaches of the jail.
    Er eventually retired to his office, taking a nap on his bunk in the corner. The 
distant echoes of voices singing, as crazy as it sounded, seemed to lull him into a 
sense of peace. Sleep overcame him as the voices began to drift away. Before he 
knew it, he was standing at the edge of an abyss. The crater was a mile or more 
deep, with a clear blue pool of water at the bottom. Surrounding the opening was 
an arid desert wasteland - nothing but sagebrush and the occasional cactus as far 
as the eye could see. Suddenly, the ground began to shake. Alarmed, he looked 
behind him to see a herd of cattle stampeding toward him. Their eyes were red, 
and their nostrils shot out flames of rage. There was no retreat, nowhere to run. He 
quickly had a decision to make - die beneath the hooves of the demonic beasts or 
die jumping into the pit. 
    Closing his eyes, he leaped into the void.
    Er continued to feel the vibrations of the thundering herd. Yet, “How could this 
be,” his mind tried to reason. “He had leaped into the chasm. How could he feel 
the earth?” The ground continued to shake violently as Er slowly began to wake 
up. It was then he realized it was no dream. Sitting up on the edge of his bed, he 
looked dismayed as the earth beneath him seemed to roll like the waves on a sea. 


continued on page 40
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The ceiling creaked as if it would collapse at any minute. 
    Someone yelled, “Earthquake.” Er rolled out of his bunk, slapped on his sword, 
and sprinted for the innermost part of the fortress. Door after door of the dimly lit 
prison was swung open wide. His mind raced. “The two most important inmates 
would certainly be long gone – this was the end.” Sure enough, as he reached the 
inner dungeon, still gasping for breath, there before him, the door of Paul and 
Silas’ cell stood wide open. They were nowhere in sight. 
    Fearing the worse, there was nothing left to do. 
    Drawing his sword, Er prepared to end his life. He held the saber with both 
hands before him, the blade’s tip against his chest, as he closed his eyes. The 
thought of all the countless battles he had survived fl owed past like a river of 
blood, a life of meaningless struggle, his mother’s death. Then the image of Mar-
tha and their children – he would never see them again. Gripping the hilt tighter, 
he was just about to thrust the sword deep into his heart when he heard the voice 
of Paul cry out, “Stop….Don’t hurt yourself: we’re all here.”
    Shocked to hear Paul’s voice, Er yelled for a light. One of his men rushed to 
his side with a torch in hand. What he saw next made his heart stop. Grabbing the 
torch, he swung it wide, scanning around him in a full circle. In the cells opposite 
Paul and Silas were the other prisoners still seated, all in shock. He turned back to 
the cell before him and looked with the torchlight; there sat Paul and Silas, happy, 
smiling. Their chains and shackles lay strewn about as if they had been shards of 
clay.
    Er slowly walked in before them, trembling. He fell to his knees and, in a voice 
of a man that had just seen his life pass before him, said, “What must I do to be 
saved?”
    Paul and Silas answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house.” As Er thought about believing in Jesus, a vision appeared 
to him. He could see a dove in fl ight that landed in a beautiful fl owering apple 
tree, like those he had shared with his mother on her last day. Suddenly, some-
thing inside him changed. There was a sense of peace in his soul, unlike anything 
he had ever felt before. Gone were the worries of death. Gone were the fears of 
never seeing his family again. Yes, there washed over him a warmth, a love unlike 
he had ever known. Something inside him wanted to believe.
    “Then quickly, we must go…to my house.”
    Yelling orders to his men to secure the prison, Er retreated out a hidden back 
entrance to the jail, escaping, for now, he and his captives were both wanted men. 
Silently through Philippi's dark alleys, they made their way until they had quietly, 
unnoticed, slipped into Er’s home. Once there, Er had his servants bring rags and 
bowls of hot water. Immediately, he began to cleanse and bandage their wounds 
himself. After providing them with new clothing, Er had the servants bring out 
platters of meat and fresh fruits, and then he begged Paul and Silas to continue to 
share the words that had immediately comforted him in the jail with the rest of his 
household. 
    So, as requested, Paul and Silas began to share the story of redemption through 
Christ Jesus, his persecution, death, resurrection, and ascension to the right hand 
of the Father. When they were through, not only was Er converted, but his entire 
household, family, and servants. What had seemed a tragedy became a cause for 
celebration. 
    But not before they settled with the Roman magistrates.
    Soon, there came a knock at the outer gate of Er’s home. Hesitant to answer, he 
moved forward, knowing that if he died now, he would be with Jesus in eternity. 
All fear was erased, and he still felt somewhat apprehensive as he opened the 
front gate. Facing him were several of the other sergeants of the prison whom he 
all knew personally. 
    “Men, you must know I’m not giving them up without a fi ght.”
    “Sir, we’re not here to fi ght or take them back into custody. They told us to tell 
you just to let them go. They are free.”
    “What, how can this be?”
    “Are you sure?”
    “Yes, they said to release them immediately!”
    “Hold on a minute. I’ll be right back.”
    From there, he left the soldiers outside the gate while he returned to share the 
good news with Paul and Silas. 


    “The authorities have sent word that you are to be released. You are free,” Er 
shouted excitedly, hands in the air.
Paul’s face became angry at the news, quite the opposite of what Er had expected. 
Er’s countenance quickly fell, as did his arms by his side, seeing his new friend 
change so drastically. 
    “They have beaten us openly, not guilty of any crime, being Romans, and have 
cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us out secretly as if nothing happened? 
No, not at all, but let them come themselves and take us out themselves.”
    Unbelieving, Er returned to his men and conveyed Paul’s message. They left 
confused but sure of their orders.
    “Come now, let us go back to the prison so what is done can be properly 
undone,” Paul said to Er. They bid the family goodbye as they departed later that 
morning, heading back to the last place Er would have imagined going, to prison. 
As requested, the sergeants told the Jewish leaders and magistrates Paul’s answer 
to their dismissal, and they quickly made haste back to the prison, where they im-
mediately had Paul and Silas released. Their fear of what Rome would do to them 
if they discovered they had beaten and imprisoned one of their own surpassed 
their hatred for Paul. 
    But before Paul and Silas left Philippi, they went to the house of Lydia. There 
they spent time comforting others and letting it be known to them and all the other 
Christians of the city that they were safe and freed by the very hand of God. Later, 
Er and his family came by to say goodbye before they departed, thanking them for 
the precious gift of eternal life. 
    Through it all, Er had discovered there was more to life than living day-to-day. 
He now knew there was only one true God, and he was his child. Er would be 
eternally grateful to the two unexpected prisoners who showed up one dark night 
that changed his life forever. And for that, all he could say was, “Thanks be to 
God.”
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